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Figure 1. The people and work at Kerkenes.
Sekil 1. Kerkenes ekibi ve calismalari.

Cover. Antler plaque with an image of a canine from within the inner room of the
large columned building in Urban Block 8.

Kapak. Kent Yapi1 Adasi 8’de yer alan biiyiik, siitunlu binanin merkezi odasinda
bulunan, bir kurt ya da kopegin betimlendigi boynuzdan yapilmis plaka.
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Sarah R. Graff
Bahar Hasirci
Feride Karakuzu
Murat Baris Kaya
Gizem Konca
Dominique Langis-Barsetti
Thomas Lee
Joseph W. Lehner
John Marston
Summer Oxlade
Yasemin Ozarslan
Paige Paulsen
Victoria Priola
Lucas Proctor
Alexis Russell
Noél Siver

Fatma Uslu

Ozan Unver
Ridvan Yigit
Niliifer Yoney

2017

Burak Asiliskender
Soran Aveil

Sevil Baltal1 Tirpan
Necip Becene

Scott Branting

Kibar Cesur

Ben Claasz Coockson
Hamdi Cakir

Canan Cakirlar Oddens
Justine Goupil-Barsetti
Sarah R. Graff

Jeftrey Hargett

Tuna Kalayci

Enes Burak Karatas
Franciscus Koolstra
Christian Kiichelmann
Dominique Langis-Barsetti
Thomas Lee

Joseph W. Lehner

John Marston

Samuel Martin
Yasemin Ozarslan
Paige Paulsen

Lucas Proctor

Alexis Russell
Apostolos Sarris

Noél Siver

Muharrem Melih Utkan
Hakki Uncii
Mehmet Sait Uzen
Tomasz Wazny

Bike Yazicioglu-Santamaria
Niliifer Yoney
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Figure 2. Aerial view of the 2016 excavations.
Sekil 2. 2016 kazilarinin havadan goriintimii.

Innovation has been a hallmark of the Kerkenes Project for the past
twenty-five seasons. This spirit is in part a child of necessity. Effectively
exploring the enormous late Iron Age city on top of Kerkenes Dag1, near
Sahmuratli village in the Sorgun region of Yozgat Province, has required
the project to substantially rethink the scale and scope of traditional
archaeological survey and excavation methodologies. However, an even
larger reason behind this innovation has been the exceptional creativity
of the researchers and the steadfast support of sponsors involved with
the international collaboration that has always typified the Kerkenes
Project. A mix of researchers and funding sources from across Turkey,
the UK, the US, Canada, Germany, Australia, and elsewhere around the
world, has led to a vibrant culture of innovation within the project. The
innovations pioneered at Kerkenes have spread throughout projects in
Turkey and around the world.

With the issuance of the full excavation permit to the current team
by the government of Turkey in advance of the 2016 season, the past two
years have seen a renewal of this spirit of innovation. The work by our
international team has laid the groundwork for new areas of innovation.
You can find a great deal of this work in the pages that follow. New
methods as well as new technologies are enabling the Kerkenes Project
to delve ever deeper into an understanding of this important ancient city,
dating from around 620 to 550 BC. In line with earlier discoveries, we are
finding that this city was a center of innovation in its day. As always, we
welcome interested partners to contact us about joining us in uncovering
new discoveries about this city in the years of work that lie ahead.
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Yenilikgilik, baglangicindan bu yana 25 yildir Kerkenes Projesi’nin
en belirgin 6zelligi olmustur. Bu yenilik¢i ruh kismen zorunluluklardan
dogan bir sonugtur. Oyle ki, Yozgat ili Sorgun ilgesi’nin Sahmurath K&yii
yakinlarinda, Kerkenes Dagi’nin tepesinde yer alan bu muazzam Geg
Demir Cag1 kentini etkin bir sekilde arastirmanin zorlugu, geleneksel
arkeolojik arastirma ve kazi yontemlerinin kapsam ve boyutlarinin
proje tarafindan biiytik 6l¢lide yeni bastan diisiiniilmesini gerektirmistir.
Ancak, bu yenilikgiligin altinda yatan etkenler esasen, projeye katkida
bulunan aragtirmacilarin sira dis1 yaraticiigi ve Kerkenes Projesi’nin
simgelesmis bir 6zelligi haline gelen uluslararasi isbirliginin yani sira
proje sponsorlarmin desteklerini kararlilikla siirdiirmiis olmalaridir.
Tiirkiye, Ingiltere, ABD, Kanada, Almanya ve Avustralya basta olmak
iizere diinyanin dort bir yanindan gelen arastirmacilar ve finansman
kaynaklariin proje kapsaminda bulusmasi, burada canli ve yenilik¢i
bir kiiltiiriin de dogmasini beraberinde getirmistir. Kerkenes’te dnciiliik
edilen yenilikler, Tiirkiye ve diinyadaki birgok projeye de yayilmistir.

2016 calisma sezonu baglamadan evvel Tirkiye Cumhuriyeti
hiikiimeti tarafindan mevcut proje ekibine tam kazi izni verilmesiyle
beraber, gectigimiz iki yilda bu yenilik¢i ruh da yeniden canlandi.
Uluslararasi ekibimizin ¢alismalari, farkli alanlarda gergeklestirilmekte
olan yeniliklere zemin hazirlach. Ilerleyen sayfalarda, bu ¢alismalarin
biiyiik bir kismina dair ayrintili bilgiler bulacaksiniz. Yeni arastirma
yontemlerinin yam sira yeni teknolojiler, yaklasik olarak M.O. 620°den
550’ye dek yerlesilmis olan bu 6énemli antik kenti Kerkenes Projesi’nin
her gecen giin daha da derinlemesine kesfetmesine olanak taniyor. Daha
onceki arastirmalar sonucunda da goriildiigii gibi, bu kadim sehrin
zamaninda da yeniliklere ev sahipligi yapan bir merkez oldugu ortaya
cikiyor. Her zamanki gibi, dniimiizdeki yillarda projemize katilarak bu
antik kentle ilgili yeni kesifler yapmamiza katkida bulunmak isteyen
ilgili kisi ve kurumlari proje ile iletisime gegmeye davet ediyoruz.



