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Equity-oriented Classroom Practices 

Course transformations, course design/redesign, and modification of 
curricular materials in physics have been motivated by a variety of things. In this 
presentation, I will discuss equity-oriented course development. I use equity-
oriented to refer to activities and practices that are aligned with reducing the 
impact of existing injustices in education and tailored to the specific needs of the 
population being served in the classroom. In some cases, pedagogical practices 
designed to advance equity in education have failed due to misalignment with the 
needs of the students. To illustrate this, I will discuss various assessment practices 
that can contribute to equity or exacerbate historical injustices in education when 
implemented in different settings and with different populations.  
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