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Honors American Government POS 2041H 
Dr. Aubrey Jewett Session: Fall 2013 T & R 
Office: Phillips Hall 302 E  Credit Hours: 3 
Phone: 407-823-6030 (direct) 2608 (main office) Class Room: BA1 0213  
E-mail: aubrey.jewett@ucf.edu Class Time: 10:30 a.m. - 11:45 a.m. 
Office Hours: T&R 8:00 -10:00 am & 12:00-1:00 pm & online by email or in person by appointment 
 
Course Description 
Politics can be defined as deciding who gets what, when and how in society.  In Honors American National 
Government we look at politics in America.  We examine the major political participants: non-governmental actors like 
voters, interest groups and party activists; and governmental ones like the president, congressional representatives and 
federal judges.  We analyze the constitutional and federalist structures that characterize American national government.  
We focus on the institutions that make up the American political system including the executive, legislative and judicial 
branches and the processes involved in political decision making like public opinion, voter participation, agenda setting 
and campaigns. We survey the public policy outcomes that emerge from political debate that affect civil liberties and 
rights, the economy, and social welfare.  
 
Goals 
1. Factual Knowledge – Students will learn basic facts and concepts about American government, politics and policy. 
2. Diversity – Students will explore the role of diversity in American government focusing on contemporary minority 
American culture as defined by race, ethnicity, gender, social and economic class, age, sexual orientation and physical 
ability. 
3. Critical Thinking – Students will discuss, write and think critically about politics, policy and politicians. 
 
Required Texts 
 
1. Thomas R. Dye and Ronald Keith Gaddie, Politics in America 2012 Election, 10th ed. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice 
Hall, 2014. 
2. CQ Researcher, Issues for Debate in American Public Policy, 13th ed. Washington DC: CQ Press, 2013. 
 
Evaluation 
 
60%  Three Examinations - Closed book consisting of multiple choice questions on information from the Dye book, 
and short answers from the CQ readings. Please bring a brown scantron and a #2 pencil on test day. 
 
30% CQ Critiques (3) – You will be assigned three dates on which your papers will be do. Each paper will summarize 
and analyze the policy issue we cover in the CQ Researcher selections on a particular day. You are expected to complete 
each summary and bring it to class on the day we are scheduled to cover that topic in class and participate in the 
discussion we have on these issues and turn it in at the end of class. Using 12 point Times New Roman Font with 1 inch 
margins, write 2000-3000 words for each article (you may go a little longer – on the title page include an appropriate title 
and the word count). Use the following format to organize each paper (and use subheadings for each section): Start with a 
brief introduction to your topic. Next you will have four sections coinciding with the four yes/no questions. For each of 
the yes/no questions do the following: 1. List the question and write a balanced answer that has both the yes and no 
response for each (label one “Yes” and cover that side of the argument and then label one “No” and cover that side). 2. 
Use the internet to update that question (label it “Update”). List a development that has occurred since publication of the 
article. Cite the source or sources for your information at the end of your update section. 3. Explain how you think about 
this question and why. Finally at the end of the paper conclude with a brief summary of what you have covered and 
learned. 
 
10% Two Current Events/ Class Participation – Two current event presentations from an opinion piece concerning 
national politics or policy written by a columnist who has signed his or her name. The opinion piece should have appeared 
within one week of your due date. Presentation should be brief (about one-two minutes) and include title, author, source, a 
summary of the piece and a brief evaluation of the substance of the article (not the style) – for instance do you agree or 
disagree and why. Choose a column from the website www.realclearpolitics.com which pulls many columns each day 
from around the country. You must use a different source from within realclearpolitics.com for each presentation. Class 
discussion will count half of your participation grade. 



mailto:aubrey.jewett@ucf.edu

http://www.realclearpolitics.com/





 
Policies 
 
1. Attendance is strongly encouraged and is part of your participation grade. I take roll every class. Students who have 
perfect attendance in all classes preceding an exam are eligible for a bonus of from 1-3 points on the exam.  
2. In fairness to students who show up for exams, make up exams are given only when the student contacts the professor 
before or on the day of the exam and a verifiable extenuating circumstance exists (such as illness with a physician’s note 
or an accident with a police report). Make up exams for other reasons are at the discretion of the professor and are subject 
to a full letter grade penalty.  
3. Late assignments are accepted up to one week from the due date but will incur a ten-point penalty. 
4. This class is on a ten point grading scale with no plus/minus grades: A 100-90; B 89-80; C 79-70, D 69-60, F 59-0. 
5. Disabled students registered with Disability Services will be given needed accommodations. 
6. I expect professional and ethical behavior from my students in class and on tests and assignments. I enforce the UCF 
policies pertaining to academic honesty and students should familiarize themselves with the Golden Rule. Also please be 
courteous to fellow students by being on time (be unobtrusive if you are late), turning off cell phones (no texting), paying 
attention and staying on task if you have a laptop (not random browsing and emailing), and by staying quiet except when 
participating. 
 
Course Outline  
 
This outline may change during the semester. It is your responsibility to come to class and keep informed. 
 
Day Date Assignment Day Date Assignment 
T 
 


8/20 Introduction; D 1 Politics 
 


T 
 


10/15 D 10 Congress 
 


R 8/22 
 


D 2 Political Culture 
 


R 10/17 D 11 President 
CQ 1 Rising Tensions Over Iran 


T 
 


8/27 D 2 Political Culture & D 3 The Constitution 
CQ 14 Immigration Conflict 


T 
 


10/22 D 11 President 
CQ 5 Space Program 


R 8/29 D 3 The Constitution 
CQ 10 Student Debt 


R 10/24 Midterm Exam 2 


T 
 


9/3 D 4  Federalism 
CQ 4 Water Crisis in the West  


M 10/28 Withdrawal Deadline.  Last day to withdraw 
without grade penalty 


R 9/5 D 4  Federalism & D 5 Opinion & Participation 
 


T 
 


10/29 D 13 Courts  
 


T 
 


9/10 D 5 Opinion and Participation 
CQ 3 Fracking Controversy  


R 10/31 D 14 Civil Liberties 
CQ 11 Youth Volunteerism  


R 9/12 D 6 Mass Media 
 


T 
 


11/5 D 14 Civil Liberties  
 


T 
 


9/17 D 6 Mass Media 
CQ 6 Financial Misconduct 


R 11/7 D 15 Civil Rights 
CQ 15 Preventing Disease 


R 9/19 Midterm Exam 1 T 
 


11/12 D 15 Civil Rights & D 16 Economy 
CQ 8 Attracting Jobs 


T 
 


9/24 D 7 Political Parties 
 


R 11/14 D 16 Economy  
 


R 9/26 D 7 Political Parties 
CQ 12 “Occupy” Movement 


T 
 


11/19 D 17 Social Welfare 
CQ  13 Child Poverty 


T 
 


10/1 D 8 Campaigns & Elections 
 


R 11/21 D 17 Social Welfare & D 18 National Security 


R 10/3 Campaigns & Elections  
CQ 9 Digital Education 


T 
 


11/26 D 18 National Security 
CQ 2 Foreign Aid and National Security 


T 
 


10/8 D 9 Interest Groups 
 


R 11/28 Thanksgiving Holiday 


R 10/10 D 10 Congress 
CQ 7 Reviving Manufacturing 


T 
 


12/10 Final Exam 10:00 am – 12:50 pm 


 





		Goals

		D 11 President

		CQ 10 Student Debt

		D 9 Interest Groups

		Final Exam 10:00 am – 12:50 pm

		CQ 7 Reviving Manufacturing






POS 3182W Florida Politics 


Fall 2013 Syllabus 


Contact Information 


Instructor: Dr. Aubrey Jewett 


Office: Phillips Hall 302 E 


Office Hours: Online by e-mail or in person T & R 8-10am and 12-1pm. 


Phone: Political Science Main Office 407-823-2608; Direct Office Line 407-823-6030 


E-mail: aubrey.jewett@ucf.edu 


Course Description and Goals 


Florida Politics examines politics in the Sunshine State focusing on foundations, 
institutions, processes and policy. We look at the changing demographic and economic 
environment of Florida, the state constitution, political culture and public opinion. We 
examine participation in state and local politics, the role of interest groups and political 
parties and the conduct of state and local elections. We explore Florida’s governmental 
institutions including the legislature, executive branch, bureaucracy, and courts. We 
also investigate the structure, function, governance and challenges facing local 
government in Florida. Finally we analyze and evaluate state and local policy in the 
Sunshine State including criminal justice, land use, economic development, civil rights, 
education, health, welfare and taxing and spending. 


Goals 


1. Knowledge: Students will understand basic facts and concepts related to Florida 
politics and policy. 


2. Comparative Approach: Students will look at politics and policy in Florida to see how 
and why politics operates in our state as contrasted to other states. 


3. Knowledge Extension: Students will examine a variety of websites related to Florida 
politics and describe, analyze and reflect on information that extends beyond the class 
texts. 


4. Political Geography: Students will analyze Florida to see how politics, policy and 
political culture vary in different regions, markets and counties. 







5. Diversity: Students will explore how diversity impacts state politics and policy 
focusing on contemporary minority American culture as defined by race, ethnicity, 
gender, social and economic class, age, sexual orientation and physical ability. 


6. Current Issues: Students will find, discuss, and express thoughtful opinions about 
current politics and policy in Florida. 


Required Texts 


1. Susan MacManus, Aubrey Jewett, Thomas Dye & David Bonanza  (MJDB), Politics in 
Florida, 3rd ed., Tallahassee: Florida Institute of Government Press, 2011 
 
2. Kevin Hill, Susan MacManus, & Dario Moreno (HMM), Eds. Florida Politics: Ten Media 
Markets, One Powerful State, Tallahassee: Florida Institute of Government Press, 2004 


Evaluation 


6 Modules – 78% of your total grade. Each module consists of 2 graded activities: Chapter 
Quiz and Extend, Update & Discuss. Each module will usually cover 2 chapters from the 
Politics in Florida text and 2 chapters from the Ten Media Markets text. Since this course is 
over the 16 week fall term you will have about two weeks to do each module. 


Chapter Quiz – 36% of total grade. Each quiz will usually have 50 questions 
primarily covering material from the two texts (although more questions will come from 
Politics in Florida). You will normally have 60 minutes to take the quiz. You may take the 
quiz a second time to improve your score. If you pass the first quiz with at least a 60 or 
higher and choose to take the quiz a second time I will take the higher score of the two 
attempts as your grade for the quiz. If you score less than 60 on the first attempt and take 
the quiz a second time I will take the average of the two attempts as your grade for the quiz. 
You should read the chapters and study before starting the quiz as you will not have time to 
look up every answer. 


Extend, Update & Discuss – 42% of total grade. I will put you in small groups for the 
online discussion based on your last name. Extend, Update & Discuss will include several 
steps. First you will visit several websites tied to the readings and then describe, analyze 
and reflect on several things you learned about Florida politics and policy from those sites 


that extends your knowledge beyond what is found in the text (750-1000 words). Next you 
will update information from the readings by looking up and writing a 350-500 word 
current event. You will upload this paper (the knowledge extension and current event) 
using the assignment function and also paste it into your discussion group. Finally you 
must engage in discussion with your fellow classmates by responding to their 
knowledge extension and current event. The discussion will require a minimum of three 
postings each module: the initial posting of your paper and then at least two postings 
responding to your fellow students. You should attempt to engage in professional 
college level discussion with your classmates. Highest grades go to students who 
exceed my expectations for quantity and quality of their papers and their discussion with 
classmates. Two additional postings is the minimum to get a C on that part of the 







assignment. You will need 8 or more (depending on quality and length) additional 
postings to get the highest possible score on discussing with class mates. 


To grade discussion I have developed a rubric (scoring guidelines). Each discussion is 
worth up to 100 points: 50 points are possible for knowledge extension, 30 points for the 
current event, and 20 points for discussing things with your classmates. In addition 
there will be a 10 point penalty for each day the initial posting is late. So 10 points off for 
one day late and 20 points off for two days late and so on until the module closes. Once 
the module closes you will not be able to post further and I will not accept your postings. 


Media Market Analysis - 22% of your total grade. You will write a media market analysis 
on one of the media markets covered in our text (I will assign you a particular media 
market). Your analysis will be 3500 to 5000 words long, double-spaced with Times New 
Roman font and will have four sections: a summary of your media market chapter, an 
update of key statistics since the text was published (put in tables and described and 
analyzed), summary and analysis of two current political/policy issues specific to your 
media market, and a conclusion that evaluates the current and likely future political 
power of this market. I will make specific market assignments and post more details 
soon. You may start the paper while we are working on the modules but will also have 
two or three weeks to work on the paper after the modules are over if you like. The 
paper will be due no later than Thursday, December 5 


at 11:00 p.m. 


Policies 


1. If you have questions about the course of a general nature do not e-mail me initially. 
Instead post your question in the Discussions section of the web site. Once in Discussions 
section select the topic “Questions for Professor Jewett” and then hit “Create Message,” 
type in your question and then hit “post.” Wait 48 hours for a response. You should review 
this section before asking your question as someone else may have already asked it. Of 
course if your problem is personal (grade related for instance) or involves not being able to 
get on the site (and hence unable to get to Discussions) feel free to e-mail me at my normal 
e-mail address. 


2. If you would like to seek the help of fellow students go to Discussions and select the topic 
“Students Seeking Help from Students” and post your question as above. This can be a 
technical question about computer problems or a subject matter question. I will give extra 
credit to students who help others! 


3. Online courses require students to be self-motivated and do work on a regular basis 
without being reminded of assignments and due dates. The average student can expect to 
put in at least 6-8 hours a week on this course if they want to do well. You will be reading 2 
chapters from the main text and 2 articles from the reader each module. You can also 
expect that you will write 1500-2000 words a module (counting initial postings and 
discussions with others) if you want to do well. 


4. Late assignments will not be accepted once a quiz, discussion or module closes (as 
mentioned above I will take your initial paper posting on discussion late with a 10 point per 







day penalty but once the module closes that will be it). Do not wait until the last minute to do 
assignments. Computer problems and Internet connection problems will happen. They are 
not acceptable excuses for missing due dates and deadlines. 


5. I follow and enforce the UCF policies pertaining to academic honesty and integrity and 
expect professional student conduct. See the UCF policies established in the Golden Rule if 
you are unfamiliar. 


6. Students registered with UCF Disability Services will be given accommodation as 
needed.  


Grading Scale 


This class is on a 10 point grading scale with no plus minus grades. 


100-90 A (Outstanding or excellent work) 


89-80 B (Good, above average work) 


79-70 C (Average work) 


69-60 D (Below average, poor work) 


59-0 F (Unacceptable work or missed assignment) 


Assignment Due Dates 


Module 1 Florida’s Political Culture and Constitution: Quiz due by Wednesday  9/4 at 11 
pm; Initial discussion posting due by Thursday 9/5 at 11 pm; additional postings due by, and 
module closes on, Monday 9/9 11:00 pm 


PLEASE NOTE: JUST BECAUSE SOME DUE DATES FALLS OVER THE LABOR DAY 
HOLIDAY DOES NOT MEAN YOU HAVE TO WAIT UNTIL THEN TO DO THE 
ASSIGNMENT! 


For Module 1 please read: 


Politics in Florida chapters 1 Political Culture and 2 Constitution 


Media Market chapters Introduction and 1 Florida Overview 


Module 2 Public Opinion, Parties and Elections: Quiz due by Wednesday 9/18 at 11 pm; 
Initial discussion posting due by Thursday 9/19 at 11 pm; additional postings due by, and 
module closes on, Monday 9/23 11:00 pm 


For Module 2 please read: 







Politics in Florida chapters 3 Public Opinion and 4 Parties and Elections 


Media Market chapters 2 Florida’s Black Voters and 3 Youth Florida’s Hispanic Voters 


Module 3 Interest Groups and the Legislature: Quiz due by Wednesday 10/2 at 11 pm; 
Initial discussion posting due by Thursday 10/3 at 11 pm; additional postings due by, and 
module closes on, Monday 10/7 11:00 pm 


For Module 3 please read: 


Politics in Florida chapters 5 Interest Groups and 6 Legislature 


Media Market chapters 4 West Florida and 5 North to Central Florida 


Module 4 Executive Branch and Courts and Crime: Quiz due by Wednesday 10/16 at 11 
pm; Initial discussion posting due by Thursday 10/17 at 11 pm; additional postings due by, 
and module closes on, Monday 10/21 11:00 pm 


For Module 4 please read: 


Politics in Florida chapters 7 Executive Branch and 8 Courts and Crimes 


Media Market chapters 6 Northeast Florida and Jacksonville and 7 Tampa Bay 


Withdrawal Deadline Monday 10/28 


Module 5 Taxing, Spending and Local Government: Quiz due by Wednesday 10/30 at 11 
pm; Initial discussion posting due by Thursday 10/31 at 11 pm; additional postings due by, 
and module closes on, Monday 11/4 11:00 pm 


For Module 5 please read: 


Politics in Florida chapters 9 Taxing and Spending and 10 Local Government 


Media Market chapters and 8 Central Florida and 9 Southwest Florida 


Module 6 Education, Welfare and Health and Environment and Growth Management: Quiz 
due by Wednesday 11/13 at 11 pm; Initial discussion posting due by Thursday 11/14 at 11 
pm; additional postings due by, and module closes on, Monday 11/18 11:00 pm 


PLEASE NOTE: JUST BECAUSE SOME DUE DATE FALLS OVER THE VETERANS’ DAY 
HOLIDAY DOES NOT MEAN YOU HAVE TO WAIT UNTIL THEN TO DO THE 
ASSIGNMENT! 


For Module 6 please read: 







Politics in Florida chapters 11 Education, Social Welfare and Health Care and 12 
Environment, Growth Management, and Economic Development 


Media Market chapters 10 Palm Beach and the Treasure Coast and 11 South Florida 


Getting Started 


To begin the course, go back to the home page and then click on Learning Modules and 
then read and follow the instructions for Module 1. 


 








PUP 4003W American Public Policy 


Fall 2013 Syllabus 


Contact Information 


Instructor: Dr. Aubrey Jewett 


Office: Phillips Hall 302 E 


Office Hours: Online by e-mail or in person T & R 8-10am and 12-1pm. 


Phone: Political Science Main Office 407-823-2608; Direct Office Line 407-823-6030 


E-mail: aubrey.jewett@ucf.edu 


Course Description 


Public policy is whatever government chooses to do or not to do. In American Public Policy 
we will seek to understand policymaking in the United States. We will focus on how policy is 
made, how it can be studied and the substantive issues that policy makers are debating 
today. There are at least eight models of public policy that we will examine: institutional, 
process, rational, incremental, group, elite, public choice and game theory. Policy areas to 
be studied include criminal justice, health and welfare, education, economic, tax, trade and 
immigration, environmental and energy, civil rights, defense and homeland security. 


Goals 


1. Students will understand basic definitions and concepts related to public policy, policy 
analysis and policy evaluation. 


2. Students will describe and apply eight models of policy analysis. 


3. Students will trace and analyze the major steps in the formal policy making process. 


4. Students will learn the background, current situation, and outlook regarding a variety of 
substantive public policy areas. 


5. Students will compare and contrast opposing views concerning issues for debate in 
American public policy. 


6. Students will evaluate current policy problems and formulate their own views on critical 
issues. 


Required Texts 







1. Thomas R. Dye, Understanding Public Policy (14
th
 ed.), Upper Saddle River, NJ: 


Pearson, 2013. ISBN 978-0-205-23882-8 (I will call this the “Dye” book) 


2. Issues for Debate in American Public Policy (13th ed.), Washington DC: CQ Press, 2013. 
ISBN 978-1-4522-3992-7(I will call this the “CQ” book) 


Evaluation 


8 Modules – 100% of your total grade. Each module consists of 2 graded activities: Chapter 
Quiz and CQ Policy Analysis & Discussion. Each module will usually cover 2 chapters from 
the Dye text and 2 articles from the CQ reader. Since this course is over the 16 week fall 
term you will have about two weeks to do each module. 


Chapter Quiz – 40% of total grade. Each quiz will usually have 50 questions 
primarily covering material from the Dye book. You will normally have 60 minutes to take 
the quiz. You may take the quiz a second time to improve your score. If you pass the first 
quiz with at least a 60 or higher and choose to take the quiz a second time I will take the 
higher score of the two attempts as your grade for the quiz. If you score less than 60 on the 
first attempt and take the quiz a second time I will take the average of the two attempts as 
your grade for the quiz. You should read the chapters and articles and study before starting 
the quiz as you will not have time to look up every answer. 


CQ Policy Analysis & Discussion – 60% of total grade. I will put you in small groups 
for the online discussion based on your last name. CQ Policy Analysis & Discussion will 
include several steps. First you will give opposing positions on a number of current policy 
questions covered in the CQ reader. Next you will update information from the readings and 
explain how it relates to one of the questions. Finally you will give your opinion and explain 
why you believe the way you do for each of the policy questions. The overall paper will be 
1200-1700 words each week. You will upload this paper using the assignment function and 
also paste it into your discussion group. Finally you must engage in discussion with your 
fellow classmates by responding to their comparisons and contrast and current event. The 
discussion will require a minimum of three postings each week: the initial posting of your 
paper and then at least two postings responding to your fellow students. You should attempt 
to engage in professional college level discussion with your classmates. Highest grades go 
to students who exceed my expectations for quantity and quality of their papers and their 
discussion with classmates. The required two additional postings is the minimum to get a C 
on that part of the assignment. You will need a total of 8 or more (depending on quality and 
length) additional postings to get the highest possible score on discussing with class mates. 


To grade CQ Policy Analysis & Discussion I have developed a rubric (scoring guidelines). 
Each CQ Policy Analysis & Discussion is worth up to 100 points: 36 points are possible for 
giving the yes and no positions to the policy questions, 20 points for the update, 24 points 
for expressing your opinion, and 20 points for discussing things with your classmates. In 
addition there will be a 10 point penalty for each day the initial posting is late. So 10 points 
off for one day late, 20 points off for two days late, and etc. Once the module closes you will 
not be able to post further and I will not accept your postings. 


Policies 







1. If you have questions about the course of a general nature do not e-mail me initially. 
Instead post your question in the Discussions section of the web site. Once in Discussions 
section select the topic “Questions for Professor Jewett” and then hit “Create Message,” 
type in your question and then hit “post.” Wait 48 hours for a response. You should review 
this section before asking your question as someone else may have already asked it. Of 
course if your problem is personal (grade related for instance) or involves not being able to 
get on the site (and hence unable to get to Discussions) feel free to e-mail me at my normal 
e-mail address. 


2. If you would like to seek the help of fellow students go to Discussions and select the topic 
“Students Seeking Help from Students” and post your question as above. This can be a 
technical question about computer problems or a subject matter question. I will give extra 
credit to students who help others! 


3. Online courses require students to be self-motivated and do work on a regular basis 
without being reminded of assignments and due dates. The average student can expect to 
put in at least 6-8 hours a week on this course if they want to do well. You will be reading 2 
chapters from the main text and 2 articles from the reader each module. You can also 
expect that you will write 1500-2000 words a module (counting initial postings and 
discussions with others) if you want to do well. 


4. Late assignments will not be accepted once a quiz, discussion or module closes (as 
mentioned above I will take your initial paper posting on discussion late with a 10 point per 
day penalty but once the module closes that will be it). Do not wait until the last minute to do 
assignments. Computer problems and Internet connection problems will happen. They are 
not acceptable excuses for missing due dates and deadlines. 


5. I will drop your lowest quiz score and lowest CQ Policy Analysis & Discussion score 
when I compute your final grade - this may occur in the same week and module or it could 
be a quiz from one week and a CQ Policy Analysis & Discussion from another. Since I am 
not accepting late assignments after a module closes this will provide you a measure of 
protection should something happen that prevents you from doing a module or part of a 
module (computer glitch, illness, vacation etc.). And if you are happy with your grade on the 
first seven modules you can skip the last one. 


6. I follow and enforce the UCF policies pertaining to academic honesty and integrity and 
expect professional student conduct. See the UCF policies established in the Golden Rule if 
you are unfamiliar. 


7. Students registered with UCF Disability Services will be given accommodation as 
needed.  


Grading Scale 


This class is on a 10 point grading scale with no plus minus grades. 


100-90 A (Outstanding or excellent work) 







89-80 B (Good, above average work) 


79-70 C (Average work) 


69-60 D (Below average, poor work) 


59-0 F (Unacceptable work or missed assignment) 


Assignment Due Dates 


Module 1 Policy Analysis and Evaluation: Quiz due by Wednesday  8/28 at 11 pm; Initial 
discussion posting due by Thursday 8/29 at 11 pm; additional postings due by, and module 
closes on, Monday 9/2 11:00 pm 


PLEASE NOTE: JUST BECAUSE SOME DUE DATES FALLS OVER THE LABOR DAY 
HOLIDAY DOES NOT MEAN YOU HAVE TO WAIT UNTIL THEN TO DO THE 
ASSIGNMENT! 


For Module 1 please read: 


Dye chapters 1 Policy Analysis and 4 Policy Evaluation 


CQ articles 4 Water Crisis in the West and 16 Aging Population 


Module 2 Policy Models and Process: Quiz due by Wednesday 9/11 at 11 pm; Initial 
discussion posting due by Thursday 9/12 at 11 pm; additional postings due by, and module 
closes on, Monday 9/16 11:00 pm 


For Module 2 please read: 


Dye chapters 2 Models of Politics and 3 The Policymaking Process 


CQ articles 5 Space Program and 11 Youth Volunteerism 


Module 3 Criminal Justice and Civil Rights Policy: Quiz due by Wednesday 9/25 at 11 pm; 
Initial discussion posting due by Thursday 9/26 at 11 pm; additional postings due by, and 
module closes on, Monday 9/30 11:00 pm 


For Module 3 please read: 


Dye chapters 6 Criminal Justice and 14 Civil Rights 


CQ articles 6 Financial Misconduct and 12 Occupy Movement 


Module 4 Health and Welfare Policy: Quiz due by Wednesday 10/9 at 11 pm; Initial 
discussion posting due by Thursday 10/10 at 11 pm; additional postings due by, and 
module closes on, Monday 10/14 11:00 pm 







For Module 4 please read: 


Dye chapters 7 Welfare and 8 Health Care 


CQ articles 13 Child Poverty and 15 Preventing Disease 


Module 5 Federalism and Education Policy: Quiz due by Wednesday 10/23 at 11 pm; Initial 
discussion posting due by Thursday 10/24 at 11 pm; additional postings due by, and 
module closes on, Monday 10/28 11:00 pm 


For Module 5 please read: 


Dye chapters 9 Education and 5 American Federalism 


CQ articles 9 Digital Education and 10 Student Debt 


Withdrawal Deadline Monday 10/28 


Module 6 Economic and Tax Policy: Quiz due by Wednesday 11/6 at 11 pm; Initial 
discussion posting due by Thursday 11/7 at 11 pm; additional postings due by, and module 
closes on, Monday 11/11 11:00 pm 


PLEASE NOTE: JUST BECAUSE SOME DUE DATE FALLS OVER THE VETERANS’ DAY 
HOLIDAY DOES NOT MEAN YOU HAVE TO WAIT UNTIL THEN TO DO THE 
ASSIGNMENT! 


For Module 6 please read: 


Dye chapters 10 Economic Policy and 11 Tax Policy 


CQ articles 7 Reviving Manufacturing and 8 Attracting Jobs 


Module 7 Trade, Immigration, Energy and Environmental Policy: Quiz due by Wednesday 
11/20 at 11 pm; Initial discussion posting due by Thursday 11/21 at 11 pm; additional 
postings due by, and module closes on, Monday 11/25 11:00 pm 


For Module 7 please read: 


Dye chapters 13 Energy and Environment and 14 International Trade and Immigration  


CQ articles 3 Fracking Controversy and 14 Immigration Conflict. 


Module 8 Foreign, Defense and Homeland Security Policy: Quiz due by Wednesday 12/4 at 
11 pm; Initial discussion posting due by Thursday 12/5 at 11 pm; additional postings due by, 
and module closes on, Monday 12/9 11:00 pm 


For Module 8 please read: 







Dye chapters 15 Defense Policy and 16 Homeland Security 


CQ articles 1 Rising Tensions Over Iran and 2 Foreign Aid and National Security 


Getting Started 


To begin the course, go back to the home page and then click on Learning Modules and 
then read and follow the instructions for Module 1. 
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UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL FLORIDA 
CPO 3103-0001: COMPARATIVE POLITICS 


FALL 2013 
 


Professor: Myunghee Kim                   Office: PH311f 
Class: TTh 10:30 – 11:45 am         Office Hours: TTh 2:00 – 4:00 pm 
Credit hours: 3            (& by appointment) 
Class Room: CL1 120         
E-mail: Myunghee.kim@ucf.edu      Office Phone: x36247 
CPO 3103 introduces comparative politics as a subfield of political science.  This course is 
designed to develop the understandings and skills to major or minor in political science by 
examining the world’s different political systems.  Two main objectives are: 1) understandings of 
fundamental concepts in major four aspects of political science – structural, historical-cultural, 
behavioral, and global aspects; 2) comparisons of the major aspects of liberal democratic and 
non-democratic ideologies, political economic features of democratic and authoritarian regimes, 
key institutions, political parties, interest groups, political issues, and cleavages.  
 


REQUIREMENTS 
 


Readings 
 


O’Neil, Patrick H.  Essentials of Comparative Politics. 4th Edition. New York: W. W. Norton, 
2013 (ISBN: 978-0-393-91278-4). 


 
All other reserved readings, articles, and chapters of various books are listed from page 4 to 5 in 
this syllabus.  
 


Examinations 
 
Four examinations are required for this course.  The midterm examination is 20 percent each and 
the final examination is 25 percent of your total grade.  The midterm examination will be held on 
September 19, October 17, and November 12 during the class.  The final examination will follow 
the University schedule (http://www.registrar.sdes.ucf.edu/calendar/exam/).  The details on 
examinations will be discussed during the class.  Without instructor’s prior permission to a 
specific student, there will be no make-up examinations. 
 


Assignment/Quiz 
 
Homework assignments for information/data gathering or quizzes will be given during classes. 
Five percent of the total grade is assigned for the miscellaneous assignments.  
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Attendance 
 


Students in this course are required to be present in the class.  In each class, participants have to 
follow the readings to contribute group discussion and debates as well as to submit the 
assignments.  Attendance consists of 10 percent of your total grade.  The 10 percent is divided by 
the number of total classes during the semester, thereby equally weighing each class.  If a student 
has to be absent a class, it is the person’s responsibility to provide an appropriate (official) 
document.  Without official documents, the absence will be deducted from your grade. 
 


FINAL GRADE 
 
In sum, your grade will be determined by: 


midterm exams 60% (each 20%), 
final exam 25%, 
attendance 10%, 
quiz and assignment 5% 


 
100-90 A; 89-80 B; 79-70 C; 69-60 D; lower than 60 F 
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POLICIES 
 


 Follow the Golden Rule. 
 Any disruptive and disrespectful behavior to me and to other participants will result in an F or 


administrative withdrawal. Be professional, courteous and sensitive to the rights of others. 
 Raise your hand and ask to be recognized.  Do not interrupt. 
 Late submissions are discouraged. Assignments submitted after the due date will be penalized 


by a deduction of one letter grade, and the deduction is cumulated by each class day. No work 
will be accepted more than a week after the deadline. 


 Plagiarism, the purposeful or accidental use of source material by other writers without giving 
appropriate credit, is a crime! If any indication of plagiarism is shown in a participant’s 
assignment, the participant will receive an F for the assignment. 


 No extra credit assignments will be permitted. 
 Do not miss quizzes and exams. Without instructor’s prior permission to a specific student 


and without official documents, there will be no make-up examinations. 
 You will not be permitted to take the exam if you arrive more than fifteen minutes after the 


beginning of an exam or after the first student has finished. 
 Do not miss documentaries. I do not lend documentaries to a student. 
 Homework assignment or paper as a form of e-mail attachment is not accepted. 
 Homework, if it is given, should be type-written and stapled. 
 Do not be late for class. If you are late, it is your responsibility to inform me at the end of the 


class. Otherwise, it will be regarded as absence. 
 If you need to leave earlier, inform me at the beginning of the class. Otherwise, it can be 


regarded as absence. 
 Tape recording and videotaping are NOT allowed without instructor’s permission in advance. 
 Turn off your cell phone and other electronic devices (including headsets and i-pod). You are 


NOT allowed to answer your phone calls or to send text messages during the class meeting 
time. 


 Laptop computer is not allowed. 
 I often communicate via e-mail, e.g., changes of schedule, announcement, etc. Thus, pay 


attention to the e-mail messages from me. It is your responsibility to manage your e-mail 
account. 


 An individual who is not enrolled in this course is not allowed to be in the classroom during 
the class time. 


 The instructor reserves the right to adjust the syllabus in the course of the semester/session. 
 
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all 
persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students who 
need accommodations must be registered with Student Disability Services, Ferrell Commons Room 
185, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting 
accommodations from the professor (Please notify me no later than the end of the first week of class 
concerning any academic accommodations you will need). 
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TENTATIVE SCHEDULE 
 


Day 1 (August 20). Introduction 
Introduction to the course.  Review Syllabus. 
 
Day 2 (August 22). Basics of Politics and Political Science 
Reading: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 1 “Introduction” (pp. 2-6) 
 
Days 3 and 4 (August 27, 29). Analyzing Politics, Comparative Methods 
Readings: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 1 “Introduction” (pp. 6-10) 
Choose one from the following 
 Hoover, Kenneth, and Todd Donovan.  The Elements of Social Scientific Thinking.  11th 


Edition. Boston: Wadsworth/Cengage Learning, 2013. (Ch. 2 “The Elements of Science,” 
pp. 12-39). 


 King, Gary, Robert R. Keohane, and Sidney Verba.  Designing Social Inquiry: Scientific 
Inference in Qualitative Research.  Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1994.  Ch. 
1 “The Science in Social Science” (pp. 3-33). 


 
Day 5 (September 3). Development of Comparative Politics    
Readings: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 1 “Introduction” (pp. 11-25) 
 
Day 6 (September 5). Development of State 
Reading: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 2 “States” (pp. 26-40) 
 
Days 7 and 8 (September 10, 12). State Power 
Reading: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 2 “States” (pp. 40-54) 
 
Day 9 (September 17). Nations, Society, Ideology 
Reading: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 3 “Nations and Society” (pp. 56-88) 
 
Day 10 (September 19). Examination I 
 
Day 11 (September 24). Political Economy 
Reading: 
 O’Neil, Ch. 4, “Political Economy” (pp. 90-124) 
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Day 12 (September 26). Democratic Governance 
Reading: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 5 “Democratic Regimes” (pp. 126-136) 
 
Day 13 (October 1). Elections 
Reading: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 5 “Democratic Regimes” (pp. 147-160) 
 
Days 14 and 15 (October 3, 8). Political Parties and Constitutional Design 
Reading: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 5 “Democratic Regimes” (pp. 136-147) 
 
Days 16 and 17 (October 10, 15). Nondemocracies 
Reading: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 6 “Nondemocratic Regimes” (pp. 162-191) 
 
Day 18 (October 17). Examination II 
 
Days 19 and 20 (October 22, 24). Communism 
Reading: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 9 “Communism and Postcommunism” (pp. 256-273) 
 
Days 21 and 22 (October 29, 31). Postcommunism 
Reading: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 9 “Communism and Postcommunism” (pp. 273-289) 
 
Days 23 and 24 (November 5, 7). Imperialism, Post Imperialism, Democratization 
Reading: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 10 “Less-Developed and Newly Industrializing Countries” (pp. 290-321) 
 
Day 25 (November 12). Examination III 
 
Days 26 and 27 (November 14, 19). Globalization 
Reading: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 11 “Globalization” (pp. 322-350) 
 
Days 28 and 29 (November 21, 26). Political Violence 
Reading: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 7 “Political Violence” (pp. 192-223) 
 
Day 30 (December 10, 10:00-12:50pm). Final Examination 
Good luck! 








 1 


UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL FLORIDA 
CPO4514-0001: POLITICS OF EAST ASIA 


FALL 2013 
 


Professor: Myunghee Kim                   Office: PH311f 
Class: TuTh 12:00-1:15pm        Office Hours: TuTh 2:00 – 4:00 pm 
Credit hours: 3            (& by appointment) 
Class Room: CL1 120         
E-mail: Myunghee.kim@ucf.edu       Office Phone: x36247  
Comparative Politics 4514, Politics of East Asia, explores the historical background and 
developmental trend concerning East Asia. The course specifically analyzes the major trends in 
political, economic, and socio-cultural aspects in the East Asian region, and identifies the major 
factors that will influence the future development of the East Asian region. To achieve the goal, the 
course will investigate East Asian politics by analyzing, largely, four aspects: (1) democratization 
and its process in the region, by focusing on political structures, political parties, governments, and 
their performance; (2) economic development and its interacting role with domestic political arena 
as well as international societies, e.g., geopolitics in that region; (3) unique historical-cultural 
influence on developmental processes, specifically on the societies and social group formation; (4) 
behavior, particularly mass participation and the role of political leaders as well as military, and 
human right concern in that region. 
 


REQUIREMENTS 
 


(Tentative) Readings 
 


Simone, Vera. The Asian Pacific: Political and Economic Development in a Global Context. New  
York: Longman, 2001. 


 
And other readings in the library reserve (circulation desk) or ciaonet.org (access via library 
database website). 
 


Examinations 
 
Four examinations are required for this course.  The midterm examinations are 20 percent each and 
the final examination is 25 percent of your total grade.  The midterm examination will be held 
on September 24, October 17, and November 14 during the class.  The final examination will 
follow the University schedule (http://www.registrar.sdes.ucf.edu/calendar/exam/).  The details on 
the examinations will be discussed during the class.  Without the instructor’s prior permission to 
a specific student, there will be no make-up examinations. 
 


Quiz/Assignment 
 
Homework assignments for information gathering, data search, and/or quizzes will be given during 
classes. Five percent of the total grade is assigned for the assignments. 
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Attendance 


 
Students in this course are required to be present in the class as well as to participate in the 
discussions. In each class, participants have to follow the readings to contribute group discussion 
as well as to submit the assignments. Attendance consists of 10 percent of your total grade. The 10 
percent is divided by the number of total classes during the semester, thereby equally weighing 
each class. If a student has to be absent a class, it is the person’s responsibility to provide an 
appropriate (official) document. Without official documents, the absence will be deducted from 
you grade. 
 
 


FINAL GRADE 
 
In sum, the grade that you will be received is determined by: 


60%: midterm exams (20 % each) 
25%: final exam 
10%: attendance 
5%: quiz/assignment 


 
100-90 A; 89-80 B; 79-70 C; 69-60 D; lower than 60 F 
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POLICIES 
 Follow the Golden Rule. 
 Any disruptive and disrespectful behavior to me and to other participants will result in 


an F or administrative withdrawal. Be professional, courteous and sensitive to the rights of 
others. 


 Raise your hand and ask to be recognized.  Do not interrupt. 
 Late submissions are discouraged. Assignments submitted after the due date will be penalized 


by a deduction of one letter grade, and the deduction is cumulated by each class day. No work 
will be accepted more than a week after the deadline. 


 Plagiarism, the purposeful or accidental use of source material by other writers without giving 
appropriate credit, is a crime! If any indication of plagiarism is shown in a participant’s 
assignment, the participant will receive an F for the assignment. 


 No extra credit assignments will be permitted. 
 Do not miss quizzes and exams. Without instructor’s prior permission to a specific student and 


without official documents, there will be no make-up examinations. 
 You will not be permitted to take the exam if you arrive more than fifteen minutes after the 


beginning of an exam or after the first student has finished. 
 Do not miss documentaries. I do not lend documentaries to a student. 
 Homework assignment or paper as a form of e-mail attachment is not accepted. 
 Homework, if it is given, should be type-written and stapled. 
 Do not be late for class. If you are late, it is your responsibility to inform me at the end of the 


class. Otherwise, it will be regarded as absence. 
 If you need to leave earlier, inform me at the beginning of the class. Otherwise, it can be 


regarded as absence. 
 Tape recording and videotaping are NOT allowed without instructor’s permission in advance. 
 Turn off your cell phone and other electronic devices (including headsets and i-pod). You are 


NOT allowed to answer your phone calls or to send text messages during the class meeting time. 
 Laptop computer is NOT allowed. 
 I often communicate via e-mail, e.g., changes of schedule, announcement, etc. Thus, pay 


attention to the e-mail messages from me. It is your responsibility to manage your e-mail 
account. 


 An individual who is not enrolled in this course is not allowed to be in the classroom during the 
class time. 


 The instructor reserves the right to adjust the syllabus in the course of the semester/session. 
 
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all 
persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students who 
need accommodations must be registered with Student Disability Services, Ferrell Commons Room 
185, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting accommodations 
from the professor (Please notify me no later than the end of the first week of class concerning any 
academic accommodations you will need). 
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TENTATIVE SCHEDULE 
 


Week 1 (Aug. 20, 22). Introduction, Research Design 
Reading: 


 King, Gary, Robert R. Keohane, and Sidney Verba.  Designing Social Inquiry: Scientific 
Inference in Qualitative Research.  Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1994.  Ch. 
1 “The Science in Social Science” (pp. 3-33). 


 
Week 2 (Aug. 27, 29). Developmental Theory 
Readings: 


 Simone, Ch. 1 “ Comparing Asian Pacific Countries: Some Facts and Some Theories” 
 Simone, Ch. 5 “Political Economy and Development” 


 
Week 3 (Sep. 3, 5). Marxist/Neo-Marxist Approaches 
Readings: 


 Simone, Ch. 2 “The Imposition of Colonialism” 
 Simone, Ch. 4 “Asian Pacific Governments and Politics in Transition” 


 
Week 4 (Sep. 10, 12). Colonial Experience 
Reading: 


 Simone, Ch. 2 “The Imposition of Colonialism” 
 
Week 5 (Sep. 17, 19). Nationalism 
Readings: 


 Simone, Ch. 3 “Nationalism and the Movement for Independence” 
 
Week 6 (Sep. 26). Economic Development 
Readings: 


 Simone, Ch. 5 “Political Economy and Development” 
September 24: Exam 1 
 
Week 7 (Oct. 1, 3). Political Development 
Readings: 


 Simone, Ch. 4 “Asian Pacific Governments and Politics in Transitions” 
 
Weeks 8 (Oct. 8, 10). Relationship with International Economy 
Reading: 


 Simone, Ch. 7 “The Global Context of Asian Pacific Development – The Cold War” 
 Simone, Ch. 8 “Political Economy of the Asian Pacific Region” 
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Weeks 9-10 (Oct. 15, 22). Elections and Political Institutions 
Readings: 


 Marsh, Blondel, and Inoguchi, Ch. 2 “The Role of Parties and Party Systems in The 
Democratization Process” 
(instruction to download: http://library.ucf.edu/Databases/Subjects/polisci.php  click 
“CIAO”  click “books” on your left side  click “United Nations University” (6th from 
the bottom)  click “Democracy, Governance, and Economic Performance: East and 
Southeast Asia” at the bottom  select the chapter that you would like to read) 


October 17: Exam II 
 
Weeks 10-11 (Oct. 24, 29). Political Actors behind Economic Policies 
Reading: 


 Simone, Ch. 6 “Culture and Ideology” 
 Marsh, Blondel, and Inoguchi, Ch. 4 “Parties, Bureaucracies, and the Search for an 


Equilibrium between Democracy and Economic Development” 
 
Weeks 11-12 (Oct. 31, Nov. 5, 7). “Asian Value” and Human Rights: Overview 
Reading: 


 Villacorta, Ch. 7 “Human Rights and Culture: Implications for Human Security” 
(instruction to download: http://library.ucf.edu/Databases/Subjects/polisci.php  click 
“CIAO”  click “books” on your left side  click “United Nations University” (6th from 
the bottom)  click “Asia’s Emerging Regional Order” at the top  select the chapter that 
you would like to read) 


 Simone, Ch. 6 “Culture and Ideology” 
 
Weeks 13-14 (Nov. 12, 19, 21). Future of East Asian Democracy 
Readings: 


 Simone, Ch. 9 “Summing Up and Looking Ahead” 
November 14: Exam III 
 
Week 15 (Nov. 26, Tuesday). Final Examination Review 
 
December 5 (Thursday), 10:00am-12:50pm. Final Examination.  
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POS 7745: Advanced Quantitative Methods in Political Research 
Fall 2013 


Thursday 2:00-4:50 pm, HPH 409 
 
 
Professor: Barbara Sgouraki Kinsey        
Office:  Orlando:  Phillips Hall 311H 
  Cocoa: Suite 222; Room 225        
Phone:  Orlando: (407) 823-2608; Cocoa: (321) 433 -7962     
Email:  barbara.kinsey@ucf.edu    
Office Hours:  Orlando: Tuesday Noon – 1:00 PM & Thursday 10:00 - Noon; 
  Cocoa: Monday 3:00-5:00 PM; 
  or By appointment 
 
 
This course is on advanced topics in the use of statistical methods with emphasis on 
applications in political science research.  The course extends on the linear model by 
focusing on a) problems in regression, and b) nonlinear models known as generalized 
linear models or maximum likelihood models.  What to do when the formal assumptions 
of the standard linear regression model are violated?  How to modify the standard linear 
model to accommodate a broader class of outcome variables?   
 
The students will explore the tools used in current quantitative research in political 
science and learn how to use the software to apply this methodology to the analysis of 
political phenomena.  
 
 
REQUIRED TEXTS 
 
Gujarati, Damodar N.  2003. Basic Econometrics. 4th Edition.  McGraw Hill. 
 
Fox, John.  1991. Regression Diagnostics. An Introduction. Sage Publications Inc. 
 
Hamilton, Lawrence C. 2013. Statistics with STATA: Version 12.  8th Edition.  
Brooks/Cole Cengage Learning.  
 
Additional readings will be distributed in class. 
 
 
OPTIONAL TEXTS 
 
Kennedy, Peter.  2008. A Guide to Econometrics. 6th Edition.  Wiley-Blackwell. 
 
Gill, Jeff. 2006. Essential Mathematics for Political and Social Research.  Cambridge 
University Press. 
 



mailto:barbara.kinsey@ucf.edu
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DATABASES 
 
Library Website:  http://guides.ucf.edu/SecurityStudies, ‘Databases’ tab 
 
ICPSR Inter-University Consortium for Political and Social Research.  Find & Analyze 
Data.  http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/icpsrweb/ICPSR/ 
 
Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (sipri). http://www.sipri.org/ Databases.  
 
Correlates of War. Available Datasets.  http://www.correlatesofwar.org/ 
 
Paul Hensel’s International Relations Data Site.  Paul R. Hensel.  University of North 
Texas.  http://www.paulhensel.org/data.html 
 
Council of European Social Science Data Archive.  Accessing Data. 
http://www.cessda.org 
 
Comparative Study of Electoral Systems. Other Comparative Projects.  
http://www.cses.org/about.htm 
 
 
SOFTWARE 
 
The software for this course is STATA.  Laboratory sessions will introduce students to the 
software and provide time to address questions related to the weekly class sessions and 
assignments and final research project. 
 
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 
 
Weekly assignments (35%).  There will be an assignment distributed at the end of class each 
week that will be due at the beginning of the class the following week (in other words, you 
will have one week to complete the assignment).  These assignments are designed to provide 
students with hands-on experience on the material we are covering in class each week.     
 
Research project (50%).  This is the central goal of the course.  The general idea of this 
project is to formulate a research question of interest to you, collect data, and use statistical 
analytical tools to investigate the question.  Your research project must be at least 18 pages 
long, not including tables, figures, and references.   
 
A research proposal (at least 2 pages long) is due on (week 8, October 10).   Your research 
proposal should describe briefly the research question and its theoretical significance, and the 
data and methodology you will be using in your analysis.  You ought to set an appointment to 
meet with the instructor at least a week prior to submitting your proposal to discuss your 
paper topic. 
 



http://guides.ucf.edu/SecurityStudies

http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/icpsrweb/ICPSR/

http://www.sipri.org/

http://www.correlatesofwar.org/

http://www.paulhensel.org/data.html

http://www.cessda.org/

http://www.cses.org/about.htm
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The research project is due on Thursday, December 5, by 5 PM. 
 
Class presentations and discussion (15%).  You will be required to present your research 
(research question, theoretical motivation, analysis, and findings) to the class.  Each 
presentation will be 15 minutes long.  You ought to send the draft of your paper to your 
colleagues at least one week prior to your presentation so that they are prepared to ask you 
questions and comment on your paper. 
 
The plus/minus grading system will apply in this course. 
 


TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE 
Note: This schedule is subject to change depending on the needs of the class.   
 


Week Topic Reading 
Week 1 
Aug 22 
 


Introduction  


Week 2 
Aug 29 


Review of Elements of Research Design  
 
 
 
 
Review of the Linear Model  
 
 


Biddle, Stephen and Stephen Long. 2004. 
“Democracy and Military Effectiveness: A  
Deeper Look.” The Journal of Conflict  
Resolution 48 (4):525-546. 
 
Gujarati, chapters 1-3 
 
Fox, chapter 2 
 


Week 3 
Sept 5 
 


Multivariate Regression Gujarati, chapter 7 
 
Fox, chapter 4 
 


Week 4 
Sept 12 
 
 


Uncertainty, Inference,  
and Hypothesis Testing 
 
 


Gujarati, chapters 5 & 8 
 
Gary King and Eleanor Neff Powell. 2008.  
"How Not to Lie Without Statistics, 
http://gking.harvard.edu/files/abs/nolie-abs.shtml 
 


Week 5 
Sept 19  


Dummy Variables 
 
Multiplicative Interaction Terms  
 


Gujarati, chapter 9 
 
Robert J. Friedrich. 1982.  In Defense of  
Multiplicative Terms in Multiple Regression  
Equations.  American Journal of Political Science. 
26(4): 797-833 
 
Timothy Hellwig and David Samuels. 2007.  
Voting in Open Economies: The Electoral 
Consequences of Globalization.  Comparative  
Political Studies. 40(3): 283-306. 



http://gking.harvard.edu/files/abs/nolie-abs.shtml





 4 


Week 6 
Sept 26 
 


Multicollinearity 
 
 


Gujarati, chapter 10 


Week 7 
Oct 3 
 


Heteroskedasticity 
 


Gujarati, chapter 11 
 
Fox, chapter 6 
 


Week 8 
Oct 10 
 
 


Autocorrelation   
 
Design for research project due 
 


Gujarati, chapter 12 


Week 9 
Oct 17 
 


Time Series Analysis 
 


Gujarati, chapter 21 


Week 10 
Oct 24 
 


Model Specification & Diagnostics Gujarati, chapter 13 
 
Fox, chapter 10 
 


Week 11 
Oct 31 
 


Non-Linear Models Gujarati, chapters 6 & 14 
 
Fox, chapter 7 
 


Week 12 
Nov 7 
 


Qualitative Response Models 
 
 


Gujarati, chapter 15 
 
Gary King and Langche Zeng. 2001. Explaining 
Rare Events in International Relations, 
International Organization 55(3): 693-715 
 


Week 13 
Nov 14 


Cross Sectional, Longitudinal Models 
 
CLASS PRESENTATIONS 
 


Gujarati, chapter 16 
 


Week 14 
Nov 21 
 


CLASS PRESENTATIONS 
 


 


Week 15 
Nov 28 
 


Thanksgiving 
 
 


No Class 


Week 16 
Dec 5 


 Research Project Due 
 


 





		TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE

		Week 3






Syllabus POT 4305 
Fall 2013 


 


Instructor Contact 


Instructor  Dr. Barbara Sgouraki Kinsey 


Office  Orlando: Phillips Hall, 311H 
Cocoa: Building 3, Suite 222, Rm 225 


Office 
Hours 


Orlando: Tuesday Noon – 1:00 PM; Thursday 10:00 AM - Noon 
Cocoa: Monday 3:00 – 5:00 PM 
Or by appointment 


Phone  Orlando: (407) 823-2608 
Cocoa:  (321) 433-7962 


E-mail  Barbara.kinsey@ucf.edu 
 


Course Information 


Course Name  The State, Society, and the Individual 


Course ID & Section POT 4305 – 0W59 


Credit Hours  3 


Semester/Year  Fall 2013 


Location Web 
 


Course Description 


This course addresses the question of how people can develop political and 
economic institutions that best serve their interests.  The focus of the course is 
an examination of the institutions of capitalism and democracy as the means of 
organizing, respectively, an economy and a polity.  We will look at arguments in 
favor of these institutions, as well as arguments on their limitations.  Primary 
emphasis is on works of the 19th and 20th centuries that have had a major impact 
on the way we think about the individual and society. 
 


 



mailto:Barbara.kinsey@ucf.edu





  


Course Objectives 


By the end of the course you will: 


• Be familiar with contributions the authors we cover in this course make to 
democratic and economic theory 


• Develop a better understanding of the relationship between democracy 
and capitalism 


• Develop a better understanding of the principles and mechanism of 
democracy and capitalism 


• Develop a better understanding of the implications of the institutions of 
democracy and capitalism for the individual 


• Analyze critically certain aspects of democratic and economic theory 
• Analyze critically current social issues 


Required Texts & Additional Course Readings 


• R.L. Heilbroner, The Worldly Philosophers, Touchstone (0-684-862149) 
• J.S. Mill, On Liberty, Hackett Publishing Company (0-915144-43-3) 
• Herbert Marcuse, An Essay on Liberation, Beacon Press (0-8070-0595-9) 
• Ellie Wiesel, Night, Bantam Books (0553272535) 
• M. Olson, The Logic of Collective Action, Harvard University Press (0-674-


53751-3) 
• R. Axelrod, The Evolution of Cooperation, Basic Books (0-465-02121-2) 


The remaining readings will be found either on the web (see Links in Course 
Content) or/and in the Modules.   Additional course materials may be distributed 
to class via the modules or electronically.  Also, please make sure you have your 
current e-mail address in e-community. 


Missed Assignments/Make-Ups/Extra Credit 


There will be a penalty of one letter grade for all late work (except for cases involving 
overriding and well documented personal circumstances). 
 
There will be no extra credit for this course.  


 


 


 


 







  


Evaluation and Grading 


 
Assignments  Percentage of Grade  


Module 1  10% 


Modules 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, & 10  60% 


Modules 9, 11  20% 


Module 12 10% 


Total  100%  


The grading system is as follows: 


Letter Grade  Points  


A  93 – 100 points  


A-  90 – 92 points  


B+  87 – 89 points  


B  83 – 86 points  


B-  80 – 82 points  


C+  77 – 79 points  


C  73 – 76 points  


C-  70 – 72 points  


D+  67 – 69 points  


D  63 – 66 points  


D-  60 – 62 points  


F  59 and below  
 


 


 


 


 







  


Academic Honesty 


Plagiarism and Cheating of any kind on an examination, quiz, or assignment will 
result at least in an "F" for that assignment (and may, depending on the severity 
of the case, lead to an "F" for the entire course) and may be subject to 
appropriate referral to the Office of Student Conduct for further action. See the 
UCF Golden Rule for further information. I will assume for this course that you 
will adhere to the academic creed of this University and will maintain the highest 
standards of academic integrity. In other words, don't cheat by giving answers to 
others or taking them from anyone else. I will also adhere to the highest 
standards of academic integrity, so please do not ask me to change (or expect 
me to change) your grade illegitimately or to bend or break rules for one person 
that will not apply to everyone. 


Disability Statement 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable 
accommodations for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in 
alternate formats upon request. Students with disabilities who need 
accommodations in this course must be registered with Student Disability 
Services, Student Resource Center Room 132, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD 
only phone (407) 823-2116. 


Copyright 


This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video 
clips, images, text materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the 
Fair Use doctrine in order to enhance the learning environment. Please do not 
copy, duplicate, download or distribute these items. The use of these materials is 
strictly reserved for this online classroom environment and your use only. All 
copyright materials are credited to the copyright holder. 


Third-Party Software and FERPA 


During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services 
and/or software applications sometimes called third-party software such as a 
blog or wiki. While some of these could be required assignments, you need not 
make any personally identifying information on a public site. Do not post or 
provide any private information about yourself or your classmates. Where 
appropriate you may use a pseudonym or nickname. Some written assignments 
posted publicly may require personal reflection/comments, but the assignments 
will not require you to disclose any personally identity-sensitive information. If you 
have any concerns about this, please contact your instructor. 
 
 
 



http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://www.sds.ucf.edu/

http://www.sds.ucf.edu/





  


 


Schedule POT 4305 – Fall 2013 
 


Week/Dates Topic & Reading Assignments Due 
Dates  


Week 1 
Aug 19 


Getting Started 
 
Gabriel A. Almond, “Capitalism and 
Democracy” 
 
 


Module 1  Aug 23,  
11 PM 


Week 2 
Aug  26 


Adam Smith 
 
The Wealth of Nations:  Book 1, 
chapters 1,2,4,8; Book 5, chapter 1, 
Part III, article II.   
 
R.L. Heilbroner, “The Wonderful 
World of Adam Smith” 
 


Module 2 Aug 30, 
11 PM 


Week 3 
Sept 3 
 


John Stuart Mill 
On Liberty 
 
R.L Heilbroner, pp. 127-135 
 


Module 3 Sept 6, 
11 PM 


Week 4 
Sept 9 
 


Alexis de Tocqueville 
 
Democracy in America,  
Volume 1: chapters 5-8; Volume 2, 
part 1: chapters 2,5,10,20; Part 2: 
chapters 5,7-15,19,20; Part 3: 
chapters 1,4,7,12,18; Part 4: 
chapters 6 
 


Module 4 Sept 13, 
11 PM 


Week 5 
Sept 16 


Karl Marx 
 
“Estranged Labour” in Economic and 
Philosophical Manuscripts of 1844: 
Selections.   
 
R.L Heilbroner, “The Inexorable 
System of Karl Marx” 
 


Module 5 Sept 20,  
11 PM 







  


Week 6 
Sept 23 


J.M. Keynes 
 
“The General Theory of 
Employment” in Collected Works, 
volume 14, pp. 109-123. 
 
R.L. Heilbroner, “The Heresies of 
John Maynard Keynes” 
 


Module 6 Sept 27,  
11 PM 


Week 7 
Sept 30 
 


Elie Wiesel 
Night 
 


Module 7 Oct 4, 
11 PM 


Week 8 
Oct 7 
 


H. Marcuse 
An Essay on Liberation 
 


Module 8 Oct 11, 
11 PM 


Week 9 
Oct 14 
 


Arrow’s Impossibility Theorem 
 


Module 9 Oct 18, 
11 PM 


Week 10 
Oct 21 
 


Arrow’s Impossibility Theorem 
(cont.) 


Module 9 Oct 25, 
11 PM 


Week 11 
Oct 28 
 


M. Olson 
The Logic of Collective Action 


Module 10 Nov 1, 
11 PM 


Week 12 
Nov 4 
 


R. Axelrod 
The Evolution of Cooperation 
 
 


Module 11 Nov 8, 
11 PM 


Week 13 
Nov 12 
 


R. Axelrod 
The Evolution of Cooperation (cont.) 
 


Module 11 Nov 15, 
11 PM 


Week  14 
Nov 18 


Overview &  
Final Assignment 
 


Module 12 Nov 22 
11 PM 


Week 15 
Nov 25 


Thanksgiving No class  


Exam Week 
 


Final Assignment Due Module 12 Dec 6 
11 PM 


 







  


Note: All dates and times are subject to change by Dr. Kinsey. Be informed and 
routinely check the Schedule and class Announcements for any changes or 
updates. 
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INR4054_Fall13_Marien_OW_59 
 
University of Central Florida 
INR4054 Global Politics of Energy 
Fall 2013 
Dr. Daniel Marien  
 
 


Course Information 
 
Dr. Daniel Marien   
INR4054_Fa13_Marien_OW_59 
 


OFFICE HOURS OFFICE LOCATION OFFICE PHONE 
NUMBER 


Mondays 
2:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. 


UCF Cocoa;  
Bldg. 3, room 223 


321-433-7952 


Tuesdays 
11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 


UCF Orlando; Philips Hall, 
room. 302N 


407-823-2608 


Thursdays 
11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 


UCF Orlando; Philips Hall, 
room. 302N 


407-823-2608 


Thursdays 
4:30 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. 


UCF Cocoa:  
Bldg. 3, room 223 


321-433-7952 
 


 
 
 
Instructor email contact: danielmarien@yahoo.com or course email. The yahoo address 
is likely to yield faster responses. Phoning during office hours is also effective. Phoning 
outside of office hours will not be effective.  
 
Use the discussion board titled Group Management to contact your respective group 
members and discuss group management issues. Use course email to contact specific 
class mates.  
 
You must regularly visit your UCF Knights email account, including the “spam 
box”. The Instructor uses it extensively to communicate with students. Mass 
emailing occasionally ends in the ‘spam” or “junk” box.  
 
 



mailto:danielmarien@yahoo.com
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Course Contents 


Energy and human flourishing will intersect more powerfully in the 21st century than ever 
before. This course examines the main characteristics of the global energy system, the 
risks and opportunities associated with it, and the momentous choices faced by 
governments, citizens, business, and consumers across the globe.  


The core long-term challenge to the global system of energy can be stated thus: the 
world needs more energy, but it can hardly afford more fossil fuel emissions. Man-made 
climate change and other threats to human health demand a gradual reduction in 
emissions of greenhouses gases and other toxic substances -- sulfur dioxide, organic 
volatile compounds, and mercury -- associated with fossil fuels. However, the rapid 
expansion of alternative energy sources is fraught with technical, economic, political 
and social challenges.  


Other issues of interest include: 


1. The politics and policies of energy in various regions of the world. 
2. International competition for secure energy resources (particularly in the Middle 


East, the Caspian Sea region, Africa, and the Arctic). 
3. The new frontier in fossil fuels extraction (tar sands, deep sea and Arctic sea 


drilling, “hydro-fracking” of oil and natural gas, etc.). 
4. The reliability and affordability of energy sources. 
5. The “oil curse” (the counter-intuitive notion that oil-rich states experience 


economic and political handicaps because of their oil endowments). 
6. Corporate accountability, particularly in cases of spills and other accidents.  
7. Popular protest movements related to energy issues.  
8. The condition and struggles of indigenous populations in energy producing 


regions. 
9. The challenges of overcoming energy scarcity in the Third World.  
10. The challenges of producing international agreements to mitigate climate 


change. 
11. The range of options opened to individual energy consumers to mitigate energy 


damage to the environment and human health.    


 


Course Structure 
 


Overview 
 
During the first phase or period (weeks 1-11), all course participants discuss the same 
materials in small groups of three to five students. Weekly assessments include 
quizzes, answering discussion questions and producing summaries of group answers.  
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During the second phase or period (weeks 12-14), students individually research a 
specialized topic related to their respective group’s theme and publish their research 
report on an electronic platform (wiki), thus making it available to all other class 
participants. Research reports assemble text, images and video clips to explore a 
specific topic related to the group’s broad theme. The key goal here is to present 
interesting information that is new to the rest of the class and adds breadth to our 
knowledge of the global politics of energy.  


A selection of the best research reports (as determined by group members and the 
instructor) are assigned as subject matters for the final exam. Only one report per group 
will be assigned to the final exam.  


In this manner, each course participant has an opportunity to share his or her research 
results with all class members. Each participant also further enlarges his or her 
knowledge of the global politics of energy -- a very broad subject – with a minimum of 
readings in a short period of time.  


A brief third phase or period is set aside for class participants to become familiar with 
the reports assigned to examination. The fourth phase or period (Friday December 6th) 
is reserved for taking the (short) final exam covering only the selected research reports.  


 
 


First Phase: Additional Information 


During the first 11 weeks of the semester, the course introduces all students to key 
concepts and ideas through a common set of documentary films, readings, quizzes and 
group discussions. All students read and discuss the same material within their 
respective group during this period. 


During each week of the first period, every student takes the quiz and every student 
answers the questions formulated by the instructor. Students post their respective 
answers in their respective group Discussion Board in Webcourses@UCF. The quiz 
and the group-specific Discussion Boards are available from Monday mornings until 
Wednesday evenings. Quiz taking and answer posting must be completed by 
Wednesday evenings at 11:59 P.M. Students not submitting their own answers will be 
penalized by the subtraction of course points (-2 per occurrence). The same penalty 
may be applied for insufficient or mediocre or poorly written answers. These penalties 
would be subtracted from the group score.  


To avoid being suspected of plagiarism and risk a F grade in the course, follow 
the posting procedures described in the Message function of Webcourses@UCF.  


Once the time window for posting individual answers is closed, one group secretary 
reviews all the group’s answers, composes a summary and posts it in the SUMMARIES 
Discussion Board (available Thursday mornings until Friday evenings). The group 
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receives a collective grade on this summary. Group members take turn in fulfilling the 
secretarial task of putting together the group discussion summary. Students who willfully 
have not contributed to this summary writing task equally with their group mates will be 
penalized by the subtraction of course points (-2 or more).  


Note that students join a group on the first day of the first week on the basis of the 
specialized research they wish to explore during the second phase of the course.  


Students select to join a theme/group from this list:  


 


Group 1: Energy Politics and Policy in the United States 


 Both federal and state levels politics and policy are of interest here.  


Group 2: Energy Politics and Policy in Asia (and great power competition for oil 
in Africa or the Middle East) 


China and India are of particular interest. Also, students wishing to study great 
powers competition to secure energy resources in Africa should select this group 
since Chinese businesses and government are particularly active in this area. 
This is a good theme choice for students interested in diplomacy and 
international relations. 


Group 3: Energy Politics and Policy in Russia, the Caspian Sea Region and the 
Arctic 


Russia is the largest oil exporter in the world today, ahead of Saudi Arabia. 
(Saudi Arabia still has the largest reserves of conventional oil and is still well 
located to influence oil prices on short notice.) 


Students wishing to study great powers competition to secure energy resources 
in the Arctic and the Caspian Sea regions should select this group. The Caspian 
Sea region is the theater of competition between Western European powers, 
Russia, China and the U.S. The Arctic theater of competition implies Russia, 
Canada, the United States, Denmark (Greenland) and Norway. This is a good 
theme choice for students interested in diplomacy and international relations. 


Group 4: Energy Politics and Policy in the Third World  


Brazil and other emerging countries are of particular interest. So is the challenge 
of mitigating energy poverty in Africa, Latin America and Asia.  
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Group 5: Energy Politics and Policy in Oil Exporting Countries of the Middle East 
and North Africa 


 
The “oil curse” – the counter-intuitive claim that countries largely dependent on 
oil and gas exports for income suffer economic disadvantages and political 
distortions -- stands out as the obvious issue. There are others.  
 


Group 6: Energy Politics and Policy in Europe 
 


Europe is heavily dependent on oil and natural gas imports, particularly from 
Russia and the Middle East. Energy prices are generally much higher than in 
North America. Because the European Union plays only a secondary role here, 
the main locus of the continent’s energy policy is to be found in national capitals. 
National energy policies vary considerably. Coal reserves and actual usage also 
vary considerably by country. Germany, Sweden and Denmark are of particular 
interest for this class since they have been engaged for a number of years in 
sustained policy efforts to shift their energy systems to more environmentally 
friendly sources. The content of these policies, their concrete impacts so far and 
their political status (i.e. their popularity or unpopularity) provide interesting 
subjects. France is currently contemplating similar policy efforts toward greening 
its energy portfolio. Poland is dreaming of emancipating itself from Russian 
imports through “fracking.”  


Group 7: The New Frontier in Fossil Fuels Extraction  


There is a vast store of oil and gas to be extracted at higher economic costs and 
higher environmental risks and harms in unusual places or through novel 
methods. Of particular interest are issues related to tar sand oil, oil and natural 
gas “fracking,” deep sea drilling, and Arctic drilling. The Canadian tar sand 
development looms very large here. Canada has now become the main source 
of foreign oil for the United States, in good part because of tar sand oil extraction.  
Some like to point out that Canada’s oil reserve nearly equals that of Saudi 
Arabia if the tar sands are included in the estimation. The U.S. is currently 
experiencing a large increase in natural gas extraction through the controversial 
methods of “fracking”. But fracking is also used in many other places, notably the 
Netherlands and Poland. One normative question well worth studying: it is wise 
to develop these new sources now? Or should societal efforts (R&D funds, 
human expertise, infrastructure investments, etc.) be rather put in the 
development of greener energies?  


Group 8: Nuclear Energy 


The recent accident in Fukushima, Japan, the electrification of France through 
nuclear energy and the status of nuclear electricity in the United States are of 
particular interest. Nuclear energy generates no or little greenhouse gases. 
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However, toxic radioactive wastes live on for thousands of years. Is nuclear 
energy part of the solution or part of the problem?  


 


Group 9: Indigenous Populations and Energy Production 


Indigenous populations living near oil and gas extraction sites are oftentimes 
exposed to awful toxics. Their health is sometimes gravely undermined. For 
instance, inordinate numbers of young people are killed prematurely by cancers 
and other serious illnesses. Ironically, these populations generally draw no or 
little benefits from modern energy sources. Politically marginalized, indigenous 
peoples occasionally fight back. Their condition and struggles are largely 
overlooked by urban oil and gas consumers from the core countries (i.e. people 
like you and me).  


Group 10: Corporate Accountability 


Energy corporations consistently promise the safe development of oil, gas and 
nukes. They also promise to remedy all consequences of accidents. But how do 
these generous promises compare with actual behavior? Any significant accident 
could be of interest here, from the famous 1989 Exxon Valdez spill in Alaska to 
this summer’s horrible crude-carrying train derailment killing 47 people in 
Quebec.  (This train was carrying large quantities of tar sand crude extracted 
from the Bakken formation in North Dakota to a refinery in New Brunswick when 
it derailed in the middle of small town and ignited a fireball visible from space. For 
more details on this last one, search the web with these key words: “Montreal, 
Maine and Atlantic Railway” and “Lac Megantic.”) 


Group 11: Protest Movements Related to Energy Issues 


Environmental movements are an obvious topic, but so are movements to 
increase the benefits of energy resource extraction for the local or national 
population. The latter are sometime derogatorily dubbed “resource nationalism” 
by conservative academics from energy importing countries such as Daniel 
Yergin.  


Group 12: International Diplomacy and Climate Change Policy 


This theme centers on the international diplomacy within the Conference of 
Parties of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (1992), 
especially the Kyoto protocol (1997) and recent efforts to replace it. The efforts to 
adopt binding limitations on greenhouse gas emissions have been distressingly 
unsuccessful so far. Recounting the history of these negotiations, analyzing the 
reasons for their failure and exploring avenues for negotiation successes in the 
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future provide this group’s focus.  This is a good theme choice for students 
interested in diplomacy and international relations.  


Group 13: Individual Consumers’ Choice and Experience  


The U.S. federal political system appears deadlocked on energy policy for the 
near future. But what can Jane Doe do on her own now to mitigate energy 
pollution issues? What are the options in the areas of transportation, residential 
dwelling, and small business activities opened to individuals and the small 
businesses in the present context? What has been the concrete experience of 
people who have tried to “be the change they hope to see happen in the world” 
as the expression goes? Clearly a transition to green energy will not happen 
merely as the result of voluntary choices made by individuals and businesses 
without the prodding of policy incentives and restraints. Still, some progress may 
perhaps be achieved through voluntarism and the options for, and concrete 
experience of, green energy volunteers may be well worth describing.  


 


 


Second Period: Specialized Research and Publication 


During weeks # 12 to # 14 each group member individually researches a specific topic 
related to his or her group’s broad theme and prepares a research report to be 
published to all other class members on an electronic platform (course wiki).  


The week-end of November 2 and 3 is the time to change group/theme is you so wish. 
Notify the instructor and members from both the old and new group via course email.  


Group members pursue an individual research project issuing in an individual research 
report and earning an individual grade. However, group members coordinate their 
respective research topic with one another, striving to offer a set of reports covering a 
wide range of specialized topics under the group’s broad theme while avoiding 
substantial overlap between individual reports.  


Taken together the individual reports are referred to as the group report. In other words, 
the group report is an assemblage of individual research reports discussing different but 
related topics.  


A selection of the best individual research reports are assigned as subject-matter for the 
final exam by group members and by the instructor. The instructor will accept the group’ 
choice unless the chosen report contains important factual errors or is poorly written.  


In this manner, each course participant has an opportunity to share his or her research 
results with all class members. Each participant also further enlarges his or her 
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knowledge of the global politics of energy -- a very broad subject, indeed! – with a 
minimum of readings in a short period of time.  


Students submit brief Interim Research Descriptions weekly during this period. (This is 
not an outline or an advanced draft; more on this later.)  


After having read their respective group mates’ reports, students also submit a vote 
(supported with arguments) expressing their choice of one report from their group they 
wish to see assigned for final examination. The Group Editor and the Instructor finalize 
the choice.  


  


Third Period: Studying for the Final Exam 
 
The group report must be assembled on the course wiki by the Group Editor  
by Tuesday November 27 at the latest.  
 
The Group Editors assemble their respective members’ report on the course wiki 
by Sunday December 1st.  
 
Students then prepare to take the final exam by reading the selected individual research 
reports assigned for examination.  
  
 


Fourth Period: Taking the Final Exam 
 
The final exam is available on Thursday and Friday December 6 and 7.  
 
 


Course Goals and Objectives 


• Course Goals 


1. Understand the arguments for and against the idea according to which the United 
States could and should play a leading role in greening the global energy system.  


2. Understand the main contours of the historical development of the global energy 
system.  


3. Understanding in some depth a specialized topic related to the global politics of 
energy.  


4. Understanding the “oil curse” afflicting many energy exporting nations. 
5. Understanding the challenge to economic development created by energy poverty in 


much of the Third World.  
6. Develop the research, analytical, evaluative and writing skills of participants.  
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7. Develop students’ ability to work productively in small groups, thereby developing 
valuable skills for professional and administrative work roles.  


