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ANT 4802 Ethnographic Field Methods 
Spring 2020 
BA1 O122 


Tuesday/Thursday 1:30PM – 2:45PM 
 


Instructor: Julie Torres 
Office: Barbara Ying Center Building (#71) 106a 
Office Hours: Tuesdays 10 a.m. – 12 p.m. or by appointment 
E-mail: Julie.Torres@ucf.edu 


Course Description  
This course is an introduction to ethnography as both a method of research and a genre of writing. 
We will immerse ourselves in a variety of ethnographic research methods, including participant 
observation and interviewing. The course will also cover a variety of topics related to the craft of 
doing and writing ethnography, such as ethical considerations and challenges of doing fieldwork, 
theoretical debates, and the positionality of the researcher.  


This is a practice-based seminar, that will rely on your participation in class discussions, as well as 
your hands-on experiences in “the field.” Throughout the semester, we will engage in several in-class 
workshops designed to enhance our understandings of how ethnographic research is conducted, 
analyzed, and written. These workshops are also opportunities to provide and receive feedback from 
your peers. The course will culminate in the production of your own ethnographic text - an 
assemblage of narratives, observations, interviews, and other data, that will provide insight into your 
chosen research topic. 


Course Objectives 
By the end of the course, students will be able to: 


1. Apply a range of ethnographic research methods through the design of a mini-ethnographic 
research project of your own choosing. 


2. Evaluate anthropological debates around the practice and writing of ethnography. 
3. Understand the ethical challenges of research and representation. 
4. Develop your own ethnographic writing style to communicate your findings and analysis. 


Required Books  
Davis, Dána-Ain and Christa Craven. 2016. Feminist Ethnography: Thinking through Methodologies, 
Challenges, and Possibilities. Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield. (Davis and Craven in the syllabus) 


Ghodsee, Kristen. 2016. From Notes to Narrative: Writing Ethnographies that Everyone Can Read. Chicago: 
University of Chicago Press. (Ghodsee in the syllabus) 


Supplementary readings and additional resources are available on Webcourses. 


Course Requirements and Grading  


The first thing I want to say to you who are students, is that you cannot 
afford think of being here to receive an education: you will do much better to 
think of being here to claim one.                                                                               
               - Adrienne Rich, Speech delivered at the convocation of Douglass College, 1977  
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Participation: 10% 
Full participation means that all of us make the effort 


1. To share our own thoughts, reflections, and questions about the course topics; 
2. To listen to one another and create space for others to share; 
3. To speak and behave respectfully towards everyone who enters our learning environment; 
4. To prepare for each class session by completing all assigned readings and assignments, as 
well as bringing an electronic or print copy of the readings to class; 
5. To engage authentically in the assignments and activities we do in class; 
6. To arrive on time to class and be in attendance for each session.  


If you are not in class or arrive late, then you cannot actively participate and will miss information 
that is valuable to the successful completion of this course. At the beginning of class, I may ask you 
to write a question based on the week’s readings or have you engage in a free writing activity. If you 
you arrive after these exercises, you are considered late. At the end of the semester, I will ask you to 
evaluate your own participation. I will take these self-evaluations into consideration when calculating 
your participation grade. 
 
You are allowed two unexcused absences. You must e-mail me to inform me if/when you will be 
absent. For each additional unexcused absence, you will lose a point off your overall grade for the 
course. Please note that excused absences require documentation. If you accrue 6 or more 
unexcused absences, you will earn an F for the semester. Please exchange contact information with 
at least 2-3 other members of the class so that you can reach out to your peers to catch you up in the 
event that you miss a class. I will not be responsible for helping students make up missed content. 
 
Note: If I find that you are not actively discussing the readings in class, I will assign reading response 
papers that will contribute to your participation grade. 


Fieldwork Exercises: 30 points 
This class requires you to go to “the field” and conduct your own ethnography. Over the course of 
the semester, you will complete 7 short written fieldwork exercises. The goal of these exercises is to 
practice ethnographic research skills and get you started on your research projects. Unless otherwise 
noted, these assignments should be uploaded to Webcourses on the Sunday before class by 11:59 
p.m. Details of these assignments will be posted on Webcourses and discussed in class. 


Week 2 — Project Abstract (4 points + 1 point from academic engagement activity) 
Week 5 — Observation Activity/Narrative (5 points) 
Week 6 — Interview (5 points) 
Week 8 — Positionality (5 points) 
Week 9 — Annotated Bibliography (5 points) 
Week 12 — Spatial Analysis/Mapping (5 points) 


You are expected to keep a fieldwork journal (print or electronic). We will periodically discuss and 
reflect on the contents of your journal throughout the course. 


Reading Facilitation: 10 points 
Each week, one or two students will be responsible for presenting and leading class discussion. You 
should assume your classmates have done the reading, so a detailed summary is not necessary. An 
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effective presentation will present an overview of the author’s argument(s) or main themes. What 
does the reading tell us about fieldwork and/or ethnography?  You may also draw connections to 
other readings we have discussed throughout the course and/or incorporate supplemental materials, 
such as videos, articles, photographs, etc. You are responsible for preparing at least two questions to 
facilitate class discussion. Presentations should last approximately 10-15 minutes.  


Research Proposal 15 points 
You will submit a 2-3 page research proposal that includes your research questions, field site, 
population, and proposed methods. You must incorporate and cite relevant course readings. Further 
details and sample proposals will be provided in class and on Webcourses. 


Final Presentation: 10 points 
You will present your final project using PowerPoint, Prezi, or other presentation software. The 
presentation should provide an overview of your topic, research questions, literature review, 
methodology, findings, and significance. Presentations should last approximately 10 minutes. 


Final Ethnographic Paper: 25 points 
Students will write a 7-10 page (excluding references) double spaced paper on their ethnographic 
project. You must have a clear argument and draw upon readings from the semester, as well as at 
least 5 outside sources relevant to your topic. A more detailed description of the requirements for 
this paper will be provided in class and placed on Webcourses.  


Note: All assignments should be written in Times New Roman, 12-point font, double spaced with 
1pt. margins. You should follow AAA/Chicago Style for citations (see guide in the Files section of 
Webcourses in the folder labeled “Additional Resources”).  


Grading Scale  
A 93 – 100 points 
A 90 – 92 points 
B+ 87 – 89 points 
B 83 – 86 points 
B 80 – 82 points 
C+ 77 – 79 points 
C 70 – 76 points 
D 60 – 69 points 
F 59 and below 


Late Policy  
All assignments are expected to be submitted on time. However, I understand that life sometimes 
happens. As such, I will accept written assignments up to 5 days after the due date at a 10 percent 
penalty per day. For instance, for an assignment worth 5 points, you will lose .5 points a day. It is 
also possible that you will not receive the same amount of feedback as your peers who submitted 
their assignments on time. After this period, I will no longer accept late work under any 
circumstances except, as per university policy, in cases where participation in an authorized 
university event or activity, military status, or religious observance conflicts with course deadlines. 
Please contact me in advance and provide proper documentation to arrange accommodations. This 
policy does not apply to the final paper, which has a fixed deadline. 
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Grade Appeal Policy 
Requests for a regrade should be made in-person by appointment, within 7 days of receiving your 
grade. You should come to my office hours prepared with a 1-page, single spaced written response 
that includes a clear, detailed argument explaining how your work meets the requirements of the 
assignment. This policy does not apply to the final paper. Please note that if I accept your request, 
you are not automatically guaranteed a higher grade. Your grade may go up or it may go down.  


E-mail Communication  
I am happy to schedule meetings and respond to questions over e-mail. Please check the syllabus 
and Webcourses to make sure your question is not already answered before e-mailing. Use your 
institutional e-mail to communicate with me to ensure that messages are not delivered as spam. 
Please be professional in your email correspondence with all your professors, including me. Include 
a subject line, greeting (Dear Prof. Torres), and signature. While I do my best to respond to e-mails 
in a timely fashion, please allow 24-48 hours during weekdays to receive a response. If your question 
requires more than a brief reply, I will ask that you come see me during office hours. 


Technology  
Your cell phone should be silenced or turned off and put away for the duration of the class period, 
except in the rare instance that I ask you to use them for an activity. If you have special 
circumstances, such as a family emergency, that warrants keeping your phone in view, please notify 
me ahead of time. The use of laptops and tablets for the purpose of note-taking and viewing class 
materials is permissible. However, if you are distracted by inappropriate (texting, social media, 
messenger, etc.) use of technology, your participation grade will reflect this. For every class that you 
all respect this policy, the entire class will receive .25 points added to their final grade. 


Academic Integrity  
In accordance with UCF’s Rules of Conduct, you are prohibited from engaging in 


1. Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information or 
study aids in any academic exercise unless specifically authorized by the instructor of record. 
The unauthorized possession of examination or course-related material also constitutes 
cheating. 


2. Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral means: The 
presentation of material which has not been studied or learned, but rather was obtained 
through someone else’s efforts and used as part of an examination, course assignment, or 
project. 


3. Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to another person, student, 
and/or uploading course material to a third-party vendor without authorization or without 
the express written permission of the university and the instructor. Course materials include 
but are not limited to class notes, Instructor’s PowerPoints, course syllabi, tests, quizzes, 
labs, instruction sheets, homework, study guides, handouts, etc. 


4. Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work. 
5. Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the source, 


thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s own. (In this 
course, we will use turnitin.com to check for plagiarism) 


6. Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than once 
without the express written permission of the instructor. 
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7. Helping another violate academic behavior standards. 


Penalties can include a failing grade in an assignment or in the course, suspension or expulsion from 
the university, and/or a “Z Designation” on your official transcript indicating academic dishonesty. 


Inclusivity Statement 
I am committed to fostering an inclusive classroom environment, that values the various dimensions 
of diversity, including but not limited to: race, ethnicity, gender, physical ability, sexual orientation, 
class, and family status. While we may not always agree with each other, we should respect our 
differences and challenge ideas and not people. We are collectively responsible for promoting an 
atmosphere of inclusion and mutual respect. We should also strive to be conscious of if/when we 
are monopolizing class discussion, in order to ensure that all voices are heard.  


Names and Pronouns 
If you wish to be called by a name or gender pronoun other than the one under which you are 
enrolled for this course, please let me know. I will honor such requests and ask that others in the 
class do the same.  


Policy on Children in Class  
The policy described here is a reflection of my own beliefs and commitments to student parents.  


1. All exclusively breastfeeding babies are welcome in class as often as is necessary to support 
the breastfeeding relationship. I never want students to feel like they have to choose between 
feeding their baby and continuing their education. You and your nursing baby are welcome 
in class anytime. 


2. For older children and babies, I understand that unforeseen disruptions in childcare do 
happen. While this is not meant to be a long-term childcare solution, occasionally bringing a 
child to class in order to cover gaps in care is perfectly acceptable. 


3. In cases where babies and children come to class, I ask that you sit close to the door so that 
if your little one needs special attention and is disrupting learning for other students, you 
may step outside until their need has been met.  


4. I understand that often the largest barrier to completing your coursework once you become 
a parent is the tiredness many parents feel in the evening once children have finally gone to 
sleep. While I maintain the same high expectations for all student in my classes regardless of 
parenting status, I am happy to problem solve with you in a way that makes you feel 
supported as you strive for school-parenting balance (Adapted from Cheyney 2017). 


Course Accessibility Statement 
Students with disabilities who need access to course content due to course design limitations should 
contact the professor as soon as possible. Students should also connect with Student Accessibility 
Services (SAS) (http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/). For students connected with SAS, a Course Accessibility 
Letter may be created and sent to professors, which informs faculty of potential course access and 
accommodations that might be necessary and reasonable.  


On-campus Resources  
The Writing Center  
The University Writing Center (UWC) offers writing support to students from first-year to graduate 
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in every discipline. Tutors provide help at every stage of the writing process, including 
understanding assignments, researching, drafting, revising, incorporating sources, and learning to 
proofread and edit. You may schedule a 45-minute appointment by clicking the Success Resources tab 
on Webcourses, calling the UWC at 407-823-2197, or through the UWC website. 


UCF Cares 
During your UCF career, you may experience challenges including struggles with academics, 
finances, or your personal well-being. UCF has a multitude of resources available to all students. 
Please visit UCFCares.com if you are seeking resources and support, or if you are worried about a 
friend or classmate. Free services and information are included for a variety of student concerns, 
including but not limited to alcohol use, bias incidents, mental health concerns, and financial 
challenges. You can also e-mail ucfcares@ucf.edu with questions or for additional assistance. You 
can reach a UCF Cares staff member between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. by calling 407-823-5607. If you are 
in immediate distress, please call Counseling and Psychological Services to speak directly with a 
counselor 24/7 at 407-823-2811, or please call 911. 
 


COURSE SCHEDULE 
*The professor reserves the right to modify this syllabus at any time. 


Week 1 – What is Ethnography? 


Tuesday, January 7  Course Overview and Introduction 


Academic Engagement Assignment (Due 1/10): This is a university 
requirement for the disbursement of your financial aid that must be 
completed the first week of class. 


Thursday, January 9 Marcus, George E., and Dick Cushman. 1982. Ethnographies as 
texts. Annual Review of Anthropology 11:25–69. 


Davis and Craven, Intro., Ch.1 and 2   
 


Week 2 –Choosing a topic and field site 


Tuesday, January 14 Agar, Michael. 1996. “Who are you to do this?” In The professional 
stranger: An informal introduction to ethnography. New York: Academic 
Press. Pp. 91-111   


Ghodsee, Ch. 1 


Gupta, Akhil and James Ferguson. 1997. “Disciplines and Practices: 
‘The Field’ as Site, Method, and Location in Anthropology.” In 
Anthropological Locations: Boundaries and Grounds of a Field Science, edited 
by Gupta A. and J. Ferguson, 1-40. Berkeley: University of California 
Press.    


Thursday, January 16 Booth, Wayne C., Gregory G. Colomb, and Joseph M. Williams.  
2008. “From Topics to Questions.” In The Craft of Research. Chicago: 
University of Chicago Press.  
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 Kelly, Tobias. 2014. “Getting Started.” In Doing Anthropological 
Research: A Practical Guide, edited by Natalie Konopinski. London: 
Routledge. 


Assignment #1 Project Proposal Abstract (Due 1/19 by 11:59 p.m.)  
 


Week 3 – Ethics 


Tuesday, January 21  Davis and Craven, Ch. 5 


Smith, Linda T. 2007. “On tricky ground: Researching the native in 
the age of uncertainty.” In The Sage handbook of qualitative research, 
edited by N. K. Denzin & Y. S. Lincoln, 85–107. Thousand Oaks, 
CA: Sage. 


Thursday, January 23 AAA Statement on Ethics (2012) 


Guest Speaker from IRB Office 
 


Week 4 – Participant Observation and Other Methods 


Tuesday, January 28  Davis and Craven, Ch. 6  


O’Reilly, Karen. 2005. “Participating and Observing.” In Ethnographic 
Methods, 55-71. London: Routledge.  


Thursday, January 30  Davis and Craven, Ch. 7 


Hale, Charles R. 2001. “What is activist research?.” Items and Issues: 
Social Science Research Council 2(1-2): 13-15. 
 


Week 5 – Writing Fieldnotes 


Tuesday, February 4 Emerson, Robert M., Rachel I. Fretz, and Linda L. Shaw. 1995. Ch. 1 
“Fieldnotes in Ethnographic Research” and Ch. 2 “In the Field.” In 
Writing Ethnographic Fieldnotes. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 


Thursday, February 6 Ghodsee, Ch. 3 and Ch. 4  


Geertz, Clifford. 1973. “Thick Description: Toward an Interpretive 
Theory of Culture.” In The Interpretation of Cultures, 1-30. New York: 
Basic Books 


Workshop: Fieldnotes 


Assignment #2 Observation Activity/Narrative (Due 2/2 by 11:59 
p.m.)  
 


Week 6 – Interviewing 


Tuesday, February 11   Madison, D. Soyini. 2005. “Methods: “Do I Really Need a Method?” 
a Method . . . Or Deep Hanging Out?”. In Critical Ethnography: Method, 
Ethics, and Performance, 19-50. Thousand Oaks: SAGE. 







 8 


O’Reilly, Karen. 2005. “Interviews: Asking Questions of Individuals 
and Groups” and “Practical Issues in Interviewing.” In Ethnographic 
Methods. London: Routledge.  


Thursday, February 13   Waterston, Alisse. 2019. “Intimate ethnography and the 
anthropological imagination: Dialectical aspects of the personal and 
political in My Father's Wars.” American Ethnologist 46(1): 7-19. 


Workshop: Interviews  


Assignment #3 Interview (Due 2/9 by 11:59 p.m.) 
 


Week 7 –  Research Design   


Tuesday, February 18 Pzreworski, Adam and Salomon, Frank, On the Art of Writing 
Proposals (Social Science Research Council, 1995 rev., 1988). 


Silverman, Sybil. 1991. “Writing Grant Proposals for Anthropological 
Research.” Current Anthropology 32:485 489. 


Thursday, February 20 Workshop: Proposal Writing. Bring a draft of your proposal to class. 
You will spend time in class workshopping each other’s work. 
 
PROPOSAL (due 2/23 at 11:59) 
 
Week 8  Positionality, Reflexivity, and Emotion 


Tuesday, February 25  Davis and Craven, Ch. 3 


Narayan, Kirin. 1993. “How Native is a ‘Native’ Anthropologist?” 
American Anthropologist 95(3): 671-686. 


Thursday, February 27  Behar, Ruth. 1996. “Chapter 1 The Vulnerable Observer.” In The 
Vulnerable Observer: Anthropology That Breaks Your Heart. Boston: 
Beacon Press. 


Ghodsee, Ch. 2 


Rosaldo, Renato. 1993. “Introduction: Grief and a Headhunters 
Rage.” In Culture and Truth: The Remaking of Social Analysis. Boston: 
Beacon.  


Assignment #4 Positionality Paper (Due 2/23 at 11:59 p.m.)  
 


Week 9 - Decolonial Methodologies  


Tuesday, March 3 Smith, Linda Tuhiwai. 2012. “Introduction.” In Decolonizing 
Methodologies: Research and Indigenous Peoples. London: Zed Books. 
Uddin, Nasir. “Decolonising ethnography in the field: An 
anthropological account.” International Journal of Social Research 
Methodology 14(6):455-467 · 


Thursday, March 5  Library/Research Day  
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Assignment #5 Annotated Bibliography (due 3/15 at 11:59 p.m.) 
 


Week 10 – Spring Break 


March 10 and March 12 No class. Continue to work on your research projects. 
 
Week 11 - Analyzing Data 


Tuesday, March 17 Emerson, Robert M., Rachel I. Fretz, and Linda L. Shaw. 1995. 
Processing Fieldnotes: Coding and Memoing.” In Writing Ethnographic 
Fieldnotes. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. “  


Gobo, Giampreto and Andrea Molle. 2017. “Coding and Analyzing 
Ethnographic Records.” In Doing ethnography, 211-241. London, UK: 
Sage. 


Thursday, March 19 Workshop: Coding. For this workshop, you are required to bring 2-3 
pages of your fieldnotes (3 copies) to class 
 


Week 12 – Visualizing the field 


Tuesday, March 24 Ghodsee, Ch. 7 


O’Reilly, Karen. 2005. “Visual Data and Other Things.” In 
Ethnographic Methods, 55-71. London: Routledge.  


Torres, Julie. 2016. “Mourning in Orlando.” Anthropology News 57 (11-
12): 14-17. 


 Workshop: Visual Data. For this workshop, bring material(s) 
(photographs, pamphlets, flyers, etc.) from your field site. 


Thursday, March 26 Genz, Carolin and Diana Lucas-Drogan. 2018. “Decoding Mapping 
as Practice. An interdisciplinary approach in Architecture and Urban 
Anthropology.” Urban Trancripts 1(4) Winter 2017/18. 


Low, Setha. 2014. Spatializing Culture: An Engaged Anthropological 
Approach to Space and Place. In The People, Place, and Space Reader, 
edited ByJen Jack Gieseking, William Mangold, Cindi Katz, Setha 
Low, Susan Saegert, pp.34-38.  London: Routledge. 


Narayan, Kirin. 2012. “Place.” In Alive in the Writing: Crafting 
Ethnography in the Company of Chekhov. Chicago: University of Chicago 
Press. 


 Assignment #6 Spatial Analysis/Mapping (Due 3/22 at 11:59 p.m.)  
 
Week 13 Writing Ethnography 


Tuesday, March 31  Ghodsee, Introduction, Ch. 5-6, 8-11 


Thursday, April 2  Workshop: Writing Ethnography. Bring your fieldnotes or drafts to 
class and come ready to discuss your key argument. 


Weeks 14 and 15 Presentations 
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Tuesday, April 7  In-class presentations 
Thursday, April 9.  In-class presentations  


Tuesday, April 14  In-class presentations 


Thursday, April 16  Wrap up/Last day of class 


 


FINAL PAPER DUE MONDAY, APRIL 20th   
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Course Syllabus
Jump to Today ! Edit


ANG 4482 Anthropology of Mental Health


Department of Anthropology


College of Sciences, University of Central Florida


Instructor Information 
Instructor:  Beatriz Reyes-Foster
Office Location: Howard Phillips Hall Room 409I
Office Hours: Thursdays 10:00 am-12:00 PM
Phone: (407) 823-2206
Digital Contact: beatriz.reyes-Foster@ucf.edu


Teaching Assistants 
GTA(s): Name of teaching assistants (if applicable)
Email: Knights email addresses or Webcourses@UCF messaging


Course Information
Term: 2020
Course Number & Section: ANG 4482 01
Course Name: Anthropology of Mental Health
Credit Hours: 3
Class Meeting Days: Tuesday and Thursday
Class Meeting Time: 12:00 PM-1:15 PM
Class Location: BA01, 121
Course Modality: Face to Face


Enrollment Requirements 
Course Prerequisites (if applicable): Junior standing and at least one course in anthropology or a related
social science (sociology, psychology, or social work).
Course Co-requisites (if applicable): None



https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1344366/assignments/syllabus%23

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1344366/assignments/syllabus%23
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Other Enrollment Requirements (if applicable): None


Course Description
This course introduces anthropological approaches to mental health and examines mental health and healing
in cross-cultural perspective.


Course Materials and Resources


Required Materials/Resources
Kohrt, Brandon A. and Emily Mendenhall. Global Mental Health: Anthropological Perspectives.
Watters, Ethan. 2010. Crazy Like Us: The Globalization of the American Psyche. New York: The Free
Press.
Duncan, Whitney. 2018. Transforming Therapy: Mental Health Practice and Cultural Change in
Mexico. Nashville: Vanderbilt University Press. 


Other readings will be available through Webcourses.


Optional Materials/Resources


None


Student Learning Outcomes
Students will accomplish the following learning outcomes:


1. Become familiar with the most important literature in psychological and psychiatric anthropology.
2. Explain what an anthropology of mental health is.
3. Understand the social construction of mental health, mental illness, and treatment.
4. Develop knowledge in the epistemology, philosophical underpinnings, and science of mental health


and mental illness in cross-cultural perspective.


Course Activities
Reading Responses


Beginning in week 2 of the course, students will write a brief (500 word) response to the readings for each
week and post it to a canvas discussion board. The response can take the form of question or comment
about the assigned readings OR a response to another person’s post. If you choose to comment on another
person’s response, be sure to clearly reference and engage the assigned texts. All reading responses are







12/29/19, 8:09 AMSyllabus for ANT4482-20Spring 0001


Page 3 of 11https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1344366/assignments/syllabus


due Wednesdays before 8 PM. Please note that due to the timely nature of the reading responses there is
no grace period for this assignment. Late reading responses will not be accepted.


 


Scaffolded Individual Paper


All Students have the following options for a final paper:


1. An illness narrative based on 1) an interview with a family member or friend who has experienced mental
illness; OR 2) an interview with a family member or friend who has witnessed or been a caregiver for a
friend or relative struggling with mental illness and undergoing treatment.


2. A review of a full-length ethnography which links the book to course readings and situates in the context
of concepts learned in class.


 


Proposal & Annotated Outline


A scaffolded assignment is one in which students turn in earlier versions or stages of their work throughout
the semester. In lieu of exams, a paper proposal and an annotated outline will be due approximately in Week
5 and Week 11 of the term. Detailed guidelines are available in Webcourses.


  


Group Research Paper and Poster


In addition to the final paper, students will collaboratively (in groups of 3-4) research a diagnostic category
from the DSM-V and create a poster examining how this category has been researched anthropologically
and how the illness presents cross-culturally.


Activity Submissions


All student work shall be submitted through Webcourses. 


Attendance/Participation


Attendance is mandatory. Absences may be excused due to illness, death, childcare problems, or other
unforeseeable emergencies. Per the Undergraduate Catalog, excused absences include "illness, serious
family emergencies, special curricular requirements (e.g., judging trips, field trips, professional conferences),
military obligations, severe weather conditions, and religious holidays)." Anything outside of the scope of
these circumstances will not be considered an excused absence and will result in a reduction of your grade. 
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Make-up Exams and Assignments


Per university policy, you are allowed to submit make-up work (or an equivalent, alternate assignment) for
authorized university-sponsored activities, religious observances, or legal obligations (such as jury duty). If
this participation conflicts with your course assignments, I will offer a reasonable opportunity for you to
complete missed assignments and/or exams. The make-up assignment and grading scale will be equivalent
to the missed assignment and its grading scale. In the case of an authorized university activity, it is your
responsibility to show me a signed copy of the Program Verification Form for which you will be absent, prior
to the class in which the absence occurs. In any of these cases, please contact me ahead of time to notify
me of upcoming needs.


