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 COURSE OUTLINE 


 


1. Course Objectives.  This one semester course on global 


perspectives is designed to introduce you to the various “lenses” 


(perspectives) through which one can ascertain world events/issues. 


This can be viewed as an intermediate level between an introduction 


to the nuts and bolts of international relations that is usually 


the undergraduates first acquaintance with the international system 


and a senior-level in-depth examination of the various theories of 


international relations. The primary purpose of the course is to 


provide the basic tools for any student to better understand that 


the world in which we live can be viewed from many angles and it is 


important to know where someone is coming from if we are to have 


meaningful dialogue. 


 


2. Course Requirements.  The course will consist of a series of 


lectures focusing upon the topics and issues outlined in Section 5. 


You are encouraged to ask questions, inject personal observations, 


and challenge the assertions of the professor.  Attend all class 


meetings.  While no formal record of attendance is kept, you will 


find that failure to attend class will soon be reflected in your 


course performance, as lecture material will often not be found in 


your reading assignments.  Read and master the material in the 


assignments.  These are found in the sole textbook for the course: 


 


 Henry R. Nau, Perspectives on International Relations. 2d 


ed. CQ Press (2009) 


 


Reading the assignments and keeping up with the lectures is your 


responsibility.  No specific pages of reading will be given from 


one lecture to another.  Pace yourself according to the topics 


under consideration during lecture periods.   


  


3. Examinations.  There will be four examinations during the 


course.  All will consist of short answer questions dealing with   


concepts, principles, themes, and theories. The final examination 


(fourth midterm) is not cumulative.  Each exam will cover that 


portion of the material outlined in Section 5.  Midterms are 







tentatively scheduled as follows and will be held at the normal 


class time and meeting place: 


 


(1) Wednesday, July 6th 


(2) Monday, July 18th 


(3) Wednesday, July 27th 


(4) Thursday, August 4th  


 


Please provide me with four (4) examination booklets ("blue books" 


or “green books”) at your earliest convenience.  They can be 


purchased at the Bookstore and will be used to write your answers 


on exam days. Please make sure they are not crumbled, stained, etc. 


Would you want to take an exam in one of them in that condition? 


Attendance at examinations is mandatory.  There are no makeup 


examinations. In addition, after the first person has turned in 


their exam and left the room, no one who is tardy and arrives after 


that time will be allowed to take the exam. They will have missed 


the test.  All exams will be in pen (not pencil).  Once an exam has 


begun, no one is allowed to leave the classroom for any reason (so 


be prepared ahead of time to remain for 50 minutes when exams 


begin). 


 


4. Grades.  There are four possible grades for the course: 


Exams          (4 x 33.3%) = 133% 


 


Each student must have three midterm grades to equal 100% of the 


course. This can be the highest three grades of the four 


examinations; or three examinations and skipping an exam, including 


the final.  Be very careful how you decide upon your options, as 


there are no makeup exams (either midterms or final).  If you miss 


a test, you have dropped your lowest grade already.  In no case is 


it wise to miss the first examination.  


 


Letter grades: 90-100 = A (NOTE:  there will be no +/- grades) 


80-89 = B 


70-79 = C 


60-69 = D 


< 60   = F 


 


 


5. Assignments.  (Chapters in Nau) 


           


I.   HOW TO THINK ABOUT IR    Intro; 1 


II.  EVOLUTION OF THE SYSTEM    2 


III. APPLICATION OF THEORIES    3-4    


 


---First midterm (Wednesday, July 6)--- 


 


IV. POST-WWII SYSTEM        5 







V. POST-COLD WAR SYSTEM    6  


VI. POST-9/11 SYSTEM     7 


VII. HISTORY OF GLOBALIZATION       8 


 


---Second midterm (Monday, July 18)--- 


Note: Withdrawal deadline is Friday, July 15 


        


VIII.GLOBALIZATION TOOLKIT    9 


IX. GLOBAL TRADE, FDI, AND FINANCE  10 


X. GLOBALIZATION IN LATIN AMERICA/ASIA 11 


XI. GLOBALIZATION IN AFRICA/MIDDLE EAST 12 


 


---Third midterm (Wednesday, July 27)--- 


 


XII. GLOBALIZATION’S DISCONTENTS   13 


XIII.GLOBAL ENVIRONMENT     14 


XIV. HUMAN RIGHTS      15 


XV. GLOBAL GOVERNANCE     16 


 


---Final exam (Thursday, August 4)--- 


           


 WELCOME TO GLOBAL PERSPECTIVES AND MAY YOU HAVE 


A SUCCESSFUL SUMMER SEMESTER 


 


    


 


Some ground rules: 


 


(1) Classroom 


 no food or drinks  


 no smoking 


 turn off beepers, pagers, cell phones, iPods, etc. 


 if you are late, please come anyway but try not to be 


     disruptive when entering the room 


 


(2) Communications 


 feel free to email me: 


office - bledsoe@mail.ucf.edu 


home -   drbled@aol.com 


 call me at the office but not at home 


  Main Campus(407-823-2608)   


 see me during office hours or call for appointment  


(3) Exams 


 if you are late on exam day and a student has already 


   turned in their exam and departed before you arrive, 


   you are too late and I will not let you take the  


       exam 


 final grades are not posted nor will they be given out


     over the telephone nor by the Department staff.   







     I will be happy to let you know your final exam  


     grade, course average, and course grade if you  


   provide me ahead of time a stamped, addressed  


   envelop (large if you want any course materials  


   returned).  Midterms will not be posted on MyGrades 


    only the final grade.  


 


       


 
 








CPO3103 - Comparative Politics 
Dr. Kerstin Hamann  


 


Syllabus 


Instructor Contact:  


Instructor  Dr. Kerstin Hamann 


Office  Phillips Hall 302 


Office 
Hours 


by appointment 


Phone  407 823-2608 


E-mail Kerstin.Hamann@ucf.edu  


Instructor's Homepage Dr. Hamann's homepage  


Course Information:  


Course Name  CPO3103 - Comparative Politics 


Credit Hours  3 Credit Hours 


Semester/Year  Summer C 2011 


Location Online; no face-to-face meeting required 


 


Course Description 


Government and politics in selected nations, with emphasis on comparative analysis of 
contemporary problems, politics, political culture, behavior, and institutions. 


Prerequisites: POS 2041 or Consent of the Instructor. 
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Course Objectives 


The course offers an introduction to comparative politics by providing an overview of 
politics in industrialized, socialist, and less developed countries. Among others, we look 
at Great Britain, Germany, Russia, China, Iraq, India, and Mexico. The course thus 
presents students with a variety of political systems. We will emphasize similarities as 
well as variation among particular types of political systems, such as parliamentary 
democracies or less developed countries. The overarching theme of the course is an 
emphasis on different trajectories of democratization: How did democracy develop in 
different countries? How are democratic rules manifested? What mechanisms are in 
place to make sure democratic rules are implemented? And why are, or were, some 
countries not democratic for extended periods of time? What factors have motivated 
recent transitions to democracy? Thus, students will be familiarized with crucial 
concepts of democracy and differences across democratic systems. Likewise, it will 
become clear that dictatorships can also be organized in different ways. The country 
studies illustrate that both democracies and dictatorships can have different origins and, 
similarly, that different democratic and authoritarian countries are confronted with 
different political, social, and economic problems. The course is organized around 
modules that focus either on a specific concept or on comparative country studies. 


 


Required Text: 


The following book is available for purchase at the University Bookstore or from any 
online bookshop. It is expected that you obtain the book during the first week of class in 
order to keep up with the assignments. If you order the book online, please allow 
sufficient time for delivery. 


Charles Hauss. Comparative Politics: Domestic Responses to Global Challenges. 
Belmont: Wadsworth, Cengage. 2011. 7th edition. 


  


Supplemental texts 


Additional readings will be available online at no extra cost. The readings will be listed in 
the Modules.  


 


Course Requirements: 


You will have to complete a total of 7 online modules: one introductory module and 6 
substantive modules, and a substantial research paper. I will drop the lowest grade of 







the substantive modules. The grades for the introductory module and the research 
paper will not be dropped. Thus, if your schedule becomes particularly busy, you miss 
deadlines, or something unexpected happens, you can use the "drop" option for that 
module.  


You will also need to be able to save your work in MS Word readable format (.doc, 
.docx, .rtf, .txt). 


Expectations 


I expect all students to be actively engaged in the course throughout the entire 
semester. This class requires that you meet regular deadlines, prepare the readings, 
complete quizzes, participate in online discussions, and write several short essays. You 
are also expected to follow the Course Protocol and to read all e-mails and 
announcements related to the course.  


Missed Assignments/Make-Ups/Extra Credit 


 All late work will be penalized at a rate of 5 points per day late (including weekend 
days and holidays unless otherwise noted in the module).  


 If only parts of a module are submitted late, that particular assignment will receive 
the late penalty (unless noted otherwise in the module).  


 Late discussion postings will receive no credit - there is no late option for discussion 
postings.  


 Quizzes will not be reopened after the due date; no exceptions! Please plan ahead 
accordingly.  


 No work will be accepted more than a week after the deadline.  
 There are no substitute assignments and positively no extra-credit, so please don't 


ask!  


 


Evaluation and Grading 


To repeat, you will have to complete a total of 7 online modules: one introductory 
module and 6 substantive modules. I will drop the lowest grade of the substantive 
modules. The grades for the introductory module will not be dropped. 


 The nature of online classes requires cooperation among students. So, this class is 
not a "competitive sport" but should be an interesting, thought-provoking, 
collaborative discovery of major issues and topics in Comparative politics.  


 Grading information on specific assignments will be provided in the assignment 
itself.  


 The class takes an active learning approach. Thus, students should be prepared to 
engage in discussions, read and think, write short essays and papers, complete 
quizzes, and identify additional sources to share with the class.  







 You are responsible for keeping a copy of all assignments for this class.  
 You are also responsible for checking that the grades posted online are correct; any 


discrepancies must be reported to the instructor within 1 week of being posted.  


Assignment  Percentage of Grade  


Module 1 5% 


6 substantive modules 


(lowest grade gets dropped)  


19% each  


Total  100%  


Your course grade will be calculated as follows:  


Letter Grade  Points  


A  90-100 


B  80-89 


C  70-79 


D 60-69 


F  59 or below  


  


 


  


Academic Honesty: 


Plagiarism and Cheating of any kind on an examination, quiz, or assignment will result 
at least in an "F" for that assignment (and may, depending on the severity of the case, 
lead to an "F" for the entire course) and may be subject to appropriate referral to the 
Office of Student Conduct for further action. See the UCF Golden Rule for further 
information. I will assume for this course that you will adhere to the academic creed of 



http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/





this University and will maintain the highest standards of academic integrity. In other 
words, don't cheat by giving answers to others or taking them from anyone else. I will 
also adhere to the highest standards of academic integrity, so please do not ask me to 
change (or expect me to change) your grade illegitimately or to bend or break rules for 
one person that will not apply to everyone. Furthermore, all your work for this course 
must be original work, that is, you are not allowed to submit work that you have 
prepared for another course.  


 


Copyright 


This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, 
images, text materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use 
doctrine in order to enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, 
download or distribute these items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for 
this online classroom environment and your use only. All copyright materials are 
credited to the copyright holder. All course materials are copyrighted and are not to be 
shared with any other person or uploaded to any other website. 


 


Disability Statement: 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations 
for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon 
request. Students with disabilities who need accommodations in this course must 
contact the professor at the beginning of the semester to discuss needed 
accommodations. No accommodations will be provided until the student has met with 
the professor to request accommodations. Students who need accommodations must 
be registered with Student Disability Services, Student Resource Center Room 132, 
phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting 
accommodations from the professor. 


 


Schedule 


The schedule lists the beginning and ending date for the modules. Each module will 
have intermittent deadlines; please make sure to check those deadlines as soon as the 
module is opened to make sure you will not miss any deadlines. All readings refer to the 
textbook; additional readings are available online and will be listed in the modules 
themselves. 


 







 


Dates Topic Reading 


May 16-23 "Getting Started": Introduction to Comparative 
Politics and Learning Online 


Hauss ch 
1 


May 18-30 
"Constitutions": What do constitutions do? 
How do they develop? Are written constitutions 
different from unwritten ones? 


 reading, quizzes, discussion, short essay  


Hauss 
ch.2 and 
pp. 65-78 


June 1-9 Industrialized Countries: 


"Parties, Policies, and Ideology": How do 
parliamentary systems work? Do parties make a 
difference for policy making in Great Britain and 
Germany? 


 reading, quizzes, discussion  


Hauss 
ch. 4 
(rest; 
review 
pp. 65-
78), ch 6 


June 10-
19 


Transformation in Socialist Countries: 


"Is Socialism a viable regime form?": Why has 
the Soviet system collapsed, but the Chinese 
one has not? 


 reading, quizzes, discussion, short essay  


Hauss 
chs 8, 9, 
10 


June 20-
26 


Less Developed Countries I: 


Different Pathways to Democracy: How do less 
developed countries democratize? Why was 
Mexico's democracy incomplete for so long? 
What spurred Mexico's recent democratization 
processes? 


 reading, quizzes, discussion  


Hauss 
chs 11, 
16 


June 27-
July 7 


Less Developed Countries II: 


"The Legacy of Colonialism": How can we 
explain the different trajectories of former British 
colonies - India and Iraq? 


Hauss 
chs 12, 
14 







 reading, quizzes, discussion  


July 8-15 The Impact of Political Institutions: 


"Presidents and Parliaments": What are the 
consequences of having either a parliamentary 
or presidential system of government? 


 reading, quizzes, discussion, short essay  


readings 
specified 
in 
module, 
available 
online 


 


 








 
POT4305 - The State, Society, and the Individual 


Dr. Kerstin Hamann  


 


Instructor Contact Information 


Instructor Dr. Kerstin Hamann 


Phone (407) 823-2608 


Office Phillips Hall 302 


Office hours by appointment 


Homepage Dr. Hamann 


 


Course Description 


This course addresses the question of how citizens can develop political and economic 
institutions that best serve their interests. The focus of the course is an examination of 
capitalism and democracy as institutions that have been championed as the best means 
of organizing, respectively, an economy and a polity. In particular, it has been argued 
that these systems provide the best means for aggregating individual preferences into 
socially desirable outcomes. We will look at arguments in favor of these institutions, as 
well as arguments on their limitations. Primary emphasis is on works of the 19th and 
20th centuries that have had a major impact on the way we think about individuals, the 
state, and society. The overarching question of the course is, how can individuals 
organize in society so that their interests are maximized, and what is the role of the 
state in this endeavor? 


This 3-hour course is taught entirely online; that is, no class meetings will be held. 


 


Required Texts 


The following books are available for purchase at the UCF bookstore (if you prefer, you 
can also buy them at other locations, including online bookstores such as Amazon): 


 Robert Axelrod, The Evolution of Cooperation. New York: Basic Books, 1984  



http://politicalscience.cos.ucf.edu/main.php?URL=hamann





 John Stuart Mill, On Liberty. Indianapolis: Hackett, 1978. This book is also available 
in full text on the Internet; website: http://www.constitution.org/jsm/liberty.txt  


 Mancur Olson, The Logic of Collective Action. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University 
Press, 1965  


 Robert L. Heilbroner. The Worldly Philosophers. New York. Simon & Schuster, 
1998  


Additional readings are available online: 


 Adam Smith, The Wealth of Nations (Optional): 
http://socserv2.socsci.mcmaster.ca:80/~econ/ugcm/3ll3/smith/wealth/index.html  


 Alexis de Tocqueville, Democracy in America 
http://xroads.virginia.edu/~HYPER/DETOC/toc_indx.html  


Additional shorter readings are specified in the respective modules and are also 
available online. 


 


Course Objectives 


By the end of the semester, you will 


 be familiar with some of the major writers on democracy and capitalism  
 be able to formulate arguments in favor of and against democratic systems  
 be able to formulate arguments in favor of and against capitalist systems  
 be able to think critically about the links between democracy and capitalism  


Evaluation Procedures 


Assignment 
Weight (towards 


course grade) 


Course Introduction module 3% 


Current event module 7% 


7 additional online modules (I will drop the lowest module 
grade) 


15% each 


 Grading information on the specific assignments will be provided in the modules 
themselves.  



http://www.constitution.org/jsm/liberty.txt
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 The nature of online classes requires cooperation among students. So, this class is 
not a "competitive sport" but should be an interesting, thought-provoking, 
collaborative discovery of major issues and topics in political theory.  


 The class takes an active learning approach. Thus, students should be prepared to 
engage in discussions, read and think, write short essays and papers, complete 
quizzes, and identify additional sources to share with the class.  


 Each module has a final deadline, but there are also "smaller" intermittent deadlines 
for specific parts of the module before the final deadline. I recommend you look at 
each module as soon as it is released so you get a sense for what is required and 
when the different parts of each module are due ahead of the deadlines.  


 I will drop the lowest of the 7 substantive module grades. You may use this to cover 
for any kind of unforeseen circumstances that might come up during the course of 
the semester that might prohibit you from doing your best in one of the modules. 
This includes things such as work overload, illness, bad weather, ailing pets, 
computer problems, moving apartments, family gatherings, etc.  


Additional Policies 


Grading and 
evaluation 


Grades will be assigned according to final points students earn in 
the course. There will be no + or - grades in this class. 100-90 A, 
89-80 B, 79-70 C, 69-60 D, 59 or lower F. 


Assignments 


You are responsible for keeping a copy of all assignments for this 
class. You are also responsible for checking that the grades posted 
online are correct; any discrepancies must be reported to the 
instructor within 1 week of being posted. 


Late, make-up, 
and extra credit 


work 


All late work will be penalized at a rate of 5 points per day late 
(including weekend days and holidays unless otherwise noted in 
the module). 


If only parts of a module are submitted late, that particular 
assignment will receive the late penalty (unless noted otherwise in 
the module). The following exceptions to the late policy apply 
(additional exceptions may be stated in the modules themselves): 


Late discussion postings will receive no credit - there is no late 
option for discussion postings. 


Late quizzes will be allowed only under exceptional, documented 
circumstances; no exceptions! 


No work will be accepted more than a week after the deadline. 


There are no substitute assignments and positively no extra-credit, 
so please don't ask! 







Keeping up with 
the course 


I send out regular e-mails with information about the course, 
module information, grading information, course policies etc. I send 
those e-mails to the the e-mail address you have submitted to e-
community. It is your responsibility to make sure that this e-mail 
address is correct and that you check your e-mail regularly, read 
the e-mails I send out, and are familiar with the contents of my e-
mails. 


Academic 
Integrity 


The University of Central Florida has a very clear policy with 
respect to academic integrity. Please familiarize yourself with the 
policies of the "Golden Rule." This includes information on 
plagiarism and cheating. All assignments will have to be completed 
on your own. 


Disclaimer 
The instructor reserves the right to change the syllabus during the 
semester as she deems appropriate. 


Students with 
Disabilities 


If you need to make any arrangements for fulfilling assignments due 
to a disability, please contact the instructor. 


 


 


Schedule 


The readings refer to the list of readings available on the Course Home page. Additional 
readings are specified in the modules themselves. The modules will be opened either 
on or prior to the starting date. Click on "Modules" on the main webpage to view the 
modules.  


Dates Topic Reading 


May 17-


25 


Course Introduction Information on Course Home page; Heilbroner, 


ch. 1 


May 19-


27 


Capitalism and democracy: How 


are these two concepts related? 


G. Almond, 1991. "Capitalism and Democracy," 


PS: Political Science & Politics 24(3):467-474 


(available on Links button on course homepage) 


May 28-


June 3 


Adam Smith: Why is capitalism 


superior? 


Heilbroner, chs. 2, 3 



http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/





June 4-


10 


John Stuart Mill: Why does 


individual freedom lead to the 


best society? 


Heilbroner, pp. 126-135; Mill, On Liberty (all) 


June 11-


17 


Why do citizens organize in 


interest associations in 


democracies? 


excerpts from Tocqueville, Democracy in 


America, available online (passages specified in 


the module) 


Olson, Logic of Collective Action 


June 18 Current Events: deadline for first 


set of postings (see details in 


module description) 


 


June 19-


28 


Karl Marx: Why is socialism 


inevitable? 


Heilbroner, ch. 6; Marx, The Communist 


Manifesto 


June 29-


July 8 


John Maynard Keynes: How can 


capitalism be rescued? 


Heilbroner, ch. 9 


July 9-16 What are the benefits of 


cooperation? 


Axelrod, The Evolution of Cooperation 


July 16 Current Events: deadline for 


second set of postings  


 



http://www.anu.edu.au/polsci/marx/classics/manifesto.html

http://www.anu.edu.au/polsci/marx/classics/manifesto.html






 
 


pos3413b - The American Presidency 


David Houghton 


Course Home 


Instructor Contact 


Instructor David Houghton 


Office Phillips Hall 311G 


Office 


Hours 


Wednesday, 10am-12pm up to and including Wed 25 May. After that I will be 


teaching the course from the UK, but can still be reached by email or by leaving a 


message at the phone number below 


Phone 407 823-6025 


E-mail david.houghton@ucf.edu  


Introduction  


Welcome to POS3413 American Presidency, Summer D 2011. This course is fully online, and 


there are no face-to-face meetings. On this website you will find the course schedule, which will 


tell you what to read - and in some cases what to watch or listen to - in each Module (click on 


‘Schedule’). Modules generally post at 5pm on a Friday, with the exception of Module 1 (which 


will post on the first day of class on Monday 16 May). Each week a new Module will be posted 


which will ask you to complete various readings and do assignments, in most cases within seven 


days.  


Course Description 


Although it is by necessity a more abbreviated version than that taught face-to-face, this online 


version of the course is designed to provide students with a comprehensive introduction to the 


office of the American president. All aspects of the office will be examined, including 


recruitment and presidential elections, staffing, policy making and relations with Congress and 


the public. The role of individual leadership characteristics will also be given particular attention, 


but the presidency will also be placed in the context of the broader American political landscape, 


with special emphasis paid to the capacity of the office to cope with the domestic and 


international environment of the 21st Century. No other executive position in the world system 



mailto:dhoughto@mail.ucf.edu?subject=pos3413b
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has the status of the US presidency. Both in foreign/military and economic affairs the world 


looks to the US for leadership. And yet the formal powers of the presidency within the American 


political system are limited; that system was created to frustrate leadership, not to give in free 


rein, and therein lies the central dilemma of the office. 


There will be two sections to the course this semester: in Part I we begin by examining the 


various paradoxes which beset the modern American presidency. In Part II we then examine the 


institutional and political relationships between the president and other influential bodies in 


American politics. 


Required Texts 


The following books have been placed on order and should be available for purchase at the UCF 


Book Store or via an online seller such as http://www.amazon.com. I strongly recommend that 


you buy your own copies, as you'll be tested on their contents at exam time: 


Thomas Cronin and Michael Genovese, The Paradoxes of the American Presidency, third edition 


(New York: Oxford University Press, 2009). There is an Amazon.com link here. 


Irwin Morris, The American Presidency: An Analytical Approach (New York: Cambridge 


University Press, 2010). There is an Amazon.com link here. 


A Word of Warning About Online Courses 


If you haven't taken an online class before, you should know that they can be quite gruelling: 


since there are no face to face meetings, there is a lot more emphasis on reading than there might 


be in an ordinary class, and most of all you need to organize yourself so that you complete the 


readings and postings on time. This will require a great deal of self-discipline on your part. Do 


not take this course unless you are strongly motivated to do all the readings and other 


assignments on time.  


Rules of Assessment 


The final grade will be composed of three elements (note that all times given in this course refer 


to local time in Orlando, FL, which is US Eastern Time): 


 A Midterm Examination on everything covered so far, taken online at any time 


between Friday 10 June 5pm and Friday 17 June 5pm. Consists of 50 multiple 


choice questions and worth 40%.  


 Cumulative Final Examination, taken online at any time between Friday 8 July 5pm 


and Friday 15 July 5pm. Consists of 100 multiple choice questions and worth 50%.  


 Discussion postings will collectively account for 10%. You will usually have a week 


to do each posting, and discussion topics will close when the week ends (see 


individual Modules for details). Note: although I will allow every member of the 


class to do one late posting during the semester, after that I will deduct 1% from 
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your 10% Discussions score for every posting which appears late. It is therefore very 


much in your interest to ensure that you do the readings and discussion postings on 


time.  


Makeup examinations and extensions to weekly assignments will be offered only in 


the very rarest of circumstances. In order to be eligible to take a makeup exam or 


get an extension, you must give a convincing written explanation, backed up with 


proper medical or other documentation, as to why you were unable to meet the 


expectations required of other class members. Only where the instructor is fully 


satisfied that the student could not be expected to complete the original 


assignment/examination given his or her personal circumstances will any exceptions 


whatsoever be granted. Note also that any makeup examination will not necessarily 


be of the same format as the original exam. 


Finally, please note that no extra credit will be offered in this course; by continuing 


with the course, you are agreeing to abide by its rules of assessment and agreeing to 


accept the marks/grades assigned to your work. All grades are final. The grading 


scheme will be as follows: 


A 90 or above  


A- 88-89 


B+ 86-87 


B 82-85 


B- 80-81 


C+ 78-79 


C 73-77 


C- 70-72 


D+ 67-69 


D 63-66 


D- 60-62  


F Below 60  


 


Schedule of Readings 


Summer D 2011 


The following readings may be subject to change as the course proceeds, so you should check 


back here frequently. Any readings not included in the required text will be added to the 


webpage via a link called 'Additional Readings Box'. 


 


 







Post 


Date 
Module Activity 


Part I: Introduction 


Monday 


16 May 


1: Introduction To 


Class 


Overview of objectives and methods of assessment, and 


a bird’s eye view of what we’ll be covering during the 


semester. Post discussion to 'Introductions'. Modules will 


normally be posted on a Friday, beginning on Friday 20 


May.  


Friday 20 


May 


2: Paradoxes of the 


American Presidency 


Read Cronin and Genovese, The Paradoxes of the 


American Presidency, Chapter 1 and Morris, The 


American Presidency, Chapters 1 and 2. Post discussion 


to ‘Paradoxes’.  


Part II: Institutional and Political Relationships 


Friday 27 


May 


3: How We Judge/Elect 


Presidents 


Cronin and Genovese, Chapters 2 and 3 and Morris, 


Chapter 11. View a short video on party conventions by 


clicking here. Post discussion to 'Judging/Electing 


Presidents'.  


Friday 3 


June 


4: Presidential Power 


and Leadership  


Cronin and Genovese, Chapter 4 and Morris, Chapter 4, 


as well as 'Barber' and 'Rose'. You can find these in a 


folder on the course homepage called 'Additional 


Readings Box'. Post discussion to 'Power and 


Leadership'.  


Friday 10 


June 


5: Midterm 


Examination  


Examination on everything covered so far, taken online 


at any time between Friday 10 June 5pm and Friday 17 


June 5pm. Consists of 50 multiple choice questions. 


Friday 17 


June 


6: Presidents in a 


System of Shared 


Powers/Congress 


Cronin and Genovese, Chapters 5 and 6 and Morris, 


Chapter 6. Post discussion to 'Shared Powers/Congress'. 


Friday 24 


June 


7: Presidents as Chief 


Executives/the Courts 


Cronin and Genovese, Chapters 7 and 9 and Morris, 


Chapter 8. Post discussion to 'Chief Executives/Courts'.  


Friday 1 


July 


8: Presidents and 


Political 


Parties/Foreign Policy 


Cronin and Genovese, Chapter 10 and Morris, Chapter 9. 


Post discussion to 'Political Parties/Foreign Policy'.  


Friday 8 


July 
9: Final Examination 


Cumulative final examination, taken online at any time 


between Friday 8 July 5pm and Friday 15 July 5pm. 


Consists of 100 multiple choice questions. 
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pos4206b - Political Psychology 


David Houghton 


Course Home 


Instructor Contact 


Instructor David Houghton 


Office Phillips Hall 311G 


Office 


Hours 


Wednesday, 10am-12pm up to and including Wed 25 May. After that I will be 


teaching the course from the UK, but can still be reached by email or by leaving a 


message at the phone number below 


Phone 407-823-6025 


E-mail david.houghton@ucf.edu  


 


Introduction 


Welcome to POS4206 Political Psychology, Summer D 2011. This version of the course is fully 


online, and there are no face-to-face meetings. On this website you will find the course schedule, 


which will tell you what to read - and in some cases what to watch or listen to - in each Module 


(click on „Schedule‟). Modules generally post at 5pm on a Friday, with the exception of Module 


1 (which will post on the first day of class, and is already available). Each week a new Module 


will be posted which will ask you to complete various readings and do assignments, in most 


cases within seven days.  


Course Description 


„Political psychology‟ can be defined most simply as the study of the interaction between politics 


and psychology, particularly the impact of psychology on politics. Beyond this simple definition, 


however, a glance at some past issues of the academic journal dedicated to this topic – entitled, 


appropriately enough, Political Psychology – reveals that there are many different sub-fields, 
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specialisms and approaches within it. Consequently, there are many different ways of teaching a 


course in political psychology. One distinction is that one camp is interested in mass behavior 


(how people vote, the impact of public opinion on government policies, and so on), while the 


other focuses on elite behavior (how elite perceptions shape government policies, the impact of 


personality on leadership, foreign policy decision-making and so on). Another important division 


in the field is that between approaches (influenced by social psychology) which emphasize the 


impact of situations on behavior, and those (influenced by cognitive psychology and the older 


tradition of abnormal psychology) which stress the importance of individual characteristics in 


shaping the way we behave. This latter distinction will serve as the critical organizing device in 


the course. 


Sometimes a course like this one is taught almost exclusively as a study of U.S. voting behavior. 


Here, however, we'll range far and wide over the application of psychological approaches to a 


variety of political issues (though there will be a particular emphasis on applications to 


international relations). Starting by elaborating on what the study of political psychology 


involves, we will begin by looking at some of the psychological theories which have influenced 


the way we study political science. Particular emphasis will be placed to begin with on the 


impact of situational theories, most notably the work of B.F. Skinner, Stanley Milgram, Philip 


Zimbardo and Irving Janis. We will also look at more individually-based theories which examine 


the impact of personality on decision-making, schema theory, the role of affect or emotion, the 


impact of what cognitive psychologists call analogical reasoning and recent advances in what 


might be termed 'political neuroscience'. Along the way we'll illustrate the political value of 


these theories by examining (among other things) the extraordinary obedience that individual 


citizens often accord even to genocidal governments, voting behavior, the psychology of 


terrorism, the 1986 Challenger shuttle disaster, the psychology of genocide, the 1965 decision to 


Americanize the war in Vietnam, the recent Abu Ghraib prison scandal, and many other political 


examples. 


Required Text 


The main course text is my own book Political Psychology: Situations, Individuals and Cases 


(New York: Routledge, 2009), which was written specifically for this course. The bookstore on 


campus now has copies of this available. It is also available through online sellers like 


www.amazon.com in paperback or in the Kindle edition. All instructor profits from the sale of 


this book to course members go to charity (it does not matter where you purchase it, since I 


calculate the profits based on student number enrollments after the class has ended).  


A Word of Warning About Online Courses 


If you haven't taken an online class before, you should know that they can be quite gruelling: 


since there are no face to face meetings, there is a good deal more reading than you might do in 


an ordinary face-to-face class and more video material to watch. This will require a great deal of 


intensive reading on your part. Do not take this course unless you are strongly motivated to do 


the readings and other assignments on time. You should also note that the exams will be heavily 
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based on the textbook, so you will inevitably run into problems at exam time if you don't keep up 


with the readings. 


Rules of Assessment 


The final grade will be composed of three elements. All times given below refer to US Eastern 


Time: 


 Midterm Examination on everything covered so far, taken online at any time between 


Friday 10 June 5pm and Friday 17 June 5pm. Consists of 50 multiple choice questions 


and worth 40%.  


 Cumulative final examination, taken online at any time between Friday 8 July 5pm and 


Friday 15 July 5pm. Consists of 100 multiple choice questions and worth 50%.  


 Discussion postings will collectively account for 10%. You will usually have a week to 


do each posting, and discussion topics will close when the week ends (see individual 


Modules for details). Note: although I will allow every member of the class to do one late 


posting during the semester, after that I will deduct 1% from your 10% Discussions score 


for every posting which appears late. It is therefore very much in your interest to ensure 


that you do the readings and discussion postings on time.  


Makeup examinations and extensions to weekly assignments will be offered only in the 


very rarest of circumstances. In order to be eligible to take a makeup exam or get an 


extension, you must give a convincing written explanation, backed up with proper 


medical or other documentation, as to why you were unable to meet the expectations 


required of other class members. Only where the instructor is fully satisfied that the 


student could not be expected to complete the original assignment/examination given his 


or her personal circumstances will any exceptions whatsoever be granted. Note also that 


any makeup examination will not necessarily be of the same format as the original exam. 


Finally, please note that no extra credit will be offered in this course; by continuing with 


the course, you are agreeing to abide by its rules of assessment and agreeing to accept the 


marks/grades assigned to your work. All grades are final. The grading scheme will be as 


follows: 


A 90 or above  


A- 88-89 


B+ 86-87 


B 82-85 


B- 80-81 


C+ 78-79 


C 73-77 


C- 70-72 


D+ 67-69 


D 63-66 


D- 60-62  


F Below 60  







Schedule of Readings 


Online Version, Summer D 2011 


This course schedule will tell you what to read - and in some cases what to listen to or watch - in 


each Module. I may change a few things as we go along, so check back here regularly. Web links 


to the audio segments and videos used in the course are also included here. 


 


 


Post 


Date 
Module Topic Activity 


Part I: Introduction 
 


Monday 


16 May 
1 Introduction to Class 


Overview of objectives and methods of 


assessment, plus a bird‟s eye view of 


what we‟ll be covering during the 


semester. Post discussion to 


'Introductions'.  


Friday 


20 May 
2 


Situationism and 


Dispositionism/A Brief History 


of the Discipline  


Read David Houghton, Political 


Psychology: Situations, Individuals 


and Cases (New York: Routledge, 


2009), Chapters 1 and 2 (a copy of the 


first chapter is available via this 


website in case you don't have the 


book yet).  


Part II: Situationism 
 


Friday 


27 May 
3 


Behaviorism and Freedom 


/Obedience 


Houghton, Chapters 3 and 4. You can 


watch a video about John Watson here 


and one about B.F. Skinner here. There 


is a reappraisal of Skinner here here. 


View the film, 'Obedience' (available 


via course homepage).  


Friday 3 


June 
4 


Creating a “Bad Barrel”/Group 


Decision-Making  


Houghton, Chapters 5 and 6. You may 


find the website for Philip Zimbardo‟s 


new book 'The Lucifer Effect' useful, 


which can be found here. You can also 


watch a Jon Stewart interview with 


Zimbardo by clicking here. You can 


listen to an NPR interview with 


Zimbardo by following this link. Part I 
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of a BBC special on Stanford can be 


viewed here, and Part II is here.There 


is another useful video called 'The 


Human Behavior Experiments' here, 


and you can watch an introduction to 


the film Groupthink by clicking here.  


Friday 


10 June 
5 Midterm Examination  


Midterm Examination, taken online at 


any point between Friday 10 June 5pm 


and Friday 17 June 5pm. The exam 


will be all topics and readings covered 


so far, and consists of 50 multiple 


choice questions. 


Part III: Dispositionism 
 


Friday 


17 June 
6 Psychobiography/Personality  Houghton, Chapters 7 and 8. 


Friday 


Friday 


24 June 


7 Cognition  Houghton, Chapter 9. 


Friday 1 


July 
8 


Affect and 


Emotion/Neuroscience  


Houghton, Chapters 10 and 11. You 


can see a video interview with political 


neuroscientist Drew Westen here. 


Friday 8 


July 
9 Final Examination 


Cumulative examination taken online, 


100 multiple choice questions. This 


can be taken at any time between 


Friday 8 July at 5pm and Friday 15 


July at 5pm.  
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Syllabus 


POS 3424 Congress and the Legislative Process 
Summer 2011 


 


Instructor Contact 


Instructor  Nathan Ilderton 


Office  328 UCF Valencia West Building 11 


Office 
Hours 


Tuesday and Thursday 3:00-4:00 


Phone  407-582-5611 


E-mail  


Please contact me via the email function within webcourse for all class 
related emails.  If webcourses is down and you need to reach me, my 
University email is:  
nathan.ilderton@ ucf.edu 


Chat 


I will be available twice a week in the course’s chat room to answer 
questions.  Keep in mind that the chat room is a public forum.  
Personal concerns and questions should be handled via email or over 
the phone.   
 
Monday and Wednesday 2:00 to 4:00.  (May be subject to change 
certain weeks- watch course announcements for updates). 


 


Course Information 


Course Name  Congress and the Legislative Process 


Course ID & Section POS 3424 Section 1 


Credit Hours  3 Credit Hours 


Semester/Year  Summer 2011 


Location Online 


 


Course Description 







  


 


This course is an examination of the politics of the United States Congress.  
During the semester we will examine the election of members of Congress, the 
legislative process, and the place of Congress in the broader context of the 
American government and democracy.  This will mean exploring the rules, 
norms, individuals, and historical events that have shaped the Congress.  We will 
also discuss the development of the modern Congress and where it is heading in 
future. 
 
Prerequisite POS 2041 or consent of the instructor. 
 


Course Objectives 


This course will equip you not only to describe how Congress operates, but 
analyze why it operates in the manner it does.  Students will become familiar with 
the theories posited by political scientists to explain congressional process and 
evaluate the rigor of these theories.  At the end of the course, students will be 
better able to understand and analyze political outcomes within Congress and in 
the American political system in general.   


Required Text 


 Roger H. Davidson, Walter J. Oleszek, and Francis E. Lee.  Congress and 
Its Members, 12th edition (CQ Press) 


 Jacobson, Gary C. The Politics of Congressional Elections, 7th edition. 
(Pearson Longman). 


Course Requirements 


Each week you will be expected to complete two modules (see course schedule).    
The first module of the week will open at midnight every Monday.  The second 
module will open when you complete the assignments for the first module.  Both 
modules will close at 11:59pm on Sunday night.  Modules will not be reopened 
except for instances listed below.  


Missed Assignments/Make-Ups 


I will not allow missed assignments to be made up without a documented 
university excused absence.  If you know ahead of time that you will be unable to 
complete a module on time please inform me prior to the closing time.  If you 
cannot inform me ahead of time, please inform me within one business day of the 
closing of the module either via phone or email.   Date and time of makeup 
modules will be determined by the instructor on a case by case basis.  I reserve 
the right to change the format and questions of makeup modules at my 
discretion.  







  


 


Evaluation and Grading 


Each module will consist of reading and lecture materials you will be required to 
read or watch.  At the end of the module you will be required to take a quiz or 
participate in a discussion. Quizzes consist of true/false, multiple choice, and 
short answer questions.  A short answer question should be answered in the 
form of a paragraph.  Short answer questions will be graded on a ten point scale 
per question.  True/false and multiple choice questions will be worth one point 
each.  Your quiz grade will be computed by dividing the total points earned 
during the semester by the total quiz points available. 


Each discussion contribution will be graded on a 100 point scale based on the 
accuracy of the answer to the question posed and the quality of the interaction 
with fellow students.   


Modules 4, 8, and 12 substitute an internet assignment for the quiz.  These will 
be assignments that require you to find or examine materials related to Congress 
on the web and respond to them.  These assignments will be graded on a 100 
point scale.   


The final module will consist of a cumulative question that must be answered with 
a 750-1000 word essay (approximately 2½ to 3½ double spaced pages).  The 
essay will be due the final day of class (July 15th).  The final module will open 
early (July 8th) to give you a full week to complete the assignment   This will not 
affect the amount of time you are given to complete the previous modules, 
however, keep in mind that you must complete all the modules in the course.  
The essay will be graded on a 100 point scale. 


Assignments will be weighted in the following manner for calculating the final 
grade. 


Assignment  Percentage of Grade  


Quizzes  35% 


Discussions  20% 


Internet Assignments  20% 


Essay  25% 


Total  100%  


 


 


 







  


 


 


Final grades will be awarded according to the following scale. 