 


• Course Objectives 


During this course, the students will learn:  


1. To state the pros and cons of the United States taking a leading role in the transition 
to green energy.  


2. To describe in some detail the major events and trends that have marked the 
development of the global energy system.  


3. To describe in some depth a specialized topic related to the global politics of energy.   
4. To describe how to what extent, and under what conditions rich natural endowments 


in oil can negatively impact a nation’s political life and economic development.  
5. To describe the challenges and opportunities for bringing more energy to the Third 


World.  
6. To find relevant and empirically valid information, to analyze and evaluate this 


information and to summarize it in a coherent and engaging way.  
7. To divide group tasks in clear and functional ways, to communicate ideas effectively, 


to pay close attention to other students’ ideas and viewpoints, to demonstrate 
responsible behavior toward the group, to meet deadlines, and to integrate one’s 
ideas in a larger ensemble.  


 


Course Materials 
 
 
You will need to have access to the following: 
 
Netflix for Documentary Films 
 
The first trial month is advertized as free. You will need access to this service only 
during the first 4 weeks of the course.  
 
Some documentaries are offered by PBS. Note that the PBS server will not support 
many simultaneous viewers. If you wait at the last minute (Wednesday evening) to view 
the PBS documentary, you might not be able to access it. The instructor will not accept 
complaint for documentary inaccessibility at the last minute.  
 
 
Tom Friedman Hot, Flat and Crowded Release 2.0: Why We Need a Green Revolution 
and How It Can Renew America. New York: Farrar, Strauss and Giroux, Expanded and 
updated edition only, 2009, ISBN: 978-0312428921. (Absolutely avoid the 2008 
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edition.)  This book is available in paper and in electronic format from Amazon Kindle 
(and possibly other providers). This book is available at the UCF Bookstore (Orlando) 
and elsewhere.  
 
Bruce Podobnik, Global Energy Shifts, Temple University Press, 2006. AVAILABLE IN 
PRINT ONLY, ISBN: 978-1592132942.  
 
Daniel Yergin, The Prize: The Epic Quest for Oil, Money and Power, The Free Press, 
1991. ISBN: 978-1439110126.  
 
Daniel Yergin, The Quest: Energy Security and the Remaking of the Modern World, 
The Penguin Press, 2011. ISBN: 978-0143121947.  


The two Yergin books are available electronically for a reasonable price.    


 
 
 
UCF Library Reserve for: 
 
Terry Tamminen, Lives per Gallon, chapters 1 and 2. (Available at the library reserve in 
paper only.)  
 
Jeff Goodell, Big Coal, chapter 6. (Available at the library reserve in paper only.)  
 
 
Judith Layzer, “Cold Front: How the Recession Stalled Obama’s Clean-Energy 


Agenda,” in T. Skocpol and L. Jacobs, Reaching for a New Deal, Russell Sage 
Foundation, 2011. (Available at the library reserve, both in paper and 
electronically.)  


 
Note for those who cannot visit the UCF Library: The Tamminen and Goodell books are 
also available in electronic formats by commercial vendors at very affordable prices.   
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Assessments 
 
 


WHAT WHEN WORTH 
Statement of Group/Theme 
Preferences 
 


Monday August 20th Not graded but compulsory, 
point penalties applied for 


non-performance.  
Quizzes (10 questions 
each; each question is 
worth 3 pts. The semester 
average is used for 
calculating course grade. 


Wednesdays  
(weeks #1-11) 


 


 
 


30% 


Group Discussion Postings 
and Summaries 
 


Wednesdays and Fridays 
(weeks #1-11) 


 
30% 


Interim Research 
Descriptions 
 


Fridays 
(weeks #12-14) 


Not graded but compulsory, 
point penalties applied for 


non-performance.   
Individual Research Report 
submitted 


Wed. Nov. 27 30% 


Submission of Vote 
Expressing Choice for Final 
Exam Selection 
 


Sunday Dec. 1 Not graded but compulsory, 
point penalties applied for 


non-performance. 


Group Editors Assemble 
Group Reports on Course 
Wiki 
 


Sunday Dec. 1 A maximum of three bonus 
points for volunteers. One 


editor per group.  


Final Exam (covering the 
selected research reports) 
 


Friday Dec. 6 10% 


 
NOTE 1: The “not graded but compulsory” exercises are important to the course’s 
progress. They are brief and will not take much time to perform. Failure to submit these 
in time will automatically bring a penalty of one or two course points per occurrence. No 
exception. The Interim Research Description will be explained later. It is not a draft or 
outline of the final research report, merely a short description of the research tasks 
completed during the week.  
 
NOTE 2: The timely submission of an individual research report is compulsory. Students 
failing to submit a research report will not pass the course regardless of their scores for 
other assessments. No exception.  
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Grading Scale 
 


Number- Letter 
Conversion Scale 


for the Final 
Course Grade 


94-100 %  A 
90-93 %   A- 
87-89 %   B+ 
84-86 %   B 
80-83 %   B- 
77-79  %  C+ 
74-76  %  C 
70-73  %  C- 
67-69  %  D+ 
64-66 %   D 
60-63 %   D- 
0 – 59 %   F 


 
 
 


Course Schedule 
This schedule is subject to change.  


Changes will be announced in the Module section of Webcourses@UCF. 
 


Week #1, August 19-23:  Is the Oil Patch Drying Up? 
 


•  View: the documentary film A Crude Awakening: The Oil Crash 
o Available for online steaming at Netflix. 


• Read Friedman, Preface and chapters 1-3.  
• Read Yergin, chapter 11 from The Quest.  


 
• NOTE: It is strongly recommended that you start each week by viewing 


the assigned documentary before plunging into the reading.  
 


• Take the Quiz (before Wednesday evening at 11:59 P.M.) covering the 
viewing and reading materials assigned for the week.  


• Participate in your Group’s Discussion Board (before Wednesday evenings 
at 11:59 P.M.) by answering the instructor’s questions for this week. The 
instructor announces in due time the questions in the Module section of 







13 
 


Webcourses@UCF.  
• The Group Secretary (a rotating position) summarizes the group’s answers 


and posts his/her text in the relevant SUMMARIES Discussion Board by 
Friday evening under this title:  


o Group Name_Summary: EX.: “Asia_Summary.”  
o The Secretary may use copy and paste functions for this task. Do not 


re-invent the wheel in composing this summary. Start by reading all 
answers, then choose and assemble your group mates’ paragraphs 
that articulate the most complete and accurate answers to the Reading 
Comprehension Questions.  For the Evaluation Questions, the 
secretary’s summary reproduces all the substantive viewpoints.  


o Do this carefully: groups are randomly graded on these summaries.  
o Group members share equally throughout the semester the 


responsibility of composing these weekly summaries. Student willfully 
avoiding their respective share of this task will be penalized with point 
subtraction (at least -2).  


• This sequence of quiz, discussion question and summary is repeated 
weekly until week 11 inclusively.  


 
 
 


Week #2, August 26-30:  Fossil Fuels and Climate Change 
 


• View the documentary film Heat (120 minutes), available at:  
o  http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/heat/view/ 


• Read Friedman, chapters 4-5 and 7.  


 
 


Week #3, Sept. 2-6: Fossil Fuels and Traditional Forms of Pollution  
 
• View Crude: The Real Price of Oil  


o (IF available for online streaming from Netflix. 90 minutes.) 
• Read Terry Tamminen, Lives per Gallon, chapters 1 and 2. (Available at the 


library reserve.)  
• Read: Jeff Goodell, Big Coal, chapter 6. (Available at the library reserve.)  
 


  



http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/heat/view/
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Week #4, Sept. 9-13: History of the Global Energy System I 


 
• View The Prize, video documentary, Part TBA 


o (IF available for online streaming from Netflix.) 
• Read: Yergin, The Prize, Prologue and chapter 1 
• Read: Podobnik, chapters 1-2. 


 
 


Week #5, Sept. 16-20:  History of the Global Energy System II 
 


• View The Prize, Part TBA 
o (IF available for online streaming from Netflix.) 


• Read: Yergin, The Prize, chapter 2 
• Read: Podobnik, chapters 3-4. 


 
 


Week #6, Sept. 23-27:  History of the Global Energy System III 
 


• View The Prize, Part TBA 
o (IF available for online streaming from Netflix.) 


• Read: Yergin, The Prize, chapters 9-10 + 16-17  
 


 


Week #7, Sept. 30-Oct. 4: History of the Global Energy System IV 
 


 
• View The Prize, Part TBA 


o (IF available for online streaming from Netflix.) 
• Read: Yergin, The Prize, chapters 18-19 + 20-22 
• Read: Podobnik, chapter 5 


 
 


Week #8, October 7-11:  History of the Global Energy System V 
 
• View The Prize, Part TBA 


o (IF available for online streaming from Netflix.) 
• Read: Yergin, The Prize, chapters 23 + 33-35 
• Read: Podobnik, chapter 6 
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Week #9, October 14-18: New Frontiers for Old Energy 
 


• View the documentary Tar Sands: Canada for Sale 
o IF available from Netflix for online streaming. 


• Read Daniel Yergin, The Quest, chapter 12 Unconventional.  
• Read the Press Dossier assembled by the instructor on this topic. (Available 


electronically at the library reserve.)  
 


Week #10, October 21-25: Petro-Dictators and Energy Poverty 
 


• View the documentary film …. None are available on this topic for online 
streaming! 


• Read Friedman, chapters 6 and 9 
 


 
 


Week # 11, Oct. 28 to Nov. 1:  Entrenched Interests versus Struggle for 
Hegemony II 


 
 


• View the documentary film Climate of Doubt (55 minutes). Available at: 
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/climate-of-doubt/ 


• Read: Judith Layzer, “Cold Front: How the Recession Stalled Obama’s Clean 
Energy Agenda” (available in the library reserve).  


• Read: Friedman, chapters 11-12 and 17.  
• Read: Podobnik, chapter 7.  
• Read: Joshua Kurlantzik, “The Asian Century? Not Quite Yet” (Library reserve) 


 


 


Theme/Group Swap Weekend: November 2-3 
 


• This is the time to change theme/group if you are so inclined. You must inform 
the instructor, members from the group you are leaving and members from the 
group you are joining. Use course email for this purpose. You must coordinate 
your specific research topic with members of the group you joined. Use the 
Group Management discussion board for this purpose.   
 
 



http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/climate-of-doubt/
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Week #12, Nov. 4-8: Research Week I 
 


• Students now begin their research project. Consult the guidelines (TBA).  
• Coordinate your choice of specific topic with your group to avoid substantial 


overlap. Use the Group Management Discussion Board in 
Webcourses@UCF.edu for this purpose.  


• Before finding new sources, read the chapter (or chapters) from Yergin’s book 
The Quest relevant to your topic. This will help you orient the research.  


• Submit your First Interim Research Description by Friday evening. See 
description for format and method of submission (TBA). The Interim Research 
Report is not a draft of the paper. It is a simple description of research tasks 
executed during the closing week. This is useful to keep you focused on the 
research. It also allows the instructor to provide helpful feedback during the 
research when students need help. This procedure builds better research 
reports and leads to better grades. Weekly submission of Interim Research 
Descriptions by Friday evening is compulsory for Weeks 12, 13 and 14 
inclusively. Each weekly non-submission will be penalized with the 
subtraction of one course point. Non-submission also sets you up for a weak 
research report, and this, of course, will negatively impact your final grade.  
 


 


Week #13, Nov. 12-16: Research Week II 
 


• Students continue to research their topics.  
• Submit your Second Interim Research Description by Friday evening. Use 


the same format and method of submission as last week.  
 


 


Week #14, Tuesday Nov. 20: Research Week III 
 


• Students continue to research their topics.  
• Submit your Third Interim Research Description by Friday evening. Use the 


same format and method of submission as last week.  
 


 


Week #15: Wednesday Nov. 27: All Students Submit their Research Report 
 
 


• Wednesday November 27th: Every student submits his/her report to the 
instructor and to the member of his/her group. Follow the instructions TBA.  



mailto:Webcourses@UCF.edu
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Sunday December 1: Report Assembly on Course Wiki 
 
 


• Group Editors: 
o You must complete the assembly of your group’s reports on the course 


wiki by Sunday December 1 at 11:59 PM. Follow the format indicated 
by the instructor (TBA).  


• All Group members: submit your vote to your respective Group Editor and to 
the instructor (use course email) expressing your choice for which of the 
individual research reports from your group should be assigned for the Final 
Exam.  


 
 


Week #16, FINAL EXAM on Friday December 6 
 


• The Final Exam window will open on December 6 at 8:00 AM and close 
on the same day at 11:59 PM. Do not miss it!  It will be short and have 
multiple choice questions covering exclusively the research reports selected 
for examination. It is not an exam reviewing the materials read during weeks 
1 to 11.  


 
 


Grade Dissemination 
Grades will be posted on Webcourses@UCF. 


 


Course Policies 
 


Late Work Policy:  
There are no make-ups for missing weekly quizzes or class graded group 
discussion.  


 
Grades of Incomplete 
 
The current university policy concerning incomplete grades will be followed in this 
course. Incomplete grades are given only in situations where unexpected 
emergencies prevent a student from completing the course and the remaining 
work can be completed the next semester. Your instructor is the final authority on 
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whether you qualify for an incomplete. Incomplete work must be finished by the 
end of the subsequent semester or the “I” will automatically be recorded as an 
“F” on your transcript.  
 


Course Policies: Technology and Media 
 


Email: Use my email to communicate with me: danielmarien@yahoo.com. Allow 
up to 48 hours for a response. Repeat message if you haven’t received a 
response within 48 hours.  
 


Course Policies: Student Expectations 
 


Disability Access:  
 
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable 
accommodations for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in 
alternate formats upon request. Students with disabilities who need 
accommodations in this course must contact the professor at the beginning of the 
semester to discuss needed accommodations. No accommodations will be 
provided until the student has met with the professor to request 
accommodations. Students who need accommodations must be registered with 
Student Disability Services, Student Resource Center Room 132, phone (407) 
823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting 
accommodations from the professor. 
 
Academic Conduct Policy:  
 
Academic dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated. If you are uncertain as to 
what constitutes academic dishonesty, please consult The Golden Rule, the 
University of Central Florida's Student Handbook 
(http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/) for further details.  As in all University 
courses, The Golden Rule Rules of Conduct will be applied.  Violations of these 
rules will result in a failing grade for the entire course and can also result in 
expulsion from the University. 
 
Turinitin.com:  


 
In this course we will utilize turnitin.com, an automated system which instructors 
can use to quickly and easily compare each student's assignment with billions of 
web sites, as well as an enormous database of student papers that grows with 
each submission. Accordingly, you will be expected to submit all assignments in 
both hard copy and electronic format. After the assignment is processed, as 



mailto:danielmarien@yahoo.com
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instructor I receive a report from turnitin.com that states if and how another 
author’s work was used in the assignment. For a more detailed look at this 
process, visit http://www.turnitin.com.  Essays are due at turnitin.com the same 
day as in class.    


 



http://www.turnitin.com/
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Scope and Methods of Political Science --POS3703 
Section 0006  T-TH 3:00 to 4:15, Section 0007  T-TH 1:30 to 2:45 


Dr. Jesse Marquette / Fall, 2013 
Classroom: Philips Hall 310 
Office Hours: Tuesday  12 to 1:30, Thursday 4:15 to 5 pm.  Other hours by appointment. 
Email:  Jesse.Marquette@ucf.edu      Note: I will only reply to e-mails sent from your UCF e-mail, personal 
accounts such as gmail, hotmail, aol etc. will be ignored. 
 
Required texts: 
 
Pollock, The Essentials of Political Analysis, 4th Edition.    Abbr: Essentials 
Wheelan, Naked Statistics: Stripping the Dread from the Data., 1st Edition    Abbr. Naked 
 
Course Goals 


This course will examine how the processes of scientific research are applied to the study of politics.  You will 
learn the meaning and use of terms such as “dependent variable”, “generalization”, “validity” and their 
significance in generating reliable knowledge about political behavior.    You will explore the way human beings 
think and how heuristics, schema and fallible memory impact belief systems.  You will learn how to turn your 
ideas about how politics works into testable propositions that can be verified by others, that is, you will learn how 
we claim to produce “knowledge”.  You also will learn techniques of statistical data analysis using SPSS.  The 
Statistical Package for the Social Sciences is a widely used software package in business and science, so mastery 
of its protocols will be of use in many of your career options.  The software is available in campus labs although 
some students choose to rent from on-line vendors. 


Requirements. 


Your course grade will be based on five components: attendance, two project assignments and two 
examinations.  The total points assigned will be 450. 


Attendance:  50 points. Attendance is required. Do not arrive late or leave early.  You will lose 10 points 
for each absence.  There will be material covered in lecture that does not appear in the texts.. 


Assignments: 200 points. You will be given two projects during the term, each valued at 100 points.  
Assignments are due at the beginning of class on the assigned date and must be turned in directly to 
me.  You will lose 5 points for each day an assignment is late.  Formal instruction sheets for each 
project will be provided in class. Please pay close attention to the instructions, they are provided for 
your benefit.  Each project should result in an approximately 10 page report on the results of your 
research.  I do not weigh the papers or count the pages, I actually read them. 


The basic project descriptions are:  
 
Project 1 – Research a specific concept and its potential causes.  Select/develop appropriate operational 
definitions, develop a testable hypothesis about the behavior and produce an appropriate hypothesis test. 
 
Project 2 – Research a specific concept and select/develop appropriate operational definitions, develop 
testable hypotheses about behavior and conduct an appropriate multiple linear or logistic regression 
analysis. 
  



mailto:Jesse.Marquette@ucf.edu





Exams:  200 points. There will be two exams during the term each of which will count as 100 points.  No early 
exams.  No make-up exams.  The exam days are noted in the course schedule.  The second exam is the 
final.  Exams are mixed form and will last for one and one quarter hours.  The final is cumulative. If an 
appropriate medical excuse is provided I may allow you to double weight the final in place of a missed 
mid-term. 


No Incompletes will be given in this course except for documented medical reasons.  This syllabus may 
be amended or modified in any way upon notice; most such changes will affect the Course Schedule, so 
be sure that you know if any due dates change. 


Grading Scale 


Your course grade will be based on following numeric scale, the numbers represent percentage of total points. 
<=93 90-92 87-89 83-86 80-82 77-79 73-76 70-72 67-69 63-66 60-62 >=59 
A A- B+ B B- C+ C C- D+ D D- F 
 
 
Plagiarism, Cheating, and Academic Dishonesty 
 
All work that you submit for this class must be your own, and it must be written exclusively for this 
course. Also, any sources consulted for your writing must be properly documented. “Rewriting,” in which 
a student consults a source, changes a few words, and presents the ideas as his/her own, is plagiarism. 
Plagiarism and cheating of any kind on an examination, quiz, or assignment will result at least in an “F” 
for that assignment and may also lead to an “F” for the entire course.  Plagiarism and cheating may 
subject a student to referral to the Office of Student Conduct for further action. See the UCF Golden Rule 
for further information (http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/).  
 
Classroom Behavior 
 
Proper classroom behavior is expected at all times. Students must follow UCF standards for personal and 
academic conduct as outlined in The Golden Rule. As a matter of common courtesy, please arrive on time 
prepared to stay for the entire class, and do not engage in conversation other than appropriate to the 
material at hand.  Turn off cell phones and pagers before coming to class.  Food and drink are 
discouraged in the classroom.  Students who use class time to conduct IM/e-mail/Internet sessions will 
lose attendance credit for that class. 
 
Disability Accommodation  
 
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all persons 
with disabilities. Students with disabilities who need accommodations in this course must contact the 
professor at the beginning of the semester.  Students who need accommodations must be registered with 
Student Disability Services, Student Resource Center Room 132, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only 
phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting accommodations from the professor. 
 







Class Schedule and Reading Assignments 
 
The date listed for each week’s reading assignment is the Monday of that week. 
 


 
 
 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


  


Week Date Topic Essentials Naked 
1 8/19 Elements of Research Design: Concepts and Operational Definitions Intro  Intro & Ch 1 
2 8/26 Approaches to Research Design: Generalizations, Theory and Designs Ch 1  
3 9/2 Data and Measurement: Items, Scales and Indices Ch 2 Ch 7 
4 9/9 Data Sources and Descriptive Statistics  Ch 3 Ch 2 & 3 
5 9/16 Variation, Explanation, Comparison and Control Ch 4 Ch 5, 5.2 &6 
6 9/23 Statistical Control for Competing Explanations  Ch 5 Ch 10 
7 9/30 Sampling and Inference  Ch 6 Ch 8  
8 10/7 Mid Term Examination and Statistical Tests of Hypothesis  Ch 9 
9 10/14  Data Transformation -  Project 1 Due   
10 10/21 Tests for Interval Data   
11 10/28 Tests for Categorical Data  Ch 7  
12 11/4 Measures of Association  Ch 4 
13 11/11 Correlation and Regression I  Ch 8 Ch 11 
14 11/18 Correlation and Regression II  Ch 12 
15 11/25 Logistic Regression Ch 9&10 Ch 13 & 


Conclusion 
  Final Examination as per University Schedule –  


Section 7: T-TH- 1:30 to 2:45 – Exam 12/10 from 1:00 to 3:50 
Section 6: T-TH- 3 to 4:15 – Exam 12/5 from 1:00 to 3:50 
Project 2 Due 


  







POS 3703 – Dr. Marquette – Fall, 2013 
First Project Instructions and Paper Layout 


 
The purpose of the first project is to demonstrate your mastery of basic research design and 
simple tests of hypothesis.  You should choose a research topic that is of interest to you based on 
your sub-area of Political Science. 
 


1) You may find or create data sets depending on your topic or interest.  For example you may 
wish to download data sets from the ICPSR or the use data from the online tables of the 
Statistical Abstract of the U.S. 


a. Conduct a literature review to develop your conceptual and operational definitions. 
b. Define a generalization such as: Citizens have different perceptions of Hillary 


Clinton as a result of their gender. 
c. Render that statement as a testable hypothesis using appropriate variables: e.g. 


Males will have a lower average thermometer score for Hillary Clinton than 
females. 


2) Have your generalization and corresponding hypothesis approved by the instructor. 
3) Match your operational definitions with variables defined in published data sets or create 


your own, checking your progress with the instructor. 
4) Conduct an appropriate statistical test of your hypothesis 
5) Citations are APA style of citation in text e.g. (Author, date) or (Author, date, page). 
6)  The project is due in class the week of October 14. 


 
Paper outline: 
 
Introduction: Briefly describe the problem you are researching and why it is interesting. 
 
Literature review: Discuss the existing research on your topic and describe how it contributed 
to your understanding of the concepts and your operational definitions. 
 
Hypothesis: Clearly state your research hypothesis as a simple declarative statement under a 
separate section head. 
 
Data and methods:  Describe your data sources and why the material you are using constitute 
meaningful operational definitions of your major concepts.  Describe what statistical procedure 
you are using to test your hypothesis and why it is appropriate. 
 
Analysis:  Conduct an appropriate analysis and discuss your application of the procedures in 
detail.  For this project I expect cross-tabulations with Chi-square, OR means tests or equivalent 
as appropriate for your research design and the level of measurement of your data. 
 
Results:  What was the outcome of your test from an analytic stand point. 
 
Conclusion:  What is the meaning of the result for your original research question. 
  







POS 3703 – Dr. Marquette, Fall, 2013 
Paper Requirements for Second Project 


 
This project is to conduct a multiple linear regression or multiple logistic regression analysis on 
data for a topic of interest to you.  Linear regression generally assumes an additive relationship 
between the dependent and an appropriate set of independent variables.  That is, the dependent 
variable is expressed as a function of the set of independent variables. Linear regression assumes 
the dependent variable is continuous, basic logistic regression assumes the dependent variable is 
dichotomous. 
 
Paper format: 
 
Introduction: Briefly describe the problem you are researching and why it is interesting. 
 
Literature review: Discuss the existing research (at least 3 articles or books) on your topic and 
describe how it contributed to your understanding of the concepts and your operational 
definitions.  Be sure to follow proper procedure on citations and quotation when using another 
author’s work. Citation format should follow APA style (Author, date) or (Author, date, page). 
Be sure to include complete reference in bibliography. 
 
Hypothesis: Clearly state your research hypothesis under a separate section head. 
Your hypothesis should require one dependent and at least two (2) independent variables 
 
Data and methods:  Describe your data sources and why the material you are using constitute 
meaningful operational definitions of your major concepts.  Be sure all of the variables you will 
be employing are at the interval level of measurement or are dummy coded appropriately for use 
in a regression analysis.  You must create or find a data set appropriate for you to do your own 
regression, do not just copy other scholar’s tables.  Provide the data source citation for each 
variable. 
 
Results:  1) Display appropriate descriptive statistics for all variables, 
     2) Provide histograms for each variable and scatter-plots of the dependent with each  
  independent variable, 
     3) Provide complete regression results for your test. 
 
Describe and discuss all the above, in detail.  Display all relevant computer output as tables or 
figures in the body of the paper, not in separate appendices. Do not list all the data in the body of 
the paper, but be sure it is available if I have questions. 
 
Verify that there are not major violations of the assumptions of the procedure.  Clearly describe 
the outcome of your test from a statistical standpoint, i.e. do you reject the overall null or not.  If 
you do reject the overall null, are all the individual independent variables significant. 
 
Conclusion:  What is the meaning of the result for your original research question. 
  







POS3703 - Midterm Examination   - Dr. Marquette - Example 
Note: This is an example, not a complete exam. 
 
All answers are to be entered in your blue book. Place your name and section on the 
outside of the blue book and indicate which test version you have (A or B). For each short 
answer or essay indicate the question you think you are answering. Return the exam with 
the test. 
 
Section 1 - Short Answer - Choose 10 - 5 points each - 50 points total 
1. Distinguish between the intension and extension of a concept. 
2. Field experiment. 
3. Frequency table. 
4. Bimodal distribution. 
5. Distinguish between ordinal and interval measurement. 
 
Section 2 - Essay 100 points - Choose 1. 
Analyze ONE of the following tables - E.G.  Which variable is dependent? What is the apparent 
hypothesis?  Was it successful? How do you interpret the result? Describe and discuss. 
Table A Relates highest degree earned by respondent’s father and respondents income. 
 
      FATHERS HIGHEST DEGREE      RESPONDENT INCOME  


HIGH SCHOOL      $32749.20 
JUNIOR COLLEGE      $33046.50 
BACHELOR       $40445.73 
GRADUATE       $42699.98 
 


Table B Relates respondent’s highest degree to their political ideology 
     Respondents HIGHEST DEGREE by 3 Category Ideology 


Figures  are % within R’s HIGHEST DEGREE 
     Respondent Ideology 


R’s     HIGHEST DEGREE    Liberal            Moderate         Conservative 
 LT HIGH SCHOOL   17.5%  60.6%  21.9% 
 HIGH SCHOOL   13.5%  66.5%  20.0% 
 JUNIOR COLLEGE   11.9%  67.8%  20.3% 
 BACHELOR    19.1%  59.5%  21.4% 
 GRADUATE    28.2%  54.7%  17.2% 
 


  







Final Examination– POS 3703- Scope and Methods– Dr. Marquette– Sample 
Note: this is a sample, not a complete exam. 
 
All answers are to be entered in your blue book. Place your name and section on the 
outside of the blue book and indicate which test version you have (A or B). For each short 
answer or essay indicate the question you think you are answering. Return the exam with 
the test. 
 
Short Answer – 5 points each, choose 10. 


1. Lambda 
2. Multi-collinearity 
3. Histogram 
4. Contingency table 
5. Partial correlation 
6. Probability profile 


Essays – Answer 2 of the following 3 questions, 50 points each. 
Essay 1 – Analyze the following Analysis of Variance of presidential candidate ratings 
in detail.  Units of analysis are individuals. 


 
Descriptives 


Feeling Thermometer for Barack Obama Pre 2008 Election 


 N Mean Std. Deviation Std. Error 95% Confidence Interval for Mean 


Lower Bound Upper Bound 


1. Literal 770 53.72 31.051 1.119 51.52 55.91 


2. Not literal 914 58.04 27.336 .904 56.26 59.81 


3. Manmade 358 65.20 24.597 1.299 62.64 67.76 


Total 2043 57.66 28.623 .633 56.42 58.91 


Factor: Respondent Position on Biblical Literalism Scale 
 


ANOVA 


Feeling Thermometer for Barack Obama Pre 2008 Election 


 Sum of Squares df Mean Square F Sig. 


Between Groups 32485.808 2 16242.904 20.197 .000 


Within Groups 1640607.982 2040 804.220   
Total 1673093.790 2042    


 
Essay 2 – Analyze the following regression analysis of School Proficiency outcomes in 
detail. Higher scores on the dependent variable indicate more students are proficient. 
Units of analysis are schools. 
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Political Economy (CPO4074.0001) 
Credit: 3 Units 


 
Professor Nikola Mirilovic   


 
University of Central Florida 


Fall 2013 
Tu-Th 1:30-2:50 pm 


Psychology Building (PSY) 0106 
 


Office Phillips Hall 302 J 


Office hours Tu 12:00 PM-1:15 PM, 4:45-5:45 PM; Th; 11:30 AM-1:15 PM; or by 
appointment. 


Voice (407) 823-5082 


Email Via the course page in Canvas 


Required 
books 


 


Naazneen H. Barma, Steven K. Vogel 
The Political Economy Reader: Markets as Institutions 
ISBN: 978-0-415-95493-8. Available at the Bookstore. 
 
John Ravenhill 
Global Political Economy (3rd Edition) 
ISBN: 978-0-19-957081-2. Available at the Bookstore. 


 
Course Description: The study of political economy examines interactions between the state and the 
markets, between politics and economics. In this course we will examine fundamental political economy 
perspectives starting with classic works. We will then apply those perspectives and analytical tools to 
key contemporary problems of the comparative and the international political economy: economic 
development, the proper role of the state in the market, and the debates about the global economic 
system.    


Course Goals: 1) Students will learn the fundamental perspectives and the key analytical tools needed to 
understand political economy debates and the associated contemporary policy issues. 2) Students will 
further their knowledge of key facts relevant to political economy debates in general and to the key 
issue areas such as the global political economy in particular. 3) Students will improve their writing and 
analytical skills. 


Course Requirements: Your final grade will be based on three exams and a paper (6 pages; double 
spaced, standard fonts and margins). The paper will assess your analytical and writing skills. The source 
material for the paper is the course readings and lectures: external research is neither required nor 
expected. The paper will count for 25% of your final grade. Exam 1 and exam 2 will each count for 20% 
of your final grade. The final exam will count for 35% of your final grade.  
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Attendance is not mandatory. However, please remember that the material covered by the course is 
delivered via readings as well as via in-course lectures. There is important information in the readings 
that may not be specifically addressed in class, and in-class lectures may go beyond the readings. The 
best way to do well in the course and develop a strong grasp of the material it covers is to attend the 
course regularly, read and carefully consider the required materials beforehand, and be prepared to 
analyze and discuss those materials in class.  


Participation and Extra Credit: You may receive an additional bonus towards your final grade, up to 5%, 
based on your participation in class discussions.  


Course Correspondence and Canvas: All correspondence with the instructor will be via Canvas.  I will 
usually respond to your message within 48 hours on business days. 


Make-up Exam Policy: Make-up exams will be granted only in the case of an emergency and/or a 
university documented absence. If exam dates conflict with a religious holiday, please notify the 
instructor about this at the beginning of the class. I will seek to accommodate you. 


Paper Lateness Policy: The penalty for submitting the paper late is one letter grade reduction for each 
day of lateness (i.e., an A paper submitted a day late will receive a grade of B; if submitted two days late 
it will receive a grade of C, etc.). 


UCF Disability Statement: The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable 
accommodations for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon 
request. Students with disabilities who need accommodations in this course must contact the professor 
at the beginning of the semester to discuss needed accommodations. No accommodations will be 
provided until the student has met with the professor to request accommodations. Students who need 
accommodations must be registered with Student Disability Services, Student Resource Center, Room 
132, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting accommodations 
from the professor. 


UCF Rules of Conduct: As reflected in the UCF creed, integrity and scholarship are core values that 
should guide our conduct and decisions as members of the UCF community. Plagiarism and cheating are 
very serious academic offenses. Please refer to the University’s Rules of Conduct (available at:  
http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu) for more information on these issues. Failure to comply with university 
rules may subject violator(s) to appropriate action by university authorities and/or appropriate civil 
authorities. The penalty for students who plagiarize or cheat on an exam or an assignment will include a 
grade of F on that exam or assignment. 


University Writing Center (UWC) support: UWC (location: Colbourn 105) offers writing support to UCF 
students from first-year to graduate in every discipline. Trained peer consultants provide help at every 
stage of the writing process, including understanding assignments, researching, drafting, revising, 
incorporating sources, and learning to proofread and edit. The UWC’s purpose is not merely to fix 
papers or to make better writers, but to teach writers strategies to navigate complex situations for 
writing, both in and outside the University. Consultations are available for individuals and small groups. 
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To make the best use of the UWC, visit far enough before your due date to allow yourself time to revise 
after your consultation, browse the writing resources on our website, and arrange a regular weekly 
appointment if you’d like long-term help. You may schedule a 45-minute appointment by phone or by 
using the TutorTrac scheduler on our website; walk-in consultations are also available. 


Grading Scale: 


Letter Grade  Points  
A  93 – 100 points  
A-  90 – 92 points  
B+  87 – 89 points  
B  83 – 86 points  
B-  80 – 82 points  
C+  77 – 79 points  
C  73 – 76 points  
C-  70 – 72 points  
D+  67 – 69 points  
D  63 – 66 points  
D-  60 – 62 points  
F  59 and below  


 


Course Schedule 
August 20: Introductory Session 
 
No readings 
 
1) August 22-27: Introducing Key Perspectives and the Historical Background (2 classes) 
 
Barma and Vogel (BV): Introduction, pp. 1-15. 
Ravenhill: “The Study of Global Political Economy,” pp. 3-29. 
 


Key Perspectives and Debates 
 
2) August 29-September 3: The Classics (2 classes)  


Adam Smith, “The Wealth of Nations,” in BV, pp. 27-40. 
Karl Marx, “The Communist Manifesto,” in BV, pp. 41-62. 
Friedrich List, “The National System of Political Economy,” in BV, pp. 63-86. 
 
3) September 5-10: The Liberals and the Great Transformation (2 classes)  


Friedrich Hayek, “The Road to Serfdom,” in BV pp. 91-105. 
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Milton Friedman, “Capitalism and Freedom,” on Canvas, pp. 7-21, in BV, pp. 107-116. 
Karl Polanyi, “The Great Transformation,” in BV, pp. 121-151. 
 
4) September 12: The Institutionalists (1 class) 


Douglass North, “Structure and Change in Economic History,” in BV, pp. 175-183. 
Oliver Williamson, “The Economic Institutions of Capitalism,” in BV, pp. 185-192. 
 
5) September 17-19: Historical Perspectives and Varieties of Capitalism (2 classes) 


W.W. Rostow, “The Stages of Economic Growth,” in BV, pp. 199-209.  
Alexander Gerschenkron, “Economic Backwardness in Historical Perspective,” in BV, pp. 211-227. 
Peter Hall and David Soskice, “Varieties of Capitalism” in BV, pp. 289-321. 
 
September 24: Exam 1 
 


Comparative Political Economy 


6) September 26 – October 3: Economic Development (3 classes)  


Chalmers Johnson, “MITI and the Japanese Miracle,” in BV, pp. 259-282. 
Hernando De Soto, “The Mystery of Capital” in BV, pp. 475-481. 
David Landes, “The Wealth and Poverty of Nations,” in BV, pp. 229-235. 
Nicola Phillips, “Globalization and Development” in Ravenhill, pp. 416-449. 
 
7) October 8: Market Reform: Poland and Russia (1 class) 


Jeffrey Sachs, “The End of Poverty” in BV, pp. 359-374. 
Joseph Stiglitz, “Globalization and its Discontents” in BV, pp. 375-398.  
 
8) October 10-15: Market Reform: China (2 classes)  


Doug Guthrie, “China and Globalization” in BV, pp. 399-423. 
William Overholt, “China and Globalization.” Available at on Canvas.  
Zbigniew Brzezinski  and John Mearsheimer. “Clash of the Titans.” Available on Canvas. 
Jeremy Warner, “China’s Great Economic Leap Forward hits the Wall.” Available on Canvas. 
 
9) October 17-22: Domestic Sources of Foreign Economic Policies (2 classes) 
 
Michael Hiscox, “The Domestic Sources of Foreign Economic Policies” in Ravenhill, pp. 96-130. 
 


Global Political Economy 


October 24: Exam 2 


10) October 29 - November 5: Political Economy of Trade (3 classes) 


Gilbert Winham, “The Evolution of the Global Trade Regime” in Ravenhill, pp. 137-172. 
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John Ravenhill, “Regional Trade Agreements,” pp. 173-212. 
 
NOTE: November 7: Papers due at the beginning of class. 
 
11) November 7-12: Globalization Debates (2 classes) 


Anthony McGrew, “The Logics of Economic Globalization,” in Ravenhill, pp. 275-311. 
Thomas Friedman, “The Lexus and the Olive Tree,” in BV pp. 487-504. 
Abraham Newman and John Zysman, “How Revolutionary Was the Digital Revolution” in BV 505-520. 
 
13) November 14-21: Globalization and the State (3 classes) 


Susan Strange, “The Retreat of the State” in BV, pp. 525-533. 
Robert Gilpin, “Global Political Economy” in BV, pp. 535-545. 
Colin Hay, “Globalization’s Impact on States” in Ravenhill, pp. 312-344. 
 
11) November 26: Global Financial Crisis (1 class) 


Louis Pauly, “The Political Economy of the Global Financial Crisis” in Ravenhill, pp. 244-272. 
 
Final Exam: Tuesday, December 10, 1:00 – 3:50 pm. Location: PSY 0106 (our classroom) 


Note: This syllabus is subject to change at the instructor’s discretion if necessary. Changes to the 
syllabus, if any, will be announced in class and the updated syllabus will be posted on Canvas. 
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Politics of Civil Wars (INR6938.0001)  
Credit: 3 Units 


 
Professor Nikola Mirilovic   


 
University of Central Florida 


Fall 2013 
Time: Tue 6:00PM - 8:50PM 


Location: Business Administration (BA1) O207 
Office Phillips Hall 302 J 


Office hours Tue 12:00 PM-1:15 PM, 4:45-5:45 PM; Thu 11:30 AM-1:15 PM; or by 
appointment. 


Voice (407) 823-5082 


Email Via the course page in Canvas 


Required book 


 


Antony Beevor, The Battle for Spain: The Spanish Civil War 1936-
1939. ISBN  978-0143037651. 
 
Stathis Kalyvas, The Logic of Violence in Civil War.  ISBN 978-
0521670043. 
 
Jeremy Weinstein, Inside Rebellion: The Politics of Insurgent 
Violence. 978-0521677974   


 
Course description: In the contemporary world, civil wars occur more frequently and are associated 
with more casualties than interstate wars. In this course we explore the causes of civil war onset, the 
dynamics of violence within civil wars, and the international aspects of civil wars and of their resolution. 
We will address questions such as the links between nationalism and civil war and the determinants of 
external intervention into civil wars. 
 
Course Goals: 1) Students will learn the fundamental perspectives and the key analytical tools needed to 
understand civil war onset, patterns of violence committed during civil wars, and the relevant 
international aspects of civil wars. 2) Students will further their knowledge of key facts relevant to the 
study of civil war. 3) Students will improve their writing, analytical and research skills. 


Requirements: The final grade will be based on class participation, two short papers, a research design 
presentation, and a final paper. Participation will count for 10% of the final grade. The two short papers 
(5 pages each, double spaced, standard fonts and margins) will count for 40% of the final grade (20% 
each). The first paper is due on October 15, the second paper is due on November 5. The papers will 
assess your writing and analytical skills.  
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The final paper (15 pages, double spaced, standard fonts and margins) will count for 45% of your final 
grade. It is due on December 3. The final paper is a research design for an original research project on 
the politics of civil wars. The research design should include a research question, key hypotheses, an 
explanation of the relevant causal logic, a discussion of alternative arguments and a literature review, 
and an explanation for how the hypotheses will be tested.  


Research design presentations (5% of the final grade) will be held in class on November 19. Students will 
formally present their research design project to their colleagues.    


Class Participation: active participation is expected in every class. Students should be prepared to 
identify, explain and critique arguments from the readings.  


Course Correspondence and Canvas: All correspondence with the instructor will be via Canvas.  I will 
usually respond to your message within 48 hours on business days.  


Paper Lateness Policy: The penalty for submitting a paper late is 10 points (one letter grade) for each 
calendar day of lateness (i.e., an A paper submitted a day late will receive a grade of B; if submitted two 
days late it will receive a grade of C, etc.). Papers submitted after graded papers have been returned to 
the other students will not be accepted.  


UCF Disability Statement: The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable 
accommodations for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon 
request. Students with disabilities who need accommodations in this course must contact the professor 
at the beginning of the semester to discuss needed accommodations. No accommodations will be 
provided until the student has met with the professor to request accommodations. Students who need 
accommodations must be registered with Student Disability Services, Ferrell Commons Room 132, 
phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting accommodations from 
the professor. 


UCF Rules of Conduct: As reflected in the UCF creed, integrity and scholarship are core values that 
should guide our conduct and decisions as members of the UCF community. Plagiarism and cheating are 
very serious academic offenses. Please refer to the University’s Rules of Conduct (available at:  
http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu) for more information on these issues. Failure to comply with university 
rules may subject violator(s) to appropriate action by university authorities and/or appropriate civil 
authorities. The penalty for students who plagiarize or cheat on an exam or an assignment will include a 
grade of F on that exam or assignment. 


University Writing Center (UWC) support: UWC (location: Colbourn 105) offers writing support to UCF 
students from first-year to graduate in every discipline. Trained peer consultants provide help at every 
stage of the writing process, including understanding assignments, researching, drafting, revising, 
incorporating sources, and learning to proofread and edit. The UWC’s purpose is not merely to fix 
papers or to make better writers, but to teach writers strategies to navigate complex situations for 
writing, both in and outside the University. Consultations are available for individuals and small groups. 
To make the best use of the UWC, visit far enough before your due date to allow yourself time to revise 
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after your consultation, browse the writing resources on our website, and arrange a regular weekly 
appointment if you’d like long-term help. You may schedule a 45-minute appointment by phone or by 
using the TutorTrac scheduler on our website; walk-in consultations are also available. 


Grading Scale: 


Letter Grade  Points  
A  93 – 100 points  
A-  90 – 92 points  
B+  87 – 89 points  
B  83 – 86 points  
B-  80 – 82 points  
C+  77 – 79 points  
C  73 – 76 points  
C-  70 – 72 points  
D+  67 – 69 points  
D  63 – 66 points  
D-  60 – 62 points  
F  59 and below  


 


Part I: Introduction, Definitions, Cases and Global Trends 
 


Week 1: August 20: Introductory session 


No readings 


Week 2: August 27: Defining Civil War and Global Trends 


Nils Petter Gleditsch, et al. 2002. “Armed Conflict 1946-2001: A New Dataset.” Journal of Peace Research 
39(5): 615-637. 


Nicholas Sambanis. 2004. “What Is Civil War?: Conceptual and Empirical Complexities of an Operational 
Definition.” Journal of Conflict Resolution 48(6): 814-858. 


Stathis Kalyvas. 2001. “New and Old Civil Wars: A Valid Distinction?” World Politics 54(1):99-118. 


Mark Gersovitz and Norma Kriger. 2013. “What Is a Civil War? A Critical Review of Its Definition and 
(Econometric) Consequences.” The World Bank Research Observer 28:159–190. 


Week 3: September 3: Spain 


Antony Beevor, The Battle for Spain: The Spanish Civil War 1936-1939.  
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Week 4: September 10: Sri Lanka 


Benedikt Korf. 2005. “Rethinking the Greed–Grievance Nexus: Property Rights and the Political Economy 
of War in Sri Lanka.” Journal of Peace Researc. 42(2): 201-217. 


Neil DeVotta. 2009. “The Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam and the Lost Quest for Separatism in Sri 
Lanka.” Asian Survey. 49(6): 1021-1051. 


James Fearon and David Laitin. 2011. “Sons of the Soil, Migrants, and Civil War.” World Development 
39(2): 199–211.  


Sirimal Abeyratne. 2004. “Economic Roots of Political Conflict: The Case of Sri Lanka.” The World 
Economy 27(8): 1295–1314. 


Week 5: September 17: Yugoslavia 


V. P. Gagnon, Jr. 2004. The Myth of Ethnic War: Serbia and Croatia in the 1990s. Chapters 4 and 5.   


Robert Kaplan. 1994. Balkan Ghosts. Pp. 3-49, 71-76. 


Barry Posen. 1993. “The Security Dilemma and Ethnic Conflict” Survival 35(1), pp. 27-47. 


Woodward, Susan. 1995. Balkan Tragedy: Chaos and Dissolution After the Cold War. pp. 1-21, 223-251. 


Part II: Causes of Civil War Onset and Patterns of Civil War Violence 


Week 6: September 24: Understanding Nationalism  


Anthony Smith. 1986. The Ethnic Origins of Nations. Pp. 1-46, 129-153, 209-226. 
 
Ernest Gellner. 1983. Nations and Nationalism. Pp. 1-62, 88-109, 137-143.  
 
Week 7: October 1: Nationalism, Ethnicity and Conflict 
 
Donald Horowitz. 1985. Ethnic Groups in Conflict. Chapters 4 and 5.  
 
Nicholas Sambanis. 2001. “Do Ethnic and Nonethnic Civil Wars Have the Same Causes?” Journal of 
Conflict Resolution 45(3):259-282. 
 
Consuelo Cruz. 2000. “Identity and Persuasion: How Nations Remember Their Pasts and Make 
Their Futures,” World Politics 52(3): 275-312. 
 
Week 8: October 8: Grievances and Opportunities 


James Fearon and David Laitin. 2003. “Ethnicity, Insurgency, and Civil War.” American 
Political Science Review 97: 75-90. 
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Paul Collier and Anke Hoeer. 2004. “Greed and Grievance in Civil War.” Oxford Economic Papers 56: 563-
595. 
 
Michael Ross. 2004. “How Do Natural Resources Influence Civil War?: Evidence from Thirteen Cases.” 
International Organization, 58(1): 35-67. 
 
Tedd Gurr. 1993. “Why Minorities Rebel: A Global Analysis of Communal Mobilization and Conflict since 
1945” International Political Science Review 14(2): 161-201. 
 
Week 9: October 15: Violence Patterns (Part I) 


Stathis Kalyvas.  2006. The Logic of Violence in Civil War.  


NOTE: first paper due 


Week 10: October 22: Violence Patterns (Part II) 


Jeremy Weinstein. 2007. Inside Rebellion: The Politics of Insurgent Violence.  


Week 11: October 29: Civil War and Mass Killings 


T. David Mason and Dale A. Krane. 1989. “The Political Economy of Death Squads: Toward a Theory of 
the Impact of State-Sanctioned Terror.” International Studies Quarterly 33(2): 175-198. 


Jason Lyall. 2009. “Does Indiscriminate Violence Incite Insurgent Attacks?” Journal of Conflict Resolution 
53(3):331-362. 


Matthew Krain. 1997. “State Sponsored Mass Murder: The Onset and Severity of Genocides and 
Politicides.”Journal of Conflict Resolution 41(3):331-360. 


Michael Mann. 2005. The Dark Side of Democracy: Explaining Ethnic Cleansing, pp. 1-33. 


Part III: International Elements 


Week 12: November 5: International Intervention, Diasporas and Conflict 


Dylan Balch-Lindsay, Andrew Enterline, and Kyle Joyce. 2008. “Third-Party Intervention and the Civil 
War Process.” Journal of Peace Research 45(3): 345–363. 


Saideman, Stephen M. 2001. The Ties That Divide: Ethnic Politics, Foreign Policy, and International 
Conflict. pp. 1-29. 


Charles King and Neil J. Melvin, 1999. “Diaspora Politics Ethnic Linkages, Foreign Policy, and Security in 
Eurasia” International Security 24(3): 108-138.  


Stephen Van Evera, 1994. “Hypotheses on Nationalism and War” International Security 18(4): 5-39. 
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NOTE: second paper due at the beginning of class. 


Week 13: November 12: Civil War and Secession 


Barbara Walter. 2006. “Building Reputation: Why Governments Fight Some Separatists but Not Others.” 
American Journal of Political Science 50(2):313-330. 


Chaim Kaufmann. 1996. “Possible and Impossible Solutions to Ethnic Civil Wars.” International Security 
20(4):136-175. 


Saideman, Stephen M. 1997. “Explaining the International Relations of Secessionist Conflicts: 
Vulnerability vs. Ethnic Ties,” International Organization 51(4): 721-753. 


Herbst, Jeffrey. 1989. “The Creation and Maintenance of National Boundaries in Africa” International 
Organization. 43(4): 673-692. 


Week 14: November 19: Research Design Presentations 


Week 15: November 26: International Recognition 


Stephen Krasner. 1999. Sovereignty: Organized Hypocrisy. Chapters TBA. 


Bridget Coggins. 2011. “Friends in High Places: International Politics and the Emergence of States from 
Secessionism.” International Organization 65  (433-67). 


Nikola Mirilovic, David Siroky, and Joshua Caron. “Contested Recognition: Quantitative Evidence from 
Cases of Disputed Sovereignty.” 


NOTE: The final paper is due December 3. Please submit a hard copy at the political science 
department office (HPH 3rd Floor) by 2 pm.   
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Voting and Elections POS3273.0001 


Pollock / Fall 2013 
Office 302 Howard Phillips Hall 


407-823-2084 


Office hours Monday & Wednesday: 7:30-8:20 / 12:30-3:00.  Friday: 7:30-8:20 


Email Philip.Pollock@ucf.edu  
Books 1. Michael Nelson (ed.), The Elections of 2012 (ISBN 9781452239934) 


2. An ebook compiled by Pollock (see link below) 


                 
 


This course introduces you to the institutional and behavioral forces that shape voting behavior 


and electoral outcomes in American national elections. The readings in the Nelson volume focus 
on the 2012 elections. The readings in the ebook are drawn from Flanigan and Zingale (FZ), 


Political Behavior of the American Electorate (12
th
 edition); and Abramson, Aldrich, and Rohde 


(AAR), Change and Continuity in the 2008 and 2010 Elections. Purchase the ebook here: 


http://store.vitalsource.com/search?q=pos3273&search.x=66&search.y=12&search=search.  
 
Additional readings are posted on the course site. 
 


Course elements include assigned reading and Power Point presentations. Supplemental 


material—data links, tables, graphics, and other material—will be shown and discussed during 


lecture.   
 


Requirements: 


Exams (90 percent). You will take three exams during the term: September 23, October 25, and 
December 6. (The December 6 exam, which is scheduled during finals week, will begin at 7 a.m.)  


 


If you know that you will be unable to take any of the exams on the scheduled dates: Drop the 


course.  No early exams and no make-up exams will be given.  No “extra credit” work will be 
assigned or accepted.   


 


How the exams will be weighted: Your best exam score will count 40 percent of your course 
grade. Your next-best exam score will count 30 percent of your course grade. Your worst exam 


score will count 20 percent of your course grade.  Exams will be graded in a timely manner and 


exam grades will be posted on the course site. 
 


If you want to look at your exam: Come to my office during office hours.   


 


If you have a question about how your exam was graded:  Bring the following materials to my 
office—your textbook, your notes on the reading, and the notes you have written during lecture.  


 


Attendance (10 percent). Attendance is required and will count 10 percent of your course grade.  
Do not arrive late for class.  Do not depart early from class.  It is your responsibility to sign the 


attendance sheet each day. 


  



mailto:Philip.Pollock@ucf.edu

file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Philip%20Pollock/My%20Documents/Dropbox/VE_new/Three%20books.pdf

http://store.vitalsource.com/search?q=pos3273&search.x=66&search.y=12&search=search
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Grading Scale.  Your course grade will be determined by this numeric scale: 


>=90  86-89 80-85 76-79 70-75 66-69 60-65 <=59  
A B+ B C+ C D+ D F 


 
Schedule for the term: 
Week of Reading∞  


Aug19 


Aug26 
 


Continuities 


in American 
elections 


 


Mayhew (Nelson ch9) 


Nelson (Nelson ch1) 


 


Sep9 Nominations: 
rules and 


outcomes 


 


Burden (Nelson ch2)   


Sep16 


Sep23 


Turnout and 


Outcomes 


 


FZ ch2, “Suffrage and Turnout” (ebook) 


Hetherington (Nelson ch3) 


 


 


Sep23 First Exam 


 


  


Sep30 


Oct7 
 


Media 


 


FZ ch7, “Political Communication and the Mass Media” (ebook) 


Pew report (posted) 
Geer, “Rise of Negativity” (posted) 


Posner (posted) 


 
Oct14 


Oct21 


 


Partisanship FZ ch3, “Partisanship” (ebook) 


Hetherington, “Polarization” (posted) 


 


 


Oct25 Second 


Exam 


 


  


Oct28 
 


Party 
coalitions 


 


Mellow (Nelson ch4)  


Nov4 


Nov11 
 


Issues I and II AAR ch6, “Candidates, Issues, and the Vote” (ebook) 


AAR ch7, “Presidential Performance and Candidate Choice” (ebook) 
Abramowitz, “Forecasting the 2012 Presidential Election” (posted) 


 


 


Nov18 
 


Modeling 
vote choice 


 


AAR ch8, “Party Loyalties, Policy Preferences, and the Vote” 
(ebook) 


 


Nov25 
Dec2 


 


Congressional 
elections 


AAR ch11, “The 2010 Congressional Elections” (ebook) 
Jacobson (Nelson ch7) 


Campbell, “Seats in Trouble” (posted) 


 


Dec6 Third Exam 


(7 a. m.) 


  


∞Additional reading may be required at the discretion of the instructor. 


 


Note: No class will be held on the following dates: Friday, August 30; Monday, September 2; 
Monday, November 11; Friday, November 29. 
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Scope and Methods of Political Science (POS3703) 


Pollock / Fall 2013 


Office 302 Phillips Hall 


Office hours Monday & Wednesday: 7:30-8:20 / 12:30-3:00.  Friday: 7:30-8:20 


Voice 407-823-2084  


Email Philip.Pollock@ucf.edu 


Required 


books 


Pollock, The Essentials of Political Analysis, 4
th
 Edition 


Pollock, An SPSS Companion to Political Analysis, 4
th
 Edition 


Recommended Rent IBM® SPSS® Statistics Base GradPack 21 (see below) 


 


In this course you will learn the elements of social scientific thinking—how to describe variables 


and measure complex concepts, how to create explanations, how to construct and test hypotheses, 


how to think analytically, and how to control for rival explanations of political phenomena.  You 


also will learn SPSS, data analysis software that is installed in many labs on campus.  


 


The CD in the required workbook, An SPSS Companion to Political Analysis, contains the 


datasets you will be analyzing. The CD does not contain the SPSS software. To complete the 


workbook assignments and take-home exams, you must use a lab computer OR rent the software 


and install it on your PC or laptop.  


 


To rent SPSS for 6 months:  


http://e5.onthehub.com/WebStore/ProductSearchOfferingList.aspx?ws=49c547ba-f56d-dd11-


bb6c-0030485a6b08&vsro=8&srch=statistics+base&utm_source=LandingPage-SPSS-Statistics-


Base-19&utm_medium=LandingPage&utm_campaign=SPSS&JSEnabled=1 


 


Requirements.  Your course grade will be based on three components: Attendance (15 percent), 


Assignments (15 percent), and Exams (70 percent). 


 


Attendance.  15 percent. Attendance is required.  Do not arrive late or leave early. Late arrivals 


count as absences. Early departures count as absences. 


 


Assignments.  15 percent.  You will be given regular assignments during the term. Assignments 


are due at the beginning of class on the assigned date. Do not put assignments in my office 


mailbox.  Do not email your assignments. Late assignments receive zero points.  No make-up 


assignments.  No extra credit. 


 


Exams.  70 percent.  There will be four exams during the term—two in-class exams (25 percent 


each) and two take-home exams (10 percent each).  No early exams.  No make-up exams.  The 


exams will follow this schedule: 


 


 


  


 


Note: No class will be held on the following dates:  


Friday, August 30; Monday, September 2; Monday, November 11; Friday, November 29. 


 


Exam: Taken or Due on: 


In-class exam I October 9 


Take-home exam I October 11 


In-class exam II December 2 


Take-home exam II December 4 (10 a. m.) 



http://e5.onthehub.com/WebStore/OfferingDetails.aspx?ws=49c547ba-f56d-dd11-bb6c-0030485a6b08&vsro=8&o=e9fcd8b9-15c3-de11-886d-0030487d8897

http://e5.onthehub.com/WebStore/ProductSearchOfferingList.aspx?ws=49c547ba-f56d-dd11-bb6c-0030485a6b08&vsro=8&srch=statistics+base&utm_source=LandingPage-SPSS-Statistics-Base-19&utm_medium=LandingPage&utm_campaign=SPSS&JSEnabled=1

http://e5.onthehub.com/WebStore/ProductSearchOfferingList.aspx?ws=49c547ba-f56d-dd11-bb6c-0030485a6b08&vsro=8&srch=statistics+base&utm_source=LandingPage-SPSS-Statistics-Base-19&utm_medium=LandingPage&utm_campaign=SPSS&JSEnabled=1

http://e5.onthehub.com/WebStore/ProductSearchOfferingList.aspx?ws=49c547ba-f56d-dd11-bb6c-0030485a6b08&vsro=8&srch=statistics+base&utm_source=LandingPage-SPSS-Statistics-Base-19&utm_medium=LandingPage&utm_campaign=SPSS&JSEnabled=1
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In-class exams are held during regularly scheduled class times. Take-home exams are 


available immediately following in-class exams and are downloaded from the course site. 


Take-home exam I is due October 11 at the beginning of class. Take-home exam II is due no 


later than December 4 at 10 a.m. in our regular classroom.  


 


Grading Scale.  Your course grade will be determined by this numeric scale: 


>=90  87-89 80-86 77-79 70-76 67-69 60-66 <=59  


A B+ B C+ C D+ D F 


 


Schedule for the term. 


Week of Topic Essentials  Companion 


Aug19 


Aug26 


 


Concepts and measurement Introduction, 


Ch1 


 


  


 


Sep9 Measuring and describing variables Ch2 Getting Started, 


Ch1, Ch2 


 


Sep16 


Sep23 


Explanations, hypotheses, comparisons 


 


 


Ch3  Ch3 


Sep30 


Oct7 


 


Making comparisons  Ch4 


Oct9 


Oct11 


In-class exam I 


Take-home exam I due 


 


  


Oct14 


Oct21 


 


Research design 


 


Ch4  


Oct28 


 


Understanding controlled comparisons Ch5   


Nov4 


Nov11 


Making controlled comparisons  Ch5 


 


  


Nov18 Foundations of inference Ch6   


 


Nov25 Correlation and linear regression 


 


Ch8  Ch6, Ch7 


Dec2 


Dec4 


In-class exam II 


Take-home exam II due, 10 a.m. 


  


Note: No class will be held on the following dates: Friday, August 30; Monday, September 2; 


Monday, November 11; Friday, November 29. 


 








 


 
INR 4364: The Intelligence Community 


Department of Political Science 
College of Arts and Sciences, University of Central Florida 


 
COURSE SYLLABUS 


 
    
Instructor:  Ted W Reynolds  Term:  Fall 2013 
Office:  PH 206B Class Meeting Days:  Tuesday,Thursday 
Phone:  407-823-2608 Class Meeting Hours:  3:00 - 4:15 pm 
E-Mail:  teddy.reynolds@ucf.edu Class Location:  CB1- 0318 
Office Hours: Thursday  1:30-2:30pm, or by appt.     
 
 
 
Description: This course will introduce the student to the study of intelligence with a focus on the US 
intelligence community. The class will primarily address the processes of intelligence including 
collection, analysis and estimates, counterintelligence and covert operations. The class will also address 
issues of policy and reform especially since 9/11. A major theme throughout the course will be the 
challenges associated with reconciling civil liberties and individual freedom with the national security 
and secret intelligence in a democratic society.  The Intelligence Community: PR: POS 2041 or INR 
2002 or CPO 3103 or C.I.  


 
 


Objectives: To briefly discuss the history of intelligence as an instrument of statecraft with an emphasis 
on the development of the US intelligence community. Address the nature of intelligence placing it in 
the context of different political systems, national security versus police intelligence; Discussing major 
elements of intelligence; Presenting the organization of the intelligence community, particularly after 
9/11 and the challenges of intelligence reform; Identifying present and future threats; Discussing the role 
of intelligence in a democratic society.  
 
(1) Understand the intelligence process 
(2) Learn the major elements of intelligence: collection, analysis, counter intelligence and covert action 
(3) Discuss intelligence and policy 
(4) Address the issue of accountability with an emphasis on reconciling secret intelligence in a 


democratic society 
(5) Identify and analyze future threats and intelligence requirements  


 
 
 



mailto:teddy.reynolds@ucf.edu





 


 
Required Texts and Materials 


William J. Lederer & Eugene Burdick, The Ugly American, WM Norton & Co., 1954. 
 
Mark M. Lowenthal. Intelligence: From Secrets to Policy. Fourth Edition, CQ Press, 2009.   
(Paperback) 
 
Jeffrey T Richelson, The US Intelligence Community, Westview Press, 2012. (Paperback) 
 
Moore, David T.  Critical Thinking and Intelligence Analysis.  Cambridge University Press.  
Available online at:  
http://www.au.af.mil/au/awc/awcgate/dia/ndic_moore_crit_analysis_hires.pdf 


  
 
Supplementary (Optional) Texts and Materials: Additional online readings will be provided during 


the term to support discussion. 
 


 Basis for Final Grade 


Assessment 
Percent of Final 


Grade 
Weekly assignment 20% 
Midterm 25% 
Group Presentation 15% 
Group Paper 15% 
Final Exam 25% 
 100% 
  
 
The weekly assignments will be the submission of a short review (1/2-1 page) of the readings for the 
week.  This assignment shall be submitted in class on Thursday.  NO late papers will be accepted.     
 
The group project topic will be approved by the instructor and will culminate in a 15 minute 
presentation and a group paper.  The rubric for this project will be provided under separate cover. 
 
Midterm and final exams will be essay exams.   
 
  


Grading Scale 
(%) 
90-100  A 
87 - 89  B+ 
80 - 86  B 
77 - 79  C+ 
70 - 76  C 
67 - 69  D+ 
60 - 66  D 
0 - 59  F 







 


 
Grade Dissemination 
Graded tests and materials in this course will be returned individually only by request. You can access 
your scores at any time using "myUCF Grades" in the portal. Please note that scores returned mid-
semester are unofficial grades. If you need help accessing myUCF Grades, see the online tutorial: 
https://myucfgrades.ucf.edu/help/. 
 


 
Late Work Policy:  
There are no make-ups for any graded assessments. Papers/exams turned in late will be assessed a 
penalty: a full letter grade per day late.  Writing assignments will not be accepted if overdue by more 
than four days. 


 
 


Grades of "Incomplete":  
The current university policy concerning incomplete grades will be followed in this course. Incomplete 
grades are given only in situations where unexpected emergencies prevent a student from completing the 
course and the remaining work can be completed the next semester. Your instructor is the final authority 
on whether you qualify for an incomplete. Incomplete work must be finished by the end of the 
subsequent semester or the “I” will automatically be recorded as an “F” on your transcript. 


 
Disability Access:  
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all persons 
with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students with disabilities 
who need accommodations in this course must contact the professor at the beginning of the semester to 
discuss needed accommodations. No accommodations will be provided until the student has met with 
the professor to request accommodations. Students who need accommodations must be registered with 
Student Disability Services, Student Resource Center Room 132, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD 
only phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting accommodations from the professor. 


 
Attendance Policy: Attendance is mandatory and unauthorized or unexcused absences will result in a 
reduction of the final grade. 
 
Professionalism Policy:  
Per university policy and classroom etiquette; mobile phones, iPods, etc. must be silenced during all 
classroom and lab lectures. Those not heeding this rule will be asked to leave the classroom/lab 
immediately so as to not disrupt the learning environment. Please arrive on time for all class meetings. 
Students who habitually disturb the class by talking, arriving late, etc., and have been warned will be 
removed from the class and may suffer a reduction in their final class grade.  


 
 
 
 
 
 
 



https://myucfgrades.ucf.edu/help/





 


Academic Conduct Policy:  
Academic dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated. If you are uncertain as to what constitutes 
academic dishonesty, please consult The Golden Rule, the University of Central Florida's Student 
Handbook (http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/) for further details.  As in all University courses, The 
Golden Rule Rules of Conduct will be applied.  Violations of these rules will result in a record of the 
infraction being placed in your file and receiving a zero on the work in question AT A MINIMUM.  At 
the instructor’s discretion, you may also receive a failing grade for the course.  Confirmation of such 
incidents can also result in expulsion from the University 


 
 


University Writing Center:  
The University Writing Center (UWC) is a free resource for UCF undergraduates and graduates. At the 
UWC, a trained writing consultant will work individually with you on anything you're writing (in or out 
of class), at any point in the writing process from brainstorming to editing. Appointments are 
recommended, but not required. For more information or to make an appointment, visit the UWC 
website at http://www.uwc.ucf.edu, stop by MOD 608, or call 407.823.2197. 


 
 


Schedule: 
Date Work to be completed prior to class Topics to be discussed 


Aug 20 First day: No homework due First Class: Overview of class 


objectives and the syllabus 


Aug 22 Lederer & Burdick, Chapters 1-9 Discuss reading 


Aug 27 Lederer & Burdick, Chapters 10-16 Discuss reading 


Aug 29 Lederer & Burdick, Finish book Discuss reading 


Sept 3 Lowenthal, Into + Chapters 1-3 What is Intelligence 


Sept 5 Richelson, Chapters 1 & 2 Intelligence and the NIO 


Sept 10 Lowenthal, Chapters 4 & 5 Types of Intel 


Sept 12 Richelson Chapters 3-5 Intel Organizations 


Sept 17 Richelson, Chapters 6-9 Continued… 


Sept 19 Richelson, Chapters 10-12 More intel types 


Sept 24 Moore, ALL Critical Thinking and Analysis 


Sept 26 Lowenthal, Chapter 6 The role of the Analyst 


Oct 1 Lowenthal, Chapters 9 & 10 Intel and Policy 


Oct 3 Richelson, Chapters 13 & 17 Intel and Policy 


Oct 8 Turn in take Home Midterm???  







 


Oct 10 Lowenthal, Chapter 14 Post 9-11 Changes 


Oct 15 Richelson, Chapters 18 & 19 Managing Intelligence 


Oct 17 Lowenthal, Chapters 7 & 8 Counter-terrorism and CA 


Oct 22 Richelson, Chapter 16 Covert Action 


Oct 24 Lowenthal, Chapters 11 & 12 Accountability and Challenges 


Oct 29 Richelson, Chapter 20 US Intel in 21st Century 


Oct 31 Group Presentations Group Presentations 


Nov 5 Group Presentations Group Presentations 


Nov 7 Group Presentations Group Presentations 


Nov 12 Group Presentations Group Presentations 


Nov 14 Group Presentations Group Presentations 


Nov 19 Group Presentations Group Presentations 


Nov 21 Group Presentations Group Presentations 


Nov 26 ALL Groups Papers Due Today Group Presentations and Papers 


Nov 28 NO CLASS HAPPY THANKSGIVING 


Dec 10 Final Exam  


 
 
* Note: The Schedule is subject to revision 





		Required Texts and Materials

		Supplementary (Optional) Texts and Materials: Additional online readings will be provided during the term to support discussion.

		Basis for Final Grade

		Grade Dissemination

		Schedule:






Syllabus 


Fall 2013 


Instructor Contact 


Instructor  
Dr. Houman A. Sadri 


Instructor’s Web site 


Office  
Howard Phillips Hall (Build. 14), Room 302 
Orlando Campus 
4000 Central Florida Blvd 
Orlando, Florida 32816-1356 


Office 
Hours 


T & Th: 12-1pm & 3-4pm, or by appointment 


Phone  (407) 823-6023 


E-mail  Via Course Mail 


Course Information 
Course Name  Middle East Politics 


Course ID & Sections CPO3403, Sections: ORV1 (Face-to-Face) & OV59 (on-line) 


Credit Hours  3 


Semester/Year  Fall, 2013 


Section 1:  
Section ORV1, Face-to-Face, Required Class Meetings (see schedule) 


Classroom 1 Building, Room 205 


Section 2:  
Section OV59, Online – No Class Meetings, BUT  


On-line students are required to watch the class lecture videos 


 







Course Description & Objectives 
This interdisciplinary course provides a foundation for understanding the complex socio-political, cultural, and economic 
structure of the Middle East, a vague term that includes the States of North Africa, the Persian Gulf, and the Eastern 
Mediterranean Sea (or Near East). This class covers the major approaches, concepts, and methods, which are the necessary 
tools for analyzing and comprehending the social structure, governmental institutions, in addition to the formal and 
informal policies of this vital geographic region.  


Another purpose of this course is to go beyond stereotypes, and to stimulate students' critical thinking by the analysis of 
events and issues from both comparative as well as cross-cultural perspectives. The next objective is to provide an accurate 
and unbiased recent picture of social, economic, legal, political, and security challenges of the Middle Eastern nations in 
the post-Cold War period. The Middle East is a significant region for the West, because it is the source of the three major 
monotheistic religions of the world, and many of its natural resources, particularly the fossil fuels, are vital for the survival 
of the West. In the post-September 11th, the West (especially the US) is amazed by the level of anti-Western and anti-
American sentiments in the region. Many ask: Why do they hate us? In response, some argue that we cannot do anything 
about the situation, while others suggest that the problem could have been avoided by a deeper and more comprehensive 
understanding of the Middle Eastern cultures, societies, and politics. Still others call for a revision of the failed Western 
policies in the last century in the region. These are some issues that we examine. 


Another purpose of this class is to stimulate critical analyses of events and issues in global affairs. It is not my place to train 
students to be conservative or liberal people, but I use our readings and my lectures to stimulate your minds. However, I 
have no political agenda, especially since I am an independent, who does not even belong to any real political party. More 
importantly, this course will also assist students to improve their written and oral communication skills, to gain an ability to 
translate knowledge from one context to another, and to apply theory to practice. Gaining this knowledge is important not 
only for students, but also for government and business employees and those who realize that we live in an increasingly 
global village. 


Format 
Our V-Course has two sections: a Face-to-Face and a Web (on-line) section. In the face-to-face section, students are 
required to attend our live weekly class sessions (on Tuesdays & Thursdays). In the Web section, there is no required in-
class attendance, but students should still think of our Web session like a Tuesday/Thursday class, whose recorded 
sessions MUST be watched. Moreover, students should make sure that they are signed up for the right course session. In 
the past, a few Web students had unknowingly signed up for the face-to-face format, and assumed that they were in the 
Web section or thought that they do not need to attend. So they had no attendance record, and end up failing this class. It is 
the responsibility of the students themselves to make sure that they are in the right section. All our class sessions are 
recorded and available to both face-to-face and web students. After each class, the recorded session becomes available in an 
on-line digital format on the course website as soon as the UCF Instructional Resources Office staff complete their task.  


For all students, every week, we start a new Reading Module (or lesson plan) on Tuesdays and we have assignments due on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays. Our three Exam Modules also start on Tuesdays: their Review Sessions are on Tuesday in-class 
and the Exams themselves are always on Thursday on-line. The three Exam Modules are modules numbers 4 (First 
Midterm Exam), 8 (Second Midterm Exam), and 12 (Final Exam). For on-line students, the class is videotaped that is 
available on-line.  







I prepared powerpoint lectures to make sense of a great deal of readings that students must complete in our text and 
website articles. Moreover, we heavily rely on our diverse readings (which provide us with a variety of views) and use 
them as additional lecture materials. In this course, we cover 12 Modules or lessons (consist of 9 Reading Modules and 3 
Exam Modules). Each Reading Module covers at least one chapter of James Bill’s text, and a few articles from our class 
website (linked into each Module). 


Each Reading Module is divided into seven parts:  


1. Reading Modules begin with required readings that must be completed before Tuesday class without 
exceptions. 


2. Students are required to discuss the content of readings in our on-line required Weekly Reading 
Discussion (due every Tuesday by 9am), which involves every student replying directly to instructor’s 
text-centered analytical questions by using the Reply Button inside Instructor’s Posting.  This means that 
students MUST read ALL materials before the discussions begin; and they MUST refer to ALL weekly 
readings in their posting. Your arguments in the Reading Postings must be well-documented (in text) by using 
the author and the page numbers of ALL weekly readings. Please remember that the UCF WebCourses 
System does not automatically accept any late posting. Moreover, I do not accept any gradable assignment 
or exam by e-mail or Course Mail.  


3. Students are also required to participate in the class discussion in the on-line required Weekly Current 
Events Discussion (which is also due every Tuesday by 9am) by replying to instructor’s analytical current 
events question (related to weekly topics) for class discussion. To answer the question, students must conduct 
an Internet Search of Reliable sources (not Wikipedia, or website of an unknown person); and they MUST 
well-document their argument with their own Internet Sources. Again, remember that the UCF WebCourses 
System does not automatically accept any late posting. Moreover, I do not accept any gradable assignment 
or exam by e-mail or Course Mail. 


4. Students should first read the Chapter Outlines, Summaries, and Key Concepts in each module to better 
understand the detailed text readings and before on-line discussions begin, and coming to class. More 
importantly, the instructor uses an interactive teaching style (known as the Socratic Method), which means he 
constantly asks questions about the reading materials from students during his lectures. Those who cannot 
answer his questions will automatically lose one point directly from their final Participation Score (as a 
disengaged student) for every question that he asks. 