Assessment and Grading Procedures


Assignment Percentage of
Grade


Attendance
and
participation


10%


Reading
Responses


15%


Paper
Proposal


15%


Annotated
Outline


15%


Final Paper 25%


Group Poster
Presentation


20%


Total 100%
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Letter Grade Points


A 93 – 100 points


A- 90 – 92 points


B+ 87 – 89 points


B 83 – 86 points


B- 80 – 82 points


C+ 77 – 79 points


C 70 – 76 points


D 60 – 69 points


F 59 and below


 


Consult the latest Undergraduate or Graduate catalog  (http://catalog.ucf.edu/) for regulations and
procedures regarding grading such as Incomplete grades, grade changes, and grade forgiveness.


Course Schedule
You may view the course schedule for the semester by following this link. 


University Services and Resources


Academic Services and Resources


A list of available academic support and learning services is available at UCF Student Services
(https://www.ucf.edu/services/) . Click on "Academic Support and Learning Services" on the right-hand side to
filter.  



http://catalog.ucf.edu/

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1344366/pages/course-schedule-spring-2020

https://www.ucf.edu/services/
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Non-Academic Services and Resources


A list of non-academic support and services is also available at UCF Student Services
(https://www.ucf.edu/services/) . Click on "Support" on the right-hand side to filter.  


If you are a UCF Online student, please consult the UCF Online Student Guidelines
(https://www.ucf.edu/online/resources/guidelines/)  for more information about your access to non-academic
services.


Policy Statements


Inclusive Classroom Statement


I am committed to fostering a climate of inclusion and acceptance in this course. It is my intent that students
from all backgrounds and perspectives be well served by this course, that students’ learning needs be
addressed both in and out of class, and that the diversity that students bring to this class be viewed as a
resource, strength and benefit. It is my intent to foster a learning environment respectful of gender identity,
sexuality, disability, age, socioeconomic status, immigration status, ethnicity, race, and culture. Your
suggestions are encouraged and appreciated. Please let me know ways to improve the effectiveness of the
course for you personally or for other students or student groups. In addition, if any of our class activities
conflict with your religious events, please let me know so that I can make arrangements for you. Please let
me know if you would like me to use specific personal gender pronouns (PGPs) when communicating with
you.


Academic Integrity


Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of Conduct  (http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/process/roc) .
According to Section 1, "Academic Misconduct," students are prohibited from engaging in:


Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information or study aids in
any academic exercise unless specifically authorized by the instructor of record. The unauthorized
possession of examination or course-related material also constitutes cheating.
Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral means: The presentation of material
which has not been studied or learned, but rather was obtained through someone else’s efforts and used
as part of an examination, course assignment, or project.
Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to another person, student, and/or
uploading course material to a third-party vendor without authorization or without the express written
permission of the university and the instructor. Course materials include but are not limited to class notes,
Instructor’s PowerPoints, course syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, instruction sheets, homework, study guides,
handouts, etc.



https://www.ucf.edu/services/

https://www.ucf.edu/online/resources/guidelines/

http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/process/roc
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Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work.
Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the source, thereby attempting
to convey the impression that such work is the student’s own.
Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than once without the express
written permission of the instructor.
Helping another violate academic behavior standards.


For more information about Academic Integrity, students may consult The Center for Academic Integrity
(https://academicintegrity.org/) .


For more information about plagiarism and misuse of sources, see “Defining and Avoiding Plagiarism: The
WPA Statement on Best Practices  (http://wpacouncil.org/node/9) ”.


Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating


Students should also familiarize themselves with the procedures for academic misconduct in UCF’s student
handbook, The Golden Rule.  (http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/docs/goldenrule.pdf) UCF faculty members
have a responsibility for students’ education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to prevent unethical
behavior and when necessary respond to academic misconduct. Penalties can include a failing grade in an
assignment or in the course, suspension or expulsion from the university, and/or a "Z Designation" on a
student’s official transcript indicating academic dishonesty, where the final grade for this course will be
preceded by the letter Z. For more information about the Z Designation, see
http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade  (http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade) .


Course Accessibility Statement


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all persons with
disabilities. Students with disabilities who need disability-related access in this course should contact the
professor as soon as possible. Students should also connect with Student Accessibility Services
(http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/) (Ferrell Commons 185, sas@ucf.edu (mailto:sas@ucf.edu) , phone (407) 823-2371).
Through Student Accessibility Services, a Course Accessibility Letter may be created and sent to professors,
which informs faculty of potential access and accommodations that might be reasonable.Determining
reasonable access and accommodations requires consideration of the course design, course learning
objectives and the individual academic and course barriers experienced by the student.


Campus Safety Statement


Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise during class, everyone needs to work together.
Students should be aware of their surroundings and familiar with some basic safety and security concepts.


In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance.



https://academicintegrity.org/

http://wpacouncil.org/node/9

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/docs/goldenrule.pdf

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade

http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

mailto:sas@ucf.edu
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Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall near the door. Students
should make a note of the guide’s physical location and review the online version at
<http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html  (http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html) >.
Students should know the evacuation routes from each of their classrooms and have a plan for finding
safety in case of an emergency.
If there is a medical emergency during class, students may need to access a first-aid kit or AED
(Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those are located, see
<http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/AEDlocations-UCF  (http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/AEDlocations-UCF) > (click on link
from menu on left).
To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text alerts by going to
<https://my.ucf.edu  (https://my.ucf.edu/) > and logging in. Click on “Student Self Service” located on the
left side of the screen in the toolbar, scroll down to the blue “Personal Information” heading on the
Student Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the information, including e-mail address, cell phone
number, and cell phone provider, click “Apply” to save the changes, and then click “OK.”
Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their instructors outside of
class.
To learn about how to manage an active-shooter situation on campus or elsewhere, consider viewing this
video (<
You CAN Survive an Active Shooter  (https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk)


(https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk)


>).


Deployed Active Duty Military Students


Students who are deployed active duty military and/or National Guard personnel and require accommodation
should contact their instructors as soon as possible after the semester begins and/or after they receive
notification of deployment to make related arrangements.


Copyright


This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, images, text materials,
etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use doctrine in order to enhance the learning
environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, download or distribute these items. The use of these materials is
strictly reserved for this online classroom environment and your use only. All copyright materials are credited
to the copyright holder.



http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html

http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/AEDlocations-UCF

https://my.ucf.edu/

https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk

https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk
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Course Summary:
 


Date Details


Mon Jan 13, 2020 "
Academic Activity Assignment
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1344366/assignments/6443883)


due by 11:59pm


Third-Party Software and FERPA


During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or software applications
sometimes called third-party software such as a blog or wiki. While some of these could be required
assignments, you need not make any personally identifying information on a public site. Do not post or
provide any private information about yourself or your classmates. Where appropriate you may use a
pseudonym or nickname. Some written assignments posted publicly may require personal
reflection/comments, but the assignments will not require you to disclose any personally identity-sensitive
information. If you have any concerns about this, please contact your instructor.


Third-Party Accessibility and Privacy Statements


Turnitin.com


In this course we will utilize turnitin.com, an automated system which instructors can use to quickly and easily
compare each student’s assignment with billions of web sites, as well as an enormous database of student
papers that grows with each submission. Accordingly, you will be expected to submit assignments through
the Canvas Assignment Tool in electronic format. After the assignment is processed, as an instructor I
receive a report from turnitin.com that states if and how another author’s work was used in the assignment.
For a more detailed look at this process, visit http://www.turnitin.com  (http://www.turnitin.com) .


Important Dates to Remember


 


Drop/Swap Deadline Thursday, January 9


Withdrawal Deadline Friday, March 20


Spring Break Monday, March 9-Saturday, March 14


Grade Forgiveness Deadline Monday, April 20


Research Presentation/Final Exam Thursday, April 23, 10:00 AM-12:50 PM


 



https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1344366/assignments/6443883

http://www.turnitin.com/
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Wed Jan 15, 2020 "
Week 2 Reading Response
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1344366/assignments/6443896)


due by 11:59pm


Wed Jan 22, 2020 "
Week 3 Reading Response
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1344366/assignments/6443895)


due by 11:59pm


Tue Jan 28, 2020 "
Proposal
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1344366/assignments/6443904)


due by 11:59pm


Wed Jan 29, 2020 "
Week 4 Reading Response
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1344366/assignments/6443894)


due by 11:59pm


Wed Feb 5, 2020 "
Week 5 Reading Response
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1344366/assignments/6443893)


due by 11:59pm


Wed Feb 12, 2020
"


Group Poster Topic
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1344366/assignments/6443902)


due by 11:59pm


"
Week 6 Reading Response
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1344366/assignments/6443892) due by 11:59pm


Wed Feb 19, 2020 "
Week 7 Reading Response
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1344366/assignments/6443891)


due by 11:59pm


Wed Feb 26, 2020 "
Week 8 Reading Response
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1344366/assignments/6443890)


due by 11:59pm


Wed Mar 4, 2020 "
Week 9 Reading Response
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1344366/assignments/6443889)


due by 11:59pm


Tue Mar 17, 2020 "
Annotated Outline
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1344366/assignments/6443898)


due by 11:59pm


Wed Mar 18, 2020 "
Week 11 Reading Response
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1344366/assignments/6443888)


due by 11:59am


Wed Mar 25, 2020 "
Week 12 Reading Response
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1344366/assignments/6443887)


due by 11:59am


Wed Apr 1, 2020 "
Week 13 Reading Response
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1344366/assignments/6443886)


due by 11:59pm


Week 14 Reading Response



https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1344366/assignments/6443896

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1344366/assignments/6443895

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1344366/assignments/6443904

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1344366/assignments/6443894

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1344366/assignments/6443893

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1344366/assignments/6443902

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1344366/assignments/6443892

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1344366/assignments/6443891

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1344366/assignments/6443890

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1344366/assignments/6443889

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1344366/assignments/6443898

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1344366/assignments/6443888

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1344366/assignments/6443887

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1344366/assignments/6443886

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1344366/assignments/6443885
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Wed Apr 8, 2020 " (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1344366/assignments/6443885) due by 11:59pm


Wed Apr 15, 2020 "
Week 15 Reading Response
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1344366/assignments/6443884)


due by 11:59pm


Mon Apr 20, 2020 "
Final Paper: Illness Narrative
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1344366/assignments/6443900)


due by 11:59pm


Wed Apr 22, 2020 "
Group Poster Presentation
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1344366/assignments/6443901)


due by 11:59pm


" Attendance (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1344366/assignments/6443899)  


"
Roll Call Attendance
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1344366/assignments/6443905)  



https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1344366/assignments/6443885

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1344366/assignments/6443884

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1344366/assignments/6443900

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1344366/assignments/6443901

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1344366/assignments/6443899

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1344366/assignments/6443905
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Course Schedule (Spring 2020)
 


 


(https://secure.flickr.com/photos/42769910@N00/6698086037)


Spring


2020


 
 


Week Finish This Reading Before Thursday Topics to be Discussed in Class


1


 


First day of class; no homework is due
Class 2: Kohrt and Mendenhall, Chapter 1, 2


 


 


Introduction to the course, syllabus
review


2


Watters, Ethan. Crazy Like Us. Introduction
and Chapter 1.
Frances, Allen. “What’s Normal and What’s
Not?” Saving Normal.
Kleinman, Arthur. “Do Psychiatric Disorders
Differ in Different Cultures? –Methodological
Questions”
Benedict, Ruth. “Anthropology and the
Abnormal.” An Anthropologist at Work.


Normal and Abnormal



https://secure.flickr.com/photos/42769910@N00/6698086037
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Abnormal.” An Anthropologist at Work.


3


Watters, Ethan. Crazy Like Us. Chapter 3.
Good, Byron, and MA Subandi. “Experiences
of psychosis in Javanese culture: Reflections
on a case of acute, recurrent psychosis in
contemporary Yogyakarta, Indonesia.
Schizophrenia, Culture, and Subjectivity.
Luhrmann, Tanya. “Introduction.” Our Most
Troubling Madness: Case Studies in
Schizophrenia Across Cultures.
Luhrmann, Tanya, and R. Padmavati. “Voices
that are more benign: The experience of
auditory hallucinations in Chennai.” Our Most
Troubling Madness: Case Studies in
Schizophrenia Across Cultures.


The Social Life of Mental Disorders:
Schizophrenia


4


Rose, Nikolas. 1996. “How should one do the
history of the self?” Inventing Our Selves.
Rose, Nikolas. 2013. “How should one do the
history of the Neurosciences?” Neuro: The
New Brain Sciences and the Management of
the Mind.
Luhrmann, Tanya. 2012. “Living with Voices.”
American Scholar. Summer.  


 Selves and Brains


Individual Paper Proposal Due


5


Watters, Ethan. Crazy Like Us. Chapter 4
Kohrt and Mendenhall, Chapter 12
Cabassa LJ, Hansen MC, Palinkas LA, Ell K.
2008. “Azúcar y nervios: explanatory models
and treatment experiences of Hispanics with
diabetes and depression.” Social Science and
Medicine 66(12): 2413-24.
Kleinman, A. "Depression, Somatization, and
the New Cross-Cultural Psychiatry."


 The Social Life of Mental Disorders:


Depression


Brodwin, Paul. 2011. "Futility in the Practice of
Community Psychiatry." Medical Anthropology
Quarterly. 
Anderson-Fye & Floersch. 2011. "“I'm Not Your
Typical ‘Homework Stresses Me Out’ Kind of
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6


Typical ‘Homework Stresses Me Out’ Kind of
Girl”: Psychological Anthropology in Research
on College Student Usage of Psychiatric
Medications and Mental Health
Services." Ethos. 
Carpenter-Song, Elizabeth. 2009. "Caught in
the Psychiatric Net: Meanings and
Experiences of ADHD, Pediatric Bipolar
Disorder and Mental Health Treatment Among
a Diverse Group of Families in the United
States." Culture, Medicine, and Psychiatry. 
Lester, Rebecca. 2009. "Brokering
Authenticity: Borderline Personality Disorder
and the Ethics of Care in an American Eating
Disorder Clinic." Current Anthropology 50 (3):
281-302.


 Treatment I: Treatment in the Global
North


Submit Group Project Topic This Week


7


Watters, Introduction, Ch. 1


Lester, Rebecca. 2019. FAMISHED.
Selections. 
Lee, Sing. 1996. "Reconsidering the Status of
Anorexia Nervosa as a Western Culture-
Bound Syndrome." Social Science & Medicine
42(1), 21-34.
Becker, Anne. 2004. “Television, Disordered
Eating, and Young Women in Fiji: Negotiating
Body Image and Identity During Rapid Social
Change.” Culture, Medicine and Psychiatry
28(4)533-559.


 


 


The Social Life of Mental Disorders:


Eating Disorders


 


 


8


Jervis, L.J. 2003. Boredom, ‘trouble,’ and the
realities of postcolonial reservation life. Ethos
31, 38-58.
Kral, M. 1998. Suicide and the internalization
of culture: Three questions. Transcultural
Psychiatry 35(2): 221-233.
Dinges, N.G., Duong-Tran, Q. 1993. Stressful
life events and co-occurring depression,
substance abuse, and suicidality among
American Indian and Alaska Native


Social Structure I
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American Indian and Alaska Native
adolescents. Culture, Medicine and Psychiatry
16, 487-502.
Gone, Joseph. 2014. Colonial Genocide and
Historical Trauma in Native North America:
Complicating Contemporary Attributions.”


9


Watters, Chapter 2
Kohrt & Mendenhall, Ch. 4, 13
Abramowits, Sharon. “Trauma and
Humanitarian Translation in Liberia: The Tale
of Open Mole.” Culture, Medicine, &
Psychiatry 34(2):353-379


 


The Social Life of Mental Disorders:


Trauma


 


10 SPRING BREAK  SPRING BREAK


 


11


Kohrt & Mendenhall, Ch. 3, 5, 6
Rhodes, Lorna. 2002. Psychopathy and the
Face of Control in the Supermax. Ethnography
3(4): 442-466.


 Social Structure II


Annotated Outline/Paper Draft Due


12


Kohrt & Mendenhall, Ch. 8
Agar, M. & HS Reisinger. “A Tale of Two
Policies: The French Connection, Methadone,
and Heroin Epidemics. Culture, Medicine, and
Psychiatry 26: 371-396.
Quintero, G. 2000. “‘The Lizard in the Green
Bottle’: ‘Aging out’ of problem drinking among
Navajo Men.” Social Science & Medicine 51:
1031-1045.
Harris, S. 2015. “To be free and normal:
Addiction, Governance, and the Therapeutics
of Buprenorphine.” Medical Anthropology
Quarterly 29(4): 512-530.


 The Social Life of Mental Disorders:
Substance Abuse and Addiction


 


Kohrt & Mendenhall, Ch. 11, 12
Read, Ursula. 2019. "Rights as Relationships:
Collaborating with Faith Healers in Community
Mental Health in Ghana." Culture, Medicine,


 


Treatment II: Treatment in the Global
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13
Mental Health in Ghana." Culture, Medicine,
and Psychiatry. 
Chua, Jocelyn. 2012. "The Register of
'Complaint': Psychiatric Diagnosis and the
Discourse of Grievance in the South Indian
Mental Health Encounter."


 


Treatment II: Treatment in the Global
South


 


 


14


Jenkins, Janis. 1988. "Ethnopsychiatric
Interpretations of Schizophrenic Illness: The
Problem of Nervios within Mexican-American
Families." Culture, Medicine and Psychiatry
12:301-329.
Kohrt, B., Maharjan, S., Timsina, D. & J.
Griffith. “Applying Nepali Ethnopsychology to
Psychotherapy for the treatment of mental
illness and prevention of suicide among
Bhutanese refugees.” Annals of
Anthropological Practice 36(1): 88-112.
Brooks, B. “Chucaque and Social Stress
among Peruvian Highlanders.” Medical
Anthropology Quarterly 28(3): 419-439.
Nichter, M. 1981. “Idioms of Distress:
Alternatives in the Expression of Psychosocial
Distress: A Case Study from South India.”
Culture, Medicine, & Psychiatry 5: 379-408.


The Social Life of Mental Disorders:
Culturally Bound Syndromes


 


15


Watters, Conclusion
Kohrt & Mendenhall, Conclusion
Duncan, Whitney. 2018. Transforming
Therapy. ENTIRE BOOK. 


The Globalization of the Western Psyche


Final Paper Due 


16 No reading assigned


 


Student Poster Presentations During
Scheduled Final Time


THURSDAY APRIL 
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* Note: The Schedule is subject to revision
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ANT 2511 0M02: The Human Species  


Spring 2020 (3 credits) 


1.  Course Information 


Classroom: NSC 0101 


Modality: M Mode 


Class Hours: R 12:00-1:15 pm 


Final Exam Time: Thursday 4/23 10:00am to 12:50 pm  


 


Prerequisites: None 


 


 


2.  Instructor and GTA Information 


 


Instructor: Dr. Pete T. Sinelli 


Office: Howard Phillips Hall 309 c 


Office phone: (407) 823-2227 


Cell phone: (407) 575-6456 


Office Hours: Tuesdays:  10:30-11:45 am 


 Thursdays: 8:15-8:45 am 


   10:30-11:45 am  


   1:30-2:45 pm 
Email: ptsinelli@gmail.com 


Peter.sinelli@ucf.edu 


 


Teaching Assistants: Caroline Jasiak and Morgan Ferrell  
Office: Howard Phillips Hall 309 


Contact Info: Contact via Webcourses message 


Office hours: TBA  


  


3.  Course Description: The course provides a general overview of human biological variation in an 


evolutionary perspective, and uses multiple lines of evidence to form a holistic picture of human evolution. In 


the first quarter of the course we examine the processes of evolution and other important background concepts. 


The second quarter explores our non-human primate relatives to discover how human anatomy and behavior are 


rooted in a deep evolutionary history. The last half of the semester concentrates on the human fossil and 


archaeological records, and the spectrum of variation found in modern humanity. 


Biological anthropology is a science, and this course is organized and delivered with that in mind. Throughout 


the course, we will reinforce core scientific concepts that apply not only the process of human evolution, but also 


to the sciences in general. Students will see how scholars use the scientific method to create relevant research 


designs, reconstruct our evolutionary history, and explore modern human biological variability.  



mailto:ptsinelli@gmail.com

mailto:Peter.sinelli@ucf.edu
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4.  Learning Outcomes:  This course is a requirement for undergraduate Anthropology majors and minors and it 


satisfies the General Education Program (GEP) requirement for Science Foundations. In Humans Species, 


students will: 


 Discover the foci of the major areas of biological anthropology. 


 Explore the history of evolutionary thought and discuss the contributions of Darwin and other early 


scholars. 


 Review modern genetics and how these synthesize with evolutionary forces like natural selection. 


 Understand the causes and significance of modern human variation and adaptation. 


 Discover the living primates and how human anatomy and behavior is related to primate evolution. 


 Examine the fossil evidence for human evolution. 


 


Although these goals may seem discipline specific, they are organized around the central theme that science is 


the primary way of learning more about the world around us. As a GEP Science Foundations course, a leading 


goal of Human Species is to help students gain an understanding of scientific methods and learn how these can 


help address issues in modern society. A secondary goal is to give students’ the intellectual tools they need to 


evaluate conflicting claims and information in world where opinion is routinely presented as undebatable fact. 


Throughout the course, students will discover how scientists came to “know what they know is true” about 


human evolution through careful examination of their theory, methods, data, and evidence. In doing so, students 


will learn to identify a sound, scientific argument by its attributes, and distinguish such against those statements 


which lack rigor or validity. 


 


 


5.  Sequence of Course Activity.  This is a mixed mode class, and there is a mix of online and in-class 


assessments.  For details and due dates, refer to the Course Schedule at the end of this document.  


 


 


6.  Assessment and Grading Policies: Your grade in this course will be based out of 500 total points. You can 


calculate your grade by dividing the total number of points you have earned by the total points possible. Grades 


on all assessments will only be posted online in Webcourses. 


 


6a.  Scantron requirement:  We use “raspberry” scantrons for all in-class tests and quizzes, so you will need 


to acquire 13 of them for this class and bring one with you EVERY DAY.  These are graded by computer, 


and the only way the computer knows who you are is through your ID number.  


 


LEARN YOUR ID! If you don’t know it, you can’t get a grade! 


 


 


Scantrons are available for purchase at the 


UCF Bookstore in the Washington Center 


and in vending machines around campus. 


You can also get one free scantron a day at 


the Student Government office on the 


second floor of the Student Union.   
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6b.  Assessments and Grade Weight: 


I.  Three Midterm Exams—195 points (65 points each) 
There will be 3 exams during the semester. Each exam will consist of True/False and 


Multiple Choice questions. Exam 1 will be administered in the classroom.  Exams 2 and 3 


will be taken online.  You must bring a scantron and a #2 pencil to the in-class exam. 


 


II.  Final Exam—75 points 


The exam will not be cumulative and will only cover material discussed since the third 


exam. It will consist of True/False and Multiple Choice questions and will be held in our 


regular classroom at the time scheduled by the university. 


 


III.  Six Announced In Class Quizzes—60 points (10 points each) 


There will be 6 quizzes worth 10 points each for a total of 60 points. You must bring a scantron. 


 


IV.  M Mode Module Assignments—120 points 
As this is a mixed mode class, part of your grade is based on work you’ll do on Webcourses. There 


are 12 modules for the course.  The modules consist of an online lecture that you will review, then 


you will take the associated assessment online. Each assessment is worth 10 points for a total of 


120 points.  


 


Modules and the associated quizzes will go live at 1:15pm on Thursdays (right after class ends).  


You must complete the related Quiz by 11:59 am on the following Thursday (right before the 


NEXT class begins).  Late Assessments will not be accepted, and I will not reopen closed module 


quizzes after the due date. THIS POLICY WILL BE STRICTLY ENFORCED WITH NO 


EXCEPTIONS UNLESS YOU HAVE A DOCUMENTED EXCUSE (see “6d.  Make-up Policy” 


below).  Computer problems are NOT a legitimate excuse, including "I couldn't open the file". 


Even if your computer malfunctions, you still have plenty of time to visit one of the many 


computer labs on campus. 


 


V.  Inquizitive Homework Assignments—50 points 


These homework exercises prepared by the textbook publisher are designed to complement 


the online modules to enhance student comprehension and retention.  Inquizitives are 


worth a maximum of 50 points toward your final grade in the class.  Because there are 14 


Inquizitives worth 5 points each (for a total of 70), if you do ALL of them and earn more 


than 50 points then the Webcourses grade book will add those extra points into your 


record.  However, you can only earn a maximum of 50 points for Inquizitives for grading 


purposes, so any total you accumulate OVER 50 points will be reduced manually, by me at 


the end of the semester, to the maximum of 50 for the purposes of calculating your final 


grade.  In short, we drop four Inquizitives whether you do them or not.   


 


VI.  Extra Credit Opportunities—25 points 


Pop Quizzes – 20 points (5 at 4 points each).  Given the size of this class, I do not take attendance. Pop 


quizzes are my way of rewarding student attendance and participation. There will be five unannounced 


pop quizzes during the semester. THESE WILL USE A SCANTRON, so you need to purchase a pack 


and bring them to class every time. Moreover, there will be no make ups for pop quizzes. Only if you 


are in class will you get the chance for extra credit. 


