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             This course is designed to familiarize the student with the basic political processes in the 


United States.  We will be exploring the meaning of democracy and the workings of our 


institutions of government as they were designed and as they exist today.  We will also focus our 


attention on the concept of “power” - what it means, who has it, who doesn’t and what its 


implications are. 


 


Course objectives: 


 


1.  To provide an historical and substantive understanding of the American political 


system. 


2.  To teach students how to separate fact from opinion, how to evaluate opinions (some 


are more valid than others), and how to differentiate between what was, what is, and 


what ought to be. 


3.  To provide assistance in teaching students how not what to think. 


4.  To help students understand the competing interests and 


diversity in our society in order to enable them to participate in a  more aware and                


rational manner in future decision making. 


 


            As members of a global community, this course is designed to assist students to 


become critical thinkers, to respect and understand diversity, and to understand the 


importance of becoming life-long learners. 


 


 


Please Read: 
     My teaching style is not for everyone. If you can’t take notes by hand and listen at the 


same time, if you expect me to just teach “to the test” so you can just memorize “stuff”, get 


through the class with a decent grade and not learn anything, this course is NOT for you. I 


lecture, discuss current events and history, give examples, tell “stories” etc. for examples and 


further explanation on how what you are reading and listening to in class apply to the real 


world. This is a University course - not High School. You are adults and I will treat you as 


such. Learning is understanding!   


 


  E-mail does not mean I am available for “office hours” 24-7! I check at least once a day 


– usually in the morning (except on weekends), so please don’t e-mail me at 11 PM Friday 


and expect a response before Monday. 


 







Please remember this is a short semester, so stay on top of the reading and studying. You will 


understand lecture and discussion much better if the text and the word list reviewed are read in 


advance of class. 


 


    It is essential for you to contact at least two of your classmates for information if you miss a 


class or to share notes. Finding out what you missed is your responsibility! After doing that, 


please feel free to come by and see me if you need further clarification or still have questions. I 


will not email or speak with you individually concerning questions from a missed class if you do 


not contact someone else first. 


 


Please don’t email me about questions you may have that are answered on the syllabus already. 


Please search for the answer yourself first, then contact me if you can’t find the answer. 


 


 I am always available to help you during my office hours or by appointment. 


  


Course Requirements and Grade Composition: 
 


Students will be expected to read all text assignments prior to class and to “keep up” on  current 


events. I do not take attendance on a daily basis, but you are responsible for all class lecture 


material and for any changes made in the syllabus or any thing course related. One of the most 


basic guidelines for success in this course is coming to class every day. I do not post my lectures 


on the web or loan them to you because you missed class- this class is based on face to face 


learning and I teach a university course – not High School, Part II.  


 


I will post your grades on MyUCF . You are responsible for bringing any errors to my attention 


within 5 working days of posting should I make a mistake that harms your grade. I will NOT 


make any adjustments after the deadline! If it is your favor = “Shhhhhh” 


 


As previously stated, if you miss a class, it is up to you to get the class notes from someone (I 


suggest that you exchange names, email addresses, and phone numbers with at least 2 or 3 


classmates during the first day or two).Given the short length of a summer term course, it is 


imperative that you do not miss class unnecessarily! Keeping up with readings, test dates, 


announcements, and ensuring your grades are properly posted is your responsibility.  


 


 


           There will be three objective tests given during the term, each counting 33.3% of your final 


grade. An essay make-up will only be considered if you get in touch with me ( phone, email etc.)  


within 24 hours days of missing a test! There are no exceptions.  


 


  There are also optional extra credit assignments which can add up to three points to your                   


final grade. Term lists will be provide for you to use as study guides, but please understand that 


not all test questions will be based on this list. 


 







I must be fair to all students, so please don’t ask for exceptions to the class rules or                                


requirements. This syllabus is a “contract”, so be sure to read it carefully so that you know what 


to expect from me and what I expect of you. 


 


Text 
 GOVT 4, Henschen and Sidlow 


 


Reading 
 Test #1 - Introduction, Ch. 1-5 (  approximately July 11th or 12


th
 +TBA ) 


 Test #2 - Ch. 6-7, 10 and 8 & 9 ( approximately July 23
rd


 =TBA ) 


 Test #3 - Ch. 11-16 ( 15 and 16 may not be covered given time constraints _ I’ll let you 


know as the term progresses) 


 


The first two test dates will be confirmed in class (Test 3 will be the last day of class –August 


2
nd


)) 


 


Extra credit:  Due IN class on Thursday, July 26Th . I do not accept assignments by email 


attachments. 


Late assignments will be penalized by 1 point per every 24 hours after the due date and time. ( i.e. 


after class Thursday and before 10 on Friday will both lose 1 point) The list of possible options 


will be handed out in class in a few days. 


 


All papers must be typed and pages stapled together or 1 point (each) will be deducted. 


 


Tests are 50 M/C and possibly T/F questions. You will need answer sheets ( #2052 – light brown, 


narrow) and #2 pencils with erasers that actually erase without leaving smudges. 


 


Grade Calculation 


Grade Scale: 


              90-100    A 


              80-89      B 


              70-79      C 


              60-69      D 


              below 60 F  


 


I do not use plus/ minus grades or automatically “round up” numerically ( a 79.9 is a C!!!!!). 


Please don’t ask me to round up your grade.  


 


Add your 3 test grades together and divide by 3. Add any extra credit points and that is your grade. 


I only calculate grades once at the end of the semester, but it is very simple for you to do it on your 


own during the term. 


 


 







 Additional information 


The University Writing Center (UWC) is available for help with all your papers and written 


assignments. Phone 823-2197 or visit on the web at http://reach.ucf.edu/~uwc 


Grammar and composition count!!! This is true for all your written assignments – not just in 


English Comp. classes! 


 


*    Plagiarism of any kind will result in a failing grade for this course.  


*    Cell phones and all other electronic devices must be turned off during class. If your phone 


rings, you will stand up and apologize to the entire class for your “thoughtless” behavior OR you 


will required lead the class in a chorus round of singing “Row, Row, Row Your Boat” ( the class 


will join in and we’ll go a few rounds!) or other options I may choose to use – like answering the 


call and quacking like a duck to you caller without saying another word.  


 


* The use of laptop computers is not allowed ( too much past abuse) 


    


           


This syllabus and all other class requirements may be changed at any time by your Instructor.     


 


Please place this and its attachments in your notebook and do not lose it. 


Thanks      



http://reach.ucf.edu/~uwc
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Instructor Contact: 


Instructor  
Dr. Terri Susan Fine 


Professor of Political Science 


Associate Director, Lou Frey Institute of Politics and Government 


Office  
Phillips Hall 302K  


Second office:  Lou Frey Institute (Orlando Tech Center, 12443 Research Parkway, 400 


Building, Suite 406) 


Office 
Hours  


Monday 3-5pm and by appointment (Phillips Hall 302K and Lou Frey Institute) 


 


EXCEPT: 


Week of June 11-15:  Thursday, 9-11 


Week of June 18:  No office hours 


Week of June 25:  Friday 2-4 


 


Note:  Appointments available in the political science department, at the Lou Frey Institute in 


the Research Park (easy parking and no parking permit needed).  The #9 UCF Shuttle will take 


you there (Stop #2 —Florida Institute of Government stop), or we can meet by telephone.  


Phone  
407-823-2081 (Political Science Department) 


407-823-3636 (Lou Frey Institute) 


Course mail 
Available through the “mail” function on the course home page. Contacting me through the 


"mail" function insures no SPAM and faster responsiveness.   


Personal e-
mail 


terri.fine@ucf.edu 


 


Note: E-mail to this personal account is to be used for emergencies only (i.e. if you have no 


Internet access);  


 


All regular communication must go through the course “mail” function. Non-emergency e-mail 


submitted to my personal account will not receive a response.  


Course page Available through Webcourses   


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



mailto:terri.fine@ucf.edu
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Course Description: 


This course will look at religion and politics in the United States from three 
interrelated perspectives: 


a) What are the theoretical religious foundations for the founding of the United 
States?  What does it mean to be a democracy devoted to religious freedom 
when those founders are members of the same religious group and the founding 
of the country was based on religious motivations including escaping religious 
persecution? 


b)  What are the core religion-based public policies in effect or under 
consideration in the United States?  How does the policy making and 
implementation process work in the U.S. to bring about religion-based policy?  
What constitute the core intra-state and inter-state conflicts surrounding these 
religion based public policies or policy proposals?    


c) How does religion motivate and impact political behavior in the United States? 
How does religion impact who has political power?  How does religion motivate 
power-seeking behavior in the United States? 


Why look at the United States? 


The United States was founded by homogeneous religious groups seeking 
refuge from religious persecution.  The U.S. claims to be a democracy while at 
the same time it is clear that one religious orientation dominates its political 
system.  Religion is also a prime motivator and influence on political behavior 
and, as a result, how the political system functions, including party structures, 
electoral outcomes, campaign strategies, voter mobilization and other grassroots 
efforts, are all affected by religious commitments.  


Course Goals: The primary goals of this course are to understand the 
relationship between religion and politics in democratic theocracies from four 
core perspectives:  theoretical orientations, mass-level participation, elite 
behavior, and public policy.  The course will focus on these factors in the United 
States.    


Course Objectives:  At the end of this course, you will be able to develop 
approaches to analyzing the relationship between religion and politics in 
democratic theocracies, and critique the role that religion plays in mass-level 
participation, elite behavior and public policy.  You will also be able to evaluate 
how religion and politics affects and is affected by political and electoral 
institutions. 







 4 


The course text is:  Religion and Politics in the United States (6th edition) by 
Kenneth Wald and Allison Calhoun-Brown.  Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, Inc.; 


ISBN-10: 1442201525/ISBN-13: 978-1442201521 


Note:  It is critically important that you purchase the 6th edition, and not an earlier 
edition.  This text is available on Kindle.   


Additional Readings (Note:  Links may go down at any time; please Google the 
title on the left in case a link is not available): 


Name of 
Reading 


Internet Location 


The Declaration 
of Independence 
of the United 
States of 
America 


http://www.ushistory.org/DECLARATION/document/index.htm 


The United 
States 
Constitution/ 
Amendments 1 
and 14 


http://www.usconstitution.net/const.html 


Letter from the 
Danbury Baptist 
Association to 
Thomas 
Jefferson 
(October 7, 
1801) 


http://www.stephenjaygould.org/ctrl/dba_jefferson.html 


Jefferson’s Letter 
to the Danbury 
Baptists (January 
1, 1802) 


http://www.stephenjaygould.org/ctrl/jefferson_dba.html 


United States 
Supreme Court 
Cases: 


Dred Scott v. 
Sandford 60 U.S. 
393 (1856) 


Reynolds v. U.S. 
98 U.S. 1456 
(1878) 


www.oyez.org 



http://www.oyez.org/
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Davis v. Beason 
133 U.S. 333 
(1898) 


West Virginia 
Board of 
Education v. 
Barnette 319 
U.S. 124 (1943) 


Engel v. Vitale 
370 U.S. 421 
(1962) 


Lemon v. 
Kurtzman 403 
U.S. 602 (1971) 


Wisconsin v. 
Yoder 406 U.S. 
205 (1972) 


Heffron v. 
International 
Society for 
Krishna 
Consciousness 
452 U.S. 640 
(1989) 


Church of the 
Lukumi Babal U 
Aye, Inc. v. City 
of Hialeah, 
Florida 91 U.S. 
948 (1993) 


Kiryas Joel 
School District v. 
Grumet 512 U.S. 
637 (1994) 


Locke v. Davey  


540 U.S. 712 
(2004) 
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Class Requirements  


There will several multiple choice text based quizzes, Internet based research 
modules, and asynchronous discussions based on text material and current 
events.  Your grade will be based on several Internet Learning Modules, 
discussions, and quizzes.  The entire course will be conducted on-line; there will 
be no on-campus meetings.    


Your grade will be determined as follows: 


Internet Learning Modules  45% 


Discussions 30% 


Quizzes 25% 


All assignments are due no later than the day and time posted; late 
assignments may be submitted with prior arrangement with the instructor 
and submission of documentation explaining why submitting the 
assignment on time was not possible.  The instructor must be notified 
within 48 hours of the missed assignment (unless doing so is impossible 
and the reason is documented) in order to be eligible to submit that 
assignment late.    


Grading and Assessment Rubric 


Assessment Course Objectives Met 


Internet Learning 
Modules  


Analyze the relationship between religion and politics in 
democratic theocracies 


Critique the role that religion plays in mass-level 
participation, elite behavior and public policy 


Evaluate how religion and politics affects and is affected by 
political and electoral institutions. 


Quizzes Understand how religion and politics affects and is affected 
by political and electoral institutions. 


Asynchronous 
Discussions 


Analyze the relationship between religion and politics in 
democratic theocracies 


Critique the role that religion plays in mass-level 
participation, elite behavior and public policy 


Evaluate how religion and politics affects and is affected by 
political and electoral institutions 
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Plus/Minus Grading: 


This course will be graded using plus/minus grading. Your recorded final grade 
will be one of the following: A, A-, B+, B, B-, C+, C, C-, D+, D, D-, F. There will be 
no A+, F+ or F-.  


Your transcript will reflect the calculation of grade points accordingly: 


Grade Grade Points Grade Grade Points 


A 4.00 C 2.00 


A- 3.75 C- 1.75 


B+ 3.25 D+ 1.25 


B 3.00 D 1.00 


B- 2.75 D- .75 


C+ 2.25 F 0.00 


 


 


Student Code of Conduct: 


The Golden Rule: 


Students must follow the University standards for personal and academic 
conduct as outlined in The Golden Rule. Students are apprised when they are 
accepted at the University that they must be aware of and follow these policies of 
conduct. See http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/ for details. 


Policy on Academic Dishonesty: 


Academic dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated. Please make certain that 
all assignments and examinations are completed individually (except the group 
presentation) and that these assignments are completed for this course only. 
Please let me know if you have questions about this policy. 


Disability Access Statement:    


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable 
accommodations for all persons with disabilities.  This syllabus is available in 
alternate formats upon request.  Students who need accommodations must be 
registered with Student Disability Services, Student Resource Center Room 132, 
phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting 
accommodations from the professor. 
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Changes in the syllabus and/or schedule may be made at any time during the 
term. A revised syllabus may be issued at my discretion. Readings and 
assignments should be completed for the day listed. 


Please contact me if you have any problems about the reading load, tips on 
getting the most from your reading, or the course in general. My office hours are 
listed above. 


 


Schedule 


Class 
Week 


Assigned Reading Assignments/Notes/Announcements 


 Ethnic Democracy in the United 
States 


 


May 14- 


May 18 


Course Syllabus 
Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 1 
Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 2 


Syllabus Quiz due May 18 11pm 
Note:  Syllabus Quiz will not count 
toward your overall quiz grade.   
 
Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 1 
quiz due May 18 11pm 
Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 2 
quiz due May 18 11pm 
 
Discussion One Initial Posting due May 
16 11pm 
Discussion One Response Posting due 
May 18 11pm 


May 21- 


May 25 


Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 3 
Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 4 


Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 3 
Quiz due 5/23 11pm 
Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 4 
Quiz due 5/23 11pm 
 
Internet Learning Module 
“Philanthropy” due 5/25 11pm 


 The First Amendment, State 
Government, and the United 
States Supreme Court 


 


May 28- 


June 1 


The Declaration of Independence of 
the United States of America 
 


Discussion Two Initial Posting due  
May 30 11pm 
Discussion Two Response Posting due 
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The United States 
Constitution/Amendments 1 and 14 
 
“Letter from the Danbury Baptist 
Association to Thomas Jefferson” 
(October 7, 1801) 
 
“Jefferson’s Letter to the Danbury 
Baptists” (January 1, 1802) 
 
Dred Scott v. Sandford 60 U.S. 393 
(1856) 
 
Reynolds v. U.S. 98 U.S. 1456 
(1878) 
 
Davis v. Beason 133 U.S. 333 
(1898) 
 
West Virginia Board of Education v. 
Barnette 319 U.S. 124 (1943) 
 
Engel v. Vitale 370 U.S. 421 (1962) 
 
Lemon v. Kurtzman 403 U.S. 602 
(1971) 
 
Wisconsin v. Yoder 406 U.S. 205 
(1972) 
 
Heffron v. International Society for 
Krishna Consciousness 452 U.S. 
640 (1981) 
 
Church of the Lukumi Babal U Aye, 
Inc. v. City of Hialeah, Florida 91 
U.S. 948 (1993) 
 
Kiryas Joel School District v. 
Grumet 512 U.S. 637 (1994) 


June 1 11pm 
 
Internet Learning Module “Thomas 
Jefferson” due June 1 11pm 


June 4- 


June 8 


Locke v. Davey 540 U.S. 712 (2004) Discussion Three Initial Posting due 
June 6 11pm 
Discussion Three Response Posting 
due June 8 11pm 
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Internet Learning Module “Locke v. 
Davey” due June 8 11pm 
 
Internet Learning Module, “Religious 
Freedom in an International Context” 
due June 8 11pm 
 
 
 


 Religion and Political Behavior  


June 
11-June 
15 


Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 5 
Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 6 


Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 5 
Quiz due June 13 11pm 
 
Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 6 
Quiz due June 13 11pm 
 
Internet Learning Module “Interest 
Groups” due June 15 11pm 
 
June 19, 2012 5pm 
University-wide Withdrawal Deadline 


June 
18- 


June 22 


Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 7 
Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 8 


Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 7 
Quiz due June 20 11pm 
Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 8 
Quiz due June 20 11pm 
 
Discussion Four Initial Posting due 
June 20 11pm 
Discussion Four Response Posting 
due June 22 11pm 
 
Internet Learning Module “Public 
Opinion” due June 22 11pm 


June 
25- 


June 29 


Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 9 
Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 
10 


Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 9 
Quiz due June 27 11pm 
Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 10 
Quiz due June 27 11pm 
 
Internet Learning Module “American 
Catholics” due June 29 11pm 
 
Discussion Five Initial Posting due 
June 27 11pm 
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Discussion Five Response Posting due 
June 29 11pm 


July 2- 


July 6 


No Reading Assignment No Assignment 
Happy Independence Day!  


July 9- 


July 13 


Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 
11 
Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 
12 
 
NOTE THE DUE DATES THIS 
WEEK ARE MONDAY AND 
WEDNESDAY 


Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 11 
Quiz due July 9 11pm 
 
Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 12 
Quiz July 9 11pm 
 
Internet Learning Module “Congress” 
due July 11 11pm 
 
Discussion Six Initial Posting due  
July 9 11pm 
 
Discussion Six Response Posting due 
July 11 11pm 


 
 


 
Grading Procedures 


 
Final grades are determined through the use of the following letter grades: A, A-, 
B+, B, B-, C+, C, C-, D+, D, D-, F.  Grades of A+, F+ and F- are not used. 
  
Numerical grades compute into letter grades as follows: 
 


Grade Score Range 


A 95 and up 


A- 90-94 


B+ 87-89 


B 83-86 


B- 80-82 


C+ 77-79 


C 73-76 


C- 70-72 


D+ 67-69 


D 63-66 


D- 60-62 


F 59 and below 
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Numerical grades will be determined for all examinations and discussion 
questions, and then converted to letter grades as noted above.  Once letter 
grades have been determined for all assessments, letter grades are associated 
with the following scale: 
 


Grade Associated Score 


A 11 


A- 10 


B+ 9 


B 8 


B- 7 


C+ 6 


C 5 


C- 4 


D+ 3 


D 2 


D- 1 


F 0 


  
Using this scale, weights are assigned based on the syllabus.  All of your scores 
are then determined and weighted accordingly.  This overall score is then divided 
by 100 and applied to the 0-11/A-F grading scale above.  Note: Grades are not 
rounded. 








 
 


pos2041 - American Government 


David Houghton 


Course Home 


Instructor Contact 


Instructor David Houghton 


Office Phillips Hall 311G 


Office 


Hours 


Wednesday, 2-4pm 


Phone 407 823-6025 


Class MTWH, 12-1.50pm, MAP 360 


E-mail david.houghton@ucf.edu  


Introduction 


Welcome to POS3413 American Government, Summer 2012. This course will generally 
meet four times a week on Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays. On this 
website you will find the course schedule, which will tell you what to read for each class 
(click on ‘Schedule’). Video links to materials we watch in class will also be added to the 
schedule as we go. 


Course Description 


This semester the course will be taught in two parts or sections. Part I is a 'nuts and 
bolts' introduction to the basics of American politics - covering topics such as the 
Constitution, civil rights and liberties, the American presidency, Congress, the 



mailto:dhoughto@mail.ucf.edu?subject=pos3413b

mailto:david.houghton@ucf.edu?subject=pos2041





governmental bureaucracy, the courts, and voting behavior - which is designed to 
provide the groundwork for more advanced upper-level classes in U.S. politics. We will 
use Barbour and Wright's Keeping The Republic for this section. As the publisher's 
description puts it, "KTR Brief is carefully condensed by Barbour and Wright, giving your 
students the continuity and consistency of the full version, just in a more concise 
package ... each chapter’s discussion of “who gets what and how” is designed to build 
students’ analytical abilities. By introducing them to the seminal work in the field and 
showing them how to employ the themes of power and citizenship, this proven text 
builds confidence in students who want to take an active part in their communities and 
government". 


The second part of the course then examines the issue of leadership, using 
Greenstein's The Presidential Difference. How much difference do leaders - more 
specifically, American presidents - make? Is getting things done in the American 
political system more a matter of luck (of 'being in the right place at the right time', if you 
like), or do individual attributes such a presidential psychology or bargaining skills 
matter more? Or is it some subtle combination of the two? 


Required Texts 


The following books have been placed on order and should be available for purchase at 
the UCF Book Store or via an online seller such as Amazon.com. I strongly recommend 
that you buy your own copies, as you'll be tested in detail on their contents at exam 
time: 


Christine Barber and Gerald Wright, Keeping the Republic: Power and Citizenship in 
American Politics, Brief 4th Edition (Washington D.C.: CQ Press, 2010). There is a link 
to the Amazon site for this edition here. A companion website for the book can also be 
foundhere. 


Fred Greenstein, The Presidential Difference: Leadership Style From FDR To Barack 
Obama, 3rd Edition (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2009). There is a link to 
the Amazon site for this edition here, and a publisher's website here. 


A Word of Warning About Summer Courses 


If you haven't taken a Summer class before, you should know that they are intensive 
and can therefore be fairly gruelling: since there are a lot of class meetings with more 
reading than there might be in an ordinary class week, you need to organize yourself so 
that you complete the readings and come to class on time. If you miss a particular class, 
you may miss a lot! So needless to say, this will require a great deal of self-discipline on 
your part. Do not take this course unless you are strongly motivated to do all the 
readings and assignments on time, and are prepared to come to class four times a 
week. 
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Rules of Assessment 


The final grade will be composed of three elements: 


 A Midterm Examination on everything covered so far, taken in class on Thursday 
12 July. Consists of 60 multiple choice questions and worth 40%. 


 Cumulative Final Examination, taken in class on Thursday 2 August. Consists of 
100 multiple choice questions and worth 50%. 


 Attendance will count for 10%. You are of course required to attend class and to 
show up on time. It is your responsibility to ensure that you sign the attendance 
sheet each day, as I cannot add you retrospectively. If you fail to attend on a 
given day, you must give a convincing written explanation, backed up with proper 
medical or other documentation, as to why you were unable to be there that day. 


Makeup examinations will be offered only in the very rarest of circumstances. In order to 
be eligible to take a makeup exam or get an extension, you must again give 
a convincing written explanation, backed up with proper medical or other 
documentation, as to why you were unable to meet the expectations required of other 
class members. Only where the instructor is fully satisfied that the student could not be 
expected to take a particular examination given his or her personal circumstances will 
any exceptions whatsoever be granted. Note also that any makeup examination will not 
necessarily be of the same format as the original exam. 


Finally, please note that no extra credit will be offered in this course; by continuing with 
the course, you are agreeing to abide by its rules of assessment and agreeing to accept 
the marks/grades assigned to your work. All grades are final. The grading scheme will 
be as follows: 


A 90 or above  
A- 88-89 
B+ 86-87 
B 82-85 
B- 80-81 
C+ 78-79 
C 73-77 
C- 70-72 
D+ 67-69 
D 63-66 
D- 60-62  
F Below 60 







 
 


pos2041 American Government 
David Houghton 


Schedule of Readings 
Summer 2012 


The following readings may be subject to change as the course proceeds, so you 


should check back here frequently. Any readings not included in the required texts will 


be added to the webpage via a link called 'Additional Readings Box'. 


 


Part I: A ‘Nuts and Bolts’ Introduction 


 


Monday 25 June  Introduction To Class  


Overview of objectives and methods of assessment, and a bird’s eye view of what we’ll 


be covering during the semester. Discussion of two books to be purchased. 


Tuesday 26 June  Power and Citizenship in American Politics  


Read Barbour and Wright, Keeping The Republic, Chapter 1. 


Wednesday 27 June The Politics of the American Founding/ Federalism 


Barbour and Wright, Chapters 2 and 3. 


Thursday 28 June Fundamental American Liberties/ The Struggle for Equal 


Rights 


Barbour and Wright, Chapters 4 and 5. We will watch segments 17 and 18 on civil rights 


from the PBS documentary LBJ, which you can view here. 


Monday 2 July Congress  


Barbour and Wright, Chapter 6. 
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Tuesday 3 July The Presidency  


Barbour and Wright, Chapter 7. 


Wednesday 4 July No Class Held Independence Day. 


Thursday 5 July The Bureaucracy/The Courts  


Barbour and Wright, Chapters 8 and 9. 


Monday 9 July  Public Opinion/Voting, Campaigns, and Elections  


Barbour and Wright, Chapters 10 and 12. 


Tuesday 10 July Domestic and Foreign Policy  


Barbour and Wright, Chapter 14. 


Wednesday 11 July Revision Session I  


Review of everything covered so far for tomorrow’s exam. 


Thursday 12 July Midterm Examination  


60 Multiple Choice questions. Bring a brown scantron and pencil. 


 


Part II: Leadership and the ‘Nature of the Times’ 


 


Monday 16 July Do Leaders Make a Difference?  


Greenstein, Chapter 1. There is a CSPAN interview with Fred Greenstein about his 


book here. 


Tuesday 17 July FDR  


Greenstein, Chapter 2. Video, segment from the PBS documentary 'FDR'. The whole 


documentary is available here. 


Wednesday 18 July Truman/Eisenhower  


Greenstein, Chapters 3 and 4; also 'Greenstein' from 'Additional Readings Box'. Video, 


segment from the PBS documentary 'Eisenhower'. You can view the full documentary 


here. 


Thursday 19 July JFK  







Greenstein, Chapter 5; video, segment from the PBS documentary 'The Kennedys'. You 


can view the entire documentary here. 


Monday 23 July LBJ  


Greenstein, Chapter 6; video, segment from the PBS documentary 'LBJ'. You can view 


the whole thing here. 


Tuesday 24 July Nixon/Ford  


Greenstein, Chapters 7 and 8. Video, segment from the PBS documentary 'Nixon'.The 


full documentary is available here. 


Wednesday 25 July Carter  


Greenstein, Chapter 9; video, segment from the A & E documentary 'Jimmy Carter'. 


Thursday 26 July Reagan  


Greenstein, Chapter 10; video, segment from the PBS documentary 'Reagan'. 


Monday 30 July Bush I and II  


Greenstein, Chapters 11 and 13. Video, segment from the A & E documentary 'George 


Bush'. 


Tuesday 31 July Clinton  


Greenstein, Chapter 12; video, segments from the PBS documentary 'Clinton', available 


here, and from the movie, 'Primary Colors'. 


Wednesday 1 August Revision Session II  


Greenstein, Chapter 15. Overview of everything covered in the course in preparation for 


Final Exam. 


Thursday 2 August Final Examination  


Comprehensive Final Exam, 100 Multiple Choice questions. Bring a brown scantron and 


pencil.  








 
 


pos3413b - The American Presidency 


David Houghton 


Course Home 


Instructor Contact 


Instructor David Houghton 


Office Phillips Hall 311G 


Office 


Hours 


Wednesday, 2-3pm 


Phone 407 823-6025 


E-mail david.houghton@ucf.edu  


Introduction 


Welcome to POS3413 American Presidency, Summer D 2012. This course is fully 
online, and there are no face-to-face meetings. On this website you will find the course 
schedule, which will tell you what to read - and in some cases what to watch or listen to 
- in each Module (click on ‘Schedule’). Modules generally post at 5pm on a Friday, with 
the exception of Module 1 (which will post on the first day of class on Monday 14 May). 
Each week a new Module will be posted which will ask you to complete various 
readings and do assignments, in most cases within seven days. 


Course Description 


Although it is by necessity a more abbreviated version than that taught face-to-face, this 
online version of the course is designed to provide students with a comprehensive 
introduction to the office of the American president. All aspects of the office will be 
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examined, including recruitment and presidential elections, staffing, policy making and 
relations with Congress and the public. The role of individual leadership characteristics 
will also be given particular attention, but the presidency will also be placed in the 
context of the broader American political landscape, with special emphasis paid to the 
capacity of the office to cope with the domestic and international environment of the 
21st century. No other executive position in the world system has the status of the US 
presidency. Both in foreign/military and economic affairs the world looks to the US for 
leadership. And yet the formal powers of the presidency within the American political 
system are limited; that system was created to frustrate leadership, not to give in free 
rein, and therein lies the central dilemma of the office. 


There will be two sections to the course this semester: in Part I we begin by examining 
the various paradoxes which beset the modern American presidency. In Part II we then 
examine the institutional and political relationships between the president and other 
influential bodies in American politics. 


Required Text 


The following book has been placed on order and should be available for purchase at 
the UCF Book Store or via an online seller such as Amazon.com. Istrongly recommend 
that you buy your own copy, as you'll be tested in detail on the contents of the book at 
exam time: 


Thomas Cronin and Michael Genovese, The Paradoxes of the American Presidency, 
third edition (New York: Oxford University Press, 2009). There is an Amazon.com 
link here. 


Publisher's Description: The historic election of Barack Obama has ushered in a new 
era of hope and optimism across America. However, can Obama--or any President--live 
up to the incredibly high expectations that we have of our presidents? Elegantly written, 
timely, and easily accessible to students, the third edition of The Paradoxes of the 
American Presidency considers this crucial question and many more. Two highly 
esteemed presidential scholars, Thomas E. Cronin and Michael A. Genovese, explore 
the complex institution of the American Presidency by presenting a series of paradoxes 
that shape and define the office. Thoroughly updated and revised to reflect recent 
political events--from the attacks of 9/11, to the war on terrorism and the controversial 
eight-year George W. Bush presidency, to the economic meltdown of 2008 and the 
election of Barack Obama--the third edition incorporates findings from the latest 
scholarship, the most recent elections and court cases, and relevant survey research. 


A Word of Warning About Online Courses 


If you haven't taken an online class before, you should know that they can be quite 
gruelling: since there are no face to face meetings, there is a lot more emphasis on 
reading than there might be in an ordinary class, and most of all you need to organize 
yourself so that you complete the readings and postings on time. This will require a 
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great deal of self-discipline on your part. Do not take this course unless you are strongly 
motivated to do all the readings and other assignments on time. 


Rules of Assessment 


The final grade will be composed of three elements (note that all times given in this 
course refer to local time in Orlando, FL, which is US Eastern Time): 


 A Midterm Examination on everything covered so far, taken online at any 
time between Friday 8 June 5pm and Friday 15 June 5pm. Consists of 50 
multiple choice questions and worth 40%. 


 Cumulative Final Examination, taken online at any time between Friday 6 July 
5pm and Friday 13 July 5pm. Consists of 100 multiple choice questions and 
worth 50%. 


 Discussion postings will collectively account for 10%. You will usually have a 
week to do each posting, and discussion topics will close when the week ends 
(see individual Modules for details). Note: although I will allow every member of 
the class to do one late posting during the semester, after that I will deduct 1% 
from your 10% Discussions score for every posting which appears late. It is 
therefore very much in your interest to ensure that you do the readings and 
discussion postings on time. 


Makeup examinations and extensions to weekly assignments will be offered only in the 
very rarest of circumstances. In order to be eligible to take a makeup exam or get an 
extension, you must give a convincing written explanation, backed up with proper 
medical or other documentation, as to why you were unable to meet the expectations 
required of other class members. Only where the instructor is fully satisfied that the 
student could not be expected to complete the original assignment/examination given 
his or her personal circumstances will any exceptions whatsoever be granted. Note also 
that any makeup examination will not necessarily be of the same format as the original 
exam. 


Finally, please note that no extra credit will be offered in this course; by continuing with 
the course, you are agreeing to abide by its rules of assessment and agreeing to accept 
the marks/grades assigned to your work. All grades are final. The grading scheme will 
be as follows: 


A 90 or above  
A- 88-89 
B+ 86-87 
B 82-85 
B- 80-81 
C+ 78-79 
C 73-77 
C- 70-72 
D+ 67-69 







D 63-66 
D- 60-62  
F Below 60 


 


Schedule of Readings 


Summer D 2012 


 


The following readings may be subject to change as the course proceeds, so you 
should check back here frequently. Any readings not included in the required text will be 
added to the webpage via a link called 'Additional Readings Box'. 


Part I: Introduction 


Monday 16 May 1: Introduction To Class  


Overview of objectives and methods of assessment, and a bird’s eye view of what we’ll 
be covering during the semester. Post discussion to 'Introductions'. Modules will 
normally be posted on a Friday, beginning on Friday 18 May. 


Friday 18 May 2: Paradoxes of the American Presidency  


Read Cronin and Genovese, The Paradoxes of the American Presidency, Chapter 1 
and Rose. You can find the latter in a folder on the course homepage called 'Additional 
Readings Box'. View video on the changing role of the American presidency here. Post 
discussion to ‘Paradoxes’. 


 


Part II: Institutional and Political Relationships 


Friday 25 May 3: How We Judge/Elect Presidents  


Cronin and Genovese, Chapters 2 and 3. View a short video on party conventions by 
clicking here and one on the electoral college here. Post discussion to 'Judging/Electing 
Presidents'. 


Friday 1 June 4: Presidential Power and Leadership  


Cronin and Genovese, Chapter 4, as well as 'Barber' and 'Skowronek'. You can find the 
last two in the 'Additional Readings Box'. Watch the BBC documentary 'How To Be a 
Good President', which is available here. It is in six parts, but you can find links to the 
next sections once you watch this one. Post discussion to 'Power and Leadership'. 







Friday 8 June 5: Midterm Examination  


Examination on everything covered so far, taken online at any time between Friday 8 
June 5pm and Friday 15 June 5pm. Consists of 50 multiple choice questions. 


Friday 15 June 6: Presidents in a System of Shared Powers/Congress  


Cronin and Genovese, Chapters 5 and 6. Watch video 'Five Presidents' here. Post 
discussion to 'Shared Powers/Congress'. 


Friday 22 June 7: Presidents as Chief Executives/the Courts  


Cronin and Genovese, Chapters 7 and 9. Post discussion to 'Chief Executives/Courts'. 


Friday 29 June 8: Presidents and Political Parties/The Future  


Cronin and Genovese, Chapters 10 and 11. Post discussion to 'Political Parties/The 
Future'. 


Friday 6 July 9: Final Examination  


Cumulative final examination, taken online at any time between Friday 6 July 5pm and 
Friday 13 July 5pm. Consists of 100 multiple choice questions. 








Environmental Politics 


 


PUP 3203 


Summer 2012 D Term 


Instructor: Peter Jacques 


 


THIS IS A SERVICE LEARNING CLASS 


 
 


Contacting the Professor Contacting the Class 


Office Hrs: Wed 8-10am Class E-mail: Coursemail Only for regular issues; use 


my office email for urgent messages 


only. 


Office: Phillips Hall 311E 


UCF MAIN CAMPUS 
Instructor 


website: 


http://ucf.academia.edu/PeterJacques 


Phone 407-823-6773   


FAX: 407-823-0051   


E-Mail: Peter.Jacques@ucf.edu 


urgent issues only please 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


CAVEAT DISCIPULI   ---- Read the whole syllabus before you ask any questions. Further, the 


Course Protocols in webcourses are part of this syllabus, and they contain my rules for the 


courses, e.g., when I round up to a higher final semester grade.  


 


Also, know that this is a condensed course, and even in the normal semester it is intense, so if 


you see the work schedule and don’t think you can do it (e.g., maybe you work full –time?), take 


another semester, and avoid the stress. 


 


Course Description 


In this class we will survey several topics in (mostly U.S.) environmental politics and policy. 


This includes social concepts of nature, ideas and influences regarding nature, environmental 


political economy, and a survey of some specific environmental concerns such as pollution, 


resource extraction, environmental justice and sustainability.  We will discuss environmental and 


anti-environmental movements and ideologies in addition to the role of government, civil 


society, and political economy in relation to human ecology (which is how human groups and 


society relates to nature and other groups). 
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Course Objectives: 


In this course you will do more than learn material, though there is lot to learn! The course 


objectives here work on several levels. 


 


Broader objectives:  To hone the skills of clear and effective writing, and foster critical thinking. 


 


Academic: Students will come to understand a broad history of U.S. environmentalism, anti-


environmentalism, and thinking.  Students will learn about environmental ethics and policy, 


common pool and collective action problems in the environment, environmental justice, and the 


general institutional environment within which environmental policies are made (or ignored).   


 


Civic:  Students will evaluate, synthesize and apply models of civic theory to environmental 


problems. We will confront and interrogate what it means to be a citizen of a community, and 


how ecology interacts with our expectations of civic responsibility. 


 


Personal: In addition to learning, students of this course will reflect upon the notion of service, 


and consider their own expectations for environmental citizenship in a changing Earth system.   


Students will devote time and energy with others working on environmental challenges to think 


about what kind of life they want to live.  


 


Required Texts 
Textbooks 


 Environmental Policy Paradox, 6
th


 edition by Zachary Smith, Prentice Hall.--- (referred to 


as EPP here).    


 The Environmental Case, 2
ND


 edition by Judith Layzer, CQ Press—(referred to as TEC). 


Note there is a 3
rd


 edition that has needlessly been written, in my view, so I am sticking with 


the 2
nd


 which works very well. If you want to purchase the more expensive new version, it 


will still work, but the chapters assigned here are based on the older version. 


 


Additional Required Material 


 The Monkeywrench Gang, Edward Abbey 


 New York Times  every day (NYT)  You may get this FREE (YES FREE) at almost any 


library. OR, pay for student home delivery call NYT at 1-800 NYTIMES. Make sure you 


say you want a student subscription, they are cheaper. 


 Fish Game--  $0.99 Fee to play the game. http://es.earthednet.org/catalog/31  
 


Grade Categories Description of the requirements Weight toward 


final grade 


(1000pnts) 


Peer Review Essays 8 informal essays  and reviews of other 


student’s essays (25 points each)  


200 


Portfolio 4 projects with revision in one Final 


Portfolio 


            400 



http://es.earthednet.org/catalog/31





 


Learning Modules:  


Within the course are detailed modules that replace my lectures from a face-to-face course, and 


will require time for you to go through them as if you were sitting in lecture. I have loaded in a 


lot of videos, etc...—these links are not necessary for you to follow, unless they are in the 


syllabus.  Otherwise links within the modules are there for the curious of mind only.  


 


Exams 
Exams will open at the end of each session (there are 4 primary modules): Environmentalism, 


The Commons, Environmental Justice, and Environmental Policy Regulatory Framework.  The 


exams will cover reading and module content, and will be 50 questions each, with 75 minutes to 


take the exam. Save your answers as you go to minimize computer problems!  The last exam – 


on the Environmental Policy Regulatory Framework will be during finals week, and will be your 


final exam, but will not be cumulative. It will be just like every other exam. You may take exams 


as often as you wish, but only the first attempt will count for your grade.   


 


Peer-review essays. 


You will write 2 informal essays per module, and then you will read other student’s essays and 


provide them with feedback, guided by questions in the assignment directions. These essays are 


meant to engage you with the concepts, prepare for the larger essays, and do well on the exams; 


and, these essays will help you think about things differently as you work with other people’s 


ideas. 


 


Portfolio Drafts and Final  
 


Each assignment will build into a larger portfolio that will accumulate into a body of 


environmental work you will do.  You will submit the first three of these works as drafts, and 


you will receive feedback from us, with the expectation that you will revisit, re-think, and revise 


your work for the final portfolio grade which also includes your service learning field report.  


The assignments begin with smaller points at stake and end with a lot more, to acknowledge  that 


both learning and writing is a process that takes practice. 


 


 Save the Peaks Analysis:  50 points total 


 Fish Game Response:   75 Points total 


The fish game can be accessed here:http://es.earthednet.org/fg-playgame 


Activation Code for this class: YH31-403A-CD1G-RWNV 


 Monkey Wrench Gang Book Review:  100 points total 


 Service Learning Project and 20 hours of service work in the community: 100 points 


PLEASE  do the survey on your experience afterward at: 
http://www.explearning.ucf.edu/categories/For%20Students/Service-Learning/210_143.aspx  


 Final Portfolio Submission, 75 points. 


 


 


 


 


4 Exams  Based on readings and modules, 100 


points each  


            400 



http://es.earthednet.org/fg-playgame

http://www.explearning.ucf.edu/categories/For%20Students/Service-Learning/210_143.aspx





 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Module 1: Introduction to Environmental 
Politics and Environmentalism 


Assignments all due at 6pm in webcourses: 
 Peer-review Essays 1 and 2 due 5/22, reviews due by 5/24 at 6pm  
 San Francisco Peaks Analysis Due 5/25 6pm. 
 Exam 1: 5/23 at 6 am to 5/26 at 6pm  


 
Introduction 


 Begin Reading The Monkey Wrench Gang, review due during module 3 
 Chapts 1 and 2  in EPP 
 Chapter 1 in The Environmental Case (TEC) 
 Muir, "Save the Redwoods" 
 Vanderheiden: “Radical environmentalism in an age of antiterrorism” (this 


should help a lot in understanding/contextualizing Abbey’s novel and with your 
book review). 


 Final Environmental Impact Statement for Snowbowl Expansion in the San 
Francisco Peaks 
 


Environmental Theory: Civics and Philosophy 
 CIVICS 


 Dobson: “Ecological Citizenship” 
 Nash: “Island Civilization: A Vision for Human Occupancy of the Earth in the 


Fourth Millenium” 
 Dagger: “Stopping Sprawl for the Good of All: The Case for a Civic 


Environmentalism” 
 
ETHICS 


 Jenni, “Western Environmental Ethics, An Overview 
 
Supplemental (supplemental readings are NOT required and are not on exams 
unless I cover these readings in modules): 


 Jacques, "Power and Death of the  Sea"—ontology as power 
 Taylor, “Place” as Prepolitical Grounds of  Democracy" 


 
Environmental History 


 Part One of American Environmentalism (Nash) 
 Dunlap, Xiao and McCright “Politics and Environment in America” 
 Chapt 13, The Environmental Case 


 
Supplemental 


 Jacques, et al “Organization of Denial” 
 Turner: “The Specter of Environmentalism: Wilderness, Environmental Politics, 


and the Evolution of the New Right” 
 
 







 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Module 2: The Commons 


Assignments- all due at 6 p.m. 
 Peer-review essays 3 & 4 due June 5, reviews due June 7  
 Synthetic Essay:  Fish Game due 6/8  
 Exam 2: Open from 6am 6/6 to 6pm 6/9 


 
 
The Tragedy of the Commons 


 Hardin: “The Tragedy of the Commons” 
 TEC, chpt 10 and 11 
 Oreskes, on the Climate Consensus 
 Watch Oreskes’ 1 hour lecture on “The American Denial of Global Warming” 


here: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2T4UF_Rmlio 
 
Hardin’s Errors 


 Buck: “No Tragedy of the Commons” 
 Ostrom, et al “Revisiting the Commons” 
 Chpt 12 TEC  
 Eagle and Thomson, "Answering Lord Petty's Question: Dissecting Regulatory 


Overfishing." 
 
The Risk Society and Inverted Quarantines 


 Szasz: “The Dangerous Delusions of 'Inverted Quarantine'” 
 Moanna Jackson, “Indigenous Law and the Sea”  
 Scharper and Cunningham, “The Genetic Commons and the Neoliberal 


Enclosure of Life” 
 


 



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2T4UF_Rmlio





 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Module 3: Ecology, Justice and 
Democracy 


Assignments- all due 6 p.m. 
 Peer-review essays 5 and 6 due 6/19, reviews due 6/21 
 Book Review of The Monkey Wrench Gang due 6/22 
 Exam 3: Open 6/20 at  6 am- 6/23 at 6pm.  


 
Environmental Justice: the reality on the ground 


 Rindquist, “Equity and the Distribution of Environmental Risk” and  
 CHPT 4 and  5 in the TEC 
 Pollock and Vittes, "Who Bears the Burdens of Environmental Pollution? Race, 


Ethnicity, and Environmental Equity in Florida" 
 Edward Abbey, The Monkey Wrench Gang  (all) 


 
The Reasons 


 Raquel Pinderhughes “The Impact of Race on Environmental Quality”  
 David Schlosberg: "Reconceiving  Environmental Justice: Global Movements and 


Political Theories,"  
 Antonio Regalado, “The Ukukus Wonder Why a Sacred Glacier Melts in Peru's 


Andes,” (in the global warming reader)  
 


American Indian Environmental Justice Problems 
 Lone Wolf v. Hitchcock  
 Churchill “Radioactive Colonialism” 


 
 







 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Module 4: The US Regulatory 
Framework 


 
Assignments- all due 6p.m. 