5. Moreover, there is an Optional Question Forum for those students who may have additional questions 
about the reading materials or current events. Our goal is to answer all questions and clarify any vague points 
in the readings. This way, we can make sure that the materials are clear for all students, so this Forum should 
help students with their preparation for the quizzes and tests. Thus, we use the Question Forum for the 
question/answer period by students, for students, and via students themselves. Serving as a monitor, the 
instructor interjects in the Question Forum only when the students’ answers to the questions are not correct (or 
complete) or he may play the role of the devil’s advocate for providing students with different perspectives.  


6. For reading modules, the next step is a quiz that covers all reading materials of that particular module. 
There are 9 reading modules, and thus 9 quizzes. You are required to take at least 5 of these 9 quizzes. 







However, I suggest that students take all 9 quizzes, so I can drop their lowest 4 quizzes scores. I add up their 
top 5 quizzes for their final total quiz score.  


7. The final step in any module is the Weekly Optional Survey, which is available if you click on the Quiz 
Button, then scroll down to Survey Section. These surveys are setup to be anonymous to provide privacy to 
students who are too shy to ask a direct question from the instructor (via Course Mail) or have a criticism of 
the course or the instructor during a particular module. These Surveys include two parts: the first covers the 
material highlights, but you may just say OK here, and move to the more important second part, where you 
place your question or criticism. Since the surveys are anonymous, students should feel free to express 
themselves, ask any questions, and make constructive criticism of the lectures, readings, and/or format. As the 
instructor will not know the identity of the students in survey, then he answers their question/criticism in the 
Question Forum. If you have no question or criticism, you are NOT required to use these Surveys. Of course, 
you are also welcome to provide any positive input, if you like any aspect of the class to help us maintain the 
more effective and useful parts of this course. Your input is certainly appreciated, even though you remain 
anonymous. 


As necessary, we may utilize audiovisual resources to further our understanding of the materials, if the WebCourses 
technology allows us. All students MUST fully participate in the required course discussions and the question/answer 
forums. Our course materials (except for our required texts) are available on-line. 


Teaching Philosophy 
Education is a tool for improving the quality of life.  Education is not an end in itself but a process.  My teaching 
philosophy is to encourage critical thinking, innovative problem-solving, practical application of theory, and tolerance of 
diverse ideas and cultures from an international perspective.  To achieve these goals, I employ an interactive teaching style, 
which empowers students by encouraging them to contribute to the ongoing discussion of both familiar and unfamiliar 
topics and materials. My teaching goals are both to share my academic knowledge and experience with my students and to 
inspire and help them to become life-long learners. 


General Policies 
Based on the UCF’s rules and standards, the instructor will pursue the following general policies: 


1. The instructor reserves all rights to modify the content of syllabus, class schedule, and/or the course. 


2. Students with extended absences either fail our course, or their Final Grades are significantly decreased. 


3. With no exception, students MUST only use Course Mail, to contact the instructor. 


4. If you receive no reply from the instructor within 48-hours (during regular business days) when he is not out-of-
town, it means that he did not receive the message. Please re-send your message. 


5. Respecting students’ privacy, the instructor provides student’s record only to the student himself/herself on a one-
to-one basis on-line, on phone, or face-to-face. He will not discuss one student’s case in a public forum. 
Students must directly contact the instructor, if they have questions about their record. 







6. The instructor encourages and welcomes questions and comments from all students, but he will not allow any 
particular student to dominate the class discussion or intimidate other students. 


7. Your Participation Score is automatically penalized a point for any question whose answer is already in the 
syllabus, class schedule, or course forums.  


8. The instructor respects religious holidays & may modify a deadline. With our drop policy, there is usually no need 
for any change. Inform the instructor, if your religious holiday is not listed at UCF. 


9. Since our course materials are on-line, all students MUST check Course Mail, class Web Forums, and their e-
mails at least once a day for new class announcements, news, and/or updates. 


10. ALL written (gradable) assignments (quizzes and exams) MUST be submitted to our Website. The format 
requirement is single-spaced format, black color font, New Times Roman font, and 10-point font size. You are 
responsible for grammar and spell checking your work. 


11. The Instructor uses students’ e-mail addresses from the UCF e-Community. Update your e-mail address at the 
Polaris (UCF Registration) system otherwise you do not receive his regular messages.  


12. If you have a name change during the term, you must inform the instructor immediately, since UCF does not do 
that. 


13. Students should regularly check our Website Assignments Deadline page and avoid submitting assignments to 
Website at the last minute. The Website clock may be different from your own time, and that may lead students 
to miss a deadline. Late assignments are considered missed. No gradable assignment, quiz, or exam is 
accepted by e-mail or Course Mail. It is your responsibility to submit assignments before the Website 
deadlines, Eastern Standard Time (EST). 


14. Any grade (or score) dispute or participation discrepancy must be resolved within a week from the day when 
scores are posted or the discrepancy occurred. No late (or last minute) appeals are considered. 


Make-Up Policy 
Theoretically, there are no make-ups for our quizzes, exams, or Weekly Required Discussion Postings. However, I 
drop 4 (out of 9) required quizzes, one (out of 2) required midterm exams, one Weekly Required Reading Discussion 
Posting, and one Weekly Required Current Events Discussion Posting for each student throughout the term. Thus, many 
students consider my “drop system” as a very generous make-up policy. Remember that the First and Second Midterm 
Exams can be a replacement for each other only. However, the First and/or the Second Midterm Exams are NOT a 
replacement for the Final Exam. Also, there is no make-up for the Final Exam or the optional Extra Credit Quiz. 


Text 
The following books and materials are required for our class: 


Bill, James A. & Robert Springborg. Politics in the Middle East. 5th ed., New York: Addison Wesley Longman, 2000. 
(ISBN: 0-321-00537-6) 







Esposito, John L. Unholy War: Terror in the Name of Islam, New York: Oxford University Press, 2002 (ISBN: 0-19-
516886-0). 


Additional reading materials will be available at our Website. You may access them via our Class Website inside each 
Module. 


Rules of Conduct 
One of the University of Central Florida's most enduring academic traditions is its Rules of Conduct code. The instructor 
will carefully follow the code and expects all students to do the same. As The Golden Rule handbook clearly states, failure 
to comply with university rules may subject violator(s) to appropriate action by university authorities and/or appropriate 
civil authorities.  Serious violations of university rules will be recorded in the record of the student(s). 


UCF Disability Statement 
The university if Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all persons with disabilities. 
This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students with disabilities who need accommodations in this 
course must contact the professor at the beginning of the semester to discuss needed accommodations. No accommodations 
will be provided until the student has met with the professor to request accommodations. Students who need 
accommodations must be registered with Student Disability Services, Student Resource Center, Room 132, phone (407) 
823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting accommodations from the professor. 



http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/





Course Requirements & Grading System 
 


Your final grade is on a Point System. On purpose, I do not put letter grades on your assignments, 
quizzes, or tests to avoid misleading interpretations of your final grade. I also encourage students 
to avoid letter grade interpretation of their scores for each assignment or test. 


Our course is organized to create equal opportunity for students with different learning skills, so 
if students are not doing well with a particular course requirement, they can still earn enough 
points to get a desirable final grade. Moreover, there is an opportunity to earn up to 5 optional 
Extra Credit Points for the final grade. 


 


Criteria 
 


Points 


 


 
5 (out of 9) Required Quizzes (on-line), 10 points each 


 


 
50 points 


 


 
Participation in Required Weekly On-Line Discussions twice a week  
(minus Penalty Points) 


 


 
10 points 


 


 
First or Second Midterm Exam (on-line) 


 


 
20 points 


 


 
Final Exam (on-line) 


 


 
20 points 


 


TOTAL 


 


 
100 points 


 


 
Extra Credit (on-line) 


 


 
5 points 


 


Note:  Students are expected to participate in our required on-line discussion forums. In fact, 
students who miss more than one week required discussion should expect to lose one point 
directly from their total participation score for each discussion that they missed. This rule applies 
to both excused and unexcused absences from our required forums. 







Individuals who are active by their early postings, extensive contribution to required Discussion 
Forums, participating in Optional Forums, and helping other students in our Optional (Question 
and Technical) Forums are eligible for a higher participation score. In addition, if their final 
grade is on the borderline between two grades (e.g., A- & B+), their participation record is the 
key factor in my decision for a higher grade. 


Letter Grade Points 


A 93 – 100 points 


A- 90 – 92 points 


B+ 87 – 89 points 


B 83 – 86 points 


B- 80 – 82 points 


C+ 77 – 79 points 


C 73 – 76 points 


C- 70 – 72 points 


D+ 67 – 69 points 


D 63 – 66 points 


D- 60 – 62 points 


F 59 and below 


 


Since the grading is based on a simple point system, at any time during the term you should be 
able to add your earned points together to recognize your projected grade. Please feel free to 
contact the instructor directly, if you have any questions about your grade. 


The instructor will use the plus and minus grading system which allows for a more accurate and 
fair evaluation of student performance. The range for each grade is indicated in the table. 


Quizzes 
To learn about our course topic, one must understand diverse political issues at national, regional, 
& international levels. Based on schedule, students are required to read (free of any cost) articles 
linked inside each Module of our Webcourses@UCF online course in association with each text 
chapter. To confirm that module readings are understood, there are NINE CLOSED-BOOK 
multiple choice on-line quizzes--each related to one reading module. Closed-Book means that 
you are not supposed to use the reading materials while you take the quiz. 







Each quiz is worth 10 points (with 10 questions), and it covers all readings in one module. You 
have up to 10-minutes for each quiz. Depending on your Internet Connection to UCF, some 
students will get cut off at the 10-minute time limit, while others will be in time violation. I 
strongly suggest that you save and submit your answers before the 10th minute starts. Time 
violations are penalized by 1 point for each extra minute. 


Since UCF servers some nights go on backup (sometimes between 12 midnight to 6am) and 
some students were cut off in the past, our quizzes cannot be open for more than a day. Each 
required quiz is only open for one Thursday from 6:00am to 11:55pm, see the Assessment 
Schedule Page. Quizzes are designed for 5 minutes, but you have ONLY up to 10-minutes to 
complete each. The exceptions to this rule are the students registered with the UCF Student 
Disability Services. These students have double time for each quiz, based on UCF rules. 
However, the Disability Students MUST ask the UCF Disability Services to provide the 
instructor with documentations of their status in the VERY first week of the term. These 
students cannot use the extra time until the instructor receives the formal notification from UCF 
Disability Services. 


The quiz questions are multiple-choice and/or true-false in nature. Since there is no make-up for 
the quizzes, it is strongly recommended that students take all 9 quizzes and maximize their 
chance of higher total quiz score and avoid possible computer and network technical problems, 
which may lead to losing the opportunity to submit their quiz. To calculate students’ total quiz 
scores, however, the instructor will automatically drop their 4 lowest quiz scores and use only 
the top 5 out of their 9 quiz scores for each student. Students may earn up to a total of 50 points 
for their total quiz score. 


Note: For some students, quizzes seem more challenging than other assignments. The key issue 
for success on the quizzes is to master the readings. This means that you must fully repeat the 
readings at least 3 times, which is what I do while preparing for lectures. There is no shame in 
reading the materials 3 times. For those students, who do not master the readings, the 10-minute 
time limit will seem short. For those who do not master the readings, it is impossible to cheat on 
the quizzes, because WebCourses choose 10 random questions (from a large question pool) for 
each student. No two quizzes are the same, because the question pool is very large with at least a 
couple of hundred questions. Thus, even if a few students take the same quiz together, they will 
have different sets of quiz questions within their own 10-minute. Moreover, the quizzes may 
seem to get harder, as the term moves on, so there is no choice, but to master (or comprehend, 
not memorize) the assigned readings.  


Exams 
There are 3 exams (First and Second Midterm Exams as well as Final Exam) throughout this 
term. These are all CLOSED-BOOK on-line exams. In a Closed-Book test, you may mention 
our text or lecture materials (only from your memory), but you do NOT directly “quote” text or 
lectures (with page numbers of the readings). You also do NOT document your writing. 
Documenting is citing the authors along with page numbers. In a closed-book test, quoting and 
documenting is considered plagiarism, which is a punishable act based on UCF rules. 







Each exam covers about one-third of the course materials. All students are required to take 
the First Midterm Exam. Those who do not do well on the First test (or Exam 1) are then 
required to take the Second Midterm Exam (or Exam 2). For these two midterm exams, the 
instructor drops the lowest score for each student, but he firmly suggests that students take both 
midterm exams to maximize their Midterm score. If you miss the First or Second Midterm Exam, 
it will automatically drop as your lowest score. However, the First or Second Midterm Exam is 
NOT a replacement for the Final Exam. The Final Exam is REQUIRED for all students without 
an exception. The Final Exam covers the last third of the term. There is NO make-up for the 
Final Exam, so students must take it as scheduled, on the Assessment Schedule page. 


Regarding format, each exam will provide equal opportunity to students with different learning 
abilities. In this regard, each exam has 3 parts: Objective Questions, Short-Answers, and 
Essay Questions. In the First Part of the exam, there will be 7 objective questions (consist of 
multiple and/or true-false questions), each worth 1 point. There are no choices in this part and all 
questions must be answered. The Second Part of the exam consists of short-answer questions, 
each of which can be answered briefly in one sentence. In this part, students have options, and are 
required to answer only 2 questions, not more and not less. There will be a penalty for answering 
more or less than 2 questions in this part. Each short-answer question is worth 3 points for a total 
of 6 points. The Third Part of the exam is made of essay questions. Students have options and 
are required to answer only one essay question, which is worth 7 points, including 2 points for 
the essay outline. Organize your thoughts and write down an outline (similar to my lecture 
outlines) with at least 5 Roman Numerals (subdivided into at least a couple of points) before 
starting the essay. For this outline, the First and Last Roman Numerals refer to the Introduction 
and Conclusion sections. The other three Roman Numerals must relate to the other three mini 
questions inside your essay question. The outline is worth only 2 points, so take it seriously. 


The essay must be an extensive answer (at least 500 words in length), which will be evaluated 
based on following criteria: clarity, content, organization, comprehensiveness, argument 
quality, and supporting evidence (facts and examples). Before submitting exam, essay answer 
must be single-spaced format, New Times Roman font, black color font, and 10-point font size. 
You are responsible for grammar and spell checking your work. There is penalty for violation 
of these rules. Hint: Use at least a separate paragraph for each of your Roman Numerals. 


Since UCF servers some nights go on backup (sometimes between 12 midnight to 6am) and 
some students were cut off in the past, our exams cannot be open for more than a day. Each 
required exam is only open for one Thursday from 6:00am to 11:55pm, see the Assessment 
Schedule Page. Exams are designed for 45 minutes, but you have ONLY up to 60-minutes to 
complete each. The exceptions to this rule are the students registered with the UCF Student 
Disability Services. These students have double time for each exam, based on UCF rules. 
However, the Disability Students MUST ask the UCF Disability Services to provide the 
instructor with documentations of their status in the VERY first week of the term. These 
students cannot use the extra time until the instructor receives the formal notification from UCF 
Disability Services. 







WebCourses System does not save your answers, if you violate the time even by a micro 
second. Depending on your Internet Connection to UCF, some students will get cut off at the 60-
minute time limit, while others will be in time violation. I strongly suggest that you save and 
submit your answers before the 60th minute starts. Time violations are penalized by 1 point for 
each extra minute. 


 


Extra Credit 
There is one Optional Extra Credit opportunity worth 5 points throughout the term. This Extra 
Credit is a Quiz that covers a number of Optional Reading Assignments in Module 12 at the end 
of the term. This quiz has the same format and requirements as a regular quiz, so read the Quiz 
section. The Extra Credit Quiz is listed on the Assessment Page of our website in addition to our 
Class Schedule. The difference between the Extra Credit Quiz and other quizzes is that you have 
only 5 questions and have only 5 minutes for Extra Credit Quiz.  


Since UCF servers some nights go on backup (sometimes between 12 midnight to 6am) and 
some students were cut off in the past, this extra credit quiz cannot be open for more than a 
day. It is only open for one day from 6:00am to 11:55pm, see the Assessment Schedule Page. 
Extra Credit Quiz is designed for 2.5 minutes, but you have ONLY up to 5-minutes to complete 
it. The exceptions to this rule are the students registered with the UCF Student Disability 
Services. These students have double time for the Extra Credit Quiz, based on UCF rules. 
However, the Disability Students MUST ask the UCF Disability Services to provide the 
instructor with documentations of their status in the VERY first week of the term. These 
students cannot use the extra time until the instructor receives the formal notification from UCF 
Disability Services. 


Again, the Webcourses System may either cut you off or keep you in time violation (depending 
on your Internet Connection to UCF). I suggest that you save and submit this quiz before the 5th 
minute. There is penalty point for time violations. One point is subtracted for each extra minute 
beyond 5 minutes. Disability Students have double time for Extra Credit Quiz, based on UCF 
rules. 


Attendance & Participation 
For the face-to-face students (in E, M, or V courses), attendance is expected and is not a 
substitute for participation, which is required by the syllabus for ALL students without an 
exception. For the face-to-face students, I check their attendance record to see if they qualify for 
a higher final grade. I treat each student on a case-by-case basis. Those with no (or 2 absences) 
get more help from me. By the way, late arrivals (even by a couple of minutes) are considered 
rude and unprofessional. Two late arrivals are equal to one absence. If you have excessive 
absences, you are strongly encouraged to complete the Extra Credit assignment (worth 5 points). 


For the on-line students (in W or V courses), I look at their on-line participation record in 
our Required Discussions, and our Optional Forums. I also see how often they help their peers or 
share useful information with our class. Those who have a strong record will get my help for a 







higher final grade in our class. If you have missed many required postings, you are strongly 
encouraged to complete the Extra Credit assignment (worth 5 points). 


What do I mean by participation? Participation means students actively contributing to 
required weekly course discussions, following my instructions, and helping their peers. 
Students may present explanation, opinion, or relevant comments about an issue, based on my 
instructions in each Web Discussion Forum. However, simply asking questions or bombarding 
the instructor with emails (whose answers are already in the syllabus) is not participation. 


In fact, student who ask questions whose answers are already in the syllabus will be considered 
disengaged (in the class), and their participation score will be penalized significantly. Students, 
who want participation score, should gain recognition from the instructor by actively contributing 
to the required discussions (on time and before the weekly deadlines). In this course, we have 
two REQUIRED discussion forums: Reading Discussion and Current Events Discussion. 
There are also 3 Optional forums: Questions, Tech Help, and “From the Grape Wine.” Students 
who want recognition for their activities should help their peers in these Optional Forums. 


I expect ALL my students (without an exception) to participate on time in our two Required 
Weekly Discussion Forums each week: Reading Discussion & Current Events Discussion. In 
fact, students who miss more than one week required discussion should expect to lose one point 
directly from their total Participation Score for each weekly discussion that they missed. This 
rule applies to both excused and unexcused absences from our forums. By the way, I do not 
accept late postings by e-mails to me. 


Are there any weekly participation grades? You will not receive weekly scores or grades for 
your required weekly Reading and Current Events postings. Your weekly posting are evaluated 
on pass/fail basis. If you are not sure about the acceptability of your work, then please make your 
postings by Sunday night. On Monday mornings, the instructor will send messages to students 
whose works are unacceptable (failed). Such students will have time before Tuesday deadlines to 
revise their postings and make them acceptable. If you make your posting after Sunday night, 
there is no time for instructor’s comments, so you take a chance. Thus, you may not earn 
participation points. If you post by Sunday and receive no comments, it means your work is 
acceptable. 


How do you calculate your participation score? It is easy to calculate your participation score. 
For each Required Weekly Discussion (both Reading and Events), give yourself “0.5” (half) 
point, if you made an On-Time Posting that followed ALL instructions (see the Discussion 
Posting Guidelines section). You may earn up to 10 points for your Discussion Postings: 5 
points for Weekly Reading & another 5 points for Events Discussion postings. We have 11 
required weekly Discussions (for both Required Reading and Events Discussion postings). I drop 
the lowest Required Posting for each student, and add the total. This means 5 points for each 
Discussion Forum. From the Total Participation Score earned by the Required Postings, I 
subtract Penalty Points for: (1) Missing Postings; (2) failures to follow class rules (listed in our 
Website and my e-mails); and (3) disengagement in our course (failures to answer my questions 
during class discussions). 







There is also an Optional Posting based on the Extra Credit Readings in Module 12 at the end of 
the term. Those who miss more than 1 week of Required Discussion Posting are strongly 
encouraged to use this opportunity to neutralize 1 missed weekly posting.  


To encourage good academic behavior, individuals who are active by their early postings, 
extensive contributions to required Discussion Forums, helping other students in our Question 
& Technical Help Forums, and participating in Optional Forums are eligible for my assistance 
to their final grade, when their total scores fall on the borderline between two grades (such as A- 
& B+). Their active participation record will be the key factor influencing my decision for a 
higher grade. 


PLEASE Note: The instructor may subtract points from the final participation score of those 
students who repeatedly violate syllabus rules throughout the term. Such violations include: 
not using Course Mail, asking questions whose answers are already in the syllabus, and repeating 
errors for which they had received my comments. 


Other Assignments 
If the students take a laid back attitude towards the readings or the class discussion, the instructor 
may assign additional oral and/or written assignments in form of reports or research projects to 
stimulate participation.   


Make-Up Policy 
Theoretically, there are no make-ups for our quizzes, exams, or Weekly Required Discussion 
Postings. However, I drop 4 (out of 9) required quizzes, one (out of 2) required midterm exams, 
one Weekly Required Reading Discussion Posting, and one Weekly Required Current Events 
Discussion Posting for each student throughout the term. Thus, many students consider my “drop 
system” as a very generous make-up policy. Remember that the First and Second Midterm Exams 
can be a replacement for each other only. However, the First and/or the Second Midterm Exams 
are NOT a replacement for the Final Exam. Also, there is no make-up for the Final Exam or the 
optional Extra Credit Quiz. 


Technical Challenges 
Unless there is a well-documented UCF computer, server, or network crash at one of the 
UCF locations, the responsibility of the technical problem is fully with the students. 


It is partially due to Tech Problems that we have such a generous drop policy in our course to 
minimize the impact Tech Problems. To avoid Tech Problems, I encourage the students to use 
UCF computers and Internet Network located at any of 10 different area campuses located in 
Central Florida region, if they can. This is especially important for Exams and Quizzes, which 
are open only for one day (Thursday 6:00am till 11:55pm). You have a full week for each set of 
weekly required postings, so if you cannot connect to our Website one day, you can try it later. 


In fact, one reason that our quizzes and exam are available only from 6am till 11:55pm is that 
many of the UCF computers, servers, and network go to a backup (or repair) process between 12 
(midnight) and 6am. Thus, I decreased the chance of my students being cut off from the UCF 







during an exam or a quiz. Moreover, there is statistically less chance of computer crashes on 
Thursdays, so all our Exam and Quizzes are available ONLY on Thursdays. 


Since different students use different equipment, software, and networks, it is the students’ 
responsibility to make sure that their system is compatible with UCF and Webcourses server to 
avoid Technical Problems. For this information, please check the Technical Support button on 
the first menu of our Course Website, especially please do the “Browser Check.” 


Based on our recent experience, here are some useful suggestions: 


1. If you can, use UCF computers and network, instead of less secure home (or office) service. 
2. If you have the option, use wired instead of wireless services that tend to cut off occasionally. 
3. Use reliable Internet Browsers that have no problems with UCF network. 
4. Avoid internet pick time to take your quizzes and exams. 
5. Temporarily, suspend your computer Fire Walls, when you connect with UCF to take a test. 
6. Do NOT give to other students your PID & NID numbers or username & passwords. 
7. If you can, use UCF labs, to have an authorized witness, if a local crash occurs. 
8. If you use your peer’s computer to take our quizzes (or exams), then you must login to 
MyUCF or WebCourses, after your peer computer has been off (for at least 3 minutes). 
Violators may experience Tech Problem, and their scores automatically go to ZERO.  
9. If you have any Technical Problem, please contact UCF Online Support about 
Webcourses@UCF tech issues at: http://learn.ucf.edu/support/  







 


 


Class Schedule & Assignments 


Fall 2013 
 


Date Topic Reading & Assignments 


 
Mon 8/19/12 


 
UCF Semester Begins 


 
UCF Fall Term officially begins 


 
Tues 8/20 


 
Module 0: 
Course Orientation 


 
Read:   
• Instructor’s Welcome & Orientation Postings 
• Syllabus, Class Schedule, & All Instructor’s 


Postings on All Forums in Discussion Section 
• NOTE: Reading class rules is important, since 


all quizzes cover them. Your violation of class 
rules leads to participation penalty points for 
the lack of FULL engagement in our class. 


• Module 0 assignments are due today by 23:55. 
Assignments: 
• In-Class Course Instructions. 
• Background Lecture on the Middle East. 
• Confirm your access to course by replying to 


instructor’s “I am” Message in the Last 
Forum under Discussion Button 


• Complete the Student Background Survey. 
• NOTE: You must always use our Course Mail 


for e-mailing Dr. Sadri. 
 


 


Thurs 8/22 


 
Module 0: 
Course Orientation 


 
Assignments: 
• In-Class Lecture on the Middle East. 


New Students’ Assignments: 
• Confirm your access to course by replying to 


instructor’s “I am” Message in the Last 
Forum under Discussion Button 


• Complete the Student Background Survey. 
• NOTE: You must always use our Course Mail 


for e-mailing Dr. Sadri. 
 


Thurs 8/22  • UCF Late Registration: Last Day to Drop 


Friday 8/23  • UCF Late Registration: Last Day to Add 







 


 


Tues 8/27 
 


Module 1:  
Introduction  


Read:   
• Bill & Springborg (Bill hereafter), Chap1. 
• Esposito, Chapters 1-4 (the entire book) 
• Website Articles:  


1. Fromkin, How the Modern Middle East 
Map Came to be Drawn? 


2. Hoffmann, “Why don’t they like us?” 
3. Kandell, “Iraq’s Unruly Century” 
4. Lewis, “Freedom & Justice in Modern the 


Middle East” 
5. Sadri, “Non-Alignment as a Foreign 


Policy” 
6. Munson, “Lifting the Veil”  


Assignments:   
• In-Class Lecture & Discussion 
• Finish ALL readings before your postings  
• Your Reading Discussion Posting is due by 


9:00am Tuesday morning. 
• Your Current Events Discussion Posting is 


due by 9:00am Tuesday morning. 
 


Thurs 8/29 Module 1:  
Introduction  


Assignments:   
• In-Class Lecture & Discussion 
• Quiz 1: available only today 6:00am-11:55pm 


(covering All Module 1 Readings & Syllabus) 
• Weekly Optional Survey Opens today 


Tues 9/3 Module 2:  
States, Beliefs, & 
Ideologies 
 


Read:   
• Bill, Chapter 2. 
• Website Articles: 


1. David, “In the Name of Islam,” 
2. Hanif, “Islam: Sunnis& Shiites” 
3. Mazrui, “Islamic & Western Values” 
4. Sachedina, “”What is Islam?” 
5. Sardar, “My Fatwa on the Fanatics.” 
6. The Economist, “Guns & Votes” 


Assignments:   
• In-Class Lecture & Discussion 
• Finish ALL readings before your postings  
• Your Reading Discussion Posting is due by 


9:00am Tuesday morning. 
• Your Current Events Discussion Posting is 


due by 9:00am Tuesday morning. 
 


Thurs 9/5 Module 2:  
States, Beliefs, & 
Ideologies 
 


Assignments:   
• In-Class Lecture & Discussion 
• Quiz 2: available only today 6:00am-11:55pm 


(covering All Module 2 Readings & Syllabus) 
• Weekly Optional Survey Opens today 
 







 


 


Tues 9/10 
 


Module 3:  
Groups, Classes, & 
Families 
 
 
 


Read:   
• Bill, Chapter 3. 
• Website Articles: 


1. Bayat, “Cairo’s Poor” 
2. Beinin, “Working Class & Peasantry” 
3. Cockburn, “Iraq’s Resilient Minority” 
4. Khazen, “Political Parties in Postwar 


Lebanon” 
5. Mustikhan, “Different Faces of Islamic 


Fundamentalism” 
6. The Economist, “The Bloody Stalemate 


Persists” 
7. The Economist, “From Crisis to Crisis” 


Assignments:   
• In-Class Lecture & Discussion 
• Finish ALL readings before your postings  
• Your Reading Discussion Posting is due by 


9:00am Tuesday morning. 
• Your Current Events Discussion Posting is 


due by 9:00am Tuesday morning. 
 


Thurs 9/12 Module 3:  
Groups, Classes, & 
Families 
 


Assignments:   
• In-Class Lecture & Discussion 
• Quiz 3: available only today 6:00am-11:55pm 


(covering All Module 3 Readings & Syllabus) 
• Weekly Optional Survey Opens today  
 


Tues 9/17 
 


Module 4:  
First Midterm Exam 
 
 


Review Assignment: 
• Review all your required readings & notes 
• Post any questions you may have about our 


readings and exam on Question Forum 
• In-Class Review Session 
• Instructor available during extended Office 


Hours in (Orlando Campus) Phillips Hall, 
Room 302 for assistance 


 
Thurs 9/19 Module 4:  


First Midterm Day 
 


Assignment: 
• First Midterm Exam Day.  
• No Class Today: Our Exam is available on-


line ONLY today from 6:00am to 11:55pm at 
our website (covering Modules 1-3). 


 
Tues 9/24 
 
 


Module 5:   
Patrimonial Leadership  
 


Read:   
• Bill, Chapter 4. 
• Website Articles: 


1. Asquith, “Turning Page on Iraq’s History.” 
2. Hirst: “The Syrian Dilemma.” 
3. Klieman, Shifting Power in Mid East 
4. Stone, “Doctor, Philosopher, Renaissance 







 


 


Man” 
5. The Economist, “Deadlock in the Desert” 


Assignments:   
• In-Class Lecture & Discussion: Guest Speaker 
• Finish ALL readings before your postings  
• Your Reading Discussion Posting is due by 


9:00am Tuesday morning. 
• Your Current Events Discussion Posting is 


due by 9:00am Tuesday morning. 
 


Thurs 9/26 
 


Module 5:   
Patrimonial Leadership 


Assignments:   
• In-Class Lecture & Discussion 
• Quiz 4: available only today 6:00am-11:55pm 


(covering All Module 5 Readings & Syllabus) 
• Weekly Optional Survey Opens today 
 


Tues 10/1 
 
 


Module 6:  
Leaders & Change 
 
 


Read:   
• Bill, Chapter 5. 
• Website Articles:  


1. Alterman, “Mid East’s Info Revolution 
2. David, “In the Name of Islam”  
3. Maynes, Mid East in the 21st Century 
4. Sardar, “My Fatwa on the Fanatics” 
5. Sontag, “The Erdogan Experiment” 
6. Wester, “Preemption and Just War” 
7. Murphy, “Egypt Vote Shows” 
8. Markoff, U.S. Group Reaches 


Assignments:  
• In-Class Lecture & Discussion 
• Finish ALL readings before your postings  
• Your Reading Discussion Posting is due by 


9:00am Tuesday morning. 
• Your Current Events Discussion Posting is 


due by 9:00am Tuesday morning. 
 


Thurs 10/3 Module 6:  
Leaders & Change 
 
 


Assignments:   
• In-Class Lecture & Discussion 
• Quiz 5: available only today 6:00am-11:55pm 


(covering All Module 6 Readings & Syllabus) 
• Weekly Optional Survey Opens today 
 


Tues 10/8 
 


Module 7:  
Political Institutions 
 
 


Read:   
• Bill, Chapter 6. 
• Website Articles: 


1. Khazen, “Political Parties in Postwar 
Lebanon” 
2. Molavi, “Letter From Iran” 
3. Sontag, “The Erdogan Experiment” 
4. The Economist, “From Crisis to Crisis” 







 


 


5. Alvi, “Human Rights of Women” 
 
Assignments:   
• In-Class Lecture & Discussion 
• Finish ALL readings before your postings  
• Your Reading Discussion Posting is due by 


9:00am Tuesday morning. 
• Your Current Events Discussion Posting is 


due by 9:00am Tuesday morning. 
 


Thurs 10/10 
 
 


Module 7:  
Political Institutions 
 


Assignments:   
• In-Class Lecture & Discussion 
• Quiz 6: available only today 6:00am-11:55pm 


(covering All Module 7 Readings & Syllabus) 
• Weekly Optional Survey Opens today 
 


Tues 10/15 Module 8:  
Second Midterm Exam 


Review Assignment: 
• Review all your required readings & notes 
• Post any questions you may have about our 


readings and exam on Question Forum 
• In-Class Review Session 
• Instructor available during extended Office 


Hours in (Orlando Campus) Phillips Hall, 
Room 302 for assistance 


 
Thurs 10/17 Module 8:  


Second Midterm Day 
Assignments: 
• Second Midterm Exam Day.  
• No Class Today: Our Exam is available on-


line ONLY today from 6:00am to 11:55pm at 
our website (covering Modules 5-7). 


 
Tues 10/22 
 
 


Module 9:  
Regional Conflicts 
 
 
Part 1:  
Arab-Israeli Conflict  
 


Read:   
• Bill, Chapter 7. 
• Website Articles:  


1. Alterman, “The US & Egypt” 
2. Asmus, Does Israel Belong in the EU and 
NATO?” 
3. Sayre, “Economics of Palestinian Return 
Migration” 
4. Schenker, “Palestinian Challenges”  
5. Wasserstein, “The Politics of Holiness in 
Jerusalem” 
6. Wurmser, “Israeli Dilemmas” 
7. Farsakh, “Time for a Bi-National State” 
8. Allen, “Social Security” 


Assignments:   
• In-Class Lecture & Discussion 
• Finish ALL readings before your postings  
• Your Reading Discussion Posting is due by 







 


 


9:00am Tuesday morning. 
• Your Current Events Discussion Posting is 


due by 9:00am Tuesday morning. 
 


Thurs 10/24 Module 9:  
Regional Conflicts 
 
Part 1:  
Arab-Israeli Conflict 
 


Assignments: 
• In-Class Lecture & Discussion 
• Weekly Optional Survey Opens today 


Mon 10/28 
 


 UCF Withdrawal Deadline 


Tues 10/29 
 


Module 9:  
Regional Conflicts 
 
Part 2:  
Gulf Conflicts 
 


Read:   
• Bill, Chapter 8. 
• Website Articles:  


1. Del Castilo, “Saudi Arabia’s Identity 
Crisis” 
2. Russell, “Iran in Iraq’s Shadow” 
3. Wiley, “Saudi Arabia: Land of Contrasts” 
4. De Parle, “Fearful of Restive Foreign 


Labor” 
Assignments:    
• In-Class Lecture & Discussion 
• Finish ALL readings before your postings  
• Your Reading Discussion Posting is due by 


9:00am Tuesday morning. 
• Your Current Events Discussion Posting is 


due by 9:00am Tuesday morning. 
 


Thurs 10/31 Module 9:  
Regional Conflicts 
 
 
Part 2:  
Gulf Conflicts 


Assignments:   
• In-Class Lecture & Discussion 
• Quiz 7: available only today 6:00am-11:55pm 


(covering All Module 9 Readings & Syllabus) 
• Weekly Optional Survey Opens today 
 


Tues 11/5 
 


Module 10:  
Oil, Politics, & 
Development 
 


Read:   
• Bill, Chapter 9. 
• Website Articles:  


1. Bennett, “Will Iraq Start to Unravel?” 
2. Lunde, “The Seas of Sindbad” 
3. Peterson, “The Nature of Succession in the 
Gulf” 
4. Salehi-Isfahani, “Labor& the Challenges of 
Econ Restructuring” 
5. Fattah, “Avoiding Political Talk,” 
6. Munson, “Lifting the Veil” 


Assignments:    
• In-Class Lecture & Discussion 
• Finish ALL readings before your postings  







 


 


• Your Reading Discussion Posting is due by 
9:00am Tuesday morning. 


• Your Current Events Discussion Posting is 
due by 9:00am Tuesday morning. 


 
Thurs 11/7 
 
 


Module 10:  
Oil, Politics, & 
Development 
 


No Class: Due to the National Vet Day 
Assignments:   
• In-Class Lecture & Discussion 
• Quiz 8: available only today 6:00am-11:55pm 


(covering Module 10 Readings & Syllabus) 
• Weekly Optional Survey Opens today 
 
 


Tues 11/12 
 


Module 11:  
Country Studies 
 
Part 1:  
Large States 
 


Read:   
• Website Articles:  


1. Alterman, “Iran: Came the Revolution” 
2. Bennett, “Will Iraq Start to Unravel?” 
3. Byman, “Iraq After Saddam” 
4. Chehabi, “Eighteen Years Later” 
5. Del Castillo, “Saudi Arabia’s Id Crisis” 
6. Russell, “Iran in Iraq’s Shadow.” 
7. Wiley, “Saudi Arabia: Land of Contrasts” 
8. Molavi, “A New Day in Iran” 
9. Iran, pp. 55-71 
10. Iraq, pp.72-84 
11. Saudi Arabia, pp. 152-160 


Assignments:   
• In-Class Lecture & Discussion 
• Finish ALL readings before your postings  
• Your Reading Discussion Posting is due by 


9:00am Tuesday morning. 
• Your Current Events Discussion Posting is 


due by 9:00am Tuesday morning. 
Thurs 11/14 Module 11:  


Country Studies 
 
Part 1:  
Large States 


Assignments:   
• In-Class Lecture & Discussion 
• Weekly Optional Survey Opens 


 
 


Tues 11/19 
 
 


Module 11:  
Country Studies 
 
Part 2:  
Small States 
 
 


Read:   
• Website Articles:  


1. David: “In the Name of Islam.” 
2. Hoffmann, “Why Don’t They Like Us?” 
3. Peterson, “Nature of Succession in Gulf” 
4. Peterson, “Dubai Puts Politics Aside”  


5. DeParle, “Fearful of Restive Foreign 
Labor” 


6. Bahrain (pp. 38-42) 
7. Kuwait (pp. 108-114) 
8. Oman (pp.143-147) 







 


 


9. Qatar (pp.148-152) 
10. UAE (pp.194-198) 


Assignments:    
• In-Class Guest Speaker 
• Finish ALL readings before your postings  
• Your Reading Discussion Posting is due by 


9:00am Tuesday morning. 
• Your Current Events Discussion Posting is 


due by 9:00am Tuesday morning. 
 


Thurs 11/21 
 


Module 11:  
Country Studies 
 
Part 2:  
Small States 


Assignments:   
• In-Class Lecture & Discussion 
• Quiz 9: available only today 6:00am-11:55pm 


(covering Module 11 Readings & Syllabus) 
• Weekly Optional Survey Opens today 


 


 
Tues 11/26 
 


 
Module 12:  
Final Exam 
 


 
Optional Extra Credit Readings:   
• Website Article: 


1. Sadri, “Surrounded: …” 
2. Murphy, “Egypt Vote Shows Unease 
3. The Economist, “The Bloody Stalemate” 
4. Farsakh, “Time for a Bi-National State” 
5. The Economist, “From Crisis to Crisis” 
6. Markoff, “US Group Reaches” 
7. The Economist, “Deadlock in the Desert” 
8. Fattah, “Avoiding Political Talk” 
9. The Economist, “Guns & Votes” 
10. DeParle, Fearful of Restive Foreign Labor 
11. Allen, Social Security 
12. Munson, Lifting the Veil 
13, Alvi, Human Rights of Women 
14. Molavi, Anew Day in Iran   


 
Optional Assignment: 
• Your Optional Reading Discussion Posting 


is due by 9:00am Tuesday morning. 
• Your Optional Current Events Discussion 


Posting is due by 9:00am Tuesday morning. 
 
In-Class Review Assignment: 
• Review all your required readings & notes 
• Post any questions you may have about our 


readings and exam on Question Forum 
• In-Class Review Session 
• Instructor available during extended Office 


Hours in (Orlando Campus) Phillips Hall, 
Room 302 for assistance 


 







 


 


 
Thurs 11/28 
 


 
Module 12:  
Final Exam 


 


NO CLASS: Thanksgiving Holiday 


Optional Assignment: 
• Optional Extra Credit Quiz: available only 


today 6:00am-11:55pm (covering only 
Optional Extra Credit Readings) 


 
NOTE: Due to the National Holiday 
Required Assignments Move to next 
Tuesday 
 


 
Tues 12/3 
 


 
Module 12:  
Final Exam 


 
On-Line Review Assignment: 
• No Class Today  
• Review all your required readings & notes 
• Post any questions you may have about our 


readings and exam on Question Forum 
• Instructor available during extended Office 


Hours in (Orlando Campus) Phillips Hall, 
Room 302 for assistance 


 
Optional Assignment: 
• Optional Extra Credit Quiz: available only 


today 6:00am-11:55pm (covering only 
Optional Extra Credit Readings) 


 
Thurs 12/5 
 


Module 12:  
Final Exam Day 


Assignments: 
• Final Exam Day.  
• No Class Today: Our Exam is available on-


line ONLY today from 6:00am to 11:55pm at 
our website (covering Modules 9-11). 
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Fall 2013 Syllabus 


Instructor Contact 


Instructor  
Dr. Houman A. Sadri 


Instructor’s Web site 


Office  
Howard Phillips Hall (Build. 14), Room 302 
Orlando Campus 
4000 Central Florida Blvd 
Orlando, Florida 32816-1356 


Office 
Hours 


T & Th: 12-1pm & 3-4pm, or by appointment 


Phone  (407) 823-6023 


E-mail  Via Course Mail 


 


Course Information 
Course Name  International Organizations 


Course ID & Sections INR4502, Sections: ORV1 (Face-to-Face) & OV59 (on-line) 


Credit Hours  3 


Semester/Year  Fall, 2013 


Section 1:  
Section ORV1, Face-to-Face, Required Class Meetings (see schedule) 


Classroom 1 Building, Room 218 


Section 2:  
Section OV59, Online – No Class Meetings, BUT  


On-line students are required to watch the class lecture videos 
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Course Description & Objectives 
The main objective of this course is to introduce students to International Organizations (IOs), in the context of diversity 
from a global perspective. We focus on relations among culturally, ethnically, and racially diverse groups of people in 
addition to ties among their governments both inside and outside the IOs. The emphasis of the course is on both the 
theoretical and practical aspects of the field. This course will cover the basic approaches, concepts, and methods, which are 
the necessary tools for analyzing and understanding international institutions. It also entails a survey of the evolution, 
functions, issues, trends, practices, problems, and processes of international organizations, which cannot be separated from 
international politics. This course traditionally covers the IOs among powerful states (such as EU, NATO, and OECD), but 
we will also concentrate on IOs from the developing world (including ASEAN, ECO, GCC, and OAU). Moreover, we will 
discuss the U.N. system which has components for both developed and developing countries.  


Our IOs course cannot be separated from International Relations (IR) topics. Thus, we will cover not only modern 
International Organizations, but also the International Relations topics and issues that are related to the contemporary study 
of IOs. Due to the diverse background of class members with respect to their knowledge of International Relations and 
Organizations and their awareness of how our institutions and processes function, I selected the recent edition of Kelly-
Kate Pease's book, International Organizations, which is updated, informative, and widely accepted introductory text. I 
also chose a number of recent article (free of any cost to students) to encourage discussion of some of the more 
controversial contemporary international political issues. I expect my students to utilize ALL reading materials completely. 
Along with the text, we discuss diverse and international perspectives about IOs & IR. 


Another purpose of this class is to stimulate critical analyses of events and issues in international affairs. It is not my duty to 
encourage you to be a conservative or liberal person, but I use our readings and my lectures to stimulate your ideas. 
However, I have no political agenda, especially since I am an independent, who does not even belong to any real political 
party. More importantly, this course will help students improve their communication skills, gain an ability to translate 
knowledge from one context to another, and apply theory to practice. This knowledge is important not only for students, 
but also for government and business employees, and those who realize the impact of global affairs on our life in a 
growingly interdependent world. 


Format 
Our V-Course has two sections: a Face-to-Face and a Web (on-line) section. In the face-to-face section, students are 
required to attend our live weekly class sessions (on Tuesdays & Thursdays). In the Web section, there is no required in-
class attendance, but students should still think of our Web session like a Tuesday/Thursday class, whose recorded 
sessions MUST be watched. Moreover, students should make sure that they are signed up for the right course session. In 
the past, a few Web students had unknowingly signed up for the face-to-face format, and assumed that they were in the 
Web section or thought that they do not need to attend. So they had no attendance record, and end up failing this class. It is 
the responsibility of the students themselves to make sure that they are in the right section. All our class sessions are 
recorded and available to both face-to-face and web students. After each class, the recorded session becomes available in an 
on-line digital format on the course website as soon as the UCF Instructional Resources Office staff complete their task.  


For all students, every week, we start a new Reading Module (or lesson plan) on Tuesdays and we have assignments due on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays. Our three Exam Modules also start on Tuesdays: their Review Sessions are on Tuesday in-class 
and the Exams themselves are always on Thursday on-line. The three Exam Modules are modules numbers 4 (First 
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Midterm Exam), 8 (Second Midterm Exam), and 12 (Final Exam). For on-line students, the class is videotaped that is 
available on-line.  


I prepared powerpoint lectures to make sense of a great deal of readings that students must complete in our text and 
website articles. Moreover, we heavily rely on our diverse readings (which provide us with a variety of views) and use 
them as additional lecture materials. In this course, we cover 12 Modules or lessons (consist of 9 Reading Modules and 3 
Exam Modules). Each Reading Module covers at least one text chapter, and at least a few articles from our website. 


Each reading module is divided into seven parts:  


1)    Each reading module begins with required readings, which MUST be completed before our Tuesday class. Of 
course, you may begin reading ahead of time, since you have access to our text, Class Schedule, and Modules.  


2)    Students are required to discuss the content of readings in our on-line required Weekly Reading Discussion 
(due every Tuesday by 9:00am), which involves every student replying directly to instructor’s text-centered 
analytical questions by using the Reply Button inside Instructor’s Posting.  This means that students MUST read 
ALL materials before the discussions begin; and they MUST refer to the weekly readings in their posting. Your 
arguments in the Reading Postings must be well-documented (in text) by using the author and the page 
numbers of our weekly readings. Remember that WebCourses System does not accept late postings under any 
condition. Moreover, I do not accept any gradable assignment by e-mail or Course Mail. 


3)     Students are also required to participate in the class discussion in the on-line Required Weekly Current Events 
Discussion (which is also due every Tuesday by 9:00am) by replying to instructor’s analytical current events 
question (related to our weekly topics) for class discussion. To answer the question, students must conduct an 
Internet Search of Reliable sources (not Wikipedia or some unknown people websites); and they MUST well-
document their argument with their own Internet Sources. Again, no late posting is accepted. 


4)    Students should first complete ALL Required Readings (including Book Chapters, Outlines, Summaries, Key 
Concepts, and Articles) for each module to better understand the subject before the discussions begin. 


5)    Moreover, there is an Optional Question Forum for those students who may have additional questions about 
the reading materials or current events. Our goal is to answer all questions and clarify any vague points in the 
readings. This way, we can make sure that the materials are clear for all students, so this Forum should help 
students with their preparation for the quizzes and tests. Thus, we use the Question Forum for the 
question/answer period by students, for students, and via students themselves. Serving as a monitor, the 
instructor interjects in the Question Forum only when the students’ answers to the questions are not correct 
(or complete) or he may play the role of the devil’s advocate for providing students with different perspectives.  


6)    For each reading module, the next step is a quiz that covers all reading materials of that particular module. 
There are 9 reading modules, and thus 9 quizzes. You are required to take at least 5 of these 9 quizzes. 
However, I suggest that students take all 9 quizzes, so I can drop their lowest 4 quizzes scores. I add up their 
top 5 quizzes for their final total quiz score.  
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7)    The final step in any module is the Weekly Optional Survey, which is available if you click on the Assessment 
Page, then scroll down to Survey Section. These surveys are setup to be anonymous to provide privacy to 
students who are too shy to ask a direct question from the instructor (via Course Mail) or have a criticism of 
the course or the instructor during a particular module. These Surveys include two parts: the first covers the 
material highlights, but you may just say OK here, and move to the more important second part, where you 
place your question or criticism. Since the surveys are anonymous, students should feel free to express 
themselves, ask any questions, and make constructive criticism of the lectures, readings, and/or format. As the 
instructor will not know the identity of the students in survey, then he answers their question/criticism in the 
Question Forum. If you have no question or criticism, you are NOT required to use these Surveys. Of course, 
you are also welcome to provide any positive input, if you like any aspect of the class to help us maintain the 
more effective and useful parts of this course. Your input is certainly appreciated, even though you remain 
anonymous. 


As necessary, we may utilize audiovisual resources to further our understanding of the materials, if the WebCourses 
technology allows us. All students MUST fully participate in the required course discussions and the question/answer 
forums. Our course materials (except for our required text) are available on-line. 


Teaching Philosophy 
Education is a tool for improving the quality of life.  Education is not an end in itself but a process.  My teaching 
philosophy is to encourage critical thinking, innovative problem-solving, practical application of theory, and tolerance of 
diverse ideas and cultures from an international perspective.  To achieve these goals, I employ an interactive teaching style, 
which empowers students by encouraging them to contribute to the discussion of both familiar and unfamiliar topics and 
materials. My teaching goals are both to share my academic knowledge and experience with my students and to inspire and 
help them to become life-long learners. 


General Policies 
In accordance with the university’s rules and regulations, the instructor will pursue the following general policies: 


1. The instructor reserves all rights to modify the content of the syllabus, class schedule, and/or the course 


2. With no exception, students MUST only use Course Mail, if they need to contact the instructor. 


3. If you receive no reply from the instructor within 48-hours (during regular business days & hours) after your 
message (when he is not out-of-town), it means that he has not received the message. Please re-send the message. 


4. Respecting students’ privacy, the instructor provides student’s record only to the student himself/herself on a one-
to-one basis either on-line, on phone, or face-to-face. He will not discuss one student’s case in front of others in 
any public forum. Thus, students must directly contact the instructor (not in class public forums), if they have 
questions about their own records, grades, or particular situations. 


5. The instructor encourages and welcomes questions and comments from all students, but he will not allow any 
particular student to intimidate other students or dominate the class discussion. 
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6. Your Participation Score will be penalized for repeated questions whose answers are already in the syllabus, class 
schedule, or course forums. 


7. The instructor respects religious holidays & may modify a deadline on an occasion. With our generous drop 
policy, however, there is usually no need for changes. Inform the instructor, if your religious holiday is not listed at 
UCF. 


8. Since our course materials are on-line, all students MUST check Course Mail, class Web Forums, and their e-
mails at least twice a day (once in the morning and once at nights) for new class announcements, news, and/or 
updates. 


9. Without exceptions, ALL written (gradable) assignments (quizzes and exams) MUST be submitted to the 
WebCourses. The format requirement is single-spaced format, black color font, New Times Roman font, and 10-
point font size. You are responsible for grammar and spell checking your work. 


10. The Instructor may use students’ e-mail addresses from the UCF e-Community. Update your e-mail address at the 
Polaris (UCF Registration) system otherwise you may not receive certain messages. 


11. If you have a name change during the term, you must inform the instructor immediately, since UCF does not do 
that. 


12. Students should regularly check our Website Assignments Deadline page and avoid submitting assignments to 
WebCourses at the last minute. The WebCourses clock may be different from your own time, and that may lead 
students to miss a deadline. Late assignments are considered missed. No gradable assignment, quiz, or exam is 
accepted by e-mail or Course Mail. It is your responsibility to submit assignments before the WebCourses 
deadlines, Eastern Standard Time (EST). 


13. Any grade (or score) dispute or participation discrepancy must be resolved within a week from the day (and time) 
when scores are posted or the discrepancy has occurred. No late (or last minute) appeals will be considered. 


Texts 
The following book and materials are required for our class: 


Pease, Kelly-Kate S. International Organizations: Perspectives on Governance in the 21st Century. 5th edition, New 
York (NY); Longman, 2012. ISBN: 978-0-205-07587-4. 


Additional reading materials will be available at our class Website. You may access them via our Class Website linked into 
each reading module. 


Rules of Conduct 
One of the University of Central Florida's most enduring academic traditions is its Rules of Conduct code. The instructor 
will carefully follow the code and expects all students to do the same. As The Golden Rule handbook clearly states, failure 
to comply with university rules may subject violator(s) to appropriate action by university authorities and/or appropriate 
civil authorities.  Serious violations of university rules will be recorded in the record of the student(s). 



http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/
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UCF Disability Statement 
The university if Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all persons with disabilities. 
This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students with disabilities who need accommodations in this 
course must contact the professor at the beginning of the semester to discuss needed accommodations. No accommodations 
will be provided until the student has met with the professor to request accommodations. Students who need 
accommodations must be registered with Student Disability Services, Student Resource Center, Room 132, phone (407) 
823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting accommodations from the professor. 







Course Requirements & Grading System 
Your final grade is on a Point System. On purpose, I do not put letter grades on your assignments, 
quizzes, or tests to avoid misleading interpretations of your final grade. I also encourage students 
to avoid letter grade interpretation of their scores for each assignment or test. 


Our course is organized to create equal opportunity for students with different learning skills, so 
if students are not doing well with a particular course requirement, they can still earn enough 
points to get a desirable final grade. Moreover, there is an opportunity to earn up to 5 optional 
Extra Credit Points for the final grade. 


Criteria 
 


Points 


 


 
5 (out of 9) Required Quizzes (on-line), 10 points each 


 


 
50 points 


 


 
Participation in Required Weekly On-Line Discussions twice a week  
(minus Penalty Points) 


 


 
10 points 


 


 
First or Second Midterm Exam (on-line) 


 


 
20 points 


 


 
Final Exam (on-line) 


 


 
20 points 


 


TOTAL 


 


 
100 points 


 


 
Extra Credit (on-line) 


 


 
5 points 


 


Note:  Students are expected to participate in our required on-line discussion forums. In fact, 
students who miss more than one week required discussion should expect to lose one point 
directly from their total participation score for each discussion that they missed. This rule applies 
to both excused and unexcused absences from our required forums. 


Individuals who are active by their early postings, extensive contribution to required Discussion 
Forums, participating in Optional Forums, and helping other students in our Optional (Question 
and Technical) Forums are eligible for a higher participation score. In addition, if their final 







grade is on the borderline between two grades (e.g., A- & B+), their participation record is the 
key factor in my decision for a higher grade. 


Letter Grade Points 


A 93 – 100 points 


A- 90 – 92 points 


B+ 87 – 89 points 


B 83 – 86 points 


B- 80 – 82 points 


C+ 77 – 79 points 


C 73 – 76 points 


C- 70 – 72 points 


D+ 67 – 69 points 


D 63 – 66 points 


D- 60 – 62 points 


F 59 and below 


 


Since the grading is based on a simple point system, at any time during the term you should be 
able to add your earned points together to recognize your projected grade. Please feel free to 
contact the instructor directly, if you have any questions about your grade. 


The instructor will use the plus and minus grading system which allows for a more accurate and 
fair evaluation of student performance. The range for each grade is indicated in the table. 


Quizzes 
To learn about our course topic, one must understand diverse political issues at national, regional, 
& international levels. Based on schedule, students are required to read (free of any cost) articles 
linked inside each Module of our Webcourses@UCF online course in association with each text 
chapter. To confirm that module readings are understood, there are NINE CLOSED-BOOK 
multiple choice on-line quizzes--each related to one reading module. Closed-Book means that 
you are not supposed to use the reading materials while you take the quiz. 


Each quiz is worth 10 points (with 10 questions), and it covers all readings in one module. You 
have up to 10-minutes for each quiz. Depending on your Internet Connection to UCF, some 







students will get cut off at the 10-minute time limit, while others will be in time violation. I 
strongly suggest that you save and submit your answers before the 10th minute starts. Time 
violations are penalized by 1 point for each extra minute. 


Since UCF servers some nights go on backup (sometimes between 12 midnight to 6am) and 
some students were cut off in the past, our quizzes cannot be open for more than a day. Each 
required quiz is only open for one Thursday from 6:00am to 11:55pm, see the Assessment 
Schedule Page. Quizzes are designed for 5 minutes, but you have ONLY up to 10-minutes to 
complete each. The exceptions to this rule are the students registered with the UCF Student 
Disability Services. These students have double time for each quiz, based on UCF rules. 
However, the Disability Students MUST ask the UCF Disability Services to provide the 
instructor with documentations of their status in the VERY first week of the term. These 
students cannot use the extra time until the instructor receives the formal notification from UCF 
Disability Services. 


The quiz questions are multiple-choice and/or true-false in nature. Since there is no make-up for 
the quizzes, it is strongly recommended that students take all 9 quizzes and maximize their 
chance of higher total quiz score and avoid possible computer and network technical problems, 
which may lead to losing the opportunity to submit their quiz. To calculate students’ total quiz 
scores, however, the instructor will automatically drop their 4 lowest quiz scores and use only 
the top 5 out of their 9 quiz scores for each student. Students may earn up to a total of 50 points 
for their total quiz score. 


Note: For some students, quizzes seem more challenging than other assignments. The key issue 
for success on the quizzes is to master the readings. This means that you must fully repeat the 
readings at least 3 times, which is what I do while preparing for lectures. There is no shame in 
reading the materials 3 times. For those students, who do not master the readings, the 10-minute 
time limit will seem short. For those who do not master the readings, it is impossible to cheat on 
the quizzes, because WebCourses choose 10 random questions (from a large question pool) for 
each student. No two quizzes are the same, because the question pool is very large with at least a 
couple of hundred questions. Thus, even if a few students take the same quiz together, they will 
have different sets of quiz questions within their own 10-minute. Moreover, the quizzes may 
seem to get harder, as the term moves on, so there is no choice, but to master (or comprehend, 
not memorize) the assigned readings.  


Exams 
There are 3 exams (First and Second Midterm Exams as well as Final Exam) throughout this 
term. These are all CLOSED-BOOK on-line exams. In a Closed-Book test, you may mention 
our text or lecture materials (only from your memory), but you do NOT directly “quote” text or 
lectures (with page numbers of the readings). You also do NOT document your writing. 
Documenting is citing the authors along with page numbers. In a closed-book test, quoting and 
documenting is considered plagiarism, which is a punishable act based on UCF rules. 


Each exam covers about one-third of the course materials. All students are required to take 
the First Midterm Exam. Those who do not do well on the First test (or Exam 1) are then 
required to take the Second Midterm Exam (or Exam 2). For these two midterm exams, the 







instructor drops the lowest score for each student, but he firmly suggests that students take both 
midterm exams to maximize their Midterm score. If you miss the First or Second Midterm Exam, 
it will automatically drop as your lowest score. However, the First or Second Midterm Exam is 
NOT a replacement for the Final Exam. The Final Exam is REQUIRED for all students without 
an exception. The Final Exam covers the last third of the term. There is NO make-up for the 
Final Exam, so students must take it as scheduled, on the Assessment Schedule page. 


Regarding format, each exam will provide equal opportunity to students with different learning 
abilities. In this regard, each exam has 3 parts: Objective Questions, Short-Answers, and 
Essay Questions. In the First Part of the exam, there will be 7 objective questions (consist of 
multiple and/or true-false questions), each worth 1 point. There are no choices in this part and all 
questions must be answered. The Second Part of the exam consists of short-answer questions, 
each of which can be answered briefly in one sentence. In this part, students have options, and are 
required to answer only 2 questions, not more and not less. There will be a penalty for answering 
more or less than 2 questions in this part. Each short-answer question is worth 3 points for a total 
of 6 points. The Third Part of the exam is made of essay questions. Students have options and 
are required to answer only one essay question, which is worth 7 points, including 2 points for 
the essay outline. Organize your thoughts and write down an outline (similar to my lecture 
outlines) with at least 5 Roman Numerals (subdivided into at least a couple of points) before 
starting the essay. For this outline, the First and Last Roman Numerals refer to the Introduction 
and Conclusion sections. The other three Roman Numerals must relate to the other three mini 
questions inside your essay question. The outline is worth only 2 points, so take it seriously. 


The essay must be an extensive answer (at least 500 words in length), which will be evaluated 
based on following criteria: clarity, content, organization, comprehensiveness, argument 
quality, and supporting evidence (facts and examples). Before submitting exam, essay answer 
must be single-spaced format, New Times Roman font, black color font, and 10-point font size. 
You are responsible for grammar and spell checking your work. There is penalty for violation 
of these rules. Hint: Use at least a separate paragraph for each of your Roman Numerals. 


Since UCF servers some nights go on backup (sometimes between 12 midnight to 6am) and 
some students were cut off in the past, our exams cannot be open for more than a day. Each 
required exam is only open for one Thursday from 6:00am to 11:55pm, see the Assessment 
Schedule Page. Exams are designed for 45 minutes, but you have ONLY up to 60-minutes to 
complete each. The exceptions to this rule are the students registered with the UCF Student 
Disability Services. These students have double time for each exam, based on UCF rules. 
However, the Disability Students MUST ask the UCF Disability Services to provide the 
instructor with documentations of their status in the VERY first week of the term. These 
students cannot use the extra time until the instructor receives the formal notification from UCF 
Disability Services. 


WebCourses System does not save your answers, if you violate the time even by a micro 
second. Depending on your Internet Connection to UCF, some students will get cut off at the 60-
minute time limit, while others will be in time violation. I strongly suggest that you save and 







submit your answers before the 60th minute starts. Time violations are penalized by 1 point for 
each extra minute. 


 


Extra Credit 
There is one Optional Extra Credit opportunity worth 5 points throughout the term. This Extra 
Credit is a Quiz that covers a number of Optional Reading Assignments in Module 12 at the end 
of the term. This quiz has the same format and requirements as a regular quiz, so read the Quiz 
section. The Extra Credit Quiz is listed on the Assessment Page of our website in addition to our 
Class Schedule. The difference between the Extra Credit Quiz and other quizzes is that you have 
only 5 questions and have only 5 minutes for Extra Credit Quiz.  


Since UCF servers some nights go on backup (sometimes between 12 midnight to 6am) and 
some students were cut off in the past, this extra credit quiz cannot be open for more than a 
day. It is only open for one day from 6:00am to 11:55pm, see the Assessment Schedule Page. 
Extra Credit Quiz is designed for 2.5 minutes, but you have ONLY up to 5-minutes to complete 
it. The exceptions to this rule are the students registered with the UCF Student Disability 
Services. These students have double time for the Extra Credit Quiz, based on UCF rules. 
However, the Disability Students MUST ask the UCF Disability Services to provide the 
instructor with documentations of their status in the VERY first week of the term. These 
students cannot use the extra time until the instructor receives the formal notification from UCF 
Disability Services. 


Again, the Webcourses System may either cut you off or keep you in time violation (depending 
on your Internet Connection to UCF). I suggest that you save and submit this quiz before the 5th 
minute. There is penalty point for time violations. One point is subtracted for each extra minute 
beyond 5 minutes. Disability Students have double time for Extra Credit Quiz, based on UCF 
rules. 


Attendance & Participation 
For the face-to-face students (in E, M, or V courses), attendance is expected and is not a 
substitute for participation, which is required by the syllabus for ALL students without an 
exception. For the face-to-face students, I check their attendance record to see if they qualify for 
a higher final grade. I treat each student on a case-by-case basis. Those with no (or 2 absences) 
get more help from me. By the way, late arrivals (even by a couple of minutes) are considered 
rude and unprofessional. Two late arrivals are equal to one absence. If you have excessive 
absences, you are strongly encouraged to complete the Extra Credit assignment (worth 5 points). 


For the on-line students (in W or V courses), I look at their on-line participation record in 
our Required Discussions, and our Optional Forums. I also see how often they help their peers or 
share useful information with our class. Those who have a strong record will get my help for a 
higher final grade in our class. If you have missed many required postings, you are strongly 
encouraged to complete the Extra Credit assignment (worth 5 points). 







What do I mean by participation? Participation means students actively contributing to 
required weekly course discussions, following my instructions, and helping their peers. 
Students may present explanation, opinion, or relevant comments about an issue, based on my 
instructions in each Web Discussion Forum. However, simply asking questions or bombarding 
the instructor with emails (whose answers are already in the syllabus) is not participation. 


In fact, student who ask questions whose answers are already in the syllabus will be considered 
disengaged (in the class), and their participation score will be penalized significantly. Students, 
who want participation score, should gain recognition from the instructor by actively contributing 
to the required discussions (on time and before the weekly deadlines). In this course, we have 
two REQUIRED discussion forums: Reading Discussion and Current Events Discussion. 
There are also 3 Optional forums: Questions, Tech Help, and “From the Grape Wine.” Students 
who want recognition for their activities should help their peers in these Optional Forums. 


I expect ALL my students (without an exception) to participate on time in our two Required 
Weekly Discussion Forums each week: Reading Discussion & Current Events Discussion. In 
fact, students who miss more than one week required discussion should expect to lose one point 
directly from their total Participation Score for each weekly discussion that they missed. This 
rule applies to both excused and unexcused absences from our forums. By the way, I do not 
accept late postings by e-mails to me. 


Are there any weekly participation grades? You will not receive weekly scores or grades for 
your required weekly Reading and Current Events postings. Your weekly posting are evaluated 
on pass/fail basis. If you are not sure about the acceptability of your work, then please make your 
postings by Sunday night. On Monday mornings, the instructor will send messages to students 
whose works are unacceptable (failed). Such students will have time before Tuesday deadlines to 
revise their postings and make them acceptable. If you make your posting after Sunday night, 
there is no time for instructor’s comments, so you take a chance. Thus, you may not earn 
participation points. If you post by Sunday and receive no comments, it means your work is 
acceptable. 


How do you calculate your participation score? It is easy to calculate your participation score. 
For each Required Weekly Discussion (both Reading and Events), give yourself “0.5” (half) 
point, if you made an On-Time Posting that followed ALL instructions (see the Discussion 
Posting Guidelines section). You may earn up to 10 points for your Discussion Postings: 5 
points for Weekly Reading & another 5 points for Events Discussion postings. We have 11 
required weekly Discussions (for both Required Reading and Events Discussion postings). I drop 
the lowest Required Posting for each student, and add the total. This means 5 points for each 
Discussion Forum. From the Total Participation Score earned by the Required Postings, I 
subtract Penalty Points for: (1) Missing Postings; (2) failures to follow class rules (listed in our 
Website and my e-mails); and (3) disengagement in our course (failures to answer my questions 
during class discussions). 


There is also an Optional Posting based on the Extra Credit Readings in Module 12 at the end of 
the term. Those who miss more than 1 week of Required Discussion Posting are strongly 
encouraged to use this opportunity to neutralize 1 missed weekly posting.  







To encourage good academic behavior, individuals who are active by their early postings, 
extensive contributions to required Discussion Forums, helping other students in our Question 
& Technical Help Forums, and participating in Optional Forums are eligible for my assistance 
to their final grade, when their total scores fall on the borderline between two grades (such as A- 
& B+). Their active participation record will be the key factor influencing my decision for a 
higher grade. 


PLEASE Note: The instructor may subtract points from the final participation score of those 
students who repeatedly violate syllabus rules throughout the term. Such violations include: 
not using Course Mail, asking questions whose answers are already in the syllabus, and repeating 
errors for which they had received my comments. 


Other Assignments 
If the students take a laid back attitude towards the readings or the class discussion, the instructor 
may assign additional oral and/or written assignments in form of reports or research projects to 
stimulate participation.   


Make-Up Policy 
Theoretically, there are no make-ups for our quizzes, exams, or Weekly Required Discussion 
Postings. However, I drop 4 (out of 9) required quizzes, one (out of 2) required midterm exams, 
one Weekly Required Reading Discussion Posting, and one Weekly Required Current Events 
Discussion Posting for each student throughout the term. Thus, many students consider my “drop 
system” as a very generous make-up policy. Remember that the First and Second Midterm Exams 
can be a replacement for each other only. However, the First and/or the Second Midterm Exams 
are NOT a replacement for the Final Exam. Also, there is no make-up for the Final Exam or the 
optional Extra Credit Quiz. 


Technical Challenges 
Unless there is a well-documented UCF computer, server, or network crash at one of the 
UCF locations, the responsibility of the technical problem is fully with the students. 


It is partially due to Tech Problems that we have such a generous drop policy in our course to 
minimize the impact Tech Problems. To avoid Tech Problems, I encourage the students to use 
UCF computers and Internet Network located at any of 10 different area campuses located in 
Central Florida region, if they can. This is especially important for Exams and Quizzes, which 
are open only for one day (Thursday 6:00am till 11:55pm). You have a full week for each set of 
weekly required postings, so if you cannot connect to our Website one day, you can try it later. 


In fact, one reason that our quizzes and exam are available only from 6am till 11:55pm is that 
many of the UCF computers, servers, and network go to a backup (or repair) process between 12 
(midnight) and 6am. Thus, I decreased the chance of my students being cut off from the UCF 
during an exam or a quiz. Moreover, there is statistically less chance of computer crashes on 
Thursdays, so all our Exam and Quizzes are available ONLY on Thursdays. 


Since different students use different equipment, software, and networks, it is the students’ 
responsibility to make sure that their system is compatible with UCF and Webcourses server to 







avoid Technical Problems. For this information, please check the Technical Support button on 
the first menu of our Course Website, especially please do the “Browser Check.” 


Based on our recent experience, here are some useful suggestions: 


1. If you can, use UCF computers and network, instead of less secure home (or office) service. 
2. If you have the option, use wired instead of wireless services that tend to cut off occasionally. 
3. Use reliable Internet Browsers that have no problems with UCF network. 
4. Avoid internet pick time to take your quizzes and exams. 
5. Temporarily, suspend your computer Fire Walls, when you connect with UCF to take a test. 
6. Do NOT give to other students your PID & NID numbers or username & passwords. 
7. If you can, use UCF labs, to have an authorized witness, if a local crash occurs. 
8. If you use your peer’s computer to take our quizzes (or exams), then you must login to 
MyUCF or WebCourses, after your peer computer has been off (for at least 3 minutes). 
Violators may experience Tech Problem, and their scores automatically go to ZERO.  
9. If you have any Technical Problem, please contact UCF Online Support about 
Webcourses@UCF tech issues at: http://learn.ucf.edu/support/  







 


 


Class Schedule & Assignments 


Fall 2013 
Date Topic Reading & Assignments 


 


Mon 8/19/12 


 


UCF Semester Begins 


 


UCF Fall Term officially begins 


Tues 8/20 Module 0: 
Course Orientation 


Read:   
• Instructor’s Welcome & Orientation Postings 
• Syllabus, Class Schedule, & All Instructor’s 


Postings on All Forums in Discussion Section 
• NOTE: Reading class rules is important, since 


all quizzes cover them. Your violation of class 
rules leads to participation penalty points for the 
lack of FULL engagement in our class. 


• Module 0 assignments are due today by 23:55. 
Assignments: 
• In-Class Course Instructions. 
• Lecture on the International Organizations 


Background  
• Confirm your access to course by replying to 


instructor’s “I am” Message in the Last Forum 
under Discussion Button 


• Complete the Student Background Survey. 
• NOTE: You must always use our Course Mail 


for e-mailing Dr. Sadri. 
 


Thurs 8/22 Module 0: 
Course Orientation 


Assignments: 
• In-Class Lecture on the International 


Organizations. 
New Students’ Assignments: 
• Confirm your access to course by replying to 


instructor’s “I am” Message in the Last Forum 
under Discussion Button 


• Complete the Student Background Survey, if 
you have not. 


• Module 0 assignments are due today by 23:55. 
• NOTE: You must always use our Course Mail 


for e-mailing Dr. Sadri 
 


Thurs 8/22  Late Registration: Drop period ends today 


Friday 8/23  Late Registration: Add period ends today 







 


 


Tues 8/27 
 


Module 1:  
Introduction & 
Development of IO  


Read:   
• Complete ALL required readings based on 


the list in this module’s description 
 
Assignments:   
• In-Class Lecture & Discussion 
• Finish ALL readings before your postings  
• Your Reading Discussion Posting is due by 


9:00am Tuesday morning. 
• Your Current Events Discussion Posting is 


due by 9:00am Tuesday morning. 
 


Thurs 8/29 Module 1:  
Introduction & 
Development of IO  


Assignments:   
• Quiz 1: available only today 6:00am-11:55pm 


(covering All Module 1 Readings & Syllabus) 
• Weekly Optional Survey Opens today 
 


Tues 9/3 Module 2:  
Mainstream 
Approaches 
 


Read:   
• Complete ALL required readings based on 


the list in this module’s description 
 
Assignments:   
• In-Class Lecture & Discussion 
• Finish ALL readings before your postings  
• Your Reading Discussion Posting is due by 


9:00am Tuesday morning. 
• Your Current Events Discussion Posting is 


due by 9:00am Tuesday morning. 
 


Thurs 9/5 Module 2:  
Mainstream 
Approaches 
 


Assignments:   
• Quiz 2: available only today 6:00am-11:55pm 


(covering All Module 2 Readings & Syllabus) 
• Weekly Optional Survey Opens today 


 
Tues 9/10 
 


Module 3:   
Critical Approaches  
 
 


Read:   
• Complete ALL required readings based on 


the list in this module’s description 
 
Assignments:   
• In-Class Lecture & Discussion 
• Finish ALL readings before your postings  
• Your Reading Discussion Posting is due by 


9:00am Tuesday morning. 
• Your Current Events Discussion Posting is 


due by 9:00am Tuesday morning. 
Thurs 9/12 Module 3:   


Critical Approaches  
 


Assignments:   
• Quiz 3: available only today 6:00am-11:55pm 


(covering All Module 3 Readings & Syllabus) 
• Weekly Optional Survey Opens today 







 


 


 
Tues 9/17 
 


 
Module 4:  
First Midterm Exam 
 
 


 
Review Assignment: 
• Review all your required readings & notes 
• Post any questions you have about the materials 


& exam on our Question Forum 
• Read questions by your peers on the Question 


Forum, reply to them, and try to answer their 
questions. They may do the same for you. 