 


Blood Donation/Food drive (5 points). Anyone who donates blood and provides me with the 


documentation they give you will receive 5 extra credit points. Alternatively, if you are unable or 
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Class Text: Essentials of 


Biological Anthropology 4th 


Edition, by Clark Larsen 
 


Available at various bookstores 
or BUY THE EBOOK FOR 
ONLY $50 VIA THE ONLINE 
LINK IN WEBCOURSES! 


unwilling to donate blood, you may bring in non-perishable food items toward the end of the semester.  


 


6c.  Grading Scheme Used For Final Grades:  The +/- system will be used in this course. These percentages 


correspond to the following letter grades: Individual exams and quizzes will not be curved. Neither will 


the final course distribution. 


 


A 470 or more  


A- 450-469  


B+ 435-449  


B 420-434  


B- 400-419  


C+ 385-399  


C 370-384  


C- 350-369  


D+ 335-349  


D 320-334 


D- 300-319 


F 299 or less 


 


6d.  Make-up Policy: If there is an unforeseen emergency and you will not be able to take an exam or 


announced quiz, it is critical that you notify me immediately via phone or email.  Pop quizzes are NOT 


eligible for makeups, as they are extra credit only and you must be in class to participate. I will not allow 


make-up exams without a valid excuse and I will require documentation supporting your story—NO 


EXCEPTIONS. The only acceptable form of documentation for illness is a doctor’s statement. Proof of 


personal or family emergency can consist of a police report, a deceased’s obituary, a towing or garage 


invoice, police report, or other form I deem acceptable. All make-ups for excused exams will take a 


different form than the original, and will have a short answer and/or essay component. Except in 


extraordinary cases approved by me, all makeup exams must be completed within 3 business days of the 


scheduled exam time. 


 


 


7.  Course Materials:  You will need to acquire an Access Code from W.W. Norton (the book publisher) to 


complete the Inquizitives.  If you buy a new hardcopy of the book, the access code is included.  If you buy the 


Ebook, the access code is included.  If you buy a USED book, you will need to buy the access code separately 


through the Ebook link posted on the main course page in Webcourses.   
 







5  


8.  Course-Specific Policies. 


 


8a.  Notes: This is a note-intensive course. The textbook is an excellent resource, and much of what I 


cover is discussed there, but tests and quizzes are based primarily on lectures and the weekly online 


modules. Furthermore, I do not post notes or PowerPoint slides online. I also do not release my slides 


to anyone for any reason, even if your absence is excused. I rightly expect every student to come to 


class, pay attention, and take good notes. If you don’t like this arrangement, then I suggest that you 


drop this class and sign up for the online version of Human Species the next time it’s offered.  


 


  
   


   
 


8c.  Study guides: I will prepare and distribute a study guide in advance of each exam. Everything that will 


be on the exam will be listed on the study guide. If you use your notes to familiarize yourself with the 


material on the study guide, then you will do very well in this class. 


 


8d. In-class Exams: To minimize disruptions, if you do not arrive within 10 minutes of the start of class on 


exam day, you will not be seated for the exam. I will direct you to the Anthropology office where you 


will take a different exam. I will not go over completed exams during class times. Also, I will retain all of 


the exams and none will be returned. However, I encourage every one of you to make-an appointment with 


me or a TA and we will gladly go over your exams with you on an individual basis. 


 


8e.  Announced quizzes: To minimize disruption, all quizzes will be administered toward the end of 


class. As with exams, I will not allow make-up quizzes without a valid excuse and I will require 


documentation of your absence. 


 


8f.  Scantron Issues: If you fail to complete the scantron properly or submit a crumpled or damaged 


scantron your assignment will not be graded by the machine and a zero will appear in your 


Webcourses grades page. If this happens to you, contact a TA IMMEDIATELY to arrange a time to 


meet them, find your scantron, and correct the error. In all cases concerning scantrons, if you feel that 


your grade on a test or assignment is inaccurate or an error has occurred, it is YOUR responsibility to 


contact a TA within one week of the posting of the grade. Late requests or claims for a grade change 


will not be honored. 


 


9.  University Core Policies 


 


9a.  Academic Integrity.  Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of Conduct at 


http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/process/roc. According to Section 1, “Academic Misconduct,” students are 


prohibited from engaging in: 


1. Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information or study 


aids in any academic exercise unless specifically authorized by the instructor of record. The 


8b.  Photography and recording policy: Students ARE NOT permitted to 


photograph or record video of the professor’s slides or lectures.  I worked 


hard to create the course material, and do not want it posted all over the 


public domain.  Moreover, the slides are simply prompts for discussion, 


and do not contain much of the information you need to know for the 


quizzes and exams.  Finally, just snapping pics in lecture and doing nothing 


else is LAZY and you will wind up with the lousy grade you deserve.  


Students who disregard this policy will be asked to put their phone away  


during class.  Students who repeatedly disregard this policy will be asked 


to leave the classroom.    
 



http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/process/roc
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unauthorized possession of examination or course-related material also constitutes cheating. 


2. Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral means: The presentation of 


material which has not been studied or learned, but rather was obtained through someone else’s 


efforts and used as part of an examination, course assignment, or project. 


3. Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to another person, student, 


and/or uploading course material to a third-party vendor without authorization or without the 


express written permission of the university and the instructor. Course materials include but are not 


limited to class notes, Instructor’s PowerPoints, course syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, instruction 


sheets, homework, study guides, handouts, etc. 


4. Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work. 


5. Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the source, thereby 


attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s own. 


6. Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than once without the 


express written permission of the instructor. 


7. Helping another violate academic behavior standards. 


 


For more information about Academic Integrity, consult the International Center for Academic Integrity  


http://academicintegrity.org.  For more information about plagiarism and misuse of sources, see “Defining 


and Avoiding Plagiarism: The WPA Statement on Best Practices” http://wpacouncil.org/node/9 Responses 


to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating.  Students should also familiarize themselves with the 


procedures for academic misconduct in UCF’s student handbook, The Golden Rule 


http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/docs/goldenrule.pdf. UCF faculty members have a responsibility for 


students’ education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to prevent unethical behavior and when 


necessary respond to academic misconduct. Penalties can include a failing grade in an assignment or in the 


course, suspension or expulsion from the university, and/or a “Z Designation” on a student’s official 


transcript indicating academic dishonesty, where the final grade for this course will be preceded by the 


letter Z. For more information about the Z Designation, see http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade.   


 


9b. Course Accessibility Statement:  The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and 


inclusion for all persons with disabilities. Students with disabilities who need access to course content due to 


course design limitations should contact the professor as soon as possible. Students should also connect with 


Student Accessibility Services (SAS) <http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/> (Ferrell Commons 185, sas@ucf.edu, phone 


407-823-2371). For students connected with SAS, a Course Accessibility Letter may be created and sent to 


professors, which informs faculty of potential course access and accommodations that might be necessary and 


reasonable. Determining reasonable access and accommodations requires consideration of the course design, 


course learning objectives and the individual academic and course barriers experienced by the student. Further 


conversation with SAS, faculty and the student may be warranted to ensure an accessible course experience.  


 


I am pleased to assist those students need additional accommodation. However, you MUST present me with 


documentation from SAS that verifies your needs. ANY REQUEST FOR SPECIAL ACCOMMODATION 


THAT IS NOT ACCOMPANIED BY SUCH DOCUMENTATION WILL NOT BE HONORED. 


 


9c.  Campus Safety Statement:  Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise during class, 


everyone needs to work together. Students should be aware of their surroundings and familiar with some 


basic safety and security concepts. 


 In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance. 


 Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall near the door. 


Students should make a note of the guide’s physical location and review the online version at 


http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html. 



http://academicintegrity.org/

http://wpacouncil.org/node/9

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/docs/goldenrule.pdf

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade

http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

mailto:sas@ucf.edu

http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html
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 Students should know the evacuation routes from each of their classrooms and have a plan for 
finding safety in case of an emergency. 


 If there is a medical emergency during class, students may need to access a first-aid kit or AED 
(Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those are located, see 


http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/AEDlocations-UCF. 


 To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text alerts by 


going to https://my.ucf.edu and logging in. Click on “Student Self Service” located on the left side 
of the screen in the toolbar, scroll down to the blue “Personal Information” heading on the Student 


Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the information, including e-mail address, cell phone 


number, and cell phone provider, click “Apply” to save the changes, and then click “OK.” 


 Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their instructors 
outside of class. 


 To learn about how to manage an active-shooter situation on campus or elsewhere, consider 


viewing this video https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk. 


9d.  Deployed Active Duty Military Students:  If you are a deployed active duty military student and feel that 


you may need a special accommodation due to that unique status, please contact your instructor to discuss 


your circumstances. 
 


9e.  Make-Up Assignments for Authorized University Events or Co-curricular Activities: Students who 


represent the university in an authorized event or activity (for example, student-athletes) and who are unable 


to meet a course deadline due to a conflict with that event must provide the instructor with documentation in 


advance to arrange a make-up. No penalty will be applied. For more information, see the UCF policy at  


http://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-401.2MakeUpAssignmentsorAuthUnivEventsorCocurricularActivities.pdf 


 


9f.  Religious Observances:  Students must notify their instructor in advance if they intend to miss class for a 


religious observance. For more information, see the UCF policy at 


http://regulations.ucf.edu/chapter5/documents/5.020ReligiousObservancesFINALJan19.pdf. 


 


9g.  UCF Cares.  During your UCF career, you may experience challenges including struggles with 


academics, finances, or your personal well-being. UCF has a multitude of resources available to all students. 


Please visit UCFCares.com if you are seeking resources and support, or if you are worried about a friend or 


classmate. Free services and information are included for a variety of student concerns, including but not 


limited to alcohol use, bias incidents, mental health concerns, and financial challenges. You can also e-


mail ucfcares@ucf.edu with questions or for additional assistance. You can reach a UCF Cares staff member 


between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. by calling 407-823-5607. If you are in immediate distress, please call Counseling 


and Psychological Services to speak directly with a counselor 24/7 at 407-823-2811, or please call 911. 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 



http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/AEDlocations-UCF

https://my.ucf.edu/

https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk

https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-401.2MakeUpAssignmentsorAuthUnivEventsorCocurricularActivities.pdf

http://regulations.ucf.edu/chapter5/documents/5.020ReligiousObservancesFINALJan19.pdf

http://ucfcares.com/

mailto:ucfcares@ucf.edu
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COURSE SCHEDULE: The course schedule is tentative and I reserve the right to make reasonable 


modifications if they are needed. 


 
Weekly modules and associated quizzes will go live on Thursdays at 1:30 pm and will remain open until 


12pm on the following Thursday. It is the student’s responsibility to complete them within the allotted time. 


Module quizzes will NOT be “reopened” for anyone who does not complete them by the deadline unless there is 
a documented excuse as described under “Make ups” in the syllabus. 


 


Week and 


day of class 


Topic Weekly Module or Exam opens 
and the date and time it is due 


Week 1 


Jan 9 


Course Introduction 


Class Lecture: Intro to Biological Anthropology  


Module 0 Course Activity Quiz 


Due FRIDAY January 10 at 


Midnight for Course Activity.  


Week 2 


Jan 16 


Online lecture post: Darwin the Man 
Class Lecture: Science as a way of knowing 
Announced Quiz 1 (Nature of Science Pretest) in 


class  


Module 1 (Chapter 2) 


Due Jan 23 at 12:00 pm 


Week 3 


Jan 23 


Online Lecture post: Population Genetics 
Class Lecture: Natural Selection 
 


Module 2 (Chapters 3 and 4) 


Due Jan 30 at 12:00 pm 


Week 4 


Jan 30 


Class Lecture: Natural Selection, cont. 


Announced Quiz 2 (Nature of Science Posttest) in 


class 


Module 3 (Chapter 5) 


Due Feb 6 at 12:00 pm 


Week 5 


Feb 6 


Exam 1 in class 
 


Inquizitives due Feb 6 at 12:00 pm: 


"How to do Use Inquizitive" and Chapters 1-5 


Module 4 (Chapter 9) 


Due Feb 13 at 12:00 pm 


Week 6 
Feb 13 


Class Lecture: Primate Anatomy Module 5 (Chapter 6) 
Due Feb 20 at 12:00 pm 


Week 7 


Feb 20 


Class Lecture: Primate Evolution 


Announced Quiz 3 in class 


Module 6 (Chapter 7) 


Due Feb 27 at 12:00 pm 


Week 8 


Feb 27 


Class Lecture: Primate Evolution, cont. 


Announced Quiz 4 in class 
 


Inquizitives due Feb 27 at 12:00 pm: 


Chapters 6, 7, and 9 


No Module This week! 
 


Exam 2 online: Opens Feb 27 at 1:30 


pm and is due Mar 5 at 12:00 pm. 


Week 9 


Mar 5 


Class Lecture: Hominid Adaptations Module 7 (Chapter 8) 


Due Mar 19 at 12:00 pm 


Week 10 


 


SPRING BREAK! PARTY! 


Week 11 


Mar 19 


Online lecture post: Protohominins and Ardipithecus 


Class Lecture: East African Australopithecines 


Module 8 (Chapter 10) 
Due Mar 26 at 12:00 pm 


Week 12 


Mar 26 
Online lecture post: South African Australopithecines 


Class Lecture: Early Homo 


Announced Quiz 5 in class 


 
Inquizitives due on Mar 26 at 12:00 
pm: Chapters 8, 10 and 11 


Module 9 (Chapter 11) 
Due Apr 2 at 12:00 pm 


 
Exam 3 Online: Opens Mar 26 at 1:30 


pm and is due Apr 2 at 12:00 pm. 
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Week 13 


Apr 2 


Class Lecture: Homo erectus 


 


Module 10 (Chapter 12) 


Due Apr 9 at 12:00 pm 


 Week 14 


Apr 9 


Class Lecture: Homo heidelbergensis and 
Neanderthals  


Module 11 (Chapter 13) 


Due Apr 16 at 12:00 pm 


Week 15 


Apr 16 


Class Lecture: The rise and spread of AMH 


Announced Quiz 6 in class 
 


No Module This Week! 


Week 16  


Finals week 


Inquizitives due Apr 23 at 10 am: Chapters 


12 and 13 
Final exam Thursday 4/23 at 10 am 


 


IMPORTANT DATES & INFORMATION: 


- Late registration, Add/Drop: January 6-10 


- Withdrawal deadline for this course: March 20 
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ANT 2511 0M01: The Human Species  


Spring 2020 (3 credits) 


1.  Course Information 


Classroom: NSC 0101 


Modality: M Mode 


Class Hours: T 12:00-1:15 pm 


Final Exam Time: TBA (not yet assigned by the university) 


 


Prerequisites: None 


 


 


2.  Instructor and GTA Information 


 


Instructor: Dr. Pete T. Sinelli 


Office: Howard Phillips Hall 309 c 


Office phone: (407) 823-2227 


Cell phone: (407) 575-6456 


Office Hours: Tuesdays:  10:30-11:45 am 


 Thursdays: 8:15-8:45 am 


   10:30-11:45 am  


   1:30-2:45 pm 
Email: ptsinelli@gmail.com 


Peter.sinelli@ucf.edu 


 


Teaching Assistants: Caroline Jasiak and Morgan Ferrell  
Office: Howard Phillips Hall 309 


Contact Info: Contact via Webcourses message 


Office hours: TBA  


  


3.  Course Description: The course provides a general overview of human biological variation in an 


evolutionary perspective, and uses multiple lines of evidence to form a holistic picture of human evolution. In 


the first quarter of the course we examine the processes of evolution and other important background concepts. 


The second quarter explores our non-human primate relatives to discover how human anatomy and behavior are 


rooted in a deep evolutionary history. The last half of the semester concentrates on the human fossil and 


archaeological records, and the spectrum of variation found in modern humanity. 


Biological anthropology is a science, and this course is organized and delivered with that in mind. Throughout 


the course, we will reinforce core scientific concepts that apply not only the process of human evolution, but also 


to the sciences in general. Students will see how scholars use the scientific method to create relevant research 


designs, reconstruct our evolutionary history, and explore modern human biological variability.  



mailto:ptsinelli@gmail.com

mailto:Peter.sinelli@ucf.edu
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4.  Learning Outcomes:  This course is a requirement for undergraduate Anthropology majors and minors and it 


satisfies the General Education Program (GEP) requirement for Science Foundations. In Humans Species, 


students will: 


 Discover the foci of the major areas of biological anthropology. 


 Explore the history of evolutionary thought and discuss the contributions of Darwin and other early 


scholars. 


 Review modern genetics and how these synthesize with evolutionary forces like natural selection. 


 Understand the causes and significance of modern human variation and adaptation. 


 Discover the living primates and how human anatomy and behavior is related to primate evolution. 


 Examine the fossil evidence for human evolution. 


 


Although these goals may seem discipline specific, they are organized around the central theme that science is 


the primary way of learning more about the world around us. As a GEP Science Foundations course, a leading 


goal of Human Species is to help students gain an understanding of scientific methods and learn how these can 


help address issues in modern society. A secondary goal is to give students’ the intellectual tools they need to 


evaluate conflicting claims and information in world where opinion is routinely presented as undebatable fact. 


Throughout the course, students will discover how scientists came to “know what they know is true” about 


human evolution through careful examination of their theory, methods, data, and evidence. In doing so, students 


will learn to identify a sound, scientific argument by its attributes, and distinguish such against those statements 


which lack rigor or validity. 


 


 


5.  Sequence of Course Activity.  This is a mixed mode class, and there is a mix of online and in-class 


assessments.  For details and due dates, refer to the Course Schedule at the end of this document.  


 


 


6.  Assessment and Grading Policies: Your grade in this course will be based out of 500 total points. You can 


calculate your grade by dividing the total number of points you have earned by the total points possible. Grades 


on all assessments will only be posted online in Webcourses. 


 


6a.  Scantron requirement:  We use “raspberry” scantrons for all in-class tests and quizzes, so you will need 


to acquire 13 of them for this class and bring one with you EVERY DAY.  These are graded by computer, 


and the only way the computer knows who you are is through your ID number.  


 


LEARN YOUR ID! If you don’t know it, you can’t get a grade! 


 


 


Scantrons are available for purchase at the 


UCF Bookstore in the Washington Center 


and in vending machines around campus. 


You can also get one free scantron a day at 


the Student Government office on the 


second floor of the Student Union.   
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6b.  Assessments and Grade Weight: 


I.  Three Midterm Exams—195 points (65 points each) 
There will be 3 exams during the semester. Each exam will consist of True/False and 


Multiple Choice questions. Exam 1 will be administered in the classroom.  Exams 2 and 3 


will be taken online.  You must bring a scantron and a #2 pencil to the in-class exam. 


 


II.  Final Exam—75 points 


The exam will not be cumulative and will only cover material discussed since the third 


exam. It will consist of True/False and Multiple Choice questions and will be held in our 


regular classroom at the time scheduled by the university. 


 


III.  Six Announced In Class Quizzes—60 points (10 points each) 


There will be 6 quizzes worth 10 points each for a total of 60 points. You must bring a scantron. 


 


IV.  M Mode Module Assignments—120 points 
As this is a mixed mode class, part of your grade is based on work you’ll do on Webcourses. There 


are 12 modules for the course.  The modules consist of an online lecture that you will review, then 


you will take the associated assessment online. Each assessment is worth 10 points for a total of 


120 points.  


 


Modules and the associated quizzes will go live at 1:15pm on Tuesdays (right after class ends).  


You must complete the related Quiz by 11:59 am on the following Tuesday (right before the 


NEXT class begins).  Late Assessments will not be accepted, and I will not reopen closed module 


quizzes after the due date. THIS POLICY WILL BE STRICTLY ENFORCED WITH NO 


EXCEPTIONS UNLESS YOU HAVE A DOCUMENTED EXCUSE (see “6d.  Make-up Policy” 


below).  Computer problems are NOT a legitimate excuse, including "I couldn't open the file". 


Even if your computer malfunctions, you still have plenty of time to visit one of the many 


computer labs on campus. 


 


V.  Inquizitive Homework Assignments—50 points 


These homework exercises prepared by the textbook publisher are designed to complement 


the online modules to enhance student comprehension and retention.  Inquizitives are 


worth a maximum of 50 points toward your final grade in the class.  Because there are 14 


Inquizitives worth 5 points each (for a total of 70), if you do ALL of them and earn more 


than 50 points then the Webcourses grade book will add those extra points into your 


record.  However, you can only earn a maximum of 50 points for Inquizitives for grading 


purposes, so any total you accumulate OVER 50 points will be reduced manually, by me at 


the end of the semester, to the maximum of 50 for the purposes of calculating your final 


grade.  In short, we drop four Inquizitives whether you do them or not.   


 


VI.  Extra Credit Opportunities—25 points 


Pop Quizzes – 20 points (5 at 4 points each).  Given the size of this class, I do not take attendance. Pop 


quizzes are my way of rewarding student attendance and participation. There will be five unannounced 


pop quizzes during the semester. THESE WILL USE A SCANTRON, so you need to purchase a pack 


and bring them to class every time. Moreover, there will be no make ups for pop quizzes. Only if you 


are in class will you get the chance for extra credit. 


 


Blood Donation/Food drive (5 points). Anyone who donates blood and provides me with the 


documentation they give you will receive 5 extra credit points. Alternatively, if you are unable or 
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Class Text: Essentials of 


Biological Anthropology 4th 


Edition, by Clark Larsen 
 


Available at various bookstores 
or BUY THE EBOOK FOR 
ONLY $50 VIA THE ONLINE 
LINK IN WEBCOURSES! 


unwilling to donate blood, you may bring in non-perishable food items toward the end of the semester.  


 


6c.  Grading Scheme Used For Final Grades:  The +/- system will be used in this course. These percentages 


correspond to the following letter grades: Individual exams and quizzes will not be curved. Neither will 


the final course distribution. 


 


A 470 or more  


A- 450-469  


B+ 435-449  


B 420-434  


B- 400-419  


C+ 385-399  


C 370-384  


C- 350-369  


D+ 335-349  


D 320-334 


D- 300-319 


F 299 or less 


 


6d.  Make-up Policy: If there is an unforeseen emergency and you will not be able to take an exam or 


announced quiz, it is critical that you notify me immediately via phone or email.  Pop quizzes are NOT 


eligible for makeups, as they are extra credit only and you must be in class to participate. I will not allow 


make-up exams without a valid excuse and I will require documentation supporting your story—NO 


EXCEPTIONS. The only acceptable form of documentation for illness is a doctor’s statement. Proof of 


personal or family emergency can consist of a police report, a deceased’s obituary, a towing or garage 


invoice, police report, or other form I deem acceptable. All make-ups for excused exams will take a 


different form than the original, and will have a short answer and/or essay component. Except in 


extraordinary cases approved by me, all makeup exams must be completed within 3 business days of the 


scheduled exam time. 


 


 


7.  Course Materials:  You will need to acquire an Access Code from W.W. Norton (the book publisher) to 


complete the Inquizitives.  If you buy a new hardcopy of the book, the access code is included.  If you buy the 


Ebook, the access code is included.  If you buy a USED book, you will need to buy the access code separately 


through the Ebook link posted on the main course page in Webcourses.   
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8.  Course-Specific Policies. 


 


8a.  Notes: This is a note-intensive course. The textbook is an excellent resource, and much of what I 


cover is discussed there, but tests and quizzes are based primarily on lectures and the weekly online 


modules. Furthermore, I do not post notes or PowerPoint slides online. I also do not release my slides 


to anyone for any reason, even if your absence is excused. I rightly expect every student to come to 


class, pay attention, and take good notes. If you don’t like this arrangement, then I suggest that you 


drop this class and sign up for the online version of Human Species the next time it’s offered.  


 


  
   


   
 


8c.  Study guides: I will prepare and distribute a study guide in advance of each exam. Everything that will 


be on the exam will be listed on the study guide. If you use your notes to familiarize yourself with the 


material on the study guide, then you will do very well in this class. 


 


8d. In-class Exams: To minimize disruptions, if you do not arrive within 10 minutes of the start of class on 


exam day, you will not be seated for the exam. I will direct you to the Anthropology office where you 


will take a different exam. I will not go over completed exams during class times. Also, I will retain all of 


the exams and none will be returned. However, I encourage every one of you to make-an appointment with 


me or a TA and we will gladly go over your exams with you on an individual basis. 


 


8e.  Announced quizzes: To minimize disruption, all quizzes will be administered toward the end of 


class. As with exams, I will not allow make-up quizzes without a valid excuse and I will require 


documentation of your absence. 


 


8f.  Scantron Issues: If you fail to complete the scantron properly or submit a crumpled or damaged 


scantron your assignment will not be graded by the machine and a zero will appear in your 


Webcourses grades page. If this happens to you, contact a TA IMMEDIATELY to arrange a time to 


meet them, find your scantron, and correct the error. In all cases concerning scantrons, if you feel that 


your grade on a test or assignment is inaccurate or an error has occurred, it is YOUR responsibility to 


contact a TA within one week of the posting of the grade. Late requests or claims for a grade change 


will not be honored. 