 


Letter Grade  Points  


A  90-100 


B  80-89 


C  70-79 


D 60-69 


F  59 or below  


 


Academic Honesty 


Plagiarism and Cheating of any kind on an examination, quiz, or assignment will 
result at least in an "F" for that assignment (and may, depending on the severity 
of the case, lead to an "F" for the entire course) and may be subject to 
appropriate referral to the Office of Student Conduct for further action. See the 
UCF Golden Rule for further information. I will assume for this course that you 
will adhere to the academic creed of this University and will maintain the highest 
standards of academic integrity. In other words, don't cheat by giving answers to 
others or taking them from anyone else. I will also adhere to the highest 
standards of academic integrity, so please do not ask me to change (or expect 
me to change) your grade illegitimately or to bend or break rules for one person 
that will not apply to everyone. 


Disability Statement 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable 
accommodations for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in 
alternate formats upon request. Students with disabilities who need 
accommodations in this course must contact the professor at the beginning of the 
semester to discuss needed accommodations. No accommodations will be 
provided until the student has met with the professor to request 
accommodations. Students who need accommodations must be registered with 
Student Disability Services, Student Resource Center Room 132, phone (407) 
823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting 
accommodations from the professor. 


Copyright 
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This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video 
clips, images, text materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the 
Fair Use doctrine in order to enhance the learning environment. Please do not 
copy, duplicate, download or distribute these items. The use of these materials is 
strictly reserved for this online classroom environment and your use only. All 
copyright materials are credited to the copyright holder. 


Third-Party Software and FERPA 


During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services 
and/or software applications sometimes called third-party software such as a 
blog or wiki. While some of these could be required assignments, you need not 
make any personally identifying information on a public site. Do not post or 
provide any private information about yourself or your classmates. Where 
appropriate you may use a pseudonym or nickname. Some written assignments 
posted publicly may require personal reflection/comments, but the assignments 
will not require you to disclose any personally identity-sensitive information. If you 
have any concerns about this, please contact your instructor. 
 


 


Schedule 
 


Note: Weekly modules stay open until 11:59pm of the date listed.  Weekly modules open 


midnight Monday and stay open for 7 days. 


 


Week/Dates Topic 
Modules 


Readings 
Open 
Date 


Close 
Date  


Week 1 Introduction, 
Origins and 
Development of  
Congress 
 
The Electoral 
Connection 


1 
 
 
 
 
2 
(Discussion) 


DOL Ch. 1 
and 2 


May 
16th  


May 
22nd  


Week 2 Elections I: Context 
and Campaigns 
 
 
Elections II: 
Campaigns 


3 
 
 
 
4 (Internet 
Assignment) 


Jacobson Ch. 
1-3 
 
 
Jacobson Ch. 
4 


May 
23rd 


May 29th  


Week 3 Elections III: Voters  
 


5 
 


Jacobson Ch. 
5 


May 
30th 


June 5th 







  


 


 
Elections IV: 
National Politics 


 
6 
(Discussion) 


 
 
Jacobson Ch. 
6 


Week 4 Introduction to 
Lawmaking and 
Representation 
 
Parties 


7 
 
 
 
8 (Internet 
Assignment) 


DOL Ch. 5 
 
 
 
DOL Ch. 6 


June 
6th 


June 
12th  


Week 5 Committees 
 
Rules, Norms and 
Procedures  


9 
 
10 
(Discussion) 


DOL Ch. 7 
 
DOL Ch. 8 


June 
13th 


June 
19th  


Week 6 Roll Call Voting 
 
Congress and the 
President 


11 
 
12 (Internet 
Assignment) 


DOL Ch. 9 
 
DOL Ch. 10 
 


June 
20th 


June 
26th  


Week 7 Congress and the 
Bureaucracy 
 
Congress and the 
Courts 


13 
 
 
14 


DOL Ch. 11 
 
 
DOL Ch. 12 


June 
27th 


July 3rd  


Week 8 Congress and 
Organized Interests  
 
Congress and 
Policymaking 


15 
(Discussion) 
 
16 


DOL Ch. 13 
 
 
DOL Ch. 14 
&15 


July 
4th 


July 10th  


Week 9 Final Essay 17  July 
8th  


July 15th 
by 
11:59pm 


 


Note: All dates and times are subject to change by Dr. Ilderton. Be informed and 
routinely check the Schedule and Class Discussion topics for any changes or 
updates. 
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POS 3703 


Scopes and Methods of Political Science 


Summer 2011 


Tuesday and Thursday 6:00-9:50pm 


Valencia West Building 11, Room 301 


 


Instructor: Nathan Ilderton 


Office: 328 Valencia West Building 11 


Office Hours:    


Phone: 582-5611 


Email: ilderton@ucf.edu 


 


Course Description: 


This course is an introduction to research methods used in political science.  We will 


examine the use of the scientific method in the study of politics.  This includes examining 


the measurement of concepts, research design, and hypothesis formation.  We will also 


several techniques used to test hypotheses in political science.  This will include a study 


of comparisons, significance tests, and an introduction to the OLS regression models. 


 


Course Objectives: 


The objective of this course is to teach students to apply objective scientific analysis to 


political problems.  Students will also learn to understand and critically evaluate 


statistical analyses they will encounter in their future course work, research, and everyday 


consumption of political information. 


 


Required Reading: 


There are two books required for this class. Each is available at the University Bookstore 


and through the usual off campus and internet outlets. 


 


 Phillip H. Pollock, The Essentials of Political Analysis, 3
rd


 edition, (CQ Press). 


 Phillip H. Pollock, An SPSS Companion to Political Analysis, 3
rd


 edition, (CQ 


Press). 


 


If you purchase the text books online please insure that you are purchasing the correct 


editions of the required texts.  This course will adhere to the listed editions; students who 


purchased the wrong editions are responsible for acquiring any new or changed material. 


 


Assignments, Exams and Grading: 


Students will be graded on the basis of homework and two exams.  Final grades will be 


calculated using the following formula: 


 


Homework: 30% 


First Exam: 40% 


Second Exam: 40% 


 







 2 


Homework will be assigned periodically.  Assignments will be drawn primarily from the 


SPSS Companion book.  Homework assignments will be given in class and are due the 


following class period unless otherwise specified by the instructor.  You will need SPSS 


and the data disk from SPSS Companion to complete the homework assignments.  To 


acquire the data disk you must purchase a new copy of the SPSS Companion text.  SPSS 


is available on campus lab computers.   Homework assignments will be graded on the 


basis of ten points per question.  For example if I asked you to complete Questions 1 


through 3 in Chapter 2, the total point value for the assignment would be 30.  Your 


homework grade will be computed on the basis of the percentage of points earned of the 


total homework points available.  


 


Exams will cover material from their section of the reading and lecture calendar.  Exams 


will cover reading and lecture materials.  The format of exams will be multiple choice, 


identification, and problem solving.  Example problems will be shown in class. 


 


The grading scale for final grades is as follows: 


 


A: 89.5% or above 


B: 79.5% to 89.4% 


C: 69.5% to 79.4% 


D: 59.5% to 69.4% 


F: 59.4% or below 


 


Attendance Policy: 


Attendance at lectures is recommended, but not required.  I will not be taking roll.  


However, you are reminded that you are responsible for lecture material on exams.  


Further, there is no substitute for attending class and engaging in the course materials for 


full comprehension.  In the past, the students who did best in the course were the ones 


who regularly attended class sessions.   


 


Makeup Work: 


I will not allow missed assignments to be made up without a documented university 


excused absence.  If you know ahead of time that you will miss a scheduled exam please 


inform me prior to the exam period.  If you cannot inform me ahead of time, please 


inform me within one business day of the scheduled exam period that you need to 


makeup the exam either via phone or email.  Date and time of makeup exams will be 


determined by the instructor on a case by case basis.  I reserve the right to change the 


format and questions of makeup exams at my discretion.  


 


Webcourses 


A webcourse section has been created for this class and will be accessible through the 


myUCF web portal at my.ucf.edu.  This space will be used to post the syllabus, lecture 


notes, grades, and important class notices.  
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Computer Lab 


On occasion this class will meet in one of the computer labs.  These occasions will be 


announced ahead of time.  On days that we meet in computer labs you are required to 


bring the SPSS Companion book and the SPSS data disk. 


 


Class Topics and Reading Assignments: 
Students are expected to complete the assigned reading by the beginning of each week.   


Please note that I reserve the right to change the lecture and readings schedule as 


necessary to adequately cover all topics.  I also reserve the right to add or subtract 


readings from the course.  Any changes to the schedule or assigned readings will be 


announced in class.  Note Homework is due the class following its assignment 


 


Date Topic Reading Homework 


May 17 Thinking Scientifically 


About Politics 


Essentials Introduction  


May 19 Defining and Measuring 


Concepts 


Essentials Chapter 1 Essentials Chapter 


1, Exercises 2,3,5 


May 24 Measuring and Defining 


Variables 


Essentials Chapter 2  


May 26 Hypotheses and Making 


Comparisons 


Essentials Chapter 3 SPSS Companion, 


Chapter 2, Exercises 


1, 2, 3 


May 31 Research Design Essentials Chapter 4  


June 2 Exam 1   


June 7 Controlled Comparisons/ 


Inference 


Essentials Chapter 5 


Chapter 6 


 


June 9 Inference Essentials Chapter 6 SPSS Chapter 6, 


Exercises 1, 2, 3, 4 


June 14 Inference/ Tests of 


Significance 


Essentials Chapter 6 and 


7 


 


June 16 Regression Essentials Chapters 8 and 


9 


SPSS Chapter 8 


Exercises 1,2,3 


June 21 Regression Essentials Chapter 9  


June 23 Exam 2   


 


UCF Creed and Academic Honesty 


 


Integrity, scholarship, community, creativity, and excellence are the core values that 


guide our conduct, performance, and decisions.  


Integrity 
I will practice and defend academic and personal honesty. 


Scholarship 
I will cherish and honor learning as a fundamental purpose of my membership in the 


UCF community. 
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Community 
I will promote an open and supportive campus environment by respecting the rights and 


contributions of every individual. 


Creativity 
I will use my talents to enrich the human experience. 


Excellence 
I will strive toward the highest standards of performance in any endeavor I undertake. 


As reflected in the UCF creed, integrity and scholarship are core values that should guide 


our conduct and decisions as members of the UCF community. Plagiarism and cheating 


contradict these values, and so are very serious academic offenses. Penalties can include 


a failing grade in an assignment or in the course, or suspension or expulsion from the 


university. Students are expected to familiarize themselves with and follow the 


University’s Rules of Conduct (see http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/). 


Students with Disabilities 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations 


for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon 


request. Students with disabilities who need accommodations in this course must contact 


the professor at the beginning of the semester to discuss needed accommodations. No 


accommodations will be provided until the student has met with the professor to request 


accommodations. Students who need accommodations must be registered with Student 


Disability Services, Student Resource Center Room 132, phone (407) 823-2371, 


TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting accommodations from the 


professor. 


Unauthorized Use of Class Notes 


Third parties may be selling class notes and other materials from this class without my 


authorization. Please be aware that such class materials may contain errors, which could 


affect your performance or grade. Use these materials at your own risk. 



http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/






Syllabus: POS 3122W State Government 


Summer 2011 


Contact Information 


Instructor: Dr. Aubrey Jewett 


Office: Phillips Hall 302 E 


Office Hours: Online by e-mail or in person by appointment. 


Phone: Political Science Main Office 407-823-2608; Direct Office Line 407-823-6030 


E-mail: aubrey.jewett@ucf.edu 


Course Description 


State Government examines politics in the American states focusing on foundations, 
institutions, processes and policy. We look at the demographic and economic 
environment of the states as well as state constitutions and the role of states in the 
federal system. We examine participation in state and local politics, the role of political 
parties and the conduct of state and local elections. We explore state institutions 
including the legislature, executive branch, bureaucracy, and courts. We also 
investigate the structure, function, governance and challenges facing local government 
in the US. Finally we analyze and evaluate state and local policy including criminal 
justice, land use, economic development, civil rights, education, health, welfare and 
taxation. 


Goals 


1. Knowledge: Students should understand basic facts and concepts related to state 
politics and policy. 


2. Comparative Approach: Students will engage in the comparative analytical approach: 
examining political institutions and behaviors across states in order to identify and 
explain similarities and differences. 


3. Public Policy: Students will evaluate the role of state government in managing conflict 
over what values should be implemented as public policy in a variety of areas. 


4. Florida: Students will focus on Florida to see how and why politics and policy operate 
as they do in our own state contrasted to others. 







5. Diversity: Students will explore how diversity impacts state politics and policy 
focusing on contemporary minority American culture as defined by race, ethnicity, 
gender, social and economic class, age, sexual orientation and physical ability. 


Required Texts 


1. Thomas R. Dye and Susan A. MacManus, Politics in States and Communities, 13th 
ed. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall, 2009. (D&M) 


2. Bruce Stinebrickner, ed. Annual Editions: State and Local Government, 14th ed. New 
York: McGraw Hill. 2009. (SLG) 


Evaluation 


8 Modules – 100% of your total grade. Each module consists of 2 graded activities: 
Chapter Quiz and Compare, Contrast, Update & Discuss. Each module will usually 
cover 2 chapters from the Dye and MacManus text (the last module has 3 chapters) and 
6-7 articles from the SLG reader. Since there are 8 modules and nine weeks you will 
have about a week to do each module. 


Chapter Quiz – 40% of total grade. Each quiz will usually have 50 questions 
covering material from Dye and MacManus and from the SLG articles. You will normally 
have 60 minutes to take the quiz. You may take the quiz a second time to improve your 
score. If you take the quiz a second time I will take the higher score of the two attempts 
as your grade for the quiz. You should read the chapters and articles and study before 
starting the quiz as you will not have time to look up every answer. 


Compare, Contrast, Update & Discuss – 60% of total grade. I will put you in small 
groups for the online discussion based on your last name. Compare, Contrast, Update 
& Discuss will include several steps. First you will compare and contrast state or local 
governments by looking up information online and writing a 700-1000 word essay. Next 
you will update information from the readings by looking up and writing a 350-500 word 
current event. You will upload this paper (the compare and contrast and current event) 
using the assignment function and also paste it into your discussion group. Finally you 
must engage in discussion with your fellow classmates by responding to their 
comparisons and contrast and current event. The discussion will require a minimum of 
three postings each week: the initial posting of your paper and then at least two 
postings responding to your fellow students. You should attempt to engage in 
professional college level discussion with your classmates. Highest grades go to 
students who exceed my expectations for quantity and quality of their papers and their 
discussion with classmates. Two additional postings is the minimum to get a C on that 
part of the assignment. You will need 8 or more (depending on quality and length) 
additional postings to get the highest possible score on discussing with class mates. 


To grade discussion I have developed a rubric (scoring guidelines). Each discussion is 
worth up to 100 points: 50 points are possible for comparing and contrasting, 30 points 







for the current event, and 20 points for discussing things with your classmates. In 
addition there will be a 10 point penalty for each day the initial posting is late. So 10 
points off for one day late and 20 points off for two days late and then the module 
closes. Once the module closes you will not be able to post further and I will not accept 
your postings. 


Policies 


1. If you have questions about the course of a general nature do not e-mail me initially. 
Instead post your question in the Discussions section of the web site. Once in 
Discussions section select the topic “Questions for Professor Jewett” and then hit 
“Create Message,” type in your question and then hit “post.” Wait 48 hours for a 
response. You should review this section before asking your question as someone else 
may have already asked it. Of course if your problem is personal (grade related for 
instance) or involves not being able to get on the site (and hence unable to get to 
Discussions) feel free to e-mail me at my normal e-mail address - I do not use course 
mail! 


2. If you would like to seek the help of fellow students go to Discussions and select the 
topic “Students Seeking Help From Students” and post your question as above. This 
can be a technical question about computer problems or a subject matter question. I will 
give extra credit to students who help others! 


3. Online courses require students to be self-motivated and do work on a regular basis 
without being reminded of assignments and due dates. The average student can expect 
to put in at least 12-15 hours a week on this course if they want to do well. You will be 
reading 2 chapters from the main text and 6-7 articles from the reader each week. You 
can also expect that you will write 1500-2000 words a week (counting initial postings 
and discussions with others) if you want to do well. We are covering in eight weeks what 
would normally be covered in 15 weeks! 


4. Late assignments will not be accepted once a quiz, discussion or module closes (as 
mentioned above I will take your initial paper posting on discussion late with a 10 point 
per day penalty but once the module closes that will be it). Do not wait until the last 
minute to do assignments. Computer problems and Internet connection problems will 
happen. They are not acceptable excuses for missing due dates and deadlines. 


5. I will drop you lowest quiz score and lowest compare, contrast, update & discuss 
score when I compute your final grade - this may occur in the same week and module 
or it could be a quiz from one week and a compare, contrast, update & discuss from 
another. Since I am not accepting late assignments after a module closes this will 
provide you a measure of protection should something happen that prevents you from 
doing a module or part of a module (computer glitch, illness, vacation etc.). And if you 
are happy with your grade on the first seven modules you can skip the last one. 


Grading Scale 







This class is on a 10 point grading scale with no plus minus grades. 


100-90 A (Outstanding or excellent work) 


89-80 B (Good, above average work) 


79-70 C (Average work) 


69-60 D (Below average, poor work) 


59-0 F (Unacceptable work or missed assignment) 


Assignment Due Dates 


Module 1: Quiz due by Monday  5/23 at 11 pm; Initial discussion posting due by 
Tuesday 5/24 at 11 pm; additional postings due by, and module closes on, Thursday 
5/26 11:00 pm 


For Module 1 please read D & M chapters 1 Politics in the States and 2 Democracy & 
Constitutions and State and Local Gvt (SLG) articles 1, 2, 3, 14, 15, 16 


Module 2: Quiz due by Monday 5/30 at 11 pm; Initial discussion posting due by Tuesday 
5/31 at 11 pm; additional postings due by, and module closes on, Thursday 6/2 11:00 
pm 


PLEASE NOTE: JUST BECAUSE THE DUE DATE FALLS ON THE MEMORIAL DAY 
WEEKEND DOES NOT MEAN YOU HAVE TO WAIT UNTIL THEN TO DO THE 
ASSIGNMENT! 


For Module 2 please read D & M chapters 3 Federalism and 4 Participation and SLG 
articles 4, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10 


Module 3: Quiz due by Monday 6/6 at 11 pm; Initial discussion posting due by Tuesday 
6/7 at 11 pm; additional postings due by, and module closes on, Thursday 6/9 11:00 pm 


For Module 3 please read D & M chapters 5 Parties and Campaigns and 6 Legislators 
and SLG articles 11, 13, 18, 20, 21, 22 


Withdrawal Deadline Friday 6/10 


Module 4: Quiz due by Monday 6/13 at 11 pm; Initial discussion posting due by Tuesday 
6/14 at 11 pm; additional postings due by, and module closes on, Thursday 6/16 11:00 
pm 


For Module 4 please read D & M chapters 7 Governors and 8 Bureaucracy and SLG 
articles 12, 26, 29, 44, 45, 49, 50 







Module 5: Quiz due by Monday 6/20 at 11 pm; Initial discussion posting due by Tuesday 
6/21 at 11 pm; additional postings due by, and module closes on, Thursday 6/23 11:00 
pm 


For Module 5 please read D & M chapters 9 State Courts and Criminal Justice and 15 
Politics and Civil Rights and SLG articles 19, 30, 31, 33, 34, 47 


Module 6: Quiz due by Monday 6/27 at 11 pm; Initial discussion posting due by Tuesday 
6/28 at 11 pm; additional postings due by, and module closes on, Thursday 6/30 11:00 
pm 


For Module 6 please read D & M chapters 10 Governing America's Communities and 11 
Participation in Community Politics and SLG articles 17, 23, 25, 27, 28, 37 


Module 7: Quiz due by Monday 7/4 at 11 pm; Initial discussion posting due by Tuesday 
7/5 at 11 pm; additional postings due by, and module closes on, Thursday 7/7 11:00 pm 


PLEASE NOTE: JUST BECAUSE THE DUE DATE FALLS ON THE July 4TH 
WEEKEND DOES NOT MEAN YOU HAVE TO WAIT UNTIL THEN TO DO THE 
ASSIGNMENT! 


For Module 7 lease read D & M chapters 12 Metropolitics: Conflict in the Metropolis and 
13 Community Power and Land Use and SLG articles 6, 35, 36, 38, 41, 42, 43 


Module 8: Quiz due by Monday 7/11 at 11 pm; Initial discussion posting due by Tuesday 
7/12 at 11 pm; additional postings due by, and module closes on, Thursday 7/14 11:00 
pm 


For Module 8 please read D & M chapters 14 Financing and Taxation, 16 Education and 
17 Poverty, Welfare and Health and SLG articles 24, 32, 39, 40, 46, 48 


Getting Started 


To begin the course, go back to the home page and then click on Learning Modules and 
then read and follow the instructions for Module 1. 


 








CPO 3104 Politics of Western Europe 
 


Dr. Barbara Sgouraki Kinsey 


 
Contact Information: 
Instructor 
 


Barbara Sgouraki Kinsey 


Office 
 


Brevard Campus, University Lifelong Learning 
Center, Suite 222; Room 225 


Office Hours Wednesday 3-4 PM or by appointment 


Phone 
Fax 


321-433-7962 
321-433-7912 


Email 
 


bkinsey@mail.ucf.edu 


Main Political Science Office 
 


407-823-2608 


 
Course Description: 
 
This course provides an introduction to European politics.  We examine the 
evolution, structures and operation of representative institutions across European 
countries and focus on particular themes, such as political parties, elections, and 
governments, rather than particular countries.  We discuss the implications of 
different political institutions for different political and policy outcomes.  
The European Union has been a major feature of the domestic politics of most 
European states.  We examine the institutions and policies of the European 
Union, and the effects of the EU on the politics of member states.  We address 
the controversies surrounding membership in the EU in general, and the politics 
of inclusion of countries of Eastern Europe. 
 


Course Objectives: 
 
By the end of the course you will: 


 Have good knowledge of the structure and operation of European 
representative institutions 


 Have good knowledge of the structure of European Union institutions and 
European Union policies 


 Have good knowledge of the implications of different institutions for 
political and policy outcomes 


 Use your knowledge on institutions and their implications to think 
analytically on current European politics 


 Use your knowledge on institutions and their implications to think critically 
on political and policy issues in European democracies 


 
 



mailto:bkinsey@mail.ucf.edu





Required textbooks: 


Markus M.L. Crepaz and Jurg Steiner. 2011. European Democracies. Seventh 
Edition.  Longman 


John McCormick. 2008. Fourth Edition. The European Union: Politics and 
Policies. Boulder: Westview.  


 
 


Evaluation Procedures 
 


Grade Categories Requirement Grade Weight 


Module One  10% 


Modules Five Modules (2,3,4,5,6) 70% 


Research Paper See Module #7 20% 


 
 


 Grading information on the specific assignment will be provided in the 
assignment itself. 


 To complete the course you ought to complete all assignments.  


 The following plus/minus grading system will apply in this course. 
A = 93+, A- = 90-92, B+ = 88-89, B = 83-87, B- = 80-82, C+ = 78-79,  
C = 73-77, C- = 70-72, D+ = 68-69, D = 63-67, D- = 60-62,  
F= 59 or below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 
 







Class Schedule Summer 2011 


 


Week Topic Assignments 
 


May 16 Getting Started “Learning online”    
 
see Module #1 
Due: May 20, 11 PM 
 


May 23 
 


Political Parties 
 
Parliaments: How They 
are Elected and How 
They Work 
 
 
 
 


European Democracies: 
Chapters 2 and 3 
 
See Module #2: 
 


 Quiz 2 (Chapter 2) 


 On-line discussion 
 


Due: May 27, 11 PM 
 


May 30 Cabinet Formation and 
Heads of State 
 
 
 


European Democracies: 
Chapter 4 
 
See Module #3: 
 


 Quiz 3 (Chapter 4) 


 One-page Paper 
 
Due:  June 3, 11 PM 
 


June 6 Courts 
 
Federalism and 
Referenda 
 


European Democracies: 
Chapters 5 and 6 
 
Quiz 4: Chapters 5 & 6 
 
Due: June 10, 11 PM 
 


June 13 Social Movements 
 
The State and Economic 
Interest Groups 
 
Policy Outcomes 


European Democracies: 
Chapters 7, 8, and 9 
 
See Module #4: 
 


 Quiz 5 (Chapters 8 
& 9) 


 On-line discussion 
 
 







Due: June 17, 11 PM 
 


June 20 European Integration 
Origins 
Consolidation  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


McC, Introduction, 
Chapters 1,2,4 
 
 
See Module #5: 
 


 On-line discussion 


 Quiz 6 (Chapters 
1, 2 & 4) 


 
Due: June 24, 11 PM 
 
 
 
 


June 27 EU Institutions 
The Commission 
The Council of Ministers 
The Parliament 
The Court of Justice 


McC, Chapters 5,6,7,8 
 
See Module #6 
 


 One-page paper 
 
Due: July 1, 11 PM 
 


July 5 
 


EU Policy 
Interest Representation 
Policy Process 
Economic Policy 
 


McC, Chapters  10,11,12 
 
See Module #7 


July 11 EU Policy (cont.) 
Agricultural and Regional 
Policy 
Environmental and 
Social Policy 
Foreign and Security 
Policy 


McC, Chapters 13,14,15 
 
See Module #7 


 5-6 page research 
paper 


 
Due: Thursday,  
July 14, 11 PM  
 


 
 


 
 








 
 


POS 3703 


Dr. Jonathan Knuckey 


 


Course Overview 


Instructor Contact: 


Instructor Dr. Jonathan Knuckey 


Office Phillips Hall 302L 


Office 


Hours 


By appointment. Generally, I will be 


happy to meet with students at a 


day/time that is most convenient 


with you. 


E-Mail 


Use the Email in Webcourses  


I will respond to all emails within 24 


hours. I will not usually check email 


after 5.00pm, so plan accordingly if 


you have questions. 


  







 


Course Description 


Why do we call our discipline "political science"? What does it mean to study politics 


"scientifically"? What kinds of research do political scientists do, and how do they 


communicate that knowledge to one another? How do we measure political 


phenomena? How would we know if a new public policy "worked"? How do we analyze 


data, and what are good data to analyze? 


During the course of the semester, we will discuss these issues and others. Our 


discussions, the readings, various assignments and exams, will facilitate your becoming 


intelligent consumers of political science research, as well as help you become 


producers of your own research about political phenomena. The skills that you develop 


in the course will help you understand the literature that you read in substantive 


courses, help you distinguish between real research and meaningless rubbish, enable 


you to better understand the assumptions behind each research design, introduce you 


to data management using a popular statistical package, and familiarize you with some 


techniques used in individual and aggregate level analysis. 


For many students, this will be an entirely different kind of course. Many good 


undergraduate courses require you to become knowledgeable about a field, such as 


Comparative Politics, Political Behavior, Public Policy, or International Relations. In this 


course, we are not focused on a particular field, but are more interested in 


understanding the methods that political scientists in all fields use to understand and 


build knowledge. Of course, new things can be both exciting and frightening. Any 


trepidation that you may have is best overcome by "feeling the fear, and doing it 


anyway." The excitement will come with the realization that this knowledge is 


empowering, in that rather than simply accepting the answers of "experts" to 


fundamental questions of politics you will learn how to critically evaluate previous 


answers offered by others. Moreover, you will learn how to formulate your own 







questions, conduct your own research, and find your own answers to important 


research topics in politics. 


Syllabus 


Requirements for a Web-Based Class 


This is a completely web-based class, and, consequently, requires a different approach 


in terms of requirements than a regular class. Most obviously, there will be no face-to-


face meetings and no lectures. However, you should realize that a web-based class 


does not mean that you will be doing less work. Indeed, a web-based class will require 


that you take a much more active role in your education as compared to a regular face-


to-face class. 


Generally I have found that students who do well in a web-based class are self-


motivated and have usually received good grades (B or higher) in regular face-to-face 


classes. A web-based class does, however, provide you with some flexibility in that you 


are not required to be in a classroom two or three times a week at a specific time. 


My general rule of thumb is that you should devote 2 to 3 hours of study per course 


credit hour per week. As this is a three credit hour class you should plan on devoting 6 


to 9 hours per week to this class. This involves reading, taking notes and doing 


assignments. If you don't think you can devote this time to class you are going to 


struggle to make a passing grade.  


 


Textbook: 


This course will use a single text, which is available from the university bookstore. You 


will need to have purchased the book by the end of the first week of classes. 







Michael K. LeRoy, Research Methods in Political Science: An Introduction Using 


Microcase. 7th Edition (Wadsworth, 2008).  


 


Make sure you buy the 7th edition (cover shown above) as older editions of the book 


will not be of any use to you for this class. 


I would strongly recommend that you do not buy a used copy of this textbook, as the 


access code to download MicroCase will be useless. Also used copies of the textbook 


may have missing worksheets for the MicroCase exercises. 


Please note: I reserve the right to add, delete or change readings. I will, of course, give 


you advance notice of any such changes.  


 


Weekly Modules 


Requirements for each week of class will be detailed in modules that are accessed in 


Webcourses (Click on "Learning Modules"). I strongly recommend printing out the 


requirements for each module and making sure you note due dates for assignments.  


Each module will provide an overview to each specific topic, direct you to the required 


reading, and outline specific tasks, quizzes and assignments. These activities are 







designed to make sure that you have thought about the material covered in the module, 


and to provide practical applications of material you will have read in the textbook.  


As well as including assignment instructions, the module overview will often contain 


some suggestions and tips for the assignments.  


Module assignment due dates:  


Due dates for each part of a module can be found in each module. Modules will often 


have multiple due dates. The time that any assignment should be submitted on a 


particular day will always be 11.00pm.  


 


Exams  


There will be two exams - a midterm and a final exam - given during the semester. All 


exams will be taken on-line in Webcourses.  


The exams are non-cumulative. Each exams will consist of objective-style questions, 


that may include multiple-choice, true-false and identification questions. There will also 


be analytical style question where you will be apply your knowledge about the course 


material. 


The Exams are scheduled as follows:  


 Midterm exam, must be completed by Tuesday, June 14th (11.00pm)  


 Final exam, must be completed by Friday, July 15th (11.00pm)  


Note: Both exams will be available a few days prior to the dates noted above, so you 


will have some flexibility when you take the exam. However, once you begin the exam, 


it must then be completed within the allotted time period.  







I strongly recommend that you take the exam somewhere that has a reliable internet 


connection. If you know somewhere that is prone to internet connections being down 


then take the exam somewhere else.  


Important: You must take each exam. Failure to take any exam will mean you 


automatically receive a failing grade. 


 


Academic Dishonesty  


UCF faculty support the UCF creed. Integrity – practicing and defending academic and 


personal honesty – is the first tenet of the UCF Creed. This is in part a reflection of the 


second tenet, Scholarship: “I will cherish and honor learning as a fundamental purpose 


of membership in the UCF community.” Course assignments and tests are designed to 


have educational value; the process of preparing for and completing these exercises will 


help improve your skills and knowledge. Material presented to satisfy course 


requirements is therefore expected to be the result of your own original scholarly efforts.  


Violations of student academic behavior standards are outlined in The Golden Rule, the 


University of Central Florida’s Student Handbook. See 


http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu for further details.  


Academic Dishonesty is defined as follows:  


1. Cheating, whereby non-permissible written, visual or oral assistance including that 


obtained from another student is utilized on examinations, course assignments or 


projects, is prohibited. The unauthorized possession or use of examination or course 


related material shall also constitute cheating.  


2. Plagiarism, whereby another’s work is deliberately used or appropriated without any 


indication of the source, thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is 



javascript:doWindowOpen('http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu','new_frame','width=600,height=420,menubar=1,toolbar=1,scrollbars=1,status=1,location=1,resizable=1',0)





the student’s own, is prohibited. Any student failing to properly credit ideas or materials 


taken from another has plagiarized.  


Please note that any student who has assisted another in any of the aforementioned 


breach of standards shall be considered equally culpable.  


Students who attempt to obtain unearned academic credentials that do not reflect their 


skills and knowledge can also undermine the value of the UCF degrees earned by their 


more honest peers. Any form of academic dishonesty will result in you automatically 


failing the class and referred to the University authorities. Also, please remember that 


those caught cheating will have a notation made in their University records that they 


have been found guilty of academic misconduct. This can and will keep you out of law 


school so do not be tempted to cheat in any way.  


 


Grades 


Please feel free to ask questions about assignments you receive back. Understanding 


the material is far more important than the grade itself, so please do read any 


comments I provide for assignments and exams.  


If you think you are struggling in class PLEASE come and talk to me as often as you like 


- never think you are being a pest!  


You will be able to access your grades in Webcourses (click on "My Grades"). Please 


make sure that grades entered here are correct. You should bring any discrepancies to 


my attention within a week of the grades being posted.  


Your final grade will be weighted as follows: 


 







Midterm Exam  25%  


Final Exam 30% 


Internet Modules 45% 


 


Grade boundaries are as follows:  


Grade  Percentage  


A (Excellent) 90-100 


B (Good) 80-89 


C (Average)  70-79  


D (Marginal 


pass) 


60-69 


F  Below 60  


At my discretion, I will uses a plus or minus to "tweak" grades that fall on the borderline 


between grades. I will take your overall performance in the class into consideration 


when doing so.  


If you believe that you have been unfairly graded, you must follow this procedure:  


1. Wait 24 hours after receiving the grade before contacting me.  


2. Provide a brief explanation in writing for why the grade you received was unfair. You 







will need to reference the specific questions on any quiz, assignment or exam. A 


general "I didn't like my grade" comment will not receive any review.  


Grade grievance procedures are outlined under the UCF Golden Rule 


 


Make-up Policy & Incompletes 


 Extensions and Make-up exams: The time and dates for all assignments and 


exams are fixed in krypton-coated granite encased in a hydrogen bomb-proof vault! 


In other words, an extension on an assignment, or make-up exam will only be given 


in the most exceptional circumstances that are beyond the control of a student.  


At the top of the list of unacceptable excuses for late-work are those related to 


computer problems. I will generally not accept “My hard-drive crashed.... I 


accidentally deleted the file.... My internet connection is down....Etc....” These are 


the “dog ate my homework” excuses of the “Technology Age” and will not fly! It is 


your responsibility to secure ample time at a computer, make backups of your work, 


and generally plan ahead—do whatever it takes!  


From time to time the servers hosting Webcourses at UCF have been know to go 


down. If this happens UCF will normally post an annoucement and if this conincides 


with the time when an assignment or exam is due, I will make alternative 


arrangments.  


I do not consider vacations or other trips out of town (other than when the student is 


away from campus representing an official university function) to be exceptional 


circumstances. Of course, this is an on-line class, so as long as you have reliable 


internet access being out of town does not really present a problem.  
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Any student missing an assignments, exam or any other work because of 


observance of religious holidays shall be given an opportunity during that semester 


to make up missed work. The make-up will apply to the religious holiday absence 


only. It shall be the responsibility of the student to notify the instructor no later than 


the last day of llate registration of his or her intention to participate in religious 


holidays which do not fall on state holidays or periods of class recess. This policy 


shall not apply in the event that administering the test or examination at an alternate 


time would impose an unavoidable hardship on the instructor or the university.  


 Incompletes: An incomplete standing will only be granted if requested in writing to 


me (an email or phone call is not acceptable). You must explain why you are 


requesting an incomplete standing and include, where appropriate, documentation 


that must be original and verifiable. Such documentation must be on a letterhead, 


and contain a contact name and telephone number. An incomplete will only be 


granted if you have a passing grade in the class.  


Remember an incomplete grade is only reserved for when you have missed an 


exam for a legitimate reason but are otherwise passing the class. Incompletes are 


not given because you have achieved a low grade. You can read the UCF policy on 


incompletes here if you need further clarification.  


 


Disability Statement 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations 


for all persons with disabilities.  


This syllabus is available in alternative formats upon request.  


Students with disabilities who need accommodations in this course must contact me at 


the beginning of the semester to discuss needed accommodations  
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No accommodations will be provided until the student has met with the professor to 


request accommodations Students who need accommodations must be registered with 


Student Disability Services, Student Resource center Room 132, phone (407) 823-


2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting accommodations from 


me. 


 


Course Schedule 


  


To access each module click on "Learning Modules" where you will find details of the 


requirements and assignment due dates for each module.  


 


Modules will normally be released at the beginning of and the middle of each week.  


Week 1: May 16-20 


Module 1: Getting Started 


Module 2: The Research Process in Political Science 


  


Week 2: May 23-27 


Module 3: Measurement - Conceptual and Operational Definitions  


  


Week 3: May 30-June 3 







Module 4: Measurement - Types of Data 


Module 5: Variables, Variation and Explanation  


  


Week 4: June 6-10 


Module 6: Hypotheses and Hypothesis Testing 


  


Week 5: June 13-17 


Midterm Exam - to be completed in Webcourses by Tuesday, June 14 (11.00pm) 


Module 7: Using and Interpreting Descriptive Statistics 


  


Week 6: June 20-24  


Module 8: Using and Interpreting Cross-tabulations 


Module 9: Statistical Significance, Significance Tests and Measures of Association 


  


Week 7: June 27-July 1 


Module 10: Bivariate Analysis - Analysis of Variance 


Module 11: Controlling for a Third Variable Using Cross-tabulations 


  


Week 8: July 4-8 


Module 12: Correlation and Multiple Regression Analysis 







  


Week 9: July 11-15 


Module 13: The Overall Research Process 


Final Exam - To be completed in Webcourses by Friday, July 15th (11.00pm) 


 


 Disclaimer 


I reserve the right to change, add or modify any part of the syllabus and course 


requirements. Of course, advance notice will be given of any such changes. 


 


 


 


 








POLITICAL SCIENCE 4284 
JUDICIAL PROCESS AND POLITICS 


  
Department of Political Science 
University of Central Florida 


  
Summer D 2011 


  
 


Professor: Dr. Drew Lanier                Office Hours: MW, 09:30-11:30 
                       TR, 09:30-10:30,  
                       or by appointment 


Office: Phillips Hall 302   
Phone: (407) 823-3753 or 823-2608   
Email: drew.lanier@ucf.edu Credit Hours:  three (3) 


  "There is hardly a political question in the 
United States which does not sooner or later 
turn into a judicial one." 
  
Alexis de Tocqueville, Democracy in America 
(1848) 


  
  
            Tocqueville's observation remains apt today. Courts decide such issues as abortion, flag burning, death 
penalty, drug testing, criminal rights and free expression. The judiciary plays an important role in American 
life, making it an exciting branch of government to study. Witness the center-stage role that the Florida 
Supreme Court and the U.S. Supreme Court played in the Election 2000 controversy.   
  
            Judicial Process and Politics examines the role of the judiciary in American society. In this course, we 
will primarily be concerned with the process of law, rather than the product of legal processes. The law is not 
simply a collection of outcomes, policies, decisions and decrees. Law is also a method for transforming 
contentious issues into enforced solutions. But this process is far from simple or mechanical. Abstract rules 
and general principles provide some guidance in this transformation of contentiousness, but social norms, 
broader public understanding, and strategies of legal interpretation also play a role in this process. 
  
            A number of important questions will concern us throughout this course. Beyond understanding the 
mechanics of how courts function, the players who are involved and their role in society, we want to form 
opinions on how the judicial process ought to function. How should judges interpret decisions? How should the 
Supreme Court decide cases? If the current process is flawed, then what should replace it? 
  
            This course provides information so that students will be able to form their own informed responses 
to those questions. Political scientists often do not agree on how those queries should be answered; this 
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course will present some of their theories. Then students will evaluate the merits of any particular answer 
compared to other possibilities. 
  
 Requirements for a Web-Based Class 


  
This is a completely web-based class, and, consequently, requires a much different approach in terms 


of requirements than a wise student would undertake in a face-to-face class. Most obviously, there will be no 
face-to-face meetings and no lectures.  However, one should realize that a web-based class does not mean 
that you will be doing less work; indeed, a web-based class will require that a student take a much more active 
role in one’s education as compared to that level of effort traditionally exerted in a face-to-face class.  The 
web-based format will likely require approximately three times the effort that a student would on average 
expend in the face-to-face modality in the same course.   


  
Generally, I have found that students who do well in a web-based class are self-motivated and have 


usually earned good grades (B- or higher) in face-to-face classes. A web-based class does, however, provide 
students with some flexibility in that they are not required to be in a classroom two or three times a week at 
a specific time. As those who have taken a web-based course before may attest, this is one of the nice 
features of this type of class, and can make for a very rewarding learning experience. 
  


