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EDUCATION

Ph.D.
Rice University. Socio-cultural Anthropology. 2015
M.Div.

New York Theological Seminary. 2008

B.S.

State University of New York at Downstate, Physician Assistant Studies. 2001
B.A.

Fordham University, Economics. 1993
ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS
2017-present
Assistant Professor. Department of Anthropology. University of Central Florida


Affiliation with the Women’s and Gender Program

2016-2017
Postdoctoral Fellow. Institute for Research on the African Diaspora in the Americas and the Caribbean, The Graduate Center, City University of New York
2016
Adjunct Lecturer. Department of Sociology and Anthropology, Fordham University

2015-2016
Visiting Scholar. Women, Gender and Sexuality Studies Program and 
Africana Studies Program, Lehigh University

2014-2015
Adjunct Lecturer. Department of Anthropology, Rutgers, State University of New Jersey 
2014
Adjunct Lecturer. Women’s and Gender Studies Department, New Jersey City University

2014-2015
Visiting Scholar. Women, Gender and Sexuality Studies Program, Lehigh University 
2013-2014
Sarah Pettit Doctoral Fellow, LGBT Studies, Yale University

2012-2013
Visiting Doctoral Researcher. ISC/MUSA-UFBA (Instituto Saude Colectivo/Saude da Mulher, Universidade Federal da Bahia)
MEDICAL PROFESSION

2014-2017
Hematology-Oncology Physician Assistant. Montefiore Medical Center. New York City
2009-2012
HIV/AIDS Specialist/Physician Assistant. St. Hope Foundation. Houston
2007-2008
Internal Medicine Physician Assistant. Montefiore Medical Center. New York City
2004-2006
Internal Medicine Physician Assistant. NewYork-Presbyterian Cornell Medical Center. 

2002-2004
Neurosurgery Physician Assistant. NewYork-Presbyterian Cornell Medical Center. 
AREAS OF RESEARCH
gynecology; sexuality and gender; lesbian/queer praxis; race and anti-racism; afrofutures; ethics and ethical subjects; gynecological violence and sexual misconduct; medical industrial complex, racial capitalism, and gender domination; reproductive and breast cancers; human bioenergy. Sites: Salvador-Bahia, Brazil and United States.
PUBLICATIONS

Peer-Reviewed Book
Revise and Resubmit
Wellbeing into Afrofutures: Black Lesbian Affective Disruptions of Brazilian Gynecology (100% Completed Manuscript with Duke University Press)
Peer-Reviewed Articles 
2019 
Falu, Nessette. “Vivência Negra: Black Lesbian Virgins’ Affective Experiences in Brazilian Gynecology.” Medical Anthropology. 38(8):695-709.
2020
Falu, Nessette. “Ain’t I Too A Mulher?: Implications Of Black Lesbians Wellbeing, Self-care, And Gynecology In Brazil.” Journal for Latin American and Caribbean Anthropology. 25(1):48-66.
Non-Peer Review Book Chapters
2020 (in-progress, invited)
“Rethinking Queer/ing Reproduction.” Routledge Handbook of Anthropology and Reproduction. Eds. Sallie Han and Cecilia Tomori.

2017
“Planned Parenthood and Culture.” In Women’s Rights: Reflections in Popular Culture. Ed. Ann. M. Savage. Greenwood Press.
2013

“Invisible Hands: An Epistemology of Black Religious Thought and Black Lesbian Sexual 


Desire that Disrupts Crystallized Culture.” In Ain’t I a Womanist Too?:Third Wave 



Womanist Religious Thought. Ed. Monica A. Coleman. Fortress Press.
Book Reviews (Editor Review)
2020
Arts of Being Yoruba: Divination, Allegory, Tragedy, Proverb, Panegyric by Adelele Adeeko. Magic, Ritual, and Witchcraft Journal. (Invited) 
2017
Queer Caribbean Speaks: Interviews with Writers, Artists, and Activists by Kofi Omoniyi Sylvanus Campbell. New West Indian Guide. January 2017. (Invited)
Public Articles 
2016
“Gynecology Talk: Race-Sexuality-Class Privilege and Reproductive Encounters” Council on 
Anthropology and Reproduction Newsletter, Fall 2016. 
2016
“Silenced Prejudices and the Gynecological Encounter,” Anthropology News. June 29, 2016.
CONFERENCES