 


9.  University Core Policies 


 


9a.  Academic Integrity.  Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of Conduct at 


http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/process/roc. According to Section 1, “Academic Misconduct,” students are 


prohibited from engaging in: 


1. Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information or study 


aids in any academic exercise unless specifically authorized by the instructor of record. The 


8b.  Photography and recording policy: Students ARE NOT permitted to 


photograph or record video of the professor’s slides or lectures.  I worked 


hard to create the course material, and do not want it posted all over the 


public domain.  Moreover, the slides are simply prompts for discussion, 


and do not contain much of the information you need to know for the 


quizzes and exams.  Finally, just snapping pics in lecture and doing nothing 


else is LAZY and you will wind up with the lousy grade you deserve.  


Students who disregard this policy will be asked to put their phone away  


during class.  Students who repeatedly disregard this policy will be asked 


to leave the classroom.    
 



http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/process/roc
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unauthorized possession of examination or course-related material also constitutes cheating. 


2. Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral means: The presentation of 


material which has not been studied or learned, but rather was obtained through someone else’s 


efforts and used as part of an examination, course assignment, or project. 


3. Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to another person, student, 


and/or uploading course material to a third-party vendor without authorization or without the 


express written permission of the university and the instructor. Course materials include but are not 


limited to class notes, Instructor’s PowerPoints, course syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, instruction 


sheets, homework, study guides, handouts, etc. 


4. Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work. 


5. Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the source, thereby 


attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s own. 


6. Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than once without the 


express written permission of the instructor. 


7. Helping another violate academic behavior standards. 


 


For more information about Academic Integrity, consult the International Center for Academic Integrity  


http://academicintegrity.org.  For more information about plagiarism and misuse of sources, see “Defining 


and Avoiding Plagiarism: The WPA Statement on Best Practices” http://wpacouncil.org/node/9 Responses 


to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating.  Students should also familiarize themselves with the 


procedures for academic misconduct in UCF’s student handbook, The Golden Rule 


http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/docs/goldenrule.pdf. UCF faculty members have a responsibility for 


students’ education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to prevent unethical behavior and when 


necessary respond to academic misconduct. Penalties can include a failing grade in an assignment or in the 


course, suspension or expulsion from the university, and/or a “Z Designation” on a student’s official 


transcript indicating academic dishonesty, where the final grade for this course will be preceded by the 


letter Z. For more information about the Z Designation, see http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade.   


 


9b. Course Accessibility Statement:  The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and 


inclusion for all persons with disabilities. Students with disabilities who need access to course content due to 


course design limitations should contact the professor as soon as possible. Students should also connect with 


Student Accessibility Services (SAS) <http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/> (Ferrell Commons 185, sas@ucf.edu, phone 


407-823-2371). For students connected with SAS, a Course Accessibility Letter may be created and sent to 


professors, which informs faculty of potential course access and accommodations that might be necessary and 


reasonable. Determining reasonable access and accommodations requires consideration of the course design, 


course learning objectives and the individual academic and course barriers experienced by the student. Further 


conversation with SAS, faculty and the student may be warranted to ensure an accessible course experience. 


 


I am pleased to assist those students need additional accommodation. However, you MUST present me with 


documentation from SAS that verifies your needs. ANY REQUEST FOR SPECIAL ACCOMMODATION 


THAT IS NOT ACCOMPANIED BY SUCH DOCUMENTATION WILL NOT BE HONORED. 


 


9c.  Campus Safety Statement:  Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise during class, 


everyone needs to work together. Students should be aware of their surroundings and familiar with some 


basic safety and security concepts. 


 In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance. 


 Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall near the door. 


Students should make a note of the guide’s physical location and review the online version at 


http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html. 



http://academicintegrity.org/

http://wpacouncil.org/node/9

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/docs/goldenrule.pdf

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade

http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

mailto:sas@ucf.edu

http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html
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 Students should know the evacuation routes from each of their classrooms and have a plan for 
finding safety in case of an emergency. 


 If there is a medical emergency during class, students may need to access a first-aid kit or AED 
(Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those are located, see 


http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/AEDlocations-UCF. 


 To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text alerts by 


going to https://my.ucf.edu and logging in. Click on “Student Self Service” located on the left side 
of the screen in the toolbar, scroll down to the blue “Personal Information” heading on the Student 


Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the information, including e-mail address, cell phone 


number, and cell phone provider, click “Apply” to save the changes, and then click “OK.” 


 Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their instructors 
outside of class. 


 To learn about how to manage an active-shooter situation on campus or elsewhere, consider 


viewing this video https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk. 


9d.  Deployed Active Duty Military Students:  If you are a deployed active duty military student and feel that 


you may need a special accommodation due to that unique status, please contact your instructor to discuss 


your circumstances. 
 


9e.  Make-Up Assignments for Authorized University Events or Co-curricular Activities: Students who 


represent the university in an authorized event or activity (for example, student-athletes) and who are unable 


to meet a course deadline due to a conflict with that event must provide the instructor with documentation in 


advance to arrange a make-up. No penalty will be applied. For more information, see the UCF policy at  


http://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-401.2MakeUpAssignmentsorAuthUnivEventsorCocurricularActivities.pdf 


 


9f.  Religious Observances:  Students must notify their instructor in advance if they intend to miss class for a 


religious observance. For more information, see the UCF policy at 


http://regulations.ucf.edu/chapter5/documents/5.020ReligiousObservancesFINALJan19.pdf. 


 


9g.  UCF Cares.  During your UCF career, you may experience challenges including struggles with 


academics, finances, or your personal well-being. UCF has a multitude of resources available to all students. 


Please visit UCFCares.com if you are seeking resources and support, or if you are worried about a friend or 


classmate. Free services and information are included for a variety of student concerns, including but not 


limited to alcohol use, bias incidents, mental health concerns, and financial challenges. You can also e-


mail ucfcares@ucf.edu with questions or for additional assistance. You can reach a UCF Cares staff member 


between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. by calling 407-823-5607. If you are in immediate distress, please call Counseling 


and Psychological Services to speak directly with a counselor 24/7 at 407-823-2811, or please call 911. 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 



http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/AEDlocations-UCF

https://my.ucf.edu/

https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk

https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-401.2MakeUpAssignmentsorAuthUnivEventsorCocurricularActivities.pdf

http://regulations.ucf.edu/chapter5/documents/5.020ReligiousObservancesFINALJan19.pdf

http://ucfcares.com/

mailto:ucfcares@ucf.edu
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COURSE SCHEDULE: The course schedule is tentative and I reserve the right to make reasonable 


modifications if they are needed. 


 
Weekly modules and associated quizzes will go live on Tuesdays at 1:30 pm and will remain open until 12pm 


on the following Tuesday. It is the student’s responsibility to complete them within the allotted time. 


Module quizzes will NOT be “reopened” for anyone who does not complete them by the deadline unless there is 
a documented excuse as described under “Make ups” in the syllabus. 


 


Week and 


day of class 


Topic Weekly Module or Exam opens 
and the date and time it is due 


Week 1 


Jan 7 


Course Introduction 


Class Lecture: Intro to Biological Anthropology  


Module 0 Course Activity Quiz 


Due FRIDAY January 10 at 


Midnight for Course Activity.  


Week 2 


Jan 14 


Online lecture post: Darwin the Man 
Class Lecture: Science as a way of knowing 
Announced Quiz 1 (Nature of Science Pretest) in 


class  


Module 1 (Chapter 2) 


Due Jan 21 at 12:00 pm 


Week 3 


Jan 21 


Online Lecture post: Population Genetics 
Class Lecture: Natural Selection 
 


Module 2 (Chapters 3 and 4) 


Due Jan 28 at 12:00 pm 


Week 4 


Jan 28 


Class Lecture: Natural Selection, cont. 


Announced Quiz 2 (Nature of Science Posttest) in 


class 


Module 3 (Chapter 5) 


Due Feb 4 at 12:00 pm 


Week 5 


Feb 4 


Exam 1 in class 
 


Inquizitives due Feb 4 at 12:00 pm: 


"How to do Use Inquizitive" and Chapters 1-5 


Module 4 (Chapter 9) 


Due Feb 11 at 12:00 pm 


Week 6 
Feb 11 


Class Lecture: Primate Anatomy Module 5 (Chapter 6) 
Due Feb 18 at 12:00 pm 


Week 7 


Feb 18 


Class Lecture: Primate Evolution 


Announced Quiz 3 in class 


Module 6 (Chapter 7) 


Due Feb 25 at 12:00 pm 


Week 8 


Feb 25 


Class Lecture: Primate Evolution, cont. 


Announced Quiz 4 in class 
 


Inquizitives due Feb 25 at 12:00 pm: 


Chapters 6, 7, and 9 


No Module This week! 
 


Exam 2 online: Opens Feb 25 at 1:30 


pm and is due Mar 3 at 12:00 pm. 


Week 9 


Mar 3 


Class Lecture: Hominid Adaptations Module 7 (Chapter 8) 


Due Mar 17 at 12:00 pm 


Week 10 


 


SPRING BREAK! PARTY! 


Week 11 


Mar 17 


Online lecture post: Protohominins and Ardipithecus 


Class Lecture: East African Australopithecines 


Module 8 (Chapter 10) 
Due Mar 24 at 12:00 pm 


Week 12 


Mar 24 
Online lecture post: South African Australopithecines 


Class Lecture: Early Homo 


Announced Quiz 5 in class 


 
Inquizitives due on Mar 24 at 12:00 
pm: Chapters 8, 10 and 11 


Module 9 (Chapter 11) 
Due Mar 31 at 12:00 pm 


 
Exam 3 Online: Opens Mar 24 at 1:30 


pm and is due Mar 31 at 12:00 pm. 







9  


Week 13 


Mar 31 


Class Lecture: Homo erectus 


 


Module 10 (Chapter 12) 


Due Apr 7 at 12:00 pm 


 Week 14 


Apr 7 


Class Lecture: Homo heidelbergensis and 
Neanderthals  


Module 11 (Chapter 13) 


Due Apr 14 at 12:00 pm 


Week 15 


Apr 14 


Class Lecture: The rise and spread of AMH 


Announced Quiz 6 in class 
 


No Module This Week! 


Week 16  


Finals week 


Inquizitives due the day and time of the final: 


Chapters 12 and 13 
Final exam TBA 


 


IMPORTANT DATES & INFORMATION: 


- Late registration, Add/Drop: January 6-10 


- Withdrawal deadline for this course: March 20 
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ANT 3173 0M01: ARCHAEOLOGY OF SEX  


Spring 2020 (3 credits) 


1.  Course Information 


Classroom: BA1 0122 


Modality: M Mode 


Class Hours: R 3:00-4:15 pm 


Final Exam Time: Thursday 4/23 1:00 to 3:50 pm  


 


Prerequisites: None 


 


 


2.  Instructor and GTA Information 


 


Instructor: Dr. Pete T. Sinelli 


Office: Howard Phillips Hall 309 c 


Office phone: (407) 823-2227 


Cell phone: (407) 575-6456 


Office Hours: Tuesdays:  10:30-11:45 am 


 Thursdays: 8:15-8:45 am 


   10:30-11:45 am  


   1:30-2:45 pm 
Email: ptsinelli@gmail.com 


Peter.sinelli@ucf.edu 
 


Teaching Assistants: Caroline Jasiak and Morgan Ferrell  


Office: Howard Phillips Hall 309 


Contact Info: Contact via Webcourses message 


Office hours: TBA  


  


3.  Course Description: This course explores cross-cultural concepts of sex, sexuality, and sexual intercourse 


throughout human history from an archaeological perspective. The course begins with an introduction to the key 


concepts, methods, and terms anthropologists employ to study human sexuality in past cultures. The second 


section discusses the reproductive behavior of modern primates and compares these to the evolutionary forces 


that led to the emergence of Homo sapiens as uniquely sexual beings. The third section examines the sex, 


sexuality, and sexual practices of many cultures throughout history and around the world. Each discussion is 


based upon the direct archaeological evidence, with an emphasis  on the material culture, art, and artifacts that 


directly inform archaeologists about the nature of and attitudes toward sex, sex roles, sexuality, and sex acts in 


past cultures. 


 


 


 


 



mailto:ptsinelli@gmail.com

mailto:Peter.sinelli@ucf.edu
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4.  Learning Outcomes:   


• Demonstrate an understanding of the evolutionary history of human sexuality as distinct from that of 


other primates. 


• Display knowledge of and an appreciation for the diversity of human sexual expression as practiced by 


societies and cultures across time and space. 


• Comprehend how understanding the archaeological past is critical to appreciating contemporary 


human behavior. 


 


 


5.  Sequence of Course Activity.  This is a mixed mode class, and there is a mix of online and in-class 


assessments.  For details and due dates, refer to the Course Schedule at the end of this document.  


 


 


6.  Assessment and Grading Policies: Your grade in this course will be based out of 500 total points. You can 


calculate your grade by dividing the total number of points you have earned by the total points possible. Grades 


on all assessments will only be posted online in Webcourses. 


 


6a.  Assessments and Grade Weight: 


I.  Three Exams—300 points (100 points each) 


There will be 3 exams during the semester. Each exam will consist of True/False and 


Multiple Choice questions. Exam 1 will be administered in the classroom.  Exams 2 and 3 


will be taken online.  You must bring a scantron and a #2 pencil to the in-class exam. 


 


II.  Grab Bag assignments—70 points (various points each) 


You will not get much out of this class if you don't attend every day, so I'll drop pop quizzes and 


other impromptu assignments on the class to keep everyone on their toes. 


 
IV.  M Mode Module Assignments—130 points 


As this is a mixed mode class, part of your grade is based on work you’ll do on Webcourses. There 


are 12 modules for the course.  The modules consist of readings and/or an online lecture that you 


will review, then you will take the associated assessment online. Each assessment is worth 10 


points for a total of 130 points.  


 


Modules and the associated quizzes will go live at 4:15pm on Thursdays (right after class ends).  


You must complete the related quiz by 3:00pm on the following Thursday (right before the NEXT 


class begins).  Late Assessments will not be accepted, and I will not reopen closed module quizzes 


after the due date. THIS POLICY WILL BE STRICTLY ENFORCED WITH NO EXCEPTIONS 


UNLESS YOU HAVE A DOCUMENTED EXCUSE (see “6c.  Make-up Policy” below).  


Computer problems are NOT a legitimate excuse, including "I couldn't open the file". Even if your 


computer malfunctions, you still have plenty of time to visit one of the many computer labs on 


campus. 
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6b.  Grading Scheme Used For Final Grades:  The +/- system will be used in this course. These percentages 


correspond to the following letter grades: Individual exams and quizzes will not be curved. Neither will 


the final course distribution. 


 


A 470 or more  


A- 450-469  


B+ 435-449  


B 420-434  


B- 400-419  


C+ 385-399  


C 370-384  


C- 350-369  


D+ 335-349  


D 320-334 


D- 300-319 


F 299 or less 


 


6c.  Make-up Policy: If there is an unforeseen emergency and you will not be able to take an exam or 


announced quiz, it is critical that you notify me immediately via phone or email.  Pop quizzes are NOT 


eligible for makeups, as they are extra credit only and you must be in class to participate. I will not allow 


make-up exams without a valid excuse and I will require documentation supporting your story—NO 


EXCEPTIONS. The only acceptable form of documentation for illness is a doctor’s statement. Proof of 


personal or family emergency can consist of a police report, a deceased’s obituary, a towing or garage 


invoice, police report, or other form I deem acceptable. All make-ups for excused exams will take a 


different form than the original, and will have a short answer and/or essay component. Except in 


extraordinary cases approved by me, all makeup exams must be completed within 3 business days of the 


scheduled exam time. 


 


 


7.  Course Materials:   


 


 John Clarke: Looking at Lovemaking: Constructions of Sexuality in Roman Art 


 
 


8.  Course-Specific Policies. 


 


8a.  Notes: This is a note-intensive course.  I do not post notes or PowerPoint slides online or release 


my slides to anyone for any reason, even if your absence is excused. I rightly expect every student to 


come to class, pay attention, and take good notes.  
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8c. In-class Exams: To minimize disruptions, if you do not arrive within 10 minutes of the start of class on 


exam day, you will not be seated for the exam. I will direct you to the Anthropology office where you 


will take a different exam. I will not go over completed exams during class times. Also, I will retain all of 


the exams and none will be returned. However, I encourage every one of you to make-an appointment with 


me or a TA and we will gladly go over your exams with you on an individual basis. 


 


8d.  Grab bags: To minimize disruption, all quizzes will be administered toward the end of class. As 


with exams, I will not allow make-up quizzes without a valid excuse and I will require documentation 


of your absence. 


 


8e.  Scantron Issues: If you fail to complete the scantron properly or submit a crumpled or damaged 


scantron your assignment will not be graded by the machine and a zero will appear in your 


Webcourses grades page. If this happens to you, contact a TA IMMEDIATELY to arrange a time to 


meet them, find your scantron, and correct the error. In all cases concerning scantrons, if you feel that 


your grade on a test or assignment is inaccurate or an error has occurred, it is YOUR responsibility to 


contact a TA within one week of the posting of the grade. Late requests or claims for a grade change 


will not be honored. 


 


9.  University Core Policies 


 


9a.  Academic Integrity.  Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of Conduct at 


http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/process/roc. According to Section 1, “Academic Misconduct,” students are 


prohibited from engaging in: 


1. Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information or study 


aids in any academic exercise unless specifically authorized by the instructor of record. The 


unauthorized possession of examination or course-related material also constitutes cheating. 


2. Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral means: The presentation of 


material which has not been studied or learned, but rather was obtained through someone else’s 


efforts and used as part of an examination, course assignment, or project. 


3. Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to another person, student, 


and/or uploading course material to a third-party vendor without authorization or without the 


express written permission of the university and the instructor. Course materials include but are not 


limited to class notes, Instructor’s PowerPoints, course syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, instruction 


sheets, homework, study guides, handouts, etc. 


4. Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work. 


5. Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the source, thereby 


attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s own. 


8b.  Photography and recording policy: Students ARE NOT permitted to 


photograph or record video of the professor’s slides or lectures.  I worked 


hard to create the course material, and do not want it posted all over the 


public domain.  Moreover, the slides are simply prompts for discussion, 


and do not contain much of the information you need to know for the 


quizzes and exams.  Finally, just snapping pics in lecture and doing nothing 


else is LAZY and you will wind up with the lousy grade you deserve.  


Students who disregard this policy will be asked to put their phone away  


during class.  Students who repeatedly disregard this policy will be asked 


to leave the classroom.    
 



http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/process/roc
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6. Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than once without the 


express written permission of the instructor. 


7. Helping another violate academic behavior standards. 


 


For more information about Academic Integrity, consult the International Center for Academic Integrity  


http://academicintegrity.org.  For more information about plagiarism and misuse of sources, see “Defining 


and Avoiding Plagiarism: The WPA Statement on Best Practices” http://wpacouncil.org/node/9 Responses 


to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating.  Students should also familiarize themselves with the 


procedures for academic misconduct in UCF’s student handbook, The Golden Rule 


http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/docs/goldenrule.pdf. UCF faculty members have a responsibility for 


students’ education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to prevent unethical behavior and when 


necessary respond to academic misconduct. Penalties can include a failing grade in an assignment or in the 


course, suspension or expulsion from the university, and/or a “Z Designation” on a student’s official 


transcript indicating academic dishonesty, where the final grade for this course will be preceded by the 


letter Z. For more information about the Z Designation, see http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade.   


 


9b. Course Accessibility Statement:  The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and 


inclusion for all persons with disabilities. Students with disabilities who need access to course content due to 


course design limitations should contact the professor as soon as possible. Students should also connect with 


Student Accessibility Services (SAS) <http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/> (Ferrell Commons 185, sas@ucf.edu, phone 


407-823-2371). For students connected with SAS, a Course Accessibility Letter may be created and sent to 


professors, which informs faculty of potential course access and accommodations that might be necessary and 


reasonable. Determining reasonable access and accommodations requires consideration of the course design, 


course learning objectives and the individual academic and course barriers experienced by the student. Further 


conversation with SAS, faculty and the student may be warranted to ensure an accessible course experience. 


 


I am pleased to assist those students need additional accommodation. However, you MUST present me with 


documentation from SAS that verifies your needs. ANY REQUEST FOR SPECIAL ACCOMMODATION 


THAT IS NOT ACCOMPANIED BY SUCH DOCUMENTATION WILL NOT BE HONORED. 


 


9c.  Campus Safety Statement:  Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise during class, 


everyone needs to work together. Students should be aware of their surroundings and familiar with some 


basic safety and security concepts. 


• In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance. 


• Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall near the door. 


Students should make a note of the guide’s physical location and review the online version at 


http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html. 


• Students should know the evacuation routes from each of their classrooms and have a plan for 
finding safety in case of an emergency. 


• If there is a medical emergency during class, students may need to access a first-aid kit or AED 


(Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those are located, see 


http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/AEDlocations-UCF. 


• To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text alerts by 


going to https://my.ucf.edu and logging in. Click on “Student Self Service” located on the left side 
of the screen in the toolbar, scroll down to the blue “Personal Information” heading on the Student 


Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the information, including e-mail address, cell phone 
number, and cell phone provider, click “Apply” to save the changes, and then click “OK.” 


• Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their instructors 


outside of class. 



http://academicintegrity.org/

http://wpacouncil.org/node/9

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/docs/goldenrule.pdf

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade

http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

mailto:sas@ucf.edu

http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html

http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/AEDlocations-UCF

https://my.ucf.edu/
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• To learn about how to manage an active-shooter situation on campus or elsewhere, consider 


viewing this video https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk. 


9d.  Deployed Active Duty Military Students:  If you are a deployed active duty military student and feel that 


you may need a special accommodation due to that unique status, please contact your instructor to discuss 


your circumstances. 


 


9e.  Make-Up Assignments for Authorized University Events or Co-curricular Activities: Students who 


represent the university in an authorized event or activity (for example, student-athletes) and who are unable 


to meet a course deadline due to a conflict with that event must provide the instructor with documentation in 


advance to arrange a make-up. No penalty will be applied. For more information, see the UCF policy at  


http://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-401.2MakeUpAssignmentsorAuthUnivEventsorCocurricularActivities.pdf 
 


9f.  Religious Observances:  Students must notify their instructor in advance if they intend to miss class for a 


religious observance. For more information, see the UCF policy at 


http://regulations.ucf.edu/chapter5/documents/5.020ReligiousObservancesFINALJan19.pdf. 


 


9g.  UCF Cares.  During your UCF career, you may experience challenges including struggles with 


academics, finances, or your personal well-being. UCF has a multitude of resources available to all students. 


Please visit UCFCares.com if you are seeking resources and support, or if you are worried about a friend or 


classmate. Free services and information are included for a variety of student concerns, including but not 


limited to alcohol use, bias incidents, mental health concerns, and financial challenges. You can also e-


mail ucfcares@ucf.edu with questions or for additional assistance. You can reach a UCF Cares staff member 


between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. by calling 407-823-5607. If you are in immediate distress, please call Counseling 


and Psychological Services to speak directly with a counselor 24/7 at 407-823-2811, or please call 911. 


 


 


 


 


 



https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk

https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-401.2MakeUpAssignmentsorAuthUnivEventsorCocurricularActivities.pdf

http://regulations.ucf.edu/chapter5/documents/5.020ReligiousObservancesFINALJan19.pdf

http://ucfcares.com/

mailto:ucfcares@ucf.edu



		1.  Course Information

		6a.  Assessments and Grade Weight:

		I.  Three Exams—300 points (100 points each)

		II.  Grab Bag assignments—70 points (various points each)

		IV.  M Mode Module Assignments—130 points

		7.  Course Materials:

		8.  Course-Specific Policies.

		9d.  Deployed Active Duty Military Students:  If you are a deployed active duty military student and feel that you may need a special accommodation due to that unique status, please contact your instructor to discuss your circumstances.






ANT4441 – Spring 2020 


 


1 


 


 


ANT4441: Anthropology of Cities 
Department of Anthropology 


College of Sciences, University of Central Florida 


 


COURSE SYLLABUS 


 


    


Instructor:  Dominique Langis-Barsetti  Term:  Spring 2020  


Office:  Howard Phillips Hall 309-E Credit Hours  3 


Phone:  (407) 823-2227 Class Meeting Days:  Wednesday 


E-Mail:  dominique.langis-barsetti@ucf.edu Class Meeting Hours:  9:30 – 12:20am 


Finals Week 10:00-12:50am 


Website: Webcourses@UCF Class Location:  BA1 O121 


Office Hours: Wednesday 12:30-2:30pm 


or by appointment 


   


 


 


University Course Catalog Description 


An anthropological exploration of cities and their social systems in the past and present. 


 


Course Overview  


Over half of the world’s population now lives in cities, a number which continuously increases as 


more and more move to urban environments. Understanding cities and their inhabitants is, 


therefore, critically important to both the present and future of our world. This course will explore 


cities in the past and in the present from anthropological and archaeological perspectives, along 


with the activities and social systems that create them and that are enabled by them. Geographical 


Information Systems (GIS) will also be included as part of the methodologies that assist us in better 


understanding cities. Students will be expected to demonstrate familiarity with key concepts of and 


methods of urban anthropology as well as apply them through their own research on cities 


worldwide. 


 


Course Objectives  


• Discuss what cities are anthropologically, how they developed, and what they have and could 


become;  


• Explore the activities and social systems that form and are formed by cities; 


• Introduce how Geographical Information Systems (GIS) are used to better understand cities 


past and present; 


• Explore the world’s urban realities through assignments and presentations. 