• Instructor is available during his Office Hours in 
(Orlando Campus) Phillips Hall, Room 302 for 
assistance 


 
Thurs 9/19 
 


Module 4:  
First Midterm Day 
 


Assignments: 
• First Midterm Exam Day is on-line.  
• No Class Today: Our Exam is available ONLY 


today from 6:00am to 23:55 at course website 
(covering Modules 1-3). 


 
Tues 9/24 
 
 


Module 5:   
(Global) Security  
 


Read:   
• Complete ALL required readings based on 


the list in this module’s description 
 
Assignments:   
• In-Class Lecture & Discussion 
• Finish ALL readings before your postings  
• Your Reading Discussion Posting is due by 


9:00am Tuesday morning. 
• Your Current Events Discussion Posting is 


due by 9:00am Tuesday morning. 
 


 
Thurs 9/26 
 


 
Module 5:   
(Global) Security  
 


 
Assignments:   
• Quiz 4: available only today 6:00am-11:55pm 


(covering All Module 5 Readings & Syllabus) 
• Weekly Optional Survey Opens today 


 
Tues 10/1 
 
 


Module 6:   
Regional Security  
 


Read:   
• Complete ALL required readings based on 


the list in this module’s description 
 
 
Assignments:   
• In-Class Lecture & Discussion 
• Finish ALL readings before your postings  
• Your Reading Discussion Posting is due by 


9:00am Tuesday morning. 
• Your Current Events Discussion Posting is 


due by 9:00am Tuesday morning. 
 







 


 


Thurs 10/3 Module 6:   
Regional Security  
 


Assignments:   
• Quiz 5: available only today 6:00am-11:55pm 


(covering All Module 6 Readings & Syllabus) 
• Weekly Optional Survey Opens today 
 


Tues 10/8 
 


Module 7: Trade  
 


Read:   
• Complete ALL required readings based on 


the list in this module’s description 
 
Assignments:   
• In-Class Lecture & Discussion 
• Finish ALL readings before your postings  
• Your Reading Discussion Posting is due by 


9:00am Tuesday morning. 
• Your Current Events Discussion Posting is 


due by 9:00am Tuesday morning. 
 


Thurs 10/10 
 
 


Module 7: Trade  Assignments:   
• Quiz 6: available only today 6:00am-11:55pm 


(covering All Module 7 Readings & Syllabus) 
• Weekly Optional Survey Opens today  
 


Tues 10/15 Module 8:  
Second Midterm Exam 


Review Assignment: 
• Review all your required readings & notes 
• Post any questions you have about the materials 


& exam on our Question Forum 
• Read questions by your peers on the Question 


Forum, reply to them, and try to answer their 
questions. They may do the same for you. 


• Instructor is available during his Office Hours in 
(Orlando Campus) Phillips Hall, Room 302 for 
assistance 


 
Thurs 10/17 Module 8:  


Second Midterm Exam 
Day 


Assignments: 
• Second Midterm Exam Day is on-line.  
• No Class Today: Our Exam is available ONLY 


today from 6:00am to 23:55 at course website 
(covering Modules 5-7). 


 
Tues 10/22 
 
 


Module 9:  
Development & 
Environment 
 
 
Part 1: Development  
 


Read:   
• Complete ALL required readings based on 


the list in this module’s description 
 
 
Assignments:   
• In-Class Lecture & Discussion 
• Finish ALL readings before your postings  
• Your Reading Discussion Posting is due by 


9:00am Tuesday morning. 







 


 


• Your Current Events Discussion Posting is 
due by 9:00am Tuesday morning. 


Thurs 10/24 Module 9:  
Development & 
Environment 
 
Part 1: Development  


Assignments:    
• Weekly Optional Survey Opens  
 
 


 
Mon 10/28 
 


  
UCF Withdrawal Deadline 


Tues 10/29 
 


Module 9:  
Development & 
Environment 
 
 
Part 2: Environment  


Read:   
• Complete ALL required readings based on 


the list in this module’s description 
 
 
Assignments:   
• In-Class Lecture & Discussion 
• Finish ALL readings before your postings  
• Your Reading Discussion Posting is due by 


9:00am Tuesday morning. 
• Your Current Events Discussion Posting is 


due by 9:00am Tuesday morning. 
 


Thurs 10/31 Module 9:  
Development & 
Environment 
 
Part 2: Environment 


Assignments:   
• Quiz 7: available only today 6:00am-11:55pm 


(covering All Module 9 Readings & Syllabus) 
• Weekly Optional Survey Opens today 


 
 
 


Tues 11/5 
 


Module 10:   
Social & 
Humanitarian Issues  


Read:   
• Complete ALL required readings based on 


the list in this module’s description 
 
Assignments:   
• In-Class Lecture & Discussion 
• Finish ALL readings before your postings  
• Your Reading Discussion Posting is due by 


9:00am Tuesday morning. 
• Your Current Events Discussion Posting is 


due by 9:00am Tuesday morning. 
 


Thurs 11/7 
 
 


Module 10:   
Social & 
Humanitarian Issues  


The National Vet Day 
 
Assignments:    
• Quiz 8: available only today 6:00am-11:55pm 


(covering All Module 10 Readings & Syllabus) 
• Weekly Optional Survey Opens today 


 







 


 


Tues 11/12 
 


Module 11-Part 1: 
Global Governance 


Read:   
• Complete ALL required readings based on 


the list in this module’s description 
 
Assignments:   
• In-Class Lecture & Discussion 
• Finish ALL readings before your postings  
• Your Reading Discussion Posting is due by 


9:00am Tuesday morning. 
• Your Current Events Discussion Posting is 


due by 9:00am Tuesday morning. 
 


 
Thurs 11/14 


 
Module 11-Part 1: 
Global Governance 


 
Assignments:   
• Weekly Optional Survey Opens today 


 
 


Tues 11/19 
 
 


Module 11-Part 2: 
Global Governance  
 


Read:   
• Complete ALL required readings based on 


the list in this module’s description 
 
Assignments:   
• In-Class Lecture & Discussion 
• Finish ALL readings before your postings  
• Your Reading Discussion Posting is due by 


9:00am Tuesday morning. 
• Your Current Events Discussion Posting is 


due by 9:00am Tuesday morning. 
 


 
 
Thurs 11/21 
 


 
 
Module 11-Part 2: 
Global Governance  
 


 


Assignments:   
• Quiz 9: available only today 6:00am-11:55pm 


(covering Module 11 Readings & Syllabus) 
• Weekly Optional Survey Opens today 


 


Tues 11/26 
 


Module 12:  
 
Part 1: Optional Extra 
Credit Assignments 


Optional Extra Credit Readings:   
Read:   
• Complete ALL optional readings based on 


the list in this module’s description 
 
Optional Assignment: 
Read:   
• Your Optional Reading Discussion Posting is 


due by 9:00am Tuesday morning. 
• Your Optional Current Events Discussion 


Posting is due by 9:00am Tuesday morning. 
 







 


 


In-Class Review Assignment: 
• Review all your required readings & notes 
• Post any questions you have about the materials 


& exam on our Question Forum 
• Read questions by your peers on the Question 


Forum, reply to them, and try to answer their 
questions. They may do the same for you. 


• Instructor is available during his Office Hours in 
(Orlando Campus) Phillips Hall, Room 302 for 
assistance 


 
 
Thurs 11/28 
 


 
Module 12:  
 
Part 1: Optional Extra 
Credit Assignments 


 
No Class: The Thanksgiving Holiday 


Optional Assignment: 
• Optional Extra Credit Quiz: available only 


today 6:00am-11:55pm (covering only Optional 
Extra Credit Readings) 


 
NOTE: Due to the National 
Holiday Required Assignments 
Move to next Tuesday 
 


Tues 12/3 
 


Module 12:  
 
Part 2: Final Exam 


On-Line Review Assignment: 
• No Class Today  
• Review all your required readings & notes 
• Post any questions you may have about our 


readings and exam on Question Forum 
• Instructor available during extended Office 


Hours in (Orlando Campus) Phillips Hall, Room 
302 for assistance 


 
Optional Assignment: 
• Optional Extra Credit Quiz: available only 


today 6:00am-11:55pm (covering only Optional 
Extra Credit Readings) 


 
Thurs 12/5 
 


Module 12: Final 
Exam Day 


Assignments: 
• Final Exam Day is on-line.  
• No Class Today: Our Final Exam is available 


ONLY today from 6:00am to 23:55 at course 
website (covering Modules 9-11). 
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Fall 2013 Syllabus 


Instructor Contact 


Instructor  
Dr. Houman A. Sadri 


Instructor’s Web site 


Office  
Howard Phillips Hall (Build. 14), Room 302 
Orlando Campus 
4000 Central Florida Blvd 
Orlando, Florida 32816-1356 


Office 
Hours 


T & Th: 12-1pm & 3-4pm, or by appointment 


Phone  (407) 823-6023 


E-mail  Via Course Mail 


 


Course Information 
Course Name  Scope & Method 


Course ID & Sections POS3703 


Credit Hours  3 


Semester/Year  Fall, 2013 


Section:  


Face-to-Face Section, Requires Class Meetings (see schedule) 


Classroom: HPH Building, Room 310 


Meeting Days & Times: T & Th 9:00-10:15am 
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Course Description & Objectives 
The main objective of this course is to introduce students to the Methodology of Political Science. Regarding methodology, 
this class has three major tasks:  


(1) We discuss the scientific methods of studying political issues.  


(2) We focus on both qualitative and qualitative methods of political science and learn their functions and limitations.  


(3) We learn how computers, statistics, and software can help us analyze political science information and data. 


The emphasis of the course is on both the theoretical and practical aspects of the field. This course will cover the basic 
approaches, concepts, and methods, which are the necessary tools for analyzing and understanding political issues.  


Due to the diverse background of class members with respect to their knowledge of political science methodology, I 
selected the recent edition of Michael Le Roy's book, Research Methods in Political Science, which is updated, 
informative, and widely accepted introductory text. I also may chose a number of articles (free of any cost to students) to 
encourage discussion of some of the more controversial contemporary political issues. I expect my students to utilize ALL 
reading materials completely. Along with the text, we discuss diverse and international perspectives on political issues. 


Another purpose of this class is to stimulate critical analyses of current events and issues. It is not my duty to encourage 
you to be a conservative or liberal person, but I use our readings and my lectures to stimulate your ideas. However, I have 
no political agenda, especially since I am an independent voter, who does not even belong to any real political party.  


More importantly, this course will help students improve their communication skills, gain an ability to translate knowledge 
from one context to another, and apply theory to method and practice. This knowledge is important not only for students, 
but also for government and business employees, and those who realize the impact of domestic and global affairs on our 
life in a growingly interdependent world. 


Format 
Our class is a Face-to-Face course, enhanced with a website. In this face-to-face class, students are required to attend our 
live weekly class sessions (on Tuesdays & Thursdays). Moreover, students should make sure that they are signed up for the 
right section, since there are several Score & Method classes and sections. It is the responsibility of the students themselves 
to make sure that they are in the right section.  


For all students, every week, we start a new Reading Module (or lesson plan) on Tuesdays and we have assignments due on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays. Our three Exam Modules also start on Tuesdays: their Review Sessions are on Tuesday in-class 
and the Exams themselves are always on Thursday on-line. The three Exam Modules are modules numbers 4 (First 
Midterm Exam), 8 (Second Midterm Exam), and 12 (Final Exam). 


I prepared lectures’ outlines to make sense of a great deal of readings that students must complete in our text and 
website articles. Moreover, we heavily rely on our readings (which provide us with a variety of views) and use them as 
additional lecture materials. In this course, we cover 12 Modules or lessons (consist of 9 Reading Modules and 3 Exam 
Modules). Each Reading Module covers at least one text chapter, and may include articles from our website. 
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Each reading module is divided into seven parts:  


1)    Each reading module begins with required readings, which MUST be completed before our Tuesday class. Of 
course, you may begin reading ahead of time, since you have access to our text, Class Schedule, and Modules.  


2)    Students are required to discuss the content of readings during our Class Discussion every Tuesday and 
Thursday, during and after lectures. This means that students MUST read ALL materials before the discussions 
begin; and they MUST refer to the weekly readings during our discussion. 


3)    Students should first complete ALL Required Readings, including Book Chapters, Outlines, Summaries, Key 
Concepts, and articles (if any) for each module to better understand the subject before the discussions begin. 


4)    Moreover, there is an Optional Question Forum for those students who may have additional questions about 
the reading materials or current events. Our goal is to answer all questions and clarify any vague points in the 
readings. This way, we can make sure that the materials are clear for all students, so this Forum should help 
students with their preparation for the assignments, quizzes, and tests. Thus, we use the Question Forum for 
the question/answer period by students, for students, and via students themselves. Serving as a monitor, the 
instructor interjects in the Question Forum only when the students’ answers to the questions are not correct 
(or complete) or he may play the role of the devil’s advocate for providing students with different perspectives.  


5)    For each reading module, the next step is a quiz that covers all reading materials of that particular module. 
There are 9 reading modules, and thus 9 quizzes. You are required to take at least 4 of these 9 quizzes. 
However, I suggest that students take all 9 quizzes, so I can drop their lowest 5 quizzes scores. I add up their 
top 4 quizzes for their final total quiz score. 


6)    The next step for each module is completing a homework assignment. These assignments are from our 
text/workbook and associated with each chapter. It is very important that you have the right edition of our 
test, so you can complete the right assignment. You may copy the assignment from our text, complete it clearly 
(with your own handwriting), scan it, and save it as a “PDF” file, and finally upload the PDF to the appropriate 
drop box in the Assignment Page. Each week, we have at least one required assignment. Some weeks, we have 
2 assignments, depending on the topic of our Module (or lesson plan).    


7)    The final step in any module is the Weekly Optional Survey, which is available if you click on the Assessment 
Page, then scroll down to Survey Section. These surveys are setup to be anonymous to provide privacy to 
students who are too shy to ask a direct question from the instructor (via Course Mail) or have a criticism of 
the course or the instructor during a particular module. These Surveys include two parts: the first covers the 
material highlights, but you may just say OK here, and move to the more important second part, where you 
place your question or criticism. Since the surveys are anonymous, students should feel free to express 
themselves, ask any questions, and make constructive criticism of the lectures, readings, and/or format. As the 
instructor will not know the identity of the students in survey, then he answers their question/criticism in the 
Question Forum. If you have no question or criticism, you are NOT required to use these Surveys. Of course, 
you are also welcome to provide any positive input, if you like any aspect of the class to help us maintain the 
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more effective and useful parts of this course. Your input is certainly appreciated, even though you remain 
anonymous. 


As necessary, we may utilize audiovisual resources to further our understanding of the materials, if the Canvas Syetem 
technology allows us. All students MUST fully participate in the required class discussions and the question/answer 
forums. Our course materials (except for our required text) are available on-line. 


Teaching Philosophy 
Education is a tool for improving the quality of life.  Education is not an end in itself but a process.  My teaching 
philosophy is to encourage critical thinking, innovative problem-solving, practical application of theory, and tolerance of 
diverse ideas and cultures from an international perspective.  To achieve these goals, I employ an interactive teaching style, 
which empowers students by encouraging them to contribute to the discussion of both familiar and unfamiliar topics and 
materials. My teaching goals are both to share my academic knowledge and experience with my students and to inspire and 
help them to become life-long learners. 


General Policies 
In accordance with the university’s rules and regulations, the instructor will pursue the following general policies: 


1. The instructor reserves all rights to modify the content of the syllabus, class schedule, and/or the course 


2. With no exception, students MUST only use Course Mail, if they need to contact the instructor. 


3. If you receive no reply from the instructor within 48-hours (during regular business days & hours) after your 
message (when he is not out-of-town), it means that he has not received the message. Please re-send the message. 


4. Respecting students’ privacy, the instructor provides student’s record only to the student himself/herself on a one-
to-one basis either on-line, on phone, or face-to-face. He will not discuss one student’s case in front of others in 
any public forum. Thus, students must directly contact the instructor (not in class public forums), if they have 
questions about their own records, grades, or particular situations. 


5. The instructor encourages and welcomes questions and comments from all students, but he will not allow any 
particular student to intimidate other students or dominate the class discussion. 


6. Your Total Score will be penalized for repeated questions whose answers are already in the syllabus, class 
schedule, or course forums. 


7. The instructor respects religious holidays & may modify a deadline on an occasion. With our generous drop 
policy, however, there is usually no need for changes. Inform the instructor, if your religious holiday is not listed at 
UCF. 


8. Since our course materials are on-line, all students MUST check Course Mail, class Web Forums, and their e-
mails at least twice a day (once in the morning and once at nights) for new class announcements, news, and/or 
updates. 
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9. Without exceptions, ALL written (gradable) assignments, quizzes, and exams MUST be submitted to the 
Canvas System. The required format for writing sections is single-spaced format, black color font, New Times 
Roman font, and 10-point font size. You are responsible for grammar and spell checking your work. 


10. The Instructor may use students’ e-mail addresses from the UCF e-Community. Update your e-mail address at the 
Polaris (UCF Registration) system otherwise you may not receive certain messages. 


11. If you have a name change during the term, you must inform the instructor immediately, since UCF does not do 
that. 


12. Students should regularly check our Website Assignments Deadline page and avoid submitting assignments to 
Canvas System at the last minute. The Canvas System clock may be different from your own time, and that may 
lead students to miss a deadline. Late assignments are considered missed. No gradable assignment, quiz, or 
exam is accepted by e-mail or Course Mail. It is your responsibility to submit assignments before the Canvas 
System deadlines, Eastern Standard Time (EST). 


13. Any grade (or score) dispute or participation discrepancy must be resolved within a week from the day (and time) 
when scores are posted or the discrepancy has occurred. No late (or last minute) appeals will be considered. 


Texts 
The following book and materials are required for our class: 


Le Roy, Michael K. Research Methods in Political Science: An Introduction using MicroCase. 8th edition, Boston (MA); 
Wardsworth, 2013. ISBN: 978-1-133-30930-7. 


Additional reading materials will be available at our class Website. You may access them via our Class Website linked into 
each reading module. 


Rules of Conduct 
One of the University of Central Florida's most enduring academic traditions is its Rules of Conduct code. The instructor 
will carefully follow the code and expects all students to do the same. As The Golden Rule handbook clearly states, failure 
to comply with university rules may subject violator(s) to appropriate action by university authorities and/or appropriate 
civil authorities.  Serious violations of university rules will be recorded in the record of the student(s). 


UCF Disability Statement 
The university if Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all persons with disabilities. 
This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students with disabilities who need accommodations in this 
course must contact the professor at the beginning of the semester to discuss needed accommodations. No accommodations 
will be provided until the student has met with the professor to request accommodations. Students who need 
accommodations must be registered with Student Disability Services, Student Resource Center, Room 132, phone (407) 
823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting accommodations from the professor. 



http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/





Course Requirements & Grading System 
 


Your final grade is on a Point System. On purpose, I do not put letter grades on your assignments, 
quizzes, or tests to avoid misleading interpretations of your final grade. I also encourage students 
to avoid letter grade interpretation of their scores for each assignment or test. 


 


Our course is organized to create equal opportunity for students with different learning skills, so 
if students are not doing well with a particular course requirement, they can still earn enough 
points to get a desirable final grade. Moreover, there is an opportunity to earn up to 5 optional 
Extra Credit Points for the final grade. 


 


Criteria 
 


Points 


 


 
4 (out of 9) Required Quizzes (on-line), 5 points each 


 


 
20 points 


 


 
8 (out of 13) Required Assignments (from textbook in paper), 5 
points each (minus error points) 


 


 
40 points 


 


 
First or Second Midterm Exam (on-line), First Exam Required, Second 
Exam Optional, each exam 20 points 


 


 
20 points 


 


 
Final Exam (on-line), Required for all students 


 


 
20 points 


 


TOTAL (minus penalty points) 


 


 
100 points 


 


 
Extra Credit (on-line) 


 


 
5 points 


 


Note:  Students are required to attend our face-to-face class and participate in the class 
discussions. In fact, students who miss more than two weeks of class should expect to lose one 







point directly from their total score for each class session that they missed. This rule applies to 
both excused and unexcused absences. 


Individuals who are active by attending all class sessions, participating in Optional Forums, and 
helping other students in our Optional (Question and Technical) Forums are eligible for 
brownie points. In addition, if their final grade is on the borderline between two grades (e.g., A- 
& B+), their attendance and participation record is the key factor in my decision for a higher 
grade. 


 


Letter Grade Points 


A 93 – 100 points 


A- 90 – 92 points 


B+ 87 – 89 points 


B 83 – 86 points 


B- 80 – 82 points 


C+ 77 – 79 points 


C 73 – 76 points 


C- 70 – 72 points 


D+ 67 – 69 points 


D 63 – 66 points 


D- 60 – 62 points 


F 59 and below 


 


Since the grading is based on a simple point system, at any time during the term you should be 
able to add your earned points together to recognize your projected grade. Please feel free to 
contact the instructor directly, if you have any questions about your grade. 


 


The instructor will use the plus and minus grading system which allows for a more accurate and 
fair evaluation of student performance. The range for each grade is indicated in the table. 


 







Quizzes 
To learn about our course topic, one must understand diverse methodological issues in political 
science. To confirm that module (or lesson plane) readings are understood, there are NINE 
CLOSED-BOOK multiple choice on-line quizzes--each related to one reading module. Closed-
Book means that you are not supposed to use the reading materials while you take the quiz. 


 


Each quiz is worth 5 points (with 5 questions); and it covers all readings in one module. You 
have up to 5-minutes for each quiz. Depending on your Internet Connection to UCF, some 
students will get cut off at the 5-minute time limit, while others will be in time violation. I 
strongly suggest that you save and submit your answers before the 5th minute starts. Time 
violations are penalized by 1 point for each extra minute. 


 


Since UCF computer servers some nights go on backup (sometimes between 12 midnight to 
6am) and some students are cut off, our quizzes cannot be open for more than a day. Each 
required quiz is only open for one Thursday from 6:00am to 11:55pm, see the Quiz Schedule 
Page. Quizzes are designed for 2.5 minutes, but you have ONLY up to 5-minutes to complete 
each. The exceptions to this rule are the students registered with the UCF Student Disability 
Services. These students have double time for each quiz, based on UCF rules. However, the 
Disability Students MUST ask the UCF Disability Services to provide the instructor with 
documentations of their status in the VERY first week of the term. These students cannot use 
the extra time until the instructor receives the formal notification from UCF Disability Services. 


 


The quiz questions are multiple-choice and/or true-false in nature. Since there is no make-up for 
the quizzes, it is strongly recommended that students take all 9 quizzes and maximize their 
chance of higher total quiz score and avoid possible computer and network technical problems, 
which may lead to losing the opportunity to submit their quiz. To calculate students’ total quiz 
scores, however, the instructor will automatically drop their 5 lowest quiz scores and use only 
the top 4 out of their 9 quiz scores for each student. Students may earn up to a total of 20 points 
for their total quiz score. 


 


Note: For some students, quizzes seem more challenging than other assignments. The key issue 
for success on the quizzes is to master the readings. This means that you must fully repeat the 
readings at least 3 times, which is what I do while preparing for lectures. There is no shame in 
reading the materials 3 times. For those students, who do not master the readings, the 5-minute 
time limit will seem short. For those who do not master the readings, it is impossible to cheat on 
the quizzes, because Canvas System chooses 5 random questions (from a large question pool) for 
each student. No two quizzes are the same, because the question pool is large. Thus, even if a 
few students take the same quiz together, they will have different sets of quiz questions within 







their own 5-minute. Moreover, the quizzes may seem to get harder, as the term moves on, so 
there is no choice, but to master (or comprehend, not memorize) the assigned readings.  


 


Exams 
There are 3 exams (First and Second Midterm Exams as well as Final Exam) throughout this 
term. These are all CLOSED-BOOK on-line exams. In a Closed-Book test, you may mention 
our text or lecture materials (only from your memory), but you do NOT directly “quote” text or 
lectures (with page numbers of the readings). You also do NOT document your writing. 
Documenting is citing the authors along with page numbers. In a closed-book test, quoting and 
documenting is considered plagiarism, which is a punishable act based on UCF rules. 


 


Each exam covers about one-third of the course materials. All students are required to take 
the First Midterm Exam. Those who do not do well on the First test (or Exam 1) are then 
required to take the Second Midterm Exam (or Exam 2). For these two midterm exams, the 
instructor drops the lowest score for each student, but he firmly suggests that students take both 
midterm exams to maximize their Midterm score. If you miss the First or Second Midterm Exam, 
it will automatically drop as your lowest score. However, the First or Second Midterm Exam is 
NOT a replacement for the Final Exam. The Final Exam is REQUIRED for all students without 
an exception. The Final Exam covers the last third of the term. There is NO make-up for the 
Final Exam, so students must take it as scheduled, on the Quiz Schedule page. 


 


Regarding format, each exam will provide equal opportunity to students with different learning 
abilities. In this regard, each exam has 3 parts: Objective Questions, Short-Answers, and 
Essay Questions. In the First Part of the exam, there will be 7 objective questions (consist of 
multiple and/or true-false questions), each worth 1 point. There are no choices in this part and all 
questions must be answered. The Second Part of the exam consists of short-answer questions, 
each of which can be answered briefly in one sentence. In this part, students have options, and are 
required to answer only 2 questions, not more and not less. There will be a penalty for answering 
more or less than 2 questions in this part. Each short-answer question is worth 3 points for a total 
of 6 points. The Third Part of the exam is made of essay questions. Students have options and 
are required to answer only one essay question, which is worth 7 points, including 2 points for 
the essay outline. Organize your thoughts and write down an outline (similar to my lecture 
outlines) with at least 5 Roman Numerals (subdivided into at least a couple of points) before 
starting the essay. For this outline, the First and Last Roman Numerals refer to the Introduction 
and Conclusion sections. The other three Roman Numerals must relate to the other three mini 
questions inside your essay question. The outline is worth only 2 points, so take it seriously. 


The essay must be an extensive answer (at least 500 words in length), which will be evaluated 
based on following criteria: clarity, content, organization, comprehensiveness, argument 
quality, and supporting evidence (facts and examples). Before submitting exam, essay answer 







must be single-spaced format, New Times Roman font, black color font, and 10-point font size. 
You are responsible for grammar and spell checking your work. There is penalty for violation 
of these rules. Hint: Use at least a separate paragraph for each of your Roman Numerals. 


 


Since UCF computer servers some nights go on backup (sometimes between 12 midnight to 
6am) and some students are cut off, our quizzes cannot be open for more than a day. Each 
required quiz is only open for one Thursday from 6:00am to 11:55pm, see the Quiz Schedule 
Page. Exams are designed for 45 minutes, but you have ONLY up to 60-minutes to complete 
each. The exceptions to this rule are the students registered with the UCF Student Disability 
Services. These students have double time for each exam, based on UCF rules. However, the 
Disability Students MUST ask the UCF Disability Services to provide the instructor with 
documentations of their status in the VERY first week of the term. These students cannot use 
the extra time until the instructor receives the formal notification from UCF Disability Services. 


 


Canvas System does not save your answers, if you violate the time even by a micro second. 
Depending on your Internet Connection to UCF, some students will get cut off at the 60-minute 
time limit, while others will be in time violation. I strongly suggest that you save and submit your 
answers before the 60th minute starts. Time violations are penalized by 1 point for each extra 
minute. 


 


Extra Credit 
There is one Optional Extra Credit opportunity worth 5 points throughout the term. This Extra 
Credit is a Quiz that covers a number of Optional Reading Assignments in Module 12 at the end 
of the term. This quiz has the same format and requirements as a regular quiz, so read the Quiz 
section. The Extra Credit Quiz is listed on the Quiz Page of our website in addition to our Class 
Schedule. Like regular quizzes, the Extra Credit Quiz has only 5 questions; and you have only 5 
minutes to complete the Extra Credit Quiz.  


 


Since UCF computer servers some nights go on backup (sometimes between 12 midnight to 
6am) and some students are cut off, our quizzes cannot be open for more than a day. Each 
required quiz is only open for one Thursday from 6:00am to 11:55pm, see the Quiz Schedule 
Page. Quizzes are designed for 2.5 minutes, but you have ONLY up to 5-minutes to complete 
each. The exceptions to this rule are the students registered with the UCF Student Disability 
Services. These students have double time for each quiz, based on UCF rules. However, the 
Disability Students MUST ask the UCF Disability Services to provide the instructor with 
documentations of their status in the VERY first week of the term. These students cannot use 
the extra time until the instructor receives the formal notification from UCF Disability Services. 


 







Again, the Canvas System may either cut you off or keep you in time violation (depending on 
your Internet Connection to UCF). I suggest that you save and submit this quiz before the 5th 
minute. There is penalty point for time violations. One point is subtracted for each extra minute 
beyond 5 minutes. Disability Students have double time for Extra Credit Quiz, based on UCF 
rules. 


 


Attendance & Participation 
For the face-to-face students (in E, M, or V courses), attendance is required and is not a 
substitute for participation without an exception. For the face-to-face students, I check their 
attendance record to see if they qualify for a higher final grade. I treat each student on a case-by-
case basis. Those with no (or 2) absences get more help from me. By the way, late arrivals 
(even by a couple of minutes) are considered rude and unprofessional. Two late arrivals are equal 
to one absence. If you have excessive absences, you are strongly encouraged to complete the 
Extra Credit Quiz (worth 5 points). 


 


For the on-line students (in W or V courses), I look at their on-line participation record in 
our Optional Forums. I also see how often they help their peers or share useful information with 
our class. Those who have a strong record will get my help for a higher final grade in our class. If 
your participation record is weak, you are strongly encouraged to complete the Extra Credit Quiz 
(worth 5 points). 


 


What do I mean by participation? Participation means students actively contributing to 
weekly course discussions following my instructions, and helping their peers. Students may 
present explanation, opinion, or relevant comments about an issue. However, simply asking 
questions or bombarding the instructor with emails (whose answers are already in the 
syllabus) is NOT considered participation. 


 


In fact, student who ask questions whose answers are already in the syllabus will be considered 
disengaged (in the class), and their participation record will be penalized. Students, who want a 
better participation record, should gain recognition from the instructor by actively contributing to 
the discussions (on time and before the deadlines). 


 


In this course, there are 3 Optional forums: Questions, Tech Help, and “From the Grape Wine.” 
Students who want recognition for their activities should help their peers in these Optional 
Forums. 


 







I expect ALL my students (without an exception) to attend and participate on time in our Class 
Sessions each week. In fact, students who miss more than two weeks class sessions should 
expect to lose one point directly from their Total Score for each extra session that they miss. 
This rule applies to both excused and unexcused absences. 


 


Are there any weekly participation grades? You will not receive weekly scores or grades for 
your attendance, participation, or postings.  The attendance record remains with the instructor, 
your participation on the optional forums are considered public record in our website. Your 
helpful comments to your peers in form of postings in our optional forums remain as class record 
in our website. 


 


From your Total Scores, I subtract Penalty Points for: (1) Extra absences; (2) Failures to 
follow class rules (listed in our Website and my e-mails); and (3) Disengagement in our course 
(failures to answer my questions during class discussions). 


 


To encourage good academic behavior, individuals who are active by their excellent attendance 
record, extensive contributions to Class Discussion and Forums, helping other students in our 
Question & Technical Help Forums, and participating in Optional Forums are eligible for my 
assistance to their final grade, when their total scores fall on the borderline between two grades 
(such as A- & B+). Their active participation record will be the key factor influencing my 
decision for a higher grade. 


 


PLEASE Note: The instructor may subtract points from the final total score of those students 
who repeatedly violate syllabus rules throughout the term. Such violations include: not using 
Course Mail, asking questions whose answers are already in the syllabus, and repeating errors for 
which they had received my comments. 


 


Other Assignments 
If the students take a laid back attitude towards the readings or the class discussion, the instructor 
may assign additional oral and/or written assignments in form of reports or research projects to 
stimulate participation.   


 


Make-Up Policy 
Theoretically, there are no make-ups for our assignments, quizzes, or exams. However, I drop 
5 (out of 13) required assignments, 5 (out of 9) required quizzes, and one (out of 2) required 
midterm exams for each student throughout the term. Thus, many students consider my “drop 







system” as a very generous make-up policy. Remember that the First Exam is required for all 
without an exception, and First/Second Midterm Exams can be a replacement for each other only. 
However, the First and/or the Second Midterm Exams are NOT a replacement for the Final 
Exam. Also, there is no make-up for the Final Exam or the optional Extra Credit Quiz. 


 


Technical Challenges 
Unless there is a well-documented UCF computer, server, or network crash at one of the 
UCF locations, the responsibility of the technical problem is fully with the students. 


 


It is partially due to Tech Problems that we have such a generous drop policy in our course to 
minimize the impact Tech Problems. To avoid Tech Problems, I encourage the students to use 
UCF computers and Internet Network located at any of 10 different area campuses located in 
Central Florida region, if they can. This is especially important for Exams and Quizzes, which 
are open only for one day (Thursday 6:00am till 11:55pm). You have a full week for each 
weekly required assignment, so if you cannot connect to our Website one day, you can try it later. 


In fact, one reason that our quizzes and exam are available only from 6am till 11:55pm is that 
many of the UCF computers, servers, and network go to a backup (or repair) process between 12 
(midnight) and 6am. The 6:00am-11:55pm activity time decreases the chance of students being 
cut off from the UCF during an exam or a quiz. Moreover, there is statistically less chance of 
computer crashes on Thursdays, so all our Exam and Quizzes are available ONLY on Thursdays. 


 


Since different students use different equipment, software, and networks, it is the students’ 
responsibility to make sure that their system is compatible with UCF and Canvas server to avoid 
Technical Problems. For this information, please check the Technical Support button on the first 
menu of our Course Website, especially please do the “Browser Check.” 


 


Based on our recent experience, here are some useful suggestions: 


1. If you can, use UCF computers and network, instead of less secure home (or office) service. 
 
2. If you have the option, use wired instead of wireless services that tend to cut off occasionally. 
 
3. Use reliable Internet Browsers that have no problems with UCF network. 
 
4. Avoid internet pick time to take your quizzes and exams. 
 
5. Temporarily, suspend your computer Fire Walls, when you connect with UCF to take a test. 
 
6. Do NOT give to other students your PID & NID numbers or username & passwords. 







 
7. If you can, use UCF labs, to have an authorized witness, if a local crash occurs. 
 
8. If you use your peer’s computer to take our quizzes (or exams), then you must login to  
MyUCF or WebCourses, after your peer computer has been off (for at least 3 minutes). 
Violators may experience Tech Problem, and their scores automatically go to ZERO.  
 
9. If you have any Technical Problem, please contact UCF Online Support about 
Webcourses@UCF tech issues at: http://learn.ucf.edu/support/  







 


 


POS3703 Class Schedule & Assignments 


Fall 2013 
Date Topic Reading & Assignments 


 


Mon 8/19/13 


 


UCF Semester Begins 


 


UCF Fall Term officially begins 


Tues 8/20 Module 0: 
Course Orientation 


Read:   
• Instructor’s Welcome & Orientation Postings 
• Syllabus, Class Schedule, & All Instructor’s 


Postings on All Forums in Discussion Section 
• NOTE: Reading class rules is important, since 


all quizzes cover them. Your violation of class 
rules leads to participation penalty points for the 
lack of FULL engagement in our class. 


Assignments: 
• In-Class Course Instructions. 
• Lecture on the Political Science Background  
• Confirm your access to course by replying to 


instructor’s “I am” Message in the Last Forum 
under Discussion Button 


• Complete the Student Background Survey. 
• NOTE: You must always use our Course Mail 


for e-mailing Dr. Sadri and the Class Teaching 
Assistant (TA) 


 
Thurs 8/22 Module 0: 


Course Orientation 
Assignments: 
• In-Class Lecture 


New Students’ Assignments: 
• Confirm your access to course by replying to 


instructor’s “I am” Message in the Last Forum 
under Discussion Button 


• Complete the Student Background Survey, if 
you have not done it yet. 


• Module 0 assignments are due today by 23:55. 
• NOTE: You must always use our Course Mail 


for e-mailing Dr. Sadri and the Class Teaching 
Assistant (TA) 
 


Thurs 8/22  Late Registration: Drop period ends today 


Friday 8/23  Late Registration: Add period ends today 







 


 


Tues 8/27 
 


Module 1: General 
Research Process   


Read:   
• Complete ALL required readings based on 


the list in this module’s description: Le Roy, 
Chapter 1 


 
Assignments:   
• In-Class Lecture & Discussion 


Thurs 8/29 Module 1:  General 
Research Process   


Assignments:   
• Quiz 1: available only today 6:00am-11:55pm 


(covering All Module 1 Readings & Syllabus) 
• Assignment 1 Due Date, at 11:55pm, upload 


as PDF to Website, Assignments Page 
• Weekly Optional Survey Opens today 
 


Tues 9/3 Module 2:  
Measurement One: 
Basic ideas 


Read:   
• Complete ALL required readings based on 


the list in this module’s description: Le Roy, 
Chapters 2 & 3 


 
Assignments:   
• In-Class Lecture & Discussion 


Thurs 9/5 Module 2:  
Measurement Two: 
Types of Data 
 


Assignments:   
• Quiz 2: available only today 6:00am-11:55pm 


(covering All Module 2 Readings & Syllabus) 
• Assignments 2 & 3 Due Date, at 11:55pm, 


upload as PDF to Website, Assignments Page 
• Weekly Optional Survey Opens today 


 
Tues 9/10 
 


Module 3:   
Variables & Variation  
 
 


Read:   
• Complete ALL required readings based on 


the list in this module’s description: Le Roy, 
Chapter 4 


 
Assignments:   
• In-Class Lecture & Discussion 


Thurs 9/12 Module 3:   
Variables & Variation  
 


Assignments:   
• Quiz 3: available only today 6:00am-11:55pm 


(covering All Module 3 Readings & Syllabus) 
• Assignment 4 Due Date, at 11:55pm, upload 


as PDF to Website, Assignments Page 
• Weekly Optional Survey Opens today 


 
Tues 9/17 
 


 
Module 4:  
First Midterm Exam 
 
 


 
Review Assignment: 
• Review all your required readings & notes 
• Post any questions you have about the materials 


& exam on our Question Forum 
• Read questions by your peers on the Question 


Forum, reply to them, and try to answer their 







 


 


questions. They may do the same for you. 
• Instructor is available during his Office Hours in 


Phillips Hall, Room 302 for assistance 
 


Thurs 9/19 
 


Module 4:  
First Midterm Day 
 


Assignments: 
• First Midterm Exam Day is on-line.  
• No Class Today: Our Exam is available ONLY 


today from 6:00am to 23:55 at course website 
(covering Modules 1-3). 


 
Tues 9/24 
 
 


Module 5:   
Hypothesis & 
Sampling 


Read:   
• Complete ALL required readings based on 


the list in this module’s description: Le Roy, 
Chapter 5 & 6 


 
Assignments:   
• In-Class Lecture & Discussion 


 
 
Thurs 9/26 
 


 
Module 5:   
Hypothesis & 
Sampling  


 
Assignments:   
• Quiz 4: available only today 6:00am-11:55pm 


(covering All Module 5 Readings & Syllabus) 
• Assignment 5 & 6 Due Date, at 11:55pm, 


upload as PDF to Website, Assignments Page 
• Weekly Optional Survey Opens today 


 
Tues 10/1 
 
 


Module 6:   
Data Prep 
 


Read:   
• Complete ALL required readings based on 


the list in this module’s description: Le Roy, 
Chapter 7 


 
Assignments:   
• In-Class Lecture & Discussion 


 
Thurs 10/3 Module 6:   


Data Prep 
 


Assignments:   
• Quiz 5: available only today 6:00am-11:55pm 


(covering All Module 6 Readings & Syllabus) 
• Assignment 7 Due Date, at 11:55pm, upload  
as PDF to Website, Assignments Page 
• Weekly Optional Survey Opens today 
 


Tues 10/8 
 


Module 7: 
Descriptive Stats 
 


Read:   
• Complete ALL required readings based on 


the list in this module’s description: Le Roy, 
Chapter 8 


 
Assignments:   
• In-Class Lecture & Discussion 


 







 


 


Thurs 10/10 
 
 


Module 7: 
Descriptive Stats 
 


Assignments:   
• Quiz 6: available only today 6:00am-11:55pm 


(covering All Module 7 Readings & Syllabus) 
• Assignment 8 Due Date, at 11:55pm, upload 


as PDF to Website, Assignments Page 
• Weekly Optional Survey Opens today  
 


Tues 10/15 Module 8:  
Second Midterm Exam 


Review Assignment: 
• Review all your required readings & notes 
• Post any questions you have about the materials 


& exam on our Question Forum 
• Read questions by your peers on the Question 


Forum, reply to them, and try to answer their 
questions. They may do the same for you. 


• Instructor is available during his Office Hours in 
(Orlando Campus) Phillips Hall, Room 302 for 
assistance 


 
Thurs 10/17 Module 8:  


Second Midterm Exam 
Day 


Assignments: 
• Second Midterm Exam Day is on-line.  
• No Class Today: Our Exam is available ONLY 


today from 6:00am to 23:55 at course website 
(covering Modules 5-7). 


 
Tues 10/22 
 
 


Module 9-1:  Cross-
Tabulation & Testing 
Significance 
 
 
Part 1: Cross-
Tabulation 
 


Read:   
• Complete ALL required readings based on 


the list in this module’s description: Le Roy, 
Chapter 9 


 
Assignments:   
• In-Class Lecture & Discussion 


 
Thurs 10/24 Module 9-1:  Cross-


Tabulation & Testing 
Significance 
 
Part 1: Cross-
Tabulation 
 


Assignments: 
• Assignment 9 Due Date, at 11:55pm, upload 


as PDF to Website, Assignments Page 
• Weekly Optional Survey Opens  


 
 


 
Mon 10/28 
 


  
UCF Course Withdrawal Deadline 


Tues 10/29 
 


Module 9-2:  Cross-
Tabulation & Testing 
Significance 
 
 
Part 2: Testing 
Significance 


Read:   
• Complete ALL required readings based on 


the list in this module’s description: Le Roy, 
Chapter 10 


 
Assignments:   
• In-Class Lecture & Discussion 







 


 


 
Thurs 10/31 Module 9-2:  Cross-


Tabulation & Testing 
Significance 
 
Part 2: Testing 
Significance 


Assignments:   
• Quiz 7: available only today 6:00am-11:55pm 


(covering All Module 9 Readings & Syllabus) 
• Assignment 10 Due Date, at 11:55pm, upload 


as PDF to Website, Assignments Page 
 


• Weekly Optional Survey Opens today 
 
 
 


Tues 11/5 
 


Module 10:   
Controlling for a Third 
Variable 


Read:   
• Complete ALL required readings based on 


the list in this module’s description: Le Roy, 
Chapter 11  


 
Assignments:   
• In-Class Lecture & Discussion 


 
Thurs 11/7 
 
 


Module 10:   
Controlling for a Third 
Variable 


Assignments:    
• Quiz 8: available only today 6:00am-11:55pm 


(covering All Module 10 Readings & 
Syllabus) 


• Assignment 11 Due Date, at 11:55pm, upload 
as PDF to Website, Assignments Page 


• Weekly Optional Survey Opens today 
 


Tues 11/12 
 


Module 11-Part 1: 
Correlations & the 
Overall Process 
 
 
Part 1: Correlations 
 


Read:   
• Complete ALL required readings based on 


the list in this module’s description: Le Roy, 
Chapter 12 


 
Assignments:   
• In-Class Lecture & Discussion 


 
 
Thurs 11/14 


 
Module 11-Part 1: 
Correlations & the 
Overall Process 
 
Part 1: Correlations 
 


 
Assignments: 
• Assignment 12 Due Date, at 11:55pm, upload 


as PDF to Website, Assignments Page 
• Weekly Optional Survey Opens today 


 
 


Tues 11/19 
 
 


Module 11-Part 2: 
Correlations & the 
Overall Process  
 
 
Part 2: Overall Process 
 


Read:   
• Complete ALL required readings based on 


the list in this module’s description: Le Roy, 
Chapter 13 


 
Assignments:   
• In-Class Lecture & Discussion 







 


 


 
 
 
Thurs 11/21 
 


 
 
Module 11-Part 2: 
Correlations & the 
Overall Process  
 
Part 2: Overall Process 
 


 


Assignments:   
• Quiz 9: available only today 6:00am-11:55pm 


(covering Module 11 Readings & Syllabus) 
• Assignment 13 Due Date, at 11:55pm, upload 


as PDF to Website, Assignments Page 
• Weekly Optional Survey Opens today 


 


 
Tues 11/26 
 


 
Module 12: Extra 
Credit & Final Exam 
 
Part 1: Optional Extra 
Credit Assignment 


 
Optional Extra Credit Readings:   
Read:   
• Complete ALL optional readings based on 


the list in this module’s description 
 
Optional Assignment: 
Read:   
• Your Optional Reading is due by 9:00am 


Tuesday morning. 
 
In-Class Review Assignment: 
• Review all your required readings & notes 
• Post any questions you have about the materials 


& exam on our Question Forum 
• Read questions by your peers on the Question 


Forum, reply to them, and try to answer their 
questions. They may do the same for you. 


• Instructor is available during his Office Hours in 
(Orlando Campus) Phillips Hall, Room 302 for 
assistance 


 
 
Thurs 11/28 
 


 
Module 12: Extra 
Credit & Final Exam 
 
Part 1: Optional Extra 
Credit Quiz 


 
No Class: The Thanksgiving Holiday 


Optional Assignment: 
• Optional Extra Credit Quiz: available only 


today 6:00am-11:55pm (covering only Optional 
Extra Credit Readings) 


 
NOTE: Due to the National 
Holiday Required Assignments 
Move to next Tuesday 
 


Tues 12/3 
 


Module 12: Extra 
Credit & Final Exam 
 


On-Line Review Assignment: 
• No Class Today  
• Review all your required readings & notes 







 


 


Part 2: Final Exam • Post any questions you may have about our 
readings and exam on Question Forum 


• Instructor available during extended Office 
Hours in (Orlando Campus) Phillips Hall, Room 
302 for assistance 


 
Optional Assignment: 
• Optional Extra Credit Quiz: available only 


today 6:00am-11:55pm (covering only Optional 
Extra Credit Readings) 


 
 
Thurs 12/5 
 


 
Module 12: Extra 
Credit & Final Exam 
 
Part 2: Final Exam: 
The Exam Day 


 
Assignments: 
• Final Exam Day is on-line.  
• No Class Today: Our Final Exam is available 


ONLY today from 6:00am to 23:55 at course 
website (covering Modules 9-11). 
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POS 4603 Fall 2013 Syllabus 
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AMERICAN CONSTITUTIONAL LAW I 
POS 4603 - FALL 2013 


3.0 Credit Hours 
 


ADJUNCT PROFESSOR JONATHAN SUH, ESQ. 
 


GENERAL INFORMATION 
 


(1) Office Location & Office Hours: 
 


I do not maintain a UCF-office location.  All messages should be referred 
either through the Political Science Department; via email to 
Jonathan.Suh@ucf.edu. Please, no need for any formalities – feel free to 
address me by Jon or Jonathan. 


 
(2) Required Texts: 
 


Constitutional Law for a Changing America: Institutional Powers and 
Constraints, by Lee Epstein & Thomas G. Walker (8th Edition) – including 
any supplemental card that allows for online access for recent case law. If 
any cases cannot be found in-text, they are either easily found via the 
interwebs or their locations are mentioned herein. 
 
Constitution of the United States of America 


 
(3) Optional Texts: 
 


Additional readings will be announced and/or distributed in class.  In 
particular, these readings will focus on rulings from the most recent 
Supreme Court term(s), and articles regarding civil rights, liberties and other 
relevant constitutional matters. 
 
For example: 
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/12/31/opinion/lets-give-up-on-the-
constitution.html?ref=opinion 
 
Please also keep abreast of the current news regarding major constitutional 
or legal issues. As you know, the Supreme Court heard several major cases 
last term. 


 
(4) Grading System: 
 
 Mini-Exam:  10% 
 Mid-Term Essay Examination:  30% 
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 Final Examination:  40% 
 Class Participation and Attendance:  20% 
 


Please note the potential significance of classroom attendance and 
participation.  Ultimately, 20% of the overall course grade will rely upon 
these factors.  Therefore, it is highly recommended that serious effort be 
dedicated to participating in any and all interactive review of reading 
assignments, and in-class discussion topics.  I am serious – your final grade 
will be impacted by your class participation or lack thereof. 
 
It is expected that every assigned case will be properly briefed prior to class.  
Students will be properly briefed prior to class.  Students will be randomly 
selected to discuss various cases. The class is not meant to replicate the 
exact trauma depicted in Scott Turow’s classic “1L,” but a small dosage of 
uncertainty may be healthy. You may choose to complete such on large 
index cards, divided into the following sections: 
 
(a)  Case Name and Year; 
(b)  Name of the Supreme Court Justice authoring the Opinion of the Court; 
(c)  Facts; 
(d)  Issues; 
(e)  Holding(s); 
(f)  Rationale; 
(g)  Significant Concurrences and/or Dissents. 
 
Trust me:  your case brief should not exceed the space provided on a large 
index card. 
 
There will be three (3) examinations:  a mini-exam (multiple choice); a mid-
term exam; and a final exam.  It is anticipated that this method is consistent 
with a scheme adopted by law school professors.  Similarly, the mid-term 
and final exams will likely be entirely essay.  The final exam will 
incorporate not only subjects from the second half of the course, but 
potentially earlier course principles.  By all means, students are expected to 
be original, even innovative in their answers to examination questions.  
Critical thinking skills are key to success in this course. 
 
I do award grades based upon a +/- scale.  However, I do so in a way that I 
believe will benefit the individual student.  I will generally award plus (+) 
grades (e.g., B+, C+), when students meet those particular averages.  I will 
only give minus (-) grades when a student falls (by perhaps a few-tenths of a 
percentage point) to the next lower grade but perhaps merits consideration 
for something more.  For example, if a student averages 79.8 for his/her 
course grade, I am willing to consider ‘bumping’ the grade up from a C+ to 
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a B-. Grades during the semester will be given in class. Your final grade will 
be posted through traditional means. 
 


(5) Make-up Exam Policy: 
 
 Students will not be allowed to make-up any exams without my prior 
 permission. 


 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 


 
Constitutional law addresses the contents of the U.S. Constitution and the 
interpretation of those contents.  We will look at the organization of the U.S. 
Government (i.e. the distribution and execution of those powers); and the 
relations between the Government and persons under its jurisdiction (i.e., 
under the Bill of Rights).  Under our system, the chief problems of 
constitutional law center on the basic matter of judicial review, on relations 
between and among the three (3) branches of government, on the federal 
system’s distribution of powers between the federal and state governments, 
and on the restrictions or limitation on government in either procedural or 
substantive (e.g., due process) contexts. 
 
This course is primarily for the beginning student in constitutional law. 
 
How does constitutional law relate to the study of political science?  You 
will tell me, and hence the student shall become the teacher. 
 
Alexis de Tocqueville:  “Scarcely any political question arises in the United 
States that is not resolved, sooner or later, into a judicial question.”  
Democracy in America, Phillips Bradley ed. (New York:  Vintage 1945), V. 
1: 290. 
 


COURSE OBJECTIVES 
 


The objective of this course is to introduce you to the important role that the 
United States Constitution has in orienting American politics and 
governance.  With this end in mind, we will explore the Constitution, its 
various interpretations, and the role of the judiciary in constitutional 
application, examples of the influence it has had on the function of 
government, and the case law that has emanated from its interpretation. The 
focus of this course is more than the memorization of cases and 
constitutional principles.  Hopefully, this class will contribute to the 
development of your analytical and reasoning skills; the strengthening of 
your reading comprehension; the expansion of your vocabulary and verbal 
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expression; the improvement of your writing skills; and the heightening of 
your personal expectations and discipline. 
 


TENTATIVE COURSE OUTLINE 
** Cases Listed Are Not All-Inclusive ** 


** Scheduling is Subject to Change at Professor’s Sole Discretion ** 
 
Thursday, August 22 
 


• Introduction to the U.S. Constitution 
• Understanding the U.S. Supreme Court 
• Institutional Authority 
• The Supreme Court in Jeopardy? 


 
Thursday, August 29 
 
Class Cancelled Due to Handegg 
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 Of course, there’s still reading assigned: 
 
 Chapter 2 – The Judiciary 
 
 Establishment of the Federal Judiciary/Judicial Review 
 


• Marbury v. Madison 
• Martin v. Hunter’s Lessee 
• Eakin v. Raub 


 
 Constraints on the Judicial Power: Article III 
 


• Ex parte McCardle 
• Hamdan v. Rumsfeld 
• Baker v. Carr 
• Nixon v. U.S. 
• Flast v. Cohen 
• Hein v. Freedom From Religion Foundation, Inc.  
• Elk Grove Unified School District v. Newdow (look on interwebs) 
• Massachusetts v. EPA (look on interwebs) 
• Summers v. Earth Island Institute (look on interwebs) 


 
Thursday, September 5 
 
Chapter 3 – The Legislature 
 
Congressional Authority over Internal Affairs: Institutional  
Independence & Integrity 
 


• Powell v. McCormack 
• U.S. Term Limits, Inc. v. Thornton 
• Gravel v. U.S. 


 
 Sources and Scope of Legislative Powers 
 


• McCulloch v. Maryland 
• McGrain v. Daugherty 
• Watkins v. U.S. 
• Barenblatt v. U.S. 
• U.S. v. Curtiss-Wright Export Corp. 
• South Carolina v. Katzenbach 
• NAMUDNO v. Holder (via the interwebs) 
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Thursday, September 12 
 
Chapter 4 – The Executive 
 
Article II: Basic Considerations 
 


• Bush v. Gore 
 


The Contours of Presidential Power 
 


• In re Neagle 
 


Domestic Powers of the President 
 


• Clinton v. City of New York 
• Morrison v. Olson 
• Myers v. U.S. 
• Humphrey’s Executor v. U.S. 


 
Thursday, September 19 
 
The ‘Am I Getting It’ Mini-Exam 
 
Domestic Powers of the President (continued) 
 


• U.S. v. Nixon 
• Mississippi v. Johnson 
• Nixon v. Fitzgerald 
• Clinton v. Jones 
• Ex parte Grossman 
• Murphy v. Ford 


 
The President and Foreign Policy 


 
• U.S. v. Curtiss-Wright Export Corp. 


 
Thursday, September 26 
 
Chapter 5 – The Separation of Powers System in Action 
 
Domestic Powers 


 
• Mistretta v. U.S. 
• I.N.S. v. Chadha 
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• Bowsher v. Synar 
 


Presidential Power During War and National Emergencies 
 


• The Prize Cases 
• Ex parte Milligan 
• Ex parte Quirin 
• Korematsu v. U.S. 
• Youngstown Sheet & Tube Co. v. Sawyer 
• Dames & Moore v. Regan 
• Hamdi v. Rumsfeld 
• Rasul v. Bush 
• Hamdan v. Rumsfeld 
• Boumediene v. Bush 


 
Thursday, October 3 
 
Mid-Term Essay Examination (Due Date:  October 17, 2013 by 6:00 p.m. 
EST, via email or hand delivery in class) 
 
REVIEW 


 
Thursday, October 10 
 
Chapter 6 - Federalism  
 
The Doctrinal Cycle of Nation-State Relations 
 


• McCulloch v. Maryland 
• Dred Scott v. Sandford 
• Hammer v. Dagenhart 
• U.S. v. Darby Lumber 
• National League of Cities v. Usery 
• Garcia v. San Antonio Metropolitan Transit Authority 
• N.Y. v. U.S. 
• Printz v. U.S. 


 
Thursday, October 17 


 
The Eleventh Amendment 
 


• Alden v. Maine 
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New Judicial Federalism 
 


• Michigan v. Long 
 


National Preemption of State Laws 
 


• State of Missouri v. Holland 
• Crosby v. National Foreign Trade Council 
• Pennsylvania v. Nelson 


 
Thursday, October 24 


 
 Chapter 7 – The Commerce Power 
 


Foundations of the Commerce Power 
 


• Gibbons v. Ogden 
 


The Supreme Court and the New Deal 
 


• NLRB v. Jones & Laughlin Steel Corp. 
• Wickard v. Fillburn 


 
 Limits on Commerce Power: The Republican Court Era 
 


• U.S. v. Lopez 
• U.S. v. Morrison 
• Gonzalez v. Raich 
• National Federation of Independent Business v. Sebelius 


 
Thursday, October 31 
 
CATCH-UP DAY/OPEN 
Any new reading material will be provided in advance 


 
Thursday, November 7 


 
CATCH-UP DAY/OPEN 
Any new reading material will be provided in advance 


 
Thursday, November 14 
 


 Pre-Final Q&A and In-Class Review 
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Final Essay Examination (Due Thursday, November 28, 2013, at 6:00PM) 
 
Thursday, November 21 
 
Class Cancelled Due to Handegg 
 


 
 
Thursday, November 28 


 
 LAST DAY OF CLASS 
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CONSTITUTIONAL LAW STUDENT’S CODE OF PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY 
 


Above all, this course encompasses the following fundamental aspects of personal 
responsibility: 
 
·  Commitment: the level of dedicated action(s) you continue to take after your 
enthusiasm for an enterprise stops. 
 
·  Accountability: taking full responsibility for your actions by owning up to the 
negative or failed results, taking action to make up for it to the person(s) you let 
down, and learning what you did wrong so that it doesn't occur again. 
 
·  Maturity: how well you are able to resist an irresistible impulse and instead have 
and exercise judgment and do the reasonable thing. In the brain we refer to this as 
exercising one's executive function. 
 
·  Honesty: this is simply telling the truth according to the facts as you understand 
them. You know honesty is best, when you tell a lie. Pathological liars lie 
whenever they are trying to get their way and take advantage of a situation. 
Compulsive liars lie both when they are trying to get their way and when they are 
trying to get out of facing the consequences of their actions. 
 
·  Forthrightness: this is coming forward and telling the truth and revealing untruths 
that you become aware of. It is believing and following Justice Louis Brandeis’ 
words: "Sunlight is the greatest disinfectant." 
 
·  Character: what you do when you are frustrated, angry, annoyed, afraid and/or 
bored and nobody is watching and your chance of getting caught is close to nil. 
 
·  Sacrifice: what you do unto others who will not (immediately) be able to pay you 
back by doing unto you. 
 
·  Compassion: what you feel unto others who will not be able to do more than say, 
"Thank you." 
 
·  Thinking ahead and planning: overcoming the aversion to anything that causes 
you to forego immediate gratification. 
 
·  Listening: and then pausing to consider what you've heard before rejecting it, 
tuning out or competing with it (a skill every generation needs to learn). 
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FINAL COURSE NOTES: 


 
I AM REASSURING YOU, IN THE BODY OF THIS SYLLABUS, OF MY 
REASONABLE AVAILABILITY THROUGHOUT THE SEMESTER.  I MAKE 
GREAT EFFORTS TO BE CONTINUOUSLY AVAILABLE FOR STUDENT 
QUESTIONS AND CONCERNS.  IT IS INCUMBENT UPON YOU TO ASK 
QUESTIONS AND SEEK ASSISTANCE.  THIS COURSE IS ABOUT SELF-
RESPONSIBILITY AND LEARNING TO EXERCISE CRITICAL THINKING 
AND ADVANCED WRITING SKILLS. PLUS, I DO NOT READ MINDS. 
 
I CONDUCT REVIEW SESSIONS FOR BOTH THE MIDTERM AND FINAL 
EXAMS.  THIS OCCURS ON THE SAME EVENING AS THE DISTRIBUTION 
OF THE EXAMS. THESE REVIEWS WILL NOT UNLOCK THE KEYS TO THE 
UNIVERSE, NOR WILL THEY SUBSTITUTE FOR SELF-STUDY AND 
PREPARATION. 
 
I DO NOT NEGOTIATE GRADES.  I COMMIT TO GRADING EACH PAPER 
FAIRLY.  HOWEVER IMPRESSED I MAY BE WITH YOUR COGENT 
ARGUMENTS, YOUR GRADE WILL BE CONTINGENT UPON YOUR 
ASSESSED EFFORTS. 
 
I DO AWARD EXTRA CREDIT.  THE EXTRA CREDIT WILL BE AWARDED 
FOR ALL EXAMS WITH ME DECLARING TO WHICH EXAM ANY EXTRA 
CREDIT WILL BE ASSIGNED.  I REQUIRE ACTUAL PROOF IN ORDER TO 
AWARD SUCH EXTRA CREDIT.  THIS SEMESTER, EXTRA CREDIT WILL BE 
APPLIED AS FOLLOWS: 
 


 BLOOD/PLATELET DONATION OR FOUR (4) HOURS OF 
APPROVED, NON-POLITICAL, COMMUNITY SERVICE WORK – 5 
POINTS EXTRA CREDIT VALUE ON MINI-EXAM; 


 POTENTIALLY, ATTENDANCE AT A CAMPUS EVENT(S) TO BE 
LATER DESIGNATED – 5 POINTS EXTRA CREDIT VALUE (I WILL 
DETERMINE WHICH PARTICULAR EXAM SUCH CREDIT CAN BE 
APPLIED). 


 
I WILL AWARD NO MORE THAN 10-12 POINTS OF EXTRA CREDIT PER 
EXAM.  EXTRA CREDIT IS PROVIDED TO STUDENTS IN LIEU OF ANY 
GRADE CURVE.  I DO NOT CURVE EXAM GRADES – I ALLOW FOR 
EARNED STUDENT EXTRA CREDIT TO SERVE IN PLACE OF A CURVE. I 
HIGHLY RECOMMEND DOING THE EXTRA CREDIT – IT IS EASY AND 
THERE IS NO EXCUSE FOR NOT GIVING YOURSELF THIS BUFFER. 
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FINALLY, I RESERVE THE ABSOLUTE RIGHT TO CHANGE THE 
SCHEDULE (AND DIRECTION) OF THE COURSE, WITHOUT NOTICE. 
ANY CHANGES TO THE SCHEDULE WILL BE COMMUNICATED TO YOU 
BY ME (OR MY DESIGNATED REPRESENTATIVE) PROMPTLY DURING 
CLASS.  YOUR CONTINUED ENROLLMENT IN THIS COURSE 
CONSTITUTES YOUR IMPLICIT CONSENT TO ALL TERMS AND 
CONDITIONS STATED HEREIN. 








POS2041 - American National Government 
Dr. Bruce M. Wilson 


Syllabus 
POS2041 Fall 2013 


Instructor Contact 


Instructor Dr. Bruce M. Wilson 


Office Phillips Hall 302 


Office Hours 


Mon and Wed 9:30 am - 12:00 noon or by 
appointment 


For GTA assistance or appointments (send email 
through the class email system to your assigned). 


Homepages 
Dr. Wilson's homepage 
 


Phone 407-823-6772 (no voice mail) 


E-mail use course mail 


Course Information 


Course Name POS2041 American National Government 


Credit Hours 3 Credit Hours 


Semester/Year Fall 2013 


Location Completely online (no required face-to-face time) 


Course Description 


This is an important time to investigate and understand how government works and the way 
in which it can and does impact your life. The US has just experienced its worst economic 
crisis since the Great Depression and is still engaged in two significant military actions 
(Afghanistan and Iraq). This class will not teach you what to think about these events, but it 
will equip you with the knowledge and skills necessary to understand them and draw your 
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own conclusions about the dynamics of American national government, including its 
structure, organization, powers, and procedures. 


The course, like the book, is divided into four parts that build on each other. The first part 
examines the foundations of the American government system, the second, freedoms and 
rights enjoyed (and sometimes not) by US citizens. Part three investigates the politics of 
democracy as practiced in the US. The final part of the course examines the institutions of 
government, the relationship between them, and how that affects politics in the United 
States. 


Required Text 


"GOVT5." 2013. Edward I. Sidlow and Beth Henschen. Wadsworth Publishing; 5th edition. 


• This edition of the book can be bought either online or at the UCF bookstore (you do 
not need to buy the access code or any other supplemental materials that might be 
offered with the book). 


• Other readings will be made available to you online without cost. 


Course Requirements 


Assignments • You are responsible for keeping a copy of all 
assignments for this class. 


• You are also responsible for checking that the grades 
posted online are correct; any discrepancies must be 
reported to the instructor within one week of being 
posted. 


Late, make-up, and extra 
credit work 


• If you miss the quiz deadline, you will NOT be permitted 
to take that quiz, unless there 
are very exceptional, documented circumstances; no 
exceptions! 


• All other late work will be penalized at a rate of five points 
per day late (including weekend days and holidays unless 
otherwise noted in the module). 


• Late discussion postings will be heavily penalized.  It is 
very important that you interact with your peers in these 
discussions, failure to do so with harm their learning 
experience and your grade. 


• No work will be accepted more than a week after the 
deadline. 


• There are no substitute assignments and positively NO 
EXTRA CREDIT, so please don't ask! 


• No module grade will be discussed more than a week 
after it has been posted. 







Evaluation and Grading 


The following scale will be used for the assignment of final grades. I follow traditional 
rounding standards, grades that are .5 and higher will be rounded up to the nearest whole 
number at the end of the semester. 


Letter 
Grade Points 


A 90-100 


B 80-89 


C 70-79 


D 60-69 


F 59 or below 


Assignment Percentage of Grade 


Module #1 2% 


Your highest 6 grades from the 7 
substantive modules (#2 through #8) 


13% each (only the highest 6 grades will count 
toward your final grade). 


Your lowest substantive module grade will be 
automatically dropped. 


Final Exam 20% 


Total 100% 


Attendance Policy 


Because this is a completely online class with no face-to-face meetings, there is no 
attendance policy, as such. Having said that, you need to keep up with the pace of the class 
and participate in all parts of each of the modules. Note that each module contains several 
deadlines; that is, not all work for a module is due on the last day listed on the Schedule. 
You must read each module's instructions for a list of deadlines for the various assignments 
and deadlines. It is your responsibility to check these deadlines as soon as a module opens 
so you won't miss any due dates. 


Academic Honesty 







Plagiarism and cheating of any kind on any examination, quiz, or assignment will result an 
"F" for that assignment and may be subject to appropriate referral to the Office of Student 
Conduct for further action. See the updated UCF Golden Rule for further information. 


I will assume for this course that you will adhere to the academic creed of this University 
and will maintain the highest standards of academic integrity. 


I will also adhere to the highest standards of academic integrity, so please do not ask me to 
change (or expect me to change) your grade illegitimately or to bend or break rules for one 
person that will not apply to everyone. 


Furthermore, any attempt to save, store, distribute, or discuss any quiz questions for this 
class will be interpreted as cheating and will be treated accordingly. All your work must be 
done on your own; you are not allowed to collaborate on quizzes, discussion postings, or 
essays. In short, all your written work and work submitted for grading must be your own, 
original work. 


Disability Statement 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for 
all persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. 
Students with disabilities who need accommodations in this course must contact the 
professor at the beginning of the semester to discuss needed accommodations. No 
accommodations will be provided until the student has met with the professor to request 
accommodations. Students who need accommodations must be registered with Student 
Disability Services, Student Resource Center Room 132, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD 
only phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting accommodations from the professor. 
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Schedule 


NB: Complete instructions for each module are contained in the individual modules, 
including the multiple deadlines for each module. Each module will open just before the 
start date listed on this schedule. 


Dates Module is 
Open 


Topic Textbook Readings 


PART I: INTRODUCTION TO AMERICAN NATIONAL GOVERNMENT 


Aug 19 - Aug 26 Module #1: Introduction to 
the course 


Read: Chapter One 


Aug 22 - Sept 9 Module #2: US Government 
Foundations, the Constitution 
and Federalism 


Read: Chapter Two and Three 


PART II: RIGHTS AND LIBERTIES 


Sept 10 - Sept 23 Module #3: Civil Rights and 
Liberties 


Read: Chapter Four and Five 


PART III: THE POLITICS OF DEMOCRACY 


Sept 24 - Oct 7 Module #4: Interest Groups 
and Political Parties 


Read: Chapter Six and Seven 


Oct 8 - Oct 14 Module #5: Public Opinion, 
Voting. 
Politics and the Media 


Read: Chapter Eight and Ten 


Oct 15 - Oct 28 Module #6: Campaigns and 
Elections 


Read: Chapter Nine 


PART IV: INSTITUTIONS 


Oct 29 - Nov 11 Module #7: Congress and the 
Presidency 


Read: Chapter Eleven and Twelve 


THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY--November 27-28 


Nov 12 - 27 Module #8: The Bureaucracy Read: Chapter Thirteen and 







and the Judiciary Fourteen 


December 1-4 Required online Final Exam 


Due before 5 pm, December 4 
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UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL FLORIDA 


Fall 2013 
 


Course Syllabus-Outline    Instructor, Robert S. Bass  
American National Government-Pos 2041  Office: TBA  
       Cell - 407.341.6355  


 
 


I. POS 2041: Course Description 
Theory, organization, principles and functions of national 
government, stressing relationships of individual to all levels of 
government in our political system.  
 
 


II. Texts and Materials 
We the People an introduction to American politics - Eighth (8th) 
shorter edition - Ginsberg, Lowi and Weir 


 
III. Course Calendar and Schedule (subject to revision) 
 
 
WEEK   TOPICS     CHAPTERS 


 1  Introduction      1 
2  American Political Culture   1 
3 & 4    Constitutional Democracy    2 
5  Federalism      3 
6  Examination One 
7  Civil Liberties     4 
8  Civil Rights      5 
9  Public Opinion/The Media   6 & 7 
10  Examination Two     
11  Political Participation &Voting/Political Parties 8 & 9 
12  Campaigns and Elections    10 
13  Group and Interests/Examination Three 11 
14  Congress and the Presidency   12 & 13 


 15  The Federal Courts    15 
16  Seminar 


17  Examination Four/TBA 
 


 







2012 


IV. Evaluation, Testing and Grading 
There will be four (4) examinations of equal value this session.  Each 
exam will cover only the units specified including targeted lectures, 
class discussions, materials, online assignments and media during that 
unit.  
 
Part of the total grade may be earned by a critical article review (you 
will receive a handout in a few weeks).  This review will deal with 
issues of American National Government. 
 
A= 90-100% 
B=80-89%  
C=70-79% 
D=60-69% 
F=below 60% 


 
V. Student Responsibilities 


Students are responsible for all reading of text and handout material 
prior to class meeting covering those topics.  If you have difficulty 
with any of the reading or lecture material, please see instructor 
immediately.  Attendance is expected for every class meeting.  
However, should a class be missed, students are responsible for 
obtaining any information, notes or materials that were missed.  In the 
event an emergency causes an examination to be missed, one make-up 
exam may be taken within three (3) days after the scheduled exam.  
For all procedures and policies, refer to the UCF catalog and/or 
website. 
 


VI. Student Competencies 
Students will be given opportunities to think critically and make 
reasoned choices by acquiring, analyzing, synthesizing and evaluating 
data.  In addition, reading, listening, writing and speaking effectively 
will be promoted and practiced. 


 
 
 


VII. CLAST Competencies 
Reading skill, essay construction and English language skills are 
integral functions of this course. 


 
 







2012 


VIII.   GEP Objectives for POS 2041 
 


Students who complete POS 2041 will demonstrate knowledge of 
American political philosophical and structural foundations 
 
Students who complete POS 2041 will demonstrate knowledge of 
American governmental institutions  
 
Students who complete POS 2041 will demonstrate knowledge of 
American political behavior 
 
Students who complete POS 2041 will demonstrate knowledge of 
American public policy 
 
Students who complete POS 2041 will be able to critically evaluate 
core aspects of American political and government 
 
Students who complete POS 2041 will understand how diversity in 
the United States impacts American politics and government 
 
Students who complete POS 2041 will demonstrate effective 
communication pertinent to American politics and government 


 
 
 


This is an interesting and important course.  It is my desire that 
you should gain much insight and understanding of our 
governmental institutions, procedures and individuals.  You are 
encouraged to express your opinions and thoughts as the class 
evolves. 
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UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL FLORIDA 
2013 


PUP 3314 
 
 


Course Syllabus-Outline    Instructor, Robert S. Bass  
Minorities in American Politics   Office: TBA  
Fall  Session 1         Cell 407.341.6355 
 
 


 
I. PUP 3314: Course Description 


Historical and contemporary role of minority groups in the American 
political process, including an examination of their electoral 
significance and relevant legislative, executive, and judicial policies.   
 
 


II. Texts and Materials 
• Diversity in Contemporary American Politics and 


Government  - David A. Dulio 
• Selected Internet Topics/Articles 
• Handout Materials/scheduled dates 


 
 


III. Course Calendar and Schedule (subject to revision) 
 


 
WEEK OF:  TOPICS        SECTIONS 


 
 1 8/19  Introduction/A.C.E.   


2 8/26  The Constitution and Equality     1 


3 (9/2)  Federalism        2  


4 9/9  American Political Culture     3 


5 9/16  Public Opinion       4 


6 9/23  Political Participation      5  


7 9/30  Political Parties       6  


8 10/7  Interest Groups/Media      7 & 8  


9 10/14  Campaigns and Elections      9 
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10 10/21  Seminars       


 11      10/28  The Congress     10 


12 11/4  The Executive Branch                  11 


13 (11/11) The Courts      12 
 


14 11/18  Civil Rights and Civil Liberties   13 


15      11/25 (27- 29) Seminar              


          16   12/2  Last Class Day/ Final Submission TBA  
                    
 


 


IV. Evaluation, Testing and Grading 
 


There will be: 
1) Mid term exam (20%)  
2) Final exam (20%) 
3) Individual/group project presentation (30%) 
4) Critical Article Review (C.A.R.) (30%) 


(Handouts will be distributed for student due dates) 
 


Grade Scale 
 
A= 90-100%  D=60-69% 
B=80-89%  F=below 60% 
C=70-79% 
 


V. Student Responsibilities 
 


Students are responsible for all reading of text and handout material 
prior to class meeting covering those topics.  If you have difficulty 
with any of the reading or lecture material, please see instructor 
immediately.  Attendance is expected for every class meeting.  
However, should a class be missed, students are responsible for 
obtaining any information, notes or materials that were missed.  
Individual/Group Presentation attendance is especially vital.  Required 
submissions after each presentation will be collected.  For all 
procedures and policies, refer to the UCF catalog and/or website. 
 


