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ANT4183 (0001) Archaeological Sciences Syllabus 
Spring 2019 • 3 credit hours 


Tuesdays and Thursdays 3:00-4:15pm • HPA 116 
 


Professor Contact 
Professor: Dr. Sandra Wheeler 
Office:  Howard Phillips Hall 309F (Main Campus) 
Office Hours: Tuesdays and Wednesdays 1:00-2:00pm and by appointment 
Contact: Sandra.Wheeler@ucf.edu or Inbox in Webcourses 
Graduate Teaching Assistant (GTA) Contact 
GTA:  Rachel Gregoire 
Office Hours: TBA 
Contact: Discussions or Inbox 
University Course Catalogue Description 
Methods and instrumentation routinely used in archaeology and forensic archaeology as applied 
to crime scenes. 
Course Description 
This is an interdisciplinary course that discusses a variety of topics relevant to law enforcement 
and Forensic Archaeology. This course will use examples from a number of disciplines such as 
Criminal Justice, Forensic Science, Forensic Anthropology, and Archaeology. Examples 
presented in this course will be of particular interest to students who, in the future, may work 
with materials recovered from forensic or field archaeology contexts. Please be aware that this 
is an advanced course. You are expected to keep up with the course materials and readings. 
Archaeologists extensively ‘borrow’ methods used in the natural sciences when working with 
material remains. Throughout the course we will evaluate the many ways that archaeological 
science contributes to our knowledge about forensic, historic, and ancient material remains. 
First, we will discuss the latest techniques and instrumentation used to locate sites, identify 
areas for excavation and methods of recovery. We will then look at the burial environment and 
the changes that take place in organic and inorganic materials over time. The remainder of the 
course will emphasize the instrumentation and analytical techniques needed to extract 
information embedded in archaeological and forensic evidence. 
We will explore these various topics through assigned readings as well as through lectures and 
films. You will be assessed through quizzes, Case Study responses, and exams. The syllabus 
may be modified, as determined by your professor. All changes will be announced in class or on 
Webcourses. 
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Learning Outcomes 
By the end of this course you will: 


• Explain how forensic anthropology and forensic archaeology methods are applied to 
crimes scenes, mass disasters, and mass graves. 


• Identify how various methods and instrumentation used in natural sciences intersect with 
materials science in archaeology. 


• Understand the basic field methods for locating and identifying sites for excavation and 
recovery. 


• Examine how methods and instrumentation are routinely used in archaeological 
prospection and kinds of materials that may be located. 


• Use case studies to learn how data produced with these scientific techniques can 
address major research questions in forensic and field archaeology. 


Required Texts 
There are no required texts for this course. I will provide you weekly readings electronically 
on Webcourses. Woo! 
Grading Scale (+/- letter grades) 
A 94-100% B+ 87-89% C+ 77-79% D 60-69% 
A- 90-93% B 84-86% C 70-76% F 59% or below 
  B- 80-83%     


 
Important Things About Your Grade! 
This course is a requirement for Criminal Justice certificates. Many programs require you to 
earn a “C” or better for this course to count towards your degree! Lucky for you, I don't assign C-
! 
Student Evaluation 
Your final grade for the course is weighted and is based on your performance on the following: 
Assignment Percent Description 


Case Study 
Responses 


20%  Complete 10 of 12 responses to case studies in forensic 
anthropology, archaeology, and archaeological sciences 


Module quizzes 20% Complete 11 of 12 online quizzes made up of true/false, multiple 
choice, fill-in-the-blank questions 


Exams 60%  Complete 3 online exams made up of true/false, multiple choice, 
fill-in-the-blank short answer questions 


Attendance: Be here. Attendance is not taken in class, HOWEVER it is essential to doing well 
in this course (well, in any course, really). An overwhelming majority of the course material you 
will see on your exams is introduced and discussed in class, so regular attendance is highly 
recommended. Also, I have some really cool guest speakers lined up so you won’t want to miss 
those! 
Case Study Responses: I will post a number of articles for you to read and provide you with 
questions to answer. Although there are 12 posted Case Studies, you are only required to turn 
in 10 of these. You may choose any 10 you like, but you must turn in each online by their 
respective due dates. If you skip a Case Study Response, you will receive a zero for that 
assignment. Webcourses Gradebook will automatically drop the lowest two scores when 
calculating your final Case Study Response grade. All reading responses will be run through 
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TurnItIn.com, so make sure you turn in your own work in your own words. Case Study 
Responses are worth 20% of your final grade. 
Quizzes: Each module contains a quiz made up of true/false, multiple choice, and fill-in-the-
blank questions. There are 12 quizzes, your lowest quiz score will be dropped. Quizzes are 10 
points each and are worth 20% of your final grade. 
Exams: There are 3 exams in this course. All exams are taken online. Exams are made up of 
true/false, multiple choice, short answer and fill-in-the blank questions. There will be no make-
ups for exams without proper documentation (this means a doctor’s note, proof of accident, 
family emergency, etc.; also see section on make-up work). Once you begin an exam, you 
must finish it! The exams are timed so if you run over the allotted time, you will be cut off and 
you will not be able to make up the missed questions. Important: Once you start an exam, you 
must complete it. Exams close at midnight on the final available date, even if you are still taking 
it, so make sure you give yourself enough time to complete them (i.e., start taking them well 
before 10:00 pm on their respective due dates). Exams are 100 points each and are worth 60% 
of your final grade! The final exam (Exam 3) is not cumulative and is available during 
Finals Week. If you prefer to take a paper exam, please contact me at the beginning of the 
semester to make the appropriate arrangements. 
What About Make-Up Work? 
Students who represent the university in an authorized event or activity (for example, 
student-athletes) and who are unable to meet a course deadline due to a conflict with that event 
must provide the instructor with documentation in advance to arrange a make-up. No penalty 
will be applied. 
Make-up assignments, quizzes or exams may be given in extreme circumstances such as the 
birth/arrival of a new baby (hey, there were 2 last term!), bereavement, catastrophe, hurricanes, 
pan-Internet virus, etc. Please note that the make-up quiz/exam/assignment may be different 
than the original quiz/exam/assignment. Out-of-town vacations, trips, mild colds, computer 
malfunctions, power outages, World War Z, and other similar circumstances do not qualify as 
extreme. If you experience an exceptional family emergency or other circumstance that 
affects your coursework and/or causes you to miss multiple assignments or exams, let me know 
as soon as possible and contact Student Care Services: https://scs.sdes.ucf.edu/services/ 
It is your responsibility to contact me. I can't help you unless I know there is a problem. 
In exceptional circumstances, an incomplete grade may be given per University policies. 
Individual arrangements must be made with your professor for the completion of the course 
requirements, but in no case will the date set extend beyond the end of the following semester. 
Students who experience chronic medical or personal problems that prevent them from logging 
in regularly and participating are encouraged to review policies relating to securing a leave of 
absence from their university studies. 
Course Requirements 
This course begins on MONDAY JAN 7, 2019 and ends on MONDAY APR 22, 2019. The Final 
Exam (Exam 3) is available during Final's Week, WEDNESDAY APR 24-SUNDAY APR 28, 
2019. Over the course of this semester, you will be expected to: 


• Attend all lectures and participate in class 
• Review all electronic materials materials and assigned readings 
• Complete all quizzes, assignments and exams by their due dates 
• Attend class regularly 
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Please note the due dates carefully. I do not accept late assignments unless there is a valid 
excuse (see section on make-up work). You are advised of this from the start, and you should 
recognize that it is your responsibility to be aware of all due dates for this course. 
Important Information 
Important Things: First and foremost, read this syllabus. This document is your guide so that 
you can keep up with the scheduled readings, assignments and exams. There are many due 
dates for the case study responses, so you have to stay on top of this. Second, if you email me 
or your TA using your Knights account, include ANT 4183 or Arch Sciences in the subject 
heading and don’t forget to include your full name so we know who you are. Otherwise, use the 
Inbox function in Webcourses to contact us. Lastly, read the syllabus, it really is like your best 
friend for this course. 
This course is supplemented with materials posted on Webcourses, so it is important to have 
reliable access to the Internet. Lucky for you, there are computers available for your use all over 
campus. 
Getting Started Information: We are required to document students' academic activity at the 
beginning of each course. In order to document that you began this course, YOU MUST TAKE 
THE GETTING STARTED QUIZ BY FRIDAY JANUARY 11. Failure to do so will result in a 
delay in the disbursement of your financial aid. And no one wants that. These quiz points will be 
added to your quiz points, so you might as well take the free points. 
Academic Responsibility 
Time management, problem solving, responsibility and personal accountability are among the 
most important things you can learn in college. To be successful in this class (and in college in 
general), you will need to attend regularly, keep up with assigned readings, and make every 
effort to complete assignments on time and in a professional manner. 
Academic integrity: Plagiarism and cheating of any kind on an examination, quiz, or 
assignment will result at least in an "F" for that assignment (and may, depending on the severity 
of the case, lead to an "F" or “Z” for the entire course) and may be subject to appropriate referral 
to the UCF Office of Student Conduct for further action. See the UCF Golden Rule and the UCF 
Rules of Conduct for further detail. I will assume that you will adhere to the academic creed of 
this University and will maintain the highest standards of academic integrity. In other words, 
don't cheat by giving answers to others or taking them from anyone else. If you let your friend 
copy your homework or exam answers, that is plagiarism also and you will both be 
subject to a Z grade. Keep this in mind before you decide to "help out" a friend. Also, please 
keep in mind while the Internet is an excellent source of quick information, it is not necessarily 
an excellent source of valid information and may also be a source of plagiarism in its own right. 
Absolutely do not copy and paste from the Internet on any assignment or exam. This will be bad 
for you. And anyhow, I have Google too so I'll know. 
*I will also adhere to the highest standards of academic integrity, so please do not ask 
me to change or expect me to change your grade illegitimately or to bend or break rules 
for one person that will not apply to everyone. This is particularly the case when it comes 
to final grades.* 
Respect for diversity: This class will be conducted in a way that respects all aspects of 
diversity. It is expected that everyone show respect for one another and the diverse issues and 
topics that will be covered. 
Campus Safety 
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Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise during class, everyone needs to work 
together. Students should be aware of their surroundings and familiar with some basic safety 
and security concepts.  


• In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance. 
• Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall near 


the door. Students should make a note of the guide’s physical location and review the 
online version at <http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html>.  


• Students should know the evacuation routes from each of their classrooms and have a 
plan for finding safety in case of an emergency. 


• If there is a medical emergency during class, students may need to access a first-aid kit 
or AED (Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those are located, see 
<http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/AEDlocations-UCF> (click on link from menu on left). 


• To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text 
alerts by going to <https://my.ucf.edu> and logging in. Click on “Student Self Service” 
located on the left side of the screen in the toolbar, scroll down to the blue “Personal 
Information” heading on the Student Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the 
information, including e-mail address, cell phone number, and cell phone provider, click 
“Apply” to save the changes, and then click “OK.” 


• Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their 
instructors outside of class. 