 Peer-review essays 7 and 8 due  7/3, reviews due 7/5 
 Service Learning Field Report 7/6 
 Final Portfolio  due 7/13 
 Final Exam open 7/10 at 6.a.m – 7/13 6pm. 


 
The Structure of US Government and Environmental Policy 


 Chpts 3 and 4 in EPP 
 Chpt 15 TEC 
 Davis and Forrester , " Past and Present Environmental Health Challenges in 


Southwestern Pennsylvania: Some Comments on the Right to a Clean 
Environment" 


 Dobson, “Ecological Citizenship” from Module 1, used in the Service Learning 
essay. 
 


Political Economy and Regulation 
 Chpt 5 and 6 EPP 
 Chpts  7, 8 and 14 TEC 
 Gifford Pinchot: "The Use of the National Forests" 


 
Supplemental 


 Foley et al "Global Consequences of Land Use 
 
Science and Society 


 Dunlap and McCright, “Widening Gap: Republican and Democratic Views on 
Climate” (climate change reader) 
 
Supplemental:  


 Boykoff, M.T., “Lost in translation? United States television news coverage of 
anthropogenic climate change, 1995–2004” (climate change reader) 


 Jasonoff, "Skinning Scientific Cats" 
 Chpt 18 TEC 
 Oreskes, "What’s Proof  Got to Do with it?” 
 Vitousek, et al "Human Domination of Earth's Ecosystems" 
 Lahsen, Climate Skepticism and the Risk Society (climate change reader) 
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UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL FLORIDA 


CPO 3103-A001: COMPARATIVE POLITICS 


SUMMER 2012 


 


Professor: Myunghee Kim                   Office: PH311f 


Class: MTWTh 10:00 – 11:50 am      Office Hours: MW 12:30 – 1:30 pm 


Class Room: CL1 318            (& by appointment) 


E-mail: Myunghee.kim@ucf.edu      Office Phone: x36247 


CPO 3103 introduces comparative politics as a subfield of political science.  This course is 


designed to develop the understandings and skills to major or minor in political science by 


examining the world’s different political systems.  Two main objectives are: 1) understandings of 


fundamental concepts in major four aspects of political science – structural, historical-cultural, 


behavioral, and global aspects; 2) comparisons of the major aspects of liberal democratic and 


non-democratic ideologies, political economic features of democratic and authoritarian regimes, 


key institutions, political parties, interest groups, political issues, and cleavages.  


 


REQUIREMENTS 


 


Readings 


 


O’Neil, Patrick H.  Essentials of Comparative Politics.  3
rd


 Edition.  New York: W. W. Norton, 


2010. 


 


All other reserved readings, articles, and chapters of various books are listed from page 4 to 5 in 


this syllabus.  


 


Examinations 


 


Four examinations are required for this course.  The midterm examination is 20 percent each and 


the final examination is 25 percent of your total grade.  The midterm examination will be held on 


May 23, June 5, and June 14 during the class, and the final examination will be taken on the last 


day of the class (June 21).  The details on examinations will be discussed during the class.  


Without instructor’s prior permission to a specific student, there will be no make-up 


examinations.  You will not be permitted to take the exam if you arrive more than fifteen minutes 


after the beginning of an exam or after the first student has finished. 


 


Assignment/Quizz 


 


Homework assignments for information/data gathering or quizzes will be given during classes.  


Five percent of the total grade is assigned for the miscellaneous assignments.  Late submission 


will be subjected to be one grade lower for each class day. 
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Attendance 


 


Students in this course are required to be present in the class as well as to participate in 


discussions.  In each class, participants have to follow the readings to contribute group discussion 


and debates as well as to submit the assignments.  Attendance consists of 10 percent of your total 


grade.  The 10 percent is divided by the number of total classes during the semester, thereby 


equally weighing each class.  If a student has to be absent a class, it is the person’s responsibility 


to provide an appropriate (official) document.  Without official documents, the absence will be 


deducted from your grade. 


 


FINAL GRADE 


 


In sum, your grade will be determined by: 


midterm exams 60% (each 20%), 


final exam 25%, 


attendance 10%, 


quiz/assignment 5% 


 


100-90 A; 89-80 B; 79-70 C; 69-60 D; lower than 60 F 
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POLICIES 


 


 Follow the Golden Rule. 


 Any disruptive and disrespectful behavior to me and to other participants will result in F. Be 


professional, courteous and sensitive to the rights of others. 


 Raise your hand and ask to be recognized.  Do not interrupt. 


 Late submissions are discouraged. Assignments submitted after the due date will be penalized 


by a deduction of one letter grade, and the deduction is cumulated by each class day. No work 


will be accepted more than a week after the deadline. 


 Plagiarism, the purposeful or accidental use of source material by other writers without giving 


appropriate credit, is a crime! If any indication of plagiarism is shown in a participant’s 


assignment, the participant will receive an F for the assignment. 


 No extra credit assignments will be permitted. 


 Do not miss quizzes and exams. Without instructor’s prior permission to a specific student 


and without official documents, there will be no make-up examinations. 


 You will not be permitted to take the exam if you arrive more than fifteen minutes after the 


beginning of an exam or after the first student has finished. 


 Do not miss documentaries. I do not lend documentaries to a student. 


 Homework assignment or paper as a form of e-mail attachment is not accepted. 


 Homework, if it is given, should be type-written and stapled. 


 Do not be late for class. If you are late, it is your responsibility to inform me at the end of the 


class. Otherwise, it will be regarded as absence. 


 If you need to leave earlier, inform me at the beginning of the class. Otherwise, it can be 


regarded as absence. 


 Tape recording and videotaping are NOT allowed without instructor’s permission in advance. 


 Turn off your cell phone, blackberries, and other electronic devices (including headsets and i-


pod). You are NOT allowed to answer your phone calls or to send text messages during the 


class meeting time. 


 Laptop computer is not allowed. 


 I often communicate via e-mail, e.g., changes of schedule, announcement, etc. Thus, pay 


attention to the e-mail messages from me. It is your responsibility to manage your e-mail 


account. 


 An individual who is not enrolled in this course is not allowed to be in the classroom during 


the class time. 


 The instructor reserves the right to adjust the syllabus in the course of the semester/session. 


 
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all 


persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students with 


disabilities who need accommodations in this course must contact the professor at the beginning of 


the semester to discuss needed accommodations (Please notify me no later than the end of the first 


week of class concerning any academic accommodations you will need). No accommodations will be 


provided until the student has met with the professor to request accommodations. Students who 


need accommodations must be registered with Student Disability Services, Student Resource Center 


Room 132, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting 


accommodations from the professor. 







 4 


TENTATIVE SCHEDULE 


 


Day 1 (May 14). Introduction, Basics of Politics and Political Science 


Introduction to the course.  Review Syllabus. 


Reading: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 1 “Introduction” (pp. 1-3) 


 


Day 2 (May 15). Analyzing Politics, Comparative Methods 


Readings: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 1 “Introduction” (pp. 3-7) 


Choose one from the following 


 Hoover, Kenneth, and Todd Donovan.  The Elements of Social Scientific Thinking.  8
th


 


Edition.  New York: St. Martin’s Press, 2004.  (Ch. 2 “The Elements of Science,” pp. 15-


44). 


 King, Gary, Robert R. Keohane, and Sidney Verba.  Designing Social Inquiry: Scientific 


Inference in Qualitative Research.  Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1994.  Ch. 


1 “The Science in Social Science” (pp. 3-33). 


 


Day 3 (May 16). Development of Comparative Politics    
Readings: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 1 “Introduction” (pp. 7-20) 


 


Day 4 (May 17). Development of State 


Reading: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 2 “States” (pp. 21-34) 


 


Day 5 (May 21). State Power 


Reading: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 2 “States” (pp. 35-46) 


 


Day 6 (May 22). Nations, Society, Ideology 


Reading: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 3 “Nations and Society” (pp. 44-76) 


 


Day 7(May 23). Examination I 


 


Day 8 (May 24). Political Economy 


Reading: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 4, “Political Economy” (pp. 77-108) 


 


Day 9 (May 29). Democratic Governance 


Reading: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 5 “Democratic Regimes” (pp. 109-118) 
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Day 10 (May 30). Elections 


Reading: 


O’Neil, Ch. 5 “Democratic Regimes” (pp. 129-140) 


 


Days 11 and 12 (May 31, June 4). Political Parties and Constitutional Design 


Reading: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 5 “Democratic Regimes” (pp. 118-128) 


 


Day 13 (June 5). Examination II 


 


Days 14 and 15 (June 6, 7). Nondemocracies 


Reading: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 6 “Nondemocratic Regimes” (pp. 141-166) 


 


Day 16 (June 11). Communism 


Reading: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 8 “Communism and Postcommunism” (pp. 197-214) 


 


Days 17 and 18 (June 12, 13). Postcommunism 


Reading: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 8 “Communism and Postcommunism” (pp. 214-229) 


 


Day 19 (June 14). Examination III 


 


Day 20 (June 18). Imperialism, Post Imperialism, Democratization 


Reading: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 9 “Less-Developed and Newly Industrializing Countries” (pp. 230-260) 


 


Day 21 (June 19). Globalization 


Reading: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 11 “Globalization” (pp. 291-317) 


 


Day 22 (June 20). Political Violence 


Reading: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 10 “Political Violence” (pp. 261-290) 


 


Day 23 (June 21). Final Examination 


Good luck! 








CPO 3104 Politics of Western Europe 
 


Dr. Barbara Sgouraki Kinsey 


 
Contact Information: 
Instructor 
 


Barbara Sgouraki Kinsey 


Office 
 


Cocoa: Brevard Campus, Building 3, Suite 222, 
Room 225; 
Orlando: Phillips Hall, Rm 311H 
 


Office Hours Wednesday 2-3 PM (Orlando);  
or by appointment 


Phone 
Fax 


321-433-7962 
407-433-2608 


Email 
 


barbara.kinsey@ucf.edu 


Main Political Science Office 
 


407-823-2608 


 
Course Description: 
 
This course provides an introduction to European politics.  We examine the 
evolution, structures and operation of representative institutions across European 
countries and focus on particular themes, such as political parties, elections, and 
governments, rather than particular countries.  We discuss the implications of 
different political institutions for different political and policy outcomes.  
The European Union has been a major feature of the domestic politics of most 
European states.  We examine the institutions and policies of the European 
Union, and the effects of the EU on the politics of member states.  We address 
the controversies surrounding membership in the EU in general, and the politics 
of inclusion of countries of Eastern Europe. 
 


Course Objectives: 
 
By the end of the course you will: 


 Have good knowledge of the structure and operation of European 
representative institutions 


 Have good knowledge of the structure of European Union institutions and 
European Union policies 


 Have good knowledge of the implications of different institutions for 
political and policy outcomes 


 Use your knowledge on institutions and their implications to think 
analytically on current European politics 
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 Use your knowledge on institutions and their implications to think critically 
on political and policy issues in European democracies 


 
 


Required textbooks: 


Markus M.L. Crepaz and Jurg Steiner. 2011. European Democracies. Seventh 
Edition. Longman 


John McCormick. 2011. European Union Politics. Palgrave Macmillan  


 
 


Evaluation Procedures 
 


Grade Categories Requirement Grade Weight 


Module One  5% 


Modules Four Modules (2, 3, 4, 5) 40% 


Quizzes Two Quizzes (8 & 9) 15% 


Library Assignment One Assessment 10% 


Research Paper See Module 6 30% 


 
 


 Grading information on the specific assignment will be provided in the 
assignment itself. 


 To complete the course you ought to complete all assignments.  


 The following plus/minus grading system will apply in this course. 
A = 93+, A- = 90-92, B+ = 88-89, B = 83-87, B- = 80-82, C+ = 78-79,  
C = 73-77, C- = 70-72, D+ = 68-69, D = 63-67, D- = 60-62,  
F= 59 or below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 







Class Schedule Summer 2012 


 


Week Topic Assignments 
 


May 14 Getting Started “Learning online”    
 
see Module 1 
 
Due: May 18, 11 PM 
 


May 21 
 


Political Parties 
 
 
Parliaments: How They 
are Elected and How 
They Work 
 
 
 


European Democracies: 
Chapters 2 & 3 
 
See Module 2: 
 


 Quiz 2 (Chapter 2) 


 Quiz 3 (Chapter 3) 


 On-line discussion 
 


Due: May 25, 11 PM 
 


May 28 Cabinet Formation and 
Heads of State 
 
 
Courts 
 
Federalism and 
Referenda 
 


European Democracies: 
Chapters 4, 5 & 6 
 
See Module 3: 
 


 Quiz 4 (Chapter 4) 


 Quiz 5 (Chapters  
5 & 6) 


 
Due:  June 1, 11 PM 
 
 
 
 


June 4 The State and Economic 
Interest Groups 
 
Policy Outcomes 


European Democracies: 
Chapters 8, 9 
 
See Module 4: 
 


 Quiz 6 (Chapters 8 
& 9) 


 On-line discussion 
 
 
Due: June 8, 11 PM 







 


June 11 Organizing a Postwar 
Europe 
 
Building a Single Market  
 
 
The Way to European 
Union 
 
To Lisbon and Beyond 
 
 
 
 
 


McC, Introduction, 
Chapters 4, 5, 6, 7 
 
See Module 5: 
 


 Quiz 7 (Chapters 
4, 5, 6 & 7) 


 On-line discussion 
 
Due: June 15, 11 PM 


June 18 EU Institutions 
 
Commission 
 
Councils 
 
Parliament 
 
Court of Justice 


McC, Chapters 10, 11, 12 
& 13 
 
Quiz 8 (Chapters 10, 11, 
12 & 13) 
 
Due: June 22, 11 PM 
 
 
 
 
 


June 25 
 


EU Policy 
 
Public Policy 
Economic Policy 
The Euro 
 
 


McC, Chapters 18, 19, 20 
 
Quiz 9 (Chapters 18, 19 
& 20) 
 
Due: June 29, 11 PM 
 
 


July 2 EU Policy  
 
Managing Resources 
Cohesion Policy 
 


McC, Chapters  21, 22 
 
See Module 6 


 5-6 page research 
paper 
 


Library Assignment  
(Due July 6, 11 PM) 
 


July 9 Research Paper Due July 13, 11 PM 







 
 








 
 


POS 3703 


Dr. Jonathan Knuckey 


Summer D 2012 


 


Instructor Contact: 


Instructor Dr. Jonathan Knuckey 


Office Phillips Hall 302L 


Office 


Hours 


By appointment. Generally, I will be happy to meet with students at a 


day/time that is most convenient with your schedule. 


E-Mail 


Use email in Webcourses. 


I will respond to all emails within 24 hours. I will not usually check email 


after 5.00pm, so plan accordingly if you have questions. 


 
 


 


Course Overview 


The majority of political scientists have adopted a method for studying political questions that differs from 


the approach taken by journalists, historians, and political commentators. They have adopted the 







scientific method, used in other disciplines such as biology, physics, chemistry and medical research. 


This means that political scientists, as well as other social scientists, use data -- quantifiable facts and 


figures -- to systematically test explanations of political phenomena. Much of the research in political 


science uses statistical tests to determine which explanations are best supported by the data. This 


course, however, is not a statistics course and you will not be expected to learn and memorize hellatious 


looking mathematical formulas!  


In order to assist political science majors in understanding and evaluating social science research, this 


course acquaints students with the scientific method; how the scientific method is applied to the social 


sciences; how social science research is designed; how data is collected; and how presentations of 


research findings are interpreted. This course seeks to develop basic analytic skills that students can also 


apply in a variety of career settings, and which are prized by many employers in both the public and 


private sectors. 


This course should be taken as early as possible since it helps students understand the reading materials 


in their upper-level classes; to research topics for term papers; to participate in the internship program; 


and to design an honors thesis.  


For many students, this will be an entirely different kind of course. Many good undergraduate courses 


require you to become knowledgeable about a field, such as Comparative Politics, Political Behavior, 


Public Policy, or International Relations. In this course, we are not focused on a particular field, but are 


more interested in understanding the methods that political scientists in all fields use to understand and 


build knowledge. Of course, new things can be both exciting and frightening. Any trepidation that you may 


have is best overcome by "feeling the fear, and doing it anyway." The excitement will come with the 


realization that this knowledge is empowering, in that rather than simply accepting the answers of 


"experts" to fundamental questions of politics you will learn how to critically evaluate previous answers 


offered by others, and most importantly will become a producer - not just a consumer - of research on 


politics. 


 


Course Requirements 


Requirements for a Web-Based Class 


This is a completely web-based class, and, consequently, requires a different approach in terms of 


requirements than a regular class. Most obviously, there will be no face-to-face meetings and no lectures. 







However, you should realize that a web-based class does not mean that you will be doing less work. 


Indeed, a web-based class will require that you take a much more active role in your education as 


compared to a regular face-to-face class. 


Generally I have found that students who do well in a web-based class are self-motivated and have 


usually received good grades (B or higher) in regular face-to-face classes. A web-based class does, 


however, provide you with some flexibility in that you are not required to be in a classroom two or three 


times a week at a specific time. 


My general rule of thumb is that you should devote 2 to 3 hours of study per course credit hour per week. 


As this is a three credit hour class you should plan on devoting 6 to 9 hours per week to this class. This 


involves reading, taking notes and doing assignments. I know you have other commitments—other 


classes, jobs and life—but managing your time is essential to doing well in any class, especially a web-


based class.  You will also find that much of the material in this class is about applying the material 


learned, rather than memorizing or looking things up.  Thus, to do well in the class you need to make an 


investment in it throughout the semester—not just the night before exams.  


 


Textbook: 


This course will use a single text, which is available from the university bookstore. You will need to have 


purchased the book by the end of the first week of classes. 


Michael K. LeRoy, Research Methods in Political Science: An Introduction Using Microcase. 8th Edition 


(Wadsworth, 2012). 


Make sure you buy the 8th edition as older editions of the book will not be of any use to you for this class. 


I would strongly recommend that you do not buy a used copy of this textbook, as the access code to 


download MicroCase will be useless. Also used copies of the textbook may have missing worksheets for 


the MicroCase exercises. 


Please note: I reserve the right to add, delete or change readings. I will, of course, give you advance 


notice of any such changes. 


 







Weekly Modules 


Requirements for each week of class will be detailed in modules that are accessed in Webcourses (Click 


on "Learning Modules"). I strongly recommend printing out the requirements for each module and making 


sure you note due dates for assignments.  


Each module will provide an overview to each specific topic, direct you to the required reading, and 


outline specific tasks, quizzes and assignments. These activities are designed to make sure that you 


have thought about the material covered in the module, and to provide practical applications of material 


you will have read in the textbook. 


As well as including assignment instructions, the module overview will often contain some suggestions 


and tips for the assignments. 


Module assignment due dates: 


Due dates for each part of a module can be found in each module. Modules will often have multiple due 


dates. The time that any assignment should be submitted on a particular day will always be 11.00pm. 


 


Exams 


There will be two exams given during the semester. All exams will be taken on-line in Webcourses. 


The exams are non-cumulative. Each exams will consist of objective-style questions, that may include 


multiple-choice, true-false and identification questions. There will also be analytical style question where 


you will be apply your knowledge about the course material. 


The Exams are scheduled as follows: 


 Midterm exam: must be completed by Tuesday, June 12th (11.00pm) 


 Final exam: must be completed by Friday, July 13th (11.00pm) 


Note: Exams will be available a couple of days prior to the dates noted above, so you will have some 


flexibility when you take the exam. However, once you begin the exam, it must then be completed within 


the allotted time period. 







I strongly recommend that you take the exam somewhere that has a reliable internet connection. If you 


know somewhere that is prone to internet connections being down then take the exam somewhere else.  


Important: You must take each exam. Failure to take any exam will mean you automatically receive a 


failing grade. 


 


Academic Dishonesty 


UCF faculty support the UCF creed. Integrity – practicing and defending academic and personal honesty 


– is the first tenet of the UCF Creed. This is in part a reflection of the second tenet, Scholarship: “I will 


cherish and honor learning as a fundamental purpose of membership in the UCF community.” Course 


assignments and tests are designed to have educational value; the process of preparing for and 


completing these exercises will help improve your skills and knowledge. Material presented to satisfy 


course requirements is therefore expected to be the result of your own original scholarly efforts. 


Violations of student academic behavior standards are outlined in The Golden Rule, the University of 


Central Florida’s Student Handbook. See https://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu for further details.  


Academic Dishonesty is defined as follows: 


1. Cheating, whereby non-permissible written, visual or oral assistance including that obtained from 


another student is utilized on examinations, course assignments or projects, is prohibited. The 


unauthorized possession or use of examination or course related material shall also constitute cheating.  


2. Plagiarism, whereby another’s work is deliberately used or appropriated without any indication of the 


source, thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s own, is prohibited. 


Any student failing to properly credit ideas or materials taken from another has plagiarized. 


Please note that any student who has assisted another in any of the aforementioned breach of standards 


shall be considered equally culpable. 


Students who attempt to obtain unearned academic credentials that do not reflect their skills and 


knowledge can also undermine the value of the UCF degrees earned by their more honest peers. Any 


form of academic dishonesty will result in you automatically failing the class and referred to the University 


authorities. Also, please remember that those caught cheating will have a notation made in their 
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University records that they have been found guilty of academic misconduct. This can and will keep you 


out of law school so do not be tempted to cheat in any way.  


 


Grades 


Please feel free to ask questions about assignments you receive back. Understanding the material is far 


more important than the grade itself, so please do read any comments I provide for assignments and 


exams. 


If you think you are struggling in class PLEASE come and talk to me as often as you like - never think you 


are being a pest!  


You will be able to access your grades in Webcourses (click on "My Grades"). Please make sure that 


grades entered here are correct. You should bring any discrepancies to my attention within a week of the 


grades being posted.  


Your final grade will be weighted as follows: 


 Exams 55% (Midterm Exam 25%, Final Exam 


30%)  


Weekly Modules 45% 


 


Grade boundaries are as follows: 


Grade  Percentage  


A (Excellent) 90-100 


B (Good) 80-89 







C (Average)  70-79  


D (Marginal 


pass) 


60-69 


F  Below 60  


At my discretion, I will uses a plus or minus to "tweak" grades that fall on the borderline between grades. I 


will take your overall performance in the class into consideration when doing so. 


If you believe that you have been unfairly graded, you must follow this procedure: 


1. Wait 24 hours after receiving the grade before contacting me. 


2. Provide a brief explanation in writing for why the grade you received was unfair. You will need to 


reference the specific questions on any quiz, assignment or exam. A general "I didn't like my grade" 


comment will not receive any review. 


Grade grievance procedures are outlined under the UCF Golden Rule 


For information purposes, when I taught this class last summer, the grade distribution was as follows: 7 


As, 7 Bs, 7 Cs, 1 D, 4 Fs (Note: all but one failing grade was as a result of students missing grading 


opportunities from on-line modules or not taking one or more exam!) 


 


Make-up Policy & Incompletes 


 Extensions and Make-up exams: The time and dates for all assignments and exams are fixed in 


krypton-coated granite encased in a hydrogen bomb-proof vault! In other words, an extension on an 


assignment, or make-up exam will only be given in the most exceptional circumstances that are 


beyond the control of a student.  


At the top of the list of unacceptable excuses for late-work are those related to computer problems. I 


will generally not accept “My hard-drive crashed.... I accidentally deleted the file.... My internet 


connection is down....Etc....” These are the “dog ate my homework” excuses of the “Technology 
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Age” and will not fly! It is your responsibility to secure ample time at a computer, make backups of 


your work, and generally plan ahead—do whatever it takes! 


From time to time the servers hosting Webcourses at UCF have been known to go down. If this 


happens UCF will normally post an annoncement and if this coincides with the time when an 


assignment or exam is due, I will make alternative arrangements. 


I do not consider vacations or other trips out of town (other than when the student is away from 


campus representing an official university function) to be exceptional circumstances. Of course, this 


is an on-line class, so as long as you have reliable internet access being out of town does not really 


present a problem.  


Any student missing an assignments, exam or any other work because of observance of religious 


holidays shall be given an opportunity during that semester to make up missed work. The make-up 


will apply to the religious holiday absence only. It shall be the responsibility of the student to notify 


the instructor no later than the end of the first week of class of his or her intention to participate in 


religious holidays which do not fall on state holidays or periods of class recess. This policy shall not 


apply in the event that administering the test or examination at an alternate time would impose an 


unavoidable hardship on the instructor or the university. 


 Incompletes: An incomplete standing will only be granted if requested in writing to me (an email or 


phone call is not acceptable). You must explain why you are requesting an incomplete standing and 


include, where appropriate, documentation that must be original and verifiable. An incomplete will 


only be granted if you have a passing grade in the class.  


Remember an incomplete grade is only reserved for when you have missed an assignment or exam 


for a legitimate reason but are otherwise passing the class. Incompletes are not given because you 


have achieved a low grade.  


 


Disability Statement 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all persons 


with disabilities. 


This syllabus is available in alternative formats upon request.  







No accommodations will be provided until the student has met with the professor to request 


accommodations. Students who need accommodations must be registered with Student Disability 


Services, Student Resource center Room 132, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-


2116, before requesting accommodations from me. 


 


Disclaimer 


I reserve the right to change, add or modify any part of the syllabus and course requirements. Of course, 


advance notice will be given of any such changes. 


 


 
 








POLITICAL SCIENCE 4284 
JUDICIAL PROCESS AND POLITICS 


  
Department of Political Science 
University of Central Florida 


  
Summer D 2012 


  
 


Professor: Dr. Drew Lanier                Office Hours: M-R, 09:30-11:00 
                         or by appointment 


Office: Phillips Hall 302   
Phone: (407) 823-3753 or 823-2608   
Email: drew.lanier@ucf.edu Credit Hours:  three (3) 


  "There is hardly a political question in the 
United States which does not sooner or later 
turn into a judicial one." 
  
Alexis de Tocqueville, Democracy in America 
(1848) 


  
  
            Tocqueville's observation remains apt today. Courts decide such issues as abortion, flag burning, death 
penalty, drug testing, criminal rights and free expression. The judiciary plays an important role in American 
life, making it an exciting branch of government to study. Witness the center-stage role that the Florida 
Supreme Court and the U.S. Supreme Court played in the Election 2000 controversy.   
  
            Judicial Process and Politics examines the role of the judiciary in American society. In this course, we 
will primarily be concerned with the process of law, rather than the product of legal processes. The law is not 
simply a collection of outcomes, policies, decisions and decrees. Law is also a method for transforming 
contentious issues into enforced solutions. But this process is far from simple or mechanical. Abstract rules 
and general principles provide some guidance in this transformation of contentiousness, but social norms, 
broader public understanding, and strategies of legal interpretation also play a role in this process. 
  
            A number of important questions will concern us throughout this course. Beyond understanding the 
mechanics of how courts function, the players who are involved and their role in society, we want to form 
opinions on how the judicial process ought to function. How should judges interpret decisions? How should the 
Supreme Court decide cases? If the current process is flawed, then what should replace it? 
  
            This course provides information so that students will be able to form their own informed responses 
to those questions. Political scientists often do not agree on how those queries should be answered; this 
course will present some of their theories. Then students will evaluate the merits of any particular answer 
compared to other possibilities. 
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 Requirements for a Web-Based Class 


  
This is a completely web-based class, and, consequently, requires a much different approach in terms 


of requirements than a wise student would undertake in a face-to-face class. Most obviously, there will be no 
face-to-face meetings and no lectures.  However, one should realize that a web-based class does not mean 
that you will be doing less work; indeed, a web-based class will require that a student take a much more active 
role in one’s education as compared to that level of effort traditionally exerted in a face-to-face class.  The 
web-based format will likely require approximately three times the effort that a student would on average 
expend in the face-to-face modality in the same course.   


  
Generally, I have found that students who do well in a web-based class are self-motivated and have 


usually earned good grades (B- or higher) in face-to-face classes. A web-based class does, however, provide 
students with some flexibility in that they are not required to be in a classroom two or three times a week at 
a specific time. As those who have taken a web-based course before may attest, this is one of the nice 
features of this type of class, and can make for a very rewarding learning experience. 
  


My general rule of thumb is that students devote at least five hours of study per course credit hour 
per week. As this is a three credit-hour class, wise students should plan on devoting exclusively 15 hours per 
week to this class at a minimum to this course alone. If a student does not reasonably think that he or she 
can honestly devote this time to class, that student likely will struggle to make a passing grade, especially in 
this class.  Past students have ignored my warning here to their own detriment.  
  
• Online Learning Orientation 


  
If you are new to or unfamiliar with online courses, I STRONGLY encourage you to complete the online 


learning student-orientation, available within the Webcourse site, mentioned below. It will answer many of the 
fundamental questions you may have about how the course will, generally, function and how to locate answers 
to issues that may occur during the course of the term.   
  
[Portions of the above section were adapted from Dr. Jonathan Knuckey’s (Department of Political Science, 
UCF) online Scope and Methods of Political Science (POS 3703) syllabus.] 
  
• Web Resources 
  
WebCourse Site (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/webct/logon/14561396366101) 
  
The Course has a WebCourse site associated with it. It is an innovative technology that allows the students to 
interact with each other, post messages to a common bulletin board, take anonymous surveys, complete exams, 
and many other tasks that facilitate comprehension of the course material and collaborative learning among 
the course's students in a student-centered context. This site, however, is a password-protected domain. This 
is the main site through which we will communicate and facilitate the course delivery.   
  
Publisher’s Companion Website for Neubauer and Meinhold (http://www.wadsworth.com/cgi-
wadsworth/course_products_wp.pl?fid=M20bI&flag=instructor&product_isbn_issn=9780495009948&disciplin
e_number=20) 
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http://www.wadsworth.com/cgi-wadsworth/course_products_wp.pl?fid=M20bI&flag=instructor&product_isbn_issn=9780495009948&discipline_number=20

http://www.wadsworth.com/cgi-wadsworth/course_products_wp.pl?fid=M20bI&flag=instructor&product_isbn_issn=9780495009948&discipline_number=20

http://www.wadsworth.com/cgi-wadsworth/course_products_wp.pl?fid=M20bI&flag=instructor&product_isbn_issn=9780495009948&discipline_number=20





POS 4284 – Syllabus – Page 3 
 
Cengage, the publisher of Neuabuer and Meinhold’s text, maintains a companion website that has many 
resources available to viewers, which may of value to you. 
  
Meinhold’s Companion Website 
(http://people.uncw.edu/meinholds/lawcourtsandpolitics/Undergraduate%20Resources/Undergraduate%20Re
sources.htm)  
  
Dr. Meinhold also maintains a website containing resources for undergraduate students. It too may be helpful 
to you as you navigate through the course.  
  
• Course Goals 
  
The most fundamental goal of this course is to enhance and improve your critical thinking skills. The 
ability to critically analyze concepts or programs and then present your conclusions and criticisms well will be 
one of the most valuable skills you learn at the University. The subject matter on which you will practice these 
critical thinking skills will be the judicial process.  You will also develop affective and task skills in this course.  
In order to effectively develop your analytic abilities, you will find that you need a great deal of specific 
knowledge about the judiciary. This course will fill that gap. Specifically, you should learn the following from 
this course: 
  


• How various actors interact in the legal process, including jurors, lawyers, lower court and appellate 
judges and various interest groups. 
  


• How the U.S. Supreme Court makes decisions, beginning from the certiorari process and continuing 
to the final decision.  


  
• Finally, students will gain an awareness of the pervasiveness of politics, as we will come to know it, 


even in the judicial branch.  
  


BOOKS 
  


• Required Books 
  


• American Political Science Association, Committee on Publications.  2006.  Style Manual for Political 
Science.  Rev. ed.  Washington, DC:  APSA (ISBN 1-87814-733-1) (available at 
http://www.apsanet.org).   NOTE:  THIS TITLE MAY BE OUT OF PRINT BUT IT IS AVAILABLE 
ONLINE AND IN THE UCF LIBRARY. 


  
• Kirszner, Laurie G., and Stephen R. Mandell.  2010.  The Brief Wadsworth Handbook.  6th ed. Boston:  


Thomson/Wadsworth (ISBN 978-1-4282-3142-9). 
  
• Neubauer, David W., and Stephen S. Meinhold.  2012. Judicial Process: Law, Courts, and Politics in the 


United States.  6th ed. Belmont, CA:  Thomson/Wadsworth (ISBN 978-1-111-35756-6). [hereafter 
“N&M”]. 


  



http://people.uncw.edu/meinholds/lawcourtsandpolitics/Undergraduate%20Resources/Undergraduate%20Resources.htm

http://people.uncw.edu/meinholds/lawcourtsandpolitics/Undergraduate%20Resources/Undergraduate%20Resources.htm

http://www.apsanet.org/
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• Stern, Gerald M. 2008. The Buffalo Creek Disaster. 2d ed. New York: Vintage Books (ISBN 978-0-307-
38849-0). 


  
• Turow, Scott.  2010.  One L: The Turbulent True Story of a First Year at Harvard Law School.  New 


York: Penguin (ISBN 978-0-14-311902-9). 
  


• Technological Requirements 
  


This course is a completely online course. Hence, it imposes on students the heavy responsibility and 
obligation to anticipate problems that, all too often, haunt humans’ use of technology.  Namely, computers 
know when a deadline is approaching and will fail to function as the user wants at the most critical time, 
causing untold woe and trauma.  Read and understand the technical requirements mentioned in the online 
learning module referenced above.   


  
Thus, students must, as a course requirement, take steps to prevent any technological or other 


problems from obstructing their completing the course exams during the period when it is available.  These 
steps include, but are not limited to, the following: 


  
• Disable the call-waiting feature on one’s home telephone line.  If students do not do so before 


their beginning an online exam, they likely will lose the connection with UCF’s server and, thus, not be 
able to re-access the exam.  See above warning about my re-opening exams for students who 
encounter technological problems. 


  
• Ensure that anti-virus software has been installed and is regularly updated.  If I receive any 


document containing a virus, I will deduct 10% from the assignment’s final grade. If I receive a 
virus-infected assignment from the same student for a second time any time during the term, I will 
reduce that student’s final course grade by a full letter grade (e.g., from A- to B-). If I receive a 
third virus-infected assignment, the student will fail the course automatically. 


  
• Enable pop-ups from the course WebCourse site.  This will allow you to have full functionality in 


the course.  Do not disable the pop-up block entirely as you will need to be shielded from those 
intrusions while navigating in other sites.   


 
• Online Exams:  the exams in this course are administered entirely online.  As you will have limited 


time to complete the exam, I strongly encourage you to plan to take the exam from an on-campus 
location, if at all possible, as this will decrease the wait time that you experience as you load and 
save your answers.  Otherwise, your exam time will be consumed, to some extent, by the lag time 
needed for the questions and answers to load and save.   


 
• Technical Assistance:  with an entirely online course, there are inevitable technological problems 


that usually occur at the last minute (hint:  don’t wait to the last minute).  If such problems occur, 
the professor is not your point of contact.  Rather, students should contact Online@UCF Support at 
(407)823-3808 or submit a question via http://learn.ucf.edu/support/get-help.  There are as well 
many self-help online course resources on the Learning Online Website. 


 
 



http://learn.ucf.edu/support/get-help/

http://learn.ucf.edu/
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• Skype Availability 


 
I have a Skype account and am able to meet with you via video during the above-referenced office 


hours or by appointment to discuss course-related measures.  My Skype account name is drew.lanier. 
  


GRADING 
  
Exams (60%—three exams @ 20%—of final grade) 
  


Each of the three exams in the course is worth 100 points. Although they are each non-comprehensive, 
they will be composed entirely of very challenging multiple choice items.  They will seek to test your 
understanding of both factual and conceptual ideas and your relative analytical and synthetic skills.  They do 
not emphasize rote memorization of facts. Rather, they test students’ ability to analytically address each 
question and conceptual understanding of course concepts and ideas.   


  
As this is an online course, all exams will be administered through the Assessment function of the 


WebCourse site associated with the course. There will be a very narrow window open during which students 
must complete the exam.  Accordingly, students should anticipate any problems that they may foresee in 
completing the exam within that time frame.  Once you open an exam, you will have a maximum of 75 minutes 
to finish it.  If you begin it within 75 minutes of the posted closing time for the exam window, you will have 
less than that amount of time to complete the test.  I will re-open the exam window only under the most 
extreme (i.e., truly emergency, Act of God) circumstances.  Such circumstances do NOT include weddings, 
cruises, “road trips,” and so forth. 


  
Course Content Modules (35% of final grade) 
  


Because this is a complete online class, a substantial part of students’ earned final course grades will 
be determined by the timely completion of specific content modules.  There will be one module due per week, 
on average, that ties in with that week’s topics.  The modules will often provide a brief overview of the topic, 
list the required reading, and outline specific tasks and assignments. These can involve researching a certain 
topic, discussing and debating issues through forum postings and, sometimes, the completion of specific 
internet assignments.  These assignments are designed to make you more familiar with the Internet and the 
sites relevant to the study of the American judiciary.  


  
As there are no formal face-to-face classes, it is incumbent on you to keep up with the readings, 


assignments and the pace of the course.  Getting behind the current schedule of the course is dangerous to 
your final course grade.  The modules are listed in the WebCourse site for the course.  Together, they will be 
averaged into 35% of your final course grade.  Grades for each module will appear in the MyGrades section of 
the WebCourse site.  Students may discuss the graded module assignments with me during office hours 
(either by phone or in person).   
  


Some modules have multiple due dates for subparts of the module.  The syllabus lists the FINAL 
DUE DATE for the Module – not its first.  Plan accordingly. 


 
  I WILL NOT accept late modules.  Computers and servers always seem to know when humans are 
working on a last-minute deadline and they take maniacal pleasure in crashing and not allowing you access to 
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websites when the clock is approaching the deadline.  The point (again):  start the module assignments early in 
case there are problems.  If you come to me with an exotic tale of woe, I will nod relatively sympathetically 
but point to this warning.   


 
The following rules apply to the Content Modules: 


  
• Any module, or part thereof, submitted after the due date/time will not be graded.  The usual 


deadline time is 11:57 pm (23:57). 
  
• Students MAY NOT makeup late modules, as such assignments require an ongoing, dynamic discussion 


among the students across the term that cannot be later replicated.   
  


A portion of the Modules includes the completion of anonymous Surveys that require you to answer two 
questions about the material covered within that Module:  what is the most important issue or concept 
addressed?; and, what is the topic or concept that bears further discussion? Completion of the Surveys earns 
you the appropriate number of points announced in each of the Modules of which they comprise a part. 


  
The following are regulations regarding the Surveys that must be followed: 


  
• The survey responses are anonymous in that I know who has submitted responses to the survey, but I 


do not know whose responses are whose.  Accordingly, be honest and forthcoming in your responses 
as they are designed to deepen your understanding of the course content and its significance.   


  
• After the due date for the Surveys has passed, I will collate and collect the most pertinent and 


relevant questions and post answers to them, in the Discussion Area, for the entire class to read and 
consider. They are good ways to prepare for the exams, and not “busy work.”  Use them for your 
benefit.  Ignore them at your own peril. 
  


• Once the deadline for the Surveys has passed, I will reset the Survey so that students may then 
answer for the next module’s topic.  If you have already answered the Survey prior to my doing so, 
however, WebCourses will not allow you to resubmit the Survey. 
  


• Do NOT send blank responses through for the Survey. Repeated violation of this rule will result in 
the entire class’s being required to send survey responses to me through my UCF email account.  Past 
classes have, sadly, tested me on this requirement. Please do not make me implement this requirement. 


  
• Failing to complete even a small number of the Surveys will negatively affect your final course grade. 


  
Do not put the Modules off until the last minute. You should do them as they are assigned, since you 


cannot control for the internet being down, or the site that you must access being temporarily unavailable. I 
will have little sympathy for you if this circumstance befalls you and you are unable to turn-in your 
assignment.  Assignments do not count until they are RECEIVED, not sent.  See above warning about 
anticipating technological problems. I customarily send a brief email message indicating its receipt if you 
submit it to me via email. IF YOU DO NOT RECEIVE SUCH A MESSAGE, THE ASSIGNMENT HAS NOT 
BEEN RECEIVED AND YOU WILL NOT RECEIVE FULL CREDIT FOR THE ASSIGNMENT.  In that case, 
contact me by other means (such as the telephone) to determine if I have received the assignment. If not, 
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resubmit it ASAP.  Thus:  DO NOT WAIT UNTIL THE LAST MINUTE TO COMPLETE YOUR 
ASSIGNMENT.   


  
If you come to me with an exotic tale of woe about your not having turned in your assignment on time, I 


will nod relatively sympathetically and point to this warning.  If you submit the assignment through the 
Assignment Function in WebCourses AND you receive confirmation of its receipt safely there, you may rest 
assured that it has been properly received. 
  


Furthermore, note the following rules regarding the Modules, some of which require a written product 
submitted to me: 
  


• You may NOT use Wikipedia (or its variants) as any source in your internet assignments. Doing so will 
substantially reduce your grade, even to an “F.”  One of the early modules to be completed in the 
course will introduce you to ways to evaluate websites properly.  
  


• You must follow APSA style when composing your internet assignments. Failure to do so will result in 
at least one letter grade reduction of the grade earned. 
  


• Double space between paragraphs, even in a document that is otherwise single-spaced. 
  


• Provide in-text citations to the SPECIFIC SOURCE FROM WHICH YOU ARE TAKING THE 
INFORMATION.  Otherwise, the reader does not know to what source you attribute your 
information.  Failure to do so will result in a least a one letter grade reduction in the grade earned. See 
the APSA Style Manual for examples.  
  


• Case names must be italicized as per the APSA Style Manual. 
  


• Attaching printouts to a module’s assignment does not magically satisfy the cite and reference 
requirements of APSA style.   


 
• Assignments containing more than five spelling errors will automatically earn a score of zero.  Multiple 


misspellings of the same word will count the number of times that the word is not correctly spelled, 
rather than simply once.  Note that prior students’ failing to heed this requirement has caused them 
great misery.  Spelling counts.   
 


• Insure that your name appears on each and every assignment.  Even though you may upload the 
assignment to the Assignment link or to Webcourses, PLEASE put your name on the assignment 
itself as I download the assignments and grade them in hard copy.  It makes it very difficult to 
grade and assign a score for an assignment whose author is unknown. Those assignments not 
bearing the student author’s name will be penalized by one letter grade. 
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Course Point Allocation 
  


COMPONENT WEIGHT 
Exam I 20%   
Exam II 20%   
Exam III  20%   
Content Modules 35%   
Surveys and 
Discussion Board 


5%   


TOTAL 100%   
  
Grading Scale (Aggregate Earned Percentage) 
  
 


GRADE PERCENTAGE 


A 94-100 


A- 93-90 


B+ 89-87 
B 86-84 


B- 80-83 


C+ 79-77 


C 74-76 
C- 70-73 


D+ 69-67 


D 66-64 


D- 60-63 
F 59 or less 


 
 Best Allies 
  


The professor is not your friend.  He cannot be your friend, as he is charged with the weighty 
responsibility of assessing your understanding of the course material and work in an objective manner.  He 
may act in a courteous, kind and helpful manner, but do not mistake that for friendship. 


  
You will find that your colleagues have similar backgrounds and experiences and that they can be your best 
allies in making it through this course, just as you will discover in later life and, possibly, in law school.   
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COURSE POLICIES 
 (aka My Pet Peeves) 


  
There are several points you should note.  
  
No Excuses 
  
First, this class operates under a "No-Excuse" policy. It is incumbent upon you to be responsible for the 
assignments given. If fail to log in to the course, you NEED NOT inform me about it.  If you do inform me 
of your impending absence, you are NOT thereby immunized from the terms of the syllabus.  Because this 
course is an upper division class and one delivered completed online, you will quickly learn that if you intend 
to pass, you should plan on logging in regularly, keeping up with and completing the assignments as they are 
given and, especially, asking questions when, reasonably, you have them. 


  
Accommodations for Physically Challenged Students 


  
Second, if you are physically challenged, every attempt is made to accommodate your learning needs. Notify 
Student Disability Services (FC 185, 407-823-2371) by the end of the first week of class so that we can 
make appropriate arrangements. This class operates in accordance with the Office of Student Disability 
Services here at the University and federal guidelines governing the Americans with Disabilities Act 
(1990). 


  
Plagiarism and Cheating: Don’t Let it Happen to You! 


  
Third, please consult the policy regarding plagiarism and cheating which is attached at the end of this 
document. Each of you must review the University policy on the penalties for plagiarism.   The Golden Rule 
explains this in more detail:  
http://regulations.ucf.edu/~regs/pdf/notices/5.015StuAcademicBehaviorStandards_newJul09_000.pdf.  
  
Almost every semester, one or more students, unfortunately, wrongfully appropriates the published work of 
someone else, and I have had the unfortunate responsibility of failing those students and seeking 
disciplinary action against them. You are on notice that I have failed students because they decided to risk 
their academic careers by choosing the easy way out. I can assure you that it is not.   


  
Caveat Emptor 
  
Fourth, this is an upper division course with correspondent responsibilities for you. I expect that you will 
devote at least fifteen (15) hours per week studying, reading, and meeting with other students to discuss 
and review the course material.  This is a difficult course.  


