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The people of Kerkenes.
Kerkenesliler.
Cover The team prepares to collect systematic soil samples in
TR41, in 2018.
Kapak 2018e ekip iiyeleri Agma 41den toprak analiz 6rnegi
toplamaya hazirlaniyor.
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he past four years of work by the Kerkenes Project have been
marked by resilience. While a global pandemic disrupted both
the field portion of the project and all our daily lives, pursuing
work required the wider implementation of new modes of collaboration
and communication. Excavations and geophysical survey undertaken
at the late Iron Age city in 2018 and 2019 gave way to a more robust
program of mapping, modeling, and simulation in 2020 and 2021. Past
innovations by Kerkenes Project partners around the world thankfully
laid the foundations for the expansion of this virtual program, enabling
the project to take significant steps forward in our knowledge of this
important ancient city even while active fieldwork ground to a halt.
Resilience, however, is not just about weathering the present, but
also about preparing for the future. During this period, improvements
were made to the projects facilities. Through local and international
partnerships, we increased access to water, completed a new building
for housing team members, and created additional workspaces by
reorganizing the projects depots. These improvements will enable
enhanced partnerships with collaborators from within Tiirkiye and
around the world, further strengthening the projects resilience in
the decades to come. We are always looking for new partners with
innovative ideas to collaborate with us in the exploration of Kerkenes
and to help us overcome the inevitable difficulties that lie ahead.
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on dort yilda Kerkenes Projesi direng ve dayaniklilikla iistesinden
geldigimiz zorlu kosullarda stirmiistiir. Arazi ¢alismalar1 dahil
glindelik hayatimizi her agidan olumsuz etkileyen kiiresel
pandemi yeni ¢alisma ortakliklar1 ve iletisim yontemlerini gerekli
kilmistir. Demir Cagrnin geg evresine tarihlenen Kerkenesantik kentinde
2018-2019da yiiriitillen kazilar ve jeofizik arastirmalardan edinilen
veriler sayesinde 2020-2021de haritalama, modelleme ve simiilasyon
caligmalar1 esashi boyutlara ulasmistir. Kerkenes Projesinin farkli
cografyalarda yasayan ¢aligma ortaklar: tarafindan gelistirilmis olan
bilimsel yontemler, sanal ortamda ilerleyen ¢alisma programina temel
olusturmus ve bu sayede arazi ¢alismasinin durakladig: yillarda bile bu
6nemli Demir Cag1 kentine dair bilgimiz biiyiik 6l¢tide artmugtir.
Prensip edindigimiz diren¢ ve dayaniklihik giincel zorluklarla
miicadelenin 6tesinde 6ngorii sahibi olmay1 da gerektirir. Projemiz
bu donemde altyap: gelistirmeye odaklanmistir. Yerel yonetimler
ve uluslararasi ortakliklardan edinilen destek sayesinde temiz su
ihtiyacini karsilayacak su depolama sistemleri kurulmasi, genisleyen
ekibimiz i¢in yeni bir yatakhane binasi insasi ve etiitliik arkeolojik
malzeme depolarinin tekrar diizenlenerek laboratuvar alanlarinin
genisletilmesi gibi kalici ¢oziimler gelistirilmistir. {leriye doniik yurtici
ve yurtdist kurumlarla ¢alisma ortakliklar: gelistirmek icin gereken
altyapiy1 saglayan bu girisimler, projemizin uzun vadeli kaliciliginin
ve dayanikliigimin garantisidir. Projemiz, yenilik¢i yaklasimlarla
Kerkenesin aragtirilmasina  katkida bulunacak ve zorluklarin
tstesinden gelmemize yardimci olacak yeni ¢aligma ortakliklarina
daima agiktir.

Conservator and assistant director Soran Avcil meticulously cleaning a fragmented ivory
plaque from 2019.

Koruma-onarim uzman ve proje yardimci bagkan Soran Avcil 2019 kazilarinda bulunan
parcalannus fildisi plakay: titizlikle temizliyor.



| GEOPHYSICAL SURVEY

Geophysical surveys have been a staple of work at
Kerkenes since 1993. When the magnetometry survey
for the Iron Age city was completed in 2002, the electrical
resistance survey became the main geophysical method
used each year. This highly successful survey technique was
continued in May and early June of 2018, covering 122,400
m? (12.24 ha) in two areas of the city. The first area was just
inside the Gozbaba Gate, at the southern end of the site.
The second was a large area both inside and outside of the
so-called Water Gate, in the west-central part of the city,
which was ground truthed in partnership with Abdullah
Giil University’s Department of Architecture. In 2019,
the permit was not issued until the soil was too dry to
conduct the electrical resistance survey, and the pandemic
precluded carrying out the survey in 2020 and 2021.

So far, the total area of the city revealed through the
electrical resistance survey is 851,200 m? (85.12 ha), just
32% of the city’s total area. This enormous dataset was
the focus of an extensive digitization effort by the team
during 2020 and 2021, expanding the number of mapped
buildings known to be buried beneath the modern ground
surface to over 4,000. While there are areas of different
building densities in the city, if similar numbers are found
in the other 68% of the site, ca. 12,000 buildings can be

| EXCAVATIONS

Due to the pandemic, 2018 and 2019 were the only two
years during which excavations could take place. These
focused on Urban Block 8, our main area of study for
the last few years, and Urban Block 7. Both urban blocks

Results of the 2018 electrical resistance
survey around the Water Gate (right) and
the Gozbaba Gate (top). Previous years’
results are shown in lighter tones.

Su Kapist (sag) ve Gozbaba Kapisi (iist)
cevresinde 2018 yili elektrik ozdireng aras-
tirmast sonuglari. Onceki yillarin sonuglar:
daha agik tonlarda gosterilmistir.
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estimated to have once been present in this ancient city.
In 2018 and 2019, two other forms of geophysical
survey were tested at Kerkenes, both within the area of
the Kale, the Byzantine castle. In 2018, in collaboration
with Anomali Jeoteknik, two long transects of electrical
resistance tomography (ERT) were measured across
the castle. The goal was to determine the depth and
shape of the underlying bedrock, which appears to be
roughly leveled and situated at a depth of ca. 2 m from
the present-day surface. In 2019, in collaboration with
Kog University, two days of magnetometry survey were
completed in June. This was both to test the usefulness
of magnetometry on the castle, an area that was not part
of the original magnetometry survey of the city, and to
assist colleagues by training Ko¢ University students in
the use of this geophysical technique, which they could
then employ at other sites. Results revealed a wall and the
edge of the castles main water cistern. Complete survey
of the castle in future seasons with magnetometry and
electrical resistance methods is necessary to gain a full
view of the buried architecture. With this plan in hand, we
can efficiently design future excavations, in keeping with
established Kerkenes Project protocols developed to take
advantage of the unique characteristics of the site.

are in the far northern portion of the ancient city, 125
m from each other. Urban Block 8 is a very large urban
block, with an area of ca. 6,000 m®. Urban Block 7, by
contrast, is a very small urban block, approximately one
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Progress map showing the extent of the 2018 electrical resistance
survey.

Elektrik ozdireng arastirmalarimin yillik gelisim haritasinda 2018
arastirma alanlar1.

Students and staff of the 2018 geophysical field school listening to a lecture about
ERT as the equipment collects data on the Kale (top). Students and staff of the
geophysical field school collecting electrical resistance data in 2018 (left) and
magnetometry data in 2019 (right).