Student Accessibility Services 
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all 
persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students 
with disabilities who need accommodations in this course must contact the professor at the 
beginning of the semester to discuss needed accommodations. No accommodations will be 
provided until the student has met with the professor to request accommodations. Students who 
need accommodations must be registered with Student Accessibility Services, Ferrel Commons 
185, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, or sas@ucf.edu before 
requesting accommodations from the professor. 
Course Lecture and Assignment Schedule 
Changes to the lecture, assignment schedules and occasionally, readings, are not expected but 
may occur. Your professor reserves the right to make reasonable adjustments to the 
assignment schedule. Any changes will be announced through Canvas. Due dates and required 
readings can be found in the table below. 


Module Topic and Readings Due Dates 


Module 1 Crime Scenes and Forensic Archaeology 
Read: 


• An Introduction to Archaeology for Forensic 
Scientists. M. Connor 


• Introduction to Forensic Archaeology. Dupras et al. 
• Crime Scene Investigation, Archaeology and 


Taphonomy: Reconstructing Activities at Crime 
Scenes. Groen and Berger 


Quiz 1 due JAN 20 
Case Study 1 due JAN 20 


Module 2 Understanding the Forensic Context and Applying 
Archaeological Methods 
Read: 


• Applying Archaeological Methods in a Forensic 
Context. Dupras et al. 


Quiz 2 due JAN 27 
Case Study 2 due JAN 27 
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• The Expert Witness and the Court of Law. M. 
Henneberg 


• The Contributions of Archaeology and Physical 
Anthropology to the John McRae Case: a trial and a 
retrial. Saur et al. 


Module 3 Search Methods for Locating Human Remains 
Read: 


• Locating Buried Remains. M Connor 
• Search Techniques for Locating Human Remains. 


Dupras et al. 


Quiz 3 due FEB 3 
Case Study 3 due FEB 3 


Module 4 Methods of Geophysical Survey and Mapping 
Read: 


• Methods of Geophysical Survey. Dupras et al. 
• Survey and Mapping Methods. Dupras et al. 


Quiz 4 due FEB 10 
Case Study 4 due FEB 10 


Module 5 Excavation and Recovery 
Read:  


• Excavating Human Remains. M. Connor 
• How to Do Forensic Archaeology under the Auspices 


of the United Nations and Other Large Organizations. 
Wright and Hanson 


Quiz 5 due FEB 17 
Case Study 5 due FEB 17 


Exam 1 (Available Online from 8:00am on THURSDAY FEB 14 to 11:59pm EST on SATURDAY, FEB 16, 
2019) 


Module 6 Forensic Entomology and Botany 
Read: 


• Collecting Botanical and Entomological Evidence. 
Dupras et al. 


• Taphonomy and Time: Estimating the Postmortem 
Interval. Love and Marks 


Quiz 6 due FEB 24 
Case Study 6 due FEB 24 


Module 7 Burial Environment and Taphonomy 
Read: 


• Postmortem Changes to Bone. S. Byers 
• Taphonomic Changes to Blunt Force Trauma: A 


Preliminary Study. Clace et al. 
• History and Development of the First Anthropology 


Research Facility, Knoxville Tennessee. Vidoli et al. 


Quiz 7 due MAR 3 
Case Study 7 due MAR 3 


Module 8 Interpreting the Body Post-Recovery: Methods 
Read: 


• Introducing Forensic Anthropology. D. Steadman 
• Multidisciplinary Approach to Human Identification in 


Homicide Investigation. Ubelaker et al. 


Quiz 8 due MAR 24 
Case Study 8 due MAR 24 


Module 9 Mass Disaster and DMORT 
Read:  


• The Role of the Anthropologist in Disaster Victim 
Identification: The Bali Incidents of 2002 and 2004. 
Briggs and Buck 


• Disaster Anthropology: The 2004 Asian Tsunami. S. 
Black 


Quiz 9 due APR 7 
Case Study 9 due APR 7 
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• Forensic Anthropology in Disaster Response. P. 
Sledzik 


Exam 2 (Available Online from 8:00am on THURSDAY MAR 21 to 11:59pm EST on SATURDAY, MAR 
23, 2019) 


Module 10 Forensic Archaeology, Human Rights and Mass Graves 
Read: 


• Grave Challenges in Iraq. Congram and Sterenberg 
• Dealing with the Remains of Conflict: An International 


Response to Crimes Against Humanity, Forensic 
Recovery, Identification, and Repatriation in the 
Former Yugoslavia. Sterenberg 


• Blunt Force Cranial Trauma in the Cambodian Killing 
Fields. Ta’ala et al. 


• The Heroic and the Hidden Dead: Zimbabwe and 
Exhumations. Eppel. 


Quiz 10 due APR 14 
Case Study 10 due APR 14 


Module 11 Guest Lecture 
Read: 


• TBA 


Quiz 11 due APR 21 
Case Study 11 due APR 21 


Module 12 Case Study in Forensic Archaeology 
Read: 


• TBA 


Quiz 12 due APR 27 
Case Study 12 due APR 27 


Exam 3 (Available Online during Finals Week from 8:00am on WEDNESDAY APR 24 to 11:59pm EST 
on SATURDAY, APR 27, 2019) 


*Schedule and readings subject to change as needed by your instructor. I will announce any changes to 
the syllabus on Webcourses. 
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HUMAN ORIGINS 
ANT 4586C / Spring 2019 


 


  
 Lecture: Thursdays 9:00-10:15 AM/ BA1 121  


 Lab: Tuesdays 9:00-10:15 AM or 10:30-11:50 AM/ MSB 149 
 
 Instructor: Dr. Emily Zavodny    
 Office: HPH 103      
 Office Hours: Tuesdays 3-5 pm & Thursdays 10:30 am -12:30 pm 
 Email: Emily.Zavodny@ucf.edu or via Webcourses 
 


GTA: Ms. Tyler Vanburen 
Office: TBA 
Office Hours: TBA 
Email: via Webcourses 


 
 
University Catalogue Description 
 


The fossil evidence for human evolution from Miocene hominoids through the 
Australopithecines to the earliest members of the genus Homo. 
 
Overview 
 


This course will introduce students to evolutionary concepts frequently explored within 
biological/physical anthropology. Students will be introduced to evolutionary theory, our 
primate origins, non-human primate and human anatomical diversity, fossil dating, fossil 
phylogenetic classification and the human family tree, locomotion patterns, and various 
potential human ancestors including those in the genus Homo. We will explore these 
various topics through readings from your textbook as well as through lectures, films, 
and additional readings. You will be assessed via lab activities, quizzes, short papers, 
and exams.  
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Objectives 
By the end of this course, you will be able to: 


• Understand paleoanthropology and how it relates to the anthropological discipline 
• Understand theoretical concepts related to non-human primate and human 


evolution 
• Identify key anatomical changes that have occurred over millions of years 


throughout evolution, ultimately leading to the unique suite of traits associated 
with contemporary humans 


• Understand how different lines of evidence inform us of our evolutionary history 
• Become familiar with anatomical and morphological diversity of various fossil 


specimens of potential human ancestors 
• Formulate knowledgeable questions about our past and our future as we 


continue to adapt to our ever-changing environment 
 
Materials 
There is one required textbook for this class. 
 


 


Reconstructing Human Origins: a modern synthesis 
Authors: Glenn Conroy & Herman Pontzer 
Edition: 3rd  
Publisher: W.W. Norton 
Year: 2012 
ISBN: 978-0393912890 


 
Student Financial Assistance has two programs to assist financial aid recipients with 
purchasing their textbooks: the Textbook Purchase Program and the Short Term 
Advance for Books. Students must select one or the other of the two programs, not 
both, during any given semester. Students who apply late for financial aid or have 
incomplete files should be prepared to cover their textbook expenses out-of-
pocket. Additional information can be found at https://finaid.ucf.edu/receiving/funds-for-
books/. Check the Bulletin Boards on myUCF for specific dates and information 
throughout the year. 
 


I also highly recommend bookmarking the Smithsonian Human Origins Institute website 
for helpful study tools, interactive maps and great images of our human ancestors. 


• http://humanorigins.si.edu/ 
• http://humanorigins.si.edu/evidence/human-family-tree 
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Class Structure 
 


Class time is divided between lectures and labs. Lectures take place on Thursdays, 
when we meet as one group in BA1 121. On Tuesdays, you will attend one of two 
designated lab periods in MSB 149. You should only attend your assigned lab section. 
 


Grading 
 


Your final grade is based on the following: financial aid activity (1), exams (3), reading 
quizzes (11), labs (10), and short response papers (2). The total value for all 
assignments is 600 points, meaning your final letter grade is based directly on how 
many points you earn throughout the semester. If you wish to discuss your grade, 
please come see Tyler or me during our office hours or schedule an appointment. We 
cannot discuss grades via email. 
 


 FINANCIAL AID ACTIVITY: 10 POINTS (1 X 10 POINTS) 
 


I am required to document your academic activity at the beginning of each course due to 
financial aid issues. In order for me to do this, you must complete the Introductory 
Quiz (Financial Aid Activity) by 5 PM (EST) Friday, Jan 11. Failure to do so 
will result in a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid and no one wants that! 
 


 EXAMS: 300 POINTS (3 X 100 POINTS EACH) 
 


There will be three (3) non-cumulative exams throughout the semester. They will consist 
of multiple choice, true/false, fill-in-the-blank, fossil identifier, and short answer 
questions. 
 


 ONLINE READING QUIZZES: 110 POINTS (11 X 10 POINTS EACH) 
 


Readings are assigned as a group for each module, meaning you should complete all 
readings before you come to lecture on Thursday in order to understand and participate 
in class discussions. To facilitate this there will be twelve (12) online reading quizzes 
throughout the semester. Quizzes will be posted on Monday and due by 9:00 AM the 
following Thursday. Your lowest quiz score will be dropped at the end of the semester. 
Quizzes will consist of multiple choice, true/false, and/or fill-in-the-blank questions.  
 


 LAB ACTIVITIES:  100 POINTS (10 X 10 POINTS EACH) 
 


You will complete eleven (11) labs throughout the semester. Lab material will only be 
available during your assigned lab times. Given the interactive and collaborative nature 
of these assignments, you will NOT be able to make up a missed lab activity. Your 
lowest lab grade will be dropped at the end of the semester. 
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PDFs of lab materials will be made accessible to you on Webcourses the day before 
lab. Each lab has a reading component consisting of several pages of text that will help 
you complete the lab during lab time. Students are responsible for reading lab 
material BEFORE attending the lab. It is your responsibil i ty to print out 
your lab reading material and assignment before attending the lab. You 
should review lab reading and questions beforehand.  
 
During the lab, you will work in groups of 3-4 students. Only one worksheet needs to be 
turned in per group, but make sure everyone’s name is listed. When finished, each 
group should turn in the lab and leave.  
 


 SHORT RESPONSE PAPERS: 80 POINTS (2 X 40 POINTS EACH) 
 


You will be required to write two (2) short response papers responding to questions 
raised by our discussions in class. These papers are tentatively due on February 28 and 
April 18. A more detailed description and grading rubric for these papers will be 
provided closer to these dates. 
 