  
Conceptual Understanding Key 
  
Fifth, class topics are best understood at the conceptual and/or abstract level.  Read the course material 
AND THINK ABOUT ITS IMPLICATIONS. You will quickly learn that one of my favorite questions is, 
"what does that mean?." You are expected to read and prepare for course discussions. I assume that the 



http://regulations.ucf.edu/~regs/pdf/notices/5.015StuAcademicBehaviorStandards_newJul09_000.pdf
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reading will be completed by the associated assignment’s due date and time. LEARN TO PACE YOURSELF 
ACCORDINGLY!  


  
Online Decorum:  Course Protocols 


  
As this is a fully online course, there are certain rules and regulations that make the course and our 
asynchronous communication go more smoothly.  Do not say or do anything that would otherwise do in a 
face-to-face context.  In short, treat others as you would like to be treated, as you may have been taught 
previously.   
  
Moreover, as many of you have aspirations of attending law school, now is the time to begin to adopt the 
canons and traditions of the learned profession of the law, one profoundly steeped in tradition and 
history:  how would you act in a court of law? Act in a disruptive manner? Post rude and discourteous 
messages to a court-run blog? File documents or submit reports late?  
  
More specific requirements are listed in the Course Protocols available in the WebCourse site. 


  
Word Processing Required 


  
Seventh, as this is a fully online course, all assignments must be word processed, including internet 
assignments. You should allocate enough time for printer cartridges to run dry and dogs to eat papers and 
computer disks! You laugh, but trust me: I have heard every excuse in the book! Again, late assignments 
are NOT accepted. “Late” means ANY time after the due date and time for the assignment—even if that is 
one minute past the deadline. 


  
Duplicates of Assignments 


  
Eighth, while I have never lost an assignment, I require that you retain copies of all work submitted to me 
in the unlikely event that something should happen. In the event that I should need a copy of the 
assignment, and you are not able to provide it, you will not receive credit. Even after I have returned 
materials to you, please hold on to the work until after you have received your grade from the Registrar. 
This protects you from any possibility that you might receive an erroneous grade. 
  
Technological Tools 


  
Ninth, I require that everyone learn how to use e-mail and the technological tools associated with the 
course. They can facilitate your comprehension of the course material. I have found that this encourages 
students to communicate with me about questions you may have regarding the material discussed in class. 
You are responsible for any assignments or other information that I distribute on the course’s associated 
web sites or via email.  


  
If you already have an e-mail account (either through the University or a commercial server), please do not 
sign-up for an additional account. You should check your email on a regular basis as I post any changes about 
class assignments to your account and/or to the course-associated web site. Beginning with the Fall 2009 
semester, all students are REQUIRED to obtain a Knights Email address and use it for course-related 
communications.  I am required to send such information to that address alone.   
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If your email address changes during the semester, you MUST NOTIFY ME of the new address, so 
that I may then direct any communications to that address.  This is a course requirement.   
 
 Time-Sensitive Communications and Assignments 


  
In past semesters, some students have had difficulty submitting assignments to me by the due date and 
time.  This difficulty arises, in part, from their undue reliance on fragile and potentially unreliable email 
programs and other technologies beyond their control (such as AOL).   
  
Accordingly, for time-sensitive communications, send me a message through the WebCourse Mail tool, 
contact me on the telephone, or, most unconventionally of all, see me in person during office hours.   


  
Syllabus NOT a Contract 


  
Finally, this syllabus is not deemed to be a contract. I reserve the right to change any of the exam times or 
assignments by providing you with a forty-eight hour (48 hr.) notice of such changes. Such changes are 
either announced on Webcourses, or sent via Mail message, or both. Therefore, you are responsible for any 
changes that may occur during the course of the session.   
  
If you fail to log in to the course for several days, you should check with your fellow students to determine 
what you have missed. As such, your virtual absence is not deemed a sufficient excuse as to why work is 
incomplete.  
  
In the event that the University administration closes school for any reason (e.g., hurricane), any 
assignments or examinations that were scheduled on the days during which the University is officially 
closed will be due by 9:00 am on the next business day when the University resumes operations. 
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COURSE SCHEDULE, TOPICS AND ASSIGNMENTS 
  


N&M =   Neubauer, David W., and Stephen S. Meinhold.  2012. Judicial Process: Law, Courts, and Politics in the United States.  6th ed. Belmont, 
CA:  Thomson/Wadsworth (ISBN 978-1-111-35756-6). 


Stern =  Stern, Gerald M. 2008. The Buffalo Creek Disaster. 2d ed. New York: Vintage Books (ISBN 978-0-307-38849-0). 
Turow = Turow, Scott.  2010.  One L: The Turbulent True Story of a First Year at Harvard Law School.  New York: Penguin (ISBN 978-0-14- 
       311902-9). 
Reserve = Items designated as Reserve are available under the WebCourse Discussion Topic “Reserve Readings.” You will need the Adobe Reader 


(http://www.adobe.com) to view these readings. 
  


Projected Date Topic Readings Assignment 
Week 1:  May 14-20 
                        


Course requirements 
Evaluating Websites 
The Structure of American Law 
   and the American Court  
   System 
Judicial Federalism - The  
   Federal Courts 


Syllabus and attachments 
N&M, Chapts. 1, 2 and 3 
  


Module 1:  Getting Started (due by Wed., 
May 16 by 23:57)  
 
Module 2:  Evaluating Websites (due by 
Fri., May 18 by 23:57) 
  
 


Week 2:  May 21-27 Judicial Federalism – The  
   State Courts 
The Players in the Judicial  
   Process 


N&M, Chapts. 4 and 5 
Stern, pp. 1-45 
Turow, 1-51 


Module 3:  Courts as Political Institutions 
(due by Mon., May 21 by 23:57) 
 
Module 4:  Courts in the Federal 
Constitutional Republic (due by Thurs., 
May 24 by 23:57) 


Week 3:  May 28 – June 3 The Players in the Judicial  
   Process (continued) 
The Impact of the Selection  
   Process 


N&M, Chapts. 6 and 7  
Stern, pp. 46-90 
Turow, 51-119 


Module 5:  Judicial Selection:  The Players 
and Dynamics (due by Mon., May 28 by 
23:57) 
 
TEST I (to be completed by Sunday, June 
3 by 23:57; window will open at noon on 
Sat., June 2. Plan accordingly) 


Week 4:  June 4-10 Trial Court Policy-Making:  
   The Criminal Process 
The Police 


N&M, Chapts. 8 and 9 
N&M, Chapts. 10 and 11 
 


Module 6:  Trial Courts, Criminal 
Defendants and the Police (due by Mon., 
June 4 by 23:57) 



http://www.adobe.com/
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Trial Court Policy-Making: 
   The Civil Process 


   
Module 7:  Civil Procedure (due by Thurs., 
June 7 by 23:57)  
  


Week 5:  June 11-17  Trials: Lawyers, Judges and 
Juries 


N&M, Chapt. 12 
Finish Stern 


Module 8:  Civil Remedies (due by Thurs., 
June 14 by 23:57) 
 


Week 6:  June 18-24 Legal Ethics (Not an Oxymoron) 
Law School—The Crucible 
Legal Profession 


Finish Turow 
Curtis and Frank (Reserve) 


Module 9: The Paper Chase (due by Mon., 
June 18 by 23:57) 
 
Test II (to be completed by Sunday, June 
24 by 23:57; window will open at noon on 
Sat., June 23. Plan accordingly) 


Week 7:  June 25-July 1 The Appellate Process 
United States Supreme Court  
   Agenda-Setting 
Legal and Behavioral Models of  
   Supreme Court  Decision- 
   Making 
  


N&M, Chapts. 13 and 14 
Pacelle (Reserve)  
Spaeth (Reserve) 
Kozinski (Reserve) 


Module 10:  Deciding What to 
Decide:  Supreme Court Case Selection (due 
by Mon., June 25 by 23:57) 
 
Module 11:  Attitudinal and Legal Models of 
Judicial Behavior (due by Thurs., June 28 
by 23:57) 
  


Week 8:  July 2-8 Do Courts Make A Difference?: 
   Impact and Implementation 
Reform and Evaluation 


N&M, Chapt. 15 
Rehnquist (Reserve) 
Stevens (Reserve) 
Harlan (Reserve) 
N&M, Epilogue (Reserve) 


Module 12:  U.S. Supreme Court Decision-
Making (due by Mon., July 2 by 23:57) 
 
Module 13:  The Importance of Courts (due 
by Thurs., July 5 by 23:57) 


Week 9:  July 9-13 Summary and Conclusions 
Online Course Evaluation 
(available through my.ucf.edu) 


  Test III (to be completed by Thursday, 
July 12 by 23:57; window will open at noon 
on Wed., July 11. Plan accordingly.  NOTE:  
THIS IS A DIFFERENT SCHEDULE 
THAN THE USUAL SAT.-SUN. 
SCHEDULE OF PRIOR EXAMS) 
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Policy on Cheating and Plagiarism 
  


The Golden Rule: A Handbook for Students (University of Central Florida) defines academic dishonesty as 
including cheating and plagiarism. Cheating is defined as "unauthorized assistance; communication to another 
through written, visual or oral means. The presentation of material which has not been studied/learned, but 
obtained through someone else’s efforts and used as part of an examination, course assignment or project 
constitutes a violation. The unauthorized possession or use of examination or course related material may also 
constitute cheating" (p. 6).  
  
Plagiarism is defined as the deliberate use of another’s work, whether directly quoted or paraphrased, 
"without any indication of source, thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s 
own. Any student failing to properly credit ideas or materials taken from another is plagiarizing. Any student 
who knowingly helps another violate academic behavior standards is also in violation of the standards (p.6-7)".   
  
The current version of the Golden Rule may be located by navigating to http://www.ucf.edu/goldenrule/.  You 
are responsible for knowing it and abiding by it in ALL of the elements of this course.  
  
Normally, the penalty for a violation of this policy is an "F" in the course.      
  


Statement of ADA Compliance 
  
I cooperate with the Student Disability Services office to make reasonable accommodations for qualified 
students with disabilities. Please present your written accommodation request on or before the sixth class day 
(beginning of the second week of classes) to SDS. 
  
[Portions of this policy were adapted from the University of North Texas Department of Political Science 
Policy on Cheating and Plagiarism] 
  


Notice of Use of Turnitin.com 
  
In this course, I may utilize turnitin.com, an automated system that instructors may use to quickly and easily 
compare each student’s written assignment with billions of websites, as well an enormous database of student 
papers that grows with each student submission.  Accordingly, student assignments may be subject to this 
additional check.  After the assignment is processed, I receive a report from turnitin.com that states if and 
how another person’s work was used in the assignment.  For more detailed information about this process, visit 
http://www.turnitin.com.  
  
[Portions of this policy were adapted from “Sample Wording for Syllabus,” UCF Office of Student Rights and 
Responsibilities, Patricia A. MacKown, Director]. 
  



http://www.ucf.edu/goldenrule/

http://www.turnitin.com/
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POS3703 – Summer, 2012 


 


Introduction to Political Science Research Methods 


 


MoTuWeTh 10:00AM - 11:50AM 
 


Instructor: Quan Li 


Office: Philips Hall, Room 302 


Phone: (407) 823-5093 


Email: Webcourses Email 


Office Hours: Monday, Wednesday 1:00-2:30 P.M., or by appointment 


 


 


 
 


Course Description 


 
This is an introductory course on political science research methods. We will survey a 


variety of research methods employed by social scientists in general and political 


scientists in particular. Topics covered in this course include research design, 


measurement and sampling techniques, and how to conduct qualitative and quantitative 


analyses. My hope is that after this class you will begin to critically assess social science 


research because STATISTICS CAN LIE.  


 


 


Required Texts 
 


 
Pollock, Philip H. III. 2012. The Essentials of Political Analysis. 4th ed. Washington 


D.C: CQ Press. 


 


Pollock, Philip H. III. 2010. A Stata Companion to Political Analysis. 2
nd


 ed. Washington 


D.C.: CQ Press. 
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Class Rules and Regulations 


 


 


Attendance Policy 


 
Attendance is not mandatory for this class. When you come to class I expect you to at 


least appear to be paying attention. There will be no reading the newspaper, magazines or 


other material, listening to a CD player or talking to other students. All material, other 


than the class material, should be out of sight when class starts and all personal 


conversations will stop. I will ask you to leave if you cannot follow the rules. 


 


Examinations and Assignments 


 


In-Class Exams 


 
There will be Two in-class exam for this course. They may contain multiple choice and 


short answer questions. I will provide further details when we approach the first exam. 


 


Make-up exams will ONLY be given for EXCUSED ABSENCE. If the absence occurs 


the same day as a scheduled exam or other graded procedure, you need to notify me or 


the department by the end of the FIRST working day of your return to ensure full rights. 


You are responsible for providing satisfactory evidence to me within one week of your 


return to substantiate the reason for the absence. I do not accept photocopies of 


documents. All make-up exams must be completed by the end of the SECOND working 


day of your return to class. I may give entirely essay exams as necessary. 


 


Homework Assignments  
 


There will be a total of 10 homework assignments. You will need access to STATA for 


homework assignments. All assignments will be submitted online via Webcourses. 


 


DO NOT MISS THE DEADLINE. I DO NOT ACCEPT LATE HOMEWORK! 


 


Extra Credit 
 


I will randomly take attendance 5 times. You will receive a total of 2 bonus points if you 


are present during ALL of these times.  If you are present 4 out of 5 times, you will 


receive only 1 bonus point, unless the absence if university excused.  In other words, 


there will be no bonus points given for more than one unexcused absence. A university 


excused absence will not be counted against you. 
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Academic Dishonesty  


 
Students who plagiarize or cheat will receive an “F.” A clear definition of academic 


dishonesty and university procedures for responding to such misconduct can be found in 


the Golden Rule (see http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/). 


  


Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Policy Statement  
  


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations 


for all persons with disabilities.  This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon 


request.  Students with disabilities who need accommodations in this course must contact 


the professor at the beginning of the semester to discuss needed accommodations.  No 


accommodations will be provided until the student has met with the professor to request 


accommodations.  Students who need accommodations must be registered with Student 


Disability Services, Student Resource Center Room 132, phone (407) 823-2371, 


TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting accommodations from the 


professor. 


 


Copyright 


 
The handouts used in this course are copyrighted.  By “handouts,” I mean all materials 


generated for this class, which include but are not limited to syllabi, power-point, quizzes, 


exams, lab problems, in-class materials review sheets, and additional problem sets.  


Because these are copyrighted, you do not have the right to copy and distribute the 


handouts, unless I expressly grant permission. 


 


 


 Grading Criteria 


 
Your final course grade will consist of three components: 


 


Homework     30% 


First Exam      30%  


Final Exam      40% 


 


Letter grades assigned at final time will reflect the following numeric grades: 



http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/
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Numerical  


Grade 


University 


Standard 


Letter 


Grade 


89.5-100 Excellent A 


79.5-89.4 Good B 


69.5-79.4 Satisfactory C 


59.5-69.4 Passing D 


Below 


59.4 


Failing F 


 


Calculation of the final course grade will use the following procedure: 


 


Grade of homework                         x  . 50         = weighted grade 


Grade of first exam                          x  . 20         = weighted grade 


Grade of final exam                         x  . 30         =  weighted grade    


Preliminary course grade                                    =  total of weighted grades 


            


 Adjustment for extra credit       


      


   Final Course Grade = Preliminary grade after adjustment 


 


 


Grade Distribution 


 
Grades for this class are available only through Webcourses. For instruction of accessing 


WebCT, see https://myucfgrades.ucf.edu/help/.  


 


DO NOT NEGOTIATE YOUR GRADES. If you are concerned about your performance, 


grades after the first exam, schedule an appointment with me as early as possible -- not a 


week before the final exam. I may be able to help you to do better for the rest of the class. 


Remember, the longer you wait, the less I can do to help you. 


 


Disclaimer 


 


This syllabus is subject to change at the instructor’s discretion when necessary.



https://myucfgrades.ucf.edu/help/





 5 


 


Reading and Assignment Schedule 


 
I expect reading assignments to be completed before the class in which they will be 


discussed.  


 


 


Week 1 


May 14 Course Introduction  


May 15   Pollock, Chapter 1 


May 16   Pollock, Chapter 2 


May 17   Lab 1, Pollock Stata Companion Chapter 1  


    Homework #1 


Week 2 


May 21   Pollock, Chapter 3 


May 22   Pollock, Chapter 3 


May 23   Lab 2, Pollock Stata Companion Chapter 3  


    Homework #1 due 


    Homework #2 


May 24   Pollock, Chapter 4 


Week 3 


May 28   Pollock, Chapter 4 


May 29   Lab 3, Pollock Stata Companion Chapter 2  


Homework #2 due 


Homework #3 


May 30    Pollock, Chapter 5 


May 31   Lab 4, Pollock Stata Companion Chapter 4  


    Homework #3 due 


    Homework #4 


Week 4 


June 4    First Exam 


June 5    Pollock, Chapter 6 


June 6    Lab 5, Pollock Stata Companion Chapter 5  


    Homework #4 due 


    Homework #5 


June 7    Pollock, Chapter 7 


Week 5 


June 11   Pollock, Chapter 7 


June 12   Lab 6, Pollock Stata Companion Chapter 6 


    Homework #5 due 







 6 


    Homework #6 


June 13   Pollock, Chapter 8 


June 14   Pollock, Chapter 8  


Week 6 


June 18   Lab 7, Pollock Stata Companion Chapter 7  


    Homework #6 due 


    Homework #7 


 


June 19    Pollock, Chapter 9 


Lab 8, Pollock Stata Companion Chapter 8  


    Homework #7 due 


    Homework #8 


June 20    Pollock, Chapter 9 


Lab 10, Pollock Stata Companion Chapter 9  


    Homework #8 due  


Homework #10 


June 21   Final 


    Homework #10 due 


 


Final Exam 


 
June 21, 10:00-11:50 A.M. 
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POS 6746—Summer 2012 
 Quantitative Methods in Political Research 


 
Wednesday, 6:00-8:50 


 
Instructor: Quan Li 
Office: Phillips Hall, Room 302M 
Phone: (407) 823-5093 
Email: quanli@mail.ucf.edu 
Office Hours: W 1:00-2:30 P.M., or by appointment 
 


Introduction 
 


The purpose of this seminar is to introduce you to linear regression with a focus 
on its statistical properties and application using Stata and R. If time permits, we 
may also cover logit/probit analysis, which is commonly used in political science 
research.  
 


Required Text 
 
Wooldridge, Jeffrey M. 2008. Introductory Econometrics. 4th ed. Mason: 
Thomson Higher Education. 
 


Recommended Text 
 


Baum, Christopher F. 2006. An Introduction to Modern Econometrics Using Stata. 
College Station: Stata Press. 
 
Faraway, Julian J. 2004. Linear Models with R. Chapman & Hall 
 
Examinations and Homework 
 
In-Class Exams 
 
There will be 2 in-class exams for this seminar, including the final exam. I will 
provide further details when we approach the first exam. 
 
Homework 
 
There is no homework assignment, but I strongly encourage you to do the 
problems in the back of the chapters that we are going to cover this semester. 
Your student solution manual provides answers to some of the problems and you 
can choose to focus on them. We will discuss some of the problems in class. 
 



mailto:quanli@mail.ucf.edu
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Academic Dishonesty  
 
Students who plagiarize or cheat will receive an “F.” A clear definition of 
academic dishonesty and university procedures for responding to such 
misconduct can be found in the Golden Rule (see http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/). 
  
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Policy Statement  
  
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable 
accommodations for all persons with disabilities.  This syllabus is available in 
alternate formats upon request.  Students with disabilities who need 
accommodations in this course must contact the professor at the beginning of the 
semester to discuss needed accommodations.  No accommodations will be 
provided until the student has met with the professor to request 
accommodations.  Students who need accommodations must be registered with 
Student Disability Services, Student Resource Center Room 132, phone (407) 
823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting 
accommodations from the professor. 
 
Copyright 
 
The handouts used in this course are copyrighted.  By “handouts,” I mean all 
materials generated for this class, which include but are not limited to syllabi, 
power-point, quizzes, exams, lab problems, in-class materials review sheets, and 
additional problem sets.  Because these are copyrighted, you do not have the 
right to copy or distribute the handouts, unless I expressly grant permission. 
 
Grading Criteria 
 
Your final course grade will consist of two components: 
 
First Exam        40%  
Second Exam    60% 
  
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/
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Letter grades assigned at final time will reflect the following numeric grades: 
 


  
Numerica
l  
Grade 


University 
Standard 


Letter 
Grade 


89.5-100 Excellent A 
79.5-89.4 Good B 
69.5-79.4 Satisfactory C 
59.5-69.4 Passing D 
Below 
59.4 


Failing F 


 
Calculation of the final course grade will use the following procedure: 
 


Grade of first exam                      x .40  =  weighted grade 
Grade of second exam                 x .60  =  weighted grade    
Final Course Grade                     =  total of weighted grades 


            
   


      
Disclaimer 
 
This syllabus is subject to change at the instructor’s discretion when necessary. 
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Reading and Assignment Schedule 


I expect reading assignments to be completed before the class in which they will 
be discussed.  
 
Week 1 
 
  Mathematical foundation, Wooldridge, Appendix A, B, C, and D 
 
 
Week 2 
 
  Chapter 1 and 2 
Week 3 
 
   Problems Discussion  
Week 4 
 
  Chapter 3 and 4 
 
Week 5 
 
  Problems Discussion 
 
Week 6 
 
  Chapter 5, 6, and 7 
 
Week 7 
 
  Problems Discussion 
Week 8 
 
  Chapter 8 and 9 
Week 9 
 
  Chapter 17 / Problems Discussion 


 
Final 
 
University Schedule 





		Instructor: Quan Li

		Phone: (407) 823-5093



		Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Policy Statement

		Reading and Assignment Schedule

		I expect reading assignments to be completed before the class in which they will be discussed.
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INR4054_Sum12_Marien_DW_59 (60137) 
 
University of Central Florida 


INR4054 Global Politics of Energy 
Summer D 2012 
Dr. Daniel Marien  (321) 433-7952 danielmarien@yahoo.com  
 


Course Information 
 
Office   UCF COCOA: Building 3, rm. 223 
Office Hours:  Tuesday 1:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m., BCC bldg 3, rm. 223 
Phone:  321-433-7952 
 
You must regularly visit your UCF knights email account. The instructor relies on it to 
update you on the course process.  
 
Best Email Contact:  danielmarien@yahoo.com (avoid course email) 
 
 


Course Contents 


Energy and human well-being will intersect more powerfully in the 21st century than ever 
before. This course examines the main characteristics of the global energy system and 
the momentous pressures and choices faced by governments, citizens, business, and 
consumers across the globe.  


The long-term political challenge to the global system of energy can be summarized 
thus: the world needs much more energy, but it cannot afford much more fossil fuel 
emissions. Man-made climate change and other threats to human health demand a 
gradual reduction in emissions of greenhouses gases and other noxious substances 
(sulfur dioxide, organic volatile compounds, mercury, etc.) linked to the extraction and 
combustion of oil, gas and coal.  


Other important problems include the reliability and affordability of energy sources, 
tensions between importing nations for access to energy supply, the unrelenting “oil 
curse” (the unexpected but all too real notion that oil-rich states experience economic 
and political handicaps because of their oil endowments), and the challenges of 
overcoming energy scarcity in many underdeveloped nations.   


 



mailto:danielmarien@yahoo.com

mailto:danielmarien@yahoo.com
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Course Structure 
 


During the first 7 weeks of the semester, the course introduces all students to key 
concepts and ideas through a common core set of documentary films, readings, quizzes 
and group discussions. All students read the same material during these first seven 
weeks of the semester and discuss this material within their respective group. Students 
join a group in the first week on the basis of the specialized readings they wish to 
explore during the 8th week of the semester (see below).  


During each of the first seven weeks, every student first takes the quiz and then 
answers the questions formulated by the instructor. Students post their respective 
answers in their respective group Discussion Board in Webcourses@UCF.  The quiz 
and the group-specific Discussion Boards are available from Monday mornings until 
Wednesday evenings. Quiz taking and answer posting must be completed by 
Wednesday evenings at 11:59 P.M. 


Once the time window for posting individual answers is closed, one group secretary 
reviews all the group’s answers, composes a summary and posts it in the SUMMARIES 
Discussion Board (available Thursday mornings until Friday evenings). The group 
receives a collective grade on this summary. Group members take turn in fulfilling the 
secretarial task of putting together the group discussion summary.   


During the 8th week each group reads a different specialized chapter from the 
Chevalier book. The group then composes a brief summary of its specialized chapter 
and circulates to the rest of the class. The six specialized summaries are the subject of 
the final exam during the 9th week of the semester.  


The specialized chapters from the Chevalier book are listed below:  


 Chapter 2:  Asia 


 Chapter 3:  Russia and the Caspian Sea Region 


 Chapter 4:  Third World  


 Chapter 5:  Middle East and North Africa 


 Chapter 7:  Europe 


 Chapter 8:  Energy Finance 


The Chevalier chapter summary is a collective composition of between 1,500 and 2,500 
words synthesizing in a coherent manner the main ideas and the more important data 
for the benefit of the rest of the class. Individual tasks are apportioned within the group 
and students receive an individual grade for this exercise.  


After completion, the respective Chevalier chapter summaries are made available to all 
students and become subject to the final exam administered during the 9th and last 
week of summer semester D. In this manner, every student receives an introduction to 
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the politics of energy in all important regions of the globe while the reading list is 
shortened.  


 


 


Course Goals and Objectives 


 Course Goals 


1. Understand the arguments for and against the idea according to which the United 
States could and should play a leading role in greening the global energy system.  


2. Understanding the nature and extent of rivalries between energy importing nations.  
3. Understanding the “oil curse” afflicting many energy exporting nations. 
4. Understanding the challenge to economic development created by energy poverty in 


much of the Third World.  
5. Develop the research, analytical, evaluative and writing skills of participants.  
6. Develop students’ ability to work productively in small groups, thereby developing 


valuable skills for professional and administrative work roles.  


 


 Course Objectives 


During this course, the students will learn:  


1. To state the pros and cons of the United States taking a leading role in the transition 
to green energy.  


2. To describe the multiple layers of international competition and mutual dependence 
created by the existing global energy system.  


3. To describe how to what extent, and under what conditions rich natural endowments 
in oil can negatively impact a nation’s political life and economic development.  


4. To describe the challenges and opportunities for bringing more energy to the Third 
World.  


5. To find relevant and empirically valid information, to analyze and evaluate this 
information and to summarize it in a coherent and engaging way.  


6. To divide group tasks in clear and functional ways, to communicate ideas effectively, 
to pay close attention to other students’ ideas and viewpoints, to demonstrate 
responsible behavior toward the group, to meet deadlines, and to integrate one’s 
ideas in a larger ensemble.  


 


Course Materials 
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You will need to have access to the following: 
 
Netflix 
 
The first trial month is advertized as free. You will need access to this service only 
during the first 4 weeks of the course. Afterwards, the documentaries assigned for 
viewing are legally available for free on the web (from pbs.org).  
 
 
Tom Friedman  
Hot, Flat and Crowded 2.0: Why We Need a Green Revolution and How It Can Renew 
America.  
New York: Farrar, Strauss and Giroux, Expanded and updated edition only, 2009, 
ISBN: 978-0312428921. (Avoid the 2008 edition.) 
 
This book is available in paper and in electronic format from Amazon Kindle (and 
possibly other providers). This book is available at the UCF Bookstore (Orlando) and 
elsewhere.  
 
 
Jean Marie Chevalier (editor) 
The New Energy Crisis: Climate, Economics and Geopolitics.  
Palgrave Macmillan, 2009, ISBN: 978-0-230-57739-8.  
 
This book is available at the UCF Bookstore (Orlando), from Amazon.com, and from the 
UCF library in electronic format.  The UCF library format will support simultaneous 
readers. (You need to log in the library website to access it from off-campus locations.)   
 
 


Assessments 
 
 


WHAT WHEN WORTH 


Quizzes Weekly (weeks #1-7) 30% 


Group Discussion Postings 
and Summaries 


Weekly (weeks #1-7) 30% 


Summary of a specialized 
chapter from Chevalier 


July 6 20% 


Final Exam July 12 – 13 20% 
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Course Schedule 
 


Week #1, May 14-18: 
 


 On Monday, students read the Course Outline to familiarize themselves 
with the course’s goals, content and structure.  


 On Monday, students also scan the specialized chapters from 
Chevalier’s book to gain a sense of what they are about and which one 
chapter they would like to work on during the 8th week. Students 
communicate to the instructor their preferred choices for a specific 
chapter and for joining the related discussion group by the end of  
Monday.  


o State a first, second and third preference. Post your preferences in 
Webcourses  Assignments  Group Preferences. The instructor will 
assign you to a group soon thereafter. He will try to respect your 
preferences but also equalize the distribution of students across 
groups (avoiding overly large and overly small group).  


 


  View the documentary film A Crude Awakening: The Oil Crash 
o Available for online steaming at Netflix. 


 Read Friedman, chapters 1-3.  


 Read Chevalier, Foreword + Introduction.  
 


 Take the Quiz (before Wednesday evening at 11:59 P.M.) covering the 
materials assigned for the week.  


 Participate in your Group’s Discussion Board (before Wednesday evenings 
at 11:59 P.M.) by answering the instructor’s questions for this week. The 
instructor announces in due time the questions in the Announcement function 
of Webcourses@UCF and via email (from a list drawn from myucf. Make sure 
you email address in myucf is working and is regularly consulted).  


 The Group Secretary (a rotating position) summarizes the group’s answers 
and posts his/her text in the relevant SUMMARIES Discussion Board by 
Friday evenings under this title:  


o Group Name_Summary: EX.: “Asia_Summary.”  
o The Secretary may use copy and paste functions for this task. Do not 


re-invent the wheel in composing this summary. Start by reading all 
answers, then choose and assemble your group mates’ paragraphs 
that articulate the most complete and accurate answers to the Reading 
Comprehension Questions.  For the Evaluation Questions, the 
secretary’s summary reproduces all the substantive viewpoints.  


o Do this carefully: groups are randomly graded on these summaries.  
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Week #2, May 21-25 
 


 View the documentary film Burning the Future: Coal in America (89 minutes) 
o Available for online steaming at Netflix. 


 Read Friedman, chapters 4-6.  


 Read Chevalier, chapter 1, pp. 6-19 only.  
 


 Take the Quiz 


 Participate in your Group’s Discussion. 


 The Group Secretary (a rotating position) summarizes the group’s answers 
and posts them in the SUMMARIES Discussion Board by Friday11:59 P.M.  


 
 


Week #3, May 28 – June 1 
 


 View the documentary film The Hugo Chavez Show 
o Available at: 


http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/hugochavez/view/ 


 Read Friedman, chapters 7-9.  


 Read Chevalier, chapter 1, pp. 19-30 only.  
 


 Take the Quiz  


 Participate in your Group’s Discussion Board).  


 The Group Secretary (a rotating position) summarizes the group’s answers 
and posts them in the SUMMARIES Discussion Board by Friday 11:59 P.M.  


 
 


Week #4, June 4-8 
 


 View the documentary film Crude: The Real Price of Oil  (104 minutes) 
o Available at Netflix for online streaming.  


 Read Friedman, chapters 10-11. 


 Read Chevalier, chapter 1, pp. 30-57.   
 


 Take the Quiz. 


 Participate in your Group Discussion Board. 


 The Group Secretary (a rotating position) posts summary of group 
Discussion on Class Wide Discussion Board.  


 
 


Week #5, June 11-15 
 


 View the documentary film The Big Energy Gamble  (53 minutes) 



http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/hugochavez/view/
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o Available at: http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/tech/big-energy-
gamble.html 


 Read Friedman, chapters 12-13.  


 Read Chevalier chapter 6. 
 


 Take the Quiz. 


 Participate in your Group Discussion Board. 


 The Group Secretary (a rotating position) posts summary of group 
Discussion on Class Wide Discussion Board.  


 
 


Week #6, June 18-22 
 


 View the documentary film Hot Politics by Frontline (PBS) 
o Available at: 


http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/video/flv/main.html?pkg=2510
&seg=1&mod=1 


 Read Friedman, chapters 14-16.  


 Read Ryan Lizza, “As the World Burns: How the Senate and the White House 
Missed their Best Chance to Deal with Climate Change,” in The New Yorker, 
October 11, 2010. (9,700 words). 


o Available at: 
http://www.newyorker.com/reporting/2010/10/11/101011fa_fact_lizza 


 


 Take the Quiz. 


 Participate in your Group Discussion Board. 


 The Group Secretary (a rotating position) posts summary of group 
Discussion on Class Wide Discussion Board.  


 
 


Week #7, June 25-30 
 


 View the documentary film Car of the Future  (53 minutes)  
o Available at: http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/car/program.html  


 Read Friedman, chapter 17-19.   


 Read Chevalier, chapter 9.  
 


 Take the Quiz. 


 Participate in your Group Discussion Board. 


 The Group Secretary (a rotating position) posts summary of group 
Discussion on Class Wide Discussion Board.  


 
 



http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/tech/big-energy-gamble.html

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/tech/big-energy-gamble.html

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/video/flv/main.html?pkg=2510&seg=1&mod=1

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/video/flv/main.html?pkg=2510&seg=1&mod=1

http://www.newyorker.com/reporting/2010/10/11/101011fa_fact_lizza

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/car/program.html
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Week #8, July 2-6 
 


 Groups summarize their respective specialized chapter from Chevalier’s 
book.  


 Check the Announcement function in Webcourses@UCF for instructions on 
how to organize this work.  


 There are no Quiz or Discussion Board Participation this week.   
 
 


Week #9, July 9-13: FINAL EXAM on July 12-13 
 


 The Final Exam window will open on Thursday July 12 in the morning 
and close at 11:59 P.M. on Friday July 13. Do not miss it!   
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cpo3034 - Politics of Developing Areas
Dr. Waltraud Q. Morales


Politics of the Developing Areas


Syllabus 
Summer 2012


Instructor Contact


Instructor Dr. Waltraud Q. Morales


Office Phillips 302-F


Office 
Hours


By appointment or online


Phone 407-823-2040


E-mail waltraud.morales@ucf.edu


Course Information


Course Name CPO3035 â€“ Politics of the Developing Areas


Course ID & Section DW59


Credit Hours 3 Credit Hours


Semester/Year Summer D 2012


Location online


Course Description


CPO 3034 COS-POLS 3(3,0). Politics of Developing Areas: Comparative analysis of the theories,
problems and politics of development in Third World nations. Even Fall. No Prerequisites.


Course Objectives


Define and apply the term DEVELOPMENT to specific country conditions.


Learn and apply the various statistical measures and indicators of development.


Explore the term and the geographical region of the THIRD WORLD.


Define and understand the meaning of POLITICAL DEVELOPMENT and its relationship to



mailto:waltraud.morales@ucf.edu?subject=cpo3034
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SOCIOECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT.


Identify and evaluate MODELS and STRATEGIES of political and socioeconomic development.


Create a country development strategy report.


Required Texts


Handelman, Howard. Challenge of Third World Development , 7th ed. New York:
Pearson/Longman, 2013. (ISBN 978-0-205-85466-0)


Griffiths, Robert E., ed. Annual Editions: Developing World 12/13, 22ndÂ  edition. New York:
McGraw-Hill, 2013. (ISBN 978-0-07-805100-5)


Shultz, Jim, and Melissa Crane Draper. Dignity and Defiance: Stories from Bolivia's
Challenge to Globalization. Berkeley: University of California, 2008 or 2009.Â  (ISBN: 978-0-
520-25699-6)


Selected Web Resources


CIA World Fact Book and regional maps: https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook


Third World First, an organization of university students concerned with world poverty,
environment and human rights: http://www.peopleandplanet.org


United Nations and listing of IGOs or intergovernmental international organizations:
http://www.un.org/


Yahoo!-Regional: Countries, listing of all countries, maps, and statistical data:
http://www.yahoo.com/regional/countries/


Course Requirements


There are five key requirements of the course. The first two requirements are two non-
comprehensive, multiple choice exams (Midterm and Final) primarily based on articles in the
Developing World reader. For general review see the key terms, concepts, persons and events in the
glossary of the main textbook by Handelman.


A third requirement is a 6-10 page writing and Analysis Project of Dignity and Defiance. Further
instructions for the Project are available online. The goal of the project is to apply the lessons and
theories learned to a given country situation.


The fourth and fifth requirements include Discussion Postings andÂ  Five Internet Assignments found
within related learning modules. These include: â€œGetting Startedâ€; â€œEthnic Conflictâ€; â
€œDemocracy and Political Developmentâ€; â€œWomen and Developmentâ€; and â€œRevolution
and Agrarian Reform.â€


Assignment Categories Description of the requirements Percent


Midterm Exam Non-comprehensive short answer and essay questions 25%


Analysis Paper Evaluation of Dignity and Defiance (6-10 pages) 25%
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Final Exam Non-comprehensive Multiple Choice 25%


Discussion Postings Discussion of Issues in Modules 5%


Internet Assignments Total of 5 online assignments 20%


Reading Assignments


The required texts must be read carefully and thought about critically and on a timely basis. Reading
assignments complement and amplify course modules. Cramming at the last minute will not permit
you to successfully assimilate and understand the material or allow you time to develop critical
perspectives. Some reading materials may not be specifically treated in course activities, but you are
still expected to understand these readings, and be able to discuss them in any assigned discussion
forums online. In the Annual Editions: Developing World reader students are also expected to
generally remember the arguments made in the articles.


Grading Policy


Grading is based on the scale below.Â  Borderline grades may be bumped upward if the student has
an excellent record in discussion and participation.


Late assignments may be penalized 5 points each day late. Missed exams can be made up but only
under special conditions with documented emergency and at the discretion of the instructor. If you
miss the midterm for any reason, you will need to take a comprehensive Final Exam. If you miss the
final exam (but have taken the midterm), you lose 25% of the course points. There is no make-up for
the final.


The Five Internet assignments are designed to help you improve your overall course grade if you
demonstrate consistent and timely completion of the assignments.Â 


Letter Grade Points


A 93 â€“ 100 points


A- 90 â€“ 92 points


B+ 87 â€“ 89 points


B 83 â€“ 86 points


B- 80 â€“ 82 points


C+ 77 â€“ 79 points


C 73 â€“ 76 points


C- 70 â€“ 72 points


D+ 67 â€“ 69 points


D 63 â€“ 66 points


D- 60 â€“ 62 points


F 59 and below
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Participation Policy


It is important to keep up with all materials covered in the module and readings, especially in an online
class, where it is easy to get behind or confused. Use "Friendly Help" discussion forum if you have a
question, and your classmates will help.Â  This will help create a cooperative learning environment.Â 
Also use webcourses mail to communicate with the instructor and your classmates to ensure a more
timely response


Academic Honesty


Plagiarism and Cheating of any kind on an examination, quiz, or assignment will result at least in an
"F" for that assignment (and may, depending on the severity of the case, lead to an "F" for the entire
course) and may be subject to appropriate referral to the Office of Student Conduct for further action.
See the UCF Golden Rule for further information. I will assume for this course that you will adhere to
the academic creed of this University and will maintain the highest standards of academic integrity. In
other words, don't cheat by giving answers to others or taking them from anyone else. I will also
adhere to the highest standards of academic integrity, so please do not ask me to change (or expect
me to change) your grade illegitimately or to bend or break rules for one person that will not apply to
everyone.


Disability Statement


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all
persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students with
disabilities who need accommodations in this course must contact the professor at the beginning of
the semester to discuss needed accommodations. No accommodations will be provided until the
student has met with the professor to request accommodations. Students who need accommodations
must be registered with Student Disability Services, Student Resource Center Room 132, phone
(407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting accommodations from the
professor.


This page was last updated on May 9, 2012, 12:05 PM
Pages are maintained by Dr. Waltraud Q. Morales and the


Techrangers at Course Development & Web Services, IT&R.
Intellectual content Â© Copyright 2012, Dr. Waltraud Q. Morales
All other content Â© Copyright 2012, University of Central Florida



http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://www.sds.ucf.edu/

mailto:waltraud.morales@ucf.edu?subject=cpo3034

http://techrangers.cdws.ucf.edu/support/

http://cdws.ucf.edu/

http://www.ucf.edu/



		Local Disk

		cpo3034 - Page Title








inr4035 - Page Title


file:///C|/Users/nschenk/Documents/Political%20Science/Polisci_1/Syllabi%20&%20Hours/Summer%20'12/syllabus-inr4035a-spr2012.html[5/11/2012 12:34:03 PM]


inr4035 - International Political Economy
Waltraud Q. Morales


SyllabusÂ 


Instructor Dr. Waltraud Q. Morales


Class
Hours


online


Office Phillips Hall 302, Main Campus


Office
Hours


By Appointment in Phillips Hall 302


Phone 407-823-2608 main office; 407-823-2040 desk and voicemail


E-mail morales@mail.ucf.edu


Homepage http://politicalscience.cos.ucf.edu/content/people/index.html


COURSE DESCRIPTION:


International Political Economy (IPE) is a three-credit hour upper division course with no formal
prerequisites, although lower division international relations courses such as INR 2002 may
provide useful and necessary preparation. The course focuses on the interrelationship between
international politics and international economics, especially the process of globalization. With
the end of the Cold War, expanded global interdependence and communication has provided
conditions for greater international cooperation as well as conflict. Changes and continuities in
the international political economy have impacted the personal and social choices of people
everywhere. The course explores the important changes and continuities in IPE as well as
related problems and opportunities these may present.


First, we will survey the competing theories, economic history and recent development in IPE.
Second, we will focus on the central political and economic actors and global organizations of



mailto:morales@mail.ucf.edu?subject=inr4035

mailto:morales@mail.ucf.edu?subject=inr4035
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IPE. Third, we will consider the major problems and issues in IPE and their potential policy
solutions. Among these are economic development, markets and democratization, global
poverty and inequality, illegal economic activities from arms to drugs, and the impact of
technology and environmental constraints. Last, we will relate these problems and issues to
specific country cases.


COURSE OBJECTIVES:


An understanding of the critical interface between global politics and economics
An overview and critique of the competing theories of IPE
An investigation into the major issues and problems in IPE
Possible applications to specific country cases
And potential policy pitfalls and solutions.


COURSE GRADING AND REQUIREMENTS:


There are five grading components in the course worth 20 points each. First component:Â 
Midterm.Â  Second component: Final.Â 


These two non-comprehensive exams consist of short answers, and multiple choice, true false
questions. All exams are online. However, if you miss the first test (midterm) for any reason
that is legitimate and can be documented (such as serious illness or emergency), you need to
contact the instructor immediately. In that case your second test (or final) will be
comprehensive and closed book, and may have to be TAKEN ON CAMPUS IN PERSON in
the computer lab and it must be scheduled in advance with the instructor. If you miss both tests
and/or you fail to take the comprehensive second test you will receive a failing grade.


Third component: CRITIQUE PAPER consists of a 5-10 page word processed document on a
selected chapter fromÂ Real World Globalization.


Fourth component: COUNTRY STRATEGY REPORT consists of 5-10 page word processed
paper providing a strategic assessment of international political economic conditions for your
approved country case. (See assignment instructions for how to select and have your country
choice approved.)


Papers can only be submitted by uploading into the webcourses turnitin link on the homepage.Â 
Detailed instructions for the assignment are found in the content module section. Follow these
instructions very carefully.Â Papers that are not uploaded by the due date will be
considered late.Â  Late receipt of papers may reduce your score by 5 points each regular day
late. Contact the instructor in advance if you anticipate a problem. (If the class is very large,
written assignments may be group projects. If that is the case you will be advised and assigned
to groups.)


Fifth component: Discussion Postings, or your responsible participation in discussion topics
and forums, completion of web assignments and overall collaboration and interaction with your
classmates. Again, if the class size is large this may involve group activities. In that event, you
will be advised and will be expected to cooperate and be an asset to your group. Failure to post
and to maintain communication, cooperation, and collaboration will affect your grade and may
prevent you from achieving the highest grade.
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In writing your papers don't forget that plagiarism is claiming someone else's work as your own
by failure to cite or reference properly. You need to learn how to fully cite your sources, so
consult any standard reference system, (Chicago Manual of Style, MLA, etc.). See the Political
Science department and graduate studies web site for more explanation of these issues.
Cheating is unjust and results in an automatic "F."


Grading may use plusses and minuses and is rigorous. Remember that borderline grades can
go either way, so that an excellent record of forum discussions (both quantity and quality) and
constructive collaboration with your classmates will impact your final grade.Â 


The Instructor reserves the right to alter and update the syllabus and schedule at any
time when necessary for proper functioning of the course, and it is the student's
responsibility to be aware of these changes.


Evaluation and Grading


My grading scale uses the specific letter grade and points assigned as noted below:


Letter Grade Points


A 93 â€“ 100 points


A- 90 â€“ 92 points


B+ 87 â€“ 89 points


B 83 â€“ 86 points


B- 80 â€“ 82 points


C+ 77 â€“ 79 points


C 73 â€“ 76 points


C- 70 â€“ 72 points


D+ 67 â€“ 69 points


D 63 â€“ 66 points


D- 60 â€“ 62 points


F 59 and below


COURSE TEXTBOOKS:


David N. Balaam, and Bradford Dillman,Â Introduction to International Political Economy,
5th ed. (Upper Saddle River, NJ: Longman/Pearson, 2011). [IIPE]. (ISBN-13: 978-0-205-
79138-5)


Bhandari, Ravi,Â  and the Dollars & Sense Collective, eds.,Â Real World Globalization,
11th ed. (Somerville, MA: Dollars and Sense, Economic Affairs Bureau, 2011). [Real World
G]. (ISBN-13: 978-1-878585-87-5))


The books below are recommended only if you want to know more; you are not tested on
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them but they do link up with and amplify material in some of the modules.