Invited Symposiums 
2020
Women in Academia Panel. 2020 WomanFest. University of Central Florida, Orlando. (CANCELLED -COVID 19).
2015 
“Queering Virginity: Lésbicas Negras’ Ethico-Political Negotiations of ‘De-sexualization’ in Brazilian 
Gynecology,” Queering Anthropology Conference, Yale University.
2013
“A invisibilidade torna-se visível: A marginalização Racial e Sexual de Lésbicas Negras na atenção 
ginecológica em Salvador,” ISC/MUSA-UFBA, Salvador-Bahia.
2013
“Práticas Gineco-Éticas Ambíguas: Políticas Públicas, Éticas, Vulnerabilidades e Liberdade para 
Lésbicas Negras em Salvador,” ISC/MUSA-UFBA, Salvador-Bahia

2010
 “Invisible Hands: An Epistemology of Black Religious Thought and Black Lesbian Sexual Desire that 
Disrupts Crystallized Culture,” Ain’t I a Womanist Too?: Third Wave Womanist Religious Thought 
Conference, Claremont Theological School.
Presentations and Roundtables at National and International Meetings

2020
“Body Scan: Visual Affects and Body Politics of Black Lesbians in Brazilian Gynecology.” Brazilian Studies Association meeting. Austin. (CANCELLED -COVID 19).
2019
“Black Queer Feminisms.” Roundtable. American Anthropological Association meeting. Vancouver, Canada.

2019
“Body Scan: Visual Affects, Body Politics, and Black Lesbian Resistance in Brazilian Gynecology.” ABRE Paris. 
2019
“Vivência Negra: Experiências Afetivas Das Virgens Negras Lésbicas Na Ginecologia Brasileira.” Congresso Baiano De Pesquisadorxs Negrxs. Salvador, BA. Brazil.
2019
“Reproductive Narratives: Mapping Non-normativity, Racialization, and Ethical Life in Brazil.” 13th International Conference of the Collegium for African American Research. University of Central Florida. Orlando.

2018
“Just Medicine: Radical Articulations against the Racial Capitalist Medical Industrial Complex.” National Women’s Studies Association meeting. Atlanta. 
2017
“I am Not Your Negro: Rethinking Race Relations and Becoming Ethical Subjects.” American 
Anthropological Association meeting. Washington, D.C.
2017
“Black Queer Healthy Lives Matter: Resisting Silence, Transforming Wellbeing, and Forging Freedom.” 

National Women’s Studies Association meeting. Baltimore.

2017
“Still Braver than Brave: Race, Queer Lives, Reproduction, and Visions of Liberation.