2018 jeofizik arazi okulu 6grencileri ve personelimiz ERT ile ilgili dersi dinlerken
Kalede cihaz veri topluyor (iist). Ogrenciler ve personel 2018 de elektrik dzdireng
(sol) ve 2019da manyetometre (sag) verileri toplarken.

| JEOFIZiK YUZEY ARASTIRMALARI

Kerkenes'te yiiriitillen jeofizik yiizey arastirmalar1 1993
yilindan beri projemizin temel taslarindan biridir. Demir Cag1
kentinin manyetometre ylizey arastirmasi yontemi ile taranmasi
2002 yilinda tamamlanmig ve akabinde baslatilan elektrik 6zdiren¢
yontemi ile haritalama galigmalar1 projenin her yil uyguladig:
temel jeofizik arastirma yontemi haline gelmistir. Kent genelinde
son derece verimli sonuglara ulasmamizi saglayan bu arastirma
teknigi kullanilarak 2018 yilinin mayis ay1 ve haziran aymin ilk
yarisinda kentin iki farkli kesiminde toplam 122.400 m’lik (12,24
hektar) alanda veri toplanmustir. ilk veri toplanan alan, antik
kentin gliney ucundaki Gozbaba Kapisrnin i¢ kesiminde yer alir.
Bu yontemle arastirilan ikinci alan, kentin orta-bati kesiminde
konumlanan Su Kapis1 mevkiinin i¢ ve dis kesimini kapsayan
genis bir alandir. Bu alandaki veriler Abdullah Giil Universitesi
Mimarlik Boliimii is birligiyle yapilarin mimari planlari agisindan
dogrulanmistir. 2019 sezonu ¢aligma izninin topragin nemli
oldugu aylar gectikten sonra onaylanmasi sebebiyle bu sezonda
elektrik ozdiren¢ arastirmalar1 yiritilememis, 2020-2021
yillarinda ise pandemi sebebiyle arazi ¢aligmasi durdurulmus ve
jeofizik veriler toplanamamustir.

Bugiine dek sit alani i¢inde elektrik 6zdiren¢ yontemi ile
taranan alan 851.200 m? (85,12 hektar) boyutlarindadir ki bu
alan antik kentin ancak %32 oranindaki bir kesimini kapsar.
2020-2021 yillarinda galigmalar, bu devasa veri grubunun ekip
tiyelerimiz tarafindan sayisal ortama aktarimina odaklanmuistir.
Bu sayede, kentin toprak altindaki mimari kalintilarindan 4.000’i
askin yapi yiizeyden tespit edilerek haritalanmistir. Kentin farkli
kesimlerinde yapilasma dokusunun sikligi degisken olmakla
beraber, kentin geri kalan %68’lik kism1 i¢in haritalanan kesim baz
aliacak olursa kentin tiimiinde yaklasik 12.000 bina bulundugu
soylenebilir.

Ayrica, 2018 ve 2019 sezonlarinda Kerkenes sinirlari igindeki
Bizans Donemi’ne ait Kale alaninda iki farkli jeofizik arastirmasi
tekniginin araziye uygunlugu denenmistir. 2018 sezonunda
Anomali Jeoteknik sirketi ile ortaklasa calisilarak Kale icinde
belirlenen boydan boya uzun serit bigimli iki alanda elektrik
ozdiren¢ tomografisi (ERT) yontemi ile 6l¢iim yapilmistir. Bu
galigma ile kalenin tizerine oturdugu masif kayaligin derinliginin



tenth the size (600 m?). Excavation of both these large
and small urban blocks using the same methodology
creates the data necessary to start comparing activities
and use of space between urban blocks of different
sizes in the city. Excavations were also accompanied by
extensive soil sampling to better understand the range
of activities that once took place in the different interior
and exterior spaces of these urban blocks. This work is
essential in allowing us to better interpret the results
of the geophysical survey datasets and to hypothesize
different potential uses of the structures and adjacent
spaces visible in those datasets.

Urban Block 8 has been the primary focus of
excavation since 2014, and by the end of 2019 we have
excavated a contiguous area of just over 1,800 m>. In
2018 and 2019, work took place in areas to the east of
the large 25.5 m x 20.5 m columned building excavated
in 2014-2017, and to the north, south, and east of the
smaller two-roomed building located in Trench 31
(TR31). This structure was excavated in 2016-2017 and
the discovery of grinding stones and of certain types of
ceramic vessels hinted at the presence of specific food
production activities. This was further strengthened in
2018 and 2019 by the analysis of soil samples collected
during excavation, which contained high numbers of
sprouted barley seeds, carbonized within the building at
the time of the city’s destruction by fire. Sprouted barley
is often seen as an indicator of fermentation, a necessary
step in the process of beer making.

Just to the south, a large (7.6 m x 3 m) T-shaped
staircase was found in Trench 43 (TR43) leading down

Left The western wall of Urban Block 8 abutting against the city

wall, as exposed within TR45. Top right A student exposing a large
concentration of in situ pottery sherds in TR45. Bottom right Aerial
view of all excavated spaces within Urban Block 8. TR41, TR43, and
TR45 were excavated in parts or in whole during the 2018-2019 seasons.
Sol A¢ma 45’te agiga ¢ikarilan Kent Yap: Adasi 8'in bat1 sinir duvarinin
sehir surlarina birlestigi goriiliyor. Sag iist Ekip tiyelerinden bir
ogrenci A¢ma 45’te yerinde kirilmis canak ¢comlek parcalarini
temizleyerek aciga cikarryor. Sag alt Kent Yap: Adasi 8de kazilmis

tiim alanlarin havadan gortiniimii. TR41, TR43 ve TR45 no.lu agmalar
2018-2019 sezonlarinda peyderpey kazilarak arastirilmigtir.

Kerkenes Haberleri 2018-2021



Kerkenes News 2018-2021

ve seklinin belirlenmesi hedeflenmistir. Sonuc¢ olarak
kale tabani altindaki ana kayanin mevcut zeminden 2
metre derine indigi ve kale insa edilmeden 6nce kismen
diizeltildigi anlasilmistir. 2019 haziran ayinda Kog
Universitesi is birligiyle iki giin boyunca manyetometre
yiizey arastirmasi yiritilmistir. Bu ¢alismanin iki
hedefi vardir: kentin ilk manyetometre haritasina dahil
edilmemisolankalekesiminde manyetometreyonteminin
uygunlugunu saptamak ve meslektaglarimizin diger
arkeolojik projelerde uygulamaya gecirebilecegi bu
jeofizik aragtirma yontemi konusunda Kog¢ Universitesi

| KAZILAR

Kazi c¢aligmalar1 2018 ve 2019 sezonlarinda
sirdirilmiis, fakat ilerleyen iki yil boyunca pandemi
nedeniyle arazi ¢aligmasi sekteye ugramustir. Iki sezon
boyunca ger¢eklestirilen genis ¢apli kazilar, son yillarda
arastirmalarin yogunlastigi Kent Yap: Adas1 8'de ve bu yap:
grubununyakinindakiKentYap1 Adasi17deyiirttilmiistiir.
Birbirinden uzaklig1 125 m olan bu iki yap1 adas1 kentin
kuzey ucunda yer alir. Olduk¢a biiyiik bir alana yayilan
Kent Yap1 Adasi 8 yaklagik 6.000 m* boyutlarindadir.
Aksine, Kent Yap1 Adast 7, diger yap: grubunun onda
biri kadar bir alana (600 m?) yayillmig kiigiik bir yap1
grubudur. Boyutlar1 birbirine tezat olusturan bu iki yap1
grubunun ayni yontemler uygulanarak arastirilmasi
sayesinde kent icinde birbirinden farkli 6zellikteki yap1
gruplarinin islevselligi, faaliyet alanlar1 ve alan kullanimi
karsilagtirmali olarak degerlendirilebilmektir. Kazilan
alanda i¢ ve dig mekanlarin ne amagla kullanildigina dair
bilgi edinmek i¢in genis ¢apli toprak analizi ¢aligmalar1
yuriitiilmektedir. Bu metodoloji sayesinde jeofizik
aragtirmalardan edinilen veriler daha dogru ve ayrintili
bigimde yorumlanabilmekte ve kentin tiimiinden
edinilen jeofizik verilere dayanarak cesitli alanlarin

Students and instructors carefully unearthing a smashed pottery vessel
in 2019.