Figure 3. Results of

the 2016 electrical
resistance survey
(darker tone) in the
central area of the city,
next to previous years'
work (lighter tone). The
electrical resistance
revealed a number of
Sstructures that were

not apparent in the
magnetometry survey.
Sekil 3. Sehrin orta
kesiminde 2016 da
yiirtitiilen elektriksel
ozdireng yiizey arastir-
masimin sonuglart (koyu
gri) ve onceki yillarda
aragtirdan alanlar (agik
gri). Manyetometri
sonuclarinda
gortilmeyen bazi yapilar
ozdireng yontemiyle
belirlenebilmistir:

Figure 4. Results of
the 2017 electrical
resistance survey.
This year's work
allowed us to connect
the previously
surveyed northern
and central portions
of the city (see fig. 5).
Sekil 4. 2017 yili
elektriksel ozdireng
arastirmasinin
sonuclart. Bu yilki
calismalar sa

sehrin dnceki
arastirtlan kuzey ve
orta kesimlerinin
planlart birlestiril-
mistir (bkz. Sek. 5).
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GEOPHYSICAL SURVEY

The expansion of the electrical resistance survey,
using electrical current to map the buried walls and
structures of the ancient city without disturbing them,
accelerated during 2016 and 2017. The early issuance of
the research permit in both years allowed us to take full
advantage of optimal soil conditions for the survey in late
April through mid-June. The focus of the survey in 2016
was in the south-central portion of the city, which connected
the area surveyed in 2015 with the large area in the central
portion of the city surveyed in earlier years. The 64,400m?
(6.44 ha) surveyed in 2016 also allowed the building-
by-building mapping of this area of the city, effectively
joining the 2003 and 2010 excavation areas. This region
is of particular interest since many of the structures were
heavily burnt in the final destruction of the city, while
others around them were spared. The recently proposed
dissertation project by Dominique Langis-Barsetti at the
University of Toronto will examine this and similar areas
in more detail to understand how the city met its fiery end.

In 2017 the team surveyed an additional 64,400m?
in the north-central region of the city, connecting the
previously surveyed regions in the northern and central
areas of the city. In addition to the work within the Iron
Age city, a 400m? test area was also surveyed on the
later Byzantine Kale, an area of the site that has yet to
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Figure 5. Progress map showing the 2016 and 2017
electrical resistance survey.

Sekil 5. Elektriksel ozdireng arastirmalarinin yillik geligimi
kapsaminda 2016 ve 2017 ¢alisma alanlart.
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JEOFIZIK YUZEY ARASTIRMASI

Antik kentin toprak altinda kalan duvarlarini
ve yapilarmi bozmadan, elektrik akimi kullanarak
gerceklestirilen elektriksel 6zdireng ylizey arastirmalari,
2016 ve 2017 yilarinda hizlandirlldi. Her iki yilda da
arastirma izninin erken verilmesi, toprak kosullarinin
bu yiizey arastirmasi teknigi icin ideal oldugu nisan ay1
sonundan haziran ay1 ortasma kadar ¢alisgmamiza olanak
tandi. 2016 yilinda yapilan ve kentin gliney-orta kesiminde
odaklanan elektriksel 6zdireng arastirmasi, 2015 yilinda
incelenen alan ile daha 6nceki yillarda incelenen kentin orta
kismindaki genig alanin baglantisini ortaya koydu. 2016
yilinda yapilan aragtirma sayesinde, 2003 ve 2010 kazi
alanlarii birbirine baglayacak bicimde konumlandirilmig
olan 64.400 metrekarelik (6,44 hektar) bir alandaki yapilar
tek tek haritalanarak, kent yerlesim plani ortaya ¢ikarildi. Bu
bolge ozellikle ilgi ¢ekicidir; ¢linkii bu alandaki yapilarin
cogu sehrin yikimi sirasinda yogun bir sekilde yanmus,
alanin ¢evresindeki yapilar ise yangindan etkilenmemistir.
Dominique Langis-Barsetti, Toronto Universitesi’nde kisa
stire 6nce Onerdigi tez projesinde, bu ve benzeri alanlari
detayli olarak inceleyerek sehre son veren yanginin
niteligini ve yayilimini anlamamizi saglayacak.

2017 yilinda ekibimiz, kentin kuzey ve orta
bolgelerinde daha 6nce incelenen alanlart birlestirecek
sekilde konumlanmus, kentin kuzey-orta kesiminde yer alan
64.400 metrekarelik bir diger alan1 da elektriksel 6zdireng
yontemi ile arastirdi. Demir Cagi kentindeki calismalara
ilaveten, daha evvel hi¢ jeofizik yiizey arastirmasi
yiiriitiilmemis olan ge¢ donem Bizans Kalesi’nde de, 2018
sezonunda genisletilmek {izere 400 metrekarelik bir test
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Figure 6. (a) Setting up the electrical resistance survey on
the Byzantine Kale and (b) surveying at the Roman bath
outside the village of Sahmuratli.

Sekil 6. () Bizans Kalesi'nde ozdireng arastirmast igin
hazirlik. (b) Sahmuratli Koyii yakinindaki Roma hamaminin
ozdireng yontemiyle arastirilmast.



Figure 7. Extent of excavations at the end of the 2017 season. Investigations in 2016-2017 focused efforts on the bin space

located around the northern half of the columned building (TR40) and contexts east of the building (TR31 and TR41).
Sekil 7. 2017 kazi alaninin sezon sonundaki durumu. 2016-2017 arastirmalart, siitunlu binanin kuzey yarisini ¢evreleyen kanal
bi¢imli alanda (TR40) ve binanin dogusundaki mekanlarda (TR31 ve TR41) yogunlasti.

see extensive geophysical survey, but which we plan to
return to in the 2018 season. All this work was undertaken
in partnership with the FORTH Institute of Mediter-
ranean Studies, represented by both Apostolos Sarris and
Tuna Kalayci. We look forward to expanding upon this
partnership in future seasons.

Beyond the city walls, the project undertook
additional resistance survey, both on behalf of the
Yozgat Museum and in support of the Archaeological
Mission in Usakli Hoyiik. In 2016, our team surveyed
6,400m? of a Roman period bath discovered near to the
village of Sahmurath in support of emergency rescue
excavations undertaken by the Yozgat Museum. In 2017,
our team surveyed 2,400m? along the southern side of
the high mound at Usakli Hoyiik. Both efforts continue a
long-standing tradition of the Kerkenes Project providing
expertise and equipment in support of colleagues in Yozgat
and across Turkey.

EXCAVATION

The primary focus of excavation in both 2016 and
2017 continued to be the large-scale, long-term investi-
gation of Urban Block 8. Located in the northern region
of Kerkenes, this urban block is ca. 6,000m? in size and
is one of ca. 750 urban blocks that form the structure of
the city. By the end of 2017, the Kerkenes Project has
excavated 1,500m? of Urban Block 8. These excavations
are poised to provide critical data on the use of different
types of buildings and outside spaces within the urban
block by the inhabitants and their households, offering
our first glimpse into how one of these urban blocks

functioned in the broader social organization of the city.
This information further permits us to better interpret
the widespread geophysical survey data collected by the
project and to discover patterns in the use of urban space
that will guide future years of excavations. The value of
this work and its potential for offering ideas to modemn
cities planners was recognized by the US National Science
Foundation in their award of a major three-year grant to
help support this research.

