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Instructor Vance Geiger, PhD 
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Phone 407-823-3779 


Email vance.geiger@ucf.edu 


Course Information 


Cultural Anthropology  


ANT2410  


3  


Fall 2022  


mixed mode   


Course TA  - Megan Phillips 
Email - megan.phillips@ucf.edu 


Course Description 


This class is an introduction to cultural anthropology, its methods, concepts and a survey of the cross 
cultural findings of anthropologists. In addition, we will be using research conducted by your instructor 
in a refugee camp as illustrations of the concepts you will learn and how they can be useful in 
understanding human behavior. 


Course Objectives 


• Students gain an appreciation of how culture impacts human behavior. 


• Students comprehend that culture is a holistic phenomena, where subsistence, social 
organization, beliefs, technology, language, politics, and economics are all inter-related. 


• Students understand the biological basis of culture and the unique capabilities of humans to 
create culture. 







• Students understand the basis of natural selection and what biological evolution is. 


• Students understand the relationship from some of the important developments of human 
evolution (bipedalism, big heads) and the biological basis of culture in Homo sapiens 


• Students understand that real cross-cultural comparisons must include all aspects of a culture 
including subsistence, social organization, religion and beliefs, etc. 


Learning Outcomes 


• Students demonstrate through answers to assignments and discussion responses that they have 
read and comprehended the online material and supplemental texts. 


• Students demonstrate through answers to assignments that they have acquired the capability to 
be analytical when addressing aspects of cultures. 


• Students demonstrate through answers to assignments that they have the capability to 
synthesize aspects of a culture to reveal the relationships between subsistence, social 
organization and beliefs. 


Required Text 


The Big Gamble - available as a pdf in Webcourses 


Refugee Camp Readings provided in Webcourses 


Core Concepts in Cultural Anthropology by Lavenda and Schultz ISBN 9780190924768 - ebook; 
9780190924751 - paperback 


Course Requirements 


Important Information: There is a syllabus quiz that you need to take before Friday 8/27 at 11:55 pm. 
The quiz establishes your engagement in the class for financial aid purposes so you need to take it. 
Failing to take the quiz by the Friday deadline can result in delaying your financial aid. The score on the 
quiz does not affect your grade. 


The class is organized by weeks. Within each week, there are modules. The modules contain material 
from your instructor that supplements the texts. The modules are required. They are your instructor’s 
way of providing what you miss in lectures. Consequently, there will be a substantial amount of material 
from the modules on the exams. Further, in some cases you will not be able to do the assignments 
unless you have done the modules. The assignments are things you must do for credit, and they have set 
due dates. Please consult the Schedule for more details. 


Evaluation and Grading 


Assignment Points 


Exam 1 100 


Exam 2 100 



https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1385314/modules

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1385314/pages/schedule





Exam 3 100 


15 Online quizzes @ 10 points each 


3 Discussion posts and responses 20 points each 


150 


60 


Total 510 points 


  


Online Exams 


The exams will be available for specified days (see Schedule). You must take the exam during those 
specified days or it will have been missed. Once you begin the exam, you will have two hours to 
complete it. At the end of two hours, it will automatically close. The exams will have only multiple choice 
questions and you should be able to complete the exams within one hour (this is the case when your 
instructor gives them in face-to-face classes), but you get two hours. 


Online Quizzes 


There are weekly quizzes.  Some weeks have more then one quiz to complete.  Quizzes have due 
dates.  There are no make up quizzes.  There are 20 quizzes, some on the online material, some on the 
Core Concepts text.  I will use the 15 quizzes with the highest scores for your grade, thus you have 20 to 
make 15.  


Online Discussions 


The discussions pose questions for you to engage with the class material and think about it. The 
discussion format is also a way to consider how other students in the class think about the material or 
the issues presented in the class. The goal is to create a thoughtful and analytical response to the 
question, and also to other student’s responses. The discussions are not for simply stating a 
preconceived opinion, or attempting to provoke an argument. So be thoughtful and respectful in your 
responses to the questions and other student’s responses. 


 


It is recommended that you write your response in Word, then go online and open that discussion and 
copy and paste your response. If you write first and save and then use copy and paste, you will have 
your responses saved to your computer in case something happens. If you write the response online and 
something happens during your composition and you are not finished, you will lose your work. Better to 
write it on your own computer and save it and then post it to the list. 


Very Important note: this is not cable news. Answer the question you are asked, not the question you 
wished had been asked.  One of the main reasons students lose points on written discussions is the 
failure to follow directions.   



https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1385314/pages/schedule





Letter Grade Percentage 


A 90-100 


B 80-89 


C 70-79 


D 60-69 


F 59 or below 


  


Missed Assignments/Make-Ups/Extra Credit 


Those who take all three regularly scheduled exams are exempted from the Make Up Exam. With 
advance notice of an issue or documented serious medical issue, I will allow a make up of an earlier 
exam. Anyone who misses a regularly scheduled exam MUST TAKE THE MAKE UP EXAM. The Make Up 
Exam is cumulative 


Remember there are no make up quizzes, you have 20 opportunities to have 15 scores to count. 


Discussions have due dates.  You can submit late discussions, but they receive 1/2 credit. 


There is a Make up Exam during finals week to make up a missed exam. 


There is no Extra credit 


Academic Integrity 


The Center for Academic Integrity (CAI) defines academic integrity as a commitment, even in the face of 
adversity, to five fundamental values: honesty, trust, fairness, respect, and responsibility. From these 
values flow principles of behavior that enable academic communities to translate ideals into action. 


http://academicintegrity.org/ (Links to an external site.) (Links to an external site.) 


  


UCF Creed: Integrity, scholarship, community, creativity, and excellence are the core values that guide 
our conduct, performance, and decisions. 


1. Integrity: I will practice and defend academic and personal honesty. 


2. Scholarship: I will cherish and honor learning as a fundamental purpose of my membership in 
the UCF community. 


3. Community: I will promote an open and supportive campus environment by respecting the 
rights and contributions of every individual. 


4. Creativity: I will use my talents to enrich the human experience. 



http://academicintegrity.org/





5. Excellence: I will strive toward the highest standards of performance in any endeavor I 
undertake. 


  


The following definitions of plagiarism and misuse of sources come from the Council of Writing Program 
Administrators <http://wpacouncil.org/node/9 (Links to an external site.) (Links to an external site.)> 
and have been adopted by UCF’s Department of Writing & Rhetoric. 


  


Plagiarism 


In an instructional setting, plagiarism occurs when a writer deliberately uses someone else’s language, 
ideas, or other original (not common-knowledge) material without acknowledging its source. This 
definition applies to texts published in print or on-line, to manuscripts, and to the work of other student 
writers. 


  


Misuse of Sources 


A student who attempts (even if clumsily) to identify and credit his or her source, but who misuses a 
specific citation format or incorrectly uses quotation marks or other forms of identifying material taken 
from other sources, has not plagiarized. Instead, such a student should be considered to have failed to 
cite and document sources appropriately. 


  


Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating 


UCF faculty members have a responsibility for your education and the value of a UCF degree, and so 
seek to prevent unethical behavior and when necessary respond to infringements of academic integrity. 
Penalties can include a failing grade in an assignment or in the course, suspension or expulsion from the 
university, and/or a "Z Designation" on a student's official transcript indicating academic dishonesty, 
where the final grade for this course will be preceded by the letter Z. For more information about the Z 
Designation, see http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgradeLinks to an external site.. 


For more information about UCF's Rules of Conduct, see http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/Links to an 
external site.. 


  


Unauthorized Use of Class Materials 


There are many fraudulent websites claiming to offer study aids to students but are actually cheat sites. 
They encourage students to upload course materials, such as test questions, individual assignments, and 
examples of graded material. Such materials are the intellectual property of instructors, the university, 
or publishers and may not be distributed without prior authorization. Students who engage in such 
activity are in violation of academic conduct standards and may face penalties. 



http://wpacouncil.org/node/9

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade

http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/





Unauthorized Use of Class Notes 


Faculty have reported errors in class notes being sold by third parties, and the errors may be 
contributing to higher failure rates in some classes.  


Third parties may be selling class notes from this class without my authorization. Please be aware that 
such class materials may contain errors, which could affect your performance or grade. Use these 
materials at your own risk. 


In-Class Recording Policy 


Students may, without prior notice, record video or audio of a class lecture for a class in which the 
student is enrolled for their own personal educational use.  A class lecture is defined as a formal or 
methodical oral presentation as part of a university course intended to present information or teach 
students about a particular subject. Recording classroom activities other than class lectures, including 
but not limited to lab sessions, student presentations (whether individually or part of a group), class 
discussion (except when incidental to and incorporated within a class lecture), clinical presentations 
such as patient history, academic exercises involving student participation, test or examination 
administrations, field trips, and private conversations is prohibited. Recordings may not be used as a 
substitute for class participation and class attendance, and may not be published or shared without the 
written consent of the faculty member. Failure to adhere to these requirements may constitute a 
violation of the University’s Student Code of Conduct as described in the Golden Rule. 


  


Course Accessibility Statement 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all persons with 
disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students with disabilities who 
need specific access in this course, such as accommodations, should contact the professor as soon as 
possible to discuss various access options. Students should also connect with Student Accessibility 
ServicesLinks to an external site. (Ferrell Commons, 7F, Room 185, sas@ucf.edu, phone (407) 823-2371). 
Through Student Accessibility Services, a Course Accessibility Letter may be created and sent to 
professors, which informs faculty of potential access and accommodations that might be reasonable. 


  


Campus Safety Statement 


Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise in our class, we will all need to work together. 
Everyone should be aware of the surroundings and familiar with some basic safety and security 
concepts. 


• In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance. 


• Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall near the door. 
Please make a note of the guide’s physical location and consider reviewing the online version 
at http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.htmlLinks to an external site..  



http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

mailto:sas@ucf.edu

http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html





• Familiarize yourself with evacuation routes from each of your classrooms and have a plan for 
finding safety in case of an emergency. (Insert class-specific details if appropriate) 


• If there is a medical emergency during class, we may need to access a first aid kit or AED 
(Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those items are located in this building, 
see http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/AEDlocations-UCFLinks to an external site.(click on link from menu 
on left).  (insert class specific information if appropriate) 


• To stay informed about emergency situations, sign up to receive UCF text alerts by going 
to ucf.eduLinks to an external site.and logging in.  Click on “Student Self Service” located on the 
left side of the screen in the tool bar, scroll down to the blue “Personal Information” heading on 
your Student Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the information, including your e-mail 
address, cell phone number, and cell phone provider, click “Apply” to save the changes, and 
then click “OK.” 


• If you have a special need related to emergency situations, please speak with me during office 
hours. 


• Consider viewing this video (You CAN Survive an Active Shooter(Links to an external site.) (Links 


to an external site.) ) about how to manage an active shooter situation on 
campus or elsewhere.  


  


Deployed Active Duty Military Students 


If you are a deployed active duty military student and feel that you may need a special accommodation 
due to that unique status, please contact your instructor to discuss your circumstances. 


Religious observances 


Students must notify their instructor in advance if they intend to miss class for a religious observance. 


  


  


  


 



http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/AEDlocations-UCF

http://my.ucf.edu/

https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk

https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk

https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk






Syllabus Fall 2022 


Welcome to Ant 2000H Fall 2022 


To access the class you can use either MyUcf or  webcourses@ucf.edu 


Within the weeks you will see what kind of assignments you must do. 


To do an assignment go to the assignments button on the class home page and pick from the list of 
assignments which one you are supposed to do and click it. 


 
Syllabus 
Instructor: Vance Geiger, PhD 
Office Hours:  M, T, W, TH 12 -2 
Office: Howard Philipps Hall 311C 
Office Phone: 407-823-3779 
E Mail: vance.geiger@ucf.edu 
Class – face to face TA 0222 
Texts 
The Pithouses of Keatley Creek by Hayden – available as a pdf in the class website 
 Callaghan and Williams – available as a pdf in the class website 
Perspectives: An Introduction to Cultural Anthropology – available in the class website 
A War of Witches available as pdf 
To Be Clear – All required texts are available as pdf’s in the class website. 


Explanations for Texts: 
Keatley Creek is an archaeology case study that provides a good example of how archaeology is done 
and how archaeologists reach their conclusions 
Callaghan and Williams is an introduction to physical anthropology and archaeology. 
Perspectives is an introduction to cultural anthropology 
A War of Witches, is an ethnography that illustrates points made in the cultural anthropology section of 
the course. 


 
Grading: Three 100 point exams                  = 300 points 
17 On-line Assignments (one is worth 20)  = 180 points 


 
Total Possible:  480 points 
A = 90 – 100% 
B = 80 – 89% 
C = 70 – 79% 
D = 60 – 69% 
E = Less than 60% 


 
 Weekly Modules 







The class is organized by sections (you can think of the sections as weeks).   Within each section there 
are modules and activities.  The modules contain material from your instructor that supplements the 
texts.  The supplemental modules are required.  They are your instructor’s way of providing what you 
miss in the lectures you would have in a face to face class.  Consequently, there will be a substantial 
amount of material from the modules on the exams.  Further, in some cases you will not be able to do 
the activities unless you have done the modules.  The activities are things you must do for credit.   
There are scheduled exam dates and due dates for the assignments.  You need to read the syllabus 
below and take note of the due dates. 


 
Grading 
On-Line Exams:  The exams will be available for specified days (see Schedule).  You must take the exam 
during those specified days or it will have been missed.  Once you begin the exam you will have two 
hours to complete it.  At the end of three hours it will automatically close.  The exams will have only 
multiple choice questions and you should be able to complete the exams within one hour (this is the 
case when you instructor gives them in face-to-face classes), but you get two hours. 


 
There are three regular exams in the course.  There is also a Make Up Exam that will open on the 
Saturday after the last day of class – The Make Up Exam is to make up a missed exam (Exam 1, Exam 2 
or Exam 3) and to provide students an opportunity, if they choose to improve their exam score (if they 
have taken Exam 1, 2 and Exam 3). 


 
On-Line Assignments: the syllabus below is organized by weeks that correspond to the sections in course 
content.  Within each week there is a list of sections to cover.  Read the online material in each section 
and the related material in the main text or supplemental texts.  Then do the assignments for those 
sections.  For example section 1 is to be done in week 1.  It is recommended that you write your posting 
in MS Word on your own computer and then go on-line and open that assignment and copy and paste 
your response.  If you write first and save and then use copy and paste you will have your responses 
saved to your computer in case something happens.  If you write the response on-line and something 
happens during your composition and you are not finished you will lose your work.  Better to write it on 
your own computer and save it and then post it to the assignment. 
There are due dates for the assignments.  You can do the assignments any time before the due date, you 
do not have to wait until the last minute to do them. 


 Late assignments will receive 1/2 credit. 


 
Warning: Do not copy someone else’s assignment and do not copy and paste from the online material 
into your assignments.  Both are plagiarism and the minimum penalty is a 0 for the assignment.   


 
Important note: Do not use attachments to do the assignments. 


Important note - NEVER USE PAGES!!!!  PAGES IS UNREADABLE IN CANVAS. 







Academic Integrity 
The Center for Academic Integrity (CAI) defines academic integrity as a commitment, even in the face of 
adversity, to five fundamental values: honesty, trust, fairness, respect, and responsibility. From these 
values flow principles of behavior that enable academic communities to translate ideals into action. 
http://academicintegrity.org/ (Links to an external site.) 
  
UCF Creed: Integrity, scholarship, community, creativity, and excellence are the core values that guide 
our conduct, performance, and decisions. 
1. Integrity: I will practice and defend academic and personal honesty. 
2. Scholarship: I will cherish and honor learning as a fundamental purpose of my membership in the UCF 
community. 
3. Community: I will promote an open and supportive campus environment by respecting the rights and 
contributions of every individual. 
4. Creativity: I will use my talents to enrich the human experience. 
5. Excellence: I will strive toward the highest standards of performance in any endeavor I undertake. 
  
The following definitions of plagiarism and misuse of sources come from the Council of Writing Program 
Administrators <http://wpacouncil.org/node/9 (Links to an external site.)> and have been adopted by 
UCF’s Department of Writing & Rhetoric. 
  
Plagiarism 
In an instructional setting, plagiarism occurs when a writer deliberately uses someone else’s language, 
ideas, or other original (not common-knowledge) material without acknowledging its source. This 
definition applies to texts published in print or on-line, to manuscripts, and to the work of other student 
writers. 
  
Misuse of Sources 
A student who attempts (even if clumsily) to identify and credit his or her source, but who misuses a 
specific citation format or incorrectly uses quotation marks or other forms of identifying material taken 
from other sources, has not plagiarized. Instead, such a student should be considered to have failed to 
cite and document sources appropriately. 
  
Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating 
UCF faculty members have a responsibility for your education and the value of a UCF degree, and so 
seek to prevent unethical behavior and when necessary respond to infringements of academic integrity. 
Penalties can include a failing grade in an assignment or in the course, suspension or expulsion from the 
university, and/or a "Z Designation" on a student's official transcript indicating academic dishonesty, 
where the final grade for this course will be preceded by the letter Z. For more information about the Z 
Designation, see http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade. 
For more information about UCF's Rules of Conduct, see http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/. 
  
Unauthorized Use of Class Materials 
There are many fraudulent websites claiming to offer study aids to students but are actually cheat sites. 
They encourage students to upload course materials, such as test questions, individual assignments, and 







examples of graded material. Such materials are the intellectual property of instructors, the university, 
or publishers and may not be distributed without prior authorization. Students who engage in such 
activity are in violation of academic conduct standards and may face penalties. 
Unauthorized Use of Class Notes 
Faculty have reported errors in class notes being sold by third parties, and the errors may be 
contributing to higher failure rates in some classes. The following is a statement appropriate for 
distribution to your classes or for inclusion on your syllabus: 
Third parties may be selling class notes from this class without my authorization. Please be aware that 
such class materials may contain errors, which could affect your performance or grade. Use these 
materials at your own risk. 


 
In-Class Recording Policy 


Students may, without prior notice, record video or audio of a class lecture for a class in which the 
student is enrolled for their own personal educational use.  A class lecture is defined as a formal or 
methodical oral presentation as part of a university course intended to present information or teach 
students about a particular subject. Recording classroom activities other than class lectures, including 
but not limited to lab sessions, student presentations (whether individually or part of a group), class 
discussion (except when incidental to and incorporated within a class lecture), clinical presentations 
such as patient history, academic exercises involving student participation, test or examination 
administrations, field trips, and private conversations is prohibited. Recordings may not be used as a 
substitute for class participation and class attendance, and may not be published or shared without the 
written consent of the faculty member. Failure to adhere to these requirements may constitute a 
violation of the University’s Student Code of Conduct as described in the Golden Rule. 


 
 
  
Course Accessibility Statement 
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all persons with 
disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students with disabilities who 
need specific access in this course, such as accommodations, should contact the professor as soon as 
possible to discuss various access options. Students should also connect with Student Accessibility 
Services (Ferrell Commons, 7F, Room 185, sas@ucf.edu, phone (407) 823-2371). Through Student 
Accessibility Services, a Course Accessibility Letter may be created and sent to professors, which informs 
faculty of potential access and accommodations that might be reasonable. 
  
Campus Safety Statement 
Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise in our class, we will all need to work together. 
Everyone should be aware of the surroundings and familiar with some basic safety and security 
concepts. 
* In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance. 
* Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall near the door. Please 
make a note of the guide’s physical location and consider reviewing the online version at 
http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html.  







* Familiarize yourself with evacuation routes from each of your classrooms and have a plan for finding 
safety in case of an emergency. (Insert class-specific details if appropriate) 
* If there is a medical emergency during class, we may need to access a first aid kit or AED (Automated 
External Defibrillator). To learn where those items are located in this building, see 
http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/AEDlocations-UCF (click on link from menu on left).  (insert class specific 
information if appropriate) 
* To stay informed about emergency situations, sign up to receive UCF text alerts by going to my.ucf.edu 
and logging in.  Click on “Student Self Service” located on the left side of the screen in the tool bar, scroll 
down to the blue “Personal Information” heading on your Student Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, 
fill out the information, including your e-mail address, cell phone number, and cell phone provider, click 
“Apply” to save the changes, and then click “OK.” 
* If you have a special need related to emergency situations, please speak with me during office hours. 
* Consider viewing this video (You CAN Survive an Active Shooter (Links to an external site.)) about how 
to manage an active shooter situation on campus or elsewhere.  
  
Deployed Active Duty Military Students 
If you are a deployed active duty military student and feel that you may need a special accommodation 
due to that unique status, please contact your instructor to discuss your circumstances. 


Religious Observances 


Students must notify their instructor in advance if they intend to miss class for a religious observance. 
  
Student Responsibilities (some of these apply only to online courses, but others apply to all courses) 


1.  You are responsible for having access to both a web capable computer and internet access 
throughout the entire period of this course. 


2.  You need to have MS word, Adobe Acrobat reader and Mozilla Firefox on your computer.  Not having 
access to these capabilities is not an excuse for missing a due date for either an assignment or an exam. 
With the exception of MS Word all of the required programs are available for free download. 


3.  You are responsible for reading the syllabus, including the due dates included in the syllabus.  The 
syllabus is available on the class homepage. Not reading the syllabus is not an excuse for missing a due 
date for either an assignment or an exam. 


4.  You are responsible for accessing the list of assignments in the class web site and taking not of the 
due dates for the assignments.  Missing an assignment because you have not looked at the assignments 
page in the class web site is not an excuse for missing an assignment. 


5.  UCF Instructors are only allowed to communicate with students through knights mail.  You are 
responsible for accessing your knights mail for information on the class on a bi-weekly basis.  Not 
accessing your knights mail account is not an excuse for not receiving information on upcoming exams 
and exam topics. If you have problem with knights mail it is your responsibility to contact the help desk 
and resolve the issue.  


6.  Exams in this course become available on Saturday mornings at 8 am and remain available until the 
following Monday at 11 55 pm.  The exam, once opened, will remain open for 2 – 3 hours (depending on 







the number of questions on the exam).  You must complete the exam once you open it.  There is only 
one chance to take an exam so be prepared before you open the exam.  The only excuse for missing an 
exam is a documented medical emergency.  The final exam is available to make up excused missed 
exams (not for trying to improve previous exam scores).  If you do have such an emergency you are 
responsible for notifying your instructor through e mail before the exam availability closes.  The final 
exam will be cumulative.  You are responsible for taking the exams during the period they are available.  
  
7.  You are responsible for asking any questions you have at the time you have them of your instructor 
through e mail.  Your instructor’s email is: vance.geiger@ucf.edu and can be found in the syllabus you 
are required to read.  Asking questions about issues that occurred more than a day after the problem 
occurs is not an excuse for missing a due date for an assignment or exam.   


8.  The syllabus clearly delineates the grading system for the course.  You are responsible for reading the 
syllabus and assessing how you are doing in the course. Your instructor cannot discuss grades through e 
mail or in any online format per FERPA regulations.  
  
9.  Your instructor cannot discuss your grades in this class to any outside interested party, no one.  If you 
are required to obtain information on your grades in a form requiring your instructor’s signature then 
you must present yourself in person with ID during your instructor’s on campus office hours found in the 
syllabus.  
  
10.  You have chosen to take an online course.  This means you have chosen to take a course that 
requires you to have and maintain access to the internet.  It also means that you have chosen a course 
that requires you to have access to more technology than other available alternatives.  Online courses 
also require more personal initiative than face to face courses that meet three or two times a 
week.  This is a choice you have made and are therefore responsible for.  Your instructor does not meet 
with you on a regular schedule (although there will be online office hours scheduled and your instructor 
does hold on campus office hours – see the syllabus) which means that you must take the initiative to 
inform your instructor of any problems you have.  


 
Schedule 


 
Week 1: 8/22:   
Introduction to Anthropology and Introduction to the Concept of Culture  
Reading: Online material, Callaghan and Williams chapter 1 


 
Syllabus quiz due 8/26 


 
Week 1 assignments due 8/29 


 
Week 2: 8/29 







Development of Evolutionary Theory, Inheritance and Microevolution, Primate Evolution and Fossil 
Primates . 


 
Reading: Section 2 online material, Callaghan and Williams chapter 2 


 
Week 2 assignment due 9/5 


 
Week 3: 9/5 Hominid Evolution. 


 
Reading: Section 3 online material, Callaghan and Williams chapter 4 


Week 3 assignment due 9/12 


 
Week 4: 9/12 Homo Habilis and Homo Erectus.  


 
Reading: Section 4 online material, Callaghan and Williams chapter 4 


 
Week 4 assignment due 9/19 


 
Week 5: 9/19 Archaic Homo sapiens to Anatomically Modern Humans 


 
Reading Section 5 online material 


 
Week 5 assignment due 9/26 


 
Exam 1 9/24 8 am – 9 /26 11 55 pm 


 
Week 6: 9/26 Modern Human Diversity and the Issue of Race.  


 
Reading: Section 6 online material, Callaghan and Williams chapter 3 


 
Week 6 assignment due 10/3 


 
Week 7: 10/3 Methods of Studying the Human Past (Keatley Creek). 


 
Reading: The Pithouses of Keatley Creek and online material 







 
Reading: Section 7 online material, Callaghan and Williams chapter 5 


 
Week 7 assignment due 10/10 


 
Week 8: 10/10 Linguistic Anthropology 


 
Reading: Section 8 online material, Perspectives chapter 4 


 
Week 8 assignment due 10/17 


 
Week 9: 10/17 Subsistence  


 
Reading: Section 9 online material, Perspectives chapter 5  


 
Week 9 assignment due 10/24 


 
Week 10: 10/24 Social Organization Kinship and Descent and Marriage and Family  


 
Reading Section 10 online material, Perspectives chapter 8 


 
Week 10 assignment due 10/31 


 
Exam 2 10/29 8 am – 10/31 11 55 pm 


 
Week 11:10/31 Economics 


 
Reading: online material, Perspectives chapter 6 


 
Begin reading “A War of Witches” 


 
Week 11 assignment due 11/7 


 
Week 12 11/7 Religion and (online material) 


Reading: Section 12 online material, Perspectives chapter 11, A War of Witches 







 
Week 12 assignment due 11/14 


 
Week 13: 11/14 Cultural change  


 
Reading: section 13 online material 


 
Week 13 assignment due 11/21 


 
Week 14: 11/21 Applied Anthropology – Refugees 


 
Reading: Online material, chapter 18 in Perspectives 


 
Week 14 assignment due 11/28 


 
Week 15 11/28 Globalization 


 
Week 15 assignment 12/2 


 
Exam 3 12/1 8 am – 12/2 11 55 pm 


 
12/2 Last day of class all assignments on-time or late due 11 55 pm 


 
Make Up Exam 12/3 8 am – 12/4 11 55 pm 


  


 








Syllabus Fall 2022 


Syllabus Fall 2022 


Syllabus: ANT 3312 Ethnography of North American Indians 


Instructor: Vance Geiger, PhD 


Online Office Hours in class chat: Tuesday 7 – 9 pm in the class chat 


Office: Main Campus Office Phillips Hall 3rd floor 311C 


Office Hours M - Th 12 - 2 


Phone: 407-823-3779 


E Mail: vance.geiger@ucf.edu 


The best way to contact me is through e mail. It is now a requirement that all students have a knights 
mail account. If you do not now have one you need to request one. All communication to the whole 
class, such as exam notices will be through class announcements and through myucf which goes only to 
knights mail accounts. 


TA  - None 


Optional Zoom lecture Th 7 - 8 pm - this is an optional zoom lecture (attendance is optional) covering 
the week's material and time for questions 


Texts: 


Native Peopes of North america available as pdf 


Keatley Creek available as a pdf  


The Cheyenne by Moore 


The Navajo by Downs 


  


This class will be an ethnographic survey of the Native Americans of different regions or culture areas in 
North America. The culture areas we will discuss will be: The Southeast, The Northeast, The Plains, The 
Southwest and the Northwest. There are five books required for the class. These books cover some of 
the areas we will discuss, but not all of them. Consequently, the material for the course will come from 
both the books and the online material. 


The Texts: There are two reasons for the texts. One is that in reading the various books you can get a 
sense of how anthropologists conduct research on a population. Some of the books (The Iroquois, The 
Cheyenne) include a lot of prehistory, history (post- contact) and then ethnography on modern 
populations. Other books focus primarily on specific ritual or the conditions of modern populations and 
conducting research among them (the Navajo). The other reason for the texts is the coverage of the 
people this course covers, in essence the information on the various groups. The books are required and 
you will need to read them. I will provide summaries of the texts online but the summary will not 



mailto:vance.geiger@ucf.edu





completely make up for having read the book. You will also notice that some texts are longer then 
others. I have built in more time during the semester for you to read the longer books. 


  


Student Responsibilities 


  


1. You are responsible for having access to both a web capable computer and internet access 
throughout the entire period of this course. Not being able to access the internet is not an 
acceptable excuse in a fully online course for missing a due date for either an assignment or 
exam. 


2. You need to have MS word, Adobe Acrobat reader and Mozilla Firefox on your 


computer. Not having access to these capabilities is not an excuse for missing a due date for either an 
assignment or an exam. With the exception of MS Word all of the required programs are available for 
free download. 


  


3. You are responsible for reading the syllabus, including the due dates included in the syllabus. 
The syllabus is available on the class homepage. Not reading the syllabus is not an excuse for 
missing a due date for either an assignment or an exam. 


  


4. You are responsible for accessing the list of assignments in the class web site and taking not of 
the due dates for the assignments. Missing an assignments because you have not looked at the 
assignments page in the class web site is not an excuse for missing an assignment. 


  


5. UCF Instructors are only allowed to communicate with students through knights mail. You are 
responsible for accessing you knights mail for information on the class on a bi- weekly basis. Not 
accessing your knights mail account is not an excuse for not receiving information on upcoming 
exams and exam topics. If you have problem with knights mail it is your responsibility to contact 
the help desk and resolve the issue. 


  


6. Exams in this course become available on Saturday mornings at 8 am and remain available until 
the following Monday at 11 55 pm. The exam, once opened, will remain open for 2 – 3 hours 
(depending on the number of questions on the exam). You must complete the exam once you 
open it. There is only one chance to take an exam so be prepared before you open the exam. 
The only excuse for missing an exam is a documented medical emergency. The final exam is 
available to make up excused missed exams (not for trying to improve previous exam scores). If 
you do have such an emergency you are responsible for notifying your instructor through e mail 
before the exam availability closes. The final exam will be cumulative. You are responsible for 
taking the exams during the period they are available. 







  


7. You are responsible for asking any questions you have at the time you have them of your 
instructor through e mail. Your instructor’s email is 


: vance.geiger@ucf.edu and can be found in the syllabus you are required to read.  Asking questions 
about issues that occurred more than a day after the problem occurs is not an excuse for missing a due 
date for an assignment or exam. 


  


8. The syllabus clearly delineates the grading system for the course. You are 


responsible for reading the syllabus and assessing how you are doing in the course.Your instructor 
cannot discuss grades through e mail or in any online format per FERPA regulations. 


  


9. Your instructor cannot discuss your grades in this class to any outside interested party, no one. If 
you are required to obtain information on your grades in a form requiring your instructor’s 
signature then you must present yourself in person with ID during your instructor’s on campus 
office hours found in the syllabus. 


10. Do not just copy and paste answers to assignment questions. Write your answers in your own 
words that can convince me or my Teaching Assistant that you read the material (both online 
material and the texts). If you write a response long enough to use a specific quote (so that the 
quote is less than 10% of your response) and you reference correctly then it will not be 
plagiarism, which it would be if you do not follow the rules. 


  


  


Explanatory Note 


You have chosen to take an online course. This means you have chosen to take a course that requires 
you to have and maintain access to the internet. It also means that you have chosen a course that 
requires you to have access to more technology than other available alternatives. Online courses also 
require more personal initiative than face to face courses that meet three or two times a week. This is a 
choice you have made and are therefore responsible for. Your instructor does not meet with you on a 
regular schedule (although there will be online office hours scheduled and your instructor does hold on 
campus office 


  


  


There will be Three exams in this course. Each exam will be worth 100 points. 


There will be 10 assignments. Each assignment will be worth 10 points.. 


Grading: Three 100 point exams = 300 points 







10 assignments 10 points each = 100 points 


___________________________________ 


Total Possible = 400 points 


Grading scale: 


90 – 100 A, 80 – 89 B, 70 – 79 C, 60 – 69 D, 60 below = F 


  


Organization of the Class 


  


The class is organized by weeks. In week 1 there is an introduction to Anthropology and the concept of 
culture. In week 2 there is an introduction to archaeology and the early archaeology of Native American 
North America. 


The Keatley Creek document provides a good view of how archaeologists work and how they reach 
conclusions 


based on what they find. Week 3 is in introduction to the prehistory of the Southeast. Week 4 begins the 
discussion of specific groups, this one being the Cherokee. Subsequent weeks provide an introduction to 
other cultural areas in North America, the Northeast, the Plains, the Southwest and Northwest. 


  


Weekly Modules 


  


The class is organized by weeks. Within each week there are modules and activities. The modules 
contain material from your instructor that supplements the texts. The supplemental modules are 
required. They are your 


instructor’s way of providing a kind of lecture.  Consequently, there will be a substantial amount of 
material from the modules on the three exams. Further, in some cases you will not be able to do the 
activities unless you have done the modules. The activities are things you must do for credit. 


  


On-Line Exams 


  


The exams will be available for specified days (see Schedule). You must take the exam during those 
specified days or it will have been missed. Once you begin the exam you will have a specified time to 
complete it. At the end of the time it will automatically close. 


. 


On-Line assignments 







  


Within the week to week outlines there are activities, in this case on-line assignments. These are 
required postings that you must make to the assignments for that week. For example, in the Week 1 
Outline there is a requirement to post to some specific assignments. It is recommended that you write 
your posting in word, then go on-line and open that assignment and copy and paste your response. If 
you write first and save and then use copy and paste you will have your responses saved to your 
computer in case 


something happens. If you write the response on-line and something happens during your composition 
and you are not finished you will lose your work. Better to write it on your own computer and save it 
and then post it to the 


list. 


  


Very Important note 


  


This is not cable news. Answer the question you are asked, not the question you wished had been asked. 
If you do not answer the question you are asked to answer you will not receive credit. 


  


Another important note: unless you are asked for a specific list or definition DO NOT give one sentence 
answers to assignment questions. These are not tweets. Paragraph per question (some assignments 
have more than one question) should be adequate. 


Warning 


  


Do not copy another student’s assignment into your assignment and do not copy and paste from the 
online material into your assignments. Both are plagiarism and the minimum penalty is a 0 for the 
assignment. 


  


Important Note: Do not use attachments to post your 


assignment answers. 


  


There will be NO makeup exams. Those who take all three regularly scheduled exams are exempted 
from the Make-Uo Exam. Anyone who misses a regularly scheduled exam MUST TAKE THE Make Up 
EXAM. The 


Make Up Exam will be CUMULATIVE. 