 


Course Prerequisites 


None  
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Required Text and Articles  


E. Barbara Phillips (2010) City Lights: Urban-Suburban Life in the Global Society. (Third Edition) 


New York: Oxford University Press. 


See course website for additional readings required each week. 


 


Basis for Final Grade  


Your final grade will be based upon a syllabus quiz (1%), a series of short presentations on cities 


worldwide (2% each), four oral article critiques (5% each), a 3 page research proposal with at least 


a three source bibliography (10%), a final written paper 10 pages in length with at least a ten source 


bibliography (25%), a final presentation (20%), and overall participation (10%). The due dates for 


each are listed in the table below, other than the four article critiques which will be assigned as the 


course progresses, and the city presentations which will be left at your own discretion. Failure to 


complete the assignment at that time, in the absence of a pre-accepted excuse, will result in a score 


of zero (0) for that assignment. Acceptable excuses include: significant illness, medical emergency, 


death in the family, or required participation in a UCF event (e.g. if you are an athlete attending a 


sports event or if you have a field trip for another class). In rare cases, such as a medical emergency, 


you can ask for an excuse after the fact, but do so as soon as possible. In all cases, be prepared to 


show evidence of the need for the excuse and let me know as far ahead of time as you can in order 


to find out if your excuse will be accepted and to leave us enough time to plan an alternate 


arrangement. These assignments are designed to get you thinking, writing, and presenting your 


ideas about cities and their place in the past, present, and future. 


 


Assignments Due Date Percent of Grade 


Syllabus Quiz By Friday, Jan. 10th at 3pm 1% and federal verification 


requirement 


City Presentation #1 During class at your own 


discretion 


2% 


City Presentation #2 During class at your own 


discretion 


2% 


City Presentation #3 During class at your own 


discretion 


2% 


City Presentation #4 During class at your own 


discretion 


2% 


City Presentation #5 During class at your own 


discretion 


2% 


City Presentation #6 During class at your own 


discretion 


2% 


City Presentation #7 During class at your own 


discretion 


2% 


Article Critique #1 During class on assigned week 5% 


Article Critique #2 During class on assigned week 5% 


Article Critique #3 During class on assigned week 5% 
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Article Critique #4 During class on assigned week 5% 


Research Proposal (3 pages) February 12th at 9:30am 10% 


Final Project (10 pages) April 8th at 9:30am 25% 


Final Presentation April 22nd 20% 


Participation Throughout the semester 10% 


 


The syllabus quiz also completes the verification requirement for students who receive federal 


financial aid. Verification of student engagement is required to support UCF’s compliance with 


federal financial aid regulations. The regulations state that without verification of student 


engagement at the start of each course in which a student is enrolled, students will not receive their 


student aid. UCF is required to verify that every student enrolled in every course meets this 


regulation. All students, whether or not you receive federal student aid, are required to complete 


the syllabus quiz by 3pm on the Friday of the first week. 


 


Grading Scale 


Letter 


Grade 


Percentage  Letter 


Grade 


Percentage 


A 93 - 100 %  C 73 - 76 % 


A- 90 - 92 %  C- 70 - 72 % 


B+ 87 - 89 %  D+ 67 - 69 % 


B 83 - 86 %  D 63 - 66 % 


B- 80 - 82 %  D- 60 - 62 % 


C+ 77 - 79 %  F 59 % and below 


 


Academic Integrity 


The Center for Academic Integrity (CAI) defines academic integrity as a commitment, even in the 


face of adversity, to five fundamental values: honesty, trust, fairness, respect, and responsibility. 


From these values flow principles of behavior that enable academic communities to translate ideals 


into action. 


http://academicintegrity.org/  


 


UCF Creed: Integrity, scholarship, community, creativity, and excellence are the core values that 


guide our conduct, performance, and decisions. 


1. Integrity: I will practice and defend academic and personal honesty. 


2. Scholarship: I will cherish and honor learning as a fundamental purpose of my membership 


in the UCF community. 


3. Community: I will promote an open and supportive campus environment by respecting the 


rights and contributions of every individual. 


4. Creativity: I will use my talents to enrich the human experience. 


5. Excellence: I will strive toward the highest standards of performance in any endeavor I 


undertake. 


 



http://academicintegrity.org/
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The following definitions of plagiarism and misuse of sources come from the Council of Writing 


Program Administrators <http://wpacouncil.org/node/9> and have been adopted by UCF’s 


Department of Writing & Rhetoric. 


 


Plagiarism 


In an instructional setting, plagiarism occurs when a writer deliberately uses someone else’s 


language, ideas, or other original (not common-knowledge) material without acknowledging its 


source. This definition applies to texts published in print or on-line, to manuscripts, and to the work 


of other student writers. A student who attempts (even if clumsily) to identify and credit his or her 


source, but who misuses a specific citation format or incorrectly uses quotation marks or other 


forms of identifying material taken from other sources, has not plagiarized. Instead, such a student 


should be considered to have failed to cite and document sources appropriately. 


 


Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating 


UCF faculty members have a responsibility for your education and the value of a UCF degree, and 


so seek to prevent unethical behavior and when necessary respond to infringements of academic 


integrity. Penalties can include a failing grade in an assignment or in the course, suspension or 


expulsion from the university, and/or a "Z Designation" on a student's official transcript indicating 


academic dishonesty, where the final grade for this course will be preceded by the letter Z. For 


more information about the Z Designation, see http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade.  


For more information about UCF's Rules of Conduct, see http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/.  


 


Unauthorized Use of Class Materials 


There are many fraudulent websites claiming to offer study aids to students but are actually cheat 


sites. They encourage students to upload course materials, such as test questions, individual 


assignments, and examples of graded material. Such materials are the intellectual property of 


instructors, the university, or publishers and may not be distributed without prior authorization. 


Students who engage in such activity are in violation of academic conduct standards and may face 


penalties. 


 


Unauthorized Use of Class Notes 


Third parties may be selling class notes from this class without my authorization. Please be aware 


that such class materials may contain errors, which could affect your performance or grade. Use 


these materials at your own risk. 


 


In-Class Recording Policy 


Outside of the notetaking and recording services offered by Student Accessibility Services, the 


creation of an audio or video recording of all or part of a class for personal use is allowed only with 


the advance and explicit written consent of the instructor. Such recordings are only acceptable in 


the context of personal, private studying and notetaking and are not authorized to be shared with 


anyone without the separate written approval of the instructor. 


 


 



http://wpacouncil.org/node/9

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade

http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/
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Course Accessibility  


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all persons 


with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students with 


disabilities who need specific access in this course, such as accommodations, should contact the 


instructor as soon as possible to discuss various access options. Students should also connect with 


Student Accessibility Services (Ferrell Commons, 7F, Room 185, sas@ucf.edu, phone (407) 823-


2371). Through Student Accessibility Services, a Course Accessibility Letter may be created and 


sent to professors, which informs faculty of potential access and accommodations that might be 


reasonable. 


 


Campus Safety 


Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise in our class, we will all need to work 


together. Everyone should be aware of the surroundings and familiar with some basic safety and 


security concepts.  


• In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance.  


• Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall near the 


door. Please make a note of the guide’s physical location and consider reviewing the online 


version at http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html.   


• Familiarize yourself with evacuation routes from each of your classrooms and have a plan 


for finding safety in case of an emergency. 


• If there is a medical emergency during class, we may need to access a first aid kit or AED 


(Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those items are located in this building, 


see http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/AEDlocations-UCF (click on link from menu on left).   


• To stay informed about emergency situations, sign up to receive UCF text alerts by going 


to my.ucf.edu and logging in.  Click on “Student Self Service” located on the left side of 


the screen in the tool bar, scroll down to the blue “Personal Information” heading on your 


Student Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the information, including your e-mail 


address, cell phone number, and cell phone provider, click “Apply” to save the changes, 


and then click “OK.” 


• If you have a special need related to emergency situations, please speak with me during 


office hours. 


• Consider viewing this video (https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk) about how to manage an 


active shooter situation on campus or elsewhere.   


 


Deployed Active Duty Military Students 


If you are a deployed active duty military student and feel that you may need a special 


accommodation due to that unique status, please contact me to discuss your circumstances. 


 


University Writing Center 


The University Writing Center (https://uwc.cah.ucf.edu/) is a free resource for UCF students. If 


you require assistance with any part of the writing process, they have trained consultants who can 


help you if you plan ahead. Since written assignments comprise a large percentage of your grade 


for this course, I would encourage you to seek out their assistance if you require it. 


 


 



http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

mailto:sas@ucf.edu

http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html

http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/AEDlocations-UCF

http://my.ucf.edu/

https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk
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Electronic Device Policy 


Students learn in different ways and are comfortable with different technologies. You are welcome 


to use a computer, tablet, smartphone or similar device in class meetings for note taking. You may 


not, however, use these devices for non-course-related purposes including: phone calls, texting, 


checking emails, and making use of the internet. If you wish to use them to record a lecture you 


need to ask about this in advance. You may also not use the device in any way that is distracting to 


other students in the classroom. If you are found to be doing so, you will be asked to put away the 


device and will not be permitted to use devices in class from that point forward. The use of a device 


to send or receive a call or message is not permitted in class at any point unless there is an 


emergency. Please be sure these devices are silenced, in accordance with University policy, and in 


your pocket or bag for the duration of the class. 


 


Attendance 


Attendance at class meetings is important for an understanding of course materials and for success 


in this class. I will not take formal class attendance, although I may keep a record of attendance of 


individual students at my discretion if it is warranted based on class performance. I expect that 


students attend class regularly and I will not provide class notes or lecture slides to students for 


class periods that students miss. In addition, if you are not in attendance on days when you may be 


presenting, without a pre-accepted excuse, you will receive a score of zero (0) for that assignment. 


 


Updates and Notifications 


The course website on Webcourses will be used for any general notifications or updates to this 


course, including changes to this syllabus.  


 


Obtaining Notes for Missed Lectures 


If you miss a lecture it is your responsibility to obtain notes from a fellow classmate. I will not 


provide notes or a copy of any lecture or activity.   


 


Grades of “Incomplete” 


Incomplete grades are only given when an unexpected and documented emergency situation 


prevented a student from completing the remaining work at the time when the emergency occurred. 


I have the right to make the final decision on whether or not to issue an incomplete, rather than 


submitting a final grade based upon your completed work. Incomplete work must be finished by 


the end of the next semester or the “I” will automatically become an “F” on your transcript.  
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Course Schedule 


This syllabus is tentative and reasonable schedule modifications may be made over the course of 


the semester to better meet the goals of the class. Any modifications will be posted on the course 


website and/or discussed in class.  


 


 


Week 1 Wednesday, January 8 


Course Introduction 


 


Background Readings 


Philips pp. 37-67, 74-77, 95-96 


Smith 2010 


 


Required Readings 


N/A 


 


 


 


Week 2 Wednesday, January 15 


What is a City? 


 


Background Readings 


Philips pp. 105-143 


 


Required Readings 


Smith 2006 


Smith and Lobo 2019 


 


 


 


Week 3 Wednesday, January 22 


Past Perceptions of the City 


 


Background Readings 


N/A 


 


Required Readings 


Golding 1975 


Hewitt and Graham 2015 


Morrison 2015 
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Week 4 Wednesday, January 29 


The Rise of Cities 


 


Background Readings 


N/A 


 


Required Readings 


Blanton 1982 


Childe 1950 


Wheatley 1972 


 


 


 


Week 5 Wednesday, February 5 


The Shape of the City 


 


Background Readings 


Philips pp. 519-552 


Miles 2008 


 


Required Readings 


Low 1996 


Smith 2007 


 


 


 


Week 6 Wednesday, February 12 


The Built Environment 


 


Background Readings 


Philips pp. 559-590 


Lawrence and Low 1990 


 


Required Readings 


Lynch 1960 


Osborne 2015 


 


 


RESEARCH PROPOSAL DUE (in class) 
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Week 7 Wednesday, February 19 


The City and Its Hinterland 


 


Background Readings 


Philips pp. 148-162 


 


Required Readings 


Blanton 1976 


Wilkinson 2005 


 


 


 


Week 8 Wednesday, February 26 


Communities in the City 


 


Background Readings 


Philips pp. 166-189, 251-256 


Wilson 2008 


 


Required Readings 


Gabiam 2018 


Giordano and Cole 2011 


 


 


 


Week 9  Wednesday, March 4 


Power in the City 


 


Background Readings 


Philips pp. 341-383 ,464-480, 493-512 


Kong 2008 


Lilley 2008 


 


Required Readings 


Romano 1989 


Schortman and Ashmore 2012 


 


 


 


Week 10 Wednesday, March 11 


 


SPRING BREAK 
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Week 11  Wednesday, March 18 


Consumption and the Environment 


 


Background Readings 


Philips pp. 615-644 


 


Required Readings 


Awuor et al. 2008 


Barthel and Isendahl 2013 


 


 


 


Week 12  Wednesday, March 25 


Security and Crime 


 


Background Readings 


Coaffee and Murakami Wood 2008 


Hebert 2008 


 


Required Readings 


Low 2001 


Fisher 2009 


 


 


 


Week 13  Wednesday, April 1 


Disease and Death 


 


Background Readings 


Carter 2011 


 


Required Readings 


Grineski et al. 2006 


Marshall 2000 
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Week 14  Wednesday, April 8 


Death of a City 


 


 


Background Readings 


Cowgill 2012 


Bachvarova 2016 


 


Required Readings 


Eisinger 2014 


Witakowski 2010 


 


FINAL PAPER DUE (in class) 


 


 


 


Week 15  Wednesday, April 15 


Presentation Preparation 


 


NO PHYSICAL CLASS MEETING – ONLINE POSTING AND DISCUSSION 


 


 


 


Week 16 (Finals’ Week)  Wednesday, April 22 (10:00am-12:50am) 


 


STUDENT PRESENTATIONS 


 


 


 


Details of Assignments 


 


City Presentations (oral): 


These short presentations (2-5min) are meant to encourage students to explore cities across 


time and space. You will be responsible for presenting a city of your choice seven times 


throughout the semester. Aside from a general background of the chosen cities, you should 


pay special attention to the ways said city relates or responds to the issues and topics 


discussed on the weeks where you are presenting. 


 


Article Critiques (oral): 


Since a large portion of class time will be dedicated to discussions, students are expected 


to be familiar will all required readings. On four occasions (to be assigned throughout the 


semester), you will be asked to give a critique of one of the assigned readings as well as 


come up with questions meant to foster class discussion. 
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Research Proposal Assignment (written, 3 pages): 


This assignment is a three-page research proposal. In this proposal you should identify and 


explain the significance of: 1) which city you have selected for your final project and 2) 


which problem you will explore and which solutions you will propose based on research 


into this and other cities. The proposal should also include a bibliography of at least 3 


sources which are cited in the proposal. 


 


Final Project Assignment (written, 10 pages): 


This assignment is a ten-page research paper. In this paper you should: 1) briefly introduce 


which city you selected and, if you selected a city or an issue of the past, the historical 


period you are dealing with, 2) introduce a problem that is found within that city, 3) provide 


some background on why that problem occurs in that city, 4) explain the impact of that 


problem on that city, 5) research ways that other cities have addressed this problem and 


explain why a similar solution might or might not work in this city, and 6) propose a brief 


plan to address this problem in this city. This paper should also include a bibliography of 


at least 10 sources which are cited in the paper. Although the class is not a GIS-focused 


one per se, students with a GIS background or interest are welcome to use GIS techniques 


and methods for their final paper. They will receive the same kind of assistance as students 


employing a more traditional approach. 


 


Final Project Presentation (oral) 


The last week of classes (during Finals’ Week) will be dedicated to student presentations 


focused on the research conducted for the final paper. Presentations should be accompanied 


by appropriate visual material (e.g. Power Point presentation) and should last ca. 20-30min 


(depending on the number of students in the class and other potential scheduling 


considerations). Presentations should cover all aspects of the final project assignment. A 


question period will follow each presentation. 
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Week/
Dates Topic Module 


Opens


Module Due by 
3:00pm on


this day (Thursdays)


1/9
Introduction to the course What is sex, 


sexuality, and gender? Module 1  Thursday 1/16


1/16 Evolution of sex: non-human primates. Module 2 Thursday 1/23


1/23
Evolution of sex: early hominids to modern 


humans. Module 3 Thursday 1/30


1/30 Changes in sex and gender roles during the 
Neolithic.


Module 4 Thursday 2/6


2/6 Bronze Age Mediterranean and Middle 
East


Module 5 Thursday 2/13


2/13
In Class Midterm Exam 1


Thursday 2/13 Module 6 Thursday 2/20


2/20 The Classical world and Ancient Greece Module 7 Thursday 2/27


2/27 Romans Part I Module 8 Thursday 3/5


3/5 Romans Part II Module 9 Thursday 3/19


3/12 Spring Break Nada! Who cares?


3/19 Romans Part III


3/26 STUDENTS' CHOICE! Module 10 Thursday 4/2


4/2 The Islamic World Module 11 Thursday 4/9


4/9 Homosexuality and Evolution Module 12 Thursday 4/17


4/17 19th Century American Prostitution No Module! Study for Finals!


4/23


Drop/Add: Jan 6-10. Withdraw date: March 20


Schedule


Online Exam 2: Due 3/26 at 
3:00pm


Final Exam Thursday 4/23 1:00-3:50pm








 


 1


 
 


 


ANG5742: Problems in Forensic Anthropology  
Department of Anthropology 


College of Sciences,  University of Central Florida 
           


         COURSE SYLLABUS‐ Spring 2020 


    
Instructor:  John J. Schultz, Ph.D.     
Office:  Phillips Hall 409T Class Meeting Days:  Monday 
Phone:  407-823-1180 Class Meeting Hours:  3:00-5:50pm 
E-Mail:  john.schultz@ucf.edu Class Location:  MSB 149 
Office Hours: Monday 1:00-2:50pm; or by 


appointment 
  


 
 
University Course Catalogue Description 


Current issues and topics in forensic anthropology. 
 
Course Objectives  


After completing this course students will develop a basic proficiency in the following areas: 
 
 History of Forensic Anthropology  
 Taphonomy 


o Understanding the theoretical basis and history of forensic taphonomy 
o Recognizing the different stages of human decomposition 
o Recognizing the environmental factors affecting postmortem change to bone 


including alterations through both flora and faunal impacts 
o Recognizing and identifying the different stages of heat alteration to bone and the 


commercial cremation process  
o Establishment of a postmortem interval based on taphonomic changes to bone 


 Trauma 
o Understanding basic bone biomechanics 
o Recognizing Blunt and Gunshot trauma  
o Evaluating the timing of trauma to bone (is the damage perimortem, or 


postmortem) 
 Ethics and Legal Considerations in Forensic Anthropology  


Course Description 


This is an advanced forensic anthropology course focusing on both taphonomic alterations to bone 
and trauma-based patterns of injury and healing (where applicable). It is expected that each 
student is proficient in human osteology, including small fragment identification as well as basic 
laboratory methods of skeletal analysis. This course will increase the student’s knowledge of two 
fundamental areas of forensic casework (trauma and taphonomic analysis) and will provide the 
foundation for continuing studies in ANG 6740C Advanced Forensic Anthropology. 
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Course Prerequisites 


Graduate student in the Anthropology MA program and completion of a Human Osteology Class  
 
Required Textbook  
 
There is no required textbook.   
 
Class Readings 


Refer to course reading list for the required readings.   


 


Basis for Final Grade 


Your final grade will be based on a total of 400 possible points and will be derived from class 
participation, leading two class discussions, and writing two papers: one on an approved 
taphonomic topic of your choice and one on an approved trauma topic of your choice. The 
requirements for this course are weighted as follows: 
 
            Assessment    Points           Percent of Final Grade 


Academic Activity 
Assignment  


         1  0.25% 


Taphonomy    


Presentation 50 12.5% 


Paper 100 25% 


Trauma    


Presentation 50 12.5% 


Paper 100 25% 


Class Participation 9 2.25% 


Leading Two Class 
Discussions 


30 7.5% 


Four Short Case 
Reports  


60 15% 


 


 


Class Participation (9 points) 


This is a graduate level course, and as such it is expected that each student will participate in class 
each week. You will be expected to have read all of the required readings and contribute to the 
class discussion.  Grades will be based on the respectful exchange of thought and ideas and 
on the contribution’s relevance to the weekly topic. 
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Leading Class Discussion (30 points) 


Each student will be expected to facilitate two class discussions:  on one taphonomic topic and one 
trauma topic. Topics will be selected the first week of class.  
 
Two to three required readings are already chosen for the discussion that provide foundational 
information for the topics.  Your role as the weekly student leader will be select two to three 
additional pertinent articles as required readings and post the reference information on Canvas at 
least one week prior to the planned discussion.  The articles can be pertinent research and cases 
studies to supplement the class discussion.  It is a good idea to have Dr. Schultz review your 
selected articles ahead of time to confirm that they are appropriate for the discussion topics.    
 


Short Case Reports (60 points) 


You will be required to complete four short case reports, 15 points each, with appropriate case file 
documentation. Each assigned case will consist of interpreting and describing traumatic injuries to 
the skeleton.  Report details will be discussed in class.          


 


Required Papers and Presentations (150 points each for a total of 300 points) 


You will be required to write two fully referenced (AJPA style) literature review papers. Each paper 
is to be double-spaced with 1” margins, utilizing Time New Roman font and is not to exceed 25 
pages (including cover page, literature cited, figures and tables). You may select a topic in each 
category that interests you. The topic may be the same as your discussion topic, or may be on 
another topic we cover in class.  We will discuss further requirements for the papers in class.  In 
addition, you will be required to present both papers as PPT presentations.  We will discuss further 
requirements for the PPT presentations in class.   


 


Academic Activity Assignment – What I expect to achieve by completing this class.   
Starting with the fall 2014 semester, verification of student engagement is required to support UCF's 
compliance with a federal financial aid regulation that must be followed for all classes.  The regulation states 
that students who receive federal student aid must be academically engaged in each course in which they 
are enrolled. Without verification of this engagement, students will not receive their student aid.  Institutions 
must now verify that every student enrolled in every course has met this standard.   Everyone is required to 
post a statement, even if you do not require federal aid, which explains what you expect to achieve by 
completing this class.   
 
All postings must be completed by January 10 (11:59 pm).  You will receive one point for completing 
the assignment.  However, you will receive a deduction of 2 points if the posting is not completed by 
January 10.      
     


Grading Scale The +/- system will be used in this class. 


 


A = 94-100  C = 74-76 


A- = 90-93  C- = 70-73 


B+ = 87-89  D+ = 67-69 


B = 84-86  D = 64-66 


B- = 80-83  D- = 60-63 


C+ = 77-79  F = < 60 
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Course Policies: Grades 


Late Assignments: Late assignments are not accepted unless there is a  medical issue or 
family death. If possible, you need to inform Dr. Schultz of the issue ahead of time so he can 
confirm with you that an assignment extension will be provided.               
  
Paper Requirements: Due dates for outlines and papers are clearly marked on the schedule. 
If you must miss a class (see attendance policy below), you may send me your assignment via 
email BEFORE class begins. No assignments will be accepted after that time. Should you miss 
a deadline due to a valid emergency, I will require an acceptable written excuse from a 
physician or written proof of a personal or family crisis such as a death certificate.  


Grades of “Incomplete”: Incomplete grades are given only in situations where unexpected 
and DOCUMENTED medical emergencies prevent a student in good standing in the course 
from completing the remaining work. I am the final authority on whether you qualify for an 
incomplete. Incomplete work must be finished by the end of the subsequent semester or the “I” 
will automatically be recorded as an “F” on your transcript. 


Final Grades: I do not make individual allowances for final grades. If you are doing poorly in 
the class make arrangement to speak with me early in the semester so we can discuss ways to 
improve study and comprehension skills. 


Course Policies: Technology and Media 


Email: I prefer students to email my UCF account directly when there are questions or when 
sending assignments. I check my UCF email regularly and you can generally expect a 
response the day of the email or the next weekday. I may only check email once during the 
weekend. If you do not receive a response over the weekend, you can expect a response 
Monday morning. 


Laptop Usage: Using a laptop to take notes is a privilege, not a right. You are allowed to use a 
laptop to take course notes, However, you are not allowed to use the laptop for anything else 
such as internet surfing, chatting, or checking your email during class time. 
 


Course Policies: Student Expectations 


Attendance Policy: Attendance is mandatory and will be tracked weekly. I realize that 
sometimes life gets in the way of classes and you many need to miss a class. However, you 
should still be prepared for class in advance. If it becomes necessary for you to miss a class, 
you will be given the opportunity to make up the work by turning in a typed 5 page fully-
referenced (AJPA style) paper at the next class that summarized the readings that we 
discussed in the class period that you missed. There will be a penalty of 15 points deducted 
from your total class points if you do not complete the assignment. Please contact me before 
class if you will not be present for a particular class session. In addition to attending each class 
meeting, class participation is very important in graduate school. Most of our courses follow a 
seminar format. Participation refers to your ability to ask questions and/or direct comments to 
stimulate a class discussion. This does not mean students will be graded on how much they 
speak, but rather on how well they are prepared and involved in the class. 