2019 yilinda ogrenciler ve egitmenler parcalanmus bir ¢omlegi
dikkatlice giin 151¢1na ¢ikariyor.

ogrencilerini egitmek. Toplanan veriler 1s181inda bir
duvar tespit edilmis ve Kale'nin temel su ihtiyacini
karsilayan sarnicinin kenari belirlenmistir. Kalede toprak
altindaki mimari kalintilarin tiimiini belgeleyebilmek
i¢in ileriki sezonlarda manyetometre ve elektrik 6zdireng
yontemleriyle kapsamli arastirmalar yapilmasi gereklidir.
Gelecekte bu kesimde verimli kazi calismalarinin
planlanabilmesi i¢in antik kentin ozgiin karakterine
binaen gelistirdigimiz Kerkenes Projesi ¢aligma
protokollerine uygun jeofizik arastirma yontemleriyle
elde edilecek bir 6n plana ihtiyag¢ vardir.

olast islevlerine dair varsayimlar yiriitiilebilmekte ve
¢ikarsamalar yapilabilmektedir.

Kent Yap1 Adast 8, 2014’ten beri projemizin kazi
calismalarinin  odak noktasidir. 2019 sezonu sonu
itibariyle yatay diizlemde kesintisiz olarak acilan alan
1.800 m?yi asmigtir. 2018-2019 kazilari, 2014-2017
yillarinda giin 15181na ¢ikarilmis bityiik (25,5 m x 20,5 m),
stitunlu salon yapisinin dogusundaki alanlarda ve A¢ma
31deki (TR31) daha kiigiik ebatli ve iki odali yapinin
kuzey, gliney ve dogusunda yogunlagmistir. Bu kiigitk
yap1, 2016-2017 yillarinda arastirilmis ve iginde ele gegen
ogitme taslar1 ve farkli formlara sahip ¢anak ¢omlek
buluntularina dayanarak binanin belirli besin iretimi
faaliyetleri i¢in kullanildig1 diistintlmiistiir. 2018-2019
sezonlarinda bu alandan alinan toprak analiz 6rnekleri
yiizdiirme yontemi ile incelendiginde bulunan ve binanin
yanarak son buldugu evreye ait olan komiirlesmis filizli
arpa tanecikleri, yapinin besin tiretimi ile ilgili islevine
dair varsayimi desteklemistir. Bira tiretiminde gerekli bir
asama olan fermantasyon islemine isaret eden filizlenmis
arpa kalintilar1 ¢ogunlukla bulunduklar: arkeolojik
baglamlarin bira tretimiyle iliskili oldugunun kaniti
olarak kabul edilir.

Bu mimari 6gelerin hemen giineyinde, A¢ma 43
(TR43) iginde genis (7,6 m x 3 m), T bi¢imli bir merdiven
tespit edilmis ve basamaklarin yapinin giiney duvarindan
ve TR31 agmasinda bulunan tas doseli avlulardan asag:
kotlara inisi sagladig1 anlagilmistir. Bu alanda saptanan
merdiven kumtasindan yapilmis bes basamaktan olusur.
Tas bloklarin arasinda bulunan bir dikme deligi, bu
basamaklarin kismen de olsa bir ¢at1 ile ortiilii olduguna
kanit teskil eder. Saray Yap: Grubunda yer alan kumtas:
mimari Ogelerin haricinde bugiine dek antik kentte
bulunan en biiyiik kumtasindan yapilmis mimari 6ge bu
basamak sistemidir. Kumtaginin yap: malzemesi olarak
kent arazisinin disindan getirilmis olmasi, bu merdivenin
ve merdivenle ulagilan yapinin 6zel 6nemine isaret eder.
Basamaklarin yakininda az sayida fildisi ve kemik kakma
pargca ve kii¢iik bir metal agirlik ele ge¢mis ve merdivenin
dibinde bir demir orak ve kemik ve seramik parcalar
bulunmustur. Basamaklarin giineyinde ise ilerleyen
sezonlarda kazilarak arastirilmasi hedeflenen diger bir



Cleaning each block of the T-shaped sandstone staircase, while visitors
look on.

Ziyaretciler izlerken kumtasindan insa edilmis, T bigimli merdivenin
bloklar: temizleniyor.

from the southern wall of the building and the external
pavements of TR31. The staircase consisted of five steps
made of sandstone blocks. A posthole found between
blocks suggests that at least part of this feature was
covered. This is to date the largest sandstone installation
found in the city outside of the Palatial Complex. The
fact that sandstone had to be brought to the city from
some distance suggests that this staircase and perhaps the
building behind it are of some special importance. A small
number of ivory and bone inlays and a light metal weight
were found in relation to the staircase, while an iron hand
sickle and a quantity of bone and pottery were discovered
at its foot. To the south of the staircase area, another
partially exposed structure awaits future excavation.

East of TR31, in the large exterior terraced area that
is contained in Trench 41 (TR41), the few uncovered
artifacts point to different activities. However, this outside
area likely lay exposed for years or decades following the
destruction of the city, and weathering removed most
of the artifacts and surfaces. East of TR41, beyond the
pavement that runs along TR31, a doorway pierced the
wall that separates TR31 and TR41 from the northern
portion of the urban block. This doorway led to an
area in Trench 45 (TR45) that contained two buildings.
Excavations in TR45 in 2019, in the northeastern corner
of Urban Block 8, exposed a granite staircase just to the
west of the doorway, upon which the burnt remains
of the wooden door had fallen. This staircase led to a
raised area, just south of a freestanding single-roomed
structure. Three fragmentary ivory plaques, two of which
had carved surfaces, and a copper alloy arrowhead were
found on this platform. Soil samples collected from
this area may reveal more about how the spaces within
TR45 were used. Additionally, excavation followed the
eastern urban block wall 29.5 m northward, to where it
abutted against the inside face of the city wall. This was a
significant discovery since earlier reconstructions of the
urban street network had postulated that a ring road ran
adjacent to the interior perimeter of the city wall. That a
ring road existed at some point in the history of the city
is not inconceivable, but we now know that when the city
was destroyed, this hypothetical road was at the very least
not continuous.

In Urban Block 7, a much smaller and denser
enclosure than Urban Block 8, a single 33.5 m? room with
excellent preservation was excavated. A nearly complete
jug, a footed bowl, a glass bead, and a green stone stamp
seal were all found on the rough floor surface. The seal
is particularly exciting, being the first found at Kerkenes,
and gives a glimpse at this aspect of administrative
practices within the ancient city. Future years will see
more excavation within Urban Block 7.
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Trench 44 (TR44), in the foreground, revealed one of a series of rooms
arranged around a central courtyard in Urban Block 7. Urban Block

8, closer to the city wall, is instead composed of discrete buildings and
non-centralized open spaces.

On planda A¢ma 44 (TR44) kazilar: Kent Yapr Adasi 7de merkezi avlu
etrafinda diizenlenmis mekanlardan birini giin 151g1ma ¢ikartmigstir.
Sehir surlarina yakin Kent Yapi Adasi 8 ise bagimsiz yapilar ve
merkezi olmayan agik alanlardan olusur.
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yap1 kismen giin yiiziine ¢ikmuistir.