Final Grades 
 


Letter grades will be assigned according to the table below. You can calculate your final 
grade using the following formula: 
 


 Percentage Grade = (Total Financial Aid Activity Points Earned + Total Exam  
  Points Earned + Total Quiz Points Earned + Total Lab Activity Points  
  Earned + Total Short Response Paper Points Earned) /600 
 


 
 
 


Final grades will be rounded up to the nearest whole number IF the grade is within 0.5 
points of this next highest number. For instance, a grade of 89.5 will be rounded to a 90, 
but a grade of 89.49 will not. No extra credit assignments will be offered.  
 
Late Work & Make-Up Policy 
 


All assignments are due in-class on the date indicated on the course schedule and 
syllabus. You may submit late work without a university excuse up to four (4) days after 
the due date, but with a 15% deduction per day from your grade on that assignment. I 
will not accept anything beyond four days past the deadline. You cannot make up 
missed lab activities. 
 


Students with a university-approved excuse (hospitalization, jury duty, family 
emergency) may be asked to provide documentation in order to make up graded 
assignments. Students with an approved excuse must also contact me before the 


Letter Grade A B C D F 
Percentage 90-100 80-89 70-79 60-69 ≤ 59 
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assignment in question is due, otherwise no accommodations will be made. All make-up 
work is at the discretion of the instructor. 
 


Communication 
 


You must check the course webpage and your Knights email regularly as these are the 
primary means of communication for this course. We will be using our Webcourse page 
to post important information throughout the semester, including grades, required 
reading, and announcements. Some assignments, such as quizzes, will be completed 
and submitted entirely on Webcourses. You are responsible for all of the information 
posted online to our course page. 
 


Email is the best way to communicate with Tyler (your GTA) or me if you have any 
questions about readings, specific assignments, or anything else not answered in the 
syllabus. Please include the course and section numbers in your email subject line, as 
well as a salutation and your name in the body of the email. We will respond to emails 
within 48 hours of receiving them, but please note that it may take us the full 48 hours to 
respond. Waiting for a response is not an excuse for missing an assignment deadline.  
 


Academic Responsibil i ty 
 


First and foremost, read the syllabus and course schedule. This document is your guide 
so that you can keep up with the scheduled readings, modules, and assignments. Time 
management, problem solving, responsibility, and personal accountability are among 
the most important things you can learn in college. To be successful in this class (and in 
college in general), you will need to check Webcourses regularly (and often!), keep up 
with assigned readings, and make every effort to complete assignments, quizzes and 
exams on time and in a professional manner. Lastly, if you’ve read this far, email me a 
picture of your favorite primate by January 12th for two extra credit points. 
 


Course Etiquette 
 


Anthropology is focused on understanding the diversity of human life. The readings, 
discussions, and assignments required in this class will address many controversial 
topics, including sexual behavior, gender norms, and religious beliefs and practices. 
Many of the examples covered will seem strange and possibly objectionable to you, just 
as your own way of life may seem objectionable to many others around the world. This 
class does not require you to agree with, believe in, or choose to follow any particular 
way of life and it does not ask you to be uncritical about social or cultural patterns. You 
are, however, expected to approach alternative perspectives with respect and to listen 
to and seek to understand unfamiliar points of view. You also have the right to have 
others respectfully listen to and seek to understand your point of view. Please feel free 
to come and see us at any point in the semester if you have any concerns. 
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Laptops are allowed in class for note-taking only. If you are you using your laptop for 
other purposes, you will be asked to put it away. Cellphones should be silenced and 
stored out of sight for the entirety of the class. 
 


Academic Integrity 
 


As reflected in the UCF creed, integrity and scholarship are core values that should 
guide our conduct and decisions as members of the UCF community. Plagiarism and 
cheating - presenting another’s ideas, arguments, words or images as your own, 
using unauthorized material, or giving or accepting unauthorized help on assignments 
or tests - contradict the educational value of course exercises and are very serious 
academic offenses. Violations of these rules will result in a record of the infraction being 
placed in your file and receiving a zero on the work in question AT A MINIMUM. At my 
discretion, you may also receive a failing grade for the course. Confirmation of such 
incidents can also result in suspension or expulsion from the University. Students are 
expected to familiarize themselves with and follow the University’s Rules of Conduct 
(see http://www.osrr.sdes.ucf.edu/).  
 


Student Accessibil i ty and Accommodations 
 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all 
persons with disabilities. Students with disabilities who need disability-related access 
in this course should contact Student Accessibility Services (SAS) and me as soon as 
possible. More information can be found at http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/. SAS is located at 
Ferrell Commons Room 185 and can be contacted via email (sas@ucf.edu) or phone 
(407-823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone 407-823-2116). 
 


Religious Observances 
 


Students must notify me in advance if they intend to miss class for a religious 
observance. For a current schedule of major religious holidays, see the Faculty Center’s 
main web page under “Calendars,” and for additional information, contact the Office of 
Diversity Initiatives at 407-823-6479. 
 


Dep loyed Ac t ive  Duty  Mi l i ta ry  S tudents  
 


A deployed active duty military student who feels the need for a special 
accommodation due to that unique status should contact me to discuss the 
circumstances. 
 


Campus Safety Procedures 
 


Emergencies on campus are rare, but students should be aware of their surroundings 
and familiar with some basic safety and security concepts. Every UCF classroom 
contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall near the door. Students 
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should make a note of the guide’s physical location and review the online version at 
http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html. Students with special needs related 
to emergency situations should speak with me outside of class. 
 
Course Lecture and Assignment Schedule 
 


Changes to the lecture and assignment schedules are not expected but may occur (i.e., 
zombie apocalypse). I reserve the right to make reasonable adjustments to the 
assignment schedule and will announce any changes via Webcourses. Due dates for 
assignments can be found in the table below.  
 
 
COURSE SCHEDULE 
    ** All reading quizzes are due by 9:00 AM on the date indicated. 
 


Dates Topic & Readings Activ i t ies and Due Dates 


Module 0 Introduction Financial Aid Activity (Due by 5PM Jan 11) 


Module 1 Humans as Primates 
Chapter 1 


Lab 1 (Jan 15) 


Module 2 The Plio-Pleistocene 
Chapter 2 


Reading Quiz 1 (Jan 17) 
Lab 2 (Jan 22) 


Module 3 Dating Fossils 
Chapter 3 


Reading Quiz 2 (Jan 24) 
Lab 3 (Jan 29) 


Module 4 Classifying Fossil Hominins 
Chapter 4 


Reading Quiz 3 (Jan 31) 


Exam 1: Tuesday, February 5 


Module 5 Miocene Hominoids 
Chapter 5 


Reading Quiz 4 (Feb 7) 
Lab 4 (Feb 12) 


Module 6 South Africa Australopiths 
Chapter 6 


Reading Quiz 5 (Feb 14) 
Lab 5 (Feb 19) 


Module 7 East Africa Australopiths 
Chapter 7 


Reading Quiz 6 (Feb 21) 
Lab 6 (Feb 26) 


Module 8 Australopith Paleobiology & Phylogeny 
Chapter 8 


Reading Quiz 7 (Feb 28) 
Short Response Paper (Feb 28) 


Exam 2: Tuesday, March 5 


Module 9 Origins of Genus Homo & Culture 
Chapter 9 


Reading Quiz 8 (March 7) 
Lab 7 (March 19) 


Module 10 Homo erectus 
Chapter 10 


Reading Quiz 9 (March 21) 
Lab 8 (March 26) 
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Module 11 “Archaic” Hominins & the Middle Pleistocene 
Chapter 11 


Reading Quiz 10 (March 28) 
Lab 9 (April 2) 


Module 12 “Modern” Human Origins 
Chapter 12 


Reading Quiz 11 (April 4) 
Lab 10 (April 9) 


Module 13 Neandertals & Friends 
Chapter 13 


Reading Quiz 12 (April 11) 
Lab 11 (April 16) 


Module 14 Course Review  Short Response Paper (April 18) 


Exam 3: Thursday, Apri l  25 
7:00-9:50 AM 
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ANT2511(0003) / Spring 2019  


Tuesdays and Thursdays 1:30-2:45 PM  


HPA1 0112 
 
 Instructor: Dr. Emily Zavodny    
 Office: HPH 103      
 Office Hours: Tuesdays 3-5 pm & Thursdays 10:30 am -12:30 pm 
 Email: Emily.Zavodny@ucf.edu or via Webcourses 
 


GTA: Ms. Tyler Vanburen 
Office: TBA 
Office Hours: TBA 
Email: via Webcourses 


 
 
University Catalogue Description 
 Human biological variation in an evolutionary perspective. This course satisfies 
the Science Foundation for the General Education Program (GEP) for many UCF 
degree programs. Please consult your college adviser to evaluate how this course 
applies to your degree requirements. 
 
Overview 
 Who are we? Where do we come from? Why do we look and act the way we do? 
The focus of this course is to address these questions and others related to human 
evolution and variation, both past and present. 
 In the first section of this course, we will investigate modern genetics and forces 
of evolution that serve as a basic context for understanding human variation. During the 
second section, we will examine our living non-human primate relatives and a few of our 
earliest non-human ancestors to see what they can tell us about ourselves as humans. 
Finally, in the last section we will look at the emergence and evolution of modern 
humans and the future of our species. We will explore these various topics through 
readings from your textbook as well as through lectures, films, and additional readings. 
You will be assessed through assignments, quizzes and exams.  
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Objectives 
By the end of this course, you will be able to: 


• Discuss basic concepts and methods in biological anthropology. 
• Explain the history and modern synthesis of evolutionary thought. 
• Identify structures and processes of modern genetics and evolutionary forces. 
• Use an evolutionary perspective to interpret the adaptations and variations 


among modern humans  
• Compare and contrast our place in nature through the biology, habitats, and 


behavior of living primates. 
• Evaluate the fossil evidence used to understand our past. 
• Formulate knowledgeable questions about our past and our future as we 


continue to adapt to our ever-changing environment. 
 
Materials 
 


There is one required textbook for this class. 
 


 


Essentials of Physical Anthropology 
Author: Clark Spencer Larsen 
Edition: 3rd  
Publisher: W.W. Norton 
Year: 2015 
ISBN: 0393938662  


 
Student Financial Assistance has two programs to assist financial aid recipients with 
purchasing their textbooks: the Textbook Purchase Program and the Short Term 
Advance for Books. Students must select one or the other of the two programs, not 
both, during any given semester. Students who apply late for financial aid or have 
incomplete files should be prepared to cover their textbook expenses out-of-
pocket. Additional information can be found at https://finaid.ucf.edu/receiving/funds-for-
books/. Check the Bulletin Boards on myUCF for specific dates and information 
throughout the year. 
 
I also highly recommend bookmarking the Smithsonian Human Origins Institute website 
for helpful study tools, interactive maps and great images of our human ancestors. 


• http://humanorigins.si.edu/ 
• http://humanorigins.si.edu/evidence/human-family-tree 
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Grading 
 


Your final grade is based on the following: financial aid activity (1), exams (3), quizzes 
(11), participation activities (5), and a film activity (1). The total value for all assignments 
is 500 points, meaning your final letter grade is based directly on how many points you 
earn throughout the semester. If you wish to discuss your grade, please come see Tyler 
or me during our office hours or schedule an appointment. We cannot discuss grades 
via email. 
 