Within Urban Block 8, work continued in both
2016 and 2017 on clearing the floors within the large
25m x 20m columned building and a narrow bin-like area
just outside of the eastern, western, and northern walls of
the structure. Constructed in-between terrace walls and
columned building, the bin area likely served primarily as
a channel to keep runoff water away from the building’s
stone foundations. Sections of the plastered floor inside
the large building were found preserved following the
fiery destruction and collapse of the largely wooden
superstructure of the building. Only a few artifacts were
found on the floors, evidence perhaps of the inhabitants
keeping it tidy, but extensive soil sampling should reveal
more information on the types of activities that once took
place upon them. Among the finds from the large inner
room of the building were a 3cm x 3.5cm antler plaque
with a carved figure of a canine and a more fragmentary
8cm x 4cm ivory plaque with three incised fantastic beasts
including a sphinx. Meanwhile, the bin yielded many
more artifacts, including large broken vessels with lead
pot menders; animal bones including worked astragali;
copper alloys and iron; carbonized wood; inlays of amber,
antler, and bone; and dozens of finished ivory and bone
objects. Among the more notable objects found were:
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alani arastirildi. Téim bu calismalar, Apostolos Sarris ve Tuna Kalayci
tarafindan temsil edilen FORTH Akdeniz Calismalar1 Enstitiisii ile
ortaklasa yiiriitiilmiistiir. Gelecek sezonlarda bu ortakligi ilerletmeyi
heyecanla bekliyoruz.

Sehir surlarmin Gtesinde, projemiz hem Yozgat Miizesi adina
hem de Usakli Hoyiik’teki arkeolojik kazilart desteklemek amaciyla
elektriksel 6zdireng arastirmalart yiiriittii. 2016 yilinda ekip, Sahmuratl
Koyt yakinlarinda bulunan bir Roma Doénemi hamamiin Yozgat
Miizesi tarafindan tstlenilen acil kurtarma kazilarma destek olarak 6400
metrekarelik bir alam arastirdi. 2017 yilinda ise ekip, Usakli Hoytigiin
giiney etekleri boyunca 2400 metrekarelik bir alan1 6zdireng yontemiyle
arastirdi. Her iki calisma da, Kerkenes Projesi’nin uzun zamandir
geleneksellesmis olarak, Yozgat ve Tirkiye'deki meslektaglarimiza
uzmanlik ve ekipman saglayarak verdigi destegin birer drnegidir.

KAZI CALISMALARI

2016 ve 2017 yillarinda yapilan kazi ¢alismalarinin temel odagt
Kent Yap1 Adas1 8’in biiyiik 6l¢ekli ve uzun vadeli arastirilmasi olarak
devam etti. Kerkenes’in kuzey kesiminde yer alan ve yaklasik 6000
metrekarelik bir alani kaplayan bu yap1 adasi, kent yerlesiminin yaklasik
750 yap1 adasindan biridir. 2017 yili sonu itibariyle Kerkenes Projesi
Kent Yap1 Adast 8’in 1500 metrekarelik bir alanim1 kazmis bulunuyor.
Bu kazilarin amaci, tek bir yap1 adasinda yasayanlarin ve ailelerin, farkl
bina tiplerini ve acik alanlari ne amaglarla kullanmig olduklarma dair
onemli veriler elde etmek ve bu sayede yapi adalarmin kentin genis
anlamdaki sosyal orgiitlenmesi igindeki yerini degerlendirme olanag:
edinmek. Ayn1 zamanda, bu alanin kazilarindan elde edilen bilgiler, proje
tarafindan toplanan genis olcekli jeofizik arastirma verilerinin daha iyi
yorumlanmasina ve kentsel alan kullanimindaki kaliplar kesfetmemize
yardimci olarak, gelecek yillarda siirdiiriilecek kazi calismalarma
rehberlik edecek. Bu ¢calismanin degeri ve modern sehir planlamacilarma
fikir sunma potansiyeli, ABD Ulusal Bilim Vakfi (NSF) tarafindan
anlagilmig ve projemize bu arastirmay1 li¢ yil boyunca destekleyecek
olan biiytik bir arastirma fonu verilmistir.

2016 ve 2017 yillarinda Kent Yap1 Adasi 8 kapsaminda yiiriitiilen
kazilarda, 25m x 20m boyutlarindaki biiyiik, siitunlu binanin taban
dolgular1 temizlendi ve bu yapinin dogu, bati ve kuzey duvarlarini takip
ederek hemen disina insa edilmis olan dar ve derin mekan arastirildi.
Teras duvarlari ve siitunlu bina arasinda insa edilen bu ara mekan, biiyiik
olasilikla biriken yagmur ve sel akintilarim binanin tas temellerinden
uzak tutmak icin bir kanal olarak kullanilmisti. Biiyiik 6l¢lide ahsap
kullanilarak insa edilmis olan siitunlu yapmin yangmla tahribati ve
cokiigiinden sonra, molozun altinda kalan tabanin sivasinin cesitli
kesimlerde korunmus oldugunu gordiik. Yapmin tlim mekanlarmmn
tabanlar {izerinde ¢ok az sayida eser bulunmasi, belki de mekanlarin
temiz ve diizenli tutuldugunu diistindiirmekte. Ancak kapsamli ve
sistematik olarak topladigimiz toprak 6rneklerinin analizi, bu mekanlarmn
ne tiir faaliyetler i¢in kullamldig1 hakkinda daha detayl bilgiler verecek.
Binanin genis i¢ odasindan elde edilen buluntular arasinda, {izerinde
oyularak bi¢imlendirilmis bir kopek/kurt betimi bulunan 3cm x 3,5cm
biiyiikligiinde boynuzdan yapilmis bir plaka ile parcalanmig bicimde
ele gegen, 8cm x 4cm boyutlarinda ve tizerinde kazima teknigi ile
betimlenmis, biri sfenks olmak tizere ii¢ mitolojik yaratigin yer aldig1 bir
fildisi plaka bulunuyor. Diger taraftan, binay1 ¢evreleyen dar mekamn
icinde daha ¢ok buluntuya rastlandi: kirilmig ve kursun pargalar
kullanilarak tamir edilmis biiyiik depolama kaplari; aralarinda islenmis
asik kemikleri (astragali) de bulunan hayvan kemikleri; cesitli bakir
alagimlar1 ve demirden pargalar; komiirlesmis ahsap parcalar; kehribar,
boynuz ve kemikten yapilmis kakmalar; ve onlarca islenmis fildisi ve

Figure 8. North-facing aerial view of
excavations in Urban Blocks 20 (bottom) and
8 (top) during the 2017 season.

Sekil 8. Kent Yap1 Adast 20 (énde) ve 8’in
(arkada) 2017 sezonunda kuzey yoniinde
havadan goriiniimii.