TR31’in dogusunda, A¢ma 41 (TR41) i¢inde yer alan
genis alandaki teraslarda ele gecen buluntular bu alanda
farkl: faaliyetlerin stirdiiriilmiis oldugunu gosterir. Fakat
bu agik alan kentin yikimindan sonra uzun yillarca
doga kosullarina maruz kaldigindan taban diizlemi
ve taban tizerindeki maddi kiltir kalintilarmin ¢ogu
giiniimiize ulasmamistir. TR41’in dogusundaki TR31
boyunca uzanan dosemenin &tesinde, TR31 ve TR41
alanlarini yap1 grubunun kuzey kesiminden ayiran bir
duvar yer alir. Bu sezonda duvarin ortasina agilmis bir
kapr aralig: tespit edilmistir. Bu kapi araligi, Agma 45’te
(TR45) yer alan iki yapiya gecisi saglar. TR45 dahilinde
Kent Yapt Adasi 8in kuzeydogu kosesinde 2019
sezonunda yiiriitiilen kazilar, bu girisin hemen batisinda
granitten yapilmis diger bir merdiveni agiga ¢ikarmis ve
basamaklarin izerine yikildig1 anlagilan ahsap kapiya ait
yanmus kalintilar tespit edilmistir. Basamaklar tek odali
bagimsiz bir yapinin hemen giineyindeki yiikseltilmis
platforma ¢ikmaktadir. Bu platform {izerinde kismen
korunmus, ikisi kabartma betimlerle stsli ii¢ adet
tildisi plaka ve bakir alasimindan yapilmis bir ok ucu
ele ge¢mistir. TR45 ag¢masindaki alanlardan alinan
toprak oOrneklerinin analizi bu alanlarin ne amagla
kullanildigina 151k tutacaktir. Belgelenen mimari 6gelerin
yant sira, yapt adasinin dogu sinir duvari kuzeye dogru
takip edilerek giin 151¢1na ¢ikarilmis ve duvarin 29,5 m
boyunca devam ederek kentin sur duvarinin i¢ yiiziine

18TR44U18st01

19TR45U17bon01

18TR44U 13gfa01

1 Ocm

19TR45U25gfa01

Some finds of note from the 2018-2019 excavation seasons: a stone
stamp seal, the first of its kind at Kerkenes (top), an ivory plaque
fragment (middle), a fragment of a small bichrome glass vessel (bottom
left), and a glass bead (bottom right).

2018-2019 kazi sezonlarinda ele gecen onemli buluntulardan ornekler:
tas damga-miihiir Kerkenes'te ele gegen ilk mithtirdiir (iist); fildisi
plaka pargasi (orta); kiigiik, iki renkli cam kap parcasi (sol alt); cam
boncuk (sag alt).

bitistigi gorillmiistiir. Onceki yillarda kent igi sokaklarin
ulasgim ag1 tizerine yapilan ¢alismalarda kent surunun
i¢ ylziinii ¢epegevre takip eden kesintisiz bir yol
bulundugu var sayilmistir. Halbuki bu alanda kent yap:
adasinin ¢evre duvarmin sur duvarina bitisiyor olmasi
bu varsayimi tekrar degerlendirmemizi gerektirir. Kentin
erken evrelerinde kent sur duvarini igeriden gevreleyen
bir caddenin mevcut olmasi ihtimal dahilinde olsa dahi
kentin yikilarak son buldugu evrede béylesi bir caddenin
kesintisiz olarak tiim kenti gevrelemedigi sonucuna
varilmigtir.

Boyutlar1 Kent Yap1 Adasi 8den ¢ok daha kiiciik olan
ve sik bir yapilagsmanin gozlendigi Kent Yap: Adasi 7de
kazilan alanda 33,5 m? genisliginde bir oda giin yiiziine
¢ikarilmistir. Cok iyi durumda korunmus olan bu odanin
engebeli tabani tizerinde tiime yakin bir testi, bir kaideli
¢anak, bir cam boncuk ve yesil tastan oyulmus bir damga-
mithiir ele ge¢mistir. Heyecan verici bir buluntu olan
bu miihiir, bugiine dek Kerkenes'te bulunan tek miihiir
ornegidir ve kentin idari faaliyetlerine 11tk tutmasi
agisindan 6nemlidir. Ilerleyen yillarda Kent Yap: Adasi
7'de kaz1 galigmalari stirdiiriilecektir.
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Aerial view of the completed dormitory,
in 2021. The Kerkenes dig house is visible to
the side. The new dormitory now provides
fourteen additional bedrooms, which can
each accommodate up to four people.

The living spaces also include six toilets,
four showers, a laundry space, and a small
kitchenette. While construction of the dorm
caused major disruptions to the building’s
immediate surroundings, site guard Mehmet
Erciyas made sure that the mature grape
vines, pear tree, and almond tree that grew
in front of the previous housing structure
were kept. The metal frame that supported
them was also maintained and now shades
an increasingly popular gathering space,
which we plan on expanding in future years
with even more greenery.

Ingas1 tamamlanan yatakhane binasinin
2021 yilinda havadan goriiniimii. Yan
tarafta Kerkenes Kazi Evi goriiliiyor. Yeni
yatakhane binasi, her biri dort yatak
kapasiteli on dort odaya sahip. Ayrica,
yasam alanlari alt1 tuvalet, dort dus, bir
¢amagirhane ve bir kii¢iik mutfak igeriyor.
Yatakhanenin insaat1 siiresince ¢evre diizeni
biiyiik 6lgiide bozulmus olmasina ragmen
bek¢imiz Mehmet Erciyas yikilan eski
yatakhanenin 6niinde yetisen olgunlagmis
tizim asmalar1, armut agaci ve badem
agacinin zarar gérmeden korunmasini
sagladi. Agaglar1 destekleyen metal gerceve
yerinde korundu. Bugiinlerde ekibin
dinlendigi favori mekanlardan birine
doniisen bu gardagin etrafini daha da
yesillendirmek planlarimiz arasinda yer
alryor.

Kerkenes Haberleri 2018-2021

The previous housing structure, which
accommodated students and staff for 16
years. The four-room prefabricated building
had unfortunately reached the end of its
use-life and was demolished to make way
for the new dormitory. Most of the metal
elements used in the structure (visible in the
bottom-right corner of the previous image)
were recycled.

Ogrencilerin ve ekip iiyelerinin 16 y1l
boyunca konakladig: eski yatakhane
binasi. Dort odali prefabrik yapi ne yazik

ki kullanim émriiniin sonuna ulagmis ve
yeni yatakhaneye alan agmak i¢in yikilmisti.
Binanin metal yap: malzemelerinin ¢ogu (ilk
fotografin sag alt kosesinde goriilmekte) geri
doniigiime alinmustir.
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The 2020 skeleton crew standing in

front of the new dormitory, still under
construction. In addition to assessing the
state of the ongoing construction, the team
also performed crucial maintenance tasks
at the site. Strict COVID protocols were
implemented in order to ensure the safety
of the team and of all who might visit the
project’s installation during the two weeks

when Kerkenes Project members were present.

Ekibin ¢ekirdek kadrosu 2020 yilinda heniiz
ingaat halindeki yatakhane binasi 6niinde.
Ekip stiregiden ingaatin durumunu deger-
lendirirken bir yandan da sit alaninda gerekli
bakim ¢aligmalarini gerceklestirdi. Kerkenes
Projesi ekibinin Kazi Evinde bulundugu iki
hafta boyunca kat1 COVID protokolleri uygu-
lanarak hem ekibin hem ingaatin gozetimi igin
ugrayan ziyaretgilerin giivenligi sagland.

One of the dormitory’s rooms, ready to
welcome students. A number of bunk

beds were kindly donated to the project by
Sorgun’s District Governor, Bahadir Giines.
This generous contribution will allow us to
furnish additional rooms within the dorm,
letting us welcome more students as soon as
COVID restrictions are lifted.

Yatakhane odalarindan biri 6grencilerin
konaklamasina hazir. Sorgun Kaymakami
Bahadir Giines tarafindan projemize ranza
ve dosekler bagislanmigtir. Bu comert katki,
yatakhane binasinda odalar1 désememize
olanak saglayacak ve boylece, COVID
kisitlamalari kaldirildiginda daha ¢ok sayida
ogrenciyi agirlamamiz miimkiin olacaktir.
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Kerkenes guard Mehmet Erciyas and a local
stonemason adding a retaining wall and a
French drain at the back of the dormitory.
Now that the dorm is fully built, we can focus
on optimizing its immediate surroundings.
Drains and ditches will channel water away
from the structure, a new paved area and
walkway will make the front more appealing,
and the interior will be furnished to provide a
comfortable living space.