  







Academic Integrity 


The Center for Academic Integrity (CAI) defines academic integrity as a commitment, even in the face of 
adversity, to five fundamental values: honesty, trust, fairness, respect, and responsibility. From these 
values flow principles of behavior that enable academic communities to translate ideals into action. 


http://academicintegrity.org/ (Links to an external site.) (Links to an external site.) 


  


UCF Creed: Integrity, scholarship, community, creativity, and excellence are the core values that guide 
our conduct, performance, and decisions. 


1. Integrity: I will practice and defend academic and personal honesty. 


2. Scholarship: I will cherish and honor learning as a fundamental purpose of my membership in 
the UCF community. 


3. Community: I will promote an open and supportive campus environment by respecting the 
rights and contributions of every individual. 


4. Creativity: I will use my talents to enrich the human experience. 


5. Excellence: I will strive toward the highest standards of performance in any endeavor I 
undertake. 


  


The following definitions of plagiarism and misuse of sources come from the Council of Writing Program 
Administrators <http://wpacouncil.org/node/9 (Links to an external site.) (Links to an external site.)> 
and have been adopted by UCF’s Department of Writing & Rhetoric. 


  


Plagiarism 


In an instructional setting, plagiarism occurs when a writer deliberately uses someone else’s language, 
ideas, or other original (not common-knowledge) material without acknowledging its source. This 
definition applies to texts published in print or on-line, to manuscripts, and to the work of other student 
writers. 


  


Misuse of Sources 


A student who attempts (even if clumsily) to identify and credit his or her source, but who misuses a 
specific citation format or incorrectly uses quotation marks or other forms of identifying material taken 
from other sources, has not plagiarized. Instead, such a student should be considered to have failed to 
cite and document sources appropriately. 


  


Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating 



http://academicintegrity.org/

http://wpacouncil.org/node/9





UCF faculty members have a responsibility for your education and the value of a UCF degree, and so 
seek to prevent unethical behavior and when necessary respond to infringements of academic integrity. 
Penalties can include a failing grade in an assignment or in the course, suspension or expulsion from the 
university, and/or a "Z Designation" on a student's official transcript indicating academic dishonesty, 
where the final grade for this course will be preceded by the letter Z. For more information about the Z 
Designation, see http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgradeLinks to an external site.. 


For more information about UCF's Rules of Conduct, see http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/Links to an 
external site.. 


  


Unauthorized Use of Class Materials 


There are many fraudulent websites claiming to offer study aids to students but are actually cheat sites. 
They encourage students to upload course materials, such as test questions, individual assignments, and 
examples of graded material. Such materials are the intellectual property of instructors, the university, 
or publishers and may not be distributed without prior authorization. Students who engage in such 
activity are in violation of academic conduct standards and may face penalties. 


Unauthorized Use of Class Notes 


Faculty have reported errors in class notes being sold by third parties, and the errors may be 
contributing to higher failure rates in some classes. The following is a statement appropriate for 
distribution to your classes or for inclusion on your syllabus: 


Third parties may be selling class notes from this class without my authorization. Please be aware that 
such class materials may contain errors, which could affect your performance or grade. Use these 
materials at your own risk. 


In-Class Recording Policy 


Students may, without prior notice, record video or audio of a class lecture for a class in which the 
student is enrolled for their own personal educational use.  A class lecture is defined as a formal or 
methodical oral presentation as part of a university course intended to present information or teach 
students about a particular subject. Recording classroom activities other than class lectures, including 
but not limited to lab sessions, student presentations (whether individually or part of a group), class 
discussion (except when incidental to and incorporated within a class lecture), clinical presentations 
such as patient history, academic exercises involving student participation, test or examination 
administrations, field trips, and private conversations is prohibited. Recordings may not be used as a 
substitute for class participation and class attendance, and may not be published or shared without the 
written consent of the faculty member. Failure to adhere to these requirements may constitute a 
violation of the University’s Student Code of Conduct as described in the Golden Rule. 


  


Course Accessibility Statement 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all persons with 
disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students with disabilities who 
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need specific access in this course, such as accommodations, should contact the professor as soon as 
possible to discuss various access options. Students should also connect with Student Accessibility 
ServicesLinks to an external site. (Ferrell Commons, 7F, Room 185, sas@ucf.edu, phone (407) 823-2371). 
Through Student Accessibility Services, a Course Accessibility Letter may be created and sent to 
professors, which informs faculty of potential access and accommodations that might be reasonable. 


  


Campus Safety Statement 


Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise in our class, we will all need to work together. 
Everyone should be aware of the surroundings and familiar with some basic safety and security 
concepts. 


• In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance. 


• Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall near the door. 
Please make a note of the guide’s physical location and consider reviewing the online version 
at http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.htmlLinks to an external site..  


• Familiarize yourself with evacuation routes from each of your classrooms and have a plan for 
finding safety in case of an emergency. (Insert class-specific details if appropriate) 


• If there is a medical emergency during class, we may need to access a first aid kit or AED 
(Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those items are located in this building, 
see http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/AEDlocations-UCFLinks to an external site.(click on link from menu 
on left).  (insert class specific information if appropriate) 


• To stay informed about emergency situations, sign up to receive UCF text alerts by going 
to ucf.eduLinks to an external site.and logging in.  Click on “Student Self Service” located on the 
left side of the screen in the tool bar, scroll down to the blue “Personal Information” heading on 
your Student Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the information, including your e-mail 
address, cell phone number, and cell phone provider, click “Apply” to save the changes, and 
then click “OK.” 


• If you have a special need related to emergency situations, please speak with me during office 
hours.  


Deployed Active Duty Military Students 


If you are a deployed active duty military student and feel that you may need a special accommodation 
due to that unique status, please contact your instructor to discuss your circumstances. 


Make-Up Assignments for authorized University Events or Co-curricular activities 


Students who represent the university in an authorized event or activity (for example, student-athletes) 
and who are unable to meet a course deadline due to a conflict with that event must provide the 
instructor with documentation in advance to arrange a make-up. No penalty will be applied. For more 
information, see the UCF policy at <https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-401.pdfLinks to an external 
site.> 
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Religious Observamces 


Students must notify their instructor in advance if they intend to miss class for a religious observance.  


 SCHEDULE 


Week 1: 8/22 Introduction to Anthropology; Native Peoples of North America (NPNA) 


Introduction to Ethnography of North American Indians 


Reading NPNA chapters introduction, 1 - 3; online material 


What is anthropology assignment and NPNA assignment 1 due 8/29 11:55 pm 


  


Week 2: 8/29: Pre-Historical Overview; NPNA chapter 4 - 6 


Archaeology 


Environment 


Reading NPNA chapters 4 - 6; online material 


NPNA Assignment 2 due 9/5 11:55 pm 


Week 3: 9/5: The Southeast 


The Earliest Settlement, Mound-builders to Tribes 


Archaic 


Woodland 


Mississippian 


Reading: Online material 


Southeast prehistory Assignment due 9/12 11:55 pm 


Week 4: 9/12 The Cherokee 


Online material 


Cherokee Assignment due 9/1911:55 pm 


Week 5: 9/19 The Northeast: General Overview 


Reading: The Iroquois Chapters 1 – 4 


Iroquois Assignment 1 due 9/26 11 55 pm 


  


Exam 1: 9/24 8 am – 9/26 11:55 pm 


  







Week 6: 9/26: The Iroquois 


Reading: The Iroquois Chapters 5- 10 


  


Week 7: 10/3: The Iroquois 


Reading: The Iroquois Chapters 11 – 13 


  


Iroquois Assignment 2 due 10/10 11 55 pm 


  


Week 8: 10/10: The Plains: General Overview 


Reading: The Cheyenne by Moore Chapters 1 – 4 


  


Cheyenne Assignment 1 due 10/17 11 55 pm 


  


Week 9: 10/17 The Cheyenne 


Reading: The Cheyenne Chapters 5 – 12 


  


Cheyenne Assignment 2 Due 10/24 11 55 pm 


  


Week 10: 10/24: The Southwest: General Overview 


Reading: On line Material 


  


Exam 2: 10/29 8 am – 10/31 11:55 pm 


  


Week 11: 10/31: The Navajo 


Reading: The Navajo by Downs 


  


Navajo Assignment due 11/7 11 55 pm 


  


Week 12: 11/7:  







The Northwest General Overview 


Reading: The NW by Kehoe 


  


Week 13: 11/14 


Keatley Creek 


Reading: Keatley Creek and Keatley Creek doc 


  


Week 14: 11/21 The Kwakiutl 


Reading: Kwakiutl Religion, Winter Ceremony 


  


Kwakiutl Assignment Due 11/28 11 55 pm 


  


12/3 Last day of class – all assignments late or on time due at 11 55 pm 12/3 


  


Exam 3: 12/2 8 am – 12/3 11:55 pm 


  


Make Up Exam 12/4 8 am - 11 55pm 


  


 








 


Syllabus 


Syllabus Fall 2022 revised 


Syllabus 


Fall 2022 


Instructor Contact 


Instructor Vance Geiger, PhD 


Office Philips Hall 311K 


Online Office Hours Monday 7 - 9 pm in the class chat 


Phone 407-823-3779 


Email vance.geiger@ucf.edu 


Course Information 


Cultural Anthropology  


ANT2410  


3  


Fall 2022  


mixed mode 


 


  


 


Course TA  - TBA 


Email -  


Course Description 


This class is an introduction to cultural anthropology, its methods, concepts and a survey of the cross 
cultural findings of anthropologists. In addition, we will be using research conducted by your instructor 
in a refugee camp as illustrations of the concepts you will learn and how they can be useful in 
understanding human behavior. 


 


Course Objectives 


Students gain an appreciation of how culture impacts human behavior. 







Students comprehend that culture is a holistic phenomena, where subsistence, social organization, 
beliefs, technology, language, politics, and economics are all inter-related. 


Students understand the biological basis of culture and the unique capabilities of humans to create 
culture. 


Students understand the basis of natural selection and what biological evolution is. 


Students understand the relationship from some of the important developments of human evolution 
(bipedalism, big heads) and the biological basis of culture in Homo sapiens 


Students understand that real cross-cultural comparisons must include all aspects of a culture including 
subsistence, social organization, religion and beliefs, etc. 


Learning Outcomes 


 


Students demonstrate through answers to assignments and discussion responses that they have read 
and comprehended the online material and supplemental texts. 


 


Students demonstrate through answers to assignments that they have acquired the capability to be 
analytical when addressing aspects of cultures. 


Students demonstrate through answers to assignments that they have the capability to synthesize 
aspects of a culture to reveal the relationships between subsistence, social organization and beliefs. 


Required Text 


The Big Gamble - available as a pdf in Webcourses 


 


Refugee Camp Readings provided in Webcourses 


 


Core Concepts in Cultural Anthropology by Lavenda and Schultz ISBN 9780190924768 - ebook; 
9780190924751 - paperback 


 


Course Requirements 


Important Information: There is a syllabus quiz that you need to take before Friday 8/27 at 11:55 pm. 
The quiz establishes your engagement in the class for financial aid purposes so you need to take it. 
Failing to take the quiz by the Friday deadline can result in delaying your financial aid. The score on the 
quiz does not affect your grade. 


 







The class is organized by weeks. Within each week, there are modules. The modules contain material 
from your instructor that supplements the texts. The modules are required. They are your instructor’s 
way of providing what you miss in lectures. Consequently, there will be a substantial amount of material 
from the modules on the exams. Further, in some cases you will not be able to do the assignments 
unless you have done the modules. The assignments are things you must do for credit, and they have set 
due dates. Please consult the Schedule for more details. 


 


Evaluation and Grading 


Assignment 


 


Points 


 


Exam 1 


 


100 


 


Exam 2 


 


100 


 


Exam 3 


 


100 


 


15 Online quizzes @ 10 points each 


 


3 Discussion posts and responses 20 points each 


 


150 


 







60 


 


Total 


 


510 points 


 


  


 


Online Exams 


The exams will be available for specified days (see Schedule). You must take the exam during those 
specified days or it will have been missed. Once you begin the exam, you will have two hours to 
complete it. At the end of two hours, it will automatically close. The exams will have only multiple choice 
questions and you should be able to complete the exams within one hour (this is the case when your 
instructor gives them in face-to-face classes), but you get two hours. 


 


Online Quizzes 


There are weekly quizzes.  Some weeks have more then one quiz to complete.  Quizzes have due dates.  
There are no make up quizzes.  There are 20 quizzes, some on the online material, some on the Core 
Concepts text.  I will use the 15 quizzes with the highest scores for your grade, thus you have 20 to make 
15.  


 


Online Discussions 


The discussions pose questions for you to engage with the class material and think about it. The 
discussion format is also a way to consider how other students in the class think about the material or 
the issues presented in the class. The goal is to create a thoughtful and analytical response to the 
question, and also to other student’s responses. The discussions are not for simply stating a 
preconceived opinion, or attempting to provoke an argument. So be thoughtful and respectful in your 
responses to the questions and other student’s responses. 


 


Tips 


 


It is recommended that you write your response in Word, then go online and open that discussion and 
copy and paste your response. If you write first and save and then use copy and paste, you will have 
your responses saved to your computer in case something happens. If you write the response online and 







something happens during your composition and you are not finished, you will lose your work. Better to 
write it on your own computer and save it and then post it to the list. 


 


Very Important note: this is not cable news. Answer the question you are asked, not the question you 
wished had been asked.  One of the main reasons students lose points on written discussions is the 
failure to follow directions.   


 


Letter Grade 


 


Percentage 


 


A 


 


90-100 


 


B 


 


80-89 


 


C 


 


70-79 


 


D 


 


60-69 


 


F 


 


59 or below 







 


  


 


Missed Assignments/Make-Ups/Extra Credit 


Those who take all three regularly scheduled exams are exempted from the Make Up Exam. With 
advance notice of an issue or documented serious medical issue, I will allow a make up of an earlier 
exam. Anyone who misses a regularly scheduled exam MUST TAKE THE MAKE UP EXAM. The Make Up 
Exam is cumulative 


 


Remember there are no make up quizzes, you have 20 opportunities to have 15 scores to count. 


 


Discussions have due dates.  You can submit late discussions, but they receive 1/2 credit. 


 


There is a Make up Exam during finals week to make up a missed exam. 


 


There is no Extra credit 


 


Covid policy 


UCF expects that all members of our campus community who are able to do so get vaccinated, and we 
expect all members of our campus community to wear masks indoors, in line with the latest CDC 
guidelines. Masks are required in approved clinical or health care settings. 


 


Academic Integrity 


The Center for Academic Integrity (CAI) defines academic integrity as a commitment, even in the face of 
adversity, to five fundamental values: honesty, trust, fairness, respect, and responsibility. From these 
values flow principles of behavior that enable academic communities to translate ideals into action. 


 


http://academicintegrity.org/ (Links to an external site.) (Links to an external site.) 


 


  


 







UCF Creed: Integrity, scholarship, community, creativity, and excellence are the core values that guide 
our conduct, performance, and decisions. 


 


Integrity: I will practice and defend academic and personal honesty. 


Scholarship: I will cherish and honor learning as a fundamental purpose of my membership in the UCF 
community. 


Community: I will promote an open and supportive campus environment by respecting the rights and 
contributions of every individual. 


Creativity: I will use my talents to enrich the human experience. 


Excellence: I will strive toward the highest standards of performance in any endeavor I undertake. 


  


 


The following definitions of plagiarism and misuse of sources come from the Council of Writing Program 
Administrators <http://wpacouncil.org/node/9 (Links to an external site.) (Links to an external site.)> 
and have been adopted by UCF’s Department of Writing & Rhetoric. 


 


  


 


Plagiarism 


In an instructional setting, plagiarism occurs when a writer deliberately uses someone else’s language, 
ideas, or other original (not common-knowledge) material without acknowledging its source. This 
definition applies to texts published in print or on-line, to manuscripts, and to the work of other student 
writers. 


 


  


 


Misuse of Sources 


A student who attempts (even if clumsily) to identify and credit his or her source, but who misuses a 
specific citation format or incorrectly uses quotation marks or other forms of identifying material taken 
from other sources, has not plagiarized. Instead, such a student should be considered to have failed to 
cite and document sources appropriately. 


 


  







 


Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating 


UCF faculty members have a responsibility for your education and the value of a UCF degree, and so 
seek to prevent unethical behavior and when necessary respond to infringements of academic integrity. 
Penalties can include a failing grade in an assignment or in the course, suspension or expulsion from the 
university, and/or a "Z Designation" on a student's official transcript indicating academic dishonesty, 
where the final grade for this course will be preceded by the letter Z. For more information about the Z 
Designation, see http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgradeLinks to an external site.. 


 


For more information about UCF's Rules of Conduct, see http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/Links to an 
external site.. 


 


  


 


Unauthorized Use of Class Materials 


There are many fraudulent websites claiming to offer study aids to students but are actually cheat sites. 
They encourage students to upload course materials, such as test questions, individual assignments, and 
examples of graded material. Such materials are the intellectual property of instructors, the university, 
or publishers and may not be distributed without prior authorization. Students who engage in such 
activity are in violation of academic conduct standards and may face penalties. 


 


Unauthorized Use of Class Notes 


Faculty have reported errors in class notes being sold by third parties, and the errors may be 
contributing to higher failure rates in some classes.  


 


Third parties may be selling class notes from this class without my authorization. Please be aware that 
such class materials may contain errors, which could affect your performance or grade. Use these 
materials at your own risk. 


 


In-Class Recording Policy 


Outside of the notetaking and recording services offered by Student Accessibility Services, the creation 
of an audio or video recording of all or part of a class for personal use is allowed only with the advance 
and explicit written consent of the instructor. Such recordings are only acceptable in the context of 
personal, private studying and notetaking and are not authorized to be shared with anyone without the 
separate written approval of the instructor. 







 


  


 


Course Accessibility Statement 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all persons with 
disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students with disabilities who 
need specific access in this course, such as accommodations, should contact the professor as soon as 
possible to discuss various access options. Students should also connect with Student Accessibility 
ServicesLinks to an external site. (Ferrell Commons, 7F, Room 185, sas@ucf.edu, phone (407) 823-2371). 
Through Student Accessibility Services, a Course Accessibility Letter may be created and sent to 
professors, which informs faculty of potential access and accommodations that might be reasonable. 


 


  


 


Campus Safety Statement 


Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise in our class, we will all need to work together. 
Everyone should be aware of the surroundings and familiar with some basic safety and security 
concepts. 


 


In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance. 


Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall near the door. Please 
make a note of the guide’s physical location and consider reviewing the online version at 
http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.htmlLinks to an external site..  


Familiarize yourself with evacuation routes from each of your classrooms and have a plan for finding 
safety in case of an emergency. (Insert class-specific details if appropriate) 


If there is a medical emergency during class, we may need to access a first aid kit or AED (Automated 
External Defibrillator). To learn where those items are located in this building, see 
http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/AEDlocations-UCFLinks to an external site.(click on link from menu on left).  
(insert class specific information if appropriate) 


To stay informed about emergency situations, sign up to receive UCF text alerts by going to ucf.eduLinks 
to an external site.and logging in.  Click on “Student Self Service” located on the left side of the screen in 
the tool bar, scroll down to the blue “Personal Information” heading on your Student Center screen, 
click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the information, including your e-mail address, cell phone number, and cell 
phone provider, click “Apply” to save the changes, and then click “OK.” 


If you have a special need related to emergency situations, please speak with me during office hours. 







Consider viewing this video ( 


You CAN Survive an Active Shooter(Links to an external site.) (Links to an external site.) 


 


) about how to manage an active shooter situation on campus or elsewhere.  


  


 


Deployed Active Duty Military Students 


If you are a deployed active duty military student and feel that you may need a special accommodation 
due to that unique status, please contact your instructor to discuss your circumstances. 


Schedule 


 Week/Dates 


 


Topics 


 


Assignments 


 


Due Dates 


 


Week 1 8/22 


 


Course Orientation 


Introduction Anthropology and to the Concept of Culture 


Definitions of Culture 


Characteristics of Culture 


Aspects of Culture. 


*What is anthropology? 


*What aspects of anthropology are unique and different from other natural and social sciences? 


*The scientific method. 


*The sub-disciplines within anthropology and what they study. 







Syllabus Quiz 


 


  


 


what is culture  quiz 


 


what is anthropology quiz 


 


  


 


  


 


8/26  at 11:55pm EST 


 


8/29  11 55 pm 


Schedule 


  


  
 


Week/Dates Topics    


Week 1 8/22 • Course Orientation 


• Introduction Anthropology and to the Concept of Culture 


• Definitions of Culture 


• Characteristics of Culture 


• Aspects of Culture. 


• *What is anthropology? 


• *What aspects of anthropology are unique and different from other natural and  
sciences? 


• *The scientific method. 


  


  


     


    


  


  


   
 


 


   
  


  


  







• *The sub-disciplines within anthropology and what they study. 


Week 2 8/29 Ethnography   


  


    


    
 


   
 


Week 3 9/5 • Introduction to one of the case studies we will use in this class: Vietnamese Refu  
Line Reading) 


• Research Questions and Methods 


• Some History 


• The Research Setting 


• Aspects of Vietnamese Culture 


   


    


  


   
  


  
  


Week 4 9/12 The Big Gamble     


  


  


  


 
  







Week 5 9/19 Language 


• Language and Linguistics 


• Design Characteristics of Human Language 


• Language Acquisition 


• Language and Culture 


• Some Examples from Vietnamese Language 


    


  


  


  


  
  


  


   
  
   


Week 6 9/26 • Subsistence Systems 


• Environments 


• Hunter Gatherers 


• Horticulture 


• Pastoralism 


• Agriculture 


• Intensive Agriculture 


    


  


   


  


  


   
  


  


  
  


  


Week 7 10/3 • Social Organization 


• Kinship and Descent 


• Vietnamese Refugee Cases 


     


  


  


  


     


  


    


   
  


  


 
  


  
  


Week 8 10/10 


  


  


Sex and Marriage; Enculturation 


  


        


  


   
  


  


  







Week 9 10/17 


  


• Political Organization and Social Control 


• Bands 


• Tribes 


• Chiefdoms 


• States 


• A Riot in A Refugee Camp 


  


  


      


  


  


  


  


 
  


  


Week 10 10/24 • Economic Systems 


• Reciprocity 


• Refugee Camp Examples 


    


  


  


   


  


  


  
  


  


   
  


   
  


  
  


Week 11 10/31 • Religion 


• Magical Thinking 


• cognitive capabilities 


     


    


  


   


  
  


  


 
  


  
 


    


Week 12 11/7 • Cultural Change 


• Cultural Conservatism 


• Innovation 


• Diffusion 


• Revitalization 


•  


    


  


  


  


  


  


   
  


  







Week 13 11/14 


  


  


• Applied Anthropology, 


  


      
  


  


Week 14 11/21 


  


Thanksgiving Break 11/23 - 
11/25 


  


Last Day of Class 12/2 


  


  


  


  


  


Globalization 


  


  


  


  


Last day of class - all discussions due, nothing accepted after this day 


   


  


     


  


  


  
  


  
  


   
  


  


Make Up Exam make up exam - this is to make up a missed exam or try to improve your exam score      
    


  


 


  


 


  


 


Week 2 8/29 


 


Ethnography  


Ethnography quiz 







 


  


 


core concepts quiz 1 


 


 9/5 11 55 pm 


 


9/5 11 55 pm 


 


Week 3 9/5 


 


Introduction to one of the case studies we will use in this class: Vietnamese Refugees. (On-Line Reading) 


Research Questions and Methods 


Some History 


The Research Setting 


Aspects of Vietnamese Culture 


PRPC quiz due 


 


core concepts quiz 2 


 


  


 


 9/12 11 55 pm 


 


9/12 11 55 pm 


 


Week 4 9/12 


 


The Big Gamble  







The Big Gamble quiz 


 


  


 


  


 


  


 


9/19 11:55 pm 


 


Week 5 9/19 


 


Language 


 


Language and Linguistics 


Design Characteristics of Human Language 


Language Acquisition 


Language and Culture 


Some Examples from Vietnamese Language 


Week 5 language quiz 


 


  


 


  


 


Exam 1 


 


 9/26 11:55 pm 


 







  


 


9/24 8 am to 9/26 11 55 pm 


 


Week 6 9/26 


 


Subsistence Systems 


Environments 


Hunter Gatherers 


Horticulture 


Pastoralism 


Agriculture 


Intensive Agriculture 


week 6 subsistence quiz 


 


  


 


Culture discussion due 


 


  


 


  


 


 10/3 11 55 pm 


 


  


 


10/3 11 55 pm 


 







  


 


Week 7 10/3 


 


Social Organization 


Kinship and Descent 


Vietnamese Refugee Cases 


week 7 social organization quiz 


 


  


 


  


 


  


 


core concepts social organization quiz 


 


  


 


core concepts kinship quiz 


 


 10/10 11 55 pm 


 


  


 


10/1011 55 pm 


 


10/10 11 55 pm 


 







Week 8 10/10 


 


  


 


  


 


Sex and Marriage; Enculturation 


 


  


 


Week 8 sex and marriage, enculturation quiz due 


 


  


 


 10/17 11 55 pm 


 


  


 


  


 


Week 9 10/17 


 


  


 


Political Organization and Social Control 


Bands 


Tribes 


Chiefdoms 


States 







A Riot in A Refugee Camp 


  


 


  


 


week 9 political organization quiz due 


 


  


 


  


 


  


 


  


 


10/24 11:55 pm 


 


  


 


Week 10 10/24 


 


Economic Systems 


Reciprocity 


Refugee Camp Examples 


economic systems quiz due 


 


  


 


  







 


subsistence discussion due 


 


  


 


Exam 2 


 


10/31 11 55 pm 


 


  


 


10/31  11 55 pm 


 


10/29 - 8 am to 10/31 11 55 pm 


 


Week 11 10/31 


 


Religion 


Magical Thinking 


cognitive capabilities 


Week 11 religion quiz due 


 


Core concepts religion quiz 


 


  


 


Subsistence discussion due 


 


11/7 11 55 pm 







 


  


 


11/7 11:55 pm 


 


  


 


  


 


  


 


Week 12 11/7 


 


Cultural Change 


Cultural Conservatism 


Innovation 


Diffusion 


Revitalization 


Culture change quiz due 


 


  


 


  


 


  


 


  


 


  







 


 11/14 11 55 pm 


 


  


 


Week 13 11/14 


 


  


 


  


 


Applied Anthropology, 


  


 


Applied Anthropology quiz due 


 


11/21 11 55 pm 


 


  


 


Week 14 11/21 


 


  


 


Thanksgiving Break 11/23 - 11/25 


 


  


 


Last Day of Class 12/2 







 


  


 


  


 


  


 


  


 


  


 


Globalization 


 


  


 


  


 


  


 


  


 


Last day of class - all discussions due, nothing accepted after this day 


 


Globalization quiz due 


 


  


 


The Big Gamble discussion due 


 







  


 


Exam 3 


 


12/2 11 55 pm 


 


12/2 11 55 pm 


 


12/1  8:00 am 12/2 11:55 pm 


 


Make Up Exam 


 


make up exam - this is to make up a missed exam or try to improve your exam score 


 


  


 


12/5  8 am - to 11 55 pm 


 








Syllabus 


Syllabus Fall 2022 revised 


Syllabus 


Fall 2022 


Instructor Contact 


Instructor Vance Geiger, PhD 


Office Philips Hall 311K 


Office Hours M - TH 12 - 2 


Online Office Hours Monday 7 - 9 pm in the class chat 


Phone 407-823-3779 


Email vance.geiger@ucf.edu 


Course Information 


Cultural Anthropology  


ANT2410  


3  


Fall 2022  


Online   


Course TA  - Chelsea Dawes 
Email - chelsea.dawes@ucf.edu 


Course Description 


This class is an introduction to cultural anthropology, its methods, concepts and a survey of the cross 
cultural findings of anthropologists. In addition, we will be using research conducted by your instructor 
in a refugee camp as illustrations of the concepts you will learn and how they can be useful in 
understanding human behavior. 


Course Objectives 


• Students gain an appreciation of how culture impacts human behavior. 


• Students comprehend that culture is a holistic phenomena, where subsistence, social 
organization, beliefs, technology, language, politics, and economics are all inter-related. 







• Students understand the biological basis of culture and the unique capabilities of humans to 
create culture. 


• Students understand the basis of natural selection and what biological evolution is. 


• Students understand the relationship from some of the important developments of human 
evolution (bipedalism, big heads) and the biological basis of culture in Homo sapiens 


• Students understand that real cross-cultural comparisons must include all aspects of a culture 
including subsistence, social organization, religion and beliefs, etc. 


Learning Outcomes 


• Students demonstrate through answers to assignments and discussion responses that they have 
read and comprehended the online material and supplemental texts. 


• Students demonstrate through answers to assignments that they have acquired the capability to 
be analytical when addressing aspects of cultures. 


• Students demonstrate through answers to assignments that they have the capability to 
synthesize aspects of a culture to reveal the relationships between subsistence, social 
organization and beliefs. 


Required Text 


The Big Gamble - available as a pdf in Webcourses 


Refugee Camp Readings provided in Webcourses 


Core Concepts in Cultural Anthropology by Lavenda and Schultz ISBN 9780190924768 - ebook; 
9780190924751 - paperback 


Course Requirements 


Important Information: There is a syllabus quiz that you need to take before Friday 8/27 at 11:55 pm. 
The quiz establishes your engagement in the class for financial aid purposes so you need to take it. 
Failing to take the quiz by the Friday deadline can result in delaying your financial aid. The score on the 
quiz does not affect your grade. 


The class is organized by weeks. Within each week, there are modules. The modules contain material 
from your instructor that supplements the texts. The modules are required. They are your instructor’s 
way of providing what you miss in lectures. Consequently, there will be a substantial amount of material 
from the modules on the exams. Further, in some cases you will not be able to do the assignments 
unless you have done the modules. The assignments are things you must do for credit, and they have set 
due dates. Please consult the Schedule for more details. 


Evaluation and Grading 


Assignment Points 


Exam 1 100 



https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1385314/modules

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1385314/pages/schedule





Exam 2 100 


Exam 3 100 


15 Online quizzes @ 10 points each 


3 Discussion posts and responses 20 points each 


150 


60 


Total 510 points 


  


Online Exams 


The exams will be available for specified days (see Schedule). You must take the exam during those 
specified days or it will have been missed. Once you begin the exam, you will have two hours to 
complete it. At the end of two hours, it will automatically close. The exams will have only multiple choice 
questions and you should be able to complete the exams within one hour (this is the case when your 
instructor gives them in face-to-face classes), but you get two hours. 


Online Quizzes 


There are weekly quizzes.  Some weeks have more then one quiz to complete.  Quizzes have due 
dates.  There are no make up quizzes.  There are 20 quizzes, some on the online material, some on the 
Core Concepts text.  I will use the 15 quizzes with the highest scores for your grade, thus you have 20 to 
make 15.  


Online Discussions 


The discussions pose questions for you to engage with the class material and think about it. The 
discussion format is also a way to consider how other students in the class think about the material or 
the issues presented in the class. The goal is to create a thoughtful and analytical response to the 
question, and also to other student’s responses. The discussions are not for simply stating a 
preconceived opinion, or attempting to provoke an argument. So be thoughtful and respectful in your 
responses to the questions and other student’s responses. 


 


It is recommended that you write your response in Word, then go online and open that discussion and 
copy and paste your response. If you write first and save and then use copy and paste, you will have 
your responses saved to your computer in case something happens. If you write the response online and 
something happens during your composition and you are not finished, you will lose your work. Better to 
write it on your own computer and save it and then post it to the list. 


Very Important note: this is not cable news. Answer the question you are asked, not the question you 
wished had been asked.  One of the main reasons students lose points on written discussions is the 
failure to follow directions.   



https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1385314/pages/schedule





Letter Grade Percentage 


A 90-100 


B 80-89 


C 70-79 


D 60-69 


F 59 or below 


  


Missed Assignments/Make-Ups/Extra Credit 


Those who take all three regularly scheduled exams are exempted from the Make Up Exam. With 
advance notice of an issue or documented serious medical issue, I will allow a make up of an earlier 
exam. Anyone who misses a regularly scheduled exam MUST TAKE THE MAKE UP EXAM. The Make Up 
Exam is cumulative 


Remember there are no make up quizzes, you have 20 opportunities to have 15 scores to count. 


Discussions have due dates.  You can submit late discussions, but they receive 1/2 credit. 


There is a Make up Exam during finals week to make up a missed exam. 


There is no Extra credit 


Academic Integrity 


The Center for Academic Integrity (CAI) defines academic integrity as a commitment, even in the face of 
adversity, to five fundamental values: honesty, trust, fairness, respect, and responsibility. From these 
values flow principles of behavior that enable academic communities to translate ideals into action. 


http://academicintegrity.org/ (Links to an external site.) (Links to an external site.) 


  


UCF Creed: Integrity, scholarship, community, creativity, and excellence are the core values that guide 
our conduct, performance, and decisions. 


1. Integrity: I will practice and defend academic and personal honesty. 


2. Scholarship: I will cherish and honor learning as a fundamental purpose of my membership in 
the UCF community. 


3. Community: I will promote an open and supportive campus environment by respecting the 
rights and contributions of every individual. 


4. Creativity: I will use my talents to enrich the human experience. 



http://academicintegrity.org/





5. Excellence: I will strive toward the highest standards of performance in any endeavor I 
undertake. 


  


The following definitions of plagiarism and misuse of sources come from the Council of Writing Program 
Administrators <http://wpacouncil.org/node/9 (Links to an external site.) (Links to an external site.)> 
and have been adopted by UCF’s Department of Writing & Rhetoric. 


  


Plagiarism 


In an instructional setting, plagiarism occurs when a writer deliberately uses someone else’s language, 
ideas, or other original (not common-knowledge) material without acknowledging its source. This 
definition applies to texts published in print or on-line, to manuscripts, and to the work of other student 
writers. 


  


Misuse of Sources 


A student who attempts (even if clumsily) to identify and credit his or her source, but who misuses a 
specific citation format or incorrectly uses quotation marks or other forms of identifying material taken 
from other sources, has not plagiarized. Instead, such a student should be considered to have failed to 
cite and document sources appropriately. 


  


Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating 


UCF faculty members have a responsibility for your education and the value of a UCF degree, and so 
seek to prevent unethical behavior and when necessary respond to infringements of academic integrity. 
Penalties can include a failing grade in an assignment or in the course, suspension or expulsion from the 
university, and/or a "Z Designation" on a student's official transcript indicating academic dishonesty, 
where the final grade for this course will be preceded by the letter Z. For more information about the Z 
Designation, see http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgradeLinks to an external site.. 


For more information about UCF's Rules of Conduct, see http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/Links to an 
external site.. 