Figure 10. Excavator taking photos with
a Samsung Gear 360 camera for the daily
photogrammetric model of the trench.

Sekil 10. A¢mamin  giinliik  fotogrametrik
modeli i¢in Samsung Gear 360 kamera ile

Jfotograf ¢eken ekip tiyesi.



Figure 11. Collecting soil samples from the bin context north of the columned building during the 2016 season.
Sekil 11. 2016 sezonunda siitunlu binanin kuzeyindeki kanal bicimli ara mekandan toplanan toprak analiz ornekleri.

Figure 12. Sampling the soil directly above the floor
surfaces in TR40.

Sekil 12. TR40 a¢masindaki taban iistii topraginin
analiz i¢in 6rneklenmesi.

miniature ivory bolsters with silver alloy pins, portions of several
ivory plaques including one with a winged fantastic beast and at
least one with a floral design, ivory discs with compass drawn
circular designs, and a portion of an ivory bowl with squared
areas for inlays around the edge. The ivory discs together with the
worked astragali have parallels with a cache found in the Temple
of Artemis at Ephesus, one of the seven wonders of the ancient
world.

Interior and exterior spaces to the north and east of the large
building were also excavated and extensively soil sampled by the
project in 2016 and 2017. Within the northernmost room of a
two-roomed building directly to the east of the large building, the
team found two large grinding stones as well as pottery and metal
elements of the building’s superstructure. This room is located
down the staircase from a likely kitchen area, and the grinding
stones could be evidence of one of the distributed locations where
the ancient inhabitants of this urban block were undertaking food
preparation.

In addition to excavations in Urban Block 8, the project
excavated an additional trench in Urban Block 20, not far to the
south. From the resistance survey data the team noticed that Urban
Block 20 appeared to have a much more haphazard arrangement
than was visible in the data for Urban Block 8, suggesting a less
formalized construction plan during the time it was inhabited.
Excavations in urban blocks other than Urban Block 8, utilizing
the same excavation and soil sampling methodology will help the
team to identify functional differences that might accompany this
different sort of planning.

Supporting these excavations, the Kerkenes Project
uses photogrammetry, compiling a 3D model of the excavation
areas and the buildings within them from multiple overlapping




kemik nesne. Buluntular arasinda daha dikkat cekici nesneler de yer altyor:

fildisinden minyatiir payanda bi¢imli ve glimiis alasimli bir igneye sahip eserler;
kanath bir mitolojik yaratigin ve en azindan bir bitkisel desenin betimlendigi
fildisi plakalara ait parcalar; pergelle ¢izilmis dairesel desenler iceren fildisi
diskler; ve kenarlarinda kakmalar i¢in kare alanlar oyulmus olan fildisi bir
kaseye ait parga. Fildisinden yapilmis disk bi¢imli objelerin ve islenmis asik
kemiklerinin gok benzer drneklerine, antik diinyanin yedi harikasindan biri olan
Efes Artemis Tapmagi’nda bulunan bir toplu buluntu grubu iginde de rastlanmig
olmasi ilgi cekici.

2016 ve 2017 yillarinda, bityiik binanin kuzey ve dogusundaki i¢ ve dis
mekanlart da kazmaya ve sistematik olarak toprak analiz rnekleri toplamaya
bagladik. Biiyiik binanin hemen dogusunda yer alan iki odali yapmin en
kuzeyindeki odada, ekibimiz iki biiylik 6gilitme taginin yani sira ¢anak ¢omlek
ve binanin Gistyapisina ait olan metal parcalar da buldu. Bu oda, olas1 bir mutfak
olarak degerlendirdigimiz alanin merdivenlerinin hemen asagisinda yer alir.
Ele gecen ogiitme taglart da g6z oniinde bulunduruldugunda, bu alanimn, yapi
adasinin cesitli kesimlerine dagilmis olarak karsimiza c¢ikan yemek hazirlama
islevine sahip birimlerden biri olarak kullanildig diistiniilebilir.

Proje ekibi, Kent Yap1 Adas1 8’deki kazilara ek olarak, bu yap1 adasinin
hemen giineyinde yer alan Kent Yap1 Adasi 20’de de kazi ¢aligmalarina basladi.
Elektriksel 6zdireng yiizey aragtirmalarinin ortaya koydugu verilerden goriildiigii
kadarryla, Kent Yap1 Adasi 8°deki diizenli yapilasmanin aksine, Kent Yap1 Adast
20’deki yerlesim diizeni oldukea gelisigiizeldir. Dolayisiyla, Kent Yap1 Adast
8 disindaki yap1 adalarinda da aym kazi ve toprak drnekleme metodolojisini
kullanarak yiiriitecegimiz g¢aligmalar, mimari planlardaki farkliliklarin yani
sira bu alanlarm islevsel farkliliklarini1 da belgeleme ve tamimlamamiza olanak
saglayacak.

Kerkenes Projesi, kazi calismalarinda kaydedilen bilgileri her yil
sistematik olarak fotogrametrik belgeleme yontemi ile de desteklemektedir. Her
kazi sezonu sonunda, kazilan agmalarin ve agmalarda ortaya ¢ikarilan yapilarin
son hali, her agidan ¢ekilen ve birbiriyle ortiisen ¢ok sayida fotograftan derlenen

Figure 13. 2016 excavations of the bin
context revealed excellent preservation
of carbonized timber beams, large
shattered storage vessels, and animal
bones.

Sekil 13. 2016 kazilarinda, kanal
bicimli ara mekanda miikemmel
bi¢cimde korunmug komiirlesmis ahsap
kirisler, biiyiik depolama kaplarina ait
pargalar ve hayvan kemikleri bulundu.
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Figure 14. Carved ivory, antler, and animal bone artifacts from TR40. (a) An ivory plaque with depictions of a sphinx, a
quadruped, and a griffon. (b) A square openwork ivory plaque of a winged creature framed in a guilloche border. (c¢) An antler
plaque with a canine figure. (d) Three decorated ivory discs and two worked astragali.

Sekil 14. TR40 agmasinda bulunan fildisi, geyik boynuzu ve hayvan kemiklerinden yapilmis eserler: (8) Bir sfenks, dort ayakl bir
hayvan ve bir grifonun betimlendigi fildisi plaka. (b) Kafes-oyma teknigiyle sekillendirilmis kanatli bir yaratigin betimlendigi,
kenarlart burma motifi ile bezenmis, kare bicimli fildisi eser. (c) Kurt/kdpek betimli boynuzdan yapilmis plaka. (d) Ug adet fildisi
disk ve iki adet islenmis astk kemigi.
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Figure 15. Examples of worked antler, ivory, amber, and wood from TR40. (a) Eight, five, and six petalled rosettes made from
antler. (b) Ivory bowl with spaces for square inlays. (¢) Fragment of an ivory plaque with floral decorations. (d) Ivory palmette
plaque. (e) Fragment of a carved ivory plaque with geometric and floral motifs. (f) Ivory bolster with perforated tenon found
with silver alloy pin. (Q) Ivory square beveled frame. (h) Ivory band decorated with diagonal incisions and regular perforations.
(i) Amber inlays. (j) Carbonized wood with carved decoration and a single perforation.