National Women’s Studies Association meeting. Baltimore.
2017
“Biosocial Wellbeing: Hysterectomies, Reproductive Health, and Masculinities Among Black Lesbians in 
Brazil.” Association for the Study of the Worldwide African Diaspora meeting. Seville, Spain.
2017
“Etico-Politico: Black Lesbian Activism and Ethical Recognitions in Brazil,” Berkshire Conference on the 
History of Women, Genders and Sexuality. Presenter and organizer. Hofstra University.
2017
“Ethical Encounters: The Disjunctures of Narrativizing Masculinities, Race, and ‘Best Place’ in Brazilian 
Gynecology,” IRADAC Fellows Symposium. Graduate Center, CUNY. 
2017
“Etico-Politico: Reform to Black Lesbian Ethical Life in Brazilian Gynecology,” Society for Applied 
Anthropology, Santa Fe. 
2016
“Good Intentions, Chronic Neglect: Decolonizing Healthcare Reform and Access for Black Women in 
Brazil.” National Women's Studies Association. Montréal.
2016
“Race-Reproductivities: The R-R Politics of Evidence, Accident, and Discovery.” Executive Program 
Committee and Session. American Anthropological Association meeting, Minneapolis.
2016
“R-R of Feminist Biopolitics: Race-Reproductivities and Decolonial Apertures.” National Women's Studies 
Association. Montréal.
2015
“Queer-ness of Virginity and the Vaginal Speculum: Lésbicas Negras’ Ethico-Political Negotiations in 
Brazilian Gynecology,” American Anthropological Association meeting, Denver.
2015
“A Dor da Cor: Diasporic Interpretations of Prejudice, Gynecology, and Well-Being among Black 
Lesbians in Salvador-Bahia,” Association for the Study of the Worldwide African Diaspora meeting, 
Charleston.
2015
“Queer Lives Matter Too: An Anthropology of Images on Sexual Health, Social Well-Being, and 
Freedom.” Society for the Anthropology of North America meeting, New York City.
2014
“Seu Preconceito!”: The Prevalence of Prejudice and Its Impact upon Lésbicas Negras, Brazilian 
Gynecology, and Public Discourses.” American Anthropological Association, Washington D.C.
2014
African Diaspora Religions and Indigenous Theory. American Academy of Religion meeting, San Diego
2013
“Foucault’s Practices of Freedom, Transnational Biopower, and the Interdisciplinarity of Anthropology of 
Ethics.” American Anthropological Association meeting, Chicago.
.
2013
“Not Born but Constructed a Womanist: Lésbicas Negras Travel from Candomble to Gynecology,” 
National Women’s Studies Association meeting, Cincinnati.
2013
“Not Born but Constructed a Womanist: Lésbicas Negras Traveling from Candomble into Gynecology,” III 
Seminario Enlacando Sexualidades, Salvador-Bahia.
2012
 “Ambiguous Belonging(s): Feminist Inquiries into Displaced Subjectivities, Bodies, Social Networks, and 
Social Change.” National Women’s Studies Association meeting, Oakland.
2012
‘“Meu Energia Sexual”: Therapeutic Ethics and Lesbian Subjectivities Contesting Brazilian Gynecological 
Biopolitics,’ National Women’s Studies Association meeting, Oakland.
2012 
""Que Bonito!": The Transposition of U.S. Queer of Color Photographic Calendars and Affect Among 
Lesbicas Negras In Salvador-Bahia," American Anthropological Association meeting, San Francisco. 
2012
‘“Meu Energia Sexual”: Lesbian Subjectivities and Brazilian Gynecology,’ ABEAH Conference, Salvador-
Bahia.
2011
“Crossing State Borders and Boundaries: Dipping and Dabbing of Black Lesbian Subjectivities and 
Processes of Liminality,” Center for the Study of Women, Gender and Sexuality. Rice University, Houston.
2010
“Black Religious Identities of Invisible Hands: Epistemologies of Desire and Religion in Crystallized 
Culture,” American Academy of Religion, Montreal.
2009
“Black Queer Women in Cinema: A Search for Ultimate Meaning,” Center for the Study 
of Women, 
Gender and Sexuality. Rice University, Houston.
2006
“Human Suffering, HIV/AIDS and Black Theology for the Twenty-First Century,” American Academy of 
Religion meeting, Washington, D.C.
Conference Panels and Symposiums Organized

2017
“I am Not Your Negro: Rethinking Race Relations and Becoming Ethical Subjects.” Roundtable. Organizer 
and Panelist. American Anthropological Association meeting. Washington, D.C.
2017
“Black Queer Healthy Lives Matter: Resisting Silence, Transforming Wellbeing, and Forging Freedom.” 
Roundtable. Organizer and panelist. National Women’s Studies Association meeting. Baltimore.

2017
“Still Braver than Brave: Race, Queer Lives, Reproduction, and Visions of Liberation.

A Roundtable. National Women’s Studies Association meeting. Baltimore.
2017
IRADAC Fellows Symposium titled: “Narrative in Practice: Opacity, Dissonance, Encounter, 
Underground, and Erasure.” Graduate Center, CUNY. 