  


Unauthorized Use of Class Materials 


There are many fraudulent websites claiming to offer study aids to students but are actually cheat sites. 
They encourage students to upload course materials, such as test questions, individual assignments, and 
examples of graded material. Such materials are the intellectual property of instructors, the university, 
or publishers and may not be distributed without prior authorization. Students who engage in such 
activity are in violation of academic conduct standards and may face penalties. 



http://wpacouncil.org/node/9

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade

http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/





Unauthorized Use of Class Notes 


Faculty have reported errors in class notes being sold by third parties, and the errors may be 
contributing to higher failure rates in some classes.  


Third parties may be selling class notes from this class without my authorization. Please be aware that 
such class materials may contain errors, which could affect your performance or grade. Use these 
materials at your own risk. 


In-Class Recording Policy 


Students may, without prior notice, record video or audio of a class lecture for a class in which the 
student is enrolled for their own personal educational use.  A class lecture is defined as a formal or 
methodical oral presentation as part of a university course intended to present information or teach 
students about a particular subject. Recording classroom activities other than class lectures, including 
but not limited to lab sessions, student presentations (whether individually or part of a group), class 
discussion (except when incidental to and incorporated within a class lecture), clinical presentations 
such as patient history, academic exercises involving student participation, test or examination 
administrations, field trips, and private conversations is prohibited. Recordings may not be used as a 
substitute for class participation and class attendance, and may not be published or shared without the 
written consent of the faculty member. Failure to adhere to these requirements may constitute a 
violation of the University’s Student Code of Conduct as described in the Golden Rule. 


  


Course Accessibility Statement 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all persons with 
disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students with disabilities who 
need specific access in this course, such as accommodations, should contact the professor as soon as 
possible to discuss various access options. Students should also connect with Student Accessibility 
ServicesLinks to an external site. (Ferrell Commons, 7F, Room 185, sas@ucf.edu, phone (407) 823-2371). 
Through Student Accessibility Services, a Course Accessibility Letter may be created and sent to 
professors, which informs faculty of potential access and accommodations that might be reasonable. 


  


Campus Safety Statement 


Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise in our class, we will all need to work together. 
Everyone should be aware of the surroundings and familiar with some basic safety and security 
concepts. 


• In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance. 


• Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall near the door. 
Please make a note of the guide’s physical location and consider reviewing the online version 
at http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.htmlLinks to an external site..  



http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

mailto:sas@ucf.edu

http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html





• Familiarize yourself with evacuation routes from each of your classrooms and have a plan for 
finding safety in case of an emergency. (Insert class-specific details if appropriate) 


• If there is a medical emergency during class, we may need to access a first aid kit or AED 
(Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those items are located in this building, 
see http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/AEDlocations-UCFLinks to an external site.(click on link from menu 
on left).  (insert class specific information if appropriate) 


• To stay informed about emergency situations, sign up to receive UCF text alerts by going 
to ucf.eduLinks to an external site.and logging in.  Click on “Student Self Service” located on the 
left side of the screen in the tool bar, scroll down to the blue “Personal Information” heading on 
your Student Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the information, including your e-mail 
address, cell phone number, and cell phone provider, click “Apply” to save the changes, and 
then click “OK.” 


• If you have a special need related to emergency situations, please speak with me during office 
hours. 


• Consider viewing this video (You CAN Survive an Active Shooter(Links to an external site.) (Links 


to an external site.) ) about how to manage an active shooter situation on 
campus or elsewhere.  


  


Deployed Active Duty Military Students 


If you are a deployed active duty military student and feel that you may need a special accommodation 
due to that unique status, please contact your instructor to discuss your circumstances. 


Religious observances 


Students must notify their instructor in advance if they intend to miss class for a religious observance. 


  


  


  


 



http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/AEDlocations-UCF

http://my.ucf.edu/

https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk

https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk

https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk
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ETHNOGRAPHIC RESEARCH METHODS 
 


 
ANG 6801 
Section 0001 


 
Fall 2022 


Monday: 6:00 pm – 8:50 pm 
HPH 409M 


3 Credit Hours 


       


Dr. Shana Harris 
Department of Anthropology 
Howard Phillips Hall 409N 


shana.harris@ucf.edu 
407-823-4963 


Office Hours (Zoom): Thursday, 1:30pm – 3:00pm 
 
 
Course Description 
 
Ethnography is the backbone of cultural anthropology; it is our primary research method and genre 
of writing.  This course is about what it means to engage in ethnographic fieldwork and produce 
ethnographic texts. We will examine the main methods used in ethnographic research, such as 
participation observation and interviewing, in order to understand how cultural anthropologists 
practice their craft.  Course material will cover a range of topics, issues, and concepts that address 
ethnographic practice, including research design, research ethics, data collection and analysis, and 
ethnographic representation.  Finally, students will engage with course material to complete exercises 
to practice their ethnographic skills and work toward their own research goals. 
 
Public Course Description 
 
Ethnographic research techniques and praxis: data collection and analysis, writing ethnographies, and 
research presentation  
 
Prerequisites 
 
Admission to Anthropology MA, Integrative Anthropological Sciences Ph.D., or Consent of 
Instructor 
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Student Learning Objectives 
 
This course has three learning objectives: 1) to expose you to major issues surrounding ethnographic 
fieldwork and writing; 2) to provide you with methodological techniques and strategies for conducting 
ethnographic fieldwork and writing; and 3) to encourage the development and advancement of your 
own research projects and agendas.  
 
Class Structure  
 
Class meetings will be face-to-face and conducted primarily as seminars that focus on discussion.  
Occasionally, short “lectures” will cover specific topics and perspectives on the week’s topic, while 
discussions will focus on the readings assigned for that week.  
 
Office Hours 
 
Office hours will be via Zoom.  The Zoom link is available on Webcourses.  You are not required to 
make an appointment, however, if you cannot meet during regular office hours because of a class 
conflict, work schedule, child care issues, etc., please let Dr. Harris know in order to schedule an 
appointment. If you have any technical issues with accessing office hours via Webcourses, please 
contact Webcourses at webcourses@ucf.edu, https://cdl.ucf.edu/support/webcourses, or 407-823-
0407.  
 
Course Requirements 
 
Attendance 
 
Attendance will not be monitored this semester.  However, it will be to your utmost advantage to 
attend every class in order to get the most out of the course material.  Please let Dr. Harris know in 
advance of any extenuating circumstance (serious illness, personal/family tragedy, etc.) that may cause 
you to miss class. 
 
Reading and Participation 
 
Because this course is structured as a seminar, both reading course materials and active participation 
are essential and required.  Doing well in the course will depend not only on keeping up with weekly 
readings, but also diligently participating in discussions and activities every week.  
  
Discussion leader(s) (assigned the first week of class) will facilitate each class discussion. Each 
discussion leader is expected to create a plan to encourage thoughtful and engaging in-class discussion.  
If there is more than one discussion leader for the week, they should meet ahead of time and work 
together to create this plan.  Your discussion plan must be emailed to Dr. Harris no later than 12:00pm 
on the day of class. Discussions can take many forms; you may introduce additional information 
obtained from websites or print media, prepare interesting or provocative questions for the purpose 
of generating discussion, etc.  But, the discussion leader(s) should allow space for the discussion to 
develop and change direction during the course of the conversation.   
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Reading Reflections 
 
Beginning in Week 2, you will write short reflections on the required readings for each week (500-600 
words plus bibliography, singled-spaced, 1” margins on all sides, Times New Roman 12-point font, 
Chicago Style citations). Your Reading Reflections must be submitted via Webcourses by 11:59pm on 
the evening prior to class. Readings Reflections should be insightful pieces that comment on the 
content of the texts and draw connections between them, not just summaries. Failure to submit your 
Reading Reflections by the 11:59pm deadline will lower your grade.  You will write 14 Reading 
Reflections, but your lowest Reading Reflection grade will be dropped at the end of the semester.  
 
CITI Training 
 
You are required to complete the Collaborative Institutional Training Initiative (CITI) Program 
Responsible Conduct of Research (RCR) Training as part of this course.  This free, online training 
provides research ethics education to UCF faculty and students.  Per UCF policy, this training must 
be completed prior to carrying out any research with human subjects. For this course, you will 
complete the Human Subjects Research-Group 2: Social Behavioral Research Investigators and Key 
Personnel (Basic) portion of the training.  If you have completed this portion of the training within 
the past three years, you do not need to redo it if you can provide Dr. Harris with documentation (i.e. 
print out/screenshot from CITI Training website, IRB, etc.) Instructions for creating a CITI Training 
account and accessing the training site are available at: https://graduate.ucf.edu/pathways-to-
success/#CITI Training.    
 
Project 
 
You will design, conduct, analyze, and write up a project by drawing on the concepts and methods 
discussed in this course. The project will revolve around three interviews (45-60 minutes each) with 
a population of your choosing on any anthropological topic. This project can be modified to meet 
individual research needs, but you must discuss this with me before project commencement to ensure 
that you engage with course material and fulfill the project objectives. The project will have four parts: 
1) CITI Training, 2) Research Proposal, 3) Data Collection and Analysis, and 4) Write Up.  These 
parts are due at different points during the semester (see below).  The final report will be 5000-6000 
words plus bibliography, singled-spaced, 1” margins on all sides, Times New Roman 12-point font). 
 
Project Presentation 
 
You will give an in-class 20-30 minute presentation on your project at the end of semester.  There will 
be a few minutes after each presentation for questions and comments. Dr. Harris will provide 
information on how to give an oral presentation on a research project as the semester progresses. 
 
Grading Structure 
 
Reading Reflections (11 out of 12)     20% of total grade 
Project                 40% of total grade 
Project Presentation       20% of total grade 
Participation                    20% of total grade (10% for discussion leadership, 10% for 
                                  non-leadership participation) 
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Grading Scale   
 
Reading Reflections, project assignments, project presentation, and participation will be graded using 
the following scale: A, A-, B+, B, B-, C+, C, C-, D+, D, D-, F.  
 
Course Policies 
 
Respectful Behavior 
 
Diversity is a defining feature and strength of UCF. Our differences with respect to race, ethnicity, 
religion, sexuality, gender, immigration status, age, socioeconomic status, and more enhance our ability 
to achieve UCF’s core missions of teaching, research, and public service. We welcome faculty, staff, 
and students from all backgrounds and want everyone at UCF to feel respected and valued.  
 
You are expected to conduct yourself in a respectful manner in all class discussions and interactions 
with Dr. Harris and your classmates. You should also be respectful of the class start time. Arriving 
late is distracting to both Dr. Harris and your classmates.  Please make every effort to be punctual.  
 
Open Exchange 
 
Fundamental to UCF’s mission is support for an environment where divergent ideas, theories, and 
philosophies can be openly exchanged and critically evaluated. Consistent with these principles, this 
course may involve discussion of ideas that you find uncomfortable, disagreeable, or even offensive. 
These ideas are intended to be presented in an objective manner and not as an endorsement of what 
you should personally believe. Objective means that the idea presented can be tested by critical peer 
review and rigorous debate, and that the idea is supported by credible research. Not all ideas can be 
supported by objective methods or criteria. Regardless, you may decide that certain ideas are worthy 
of your personal belief. In this course, however, you may be asked to engage with complex ideas and 
to demonstrate an understanding of the ideas. Understanding an idea does not mean that you are 
required to believe it or agree with it. 
 
Knights Email and Webcourses Communication 
 
There will be important email and Webcourses communications between Dr. Harris and the class. 
You are responsible for checking your Knights email and Webcourses regularly (at least once a day). 
 
Late Policy 
 
Late assignments will receive a lower grade for every day that they are late. For example, if you received 
an “A-” but the assignment is one day late, your grade will be a “B+”.  If it is two days late, your grade 
will be a “B,” and so on.  Extensions will be given only in the case of extenuating circumstances. 
 
Grade Disputes 
 
If you want to dispute a grade on a particular assignment, please come to Dr. Harris’s office hours to 
discuss it. If she agrees to re-read your work, please be aware that her willingness to do so is not a 
guarantee that your grade for the assignment will be changed. 
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Academic Integrity 
 
You are expected to do your own work in this course. You should familiarize yourself with UCF’s 
Rules of Conduct (http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/process/roc). According to Section 1, “Academic 
Misconduct,” you are prohibited from engaging in the following:  


• Unauthorized assistance. Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information, or study 
aids in any academic exercise unless specifically authorized by Dr. Harris. The unauthorized 
possession of course-related material also constitutes cheating. 


• Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral means. The presentation of material 
which has not been studied or learned, but rather was obtained through someone else’s efforts 
and used as part of a course assignment or project. 


• Plagiarism. Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the source, thereby 
attempting to convey the impression that such work is your own. 


• Falsifying or misrepresenting your own academic work. 
• Commercial use of academic material. Selling of course material to another person, student, and/or 


uploading course material to a third-party vendor without authorization or without the express 
written permission of the university and Dr. Harris. Course materials include but are not 
limited to class notes, course syllabi, instruction sheets, handouts, etc. 


• Multiple submissions. Submitting the same academic work for credit more than once without the 
express written permission of Dr. Harris. 


• Helping another student cheat or violate academic behavior standards. 
 
Responses to Academic Misconduct  
 
Engaging in academic misconduct it will not be tolerated in this course and will carry serious 
consequences.  You should familiarize yourself with the procedures for academic misconduct in UCF’s 
Student Handbook, The Golden Rule (http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu). 
 
UCF faculty members have a responsibility for students’ education and the value of a UCF degree. 
We seek to prevent unethical behavior and, when necessary, respond to academic misconduct.  
Penalties can include a zero grade for an assignment or in the course and/or suspension or expulsion 
from the university.  Another penalty is receiving a “Z Designation” on your official transcription, 
indicating academic dishonesty, resulting in the final grade for this course being preceded by the letter 
Z.  For more information about the Z Designation: http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade  
 
Campus Safety 
 
Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise during class, everyone needs to work together.  
You should be aware of your surroundings and familiar with the following basic safety concepts: 


• In case of emergency, dial 911 for assistance. 
• Every classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall near the door.  Make 


a note of the guide’s physical location: http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html 
• Know the evacuation routes from the classroom and have a plan for finding safety in case of 


an emergency. 
• To stay informed about emergency situations, you can sign up to receive UCF text alerts by 


logging into my.ucf.edu.  Click on “Student Self Service” on the left side of the screen in the 
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tool bar, scroll down to “Personal Information” on the Student Center Screen, click on “UCF 
Alert,” fill out the information, click “Apply” to save the changes, and click “OK.” 


• If there is a medical emergency during class, you may need to access a first-aid kit or 
Automated External Defibrillator. To learn where those are located, see this website: 
https://ehs.ucf.edu/automated-external-defibrillator-aed-locations.  


• Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with Dr. Harris.  
• To learn how to manage an active shooter situation on campus or elsewhere, consider viewing 


this video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NIKYajEx4pk 
 
Deployed Active Duty Military Students 
 
If you are deployed active duty military and/or National Guard personnel and require accommodation 
should contact Dr. Harris as soon as possible after the semester begins and/or after you receive 
notification of deployment to make related arrangements. 
 
Religious Observance 
 
You must notify Dr. Harris in advance if you will miss class for a religious observance.  For more 
information: http://regulations.ucf.edu/chapter5/documents/5.020ReligiousObservancesFINAL 
Jan19.pdf 
 
Make-Up Assignments for Authorized University Activities 
 
If you represent UCF in an authorized activity and are unable to meet a course deadline due to a 
conflict with that event, then you must provide Dr. Harris with documentation in advance to arrange 
a make-up; no penalty will be applied. For more information: http://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-
401.2MakeUpAssignmentsorAuthUnivEventsorCocurricularActivities.pdf 
 
In-Class Recording 
 
You may record a class lecture for your own personal educational use. A class lecture is defined as a 
formal or methodical oral presentation as part of a course intended to present information or teach 
students about a particular subject. Recording classroom activities other than lectures, including but 
not limited to class discussion (except when incidental to and incorporated within a lecture), test or 
examination administrations, and private conversations, is prohibited. Recordings may not be used as 
a substitute for class participation and class attendance, and may not be published or shared without 
the written consent of the faculty member. Failure to adhere to these requirements may constitute a 
violation of the UCF’s Student Code of Conduct as described in The Golden Rule. 
 
Student Accessibility 
 
UCF is committed to providing access and inclusion for all persons. Students who need access to 
course content due to course design limitations should contact Dr. Harris as soon as possible.  
Students should also connect with Student Accessibility Services (SAS) at http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu, 407-
823-2371, or Ferrell Commons 185. For students connected to SAS, a Course Accessibility Letter may 
be created and sent to Dr. Harris to inform her of potential course access and accommodations that 
might be necessary and reasonable. Determining reasonable access and accommodations requires 
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consideration of the course design, course learning objectives, and the individual academic and course 
barriers experienced by the student.  Further conversation with SAS, Dr. Harris, and the student may 
be warranted to ensure an accessible course experience. 
 
Writing Center Services 
 
You will be doing a lot of writing in this course, and all writers can use help.  UCF has a great Writing 
Center that provides free consultations where you can meet with writing tutors at any stage of the 
writing process (brainstorming, organization, drafts, etc.). They also offer grammar workshops and 
host writing groups.  To learn more about the Writing Center’s services and/or to schedule an online 
or in-person appointment: https://uwc.cah.ucf.edu.   
 
Academic Activity Record 
 
You must document your academic activity at the beginning of the semester by completing an 
Academic Activity quiz on Webcourses by Friday, August 26.  This quiz includes a few questions 
about this syllabus.  This quiz is not part of your course grade; it only documents your presence in the 
class. Failure to complete the quiz may result in a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid.      
 
Required Texts 
 
The following books are required for this course: 
 


 
• DeWalt, Kathleen M., and Billie R. DeWalt. 2011. Participant Observation: A 


Guide for Fieldworkers.  Walnut Creek: AltaMira Press. 
 
 
 
 


 
• Fetterman, David M. 2019. Ethnography: Step-By-Step. 4th Edition. Newbury 


Park: Sage Publications. 
 
 
 
 


• Ordóñez, Juan Thomas. 2015. Jornalero: Being a Day Laborer in the USA. 
Berkeley: University of California Press. 


 
 
 


 
The required books are available for purchase at the student bookstore. Additional readings are also 
required and available electronically on Webcourses under the Modules tab. All assigned readings are 
listed in the class schedule below, which specifies the date by which you are expected to read them. 
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To access Webcourses: login at https://webcourses.ucf.edu, go to Courses, and select ANG6801-
22Fall 0001.  Technical support for Webcourses is available at webcourses@ucf.edu, 407-823-0407, 
and https://cdl.ucf.edu/support/webcourses. 
 
Course Schedule 
 
Week 1 
 
Monday, August 22 
 


• TOPIC: Course Overview and Key Concepts in Ethnographic Fieldwork 
 


• READINGS:  DeWalt and DeWalt, pg. 1-40 
 


            Fetterman, pg. 1-41 
 


McGranahan, Carole. 2018. “Ethnography Beyond Method: The Importance  
of an Ethnographic Sensibility.” Sites: A Journal of Social Anthropology and Cultural  
Studies 15: 1-10. 


 
Week 2  
 
Monday, August 29 
 


• TOPIC: The “Field”  
 


• READINGS:  Markowitz, Lisa. 2001. “Finding the Field: Notes on the Ethnography of  
           NGOs.” Human Organization 60: 40-46. 
 


     Nader, Laura. 1972. “Up the Anthropologist: Perspectives Gained from  
           Studying Up.” In Reinventing Anthropology, edited by Dell Hymes, 284-311.  
           New York: Vintage Books. 
 


                                   Passaro, Joanne. 1997. “‘You Can’t Take the Subway to the Field!’ ‘Village’  
                       Epistemologies in the Global Village.” In Anthropological Locations: Boundaries 


           and Grounds of a Field Science, edited by Akhil Gupta and James Ferguson, 147- 
           162. Berkeley: University of California Press. 


 


Week 3 
 
Monday, September 5 
 


• NO CLASS – LABOR DAY 
 


Reading 
Reflection #1 
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Week 4 
 
Monday, September 12 
 


• TOPIC: Participant Observation 
 


• READINGS:  Atkinson, Paul, and Martyn Hammersley. 1994. “Ethnography and  
           Participant Observation.” In Handbook of Qualitative Research, edited by 
           Norman Denzin and Yvonna Lincoln, 248-261. Thousand Oaks: Sage. 


                                    
           DeWalt and DeWalt, pg. 41-97 and 137-156  


 


Week 5 
 
 Monday, September 19 
 


• TOPIC: Interviewing 
 


• READINGS:  Fetterman, pg. 42-78 
 
                        Weiss, Robert S. 1994. Learning From Strangers: The Art and Methods of Qualitative  
                                   Interview Studies. New York: The Free Press. (Chapters 1-4 – pg. 1-119) 
 


 


Week 6  
 
Monday, September 26 
 


• TOPIC: Fieldwork Ethics 
 


• READINGS:  American Anthropological Association 2012 Code of Ethics 
 


           DeWalt and DeWalt, pg. 211-226 
            
           Fetterman, pg. 141-162 


 
           Librett, Mitch, and Dina Perrone. 2010. “Apples and Oranges: Ethnography  
           and the IRB.” Qualitative Research 10(6): 729-747. 
 
           Scheper-Hughes, Nancy. 2000. “Ire in Ireland.” Ethnography 1(1): 117-140. 
 
 
 
 
            


Reading 
Reflection #4 


Reading 
Reflection #3 


Reading Reflection #2 
AND  


CITI Training Due 
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Week 7  
 
Monday, October 3 
 


• TOPIC: Research Design  
 


• READINGS:  DeWalt and DeWalt, pg. 109-136 
            
           Rubin, Ashley T. 2021. Rocking Qualitative Social Science: An Irreverent Guide to  


                       Rigorous Research. Stanford: Stanford University Press. (Chapter 3 – pg. 35-58) 
 


           Silverman, Sydel. 1991. “Writing Grant Proposals for Anthropological  
                        Research.” Current Anthropology 32: 485-489. 


 
Week 8 
 
Monday, October 10 
 


• TOPIC:  Insider/Outsider Challenges 
 


• READINGS:  Anderson, Esther R. 2021. “Positionality, Privilege, and Possibility: The  
            Ethnographer ‘At Home’ as an Uncomfortable Insider.” Anthropology and  
            Humanism 46(2): 212-225. 


  
 Jacobs-Huey, Lanita. 2002. “The Natives Are Gazing and Talking Back:  
 Reviewing the Problematics of Positionality, Voice, and Accountability 
 among ‘Native’ Anthropologists.” American Anthropologist 104: 791-804. 


 
 Sherif, Bahira. 2001. “The Ambiguity of Boundaries in the Fieldwork    
 Experience: Establishing Rapport and Negotiating Insider/Outsider Status.”   
 Qualitative Inquiry 7(4): 436-447. 
 
 Taylor, Jodie. 2011. “The Intimate Insider: Negotiating the Ethics of   
 Friendship When Doing Insider Research.” Qualitative Research 11: 3-22. 


 
Week 9  
 
Monday, October 17 
 


• TOPIC: Gaining Trust and Access 
 


• READINGS:  Atkinson, Paul, and Martyn Hammersley. 2007.  Ethnography: Principles in Practice. 
              London: Routledge. (Chapter 3 – pg. 41-62) 


           
 


Reading 
Reflection #7 


Reading 
Reflection #5 


Reading Reflection #6 
AND 


Research Proposal Due 
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           Colfer, Carol J. 2000. “Of Teamwork, Faith, and Trust in Western Sumatra.” 
           In Stumbling Toward Truth: Anthropologists at Work, edited by Philip R. DeVita, 
           74-83. Long Grove: Waveland Press. 


 
           Hoffman, David M. 2006. “Swimming Through Fieldwork: Constructing  
           Trust in the Mexican Caribbean.” In Dispatches From the Field: Neophyte  
           Ethnographers in a Changing World, edited by Andrew Gardner and David M.  
           Hoffman, 15-32. Long Grove: Waveland Press. 


 


Week 10 
 
Monday, October 24 
 


• TOPIC: Analyzing Data and Fieldnotes 
 


• READINGS:  DeWalt and DeWalt, pg. 157-210 
            
           Fetterman, pg. 100-120 


 


 


Week 11  
 
Monday, October 31 
 


• TOPIC: Writing 
 


• READINGS:  Atkinson, Paul, and Martyn Hammersley. 2007. Ethnography: Principles in Practice.  
                  London: Routledge. (Chapter 9 – pg. 191-208) 


            
                                   Clifford, James. 1986. “Partial Truths.” In Writing Culture: The Poetics and Politics  


           of Ethnography, edited by James Clifford and George E. Marcus, 1-26. Berkeley:  
           University of California Press. 
 
           Fetterman, pg. 121-140 


 
             O’Hare, Paul. 2007. “Getting Down to Writing Up: Navigating from Field to  


           the Desk and the (Re)presentation of Fieldwork.” Anthropology Matters 9(2): 1- 
           9. 


 
 


Week 12 
 
Monday, November 7 
 


• TOPIC: Representation 
 
 


Reading 
Reflection #10 


Reading 
Reflection #9 


Reading 
Reflection #8 
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• READINGS:  Ramos, Alcida. 1987. “Reflecting on the Yanomani: Ethnographic Images and  
           the Pursuit of the Exotic.” Cultural Anthropology 2: 284-304. 
 
           Said, Edward. 1978. Orientalism. New York: Vintage Books. (Introduction - pg.  
           1-28) 


 
           Simpson, Audra. 2014. Mohawk Interruptus: Political Life Across the Borders of  
           Settler States. Durham: Duke University Press. (Chapter 4 – pg. 95-114) 


            
Week 13  
 
Monday, November 14 
 


• TOPIC: Reflexivity 
 


• READINGS:  McQueeney, Krista, and Kristen M. Lavelle. 2017. “Emotional Labor in  
           Critical Ethnographic Work: In the Field and Behind the Desk.” Journal of  
           Contemporary Ethnography 46: 81-107. 


 
           Pillow, Wanda S. 2003. “Confession, Catharsis, or Cure?: Rethinking the Uses  
           of Reflexivity as Methodological Power in Qualitative Research.” Qualitative  
           Studies in Education 16(2): 175-196. 


 
           Villenas, Sofia. 1996. “The Colonizer/Colonized Chicana Ethnographer:  
           Identity, Marginalization, and Co-optation in the Field.” Harvard Educational  
           Review 66: 711-731. 


 


Week 14  
 
Monday, November 21 
 


• TOPIC: Ethnography Example 
 


• READING:  Ordóñez, Juan Thomas.  2015.  Jornalero: Being a Day Laborer in the USA. Berkeley:    
         University of California Press. 


 


Week 15  
 
Monday, November 28 
 


• Student presentations – Part 1 
 
 
 


Reading 
Reflection #12 


Reading Reflection #11 
AND 


Data Collection and Analysis Due 
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Finals Week 
 
Monday, December 5 
 


• Student presentations – Part 2 (7:00pm – 9:50pm) 
 
 
Friday, December 9 
 
 
 
 


 


Project Report due by 
11:59pm 
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SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, AND CULTURE 
 


 
 


ANT 4081 
Section 0M01 


 
Fall 2022 


Monday & Wednesday: 3:30pm – 4:20pm & Online 
BA1 122 


3 Credit Hours 
 


Dr. Shana Harris 
Department of Anthropology 
Howard Phillips Hall 409N 


shana.harris@ucf.edu 
407-823-4963 


Office Hours (Zoom): Thursday, 12:00pm – 1:30pm 
 
Course Description 
 
Astronomer Carl Sagan said, “We live in a society exquisitely dependent on science and technology, 
in which hardly anyone knowns anything about science and technology,” confirming the urgent need 
for us to learn more about them and their effects on the world. This course addresses this need by 
engaging with science and technology from an anthropological perspective. Drawing on work from 
cultural and medical anthropology as well as science and technology studies, we will explore how 
technological innovation and scientific practices influence our lives in both the past and present. 
Course materials will cover a range of topics that affect and intersect with science and technology, 
such as race, identity, health, and social justice, in multiple contexts, including Argentina, Germany, 
and the United States. By engaging with key areas of anthropological inquiry on these topics, this 
course will force us to critically examine how culture shapes science and technology, and vice versa.  
 
Public Course Description 
 
This course critically examines how culture shapes science and technology and vice versa.  
 
Prerequisites 
 
Sophomore standing or Consent of Instructor 
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Student Learning Objectives 
 
This course has three objectives: 1) to familiarize you with ways science and technology are 
produced, experienced, and deployed in various cultural contexts; 2) to expose you to key areas of 
concern in the anthropology of science and technology; and 3) to instigate critical thinking about 
science and technology and their effects locally and globally. 
 
Class Structure 
 
This mixed mode course will be both face-to-face and online. Class meetings will be face-to-face and 
conducted primarily as lectures accompanied by discussion. Lecture and discussions will focus on 
the readings assigned for each class as well as occasional videos/documentaries. The online 
component of the course will be via Webcourses (see below for details).  
 
Office Hours 
 
Office hours will be via Zoom (link available on Webcourses). An appointment is not required, 
however, if you cannot meet during regular office hours because of a class conflict, work schedule, 
etc., please let Dr. Harris know in order to schedule an appointment. If you have any technical 
issues, please contact Webcourses@UCF Support: https://cdl.ucf.edu/support/webcourses. 
 
Course Requirements 
 
Reading and Participation 
  
Reading course materials and active participation in the course are both required. You are expected 
to attend class having read the required readings for that day. The lectures will cover the readings, 
but will be supplemented with additional material.  Doing well in the course will depend on keeping 
up with readings and coming to class prepared to discuss them.   
 
Attendance 
 
Attendance will not be monitored this semester.  However, it will be to your utmost advantage to 
attend every class in order to get the most out of the course material.  Please let Dr. Harris know in 
advance of any extenuating circumstance (serious illness, personal/family tragedy, etc.) that may 
cause you to miss class. 
  
Midterm Exam (40 points) 
  
The midterm exam will consist of multiple choice, true/false, and/or short answer questions, and 
will cover concepts from all texts, videos/documentaries, and lectures in the first half of the 
semester. There will be no make-up exam except for serious illness, personal/family tragedy, 
authorized UCF activity, etc.  You must let Dr. Harris know in advance of any extenuating 
circumstance that would prevent you from taking the midterm exam as scheduled. Please bring a 
brown scantron and #2 pencil to the exam. 
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Final Exam (40 points) 
 
The final exam will consist of multiple choice, true/false, and/or short answer questions, and is 
cumulative.  It is based on concepts from all texts, videos, and lectures, with an emphasis on the last 
half of the course. There will be no make-up exam except for serious illness, personal/family 
tragedy, etc. You must let Dr. Harris know in advance of any extenuating circumstance that would 
prevent you from taking the final exam as scheduled. Please bring a brown scantron and #2 pencil 
to the exam. 
  
Quizzes (5 points each, 60 points total) 
 
There will be 14 quizzes over the course of the semester.  Quizzes are based on assigned readings 
for that day, and will consist of 2-3 questions aimed at assessing whether or not you closely read the 
assigned material. The questions will be multiple choice, true/false, fill-in-the-blank, and/or short 
answer or narrative. Quizzes will take place during the first 5 minutes of class.  If you arrive after the 
first 5 minutes, you will not be allowed to take the quiz that day. There will be no make-up for 
missed quizzes because your two lowest quiz scores will be dropped at the end of the semester.   
 
Online Component – Research Paper (60 points) 
 
The online component of this course is a research paper. This is an opportunity for you to learn 
more about a topic that interests you. The paper should be 1600-2000 words in length, plus 
bibliography. It will be based primarily on a close reading of three cultural anthropology articles, 
one cultural anthropology book, or three chapters from an edited cultural anthropology book. 
Online assignments are designed as a step-by-step process to develop and write a great research 
paper. The paper topic is your choice!  You can choose any topic relevant to the body. For example, 
you can examine how cultural or political ideas are represented in or applied to the body or you can 
use a particular bodily practice as a way to analyze cultural values or ideals in a specific context.  Dr. 
Harris will provide a list of topic ideas to help you think about possibilities.  To have fun with this 
project, it is most important to choose a topic based on your own interest and information available. 
 
Grading Structure 
 
Midterm Exam        40 points 
Final Exam             40 points 
Quizzes (12 out of 14)       60 points 
Research Paper        60 points 
       
      Total:  200 points 
 
Class participation will be used to help students whose final course grade is on the borderline. 
 
Grading Scale         
 
Grade   A   A-  B+   B   B-  C+   C   C-  D+   D   D-    F 
Total 
Points 


200-
187 


186-
179 


178-
173 


172-
167 


166-
159 


158-
153 


152-
147 


146-
139 


138-
133 


132-
127 


126-
119 


118- 
0  
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Course Policies 
 
Computer Policy 
 
Research shows that typing notes on a computer is less effective than taking notes with pen and 
paper for retaining information. Computers are also often a distraction for you and your classmates.  
Therefore, computers are not allowed in class. Please come prepared to take notes by hand.   
 
Because you will not have access to electronic versions of the readings during class, you should bring 
hard copies for use during class discussion. You can print for free at different locations on campus 
(https://studentgovernment.ucf.edu/services/academic/printing). If you are an Honors College 
student, you can also check with your college or department to see if they provide facilities for free 
printing.  If Student Accessibility Services has approved your use of a computer in class, please let 
Dr. Harris know as soon as possible. 
 
Respectful Behavior 
 
Diversity is a defining feature and strength of UCF. Our differences with respect to race, ethnicity, 
religion, sexuality, gender, immigration status, age, socioeconomic status, and more enhance our 
ability to achieve UCF’s core missions of teaching, research, and public service. We welcome faculty, 
staff, and students from all backgrounds and want everyone at UCF to feel respected and valued.  
 
You are expected to conduct yourself in a respectful manner in all class discussions and interactions 
with Dr. Harris and your classmates. You should also be respectful of the class start time. Arriving 
late is distracting to both Dr. Harris and your classmates.  Please make every effort to be punctual.  
 
Open Exchange 
 
Fundamental to UCF’s mission is support for an environment where divergent ideas, theories, and 
philosophies can be openly exchanged and critically evaluated. Consistent with these principles, this 
course may involve discussion of ideas that you find uncomfortable, disagreeable, or even offensive. 
These ideas are intended to be presented in an objective manner and not as an endorsement of what 
you should personally believe. Objective means that the idea presented can be tested by critical peer 
review and rigorous debate, and that the idea is supported by credible research. Not all ideas can be 
supported by objective methods or criteria. Regardless, you may decide that certain ideas are worthy 
of your personal belief. In this course, however, you may be asked to engage with complex ideas and 
to demonstrate an understanding of the ideas. Understanding an idea does not mean that you are 
required to believe it or agree with it. 
 
Knights Email and Webcourses Communication 


 
There will be important email and Webcourses communications between Dr. Harris and the class. 
You are responsible for checking your Knights email and Webcourses regularly (at least once a day). 
 