Robert L. Heilbroner,Â The Worldly Philosophers: The Lives, Times and Ideas of the Great
Economic Thinkers, 7th ed. revised (Simon & Schuster Trade Paperbacks, 1999). [Worldly]. A
classic and ONLY RECOMMENDED for those who want to know more.


Daniel Yergin, and Joseph Stanislaw,Â The Commanding Heights: The Battle for the World
Economy (New York: Simon and Schuster Trade Paperbacks, 2002). The companion book to an
award-winning video program. Some of modules draw on this but it is also just
RECOMMENDED primarily for background reading for those who are interested in learning
more.


WHATâ€™S EXPECTED REGARDING THE READINGS:


The TWO Required Texts must be read carefully, critically and on a timely basis before
completing online assignments. (Note:Â  Although there are earlier editions of the texts, these
are not recommended since there seem to be significant additions and updates in the 5th
edition.Â  If you use earlier editions, it is your responsibility to be sure you have all the
material.)Â 


Recommended readings will further your knowledge and may help you do better in the course,
but you will not be tested on them directly and your first priority is to read the required materials.


Cramming at the last minute or doing your assignments late will not permit you to successfully
assimilate and understand the material, much less allow you the time needed to develop critical
perspectives. You are expected to ask key questions and to discuss this material intelligently in
discussion forums. Late assignments generally will not be accepted and will lose points. So plan
accordingly and work ahead. Contact the instructor if you have special problems.


There may be SHORT POP QUIZZES or other additional assignments if the class is
consistently unprepared or unresponsive in discussion postings and forums. Pop quizzes
will impact your participation grade and cannot be made up if any of these are missed. Keeping
up with the class discussion and course materials will facilitate your successful completion of
class assignments.


SELECTED WEB RESOURCES:


CIA World Fact Book and regional maps: http://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook
Dollars and Sense: http://www.dollarsandsense.org/
Center for Economic and Policy Research: http://www.cepr.net/
People & Planet, web site of an organization of university students concerned with world
poverty, environment and human rights: http://www.peopleandplanet.org
United Nations and listing of IGOs or intergovernmental international organizations:
http://www.un.org/
Yahoo!-Regional: Countries, listing of all countries, maps, and statistical data:
http://www.yahoo.com/regional/countries/



http://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook

http://www.dollarsandsense.org/

http://www.cepr.net/

http://www.peopleandplanet.org/

http://www.un.org/

http://www.yahoo.com/regional/countries/
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Technology Requirements and Computer Skills:


Technology Expectations for Use


E-mail:


See E-Mail
Protocols


Primarily useÂ  webcourses internal mail to communicate with the
instructor and to communicate with your classmates. If you have a
problem, first try to resolve it with your classmates in order to help
create a cooperative learning community based on self-help and
group support. Also see the help discussion topic, "Friendly Help," for
questions and answer postings on often asked questions and
problems. If you need help from the instructor first use webcourse
mail and use regular email only as a last resort:
(morales@mail.ucf.edu); and be sure that course communication with
the instructor identifies the course in the subject line: INR 4035.Â  E-
mail will be answered once a day by the instructor, or as soon as
possible. For all technical and computer problems see the link on the
course homepage.


Webcourses: Since web activities are important you should be sure you are
comfortable with webcourses.Â  Take the webcourses tutorial to
familiarize yourself and take the optional orientation quiz.Â  See the
link on the course homepage.


Technical and
webcourses help:


For all technical and computer problems and webcourses help see
the link on the course homepage.


Class Assignments:


Grade
Categories Description of the requirements


Percent
of


grade


Critique Paper 5-10 page analysis and critique of a selected
chapter fromÂ Real World Globalization.


20%


Midterm Exam Open book short answer and multiple choice and
true/false questions based on readings and
discussions of main texts.


20%


Final Exam Open book short answer and multiple choice and
true/false questions based on readings and
discussions of main texts.


20%


Country Strategy
Report


5-10 page strategic assessment for a selected
country (only one student to a country). Depending
on class size, this may be an individual or a group
project. If the latter, you will be informed and


20%



mailto:morales@mail.ucf.edu
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assigned to a country group.


Discussion
Postings and
Internet
Assignments


Quality and on-time postings to discussion topics,
readings and internet assignments found in course
modules.


20%


Further instructions and details for the writing assignments (paper and report) can be found in
"Assignments" and may also be linked within modules.


Details of discussion, internet and reading assignments are included within and at the end of
each of the learning modules.


 Overview of Grading and Deadlines:


Grading and
evaluation:


Grading includes plusses and minuses and is rigorous.
Borderline grades can go either way. An excellent record of
class discussion and participation may improve your final
grade.


Discussion and
participation;
and Internet
activities:


Meaningful substantive discussion and on-time online
participation in the discussions and Internet activities
comprise an important component of your course grade.
Failure to fulfill this responsibility will lower your grade by as
much as 20 points.


Deadlines:


Specific due dates are noted in the specific assignments,
and online class schedule (found on the homepage), and
may be posted on the calendar.


Posting Due Dates: Modules open at the beginning of the
week on Monday and posting and internet assignments for
each module are due a week later by the following Sunday
by midnight.


All other assignments are also due by midnight on the
specified due dates as noted on the schedule (NOT on
assignment upload links).


Late, make-up
and below-
standard work:


Late assignments are penalized as much as 5 points each
day late. Contact the instructor if you are anticipating a
problem.


Plagiarism and Cheating of any kind on an examination,
quiz, or assignment will result at least in an "F" for that
assignment (and may, depending on the severity of the
case, lead to an "F" for the entire course) and may be
subject to appropriate referral to the Office of Student
Conduct for further action. See the UCF Golden Rule for
further information. I will assume for this course that you



http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/
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Academic
Honesty:


will adhere to the academic creed of this University and will
maintain the highest standards of academic integrity. In
other words, don't cheat by giving answers to others or
taking them from anyone else. I will also adhere to the
highest standards of academic integrity, so please do not
ask me to change (or expect me to change) your grade
illegitimately or to bend or break rules for one person that
will not apply to everyone.


Disability
Statement:


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing
reasonable accommodations for all persons with
disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats
upon request. Students with disabilities who need
accommodations in this course must contact the professor
at the beginning of the semester to discuss needed
accommodations. No accommodations will be provided
until the student has met with the professor to request
accommodations. Students who need accommodations
must be registered with Student Disability Services,
Student Resource Center Room 132, phone (407) 823-
2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before
requesting accommodations from the professor.


This page was last updated on May 9, 2012.
Pages are maintained by Waltraud Q. Morales and the


Techrangers at Course Development & Web Services, IT&R.
Intellectual content Â© Copyright 2012, Waltraud Q. Morales.


All other content Â© Copyright 2012, University of Central Florida
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Public Opinion POS3233 ARV1 & AV59 
Pollock / Summer A 2012 


Office 302 Phillips Hall 


Office hours M&W:  4:00-5:50 


Voice 407-823-2608  


Email pollock@mail.ucf.edu 


Book Erikson & Tedin, American Public Opinion: Its Origins, Content and 
Impact (8


th
 Edition) 


 
 
This courses covers all major topics in American public opinion—its definition and measurement, 


its relationship with democratic governance, the quality of political opinions among citizens, the 


learning of political orientations, the connection between aggregated opinion and public policy, 
the role of media and political elites in shaping opinion, and the connection between opinions and 


electoral choice. The assigned text provides up-to-date treatment of virtually all of the important 


academic studies of public opinion. Course resources include assigned reading, real-time and 


video-streamed lectures, Power Point presentations, and supplemental material.   
 


There are two sections of the course: (1) ARV1, which has a room (CL1-Rm 205) and time 


(M&W, 6:00 - 8:50 p.m.); and (2) a recorded section (AV59), which is fully online. During the 
real-time meetings, my lectures will be recorded on video, which you can subsequently view by 


accessing the Tegrity link on the course site. Despite the format difference, the requirements for 


both sections are the same. Physical attendance is not required. All course material will be 


equally available to both sections online. All quizzes and exams will be online. 


 
Grades. Your grade will be based on online quizzes (30 percent of course grade) and online 
exams (70 percent of course grade). During the term, you will take four quizzes. I will drop your 


lowest quiz score. Your three best quiz scores will count 30 percent of your course grade. You 


will take two exams. Each of your exams will count 35 percent of your course grade. Scheduling 


and time parameters of the quizzes and exams: 
 


[Syllabus continues on next page…] 
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Quiz or 


Exam 


Open day / date / 


time 


Close day / date / 


time 


Reading/lecture material 


covered 


Quiz 1 Th /May 17 / 8 a.m. Sun/May 20/11 p.m. May 14, May 16 


Quiz 2 Th /May 24 / 8 a.m. Sun/May 27/11 p.m. May 21, May 23 


Exam 1 Th /May 31/ 8 a.m.  Sun / June 3 /11 p.m. May 14, 16, 21, 23, 30 


Quiz 3 Th /June 7 / 8 a.m. Sun/June 10/11 p.m. June 4, June 6 


Quiz 4 Th /June 14 / 8 a.m. Sun/June 17/11 p.m. June 11, June 13 


Exam 2  Mon /June 18/9 p.m. Fri/June 22/11 p.m. June 4, 6, 11, 13, 18 


Note: No lectures will be recorded on May 28 or June 20. 


 


Quizzes. The quizzes will be multiple-choice format. The quizzes will test you on material that 
has been covered in the reading and in lecture.  For example, Quiz 1, which opens on May 17, 


will cover material presented in the reading and lectures for May 14 and May 16. Quizzes 2 and 3 


are based on the same rationale: do the reading, view the lecture, and then take the quiz. Within 
the availability window, there is no limit on the amount of time you may take to complete the 


quizzes. However, you must take each quiz during the scheduled availability window. I will 


drop your lowest quiz score. Your three best quiz scores will count 30 percent of your course 


grade.   


 
Exams. The exams will have multiple-choice questions and short essay questions. These are non-
cumulative exams. The first exam, which opens on May 31, will cover material from the lectures 


of May 14, 16, 21, 23, and 30. The second exam, which opens June 18, will cover material from 


June 4, 6, 11, 13, and 18. Within the availability window, there is no limit on the amount of time 


you may take to complete the exams. However, you must take each exam during the 


scheduled availability window.  


 
If you wish discuss your exam: Come to my office during office hours. If you have a question 
about how your exam was graded: Bring the following materials to my office—your textbook, 


your notes on the reading, and the notes you have written while viewing the lecture.  


 
I do not give extra credit. 


 


You must work alone in completing the quizzes and exams. Giving or receiving assistance 


on any quiz or exam constitutes a violation of Academic Behavior Standards as specified in 


UCF’s Rules of Conduct (UCF-5.008). Any student who violates these standards will receive 


an F in the course. 


 
Grading Scale.  Your course grade will be determined by this numeric scale: 


>=90  87-89 80-86 77-79 70-76 67-69 60-66 <=59  
A B+ B C+ C D+ D F 


 


[Syllabus continues on next page…] 
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Schedule for the term: 
Lecture: Topic: Reading: 


May 14 Public opinion and democracy ET chap1 


May 16 Measuring public opinion ET chap2 


May 17-20* Quiz 1  


May 21 Micro-level opinion ET chap3 


May 23 Macro-level opinion ET chap4 


May 24-27* Quiz 2  


May 28 No lecture (holiday)  


May 30 Political socialization ET chap5 


May 31-June 3* Exam 1  


June 4 Democratic stability ET chap6 


June 6 Group differences ET chap7 


June 7-10* Quiz 3  


June 11 Media ET chap8 


June 13 Elections ET chap9 


June 14-17* Quiz 4  


June 18 Public policy ET chap10 


June 20 No lecture  


June 18-22* Exam 2  


*See second page of this syllabus for precise dates and times. 


Note: No lectures will be recorded on May 28 or June 20. 


 
 








 


 


Syllabus 
Summer 2012 


Instructor Contact 


Professor Andrea Vieux 


avieux@knights.ucf.edu* 


 


 


 


Office Location UCF Valencia West Campus 


Building 9, Room 135 


 


UCF Main Campus 


HPH 318 


Office Telephone* (407) 582-5727 


 


(407) 823-0113 


Office Hours By appointment 


 


Monday 1pm to 3pm  


& by appointment 


*the best way to reach me is via my knights email or the mail tab in webcourses.  If you 


send me an email via the webcourse DO NOT send me the same email via the knights 


email.  If you send me an email via knights email, DO NOT send me the same email via 


the webcourse. 


 


 


Course Information 


Course Name  POS 3703: Scope and Methods of Political Science 


Course ID & Section ID: 59170    Section: DW58 


Credit Hours  3 credits 


Semester/Year  Spring 2012 


Location online 


 


 


Course Syllabus 


This is the course syllabus, and should be treated as a written agreement between the professor 


and student.  Students should refer to the syllabus for any questions pertaining to the course, 
grading, etc.  Any deviations from this syllabus will be announced in class.  Therefore, students 


are responsible for any announcements made in class, and any information or handouts given out 


in class.  Absence is not an excuse for ignorance. 


 







  


 


Course Description 


Prerequisites: Junior standing or consent of the Instructor. 


  


The scope and methodology of political analysis. Extensive examination of the discipline, 


research design and methodology.  The first half of the semester covers basic research 


designs, the research process, and gives students the tools and information needed to 


complete the course research paper.  The second half of that paper covers other methods 


of investigation and analysis, survey research, sampling, qualitative research, and ethical 


considerations. 


 


Course Objectives 


Students successfully completing this course will be able to: 


 Identify basic components of research methodology and techniques used by political 


scientists. 


 Identify ethical considerations in political science research.  


 Locate academic resources using the library 


 Analyze data using statistical software 


 Evaluate research, statistics and findings.  


 


Required Texts 


 Pollock III, Philip H. 2008. The Essentials of Political Analysis. 3rd Edition. 


Washington, D.C.: CQ Press.  


 Pollock III, Philip H. 2008. An SPSS Companion to Political Analysis. 3rd Edition. 


Washington, D.C.: CQ Press.  


 


Optional Texts 


 Le Roy, Michael K. and Michael Corbett. 2008. Research Methods in Political 


Science: An Introduction Using Microcase ExplorIt. Wadsworth Publishing. 


Useful Supplements 


 Baglione, Lisa. 2011. Writing a Research Paper in Political Science: A Practical 


Guide to Inquiry, Structure, and Methods. 2
nd


 Edition. Washington, DC: CQ Press. 
 Brians, Craig Lenord, Lars Willnat, Jarol B. Manheim, and Richard Rich. 2011. Empirical 


Political Analysis: Quantitative and Qualitative Research Methods. 8
th
 Edition. Boston: 


Longman. 







  


 


Course Requirements 


Participation (20%): 


 


In order to fully engage in this course, students will be expected engage with other 


students in online discussions.  For each discussion, a student is required to post on the 


topic, and reply to at least one other student’s post.  Each required discussion element is 


to be posted by 11:59 pm on the due date.  Late posts will not be accepted for the purpose 


of grading (i.e. will not count). Any disruptive behavior, inappropriate comments, 


activities not related to the course, etc. will reflect poorly on the student’s participation 


grade.  Grades for participation are based on both the quantity and the quality of the 


posts.  


 


 


Library Module Sets (20%) 


 


This course utilizes the information fluency modules produced by the UCF library. These 


modules are linked through the content modules.  There are multiple individual library 


module tutorials which are grouped into two library module sets.  Students will complete 


the sets online; each of the sets will be worth 10% of the student’s overall course grade.   


 


Each set of library modules contains multiple information fluency tutorials and quizzes.  


Students will be allowed to take each tutorial quiz twice.  However if they take any one 


tutorial quiz more than once, the two scores for that tutorial quiz will be averaged for an 


overall tutorial quiz grade.  To calculate each of the module sets grades, the tutorial 


quizzes from that module set will be averaged.  See the Library Information Literacy 


Modules Description for more information.  There are NO make-ups of missed quizzes or 


module sets.  NO late work. 


 


 


Assessments (40%): 


 


There will be a total of four assessments. Each assessment is cumulative, and may 


contain any material that has been assigned, covered, read, discussed, announced, 


completed, etc. for that module or any previous module.  Each will account for 10% of 


the students overall grade. The dates of the assessments are in the schedule. Each 


assessment must be completed by 11:59pm on the due date. 


 


NO MAKE-UP ASSESSMENTS, except in exceptional, extenuating circumstances (no 


final will be given prior to the university scheduled final exam period and no make ups 


after the final). Students with a valid reason such as serious illness and documentation 


that satisfies the instructor can schedule a make-up exam, but must do so prior to the 


scheduled exam.  I determine the legitimacy/validity of the documented absence.  (Note 


that final exams are governed by stricter rules and will not be given before the University 


scheduled final exam period or after the University scheduled final exam period). 


   


 







  


 


Article Assessment (20%) 


 


Students will write a 2 to 3 page paper analyzing an article assigned by the professor.  It 


must be turned in the due date in an openable, readable WORD file in the provided 


upload link in the Assignment dropbox in the webcourse.  It is due at 11:59pm on the due 


date.  NO late work will be accepted—if you choose to upload your paper and it is not 


consistent with the “openable, readable WORD file” stipulations it will not be accepted 


as completed work and is considered late.  More detail is provided in the article 


assessment assignment document—you must follow stipulations.  in the handout and 


rubric, and in the other course content. 


 


Missed Assignments/Make-Ups/Extra Credit 


NO LATE WORK.  There are no make-ups for missed exams, quizzes, or any other 


course activities, discussions, etc. DUE DATES for the term paper and assignments are 


FINAL. Late work will NOT be accepted for a grade.  Only under exceptional 


circumstances and with the permission of your professor are students allowed to make-up 


an exam (if the instructor is informed and gives permission prior to the scheduled exam 


and it conforms to University policy). To qualify for this exemption from the DUE 


DATE rule, you must: notify me in advance of the exam/paper due date of your possible 


absence, AND provide a legitimate reason (with documentation) for your absence (death 


in family, serious injury, etc.).  I determine the legitimacy of the documented absence. Do 


not anticipate any deviation from this policy. 


 


Extra credit: 


There is no extra credit in this course.  Do not expect any deviation from this policy.  


 


Deadlines: 


Students are encouraged not to wait until the last minute to complete assigned work.  The 


online@UCF support is available by email Monday thru Friday 8am to 5pm and by 


phone from 8:30am to 4:30 pm Monday thru Friday.   


If you wait until the last minute and have a technical (i.e. webcourses@UCF, Library 


Information Literacy Module, etc.) or any other type of issue, do not expect any deviation 


from the NO late work policy.  Begin to complete your assigned tasks with more than 


enough time in case you run into troubles or take longer to complete the task than you 


anticipated. 


 







  


 


Grade Breakdown: 


 


Discussion  


Library Module Sets  


Assessments     


Article Assessment   


20 % 


20% 


40% 


20% 


 


 


Grading Scale: 


 


94-100  A 


90-93  A- 


88-89  B+ 


84-87  B 


80-83  B- 


78-79  C+ 


74-77  C 


70-73  C- 


68-69  D+ 


64-67  D 


60-63  D- 


0 - 59  F 


 


Attendance Policy 


Students should check in on the webcourse at least twice per week and are required to 


attend all classes. 


 


Academic Honesty 


Plagiarism and Cheating of any kind on an examination, quiz, or assignment will result at 


least in an "F" for that assignment (and may, depending on the severity of the case, lead 


to an "F" for the entire course) and may be subject to appropriate referral to the Office of 


Student Conduct for further action. See the UCF Golden Rule for further information. I 


will assume for this course that you will adhere to the academic creed of this University 


and will maintain the highest standards of academic integrity. In other words, don't cheat 


in any way (including but not limited to giving answers to others or taking them from 



http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/





  


 


anyone else). I will also adhere to the highest standards of academic integrity, so please 


do not ask me to change (or expect me to change) your grade illegitimately or to bend or 


break rules. 


 


Disability Statement 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations 


for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon 


request. Students with disabilities who need accommodations in this course must contact 


the professor at the beginning of the semester to discuss needed accommodations. No 


accommodations will be provided until the student has met with the professor to request 


accommodations. Students who need accommodations must be registered with Student 


Disability Services, Student Resource Center Room 132, phone (407) 823-2371, 


TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting accommodations from the 


professor. 


 


Copyright 


This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, 


images, text materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use 


doctrine in order to enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, 


download or distribute these items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for this 


online classroom environment and your use only. All copyright materials are credited to 


the copyright holder. 


 


Third-Party Software and FERPA 


During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or 


software applications sometimes called third-party software such as a blog or wiki. While 


some of these could be required assignments, you need not make any personally 


identifying information on a public site. Do not post or provide any private information 


about yourself or your classmates. Where appropriate you may use a pseudonym or 


nickname. Some written assignments posted publicly may require personal 


reflection/comments, but the assignments will not require you to disclose any personally 


identity-sensitive information. If you have any concerns about this, please contact your 


instructor. 


 


 


 


 


 



http://www.sds.ucf.edu/

http://www.sds.ucf.edu/





  


 


Protocols 


Items of Note 


 This class is a combination of lectures and activities.  Relevant concepts 
will be covered in the lecture, and many of these concepts will be applied 
via various activities.  Therefore, it is imperative that students “attend” 
class regularly to fully understand the research process.  


 The reading associated with any of the lectures is meant to be read 
BEFORE that lecture. 


 Students that are able to access the computer labs on the UCF main 
campus or the Valencia West campus should plan on using the statistical 
software SPSS and should purchase the Pollock (2008) SPSS workbook.  
Students that live out of town and do not have access to these labs should 
use the LeRoy (2008) Microcase optional text.  See the course 
introduction for more detail about SPSS. 


 Save your work on a flash drive.  You will need it repeatedly and do not 
want to have to keep redoing all of your tasks. 


 If you have questions, ask. 


 The best way to reach me is through the mail tool on our webcourse. 


Research and Writing Skills:  


References required for written/class/online assignments must be relevant to our 
research, academic, authoritative and reliable. If you are a little shaky on 
academic standards governing acceptable references, ask questions of myself, 
or a librarian (or refer to the UCF library website). 
 
All written communication follows standard rules of English grammar and 
spelling.  If you are a little rusty on the standards acceptable in the academic 
community, go to the writing center, or ask me.  All written work should be 
presented in a formal, professional manner; using proper language and 
formatting, and should be edited for grammar, spelling, and writing flow/style.  


Writing Center:  


The University Writing Center (UWC) is a free resource for UCF undergraduates 
and graduates. At the UWC, a trained writing consultant will work individually with 
you on anything you're writing (in or out of class), at any point in the writing 
process from brainstorming to editing. Appointments are recommended, but not 
required. For more information or to make an appointment, visit the UWC website 
at http://www.uwc.ucf.edu, stop by MOD 608, or call 407.823.2197. 
 
 


Academic Misconduct 







  


 


Don’t Plagiarize (not properly citing sources, passing off someone else’s work 


as your own).  Plagiarism and Cheating of any kind on an examination, quiz, or 
assignment will result at least in an "F" for that assignment (and may, depending 
on the severity of the case, lead to an "F" for the entire course) and may be 
subject to appropriate referral to the Office of Student Conduct for further action. 
See the UCF Golden Rule for further information. I will assume for this course 
that you will adhere to the academic creed of this University and will maintain the 
highest standards of academic integrity. In other words, don't cheat by giving 
answers to others or taking them from anyone else. I will also adhere to the 
highest standards of academic integrity, so please do not ask me to change (or 
expect me to change) your grade illegitimately or to bend or break rules for one 
person that will not apply to everyone. 
 
Turnitin.com: In this course we may utilize turnitin.com, an automated system 
which instructors can use to quickly and easily compare each student's 
assignment with billions of web sites, as well as an enormous database of 
student papers that grows with each submission. Accordingly, you may be 
expected to submit assignments in both hard copy and electronic format. After 
the assignment is processed, as an instructor I receive a report from turnitin.com 
that states if and how another author’s work was used in the assignment. For a 
more detailed look at this process, visit http://www.turnitin.com 


Non-Academic Misconduct 


The scope and content of the material included in this course are defined by the 
professor in consultation with the responsible academic unit. Although the orderly 
exchange of ideas, including questions and discussions prompted by lectures, 
discussion sessions and laboratories, is viewed as a key part of the educational 
environment, the professor has the right to limit the scope and duration of these 
interactions.  
 
Students who engage in disruptive behavior, including persistent refusal to 
observe boundaries defined by the professor regarding inappropriate talking, 
discussions, and questions in the classroom may be subject to discipline for non-
academic misconduct for disruption of teaching or academic misconduct, as 
defined in the Golden Rule Student Handbook also defines potential sanctions 
for these types of infractions. 
 
Examples of inappropriate behavior include, but are not limited to: text 
messaging, talking or using cell phones, (turn off cell phones prior to class), 
surfing the internet, listening to music, downloading music, watching movies, 
checking scores, cursing, using offensive or inappropriate language of any kind, 
name calling, inappropriate actions of any kind, etc.  Any student acting in a 
disruptive manner may be asked to leave the classroom and will forfeit 
participation and attendance credit. 


Classroom Expectations 



http://www.turnitin.com/





  


 


The following ground rules will help your work in this course to go much more 
smoothly. Please carefully review these expectations and follow them. 


1. Academic integrity will be appraised according to the student academic 
behavior standards outlined in The Golden Rule of the University of 
Central Florida’s Student Handbook. See 
http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/ for further details. 


2. Don’t turn in late assignments. Late submissions will result in a zero (will 
not be accepted). 


3. Keep up with the reading and tasks. You have quite a few chapters, 
modules, discussion postings, and e-mail messages to read for the class. 
Students who keep up with the reading tend to do much better in this kind 
of class than those who do not. 


4. Don’t miss a quiz. Missed quizzes may not be retaken. No make-ups 
5. Work with others. You are required to make every effort to work effectively 


and promptly with others in your groups. Fair criticism of your failure to 
work effectively with others will significantly affect your collaboration and 
participation grade. 


6. No make-ups on missed assignments, activities, discussions, quizzes, 
exams, and/or papers. 


Web Useage and Hints 


Computer Useage:  
  
Students will be expected to have access to a computer frequently, as all writing 
assignments used will be typed out and not handwritten. The software you use to 
write your assignments is irrelevant, as long as you follow my writing guidelines 
outlined later in my syllabus. I recommend to have access to a computer weekly. 
If you do not own a computer, there are computer accessible to you in all UCF's 
computer labs. For further information on computer labs, please see the following 
website: http://registrar.sdes.ucf.edu/webguide/index_quickfind.aspx. 


Instructor Availability  


Students wishing to meet with me can do so before or after class, during office 
hours (listed at top of first page), or by appointment.  Please be aware that the 
easiest way to reach me is via e-mail.  
 
E-Mail:  


E-mail will be an integral part of this course. Make sure you: 


1. Check your webcourses e-mail at least twice per week (more often is 
better). 



http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://registrar.sdes.ucf.edu/webguide/index_quickfind.aspx





  


 


2. Be patient. Don’t expect an immediate response when you send a 
message. Generally, two days is considered reasonable amount of time to 
receive a reply. 


3. Include "Subject" headings: use something that is descriptive and refer to 
a particular assignment or topic. 


4. Be courteous and considerate. Being honest and expressing yourself 
freely is very important but being considerate of others online is just as 
important as in the classroom. 


5. Make every effort to be clear. Online communication lacks the nonverbal 
cues that fill in much of the meaning in face-to-face communication. 


6. Do not use all caps. This makes the message very hard to read and is 
considered "shouting." Check spelling, grammar, and punctuation (you 
may want to compose in a word processor, then cut and paste the 
message into the discussion or e-mail). 


7. Break up large blocks of text into paragraphs and use a space between 
paragraphs. 


8. Sign your e-mail messages. 
9. DO NOT email me hours (24 or less) before something is due to ask me 


questions about it.  You need to stay on task so that I have an appropriate 
amount of time to read the message and respond (generally, that is 48 
hours). 


Never assume that your e-mail can be read by no one except yourself; others 
may be able to read or access your mail. Never send or keep anything that you 
would not mind seeing on the evening news. 
 
I will communicate with you through the webcourses sites e-mail to answer 
questions regarding class assignments and exams.  Regarding exams, I will not 
give exact answers for possible exam questions, but rather will provide 
information to help you find the answers. Professional e-mail communication is 
an important skill that will last beyond the class and college experience.  Keep in 
mind how you want to present yourself through e-mail.  In this class our official 
mode of communication is through email. All communication between student 
and instructor and between student and student should be respectful and 
professional.  
 
Netiquette 


"Netiquette" has evolved to aid us in infusing our electronic communications with 
some of these missing behavioral pieces.  Do not use emoticons, causal 
abbreviations, or other non professional forms of communication in this course.  
Use words in an appropriate fashion. 


The important thing to remember is that all of the "cute" symbols in the world 
cannot replace your careful choice of words and "tone" in your communication. 


You can learn more about Netiquette and electronic communication by visiting 
Learning Online. 







  


 


Webcourses:  


Webcourses is an online course management system (accessed through 
my.ucf.edu and then the "Online Course Tools" tab) which will be used as a 
medium for turning in assignments and a forum for communicating with your 
teammates. Webcourses goes through a weekly system maintenance on Sunday 
mornings, DO NOT take your assessments at this time.  If you have a technical 
issue, contact online@ucf. 
 
Under the "Discussion" section, you will have a designated forum section. My 
recommendation is to check Webcourses every 2-3 days for updates from your 
teammates or myself.  I will post the lecture outlines, study guides and lab 
assignments on Webcourses.  If you are not familiar with this web site or you 
need more information please let me know.    
 
Privacy:  Access to Webocourses is extended to you for the duration of your 
enrollment in the course, providing that you comply with class and school 
policies. You may not share that access with another person who is not enrolled 
in the course. Students who do so violate the privacy of other students as well as 
school policy. The act may lead to the violator being denied access to the 
Blackboard shell. 
 
On occasion, I permit others to enter the course, to critique my work, to view the 
operations of the course, or to work on a technical problem. For the entire term, 
my technical consultant has access to the course to provide continuity for you 
should the unexpected happen to me. 


Discussion Topics 


Many of the "rules of the road" or protocols that apply to e-mail also apply to the 
use of discussions. Use the following conventions when composing a discussion 
posting: 


1. During a Discussion assignment, deadlines for posting to and replying will 
be specified with each assignment. It is a good practice to always check 
the Discussions multiple times during the week. 


2. If you want to send a personal message to the instructor or to another 
student, use e-mail rather than the discussions (see above E-mail 
Protocols). 


3. Use the appropriate Discussion Topic; don’t post everything on the "Main" 
Discussion Topic. 


4. Be patient. Don’t expect an immediate response when you send a 
message. 


5. A helpful hint for use with both discussions and e-mail --- Compose your 
message in your word-processing application in order to check spelling, 
punctuation, and grammar --- then copy and paste your composition into 
e-mail or the discussion. This also saves online time. 



http://my.ucf.edu/





  


 


6. Everyone should feel free to participate in class and online discussions. 
Regular and meaningful discussion postings constitute a substantial 
portion of your grade. 


7. Respect each other’s ideas, feelings and experience. 
8. Be courteous and considerate. It is important to be honest and to express 


yourself freely, but being considerate of others is just as important and 
expected online, as it is in the classroom. 


9. Explore disagreements and support assertions with data and evidence. 
10. "Subject" headings: use something that is descriptive and refer to a 


particular assignment or discussion topic when applicable. Some 
assignments will specify the subject heading. 


11. Use the "reply" button rather than the "compose" button if you are replying 
to someone else’s posting. 


12. Do not use postings such as "I agree," "I don’t know either," "Who cares," 
or "ditto." They do not add to the discussion, take up space on the 
Discussions, and will not be counted for assignment credit. 


13. Avoid posting large blocks of text. If you must, break them into paragraphs 
and use a space between paragraphs. 


14. Use the Technical Discussion topic for assistance with technical issues. 
Use the Help Discussion topic for questions about course material or 
assignments. There will be specific discussion topics for particular 
discussions - pay close attention to the assignment, and post 
appropriately. 


Viruses 


A virus can spell disaster. Your use of a reputable anti-virus program is a 
requirement for participation in this course (good ones include McAfee or 
Norton). 


Also, back up your files: "My hard drive crashed." "My modem doesn’t work." "My 
printer is out of ink." These are today’s equivalents of "My dog ate my 
homework." And these events really do occur and they are really inconvenient 
when they do. However, these are not valid excuses for failing to get your work in 
on time. 


Technical Resources 


For specific problems in any of the areas below or for further information go to 
the corresponding link for assistance. 


 UCF Home Page will help find UCF resources 
 UCF Computer Service Desk – You can also call the Service Desk at 407-


823-5117. 
 Learning Online This site provides information on study skills for distance 


learners, the library and the writing center. 



http://www.ucf.edu/

http://servicedesk.ucf.edu/

http://learn.ucf.edu/





  


 


 Buying a new computer or upgrading your current equipment – 
http://www.cstore.ucf.edu/  


 Hardware/Software Requirements 
 Technical Discussion Topic: If you have technical questions and/or 


problems, please post a message to the Technical Discussion Topic. I 
encourage members of the class who are technically proficient to also 
monitor this discussion topic and assist your classmates. 


 If your equipment problems prevent you from using e-mail from home, 
there are many computer labs on campus and virtually every public library 
offers Internet access. 


 


 


Schedule (tentative)  
 


All graded items are due by 11:59 pm on the due date unless otherwise noted. 


 


Week Topic Graded Item Due 


Date 
 Module 1: Introduction & Basics   


1 Foundations of Political Science Research  


Theory & Research Question 


Variables & Hypotheses 


Discussion 1.1: 


Post by 


Discussion 1.2: 


Reply by 


05/21/12 


05/28/12 


2 Literature Review & Library Research Library Module 


Sets 1 & 2 


05/28/12 


 Module 2: Data & Methods   


3 Data & Measurements 


Describing Variables 


Assessment 1 06/04/12 


4 Statistical Relationships Discussion 2.2: 


Post by 


Discussion 2.2: 


Reply by 


06/11/12 


06/18/12 


5 Statistical Relationships Assessment 2 06/18/12 


 Module 3: Topics in Research 


Design 


  


6 Cross-Sectional & Time Series Analyses  


Experimental & Quasi-Experimental Designs 


Discussion 3.1: 


Post by 


Discussion 3.2: 


06/25/12 


07/02/12 



http://www.cstore.ucf.edu/

http://learn.ucf.edu/webcourses/support.html





  


 


Reply by 


7 Surveys  & Sampling Assessment 3 07/02/12 


8 Qualitative Research Designs 


Content Analysis 


Ethics  


Article Activity 


Assessment 4 


07/09/12 


07/09/12 


 


NOTE: All dates and times are subject to change by Professor Vieux. Be informed and 


routinely check the Schedule and Class Discussion topics for any changes or updates 


Be Aware that Webcourses@UCF goes down for updates every Sunday at 6am for about 


four hours.  You should not attempt to take an assessment during this time.  I allow two 


dropped quizzes in case you have issues with Webcourses@UCF, so that it does not 


negatively influence your grade—I will not allow extra time for quizzes if you have been 


kicked from Webcourses@UCF.. 


 


 








Syllabus 
POS 3424: Congress and the Legislative Process  


Summer D 2012  
 


Instructor Contact 


Instructor  Nathan Ilderton 


Office  328 UCF Valencia West Building 11 


Office 
Hours 


Tuesday and Thursday 1:00-3:00 pm 


Phone  407-582-5611 


E-mail  
Please contact me via the email function within webcourses for all 
class related emails.  If webcourses is down you can reach me via my 
University email: Nathan.Ilderton@ucf.edu. 


Chat 


I will be available to answer questions online on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 2:30 to 4:00 in the Instructor Chat Room.  Keep in 
mind that you may not get an immediate response if students are 
physically in my office when you ask your question.  Please be patient.  
Chat times can be made by appointment upon request via course 
email. 


 


Course Information 


Course Name  Congress and the Legislative Process


Course ID & Section POS 3424 Section DW59 


Credit Hours  3 


Semester/Year  Summer D 2012 


Location Online 


 


Course Description 


This course is an examination of the politics of the United States Congress. 
During the semester we will examine the election of members of Congress, the 
legislative process, and the place of Congress in the broader context of the 







  


American government and democracy. This will mean exploring the rules, norms, 
individuals, and historical events that have shaped the Congress. We will also 
discuss the development of the modern Congress and where it is heading in 
future. 


Prerequisite POS 2041 or consent of the instructor. 


 


Course Objectives 


This course will equip you not only to describe how Congress operates, but 
analyze why it operates in the manner it does. Students will become familiar with 
the theories posited by political scientists to explain congressional process and 
evaluate the rigor of these theories. At the end of the course, students will be 
better able to understand and analyze political outcomes within Congress and in 
the American political system in general. 


Required Text 


 Roger H. Davidson, Walter J. Oleszek, and Francis E. Lee. Congress and 
Its Members, 13th edition (CQ Press) 


 Jacobson, Gary C. The Politics of Congressional Elections, 8th edition. 
(Pearson Longman). 


Course Requirements 


The course is divided into three week segments (see course schedule).  During 
these periods five modules will be available.  You will be required in each period 
to complete four quizzes participate in one discussion and complete one internet 
assignment.  During the third week of each section an exam will open for you to 
complete.  Modules will open on the Monday at the beginning of the first week 
and close the Sunday after the third week at 11:59 pm. 


Missed Assignments/Make-Ups/Extra Credit 


I will not allow missed assignments to be made up without a documented 
university excused absence. If you know ahead of time that you will be unable to 
complete a module on time please inform me prior to the closing time. If you 
cannot inform me ahead of time, please inform me within one business day of the 
closing of the module either via phone or email. Date and time of makeup 
modules will be determined by the instructor on a case by case basis. I reserve 
the right to change the format and questions of makeup modules at my 
discretion. 


 







  


Evaluation and Grading 


Each module will consist of reading and lecture materials you will be required to 
read or watch.  Four of five modules in each segment of the class has a quiz 
associated with it.  Quizzes consist of true/false and multiple choice questions. 
True/false and multiple choice questions will be worth one point each. Your quiz 
grade will be computed by dividing the total points earned during the semester by 
the total points available. Quizzes are listed under the assessments tab on the 
course menu. 


Each three week segment of the class will include one discussion question in 
which you will be asked to interact with your classmates.   Each discussion 
contribution will be graded on a 100 point scale based on the accuracy of the 
answer to the question posed and the quality of the interaction with fellow 
students.  These are listed under the discussions tab of the course menu. 


Each three week segment of the class will include an internet assignment. These 
will be assignments that require you to find or examine materials related to 
Congress on the web and respond to them. These assignments will be graded on 
a 100 point scale.  These will be listed under the assignments tab on the course 
menu.  These assignments substitute for quizzes in Modules 4, 7, and 11. 


During the third week of each segment of the class, an exam will be available 
which you are required to complete.  Exams consist of five short answer 
questions from the material covered in the three week segment.  The second and 
third exams are not cumulative.  Exam questions should be answered in or two 
paragraphs each.  Exams will open at midnight on the Monday of the third week 
and close on the following Sunday at 11:59 pm (see course schedule). 


Once you begin a quiz, exam, or other assignment there is no time limit for it to 
be completed.  However, be aware that you only get one attempt to complete a 
quiz or exam, i.e. once you start a quiz or exam you must complete it. 


Please note that the semester ends on Friday, July 13th.  Assignments for Part III 
(including the exam) will be due at 11:59 pm that day.  Exam 3 will open at 
midnight on Saturday July 7th to give you the normal allotted time for the 
assignment.  


Assignments will be weighted in the following manner for calculating the final 
grade.  


 
 


Assignment  Percentage of Grade 


Quizzes  20% 







  


Internet Assignments  10% 


Discussions  10% 


Exam 1 20% 


Exam 2 20% 


Exam 3 20% 


Total  100%  


 
Final grades will be awarded according to the following scale. 
 


Letter Grade  Points  


A  90-100 


B  80-89 


C  70-79 


D 60-69 


F  59 or below  


 


Academic Honesty 


Plagiarism and Cheating of any kind on an examination, quiz, or assignment will 
result at least in an "F" for that assignment (and may, depending on the severity 
of the case, lead to an "F" for the entire course) and may be subject to 
appropriate referral to the Office of Student Conduct for further action. See the 
UCF Golden Rule for further information. I will assume for this course that you 
will adhere to the academic creed of this University and will maintain the highest 
standards of academic integrity. In other words, don't cheat by giving answers to 
others or taking them from anyone else. I will also adhere to the highest 
standards of academic integrity, so please do not ask me to change (or expect 
me to change) your grade illegitimately or to bend or break rules for one person 
that will not apply to everyone. 


Disability Statement 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable 
accommodations for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in 
alternate formats upon request. Students who need accommodations must be 
registered with Student Disability Services, Student Resource Center Room 132, 
phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting 
accommodations from the professor. 







  


Copyright 


This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video 
clips, images, text materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the 
Fair Use doctrine in order to enhance the learning environment. Please do not 
copy, duplicate, download or distribute these items. The use of these materials is 
strictly reserved for this online classroom environment and your use only. All 
copyright materials are credited to the copyright holder. 


Third-Party Software and FERPA 


During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services 
and/or software applications sometimes called third-party software such as a 
blog or wiki. While some of these could be required assignments, you need not 
make any personally identifying information on a public site. Do not post or 
provide any private information about yourself or your classmates. Where 
appropriate you may use a pseudonym or nickname. Some written assignments 
posted publicly may require personal reflection/comments, but the assignments 
will not require you to disclose any personally identity-sensitive information. If you 
have any concerns about this, please contact your instructor. 
 







  


Schedule 
Modules assignments and exams open at midnight on the open date and close at 
11:59pm on the close date. 
 


Weeks Topic Readings Assignments
Open 
Dates 


Due 
Dates 


 Part I 
Weeks1-3 


Module 1: 
Introduction, Origins 
and Development of 
Congress 


DOL Ch. 
1-2 
 


Module 1 
Quiz 


May 
14th 


June 
3rd 


Module 2: The 
Electoral Connection


 Module 2 
Quiz 
Electoral 
Connection 
Discussion 


May 
14th 


June 
3rd 


Module 3: 
Congressional 
Elections: Context 
and Candidates 
 


Jacobson 
Ch. 1,2, 3 
 


Module 3 
Quiz 


May 
14th 


June 
3rd 


Module 4: 
Congressional 
Elections: 
Campaigns 


Jacobson 
Ch. 4 
 


Campaign 
Ads Internet 
Assignment 


May 
14th 


June 
3rd 


Module 5: 
Congressional 
Elections: Voters 
and National Politics


Jacobson 
Ch. 5-6 
 


Module 5 
Quiz 


May 
14th 


June 
3rd 


Week 3 Exam 1   May 
28th 


June 
3rd 


Part II 
Weeks 4-6 


Module 6: 
Representation and 
an Introduction to 
Lawmaking 


DOL Ch. 5 
 


Module 6 
Quiz 


June 
4th 


June 
24th 


Module 7: Parties DOL Ch. 6 
 


Parties and 
Leadership 
Internet 
Assignment 


June 
4th 


June 
24th 


Module 8: 
Committees 


DOL Ch. 7 Module 8 
Quiz 


June 
4th 


June 
24th 







  


Module 9: Rules, 
Norms, and 
Procedures 
 


DOL Ch. 8 Module 9 
Quiz 
House and 
Senate 
Procedures 
Discussion 


June 
4th 


June 
24th 


Module 10: Roll Call 
Voting 


DOL Ch. 9 Module 10 
Quiz  


June 
4th 


June 
24th 


Week 6 Exam 2   June 
18th 


June 
24th 


Part III  
Weeks 7-9 


Module 11: 
Congress and the 
President 


DOL Ch. 
10 


Presidential 
Rhetoric 
Internet 
Assignment 


June 
25th 


July 
13th 


Module 12: 
Congress and the 
Bureaucracy 


DOL Ch. 
11 


Module 11 
Quiz 


June 
25th 


July 
13th 


Module 13: 
Congress and the 
Judiciary 


DOL Ch. 
12 


Module 12 
Quiz 


June 
25th 


July 
13th 


Module 14: 
Congress and 
Organized Interests 


DOL Ch. 
13 


Module 13 
Quiz 
Congress and 
Organized 
Interests 
Discussion 


June 
25th 


July 
13th 


Module 15: 
Congress and the 
Policy Process 


DOL Ch. 
14, 15 
 


Module 15 
Quiz 


June 
25th 


July 
13th 


Week 9 Exam 3    July 
7th 


July 
13th 


 
Note: All dates and times are subject to change by Dr. Ilderton. Be informed and 
routinely check the Schedule and Class Discussion topics for any changes or 
updates. 
 







  


Protocols 


Classroom Expectations 


The following ground rules will help your work in this course to go much more smoothly. 
Please carefully review these expectations and follow them. 


1. Academic integrity will be appraised according to the student academic behavior 
standards outlined in The Golden Rule of the University of Central Florida’s 
Student Handbook. See http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/ for further details. 