My general rule of thumb is that students devote at least five hours of study per course credit hour 
per week. As this is a three credit-hour class, wise students should plan on devoting exclusively 15 hours per 
week to this class at a minimum to this course alone. If a student does not reasonably think that he or she 
can honestly devote this time to class, that student likely will struggle to make a passing grade, especially in 
this class.  
  
 Online Learning Orientation 


  
If you are new to or unfamiliar with online courses, I STRONGLY encourage you to complete the online 


learning student-orientation, available within the Webcourse site, mentioned below. It will answer many of the 
fundamental questions you may have about how the course will, generally, function and how to locate answers 
to issues that may occur during the course of the term.   
  
[Portions of the above section were adapted from Dr. Jonathan Knuckey’s (Department of Political Science, 
UCF) online Scope and Methods of Political Science (POS 3703) syllabus.] 
  
 Web Resources 
  
WebCourse Site (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/webct/logon/10608086266031) 
  
The Course has a WebCourse site associated with it. It is an innovative technology that allows the students to 
interact with each other, post messages to a common bulletin board, take anonymous surveys, complete exams, 
and many other tasks that facilitate comprehension of the course material and collaborative learning among 
the course's students in a student-centered context. This site, however, is a password-protected domain. This 
is the main site through which we will communicate and facilitate the course delivery.   
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Publisher’s Companion Website for Neubauer and Meinhold (http://www.wadsworth.com/cgi-
wadsworth/course_products_wp.pl?fid=M20bI&flag=instructor&product_isbn_issn=9780495009948&disciplin
e_number=20) 
  
Cengage, the publisher of Neuabuer and Meinhold’s text, maintains a companion website that has many 
resources available to viewers, which may of value to you. 
  
Meinhold’s Companion Website 
(http://people.uncw.edu/meinholds/lawcourtsandpolitics/Undergraduate%20Resources/Undergraduate%20Re
sources.htm)  
  
Dr. Meinhold also maintains a website containing resources for undergraduate students. It too may be helpful 
to you as you navigate through the course.  
  
 Course Goals 
  
The most fundamental goal of this course is to enhance and improve your critical thinking skills. The 
ability to critically analyze concepts or programs and then present your conclusions and criticisms well will be 
one of the most valuable skills you learn at the University. The subject matter on which you will practice these 
critical thinking skills will be the judicial process.  You will also develop affective and task skills in this course.  
In order to effectively develop your analytic abilities, you will find that you need a great deal of specific 
knowledge about the judiciary. This course will fill that gap. Specifically, you should learn the following from 
this course: 
  


 How various actors interact in the legal process, including jurors, lawyers, lower court and appellate 
judges and various interest groups. 
  


 How the U.S. Supreme Court makes decisions, beginning from the certiorari process and continuing 
to the final decision.  


  
 Finally, students will gain an awareness of the pervasiveness of politics, as we will come to know it, 


even in the judicial branch.  
  


BOOKS 
  


 Required Books 
  


 American Political Science Association, Committee on Publications.  2006.  Style Manual for Political 
Science.  Rev. ed.  Washington, DC:  APSA (ISBN 1-87814-733-1) (available at 
http://www.apsanet.org).    


  
 Kirszner, Laurie G., and Stephen R. Mandell.  2010.  The Brief Wadsworth Handbook.  6th ed. Boston:  


Thomson/Wadsworth (ISBN 978-1-4282-3142-9). 
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 Neubauer, David W., and Stephen S. Meinhold.  2010. Judicial Process: Law, Courts, and Politics in 
the United States.  5th ed. Belmont, CA:  Thomson/Wadsworth (ISBN 0-495-56933-X). [hereafter 
“N&M”]. 


  
 Stern, Gerald M. 2008. The Buffalo Creek Disaster. 2d ed. New York: Vintage Books (ISBN 978-0-


307-38849-0). 
  
 Turow, Scott.  2010.  One L: The Turbulent True Story of a First Year at Harvard Law School.  New 


York: Penguin (ISBN 978-0-14-311902-9). 
  


 Technological Requirements 
  


This course is a completely online course. Hence, it imposes on students the heavy responsibility and 
obligation to anticipate problems that, all too often, haunt humans’ use of technology.  Namely, computers 
know when a deadline is approaching and will fail to function as the user wants at the most critical time, 
causing untold woe and trauma.  Read and understand the technical requirements mentioned in the online 
learning module referenced above.   


  
Thus, students must, as a course requirement, take steps to prevent any technological or other 


problems from obstructing their completing the course exams during the period when it is available.  These 
steps include, but are not limited to, the following: 


  
 Disable the call-waiting feature on one’s home telephone line.  If students do not do so before 


their beginning an online exam, they likely will lose the connection with UCF’s server and, thus, not be 
able to re-access the exam.  See above warning about my re-opening exams for students who 
encounter technological problems. 


  
 Ensure that anti-virus software has been installed and is regularly updated.  If I receive any 


document containing a virus, I will deduct 10% from the assignment’s final grade. If I receive a 
virus-infected assignment from the same student for a second time any time during the term, I will 
reduce that student’s final course grade by a full letter grade (e.g., from A- to B-). If I receive a 
third virus-infected assignment, the student will fail the course automatically. 


  
 Enable pop-ups from the course WebCourse site.  This will allow you to have full functionality in 


the course.  Do not disable the pop-up block entirely as you will need to be shielded from those 
intrusions while navigating in other sites.   


 
 Online Exams:  the exams in this course are administered entirely online.  As you will have limited 


time to complete the exam, I strongly encourage you to plan to take the exam from an on-campus 
location, if at all possible, as this will decrease the wait time that you experience as you load and 
save your answers.  Otherwise, your exam time will be consumed, to some extent, by the lag time 
needed for the questions and answers to load and save.   


 
 Technical Assistance:  with an entirely online course, there are inevitable technological problems 


that usually occur at the last minute (hint:  don’t wait to the last minute).  If such problems occur, 
the professor is not your point of contact.  Rather, students should contact Online@UCF Support at 
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(407)823-3808 or submit a question via http://learn.ucf.edu/support/get-help.  There are as well 
many self-help online course resources on the Learning Online Website. 


 
 Skype Availability 


 
I have a Skype account and am able to meet with you via video during the above-referenced office 


hours or by appointment to discuss course-related measures.  My Skype account name is drew.lanier. 
  


GRADING 
  
Exams (60%—three exams @ 20%—of final grade) 
  


Each of the three exams in the course is worth 100 points. Although they are each non-comprehensive, 
they will be composed entirely of very challenging multiple choice items.  They will seek to test your 
understanding of both factual and conceptual ideas and your relative analytical and synthetic skills.  They do 
not emphasize rote memorization of facts. Rather, they test students’ ability to analytically address each 
question and conceptual understanding of course concepts and ideas.   


  
As this is an online course, all exams will be administered through the Assessment function of the 


WebCourse site associated with the course. There will be a very narrow window open during which students 
must complete the exam.  Accordingly, students should anticipate any problems that they may foresee in 
completing the exam within that time frame.  Once you open an exam, you will have a maximum of 75 minutes 
to finish it.  If you begin it within 75 minutes of the posted closing time for the exam window, you will have 
less than that amount of time to complete the test.  I will re-open the exam window only under the most 
extreme (i.e., truly emergency, Act of God) circumstances.  Such circumstances do NOT include weddings, 
cruises, “road trips,” and so forth. 


  
Course Content Modules (35% of final grade) 
  


Because this is a complete online class, a substantial part of students’ earned final course grades will 
be determined by the timely completion of specific content modules.  There will be one module due per week, 
on average, that ties in with that week’s topics.  The modules will often provide a brief overview of the topic, 
list the required reading, and outline specific tasks and assignments. These can involve researching a certain 
topic, discussing and debating issues through forum postings and, sometimes, the completion of specific 
internet assignments.  These assignments are designed to make you more familiar with the Internet and the 
sites relevant to the study of the American judiciary.  


  
As there are no formal face-to-face classes, it is incumbent on you to keep up with the readings, 


assignments and the pace of the course.  Getting behind the current schedule of the course is dangerous to 
your final course grade.  The modules are listed in the WebCourse site for the course.  Together, they will be 
averaged into 35% of your final course grade.  Grades for each module will appear in the MyGrades section of 
the WebCourse site.  Students may discuss the graded module assignments with me during office hours 
(either by phone or in person).   
  


Some modules have multiple due dates for subparts of the module.  The syllabus lists the FINAL 
DUE DATE for the Module – not its first.  Plan accordingly. 
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  I WILL NOT accept late modules.  Computers and servers always seem to know when humans are 
working on a last-minute deadline and they take maniacal pleasure in crashing and not allowing you access to 
websites when the clock is approaching the deadline.  The point (again):  start the module assignments early in 
case there are problems.  If you come to me with an exotic tale of woe, I will nod relatively sympathetically 
but point to this warning.   


 
The following rules apply to the Content Modules: 


  
 Any module, or part thereof, submitted after the due date/time will not be graded.  The usual 


deadline time is 11:57 pm (23:57). 
  
 Students MAY NOT makeup late modules, as such assignments require an ongoing, dynamic discussion 


among the students across the term that cannot be later replicated.   
  


A portion of the Modules includes the completion of anonymous Surveys that require you to answer two 
questions about the material covered within that Module:  what is the most important issue or concept 
addressed?; and, what is the topic or concept that bears further discussion? Completion of the Surveys earns 
you the appropriate number of points announced in each of the Modules of which they comprise a part. 


  
The following are regulations regarding the Surveys that must be followed: 


  
 The survey responses are anonymous in that I know who has submitted responses to the survey, but I 


do not know whose responses are whose.  Accordingly, be honest and forthcoming in your responses 
as they are designed to deepen your understanding of the course content and its significance.   


  
 After the due date for the Surveys has passed, I will collate and collect the most pertinent and 


relevant questions and post answers to them, in the Discussion Area, for the entire class to read and 
consider. They are good ways to prepare for the exams, and not “busy work.”  Use them for your 
benefit.  Ignore them at your own peril. 
  


 Once the deadline for the Surveys has passed, I will reset the Survey so that students may then 
answer for the next module’s topic.  If you have already answered the Survey prior to my doing so, 
however, WebCourses will not allow you to resubmit the Survey. 
  


 Do NOT send blank responses through for the Survey. Repeated violation of this rule will result in 
the entire class’s being required to send survey responses to me through my UCF email account.  Past 
classes have, sadly, tested me on this requirement. Please do not make me implement this requirement. 


  
 Failing to complete even a small number of the Surveys will negatively affect your final course grade. 


  
Do not put the Modules off until the last minute. You should do them as they are assigned, since you 


cannot control for the internet being down, or the site that you must access being temporarily unavailable. I 
will have little sympathy for you if this circumstance befalls you and you are unable to turn-in your 
assignment.  Assignments do not count until they are RECEIVED, not sent.  See above warning about 
anticipating technological problems. I customarily send a brief email message indicating its receipt if you 
submit it to me via email. IF YOU DO NOT RECEIVE SUCH A MESSAGE, THE ASSIGNMENT HAS NOT 
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BEEN RECEIVED AND YOU WILL NOT RECEIVE FULL CREDIT FOR THE ASSIGNMENT.  In that case, 
contact me by other means (such as the telephone) to determine if I have received the assignment. If not, 
resubmit it ASAP.  Thus:  DO NOT WAIT UNTIL THE LAST MINUTE TO COMPLETE YOUR 
ASSIGNMENT.   


  
If you come to me with an exotic tale of woe about your not having turned in your assignment on time, I 


will nod relatively sympathetically and point to this warning.  If you submit the assignment through the 
Assignment Function in WebCourses AND you receive confirmation of its receipt safely there, you may rest 
assured that it has been properly received. 
  


Furthermore, note the following rules regarding the Modules, some of which require a written product 
submitted to me: 
  


 You may NOT use Wikipedia (or its variants) as any source in your internet assignments. Doing so will 
substantially reduce your grade, even to an “F.”  One of the early modules to be completed in the 
course will introduce you to ways to evaluate websites properly.  
  


 You must follow APSA style when composing your internet assignments. Failure to do so will result in 
at least one letter grade reduction of the grade earned. 
  


 Double space between paragraphs, even in a document that is otherwise single-spaced. 
  


 Provide in-text citations to the SPECIFIC SOURCE FROM WHICH YOU ARE TAKING THE 
INFORMATION.  Otherwise, the reader does not know to what source you attribute your 
information.  Failure to do so will result in a least a one letter grade reduction in the grade earned. See 
the APSA Style Manual for examples.  
  


 Case names must be italicized as per the APSA Style Manual. 
  


 Attaching printouts to a module’s assignment does not magically satisfy the cite and reference 
requirements of APSA style.   


 
 Assignments containing more than five spelling errors will automatically earn a score of zero.  Multiple 


misspellings of the same word will count the number of times that the word is not correctly spelled, 
rather than simply once.  Note that prior students’ failing to heed this requirement has caused them 
great misery.  Spelling counts.   
 


 Insure that your name appears on each and every assignment.  Even though you may upload the 
assignment to the Assignment link or to Webcourses, PLEASE put your name on the assignment itself 
as I download the assignments and grade them in hard copy.  It makes it very difficult to grade and 
assign a score for an assignment whose author is unknown. Those assignments not bearing the student 
author’s name will be penalized. 


 
 
 
Course Point Allocation 
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COMPONENT WEIGHT 


Exam I 20%  
Exam II 20%  
Exam III  20%  
Content Modules 35%  
Surveys and 
Discussion Board 


5%  


TOTAL 100%  
  
Grading Scale (Aggregate Earned Percentage) 
  
 


GRADE PERCENTAGE 


A 94-100 


A- 93-90 


B+ 89-87 


B 86-84 


B- 80-83 


C+ 79-77 


C 74-76 


C- 70-73 


D+ 69-67 


D 66-64 


D- 60-63 


F 59 or less 


 
 Best Allies 
  


The professor is not your friend.  He cannot be your friend, as he is charged with the weighty 
responsibility of assessing your understanding of the course material and work in an objective manner.  He 
may act in a courteous, kind and helpful manner, but do not mistake that for friendship. 


  
You will find that your colleagues have similar backgrounds and experiences and that they can be your best 
allies in making it through this course, just as you will discover in later life and, possibly, in law school.   
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COURSE POLICIES 
 (aka My Pet Peeves) 


  
There are several points you should note.  
  
No Excuses 
  
First, this class operates under a "No-Excuse" policy. It is incumbent upon you to be responsible for the 
assignments given. If fail to log in to the course, you NEED NOT inform me about it.  If you do inform me 
of your impending absence, you are NOT thereby immunized from the terms of the syllabus.  Because this 
course is an upper division class and one delivered completed online, you will quickly learn that if you intend 
to pass, you should plan on logging in regularly, keeping up with and completing the assignments as they are 
given and, especially, asking questions when, reasonably, you have them. 


  
Accommodations for Physically Challenged Students 


  
Second, if you are physically challenged, every attempt is made to accommodate your learning needs. Notify 
me by the end of the first week of class so that we can make appropriate arrangements. This class 
operates in accordance with the Office of Student Disability Services here at the University and federal 
guidelines governing the Americans with Disabilities Act (1990). 


  
Plagiarism and Cheating: Don’t Let it Happen to You! 


  
Third, please consult the policy regarding plagiarism and cheating which is attached at the end of this 
document. Each of you must review the University policy on the penalties for plagiarism.  
  
Almost every semester, one or more students, unfortunately, wrongfully appropriates the published work of 
someone else, and I have had the unfortunate responsibility of failing those students and seeking 
disciplinary action against them. You are on notice that I have failed students because they decided to risk 
their academic careers by choosing the easy way out. I can assure you that it is not.   


  
Caveat Emptor 
  
Fourth, this is an upper division course with correspondent responsibilities for you. I expect that you will 
devote at least fifteen (15) hours per week studying, reading, and meeting with other students to discuss 
and review the course material.  This is a difficult course.  


  
Conceptual Understanding Key 
  
Fifth, class topics are best understood at the conceptual and/or abstract level.  Read the course material 
AND THINK ABOUT ITS IMPLICATIONS. You will quickly learn that one of my favorite questions is, 
"what does that mean?." You are expected to read and prepare for course discussions. I assume that the 
reading will be completed by the associated assignment’s due date and time. LEARN TO PACE YOURSELF 
ACCORDINGLY!  
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Online Decorum:  Course Protocols 
  


As this is a fully online course, there are certain rules and regulations that make the course and our 
asynchronous communication go more smoothly.  Do not say or do anything that would otherwise do in a 
face-to-face context.  In short, treat others as you would like to be treated, as you may have been taught 
previously.   
  
Moreover, as many of you have aspirations of attending law school, now is the time to begin to adopt the 
canons and traditions of the learned profession of the law, one profoundly steeped in tradition and 
history:  how would you act in a court of law? Act in a disruptive manner? Post rude and discourteous 
messages to a court-run blog? Turn in assignments late?  
  
More specific requirements are listed in the Course Protocols available in the WebCourse site. 


  
Word Processing Required 


  
Seventh, as this is a fully online course, all assignments must be word processed, including internet 
assignments. You should allocate enough time for printer cartridges to run dry and dogs to eat papers and 
computer disks! You laugh, but trust me: I have heard every excuse in the book! Again, late assignments 
are NOT accepted. “Late” means ANY time after the due date and time for the assignment—even if that is 
one minute past the deadline. 


  
Duplicates of Assignments 


  
Eighth, while I have never lost an assignment, I require that you retain copies of all work submitted to me 
in the unlikely event that something should happen. In the event that I should need a copy of the 
assignment, and you are not able to provide it, you will not receive credit. Even after I have returned 
materials to you, please hold on to the work until after you have received your grade from the Registrar. 
This protects you from any possibility that you might receive an erroneous grade. 
  
Technological Tools 


  
Ninth, I require that everyone learn how to use e-mail and the technological tools associated with the 
course. They can facilitate your comprehension of the course material. I have found that this encourages 
students to communicate with me about questions you may have regarding the material discussed in class. 
You are responsible for any assignments or other information that I distribute on the course’s associated 
web sites or via email.  


  
If you already have an e-mail account (either through the University or a commercial server), please do not 
sign-up for an additional account. You should check your email on a regular basis as I post any changes about 
class assignments to your account and/or to the course-associated web site. Beginning with the Fall 2009 
semester, all students are REQUIRED to obtain a Knights Email address and use it for course-related 
communications.  I am required to send such information to that address alone.   


  
If your email address changes during the semester, you MUST NOTIFY ME of the new address, so 
that I may then direct any communications to that address.  This is a course requirement.   
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 Time-Sensitive Communications and Assignments 
  


In past semesters, some students have had difficulty submitting assignments to me by the due date and 
time.  This difficulty arises, in part, from their undue reliance on fragile and potentially unreliable email 
programs and other technologies beyond their control (such as AOL).   
  
Accordingly, for time-sensitive communications, send me a message through the WebCourse Mail tool, 
contact me on the telephone, or, most unconventionally of all, see me in person during office hours.   


  
Syllabus NOT a Contract 


  
Finally, this syllabus is not deemed to be a contract. I reserve the right to change any of the exam times or 
assignments by providing you with a forty-eight hour (48 hr.) notice of such changes. Such changes are 
either announced in class, or sent on e-mail, or both. Therefore, you are responsible for any changes that 
may occur during the course of the session.   
  
If you fail to log in to the course for several days, you should check with your fellow students to determine 
what you have missed. As such, your virtual absence is not deemed a sufficient excuse as to why work is 
incomplete.  
  
In the event that the University administration closes school for any reason (e.g., hurricane), any 
assignments or examinations that were scheduled on the days during which the University is officially 
closed will be due by 9:00 am on the next business day when the University resumes operations. 
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COURSE SCHEDULE, TOPICS AND ASSIGNMENTS 
  


N&M =   Neubauer, David W., and Stephen S. Meinhold.  2010. Judicial Process: Law, Courts, and Politics in the United States.  5th ed. Belmont, 
CA:  Thomson/Wadsworth (ISBN 0-495-56933-X). 


Stern =  Stern, Gerald M. 2008. The Buffalo Creek Disaster. 2d ed. New York: Vintage Books (ISBN 978-0-307-38849-0). 
Turow = Turow, Scott.  2010.  One L: The Turbulent True Story of a First Year at Harvard Law School.  New York: Penguin (ISBN 978-0-14- 
       311902-9). 
Reserve = Items designated as Reserve are available under the WebCourse Discussion Topic “Reserve Readings.” You will need the Adobe Reader 


(http://www.adobe.com) to view these readings. 
  


Projected Date Topic Readings Assignment 
Week 1:  May 16-23 
                        


Course requirements 
Evaluating Websites 
The Structure of American Law 
   and the American Court  
   System 
Judicial Federalism - The  
   Federal Courts 


Syllabus and attachments 
N&M, Chapts. 1, 2 and 3 
  


Module 1:  Getting Started (due by Wed., 
May 18 by 23:57)  
 
Module 2:  Evaluating Websites (due by 
Fri., May 20 by 23:57) 
  
 


Week 2:  May 24-29 Judicial Federalism – The  
   State Courts 
The Players in the Judicial  
   Process 


N&M, Chapts. 4 and 5 
Stern, pp. 1-45 
Turow, 1-51 


Module 3:  Courts as Political Institutions 
(due by Mon., May 23 by 23:57) 
 
Module 4:  Courts in the Federal 
Constitutional Republic (due by Thurs., 
May 26 by 23:57) 


Week 3:  May 30 – June 5 The Players in the Judicial  
   Process (continued) 
The Impact of the Selection  
   Process 


N&M, Chapts. 6 and 7  
Stern, pp. 46-90 
Turow, 51-119 


Module 5:  Judicial Selection:  The Players 
and Dynamics (due by Mon., May 30 by 
23:57) 
 
TEST I (to be completed by Sunday, June 
5 by 23:57; window will open at noon on 
Sat., June 4. Plan accordingly) 


Week 4:  June 6-12 Trial Court Policy-Making:  
   The Criminal Process 
The Police 


N&M, Chapts. 8 and 9 
N&M, Chapts. 10 and 11 
 


Module 6:  Trial Courts, Criminal 
Defendants and the Police (due by Mon., 
June 6 by 23:57) 
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Trial Court Policy-Making: 
   The Civil Process 


   
Module 7:  Civil Procedure (due by Thurs., 
June 9 by 23:57)  
  


Week 5:  June 13-19  Trials: Lawyers, Judges and 
Juries 


N&M, Chapt. 12 
Finish Stern 


Module 8:  Civil Remedies (due by Thurs., 
June 16 by 23:57) 
 


Week 6:  June 20-26 Legal Ethics (Not an Oxymoron) 
Law School—The Crucible 
Legal Profession 


Finish Turow 
Curtis and Frank (Reserve) 


Module 9: The Paper Chase (due by Mon., 
June 20 by 23:57) 
 
Test II (to be completed by Sunday, June 
26 by 23:57; window will open at noon on 
Sat., June 25. Plan accordingly) 


Week 7:  June 27-July 3 The Appellate Process 
United States Supreme Court  
   Agenda-Setting 
Legal and Behavioral Models of  
   Supreme Court  Decision- 
   Making 
  


N&M, Chapts. 13 and 14 
Pacelle (Reserve)  
Spaeth (Reserve) 
Kozinski (Reserve) 


Module 10:  Deciding What to 
Decide:  Supreme Court Case Selection (due 
by Mon., June 27 by 23:57) 
 
Module 11:  Attitudinal and Legal Models of 
Judicial Behavior (due by Thurs., June 30 
by 23:57) 
  


Week 8:  July 4-10 Do Courts Make A Difference?: 
   Impact and Implementation 
Reform and Evaluation 


N&M, Chapt. 15 
Rehnquist (Reserve) 
Stevens (Reserve) 
Harlan (Reserve) 
N&M, Epilogue (Reserve) 


Module 12:  U.S. Supreme Court Decision-
Making (due by Mon., July 4 by 23:57) 
 
Module 13:  The Importance of Courts (due 
by Thurs., July 7 by 23:57) 


Week 9:  July 11-15 Summary and Conclusions 
Online Course Evaluation 
(available through my.ucf.edu) 


  Test III (to be completed by Friday, July 
15 by 23:57; window will open at noon on 
Thurs., July 14. Plan accordingly.  NOTE:  
THIS IS A DIFFERENT SCHEDULE 
THAN THE USUAL SAT.-SUN. 
SCHEDULE OF PRIOR EXAMS) 
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Policy on Cheating and Plagiarism 
  


The Golden Rule: A Handbook for Students (University of Central Florida) defines academic dishonesty as 
including cheating and plagiarism. Cheating is defined as "unauthorized assistance; communication to another 
through written, visual or oral means. The presentation of material which has not been studied/learned, but 
obtained through someone else’s efforts and used as part of an examination, course assignment or project 
constitutes a violation. The unauthorized possession or use of examination or course related material may also 
constitute cheating" (p. 6).  
  
Plagiarism is defined as the deliberate use of another’s work, whether directly quoted or paraphrased, 
"without any indication of source, thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s 
own. Any student failing to properly credit ideas or materials taken from another is plagiarizing. Any student 
who knowingly helps another violate academic behavior standards is also in violation of the standards (p.6-7)".   
  
The current version of the Golden Rule may be located by navigating to http://www.ucf.edu/goldenrule/.  You 
are responsible for knowing it and abiding by it in ALL of the elements of this course.  
  
Normally, the penalty for a violation of this policy is an "F" in the course.      
  


Statement of ADA Compliance 
  
I cooperate with the Office of Disability Services to make reasonable accommodations for qualified students 
with disabilities. Please present your written accommodation request on or before the sixth class day 
(beginning of the second week of classes). 
  
[Portions of this policy were adapted from the University of North Texas Department of Political Science 
Policy on Cheating and Plagiarism] 
  


Notice of Use of Turnitin.com 
  
In this course, I may utilize turnitin.com, an automated system that instructors may use to quickly and easily 
compare each student’s written assignment with billions of websites, as well an enormous database of student 
papers that grows with each student submission.  Accordingly, student assignments may be subject to this 
additional check.  After the assignment is processed, I receive a report from turnitin.com that states if and 
how another person’s work was used in the assignment.  For more detailed information about this process, visit 
http://www.turnitin.com.  
  
[Portions of this policy were adapted from “Sample Wording for Syllabus,” UCF Office of Student Rights and 
Responsibilities, Patricia A. MacKown, Director]. 
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POS3703 – Summer, 2011 


 


Introduction to Political Science Research Methods 


 


MoTuWeTh 10:00AM - 11:50AM 
 


Instructor: Quan Li 


Office: Philips Hall, Room 302 


Phone: (407) 823-5093 


Email: Webcourses Email 


Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday 12:30-2:30 P.M., or by appointment 


 


 


 
 


Course Description 


 
This is an introductory course on political science research methods. We will survey a 


variety of research methods employed by social scientists in general and political 


scientists in particular. Topics covered in this course include research design, 


measurement and sampling techniques, and how to conduct qualitative and quantitative 


analyses. My hope is that after this class you will begin to critically assess social science 


research because STATISTICS CAN LIE.  


 


 


Required Texts 
 


 
Pollock, Philip H. III. 2010. The Essentials of Political Analysis. 3rd ed. Washington 


D.C: CQ Press. 


 


Pollock, Philip H. III. 2010. A Stata Companion to Political Analysis. 2
nd


 ed. Washington 


D.C.: CQ Press. 
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Class Rules and Regulations 


 


 


Attendance Policy 


 
Attendance is not mandatory for this class. When you come to class I expect you to at 


least appear to be paying attention. There will be no reading the newspaper, magazines or 


other material, listening to a CD player or talking to other students. All material, other 


than the class material, should be out of sight when class starts and all personal 


conversations will stop. I will ask you to leave if you cannot follow the rules. 


 


Examinations and Assignments 


 


In-Class Exams 


 
There will be Two in-class exam for this course. They may contain multiple choice and 


short answer questions. I will provide further details when we approach the first exam. 


 


Make-up exams will ONLY be given for EXCUSED ABSENCE. If the absence occurs 


the same day as a scheduled exam or other graded procedure, you need to notify me or 


the department by the end of the FIRST working day of your return to ensure full rights. 


You are responsible for providing satisfactory evidence to me within one week of your 


return to substantiate the reason for the absence. I do not accept photocopies of 


documents. All make-up exams must be completed by the end of the SECOND working 


day of your return to class. I may give entirely essay exams as necessary. 


 


Homework Assignments  
 


There will be a total of 10 homework assignments. You will need access to STATA for 


homework assignments. All assignments will be submitted online via Webcourses. 


 


DO NOT MISS THE DEADLINE. I DO NOT ACCEPT LATE HOMEWORK! 


 


Extra Credit 
 


I will randomly take attendance 5 times. You will receive a total of 2 bonus points if you 


are present during ALL of these times.  If you are present 4 out of 5 times, you will 


receive only 1 bonus point, unless the absence if university excused.  In other words, 


there will be no bonus points given for more than one unexcused absence. A university 


excused absence will not be counted against you. 
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Academic Dishonesty  


 
Students who plagiarize or cheat will receive an “F.” A clear definition of academic 


dishonesty and university procedures for responding to such misconduct can be found in 


the Golden Rule (see http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/). 


  


Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Policy Statement  
  


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations 


for all persons with disabilities.  This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon 


request.  Students with disabilities who need accommodations in this course must contact 


the professor at the beginning of the semester to discuss needed accommodations.  No 


accommodations will be provided until the student has met with the professor to request 


accommodations.  Students who need accommodations must be registered with Student 


Disability Services, Student Resource Center Room 132, phone (407) 823-2371, 


TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting accommodations from the 


professor. 


 


Copyright 


 
The handouts used in this course are copyrighted.  By “handouts,” I mean all materials 


generated for this class, which include but are not limited to syllabi, power-point, quizzes, 


exams, lab problems, in-class materials review sheets, and additional problem sets.  


Because these are copyrighted, you do not have the right to copy and distribute the 


handouts, unless I expressly grant permission. 


 


 


 Grading Criteria 


 
Your final course grade will consist of three components: 


 


Homework     50% 


First Exam      20%  


Final Exam      30% 


 


Letter grades assigned at final time will reflect the following numeric grades: 



http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/
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Numerical  


Grade 


University 


Standard 


Letter 


Grade 


89.5-100 Excellent A 


79.5-89.4 Good B 


69.5-79.4 Satisfactory C 


59.5-69.4 Passing D 


Below 


59.4 


Failing F 


 


Calculation of the final course grade will use the following procedure: 


 


Grade of homework                         x  . 50         = weighted grade 


Grade of first exam                          x  . 20         = weighted grade 


Grade of final exam                         x  . 30         =  weighted grade    


Preliminary course grade                                    =  total of weighted grades 


            


 Adjustment for extra credit       


      


   Final Course Grade = Preliminary grade after adjustment 


 


 


Grade Distribution 


 
Grades for this class are available only through Webcourses. For instruction of accessing 


WebCT, see https://myucfgrades.ucf.edu/help/.  


 


DO NOT NEGOTIATE YOUR GRADES. If you are concerned about your performance, 


grades after the first exam, schedule an appointment with me as early as possible -- not a 


week before the final exam. I may be able to help you to do better for the rest of the class. 


Remember, the longer you wait, the less I can do to help you. 


 


Disclaimer 


 


This syllabus is subject to change at the instructor’s discretion when necessary.



https://myucfgrades.ucf.edu/help/
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Reading and Assignment Schedule 


 
I expect reading assignments to be completed before the class in which they will be 


discussed.  


 


 


Week 1 


May 16 Course Introduction  


May 17   Pollock, Chapter 1 


May 18   Pollock, Chapter 2 


May 19   Lab 1, Pollock Stata Companion Chapter 1  


    Homework #1 


Week 2 


May 23   Pollock, Chapter 3 


May 24   Pollock, Chapter 3 


May 25   Lab 2, Pollock Stata Companion Chapter 3  


    Homework #1 due 


    Homework #2 


May 26   Pollock, Chapter 4 


Week 3 


May 30   Pollock, Chapter 4 


May 31   Lab 3, Pollock Stata Companion Chapter 2  


Homework #2 due 


Homework #3 


June 1    Pollock, Chapter 5 


June 2    Lab 4, Pollock Stata Companion Chapter 4  


    Homework #3 due 


    Homework #4 


Week 4 


June 6    Pollock, Chapter 6 


June 7    Lab 5, Pollock Stata Companion Chapter 5  


    Homework #4 due 


    Homework #5 


June 8    Pollock, Chapter 7 


June 9    Pollock, Chapter 7 


Week 5 


June 13   Lab 6, Pollock Stata Companion Chapter 6 


    Homework #5 due 


    Homework #6 
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June 14   Pollock, Chapter 8 


June 15   Pollock, Chapter 8  


June 16   Lab 7, Pollock Stata Companion Chapter 7  


    Homework #6 due 


    Homework #7 


Week 6 


June 20    Pollock, Chapter 9 


Lab 8, Pollock Stata Companion Chapter 8  


    Homework #7 due 


    Homework #8 


June 21    Pollock, Chapter 9 


Lab 9, Pollock Stata Companion Chapter 9  


    Homework #8 due  


Homework #9 


June 22    Lab 10, Pollock Stata Companion Chapter 10  


    Homework #9 due 


Homework #10 


June 23   Final 


    Homework #10 due 


 


Final Exam 


 
June 23, 10:00-11:50 A.M. 
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POS 6746—Summer 2011 
 Quantitative Methods in Political Research 


 
Wednesday, 6:00-8:50 


 
Instructor: Quan Li 
Office: Phillips Hall, Room 302M 
Phone: (407) 823-5093 
Email: quanli@mail.ucf.edu 


Office Hours: W 1:00-2:30 P.M., or by appointment 
 


Introduction 
 


The purpose of this seminar is to introduce you to linear regression with a focus 
on its statistical properties and application using Stata and R. If time permits, we 
may also cover logit/probit analysis, which is commonly used in political science 
research.  
 


Required Text 
 
Wooldridge, Jeffrey M. 2008. Introductory Econometrics. 4th ed. Mason: 
Thomson Higher Education. 
 


Recommended Text 
 


Baum, Christopher F. 2006. An Introduction to Modern Econometrics Using Stata. 
College Station: Stata Press. 


 
Faraway, Julian J. 2004. Linear Models with R. Chapman & Hall 
 


Examinations and Homework 
 
In-Class Exams 
 
There will be 2 in-class exams for this seminar, including the final exam. I will 
provide further details when we approach the first exam. 
 


Homework 
 
There is no homework assignment, but I strongly encourage you to do the 
problems in the back of the chapters that we are going to cover this semester. 
Your student solution manual provides answers to some of the problems and you 
can choose to focus on them. We will discuss some of the problems in class. 
 



mailto:quanli@mail.ucf.edu
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Academic Dishonesty  
 
Students who plagiarize or cheat will receive an “F.” A clear definition of 
academic dishonesty and university procedures for responding to such 
misconduct can be found in the Golden Rule (see http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/). 


  
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Policy Statement  
  
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable 
accommodations for all persons with disabilities.  This syllabus is available in 
alternate formats upon request.  Students with disabilities who need 
accommodations in this course must contact the professor at the beginning of the 
semester to discuss needed accommodations.  No accommodations will be 
provided until the student has met with the professor to request 
accommodations.  Students who need accommodations must be registered with 
Student Disability Services, Student Resource Center Room 132, phone (407) 
823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting 
accommodations from the professor. 


 
Copyright 
 
The handouts used in this course are copyrighted.  By “handouts,” I mean all 
materials generated for this class, which include but are not limited to syllabi, 
power-point, quizzes, exams, lab problems, in-class materials review sheets, and 
additional problem sets.  Because these are copyrighted, you do not have the 
right to copy or distribute the handouts, unless I expressly grant permission. 
 


Grading Criteria 
 
Your final course grade will consist of two components: 
 
First Exam        40%  
Second Exam    60% 
  
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/
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Letter grades assigned at final time will reflect the following numeric grades: 
 


  


Numerica
l  
Grade 


University 
Standard 


Letter 
Grade 


89.5-100 Excellent A 


79.5-89.4 Good B 


69.5-79.4 Satisfactory C 


59.5-69.4 Passing D 


Below 
59.4 


Failing F 


 
Calculation of the final course grade will use the following procedure: 
 


Grade of first exam                      x .40  =  weighted grade 
Grade of second exam                 x .60  =  weighted grade    
Final Course Grade                     =  total of weighted grades 


            
   


      


Disclaimer 


 
This syllabus is subject to change at the instructor’s discretion when necessary. 
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Reading and Assignment Schedule 


I expect reading assignments to be completed before the class in which they will 
be discussed.  


 


Week 1 
 
  Mathematical foundation, Wooldridge, Appendix A, B, C, and D 
 
 


Week 2 
 
  Chapter 1 and 2 


Week 3 
 
   Chapter 3 and 4 
 


Week 4 
 
  Chapter 5, 6, and 7 
 


Week 5 
 
  Homework Discussion 
 


Week 6 
 
  Chapter 8 and 9/ Homework Discussion 


 
Week 7 
 
  Chapter 17/homework Discussion 
Week 8 
 
  Chapter 13 and 14 


Week 9 
 
  Chapter 15 and 16 


 


Final 
 
University Schedule 
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POT 3302 MODERN POLITICAL IDEOLOGIES 


Department of Political Science 


College of Sciences, University of Central Florida 


 


COURSE OUTLINE 


 


    


Instructor:  Dr. Daniel Marien Term:  Sum. A 2011 


Office:  Phillips Halls, room 313 Class Meeting 


Days:  


M, Tu, W, Th. 


Phone:  407-823-2608 Class Meeting 


Hours:  


2:00-3:50pm 


E-Mail:  danielmarien@yahoo.com Class Location:  PSY  105 


    


Office 


Hours: 


Tu and Th 4:00pm-5:00pm   


               


 


 


 


I. UCF Catalog General Course Description 


“A study of modern ideologies since the French Revolution including liberalism, 


conservatism, capitalism, nationalism, fascism and anarchism.” 


 


 


II. Overview of this Specific Course  


 


Ideologies are more or less coherent systems of ideas inspiring, guiding, and justifying 


political behavior, institutions, and government policy.  Ideologies are important features of 


politics. They help us make sense of the world around us and guide political action. They 


have led people to great achievements but they also have moved people to commit terrible 


deeds.  


 


The course examines a number of ideologies influential in modern politics. We focus 


particularly on: Nazism and Fascism; Socialism (in both its revolutionary or communist 


and reformist or social-democratic variants); Conservatism; and Liberalism (in both its 


“libertarian” and welfare state variants). The course also offers the possibility of studying 


radical Islamic fundamentalism, feminism, gay liberation, and environmentalism.  


 


We submit these ideologies to a rigorous critical scrutiny and evaluation. We analyze the 


core values, the key ideas, the hidden assumptions, the social institutions, the governmental 
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policies and individual behavior promoted. We also look at the careers of political leaders 


strongly identified with political ideologies. We examine the propaganda images (still 


images and films) deployed in support or criticism of ideologies. Finally we examine the 


character of daily life in places shaped by various ideologies as well as the social and 


historical contexts in which these ideologies flourished.  


 


The course also invites a critical reflection on whether ideologies are useful or 


dysfunctional in modern politics. Some analysts see political ideologies as dangerously 


rigid doctrines not supported by rational argument, indeed operating in a way precluding 


the possibility of rational discussion. Others, while acknowledging that ideologies lack the 


quality of scientific theories or reasoned political theories, see them as functionally 


indispensable.  


 


In this course you will read, take quizzes on, and discuss a set of readings common to the 


entire class. You will also research a specific aspect of a specific ideology of your choice 


and publish the results of your inquiry to all class members. A selected number of 


individual research reports will be subject to final examination. Students will thus produce 


part of the course’s contents.  


 


In most cases, your research report will take the form of an essay or a book review on one 


of the following aspects: (1) substance and development of ideas; (2) leaders’ achievements 


and failings; (3) propaganda images (including films); (4) daily life. More details on this 


later.  


 


Regular attendance to class meetings is expected.  


 


III. Course Objectives  


 


General Course Goals  


 


1. To help students understand the content and context of the major political ideologies 


influencing the modern political world, namely: Nazism/fascism, communism, social-


democracy, conservatism, libertarianism and welfare state liberalism, feminism, 


environmentalism, gay liberation, and radical Islamic fundamentalism.   


2. To help students reflect on the contributions and dangers of ideological thinking in 


political life.  