Sekil 15. TR40 ta bulunan geyik boynuzu, fildisi, kehribar ve ahsap eserler: () Boynuzdan yapilmis sekiz, bes ve alti yaprakli
rozetler. (b) Kare bi¢imli kakmalar igin oyuklarla ¢evrili fildisi kase. (c¢) Bitkisel motifli fildisi plaka parcasi. (d) Palmet bi¢imli
fildisi plaka. () Bitkisel ve geometrik desenli fildisi plaka. (f) Zivanasindaki delikte giimiis alasumindan ignesi ile birlikte bulunan,
fildisinden payanda bi¢imli eser. (Q) Fildisinden egimli kare bicimli ¢erceve. () Capraz kesme desenli, diizgiin araliklarla
delinmis fildisi bant. (i) Kehribar kakma par¢alari. () Oyma desenlerle bezeli, delikli komiirlesmis ahsap parga.
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Figure 16. Clearing the Cappadocia Gate of vegetation with students from Abdullah Giil University for photogrammetric

modeling.
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Sekil 16. Kapadokya Kapist duvarlarindaki yabani otlar, fotogrametrik modelleme oncesinde Abdullah Giil Universitesi’nden

ogrencilerle birlikte temizleniyor.

Figure 17. Laying down geotextile over excavated
architecture in Urban Block 20.

Sekil 17. Kent Yapr Adas1 20 kazilarinda bulunan
mimari kalintilar jeotekstil ile ortiiliiyor.

Figure 18. Architecture students from Abdullah Giil
University assisted by craftsmen from Sahmurath
village repaired stone wall reconstructions from the
2010 excavations.

Sekil 18. Abdullah Giil Universitesi Mimarlik
Falkiiltesi ogrencileri, 2010 kazilarinda bulunan
ve restore edilen mimari kalintilart Sahmuratl
Koyii’'nden tas ustalari ile beraber onardilar.

photographs, as a primary means of recording the final state of every
excavation trench each season. In 2017, the use of inexpensive
Samsung Gear 360 cameras allowed the team to expand this
recording process. We now are able to produce multiple 3D models
each day of each trench as work progresses, effectively replacing
staples of archaeological practice like end of day photographs. This
innovation is transforming collaboration between project team
members after excavation hours and providing a more complete
record of what was discovered during the day.

CONSERVATION AND SITE MANAGEMENT

The conservation of material culture is an important part of
any archaeology project, and at the Kerkenes Project this includes
employing both traditional and innovative means of conservation,
monitoring, and maintenance. The Cappadocia Gate presents
particularly difficult preservation issues. Originally, the gate’s
rubble-filled granite walls incorporated a series of wooden beams
providing support and leveling for the courses of the structure. In
the final fiery destruction of the city, the wooden beams were all
burned away, leaving no support for the weight of the massive
stones. In 2010 and 2011, approved restoration was undertaken
within the Cappadocia Gate, some of which incorporated the work
of traditional stonemasons as part of the restoration team. In some
places, this included tearing down the walls stone-by-stone, inserting
new wooden beams, and then restoring the original stones within
the walls, though this could not be undertaken in large stretches of
the high standing walls without significant risk of collapse. Since
the project returned to the site in 2014, annual maintenance of the
gate has been renewed, including replacing small stones holding the
larger stones in place and removing weeds. In addition, the Kerkenes
Project has used drone-based photogrammetry to assemble an annual
3D model of the gate. This is allowing the project, in collaboration
with architects from Abdullah Giil University, to compare the 3D
models year-by-year and to monitor small shifts in the stones that
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Figure 19. Digital model of the Cappadocia Gate showing spatial movement of stones between 2016 and 2017.
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Sekil 19. Kapadokya Kapisi duvarlarindaki taglarin 2016 ve 2017 yillar: arasindaki hareketini belgeleyen dijital model.

iic boyutlu modeller bi¢ciminde sanal ortamda yeniden canlandirilmaktadir.
2017 yilinda, ¢ok pahali olmayan Samsung Gear 360 kameralar kullanmaya
baglayan ekibimiz, bu kayit yontemini kazi calismalarinin sistematik bir
islemi haline getirdi. Artik, her bir agmada yiiriitiilen giinliik ¢alismalari,
kazilarda geleneksel olarak kullanilan giin sonu durum fotograflar1 yerine
kullandigimiz bu belgeleme yontemi sayesinde is giliniiniin sonunda 3D
modeller iiretebilecek sekilde fotograflayabiliyoruz. Bu yenilik, giin i¢inde
kesfedilenlerin daha eksiksiz kaydin1 saglamanin yani sira, her giin arazi
calismasi bittikten sonra farkli agmalarda calisan ekip tiyeleri arasindaki bilgi
aligverisini de kolaylagtirmakta.

ONARIM VE KORUMA CALISMALARI

Maddi kiiltiir kalintilarinin konservasyonu, yani onarmmi ve korunmas,
tiim arkeolojik kazi projelerinin énemli bir parcasidir. Kerkenes Projesi'nde
konservasyon, hem geleneksel hem de yenilik¢i onarim, koruma, gézetim
ve bakim ydntemleri kullanilarak gerceklestiriliyor. Ozellikle Kapadokya
Kapist’'nin korunmasi son derece zorlu bir is. Kapmin granit levhalarla kaplh
duvarlarinda, moloz dolgu tas siralar1 arasinda hem diiz bir seviye belirlemek
hem de yapiy1 desteklemek amaciyla bir dizi ahsap kiris kullanilmis. Sehre
son veren yangin sonucunda ahsap kirisler yandigindan, bu iri taglarin
agirhgm tastyacak higbir destek kalmamis bulunuyor. 2010 ve 2011
yillarinda bakanligm onay1yla gergeklestirilen restorasyon ¢aligmasi sirasinda,
restorasyon ekibinin tas ustalar tarafindan Kapadokya Kapisi’'nin hasar géren
boliimleri geleneksel yollarla onarilmisti. Bu ¢alisma kapsaminda, duvarm
bazi kesimlerindeki taslar tek tek sokiiliip yeni ahsap kirisler yerlestirildikten
sonra duvarlarin orijinal taslar1 tekrar yerlerine yerlestirilmisti. Ancak bu
calisma, duvarin yiiksek kesimlerinde biiyiik bir ¢okme riski bulundugundan
kisith olgiide uygulanabilmisti. Projenin 2014 yilinda 6ren yerinde ¢alismaya
geri dénmesinden sonra, kap1 yapisinin yillik bakimu tekrar ele alinmis ve daha
biiyiik taglart yerinde tutan kiigiik dolgu taslar1 yenilenerek taglar arasinda
biiyiiyen yabani otlar temizlenmisti. Buna ek olarak, Kerkenes Projesi, uzaktan
kumandali ugaklardan (drone) yararlanarak fotogrametrik yontemle kapimm
yillik 3D modellerini olusturmaya basladi. Her yil {iretilen bu 3D modeller,
projemizin yapi taglarinda yildan yila olusan ince oynamalari karsilastirmasma

Figure 20. Repairing signs for visitors.
Sekil 20. Ziyaretciler icin isaret
levhalari yenileniyor.