2. Don’t turn in late assignments. Late submissions will not be accepted. 
3. Keep up with the reading. You have quite a few chapters, modules, discussion 


postings, and e-mail messages to read for the class. Please keep up with the 
reading. Students who keep up with the reading tend to do much better in this 
kind of class than those who do not. 


4. Don’t miss a quiz. Missed quizzes may not be retaken. 


E-mail 


E-mail will be an integral part of this course. Make sure you: 


1. Check your e-mail at least twice per week (more often is better). 
2. Be patient. Don’t expect an immediate response when you send a message. 


Generally, two days is considered reasonable amount of time to receive a reply. 
3. Include "Subject" headings: use something that is descriptive and refer to a 


particular assignment or topic. 
4. Be courteous and considerate. Being honest and expressing yourself freely is very 


important but being considerate of others online is just as important as in the 
classroom. 


5. Make every effort to be clear. Online communication lacks the nonverbal cues 
that fill in much of the meaning in face-to-face communication. 


6. Do not use all caps. This makes the message very hard to read and is considered 
"shouting." Check spelling, grammar, and punctuation (you may want to compose 
in a word processor, then cut and paste the message into the discussion or e-mail). 


7. Break up large blocks of text into paragraphs and use a space between paragraphs. 
8. Sign your e-mail messages. 
9. Never assume that your e-mail can be read by no one except yourself; others may 


be able to read or access your mail. Never send or keep anything that you would 
not mind seeing on the evening news. 


Note: Review the Netiquette and Viruses section below 


Discussion Topics 







  


Many of the "rules of the road" or protocols that apply to e-mail also apply to the use of 
discussions. Use the following conventions when composing a discussion posting: 


1. During a Discussion assignment, deadlines for posting to and replying will be 
specified with each assignment. It is a good practice to always check the 
Discussions multiple times during the week. 


2. If you want to send a personal message to the instructor or to another student, use 
e-mail rather than the discussions (see above E-mail Protocols). 


3. Use the appropriate Discussion Topic; don’t post everything on the "Main" 
Discussion Topic. 


4. Be patient. Don’t expect an immediate response when you send a message. 
5. A helpful hint for use with both discussions and e-mail --- Compose your message 


in your word-processing application in order to check spelling, punctuation, and 
grammar --- then copy and paste your composition into e-mail or the discussion. 
This also saves online time. 


6. Everyone should feel free to participate in class and online discussions. Regular 
and meaningful discussion postings constitute a substantial portion of your grade. 


7. Respect each other’s ideas, feelings and experience. 
8. Be courteous and considerate. It is important to be honest and to express yourself 


freely, but being considerate of others is just as important and expected online, as 
it is in the classroom. 


9. Explore disagreements and support assertions with data and evidence. 
10. "Subject" headings: use something that is descriptive and refer to a particular 


assignment or discussion topic when applicable. Some assignments will specify 
the subject heading. 


11. Use the "reply" button rather than the "compose" button if you are replying to 
someone else’s posting. 


12. Do not use postings such as "I agree," "I don’t know either," "Who cares," or 
"ditto." They do not add to the discussion, take up space on the Discussions, and 
will not be counted for assignment credit. 


13. Avoid posting large blocks of text. If you must, break them into paragraphs and 
use a space between paragraphs. 


14. Use the Technical Discussion topic for assistance with technical issues. Use the 
Help Discussion topic for questions about course material or assignments. There 
will be specific discussion topics for particular discussions - pay close attention to 
the assignment, and post appropriately. 


Note: Review the Netiquette, Viruses and Technical Resources sections below. 


Netiquette 


"Netiquette" has evolved to aid us in infusing our electronic communications with some 
of these missing behavioral pieces. "Emoticons" and other tools have become popular 
and I encourage their use when it will add to the clarity of your communication. 


 :-)        happy, pleased 
 :-(        sad, displeased 







  


 :-O      surprised 
 >:-|      angry 


Abbreviate when possible. Examples: 


 LOL    laugh out loud, "I find this funny" 
 ROFL  rolling on floor laughing, really funny 
 BTW    by the way 
 *grin*   smiling 
 IMHO   in my humble opinion 
 FYI       for your info 
 Flame   antagonistic criticism 


Netiquette continues to evolve and I am sure that we will have constant additions to this 
growing language. The important thing to remember is that all of the "cute" symbols in 
the world cannot replace your careful choice of words and "tone" in your communication. 


You can learn more about Netiquette and electronic communication by visiting Learning 
Online. 


Viruses 


A virus can spell disaster. Your use of a reputable anti-virus program is a requirement for 
participation in this course (good ones include McAfee or Norton). 


Also, back up your files: "My hard drive crashed." "My modem doesn’t work." "My 
printer is out of ink." These are today’s equivalents of "My dog ate my homework." And 
these events really do occur and they are really inconvenient when they do. However, 
these are not valid excuses for failing to get your work in on time. 


Technical Resources 


For specific problems in any of the areas below or for further information go to the 
corresponding link for assistance. 


 UCF Home Page will help find UCF resources 
 UCF Computer Service Desk – You can also call the Service Desk at 407-823-


5117. 
 Learning Online This site provides information on study skills for distance 


learners, the library and the writing center. 
 Buying a new computer or upgrading your current equipment – 


http://www.cstore.ucf.edu/  
 Hardware/Software Requirements 
 Technical Discussion Topic: If you have technical questions and/or problems, 


please post a message to the Technical Discussion Topic. I encourage members of 







  


the class who are technically proficient to also monitor this discussion topic and 
assist your classmates. 


 If your equipment problems prevent you from using e-mail from home, there are 
many computer labs on campus and virtually every public library offers Internet 
access. 


 
 








Syllabus 
POS 4412: Presidential Campaigning  


Summer D 2012  
 


Instructor Contact 


Instructor  Nathan Ilderton 


Office  328 UCF Valencia West Building 11 


Office 
Hours 


Tuesday and Thursday 1:00-3:00 pm 


Phone  407-582-5611 


E-mail  
Please contact me via the email function within webcourses for all 
class related emails.  If webcourses is down you can reach me via my 
University email: Nathan.Ilderton@ucf.edu. 


Chat 


I will be available to answer questions online on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 1:00 to 2:30 in the Instructor Chat Room.  Keep in 
mind that you may not get an immediate response if students are 
physically in my office when you ask your question.  Please be patient.  
Chat times can be made by appointment upon request via course 
email. 


 


Course Information 


Course Name  Presidential Campaigning


Course ID & Section POS 4412 Section DW59


Credit Hours  3 


Semester/Year  Summer D 2012 


Location Online 


 


Course Description 


This course introduces the process of candidate selection, convention behavior, 
actual campaign process, and the transition of power. 
 







  


Prerequisite: ENC 1102 
 


Course Objectives 


This course focuses on the context and process of presidential elections.  
Students will become familiar with the historical and contemporary context in 
which presidential elections take place.  We will examine the process of 
elections from the primaries through the general election, including the roles of 
political actors beyond the candidates themselves.  Finally, we will examine 
specific controversies that have arisen within the modern presidential campaign 
and proposals to address them.  These issues include the electoral college, the 
changing roles of political parties and the recent rise of super PACs. 


Required Text 


 Presidential Elections: Strategies and Structures of American Politics. by 
Nelson Polsby, Aaron Wildavsky, Steven Schier, and David Hopkins.  13th 
edition.  Rowman & Littlefield. 


 Campaigns on the Cutting Edge. Richard Semiatin, eds. 2nd edition. Sage 
CQ Press.  


 Links for articles will be periodically included in modules as required 
reading (See Below). 


JSTOR 


Several articles will be accessible through JSTOR, an archive of academic 
journal articles.  JSTOR can be accessed through the library website by logging 


into the library website at http://library.ucf.edu/, and clicking on the log in 
link at the top right.  Your library id number is on your UCF ID card.   


Once you have logged in click on “Articles and Databases”, the “J” tab and select 
JSTOR from the menu. 


Once at the JSTOR website “political science” under browse by discipline and 
use the reference given to you in the module to find the article. 


Any questions regarding logging into the library’s site should be directed to the 
library help desk.  http://library.ucf.edu.ezproxy.lib.ucf.edu/Ask/   


Course Requirements 


The course is divided into three week segments (see course schedule).  During 
these periods four modules will be available.  You will be required in each period 
to complete four quizzes participate in one discussion and complete one internet 
assignment.  During the third week of each section an exam will open for you to 







  


complete.  Modules will open on the Monday at the beginning of the first week 
and close the Sunday after the third week at 11:59 pm. 


Missed Assignments/Make-Ups/Extra Credit 


I will not allow missed assignments to be made up without a documented 
university excused absence. If you know ahead of time that you will be unable to 
complete a module on time please inform me prior to the closing time. If you 
cannot inform me ahead of time, please inform me within one business day of the 
closing of the module either via phone or email. Date and time of makeup 
modules will be determined by the instructor on a case by case basis. I reserve 
the right to change the format and questions of makeup modules at my 
discretion. 


 


Evaluation and Grading 


Each module will consist of reading and lecture materials you will be required to 
read or watch.  Each module has a quiz associated with it.  Quizzes consist of 
true/false and multiple choice questions. True/false and multiple choice questions 
will be worth one point each. Your quiz grade will be computed by dividing the 
total points earned during the semester by the total points available. Quizzes are 
listed under the assessments tab on the course menu. 


Each three week segment of the class will include one discussion question in 
which you will be asked to interact with your classmates.   Each discussion 
contribution will be graded on a 100 point scale based on the accuracy of the 
answer to the question posed and the quality of the interaction with fellow 
students.  These are listed under the discussions tab of the course menu. 


Each three week segment of the class will include an internet assignment. These 
will be assignments that require you to find or examine materials related to 
presidential campaigns on the web and respond to them. These assignments will 
be graded on a 100 point scale.  These will be listed under the assignments tab 
on the course menu. 


During the third week of each segment of the class, an exam will be available 
which you are required to complete.  Exams consist of five short answer 
questions from the material covered in the three week segment.  The second and 
third exams are not cumulative.  Exam questions should be answered in or two 
paragraphs each.  Exams will open at midnight on the Monday of the third week 
and close on the following Sunday at 11:59 pm (see course schedule). 


Once you begin a quiz, exam, or other assignment there is no time limit for it to 
be completed.  However, be aware that you only get one attempt to complete a 
quiz or exam, i.e. once you start a quiz or exam you must complete it. 







  


Please note that the semester ends on Friday, July 13th.  Assignments for Part III 
(including the exam) will be due at 11:59 pm that day.  Exam 3 will open at 
midnight on Saturday July 7th to give you the normal allotted time for the 
assignment.  


Assignments will be weighted in the following manner for calculating the final 
grade.  


 
 


Assignment  Percentage of Grade 


Quizzes  20% 


Internet Assignments  10% 


Discussions  10% 


Exam 1 20% 


Exam 2 20% 


Exam 3 20% 


Total  100%  


 
Final grades will be awarded according to the following scale. 
 


Letter Grade  Points  


A  90-100 


B  80-89 


C  70-79 


D 60-69 


F  59 or below  


 


Academic Honesty 


Plagiarism and Cheating of any kind on an examination, quiz, or assignment will 
result at least in an "F" for that assignment (and may, depending on the severity 
of the case, lead to an "F" for the entire course) and may be subject to 
appropriate referral to the Office of Student Conduct for further action. See the 
UCF Golden Rule for further information. I will assume for this course that you 
will adhere to the academic creed of this University and will maintain the highest 
standards of academic integrity. In other words, don't cheat by giving answers to 
others or taking them from anyone else. I will also adhere to the highest 







  


standards of academic integrity, so please do not ask me to change (or expect 
me to change) your grade illegitimately or to bend or break rules for one person 
that will not apply to everyone. 


Disability Statement 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable 
accommodations for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in 
alternate formats upon request. Students who need accommodations must be 
registered with Student Disability Services, Student Resource Center Room 132, 
phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting 
accommodations from the professor. 


Copyright 


This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video 
clips, images, text materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the 
Fair Use doctrine in order to enhance the learning environment. Please do not 
copy, duplicate, download or distribute these items. The use of these materials is 
strictly reserved for this online classroom environment and your use only. All 
copyright materials are credited to the copyright holder. 


Third-Party Software and FERPA 


During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services 
and/or software applications sometimes called third-party software such as a 
blog or wiki. While some of these could be required assignments, you need not 
make any personally identifying information on a public site. Do not post or 
provide any private information about yourself or your classmates. Where 
appropriate you may use a pseudonym or nickname. Some written assignments 
posted publicly may require personal reflection/comments, but the assignments 
will not require you to disclose any personally identity-sensitive information. If you 
have any concerns about this, please contact your instructor. 







  


Schedule 
Modules assignments and exams open at midnight on the open date and close at 
11:59pm on the close date. 
 


Weeks Topic Readings Assignments
Open 
Dates 


Due 
Dates 


 Part I 
Weeks1-3 


Module 
1:Introduction and 
Voters 


Polsby et al. 
Ch. 1 
Campaigns, 
Ch. 1 


Module 1 Quiz May 
14th 


June 
3rd 


Module 2:Interest 
Groups 


Polsby et al. 
Ch. 2 
Campaigns 
Ch. 8 


Module 2 Quiz May 
14th 


June 
3rd 


Module 3: Rules, 
Incumbency, and 
Money 


Polsby et al. 
Ch 3. pgs 
51-73, 85-93
Campaigns 
Ch. 2 


Module 3 Quiz
Money in 
Politics 
Discussion 


May 
14th 


June 
3rd 


Module 4: Media Polsby et al. 
Ch. 3 pgs 
73-85 
Campaigns 
Ch. 3, 4 


Module 4 Quiz
Campaign Ads 
Internet 
Assignment 


May 
14th 


June 
3rd 


Week 3 Exam 1   May 
28th 


June 
3rd 


Part II 
Weeks 4-6 


Module 5: 
Primaries 


Polsby et al 
Ch. 4, pgs 
93-128 
 


Module 5 Quiz
Primary 
Process 
Discussion 


June 
4th 


June 
24th 


Module 6: 
Conventions 


Polsby et al. 
Ch. 4, pgs. 
128-146 


Module 6 Quiz June 
4th 


June 
24th 


Module 7: Debates 
and Persuading 
Voters 


Polsby et al. 
Ch 5, 
pgs 147-
164, & 184-
190 
Campaigns 
Ch. 6 
 


Module 7 Quiz
Debates 
Internet 
Assignment 


June 
4th 


June 
24th 







  


Module 8: 
Campaign 
Professionals, 
GOTV, and the 
General Election 


Polsby et al, 
Ch 5, pgs 
164-184 and 
190-208 
Campaigns 
Ch. 5 


Module 8 Quiz June 
4th 


June 
24th 


Week 6 Exam 2   June 
18th 


June 
24th 


Part III  
Weeks 7-9 


Module 9: Reforms 
to the Nominating 
Process 


Polsby et al, 
Ch 6, pgs 
209-231 


Module 9 Quiz June 
25th 


July 
13th 


Module 10: The 
Electoral College 
 


Polsby et al., 
Ch. 6, pgs 
231-240 


Module 10 
Quiz 
Electoral 
College 
Discussion 


June 
25th 


July 
13th 


Module 11: Parties 
and Elections 


Polsby et al. 
Ch. 7 
Campaigns 
Ch. 7 


Module 11 
Quiz 


June 
25th 


July 
13th 


Campaign Finance 
Reexamined: The 
Rise of Super 
PACs 


Campaigns 
Ch. 10 


Module 12 
Quiz  
Super PACs 
Internet 
Assignment 


June 
25th 


July 
13th 


Week 9 Exam 3    July 
7th 


July 
13th 


 
Note: All dates and times are subject to change by Dr. Ilderton. Be informed and 
routinely check the Schedule and Class Discussion topics for any changes or 
updates. 
 







  


Protocols 


Classroom Expectations 


The following ground rules will help your work in this course to go much more smoothly. 
Please carefully review these expectations and follow them. 


1. Academic integrity will be appraised according to the student academic behavior 
standards outlined in The Golden Rule of the University of Central Florida’s 
Student Handbook. See http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/ for further details. 


2. Don’t turn in late assignments. Late submissions will not be accepted. 
3. Keep up with the reading. You have quite a few chapters, modules, discussion 


postings, and e-mail messages to read for the class. Please keep up with the 
reading. Students who keep up with the reading tend to do much better in this 
kind of class than those who do not. 


4. Don’t miss a quiz. Missed quizzes may not be retaken. 


E-mail 


E-mail will be an integral part of this course. Make sure you: 


1. Check your e-mail at least twice per week (more often is better). 
2. Be patient. Don’t expect an immediate response when you send a message. 


Generally, two days is considered reasonable amount of time to receive a reply. 
3. Include "Subject" headings: use something that is descriptive and refer to a 


particular assignment or topic. 
4. Be courteous and considerate. Being honest and expressing yourself freely is very 


important but being considerate of others online is just as important as in the 
classroom. 


5. Make every effort to be clear. Online communication lacks the nonverbal cues 
that fill in much of the meaning in face-to-face communication. 


6. Do not use all caps. This makes the message very hard to read and is considered 
"shouting." Check spelling, grammar, and punctuation (you may want to compose 
in a word processor, then cut and paste the message into the discussion or e-mail). 


7. Break up large blocks of text into paragraphs and use a space between paragraphs. 
8. Sign your e-mail messages. 
9. Never assume that your e-mail can be read by no one except yourself; others may 


be able to read or access your mail. Never send or keep anything that you would 
not mind seeing on the evening news. 


Note: Review the Netiquette and Viruses section below 


Discussion Topics 







  


Many of the "rules of the road" or protocols that apply to e-mail also apply to the use of 
discussions. Use the following conventions when composing a discussion posting: 


1. During a Discussion assignment, deadlines for posting to and replying will be 
specified with each assignment. It is a good practice to always check the 
Discussions multiple times during the week. 


2. If you want to send a personal message to the instructor or to another student, use 
e-mail rather than the discussions (see above E-mail Protocols). 


3. Use the appropriate Discussion Topic; don’t post everything on the "Main" 
Discussion Topic. 


4. Be patient. Don’t expect an immediate response when you send a message. 
5. A helpful hint for use with both discussions and e-mail --- Compose your message 


in your word-processing application in order to check spelling, punctuation, and 
grammar --- then copy and paste your composition into e-mail or the discussion. 
This also saves online time. 


6. Everyone should feel free to participate in class and online discussions. Regular 
and meaningful discussion postings constitute a substantial portion of your grade. 


7. Respect each other’s ideas, feelings and experience. 
8. Be courteous and considerate. It is important to be honest and to express yourself 


freely, but being considerate of others is just as important and expected online, as 
it is in the classroom. 


9. Explore disagreements and support assertions with data and evidence. 
10. "Subject" headings: use something that is descriptive and refer to a particular 


assignment or discussion topic when applicable. Some assignments will specify 
the subject heading. 


11. Use the "reply" button rather than the "compose" button if you are replying to 
someone else’s posting. 


12. Do not use postings such as "I agree," "I don’t know either," "Who cares," or 
"ditto." They do not add to the discussion, take up space on the Discussions, and 
will not be counted for assignment credit. 


13. Avoid posting large blocks of text. If you must, break them into paragraphs and 
use a space between paragraphs. 


14. Use the Technical Discussion topic for assistance with technical issues. Use the 
Help Discussion topic for questions about course material or assignments. There 
will be specific discussion topics for particular discussions - pay close attention to 
the assignment, and post appropriately. 


Note: Review the Netiquette, Viruses and Technical Resources sections below. 


Netiquette 


"Netiquette" has evolved to aid us in infusing our electronic communications with some 
of these missing behavioral pieces. "Emoticons" and other tools have become popular 
and I encourage their use when it will add to the clarity of your communication. 


 :-)        happy, pleased 
 :-(        sad, displeased 







  


 :-O      surprised 
 >:-|      angry 


Abbreviate when possible. Examples: 


 LOL    laugh out loud, "I find this funny" 
 ROFL  rolling on floor laughing, really funny 
 BTW    by the way 
 *grin*   smiling 
 IMHO   in my humble opinion 
 FYI       for your info 
 Flame   antagonistic criticism 


Netiquette continues to evolve and I am sure that we will have constant additions to this 
growing language. The important thing to remember is that all of the "cute" symbols in 
the world cannot replace your careful choice of words and "tone" in your communication. 


You can learn more about Netiquette and electronic communication by visiting Learning 
Online. 


Viruses 


A virus can spell disaster. Your use of a reputable anti-virus program is a requirement for 
participation in this course (good ones include McAfee or Norton). 


Also, back up your files: "My hard drive crashed." "My modem doesn’t work." "My 
printer is out of ink." These are today’s equivalents of "My dog ate my homework." And 
these events really do occur and they are really inconvenient when they do. However, 
these are not valid excuses for failing to get your work in on time. 


Technical Resources 


For specific problems in any of the areas below or for further information go to the 
corresponding link for assistance. 


 UCF Home Page will help find UCF resources 
 UCF Computer Service Desk – You can also call the Service Desk at 407-823-


5117. 
 Learning Online This site provides information on study skills for distance 


learners, the library and the writing center. 
 Buying a new computer or upgrading your current equipment – 


http://www.cstore.ucf.edu/  
 Hardware/Software Requirements 
 Technical Discussion Topic: If you have technical questions and/or problems, 


please post a message to the Technical Discussion Topic. I encourage members of 







  


the class who are technically proficient to also monitor this discussion topic and 
assist your classmates. 


 If your equipment problems prevent you from using e-mail from home, there are 
many computer labs on campus and virtually every public library offers Internet 
access. 


 
 

























POS 3122W State Government 


Summer 2012 Syllabus 


Contact Information 


Instructor: Dr. Aubrey Jewett 


Office: Phillips Hall 302 E 


Office Hours: Online by e-mail or in person by appointment. 


Phone: Political Science Main Office 407-823-2608; Direct Office Line 407-823-6030 


E-mail: aubrey.jewett@ucf.edu 


Course Description 


State Government examines politics in the American states focusing on foundations, 
institutions, processes and policy. We look at the demographic and economic 
environment of the states as well as state constitutions and the role of states in the 
federal system. We examine participation in state and local politics, the role of political 
parties and the conduct of state and local elections. We explore state institutions 
including the legislature, executive branch, bureaucracy, and courts. We also 
investigate the structure, function, governance and challenges facing local government 
in the US. Finally we analyze and evaluate state and local policy including criminal 
justice, land use, economic development, civil rights, education, health, welfare and 
taxation. 


Goals 


1. Knowledge: Students should understand basic facts and concepts related to state 
politics and policy. 


2. Comparative Approach: Students will engage in the comparative analytical approach: 
examining political institutions and behaviors across states in order to identify and 
explain similarities and differences. 


3. Public Policy: Students will evaluate the role of state government in managing conflict 
over what values should be implemented as public policy in a variety of areas. 


4. Florida: Students will focus on Florida to see how and why politics and policy operate 
as they do in our own state contrasted to others. 







5. Diversity: Students will explore how diversity impacts state politics and policy 
focusing on contemporary minority American culture as defined by race, ethnicity, 
gender, social and economic class, age, sexual orientation and physical ability. 


Required Texts 


1. Thomas R. Dye and Susan A. MacManus, Politics in States and Communities, 14th 
ed. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson, 2012. (D&M) 


2. Bruce Stinebrickner, ed. Annual Editions: State and Local Government, 15th ed. New 
York: McGraw Hill. 2012. (SLG) 


Evaluation 


8 Modules – 100% of your total grade. Each module consists of 2 graded activities: 
Chapter Quiz and Compare, Contrast, Update & Discuss. Each module will usually 
cover 2 chapters from the Dye and MacManus text (the last module has 3 chapters) and 
6-7 articles from the SLG reader. Since there are 8 modules and nine weeks you will 
have about a week to do each module. 


Chapter Quiz – 40% of total grade. Each quiz will usually have 50 questions 
covering material from Dye and MacManus and from the SLG articles. You will normally 
have 60 minutes to take the quiz. You may take the quiz a second time to improve your 
score. If you pass the first quiz with at least a 60 or higher and choose to take the quiz a 
second time I will take the higher score of the two attempts as your grade for the quiz. If 
you score less than 60 on the first attempt and take the quiz a second time I will take 
the average of the two attempts as your grade for the quiz. You should read the 
chapters and articles and study before starting the quiz as you will not have time to look 
up every answer. 


Compare, Contrast, Update & Discuss – 60% of total grade. I will put you in small 
groups for the online discussion based on your last name. Compare, Contrast, Update 
& Discuss will include several steps. First you will compare and contrast state or local 
governments by looking up information online and writing a 700-1000 word essay. Next 
you will update information from the readings by looking up and writing a 350-500 word 
current event. You will upload this paper (the compare and contrast and current event) 
using the assignment function and also paste it into your discussion group. Finally you 
must engage in discussion with your fellow classmates by responding to their 
comparisons and contrast and current event. The discussion will require a minimum of 
three postings each week: the initial posting of your paper and then at least two 
postings responding to your fellow students. You should attempt to engage in 
professional college level discussion with your classmates. Highest grades go to 
students who exceed my expectations for quantity and quality of their papers and their 
discussion with classmates. Two additional postings is the minimum to get a C on that 
part of the assignment. You will need 8 or more (depending on quality and length) 
additional postings to get the highest possible score on discussing with class mates. 







To grade discussion I have developed a rubric (scoring guidelines). Each discussion is 
worth up to 100 points: 50 points are possible for comparing and contrasting, 30 points 
for the current event, and 20 points for discussing things with your classmates. In 
addition there will be a 10 point penalty for each day the initial posting is late. So 10 
points off for one day late and 20 points off for two days late and then the module 
closes. Once the module closes you will not be able to post further and I will not accept 
your postings. 


Policies 


1. If you have questions about the course of a general nature do not e-mail me initially. 
Instead post your question in the Discussions section of the web site. Once in 
Discussions section select the topic “Questions for Professor Jewett” and then hit 
“Create Message,” type in your question and then hit “post.” Wait 48 hours for a 
response. You should review this section before asking your question as someone else 
may have already asked it. Of course if your problem is personal (grade related for 
instance) or involves not being able to get on the site (and hence unable to get to 
Discussions) feel free to e-mail me at my normal e-mail address - I do not use course 
mail! 


2. If you would like to seek the help of fellow students go to Discussions and select the 
topic “Students Seeking Help from Students” and post your question as above. This can 
be a technical question about computer problems or a subject matter question. I will 
give extra credit to students who help others! 


3. Online courses require students to be self-motivated and do work on a regular basis 
without being reminded of assignments and due dates. The average student can expect 
to put in at least 12-15 hours a week on this course if they want to do well. You will be 
reading 2 chapters from the main text and 6-7 articles from the reader each week. You 
can also expect that you will write 1500-2000 words a week (counting initial postings 
and discussions with others) if you want to do well. We are covering in eight weeks what 
would normally be covered in 15 weeks! 


4. Late assignments will not be accepted once a quiz, discussion or module closes (as 
mentioned above I will take your initial paper posting on discussion late with a 10 point 
per day penalty but once the module closes that will be it). Do not wait until the last 
minute to do assignments. Computer problems and Internet connection problems will 
happen. They are not acceptable excuses for missing due dates and deadlines. 


5. I will drop you lowest quiz score and lowest compare, contrast, update & discuss 
score when I compute your final grade - this may occur in the same week and module 
or it could be a quiz from one week and a compare, contrast, update & discuss from 
another. Since I am not accepting late assignments after a module closes this will 
provide you a measure of protection should something happen that prevents you from 
doing a module or part of a module (computer glitch, illness, vacation etc.). And if you 
are happy with your grade on the first seven modules you can skip the last one. 







Grading Scale 


This class is on a 10 point grading scale with no plus minus grades. 


100-90 A (Outstanding or excellent work) 


89-80 B (Good, above average work) 


79-70 C (Average work) 


69-60 D (Below average, poor work) 


59-0 F (Unacceptable work or missed assignment) 


Assignment Due Dates 


Module 1 State Politics, Democracy and Constitutions: Quiz due by Monday  5/21 at 11 
pm; Initial discussion posting due by Tuesday 5/22 at 11 pm; additional postings due by, 
and module closes on, Thursday 5/24 11:00 pm 


For Module 1 please read:  


D & M chapters 1 Politics in the States and 2 Democracy & Constitutions 


State and Local Gvt (SLG) articles 1 Federalist 17, 2 Federalist 45, 3 Nature of the 
American State, 13 California Here We Come, 14 Taking the Initiative, 48 California, 
There it Went 


Module 2 Federalism and Participation in State Politics: Quiz due by Monday 5/28 at 11 
pm; Initial discussion posting due by Tuesday 5/29 at 11 pm; additional postings due by, 
and module closes on, Thursday 5/31 11:00 pm 


PLEASE NOTE: JUST BECAUSE THE DUE DATE FALLS OVER THE MEMORIAL 
DAY HOLIDAY DOES NOT MEAN YOU HAVE TO WAIT UNTIL THEN TO DO THE 
ASSIGNMENT! 


For Module 2 please read:  


D & M chapters 3 Federalism and 4 Participation  


SLG articles 6 Demographics and Destiny, 7 Taking Stock, 9 Devolution’s Double 
Standard, 10 On the Oregon Trail, 12 The No-Tax Pledge, 42 Nothing Ventured 


Module 3 State Parties, Campaigns and Legislatures: Quiz due by Monday 6/4 at 11 
pm; Initial discussion posting due by Tuesday 6/5 at 11 pm; additional postings due by, 
and module closes on, Thursday 6/7 11:00 pm 







For Module 3 please read:  


D & M chapters 5 Parties and Campaigns and 6 Legislators 


SLG articles 16 Reloading the Statehouse, 17 Bloggers Press for Power, 20 A Shift of 
Substance, 21 The Legislature as Sausage Factory, 22 Termed Out, 23 What 
Legislatures Need to Know, 26 The Private Life of E-Mail 


Module 4 State Governors and Bureaucracy: Quiz due by Monday 6/11 at 11 pm; Initial 
discussion posting due by Tuesday 6/12 at 11 pm; additional postings due by, and 
module closes on, Thursday 6/14 11:00 pm 


For Module 4 please read:  


D & M chapters 7 Governors and 8 Bureaucracy 


SLG articles 27 When I Run Out of Fights to Have, 28 The Badgered State, 30 Counter 
Cultures, 31 Rise of the Generals, 37 The Sentient City, 47 Fixing the Rotten Corporate 
Barrel  


Withdrawal Deadline Tuesday 6/19 


Module 5 State Courts, Criminal Justice and Civil Rights: Quiz due by Monday 6/18 at 
11 pm; Initial discussion posting due by Tuesday 6/19 at 11 pm; additional postings due 
by, and module closes on, Thursday 6/21 11:00 pm 


For Module 5 please read: 


D & M chapters 9 State Courts and Criminal Justice and 15 Politics and Civil Rights 


SLG articles 11 Caperton’s Coal, 19 Cross Examination, 32 Justice by the Numbers, 33 
Kids Not Cases, 44 Same Sex Redux, 49 Prison Break 


Module 6 Local Governance and Participation: Quiz due by Monday 6/25 at 11 pm; 
Initial discussion posting due by Tuesday 6/26 at 11 pm; additional postings due by, and 
module closes on, Thursday 6/28 11:00 pm 


For Module 6 please read: 


D & M chapters 10 Governing America's Communities and 11 Participation in 
Community Politics 


SLG articles 4 The American System of Townships, 5 Local Government: Observations, 
15 Public Meetings and the Democratic Process, 24 Are City Councils Relics of the 
Past, 29 If He Can Make it There, 38 267 Years and Counting 







Module 7 Metropolitan Politics and Community Power: Quiz due by Monday 7/2 at 11 
pm; Initial discussion posting due by Tuesday 7/3 at 11 pm; additional postings due by, 
and module closes on, Thursday 7/5 11:00 pm 


PLEASE NOTE: JUST BECAUSE THE DUE DATE FALLS OVER THE JULY 4TH 
HOLIDAY DOES NOT MEAN YOU HAVE TO WAIT UNTIL THEN TO DO THE 
ASSIGNMENT! 


For Module 7 please read: 


D & M chapters 12 Metropolitics: Conflict in the Metropolis and 13 Community Power 
and Land Use 


SLG articles 8 Eminent Domain, 18 Cities without Newspapers, 34 How to Save our 
Shrinking Cities, 35 The Big Apple, 36 Unscrambling the City, 40 The Rise of the 
Creative Class  


Module 8 State Taxation, Education, Health and Welfare: Quiz due by Monday 7/9 at 11 
pm; Initial discussion posting due by Tuesday 7/10 at 11 pm; additional postings due by, 
and module closes on, Thursday 7/12 11:00 pm 


For Module 8 please read D & M chapters 14 Financing and Taxation, 16 Education and 
17 Poverty, Welfare and Health 


SLG articles 25 First Kill all the School Boards, 39 Two Cheers for the Property Tax, 41 
Broke Town USA, 43 Lackluster Lotteries, 45 One Size Doesn’t Fit All, 46 Giving Teens 
a Brake 


Getting Started 


To begin the course, go back to the home page and then click on Learning Modules and 
then read and follow the instructions for Module 1. 
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Summer D 2012 Syllabus 


Instructor Contact 


Instructor  
Dr. Houman A. Sadri 


Instructor’s Web site 


Office  


Howard Phillips Hall (Build. 14), Room 302 


Orlando Campus 


4000 Central Florida Blvd 


Orlando, Florida 32816-1356 


Office 


Hours 


On-Line Office Hours on Tues & Thurs: 12:00-13:00 via Course Mail. 


I am also available via Course Chat Function only by appointments to provide equal time to all students. 


In order to offer more personal attention, I can be at your service via “Skype” by appointments too. 


When I am not on UCF business trips, I can also be available to meet you in my office by appointments. 


Phone  (407) 823-6023 


E-mail  ONLY via Course Mail 


 


Course Information 


Course Name  International Organizations 


Course ID & Sections INR4502, Sections: DW59  (on-line or W) 


Credit Hours  3 


Semester/Year  Summer D, 2012 


Section:  Section DW 59, Online – No Class Meetings 
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Course Description & Objectives 


The main objective of this course is to introduce students to International Organizations (IOs), in the context of diversity 


from a global perspective. We focus on relations among culturally, ethnically, and racially diverse groups of people in 


addition to ties among their governments both inside and outside the IOs. The emphasis of the course is on both the 


theoretical and practical aspects of the field. This course will cover the basic approaches, concepts, and methods, which 


are the necessary tools for analyzing and understanding international institutions. It also entails a survey of the evolution, 


functions, issues, trends, practices, problems, and processes of international organizations, which cannot be separated 


from international politics. This course traditionally covers the IOs among powerful states (such as EU, NATO, and 


OECD), but we will also concentrate on IOs from the developing world (including ASEAN, ECO, GCC, and OAU). 


Moreover, we will discuss the U.N. system which has components for both developed and developing countries.  


Our IOs course cannot be separated from International Relations (IR) topics. Thus, we will cover not only modern 


International Organizations, but also the International Relations topics and issues that are related to the contemporary 


study of IOs. Due to the diverse background of class members with respect to their knowledge of International Relations 


and Organizations and their awareness of how our institutions and processes function, I selected the recent edition of 


Kelly-Kate Pease's book, International Organizations, which is updated, informative, and widely accepted introductory 


text. I also chose a number of recent article (free of any cost to students) to encourage discussion of some of the more 


controversial contemporary international political issues. I expect my students to utilize ALL reading materials 


completely. Along with the text, we discuss diverse and international perspectives about IOs  and IR. 


Another purpose of this class is to stimulate critical analyses of events and issues in international affairs. It is not my duty 


to encourage you to be a conservative or liberal person, but I use our readings and my lectures to stimulate your ideas. 


However, I have no political agenda, especially since I am an independent, who does not even belong to any real political 


party. More importantly, this course will help students improve their communication skills, gain an ability to translate 


knowledge from one context to another, and apply theory to practice. This knowledge is important not only for students, 


but also for government and business employees, and those who realize the impact of global affairs on our life in a 


growingly interdependent world. 


Format 
With the exception of the first summer class day (Monday May 14


th
), students MUST think of our Web course as a 


Tuesday/Thursday class. For our Web course, there is no required in-class attendance during the entire Summer D 


term, and all quizzes and exams are on-line for your conveniences. However, you should think of our on-line course like 


a Tuesday/Thursday class, which has required assignments due on both Tuesdays and Thursdays every week.  


Since Web Courses tend to be impersonal, I made my recorded lectures and class discussions from a previous term 


available for this course. I use an interactive teaching style by which I encourage students to participate in my lectures. 


My video lectures in association with my powerpoints presentations and chapter summaries should help you to have a 


better idea about the readings in each module. My aim is to ensure that our course has at least some of the advantages of 


the face-to-face classes, while it enjoys the main Web course advantage, which is convenience for most students.  


For all students, every week, we start a new Reading Module (or lesson plan) on Tuesdays and we have assignments due 


on Tuesdays and Thursdays. Our three Exam Modules also start on Tuesdays: their Review Sessions (answering your 
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questions in our public forums based on the Exam Survey) are on Tuesdays and the Exams themselves are always on 


Thursday on-line. The three Exam Modules are modules numbers 4 (First Midterm Exam), 8 (Second Midterm Exam), 


and 12 (Final Exam). Please remember that the First Exam is required for all students without an exception, and there is 


no makeup for the Final Exam. 


Please note that Summer D Session is an intensive short-term which extends to only 9 weeks, but our course must cover 


the materials which are academically required for a regular 14-week term. Thus, three times during this short summer 


term, we must cover both a reading module and an exam module at the same time. This occurs while covering modules 3 


& 4 (during the third week of our term), Modules 7 & 8 (in the sixth week of our term), as well as modules 11 & 12 (in 


the ninth week of the term).  


I prepared powerpoint lectures (on videos) to make sense of a great deal of readings that students must complete in our 


text and website articles. Moreover, we heavily rely on our diverse readings (which provide us with a variety of views) 


and use them as additional lecture materials. In this course, we cover 12 Modules or lessons (consist of 9 Reading 


Modules and 3 Exam Modules). Each Reading Module covers at least one text chapter, and at least a few articles from our 


website. On purpose, the readings and especially the articles are chosen on controversial topics to stimulate your thinking 


and leaning. Please recall that I have no political agenda, so I do not advocate liberal or conservative views. I just want 


my students to be exposed to a variety of idea, so they would be better prepared for the real world situations.  


Each reading module is divided into seven parts:  


1)  Each reading module begins with required readings, which MUST be completed before our Tuesday 


deadlines for the required postings. Of course, you may begin reading ahead of time, since you have access to 


our required text, all free website articles, Class Schedule, as well as Modules’ descriptions and summaries.  


2) Students are required to discuss the content of readings in our on-line required Weekly Reading Discussion 


(due every Tuesday by 23:55), which involves every student replying directly to instructor’s text-centered 


analytical questions by using the Reply Button inside Instructor’s Posting.  This means that students MUST 


read ALL materials before the discussions begin; and they MUST refer to the weekly readings in their posting. 


Your arguments in the Reading Postings must be well-documented (in text) by using the author and the page 


numbers of our weekly readings. Remember that WebCourses System does not accept late postings under any 


condition. Moreover, I do not accept any gradable assignment by e-mail or Course Mail. 


3) Students are also required to participate in the class discussion in the on-line Required Weekly Current 


Events Discussion (which is also due every Tuesday by 23:55) by replying to instructor’s analytical current 


events question (related to our weekly topics) for class discussion. To answer the question, students must 


conduct an Internet Search of Reliable sources (not Wikipedia or some unknown people websites); and they 


MUST well-document their argument with their own Internet Sources. Again, no late posting is accepted. 


4) Students should first complete ALL Required Readings (including Book Chapters, Outlines, Summaries, Key 


Concepts, and Articles) for each module to better understand the subject before the discussions begin. 


5) Moreover, there is an Optional Question Forum for those students who may have additional questions about 


the reading materials or current events. Our goal is to answer all questions and clarify any vague points in the 


readings. This way, we can make sure that the materials are clear for all students, so this Forum should help 
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students with their preparation for the quizzes and tests. Thus, we use the Question Forum for the 


question/answer period by students, for students, and via students themselves. Serving as a monitor, the 


instructor interjects in the Question Forum only when the students’ answers to the questions are not correct (or 


complete) or he may play the role of the devil’s advocate for providing students with different perspectives.  


6)  For each reading module, the next step is a quiz that covers all reading materials of that particular module in 


addition to questions from the syllabus and other course instructions. There are 9 reading modules, and thus 


9 quizzes. You are required to take at least 5 of these 9 quizzes. However, I suggest that students take all 9 


quizzes, so I can drop their lowest 4 quizzes scores. I add up their top 5 quizzes for their final total quiz score. 


There is no makeup policy due to my generous dropping the lowest quiz policy.  


7) The final step in any module is the Weekly Optional Survey, which is available if you click on the Assessment 


Page, then scroll down to Survey Section. These surveys are setup to be anonymous to provide privacy to 


students who are too shy to ask a direct question from the instructor (via Course Mail) or have a criticism of 


the course or the instructor during a particular module. These Surveys include two parts: the first covers the 


material highlights, but you may just say OK here, and move to the more important second part, where you 


place your question or criticism. Since the surveys are anonymous, students should feel free to express 


themselves, ask any questions, and make constructive criticism of the lectures, readings, and/or format. As the 


instructor will not know the identity of the students in survey, then he answers their question/criticism in the 


Question Forum. If you have no question or criticism, you are NOT required to use these Surveys. Of course, 


you are also welcome to provide any positive input, if you like any aspect of the class to help us maintain the 


more effective and useful parts of this course. Your input is certainly appreciated, even though you remain 


anonymous. 


As necessary, we may utilize audiovisual resources to further our understanding of the materials, if the WebCourses 


technology allows us. All students MUST fully participate in the required course discussions and the question/answer 


forums. Our course materials (except for our required text) are available on-line. 


Teaching Philosophy 


Education is a tool for improving the quality of life.  Education is not an end in itself but a process.  My teaching 


philosophy is to encourage critical thinking, innovative problem-solving, practical application of theory, and tolerance of 


diverse ideas and cultures from an international perspective.  To achieve these goals, I employ an interactive teaching 


style, which empowers students by encouraging them to contribute to the discussion of both familiar and unfamiliar topics 


and materials. My teaching goals are both to share my academic knowledge and experience with my students and to 


inspire and help them to become life-long learners. 


General Policies 


In accordance with the university’s rules and regulations, the instructor will pursue the following general policies: 


1. The instructor reserves all rights to modify the content of the syllabus, class schedule, and/or the course 


2. With no exception, students MUST only use Course Mail, if they need to contact the instructor. 


3. If you receive no reply from the instructor within 48-hours (during regular business days & hours) after your 


message (when he is not out-of-town), it means that he has not received the message. Please re-send the message. 
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4. Respecting students’ privacy, the instructor provides student’s record only to the student himself/herself on a 


one-to-one basis either on-line, on phone, or face-to-face. He will not discuss one student’s case in front of others 


in any public forum. Thus, students must directly contact the instructor (not in class public forums), if they 


have questions about their own records, grades, or particular situations. 


5. The instructor encourages and welcomes questions and comments from all students, but he will not allow any 


particular student to intimidate other students or dominate the class discussion. 


6. Your Participation Score will be penalized for repeated questions whose answers are already in the syllabus, class 


schedule, or course forums. 


7. The instructor respects religious holidays & may modify a deadline on an occasion. With our generous drop 


policy, however, there is usually no need for changes. Inform the instructor, if your religious holiday is not listed 


at UCF. 


8. Since our course materials are on-line, all students MUST check Course Mail, class Web Forums, and their e-


mails at least twice a day (once in the morning and once at nights) for new class announcements, news, and/or 


updates. 


9. Without exceptions, ALL written (gradable) assignments (quizzes and exams) MUST be submitted to the 


WebCourses. The format requirement is single-spaced format, black color font, New Times Roman font, and 10-


point font size. You are responsible for grammar and spell checking your work. 


10. The Instructor may use students’ e-mail addresses from the UCF e-Community. Update your e-mail address at the 


Polaris (UCF Registration) system otherwise you may not receive certain messages. 


11. If you have a name change during the term, you must inform the instructor immediately, since UCF does not do 


that. 


12. Students should regularly check our Website Assignments Deadline page and avoid submitting assignments to 


WebCourses at the last minute. The WebCourses clock may be different from your own time, and that may lead 


students to miss a deadline. Late assignments are considered missed. No gradable assignment, quiz, or exam is 


accepted by e-mail or Course Mail. It is your responsibility to submit assignments before the WebCourses 


deadlines, Eastern Standard Time (EST). 


13. Any grade (or score) dispute or participation discrepancy must be resolved within a week from the day (and 


time) when scores are posted or the discrepancy has occurred. No late (or last minute) appeals will be considered. 


Texts 


The following book and materials are required for our class: 


Pease, Kelly-Kate S. International Organizations: Perspectives on Governance in the 21st Century. 5
th
 edition, Upper 


Saddle River (NJ): Prentice Hall, 2012. ISBN: 978-0-205-07587-4.  


Additional reading materials will be available at our class Website. You may access them via our Class Website linked 


into each reading module. 
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Rules of Conduct 


One of the University of Central Florida's most enduring academic traditions is its Rules of Conduct code. The instructor 


will carefully follow the code and expects all students to do the same. As The Golden Rule handbook clearly states, 


failure to comply with university rules may subject violator(s) to appropriate action by university authorities and/or 


appropriate civil authorities.  Serious violations of university rules will be recorded in the record of the student(s). 