2017
“Etico-Politico: Reform to Black Lesbian Ethical Life in Brazilian Gynecology,” Society for Applied 
Anthropology, Santa Fe. 
2016
“Race-Reproductivities: The R-R Politics of Evidence, Accident, and Discovery.” Executive Program 
Committee and Session. American Anthropological Association meeting, Minneapolis.
2016
“R-R of Feminist Biopolitics: Race-Reproductivities and Decolonial Apertures.” National Women's Studies 
Association. Montréal.
2013
“Foucault’s Practices of Freedom, Transnational Biopower, and the Interdisciplinarity of Anthropology of 
Ethics.” American Anthropological Association meeting, Chicago.
2012
 “Ambiguous Belonging(s): Feminist Inquiries into Displaced Subjectivities, Bodies, Social Networks, and 
Social Change.” National Women’s Studies Association meeting, Oakland. 
2011
Graduate Student Symposium. Center for the Study of Women, Gender and Sexuality. Rice University, 
Houston.
2009
Graduate Student Symposium. Center for the Study of Women, Gender and Sexuality. Rice University, 
Houston.
Conference Panels Chaired

2016
“Aesthetics and The Ethical Subject: An Interactive Roundtable.” American Anthropological 
Association meeting, Minneapolis.
2016
“The Biopolitics of Gendered ‘Blackness’:  Transnational Perspectives on Women, Race, and Health.” 
American Anthropological Association meeting, Minneapolis.
2015
“Safety is an Illusion: Violence, Trauma, and Pedagogy.” American Anthropological Association meeting, 
Denver.
Invited Workshops 

2019
Participant at scholarly and socio-political international workshop titled, “Afro-Latin American Studies: Visibility, Collaboration and Protagonism.” The Center for Latin American Studies, University of Florida. Gainesville.

2018
Participant at scholarly working papers and invited workshop titled, “Interrogating the Intersections of Race and Reproduction in Medicine, Science, and Technology.” Workshop led by Dr. Daisy Deomampo and Dr. Natali Valdez and funded by the Wenner-Gren Foundation. Fordham University, New York.

Conference Poster Presentation

2011
“Rethinking Anthropological Methodology and Theory: Queering Theory and Practice in the HIV/AIDS 
Clinical Setting” Yale University, Eighth-Annual Yale Bouchet Conference on Diversity in Graduate 
Education. Poster.
Journal Manuscript Reviews

Feminist Anthropology Journal (2020)

Journal for Latin American and Caribbean Anthropology (2020)

The Pegasus Review: UCF Undergraduate Research Journal (2020)
Transforming Anthropology (2019)
Visual Anthropology (2017)
Journal and Equity and Excellence in Education (2017)
External Grant and Fellowship Review
Mellon International Dissertation Research Fellowship Program, The Social Science Research Council (2020)
PUBLIC LECTURES
Invited
2019
James Weldon Johnson Speaker Series. Africana Studies Program. University of Central Florida, Orlando.

2019
Plenary Speaker, Department of Anthropology, Graduate Symposium, University of Georgia, Athens.

2018
Colloquium Speaker. ISC/MUSA-UFBA, Salvador-Bahia
2017
Colloquium Speaker, Department of Anthropology, Graduate Center, CUNY


2014
Women, Gender and Sexuality Studies Program, Lehigh University
2014
Sarah Pettit Fellowship Public Lecture. LGBT Studies. Yale University
2013
Bouchet Seminar Series. Yale University
2013
Research Skills for Gender, Race, and Sexuality Studies Class Lecture. Universidade Federal da 
Bahia
AWARDS AND CERTIFICATES
2018
FECSWF Faculty Mentoring Community Program Certificate. University of Central Florida. $300
2015
Graduate Certificate, Center for Women, Gender and Sexuality Studies. $2800

2008
President’s Award, New York Theological Seminary
2001
Professional Recognition Award, Physician Assistant Program. State University of New York at Downstate
RESEARCH GRANTS AND FELLOWSHIPS 
External Grants
2013-2014
Sarah Pettit Doctoral Fellowship, LGBT Studies, Yale University. $20,000.
2012

Dissertation Fieldwork, Ruth Landes Research Memorial Fund. $28,000.
2012

Dissertation Fieldwork, Social Sciences Research Institute, Rice University. $3000
2012

Dissertation Fieldwork, Center for the Study of Women, Gender and Sexuality, Rice University. 