 


3.  To help students understand daily life in places or countries ruled by a specific ideology.  


 


4.  To help students choose in a reflective manner a political ideology to orient their 


evaluation of political events and guide their civic engagement.   


  


5.  To familiarize students with the iconography (propaganda posters. cartoons, paintings), 


and the cinematography affiliated with a given ideology or critical of life under this 


ideology.  
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6.  To develop students’ ability to work productively in small groups, thereby developing 


workplace skills.  


 


 


Specific Instructional Objectives 


 


During this course, the students will learn:  


 


1. a) To describe in specific terms and for each ideology studied the core values, the key 


ideas, the hidden assumptions, the social institutions, government policies and individual 


behavior promoted.  


1. b) To name the places and describe in specific terms the social and historical contexts in 


which each of the studied ideologies flourished.  


 


2. To describe social scientific arguments related to the usefulness and danger of 


ideological thinking.  


 


3.  To describe the daily experience of people under each of the ideologies studied in terms 


of material life (economic opportunity, access to education, health care, social security) and 


intellectual life (access to information, free expression, free assembly).  


 


4.  To give specific and coherent reasons for endorsing one (or a few) ideology(ies) over 


others as guide for political action in the contemporary world. 


 


5.  To describe in specific terms some of the iconography, music, cinematography and 


literature affiliated with a few ideologies or critical of life under these ideologies.  


 


6.  To divide group tasks in clear and functional ways, to communicate ideas effectively, to 


listen attentively to other students’ ideas and viewpoints,  to demonstrate responsibility 


toward the group, and to integrate their ideas and contributions in a larger ensemble.   


 


 


IV. Course Prerequisites 


 


Course prerequisites include an open mind and a readiness to reflect on the subject matter.  


There are no prerequisites in the sense of having completed specific previous courses.  


 


V. Course Credits 


         3 credits 
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VI. Required Texts and Materials 


 


You must purchase or borrow:  


Terrence Ball and Richard Dagger, Political Ideologies and the Democratic Ideal, eighth edition, 


2011 ONLY. Pearson ISBN 13: 978-0-205-77996-3. 


Michael Freeden, Ideology: A Very Short Introduction, Oxford University Press, 2003. ISBN 13: 


978-0192802811. 


 


Library Reserve for the following: 


Paul Weindling, “Genetics, Eugenics and the Holocaust,” in Denis Alexander (editor) and 


Ronald Numbers (editor), Biology and Ideology: from Descartes to Dawkins, University 


of Chicago Press, 2010.  


Nicolai Krementsov, “Darwinism, Marxism, and Genetics in the Soviet Union,” also in Biology 


and Ideology.  


Naomi Oreskes and Erik Conway, Merchants of Doubt, Bloomsbury Press, 2010,  


chapter 6: The Denial of Global Warming 


Paul Barresi, 2007. “Navigating the Ideological and Cultural Landscapes of Environmental 


Policy-Making in the United States.” Interdisciplinary Environmental Review 10 


(1 & 2):1-32.  
 


 


VII. Additional Texts and Materials 


 


Depending on your specific research topic, you will be directed to portions of the following 


materials available at the UCF library reserve:  


 


Mick Billig et al., Ideological Dilemmas: A Social Psychology of Everyday Thinking, 1988.  


Michael Freeden, Ideology and Political Theory, 1996.  


Eric Hobsbawm, Age of Extremes: The Short Twentieth Century, 1914-1991, 1994.  


John Jost et al., Social and Psychological Bases of Ideology and System Justification, 2009.  


Leszek Kolakowski, Main Currents of Marxism, 2005.  


Charles Taylor, “Atomism.” 


 


 


VIII. Basis for Final Grade 


 


Assessment       Percent of final 


           course grade 
 


RAT Quizzes        20 


Graded Group Discussions       30 


Individual Contribution to Group Report     30 


Final Exam         20 
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Grading Scale (%) 


94-100  A 


90-93   A- 


87-89   B+ 


84-86  B 


80-83   B- 


77-79   C+ 


74-76  C 


70-73   C- 


67-69   D+ 


64-66  D 


60-63  D- 


0 - 59    F 


 


 


IX. Schedule (subject to revision)  


 


 


1
st
 Week: Introduction and Nazism 


 
 


Monday, 5/16: Introduction 


 


 Presentation of instructor and students 


 Discussion of course goals and means 


 Music as object of ideological struggle: viewing and discussion of an excerpt from 


The Red Violin (film directed by François Girard, 1998).  


 


Tuesday, 5/17: Concepts of Ideology and Democracy 


 


 RAT quiz and group discussion on Ball/Dagger chapters 1-2. 


 


Wednesday, 5/18: Nazism 


 


 Viewing of Europa, Europa (film directed by Agnieszka Holland, 1990). 


 


Thursday, 5/19: Nazism 


 


 RAT quiz and group discussion on Ball/Dagger chapter 7, Weindling, “Genetics, 


Eugenics and the Holocaust” (library reserve) and Europa, Europa.  
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2
nd


 Week: Socialism 
 


 


Monday, 5/23: Socialism Before and After Marx 


 


 RAT quiz and discussion on Ball/Dagger, chapters 5-6 


 


Tuesday, 5/24: Really-Existing Communism 


 


 Viewing of Man of Marble (film directed by Andrzej Wajda, 1977).  


 


Wednesday, 5/25: More on the Concept of Ideology 


 


 RAT quiz and discussion on Freeden, chapters 1 and 3.  


 


Thursday, 5/26: Ideology and Biology in the Soviet Union 


 


 RAT quiz and group discussion on Krementsov.  


 Research Planning.  


 


 


 


3
rd


 Week: Conservatism 
 


 


Monday, 5/30: NO CLASS (Memorial Day) 


 


 


Tuesday, 5/31: Conservatism 


 


 RAT quiz and group discussion on Ball/Dagger chapter 4.  


 


Wednesday, 6/1: More on the Concept of Ideology 


 


 RAT quiz and discussion on Freeden, chapters 4-6.  


 


 


Thursday, 6/2: More on the Concept of Ideology 


 


 RAT quiz and discussion on Freeden, chapters 9-10.  
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4
th


 Week: Liberalism and Libertarianism 
 


 


Monday, 6/6: Liberalism I 


 


 RAT quiz and group discussion on Ball/Dagger chapter 3.  


 


 


Tuesday, 6/7: Liberalism II 


 


 Group discussion on Ball/Dagger chapter 3.  


 


Wednesday, 6/8: Ideological Commitments and Response to Climate Science I 


 


 RAT quiz and group discussion on Barresi, “Navigating the Ideological and Cultural 


Landscapes of Environmental Policy-Making in the United States  


 “Climategate” documents  


 


Thursday, 6/9: Ideological Commitments and Response to Climate Science II 


 


 RAT quiz and group discussion on Oreskes and Conway, chapter 6: The Denial of 


Global Warming.  


 


 


 


5
th


 Week: Research Planning 
 


 


Monday, 6/13: Research Planning 


 


 Research planning with group members and instructor.  


 


Tuesday, 6/14: Individual Research 


 


 No class meeting 


 


Wednesday, 6/15: Individual Research 


 


 No class meeting 


 


 


Thursday, 6/16: Research Planning 


 


 Research planning with group members and instructor.  
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 All individual contributions must be emailed to group editor, group members and 


course Drop-box in Webcourses@UCF by Saturday 6/18 9:00 am.  


 All group reports must be assembled on the course wiki by Sunday 6/19 at midnight. 


 


 


6
th


 Week: Study and Exam Periods 
 


 


Monday, 6/20: Study Period 


 


 No class meeting 


 


 


Tuesday, 6/21: Study Period 


 


 No class meeting 


 


 


Wednesday, 6/22: Study Period 


 


 No class meeting 


 


 


Thursday, 6/23: EXAM 


 


 Exam on selected individual contributions to group report.  


 
 


 


 


X. Grade Dissemination 


Graded tests and materials in this course will be returned individually only by request. You 


can access your scores at any time using the Grade Book function of Webcourses. Please 


note that scores returned mid-semester are unofficial grades. 


 


 


XI. Course Policies 


 


Late Work Policy:  


There are no make-ups for in-class graded group discussion or for the final exam. 


Contributions to the team report turned in late will be assessed a penalty of 10 course 


points.  


  







9 


 


Grades of Incomplete 
 


The current university policy concerning incomplete grades will be followed in this 


course. Incomplete grades are given only in situations where unexpected emergencies 


prevent a student from completing the course and the remaining work can be completed 


the next semester. Your instructor is the final authority on whether you qualify for an 


incomplete. Incomplete work must be finished by the end of the subsequent semester or 


the “I” will automatically be recorded as an “F” on your transcript. 


 


 


Grading Policy 


 


 


RAT Quizzes are graded individually. These short quizzes are meant to evaluate the 


student’s readiness to engage in group discussion. Students are entitled to one absence on 


RAT quizzes without penalty if the absence is for reason beyond their control and if 


sufficient documentation is provided. Otherwise point deductions will be made. 


 


Graded Group Discussions receive a collective grade. Only a random sample of such 


discussions will be graded by the instructor. Team members are entitled to one absence 


without penalty from these discussions if the absence is for reason beyond their control 


and if sufficient documentation is provided. 


 


Contributions to group report are graded individually (unless a pair of students elects 


to write a common paper). Contribution topics must be coordinated with the group and 


the instructor.  


 


The final exam covers the team report contributions selected by the instructor after 


recommendation from the respective groups. The exam will be time-limited with access 


to the team reports. It will feature true/false and multiple choice questions.  


 


 


XII. Course Policies: Technology and Media 


 


Email: Use my email to communicate with me: danielmarien@yahoo.com. Allow up to 


48 hours for a response. Repeat message if you haven’t received a response within 48 


hours.  


 


Laptop Usage: All laptops and other electronic devices must be closed during lectures. 


Laptop usage by the group note taker is welcome during graded group discussions only. 


Students observed using an unauthorized electronic device in class will be punished by 


the subtraction of one course point per observation. Students should consult the written 


and audio documents available at these URL for rationale justifying this policy: 


 


http://www.nytimes.com/2010/06/07/technology/07brain.html?ref=homepage&src=me&


pagewanted=all 



mailto:danielmarien@yahoo.com

http://www.nytimes.com/2010/06/07/technology/07brain.html?ref=homepage&src=me&pagewanted=all

http://www.nytimes.com/2010/06/07/technology/07brain.html?ref=homepage&src=me&pagewanted=all
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http://www.npr.org/player/v2/mediaPlayer.html?action=1&t=1&islist=false&id=1293841


07&m=129398822 


 


 


 


XIII. Course Policies: Student Expectations 


 


Disability Access:  


 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations 


for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon 


request. Students with disabilities who need accommodations in this course must contact 


the professor at the beginning of the semester to discuss needed accommodations. No 


accommodations will be provided until the student has met with the professor to request 


accommodations. Students who need accommodations must be registered with Student 


Disability Services, Student Resource Center Room 132, phone (407) 823-2371, 


TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting accommodations from the 


professor. 


 


Academic Conduct Policy:  


 


Academic dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated. If you are uncertain as to what 


constitutes academic dishonesty, please consult The Golden Rule, the University of 


Central Florida's Student Handbook (http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/) for further 


details.  As in all University courses, The Golden Rule Rules of Conduct will be applied.  


Violations of these rules will result in a failing grade for the entire course and can also 


result in expulsion from the University 


 


Turinitin.com:  


 


In this course we will utilize turnitin.com, an automated system which instructors can use 


to quickly and easily compare each student's assignment with billions of web sites, as 


well as an enormous database of student papers that grows with each submission. 


Accordingly, you will be expected to submit your research report (contribution to group 


report) in both hard copy and electronic format via Turnitin. After the assignment is 


processed, as instructor I receive a report from turnitin.com that states if and how another 


author’s work was used in the assignment. For a more detailed look at this process visit 


http://www.turnitin.com.  Essays are due at turnitin.com the same day as in class.  



http://www.npr.org/player/v2/mediaPlayer.html?action=1&t=1&islist=false&id=129384107&m=129398822

http://www.npr.org/player/v2/mediaPlayer.html?action=1&t=1&islist=false&id=129384107&m=129398822

http://www.turnitin.com/
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Voting and Elections POS3273.AR50 & AV59 


Pollock / Summer A 2011 


Office 302 Howard Phillips Hall 
407-823-2608 


Office hours M&W:  4:30-5:50 


Email pollock@mail.ucf.edu 
Book Custom book (“CB”), compiled by Pollock 


Available at: http://store.vitalsource.com/show/978-1-60871-964-8 


 This custom book requires the following software: VitalSource Bookshelf 


Download the software here: http://www.vitalsource.com/ 


 


This course is designed to introduce you to the institutional and behavioral forces that shape 


voting behavior and electoral outcomes in American national elections. Most of the readings in 
the custom book (CB) focus on the 2008 elections, but each of the authors also places 2008 (and 


2010) in a wider behavioral context. CB selections include material from Flanigan and Zingale 


(FZ), Political Behavior of the American Electorate (12
th
 edition); Michal Nelson’s (N) edited 


volume, The Elections of 2008; and Abramson, Aldrich, and Rohde (AAR), Change and 


Continuity in the 2008 and 2010 Elections. 


 
Course elements include assigned reading, real-time and video-streamed lectures, Power Point 


presentations, and supplemental material.   


 


There is a real-time section of the course (AR50), which has a room (CL1-Rm 205) and time 
(M&W, 6:00 - 8:50 p.m.), and a recorded section (AV59), which is fully online. During the real-


time meetings, my lectures will be recorded on video, which can subsequently be downloaded 


and viewed by accessing a link on the course site. Despite the format difference, the requirements 
for both sections are the same. Physical attendance is not required. All course material will be 


equally available to both sections online. All quizzes and exams will be online. 


 
Grades. Your grade will be based on online quizzes (30 percent of course grade) and online 


exams (70 percent of course grade). During the term, you will take four quizzes. I will drop your 


lowest quiz score. Your three best quiz scores will count 30 percent of your course grade. You 


will take two exams. Each of your exams will count 35 percent of your course grade. Scheduling 
and time parameters of the quizzes and exams: 


 


Quiz or 


Exam 


Open day / date / 


time 


Close day / date / 


time 


Reading/lecture material 


covered 


Quiz 1 Th /May 19 / 8 a.m. Sun/May 22/11 p.m. May 16, May 18 


Quiz 2 Th /May 26 / 8 a.m. Sun/May 29/11 p.m. May 23, May 25 


Exam 1 Tues /May 31/ 8 a.m.  Sun / June 5 /11 p.m. May 16, 18, 23, 25 


Quiz 3 Th /June 9 / 8 a.m. Sun/June 12/11 p.m. June 6, June 8 


Quiz 4 Th /June 16 / 8 a.m. Sun/June 19/11 p.m. June 13, June 15 


Exam 2  Mon /June 20/9 p.m. Fri/June 24/11 p.m. June 6, 8, 13, 15, 20 


Note: No lectures will be recorded on May 30, June 1, or June 22. 
 



mailto:pollock@mail.ucf.edu

http://store.vitalsource.com/show/978-1-60871-964-8

http://www.vitalsource.com/
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Quizzes. The quizzes will be multiple-choice format. The quizzes will test you on material that 


covered in the reading and in lecture.  For example, Quiz 1, available on May 19, will cover 
material presented in the reading and lectures for May 16 and May 18.  Quizzes 2-4 are based on 


the same rationale: do the reading, view the lecture, then take the quiz.  Within the availability 


window, there is no limit on the amount of time you may take to complete the quizzes. However, 


you must take each quiz during the scheduled availability window. I will drop your lowest 
quiz score.  Your three best quiz scores will count 30 percent of your course grade.   


 


Exams. The exams will have multiple-choice questions and short essay questions.  These are 
non-cumulative exams.  The first exam, available on May 31, will cover material from the 


lectures of May 16, 18, 23, and 25.  The second exam, available June 20, will cover material from 


June 6, 8, 13, 15, and 20.  Within the availability window, there is no limit on the amount of time 
you may take to complete the exams.  However, you must take each exam during the 


scheduled availability window.  


 


If you wish discuss your exam: Come to my office during office hours.  If you have a question 
about how your exam was graded:  Bring the following materials to my office—your notes on the 


reading, and the notes you have written while viewing the lecture.  


 


You must work alone in completing the quizzes and exams.  Giving or receiving assistance 


on any quiz or exam constitutes a violation of Academic Behavior Standards as specified in 


UCF’s Rules of Conduct (UCF-5.008).  Any student who violates these standards will 


receive an F in the course. 
 


Grading Scale.  Your course grade will be determined by this numeric scale: 


>=90  86-89 80-85 76-79 70-75 66-69 60-65 <=59  
A B+ B C+ C D+ D F 


 
[Syllabus continues on next page…] 







3 


 


Schedule for the term: 


Lecture: Topic: Custom Book chapters (selections): 


May 16 
 


Continuities in American elections 
 


CB, Ch1 & Ch2  
(FZ ch1; N ch9 [Mayhew]) 


 


May 18 


 


Nominations: rules and outcomes 


 
CB, Ch3  
(N ch9 [Burden])  


May 19-22* Quiz 1 


 


 


May 23 
 


Turnout and Outcomes 
 


CB, Ch4 & Ch5  
(AAR ch2; N ch3 [Pomper]) 


 


May 25 


 


May 26-29* 


Media 


 


Quiz 2 


CB, Ch6 (FZ ch7) 


Pew report (posted on course site) 
 


May 30 No lecture (holiday) 


 


 


May 31- 


June 5* 


Exam 1  


June 1 No lecture 
 


 


June 6 


 


Partisanship CB, Ch7 (FZ ch3) 


 


June 8 
 


June 9-12* 


 


Social groups 
 


Quiz 3 


CB, Ch8 (N ch7 [Mellow]) 


June 13 


 


Issues CB, Ch9 & Ch10 (AAR chs 6-7) 


June 15 
 


June 16-19* 


 


Modeling vote choice 
 


Quiz 4 


CB, Ch11 (AAR ch8) 


June 20 Congressional elections CB, Ch12 & Ch13 (AAR chs 11-12) 
June 22 No lecture 


 


 


June 20-24* Exam 2 


 


 


*See first page of this syllabus for precise dates and times. 


Note: No lectures will be recorded on May 30, June 1, or June 22. 








 


 


Politics of Developing Areas  


Summer 2011 
 


Course Information 


Course Name  Politics of Developing Areas 


Course ID & Section CPO 3034  DW 59 


Credit Hours  3 


Semester/Year  Summer 2011 


Location World Wide Web 


Instructor Contact 


Instructor  Dr. Anca Turcu 


Office  Online Webcourses Chat Room 


Office 


Hours 


Tuesdays 3:00-4.30 PM EST 


E-mail  


Anca.Turcu@ucf.edu 


You may also e-mail me by using the Webcourses e-mail/ messages 


system. I will use that system to send out updates, important messages 


or announcements.  If you e-mail me, I will do my best to get back to 


you quickly, but I may take up to 48 hours to respond. 


Academic and 


Content Related 


Questions 


If you have questions about the academic material or class content, do 


not hesitate to contact me! Questions, feedback or comments are all 


welcome. For non-academic (not course content related questions), 


please see below. 


Other Contact 


Information 


Three before me! 


If you have questions regarding assignments, technical support or any 


other non-academic, non course content related issues, you have to seek 


help from three other sources before you turn to me. 


You must prove that you have sought out at least three avenues to obtain 


information regarding a question or problem you are having before you 


may ask me. There are discussion postings, chat rooms, e-mail, a 


technical FAQ page, and other avenues available online so that you can 


get the answers you need. Please use them! Also, many times the answer 


can be found in the syllabus! Many of your fellow students may already 


know how to resolve your issue. Post a note or send an e-mail and ask 


them! I will only respond to questions when you prove that you have 



mailto:Anca.Turcu@ucf.edu





  


 


met the "Three-Before-Me" rule. Chances are, someone in the class may 


have had the same question you do. Use the tools indicated above to 


find out. 


 


Course Description 


This class explores the realities and major characteristics of developing areas, while 


providing an in-depth analysis of causes and consequences that pertain to different levels 


of development around the Globe. 


Course Objectives 


On completing this course students will be able to: 


1. describe the economic, political and institutional factors that  cause uneven global 


development   


2. analyze the impact of globalization on current economic growth trends of 


developing countries 


3. discuss  the link between colonialism and underdevelopment 


4. comprehend the contemporary debate over  programs aimed at attaining 


sustainable development through investment rather than aid 


Required Texts 


 Politics and Culture in the Developing World,  by Payne, Richard and Jamal 


Nassar; Longman-Pearson, 5th Edition 


 Developing World Annual Editions 2011/2012, by Griffiths, Robert J.; McGraw 


Hill, 20
th


 Edition 


Note: Political Science is a very dynamic subject matter. Due to ongoing elections and 


unfolding events, material we study is time sensitive and has to be constantly updated 


with the latest developments. This is why it is imperative that students use the newest 


textbook edition, as indicated above. 


Academic Calendar 


Week Module Topic(s) Readings 
Week 1 (05/16-22) Module 0 


AND     


Module 1 


Introduction and class overview 


AND 


Government, Politics and Culture                       


Syllabus and 


Introductory 


Materials  


P& N Ch. 1; 


Griffiths: 18, 20, 22, 


23, 25, 36 







  


 


Week 2 (05/23- 29) Module 2 Global Interdependence P& N Ch. 2; 


Griffiths 37-43 


Week 3 (05/30- 06/05) Module 3 Religion and Politics P& N Ch. 3; 


Griffiths: 31, 32, 33 


Week 4 (06/06- 12) Module 4 Nationalism, Colonialism & 


Independence; 


Global and Domestic Inequalities 


P& N Ch.4, 5; 


Griffiths: 5, 8, 9, 17 


Week 5 (06/13-19) Module 5 Challenges of Development 


Costs of Development 


P& N Ch. 6,7; 


Griffiths: 1, 2, 4, 3, 


6, 7, 10, 11, 13-16 


Week 6 (06/20-26) Module 6 Women in the Developing World 


Transitions to Democracy and 


Human Rights 


P& N Ch. 8,9; 


Griffiths: 27, 44-52 


Week 7 (06/27- 07/03) Module 7 Political Leadership and State 


Capacity 


P& N Ch. 10; 


Griffiths: 12, 28, 29, 


30, 35 


Week 8 (07/04-10) Module 8 Ethnicity, Ethnic Conflict and 


Conflict Resolution 


Migration 


P& N Ch. 11, 12; 


Griffiths: 26 


Week 9 (07/11-17) Module 9 Foreign Relations of the 


Developing Countries 


P& N Ch. 13; 


Griffiths: 19, 21, 34  


Due Dates 


Quizzes: every week by Sunday evening, at 11.59 PM EST 


Assignments (projects or discussions): every week by Sunday evening, at 11.59 PM 


EST (with the exception of week 9) 


Course Requirements 


Quizzes  


Weekly quizzes will test your knowledge of the material from the module covered during 


the week. You will have to answer fifty multiple choice or true/ false questions for two 


points each. Your two lowest scoring quiz scores will be dropped at the end of class, 


leaving you with seven quizzes, worth 5% of your grade each. That is, seven quizzes will 


make up 35% of your final grade. If you miss a quiz, or fail to submit it on time, you will 


automatically be assigned a grade of 0 for that quiz. Quizzes will be available, with the 


rest of the content for each module, on the Monday of each week. Note that quizzes are 


timed—you have one hour to complete each quiz. Quizzes will close each week by 


Sunday evening, at 11.59PM EST and may be taken only once. Please avoid last minute 


submissions in order to avoid technical difficulties. 







  


 


 


 


Written Assignments 


Please complete written assignments as requested/described within each individual 


module, by the date/ time indicated by the assignment calendar above. Please submit 


assignments by Sunday evenings at 11.59 PM EST (except week 9). All written 


assignments (be it discussions or projects) must be submitted to: www.turnitin.com. 


Please create an account with this site using the class ID: 3985984 and the password: 


devsummer11.  This site is designed to  help me identify plagiarism, so make sure to take 


all necessary measures needed  to avoid plagiarism.   If you are not sure what constitutes 


plagiarism and how to avoid it, take this UCF library tutorial: 


http://infolit.ucf.edu/students/modules/#article116 Students who plagiarize will receive 


and automatic F grade for the entire class. Please allow for plenty of time to complete the 


assignment, so that you avoid last minute submissions and the technical difficulties that 


sometimes accompany them. Assignments cannot be submitted late. Any missed 


assignment will be given a grade of 0. 


Students will have to submit a written assignment every week, excluding week 9.  Two of 


your submitted assignments will be randomly selected by the professor and graded. The  


first written assignment grade will be posted by 06/15 and the second written assignment 


grade will posted by 07/17. Since the professor will randomly choose which written 


assignment to grade, complete all assignments to the best of your ability. Follow the 


written assignment instructions in each module!  The first written assignment will make 


up 30% of your final grade, the second written assignment will make up 35% of your 


final grade. 


Missed Assignments/Make-Ups 


I will not grant extensions if you fail to submit your work due to technical difficulties. 


You are solely responsible if you fail to submit a quiz or an assignment due to technical 


difficulties, save for a major natural disaster (i.e.  a hurricane).  Unavoidable 


circumstances sometimes occur which throw timing off...hurricanes for example! In the 


event of a hurricane, which causes power outages and evacuations, do not panic about 


your online assignments. Your safety and that of your family is your first priority. When 


power is restored, contact your instructor. She will work with individual students to 


determine the best course of action. Remember, your instructor could be experiencing the 


same or similar problems in the event of a hurricane! Other circumstances, which may be 


considered "unavoidable", include medical or legal emergencies. Pertinent 


documentation, deemed acceptable by the instructor, will be required for any delayed 


assignment. 


 


 



http://infolit.ucf.edu/students/modules/#article116





  


 


 


 


Evaluation and Grading 


Assignment  Percentage of Grade  


Quizzes (7)  35% 


Assignment 1  30% 


Assignment 2  35% 


Total  100%  


Grading Scale 


Letter Grade  Points  


A  93 – 100 points  


A-  90 – 92 points  


B+  87 – 89 points  


B  83 – 86 points  


B-  80 – 82 points  


C+  77 – 79 points  


C  73 – 76 points  


C-  70 – 72 points  


D+  67 – 69 points  


D  63 – 66 points  


D-  60 – 62 points  


F  59 and below  


 


Grading Formula 


 (assignment1 *.30) + (assignment2 * .35) + [(sum of seven highest scoring quizzes/7) 


*.35]= final grade 


 







  


 


Attendance Policy 


This course is web-based, fully online and considered a "W" course. Students are 


expected to fully participate in all online activities and to complete all assignments by the 


due date. 


Participation and a timely completion of work and assignments are both considered 


similar to attendance in a face-to-face class. Assignments that are not turned into 


Webcourses by the due date, will receive 0 points.   


Academic Honesty 


Students must demonstrate a high level of responsibility and academic honesty.  Because 


the value of an academic degree depends upon the absolute integrity of the work done by 


the student for that degree, it is imperative that a student demonstrate a high standard of 


individual honor in his or her scholastic work. 


Scholastic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, statements, acts or omissions related 


to applications for enrollment or the award of a degree, and/or the submission as one’s 


own work or material that is not one’s own.  As a general rule, scholastic dishonesty 


involves one of the following acts:  cheating, plagiarism, collusion and/or falsifying 


academic records.   


If you are not sure what constitutes plagiarism and how to avoid it, take this UCF library 


tutorial: http://infolit.ucf.edu/students/modules/#article116 


Students who cheat, plagiarize, falsify records or practice any other form of academic 


dishonesty will receive an automatic F grade for the class. 


More details can be found at: 
http://regulations.ucf.edu/~regs/pdf/notices/5.015StuAcademicBehaviorStandards_newJul09_001.pdf 


Disability Statement 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations 


for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon 


request. Students with disabilities who need accommodations in this course must contact 


the professor at the beginning of the semester to discuss needed accommodations. No 


accommodations will be provided until the student has met with the professor to request 


accommodations. Students who need accommodations must be registered with Student 


Disability Services, Student Resource Center Room 132, phone (407) 823-2371, 


TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting accommodations from the 


professor. 


Copyright 


This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, 


images, text materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use 


doctrine in order to enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, 


download or distribute these items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for this 



http://infolit.ucf.edu/students/modules/#article116

http://regulations.ucf.edu/~regs/pdf/notices/5.015StuAcademicBehaviorStandards_newJul09_001.pdf

http://www.sds.ucf.edu/

http://www.sds.ucf.edu/





  


 


online classroom environment and your use only. All copyright materials are credited to 


the copyright holder. 


Third-Party Software and FERPA 


During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or 


software applications sometimes called third-party software such as a blog or wiki. While 


some of these could be required assignments, you need not make any personally 


identifying information on a public site. Do not post or provide any private information 


about yourself or your classmates. Where appropriate you may use a pseudonym or 


nickname. Some written assignments posted publicly may require personal 


reflection/comments, but the assignments will not require you to disclose any personally 


identity-sensitive information. If you have any concerns about this, please contact your 


instructor. 


 








 


 


Comparative Politics 
Summer 2011 


Course Information 


Course Name  Comparative Politics


Course ID & Section CPO 3103  DW 58 


Credit Hours  3 


Semester/Year  Summer 2011 


Location World Wide Web 


Instructor Contact 


Instructor  Dr. Anca Turcu 


Office  Online Webcourses Chat Room 


Office 
Hours 


Tuesdays 3:00-4.30 PM EST 


E-mail  


Anca.Turcu@ucf.edu 
You may also e-mail me by using the Webcourses e-mail/ messages 
system. I will use that system to send out updates, important messages 
or announcements.  If you e-mail me, I will do my best to get back to 
you quickly, but I may take up to 48 hours to respond.  


Academic and 
Content Related 


Questions 


If you have questions about the academic material or class content, do 
not hesitate to contact me! Questions, feedback or comments are all 
welcome. For non-academic (not course content related questions), 
please see below. 


Other Contact 
Information 


Three before me! 
If you have questions regarding assignments, technical support or any 
other non-academic, non course content related issues, you have to seek 
help from three other sources before you turn to me. 
You must prove that you have sought out at least three avenues to obtain 
information regarding a question or problem you are having before you 
may ask me. There are discussion postings, chat rooms, e-mail, a 
technical FAQ page, and other avenues available online so that you can 
get the answers you need. Please use them! Also, many times the answer 
can be found in the syllabus! Many of your fellow students may already 
know how to resolve your issue. Post a note or send an e-mail and ask 
them! I will only respond to questions when you prove that you have 
met the "Three-Before-Me" rule. Chances are, someone in the class may 







  


 


have had the same question you do. Use the tools indicated above to 
find out. 


Course Description 


This class will explore the government and politics of a number of countries around the 
Globe while providing a comparative insight into the institutions, electoral systems and 
processes that are specific to their governments. We will also examine historical contexts, 
political culture, social realities and policy outcomes specific to each country. 


Course Objectives 


On completing this course students will be able to: 
1. describe and analyze differences between the institutions and governmental 


systems of different countries  
2. discuss the implications of different electoral systems for institutional change  
3. comprehend traits of political culture and current developments in different 


countries 
4. analyze the impact of institutions and government policies upon the 


democratization process in each country 


Required Texts 


 “Introducing Comparative Politics”  by Drogus, Carol Ann and Stephen Orvis, 
CQ Press, 1st edition, 2008 


 “Comparative Politics Annual Editions 2009/2010”, by Yap, Fiona; McGraw Hill, 
27th Edition 


 Note: Please purchase the book editions indicated above. 


Academic Calendar 


Week Module Topic(s) Readings 
Week 1            
(05/16-22) 


Module 0 
AND     


Module 1 


Introduction and class overview 
AND 


Introduction and the Modern State 
(Part I)                       


Syllabus and Introductory 
Materials  


D & O Ch. 1 and Ch. 2 
p.37-44 


Week 2            
(05/23- 29) 


Module 2 The Modern State (Part II)                   
States and Citizens,  


D & O Ch.2 p. 44- 83 and 
Ch. 3 


Week 3            
(05/30- 
06/05) 


Module 3 The State and Identity; The State 
and the Market;  


D & O Ch. 4, 5 


Week 4            
(06/06- 12) 


Module 4 Political Institutions: Governing, 
Participation and Representation 


D & O Ch. 6, 7; Yap:  1- 4, 
8-10, 12, 21 


Week 5            Module 5 Authoritarian Institutions D & O Ch. 8; Yap: 15, 18, 







  


 


(06/13-19) 19, 29, 37 
Week 6            
(06/20-26) 


Module 6 Regime Change: Coups, Revolutions 
and Democratization 


D & O Ch. 9; Yap: 5, 6, 7, 
11 


Week 7            
(06/27- 
07/03) 


Module 7 Globalization, Deindustrialization & 
Development 


D & O Ch. 10; Yap: 32-36 


Week 8            
(07/04-10) 


Module 8 Public Policy when Markets Fail: 
Welfare, Health and the 
Environment 


D & O Ch. 11; Yap: 31 


Week 9            
(07/11-17) 


Module 9 Policies and Politics of Inclusion 
and Clashing Values 


D & O Ch. 12, Yap: 23, 24, 
25, 39, 40, 41 


Due Dates 


Quizzes: every week by Sunday evening, at 11.59 PM EST 


Assignments (projects or discussions): every week by Sunday evening, at 11.59 PM 
EST (with the exception of week 9) 


Course Requirements 


Quizzes  


Weekly quizzes will test your knowledge of the material from the module covered during 
the week. You will have to answer fifty multiple choice or true/ false questions for two 
points each. Your two lowest scoring quiz scores will be dropped at the end of class, 
leaving you with seven quizzes, worth 5% of your grade each. That is, seven quizzes will 
make up 35% of your final grade. If you miss a quiz, or fail to submit it on time, you will 
automatically be assigned a grade of 0 for that quiz. Quizzes will be available, with the 
rest of the content for each module, on the Monday of each week. Note that quizzes are 
timed—you have one hour to complete each quiz. Quizzes will close each week by 
Sunday evening, at 11.59PM EST and may be taken only once. Please avoid last minute 
submissions in order to avoid technical difficulties. 


Written Assignments 


Please complete written assignments as requested/described within each individual 
module, by the date/ time indicated by the assignment calendar above. Please submit 
assignments by Sunday evenings at 11.59 PM EST (except week 9, when no assignment 
will be due). All written assignments (be it discussions or projects) must be submitted to: 
www.turnitin.com. Please create an account with this site using the class ID: 3985945 
and the password: cposummer11.  This site is designed to help me identify plagiarism, so 
make sure to take all necessary measures needed  to avoid plagiarism.   If you are not 
sure what constitutes plagiarism and how to avoid it, take this UCF library tutorial: 
http://infolit.ucf.edu/students/modules/#article116 Students who plagiarize will receive 
and automatic F grade for the entire class. Please allow for plenty of time to complete the 
assignment, so that you avoid last minute submissions and the technical difficulties that 







  


 


sometimes accompany them. Assignments cannot be submitted late. Any missed 
assignment will be given a grade of 0. 


Students will have to submit a written assignment every week, excluding week 9, when 
no assignment will be due.  Two of your submitted assignments will be randomly 
selected by the professor and graded. The first written assignment grade will be posted by 
06/15 and the second written assignment grade will posted by 07/17. Since the professor 
will randomly choose which written assignment to grade, complete all assignments to the 
best of your ability. Follow the written assignment instructions in each module! The first 
written assignment will make up 30% of your final grade, the second written assignment 
will make up 35% of your final grade. 


Missed Assignments/Make-Ups 


I will not grant extensions if you fail to submit your work due to technical difficulties. 
You are solely responsible if you fail to submit a quiz or an assignment due to technical 
difficulties, save for a major natural disaster (i.e.  a hurricane).  Unavoidable 
circumstances sometimes occur which throw timing off...hurricanes for example! In the 
event of a hurricane, which causes power outages and evacuations, do not panic about 
your online assignments. Your safety and that of your family is your first priority. When 
power is restored, contact your instructor. She will work with individual students to 
determine the best course of action. Remember, your instructor could be experiencing the 
same or similar problems in the event of a hurricane! Other circumstances, which may be 
considered "unavoidable", include medical or legal emergencies. Pertinent 
documentation, deemed acceptable by the instructor, will be required for any delayed 
assignment. 


Evaluation and Grading 


Assignment  Percentage of Grade 


Quizzes (7)  35% 


Assignment 1  30% 


Assignment 2  35% 


Total  100%  


Grading Scale 


Letter Grade  Points  


A  93 – 100 points  


A-  90 – 92 points  


B+  87 – 89 points  







  


 


B  83 – 86 points  


B-  80 – 82 points  


C+  77 – 79 points  


C  73 – 76 points  


C-  70 – 72 points  


D+  67 – 69 points  


D  63 – 66 points  


D-  60 – 62 points  


F  59 and below  


 


Grading Formula 


 (assignment1 *.30) + (assignment2 * .35) + [(sum of seven highest scoring 
quizzes/7)*.35]= final grade 


Attendance Policy 


This course is web-based, fully online and considered a "W" course. Students are 
expected to fully participate in all online activities and to complete all assignments by the 
due date. 


Participation and a timely completion of work and assignments are both considered 
similar to attendance in a face-to-face class. Assignments that are not turned into 
Webcourses by the due date, will receive 0 points.   


Academic Honesty 


Students must demonstrate a high level of responsibility and academic honesty.  Because 
the value of an academic degree depends upon the absolute integrity of the work done by 
the student for that degree, it is imperative that a student demonstrate a high standard of 
individual honor in his or her scholastic work. 
Scholastic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, statements, acts or omissions related 
to applications for enrollment or the award of a degree, and/or the submission as one’s 
own work or material that is not one’s own.  As a general rule, scholastic dishonesty 
involves one of the following acts:  cheating, plagiarism, collusion and/or falsifying 
academic records.   
If you are not sure what constitutes plagiarism and how to avoid it, take this UCF library 
tutorial: http://infolit.ucf.edu/students/modules/#article116 
Students who cheat, plagiarize, falsify records or practice any other form of academic 
dishonesty will receive an automatic F grade for the class. 







  


 


More details can be found at: 
http://regulations.ucf.edu/~regs/pdf/notices/5.015StuAcademicBehaviorStandards_newJul09_001.pdf 


Disability Statement 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations 
for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon 
request. Students with disabilities who need accommodations in this course must contact 
the professor at the beginning of the semester to discuss needed accommodations. No 
accommodations will be provided until the student has met with the professor to request 
accommodations. Students who need accommodations must be registered with Student 
Disability Services, Student Resource Center Room 132, phone (407) 823-2371, 
TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting accommodations from the 
professor. 


Copyright 


This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, 
images, text materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use 
doctrine in order to enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, 
download or distribute these items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for this 
online classroom environment and your use only. All copyright materials are credited to 
the copyright holder. 


Third-Party Software and FERPA 


During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or 
software applications sometimes called third-party software such as a blog or wiki. While 
some of these could be required assignments, you need not make any personally 
identifying information on a public site. Do not post or provide any private information 
about yourself or your classmates. Where appropriate you may use a pseudonym or 
nickname. Some written assignments posted publicly may require personal 
reflection/comments, but the assignments will not require you to disclose any personally 
identity-sensitive information. If you have any concerns about this, please contact your 
instructor. 
 
 








POS2041 - American National Government 


Dr. Bruce M. Wilson  


Syllabus POS2041 Summer D, 2011 


Instructor Contact 


Instructor Dr. Bruce M. Wilson 


Office Phillips Hall 302 


Office Hours 


Dr. Wilson:  by appointment 


Graduate assistant  Computer lab hours: 


Thursday 8:30- 5:00pm 


Graduate assistant's email: Send to ALL INSTRUCTORS in  


COURSEMAIL 


for emergencies:  


Donnie Plungis <dgplungis@knights.ucf.edu> 


Homepages 


Dr. Wilson's homepage at UCF 


Dr. Wilson's homepage at CMI, Norway 


Phone 407 823 2608 (no voice mail) 


E-mail  Coursemail only; send all emails to <ALL INSTRUCTORS> 


Course Information 


Course Name POS2041 - American National Government 


Credit Hours 3 Credit Hours 


Semester/Year Summer D, 2011 


Location Completely online (no required face-to-face time) 


Course Description 


This is an important time to investigate and understand how government works and the way in 


which it can impact your life.  The US is enduring the worst economic crisis since the Great 


Depression and is engaged in two significant military actions (Afghanistan and Iraq). This class 


will not teach you what to think about these events, but it will equip you with the knowledge and 


skills necessary to understand them and draw your own conclusions about the dynamics of 



http://politicalscience.cos.ucf.edu/content/index.html#loader=http%3A//politicalscience.cos.ucf.edu/content/people/viewPerson.html%26id%3D%26view%3Dname%26group%3DProfessors%26id%3D134

http://www.cmi.no/staff/?bwilson





American national government, including its structure, organization, powers, and procedures. 