VI. Student Competencies 
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Students will be given opportunities to think critically and make 
reasoned choices by acquiring, analyzing, synthesizing and evaluating 
data.  In addition, reading, listening, writing and speaking effectively 
will be promoted and practiced. 


 
 


VII. CLAST Competencies 
Reading skill, essay construction and English language skills are 
integral functions of this course. 


 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This is an interesting and important course.  It is my desire that 
you should gain further insight and understanding of our 
governmental institutions, procedures and individuals with regard 
to the topics of this course.  In addition, primary focus will center 
on the sociology of the vital relationships and political/social 
interactions between those who govern and those who are governed.  
You are encouraged to express your opinions and thoughts as the 
class evolves. 
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IDS 4315 
GLOBAL PERSPECTIVES 


 
Dr. Robert L. Bledsoe     OFFICE: Phillips Hall 302”I” 
1:30-2:20 MWF     HOURS: 9:00-10:15 MWF 
BA2-207           11:30-1:00 MWF  
robert.bledsoe@ucf.edu                      2:30-3:30 MW 
drbled@aol.com       
 


Course Outline 
 


1. Course Objectives.  This one semester course is designed to: 
 (1)  introduce you to global long-term trends and the process of globalization; 
 (2)  gain an understanding of global issues resulting from these trends, processes, 
 and issues; 
 (3)  become aware of the varying perspectives one can have on these trends, 
 processes, and issues; 
 (4)  gain an appreciation of how these perspectives shape the future of the 
 international system; 
 (5)  think critically about the varied impact of globalization upon the human 
 condition. 
 
 The primary purpose of the course is to provide the basic tools for any student to 
better understand the world in which we live and how it is viewed from various 
lens/perspectives. 
 
2. Course Requirements.  The course will consist of a series of lectures focusing  
upon the topics and issues outlined in Section 5.  You are encouraged to ask questions, 
inject personal observations, and challenge the assertions of the professor.  Attend all 
class meetings.  While no formal record of attendance is kept, you will find that failure to 
attend class will soon be reflected in your course performance, as lecture material will 
often not be found in your reading assignments.  Read and master the material in the 
assignments.  These are found in the textbook for the course: 
 
 Henry R. Nau, Perspectives on International Relations. 3rd ed. CQ Press. 2011 
 
This is the only textbook required for the course.  Reading the assignments and keeping 
up with the lectures is your responsibility.  No specific pages of reading will be given 
from one lecture to another.  Pace yourself according to the topics under consideration 
during lecture periods. 
 
3. Examinations.  There will be four (4) essay examinations during the course, in 
which you will draw upon the materials in the chapters plus lectures.   Each exam will 
cover that portion of the material outlined in Section 5 and will consist of a series of short 
answer questions dealing with concepts, theories, principles, and issues.  Exams are 
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tentatively scheduled as follows and will be held at the normal class time and meeting 
place: 
 
   (1)  Wednesday, September 11 
 (2)  Monday, October 7 
 (3)  Friday, November 1 
  
The final exam (4th midterm) will be held at the normal class meeting place from 
1:00pm-3:50pm, Monday, December 9 .  Please provide me with 4 examination 
booklets (“blue books” at your earliest convenience.  They can be purchased at the 
Bookstore and will be used to write your answers on exam days.  Please be sure they are 
not crumbled, stained, etc.  Would you want to take an exam in one of them in that 
condition?  Attendance at exams is mandatory.  There are no makeup exams.  In 
addition, after the first person has turned in their exam and left the room, no one 
who is tardy and arrives after that time will be allowed to take the exam.  They will 
have missed the test.  All exams will be in pen (not pencil).  Once an exam has begun, no 
one is allowed to leave the classroom for any reason (so be prepared ahead of time to 
remain for from 50 minutes to 3 hours when exams begin). 
 
4. Grades.  There are four (4) possible grades for the course: 
 
  Exams   (4 x 33.3%) = 133% 
   
Each student must have three (3) exam grades to equal 100% of the course.  This will be 
the highest three grades of the four examinations.  Thus, you can take all four exams and 
drop your lowest grade or you can skip an exam (including the final).   
 
Letter grades:  90-100 = A  (Note: there will be no +/- grades) 
   80-89   = B 
   70-79   = C 
   60-69   = D 
   < 60     = F 
 
5. Assignments.  (Chapters in Nau) 
     
 I. Introduction to Perspectives    Chptrs 1-3  
 II. Postwar World     Chptr 4 
 


---First midterm Wednesday, September 11--- 
 


 III. Postwar World/Terrorism    Chptrs 5-7 
 IV. Globalization      Chptr 8 
 


---Second midterm Monday, October 7--- 
Note: withdrawal deadline is Monday, October 28 


 







 V. Globalization/Inequality    Chptrs 9-12 
 


---Third midterm Friday, November 1--- 
 


 VI. Inequality/Environmental Concerns   Chptrs 13-14   
 VII. Human Rights      Chptrs 15-16 
 


---Fourth midterm Monday, December 9 
  


WELCOME TO GLOBAL PERSPECTIVES AND MAY 
YOU HAVE A SUCCESSFUL FALL SEMESTER 


 
Some Ground Rules: 
 
(1) For those in the classroom 
  no food or drinks 
  no smoking 
  turn off beepers, pagers, cell phones, etc. 
  if you are late, please come in anyway but try not to be disruptive when  
   entering the room 
  tape recorders and laptops are permitted but not encouraged 
 
(2) Communications 
  feel free to email me 


office – robert.bledsoe@ucf.edu  (note that this is a public domain, 
so if you have a matter you do not wish to be made public, use my 
home e-mail address) 


   home – drbled@aol.com 
  call me at the office but not at home 
   Main campus (407) 823-2608 
   Daytona campus (386) 506-4066 
  see me during office hours or by appointment (see telephone numbers  
   above) 
(3) Exams 


if you are late on exam day and a student has already turned in their exam          
and departed before you arrive, you are too late and I will not let you take 
the exam 
final grades are not posted and will not be given out over the telephone nor 
by the Department staff.  I will be happy to let you know your final exam 
score, course average, and course grade plus any materials that you wish 
returned if you provide me ahead of time a stamped, addressed envelop 
(large if you want any course materials returned).  Midterm exam grades 
will not be posted on MyGrades, only the final course grade. 
 
NOTE:  Syllabus is subject to change at the discretion of the 
Instructor 
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 INR 4401 
 INTERNATIONAL LAW 
 
Dr. Robert L. Bledsoe  OFFICE: UCF/Orlando PH 302”I” 
10:30-11:20MWF                OFFICE HOURS: 9:00-10:15 MWF; 11:30-  
                                 3:00 MW; 11:30-1:00 F 
CL1-120                
robert.bledsoe@ucf.edu         
drbled@aol.com                 
  
 COURSE OUTLINE 
 
1. Course Objectives.  This one semester course on international 
law is designed to: 


(1) introduce you to the nature and sources of international 
law; how that law developed; and how it relates to 
municipal law; 


     (2)  gain an understanding of the role of law and inter-      
   national organizations in aiding both stability and 
  peaceful change in the international system; 


(3) familiarize you with the legal principles which create   
          the subjects of international law and govern their       
          succession or demise; 
     (4) examine the rights and duties of the subjects of          
          international law; 
 (5) suggest how individuals fit into the scheme of things; 
 (6) introduce you to the legal principles, customs, and norms 


which govern national jurisdiction over spatial domain 
and problems in extraterritorial jurisdiction; 


 (7) introduce you to the legal principles, customs, and norms 
which govern nations during the course of their 
international transactions through diplomacy and 
treaties; 


 (8) examine those norms that prevail when law fails in its 
role of aiding both stability and peaceful change in the 
international system and international disputes and/or 
conflicts occur; 


 (9) gain insight into how international law has been 
instrumental in improving both the human and global 
environment. 


  
While useful to students desiring to go on to law school, the 


primary purpose of the course is to provide the basic tools for any 
student to better understand the influence and contribution of law 
to the world in which we live. 
 
2. Course Requirements.  The course will consist of a series of 
lectures focusing upon the topics and issues outlined in Section 5. 
You are encouraged to ask questions, inject personal observations, 
and challenge the assertions of the professor.  Attend all class 







meetings.  While no formal record of attendance is kept, you will 
find that failure to attend class will soon be reflected in your 
course performance, as lecture material will often not be found in 
your reading assignments.  Read and master the material in the 
assignments.  These are found in the sole textbook for the course: 
 
 Gerhard von Glahn and James Larry Taulbee, Law Among 
Nations: An Introduction to Public International Law.10th ed. 
Pearson. 2013. 
 
Reading the assignments and keeping up with the lectures is your 
responsibility.  No specific pages of reading will be given from 
one lecture to another.  Pace yourself according to the topics 
under consideration during lecture periods.   
 
 Case Brief.  During the course, you will present a case brief 
to the class.  Cases will be assigned prior to when they will be 
presented.  It is important that you are in class to present your 
brief, as they serve to illustrate major points made during the 
lecture and do the class no good if they are tardy.  No make-up 
briefs will be assigned for those who are absent or not prepared 
when they are called upon to present their assigned case.  A blank 
brief format sheet has been provided to you on which to type your 
brief (or you can format the sheet on your computer).  The goal is 
to limit it to one page (or less). Once presented, your typed brief 
will be handed in to me for grading.  All students should keep 
track of the point of law when a case is being read to the class, 
as the briefs will not be available to students later on since 
students keep stealing the folder and thus it is not available for 
others in the class.  
 
3. Examinations.  There will be four examinations during the 
course.  All will consist of short answer questions dealing with  
legal concepts, principles, points of law, hypothetical situations, 
themes, and case identification and briefing. The final examination 
(fourth midterm) is not cumulative.  Each exam will cover that 
portion of the material outlined in Section 5.  Midterms are 
tentatively scheduled as follows and will be held at the normal 
class time and meeting place: 
 


(1) Wednesday, September 11 
(2) Monday,    October 7 
(3) Friday,    November 1 


 
The final examination (fourth midterm) will be held at the normal 
class meeting place from 10:00am-12:50pm Monday, December 9.  
Please provide me with four (4) examination booklets ("blue books" 
or “green books”) at your earliest convenience.  They can be 
purchased at the Bookstore and will be used to write your answers 







on exam days. Please make sure they are not crumbled, stained, etc. 
Would you want to take an exam in one of them in that condition? 
Attendance at examinations is mandatory.  There are no makeup 
examinations.  In addition, after the first person has turned in 
their exam and left the room, no one who is tardy and arrives after 
that time will be allowed to take the exam. They will have missed 
the test.  All exams will be in pen (not pencil).  Once an exam has 
begun, no one is allowed to leave the classroom for any reason (so 
be prepared ahead of time to remain for from 50 minutes to three 
hours when exams begin). 
 
4. Grades.  There are five possible grades for the course: 


Exams          (4 x 30%) = 120% 
Case Brief               =  10%  
 


Each student must have three midterm grades to equal 90% of the 
course.  (All students must do the briefing exercise.)  This can be 
the highest three grades of the four examinations (plus the case 
brief); or three examinations (plus the case brief) and skipping an 
exam, including the final.  Be very careful how you decide upon 
your options, as there are no makeup exams (either midterms or 
final).  If you miss a test, you have dropped your lowest grade 
already.  In no case is it wise to miss the first examination. Make 
your vacation plans for after finals week. 
 
 
Letter grades: 90-100 = A (NOTE:  there will be no +/- grades) 


80-89 = B 
70-79 = C 
60-69 = D 
< 60   = F 
 


 
5. Assignments.  (Chapters in von Glahn/Taulbee) 
           


I.   NATURE, DEVELOPMENT, AND SOURCES      Chptrs.1-3       
             OF INTERNATIONAL LAW 


II. TREATIES       Chptr. 4 
III. PACIFIC SETTLEMENT     Chptr. 5    
IV. MUNICIPAL LAW AND INTERNATIONAL LAW     Chptr. 6 
 


---First midterm (Wednesday, September 11)--- 
 
V. SUBJECTS OF LAW/RECOGNITION      Chptr. 7 
VI. RIGHTS AND DUTIES OF STATES/SUCCESSION Chptr. 8 
VII. NATIONALITY      Chptr. 9 
VIII.BASES OF JURISDICTION         Chptr. 10 
IX. STATE RESPONSIBILITY    Chptr. 11 
 







---Second midterm (Monday, October 7)--- 
Note: Withdrawal deadline is Monday, October 28 


        
X. JURISDICTIONAL REGIMES    Chptrs.12-13 
XI. DIPLOMACY       Chptr. 14 
XII. HUMAN RIGHTS (ignore) 
XIII.INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL LAW    Chptr. 16 
XIV. ADJUDICATION (ignore)     
 


---Third midterm (Friday, November 1)--- 
 
XV. ENVIRONMENTAL LAW     Chptr. 18 
XVI. INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC LAW (ignore)  
XVII.FORCE AND INTERNATIONAL LAW   Chptrs. 20-22 
 


---Final exam (Monday, December 9)--- 
           
 WELCOME TO INTERNATIONAL LAW AND MAY YOU HAVE 


A SUCCESSFUL FALL SEMESTER 
 


Attachments: Guide to Finding and Briefing Cases 
   Sample of Case Brief 
   Blank Brief 
       Glossary of Legal Terms 
    
 
Some ground rules: 
 
(1) Classroom 


 no food or drinks (except water)  
 no smoking 
 use of laptops or tape recorders is ok but turn off     


               beepers, pagers, cell phones, iPods, etc. 
 if you are late, please come anyway but try not to be 


     disruptive when entering the room 
 
(2) Communications 


 feel free to email me: 
office – robert.bledsoe@ucf.edu 
home -   drbled@aol.com 


 call me at the office but not at home 
  Main Campus(407-823-2608)   
 Daytona Campus (386-506-4066) 
 see me during office hours or call for appointment (see 
           telephone numbers above) 


 
(3) Exams 


 if you are late on exam day and a student has already 
   turned in their exam and departed before you arrive, 







   you are too late and I will not let you take the  
       exam 


final grades are posted only on MyGrades.  They will not 
          be given out over the telephone or e-mail nor by the 
          Department staff. I will be happy to return course  
          materials if you provide me ahead of time a stamped, 
          addressed large envelop. Midterms will not be posted 
          on MyGrades (graded exam books are handed back in   
          class).  


 
NOTE:  Syllabus is subject to change during the semester at the    
        discretion of the Instructor 
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INR 4603.001: International Relations Theory 
 
Instructor: Thomas M. Dolan, thomas.dolan@ucf.edu 
Class Meetings: Tuesday-Thursday 1:30-2:45 PM 
Office Hours: Tuesday 10:00-12, Thursday 11:30-12:30, Thursday 3:00-4:00, and by appointment 
Credit: 3 Hours  
 
International Relations Theory examines the dominant explanations of how states interact with one 
another.  Our main focus will be on social scientific theories designed to answer questions about 
historical and contemporary patterns of interaction, with a focus on realist theories, constructivism, 
institutionalism, and domestic politics theories.  The questions addressed will include the likelihood of 
war, alliance partner choices, the risks and benefits of international cooperation, state compliance with 
international law, and the prospects for peace.  Because competing theories sometimes offer different 
answers to these questions, part of our task will involve considering the kinds of tests and evidence 
which we can use to judge the validity of the different theories.   
 
Course Goals 


• Students will become familiar with principles of social science and major theoretical approaches 
to international relations 


• Students will learn how to analyze world politics using international relations theories 
• Students will improve their powers of social scientific analysis 
• Students will improve written and oral communication skills 


 
Please note that none of these goals involve the advancement of anyone’s political or policy opinions 
(including those of the instructor).  While I encourage political activity and the fulfillment of one’s 
citizenship duties outside of the classroom, a political science course is not a proper forum for the airing 
of one’s personal politics. 
 
Course Design 
This course involves a combination of class sessions involving both lecture and discussion, directed 
readings, papers, exams, and opportunities for informal discussion during office hours.  Each part serves 
a purpose, be it information transmission and retention, promoting rigorous analysis, or encouraging the 
development of new ideas.  Failing to engage with all parts will diminish the return on your efforts.  For 
this reason, pre-class preparation is essential for this course.  Students are expected to have read and 
considered the assigned material prior to the course, and be prepared to discuss it in class.  I have 
chosen to have you read a mix of texts: there is a textbook, but there are also original scholarly 
theoretical pieces and research pieces.  While scholarly pieces may be more challenging to read, they 
help you better understand how scholars think and argue in a way that textbooks do not. Please 
remember that that the material of the course is delivered in both texts and in-class discussion, which 
means that the texts contain valuable ideas and information which may not be specifically addressed in 
class, and discussions and lectures will go beyond the readings.  You are responsible for understanding 
both, so please be sure to raise questions about things you are unsure about.   As a matter of course, all 
students should plan to review each day the international news in a newspaper of record, like the New 
York Times, Washington Post, LA Times, Le Monde, The Times of London, etc. Neither the USA Today nor 
the Orlando Sentinel count.  
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Assignments 
Homework papers:  20% of grade  
6 Assignments, equally weighted, with lowest score dropped. 
Due on indicated dates (see schedule) 
1 page, but follow specific assignment instructions. 
 
Midterm: 20%, 1 October 
In-class; multiple choice and essay. 
 
Course Paper: 25%, Due 19 November 
Using ideas and arguments from the course, make a theory that relates two variables.  Test your theory 
using case studies drawn from contemporary world politics or OLS regression on data from an existing 
dataset.  8-9 pages. 
 
Multiple Choice Test: 12%, 26 November 
Last 30 Minutes of Class.  Covers material after 3 October. 
 
Essay Exam: 13%, Due Tuesday 10 December at 4:00 PM. 
Cumulative.  ‘Take Home.’ Instructions/Question Distribution on 26 November.  Electronic Submission 
via Turnitin.com.   
 
Class Preparation and Participation: 10% 
Your active participation in class is necessary if this class is to be a successful learning experience.  This 
means you must come in having read the assignments and join in the class-room discussion of them, 
making evident that you have read and thought about them. While attendance is not graded as such, 
excessive truancy can affect this grade, since you are unable to participate when absent.   
 
Assignments are to be turned in by class time on the day they are due.  They should be in hardcopy unless 
unforeseen circumstances prevent printing them in or handing them in a timely manner. For every 24 
hours that pass thereafter, 5% of credit is lost, to a maximum of 40% lost.   
Exams are to be sat at the date and time specified, unless prior approval has been given or a doctor’s 
excuse is submitted at the next attended class meeting. Exams should generally be taken within 1 week 
of the general administration of the exam. 
 
Grades 
Grades are assigned to both individual pieces of work and cumulatively.  The grade scale I use for both is 
below (note that “g” refers to the numerical grade you receive).  I do not usually curve grades, but 
reserve the right to do so if I deem it necessary.  All material is graded on its own terms, rather than 
through comparison with other students’ work. For the cumulative grades, I do not round: what you get 
is what you get. 
 
100>g≥93: A 90>g≥88: B+ 80>g≥78: C+ 70>g≥68: D+ 60>g: E 
 88>g≥83: B 78>g≥73: C 68>g≥63: D  
93>g≥90: A- 83>g≥80: B 73>g≥70: C- 63>g≥60: D  
 
As reflected in the UCF creed, integrity and scholarship are core values that should guide our conduct 
and decisions as members of the UCF community. Plagiarism and cheating contradict these values, and 
so are very serious academic offenses. Penalties can include a failing grade in an assignment or in the 
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course, or suspension or expulsion from the university. Students are expected to familiarize themselves 
with and follow the University’s Rules of Conduct (see http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/). 
 
Plagiarism and Cheating of any kind on an examination, quiz, or assignment will result at least in an "F" 
for that assignment (and may, depending on the severity of the case, lead to an "F" for the entire 
course) and may be subject to appropriate referral to the Office of Student Conduct for further action. 
See the UCF Golden Rule for further information. I will assume for this course that you will adhere to the 
academic creed of this University and will maintain the highest standards of academic integrity. In other 
words, don't cheat by giving answers to others or taking them from anyone else. I will also adhere to the 
highest standards of academic integrity, so please do not ask me to change (or expect me to change) 
your grade illegitimately or to bend or break rules for one person that will not apply to everyone.  
 
Changes to the Syllabus: 
In the event that there is a need for there to be any changes to the syllabus, an e-mail will be sent to all 
students’ knights-mail accounts (as maintained by the registrar), and will be mentioned in class 
meetings.  Changes become effective immediately after their mention in class, or the sending of the e-
mail. 
 
Cancellation of Class: In the event that the instructor needs to cancel class, an e-mail will be sent to all 
students’ knights-mail accounts (as maintained by the registrar) prior to class time. 
 
Readings  
You should purchase Tim Dunne et al.’s International Relations: Discipline and Diversity.  It is available in 
the bookstore and from a variety of online vendors. The remainder of the readings (or links to them) will 
be available on-line at the webcourses@ucf website. 
*In addition, you will need a bag of M&M’s or Reece’s Pieces for 31 October 
 
Course Schedule 
 
20 August 
Introduction 
Dunne, Chapter 1 
 
Section1: The State as Actor? 
 
22 August 
What are states? Should we focus on them? 
Wolfors, Discord and Collaboration, Ch. 1. 
Selection from Weber 
Selection from Wendt 
 
27 August 
Who is the State? 
Selection from Allison and Zelikow, Essence of Decision 
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4 
 


29 August   Homework 1 Due 
What do States Want?: Power and Security 
Selection from Morgenthau, Politics Among Nations 
Wolfors, “National Security as an Ambiguous Symbol” 
Selection from Schweller, Deadly Imbalances 
Recommended: V. I.  Lenin, Imperialism 
Section 2: The Field of Interaction 
 
3 September  
Geography and Geopolitics 
Mahan, The Influence of Sea-Power on History, Chapters 1 and 2. 
 
5 September  Homework 2 Due 
Anarchy 
Waltz, THIP, Chapter 6. 
Selection from Hedley Bull, The Anarchical Society 
Alexander Wendt, “Anarchy is What States Make of It,” International Organization, 1992 
 
10 September 
Hierarchy 
Selection from Gilpin, War and Change in World Politics 
 
Section 3: Major Theories of International Relations 
 
12 September Homework 3 Due 
Classical and Structural Realism 
Dunne, Chapter 3 
Dunne, Chapter 4 
 
17 September 
Hegemonic Stability Theory, AKA Power Transition Theory 
Selection from Dicicco and Levy, “The Power Transition Research Program,” 
 
19 September 
Institutionalism and State Cooperation  
Dunne, Chapter 6 
 
24 September 
Constructivism  
Dunne Chapter 9 
 
26 September 
Liberalism: A State Preferences and Characteristics-based Theory 
Andrew Moravcsik, “Taking Preferences Seriously: A Liberal Theory of International Politics,” IO, 1997. 
Recommended:  
Dunne, Chapter 5 
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1 October  
Mid-term Exam 
 
Section 4: War in International Relations 
 
3 October 
Polarity and the Probability of War 
Selection from Waltz, THIP 
Randall Schweller, “Bandwagoning for Profit: Bringing the Revisionist State Back in,” International 
Security, 1994 
 
8 October 
Testing Polarity 
*Assuming good weather, be prepared to play tug of war outside. 
 
10 October Homework 4 Due 
Hegemonic Theories of War 
Selection from Gilpin, War and Change 
 
15 October 
Why haven’t Nuclear Weapons been Used? 
Nina Tannenwald, “The Nuclear Taboo,” International Organization, 1999 
Recommended: Thomas Dolan, “Unthinkable and Tragic,” International Organization, 2013. 
 
Section 5: Alliances  
 
17 October  
Picking Partners, I 
Victor Cha, “Powerplay Origins of the US Alliance System in Asia,” International Security, 34:3, Winter 
2009/2010  
Selection from Srdjan Vucetic, The Anglosphere, 2011. 
Recommended 
John Mearsheimer and Stephen Walt, “The Israel Lobby,” London Review of Books (March  
2006), available at: http://www.lrb.co.uk/v28/n06/mear01_.html 
 
22 October 
Breaking Up 
Brett Ashley Leeds and Burcu Savun, “Terminating Alliances,” Journal of Politics, 2007 
Recommended: Brett Leeds et al., “Interests, Institutions, and the Reliability of International 
Commitments,” American Journal of Political Science, 2009. 
 
Section 6: Public Goods Provision and Cooperation 
 
29 October 
Public Goods Provision Homework 5 Due 
Charles Kindleberger, “Dominance and Leadership in the International Economy: Exploitation, Public 
Goods, and Free Rides,” International Studies Quarterly, 1981. 
Mancur Olson, Logic of Collective Action, selection.  
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31 October 
The Problem of Cooperation 
Bring a Prisoners’ Dilemma Strategy and a bag of M & M’s (or Reece’s Pieces) 
Robert Axelrod, The Evolution of Cooperation, 1984, selection.   
 
5 November 
Bargaining, Gains, and Enforcement Homework 6 Due 
Joseph M. Grieco, “Anarchy and the Limits of Cooperation: A Realist Critique of the Newest Liberal 
Institutionalism,” International Organization, 1988 
James D. Fearon, “Bargaining, Enforcement, and International Cooperation,” International Organization, 
1998 
Recommended: Barbara Koremenos, Charles Lipson, and Duncan Snidal, “The Rational Design of 
International Institutions,” International Organization.  2001. 
 
7 November 
Domestic Politics and Cooperation 
Robert Putnam, “Diplomacy and Domestic Politics: The Logic of Two Level Games,” IO, 1988 
Michael Hiscox, “Class Versus Industry Cleavages,” International Organization, 2001. 
 
12 November 
International Law: Does it Matter? 
John Mearsheimer, “False Promise of International Institutions,” International Security, 1994 
Harold Koh, “Why Do Nations Obey International Law? Yale Law Journal,  
Recommended 
Kowert and Legro, “Norms, Identity, and their Limits,” in Culture of National Security, 1998 
 
Section 7: Peace 
 
14 November 
Democratic Peace Theory 
Zeev Maoz and Bruce Russett, “Normative and Structural Causes of Democratic Peace, 1946-1986,” 
APSR, 1994 
 
19 November Term Paper Due 
Transcending the State 
Selection from Karl W. Deutsch, Political Community and the North Atlantic Area 
Selection from David Mitrany, A Working Peace System 
 
Section 8: Normative Theories 
 
21 November 
Marxism/Critical Theory/Post-Colonial Theory  
Dunne, Chapter 8 
Dunne, Chapter 12 
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26 November Multiple Choice Exam during last half hour. 
Feminism 
Dunne, Chapter 10 
Recommended 
Dunne, Chapter 2 
 
Final Exam: Due Tuesday ,10 December at 1:00 PM.  Instructions for electronic submission via 
turnitin.com will be forthcoming.  
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INR 6007.001: Seminar in International Politics 
 
Instructor: Thomas M. Dolan, thomas.dolan@ucf.edu 
Class Meetings: Thursdays, 18:00-20:50, PHP 305G 
Office Hours: Tuesday 10:00-12, Thursday 11:30-12:30, Thursday 3:00-4:00, and by appointment 
Credit: 3 Hours  
 
The purpose of this course is to introduce students to contemporary scholarship in international relations and prepare 
them to engage in it themselves.  To this end, the course objectives are: 
  


• Students will be able to interpret and constructively critique contemporary work in international relations 
• Students will be introduced to many of the significant developing literatures from the past fifteen years 
• Students will become familiar with major theoretical and methodological trends in international relations 


scholarship 
• Students will develop their ability to design social scientific studies on international relations topics 
• Students will improve their ability to communicate original critiques, theoretical arguments, and research 


designs 
  
While you will learn a lot about international relations during this course, it is principally focused on equipping students 
with a toolbox of skills for graduate study and a knowledge of contemporary ways of studying international relations. It 
does not survey developments in global politics or convey a systematic theoretical understanding of international 
relations (those interested in the latter should enroll in the spring term course “theories of international relations”). 
  
You should expect this to be a challenging course (welcome to graduate school!).  You will be expected to read and 
understand significant and at times technically challenging pieces of scholarship—because that is the nature of the field 
now.  You will almost certainly encounter methods and theoretical paradigms that seem, at first blush, to be too 
simplisitic or too complicated or perhaps incomprehensible.  Regardless of you prior beliefs or first impressions, you will 
get the most out of this course by trying hard to understand each work on its own terms.      
 
Design of the Course 
The course has two major elements: a set of readings that will be discussed and analyzed in seminars and a research 
design process.  Through reading and seminars, students will be introduced to current trends in theory and research and 
learn how to recognize solid research.  Success in this endeavor necessitates careful reading, thorough preparation for 
class, and active dialogue in the seminar room.  By engaging in the research design process, students will develop their 
ability to do research themselves.  Part of this involves the preparation of their own research design, but part of it will 
also involve working with and supporting others in their efforts to design and conduct research. 
 
Assignments & Grades 
Each student will complete the following assignments: 
 


A. Recommended Reading Reviews:  
1 Book (3 Pages) –20% 
OR  
2 Articles (1 Page)—10% each, total 20% 
Sign-up on the first day of class. 
Reviews must be submitted to the instructor and classmates by e-mail by 23:59 on the Tuesday before class for 
distribution to other students. 
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B. Literature Review (7 pages) Due 3 October—20% 
Each student will review the social scientific literature associated with a particular research question.  Questions must be 
approved in advance.  Papers must review no fewer than 20 articles from major peer-reviewed political science journals 
(or allied social science fields: social psychology, economics, sociology) or books published by university presses.  
Reviews of the literature should be driven by an agenda, should categorize existing work, and indentify a means of 
advancing the literature beyond its current situation.   
 


C. Research Design (15-17 Pages)—35% 
Topic Approved by 1 November 
Rough Draft to reviewers and professor by 6 PM on 21 November  
Final Draft Due 1 December 
Each student will design a social scientific study of an international relations phenomena.  The design must include the 
following components: 


• Identification of the topic and statement of why it is appropriate for study 
• A brief but thorough statement of relevant literature  
• Statement of theoretical approach 
• Statement of hypotheses derived from the theory 
• Description of study (methodology—data sources—standards for accepting/rejecting hypotheses) 


 
D. 2 Research Design Reviews (2 Pages each): 5% each, total 10% 


Must be submitted to author and instructor (hard copy) by 23:59 on 26 November 
Each student will review two other students’ rough drafts.  In the review, they will describe in one paragraph the nature 
of the study (topic, theory, and methods) as they understand it.  They will then evaluate and provide constructive 
criticism for each of the following sections:  statement of literature, theory, hypothesis construction, and study design. 
 


E. Research Design Oral Presentation (final exam) (5 minutes + 2 minutes questions):  10% 
5 December, starting at 7 PM 
Each student will present their research design to the group in no more than 5 minutes.  They will then have two 
minutes to answer questions from the group.  Each student reviewer should bring a question.   
 


F. Participation: 10% 
Based on preparation for and activity during seminar.  In addition, points may be deducted from this grade if the rough 
draft submitted for review by a colleague is incomplete. 
 
Miscellaneous Policies 
 
Grading 
Grades are assigned to both individual pieces of work and cumulatively.  The grade scale I use for both is below (note 
that “g” refers to the numerical grade you receive).  I do not usually curve grades, but reserve the right to do so if I deem 
it necessary.  All material is graded on its own terms, rather than through comparison with other students’ work. For the 
cumulative grades, I do not round: what you get is what you get. 
 
100>g≥93: A 90>g≥88: B+ 80>g≥78: C+ 70>g≥68: D+ 60>g: E 
 88>g≥83: B 78>g≥73: C 68>g≥63: D  
93>g≥90: A- 83>g≥80: B 73>g≥70: C- 63>g≥60: D  
 
Late Papers 
Assignments  are to be turned in by class time on the day they are due.  They should be in hardcopy unless unforeseen 
circumstances prevent printing them in or handing them in a timely manner.  For every 24 hours that pass thereafter, 
5% of credit is lost, to a maximum of 40% lost.  This policy does not apply to recommended reading reviews or rough 
draft reviews, which must be turned in by the time they are due. 
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Academic Integrity 
As reflected in the UCF creed, integrity and scholarship are core values that should guide our conduct and decisions as 
members of the UCF community. Plagiarism and cheating contradict these values, and so are very serious academic 
offenses. Penalties can include a failing grade in an assignment or in the course, or suspension or expulsion from the 
university. Students are expected to familiarize themselves with and follow the University’s Rules of Conduct (see 
http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/). 
 
Plagiarism and Cheating of any kind on an examination, quiz, or assignment will result at least in an "F" for that 
assignment (and may, depending on the severity of the case, lead to an "F" for the entire course) and may be subject to 
appropriate referral to the Office of Student Conduct for further action. See the UCF Golden Rule for further 
information. I will assume for this course that you will adhere to the academic creed of this University and will maintain 
the highest standards of academic integrity. In other words, don't cheat by giving answers to others or taking them from 
anyone else. I will also adhere to the highest standards of academic integrity, so please do not ask me to change (or 
expect me to change) your grade illegitimately or to bend or break rules for one person that will not apply to everyone.  
 
Changes to the Syllabus 
In the event that there is a need for there to be any changes to the syllabus, an e-mail will be sent to all students’ 
knights-mail accounts (as maintained by the registrar), and will be mentioned in class meetings.  Changes become 
effective immediately after their mention in class, or the sending of the e-mail, whichever comes last. 
 
Cancellation of Class 
In the event that the instructor needs to cancel class, an e-mail will be sent to all students’ knights-mail accounts (as 
maintained by the registrar) prior to class time. 
 
Readings 
 
Each student should obtain the following books: 
Goemans, H. War and Punishment, Princeton, 2000. 
Ericka Chenoweth and Maria Stephan, 2011.  Why Civil Resistance Works, Columbia University Press.  
 
Students are responsible for locating materials available online through the library on their own.  
The remaining non-journal readings are available through the INR 6007.001 webcourses site.   
 
Course Schedule 
 
25 August: Science and Theory 
 
Imre Lakotos, “Falsification and the Methodology of Scientific Research Programs,” in Criticism and the Growth of 
Knowledge.   
Kenneth Waltz, Theory of International Politics, Chapter 1.  
Kevin Clarke and David Primo, A Model Discipline, Oxford University Press, 2012. Chapter 3 and section 4.3 in Chapter 4 
 
Reccomended:  
Peter Katzenstein and Rudra Sil, “Eclectic Theorizing in the Study and Practice of International Relations,” Ox Hb on IR, 
Chapter 6 
Colin Hay, “Political Ontology,” Ox Hb on CPA, Chapter 4 
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29 August—No Class (football game…against Akron(?!)) 
Online Task.  Relevant Readings:  
William C. Wohlforth, “Realism,” Ox Hb on IR, Chapter 7 
Arthur A. Stein, “Neoliberal Institutionalism,” Ox Hb of IR, Chapter 11 
Andrew Moravcsik, “The New Liberalism,” Ox Hb on IR, Chapter 13 
Ian Hurd, “Constructivism,” Ox Hb on IR, Chapter 17 
David Lake and Robert Powell, “International Relations, a Strategic Choice Approach,” in Lake and Powell, Strategic 
Choice in International Relations, 1999. 
Kathleen M. McGraw, “Why and How Psychology Matters,” Ox Hb on CPA, Chapter 7. 
 
Recommended: 
Mac Donald, P. K. 2003. Useful fiction or miracle maker: the competing epistemological foundations of rational choice 
theory. American Political Science Review, 97: 551–65 
Stephen Walt, “Rigor or Rigor Mortis? Rational Choice and Security Studies,”  International Security, (1999) 23:4, pp. 5-
48 
“Formal Methods, Formal Complaints: Debating the Role of Rational Choice in Security Studies,” International Security, 
(1999) 24:2, pp. 56-130. 
 
5 September: The Nature of Research in International Relations  
Gary King, Sidney Verba, and Robert Keohane, Designing Social Inquiry, 1994, Chapter 1.  
Alexander George and Andrew Bennett, Case Studies and Theory Development in the Social Sciences, 2005, Chapter 1. 
James D. Fearon and David D. Laitin, “Integrating Qualitative and Quantitative Methods,” Ox Hb on Pol Meth, Chapter 33 
Richard Price, “Detecting Ideas and Their Effects,” Ox Hb on CPA, Chapter 13 
J. H. Powell, “Game Theory in Strategy,” Oxford Handbook of Strategy, 2006. 
Mintz, Alex,  Yi Yang, and Rose McDermott.  2011.  “Experimental Approaches to International Relations,” International 
Studies Quarterly, 55:2, 493-501. 
 
Recommended:  
Gary King, Robert Keohane, and Sidney Verba, Designing Social Inquiry, Princeton, 1994 
Henry Brady and David Collier, Rethinking Social Inquiry, Rowman and Littlefield, 2004 
Jack S. Levy, “Counterfactuals and Case Studies,” Ox Hb on Pol Meth, Chapter 27 
John Gerring , “Case Selection for Case-Study Analysis: Qualitative and Quantitative Techniques,” Ox Hb on Pol Meth, 
Chapter 28. 
 
Section 2: Contemporary Literatures in Security Studies 
 
12 September: Deterrence and Diplomacy 
Kenneth Shultz, “Domestic Opposition and Signaling in International Crises,” American Political Science Review 92 (Dec. 
1998), pp. 829-44. 
Anne Sartori, “The Might of the Pen,” International Organization, 2002. 
Daryl Press, “The Credibility of Power,” International Security, 2005. 
Alexander Thompson, “Coercion Through IO’s: The Security Council and the Logic of Information Transmission,” 
International Organization, 2006. 
Daniel Drezner, “The Hidden Hand of Economic Coercion,” International Organization, 2003. 
Daniel Drezner, “Bargaining, Enforcement, and Multilateral Sanctions,” International Organization, 2000 
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Recommended: 
James Fearon, “Signaling Foreign Policy Interests,” JCR, 41:1.  
J. Mercer, Reputation and International Politics, Cornell, 1996. 
Bratislav Slantchev, “Feigning Weakness,” International Organization, 2010. 
Lisa Martin, Coercive Cooperation, Princeton, 1998. 
Krzysztof Pelc, 2010. “Constraining Coercion?  Legitimacy and its Role in US Trade Policy, International Organization, 65-
96. 
Alex Downes and Todd Sechser.  2012.  “The Illusion of Democratic Credibility,” International Organization.  66:3, 457-
89. 
 
19 September: Bargaining and War 
J. Fearon. “Rationalist Expectations for War,” International Organization, 1995. 
H. Goemans, War and Punishment, Princeton, 2000. 
  
Recommended:  
A. Smith and A. Stam, “Bargaining and the Nature of War,” Journal of Conflict Resolution, 2004 [reviewer should also see 
Fey and Ramsey, “The Common Priors Assumption: A comment on `Bargaining and the Nature of War'," Journal of 
Conflict Resolution, 50 (4), August 2006, pp. 607-613 
R. Powell, “War as a Commitment Problem,” International Organization, 2006.  
Bratislav Slantchev, “The Principle of Convergence in Wartime Negotiations,” APSR, 2003. 
Barbara Walter, “The Critical Barrier to Civil War Settlement,” International Organization.  
John Keegan, History of Warfare, 1993, Chapter 1  
Peter Liebermann, “Punitiveness and US Elite Support for the 1991 Persian Gulf War,” Journal of Conflict Resolution, 
2007. 
Clausewitz, On War, book 1. (Paret and Howard translation) 
 
 
26 September Alliances 
Srdjan Vucetic, 2011, The Anglosphere, Stanford University Press, selection.  
Leeds, Brett Ashley.  2003.  “Do Alliances Deter Aggression?” American Journal of Political Science.  47:3, 427-39 
Brett V. Benson, 2011, Unpacking Alliances: Deterrent and Compellent Alliances and Their Relationship with Conflict, 
1816–2000, Journal of Politics 73:4 1111-1127. 
Leeds, Brett Ashley, Mattes, Michaela, Vogel, Jeremy S., 2009.  “Interests, Institutions, and the Reliability of International 
Commitments,” American Journal of Political Science, 53:2, 461-476 
Victor D. Cha. 2010.  Powerplay: Origins of the U.S. Alliance System in Asia, International Security, 34:3, 158-196 
 
Recommended Reading: 
Leeds, B. A. and Savun, B. (2007), Terminating Alliances: Why Do States Abrogate Agreements?. Journal of Politics, 69: 1118–1132.  
Brett B. Benson.  2012.  Constructing Security: Alliances, Deterrence, and Moral Hazard.  Cambridge University Press.  
Gregory D. Miller.  2012.  The Shadow of the Past: Reputation and Military Alliances Before the First World War.  Cornell 
University Press.  
Long, Andrew and Brett Ashley Leeds.  2006. “Trading for Security: Military Alliances and Economic Agreements,” 
Journal of Peace Research.  43:4, 433-451. 
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3 October: Nuclear Proliferation 
Jacques Hymans, Psychology of Nuclear Proliferation.  Cambridge, 2006. 
Matthew Kroenig, “Exporting the Bomb: Why States Provide Sensitive Nuclear Assistance,” American  
Political Science Review, 103:1, February 2009: 113-133 
 
Recommended:  
Matthew Kroenig, “Importing the Bomb: Sensitive Nuclear Assistance and Nuclear Proliferation,” Journal  
of Conflict Resolution, 53: 2, April 2009: 161-180.  
Michael Horowitz, “The Spread of Nuclear Weapons and International Conflict: Does Experience  Matter?” Journal of 
Conflict Resolution, 53:2 (April 2009), pp. 234-257. 
 
10 October: Democracies in International Relations 
 
Alex Downes, “How Smart and Tough are Democracies?” International Security.  2009: 33:4, 9-51. 
Michael Colaresi, “A Boom with Review: How Retrospective Oversight Increases the Foreign Policy Ability of 
Democracies,” American Journal of Political Science, 2012: 56:3, 671-689. 
Bruce Bueno de Mesquita et al., “An Institutional Explanation of the Democratic Peace,” American Political Science 
Review, 1999. 
Michael Mousseau, “The Nexus of Market Society, Liberal Preferences, and Democratic Peace,” International Studies 
Quarterly, 47:4, 483-510. 
 
Recommended: 
Dan Reiter and Allan Stam, “Democracy, War Initiation, and Victory,” American Political Science Review, 1998. 92:2 
Dan Reiter, “Democracy and Battlefield Military Effectiveness,” JCR, 1998: 42,3 
David Lake, “Powerful Pacificsts: Democratic States and War,” American Political Science Review.  1992: 86, 1. 
Zeev Maov and Bruce Russett, “Normative and Structural Causes of the Democratic Peace,” American Political Science 
Review, 1993 
 
17 October: Violence in War  
Stathis Kalyvas, Logic of Violence in Civil Wars. Cambridge, 2004. Selection.  
Macartan Humphreys and Jeremy Weinstein , 2006. “Handing and Manhandling Civilians in Civil War,” American Political 
Science Review.   
Alexander Downes, “Desperate Times, Desperate Measures: The Causes of Civilian Victimization in War,” International 
Security, 2006. 
Jason Lyall, “Does Indiscriminate Violence Incite Insurgent Attacks?” Journal of Conflict Resolution, 2009. 
 
Recommended: 
Jeremy Weinstein, Inside Rebellion: The Politics of Insurgent Violence, Cambridge, 2007. 
Jason Lyall, “Are Co-ethnics More Effective Counter-Insurgents?  Evidence from the Second Chechen War,” American 
Political Science Review, 2010. 
 
 
24 October: Nonviolence 
Ericka Chenoweth and Maria Stephan, 2011.  Why Civil Resistance Works, Columbia University Press.  
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31 October: Public Opinion and War 
Chris Gelpi, Peter Feaver, and Jason Reifler.  “Success Matters: Casualty Sensitivity and the War in Iraq,” International 
Security, 2006. 
 Matthew A. Baum and Tim Groeling, “Reality Asserts Itself: Public Opinion on Iraq and the Elasticity of Reality,” 
International Organization, 64:3,(2010) pp 443 -479 
Scott Gartner, “The Multiple Effects of Casualties on Public Support for War: An Experimental Approach, American 
Political Science Review, 102:1 (2008) pp.95-106. 
Adam Berinsky, “Assuming the Costs of War: Events, Elites, and American Public Support for Military Conflict,” Journal of 
Politics, 69:4, (2007) pp. 975-997. 
 
Recommended: 
John Mueller, “Presidential Approval from Truman to Johnson,” APSR, 1970. 
Scott Gartner, Gary Segura, and Michael Wilkening, “All Politics Are Local,” JCR, 1997. 
Douglas Foyle, “Public Opinion and Foreign Policy: Elite Beliefs as a Mediating Variable,” International Studies Quarterly, 
1997. 
Douglas Kriner, “Examining Variance in Presidential Approval: The Case of FDR in World War II,” Public Opinion 
Quarterly, 70:1, (2006), 23-47. 
Dominic Johnson and Dominic Tierney, Failing to Win: Perceptions of Victory and Defeat in International Politics, Harvard 
University Press, 2006, 
Richard K Herrmann, Philip Tetlock, and Penny Visser, “Mass Public Decisions to Go to War,” APSR, 1999, 93:3. 
 
Section 3: Contemporary Literature on International Organizations and Economics 
7 November: International Organizations 
Barbara Koremenos, Charles Lipson, and Duncan Snidal, “The Rational Design of International Institutions,” International 
Organization.  2001. 
Daniel Neilson and Michael Tierney, 2003. “Delegation to International Organizations,” International Organization, 57:2 
Selection from Randall Stone, Controlling Institutions, Cambridge, 2011. 
Matthew Eagleton-Pierce, Symbolic Power in the WTO, Oxford University Press 2012, Chapters 2-4  
 
Recommended: 
Andrew Moravcsik, The Choice for Europe, Cambridge 1998. 
Lloyd Gruber, Ruling the World, Princeton, 2000. 
 
14 November: Trade and Aid 
Helen Milner and Dustin Tingley, “Who Supports Global Economic Engagement?” International Organization, 2011 
Richard K. Herrmann, Philip Tetlock, and Matthew Diascro, “How Americans Think About Trade,” International Studies 
Quarterly, 45:2, 2001. 
Nathan Jensen, “Democratic Governance and Multinational Corporations: Political Regimes and Inflows of Foreign Direct 
Investment,” International Organization, 2003. 
Michael Hiscox, Calss Versus Industry Cleavages: Inter-Industry Factor Mobility and the Politics of Trade,” International 
Organization, 2001.  
 
Recommended: 
Bumba Mukherjee, Dale Smith, and Quan Li, “Labor Immobility and the Politics of Trade Protection in Majoritarian 
Democracies,” Journal of Politics, 2009. 
Michael Hiscox, “Commerce, Coalitions, and Factor Mobility,” APSR, 2002. 
Jens Hainmueller and Michael Hiscox, Learning to Love Globalization: Education and Individual Attitudes Toward 
International Trade,” International Organization, 2006. 
Jeffry Frieden, “Real Sources of European Currency Policy,” International Organization, 2002. 
 
5 December at 7 PM: Research Design Presentations 
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Miscellaneous  
 


A. If we had more time…. 
Terrorism  
Robert Pape, “The Strategic Logic of Suicide Terrorism,” American Political Science Review, 2003.   
Andrew Kydd and Barbara Walter, “Strategies of Terrorism,” International Security, 2006. 
Mette Eilstrup-Sangiovanni and Calvert Jones, “Assessing the Dangers of Illicit Networks,” International Security, 2008. 
Michael Horowitz, “Non-State Actors and the Diffusion of Innovations: The Case of Suicide Terrorism”.  
International Organization, 64:1 (Winter 2010), pp. 33-64.  
Bradley Thayer and Valerie Hudson, “Sex and the Shaheed,” International Security, 2010 
Recommended: 
Scott Ashworth, Joshua Clinton, Adam Meirowtiz, and Kristopher Ramsey, “Design, Inference, and the Strategic Logic of 
Suicide Terrorism,” APSR, 2008; and response, Robert Pape, Methods and Findings in the Study of Suicide Terrorism, 
APSR, 2008. 
Assaf Moghadam, “Suicide Terrorism, Occupation, and the Globalization of Martyrdom: A Critique of Dying to Win,” 
Studies in Conflict and Terrorism, 2006. 
Ethan Bueno de Mesquita, “Politics and the Suboptimal Provision of Counterterrorism,” International Organization, 
2007. 
 
Norms in International Relations  
Sarah Percy, 2007. Mercenaries: Strong Norm, Weak Law,” International Organization.  61:2. 
Nina Tannenwald, “The Nuclear Taboo,” International Organization, 1999. 
Jenifer Ramos, Changing Nroms Through Actions: The Evolution of Sovereignty, Oxford University Press, 2013, Chapters 
1-3. 
Emilie Hafner-Burton et al., “Emergency and Escape: Explaining Derogations from Human Rights Treaties,” International 
Organization, 2011. 
Recommended: 
Ward Thomas, “Norms and Security: The Case of International Assassination,” International Security, 2000 
Price, Richard. 1998.  “Reversing the Gun Sights: Transnational Civil Society Targets Land Mines,” International 
Organization, 52:3, pp. 613-44.  
N. Tannenwald, “Stigmatizing the Bomb,” International Security, 2005. 
Price, Richard. 1995.  “A Genealogy of the Chemical Weapons Taboo.”  International Organization.  49:1, 73-103. 
Andrew Moravcsik, “The Origins of Human Rights Regimes,” International Organization, 2000. 
Margaret Keck and Kathryn Sikkink, Activists Beyond Borders.  Cornell.  
Thomas M. Dolan, “Unthinkable and Tragic,” International Organization, 2013. 
 


B. Other Things You Should Read 
Thucydides, History of the Peloponnesian War 
Thomas Schelling, Arms and Influence 
Mancur Olson, Logic of Collective Action 
Bruce Bueno de Mesquita et al., Logic of Political Survival 
John Zaller, The Nature and Origins of Mass Opinion 
Benjamin Page and  Robert Shapiro, The Rational Public 








UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL FLORIDA 
DIPLOMACY  


INR 4030 
COURSE SYLLABUS 


Fall 2013 
Dr. Bruce Farcau 


 
I.  Textbooks (Required) 
 
 Kissinger, Henry, Diplomacy, New York:  Simon and Schuster, 1994. 
 
 


FURTHER READING FOR EXTRA CREDIT PROJECT 
 


Aitken, Jonathan, Nixon:  A Life 
Bishop, Jim, FDR’s Last Year 
Carr, Caleb, The Lessons of Terror 
Chang, Jung, Mao 
De Gaulle, Charles, The Complete War Memoirs of Charles De Gaulle 
Dos Pasos, John, Mr. Wilson’s War 
Evans, M. Stanton, Blacklisted by History 
Ferguson, Niall, The Pity of War. 
Fleming, Thomas, The New Dealers’ War 
Friedman, George, The Future of War 
Friedman, Norman, The Fifty Year War 
Friedman, Thomas, From Beirut to Jerusalem 
Fursenko and Naftali, Khrushchev’s Cold War 
Garthoff, Raymond, Detente and Confrontation 
Glenny, Misha, Balkans 
Halberstam, David, The Best and the Brightest, War in a Time of Peace 
Isaacson, Walter, The Wise Men 
Kennedy, Paul, The Rise and Fall of the Great Powers 
Kepel, Gilles, Jihad:  The Trail of Political Islam 
Kissinger, Henry, A World Restored, White House Years, Years of Upheaval, Years of Renewal, 


Does America Need a Foreign Policy? 
Laqueur, Walter, The New Terrorism 
McCullough, David, Truman 
McDougall, Walter, Promised Land, Crusader State:  The American Encounter wit the World 
Since 1776. 
Meredith, Martin, The Fate of Africa 
Montefiore, Simon Sebag, Stalin: The Court of the Red Tsar 
Moyar, Mark, Triumph Forsaken 
Nixon, Richard, Six Crises, The Real War, No More Vietnams 
Podhoretz, Norman, World War IV 







Van Creveld, Martin, The Rise and Decline of the State 
Woodward, Robert, Plan of Attack 
 
   
II.  Office hours will generally be MWF from 0730-0820 in the adjunct office on the third floor 
of Phillips Hall.  Students with individual questions can also plan to come to class prior to the 
posted time or make separate arrangements for a meeting.  The instructor can also be reached at 
bfarcau@msn.com, although all papers for the course are to be printed out and delivered in 
hard copy, not via e-mail.  Papers can be dropped off at the Political Science Department, 
Phillips Hall 302 during normal business hours. 
 
III.  Course Description 
 
INR 4030 
DIPLOMACY 
Theory, concepts, and practice of diplomacy in the modern world with a special focus on 
European and American foreign policy in the 19th and 20th centuries and on current international 
issues.     
 
IV.  Test and Grading Policy 
 
 A.  There will be three (3) exams, none of which will be comprehensive.  Each exam is 
worth 25% of the final grade.  If a student misses either of the first two exams, a take-home 
make-up can be arranged, but it should be understood that the make-up will be graded at a much 
higher standard and will not offer “bonus” points available during the scheduled test.  If taking 
the take-home version of the test, it is the student’s responsibility to pick up a copy of the test at 
the next class session or obtain it from another student (not to ask for it via email.)  The take-
home version of the test must be turned in no later than one week after the in-class test (i.e., if 
the original test was on a Monday, the test would be due by close of business the following 
Monday.)  Later papers will NOT be accepted.  There will be NO make-ups given for the final 
test, although a take-home version will be made available on the last day of classes for those 
unable to attend the in-class final (and, no, you can’t take them both and see which one you do 
better on.)  Take-home versions of the final must be turned in by the time of the in-class final.  
Exams will consist of a number of essay questions and short answers and the student will have 
an opportunity to choose which questions to answer.  Bonus (extra credit) questions may be 
offered based on current events.  Tests will be based on the texts and explanations of that 
material provided in lecture. 
 
 B.  A term paper of a minimum of 8 pages of text (typed, double-spaced, with Times 
New Roman 12-point font and standard margins) besides bibliography, and any illustrations, and 
footnotes.  The paper should focus on the career and strategies of a major figure in the history of 
diplomacy (such as Richelieu, Bismarck, Nixon, etc.)  The topic should be approved by the 
instructor no later than September 30.  The paper should draw on at least six sources, but not 
including the course text or general encyclopedias.  As a rule of thumb, internet sources that do 
not provide an author’s name are not acceptable, and sources should not consist solely of journal 
articles.  Direct quotes should be kept to a minimum.  The paper will be worth 25% of your 
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grade.  The term paper will be due on or before November 15th.  Late papers will be accepted by 
November 22nd, but will suffer a 10-point penalty.  Papers will be accepted up to November 
27th, but for a 25-point penalty.  Papers will NOT be accepted after that date.  Due dates 
refer to the end of class on that date, not midnight. 
 
 C.  Students will have the opportunity to earn up to 10 extra credit points (i.e., added to a 
test score) by submitting a 4-page, typed report on any of the books on the list provided.  
Students are welcome to offer additional titles of other books related to the course subject for 
approval as well.  This will be due by November 27th. 
 
 D.  Each test (modified for extra credit) and the term paper are all worth the same weight 
toward the final grade.  The percentage grade on each test will be averaged to result in the final 
grade.  The grade scale will be: 
   
  59 below = F 
  60-69      = D 
  70-79      = C 
  80-89      = B 
  90 above = A 
 
V.  Competencies 
 
 Students will learn to analyze information about international relations and relate it to 
current events under discussion.  They will be able to argue and explain their conclusions about 
such events.  Students will learn to recognize tactics of persuasion used by diplomats and to 
evaluate their points of view.  Students will learn to express their views both in writing and 
orally and defend their positions when questioned.  Students will be able to apply what they have 
learned in daily life, both when reading about international events and when exercising their 
rights and responsibilities as citizens. 


 
SCHEDULE 


(Subject to Change – Note that no specific dates for tests are given) 
 


WEEK    TOPIC     TEXT - CHAPTER 
 
1       Basic IR Terms   N/A 
 
2    The American Philosophy of   Diplomacy, 2 
    Foreign Affairs 


 
3    The Rise of the Nation-State  Diplomacy, 3 
      Richelieu and Napoleon 
 
4    The Balance of Power   Diplomacy, 4-5 
    Metternich and the Concert of 
    Vienna 







 
5             The Weakening of the Balance Diplomacy 6 
    Napleon III and Bismarck 
 
6    The Roots of World War I  Diplomacy, 7-8 
 


    FIRST TEST 
 
7    Collective Security - Versailles Diplomacy, 9-10 
    Wilson and the Idealists 
 
8    The Fall of Versailles   Diplomacy, 11-13 
    and the League of Nations 
    Chamberlain and Hitler 
 
9    World War II     Diplomacy, 14 
    Roosevelt, Churchill and Stalin 
 
10    World War II    Diplomacy 15 
 
11    Origins of the Cold War  Diplomacy, 16-17 
  


    SECOND TEST 
 


12    Containment    Diplomacy, 18-19 
    Truman, Eisenhower, Kennedy 
    and Khrushchev 


      
13    Vietnam    Diplomacy, 25-27 
    Kennedy – Nixon - Brezhnev 
       
14    Détente    Diplomacy, 28-29 
    Nixon – Carter 
 
15    Reagan and Gorbachev  Diplomacy, 30, 31 
    The New World Order 
 
16    End of the Cold War    Diplomacy, 1 
      


THIRD TEST (Finals week – check ucf.edu schedule) 
 


STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES: 
 
 A.  Students are expected to attend every class, barring illness or true emergency.  It is 
unlikely that a good grade can be earned without regular attendance in class, but attendance will 
not count as part of the grade.  It is the responsibility of the student to obtain lecture notes from 







another student in case of need. 
 
 B.  Punctuality:  Classes will start promptly as scheduled.  If arriving late, please enter as 
discreetly as possible.  Do not leave until class is dismissed. 
 
 C.  Courtesy:  Beepers and cell phones should be turned off during class.  There should 
be no eating or drinking during class.  Any questions should be directed to the instructor, and the 
only other talking should be in response to questions from the instructor or at his direction.  
 
 D.  Cheating:  All written work should be your own.  Plagiarizing on term papers or 
otherwise cheating on tests will result in an automatic F grade for the entire course. 
 
 E.  Student contract:  The student must sign and submit the following form to the 
instructor as evidence of having received and understood the terms of the course.  These 
contracts will be used to compile the instructor’s grade roster.  Grades will not be posted for any 
student for whom no contract has been received. 
 
------------------------------------------------TEAR LINE-------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
I, _________________________________ have read and understood the syllabus for this  
    Name and PID 
course.  I understand my responsibilities as a student and the penalties involved in failing 
to comply with course requirements. 
 
INR 4030 
Diplomacy 
 
_____________________________________ _____________________________ 
Signature      Date 
 
 





		FURTHER READING FOR EXTRA CREDIT PROJECT






UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL FLORIDA 
THE POLITICS OF INTERNATIONAL TERRORISM  


INR 4084 
COURSE SYLLABUS 


Fall 2013 
Dr. Bruce Farcau 


 
I.  Textbooks (Required) 
 
 Chaliand, Gérard and Blin, Arnaud.  The History of Terrorism: From Antiquity to al 
Qaeda.  University of California Press, 2007. 
 Kegley, Charles W.  The New Global Terrorism:  Characteristics, Causes, Controls.  
Prentice-Hall, 2003. 
 Post, Jerrold M., The Mind of the Terrorist.  Palgrave, 2007. 
 
 Recommended: 
 
 Boot, Max, War Made New 
 Baer, Robert.  See No Evil:  The True Story of a Ground Soldier in the CIA’s War on 
Terrorism.  Crown Publishers, 2002. 
 Berntsen, Gary.  Jawbreaker:  The Attack on Bin Ladin and Al-Qaeda.  Three Rivers 
Press, 2005. 


Carr, Caleb.  The Lessons of Terror.  Random House, 2003. 
Coll, Steve, Ghost Wars:  The Secret History of the CIA, Afghanistan, and Bin Laden, 


from the Soviet Invasion to September 10, 2001, Penguin Books, 2004. 
Gates, Robert, From the Shadows.  Simon and Schuster, 2007. 


 Hoffman, Bruce, Inside Terrorism.  Columbia University Press, 2006 
 Kepel, Gilles.  Jihad:  The Trail of Political Islam.  Harvard University Press, 2002. 
 Laqueur, Walter.  The New Terrorism:  Fanatacism and the Arms of Mass Destruction.  
Oxford University Press, 1999. 
 Mandelbaum, Michael.  The Case for Goliath 
 Peters, Ralph.  Endless War.  Stackpole Books, 2010. 


Posner, Richard A., Not a Suicide Pact 
 Sageman, Marc, Understanding Terror Networks 
 Trofimov, Yaroslav.  The Siege of Mecca.  Doubleday, 2007. 
 Jones, Seth, Hunting Shadows, W.W. Norton, 2012. 
 
 Students are expected to do assigned readings ahead of the class discussion.  While the 
recommended readings are not required, students may find the additional detail contained therein 
to be helpful both from a substantive point of view and as a means of balancing contending 
interpretations of history. 
   
II.  Office hours will generally be MWF from 0730-0820 in the adjunct office on the third floor 
of Phillips Hall.  Students with individual questions can also plan to come to class prior to the 







posted time or make separate arrangements for a meeting.  The instructor can also be reached at 
bfarcau@msn.com. although all papers for the course are to be printed out and delivered in class, 
not via e-mail. 
 
III.  Course Description 
 
INR 4084 
THE POLITICS OF INTERNATIONAL TERRORISM 
 
The study of terrorism with an emphasis on its international dimensions.  The course will focus 
on the origins, nature and tactics of terrorism and its use throughout history as well as on the 
policies adopted to counter terrorist threats.       
 
IV.  Test and Grading Policy 
 
 A.  There will be three (3) exams, none of which will be comprehensive.  Each exam is 
worth 25% of the final grade.  If a student misses either of the first two exams, a take-home 
make-up can be arranged, but it should be understood that the make-up will be graded at a much 
higher standard and will not offer “bonus” points available during the scheduled test.  If taking 
the take-home version of the test, it is the student’s responsibility to pick up a copy of the test at 
the next class session or obtain it from another student (not to ask for it via email.)  The take-
home version of the test must be turned in no later than one week after the in-class test (i.e., if 
the original test was on a Monday, the test would be due by close of business the following 
Monday.)  Later papers will NOT be accepted.  There will be NO make-ups given for the final 
test, although a take-home version will be made available on the last day of classes for those 
unable to attend the in-class final (and, no, you can’t take them both and see which one you do 
better on.)  Take-home versions of the final must be turned in by the time of the in-class final.  
Exams will consist of a number of essay questions and short answers and the student will have 
an opportunity to choose which questions to answer.  Bonus (extra credit) questions may be 
offered based on current events.  Tests will be based on the texts and explanations of that 
material provided in lecture. 
 
 B.  A term paper of at least 8 pages of text (typed, double-spaced, with standard margins 
and font) besides bibliography, illustrations, and footnotes.  The paper should focus on either a 
personality, policy, or event of significance during the period covered by the course.  The topic 
should be approved by the instructor no later than September 30th.  The paper should draw 
on at least five sources, not including the course texts or general encyclopedias.  As a rule of 
thumb, internet sources that do not provide an author’s name are not acceptable, and sources 
should not consist solely of journal articles.  Direct quotes should be kept to a minimum.  The 
paper will be worth 25% of your grade.  The term paper will be due on or before November 15th.  
Late papers will be accepted by November 22nd, but will suffer a 10-point penalty.  Papers will 
still be accepted up to November 27th but will suffer a 25-point penalty.  Papers will NOT be 
accepted after that date.  Due dates refer to the end of class on that date, not midnight. 
 
 C.  Students will have the opportunity to earn up to 10 extra credit points (i.e., added to a 
test score) by submitting a 4-page, typed report on any of the books on the list provided.  







Students are welcome to offer additional titles of other books related to the course subject for 
approval as well.  This will be due by November 27th.  No late papers will be accepted. 
 
 D.  Each test (modified for extra credit) and the term paper are all worth the same weight 
toward the final grade.  The percentage grade on each test will be averaged to result in the final 
grade.  The grade scale will be: 
   
  59 below = F 
  60-69      = D 
  70-79      = C 
  80-89      = B 
  90 above = A 
 
V.  Competencies 
 
 Students will learn to analyze information about international relations and relate it to 
current events under discussion.  They will be able to argue and explain their conclusions about 
such events.  Students will learn to recognize tactics of persuasion used by diplomats and to 
evaluate their points of view.  Students will learn to express their views both in writing and 
orally and defend their positions when questioned.  Students will be able to apply what they have 
learned in daily life, both when reading about international events and when exercising their 
rights and responsibilities as citizens. 


 
SCHEDULE 


(Subject to Change – Note that no specific dates for tests are given) 
 


WEEK OF   TOPIC     TEXT - CHAPTER 
 
1       Defining Terrorism   Post, Ch 1 
          
2    The Nature of Terrorism    Chaliand, Ch 1-2 
     
3    Early Terrorism   Chaliand, Ch 3-4 
       
4    Terrorism in the 18th and  Chaliand, Ch 5-8 
    19th Centuries    
     
5    State Terrorism   Chaliand, Ch 9 
         Kegley, Ch 4 
 
6    Nationalist-Separatist    Post, Ch 2-6 
    Terrorism 
     
7    Ideological Terrorism   Chaliand, Ch 10 
         Kegley, Ch 9, 10 
         Post, Ch 7-10 







 
    FIRST TEST 


 
8    Postmodern Terrorism   Kegley, Ch 11-12 
     
9    Origins of Islamic Terrorism  Chaliand, Ch 11-12 
         Kegley, 14-15    
 
10    Origins of Islamic Terrorism  Post, Ch 11-12 
     
11    Al Qaeda    Kegley, Ch 13 
         Post, Ch 13-15 
     
12    The Future of Islamic Terrorism Chaliand, Ch 14-15 
  


    SECOND TEST 
 
13    Counterterrorist Theory  Kegley, Ch 17-18 
         Post, Ch 17 
          
14    New Terrorist Tactics   Post, Ch 16 
 
15    Democracy vs. Terrorism  Chaliand, Ch 16 
         Kegley, Ch 12   
       
16    Intelligence vs. Terrorism  Kegley, Ch 19 
    State Sponsors of Terrorism  Kegley, Ch 20-21 
      


THIRD TEST (finals week, check UCF website for dates and times) 
STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES: 
 
 A.  Students are expected to attend every class, barring illness or true emergency.  It is 
unlikely that a good grade can be earned without regular attendance in class, but attendance will 
not count as part of the grade.  It is the responsibility of the student to obtain lecture notes from 
another student in case of need. 
 
 B.  Punctuality:  Classes will start promptly as scheduled.  If arriving late, please enter as 
discreetly as possible.  Do not leave until class is dismissed. 
 
 C.  Courtesy:  Beepers and cell phones should be turned off during class.  There should 
be no eating or drinking during class.  Any questions should be directed to the instructor, and the 
only other talking should be in response to questions from the instructor or at his direction.  
 
 D.  Cheating:  All written work should be your own.  Plagiarizing on term papers or 
otherwise cheating on tests will result in an automatic F grade for the entire course. 
 







E.  Student contract:  The student must sign and submit the following form to the instructor as 
evidence of having received and understood the terms of the course.  These contracts will be 
used to compile the instructor’s grade roster.  Grades will not be posted for any student for whom 
no contract has been received. 
 
------------------------------------------------TEAR LINE-------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
I, _________________________________ have read and understood the syllabus for this  
    Name and PID 
course.  I understand my responsibilities as a student and the penalties involved in failing 
to comply with course requirements. 
 
INR 4084 
Terrorism 
 
_____________________________________ _____________________________ 
Signature      Date 
 
 
 
 








UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL FLORIDA 
STRATEGIC WEAPONS AND ARMS CONTROL  


INR 4115 
COURSE SYLLABUS 


Fall 2013 
Dr. Bruce Farcau 


 
I.  Textbooks (Required) 
 
 Freedman, Lawrence, The Evolution of Nuclear Strategy, 3rd Edition, New York:  
Palgrave-Macmillan, 2003, ISBN 0-333-97239-3 
 
 Allison, Graham and Zeliko, Phillip, The Essence of Decision:  Explaining the Cuban 
Missile Crisis, 2nd Edition, 1999, ISBN 0-321-013497-2. 
 
 Glynn, Patrick:  Closing Pandora’s Box:  Arms Races, Arms Control, and the History of 
the Cold War.  New York:  Basic Books, 1992, ISBN:  046501187x. 
 


SUGGESTED FURTHER READING FOR EXTRA CREDIT PROJECT 
 


Allison, Graham, Nuclear Terrorism:  The Ultimate Preventable Catastrophe 
Barry, John M., The Great Influenza 
Boot, Max, War Made New 
Carr, Caleb, The Lessons of Terror 
Dobbs, Michael, One Minute to Midnight. 
Douglass, Jospeh D., America the Vulnerable: The Threat of Chemical/Biological Warfare, 


Lexington:  Lexington Books, 1987. 
Friedman, George, The Future of War 
Friedman, Norman, The Fifty Year War 
Garthoff, Raymond, Detente and Confrontation, The Great Transition 
Halberstam, David, War in a Time of Peace 
Hoffman, David E., The Dead Hand:  The Untold Story of the Cold War Arms Race and Its 
Dangerous Legacy.   
Isaacson, Walter, The Wise Men 
Kahn, Herman, On Thermonuclear War, Thinking about the Unthinkable 
Kaplan, Fred, The Wizards of Armageddon 
Kennedy, Paul, The Rise and Fall of the Great Powers 
Kepel, Gilles, Jihad:  The Trail of Political Islam 
Kissinger, Henry, Years of Upheaval, Years of Renewal, Does America Need a Foreign Policy? 
Kolkowicz, Roman, The Soviet Calculus of Nuclear War, Lexington:  Lexington Books, 


1984.Laqueur, Walter, The New Terrorism 
Mangold, Tom and Goldberg, Jeff, Plague Wars: The Terrifying Reality of Biological Warfare. 
Paret, Peter, ed., Makers of Modern Strategy:  From Machiavelli to the Nuclear Age, Princeton:  


Princeton University Press, 1986. 







Pry, Peter Vincent.  War Scare:  Russia and America on the Nuclear Brink. 
Nixon, Richard, Six Crises, The Real War 
Quester, George H., The Future of Nuclear Deterrence, Lexington:  Lexington Books, 1986. 
Rhodes, Richard, The Making of the Atomic Bomb, New York:  Simon & Schuster, 1988. 
Schelling, Thomas, Arms and Influence 
Schell, Jonathan, The Fate of the Earth/The Abolition. 
Swedin, Eric.  When Angels Wept 
Tucker, Jonathan, Toxic Terror 
Van Creveld, Martin, Air Power and Maneuver in Warfare 
 
   
II.  Office hours will generally be MWF from 0730-0820 in third floor Phillips Hall adjunct 
office or by appointment.  Students with individual questions can also plan to come to class prior 
to the posted time or make separate arrangements for a meeting.  The instructor can also be 
reached at bfarcau@msn.com. although all papers for the course are to be printed out and 
delivered in class, not via e-mail.  Papers may be dropped off at the Political Science 
Department, Phillips Hall 302, during normal business hours. 
 
III.  Course Description 
 
INR 4115 
STRATEGIC WEAPONS AND ARMS CONTROL 
Theory, concepts, and practice of diplomacy in the development and deployment of and 
limitations on strategic weapons with a special focus on the nuclear age.     
 
IV.  Test and Grading Policy 
 
 A.  There will be three (3) exams, none of which will be comprehensive.  Each exam is 
worth 25% of the final grade.  If a student misses either of the first two exams, a take-home 
make-up can be arranged, but it should be understood that the make-up will be graded at a much 
higher standard and will not offer “bonus” points available during the scheduled test.  If taking 
the take-home version of the test, it is the student’s responsibility to pick up a copy of the test at 
the next class session or obtain it from another student (not to ask for it via email.)  The take-
home version of the test must be turned in no later than one week after the in-class test (i.e., if 
the original test was on a Monday, the test would be due by close of business the following 
Monday.)  Later papers will NOT be accepted.  There will be NO make-ups given for the final 
test, although a take-home version will be made available on the last day of classes for those 
unable to attend the in-class final (and, no, you can’t take them both and see which one you do 
better on.)  Take-home versions of the final must be turned in by the time of the in-class final.  
Exams will consist of a number of essay questions and short answers and the student will have 
an opportunity to choose which questions to answer.  Bonus (extra credit) questions may be 
offered based on current events.  Tests will be based on the texts and explanations of that 
material provided in lecture. 
 
 B.  A term paper of a minimum of 8 pages of text (typed, double-spaced, with standard 
margins and Times New Roman 12-point font with page numbers) besides bibliography, and any 







illustrations, and footnotes.  The paper should focus on a subject related to the course material, 
for example:  the SALT talks, the Reykjavik conference, the “Star Wars” Program, etc.  Since we 
cover the Cuban Missile Crisis and the decision to drop the bomb on Hiroshima in great detail in 
class, it is recommended that these NOT be chosen as a term paper topic.  The topic should be 
approved by the instructor no later than September 30th.  The paper should draw on at least 
five sources, but not including the course text or general encyclopedias.  As a rule of thumb, 
internet sources that do not provide an author’s name are not acceptable, and sources should not 
consist solely of journal articles.  Direct quotes should be kept to a minimum.  The paper will be 
worth 25% of your grade.  The term paper will be due on or before November 15th.  Late papers 
will be accepted by November 22nd, but will suffer a 10-point penalty.  Papers will be accepted 
up to November 27th, but for a 25-point penalty.  Papers will NOT be accepted after that 
date.  Due dates refer to the end of class session on that date, not midnight or any other 
time. 
 