Late Policy 
 
Late assignments will receive a lower grade. For research paper assignments, your grade will be 
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lowered by one point if submitted after the deadline. For example, if the assignment is worth three 
points but it is submitted late, your grade will be two points. For the final research paper, your grade 
will be lowered by one point per hour after the deadline. For example, if you received 48 points on 
the paper but it was submitted three hours after the deadline, your grade will be 45 points. 
Extensions will be given only in the case of extenuating circumstances. 
 
Grade Disputes 
 
If you want to dispute a grade on a particular assignment, please come to Dr. Harris’s office hours 
to discuss it. If she agrees to re-read your work, please be aware that her willingness to do so is not a 
guarantee that your grade for the assignment will be changed. 
 
Academic Integrity 
 
You are expected to do your own work in this course. You should familiarize yourself with UCF’s 
Rules of Conduct (http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/process/roc). According to Section 1, “Academic 
Misconduct,” you are prohibited from engaging in the following:  


• Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information, or 
study aids in any academic exercise unless specifically authorized by Dr. Harris. The 
unauthorized possession of examination or course-related material also constitutes cheating. 


• Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral means: The presentation of 
material which has not been studied or learned, but rather was obtained through someone 
else’s efforts and used as part of an examination, course assignment, or project. 


• Commercial use of academic material: Selling of course material to another person, student, 
and/or uploading course material to a third-party vendor without authorization or without 
the express written permission of the university and Dr. Harris. Course materials include but 
are not limited to class notes, Dr. Harris’s PowerPoints, course syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, 
instruction sheets, homework, study guides, handouts, etc. 


• Falsifying or misrepresenting your own academic work. 
• Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the source, 


thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is your own. 
• Multiple submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than once without 


the express written permission of Dr. Harris. 
• Helping another student cheat or violate academic behavior standards 


 
Responses to Academic Misconduct  
  
Engaging in academic misconduct it will not be tolerated in this course and will carry serious 
consequences.  You should familiarize yourself with the procedures for academic misconduct in 
UCF’s Student Handbook, The Golden Rule (http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu). 
 
UCF faculty members have a responsibility for students’ education and the value of a UCF degree. 
We seek to prevent unethical behavior and, when necessary, respond to academic misconduct.  
Penalties can include a zero grade for an exam or in the course and/or suspension or expulsion from 
the university.  Another penalty is receiving a “Z Designation” on your official transcription, 
indicating academic dishonesty, resulting in the final grade for this course being preceded by the 
letter Z.  For more information about the Z Designation: http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade. 
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Campus Safety 
 
Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise during class, everyone needs to work 
together.  You should be aware of your surroundings and familiar with the following basic safety 
concepts: 


• In case of emergency, dial 911 for assistance. 
• Every classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall near the door.  


You should make a note of the guide’s physical location and review the online version: 
http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html 


• You should know the evacuation routes from the classroom and have a plan for finding 
safety in case of an emergency. 


• If there is a medical emergency during class, you may need to access a first-aid kit or 
Automated External Defibrillator. To learn where those are located, see this website: 
https://ehs.ucf.edu/automated-external-defibrillator-aed-locations.  


• To stay informed about emergency situations, you can sign up to receive UCF text alerts by 
logging into my.ucf.edu. Click on “Student Self Service” located on the left side of the screen 
in the tool bar, scroll down to the blue “Personal Information” heading on the Student 
Center Screen, click on “UCF Alert,” fill out the information (including email address, cell 
phone number, and cell phone provider), click “Apply” to save the changes, and click “OK.” 


• Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with Dr. Harris.  
• To learn how to manage an active shooter situation on campus or elsewhere, consider 


viewing this video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NIKYajEx4pk 
 
Deployed Active Duty Military Students 
 
If you are deployed active duty military and/or National Guard personnel and require 
accommodation should contact Dr. Harris as soon as possible after the semester begins and/or after 
you receive notification of deployment to make related arrangements. 
 
Make-Up Assignments for Authorized University Activities 
 
If you represent UCF in an authorized activity (ex. student-athletes) and are unable to meet a course 
deadline due to a conflict with that event, then you must provide Dr. Harris with documentation in 
advance to arrange a make-up. No penalty will be applied. For more information: 
https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-401.pdf 
 
Religious Observance 
 
You must notify Dr. Harris in advance if you will miss class for a religious observance.  For more 
information: http://regulations.ucf.edu/chapter5/documents/5.020ReligiousObservancesFINAL 
Jan19.pdf 
 
Obtaining Notes for Missed Lectures 
 
Dr. Harris does not provide copies of her lectures. If you miss a lecture, it is your responsibility to 
obtain notes from a classmate for that lecture. 
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In-Class Recording 
 
You may record a class lecture for your own personal educational use. A class lecture is defined as a 
formal or methodical oral presentation as part of a course intended to present information or teach 
students about a particular subject. Recording classroom activities other than lectures, including but 
not limited to class discussion (except when incidental to and incorporated within a lecture), test or 
examination administrations, and private conversations, is prohibited. Recordings may not be used 
as a substitute for class participation and class attendance, and may not be published or shared 
without the written consent of the faculty member. Failure to adhere to these requirements may 
constitute a violation of the UCF’s Student Code of Conduct as described in The Golden Rule. 
 
Student Accessibility 
 
UCF is committed to providing access and inclusion for all persons with disabilities.  Students with 
disabilities who need access to course content due to course design limitations should contact Dr. 
Harris as soon as possible.  Students should also connect with Student Accessibility Services (SAS) 
at http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu, 407-823-2371, or Ferrell Commons 185.  For students connected to SAS, 
a Course Accessibility Letter may be created and sent to Dr. Harris, which informs her of potential 
course access and accommodations that might be necessary and reasonable. Determining reasonable 
access and accommodations requires consideration of the course design, course learning objectives, 
and the individual academic and course barriers experienced by the student.  Further conversation 
with SAS, Dr. Harris, and the student may be warranted to ensure an accessible course experience. 
 
Writing Center Services 
 
You will be doing a lot of writing in this course, and all writers can use help.  UCF has a great 
Writing Center that provides free consultations where you can meet with writing tutors at any stage 
of the writing process (brainstorming, organization, drafts, etc.). They also offer grammar 
workshops and host writing groups. To learn more about the Writing Center’s services and/or to 
schedule an online or in-person appointment: https://uwc.cah.ucf.edu.   
 
Academic Activity Record 
 
You must document your academic activity at the beginning of the semester by completing an 
Academic Activity Quiz on Webcourses by Friday, August 26.  This quiz includes a few questions 
about this syllabus.  This quiz is not part of your course grade; it only documents your presence in 
the class.  Not completing the quiz may result in a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid.      
 
Required Texts 
 
The required books for this course are: 


 
 
 
 


•   Saini, Angela. 2019. Superior: The Return of Race Science. Boston: Beacon Press.  
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•   Taylor, Nicole, and Mimi Nichter. 2022. A Filtered Life: Social Media on a College  
           Campus. New York: Routledge. 
 
 


 
The required books are available for purchase at the student bookstore. Several additional readings 
are also required and available on Webcourses under the Modules tab. All assigned readings are 
listed in the class schedule below, which specifies the date by which you are expected to read them. 
To access Webcourses: login at https://webcourses.ucf.edu, go to Courses, and select ANT4081-
22Fall 0M01. Technical support for Webcourses is available at webcourses@ucf.edu, 407-823-0407, 
and https://cdl.ucf.edu/support/webcourses. 
 
Course Schedule 
 
Week 1  
 
Monday, August 22 
 


• TOPIC: Syllabus and course overview 
 
Wednesday, August 24 
 


• TOPIC: Scientific Knowledge 
 


• READINGS:  Latour, Bruno and Steve Woolgar. 1986. Laboratory Life: The Construction of  
                       Scientific Facts. Princeton: Princeton University Press. (pg. 27-33) 
 
                Latour, Bruno. 1987. Science in Action: How to Follow Scientists and Engineers  
                       Through Society. Cambridge: Harvard University Press. (Introduction, pg. 1-17) 


 
                 Viner, Katharine. 2016. “How Technology Disrupted the Truth.” The 


           Guardian, 12 July, http://www.theguardian.com/media/2016/jul/12/ 
                                   how-technology-disrupted-the-truth 
 
Online 
 


• Assignment #1: Become familiar with the Webcourses site and make sure you can access 
readings (instructions on Webcourses). 


 


 


Week 2  
 
Monday, August 29 
 


• GUEST SPEAKER: Missy Murphey – UCF Library  
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• NO READING 
 


Wednesday, August 31 
 


• TOPIC: Expert Knowledge 
 


• READING:  Goldstein, Donna, and Kira Hall. 2015. “Mass Hysteria in Le Roy, New York: 
            How Brain Experts Materialized Truth and Outscienced Environmental 


          Inquiry.” American Ethnologist 42:640-657.       
 
Online 
 


• Assignment #2: Submit preliminary paper topic ideas, keywords, and preferred geographic 
areas.  Examples of topics listed on assignment (instructions on Webcourses). 


 


Week 3 
 
Monday, September 5
 


• NO CLASS – LABOR DAY 
 


Wednesday, September 7
 


• TOPIC: Lay Expertise  
 


• READINGS:  Epstein, Steven. 1995. “The Construction of Lay Expertise: AIDS Activism  
           and the Forging of Credibility in the Reform of Clinical Trials.” Science,  
           Technology, & Human Values 20(4):408-437.  
 
           Kramer, Larry. 1983. “1,112 and Counting.” New York Native, March 17-24. 


 
Online 
 


• Assignment #3: Begin searching for articles/book/book chapters (instructions on 
Webcourses). 
 


• VIDEO: “How To Survive a Plague” 
 


Week 4 
 
Monday, September 12 
 


• TOPIC: Race Science – Part 1 
         


  QUIZ #2 


  QUIZ #3 


  QUIZ #1 
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• READING:  Saini, Ch. 2 - Ch. 4 (pg. 25-70) 
 


Wednesday, September 14 
 


• TOPIC: Race Science – Part 2 
 


• READING: Saini, Ch. 5 - Ch. 7 (pg. 71-125) 
  
Online 
 


• Assignment #4: Submit list of proposed articles/books/book chapters. Wait for approval 
and feedback (instructions on Webcourses). 


 


Week 5 
 
Monday, September 19 
 


• GUEST SPEAKER: Dr. Donovan Adams – UCF Department of Anthropology 
 


• NO READING 
 


Wednesday, September 21 
 


• TOPIC: Race Science – Part 3 
 


• READING:  Saini, Ch. 10 - Ch. 11 (pg. 166-202)  
 
Online 
 


• Assignment #5: Submit revised list of articles/books/book chapters and wait for approval 
or start reading and annotating (instructions on Webcourses). 


 


Week 6 
 


Monday, September 26 
 


• TOPIC: Race and Technology – Part 1 
 


• READING:  Benjamin, Ruha. 2019. Race After Technology: Abolitionist Tools for the New Jim  
         Code. Cambridge: Polity Press. (Ch. 1, pg. 49-76) 


 


 


  QUIZ #4 


  QUIZ #5 
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Wednesday, September 28 
 


• TOPIC: Race and Technology – Part 2 
 


• NO READING 
 


• VIDEO: “Coded Bias” (Part 1) 
 
Online 
 


• Assignment #6: Read and annotate (instructions on Webcourses). 
 


Week 7 
 
Monday, October 3       
 


• TOPIC: Race and Technology – Part 3 
 


• NO READING 
 


• VIDEO: “Coded Bias” (Part 2) 
 


Wednesday, October 5       
 


• TOPIC: Poverty and Technology 
 
• READING:  Eubanks, Virginia. 2018. Automating Inequality: How High-Tech Tools Profile, Police,  


        and Punish the Poor. New York: St. Martin’s Press. (Ch. 4, pg. 127-173) 
 
Online 
 


• Assignment #7: Submit annotated bibliography (instructions on Webcourses). 
 
 


Week 8 
 
Monday, October 10 
 
 


 
 
Wednesday, October 12       
 


• TOPIC: Social Media – Part 1 


MIDTERM EXAM 


  QUIZ #6 


  QUIZ #7 
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• READING:  Taylor and Nichter, Ch. 1 (pg. 27-54)  


 
Online 
 


• Assignment #8: Submit outline for research paper (~1 page) (instructions on Webcourses). 
 


 
Week 9 
 
Monday, October 17 
 


• TOPIC: Social Media – Part 2 
 
• READING:  Taylor and Nichter, Ch. 2 (pg. 55-87) 


 


Wednesday, October 19       
 


• TOPIC: Social Media – Part 3 
 
• READING:  Taylor and Nichter, Ch. 3 (pg. 88-123) 


 
Online 
 


• Assignment #9: Begin writing research paper (instructions on Webcourses).  
 


Week 10 
 
Monday, October 24 
 


• TOPIC: Social Media – Part 4 
 
• READING:  Taylor and Nichter, Ch. 4 (pg. 124-160) 


 


Wednesday, October 26       
 


• TOPIC: Genetics and Identity – Part 1 
 


• READING:  TallBear, Kim. 2013. Native American DNA: Tribal Belonging and the False Promise  
        of Genetic Science. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press. (Ch. 1, pg. 31-66)    
Online 
 


• Assignment #10: Proceed with writing research paper (instructions on Webcourses). 
 


  QUIZ #9 


  QUIZ #8 







 13 


 


Week 11 
 
Monday, October 31 
 


• TOPIC: Genetics and Identity – Part 2 
 


• READING:  TallBear, Kim. 2013. Native American DNA: Tribal Belonging and the False Promise  
        of Genetic Science. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press. (Ch. 2, pg. 67- 
                                 103)    
     


Wednesday, November 2       
 


• TOPIC: Genetics and Identity – Part 3 
 


• READING:  TallBear, Kim. 2013. Native American DNA: Tribal Belonging and the False Promise  
        of Genetic Science. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press. (Ch. 3, pg. 105- 
        141)   
 
Online 
 


• Assignment #11: Proceed with writing research paper (instructions on Webcourses). 
 


 


Week 12 
 
Monday, November 7 
 


• TOPIC: Science and Social Justice 
 


• READING:  Gandsman, Ari. 2009. “‘Do You Know Who You Are?’: Radical Existential 
                      Doubt and Scientific Certainty in the Search for the Kidnapped Children of  


             the Disappeared in Argentina.” Ethos 37:441-465. 
 
Wednesday, November 9       
 


• NO CLASS 
 
• VIDEO: “Dramatic Stories of Argentina’s Stolen Children” 


 
 
Online 
 


• Assignment #12: Proceed with writing research paper (instructions on Webcourses). 
 


  QUIZ #10 


QUIZ #11 
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Week 13 
 
Monday, November 14 
 


• TOPIC: Technology and Tragedy 
 


• READING:  Black, Edwin. 2001. IBM and the Holocaust. Washington, D.C.: Dialog Press.  
         (Ch. 1- Ch. 3, pg. 19-74) 


 


Wednesday, November 16       
 


• TOPIC: Technology and the Body – Part 1 
 
• READING:  Lupton, Deborah. 2016. The Quantified Self. Cambridge: Polity Press. (Ch. 3, pg.  


        64-87). 
 
Online 
 


• Assignment #13: Proceed with writing research paper (instructions on Webcourses). 
 


 


Week 14 
 
Monday, November 21 
 


• TOPIC: Technology and the Body – Part 2 
 
• READING:  Fotopoulou, Aristea, and Kate O’Riordan. 2017. “Training to Self-Care:  


        Fitness Tracking, Biopedagogy, and the Healthy Consumer.” Health Sociology  
        Review 26(1): 54-68. 
 


Wednesday, November 23       
 


• NO CLASS – THANKSGIVING BREAK 
 
Online 
 


• Assignment #14: Proceed with writing research paper (instructions on Webcourses). 
 


Week 15 
 
Monday, November 28 
 


• TOPIC: Technology and the Body – Part 3 


 QUIZ #12 


 QUIZ #13 


 QUIZ #14 
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• READING:  Ajana, Btihaj. 2022. “Personal Science and the Quantified Self Guru.” In  
         Digital Wellness, Health, and Fitness Influencers: Critical Perspectives on Digital Guru  
         Media, edited by Stefan Lawrence. London: Routledge. 


 


Wednesday, November 30       
 


• TOPIC: Final Exam Review 
 


• NO READING 
 
Online  


 
• Assignment #15: Proceed with writing and final editing (instructions on Webcourses). 


 


Finals Week 
 
Sunday, December 4  
 
 
 
 
 


TBD 
 
 
 FINAL EXAM 


Research Paper due by 
11:59pm 








 


ANT4521 (0M01) • Prof. Katherine Lane • 3.0 Credit Hours 


Fall 2022 • Tuesdays 3-4:20pm in CB2 106 and online! 


Professor Contact 


Professor: Prof. Katherine Lane, MA 


Office: Howard Phillips Hall  (UCF Main campus) 


Office hours: Tuesdays 12-1:30pm in TBD and by private appointment  


Contact: 
Katherine.Lane@ucf.edu or Inbox in Webcourses; please allow 24-48 hour response 


time on weekdays 


For a full list of readings and due dates by module click 
here for the Course Schedule snapshot. For the most up-
to-date information on due dates, check the Course 
Summary at the end. 


Syllabus Quick Links 


• Course Description 


• Learning Objectives 


• Required Texts  


o Recommended 


Resources 


o Grading Scale 


o Student Evaluation 


• Make-Up Work 


• Taking Online Courses 


• Suggested Weekly Schedule 


• UCF Mobile App 


•  


• Course Requirements 


• Important Things  


o Required COVID Statements 


o Academic Responsibility and Integrity 


o Respect for Diversity 


o Campus Safety 


o Student Accessibility Services 


o Deployed Active Duty Students 


o Religious Observances 


• Copyright and FERPA 
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University Catalogue Description 


The study of human skeletal remains in relation to a legal context. Prerequisite(s): One of the 


following; ANT 2511, CHS 3501, any 4000 level Criminal Justice class, or C.I.  


Course Description 


This course will emphasize the role of forensic anthropology within broader forensic 


investigations of death. Forensic anthropologists study the human skeleton, and forensic 


anthropology is an applied subfield of biological anthropology that uses methods developed in 


skeletal biology and forensic science towards issues of medicolegal significance.  You will be 


presented with an overview of the techniques that forensic anthropologists use in the laboratory 


for human identification and trauma analysis. Proficiency in forensic anthropology techniques 


will not be taught. 


NOTE: Images of human and animal remains, both skeletonized and in varying states of 


decomposition, are shown throughout the lectures to provide context or examples for the 


course topics. 


We will explore these various topics through lectures, assigned readings, written exercises, and 


films. Your final grade will be assessed through your performance on assignments and exams. 


The syllabus may be modified as determined by your professor. All changes will be announced 


on Webcourses. 


This course will be delivered as a mixed mode or hybrid course, meaning we will meet in 


person on campus on Tuesday afternoons and all other content is posted on Webcourses. 


All assignments, quizzes, and exams are completed online.  


Please wear masks in this class for the protection of yourselves and those around you who 


may be at higher risk from COVID complications. 


Anthropology majors! This course counts as a Restricted Elective towards the major 


requirements. This course is also required for the Crime Scene Investigation Certificate! 


Learning Objectives 


By the end of this course you will be able to: 


• Explain how forensic anthropology grew as a discipline. 


• Understand the basic skeletal methods used by forensic anthropologists. 


• Evaluate the role of forensic anthropology within broader forensic investigations of 


death. 


• Use case studies to learn how data produced with these scientific techniques can address 


major research questions in forensic anthropology. 







Required Text (pssst... it's free!) 


  


Forensic Anthropology: Current Methods and Practice, 2019, by 


Christensen et al. 


This book is available FOR FREE through the UCF Library. You will 


need to log in with your NID and password to access the pdf of the 


chapters: https://www.sciencedirect.com/book/9780128157343/forensic-


anthropology 


I will provide you with additional readings electronically on Webcourses. Woo! 


If you are interested in this subject, I recommend the Forensic Anthropology Training Manual 


3rd Edition by Karen Ramey Burns, but it is not required for this course. 


Recommended Resources 


Professional Organizations 


American Association of Forensic Science: https://www.aafs.org/  


American Board of Forensic Anthropology: http://theabfa.org/  


Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency (DPAA): https://www.dpaa.mil/  


Orange County Medical Examiner's Office: 


https://www.orangecountyfl.net/FamiliesHealthSocialSvcs/MedicalExaminer/MedicalExaminers


Office.aspx#.XR0IuHt7nUI  


Indiana State Coroners Training Board: https://www.in.gov/ctb/  


Florida UnIdentified Decedents DataBase (FLUIDDB): http://fluiddb.com/ 


Forensic Anthropology Research Facilities (in North America) 


Applied Anatomical Research Center (AARC)-Sam Houston State University: 


https://www.shsu.edu/centers/aarc/  


Complex for Forensic Anthropology Research (CFAR)-Southern Illinois University, Carbondale: 


https://cola.siu.edu/anthro/cfar/  


Forensic Anthropology Center (FAC)-University of Tennessee: https://fac.utk.edu/ 


Forensic Anthropology Research Facility (FARF)-Texas State University-San Marcos: 


https://www.txstate.edu/anthropology/facts/labs/farf.html 


Forensic Investigation Research Station (FIRS)-Colorado Mesa University: 


https://www.coloradomesa.edu/forensic-investigation-research-station/index.html  


Forensic Osteology Research Center (FOREST)-Western Carolina University: 


https://www.wcu.edu/learn/departments-schools-colleges/cas/social-


sciences/anthsoc/foranth/forensic-anthro-facilities.aspx  


Forensic Research Outdoor Station (FROST)-Northern Michigan University: 


https://www.nmu.edu/frost/home 


The Secure Site for Research in Thanatology (SSRT)-Université du Québec à Trois-Rivières: 
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https://nationalpost.com/news/canada/canadas-first-body-farm-to-open-in-quebec-and-people-


are-already-signing-up-to-be-donors 


University of South Florida/IFAAS FORT (Facility for Outdoor Research & Training): 


http://forensics.usf.edu/ 


Grading Scale (+/- letter grades) 


A 94-100%     B+ 87-89%   C+ 77-79%     D+ 


A- 90-93%   B 84-86%   C 70-76%   D 


        B- 80-83%         F 


Important Things About Your Grade! 


This course is a requirement for some Criminal Justice-oriented certificates. Many programs 


require you to earn a “C” or better for this course to count towards your degree! Lucky for you, I 


don't assign C-! 


Student Evaluation 


Your final grade for the course is weighted and is based on your performance on the following: 


Assignment  Percent  Description 


Case Study 


Responses 
 15%  Complete 4 of 6 posted responses to case studies in forensic 


anthropology 


Investigate This!  15%  Complete 4 of 6 exercises applying various methods in forensic 


anthropology 


Quizzes  10%  Complete 2 quizzes 


Exams  60%  Complete 3 exams made up of true/false, multiple choice, fill-in-


the-blank, short answer questions. ProctorHub enabled. 


Attendance: This is a mixed-mode course! As such you are expected to attend class on the 


assigned days and log in regularly each week to complete the assigned online activities. 


Case Study Responses: I will post a number of articles for you to read and questions to answer. 


Although there are 6 posted Case Studies, you are only required to turn in 4 of these. You may 


choose any 4 you like, but you must turn in each online by their respective due dates. If you 


skip a Case Study Response, you will receive a zero for that assignment. Webcourses 


Gradebook will automatically drop the lowest two scores when calculating your final Case 


Study Response grade. All responses will be run through TurnItIn.com, so make sure you turn 


in your own work in your own words. 


Investigate This!: Choose 4 of 6 posted written exercises relating to investigating topics in 


forensic anthropology. Although there are 6 posted Investigate This assignments, you are only 


required to turn in 4 of these. You may choose any 4 you like, but you must turn in each online 
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by their respective due dates. If you skip an Investigate This! assignment, you will receive a 


zero for that assignment. The Grade book will automatically drop the lowest two scores when 


calculating your final 'Investigate This' grade. These all have different due dates so keep track 


(also see section on make-up work)! 


Quizzes: There will be 2 online quizzes made up of multiple choice, true/false, and fill-in-the-


blank questions; one is a human osteology quiz and the other is a skeletal trauma quiz. There are 


no make-ups for these quizzes so make sure you take them during their assigned times (also see 


the section on make-up work)! 


Exams: There are 3 online exams in this course. Exams are made up of true/false, multiple 


choice, short answer, and fill-in-the blank questions and are based on all the material presented 


online. There will be no make-ups for exams without proper documentation (this means a 


doctor’s note, proof of accident, family emergency, etc.; also see the section on make-up work). 


The Final Exam (Exam 3) is scheduled during the final exam period. NOTE: ProctorHub is 


enabled. 


What About Make-Up Work? 


Students who represent the university in an authorized event or activity (for example, 


student-athletes) and who are unable to meet a course deadline due to a conflict with that event 


must provide the instructor with documentation in advance to arrange a make-up. No penalty 


will be applied. 


Make-up assignments, quizzes, or exams may be given in extreme circumstances such as the 


birth/arrival of a new baby (hey, there have been several little Knights born!), bereavement, 


catastrophe, hurricanes, pan-Internet virus, global pandemics (!!), etc. Please note that the make-


up quiz/exam/assignment may be different than the original quiz/exam/assignment. Out-of-town 


vacations, trips, mild colds, computer malfunctions, power outages, World War Z, and other 


similar circumstances do not qualify as extreme. If you experience an exceptional family 


emergency or other circumstance that affects your coursework and/or causes you to miss 


multiple assignments or exams, let me know as soon as possible and contact Student Care 


Services: https://scs.sdes.ucf.edu/services/ 


It is your responsibility to contact me. I can't help you unless I know there is a problem. 


In exceptional circumstances, an incomplete grade may be given per University policies. 


Individual arrangements must be made with your professor for the completion of the course 


requirements, but in no case will the date set extend beyond the end of the following semester. 


Students who experience chronic medical or personal problems that prevent them from logging 


in regularly and participating are encouraged to review policies relating to securing a leave of 


absence from their university studies. 


What is the Weekly Schedule? 
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The following table provides the weekly cycle of work that you are expected to complete for 


this class. The due dates are firm (unless otherwise noted,) but this is just a suggestion how to 


allocate your time reading and completing assignments throughout the week: 


Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 


• Exams 


(3) close 


by 


11:59pm 


• Quizzes 


due by 


11:59pm 


• Assignm


ents due 


by 


11:59pm 


• Start 


revie


w of 


mod


ule 


page


s 


• Read 


requir


ed 


readi


ngs 


• Watc


h any 


video 


or 


medi


a in 
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les 


• Revie


w 


notes 


and 


readi
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• Revi


ew 


poste


d 


lectu


res 


• Quiz


zes 


and 


exam


s 


open 


at 


8am 


• Dan


ce 


UCF Mobile App!! 


The UCF Webcourses mobile app has been greatly improved for your use. Having said that, I 


would not recommend using the Mobile App to complete any written work if possible and I 


would definitely not use it to take any exam! BUT, it is great for checking on grades and 


announcements, and even listening to your audio lectures! You should be logging into your 


courses every weekday, and you should preferably be completing your assignments and exams 


on a laptop or desktop whenever possible! 


Course Requirements 


Over the course of this semester, you will be expected to: 


• Attend class 


• Listen to all audio lectures and complete online content 


• Read and watch all posted materials 


• Complete all assignments and exams by their due dates 


• Log into Wecbourses regularly--I can see when you log in and how long you look at your 


Webcourses class! 


Modules will open regularly and all quizzes, assignments, and exams are due on specific dates 


throughout the course (see schedule below). This is to provide you with a regularly-paced online 


work environment. All quizzes, exams, and assignments will be submitted online. No paper! 


Save the trees! 







Important Things 


First and foremost, read this syllabus. This document is your guide so that you can keep up with 


the scheduled readings, assignments, and exams. There are many due dates for the case study 


responses and quizzes, so you have to stay on top of this. Second, if you email me using your 


Knights account, include ANT 4521 or Forensic Anthropology in the subject heading and don’t 


forget to include your full name so we know who you are. Otherwise, use the Inbox function in 


Webcourses to contact us. Lastly, read the syllabus, it really is like your best friend for this 


course. 


Getting Started Information: We are required to document students' academic activity at the 


beginning of each course. In order to document that you began this course, YOU MUST TAKE 


THE GETTING STARTED QUIZ BY FRIDAY. Failure to do so will result in a delay in the 


disbursement of your financial aid. And no one wants that. 


Statements Regarding COVID-19 


UCF expects that all members of our campus community who are able to do so get vaccinated, 


and we expect all members of our campus community to wear masks indoors, in line with the 


latest CDC guidelines. Masks are required in approved clinical or health care settings. 


I recognize and understand the difficult times we are all in. The COVID-19 pandemic impacts us 


all in many ways, including physically, mentally, emotionally, financially, academically, and 


professionally. I will work with you on challenges you may be encountering and to provide 


support to help you succeed.  


Notifications in Case of Changes to Course Modality 


If the instructor falls ill during the semester, there may be temporary changes to this course, 


including having a backup instructor take over the course or going remote for a short time. 


Please look for announcements or mail in Webcourses@UCF or Knights email for any 


temporary alterations to this course. 


COVID-19 and Illness Notification 


Students who believe they may have been exposed to COVID-19 or who test positive must 


contact UCF Student Health Services (407-823-2509) so proper contact tracing procedures can 


take place. Students should not come to campus if they are ill, are experiencing any symptoms of 


COVID-19 or have tested positive for COVID-19. 


Students should contact their instructor(s) as soon as possible if they miss class for any illness to 


discuss reasonable adjustments that might need to be made. When possible, students should 


contact their instructor(s) before missing class. 


Course Accessibility and Disability COVID-19 Supplemental Statement 
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Accommodations may need to be added or adjusted should this course shift from an on-campus 


to a remote format. Students with disabilities should speak with their instructor and should 


contact sas@ucf.edu to discuss specific accommodations for this or other courses. 


Academic Responsibility and Integrity 


Time management, problem solving, responsibility and personal accountability are among the 


most important things you can learn in college. To be successful in this class (and in college in 


general), you will need to check Webcourses regularly (and often!), keep up with assigned 


readings and make every effort to complete assignments, quizzes and exams on time and in a 


professional manner! 


Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of Conduct. According to Section 1, 


"Academic Misconduct," students are prohibited from engaging in: 


• Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information 


or study aids in any academic exercise unless specifically authorized by the instructor of 


record. The unauthorized possession of examination or course-related material also 


constitutes cheating. 


• Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral means: The 


presentation of material which has not been studied or learned, but rather was obtained 


through someone else’s efforts and used as part of an examination, course assignment, or 


project. 


• Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to another person, 


student, and/or uploading course material to a third-party vendor without authorization or 


without the express written permission of the university and the instructor. Course 


materials include but are not limited to class notes, Instructor’s PowerPoints, course 


syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, instruction sheets, homework, study guides, handouts, etc. 


• Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work. 


• Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the source, 


thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s own. 


• Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than once 


without the express written permission of the instructor. 


• Helping another violate academic behavior standards. 


For more information about Academic Integrity, students may consult The Center for Academic 


Integrity. 


For more information about plagiarism and misuse of sources, see “Defining and Avoiding 


Plagiarism: The WPA Statement on Best Practices”. 


Academic Integrity: Plagiarism and/or cheating of any kind on an examination, quiz, or 


assignment will result at least in an "F" for that assignment (and may, depending on the severity 


of the case, lead to an "F" or “Z” for the entire course). It may also be subject to appropriate 


referral to the UCF Office of Student Conduct for further action. See UCF Golden Rule and the 


UCF Rules of Conduct for more information. I will assume that you will adhere to the academic 
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creed of this University and will maintain the highest standards of academic integrity. In other 


words, don't cheat by giving answers to others or taking them from anyone else. If you let your 


friend copy your assignment or exam answers, that is plagiarism also and you will both be 


subject to a Z grade. Keep this in mind before you decide to "help out" a friend. Also, please 


keep in mind while the Internet is an excellent source of quick information, it is not necessarily 


an excellent source of valid information and may also be a source of plagiarism in its own right. 


Absolutely do not copy and paste from the Internet on any assignment or exam. This will be bad 


for you. And anyhow, I have Google too so I'll know. 


*I will also adhere to the highest standards of academic integrity, so please do not ask me to 


change or expect me to change your grade illegitimately or to bend or break rules for one 


person that will not apply to everyone. This is particularly the case when it comes to final 


grades.* 


Trolling: Trolls, don't be one, don't do it. See statement below. 


Respect for diversity and inclusion: This class will be conducted in a way that respects all 


aspects of diversity and it is my intent to teach this course so that all students, no matter their 


gender identity, sexuality, disability, age, socioeconomic status, immigration status, 


ethnicity, and culture, are respected. It is expected that everyone show respect for one another 


and the diverse issues and topics that will be covered. If you make inappropriate statements or 


act aggressively toward other students in class, on the Discussion boards, assignments or other 


areas of the classroom, you may be removed from the course and subject to action by the 


Office of Student Conduct. Also, please let me know if you would like me to use specific 


personal gender pronouns (PGPs) when communicating with you. Check here to find out how 


to set your PGPs: https://community.canvaslms.com/t5/Student-Guide/How-do-I-select-personal-


pronouns-in-my-user-account-as-a/ta-p/456 


Campus Safety (if you are on campus) 


Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise during class, everyone needs to work 


together. Students should be aware of their surroundings and familiar with some basic safety and 


security concepts. 


• In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance. 


• Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall near the 


door. Students should make a note of the guide’s physical location and review the online 


version at <http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html>. 


• Students should know the evacuation routes from each of their classrooms and have a 


plan for finding safety in case of an emergency. 


• If there is a medical emergency during class, students may need to access a first-aid kit or 


AED (Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those are located, see 


<http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/AEDlocations-UCF> (click on link from menu on left). 


• To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text 


alerts by going to <https://my.ucf.edu> and logging in. Click on “Student Self Service” 


located on the left side of the screen in the toolbar, scroll down to the blue “Personal 
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Information” heading on the Student Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the 


information, including e-mail address, cell phone number, and cell phone provider, click 


“Apply” to save the changes, and then click “OK.” 


• Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their 


instructors outside of class. 


Student Accessibility Services 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all persons 


with disabilities. Students with disabilities who need access to course content due to course 


design limitations should contact the professor as soon as possible. Students should also connect 


with Student Accessibility Services (SAS) <http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/> (Ferrell Commons 185, 


sas@ucf.edu, phone 407-823-2371). For students connected with SAS, a Course Accessibility 


Letter may be created and sent to professors, which informs faculty of potential course access 


and accommodations that might be necessary and reasonable. Determining reasonable access and 


accommodations requires consideration of the course design, course learning objectives and the 


individual academic and course barriers experienced by the student. Further conversation with 


SAS, faculty and the student may be warranted to ensure an accessible course experience. 


Deployed Active Military Students 


Students who are deployed active duty military and/or National Guard personnel and require 


accommodation should contact their instructors as soon as possible after the semester begins 


and/or after they receive notification of deployment to make related arrangements. 


Religious Observances 


Students must notify their instructor in advance if they intend to miss class for a religious 


observance. For more information, see the UCF policy at 


<http://regulations.ucf.edu/chapter5/documents/5.020ReligiousObservancesFINALJan19.pdf>. 