 FINANCIAL AID ACTIVITY: 10 POINTS (1 X 10 POINTS) 
 


I am required to document your academic activity at the beginning of each course due to 
financial aid issues. In order for me to do this, you must complete the Introductory 
Quiz (Financial Aid Activity) by 5 PM (EST) Friday, Jan 11. Failure to do so 
will result in a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid and no one wants that! 
 


 EXAMS: 300 POINTS (3 X 100 POINTS EACH) 
 


There will be three (3) non-cumulative exams throughout the semester. They will consist 
of multiple choice and true/false questions. You must bring your own PINK scantron on 
exam days. Students can pick up free scantrons Monday through Friday at the SGA 
office (8 am-5 pm) or at the Student Union information desk (after 5 pm).  
 


 ONLINE READING QUIZZES: 110 POINTS (11 X 10 POINTS EACH) 
 


Readings are assigned as a group each week, meaning you should complete all 
readings before you come to class Tuesday in order to understand and participate in the 
week’s discussions. To facilitate this there will be twelve (12) online reading quizzes 
throughout the semester. Quizzes will be posted on a Thursday and due by 1:30 pm the 
following Tuesday. Your lowest quiz score will be dropped at the end of the semester. 
Quizzes will consist of multiple choice, true/false, and/or fill-in-the-blank questions. 
Important: Once you start a quiz, you will have 15 minutes to complete it.  
 


 PARTICIPATION:  50 POINTS (5 X 10 POINTS EACH) 
 


Given the size of this class, I will not be taking attendance each meeting period. 
However, your regular attendance is important to your success in this class. Material 
conveyed through lectures and class discussions will be on your exams but will not 
always be found in your readings.  
 


To encourage attendance and participation, you will complete six (6) short in-class 
activities this semester. You will not be allowed to complete these activities if you are 
not in class that day, but I will drop your lowest activity score at the end of the semester. 
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 FILM ACTIVITY: 30 POINTS (1 X 30 POINTS) 
 


We will watch one (1) film this semester for which you will be required to complete a 
small assignment. A more detailed description and grading rubric for these assignments 
will be provided closer to the film viewing (April 11). 
 


Final Grades 
 


Letter grades will be assigned according to the table below. You can calculate your final 
grade using the following formula: 
 


 Percentage Grade = (Total Financial Aid Activity Points Earned + Total Exam  
  Points Earned + Total Quiz Points Earned + Total In-Class Activity Points  
  Earned + Total Film Activity Points Earned) / 500 
 


 
 
 


Final grades will be rounded up to the nearest whole number IF the grade is within 0.5 
points of this next highest number. For instance, a grade of 89.5 will be rounded to a 90, 
but a grade of 89.49 will not. No extra credit assignments will be offered.  
 
Late Work & Make-Up Policy 
 


All assignments are due in-class on the date indicated on the course schedule and 
syllabus. You may submit late work without a university excuse up to four (4) days after 
the due date, but with a 15% deduction per day from your grade on that assignment. I 
will not accept anything beyond four days past the deadline. You cannot make up 
missed participation activities. 
 


Students with a university-approved excuse (hospitalization, jury duty, family 
emergency) may be asked to provide documentation in order to make up graded 
assignments. Students with an approved excuse must also contact me before the 
assignment in question is due, otherwise no accommodations will be made. All make-up 
work is at the discretion of the instructor. 
 


Communication 
 


You must check the course webpage and your Knights email regularly as these are the 
primary means of communication for this course. We will be using our Webcourse page 
to post important information throughout the semester, including grades, required 
reading, and announcements. Some assignments, such as quizzes, will be completed 
and submitted entirely on Webcourses. You are responsible for all of the information 
posted online to our course page. 


Letter Grade A B C D F 
Percentage 90-100 80-89 70-79 60-69 ≤ 59 
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Email is the best way to communicate with Tyler (your GTA) or me if you have any 
questions about readings, specific assignments, or anything else not answered in the 
syllabus. Please include the course and section numbers in your email subject line, as 
well as a salutation and your name in the body of the email. We will respond to emails 
within 48 hours of receiving them, but please note that it may take us the full 48 hours to 
respond. Waiting for a response is not an excuse for missing an assignment deadline.  
 


Academic Responsibil i ty 
 


First and foremost, read the syllabus and course schedule. This document is your guide 
so that you can keep up with the scheduled readings, modules, and assignments. Time 
management, problem solving, responsibility, and personal accountability are among 
the most important things you can learn in college. To be successful in this class (and in 
college in general), you will need to check Webcourses regularly (and often!), keep up 
with assigned readings, and make every effort to complete assignments, quizzes and 
exams on time and in a professional manner. Lastly, if you’ve read this far, email me a 
picture of your favorite primate by January 12th for two extra credit points. 
 


Course Etiquette 
 


Anthropology is focused on understanding the diversity of human life. The readings, 
discussions, and assignments required in this class will address many controversial 
topics, including sexual behavior, gender norms, and religious beliefs and practices. 
Many of the examples covered will seem strange and possibly objectionable to you, just 
as your own way of life may seem objectionable to many others around the world. This 
class does not require you to agree with, believe in, or choose to follow any particular 
way of life and it does not ask you to be uncritical about social or cultural patterns. You 
are, however, expected to approach alternative perspectives with respect and to listen 
to and seek to understand unfamiliar points of view. You also have the right to have 
others respectfully listen to and seek to understand your point of view. Please feel free 
to come and see us at any point in the semester if you have any concerns. 
 


Laptops are allowed in class for note-taking only. If you are you using your laptop for 
other purposes, you will be asked to put it away. Cellphones should be silenced and 
stored out of sight for the entirety of the class. 
 


Academic Integrity 
 


As reflected in the UCF creed, integrity and scholarship are core values that should 
guide our conduct and decisions as members of the UCF community. Plagiarism and 
cheating - presenting another’s ideas, arguments, words or images as your own, 
using unauthorized material, or giving or accepting unauthorized help on assignments 
or tests - contradict the educational value of course exercises and are very serious 
academic offenses. Violations of these rules will result in a record of the infraction being 
placed in your file and receiving a zero on the work in question AT A MINIMUM. At my 
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discretion, you may also receive a failing grade for the course. Confirmation of such 
incidents can also result in suspension or expulsion from the University. Students are 
expected to familiarize themselves with and follow the University’s Rules of Conduct 
(see http://www.osrr.sdes.ucf.edu/).  
 


Student Accessibil i ty and Accommodations 
 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all 
persons with disabilities. Students with disabilities who need disability-related access 
in this course should contact Student Accessibility Services (SAS) and me as soon as 
possible. More information can be found at http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/. SAS is located at 
Ferrell Commons Room 185 and can be contacted via email (sas@ucf.edu) or phone 
(407-823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone 407-823-2116). 
 


Religious Observances 
 


Students must notify me in advance if they intend to miss class for a religious 
observance. For a current schedule of major religious holidays, see the Faculty Center’s 
main web page under “Calendars,” and for additional information, contact the Office of 
Diversity Initiatives at 407-823-6479. 
 


Dep loyed Ac t ive  Duty  Mi l i ta ry  S tudents  
 


A deployed active duty military student who feels the need for a special 
accommodation due to that unique status should contact me to discuss the 
circumstances. 
 


Campus Safety Procedures 
 


Emergencies on campus are rare, but students should be aware of their surroundings 
and familiar with some basic safety and security concepts. Every UCF classroom 
contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall near the door. Students 
should make a note of the guide’s physical location and review the online version at 
http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html. Students with special needs related 
to emergency situations should speak with me outside of class. 
 
Course Lecture and Assignment Schedule 
 


Changes to the lecture and assignment schedules are not expected but may occur (i.e., 
zombie apocalypse). I reserve the right to make reasonable adjustments to the 
assignment schedule and will announce any changes via Webcourses. Due dates for 
assignments can be found in the table below.  
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COURSE SCHEDULE 
    ** All reading quizzes are due by 1:30 pm on the date indicated. 
Dates Topic Readings and Due Dates 


Week 1 Introduction and course overview 
Introduction to Biological Anthropology 


Read Ch. 1 
Financial Aid Activity (Due 5PM Jan 11)  


Week 2 Biology and evolution:  
not just for Darwinians! 


Read Ch. 2 
Quiz 1 (Due Jan 15) 


Week 3 The stuff we’re made of:  
Cells, DNA and genes 


Read Ch. 3 
Quiz 2 (Due Jan 22) 


Week 4 How things change:  
Micro-and macroevolution 


Read Ch. 4 
Quiz 3 (Due Jan 29) 


Week 5 
We are adaptable!  
Modern human diversity 


Read Ch. 5 
Quiz 4 (Due Feb 5) 


Exam 1: Thursday, February 7 


Week 6 Our closest living relatives: Primates Read Ch. 6 
Quiz 5 (Due Feb 12) 


Week 7 Primate behavior Read Ch. 7 
Quiz 6 (Due Feb 19) 


Week 8 Fossils! Read Ch. 8 
Quiz 7 (Due Feb 26) 


Week 9 In the beginning: Primate origins Read Ch. 9 
Quiz 8 (Due March 5) 


Week 10 Spring Break Mar 12-16 


Week 11 
Primate origins continued 


Exam 2: Thursday, March 21 


Week 12 Walking the walk: Bipedalism abounds! Read Ch. 10 
Quiz 9 (Due March 26) 


Week 13 Our genus: Homo! Read Ch. 11 
Quiz 10 (Due April 2) 


Week 14 We are everywhere!  
Dispersal of modern humans 


Read Ch. 12 
Quiz 11 (Due April 9) 


Week 15 We grow things!  
Agriculture and complex societies 


Read Ch. 13 
Quiz 12 (Due April 16) 
Film Activity (Due April 16) 


Exam 3: Tuesday, Apri l  30 
1:00-3:50 PM 
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History of Anthropological Thought 
 
Anthropology 4034-0001 
Spring 2019 
 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 12:00-1:15 PM 
Business Administration 2,  BA2 0207 
 
Dr. John H. Walker 
john.walker@ucf.edu  
409O Howard Phillips Hall 
 
Ms. Megan McCollum 
megan.mccollum@knights.ucf.edu 
309 Howard Phillips Hall 
 
Office Hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 11:00 AM-12:00 PM; 3:00 PM-4:00 PM, by 
appointment, or contact me through Webcourses and I will try to reply in 24 hours. All 
email communication must take place either in Webcourses or using a Knights E-mail 
account.  
 
Course Description 


Anthropologists have an unusual perspective on foundational questions because 
they study people in different cultural, historical, and environmental contexts. For more 
than 100 years, anthropologists have examined and debated issues of culture, race, 
gender, class, ethnicity, individual, agency, structure and society. We will explore these 
topics as we read original documents, discuss and debate different understandings of 
these issues. There will be some lecture in each class session to provide background 
information, and we will also analyze and debate these positions in small group 
discussions. 
 
Course Goals 
 To understand relationships between scholars, ideas and people in anthropology. 
 To examine these anthropological conversations in historical and social context. 
 To relate academic thinking to “real-world” issues. 
 To practice using the act of writing to develop and communicate ideas. 
 