$500
2007

Travel grant to Salvador-Bahia, Brazil, Center of World Christianity, NYTS $1000
2006

Community Project Grant, American Academy of Religion, $2000
TEACHING 
Teaching Workshops Attended

2020
CIP FLIPing Content Workshop 
2019
FTCL Summer Conference
2017
Completed Integrative Digital Learning course. 
Undergraduate Mentoring and Advisement
ANT 4912
8 courses since Summer 2018

ANT 4906
1 Independent Study

ANT 4903H
3 Directed Readings I 
ANT 4970H
2 Honors Undergraduate Thesis I
ANT 4971H
1 Honors Undergraduate Thesis II

ANT 3949
Fall 2019 Advisor for Student Intern, Seher Anwer.
· Active faculty member of Global Health Internship, International Medical Outreach and UCF Department of Anthropology (2018-present).
Honors in the Major Chair
Guadalupe Rivas Navarro, Anthropology major (Chair: Dr. Nessette Falu). Thesis: An Anthropological Study of Latinx Undocumented Immigrants and the Political Resources in Activist Organizations
Corey Bazemore, Biology major, Interdisciplinary thesis (Chair: Dr. Nessette Falu). Thesis: Women in Gynecology and Obstetrics: The Effect of Gender Bias, Gender Equity, and Agency in the Workplace
Marisa Norzagaray, Anthropology major (Chair: Dr. Nessette Falu). Thesis: The Bilingual Gender: An Exploration of Gender-Neutral Speech in Spanish-Speaking Americans
Honors in the Major Committee Member

Jahleya Lindo. (Chair: Dr. Beatriz Reyes-Foster). Thesis: A Full-Spectrum Ethnography: How Birth Expectations are Constructed Over A Lifetime. Proposal stages.
Selina Hays. (Chair: Dr. Beatriz Reyes-Foster). Thesis: It’s Just a Bad Period” and Other Ways of Dismissing Women’s Pain: An Ethnographic Look into the Experience of Endometriosis. Defense date: 3/24/20.
Akanne Torres (Chair: Dr. Beatriz Reyes-Foster). Thesis: Research on Mexican and Puerto-Rican Parent’s Language Ideologies Concerning Their Children’s Language Use in Central Florida
 Defense date. 11/18/19.

Sean Skillings, Political Science major (Chair: Bruce Wilson). Thesis: Impact of Religiosity, Economics, and EU Leverage on LGBT Acceptance in Eastern Europe. Defense date: 11/18/19.
Karli Reeves. (Chair: Dr. Joanna Mishtal). Thesis: Experiences of Young LGBT+ Adults with Sexual and Reproductive Health Education. Defense date: 4/30/19

Undergraduate Courses Taught

University of Central Florida

Medical Anthropology, ANT 4462
Race Matters: Anthropology of Racism, ANT 3451

Peoples and Cultures in Latin America, ANT 4332
Introduction to Cultural Anthropology, ANT 2410
Language and Culture, ANT 3410
Fordham University

Introduction to Cultural Anthropology

Rutgers, State University of New Jersey

Body Politics

Medical Anthropology

Sexuality and Eroticism in Global Perspectives
New Jersey City University

Introduction to Women’s and Gender Studies
Race, Class and Gender Activism
State University of New York at Downstate, Physician Assistant Program
Neurosurgery
Graduate Mentoring and Thesis Committees
MA Committees

Alison Whitmore. (Chair: Dr. Beatriz Reyes-Foster). Master’s Degree Thesis: Transgender Identity in the Pagan/Wiccan communities of Orlando. Defense date: July 2020.
Lea Harvey. (Chair: Dr. Beatriz Reyes-Foster). Master’s Degree Thesis: Trouble in Paradise: Impacts of Theme Park Tourism on the Mental Health of Employees in Orlando, Florida. Defense date: 11/7/19.

Amber Morrison. (Chair: Dr. Joanna Mishtal). Master’s Degree Thesis: The Wonder Women: Understanding Gender in Cosplay Performance. Defense date: 4/4/19.

PhD Committees

Chelsea Daws (Chair: Dr. Ty Matejowsky)
Rachael Root (Chair: Dr. Beatriz Reyes-Foster)
Graduate Courses Taught
University of Central Florida

Advanced Medical Anthropology, ANT 5738

Graduate Center, CUNY

Anthropology of Ethics, ANT 70800
SERVICE

SERVICE TO THE DEPARTMENT

Leadership

2020 
Oversee medical anthropology minor and global health certificate program (Spring-Fall only)
2018-
Strategic planning, interviewing, and organizing with International Medical Outreach and UCF Department of Anthropology for the Global Health Internship.