 C.  Students will have the opportunity to earn up to 10 extra credit points (i.e., added to a 
test score) by submitting a 4-page, typed report on any of the books on the list provided.  
Students are welcome to offer additional titles of other books related to the course subject for 
approval as well.  This will be due by the end of class on November 27th.  No late papers will be 
accepted. 
 
 D.  Each test (modified for extra credit) and the term paper are all worth the same weight 
toward the final grade (i.e., 25% each).  The percentage grade on each test will be averaged to 
result in the final grade.  The grade scale will be: 
   
  59 below = F 
  60-69      = D 
  70-79      = C 
  80-89      = B 
  90 above = A 
 
V.  Competencies 
 
 Students will learn to analyze information about international relations and relate it to 
current events under discussion.  They will be able to argue and explain their conclusions about 
such events.  Students will learn to recognize tactics of persuasion used by diplomats and to 
evaluate their points of view.  Students will learn to express their views both in writing and 
orally and defend their positions when questioned.  Students will be able to apply what they have 
learned in daily life, both when reading about international events and when exercising their 
rights and responsibilities as citizens. 


 
SCHEDULE 


(Subject to Change – Note that no specific dates for tests are given) 
 


WEEK OF   TOPIC     TEXT - CHAPTER 
 
1      Background to Arms Control  Glynn, 1 and 2 







    Efforts in History 
 
2    Theory of Strategic Warfare    Freedman, 1 
     
3    The Arrival of the Bomb  Freedman, 2-3 
         Glynn, 3 
   
4    Bipolarity and Limited War  Freedman, 7-8 
         Glynn, 4 and 5 
 
5    Sputnik and Theories of Deterrence Freedman 9-11 
 


    FIRST TEST 
 
6    The Cuban Missile Crisis  Allison, all 


Glynn 6 
 
7    The Cuban Missile Crisis  Allison, all 
     
8    Balance of Terror   Freedman, 12 
     
9    Flexible Response   Glynn, 7 
 


SECOND TEST 
 


10    Other Players    Freedman 19-20 
    Europe, China 
 
11    Other Players    Freedman, 21 
    Israel, India, Pakistan, Rogues  
  
12    Early Arms Control Efforts  Freedman, 13-14 
         Glynn 8 


    
13    Mutually Assured Destruction Freedman, 15-17 
         Glynn 9 
   
       
14    The End of MAD-ness  Freedman, 22-25  
    Reagan:  the End of the Cold War Glynn 10 
      
15    The Post Cold War World  Freedman, 26-28 
 
16    The Poor Man’s Bomb  Lecture 
    Terrorism and WMDs    
  







THIRD TEST (Finals week – check ucf.edu schedule) 
 


STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES: 
 
 A.  Students are expected to attend every class, barring illness or true emergency.  It is 
unlikely that a good grade can be earned without regular attendance in class, but attendance will 
not count as part of the grade.  It is the responsibility of the student to obtain lecture notes from 
another student in case of need and to be aware of upcoming test dates, etc. 
 
 B.  Punctuality:  Classes will start promptly as scheduled.  If arriving late, please enter as 
discreetly as possible.  Do not leave until class is dismissed. 
 
 C.  Courtesy:  Beepers and cell phones should be turned off during class.  There should 
be no eating or drinking during class, primarily because the instructor doesn’t have a break for 
lunch and would get hungry.  Any questions should be directed to the instructor, and the only 
other talking should be in response to questions from the instructor or at his direction.  
 
 D.  Cheating:  All written work should be your own.  Plagiarizing on term papers or 
otherwise cheating on tests will result in an automatic F grade for the entire course.  Please don’t 
think that changing occasional words in a stolen paper will avoid detection. 
 


E.  Student contract:  The student must sign and submit the following form to the 
instructor as evidence of having received and understood the terms of the course.  These 
contracts will be used to compile the instructor’s grade roster.  Grades will not be posted for any 
student for whom no contract has been received. 
 
------------------------------------------------TEAR LINE-------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
I, _________________________________ have read and understood the syllabus for this  
    Name and PID 
course.  I understand my responsibilities as a student and the penalties involved in failing 
to comply with course requirements. 
 
INR 4115 
Strategic Weapons 
 
_____________________________________ _____________________________ 
Signature      Date 
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Syllabus and Schedule 


POS 4622 Politics and Civil Rights 
 


Dr. Terri Susan Fine 
 


Fall 2013 
Section  Location Credit Hours 
0W59 World Wide Web 3 


Instructor Contact 


Instructor  
Dr. Terri Susan Fine 
Professor of Political Science 
Associate Director, Lou Frey Institute of Politics and Government 


Office  
Phillips Hall 302K  
Second office:  Lou Frey Institute  
(Orlando Tech Center, 12443 Research Parkway, 400 Building, Suite 406) 


Office 
Hours  


Tuesday 10:45am-2:45pm and by appointment (Phillips Hall 302K and Lou Frey Institute) 
 
EXCEPT: 
 
August 27 (Florida Historic Capitol Museum Event, Tallahassee) 
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September 17 (Constitution Day Event, University of West Florida) 
October 15 (Florida Department of Education Meeting) 
 
Note:  Appointments available in the political science department, at the Lou Frey Institute in 
the Research Park (easy parking and no parking permit needed).  The #9 UCF Shuttle will take 
you there (Stop #2 —Florida Institute of Government stop), or we can meet by telephone.  


Phone  407-823-2081 (Political Science Department) 
407-823-3636 (Lou Frey Institute) 


Course Mail Available through the “inbox” function on the course home page (upper right). Contacting me 
through the course insures no SPAM and faster responses.   


Personal  


e-mail 


terri.fine@ucf.edu 
 
Note: E-mail to this personal account is to be used for emergencies only (i.e. if you have no 
Internet access);  
 
All regular communication must go through the course “inbox” function. Non-emergency e-
mail submitted to my personal account will not receive a response.  


Course page Available through Webcourses2@ucf at: https://webcourses2c.instructure.com  


 


Course Description 


 The purpose of this course is to introduce you to the politics of the civil rights 
experience in the United States since 1865. The course will focus on African-Americans 
and civil rights issues.  The civil rights experience has been a long difficult struggle in 
the United States. We will explore the nature of that struggle from several perspectives.  
 
 By the end of the course, students will be able to look at citizenship difficulties 
among African-Americans and how various aspects of the U.S. Constitution have 
served to define and redefine the nature and substance of citizenship. We will also 
explore the political nature of judicial decision making in the context of key U.S. 
Supreme Court cases as they apply to African-Americans. We will also examine key 
civil rights legislation and the role that key individuals, institutions and organizations play 
in mobilizing African-Americans to promote civil rights protection. 
 
 Political behavior and opinion will also be examined. We will look at black political 
behavior from the perspectives of voting, interest group mobilization, protest activities 
and opinion formation. The examination of elite black political behavior will address the 
role and impact that public officials play in the policy process in the executive, legislative 
and judicial branches of government. Attention will be given to black legislators and their 
efforts to promote a civil rights agenda while at the same time assimilating to a 
predominantly white political environment. We will also look at issues such as reverse 
discrimination, majority-minority districting, and political party and campaign politics. 



mailto:terri.fine@ucf.edu

https://webcourses2c.instructure.com/
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 The entire course will be couched in the context of the impact of social and 
economic conditions on political issues. To that end, we will explore how African-
Americans and whites differ in their economic and social resources and how those 
differences impact opportunities for securing political power. 
 
Course Texts:  


Black Politics in Conservative America by Marcus Pohlmann, Sloan Educational 
Publishing, ISBN 978-1597380126 
 
The Civil Rights Movement  (Revised Edition) by Bruce Dierenfield, Pearson Longman 
Press, ISBN 978-1405874359  
 
The following case decisions are available on http://www.oyez.org  
 
Adarand Constructors, Inc. v. Pena (1995) 
Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka, Kansas (1954) 
Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka, Kansas (1955) 
Dred Scott v. Sandford (1856)   
Grutter v. Bollinger (2003) 
Milliken v. Bradley (1974) 
Plessy v. Ferguson (1896) 
Richmond v. J.A. Croson Co. (1989) 
Shaw v. Reno (1993) 
Smith v. Allwright (1944) 
Swann v. Charlotte-Mecklenburg Board of Education (1971) 
Sweatt v. Painter (1950) 
University of California Regents v. Bakke (1978) 
 
Assessment: 


Grades will be based on several Internet Learning Modules, discussions, and quizzes.  
The entire course will be conducted on-line; there will be no on-campus meetings.    


Your grade will be determined as follows: 


Internet Learning Modules 45% 


Quizzes  25% 


Discussions 30% 


All assignments are due on the day and time posted; late assignments may be 
submitted with prior arrangement with the instructor and submission of 



http://www.oyez.org/
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documentation explaining why submitting the assignment on time was not 
possible.  The instructor must be notified within 48 hours of the missed 
assignment (unless doing so is impossible and the reason is documented) in 
order to be eligible to submit that assignment late.    


Assessment Rubric: 


Formative Assessment Course Objectives Met 
Internet Learning 
Modules  


Analyze how African-Americans experience civil 
rights issues in the U.S. governmental context  
 
Critique the role that civil rights issues play in mass-
level participation, elite behavior and public policy 
 
Evaluate how civil rights issues affect and are 
affected by political and electoral institutions. 


Discussions Understand and reflect on how civil rights issues 
affect and are affected by political and electoral 
institutions. 


Quizzes Know how civil rights issues affect and are affected 
by political and electoral institutions. 


 


Grading 


This course utilizes plus/minus grading. Your recorded final grade will be one of the following: 
A, A-, B+, B, B-, C+, C, C-, D+, D, D-, F. There will be no A+, F+ or F-.  


Grade Grade Points Grade Grade Points 
A 4.0 C 2.0 
A- 3.75 C- 1.75 
B+ 3.25 D+ 1.25 
B 3.0 D 1.00 
B- 2.75 D- .75 
C+ 2.25 F 0 


The Golden Rule 


Students must follow the University standards for personal and academic conduct as 
outlined in The Golden Rule. Students are apprised when they are accepted at the 
University that they must be aware of and follow these policies of conduct. See 
www.ucf.edu for details. 
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Policy on Academic Dishonesty 
Academic dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated. Please make certain that all 
assignments are completed individually and for this class only.  Violations of student 
academic behavior standards are outlined in The Golden Rule, the University of Central 
Florida's Student Handbook.  See http://www.ucf.edu/goldenrule/ for further details. 


 
1. Cheating whereby non-permissible written, visual or oral assistance 
including that obtained from another student is utilized on examinations, 
course assignments or projects. The unauthorized possession or use of 
examination or course related material shall also constitute cheating.  
 
2. Plagiarism whereby another's work is deliberately used or appropriated 
without any indication of the source thereby attempting to convey the 
impression that such work is the student's own. Any student failing to 
properly credit ideas or materials taken from another has plagiarized.  
 
3. A student who has assisted another in any of the aforementioned breach 
of standards shall be considered equally culpable. 


Students with Disabilities:  


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations 
for all persons with disabilities.  This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon 
request.  Students with disabilities who need accommodations in this course must 
contact the professor at the beginning of the semester to discuss needed 
accommodations.  No accommodations will be provided until the student has met with 
the professor to request accommodations.  Students who need accommodations must 
be registered with Student Disability Services, Student Resource Center Room 132, 
phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting 
accommodations from the professor. 


Reading Assignments 


Please contact me if you have any problems with the course. Changes in the syllabus 
and/or schedule may be made at any time during the term. A revised syllabus may be 
issued at my discretion. 


Grading Procedures:  


Final grades are determined through the use of the following letter grades: A, A-, B+, B, 
B-, C+, C, C-, D+, D, D-, F.  Grades of A+, F+ and F- are not used. 
  
Numerical grades compute into letter grades as follows: 
 
Grade Score Range Grade Score Range 
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A 95 and up C 73-76 
A- 90-94 C- 70-72 
B+ 87-89 D+ 67-69 
B 83-86 D 63-66 
B- 80-82 D- 60-62 
C+ 77-79 F 59 and below 
 
Numerical grades will be determined for all modules and the average of all quizzes and 
converted to letter grades as noted above.  Once letter grades have been determined 
for all assessments, letter grades are associated with the following scale: 
 
Grade Associated Score Grade Associated Score 
A 11 C 5 
A- 10 C- 4 
B+ 9 D+ 3 
B 8 D 2 
B- 7 D- 1 
C+ 6 F 0 
  
Using this scale, weights are assigned based on the syllabus.  All scores are then 
determined and weighted accordingly.  This overall score is then divided by 100 and 
applied to the 0-11/A-F grading scale above.  Note: Grades are not rounded. 
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POS 4622 Politics and Civil Rights 
Fall 2013 Schedule 


Please contact me if you have any concerns about the reading load, tips on getting the 
most from your reading, or the course in general.    


 
MP is Black Politics in Conservative America  
BD is The Civil Rights Movement  
 
Quizzes are generally due on Wednesdays 
Discussions-Initial Postings are generally due on Wednesdays 
Discussions-Response Postings are generally due on Fridays 
Modules are generally due on Fridays 
 
All assignments (quizzes, modules, discussions) are due at 11pm on their assigned days 
    


 
Course 
Week 


 
Assigned Readings 


 
Assignments  


August 19-
August 23 


Course Syllabus 
Protocols (Course Home Page 
Student Success (Course Home Page) 


Syllabus Quiz due August 23 11pm 


August 26-
August 30 


MP Chapter 1 MP Quiz 1 due August 28 11pm 


September 
2- 
September 
6 


MP Chapter 2 Discussion 1 Initial Posting due 
September 4 11pm 
Discussion 1 Response Posting due 
September 6 11pm 
MP Quiz 2 due September 4 11pm 


September 
9-
September 
13 


MP Chapter 3 
MP Chapter 4 
MP Chapter 5 


Discussion 2 Initial Posting due 
September 11 11pm 
Discussion 2 Response Posting due 
September 13 11pm 
 
MP Quiz 3 due September 11 11pm 
MP Quiz 4 due September 11 11pm 
MP Quiz 5 due September 11 11pm 


September 
16-
September 
20  


No Assigned  
Reading 


Dred Scott Module due September 20 
11pm 


September 
23-


BD  BD Chapters 1-4 Quiz due 11pm 
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September 
27 


Chapters 1-4 September 25 11pm 
Note:  The entire quiz covers chapters 
1-4 
 
Equal Protection Clause Module due 
September 27 11pm 


September 
30-October 
4 


No Assigned  
Reading 


Brown v. Board of Education Module 
due October 4 11pm 


October 7-
October 11  


No Assigned  
Reading 


Implementing Brown v. Board of 
Education Module due October 11 
11pm 


October 14-
October 18 


BD Chapters 5-10 Discussion 3 Initial Posting due 
October 16 11pm 
Discussion 3 Response Posting due 
October 18 11pm 
 
BD Chapters 5-10 Quiz due October 
16 11pm 
Note:  The entire quiz covers chapters 
5-10 


October 21-
October 25 


No Assigned  
Reading 


Non-Violent Social Change Module 
due October 25 11pm 


October 28-
November 1  


No Assigned 
 Reading 


Civil Disobedience Module due 
November 1 11pm 


November 
4-
November 8 


BD Chapters 11-13 Discussion 4 Initial Posting due 
November 6 11pm 
Discussion 4 Response Posting due 
November 8 11pm 
 
BD Chapters 11-13 Quiz due 
November 6 11pm 
Note:  The entire quiz covers chapters 
11-13 


November 
11-
November 
15 


MP Chapter 6 
MP Chapter 7 


Discussion 5 Initial Posting due 
November 13 11pm 
Discussion 5 Response Posting due 
November 15 11pm 
 
MP Quiz 6 due November 13 11pm 
MP Quiz 7 due November 13 11pm 
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Implementing the Civil Rights Act 
Module due November 15 11pm 


November 
18-
November 
22 


MP Chapter 8 Discussion 6 Initial Posting due 
November 20 11pm 
Discussion 6 Response Posting due 
November 22 11pm 
 
MP Quiz 8 due November 20 11pm 


November 
25-
November 
29 


No Assigned Reading Enjoy your Thanksgiving 
Holiday 


Wednesday 
December 4 


 Congressional Black Caucus Module 
due 11pm 
NOTE THE DAY 
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Instructor Contact 


Instructor  
Dr. Terri Susan Fine 
Professor of Political Science 
Associate Director, Lou Frey Institute of Politics and Government 


Office  
Phillips Hall 302K  
Second office:  Lou Frey Institute  
(Orlando Tech Center, 12443 Research Parkway, 400 Building, Suite 406) 


Office 
Hours  


Tuesday 10:45am-2:45pm and by appointment (Phillips Hall 302K and Lou Frey Institute) 
 
EXCEPT: 
 
August 27 (Florida Historic Capitol Museum Event, Tallahassee) 
September 17 (Constitution Day Event, University of West Florida) 
October 15 (Florida Department of Education Meeting) 
 
Note:  Appointments available in the political science department, at the Lou Frey Institute in 
the Research Park (easy parking and no parking permit needed).  The #9 UCF Shuttle will take 
you there (Stop #2 —Florida Institute of Government stop), or we can meet by telephone.  


Phone  407-823-2081 (Political Science Department) 
407-823-3636 (Lou Frey Institute) 


Course Mail Available through the “inbox” function on the course home page (upper right). Contacting me 
through the course insures no SPAM and faster responses.   


Personal  


e-mail 


terri.fine@ucf.edu 
 
Note: E-mail to this personal account is to be used for emergencies only (i.e. if you have no 
Internet access);  
 
All regular communication must go through the course “inbox” function. Non-emergency e-
mail submitted to my personal account will not receive a response.  


Course page Available through Webcourses2@ucf at: https://webcourses2c.instructure.com  


Course Description: 


This course will look at religion and politics in the United States from three 
interrelated perspectives: 
 
a) What are the theoretical religious foundations for the founding of the United States?  
What does it mean to be a democracy devoted to religious freedom when those founders 
are members of the same religious group and the founding of the country was based on 
religious motivations including escaping religious persecution? 



mailto:terri.fine@ucf.edu

https://webcourses2c.instructure.com/
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b)  What are the core religion-based public policies in effect or under consideration in the 
United States?  How does the policy making and implementation process work in the 
U.S. to bring about religion-based policy?  What constitute the core intra-state and inter-
state conflicts surrounding these religion based public policies or policy proposals?    
 
c) How does religion motivate and impact political behavior in the United States? How 
does religion impact who has political power?  How does religion motivate power-
seeking behavior in the United States? 
 
Why look at the United States? 
 
The United States was founded by homogeneous religious groups seeking refuge from 
religious persecution.  The U.S. claims to be a democracy while at the same time it is 
clear that one religious orientation dominates its political system.  Religion is also a 
prime motivator and influence on political behavior and, as a result, how the political 
system functions, including party structures, electoral outcomes, campaign strategies, 
voter mobilization and other grassroots efforts, are all affected by religious commitments.  


Course Goals: The primary goals of this course are to understand the relationship 
between religion and politics in democratic theocracies from four core perspectives:  
theoretical orientations, mass-level participation, elite behavior, and public policy.  The 
course will focus on these factors in the United States.    
 
Course Objectives:  At the end of this course, you will be able to develop approaches to 
analyzing the relationship between religion and politics in democratic theocracies, and 
critique the role that religion plays in mass-level participation, elite behavior and public 
policy.  You will also be able to evaluate how religion and politics affects and is affected 
by political and electoral institutions. 
 
The course text is:  Religion and Politics in the United States (6th edition) by Kenneth 
Wald and Allison Calhoun-Brown.  Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, Inc.; 
ISBN-10: 1442201525/ISBN-13: 978-1442201521 
 
Note:  It is critically important that you purchase the 6th edition, and not an earlier 
edition.  This text is available on Kindle.   
 
Additional Readings (Note:  Links may go down at any time; please Google the title on 
the left in case a link is not available): 
 
Name of Reading Internet Location 
The Declaration of 
Independence of 
the United States 
of America 


http://www.ushistory.org/DECLARATION/document/index.htm 


The United States http://www.usconstitution.net/const.html 
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Constitution/ 
Amendments 1 
and 14 
Letter from the 
Danbury Baptist 
Association to 
Thomas Jefferson 
(October 7, 1801) 


http://www.stephenjaygould.org/ctrl/dba_jefferson.html 


Thomas Jefferson 
Letter to the 
Danbury Baptists 
(January 1, 1802) 


http://www.stephenjaygould.org/ctrl/jefferson_dba.html 


Thomas Jefferson, 
A Bill for 
Establishing 
Religious Freedom 


http://www.firstfreedom.org/PDF/Statute-original-language-pic.pdf 


United States 
Supreme Court 
Cases: 


Dred Scott v. 
Sandford 60 U.S. 
393 (1856) 


Reynolds v. U.S. 
98 U.S. 1456 
(1878) 


Davis v. Beason 
133 U.S. 333 
(1898) 


West Virginia 
Board of 
Education v. 
Barnette 319 U.S. 
124 (1943) 


Engel v. Vitale 
370 U.S. 421 
(1962) 


Lemon v. 
Kurtzman 403 
U.S. 602 (1971) 


www.oyez.org 



http://www.firstfreedom.org/PDF/Statute-original-language-pic.pdf

http://www.oyez.org/
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Wisconsin v. 
Yoder 406 U.S. 
205 (1972) 


Heffron v. 
International 
Society for 
Krishna 
Consciousness 452 
U.S. 640 (1989) 


Church of the 
Lukumi Babal U 
Aye, Inc. v. City of 
Hialeah, Florida 91 
U.S. 948 (1993) 


Kiryas Joel School 
District v. Grumet 
512 U.S. 637 
(1994) 


Locke v. Davey 
540 U.S. 712 
(2004) 


Class Requirements  


There will several multiple choice text based quizzes, Internet based research modules, 
and asynchronous discussions based on text material and current events.  Grades are 
based on several Internet Learning Modules, discussions, and quizzes (one quiz, one 
Internet Learning Module and one discussion may be missed without penalty; if none in 
any category are missed, the lowest grade is dropped in that category before determining 
the grade in that category).   Grading procedures are found at the end of this document.  
The entire course will be conducted on-line; there will be no on-campus meetings.    


Your grade will be determined as follows: 


Internet Learning Modules  45% 


Discussions 30% 


Quizzes 25% 
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All assignments are due no later than the day and time posted; late assignments may 
be submitted with prior arrangement with the instructor and submission of 
documentation explaining why submitting the assignment on time was not possible.  
The instructor must be notified within 48 hours of the missed assignment (unless 
doing so is impossible and the reason is documented) in order to be eligible to 
submit that assignment late.    


Grading and Assessment 


Assessment Course Objectives Met 
Internet Learning Modules  Analyze the relationship between religion and politics in 


democratic theocracies 


Critique the role that religion plays in mass-level participation, 
elite behavior and public policy 


Evaluate how religion and politics affects and is affected by 
political and electoral institutions. 


Quizzes Understand how religion and politics affects and is affected by 
political and electoral institutions. 


Asynchronous Discussions Analyze the relationship between religion and politics in 
democratic theocracies 


Critique the role that religion plays in mass-level participation, 
elite behavior and public policy 


Evaluate how religion and politics affects and is affected by 
political and electoral institutions 


Plus/Minus Grading: 


This course will be graded using plus/minus grading. Your recorded final grade will be 
one of the following: A, A-, B+, B, B-, C+, C, C-, D+, D, D-, F and not A+, F+ or F-.  


Your transcript will reflect the calculation of grade points accordingly: 


Grade Grade Points Grade Grade Points 
A 4.00 C 2.00 
A- 3.75 C- 1.75 
B+ 3.25 D+ 1.25 
B 3.00 D 1.00 
B- 2.75 D- .75 
C+ 2.25 F 0.00 
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Student Code of Conduct: 


The Golden Rule: 


Students must follow the University standards for personal and academic conduct as 
outlined in The Golden Rule. Students are apprised when they are accepted at the 
University that they must be aware of and follow these policies of conduct. See 
http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/ for details. 


Policy on Academic Dishonesty: 


Academic dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated. Please make certain that all 
assignments and examinations are completed individually and that these assignments are 
completed for this course only. Please let me know if you have questions about this 
policy. 


Disability Access Statement:    


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations 
for all persons with disabilities.  This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon 
request.  Students who need accommodations must be registered with Student Disability 
Services, Student Resource Center Room 132, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only 
phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting accommodations from the professor. 


Changes in the syllabus and/or schedule may be made at any time during the term. A 
revised syllabus may be issued at my discretion. Readings and assignments should be 
completed for the day listed. 


Please contact me if you have any problems about the reading load, tips on getting the 
most from your reading, or the course in general. My office hours are listed above. 


Schedule 


Class Week Assigned Reading Assignments/Notes/Announcements 


 Ethnic Democracy in the United 
States 


 


August 19-
August 23 


Course Syllabus 
Student Success (Course 
Homepage) 
Protocols (Course Homepage) 


Syllabus Quiz due 8/23 11pm 
Note:  The syllabus quiz will count as up 
to five points toward your highest module.     


August 26-
August 30 


Wald and Calhoun-Brown 
Chapter 1 
Wald and Calhoun-Brown 
Chapter 2 


Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 1 quiz 
due 8/28 11pm 
Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 2 quiz 
due 8/28 11pm 
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Discussion One Initial Posting due 8/28 
11pm 
Discussion One Response Posting due 
8/30 11pm 


September 2-
September 6 


Wald and Calhoun-Brown 
Chapter 3 
Wald and Calhoun-Brown 
Chapter 4 


Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 3 Quiz 
due 9/4 11pm 
Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 4 Quiz 
due 9/4 11pm 
 
Internet Learning Module “Philanthropy” 
due 9/6 11pm 


 The First Amendment, State 
Government, and the United 
States Supreme Court 


 


September 9-
September 13  


 


The Declaration of Independence 
of the United States of America 
 
The United States 
Constitution/Amendments 1 and 
14 
 
Thomas Jefferson, A Bill for 
Establishing Religious Freedom 
 
Letter from the Danbury Baptist 
Association to Thomas Jefferson 
(October 7, 1801) 
 
Thomas Jefferson Letter to the 
Danbury Baptists” (January 1, 
1802)   


Internet Learning Module “Thomas 
Jefferson” due 9/13 11pm 


September 16-
September 20 


Dred Scott v. Sandford 60 U.S. 
393 (1856) 
 


Discussion Two Initial Posting due  
9/18 11pm 
Discussion Two Response Posting due 
9/20 11pm 


September 23-
September 27 


Locke v. Davey 540 U.S. 712 
(2004) 


Discussion Three Initial Posting due 9/25 
11pm 
Discussion Three Response Posting due 
9/27 11pm 
 
Internet Learning Module “Locke v. 
Davey” due 9/27 11pm 
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September 30-
October 4 


Reynolds v. U.S. 98 U.S. 1456 
(1878) 
 
Davis v. Beason 133 U.S. 333 
(1898) 
 
West Virginia Board of Education 
v. Barnette 319 U.S. 124 (1943) 
 
Engel v. Vitale 370 U.S. 421 
(1962) 
 
Lemon v. Kurtzman 403 U.S. 602 
(1971) 
 
Wisconsin v. Yoder 406 U.S. 205 
(1972) 
 
Heffron v. International Society 
for Krishna Consciousness 452 
U.S. 640 (1981) 
 
Church of the Lukumi Babal U 
Aye, Inc. v. City of Hialeah, 
Florida 91 U.S. 948 (1993) 
 
Kiryas Joel School District v. 
Grumet 512 U.S. 637 (1994) 
 


Internet Learning Module, “Religious 
Freedom in an International Context” due 
10/4 11pm 
 
 
 


 Religion and Political Behavior  


October 7-
October 11 


Wald and Calhoun-Brown 
Chapter 5 
Wald and Calhoun-Brown 
Chapter 6 


Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 5 Quiz 
due 10/9 11pm 
Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 6 Quiz 
due 10/9 11pm 
 
Internet Learning Module “Interest 
Groups” due 10/11 11pm 


October 14-
October 18  


 


Wald and Calhoun-Brown 
Chapter 7 
Wald and Calhoun-Brown 
Chapter 8 


Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 7 Quiz 
due 10/16 11pm 
Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 8 Quiz 
due 10/16 11pm 
 
Internet Learning Module “Public 
Opinion” due 10/18 11pm 
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October 21-
October 25 


No Assigned Reading Discussion Four Initial Posting due 10/23 
11pm 
Discussion Four Response Posting due 
10/25 11pm 
 
October 28, 2013 11:59pm 
University-wide Withdrawal Deadline 


October 28-
November 1  


Wald and Calhoun-Brown 
Chapter 9 
Wald and Calhoun-Brown 
Chapter 10 


Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 9 Quiz 
due 10/30 11pm 
Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 10 
Quiz due 10/30 11pm 
 
Internet Learning Module “American 
Catholics” due 11/1 11pm 


November 4-
November 8 


No Assigned Reading Discussion Five Initial Posting due 11/6 
11pm 
Discussion Five Response Posting due 
11/8 11pm 


November 11-
November 15 


Wald and Calhoun-Brown 
Chapter 11 
Wald and Calhoun-Brown 
Chapter 12 


Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 11 
Quiz due 11/13 11pm 
 
Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 12 
Quiz 11/13 11pm 


November 18-
November 22 


No Assigned Reading 
 


Discussion Six Initial Posting due  
11/20 11pm 
Discussion Six Response Posting due 
11/22 11pm 


November 25-
November 29 


No Assigned Reading Enjoy your Thanksgiving holiday 


WEDNESDAY 
December 4, 
2013 


 Internet Learning Module “Congress” due 
WEDNESDAY  12/4 11pm 
 
NOTE THE DAY 
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Grading Procedures 
 
Final grades are determined through the use of the following letter grades: A, A-, B+, B, 
B-, C+, C, C-, D+, D, D-, F.  Grades of A+, F+ and F- are not used. 
  
Numerical grades compute into letter grades as follows: 
 
Grade Score Range 
A 95 and up 
A- 90-94 
B+ 87-89 
B 83-86 
B- 80-82 
C+ 77-79 
C 73-76 
C- 70-72 
D+ 67-69 
D 63-66 
D- 60-62 
F 59 and below 
 
Numerical grades will be determined for all quizzes and modules and converted to letter 
grades as noted above.  Discussions will be graded Yes/No (Y/N) and then converted to 
letter grades based on the number of discussions completed.  Once letter grades have 
been determined for all assessments, letter grades are associated with the following scale: 
 
Grade Associated Score 
A 11 
A- 10 
B+ 9 
B 8 
B- 7 
C+ 6 
C 5 
C- 4 
D+ 3 
D 2 
D- 1 
F 0 
  
Using this scale, weights are assigned based on the syllabus.  All scores are then 
determined and weighted accordingly.  This overall score is then divided by 100 and 
applied to the 0-11/A-F grading scale above.  Note: Grades are not rounded. 
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pos4206b - Political Psychology 
David Houghton 


 


  


Instructor Contact 
Instructor David Houghton 


Office Phillips Hall 311G 


Office 
Hours W, 11.00am-1.00pm 


Phone 407-823-6025 


E-mail david.houghton@ucf.edu 


  


 


Introduction 
This is the companion website to POS4206 Political Psychology, Fall 2013. This version of the course is 
completely online, and there are no face-to-face meetings. The class will be taught through a weekly 
online Module and discussion posting, as well as two examinations that will test your grasp of the 
material. 


You will find a mail or 'Inbox' function here (see menu top right) which I will use to send you 
announcements and/or general messages, and I will also use the 'Grades' function to post your grades for 
the Midterms and Final Examination once these become available. It is absolutely vital that you check this 
site regularly (especially the course mail and schedule). Without doing this, you will miss any changes, 
announcements, documents or general messages I post or send to the class as a whole. I recommend 



mailto:dhoughto@mail.ucf.edu?subject=pos4206b

mailto:dhoughto@mail.ucf.edu?subject=pos4206b





that you check your course mail box at least twice per week (more often is better). And it is of course 
absolutely essential to keep up with the Modules, readings and postings. 


Course Description 
‘Political psychology’ can be defined most simply as the study of the interaction between politics and 
psychology, particularly the impact of psychology on politics. Beyond this simple definition, however, a 
glance at some past issues of the academic journal dedicated to this topic – entitled, appropriately 
enough, Political Psychology – reveals that there are many different sub-fields, specialisms and 
approaches within it. Consequently, there are many different ways of teaching a course in political 
psychology. One distinction is that one camp is interested in mass behavior (how people vote, the impact 
of public opinion on government policies, and so on), while the other focuses on elite behavior (how elite 
perceptions shape government policies, the impact of personality on leadership, foreign policy decision-
making and so on). Another important division in the field is that between approaches (influenced by 
social psychology) which emphasize the impact of situations on behavior, and those (influenced by 
cognitive psychology and the older tradition of abnormal psychology) which stress the importance 
of individual characteristics in shaping the way we behave. This distinction will serve as the critical 
organizing device in the course. 


Sometimes a course like this one is taught almost exclusively as a study of U.S. voting behavior. Here, 
however, we'll range far and wide over the application of psychological approaches to a variety of political 
issues (though there will be a particular emphasis on applications to international relations). Starting by 
elaborating on what the study of political psychology involves, we will begin by looking at some of the 
psychological theories which have influenced the way we study political science. Particular emphasis will 
be placed to begin with on the impact of situational theories, most notably the work of B.F. Skinner, 
Stanley Milgram, Philip Zimbardo and Irving Janis. We will also look at more individually-based theories 
which examine the impact of personality on decision-making, schema theory, the role of affect or emotion, 
the impact of what cognitive psychologists call analogical reasoning and recent advances in what might 
be termed 'political neuroscience'. Along the way we'll illustrate the political value of these theories by 
examining (among other things) the extraordinary obedience that individual citizens often accord even to 
genocidal governments, voting behavior, the 1986 Challenger shuttle disaster, the psychology of 
genocide, the 1965 decision to Americanize the war in Vietnam, the recent Abu Ghraib prison scandal, 
and many other political examples. 


 


Required Text 
The main course text is my own book Political Psychology: Situations, Individuals and Cases (New York: 
Routledge, 2009), which was written specifically for this course. The bookstore on campus now has 
copies of this available. It is also available through online sellers like www.amazon.com in paperback or in 
the Kindle edition. All instructor profits from the sale of this book to course members go to charity (it does 



http://www.amazon.com/Political-Psychology-Situations-Individuals-Cases/dp/0415990149/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1242063823&sr=8-1

http://www.amazon.com/Political-Psychology-Situations-Individuals-Cases/dp/B001OFK27G/ref=ed_oe_k





not matter where you purchase it, since I calculate the profits based on student number enrollments after 
the class has ended). 


A Word of Warning About Online Courses 
If you haven't taken an online class before, you should know that they can be gruelling: since there are no 
face to face meetings, there is more reading than you might do in an ordinary class and more video 
material to watch. This will require a great deal of intensive reading on your part. Do not take this course 
unless you are strongly motivated to do the readings and other assignments on time. 


 


Rules of Assessment 
The final grade will be composed of three elements: 


o Midterm Examination on everything covered to that point, taken online at any time between 
Friday 4 October 5pm and Friday 11 October 5pm. Consists of 50 multiple choice questions and 
worth 40%. 


o Cumulative final examination, taken online at any time between Friday 29 November at 5pm and 
Monday 9 December at 5pm . Consists of 100 multiple choice questions and worth 50%. 


o Discussion postings will collectively account for 10%. You will usually have a week to do each 
posting, and discussion topics will close when the week ends (see individual Modules for details). 
Note: although I will allow every member of the class to do one late posting during the semester, 
after that I will deduct 1% from your 10% Discussions score for every posting which appears late. 
It is therefore very much in your interest to ensure that you do the readings and discussion 
postings on time. 


Makeup examinations and extensions to weekly assignments will be offered only in the very rarest of 
circumstances. In order to be eligible to take a makeup exam or get an extension, you must give 
a convincing written explanation, backed up with proper medical or other documentation, as to why you 
were unable to meet the expectations required of other class members. Only where the instructor is fully 
satisfied that the student could not be expected to complete the original assignment/examination given 
his or her personal circumstances will any exceptions whatsoever be granted. Note also that any makeup 
examination will not necessarily be of the same format as the original exam. 


Finally, please note that no extra credit will be offered in this course; by continuing with the course, you 
are agreeing to abide by its rules of assessment and agreeing to accept the marks/grades assigned to 
your work. All grades are final. The grading scheme will be as follows: 


A 90 or above  
A- 88-89 
B+ 86-87 







B 82-85 
B- 80-81 
C+ 78-79 
C 73-77 
C- 70-72 
D+ 67-69 
D 63-66 
D- 60-62  
F Below 60 


Disability Statement 
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all persons 
with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students with disabilities who 
need accommodations in this course must contact the professor at the beginning of the semester to 
discuss needed accommodations. No accommodations will be provided until the student has met with the 
professor to request accommodations. Students who need accommodations must be registered with 
Student Disability Services, Student Resource Center Room 132, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only 
phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting accommodations from the professor. 


Schedule of Readings 
This course schedule will tell you what to read - and in some cases what to listen to or watch - in each 
Module. I may change a few things as we go along, so check back here regularly. Web links to the audio 
segments and videos used in the course are also included here. 
 
 


Post Date Module Topic Activity 


Part I: Introduction  
Monday 19 
August 1 Introduction to Class Overview of objectives and methods of assessm         


we’ll be covering during the semester. 
Friday 23 
August 2 Situationism and 


Dispositionism 
Read David Houghton, Political Psychology: Si    
Cases (New York: Routledge, 2009), Chapter 1. 


Friday 30 
August 3 A Brief History of the 


Discipline Houghton, Chapter 2. 


Part II: Situationism  
Friday 6 
September 4 Behaviorism and 


Freedom Houghton, Chapter 3. You can watch a video ab   



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KxKfpKQzow8





and one about B.F. Skinner here. There i     
Skinner here here. 


Friday 13 
September 5 The Psychology of 


Obedience Houghton, Chapter 4; view the film, 'Obedience' (available via    


Friday 20 
September 6 Creating a “Bad Barrel” 


Houghton, Chapter 5. You may find the website for Philip Zim    
'The Lucifer Effect' useful, which can be found here. You can a     
Stewart interview with Zimbardo by clicking here. You can lis     
interview with Zimbardo by following this link. Part I of a BBC   
Stanford can be viewed here, and Part II is here.You can watch     
video called 'The Human Behavior Experiments' here. 


Friday 27 
September 7 Group Decision-Making 


Houghton, Chapter 6. You can watch an introduction to the film   


clickinghere . 


Friday 4 
October 8 Midterm Examination 


Midterm Examination, taken online at any point between Frida     
and Friday 11 October 5pm. The exam will be all topics covere     
consists of 50 multiple choice questions. 


Part III: Dispositionism  
Friday 11 
October 9 Psychobiography Houghton, Chapter 7. 


Friday 18 
October 10 Cognition Houghton, Chapter 9. 


Friday 25 
October 11 Affect and Emotion Houghton, Chapter 10. 


Friday 1 
November 12 Neuroscience 


Houghton, Chapter 11. You can see a video interview with pol   


Drew Westenhere . 
Part IV: Bringing The Two Together  
Friday 8 
November 13 Voting Behavior Houghton, Chapter 12. 


Friday 15 
November 14 Nationalism/Terrorism Houghton, Chapters 13 and 15. You can watch a 10-minute vid    


Amanpour from her CNN special on genocide, 'Scream Bloody 



http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=-7318836363438798826&q=BF+Skinner&total=41&start=0&num=10&so=0&type=search&plindex=1

http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=-8956355585286146382&q=BF+skinner&total=35&start=0&num=10&so=0&type=search&plindex=0

http://www.lucifereffect.com/index.html

http://www.thedailyshow.com/watch/thu-march-29-2007/philip-zimbardo

http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=1870756

http://www.disclose.tv/action/viewvideo/4469/Stanford_Prison_Experiment_1_2/

http://www.disclose.tv/action/viewvideo/4470/Stanford_Prison_Experiment_2_2/

http://www.livevideo.com/media/playvideo_fs.aspx?fs=1&cid=E3676C7B475643458E25132D9700DA57

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qYpbStMyz_I&feature=related

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WThCJ8P370o

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P4vI18HJM2o

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KxKfpKQzow8

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qYpbStMyz_I&feature=related

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WThCJ8P370o





. 
Friday 22 
November 15 Thanksgiving Break 


Week No new reading or assignments. 


Friday 29 
November 16 Final Examination 


Cumulative examination taken online, 100 multiple choice que     
taken at any time between Friday 29 November at 5pm and Mo     
5pm. 


 


 


 



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P4vI18HJM2o
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POS 3703: SCOPE AND METHODS OF POLITICAL SCIENCE 
Fall 2013 


Monday 6:00-8:50 pm, BC 325 
 
 
Professor: Barbara Sgouraki Kinsey        
Office:  Cocoa: Suite 222; Room 225 
  Orlando:  Phillips Hall 311H        
Phone:  Cocoa: (321) 433 -7962; Orlando: (407) 823-2608      
Email:  barbara.kinsey@ucf.edu    
Office Hours:  Cocoa: Monday 3:00-5:00 PM; 
       Orlando: Tuesday Noon – 1:00 PM & Thursday 10:00 - Noon; 
  or By appointment 
          
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
 
This course is an introduction to the logic and methods of social science research in general and 
political science in particular.  Emphasis will be placed on the logic of research design and data 
analysis.  Students learn techniques of quantitative analysis including statistical inference, 
hypothesis testing, and regression analysis, and analyze political datasets using statistical software.   


 
 
TEXTS AND READINGS: 


 
Philip H. Pollock III.  2012.  The Essentials of Political Analysis. 4th Edition.  Washington D.C.: 
CQ Press 
 
Philip H. Pollock III.  2012.  An SPSS Companion to Political Analysis. 4th Edition.  Washington 
D.C.: CQ Press 


 
      Additional readings will be provided to students at class meetings. 
 
 
SOFTWARE: 
 
We will be using SPSS in this course.  I assume that you have no prior experience with this 
software.  Laboratory sessions will be conducted using the Mobile Lab.  These sessions will 
introduce students to the software and provide time to address questions related to the lectures and 
assignments. 


 
 


Cocoa:  SPSS is available in the BCC/UCF Joint-Use Computer Laboratory located in Suite 184. 


Also, SPSS is installed in two computers at the EFSC/UCF Joint-Use Library  



mailto:barbara.kinsey@ucf.edu





(Mon-Thurs 8:00 AM-8:00 PM; Fri 9:00 AM-1:00 PM)   For more information visit:  
http://www.brevard.cc.fl.us/academics/library/hours-special.cfm 
 
  


 


Computer Lab 
Hours 


 Suite 184, Building 3 
(321) 433-7971 


 
          Monday – Thursday 


 
        9:30 AM—6 PM 


 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND GRADING: 
    


Course grades are determined by ten homework assignments and two in-class open-book exams.  
Assignments are to be turned in by 6 PM on the days specified in the syllabus.  Except for cases 
involving overriding and well documented personal reasons, all late work will be accepted only 
if submitted within one week following the assignment’s due date and will be subjected to a 
penalty of one letter grade.   
 
There will be two open-book exams.  Each exam will cover the portion of the course preceding 
it.  The second exam will not be a comprehensive final exam. 


 
Grades are a weighted average of the following requirements: 


 
Requirement:    Weight: 
1.  Nine Assignments     50% 
2.  Two Exams           50% 


 
      The plus/minus grading system will apply in this course: 
  
Letter Grade  Points  


A  93 – 100 points  


A-  90 – 92 points  


B+  87 – 89 points  


B  83 – 86 points  


B-  80 – 82 points  


C+  77 – 79 points  


C  73 – 76 points  


C-  70 – 72 points  



http://www.brevard.cc.fl.us/academics/library/hours-special.cfm





D+  67 – 69 points  


D  63 – 66 points  


D-  60 – 62 points  


F  59 and below  
Students must fulfill the following tasks:  


1. Complete reading assignments on time. 
2. Complete nine assignments on time.   
3. Take two open-book exams in class: an exam on Monday, October 21, and a second 


  exam on Monday, December 9. 
 
There will be no “extra work/credit” to improve your grade.  If you think you are failing the 
course, please contact the professor right away. 
 
A grade of “I” is only given in cases of extreme emergency or special & well documented 
circumstances late in the semester, provided that you have been making satisfactory progress.  In 
order to be considered for an “I”, students must contact and make arrangements with the 
professor prior to the scheduled final exam on December 9, 2013.   
 
Students with disabilities who need accommodations in this course must be registered with 
Student Disability Services, Student Resource Center Room 132, phone (407) 823-2371 TTY/TDD 
only phone (407) 823-2116. 
 
Please note that no laptops (or substitutes) will be used in class other than the Mobile Lab 
laptops. 
 
If there is anything in the syllabus that is unclear, it is up to the student to contact the 
professor for clarification. Also, it is the student’s responsibility to be informed of any 
announcements made in class. 


TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE 
Note: This schedule is subject to change depending on the needs of the class.  Students are 


responsible for any changes in syllabus/schedule which are announced in class. 
 
Reading assignments in the schedule refer to The Essentials of Political Analysis* 
 
Week Topics Covered: Assignments: 
August 19 Introduction to Course 


 
 
 


August 26 Scientific Study: 
Elements of Research 
 
 


Pollock: Essentials of Political Analysis*     
              Introduction 
              Chapter 1, pp. 6-14 
              Chapter 3, pp. 48-58  
              Chapter 4, pp. 84-97 







 
September 2 Labor Day No Class 


 
September 9 
 


Research Design: 
Experiments 
 


Pollock: Chapter 4 (also review pp. 84-97) 
 
 
 Assignment 1 Due: 9/9 


September 16 
Measurement  
 
 
Sampling 
 
(SPSS lab) 
 
 
 


Pollock: Chapter 1, pp. 14-22 
              Chapter 2, pp.  28-32 
 
Pollock: Chapter 6, pp. 122-128 
 
 
Assignment 2 Due: 9/16 


September 23 Description of Data 
 
 
(SPSS lab) 


Pollock: Chapter 2, pp. 32-44;  
              Chapter 6, pp. 128-133 
 
Assignment 3 Due: 9/23 
 


September 30 Probability 
 
The Normal Distribution 
 


Reading to be distributed in class 
 
Pollock: Chapter 6, pp. 133-140 
 
Assignment 4 Due: 9/30 
 


October 7 Inference  
 
(SPSS lab) 
 


Pollock: Chapter 6, pp. 140-151 
 
Assignment 5 Due: 10/7 
 


October 14 Locating Data 
 
Review for First Exam  
 


 


October 21 First Exam First Exam: Tuesday, October 21 
 


October 28 Hypothesis Testing  
 
Error Types 
 
(SPSS lab) 
 


Pollock: Chapter 7, pp. 155-164 
 
 
 


November 4 
 


Contingency Tables 
 


Pollock: Chapter 3, pp. 58-63 
              Chapter 5 







  
(SPSS lab) 
 


              Chapter 7, pp. 164-169 
 
Assignment 6 Due: 11/4 
 


November 11 Veterans Day No Class 
 
 


November 18 Correlation 
 
Regression Analysis 
 
(SPSS lab) 
 


Pollock: Chapter 8, pp. 182-187 
 
Pollock: Chapter 8, 187-196 
 
Assignment 7 Due: 11/18 


November 25 
 


Regression Analysis  
 
 
(SPSS lab) 
 


Pollock: Chapter 8, pp. 196-201 
 
 
Assignment 8 Due: 11/25 
 


December 2 
 


Show & Tell 
 
Review for Second Exam 


Assignment 9 Due: 12/2 
 
 


December 9 
 


Second Exam Second Exam:  Monday, December 9 


 





		TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE

		September 16






POS 3703-0W57 
Scope & Methods of Political Science 


Fall 2013 
  


Instructor  Dr. Jonathan Knuckey 


Office  Phillips Hall 302L 


Office hours 


Tuesday & Thursday 9.30am-11.30am. You don't need to 
make an appointment for these times. I will be in my office 
during these times unless you are notified to the contrary. 


I am also happy to meet on other days or times by 
appointment, or alternatively to conference via Skype. 


Email 
Use Inbox, which is the global communication function in 
Canvas. I will normally respond to all messages within 24 
hours, Monday through Friday. 


  


  


Course  Overview 


The majority of political scientists have adopted a method for studying political questions that 
differs from the approach taken by journalists, historians, and political commentators. They 
have adopted the scientific method, used in other disciplines such as biology, physics, chemistry 
and medical research. This means that political scientists, as well as other social scientists, use 
data -- quantifiable facts and figures -- to systematically test explanations of political 
phenomena. Much of the research in political science uses statistical tests to determine which 
explanations are best supported by the data.  This course, however, is not a statistics course 
and you will not be expected to learn and memorize hellishly difficult looking mathematical 
formulas! 


In order to assist political science majors in understanding and evaluating social science 
research, this course acquaints students with the scientific method; how the scientific method 
is applied to the social sciences; how social science research is designed; how data is collected; 
and how presentations of research findings are interpreted. This course seeks to develop basic 
analytic skills that students can also apply in a variety of career settings, and which are prized 
by many employers in both the public and private sectors. 







This course should be taken as early as possible since it helps students understand the reading 
materials in their upper-level classes; to research topics for term papers; to participate in the 
internship program; and to design an honors thesis. 


For many students, this will be an entirely different kind of course.  Many good undergraduate 
courses require you to become knowledgeable about a field, such as Comparative Politics, 
Political Behavior, Public Policy, or International Relations. In this course, we are not focused on 
a particular field, but are more interested in understanding the methods that political scientists 
in all fields use to understand and build knowledge.  


Of course, new things can be both exciting and frightening. Any trepidation that you may have 
is best overcome by "feeling the fear, and doing it anyway."  The excitement will come with the 
realization that this knowledge is empowering, in that rather than simply accepting the answers 
of "experts" to fundamental questions of politics you will learn how to critically evaluate 
previous answers offered by others, and most importantly will become  a producer - not just a 
mere consumer - of research on politics. 


  


Requirements for a Web-Based Class 


This is a completely web-based class, and, consequently, requires a different approach in terms 
of requirements than a regular class.  Most obviously, there will be no face-to-face meetings 
and no lectures.  However, you should realize that a web-based class does not mean that you 
will be doing less work. Indeed, as those of you who have taken web-based classes before will 
attest, a completely on-line class will require that you take a much more active role in your 
education as compared to a regular face-to-face class. 


Generally I have found that students who do well in a web-based class are self-motivated and 
have usually received good grades (B or higher) in regular face-to-face classes.  A web-based 
class does, however, provide you with some flexibility in that you are not required to be in a 
classroom two or three times a week at a specific time. 


My general rule of thumb for any undergraduate college-level course is that you should devote 
2 to 3 hours of study per course credit hour per week. As this is a three credit hour class you 
should plan on devoting 6 to 9 hours per week to this class. This involves reading, taking notes 
and doing assignments. I know you have other commitments—other classes, jobs and life in 
general—and that you will not always be able to devote this time every week.  But managing 
your time is essential to doing well in any class, especially a web-based class.  You will also find 
that much of the material in this class is about applying the material learned, rather than 
memorizing or looking things up.  Thus, to do well in the class you need to make an investment 
in it throughout the semester—not just the night before exams. 


   
 
 
 







Textbook 
  


This course will use a single text, which is available from the university bookstore. You will need 
to have purchased the book by the end of the first week of classes. 


 Michael K. LeRoy, Research Methods in Political Science: An Introduction Using Microcase. 8th 
Edition (Wadsworth, 2012). 


  


 


Make sure you buy the 8th edition  (as shown above) as older editions of the book will not be of 
any use to you for this class. 


I would strongly recommend that you do not buy a used copy of this textbook, as the access 
code to download MicroCase will be useless.  Also used copies of the textbook may have 
missing worksheets for the MicroCase exercises. 


Note:  The MicroCase program will run on Windows only.  If you are a Mac user you will need to 
have software installed—Boot Camp is one of the best programs—so you can run Windows 
programs.  


  


Weekly Modules 


Requirements for each week of class will be detailed in modules that are accessed in Canvas. I 
strongly recommend printing out the requirements for each module and making sure you note 
due dates for assignments.  


I do not release all the modules at once in order to provide as much feedback as possible on 
quizzes and assignments.  If every module was released at once some students would invariably 
rush through several in a week, giving little time to provide feedback and hence facilitate 







understanding of the material.  I believe this approach best captures the pace of a regular 
course. 


Each module will provide an overview to each specific topic, direct you to the required reading, 
and outline specific tasks, quizzes and assignments.  These activities are designed to make sure 
that you have thought about the material covered in the module, and to provide practical 
applications of material you will have read in the textbook As well as including assignment 
instructions, the module overview will often contain some suggestions and tips for the 
assignments. 


Module assignment due dates: Due dates can be found in each module.  Modules will have 
multiple due dates, so it's a good idea to note these at the beginning of each week.  The time 
that any assignment, quiz or exam should be submitted on a particular day will always 
be 11.00pm. 


  


Meetings with Students 


Each student is required to schedule a brief face-to-face meeting with me in my office (Phillip 
Hall 302L) during the first two weeks of the semester. You will find a link in Module 1: Getting 
Started to schedule an appointment for a day/time that is most suitable. 


Hopefully these meetings will give you a chance to ask me any questions you may have about 
the course. 


  


Office Hours 


Students are encouraged to take advantage of office hours (these are posted under instructor 
contact on the course front page). Don't just view office hours as the time you come and talk to 
me when you have done indifferently on an exam. They are an opportunity to discuss issues 
relating to the course as well as to help you to prepare for exams. 


  


Exams 


There will be two exams given during the semester scheduled as follows: 


• Midterm exam: must be completed by Friday, October 4th (11.00pm) 
• Final exam: must be completed by Tuesday, December 10th (11.00pm) 


All exams will be taken in Canvas.  The exams will be available for three days, so you will have 
some flexibility when you take the exam.  However, once you begin the exam, it must then be 
completed within the allotted time period.  I strongly recommend that you take the exam 
somewhere that has a reliable internet connection. If you know somewhere that is prone to 
internet connections being down then take the exam somewhere else. 







Exams will be a mixture of multiple choice and problem/solving analytical questions.  I will post 
some guidelines on studying for the exam about a week before each exam. 


While the exams are essentially like a take-home exam they are timed.  Furthermore, you will 
need to have understood and absorbed the material ahead of the exam.  So treat these exams 
like a regular exam that requires studying for ahead of time.  


  


Academic Dishonesty 


UCF faculty support the UCF creed. Integrity – practicing and defending academic and personal 
honesty – is the first tenet of the UCF Creed. This is in part a reflection of the second tenet, 
Scholarship: “I will cherish and honor learning as a fundamental purpose of membership in the 
UCF community.” Course assignments and tests are designed to have educational value; the 
process of preparing for and completing these exercises will help improve your skills and 
knowledge. Material presented to satisfy course requirements is therefore expected to be the 
result of your own original scholarly efforts. 


Violations of student academic behavior standards are outlined in The Golden Rule, the 
University of Central Florida’s Student Handbook.  


Academic Dishonesty is defined as follows: 


1. Cheating, whereby non-permissible written, visual or oral assistance including that obtained 
from another student is utilized on examinations, course assignments or projects, is prohibited. 
The unauthorized possession or use of examination or course related material shall also 
constitute cheating. 


  


2. Plagiarism, whereby another's work is deliberately used or appropriated without any 
indication of the source, thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the 
student’s own, is prohibited. Any student failing to properly credit ideas or materials taken from 
another has plagiarized. 


 


Please note that any student who has assisted another in any of the aforementioned breach of 
standards shall be considered equally culpable. 


Students who attempt to obtain unearned academic credentials that do not reflect their skills 
and knowledge can also undermine the value of the UCF degrees earned by their more honest 
peers. Any form of academic dishonesty will result in you automatically failing the class and 
referred to the University authorities. Also, please remember that those caught cheating will 
have a notation made in their University records that they have been found guilty of academic 
misconduct. This can and will keep you out of law school so do not be tempted to cheat in any 
way. 







  


Grades 


My philosophy of grading is decidedly against what is generally known as "competitive grading" 
or "grading on the curve." You are not competing against fellow students for grades in this 
class. You are competing against yourself at all times, hopefully pushing yourself to excel 
against my objective standards of what students should reasonably get out of this class. 


Average mastery of those standards is the baseline for an "average" grade of C.  Do above-
average work, get a B.  Do excellent work, get an A…. and so on.  In any case, please understand 
that the points you earn toward a final grade will not be jerked around up or down to fit some 
predetermined grade curve.  If everyone deserves an A, they’ll get it. If everyone flunks, they’ll 
all get an F and then, in all likelihood, I will leave the jurisdiction quickly under cover of night in 
heavy disguise and an assumed name! 


Your final grade will be weighted as follows: 


• Two exams, 50%; 


• Weekly on-line Modules, 50%  


There will be no extra credit or grading opportunities.  If you know you need a certain grade at 
the end of the semester, you know you need it at the beginning -- go to work to earn it! Under 
no circumstances can or will a course grade be awarded on any basis other than those stated in 
the syllabus 


Grade boundaries are as follows: 


A,  93%+ 


A-, 90-92% 


B+, 88-89% 


B, 80-87 


C+, 78-79% 


C, 70-77% 


D, 60-69% 


F, 59% and below. 


Students typically obsess about grades too late, often at the end of the semester. There is little 
that can be done at that point. So, if you think you are struggling in this class please come and 
talk to me as often as you like - never think you are being a pest! I cannot recall ever failing a 
student who early sought this kind of help. However, students who are struggling and delay 
assistance do fail. 







You will be able to access your grades in Canvas.  Please make sure that grades entered here 
are correct.  While every effort is made to ensure grades are correct, from time-to-time errors 
can occur (incorrectly add/subtract, miss points, and even fail to understand what a student 
wrote).  


A time limit of 1 week is imposed on all change of grade requests after the quiz or assignment 
grade has posted. This is sufficient time to identify any errors. After that prior grades will not be 
reviewed.  This is to bring the course grade to completion and to minimize "end of semester" 
opportunism. 


The one exception to the 1 week grade change rule outlined above is the final exam. Any grade 
change on the final exam will need to be requested by Wednesday, December 11th, as your 
overall grade must be posted in myUCF by Friday, December 13th. 


Grade grievance policies are outlined under the UCF Golden Rule. 


  


Make-up Exams and Incompletes 


The time and dates for all assignments and exams are fixed in krypton-coated granite encased 
in a hydrogen bomb-proof vault!  In other words, an extension on an assignment, or make-up 
exam will only be given in the most exceptional circumstances that are beyond the control of a 
student. 


At the top of the list of unacceptable excuses for late-work are those related to computer 
problems.  I will generally not accept “My hard-drive crashed.... I accidentally deleted the file.... 
My internet connection is down....Etc....” These are the “dog ate my homework” excuses of the 
“Technology Age” and will not fly! It is your responsibility to secure ample time at a computer, 
make backups of your work, and generally plan ahead—do whatever it takes! 


From time to time the servers hosting Canvas at UCF have been known to go down.  If this 
happens UCF will normally post an announcement and if this coincides with the time when an 
assignment or exam is due, I will make alternative arrangements. 


I do not consider vacations or other trips out of town (other than when the student is away 
from campus representing an official university function) to be exceptional circumstances. Of 
course, this is an on-line class, so as long as you have reliable internet access being out of town 
does not really present a problem.  


Any student missing any assignments, exam or any other work because of observance of 
religious holidays shall be given an opportunity during that semester to make up missed work. 
The make-up will apply to the religious holiday absence only.  It shall be the responsibility of the 
student to notify the instructor no later than the end of the first week of class of his or her 
intention to participate in religious holidays which do not fall on state holidays or periods of 
class recess. This policy shall not apply in the event that administering the test or examination 
at an alternate time would impose an unavoidable hardship on the instructor or the university. 







An incomplete standing will only  be granted if requested in writing to me (an email or phone 
call is not acceptable).  You must explain why you are requesting   an incomplete standing and 
include, where appropriate, documentation that must be original and verifiable. Such 
documentation must be on a letterhead, and contain a contact name and telephone 
number.  An incomplete will only be granted if you have a passing grade in the class. 


Remember an incomplete grade is only reserved for when you have missed an assignment or 
exam for a legitimate reason but are otherwise passing the class.  Incompletes are not given 
because you have achieved a low grade.  


  


Disability Statement 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all 
persons with disabilities.  This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request.  Students 
who need accommodations must be registered with Student Disability Services, Ferrell 
Commons Room 185, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before 
requesting accommodations from the professor. 


  


Disclaimer 


I reserve the right to change, add or modify any part of the syllabus. Of course, advance notice 
will be given of any such changes. 


  


Course Schedule 


Please refer to each Module overview for a summary of assignments and due dates. 


 


  


Date 


  


Topics 


  


  


Week 1: August 19th-23rd 


  


Module 1: Getting Started 


  


Week 2: August 26th- 30th 


  


Module 2: Conceptualizing and Measuring 
Political   Phenomena 







  


Week 3: September 2nd-6th 


  


Module 3: Types of Data in Political Science 
Research I   – Sources of Data 


  


Week 4: September 9th-13th 


  


Module 4: Types of Data in Political Science 
Research II – Levels of Measurement 


  


Week 5: September 16th-20th 


  


Module 5: Types of Variables in Political 
Science   Research  


  


Week 6: September 23rd-27th 


  


Module 6: Testing Hypotheses in Political Science 


  


Week 7: September 30th-October 4th 


  


Midterm Exam, due Friday, October 4th 
(11.00pm) 


  


   


Week 8: October 7th-11th 


  


Module 7: Describing Political Phenomena with 
Statistics 


  


  


 
   
Week 9: October 14th-18th 


  


Module 8: Testing Hypotheses with Cross-
tabulations 


  


Week 10: October 21st-25th 


  


Module 9: Statistical Significance and Measures 
of Association 


  


Week 11: October 28th-November 1st 


  


  


  


Module 10: Controlling for a Third Variable with 
Cross-tabulations 







  


Week 12: November 4th-November 8th 


  


Module 11: Correlation Analysis 


  


Week 13: November 11th-November 15th 


  


Module 12: Multiple Regression Analysis 


  


Week 14: November 18th- November 22nd 


  


Module 13: The Overall Research Process in 
Political   Science - A Mini Research Project 


  


Week 15: November 25th- November 28th 


  


No new modules   or material – work on Module 
13 assignment…but take a break for 
Thanksgiving! 


  


Exam period: December 4th-10th 


  


Final Exam, due Tuesday, December 10th 
(11.00pm) 


  


 








POS 3703-0W59 
Scope & Methods of Political Science 


Fall 2013 
  


Instructor  Dr. Jonathan Knuckey 


Office  Phillips Hall 302L 


Office hours 


Tuesday & Thursday 9.30am-11.30am. You don't need to 
make an appointment for these times. I will be in my office 
during these times unless you are notified to the contrary. 


I am also happy to meet on other days or times by 
appointment, or alternatively to conference via Skype. 


Email 
Use Inbox, which is the global communication function in 
Canvas. I will normally respond to all messages within 24 
hours, Monday through Friday. 


  


  


Course  Overview 


The majority of political scientists have adopted a method for studying political questions that 
differs from the approach taken by journalists, historians, and political commentators. They 
have adopted the scientific method, used in other disciplines such as biology, physics, chemistry 
and medical research. This means that political scientists, as well as other social scientists, use 
data -- quantifiable facts and figures -- to systematically test explanations of political 
phenomena. Much of the research in political science uses statistical tests to determine which 
explanations are best supported by the data.  This course, however, is not a statistics course 
and you will not be expected to learn and memorize hellishly difficult looking mathematical 
formulas! 


In order to assist political science majors in understanding and evaluating social science 
research, this course acquaints students with the scientific method; how the scientific method 
is applied to the social sciences; how social science research is designed; how data is collected; 
and how presentations of research findings are interpreted. This course seeks to develop basic 
analytic skills that students can also apply in a variety of career settings, and which are prized 
by many employers in both the public and private sectors. 







This course should be taken as early as possible since it helps students understand the reading 
materials in their upper-level classes; to research topics for term papers; to participate in the 
internship program; and to design an honors thesis. 


For many students, this will be an entirely different kind of course.  Many good undergraduate 
courses require you to become knowledgeable about a field, such as Comparative Politics, 
Political Behavior, Public Policy, or International Relations. In this course, we are not focused on 
a particular field, but are more interested in understanding the methods that political scientists 
in all fields use to understand and build knowledge.  


Of course, new things can be both exciting and frightening. Any trepidation that you may have 
is best overcome by "feeling the fear, and doing it anyway."  The excitement will come with the 
realization that this knowledge is empowering, in that rather than simply accepting the answers 
of "experts" to fundamental questions of politics you will learn how to critically evaluate 
previous answers offered by others, and most importantly will become  a producer - not just a 
mere consumer - of research on politics. 


  


Requirements for a Web-Based Class 


This is a completely web-based class, and, consequently, requires a different approach in terms 
of requirements than a regular class.  Most obviously, there will be no face-to-face meetings 
and no lectures.  However, you should realize that a web-based class does not mean that you 
will be doing less work. Indeed, as those of you who have taken web-based classes before will 
attest, a completely on-line class will require that you take a much more active role in your 
education as compared to a regular face-to-face class. 


Generally I have found that students who do well in a web-based class are self-motivated and 
have usually received good grades (B or higher) in regular face-to-face classes.  A web-based 
class does, however, provide you with some flexibility in that you are not required to be in a 
classroom two or three times a week at a specific time. 


My general rule of thumb for any undergraduate college-level course is that you should devote 
2 to 3 hours of study per course credit hour per week. As this is a three credit hour class you 
should plan on devoting 6 to 9 hours per week to this class. This involves reading, taking notes 
and doing assignments. I know you have other commitments—other classes, jobs and life in 
general—and that you will not always be able to devote this time every week.  But managing 
your time is essential to doing well in any class, especially a web-based class.  You will also find 
that much of the material in this class is about applying the material learned, rather than 
memorizing or looking things up.  Thus, to do well in the class you need to make an investment 
in it throughout the semester—not just the night before exams. 


   
 
 
 







Textbook 
  


This course will use a single text, which is available from the university bookstore. You will need 
to have purchased the book by the end of the first week of classes. 


 Michael K. LeRoy, Research Methods in Political Science: An Introduction Using Microcase. 8th 
Edition (Wadsworth, 2012). 


  


 


Make sure you buy the 8th edition  (as shown above) as older editions of the book will not be of 
any use to you for this class. 


I would strongly recommend that you do not buy a used copy of this textbook, as the access 
code to download MicroCase will be useless.  Also used copies of the textbook may have 
missing worksheets for the MicroCase exercises. 


Note:  The MicroCase program will run on Windows only.  If you are a Mac user you will need to 
have software installed—Boot Camp is one of the best programs—so you can run Windows 
programs.  


  


Weekly Modules 


Requirements for each week of class will be detailed in modules that are accessed in Canvas. I 
strongly recommend printing out the requirements for each module and making sure you note 
due dates for assignments.  


I do not release all the modules at once in order to provide as much feedback as possible on 
quizzes and assignments.  If every module was released at once some students would invariably 
rush through several in a week, giving little time to provide feedback and hence facilitate 







understanding of the material.  I believe this approach best captures the pace of a regular 
course. 


Each module will provide an overview to each specific topic, direct you to the required reading, 
and outline specific tasks, quizzes and assignments.  These activities are designed to make sure 
that you have thought about the material covered in the module, and to provide practical 
applications of material you will have read in the textbook As well as including assignment 
instructions, the module overview will often contain some suggestions and tips for the 
assignments. 


Module assignment due dates: Due dates can be found in each module.  Modules will have 
multiple due dates, so it's a good idea to note these at the beginning of each week.  The time 
that any assignment, quiz or exam should be submitted on a particular day will always 
be 11.00pm. 


  


Meetings with Students 


Each student is required to schedule a brief face-to-face meeting with me in my office (Phillip 
Hall 302L) during the first two weeks of the semester. You will find a link in Module 1: Getting 
Started to schedule an appointment for a day/time that is most suitable. 


Hopefully these meetings will give you a chance to ask me any questions you may have about 
the course. 


  


Office Hours 


Students are encouraged to take advantage of office hours (these are posted under instructor 
contact on the course front page). Don't just view office hours as the time you come and talk to 
me when you have done indifferently on an exam. They are an opportunity to discuss issues 
relating to the course as well as to help you to prepare for exams. 


  


Exams 


There will be two exams given during the semester scheduled as follows: 


• Midterm exam: must be completed by Friday, October 4th (11.00pm) 
• Final exam: must be completed by Tuesday, December 10th (11.00pm) 


All exams will be taken in Canvas.  The exams will be available for three days, so you will have 
some flexibility when you take the exam.  However, once you begin the exam, it must then be 
completed within the allotted time period.  I strongly recommend that you take the exam 
somewhere that has a reliable internet connection. If you know somewhere that is prone to 
internet connections being down then take the exam somewhere else. 







Exams will be a mixture of multiple choice and problem/solving analytical questions.  I will post 
some guidelines on studying for the exam about a week before each exam. 


While the exams are essentially like a take-home exam they are timed.  Furthermore, you will 
need to have understood and absorbed the material ahead of the exam.  So treat these exams 
like a regular exam that requires studying for ahead of time.  


  


Academic Dishonesty 


UCF faculty support the UCF creed. Integrity – practicing and defending academic and personal 
honesty – is the first tenet of the UCF Creed. This is in part a reflection of the second tenet, 
Scholarship: “I will cherish and honor learning as a fundamental purpose of membership in the 
UCF community.” Course assignments and tests are designed to have educational value; the 
process of preparing for and completing these exercises will help improve your skills and 
knowledge. Material presented to satisfy course requirements is therefore expected to be the 
result of your own original scholarly efforts. 


Violations of student academic behavior standards are outlined in The Golden Rule, the 
University of Central Florida’s Student Handbook.  


Academic Dishonesty is defined as follows: 


1. Cheating, whereby non-permissible written, visual or oral assistance including that obtained 
from another student is utilized on examinations, course assignments or projects, is prohibited. 
The unauthorized possession or use of examination or course related material shall also 
constitute cheating. 


  


2. Plagiarism, whereby another's work is deliberately used or appropriated without any 
indication of the source, thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the 
student’s own, is prohibited. Any student failing to properly credit ideas or materials taken from 
another has plagiarized. 


 


Please note that any student who has assisted another in any of the aforementioned breach of 
standards shall be considered equally culpable. 


Students who attempt to obtain unearned academic credentials that do not reflect their skills 
and knowledge can also undermine the value of the UCF degrees earned by their more honest 
peers. Any form of academic dishonesty will result in you automatically failing the class and 
referred to the University authorities. Also, please remember that those caught cheating will 
have a notation made in their University records that they have been found guilty of academic 
misconduct. This can and will keep you out of law school so do not be tempted to cheat in any 
way. 







  


Grades 


My philosophy of grading is decidedly against what is generally known as "competitive grading" 
or "grading on the curve." You are not competing against fellow students for grades in this 
class. You are competing against yourself at all times, hopefully pushing yourself to excel 
against my objective standards of what students should reasonably get out of this class. 


Average mastery of those standards is the baseline for an "average" grade of C.  Do above-
average work, get a B.  Do excellent work, get an A…. and so on.  In any case, please understand 
that the points you earn toward a final grade will not be jerked around up or down to fit some 
predetermined grade curve.  If everyone deserves an A, they’ll get it. If everyone flunks, they’ll 
all get an F and then, in all likelihood, I will leave the jurisdiction quickly under cover of night in 
heavy disguise and an assumed name! 


Your final grade will be weighted as follows: 


• Two exams, 50%; 


• Weekly on-line Modules, 50%  


There will be no extra credit or grading opportunities.  If you know you need a certain grade at 
the end of the semester, you know you need it at the beginning -- go to work to earn it! Under 
no circumstances can or will a course grade be awarded on any basis other than those stated in 
the syllabus 


Grade boundaries are as follows: 


A,  93%+ 


A-, 90-92% 


B+, 88-89% 


B, 80-87 


C+, 78-79% 


C, 70-77% 


D, 60-69% 


F, 59% and below. 


Students typically obsess about grades too late, often at the end of the semester. There is little 
that can be done at that point. So, if you think you are struggling in this class please come and 
talk to me as often as you like - never think you are being a pest! I cannot recall ever failing a 
student who early sought this kind of help. However, students who are struggling and delay 
assistance do fail. 







You will be able to access your grades in Canvas.  Please make sure that grades entered here 
are correct.  While every effort is made to ensure grades are correct, from time-to-time errors 
can occur (incorrectly add/subtract, miss points, and even fail to understand what a student 
wrote).  


A time limit of 1 week is imposed on all change of grade requests after the quiz or assignment 
grade has posted. This is sufficient time to identify any errors. After that prior grades will not be 
reviewed.  This is to bring the course grade to completion and to minimize "end of semester" 
opportunism. 


The one exception to the 1 week grade change rule outlined above is the final exam. Any grade 
change on the final exam will need to be requested by Wednesday, December 11th, as your 
overall grade must be posted in myUCF by Friday, December 13th. 


Grade grievance policies are outlined under the UCF Golden Rule. 


  


Make-up Exams and Incompletes 


The time and dates for all assignments and exams are fixed in krypton-coated granite encased 
in a hydrogen bomb-proof vault!  In other words, an extension on an assignment, or make-up 
exam will only be given in the most exceptional circumstances that are beyond the control of a 
student. 


At the top of the list of unacceptable excuses for late-work are those related to computer 
problems.  I will generally not accept “My hard-drive crashed.... I accidentally deleted the file.... 
My internet connection is down....Etc....” These are the “dog ate my homework” excuses of the 
“Technology Age” and will not fly! It is your responsibility to secure ample time at a computer, 
make backups of your work, and generally plan ahead—do whatever it takes! 


From time to time the servers hosting Canvas at UCF have been known to go down.  If this 
happens UCF will normally post an announcement and if this coincides with the time when an 
assignment or exam is due, I will make alternative arrangements. 