Required Textbooks 
 [AT] Anthropological Theory: An Introductory History, 6th edition. R. Jon McGee 
and Richard L. Warms. McGraw-Hill, 2004. ISBN: 978-1-4422-5702-3 (pbk) 
 [VC] Visions of Culture: An Introduction to Anthropological Theories and 
Theorists, 4th edition. Jerry D. Moore. Altamira, 2012. ISBN: 978-0-7591-2218-5 
 
 These textbooks are available at the bookstore, and from many other sources. If 
you purchase your books somewhere else, note the ISBN number to make sure that you 
get the correct edition. The abbreviations are used in the class schedule (see below). 



mailto:john.walker@ucf.edu

mailto:megan.mccollum@knights.ucf.edu
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Grading 
 The requirements for this course are weighted as follows: 
 


Class participation 10% 
Weekly papers  50% 
Midterm exam  20% 
Final exam  20% 


 
 Class participation—This class meets three times a week, and we will read, 
discuss and debate many different ideas. This format depends on everyone’s 
participation. You are expected to come to every class meeting and be an active part of in 
class activities, including writing, small group discussions, and classroom discussions.  
Always bring pen and paper to class. 
 Weekly papers—We will be reading essays from a wide range of anthropological 
thinkers, and writing short papers every week to respond to their ideas.  


1) Read the entire weekly assignment, starting with the original essays in the 
McGee and Warms book [AT]. Then read the chapters in the Moore book 
[VC] 


2) Choose one of the original essays [AT] that interest you, and try to find 
something in it that you either agree or disagree with. Use the footnotes and 
introductory materials in the textbook [AT], and the chapters in the Moore 
textbook [VC], to help generate ideas.  


3) Write an argumentative paper that responds to a specific aspect of the original 
essay, in no more than 500 words (about two pages, double spaced). Use the 
word count feature in your word processor, and put the word count at the end 
of the paper. Put your name and a title on the paper, use a readable font (10 or 
12 point), and put at least 1” margins all around. Use page numbers, and make 
the final product look neat and clear.  


4) Your paper should do two things. First, it should raise an issue, by 
summarizing to an idea or a quote from one of the readings. Second, the paper 
should contain an idea or argument that you write in response to that issue. 
You do not need to do any outside reading or research for these papers. 
Instead, focus on explaining what you think, and backing it up with a detailed 
example or two. 


5) We require electronic submission, because it allows us to give you more 
feedback on your writing. Electronic submissions will be accepted until class 
time (8:30 AM), through Webcourses. If the paper is submitted electronically 
after this time, or in person after class, it will not be accepted. No exceptions.  


6) In class we will work in small caucus groups and as a whole to discuss and 
debate the issues that are raised in each week’s readings. 


7) There are 14 possible assignments, however, only your best 10 scores will be 
counted. You can (and probably should) submit 11 or more papers, and have 
the top 10 grades counted. Be careful to submit 10 papers—if you calculate 
the percentages, you will see that your grade will suffer if you do not. 


8) The reports will be graded on a simple 10-point scale (7=not good, 8=good, 
9=very good, 10=excellent). 
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Exams—there will be two exams (one midterm and a final). Exams consist of 


some objective questions (multiple choice, matching) identifications, and short essay 
questions. All material covered in the course may be included on the exams. No makeup 
exams will be given without written documentation of a valid excuse. There are no 
exceptions to this rule. 
 We will not spend time in class reviewing the exams. If you wish, I encourage 
you to make an appointment and I would be glad to go over the exams with you. 
 
 Grading scheme—For the final grades, the +/- system will be used. The 
percentages correspond to the following letter grades. 
 


A 94-100  
A- 90-93 
B+ 87-89 
B 84-86 
B- 80-83 
C+ 77-79 


C 74-76 
C- 70-73 
D+ 67-69 
D 64-66 
D- 60-63 
F <60


 
 
Anthropology Websites 
 These websites contain information about the history and current state of 
anthropology as a discipline and in the public sphere. They can help you generate ideas 
for your weekly papers, or even help study for the exams. Many anthropology blogs are 
also full of good links and information. 
 


American Anthropological Association (www.aaanet.org) 
UCF Library (library.ucf.edu) 
 see especially the Anthropology Plus database and online journals 
Google Earth (earth.google.com) 
Anthro{dendum} (https://anthrodendum.org/) 
Sapiens (https://www.sapiens.org/) 
HAU (https://www.haujournal.org/index.html) 
 


 
Strategies for studying 


There will be a lot of times throughout the semester when we will work together, 
either through discussion or in small groups. In order for the class to be a success, 
everyone will have to participate and keep up with the work. These guidelines will help 
you earn a good grade: 


1) Prepare for each class by doing all of the readings in advance. 
2) Come to every class. 
3) Practice taking notes in class. Learn how to summarize points quickly and 


write them down. You don’t need to write down every word, but you do need 
more than a word every ten minutes. If you hear it more than once, odds are 
you should write it down. 



http://www.aaanet.org/

https://anthrodendum.org/)

https://www.sapiens.org/)
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4) Keep up with the reading assignments—the point of lecture is not to rehash 
what is in the readings, but to discuss the issues that those readings bring up. 


Writing Center 
 Here at UCF there is an excellent service to help all writers improve their work by 
conferencing with other writers. Find out more about it at (www.uwc.ucf.edu). Take 
advantage of these resources, because they will certainly improve your writing and they 
are available to you at no charge. 
 
Classroom decorum 
 In order for many humans to coexist for 75 minutes in a small room, cooperate 
and learn, some basic ground rules are necessary. 
 Class discussions—some of the issues that we will be talking about in class this 
semester have the potential to provoke strong opinions and disagreement. In order for us 
to work together as a class, we will all need to be aware of this. By all means express 
your opinion, but also be receptive to other people when they express their opinions. 
 Small electronics—turn off all things that beep, whistle or sing before you come 
to class. Keep them off while you are in class. 
 Tape recorders and computers—it is okay to tape lecture and discussion, but 
please inform me before doing so. Feel free to use your laptop, although if you do I 
might call on you to look up something on the Internet for class discussion. We might 
revisit this policy; let’s talk on the first day of class, and reach a consensus. 
 Disruptions—Talking during class, reading newspapers (how quaint) and other 
disruptive behavior will not be tolerated.  
 Cheating and Plagiarism—I have a zero-tolerance policy towards cheating and 
plagiarism. Students who cheat or plagiarize will fail the course, and most likely be 
expelled from the University. Please refer to your Golden Knights handbook for UCF 
rules regarding cheating. 
 Exams—If you cannot take an exam at the scheduled time because of a severe 
illness, injury, family emergency or participation in an official UCF event (sports, field 
trips, etc.) you must notify me immediately through email, in person, or through the 
department office (407-823-2227) before the exam. I will allow a make-up exam only 
with written proof such as a signed statement from a physician. If you do not have a 
validated excuse, you cannot take a make-up exam. There are no exceptions to this 
policy. It is your responsibility to schedule at time for a make-up exam.  
 
Revisions and the syllabus 
 This syllabus is subject to revision as we work on topics throughout the semester. 
Updated syllabi will be distributed by email or the web, and you will hear about them in 
class. You should think of this syllabus as a contract that gives details about what will 
happen in the course. If this syllabus does not reflect your expectations, you should feel 
free to drop the course. 
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 Date  Topic AT reading VC reading Assignment due 
Jan. 8 T Introductions    


 10 R History and 
Theory 


    


 15 T Evolution 1-4 (Spencer, 
Tylor, Morgan, 
Marx + Engels) 


1, 2 (Tylor, 
Morgan) 


Paper 1 
Evolution 


 17 R     
 22 T Sociology 5-7 (Durkheim, 


Mauss, Weber) 
4, 9 (Durkheim, 
Mauss) 


Paper 2 
Sociology 


  24 R     
  29 T Four Fields 8-12 (Boas, 


Kroeber, 
Benedict, Mead, 
Whorf) 


3, 5, 7 (Boas, 
Kroeber, Sapir) 
6, 8 (Benedict, 
Mead) 


Paper 3 
Four Fields 


  31 R     
Feb.  5 T Functionalism 13-15 


(Malinowski, 
Radcliffe-Brown, 
Gluckman) 


10-12 
(Malinowski, 
Radcliffe-Brown, 
Evans-Pritchard) 


Paper 4 
Functionalism 


  7 R     
  12 T Neoevolution 16-18 


(White, Steward, 
Fried) 


13, 14 (White, 
Steward) 


Paper 5 
Neoevolution 


 14 R     


 19 T Neomaterialism 19, 20 (Harris, 
Wolf) 


15, 24 (Harris, 
Wolf) 


Paper 6 
Neomaterialism 


  21 R     
  26 T Structure, 


Language, and 
Cognition 


21-23 (Lévi-
Strauss, Conklin, 
Hunn) 


17 (Lévi-Strauss) Paper 7 
Structure 


 28 R Midterm exam   Midterm 


        


Mar.  5 T Sociobiology  24, 25 (Wilson, 
Bird et al) 


22 (Ornter) Paper 8 
Sociobiology  


  7 
 
 
 


R  
SPRING 
BREAK 


      


  19 T Feminist 
Anthropology 


26, 27 (Slocum, 
Leacock) 


 16 (Leacock) Paper 9  
Feminist 
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Anthropology 
 21 R     
 26 T Symbolism and 


Interpretation 
28-30 (Douglas, 
Turner, Geertz) 


18-20 (Turner, 
Geertz, 
Douglas) 


Paper 10 
Symbolism and 
Interpretation 


  28 R     
Apr. 2 T Postmodernism 31-34 (Bourdieu, 


Foucault, 
Rosaldo, Hanson) 


21, 23 
(Fernandez, 
Bourdieu)  


Paper 11 
Postmodernism 
 


 4 R        
 9 T Gender 35-37 (Abu-


Lughod, 
Valentine, 
Wardlow) 


 Paper 12 Gender 


 11 R     
  16 T Globalization 38-40 (Appadurai, 


Bestor, Friedman 
and Friedman) 


 Paper 13 
Globalization 


 18 R Agency and 
Structure 


41-43 (Bourgois, 
Ortner, 
Gomburg-Muñoz) 


 Paper 14 Agency 
and Structure 


       
Apr. 25 w Final Exam   10:00 AM -12:50 


PM 
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ANT3550C (0M01) Primatology Syllabus 


Spring 2019, 3.0 Credit Hours, Mixed-Mode and Lab 
Tuesday Lecture: Tuesdays 9-10:15am in CB1 120;  


Thursday Lab in MSB 149! Lab 1: Thursdays 9-10:15am; Lab 2: Thursdays 10:30-11:45am; 
  Lab 3: Thursdays 12:00-1:15pm  


 
Professor Contact 
Professor: Dr. Sandra Wheeler 
Office:  Howard Phillips Hall 309F (Main Campus) 
Office Hours: Tuesdays 10:30am-12:30pm and by appointment 
Contact: Sandra.Wheeler@ucf.edu or Inbox in Webcourses 


Graduate Teaching Assistant (GTA) Contact 
GTA:  Adam Biernaski 
Office Hours: TBA 
Contact: Discussion Board or Inbox 


University Catalogue Description 
Study of species from the Order Primates, including their morphology, ecology, behavior, and 
geographic distribution. 