The course, like the book, is divided into four parts that build on each other. The first part 


examines the foundations of the  American government system, the second, freedoms and rights 


enjoyed (and sometimes not) by US citizens. Part three investigates the politics of democracy as 


practiced in the US. The final part of the course examines the institutions of government, the 


relationship between them, and how that affects politics. 


Required Text 


 “GOVT.” 2010. Edward I. Sidlow and Beth Henschen. Wadsworth Publishing; 1st 


edition  
·  ISBN-10: 0495573396 


 This book can be bought new or "used" either online or at the UCF bookstore (you do not 


need to buy the access code that might be offered with the book) 


Course Requirements 


E-Mail All emails must be sent through Coursemail with your discussion group 


number in the subject line. 


 You must read and keep copies of all emails I send to you in particular 


or the class as a group 


Assignments  You are responsible for keeping a copy of all assignments for this 


class. 


 You are also responsible for checking that the grades posted online are 


correct. 


 Discrepancies and errors in your posted grade must be reported to the 


instructor within 1 week of being posted. 


Late, make-up, 


and extra credit 


work 


 All late work will be penalized at a rate of 5 points per day late 


(including weekend days and holidays unless otherwise noted in the 


module). 


 Late discussion postings will receive no credit - there is no late option 


for discussion postings. 


 Missed quizzes cannot and will not be reopened  


 No work will be accepted more than a week after the deadline. 


 There are no substitute assignments and positively no extra-credit, so 


please don't ask! 


 Your lowest substantive module score will be automatically dropped 


from your class average. 


Evaluation and Grading 







The following scale will be used for the assignment of final grades. 


Letter 


Grade 
Points 


A 90-100 


B 80-89 


C 70-79 


D 60-69 


F 
59 or 


below 


Assignment Percentage of Grade 


Module #1 2% (required) 


Your highest 6 


grades from the 


7 modules (#2 


through #8) 


13% each (only the highest 6 grades will count 


toward your final grade).  


Your lowest substantive module grade will be 


automatically dropped. 


Final Exam  20% (required) 


Total 100% 


Attendance Policy 


Because this is a completely online class with no face-to-face meetings, there is no attendance 


policy, as such. Having said that, you need to keep up with the pace of the class and participate 


in all parts of each of the modules. 


Academic Honesty 


Plagiarism and Cheating of any kind on an examination, quiz, or assignment will result at least in 


an "F" for that assignment (and may, depending on the severity of the case, lead to an "F" for the 


entire course) and may be subject to appropriate referral to the Office of Student Conduct for 


further action. See the UCF Golden Rule for further information. I will assume for this course 


that you will adhere to the academic creed of this University and will maintain the highest 


standards of academic integrity. In other words, don't cheat by giving answers to others or taking 


them from anyone else. I will also adhere to the highest standards of academic integrity, so 


please do not ask me to change (or expect me to change) your grade illegitimately or to bend or 


break rules for one person that will not apply to everyone. 


Disability Statement 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all 


persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students 



javascript:doWindowOpen('http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/','new_frame','width=600,height=420,menubar=1,toolbar=1,scrollbars=1,status=1,location=1,resizable=1',0)





with disabilities who need accommodations in this course must contact the professor at the 


beginning of the semester to discuss needed accommodations. No accommodations will be 


provided until the student has met with the professor to request accommodations. Students who 


need accommodations must be registered with Student Disability Services, Student Resource 


Center Room 132, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before 


requesting accommodations from the professor. 


  







 


POS2041 - American National Government 


Dr. Bruce M. Wilson  


Schedule 


NB: complete instructions for each module is contained within the module itself. Each module 


will be opened just before the start date listed on this schedule. 


Dates Module is Open Topic Readings 


PART I: INTRODUCTION TO AMERICAN NATIONAL GOVERNMENT 


May 16 - 23 


All deadlines are in the 


module instructions 


Module #1: Introduction to the 


course 


Read: Chapter One 


May 20- 30 


All deadlines are in the 


module instructions 


Module #2: US Government 


Foundations, the Constitution 


and Federalism 


Read: Chapter Two and Three 


PART II: RIGHTS AND LIBERTIES 


May 31- June 6 


All Deadlines are in the 


module instructions 


Module #3: Civil Rights and 


Liberties 


Read: Chapter Four and Five 


PART III: THE POLITICS OF DEMOCRACY 


June 6 - 13 


All deadlines are in the 


module instructions 


Module #4: Interest Groups and 


Political Parties 


Read: Chapter Six and Seven 


June 13 -20 


All deadlines are in the 


module instructions 


Module #5: Public Opinion, 


Voting. 


Politics and the Media 


Read: Chapter Eight and Ten 


June 20 - 27 


All deadlines are in the 


module instructions 


Module #6: Campaigns and 


Elections 


Read: Chapter Nine 


PART IV: INSTITUTIONS 


June 27 - July 3 


All deadlines are in the 


module instructions 


Module #7: Congress and the 


Presidency 


Read: Chapter Eleven and Twelve 


July 5 - 11 Module #8: The Bureaucracy 


and the Judiciary 


Read: Chapter Thirteen and Fourteen 







All deadlines are in the 


module instructions 


July 10 - 15  Final exam Read; all chapters in textbook 


This page was last updated on January 10, 2011 6:09 PM 


Pages are maintained by Bruce M. Wilson and the 


Techrangers at Course Development & Web Services, IT&R. 


Intellectual content © Copyright 2009-2011, Bruce M. Wilson 


All other content © Copyright 2009, University of Central Florida 


 



http://techrangers.cdws.ucf.edu/support/

http://cdws.ucf.edu/

http://www.ucf.edu/






1 
 


INR 4335‐A001: Coercion in International Politics 
 
Instructor: Thomas M. Dolan  
Class Meetings: MTWH 12:00 PM‐1:40 PM, Classroom Building 1, Room 0103  
Credit: 3 units 
Office Hours: 2:00‐3:00 Tuesdays and Thursdays at Philips 302 (or by appointment) 
Instructor E‐mail: Thomas.dolan@ucf.edu 
 
Iran now seems like it is trying to secure nuclear weapons.  The United States and a number of other countries 
would prefer they not do so.  What can they do about it?  Are they likely to succeed or fail? What will determine 
who succeeds? States, and the men and women who people them, want many things—among them money, 
land, oil, peace, freedom, and security.  Sometimes getting them requires convincing others to give them up.  
The means by which they do so—by bargaining, by diplomacy, by threats of force or economic punishment—are 
the subject of theoretical, practical, empirical, and normative examination in this course.   
 
 
Course Goals 


1. Students will acquire a sound understanding of the means by which states pursue their interests using 
diplomacy, persuasion, and force. 


2. Students will improve their ability to comprehend and communicate social scientific approaches to 
world events. 


 
Please note that none of these goals involve the advancement of anyone’s political or policy opinions (including 
those of the instructor).  While I encourage political activity and the fulfillment of one’s citizenship duties outside 
of the classroom, a political science course is not a proper forum for the airing of one’s personal politics. 
 
Course Design 
This course involves a combination of class sessions involving both lecture and discussion, directed readings, 
papers, exams, and opportunities for informal discussion during office hours.  Each part serves a purpose, be it 
information transmission and retention, promoting rigorous analysis, or encouraging the development of new 
ideas.  Failing to engage with all parts will diminish the return on your efforts.  For this reason, pre‐class 
preparation is essential for this course.  Students are expected to have read and considered the assigned 
material prior to the course, and be prepared to discuss it in class.  Questions are placed beneath each reading 
to help focus your attention to what the instructor believes are the most important points.  Please remember 
that that the material of the course is delivered in both texts and in‐class discussion, which means that the texts 
contain valuable ideas and information which may not be specifically addressed in class, and discussions and 
lectures will go beyond the readings.  You are responsible for understanding both, so please be sure to raise 
questions about things you are unsure about.  
 
Assignments: 
Class Preparation and Participation: 10% 
Your active participation in class is necessary if this class is to be a successful learning experience.  This means 
you must come in having read the assignments and join in the class‐room discussion of them, making evident 
that you have read and thought about them. While attendance is not graded as such, excessive truancy can 
affect this grade, since you are unable to participate when absent.   
 
3 Page Paper: 15%, Due 26 May 


 Topics distributed first day of class. 
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Midterm: 20%, 31 May 
In‐class; multiple choice and essay. 
 
Course Paper: 25%, Due 16 June 
(7 Pages) Analyze a state’s strategy in a dispute: what was the plan going in, how well was it pursued, and did it 
ultimately lead to goal achievement?  Be sure to use theoretical concepts and findings from the course in 
classifying the strategy and in explaining its success and failure.  Also, note the extent to which this example 
might help refine the theory.   
 
Final Exam: 30%. Thursday 23 June 
In the classroom.  Cumulative. Multiple choice and essay. 
 
Assignments are to be turned in by class time on the day they are due.  They should be in hardcopy unless 
unforeseen circumstances prevent printing them in or handing them in a timely manner. For every 24 hours that 
pass thereafter, 5% of credit is lost, to a maximum of 40% lost.   
Exams are to be sat at the date and time specified, unless prior approval has been given or a doctor’s excuse is 
submitted at the next attended class meeting. Exams should generally be taken within 1 week of the general 
administration of the exam. 
 
Grades 
Grades are assigned to both individual pieces of work and cumulatively.  The grade scale I use for both is below 
(note that “g” refers to the numerical grade you receive).  I do not usually curve grades, but reserve the right to 
do so if I deem it necessary.  All material is graded on its own terms, rather than through comparison with other 
students’ work. For the cumulative grades, I do not round: what you get is what you get. 
 


100>g≥93: A  90>g≥88: B+  80>g≥78: C+  70>g≥68: D+  60>g: E 


  88>g≥83: B  78>g≥73: C  68>g≥63: D   


93>g≥90: A‐  83>g≥80: B  73>g≥70: C‐  63>g≥60: D   


 
As reflected in the UCF creed, integrity and scholarship are core values that should guide our conduct and 
decisions as members of the UCF community. Plagiarism and cheating contradict these values, and so are very 
serious academic offenses. Penalties can include a failing grade in an assignment or in the course, or suspension 
or expulsion from the university. Students are expected to familiarize themselves with and follow the 
University’s Rules of Conduct (see http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/). 
 
Plagiarism and Cheating of any kind on an examination, quiz, or assignment will result at least in an "F" for that 
assignment (and may, depending on the severity of the case, lead to an "F" for the entire course) and may be 
subject to appropriate referral to the Office of Student Conduct for further action. See the UCF Golden Rule for 
further information. I will assume for this course that you will adhere to the academic creed of this University 
and will maintain the highest standards of academic integrity. In other words, don't cheat by giving answers to 
others or taking them from anyone else. I will also adhere to the highest standards of academic integrity, so 
please do not ask me to change (or expect me to change) your grade illegitimately or to bend or break rules for 
one person that will not apply to everyone.  
 
 
 
Changes to the Syllabus: 
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In the event that there is a need for there to be any changes to the syllabus, an e‐mail will be sent to all 
students’ knights‐mail accounts (as maintained by the registrar), and will be mentioned in class meetings.  
Changes become effective immediately after their mention in class, or the sending of the e‐mail, whichever 
comes last. 
 
Cancellation of Class: In the event that the instructor needs to cancel class, an e‐mail will be sent to all students’ 
knights‐mail accounts (as maintained by the registrar) prior to class time. 
 
Readings  
 
You should purchase Thomas Schelling’s Arms and Influence, (Yale University Press, 1966).  It is available in the 
bookstore and from a variety of online vendors. The remainder of the readings (or links to them) are available 
on‐line at the webcourses@ucf website. 
 


 
Course Schedule 
 
Section A: Themes and Concepts 
 
16 May  
Power and Statesmanship 
David A. Baldwin, Economic Statecraft (1985) Princeton University Press, pp. 8‐24 
 
17 May 
Strategy and Bargaining 
Thomas Schelling, Strategy of Conflict (1960), Chapter 1, “The Retarded Science of International Strategy.’ 
Recommended: 
Thomas Schelling, Strategy of Conflict, Chapters 2‐3. 
Luttwak, E.  (2001) Strategy: The Logic of Peace and War (Revised and Enlarged edition).  Cambridge: Belknap 
Press of Harvard University Press. 
Betts, R. (2000) “Is Strategy an Illusion? International Security. 
 
18 May 
Reputation, Positive Inducements, Persuasion, Negotiation, and Soft Power 
Niccolo Machiavelli, The Prince. Chapters XIV‐XXI. 
available at http://www.gutenberg.org/files/1232/1232‐h/1232‐h.htm 
Miroslav Nincic, “Getting What you Want: Positive Sanctions in International Relations,” International Security, 
2010, 35:1. 
Selection from Joseph Nye, Soft Power, 2004. 
Recommended: 
Thomas Risse, “Let’s Argue: Communicative Argument in World Politics,” International Organization, (2000) 
54:1. 
Mary Sarotte, “Perpetuating US Preeminence: The 1990 Deals to ‘Bribe the Soviets Out” and Move NATO In,” 
International Security, 2010, 35: 1. 
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19 May 
Coercion : Definitions, Methods, and Problems 
Thomas Schelling, Arms and Influence, 1966.  pp. 1‐125 
Recommended: 
James Fearon, “Domestic Political Audiences and the Escalation of International Disputes,” American Political 
Science Review, (1994) 88:3. 
James Fearon, “Signaling Foreign Policy Interests: Tying Hands versus Sinking Costs,” Journal of Conflict 
Resolution.  1997. 41:1. 
 
23 May 
Alliances and Coercion 
Victor Cha, “Powerplay Origins of the US Alliance System in Asia,” International Security, 34:3, Winter 2009/2010  
Recommended: 
Paul Huth, “Extended Deterrence and the Outbreak of War,” American Political Science Review, (1988) 82:2. 
Glen Snyder, “The Security Dilemma in Alliance Politics,” World Politics, 35:4, 1984.  
 
24 May 
Nuclear Weapons and Coercion 
Thomas Schelling, Arms and Influence, “The Diplomacy of Ultimate Survival,” pp. 190‐204; “The Dynamics of 
Mutual Alarm,” pp. pp. 227 (‘The Mischievous Influence of Haste)‐234 (‘Vulnerability and Deterrence’) 
Selection from Jacques Hymans, The Psychology of Nuclear Proliferation, Cambridge: Cambridge University 
Press, 2006. 
Sumit Ganguly and Harrison Wagner, “India and Pakistan: Bargaining In the Shadow of Nuclear War,” Journal of 
Strategic Studies, 27:3, (2004), pp. 479‐507. 
Recommended: 
Nina Tannenwald, "Nuclear Taboo: The United States and the Normative Basis of Nuclear Non‐Use," 
International Organization 53 (Summer 1999), 433‐68. 
Kenneth Waltz, “More May Be Better,” in K. Waltz and S. Sagan, The Spread of Nuclear Weapons, New York: 
W.W. Norton, 2002. 
Taylor Fravel and Evan Medeiros, “China’s Search for Assured Retaliation,” International Security, 2010, 35: 2.  
John Mueller, “The Essential Irrelevance of Nuclear Weapons,” International Security. (1988) 13:2. 
 
Section B: Methods   
Method 1: Diplomacy 
 
25 May 
Diplomacy and Negotiation 
Hedley Bull, The Anarchical Society. 1978, “Diplomacy” 
Joseph Nye, “Public Diplomacy and Soft Power,” Annals of the American Academy of Political Science.  (2008) 
March. 
Selection from Roger Fisher and William Ury, Getting to Yes.  
Recommended: 
Satow’s Guide to Diplomatic Practice.  Oxford University Press, 2010. 
Hans Morgenthau, Politics Among Nations, “Diplomacy.” 
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26 May—3 Page Paper Due 
Coercive diplomacy  
Robert Art and Patrick Cronin, The US and Coercive Diplomacy, “What Do We Know?” 2003 
Alex Thompson, “Coercion Through IO’s: The Security Council and the Logic of Information Transmission,” 
International Organization, (2006) 60:1. 
Recommended: 
Kenneth Shultz, “Domestic Opposition and Signaling in International Crises,” American Political Science Review, 
(1998) 92:4. 
Alex George, The Limits of Coercive Diplomacy. 1971. 
Selection from Michael Gordon and Gen. Bernard Trainor, Cobra II, Vintage Books, 2006/2007. 
Selection from Simon Serfaty, Architects of Delusion, University of Pennsylvania Press, 2008, 
 
 
Method 2: Economic Sanctions 
 
31 May: Quiz 
 
1 June  
Do Economic Sanctions Work? 
Rose Gottemoeller, “The Evolution of Sanctions in Theory and Practice,” Survival, (2007), 49:4. 
David A. Baldwin, Economic Statecraft, “What is Economic Statecraft?” 
John Mueller and Karl Mueller, "Sanctions of Mass Destruction," Foreign Affairs, Vol. 78, No. 3 (May/June 1999), 
start p. 48. 
Recommended:  
Irfan Nooruddin, “Modeling Selection Bias in Studies of Sanctions Efficacy,” International Interactions, 2002.  
Daniel Drezner, “Conflict Expectations and the Paradox of Economic Coercion,” International Studies Quarterly, 
(1998) 42: 4. 
Daniel Drezner, “The Hidden Hand of Economic Coercion,” International Organization, 2003. 
Robert A. Pape, "Why Economic Sanctions Do Not Work," International Security, Vol. 22, No. 2 (Fall 1997), 
pp. 90–136. 
M. Alexander and J. Kieger, Limiting Arms, Enforcing Limits: International Inspections and the Challenges of 
Compellance in Germany Post‐1919 and Iraq post‐1991, Journal of Strategic Studies, 29:2 
 
2 June 
Making sanctions more effective 
Arne Tostensen and Beate Bull, “Are Smart Sanctions Feasible?” World Politics, (2002) 54:3. 
Daniel Drezner, “Bargaining, Enforcement, and Multilateral Sanctions: When is Cooperation Counterproductive? 
International Organization, (2000) 54: 1. 
Recommended: 
Lisa Martin, Coercive Cooperation, Princeton University Press, 1992. 
George Lopez and David COrtright, “Containing Iraq: Sanctions Worked,” Foreign Affairs, July/August 2004. 
 
6 June 
Legalized Coercion: the WTO 
Warren F. Schwartz and Alan O. Sykes, “The Economic Structure of Renegotiation and Dispute Resolution in the 
World Trade Organization” The Journal of Legal Studies, Vol. 31, No. S1, 
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Method 3: The Use of Force 
 
Conventional War 
 
7 June 
What is War?  
Thomas Schelling, Arms and Influence, The Idiom of Military Action,” 
Carl von Clausewitz, On War.  Book 1. 
Geoffrey Blainey, (1973) The Causes of War.  New York: Free Press. “Dreams and Delusions” 
Recommended: 
Fearon, J. (1995) “Rationalist Expectations for War,” International Organization. 49:3, pp. 379‐414. 
Selection from John Keegan, A History of Warfare.  Vintage Books, 1993. 
Johnston,  D.  (2004) Overconfidence and War.  Cambridge: Harvard University Press.  
 
8 June 
Fighting Conventional Wars  
Reading from Mearsheimer, J. (1984) Conventional Deterrence.  Ithaca: Cornell University Press.  
Julian Corbett, Some Principles of Maritime Strategy.  Part II, “Theory of Naval War,” available at 
http://www.gutenberg.org/files/15076/15076‐h/15076‐h.htm 
Recommended: 
Stephen Biddle, Military Power. Princeton University Press, 2004. 
Thin Red Line, Fox 2000 Pictures, 1998 
Patton.  Twentieth Century‐Fox Film Corp.  1970. 
Owen Cote, The Third Battle: Innovation in the Navy’s Silent Cold War Struggle with Soviet Submarines.  
Newport: Paper #16, US Naval War College Press, 2003.  
Das Boot.  Bavaria Film, 1982. Watch it in German with the subtitles, it’s better than the English dubbing.  The 
German idioms are, shall we say, ‘colorful.’  
 
9 June 
Air War  
Reading from Tami Davis Biddle, Rhetoric and Reality in Air Warfare, Princeton University Press, 2002. 
Pape, R.  (2004) “The True Worth of Air Power,” Foreign Affairs. March, p. 116. 
Ashley J. Tellis, “China's Military Space Strategy,” Survival, Volume 49, Issue 3 September 2007, pages 41 – 72 
Recommended: 
Robert Pape, Bombing to Win, 1996. 
Michael Horowitz and Dan Reiter, "When Does Aerial Bombing Work? Quantitative Empirical Tests, 1917–1999," 
Journal of Conflict Resolution, Vol. 45, No. 2 (April 2001), pp. 147–173 
Alexander Downes, “Desperate Times, Desperate Measures: The Causes of Civilian Victimization in War,” 
International Security (2006) 30:4 
 
Unconventional Force 
 
13 June 
Guerilla War 
Mao, On Guerilla Warfare.   
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14 June 
Counter‐Insurgency 
Selection from Andrew Krepinevich, The Army and Vietnam.  Johns Hopkins UP, 1986. 
Alexander Downes, “Draining the Sea by Filling the Graves: Investigating the Effectiveness of Indiscriminate 
Violence as a Counterinsurgency Strategy,” Civil Wars, (2007) 9:4 
Recommended: 
US Army Counter‐insurgency handbook, chapter 2.  http://usacac.army.mil/cac/repository/materials/coin‐fm3‐
24.pdf  [note: this links to the whole manual, which is a large file (>13MB)] 
Lawrence, T. E. (1920) “Evolution of a Revolt” 
Lawrence, T.E. Seven Pillars of Wisdom 
Andrew Mack, “Why Big Nations Lose Small Wars: The Politics of Asymmetric Conflict” World Politics, 1975. 
Harry G. Summers, On Strategy: A Critical Analysis of the Vietnam War.  Presido Press, 1982. 
The Battle of Algiers, movie, 1965 
John Mueller, “The Search for the ‘Breaking Point’ in Vietnam,” International Studies Quarterly, (1980) 24: 4 Ivan 
Arreguin‐Toft, “How the Weak Win Wars,” International Security, 2001. 
 
15 June 
Terrorism 
Robert Pape, “The Strategic Logic of Suicide Terrorism,” American Political Science Review, 2003.* 
Andrew Kydd and Barbara F. Walter, “”The Strategies of Terrorism,” International Security, Summer 2006. 
Recommended:  
Robert Trager and Dessislava Zagorcheva, “Deterring Terrorism,” International Security, (2005) 30:3. 
 
16 June—7 Page Paper Due 
Insurgency and Counter‐insurgency in Iraq and Afghanistan 
Stephen Biddle, Michael O’Hanlon, and Kenneth Pollack, “How to Leave a Stable Iraq,” Foreign Affairs, 
September‐October 2008. 
Selection from Ahmed Hashim, Adelphia Papers. 
Selection from eth Jones, Graveyard of Empires 
 
20 June 
Humanitarian Intervention 
Barry Posen, “Military Responses to Humanitarian Disasters,” International Security, 1996.* 
Samantha Powers, “Why the US let the Rwanda Genocide Happen,” The Atlantic Monthly, 2001. 
 Recommended: 
Blackhawk Down, movie, 2002 
Alexander De Waal.  Famine Crimes: Politics and the Disaster Relief Industry in Africa. Indiana University Press. 
1997. 
 
21 June 
Covert Action 
From Handbook of intelligence 
Alexander Downes and Mary L Lilley, “Overt Peace, Covert War?” Security Studies, 2010, 19:2, 266‐306. 
Receommended:  
Christopher Andrews and Valeri Mitrohkin, Sword and the Shield. 
Christopher Andrews, For the President’s Eyes Only. 
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Section3: Normative Issues 
22 June 
Just War Theory and the Ethics of Coercion 
Selection from Michael Walzer, Just and Unjust Wars: A Moral Argument with Historical Illustrations. New York: 
Basic Books 
 “Coercion” and “Consequentialism,” Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy.  
http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/coercion/ 
http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/consequentialism/ 
 
 
23 June 
Final Exam: Normal place, Normal time.  
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Grade Categories Description of the requirements Weight toward 


final grade 


(1000pnts) 


Discussion Posts 10 discussions 20 points each  200 


4 Class Assignments 100 points each, essay format, posted in 


appropriate discussion areas of :  Sierpinksi 


Gasket; Third World Farmer; Power up; Do 


Androids Dream of Electric Sheep 


400 


4 Exams One exam at the end of each module, including 


one counted as a final exam.  


            400 


 


CAVEAT DISCIPULI---- Read the whole syllabus before you ask any questions. 


Further, the Course Protocols in webcourses are part of this syllabus, and they contain my 


rules for the courses, e.g., when I round up to a higher final semester grade.  


Please be advised that this a 9 week class—half of the normal semester, but with the 


same credits = same amount of work . You will likely have to spend about 2 or more 


hours a day reading.  If you do not have time for this class (e.g., you have a heavy job 


schedule), it is better for you not to take the class.  
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Required Reading 
 


1. A New Green History of the World, Clive Ponting 


2. Limits To Growth, the 30 year update, Donnella Meadows et al 


3. Oryx and Crake, Margaret Atwood 
Subscription to The Wall Street Journal. Call via 800-369-2834, ask for a student rate for the 
semester and tell them it is for my class. They do have semester subscriptions--8 week 
$15.95  www.subscribe.wsj.com/8weeks 


 


Learning Modules:  


Within the course are detailed modules that replace my lectures from a face-to-face 


course, and will require time for you to go through them as if you were sitting in lecture. I 


have loaded in a lot of videos, etc...—these links are not necessary for you to follow, 


unless they are in the syllabus.  Otherwise links within the modules are there for the 


curious of mind only.  


 


Newspaper Reading and Discussions. 
I require that you read The Wall Street Journal throughout the week.  Current 


environmental events and issues are a part of journal essay grade.  However, the real 


reason to read a major newspaper (everyday if possible) is to be an informed citizen, and 


if you are studying politics as we are, it is absolutely essential. Call 800-369-2834, ask 


for a student rate for the semester and tell them it is for my class. 


 


 


Directions for Synthetic Essays 
Be sure to consult the directions for essays in the Course Protocols. In this course, 


synthetic essays  


 


In two of these assignments, you will be play, analyze and critique 2 online games. Make 


sure your computer is able to play these. I will not be generous if you have waited to the 


last minute and then have a technical problem—foresight is an expectation. 


 


 Module 1: Sierpinski Gasket Exercise: Start here http://arcytech.org/java/fractals/ 


(this is also in the “heuristics”  in Module 1.  At this site, there is a tutorial on 


fractal geometry and its connections to measuring the natural world.  In this 


exercise, I want you to think about metaphors and sustainability and answer the 


following questions, making connections to the literature we have read.  


o What is the relationship of fractals and sustainability (really, what is the 


relationship of the idea of fractals and sustainability? 


o Compare this metaphor to that of the Cartesian Plane. Which metaphor are 


our mainstream institutions most closely aligned? 


o What do you think of in terms of human-ecological relationships when 


you draw the sierpinski gasket (found through the same site above at 


http://arcytech.org/java/fractals/sierpinski.shtml ) and what lessons can we 



http://www.subscribe.wsj.com/8weeks

http://arcytech.org/java/fractals/

http://arcytech.org/java/fractals/sierpinski.shtml





draw from this metaphor for more sustainable human-ecological 


interactions? 


 


 Module 2: Third World Farmer: http://www.3rdworldfarmer.com/ .  This game 


can be played directly online without downloading.  The purpose of this game is 


to identify a few of the challenges facing peasant farmers. See how long you can 


keep your family alive and how well they fare.  In the discussion area for this 


game, I want you to reflect on your experience and then connect it to our material 


(Play, analyze, critique).  Here you are not critiquing the “playability” or how fun 


it is, lets leave that for online gamer magazines. Think about the structure of the 


game and discuss: 


o Does the game reflect the problem structure of sustainability? 


o What is the role of social and political forces (are they represented at all?) 


o What literature (authors) does this work remind you of and why? 


o What strategies allowed you to fare better? What point does this belie in 


the game (i.e., what is the game structure telling you is supposed to work 


in the actual world)? 


 


 Module 3: Powerup—a game where you are an avatar exploring energy systems 


and ecological ruin.  It is found here http://www.powerupthegame.org/home.html. 


Directions for playing are in the game and on the site (but it took me a while to 


figure out I had to push “e” when coming to a character to talk with them). Also, I 


have had students construct directions themselves, and these are found in Module 


3.  In this game, I want you to critique this game as a vestige of popular culture: 


o As a vestige of popular culture, how does the game itself represent 


sustainability, and what are the strengths and weaknesses of this vision? 


o Does the game reflect the problem structure of sustainability? 


o What is the role of social and political forces (are they represented at all?) 


o What literature (authors) does this work remind you of and why? 


o What strategies allowed you to fare better? What point does this belie in 


the game (i.e., what is the game structure telling you is supposed to work 


in the actual world)? 


 


 Module 4: Oryx and Crake  These posts are reviews of this novel.  Refer to the 


First Principles.   The work really wrestles with what it means to be human not 


only individually but as a species, and therefore it is taking on the issues of 


“defining our temple” that we wish to sustain—what role does science have in 


this “temple”? Equity and Justice? Dignity? Safety? Commerce? How do the 


author’s ideas and concerns work with First Principles?  What kind of insight 


does this speculative work bring to thinking about sustainaibility?  


 


Exams 
 


The purpose of the exams is to test your command over concepts. Exams are open for 24 


hours at the end of each module. They are 50 questions of multiple choice, 2 points each.  


You will have one hour and 115 minutes to complete the exam once it is opened. You 



http://www.3rdworldfarmer.com/

http://www.powerupthegame.org/home.html





may take the exam as often as you wish, but only the first attempt will count for your 


grade.  Save your answers as you go to minimize computer problems.   


 


 


 


 
 


If the reading is not in one of the course texts, you will find the article in the Media 


Library in either the "Readings" or the "Climate Change Reader" sections in Webcourses 


(one of the main buttons on the left side of the home page) or in the respective module. 


All modules are open, you may do the readings and assignments either in step with us or 


ahead of us if you so chose, though I will likely grade all assignments at once. 


 


Supplemental readings are not included in tests but are recommended for a more full 


understanding of the material. 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 







 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Module 1: Introduction and Defining the 
Terms 


3 weeks: May 16 – June 3 


Introduction—Defining the Terms 


 "The Concept of Sustainability" by Robert Goodland  


 Orr, “Four Challenges of Sustainability” 


 Princen, "Principle of Sufficiency" 


 This week is light reading so look ahead – and get a head-start reading Limits to 
Growth, most of the book is due in the next week.  


Principle Issues 


 Preface and Chpt 1-4, 6,7  in Limits to Growth 


 


Supplemental 


 Joel Cohen, “Human Population: The Next Half Century” 


 Arrow et al, “Are We Consuming Too Much?” (they answer no) 


 Daly et al respond to Arrow--  “Consuming Too Much for What?” 


Measuring Sustainability 


 Turner: “A comparison of The Limits to Growth with 30 years of reality” 


 Environmental Sustainability Index -- Read at least all the way through Chapter 2 in 
the "Full Report." 


 "Tracking the Ecological Overshoot of the Human Economy" by Wackernagel et al 


Assignments all due at 6pm in webcourses  
 Journal Essays 1D due 5/20; 1E due 5/27 ; and 1i due 6/2.  


 Synthetic Essay: Sierpinsksi Gasket exercise Due 6/3 at 6pm.  


 Exam 1: Open 6/3 at 6 am to 6/4 at 6pm  
 
 







 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Module 2: Development 


2 weeks: June 6- 17 
Modern Theories of Development  


 York, Rosa, and Dietz, “Footprints on the Earth: The Environmental Consequences of 
Modernity” 


 Bhagwati, “The Case for Free Trade” 


 Haque, “The Fate of Sustainable Development Under Neo-liberal Regimes in Developing 
Countries” 


 Brohman, J., Universalism, Eurocentrism, and the Ideological Bias in Development Studies: 
From Modernisation to Neoliberalism. 


Supplemental: 


 Schurman, “Snails,  


Ecological Moderniziation 


 Glasby, “Sustainable Development as a New Paradigm” 


 


The Subsistence Perspective 


 Mies and Bennholdt-Thomson,  Intro and Chapt 1in "The Subsistence Perspective"  


 Thompson, Biopiracy of Biodiversity , chapter four “Sustaining Farmers, Sustaining 
Harvests.” 


Supplemental: 


 Ridgeway, “Globalization from the Subsistence Perspective” 


 


Indigenous Knowledge Systems 


 The Book of Hopi, all of part 1. 


 


Assignments- due at 6pm in webcourses. 


 Journal Essays: 2A due 6/10; 2B due 6/13; 2c due 6/15.  


 Synthetic Essay: Third World Farmer due 6/17  
 Exam 2: Open from 6am June 16 to 6pm June 17.  


 







 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Module 3: Science and Society 


2 weeks: June 20- July 1 
 


Environmental Skepticism 


 Bjorn Lomborg,  "Predicament or Progress?"  


 Oreskes, "What's Proof Got to Do with it?" 


 Jacques and Altif, “Climate counter-movements in international perspective” 


 Orr and Ehrenfield, “None So Blind: The Problem of Ecological Denial” 


 


Precautionary Principle, Resilience and Sustainability Science 


 Tickner and Raffensberger, "The Precautionary Principle in Action" 


 Folke, “Resilience: The emergence of a perspective forsocial–ecological 
systems analyses” 


 Turner et al, “A framework for vulnerability analysis in sustainability science” 


 Lubchenco, “Waves of the Future” 


 


 


Assignments- due 6pm. 


 Journal Essays: 3A-B due 6/24; 3C due 6/27. 


 Synthetic Essay: Book Review of The Monkey Wrench Gang due 7/1 


 Exam 3: June 30 6 am- July 1 6pm.  
 
 







 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Module 4: Democracy, Ecology and the 
Collapse of Civilizations 


2 Weeks: July 5- 16 


 


Dark Ages and World Systems 


 “Collapse and Triggers into Dark Ages” by Sing Chew 


 All of Ponting, A Green History of the World, finish by next week 


 


Collapse of Civilizations 


 All of Ponting, A Green History of the World 


 


Supplemental 


J. A. Jameson (1884) “Is Our Civilization Perishable?” 
 


Assignments- all due 6p.m.  


 Journal Essays: 4A due 7/8; 4B due 7/13.  


 Synthetic Essay: Service Learning Field Report 7/15  


 Final Exam open July 14 at 6am to July 15 6 pm.  
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UCF MAIN CAMPUS 
Instructor 


website: 


http://ucf.academia.edu/PeterJacques 


Phone 407-823-6773   


FAX: 407-823-0051   


E-Mail: Peter.Jacques@ucf.edu 


urgent issues only please 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


CAVEAT DISCIPULI   ---- Read the whole syllabus before you ask any questions. Further, the 


Course Protocols in webcourses are part of this syllabus, and they contain my rules for the 


courses, e.g., when I round up to a higher final semester grade.  


 


Please be advised that this a 9 week class—half of the normal semester, but with the same credits 


= same amount of work . You will likely have to spend about 2 or more hours a day reading.  If 


you do not have time for this class (e.g., you have a heavy job schedule), it is better for you not 


to take the class.  


 


Course Description 


In this class we will survey several topics in (mostly U.S.) environmental politics and policy. 


This includes social concepts of nature, ideas and influences regarding nature, environmental 


political economy, and a survey of some specific environmental concerns such as pollution, 


resource extraction, environmental justice and sustainability.  We will discuss environmental and 


anti-environmental movements and ideologies in addition to the role of government, civil 


society, and political economy in relation to human ecology (which is how human groups and 


society relates to nature and other groups). 
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Course Objectives: 


In this course you will do more than learn material, though there is lot to learn! The course 


objectives here work on several levels. 


 


Academic: Students will come to understand a broad history of U.S. environmentalism, anti-


environmentalism, and thinking.  Students will learn about environmental ethics and policy, 


common pool and collective action problems in the environment, environmental justice, and the 


general institutional environment within which environmental policies are made (or ignored).   


 


Civic:  Students will evaluate, synthesize and apply models of civic theory to environmental 


problems. We will confront and interrogate what it means to be a citizen of a community, and 


how ecology interacts with our expectations of civic responsibility. 


 


Personal: In addition to learning, students of this course will reflect upon the notion of service, 


and consider their own expectations for environmental citizenship in a changing Earth system.   


Students will devote time and energy with others working on environmental challenges to think 


about what kind of life they want to live.  


 


Required Texts 
Textbooks 


 Environmental Policy Paradox, 5
th


 edition by Zachary Smith, Prentice Hall.--- (referred to 


as EPP here).  


 The Environmental Case, 2
ND


 edition by Judith Layzer, CQ Press—(referred to as TEC). 


Note there is a 3
rd


 edition that has needlessly been written, in my view, so I am sticking with 


the 2
nd


 which works very well. If you want to purchase the more expensive new version, it 


will still work, but the chapters assigned here are based on the older version. 


 


Additional Required Material 


 The Monkeywrench Gang, Edward Abbey 


 New York Times  at least 3x weekly (NYT)  You may get this FREE (YES FREE) at 


almost any library. OR, pay for student home delivery call NYT at 1-800 NYTIMES. 


Make sure you say you want a student subscription, they are cheaper. 


 


Grade Categories Description of the requirements Weight toward 


final grade 


(1000pnts) 


Journal Essays 10 minor essays (20 points each) 


 


200 


4 Exams  Based on readings and modules, 100 


points each  


            400 


4 Directed Synthetic Essays 


on Assignments 


1000 word synthetic essays   


1. Book Review 


2. Save the Peaks letter  


3. Fish Game Response 


4. Service learning 


            400 







 


 


Learning Modules:  


Within the course are detailed modules that replace my lectures from a face-to-face course, and 


will require time for you to go through them as if you were sitting in lecture. I have loaded in a 


lot of videos, etc...—these links are not necessary for you to follow, unless they are in the 


syllabus.  Otherwise links within the modules are there for the curious of mind only.  


 


Exams 
Exams will open at the end of each session (there are 4 primary modules): Environmentalism, 


The Commons, Environmental Justice, and Environmental Policy Regulatory Framework.  The 


exams will cover reading and module content, and will be 50 questions each, with 75 minutes to 


take the exam. Save your answers as you go to minimize computer problems!  The last exam – 


on the Environmental Policy Regulatory Framework will be during finals week, and will be your 


final exam, but will not be cumulative. It will be just like every other exam. You may take exams 


as often as you wish, but only the first attempt will count for your grade.   


 


Synthetic Essays  
 


See requirements for synthetic essays in Course Protocols as well as the grading forms for these 


larger essays. In this course, to receive an average or above average or outstanding grade in each 


of the below assignments, you must use concepts from 7 readings of the course, and explain 


them well.  Less than 7, or if there are errors in the concepts then a lower grade is earned.  


 


 Save the Peaks letter, Due at the End of Module 1.  In Module 1, you will read a bit about 


the ―Save the Peaks‖ movement. After reading about it, you will construct a letter, to be 


posted in the ―Save the Peaks‖ discussion section. Notice that this issue is about federal 


policy by a federal agency in charge of discharging the public interest. In this letter you are to 


take a position as to what this public interest is—what should the USFS do if it is 


accountable to the ―public‖? What civic purposes are observed in this case, what kind of 


civic concerns are being ignored?   


  


 Fish Game Response, Due at the end of Module 2.  In Module 2 you will play the Fish 


Game. In the ―Fish Game‖ discussion section, you will post your essays on this game.  In 


your response, note which set of institutions worked the best, what you think could be done 


to improve fishery management after your game, and discuss this in relation to the literature 


on the commons.  What public interests should fishery institutions, or any institution 


governing an environmental commons, attempt to achieve?  


 


Note- In the fish game it records your responses as you go—this is not what I want for the 


essay. I want you to reflect on the whole game afterward, and compare it to the work on the 


commons you are reading.    


 


 Book Review  
You will read 1 work of classic environmental fiction, The Monkeywrench Gang, an 


environmental studies classic literary work. The idea of reading fiction in a political science 







class is to be able to use the material to imagine other worlds, other life experiences, voices, 


and contexts to bring a more full educational experience to your class.  