 


UCF Disability Statement 


The university if Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all persons with disabilities. 


This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students with disabilities who need accommodations in this 


course must contact the professor at the beginning of the semester to discuss needed accommodations. No 


accommodations will be provided until the student has met with the professor to request accommodations. Students who 


need accommodations must be registered with Student Disability Services, Student Resource Center, Room 132, phone 


(407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting accommodations from the professor. 



http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/





Course Requirements & Grading System (INR4502) Sum D 


Your final grade is on a Point System. On purpose, I do not put letter grades on your assignments, 


quizzes, or tests to avoid misleading interpretations of your final grade. I also encourage students 


to avoid letter grade interpretation of their scores for each assignment or test. 


Our course is organized to create equal opportunity for students with different learning skills, so 


if students are not doing well with a particular course requirement, they can still earn enough 


points to get a desirable final grade. Moreover, there is an opportunity to earn up to 5 optional 


Extra Credit Points for the final grade. 


 


Criteria 


 


Points 


 


 


5 (out of 9) Required Quizzes (on-line), 10 points each 


 


 


50 points 
 


 


Participation in 2 Required Weekly On-Line Discussions  


(minus Penalty Points) 


 


 


10 points 


 


 


First or Second Midterm Exam (on-line) 


 


 


20 points 
 


 


Final Exam (on-line) 


 


 


20 points 


 


TOTAL 


 


 


100 points 


 


 


Extra Credit (on-line) 


 


 


5 points 


 


Note:  Students are expected to participate in our required on-line discussion forums. In fact, 


students who miss more than one week required discussion should expect to lose one point 


directly from their total participation score for each discussion that they missed. This rule applies 


to both excused and unexcused absences from our required forums. 


Individuals who are active by their early postings, extensive contribution to required Discussion 


Forums, participating in Optional Forums, and helping other students in our Optional (Question 


and Technical) Forums are eligible for a higher participation score. In addition, if their final 







grade is on the borderline between two grades (e.g., A- & B+), their participation record is the 


key factor in my decision for a higher grade. 


Letter Grade Points 


A 93 – 100 points 


A- 90 – 92 points 


B+ 87 – 89 points 


B 83 – 86 points 


B- 80 – 82 points 


C+ 77 – 79 points 


C 73 – 76 points 


C- 70 – 72 points 


D+ 67 – 69 points 


D 63 – 66 points 


D- 60 – 62 points 


F 59 and below 


 


Since the grading is based on a simple point system, at any time during the term you should be 


able to add your earned points together to recognize your projected grade. Please feel free to 


contact the instructor directly, if you have any questions about your grade. 


The instructor will use the plus and minus grading system which allows for a more accurate and 


fair evaluation of student performance. The range for each grade is indicated in the table. 


Quizzes 
To learn about our course topic, one must understand diverse political issues at national, regional, 


and  international levels. Based on schedule, students are required to read (free of any cost) 


articles linked inside each Module of our Webcourses@UCF online course in association with 


each text chapter. To confirm that module readings are understood, there are NINE CLOSED-


BOOK multiple choice on-line quizzes--each related to one reading module. Closed-Book 


means that you are not supposed to use the reading materials while you take the quiz. 


Each quiz is worth 10 points (with 10 questions), and it covers all readings in one module. You 


have up to 10-minutes for each quiz. Depending on your Internet Connection to UCF, some 







students will get cut off at the 10-minute time limit, while others will be in time violation. I 


strongly suggest that you save and submit your answers before the 10
th
 minute starts. Time 


violations are penalized by 1 point for each extra minute. 


Since UCF servers some nights go on backup (sometimes between 12 midnight to 6am) and 


some students were cut off in the past, our quizzes cannot be open for more than a day. Each 


required quiz is only open for one Thursday from 6:00am to 11:55pm, see the Assessment 


Schedule Page. Quizzes are designed for 5 minutes, but you have ONLY up to 10-minutes to 


complete each. The exceptions to this rule are the students registered with the UCF Student 


Disability Services. These students have double time for each quiz, based on UCF rules. 


However, the Disability Students MUST ask the UCF Disability Services to provide the 


instructor with documentations of their status in the VERY first week of the term. These 


students cannot use the extra time until the instructor receives the formal notification from UCF 


Disability Services. 


The quiz questions are multiple-choice and/or true-false in nature. Since there is no make-up for 


the quizzes, it is strongly recommended that students take all 9 quizzes and maximize their 


chance of higher total quiz score and avoid possible computer and network technical problems, 


which may lead to losing the opportunity to submit their quiz. To calculate students’ total quiz 


scores, however, the instructor will automatically drop their 4 lowest quiz scores and use only 


the top 5 out of their 9 quiz scores for each student. Students may earn up to a total of 50 points 


for their total quiz score. 


Note: For some students, quizzes seem more challenging than other assignments. The key issue 


for success on the quizzes is to master the readings. This means that you must fully repeat the 


readings at least 3 times, which is what I do while preparing for lectures. There is no shame in 


reading the materials 3 times. For those students, who do not master the readings, the 10-minute 


time limit will seem short. For those who do not master the readings, it is impossible to cheat on 


the quizzes, because WebCourses choose 10 random questions (from a large question pool) for 


each student. No two quizzes are the same, because the question pool is very large with at least a 


couple of hundred questions. Thus, even if a few students take the same quiz together, they will 


have different sets of quiz questions within their own 10-minute. Moreover, the quizzes may 


seem to get harder, as the term moves on, so there is no choice, but to master (or comprehend, 


not memorize) the assigned readings.  


Exams 
There are 3 exams (First and Second Midterm Exams as well as Final Exam) throughout this 


term. These are all CLOSED-BOOK on-line exams. In a Closed-Book test, you may mention 


our text or lecture materials (only from your memory), but you do NOT directly “quote” text or 


lectures (with page numbers of the readings). You also do NOT document your writing. 


Documenting is citing the authors along with page numbers. In a closed-book test, quoting and 


documenting is considered plagiarism, which is a punishable act based on UCF rules. 


Each exam covers about one-third of the course materials. All students are required to take 


the First Midterm Exam. Those who do not do well on the First test (or Exam 1) are then 


required to take the Second Midterm Exam (or Exam 2). For these two midterm exams, the 







instructor drops the lowest score for each student, but he firmly suggests that students take both 


midterm exams to maximize their Midterm score. If you miss the First or Second Midterm Exam, 


it will automatically drop as your lowest score. However, the First or Second Midterm Exam is 


NOT a replacement for the Final Exam. The Final Exam is REQUIRED for all students without 


an exception. The Final Exam covers the last third of the term. There is NO make-up for the 


Final Exam, so students must take it as scheduled, on the Assessment Schedule page. 


Regarding format, each exam will provide equal opportunity to students with different learning 


abilities. In this regard, each exam has 3 parts: Objective Questions, Short-Answers, and 


Essay Questions. In the First Part of the exam, there will be 7 objective questions (consist of 


multiple and/or true-false questions), each worth 1 point. There are no choices in this part and all 


questions must be answered. The Second Part of the exam consists of short-answer questions, 


each of which can be answered briefly in one sentence. In this part, students have options, and are 


required to answer only 2 questions, not more and not less. There will be a penalty for answering 


more or less than 2 questions in this part. Each short-answer question is worth 3 points for a total 


of 6 points. The Third Part of the exam is made of essay questions. Students have options and 


are required to answer only one essay question, which is worth 7 points, including 2 points for 


the essay outline. Organize your thoughts and write down an outline (similar to my lecture 


outlines) with at least 5 Roman Numerals (subdivided into at least a couple of points) before 


starting the essay. For this outline, the First and Last Roman Numerals refer to the Introduction 


and Conclusion sections. The other three Roman Numerals must relate to the other three mini 


questions inside your essay question. The outline is worth only 2 points, so take it seriously. 


The essay must be an extensive answer (at least 500 words in length), which will be evaluated 


based on following criteria: clarity, content, organization, comprehensiveness, argument 


quality, and supporting evidence (facts and examples). Before submitting exam, essay answer 


must be single-spaced format, New Times Roman font, black color font, and 10-point font size. 


You are responsible for grammar and spell checking your work. There is penalty for violation 


of these rules. Hint: Use at least a separate paragraph for each of your Roman Numerals. 


Since UCF servers some nights go on backup (sometimes between 12 midnight to 6am) and 


some students were cut off in the past, our exams cannot be open for more than a day. Each 


required exam is only open for one Thursday from 6:00am to 11:55pm, see the Assessment 


Schedule Page. Exams are designed for 45 minutes, but you have ONLY up to 60-minutes to 


complete each. The exceptions to this rule are the students registered with the UCF Student 


Disability Services. These students have double time for each exam, based on UCF rules. 


However, the Disability Students MUST ask the UCF Disability Services to provide the 


instructor with documentations of their status in the VERY first week of the term. These 


students cannot use the extra time until the instructor receives the formal notification from UCF 


Disability Services. 


WebCourses System does not save your answers, if you violate the time even by a micro 


second. Depending on your Internet Connection to UCF, some students will get cut off at the 60-


minute time limit, while others will be in time violation. I strongly suggest that you save and 







submit your answers before the 60
th
 minute starts. Time violations are penalized by 1 point for 


each extra minute. 


 


Extra Credit 
There is one Optional Extra Credit opportunity worth 5 points throughout the term. This Extra 


Credit is a Quiz that covers a number of Optional Reading Assignments in Module 12 at the end 


of the term. This quiz has the same format and requirements as a regular quiz, so read the Quiz 


section. The Extra Credit Quiz is listed on the Assessment Page of our website in addition to our 


Class Schedule. The difference between the Extra Credit Quiz and other quizzes is that you have 


only 5 questions and have only 5 minutes for Extra Credit Quiz.  


Since UCF servers some nights go on backup (sometimes between 12 midnight to 6am) and 


some students were cut off in the past, this extra credit quiz cannot be open for more than a 


day. It is only open for one day from 6:00am to 11:55pm, see the Assessment Schedule Page. 


Extra Credit Quiz is designed for 2.5 minutes, but you have ONLY up to 5-minutes to complete 


it. The exceptions to this rule are the students registered with the UCF Student Disability 


Services. These students have double time for the Extra Credit Quiz, based on UCF rules. 


However, the Disability Students MUST ask the UCF Disability Services to provide the 


instructor with documentations of their status in the VERY first week of the term. These 


students cannot use the extra time until the instructor receives the formal notification from UCF 


Disability Services. 


Again, the Webcourses System may either cut you off or keep you in time violation (depending 


on your Internet Connection to UCF). I suggest that you save and submit this quiz before the 5
th
 


minute. There is penalty point for time violations. One point is subtracted for each extra minute 


beyond 5 minutes. Disability Students have double time for Extra Credit Quiz, based on UCF 


rules. 


Attendance & Participation 


For you on-line students (in W format course), I look at your on-line participation record in 


our Required Discussions, and Optional Forums. I also see how often you help your peers or 


share useful information with our class. Those who have a strong record will get my help for a 


higher final grade in our class. If you have missed many required postings, you are strongly 


encouraged to complete the Extra Credit assignment (worth 5 points). 


What do I mean by participation? Participation means students actively contributing to 


required weekly course discussions, following my instructions, and helping their peers. 


Students may present explanation, opinion, or relevant comments about an issue, based on my 


instructions in each Web Discussion Forum. However, simply asking questions or bombarding 


the instructor with emails (whose answers are already in the syllabus) is not participation. 


In fact, student who ask questions whose answers are already in the syllabus will be considered 


disengaged (in the class), and their participation score will be penalized accordingly. Students, 


who want participation score, should gain recognition from the instructor by actively contributing 







to the required discussions (on time and before the weekly deadlines). In this course, we have 


two REQUIRED discussion forums: Reading Discussion and Current Events Discussion. 


There are also 3 Optional forums: Questions, Tech Help, and “From the Grape Wine.” Students 


who want recognition for their activities should help their peers in these Optional Forums. 


I expect ALL my students (without an exception) to participate on time in our two Required 


Weekly Discussion Forums each week: Reading Discussion and Current Events Discussion. In 


fact, students who miss more than one week required discussion should expect to lose one point 


directly from their total Participation Score for each weekly discussion that they missed. This 


rule applies to both excused and unexcused absences from our forums. By the way, I do not 


accept late postings by e-mails to me. 


Are there any weekly participation grades? You will not receive weekly scores or grades for 


your required weekly Reading and Current Events postings. Your weekly posting are evaluated 


on pass/fail basis. If you are not sure about the acceptability of your work, then please make your 


postings by Sunday night. On Monday mornings, the instructor will send messages to students 


whose works are unacceptable (failed). Such students will have time before Tuesday deadlines to 


revise their postings and make them acceptable. If you make your posting after Sunday night, 


there is no time for instructor’s comments, so you take a chance. Thus, you may not earn 


participation points. If you post by Sunday and receive no comments, it means your work is 


acceptable. 


How do you calculate your participation score? It is easy to calculate your participation score. 


For each Required Weekly Discussion (both Reading and Events), give yourself “0.5” (half) 


point, if you made an On-Time Posting that followed ALL instructions (see the Discussion 


Posting Guidelines section). You may earn up to 10 points for your Discussion Postings: 5 


points for Weekly Reading & another 5 points for Events Discussion postings. We have 11 


required weekly Discussions (for both Required Reading and Events Discussion postings). I drop 


the lowest Required Posting for each student, and add the total. This means 5 points for each 


Discussion Forum. From the Total Participation Score earned by the Required Postings, I 


subtract Penalty Points for: (1) Missing Postings; (2) failures to follow class rules (listed in our 


Website and my e-mails); and (3) disengagement in our course (failures to answer my questions 


during class discussions). 


There is also an Optional Posting based on the Extra Credit Readings in Module 12 at the end of 


the term. Those who miss more than 1 week of Required Discussion Posting are strongly 


encouraged to use this opportunity to neutralize 1 missed weekly posting.  


To encourage good academic behavior, individuals who are active by their early postings, 


extensive contributions to required Discussion Forums, helping other students in our Question 


and Technical Help Forums, and participating in Optional Forums are eligible for my assistance 


to their final grade, when their total scores fall on the borderline between two grades (such as A- 


& B+). Their active participation record will be the key factor influencing my decision for a 


higher grade. 







PLEASE Note: The instructor may subtract points from the final participation score of those 


students who repeatedly violate syllabus rules throughout the term. Such violations include: 


not using Course Mail, asking questions whose answers are already in the syllabus, and repeating 


errors for which they had received my comments. 


Other Assignments 
If the students take a laid back attitude towards the readings or the class discussion, the instructor 


may assign additional oral and/or written assignments in form of reports or research projects to 


stimulate participation.   


Make-Up Policy 
Theoretically, there are no make-ups for our quizzes, exams, or Weekly Required Discussion 


Postings. However, I drop 4 (out of 9) required quizzes, one (out of 2) required midterm exams, 


one Weekly Required Reading Discussion Posting, and one Weekly Required Current Events 


Discussion Posting for each student throughout the term. Thus, many students consider my “drop 


system” as a very generous make-up policy. Remember that the First and Second Midterm Exams 


can be a replacement for each other only. However, the First and/or the Second Midterm Exams 


are NOT a replacement for the Final Exam. Also, there is no make-up for the Final Exam or the 


optional Extra Credit Quiz. 


Technical Challenges 
Unless there is a well-documented UCF computer, server, or network crash at one of the 


UCF locations, the responsibility of the technical problem is fully with the students. 


It is partially due to Tech Problems that we have such a generous drop policy in our course to 


minimize the impact Tech Problems. To avoid Tech Problems, I encourage the students to use 


UCF computers and Internet Network located at any of 10 different area campuses located in 


Central Florida region, if they can. This is especially important for Exams and Quizzes, which 


are open only for one day (Thursday 6:00am till 11:55pm). You have a full week for each set of 


weekly required postings, so if you cannot connect to our Website one day, you can try it later. 


In fact, one reason that our quizzes and exam are available only from 6am till 11:55pm is that 


many of the UCF computers, servers, and network go to a backup (or repair) process between 12 


(midnight) and 6am. Thus, I decreased the chance of my students being cut off from the UCF 


during an exam or a quiz. Moreover, there is statistically less chance of computer crashes on 


Thursdays, so all our Exam and Quizzes are available ONLY on Thursdays. 


Since different students use different equipment, software, and networks, it is the students’ 


responsibility to make sure that their system is compatible with UCF and Webcourses server to 


avoid Technical Problems. For this information, please check the Technical Support button on 


the first menu of our Course Website, especially please do the “Browser Check.” 


Based on our recent experience, here are some useful suggestions: 


1. If you can, use UCF computers and network, instead of less secure home (or office) service. 


2. If you have the option, use wired instead of wireless services that tend to cut off occasionally. 







3. Use reliable Internet Browsers that have no problems with UCF network. 


4. Avoid internet pick time to take your quizzes and exams. 


5. Temporarily, suspend your computer Fire Walls, when you connect with UCF to take a test. 


6. Do NOT give to other students your PID & NID numbers or username & passwords. 


7. If you can, use UCF labs, to have an authorized witness, if a local crash occurs. 


8. If you use your peer’s computer to take our quizzes (or exams), then you must login to 


MyUCF or WebCourses, after your peer computer has been off (for at least 3 minutes). 


Violators may experience Tech Problem, and their scores automatically go to ZERO.  
9. If you have any Technical Problem, please contact UCF Online Support about 


Webcourses@UCF tech issues at: http://learn.ucf.edu/support/  
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Dr. Sadri’s International Organizations (inr4502) 


Summer D 2012 


Class Schedule & Assignments 
 


Date Topic Reading & Assignments 
Monday 5/14 UCF Semester Begins 


 


Module 0: Course 


Orientation 


Read:   


 Instructor’s Welcome & Orientation Postings 


 Syllabus, Class Schedule, & All Instructor’s 


Postings on All Forums in Discussion Section 


 NOTE: Reading class rules is important, since all 


quizzes cover them. Your violation of class rules 


leads to participation penalty points for the lack 


of FULL engagement in our class. 


 Module 0 assignments are due tonight by 23:55. 


Assignments: 


 In-Class Course Instructions. 


 Lecture on the International Organizations 


Background  


 Confirm your access to course by replying to 


instructor’s “I am” Message in the Last Forum 


under Discussion Button 


 Complete the Student Background Survey. 


 NOTE: You must always use our Course Mail 


for e-mailing Dr. Sadri. 
 


Tues 5/15 


 


 


Module 1:  Introduction 


& Development of IO 


 


 


Read:   


 Complete ALL required readings based on the 


list in this module’s description 


Assignments: 


 Finish ALL readings before postings’ deadlines 


 Due Date for Your Postings on Reading 


Discussion Forum (tonight by 23:55pm) 


 Due Date for Your Postings on Current Events 


Discussion Forum (tonight by 23:55pm) 


Thurs 5/17 Module 1:  Introduction 


& Development of IO 


 


Assignments: 


 Quiz 1: available only today 6:00-23:55 (covers 


all Module 1 Readings & Syllabus) 


 Optional Weekly Survey open till Sunday 23:55 


Thurs 5/17  Late Registration: Drop Period ends today. 


 


Friday 5/18  Late Registration: Add Period ends today. 
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Date Topic Reading & Assignments 
 


Tues 5/22 


 


 


Module 2:  Mainstream 


Approaches 


 


 


Read:   


 Complete ALL required readings based on 


the list in this module’s description 


Assignments: 


 Finish ALL readings before postings’ 


deadlines 


 Due Date for Your Postings on Reading 


Discussion Forum (tonight by 23:55pm) 


 Due Date for Your Postings on Current 


Events Discussion Forum (tonight by 


23:55pm) 


 


Thurs 5/24 
 


Module 2:  Mainstream 


Approaches 


 


 


Assignments: 


 Quiz 2: available only today 6:00-23:55 (covers 


all Module 2 Readings & Syllabus) 


 Optional Weekly Survey open till Sunday 23:55 


 


Tues 5/29 


 


 


Module 3:  Critical 


Approaches 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Module 4: First Midterm 


Exam 


 


Read:   


 Complete ALL required readings based on the 


list in this module’s description 


Assignments: 


 Finish ALL readings before postings’ deadlines 


 Due Date for Your Postings on Reading 


Discussion Forum (tonight by 23:55pm) 


 Due Date for Your Postings on Current Events 


Discussion Forum (tonight by 23:55pm) 


 


On-Line Review Session Assignments: 


 Review all your required readings & notes 


 Post any questions you may have about the 


readings and exam on Question Forum 


 Read questions by your peers on the Question 


Forum, and try to answer them. They may do the 


same for you. Those who help others will be 


helped when their grades fall on borderline. 


 Instructor available during On-Line Office Hours 


via Course Mail & by Phone (407) 823-6023. 


 


Thurs 5/31 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Module 3:  Critical 


Approaches 


 


 


 


Module 4: First Midterm 


Exam Day 


 


Assignments: 


 Quiz 3: available only today 6:00-23:55 (covers 


all Module 3 Readings & Syllabus) 


 Optional Weekly Survey open till Sunday 23:55 


 


Assignments: 


 First Midterm Exam Day from 6:00 to 23:55 


(covers Modules 1, 2, & 3) 
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Date Topic Reading & Assignments 
 


Tues 6/5 


 


 


Module 5:  International 


Security 


 


 


Read:   


 Complete ALL required readings based on the 


list in this module’s description 
 


Assignments: 


 Finish ALL readings before postings’ deadlines 


 Due Date for Your Postings on Reading 


Discussion Forum (tonight by 23:55pm) 


 Due Date for Your Postings on Current Events 


Discussion Forum (tonight by 23:55pm) 


 


Thurs 6/7 
 


Module 5:  International 


Security 


 


 


Assignments: 


 Quiz 4: available only today 6:00-23:55 (covers 


all Module 5 Readings & Syllabus) 


 Optional Weekly Survey open till Sunday 23:55 


 


 


Tues 6/12 


 


 


Module 6:  Regional 


Security 


 


 


Read:   


 Complete ALL required readings based on 


the list in this module’s description 


 Website: Scanned Chapter 6 (of 3
rd


 edition)   


Assignments: 


 Finish ALL readings before postings’ 


deadlines 


 Due Date for Your Postings on Reading 


Discussion Forum (tonight by 23:55pm) 


 Due Date for Your Postings on Current 


Events Discussion Forum (tonight by 


23:55pm) 


 


Thurs 6/14 
 


Module 6:  Regional 


Security 


 


 


Assignments: 


 Quiz 5: available only today 6:00-23:55 (covers 


all Module 6 Readings & Syllabus) 


 Optional Weekly Survey open till Sunday 23:55 


 


 


Date Topic Reading & Assignments 
 


Tues 6/19 


 


 


Module 7:  Trade 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Read:   


 Complete ALL required readings based on the 


list in this module’s description 


Assignments: 


 Finish ALL readings before postings’ deadlines 


 Due Date for Your Postings on Reading 


Discussion Forum (tonight by 23:55pm) 


 Due Date for Your Postings on Current Events 
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Module 8: Second 


Midterm Exam 


Discussion Forum (tonight by 23:55pm) 


 


On-Line Review Session Assignments: 


 Review all your required readings & notes 


 Post any questions you may have about the 


readings and exam on Question Forum 


 Read questions by your peers on the Question 


Forum, and try to answer them. They may do the 


same for you. Those who help others will be 


helped when their grades fall on borderline. 


 Instructor available during On-Line Office Hours 


via Course Mail & by Phone (407) 823-6023. 


 


Friday 6/19 
 


 


 


 UCF Course Withdrawal Deadline by 


11:59pm 


 


Thurs 6/21 
 


Module 7:  Trade 


 


 


 


 


Module 8: Second 


Midterm Exam Day 


 


Assignments: 


 Quiz 6: available only today 6:00-23:55 (covers 


all Module 7 Readings & Syllabus) 


 Optional Weekly Survey open till Sunday 23:55 


 


 Second Midterm Exam Day from 6:00 to 23:55 


(covers Modules 5, 6, & 7) 


 


Date Topic Reading & Assignments 
Tues 6/26 


 


Module 9:  Development 


& Environment 


 


Part 1: Development 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Part 2: Environment 


 


 


 


 


 


Read (for Part 1):    


 Complete ALL required readings based on 


the list in this module’s description 


Assignments: 


 Finish ALL readings before postings’ 


deadlines 


 Due Date for Your Postings on Reading 


Discussion Forum (tonight by 23:55pm) 


 Due Date for Your Postings on Current 


Events Discussion Forum (by 23:55pm) 


 


Read (for Part 2):    


 Complete ALL required readings based on 


the list in this module’s description 


Assignments: 


 Finish ALL readings before postings’ 


deadlines 


 Due Date for Your Postings on Reading 


Discussion Forum (tonight by 23:55pm) 


 Due Date for Your Postings on Current 


Events Discussion Forum (tonight by 


23:55pm) 
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Thurs 6/28 
 


Module 9:  Development 


& Environment 


 


 


Assignments: 


 Quiz 7: available only today 6:00-23:55 (covers 


Module 9-1 & 9-2 Readings & Syllabus) 


 Optional Weekly Survey open till Sunday 23:55 


 


 


Date Topic Reading & Assignments 
 


Tues 7/3 


 


 


Module 10:  Social & 


Humanitarian Issues 


 


 


Read:   


 Complete ALL required readings based on the 


list in this module’s description 


 


Assignments: 


 Finish ALL readings before postings’ deadlines 


 Due Date for Your Postings on Reading 


Discussion Forum (tonight by 23:55pm) 


 Due Date for Your Postings on Current Events 


Discussion Forum (tonight by 23:55pm) 


 


Thurs 7/5 
 


Module 10:  Social & 


Humanitarian Issues 


 


 


Assignments: 


 Quiz 8: available only today 6:00am-23:55 (covers 


all Module 10 Readings & Syllabus) 


 Optional Weekly Survey open till Sunday 23:55 


 


 


Tues 7/10 


 


 


Module 11: Governance 


& Global Leadership 


 


Part 1: Governance 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Part 2: Leadership 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Read (for Part 1):    


 Complete ALL required readings based on the 


list in this module’s description 


Assignments: 


 Finish ALL readings before postings’ deadlines 


 Due Date for Your Postings on Reading 


Discussion Forum (tonight by 23:55pm) 


 Due Date for Your Postings on Current Events 


Discussion Forum (tonight by 23:55pm) 


 


Read (for Part 2):   


 Complete ALL required readings based on the 


list in this module’s description 


Assignments: 


 Finish ALL readings before postings’ deadlines 


 Due Date for Your Postings on Reading 


Discussion Forum (tonight by 23:55pm) 


 Due Date for Your Postings on Current Events 


Discussion Forum (tonight by 23:55pm) 
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Optional Extra Credit 


Assignments 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Module 12: Final Exam 


Review Day 


 


 


Optional Extra Credit Assignments: 


Optional Read:   


 Complete ALL required readings based on the 


list in this module’s description 


 


 


Optional Assignments: 


 Finish ALL readings before postings’ deadlines 


 Due Date for Your Postings on Optional 


Reading Discussion Forum (tonight by 


23:55pm) 


 Due Date for Your Postings on Optional 


Current Events Discussion Forum (tonight by 


23:55pm) 


 Extra Credit Quiz: available only today 6:00am-


23:55(covers Extra Credit Readings) 


 


On-Line Review Session Assignments: 


 Review all your required readings & notes 


 Post any questions you may have about the 


readings and exam on Question Forum 


 Read questions by your peers on the Question 


Forum, and try to answer them. They may do the 


same for you. Those who help others will be helped 


when their grades fall on borderline. 


 Instructor available during On-Line Office Hours 


via Course Mail & by Phone (407) 823-6023. 


 


 


Thurs 7/12 


 


 


 


 


 


Thurs 7/12 


 


Module 11: Governance 


& Global Leadership 


 


 


 


 


Module 12: Final Exam 


Day 


 


Assignments: 


 Quiz 9: available only today 6:00-23:55 (covers 


Module 11-1 & 11-2 Readings & Syllabus) 


 Optional Weekly Survey open till Sunday 23:55 


 


 


Assignments: 


 Final Exam ONLY today from 6:00 to 23:55 


(covers Modules 9, 10, & 11) 


 
 








Comparative Politics 
Summer 2012 


Course Information 


Course Name Comparative Politics 


Course ID & Section CPO 3103 DW 59 


Credit Hours 3 


Semester/Year Summer 2012 


Location World Wide Web 


Instructor Contact 


Instructor Dr. Anca Turcu 


Office Online Webcourses Chat Room 


Office Hours Monday and Tuesday 3:00-4.00 PM EST 


E-mail 


Anca.Turcu@ucf.edu 


You may also e-mail me by using the Webcourses e-mail/ messages system. I 
will use that system to send out updates, important messages or 
announcements. If you e-mail me, I will do my best to get back to you quickly, but 
I may take up to 48 hours to respond. 


Academic and 


Content Related 


Questions 


If you have questions about the academic material or class content, do not 
hesitate to contact me! Questions, feedback or comments are all welcome. For 
non-academic (not course content related questions), please see below. 


Other Contact 


Information 


If you have questions regarding technical support or any other non-academic, 
non course content related issues, you have to seek help through the technical 
support link on the class Home Page. 


Course Description 


This class will explore the government and politics of a number of countries around the Globe while 
providing a comparative insight into the institutions, electoral systems and processes that are specific to 
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their governments. We will also examine historical contexts, political culture, social realities and policy 
outcomes specific to each country. 


Course Objectives 


On completing this course students will be able to: 


1. describe and analyze differences between the institutions and governmental systems of different 
countries 


2. discuss the implications of different electoral systems for institutional change 
3. comprehend traits of political culture and current developments in different countries 
4. analyze the impact of institutions and government policies upon the democratization process in each 


country 


Required Texts 


 "Introducing Comparative Politics" by Drogus, Carol Ann and Stephen Orvis, CQ Press, 2
st
 edition, 


2012 


Note: Political Science texts change significantly from one edition to the next, as elections and current 
events reshape institutions and societies. Thus, it is imperative that you purchase the most recent edition. 
Older editions are not acceptable. 


Academic Calendar 


Week Module Topic(s) Readings 


Week 1 
(05/14-21) 


 Module 0 AND 


 Module 1 


 Introduction and class overview AND 


 Introduction and the Modern State (Part I) 


 Syllabus and 
Introductory Materials 


 D & O Ch. 1 and Ch. 2 
p.38-46 


Week 2 
(05/21- 
29) 


Module 2 The Modern State (Part II) States and 
Citizens, 


D & O Ch.2 p. 46- 93 
and Ch. 3 


Week 3 
(05/29- 
06/04) 


Module 3 The State and Identity; The State and the 
Market; 


D & O Ch. 4, 5 


Week 4 
(06/04- 
11) 


Module 4 Political Institutions: Governing, 
Participation and Representation 


D & O Ch. 6, 7 


Week 5 
(06/11-18) 


Module 5 Authoritarian Institutions D & O Ch. 8 


Week 6 
(06/18-25) 


Module 6 Regime Change: Coups, Revolutions and 
Democratization 


D & O Ch. 9 


Week 7 
(06/25- 


Module 7 Globalization, Deindustrialization & 
Development 


D & O Ch. 10 







07/02) 


Week 8 
(07/02-09) 


Module 8 Public Policy when Markets Fail: Welfare, 
Health and the Environment 


D & O Ch. 11 


Week 9 
(07/09-13) 


Module 9 Policies and Politics of Inclusion and 
Clashing Values 


D & O Ch. 12 


Due Dates 


Weekly Assignments: (quiz, or discussion, or short paper); due every week (except week 7) by Monday 
evening, at 11.59 PM EST 


Written Project: due on Monday evening, 07/02 at 11.59 PM EST. 


Course Requirements 


Weekly Assignments 


These assignments will test your mastery of the material covered each week. Assignments can be 
quizzes, discussion postings or short papers. Assignments will be posted each week, with the exception 
of week 7. Specific instructions for each assignment will be available on the "Module Overview" page for 
each module. Your lowest scoring weekly assignment score will be dropped at the end of class, leaving 
you with seven scores, worth 10% of your grade each. That is, seven weekly assignments will make up 
70% of your final grade. If you miss an assignment, or fail to submit it on time, you will automatically be 
assigned a grade of 0 for that assignment. Weekly assignments will be available, with the rest of the 
content for each module, on the Monday of each week and will close by the Monday evening of the 
following week, at 11.59PM EST. Please avoid last minute submissions in order to prevent technical 
difficulties. If asked to submit a short paper or a discussion, you will have to use turnitin.com-- see next 
paragraph. 


Written Project 


You will have to submit one major written project for this class, that will be worth 30% of your grade. 
Instructions and requirements will be posted on June 18 and the assignment will be due on July 2nd. The 
written project and written weekly assignments (be it discussions or short papers) must be submitted to: 
www.turnitin.com. Please create an account with this site using the class ID: 5094265 and the password: 
cposummer12. This site is designed to help me identify plagiarism, so make sure to take all necessary 
measures needed to avoid plagiarism. If you are not sure what constitutes plagiarism and how to avoid it, 
take this UCF library tutorial: http://infolit.ucf.edu/students/modules/#article116 Students who plagiarize or 
do not respect the UCF Golden Rule will receive and automatic FZ grade for the entire class. Please 
allow for plenty of time to complete the assignment, so that you avoid last minute submissions and the 
technical difficulties that sometimes accompany them. Assignments cannot be submitted late. Any missed 
assignment will be given a grade of 0. 


Missed Assignments/Make-Ups 


I will not grant extensions if you fail to submit your work due to technical difficulties. You are solely 
responsible if you fail to submit a quiz or an assignment due to technical difficulties, save for a major 
natural disaster (i.e. a hurricane). In the event of a hurricane, which causes power outages and 
evacuations, do not panic about your online assignments. Your safety and that of your family is your first 
priority. When power is restored, contact me and I will work with you to determine the best course of 



javascript:doWindowOpen('http://infolit.ucf.edu/students/modules/#article116','new_frame','width=600,height=420,menubar=1,toolbar=1,scrollbars=1,status=1,location=1,resizable=1',0)





action. Other circumstances, which may be considered "unavoidable", include medical or legal 
emergencies. Pertinent, official documentation, will be required if you plan on requesting to make up a 
quiz or assignment due to unavoidable circumstances. 


Evaluation and Grading 


Assignment Percentage of Grade 


Written Assignments (7) 70% 


Written Project (1) 30% 


Total 100% 


Grading Scale 


Letter Grade Points 


A 93 – 100 


A- 90 – 92 


B+ 87 – 89 


B 83 – 86 


B- 80 – 82 


C+ 77 – 79 


C 73 – 76 


C- 70 – 72 


D+ 67 – 69 


D 63 – 66 


D- 60 – 62 







F 59 and below 


Grading Formula 


(Written project *.30) + [(sum of seven highest scoring weekly assignments/7)*.70]= final grade 


Attendance Policy 


This course is web-based, fully online and considered a "W" course. Students are expected to fully 
participate in all online activities and to complete all assignments by the due dates. 


Participation and a timely completion of work and assignments are both considered similar to attendance 
in a face-to-face class. Assignments that are not turned into Webcourses before the due date, will receive 
0 points. Missed quizzes cannot be retaken. 


Academic Honesty 


Students must demonstrate a high level of responsibility and academic honesty and must respect the 
Golden Rule. Because the value of an academic degree depends upon the absolute integrity of the work 
done by the student for that degree, it is imperative that a student demonstrate a high standard of 
individual honor in his or her scholastic work. 


Scholastic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, statements, acts or omissions related to applications 
for enrollment or the award of a degree, and/or the submission as one’s own work or material that is not 
one’s own. As a general rule, scholastic dishonesty involves one of the following acts: cheating, 
plagiarism, self-plagiarism, collusion and/or falsifying academic records. 


If you are not sure what constitutes plagiarism and how to avoid it, take this UCF library 
tutorial: http://infolit.ucf.edu/students/modules/#article116 


Students who cheat, plagiarize, self-plagiarize, falsify records or practice any other form of academic 
dishonesty will receive an automatic FZ grade for the class and will be referred to the university for further 
disciplinary action. 


Disability Statement 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all persons 
with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students with disabilities who 
need accommodations in this course must contact the professor at the beginning of the semester to 
discuss needed accommodations. No accommodations will be provided until the student has met with the 
professor to request accommodations. Students who need accommodations must be registered 
with Student Disability Services, Student Resource Center Room 132, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD 
only phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting accommodations from the professor. 


Copyright 


This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, images, text 
materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use doctrine in order to enhance the 
learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, download or distribute these items. The use of these 



javascript:doWindowOpen('http://infolit.ucf.edu/students/modules/#article116','new_frame','width=600,height=420,menubar=1,toolbar=1,scrollbars=1,status=1,location=1,resizable=1',0)

javascript:doWindowOpen('http://www.sds.ucf.edu/','new_frame','width=600,height=420,menubar=1,toolbar=1,scrollbars=1,status=1,location=1,resizable=1',0)





materials is strictly reserved for this online classroom environment and your use only. All copyright 
materials are credited to the copyright holder. 


Third-Party Software and FERPA 


During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or software 
applications sometimes called third-party software such as a blog or wiki. While some of these could be 
required assignments, you need not make any personally identifying information on a public site. Do not 
post or provide any private information about yourself or your classmates. Where appropriate you may 
use a pseudonym or nickname. Some written assignments posted publicly may require personal 
reflection/comments, but the assignments will not require you to disclose any personally identity-sensitive 
information. If you have any concerns about this, please contact your instructor. 


Important Disclaimer 


These descriptions and timelines are subject to change at the discretion of the professor. I will provide 
notification of such changes in a timely manner. 


 








 


 


Immigration Policy 


Summer 2012 


Course Information 


Course Name  Immigration Policy 


Course ID & Section INR 4074  DW 59 


Credit Hours  3 


Semester/Year  Summer 2012 


Location World Wide Web 


Instructor Contact 


Instructor  Dr. Anca Turcu 


Office  Online Webcourses Chat Room 


Office 


Hours 


Monday 2:00-3.00 PM EST 


Tuesday 2:00-3.00 PM EST 


E-mail  


Anca.Turcu@ucf.edu 


You may also e-mail me by using the Webcourses e-mail/ messages 


system. I will use that system to send out updates, important messages 


or announcements.  If you e-mail me, I will do my best to get back to 


you quickly, but I may take up to 48 hours to respond.  


Academic and 


Content Related 


Questions 


If you have questions about the academic material or class content, do 


not hesitate to contact me! Questions, feedback or comments are all 


welcome. For non-academic (not course content related questions), 


please see below. 


Other Contact 


Information 


If you have questions regarding technical support or any other non-


academic, non course content related issues, you have to seek help 


through the technical support link on the class Home Page. 


 


Course Description 


Immigration policy is currently the object of much controversy and debate in the United 


States. The aim of this class is to put this debate in context, while focusing on the history, 


creation, objectives, implementation and outcomes of immigration policies. 
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Course Objectives 


On completing this course students will be able to: 


1. describe the main characteristics of  US immigration policy   


2. discuss the history of US immigration and immigration policies 


3. discuss the factors that  inform contemporary immigration policy 


4. distinguish between the myths and the realities of the contemporary immigration 


debate 


5. understand economic, foreign policy and homeland security implications of the 


immigration process 


6. analyze the strengths and shortcomings of US immigration policy in the broader 


context of policies adopted by other net receiving countries 


Required Texts 


 “Defining America Through Immigration Policy”  by Bill Ong Hing , Temple 


University Press, 1
st
 edition, 2003 (OH) 


 "The Devil’s Highway” by Luis Alberto Urrea, Back Bay Books; September, 2005 


(TDH) 


 Other readings, to be accessed electronically through the UCF library, will be 


announced and posted under the "Readings" section of the Academic Calendar 


Academic Calendar 


Week Module Topic(s) Readings 
Week 1                


(05/14-21) 


Module 0  


 


Module 1 


Introduction 


 


History of US Immigration Policy: 


The Founding Fathers & Nativism 


"Start Here" Page  


 


OH Introduction and Ch.1 


Week 2                


(05/21- 29) 


Module 2 History of US Immigration Policy: 


The 1800s-1918 


OH Ch. 2, 3 


Week 3                


(05/29- 06/04) 


Module 3 History of US Immigration Policy: 


1918-1950s 


OH Ch. 4, 5 


Week 4                


(06/04- 11) 


Module 4 US Immigration Policy:1965-1990s 


& 


Refugee and Asylum Policies 


OH Ch. 6, 12 


TDH Ch. 1-4 


Week 5                


(06/11-18) 


Module 5 History of Mexican Immigration 


(1800s-1982) 


OH Ch. 7, 9 


TDH Ch. 5-8 


Week 6                


(06/18-25) 


Module 6 Modern Mexican Immigration 


(1982-2001) 


OH Ch. 8, 10 


TDH Ch. 9- 12 


Week 7                


(06/25- 07/02) 


Module 7 US Immigration Policy  after 


9/11/2001  


OH Ch. 11 and Epilogue 


TDH Ch. 13-16 


Week 8                


(07/02-09) 


Module 8 Immigration Policies in Germany 


and the European Union 


TBA 


Week 9               


(07/09-13) 


Module 9 Immigration Policies in Canada and 


Australia 


TBA 







  


 


 


 


Due Dates 


Weekly Assignments: (quiz, or discussion, or short paper); due every week (except week 


7) by Monday evening, at 11.59 PM EST 


Written Project:  week 7, due on Monday evening, 07/02 at 11.59 PM EST 


Course Requirements 


Weekly Assignments 


These assignments will test your mastery of the material covered each week. 


Assignments can be quizzes, discussion postings or short papers. Assignments will be 


posted each week, with the exception of week 7. Specific instructions for each 


assignment will be available on the "Module Overview" page for each module. Your 


lowest scoring weekly assignment score will be dropped at the end of class, leaving you 


with seven scores, worth 10% of your grade each. That is, seven weekly assignments will 


make up 70% of your final grade. If you miss an assignment, or fail to submit it on time, 


you will automatically be assigned a grade of 0 for that assignment. Weekly assignments 


will be available, with the rest of the content for each module, on the Monday of each 


week and will close by the Monday evening of the following week, at 11.59PM EST. 


Please avoid last minute submissions in order to prevent technical difficulties. If asked to 


submit a short paper or a discussion, you will have to use turnitin.com-- see next 


paragraph. 


Written Project 


You will have to submit one major written project for this class, that will be worth 30% 


of your grade. Instructions and requirements will be posted on June 18 and the 


assignment will be due on July 2nd. 


The written project and written weekly assignments (be it discussions or short papers) 


must be submitted to: www.turnitin.com. Please create an account with this site using the 


class ID: 5094120and the password: inrsummer12.  This site is designed to help me 


identify plagiarism, so make sure to take all necessary measures needed  to avoid 


plagiarism.   If you are not sure what constitutes plagiarism and how to avoid it, take this 


UCF library tutorial: http://infolit.ucf.edu/students/modules/#article116 and familiarize 


yourself with the UCF Golden Rule (Also: see "Academic Honsesty" section below). 


Students who plagiarize (including self-plagiarism) will receive and automatic FZ grade 


for the entire class and will be referred to the university for further disciplinary action.  
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Please allow for plenty of time to complete the assignment, so that you avoid last minute 


submissions and the technical difficulties that sometimes accompany them. Assignments 


cannot be submitted late. Any missed assignment will be given a grade of 0. 


Missed Assignments/Make-Ups 


I will not grant extensions if you fail to submit your work due to technical difficulties. 


You are solely responsible if you fail to submit a quiz or an assignment due to technical 


difficulties, save for a major natural disaster (i.e.  a hurricane).  In the event of a 


hurricane, which causes power outages and evacuations, do not panic about your online 


assignments. Your safety and that of your family is your first priority. When power is 


restored, contact me and I will work with you to determine the best course of action. 


Other circumstances, which may be considered "unavoidable", include medical or legal 


emergencies. Pertinent, official documentation,  will be required if you plan on 


requesting to make up assignments due to unavoidable circumstances. 


Evaluation and Grading 


Assignment  Percentage of Grade  


Weekly Assignments (7)  70% 


Written Project 30% 


Total  100%  


  


Grading Scale 


Letter Grade  Points  


A  93 – 100 points  


A-  90 – 92 points  


B+  87 – 89 points  


B  83 – 86 points  


B-  80 – 82 points  


C+  77 – 79 points  


C  73 – 76 points  


C-  70 – 72 points  


D+  67 – 69 points  


D  63 – 66 points  







  


 


D-  60 – 62 points  


F  59 and below  


 


Grading Formula 


 (Written project *.30)  + [(sum of seven highest scoring weekly assignments/7)*.70]= 


final grade 


Attendance Policy 


This course is web-based, fully online and considered a "W" course. Students are 


expected to fully participate in all online activities and to complete all assignments by the 


due dates. 


Participation and a timely completion of work and assignments are both considered 


similar to attendance in a face-to-face class. Assignments and quizzes that are not turned 


into Webcourses and turnitin.com by the due date, will receive 0 points.   


Academic Honesty 


Students must demonstrate a high level of responsibility and academic honesty.  Because 


the value of an academic degree depends upon the absolute integrity of the work done by 


the student for that degree, it is imperative that a student demonstrate a high standard of 


individual honor in his or her scholastic work. 


Scholastic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, statements, acts or omissions related 


to applications for enrollment or the award of a degree, and/or the submission as one’s 


own work or material that is not one’s own.  As a general rule, scholastic dishonesty 


involves one of the following acts:  cheating, plagiarism, self-plagiarism collusion and/or 


falsifying academic records.   