Figure 21. Augmented reality develop-
ment by the DATCH project seeks to aid
digital in situ recording.

Sekil 21. DATCH projesi kapsaminda
gelistirilen artirilmig gerceklik cihazlart
arazide dijital kayit yapilmasini saglyor.
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Figure 22. (a) Wet sieving soil from important contexts in TR40. (b) Ben Claasz Coockson drawing a large vessel. (c) Conservator
Soran Avcil carefully extracting a large piece of carbonized wood block-lifted from TR40. (d) Ceramicist Sarah R. Graff and
conservator Noél Siver analyzing ceramics. (€) Samuel Martin developing 3D scanning methods for finds using an Artec Spider.

might eventually lead to significant preservation issues.
With this annual data, future restoration projects should
be able to find ways to overcome the serious difficulties
created in the destruction of the city just over 2,500 years
ago.

In addition to the major annual work in the
Cappadocia Gate, the team is undertaking smaller scale
projects in various areas that we have excavated. In the
active excavation areas, the team uses a layer of geotextile
and clean soil to protect exposed floor surfaces from
the weather on top of the mountain. Stone walls in the
excavation area are rebuilt with one or two courses of new
stone to both cap and consolidate the existing walls. The
annual maintenance of these walls offers opportunities for
collaboration and learning between university students
and villagers from Sahmurath that have been building

stone field walls using traditional techniques for decades.
Between the excavation areas the team is also working on
renewing aging or damaged signage and developing new
signs which will be installed in coming years to highlight
natural and cultural aspects of Kerkenes Dagi.

We are always actively seeking partners to assist
in this important work of preserving and maintaining this
important and yet challenging site. One such new partner
is the US National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH),
which has just awarded a Digital Humanities Advancement
grant for the DATCH Project at the University of Central
Florida, of which the Kerkenes Project is a part. This
award will allow Kerkenes to play a pioneering role in
developing open source software for augmented reality
devices, enabling them to be used in the field for digital
recording and overlay of existing datasets.
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ve bu sayede uzun vadede 6nemli koruma sorunlarma yol acabilecek
degisimleri Abdullah Giil Universitesi’nden mimarlarla isbirligi icinde
gozlemlemesine olanak tantyor. Her yil toplanan bu veriler sayesinde,
ilerleyen yillarda siirdiirecegimiz restorasyon caligmalart kapsaminda,
sehrin yaklasik 2500 y1l 6nce meydana gelen yikimindan kaynaklanan
ciddi zorluklarin Gistesinden gelmenin yollarini bulabilecegiz.

Kapadokya Kapisi’'ndaki yillik calismalara ek olarak, ekibimiz
kentin kazilarla ortaya ¢ikardigimiz gesitli alanlarinda da daha kiigiik
Olgekli onarim ve koruma projeleri yiritiiyor. Aktif olarak galigilan
kazi alanlarinda ortaya ¢ikardigimiz tabanlari jeotekstil ve temiz toprak
tabakast ile orterek bu daglik kesimdeki hava kosullarma karsi korumaya
aliyoruz. Kazi alanlarinda bulunan tas duvarlarin iizerine bir ya da
iki sira tag dizerek hem mevcut tas temelleri saglamlastirtyor hem de
tistlerini kaplamak suretiyle hava kosullarina karsi korumaya aliyoruz.
Bu duvarlarm yillik bakimi, yillar boyunca geleneksel yontemler
kullanarak bu daglik arazide tas duvarlar insa etmis olan Sahmuratl
koyliileri ile iiniversite Ogrencileri arasinda igbirligi ve Ogrenme
firsatlar1 da sunuyor. Ayn1 zamanda ekip, 6ren yerinin gesitli yerlerine
dagilmis olarak yerlestirilmis olan ve Kerkenes Dag’in dogal ve kiiltiirel
yonlerini vurgulayan, hasar gérmiis bilgi levhalarini yeniliyor ve ileriki
yillarda yerlestirilecek yeni levhalar lizerinde calistyor.

Ekip, bu son derece 6nemli ve bir o kadar da zorlu sit alanini
korumak ve bakimimi siirdiirmek i¢in siirekli ve aktif olarak projeyle
isbirligi icinde ¢alisacak kurumsal ortaklar aramaktadir. Yakin zamanda
bdylesine kurumsal bir destek, ABD Ulusal Beseri Bilimler Vakfi
(NEH) tarafindan saglandi. Kerkenes Projesi’nin de bir parcasi oldugu
Central Florida Universitesi’ne ait DATCH Projesi’ne NEH’in Sayisal
Beseri Gelisim fonundan bir 6denek hibe edildi. Bu 6diil, Kerkenes
Projesi’nin artirllmig gergeklik cihazlari i¢in agik kaynakli yazilim
gelistirmede Oncii bir rol oynamasina izin verecek ve bu uygulamalarin
arazide dijital kayit yapilmasia ve mevcut veri setlerinin bindirmeli
kullanimina olanak saglayacak.

Figure 23. (a) Francis Koostra and Christian
Kiichelmann analyzing the zooarchaeological
assemblage. (b) Students hard at work cleaning
animal bones. (¢) Yasemin Aydogdu wrapping
carbonized wood retrieved from TR40.

(d) The Stone Depot building now serves as a
space for artefact analysis as well as material
storage. (€) Archaeological stone organized
and packed for long-term storage with newly
constructed shelving space. (f) A new metal-
lurgical microscope brings high-magnification
capabilities to our lab.

Sekil 23. (a) Francis Koostra ve Christian
Kiichelmann zooarkeolojik buluntular
incelerken. (b) Hayvan kemigi buluntularin
ozenle temizleyen 6grenciler.

(c) Yasemin Aydogdu TR40ta bulunan odun
komiirii kalintilarmmi sarmaliyor. (d) Yeniden
diizenlenen Tas Deposu binasi eserlerin analizi
ve depolanmasi i¢in kullanmiliyor. (€) Uzun
stireligine depolanmak itizere paketlenen tas
buluntular i¢in kurulan yeni raf sistemi.