 


Your book review must summarize the 2-3 most important points, makes connections to 


other thinking, and provides criticism.  It does not simply recapitulate the plot, rather it 


draws out meaningful and insightful moments in the plot or character development.  


All main points (especially the criticism) should have support taken from the book; brief 


quotes are essential for this support throughout your review.  This is a matter of balance 


because the paper needs to be made of your own thoughts, not a string of quotes you 


assemble from the book, nor can the review be absent of quotes. You need the Goldilocks 


approach to quoting where there is ―just the right amount‖ that support an assertion. After 


each quote, you should explain what the quote means and synthesize it into your essay. 


 


In particular, answer the question, ―What does freedom mean to Abbey, and what is the role 


of the state in this freedom?‖ 


 


 Service Learning Project, due at the end of Module 4.  


This is a service learning class.  Service learning is a university sanctioned type of class 


which includes community service as part of the curriculum.  You will do the service 


learning by volunteering with a non-profit or government organization related to 


environmental politics (which must be approved by the instructor) over the course of the 


semester for no less than 20 hours. See the appropriate section in Module 1 for the entire 


set of directions on writing the field report.  Like other synthetic essays, this must 


incorporate 7 readings, including Dobson. PLEASE  do the survey on your experience 


afterward at: 
http://www.explearning.ucf.edu/categories/For%20Students/Service-Learning/210_143.aspx  
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Module 1: Introduction to Environmental 
Politics and Environmentalism 


3 weeks:  May 16 – June 3 
 
Introduction 


 Begin Reading The Monkey Wrench Gang, review due during module 3 


 Chapts 1 and 2  in EPP 


 Chapter 1 in The Environmental Case (TEC) 


 Muir, "Save the Redwoods" 


 Vanderheiden: “Radical environmentalism in an age of antiterrorism” (this should help a lot in 
understanding/contextualizing Abbey’s novel and with your book review). 
 


Environmental Theory: Civics and Philosophy 
 CIVICS 


 Dobson: “Ecological Citizenship” 


 Nash: “Island Civilization: A Vision for Human Occupancy of the Earth in the Fourth Millenium” 


 Dagger: “Stopping Sprawl for the Good of All: The Case for a Civic Environmentalism” 
 
ETHICS 


 Jenni, “Western Environmental Ethics, An Overview 
 
Supplemental (supplemental readings are not required and are not on exams unless I cover these 
readings in modules): 


 Jacques, "Power and Death of the  Sea"—ontology as power 


 Taylor, “Place” as Prepolitical Grounds of  Democracy" 
 
Environmental History 


 Part One of American Environmentalism (Nash) 
 Dunlap, Xiao and McCright “Politics and Environment in America” 
 Chapt 13, The Environmental Case 


 
Supplemental 


 Jacques, et al “Organization of Denial” 
 Turner: “The Specter of Environmentalism: Wilderness, Environmental Politics, and the Evolution 


of the New Right” 
 


 
Assignments all due at 6pm in webcourses 


 Journal Essays 1A Environmental Groups due 5/20; 1B Thinking about Nature due 5/27 ; 
and 1C The Environmental Public Interest  due 6/2. 


 Synthetic Essay/ letter on the San Francisco Peaks issue Due 6/3 at 6pm. 
 Exam 1: Open 6/3 at 6 am to 6/4 at 6pm  







 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Module 2: The Commons 


2 weeks:  June 6- 17 
 
The Tragedy of the Commons 


 Hardin: “The Tragedy of the Commons” 


 TEC, chpt 10 and 11 


 Oreskes, on the Climate Consensus 
 Watch Oreskes’ 1 hour lecture on “The American Denial of Global 


Warming” here: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2T4UF_Rmlio 
 
Hardin’s Errors 


 Buck: “No Tragedy of the Commons” 


 Ostrom, et al “Revisiting the Commons” 


 Chpt 12 TEC  


 Eagle and Thomson, "Answering Lord Petty's Question: Dissecting 
Regulatory Overfishing." 


 
The Risk Society and Inverted Quarantines 


 Szasz: “The Dangerous Delusions of 'Inverted Quarantine'” 


 Moanna Jackson, “Indigenous Law and the Sea”  
 Scharper and Cunningham, “The Genetic Commons and the Neoliberal Enclosure 


of Life” 
 
Assignments- all due at 6 p.m. 


 Journal Essays: 2E CPR’s and Climate Change due 6/10; 2E Resilience 
and Justice in Climate Politics due 6/14.  


 Synthetic Essay:  Fish Game due 6/17 


 Exam 2: Open from 6am June 16 to 6pm June 17. 


 



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2T4UF_Rmlio





 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Module 3: Ecology, Justice and 
Democracy 


2 weeks:   June 20-  July 1 
 
Environmental Justice: the reality on the ground 


 Rindquist, “Equity and the Distribution of Environmental Risk” and  


 CHPT 4 and  5 in the TEC 


 Pollock and Vittes, "Who Bears the Burdens of Environmental Pollution? Race, 
Ethnicity, and Environmental Equity in Florida" 
 


The Reasons 


 Raquel Pinderhughes “The Impact of Race on Environmental Quality”  


 David Schlosberg: "Reconceiving  Environmental Justice: Global Movements and 
Political Theories,"  


 Antonio Regalado, “The Ukukus Wonder Why a Sacred Glacier Melts in Peru's 
Andes,” (in the global warming reader)  
 


American Indian Environmental Justice Problems 


 Lone Wolf v. Hitchcock  


 Churchill “Radioactive Colonialism” 
 
Assignments- all due 6 p.m. 


 Journal Essays: 3A Environmental Justice 6/24; 3C American Indian Environmental 
Justice 6/27 


 Synthetic Essay: Book Review of The Monkey Wrench Gang 


 Exam 3: June 30 6 am- July 1 6pm.  


 







 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Module 4: The US Regulatory 
Framework 


2 Weeks:  July 5- 16 


 
The Structure of US Government and Environmental Policy 


 Chpts 3 and 4 in EPP 


 Chpt 15 TEC 


 Davis and Forrester , " Past and Present Environmental Health Challenges in 
Southwestern Pennsylvania: Some Comments on the Right to a Clean Environment" 
 


Political Economy and Regulation 


 Chpt 5 and 6 EPP 


 Chpts  7, 8 and 14 TEC 


 Gifford Pinchot: "The Use of the National Forests" 
 
Supplemental 


 Foley et al "Global Consequences of Land Use 
 
Science and Society 


 Dunlap and McCright, “Widening Gap: Republican and Democratic Views on Climate” 
(climate change reader) 
 
Supplemental:  


 Boykoff, M.T., “Lost in translation? United States television news coverage of 
anthropogenic climate change, 1995–2004” (climate change reader) 


 Jasonoff, "Skinning Scientific Cats" 
 Chpt 18 TEC 
 Oreskes, "What’s Proof  Got to Do with it?” 
 Vitousek, et al "Human Domination of Earth's Ecosystems" 
 Lahsen, Climate Skepticism and the Risk Society (climate change reader) 


 
Assignments- all due 6p.m. 


 Journal Essays: 4A Policy Approaches due 7/8; 4B Authority and Enforcement due 7/11; 4C 
Political Economy due 7/13. 


 Synthetic Essay: Service Learning Field Report 7/15 
 Final Exam open July 14 at 6am to July 15 6 pm. 


 
 








 
 


inr4035 - International Political Economy 


Waltraud Q. Morales 


 


 


 


Syllabus 


Instructor Dr. Waltraud Q. Morales 


Class 


Hours 
online 


Office Phillips Hall 302, Main Campus 


Office 


Hours 
Tues/Thurs 4:00-5:30; Phillips Hall 302 


Phone 407-823-2608 main office; 407-823-2040 desk and voicemail 


E-mail morales@mail.ucf.edu 


Homepage http://politicalscience.cos.ucf.edu/content/people/index.html 


 


 


COURSE DESCRIPTION: 


International Political Economy (IPE) is a three-credit hour upper division course with no formal 


prerequisites, although lower division international relations courses such as INR 2002 may provide 


useful and necessary preparation. The course focuses on the interrelationship between international 
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politics and international economics, especially the process of globalization. With the end of the Cold 


War, expanded global interdependence and communication has provided conditions for greater 


international cooperation as well as conflict. Changes and continuities in the international political 


economy have impacted the personal and social choices of people everywhere. The course explores the 


important changes and continuities in IPE as well as related problems and opportunities these may 


present. 


First, we will survey the competing theories, economic history and recent development in IPE. Second, 


we will focus on the central political and economic actors and global organizations of IPE. Third, we will 


consider the major problems and issues in IPE and their potential policy solutions. Among these are 


economic development, markets and democratization, global poverty and inequality, illegal economic 


activities from arms to drugs, and the impact of technology and environmental constraints. Last, we will 


relate these problems and issues to specific country cases. 


COURSE OBJECTIVES: 


 An understanding of the critical interface between global politics and economics 


 An overview and critique of the competing theories of IPE 


 An investigation into the major issues and problems in IPE 


 Possible applications to specific country cases 


 And potential policy pitfalls and solutions. 


 


COURSE GRADING AND REQUIREMENTS: 


There are five grading components in the course worth 20 points each. First 


component:Â  Midterm.Â  Second component: Final.Â  


These two non-comprehensive exams consist of short answers, and multiple choice, true false 


questions. All exams are online. However, if you miss the first test (midterm) for any reason that is 


legitimate and can be documented (such as serious illness or emergency), you need to contact the 


instructor immediately. In that case your second test (or final) will be comprehensive and closed book, 


and MUST BE TAKEN ON CAMPUS IN PERSON in the computer lab and it must be scheduled in advance 


with the instructor. If you miss both tests and/or you fail to take the comprehensive second test you will 


receive a failing grade. 


Third component: CRITIQUE PAPER consists of a 5-10 page word processed document on a selected 


chapter fromÂ Real World Globalization. 


Fourth component: COUNTRY STRATEGY REPORT consists of 5-10 page word processed paper providing 


a strategic assessment of international political economic conditions for your assigned country case. 







Papers can only be submitted by uploading into the webcourses turnitin link on the 


homepage.Â  Detailed instructions for the assignment are found in the content module section. Follow 


these instructions very carefully.Â Papers that are not uploaded by the due date will be considered 


late.Â  Late receipt of papers may reduce your score by 5 points each regular day late. Contact the 


instructor in advance if you anticipate a problem. (If the class is very large, written assignments may be 


group projects. If that is the case you will be advised and assigned to groups.) 


Fifth component: Discussion Postings, or your responsible participation in discussion topics and forums, 


completion of web assignments and overall collaboration and interaction with your classmates. Again, if 


the class size is large this may involve group activities. In that event, you will be advised and will be 


expected to cooperate and be an asset to your group. Failure to post and to maintain communication, 


cooperation, and collaboration will affect your grade and may prevent you from achieving the highest 


grade. 


In writing your papers don't forget that plagiarism is claiming someone else's work as your own by 


failure to cite or reference properly. You need to learn how to fully cite your sources, so consult any 


standard reference system, (Chicago Manual of Style, MLA, etc.). See the Political Science department 


and graduate studies web site for more explanation of these issues. Cheating is unjust and results in an 


automatic "F." 


Grading may use plusses and minuses and is rigorous. Remember that borderline grades can go either 


way, so that an excellent record of forum discussions (both quantity and quality) and constructive 


collaboration with your classmates will impact your final grade.Â  


The Instructor reserves the right to alter and update the syllabus and schedule at any time when 


necessary for proper functioning of the course, and it is the student's responsibility to be aware of 


these changes. 


Evaluation and Grading 


My grading scale uses the specific letter grade and points assigned as noted below: 


Letter Grade Points 


A 93 â€“ 100 points 


A- 90 â€“ 92 points 


B+ 87 â€“ 89 points 


B 83 â€“ 86 points 


B- 80 â€“ 82 points 


C+ 77 â€“ 79 points 







C 73 â€“ 76 points 


C- 70 â€“ 72 points 


D+ 67 â€“ 69 points 


D 63 â€“ 66 points 


D- 60 â€“ 62 points 


F 59 and below 


 


COURSE TEXTBOOKS: 


David N. Balaam, and Bradford Dillman,Â Introduction to International Political Economy, 5th ed. 


(Upper Saddle River, NJ: Longman/Pearson, 2011). [IIPE]. (ISBN-13: 978-0-205-79138-5) 


Bhandari, Ravi, Chris Sturr, and the Dollars & Sense Collective, eds.,Â Real World Globalization, 10th 


ed. (Somerville, MA: Dollars and Sense, Economic Affairs Bureau, 2009). [Real World G]. (ISBN-13: 978-


1-878585-76-9) 


The books below are recommended only if you want to know more; you are not tested on them but they 


do link up with and amplify material in some of the modules. 


Robert L. Heilbroner,Â The Worldly Philosophers: The Lives, Times and Ideas of the Great Economic 


Thinkers, 7th ed. revised (Simon & Schuster Trade Paperbacks, 1999). [Worldly]. A classic and ONLY 


RECOMMENDED for those who want to know more. 


Daniel Yergin, and Joseph Stanislaw,Â The Commanding Heights: The Battle for the World Economy (New 


York: Simon and Schuster Trade Paperbacks, 2002). The companion book to an award-winning video 


program. Some of modules draw on this but it is also just RECOMMENDED primarily for background 


reading for those who are interested in learning more. 


 


WHATâ€™S EXPECTED REGARDING THE READINGS: 


The TWO Required Texts must be read carefully, critically and on a timely basis before completing 


online assignments. (Note:Â  Although there are earlier editions of the texts, these are not 


recommended since there seem to be significant additions and updates in the 5th edition.Â  If you use 


earlier editions, it is your responsibility to be sure you have all the material.)Â  


Recommended readings will further your knowledge and may help you do better in the course, but you 


will not be tested on them directly and your first priority is to read the required materials. 







Cramming at the last minute or doing your assignments late will not permit you to successfully 


assimilate and understand the material, much less allow you the time needed to develop critical 


perspectives. You are expected to ask key questions and to discuss this material intelligently in 


discussion forums. Late assignments generally will not be accepted and will lose points. So plan 


accordingly and work ahead. Contact the instructor if you have special problems. 


There may be SHORT POP QUIZZES or other additional assignments if the class is consistently 


unprepared or unresponsive in discussion postings and forums. Pop quizzes will impact your 


participation grade and cannot be made up if any of these are missed. Keeping up with the class 


discussion and course materials will facilitate your successful completion of class assignments. 


 


SELECTED WEB RESOURCES: 


 CIA World Fact Book and regional maps: http://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook 


 Dollars and Sense: http://www.dollarsandsense.org/ 


 Center for Economic and Policy Research: http://www.cepr.net/ 


 People & Planet, web site of an organization of university students concerned with world 


poverty, environment and human rights: http://www.peopleandplanet.org 


 United Nations and listing of IGOs or intergovernmental international organizations: 


http://www.un.org/ 


 Yahoo!-Regional: Countries, listing of all countries, maps, and statistical data: 


http://www.yahoo.com/regional/countries/ 


 


Technology Requirements and Computer Skills: 


Technology Expectations for Use 


E-mail: 


 


See E-Mail 


Protocols 


Primarily useÂ  webcourses internal mail to communicate with the 


instructor and to communicate with your classmates. If you have a 


problem, first try to resolve it with your classmates in order to help create 


a cooperative learning community based on self-help and group support. 


Also see the help discussion topic, "Friendly Help," for questions and 


answer postings on often asked questions and problems. If you need help 


from the instructor first use webcourse mail and use regular email only as 


a last resort: (morales@mail.ucf.edu); and be sure that course 


communication with the instructor identifies the course in the subject line: 



http://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook

http://www.dollarsandsense.org/

http://www.cepr.net/

http://www.peopleandplanet.org/

http://www.un.org/

http://www.yahoo.com/regional/countries/
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INR 4035.Â  E-mail will be answered once a day by the instructor, or as 


soon as possible. For all technical and computer problems see the link on 


the course homepage. 


Webcourses: 


Since web activities are important you should be sure you are comfortable 


with webcourses.Â  Take the webcourses tutorial to familiarize yourself 


and take the optional orientation quiz.Â  See the link on the course 


homepage. 


Technical and 


webcourses 


help: 


For all technical and computer problems and webcourses help see the link 


on the course homepage. 


 


 


Class Assignments: 


Grade Categories Description of the requirements 
Percent 


of grade 


Critique Paper 
5-10 page analysis and critique of a selected chapter 


fromÂ Real World Globalization. 
20% 


Midterm Exam 
Open book short answer and multiple choice and true/false 


questions based on readings and discussions of main texts. 
20% 


Final Exam 
Open book short answer and multiple choice and true/false 


questions based on readings and discussions of main texts. 
20% 


Country Strategy 


Report 


5-10 page strategic assessment for a selected country (only 


one student to a country). Depending on class size, this may 


be an individual or a group project. If the latter, you will be 


informed and assigned to a country group. 


20% 


Discussion Postings 


and Internet 


Assignments 


Quality and on-time postings to discussion topics, readings 


and internet assignments found in course modules. 
20% 







 Further instructions and details for the writing assignments (paper and report) can be found in 


"Assignments" and may also be linked within modules. 


 Details of discussion, internet and reading assignments are included within and at the end of 


each of the learning modules. 


 


Overview of Grading and Deadlines: 


Grading and evaluation: 


Grading includes plusses and minuses and is rigorous. Borderline 


grades can go either way. An excellent record of class discussion 


and participation may improve your final grade. 


Discussion and 


participation; and 


Internet activities: 


Meaningful substantive discussion and on-time online 


participation in the discussions and Internet activities comprise 


an important component of your course grade. Failure to fulfill 


this responsibility will lower your grade by as much as 20 points. 


Deadlines: 


Specific due dates are noted in the specific assignments, and 


online class schedule (found on the homepage), and may be 


posted on the calendar. 


Posting Due Dates: Modules open at the beginning of the week 


on Monday and posting and internet assignments for each 


module are due a week later by the following Sunday by 


midnight. 


All other assignments are also due by midnight on the specified 


due dates as noted on the schedule (NOT on assignment upload 


links). 


Late, make-up and below-


standard work: 


Late assignments are penalized as much as 5 points each day 


late. Contact the instructor if you are anticipating a problem. 


Academic Honesty: 


Plagiarism and Cheating of any kind on an examination, quiz, or 


assignment will result at least in an "F" for that assignment (and 


may, depending on the severity of the case, lead to an "F" for the 


entire course) and may be subject to appropriate referral to the 


Office of Student Conduct for further action. See the UCF Golden 


Rule for further information. I will assume for this course that 


you will adhere to the academic creed of this University and will 



http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/





maintain the highest standards of academic integrity. In other 


words, don't cheat by giving answers to others or taking them 


from anyone else. I will also adhere to the highest standards of 


academic integrity, so please do not ask me to change (or expect 


me to change) your grade illegitimately or to bend or break rules 


for one person that will not apply to everyone. 


Disability Statement: 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing 


reasonable accommodations for all persons with disabilities. This 


syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students 


with disabilities who need accommodations in this course must 


contact the professor at the beginning of the semester to discuss 


needed accommodations. No accommodations will be provided 


until the student has met with the professor to request 


accommodations. Students who need accommodations must be 


registered with Student Disability Services, Student Resource 


Center Room 132, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone 


(407) 823-2116, before requesting accommodations from the 


professor. 


 


 
 


This page was last updated on March 13, 2011. 


Pages are maintained by Waltraud Q. Morales and the 


Techrangers at Course Development & Web Services, IT&R. 


Intellectual content Â© Copyright 2011, Waltraud Q. Morales. 


All other content Â© Copyright 2011, University of Central Florida 
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INR4243 - International Politics of Latin America 


Waltraud Q. Morales  


Syllabus 


Summer A 2011 


Instructor Contact 


Instructor Dr. Waltraud Q. Morales 


Office Phillips Hall 302 F, Main Campus 


Office 


Hours 
TTH 4:00-5:30 p.m. 


Phone 407-823-2040; main office 407-823-2608 


E-mail morales@mail.ucf.edu  


Homepage http://politicalscience.cos.ucf.edu/content/people/index.html 


Course Information 


Course Name INR4243 - International Politics of Latin America 


Credit Hours 3 Credit Hours 


Semester/Year Summer A 2011 


Location TTH 6:00--9:50 p.m., CL1, Room 205 


Course Description 


The course focuses on U.S.-Latin American relations.Â  Topics range from diplomatic history of 


the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, the region's struggle for economic and political 


development, U. S. military interventions, revolutionary instability and counterinsurgency, 


terrorism and the drug war, and future U. S. -Latin American relations. 


Course Objectives 


 Learn history of inter-American relations 


 Evaluate U. S. policy in the hemisphere 


 Develop policy alternatives 


 Develop analysis and writing skills 


Required Texts 
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 Smith, Peter H.Â  Talons of the Eagle:Â  Latin America, the United States, and the 


World, 3rd. ed.Â  New York:Â  Oxford University Press, 2008. 


 Schlesinger, Stephen, and Stephen Kinzer.Â  Bitter Fruit: The Story of American Coup in 


Guatemala, revised edition.Â  Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2005. 


 Munoz, Heraldo.Â  The Dictator's Shadow:Â  Life Under Augusto Pinochet.Â  New 


York:Â  Basic Books, 2008. 


Course Requirements 


There are four grading components to the course worth 25 points each. 


1. Midterm consisting of essays and objective identifications or short answers. Or, if online 


component multiple choice questions. 


2. Non-comprehensive Final of similar composition as midterm. 


3. Analysis paper of 8-10 word processed pages on Bitter Fruit. 


4. Analysis paper of 8-10 word processed pages on The Dictator's Shadow (further 


instructions will be posted online). 


Missed Assignments, Make-Ups, Extra Credit 


If you miss an exam or assignment you will need a medical excuse, and be required to take a 


comprehensive final exam.Â  Assignments and papers not submitted by the due date on the 


schedule and as instructed will lose 5 points for each calendar day (not class day) late.Â  The 


Analysis Papers must be submitted to turnitin via webcourses to receive full credit.Â  Further 


instructions will be posted online.Â  There is NO extra credit. Do the required readings and 


assignments on time and well and you will do well in the course. 


Evaluation and Grading 


The final course grade is largely based on the following scale:Â  


Letter Grade Points 


A 93 â€“ 100 points 


A- 90 â€“ 92 points 


B+ 87 â€“ 89 points 


B 83 â€“ 86 points 


B- 80 â€“ 82 points 


C+ 77 â€“ 79 points 


C 73 â€“ 76 points 


C- 70 â€“ 72 points 


D+ 67 â€“ 69 points 


D 63 â€“ 66 points 


D- 60 â€“ 62 points 







F 59 and below 


Assignment Percentage of Grade 


Midterm 25% 


Final 25% 


Analysis Paper: Bitter Fruit 25% 


Analysis Paper: Dictator's Shadow 25% 


Total 100% 


Attendance Policy 


Regular attendance is required in order to do well in the class.Â  Materials are covered in class 


that are not in the readings, and vice versa.Â  Active participation in class discussion is a key 


component of your attendance, and will impact your final grade, especially if you are on the 


borderline. 


Academic Honesty 


Plagiarism and Cheating of any kind on an examination, quiz, or assignment will result at least in 


an "F" for that assignment (and may, depending on the severity of the case, lead to an "F" for the 


entire course) and may be subject to appropriate referral to the Office of Student Conduct for 


further action. See the UCF Golden Rule for further information. I will assume for this course 


that you will adhere to the academic creed of this University and will maintain the highest 


standards of academic integrity. In other words, don't cheat by giving answers to others or taking 


them from anyone else. I will also adhere to the highest standards of academic integrity, so 


please do not ask me to change (or expect me to change) your grade illegitimately or to bend or 


break rules for one person that will not apply to everyone. 


Disability Statement 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all 


persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students 


with disabilities who need accommodations in this course must contact the professor at the 


beginning of the semester to discuss needed accommodations. No accommodations will be 


provided until the student has met with the professor to request accommodations. Students who 


need accommodations must be registered with Student Disability Services, Student Resource 


Center Room 132, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before 


requesting accommodations from the professor. 


Schedule 


Week/Date Topic Assignments 
Reading Due 


Dates 
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Week 1  


Introduction and Monroe 


Doctrine;Â  Intervention and Roosevelt 


Corollary 


Smith, Introduction; 


Chs 1-2  
5/17-19 


Week 2 
Good Neighbor Policy; Latin American 


Responses to Imperialism 
Smith, Chs 3-4 5/24-26 


Week 3 


Cold War Interventions: Guatemala and 


Cuba  


Bitter Fruit Analysis Paper DUE (see 


online assignment instructions) 


Smith, Chs 5-6 


5/31-6/2  


6/2 


Thursday  


Week 4 


MIDTERM EXAM  


Development, Neoliberalism and Drug 


Wars; Panama Invasion 


All materials to date  


Smith, Chs 7-8 


6/7-Tuesday  


6/7-6/9 


Week 5 


Dictator's Shadow Analysis Paper DUE  


Globalization, Anti-U.S. Hegemony and 


Terrorism 


Smith, Chs 9-10 


6/14-Tuesday  


6/14-6/16 


Week 6 


New Latin America?:Â  Populism and 


Democracy  


FINAL EXAM 


Smith, Chs 11-12  


Final Exam will be 


held from 6:00-9:50 


6/21-6/23  


6/23-


Thursday 
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UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL FLORIDA 
CPO 3103-A001: COMPARATIVE POLITICS 


SUMMER 2011 
 


Professor: Myunghee Kim                   Office: PH311f 
Class: MTWTh 10:00 – 11:50 am      Office Hours: MW 12:40 – 1:40 pm 
Class Room: CL1 103            (& by appointment) 
E-mail: myukim@mail.ucf.edu      Office Phone: x36247 
CPO 3103 introduces comparative politics as a subfield of political science.  This course is 
designed to develop the understandings and skills to major or minor in political science by 
examining the world’s different political systems.  Two main objectives are: 1) understandings 
of fundamental concepts in major four aspects of political science – structural, historical-cultural, 
behavioral, and global aspects; 2) comparisons of the major aspects of liberal democratic and 
non-democratic ideologies, political economic features of democratic and authoritarian regimes, 
key institutions, political parties, interest groups, political issues, and cleavages.  
 


REQUIREMENTS 
 


Readings 
 


O’Neil, Patrick H.  Essentials of Comparative Politics.  3rd Edition.  New York: W. W. Norton, 
2010. 


 
All other reserved readings, articles, and chapters of various books are listed from page 4 to 5 in 
this syllabus.  
 


Examinations 
 
Four examinations are required for this course.  The midterm examination is 20 percent each and 
the final examination is 25 percent of your total grade.  The midterm examination will be held on 
May 25, June 7, and June 16 during the class, and the final examination will be taken on the last 
day of the class (June 23).  The details on examinations will be discussed during the class.  
Without instructor’s prior permission to a specific student, there will be no make-up 
examinations.  You will not be permitted to take the exam if you arrive more than fifteen 
minutes after the beginning of an exam or after the first student has finished. 
 


Assignment 
 
Homework assignments for information/data gathering or quizzes will be given during classes.  
Five percent of the total grade is assigned for the miscellaneous assignments.  Late submission 
will be subjected to be one grade lower for each class day. 
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Attendance 
 


Students in this course are required to be present in the class as well as to participate in 
discussions.  In each class, participants have to follow the readings to contribute group 
discussion and debates as well as to submit the assignments.  Attendance consists of 10 percent 
of your total grade.  If a student has to be absent a class, it is the person’s responsibility to 
provide an appropriate (official) document.  Without official documents, the absence will be 
deducted from your grade. 
 


FINAL GRADE 
 
In sum, your grade will be determined by: 


midterm exams 60% (each 20%), 
final exam 25%, 
attendance 10%, 
quiz and assignment 5% 


 
100-90 A; 89-80 B; 79-70 C; 69-60 D; lower than 60 F 
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POLICIES 
 


 Follow the Golden Rule. 
 Any disruptive and disrespectful behavior to me and to other participants will result in F. Be 


professional, courteous and sensitive to the rights of others. 
 Raise your hand and ask to be recognized.  Do not interrupt. 
 Late submissions are discouraged. Assignments submitted after the due date will be penalized 


by a deduction of one letter grade, and the deduction is cumulated by each class day. No work 
will be accepted more than a week after the deadline. 


 Plagiarism, the purposeful or accidental use of source material by other writers without giving 
appropriate credit, is a crime! If any indication of plagiarism is shown in a participant’s 
assignment, the participant will receive an F for the assignment. 


 No extra credit assignments will be permitted. 
 Do not miss quizzes and exams. Without instructor’s prior permission to a specific student 


and without official documents, there will be no make-up examinations. 
 You will not be permitted to take the exam if you arrive more than fifteen minutes after the 


beginning of an exam or after the first student has finished. 
 Do not miss documentaries. I do not lend documentaries to a student. 
 Homework assignment or paper as a form of e-mail attachment is not accepted. 
 Homework, if it is given, should be type-written and stapled. 
 Do not be late for class. If you are late, it is your responsibility to inform me at the end of the 


class. Otherwise, it will be regarded as absence. 
 If you need to leave earlier, inform me at the beginning of the class. Otherwise, it can be 


regarded as absence. 
 Tape recording and videotaping are NOT allowed without instructor’s permission in advance. 
 Turn off your cell phone, blackberries, and other electronic devices (including headsets and i-


pod). You are NOT allowed to answer your phone calls or to send text messages during the 
class meeting time. 


 Laptop computer is not allowed. 
 I often communicate via e-mail, e.g., changes of schedule, announcement, etc. Thus, pay 


attention to the e-mail messages from me. It is your responsibility to manage your e-mail 
account. 


 An individual who is not enrolled in this course is not allowed to be in the classroom during 
the class time. 


 The instructor reserves the right to adjust the syllabus in the course of the semester/session. 
 
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all 
persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students with 
disabilities who need accommodations in this course must contact the professor at the beginning of 
the semester to discuss needed accommodations (Please notify me no later than the end of the first 
week of class concerning any academic accommodations you will need). No accommodations will be 
provided until the student has met with the professor to request accommodations. Students who 
need accommodations must be registered with Student Disability Services, Student Resource 
Center Room 132, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting 
accommodations from the professor. 
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TENTATIVE SCHEDULE 
 


Day 1 (May 16). Introduction, Basics of Politics and Political Science 
Introduction to the course.  Review Syllabus. 
Reading: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 1 “Introduction” (pp. 1-2) 
 
Day 2 (May 17). Analyzing Politics, Comparative Methods 
Readings: 


 Hoover, Kenneth, and Todd Donovan.  The Elements of Social Scientific Thinking.  8th 
Edition.  New York: St. Martin’s Press, 2004.  (Ch. 2 “The Elements of Science,” pp. 15-
44). 


 King, Gary, Robert R. Keohane, and Sidney Verba.  Designing Social Inquiry: Scientific 
Inference in Qualitative Research.  Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1994.  Ch. 
1 “The Science in Social Science” (pp. 3-33). 


 
Day 3 (May 18). Development of Comparative Politics    
Readings: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 1 “Introduction” (pp. 2-20) 
 
Day 4 (May 19). Development of State 
Reading: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 2 “States” (pp. 21-34) 
 
Day 5 (May 23). State Power 
Reading: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 2 “States” (pp. 35-46) 
 
Day 6 (May 24). Nations, Society, Ideology 
Reading: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 3 “Nations and Society” (pp. 44-76) 
 
Day 7(May 25). Examination I 
 
Day 8 (May 26). Political Economy 
Reading: 
 O’Neil, Ch. 4, “Political Economy” (pp. 77-108) 
 
Day 9 (May 31). Democratic Governance 
Reading: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 5 “Democratic Regimes” (pp. 109-118) 
 







 5


Day 10 (June 1). Elections 
Reading: 
O’Neil, Ch. 5 “Democratic Regimes” (pp. 129-140) 
 
Days 11 and 12 (June 2, 6). Political Parties and Constitutional Design 
Reading: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 5 “Democratic Regimes” (pp. 118-128) 
 
Day 13 (June 7). Examination II 
 
Days 14 and 15 (June 8, 9). Nondemocracies 
Reading: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 6 “Nondemocratic Regimes” (pp. 141-166) 
 
Day 16 (June 13). Communism 
Reading: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 8 “Communism and Postcommunism” (pp. 197-214) 
 
Days 17 and 18 (June 14, 15). Postcommunism 
Reading: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 8 “Communism and Postcommunism” (pp. 214-229) 
 
Day 19 (June 16). Examination III 
 
Day 20 (June 20). Imperialism, Post Imperialism, Democratization 
Reading: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 9 “Less-Developed and Newly Industrializing Countries” (pp. 230-260) 
 
Day 21 (June 21). Globalization 
Reading: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 11 “Globalization” (pp. 291-317) 
 
Day 22 (June 22). Political Violence 
Reading: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 11 “Political Violence” (pp. 261-290) 
 
Day 23 (June 23). Final Examination 
Good luck! 








 


Syllabus 


This course explores Amercian Political Thought from colonial times to the present.  
Special emphasis will be placed on the Founding and on voices of dissent. 


Required Texts: 


Dolbeare and Cummings, American Political Thought (6th ed), CQ Press 
Henry Adams, Democracy: An American Novel, Plume Press 
Hamilton, Madison and Jay, The Federalist Papers, Signet Press 
Zora Neal Hurston, Their Eyes Were Watching God, Perennial Press 


 
 


Requirements: 


 


Assignment Percentage of Final Grade 


Quizzes 10% 


Participation 20% 


Assignments 20% 


Midterm Exam 20% 


Final Exam 30% 


 
 


All quizzes and tests are open book. 


I will use the +/- grading system (e.g., 80-82=B- and 87-89=B+). 


 
 


Expectations For The Requirements 







Quizzes: Quizzes will be five question multiple choice quizzes. They will be drawn from 
the assigned readings.  Quizzes will become available on Thursday and Friday.  You 
will have 30 minutes to complete the quiz. I will drop your lowest quiz grade. 


Participation:  Participation will be graded by your response(s) to the Participation 
Questions. Each student is expected to post answers to the Participation Questions to 
their Participation Group. I expect your first post to be a substantive and thoughtful 
answer to the question posed. I expect your first post to be at least 50 words long or 
longer. I encourage more postings so that these become discussion sections as if we 
were in a seminar. These questions will help you prepare for the Essay Exams. As long 
as you make a substantive post for each Participation Question you will receive a grade 
of "A" for that posting. You must post for all seven Participation Questions. 


Assignments: Assignments are very short projects. The Assignments will require a 
posting of 150-300 words to my Course Mail. As long as you answer all the parts of the 
Assignment and make thoughtful comments you will receive a grade of "A" for that 
posting. You must post for all four Assignments. I encourage discussion following your 
original posting. 


Essay Exams: Essay Exams will be responses to one of two or three questions I ask. 
The Essay should be between 1200-2000 words (about 5-8 pages) and should be 
posted to Course Mail. Essays exceeding 2000 words will be assessed a one grade 
penalty. You will be able to answer the Essay question with just the material covered in 
this course, but you may use other material. If you do use other material cite clearly. 
Plagiarism will result in an F grade for the course. 
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Schedule 


 


Date Topic Readings Assignments 


5/16-
5/22 
Module 
1 


Pre-Revolutionary Thought APT 1-68 Participation 
Question #1 
Assignment 
#1 


5/23-
5/29 
Module 
2 


The Federalists TFP #1, 9, 10, 51 52, 55-
57, 62, 63, 70, 78 


APT 114-127  


Participation 
Question #2 
Assignment 
#2 
Quiz #1 


5/30-6/5 
Module 
3 


Two Visions for a New Republic & 
The Slavery Debate 


APT 127-184 & APT 206-
247 


Participation 
Question #3 
Quiz #2 


6/6-6/12 
Module 
4 


Midterm Exam  Midterm Exam 


6/13-
6/19 
Module 
5 


Corruption Power and Politics Adams (all) Participation 
Question #4 
Quiz #3 


6/20-
6/26 
Module 
6 


Populists and Progressives APT 296-300 & APT 370-
405 


Participation 
Question #5 
Assigment #3 
Quiz #4 


6/27-7/3 
Module 
7 


Voices for Women’s Rights and 
Alternative Voices 


APT 201-205 


APT 261-271 


APT 320-369 


Participation 
Question #6 
Assigment #4 
Quiz #5 


7/4-7/10 
Module 
8 


Everyday Politics and the Civil 
Rights Movement 


Hurston (all) 


APT 433-440 


Participation 
Question #7 
Quiz #6 


7/11- Final Exam   







7/17 
Module 
9 
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Syllabus 


This course examines the development of the various ideologies that responded to that 
first modern ideology, Classical Liberalism. 


Required Texts: 


Ball and Dagger, Political Ideologies and the Democratic Ideal (7th ed) 
Ball and Dagger, Ideals and Ideologies (7th ed) 


 
 


Requirements: 


 


Assignment Percentage of Final Grade 


Participation 20% 


Assignments 20% 


Midterm Exam 25% 


Final Exam 35% 


 
 


All quizzes and tests are open book. 


I will use the +/- grading system (e.g., 80-82=B- and 87-89=B+). 


 
 


Expectations For The Requirements 


Participation: Participation will be graded by your response(s) to the Participation 
Questions. Each student is expected to post answers to the Participation Questions to 
their Group Discussion. I expect your first post to be a substantive and thoughtful 
answer to the question posed. I expect your first post to be at least 40-50 words long or 
longer. I encourage more postings so that these become discussion sections as if we 
were in a seminar. These questions will help you prepare for the Essay Exams. As long 







as you make a substantive post for each Participation Question you will receive a grade 
of “A” for that posting. You must post for all 7 Participation Questions. 


Assignments: Assignments are Internet based very short projects. They involve 
applying your knowledge of ideologies to contemporary issues and basic political 
questions. Usually I will provide all the web sites necessary for the Assignment, but if 
you find something else of value please share. The Assignments will require a posting 
of 100-350 words to my Course Mail.  You may also discuss the Assignments in your 
Group Discussion. As long as you answer all the parts of the Assignment and make 
thoughtful comments you will receive a grade of “A” for that posting. You must post for 
all 6 Assignments. 


Essay Exams: Essay Exams will be responses to one of two or three questions I ask. 
The Essay should be between 1200-2000 words (about 5-8 pages). Essays exceeding 
2000 words will be assessed a one grade penalty. The Essay will ask you to make 
comparisons between and among the ideologies. You will be able to answer the Essay 
question with just the material covered in this course, but you may use other material. If 
you do use other material cite clearly. Plagiarism will result in an F grade for the course. 
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Schedule 


 


Date Topic Readings Assignments 


May 16-22 
(Module 1) 


Introduction PI 1 & II 1 Participation 
Question #1 
Assignment #1 


May 23-29 
(Module 2) 


The Democratic Ideal PI 2 & II 2 Participation 
Question #2 
Assignment #2 


May 30–June 5 
(Module 3) 


Liberalism PI 3 & II 3 Participation 
Question #3 
Assignment #3 


June 6-12 
(Module 4) 


Conservatism PI 4 & II 4 Participation 
Question #4 


June 13-19 
(Module 5) 


Midterm Exam  Midterm Exam 


June 20-26 
(Module 6) 


Marxism, Communism and Socialism PI 5&6 & 


II 5&6 


Participation 
Question #5 
Assigment #4 


June 27-July 3 
(Module 7) 


Fascism PI 7 & II 7 Participation 
Question #6 
Assigment #5 


July 4-10 
(Module 8) 


Green Politics PI 9 & ii9 Participation 
Question #7 
 


July 11-17 
(Module 9) 


Final Exam   
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COURSE SYLLABUS 
 


INR 2002 
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 


 
Kurt B. Young, Ph.D. 


Department of Political Science / African American Studies Program 
University of Central Florida 


 
 
Section:  WD59 
Term:     Summer 2011  
Course Location: N/A 
Course Time:    Web course 
Credits:    3 Credit Hours 


Office Location: 311-D Phillips Hall 
Office Hours: Wed 10am - 2pm  
Office Telephone:   407-823-2984 
Email:     kurt.young@ucf.edu 


 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 


 
International Relations-Theory and Practice is “an analysis of the fundamental principles and 
factors affecting interstate relations and their application to contemporary global 
developments.” 
 