Course Description 
This course examines the natural history and behavior of the nonhuman living primates from 
evolutionary, ecological, and social perspectives. Topics to be covered include taxonomic diversity, 
geographic distribution, diet and ecology, functional anatomy, conservation, and aspects of social 
behavior of living primates. Fossil representatives of the order will also be discussed, and both 
paleontological and molecular evidence will be used to reconstruct the evolutionary history of primates. 
Monkey and ape social groupings, male and female interactions, mating patterns and dominance will be 
discussed with reference to habitat, diet and predation. Additional topics to be explored are primate 
communication, problem solving and intelligence, hunting, and ‘cultural’ behavior. 


We will explore these various topics through readings from your textbook and readings, as well as 
through lectures, modules, films, and hands-on lab activities. You will be assessed through labs, exams 
and final group presentations. The syllabus may be modified, as determined by the instructor. All 
changes will be announced in class or on Webcourses. 


Please Note: We are required to document your academic activity at the beginning of each course due 
to financial aid issues. In order to document that you began this course, you must complete the Getting 
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Started Required Activity by JAN 11. Failure to do so will result in a delay in the disbursement of your 
financial aid. And no one wants that. 


Learning Outcomes 
By the end of this course you will: 


• Gain a greater understanding of what makes a primate a primate and how primates are 
classified 


• Understand how primatologists conduct fieldwork and research primates in the wild and in 
captivity 


• Identify and distinguish various primates based on their characteristics and behavioral patterns 
• Examine the environments in which primates live and how their characteristics are adaptive in 


different circumstances 
• Analyze the dangers to survival facing modern primates around the world and how this concern 


relates to human ecology and conservation 


Required Text 
This book is required for this course. I will be using the 5th edition but you can use the 4th edition if 
you can't afford the newest edition. The textbook is available for purchase in the UCF Bookstore and 
through various online vendors.  


Any additional readings outside of your text will be provided electronically (pdf's) in the INTRODUCTION 
pages of the course modules. 


 


Primate Behavioral Ecology, 5th edition 


Author: Karen Strier 
Publisher: Routledge 
Year: 2017 
ISBN: 978-1138954366 (paperback); there are many used copies of the 
5th edition available online but you may also use the 4th edition! 


Grading Scale (+/- letter grades) 
A 94-100% B+ 87-89% C+ 77-79% D 60-69% 
A- 90-93% B 84-86% C 70-76% F 59% or below 
  B- 80-83%     


Incomplete grades are only given in situations where unexpected and documented medical emergencies 
prevent a student enrolled in the course in good standing from completing the remaining work. Your 
professor is the final authority on whether you qualify for an incomplete. Incomplete work must be 
finished by the end of the subsequent semester or the ‘I’ grade will automatically be recorded as an ‘F’ 
on your transcript. 


Student Evaluation 
Your final grade for the course is weighted and will be based on your performance on the following: 
Assignment  Percent  Description 
Labs (10)  35%  Hands-on and online activities, short writing responses and worksheets 
Quizzes  15%  Module quizzes based on course materials, lowest quiz score dropped 
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Exams (3)  35%  True/false, multiple choice, fill-in-the-blank, primate identification, and short 
answer questions based on posted readings, videos, and lecture materials 


Primate 
Infographic 


 15%  Primate infographic on an approved topic relating to primate research, 
conservation, or other related topic 


Lab Assignments: To do well in this course, it is essential to keep up with the lab assignments. You must 
attend Thursday labs when they are scheduled in MSB 149 as you will not be able to make-up the 
hands-on labs. Labs 1-7 are scheduled in MSB 149, Labs 8-10 are completed online. Please note that 
MSB 149 only fits 32 people so only attend the lab you signed up for. Labs will consist of hands-on and 
online activities, short writing responses, and worksheets. The labs will build on the lecture presented in 
class and will prepare you for the next lecture so it is important to attend and actively participate. 
Students may work with a lab partner/s in class to complete the lab activities and worksheets, however 
each student will turn in his/her own original work. Lab worksheets are due in class the following week 
unless otherwise noted. NOTE: If you forget to bring your lab worksheet on the due date, you have one 
week to turn in (in person, not electronically) the worksheet portion with a late penalty. After one week 
past the due date, I will not accept the lab worksheet and you will receive a zero for that part of the 
lab. There will be no make-ups for hands-on lab activities. If you miss an in-person lab and you have an 
excused absence you will be given an alternate assignment (likely a short research paper) to complete. 
We will not meet for labs on Exam days! Lab assignments are worth 35% of your final grade. 


Quizzes: There are 14 quizzes in this course. Each module has an associated quiz based on all the 
materials presented in that module. Quizzes are online and are made up of true/false, multiple choice, 
and fill-in-the-blank questions. The lowest quiz score is dropped. Quizzes are worth 15% of your final 
grade. 


Exams: There are three exams in this course. Exams are online and are made up of true/false, multiple 
choice, primate identification, short answer, and fill-in-the blank questions. There will be no make-ups 
for exams without proper documentation (this means a doctor’s note, proof of accident, family 
emergency, etc.). Once you begin an exam, you must finish it! The exams are timed so if you run over 
the allotted time, you will be cut off and you will not be able to make up the missed questions. 
Important: Once you start an exam, you must complete it. Exams close at midnight on the final available 
date, even if you are still taking it, so make sure you give yourself enough time to complete them (i.e., 
start taking them well before 10:00 pm on their respective due dates). Exams are worth 35% of your 
final grade. The final exam (Exam 3) is online and is scheduled during Final's Week. The final exam is 
not cumulative. 


Primate Infographic: For this assignment, you will create an infographic on a primate-related topic. 
There are several different parts to this assignment that will build upon one another to help you 
produce a finished product. You will upload your final assignment and provide comments/feedback on 
at least two other student's assignments to earn full credit. More details on this assignment can be 
found by accessing the Primate Infographic Module. This Primate Infographic is worth 15% of your final 
grade. 


Primate Field Trip: I will arrange several dates where we will visit the Center for Great Apes in 
Wauchula, FL and maybe Back to Nature Wildlife Refuge (they have lemurs!). This will likely be on a 
Friday but I will schedule a few different times during the semester to visit as a class. The Center for 
Great Apes is a 2-hour drive from UCF, we can car pool to make it easier. Back to Nature is in Orlando, 
about 20 minutes from UCF. These trips are completely voluntary and your grade will not be affected if 
you cannot attend. We will discuss this in more detail as the dates get closer. 
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Weekly Schedule 
The following table provides the weekly cycle of work that you are expected to complete for this class. 
The due dates are firm (unless otherwise noted) but this is just a suggestion how to allocate your time 
reading and completing assignments throughout the week: 


Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 


• Exams 
close by 
11:59pm 


• Quizzes 
due by 
11:59pm 


• Start review 
of new 
module/pages 


• Attend 
class for 
lecture 


• Finish up 
lab from 
previous 
week 


• Watch any 
video or 
media in 
modules 


• Review 
next lab 
assignment 


• Attend 
Labs 1-7 in 
MSB 149; 
Labs 8-10 
online 


• Exams 
open 8am 


• Work on lab 
assignments 


• Finish 
module 
readings 


• Dance 


What About Make-Up Work? 
Students who represent the university in an authorized event or activity (for example, student-
athletes) and who are unable to meet a course deadline due to a conflict with that event must provide 
the instructor with documentation in advance to arrange a make-up. No penalty will be applied. 


Make-up assignments, quizzes or exams will be given ONLY in extreme circumstances such as the 
birth/arrival of a new baby (hey, there were 2 last term!), bereavement, catastrophy, a primate 
apocalypse (they may rise up and take revenge), hurricanes, pan-Internet virus, etc. Please note that the 
make-up quiz/exam may be different than the original quiz/exam. Out-of-town vacations, trips, mild 
colds, computer malfunctions, power outages, World War Z, and other similar circumstances do not 
qualify as extreme. If you experience an exceptional family emergency or other circumstance that 
affects your coursework and/or causes you to miss assignments or an exam, please let me know so I can 
help you. Also contact Student Care Services for additional support: https://scs.sdes.ucf.edu/services/ 


It is your responsibility to contact me. I can't help you unless I know there is a problem. 


In exceptional circumstances, an incomplete grade may be given per University policies. Individual 
arrangements must be made with your professor for the completion of the course requirements, but in 
no case will the date set extend beyond the end of the following semester. Students who experience 
chronic medical or personal problems that prevent them from logging in regularly and participating are 
encouraged to review policies relating to securing a leave of absence from their university studies. 


Who Should Take This M- and C- Course? 
Who doesn't love primates, right? I find that this course is evenly split among Anthropology, Biology and 
Psychology students. Many of you are likely taking this class because, well, primates. Others may be 
taking it because you need a lab course (the C- designation). Either way, primates are awesome and I 
guarantee you will enjoy this course, especially the hands-on part of it. Keep in mind this is a mixed 
mode AND lab course, so we will have lecture, online modules AND hands-on and virtual labs to 
complete! 


The format of this course will consist of Tuesday lectures followed by Thursday hands-on and online lab 
exercises so you can learn the bones of the primate skeleton and understand standard primatological 
methods. All lectures will be in CB1 103, all labs and some lecture will be in MSB 149. Bring a sweater, 
this room is chilly. We will not meet for labs during exam weeks!  


You are responsible for all material presented in class, labs and on Webcourses. Links to videos, articles 
and other websites may be provided on Webcourses to supplement the material presented. 
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The UCF Mobile App!! 
The UCF Webcourses mobile app has been greatly improved for your use. Having said that, I would not 
recommend using the Mobile App to complete any written work if possible and I would definitely not 
use it to take any exam! BUT, it is great for checking on on grades and announcements, and even 
listening to your audio lectures (if your class has them)! You should be logging into your 'M' courses a 
few times a week, and you should preferably be completing your assignments and exams on a laptop or 
desktop whenever possible! 


Course Requirements 
This course begins on MONDAY, JANUARY 7 and ends on MONDAY, APRIL 27, 2019. The Final Exam 
(Exam 3) is available during Final's Week, WEDNESDAY, APRIL 24 to SUNDAY, APRIL 29, 2019. Over the 
course of this semester, you will be expected to: 


• Attend all in-class lectures and participate in class discussions 
• Review online module materials and assigned readings 
• Attend all scheduled labs and complete the required assignments by their due dates 
• Complete a primate infographic 
• Complete three exams 


Please note the due dates carefully. I do not accept late assignments unless there is a valid absence (see 
section on make-up work). You are advised of this from the start, and you should recognize that it is 
your responsibility to be aware of all due dates for this course. 


Important Things 
First and foremost, read this syllabus. The syllabus is your guide so that you can keep up with the 
scheduled readings, modules, and assignments. There are many due dates for assignments, so you have 
to stay on top of this as no late work will be accepted. Second, if you email me or your TA using your 
Knights account, include ANT3550 or Primates/Monkeys/Apes in the subject heading and don’t forget 
to include your full name so we know who you are. Otherwise, use the Inbox function in Webcourses to 
contact us. Lastly, read the syllabus, it really is like your best friend for this course. 


Academic Responsibility 
Time management, problem solving, responsibility and personal accountability are among the most 
important things you can learn in college. To be successful in this class (and in college in general), you 
will need to check Webcourses regularly (and often!), keep up with assigned readings and make every 
effort to complete assignments, quizzes and exams on time and in a professional manner! 