Copyright 


This course may contain copyright-protected materials such as audio or video clips, images, text 


materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use doctrine in order to 


enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, download or distribute these 


items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for this online classroom environment 


and your use only. All copyright materials are credited to the copyright holder. 


There are many fraudulent websites claiming to offer study aids to students but are actually cheat 


sites. They encourage students to upload course materials, such as test questions, individual 


assignments, and examples of graded material. Such materials are the intellectual property of 


instructors, the university, or publishers and may not be distributed without prior authorization 
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(see Copyright statement above). Students who engage in such activity are in violation of 


academic conduct standards and may face penalties. Also, it's just not cool. 


Third-Party Software and FERPA 


During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or software 


applications sometimes called third-party software such as a blog or wiki. While some of these 


could be required assignments, you need not make any personally identifying information on a 


public site. Do not post or provide any private information about yourself or your classmates. 


Where appropriate you may use a pseudonym or nickname. Some written assignments posted 


publicly may require personal reflection/comments, but the assignments will not require you to 


disclose any personally identity-sensitive information. If you have any concerns about this, 


please contact your instructor. 


Course Lecture and Assignment Schedule 


Changes to the lecture and assignment schedules are not expected but may occur. Your professor 


reserves the right to make reasonable adjustments to the assignment schedule. Any changes will 


be announced in class or through Webcourses. Due dates for assignments can be found in the 


table below. 
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ANT 2410: 0002 
Class Time: Tuesdays and Thursdays 12:00-1:20   
Class Location: HS1 O112 
 
Instructor: Russell Manzano   
Email: Russell.manzano@ucf.edu 
Office Location: HPH 309E 
Office Hours: Tuesday and Thursday 10:00am- 11:30am, and by appointment. Please email me if you 
plan to attend office hours.  
 
Course Description 
An introduction to human diversity as exemplified among various cultures and ethnic groups. 
 
Anthropology is the study of humans, past and present, and the diversity of the human experience. 
This course is an introduction to one of the subfields of the discipline, cultural anthropology. We will 
explore relationships between topics such as language, race and racism, ethnicity, sex, gender, 
family, class, the global economy, art, migration, health, inequality, and power. Through readings, 
lectures, class discussions, activities, and films, we will examine other cultures, our own cultural 
beliefs, and how we understand the world around us. We will explore the diverse experiences of 
people around the world and what it means to be human in a global context.  
  
Learning Outcomes:  
• Students will demonstrate through assignments and discussion that they have read and comprehended 
the course material and concepts.  
• Students will demonstrate through assignments and discussions that they have acquired the 
capability to be analytical when addressing aspects of cultures. 
• Students will demonstrate through assignments and discussion that they have the capability 
to synthesize aspects of anthropology.  
. 
 
Required Course Materials 
 
Books:  
Lavenda, Robert and Emily A. Schultz. 2020. Core Concepts in Cultural Anthropology, Seventh Edition.  
 
Cassaniti, Julia. 2015. Living Buddhism: Mind, Self, and Emotion in a Thai Community. Cornell 
University Press. 
 
Films:  
 
Students are required to see all films/videos shown in and out of class and stay alert for the duration of the 
showing; these will be on exams. Some of the films (and course readings) may include nudity, sexual 
situations, violence, and other mature content. Please be aware that because this is a class about global 
cultural diversity, this material is considered part of the curriculum. 
 
Grading System 
The final grade will be weighted using the following calculation: 
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The final grade will be weighted using the following calculation: 
 
Quizzes   15% 
Participation  20% 
Book Review  20% 
Exams    45% (3 exams—15 % each) 
 
Students will be able to track their grades using Canvas. Final letter grades will be assigned 
according to the following scale. Final grades will not be changed under any circumstances other than 
when there is a calculation error. 
 
95-100 A 85-89 B  75-79 C+  65-69 D + <60 F 
90-94 A- 80-84 B- 70-75 C  60-65 D- 
 
An incomplete grade (I) will only be given under very rare circumstances. To qualify for an incomplete, 
the student must have completed all but a very small portion of the course and must have earned a passing 
grade up to that point. A contract will be signed between the student and the professor for completion of 
the work.   
 
Quizzes 15% 
Students are expected to attend class and participate in group discussion. All quizzes are due the day of 
class at 11:59 pm.  
 
Participation 20% 
Students will actively participate in class discussions and activities. The assignments for participation will 
vary weekly. You will be provided with additional instructions about participation assignments in class.   
 
Book Review 20% 
Students will write a 2-3 page book review based on the ethnography assigned for the class. The prompt 
for the book review will be provided on Canvas. Please keep quotes to a minimum. No more than 5% of 
your paper can be direct quotes.  
 
Exams 45% 
Students will complete three in-class exams. Each exam is worth 15%. The third exam will serve as the 
final exam for the course. 
 
Writing Parameters: All writing assignments should be single-spaced, 1” margins on all sides, Times 
New Roman size 12. 
 
Extra Credit 
You will have opportunities throughout the semester for extra credit. While there are no excused absences 
or make-up work, extra credit opportunities will allow you to earn points you may need in case you had to 
miss class.  
 
 
Course Policies: 
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Academic Integrity 
The Center for Academic Integrity (CAI) defines academic integrity as a commitment, even in the face of 
adversity, to five fundamental values: honesty, trust, fairness, respect, and responsibility. From these 
values flow principles of behavior that enable academic communities to translate ideals into action. 
http://academicintegrity.org/  
 
UCF Creed: Integrity, scholarship, community, creativity, and excellence are the core values that guide 
our conduct, performance, and decisions. 


1. Integrity: I will practice and defend academic and personal honesty. 
2. Scholarship: I will cherish and honor learning as a fundamental purpose of my membership in the 


UCF community. 
3. Community: I will promote an open and supportive campus environment by respecting the rights 


and contributions of every individual. 
4. Creativity: I will use my talents to enrich the human experience. 
5. Excellence: I will strive toward the highest standards of performance in any endeavor I undertake. 


 
The following definitions of plagiarism and misuse of sources come from the Council of Writing Program 
Administrators <http://wpacouncil.org/node/9> and have been adopted by UCF’s Department of Writing 
& Rhetoric. 
 
Plagiarism 
In an instructional setting, plagiarism occurs when a writer deliberately uses someone else’s language, 
ideas, or other original (not common-knowledge) material without acknowledging its source. This 
definition applies to texts published in print or on-line, to manuscripts, and to the work of other student 
writers. 
 
Misuse of Sources 
A student who attempts (even if clumsily) to identify and credit his or her source, but who misuses a 
specific citation format or incorrectly uses quotation marks or other forms of identifying material taken 
from other sources, has not plagiarized. Instead, such a student should be considered to have failed to cite 
and document sources appropriately. 
 
Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating 
UCF faculty members have a responsibility for your education and the value of a UCF degree, and so 
seek to prevent unethical behavior and when necessary respond to infringements of academic integrity. 
Penalties can include a failing grade in an assignment or in the course, suspension or expulsion from the 
university, and/or a "Z Designation" on a student's official transcript indicating academic dishonesty, 
where the final grade for this course will be preceded by the letter Z. For more information about the Z 
Designation, see http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade.  
For more information about UCF's Rules of Conduct, see https://scai.sdes.ucf.edu/.  
 
Unauthorized Use of Class Materials 
There are many fraudulent websites claiming to offer study aids to students but are actually cheat sites. 
They encourage students to upload course materials, such as test questions, individual assignments, and 
examples of graded material. Such materials are the intellectual property of instructors, the university, or 
publishers and may not be distributed without prior authorization. Students who engage in such activity 
are in violation of academic conduct standards and may face penalties. 
 



http://academicintegrity.org/

http://wpacouncil.org/node/9

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade

https://scai.sdes.ucf.edu/
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Unauthorized Use of Class Notes 
Faculty have reported errors in class notes being sold by third parties, and the errors may be contributing 
to higher failure rates in some classes. The following is a statement appropriate for distribution to your 
classes or for inclusion on your syllabus: 
Third parties may be selling class notes from this class without my authorization. Please be aware that 
such class materials may contain errors, which could affect your performance or grade. Use these 
materials at your own risk. 
 
In-Class Recording Policy 
Outside of the notetaking and recording services offered by Student Accessibility Services, the creation of 
an audio or video recording of all or part of a class for personal use is allowed only with the advance and 
explicit written consent of the instructor. Such recordings are only acceptable in the context of personal, 
private studying and notetaking and are not authorized to be shared with anyone without the separate 
written approval of the instructor. 
 
Course Accessibility Statement  
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all persons with 
disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students with disabilities who 
need specific access in this course, such as accommodations, should contact the professor as soon as 
possible to discuss various access options. Students should also connect with Student Accessibility 
Services (Ferrell Commons, 7F, Room 185, sas@ucf.edu, phone (407) 823-2371). Through Student 
Accessibility Services, a Course Accessibility Letter may be created and sent to professors, which informs 
faculty of potential access and accommodations that might be reasonable. 
 
Campus Safety Statement 
Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise in our class, we will all need to work together. 
Everyone should be aware of the surroundings and familiar with some basic safety and security concepts.  


• In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance.  
• Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall near the door. 


Please make a note of the guide’s physical location and consider reviewing the online version at 
http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html.   


• Familiarize yourself with evacuation routes from each of your classrooms and have a plan for 
finding safety in case of an emergency. (Insert class-specific details if appropriate) 


• If there is a medical emergency during class, we may need to access a first aid kit or AED 
(Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those items are located in this building, see 
https://ehs.ucf.edu/automated-external-defibrillator-aed-locations. (insert class specific 
information if appropriate) 


• To stay informed about emergency situations, sign up to receive UCF text alerts by going to 
my.ucf.edu and logging in.  Click on “Student Self Service” located on the left side of the screen 
in the tool bar, scroll down to the blue “Personal Information” heading on your Student Center 
screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the information, including your e-mail address, cell phone 
number, and cell phone provider, click “Apply” to save the changes, and then click “OK.” 


• If you have a special need related to emergency situations, please speak with me during office 
hours. 


• Consider viewing this video (https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk) about how to manage an active 
shooter situation on campus or elsewhere. 


 
Deployed Active Duty Military Students 
If you are a deployed active duty military student and feel that you may need a special accommodation 
due to that unique status, please contact your instructor to discuss your circumstances. 



http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

mailto:sas@ucf.edu

http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html

https://ehs.ucf.edu/automated-external-defibrillator-aed-locations

http://my.ucf.edu/

https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk
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Attendance 
Attendance is required for this class.  
 
Late Assignment Policy 
Late assignment submissions must be discussed with the instructor prior to the assignment due date.  
 
Steps for academic continuity in the event of campus closure:  
In the event of an emergency, it may be necessary for UCF to suspend normal operations. During this 
time, UCF may opt to continue delivery of instruction through methods that include but are not limited to: 
Canvas, email messaging, and/or an alternate schedule. It is the responsibility of the student to monitor 
Canvas for each class for course specific communication, and the main UCF, College, and department 
websites, and emails for important general information.  
 
Illness Polices 
Students should contact their instructor as soon as possible if they miss class for any illness to discuss 
reasonable adjustments that might need to be made. When possible, students should contact their 
instructor before missing class. 
 
Other Policies 
Fundamental to University of Central Florida’s mission is support for an environment where divergent 
ideas, theories, and philosophies can be openly exchanged and critically evaluated. Consistent with these 
principles, this course may involve discussion of ideas that you find uncomfortable, disagreeable, or even 
offensive. These ideas are intended to be presented in an objective manner and not as an endorsement of 
what you should personally believe. Objective means that the idea presented can be tested by critical peer 
review and rigorous debate, and that the idea is supported by credible research. Not all ideas can be 
supported by objective methods or criteria. Regardless, you may decide that certain ideas are worthy of 
your personal belief. In this course, however, you may be asked to engage with complex ideas and to 
demonstrate an understanding of the ideas. Understanding an idea does not mean that you are required to 
believe it or agree with it. 
 
 
Course Schedule 
 
Date Topic Reading Assignment 
8/23 Course Introduction Syllabus   
8/25 Course Introduction Lavenda and 


Schultz Ch 1 
Academic 
Activity Record 


8/30 Anthropology Lavenda and 
Schultz Ch 1 


Quiz 1 


9/1 Anthropology   
9/6 Culture Lavenda and 


Schultz Ch 2 
Quiz 2 


9/8 Culture Cassaniti Ch 1  
9/13 Language Lavenda and 


Schultz Ch 3 
Quiz 3 


9/15 Language   
9/20 Worldview and Religion Lavenda and 


Schultz Ch 4 
Quiz 4 


9/22 Worldview and Religion Cassaniti Ch 2  
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9/27 Exam Review   
9/29 Exam   
10/4 Social Organization Lavenda and 


Schultz Ch 5 
Quiz 5 


10/6 Social Organization Cassaniti Ch 3  
10/11 Sex, Gender, Sexuality Lavenda and 


Schultz Ch 6 
Quiz 6 


10/13 Sex, Gender, Sexuality   
10/18 Relatedness Lavenda and 


Schultz Ch 7 
Quiz 7 


10/20 Relatedness Cassaniti Ch 4  
10/25 Political Anthropology Lavenda and 


Schultz Ch 8 
Quiz 8 


10/27  
Political Anthropology 


  


11/1 Exam Review   
11/3 Exam 2 Cassaniti Ch 5 Exam 2 
11/8 Economic Anthropology  Lavenda and 


Schultz Ch 9 
Quiz 9 


11/10 Paper Workday  Book Review 
due at 11:59 pm 


11/15 Globalization  Lavenda and 
Schultz Ch 10 


Quiz 10 


11/17 Globalization   
11/22 Science, Technology, Medicine Lavenda and 


Schultz Ch 11 
Quiz 11 


11/24 Science, Technology, Medicine   
11/29 Theory in Cultural Anthropology Lavenda and 


Schultz Ch 12 
Quiz 12 


12/1 Exam Review   
12/6 Exam 3 (Final Exam)  Exam 3 
*The syllabus and course schedule are subject to change and revision. 
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ANT 4462 
Class Time: Tuesdays and Thursdays 1:30- 2:45 
Class Location: CB1 O307 
 
Instructor: Dr. Russell Manzano   
Email: Russell.manzano@ucf.edu 
Office Location: HPH 309E 
Office Hours: 10:00-11:30 Tuesdays and Thursdays, and by appointment. Please email me if you plan to 
attend office hours.  
 
Course Description 
Central concepts and methods in comparative contextualization of health, healing systems, suffering, 
distribution of risk, and use of medical technologies from physiological and biocultural perspectives. 
 
 
Learning Outcomes:  


• Students will understand principles of medical anthropology.  
• Students will learn examples of the context of ideas in medical anthropology both in the United 


States and around the world.  
• Students will learn and understand research methods and theoretical concepts in medical 


anthropology.  
• Students will explore applied implications for health care and medicine.  
 


Required Course Materials 
 
Books:  
Life Beside Itself by Lisa Stevenson ISBN: 9780520282940 
They Leave their Kidneys in the Fields by Sarah Horton, ISBN: 9780520283275 
 
Films:  
Students are required to see all films/videos shown in and out of class and stay alert for the duration of the 
showing; these will be on exams. Some of the films (and course readings) may include nudity, sexual 
situations, violence, and other mature content. Please be aware that because this is a class about global 
cultural diversity, this material is considered part of the curriculum. 
 
Grading System 
The final grade will be weighted using the following calculation. Students will be able to track their 
grades using Canvas. Final letter grades will be assigned according to the following scale. Final grades 
will not be changed under any circumstances other than when there is a calculation error. 
 
95-100 A 85-89 B  75-79 C+  65-69 D + <60 F 
90-94 A- 80-84 B- 70-75 C  60-65 D- 
 
Grades will not be changed unless in the case of an extreme emergency. I do not round up grades, but 
extra credit opportunities will be offered throughout the semester.  
 
An incomplete grade (I) will only be given under very rare circumstances. To qualify for an incomplete, 
the student must have completed all but a very small portion of the course and must have earned a passing 
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grade up to that point. A contract will be signed between the student and the professor for completion of 
the work.   
 
Writing Parameters: All writing assignments should be double-spaced, 1” margins on all sides, Times 
New Roman size 12. 
 
Extra Credit 
You will have opportunities throughout the semester for extra credit. While there are no excused absences 
or make-up work, extra credit opportunities will allow you to earn points you may need in case you had to 
miss class.  
 
Course Assignments 
The following assignments will make up your grade. Please note that quizzes will not be dropped.  
 
Participation  30% 
Discussion Posts  30% 
Final Paper   40% 
 
 
Participation 
You will be graded based on your participation in this class. This ranges from attendance to discussion in 
class. You are expected to come to class prepared to discuss the reading for the week and participate in 
class discussions.  
 
Discussion Posts 
You will write weekly discussion posts based on the topic for the week. Specific information about the 
posts will be provided in class and on Canvas.  
 
Semester Project 
Each student will choose a topic for examination relating to medical anthropology for the semester 
project. The project will consist of a research proposal, participant observation, one interview, and the 
project analysis. These sections will be reviewed in class and on Canvas.  
 
Course Policies: 
 
Academic Integrity 
The Center for Academic Integrity (CAI) defines academic integrity as a commitment, even in the face of 
adversity, to five fundamental values: honesty, trust, fairness, respect, and responsibility. From these 
values flow principles of behavior that enable academic communities to translate ideals into action. 
http://academicintegrity.org/  
 
UCF Creed: Integrity, scholarship, community, creativity, and excellence are the core values that guide 
our conduct, performance, and decisions. 


1. Integrity: I will practice and defend academic and personal honesty. 
2. Scholarship: I will cherish and honor learning as a fundamental purpose of my membership in the 


UCF community. 
3. Community: I will promote an open and supportive campus environment by respecting the rights 


and contributions of every individual. 
4. Creativity: I will use my talents to enrich the human experience. 
5. Excellence: I will strive toward the highest standards of performance in any endeavor I undertake. 



http://academicintegrity.org/
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The following definitions of plagiarism and misuse of sources come from the Council of Writing Program 
Administrators <http://wpacouncil.org/node/9> and have been adopted by UCF’s Department of Writing 
& Rhetoric. 
 
Plagiarism 
In an instructional setting, plagiarism occurs when a writer deliberately uses someone else’s language, 
ideas, or other original (not common-knowledge) material without acknowledging its source. This 
definition applies to texts published in print or on-line, to manuscripts, and to the work of other student 
writers. 
 
Misuse of Sources 
A student who attempts (even if clumsily) to identify and credit his or her source, but who misuses a 
specific citation format or incorrectly uses quotation marks or other forms of identifying material taken 
from other sources, has not plagiarized. Instead, such a student should be considered to have failed to cite 
and document sources appropriately. 
 
Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating 
UCF faculty members have a responsibility for your education and the value of a UCF degree, and so 
seek to prevent unethical behavior and when necessary respond to infringements of academic integrity. 
Penalties can include a failing grade in an assignment or in the course, suspension or expulsion from the 
university, and/or a "Z Designation" on a student's official transcript indicating academic dishonesty, 
where the final grade for this course will be preceded by the letter Z. For more information about the Z 
Designation, see http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade.  
For more information about UCF's Rules of Conduct, see https://scai.sdes.ucf.edu/.  
 
Unauthorized Use of Class Materials 
There are many fraudulent websites claiming to offer study aids to students but are actually cheat sites. 
They encourage students to upload course materials, such as test questions, individual assignments, and 
examples of graded material. Such materials are the intellectual property of instructors, the university, or 
publishers and may not be distributed without prior authorization. Students who engage in such activity 
are in violation of academic conduct standards and may face penalties. 
 
Unauthorized Use of Class Notes 
Faculty have reported errors in class notes being sold by third parties, and the errors may be contributing 
to higher failure rates in some classes. The following is a statement appropriate for distribution to your 
classes or for inclusion on your syllabus: 
Third parties may be selling class notes from this class without my authorization. Please be aware that 
such class materials may contain errors, which could affect your performance or grade. Use these 
materials at your own risk. 
 
In-Class Recording Policy 
Outside of the notetaking and recording services offered by Student Accessibility Services, the creation of 
an audio or video recording of all or part of a class for personal use is allowed only with the advance and 
explicit written consent of the instructor. Such recordings are only acceptable in the context of personal, 
private studying and notetaking and are not authorized to be shared with anyone without the separate 
written approval of the instructor. 
 



http://wpacouncil.org/node/9

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade

https://scai.sdes.ucf.edu/
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Course Accessibility Statement  
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all persons with 
disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students with disabilities who 
need specific access in this course, such as accommodations, should contact the professor as soon as 
possible to discuss various access options. Students should also connect with Student Accessibility 
Services (Ferrell Commons, 7F, Room 185, sas@ucf.edu, phone (407) 823-2371). Through Student 
Accessibility Services, a Course Accessibility Letter may be created and sent to professors, which informs 
faculty of potential access and accommodations that might be reasonable. 
 
Campus Safety Statement 
Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise in our class, we will all need to work together. 
Everyone should be aware of the surroundings and familiar with some basic safety and security concepts.  


• In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance.  
• Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall near the door. 


Please make a note of the guide’s physical location and consider reviewing the online version at 
http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html.   


• Familiarize yourself with evacuation routes from each of your classrooms and have a plan for 
finding safety in case of an emergency. (Insert class-specific details if appropriate) 


• If there is a medical emergency during class, we may need to access a first aid kit or AED 
(Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those items are located in this building, see 
https://ehs.ucf.edu/automated-external-defibrillator-aed-locations. (insert class specific 
information if appropriate) 


• To stay informed about emergency situations, sign up to receive UCF text alerts by going to 
my.ucf.edu and logging in.  Click on “Student Self Service” located on the left side of the screen 
in the tool bar, scroll down to the blue “Personal Information” heading on your Student Center 
screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the information, including your e-mail address, cell phone 
number, and cell phone provider, click “Apply” to save the changes, and then click “OK.” 


• If you have a special need related to emergency situations, please speak with me during office 
hours. 


• Consider viewing this video (https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk) about how to manage an active 
shooter situation on campus or elsewhere. 


 
Deployed Active Duty Military Students 
If you are a deployed active duty military student and feel that you may need a special accommodation 
due to that unique status, please contact your instructor to discuss your circumstances. 
 
Attendance 
Attendance is required for this class.  
 
Late Assignment Policy 
Late assignment submissions must be discussed with the instructor prior to the assignment due date.  
 
Steps for academic continuity in the event of campus closure:  
In the event of an emergency, it may be necessary for UCF to suspend normal operations. During this 
time, UCF may opt to continue delivery of instruction through methods that include but are not limited to: 
Canvas, email messaging, and/or an alternate schedule. It is the responsibility of the student to monitor 
Canvas for each class for course specific communication, and the main UCF, College, and department 
websites, and emails for important general information.  
 



http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

mailto:sas@ucf.edu

http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html

https://ehs.ucf.edu/automated-external-defibrillator-aed-locations

http://my.ucf.edu/

https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk
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Illness Polices 
Students should contact their instructor as soon as possible if they miss class for any illness to discuss 
reasonable adjustments that might need to be made. When possible, students should contact their 
instructor before missing class. 
 
Other Policies 
Fundamental to University of Central Florida’s mission is support for an environment where divergent 
ideas, theories, and philosophies can be openly exchanged and critically evaluated. Consistent with these 
principles, this course may involve discussion of ideas that you find uncomfortable, disagreeable, or even 
offensive. These ideas are intended to be presented in an objective manner and not as an endorsement of 
what you should personally believe. Objective means that the idea presented can be tested by critical peer 
review and rigorous debate, and that the idea is supported by credible research. Not all ideas can be 
supported by objective methods or criteria. Regardless, you may decide that certain ideas are worthy of 
your personal belief. In this course, however, you may be asked to engage with complex ideas and to 
demonstrate an understanding of the ideas. Understanding an idea does not mean that you are required to 
believe it or agree with it. 
 
Course Schedule 
 
Date Topic Reading Assignment 
8/23 Class 


Introduction  
Syllabus  


8/25 Introduction 
to 
Anthropolog
y 


none  


8/30 Introduction 
to Medical 
Anthropolog
y 


Inhorn, Marcia C. “Medical 
Anthropology at the 
Intersections.” Medical 
anthropology quarterly 24.2 
(2010): 263–269.  


 


9/1  **no class—football game Discussion Post Due 
9/6 Heat Illness 


in California 
Horton Ch 1  


9/8   Discussion Post Due 
9/13 Gender  Horton Ch 2 Project proposal due 
9/15   Discussion Post Due 
9/20 Policy Horton Ch 3  
9/22   Discussion Post Due 
9/27 Physiologic


al toll of 
farm work 


Horton Ch 4  


9/29   Discussion Post Due 
10/4 Chronic 


Disease  
Horton Ch 5   


10/6   Discussion Post Due 
10/11 Kidney 


disease and 
disability 


Horton Ch 6  


10/13  **No class—football game Discussion Post Due 
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10/18 Social 
determinant
s of health  


Readings on Canvas  


10/20  Paper Workshop Participant observation paper due  
10/25 Life Beside 


Itself  
Ch 1  


10/27   Discussion Post Due 
11/1 Life Beside 


Itself  
Ch 2  


11/3   Discussion Post Due 
11/8 Life Beside 


Itself  
Ch 3  


11/10 Paper 
Workday 


No class  No class 
Interview analysis paper due 


11/15 Life Beside 
Itself  


Ch 4  


11/17   Discussion Post Due 
11/22 Life Beside 


Itself  
Ch 5  


11/24   Discussion Post Due 
11/29 Life Beside 


Itself  
Ch 6  


12/1 Paper 
Workshop 


  


12/6 Final Paper 
Due 


 Final Paper Due 


*The syllabus and course schedule are subject to change and revision. 
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ANT 5462 
Class Time: Tuesdays and Thursdays 1:30- 2:45 
Class Location: CB1 O307 
 
Instructor: Dr. Russell Manzano   
Email: Russell.manzano@ucf.edu 
Office Location: HPH 309E 
Office Hours: 10:00-11:30 Tuesdays and Thursdays, and by appointment. Please email me if you plan to 
attend office hours.  
 
Course Description 
Central concepts and methods in comparative contextualization of health, healing systems, suffering, 
distribution of risk, and use of medical technologies from physiological and biocultural perspectives. 
 
 
Learning Outcomes:  


• Students will understand principles of medical anthropology.  
• Students will learn examples of the context of ideas in medical anthropology both in the United 


States and around the world.  
• Students will learn and understand research methods and theoretical concepts in medical 


anthropology.  
• Students will explore applied implications for health care and medicine.  
• Students will be able to utilize critical thinking to evaluate medical anthropology theory and 


practices.  
 


Required Course Materials 
 
Books:  
Life Beside Itself by Lisa Stevenson ISBN: 9780520282940 
They Leave their Kidneys in the Fields by Sarah Horton, ISBN: 9780520283275 
 
Films:  
Students are required to see all films/videos shown in and out of class and stay alert for the duration of the 
showing; these will be on exams. Some of the films (and course readings) may include nudity, sexual 
situations, violence, and other mature content. Please be aware that because this is a class about global 
cultural diversity, this material is considered part of the curriculum. 
 
Grading System 
The final grade will be weighted using the following calculation. Students will be able to track their 
grades using Canvas. Final letter grades will be assigned according to the following scale. Final grades 
will not be changed under any circumstances other than when there is a calculation error. 
 
95-100 A 85-89 B  75-79 C+  65-69 D + <60 F 
90-94 A- 80-84 B- 70-75 C  60-65 D- 
 
Grades will not be changed unless in the case of an extreme emergency. I do not round up grades, but 
extra credit opportunities will be offered throughout the semester.  
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An incomplete grade (I) will only be given under very rare circumstances. To qualify for an incomplete, 
the student must have completed all but a very small portion of the course and must have earned a passing 
grade up to that point. A contract will be signed between the student and the professor for completion of 
the work.   
 
Writing Parameters: All writing assignments should be double-spaced, 1” margins on all sides, Times 
New Roman size 12. 
 
Extra Credit 
You will have opportunities throughout the semester for extra credit. While there are no excused absences 
or make-up work, extra credit opportunities will allow you to earn points you may need in case you had to 
miss class.  
 
Course Assignments 
The following assignments will make up your grade. Please note that quizzes will not be dropped.  
 
Participation  30% 
Reflection Paper 30% 
Final Paper   40% 
 
 
Participation 
You will be graded based on your participation in this class. This ranges from attendance to discussion in 
class. You are expected to come to class prepared to discuss the reading for the week and participate in 
class discussions.  
 
Reflection Paper 
You will write weekly reflection papers based on the topic for the week. Specific information about the 
papers will be provided in class and on Canvas.  
 
Semester Project 
Each student will choose a topic for examination relating to medical anthropology for the semester 
project. The project will consist of a research proposal, participant observation, one interview, and the 
project analysis. These sections will be reviewed in class and on Canvas.  
 
Course Policies: 
 
Academic Integrity 
The Center for Academic Integrity (CAI) defines academic integrity as a commitment, even in the face of 
adversity, to five fundamental values: honesty, trust, fairness, respect, and responsibility. From these 
values flow principles of behavior that enable academic communities to translate ideals into action. 
http://academicintegrity.org/  
 
UCF Creed: Integrity, scholarship, community, creativity, and excellence are the core values that guide 
our conduct, performance, and decisions. 


1. Integrity: I will practice and defend academic and personal honesty. 
2. Scholarship: I will cherish and honor learning as a fundamental purpose of my membership in the 


UCF community. 
3. Community: I will promote an open and supportive campus environment by respecting the rights 


and contributions of every individual. 



http://academicintegrity.org/
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4. Creativity: I will use my talents to enrich the human experience. 
5. Excellence: I will strive toward the highest standards of performance in any endeavor I undertake. 


 
The following definitions of plagiarism and misuse of sources come from the Council of Writing Program 
Administrators <http://wpacouncil.org/node/9> and have been adopted by UCF’s Department of Writing 
& Rhetoric. 
 
Plagiarism 
In an instructional setting, plagiarism occurs when a writer deliberately uses someone else’s language, 
ideas, or other original (not common-knowledge) material without acknowledging its source. This 
definition applies to texts published in print or on-line, to manuscripts, and to the work of other student 
writers. 
 
Misuse of Sources 
A student who attempts (even if clumsily) to identify and credit his or her source, but who misuses a 
specific citation format or incorrectly uses quotation marks or other forms of identifying material taken 
from other sources, has not plagiarized. Instead, such a student should be considered to have failed to cite 
and document sources appropriately. 
 
Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating 
UCF faculty members have a responsibility for your education and the value of a UCF degree, and so 
seek to prevent unethical behavior and when necessary respond to infringements of academic integrity. 
Penalties can include a failing grade in an assignment or in the course, suspension or expulsion from the 
university, and/or a "Z Designation" on a student's official transcript indicating academic dishonesty, 
where the final grade for this course will be preceded by the letter Z. For more information about the Z 
Designation, see http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade.  
For more information about UCF's Rules of Conduct, see https://scai.sdes.ucf.edu/.  
 
Unauthorized Use of Class Materials 
There are many fraudulent websites claiming to offer study aids to students but are actually cheat sites. 
They encourage students to upload course materials, such as test questions, individual assignments, and 
examples of graded material. Such materials are the intellectual property of instructors, the university, or 
publishers and may not be distributed without prior authorization. Students who engage in such activity 
are in violation of academic conduct standards and may face penalties. 
 
Unauthorized Use of Class Notes 
Faculty have reported errors in class notes being sold by third parties, and the errors may be contributing 
to higher failure rates in some classes. The following is a statement appropriate for distribution to your 
classes or for inclusion on your syllabus: 
Third parties may be selling class notes from this class without my authorization. Please be aware that 
such class materials may contain errors, which could affect your performance or grade. Use these 
materials at your own risk. 
 
In-Class Recording Policy 
Outside of the notetaking and recording services offered by Student Accessibility Services, the creation of 
an audio or video recording of all or part of a class for personal use is allowed only with the advance and 
explicit written consent of the instructor. Such recordings are only acceptable in the context of personal, 
private studying and notetaking and are not authorized to be shared with anyone without the separate 
written approval of the instructor. 
 



http://wpacouncil.org/node/9

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade

https://scai.sdes.ucf.edu/
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Course Accessibility Statement  
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all persons with 
disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students with disabilities who 
need specific access in this course, such as accommodations, should contact the professor as soon as 
possible to discuss various access options. Students should also connect with Student Accessibility 
Services (Ferrell Commons, 7F, Room 185, sas@ucf.edu, phone (407) 823-2371). Through Student 
Accessibility Services, a Course Accessibility Letter may be created and sent to professors, which informs 
faculty of potential access and accommodations that might be reasonable. 
 
Campus Safety Statement 
Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise in our class, we will all need to work together. 
Everyone should be aware of the surroundings and familiar with some basic safety and security concepts.  


• In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance.  
• Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall near the door. 


Please make a note of the guide’s physical location and consider reviewing the online version at 
http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html.   


• Familiarize yourself with evacuation routes from each of your classrooms and have a plan for 
finding safety in case of an emergency. (Insert class-specific details if appropriate) 


• If there is a medical emergency during class, we may need to access a first aid kit or AED 
(Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those items are located in this building, see 
https://ehs.ucf.edu/automated-external-defibrillator-aed-locations. (insert class specific 
information if appropriate) 


• To stay informed about emergency situations, sign up to receive UCF text alerts by going to 
my.ucf.edu and logging in.  Click on “Student Self Service” located on the left side of the screen 
in the tool bar, scroll down to the blue “Personal Information” heading on your Student Center 
screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the information, including your e-mail address, cell phone 
number, and cell phone provider, click “Apply” to save the changes, and then click “OK.” 


• If you have a special need related to emergency situations, please speak with me during office 
hours. 


• Consider viewing this video (https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk) about how to manage an active 
shooter situation on campus or elsewhere. 


 
Deployed Active Duty Military Students 
If you are a deployed active duty military student and feel that you may need a special accommodation 
due to that unique status, please contact your instructor to discuss your circumstances. 
 
Attendance 
Attendance is required for this class.  
 
Late Assignment Policy 
Late assignment submissions must be discussed with the instructor prior to the assignment due date.  
 
Steps for academic continuity in the event of campus closure:  
In the event of an emergency, it may be necessary for UCF to suspend normal operations. During this 
time, UCF may opt to continue delivery of instruction through methods that include but are not limited to: 
Canvas, email messaging, and/or an alternate schedule. It is the responsibility of the student to monitor 
Canvas for each class for course specific communication, and the main UCF, College, and department 
websites, and emails for important general information.  
 



http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

mailto:sas@ucf.edu

http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html

https://ehs.ucf.edu/automated-external-defibrillator-aed-locations

http://my.ucf.edu/

https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk
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Illness Polices 
Students should contact their instructor as soon as possible if they miss class for any illness to discuss 
reasonable adjustments that might need to be made. When possible, students should contact their 
instructor before missing class. 
 
