FORENSIC BIOCHEMISTRY I

CHS 3533

Fall 2016
Section:

0001: lecture 
Credits:

2 credits

Scheduled Time:
09:00-10:20 Lecture (Thursdays) 

Location:

BA1 0218: Lecture

Instructor:

Dr. Jack Ballantyne



Tel: 407 823 0641


e-mail: jack.ballantyne@ucf.edu 
Office Hours:

10:30 - 12:00 Thu Partnership I (NCFS) Rm 324, or as scheduled. 



Appointment needed. Please schedule by e-mail. 
Course Description: This course introduces students to the concepts and procedures of contemporary forensic biochemistry.  It forms the foundation for more advanced studies in the area of forensic DNA analysis and population genetics.  Emphasis will be placed upon techniques and procedures that are, or have been, used in operational crime laboratories throughout the United States. 

Prerequisites: 
‘C’ or better in Genetics (PCB 3063) and Immunology (PCB 3233), or equivalent, is required of all students.

Withdrawal 

Deadline: 
October 31 2016
Exams:
Test 1: 
September 29 2016


Test 2:
November 3, 2016
Test 3: December 1, 2016
Faculty members are required to document students' academic activity at the beginning of each course. In order to document that you began this course, attendance will be taken on the first week of class. Failure to be present for the first class may result in a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid.

Text:  Forensic Biology, Second Edition by Richard Li
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Hardcover: 567 pages

Publisher: CRC Press; 2 edition (March 11, 2015)

ISBN-10: 1439889708 
ISBN-13: 978-1439889701
Supplemental Text:
Readings in the field of forensic serology/biochemistry will be provided as needed. Powerpoints will be provided via class website. 
Attendance Policy:
Attendance is required as testable material not covered in the provided pre-lecture Power Points may be presented. 
Grading:
Grades for the lecture class will be based upon 



Test 1



100 points 



Test 2



100 points 



Test 3



100 points 
Article presentation

100 points 



Final Point Score

out of 400 points 


Grading scale (final point score converted to a percentage):

A

91-100


A-

86-90



B+

81-85

B

76-80

B-

71-75

C+

68-70

C

64-67
 

C-

61-63

D

51-60


F

<50

Additional Policies:
Students who are not officially registered in the class will not have exams graded or returned.
Academic Integrity/Plagiarism:

Plagiarism and Cheating of any kind on an examination, quiz, or assignment will lead to an "F" for the entire course and may be subject to appropriate referral to the Office of Student Conduct for further action. See the UCF Golden Rule for further information. I will assume for this course that you will adhere to the academic creed of the University and will maintain the highest standards of academic integrity. In other words, don't cheat by giving answers to others or taking them from anyone else. I will also adhere to the highest standards of academic integrity, so please do not ask me to change (or expect me to change) your grade illegitimately or to bend or break rules for one person that will not apply to everyone.

Academic Calendar:  See http://calendar.ucf.edu/2016/fall
Syllabus

August 25

Course overview




Lecture 1. Forensic Biology Overview
September 1
Group project assignments




Lecture 2. Biological Evidence
September 8
Lecture 3. Identification of Blood 

September 15 
Lecture 4. Identification of Semen

September 22 
Lecture 5. Identification of saliva and other fluids

September 29
Test #1 (lectures 1-5)
October 6
 
Lecture 6. Advanced body fluid identification techniques

October 13
Presentation preparation – work in groups
October 20
Article Powerpoints Due (all groups)
Presentations: groups 1, 2, 3


October 27
Presentations: group 4, 5, 6
November 3 
Test #2 (Lecture 6, articles 1-6)

November 10 
Lecture 7. DNA introduction
November 17 
 Presentations: group 7




Guest speaker: Melissa Kotkin (Illumina)




Topic: Career path in forensic biology

November 24 
Thanksgiving – no class
December 1
Test #3 (lectures 1-7 all articles)
Cumulative with emphasis on new material 

4