Professionalism Policy: Per university policy and classroom etiquette: mobile phones, iPods, 
etc. must be silenced during all classroom discussions. Also, texting is not appropriate during 
class time. Those not heeding this rule will be asked to leave the classroom so as to not 
disrupt the learning environment if this becomes a problem. Please arrive on time for all class 
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meetings. Students who habitually disturb the class by talking, arriving late, etc., and have 
been warned may suffer a 5% reduction in their final class grade. 


University Writing Center: The University Writing Center (UWC) is a free resource for UCF 
undergraduates and graduates. At the UWC, a trained writing consultant will work individually 
with you on anything you’ve written (in or out of class), at any point in the writing process from 
brainstorming to editing. Appointments are recommended, but not required. For more 
information, or to make an appointment, visit the UWC website at http://www.uwc.ucf.edu, stop 
by MOD 608, or call 407-823-2197. 


 
Copyright: This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video 
clips, images, text materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use 
doctrine in order to enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, 
download or distribute these items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for this online 
classroom environment and your use only. All copyright materials are credited to the copyright 
holder. 
 
Third-Party Software and FERPA: During this course you might have the opportunity to use 
public online services and/or software applications sometimes called third-party software such 
as a blog or wiki. While some of these could be required assignments, you need not make any 
personally identifying information on a public site. Do not post or provide any private 
information about yourself or your classmates. Where appropriate you may use a pseudonym 
or nickname. Some written assignments posted publicly may require personal 
reflection/comments, but the assignments will not require you to disclose any personally 
identity-sensitive information. If you have any concerns about this, please contact your 
instructor. 


 


Core Policy Statements  
Academic Integrity 
Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of Conduct. According to Section 1, 
"Academic Misconduct," students are prohibited from engaging in: 


 Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information 
or study aids in any academic exercise unless specifically authorized by the instructor of 
record. The unauthorized possession of examination or course-related material also 
constitutes cheating. 


 Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral means: The 
presentation of material which has not been studied or learned, but rather was obtained 
through someone else’s efforts and used as part of an examination, course assignment, or 
project. 


 Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to another person, 
student, and/or uploading course material to a third-party vendor without authorization or 
without the express written permission of the university and the instructor. Course 
materials include but are not limited to class notes, Instructor’s PowerPoints, course 
syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, instruction sheets, homework, study guides, handouts, etc. 


 Falsifying or misrepresentingthe student’s own academic work. 
 Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the source, 


thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s own. 
 Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than once 


without the express written permission of the instructor. 
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 Helping another violateacademic behavior standards. 


For more information about Academic Integrity, students may consult The Center for Academic 
Integrity. 


For more information about plagiarism and misuse of sources, see “Defining and Avoiding 
Plagiarism: The WPA Statement on Best Practices”. 


Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating 
Students should also familiarize themselves with the procedures for academic misconduct in UCF’s 
student handbook, The Golden Rule. UCF faculty members have a responsibility for students’ 
education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to prevent unethical behavior and when 
necessary respond to academic misconduct. Penalties can include a failing grade in an assignment 
or in the course, suspension or expulsion from the university, and/or a "Z Designation" on a 
student’s official transcript indicating academic dishonesty, where the final grade for this course will 
be preceded by the letter Z. For more information about the Z Designation, 
see http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade. 
 
Course Accessibility Statement 
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all persons with 
disabilities. Students with disabilities who need disability-related access in this course should 
contact the professor as soon as possible. Students should also connect with Student Accessibility 
Services(Ferrell Commons 185, sas@ucf.edu, phone (407) 823-2371). Through Student 
Accessibility Services, a Course Accessibility Letter may be created and sent to professors, which 
informs faculty of potential access and accommodations that might be reasonable. Determining 
reasonable access and accommodations requires consideration of the course design, course 
learning objectives and the individual academic and course barriers experienced by the student. 
 
 
 
 
Campus Safety Statement 
Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise in our class, everyone needs to work 
together. Students should be aware of the surroundings and familiar with some basic safety and 
security concepts. 


 In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance. 
 Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall near the 


door. Please make a note of the guide’s physical location and consider reviewing the 
online version at http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html.  


 Students should know the evacuation routes from each of their classrooms and have a 
plan for finding safety in case of an emergency. 


 If there is a medical emergency during class, we may need to access a first aid kit or AED 
(Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those items are located in this building, 
see http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/workplacesafety.html(click on link from menu on left).  


 To stay informed about emergency situations, sign up to receive UCF text alerts by going 
to my.ucf.eduand logging in. Click on "Student Self Service" located on the left side of the 
screen in the tool bar, scroll down to the blue "Personal Information" heading on your 
Student Center screen, click on "UCF Alert," fill out the information, including your e-mail 
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address, cell phone number, and cell phone provider, click "Apply" to save the changes, 
and then click "OK." 


 Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their 
instructors outside of class. 


 To learn about how to manage an active-shooter situation on campus or elsewhere, 
consider viewing this video. You CAN Survive an Active Shooter 


Deployed Active Duty Military Students 
If you are a deployed active duty military student and feel that you may need a special 
accommodation due to that unique status, please contact your instructor to discuss your 
circumstances. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 


 


Important UCF Deadlines for Spring 2019 


 Course Schedule 
Week Date Topic Trauma 


Case  
 Facilitator 


1 Jan 6  Class Introduction and Writing Short 
Reports  


 N/A 


2 Jan 13 Introduction to Forensic 
Anthropology; Evaluating Timing of 
Injury  


 Dr. Schultz 
& 1 Student 


3 Jan 20   Martin Luther King Jr. Day    No class   
4 Jan 27   Trauma: Gunshot Wounds  and 


Blunt Force Trauma 
 2 Students 


5 Feb 3   Sharp Force Trauma and Saw 
Wounds   


Case 1 2 Student 


6 Feb 10  Trauma Case studies  2 Students 
7 Feb 17  Trauma Presentations   N/A 
8 Feb 24    Time Since Death and 


Decomposition  
 1 Student 


9 Mar 2  The Effects of Burial Environment 
and Subaerial Weathering 


Case 2  1 Student 


10 Mar 9 Spring Break (March 9-14)  No Class 
11 Mar 16  Forensic Significance Based on 


Taphonomic Modifications 
 1 Student  


12 Mar 23  Animal Damage and Dispersal   1 Student 
13 Mar 30  Bone Staining and Recovery 


Methods 
Case 3  1 Student 


14 April 6   
    


Thermal Modifications and 
Cremations  


 1 Student  


15 April 13  Miscellaneous Taphonomy 
Research 


 1 Student 


16 April 20  Ethics and Legal Considerations   Case 4  Dr. Schultz   
17 April 27  Taphonomy Presentations  N/A 


January 9, 2019 (11:59 PM)  Drop/Swap  


January 12, 2019 (11:59 PM)  Add  


March 20, 2019 (11:59 PM) 


April 20, 2019 (11:59 PM) 


 Withdrawal  


Grade Forgiveness   
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Instructor:  Dr. J. Marla Toyne Term:  Spring 2020 
Office:  HPH 409R Class Meeting Days:  Wednesday 
Phone:  407 823 1927 Class Meeting Hours:  3:00 to 5:50pm 
E-Mail:  j.marla. toyne@ucf.edu Class Location:  MSB 149 
Website: Use Webcourses   
Office Hours: 
Lab Hours:  


Tues 3-5pm  
Weds 1-3pm 


  


 
I. Welcome! 


This graduate level course explores bioarchaeology theory and interpretation at an 
advanced level, including current approaches and issues. 
 


II. University Course Catalog Description 
This course builds on the prior knowledge of graduate students to train them in 
advanced bioarchaeological analysis of cultural and historical processes that affect 
human skeletal remains.  


 
III. Course Overview  


Bioarchaeology, or the study of human skeletal remains from archaeological sites, allow 
us to tackle complex questions of cultural and historical processes that changed ancient 
human lives across the globe. Although a solid knowledge of human anatomy is 
imperative for identifying human bone and patterns changes, this graduate course will 
draw on techniques from a variety of disciplines including biology, chemistry, 
archaeology, pathology, demography, and history in order to understand how to 
reconstruct both individual lives and collective population histories. Major Topics will 
include the exploration of complex mortuary practices, age and gender identities, 
patterns of disease and dietary change, life history approach, the impact of social 
complexity and urbanization, and migration and colonization.  
This graduate seminar will explore the myriad ways in which bioarchaeological data can 
contribute to an understanding of human lives from the archaeological record. During 
the semester, we will contextualize and discuss the theory and the methods behind 
bioarchaeological analysis as they are applied to research questions and specific 
interpretative issues. 


 


ANG 6536 Advances in Bioarchaeology seminar 
Department of Anthropology 


College of Sciences, University of Central Florida 
SPRING 2020 


COURSE SYLLABUS 


 



mailto:toyne@ucf.edu

mailto:toyne@ucf.edu
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IV. Course Objectives  
With diligent application students will accomplish the following core objectives:  


1. Identify the importance of a contextually and theoretically based approach to the 
analysis of human remains. 


2. Understand the implications of the “Osteological paradox” on bioarchaeological 
research. 


3. Evaluate a range of topics and review associated literature review across the 
history of the discipline to understand the impact of bioarchaeological research in 
anthropology. 


4. Define a theoretically-driven research topic for a professional symposium at a 
major conference.  


5. Develop and design a bioarchaeological research proposal including developing a 
research question, building a model, evaluating an appropriate theoretical and 
methodological approach, and organizing the logistics of working with a viable 
human remains collection.  


6. Advance reading comprehension, knowledge syntheses, and writing skills towards 
reports, grant writing, and publications.  


 
V. Course Prerequisites 


ANG6521 Advanced Methods in Human Osteology or equivalent. 
BA in Anthropology or equivalent. Instructor permission. 


 
VI. Course Credits 


3 
 
VII. Required Texts and Materials 


Texts: 
• Agarwal, S.C., & Glencross, B.A. (Eds.). (2011). Social bioarchaeology. New York: Wiley-


Blackwell Publishers. (SB) 978-1444337679 
• Parker Pearson, M. (1999). The archaeology of death and burial. College Station, Texas: 


Texas A&M University Press. (ADB) 978-1585440993 
• Additional required journal articles and book chapters will be available online. 


 
Highly recommended: 


• Larsen, C.S. (2015). Bioarchaeology: Interpreting behavior from the human skeleton. 
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. (BIO) 978-0521547482 


• Buikstra, J.E. (Ed.). (2019). Bioarchaeologists Speak Out. Deep time perspectives on 
contemporary issues. New York: Springer. 978-3-319-93012-1. (BSO) 


• Katzenberg, M.A., & Saunders, S.R. (Eds.). (2018). Biological anthropology of the human 
skeleton (3rd ed.). New York: Wiley-Liss. 978-1119151616 (BAHS) available online UCF 
library 


All of these will be available from the UCF university bookstore or can be purchased online in 
advance of class beginning. 
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Optional –  
o Mays, S.A. (1998). The archaeology of human bones. New York: Taylor & Francis. 
o Buikstra, J.E., & Beck, L.A. (Eds.). (2006). Bioarchaeology: The contextual analysis of 


human remains. Boston: Academic Press. 
o Grauer, A.L. (Ed.) (2012). A companion to paleopathology. New York: Wiley-Blackwell. 
o Sofaer, J. (2006). The body of material culture: A theoretical osteoarchaeology. 


Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
o Martin, D.L., Harrod, R.P., & Perez, V.R. (2014). Bioarchaeology. An integrated approach 


to working with human remains. New York: Springer. 
 
VIII. Evaluation 


The required readings will serve as the main material for the course, and will be 
supplemented by recommended readings and discussion. The required reading should 
be completed before attending class. Each class will also be led by student discussants, 
who are responsible for a short presentation and assisting in leading the discussion. In 
addition to readings, students will also be required to write a research proposal that 
addresses a specific aspect of bioarchaeology, and to present that proposal at the end 
of the semester. 
Your grade will be calculated as follows: 


 
Student Evaluation: 
Lead Discussion (2x50)    100 points (20%) 
Symposium Proposal    100 points (20%) 
Final Research Proposal   20 points (4%) 
Final Research Paper (The Proposal)  100 points (20%) 
Final Research Presentation   30 points (6%) 
Participation     50 points (10%) 
Total      500 points 


 
 Grade Scale (+/- system is used in this course) 


A  95-100%   B+ 87-89%   C+ 77-79%   D 60-69% 
A- 90-94%   B   84-86%   C   74-76%   F 59% or below 
B- 80-83%  C- 70-73% 


 
IX. Class Assignments 


Discussion Leadership: Each student will be responsible for leading a weekly discussion 
on a particular topic. Topics will be assigned at the beginning of class, and 1 week before 
the student will provide an additional reading (new) for the class to read ahead as well to 
add to the discussion. This additional reading can be a case study or topically similar that 
enhances the perspective of the topic. A PDF should be provided minimum 1 week before 
to a Discussion board on Webcourses. The purpose each week is to review, summarize, 
evaluate, synthesize, and critique each reading individually and as a selection of the 
broader literature. On their select week, students should bring a minimum of 5 questions 
for the class to discuss and to be included in a class handout. 
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Symposium proposal: Additionally, students will present to the class their proposed idea 
for a conference symposium at a major professional meeting. This will include a detailed 
abstract on the topic and major expectations and contributions, and a list of potential 
invitees (and their topics). This could be regionally specific or globally broad. WHO would 
you like to invite to talk about this topic? I recommend that the topic connects to the 
research proposal topic and highlights the biocultural importance of such research. This 
assignment will include submitting the 1-page proposal and 1-page list of invited speakers, 
“pitching” the idea (pretend your classmates are those you want to attend or 
participate), and discussing feedback from your colleagues about the symposium.  


 
Final Research Proposal: Each student with prepare a formal research project proposal 
that demonstrates the knowledge of how bioarchaeology (theory and methods) can 
inform our understanding of archaeological populations. The project must be defined by 
a clear bioarchaeological research question, a thorough knowledge of a particular 
theoretical approach, a specific methodology, and identify an appropriate 
archaeological/historical skeletal collection. Key elements must include defining specific 
aspects of sample collection and accessibility, as well as budgetary and temporal 
constraints (1 page basic budget, 1 page timeline). An initial proposal will be reviewed to 
provide feedback in advance of final submission. A final presentation of your proposed 
research (a very persuasive presentation) will be evaluated during the final exam period. 


 
Participation: Regular attendance, preparation, and active participation in each week’s 
lectures will be expected. Each student will prepare and hand in one discussion question 
each week, worth 2 points. Students will be allowed to turn in late discussion questions 
or miss a discussion and presentation without losing points only in the case of medical or 
family emergencies. In either case, the instructors must be notified before the due date 
and a written excuse from an appropriate source must be provided (such as a doctor) see 
below. 


 
X. Policies 
Topic Policy 
Contacting the 
professor 


In this class our official mode of communication is through the email located 
inside Webcourses. All communication between student and instructor and 
between student and student should be respectful and professional. It is the 
student's responsibility to check the "coursemail" tool frequently. 


Webcourses@UCF  This is a face-to-face course. Some course materials and assignments, however, 
have an on-line component that is accessed through the UCF on-line software, 
Webcourses@UCF. You are expected to complete assignments on-time 
regardless of technological difficulties.   


Accessing On-line 
Course Content 


You have an on-line assignment due the first week of class that is designed to 
show your participation in this course for federal financial aid purposes. Be sure 
to complete this assignment.  


Grading and evaluation Graded materials will be returned to you within two weeks of their due date, 
unless you are informed otherwise through a class-wide announcement.  The 
grading scale used in this course is on the “Evaluation” page of this syllabus.   
You can access your scores at any time using the Grades section of 
Webcourses@UCF. Midterm grades are unofficial. 
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Attendance and 
Participation 


Attendance is required for this course. If you must miss class, please discuss 
planned absences with the instructor. For unplanned absences, please contact 
the instructor as soon as you are able. 
Participation is an important component of this class.  While debate and 
differing opinions are encouraged in this class, remember that this is a 
professional setting: please be respectful and polite to your classmates. 


Deadlines and Make-
ups 
 


Only students who have serious extenuating circumstances will be given the 
opportunity to make up missed work.  University activities and religious 
holidays (See UCF Policy 4.401.1 and Regulation 5.020) are included. You will be 
required to provide written documentation of said circumstance.  You will have 
one week to make up an assignment once you contact the professor after 
missing a deadline. . Students who represent the university in an authorized 
event or activity (for example, student-athletes) and who are unable to meet a 
course deadline due to a conflict with that event must provide the instructor 
with documentation in advance to arrange a make-up. No penalty will be 
applied. For more information, see the UCF policy at 
<http://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-
401.2MakeUpAssignmentsorAuthUnivEventsorCocurricularActivities.pdf>. 
Students must notify their instructor in advance if they intend to miss class for a 
religious observance. For more information, see the UCF policy at 
<http://regulations.ucf.edu/chapter5/documents/5.020ReligiousObservancesFIN
ALJan19.pdf>. 
An alternative assignment or make up exam may be offered. 


Late Work Policy and 
Grades of ‘Incomplete’ 


Assignments turned in late will be assessed a penalty: a half-letter grade if it is 
one day late, or a full-letter grade for 2-7 days late. Essays will not be accepted if 
overdue by more than seven days. 
The current university policy concerning incomplete grades will be followed in 
this course. Incomplete grades are given only in situations where unexpected 
emergencies prevent a student from completing the course and the remaining 
work can be completed the next semester. Your instructor is the final authority 
on whether you qualify for an incomplete. Incomplete work must be finished by 
the end of the subsequent semester or the “I” will automatically be recorded as 
an “F” on your transcript. 


Academic conduct Academic dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated in this course. If you are 
uncertain as to what constitutes academic dishonesty, please consult the UCF 
Golden Rule for further details. As in all University courses, the Golden Rule Rules 
of Conduct will be applied. Violations of these rules will result in a record of the 
infraction being placed in your file and at a minimum you will receive zero grade 
for the work in question. At the discretion of the instructor, you may also receive 
an ‘F’ or ‘Z’ grade for the course. Confirmation of such incidents may also result 
in expulsion from the University. 


Academic integrity UCF faculty members have a responsibility for your education and the value of a 
UCF degree, and so seek to prevent unethical behavior, notably plagiarism and 
cheating. When necessary, I will respond to infringements of academic 
integrity. Penalties can include a failing grade on an assignment or in the 
course, suspension or expulsion from the university, and/or a "Z Designation" 
on a student's official transcript indicating academic dishonesty, where the final 
grade for this course will be preceded by the letter Z. For more information 
about the Z Designation, see http://z.ucf.edu/.  
Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of Conduct at 
<http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/process/roc>. 
 



https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-401.2MakeUpAssignmentsorAuthUnivEventsorCocurricularActivities.pdf

https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-401.2MakeUpAssignmentsorAuthUnivEventsorCocurricularActivities.pdf

https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-401.2MakeUpAssignmentsorAuthUnivEventsorCocurricularActivities.pdf

https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-401.2MakeUpAssignmentsorAuthUnivEventsorCocurricularActivities.pdf

http://regulations.ucf.edu/chapter5/documents/5.020ReligiousObservancesFINALJan19.pdf

http://regulations.ucf.edu/chapter5/documents/5.020ReligiousObservancesFINALJan19.pdf

http://regulations.ucf.edu/chapter5/documents/5.020ReligiousObservancesFINALJan19.pdf

http://regulations.ucf.edu/chapter5/documents/5.020ReligiousObservancesFINALJan19.pdf

http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/process/roc

http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/process/roc
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I will also adhere to the highest standards of academic integrity. Please do not 
ask me to change your grade illegitimately or to bend or break rules for one 
person that will not apply to everyone.  


Accessibility Statement The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion 
for all persons with disabilities. It is my goal that this class be an accessible and 
welcoming experience for all students, including those with disabilities that 
may impact learning in this class. If anyone believes the design of this course 
poses barriers to effectively participating and/or demonstrating learning in this 
course, please meet with me as soon as possible (with or without a Student 
Accessibility Services (SAS) accommodation letter) to discuss reasonable 
options or adjustments. During our discussion, I may suggest the 
possibility/necessity of your contacting SAS <http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/> (Ferrell 
Commons 185; 407-823-2371; sas@ucf.edu) to talk about academic 
accommodations. 
 
For students connected with SAS, a Course Accessibility Letter may be created 
and sent to professors, which informs faculty of potential course access and 
accommodations that might be necessary and reasonable. Determining 
reasonable access and accommodations requires consideration of the course 
design, course learning objectives and the individual academic and course 
barriers experienced by the student. Further conversation with SAS, faculty and 
the student may be warranted to ensure an accessible course experience. 


Campus Safety 
Statement 


Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise during class, everyone 
needs to work together. Students should be aware of their surroundings and 
familiar with some basic safety and security concepts. 


• In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance. 
• Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted 


on a wall near the door. Students should make a note of the guide’s 
physical location and review the online version at 
<http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html>. 


• Students should know the evacuation routes from each of their 
classrooms and have a plan for finding safety in case of an emergency. 


• If there is a medical emergency during class, students may need to 
access a first-aid kit or AED (Automated External Defibrillator). To learn 
where those are located, see <http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/AEDlocations-
UCF> (click on link from menu on left). 


• To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to 
receive UCF text alerts by going to <https://my.ucf.edu> and logging in. 
Click on “Student Self Service” located on the left side of the screen in 
the toolbar, scroll down to the blue “Personal Information” heading on 
the Student Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the 
information, including e-mail address, cell phone number, and cell 
phone provider, click “Apply” to save the changes, and then click 
“OK.” 


• Students with special needs related to emergency situations should 
speak with their instructors outside of class. 


• To learn about how to manage an active-shooter situation on campus 
or elsewhere, consider viewing this video 
(<https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk>) 


Deployed Active Duty 
Military Students 
Statement 


Students who are deployed active duty military and/or National Guard 
personnel and require accommodation should contact their instructors as soon 
as possible after the semester begins and/or after they receive notification of 
deployment to make related arrangements. 



http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

mailto:sas@ucf.edu

mailto:sas@ucf.edu

http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html

http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html

http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/AEDlocations-UCF

http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/AEDlocations-UCF

http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/AEDlocations-UCF

http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/AEDlocations-UCF

https://my.ucf.edu/

https://my.ucf.edu/

https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk

https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk
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Discrimination I am committed to encouraging a caring and supportive atmosphere on campus 
and to promoting a campus climate that understands and respects the needs of 
a culturally, ethnically, physically, and socially diverse student body. There will 
be no discrimination in this class. No discrimination will be tolerated whether it 
is against a protected class of individuals, or not, and there will be no 
discrimination based on ideas or opinions either. Please let me know as soon as 
possible if you feel that you have been treated unjustly; I will listen to your 
concerns and take appropriate action. 


I “Control Alt Deleted” 
my homework 


There are numerous computer resources available across the UCF campus. 
Therefore, personal computer or printer problem are not an acceptable excuse 
for late work. Be sure that you are prepared for encountering these kinds of 
problems, and try your best to not wait until the last moment for printing, 
stapling, etc. 


University Writing 
Center 


This is a graduate-level seminar. My expectation is that you are already a strong 
writer. However, if you need it, the University Writing Center (UWC) is a free 
resource for UCF undergraduates and graduates. For more information or to 
make an appointment, visit the UWC website at http://www.uwc.ucf.edu, stop 
by MOD 608, or call 407.823.2197. 


 
XI. Copyright 
This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, images, text 
materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use doctrine in order to enhance the 
learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, download or distribute these items. The use of 
these materials is strictly reserved for this classroom environment and your use only. All copyright 
materials are credited to the copyright holder. 
 
XII. Third-Party Software and FERPA 
During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or software 
applications sometimes called third-party software such as a blog or wiki. While some of these could be 
required assignments, you need not make any personally identifying information on a public site. Do 
not post or provide any private information about yourself or your classmates. Where appropriate you 
may use a pseudonym or nickname. Some written assignments posted publicly may require personal 
reflection/comments, but the assignments will not require you to disclose any personally identity-
sensitive information. If you have any concerns about this, please contact your instructor. 


 
XIII. Important Dates to Remember 


Drop/Swap Deadline: January 10th, 2020  
Withdrawal Deadline: March 20th, 2020  
Spring Break: March 9-13th, 2020  
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XIV. Schedule 
All the dates and assignments are tentative, and can be changed at the discretion of the 
professor with advance notice. 