Kerkenes bekgisi Mehmet Erciyas ve yerel bir
tas ustas1 yatakhanene binasinin arkasma
istinat duvari ve kor drenaj ekliyor. Yatakhane
ingaatinin tamamlanmastyla beraber gevrenin
en uygun bigimde diizenlemesine odaklandik.
Yagmur suyunu yonlendiren drenaj ve
hendeklerle yapinin yalitimi saglanacak, tag
doseme avlu ve patikalarla yapinin 6niindeki
alanlar diizenlenecek ve i¢ mekén konforlu bir
yasam alani saglayacak bicimde dosenecek.
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I CONSERVATION AND SPECIALIST STUDIES

Conservation of the site’s excavated architecture and of
the study collection housed in the excavation depots was an
important facet of our work in 2018-2019 and constituted
the bulk of our efforts in the field during the 2020-2021
pandemic seasons. The most challenging area to conserve
onsite is the Cappadocia Gate. This freestanding structure,
one of the seven city gates, was heavily burned during the
destruction of the city. The wooden beams incorporated at
regular intervals within the stone walls of the towers and
passages to level and strengthen them were destroyed in
the fire. This cataclysmic event also subjected the stones to
intense heat, causing them to crack and fragment to such
an extent that many of them can no longer bear the weight
of the walls. As part of the destruction, the upper portion
of the walls collapsed and filled in the courtyards and
passages of the gate, therefore stabilizing and preserving
the lower courses of stone masonry. Excavation, while
necessary to understand what happened in the past,
removed this protective backfill and the walls have begun
to collapse once more, despite extensive restoration
efforts. A portion of the interior face of the Middle Tower
collapsed just after excavation in 2010, and an adjacent
section failed in 2019. Project engineers brought in to
evaluate the gate on multiple occasions between 2018 and
2021 reported that the sloping collapse has helped stabilize
the gate structure, particularly the impressive glacis still
preserved along the exterior of the gate. The shallow
granite bedrock complicates any conservation effort,
as any posts or anchors that might be used to support
the structure would have to be drilled into it, causing
significant vibrations that might cause more collapse.
With the exception of 2020, the gate has been monitored

every year since 2016 through aerial photogrammetric 3D
modeling, which shows the position from year-to-year of
every visible stone. In 2019, an additional full terrestrial
3D laser scan of the gate was completed by Rekare
Mimarlik Restorasyon from Istanbul, who also created a
virtual reality model of the gate.

In the conservation laboratory and the excavation
depots, the pandemic’s isolation did not remove the
need for annual maintenance of the study collection.
Conservation and monitoring activities continued
throughout 2018-2021, even when other activities had
to be curtailed. In 2018, a conservation intern from
Batman University, Sevgi Alan, joined the project to learn
from our resident conservator, Soran Avcil, continuing
Kerkenes’s long tradition of partnerships with universities
across Tirkiye. We were happy to expand this into the
area of conservation and we look forward to training
more students in the decades ahead. In 2018-2019, work
also continued on the analysis of ceramics, animal bones,
and carbonized paleobotanical remains. Another major
undertaking in 2018-2021 was the reorganization of
the excavation depots and the reintegration of material
from earlier projects, which had been kept separate for
the required five years. The reorganization, reboxing,
and relabeling freed up much needed space within the
laboratories and depots, which can now accommodate
additional workstations for specialists and house more
artifacts. In 2021, we also undertook a pilot project
suggested by Soran Avcil, using commercial vacuum
bags to seal the metals in our care and protect them from
moisture. We will see how this low-cost alternative to
special sealing material works in the seasons ahead.

Restoration architects from Rekare Mimarlik preparing to scan the Cappadocia Gate with a Leica RTC360 terrestrial laser scanner.
Rekare Mimarlik sirketinin restorator mimarlari, Kapadokya Kapisi'nin belgelenmesi i¢in Leica RTC360 yersel lazer tarama cihazini kuruyor.
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Activities in the project’s depots in 2018-2021 have included
reintegrating previously excavated material with the rest of
the study collections (top), teaching students how to use an
Artec Spider structured light scanner to create 3D models
of objects (left), regenerating silica gel every year - including
at the height of the pandemic in 2020 - so that metals can
be stored in appropriately dry conditions (bottom left). At
bottom right, conservation student Sevgi Alan learns to
restore parts of ceramic vessels from ceramicist Sarah R.
Graff and senior conservator Noél Siver.

Proje laboratuvarlarinda 2018-2021 ¢alismalar:
kapsaminda, eski donem kazilarinda ele gegen etiitliik
malzeme yeni donem etiitliik malzeme ile birlestirilerek
depolaniyor (iist); 6grenciler Arctic Spider yapisal 151kl
tarama cihazi ile objelerin 3 boyutlu modelleme yontemini
ogreniyor (sol); 2020 pandemi yili dahil her yil, muhafaza
edilen metal eser kutularimin korozyona karsi nem alici
silika jel paketleri yenileniyor (sol alt). Koruma-onarim
stajyer o0grencisi Sevgi Alan, seramik uzmani Sarah R.
Graff ve koruma-onarim uzmani Noél Siver gozetiminde
parcalanmus kaplarin onarimim 6greniyor (sag alt).
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I KORUMA-ONARIM VE UZMANLIK CALISMALARI

Antik kentin kazilan alanlarindaki mimari yapilarin ve
kazievidepolarinda muhafaza edilen etiitliik buluntularin
koruma ve onarimi 2018-2019 sezonu ¢alismalarinin
onemli kismini olusturmus ve pandemi siiresine
denk gelen 2020-2021 sezonu ¢aligmalarinin timini
teskil etmistir. Kerkenes sit alani i¢inde konservasyon
yontemleriyle korumaya alinmas: en zorlu olan kesim
Kapadokya Kapisidir. Bugiine dek ayakta olan bu mimari
Oge, sur sistemine ait yedi kent kapisindan biridir ve
kente son veren siddetli yangin ve yikim sirasinda yiiksek
1stya maruz kalarak yanmigtir. Kap1 kulelerinin ve kapi
i¢i avlusunun duvarlarini saglamlagtirmak amaciyla tas
duvar orgiisii i¢ine belirli araliklarla paralel bicimde
yerlestirilmis olan ahsap hatillar yanarak yok olmustur.
Ayrica, bu siddetli yangin taslarin da ¢atlamasina sebep
olmus ve yanarak parcalanan taslar duvarlarin yikina
kaldiramayacak duruma gelmistir. Yapr ¢okerken
duvarlarin tst kismindaki tas siralar1 yikilmig ve kapi igi
avlularina ve pasajlara dokiilmiistiir. Bu moloz, duvarlarin
alt kademedeki tas siralarina destek olusturarak yapinin
yiizyillarca ayakta kalmasina vesile olmustur. Kazilar
bir yandan kentin ge¢misini aydinlatmamizi saglamus,
fakat ayni zamanda, duvarlarin dibinde yigilarak
yapinin ayakta kalmasini saglayan moloz kaldirilinca,
restorasyon ¢abalarimiza ragmen yapi tekrar ¢okmeye
baglamigtir. 2010 sezonu kazilarinin hemen ardindan
Orta Kule'nin i¢ duvar1 gogmiis ve kuleye bitisik duvar
ise 2019 yilinda ¢okmiistiir. 2018-2021 yillarinda farkls
zamanlarda yapinin saglamhgini degerlendirmek tizere
caligmalara katilan proje ekibimize mensup miihendisler,
duvarlarin dibinde birikmis olan meyilli molozun kap:
yapisini stabilize ettigi sonucuna varmistir. Ozellikle kap1
yapisinin dis yiiziindeki egimli tas doseme bu sayede tiim
gorkemiyle ayakta kalmigtir. Arazinin granit kayaglardan
olusan ana kaya ozelligi uygulanabilecek koruma-
onarim yontemlerini kisitlamaktadir; ¢iinkii, 6rnegin
yapiy1 desteklemek amaciyla celik kasnak kurulacak olsa
direkler i¢cin zeminin matkapla delinmesinin yaratacag:
titresim yapinin ¢okiisiinii hizlandirma riski tagimaktadir.
Kap1 yapisinin ¢6kme hizinin yil be yil gézlemlenmesi ve
belgelenmesi amaciyla 2016 yilindan itibaren 2020 yili
harig her yil sistematik olarak hava fotograflar1 ¢ekilerek
yapinin 3 boyutlu fotogrametrik modeli olusturulmus
ve bu sayede her bir tagin pozisyonunun yil icinde ne
derece degistigi belgelenebilmistir. Hava fotograflarina

ek olarak, 2019 sezonunda Istanbul Rekare Mimarlik
Restorasyon sirketi tarafindan kapi yapisi lazer tarama
yontemi kullanilarak biitiinciil bigimde ti¢ boyutlu olarak
belgelenmis ve yap1 sanal ortamda modellenmistir.