Academic integrity: Plagiarism and/or cheating of any kind on an examination, quiz, or assignment is not 
tolerated and will result at least in an "F" for that assignment (and may, depending on the severity of the 
case, lead to an "F" or “Z” for the entire course). It may also be subject to appropriate referral to the 
UCF Office of Student Conduct for further action. See the UCF Golden Rule and the UCF Rules of Conduct 
for further detail. I will assume that you will adhere to the academic creed of this University and will 
maintain the highest standards of academic integrity. In other words, don't cheat by giving answers to 
others or taking them from anyone else. If you let your friend copy your homework or exam answers, 
that is plagiarism also and you will both be subject to a Z grade. Keep this in mind before you decide to 
"help out" a friend. Do not copy and paste from the course modules or the Internet to answer 
questions posted in your assignments or exams. I will know. It will be bad for you. Also, please keep in 
mind while the Internet is an excellent source of quick information, it is not necessarily an excellent 
source of valid information and may also be a source of plagiarism in its own right. Absolutely do not 
copy and paste from the Internet on any lab, assignment or exam. This will be bad for you. And anyhow, 
I have Google too so I'll know. 
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*I will also adhere to the highest standards of academic integrity, so please do not ask me to change 
or expect me to change your grade illegitimately or to bend or break rules for one person that will not 
apply to everyone. This is particularly the case when it comes to final grades.* 


Learning environment: As a matter of respect to everyone in class, please silence your cell phones. If 
you are using a laptop for taking notes, remember that your classmates sitting behind you can see 
everything on your screen! Please make every effort to be on time. If you are late entering the 
classroom or need to leave during class or lab, please do so quietly with the least amount of disruption 
as possible. 


Trolling: Trolls, don't be one, don't do it. See statement below. 


Respect for diversity: This class will be conducted in a way that respects all aspects of diversity. It is 
expected that everyone show respect for one another and the diverse issues and topics that will be 
covered. If you make inappropriate statements or act aggressively toward other students on the 
Discussion boards, assignments or other areas of the classroom or lab, you may be removed from the 
course and subject to action by the Office of Student Conduct. 


Campus Safety 
Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise during class, everyone needs to work together. 
Students should be aware of their surroundings and familiar with some basic safety and security 
concepts.  


• In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance. 
• Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall near the door. 


Students should make a note of the guide’s physical location and review the online version at 
<http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html>.  


• Students should know the evacuation routes from each of their classrooms and have a plan for 
finding safety in case of an emergency. 


• If there is a medical emergency during class, students may need to access a first-aid kit or AED 
(Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those are located, see 
<http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/AEDlocations-UCF> (click on link from menu on left). 


• To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text alerts by 
going to <https://my.ucf.edu> and logging in. Click on “Student Self Service” located on the left 
side of the screen in the toolbar, scroll down to the blue “Personal Information” heading on the 
Student Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the information, including e-mail address, 
cell phone number, and cell phone provider, click “Apply” to save the changes, and then click 
“OK.” 


• Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their instructors 
outside of class. 


Student Accessibility Services 
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all persons 
with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students with disabilities 
who need accommodations in this course must contact the professor at the beginning of the semester 
to discuss needed accommodations. No accommodations will be provided until the student has met 
with the professor to request accommodations. Students who need accommodations must be 
registered with Student Accessibility Services, Ferrel Commons 185, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD 
only phone (407) 823-2116, or sas@ucf.edu before requesting accommodations from the professor. 


Copyright 
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This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, images, text 
materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use doctrine in order to enhance the 
learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, download or distribute these items. The use of 
these materials is strictly reserved for this online classroom environment and your use only. All 
copyright materials are credited to the copyright holder. 


There are many fraudulent websites claiming to offer study aids to students but are actually cheat sites. 
They encourage students to upload course materials, such as test questions, individual assignments, and 
examples of graded material. Such materials are the intellectual property of instructors, the university, 
or publishers and may not be distributed without prior authorization (see Copyright statement above). 
Students who engage in such activity are in violation of academic conduct standards and may face 
penalties. Also, it's just not cool. 


Third-Party Software and FERPA 
During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or software 
applications sometimes called third-party software such as a blog or wiki. While some of these could be 
required assignments, you need not make any personally identifying information on a public site. Do not 
post or provide any private information about yourself or your classmates. Where appropriate you may 
use a pseudonym or nickname. Some written assignments posted publicly may require personal 
reflection/comments, but the assignments will not require you to disclose any personally identity-
sensitive information. If you have any concerns about this, please contact your instructor. 


Course Lecture and Assignment Schedule 
Changes to the lecture and assignment schedules are not expected but may occur (like a hurricane or 
zombie apocalypse, Planet of the Apes becomes realized). Your professor reserves the right to make 
reasonable adjustments to the assignment schedule. Any changes will be announced through 
Webcourses. Due dates for assignments and exams can be found in the table below. 
 


Module Topic and Readings Due Dates 
Module 1 What is a Primate? 


Text 
• Strier KB. 2017. Introduction to Primate Studies (CH 1, 


pages 1-35). Primate Behavioral Ecology, 5th ed. 
Routledge. 


Additional Reading 
• Campbell et al. 2010. Behavioral Data Collection in 


Primate Field Studies (pages 358-367). In: Primates in 
Perspective. Oxford University Press. 


Quiz 1 due JAN 20 
LAB 1 due JAN 17 


Module 2 Primate Taxonomy 
Text 
• Strier KB. 2017. Traits, Trends, and Taxonomy (CH 2, 


pages 37-72). Primate Behavioral Ecology, 5th ed. 
Routledge. 


Quiz 2 due JAN 27 
LAB 2 due JAN 24 


Module 3 Primate Parts 
Additional Reading 
• Camera Traps Catch Chimpanzee Moms Teaching Their 


Children. NPR story by Barbara 
King: https://www.npr.org/sections/13.7/2016/10/20/49


Quiz 3 due JAN 27 
LAB 3 due JAN 31 
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8578961/camera-traps-reveal-chimpanzee-moms-
teaching-their-children 


• A New View Into The Primate Birthing Process. NPR story 
by Barbara King: 
https://www.npr.org/sections/13.7/2017/02/02/5129905
53/a-new-view-into-the-primate-birthing-process 


• Luft J and Altman J. 1998. Mother Baboon. In: The 
Primate Anthology. Prentice Hall. 


Module 4 Primate Evolution 
Text 
• Strier KB. 2017. Primates Past to Present (CH 3, pages 73-


100). Primate Behavioral Ecology, 5th ed. Routledge. 


Quiz 4 due FEB 3 
LAB 4 due FEB 7 
Primate Infographic 
Topic due FEB 24 


Module 5 The Apes 
Additional Reading 
• Stumpf RM. 2010. Chimpanzees and bonobos (pages 340-


356). In: Primates in Perspective. Oxford University Press. 
• Roach M. 2013. Almost human (pages 21-42). In: 


Biological Anthropology. National Geographic Learning. 
• Raffaelle P. 2007. Guerillas in the midst (pages 1-5). 


Smithsonian magazine, Oct 2007. 
• Van Schaik C. 2010. Why are some animals so smart? 


(pages 55-59). In: Annual Editions: Physical Anthropology 
10/11. McGraw Hill. 


Quiz 5 due FEB 17 
 


EXAM 1 ONLINE THURSDAY FEB 14 to SUNDAY FEB 17, 2019 
Module 6 Primate Sociality 


Text 
• Strier KB. 2017. Evolution and Social Behavior (CH 4, 


pages 101-141). Primate Behavioral Ecology, 5th ed. 
Routledge. 


Quiz 6 due MAR 3 
LAB 5 due FEB 28 


Module 7 Evolution and Sex 
Text 
• Strier KB. 2017. Evolution and Sex (CH 5, pages 143-182). 


Primate Behavioral Ecology, 5th ed. Routledge. 


Quiz 7 due MAR 10 
LAB 6 due MAR 7 


Module 8 Old World Monkeys and Tarsiers 
Additional Readings 
• Southwick C and Siddiqi F. 1998. The Rhesus Monkey's Fall 


from Grace (pages 211-218). In: The Primate Anthology. 
Prentice Hall. 


• Starin D. 1998. The Kindness of Strangers (pages 124-127). 
In: The Primate Anthology. Prentice Hall. 


Quiz 8 due MAR 20 
 


SPRING BREAK MAR 11 to 15, 2019 
Module 9 Food, Foraging and Females 


Text 
• Strier KB. 2017. Food, Foraging, and Females (CH 6, pages 


183-214). Primate Behavioral Ecology, 5th ed. Routledge. 


Quiz 9 due MAR 24 
LAB 7 due MAR 19 


EXAM 2 ONLINE THURSDAY MAR 21 to SUNDAY MAR 24, 2019 
Module 10 New World Monkeys Quiz 10 due MAR 31 
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Additional Readings 
• Ferrari SF. 1998. Diet for a Small Primate (pages 168-173). 


In: The Primate Anthology. Prentice Hall.  
• Marcio Ayres J. 1998. Scarlet Faces of the Amazon (pages 


161-167). In: The Primate Anthology. Prentice Hall. 
Module 11 Male and Female Strategies 


Text 
• Strier KB. 2017. Female Strategies (CH 7, pages 215-248) 


and Male Strategies (CH 8, pages 149-278). Primate 
Behavioral Ecology, 5th ed. Routledge. 


Quiz 11 due APR 14 
LAB 8 due APR 11 


Module 12 Strepsirhines 
Additional Readings 


• Wright P. 1998. Lemurs Lost and Found (pages 219-223). 
In: The Primate Anthology: Essays on Primate Behavior, 
Ecology, and Conservation from Natural History. Prentice 
Hall. 


• Bearder S. 1998. Calls of the Wild (pages 230-234). In: The 
Primate Anthology: Essays on Primate Behavior, Ecology, 
and Conservation from Natural History. Prentice Hall. 


• Martin R and Bearder S. 1998. Radio Bush Baby (pages 
205-210). In: The Primate Anthology: Essays on Primate 
Behavior, Ecology, and Conservation from Natural History. 
Prentice Hall. 


Quiz 12 due APR 14 


Module 13 Primate Communication and Cognition 
Text 
• Strier KB. 2017. Communication and Cognition (CH 10, 


pages 311-346). Primate Behavioral Ecology, 5th ed. 
Routledge. 


Quiz 13 due APR 21 
LAB 9 due APR 18 


Module 14 Primate Conservation 
Text 
• Strier KB. 2017. Conservation (CH 12, pages 373-398). 


Primate Behavioral Ecology, 5th ed. Routledge. 


Quiz 14 due APR 28 
LAB 10 due APR 25 


EXAM 3 ONLINE WEDNESDAY APR 24 to SUNDAY APR 28, 2019 
 








ANT 4051, Environmental Anthropology, Walker, Spring 2019 1 


Environmental Anthropology 
 
Anthropology 4051-0001 
Spring 2019 
 
Tuesday, Thursday 1:30-2:45 AM 
Classroom Building 1 CB1 O122 
 
Dr. John H. Walker 
john.walker@ucf.edu  
409O Howard Phillips Hall 
 
Ms. Megan McCollum 
megan.mccollum@knights.ucf.edu 
309 Howard Phillips Hall 
 
Office Hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 11:00 AM-12:00 PM; 3:00 PM-4:00 PM, by 
appointment, or contact me through Webcourses and I will try to reply in 24 hours. All 
email communication must take place either in Webcourses or using a Knights E-mail 
account.  
 