This is an exciting time to study the many global transformations taking place.  At the 
same time, the current international environment is producing significant levels of change, 
uncertainty and anxiety.  The broad aim of this course is to introduce students to the field of 
international relations and its theoretical approaches to understanding this global reality.  
More specifically, the course is a critical examination of the historical contexts, prevailing 
assumptions and the complex contemporary affairs that comprise the scope of international 
relations today.  Throughout the semester, our analyses will be guided by three central 
themes.  First, the fullest understanding of the contemporary global environment requires an 
appreciation of the historical forces that shape them.  Second, appreciating international 
realities must be accompanied by a systematic critique of the core assumptions that govern 
them.  Finally, exploring traditional and alternative perspectives in international relations is 
vital for understanding the totality of contemporary global dynamics.  From these 
perspectives, students will be challenged to both dissect and reflect on important concepts in 
world affairs such as the state, nationalism, globalization, terrorism and their meaning in 
international relations discourse. 
 
 


GENERAL OBJECTIVES 
 
 Relying on lectures by the professor, critical dialog, and student research, the 
course objective is that at the end of the semester students will have been provided with 
the ability to:   
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 Analyze contemporary issues using the fundamental theoretical and 
methodological approaches in international relations; 


 Analyze and understand global systems and organizations. 
 Examine and analyze interactions between international actors and institutions; 
 Display an understanding of current international transformations, affairs and 


conflicts; and 
 Demonstrate basic skills for critical thinking, analyzing, and discussing matters of 


international importance. 
 
 


REQUIRED TEXTS 
 


 World Politics: Trend and Transformation, 12th Ed., Charles W. Kegley, Jr. 
 


 Taking Sides: Clashing Views on Controversial Issues in World Politics, 13th Ed., 
John T. Rourke. 


 
 


GRADING SCALE 
 


90  -  100  A 
80  -  89 B 
70  -  79 C 
60  -  69 D 
59 or lower   F 


 
 


ASSIGNMENT GRADE DISTRIBUTION 
 


Course Discussions/Postings:    20 percent.  
Research Proposal:      10 percent.  
Photo Essay:      20 percent.  
Mid-Term Examination:     20 percent.  
Final Examination:      30 percent.  
Total:        100 percent. 


 
 


CLASS ASSIGNMENTS & PROTOCOLS 
 
Participation & Discussion Guidelines: 
 Students are expected to consistently participate in online discussions.  In order to 
do so, it is critical that all readings be completed as scheduled.  Students will be assigned 
to research groups/themes listed below.  Please be prepared to engage group members 
while respecting the views and opinions of other students as outlined in the course 
protocols listed below.   
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In each curriculum Lesson, after completing the assigned reading, look for the 
discussion questions. Then, go to the Webcourses Discussions link, select the topic that 
corresponds to your assigned group, and answer the question(s) for each lesson in the 
thread that has been set up for that lesson.  Students must adhere to the following 
discussion post protocols:  


 
1. Once discussion groups have been unlocked and you have read the posting 


protocols, you will be able to begin posting answers and comments to the lesson 
questions.     


2. The deadline for discussion responses will always be 10:00 pm on the final 
Thursday of each lesson (see course schedule in syllabus).   


3. You must post in a “timely” manner.  Timely posting is defined simply as the posting 
of at least the initial answer(s) to question(s) on the Wednesday (by 10pm) before 
the Thursdays that lesson postings are due.  Remember, full discussion postings 
must be completed by 10pm Thursday. 


4. Make certain that you are posting answers and comments for questions in the 
appropriate thread (LESSON ONE, LESSON TWO, etc.).  Repeat, do not start your 
own thread outside of the "LESSON" threads.   


5. Once you have begun to post IN the lesson thread, you can create other 
subthreads IN the lesson thread if you like.  Note: Your posts will be deleted and 
will not be count if you do not follow these guidelines!  


6. There should be no new threads beyond the lesson threads I have created.  This is 
to keep the posting clean and easy to navigate.  You should only post items that 
relate to a question, debate, answer, etc. in the lessons.  Others will be deleted.  
Post non-lesson related items elsewhere (main, help, notes, announcements, etc.).   


7. Your responses should be at least 2-3 complete sentences long.  The more 
specific you are the better.  


8. ***Each student must post at least 1 initial answer and at least 1 reply to 
another student’s answer for each question asked at the completion of the 
lesson (at least 2 substantive posts).*** 


9. There must be reference to specific concepts, passages, quotes, imagery, 
characterization, etc., in the readings.  You should verify this by citing that item (i.e. 
Rodney, p. 145).  This is very important!!! 


10. Get your postings in with enough time for others to respond.  If you post late you will 
not be able to reply to other comments regarding your answers and arguments.  
Remember, post by Wednesday if at all possible. 


11. Students are expected to post in their group.  However, students can post in other 
groups after consulting with the professor. 


12. Do not post answers without first doing the readings!  First of all, it is intellectually 
dishonest to answer questions for readings you have not done.  Second, it is not fair 
to those who have done the readings.     


13. Finally, while you must be certain to follow the course protocols regarding civility, 
students are encouraged to challenge and critique each other’s ideas.  







 


 


 


4 


 
PowerPoint Photo Essays:  


Each student will submit separate Photo Essay in PowerPoint format that presents 
a case study that is directly connected to his or her assigned theme.  This case study 
must explore and illustrate an international issue, debate, conflict or crisis within the 
assigned research theme (listed below).  Thus, along with writing an essay, students are 
required to illustrate the research project by incorporating images available online (or self-
scanned images from magazines, newspapers, etc.).  The specific topic in the assigned 
theme will be left to each student but must be cleared by the Professor (see proposal 
below).  The themes for the case studies are as follows: 


 
1. African Crises in World Affairs 


Democratic Transition in Egypt   
The United Nations & Conflict Resolution in the Sudan   
NATO and the Libyan Uprising   
The International Criminal Court (ICC) & President Omar al-Bashir   
NATO and the Dispute in Cote d'Ivoire   
Understanding Piracy in Somalia   
The Genocide Question in Darfur 


2. U.S. – China Post-Cold War Relations: Détente or Superpower Tensions?  
Implications of a Chinese Superpower 
China & the Human Rights Dilemma 
China & the Global Economy 
China & the Socialism – Capitalism Debate 
China & the Korean Crisis 
Chinese Interests in the Developing World – Sudan  
Chinese Interests in the Developing World – Venezuela  


3. The Impact of Neo-liberal Globalization:  Case Studies in the Global South  
Structural Adjustment Programs in South Africa 
Structural Adjustment Programs in Ghana 
Washington Consensus & Venezuela 
NAFTA, Mexico & the Zapatista Movement 
Neo-liberalism & the Haitian Economy 
The Free Trade Debate & Jamaica 
The Free Trade Area of the Americas Debate  


4. U.S. – Iran Relations: Diplomacy or Confrontation? 
The ‘Axis of Evil’ as Foreign Policy Towards Iran 
The Obama Administration & a New Iranian Foreign Policy 
Iran & U.S. Interests in the “Middle East”: Iran & the Palestinian Question 
Iran & U.S. Interests in the “Middle East”: Iran – Iraq Relations 
Implications of a Nuclear Iran 
Mossadeq, the Shah & Iranian Foreign Policy 
Iran & the Military Option 


5. U.S. – Pakistan Policy:  Implications for U.S. Interests 
Pakistan, Afghanistan & U.S. Regional Interests 
India, Pakistan & U.S. Regional Interests 
The U.S., Pakistan & the Taliban 
The “War on Terror” and President Pervez Musharraf  
The “War on Terror” and President Asif Ali Zardari 
The Assassination of Benazir Bhutto: Implications for U.S. Interests  
U.S. – Pakistan Relations: Contrasting Bush & Obama 
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6. Resolving the Israel – Palestinian Conflict:  Prospects for Peace 
The Palestinian State Debate 
The Israeli Settlement Debate 
Prospects for a Two-State Solution 
Continuity & Change: Contrasting Bush & Obama  
Israel, Iran & U.S. Influence 
The Hezbollah Factor in Israel 
Israel – Palestine & the War in Iraq 


 
Again, note that, although the term “group” is used here, your Photo Essays will be 
individual projects.   
 


Regarding actual structure of the Photo Essay, a good way to look at it is that you 
will submit a thoughtful and well-written essay that is illustrated with images that depict 
whatever perspective or hypothesis you are exploring.  There should be some clear focus 
that you are trying to convey that determines the pictures you select and the paragraphs 
you write per each slide.  The Photo Essay must include at least the following:  


 
14. First slide = title slide with a cover photo and student information.  
15. Second slide = introductory PARAGRAPH detailing focus of the photo essay.  No 


photo needed.  Slide text fonts should be either size 14 or 16.    
16. Content slides = the main body of the essay including content paragraphs coupled 


with images that illustrate the point being expressed in the text.  Minimum of 10 and 
a maximum of 25 content slides.  Slide text fonts should be between size 14 and 
18.  Multiple pictures are allowed on one content slide but should not exceed 4 per 
slide.  The source of the images should be pasted in the caption (no need to cite the 
sources).   


17. Final four slides = a four (4) item annotated bibliography using ONLY scholarly and 
non-website sources including books and journal articles (1 source per slide).  
These sources must be cited in the content slides/body of the essay any version of 
the Chicago style.   
a. No Internet encyclopedias (i.e. Wikipedia) will be accepted as scholarly sources.   
b. Use of course textbooks as sources is not allowed.   
c. Newspapers and magazines are not considered scholarly but exceptions can be 


made only after consultation with the professor.  
d. Be sure to cite all your sources in the body of the photo essay.  
e. Sources must include at least 1 book and at least 1 journal article.  
f. Full text scholarly Journal articles posted at online library databases are 


acceptable for your bibliography.  Be sure to cite the source (journal or 
periodical) first, followed by the URL. 


g. Annotations should be at least 5 sentences long per each source.  Text fonts for 
bibliography slides must be size 12.  


18. Essay line space must be 1.5. 
 
Research Proposal:   


Prior to submitting the photo essay, students must submit a research project 
proposal in the appropriate assignment.  The purpose of this is to outline in clear terms 
the specific focus of your photo essay.  The research proposals explain the specific topic 
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that you will base your photo essay on.  NOTE: The essay should NOT be the same as 
the theme but on a narrow topic in that theme.  Proposals must be submitted using the 
following format: 


 
I.  Statement of the Problem 


Introduce and explain the issue/problem you are researching and why it is important in and/or to the topic you are 
researching.  One 4-sentence paragraph. 
 


II.  Research Question 
In one sentence, translate the issue you outline above into the form of a question.  The photo essay will then provide 
what may be answers to that question.  One question. 


III.   Hypothesis 
Based on the preliminary research on your topic, what do you think are the answers to your research question?  In other 
words, what do you think the research will demonstrate?  Two  sentences. 


IV,  Tentative Bibliography 
What are the significant scholarly sources that you have found that may contribute to the research?  List 4 items.  
Properly cite only scholarly sources.  No need to annotate here.  Again, internet encyclopedias (i.e. Wikipedia), blogs, 
newspapers, magazines, online media sites and other non-scholarly sources are not acceptable. 


 
   


Photo essays proposals must adhere to the following guidelines: 
 


19. Proposal must be organized according to the categories provided in the chart 
above. 


20. Proposal must be submitted in the assignment entitled “Research Proposals.”  
21. All proposal resubmittals must be returned within one week after initial grades. 
22. No final project will be accepted without an approved proposal. 
23. Proposal changes require approval from the professor and submittal of a new chart. 
24. Final assignments that differ from the approved proposal are unacceptable and will 


not be graded. 
 


There are no exceptions to these procedures and failure to follow them will result in an “F” 
for the assignment.    
 
Useful Research Sites: 
The following format should be used for annotations:  


 http://www.wisc.edu/writing/Handbook/AnnBib_content.html  
 


The following sites are useful examples of photo essays: 
 http://www.cbc.ca/arts/photoessay/rexdale/index.html  
 http://www.pbs.org/now/photo_essay20/1.html  
 http://www.pbs.org/now/photo_essay20/1.html  


 
The following sites are useful examples of citations: 


 http://www.lib.usm.edu/research/guides/turabian.html  



http://www.wisc.edu/writing/Handbook/AnnBib_content.html�

http://www.cbc.ca/arts/photoessay/rexdale/index.html�

http://www.pbs.org/now/photo_essay20/1.html�

http://www.english.uiuc.edu/maps/depression/photoessay.htm�

http://www.inmotionaame.org/home.cfm;jsessionid=f830864611155846252650?bhcp=1%3e%3ehttp://www.pbs.org/now/photo_essay20/1.html%3c/a%3e%3c/li%3e%3c/ul%3e%3cp%3e%20Please%20note%20that%20%3cstrong%3eserious%20emphasis%3c/strong%3e%20will%20be%20placed%20on%20%3cstrong%3esound%20writing%3c/strong%3e.%20Therefore,%20along%20with%20content,%20all%20written%20assignments%20will%20be%20evaluated%20on%20the%20basis%20of%20proper%20organization,%20correct%20documenting,%20grammar,%20punctuation,%20spelling%20and%20neatness.%20It%20is%20critical%20that%20you%20%3cstrong%3eProofread%20your%20work!!!%3c/strong%3e%20There%20are%20no%20exceptions%20to%20these%20procedures%20and%20failure%20to%20follow%20them%20will%20result%20in%20an%20�
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 http://www.wisc.edu/writing/Handbook/DocChicago.html  
 http://honolulu.hawaii.edu/legacylib/mlahcc.html  


  
Exams: 
 All exams will be completed in Webcourses.  Exams will open on the assigned day 
in the “Assessments” link.  Students are allowed two hours to complete the exam.  Please 
note that answers will not be provided online and students must visit the professor to 
discuss scores.  The Final will be cumulative.  Please see Webcourses protocol below for 
technical difficulties during exams. 
 


 
COURSE POLICIES & PROTOCOLS 


 
Regarding technical difficulties, missed/late  
assignments & make-up examinations: 


25. ***Students citing technical difficulties with Webcourses as responsible for a 
missed or incomplete assignment, exam or posting deadline must record and 
provide the following information immediately:*** 
a. The name of the “techranger” or other UCF/Webcourses tech support staff 


person you consulted for help; 
b. The day and time you called for help; 
c. The instruction(s) they provided you; and  
d. The outcome after your attempts to correct the problem(s). 


26. Students who miss an assignment as a result of an excused reason must submit 
the assignment upon return to coursework. 


27. Excuses for medical reasons must be accompanied by a doctor's (or health 
professional's) signed statement on their business letterhead.       


28. Students who miss an exam as a result of an excused absence must consult the 
professor upon return to coursework in order to schedule a make-up exam (within 
one week). 


29. Students who miss an assignment for any unexcused reason will have three (3) 
days after the due date to submit it.  Please note that the assignment grade will be 
dropped one letter for each day.  No assignments will be accepted after the third 
day. 


30. Students who miss the mid-term or the final examination for any unexcused reason 
will not be allowed a make-up.   


 
Regarding student conduct: 


31. Students caught cheating or found guilty of plagiarism will be automatically 
issued a grade of “F” for the course and pursued under any applicable 
university-level sanctions.  Please note the following definitions of plagiarism: 
 Using another student's work, meaning anything from borrowing one phrase to 


copying an entire paper.  
 Submitting a paper or report (or any portion of such a paper) purchased from a 


commercial source.  



http://www.wisc.edu/writing/Handbook/DocChicago.html�

http://honolulu.hawaii.edu/legacylib/mlahcc.html�
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 Borrowing the exact words of another writer without acknowledging the debt by 
quotation mark and either a citation or an overt, explicit reference to the source 
in the body of your essay.  


 Borrowing the ideas of another writer by paraphrasing or rewording without 
acknowledging the source.  


32. Please consult the University of Central Florida’s “Golden Rule” policy.  
http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/  


 
 Additional Policies & Protocols: 


33. Please remember to send all course related emails to Webcourses Course Mail and 
not GroupWise.  Your GroupWise emails regarding course concerns and questions 
will not be answered.   


34. Patience is necessity in online courses.  Please expect replies to your emails within 
48 hours.  Do not expect replies to emails over the weekend and holidays.   


35. Students with disabilities and requiring alternative arrangements must register with 
Student Disability Services, Student Resource Center Room 132, phone (407) 823-
2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116.  Students should then inform the 
instructor and provide any relevant documents. 


36. Copyright notice: I have taken steps to ensure that all course material, 
including this syllabus and the lectures associated with this class, are 
protected by copyright law as my own original expression.  Students are 
authorized to take notes in class and thus create their own "derivative work" 
from my lecture, but this authorization extends only to your personal use.  
Reproduction, distribution, or publication (on-line or otherwise) of transcribed 
or taped versions of my lecture or course material is not permitted without my 
express written consent. 


37. The professor reserves the right to alter the syllabus as needed.  Students will be 
notified accordingly. 


38. All students opting to remain in this class demonstrate an agreement with the 
policies outlined above. 



http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/�

http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/�





 


 


COURSE SCHEDULE* 


LESSON WEEK TOPIC REQUIRED READINGS & 
ASSIGNMENTS 


DEADLINES 


1 5/16 Introduction 
Research Assignments 


International Relations as a Discipline 
International Relations  


 
 
 
World Politics, Chapter 1  


Initial post by: 
5/18 


Final post by: 
5/19 


2 5/23 IR Theory & Approaches 
Theoretical Approaches in IR 
 
Security & Realism 
 
Peace & Liberalism 
 
 
 
 


 
World Politics, Chapter 2 
 
World Politics, Chapter 14  
 
World Politics, Chapter 16 
 
Online: John J Mearsheimer, “Hans 
Morgenthau and the Iraq war: realism 
versus neo-conservatism” 


Initial post by: 
5/25 


Final post by: 
5/26 


3 5/30 Defining & Extending Power in IR 
International Decision-making  
 
The Global South in IR  
 
Research Proposals Due 6/3 


 
World Politics, Chapter 3 
 
World Politics, Chapter 5 
 
Taking Sides, Issues 16 & 17 


Initial post by: 
6/1 


Final post by: 
6/2 


 


4 6/76 
 
 


International Actors 
IR & the Great Powers 
 
Non-State Actors in IR 
 


  
World Politics, Chapter 4 & 7 
 
World Politics, Chapter 6  
Taking Sides, Issues 5 & 21 


Initial post by: 
6/9 


Final post by: 
6/9 


5 6/13 The International Political Economy 
The Globalization Debate: The Declining State? 
 
The Globalization Debate: A Global Village? 
 
Mid Term Examination:  6/17 


 
World Politics, Chapter 9 
 
World Politics, Chapter 11 
 
 


Initial post by: 
6/22 


Final post by: 
6/23 


5 6/20 The International Political Economy 
The Globalization Debate: International Trade 
 
Globalization In Practice:  The Developing World  


 
World Politics, Chapter 10 
 
Taking Sides, Issues 1 & 2 


Initial post by: 
6/22 


Final post by: 
6/23 


6 6/27 International Conflict & Warfare  
Contemporary Threats & Conflicts 
 
National Security in IR 
  
Collective Security 
 
 
PowerPoint Photo Essays Due 7/1 


 
World Politics, Chapter 13 
 
World Politics, Chapter 15 
 
World Politics, Chapter 17 
Taking Sides, Issue 13 & 14 
 
Documentary: The Fog of War 


Initial post by: 
7/6 


Final post by: 
7/7 


7 7/4 Sustainability in IR 
Sustainability & the People 
 
Sustainability & the Planet 
 
 
 
 


 
World Politics, Chapter 8 
 
World Politics, Chapter 12 
Taking Sides, Issue 19 
 
Audio: An Hour With Vandana Shiva 
(requires realplayer) 


Initial post by: 
7/6 


Final post by: 
7/7 


 7/11 Concluding Discussions 
IR into the 21st Century 


 
World Politics, Chapter 18 
 


Final post by: 
7/12 



http://www.opendemocracy.net/democracy-americanpower/morgenthau_2522.jsp�

http://www.opendemocracy.net/democracy-americanpower/morgenthau_2522.jsp�

http://www.opendemocracy.net/democracy-americanpower/morgenthau_2522.jsp�
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  Final Examination:  7/15   
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COURSE SYLLABUS 
 


INR 3253 
INTERNATIONAL POLITICS OF AFRICA 


 
Kurt B. Young, Ph.D. 


Department of Political Science / African American Studies Program 
University of Central Florida 


 
 
Section:  DW59 
Term:    Summer D 2011 
Course Location: N/A 
Course Time:   N/A 
Credits:    3 Credit Hours 
Office Location: 311-D Phillips Hall 
Office Hours: Wednesdays 10am – 2:00pm and by appointment 
Office Telephone:  407-823-2984 
Email:    kurt.young@ucf.edu 
 


 
 


COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
One of the tasks that an independent Africa had to undertake if it wanted to fulfill its historic duties 
was the creation of new political ideas and institutions that would unify, strengthen and fully liberate 
the continent into sovereignty and make its people prosperous and proud. 


Chinweizu 
The West and the Rest of Us 


 
Africa is at war.  It is a war of cultures.  It is a war between indigenous Africa and the forces of 
Western civilization.  It takes the form of inefficiency, mismanagement, corruption and decay of the 
infrastructure.  The crisis of efficiency in the continent is symptomatic of the failure of transplanted 
organs of the state and the economy. 


Ali A. Mazrui   
The Africans   


  
The contemporary realities of the African continent cry out for understanding.  


Indeed, discourse on the current conditions in and among African states often cast overly 
simplistic images of famine, warfare and AIDS, while triggering loaded but increasingly 
commonplace questions such as:  “Has the state in Africa failed?”  “Can Africa even 
govern itself?”  “Why can’t African states harness the Continent’s immense resources?”  
“Should Africa be recolonized?”  The easiest answer is that, except in the case of the 
latter, there are no easy answers.  Rather, as the Chinweizu and Mazrui comments above 
suggest, any understanding of the continent’s political predicament is held hostage to 
grasping the cultural, historical and power complexities of the African state.  Accordingly, 



mailto:kuyoung@mail.ucf.edu�
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INR 3253 examines the major factors that have and continue to shape Africa’s political 
reality.  Specifically, this course explores the international politics of African states in their 
intra-continental and global dimensions.   


The course embraces two fundamental assumptions in analyzing the international 
politics of Africa.  First, the international politics of contemporary African states must be 
understood as a function of the position Africa occupies within the global political 
economy.  Second, the contemporary policies adopted by African states (and those they 
refuse to adopt) must be understood in the context of the worldview and cultural frames 
of reference adopted (and rejected) by African leaders in the decades following the end of 
colonialism.  From these perspectives, the course concludes with an analysis of Africa’s 
current condition in the global political economy from the perspective of its relationship 
with the West.   


 
 


GENERAL OBJECTIVES 
 
 Relying on lectures by the professor, critical dialog, and student research, the 
course objective is that at the end of the semester students will have been provided with 
the ability to:   
 


 Apply and critique the application of traditional and contemporary theories of 
international relations to the international politics of Africa; 


 Grasp the extent to which the colonial experience shaped and continues to 
reverberate in contemporary international politics of Africa; 


 Identify the role culture and worldview has played in the global and continental 
policies adopted by African leaders in the post-colonial era; 


 Explore the contributions of African political thinkers to our understanding of the 
international politics of Africa 


 Critically assess the impact of globalization on the development of the African 
state; and 


 Articulate alternative models for exploring and explaining contemporary 
international politics of African states.  


 
 


REQUIRED TEXTS 
1. Walter Rodney, How Europe Underdeveloped Africa,  Howard University Press, 


1982.  ISBN: 0-88258-096-5. 
 


2. David Leonard & Scott Straus,  Africa’s Stalled Development: International Causes 
& Cures,  Lynne Rienner,  2003.  ISBN:  1-58826-116-6.  


 
3. Thomas  Krabacher,  Global Studies: Africa, McGraw Hill,  13th Edition (expanded 


& updated).  ISBN- 9780073527765. 
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USEFUL WEBSITES 
 


 Africa Human Rights Resource Center  
 Africa Policy Information Center  
 Africa South of the Sahara  
 African Union  
 Africanews   
 All Africa 
 Columbia University African Studies  
 Economic Commission for Africa  
 Flame: African Sisters Online  
 Z-NET Africa Watch 
 H(istory)-Africa  
 H-African Politics  
 National Summit on Africa  
 University of Pennsylvania African Studies  
 African Politics @ UW-Madison  
 
Maps: 
 http://www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/africa/africa_pol_2003.jpg 
 http://www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/africa/africa_pol_2003.pdf 


 
 


GRADE SCALE 
90  -  100  A 
80  -  89  B 
70  -  79  C 
60  -  69  D 
59 or lower   F 


 
 


ASSIGNMENT GRADE DISTRIBUTION 
1. Course Discussions/Postings:    20 percent.  
2. Research Proposal:      10 percent.  
3. PowerPoint Photo Essay:     20 percent.  
4. Mid-Term Examination:     20 percent.  
5. Final Examination:      30 percent.  


Total:        100 percent. 
 


 
CLASS ASSIGNMENTS & PROTOCOLS 


 
Participation & Discussion Guidelines: 
 Students are expected to consistently participate in online discussions.  In order to 
do so, it is critical that all readings be completed as scheduled.  Students will be assigned 



http://www1.umn.edu/humanrts/africa/index.html�
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http://www.columbia.edu/cu/libraries/indiv/area/Africa/�

http://www.uneca.org/�

http://flamme.org/index.html�

http://www.zmag.org/racewatch/africawatch.cfm�

http://www.h-net.msu.edu/~africa/�

http://www.h-net.org/~afrpol/�
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http://www.sas.upenn.edu/African_Studies/AS.html�

http://www.polisci.wisc.edu/users/africanpolitics/PS660Bibliography.htm�
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to research groups/themes listed below.  Please be prepared to engage group members 
while respecting the views and opinions of other students as outlined in the course 
protocols listed below.   
 


In each curriculum Lesson, after completing the assigned reading, look for the 
discussion questions. Then, go to the Webcourses Discussions link, select the topic that 
corresponds to your assigned group, and answer the question(s) for each lesson in the 
thread that has been set up for that lesson.  Students must adhere to the following 
discussion post protocols:  


 
1. Once discussion groups have been unlocked and you have read the posting 


protocols, you will be able to begin posting answers and comments to the lesson 
questions.     


2. The deadline for discussion responses will always be 10:00 pm on the final 
Thursday of each lesson (see course schedule in syllabus).   


3. You must post in a “timely” manner.  Timely posting is defined simply as the posting 
of at least the initial answer(s) to question(s) on the Wednesday (by 10pm) before 
the Thursdays that lesson postings are due.  Remember, full discussion 
postings must be completed by 10pm Thursday. 


4. Make certain that you are posting answers and comments for questions in the 
appropriate thread (LESSON ONE, LESSON TWO, etc.).  Repeat, do not start your 
own thread outside of the "LESSON" threads.   


5. Once you have begun to post IN the lesson thread, you can create other 
subthreads IN the lesson thread if you like.  Note: Your posts will be deleted and 
will not be count if you do not follow these guidelines!  


6. There should be no new threads beyond the lesson threads I have created.  This is 
to keep the posting clean and easy to navigate.  You should only post items that 
relate to a question, debate, answer, etc. in the lessons.  Others will be deleted.  
Post non-lesson related items elsewhere (main, help, notes, announcements, etc.).   


7. Your responses should be at least 2-3 complete sentences long.  The more 
specific you are the better.  


8. ***Each student must post at least 1 initial answer and at least 1 reply to 
another student’s answer for each question asked at the completion of the 
lesson (at least 2 substantive posts).*** 


9. There must be reference to specific concepts, passages, quotes, imagery, 
characterization, etc., in the readings.  You should verify this by citing that item (i.e. 
Rodney, p. 145).  This is very important!!! 


10. Get your postings in with enough time for others to respond.  If you post late you 
will not be able to reply to other comments regarding your answers and arguments.  
Remember, post by Wednesday if at all possible. 


11. Students are expected to post in their group.  However, students can post in other 
groups after consulting with the professor. 


12. Do not post answers without first doing the readings!  First of all, it is intellectually 
dishonest to answer questions for readings you have not done.  Second, it is not 
fair to those who have done the readings.     
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13. Finally, while you must be certain to follow the course protocols regarding civility, 
students are encouraged to challenge and critique each other’s ideas.  


 
PowerPoint Photo Essays:  


Each student will submit separate Photo Essay in PowerPoint format that presents 
a case study that is directly connected to his or her assigned theme.  This case study 
must explore and illustrate an international issue, debate, conflict or crisis within the 
assigned research theme (listed below).  Thus, along with writing an essay, students are 
required to illustrate the research project by incorporating images available online (or self-
scanned images from magazines, newspapers, etc.).  The specific topic in the assigned 
theme will be left to each student but must be cleared by the Professor (see proposal 
below).  The themes for the case studies are as follows: 


 
1. Democratization & Democratic Elections: 


South Africa 
Democratic Republic of the Congo  
Zimbabwe 
Cote d’Ivoire 
Uganda 
Nigeria 
Botswana 


2. Conflict & the Genocide/Refugee Crisis:  
Sudan (Darfur or Southern Sudan) 
Democratic Republic of the Congo  
Liberia 
Mauritania 
Sierra Leone 
Mozambique 
Uganda 


3. Conflict Diamonds:  
Sierra Leone  
Angola 
Liberia 
Cote d’Ivoire 
Zimbabwe 
The United Nations (policies re: CDs) 
The African Union (policies re: CDs) 


4. The HIV/AIDS Crisis:  
Botswana  
South Africa 
Zambia 
Zimbabwe 
Lesotho 
Nigeria 
Uganda 


5. Impact of Structural Adjustment Programs:  
Ghana 
Senegal 
South Africa 
Nigeria 
Tanzania 
Kenya 
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Zambia 
6. “The Scramble” for African Oil:  


Nigeria  
Angola 
Sudan 
Libya 
Algeria 
Egypt 
Republic of Congo 


 
Again, note that, although the term “group” is used here, your Photo Essays will be 
individual projects.   
 


Regarding actual structure of the Photo Essay, a good way to look at it is that you 
will submit a thoughtful and well-written essay that is illustrated with images that depict 
whatever perspective or hypothesis you are exploring.  There should be some clear focus 
that you are trying to convey that determines the pictures you select and the paragraphs 
you write per each slide.  The Photo Essay must include at least the following:  


 
14. First slide = title slide with a cover photo and student information.  
15. Second slide = introductory PARAGRAPH detailing focus of the photo essay.  No 


photo needed.  Slide text fonts should be either size 14 or 16.    
16. Content slides = the main body of the essay including content paragraphs coupled 


with images that illustrate the point being expressed in the text.  Minimum of 10 and 
a maximum of 25 content slides.  Slide text fonts should be between size 14 and 
18.  Multiple pictures are allowed on one content slide but should not exceed 4 per 
slide.  The source of the images should be pasted in the caption (no need to cite 
the sources).   


17. Final four slides = a four (4) item annotated bibliography using ONLY scholarly and 
non-website sources including books and journal articles (1 source per slide).  
These sources must be cited in the content slides/body of the essay any version of 
the Chicago style.   
a. No Internet encyclopedias (i.e. Wikipedia) will be accepted as scholarly sources.   
b. Newspapers and magazines are not considered scholarly but exceptions can be 


made only after consultation with the professor.  
c. Use of course textbooks as sources is limited to Global Studies: Africa.   
d. Be sure to cite all your sources in the body of the photo essay.   
e. Sources must include at least 1 book and at least 1 journal article. 
f. Full text scholarly Journal articles posted at online library databases are 


acceptable for your bibliography.  Be sure to cite the source (journal or 
periodical) first, followed by the URL. 


g. Annotations should be at least 5 sentences long per each source.  Text fonts for 
bibliography slides must be size 12.  


18. Essay line space must be 1.5. 
 
Research Proposal:  


Prior to submitting the photo essay, students must submit a research project 
proposal in the appropriate assignment.  The purpose of this is to outline in clear terms 
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the specific focus of your photo essay.  The research proposals explain the specific topic 
that you will base your photo essay on.  NOTE: The essay should NOT be the same as 
the theme but on a narrow topic in that theme.  Proposals must be submitted using the 
following format: 


 
 
   


I.  Statement of the Problem 
Introduce and explain the issue/problem you are researching in your case study and why it is important in and/or to the 
African state you are exploring.  One 4-sentence paragraph. 
 


II.  Research Question 
In one sentence, translate the issue you outline above into the form of a question.  The photo essay will then provide 
what may be answers to that question.  One question. 


III.   Hypothesis 
Based on the preliminary research on your case study and topic, what do you think are the answers to your research 
question?  In other words, what do you think the research will demonstrate?  Two  sentences. 


IV,  Tentative Bibliography 
What are the significant scholarly sources that you have found that may contribute to the research?  List 4 items.  
Properly cite only scholarly sources.  No need to annotate here.  Again, internet encyclopedias (i.e. Wikipedia), blogs, 
newspapers, magazines, online media sites and other non-scholarly sources are not acceptable. 


 
Photo essays proposals must adhere to the following guidelines: 


 
19. Proposal must be organized according to the categories provided in the chart 


above. 
20. Proposal must be submitted in the assignment entitled “Research Proposals.”  
21. All proposal resubmittals must be returned within one week after initial grades. 
22. No final project will be accepted without an approved proposal. 
23. Proposal changes require approval from the professor and submittal of a new chart. 
24. Final assignments that differ from the approved proposal are unacceptable and will 


not be graded. 
 


There are no exceptions to these procedures and failure to follow them will result in an “F” 
for the assignment.    
 
Useful Research Sites: 
The following format should be used for annotations:  


 http://www.wisc.edu/writing/Handbook/AnnBib_content.html  
 


The following sites are useful examples of photo essays: 
 http://www.cbc.ca/arts/photoessay/rexdale/index.html  
 http://www.pbs.org/now/photo_essay20/1.html  
 http://www.pbs.org/now/photo_essay20/1.html  


 



http://www.wisc.edu/writing/Handbook/AnnBib_content.html�

http://www.cbc.ca/arts/photoessay/rexdale/index.html�

http://www.pbs.org/now/photo_essay20/1.html�

http://www.english.uiuc.edu/maps/depression/photoessay.htm�
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The following sites are useful examples of citations: 
 http://www.lib.usm.edu/research/guides/turabian.html  
 http://www.wisc.edu/writing/Handbook/DocChicago.html  
 http://honolulu.hawaii.edu/legacylib/mlahcc.html  


  
Exams: 
 All exams will be completed in Webcourses.  Exams will open on the assigned day 
in the “Assessments” link.  Students are allowed two hours to complete the exam.  Please 
note that answers will not be provided online and students must visit the professor to 
discuss scores.  The Final will be cumulative.  Please see Webcourses protocol below for 
technical difficulties during exams. 
 


 
COURSE POLICIES & PROTOCOLS 


 
Regarding technical difficulties, missed/late  
assignments & make-up examinations: 


25. ***Students citing technical difficulties with Webcourses as responsible for a 
missed or incomplete assignment, exam or posting deadline must record and 
provide the following information immediately:*** 
a. The name of the “techranger” or other UCF/Webcourses tech support staff 


person you consulted for help; 
b. The day and time you called for help; 
c. The instruction(s) they provided you; and  
d. The outcome after your attempts to correct the problem(s). 


26. Students who miss an assignment as a result of an excused reason must submit 
the assignment upon return to coursework. 


27. Excuses for medical reasons must be accompanied by a doctor's (or health 
professional's) signed statement on their business letterhead.       


28. Students who miss an exam as a result of an excused absence must consult the 
professor upon return to coursework in order to schedule a make-up exam (within 
one week). 


29. Students who miss an assignment for any unexcused reason will have three (3) 
days after the due date to submit it.  Please note that the assignment grade will be 
dropped one letter for each day.  No assignments will be accepted after the third 
day. 


30. Students who miss the mid-term or the final examination for any unexcused reason 
will not be allowed a make-up.   


 
Regarding student conduct: 


31. Students caught cheating or found guilty of plagiarism will be automatically 
issued a grade of “F” for the course and pursued under any applicable 
university-level sanctions.  Please note the following definitions of plagiarism: 
 Using another student's work, meaning anything from borrowing one phrase to 


copying an entire paper.  



http://www.inmotionaame.org/home.cfm;jsessionid=f830864611155846252650?bhcp=1%3e%3ehttp://www.pbs.org/now/photo_essay20/1.html%3c/a%3e%3c/li%3e%3c/ul%3e%3cp%3e%20Please%20note%20that%20%3cstrong%3eserious%20emphasis%3c/strong%3e%20will%20be%20placed%20on%20%3cstrong%3esound%20writing%3c/strong%3e.%20Therefore,%20along%20with%20content,%20all%20written%20assignments%20will%20be%20evaluated%20on%20the%20basis%20of%20proper%20organization,%20correct%20documenting,%20grammar,%20punctuation,%20spelling%20and%20neatness.%20It%20is%20critical%20that%20you%20%3cstrong%3eProofread%20your%20work!!!%3c/strong%3e%20There%20are%20no%20exceptions%20to%20these%20procedures%20and%20failure%20to%20follow%20them%20will%20result%20in%20an%20�

http://www.wisc.edu/writing/Handbook/DocChicago.html�

http://honolulu.hawaii.edu/legacylib/mlahcc.html�
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 Submitting a paper or report (or any portion of such a paper) purchased from a 
commercial source.  


 Borrowing the exact words of another writer without acknowledging the debt by 
quotation mark and either a citation or an overt, explicit reference to the source 
in the body of your essay.  


 Borrowing the ideas of another writer by paraphrasing or rewording without 
acknowledging the source.  


32. Please consult the University of Central Florida’s “Golden Rule” policy.  
http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/  


 
 Additional Policies & Protocols: 


33. Please remember to send all course related emails to Webcourses Course Mail 
and not GroupWise.  Your GroupWise emails regarding course concerns and 
questions will not be answered.   


34. Patience is necessity in online courses.  Please expect replies to your emails within 
48 hours.  Do not expect replies to emails over the weekend and holidays.   


35. Students with disabilities and requiring alternative arrangements must register with 
Student Disability Services, Student Resource Center Room 132, phone (407) 823-
2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116.  Students should then inform the 
instructor and provide any relevant documents. 


36. Copyright notice: I have taken steps to ensure that all course material, 
including this syllabus and the lectures associated with this class, are 
protected by copyright law as my own original expression.  Students are 
authorized to take notes in class and thus create their own "derivative work" 
from my lecture, but this authorization extends only to your personal use.  
Reproduction, distribution, or publication (on-line or otherwise) of 
transcribed or taped versions of my lecture or course material is not 
permitted without my express written consent. 


37. The professor reserves the right to alter the syllabus as needed.  Students will be 
notified accordingly. 


38. All students opting to remain in this class demonstrate an agreement with the 
policies outlined above. 


 


 


 



http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/�

http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/�





 


 


 


10 


COURSE OUTLINE 
 


LESSON WEEK TOPIC REQUIRED READINGS & ASSIGNMENTS DEADLINES 


1 5/16  Introduction  
 African Politics in Context  
 Pre-Colonial Political Realities 


 Rodney Introduction 
 Rodney, Chapter 1  
 Rodney, Chapter 2 
Audio:  The Slave Trade (text and “Programme 15” audio) 


Initial post by: 
5/18 


Final post by: 
5/19 


 


2 5/23  Imperialism, Colonialism & the 
Roots of Political Decline 


 Rodney, Chapter 3 
 Rodney, Chapter 4 
Audio:  Life Under Colonialism (text and audio)  
 Global Studies: Africa # 6. Inside Cape Town 


Initial post by: 
5/25 


Final post by: 
5/26 


3 5/30  The Consequences of Colonialism:  
Africa & The International System  


 
 
Research Proposal Charts Due:  
6/4 


 Rodney, Chapter 5,  
 Rodney, Chapter 6, 203-238 
Audio:  The Pan-African Vision (text and audio) 


Independence (text and all audio) 
The African Nation State (text and all audio) 


Initial post by: 
6/1 


Final post by: 
6/2 


 


4 6/6 
 


 Neo-colonialism, Post-colonial 
African Leadership & Intra-African 
Unity 


 Rodney, Chapter 6, 238-281 
 The myth of Neo-colonialism  
 Globalization As Neo-Colonialism 


Initial post by: 
6/8 


Final post by: 
6/9 


5 6/13  Globalization & Crisis of the 
African State in the International 
System  


Mid Term Examination:  6/25 


 Leonard & Straus, Chapter 1 
 Leonard & Straus, Chapter 2 


 
 


Initial post by: 
6/22 


Final post by: 
6/23 


5 6/20  Globalization & Crisis of the 
African State in the International 
System (cont. 