Pandemi déneminde diger ¢aligmalar sekteye ugramis
olsa da Kaz1 Evi arkeolojik koruma-onarim laboratuvari
ve etiitliik eser depolarinda her yil diizenli olarak ele alinan
bakim c¢aligmalari, 2018-2021 yillarinda da kesintisiz
olarak sirdarilmistiir. 2018 sezonunda Batman
Universitesi, Kiiltiir Varliklarini Koruma ve Onarim
Boliimii 6grencisi Sevgi Alan, projemizin kalic1 ekip tiyesi
ve konservatorii Soran Avcil sorumlulugunda stajyer
olarak caligmalara katilmistir. Tiirkiye {niversiteleri
ile calisma ortakligi uzun yillardir siiregiden Kerkenes
Projesinin geleneksel olarak benimsedigi bir prensiptir.
2018 itibariyle koruma-onarim bransinda egitim géren
stajyer ogrencilerin projemize dahil edilmesi vesilesiyle
yurti¢indeki tiniversitelerle ortak ¢alismalarin bu ¢aligma
alanini da kapsar hale gelmesi bizim i¢in heyecan verici
bir girisim olmustur ve ekibimiz ilerleyen sezonlarda
da davet edilecek olan stajyer 6grencilerin egitimine
devam edecektir. 2018-2019 sezonlarinda laboratuvar
caligmalar1 kapsaminda arkeolojik ¢anak ¢omlek, hayvan
kemikleri ve komiirlesmis paleobotanik kalintilar iizerine
analizler de sirdtrilmistir. Ekibimizin 2018-2021
sezonlarinda ele aldig1 kapsamli ¢alismalardan bir digeri
kazi evi etiitlitk buluntu depolarinin tekrar diizenlenerek
laboratuvar ¢aligma alanlarinin genisletilmesi olmustur.
Projenin farkli ekip baskanlar1 tarafindan yonetildigi
donemlerde bulunan etiitliik malzeme, yo6netmelik
geregi bes yil boyunca depolandig1 sekilde muhafaza
edilmis ve bu siire dolduktan sonra depo alanlarindaki
malzemelerin tekrar kutulanip etiketlenmesi suretiyle
uzmanlar i¢in gereken galigma alanlari tesis edilmis ve
stiregiden kazilarimizda ele gegen etiitlitk buluntular icin
depolamaalanlarisaglanmistir. 2021 sezonunda, koruma-
onarim uzmanimiz Soran Avcilin tavsiyesi lzerine
hayata gecirdigimiz bir diger uygulama depomuzdaki
metal eser parcalarinin nemden korunmast i¢in ¢arsidan
alinabilen vakumlu torbalar icinde muhafaza edilmesidir.
Konservasyon uzmanlar1 tarafindan kullanilan 6zel
yalittim malzemelerine alternatif olarak kullandigimiz
bu diisiik maliyetli malzemenin uygunlugu yillar i¢inde
gozlenecektir.

Top A major task of 2021 was reorganizing and inventorying samples housed in the archaeological depots. Middle left Project illustrator
Dominique Langis-Barsetti inking finds from the 2018 season. Middle right Paleobotanists Lucas Proctor and Sydney Hunter processing soil
samples collected from Urban Block 8 to retrieve carbonized seeds and other carbonized material. Bottom In 2018, the new garage was outfitted
with a “lecture hall”, where specialists and instructors can give presentations and classes to the entire team.

Ust Etiitliik arkeolojik malzeme depolarimin tekrar diizenlenip envanterlenmesi 2021 sezonunun bagslca calismalarindan biri olmusgtur.

Orta sol Projenin teknik ¢izimcisi Dominique Langis-Barsetti 2018 buluntularinin rapido ile ¢izimini yapiyor. Orta sag Paleobotanik¢i Lucas
Proctor ve Sydney Hunter komiirlesmis tohum ve gesitli organik kalintilar: elde etmek icin Kent Yapi Adast 8den alinan toprak érneklerinin
yiizdiirme islemini gerceklestiriyor. Alt 2018de yeni garaj yapisi bir derslik’ olarak diizenlenmis ve boylece, uzmanlarin ve egitmenlerin ekip
iiyelerine ve ogrencilere gesitli konularda sunumlar yapabilecegi bir egitim alanina doniistiiriilmiistiir.
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I FACILITIES AND OUTREACH

Seasonal scarcity of water within the village of
Sahmuratl has always been an issue. As guests within the
village, we have always tried not to overuse the limited
water. Measures have included utilizing rain collection
tanks for intensive activities requiring non-potable water
such as flotation, limiting showers, and bringing in large
bottles of water for the team’s drinking needs. In 2018, the
Sorgun District Governor, as part of an ongoing village
improvement project, helped address this water need
year-round with a new water and waste management
system for the village. While we still utilize these strategies
to minimize our water usage, the new system provides a
more reliable water source for the entire village.

The other major facility improvement undertaken in
2019-2021 was the construction of a new two-story dorm
building, made possible through the generous support of
project sponsors. As the project’s team has expanded,
more bedrooms have become a pressing need. Once fully
furnished, the new dorm building, designed and built
in collaboration with the Department of Architecture at
Abdullah Giil University, in Kayseri, will provide beds for
up to 58 people, as well as new bathrooms

In 2018, outreach efforts included hosting teachers
and students from the Mehmet Akif Ersoy Middle
School in Sorgun. The students, donned with a HoloLens
augmented-reality headset, were able to try out the
DATCH field drawing software during their visit. This
software development sub-project is being funded by
two grants from the US National Endowment for the
Humanities (NEH) Digital Humanities Advancement
Grants (HAA-256218 and HAA-277278) and a Social
Science and Humanities Research Council of Canada
(SSHRC) Level I Partnership Grant (#PG 89-2018-1015),
“Computational Research on the Ancient Near East
(CRANE), first reported on in the previous Kerkenes
News. The team also visited Mehmet Akif Ersoy Middle
School and judged their local science fair. In 2018-2019,
we provided site tours to members of both the Japanese
and Swiss embassies. Further outreach efforts with local
schools were impossible in 2019, as the delay in issuing
the permit meant that school was already out for the year
when we arrived in Sorgun. We did, however, give a tour
of Kerkenes to students and teachers from the Yozgat
Social Service Center. Outreach efforts were suspended
in 2020-2021 due to the pandemic.

Top Yozgat Governor Kemal Yurtnag and other dignitaries being shown
around the excavation area in 2018. Middle Students from Mehmet Akif
Ersoy Middle School (left) and Abdullah Giil University (right) trying out

the DATCH field drawing software. Bottom left Kerkenes Project director
participating in the judging of the Mehmet Akif Ersoy Middle School science
fair, in 2018. Bottom right In 2018, a new water pump and depot were
built by the Sorgun District Governor to provide the village of Sahmuratl,
where the Kerkenes dig house is located, with a more reliable supply of
drinking water. As part of this project, new water and sewer pipes were laid
across the village, to which the excavation compound was connected.