 
Date 
 


Topic to be Discussed in Class Reading Prepared before class 
Assignments Due 


UNIT 1 Analyzing Human Remains in Archaeology 


Week 
1 


Introduction to Bioarchaeology; The 
Human Skeleton; History of 
Bioarchaeology; Bioarchaeology as 
Anthropology 


BIO Ch. 1; Baker/Agarwal 2017; 
Buikstra 1977; Knüsel 2010; Armelagos 2002 
 
Discussion Leadership Topic Selection 


Week 
2 


Human Burials: Preservation and 
Collections 


Walker 2008; Stodder 2008; Kakaliouras 
2012; Watkins/Muller 2015; SB Ch.3 
Turner/Andrushko; Lewis et al.2013 


Week 
3 


Principles of Mortuary archaeology; 
Archaeothanotology; The Dead as 
Agents 


ADB Ch. 1, 2, & 3; Duday 2006; SB Ch.5 Weiss-
Krjeci; Goldstein 2006; Tung 2014 


UNIT 2 Concepts of Health and Stress  


Week 
4 


The Osteological Paradox  
Health and health status 
 


Wood et al. 1992; Dewitte/Stojanowski 
2915; SB Ch.5 (Jackes); Margerison/Knusel 
2002; Temple/Goodman 2014 


Week 
5 


Age and Sex Experiences BIO Ch.10; Sofaer 2006; SB Ch. 6 (Hollimon); 
SB Ch.12 (Halcrow and Tayles); 
Baitzel/Goldstein 2015 


Week 
6 


Life History and DOHaD BIO CH2; Agarwal 2016; 
Agarwal/Beauschesne 2011; Low et al. 2012; 
Roksandic/Armstrong 2011 
Symposium TOPIC due 


UNIT 3 Social Identity Reconstruction  


Week 
7 


Social Status and Disease ADB Ch.4; Salpofsky 2004; Buzon 2012; 
Gravlee 2009; Robb et al. 2001 


Week 
8 
 


Individuals, Groups, and Social 
Collectivities 


Knudson and Stojanowski 2008; Saul and 
Saul 1989; Robb et al. 2019; Becker/Juengst 
2017; Haun/Carrasco 2010 


  Symposium proposal due 


UNIT 4 Historical and Cultural 
Transformations 


 


Week 
9 


Adaptations and Agricultural 
Revolution 
 


BIO  Ch5/6; Schoeninger 2014; Roberts 2010; 
Steckel et al. 2002; Temple/Stojanowski 
(2018) 
Research Prelim Proposal due 
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Week 
10 


Spring Break  


Week 
11 


Urbanism and Urbanization 
 


Cowgill 2004; Blakely/Beck 1982; Owsley et 
al 1987; White et al. 1998; Tilley/Cameron 
2014 


Week 
12 


Violence (Trauma and Surgical 
Interventions) 
 


BIO Ch.4; SB Ch.14 (Glencross); Walker 2001; 
Brickley/Smith 2006; Nystrom 2014 
Research DRAFT due 


UNIT 5 Population Interactions  


Week 
13 


Colonization and Migration 
 


SB Ch.7 (Zakrzewski); Barrett/Blakey 2011; 
Pfeiffer/Fairgrieve 1994; Blakely/Mathews 
1990; Kilgrove/Tykot 2018 


Week 
14 


Contemporary Issues 
 
 


Buikstra 2019 – various chapters; Halcrow et 
al. 2018 
Research Proposal FINAL DUE 


Week 
15 


NO MEETING - PPA/AAPA  


Week 
16 
 


Final Exam Presentations 


 
 





		I. Welcome!

		I. Welcome!

		II. University Course Catalog Description

		II. University Course Catalog Description

		III. Course Overview

		III. Course Overview

		IV. Course Objectives

		IV. Course Objectives

		IV. Course Objectives

		V. Course Prerequisites

		V. Course Prerequisites

		VI. Course Credits

		VI. Course Credits

		VII. Required Texts and Materials

		VII. Required Texts and Materials

		VIII. Evaluation

		VIII. Evaluation

		IX. Class Assignments

		IX. Class Assignments

		X. Policies

		X. Policies

		Campus Safety Statement

		XI. Copyright

		XI. Copyright

		XII. Third-Party Software and FERPA

		XII. Third-Party Software and FERPA

		XIII. Important Dates to Remember

		XIII. Important Dates to Remember

		XIV. Schedule

		XIV. Schedule
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1. Course Information 


ANT 2511 0005: The Human Species 
Spring 2020 (3 credits) 


 
Classroom: BA1 0122 


Modality: Face to Face 
Class Hours: T R 9:00-10:15 am 
Final Exam Time: Tuesday 4/23 7:00-9:50 am 


Prerequisites: None 


 


2. Instructor and GTA Information 
 


Instructor: Dr. Pete T. Sinelli 
Office: Howard Phillips Hall 309 c 
Office phone: (407) 823-2227 
Cell phone: (407) 575-6456 
Office Hours: Tuesdays: 10:30-11:45 am 


Thursdays:   8:15-8:45 am 
10:30-11:45 am 
1:30-2:45 pm 


Email: ptsinelli@gmail.com 
Peter.sinelli@ucf.edu 


 
Teaching Assistants: Caroline Jasiak and Morgan Ferrell 


Office: Howard Phillips Hall 309 
Contact Info: Contact via Webcourses message 
Office hours: TBA 


 


3. Course Description: The course provides a general overview of human biological variation in an 
evolutionary perspective, and uses multiple lines of evidence to form a holistic picture of human evolution. In 
the first quarter of the course we examine the processes of evolution and other important background concepts. 
The second quarter explores our non-human primate relatives to discover how human anatomy and behavior are 
rooted in a deep evolutionary history. The last half of the semester concentrates on the human fossil and 
archaeological records, and the spectrum of variation found in modern humanity. 
Biological anthropology is a science, and this course is organized and delivered with that in mind. Throughout 
the course, we will reinforce core scientific concepts that apply not only the process of human evolution, but also 
to the sciences in general. Students will see how scholars use the scientific method to create relevant research 
designs, reconstruct our evolutionary history, and explore modern human biological variability. 



mailto:ptsinelli@gmail.com

mailto:Peter.sinelli@ucf.edu
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4. Learning Outcomes: This course is a requirement for undergraduate Anthropology majors and minors and it 
satisfies the General Education Program (GEP) requirement for Science Foundations. In Humans Species, 
students will: 


 Discover the foci of the major areas of biological anthropology. 
 Explore the history of evolutionary thought and discuss the contributions of Darwin and other early 


scholars. 
 Review modern genetics and how these synthesize with evolutionary forces like natural selection. 
 Understand the causes and significance of modern human variation and adaptation. 
 Discover the living primates and how human anatomy and behavior is related to primate evolution. 
 Examine the fossil evidence for human evolution. 


 
Although these goals may seem discipline specific, they are organized around the central theme that science is 
the primary way of learning more about the world around us. As a GEP Science Foundations course, a leading 
goal of Human Species is to help students gain an understanding of scientific methods and learn how these can 
help address issues in modern society. A secondary goal is to give students’ the intellectual tools they need to 
evaluate conflicting claims and information in world where opinion is routinely presented as undebatable fact. 
Throughout the course, students will discover how scientists came to “know what they know is true” about 
human evolution through careful examination of their theory, methods, data, and evidence. In doing so, students 
will learn to identify a sound, scientific argument by its attributes, and distinguish such against those statements 
which lack rigor or validity. 


 
 


5. Sequence of Course Activity.  Refer to the Course Schedule at the end of this document. 
 
 


6. Assessment and Grading Policies: Your grade in this course will be based out of 500 total points. You can 
calculate your grade by dividing the total number of points you have earned by the total points possible. Grades 
on all assessments will only be posted online in Webcourses. 


 
6a. Scantron requirement: We use “raspberry” scantrons for all in-class tests and quizzes, so you will need 
to acquire 13 of them for this class and bring one with you EVERY DAY. These are graded by computer, 
and the only way the computer knows who you are is through your ID number. 


 
LEARN YOUR ID! If you don’t know it, you can’t get a grade! 


 
 


Scantrons are available for purchase at the 
UCF Bookstore in the Washington Center 
and in vending machines around campus. 
You can also get one free scantron a day at 
the Student Government office on the 
second floor of the Student Union. 
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6b.  Assessments and Grade Weight: 
I. Three Midterm Exams—300 points (100 points each) 
There will be 3 exams during the semester. Each exam will consist of True/False and 
Multiple Choice questions. All exams will be administered in the classroom. You must 
bring a scantron and a #2 pencil to the in-class exam. 


 
II. Final Exam—100 points 
The exam will not be cumulative and will only cover material discussed since the third 
exam. It will consist of True/False and Multiple Choice questions and will be held in our 
regular classroom at the time scheduled by the university. 


 
III. Five Announced In Class Quizzes—50 points (10 points each) 
There will be 6 quizzes worth 10 points each for a total of 60 points. You must bring a scantron. 


 
IV. Inquizitive Homework Assignments—50 points 
These homework exercises prepared by the textbook publisher are designed to complement 
the online modules to enhance student comprehension and retention.  Inquizitives are 
worth a maximum of 50 points toward your final grade in the class. Because there are 14 
Inquizitives worth 5 points each (for a total of 70), if you do ALL of them and earn more 
than 50 points then the Webcourses grade book will add those extra points into your 
record. However, you can only earn a maximum of 50 points for Inquizitives for grading 
purposes, so any total you accumulate OVER 50 points will be reduced manually, by me at 
the end of the semester, to the maximum of 50 for the purposes of calculating your final 
grade.  In short, we drop four Inquizitives whether you do them or not. 


 


V. Extra Credit Opportunities—25 points 
Pop Quizzes – 20 points (5 at 4 points each). Given the size of this class, I do not take attendance. Pop 
quizzes are my way of rewarding student attendance and participation. After the Course Activity 
Verification quiz (which counts as pop quiz 1), there will be four unannounced pop quizzes during the 
semester. THESE WILL USE A SCANTRON, so you need to purchase a pack and bring them to class 
every time. Moreover, there will be no make ups for in-class pop quizzes. Only if you are in class will 
you get the chance for extra credit. 


 
Blood Donation/Food drive (5 points). Anyone who donates blood and provides me with the 
documentation they give you will receive 5 extra credit points. Alternatively, if you are unable or 
unwilling to donate blood, you may bring in non-perishable food items toward the end of the semester. 
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6c. Grading Scheme Used For Final Grades: The +/- system will be used in this course. These percentages 
correspond to the following letter grades: Individual exams and quizzes will not be curved. Neither will 
the final course distribution. 


 
A 470 or more 
A- 450-469 
B+ 435-449 
B 420-434 
B- 400-419 
C+ 385-399 
C 370-384 
C- 350-369 
D+ 335-349 
D 320-334 
D- 300-319 
F 299 or less 


 
6d. Make-up Policy: If there is an unforeseen emergency and you will not be able to take an exam or 
announced quiz, it is critical that you notify me immediately via phone or email. Pop quizzes are NOT 
eligible for makeups, as they are extra credit only and you must be in class to participate. I will not allow 
make-up exams without a valid excuse and I will require documentation supporting your story—NO 
EXCEPTIONS. The only acceptable form of documentation for illness is a doctor’s statement. Proof of 
personal or family emergency can consist of a police report, a deceased’s obituary, a towing or garage 
invoice, police report, or other form I deem acceptable. All make-ups for excused exams will take a 
different form than the original, and will have a short answer and/or essay component. Except in 
extraordinary cases approved by me, all makeup exams must be completed within 3 business days of the 
scheduled exam time. 


 
 


7. Course Materials: You will need to acquire an Access Code from W.W. Norton (the book publisher) to 
complete the Inquizitives. If you buy a new hardcopy of the book, the access code is included. If you buy the 
Ebook, the access code is included. If you buy a USED book, you will need to buy the access code separately 
through the Ebook link posted on the main course page in Webcourses. 


 
 


 
Class Text: Essentials of 
Biological Anthropology 4th 
Edition, by Clark Larsen 


 
Available at various bookstores 
or BUY THE EBOOK FOR 
ONLY $50 VIA THE ONLINE 
LINK IN WEBCOURSES! 
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8. Course-Specific Policies. 
 


8a. Notes: This is a note-intensive course. The textbook is an excellent resource, and much of what I 
cover is discussed there, but tests and quizzes are based primarily on lectures. Furthermore, I do not 
post notes or PowerPoint slides online. I also do not release my slides to anyone for any reason, even 
if your absence is excused. I rightly expect every student to come to class, pay attention, and take 
good notes. If you don’t like this arrangement, then I suggest that you drop this class and sign up for 
the online version of Human Species the next time it’s offered. 


8b. Photography and recording policy: Students ARE NOT permitted to 
photograph or record video of the professor’s slides or lectures. I worked 
hard to create the course material, and do not want it posted all over the 
public domain. Moreover, the slides are simply prompts for discussion,  
and do not contain much of the information you need to know for the 
quizzes and exams. Finally, just snapping pics in lecture and doing nothing 
else is LAZY and you will wind up with the lousy grade you deserve. 
Students who disregard this policy will be asked to put their phone away 
during class.  Students who repeatedly disregard this policy will be asked  
to leave the classroom. 


 
8c. Study guides: I will prepare and distribute a study guide in advance of each exam. Everything that will 
be on the exam will be listed on the study guide. If you use your notes to familiarize yourself with the 
material on the study guide, then you will do very well in this class. 


 
8d. In-class Exams: To minimize disruptions, if you do not arrive within 10 minutes of the start of class on 
exam day, you will not be seated for the exam. I will direct you to the Anthropology office where you 
will take a different exam. I will not go over completed exams during class times. Also, I will retain all of 
the exams and none will be returned. However, I encourage every one of you to make-an appointment with 
me or a TA and we will gladly go over your exams with you on an individual basis. 


 
8e. Announced quizzes: To minimize disruption, all quizzes will be administered toward the end of 
class. As with exams, I will not allow make-up quizzes without a valid excuse and I will require 
documentation of your absence. 


 
8f. Scantron Issues: If you fail to complete the scantron properly or submit a crumpled or damaged 
scantron your assignment will not be graded by the machine and a zero will appear in your 
Webcourses grades page. If this happens to you, contact a TA IMMEDIATELY to arrange a time to 
meet them, find your scantron, and correct the error. In all cases concerning scantrons, if you feel that 
your grade on a test or assignment is inaccurate or an error has occurred, it is YOUR responsibility to 
contact a TA within one week of the posting of the grade. Late requests or claims for a grade change 
will not be honored. 


 
9. University Core Policies 


 
9a. Academic Integrity. Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of Conduct at 
http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/process/roc. According to Section 1, “Academic Misconduct,” students are 
prohibited from engaging in: 


1. Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information or study 
aids in any academic exercise unless specifically authorized by the instructor of record. The 



http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/process/roc
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unauthorized possession of examination or course-related material also constitutes cheating. 
2. Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral means: The presentation of 
material which has not been studied or learned, but rather was obtained through someone else’s 
efforts and used as part of an examination, course assignment, or project. 
3. Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to another person, student, 
and/or uploading course material to a third-party vendor without authorization or without the 
express written permission of the university and the instructor. Course materials include but are not 
limited to class notes, Instructor’s PowerPoints, course syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, instruction 
sheets, homework, study guides, handouts, etc. 
4. Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work. 
5. Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the source, thereby 
attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s own. 
6. Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than once without the 
express written permission of the instructor. 
7. Helping another violate academic behavior standards. 


 
For more information about Academic Integrity, consult the International Center for Academic Integrity 
http://academicintegrity.org. For more information about plagiarism and misuse of sources, see “Defining 
and Avoiding Plagiarism: The WPA Statement on Best Practices” http://wpacouncil.org/node/9 Responses 
to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating. Students should also familiarize themselves with the 
procedures for academic misconduct in UCF’s student handbook, The Golden Rule 
http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/docs/goldenrule.pdf. UCF faculty members have a responsibility for 
students’ education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to prevent unethical behavior and when 
necessary respond to academic misconduct. Penalties can include a failing grade in an assignment or in the 
course, suspension or expulsion from the university, and/or a “Z Designation” on a student’s official 
transcript indicating academic dishonesty, where the final grade for this course will be preceded by the 
letter Z. For more information about the Z Designation, see http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade. 


 


9b. Course Accessibility Statement: The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and 
inclusion for all persons with disabilities. Students with disabilities who need access to course content due to 
course design limitations should contact the professor as soon as possible. Students should also connect with 
Student Accessibility Services (SAS) <http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/> (Ferrell Commons 185, sas@ucf.edu, phone 
407-823-2371). For students connected with SAS, a Course Accessibility Letter may be created and sent to 
professors, which informs faculty of potential course access and accommodations that might be necessary and 
reasonable. Determining reasonable access and accommodations requires consideration of the course design, 
course learning objectives and the individual academic and course barriers experienced by the student. Further 
conversation with SAS, faculty and the student may be warranted to ensure an accessible course experience. 


 
I am pleased to assist those students need additional accommodation. However, you MUST present me with 
documentation from SAS that verifies your needs. ANY REQUEST FOR SPECIAL ACCOMMODATION 
THAT IS NOT ACCOMPANIED BY SUCH DOCUMENTATION WILL NOT BE HONORED. 


 
9c. Campus Safety Statement: Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise during class, 
everyone needs to work together. Students should be aware of their surroundings and familiar with some 
basic safety and security concepts. 
• In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance. 
• Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall near the door. 


Students should make a note of the guide’s physical location and review the online version at 
http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html. 



http://academicintegrity.org/

http://wpacouncil.org/node/9

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/docs/goldenrule.pdf

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade

http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

mailto:sas@ucf.edu

http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html
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• Students should know the evacuation routes from each of their classrooms and have a plan for 
finding safety in case of an emergency. 


• If there is a medical emergency during class, students may need to access a first-aid kit or AED 
(Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those are located, see 
http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/AEDlocations-UCF. 


• To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text alerts by 
going to https://my.ucf.edu and logging in. Click on “Student Self Service” located on the left side 
of the screen in the toolbar, scroll down to the blue “Personal Information” heading on the Student 
Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the information, including e-mail address, cell phone 
number, and cell phone provider, click “Apply” to save the changes, and then click “OK.” 


• Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their instructors 
outside of class. 


• To learn about how to manage an active-shooter situation on campus or elsewhere, consider 
viewing this video https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk. 


9d. Deployed Active Duty Military Students: If you are a deployed active duty military student and feel that 
you may need a special accommodation due to that unique status, please contact your instructor to discuss 
your circumstances. 


 
9e. Make-Up Assignments for Authorized University Events or Co-curricular Activities: Students who 
represent the university in an authorized event or activity (for example, student-athletes) and who are unable 
to meet a course deadline due to a conflict with that event must provide the instructor with documentation in 
advance to arrange a make-up. No penalty will be applied. For more information, see the UCF policy at 


http://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-401.2MakeUpAssignmentsorAuthUnivEventsorCocurricularActivities.pdf 
 


9f. Religious Observances: Students must notify their instructor in advance if they intend to miss class for a 
religious observance. For more information, see the UCF policy at 
http://regulations.ucf.edu/chapter5/documents/5.020ReligiousObservancesFINALJan19.pdf. 


 


9g. UCF Cares. During your UCF career, you may experience challenges including struggles with 
academics, finances, or your personal well-being. UCF has a multitude of resources available to all students. 
Please visit UCFCares.com if you are seeking resources and support, or if you are worried about a friend or 
classmate. Free services and information are included for a variety of student concerns, including but not 
limited to alcohol use, bias incidents, mental health concerns, and financial challenges. You can also e- 
mail ucfcares@ucf.edu with questions or for additional assistance. You can reach a UCF Cares staff member 
between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. by calling 407-823-5607. If you are in immediate distress, please call Counseling 
and Psychological Services to speak directly with a counselor 24/7 at 407-823-2811, or please call 911. 



http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/AEDlocations-UCF

https://my.ucf.edu/

https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk

https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-401.2MakeUpAssignmentsorAuthUnivEventsorCocurricularActivities.pdf

http://regulations.ucf.edu/chapter5/documents/5.020ReligiousObservancesFINALJan19.pdf

http://ucfcares.com/

mailto:ucfcares@ucf.edu
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COURSE SCHEDULE: The course schedule is tentative and I reserve the right to make reasonable 
modifications if they are needed. 


 
Week and 
days of class 


Topic Weekly Readings 


Week 1 
Jan 7-9 


T:  Course Introduction 
 
R:  Intro to Biological Anthropology 


Course Activity Quiz 
Due 1/10 at 
Midnight 


Week 2 
Jan 14-16 


T:  Science as a way of knowing  and Announced Quiz 1 
 
R: Before Darwin: Foundations of Evolution 


Chapter 2 


Week 3 
Jan 21-23 


T: Darwin the Man 
 
R: Natural Selection 


Chapters 3 and 4 


Week 4 
Jan 28-30 


T: Natural Selection, cont. 
 
R: Population Genetics and Announced Quiz 2 


Chapter 5 


Week 5 
Feb 4-6 


T: Exam 1. Inquizitives due Feb 4 at 12:00 pm: "How to do Use 
Inquizitive" and Chapters 1-5 


 
R: Primate Anatomy 


Chapter 9 


Week 6 
Feb 11-13 


T: Primate Anatomy, cont. 
 
R: Movie: The Living Primates 


Chapter 6 


Week 7 
Feb 18-20 


T: Primate Evolution 
 
R: Primate Behavior 


Chapter 7 


Week 8 
Feb 25-27 


T: Movie: Bonobos: The Last Great Ape and Announced Quiz 3 
 
R: Exam 2.  Inquizitives due Feb 27 at 12:00 pm: Chapters 6, 7, 
and 9 


No Module This 
week! 


Week 9 
Mar 3-5 


T: Movie: Introduction to the hominins 
 
R: Hominin Adaptations 


Chapter 8 


Week 10 SPRING BREAK! PARTY! 
Week 11 
Mar 17-19 


T: Protohominins and Ardipithecus 
 
R: Australopithecines 


Chapter 10 


Week 12 
Mar 24-26 


T: Early Homo and Announced Quiz 4 in class 
 
R: Exam 3.  Inquizitives due on Mar 26 at 12:00 pm: Chapters 8, 
10 and 11 


Chapter 11 


Week 13 
Mar 31-Ap 2 


T: Homo erectus 
 
R: Homo heidelbergensis and H. naledi 


Chapter 12 


Week 14 
Apr 7-9 


T: Neanderthals 
 
R: Neanderthals, cont. 
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Week 15 
Apr 14-17 


T:  The rise and spread of AMH 
 
R: Wrap up and Announced Quiz 5 


Chapter 13 


Week 16 
Finals week 


Final Exam Thursday 4/23 7:00-9:50am. 
Inquizitives due the day and start time of the final: Chapters 
12 and 13 


 


 


IMPORTANT DATES & INFORMATION: 
- Late registration, Add/Drop: January 6-10 
- Withdrawal deadline for this course: March 20 





		1. Course Information

		LEARN YOUR ID! If you don’t know it, you can’t get a grade!

		9. University Core Policies

		IMPORTANT DATES & INFORMATION:
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(Photo source: francoisrobertphotography.com) 


Spring 2020 – Department of Anthropology – College of Sciences - UCF 
Pain and Suffering 


The Anthropology of Violence and Social Conflict 
Special Topics Course ANT4406 


 
Class Time: Tuesday/Thursday. 1:30 to 2:45pm  Place: BA1 - 121 
Instructor: Dr. J. Marla Toyne    Credit Hours: 3 credits 
Office: HPH 409R  Phone: 407 823 1927   Mode:  F2F 
Office Hours: Tuesday 3:00 to 5:00pm 
LAB MSB149 Hours:  Wednesday 1:00 to 3:00pm 
Email: j.marla.toyne@ucf.edu     
Or Email for appointment if you cannot make either time.      


Course Overview: 
What is it about humans that lead us to be both horrified by and yet fascinated by violence?  Is 
violence innate in humans, or is it a product of our social arrangements?  If we imagine ourselves 
today to be living in societies more enlightened than those of the past or more civilized than those 
some call “primitive”, then how do we account for the unparalleled horrors committed in the 
name of progress, religion, or patriotism in our own time?  How do our politicians justify massive 
violence (both direct and structural) while speaking of peace and freedom? 
 
This course will survey the phenomenon of violence in human societies exploring anthropological 
perspectives and theories based in human evolutionary biology, archaeology, forensics, and 
ethnology.  We will take a cross-cultural and historical approach to understanding the evolution of 
human interactions that result in physical, emotional, or psychological damage (results of violent 
behavior towards others).  It is important to consider how violence (or the threat of violence) 
impacts our daily decisions and choices, but that our responses are culturally mediated. We will 
explore the issues of how violence has been the impetus of many major changes in human history 
and modern international relationships. 
 
Prerequisites: Ideally ANT2511 or ANT2410, or permission of Instructor. 
 
Course Catalogue: Survey the phenomenon of violence in human societies by exploring 
anthropological perspectives and theories based in human evolutionary biology, archaeology, 
forensics, and ethnology. 



mailto:j.marla.toyne@ucf.edu

mailto:j.marla.toyne@ucf.edu
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Course Objectives: 
The goals of this course will be to allow students to read and discuss ethnographic examples of violence in 
other cultures as well as our own society and consider the impact it has on the history and evolution of each 
culture. We will focus readings on individual articles and weekly class discussions on case studies of 
different levels and types of violence in various societies including interpersonal physical violence, public 
punishment/execution, ritual violence, suicide, structural violence, and warfare. 


• Develop an understanding of the phenomenon of violence 
• Explore the manifestations of violence in human societies  
• Evaluate various theories of violence  
• Use cross-cultural comparison to identify the impact of violence on human societies (past and 


present) 
• Prepare and discuss different individual cases studies of violence 
• Synthesize research on violence in different cultural contexts 
• Review and place a full ethnography within the broader context of social violence 


 


Course Requirements: 
This course will include lectures, films, online pages, and readings that explore diverse aspects of violent 
behaviors. The course will include a major writing assignment as well as in-class weekly discussions 
including helping lead a weekly discussion topic. Weekly quizzes will enhance student preparation, and 
ethnography book club discussions help engage in reading select ethnographies. 