If you are not sure what constitutes plagiarism and how to avoid it, take this UCF library 


tutorial: http://infolit.ucf.edu/students/modules/#article116 


Students who cheat, plagiarize, self-plagiarize, falsify records or practice any other form 


of academic dishonesty will receive an automatic FZ grade for the entire class and will be 


referred to the university for further disciplinary action. 


Disability Statement 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations 


for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon 


request. Students with disabilities who need accommodations in this course must contact 


the professor at the beginning of the semester to discuss needed accommodations. No 


accommodations will be provided until the student has e-mailed  the professor to request 


accommodations. Students who need accommodations must be registered with Student 


Disability Services, Student Resource Center Room 132, phone (407) 823-2371, 



http://infolit.ucf.edu/students/modules/#article116
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TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting accommodations from the 


professor. 


 


Copyright 


This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, 


images, text materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use 


doctrine in order to enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, 


download or distribute these items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for this 


online classroom environment and your use only. All copyright materials are credited to 


the copyright holder. 


Third-Party Software and FERPA 


During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or 


software applications sometimes called third-party software such as a blog or wiki. While 


some of these could be required assignments, you need not make any personally 


identifying information on a public site. Do not post or provide any private information 


about yourself or your classmates. Where appropriate you may use a pseudonym or 


nickname. Some written assignments posted publicly may require personal 


reflection/comments, but the assignments will not require you to disclose any personally 


identity-sensitive information. If you have any concerns about this, please contact your 


instructor. 


 


 


 








 
 


CPO4062 - Comparative Judicial Process 
Dr. Bruce M. Wilson 


 
 
 


Course Home 


Instructor Contact: 


 


Instructor Bruce M. Wilson 


Office PH 402 


Office 


Hours 


By appointment 


Phone 407 823 2608 (no voicemail) 


E-mail 
bruce.wilson@ucf.edu (include surname and 
CPO4062 in the subject line) 


Dr. Wilson's websites At UCF 


 


Required book: 


The Judicialization of Politics in Latin America. 2005. Rachel Sieder, Line 
Schjolden, Alan Angell (Eds). London: Palgrave. 


This is the only required book for this class and is available in paperback and hardcover.  I 
have used the book in previous semesters, so there are large numbers of used copies 
available at the UCF book store and online. 


All other readings will be made available to you, without cost, through the class webpages. 



http://politicalscience.cos.ucf.edu/content/people/viewPerson.html&id=&view=name&group=Professors&id=134





 


Course Description: 


 
Superior Courts in some countries are vitally important to everyday political events, in 
others they are moribund, politically unimportant institutions that do little to reign in the 
actions of popular branches of government or to uphold and enforce individual and 
collective constitutional rights.   With this in mind, this class introduces students to the 
significance of Superior Courts in a variety of countries, with an emphasis on events in the 
post-war period.  This class examines the rise (and lack thereof) of Superior Courts in 
developed and less developed countries and evaluates the impact of these institutions’ 
actions on the way countries are governed.  We will use a series of country case studies to 
illuminate the consequence of the rise of Courts on governance and on key groups in 
society. 


 
Course Objectives: 


 
At the end of this course you will be able to: 


 Understand the motivation for judicial reform across many counties 
 Understand that why some Superior Courts are powerful upholders of constitutions 


while others are not 
 Understand the relevance of constitutions 
 Understand the variance of court behavior across diverse 
 Understand the inter-relationship between popularly elected branches of government 


and Superior Courts. 
 Understand how some marginalized groups have been able to develop legal strategies 


to pursue their constitutional rights. 
 Develop basic computer skills and use them for research and communication. 


Evaluation Procedures: 


Grade Categories Description of the requirements Weight toward 
final grade 


Intro module one introductory module 2% 


Substantive modules Six (6) substantive modules 


Your lowest module grade will be 
dropped 


70% 


Final Exam cumulative exam on all materials 28% 







 The nature of on-line classes encourages (requires?) cooperation among students. So, 
this class is not a “competitive sport” but should be an interesting, thought-provoking, 
collaborative discovery of major issues and topics in Latin American politics. 
o Having said that, essays and quizzes should be completely your own work 


 Grading information on specific assignments will be provided in the assignment itself. 
 If you miss more than three (3) assignments or modules, you will likely not be able to 


earn a passing grade for the class. 


Other Information: 


 The nature of mixed media (online) classes requires cooperation among students. So, 
this class is not a "competitive sport" but should be an interesting, thought-provoking, 
collaborative discovery of major issues and topics in Comparative politics. 


 Grading information on specific assignments will be provided in the assignment itself. 
 Grades will be assigned according to final points students earn in the course. There will 


be no + or - grades in this class: 
 
100-90 A 
89-80 B 
79-70 C 
69-60 D 
59 or lower 


Assignments:  


 You are responsible for keeping a copy of all assignments for this class. You are also 
responsible for checking that the grades posted online are correct; any discrepancies 
must be reported to the instructor within 1 week of being posted. 


Late, make-up, and extra credit work 


 All late work will be penalized at a rate of 5 points per day late (including weekend 
days). No work will be accepted more than a week after the deadline. 


 There are no substitute assignments and positively no extra-credit, so please don't 
ask! 


 Academic integrity: The University of Central Florida has a very clear policy with 
respect to academic integrity. Please familiarize yourself with the policies of the 
"Golden Rule." especially p. 11 and p.16. All Assignments will have to be completed on 
your own. 


Disclaimer: 


 The instructor reserves the right to change the syllabus during the semester as he 
deems appropriate. 


 







 
 


Accommodations for students with disabilities: 


 If you need to make any arrangements for fulfilling assignments or taking exams to 
accommodate for a disability, please contact the instructor. 


 


Login and Password Information 


To access the "eCommunity" or "Class Login" portions of this course, students must follow 
UCF's log-in and password conventions. 


 


 
 


CPO4062 - Comparative Judicial Process 
Dr. Bruce M. Wilson  


 


 


Date Topic and Module Reading 


May 14-21 Module #1: Getting Started: Introduction 
to Comparative Courts and Learning 
Online 


"Learning online" on course 
homepage; See Module #1 


Start reading ahead (this will 
make your life easier as the 
semester progresses) 


May 18-28 Module #2: The Role of Constitutions and 
Superior Courts 


 What is a constitution? 
 What is a Superior Court? 
 What is the relationship between the 


two? 
 Understand that the importance of 


Read: 


 Mauricio García-Villegas. 
“Law as Hope” (LINKS 
page) 


 Sieder et al, Chapter 1 
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Superior Courts varies by country 
and over time within countries 


 Understand the background of the 
US Supreme Court’s role 


 Participate in an on-line discussion 
 take a quiz 
 Write a two-page, double-spaced 


summary of the of the readings and 
the forum discussion 


May 28-June 4 Module #3:  Understanding Rights 
Revolutions (USA) 


 Understand the role of Constitutions 
in facilitating Rights Revolutions 


 Understand what permitted the rights 
revolution in the US 


Read: 


Read: 


 Charles Epp, 1998. 
Chapters 1, 2, 3 and 4 
(LINKS page) 


June 4-11 Module #4: Rights Revolution (Latin 
America) 


 Understand the difference between 
Common and Civil Law legal 
systems 


 Understand the depth and causes of 
rights revolutions in Costa Rica and 
Colombia 


 Compare competing explanations for 
US and Latin American Rights 
Revolutions. 


Read: 


  Wilson "Colombian and 
Costa Rican Rights 
Revolutions." (LINKS 
page) 


 see module 


June 11- 25 Module #5: Judicial Reform, Rule of Law, 


and Democratic Governance in Latin 


America 


 Study a specific Latin American 
country 


 Understand the underpinnings and 
scope of Judicial Reform in the last 
20 years 


 Understand the motivation for and 
impact of judicial reform 


 Participate in an on-line discussion 


Read: 


  Sieder et al. 2005. book 
(see module for which 
specific chapters you need 
to read). 







 write a two page paper 


June 25- July 3 Module #6: Courts and Accountability 


 Understand why some African 
Courts engaged in Accountability 
and others did not. 


 Be able to draw conclusions from the 
case studies 


 reevaluate importance of Civil and 
Common law systems 


Read: 


 
Siri Gloppen, et al “Courts and 
Political Power in Latin America 
and Africa." 2010. 


 Chapter 2: Theory 
 Chapter 5: Africa case 


studies 


(LINKS page) 


July 5-11 Mod #7 International Courts and 


Domestic Politics 


Read: 


July 12-13 Final cumulative exam All readings throughout the 
semester 


This page was last updated on May  21, 2011 12:49 PM 
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POS2041 - American National Government 


Dr. Bruce M. Wilson 


Syllabus 


POS2041 Summer 2012 


Instructor Contact 


Instructor Dr. Bruce M. Wilson 


Office Phillips Hall 302 


Office Hours 


By appointment 


For GTA assistance or appointments (use Coursemail, send to 
"ALL SECTION INSTRUCTORS" and include your group 
number in the subject line). 


GTA office hours are posted on the class homepage 


Homepages Dr. Wilson's homepage  


Phone 407-823-6772 (no voice mail) 


E-mail 
Please use Coursemail for all emails, send to ALL SECTION 


INSTRUCTORS and include your group number in the subject 


line 


Course Information 


Course Name POS2041 American National Government 


Credit Hours 3 Credit Hours 


Semester/Year Summer 2012 


Location Completely online (no required face-to-face time) 
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Course Description 


This is an important time to investigate and understand how government works and the way 
in which it can impact your life. The US is enduring the worst economic crisis since the 
Great Depression and is engaged in two significant military actions (Afghanistan and 
Iraq). This class will not teach you what to think about these events, but it will equip you with 
the knowledge and skills necessary to understand them and draw your own conclusions 
about the dynamics of American national government, including its structure, organization, 
powers, and procedures. The course, like the book, is divided into four parts that build on 
each other. The first part examines the foundations of the American government system, 
the second, freedoms and rights enjoyed (and sometimes not) by US citizens. Part three 
investigates the politics of democracy as practiced in the US. The final part of the course 
examines the institutions of government, the relationship between them, and how that 
affects politics. 


Required Text 


 "GOVT 3." 2012. Edward I. Sidlow and Beth Henschen. Wadsworth Publishing; 3rd 
edition 
ISBN-10: 1-111-34401-9 


 This edition of the book can be bought either online or at the UCF bookstore (you do 
not need to buy the access code that might be offered with the book) 


Course Requirements 


Knight's E-Mail 
Effective September 28, 2009, I will only be able to read and send e-mail 
communications from students using Knight's E-mail addresses. 


 For more information, 
visit: www.fctl.ucf.edu/knightsemail or www.knightsemail.ucf.edu or 


 If you have questions about an existing account, please call (407) 
823-5117 


 You must read and keep copies of all emails I send to you in 
particular or the class as a group 


Assignments  You are responsible for keeping a copy of all assignments for this 
class. 


 You are also responsible for checking that the grades posted online 
are correct; any discrepancies must be reported to the instructor 
within 1 week of being posted. 


Late, make-up, 
and extra 
credit work 


 If you miss the quiz deadline, you will NOT Be permitted to take that 
quiz, unless there are exceptional, documented circumstances; no 
exceptions! 
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 All other late work will be penalized at a rate of 5 points per day late 
(including weekend days and holidays unless otherwise noted in the 
module). 


 Late discussion postings will receive no credit - there is no late option 
for discussion postings. 


 No work will be accepted more than a week after the deadline. 
 There are no substitute assignments and positively NO EXTRA 


CREDIT, so please don't ask! 
 I will not discuss any module grade more than a week after it has 


been posted. 


Evaluation and Grading 


The following scale will be used for the assignment of final grades. 


Letter 


Grade 
Points 


A 90-100 


B 80-89 


C 70-79 


D 60-69 


F 59 or below 


Assignment Percentage of Grade 


Module #1 2% 


Your highest 6 grades 


from the 7  substantive 


modules (#2 through #8) 


13% each (only the highest 6 grades will count toward 


your final grade). 


Your lowest substantive module grade will be 
automatically dropped. 


Final Exam 20% 


Total 100% 







Attendance Policy 


Because this is a completely online class with no face-to-face meetings, there is no 
attendance policy, as such. Having said that, you need to keep up with the pace of the class 
and participate in all parts of each of the modules. Note that each module contains several 
deadlines; that is, not all work for a module is due on the last day listed on the Schedule. 
You must consult each module for a list of deadlines for the various assignments within a 
module. It is your responsibility to check these deadlines as soon as a module opens so you 
won't miss any due dates. 


Academic Honesty 


Plagiarism and Cheating of any kind on an examination, quiz, or assignment will result at 
least in an "F" for that assignment (and may, depending on the severity of the case, lead to 
an "F" for the entire course) and may be subject to appropriate referral to the Office of 
Student Conduct for further action. See the UCF Golden Rule for further information. I will 
assume for this course that you will adhere to the academic creed of this University and will 
maintain the highest standards of academic integrity. In other words, don't cheat by giving 
answers to others or taking them from anyone else. I will also adhere to the highest 
standards of academic integrity, so please do not ask me to change (or expect me to 
change) your grade illegitimately or to bend or break rules for one person that will not apply 
to everyone. 


Furthermore, any attempt to to save, store, distribute, or discuss any quiz questions for this 
class will be interpreted as an attempt of cheating and will be treated accordingly. All your 
work will have to be done on your own; you are not allowed to collaborate on quizzes, 
discussion postings, or essays, and all written work must be original work. 


Disability Statement 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for 
all persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. 
Students with disabilities who need accommodations in this course must contact the 
professor at the beginning of the semester to discuss needed accommodations. No 
accommodations will be provided until the student has met with the professor to request 
accommodations. Students who need accommodations must be registered with Student 
Disability Services, Student Resource Center Room 132, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD 
only phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting accommodations from the professor. 
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Schedule 


NB: complete instructions for each module is contained within the module itself. Each 
module will be opened just before the start date listed on this schedule. 


Dates Module is 
Open 


Topic Readings 


PART I: INTRODUCTION TO AMERICAN NATIONAL GOVERNMENT 


May 14 - 21 


All deadlines are in 
the module 
instructions 


Module #1: Introduction to 
the course 


Read: Chapter One 


May 18- 24 


All deadlines are in 
the module 
instructions 


Module #2: US Government 
Foundations, the Constitution 
and Federalism 


Read: Chapter Two and Three 


PART II: RIGHTS AND LIBERTIES 


May 24- June 4 


All Deadlines are in 
the module 
instructions 


Module #3: Civil Rights and 
Liberties 


Read: Chapter Four and Five 


PART III: THE POLITICS OF DEMOCRACY 


June 4 - 11 


All deadlines are in 
the module 
instructions 


Module #4: Interest Groups 
and Political Parties 


Read: Chapter Six and Seven 


June 11 -18 


All deadlines are in 
the module 
instructions 


Module #5: Public Opinion, 
Voting. 
Politics and the Media 


Read: Chapter Eight and Ten 


June 18 - 25 


All deadlines are in 
the module 
instructions 


Module #6: Campaigns and 
Elections 


Read: Chapter Nine 







PART IV: INSTITUTIONS 


June 25 - July 2 


All deadlines are in 
the module 
instructions 


Module #7: Congress and 
the Presidency 


Read: Chapter Eleven and Twelve 


July 4  Holiday, no class 


July 2 - 11 


All deadlines are in 
the module 
instructions 


Module #8: The Bureaucracy 
and the Judiciary 


Read: Chapter Thirteen and 
Fourteen 


July 12 - 13  Final exam Read; all chapters in textbook 
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INR 4084-A001: POLITICS OF INTERNATIONAL TERRORISM 
 
Instructor: Thomas M. Dolan  
Class Meetings: MTWR, 12:00-1:50 PM at CL1 0318 
Credit: 3 units 
Office Hours: 2-3PM, M-W at Philips Hall 302 or by appointment 
Instructor E-mail: thomas.dolan@ucf.du 
 
Terrorism—the strategic use of violence by non-state actors, particularly as directed against civilians and 
civilian institutions to obtain political goals—has increased in scope, frequency, and sophistication over the 
past twenty years. This course provides a general introduction to all facets of terrorism: its historical 
development, its strategic logics, contemporary methodologies, political roots, and the problems of counter-
terrorism.   
 
Course Goals: 


 Students will acquire a thorough understanding of modern terrorism as a political, military, social, 
and economic phenomenon. 


 Students will become familiar with characteristics of major terrorist organizations, including their 
political ideologies and efforts by opponents to counter them. 


 Students will improve oral and written communication skills. 
 
Please note that none of these goals involve the advancement of anyone’s political or policy opinions (including those of the 
instructor).  While I encourage political activity and the fulfillment of one’s citizenship duties outside of the classroom, a political 
science course is not a proper forum for the airing of one’s personal politics. 
 
Course Design 
This course involves a combination of class sessions involving both lecture and discussion, directed 
readings, papers, exams, and opportunities for informal discussion during office hours.  Each part serves a 
purpose, be it information transmission and retention, promoting rigorous analysis, or encouraging the 
development of new ideas.  Failing to engage with all parts will diminish the return on your efforts.  For this 
reason, pre-class preparation is essential for this course.  Students are expected to have read and considered 
the assigned material prior to the course, and be prepared to discuss it in class.  Questions are placed 
beneath each reading to help focus your attention to what the instructor believes are the most important 
points.  Please remember that that the material of the course is delivered in both texts and in-class discussion, 
which means that the texts contain valuable ideas and information which may not be specifically addressed 
in class, and discussions and lectures will go beyond the readings.  You are responsible for understanding 
both, so please be sure to raise questions about things you are unsure about.  
 
Assignments: 
 
 Course grades will be the product of the following: 
 
Class Preparation and Participation: 10% 
Your active participation in class is necessary if this class is to be a successful learning experience.  This 
means you must come in having read the assignments and join in the class-room discussion of them, making 
evident that you have read and thought about them. While attendance is not graded as such, excessive 
truancy can affect this grade, since you are unable to participate when absent.   
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5 1-page papers: 15% 
Topics will be distributed in class. 
 
Midterm: 25%, 31 May 
In class.  
 
Course Paper: 25%, Due 14 June 
7-8 Pages. Write a paper advancing an argument about a subject related to terrorism.  Topic must be 
approved by instructor.  
 
Final Exam: 25%, Tuesday 21 June, at normal class time. 
Cumulative. 
 
Assignments are to be turned in by class time on the day they are due.  They should be in hardcopy unless unforeseen 
circumstances prevent printing them in or handing them in a timely manner. For every 24 hours that pass thereafter, 5% of 
credit is lost, to a maximum of 40% lost.   
Exams are to be sat at the date and time specified, unless prior approval has been given or a doctor’s excuse is submitted at the 
next attended class meeting. Exams should be sat within 1 week of the general administration of the exam. 
 
Grades 
Grades are assigned to both individual pieces of work and cumulatively.  The grade scale I use for both is 
below (note that “g” refers to the numerical grade you receive).  I do not usually curve grades, but reserve 
the right to do so if I deem it necessary.  All material is graded on its own terms, rather than through 
comparison with other students’ work. For the cumulative grades, I do not round: what you get is what you 
get. 
 


100>g≥93: A 90>g≥88: B+ 80>g≥78: C+ 70>g≥68: D+ 60>g: E 


 88>g≥83: B 78>g≥73: C 68>g≥63: D  


93>g≥90: A- 83>g≥80: B 73>g≥70: C- 63>g≥60: D  


 
As reflected in the UCF creed, integrity and scholarship are core values that should guide our conduct and 
decisions as members of the UCF community. Plagiarism and cheating contradict these values, and so are 
very serious academic offenses. Penalties can include a failing grade in an assignment or in the course, or 
suspension or expulsion from the university. Students are expected to familiarize themselves with and 
follow the University’s Rules of Conduct (see http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/). 
 
Plagiarism and Cheating of any kind on an examination, quiz, or assignment will result at least in an "F" for 
that assignment (and may, depending on the severity of the case, lead to an "F" for the entire course) and 
may be subject to appropriate referral to the Office of Student Conduct for further action. See the UCF 
Golden Rule for further information. I will assume for this course that you will adhere to the academic 
creed of this University and will maintain the highest standards of academic integrity. In other words, don't 
cheat by giving answers to others or taking them from anyone else. I will also adhere to the highest 
standards of academic integrity, so please do not ask me to change (or expect me to change) your grade 
illegitimately or to bend or break rules for one person that will not apply to everyone.  
 
 



http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/
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Disabilities Accommodations 
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all persons 
with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students with disabilities who 
need accommodations in this course must contact the professor at the beginning of the semester to discuss 
needed accommodations. No accommodations will be provided until the student has met with the professor 
to request accommodations. Students who need accommodations must be registered with Student Disability 
Services, Ferrell Commons Room 132, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, 
before requesting accommodations from the professor. 
 
Changes to the Syllabus: 
In the event that there is a need for there to be any changes to the syllabus, an e-mail will be sent to all 
students’ knights-mail accounts (as maintained by the registrar), and will be mentioned in class meetings.  
Changes become effective immediately after their mention in class, or the sending of the e-mail. 
 
Cancellation of Class: In the event that the instructor needs to cancel class, an e-mail will be sent to all 
students’ knights-mail accounts (as maintained by the registrar) prior to class time. 
 
Readings  
The following books should be purchased.  They can be found at the UCF bookstore, but are probably 
cheaper via on-line sources.  
 
Bruce Hoffman, Inside Terrorism. Columbia University Press 
Atwan, Secret History of Al Qaeda.  University of California Press.  
 
All other course materials are available online, via the webcourses@ucf website. 
 


Course Schedule 
 
14 May 
What is terrorism? 
Hoffman, Chapter 1 
Recommended: 
S. Flanigan, “Terrorists Next Door? A Comparison of Mexican Drug Cartels and Middle Eastern Terrorist 
Organizations,” Terrorism and Political Violence, 2012 
 
Terrorism as Strategy 
 
15 May 
Terrorism as Coercion 
Reading from Mao, On Guerilla Warfare.   
Pape, R.  (2003) “The Logic of Suicide Terrorism,” American Political Science Review.   97:3 
Recommended 
J. Conrad, “Interstate Rivalry and Terrorism,” Journal of Conflict Resolution, 2011 
San Akca, Belgin(2009) 'Supporting Non-State Armed Groups: A Resort to Illegality?', Journal of 
Strategic Studies, 32: 4 
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16 May 
Terrorism and Domestic Politics 
Andrew Kydd and Barbara F. Walter, “The Strategies of Terrorism,” International Security, Summer 2006. 
S. Jones, “The Terrorist Threat from Pakistan,” Survival, 2011. 
 
17 May  
Terrorists and their Communities 
Paul, Christopher(2010) 'As a Fish Swims in the Sea: Relationships Between Factors Contributing to 
Support for Terrorist or Insurgent Groups', Studies in Conflict & Terrorism, 33: 6 
Flanigan, Shawn Teresa (2008) 'Nonprofit Service Provision by Insurgent Organizations: The Cases of 
Hizballah and the Tamil Tigers', Studies in Conflict & Terrorism, 31: 6 
Recommended 
M. King et al. “Normative Support for Terrorism: The Attitudes and Beliefs of Immediate Relatives of 
Jema’ah Islamihah Members,” Studies in Conflict and Terrorism, 2011. 
 
21 May  
Politics, Economics, and the Origins of Terrorism 
Hoffmann, Chapter 4 
J. Kavanagh, “Selection, Availability, and Opportunity: The Conditional Effect of Poverty on Terrorist 
Group Participation,” Journal of Conflict Resolution, 2011. 
Recommended: 
Newman, Edward(2007) 'Weak States, State Failure, and Terrorism', Terrorism and Political Violence, 19: 4 
Atzili, Boaz(2010) 'State Weakness and “Vacuum of Power” in Lebanon', Studies in Conflict & 
Terrorism, 33: 8 
Howard, Tiffiany(2010) 'Failed States and the Spread of Terrorism in Sub-Saharan Africa', Studies in 
Conflict & Terrorism, 33: 11 
M Findley and Young, “Terrorism and Credible Commitments,” International Studies Quarterly, 2011. 
Macartan Humpreys and Jeremy Weinstein, “Who Fights? The Determinates of Participation in Civil War,” 
American Political Science Review, 2008: 52-2 
Krueger, Alan B, and Jitka Maleckov, “Education, Poverty and Terrorism: Is There a Causal 
Connection?” Journal of Economic Perspectives 2003 17: 4 
Olivier Roy, Globalized Islam. 
Gilles Kepel, On the Trail of Political Islam. 
David Rapoport, “Fear and Trembling: Terrorism in Three Religious Traditions, American Political Science 
Review, 1984, 78:3. 
 
22 May  
Recruitment 
S. Cottee and Hayward, “Terrorist (E)motives: The Existential Attractions of Terrorism,” Studies in Conflict 
and Terrorism, 2011 
Angela Dalton and Victor Asal, “Is it Ideology or Desperation? Why do Organizations Deploy Women in 
Violent Terrorist Attacks?” Studies in Conflict and Terrorism, 2011 
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Recommended: 
S. Cottee, “Jihadism as a Subcultural Response to Social Strain: Extending Marc Sageman’s ‘Bunch of Guys’ 
Thesis,” Terrorism and Political Violence, 2011. 
Dearing, Matthew P.(2010) 'Like Red Tulips at Springtime: Understanding the Absence of Female 
Martyrs in Afghanistan', Studies in Conflict & Terrorism, 33: 12 
Rex A. Hudson The Sociology And Psychology Of Terrorism: Who Becomes A Terrorist And Why? 
http://www.loc.gov/rr/frd/pdf-files/Soc_Psych_of_Terrorism.pdf 
Stack-O'Connor, Alisa(2007) 'Lions, Tigers, and Freedom Birds: How and Why the Liberation Tigers of 
Tamil Eelam Employs Women', Terrorism and Political Violence, 19: 1 
Fangen, Katrine(1997) 'Separate or equal? The emergence of an all-female group in Norway's rightist 
underground', Terrorism and Political Violence, 9: 3 
 
23 May 
Terrorist Organizations, 1 
Martha Crenshaw, “Theories of Terrorism: Instrumental and Organizational Approaches,” Journal of Strategic 
Studies, 1987. 
Rohan Gunaratna and Aviv Oreg, “Al Queda’s Organizational Structure and its Evolution,” Studies in Conflict 
and Terrorism, 2010, 33:12. 
Recommended:  
S. Helfstein, “Covert or Convenient? The Evolution of Terror Attack Networks,” Journal of Conflict Resolution, 
2011. 
V. Eccarius, “Surreptitious Lifelines: A Structural Analysis of the FARC and the PKK,” Terrorism and Political 
Violence, 2012. 
John Arquilla, Networks and Netwars : The Future of Terror, Crime, and Militancy, 
http://www.rand.org/publications/MR/MR1382/ 
Mark Turner, “The Management of Violence in a Conflict Organization: The Case of the 
Abu Sayyef,” Public Organization Review (December 2003), 387-401. 
 
24 May 
Terrorist Organizations, 2 
P. Neumann et al., “Locating Al Queada’s Center of Gravity: The Role of Middle Managers,” Studies in 
Conflict and Terrorism, 2011. 
Recommended 
Adria Lawrence, “Triggering Nationalist Violence: Competition and Conflict in Uprisings against Colonial 
Rule,” International Security, 2010, 35:2. 
Post,  Jerrold M.(1987) 'Rewarding Fire with Fire: Effects of Retaliation on Terrorist Group 
Dynamics', Studies in Conflict & Terrorism, 10: 1 
 
28 May: Memorial Day: University Holiday 
 
29 May 
Tactics, Techniques, and Practices 
Hoffman, Chapters 5, 8 
Alec Barker, “Improvised Explosive Devices,” Studies in Conflict and Terrorism, 2011 
Recommended 
S Burki, “Haram or Halal?’ Islamists Use of Suicide Attacks as Jihad,” Terrorism and Political Violence, 2011. 
M. Soriano, “The Vulnerabilities of Online Terrorismm,” Studies in Conflict and Terrorism, 2012 



http://www.loc.gov/rr/frd/pdf-files/Soc_Psych_of_Terrorism.pdf

http://www.rand.org/publications/MR/MR1382/
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Michael Horowitz, “Non-State Actors and the Diffusion of Innovations: The Case of Suicide Terrorism” 
International Organization, 64:1 (Winter 2010), pp. 33-64. 
Robert Brym and Bader Araj, Suicide Bombing as Strategy and Interaction, Social Forces, 2006, 84:4. 
Mia Bloom, “Palestinian Suicide Bombing: Public Support, Market Share, and Outbidding,” Political Science 
Quarterly, 2004, 119: 1. 
Atwan, SHAQ, Chapter 4 
9-11 Commission Report 
 
30 May 
WMD’s 
Pluta, Anna M. and Zimmerman, Peter D.(2006) 'Nuclear terrorism: A disheartening dissent', Survival,48: 2, 
55 — 69 
Acton, James M. , Rogers, M. Brooke and Zimmerman, Peter D.(2007) 'Beyond the Dirty Bomb: 
RethinkingRadiological Terror', Survival, 49: 3 
Recommended: 
G. Koblenz, “Predicting Peril or Peril of Prediction,” Assessing the Risk of CBRN Terrorism,” Terrorism and 
Political Violence, 2011. 
John Mueller, “The Atomic Terrorist”  
Robin Frost, “Nuclear Terrorism after 9/11,” Adelphi Papers  2005, 45:378. 
 
31 May 
Midterm Exam 
 
4 June 
Financing Terror 
Michael Freeman, “The Sources of Terrorist Financing: Theory and Typology,” Studies in Conflict and 
Terrorism, 2012. 
Recommended 
James Piazza, “The Illicit Drug Trade, Counternarcotics Strategies, and Terrorism,” Public Choice, 2011. 
James Piazza, “The Opium Trade and Patterns of Terrorism in Afghanistan,” Terrorism and Political Violence. 
Joshua Prober. 2005. “Accounting for Terror: Debunking the Paradigm of Inexpensive Terrorism.” 
Washington Institute for Near East Policy. PolicyWatch #1041. 
Zachary Abuza. 2003. “Funding Terrorism in Southeast Asia: The Financial Network of Al Qaeda and 
Jemaah Islamiyah.” National Bureau of Asian Research 14(5).  
John Horgan and Max Taylor. 1999. “Playing the Green Card: Financing the Provisional IRA Part 1.” 
Terrorism and Political Violence,11(1): 1-38.  
 John Horgan and Max Taylor. 2003. Playing the Green Card: Financing the Provisional IRA - Part 2. 
Terrorism and Political Violence, 15 (2): 1-60.  
Andrew Silke. 1998. “In Defense of the Realm: Financing Loyalist Terrorism in Northern Ireland – Part 
One: Extortion and Blackmail.” Studies in Conflict and Terrorism 21:331-361.  
Andrew Silke. 2000. “Drink, Drugs, and Rock’n’Roll: Financing Loyalist Terrorism in Northern Ireland – 
Part Two.” Studies in Conflict and Terrorism 23:107-127. 
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A History of Terrorism 
 
5 June 
Western Terrorism through the Cold War 
Hoffman, Chapter 2 
Sànchez-Cuenca, Ignacio(2007) 'The Dynamics Of Nationalist Terrorism: ETA and the IRA', Terrorism 
and Political Violence, 19: 3 
Recommended: 
Dennis A. Pluchinsky, “Germany's red army faction: An obituary,” Studies in Conflict and Terrorism, (1993) 
16:2. 
Xavier Raufer, “The red brigades: Farewell to arms,” Studies in Conflict and Terrorism, 1993, 16:4. 
Robin Erica Wagner-Pacifici, The Moro Morality Play. University of Chicago Press, 1986. 
Sundberg, Jacob(1981) 'Operation Leo: Description and analysis of a European terrorist operation', 
Studies in Conflict & Terrorism, 5: 3 
Charters, David A.(1997) 'The amateur revolutionaries: A reassessment of the FLQ', Terrorism and 
Political Violence, 9: 1  
White, Robert W.(1997) 'The Irish republican army: An assessment of sectarianism', Terrorism and 
Political Violence, 9: 1 
 
6 June 
Nationalist Terrorism Beyond Europe 
Read 1 from Group A and 1 from Group B 
Group A 
Criss, Nur Bilge(1995) 'The nature of PKK terrorism in Turkey', Studies in Conflict & Terrorism, 18: 1 
Joshi, Manoj(1996) 'On the Razor's edge: The liberation tigers of Tamil Eelam', Studies in Conflict 
&Terrorism, 19: 1 
Group B 
Wiegand, Krista E.(2009) 'Reformation of a Terrorist Group: Hezbollah as a Lebanese Political Party',Studies 
in Conflict & Terrorism, 32: 8 
Selection from J. Gunning, Hamas in Politics, Columbia University Press, 2008. 
 
7 June 
Al Qaeda: The Beginnings  
Atwan, SHAQ. Introduction, Ch. 1, 2, 3. 
Recommended:  
Bruce Hoffman, IT, Chapter 3. 
9-11 Commission Report 
 
11 June 
Al Qaeda and its Allies in the 21st Century 
Atwan, SHAQ, Chapter 6. 
C. Fair, “Lashar-e-Tayiba and the Pakistani State,” Survival, 2011 
Recommended 
Atwan, SHAQ , Ch. 5 
Ahmed al-Hashim, Insurgency and Counter-Insrugency in Iraq, Cornell University Press, 2005. 
A. Stenersen, “Al Qaeda’s Foot Soldiers: A Study of the Biographies of Foreign Fighters Killed in 
Afghanistan and Pakistan Between 2002 and 2006,” Studies in Conflict and Terrorism, 2011. 
 







8 
 


12 June 
Al Qaeda in its Own Words 
A Collection of 17 Letters found in bin Laden’s residence 
http://s3.amazonaws.com/CTCReports/English.zip 
Recommended  
Lahoud et al., “Letters from Abbottabad,” http://www.ctc.usma.edu/wp-
content/uploads/2012/05/CTC_LtrsFromAbottabad_WEB_v2.pdf 
 
Responding to Terror 
 
13 June 
The Public and Terrorism 
Hoffman, 6 & 7 
Recommended: 
T. Dannenbaum, “Bombs, Ballots, and Coercion: The Madrid Bombings, Electoral Politics, and Terrorist 
Strategy,” Security Studies 2011 
Leonie Huddy, Stanley Feldman, Charles Taber, and Gallya Lahav, “Threat, Anxiety, and Support of 
Antiterrorism Policies,” American Journal of Political Science, Vol. 49, No. 3 (Jul., 2005) 
Jennifer Lerner, Roxana Gonzales, Deborah Small, and Baruch Fishoff, “Effects of Fear and Anger on 
Perceived Risks of Terrorism,: Psychological Science, (2003) 14:2. 
Bob Woodward, Bush at War 
 
14 June **Term Paper Due*** 
Counterterrorism 
Gregory Miller, “Confronting Terrorisms: Group Motivation and Successful State Policies,” Terrorism and 
Political Violence, 2007, 19:3. 
Recommended: 
Bryan Price, “Targeting Top Terrorists: How Leadership Decapitation Contributes to Counterterrorism,” 
International Security, 2012. 
Erik Dahl, “The Plots that Failed: Intelligence Lessons Learned from Unsuccessful Terrorist Attacks 
Against the US,” Studies in Conflict and Terrorism, 2011. 
R. Brooks, “Muslim Homegrown Terrorism in the US: How Serious is the Threat?” International Security 
2011. 
Raphael Perl, Combating Terrorism: The Challenge of Measuring Effectiveness. Washington, DC: Congressional 
Research Service (March 2007) 
Barry Posen, “The Struggle Against Terrorism,” International Security (Winter 2001/2), 39-55. 
Robert Trager and Dessislava Zagorcheva, “Deterring Terrorism,” International Security, (2005) 30:3. 
A. Kydd, “Terrorism and Profiling,” Terrorism and Political Violence, 2011. Walter Enders and Todd Sandler, 
Political Economy of Terrorism, Cambridge University Press, 2006, “Homeland Security.” 
GAO/NSIAD-00-85, “How Five Foreign Countries Are Organized to Combat Terrorism” 
(April 2000). 
 
18 June 
Ending Terrorism 
Audrey Kurth Cronin, “How al-Qaida Ends,” International Security, (2006) 31:1. 
Richards, A.(2001) 'Terrorist Groups and Political Fronts: The IRA, Sinn Fein, the Peace Process and 
Democracy', Terrorism and Political Violence, 13: 4 



http://www.ctc.usma.edu/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/CTC_LtrsFromAbottabad_WEB_v2.pdf

http://www.ctc.usma.edu/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/CTC_LtrsFromAbottabad_WEB_v2.pdf
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Recommended 
Neumann, Peter R.(2005) 'The bullet and the ballot box: The case of the IRA ', Journal of Strategic 
Studies, 28: 6 
R. Alonso, “Why Do Terrorists Stop?” Analyzing Why ETA Members Abandon or Continue with 
Terrorism,” Studies in Conflict and Terrorism, 2011. 
 
19 June 
After the Ending: Demobilization 
Silke, Andrew(1999) 'Rebel's dilemma: The changing relationship between the IRA, Sinn Féin and 
paramilitary vigilantism in Northern Ireland', Terrorism and Political Violence, 11: 1 
Recommended: 
Horgan, John and Braddock, Kurt(2010) 'Rehabilitating the Terrorists?: Challenges in Assessing the 
Effectiveness of De-radicalization Programs', Terrorism and Political Violence, 22: 2 
Humphries and Weinstein, Demobilization and Reintegration, JCR 2007 
B. Spalek and L. Davies, “Mentoring In Relation to Violent Extremism: A Study of Role, Purpose, and 
Outcomes,” Studies in Conflict and Terrorism, 2012. 
 
20 June 
Ethics in Terrorism and Counter-Terrorism 
Goertzel, Ted(1988) 'The ethics of terrorism and revolution', Studies in Conflict & Terrorism, 11: 1 
A. Etzioni, “Terrorists: A Distinct Species,” Terrorism and Political Violence, 2011. 
Recommended 
Neta Crawford, “Just War Theory and the US Counterterrorism War,” Perspectives on Politics, 2003, 1:1. 
Dickson, Brice(2009) 'Counter-Insurgency and Human Rights in Northern Ireland', Journal of Strategic Studies, 
32: 3 
Franz Fanon, A Dying Colonialism, 1965. 
Hamdan v. Rumsfeld, 548 U.S. 557 (2006) 
Hamdi v. Rumsfeld, 542 U.S. 507 (2004) 
 
21 June 
Final Exam 
 



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Case_citation

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Case_citation






PUP 4003W American Public Policy 


Summer 2012 Syllabus 


Contact Information 


Instructor: Dr. Aubrey Jewett 


Office: Phillips Hall 302 E 


Office Hours: Online by e-mail or in person by appointment. 


Phone: Political Science Main Office 407-823-2608; Direct Office Line 407-823-6030 


E-mail: aubrey.jewett@ucf.edu 


Course Description 


Public policy is whatever government chooses to do or not to do. In American Public 
Policy we will seek to understand policymaking in the United States. We will focus on 
how policy is made, how it can be studied and the substantive issues that policy makers 
are debating today. There are at least eight models of public policy that we will examine: 
institutional, process, rational, incremental, group, elite, public choice and game theory. 
Policy areas to be studied include criminal justice, health and welfare, education, 
economic, tax, trade and immigration, environmental and energy, civil rights, defense 
and homeland security. 


Goals 


1. Students will understand basic definitions and concepts related to public policy, policy 
analysis and policy evaluation. 


2. Students will describe and apply eight models of policy analysis. 


3. Students will trace and analyze the major steps in the formal policy making process. 


4. Students will learn the background, current situation, and outlook regarding a variety 
of substantive public policy areas. 


5. Students will compare and contrast opposing views concerning issues for debate in 
American public policy. 


6. Students will evaluate current policy problems and formulate their own views on 
critical issues. 







Required Texts 


1. Thomas R. Dye, Understanding Public Policy (13th ed.), Upper Saddle River, NJ: 
Prentice Hall, 2011. (Dye) 
 
2. Issues for Debate in American Public Policy (12th ed.), Washington DC: CQ Press, 
2012. (CQ) 


Evaluation 


8 Modules – 100% of your total grade. Each module consists of 2 graded activities: 
Chapter Quiz and CQ Policy Analysis & Discussion. Each module will usually cover 2 
chapters from the Dye text and 2 articles from the CQ reader. Since this course is over 
the Summer D term you will have about a week to do each module. 


Chapter Quiz – 40% of total grade. Each quiz will usually have 50 questions 
primarily covering material from the Dye book. You will normally have 60 minutes to 
take the quiz. You may take the quiz a second time to improve your score. If you pass 
the first quiz with at least a 60 or higher and choose to take the quiz a second time I will 
take the higher score of the two attempts as your grade for the quiz. If you score less 
than 60 on the first attempt and take the quiz a second time I will take the average of 
the two attempts as your grade for the quiz. You should read the chapters and articles 
and study before starting the quiz as you will not have time to look up every answer. 


CQ Policy Analysis & Discussion – 60% of total grade. I will put you in small 
groups for the online discussion based on your last name. CQ Policy Analysis & 
Discussion will include several steps. First you will give opposing positions on a number 
of current policy questions covered in the CQ reader. Next you will update information 
from the readings and explain how it relates to one of the questions. Finally you will give 
your opinion and explain why you believe the way you do for each of the policy 
questions. The overall paper will be 1000-1500 words each week. You will upload this 
paper using the assignment function and also paste it into your discussion group. Finally 
you must engage in discussion with your fellow classmates by responding to their 
comparisons and contrast and current event. The discussion will require a minimum of 
three postings each week: the initial posting of your paper and then at least two 
postings responding to your fellow students. You should attempt to engage in 
professional college level discussion with your classmates. Highest grades go to 
students who exceed my expectations for quantity and quality of their papers and their 
discussion with classmates. The required two additional postings is the minimum to get 
a C on that part of the assignment. You will need a total of 8 or more (depending on 
quality and length) additional postings to get the highest possible score on discussing 
with class mates. 


To grade CQ Policy Analysis & Discussion I have developed a rubric (scoring 
guidelines). Each CQ Policy Analysis & Discussion is worth up to 100 points: 36 points 
are possible for giving the yes and no positions to the policy questions, 20 points for the 







update, 24 points for expressing your opinion, and 20 points for discussing things with 
your classmates. In addition there will be a 10 point penalty for each day the initial 
posting is late. So 10 points off for one day late and 20 points off for two days late and 
then the module closes. Once the module closes you will not be able to post further and 
I will not accept your postings. 


Policies 


1. If you have questions about the course of a general nature do not e-mail me initially. 
Instead post your question in the Discussions section of the web site. Once in 
Discussions section select the topic “Questions for Professor Jewett” and then hit 
“Create Message,” type in your question and then hit “post.” Wait 48 hours for a 
response. You should review this section before asking your question as someone else 
may have already asked it. Of course if your problem is personal (grade related for 
instance) or involves not being able to get on the site (and hence unable to get to 
Discussions) feel free to e-mail me at my normal e-mail address - I do not use course 
mail! 


2. If you would like to seek the help of fellow students go to Discussions and select the 
topic “Students Seeking Help from Students” and post your question as above. This can 
be a technical question about computer problems or a subject matter question. I will 
give extra credit to students who help others! 


3. Online courses require students to be self-motivated and do work on a regular basis 
without being reminded of assignments and due dates. The average student can expect 
to put in at least 12-15 hours a week on this course if they want to do well. You will be 
reading 2 chapters from the main text and 2 articles from the reader each week. You 
can also expect that you will write 1500-2000 words a week (counting initial postings 
and discussions with others) if you want to do well. We are covering in eight weeks what 
would normally be covered in 15 weeks! 


4. Late assignments will not be accepted once a quiz, discussion or module closes (as 
mentioned above I will take your initial paper posting on discussion late with a 10 point 
per day penalty but once the module closes that will be it). Do not wait until the last 
minute to do assignments. Computer problems and Internet connection problems will 
happen. They are not acceptable excuses for missing due dates and deadlines. 


5. I will drop your lowest quiz score and lowest CQ Policy Analysis & Discussion score 
when I compute your final grade - this may occur in the same week and module or it 
could be a quiz from one week and a CQ Policy Analysis & Discussion from another. 
Since I am not accepting late assignments after a module closes this will provide you a 
measure of protection should something happen that prevents you from doing a module 
or part of a module (computer glitch, illness, vacation etc.). And if you are happy with 
your grade on the first seven modules you can skip the last one. 


Grading Scale 







This class is on a 10 point grading scale with no plus minus grades. 


100-90 A (Outstanding or excellent work) 


89-80 B (Good, above average work) 


79-70 C (Average work) 


69-60 D (Below average, poor work) 


59-0 F (Unacceptable work or missed assignment) 


Assignment Due Dates 


Module 1 Policy Analysis and Evaluation: Quiz due by Monday  5/21 at 11 pm; Initial 
discussion posting due by Tuesday 5/22 at 11 pm; additional postings due by, and 
module closes on, Thursday 5/24 11:00 pm 


For Module 1 please read: 


Dye chapters 1 Policy Analysis and 15 Policy Evaluation 


CQ articles 4 Jobs Outlook and 6 Graying Planet 


Module 2 Policy Models and Process: Quiz due by Monday 5/28 at 11 pm; Initial 
discussion posting due by Tuesday 5/29 at 11 pm; additional postings due by, and 
module closes on, Thursday 5/31 11:00 pm 


PLEASE NOTE: JUST BECAUSE SOME DUE DATES FALLS OVER THE MEMORIAL 
DAY HOLIDAY DOES NOT MEAN YOU HAVE TO WAIT UNTIL THEN TO DO THE 
ASSIGNMENT! 