Other Policies 
Fundamental to University of Central Florida’s mission is support for an environment where divergent 
ideas, theories, and philosophies can be openly exchanged and critically evaluated. Consistent with these 
principles, this course may involve discussion of ideas that you find uncomfortable, disagreeable, or even 
offensive. These ideas are intended to be presented in an objective manner and not as an endorsement of 
what you should personally believe. Objective means that the idea presented can be tested by critical peer 
review and rigorous debate, and that the idea is supported by credible research. Not all ideas can be 
supported by objective methods or criteria. Regardless, you may decide that certain ideas are worthy of 
your personal belief. In this course, however, you may be asked to engage with complex ideas and to 
demonstrate an understanding of the ideas. Understanding an idea does not mean that you are required to 
believe it or agree with it. 
 
Course Schedule 
 
Date Topic Reading Assignment 
8/23 Class 


Introduction  
Syllabus  


8/25 Introduction 
to 
Anthropolog
y 


none  


8/30 Introduction 
to Medical 
Anthropolog
y 


Inhorn, Marcia C. “Medical 
Anthropology at the 
Intersections.” Medical 
anthropology quarterly 24.2 
(2010): 263–269.  


 


9/1  **no class—football game Refection Paper Due 
9/6 Heat Illness 


in California 
Horton Ch 1  


9/8   Refection Paper Due 
9/13 Gender  Horton Ch 2 Refection Paper due 
9/15   Refection Paper Due 
9/20 Policy Horton Ch 3  
9/22   Refection Paper Due 
9/27 Physiologic


al toll of 
farm work 


Horton Ch 4  


9/29   Refection Paper Due 
10/4 Chronic 


Disease  
Horton Ch 5   


10/6   Refection Paper Due 
10/11 Kidney 


disease and 
disability 


Horton Ch 6  


10/13  **No class—football game Refection Paper Due 
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10/18 Social 
determinant
s of health  


Readings on Canvas  


10/20  Paper Workshop Participant observation paper due  
10/25 Life Beside 


Itself  
Ch 1  


10/27   Refection Paper Due 
11/1 Life Beside 


Itself  
Ch 2  


11/3   Refection Paper Due 
11/8 Life Beside 


Itself  
Ch 3  


11/10 Paper 
Workday 


No class  No class 
Interview analysis paper due 


11/15 Life Beside 
Itself  


Ch 4  


11/17   Refection Paper Due 
11/22 Life Beside 


Itself  
Ch 5  


11/24   Refection Paper Due 
11/29 Life Beside 


Itself  
Ch 6  


12/1 Paper 
Workshop 


  


12/6 Final Paper 
Due 


 Final Paper Due 


*The syllabus and course schedule are subject to change and revision. 
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ANT 3302 
Class Format: online 
 
Instructor: Dr. Russell Manzano   
Email: Russell.manzano@ucf.edu 
Office Location: HPH 309E 
Office Hours: Tuesday and Thursday: 10:00am- 11:30am, and by appointment 


Please email me if you plan to attend office hours.  
 
TA: Konok Das 
Email: konokchapa95@Knights.ucf.edu 
 
Course Description 
The traditional and changing roles of women and men viewed in a cross-cultural perspective. 
 
In this class you will learn about different perspectives about sex and gender across cultures. The course 
will examine basic concepts of sex and gender and then explore sex and gender from a cross-cultural 
perspective.  
 
Prerequisites: Sophomore standing 
 
Learning Outcomes:  


• Students will understand concepts about sex and gender from both a United States and global 
perspective.  


• Students will demonstrate critical thinking skills about sex and gender using an anthropological 
lens.  


• Students will understand the differences between sex and gender.  
• Students will understand changing gender roles both in the U.S. and across the world.  


 
 


Required Course Materials 
 
Book: Gender Diversity: Cross-cultural Variations 2nd ed – Serena Nanda 
 
Films: Students are required to see all films/videos shown in and out of class and stay alert for the 
duration of the showing; these will be on exams. Some of the films (and course readings) may 
include nudity, sexual situations, violence, and other mature content. Please be aware that because 
this is a class about global cultural diversity, this material is considered part of the curriculum. 
 
Grading System 
Students will be able to track their grades using Canvas. Final letter grades will be assigned 
according to the following scale. Final grades will not be changed under any circumstances other than 
when there is a calculation error. I do not round up grades but there will be extra credit opportunities 
throughout the semester.  
 
95-100 A 85-89 B  75-79 C+  65-69 D + <60 F 
90-94 A- 80-84 B- 70-75 C  60-65 D- 
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An incomplete grade (I) will only be given under very rare circumstances. To qualify for an incomplete, 
the student must have completed all but a very small portion of the course and must have earned a passing 
grade up to that point. A contract will be signed between the student and the professor for completion of 
the work.   
 
Course Assignments 
The following assignments will make up your grade. Please note that quizzes will not be dropped.  
 
Quizzes  30%  
Exams  45% 
Discussion  25% 
 
Quizzes 
There will be one quiz for each reading online that you can access via Canvas. Quizzes are due the day 
that the reading is due by 11:59pm. Late quizzes will not be accepted without prior arrangements with the 
instructor. 
 
Exams 
There will be three exams worth 15% each that you will complete online. These exams will be open book 
and open notebook. You may not work together. All exams will be completed on Canvas.  
 
Discussion  
In this class you will write short discussion posts about the subject material for the module and respond to 
at least one other classmate.  
 
Course Policies: 
 
Academic Integrity 
The Center for Academic Integrity (CAI) defines academic integrity as a commitment, even in the face of 
adversity, to five fundamental values: honesty, trust, fairness, respect, and responsibility. From these 
values flow principles of behavior that enable academic communities to translate ideals into action. 
http://academicintegrity.org/  
 
UCF Creed: Integrity, scholarship, community, creativity, and excellence are the core values that guide 
our conduct, performance, and decisions. 


1. Integrity: I will practice and defend academic and personal honesty. 
2. Scholarship: I will cherish and honor learning as a fundamental purpose of my membership in the 


UCF community. 
3. Community: I will promote an open and supportive campus environment by respecting the rights 


and contributions of every individual. 
4. Creativity: I will use my talents to enrich the human experience. 
5. Excellence: I will strive toward the highest standards of performance in any endeavor I undertake. 


 
The following definitions of plagiarism and misuse of sources come from the Council of Writing Program 
Administrators <http://wpacouncil.org/node/9> and have been adopted by UCF’s Department of Writing 
& Rhetoric. 
 
Plagiarism 
In an instructional setting, plagiarism occurs when a writer deliberately uses someone else’s language, 
ideas, or other original (not common-knowledge) material without acknowledging its source. This 



http://academicintegrity.org/

http://wpacouncil.org/node/9
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definition applies to texts published in print or on-line, to manuscripts, and to the work of other student 
writers. 
 
Misuse of Sources 
A student who attempts (even if clumsily) to identify and credit his or her source, but who misuses a 
specific citation format or incorrectly uses quotation marks or other forms of identifying material taken 
from other sources, has not plagiarized. Instead, such a student should be considered to have failed to cite 
and document sources appropriately. 
 
Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating 
UCF faculty members have a responsibility for your education and the value of a UCF degree, and so 
seek to prevent unethical behavior and when necessary respond to infringements of academic integrity. 
Penalties can include a failing grade in an assignment or in the course, suspension or expulsion from the 
university, and/or a "Z Designation" on a student's official transcript indicating academic dishonesty, 
where the final grade for this course will be preceded by the letter Z. For more information about the Z 
Designation, see http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade.  
For more information about UCF's Rules of Conduct, see https://scai.sdes.ucf.edu/.  
 
Unauthorized Use of Class Materials 
There are many fraudulent websites claiming to offer study aids to students but are actually cheat sites. 
They encourage students to upload course materials, such as test questions, individual assignments, and 
examples of graded material. Such materials are the intellectual property of instructors, the university, or 
publishers and may not be distributed without prior authorization. Students who engage in such activity 
are in violation of academic conduct standards and may face penalties. 
 
Unauthorized Use of Class Notes 
Faculty have reported errors in class notes being sold by third parties, and the errors may be contributing 
to higher failure rates in some classes. The following is a statement appropriate for distribution to your 
classes or for inclusion on your syllabus: 
Third parties may be selling class notes from this class without my authorization. Please be aware that 
such class materials may contain errors, which could affect your performance or grade. Use these 
materials at your own risk. 
 
Course Accessibility Statement  
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all persons with 
disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students with disabilities who 
need specific access in this course, such as accommodations, should contact the professor as soon as 
possible to discuss various access options. Students should also connect with Student Accessibility 
Services (Ferrell Commons, 7F, Room 185, sas@ucf.edu, phone (407) 823-2371). Through Student 
Accessibility Services, a Course Accessibility Letter may be created and sent to professors, which informs 
faculty of potential access and accommodations that might be reasonable. 
 
Campus Safety Statement 
While this class is online and emergency situations are rare, you may encounter an emergency situation at 
UCF.  
Everyone should be aware of the surroundings and familiar with some basic safety and security concepts.  


• In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance.  
• Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall near the door. 


Please make a note of the guide’s physical location and consider reviewing the online version at 
http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html.   



http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade

https://scai.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

mailto:sas@ucf.edu

http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html
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• Familiarize yourself with evacuation routes from each of your classrooms and have a plan for 
finding safety in case of an emergency. (Insert class-specific details if appropriate) 


• If there is a medical emergency during class, we may need to access a first aid kit or AED 
(Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those items are located in this building, see 
https://ehs.ucf.edu/automated-external-defibrillator-aed-locations. (insert class specific 
information if appropriate) 


• To stay informed about emergency situations, sign up to receive UCF text alerts by going to 
my.ucf.edu and logging in.  Click on “Student Self Service” located on the left side of the screen 
in the tool bar, scroll down to the blue “Personal Information” heading on your Student Center 
screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the information, including your e-mail address, cell phone 
number, and cell phone provider, click “Apply” to save the changes, and then click “OK.” 


• If you have a special need related to emergency situations, please speak with me during office 
hours. 


• Consider viewing this video (https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk) about how to manage an active 
shooter situation on campus or elsewhere. 


 
Deployed Active Duty Military Students 
If you are a deployed active duty military student and feel that you may need a special accommodation 
due to that unique status, please contact your instructor to discuss your circumstances. 
 
Attendance 
This class is fully online and there is no attendance policy for this class.  
 
Late Assignment Policy 
Late assignment submissions must be discussed with the instructor prior to the assignment due date.  
 
Steps for academic continuity in the event of campus closure:  
In the event of an emergency, it may be necessary for UCF to suspend normal operations. During this 
time, UCF may opt to continue delivery of instruction through methods that include but are not limited to: 
Canvas, email messaging, and/or an alternate schedule. It is the responsibility of the student to monitor 
Canvas for each class for course specific communication, and the main UCF, College, and department 
websites, and emails for important general information.  
 
Illness Polices 
Students should contact their instructor as soon as possible if they require accommodations for any illness 
to discuss reasonable adjustments that might need to be made. When possible, students should contact 
their instructor before assignment due dates. 
 
Other Policies 
Fundamental to University of Central Florida’s mission is support for an environment where divergent 
ideas, theories, and philosophies can be openly exchanged and critically evaluated. Consistent with these 
principles, this course may involve discussion of ideas that you find uncomfortable, disagreeable, or even 
offensive. These ideas are intended to be presented in an objective manner and not as an endorsement of 
what you should personally believe. Objective means that the idea presented can be tested by critical peer 
review and rigorous debate, and that the idea is supported by credible research. Not all ideas can be 
supported by objective methods or criteria. Regardless, you may decide that certain ideas are worthy of 
your personal belief. In this course, however, you may be asked to engage with complex ideas and to 
demonstrate an understanding of the ideas. Understanding an idea does not mean that you are required to 
believe it or agree with it. 
 



https://ehs.ucf.edu/automated-external-defibrillator-aed-locations

http://my.ucf.edu/

https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk
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Course Schedule 
 
Date Topic Reading Assignment 
8/23 Course introduction  Syllabus Academic activity record 
8/25 Course introduction   
8/30 What is anthropology?   
9/1 Cultural anthropology  Discussion Post 
9/6 Sex, Gender, and 


Culture Introduction 
Introduction  


9/8 Sex, Gender, and 
Culture Introduction 


 Discussion Post 


9/13 Native Americans and 
Gender 


Ch 1 Quiz 1 


9/15 Native Americans and 
Gender 


Ch 1 Discussion Post 


9/20 Hijra and Sadhin Ch 2  
9/22 Hijra and Sadhin Ch 2  
9/27 Sex and Gender in 


Brazil 
Ch 3 Quiz 2 


9/29 Sex and Gender in 
Brazil 


Ch 3 Discussion Post 


10/4 Gender Roles in 
Polynesia 


Ch 4 Quiz 4 


10/6 Gender Roles in 
Polynesia 


Ch 4 Discussion Post 


10/11 Exam Review   
10/13 Exam 1  Exam 1 
10/18 Transgender and 


Thailand and the 
Philippines  


Ch 5 Quiz 5 


10/20 Transgender and 
Thailand and the 
Philippines  


Ch 5 Discussion Post 


10/25 Indonesia Ch 6 Quiz 6 
10/27 Indonesia  Ch 6 Discussion Post 
11/1 Euro-American 


Cultures 
Ch 7 Quiz 7 


11/3 Euro-American 
Cultures 


Ch 7 Discussion Post 


11/8 Exam Review   
11/10 Exam 2  Exam 2 
11/15 Variations on a Theme Ch 8 Quiz 8 
11/17 Variations on a Theme Ch 8 Discussion Post 
11/22 Sex, Gender, and the 


Media 
Reading on 
Canvas 


 


11/24 Sex, Gender, and the 
Media 


 Discussion Post 


11/29 Intersectionality  Reading on  
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Canvas 
12/1 Intersectionality  Discussion Post 
12/6 Exam 3  Exam 3 
*The syllabus and course schedule are subject to change and revision. 
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ANT 3212.0W60 


Peoples of the World 
 
Class Format: Online 
 
Instructor: Dr. Russell Manzano   
Email: Russell.manzano@ucf.edu 
Office Location: HPH 309E  
Office Hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 10:00-11:30, and by appointment 


Please email me if you plan to attend office hours.  
 
TA: Konok Chapa 
Email: konokchapa95@Knights.ucf.edu 
 
Course Description 
A comparative study of religion, family, politics, philosophy, and other elements of socio-cultural 
organization of preliterate societies. 
 
Learning Outcomes:  
Upon completion of this course students will learn to identify and compare different cultures in history 
and throughout the world.  
Students will learn to critically evaluate the structure of societies discussed in class.  
Students understand diversity and what it means in a cross-cultural comparison.  
Students will understand how various societies are organized throughout the world.  


 
Required Course Materials 
 
Book: Culture Sketches 6th edition by Holly Peters-Golden 
Films:  
 
Students are required to see all films/videos shown in and out of class and stay alert for the duration of the 
showing; these will be on exams. Some of the films (and course readings) may include nudity, sexual 
situations, violence, and other mature content. Please be aware that because this is a class about global 
cultural diversity, this material is considered part of the curriculum. 
 
Grading System 
The final grade will be weighted using the following calculation. Students will be able to track their 
grades using Canvas. Final letter grades will be assigned according to the following scale. Final grades 
will not be changed under any circumstances other than when there is a calculation error. 
 
95-100 A 85-89 B  75-79 C+  65-69 D + <60 F 
90-94 A- 80-84 B- 70-75 C  60-65 D- 
 
An incomplete grade (I) will only be given under very rare circumstances. To qualify for an incomplete, 
the student must have completed all but a very small portion of the course and must have earned a passing 
grade up to that point. A contract will be signed between the student and the professor for completion of 
the work.   
 







2 
 
 


Writing Parameters: All writing assignments should be single-spaced, 1” margins on all sides, Times 
New Roman size 12. 
 
Extra Credit 
You will have opportunities throughout the semester for extra credit. While there are no excused absences 
or make-up work, extra credit opportunities will allow you to earn points you may need in case you had to 
miss class.  
 
Course Assignments 
The following assignments will make up your grade. Please note that quizzes will not be dropped.  
 
Quizzes  30%  
Exams  45% 
Discussion  25% 
 
Quizzes 
There will be one quiz for each reading online that you can access via Canvas. Quizzes are due the day 
that the reading is due by 11:59pm. Late quizzes will not be accepted without prior arrangements with the 
instructor.  
 
Exams 
There will be three exams worth 15% each that you will complete online. These exams will be open book 
and open notebook. You may not work together. All exams will be completed on Canvas.  
 
Discussion  
In this class you will write short discussion posts about the subject material for the module and respond to 
at least one other classmate.  
 
Course Policies: 
 
Academic Integrity 
The Center for Academic Integrity (CAI) defines academic integrity as a commitment, even in the face of 
adversity, to five fundamental values: honesty, trust, fairness, respect, and responsibility. From these 
values flow principles of behavior that enable academic communities to translate ideals into action. 
http://academicintegrity.org/  
 
UCF Creed: Integrity, scholarship, community, creativity, and excellence are the core values that guide 
our conduct, performance, and decisions. 


1. Integrity: I will practice and defend academic and personal honesty. 
2. Scholarship: I will cherish and honor learning as a fundamental purpose of my membership in the 


UCF community. 
3. Community: I will promote an open and supportive campus environment by respecting the rights 


and contributions of every individual. 
4. Creativity: I will use my talents to enrich the human experience. 
5. Excellence: I will strive toward the highest standards of performance in any endeavor I undertake. 


 
The following definitions of plagiarism and misuse of sources come from the Council of Writing Program 
Administrators <http://wpacouncil.org/node/9> and have been adopted by UCF’s Department of Writing 
& Rhetoric. 
 



http://academicintegrity.org/

http://wpacouncil.org/node/9
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Plagiarism 
In an instructional setting, plagiarism occurs when a writer deliberately uses someone else’s language, 
ideas, or other original (not common-knowledge) material without acknowledging its source. This 
definition applies to texts published in print or on-line, to manuscripts, and to the work of other student 
writers. 
 
Misuse of Sources 
A student who attempts (even if clumsily) to identify and credit his or her source, but who misuses a 
specific citation format or incorrectly uses quotation marks or other forms of identifying material taken 
from other sources, has not plagiarized. Instead, such a student should be considered to have failed to cite 
and document sources appropriately. 
 
Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating 
UCF faculty members have a responsibility for your education and the value of a UCF degree, and so 
seek to prevent unethical behavior and when necessary respond to infringements of academic integrity. 
Penalties can include a failing grade in an assignment or in the course, suspension or expulsion from the 
university, and/or a "Z Designation" on a student's official transcript indicating academic dishonesty, 
where the final grade for this course will be preceded by the letter Z. For more information about the Z 
Designation, see http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade.  
For more information about UCF's Rules of Conduct, see https://scai.sdes.ucf.edu/.  
 
Unauthorized Use of Class Materials 
There are many fraudulent websites claiming to offer study aids to students but are actually cheat sites. 
They encourage students to upload course materials, such as test questions, individual assignments, and 
examples of graded material. Such materials are the intellectual property of instructors, the university, or 
publishers and may not be distributed without prior authorization. Students who engage in such activity 
are in violation of academic conduct standards and may face penalties. 
 
Unauthorized Use of Class Notes 
Faculty have reported errors in class notes being sold by third parties, and the errors may be contributing 
to higher failure rates in some classes. The following is a statement appropriate for distribution to your 
classes or for inclusion on your syllabus: 
Third parties may be selling class notes from this class without my authorization. Please be aware that 
such class materials may contain errors, which could affect your performance or grade. Use these 
materials at your own risk. 
 
In-Class Recording Policy 
Outside of the notetaking and recording services offered by Student Accessibility Services. Such 
recordings are only acceptable in the context of personal, private studying and notetaking and are not 
authorized to be shared with anyone without the separate written approval of the instructor. 
 
Course Accessibility Statement  
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all persons with 
disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students with disabilities who 
need specific access in this course, such as accommodations, should contact the professor as soon as 
possible to discuss various access options. Students should also connect with Student Accessibility 
Services (Ferrell Commons, 7F, Room 185, sas@ucf.edu, phone (407) 823-2371). Through Student 
Accessibility Services, a Course Accessibility Letter may be created and sent to professors, which informs 
faculty of potential access and accommodations that might be reasonable. 
 



http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade

https://scai.sdes.ucf.edu/
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Campus Safety Statement 
Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise in our class, we will all need to work together. 
Everyone should be aware of the surroundings and familiar with some basic safety and security concepts.  


• In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance.  
• Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall near the door. 


Please make a note of the guide’s physical location and consider reviewing the online version at 
http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html.   


• Familiarize yourself with evacuation routes from each of your classrooms and have a plan for 
finding safety in case of an emergency. (Insert class-specific details if appropriate) 


• If there is a medical emergency during class, we may need to access a first aid kit or AED 
(Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those items are located in this building, see 
https://ehs.ucf.edu/automated-external-defibrillator-aed-locations. (insert class specific 
information if appropriate) 


• To stay informed about emergency situations, sign up to receive UCF text alerts by going to 
my.ucf.edu and logging in.  Click on “Student Self Service” located on the left side of the screen 
in the tool bar, scroll down to the blue “Personal Information” heading on your Student Center 
screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the information, including your e-mail address, cell phone 
number, and cell phone provider, click “Apply” to save the changes, and then click “OK.” 


• If you have a special need related to emergency situations, please speak with me during office 
hours. 


• Consider viewing this video (https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk) about how to manage an active 
shooter situation on campus or elsewhere. 


 
Deployed Active Duty Military Students 
If you are a deployed active duty military student and feel that you may need a special accommodation 
due to that unique status, please contact your instructor to discuss your circumstances. 
 
Late Assignment Policy 
Late assignment submissions must be discussed with the instructor prior to the assignment due date.  
 
Steps for academic continuity in the event of campus closure:  
In the event of an emergency, it may be necessary for UCF to suspend normal operations. During this 
time, UCF may opt to continue delivery of instruction through methods that include but are not limited to: 
Canvas, email messaging, and/or an alternate schedule. It is the responsibility of the student to monitor 
Canvas for each class for course specific communication, and the main UCF, College, and department 
websites, and emails for important general information.  
 
Illness Polices 
Students should contact their instructor as soon as possible if they miss class for any illness to discuss 
reasonable adjustments that might need to be made. When possible, students should contact their 
instructor before missing class. 
 
Other Policies 
Fundamental to University of Central Florida’s mission is support for an environment where divergent 
ideas, theories, and philosophies can be openly exchanged and critically evaluated. Consistent with these 
principles, this course may involve discussion of ideas that you find uncomfortable, disagreeable, or even 
offensive. These ideas are intended to be presented in an objective manner and not as an endorsement of 
what you should personally believe. Objective means that the idea presented can be tested by critical peer 
review and rigorous debate, and that the idea is supported by credible research. Not all ideas can be 
supported by objective methods or criteria. Regardless, you may decide that certain ideas are worthy of 



http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html

https://ehs.ucf.edu/automated-external-defibrillator-aed-locations
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your personal belief. In this course, however, you may be asked to engage with complex ideas and to 
demonstrate an understanding of the ideas. Understanding an idea does not mean that you are required to 
believe it or agree with it. 
 
 
Course Schedule 
 
Date Topic Reading Assignment 
8/23 Course introduction  Syllabus Academic activity record 
8/25 Introduction to 


Anthropology  
 Discussion Post  


8/30 The Azande Ch 1 Quiz 1 
9/1 The Azande Ch 1 Discussion Post 
9/6 The Aztecs Ch 2 Quiz 2 
9/8 The Aztecs Ch 2 Discussion Post 
9/13 The Basseri Ch 3 Quiz 3 
9/15 The Basseri Ch 3 Discussion Post 
9/20 Haiti Ch 4 Quiz 4 
9/22 Haiti Ch 4 Discussion Post 
9/27 The Hmong Ch 5 Quiz 5 
9/29 The Hmong Ch 5 Discussion Post 
10/4 Exam 1  Exam 1 
10/6 The Ju/’hoansi Ch 6 Quiz 6 
10/11 The Kaluli Ch 7 Quiz 7 
10/13 The Kaluli Ch 7 Discussion 
10/18 The Minangkabau Ch 8 Quiz 8 
10/20 The Minangkabau Ch 8 Discussion Post 
10/25 The Nuer Ch 9 Quiz 9 
10/27 The Nuer Ch 9 Discussion Post 
11/1 The Ojibwa Ch 10 Quiz 10 
11/3 The Ojibwa Ch 10 Discussion Post 
11/8 Exam 2   
11/10 The Roma Ch 11 Quiz 11 
11/15 The Samoans Ch 12 Quiz 12 
11/17 The Samoans  Discussion Post 
11/22 The Tiwi Ch 13 Quiz 13 
11/24 The Tiwi  Discussion Post 
11/29 The Trobriand 


Islanders 
Ch 14 Quiz 14 


12/1 The Yanomamo Ch 15 Discussion Post 
12/6 Exam 3  Exam 3 
*The syllabus and course schedule are subject to change and revision. 
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Course Syllabus 


ANT 3610: Language and Culture 


Fall 2022  


 


Instructor Professor Whitney D. Margaritis 


Office  Howard Phillips Hall 116E 


Office Hours Tuesdays, 10:00 am -12:00 pm EST, Online and By Appointment 


Phone  407-823-2227 


E-mail  whitney.margaritis@ucf.edu 


 


GTA  Alyna Woodall 


Email  alyna.woodall@ucf.edu 


 


Course Information 


Course Name  Language and Culture 


Course ID & Section ANT 3610 - 0W01 


Credit Hours  3 


Semester/Year Fall 2022 


Location  Online 


 


Course Description 


This course provides a study of language through various anthropological approaches focusing 


on language, behavior, and perception. You will learn how language both reflects and shapes 


thought, culture, and power. The prerequisite for this course is sophomore standing.  


 


Course Objectives 


● Recall and explain basic terminology used in anthropological linguistics. 


● Identify and critically think about key information from reading materials. 


● Assess how the broader concepts covered in this class can be used to understand 


everyday speech interactions. 


 


Required Texts 


● Ahearn, Laura. 2021. Living Language. Wiley-Blackwell. ISBN 978-1-1196-0814-1.  


● Davis, Jenny L. 2018. Talking Indian: Identity and Language Revitalization in the 


Chickasaw Renaissance. Tucson: University of Arizona Press. ISBN 


978-0-8165-3768-6. (The digital version of this textbook is available for free through the 


UCF Library. You may view it on the Web or download a PDF version to read offline.) 


 


Course Activities 


● Read the assigned materials each week. 







● Complete all required assignments on Webcourses@UCF and Yellowdig. 


● Follow all class protocols. 


 


Evaluation and Grades 


Your grade will be based on the Following scale: 


Percentage Grade 


95-100 A 


90-95 A- 


87-89 B+ 


84-86 B 


80-83 B- 


77-79 C+ 


74-76 C 


67-69 D+ 


64-66 D 


60-63 D- 


59 and below F 


 


Grades will be calculated using the following scheme: 


YellowDig (50%) 


Papers (40%) 


Discussion Posts (10%) 


 


  







Course Schedule 


The schedule is subject to change at any time. 


 


Week/Dates Topic Assignments Due Dates 


Week 1 


Aug 22-Aug 26 


What is linguistic 


anthropology? 


Welcome 


Module 1 


● Ahearn Ch. 1 


Introduction 


Week 2 


Aug 29-Sep 2 


Non-verbal communication: 


Gestures and Sign 


Languages 


Module 2 


● Ahearn Ch. 2 
● Kusters 2009 


Discussion 1 


Post in Yellowdig 


Week 3 


Sep 5-Sep 9 


The Research Process in 


Linguistic Anthropology 


Module 3 


● Ahearn Ch. 3 
● FILM: The Linguists 


Endangered 


Language 


Selection 


Week 4 


Sep 12-Sep 16 


Language Acquisition and 


Socialization 


Module 4 


● Ahearn Ch. 4 
Discussion 2 


Post in Yellowdig 


Week 5 


Sep 19-Sep 23 


Language, Thought, and 


Culture 


Module 5 


● Ahearn Ch. 5 
● Cohn 1987 


  


Week 6 


Sep 26-Sep 30 


Global Communities of 


Multilingual Language 


Users 


Module 6 


● Ahearn Ch. 6 
● Meyerhoff 1999 
● Dreifus 2011 


Discussion 3 


Post in Yellowdig 


Week 7 


Oct 3-Oct 7 


Literacy Practices Module 7 


● Ahearn Ch. 7 
● Baquedano-Lopez 


2004 


Language 


Autobiography 


Week 8 


Oct 10-Oct 14 


Online Communities Module 8 


● Ahearn Ch.8 
● Spears-Rico 2019 
● Backe 2020 


Discussion 4 


Post in Yellowdig 


Week 9 


Oct 17-Oct 21 


Language Endangerment 


and Revitalization 


Module 9 


● Ahearn Ch. 12 
● Lillehaugen 2019 


Endangered 


Language Outline 







Week 10 


Oct 24-Oct 28 


Performance, 


Performativity, and the 


Constitution of 


Communities 


Module 10 


● Ahearn Ch. 9 
● Farnell 2002 


Discussion 5 


Post in Yellowdig 


Week 11 


Oct 31-Nov 4 


Language and Gender Module 11 


● Ahearn Ch. 10 
● Cameron 2007 
● Kulick 1998 


  


Week 12 


Nov 7-Nov 11 


Language, Race and 


Ethnicity 


Module 12 


● Ahearn Ch. 11 
● Urcioli 1991 
● Basso 1979 


Discussion 6 


Post in Yellowdig 


Week 13 


Nov 14-Nov 18 


Language, Power, and 


Agency 


Module 13 


● Ahearn Ch. 13 
Endangered 


Language Profile 


Week 14 


Nov 21-Nov 25 


Ethnography Module 14 


● Davis Intro & Ch. 1-2 


(Pgs. 1-75) 


Discussion 7 


Post in Yellowdig 


Week 15 


Nov 28-Dec 2 


Ethnography Module 15 


● Davis Ch. 3-5 (Pgs. 76-


150) 


 


Week 16 


Dec 5-Dec 9 


Finals Week Module 16 Ethnography 


Discussion 


 


University Policies 


Inclusive Classroom 


I am committed to fostering a climate of inclusion and acceptance in this course. It is my intent 


that students from all backgrounds and perspectives be well served by this course, that students’ 


learning needs be addressed both in and out of class, and that the diversity that students bring to 


this class be viewed as a resource, strength and benefit. It is my intent to foster a learning 


environment respectful of gender identity, sexuality, disability, age, socioeconomic status, 


immigration status, ethnicity, race, and culture. Your suggestions are encouraged and 


appreciated. Please let me know ways to improve the effectiveness of the course for you 


personally or for other students or student groups. In addition, if any of our class activities 


conflict with your religious events, please let me know so that we can make arrangements for 


you. Please let me know if you would like me to use specific personal gender pronouns (PGPs) 


when communicating with you. 







 


Academic Integrity 


Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of Conduct. According to Section 1, 


"Academic Misconduct," students are prohibited from engaging in: 


 


● Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information 


or study aids in any academic exercise unless specifically authorized by the instructor of 


record. The unauthorized possession of examination or course-related material also 


constitutes cheating. 


● Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral means: The 


presentation of material which has not been studied or learned, but rather was obtained 


through someone else’s efforts and used as part of an examination, course assignment, or 


project. 


● Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to another person, 


student, and/or uploading course material to a third-party vendor without authorization or 


without the express written permission of the university and the instructor. Course 


materials include but are not limited to class notes, Instructor’s PowerPoints, course 


syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, instruction sheets, homework, study guides, handouts, etc. 


● Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work. 


● Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the source, 


thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s own. 


● Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than once 


without the express written permission of the instructor. 


● Helping another violate academic behavior standards. 


 


For more information about Academic Integrity, students may consult The Center for Academic 


Integrity. 


For more information about plagiarism and misuse of sources, see “Defining and Avoiding 


Plagiarism: The WPA Statement on Best Practices”. 


 


Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating 


Students should also familiarize themselves with the procedures for academic misconduct in 


UCF’s student handbook, The Golden Rule. UCF faculty members have a responsibility for 


students’ education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to prevent unethical behavior and 


when necessary respond to academic misconduct. Penalties can include a failing grade in an 


assignment or in the course, suspension or expulsion from the university, and/or a "Z 


Designation" on a student’s official transcript indicating academic dishonesty, where the final 


grade for this course will be preceded by the letter Z. For more information about the Z 


Designation, see http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade. 


 



http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade





Course Accessibility Statement 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all persons 


with disabilities. Students with disabilities who need disability-related access in this course 


should contact the professor as soon as possible. Students should also connect with Student 


Accessibility Services (Ferrell Commons 185, sas@ucf.edu, phone (407) 823-2371). Through 


Student Accessibility Services, a Course Accessibility Letter may be created and sent to 


professors, which informs faculty of potential access and accommodations that might be 


reasonable. Determining reasonable access and accommodations requires consideration of the 


course design, course learning objectives and the individual academic and course barriers 


experienced by the student. 


 


Campus Safety Statement 


Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise in our class, everyone needs to work 


together. Students should be aware of the surroundings and familiar with some basic safety and 


security concepts. 


● In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance. 


● Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall near the 


door. Please make a note of the guide’s physical location and consider reviewing the 


online version at http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html  


● Students should know the evacuation routes from each of their classrooms and have a 


plan for finding safety in case of an emergency. 


● If there is a medical emergency during class, we may need to access a first aid kit or AED 


(Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those items are located in this 


building, see http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/workplacesafety.html 


● To stay informed about emergency situations, sign up to receive UCF text alerts by going 


to my.ucf.edu and logging in. Click on "Student Self Service" located on the left side of 


the screen in the toolbar, scroll down to the blue "Personal Information" heading on your 


Student Center screen, click on "UCF Alert," fill out the information, including your 


email address, cell phone number, and cell phone provider, click "Apply" to save the 


changes, and then click "OK." 


● Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their 


instructors outside of class. 


● To learn about how to manage an active-shooter situation on campus or elsewhere, 


consider viewing the video “You CAN Survive an Active Shooter.” 


 


Deployed Active Duty Military Students 


If you are a deployed active duty military student and feel that you may need a special 


accommodation due to that unique status, please contact your instructor to discuss your 


circumstances. 


 







Copyright 


This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, images, text 


materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use doctrine in order to 


enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, download or distribute these 


items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for this online classroom environment and 


your use only. All copyright materials are credited to the copyright holder. 


 


Third-Party Software and FERPA 


During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or software 


applications sometimes called third-party software such as a blog or wiki. While some of these 


could be required assignments, you need not make any personally identifying information on a 


public site. Do not post or provide any private information about yourself or your classmates. 


Where appropriate you may use a pseudonym or nickname. Some written assignments posted 


publicly may require personal reflection/comments, but the assignments will not require you to 


disclose any personally identity-sensitive information. If you have any concerns about this, 


please contact your instructor. 