 The Challenge of Globalization in Africa 
 A Continent in Crisis: Africa and Globalization  
 Global Studies: Africa # 7. The Ultimate Crop Rotation 


Initial post by: 
6/22 


Final post by: 
6/23 


 
6 6/27  Conflict, Crisis & the 


Recolonization of Africa  
 Leonard & Straus, Chapter 4 
 Leonard & Straus, Chapter 5 
 The New Military Frontier: Africa,  Frida Berrigan   


 


Initial post by: 
7/6 


Final post by: 
7/7 


6 7/11  Conflict, Crisis & the 
Recolonization of Africa (cont.)  


 
Case Study Photo Essays Due:  
7/8 


Video: Sudan Documentaries 
 Global Studies: Africa # 2. How Can Somalia Really Be 


Fixed? 
 Global Studies: Africa # 11. In Algeria, a Tug of War for 


Young Minds 
 The New Military Frontier: Africa,  Frida Berrigan   
 


Initial post by: 
7/6 


Final post by: 
7/7 


   Concluding Discussions 
Africa in the 21st Century 
 
Final Examination:  7/15 


 Global Studies: Africa # 10. In Obama's Rise, Kenyans 
See Lessons for Africa 
 Global Studies: Africa # 3. Glaciers Are Dying 
 


Final post by: 
7/13 


All deadlines subject to change. Students will be notified. 



http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/africa/features/storyofafrica/index_section9.shtml�

http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/africa/features/storyofafrica/index_section13.shtml�

http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/africa/features/storyofafrica/13chapter5.shtml�

http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/africa/features/storyofafrica/13chapter5.shtml�

http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/africa/features/storyofafrica/13chapter5.shtml�

http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/africa/features/storyofafrica/14chapter4.shtml�

http://www.afbis.com/analysis/neo-colonialism.html�

http://www.tigweb.org/express/panorama/article.html?ContentID=4363�

http://www.imf.org/external/np/speeches/2001/011901.htm�

http://www.thirdworldtraveler.com/Africa/Continent_Crisis.html�

http://www.zmag.org/content/showarticle.cfm?SectionID=2&ItemID=13852�

http://www.zmag.org/content/showarticle.cfm?SectionID=2&ItemID=13852�
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American National Government 
Pos 2041 - Summer  


 
Cindy Benson       Office Hours 9-9:45 A.M., Mon.-Thurs.                         
305A Howard Phillips Hall  ( enter through 302 )                                                                                                      
cbenson@webmail.ucf.edu  
823-2608  
 
             This course is designed to familiarize the student with the basic political processes in the 
United States.  We will be exploring the meaning of democracy and the workings of our 
institutions of government as they were designed and as they exist today.  We will also focus our 
attention on the concept of “power” - what it means, who has it, who doesn’t and what its 
implications are. 
 
Course objectives: 
 
1.  To provide an historical and substantive understanding of the American political 


system. 
2.  To teach students how to separate fact from opinion, how to evaluate opinions (some 


are more valid than others), and how to differentiate between what was, what is, and 
what ought to be. 


3.  To provide assistance in teaching students how not what to think. 
4.  To help students understand the competing interests and 


diversity in our society in order to enable them to participate in a  more aware and                
rational manner in future decision making. 


 
            As members of a global community, this course is designed to assist students to 
become critical thinkers, to respect and understand diversity, and to understand the 
importance of becoming life-long learners. 
 
 
Please Read: 
     My teaching style is not for everyone. If you can’t take notes by hand and listen at the 
same time, if you expect me to just teach “to the test” so you can just memorize “stuff”, get 
through the class with a decent grade and not learn anything, this course is NOT for you. I 
lecture, discuss current events and history, give examples, tell “stories” etc. for examples and 
further explanation on how what you are reading and listening to in class apply to the real 
world. This is a University course - not High School. You are adults and I will treat you as 
such. Learning is understanding!   
 
  E-mail does not mean I am available for “office hours” 24-7! I check at least once a day 
– usually in the morning (except on weekends ), so please don’t e-mail me at 11 PM Friday 
and expect a response before Monday. 


 
Please remember this is a short semester, so stay on top of the reading and studying. You will 
understand lecture and discussion much better if the text is read in advance of class. 







Go to the text companion site by typing in the URL http://wadsworth.com. At the top right corner 
of the page, type in “Govt”, second edition, and follow the student companion link for each 
chapter. You’ll find crossword, practice quizzes et. al. there that are very helpful for 
understanding your reading assignments a clue to possible test questions. The password to use, if 
necessary, in on the card at the front of your text 
 
    It is essential for you to contact at least two of your classmates for information if you miss a 
class or to share notes. Finding out what you missed is your responsibility! After doing that, 
please feel free to come by and see me if you need further clarification or still have questions. 
 
Please don’t email me about questions you may have that are answered on the syllabus already. 
Please search for the answer yourself first, then contact me if you can’t find the answer. 
 
 I am always available to help you during my office hours or by appointment. 


  
Course Requirements and Grade Composition: 
 
Students will be expected to read all text assignments prior to class and to “keep up” on  current 
events. I do not take attendance on a daily basis, but you are responsible for all class lecture 
material and for any changes made in the syllabus or any thing course related. One of the most 
basic guidelines for success in this course is coming to class every day. I do not post my lectures 
on the web or loan them to you because you missed class- this class is based on face to face 
learning and I teach a university course – not High School, Part II.  
 
I will post your grades on MyUCF . You are responsible for bringing any errors to my attention 
within 5 working days of posting should I make a mistake that harms your grade. I will NOT 
make any adjustments after the deadline! If it is your favor = “Shhhhhh” 
 
As previously stated, if you miss a class, it is up to you to get the class notes from someone (I 
suggest that you exchange names, email addresses, and phone numbers with at least 2 classmates 
during the first day or two).Given the short length of a summer term course, it is imperative that 
you do not miss class unnecessarily! Keeping up with readings, test dates, announcements, and 
ensuring your grades are properly posted is your responsibility.  
 
 
           There will be three objective tests given during the term, each counting 33.3% of your final 
grade. An essay make-up will only be considered if you get in touch with me ( phone, email etc.)  
within 24 hours days of missing a test! There are no exceptions 
  There are also optional extra credit assignments which can add up to three points to your                   
final grade. Term lists will be provide for you to use as study guides, but please understand that 
not all test questions will be based on this list. 
I must be fair to all students, so please don’t ask for exceptions to the class rules or                                
requirements. This syllabus is a “contract”, so be sure to read it carefully so that you know what 







to expect from me and what I expect of you. 
 
Text 
 GOVT 2, Henschen and Sidlow 
 
Reading 
 Test #1 - Introduction, Ch. 1-5 
 Test #2 - Ch. 6-7, 10 and 8 & 9 
 Test #3 - Ch. 11-16 ( 15 and 16 may not be covered given time constraints _ I’ll let you 


know as the term progresses) 
The first two test dates will be announced in class (Test 3 will be the last day of class) 
 
Extra credit:  Due IN class on Thursday, July 28. (It will be late if not turned in at this time)  
Late assignments will be penalized by 1 point per every 24 hours after the due date and time. ( i.e. 
after class Thursday and before 10 on Friday will both lose 1 point) The list of possible options 
will be handed out in class in a few days. 
 
All papers must be typed and pages stapled together or 1 point (each) will be deducted. 
 
Tests are 50 M/C and possibly T/F questions. You will need answer sheets ( #2052 – light brown, 
narrow) and #2 pencils with erasers that actually erase without leaving smudges. 
 


Grade Calculation 
Grade Scale: 
              90-100    A 
              80-89      B 
              70-79      C 
              60-69      D 
              below 60 F  
 
I do not use plus/ minus grades or automatically “round up” numerically ( a 79.8 is a C). Please 
don’t ask me to round up your grade.  
 
Add your 3 test grades together and divide by 3. Add any extra credit points and that is your grade. 
I only calculate grades once at the end of the semester, but it is very simple for you to do it on your 
own during the term. 
 
 
 Additional information 


The University Writing Center (UWC) is available for help with all your papers and written 
assignments. Phone 823-2197 or visit on the web at http://reach.ucf.edu/~uwc 


Grammar and composition count!!! This is true for all your written assignments – not just in 
English Comp. classes! 







 
*    Plagiarism of any kind will result in a failing grade for this course.  
*    Cell phones and all other electronic devices must be turned off during class. If your phone 
rings, you will stand up and apologize to the entire class for your “thoughtless” behavior OR you 
will required lead the class in a chorus round of singing “Row, Row, Row Your Boat” ( the class 
will join in and we’ll go a few rounds!) or other options I may choose to use – like answering the 
call and quacking like a duck to you caller without saying another word.  
 
* The use of laptop computers is not allowed ( too much past abuse) 
    
           
This syllabus and all other class requirements may be changed at any time by your Instructor.     
 


Please place this and its attachments in your notebook and do not lose it. 
Thanks      
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POS 3703 
SCOPE AND METHODS OF POLITICAL SCIENCE 


 
SUMMER B 2011 
M-R, 12:00-1:50 


PH 310 
 


Professor:  Dr. Drew N. Lanier Office Hours:   MW, 09:30-11:30,  
                         TR, 09:30-10:30,  
                         or by appointment 


Office:  Phillips Hall 302O    
Phone: (407) 823-3753 [direct dial] or -2608 [main 
office] 


Credit Hours:  Three (3)                                                     


E-mail: drew.lanier@ucf.edu  
 


“The messier the data are, the better the statistician 
needs to be, and in political  science, our data are very 
messy”             
  
 — Prof. Matt Lebo, SUNY, Stony Brook  


“When you cannot measure, your knowledge is meager 
and unsatisfactory” 
 
— Lord William Kelvin (inscription found atop the  
   Social Science Research Building at the University of  
   Chicago) (Pritchett 1948, xi). 


 
COURSE OBJECTIVES AND GOALS: 
 
 This course is an intensive examination of the breadth of the field of political science and the methods 
that political scientists use to examine political phenomena.  Why do two countries go to war? Why do justices 
on the U.S. Supreme Court decide the way that they do? Why do voters in elections choose the candidates that 
they do?  These, and many others, are questions involving politics and portend the explanation of political 
phenomena.   
 
 “Politics,” according to David Easton (1965), is the authoritative allocation of values and resources.  
Scholars of politics, then, seek to describe, explain and predict various political phenomena through customary 
and traditionally understood methods of theoretically-based inquiry. In this course, students will be exposed to 
these methods, and try their hand at formal political analysis, as it is understood in the discipline.  Students will 
learn why political science deigns to call itself a “science” and come to understand what it means to study 
politics in a scientific manner.  They will see how political scientists complete real research and how they 
communicate those findings in a transmissible and understandable way.  They will learn how to analyze data 
and how to measure political phenomena.   
 
 Overall, there are several goals of this course: 
 


• Students who successfully complete the course will acquire a better knowledge of the discipline of 
political science, the broad subfields of the field of study, and the ways by which political scientists go 
about their research; 


 
• Students who successfully complete the course will understand the elements of the scientific 


approach and how they apply to the systematic study of politics. 



mailto:drew.lanier@ucf.edu
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• Students who successfully complete the course will have a better understanding of research 


methods, from data collection to research design to statistically analyzing data and reporting one’s 
results, as they apply to political analysis;  


 
• Students who successfully complete the course will be better consumers of political information, 


which will help them better grasp the concepts of other, upper-level courses in the discipline in 
addition to helping them understand the political world that surrounds them; 


 
• Students who successfully complete the course will have a good understanding of the rudiments 


of using statistical computing programs, such as MICRO-CASE, and how to interpret the results 
that are obtained to generalize such findings to other theoretical settings and contexts.    


 
NATURE OF THE COURSE 
 
 This course will be unlike many others that you have taken. It deals with new and unfamiliar 
terminology and ways of thinking about the political world.  We focus here on the methods that political 
scientists laboring in many of the subfields in the discipline use to accumulate knowledge.  While it will refer to 
substantive findings in several areas, such information acquisition will not be the focus of the course.  Rather, 
we will examine the ways by which that substantive knowledge was acquired, tested and communicated to the 
scholarly community.   
 
 Accordingly, some students may enter the course with a deep sense of dread or trepidation about the 
nature of the course and its demands.   To be sure, such respect for the course is beneficial as it sharpens your 
attention to the course requirements.  However, merely because you may fear the course should not be sole 
reason to avoid it.  Instead, students should confront that fear that comes with undertaking new activities, 
overcome it and then enjoy the new-found feeling that comes with knowing that you have conquered some 
new endeavor without fleeing in panic, overwhelmed with anxiety.  This is a skill that will benefit students many 
times over during their lives, I assure you.  Moreover, students will come to realize that knowledge is 
empowering; that is, one does not take as given information that is provided by others without their explaining 
the exact nature of that information as well as how it was collected and analyzed.  In addition, students will 
learn how to conduct their own research that can withstand the scrutiny of others who are similarly openly 
skeptical of reported findings.  This is the way of the real world as it applies to political research. It is a 
daunting, but fun endeavor.   
 
       Thus, wise students must approach this course like they have none other:   
 


• read the assigned material prior to your coming to class (I assume that you have done so when 
lecture begins and I personally question you to determine your level of knowledge and 
understanding of the day’s material); 


• follow the instructions precisely; 


• do all of the homework exercises (they are good practice for the exam; in this course, the more 
practice, the better); 


• anticipate problems in completing the course requirements; 


• and, above all, ask questions when one does not understand a concept or idea.  This is especially the 
case in Scope and Methods, which has a significantly increased failure rate among students.   
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REQUIRED AND RECOMMENDED TEXTS AND MATERIALS 
 
Required Books 
 
Hoover, Kenneth and Todd Donovan.  2011.  The Elements of Social Scientific Thinking.  10th ed.  Belmont, CA:   
 Thomson/Wadsworth.   ISBN 1-4390-8243-X 
 
Le Roy, Michael K.  2009.  Research Methods in Political Science:  An Introduction Using Micro-Case.  7th ed.   
 Boston:  Thomson.  ISBN 0-495-50283-9.  BUY ONLY NEW COPIES OF THIS TITLE.  DO NOT BUY  
 USED COPIES AS THEY WILL LIKELY HAVE SOME OF THE PAGES MISSING THAT YOU ARE  
 REQUIRED TO SUBMIT AS PART OF THE COURSE GRADE. 
 
Required Materials 
 
 Students will need a basic calculator that performs the following functions:  addition, subtraction, 
multiplication, division, squaring of variables and square root.  One may be purchased at Walgreens or similar 
store; students do not need a highly complex instrument.  Bring it, along with the other course materials, to 
class each day as it will be used to work problems assigned in class and on the tests.  Such calculators 
may be used during the in-class exams but cell-phone based calculators will NOT be allowed. 
 


In addition, students must purchase a pack of scantrons (Form No. 209161), which are strawberry in 
color and bear the UCF logo.  These will be used during the four course exams administered across the term. 
No other form is acceptable. If you nevertheless attempt to submit an exam with another form of scantron, 
your exam WILL BE REFUSED.     
 
WEB RESOURCES 
 
WebCourse Site (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/webct/logon/10608086247031) 
 


Login to the above site using your WebCourse user ID and associated password.  The Course has a 
WebCourse (Web Course Tool) site associated with it.  It is an innovative technology that allows the students to 
interact with each other, post messages to a common bulletin board, take anonymous surveys, and many other 
tasks that facilitate comprehension of the course material and collaborative learning among the course's 
students in a student-centered context. This site, however, is a password-protected domain. A more thorough 
discussion of this course tool as well as how to navigate through it will be offered in class. 
  
COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
 
Read 
 


Although it may sound obvious, one way to SUBSTANTIALLY increase one’s understanding of the 
course (and, therefore, your final course grade) is to READ THE ASSIGNED MATERIAL.  Many students simply 
listen to the lectures and hope that such effort will be enough to see them through the tests.  Such will not 
suffice especially in this course as it is a HANDS-ON EXPERIENCE, where much of the learning is by doing.  In 
order to comprehend more fully the class discussion, one should carefully read the daily assignment BEFORE 
COMING TO CLASS AND HAVE CONSIDERED ITS IMPLICATIONS. This is especially the case in Scope and 
Methods, where the course material is not self-evident much of the time. 
 



https://webcourses.ucf.edu/webct/logon/10608086247031
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Class Participation 
 


To help you better understand the course material, class topics will be discussed using a combination of 
lecture and the Socratic Method, in which the instructor and the student engage in a question and answer 
sequence so as to explore the issue discussed thoroughly as well as to develop in the student the ability to 
analyze issues.  Students are expected to read and prepare for discussions.  Be advised that the points 
associated with class participation are NOT points that I simply give to students as result of consistent class 
attendance.  STUDENTS MUST EARN THEM.  If one simply sits in class and do not inject oneself into the 
conversation, the student will receive very few points for this component of the course.  Not only must the 
student at least attempt to answer the questions I put, one must actively participate to receive most of the 
points for participation. I value quantity and quality for this component of the course grade.   


 
Moreover, class participation involves the completion of several in-class assignments, which are 


designed to emphasize the skills, concepts and ideas discussed extensively in lecture.  Forthright and honest 
completion of them will help you understand the topics more fully.  This is especially the case in Scope and 
Methods. While their completion is considered as part of the Class Participation points’ allocation, they also 
help you understand the concepts and ideas that will likely appear on the exams.  Class participation is worth 
ten (10) percent of your final grade.  
 
Tests 
 
 Each of the three exams in the course is worth 100 points. They will be composed entirely of very 
challenging multiple choice items, conceptual definitions and analytical problems to be worked keyed to the 
concepts covered in the course.  They are each noncomprehensive, although (to some extent) the material 
builds throughout the course.  These are challenging exams, not for the faint hearted.  This is especially the case 
in Scope and Methods.  Each is worth 20 percent of the final course grade, for a total of 60 percent drawn from 
performance on exams.   
 


No make-up exams will be allowed absent verifiable, documented, exigent (i.e., truly emergency, Act of 
God) circumstances.  You MUST contact me before an exam if you know you will miss it and explain the truly 
compelling situation that prevents you from taking the exam as scheduled.  My office phone has voicemail if I 
am away from my desk. Leave a message if you do not speak to me directly.  If you do not speak to me or 
leave a message indicating your failure to take the exam as scheduled, I will look very disfavorably upon your 
request to take a make-up exam.  There are absolutely NO excuses for missing an exam and not contacting me 
in advance.  Unexcused exams will receive a failing grade (0 points).   


 
NO STUDENT WILL BE PERMITTED TO TAKE THE EXAM AFTER THE FIRST STUDENT HAS FINISHED AND 


SUBMITTED IT TO ME.   
 
FURTHERMORE, TURN OFF ALL ELECTRONIC DEVICES DURING THE EXAM.  IF A STUDENT EVEN 


TOUCHES AN ELECTRONIC DEVICE (OTHER THAN THE REQUIRED BASIC CALCULATOR MENTIONED ABOVE), 
THAT STUDENT WILL AUTOMATICALLY FAIL THE EXAM.  Do not test me on this provision.  I, sadly, have had to 
implement it in past terms.  


Analytical and MICRO-CASE Assignments 
 
 The third formal component of the course is the completion of several analytical and MICRO-CASE 
assignments given throughout the term, the latter of which are available in Le Roy (2009).  The first of them is 
available on the WebCourse site for the class.  These exercises enable students to acquire hands-on experience 
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with data analysis and how to obtain estimates of many political phenomena of interest to political researchers.  
Problem sets are particular important in giving students practical experience in working with difficult, opaque 
concepts. This is especially the case in Scope and Methods.  The more practice, the better just as any sports team 
or athlete will tell you.  A more thorough discussion of the assignments and the software needed to complete 
them will be offered in class.   
 


Across the term, students are required to submit 12 of these assignments. Your lowest score for them 
will be dropped and the remaining 11 will be averaged into twenty (20) percent of your grade.  I DO NOT 
ACCEPT LATE ASSIGNMENTS. PLAN YOUR PREPARATION AND ASSIGNMENT SUBMISSION 
ACCORDINGLY. “LATE” MEANS ANY TIME AFTER THE DUE DATE AND TIME FOR THE RESPECTIVE 
ASSIGNMENT.  THIS MEANS IF YOUR ASSIGNMENT IS EVEN ONE MINUTE LATE IN BEING SUBMITTED 
FOR ANY REASON IMAGINABLE, IT WILL BE REFUSED.  ANTICIPATE PROBLEMS AS THEY WILL OCCUR 
JUST AS YOU ARE TRYING TO FINISH YOUR ASSIGNMENT, I ASSURE YOU.  If you come to me with an 
exotic tale of woe about your not submitting on time your assignments, I will nod relatively sympathetically and 
then point to this warning.   


 
Furthermore, Le Roy (2009) contains both the data needed for the exercises as well as the Micro-Case 


software package itself.   
 
The following are rules regarding the analytical and MICRO-CASE assignments that MUST be followed: 
 


• They must be stapled individually once in the upper left-hand corner of the page.  Do not 
dog-ear, paper clip or fasten your assignments other than as described above. Assignments that 
do not comply with these requirements will be penalized.   


 
• Non-word processed analytical assignments will not be accepted.  This requirement does 


not apply to the assignments required from Le Roy (2009).   
 


• Place your name on each assignment.   
 


• Nonstapled briefs, and those without student names, will be penalized by one letter grade for 
each violation.   


 
• Work alone on each of the assignments.  Do not work in groups.  The work must represent 


YOUR effort, not that of others, just as you will encounter on the course exams.  Failing to abide 
by this rule constitutes plagiarism and will be dealt with vigorously (see statement below 
regarding plagiarism).  


 
WebCourse Usage 
 


Students should become familiar with all of their fellow colleagues, even those who do not speak 
during every class. Your usage of the WebCourse tool will be assessed at the end of the term to distribute this 
portion of the course grade. Specific assignments for you will be announced on the WebCourse site. You, thus, 
must check the site regularly. It is made a component of the course so as to facilitate communication between 
you as members of the class.  You will find that your colleagues have similar backgrounds and experiences and 
that they can be your best allies in making it through this course, just as you will discover later in life once you 
enter the “real world.”  This portion of your grade includes ten (10) percent for the completion of the daily 
survey, allocated based on the proportion of surveys that you complete throughout the term.  Completing the 
daily surveys is a good way to check your comprehension of the day’s material, and it is an easy way to earn 
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points for the final course grade.  Ignoring them is dangerous to your understanding (and your final course 
grade). 
 


The following are regulations regarding the daily surveys that must be followed: 
 
• If you do not attend class on a particular day FOR ANY REASON IMAGINABLE, you may NOT 


complete the survey for that day as you cannot logically answer the questions posed. If you 
nevertheless attempt to do so, I will mark it as if you did not. 


 
• Do NOT submit blank responses for the daily survey. Repeated violation of this rule will result in 


the entire class’s being required to send survey responses to me through my UCF email account. 
Once again, past classes have tested me on this and I have been forced to implement this rule, which 
is quite troublesome for instructor and students alike.  


 
• Failing to complete even a small number of the daily surveys will negatively affect your final 


course grade. 
 
COURSE POINT ALLOCATION 
 


In calculating final course averages, the only rounding will be up from 0.5 below the grade 
required in the professor’s sole professional discretion. For example, those students whose file averages 
are 89.5 may earn an "A-," those with a final average of 79.5 may earn a "B-," and so on. I give you 
opportunities to earn points all semester long. Do not expect that I will give you any more points at the 
end of the term. I interpret this clause very stringently. 
 


COMPONENT WEIGHT 
First Exam 20% 


Second Exam 20% 


Final Exam  20% 


Class Participation 10% 


Analytical & MICRO-CASE 
Assignments 


20% 


WebCourse Usage 10% 


 
GRADING SCALE (as a Percentage of Total Points) 
 


GRADE PERCENTAGE 


A 94-100 


A- 93-90 


B+ 89-87 


B 86-84 


B- 80-83 


C+ 79-77 


C 74-76 


C- 70-73 
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D+ 69-67 


D 66-64 


D- 60-63 


F 59 or less 


 
COURSE POLICIES (aka My Pet Peeves) 
 
 There are several points you should note.  
 
 No Excuses 
 
 First, this class operates under a "No-Excuse" policy. It is incumbent upon students to be individually 
responsible for the notes given in the unlikely event that class is missed.  If you miss class, you NEED NOT 
inform me about it.  If you do inform me of your impending absence, you are NOT thereby immunized from 
the terms of the syllabus.  Because this course is an upper-division class, you will quickly learn that if you intend 
to pass, you should plan on regularly attending class, keeping up with the lecture, and completing the 
assignments as they are given.  These activities are especially important in this course, Scope and Methods of 
Political Science.   
 
 Seating Chart 
 
 Second, shortly after the course begins, I send around a seating chart to facilitate learning names and 
the Socratic Method. I will quickly learn your last names (which is the manner by which I address you).  Please 
decide where you would like to sit within the first few days of class. If you have vision difficulties, please situate 
yourself accordingly, as I use the visual display extensively. 
 
 Accommodations for Physically Challenged Students 
 
 Third, if you are physically challenged, every attempt is made to accommodate your learning needs. See 
me by the end of the first week of class so that we can make appropriate arrangements. This class operates in 
accordance with the Office of Student Disability Services here at the University and federal guidelines 
governing the Americans with Disabilities Act (1990). 
 
 Plagiarism and Cheating: Don’t Let it Happen to You! 
 
 Fourth, please consult the policy regarding plagiarism and cheating which is attached. Each of you must 
review the University policy on the penalties for plagiarism. Almost every semester, one or more students 
appropriates the published work of someone else, and I have had the unfortunate responsibility of failing those 
students and seeking disciplinary action against them. You are on notice that I have failed students because 
they decided to risk their academic careers by choosing the easy way out. 
 
 Caveat Emptor 
 
 Fifth, this is an upper division course with correspondent responsibilities for you. I expect that you will 
devote at least 15 hours per week outside of class studying, reading, and meeting with other students to discuss 
and review the course material. This is a difficult course.  If you are not at least a sophomore and one who 
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has a sincere interest in understanding the scientific study of politics, you should seriously consider 
withdrawing from the course and taking it once you attain that status.  This is especially the case in Scope and 
Methods.   
 
 Socratic Method as a Pedagogical Modality 
 
 Sixth, class topics are discussed using the Socratic Method. This means that you are expected to answer 
questions about the text and material that we have covered in class AND TO HAVE THOUGHT ABOUT ITS 
IMPLICATIONS. You will quickly learn that one of my favorite questions is, "what does that mean?".  You are 
expected to read and prepare for discussions. This course is not a spectator sport – meaning that students to 
do well must immerse themselves in it.  I assume that the reading for the day will be done for the day that it is 
assigned. LEARN TO PACE YOURSELF ACCORDINGLY! This is especially the case in Scope and Methods.   
 
 Respect for Colleagues and Their Comments 
 
 Additionally, you are on notice that this course sometimes engages in difficult discussions about our 
political leaders. Hopefully we will have intelligent discussions regarding the concepts involved in the course. 
Above all, everyone will have the right to express their informed beliefs freely and openly without fear of 
reprisal from other students or myself. 


 Attendance 
 
 Seventh, I do not have a mandatory attendance policy.  However, I send around attendance sheets at the 
beginning of each class so I know who has attended class, and so I can gauge your class participation even if you 
do not speak in class.  Persons who are "borderline" in their grades may receive the "benefit of the doubt" in the 
final computation of grades if they have frequently attended class.  It is YOUR responsibility to sign the attendance 
sheet.  The sheet is sent around at the beginning of each class.  If you are late, you must see me after class to sign 
it; otherwise, I will not give you the "benefit of the doubt."  You are responsible for announcements made in class 
and changes to the course syllabus and expectations even if you are absent when such announcements are made.  
This is especially the case in Scope and Methods.   
 
 Laptops and Audiotaping Allowed 
  
 I prohibit the use of laptops in class.  Laptops, while useful in some contexts, represent a barrier 
between professor and student and actually may make student understanding more difficult as students 
are transformed from learners into typists.  Also, other students’ use of laptops may represent a 
distraction from lecture and class discussion.  If you have concerns about this policy, please see me. 
 
 If you have disabilities regarding handwriting notes, I encourage you to tape record the lectures, which 
is allowed.  Students who miss class should see me before requesting your notes, and the student who has 
missed must make all reasonable accommodations to meet your scheduling limitations for conducting the 
exchange.  The student providing the notes is not responsible for providing any materials and should not incur 
any expenses associated with the exchange.  Students providing the notes are not required to provide notes 
for more than three (3) lecture periods that have been missed.  If you feel that you are being coerced about 
providing your notes to someone who is not attending class, please see me immediately.  I reserve the right to 
revoke the privilege of using the above devices.  
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 Word Processing Required 
 
 Ninth, all assignments (with the exceptions of exams and quizzes done in class and the MICRO-CASE 
exercises) must be typewritten or word processed. If you do not know how to use a computer or word 
processor, it is strongly recommended that you learn to do so. If you are concerned about this, please see me. 
Numerous tutorials are available on campus to assist you. You should allocate enough time for printer 
cartridges to run dry and dogs to eat papers and computer disks! You laugh, but trust me: I have heard every 
excuse in the book! Late assignments will receive reduced grades at the rate of one letter grade per calendar 
day late or part thereof. 
 
 Duplicates of Assignments 
 


Tenth, while I have never lost an assignment, I require that you make copies of all work submitted to me 
in the unlikely event that something should happen. In the event that I should need a copy of the assignment, 
and you are not able to provide it, you will not receive credit. Even after I have returned materials to you, please 
hold on to the work until after you have received your grade from the Registrar. This protects you from any 
possibility that you might receive an erroneous grade. 


Technological Tools 
 
 Eleventh, I require that everyone learn how to use e-mail and the technological tools associated with 
the course. They can facilitate your comprehension of the course material. I have found that this encourages 
students to communicate with me about questions you may have regarding the material discussed in class. You 
are responsible for any assignments or other information that I distribute on the course’s associated web sites 
or via email. If you already have an e-mail account (either through the University or a commercial server), 
please do not sign-up for an additional account, but give me your address. You should check your mail on a 
regular basis as I post any changes about class assignments to your account and/or to the course-associated 
web site. If your email address changes during the semester, you MUST NOTIFY ME.  This is a course 
requirement.  
 
 Classroom Decorum  
 


• Because it is disruptive to everyone to have students arrive late and/or leave early, you must be on 
time for every class and you are expected to remain in class until the period is completed, unless there 
are extraordinary circumstances (e.g., you are about to become ill on the person in front of you) or 
you have informed me of your urgent need to leave before the period ends.  “Urgent need” does not 
include job-related responsibilities or issues.  How would you act once you manage to find a job in 
the “real world”? Would you arrive late or leave early? Submit assignments and reports late? Act in a 
disruptive manner? Act professionally now and it will be easier to transition later to the professional 
world.   


 
• Do not talk (even in a whisper) with any of your neighbors.  It disturbs them and it disturbs me.  If you 


are talking, I presume you have a question about the material and I will ask you about it.   
 
• Do not listen to a Walkman, read a newspaper or other material not previously assigned for class. If 


you do so, you will be counted ABSENT FOR THE DAY.  Repeated violation of this rule will result in a 
grade of WF or F. 
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• PLEASE SILENCE YOUR CELL PHONES AND/OR BEEPERS.  Repeated violation of this rule constitutes 
“continuous unruly behavior.”  (See Classroom Decorum Policy No. 5 below). 


 
• Continuous unruly behavior will result in a grade of WF or F.  An example of this is the persistent 


discourtesy of talking in class while someone else (including the instructor) is doing so.  The 
classroom is not a living room, in which one talks during a television show.  If you wish to talk, absent 
yourself from class with the appropriate diminution of your class grade. 


 
 Time-Sensitive Communications and Assignments 
 


In past semesters, some students have had difficulty submitting assignments to me by the due date and 
time.  This difficulty arises, in part, from their reliance on email and other technologies beyond their control.  
Accordingly, for time-sensitive communications, send me a message through the WebCourse Mail tool, contact 
me on the telephone, or see me in person during office hours.  This is especially the case in Scope and Methods.   
 
 Best Allies 
 


The professor is not your friend.  He cannot be your friend, as he is charged with the weighty 
responsibility of assessing your understanding of the course material and work in an objective manner.  He may 
act in a courteous, kind and helpful manner, but do not mistake that for friendship.  You will find that your 
colleagues will likely have similar backgrounds and experiences and that they can be your best allies in making 
it through this course, just as you will discover in later life.   
 
 Your best allies in helping you make it through this course unscathed are those sitting around you.  
They will help you understand the material better, and you will do the same for them.  By teaching the material 
to fellow students, one begins to truly understand the concepts and ideas discussed.  The learning process 
begins with teaching.  This is especially the case in Scope and Methods.   
 
 Syllabus NOT a Contract 
 
 Finally, this syllabus is not deemed to be a contract. I reserve the right to change any of the exam times 
or assignments by providing you with a forty-eight hour notice of such changes. Such changes are announced 
in class, sent on e-mail and/or posted on the course WebCourse site. Therefore, you are responsible for any 
changes that may occur during the course of the session.  If you are late, you should check with your 
classmates about the missed material. As such, your absence in class is not deemed a sufficient excuse as to 
why work is incomplete. In the event that the University administration closes school for any reason (e.g., 
hurricane), any assignments or examinations that were scheduled on the day of the canceled class will be due 
at the next regularly scheduled class meeting. 
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TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE, TOPICS AND ASSIGNMENTS 
 


H&D = Hoover and Donovan’s The Elements of Social Scientific Thinking (9th ed.) 
Le Roy = Le Roy’s Research Methods in Political Science:  An Introduction Using Micro-Case (7th ed.) 


 
PROJECTED DATE TOPIC READINGS ASSIGNMENT 
June 27 – June 30 Course requirements 


Brief Introduction to MICRO-CASE 
The Scientific Method 
Studying Politics Scientifically  
A Brief History of the Scientific Study  
   of Politics 
The Research Process (Deduction,    
   Induction and Theory-Building) 


Syllabus and Attachments 
H&D, Chapt. 1 
Le Roy, pp. xi-xviii 
Carlson and Hyde, Chapt. 1,  
   “How Do We Know  
   What’s True?”     
   (WebCourses Reserves) 


WebCT Intro (due  
   Friday, July 1 by  
   17:00)  
 
Assignment 1:  
Distinguishing  
   Empirical from  
   Normative  
   Statements (due  
   Wednesday, June 29 
   by 12:00 noon) 
 
Assignment 2:  
Le Roy, Chapt. 1,         


exercises 1-11 (due 
Thurs., June 30 by 
12:00) 


MONDAY, JULY 4 *** UCF Holiday – No Class ***   


July 5 – July 6 Concepts and Operational 
   Definitions   
Measurement Validity  
Reliability of Measures of Political  
   Phenomena 
Types of Data 
Levels of Measurement (NOIR) 
Types of Research Designs 


H&D, Chapt. 3 and  
   pp. 84-89 
Le Roy, Chapts. 2 and 3 


Assignment 3: 
Le Roy, Chapt. 2,   
   exercises 1- 13 (due, 
   Tues., July 5 by  
   12:00) 


    July 6 Explanations and Hypothesis Testing 
Null and Alternative Hypotheses 
The Ecological and Individual  
   Fallacies 


H&D, Chapt. 4 
Le Roy, Chapts. 4 and 5 
 


Assignment 4: 
Le Roy, Chapt. 3, 
   exercises 1-10 (due  
   Wed., July 6 by  
   12:00) 


Thurs., July 7 *** TEST I ***  STUDY! 
July 11 – July 14 Using and Interpreting Descriptive 


Statistics 
Describing Variables 
Frequency Distributions and Tables 
Measures of Central Tendency  
Measures of Dispersion 
Standardized Scores (z-scores) 
 
Bivariate Analyses 
Making Comparisons 


Le Roy, Chapts. 8 and 9 Assignment 5: 
Le Roy, Chapt. 4,  
   exercises 1-14 (due  
   Mon., July 11 by  
   12:00) 
 
Assignment 6:   
Le Roy, Chapt. 5,  
    exercises 1-7 (due  
    Wed., July 13 by     
    12:00) 
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Cross-Tabulations and their   
    Interpretation 
Graphical Analysis  


Thurs., July 14 *** NO CLASS – PROF.  OUT OF 
TOWN *** 


  


July 18 – July 21 Bivariate Analyses (continued) 
Making Controlled Comparisons 
Types of Analytical Relationships 
Cross-Tabulations with Three  
   Variables 
Means Comparison Analysis 


Le Roy, Chapt. 12 Assignment 7: 
Le Roy, Chapt. 8,  
   exercises 1-11 (due  
   Mon., July 18 by 


12:00) 
 
Assignment 8: 
Le Roy, Chapt. 9,  
    exercises 1-10 (due  
    Wed., July 20 by 


12:00) 
Thurs., July 21 *** TEST II ***    Study for the Test! 
July 25 – July 28 Using and Interpreting Inferential 


Statistics 
Sample Size and Random Error 
The Standard Normal Distribution 
Standard Deviation and Random  
   Error 
Inference Using the Standard Normal    


and t-Distributions 
Statistical Significance and    
   Hypothesis Testing 
Comparing Two Sample Means 
Comparing Two Sample Proportions 
Measures of Association and their  
   Use 
The PRE Approach 


H&D, re-read Chapt. 5 (pp. 
84-92) 
Le Roy, Chapt. 6 


Assignment 9: 
Le Roy, Chapt. 12,  
    exercises 1-13 (due  
    Mon., July 25 by 


12:00) 
 
Assignment 10: 
Le Roy, Chapt. 6,  
    exercises 1-8 (due  
    Wed., July 27 by 


12:00)  


Aug. 1 – Aug. 3 Correlation (r), its Uses and  
   Limitations 
Bivariate Regression 
R-Squared (R2) 
Dummy Variables 
Multivariate Regression 
Interaction Effects in Multivariate  
   Regression 
OLS  
Multicollinearity 


H&D, Chapt. 5 (pp. 92-110) 
Le Roy, Chapt. 10 
Le Roy, Chapt. 13 


Assignment 11: 
Le Roy, Chapt. 10,  
   exercises 1-6 (due  


Mon., Aug. 1 by 
12:00) 


Assignment 12: 
Le Roy, Chapt. 13, 


exercises 1-9 (due 
Tues., Aug. 2 by 
12:00) 


Thurs., Aug. 4, 
12:00-13:50 


*** TEST III (Final Exam) *** – NO 
EXCEPTIONS to this date and time. 
Do not ask, as I cannot grant 
them. 


   Study for the Test! 
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Policy on Cheating and Plagiarism 
 


The Golden Rule: A Handbook for Students (University of Central Florida) defines academic dishonesty as including 
cheating and plagiarism. Cheating is defined as "unauthorized assistance; communication to another through written, 
visual or oral means. The presentation of material which has not been studied or learned, but obtained through 
someone else’s efforts and used as part of an examination, course assignment or project constitutes a violation. The 
unauthorized possession or use of examination or course related material may also constitute cheating" (p. 6). 
Plagiarism is defined as the deliberate use of another’s work, whether directly quoted or paraphrased, "without any 
indication of source, thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s own. Any student 
failing to properly credit ideas or materials taken from another is plagiarizing. Any student who knowingly helps another 
violate academic behavior standards is also in violation of the standards (p.6-7)".  The current version of the Golden Rule 
may be located by navigating to http://www.ucf.edu/goldenrule/.  You are responsible for knowing it and abiding by it 
in ALL of the elements of this course.  
 
Normally, the penalty for a violation of this policy is an "F" in the course.   
 


Statement of ADA Compliance 
 
I cooperate with the Office of Disability Services to make reasonable accommodations for qualified students with 
disabilities. Please present your written accommodation request on or before the sixth class day (beginning of the 
second week of classes). 
  
[Portions of this policy were adapted from the University of North Texas Department of Political Science Policy on 
Cheating and Plagiarism] 
 
 
 
Thanks to Drs. Fine, Jewett, Knuckey and Pollock (all of the University of Central Florida’s Department of Political 
Science) and Dr. Vanessa Baird (Department of Political Science, University of Colorado at Boulder) for their generous 
sharing of their Scope and Methods syllabi and other course materials.   



http://www.ucf.edu/goldenrule/
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