For Module 2 please read: 


Dye chapters 2 Models of Politics and 3 The Policymaking Process 


CQ articles 8 Redistricting and 10 Tea Party Movement 


Module 3 Criminal Justice and Civil Rights Policy: Quiz due by Monday 6/4 at 11 pm; 
Initial discussion posting due by Tuesday 6/5 at 11 pm; additional postings due by, and 
module closes on, Thursday 6/7 11:00 pm 


For Module 3 please read: 


Dye chapters 4 Criminal Justice and 11 Civil Rights 







CQ articles 1 Public Employee Unions and 15 Government Secrecy 


Module 4 Health and Welfare Policy: Quiz due by Monday 6/11 at 11 pm; Initial 
discussion posting due by Tuesday 6/12 at 11 pm; additional postings due by, and 
module closes on, Thursday 6/14 11:00 pm 


For Module 4 please read: 


Dye chapter 5 Health and Welfare 


CQ articles 5 Income Inequality and 16 Health Care Reform 


Withdrawal Deadline Tuesday 6/19 


Module 5 Federalism and Education Policy: Quiz due by Monday 6/18 at 11 pm; Initial 
discussion posting due by Tuesday 6/19 at 11 pm; additional postings due by, and 
module closes on, Thursday 6/21 11:00 pm 


For Module 5 please read: 


Dye chapters 6 Education and 12 American Federalism 


CQ articles 7 School Reform and 9 States and Federalism 


Module 6 Economic and Tax Policy: Quiz due by Monday 6/25 at 11 pm; Initial 
discussion posting due by Tuesday 6/26 at 11 pm; additional postings due by, and 
module closes on, Thursday 6/28 11:00 pm 


For Module 6 please read: 


Dye chapters 7 Economic Policy and 8 Tax Policy 


CQ articles 2 National Debt and 3 Financial Industry Overhaul 


Module 7 Trade, Immigration, Energy and Environmental Policy: Quiz due by Monday 
7/2 at 11 pm; Initial discussion posting due by Tuesday 7/3 at 11 pm; additional postings 
due by, and module closes on, Thursday 7/5 11:00 pm 


PLEASE NOTE: JUST BECAUSE SOME DUE DATE FALLS OVER THE JULY 4TH 
HOLIDAY DOES NOT MEAN YOU HAVE TO WAIT UNTIL THEN TO DO THE 
ASSIGNMENT! 


For Module 7 please read: 


Dye chapters 9 International Trade and Immigration and 10 Energy and Environmental 
Policy 







CQ articles 11 Managing Nuclear Waste and 12 Energy Policy.  


Module 8 Foreign, Defense and Homeland Security Policy: Quiz due by Monday 7/9 at 
11 pm; Initial discussion posting due by Tuesday 7/10 at 11 pm; additional postings due 
by, and module closes on, Thursday 7/12 11:00 pm 


For Module 8 please read: 


Dye chapters 13 Defense Policy and 14 Homeland Security 


CQ articles 13 Climate Change and 14 Afghanistan Dilemma 


Getting Started 


To begin the course, go back to the home page and then click on Learning Modules and 
then read and follow the instructions for Module 1. 


 








 


 


pot3204 - American Political Thought 


Dwight Kiel 


Syllabus 


This course explores Amercian Political Thought from colonial times to the present.  Special emphasis 


will be placed on the Founding and on voices of dissent. 


 


Required Texts: 


Dolbeare and Cummings, American Political Thought (6th ed), CQ Press 


Henry Adams, Democracy: An American Novel, Plume Press 


Hamilton, Madison and Jay, The Federalist Papers, Signet Press 


Zora Neal Hurston, Their Eyes Were Watching God, Perennial Press 


 


Requirements: 


Assignment   Percentage of Final Grade 


 Quizzes  10% 


 Participation  20% 


 Assignments  20% 


 Midterm Exam  20% 


 Final Exam  30% 


 All quizzes and tests are open book. 


 


I will use the +/- grading system (e.g., 80-82=B- and 87-89=B+). 


 


Expectations For The Requirements 


Quizzes: Quizzes will be five question multiple choice quizzes. They will be drawn from the assigned 


readings.  Quizzes will become available on Thursday and Friday.  You will have 30 minutes to complete 


the quiz. I will drop your lowest quiz grade. 







 


 


 


Participation:  Participation will be graded by your response(s) to the Participation Questions. Each 


student is expected to post answers to the Participation Questions to their Participation Group. I expect 


your first post to be a substantive and thoughtful answer to the question posed. I expect your first post 


to be at least 50 words long or longer. I encourage more postings so that these become discussion 


sections as if we were in a seminar. These questions will help you prepare for the Essay Exams. As long 


as you make a substantive post for each Participation Question you will receive a grade of "A" for that 


posting. You must post for all seven Participation Questions. 


 


Assignments: Assignments are very short projects. The Assignments will require a posting of 150-300 


words to my Course Mail. As long as you answer all the parts of the Assignment and make thoughtful 


comments you will receive a grade of "A" for that posting. You must post for all four Assignments. I 


encourage discussion following your original posting. 


 


Essay Exams: Essay Exams will be responses to one of two or three questions I ask. The Essay should be 


between 1200-2000 words (about 5-8 pages) and should be posted to Course Mail. Essays exceeding 


2000 words will be assessed a one grade penalty. You will be able to answer the Essay question with just 


the material covered in this course, but you may use other material. If you do use other material cite 


clearly. Plagiarism will result in an F grade for the course. 








pot3302 - Modern Political Ideologies 


Dwight Kiel 


 


Syllabus 


This course examines the development of the various ideologies that responded to that first modern 


ideology, Classical Liberalism. 


Required Texts: 


Ball and Dagger, Political Ideologies and the Democratic Ideal (8th ed) 


Ball and Dagger, Ideals and Ideologies (8th ed) 


 


Requirements: 


Assignment  Percentage of Final Grade 


Participation  20% 


 Assignments  20% 


 Midterm Exam   25% 


Final Exam  35% 


 All quizzes and tests are open book. 


I will use the +/- grading system (e.g., 80-82=B- and 87-89=B+). 


 


 Expectations For The Requirements 


Participation: Participation will be graded by your response(s) to the Participation Questions. Each 


student is expected to post answers to the Participation Questions to their Group Discussion. I expect 


your first post to be a substantive and thoughtful answer to the question posed. I expect your first post 


to be at least 40-50 words long or longer. I encourage more postings so that these become discussion 


sections as if we were in a seminar. These questions will help you prepare for the Essay Exams. As long 


as you make a substantive post for each Participation Question you will receive a grade of “A” for that 


posting. You must post for all 7 Participation Questions. 


 







Assignments: Assignments are Internet based very short projects. They involve applying your knowledge 


of ideologies to contemporary issues and basic political questions. Usually I will provide all the web sites 


necessary for the Assignment, but if you find something else of value please share. The Assignments will 


require a posting of 100-350 words to my Course Mail.  You may also discuss the Assignments in your 


Group Discussion. As long as you answer all the parts of the Assignment and make thoughtful comments 


you will receive a grade of “A” for that posting. You must post for all 6 Assignments. 


 


Essay Exams: Essay Exams will be responses to one of two or three questions I ask. The Essay should be 


between 1200-2000 words (about 5-8 pages). Essays exceeding 2000 words will be assessed a one grade 


penalty. The Essay will ask you to make comparisons between and among the ideologies. You will be 


able to answer the Essay question with just the material covered in this course, but you may use other 


material. If you do use other material cite clearly. Plagiarism will result in an F grade for the course. 
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POS 3703 
SCOPE AND METHODS OF POLITICAL SCIENCE 


 
SUMMER B 2012 
M-R, 12:00-1:50 


PH 310 
 


Professor:  Dr. Drew N. Lanier Office Hours:   M-R, 09:30-11:00,  
                         or by appointment 


Office:  Phillips Hall 302O    
Phone: (407) 823-3753 [direct dial] or -2608 [main 
office] 


Credit Hours:  Three (3)                                                     


E-mail: drew.lanier@ucf.edu  
 


“The messier the data are, the better the statistician 
needs to be, and in political  science, our data are very 
messy”             
  
 — Prof. Matt Lebo, SUNY, Stony Brook  


“When you cannot measure, your knowledge is meager 
and unsatisfactory” 
 
— Lord William Kelvin (inscription found atop the  
   Social Science Research Building at the University of  
   Chicago) (Pritchett 1948, xi). 


 
COURSE OBJECTIVES AND GOALS: 
 
 This course is an intensive examination of the breadth of the field of political science and the methods 
that political scientists use to examine political phenomena.  Why do two countries go to war? Why do justices 
on the U.S. Supreme Court decide the way that they do? Why do voters in elections choose the candidates that 
they do?  These, and many others, are questions involving politics and portend the explanation of political 
phenomena.   
 
 “Politics,” according to David Easton (1965), is the authoritative allocation of values and resources.  
Scholars of politics, then, seek to describe, explain and predict various political phenomena through customary 
and traditionally understood methods of theoretically-based inquiry. In this course, students will be exposed to 
these methods, and try their hand at formal political analysis, as it is understood in the discipline.  Students will 
learn why political science deigns to call itself a “science” and come to understand what it means to study 
politics in a scientific manner.  They will see how political scientists complete real research and how they 
communicate those findings in a transmissible and understandable way.  They will learn how to analyze data 
and how to measure political phenomena.   
 
 Overall, there are several goals of this course: 
 


• Students who successfully complete the course will acquire a better knowledge of the discipline of 
political science, the broad subfields of the field of study, and the ways by which political scientists go 
about their research; 


 
• Students who successfully complete the course will understand the elements of the scientific 


approach and how they apply to the systematic study of politics. 
 



mailto:drew.lanier@ucf.edu
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• Students who successfully complete the course will have a better understanding of research 
methods, from data collection to research design to statistically analyzing data and reporting one’s 
results, as they apply to political analysis;  


 
• Students who successfully complete the course will be better consumers of political information, 


which will help them better grasp the concepts of other, upper-level courses in the discipline in 
addition to helping them understand the political world that surrounds them; 


 
• Students who successfully complete the course will have a good understanding of the rudiments 


of using statistical computing programs, such as SPSS, and how to interpret the results that are 
obtained to generalize such findings to other theoretical settings and contexts.    


 
NATURE OF THE COURSE 
 
 This course will be unlike many others that you have taken. It deals with new and unfamiliar 
terminology and ways of thinking about the political world.  We focus here on the methods that political 
scientists laboring in many of the subfields in the discipline use to accumulate knowledge.  While it will refer to 
substantive findings in several areas, such information acquisition will not be the focus of the course.  Rather, 
we will examine the ways by which that substantive knowledge was acquired, tested and communicated to the 
scholarly community.   
 
 Accordingly, some students may enter the course with a deep sense of dread or trepidation about the 
nature of the course and its demands.   To be sure, such respect for the course is beneficial as it sharpens your 
attention to the course requirements.  However, merely because you may fear the course should not be sole 
reason to avoid it.  Instead, students should confront that fear that comes with undertaking new activities, 
overcome it and then enjoy the new-found feeling that comes with knowing that you have conquered some 
new endeavor without fleeing in panic, overwhelmed with anxiety.  This is a skill that will benefit students many 
times over during their lives, I assure you.  Moreover, students will come to realize that knowledge is 
empowering; that is, one does not take as given information that is provided by others without their explaining 
the exact nature of that information as well as how it was collected and analyzed.  In addition, students will 
learn how to conduct their own research that can withstand the scrutiny of others who are similarly openly 
skeptical of reported findings.  This is the way of the real world as it applies to political research. It is a 
daunting, but fun endeavor.   
 
       Thus, wise students must approach this course like they have none other:   
 


• read the assigned material prior to your coming to class (I assume that you have done so when 
lecture begins and I personally question you to determine your level of knowledge and 
understanding of the day’s material); 


• follow the instructions precisely; 


• do all of the homework exercises (they are good practice for the exam; in this course, the more 
practice, the better); 


• anticipate problems in completing the course requirements; 


• and, above all, ask questions when one does not understand a concept or idea.  This is especially the 
case in Scope and Methods, which has a significantly increased failure rate among students.   


 
 
 







 3 


REQUIRED AND RECOMMENDED TEXTS AND MATERIALS 
 
Required Books 
 
Hoover, Kenneth and Todd Donovan.  2011.  The Elements of Social Scientific Thinking.  10th ed.  Belmont, CA:   
 Thomson/Wadsworth.   ISBN 1-4390-8243-X 
 
Pollock, Philip H., III.  2012.  The Essentials of Political Analysis.  4th ed.  Washington, DC:  Congressional  
      Quarterly Press.  ISBN 978-1-60871-686-9. 
 
Pollock, Philip H., III.  2012.  An SPSS Companion to Political Analysis.  4th ed.  Washington, DC:  Congressional 


Quarterly Press.  ISBN 978-1-60871-687-6.  SELL ONLY NEW COPIES OF THIS TITLE.  DO NOT SELL USED 
COPIES AS THEY WILL LIKELY HAVE SOME OF THE PAGES MISSING. USED COPIES WILL BE 
RETURNED. 


 
Recommended Books 
 
SPSS® Statistics Student Version 18.0 for Windows and Mac OS X.    2011.  Upper Saddle River, NJ:  Prentice Hall.    
ISBN 978-0-32167-537-8. 
 
Required Materials 
 
 Students will need a basic calculator that performs the following functions:  addition, subtraction, 
multiplication, division, squaring of variables and square root.  One may be purchased at Walgreens or similar 
store; students do not need a highly complex instrument.  Bring it, along with the other course materials, to 
class each day as it will be used to work problems assigned in class and on the tests.  Such calculators 
may be used during the in-class exams but cell-phone based calculators will NOT be allowed. 
 


In addition, students must purchase a pack of scantrons (Form No. 209161), which are strawberry in 
color and bear the UCF logo.  These will be used during the four course exams administered across the term. 
No other form is acceptable. If you nevertheless attempt to submit an exam with another form of scantron, 
your exam WILL BE REFUSED.     
 
WEB RESOURCES 
 
WebCourse Site (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/webct/logon/14561396347101) 
 


Login to the above site using your WebCourse user ID and associated password.  The Course has a 
WebCourse (Web Course Tool) site associated with it.  It is an innovative technology that allows the students to 
interact with each other, post messages to a common bulletin board, take anonymous surveys, and many other 
tasks that facilitate comprehension of the course material and collaborative learning among the course's 
students in a student-centered context. This site, however, is a password-protected domain. A more thorough 
discussion of this course tool as well as how to navigate through it will be offered in class. 
  
COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
 
Read 
 



https://webcourses.ucf.edu/webct/logon/14561396347101
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Although it may sound obvious, one way to SUBSTANTIALLY increase one’s understanding of the 
course (and, therefore, your final course grade) is to READ THE ASSIGNED MATERIAL.  Many students simply 
listen to the lectures and hope that such effort will be enough to see them through the tests.  Such will not 
suffice especially in this course as it is a HANDS-ON EXPERIENCE, where much of the learning is by doing.  In 
order to comprehend more fully the class discussion, one should carefully read the daily assignment BEFORE 
COMING TO CLASS AND HAVE CONSIDERED ITS IMPLICATIONS. This is especially the case in Scope and 
Methods, where the course material is not self-evident much of the time. 
 
Class Participation 
 


To help you better understand the course material, class topics will be discussed using a combination of 
lecture and the Socratic Method, in which the instructor and the student engage in a question and answer 
sequence so as to explore the issue discussed thoroughly as well as to develop in the student the ability to 
analyze issues.  Students are expected to read and prepare for discussions.  Be advised that the points 
associated with class participation are NOT points that I simply give to students as result of consistent class 
attendance.  STUDENTS MUST EARN THEM.  If one simply sits in class and do not inject oneself into the 
conversation, the student will receive very few points for this component of the course.  Not only must the 
student at least attempt to answer the questions I put, one must actively participate to receive most of the 
points for participation. I value quantity and quality for this component of the course grade.   


 
Moreover, class participation involves the completion of several in-class assignments, which are 


designed to emphasize the skills, concepts and ideas discussed extensively in lecture.  Forthright and honest 
completion of them will help you understand the topics more fully.  This is especially the case in Scope and 
Methods. While their completion is considered as part of the Class Participation points’ allocation, they also 
help you understand the concepts and ideas that will likely appear on the exams.  Class participation is worth 
ten (10) percent of your final grade.  
 
Tests 
 
 Each of the three exams in the course is worth 100 points. They will be composed entirely of very 
challenging multiple choice items, conceptual definitions and analytical problems to be worked keyed to the 
concepts covered in the course.  They are each noncomprehensive, although (to some extent) the material 
builds throughout the course.  These are challenging exams, not for the faint hearted.  This is especially the case 
in Scope and Methods.  Each is worth 20 percent of the final course grade, for a total of 60 percent drawn from 
performance on exams.   
 


No make-up exams will be allowed absent verifiable, documented, exigent (i.e., truly emergency, Act of 
God) circumstances.  You MUST contact me before an exam if you know you will miss it and explain the truly 
compelling situation that prevents you from taking the exam as scheduled.  My office phone has voicemail if I 
am away from my desk. Leave a message if you do not speak to me directly.  If you do not speak to me or 
leave a message indicating your failure to take the exam as scheduled, I will look very disfavorably upon your 
request to take a make-up exam.  There are absolutely NO excuses for missing an exam and not contacting me 
in advance.  Unexcused exams will receive a failing grade (0 points).   


 
NO STUDENT WILL BE PERMITTED TO TAKE THE EXAM AFTER THE FIRST STUDENT HAS FINISHED AND 


SUBMITTED IT TO ME.   
 
FURTHERMORE, TURN OFF ALL ELECTRONIC DEVICES DURING THE EXAM.  IF A STUDENT EVEN 


TOUCHES AN ELECTRONIC DEVICE (OTHER THAN THE REQUIRED BASIC CALCULATOR MENTIONED ABOVE), 
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THAT STUDENT WILL AUTOMATICALLY FAIL THE EXAM.  Do not test me on this provision.  I, sadly, have had to 
implement it in past terms.  


Analytical and SPSS Assignments 
 
 The third formal component of the course is the completion of several analytical and SPSS assignments 
given throughout the term, the latter of which are available in Pollock (2012).  The first of them is available on 
the WebCourse site for the class.  These exercises enable students to acquire hands-on experience with data 
analysis and how to obtain estimates of many political phenomena of interest to political researchers.  Problem 
sets are particular important in giving students practical experience in working with difficult, opaque concepts. 
This is especially the case in Scope and Methods.  The more practice, the better just as any sports team or athlete 
will tell you.  A more thorough discussion of the assignments and the software needed to complete them will 
be offered in class.   
 


Across the term, students are required to submit ten (10) of these assignments. Your lowest score for 
them will be dropped and the remaining nine (9) will be averaged into twenty (20) percent of your grade.  I DO 
NOT ACCEPT LATE ASSIGNMENTS. PLAN YOUR PREPARATION AND ASSIGNMENT SUBMISSION 
ACCORDINGLY. “LATE” MEANS ANY TIME AFTER THE DUE DATE AND TIME FOR THE RESPECTIVE 
ASSIGNMENT.  THIS MEANS IF YOUR ASSIGNMENT IS EVEN ONE MINUTE LATE IN BEING SUBMITTED 
FOR ANY REASON IMAGINABLE, IT WILL BE REFUSED.  ANTICIPATE PROBLEMS AS THEY WILL OCCUR 
JUST AS YOU ARE TRYING TO FINISH YOUR ASSIGNMENT, I ASSURE YOU.  If you come to me with an 
exotic tale of woe about your not submitting on time your assignments, I will nod relatively sympathetically and 
then point to this warning.   


 
Furthermore, Pollock (2012) contains only the data needed for the exercises; the SPSS software package 


itself is separate.   
 
The following are rules regarding the analytical and SPSS assignments that MUST be followed: 
 


• They must be stapled individually once in the upper left-hand corner of the page.  Do not 
dog-ear, paper clip or fasten your assignments other than as described above. Assignments that 
do not comply with these requirements will be penalized.   


 
• Non-word processed analytical assignments will not be accepted.  This requirement does 


not apply to the assignments required from SPSS (2012).   
 


• Place your name on each assignment.   
 


• Nonstapled briefs, and those without student names, will be penalized by one letter grade for 
each violation.   


 
• Work alone on each of the assignments.  Do not work in groups.  The work must represent 


YOUR effort, not that of others, just as you will encounter on the course exams.  Failing to abide 
by this rule constitutes plagiarism and will be dealt with vigorously (see statement below 
regarding plagiarism).  


 
WebCourse Usage 
 


Students should become familiar with all of their fellow colleagues, even those who do not speak 
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during every class. Your usage of the WebCourse tool will be assessed at the end of the term to distribute this 
portion of the course grade. Specific assignments for you will be announced on the WebCourse site. You, thus, 
must check the site regularly. It is made a component of the course so as to facilitate communication between 
you as members of the class.  You will find that your colleagues have similar backgrounds and experiences and 
that they can be your best allies in making it through this course, just as you will discover later in life once you 
enter the “real world.”  This portion of your grade includes ten (10) percent for the completion of the daily 
survey, allocated based on the proportion of surveys that you complete throughout the term.  Completing the 
daily surveys is a good way to check your comprehension of the day’s material, and it is an easy way to earn 
points for the final course grade.  Ignoring them is dangerous to your understanding (and your final course 
grade). 
 


The following are regulations regarding the daily surveys that must be followed: 
 
• If you do not attend class on a particular day FOR ANY REASON IMAGINABLE, you may NOT 


complete the survey for that day as you cannot logically answer the questions posed. If you 
nevertheless attempt to do so, I will mark it as if you did not. 


 
• Do NOT submit blank responses for the daily survey. Repeated violation of this rule will result in 


the entire class’s being required to send survey responses to me through my UCF email account. 
Once again, past classes have tested me on this and I have been forced to implement this rule, which 
is quite troublesome for instructor and students alike.  


 
• Failing to complete even a small number of the daily surveys will negatively affect your final 


course grade. 
 
COURSE POINT ALLOCATION 
 


In calculating final course averages, the only rounding will be up from 0.5 below the grade 
required in the professor’s sole professional discretion. For example, those students whose file averages 
are 89.5 may earn an "A-," those with a final average of 79.5 may earn a "B-," and so on. I give you 
opportunities to earn points all semester long. Do not expect that I will give you any more points at the 
end of the term. I interpret this clause very stringently. 
 


COMPONENT WEIGHT 
First Exam 20% 


Second Exam 20% 


Final Exam  20% 


Class Participation 10% 


Analytical & SPSS Assignments 20% 


WebCourse Usage 10% 


 
GRADING SCALE (as a Percentage of Total Points) 
 


GRADE PERCENTAGE 


A 94-100 


A- 93-90 
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B+ 89-87 


B 86-84 


B- 80-83 


C+ 79-77 


C 74-76 


C- 70-73 


D+ 69-67 


D 66-64 


D- 60-63 


F 59 or less 


 
COURSE POLICIES (aka My Pet Peeves) 
 
 There are several points you should note.  
 
 No Excuses 
 
 First, this class operates under a "No-Excuse" policy. It is incumbent upon students to be individually 
responsible for the notes given in the unlikely event that class is missed.  If you miss class, you NEED NOT 
inform me about it.  If you do inform me of your impending absence, you are NOT thereby immunized from 
the terms of the syllabus.  Because this course is an upper-division class, you will quickly learn that if you intend 
to pass, you should plan on regularly attending class, keeping up with the lecture, and completing the 
assignments as they are given.  These activities are especially important in this course, Scope and Methods of 
Political Science.   
 
 Seating Chart 
 
 Second, shortly after the course begins, I send around a seating chart to facilitate learning names and 
the Socratic Method. I will quickly learn your last names (which is the manner by which I address you).  Please 
decide where you would like to sit within the first few days of class. If you have vision difficulties, please situate 
yourself accordingly, as I use the visual display extensively. 
 
 Accommodations for Physically Challenged Students 
 
 Third, if you are physically challenged, every attempt is made to accommodate your learning needs. See 
me by the end of the first week of class so that we can make appropriate arrangements. This class operates in 
accordance with the Office of Student Disability Services here at the University and federal guidelines 
governing the Americans with Disabilities Act (1990). 
 
 Plagiarism and Cheating: Don’t Let it Happen to You! 
 
 Fourth, please consult the policy regarding plagiarism and cheating which is attached. Each of you must 
review the University policy on the penalties for plagiarism. Almost every semester, one or more students 
appropriates the published work of someone else, and I have had the unfortunate responsibility of failing those 
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students and seeking disciplinary action against them. You are on notice that I have failed students because 
they decided to risk their academic careers by choosing the easy way out. 
 
 Caveat Emptor 
 
 Fifth, this is an upper division course with correspondent responsibilities for you. I expect that you will 
devote at least 15 hours per week outside of class studying, reading, and meeting with other students to discuss 
and review the course material. This is a difficult course.  If you are not at least a sophomore and one who 
has a sincere interest in understanding the scientific study of politics, you should seriously consider 
withdrawing from the course and taking it once you attain that status.  This is especially the case in Scope and 
Methods.   
 
 Socratic Method as a Pedagogical Modality 
 
 Sixth, class topics are discussed using the Socratic Method. This means that you are expected to answer 
questions about the text and material that we have covered in class AND TO HAVE THOUGHT ABOUT ITS 
IMPLICATIONS. You will quickly learn that one of my favorite questions is, "what does that mean?".  You are 
expected to read and prepare for discussions. This course is not a spectator sport – meaning that students to 
do well must immerse themselves in it.  I assume that the reading for the day will be done for the day that it is 
assigned. LEARN TO PACE YOURSELF ACCORDINGLY! This is especially the case in Scope and Methods.   
 
 Respect for Colleagues and Their Comments 
 
 Additionally, you are on notice that this course sometimes engages in difficult discussions about our 
political leaders. Hopefully we will have intelligent discussions regarding the concepts involved in the course. 
Above all, everyone will have the right to express their informed beliefs freely and openly without fear of 
reprisal from other students or myself. 


 Attendance 
 
 Seventh, I do not have a mandatory attendance policy.  However, I send around attendance sheets at the 
beginning of each class so I know who has attended class, and so I can gauge your class participation even if you 
do not speak in class.  Persons who are "borderline" in their grades may receive the "benefit of the doubt" in the 
final computation of grades if they have frequently attended class.  It is YOUR responsibility to sign the attendance 
sheet.  The sheet is sent around at the beginning of each class.  If you are late, you must see me after class to sign 
it; otherwise, I will not give you the "benefit of the doubt."  You are responsible for announcements made in class 
and changes to the course syllabus and expectations even if you are absent when such announcements are made.  
This is especially the case in Scope and Methods.   
 
 Laptops and Audiotaping Allowed 
  
 I prohibit the use of laptops in class.  Laptops, while useful in some contexts, represent a barrier 
between professor and student and actually may make student understanding more difficult as students 
are transformed from learners into typists.  Also, other students’ use of laptops may represent a 
distraction from lecture and class discussion.  If you have concerns about this policy, please see me. 
 
 If you have disabilities regarding handwriting notes, I encourage you to tape record the lectures, which 
is allowed.  Students who miss class should see me before requesting your notes, and the student who has 
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missed must make all reasonable accommodations to meet your scheduling limitations for conducting the 
exchange.  The student providing the notes is not responsible for providing any materials and should not incur 
any expenses associated with the exchange.  Students providing the notes are not required to provide notes 
for more than three (3) lecture periods that have been missed.  If you feel that you are being coerced about 
providing your notes to someone who is not attending class, please see me immediately.  I reserve the right to 
revoke the privilege of using the above devices.  
 
 Word Processing Required 
 
 Ninth, all assignments (with the exceptions of exams and quizzes done in class and the SPSS exercises) 
must be typewritten or word processed. If you do not know how to use a computer or word processor, it is 
strongly recommended that you learn to do so. If you are concerned about this, please see me. Numerous 
tutorials are available on campus to assist you. You should allocate enough time for printer cartridges to run 
dry and dogs to eat papers and computer disks! You laugh, but trust me: I have heard every excuse in the 
book! Late assignments will receive reduced grades at the rate of one letter grade per calendar day late or part 
thereof. 
 
 Duplicates of Assignments 
 


Tenth, while I have never lost an assignment, I require that you make copies of all work submitted to me 
in the unlikely event that something should happen. In the event that I should need a copy of the assignment, 
and you are not able to provide it, you will not receive credit. Even after I have returned materials to you, please 
hold on to the work until after you have received your grade from the Registrar. This protects you from any 
possibility that you might receive an erroneous grade. 


Technological Tools 
 
 Eleventh, I require that everyone learn how to use e-mail and the technological tools associated with 
the course. They can facilitate your comprehension of the course material. I have found that this encourages 
students to communicate with me about questions you may have regarding the material discussed in class. You 
are responsible for any assignments or other information that I distribute on the course’s associated web sites 
or via email. If you already have an e-mail account (either through the University or a commercial server), 
please do not sign-up for an additional account, but give me your address. You should check your mail on a 
regular basis as I post any changes about class assignments to your account and/or to the course-associated 
web site. If your email address changes during the semester, you MUST NOTIFY ME.  This is a course 
requirement.  
 
 Classroom Decorum  
 


• Because it is disruptive to everyone to have students arrive late and/or leave early, you must be on 
time for every class and you are expected to remain in class until the period is completed, unless there 
are extraordinary circumstances (e.g., you are about to become ill on the person in front of you) or 
you have informed me of your urgent need to leave before the period ends.  “Urgent need” does not 
include job-related responsibilities or issues.  How would you act once you manage to find a job in 
the “real world”? Would you arrive late or leave early? Submit assignments and reports late? Act in a 
disruptive manner? Act professionally now and it will be easier to transition later to the professional 
world.   
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• Do not talk (even in a whisper) with any of your neighbors.  It disturbs them and it disturbs me.  If you 
are talking, I presume you have a question about the material and I will ask you about it.   


 
• Do not listen to a Walkman, read a newspaper or other material not previously assigned for class. If 


you do so, you will be counted ABSENT FOR THE DAY.  Repeated violation of this rule will result in a 
grade of WF or F. 


 
• PLEASE SILENCE YOUR CELL PHONES AND/OR BEEPERS.  Repeated violation of this rule constitutes 


“continuous unruly behavior.”  (See Classroom Decorum Policy No. 5 below). 
 
• Continuous unruly behavior will result in a grade of WF or F.  An example of this is the persistent 


discourtesy of talking in class while someone else (including the instructor) is doing so.  The 
classroom is not a living room, in which one talks during a television show.  If you wish to talk, absent 
yourself from class with the appropriate diminution of your class grade. 


 
 Time-Sensitive Communications and Assignments 
 


In past semesters, some students have had difficulty submitting assignments to me by the due date and 
time.  This difficulty arises, in part, from their reliance on email and other technologies beyond their control.  
Accordingly, for time-sensitive communications, send me a message through the WebCourse Mail tool, contact 
me on the telephone, or see me in person during office hours.  This is especially the case in Scope and Methods.   
 
 Best Allies 
 


The professor is not your friend.  He cannot be your friend, as he is charged with the weighty 
responsibility of assessing your understanding of the course material and work in an objective manner.  He may 
act in a courteous, kind and helpful manner, but do not mistake that for friendship.  You will find that your 
colleagues will likely have similar backgrounds and experiences and that they can be your best allies in making 
it through this course, just as you will discover in later life.   
 
 Your best allies in helping you make it through this course unscathed are those sitting around you.  
They will help you understand the material better, and you will do the same for them.  By teaching the material 
to fellow students, one begins to truly understand the concepts and ideas discussed.  The learning process 
begins with teaching.  This is especially the case in Scope and Methods.   
 
 Syllabus NOT a Contract 
 
 Finally, this syllabus is not deemed to be a contract. I reserve the right to change any of the exam times 
or assignments by providing you with a forty-eight hour notice of such changes. Such changes are announced 
in class, sent on e-mail and/or posted on the course WebCourse site. Therefore, you are responsible for any 
changes that may occur during the course of the session.  If you are late, you should check with your 
classmates about the missed material. As such, your absence in class is not deemed a sufficient excuse as to 
why work is incomplete. In the event that the University administration closes school for any reason (e.g., 
hurricane), any assignments or examinations that were scheduled on the day of the canceled class will be due 
at the next regularly scheduled class meeting. 
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TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE, TOPICS AND ASSIGNMENTS 
 
H&D = Hoover and Donovan’s The Elements of Social Scientific Thinking (10th ed.) 
Essentials = Pollock’s The Essentials of Political Analysis (4th ed.) 


  SPSS = Pollock = Pollock’s SPSS Companion to Political Analysis (4th ed.) 
 


PROJECTED DATE TOPIC READINGS ASSIGNMENT 
June 25– June 29 Course requirements 


Brief Introduction to SPSS 
 
The Scientific Method 
Studying Politics Scientifically  
A Brief History of the Scientific Study  
   of Politics 
The Research Process (Deduction,    
   Induction and Theory-Building) 


Syllabus and Attachments 
H&D, Chapts. 1 and 2 
Essentials, pp. 1-5  
SPSS, pp. 1-4, Chapt. 1 


WebCT Intro (due  
   Friday, June 29 by  
   17:00)  
 
 


July 2 – July 3 Concepts and Operational 
   Definitions   
Measurement Validity  
Reliability of Measures of Political  
   Phenomena 
Types of Data 
Levels of Measurement (NOIR) 


H&D, Chapt. 2 (re-read),    
   and Chapt. 5 (pp. 78-84) 
Essentials, Chapt. 1 
 


Assignment 1:  
Distinguishing  
   Empirical  
   from Normative  
   Statements (due  
   Monday, July 2 by  
   12:00 noon) 


Wednesday, July 4 *** UCF Holiday – No Class ***   
July 3 – July 6 Levels of Measurement (continued) 


Explanations and Hypothesis Testing 
Null and Alternative Hypotheses 
The Ecological and Individual  
   Fallacies 
Types of Research Designs 


H&D, Chapts. 3 and 4 
Essentials, Chapt. 2 
SPSS, Chapt. 2 


Assignment 2: 
SPSS, Chapt. 2,   
   exercises 1- 6 (due, 
   Thursday, July 5  
   by 12:00 noon) 


Monday, July 9 *** TEST I ***  STUDY! 
July 10 – July 13 Using and Interpreting Descriptive 


Statistics 
Describing Variables 
Frequency Distributions and Tables 
Measures of Central Tendency  
Measures of Dispersion 
Standardized Scores (z-scores) 
 
Bivariate Analyses 
Making Comparisons 
Cross-Tabulations and their   
    Interpretation 
Graphical Analysis  


Essentials, Chapt. 3 Assignment 3: 
SPSS, Chapt. 2, 
   exercises 7-8 (due  
   Tuesday, July 10 by  
   12:00 noon) 


July 16 – July 20 Bivariate Analyses (continued) 
Making Controlled Comparisons 
Types of Analytical Relationships 
Cross-Tabulations with Three  


Essentials, Chapt. 4 
SPSS, Chapts. 3 and 4 


Assignment 4: 
SPSS, Chapt. 3, (due  
  Tuesday, July 17 
   by 12:00 noon)  
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   Variables 
Means Comparison Analysis 


AND 


Assignment 5:   
SPSS, Chapt. 4 (due  
   Wednesday, July 18 


by 12 noon) 
Thurs., July 19 *** TEST II ***    Study for the Test! 
July 23 – July 24 Using and Interpreting Inferential 


Statistics 
Sample Size and Random Error 
The Standard Normal Distribution 
Standard Deviation and Random  
   Error 
Inference Using the Standard Normal 
and t-Distributions 


H&D, Chapt. 5 (pp. 84-92) 
Essentials, Chapt. 5 
SPSS, Chapt. 5 


Assignment 6: 
SPSS, Chapt. 5 (due  
   Tuesday, July 24 
   by 12:00 noon) 
  


July 24 – July 26 Statistical Significance and    
   Hypothesis Testing 
Comparing Two Sample Means 
Comparing Two Sample Proportions 
Measures of Association and their  
   Use 
The PRE Approach 


H&D, Chapt. 5 (pp. 92-115) 
Essentials, Chapt. 6 
SPSS, Chapt. 6 


Assignment 7: 
SPSS, Chapt. 6 (due  
   Thursday, July 26 by  
   12:00 noon) 


 


July 30 – July 31 Correlation (r), its Uses and  
   Limitations 
Bivariate Regression 
R-Squared (R2) 


Essentials, Chapt. 7 (pp.  
   154-165) 
SPSS, Chapt. 8 


Assignment 8: 
SPSS, Chapt. 7 (due  
   Monday, July 30 
   by 12:00 noon) 
 
AND 


Assignment 9: 
SPSS, Chapt. 8 (due  
   Tuesday, July 31 by  
   12:00 noon) 


July 31 – Aug. 1 Dummy Variables 
Multivariate Regression 
Interaction Effects in Multivariate  
   Regression 
OLS  
Multicollinearity 
Summary and Catch-Up 


Essentials, Chapt. 7 (pp.  
   165-178) 
SPSS, Chapt. 9 
 


Assignment 10: 
SPSS, Chapt. 9 (due  
   Wednesday, Aug. 1  
   by 12:00 noon) 


Thurs., Aug. 2, 
12:00-13:50 


*** TEST III (Final Exam) *** – NO 
EXCEPTIONS to this date and time. 
Do not ask, as I cannot grant 
them. 


   Study for the Test! 
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Policy on Cheating and Plagiarism 
 


The Golden Rule: A Handbook for Students (University of Central Florida) defines academic dishonesty as including 
cheating and plagiarism. Cheating is defined as "unauthorized assistance; communication to another through written, 
visual or oral means. The presentation of material which has not been studied or learned, but obtained through 
someone else’s efforts and used as part of an examination, course assignment or project constitutes a violation. The 
unauthorized possession or use of examination or course related material may also constitute cheating" (p. 6). 
Plagiarism is defined as the deliberate use of another’s work, whether directly quoted or paraphrased, "without any 
indication of source, thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s own. Any student 
failing to properly credit ideas or materials taken from another is plagiarizing. Any student who knowingly helps another 
violate academic behavior standards is also in violation of the standards (p.6-7)".  The current version of the Golden Rule 
may be located by navigating to http://www.ucf.edu/goldenrule/.  You are responsible for knowing it and abiding by it 
in ALL of the elements of this course.  
 
Normally, the penalty for a violation of this policy is an "F" in the course.   
 


Statement of ADA Compliance 
 
I cooperate with the Office of Disability Services to make reasonable accommodations for qualified students with 
disabilities. Please present your written accommodation request on or before the sixth class day (beginning of the 
second week of classes). 
  
[Portions of this policy were adapted from the University of North Texas Department of Political Science Policy on 
Cheating and Plagiarism] 
 
 
 
Thanks to Drs. Fine, Jewett, Knuckey and Pollock (all of the University of Central Florida’s Department of Political 
Science) and Dr. Vanessa Baird (Department of Political Science, University of Colorado at Boulder) for their generous 
sharing of their Scope and Methods syllabi and other course materials.   



http://www.ucf.edu/goldenrule/
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Voting and Elections POS3273.BRV1 & BV59 


Pollock / Summer B 2012 


Office 302 Howard Phillips Hall 
407-823-2608 


Office hours M&W:  4:00-5:50 


Email pollock@mail.ucf.edu 
Book Custom book (“CB”), compiled by Pollock 


Available at: http://store.vitalsource.com/show/9781452228761 


 


This course is designed to introduce you to the institutional and behavioral forces that shape 


voting behavior and electoral outcomes in American national elections. Most of the readings in 
the custom book (CB) focus on the 2008 elections, but each of the authors also places 2008 (and 


2010) in a wider behavioral context. CB selections include material from Flanigan and Zingale 


(FZ), Political Behavior of the American Electorate (12
th
 edition); Michal Nelson’s (N) edited 


volume, The Elections of 2008; and Abramson, Aldrich, and Rohde (AAR), Change and 


Continuity in the 2008 and 2010 Elections. 


 
Course elements include assigned reading, real-time and video-streamed lectures, Power Point 


presentations, and supplemental material.   


 


There is a real-time section of the course (BRV1), which has a room (CL1-Rm 205) and time 
(M&W, 6:00 - 8:50 p.m.), and a recorded section (BV59), which is fully online. During the real-


time meetings, my lectures will be recorded on video, which can subsequently be downloaded 


and viewed by accessing a link on the course site. Despite the format difference, the requirements 
for both sections are the same. Physical attendance is not required. All course material will be 


equally available to both sections online. All quizzes and exams will be online. 


 


Grades. Your grade will be based on online quizzes (30 percent of course grade) and online 
exams (70 percent of course grade). During the term, you will take three quizzes. I will drop 


your lowest quiz score. Your two best quiz scores will count 30 percent of your course grade. 


You will take two exams. Each of your exams will count 35 percent of your course grade. 
Scheduling and time parameters of the quizzes and exams: 


 


Quiz or 


Exam 


Open day / date / 


time 


Close day / date / 


time 


Reading/lecture material covered 


Quiz 1 Tue /July 3 / 8 a.m. Sun/July 8/11 p.m. June 25, June 27, July 2 


Exam 1 Th /July 12/ 8 a.m.  Sun/July 15 /11 p.m. June 25, June 27, July 2, July 9, 
July 11 


 


Quiz 2 Th /July 19 / 8 a.m. Sun/July 22/11 p.m. July 16, July 18 


Quiz 3 Th /July 26 / 8 a.m. Sun/July 29/11 p.m. July 23, July 25 


Exam 2  Mon /July 30/9 p.m. Fri/Aug 3/11 p.m. July 16, 18, 23, 25, & 30 


Note: No lectures will be recorded on July 4 or August 1. 


 



mailto:pollock@mail.ucf.edu

http://store.vitalsource.com/show/9781452228761
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Quizzes. The quizzes will be multiple-choice format. The quizzes will test you on material that 


covered in the reading and in lecture.  For example, Quiz 1, available on July 3, will cover 
material presented in the reading and lectures for June 25, June 27, and July 2. Quizzes 2-3 are 


based on the same rationale: do the reading, view the lecture, then take the quiz. Within the 


availability window, there is no limit on the amount of time you may take to complete the 


quizzes. However, you must take each quiz during the scheduled availability window. I will 
drop your lowest quiz score. Your two best quiz scores will count 30 percent of your course 


grade.   


 
Exams. The exams will have multiple-choice questions and short essay questions.  These are 


non-cumulative exams.  The first exam, available on July 12, will cover material from the lectures 


of June 25, June 27, July 2, July 9, and July 11. The second exam, available July 30, will cover 
material from July 16, 18, 23, 25, and 30.  Within the availability window, there is no limit on the 


amount of time you may take to complete the exams.  However, you must take each exam 


during the scheduled availability window.  


 
If you wish discuss your exam: Come to my office during office hours.  If you have a question 


about how your exam was graded:  Bring the following materials to my office—your notes on the 


reading, and the notes you have written while viewing the lecture.  


 


You must work alone in completing the quizzes and exams. Giving or receiving assistance 


on any quiz or exam constitutes a violation of Academic Behavior Standards as specified in 


UCF’s Rules of Conduct (UCF-5.008).  Any student who violates these standards will 


receive an F in the course. 
 


Grading Scale.  Your course grade will be determined by this numeric scale: 
>=90  86-89 80-85 76-79 70-75 66-69 60-65 <=59  


A B+ B C+ C D+ D F 


 
[Syllabus continues on next page…] 
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Schedule for the term: 


Lecture: Topic: Custom Book chapters (selections):** 


 
June 25 


 


Continuities in American elections 


 
CB, Ch1 & Ch2  
(FZ ch1; N ch9 [Mayhew]) 
 


June 27 


 


Nominations: rules and outcomes 


 
CB, Ch3  
(N ch9 [Burden])  
 


July 2 


 


Turnout and Outcomes 


 
CB, Ch4 & Ch5  
(AAR ch2; N ch3 [Pomper]) 


Abramowitz, “Forecasting” (posted) 
 


July 3-8* 


 


Quiz 1  


July 9 


 


 


Media CB, Ch6 (FZ ch7) 


Pew report (posted) 


Geer, “Rise of Negativity” (posted) 
Posner, “Bad News” (posted) 


 


July 11 


 


Partisanship CB, Ch7 (FZ ch3) 


Hetherington, “Polarization” (posted) 
 


July 12-15* Exam 1 


 


 


July 16 


 


Social groups CB, Ch8 (N ch7 [Mellow]) 


July 18 
 


Issues CB, Ch9 & Ch10 (AAR chs 6-7) 


July 19-22* 


 


Quiz 2  


July 23 
 


Modeling vote choice 


 


CB, Ch11 (AAR ch8) 


July 25 Congressional elections I CB, Ch12 (AAR ch11) 


Campbell, “Seats in Trouble” (posted) 
 


July 26-29* Quiz 3 


 


 


July 30 Congressional elections II 
 


CB, Ch13 (AAR ch12) 


July 30 –Aug 3* Exam 2 


 


 


*See first page of this syllabus for precise dates and times. 


**Additional reading selections may be required at the discretion of the instructor. 


Note: No lectures will be recorded on July 4 or August 1. 