Kerkenes Haberleri 2018-2021
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ALTYAPI CALISMALARI VE KAMUSAL
GIiRISIMLER

Sahmuratl Koyii'nde mevsimsel kuraklik nedeniyle su kaynaklarinin
kisitlilig: stirekli bir sorundur. Bahar ve yaz aylarinda misafir oldugumuz
kéyde kisith su kaynaklarini harcamamak konusunda hassasiyet
gosteren projemiz bu soruna karsi cesitli ¢oziimler tiretmektedir. Bu
ama¢ dogrultusunda, toprak analiz 6rneklerinin ytizdiirme teknigi gibi
cok su titketen islemlerde kullanilmak {izere kazi evine yagmur suyu
toplama tanklar1 yerlestirilmistir. Ayrica, ekibimiz ¢amasir yikama ve
dus ihtiyaci i¢in su kullanimi konusunda tasarruflu davranmakta ve igme
suyu ihtiyaci satin alinan damacanalarla karsilanmaktadir. 2018 yilinda,
Sorgun Kaymakamlig1 tarafindan bolgenin kirsal kesimlerinde baslatilan
yeni bir girisim kapsaminda koyiin temiz su ve atik su tesisat1 yeniden
yapilandirilmaya baslanmistir. Ekibimizin kendi ihtiyaglar1 ¢apinda su
kullaniminda tasarruflu davranmasinin 6tesinde, yeni gelistirilen bu tesisat
sistemi altyapi ve su temini konusunda tiim kéy i¢in kalic1 bir ¢oziimdiir.

2019-2021 yillarinda gergeklestirilen diger biiyiik altyap: gelistirme
girisimi, proje sponsorlarimizin comert katkilar1 sayesinde insa edilen
iki katli yatakhane binasidir. Proje ekibimizin genislemesiyle beraber
konaklama kapasitemizi genisletmek de ivedilikle ¢oziilmesi gereken bir
ihtiyaca déniigmiistiir. Kayseri Abdullah Giil Universitesi Mimarlik Boliimii
is birligi ile tasarlanarak inga edilen yeni yatakhane binasinin i¢ désemleri
tamamlandiginda bu bina ekibimizin ihtiyaglar1 icin ek banyolara ve 58
ekip tiyesini barindiracak yatak kapasitesine sahip olacaktur.

2018 calisma sezonunda Sorgun Mehmet Akif Ersoy Ortaokulu
ogrencileri ve 6gretmenleri kazi evine davet edilmistir. Projenin ve sit
alaninin ziyaretgilere tanitildig1 bu ziyaret esnasinda 6grenciler, HoloLens
arttirllmig gergeklik baghg: araciligiyla galistirilan ve arazi gizimleri igin
kullanilmas1 6ngoriilen DATCH uygulamasini deneme sans1 edinmistir.
flk olarak Kerkenes Haberleri biilteninin bir énceki sayisinda bahsetmis
oldugumuz bu teknolojik uygulama, A.B.D. Ulusal Beseri Ilimler Vakfi
(NEH) Sayisal Yontemler Gelistirme Bursu (HAA-256218 ve HAA-
277278) ve Kanada Sosyal ve Beseri Bilimler Konseyi (SSHRC) 2. Seviye
Ortak Caligma Fonu (#PG 89-2018-1015, CRANE - Eski Yakindogu
Bilisimsel Arastirma projesi) destegiyle edinilen iki ayr1 6denek
sayesinde gelistirilen bir alt projedir. Ayrica ekibimiz Mehmet Akif Ersoy
Ortaokulu’nu ziyaret etmis ve okulda diizenlenen bilim fuarinda hakemlik
gorevi listlenmistir. Bu yerel girisimlere ek olarak 2018-2019 sezonlarinda
Kerkenes'i ziyaret eden Japonya Biiyiikel¢iligi ve Isvicre Biiyiikelciligi
mensuplarina antik kent tanitilmistir. Diger taraftan, 2019 sezonunda kazi
aragtirma izninin onaylanmasinda yasanan gecikme sonucunda ekibimiz
Sorguna ulastiginda akademik yilin bitmis olmasi nedeniyle beldedeki
okullarda kamusal girisimlerin gerceklesmesi miimkiin olmamistir.
Projemizi ziyaret eden Yozgat Sosyal Hizmet Merkezinin egitmenleri
ve Ogrencilerine Kerkenes antik kenti tanitilmigtir. 2020-2021 yillarinda
pandemi nedeniyle herhangi bir kamusal ¢aligma gerceklestirilememistir.

Ust 20184de Yozgat Valisi Kemal Yurtnag ve eslik eden devlet erkani kazi alanini geziyor.
Orta Mehmet Akif Ersoy Ortaokulu (sol) ve Abdullah Giil Universitesi (sag) 6grencileri
DATCH arazi gizim cihazini deniyor. Sol alt 20184de Kerkenes Projesi bagkani, Mehmet Akif
Ersoy Ortaokulu bilim fuarinda hakemlik yapiyor. Sag alt Kerkenes Kazi Evinin yer aldig
Sahmuratl Koytinde temiz su ihtiyacinin diizenli bicimde karsilanabilmesi igin 2018de
Sorgun Kaymakami tarafindan yeni bir temiz su pompast ve su deposu kurulmugstur. Bu
tesisat kapsaminda koye dosenen temiz su ve atik su borular: Kazi Evi Yerleskesine de
baglanmstir.
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Lightning strikes Kerkenes’s highest point, the Byzantine fortress, during
a summer storm.

Bir yaz firtinasi esnasinda Kerkenes’'in en yiiksek noktasindaki Bizans
Kalesine yildirum diisiiyor.

The site map overlying a digital elevation model from the GPS survey.
Sit alaninin GPS verilerine dayali sayisal yiikseklik modeliyle
ortiistiiriilen haritas:.

Kerkenes Haberleri 2018-2021
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Department of Archaeology
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Associate Directors // Yardimci Baskanlar

. Sevil Baltali Tirpan
_Insan ve Toplum Bilimleri Boliimii
Istanbul Teknik Universitesi, Tiirkiye
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G. Bike Yazicioglu
Department of Archaeology
Simon Fraser University, Canada
email: bike_yazicioglu@sfu.ca

Assistant Directors / Yardima Baskanlar

Dominique Langis-Barsetti
University of Toronto, Canada

Tuna Kalayci
Universiteit Leiden, Nederland

Soran Avcil
Turkiye

Senior Researchers / Uzman Arastirmaclar

Niliifer Baturayoglu Yoney
Restoration architect/Restorasyon mimari, Mustafa Kemal Universitesi, Tiirkiye

Sarah R. Graff
Ceramicist/Seramikgi, Arizona State University, USA

Justine Goupil-Barsetti
Archivist/Arsiv sorumlusu, Canada

Amanda Groff
Archaeologist/ Arkeolog, University of Central Florida, USA

Jessica Robkin
GIS specialist/GIS uzmani, University of Central Florida, USA

Lucas Proctor
Paleobotanist/Paleobotanikgi, University of Connecticut, USA
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Canan Cakirlar Oddens
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John (Mac) Marston
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+90 354 421 5154 (international)
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| ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

We are grateful to the Turkish Ministry of Tourism
and Culture for providing the annual permits to
undertake the work during 2018-2021. This work has
been further facilitated and supported by the Yozgat
Museum Director Hasan K. Senyurt (2018), Acting
Directors Omer Yilmaz (2019-2020), and Liifti Ibis
(2021), and the staff of the Yozgat Museum. The work
would not have been possible without the Ministry
representatives Yilmaz Ergi (2018) from the Diyarbakir
Regional Cultural Heritage Preservation Board, Ertan
Yilmaz (2019) from the Karaman Museum, Gokhan
Akkul (2020) from the Batman Museum, and Hasan
Uguz (2021) from the Konya Museum. Additionally,
Yozgat Governors Kemal Yurtnag (2018), Kadir Cakir
(2019-2020), and Ziya Polat (2021); the Yozgat Culture
and Tourism Directors Hasan K. Senyurt (2019)
and Hiuseyin Cift¢i (2020-2021); the Sorgun District
Governors Dr. Mustafa Altinpinar (2018-2019) and
Bahadir Giines (2020-2021); the Sorgun Mayors Murat
Gurbtiz (2018) and Mustafa Erkut Ekinci (2019-
2021); the Sahmurathh Mayor Turan Bastiirk (2018-
2021); and the Sorgun Administrative Director Metin
Kayhan (2018-2021) who all generously facilitated
and supported the work of the project and the village,
excavation house compound, and road infrastructure
improvements. A very special thank you is due to
the village of $ahmurath and to the Kerkenes Guard,
Mehmet Erciyas, for graciously hosting the team
even during the pandemic. Finally, the project would
not exist without the work of its dedicated team and
the generosity of its sponsors, who supported us
throughout 2018-2021.
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| TESEKKURLER