 








Syllabus 


ANT3241-0W60 - Magic, 
Ritual, and Belief 


Fall 2022 
 


Ty Matejowsky 


(no face-to-face class meetings; strictly 
online) 


  Course Syllabus 


Contacting the Professor 
Office Hours:1:00PM-2:00PM Tuesdays, or by appointment 


Zoom Office Hours:1:00PM-2:00PM Tuesdays (non-mandatory) 


Office: Phillips Hall, Third Floor, room 309G 


Phone: (407) 823-4611 


Fax:(407) 823-3498 


E-mail: Ty.Matejowsky@ucf.edu 


  


Course Description: 
This is an upper-division course designed to familiarize students with anthropological 
perspectives on religion and the supernatural. In this class we will examine topics such as 
types of belief systems, religious specialists, rituals and symbols, religious use of drugs, 
divination and magic, witchcraft and sorcery, the occult and revitalization movements. 
Most course information will pertain to traditional non-Western cultures. This is not a 
comparative religions class nor a theology class. Students may be exposed to topics that 



mailto:tmatejow@mail.ucf.edu





challenge their own established beliefs. Accordingly, topics in the class are best 
approached with an open mind. 


Course Objectives 
The objectives of this course are fourfold: 


1. to introduce students to various belief systems 
2. to explore the concepts of magic and witchcraft 
3. to acquaint students with ethnomedicine and the religious use of drugs 
4. to examine religious change. 


Required Texts (purchase in Bookstore or online) 
Stein, Rebecca L. and Philip L. Stein 2017. The Anthropology of Religion, Magic, and 
Witchcraft. Fourth Edition. Routledge. 


 


  


The Anthropology of Religion, Magic, and Witchcraft (2017) will serve as the basic text for 
this course. This selection of articles focuses on topics relevant to the anthropological 
study of belief systems and the supernatural.  There will also be some downloaded 
documents that students will read for Module 7 Ethnomedicine and Module 
9 Revitalization Movements. 


Tests: 
There will be three multiple choice exams held on the dates scheduled (see Class 
Schedule). Each exam will consist of around 40-60 plus questions covering material 







presented in modules, and readings. Anyone caught cheating on an exam will be 
assigned a zero for that exam. 


Discussion Rubric 


5 points (A) 


Excellence in posting timely, c             


• Follows assignmen              
postings of at least   


• Does not repeat (i.e                 
with classmates an       


• Applies course info            
readings and week   


• Critical thinking (i.e               
not simply recite in      


4 points (B) Above Average in criteria liste                   
consistent with, criteria for an  


3.5 points (C) Adequate in criteria listed for                  
materials and analysis.  


3 points (D) 
Serious insufficiency in criteri                  
of discussion topic. Also inclu                  
classmates. 


0 points (F) Failing is earned when studen                


Course Assignments: 
1. Completion of nine on-line discussion assignments (each discussion 


assignment counts for 5% of total grade )= 45% total 
2. Three non-cumulative, multiple choice exams (each exam counts for 


approximately 18.33% of total grade) = 55% total 


Discussion Assignments 
1. There are 5 discussion assignments that coincide with selected modules (see 


schedule). 
2. Each discussion assignment counts for up to 5 points (5% of total grade). 







3. Discussion assignment questions can be found on the last page of the 
designated module. 


4. Students must first publish their answers to the appropriate discussion forum 
before having access to their classmates' postings. 


5. Students who submit a blank posting to gain access to the previously 
submitted work of others will be subject to a grade reduction or possible zero. 


6. Your answers should be several paragraphs in length (i.e., they should have 
enough depth to effectively address the module assignment questions). 


7. Each discussion posting is evaluated based on information presented in the 
Discussion Rubric. 


8. It is to your advantage to begin work on the discussion questions sooner 
rather than later. Waiting until the last minute to answer the questions can 
adversely affect the quality of your graded submission (see Discussion Rubric). 


Grading Scale: 
A B C D F 


  B+ = 88-89 C+ = 78-79 D+ - 68-69   


A > 93 B = 83-87 C = 73-77 D = 63-67 F = 59 or below 


A- = 90-92 B- = 80-82 C- = 70-72 D- = 60-62   


Changes in the Syllabus 
The instructor reserves the right to make appropriate changes in the syllabus, the testing 
procedure and the grading basis, if in the professional judgment of the instructor, such 
modification is in the best interest of fulfilling the course objectives and assuring the 
academic integrity of the course and the institution. Any changes of this type will be 
announced in class. It is the student's responsibility to keep up on course information 
announced in this fashion. NO EXTRA CREDIT OPPORTUNITIES IN THIS 
CLASS.  Please do NOT email me to inquire about exceptions to this policy at the end of 
the semester. 


 Schedule 
ANT3241 - Magic,Ritual, and Belief 







 


Ty Matejowsky 


ANT3241– 0W60 Fall 2022 
Class Schedule 


Week of Topics Readings & Assignments Assignments Due 


8/22/22 Introduction to the 
course 


Read course syllabus, course protocols, 
course home 


Attendance 
assignment due 
Friday August 26 at 
11:59pm Eastern 
Time. 


8/29/22 
Module 1: 
Anthropology of 
Religion 


Read The Anthropological Study of 
Religion (pp. 1-31) Complete on-line 
assignment for Module 1. 


On-line assignment 
for Module 1 
due Friday 
September 2 at 
11:59pm Eastern 
Time. 


9/5/22 
Module 
2: Religious 
Specialists 


Read Religious Specialists (pp.127-
144) Complete on-line assignment 
for Module 2. 


On-line assignment 
for Module 2 due 
Friday September 9 
at 11:59pm Eastern 
Time. 


9/12/22 Module 3: Rituals 
and Symbols 


Read Religious Symbols (pp. 58-
81); Ritual (pp. 82-109) Complete on-
line assignment for Module 3. 


On-
line assignment for 
Module 3 due Friday 
September 16 at 
11:59pm Eastern 
Time. 


9/19/22  Exam One Take on-line exam covering Modules 1-
3 


Exam One is due 
Friday September 23 
at 11:59pm Eastern 
Time 


9/26/22 
Module 
4: Witchcraft & 
Sorcery 


Read Witchcraft (pp. 233-
250) Complete on-line assignment 
for Module 4. 


On-line assignment 
for Module 4 is due 
Friday September 30 
at 11:59pm Eastern 
Time. 







10/3/22 Module 5: Magic 
& Divination 


Read Magic and Divination (pp. 145-
170) Complete on-line assignment 
for Module 5. 


On-line assignment 
for Module 5 is due 
Friday October 7 at 
11:59pm Eastern 
Time. 


10/10/22 
Module 6: 


Religious Use of 
Drugs 


Read Altered States of 
Consciousness (pp. 110-
126) Complete on-line assignment 
for Module 6. 


On-line assignment 
for Module 6 is due 
Friday October 14 at 
11:59pm Eastern 
Time. 


10/17/22 
& 
10/24/22 


Exam Two Take on-line exam 2 covering Modules 
4-6 


Exam Two is due 
Friday October 28 at 
11:59pm Eastern 
Time 


10/31/22 Module 
7: Ethnomedicine 


Read Disease Etiologies in Non-
Western Medical Systems by George 
Foster (downloaded document) 


Complete on-line assignment for 
Module 7 


On-line assignment 
for Module 7 is due 
Friday November 4 
at 11:59pm Eastern 
Time. 


11/7/22 
Module 8: Death: 
Ghosts, Souls & 
Ancestors 


Read Souls, Ghosts, and Death (pp. 
172-204) Complete on-line 
assignment for Module 8 


On-line assignment 
for Module 8 is due 
Friday November 
11 at 11:59pm 
Eastern Time. 


11/14/22 
Module 
9: Revitalization 
Movements 


Read Revitalization Movements by 
Anthony F.C. Wallace (downloaded 
document); The Ghost Dance 
Religion by Alice Beck Kehoe 
(downloaded document); Cargo 
Cults By Peter M. Worsley 
(downloaded document); 


Complete on-line assignment for 
Module 9 


On-line assignment 
for Module 9 is due 
Friday November 
18at 11:59pm 
Eastern Time. 


11/21/22 
& 
11/28/22 


Exam Three Take on-line exam 3 covering Modules 
7-9 


Exam Three is due 
Friday December 
2  at 11:59pm 
Eastern Time. 







  


Protocols 
 


 Protocols and Policies  


ANT3241 - Magic, Ritual, & Belief 
 


Exam/Quiz Protocols 
1. Read the entire Quiz Introduction page before you click on the "Begin Quiz" 


button to familiarize yourself with the quiz/exam procedures. You have access 
to this page each time you access a quiz or exam in Webcourses. You may 
want to print it out for future reference. If you have any further questions it is 
your responsibility to contact the professor for clarification. 


2. Unless otherwise noted, students will have only ONE opportunity to take the 
exam. 


3. Requests for resetting exams will be considered on a case by case 
basis.  Forgetting or overlooking exam deadlines is NOT considered a valid 
reason for a reset request.  


4. If you have technical problems that prevent you from completing the exam it 
is your responsibility to contact the professor within 24 hours and requests 
the exam be reset. This will only be done at the professor's discretion for what 
is determined as compelling reasons. 


5. Exams will only be reset ONCE for technical issues. 
6. Exam submissions will only be accepted through the Quiz function of 


Webcourses. Using any other method of submitting exam/quiz answers 
will NOT be accepted and may result in a failing grade. 


7. Students will have one week from the end of each exam period to contest or 
request clarification for specific exam questions.  After this time, such 
requests will NOT be entertained.  


Email Protocols 
1. Be sure and check your e-mail at least once per week (but more often is 


better). 
2. Use e-mail to send a general question about the course to one of the 


instructors . 







3. When sending e-mail to one of the instructors, always put "ant3241" (without 
the quotes) in the "Subject" line. 


4. Be courteous and considerate. It is important to be honest and to express 
yourself freely but being considerate of others online is just as important as in 
the classroom. 


5. Make every effort to be clear. Online communication lacks the nonverbal cues 
that fill in much of the meaning in face-to-face communication. 


6. Do the following in every e-mail message you send during this course: 
1. Sign your e-mail messages 
2. Do not use all caps. This makes the message very hard to read and 


is considered "shouting." 
3. Check spelling, grammar, and punctuation (you may want to 


compose in a word processor, then cut and paste the message into 
the forum or e-mail). 


4. Break up large blocks of text into paragraphs and use a space 
between paragraphs. 


7. Abbreviate when possible: Examples: 
1. IMHO = in my humble/honest opinion 
2. FYI = for your information 
3. BTW = by the way 
4. Flame = antagonistic criticism 
5. :-) = happy face for humor 


8. Never assume that your e-mail can be read by no one except yourself; others 
may be able to read or access your mail. Never send or keep anything that you 
would not mind seeing on the evening news. 


Discussion Protocols 
1. Be courteous and considerate. It is important to be honest and to express 


yourself freely but being considerate of others online is just as important as in 
the classroom. 


2. Make every effort to be clear. Online communication lacks the nonverbal cues 
that fill in much of the meaning in face-to-face communication. 


3. If you want to send a message to the instructor or to another student, use e-
mail rather than the Discussion Topic. 


4. Use the appropriate Discussion Topic. 
5. Use the following conventions when composing a Discussion Topic post: 
6. Avoid "I agree" type posts, they take up space on the Discussion Topic and will 


not be counted for credit. 
7. Do not use all caps. This makes the message very hard to read and is 


considered "shouting." 
8. Check spelling, grammar, and punctuation. 
9. Try to avoid posting large blocks of text but when you must, break them into 


paragraphs and use a space between paragraphs. 







Academic Integrity 
Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of ConductLinks to an external 
site.. According to Section 1, “Academic Misconduct,” students are prohibited from 
engaging in 


1. Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, 
information or study aids in any academic exercise unless specifically 
authorized by the instructor of record. The unauthorized possession of 
examination or course-related material also constitutes cheating. 


2. Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral means: 
The presentation of material which has not been studied or learned, but rather 
was obtained through someone else’s efforts and used as part of an 
examination, course assignment, or project. 


3. Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to another 
person, student, and/or uploading course material to a third-party vendor 
without authorization or without the express written permission of the 
university and the instructor. Course materials include but are not limited to 
class notes, Instructor’s PowerPoints, course syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, 
instruction sheets, homework, study guides, handouts, etc. 


4. Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work. 
5. Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of 


the source, thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the 
student’s own. 


6. Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more 
than once without the express written permission of the instructor. 


7. Helping another violate academic behavior standards. 


For more information about Academic Integrity, students may consult The Center for 
Academic Integrity (Links to an external site.). 
For more information about plagiarism and misuse of sources, see “Defining and 
Avoiding Plagiarism: The WPA Statement on Best Practices (Links to an external site.).”  


Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating 


Students should also familiarize themselves with the procedures for academic 
misconduct in UCF’s student handbook, The Golden RuleLinks to an external site.. UCF 
faculty members have a responsibility for students’ education and the value of a UCF 
degree, and so seek to prevent unethical behavior and when necessary respond to 
academic misconduct. Penalties can include a failing grade in an assignment or in the 
course, suspension or expulsion from the university, and/or a “Z Designation” on a 
student’s official transcript indicating academic dishonesty, where the final grade for this 
course will be preceded by the letter Z. For more information about the Z Designation, 
click hereLinks to an external site.. 



http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/process/roc

http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/process/roc

http://www.academicintegrity.org/icai/assets/FVProject.pdf

http://www.academicintegrity.org/icai/assets/FVProject.pdf

http://wpacouncil.org/node/9

http://wpacouncil.org/node/9

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/docs/goldenrule.pdf

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade





Course Accessibility 
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all 
persons with disabilities. Students with disabilities who need disability-related access in 
this course should contact the professor as soon as possible. Students should also 
connect with Student Accessibility Services (SAS) <http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/> (Ferrell 
Commons 185, sas@ucf.edu, phone 407-823-2371). Through Student Accessibility 
Services, a Course Accessibility Letter may be created and sent to professors, which 
informs faculty of potential access and accommodations that might be reasonable. 
Determining reasonable access and accommodations requires consideration of the 
course design, course learning objectives and the individual academic and course barriers 
experienced by the student. 


Campus Safety 
Though most emergency situations are primarily relevant to courses that meet in person, 
such incidents can also impact online students, either when they are on or near campus 
to participate in other courses or activities or when their course work is affected by off-
campus emergencies. The following policies apply to courses in online modalities.  


• To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive 
UCF text alerts by going to ucf.eduLinks to an external site. and logging in. 
Click on “Student Self Service” located on the left side of the screen in the 
toolbar, scroll down to the blue “Personal Information” heading on the Student 
Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the information, including e-mail 
address, cell phone number, and cell phone provider, click “Apply” to save the 
changes, and then click “OK.” 


• Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with 
their instructors outside of class. 


Makeup Assignments for Authorized University 
Events and Co-curricular Activities 
Students who represent the university in an authorized event or activity (for example, 
student-athletes) and who are unable to meet a course deadline due to a conflict with 
that event must provide the instructor with documentation in advance to arrange a 
make-up. No penalty will be applied. For more information, see the UCF policyLinks to 
an external site. 


Deployed Active Duty Military Students 
Students who are deployed active duty military and/or National Guard personnel and 
require accommodation should contact their instructors as soon as possible after the 



http://my.ucf.edu/

http://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-401.1MakeupAssignmentsForAuthorizedUniversityEventsOrCocurricularActivities.pdf

http://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-401.1MakeupAssignmentsForAuthorizedUniversityEventsOrCocurricularActivities.pdf





semester begins and/or after they receive notification of deployment to make related 
arrangements. 
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Welcome to: 
 


Engagement & Social Change:  
Public Anthropology  


 


ANT 3701M - Fall 2022  
Mondays & Wednesdays: 1:30 – 2:20 pm,  


Online Component: to be completed 
between Thur. and Sun. 


Location: BA-1 Building, Room 122 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Professor:  Joanna Mishtal, Ph.D.  


      Professor of Cultural & Medical Anthropology  
 Co-Founder: Medical Anthropology Minor 
 Founder: Anthropology of Global Health Certificate  
 https://sciences.ucf.edu/anthropology/people/mishtal-joanna/  
 https://joannamishtal.com/  


Office Hours: Wed. 3:45 – 5 pm (and by appointment, if needed) in Howard Phillips Hall 309 
(Anthro Dept)  
E-mail:  jmishtal@ucf.edu (preferred email) 
  
My COVID-19 Status: I am fully vaccinated! to protect myself and you. Please vaccinate! 
If you think you’re infected: please get tested immediately and refrain from coming to class. 
 
Did you know that our own UCF graduate, Dr. Darin Edwards, helped develop the COVID-19 vaccine?!   
 
The CDC recommends that:  
 “if you test positive for COVID-19, you stay home for at least 5 days and isolate from others in 


your home” 
 “if you were exposed to COVID-19, you wear a high-quality mask for 10 days and get tested on 


day 5”  
(See: https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2022/p0811-covid-guidance.html) 


The World Health Organization “Mythbuster” about COVID: 
 https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/advice-for-public/myth-


busters  
July 2022 Update: The “Long COVID” – what is it? 
 https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/long-term-effects/index.html  



https://sciences.ucf.edu/anthropology/people/mishtal-joanna/

https://joannamishtal.com/

mailto:jmishtal@ucf.edu

https://www.ucf.edu/pegasus/covid-19-big-shot/#:%7E:text=A%20UCF%20graduate%20led%20the,for%20the%20future%20of%20medicine.&text=In%20late%20December%202020%2C%20Darin,from%20his%20sister%20in%20Orlando.

https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2022/p0811-covid-guidance.html

https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/advice-for-public/myth-busters

https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/advice-for-public/myth-busters

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/long-term-effects/index.html
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In sum, it’s true that the combination of vaccination and effective treatments have made the virus more 
manageable. Teaching in a mask is difficult, but I might continue to wear a mask whenever I feel I 
should.   
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Course Description: 
This course explores how anthropological knowledge, skills, and methods contribute to the 
understanding of contemporary human concerns related to health, migration, globalization, human 
rights, and development. As the most rapidly expanding field in anthropology, public (or applied) 
anthropological strives to bring public and policy attention to concerns that are often hidden or 
marginalized. In the words of anthropologist Robert Borofsky, it strives “to move beyond the 
traditional ‘do no harm’ ethos of funded research to one that strives to do good, to one that focuses 
on helping others.”  We will therefore consider how anthropology can be engaged with the 
community, and explore how best to engage locally and abroad to create positive change. 
 Credit:  This class counts toward these programs and requirements (or prereq):  


 Global Health Certificate  
 Medical Anthropology Minor  
 Gordon Rule Requirement 


 
Learning outcomes - upon course completion, the students will:  
1) gain knowledge of the various public interest domains in anthropological research 
2.) become familiar with ethical considerations for anthropology work and research  
3) gain understanding of how anthropology fits in the work of local and global organizations, and 
policy 
4.) expand their scholarly writing skills, including analysis and synthesis 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Course Materials:  
1.) Required Book:  
• Jason De Leon and Michael Wells.  The Land of Open Graves: Living 


and Dying on the Migrant Trail. University of California Press.  2015 
Access - this book is available, in addition to UCF bookstore:  


 at UCF library as an e-book (free) 
 used copies on Amazon for about $12 


 
2.) Required Articles (provided): Several articles are also required and are 
available to students (for free) electronically on our Canvas site. All assigned 
articles are listed in the class schedule below which specifies when students 
are expected to read them. You can make notes and highlight on PDFs.   
 
3.) Required Films (provided): 
Students are required to see all films and videos shown in class and stay alert during the showings. 
Titles of films will be provided in class or listed on syllabus. For films/videos please close computers 
due to glare. 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Expectations:  
I hope that you will want to attend this class and enjoy the material.  
Students are expected to attend lectures and films, complete assignments, observe deadlines, and 
take notes on lectures, films, class discussions, and the assigned readings. Students are expected to 



https://www.ucf.edu/catalog/undergraduate/#/programs/HygINJ-_s_?bc=true&bcCurrent=Anthropology%20of%20Global%20Health%20Certificate&bcGroup=College%20of%20Sciences&bcItemType=programs

https://www.ucf.edu/catalog/undergraduate/#/programs/BJVIyWdid?bc=true&bcCurrent=Medical%20Anthropology%20Minor&bcGroup=College%20of%20Sciences&bcItemType=programs
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read all the material assigned for each class and be prepared to discuss it. If you attend classes, take 
thorough notes, and do the readings seriously, you should do well in this course.  
 
Respectful Behavior: Students are expected to have a respectful demeanor in all class discussions 
and interactions with other students, professor, and the GTA. This class is an academic safe space, 
which means that while scientific ideas may be expressed, it is expected that scientific evidence 
supports your arguments, and that discussion is held appropriately and respectfully. Appropriate and 
respectful discussion means that no disparaging, insulting words, slurs, or attacks (any hate speech) may to be directed 
at other individuals (or to oneself). Any such behavior will result in ejection from the class and further academic 
conduct consequences. The value, equality, and respectful treatment of each other are embraced in and 
fundamental to anthropology and UCF. Any inappropriate behavior will be reflected in the final 
grade and may be reported to the student conduct office. 
 
Punctuality for Lectures: coming late to class is distracting to me and to the students. Please make 
every effort to be on time. Tardiness will be noted and marked on students’ attendance records. 
 
No make-ups of assignments: make-ups will not be permitted unless it is for university-sponsored 
events, documented illness, religious observances, or legal obligations (such as jury duty) and with 
documentation. 
 
Electronics: You can use a computer/tablet in class only for taking notes, but you cannot use them 
for other purposes such as: calls, texting, emailing, and browsing the internet. Please keep your 
phones silenced in class, as per UCF policy, and in your pocket or bag for the duration of the class.  
 
Knights Email Communication: Given that there will be important email communications between 
the professor, the GTA, and the class, students are responsible for checking their “knights.edu” 
email.   
 
Academic Activity Record: UCF requires that all students complete the Academic Activity Record 
task in our course on Canvas during the first week.  This is necessary for receiving financial aid 
without delay.  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Examinations and Grading Policy:  
My approach is to give you smaller and more frequent assignments to make it 
easier for you to improve your grades over time by giving more chances at 
being evaluated. Here’s the breakdown. 
 
Summary of points: 
In-Class Component:    


1) Exam 1: 20 points 
2) Exam 2: 20 points 
3) 5 of 6 Short Quizzes (2 points each): 10 points 


Outside of Class/Online Component:    
4) Book Response Paper: 10 points 
5) Fieldwork Project proposal/set-up: 10 points  
6) Final Fieldwork Project Report (or Research Paper): 30 points 


      
Attendance record and class participation will be used to help students in borderline cases. 


       Total: 100 points 
 


The Grade Scale: 
94 – 100 = A 
90 – 93 = A-  
87 – 89 = B+ 
84 – 86 = B   
80 – 83 = B-  
77 – 79 = C+  
74 – 76 = C  
70 – 73 = C- 
67 – 69 = D+  
64 – 66 = D 
60 – 63 = D- 
0 – 59 = F 
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Descriptions: 
1) Exam 1 (20 points):  
The exam consists of 20 questions (multiple choice, true/false, fill-in-the-blank). The exam covers 
concepts from all texts, videos, lectures (including any guest lectures) that were covered since the 
start of the semester.  Please bring a brown scantron and #2 pencils to the exam. 
 
2) Exam 2 (20 points):  
The second exam will consist of 20 questions (multiple choice, true/false, fill-in-the-blank). This 
exam covers primarily the material since the first exam, with a few questions covering the material 
from the first exam.  Please bring a brown scantron and #2 pencils to the exam.   
   
3) 5 of 6 Short Quizzes (2 points each): 10 points 
Five short quizzes will be given for 2 points each based on assigned book readings for that day and 
will consist of 1-2 questions (narrative, fill in the blank or multiple choice) meant to assess if the 
student read and understood the assigned material. They will take about 5-7 min. at the start of the 
class. There will be no make-ups for the quizzes, because 1 quiz score will be dropped. The 
dropping of the lowest score is designed to help students in situations when the student happens to 
get sick, has jury duty, the car breaks down, or has some other sudden emergency and is unable to 
attend class on the day of the quiz. 
 
4) Book Response Paper (10 points): 
The ethnographic book by Jason De Leon and Michael Wells (2015), will serve as the basis for this 
book response paper. Students will analyze the book’s content in light of the topics covered in class. 
Specific instructions on Canvas.  
These papers will have a word limit of 700 - 800. DUE: 11/13/2022 
 
5 & 6) Public Anthropology Project (total 40 points): 
           Proposal/Set-up of project (10 points) + Final Fieldwork Project Report (30 points) 
    
 OPTION I:  Fieldwork Project & Report (encouraged and preferred!)  


Much of public anthropological work involves working with non-profit organizations  
(NGOs). In this spirit, students will complete a Fieldwork Project which will involve  
minimum of 16 hours of a volunteering experience with an organization of your choice 
during the semester. Projects can be arranged via Volunteer UCF Center located at the Student 
Union, Room 154; website: https://osi.ucf.edu/agencies/vucf/ and 
https://www.ucf.edu/services/category/community-service-volunteering/   
*NOTE: Students must be approved for their choice of the organization or events by the 
Professor before beginning the project. Specific instructions on Canvas. Students will 
earn points for: 


• Project Proposal/Set-up DUE: 9/11/2022 by midnight via Canvas 
o Timeliness: submitting any required information about the project on time 


• Final Report (stands for your Final Exam & due during the finals week): discussing 
the experience; length 600-650 words.  DUE: 12/5/2022 by midnight via Canvas 


 
OPTION II:  Research Paper (available only if necessary) 
If a student tries and is unable for some reason (with documentation) to volunteer in a 
community-based organization or at community events, they’ll have the option of writing a 
Paper on a public anthropology topic. This will involve researching a topic by locating and 
reading 4 full-length research articles on a similar subject in these journals: Human 



https://osi.ucf.edu/agencies/vucf/

https://www.ucf.edu/services/category/community-service-volunteering/
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Organization, Practicing Anthropology, and NAPA Bulletin/ Annals of Anthropological Practice, and 
writing a paper based on the analysis of these texts.  Specific instructions on Canvas.  
*NOTE: topic and articles must be approved by the Professor before proceeding.  
Students earn points for: 


• Paper Proposal: DUE: 12/5/2022 by midnight via Canvas 
o Timeliness: submitting required parts of the paper on time 


• Research Paper (stands for your Final Exam & due during the finals week):  length 
1500-1550 words (about 6 pages double spaced), plus references cited section. 
DUE: 12/5/2022 by midnight via Canvas 
 


~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
A WRITING TIP:  Please take advantage of the UCF Writing Center before you submit your 
papers for grading. This is an excellent and free resource to UCF students who are writing any type 
of paper. http://uwc.ucf.edu/ 
 
Writing Parameters:  All writing assignments should be single-spaced, 1” margins on all sides, 
Times New Roman size 12 or Garamond font size 12.   
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 


Course Schedule 
 


WEEK 1:   
8/22 - Mon: First class – introduction of the course and overview of the syllabus. 


 
 


8/24 – Wed:  Introduction to public anthropology.  
Read for Wed:  
“Making Anthropology Public” by N. Scheper-
Hughes, Anthropology Today, 25(4):1-3, 2009. 
 


Browse relevant websites: 
• Center for a Public Anthropology: 


http://www.publicanthropology.org/about/  
• Society for Applied Anthropology: http://www.sfaa.net/ 
• American Anthropological Association: http://www.aaanet.org/ 
• National Association for the Practice of Anthropology (NAPA): 


https://practicinganthropology.org/  
 
 
Online Component: 
 Assignment Wk 1: Instructions on Canvas (Become familiar with the site) 


_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
WEEK 2:  Ethics & Research: Past and Present. 
 


8/29 - Mon:  The Yanomami Controversy  
Read for Mon: 
“The Fierce Anthropologist: Did Napoleon Chagnon’s 
expeditions harm one of the world’s most vulnerable 
tribes?” by Patrick Tierney, The New Yorker, 10-9-2000  
 



http://uwc.ucf.edu/

http://www.publicanthropology.org/about/

http://www.sfaa.net/

http://www.aaanet.org/

https://practicinganthropology.org/
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8/31 – Wed:  The Yanomami Controversy 
Read for Wed: 
“Darkness in El Dorado: research ethics then and now” by Carolyn  
Fleuhr-Lobban Ethics and the Profession of Anthropology, pp. 85-106, 2003. 
 
Online Component: 
 Assignment Wk 2: Instructions on Canvas 


              All students: the AAA ethics statement: review and understand concepts. 
     


_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
WEEK 3:  Ethical Challenges:  Anthropology and Wars 
     


9/5 – Labor Day – No Class 
 
 


9/7 – Wed:  Human Terrain Project 
Read for Wed (2 items): 
“Army Enlists Anthropology in War Zones” by 
David Rohde, The New York Times, 10-5-2007.  
And        
“Anthropologists or ‘technicians of power’?” by 
Gonzalez, Roberto (2009) Practicing Anthropology 31(1): 
34-37 
 


 
Online Component: 
 Assignment Wk 3 – SUBMIT. DUE 9/11/2022 by midnight.   
Instructions on Canvas  
(Option I: Proposal/Set-up of project. Option II: Paper Proposal) 


  
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
WEEK 4:  The Meanings of “Development” in the Global South and beyond 


 
9/12 - Mon:  Anthropology & Development – key issues 
Read for Mon:
“Anthropology and the development encounter: the making and marketing of 
development anthropology” by Arturo Escobar, American Ethnologist, 1991, 18(4):658-
682. 
 


 
9/14 – Wed:  Development & Gender  
 Film screening: “Daughters of the Golden Bengal” 


Read for Wed: 
“Vernacularization on the Ground: Local Uses of Global Women’s 
Rights in Peru, China, India and the United States.” Peggy Levitt 
and Sally Merry. Global Networks 9(4): 441–461, 2009 
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Online Component: 
 Assignment Wk 4: Instructions on Canvas 
(Option I: proceed with project; Option II: proceed with locating articles, reading and 
annotating)                                                                                                                     
   


_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
WEEK 5:   Medical Anthropology 
 


9/19 - Mon:  What does it mean to be “critical”? 
Read for Mon:  
“Three propositions for a critically applied medical 
anthropology” by Nancy Scheper-Hughes, Social Science & 
Medicine, 30(2):189-197 
 
 
9/21 – Wed: No Class – (Harvard University Presentation)  
 Fieldwork Project Work (or Research Paper) 
 start reviewing for Exam 1 
 
Online Component: 
 Assignment Wk 5: Instructions on Canvas 
(Option I: proceed with project; Option II: proceed with readings and annotating texts) 
 


_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
WEEK 6:  Medical Anthropology (part 2) & Fieldwork Project Workshop  


 
9/26 - Mon:  GUEST PRESENTATION  
 


Abigail Shepherd, MA, PhD Student  
UCF, Department of Anthropology 
Research Case Study: “Applying Medical Anthropology in Substance Use Research” 


 
 
Extra Credit Event (3 points!): Sept. 27, 2022 (time & location TBA) 
Dr. Thurka Sangaramoorthy, PhD, MPH  – medical anthropologist  
https://www.thurkasangaramoorthy.com/ 
Assignment: a brief write-up of the event (instructions given in class) 
 


 


9/28 – Wed: Fieldwork Project Workshop  
 (both Option I and II will be discussed) 


Read for Wed: none, but please prepare any questions or concerns about your projects  
and we’ll discuss and help you. 
 
 
Online Component: 
 Assignment Wk 6: – SUBMIT this only for Option II. DUE: 10-2-22 by midnight. 
Instructions on Canvas 
(Option II: Submit annotated bibliographies for 4 texts - required to move forward.) 


 


 


Double Attendance Credit 



https://www.thurkasangaramoorthy.com/
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_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
WEEK 7:   Exam 1 week.  


 
10/3 - Mon:  Review for Exam  


 
10/5 – Wed:  EXAM 1 


 
Online Component: 
 Assignment Wk 7: Instructions on Canvas 
(Option I: proceed with project. Option II: proceed with analysis of 4 texts) 


 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
WEEK 8:  Environmental Sustainability, Environmental Justice  
 


10/10 - Mon:  Environmental Sustainability 
Read for Mon:  
 


“Whose Sustainability? An Analysis of a Community 
Farming Program's Food Justice and Environmental 
Sustainability Agenda” Sarah Grace Davenport and 
Joanna Mishtal, Culture, Agriculture, Food and Environment 41(1): 56-65, 2019. 
 
 
10/12 – Wed:  GUEST PRESENTATION  
 


Sarah Davenport, MA, PhD Candidate 
Brown University, Department of Anthropology 
Research Case Study: “Environmental Sustainability, Justice, and Food Sovereignty” 
Read for Wed: none 
 
 
Online Component: 
 Assignment Wk 8: Instructions on Canvas 
(Option I: proceed with project; nothing to submit.  
For Option II: create paper outline & SUBMIT - required to move forward) 
 


_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
WEEK 9:  Case Study (Book): The Land of Open Graves: Living and  


    Dying on the Migrant Trail by Jason De Leon and Michael Wells.   
          Part 1: This Hard Land 


 
 
10/17 - Mon:  Intro. & Ch. 1 (Prevention through Deterrence) 
Read for Mon:  Book pages 1 -37  
 


 


Double Attendance Credit 


 Short Quiz 2 


 Short Quiz 1 
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10/19 –Wed:  Chapters 2 & 3 (Dangerous Ground; 
Necroviolence) 
Read for Wed:  Book pages 38 - 86 
 
 
Online Component: 
 Assignment Wk 9: Instructions on Canvas 
(Option I: proceed with project. Option II: proceed with writing) 
 


_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
WEEK 10:  Case Study (Book): The Land of Open Graves: Living and Dying on the Migrant  


       Trail by Jason De Leon and Michael Wells.   
 Part 2: El Camino 


 
10/24 - Mon:  Chapters 4 & 5 (Memo & Lucho; Deported)  
Read for Mon:  Book pages 87 – 144  


 
 
10/26 – Wed:  Chapters 6 & 7 (Technological Warfare; The Crossing) 
Read for Wed:  Book pages: 145 - 202  
 
 
Online Component: 
 Assignment Wk 10: Instructions on Canvas 
(Option I: proceed with project; Option II: proceed with writing) 
 


_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
WEEK 11:   Case Study (Book): The Land of Open Graves: Living and Dying on the  


       Migrant Trail by Jason De Leon and Michael Wells.   
 Part 3: Perilous Terrain 


 
10/31 - Mon:  Chapters 8 & 9 (Exposure; You Can’t Leave)  
Read for Mon:  
Book: Read pages: 203 – 237  
 


 
11/2 – Wed:  Chapters 10, 11, &12 (Maricela; We Will Wait; Epilogue) 
Read for Mon:   
Book pages: 238 – 287 (finish)  


 
Online Component: 
 Assignment Wk 11: Instructions on Canvas 
(Option I: proceed with project; Option II: proceed with writing) 
  


_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
WEEK 12:  Migrants and the Uninsured in the US Healthcare System 
 
 
 


 Short Quiz 4  


 Short Quiz 3 


 Short Quiz 5 


 Short Quiz 6  
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11/7 - Mon: Migrants, Vulnerability, and “Deservingness” 
Read for Mon:  
“Migration, “illegality,” and health: Mapping embodied vulnerability and debating health-
related deservingness.” Social Science & Medicine 74:805-811, 2012. 
 