Course Description 


The study of relationships between human cultures and societies and the 
environment is at least as old as Classical Greece, and it lies at the roots of Anthropology 
as well. In this course we will read selections from anthropologists, investigating a wide 
spectrum of questions: the nature-culture dichotomy, human ecology and social 
organization, ethnoecology, anthropological models of resource use, indigeneity and the 
environment, social identity, and perception of the landscape. Anthropology provides a 
set of useful perspectives on the study of culture and the environment that have 
developed through nearly 100 years of research. 
 
Course Goals 
 To place 21st century environmental issues in local context through 
anthropological research. 
 To look at anthropological scholarship in the context of academic debate. 
 To help students critically evaluate anthropological arguments. 
 To practice using the art of writing to develop and communicate ideas 
 
Required Textbooks 
 Environmental Anthropology: A Historical Reader. Edited by Michael R. Dove 
and Carol Carpenter. Oxford: Blackwell. ISBN 978-1-4051-1137-9 (pbk) 
 The Mushroom at the End of the World. Anna Lowenhaupt Tsing. Princeton: 
Princeton University Press. ISBN 978-0-691-16275-1 (hbk, look for the paperback 
edition as well). 
 Environmental Anthropology: From Pigs to Policies (2nd edition), by Patricia 
Townsend. Long Grove, IL: Waveland. 



mailto:jzwalker@mail.ucf.edu

mailto:megan.mccollum@knights.ucf.edu
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 These textbooks are available at the bookstore, and from many other sources. If 
you purchase your books somewhere else, note the ISBN number to make sure that you 
get the correct edition. The abbreviations are used in the class schedule (see below). 
 
Grading 
 The requirements for this course are weighted as follows: 
 


Class participation 10% 
Weekly papers  50% 
Midterm exam  20% 
Final exam  20% 


 
 Class participation—This class meets two times a week, and we will read, discuss 
and debate many different ideas. This format depends on everyone’s participation. You 
are expected to come to every class meeting and be an active part of in class activities, 
including writing, small group discussions, and classroom discussions.  Always bring pen 
and paper to class. 
 Weekly papers—We will be reading essays from a wide range of anthropological 
thinkers, and writing short papers every week to respond to their ideas.  


1) Read the weekly assignment, starting with the original essays in the Dove and 
Carpenter [DC]. Then read the chapters in the Townsend book [T] 


2) Choose one of the original essays that interest you, and try to find something 
in it that you either agree or disagree with. Use the footnotes and introductory 
materials in the textbook [DC], and the chapters in the Townsend book [T], to 
help generate ideas. The Case Study papers follow this same pattern, but use 
the Tsing book.  


3) Write an argumentative paper that responds to a specific aspect of the original 
essay, in 500 words (about two pages, double spaced). Use the word count 
feature in your word processor, and put the word count at the end of the 
paper. Put your name and a title on the paper, use a readable font (10 or 12 
point), and put at least 1” margins all around. Use page numbers, and make 
the final product look neat and clear.  


4) Your paper should do two things. First, it should raise an issue, by 
summarizing to an idea or a quote from one of the readings. Second, the paper 
should contain an idea or argument that you write in response to that issue. 
You do not need to do any outside reading or research for these papers. 
Instead, focus on explaining what you think, and backing it up with a detailed 
example or two. 


5) We require electronic submission, because it allows us to give you more 
feedback on your writing. Electronic submissions will be accepted until class 
time, through Webcourses. If the paper is submitted electronically after this 
time, or in person after class, it will not be accepted. No exceptions.  


6) In class we will work in small caucus groups and as a whole to discuss and 
debate the issues that are raised in each week’s readings. 
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7) There are 15 possible assignments, however, only your best 10 scores will be 
counted. You can (and probably should) submit 11 or more papers, and have 
the top 10 grades counted. Be careful to submit 10 papers—if you calculate 
the percentages, you will see that your grade will suffer if you do not. 


8) The essays will be graded on a simple 10-point scale (7=not good, 8=good, 
9=very good, 10=excellent). 


 
Exams—there will be two exams (one midterm and a final). Exams consist of 


some objective questions (multiple choice, matching) identifications, and short essay 
questions. All material covered in the course may be included on the exams. No makeup 
exams will be given without written documentation of a valid excuse. There are no 
exceptions to this rule. 
 We will not spend time in class reviewing the exams. If you wish, I encourage 
you to make an appointment and I would be glad to go over the exams with you. 
 
 Grading scheme—For the final grades, the +/- system will be used. The 
percentages correspond to the following letter grades. 
 


A 94-100  
A- 90-93 
B+ 87-89 
B 84-86 
B- 80-83 
C+ 77-79 


C 74-76 
C- 70-73 
D+ 67-69 
D 64-66 
D- 60-63 
F <60


 
Anthropology Websites 
 These websites contain information about the history and current state of 
anthropology as a discipline and in the public sphere. They can help you generate ideas 
for your weekly papers, or even help study for the exams. Many anthropology blogs are 
also full of good links and information. 
 


American Anthropological Association (www.aaanet.org) 
UCF Library (library.ucf.edu) 
 see especially the Anthropology Plus database and online journals 
Google Earth (earth.google.com) 
Anthro{dendum} (https://anthrodendum.org/) 
Sapiens (https://www.sapiens.org/) 
HAU (https://www.haujournal.org/index.html) 


 
Strategies for studying 


There will be a lot of times throughout the semester when we will work together, 
either through discussion or in small groups. In order for the class to be a success, 
everyone will have to participate and keep up with the work. These guidelines will help 
you earn a good grade: 


1) Prepare for each class by doing all of the readings before class. 
2) Come to every class.  



http://www.aaanet.org/

https://anthrodendum.org/)

https://www.sapiens.org/)
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3) Practice taking notes in class. Learn how to summarize points quickly and 
write them down. You don’t need to write down every word, but you do need 
more than a word every ten minutes. If you hear it more than once, odds are 
you should write it down. 


4) Keep up with the reading assignments—even on the days you are not 
handing in a paper. The point of lecture is not to rehash what is in the 
readings, but to discuss the issues that those readings bring up. 


 
Writing Center 
 Here at UCF there is an excellent service to help all writers improve their work by 
conferencing with other writers. Find out more about it at (uwc.cah.ucf.edu). Take 
advantage of these resources, because they will certainly improve your writing and they 
are available to you at no charge. 
 
Classroom decorum 
 In order for many humans to coexist in a small room, cooperate and learn, some 
basic ground rules are necessary. 
 Class discussions—some of the issues that we will be talking about in class this 
semester have the potential to provoke strong opinions and disagreement. In order for us 
to work together as a class, we will all need to be aware of this. By all means express 
your opinion, but also be receptive to other people when they express their opinions. 
 Small electronics—turn off all things that beep, whistle or sing before you come 
to class. Keep them off while you are in class. 
 Tape recorders and computers—it is okay to tape lecture and discussion, but 
please inform me before doing so. Feel free to use your laptop, although if you do I 
might call on you to look up something on the Internet for class discussion.  
 Disruptions—Talking during class, reading newspapers [isn’t that a quaint 
warning, this note must be from 1996!] and other disruptive behavior will not be 
tolerated.  
 Cheating and Plagiarism—I have a zero-tolerance policy towards cheating and 
plagiarism. Students who cheat or plagiarize will fail the course, and most likely be 
expelled from the University. Please refer to your Golden Knights (also quaint) handbook 
for UCF rules regarding cheating. 
 Exams—If you cannot take an exam at the scheduled time because of a severe 
illness, injury, family emergency or participation in an official UCF event (sports, field 
trips, etc.) you must notify me immediately through email, in person, or through the 
department office (407-823-2227) before the exam. I will allow a make-up exam only 
with written proof such as a signed statement from a physician. If you do not have a 
validated excuse, you cannot take a make-up exam. There are no exceptions to this 
policy. It is your responsibility to schedule a time for a make-up exam.  
 
Revisions and the syllabus 
 This syllabus is subject to revision as we work on topics throughout the semester. 
Updated syllabi will be distributed by email or the web, and you will hear about them in 
class. You should think of this syllabus as a contract that gives details about what will 
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happen in the course. If this syllabus does not reflect your expectations, you should feel 
free to drop the course. 
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Date   Topic DC reading T reading Mushroom 
reading 


Assignment due 


Jan. 8 T Introductions Introduction    
 10 R Nature/Culture 1-2 (Posey, 


Fairhead+Leach) 
    


 15 T   1 Introduction  Paper 1 
Nature/Culture 


 17 R The Problem with 
Cattle 


3-4 (Evans-Pritchard, 
Harris) 


2 Steward   


 22 T Ecology and Social 
Organization 


5-6 (Mauss, Steward) 3 Ethno-ecology  Paper 2 
Ecology/Society 


 24 R Case Study 1   Prologue, 
Chapters 1, 
2, 3 


Case study 
Paper 1 


 29 T Ecosystems with 
Humans 


7-8 (Barth, Geertz)   Paper 3 
Ecosystems 


  31 R   4 Pigs for the 
Ancestors 


  


Feb. 5 T Disasters? 9-10 (Firth, Waddell) 6 Climate Change  Paper 4 
Disasters? 


  7 R Case study 2   Chapters 4-
10 


 Case study 
Paper 2 


 12 T Slash and Burn 11-12 
(Conklin, Carneiro) 


  Paper 5 
Slash and Burn 


  14 R   5 Amazonian hunters    
 19 T Cybernetics 13-14 (Rapoport, 


Hawkes et al.) 
  Paper 6 


Cybernetics 
 21 R   6 Complex Societies    
 26 T      







ANT 4051 Environmental Anthropology, Walker, Spring 2019 7 


  28 R Midterm exam    Midterm 


Mar. 5 T Case study 3   Chapters 
11-17  


Case study 
 paper 3 


  7 R Bounded and 
Balanced 


15-16 (Solway+Lee, 
Netting) 


7 The underground 
environment 


 Paper 7 
Bounded and Balanced 


 12 T Spring Break     
 14 R Spring Break     
 19 T   8 Climate Change   


  21 R Indigeneity and 
Politics 


17-18 (Ellen, Li)   Paper 8 Indigeneity and 
Politics 


 26 T   9 Holy Ground   
   28 R Campaigns and 


Collaborations 
19-20 (Brosius and 
Tsing) 


   Paper 9 Campaigns and 
Collaborations 


 2 T   10 Population   


 4 R Case study 4   Chapters 
18-20 


Case study 
 paper 4 


Apr. 9 T    11Biodiversity and 
Health 


   


 11 R Social Identity and 
Perception 


21-22 (Bloch, Frake)   Paper 10 Social Identity 
and Perception 


 16 T   12 Being Green    
 18 R Limits of 


Knowledge 
23-24 (Bateson, Ingold) 13 Consumer 


Cultures 
 Paper 11 Limits of 


Knowledge  
        


Apr. 30 T Final Exam    1:00 PM-3:50 PM 
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