2018-2021 yillar1 boyunca her ¢alisma sezonunda
projemizinkaziizninionaylayan Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti Kiiltiir
ve Turizm Bakanligrna minnettariz. Ayrica, yil be yil bizden
destegini esirgemeyen Yozgat Miizesi Midirligiine, Miize
Miidiirii Hasan K. Senyurt (2018), Miize Miidiir Vekili Omer
Yilmaz (2019-2020), Miize Miidiir Vekili Liifti Ibis (2021)
ve tiim Yozgat Miizesi personeline en icten tesekkiirlerimizi
sunariz. Caligmalarimizin siirdiiriilebilmesi icin elzem olan
Bakanlik Temsilcilerimize — Diyarbakir Kiiltiir Varliklarini
Koruma Boélge Kurulu Miidiirligirnden Yilmaz Ergi (2018),
Karaman Mizesinden Ertan Yilmaz (2019), Batman
Miizesinden Gokhan Akkul (2020) ve Konya Miizesinden
Hasan Uguz (2021) - tesekkiirii borg biliriz. Ayrica, Yozgat
Valisi Kemal Yurtna¢ (2018), Kadir Cakir (2019-2020)
ve Ziya Polat (2021); Yozgat 1l Kiiltiir Miidiirii Hasan K.
Senyurt (2019) ve Hiseyin Cift¢i (2020-2021); Sorgun
Kaymakami Dr. Mustafa Altinpinar (2018-2019) ve Bahadir
Giines (2020-2021); Sorgun Belediye Baskani1 Murat Giirbiiz
(2018) ve Erkut Ekinci (2019-2021); Sahmurath Koyii
Muhtar1 Turan Bastiirk (2018-2021) ve Sorgun ilge Ozel
Idare Miidiirii Metin Kayhana (2018-2021) projemize ve
kazi evimizin yer aldig1 kdyiin altyapisinin gelistirilmesi ve
yol yapimui i¢in verdikleri comert destek i¢in miitesekkiriz.
Her seyin otesinde, dostane tavirlariyla pandemi siiresince
dahi proje ekibimizin koylerinde barinmasina miisaade
eden Sahmuratlh Koyili sakinlerine ve Kerkenes Bekgisi
Mehmet Erciyasa goniil borcumuzu dile getirmek isteriz.
Son olarak belirtmemiz gerekir ki projemizin 2018-2021
yillarindaki stirekliligi fedakarca ¢alismalari i¢in kendilerine
miitesekkir oldugumuz ekip tiyelerimiz ve comertlikle mali
destegini bizden esirgemeyen sponsorlarimiz sayesinde
mimkiin olmustur.

The Kerkenes Dig House in the village of

Istanbul Sahmuratli, Sorgun municipality, Yozgat
province. Closest airports are in Ankara and
Sorgun Kayseri, while a high-speed train station is now
Ankara ® KERKENES YOZng ° . Zocited ) Yozgat gn-sp
Kayseri GRS Yozgat Ili Sorgun licesi Sahmuratl Kéyii'ndeki
Y YOZGAT Kerkenes Kazi Evi Yerleskesi. En yakin

havalimanlar: Ankara ve Kayseride, en yakin
hizli tren (YHT) istasyonu ise Yozgattadir.



The very large Iron Age city located on the high ridge
of the Kerkenes Dag1 in the Yozgat Province of central
Anatolia is the focus of the Kerkenes Project. The city was
built and inhabited for a generation or two, in the late 7th
and early 6th centuries BCE. It met a fiery destruction and
was abandoned in the 540s BCE, most likely as a casualty
of the conflict between Cyrus the Great of the Persian
Empire and King Croesus of the Lydian Empire, a conflict
that led to the destruction of many cities across Anatolia,
including Gordion and Sardis. Kerkenes’s ancient name
is unknown, but the site fits the description of the city of
Pteria, mentioned briefly in ancient sources.

The University of Chicago began work at the site during
a series of brief campaigns in the 1920s. In 1993, it was
the focus of renewed excavations alongside geophysical
and geospatial surveys. This on-going archaeological work
has revolutionized our understanding of this important
ancient city. The combination of precise excavations and
the use of new technologies has typified the work of the
Kerkenes Project over the past 29 years. Because of this, the
project and the site have gained international recognition,
and the projects discoveries have significantly changed
our understanding of the Iron Age in central Anatolia.
This research has also contributed more broadly to our
understanding of past, present, and future cities. None of
this would have been possible without the Kerkenes Project
sponsors and team members over the years. As we move
forward, we thank them for their ongoing generous support
and always welcome new partners to join us in the long-
term investigations of the ancient city at Kerkenes Dag1.

Kerkenes Projesi, I¢ Anadoluda Yozgat ili smirlar
icindeki Kerkenes Dag1 kayaliklar1 iizerinde genis bir alana
kurulmus olan Demir Cag1 kentiyle ilgili arastirmalari
kapsar. M.O. ge¢ 7. yiizyilda kurulan kentin yagami M.O.
erken 6. yiizyila dek ancak bir iki nesil boyunca stirmistiir.
Sehir M.O. 540l yillarda yakilarak yikilmug ve terk edilmistir.
Bu yikim biiyiik olasilikla, Anadoluda Gordion ve Sardis
gibi bircok kentin yikimmna sebep olan, Biiyiik Kiros
liderligindeki Pers Imparatorlugu ile Lydia Krali Kroisos
arasindaki savaslarin sonucudur. Kerkenes'te kurulu sehrin
eski adina dair kesin kamitlar olmasa da kalintilar antik
kaynaklarda bahsedilen Pteria kentine uygundur.

Arkeolojik sit alaninda ilk ¢aligmalar 1920lerde Sikago
Universitesinin kisa dénemli aragtirmalariyla baglamus,
1993te jeofizik ve cografi mekan yontemlerine dayanan
calismalar tekrar hayata gegirilmistir. Stiregiden arkeolojik
calismalar bu 6nemli antik kente dair algimizi bambagka
bir boyuta tasimistir. Gegen 29 yil boyunca Kerkenes
Projesinin karakterini belirleyen unsur, arkeolojik
kazilarla eszamanli siiren yenilik¢i teknolojilere dayali
uygulamalardir. Bu sayede uluslararasi ¢apta taninarak
itibar kazanan kentin ve projenin ortaya koydugu veriler I¢
Anadolu Demir Cagrnin kiiltiirel tarihine dair anlayisimizi
biiyiik 6l¢iide degistirmistir. Aragtirmalar ayrica sehirlerin
ve kentlesmenin ge¢cmisi, bugilinii ve gelecegi konusunda
da aydnlaticidir. Bu kazanimlar, Kerkenes Projesi ekip
tyelerinin ve sponsorlarimizin destegi ile miimkiin
olmustur. Kendilerine tesekkiirlerimizi sunar ve ilerleyen
yillarda, Kerkenes Dagrnda konumlanmis antik kentteki
uzun soluklu arastirmalarimizin her daim yeni katilimcilara
acik oldugunu belirtmek isteriz.

Sponsors and collaborators / Sponsorlar ve destekciler
2018-2021

THE MEROPS FOUNDATION
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Kerkenes Project
Department of Anthropology, University of Central Florida
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Or donate online through the UCF Foundation
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