Committees

2018-2020 
Chair - Speaker Series Committee 
· 2019-2020 Raised co-sponsorship: $200 for public lecture of Dr. Vania Smith-Oka

· 2018-2019 Raised co-sponsorship: $1000 for public lecture of Dr. Jason DeLeon

· 2017-2018 Raised co-sponsorships: $1300 for public lecture of Dr. Dana-Ain Davis

2018 - 

Undergraduate Studies Program Committee

Other Service 

2017

Writing Workshop, Writing an Abstract Module. Faculty Co-facilitator

SERVICE TO THE COLLEGE

2018

Student Academic Appeal Committee Review

2017-2018
Completion of Dean’s New Faculty Mentoring Program

SERVICE TO THE UNIVERSITY
Leadership

2018-
Faculty Advisor to WE, Womyx Everywhere UCF Student group for queer women of color. 
Committees

2018-2021
Africana Studies Program Advisory Committee

· Review scholarship applications for Africana Studies Program

2018-2019
Dively-Dupuis LGBTQ+ Scholarship
· Reviewed scholarship applications

2017-

Undergraduate Research Council

· Yearly review of scholarships applications

· Judge for Undergraduate Research 
Invited Presentations, Panels, and Workshops
2019
Film Discussion Facilitator, “Same Difference” for UCF Pride Faculty and Staff Association

2019
Workshop facilitator, “Safe Spaces, Safer Speculum.” Organized and sponsored by Reproductive Justice Knights and Womxn Everywhere Student Organizations for Queer WOC.
2018
Presentation “Gynecology and Reform” to Reproductive Justice Knights Student Organization

2018
Presentation “Womanism” to the National Organization for Women (NOW) Student Chapter

2018
Panel discussant, “Feminicide in Latin America” organized by She's The First, a student organization.
Other University Service

2018-2019
Evaluator of Undergraduate Research Grant Applications, Office of Undergraduate Research

2018

Judge for LEAD Scholars Social Change Showcase
2018

Stoling at the Nguzo Saba Program Graduation of the Multicultural Student Center.
SERVICE TO THE PROFESSION

2018-2020
Director of Communication, Executive Board, Anthropological Queer Association, AAA
2019

Program Session Reviewer, National Women’s Studies Association
2017-2018
Program Committee Member, AQA, AAA
2012-2016
Program Committee Member, ABA, AAA
PUBLIC SERVICE 
2016-2017
Medical Education Reform Committee on Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, and Queer Health 

and Medicine. Albert Einstein Medical School. Bronx, NY.

PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT PROJECT
The GYNO Project (thegynoproject.com) is a new in-progress (2019) multi-media public educational, research platform, narrative forum, and visual arts project intended to address issues of violence, vulnerability, and agency among all women locally, nationally and internationally on reproductive and gynecological health. This project is under development. Research Assistant: Alexis Chamorro, UCF Undergraduate Student. 
FILM DOCUMENTARY PROJECT

“Untitled Lésbicas Negras in Salvador”

Executive Producer and Writer: Nessette Falu

Logline: This documentary explores the lives of three Black lesbians (lésbicas Negras) in Salvador-Bahia, Brazil and their individualized circumstances and opinions toward the “preconceito” (prejudice and pre-ideas) that silences and negates respect and visibility toward their sexuality in gynecological medical and surgical care. The illustrative drawing film exposes how they draw upon their already existing marginal Afro-religious experiences to confront the intersections of race, gender, class, and sexuality and reimaging an afrofuturistic vision of wellbeing. Post-Production: through 2020
PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS

Brazilian Studies Association

Associação de Brasilianistas na Europa

American Anthropological Association
Association for Queer Anthropology
Association of Black Anthropologists

National Women’s Studies Association

Association for the Study of the Worldwide African Diaspora

American Academy of Physician Assistants
Race and Reproductivities Working Group

LANGUAGES
Portuguese and Spanish
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