I do not consider vacations or other trips out of town (other than when the student is away 
from campus representing an official university function) to be exceptional circumstances. Of 
course, this is an on-line class, so as long as you have reliable internet access being out of town 
does not really present a problem.  


Any student missing any assignments, exam or any other work because of observance of 
religious holidays shall be given an opportunity during that semester to make up missed work. 
The make-up will apply to the religious holiday absence only.  It shall be the responsibility of the 
student to notify the instructor no later than the end of the first week of class of his or her 
intention to participate in religious holidays which do not fall on state holidays or periods of 
class recess. This policy shall not apply in the event that administering the test or examination 
at an alternate time would impose an unavoidable hardship on the instructor or the university. 







An incomplete standing will only  be granted if requested in writing to me (an email or phone 
call is not acceptable).  You must explain why you are requesting   an incomplete standing and 
include, where appropriate, documentation that must be original and verifiable. Such 
documentation must be on a letterhead, and contain a contact name and telephone 
number.  An incomplete will only be granted if you have a passing grade in the class. 


Remember an incomplete grade is only reserved for when you have missed an assignment or 
exam for a legitimate reason but are otherwise passing the class.  Incompletes are not given 
because you have achieved a low grade.  


  


Disability Statement 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all 
persons with disabilities.  This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request.  Students 
who need accommodations must be registered with Student Disability Services, Ferrell 
Commons Room 185, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before 
requesting accommodations from the professor. 


  


Disclaimer 


I reserve the right to change, add or modify any part of the syllabus. Of course, advance notice 
will be given of any such changes. 


  


Course Schedule 


Please refer to each Module overview for a summary of assignments and due dates. 


 


  


Date 


  


Topics 


  


  


Week 1: August 19th-23rd 


  


Module 1: Getting Started 


  


Week 2: August 26th- 30th 


  


Module 2: Conceptualizing and Measuring 
Political   Phenomena 







  


Week 3: September 2nd-6th 


  


Module 3: Types of Data in Political 
Science Research I  – Sources of Data 


  


Week 4: September 9th-13th 


  


Module 4: Types of Data in Political 
Science Research II – Levels of 
Measurement 


  


Week 5: September 16th-20th 


  


Module 5: Types of Variables in Political 
Science Research  


  


Week 6: September 23rd-27th 


  


Module 6: Testing Hypotheses in Political 
Science 


  


Week 7: September 30th-October 4th 


  


Midterm Exam, due Friday, October 4th 
(11.00pm) 


  


   


Week 8: October 7th-11th 


  


Module 7: Describing Political Phenomena 
with Statistics 


  


  


 
   
Week 9: October 14th-18th 


  


Module 8: Testing Hypotheses with Cross-
tabulations 


  


Week 10: October 21st-25th 


  


Module 9: Statistical Significance and 
Measures of Association 


  


Week 11: October 28th-November 1st 


  


  


Module 10: Controlling for a Third 
Variable with Cross-tabulations 







  


  


Week 12: November 4th-November 8th 


  


Module 11: Correlation Analysis 


  


Week 13: November 11th-November 15th 


  


Module 12: Multiple Regression Analysis 


  


Week 14: November 18th- November 22nd 


  


Module 13: The Overall Research Process 
in Political   Science - A Mini Research 
Project 


  


Week 15: November 25th- November 28th 


  


No new modules   or material – work on 
Module 13 assignment…but take a break 
for Thanksgiving! 


  


Exam period: December 4th-10th 


  


Final Exam, due Tuesday, December 10th 
(11.00pm) 
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POS 3703 
SCOPE AND METHODS OF POLITICAL SCIENCE 


 
FALL 2013 


MWF, 10:30 AM-11:20 AM 
PH 310 


 
Professor:  Dr. Drew N. Lanier Office Hours:   MW, 09:00-10:00 


                         TR, 09:30-11:00 
                         or by appointment 


Office:  Phillips Hall 302O    
Phone: (407) 823-3753 [direct dial] or -2608 [main 
office] 


Credit Hours:  Three (3)                                                     


E-mail: drew.lanier@ucf.edu 
 


“The messier the data are, the better the statistician 
needs to be, and in political  science, our data are very 
messy”             
  
 — Prof. Matt Lebo, SUNY, Stony Brook  


“When you cannot measure, your knowledge is meager 
and unsatisfactory” 
 
— Lord William Kelvin (inscription found atop the  
   Social Science Research Building at the University of  
   Chicago) (Pritchett 1948, xi). 


 
COURSE OBJECTIVES AND GOALS: 
 
 This course is an intensive examination of the breadth of the field of political science and the methods 
that political scientists use to examine political phenomena.  Why do two countries go to war? Why do justices 
on the U.S. Supreme Court decide the way that they do? Why do voters in elections choose the candidates that 
they do?  These, and many others, are questions involving politics and portend the explanation of political 
phenomena.   
 
 “Politics,” according to David Easton (1965), is the authoritative allocation of values and resources.  
Scholars of politics, then, seek to describe, explain and predict various political phenomena through customary 
and traditionally understood methods of theoretically-based inquiry. In this course, students will be exposed to 
these methods, and try their hand at formal political analysis, as it is understood in the discipline.  Students will 
learn why political science deigns to call itself a “science” and come to understand what it means to study 
politics in a scientific manner.  They will see how political scientists complete real research and how they 
communicate those findings in a transmissible and understandable way.  They will learn how to analyze data 
and how to measure political phenomena.   
 
 Overall, there are several goals of this course: 
 


• Students who successfully complete the course will acquire a better knowledge of the discipline of 
political science, the broad subfields of the field of study, and the ways by which political scientists go 
about their research; 


 



mailto:drew.lanier@ucf.edu
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• Students who successfully complete the course will understand the elements of the scientific 
approach and how they apply to the systematic study of politics. 


 
• Students who successfully complete the course will have a better understanding of research 


methods, from data collection to research design to statistically analyzing data and reporting one’s 
results, as they apply to political analysis;  


 
• Students who successfully complete the course will be better consumers of political information, 


which will help them better grasp the concepts of other, upper-level courses in the discipline in 
addition to helping them understand the political world that surrounds them; 


 
• Students who successfully complete the course will have a good understanding of the rudiments 


of using statistical computing programs, such as SPSS, and how to interpret the results that are 
obtained to generalize such findings to other theoretical settings and contexts.    


 
NATURE OF THE COURSE 
 
 This course will be unlike many others that you have taken. It deals with new and unfamiliar 
terminology and ways of thinking about the political world.  We focus here on the methods that political 
scientists laboring in many of the subfields in the discipline use to accumulate knowledge.  While it will refer to 
substantive findings in several areas, such information acquisition will not be the focus of the course.  Rather, 
we will examine the ways by which that substantive knowledge was acquired, tested and communicated to the 
scholarly community.   
 
 Accordingly, some students may enter the course with a deep sense of dread or trepidation about the 
nature of the course and its demands.   To be sure, such respect for the course is beneficial as it sharpens your 
attention to the course requirements.  However, merely because you may fear the course should not be sole 
reason to avoid it.  Instead, students should confront that fear that comes with undertaking new activities, 
overcome it and then enjoy the new-found feeling that comes with knowing that you have conquered some 
new endeavor without fleeing in panic, overwhelmed with anxiety.  This is a skill that will benefit students many 
times over during their lives, I assure you.  Moreover, students will come to realize that knowledge is 
empowering; that is, one does not take as given information that is provided by others without their explaining 
the exact nature of that information as well as how it was collected and analyzed.  In addition, students will 
learn how to conduct their own research that can withstand the scrutiny of others who are similarly openly 
skeptical of reported findings.  This is the way of the real world as it applies to political research.  It is a 
daunting, but fun endeavor.   
 
       Thus, wise students must approach this course like they have none other:   
 


• carefully read the assigned material prior to your coming to class (I assume that you have done 
so when lecture begins and I personally question you to determine your level of knowledge and 
understanding of the day’s material); 


• follow the instructions precisely; 


• do all of the homework exercises (they are good practice for the exam; in this course, the more 
practice, the better); 


• anticipate problems in completing the course requirements; 


• and, above all, ask questions when one does not understand a concept or idea.  This is especially the 
case in Scope and Methods, which has a significantly increased failure rate among students.   







 3 


 
REQUIRED AND RECOMMENDED TEXTS AND MATERIALS 
 
Required Books 
 
Hoover, Kenneth and Todd Donovan.  2011.  The Elements of Social Scientific Thinking.  10th ed.  Belmont, CA:   
 Thomson/Wadsworth.   ISBN 1-4390-8242-3.  
 
Pollock, Philip H., III.  2012.  The Essentials of Political Analysis.  4th ed.  Washington, DC:  Congressional  
 Quarterly Press.  ISBN 978-1-60871-686-9. 
 
Pollock, Philip H., III.  2012.  An SPSS Companion to Political Analysis.  4th ed.  Washington, DC:  Congressional  
 Quarterly Press.  ISBN 978-1-60871-687-6.  BUY ONLY NEW COPIES OF THIS TITLE.  DO NOT BUY  
 USED COPIES AS THEY WILL LIKELY HAVE SOME OF THE PAGES MISSING THAT YOU ARE  
 REQUIRED TO SUBMIT AS PART OF THE COURSE GRADE. 
 
Recommended Books 
 
SPSS® Statistics Student Version 18.0 for Windows and Mac OS X.    2011.  Upper Saddle River, NJ:  Prentice Hall.   
   ISBN 978-0-32167-537-8. 
 
Required Materials 
 
 Students will need a basic calculator that performs the following functions:  addition, subtraction, 
multiplication, division, squaring of variables, square root and natural log.  One may be purchased at 
Walgreens or similar store; students do not need a highly complex instrument.  Bring it, along with the other 
course materials, to class each day as it will be used to work problems assigned in class and on the tests.  
Such calculators may be used during the in-class exams but cell-phone based calculators will NOT be allowed. 
 


In addition, students must purchase a pack of Scantrons (Form No. 209161), which are strawberry in 
color and bear the UCF logo.  These will be used during the four course exams administered across the term. 
No other form is acceptable. If you nevertheless attempt to submit an exam with another form of Scantron, 
your exam WILL BE REFUSED.     


 
Also note that Pollock’s Companion does not contain the SPSS program itself. One must either 


find that in one of the general access computer labs, including PH 310, or purchase some version of 
SPSS, such as the Student Version listed above. The Companion only contains the data to be loaded into 
SPSS separately. 
 
WEB RESOURCES 
 
Canvas Site 
 


Login to my.ucf.edu using your PID and associated password.  Locate the course under Online Course 
Tools.  The Course has a Canvas site associated with it.  It is an innovative technology that allows the students 
to interact with each other, post messages to a common bulletin board, take anonymous surveys, and many 
other tasks that facilitate comprehension of the course material and collaborative learning among the course's 
students in a student-centered context. This site, however, is a password-protected domain. A more thorough 
discussion of this course tool as well as how to navigate through it will be offered in class. 



http://my.ucf.edu/
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COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
 
Read 
 


Although it may sound obvious, one way to SUBSTANTIALLY increase one’s understanding of the 
course (and, therefore, your final course grade) is to READ THE ASSIGNED MATERIAL.  Many students simply 
listen to the lectures and hope that such effort will be enough to see them through the tests.  Such will not 
suffice especially in this course as it is a HANDS-ON EXPERIENCE, where much of the learning is by doing.  In 
order to comprehend more fully the class discussion, one should carefully read the daily assignment BEFORE 
COMING TO CLASS AND HAVE CONSIDERED ITS IMPLICATIONS. This is especially the case in Scope and 
Methods, where the course material is not self-evident much of the time. 
 
Class Participation 
 


To help you better understand the course material, class topics will be discussed using a combination of 
lecture and the Socratic Method, in which the instructor and the student engage in a question and answer 
sequence so as to explore the issue discussed thoroughly as well as to develop in the student the ability to 
analyze issues.  Students are expected to read and prepare for discussions.  Be advised that the points 
associated with class participation are NOT points that I simply give to students as result of consistent class 
attendance.  STUDENTS MUST EARN THEM.  If one simply sits in class and do not inject oneself into the 
conversation, the student will receive very few points for this component of the course.  Not only must the 
student at least attempt to answer the questions I put, one must actively participate to receive most of the 
points for participation. I value quantity and quality for this component of the course grade.   


 
Moreover, class participation involves the completion of several in-class assignments, which are 


designed to emphasize the skills, concepts and ideas discussed extensively in lecture.  Forthright and honest 
completion of them will help you understand the topics more fully.  This is especially the case in Scope and 
Methods. While their completion is considered as part of the Class Participation points’ allocation, they also 
help you understand the concepts and ideas that will likely appear on the exams.  Class participation is worth 
ten (10) percent of your final grade.  
 
Tests 
 
 Each of the four course exams in the course is worth 100 points. They will be composed entirely of very 
challenging multiple choice items, conceptual definitions and analytical problems to be worked keyed to the 
concepts covered in the course.  They are each noncomprehensive, although (to some extent) the material 
builds throughout the course.  These are challenging exams, not for the faint hearted.  This is especially the case 
in Scope and Methods.  Each is worth 15 percent of the final course grade, for a total of 60 percent drawn from 
performance on exams.   
 


No make-up exams will be allowed absent verifiable, documented, exigent (i.e., truly emergency, Act of 
God) circumstances.  You MUST contact me before an exam if you know you will miss it and explain the truly 
compelling situation that prevents you from taking the exam as scheduled.  My office phone has voicemail if I 
am away from my desk. Leave a message if you do not speak to me directly.  If you do not speak to me or 
leave a message indicating your failure to take the exam as scheduled, I will look very disfavorably upon your 
request to take a make-up exam.  There are absolutely NO excuses for missing an exam and not contacting me 
in advance.  Unexcused exams will receive a failing grade (0 points).   
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NO STUDENT WILL BE PERMITTED TO TAKE THE EXAM AFTER THE FIRST STUDENT HAS FINISHED AND 
SUBMITTED IT TO ME.   


 
FURTHERMORE, TURN OFF ALL ELECTRONIC DEVICES DURING THE EXAM.  IF A STUDENT EVEN 


TOUCHES AN ELECTRONIC DEVICE (OTHER THAN THE REQUIRED BASIC CALCULATOR MENTIONED ABOVE), 
THAT STUDENT WILL AUTOMATICALLY FAIL THE EXAM.  Do not test me on this provision.  I, sadly, have had to 
implement it in past terms.  


Analytical and SPSS Assignments 
 
 The third formal component of the course is the completion of several analytical and SPSS assignments 
given throughout the term, the latter of which are available in Pollock (2012).  The first of them is available on 
the Canvas site for the class.  These exercises enable students to acquire hands-on experience with data 
analysis and how to obtain estimates of many political phenomena of interest to political researchers.  Problem 
sets are particular important in giving students practical experience in working with difficult, opaque concepts. 
This is especially the case in Scope and Methods.  The more practice, the better just as any sports team or 
Olympic athlete will tell you.  A more thorough discussion of the assignments and the software needed to 
complete them will be offered in class.   
 


Across the term, students are required to submit 10 of these assignments. Your lowest score for them 
will be dropped and the remaining nine (9) will be averaged into twenty (20) percent of your grade.  I DO NOT 
ACCEPT LATE ASSIGNMENTS. PLAN YOUR PREPARATION AND ASSIGNMENT SUBMISSION 
ACCORDINGLY. “LATE” MEANS ANY TIME AFTER THE DUE DATE AND TIME FOR THE RESPECTIVE 
ASSIGNMENT.  THIS MEANS IF YOUR ASSIGNMENT IS EVEN ONE MINUTE LATE IN BEING SUBMITTED 
FOR ANY REASON IMAGINABLE, IT WILL BE REFUSED.  ANTICIPATE PROBLEMS AS THEY WILL OCCUR 
JUST AS YOU ARE TRYING TO FINISH YOUR ASSIGNMENT, I ASSURE YOU.  If you come to me with an 
exotic tale of woe about your not submitting on time your assignments, I will nod relatively sympathetically and 
then point to this warning.   


 
The following are rules regarding the analytical and SPSS assignments that MUST be followed: 
 


• They must be stapled individually once in the upper left-hand corner of the page.  Do not 
dog-ear, paper clip or fasten your assignments other than as described above. Assignments that 
do not comply with these requirements will be penalized.   


 
• Non-word processed analytical assignments will not be accepted.  This requirement does 


not apply to the assignments required from Pollock’s SPSS Companion.   
 


• Place your name on each assignment.   
 


• Nonstapled briefs, and those without student names, will be penalized by one letter grade for 
each violation.   


 
• Work alone on each of the assignments.  Do not work in groups.  The work must represent 


YOUR effort, not that of others, just as you will encounter on the course exams.  Failing to abide 
by this rule constitutes plagiarism and will be dealt with vigorously (see statement below 
regarding plagiarism).  
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Daily Surveys 
Students should become familiar with all of their fellow colleagues, even those who do not speak 


during every class. Your usage of the Canvas tool will be assessed at the end of the term to distribute this 
portion of the course grade.  You, thus, must check the site regularly. It is made a component of the course so 
as to facilitate communication between you as members of the class.  You will find that your colleagues have 
similar backgrounds and experiences and that they can be your best allies in making it through this course, just 
as you will discover later in life once you enter the “real world.”   


 
This portion of your grade includes ten (10) percent for the completion of the daily survey, allocated 


based on the proportion of surveys that you complete throughout the term.  Completing the daily surveys is a 
good way to check your comprehension of the day’s material, and it is an easy way to earn points for the final 
course grade.  Ignoring them is dangerous to your understanding (and your final course grade).  Daily Survey 
responses are due by 9:00 am of the following lecture day.   
 


The following are regulations regarding the daily surveys that must be followed: 
 
• If you do not attend class on a particular day FOR ANY REASON IMAGINABLE, you may NOT 


complete the survey for that day as you cannot logically answer the questions posed. If you 
nevertheless attempt to do so, I will mark it as if you did not. 


 
• Do NOT submit blank responses for the daily survey. Repeated violation of this rule will result in 


the entire class’s being required to send survey responses to me through my UCF email account. 
Once again, past classes have tested me on this and I have been forced to implement this rule, which 
is quite troublesome for instructor and students alike.  


 
• Failing to complete even a small number of the daily surveys will negatively affect your final 


course grade. 
 
COURSE POINT ALLOCATION 
 


In calculating final course averages, the only rounding will be up from 0.5 below the grade 
required in the professor’s sole professional discretion.  I give you opportunities to earn points all 
semester long. Do not expect that I will give you any more points at the end of the term. I interpret this 
clause very stringently. 
 


COMPONENT WEIGHT 
First Exam 15% 


Second Exam 15% 


Third Exam 15% 


Final Exam  15% 


COMPONENT WEIGHT 
Class Participation 10% 


Analytical and SPSS 
Assignments 


20% 


Daily Surveys 10% 
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GRADING SCALE (as a Percentage of Total Points) 
 


GRADE PERCENTAGE 


A 94-100 


A- 93-90 


B+ 89-87 


B 86-84 


B- 80-83 


C+ 79-77 


C 74-76 


C- 70-73 


D+ 69-67 


D 66-64 


D- 60-63 


F 59 or less 


 
COURSE POLICIES (aka My Pet Peeves) 
 
 There are several points you should note.  
 
 No Excuses 
 
 First, this class operates under a "No-Excuse" policy. It is incumbent upon students to be individually 
responsible for the notes given in the unlikely event that class is missed.  If you miss class, you NEED NOT 
inform me about it.  If you do inform me of your impending absence, you are NOT thereby immunized from 
the terms of the syllabus.  Because this course is an upper-division class, you will quickly learn that if you intend 
to pass, you should plan on regularly attending class, keeping up with the lecture, and completing the 
assignments as they are given.  These activities are especially important in this course, Scope and Methods of 
Political Science.   
 
 Seating Chart 
 
 Second, shortly after the course begins, I send around a seating chart to facilitate learning names and 
the Socratic Method. I will quickly learn your last names (which is the manner by which I address you).  Please 
decide where you would like to sit within the first few days of class. If you have vision difficulties, please situate 
yourself accordingly, as I use the visual display extensively. 
 
 Accommodations for Physically Challenged Students 
 
 Third, if you are physically challenged, every attempt is made to accommodate your learning needs. See 
me by the end of the first week of class so that we can make appropriate arrangements. This class operates in 
accordance with the Office of Student Disability Services here at the University and federal guidelines 
governing the Americans with Disabilities Act (1990). 
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 Plagiarism and Cheating: Don’t Let it Happen to You! 
 
 Fourth, please consult the policy regarding plagiarism and cheating which is attached. Each of you must 
review the University policy on the penalties for plagiarism. Almost every semester, one or more students 
appropriates the published work of someone else, and I have had the unfortunate responsibility of failing those 
students and seeking disciplinary action against them. You are on notice that I have failed students because 
they decided to risk their academic careers by choosing the easy way out. 
 
 Caveat Emptor 
 
 Fifth, this is an upper division course with correspondent responsibilities for you. I expect that you will 
devote for this course alone at least 15 hours per week outside of class studying, reading, and meeting with 
other students to discuss and review the course material. This is a difficult course.  If you are not at least a 
sophomore and one who has a sincere interest in understanding the scientific study of politics, you should 
seriously consider withdrawing from the course and taking it once you attain that status.  This is especially the 
case in Scope and Methods.   
 
 Socratic Method as a Pedagogical Modality 
 
 Sixth, class topics are discussed using the Socratic Method. This means that you are expected to answer 
questions about the text and material that we have covered in class AND TO HAVE THOUGHT ABOUT ITS 
IMPLICATIONS. You will quickly learn that one of my favorite questions is, "what does that mean?".  You are 
expected to read and prepare for discussions. This course is not a spectator sport – meaning that students to 
do well must immerse themselves in it.  I assume that the reading for the day will be done for the day that it is 
assigned. LEARN TO PACE YOURSELF ACCORDINGLY! This is especially the case in Scope and Methods.   
 
 Respect for Colleagues and Their Comments 
 
 Additionally, you are on notice that this course sometimes engages in difficult discussions about our 
political leaders. Hopefully we will have intelligent discussions regarding the concepts involved in the course. 
Above all, everyone will have the right to express their informed beliefs freely and openly without fear of 
reprisal from other students or myself. 


 Attendance 
 
 Seventh, I do not have a mandatory attendance policy.  However, I send around attendance sheets at the 
beginning of each class so I know who has attended class, and so I can gauge your class participation even if you 
do not speak in class.  Persons who are "borderline" in their grades may receive the "benefit of the doubt" in the 
final computation of grades if they have frequently attended class.  It is YOUR responsibility to sign the attendance 
sheet.  The sheet is sent around at the beginning of each class.  If you are late, you must see me after class to sign 
it; otherwise, I will not give you the "benefit of the doubt."  You are responsible for announcements made in class 
and changes to the course syllabus and expectations even if you are absent when such announcements are made.  
This is especially the case in Scope and Methods.   
 
 Laptops and Audiotaping Allowed 
 
 Eighth, I do not mind if students use laptop computers or audiotapes during lecture. Please note, 
however, that because I allow you to use such devices, I may request that students who have missed class be 
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allowed access to your notes. Students who miss class should see me before requesting your notes, and the 
student who has missed must make all reasonable accommodations to meet your scheduling limitations for 
conducting the exchange. The student providing the notes is not responsible for providing any materials and 
should not incur any expenses associated with the exchange. Students providing the notes are not required to 
provide notes for more than three (3) lecture periods that have been missed. If you feel that you are being 
coerced about providing your notes to someone who is not attending class, please see me immediately. I 
reserve the right to revoke the privilege of using the above devices, especially laptops as they may become 
more of a distraction than a benefit to overall student learning.  
 
 Word Processing Required 
 
 Ninth, all assignments (with the exceptions of exams and quizzes done in class and the SPSS 
exercises) must be typewritten or word processed. If you do not know how to use a computer or word 
processor, it is strongly recommended that you learn to do so. If you are concerned about this, please see me. 
Numerous tutorials are available on campus to assist you. You should allocate enough time for printer 
cartridges to run dry and dogs to eat papers and computer disks! You laugh, but trust me: I have heard every 
excuse in the book!  
 
 Duplicates of Assignments 
 


Tenth, while I have never lost an assignment, I require that you make copies of all work submitted to me 
in the unlikely event that something should happen. In the event that I should need a copy of the assignment, 
and you are not able to provide it, you will not receive credit. Even after I have returned materials to you, please 
hold on to the work until after you have received your grade from the Registrar. This protects you from any 
possibility that you might receive an erroneous grade. 


Technological Tools 
 
 Eleventh, I require that everyone learn how to use e-mail and the technological tools associated with 
the course. They can facilitate your comprehension of the course material. I have found that this encourages 
students to communicate with me about questions you may have regarding the material discussed in class. You 
are responsible for any assignments or other information that I distribute on the course’s associated web sites 
or via email. If you already have an e-mail account (either through the University or a commercial server), 
please do not sign-up for an additional account, but give me your address. You should check your mail on a 
regular basis as I post any changes about class assignments to your account and/or to the course-associated 
web site. If your email address changes during the semester, you MUST NOTIFY ME.  This is a course 
requirement.  
 
 Classroom Decorum  
 


(1) Because it is disruptive to everyone to have students arrive late and/or leave early, you must be on 
time for every class and you are expected to remain in class until the period is completed, unless there 
are extraordinary circumstances (e.g., you are about to become ill on the person in front of you) or 
you have informed me of your urgent need to leave before the period ends.  “Urgent need” does not 
include job-related responsibilities or issues.  How would you act once you manage to find a job in 
the “real world”? Would you arrive late or leave early? Submit assignments and reports late? Act in a 
disruptive manner? Act professionally now and it will be easier to transition later to the professional 
world.   
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(2) Do not talk (even in a whisper) with any of your neighbors.  It disturbs them and it disturbs me.  If 
you are talking, I presume you have a question about the material and I will ask you about it.   


 
(3) Do not listen to an i-Pod, read a newspaper or other material not previously assigned for class. If 


you do so, you will be counted ABSENT FOR THE DAY.  Repeated violation of this rule will result in a 
grade of WF or F. 


 
(4) PLEASE SILENCE YOUR CELL PHONES.  Repeated violation of this rule constitutes “continuous unruly 


behavior.”  (See Classroom Decorum Policy No. 5 below). 
 
(5) Continuous unruly behavior will result in a grade of WF or F.  An example of this is the persistent 


discourtesy of talking in class while someone else (including the instructor) is doing so.  The 
classroom is not a living room, in which one talks during a television show.  If you wish to talk, 
absent yourself from class with the appropriate diminution of your class grade. 


 
 Time-Sensitive Communications and Assignments 
 
 In past semesters, some students have had difficulty submitting assignments to me by the due date and 
time.  This difficulty arises, in part, from their reliance on email and other technologies beyond their control.  
Accordingly, for time-sensitive communications, send me a message through the Canvas Mail tool, contact me 
on the telephone, or see me in person during office hours.  This is especially the case in Scope and Methods.   
 
 Best Allies 
 


The professor is not your friend.  He cannot be your friend, as he is charged with the weighty 
responsibility of assessing your understanding of the course material and work in an objective manner.  He may 
act in a courteous, kind and helpful manner, but do not mistake that for friendship.  You will find that your 
colleagues will likely have similar backgrounds and experiences and that they can be your best allies in making 
it through this course, just as you will discover in later life.   
 
 Your best allies in helping you make it through this course unscathed are those sitting around you.  
They will help you understand the material better, and you will do the same for them.  By teaching the material 
to fellow students, one begins to truly understand the concepts and ideas discussed.  The learning process 
begins with teaching.  This is especially the case in Scope and Methods.   
 
 Syllabus NOT a Contract 
 
 Finally, this syllabus is not deemed to be a contract. I reserve the right to change any of the exam times 
or assignments by providing you with a forty-eight hour notice of such changes. Such changes are announced 
in class, sent on e-mail and/or posted on the course Canvas site. Therefore, you are responsible for any 
changes that may occur during the course of the session.  If you are late, you should check with your 
classmates about the missed material. As such, your absence in class is not deemed a sufficient excuse as to 
why work is incomplete. In the event that the University administration closes school for any reason (e.g., 
hurricane), any assignments or examinations that were scheduled on the day of the canceled class will be due 
at the next regularly scheduled class meeting. 
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TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE, TOPICS AND ASSIGNMENTS 


H&D = Hoover and Donovan’s The Elements of Social Scientific Thinking (10th ed.) 
Essentials = Pollock’s The Essentials of Political Analysis (4th ed.) 
SPSS = Pollock’s An SPSS Companion to Political Analysis (4th ed.) 
 


DATE/WEEK TOPIC READINGS ASSIGNMENT 


Aug. 19-Aug. 23 Course requirements 
Brief Introduction to SPSS 
The Scientific Method 
Studying Politics Scientifically  
A Brief History of the Scientific Study  
   of Politics 


Syllabus and Attachments 
H&D, Chapts. 1 
Essentials, pp. 1-5  
SPSS, pp. xiii-xv, 1-5 
Carlson and Hyde, Chapt. 1,  
   “How Do We Know  
   What’s True?”     
   (Canvas Reserves) 


Self. Intro (due  
Fri., Aug. 30 by 10:30 
am on Canvas)  
 


Aug. 26-Aug. 30 The Research Process (Deduction,    
   Induction and Theory-Building) 
Concepts and Operational 
   Definitions   
Measurement Validity  


H&D, Chapts. 2 and 5 (pp.  
   78-84) 
Essentials, Chapt. 1 
SPSS, Chapt. 1 
 


Assignment 1:  
Distinguishing  
   Empirical  
   from Normative  
   Statements (due  
   Fri., Aug. 30 by  
   10:30 am) 


MON., SEPT. 2 
*** LABOR DAY HOLIDAY – NO 


CLASS *** 


  


Sept. 4-Sept. 6 


Concepts and Operational 
   Definitions   
Measurement Validity  
Reliability of Measures of Political  
   Phenomena 


H&D, Chapt. 3 
Essentials, Chapt. 2 
SPSS, Chapt. 2   
 


 


Sept. 9-Sept. 13 


Types of Data 
Levels of Measurement (NOIR) 
Types of Research Designs 


Essentials, Chapt. 2 (re- 
   read) 
 


Assignment 2: 
SPSS, Chapt. 2,   
   exercises 1- 4 (due, 
   Monday, Sept. 9  
   by 10:30 am) 


FRI., SEPT. 13 *** TEST I *** 
  


Sept. 16-Sept. 20 Explanations and Hypothesis Testing 
Null and Alternative Hypotheses 
The Ecological and Individual  
   Fallacies 


H&D, Chapt. 4 
SPSS, Chapt. 3 
 


Assignment 3: 
SPSS, Chapt. 2, 
   exercises 5 -8 (due  
   Mon., Sept. 16 by  
   10:30 am) 


Sept. 23-Sept. 27 Using and Interpreting Descriptive 
Statistics 
Describing Variables 
Frequency Distributions and Tables 
Measures of Central Tendency  (3Ms) 
Measures of Dispersion 
Standardized Scores (z-scores) 


Essentials, Chapt. 3 
 


Assignment 4: 
SPSS, Chapt. 3 (due  
  Mon., Sept. 23 by  
  10:30 am) 
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DATE/WEEK TOPIC READINGS ASSIGNMENT 


MON., SEPT. 30 LOU FREY INST. SYMPOSIUM 
(PEGASUS BALLROOM) 


See schedule on 
http://www.loufrey.org 


ATTEND LFI SYMPOSIUM 


Oct. 2-Oct. 4 Bivariate Analyses 
Making Comparisons 
Cross-Tabulations and their   
    Interpretation 
Graphical Analysis 


Re-read, Essentials, Chapt.    
   3 
SPSS, Chapt. 4 


Assignment 5:   
SPSS, Chapt. 4 (due  
   Wed., Oct. 2 by 10:30 
   am) 


Oct. 7-Oct. 11 Bivariate Analyses (continued) 
Making Controlled Comparisons 
Types of Analytical Relationships 
Cross-Tabulations with Three  
   Variables 
Means Comparison Analysis 


Essentials, Chapt. 4 
SPSS, Chapt. 5 
 
 


Assignment 6: 
SPSS, Chapt. 5 (due  
   Mon., Oct. 7 by  
   10:30 am) 
 


FRI. OCT. 11 *** TEST II ***   


Oct. 14-Oct. 18 Using and Interpreting Inferential 
Statistics 
Sample Size and Random Error 
The Standard Normal Distribution 
Standard Deviation and Random  
   Error 


H&D, Chapt. 5 (pp. 84-92) 
Essentials, Chapt. 5 
 


 


Oct. 21-Oct. 25 Inference Using the Standard Normal  
   and t-Distributions  
Statistical Significance and    
   Hypothesis Testing 
Comparing Two Sample Means 
Comparing Two Sample Proportions 
 


H&D, Chapt. 5 (pp. 92-115) 
Essentials, Chapt. 6 
SPSS, Chapt. 6 
 


Assignment 7: 
SPSS, Chapt. 6 (due  
   Mon, Oct. 21 by  
   10:30 am) 
 


Oct. 28-Nov. 1 Measures of Association and their  
   Use 
The PRE Approach 
 


Essentials, Chapt. 7 
SPSS, Chapt. 7 
 


Assignment 8: 
SPSS, Chapt. 7 (due  
   Mon., Oct. 28 by  
   10:30 am) 


Nov. 4-Nov. 8 Correlation (r), its Uses and  
   Limitations 
Bivariate Regression 
R-Squared (R2) 


Essentials, Chapt. 8 
SPSS, Chapt. 8 
 
 


Assignment 9: 
SPSS, Chapt. 8 (due  
   Mon., Nov. 4 by  
   10:30 am) 


FRI., NOV. 8 *** TEST III ***   


MON., NOV. 11 ** NO CLASS – VETERANS DAY **   


Nov. 13-Nov. 15 Dummy Variables 
Multivariate Regression 
Interaction Effects in Multivariate  
   Regression 


Essentials, Chapt. 9 
SPSS, Chapt. 9 
A&F, Chapts. 11 and 12 


Assignment 10: 
SPSS, Chapt. 9 (due  
   Wed., Nov. 13 by  
   10:30 am) 


Nov. 18-Nov. 22 OLS  
Multicollinearity 
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DATE/WEEK TOPIC READINGS ASSIGNMENT 


Nov. 25-Dec. 2 Catch-Up and Summary    


FRI, NOV. 28 *** THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY – 
NO CLASS *** 


  


MON., DEC. 9, 
10:00 am-11:15 
am 


*** TEST IV (Final Exam) *** 
 
– NO EXCEPTIONS to this date and 
time. Do not ask, as I cannot grant 
them. 
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Policy on Cheating and Plagiarism 
 


The Golden Rule: A Handbook for Students (University of Central Florida) defines academic dishonesty as including 
cheating and plagiarism. Cheating is defined as "unauthorized assistance; communication to another through written, 
visual or oral means. The presentation of material which has not been studied or learned, but obtained through 
someone else’s efforts and used as part of an examination, course assignment or project constitutes a violation. The 
unauthorized possession or use of examination or course related material may also constitute cheating" (p. 6). 
Plagiarism is defined as the deliberate use of another’s work, whether directly quoted or paraphrased, "without any 
indication of source, thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s own. Any student 
failing to properly credit ideas or materials taken from another is plagiarizing. Any student who knowingly helps another 
violate academic behavior standards is also in violation of the standards (p.6-7)".  The current version of the Golden Rule 
may be located by navigating to http://www.ucf.edu/goldenrule/.  You are responsible for knowing it and abiding by it 
in ALL of the elements of this course.  
 
Normally, the penalty for a violation of this policy is an "F" in the course.   
 


Statement of ADA Compliance 
 
I cooperate with the Office of Disability Services to make reasonable accommodations for qualified students with 
disabilities. Please present your written accommodation request on or before the sixth class day (beginning of the 
second week of classes). 
  
[Portions of this policy were adapted from the University of North Texas Department of Political Science Policy on 
Cheating and Plagiarism] 
 
 
 
Thanks to Drs. Fine, Jewett, Knuckey and Pollock (all of the University of Central Florida’s Department of Political 
Science) and Dr. Vanessa Baird (Department of Political Science, University of Colorado at Boulder) for their generous 
sharing of their Scope and Methods syllabi and other course materials.   



http://www.ucf.edu/goldenrule/
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POLITICAL SCIENCE 4284 
JUDICIAL PROCESS AND POLITICS 


 
Department of Political Science 


University of Central Florida 
 


Fall 2013 
 


Class Time and Place: MWF 12:30-1:20 (CB1 319) Office Hours:  MW, 09:00-10:00; TR, 09:30-11:00;  
                         or by appointment 


Professor: Dr. Drew Lanier  


Office: Phillips Hall 302 Credit Hours:  three (3) 


Phone: (407) 823-3753 [direct dial] or 823-2608  
             [main number]  


Email: drew.lanier@ucf.edu 
 


"There is hardly a political question in the United 
States which does not sooner or later turn into a 
judicial one." 
 
Alexis de Tocqueville, Democracy in America (1848) 


    
 Tocqueville's observation remains apt today. Courts decide such issues as abortion, flag burning, 
death penalty, drug testing, criminal rights and free expression. The judiciary plays an important role in 
American life, making it an exciting branch of government to study. Witness the center-stage role that the 
U.S. Supreme Court played in a number of key cases last term, including the health care reform law.   
 
 Judicial Process and Politics examines the role of the judiciary in American society. In this course, we 
will primarily be concerned with the process of law, rather than the product of legal processes. The law is not 
simply a collection of outcomes, policies, decisions and decrees. Law is also a method for transforming 
contentious issues into enforced solutions. But this process is far from simple or mechanical. Abstract rules 
and general principles provide some guidance in this transformation of contentiousness, but social norms, 
broader public understanding, and strategies of legal interpretation also play a role in this process. 
 
 A number of important questions will concern us throughout this course. Beyond understanding the 
mechanics of how courts function, the players who are involved and their role in society, we want to form 
opinions on how the judicial process ought to function. How should judges interpret decisions? How should 
the Supreme Court decide cases? If the current process is flawed, then what should replace it? 
 
 This course provides information so that you will be able to form your own responses to those 
questions. Political scientists often do not agree on how those queries should be answered; this course will 
present some of their theories. Then you will evaluate the merits of any particular answer compared to other 
possibilities. 
  
Web Resources 
 
Canvas Site 
 
The Course has a Canvas site associated with it. It is an innovative technology that allows the students to 
interact with each other, post messages to a common bulletin board, take quizzes, and many other tasks that 
facilitate comprehension of the course material and collaborative learning among the course's students in a 
student-centered context. This site, however, is a password-protected domain. A more thorough discussion of 
this course tool as well as how to navigate through it will be offered in class. Navigate to it via your 
my.ucf.edu login, find the course in the Online Course Tools Tab and the Webcourses@UCF Pagelet and 
then enter your PID and password.  



mailto:drew.lanier@ucf.edu

http://my.ucf.edu/
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Course Goals 
 
The most fundamental goal of this course is to enhance and improve your critical thinking skills. The ability to 
critically analyze concepts or programs and then present your conclusions and criticisms well will be one of 
the most valuable skills you learn at the University. The subject matter on which you will practice these critical 
thinking skills will be the judicial process. In order to effectively develop your analytic abilities, you will find 
that you need a great deal of specific knowledge about the judiciary. This course will fill that gap. Specifically, 
you should learn the following from this course: 
 


1. How various actors interact in the legal process, including jurors, lawyers and lower court and appellate 
judges. 


 
2. How the Supreme Court makes decisions, beginning from the certiorari process and continuing to the 


final decision. 
 
Finally, you will gain an awareness of the pervasiveness of politics, as we will come to know it, even in the 
judicial branch.  
 
Required Books 
 
American Political Science Association, Committee on Publications.  2006.  Style Manual for Political  
     Science.  Rev. ed.  Washington, DC:  APSA (ISBN 1-87814-733-1).  [Title is out of print but copies may  
     still be obtained].  


 
Kirszner, Laurie G., and Stephen R. Mandell.  2010.  The Brief Wadsworth Handbook.  6th ed. Boston:   
     Thomson/Wadsworth (ISBN 1-4282-3142-0). 
 
Neubauer, David W., and Stephen S. Meinhold.  2012. Judicial Process: Law, Courts, and Politics in the  
     United States.  6th ed. Belmont, CA:  Thomson/Wadsworth (ISBN 978-1-1111-35756-6).  [hereafter 


“N&M”]. 
 


Stern, Gerald M. 2008. The Buffalo Creek Disaster. 2d ed. New York: Vintage Books (ISBN 0-307-38849-0). 
 


Turow, Scott.  1977.  One L: The Turbulent True Story of a First Year at Harvard Law School.  New York:  
     Warner Books (ISBN 0-446-67378-1). 


 
Optional Books 
 
Strunk, William, Jr., and E.B. White.  2000.  The Elements of Style.  4th ed.  New York:  Longman (ISBN 0- 
     205-30902-X). 
 
Required Materials 
 
 In addition, students must purchase a pack of scantrons (Form No. 209161), which are strawberry in 
color and bear the UCF logo.  These will be used during the three exams administered across the term. No 
other form is acceptable. If you nevertheless attempt to submit an exam with another form of scantron, your 
exam WILL BE REFUSED.   This is a course requirement as the UCF Test Scoring Center will accept no 
other form. 
  


GRADING 
 
Exams (300 points) 
 


Each of the three exams in the course is worth 100 points. Although they are each non-
comprehensive, they will be composed entirely of very challenging multiple choice items.  They will seek to 
test your understanding of both factual and conceptual ideas in a tightly controlled timed environment. 
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Internet Assignments (100 points (5 @ 20 points each)) 
 


In addition to the in-class tests and quizzes, you are required to complete four Internet assignments 
across the term. Do not put these off until the last minute. You should do them as they are assigned, since  
you cannot control for the internet being down, or the site that you must access being temporarily 
unavailable. I will have little sympathy for you if this circumstance befalls you and you are unable to turn-in 
your assignment.  Assignments do not count until they are RECEIVED, not sent.  I customarily send a brief 
email message indicating its receipt if you submit it to me via email. IF YOU DO NOT RECEIVE SUCH A 
MESSAGE, THE ASSIGNMENT HAS NOT BEEN RECEIVED AND YOU WILL NOT RECEIVE FULL 
CREDIT FOR THE ASSIGNMENT.  In that case, contact me by other means (such as the telephone) to 
determine if I have received the assignment. If not, resubmit it ASAP.  Computers seem to know when 
humans are working on deadlines and will maniacally crash as the deadline approaches. Thus:  DO NOT 
WAIT UNTIL THE LAST MINUTE TO COMPLETE YOUR ASSIGNMENT.  If you come to me with an exotic 
tale of woe about your not having turned in your assignment on time, I will nod relatively sympathetically and 
point to this warning.   
 


These assignments are designed to make you more familiar with the Internet and the sites relevant to 
the study of the American judiciary. They are due at THE BEGINNING OF CLASS (12:30 pm) for each of the 
due dates. I PENALIZE LATE ASSIGNMENTS ONE LETTER GRADE PER DAY LATE, OR PART 
THEREOF.  THUS, IF YOUR ASSIGNMENT IS SUBMITTED FIVE MINUTES LATE, FOR EXAMPLE, YOU 
WILL HAVE A FULL DAY’S POINTS REDUCED FROM YOUR EARNED GRADE.   
 


Furthermore, note the following rules regarding the internet assignments: 
 


• You may NOT use Wikipedia (or its variants) as any source in your internet assignments. Doing 
so will substantially reduce your grade, even to an “F.”   


 
• You must follow APSA style when composing your internet assignments. Failure to do so will 


result in at least one letter grade reduction of the grade earned. 
 
• Double space between paragraphs, even in a document that is otherwise single-spaced. 
 
• Provide in-text citations to the SPECIFIC SOURCE FROM WHICH YOU ARE TAKING THE 


INFORMATION.  Otherwise, the reader does not know to what source you attribute your 
information.  Failure to do so will result in a least a one letter grade reduction in the grade earned. 
See the APSA Style Manual for examples. 


 
• Case names must be italicized as per the APSA Style Manual. 
 
• Attaching printouts to an internet assignment does not magically satisfy the cite and 


reference requirements of APSA style.   
 
Class Participation (50 points) 
 


Since most of you would like to go to law school someday, class topics are discussed using the 
Socratic Method typical of most law schools. You are expected to very carefully read and prepare for 
discussions.  Class attendance is not mandatory. However, to insure that the class participation part of your 
grade accurately reflects your attendance, I pass around a sign-up sheet at the beginning of each class. This 
information is solely for the purpose of knowing whether you regularly attended class, even if you are not 
frequently called on to answer questions. In the event that your grade is "borderline" at the end of the 
semester, students who have regularly attended throughout the semester may be given the benefit of the 
doubt and assigned a higher final course letter grade. Students who regularly miss class will find that their 
course grades are adversely affected.  
 
Daily Survey (50 points) 
 


You should become familiar with all of your colleagues, even those who do not speak during every 
class. Your usage of the Canvas tool will be assessed at the end of the term to distribute this portion of the 
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course grade. Specific assignments for you will be posted on the Canvas site. You, thus, must check the site 
regularly. I WILL remove assignments after they have been posted for a significant period, thereby preventing 
you from completing the assignment if you wait until the last minute. Once again, don’t allow yourself to get 
into that bind! It is made a component of the course so as to facilitate communication between you as 
members of the class.  Of the 50 points available for this component of the course, all of them are  
earned based on the proportion of surveys that you complete across the term. 
 
    The following are regulations regarding the daily surveys that must be followed: 


 
• If you do not attend class on a particular day FOR ANY REASON IMAGINABLE, you may NOT 


complete the survey for that day as you cannot logically answer the questions posed. If you 
nevertheless attempt to do so, I will mark it as if you did not. 


 
• Failing to complete even a small number of the daily surveys will negatively affect your final course 


grade. Ignoring them is dangerous to your understanding (and your final course grade).  
 


• Daily Survey responses are due by 9:00 am of the following lecture day.   
 
• Be honest and forthcoming in your responses as they are designed to deepen your understanding of 


the course content and its significance.   
 
• After the due date for the Surveys has passed, I will collate and collect the most pertinent and relevant 


questions and read answers to them in class for the entire class to consider and from which to benefit. 
They are good ways to prepare for the exams, and not “busy work.”  Use them for your benefit.  Ignore 
them at your own peril. 


 
• If you have already answered the Survey for the day, Canvas will not allow you to complete the Survey 


again. 
 
• Do NOT send blank responses through for the Survey. Repeated violation of this rule will result in the 


entire class’s being required to send survey responses to me through my UCF email account.  Past 
classes have, sadly, tested me on this requirement. Please do not make me implement this 
requirement. 


 
Best Allies 
 


The professor is not your friend.  He cannot be your friend, as he is charged with the weighty 
responsibility of assessing your understanding of the course material and work in an objective manner.  He 
may act in a courteous, kind and helpful manner, but do not mistake that for friendship or laxness. 
 


You will find that your colleagues have similar backgrounds and experiences and that they can be 
your best allies in making it through this course, just as you will discover in later life.   
 
 
Course Point Allocation 
 


Component Weight 
Exam I 100 Points 
Exam II 100 Points 
Exam III  100 Points 
Internet Assgn. 100 Points 
Daily Survey 50 Points 
Class Participation 50 Points 


TOTAL 500 Points 
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Grading Scale (as a Percentage of Total Points) 
 


GRADE PERCENTAGE 
A 94-100 
A- 93-90 
B+ 89-87 
B 86-84 
B- 80-83 
C+ 79-77 


GRADE PERCENTAGE 
C 74-76 
C- 70-73 
D+ 69-67 
D 66-64 
D- 60-63 
F 59 or less 


 
In calculating averages, the only rounding will be up from 0.5 below the grade required in the professor’s sole 
professional discretion. For example, 89.5 may earn an "A-," 79.5 may earn a "B-," and so on. I give you the 
opportunity to earn extra credit points all semester long. Do not expect that I will give you any more points 
at the end of the term. I interpret this clause very stringently. 
 


COURSE POLICIES 
 
 There are several points you should note.  
 


Laptops and Audiotaping  
  
 I prohibit the use of laptops in this class.  Laptops, while useful in some contexts, represent a barrier 
between professor and student and actually may make student understanding more difficult as students are 
transformed from learners into typists.  Also, other students’ use of laptops may represent a distraction from 
lecture and class discussion.  If you have concerns about this policy, please see me. 
 
 If you have disabilities regarding handwriting notes, I encourage you to tape record the lectures, which is 
allowed.  Students who miss class should see me before requesting your notes, and the student who has missed must 
make all reasonable accommodations to meet your scheduling limitations for conducting the exchange.  The student 
providing the notes is not responsible for providing any materials and should not incur any expenses associated with the 
exchange.  Students providing the notes are not required to provide notes for more than three (3) lecture periods that 
have been missed.  If you feel that you are being coerced about providing your notes to someone who is not attending 
class, please see me immediately.  I reserve the right to revoke the privilege of using the above devices.  
 
 No Excuses 
 
 First, this class operates under a "No-Excuse" policy. It is incumbent upon you to be responsible for the notes 
given in the unlikely event that you miss class. If you miss class, you NEED NOT inform me about it.  If you do inform 
me of your impending absence, you are NOT thereby immunized from the terms of the syllabus.  Because this 
course is an upper division class, you will quickly learn that if you intend to pass, you should plan on regularly 
attending class, keeping up with the lecture, and completing the assignments as they are given. 
 
 Seating Chart 
 
 Second, shortly after the course begins, I send around a seating chart to facilitate the professor’s learning 
student names and the Socratic method. Please decide where you would like to sit within the first few days of class. 
If you have vision difficulties, please situate yourself accordingly, as I use the visual display extensively. 
 
 Accommodations for Physically Challenged Students 
 
 Third, if you are physically challenged, every attempt is made to accommodate your learning needs. See me 
by the end of the first week of class so that we can make appropriate arrangements. This class operates in 
accordance with the Office of Student Disability Services here at the University and federal guidelines governing the 
Americans with Disabilities Act (1990). 
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 Plagiarism and Cheating: Don’t Let it Happen to You! 
 
 Fourth, please consult the policy regarding plagiarism and cheating which is attached. Each of you must 
review the University policy on the penalties for plagiarism. Almost every semester, one or more students 
appropriate(s) the published work of someone else, and I have had the unfortunate responsibility of failing those 
students and seeking disciplinary action against them. You are on notice that I have failed students because they 
decided to risk their academic careers by choosing the easy way out. 
 
 Conceptual Understanding Key 
 
 Fifth, this is an upper division course with correspondent responsibilities for you. I expect that you will devote 
at least 15 hours per week outside of class for this course alone studying, reading, and meeting with other 
students to discuss and review the course material.  This is a difficult course. If you are not at least a Junior, you 
should seriously consider withdrawing from the course and taking it once you attain that status.  Former students 
who did not heed this warning received a much lower than expected final course grade. 
 
 Socratic Method as a Pedagogical Modality 
 
 Sixth, class topics are discussed using the Socratic Method. This means that you are expected to answer 
questions about the text and material that we have covered in class AND TO HAVE THOUGHT ABOUT ITS 
IMPLICATIONS. You will quickly learn that one of my favorite questions is, "what does that mean?." You are 
expected to read and prepare for discussions. I assume that the reading for the day will be done for the day that it is 
assigned. LEARN TO PACE YOURSELF ACCORDINGLY!  
 
 Respect for Colleagues and Their Comments 
 
 Additionally, you are on notice that this course engages in difficult discussions about our political leaders. 
Hopefully we will have intelligent arguments regarding the concepts involved in the course. Above all, everyone will 
have the right to express their opinions freely and openly without fear of reprisal from other students or myself. 
 


  Attendance 
 


 Seventh, I do not have a mandatory attendance policy.  However, I send around attendance sheets at the 
beginning of each class so I know who has attended class, and so I can gauge your class participation even if you do 
not speak in class.  Persons who are "borderline" in their grades may receive the "benefit of the doubt" in the final 
computation of grades if they have frequently attended class.  It is YOUR responsibility to sign the attendance sheet.  
The sheet is sent around at the beginning of each class.  If you are late, you must see me after class to sign it;  
otherwise, I will not give you the "benefit of the doubt."  You are responsible for announcements made in class and 
changes to the course syllabus and expectations even if you are absent when such announcements are made.   
 
 Extra Credit 
 
 Ninth, throughout the session there may be several opportunities for you to earn extra credit points. Prior 
assignments have included registering to vote, pop quizzes on current events, or looking up specific questions that 
other students or myself may ask about the subject material. This extra credit is announced in class on a sporadic 
basis. If you miss class, you should check with classmates about missed opportunities. I reserve the right to NOT 
give you the extra credit option should you miss the class period that the extra credit was assigned. All extra credit 
assignments are due the next class period after they have been announced in class. 
 
 Word Processing Required 
 
 Tenth, all assignments (with the exceptions of exams and quizzes done in class) must be typewritten or word 
processed, including internet assignments. If you do not know how to use a computer or word processor, it is 
strongly recommended that you learn to do so. If you are concerned about this, please see me. Numerous tutorials 
are available on campus to assist you. You should allocate enough time for printer cartridges to run dry and dogs to 
eat papers and computer disks! You laugh, but trust me: I have heard every excuse in the book! Late assignments 
will receive reduced grades at the rate of one letter grade per day late or part thereof. 
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 Duplicates of Assignments 
 
 Eleventh, while I have never lost an assignment, I require that you make copies of all work submitted to me in 
the unlikely event that something should happen. In the event that I should need a copy of the assignment, and you 
are not able to provide it, you will not receive credit. Even after I have returned materials to you, please hold on to 
the work until after you have received your grade from the Registrar. This protects you from any possibility that you 
might receive an erroneous grade. 
 
 Technological Tools 
 
 Twelfth, I require that everyone learn how to use e-mail and the technological tools associated with the 
course. They can facilitate your comprehension of the course material. I have found that this encourages  
students to communicate with me about questions you may have regarding the material discussed in class. You are 
responsible for any assignments or other information that I distribute on the course’s associated web sites or via 
email. If you already have an e-mail account (through knights.ucf.edu), please do not sign-up for an additional 
account, but give me your address. You should check your email on a regular basis as I post any changes about 
class assignments to your account and/or to the course-associated web site. If your email address changes 
during the semester, you MUST NOTIFY ME.  This is a course requirement.   
 


  Classroom Decorum  
 


Please note the following rules for classroom decorum: 
 
• Because it is disruptive to everyone to have students arrive late and/or leave early, you must be on time for 


every class and you are expected to remain in class until the period is completed, unless there are 
extraordinary circumstances (e.g., you are about to become ill on the person in front of you) or you have 
informed me of your urgent need to leave before the period ends.  How would you act in a court of law? 
Would you arrive late or leave early? Act in a disruptive manner? Begin to act professionally now. 


 
• Do not talk (even in a whisper) with any of your neighbors.  It disturbs them and it disturbs me.  If you are 


talking, I presume you have a question about the material and I will ask you about it.   
 
• Do not listen to an i-Pod, read a newspaper or other material not previously assigned for class. If you do so, 


you will be counted ABSENT FOR THE DAY.  Repeated violation of this rule will result in a grade of WF or 
F. 


 
• PLEASE SILENCE YOUR CELL PHONES AND/OR BEEPERS.  Repeated violation of this rule constitutes 


“continuous unruly behavior.”  (See Classroom Decorum Policy No. 5 below). 
 
• Continuous unruly behavior will result in a grade of WF or F.  An example of this is the persistent 


discourtesy of talking in class while someone else (including the instructor) is doing so.  The classroom is 
not a living room, in which one talks during a television show.  If you wish to talk, absent yourself from class 
with the appropriate diminution of your class grade. 


 
 Time-Sensitive Communications and Assignments 
 
 In past semesters, some students have had difficulty submitting assignments to me by the due date and time.  
This difficulty arises, in part, from their reliance on email and other technologies beyond their control.  Accordingly, 
for time-sensitive communications, send me a message through the Canvas email tool, contact me on the telephone, 
or see me in person during office hours.   
 
 Syllabus NOT a Contract 
 
 Finally, this syllabus is not deemed to be a contract. I reserve the right to change any of the exam times or 
assignments by providing you with a forty-eight hour notice of such changes. Such changes are either announced in 
class, or sent on e-mail. Therefore, you are responsible for any changes that may occur during the course of the 
session.  If you are late, you should check to be sure you did not miss anything. As such, your absence in class is 
not deemed a sufficient excuse as to why work is incomplete. In the event that the University administration closes 
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school for any reason (e.g., hurricane), any assignments or examinations that were scheduled on the day of the 
canceled class will be due at the next regularly scheduled class meeting. 
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TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE, TOPICS AND ASSIGNMENTS 


PROJECTED 
DATE 


TOPIC READINGS ASSIGNMENT 


Aug. 19–Sept. 6 Course requirements 
The Structure of American Law 
   and the American Court System 
Judicial Federalism - The Federal 
   Courts 


Syllabus and attachments 
N&M, Chapts. 1, 2 and 3 
  


Self Intro  
(due Fri, Aug. 30 by 
12:30 on Canvas)  
Internet Assgn. 1 (due 
Wed., Sept. 4 by 12:30) 


MON., SEPT. 2 NO CLASS–LABOR DAY HOLIDAY   
Sept. 9–Sept. 20 Judicial Federalism - The State     


   Courts 
The Players in the Judicial Process 
The Impact of the Selection Process 


N&M, Chapts. 4, 5, 6 and 7  
Stern, pp. 1-90 
 


Internet Assgn. 2 
(due Monday, Sept. 16 
by 12:30) 


Sept. 23–Oct. 1 Trial Court Policy-Making:  
   The Criminal Process (Part I) 
 


N&M, Chapts. 8 and 9 
 


 


MON., SEPT. 30 FREY INSTITUTE SYMPOSIUM http://loufrey.org Attend Symposium in 
the Pegasus Ballroom 


FRI., OCT. 4 *** TEST I ***   
Oct. 7-Oct. 11 Trial Court Policy-Making:  


   The Criminal Process (Part II) 
The Police 


N&M, Chapts. 8 and 9 
 


Internet Assgn. 3 
(due Monday, Oct. 7 by 
12:30) 


Oct. 14–Oct. 18 Trial Court Policy-Making: 
   The Civil Process 


N&M, Chapts. 10 and 11 
 


 


Oct. 21–Nov. 1 Trials: Lawyers, Judges and Juries 
Legal Ethics (Not an Oxymoron) 
Law School—The Crucible 
Legal Profession 


Finish Stern 
N&M, Chapts. 12 and 13 
Turow, All 
Curtis and Frank  
   (Canvas Reserve) 


Internet Assgn. 4  
(due Monday, Oct. 21 
by 12:30) 


MON., OCT. 28 WITHDRAWAL DEADLINE (must be 
completed by 11:59 pm) 


  


FRI., NOV. 1 *** TEST II ***     
Nov. 4-8 The Appellate Process 


United States Supreme Court  
   Agenda-Setting 


N&M, Chapts. 13 and 14 
Pacelle, Rehnquist and 
Stevens (Canvas    
   Reserve)  


 


MON., NOV. 11 NO CLASS – VETERANS DAY   
Nov. 13–Nov. 25 
 
 
 
 


 


Are Judges Priests or Laypersons? 
Behavioral Models of Supreme Court 
   Decision-Making 
Neo-Institutionalism: Influence of  
   Other Branches on Supreme Court  
   Decision-Making  


N&M, Chapts. 14 and 15 
Spaeth, Kozinski and 
Harlan (Canvas 
    Reserve) 


Internet Assgn. 5 
(due Wednesday, Nov. 
13 by 12:30) 


Nov. 27–Dec.2 "Do Courts Make A Difference?": 
Impact and Implementation 
Reform and Evaluation 
Catch-Up, Summary and Conclusions 
Note: No Class on 11/28 (Thanksgiving) 


N&M, Epilogue  
   (Canvas Reserve) 
 


 


FRIDAY, DEC. 6 
*** TEST III (10:00–11:15) ***  – No 
exceptions to this date and time. Do 
not ask, as I cannot grant them. 


    


 
 



http://loufrey.org/
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Policy on Cheating and Plagiarism 
 


The Golden Rule: A Handbook for Students (University of Central Florida) defines academic dishonesty as including 
cheating and plagiarism. Cheating is defined as "unauthorized assistance; communication to another through written, 
visual or oral means. The presentation of material which has not been studied/learned, but obtained through 
someone else’s efforts and used as part of an examination, course assignment or project constitutes a violation. The 
unauthorized possession or use of examination or course related material may also constitute cheating" (p. 6). 
Plagiarism is defined as the deliberate use of another’s work, whether directly quoted or paraphrased, "without any 
indication of source, thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s own. Any student 
failing to properly credit ideas or materials taken from another is plagiarizing. Any student who knowingly helps 
another violate academic behavior standards is also in violation of the standards (p.6-7).”  The current version of the 
Golden Rule may be located by navigating to http://www.ucf.edu/goldenrule/.  You are responsible for knowing it and 
abiding by it in ALL of the elements of this course.  
 
Normally, the penalty for a violation of this policy is an "F" in the course.   
 


Statement of ADA Compliance 
 
I cooperate with the Office of Disability Services to make reasonable accommodations for qualified students with 
disabilities. Please present your written accommodation request on or before the sixth class day (beginning of the 
second week of classes). 
  
[Portions of this policy were adapted from the University of North Texas Department of Political Science Policy on 
Cheating and Plagiarism] 
  


Notice of Use of Turnitin.com 
 
In this course, I may utilize turnitin.com, an automated system that instructors may use to quickly and easily compare 
each student’s written assignment with billions of websites, as well an enormous database of student papers that 
grows with each student submission.  Accordingly, student assignments may be subject to this additional check.  
After the assignment is processed, I receive a report from turnitin.com that states if and how another person’s work 
was used in the assignment.  For more detailed information about this process, visit http://www.turnitin.com.  
 
[Portions of this policy were adapted from “Sample Wording for Syllabus,” UCF Office of Student Rights and 
Responsibilities, Patricia A. MacKown, Director]. 
 



http://www.ucf.edu/goldenrule/

http://www.turnitin.com/
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POLITICAL SCIENCE 6045 
 


SEMINAR IN 
AMERICAN NATIONAL POLITICS 


 
Fall 2013 


 


Professor:  Dr. Drew N. Lanier 
Office Hours:   MW, 09:00-10:00, 
                         TR, 09:30-11:00,  
                         or by appointment 


Office:  Phillips Hall 302O   Class Time and Place: Wed., 6:00-8:50 pm, PH 305G 


Phone: (407) 823-3753 [direct dial] or -2608 [main 
office] Credit Hours:  Three (3)                                                   


E-mail: drew.lanier@ucf.edu 
 


                                   
“Democracy is the worst of all possible systems—          “We have a Republic—if we can keep it.” 
except for all the rest.” 
                                             –Benjamin Franklin    
–Winston Churchill           
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES: 
 
 This course is designed to prepare graduate students who hope at some point in their graduate careers to 
conduct original research, such as an MA Thesis, teach in or ore more areas of American Politics (at the 
secondary or post-secondary level), or those who simply wish to acquire greater and deeper knowledge about 
American Politics.  Additionally, this course will provide a solid foundation for more specialized graduate 
seminars in political science that one may complete in the future, as well as serving as an introduction and 
overview of the broad expanse of American Politics literature for those students who intend to go on at some 
point in their career to enter a doctoral program. 
 
 For most of you, this course is the inauguration of your socialization into the academic study of political 
science and, more particularly, of American Politics.  While most of you have completed undergraduate 
courses in American Government or other related courses, the study of political science is qualitatively and 
quantitatively different at the graduate level. The transition from undergraduate to graduate study can be a 
shocking one as one moves from being consumers of knowledge, as most undergraduates are, to producers 
of knowledge, as some graduate students become.  Indeed, to that end, another goal of this seminar is to 
have you produce an original piece of research on American Politics.   
 
 Moreover, an introductory graduate seminar such as this generally aims to acquaint students with the 
breadth of the work in the subfield and do so at the expense of its depth.  In many ways, this course will be no 
different.  But the breadth of the work in American Politics is expansive and we will not be able to cover it all—
or even a large portion of it.  Those gaps will be filled in by your later course work.  Nonetheless, American 
Politics can be considered in two hemispheres:  institutions and behavior.  The lines that define these areas, 
however, are blurred at best.   Let me make my own bias clear (which was ground into me by my training):  my 
research and most of my teaching focuses on the behavioral approach to the study of politics and thus this 
seminar will follow that focus.  The selected topics and readings will, however, provide you with an introduction 
to a wide array of concerns, intellectual problems, controversies, theoretical approaches, research design and 
methods of inquiry.   
 



mailto:drew.lanier@ucf.edu
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 Apart from a sense of what we know and what we do not know about American Politics, I hope that during 
this semester that you will acquire a deep awareness of how political scientists think about, formulate and and 
execute empirical research.  Along these lines, a large part of the class will be spent doing more than simply 
regurgitating the findings of published works.  While it is important to understand what the readings 
communicate, it is also important for us to think conceptually how we might as producers of knowledge 
contribute to the body of new research on the different topics and themes dominate in American Politics that 
we will explore.  Let us begin. 
 
TEXTS: 
 
Dalton, Russell J.  2009.  The Good Citizen:  How a Younger Generation is Reshaping American Politics.   
 Rev. ed.   Washington, DC:  CQ Press.  ISBN 978-1-60426-556-9. 
 
Epstein, Leon.  1986.  Political Parties in the American Mold.  Madison:  University of Wisconsin Press.  
 ISBN 0-299-10704-3. 
 
Gelman, Andrew, David Park, Boris Shor, Joseph Bafumi, and Jeronimo Cortina.  2009.  Red State, Blue  
 State, Rich State, Poor State:   Why Americans Vote the Way They Do.  Expanded ed. Princeton:   
 Princeton University Press.  ISBN 978-0-69114-393-4. 
 
Gibson, James L.  2012.  Electing Judges: The Surprising Effects of Campaigning on Judicial Legitimacy.   
 Chicago:  University of Chicago Press.  978-0-226-29108-6.  
 
Hinich, Melvin and Michael C. Munger.  1996.  Ideology and the Theory of Political Choice.  Ann Arbor:   
 University of Michigan Press.   ISBN 978-0-47208-413-5. 
 
Judis, John B., and Ruy Teixeira.  2004.  The Emerging Democratic Majority. New York:  Scribner.   
 ISBN 978-0743254786. 
 
Mayhew, David R.  2005.  Divided We Govern:  Party Control, Lawmaking, and Investigations, 1946-2002. 2d  
 Edition. New Haven:  Yale University Press. ISBN 978-0-30010-288-8. 
 
McCloskey, Robert G.  2005.  The American Supreme Court.  Rev. ed. by Sanford Levinson.  Chicago:   
 University of Chicago Press.  ISBN  979-0-226-55682-4.   
 
Rossiter, Clinton, ed.   2003.  The Federalist Papers.  New York:  Penguin. ISBN 978-0-45152-881-0. 
 
These texts should be available at the University bookstore or the off-campus outlets.  Other course readings 
assigned will be on reserve or available through the various databases accessible through the UCF Library’s 
homepage.  Many of the articles are downloadable from JSTOR as well (http://www.jstor.org).  
 
OTHER REFERENCES: 
 
Finifter, Ada W., ed.  1983.  Political Science:  The State of the Discipline.  Washington, DC:  APSA. 
 
Finifter, Ada W., ed.  1993.  Political Science:  The State of the Discipline II.  Washington, DC:  APSA. 
 
Katznelson, Ira, and Helen V. Milner, eds.  2002.  Political Science:  State of the Discipline.  Centennial  ed.  
 New York:  W.W. Norton.   
 
Kennedy, David M.  1999.  Freedom From Fear:  The American People in the Great Depression.  Part I.  New  
 York:  Oxford  University Press. 
 
Kennedy, David M.  1999.  Freedom From Fear:  The American People in World War II.  Part II.  New York:   



http://www.jstor.org/





SEMINAR IN AMERICAN NATIONAL POLITICS — FALL 2013 — PAGE 3 
 


 Oxford University Press. 
 
Pollock, Philip H., III.  2012.  The Essentials of Political Analysis.  4th ed.  Washington, DC:  Congressional  
 Quarterly Press.  ISBN 978-1-60871-686-9. 
 
Pollock, Philip H., III.  2012.  An SPSS Companion to Political Analysis.  4th ed.  Washington, DC:  


Congressional Quarterly Press.  ISBN 978-1-60871-687-6. 
 
Wilson, James Q., and John J. DiIulio, Jr., with Meena Bose.  2011.  American Government:  Institutions and  
 Policies.  12th ed.  Boston:  Wadsworth/Cengage. 
 
WEB RESOURCES 
 
Canvas Site – Course Management Software   
 
The Course has a WebCourses site associated with it. It is an innovative technology that allows the students 
to interact with each other, post messages to a common bulletin board, take quizzes, and many other tasks 
that facilitate comprehension of the course material and collaborative learning among the course's students in 
a student-centered context. This site, however, is a password-protected domain. A more thorough discussion 
of this course tool as well as how to navigate through it will be offered in class. Navigate to it via your 
my.ucf.edu login, find the course in the Online Course Tools Tab and the Webcourses@UCF Pagelet and 
then enter your PID and password.  
 
RELEVANT ORGANIZATIONS 
 
 The American Political Science Association (http://www.apsanet.org), the Midwest Political Science 
Association (http://www.mpsanet.org) and the Southern Political Science Association (http://www.spsa.net) are 
key organizations of political scientists with various areas of expertise and methodological approaches. They 
each hold annual conferences at which new research is presented to the academic community. They each 
also publish academic journals with cutting-edge research dealing with various topics in the discipline. 
 
CODEBOOKS AND DATA BASES:  
 
An invaluable resource is the Inter-university Consortium for Political and Social Research (ICPSR) 


(http://www.icpsr.org) that archives literally hundreds of datasets (including several versions of the National 
Election Survey (NES) and the General Social Survey (GSS)) from the most important and ground-
breaking studies in political science and other fields of inquiry.  There are many studies here on American 
Politics. 


 
Spaeth, Harold J.  1997.  Expanded United States Supreme Court Judicial Database, 1946-1968 Terms.  


Second ICPSR version.  Ann Arbor:  Interuniversity Consortium for Political and Social Research.  Study 
number 6557.  These data are available from public data archives. 


  
Spaeth, Harold J.  2008.  United States Supreme Court Judicial Database, 1953-2007 Terms.  Ann Arbor:  


Interuniversity Consortium for Political and Social Research.  Study number 9422. These data are 
available from public data archives. 


 
Songer, Donald R.  1997.  United States Courts of Appeal Database 1925-1996. These data are available 


from public data archives. 
 
Federal Judicial Center.  1996.  Federal Court Cases:  Integrated Data Base, 1970-1994.  Fifth and Sixth 


ICPSR Editions.  Ann Arbor:  Interuniversity Consortium for Political and Social Research.  Study number 
8429. These data are available from public data archives. 


 



http://my.ucf.edu/

http://www.apsanet.org/

http://www.mpsanet.org/

http://www.spsa.net/

http://www.icpsr.org/
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Gary Zuk, Deborah J. Barrow, and Gerard S. Gryski.  1997.  Multi-User Database on the Attributes of United 
States Appeals Court Judges, 1801-1994.  First ICPSR Edition. Ann Arbor:  Interuniversity Consortium for 
Political and Social Research.  Study number 6796. These data are available from public data archives. 


 
Note also that many of these datasets may be obtained directly by navigating to the homepage for the Judicial 
Research Initiative (JuRI) headquartered at the University of South Carolina (www.cas.sc.edu/poli/juri) that 
contains links to all kinds of data (even sets that are archived in other locations) pertaining to judicial politics.   
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 
 
 As graduate students, it is obvious that you are expected to come to class well-prepared.  As this is a 
graduate seminar, you will learn that there is no place to hide.  You are expected to have read the 
assignments carefully, and should be prepared to discuss them intelligently rather than passively absorbing 
something approaching knowledge while lurking in the back of a class of 70 or so undergraduates.  I, thus, 
cannot overemphasize the importance of completing the readings prior to our class meeting. Class time is not 
time to read the material but to consider its importance, its consequences and its limitations.   
 
 Hence, there will be no shirking. If you do, it will be apparent to me and everyone else and it will affect your 
grade.  Moreover, it will also affect your training. If you do not invest the time to complete the readings 
sincerely, then thinking and the analysis of the works that we will examine will elude you and you miss a 
wonderful and unique opportunity to invest in your future career.    
 
 When I say “read the material,” what I mean is that you will, at a minimum, read them carefully, annotate 
in the articles, make notes in the margins and otherwise be prepared as if you were required to meet with the 
authors of the books and articles and question what they have done and why they completed the research in 
the manner that they did (see “Format for Analysis of Readings”). As this is not a lecture class, if you fail to 
read and prepare as I have outlined here, we will likely spend three hours each week staring at each other with 
silence as our companion.   
 
 In fact, you will be assigned to make oral presentations to the class on selected assignments on a 
recurring basis.  Regular class attendance is expected.  The instructor will not spend any time going over 
missed material with those students who were absent from the seminar meeting, unless he or she has a valid 
medical or other excuse.  The following methods of assessing student performance will be used: 
 
   Critical Review Essays (2)   20% (10% each) 
   Literature Review Term Paper        20%  
   Research Paper/Research Design  30% 
   Class participation    20%  
      Weekly Questions            10% 
 
Late papers will not be accepted. “Late” means any time after the due date and time listed below, for each 
assignment.  Plan accordingly.  
 
WEEKLY QUESTIONS 
 
 Furthermore, you must submit at least two substantive questions (more are better) to the Weekly 
Questions Discussion Topic (available on the Canvas site) each week about the reading that will form the 
basis of the beginning of the class discussion for that respective week.  This portion of your grade includes ten 
(10) percent for the completion of these questions, allocated based on the proportion of such questions that 
you submit throughout the term.  Completing them is a good way to check your comprehension of the week’s 
material, and it is an easy way to earn points for the final course grade. The questions must be submitted by 
12:00 noon of the Tuesday immediately preceding class on Wednesday night.  
 