(f) Laboratuvarmmizin  yiiksek hassasiyetli
analiz kapasitesini arttiran yeniliklerden biri
de metal mikroskopu.
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FACILITIES AND OUTREACH

Throughout the 2016-2017 seasons, the team has
been actively involved in improving the facilities and
infrastructure that is necessary to support this innovative
research. Financial partners have played a critical role
in these ongoing efforts. The Yozgat Governor’s office,
the Sorgun Regional Governor’s office, and Metin
Kayhan, the Sorgun Administrative Director, have all
been extremely supportive in providing yearly repairs
to the roads leading up to the site and in facilitating
work within the excavation compound. Generous
financial support from project sponsors over these years
has allowed the team to make necessary repairs and
improvements to existing buildings, including installing
a large rainwater barrel to minimize the project’s impact
on the village’s limited water supplies. In 2017, we were
also able, with donors’ support, to build a new garage to
provide additional storage and workspace areas while
also keeping the project tractor safe during the winter.
This is part of a larger effort by the team to reorganize
and rehouse equipment and archaeological materials
to allow a more effective use of space by project
specialists and team members. We have also installed
new equipment in these work areas for conservation
and the scientific analysis of excavated materials.

These enhanced facilities have also supported
the project’s growing outreach initiatives. The project
has actively engaged with local schoolchildren in
the nearby city of Sorgun at both the elementary and
middle school levels. Activities undertaken include
lectures about Kerkenes in English and Turkish as well
as participation in local science fairs at the schools. We
also worked with the Kiiltiir 2000 Koleji in Istanbul to
use Kerkenes as a high school class research project for
the year. This included hosting a group of the students
and faculty at the University of Central Florida in
Orlando and coordinating with them on a subsequent
visit to the site. At the university level, 2017 saw the
start of a geophysical field school at Kerkenes setup
through the University of Central Florida. This is a
natural continuation of the years of geophysical and
geospatial training of Turkish and foreign students that
has been a hallmark of the Kerkenes Project since its
inception. None of these endeavors would be possible,
however, without the generous financial support of the
project’s ongoing Sponsors.
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KAZI EVI TESISI ALTYAPI CALISMALARI VE
KAMUSAL GIRISIMLER

2016-2017sezonlariboyunca,ekipbuyenilik¢iaragtirmay1
desteklemek icin gerekli olan tesis ve altyapiyr gelistirmek
yoniinde Onemli c¢alismalar yiiriittii. Kuskusuz, finansal
destekgilerimiz siiregiden bu calismalarn ytiriitiilebilmesinde
son derece 6nemli bir rol oynuyor. Yozgat Valiligi, Sorgun
Kaymakamlig1 ve Sorgun flge Ozel Idare Miidiirii Metin Kayhan,
oren yerine ¢ikan yollarm yillik onariminin tamamlanmasi ve
kaz1 evi tesisindeki iyilestirme ¢aligmalarmin yiiriitiilmesi igin
desteklerini esirgemediler. Proje sponsorlarinin bu yillar zarfinda
sagladigt mali destek, projenin kdyilin smirli su kaynaklart
iizerindeki etkisini en aza indirmek i¢in biiyiik bir yagmur suyu
varilinin yerlestirilmesi de dahil olmak iizere, mevcut binalara
gerekli onarimlarn ve iyilestirmelerin yapilmasma olanak
sagladi. 2017 yilinda sponsorlarm destegiyle, kis aylarinda
proje traktoriiniin giivenligini saglayacak olan ve ayni zamanda
ek depolama ve galisma alanlarina da sahip olan yeni bir garaj
insa edildi. Bu yeni insaat, proje uzmanlar ve ekip tiyelerinin
calisma alanlarim etkin bir bigimde genisletmek amaciyla, kazi
evi tesisinde barindirilan ekipman ve arkeolojik malzemelerin
depolanma alanlarinin yeniden diizenlenmesini igeren kapsaml
calismanin bir parcasidir. Ayrica bu yil, kazilarda elde edilen
arkeolojik buluntularin onarmm, koruma ve bilimsel analizi i¢in
edindigimiz yeni ekipmanlari da ¢alisma odalarmna yerlestirdik.

Kazi evi tesislerindeki bu yenilikler, projenin gelismekte
olan kamusal girisimlerini de kolaylagtirdi. Bir siiredir,
yakinmuzdaki Sorgun ilgesi’ndeilkokul ve ortaokul 6grencilerine
yonelik ¢ahsmalar yiiriitmekteyiz. Kerkenes’le ilgili Ingilizce ve
Tiirkge sunumlarm yan sira, okullarda diizenlenen bilim senligi
glinleri kapsammda yaptigmmz tamtimlar da yirittigimiiz
etkinlikler arasinda. Gegen yil ayrica, Istanbul'daki Kiiltiir 2000
Koleji Lisesi grencileriyle de bir calisma yiiriittiik. Ogrenciler bir
sinif projesi olarak okul y1ili boyunca Kerkenes iizerine arastirma
yaptiktan sonra, bir grup 6grenci ve 6gretmeni Orlando'daki
Central Florida Universitesi'nde misafir ettik ve Kerkenes Dag’a
diizenledikleri geziyi koordine ettik. Egitim alaninda 2017
yilinda baslatigimiz bir diger girisim ise, Central Florida Univer-
sitesi araciliftyla Kerkenes Oren yerinde {iniversite dgrencileri
icin diizenlenen jeofizik yiizey arastrmasi arazi okuludur.
Bu son girisim, kuruldugu giinden bu yana yillardir Kerkenes
Projesi’nin ayirt edici bir 6zelligi olan, arazi ¢alismast siiresince
Tiirk ve yabanci 6grencilere saglanan jeofizik ve jeo-uzamsal
yontemler konusundaki egitimin dogal bir uzantisi niteligindedir.
Ancak, bu girisimlerin higbiri, projenin sponsorlarinin devam
eden comert mali destegi olmadan miimkiin olamazdi.

Figure 24. (a) Newly installed and sheltered rain collection barrel helps the project conserve water for our flotation system.
(b) Construction of our new garage added 125m’ of equipment storage and shelter for the project's vehicles. (c) Repairing the
roof of the Erdogan Akdag building. (d) Water delivery from the Sorgun municipality replenished our supplies during the dry
2017 season. (e) Local students presenting on Kerkenes at the Yavuz Selim Middle School science fair in 2017. (f) Director Scott
Branting presenting the Kerkenes Project to a group of students at the Mehmet Akif Ersoy Middle School in 2017. (g) UCF
undergraduate student Jeffrey Hargett observing and learning from Apostolos Sarris during the first year of the geophysical field
school in 2017. (h) One of several lectures that took place at the dig house during the 2017 season.