 
11/9 – Wed:  GUEST PRESENTATION  
 


Jacqueline Devaney, MA Candidate  
UCF, Department of Anthropology 
Research Case Study:  
“Patients’ Chronic Illness Experiences Within a Safety-Net Clinic” 
 


 
Online Component: 
 DUE:  Book Response Paper Due on 11/13/22 by midnight (can submit early) 
 Assignment Wk 12: Instructions on Canvas 
(Option I: proceed with project; Option II: proceed with writing)       


_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
WEEK 13:  Public Anthropology - Current and Future Trends  
 


11/14 – ONLINE WORK (No in-person class meeting) – Zoom Hour Q&A  
Writing up your Fieldwork Projects & Papers 


 
 
11/16 – Wed:  Public Anthropology – Looking Ahead  
Read: none 
 
Online Component: 
 Assignment Wk 13: Instructions on Canvas 
(Option I: proceed with project or writing; Option II: proceed with writing;) 


_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
WEEK 14:  Fieldwork Project / Research Paper Wrap-Up 
 


11/21 - Mon:  Fieldwork Projects Discussion Day 
Read for Mon: None 


 
11/23 – Wed: “Thanksgiving Wednesday” – UCF classes not held 
Read for Wed: None  
But please continue to advance your Projects. 


 
 
Online Component:  
 Assignment Wk 14:  No Assignment - Thanksgiving 


_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
WEEK 15:  Exam 2 week                  


 
11/28- Mon:  Review for Exam  


 
11/30 – Wed: EXAM 2 (in last class) 
 


Double Attendance Credit 
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Online Component:  
 Assignment Wk 15: Instructions on Canvas 
(Option I: finish writing; Option II: finish writing. Use the UCF Writing Center to 
review your papers) 


_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
WEEK 16:  Final Project Papers  
 


12/5 – Monday:  Final Fieldwork Report OR Research Paper - Due 12/5/2022 by 
midnight via Canvas (can submit early) 


 
 


~~~~~~~ End of class schedule. Have a nice winter break!! ~~~~~~~ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 
 


&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&& 
UCF Core Syllabus Statements: 
Academic Integrity:  Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of Conduct at 
http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/process/roc. According to Section 1, “Academic Misconduct,” students are 
prohibited from engaging in: (1) unauthorized assistance: using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, 
information or study aids in any academic exercise unless specifically authorized by the instructor of record. 
The unauthorized possession of examination or course-related material also constitutes cheating. (2) 
Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral means: The presentation of material 
which has not been studied or learned, but rather was obtained through someone else’s efforts and used as 
part of an examination, course assignment, or project. (3) Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of 
course material to another person, student, and/or uploading course material to a third-party vendor without 
authorization or without the express written permission of the university and the instructor. Course materials 
include but are not limited to: class notes, Instructor’s PowerPoints, course syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, 
instruction sheets, homework, study guides, handouts, etc. (4) Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own 
academic work. (5) Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the source, 
thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s own. (6) Multiple Submissions: 
Submitting the same academic work for credit more than once without the express written permission of the 
instructor. (7) Helping another violate academic behavior standards. For more information about Academic 
Integrity, consult the International Center for Academic Integrity http://academicintegrity.org 
For more information about plagiarism and misuse of sources, see “Defining and Avoiding Plagiarism: The 
national WPA Statement on Best Practices” http://wpacouncil.org/node/9 
 
Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating: Students should familiarize themselves with the 
procedures for academic misconduct in UCF’s student handbook, The Golden Rule 
<http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/docs/goldenrule.pdf>. UCF faculty have a responsibility for students’ 
education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to prevent unethical behavior, and when necessary 
respond to academic misconduct. Penalties can include a failing grade in an assignment or in the course, 
suspension or expulsion from the university, and/or a “Z Designation” on a student’s official transcript 



http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/process/roc

http://academicintegrity.org/

http://wpacouncil.org/node/9

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/docs/goldenrule.pdf
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indicating academic dishonesty, where the final grade for this course will be preceded by the letter Z. For 
more information about the Z Designation, see http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade   
 
Course Accessibility Statement:  UCF is committed to providing access and inclusion for all persons with 
disabilities. Students with disabilities who need access to course content due to course design limitations 
should contact the professor as soon as possible. Students should also connect with Student Accessibility 
Services (SAS) http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/ (Ferrell Commons 185, sas@ucf.edu, phone 407-823-2371). For 
students connected with SAS, a Course Accessibility Letter may be created and sent to professors, which 
informs faculty of potential course access and accommodations that might be necessary and reasonable. 
Determining reasonable access and accommodations requires consideration of the course design, course 
learning objectives and individual academic and course barriers experienced by the student. Further 
conversation with SAS, faculty and the student may be needed to ensure an accessible course experience. 
If due to COVID-19 accommodations need to be added or adjusted should this course shift from an on-
campus to a remote format, students with disabilities should speak with their instructor and should contact 
sas@ucf.edu to discuss specific accommodations for this or other courses. 
 
In Case of Faculty Illness: 
If the instructor falls ill during the semester, there may be changes to this course, including having a backup 
instructor take over the course. Please look for announcements or mail in Webcourses@UCF or Knights 
email for any alterations to this course. 


In-Class Recording 
You may record a class lecture for your own personal educational use. A class lecture is defined as a 
formal or methodical oral presentation as part of a course intended to present information or teach 
students about a particular subject. Recording classroom activities other than lectures, including but 
not limited to class discussion (except when incidental to and incorporated within a lecture), test or 
examination administrations, and private conversations, is prohibited. Recordings may not be used as 
a substitute for class participation and class attendance, and may not be published or shared without 
the written consent of the faculty member. Failure to adhere to these requirements may constitute a 
violation of the UCF’s Student Code of Conduct as described in The Golden Rule. 
 
Campus Safety Statement:  Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise during class, everyone 
needs to work together. Students should be aware of their surroundings and familiar with some basic safety 
and security concepts. 
In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance. Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure 
guide posted on a wall near the door. Students should note the guide’s physical location and review the online 
version http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html. Students should know the evacuation routes from 
each of their classrooms and have a plan for finding safety in an emergency. 
If there is a medical emergency during class, students may need to access a first-aid kit or AED (Automated 
External Defibrillator). To learn where those are located, see http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/AEDlocations-UCF 
(click on link from menu on left). 
To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text alerts by going to 
https://my.ucf.edu and logging in. Click on “Student Self Service” located on the left side in the toolbar, 
scroll down to the blue “Personal Information” heading on the Student Center screen, click on “UCF Alert,” 
fill out the information, including e-mail address, cell phone number, and cell phone provider, click “Apply” 
to save the changes, and then click “OK.” Students with special needs related to emergency situations should 
speak with their instructors outside of class. To learn about how to manage an active-shooter situation on 
campus or elsewhere, please view this video https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk 
 
Deployed Active Duty Military Students: Students who are deployed active duty military and/or National 
Guard personnel and need accommodation should contact their instructors as soon as possible after the 
semester begins and/or after they receive notification of deployment to make arrangements. 
 



http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade

http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

mailto:sas@ucf.edu

http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html

http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/AEDlocations-UCF

https://my.ucf.edu/

https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk
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Make-Up Assignments for Authorized University Events or Co-curricular Activities:  Students who 
represent the university in an authorized event or activity (for example, student-athletes) and who are unable 
to meet a course deadline due to a conflict with that event must provide the instructor with documentation in 
advance to arrange a make-up. No penalty will be applied. See the UCF policy at 
http://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-401.2MakeUpAssignmentsorAuthUnivEventsorCocurricularActivities.pdf 
 
Evidence-Based Teaching & Learning: Fundamental to University of Central Florida’s mission is support 
for an environment where divergent ideas, theories, and philosophies can be openly exchanged and critically 
evaluated. Consistent with these principles, this course may involve discussion of ideas that you find 
uncomfortable, disagreeable, or even offensive. These ideas are intended to be presented in an objective 
manner and not as an endorsement of what you should personally believe. Objective means that the idea 
presented can be tested by critical peer review and rigorous debate, and that the idea is supported by credible 
research. Not all ideas can be supported by objective methods or criteria. Regardless, you may decide that 
certain ideas are worthy of your personal belief. In this course, however, you may be asked to engage with 
complex ideas and to demonstrate an understanding of the ideas. Understanding an idea does not mean that 
you are required to believe it or agree with it. 
 
Religious Observances:  Students must notify their instructor in advance if they intend to miss class for a 
religious observance. For more information, see the UCF policy at: 
http://regulations.ucf.edu/chapter5/documents/5.020ReligiousObservancesFINALJan19.pdf  
 
 
 



https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-401.2MakeUpAssignmentsorAuthUnivEventsorCocurricularActivities.pdf

http://regulations.ucf.edu/chapter5/documents/5.020ReligiousObservancesFINALJan19.pdf



		Welcome to:

		2) Exam 2 (20 points):

		5 & 6) Public Anthropology Project (total 40 points):

		Proposal/Set-up of project (10 points) + Final Fieldwork Project Report (30 points)

		OPTION I:  Fieldwork Project & Report (encouraged and preferred!)





		“Anthropology and the development encounter: the making and marketing of development anthropology” by Arturo Escobar, American Ethnologist, 1991, 18(4):658-682.

		12/5 – Monday:  Final Fieldwork Report OR Research Paper - Due 12/5/2022 by midnight via Canvas (can submit early)
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Welcome to: 
 


Global Health in  
Anthropological 


Perspective 
 


ANT 4480 M - Fall 2021 
 
Mondays & Wednesdays: 2:30 – 3:20 pm, & Online Component: to be completed between Thur. and Sun. 
(unless stated otherwise)    
Location: Business Administration Building #1 (BA1), in room 122 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Professor:  Joanna Mishtal, Ph.D.  


      Professor of Cultural & Medical Anthropology  
 Co-Founder: Medical Anthropology Minor 
 Founder: Anthropology of Global Health Certificate  
 https://sciences.ucf.edu/anthropology/people/mishtal-joanna/  
 https://joannamishtal.com/  


Office Hours: Wed. 3:40 – 5 pm via Zoom & by appointment if necessary in HPH 409Q 
E-mail:  jmishtal@ucf.edu (this email preferred; please don’t email in webcourses)  
My COVID-19 Status: I am fully vaccinated! to protect myself and you.  
Please vaccinate and mask up! 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Course Description: 


“Global health concerns require more than medical intervention.” In addition to medicine and  
research, “to make a difference to the lives of the 2 billion poorest people in next decade, [t]he  
skills in demand are management, cultural understanding and an anthropological viewpoint.” 


-- “The Global Challenge,” Nature 447:348-349 (2007) 
 
This course explores global health issues from an anthropological and cross-cultural perspective with a focus 
on the relationship between local experiences of health, global health governance, and the question of health 
as a justice issue.  Therefore, the course examines how diverse experiences related to health and wellness are 
situated in multiple moral and political economies.  Specifically, it considers the intended and unintended 
effects of global forces and phenomena including globalization, medical travel, the politics of humanitarian 
aid, global issues in reproduction and sexuality, water security, globalization of fast food, as well as racial, 
ethnic, gender, and class politics and stratification related to health.  Some of the global health problems we’ll 
consider are emergent “superbugs” and other infectious diseases, including COVID-19, type 2 diabetes, 
mental health, refugee and migrant health, and malnutrition.  This course also examines health interventions 
and contributions of anthropological insights in these settings, focusing especially on case studies from Latin 
America, Africa, and the US.   
 Credit:  This class counts toward these programs and requirements (or prereq):  
     Global Health Certificate (http://ucf.catalog.acalog.com/preview_program.php?catoid=14&poid=6390)     
     Medical Anthropology Minor (http://ucf.catalog.acalog.com/preview_program.php?catoid=14&poid=6587)  
     Diversity GEP Credit  
  
Learning Outcomes: 
Upon completion of the course, the students will understand:  



https://sciences.ucf.edu/anthropology/people/mishtal-joanna/

https://joannamishtal.com/

mailto:jmishtal@ucf.edu

http://ucf.catalog.acalog.com/preview_program.php?catoid=14&poid=6390

http://ucf.catalog.acalog.com/preview_program.php?catoid=14&poid=6587





 2 


• primary and emerging global health concerns and interventions 
• diversity of health experiences based on race, ethnicity, gender, class and other forms of stratification 
• global health governance in the cultural, historical, and political-economic contexts   
• the application of cultural concepts to contemporary global health dilemmas 


_____________________________________________________________________________________
Course Materials (required): 
1. Book:  
Peter Piot. (2013) No Time To Lose: A Life in Pursuit of Deadly Viruses. New York: Norton Press. 


[on Amazon for about $5] 
 


2. Articles (provided):  
Several articles are also required and will be available to students electronically via our Canvas (Webcourses) 
website. All assigned articles are listed in the class schedule, which also specifies when students are expected 
to read them.  
 
3. Films/videos (provided): 
Students are required to see all films/videos shown in class and stay alert for the duration of the showing; 
these will be on exams. During films, students cannot use computers because of the glare.  
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Office Hours 
Office hours will be via Zoom. The Zoom link will be available on Canvas. Please let me know if you plan to 
see me to minimize having to wait in the virtual “waiting room” line.  
If you have any technical issues, please contact Webcourses@UCF Support: 
https://cdl.ucf.edu/support/webcourses. 
 
Expectations:  
I hope that you will want to attend this class and enjoy the material.  
Students are expected to attend lectures and films, complete assignments, observe deadlines, and take notes 
on lectures, films, class discussions, and the assigned readings. Students are expected to read all of the 
material assigned for each class and be prepared to discuss it. If you attend classes, take thorough notes, and 
do the readings seriously, you should do well in this course.  
 
Respectful Behavior: Students are expected to have a respectful demeanor in all class discussions and 
interactions with other students, professor, and the GTA. This class is an academic safe space, which means 
that while scientific ideas may be expressed, it is expected that scientific evidence supports your arguments, 
and that discussion is held appropriately and respectfully. Appropriate and respectful discussion means that no disparaging, 
insulting words, slurs, or attacks (any hate speech) may to be directed at other individuals (or to oneself). Any such behavior will 
result in ejection from the class and further academic conduct consequences. The value, equality, and respectful treatment 
of each other are embraced in and fundamental to anthropology and UCF. Any inappropriate behavior will be 
reflected in the final grade and may be reported to the student conduct office. 
 
Punctuality for Lectures: coming late to class is distracting to me and to the students. Please make every effort 
to be on time. Tardiness will be noted and marked on students’ attendance records. 
 
No make-ups of assignments: make-ups will not be permitted unless it is for university-sponsored events, 
documented illness, religious observances, or legal obligations (such as jury duty) and with documentation. 
 
Electronics: You can use a computer/tablet in class only for taking notes, but you cannot use them for other 
purposes such as: calls, texting, emailing, and browsing the internet. Please keep your phones silenced in class, 
as per UCF policy, and in your pocket or bag for the duration of the class.  



https://cdl.ucf.edu/support/webcourses
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Knights Email Communication: Given that there will be important email communications between the 
professor, the GTA, and the class, students are responsible for checking their “knights.edu” email.   
 
Academic Activity Record: UCF requires that all students complete the Academic Activity Record task in our 
course on Canvas during the first week.  This is necessary for receiving financial aid without delay.  
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Examinations and Grading Policy:  
 
Descriptions of exams, online work, and papers: 
1.  Examination #1: 25 points                                                                                                                                                                         
The exam consists of 25 questions (multiple choice, true/false, fill-in-the-blank). The exam covers concepts 
from all texts, videos, lectures (including any guest lectures) that were covered since the start of the semester.  
Please bring a brown scantron and #2 pencils to the exam. 
 
2.  Examination #2: 25 points 
The second exam will consist of 25 questions (multiple choice, true/false, fill-in-the-blank). This exam covers 
primarily the material since the first exam, with a few questions covering the material from the first exam.  
Please bring a brown scantron and #2 pencils to the exam.   
 
3.  Assignments online (scaffolds) to build the Research Paper: 20 points 
Students in this class will have the opportunity to research and write a paper about a global health topic of 
their choosing. Four Online Assignments at 5 points each are designed as a step-by-step process known as 
“scaffolding” to develop and write a great research paper. The 4 assignments are: (1) topic choice, (2) 
preliminary references, (3) annotations, and (4) rough paper outline. Due dates for components of the paper are 
on Canvas and in the schedule below.  
 
4. Research Paper (30 points) 
Your global health research paper is an excellent opportunity to research and write a paper about a global 
health topic, disease, challenge, success story, etc., that interests you. Students will analyze in their papers 
some of the aspects of health experiences we will discuss in class, including how health and wellbeing are 
experienced differently in different contexts and based on such lines of division as race, ethnicity, class, 
gender, sexual orientation, and so on. Students can write a comparative analysis or focus in-depth on one 
cultural and geopolitical context, or on a specific global health issue. Regardless of your topic choice, I hope 
these research papers will be fun for you!  
The papers will be 2800-3000 words (5-6 pages) in length, plus bibliography. Papers will be based on a close 
reading of minimum 3 research articles or research book chapters that go together. In-depth analysis of fewer 
references is better than superficial review of too many references. You will receive a rubric for this paper. 
Topic: choose any topic relevant to global health. I will give you a long list of topic ideas which will help you 
think about possibilities, and you’ll also be taught how to search for ideas in key journals during our Research 
Paper Workshops. To have fun with this project, it is most important to choose a topic based on your own 
interest and on information available. 
 
 Lateness with Online Assignments toward the Research Paper: assignments are due when they are 


due.  If truly extraordinary circumstances make it impossible for you to meet a deadline, please contact 
me beforehand.  Otherwise, assignments submitted late will be graded down or receive zero points, in 
fairness to students who have met the deadline.  
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The Grade Scale: 
94 – 100 = A 
90 – 93 = A-  
87 – 89 = B+ 
84 – 86 = B   
80 – 83 = B-  
77 – 79 = C+  
74 – 76 = C  
70 – 73 = C- 
67 – 69 = D+  
64 – 66 = D 
60 – 63 = D- 
0 – 59 = F 


Summary of points: 
 
1.) Exam #1: 25 points 
2.) Exam #2: 25 points 
3.) 4 Assignments (scaffolds) for Research Paper: 20 points 
4.) Research Paper: 30 points 
5.) Attendance, class participation, and computer or phone 
abuse will be used in borderline cases 
_________________________________________ 
Total: 100 points (100%) 
 


 Punctuality for testing: is expected for all exams. After the first student who completed the test left 
the room, the test is “DEAD” and students who arrive late will not be permitted to take the exam. 
Students who miss the exam in this way will receive a zero for that exam. 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&& 


 


Weekly Schedule 
 
 
WEEK 1:  Week’s Topics:  Syllabus and Overview of Class. 
 


Mon, 8/23:  First class – introduction of the course and overview of the syllabus. 
 


Wed, 8/25: Defining Global Health and its Challenges 
Read for Wed:  
“Towards a common definition of global health” by Jeffrey P 
Koplan, T Christopher Bond, Michael H Merson, K Srinath 
Reddy, Mario Henry Rodriguez, Nelson K Sewankambo, Judith 
N Wasserheit. The Lancet 2009; 373: pages 1993–1995. 


 
 


Browse relevant websites:  
 World Health Organization – Global Health Observatory 


https://www.who.int/data/gho 
 Center for Global Health – Center for Disease Control and 


Prevention https://www.cdc.gov/globalhealth/index.html  
 Society for Medical Anthropology  


http://www.medanthro.net/about/about-medical-anthropology/  
 


Online Component: none 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 



https://www.who.int/data/gho

https://www.cdc.gov/globalhealth/index.html

http://www.medanthro.net/about/about-medical-anthropology/
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WEEK 2:  Week’s Topics:  Environment, Disease, and Culture - Complex Interactions 
 


Mon, 8/30: Environmental events and health impact, part I  
Read for Mon: (first half of this chapter) 
“Environmental Disruption, Pluralea Interactions, and 
Infectious Diseases” by Merrill Singer. In: Anthropology of 
Infectious Diseases. 2015.  
Pp: 125-139 (stop before “Air Pollution” section) 


 
 


Wed, 9/1:  Environmental events and health impact, part II  
Read for Wed: (second half of this chapter) 
“Environmental Disruption, Pluralea Interactions, and Infectious Diseases” by 
Merrill Singer. In: Anthropology of Infectious Diseases. 2015.  
Pp: 139-155 (start reading from “Air Pollution and Lung Infection”) 
 
 


Online Component: 
 Assignment Wk 2: Instructions on Canvas  
(*Submit 1st of 4 online assignments:  preliminary paper topic ideas. DUE 9/5/2021 by  
midnight) 
 


______________________________________________________________________________ 
WEEK 3:  Week’s Topics:  Research Paper Preparation 
 


Mon, 9/6:  Labor Day – No Class 
 
Wed, 9/8: Research Paper Workshop I 
Please bring questions about your research papers to class.    
 


 
Online Component: 
 Assignment Wk 3: Instructions on Canvas (proceed with search for articles) 


 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
WEEK 4:  Week’s Topics: Water Security, Health, and Rights 
 


Mon, 9/13: Mental health & water in Bolivia 
Read for Mon: 
“Water, Worry, and Doña Paloma: Why Water 
Security is Fundamental to Global Health” by Amber 
Wutich, Alexandra Brewis, Jose B. Rosales Chavez, 
and Charu L. Jaiswal. In: Global Mental Health. 2015. 
Pp. 57-71.  


 
Wed, 9/15:  Water security and insecurity 


 Film screening/discussion: “The Water of Ayole” 30 min, 1998  







 6 


Read for Wed: None 
 


 
Online Component: 
 Assignment Wk 4: Instructions on Canvas (proceed with search for articles) 


___________________________________________________________________________ 
WEEK 5:  Superbugs - Emerging & Reemergent Infectious Diseases. 
    


Mon, 9/20: Chasing viruses and the detective work of  
research  
Read for Mon: 
Book: No Time to Lose – Read pages ix - 41  
 
 
Wed, 9/22:   
Read for Wed: Ebola 
Book: No Time to Lose – Read pages 43-83  
 


Online Component: 
 Assignment Wk 5: Instructions on Canvas (proceed with search for articles) 


 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
WEEK 6: Week’s Topics: Superbugs - Emerging & Reemergent Infectious Diseases,  


cont. 
 


Mon, 9/27: Infection & sex  
 Film screening/discussion about infectious diseases & epidemics  


Read for Mon:  
Book: No Time to Lose – Read pages 87 - 132 


 
 


Wed, 9/29: HIV/AIDS 
Read for Wed:  


      Book: No Time to Lose – Read pages 133-165 
 
Online Component: 
 Assignment Wk 6: Instructions on Canvas 
(*Submit 2nd of 4 online assignments: preliminary list of proposed articles/references –  
DUE 10/3/2021 by midnight) 
 


___________________________________________________________________________ 
WEEK 7:   Week’s Topic: Superbugs - Emerging & Reemergent Infectious Diseases,  


  finish. 
 


Mon, 10/4:  An epidemic unfolds 
Read for Mon:  
Book: No Time to Lose – Read pages 166 – 189 
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Wed, 10/6:  The politics of epidemics 


         Read for Wed:  
       Book: No Time to Lose – Read pages 335-376  


(*Note: yes, we’re skipping some chapters, but feel free to 
read them for your own pleasure)  


 
Online Component: 
 Assignment Wk 7: Instructions on Canvas 
(read and annotate) 


___________________________________________________________________________ 
WEEK 8:  Week’s Topic: Lessons from Ebola for COVID-19: Future Solutions  
 


Mon, 10/11:   
Read for Mon: 
“Diary – Ebola” by Paul Farmer. London Review of Books.  
Oct. 23, 2014. Pp. 1-9. 
 
 
Wed, 10/13:    
Read for Wed (2 items): 
a.) “Coronavirus Crisis: The Dread Of Responsibility — Paul Farmer On The 
Pandemic And Poor Countries” NPR interview, March 24, 2020 
b.) “Systemic racism, chronic health inequalities, and COVID-19: A syndemic in the 
making?” Clarence C. Gravlee. 2020. American Journal of Human Biology 32(5):e23482, 
pp. 1-8. 
 


 
Online Component: 
 Assignment Wk 8: Instructions on Canvas 
(*Submit 3rd of 4 online assignments:  annotated bibliography. DUE 10/17/2021 by 
midnight) 
 


___________________________________________________________________________ 
WEEK 9:  Exam #1 Week  


 
Mon, 10/18:  Review for Exam #1 


 
Wed, 10/20:  EXAM #1 


 
Online Component:    
 Assignment Wk 9: none 


 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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WEEK 10:  Week’s Topic:  Food – Consumption, Diabetes, & Global Health 
    


 
Mon, 10/25: “Fun to Eat Foods” and Disease Production:  
Diabetes and African American population  
Read for Mon: 
“Manufacturing Disease: Unhealthy Products Become 
Ubiquitous” by Nicholas Freudenberg. In: Lethal but Legal: 
Corporations, Consumption, and Protecting Public Health. 
2014. Pp. 3-36. 
 


 
Wed, 10/27:  Case Study: China 
Read for Wed: 
None 
 


Optional (recommended) text: Stuffed and Starved: The Hidden Battle for the World 
Food System “Introduction” by Raj Patel. 2012.   


 
 


Online Component:    
 Assignment Wk 10:  Instructions on Canvas 
(*Submit 4th of 4 online assignments: a rough outline of your research paper ideas. DUE 
10/31/2021 by midnight) 
 


___________________________________________________________________________ 
WEEK 11:  Week’s Topic:  Global Pharmaceuticals 
 


Mon, 11/1: Pharma business and science  
Read for Mon:  
“Markets and Molecules: A Pharmaceutical Primer 
from the South” by Dwaipayan Banerjee. Medical 
Anthropology 2017, 36: 363-380. 
 
 
Wed, 11/3: Global Pharmaceuticals, cont.  
Read for Wed: None. 


 
Online Component: 
 Assignment Wk 11: Instructions on Canvas 
(Proceed with writing) 
 


___________________________________________________________________________ 
WEEK 12:   Week’s Topic:  Global Reproductive & Sexual Health Issues  
  


Mon, 11/8:  Fertility control, reproductive autonomy, and 
global health challenges 







 9 


Read for Mon: none 
 
 


Wed, 11/10:  Reproductive and sexual health as human rights 
Read for Wed:  
“Where Human Rights Begin” – Introduction by W. Chavkin and E. Chesler. 2005. 
Rutgers University Press. Pp. 1-34 


 
 


Online Component: 
 Assignment Wk 12: Instructions on Canvas 
(Proceed with writing) 


___________________________________________________________________________ 
WEEK 13:  Week’s Topic:  Migrant Health. Future Directions in Global Health.  


 
Mon, 11/15:  
Read for Mon: 
“Deservingness: migration and health in social 
context” SM Holmes, E Castañeda, J. Geeraert, H. 
Castaneda, U. Probst , N. Zeldes, S. Willen, Y. 
Dibba, R. Frankfurter, A Kveim Lie, J. Fredrik 
Askjer H. Fjeld. BMJ Global Health 6:1-5. 


 
 
Wed, 11/17: Future Directions in Global Health  
Read for Wed:  
“Planetary healthy publics after COVID-19” 2021. S. Hinchliffe, L. Manderson,  
M. Moore. Lancet Planet Health 5(4): e230–e236. 
 
 


Online Component: 
 Assignment Wk 13: Instructions on Canvas (Proceed with writing) 


___________________________________________________________________________ 
WEEK 14:  Week’s Topic:   


 
Mon, 11/22: Research Paper Workshop II 
Read for Mon: none  


  
 


Wed, 11/24:. “Thanksgiving Wednesday” – UCF Classes not held 
Read for Wed: None  
But please continue to advance your research paper. 


 
Online Component: 
 Assignment Wk 14: Instructions on Canvas 
(Proceed with writing and final editing) 
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___________________________________________________________________________ 
WEEK 15:  Exam #2 week. 
 


Mon, 11/29:  Review for Exam #2 
 


Wed, 12/1:  EXAM #2 
 


Online Component: 
 Assignment Wk 15: None. 
(Finish editing.  Try to bring your papers to the UCF Writing Center for review) 


___________________________________________________________________________ 
WEEK 16:   FINAL RESEARCH PAPERS  
 


 RESEARCH PAPERS DUE: Sunday, Dec. 6th, 2021 by midnight via Canvas  
(can submit early)  
  
 


~~~~~~~ End of Class Schedule ~~~~~~~ 
 


 
&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&& 
UCF Core Syllabus Statements: 
Academic Integrity:  Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of Conduct at 
http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/process/roc. According to Section 1, “Academic Misconduct,” students are 
prohibited from engaging in: (1) unauthorized assistance: using or attempting to use unauthorized 
materials, information or study aids in any academic exercise unless specifically authorized by the 
instructor of record. The unauthorized possession of examination or course-related material also 
constitutes cheating. (2) Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral means: The 
presentation of material which has not been studied or learned, but rather was obtained through someone 
else’s efforts and used as part of an examination, course assignment, or project. (3) Commercial Use of 
Academic Material: Selling of course material to another person, student, and/or uploading course 
material to a third-party vendor without authorization or without the express written permission of the 
university and the instructor. Course materials include but are not limited to: class notes, Instructor’s 
PowerPoints, course syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, instruction sheets, homework, study guides, handouts, etc. 
(4) Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work. (5) Plagiarism: Using or appropriating 
another’s work without any indication of the source, thereby attempting to convey the impression that 
such work is the student’s own. (6) Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit 
more than once without the express written permission of the instructor. (7) Helping another violate 
academic behavior standards. For more information about Academic Integrity, consult the International 
Center for Academic Integrity http://academicintegrity.org 
For more information about plagiarism and misuse of sources, see “Defining and Avoiding Plagiarism: 
The national WPA Statement on Best Practices” http://wpacouncil.org/node/9 
 
Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating: Students should familiarize themselves with 
the procedures for academic misconduct in UCF’s student handbook, The Golden Rule 
<http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/docs/goldenrule.pdf>. UCF faculty have a responsibility for students’ 
education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to prevent unethical behavior, and when necessary 
respond to academic misconduct. Penalties can include a failing grade in an assignment or in the course, 
suspension or expulsion from the university, and/or a “Z Designation” on a student’s official transcript 



http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/process/roc

http://academicintegrity.org/

http://wpacouncil.org/node/9

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/docs/goldenrule.pdf
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indicating academic dishonesty, where the final grade for this course will be preceded by the letter Z. For 
more information about the Z Designation, see http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade   
 
Course Accessibility Statement:  UCF is committed to providing access and inclusion for all persons 
with disabilities. Students with disabilities who need access to course content due to course design 
limitations should contact the professor as soon as possible. Students should also connect with Student 
Accessibility Services (SAS) http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/ (Ferrell Commons 185, sas@ucf.edu, phone 407-
823-2371). For students connected with SAS, a Course Accessibility Letter may be created and sent to 
professors, which informs faculty of potential course access and accommodations that might be necessary 
and reasonable. Determining reasonable access and accommodations requires consideration of the course 
design, course learning objectives and individual academic and course barriers experienced by the student. 
Further conversation with SAS, faculty and the student may be needed to ensure an accessible course 
experience. 
If due to COVID-19 accommodations need to be added or adjusted should this course shift from an on-
campus to a remote format, students with disabilities should speak with their instructor and should 
contact sas@ucf.edu to discuss specific accommodations for this or other courses. 
 
In Case of Faculty Illness: 
If the instructor falls ill during the semester, there may be changes to this course, including having a 
backup instructor take over the course. Please look for announcements or mail in Webcourses@UCF or 
Knights email for any alterations to this course. 


In-Class Recording 
You may record a class lecture for your own personal educational use. A class lecture is defined as a 
formal or methodical oral presentation as part of a course intended to present information or teach 
students about a particular subject. Recording classroom activities other than lectures, including but 
not limited to class discussion (except when incidental to and incorporated within a lecture), test or 
examination administrations, and private conversations, is prohibited. Recordings may not be used as 
a substitute for class participation and class attendance, and may not be published or shared without 
the written consent of the faculty member. Failure to adhere to these requirements may constitute a 
violation of the UCF’s Student Code of Conduct as described in The Golden Rule. 
 
Campus Safety Statement:  Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise during class, 
everyone needs to work together. Students should be aware of their surroundings and familiar with some 
basic safety and security concepts. 
In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance. Every UCF classroom contains an emergency 
procedure guide posted on a wall near the door. Students should note the guide’s physical location and 
review the online version http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html. Students should know the 
evacuation routes from each of their classrooms and have a plan for finding safety in an emergency. 
If there is a medical emergency during class, students may need to access a first-aid kit or AED 
(Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those are located, see 
http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/AEDlocations-UCF (click on link from menu on left). 
To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text alerts by going to 
https://my.ucf.edu and logging in. Click on “Student Self Service” located on the left side in the toolbar, 
scroll down to the blue “Personal Information” heading on the Student Center screen, click on “UCF 
Alert,” fill out the information, including e-mail address, cell phone number, and cell phone provider, click 
“Apply” to save the changes, and then click “OK.” Students with special needs related to emergency 
situations should speak with their instructors outside of class. To learn about how to manage an active-
shooter situation on campus or elsewhere, please view this video https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk 
 



http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade

http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

mailto:sas@ucf.edu

http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html

http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/AEDlocations-UCF

https://my.ucf.edu/

https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk
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Deployed Active Duty Military Students: Students who are deployed active duty military and/or 
National Guard personnel and need accommodation should contact their instructors as soon as possible 
after the semester begins and/or after they receive notification of deployment to make arrangements. 
 
Make-Up Assignments for Authorized University Events or Co-curricular Activities:  Students who 
represent the university in an authorized event or activity (for example, student-athletes) and who are 
unable to meet a course deadline due to a conflict with that event must provide the instructor with 
documentation in advance to arrange a make-up. No penalty will be applied. See the UCF policy at 
http://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-401.2MakeUpAssignmentsorAuthUnivEventsorCocurricularActivities.pdf 
 
Religious Observances:  Students must notify their instructor in advance if they intend to miss class for 
a religious observance. For more information, see the UCF policy at: 
http://regulations.ucf.edu/chapter5/documents/5.020ReligiousObservancesFINALJan19.pdf 
&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&& 


 
~~~~~~~ Have a restful winter break! ~~~~~~~ 


 
 



https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-401.2MakeUpAssignmentsorAuthUnivEventsorCocurricularActivities.pdf

http://regulations.ucf.edu/chapter5/documents/5.020ReligiousObservancesFINALJan19.pdf
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