Topics covered on a weekly basis will include: 
• Types of Violent Behaviors (definitions) 
• Scales of Violent Behaviors (personal, interpersonal, group, national) 
• Theories of Violence (Physical, Structural, Material, Civilized, Social) 
• Evolution of Violence (evidence of early aggressive behaviors in our hominid ancestors) 
• Non-Human Primate Violence (evolutionary significance of intraspecies aggression) 
• Non-State Level Violence 
• State Level Violence (political violence, war, genocide) 
• Socially Sanctioned Violence (Legal punishment, torture, religious penance, combat sports, 


extralegal violence for human rights) 
• Victims of Violence (women, children, minorities, elderly, ethnicities) 
• World History of Violence 
• Violence in Popular Culture and Media (television, films, video games, literature, fine arts, graphic 


novels) 
• Role of Forensic Investigations in Identifying Violence as Crimes against Humanity 
• Cases of Violent Behaviors (sacrifice, cannibalism, torture, initiations, suicide, abortion, serial killers) 


Student Success: 
This is my goal. This is a Face-to-Face course. There are F2F meetings with lectures and interactive 
discussions, but we will have a few online learning activities and sources of information to guide you. So 
this is an exciting opportunity to do a lot of things, IF you come to class prepared having 1) done the weekly 
readings, 2) reviewed and thought about the provided review questions. I have done everything to make 
sure that things are well-organized and consistent each week. Attendance for class are essential for 
acquiring the necessary knowledge. Online activities help prepare you with reviews, pages, and 
opportunities to explore additional topics and ideas in discussion groups. 
If you have any questions about the course, communication is key. 
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Recommendations for Success: 
1) FIRST STEP: If you have a question about course material, assignments, or requirements, please consult 


the SYLLABUS first. If you cannot find the answer to your question, then you have the option of coming 
to office/lab hours to discuss with the professor or sending an email. 


2) You must use your knights.ucf.edu email account for all correspondence. If not, your emails may be 
directed to my junk email and I will not find them and be able to respond. 


3) Please use a subject title that clearly identifies your course and the topic of inquiry. 
4) Email is NOT a substitute for my office hours. I cannot engage in lengthy discussions about course 


material or assignments over email, but use email to setup alternative meeting appointments if 
necessary.  


5) If you would like to meet with me and absolutely cannot make my office or lab hours, then please email 
and identify two different times that would work for you so that I can try to match one of those.  This 
works well for setting up a quick meeting, rather than days of emails. 


Required Texts: 
Eller, Jack David.  (2006) Violence and Culture: Across-Cultural and Interdisciplinary Approach.  Wadsworth: 


Belmont, California. 
 
Required to PICK ONE of the following Ethnographies: 


1. McGillivray, A., and Comaskey, B.  (1999) Black Eyes All of the Time: Intimate 
Violence, Aboriginal Women and the Justice System. University of Toronto Press: 
Toronto. 


2. Rosen, D. M. (2005) Armies of the Young: Child Soldiers in War and Terrorism, 
Rutgers University Press, Piscataway, NJ. (ebook) 


3. Whitehead, N. L. (2002) Dark Shamans : Kanaimà and the Poetics of Violent Death, 
Duke University Press, Durham. (ebook) 


4. Bourgois, P. (2003) In Search of Respect: Selling Crack in El Barrio, Cambridge 
University Press, Cambridge. 


5. Wood, A.L. (2009) Lynching and spectacle: Witnessing racial violence in America, 
1890-1940. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press. (not at bookstore) 


These are available in the bookstore once you have selected the title, but they are also on Course Reserve in 
the Library for limited check out. Or online stores at various outlets. 
 
Required Additional Readings: Outlined in the Schedule. Book chapters and articles will be available 
electronically Webcourses. Additional important website or news reports will be linked to the Webcourses. 
Occasional films may be incorporated into lectures to highlight and illustrate different subjects.  
 
Recommended: 
Scheper-Hughes N, and Bourgois P, eds. (2003) Violence in War and Peace: An Anthology. Wiley-Blackwell 


Publishers: New York.  (Selected Readings as SH & B: chapter)  
 


Grade Scale (+/- system is used in this course) 
A 95-100% B+ 87-89%   C+ 77-79%  D+ 65-69% 
A- 90-94% B  84-86%  C 74-76%  D 60-64% 
B- 80-83%  C- 70-73%   F 59% or below 
NOTE: Grades will not be rounded or adjusted without legitimate claim of missing points. 
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Evaluation: 
Quizzes (based on weekly readings, x10 online) 100  
Article Discussant 
Ethnography Discussions (x3) 


50 
100 


 


Ethnography Paper Outline/Bibliography 50  
Ethnography Final Paper 150  
Final Exam article review 100  
Participation 50  
TOTAL: 600 
 
Grade Dissemination 
Quizzes, assignments, and exams in this course will be graded and posted through Webcourses. 
You can access your scores using the Grade Book function of Webcourses. Please note that scores 
returned mid-semester are unofficial grades. 
NOTE: Grades will not be rounded or adjusted without legitimate claim of missing points. 
 
Accessing Online Course Content 
You have an online assignment due the first week of class that is designed to show your participation in this 
course for federal financial aid purposes. Be sure to complete this assignment. 
 


Attendance and Participation 
Attendance is required for this course. If you must miss class, please discuss planned absences with the 
instructor. For unplanned absences, please contact the instructor as soon as you are able. 
Participation is an important component of this class and you will be evaluated points for your presence and 
natural participation. I do call on students, but I am much more excited to pick among willing hands of 
volunteers who would like to ask questions and offer answers and opinions on readings and class topics. 
While debate and differing opinions are encouraged in this class, remember that this is a professional 
setting: please be respectful and polite to your classmates. 
IF verbal pubic, in-class participation is the scariest thing on the planet, please come see me and let me 
know and we will consider alternative participation strategies.  
 


LEARNING ASSESSMENT 
Regular attendance and participation in class is required (see Attendance Policy). The broad variety of 
topics discussed in this course makes regular attendance critical in achieving an exemplary grade in this 
course as we will be gradually building up our knowledgebase week by week. This syllabus is your guide to 
the class – Know it. IF you have to miss a class, make a friend who attended and get notes from them as I 
will not give out my lecture notes and films may not be readily available. 


Assignments 
MiniQuizzes/Reflections – weekly readings: These are assigned, dated and timed. MONDAY NIGHT before 
TUESDAY class. They are based directly on assigned readings for the week. These will help you come to 
class prepared having completed the readings and thought through some key concepts. 
 
Discussions – weekly topic LEADERSHIP: Each student will sign up to help lead the discussion for 1 new 
article that will add to our weekly readings. A sign-up sheet will be passed out during the first week of 
classes and online. If students miss signing up independently, they will be assigned an article. 







5 
 


Approximately 3 students per week will be the ‘article discussants’. The expectation is that the student will 
be present in class and be prepared to introduce a novel article and add to the discussion of the topic. ALL 
other students are expected to participation with questions and comments. Everyone gets a turn. 
 
Ethnography Assignment: Further instructions will be detailed on Webcourses for each component of this 
written assignment (which includes discussion – like book club). 


1. Ethnography selection (Module 1) 
2. Ethnography Chapter Summary Discussions (IN CLASS/ONLINE Thursday - Module 4, Module 7 


and Module 10, attendance is required) 
3. Final Research/Ethnography Paper (Outline Due Module 8, FINAL Module 12) 


Further information on each assignment will be provided in class and online. 
 
Citations must follow the AJPA reference formatting style, which is detailed on Webcourses (Assignments 
Folder). These instructions are NON-Negotiable and points will be lost for incorrect formatting or frequent 
spelling and formatting errors. Proof reading and editing your own work are important skills. Detailed 
assignment instructions will be released ONE week prior to their due date on Webcourses and the 
completed assignment will be submitted through the Assignments Tool. See Course Protocols for further 
formatting and Discussion Protocols. 
These must be original work, written in your own words. Copying other student’s assignments or websites 
in whole or part will not be tolerated. In this course we may utilize turnitin.com, an automated system 
which instructors can use to quickly and easily compare each student's assignment with billions of web 
sites, as well as an enormous database of student papers that grows with each submission. After the 
assignment is processed, as an instructor I receive a report from turnitin.com that states if and how another 
author’s work was used in the assignment. For a more detailed look at this process, visit 
http://www.turnitin.com. 
 
FINAL Exam:  Unfortunately, there will not be regular exams, but a final ‘exam’ article review and synthesis 
is expected. Two weeks before the end of class you will sign up for a provided article on a specific topic, you 
will find another article with a similar theme (NOT on the list, nor used in class already), and you will  write a 
3 pages, double-spaced, Times New Roman font, 1 inch margins, amazing review of both articles, then 
comparing them, and finally synthesizing them to the violent topic and the rest of the course materials. 
Further instructions online. Online submission during finals period.  


Policies 
Contacting the professor 
In this class our official mode of communication is through the email located inside Webcourses or through UCF 
email – J.marla.toyne@ucf.edu . All communication between student and instructor and between student and 
student should be respectful and professional. It is the student's responsibility to check the "coursemail" tool 
and announcements frequently. 
 
Please REMEMBER: Professors have multiple duties including teaching, research, and service, and while I may 
not be in my office or online, I am likely working. I value professor-student contact and I have dedicated 4 
contact hours for meetings. I can better address questions about course material and assignments in class or 
other questions of biological anthropology during these F2F office hours or lab office hours. Email is NOT a 
substitute and I CANNOT engage in lengthy discussion about course material or assignments over email. If you 
cannot make office hours, please contact me to schedule an appointment providing at least 2 other time slots 
you are available.  
 
If you choose to email me at j.marla.toyne@ucf.edu (instead of through Webcourses), you must use your 
knights.ucf.edu account. If you send an email, include ANT 4406 in the subject heading and do not forget to 



http://www.turnitin.com/

http://www.turnitin.com/

mailto:J.marla.toyne@ucf.edu

mailto:J.marla.toyne@ucf.edu
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include your name in the email so I know who you are. You can generally expect a response within 48 hrs. I may 
only check email once during the weekend. If you do not receive a response over the weekend, you can then 
expect a response Monday morning. 
Also check Webcourses for common questions asked and their answers via the discussion boards. 
 
Deadlines and Make-ups 
Only students who have serious extenuating circumstances will be given the opportunity to make up missed 
work. University activities and religious holidays (See UCF Policy 4.401.1 and Regulation 5.020) are included. You 
will be required to provide written documentation (email) of said circumstance. You will have one week to make 
up an assignment once you contact the professor after missing a deadline. Students who represent the 
university in an authorized event or activity (for example, student-athletes) and who are unable to meet a course 
deadline due to a conflict with that event must provide the instructor with documentation in advance to arrange 
a make-up. No penalty will be applied. For more information, see the UCF policy at 
<http://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-401.2MakeUpAssignmentsorAuthUnivEventsorCocurricularActivities.pdf>. 
Students must notify their instructor in advance if they intend to miss class for a religious observance. For more 
information, see the UCF policy at 
<http://regulations.ucf.edu/chapter5/documents/5.020ReligiousObservancesFINALJan19.pdf>. 
An alternative assignment or make up exam may be offered. 
 
Late Penalties: Note that you must complete the course requirements according to the timeline provided in this 
document as no exceptions will be granted. Time management skills, problem solving skills, responsibility and 
personal accountability are among the most important things you can learn in university because they will serve 
you well both within and outside the classroom. 
Late assignments will be subject to a Late penalties of 5% per calendar day, including: non-class days, holidays 
and weekends. 
 
The only possible exceptions to the late penalty and no extension rules are cases in which compelling medical or 
compassionate grounds can be documented, and where academic accommodation may be allowed. Students 
should consult the "Academic Regulations and Procedures (http://catalog.ucf.edu/policies/academic-regulations) 
for further details. Or, students should consult the Academic Counseling Office in their “home” Faculty in the 
event of illness, family emergency, or other personal difficulties that constitute "extenuating circumstances". 
Please communicate directly with your instructor as soon as you can so we can find a solution as soon as 
possible. 
 
Missed exams/assignments: There are no make-ups for online quizzes, discussions, or assignments. The 
deadlines are provided and accessible with anticipation. You are responsible for consulting the Academic 
Counseling Office in cases of illness, family emergency or other personal difficulties that constitute missing an 
exam. You must also notify me ASAP by telephone, e-mail, in person, or by leaving a message with the 
department staff (407-823-2227) prior to the exam. If you are participating in an official UCF event (e.g., sports 
events, field trips), please provide the proper documentation prior to the exam. Only those students who can 
provide a valid documented excuse to verify the reason for their absence will be allowed the opportunity to take 
a make-up exam. If you are provided the opportunity to take a make-up exam, it must be scheduled and written 
within one week of the missed exam date. 
 
Grades of "Incomplete": The current university policy concerning incomplete grades will be followed in this 
course. Incomplete grades are given only in situations where unexpected emergencies prevent a student from 
completing the course and the remaining work can be completed the next semester. Your instructor is the final 
authority on whether you qualify for an incomplete. Incomplete work must be finished by the end of the 
subsequent semester or the “I” will automatically be recorded as an “F” on your transcript. 



https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-401.2MakeUpAssignmentsorAuthUnivEventsorCocurricularActivities.pdf

https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-401.2MakeUpAssignmentsorAuthUnivEventsorCocurricularActivities.pdf

http://regulations.ucf.edu/chapter5/documents/5.020ReligiousObservancesFINALJan19.pdf

http://regulations.ucf.edu/chapter5/documents/5.020ReligiousObservancesFINALJan19.pdf
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TECHNOLOGY AND MEDIA 
Webcourses@UCF: This is a Face-to-Face course. Only some course materials and assignments have an online 
component that is accessed through the UCF on-line software, Webcourses@UCF.  
Additional readings may be assigned to supplement the textbook. You will be advised of any additional reading 
assignments in class, and they will be available electronically on Webcourses. Other course materials will also be 
posted on Webcourses, including this syllabus, schedule, link to the University Policies, assignment and lab 
guidelines, weekly outlines and Powerpoint slides (AFTER Lectures).  Occasional films may be incorporated into 
lectures to highlight and illustrate different subjects.  Please check Webcourses on a daily basis for 
announcements, updates, information on student resources, posted grades, and questions. You are expected to 
complete assignments on-time regardless of technological difficulties.  
 
I “Control Alt Deleted” my homework: There are numerous computer resources available across the UCF 
campus. Therefore, personal computer or printer problem are not an acceptable excuse for late work. Be sure 
that you are prepared for encountering these kinds of problems, and try your best to not wait until the last 
moment for printing, stapling, etc. 
 
University Writing Center: The University Writing Center (UWC) is a free resource for UCF undergraduates 
and graduates. At the UWC, a trained writing consultant will work individually with you on anything you're 
writing (in or out of class), at any point in the writing process from brainstorming to editing. Appointments 
are recommended but not required. For more information or to make an appointment, visit the UWC 
website at http://www.uwc.ucf.edu, stop by MOD 608, or call 407.823.2197. 
 
General Information: 
• Be on time. If you are late entering the classroom or need to leave during class, please do so quietly 


with the least amount of disruption as possible. 
• Cell phones will be turned off and put away during class. No texting. No messaging. No internet. 
• While computers/laptops may be used in class, they are for taking notes.  Please refrain from surfing the 


web, checking your email, working on homework, FaceBooking, or instant messaging as this is very 
distracting and disrespectful to your professor and those around. Remember, your classmates sitting 
behind you can see everything on your screen! If students are using laptops inappropriately, clearly 
disrupting the class or engaging in non-class related activities, this is grounds for disallowing the further 
use of the laptop in class by ANY students. Do not ruin everyone’s learning experience. 


• Be polite. This class will be conducted in a way that respects all aspects of diversity. It is expected that 
everyone show respect for one another and the diverse issues and topics that will be presented. 


• Do NOT hesitate to ask questions, make comments, and bring in additional materials that relate to the 
topics we are covering in class during a given week – this is what makes the class interesting and 
engaging!  If you hear about a relevant event or news story, let us know and we can post it on the 
course Webcourses and discuss it on the message board. 


• Please note that we will not tolerate language and behavior in class that is offensive, hateful, abusive 
and/or exclusive in this class; this applies to written assignments and exams as well. 


 
Course Schedule with weekly topics, assignments and readings is available updated on Webcourses. 
 







8 
 


ACADEMIC RESPONSIBILITY AND EXPECTATIONS 
Academic conduct 
Academic dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated in this course. If you are uncertain as to what 
constitutes academic dishonesty, please consult the UCF Golden Rule for further details. As in all University 
courses, the Golden Rule Rules of Conduct will be 
applied. Violations of these rules will result in a record of the infraction being placed in your file and at a 
minimum you will receive zero grade for the work in question. At the discretion of the instructor, you may 
also receive an ‘F’ or ‘Z’ grade for the course. Confirmation of such incidents may also result in expulsion 
from the University. 
Academic integrity 
UCF faculty members have a responsibility for your education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to 
prevent unethical behavior, notably plagiarism and cheating. When necessary, I will respond to 
infringements of academic integrity. Penalties can include a failing grade on an assignment or in the course, 
suspension or expulsion from the university, and/or a "Z Designation" on a student's official transcript 
indicating academic dishonesty, where the final grade for this course will be preceded by the letter Z. For 
more information about the Z Designation, see http://z.ucf.edu/. The UCF Rules of Conduct apply to all UCF 
students - http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/process/roc.  
 
Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of Conduct at <http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/process/roc>. 
According to Section 1, “Academic Misconduct,” students are prohibited from engaging in 


1. Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information or study aids in any 
academic exercise unless specifically authorized by the instructor of record. The unauthorized possession of 
examination or course-related material also constitutes cheating. 


2. Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral means: The presentation of material 
which has not been studied or learned, but rather was obtained through someone else’s efforts and used as 
part of an examination, course assignment, or project. 


3. Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to another person, student, and/or 
uploading course material to a third-party vendor without authorization or without the express written 
permission of the university and the instructor. Course materials include but are not limited to class notes, 
Instructor’s PowerPoints, course syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, instruction sheets, homework, study guides, 
handouts, etc. 


4. Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work. 
5. Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the source, thereby attempting 


to convey the impression that such work is the student’s own. The UCF definition of Plagiarism is available 
here 
(https://www.fctl.ucf.edu/TeachingandLearningResources/ClassroomManagement/AcademicIntegri
ty/PlagiarismStatement.php)  and YOU are responsible for understanding it. 


6. Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than once without the express 
written permission of the instructor. 


7. Helping another violate academic behavior standards. 
For more information about Academic Integrity, consult the International Center for Academic Integrity  
<http://academicintegrity.org>. 
For more information about plagiarism and misuse of sources, see “Defining and Avoiding Plagiarism: The WPA 
Statement on Best Practices” <http://wpacouncil.org/node/9>. 
 
Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating 
Students should also familiarize themselves with the procedures for academic misconduct in UCF’s student handbook, 
The Golden Rule <http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/docs/goldenrule.pdf>. UCF faculty members have a responsibility for 
students’ education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to prevent unethical behavior and when necessary 
respond to academic misconduct. Penalties can include a failing grade in an assignment or in the course, suspension or 
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expulsion from the university, and/or a “Z Designation” on a student’s official transcript indicating academic 
dishonesty, where the final grade for this course will be preceded by the letter Z. For more information about the Z 
Designation, see <http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade>.   
 
I also adhere to the highest standards of academic integrity. Please do not ask me to change your grade illegitimately 
or to bend or break rules for one person that will not apply to everyone. 
 


ACCESSIBILITY STATEMENT 
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all persons with disabilities. It is my 
goal that this class be an accessible and welcoming experience for all students, including those with disabilities that 
may impact learning in this class. If anyone believes the design of this course poses barriers to effectively participating 
and/or demonstrating learning in this course, please meet with me as soon as possible (with or without a Student 
Accessibility Services (SAS) accommodation letter) to discuss reasonable options or adjustments. During our 
discussion, I may suggest the possibility/necessity of your contacting SAS <http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/> (Ferrell Commons 
185; 407-823-2371; sas@ucf.edu) to talk about academic accommodations. 
 
For students connected with SAS, a Course Accessibility Letter may be created and sent to professors, which informs 
faculty of potential course access and accommodations that might be necessary and reasonable. Determining 
reasonable access and accommodations requires consideration of the course design, course learning objectives and 
the individual academic and course barriers experienced by the student. Further conversation with SAS, faculty and 
the student may be warranted to ensure an accessible course experience. 
 


Campus Safety Statement 
Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise during class, everyone needs to work together. Students 
should be aware of their surroundings and familiar with some basic safety and security concepts. 


• In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance. 
• Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall near the door. Students 


should make a note of the guide’s physical location and review the online version at 
<http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html>. 


• Students should know the evacuation routes from each of their classrooms and have a plan for finding safety 
in case of an emergency. 


• If there is a medical emergency during class, students may need to access a first-aid kit or AED (Automated 
External Defibrillator). To learn where those are located, see <http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/AEDlocations-UCF> 
(click on link from menu on left). 


• To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text alerts by going to 
<https://my.ucf.edu> and logging in. Click on “Student Self Service” located on the left side of the screen in 
the toolbar, scroll down to the blue “Personal Information” heading on the Student Center screen, click on 
“UCF Alert”, fill out the information, including e-mail address, cell phone number, and cell phone provider, 
click “Apply” to save the changes, and then click “OK.” 


• Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their instructors outside of 
class. 


• To learn about how to manage an active-shooter situation on campus or elsewhere, consider viewing this 
video (<https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk>). 


 


Deployed Active Duty Military Students Statement 
Students who are deployed active duty military and/or National Guard personnel and require accommodation should 
contact their instructors as soon as possible after the semester begins and/or after they receive notification of 
deployment to make related arrangements.  
 


Discrimination 
I am committed to encouraging a caring and supportive atmosphere on campus and to promoting a campus climate 
that understands and respects the needs of a culturally, ethnically, physically, and socially diverse student body. There 
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will be no discrimination in this class. No discrimination will be tolerated whether it is against a protected class of 
individuals, or not, and there will be no discrimination based on ideas or opinions either. Please let me know as soon as 
possible if you feel that you have been treated unjustly; I will listen to your concerns and take appropriate action. 
 
Copyright 
This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, images, text materials, 
etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use doctrine in order to enhance the learning 
environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, download or distribute these items. The use of these materials 
is strictly reserved for this classroom environment and your use only. All copyright materials are credited to 
the copyright holder. 
 
Third-Party Software and FERPA 
During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or software 
applications sometimes called third-party software such as a blog or wiki. While some of these could be 
required assignments, you need not make any personally identifying information on a public site. Do not 
post or provide any private information about yourself or your classmates. Where appropriate you may use 
a pseudonym or nickname. Some written assignments posted publicly may require personal 
reflection/comments, but the assignments will not require you to disclose any personally identity-sensitive 
information. If you have any concerns about this, please contact your instructor. 
 


Course schedule and assignments 
Disclaimer 
Every effort has been made to provide an accurate outline of course topics, requirements, and 
expectations; however, changes may occur throughout the semester and these will be announced during 
lectures and in announcements. If absent from class, it is the student’s responsibility to inform him- or 
herself of any changes. Check Webcourses before class for any announcements or changes posted on the 
course homepage. 
 
Dates to remember:  The SPRING Academic calendar can be found online at: 
http://calendar.ucf.edu/2020/spring 
Late registration, Add/Drop: January 6-10th, 2020 
Withdrawal deadline for this course: March 20th, 2020 
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Class Weekly Reading SCHEDULE: 
Concept of Violence and Readings (Assignment deadlines can be found online) 
 
Module 0 Introduction to Anthropology of Violence 
  Eller: Chapter 1 
  Sh & B Ch1  


Riches (1986) 
Module 1 Theories of Violence (and Peace) 
 Eller (2006) Chapter 2 
 Accomazzo (2012) 
Module 2 Violence in Popular Culture and Media (TV, films, video games, literature, fine arts, etc) 
 Young (2010) Chapter 1, 3 
Module 3 Non-human Violence (significance of patterns of intraspecies aggression) 


Crofoot and Wrangham(2009) 
Wrangham etal. (2006) 


Module 4 Human Capacity for Violence  
Eller: Chapter 3 
SH & B: Chapter 7-12, 16, 18 
Van de Berghe (1974) 


Module 5  Evolution of Violence (evidence of early aggressive behaviors in our hominid ancestors) 
  Eller: Chapter 4 
  Keeley (1996) Chapters 1 and 9 


Chagnon (1984) 
Module 6 Socially Sanctioned Violence (Legal punishment, ritual, combat sports, self-defence) 
 Eller: Chapter 6 and 7 
 SH & B: Chapters 46-49  
 Smith (2000) 
Module 7  State Level Violence 
  Eller: Chapter 8 and 9 
  SH & B: Chapter 51, 49  (terrorism) 
Module 8  Victims of Violence (gender violence, women) 
  Eller: Chapter 5 


Gentry (2015) 
Film: When Women Kill 


Module 9  SPRING BREAK 
Module 10 Intimate Violence (Children/Elders/Suicide) 
  Korbin (2003) 


Sh & B Ch 33 
  TBD reading 
Module 11 Role of Forensic Investigations as Crimes against Humanity 


Komar (2005) 
SH & B 21 
Film: Following Antigone 


Module 12 Structural and Symbolic Violence 
  Farmer (2004) 
  Sh & B 32 
Module 13 Peaceful Societies and Conflict Resolution 


Fry (2007) Chapter 1-6 
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