Sekil 24. (a) Yeni kurulan yagmur suyu toplama birimi yiizdiirme aparati icin kéy sebekesinden alinan su miktarini 6nemli
derecede azaltmaktadr. (b) Yeni garaj malzeme deposuna 125 metre kare daha eklemis ve projede kullanilan araglar igin bir
korunak saglamistir. (¢) Erdogan Akdag Binasi'min ¢atist tamir edilirken. (d) Kurak gecen 2017 yilinda Sorgun Belediyesi
tarafindan su saglanmistir. (€) Yavuz Selim okulu ogrencileri 2017 yiuli bilim fuarinda Kerkenes tizerine bir proje hazirlamuis-
lardir. (f) Scott Branting Mehmet Akif Ersoy Ortaokulu égrencilerine Kerkenes Projesi hakkinda bir sunum yapmugstir. (g) UCF
ogrencisi Jeffrey Hargett jeofizik yaz okulunda Apostolos Sarris gozetiminde ¢calismalarda bulunmustur. (h) 2017 sezonunda kazi
evinde verilen bircok dersten biri.
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Figure 25. The Kale and city wall as seen from west of Kerkenes Dagu.
Sekil 25. Kale ve sehir duvarlarimin Kerkenes Dagi’min batisindan
gortintimii.
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Figure 26. The site map overlying a digital elevation model from the GPS
survey.

Sekil 26. GPS yiizey arastirmas: verisiyle tiretilen dijital yiikseklik modeli
tizerindeki alan haritasi.
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TESEKKURLER

Projemiz, T.C. Kiiltir Bakanlig Kiiltiir Varhklart ve
Miizeler Genel Miidiirii'ne ve Genel Miidiirliik calisanlarma
tesekkiirlerini sunar. 2016 ve 2017 sezonlarindaki calismalar,
2016’danevvel Scott Branting’e verilmis olankaziizni cergevesinde
yiirtitilmtistiiz. Cahigmalar, Yozgat Miizesi Miidiirii Hasan K.
Senyurt tarafindan desteklenmis ve tiim miize cahsanlarmin degerli
katkilar1 sayesinde gerceklesebilmistir. Ozellikle, 2016 ve 2017°de
projemize Bakanlik Temsilcisi olarak katilan Yozgat Miizesi'nden
Bahar Hasirc1 ve Necip Becene’ye minnettariz. Ayrica, projenin
calismalarmi comertce destekleyen Yozgat Valisi Kemal Yurtnag
ve yine Yozgat Valisi Abdulkadir Yazici, Sorgun Kaymakamu Dr.
Mustafa Altinpmar ve yine Sorgun Kaymakami Ali Arslantas,
Sorgun Belediye Baskan1 Ahmet Simgek, Sahmurath Mubhtar
Turan Bastiirk ve Sorgun Ilge Ozel Idare Miidiirii Metin Kayhan’a
tesekkiirii borg biliriz. Sahmurath Koyt sakinleri ve Kerkenes
Bekgisi Mehmet FErciyas’a misafirperverlikleri i¢in en igten
tesekkiirlerimizi sunariz. Son olarak belirtmek isteriz ki, Kerkenes
Projesi’nin siirekliligini bu iki sezon boyunca can goniilden ¢alisan
ekip tiyelerimizin ¢abalarma ve projemizi kararhhkla desteklemeye
devam eden sponsorlarimizin destegine borgluyuz.
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The very large Iron Age city located on the high ridge
of Kerkenes Dag1 in Yozgat Province of central Turkey was
briefly the subject of archaeological investigations by the
University of Chicago in the 1920s. In 1993, it was the focus
of renewed excavations alongside geophysical and geospatial
surveys, on-going archaeological work that has revolutionized
our understanding of this important ancient city. The city was
built and inhabited for a generation, in the late 7th and first half
of the 6th centuries BC. It met a final fiery destruction and was
abandoned, most likely as a result of the conflict between Cyrus
the Great of the Persian Empire and King Croesus of the Lydian
Empire in the 540s BC, a conflict that led to the destruction of
cities across Anatolia such as Gordion and Sardis. The ancient
name of the city is unknown, though it is likely that it can be
equated with the city of Pteria mentioned briefly in ancient
sources.

The combination of precision excavations and the use
of new technologies have typified the work of the Kerkenes
Project over the past 25 years. Because of this, the project and
the site have gained international recognition, and the project’s
discoveries have significantly changed our understanding of this
important historical period. This research has also contributed
to our understanding of cities more broadly in the past, present,
and future. None of this would have been possible without the
Kerkenes Project sponsors and team members over the years.
As we move forward we thank them for their ongoing generous
support and always welcome new partners to join with us in the
long-term investigations of the ancient city at Kerkenes Dagi.

Tiirkiye’'nin  merkezinde, Yozgat Ilinde,
Kerkenes Dagi’ndaki yiiksek sirtta yeralan genis Demir
Cag1 kenti 1920’lerde Chicago Universitesi tarafindan
kisa bir siireligine arastirilmistir. 1993 yilinda yeniden
kazilarm ve jeofizik ylizey arastirmalarmm odagi
haline gelmistir. Devam eden arkeolojik ¢aligmalar bu
onemli antik kenti anlamamizda devrim yaratmaktadir.
Kent M.O. 7. yiizy1l sonundan 6. yiizyiln ilk yarisma
kadar insa ve iskan edilmistir. Daha sonra siddetli bir
yikimla karsilasmis ve terkedilmistir. Bu duruma Pers
Imparatoru Kyros ve Lydia Krali Karun arasmnda M.O.
540’larda gegen, Gordion ve Sardis gibi diger Anadolu
kentlerinin de yikilmasia yol agan bir ¢atisma sebep
olmus olabilir. Kentin antik adi bilinmemektedir.
Ancak antik kaynaklarda adi gecen Pteria kenti olabilir.

Secici kazilar ve yeni teknolojiler Kerkenes
Projesi’nin son 25 yildir simgesi haline gelmistir. Bu
sayedeprojeveorenyeriuluslararasi taninirlik kazanmig
ve kesiflerimiz Demir Cag1 hakkindaki bilgilerimizi
biiyiik oranda degistirmistir. Arastirmalarimiz ayrica
gecmis, glinimiiz ve gelecek kentleri anlamamiza
katki saglamisti. Bu ¢alismalarm higbiri Kerkenes
Projesi’nin sponsorlart ve ekip tyeleri olmadan
gergeklestirilemezdi. Kendilerine siiregelen comert
desteklerinden dolayr tesekkiir ederiz. Kerkenes
Dagi’'ndaki antik kentte gerceklestirecegimiz uzun
donemli arastirmalarimiza her zaman yeni ortaklar
bekleriz.
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Department of Anthropology, University of Central Florida
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Or donate online through the UCF Foundation
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www.kerkenesproject.org
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