 



http://www.cas.sc.edu/poli/juri
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GRADING SCALE (as a Percentage of Total Points) 
 


GRADE PERCENTAGE 
A 94-100 
A- 93-90 
B+ 89-87 
B 86-84 
B- 80-83 
C+ 79-77 
C 74-76 
C- 70-73 
D+ 69-67 
D 66-64 
D- 60-63 
F 59 or less 


 
CRITICAL REVIEW ESSAY GUIDELINES 
 
 Students will prepare two review essays on book length monographs that are NOT assigned in the 
Seminar.  The monographs should not be textbooks or edited collections (known sometimes as “readers”), but 
research works.  They may represent any approach to the study of American Politics, so long as they 
represent work that is directly relevant to political science concerns with American Political institutions or 
behavior.  The instructor will be happy to advise you as to the appropriateness of a work that you would like to 
review. In fact, it would be wise to ask, lest you review a work that is not appropriate and, thus, waste your 
time.   
 
 Review essays should follow this outline: 
 
 1. Full and proper citation of the work to be reviewed. 
 2. Basic purpose of the work. 
 3. Qualifications of the author(s). 
 4. Why you wanted to review the work. 
 5. Summary of the basic argument, results, and findings of the work. 
 6. Assessment of the strengths AND weaknesses of the work using the broad topics included in the 


Format for Analysis of Readings as a baseline. 
 
 Each essay will be from 5-7 pages long, word processed double-spaced, using the style of the American 
Political Science Review or the style convention of your home discipline if it is not political science.   
 
 Due dates for the review essays are Wed., October 16 and Wed., October 30; these dates are also 
noted on the syllabus. 
 
RESEARCH PAPER 
 
 I have already mentioned the importance of moving from being a consumer to a producer of political 
knowledge.  Indeed, students in the graduate program will eventually write a thesis or dissertation—whether 
that is done in the field of political science or some related discipline.  Thus, a research paper is a critical part 
of this (or any) graduate class.  The topic can be anything within the subfield of American Politics that you 
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want, but it is advisable that you confine the paper to one of the broad topics that are covered here in this 
seminar.   
 
 The research paper will be similar to many of the journal articles that you read this semester. It should be 
something that could be potentially presented at a professional conference or even submitted to an academic 
journal.  Many students use their research paper as a beginning to develop what eventually becomes their MA 
thesis.   
 
 The research paper will adhere to the following guidelines: 
 


1. The paper should be approximately 20 pages.  They should be word processed on white paper, 
double-spaced throughout (including notes and references), with one inch margins on all sides.  They 
must be printed in a reasonably-sized proportionally-spaced font. For references, bibliography, and 
footnote/endnote style, political science majors will be required to use the style sheet of the American 
Political Science Review, the department's official style sheet or the style sheet of your home discipline 
if it is not political science.   
 


2. The research paper must adhere to the following general outline: 
 


a. Justify the topic.  Indicate why this is an important topic. Why should the reader be interested in this 
topic or issue? Concentrate on its theoretical significance. 


 
b. State the problem to be studied.  Use specific hypotheses where appropriate. 
 
c. Review the relevant literature.  Describe what kinds of research have been done on your topic and 


indicate the problems or shortcomings of the existing literature. 
 
d. Specify what approach, model, or theory you are testing or the ways in which a particular approach 


of model directs you to the problem you are investigating and how it shapes the questions you are 
asking or the hypotheses you are testing. It need not be a highly sophisticated quantitative 
approach, but it must be quantitative in nature. 


 
e. Set out hypotheses derived from your theory.  State the empirically-derived research questions that 


guide your research:  that is, what phenomenon are you testing? How will you determine if the 
hypothesis has been satisfied or not? 


 
f. Give specific operational definitions of the concepts you are using. 
 
g. Indicate what kind(s) of data you will need and how you would get it.  Discuss the problems you face 


in obtaining the data and putting them to appropriate use. 
 
h. Indicate the research skills you will use complete the project:  languages, statistical and computer 


skills, library research, etc. 
 
i. Results and Discussion:  describe and present the results of your study. Were your hypotheses 


satisfied or not? If not, why not? Describe the results in a clear and understandable manner to an 
educated reader. 


 
j. Conclusion:  Discuss what the study has found and the implications of those findings.  What has the 


reader learned? What additional questions do your results provoke? Are their limitations to your 
findings? 


 
 Research paper topics must be approved by the instructor.  For this purpose, an approved one to two page 
final description and outline of the paper must be turned in no later than the beginning of class on Wed., 
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October 23. The outline should have at least five relevant, scholarly sources (books, academic articles, etc.) 
included in it. Students who fail to turn in an appropriate term paper description and outline on time will be 
penalized one-half a letter grade on the final term paper, regardless of the quality of that paper.   
 
 Brief conferences concerning proposed topics will be a part of the seminar's activities.  Students are 
encouraged to discuss term paper topics with the instructor at any time, and to seek formal approval for their 
description/outlines as soon as they are ready, preferably well in advance of their due date. 
 
 It will be helpful to think of the research paper as the first stage in the preparation of a thesis, even if you 
do not plan to prepare a thesis in American Politics.  The instructor will try to suggest good research ideas as 
we go through the readings of the course and to give you an understanding of the theories, data, and methods 
underlying the research works that we do read.  You are encouraged to suggest research ideas also, both in 
and out of class, as well as to discuss your ideas on such research possibilities with your classmates and the 
instructor.   
  
 For those students who have not completed Quantitative Methods of Political Analysis (POS 6746), they 
may submit a research design, as opposed to a finished piece of research.  The course will acquaint you with 
the methods to empirically study American Politics. Pollock’s volumes can assist you here.  The final version of 
the research paper is due Friday, Nov. 29 by noon. 
 
LITERATURE REVIEW GUIDELINES: 
 
 Each student will prepare a term paper which is a review essay on the literature in some area of American 
Politics.  Published political science, or social science, articles can be used as examples of the kind of essay 
the instructor has in mind, remembering, of course, that student papers may be significantly narrower in 
scope, given the limitations of a one semester course.   
 
 Literature Review Term Papers should generally be from 15 to 20 pages in length, not counting tables or 
appendices, if any, or bibliography/references.  They should be word processed on white paper, double-
spaced throughout (including notes and references), with one inch margins on all sides.  They must be printed 
in a reasonably-sized proportionally-spaced font. For references, bibliography, and footnote/endnote style, 
political science majors will be required to use the style sheet of the American Political Science Review, the 
department's official style sheet or the style conventions of your home discipline if it is not political science.  
The final version of the literature review is due Friday, Nov. 22 by noon.  
 


Policy on Cheating and Plagiarism 
 
As this is a graduate course, this is truly gratuitous but nonetheless: The Golden Rule: A Handbook for 
Students (University of Central Florida) defines academic dishonesty as including cheating and plagiarism.  
Cheating is defined as “unauthorized assistance; communication to another through written, visual or oral 
means.  The presentation of material which has not been studied/learned, but obtained through someone 
else’s efforts and used as part of an examination, course assignment or project constitutes a violation.  The 
unauthorized possession or use of examination or course related material may also constitute cheating” (p. 6). 
Plagiarism is defined as the deliberate use of another’s work “without any indication of source, thereby 
attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s own.  Any student failing to properly credit 
ideas or materials taken from another is plagiarizing.  Any student who knowingly helps another violate 
academic behavior standards is also in violation of the standards (p.6-7)”. 
 
Normally, the penalty for a violation of this policy is an “F” in the course.    
 


Statement of ADA Compliance 
 
I cooperate with the Office of Disability Accommodation to make reasonable accommodations for qualified 
students with disabilities.  Please present your written accommodation request on or before the sixth class day 
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(beginning of the second week of classes). 
 
[Portions of this policy were adapted from the University of North Texas Department of Political Science Policy 
on Cheating and Plagiarism] 
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____________________________________________________________ 
 


POS 6045 
Seminar in American National Politics 


 
Tentative Course Outline and 


Schedule of Assignments 
 
You are responsible for obtaining the readings listed on the syllabus, whether books or articles.  Many, if not 
most, of the articles listed are available online through JSTOR (http://www.jstor.org) or EBSCOHOST through 
the library.  If you are off-campus and seeking access to these resources, you will need to log-in via a proxy 
server.  The library staff can assist with that process.  Other articles may require the tried-and-true, old-
fashioned method (i.e., one must physically travel to and enter the library and locate the hardcopy of the article 
in the stacks).  


August 21, 2013 
 


Introduction to Course, Review of Course Requirements 
and the Academic Study of American Politics 


 
August 28, 2013 


 
TOPIC 1: FEDERALISM:  Why did the Framers structure the federal government the way that they did? 
What lessons were learned from ancient history? From recent American experience? What were the Framers 
trying to achieve with the Federal structure that they proposed? Why were the Federalist Papers written? And 
who was their audience? What are the pitfalls or disadvantages to the Federal system envisaged by the 
Framers? How does it affect current American Politics? Given the political development of the nation since its 
founding, are the Federalist Papers still relevant to an understanding of American Politics today? 
 
Read:  Madison, Hamilton and Jay, The Federalist Papers (Rossiter, ed.), all.  
         
 


September 4, 2013 
 
TOPIC 2:   POLITICAL PARTICIPATION:  Why do people participate in politics? Do rates of participation vary 
with the type of action taken? Do the same factors that explain one form of participation (such as voting) 
explain other forms of political participation (such as protesting or joining an interest group)? How can we 
account for differences in turnout? The institutional rules of the game? Socio-demographic differences? 
Political parties and their declining saliency? Political attitudes? Declining civic awareness among the 
electorate? What has it declined over the last 40 years? Should we not expect that participation to have 
increased? How does the US rate of participation compare to other industrialized nations? Are there 
institutional consequences for low turnout? Does it matter for the outcomes of elections or to the broader 
health of the Republic? 
 
Read:   
 


• Jackman, Robert W.  1987.  “Political Institutions and Voter Turnout in Industrial Democracies.”  
American Political Science Review 81:405-23.  


• Putnam, Robert. 1995.  “Tuning In, Tuning Out:  The Strange Disappearance of Social Capital in 
America.”  PS:  Political Science and Politics 38:  664-83. 


• Howard, Marc Morjé and Leah Gilbert.  2008.  “A Cross-National Comparison of the Internal Effects of 
Participation in Voluntary Organizations.”  Political Studies 56:12-32. 


 



http://www.jstor.org/
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• Tolbert, Caroline J., and Ramona S. McNeal.  2003.  “Unraveling the Effects of the Internet on Political 
Participation.”  Political Research Quarterly 56: 175-85. 


• McDonald, Michael P., and Samuel L. Popkin.  2001.  “The Myth of the Vanishing Voter.”  American 
Political Science Review 95: 963-74. 


• Kam, Cindy D., and Carl L. Palmer.  2008.  “Reconsidering the Effects of Education on Political 
Participation.”  The Journal of Politics 70:612-31. 


• Lau, Richard K., and Gerald M. Pomper.  2001.  “The Effects of Negative Campaigning on Turnout in 
U.S. Senate Elections, 1988-1998.”  The Journal of Politics 63: 804-819. 


 
September 11, 2013 


 
TOPIC 3:  THE CONGRESS AND LEGISLATIVE POLITICS 
 
What motivates members of Congress when they vote? Does it vary across time? Across Institutions? Issues? 
Do constituents’ views really impact the course of legislative politics? Or are our elected representatives 
implementing a more “trustee” viewpoint? 
 
Read: 
 


• Fenno, Richard.  1977.  “U.S. House Members in Their Constituencies.”  American Political Science 
Review 71:  883-917. 


• Kingdon, John W.  1977.  “Models of Legislative Voting.”  The Journal of Politics 39: 563-95. 


• Miller, Warren and Donald Stokes.  1963.  “Constituency Influence in Congress.”  American Political 
Science Review 57: 45-57. 


• Binder, Sarah A.  1999.  “The Dynamics of Legislative Gridlock, 19476-96.”  American Political Science 
Review 93: 519-33. 


• Stimson, James A., Michael B. MacKuen, and Robert S. Erikson.  1995.  “Dynamic Representation.”  
American Political Science Review 89: 543-65. 


 
For Reference: 
 


• Mayhew, David R. 1974. Congress: The Electoral Connection. New Haven:  Yale University Press. 


• Cooper, Joseph and David W. Brady. 1981. “Institutional Context and Leadership Style: The House 
from Cannon to Rayburn.” American Political Science Review 75 (June): 411-25. 


• Sinclair, Barbara. 2011. Unorthodox Lawmaking: New Legislative Processes in the U.S. Congress.  4th 
ed. Washington, DC:  Congressional Quarterly Press. 


• Aldrich, John H. and David W. Rohde. 2000. “The Consequences of Party Organization in the House.” 
In Polarized Politics: Congress and the President in a Partisan Era, eds. Jon R. Bond and Richard 
Fleisher. Washington, DC: Congressional Quarterly Press.   


• Krehbiel, Keith. 1998.   Pivotal Politics.  Chicago: University of Chicago Press.   


• Krehbiel, Keith. 1988.  “Spatial Models of Legislative Choice.”  Legislative Studies Quarterly 13: 259-
319. 
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September 18, 2013 
 
TOPIC 4:  THE PRESIDENCY I 
 
As the chief executive of the nation and its figurehead, the president is, perhaps, the most visible actor in the 
political world.  We attribute all sorts of power to the president—even some that he does not possess. He is 
known as the “most powerful person in the world,” a political distinction.  What is the basis of this assessment? 
Is it an empirically supported view? Does the president act as the preeminent player in American Politics? 
Does the president’s standing with the American public influence his power or success rate? Does it make 
sense to study the president or should we study the presidency as an institution? How we measure concepts 
such as “power” and “influence” when studying presidents and the presidency? What explains presidential 
success and failure? 
 
Read:   
 


• Groeling, Tim and Samuel Kernell.  1998.  “Is Network News Coverage of the President Biased?” The 
Journal of Politics 60: 1064-86. 


• Beckmann, Matthew N., and Joseph Godfrey.  2007.  “The Policy Opportunities in Presidential 
Honeymoons.”  Political Research Quarterly 60:  250-62. 


• Edwards, George C., and Tami Swenson.  1997.  “Who Rallies? The Anatomy of a Rally Event.”  The 
Journal of Politics 59: 200-12. 


• Barrett, Andrew W.  2004.  “Gone Public:  The Impact of Going Public on Presidential Legislative 
Success.”  American Politics Research 32: 338-70. 


• Johnson, Timothy and Jason Roberts.  2004.  “Presidential Capital and the Supreme Court 
Confirmation Process.”  The Journal of Politics 66: 663-83. 


 
For Reference:   
 


• Cronin, Thomas E., and Michael A. Genovese.  2010.  The Paradoxes of the American Presidency.  3d ed. 
New York:  Oxford University Press.  


• Kernell, Samuel.  2006.  Going Public:  New Strategies of Presidential Leadership.  4th ed.  
Washington, DC:  Congressional Quarterly.   


 
September 25, 2013 


 
TOPIC 5: THE PRESIDENCY II:  POLICY DOMAIN AND PRESIDENTIAL SUCCESS 
 
Read:   
 


• Wildavsky, Aaron.  1966.  “The Two Presidencies.”  Trans-Action 4:7-14. 


• LeLoup, Lance T. and Stephen A. Shull.  1979.  “Congress Versus the Executive:  The ‘Two 
Presidencies’ Reconsidered.”  Social Science Quarterly 59: 704-19. 


• Sigelman, Lee.  1979.  “A Reassessment of the Two Presidencies Thesis.”  The Journal of Politics 41: 
1195-1205. 


• Shull, Stephen A., and Lance T. LeLoup.  1981.  “Reassessing the Reassessment:  Comment on 
Sigelman’s Note on the ‘Two Presidencies’ Thesis.”  The Journal of Politics 43: 563-64. 


• Fleisher, Richard, Jon R. Bond, Glen S. Krutz, and Stephen Hanna.  2000.  “The Demise of the Two 
Presidencies.”  American Politics Research 28: 3-25. 
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• Meernik, James and Michael Ault.  2001.  “Public Opinion and Support for the U.S. Presidents’ Foreign 
Policies.”  American Politics Research 29: 352-73.  


 
October 2, 2013 


 
TOPIC 6:  RESEARCH PAPER PROPOSAL PRESENTATIONS and INSTITUTIONAL STRUCTURE 
 
During the first half of this week’s meeting, you will give a brief presentation in the seminar of your research 
paper topic.  The format should follow the guidelines listed for the research paper, listed above.  Please make 
enough copies of your proposal for each person in the seminar, including me, so that we can review your 
proposal and make constructive suggestions. Consider what you would say in explaining your topic to an 
uninformed person on American Politics.   
 
During the second half of the week’s meeting, we will consider the question of how the constitutional structure 
that the Framers established affects policy-making? Are periods of divided government more or less 
successful for policy-making? Or are unified periods characterized by more legislation and other types of 
governmental activity occurring? Does one branch dominate during periods of unified or divided government? 
 
Read: 
 


• Mayhew, David R.  2005.  Divided We Govern:  Party Control, Lawmaking, and Investigations, 1946-
2002. 2d edition. New Haven:  Yale University Press. ISBN 978-0-30010-288-8. 


 
  


October 9, 2013 
 
TOPIC 7:  THE MASS MEDIA  
 
Do the mass media influence political outcomes—intentionally or not? Does the mass media set the political 
agenda and, thus, tell us what issues are important and perhaps what to think about them? Do they tell us 
upon what criteria to evaluate political officials and political institutions? Of the various media, which is the 
most important and to whom? Has the rise of television changed the nature of politics? Or has politics 
changed the nature of television and other media?  
 
Read:  
 


• Brians, Craig Leonard and Martin P. Wattenberg.  1996.  “Campaign Issue Knowledge and Salience:  
Comparing Reception from TV Commercials, TV News and Newspapers.”  American Journal of 
Political Science 40: 172-93. 


• Bennett, Stephen.  1998.  “Political Talk Radio’s Relationship with Democratic Citizenship.”  American 
Review of Politics 19: 17-30. 


• Baumgartner, Jody and Jonathan S. Morris.  2006.  “The Daily Show Effect:  Candidate Evaluations, 
Efficacy, and American Youth.”  American Politics Research 34: 341-67. 


• Parkin, Michael.  2010.  “Taking Late Night Comedy Seriously:  How Candidate Appearances on Late 
Night Television Can Engage Viewers.”  Political Research Quarterly 63: 3-15. 


• Gilens, Martin, Lynn Vavreck, and Martin Cohen.  2007.  “The Mass Media and the Public’s 
Assessment of Presidential Candidates, 1952-2000.”  The Journal of Politics 69: 1160-75. 


• Dolan, Kathleen.  2005.  “Do Women Candidates Play to Gender Stereotypes? Do Men Candidates 
Play to Women? Candidate Sex and Issues Priorities on Campaign Websites.”  Political Research 
Quarterly 58: 31-44. 
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For Reference:   
 


• Graber, Doris.  2009.  Mass Media and American Politics. 8th ed.  Washington, DC:  Congressional 
Quarterly. 


 
October 16, 2013 


 
CRITICAL REVIEW ESSAY #1 IS DUE AT CLASS TIME 


 
TOPIC 8: UNITED STATES SUPREME COURT BEHAVIOR – JUDICIAL POLITICS PART I 
 
What influences judges to vote the way that they do? Are courts “political”? Does the law have any influence 
on courts? What issues have dominated the Court’s agenda across time? What can we discern from the 
courts’ actions that are relevant to the overall structure of American Politics? How have the courts responded 
to the demands of the larger political environment of which they are an element? 
 
Read:   
 


• McCloskey, Robert G.  2005.  The American Supreme Court.  Rev. ed. by Sanford Levinson.  Chicago:  
 University of Chicago Press.  ISBN  979-0-226-55682-4.   
 
For Reference: 
 


• Baird, Vanessa A.  2007.  Answering the Call of the Court:  How Justices and Litigants Set the 
Supreme Court Agenda.  Charlottesville, VA:  University of Virginia Press.   


• Cross, Frank.  2007.  Decision Making in the U.S. Courts of Appeals. Stanford:  Stanford University 
Press. 


• Schubert, Glendon.  1965.  The Judicial Mind:  Attitudes and Ideologies of Supreme Court Justices, 
1946-1963.  Evanston, Ill.:  Northwestern University Press 


• Lanier, Drew Noble.  2003.  Of Time and Judicial Behavior: Time Series Analyses of United States 
Supreme Court Agenda-Setting and Decision-Making, 1888-1997.   Selinsgrove, PA:  Susquehanna 
University Press.   


• O’Brien, David M.  2011.  Storm Center:  The Supreme Court in American Politics.  9th ed.  New York: 
 W.W. Norton. 


• Pacelle, Richard.  1995.  “The Dynamics and Determinants of Agenda Change in the Rehnquist Court.”  
In Contemplating Courts, ed. Lee Epstein.  Washington, DC:  Congressional Quarterly Press. 


• Clayton, Cornell W., and Howard Gillman, eds.  1999.  Supreme Court Decision-Making:  New 
Institutionalist  Approaches.  Chicago:  University of Chicago Press.   


 
October 23, 2013 


 
FINAL (APPROVED) TERM PAPER DESCRIPTION/OUTLINE DUE AT CLASS TIME 
 
GUEST SEMINAR MODERATOR:  PROF. JONATHAN KNUCKEY 
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TOPIC 9: CITIZENSHIP, CIVIC ENGAGEMENT AND THE MILLENIAL GENERATION 
 
There has been a growing chorus of political analysts who suggest, in doomsday rhetoric, that the American 
voting public is uncivil, disengaged and alienated.  And it is only growing worse with a younger generation of 
Americans who do not see the value in voting or other types of conventional political participation. Is this 
viewpoint empirically supported? How are Americans changing their views on what “good citizenship” means? 
How do new patterns of citizenship affect the political process and how do new institutions reflect the values of 
the contemporary American voting public, across generations? How are younger generations compared to 
those in other industrialized nations when it comes to participation and civic engagement? 
 
Read:  Dalton, Russell J.  2009.  The Good Citizen:  How a Younger Generation is Reshaping American 


Politics.  Rev. ed.   Washington, DC:  CQ Press.  ISBN 978-1-60426-556-9. 
 
 
For Reference:   
 


• Brokaw, Tom.  1998. The Greatest Generation.  New York:  Random House.   


• Inglehart, Ronald.  1990.  Culture Shift in Advanced Industrial Society.  Princeton:  Princeton University 
Press.  


• Putnam, Robert.  2000.  Bowling Alone:  The Collapse and Renewal of American Community. New 
York: Simon and Schuster. 


 
October 30, 2013 


 
CRITICAL REVIEW ESSAY #2 IS DUE AT CLASS TIME 


 
RESEARCH PAPER TOPICS SHOULD BE APPROVED BY THIS DATE 
 
TOPIC 10: SELECTING JUDGES—JUDICIAL POLITICS PART II 
 
Read:   
 


• Gibson, James L.  2012.  Electing Judges: The Surprising Effects of Campaigning on Judicial 
Legitimacy.   Chicago:  University of Chicago Press.  978-0-226-29108-6. 
 


 For Reference:   
 


• Murphy, Walter.  1964.  Elements of Judicial Strategy.  Chicago: University of Chicago Press.  


• Maltzman, Forrest and Paul Wahlbeck. 1996. "Strategic Policy Considerations and Voting Fluidity on 
the Burger Court." 90 American Political Science Review 581-592.  


• Epstein, Lee and Thomas G. Walker. 1995. "The Role of the Supreme Court in American Society: 
Playing the Reconstruction Game." In Contemplating Courts, ed. Lee Epstein. Washington: CQ Press. 


• Knight, Jack and Lee Epstein. 1996. "On the Struggle for Judicial Supremacy." 30 Law & Society 
Review 87-120.  


• Brenner, Saul. 1982.  “Strategic Choice and Opinion Assignment on the U.S. Supreme Court:  A 
Reexamination.”  Western Political Quarterly 35:204-11. 


• Brenner, Saul. 1979.  “The New Certiorari Game.”  The Journal of Politics 41: 649-655. 


• Schubert, Glendon A. 1962.  “Policy Without Law: An Extension of the Certiorari Game.”  Stanford Law 
Review 14: 284-327. 
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• Clayton and Gillman, Ch. 2, “Strategy and Judicial Choice:  New Institutionalist Approaches to 
Supreme Court Decision-Making,” pp. 43-64 (by Forrest Maltzman, James F. Spriggs, II, and Paul J. 
Wahlbeck).  


• Maltzman, Forrest, James F. Spriggs, II, and Paul J. Wahlbeck.  2000.  Crafting Law on the Supreme 
Court:  The Collegial Game.  New York:  Cambridge University Press.   


 


November 6. 2013 
 
TOPIC 11:  IDEOLOGY AND MASS BELIEF SYSTEMS 
 
How do humans come to their political beliefs? What motivates a person to adopt some political views and not 
others? How does that belief set affect their political behavior? Is there any “rationality” in political behavior 
among the mass electorate? 
 
Read:   
 


• Converse, Phillip.  1965.  “Nature of Belief Systems in a Mass Society.”  In Ideology and Discontent, 
ed. David Apter.  London:  Free Press. 


• Hinich, Melvin and Michael C. Munger.  1996.  Ideology and the Theory of Political Choice.  Ann Arbor:  
University of Michigan Press.   ISBN 978-0-47208-413-5. 


 
For Reference: 
 


• Downs, Anthony. 1957. An Economic Theory of Democracy.  New York:  Harper Collins. 


• Nolle-Neumann, Elisabeth.  1984.  The Spiral of Silence:  Public Opinion–Our Social Skin.  Chicago:   
University of Chicago Press. 


• Zaller, John R.  1992.  The Nature and Origins of Mass Opinion.  New York:  Cambridge University 
Press. 


 
November 13, 2013 


 
TOPIC 12:  POLITICAL PARTIES 
 
How do scholars conceive of political parties? Does the system in which they operate affect their structure? 
Their behavior? Are American political parties unique among political party systems in other parts of the 
world? Is there any “good” that can come of political parties in the contemporary context? 
 
Read:  
 


• Epstein, Leon.  1986.  Political Parties in the American Mold.  Madison:  University of Wisconsin Press.  
ISBN 0-299-10704-3. 


 
For Reference:   
 


• Eldersveld, Samuel J.  1964.  Political Parties:  A Behavioral Analysis.  Chicago: Rand-McNally. 


• Epstein, Leon D.  1967.  Political Parties in Western Democracies.  New York:  Praeger. 


• Riordan, William L.  1991.  Plunkitt of Tammany Hall:  A Series of Very Plain Talks on Very Practical 
Politics. New York:  Meridian. 
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November 20, 2013 
 
TOPIC 13:  POLITICAL REALIGNMENT AND PARTY COALITIONS 
 
Since the 1960s, scholars of party politics have anticipated major changes in the American Political system, 
known as a party realignment.  Has there been a realignment? If so, how has it been characterized? Are we 
now in—or are we entering—such a period of partisan realignment? If so, which party can claim a majority 
status, at least temporarily? 
 
Read:  
 


• Judis, John B., and Ruy Teixeira.  2004.  The Emerging Democratic Majority. New York:  Scribner.   
ISBN 978-0743254786. 


 


Friday, November 22, 2013 
 


FINAL DRAFT OF LITERATURE REVIEWS DUE IN 
LANIER’S OFFICE (PH 302O) BY NOON 


 


November 27, 2013 
 
TOPIC 14:  RED STATE VS. BLUE STATE—EXPLAINING VOTING PATTERNS IN RECENT ELECTIONS 
 
Elections now are routinely characterized as competitions among political candidates for “Red” and “Blue” 
states.  Is that division empirically supported? Has religion and “values” replaced social class the major 
determinant of how people vote? Are there other cleavages that delineate the American electorate? 
 
Read:  
 


• Gelman, Andrew, David Park, Boris Shor, Joseph Bafumi, and Jeronimo Cortina.  2009.  Red State, 
Blue State, Rich State, Poor State:   Why Americans Vote the Way They Do.  Expanded ed. 
Princeton:  Princeton University Press.  ISBN 978-0-69114-393-4. 


 
 


Friday, November 29, 2013 
 


FINAL DRAFT OF RESEARCH PAPERS DUE IN  
LANIER’S OFFICE (PH 302O) BY NOON 


 
 


December 4, 2013 
 


RESEARCH PAPER PRESENTATIONS IN CLASS  
 
 


 
____________________________________________________________ 


 
 
*Many thanks to Professor Jonathan Knuckey, Dept. of Political Science, Univ. of Central Florida, for the 
generous sharing of his American Politics graduate seminar syllabus.  





		August 21, 2013

		Introduction to Course, Review of Course Requirements

		and the Academic Study of American Politics

		TOPIC 1: FEDERALISM:  Why did the Framers structure the federal government the way that they did? What lessons were learned from ancient history? From recent American experience? What were the Framers trying to achieve with the Federal structure that ...

		September 4, 2013



		TOPIC 2:   POLITICAL PARTICIPATION:  Why do people participate in politics? Do rates of participation vary with the type of action taken? Do the same factors that explain one form of participation (such as voting) explain other forms of political part...

		September 11, 2013



		TOPIC 5: THE PRESIDENCY II:  POLICY DOMAIN AND PRESIDENTIAL SUCCESS

		TOPIC 8: UNITED STATES SUPREME COURT BEHAVIOR – JUDICIAL POLITICS PART I

		FINAL (APPROVED) TERM PAPER DESCRIPTION/OUTLINE DUE AT CLASS TIME

		TOPIC 9: CITIZENSHIP, CIVIC ENGAGEMENT AND THE MILLENIAL GENERATION

		TOPIC 10: SELECTING JUDGES—JUDICIAL POLITICS PART II

		November 6. 2013

		TOPIC 11:  IDEOLOGY AND MASS BELIEF SYSTEMS

		TOPIC 12:  POLITICAL PARTIES

		FINAL DRAFT OF LITERATURE REVIEWS DUE IN

		LANIER’S OFFICE (PH 302O) BY NOON

		FINAL DRAFT OF RESEARCH PAPERS DUE IN

		LANIER’S OFFICE (PH 302O) BY NOON

		December 4, 2013










 1 


SYLLABUS 
Mass Media & Politics 


University of Central Florida 
FALL  2013 


Professor Mark Logas                                                                       Class Meets: Tuesday/Thursday 3pm-4:15pm 
Phone: 407-299-5000 Ext. 2028                                         Room: CL1-120 
E-Mail: mlogas@mail.ucf.edu                               Course: POS 3235 
Office Location: Outside Hall-CL1-120 
 


POS 3235 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Influence of media on campaigns, public officials, public opinion, the definition of political news, and selected public 
policies. Course Credit Hours: 3  ~  Pre-requisites: POS 2041or CI 


 


MAJOR TOPICS/CONCEPTS/SKILLS/ISSUES 
• Evolution of the Media in Politics  
• Print, Broadcast, Cable, Satellite, and Internet/Social Media   
• News: Journalism, Entertainment, Conflict  
• Agenda Setting  
• Media Coverage of Campaigns and Elections  
• The Media and Foreign Policy Initiatives  
• Media Coverage of War  
• Government in the Sunshine  
• Constitutional Protection of a Free Press, Federal Communications Commission  
• Government's Use of the Media  
• Censorship  
• Prior Restraint and Free Speech Protection  
 
 


REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS - Both books are bundled at a 20% discount in the UCF bookstore  
Doris Graber. 2009. Mass Media & American Politics. 8th Edition. CQ Press 
Darrell M. West. 2013. Air Wars 1952-2012. 6th Edition. CQ Press 


 
 


STUDENT PREPARATION & EVALUATION 
Students who enroll in this course are expected to demonstrate maturity, responsibility, professionalism, respect for 
differing viewpoints, and a general understanding of the relationship between government and the media.  
------- 


Class meetings will follow a combination lecture/discussion format. Students are expected to come to class prepared 
to discuss assigned reading from the text reading and to meet other course requirements outlined in your syllabus. 
Lectures, discussions, and guest speaker presentations will not always parallel text material. Exam material will 
include subjects covered in class as well as text reading assignments which may not be covered in class.  
------- 


Class attendance and participation will impact your final grade. The evaluation method: Meaningful Participation 
in each class=Excellent/Above Average; Occasional Participation=Average; Little or No Participation=Below 
Average/Failing. Participation grades will be assigned based on the student’s contributions throughout the semester.  
------- 


Students with disabilities who qualify for academic accommodations must provide notification from the Office for 
Students with Disabilities (OSD) and discuss specific needs with the instructor, during the first two weeks of class.  
------- 


Audio/Video recording of any portion of the class and/or posting of comments made by students and the instructor 
is strictly prohibited and will be considered a violation of privacy rights. This includes social media websites, 
including but not limited to: YouTube, Facebook, Twitter, MySpace, Blogs, and news media. 
 


UCF KNIGHTS E-MAIL COMMUNICATION, CLASS ANNOUNCEMENTS 
UCF uses e-mail as the official means of notifying students of important university business. Every student must 
register for, and maintain a Knights E-mail account at http://www.knightsemail.ucf.edu and check it regularly. 
Throughout the semester, I will send important information to your assigned Knights E-mail account.  
 


I will not discuss or share any class or grade information through the Internet unless you send a specific 
written request to me through your UCF account. I will only discuss course content and performance through 
your assigned UCF student account. Non-UCF based e-mails are automatically deleted without being read. 
 


UCF does not accept responsibility if official communication fails to reach a student who has not registered for, or 
maintained and checked on a regular basis, their Knights E-Mail account. 
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ATTENDANCE POLICY-UNEXCUSED ABSENCES 
Attendance is expected and will contribute to course grades. Attendance will be taken at the beginning of class. 
Five (5) points will be deducted from the attendance grade for each scheduled class that is missed throughout the 
semester. Students who arrive late to class or leave before class is dismissed will be counted as absent. 
Students who arrive late or are absent on the day a guest speaker is in class will lose ten (10) points.  


 


ATTENDANCE-QUIZZES & WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS 
 Students may be given unannounced quizzes and written assignments that will not be given on a make-up basis. If 


you are not in class on the day a quiz or written assignment is given, you will receive a zero (0) for that quiz.  
------- 


       Late papers are not accepted. Quiz/Papers not turned in by the deadline will earn a zero (0) grade.  
------- 


       If you believe that you might be sick the day your paper is due, experience printer problems, or encounter traffic  
       problems, it is your responsibility to turn your paper in early, prior to the deadline.  


------- 


       Electronic submissions are not accepted and will be deleted. Papers may not be turned in by other students. 
 


ATTENDANCE-CELLULAR PHONES, PAGERS, AND IPOD POLICY 
All iPods, iPads, iPhones, cellular phones, pagers, and electronic recording devices must be turned off or placed 
on a silent mode and out of sight during class. If you leave during class to answer a silent page or call please do 
not return as these interruptions are rude and disruptive to the learning process. Students who fail to comply 
with this rule will be asked to leave the classroom, receiving a grade of “0” toward their participation grade. If there is 
an emergency situation warranting the silent mode use of a cell phone during class, notify me in writing prior to class.  


 


STUDENT CONDUCT & ACADEMIC BEHAVIOR STANDARDS 
 Students are subject to federal and state laws and local ordinances as well as regulations prescribed by the University 


of Central Florida and the Florida Board of Governors. The breach or violation of any of these laws or regulations 
may result in disciplinary action. Detailed conduct regulations and procedures are presented in The Golden Rule. 


 


The University of Central Florida is committed to a policy of honesty in academic affairs. Conduct that comprises a 
breach of this policy may result in academic action and/or disciplinary action. Academic action affects student 
assignments, examinations or grades. Disciplinary action affects student enrollment status. Examples of conduct for 
which students may be subject to academic and/or disciplinary penalties including expulsion are: 


~Cheating, whereby non-permissible written, visual, electronic or oral assistance including that obtained from   
    another student is utilized on examinations, course assignments, or projects. The unauthorized possession or  
    use of examination or course related material shall also constitute cheating. 
 


~Plagiarism, whereby another’s work is used or appropriated without any indication of the source, thereby    
attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s own. Any student failing to properly credit 
ideas or materials taken from another has plagiarized. 


 


~Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling notes, handouts, etc. without authorization or using them for any  
commercial purpose without the express written permission of the University and the Instructor is a violation of 
this rule. 


 


Note: A student who has assisted another in any of the aforementioned breach of standards shall be considered  
    equally culpable. In cases of cheating or plagiarism, the instructor may take appropriate academic action  
    ranging from loss of credit for a specific assignment, examination, or project to removal from the course with a  
    grade of “F.” 


    


Note: The primary responsibility for managing the classroom environment rests with the professor.  
 


           Students who display disruptive behavior that detracts from the learning experience of other students  
           will be asked to leave the classroom.   


 


GUEST SPEAKER SERIES 
     Students will have an opportunity to enhance their knowledge of the relationship between the mass media and  
      government by listening to professionals who will share their experiences and by asking questions of our guest  
      speakers. Students are expected to show respect to guest speakers. Class etiquette when Guest Speakers are    
      present will play a major role in your Attendance/Participation grade.  
 


VIDEO SERIES 
     Students will view actual news events highlighting historical moments in politics between 1960 and 2009 and how the  
      media covered those events, including: Presidential campaigns and elections, the Civil Rights Movement, 9/11,  
      Foreign Policy, Scandal, Political assassinations, the Iraq War, and NASA.   
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EXAMS 
      Another portion of the course grade will be determined by the student’s performance on three exams (2 regular exams 


and 1 Final Exam). Each exam will consist of term/concept identification and essay topics. The exam schedule can be 
found on the tentative assignment sheet. Students will take exams in the classroom. Graded Exams will be returned 
during class. The Final Exam will cover Unit 3 material and will also be a comprehensive evaluation of each student’s 
knowledge and understanding of the course. Any student not taking the final exam will earn a final grade of “F”.  


 


There will be no early exams allowed unless arrangements are made with the instructor at least one week prior to the 
scheduled exam. It is the student’s responsibility to contact the instructor if a medical emergency situation or family 
death arises prior to an exam. Failure to notify the instructor prior to the missed exam will result in a zero (0) grade 
on the exam. There will be no make-up exams given if proper documentation of the above situation is not 
provided. Make-up exams will be given at the instructor’s convenience. There will be no make-up Final Exams. 
 


In addition to the cellular phone/pager attendance policy, STUDENTS WHO BRING THEIR 
CELLULAR PHONES and/or ELECTRONIC DEVICES TO CLASS ON EXAM DAY AND OPENLY 
DISPLAY THEM DURING THE EXAM WILL BE ASKED TO LEAVE THE ROOM. IN ADDITION, A 
GRADE OF “0” WILL BE ASSIGNED FOR THAT SCHEDULED EXAM. Students who bring their cellular 
phones and/or electronic devices to class on exam dates must turn them off and keep them out of sight during the 
exam.  


 


COURSE GRADES 
  Final Course grades will be determined by: 


 -Attendance/Participation/Guest Speaker series (25%) 
 -Quizzes/Written Assignments (25%) 
 -Two (2) Exams (25%) 
 -Final Exam (25%)  


The average will be evaluated on the following scale: 92 - 100 = A 
    90 -   91 = A-  
  88 -   89 = B+ 
    82 -   87 = B 
  80 -   81 = B-     
  78 -   79 = C+ 
    72 -   77 = C 
  70 -   71 = C-   
  68 -   69 = D+ 
    62 -   67 = D 
  60 -   61 = D-   
    0 -   59 = F 
WITHDRAWAL POLICY 
      Students may withdraw from a class and receive the notation of “W” until the date noted in the “Academic Calendar” 
      online at http://www.registrar.ucf.edu/calendar/academic. A student may withdraw from courses using myUCF at  
      https://my.ucf.edu, or by visiting the Registrar’s Office (MH 161), certain college advising offices, or a Regional  
      Campus records office. Students seeking to withdraw in person must sign the request and must provide photo  
      identification. The official date of withdrawal is the date the University receives the withdrawal request. Withdrawing  
      from classes may have financial aid, NCAA eligibility or international visa consequences. Students should seek  
      appropriate advisement prior to withdrawing from a class. The Withdrawal Deadline is: Monday, October 28, 2013. 
  


      A student is not automatically withdrawn from a class for not attending, nor can an instructor withdraw a student from  
      a class. No withdrawal is permitted after the deadline except in extraordinary circumstances. Unsatisfactory academic     
      performance is not an acceptable reason for withdrawal after the deadline.  
 


OFFICE HOURS  
  Tuesday/Thursday:  2:30 p.m. –  3:00 p.m.  Student area outside CL1 120 
  Tuesday/Thursday:  5:45 p.m. –  6:15 p.m.  Student area outside CL1 120 


~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 


Changes in the syllabus and/or schedule may be made at anytime during the term by 
announcement of the professor. It is your responsibility to stay informed of any changes. 
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TENTATIVE CLASS SCHEDULE 


 
 


CLASS    CHAPTER   TOPICS TO BE COVERED 
8/20  Class introduction-Overview of Semester 
& 8/22 1-Media Power and Government Political importance and functions of Mass Media 
     Control (Graber) 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
8/27 2-Ownership, Regulation, and Public and Private Ownership, the FCC, Citizen Lobby Control 
& 8/29           Guidance of Media (Graber) 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
9/3           3-Press Freedom and the Law Individual & Right to Know Rights, Access to Media and Information 
& 9/5           (Graber) 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
9/10           4-News Making and News U.S. Journalists, Gatekeeping, and News Making 
& 9/12     Reporting Routines (Graber)  
  
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
9/17              Video Presentation                A Day In The Life of 9/11-CBS News: 60 Minutes II   
& 9/19 Unit 1 Exam - Chapters 1, 2, 3, and 4 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
9/24 5-Reporting Extraordinary Events Four Crises, Media Responses and Roles  
& 9/26    Video Presentation Democracy Under Pressure: Mass Media & Politics 1960-2009       
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
10/1             Class Presentation Media Coverage of the War in Iraq, War on Terror, and Libya  
& 10/3   Class Presentation Media Coverage of ObamaCare, Race Relations, and Katrina 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
10/8           6-The Media and Policy Makers  Ethics, Manipulative Journalism, Agenda Building  
10/10          
__________________________________________________________________________________________________  
10/15         7-Media Influence on Attitudes Political Socialization, Knowledge, Attitudes, & Behaviors 
10/17             And Behaviors (Graber) All in the Family & Network Programs That Shaped America 
____________________________________________________________________________________________  
10/22         8-Elections in the Internet Age (Graber) Research, Television-Dominated Politics, and Campaign Coverage 
& 10/24  Unit 2 Exam - Chapters 5, 6, 7, and 8 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
10/29     Election Campaign Unit Air Wars 1952-2008 (Darrell West textbook)  
& 10/31 9- Struggle for Control: News Adversarial relationships between the Media, President, & Congress  
      From the Presidency/Congress (Graber)  
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
11/5 10- Covering the Justice System and Media and the Courts, Contents of Subnational News & Local Affairs 
& 11/7         State & Local News (Graber) 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
11/12 Video Presentation Investigative News Reporting of State & Local Government 
& 11/14 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________                 
11/19 11-Foreign Affairs Coverage Making Foreign News and War in the Television Age 
&11/21       (Graber)   
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
11/26 12-Trends in Media Policy (Graber) Dissatisfaction with the Media, New Technology, Shaping the Future 
& 11/28  Thanksgiving Holiday - No Class November 28  
__________________________________________________________________________________________________  
12/5  Final Exam-Unit 3 Chapters 9, 10, 11, & 12 Guest SpeakersElections 
                    THURSDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2013 ~ 1:00 pm-3:00 pm ~ CL1-120 
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SYLLABUS 
Mass Media & Politics 


University of Central Florida 
FALL  2013 


Professor Mark Logas                                                                  Class Meets: Tuesday/Thursday 4:30pm-5:45pm 
Phone: 407-299-5000 Ext. 2028                                         Room: CL1-120 
E-Mail: mlogas@mail.ucf.edu                               Course: POS 3235 
Office Location: Outside Hall-CL1-120 
 


POS 3235 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Influence of media on campaigns, public officials, public opinion, the definition of political news, and selected public 
policies. Course Credit Hours: 3  ~  Pre-requisites: POS 2041or CI 


 


MAJOR TOPICS/CONCEPTS/SKILLS/ISSUES 
• Evolution of the Media in Politics  
• Print, Broadcast, Cable, Satellite, and Internet/Social Media   
• News: Journalism, Entertainment, Conflict  
• Agenda Setting  
• Media Coverage of Campaigns and Elections  
• The Media and Foreign Policy Initiatives  
• Media Coverage of War  
• Government in the Sunshine  
• Constitutional Protection of a Free Press, Federal Communications Commission  
• Government's Use of the Media  
• Censorship  
• Prior Restraint and Free Speech Protection  
 
 


REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS - Both books are bundled at a 20% discount in the UCF bookstore  
Doris Graber. 2009. Mass Media & American Politics. 8th Edition. CQ Press 
Darrell M. West. 2013. Air Wars 1952-2012. 6th Edition. CQ Press 


 
 


STUDENT PREPARATION & EVALUATION 
Students who enroll in this course are expected to demonstrate maturity, responsibility, professionalism, respect for 
differing viewpoints, and a general understanding of the relationship between government and the media.  
------- 


Class meetings will follow a combination lecture/discussion format. Students are expected to come to class prepared 
to discuss assigned reading from the text reading and to meet other course requirements outlined in your syllabus. 
Lectures, discussions, and guest speaker presentations will not always parallel text material. Exam material will 
include subjects covered in class as well as text reading assignments which may not be covered in class.  
------- 


Class attendance and participation will impact your final grade. The evaluation method: Meaningful Participation 
in each class=Excellent/Above Average; Occasional Participation=Average; Little or No Participation=Below 
Average/Failing. Participation grades will be assigned based on the student’s contributions throughout the semester.  
------- 


Students with disabilities who qualify for academic accommodations must provide notification from the Office for 
Students with Disabilities (OSD) and discuss specific needs with the instructor, during the first two weeks of class.  
------- 


Audio/Video recording of any portion of the class and/or posting of comments made by students and the instructor 
is strictly prohibited and will be considered a violation of privacy rights. This includes social media websites, 
including but not limited to: YouTube, Facebook, Twitter, MySpace, Blogs, and news media. 
 


UCF KNIGHTS E-MAIL COMMUNICATION, CLASS ANNOUNCEMENTS 
UCF uses e-mail as the official means of notifying students of important university business. Every student must 
register for, and maintain a Knights E-mail account at http://www.knightsemail.ucf.edu and check it regularly. 
Throughout the semester, I will send important information to your assigned Knights E-mail account.  
 


I will not discuss or share any class or grade information through the Internet unless you send a specific 
written request to me through your UCF account. I will only discuss course content and performance through 
your assigned UCF student account. Non-UCF based e-mails are automatically deleted without being read. 
 


UCF does not accept responsibility if official communication fails to reach a student who has not registered for, or 
maintained and checked on a regular basis, their Knights E-Mail account. 
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ATTENDANCE POLICY-UNEXCUSED ABSENCES 
Attendance is expected and will contribute to course grades. Attendance will be taken at the beginning of class. 
Five (5) points will be deducted from the attendance grade for each scheduled class that is missed throughout the 
semester. Students who arrive late to class or leave before class is dismissed will be counted as absent. 
Students who arrive late or are absent on the day a guest speaker is in class will lose ten (10) points.  


 


ATTENDANCE-QUIZZES & WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS 
 Students may be given unannounced quizzes and written assignments that will not be given on a make-up basis. If 


you are not in class on the day a quiz or written assignment is given, you will receive a zero (0) for that quiz.  
------- 


       Late papers are not accepted. Quiz/Papers not turned in by the deadline will earn a zero (0) grade.  
------- 


       If you believe that you might be sick the day your paper is due, experience printer problems, or encounter traffic  
       problems, it is your responsibility to turn your paper in early, prior to the deadline.  


------- 


       Electronic submissions are not accepted and will be deleted. Papers may not be turned in by other students. 
 


ATTENDANCE-CELLULAR PHONES, PAGERS, AND IPOD POLICY 
All iPods, iPads, iPhones, cellular phones, pagers, and electronic recording devices must be turned off or placed 
on a silent mode and out of sight during class. If you leave during class to answer a silent page or call please do 
not return as these interruptions are rude and disruptive to the learning process. Students who fail to comply 
with this rule will be asked to leave the classroom, receiving a grade of “0” toward their participation grade. If there is 
an emergency situation warranting the silent mode use of a cell phone during class, notify me in writing prior to class.  


 


STUDENT CONDUCT & ACADEMIC BEHAVIOR STANDARDS 
 Students are subject to federal and state laws and local ordinances as well as regulations prescribed by the University 


of Central Florida and the Florida Board of Governors. The breach or violation of any of these laws or regulations 
may result in disciplinary action. Detailed conduct regulations and procedures are presented in The Golden Rule. 


 


The University of Central Florida is committed to a policy of honesty in academic affairs. Conduct that comprises a 
breach of this policy may result in academic action and/or disciplinary action. Academic action affects student 
assignments, examinations or grades. Disciplinary action affects student enrollment status. Examples of conduct for 
which students may be subject to academic and/or disciplinary penalties including expulsion are: 


~Cheating, whereby non-permissible written, visual, electronic or oral assistance including that obtained from   
    another student is utilized on examinations, course assignments, or projects. The unauthorized possession or  
    use of examination or course related material shall also constitute cheating. 
 


~Plagiarism, whereby another’s work is used or appropriated without any indication of the source, thereby    
attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s own. Any student failing to properly credit 
ideas or materials taken from another has plagiarized. 


 


~Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling notes, handouts, etc. without authorization or using them for any  
commercial purpose without the express written permission of the University and the Instructor is a violation of 
this rule. 


 


Note: A student who has assisted another in any of the aforementioned breach of standards shall be considered  
    equally culpable. In cases of cheating or plagiarism, the instructor may take appropriate academic action  
    ranging from loss of credit for a specific assignment, examination, or project to removal from the course with a  
    grade of “F.” 


    


Note: The primary responsibility for managing the classroom environment rests with the professor.  
 


           Students who display disruptive behavior that detracts from the learning experience of other students  
           will be asked to leave the classroom.   


 


GUEST SPEAKER SERIES 
     Students will have an opportunity to enhance their knowledge of the relationship between the mass media and  
      government by listening to professionals who will share their experiences and by asking questions of our guest  
      speakers. Students are expected to show respect to guest speakers. Class etiquette when Guest Speakers are    
      present will play a major role in your Attendance/Participation grade.  
 


VIDEO SERIES 
     Students will view actual news events highlighting historical moments in politics between 1960 and 2009 and how the  
      media covered those events, including: Presidential campaigns and elections, the Civil Rights Movement, 9/11,  
      Foreign Policy, Scandal, Political assassinations, the Iraq War, and NASA.   
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EXAMS 
      Another portion of the course grade will be determined by the student’s performance on three exams (2 regular exams 


and 1 Final Exam). Each exam will consist of term/concept identification and essay topics. The exam schedule can be 
found on the tentative assignment sheet. Students will take exams in the classroom. Graded Exams will be returned 
during class. The Final Exam will cover Unit 3 material and will also be a comprehensive evaluation of each student’s 
knowledge and understanding of the course. Any student not taking the final exam will earn a final grade of “F”.  


 


There will be no early exams allowed unless arrangements are made with the instructor at least one week prior to the 
scheduled exam. It is the student’s responsibility to contact the instructor if a medical emergency situation or family 
death arises prior to an exam. Failure to notify the instructor prior to the missed exam will result in a zero (0) grade 
on the exam. There will be no make-up exams given if proper documentation of the above situation is not 
provided. Make-up exams will be given at the instructor’s convenience. There will be no make-up Final Exams. 
 


In addition to the cellular phone/pager attendance policy, STUDENTS WHO BRING THEIR 
CELLULAR PHONES and/or ELECTRONIC DEVICES TO CLASS ON EXAM DAY AND OPENLY 
DISPLAY THEM DURING THE EXAM WILL BE ASKED TO LEAVE THE ROOM. IN ADDITION, A 
GRADE OF “0” WILL BE ASSIGNED FOR THAT SCHEDULED EXAM. Students who bring their cellular 
phones and/or electronic devices to class on exam dates must turn them off and keep them out of sight during the 
exam.  


 


COURSE GRADES 
  Final Course grades will be determined by: 


 -Attendance/Participation/Guest Speaker series (25%) 
 -Quizzes/Written Assignments (25%) 
 -Two (2) Exams (25%) 
 -Final Exam (25%)  


The average will be evaluated on the following scale: 92 - 100 = A 
    90 -   91 = A-  
  88 -   89 = B+ 
    82 -   87 = B 
  80 -   81 = B-     
  78 -   79 = C+ 
    72 -   77 = C 
  70 -   71 = C-   
  68 -   69 = D+ 
    62 -   67 = D 
  60 -   61 = D-   
    0 -   59 = F 
WITHDRAWAL POLICY 
      Students may withdraw from a class and receive the notation of “W” until the date noted in the “Academic Calendar” 
      online at http://www.registrar.ucf.edu/calendar/academic. A student may withdraw from courses using myUCF at  
      https://my.ucf.edu, or by visiting the Registrar’s Office (MH 161), certain college advising offices, or a Regional  
      Campus records office. Students seeking to withdraw in person must sign the request and must provide photo  
      identification. The official date of withdrawal is the date the University receives the withdrawal request. Withdrawing  
      from classes may have financial aid, NCAA eligibility or international visa consequences. Students should seek  
      appropriate advisement prior to withdrawing from a class. The Withdrawal Deadline is: Monday, October 28, 2013. 
  


      A student is not automatically withdrawn from a class for not attending, nor can an instructor withdraw a student from  
      a class. No withdrawal is permitted after the deadline except in extraordinary circumstances. Unsatisfactory academic     
      performance is not an acceptable reason for withdrawal after the deadline.  
 


OFFICE HOURS  
  Tuesday/Thursday:  2:30 p.m. –  3:00 p.m.  Student area outside CL1 120 
  Tuesday/Thursday:  5:45 p.m. –  6:15 p.m.  Student area outside CL1 120 


~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 


Changes in the syllabus and/or schedule may be made at anytime during the term by 
announcement of the professor. It is your responsibility to stay informed of any changes. 
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TENTATIVE CLASS SCHEDULE 


 
 


CLASS    CHAPTER   TOPICS TO BE COVERED 
8/20  Class introduction-Overview of Semester 
& 8/22 1-Media Power and Government Political importance and functions of Mass Media 
     Control (Graber) 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
8/27 2-Ownership, Regulation, and Public and Private Ownership, the FCC, Citizen Lobby Control 
& 8/29           Guidance of Media (Graber) 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
9/3           3-Press Freedom and the Law Individual & Right to Know Rights, Access to Media and Information 
& 9/5           (Graber) 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
9/10           4-News Making and News U.S. Journalists, Gatekeeping, and News Making 
& 9/12     Reporting Routines (Graber)  
  
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
9/17              Video Presentation                A Day In The Life of 9/11-CBS News: 60 Minutes II   
& 9/19 Unit 1 Exam - Chapters 1, 2, 3, and 4 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
9/24 5-Reporting Extraordinary Events Four Crises, Media Responses and Roles  
& 9/26    Video Presentation Democracy Under Pressure: Mass Media & Politics 1960-2009       
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
10/1             Class Presentation Media Coverage of the War in Iraq, War on Terror, and Libya  
& 10/3   Class Presentation Media Coverage of ObamaCare, Race Relations, and Katrina 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
10/8           6-The Media and Policy Makers  Ethics, Manipulative Journalism, Agenda Building  
10/10          
__________________________________________________________________________________________________  
10/15         7-Media Influence on Attitudes Political Socialization, Knowledge, Attitudes, & Behaviors 
10/17             And Behaviors (Graber) All in the Family & Network Programs That Shaped America 
____________________________________________________________________________________________  
10/22         8-Elections in the Internet Age (Graber) Research, Television-Dominated Politics, and Campaign Coverage 
& 10/24  Unit 2 Exam - Chapters 5, 6, 7, and 8 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
10/29     Election Campaign Unit Air Wars 1952-2008 (Darrell West textbook)  
& 10/31 9- Struggle for Control: News Adversarial relationships between the Media, President, & Congress  
      From the Presidency/Congress (Graber)  
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
11/5 10- Covering the Justice System and Media and the Courts, Contents of Subnational News & Local Affairs 
& 11/7         State & Local News (Graber) 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
11/12 Video Presentation Investigative News Reporting of State & Local Government 
& 11/14 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________                 
11/19 11-Foreign Affairs Coverage Making Foreign News and War in the Television Age 
&11/21       (Graber)   
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
11/26 12-Trends in Media Policy (Graber) Dissatisfaction with the Media, New Technology, Shaping the Future 
& 11/28  Thanksgiving Holiday - No Class November 28  
__________________________________________________________________________________________________  
12/5  Final Exam-Unit 3 Chapters 9, 10, 11, & 12 Guest SpeakersElections 
                    THURSDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2013 ~ 4:00 pm-6:00 pm ~ CL1-120 








 


 


CPO4303 - Comparative Latin American 
Politics 


Dr. Waltraud Q. Morales 


Syllabus Fall 2013 


Instructor Contact 
Instructor Dr. Waltraud Q. Morales 


Office Phillips 302F 
Office Hours MT: 3:00-6:00 pm 


Phone 407-823-2040 (or main office: 407-823-2608) 
E-mail morales@mail.ucf.edu 


Course Information 
Course Name CPO4303 - Comparative Latin American Politics 
Credit Hours 3 Credit Hours 


Semester/Year Fall 2013 
Location T: 6:00-8:50, PSY-105 


Course Description 
The course focuses on the comparative analysis of politics, society and culture in Latin America and 
selected countries of the region. 


Course Objectives 


• Provide overview of historical and recent political, social and economic problems of the region 
• Understand political and economic development challenges 
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• Focus on selected countries 
• Compare shared dilemmas and problems 
• Analyze Latin American political and indigenous culture through literature 
• Explore special themes of social change, democratization and human rights 


Required Texts 


• Harry E. Vanden, and Gary Prevost, Politics of Latin America: The Power Game, 4th ed. New 
York: Oxford University Press, 2011. (ISBN-13: 978-0-19-979714-1) (Need most recent edition.) 


• Miguel Angel Asturias, The President. Waveland Press: Long Grove, Illinois, 1963. (Any edition ok.) 
• Benjamin Kohl and Linda C. Farthing, From the Mines to the Streets: A Bolivian Activist's Life, 


Austin: University of Texas Press, 2011. (ISBN-13: 978-0-292-74392-2) 
• Enrique Krauze, Redeemers, New York: Harper Collins, 2012. (ISBN-13: 978-0-06093-844-4). 


Course Requirements 
Class lecture and readings are essential to the course, and regular attendance and active participation 
are critical to do well. Students are responsible for all readings, even if these are only partially covered in 
class lectures. The course grade is based on five elements.  


1. Midterm Exam consisting of essays and objective identifications and short answers. 
2. Final Exam non-comprehensive, consisting of essays and objective identifications and short answers 


over material since the midterm. 
3. Analysis Paper I: The President. 8-10 page, double-spaced paper. Further instructions will be 


available online. See Schedule for due date. 
4. Analysis Paper II: Redeemers. 8-10 page, double-spaced paper. Further instructions will be available 


online. See Schedule for due date. 
5. Class Attendance and Participation. Students will be chosen to report on and summarize readings 


and lead class discussion. Students will also be assigned to monitor a country during the semester 
and provide updates in class. Online discussion postings may also be assigned to encourage 
participation. 


Missed Assignments/Make-Ups/Extra Credit 
Be sure to consult the Schedule carefully for exam dates. Do NOT miss exams. If you miss the midterm, 
there is no make-up, and you lose those points. If you have a documented medical reason, you will be 
able to take a comprehensive final exam. Meet all deadlines for assignments as noted on the Schedule. 
Late paper submissions are penalized five points for each day of the week late, including weekends. 
Also, there is no extra credit, so focus your attention on doing well on the required assignments to earn 
points. Finally, you need to attend class regularly (no more than 5 absences). Poor attendance will 
reduce your overall grade. 







The instructor reserves the right to alter and update the syllabus and schedule at any time when 
necessary for proper functioning of the course, and it is the student's responsibility to be aware of these 
changes. 


Evaluation and Grading 
Generally, grading is based on the scale as noted below. Class assignments are equally weighted, and 
the specific points are as noted below as well. 


Letter Grade Points 
A 93 – 100 points 
A- 90 – 92 points 
B+ 87 – 89 points 
B 83 – 86 points 
B- 80 – 82 points 
C+ 77 – 79 points 
C 73 – 76 points 
C- 70 – 72 points 
D+ 67 – 69 points 
D 63 – 66 points 
D- 60 – 62 points 
F 59 and below 


Assignment Percentage of Grade 
Midterm Exam 20% 
Final Exam 20% 
Analysis Paper I 20% 
Analysis Paper II 20% 
Attendance & Participation 20% 
Total 100% 


Attendance Policy 
Not only do you need to attend class regularly (no more than 6 absences), but you need to be prepared, 
especially if called on and/or assigned to report on the day's readings or update profile of your country. 
Poor attendance and poor performance on discussions, postings and reports will reduce your overall 
grade by as much as 20 points. 


Academic Honesty 
Plagiarism and Cheating of any kind on an examination, quiz, or assignment will result at least in an "F" 
for that assignment (and may, depending on the severity of the case, lead to an "F" for the entire course) 







and may be subject to appropriate referral to the Office of Student Conduct for further action. See the 
UCF Golden Rule for further information. I will assume for this course that you will adhere to the academic 
creed of this University and will maintain the highest standards of academic integrity. In other words, don't 
cheat by giving answers to others or taking them from anyone else. I will also adhere to the highest 
standards of academic integrity, so please do not ask me to change (or expect me to change) your grade 
illegitimately or to bend or break rules for one person that will not apply to everyone. 


Disability Statement 
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all persons 
with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students with disabilities who 
need accommodations in this course must contact the professor at the beginning of the semester to 
discuss needed accommodations. No accommodations will be provided until the student has met with the 
professor to request accommodations. Students who need accommodations must be registered with 
Student Disability Services, Student Resource Center Room 132, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only 
phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting accommodations from the professor. 


Copyright 
This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, images, text 
materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use doctrine in order to enhance the 
learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, download or distribute these items. The use of these 
materials is strictly reserved for this online classroom environment and your use only. All copyright 
materials are credited to the copyright holder. 


Third-Party Software and FERPA 
During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or software 
applications sometimes called third-party software such as a blog or wiki. While some of these could be 
required assignments, you need not make any personally identifying information on a public site. Do not 
post or provide any private information about yourself or your classmates. Where appropriate you may 
use a pseudonym or nickname. Some written assignments posted publicly may require personal 
reflection/comments, but the assignments will not require you to disclose any personally identity-sensitive 
information. If you have any concerns about this, please contact your instructor. 
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INR4035 - International Political Economy 
Waltraud Q. Morales 


 


 


Syllabus Fall 2013 


Instructor Dr. Waltraud Q. Morales 


Class 
Hours 


online 


Office Phillips Hall 302, Main Campus 


Office 
Hours 


MT: 3:00-6:00 pm 


Phone 407-823-2608 main office; 407-823-2040 desk and voicemail 


E-mail Waltraud.Morales@ucf.edu 


Homepage Dr. Waltraud Q. Morales 


 


 


COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
International Political Economy (IPE) is a three-credit hour upper division course with no formal 
prerequisites, although lower division international relations courses such as INR 2002 may provide 
useful and necessary preparation. The course focuses on the interrelationship between international 
politics and international economics, especially the process of globalization. With the end of the Cold 
War, expanded global interdependence and communication has provided conditions for greater 
international cooperation as well as conflict. Changes and continuities in the international political 
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economy have impacted the personal and social choices of people everywhere. The course explores the 
important changes and continuities in IPE as well as related problems and opportunities these may 
present. 


First, we will survey the competing theories, economic history and recent development in IPE. Second, 
we will focus on the central political and economic actors and global organizations of IPE. Third, we will 
consider the major problems and issues in IPE and their potential policy solutions. Among these are 
economic development, markets and democratization, global poverty and inequality, illegal economic 
activities from arms to drugs, and the impact of technology and environmental constraints. Last, we will 
relate these problems and issues to specific country cases. 


COURSE OBJECTIVES: 


• An understanding of the critical interface between global politics and economics 
• An overview and critique of the competing theories of IPE 
• An investigation into the major issues and problems in IPE 
• Possible applications to specific country cases 
• And potential policy pitfalls and solutions. 


 


COURSE GRADING AND REQUIREMENTS: 
There are five grading components in the course worth 20 points each. First component: Midterm. 
Second component: Final.  


These two non-comprehensive exams consist of short answers, and multiple choice, true false questions. 
All exams are online. However, if you miss the first test (midterm) for any reason that is legitimate and 
can be documented (such as serious illness or emergency), you need to contact the instructor 
immediately. In that case your second test (or final) will be comprehensive and closed book, and may 
have to be TAKEN ON CAMPUS IN PERSON in the computer lab and it must be scheduled in advance 
with the instructor. If you miss both tests and/or you fail to take the comprehensive second test you will 
receive a failing grade. 


Third component: CRITIQUE PAPER consists of a 5-10 page word processed document on a selected 
chapter from Real World Globalization. 


Fourth component: COUNTRY STRATEGY & RESOURCE REPORT consists of 5-10 page word 
processed paper providing a strategic assessment of international political economic conditions for your 
approved country case with special focus on the race and scramble for the world's diminishing resources 
as discussed in Michael T. Klare's The Race for What's Left. (See assignment instructions for how to 
select and have your country choice approved.) 


Papers can only be submitted by uploading into webcourses online. Detailed instructions for the 
assignment are found in the content module section. Follow these instructions very carefully. Papers that 







are not uploaded by the due date will be considered late. Late receipt of papers may reduce your 
score by 5 points each regular day late. Contact the instructor in advance if you anticipate a problem. (If 
the class is very large, written assignments may be group projects. If that is the case you will be advised 
and assigned to groups.) 


Fifth component: Discussion Activities/Assignment Postings, or your responsible participation in 
discussion topics and forums, completion of web assignments and overall collaboration and interaction 
with your classmates. Again, if the class size is large this may involve group activities. In that event, you 
will be advised and will be expected to cooperate and be an asset to your group. Failure to post and to 
maintain communication, cooperation, and collaboration will affect your grade and may prevent you from 
achieving the highest grade. 


In writing your papers don't forget that plagiarism is claiming someone else's work as your own by failure 
to cite or reference properly. You need to learn how to fully cite your sources, so consult any standard 
reference system, (Chicago Manual of Style, MLA, etc.). See the Political Science department and 
graduate studies web site for more explanation of these issues. Cheating is unjust and results in an 
automatic "F." 


Grading may use plusses and minuses and is rigorous. Remember that borderline grades can go either 
way, so that an excellent record of forum discussions (both quantity and quality) and constructive 
collaboration with your classmates will impact your final grade.  


The Instructor reserves the right to alter and update the syllabus and schedule at any time when 
necessary for proper functioning of the course, and it is the student's responsibility to be aware 
of these changes. 


Evaluation and Grading 
My grading scale uses the specific letter grade and points assigned as noted below: 


Letter Grade Points 
A 93 – 100 points 
A- 90 – 92 points 
B+ 87 – 89 points 
B 83 – 86 points 
B- 80 – 82 points 
C+ 77 – 79 points 
C 73 – 76 points 
C- 70 – 72 points 
D+ 67 – 69 points 
D 63 – 66 points 
D- 60 – 62 points 
F 59 and below 
 







 


COURSE TEXTBOOKS: 
David N. Balaam, and Bradford Dillman, Introduction to International Political Economy, 5th ed. 
(Upper Saddle River, NJ: Longman/Pearson, 2011). [IIPE]. (ISBN-13: 978-0-205-79138-5) 


Bhandari, Ravi, and the Dollars & Sense Collective, eds., Real World Globalization, 12th ed. 
(Somerville, MA: Dollars and Sense, Economic Affairs Bureau, 2012). [Real World G]. (ISBN-13: 
978-1-878585-87-5)) 


Michael T. Klare, The Race for What's Left: The Global Scramble for the World's Last Resources 
(New York: Picador, 2012. [Klare]. (ISBN-13: 978-1-250-02397-1). 


The books below are recommended only if you want to know more; you are not tested on them but they 
do link up with and amplify material in some of the modules. 


Robert L. Heilbroner, The Worldly Philosophers: The Lives, Times and Ideas of the Great Economic 
Thinkers, 7th ed. revised (Simon & Schuster Trade Paperbacks, 1999). [Worldly]. A classic and ONLY 
RECOMMENDED for those who want to know more. 


Daniel Yergin, and Joseph Stanislaw, The Commanding Heights: The Battle for the World Economy (New 
York: Simon and Schuster Trade Paperbacks, 2002). This is the companion book to an award-winning 
video program. Some of modules draw on this but it is also just RECOMMENDED primarily for 
background reading for those who are interested in learning more. 


 


WHAT’S EXPECTED REGARDING READINGS: 
The THREE Required Texts must be read carefully, critically and on a timely basis before completing 
online assignments. (Note: Although there are earlier editions of the texts, these are not recommended 
since there seem to be significant additions and updates in the 5th edition. If you use earlier editions, it is 
your responsibility to be sure you have all the material.)  


Recommended readings will further your knowledge and may help you do better in the course, but you 
will not be tested on them directly and your first priority is to read the required materials. 


Cramming at the last minute or doing your assignments late will not permit you to successfully assimilate 
and understand the material, much less allow you the time needed to develop critical perspectives. You 
are expected to ask key questions and to discuss this material intelligently in discussion forums. Late 
assignments generally will not be accepted and will lose points. So plan accordingly and work ahead. 
Contact the instructor if you have special problems. 


There may be SHORT POP QUIZZES or other additional assignments if the class is consistently 
unprepared or unresponsive in discussion postings and forums. Pop quizzes will impact your 







participation grade and cannot be made up if any of these are missed. Keeping up with the class 
discussion and course materials will facilitate your successful completion of class assignments. 


 


SELECTED WEB RESOURCES: 


• CIA World Fact Book and regional maps: http://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook 
• Dollars and Sense: http://www.dollarsandsense.org/ 
• Center for Economic and Policy Research: http://www.cepr.net/ 
• People & Planet, web site of an organization of university students concerned with world poverty, 


environment and human rights:http://www.peopleandplanet.org 
• United Nations and listing of IGOs or intergovernmental international organizations: 


http://www.un.org/ 
• Yahoo!-Regional: Countries, listing of all countries, maps, and statistical data: 


http://www.yahoo.com/regional/countries/ 


 


Technology Requirements and Computer Skills: 


Technology Expectations for Use 


E-mail: 
 
See E-Mail 
Protocols 


Primarily use webcourses internal mail to communicate with the instructor and to 
communicate with your classmates. If you have a problem, first try to resolve it with 
your classmates in order to help create a cooperative learning community based on 
self-help and group support. Also see the help discussion topic, "Friendly Help," for 
questions and answer postings on often asked questions and problems. If you need 
help from the instructor first use webcourse mail and use regular email only as a 
last resort: (morales@mail.ucf.edu); and be sure that course communication with 
the instructor identifies the course in the subject line: INR 4035. E-mail will be 
answered once a day by the instructor, or as soon as possible. For all technical and 
computer problems see the link on the course homepage. 


Webcourses: 
Since web activities are important you should be sure you are comfortable with 
webcourses. Take the webcourses tutorial to familiarize yourself and take the 
optional orientation quiz. See the link on the course homepage. 


Technical and 
webcourses help: 


For all technical and computer problems and webcourses help see the link on the 
course homepage. 
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Class Assignments: 


Grade Categories Description of the requirements 
Percent 
of grade 


Critique Paper 
5-10 page analysis and critique of a selected chapter from Real 
World Globalization. 


20% 


Midterm Exam 
Open book short answer and multiple choice and true/false 
questions based on readings and discussions of main texts. 


20% 


Final Exam 
Open book short answer and multiple choice and true/false 
questions based on readings and discussions of main texts. 


20% 


Country Strategy 
Report 


5-10 page strategic assessment for a selected country (only one 
student to a country). Depending on class size, this may be an 
individual or a group project. If the latter, you will be informed and 
assigned to a country group. 


20% 


Discussion Postings 
and Internet 
Assignments 


Quality and on-time postings to discussion topics, readings and 
internet assignments found in course modules. 


20% 


 
• Further instructions and details for the writing assignments (paper and report) can be found in 


"Assignments" and may also be linked within modules. 


• Details of discussion, internet and reading assignments are included within and at the end of each of 
the learning modules. 


 


Overview of Grading and Deadlines: 


Grading and evaluation: 
Grading includes plusses and minuses and is rigorous. Borderline grades 
can go either way. An excellent record of class discussion and 
participation may improve your final grade. 


Discussion and 
participation; and Internet 


Meaningful substantive discussion and on-time online participation in the 
discussions and Internet activities comprise an important component of 







activities: your course grade. Failure to fulfill this responsibility will lower your grade 
by as much as 20 points. 


Deadlines: 


Specific due dates are noted in the specific assignments, and online 
class schedule(found on the homepage), and may be posted on the 
calendar. 


Posting Due Dates: Modules open at the beginning of the week on 
Monday and posting and internet assignments for each module are due a 
week later by the following Monday by midnight. 


All other assignments are also due by midnight on the specified due 
dates as noted on the schedule (NOT on assignment upload links). 


Late, make-up and below-
standard work: 


Late assignments are penalized as much as 5 points each day late. 
Contact the instructor if you are anticipating a problem. 


Academic Honesty: 


Plagiarism and Cheating of any kind on an examination, quiz, or 
assignment will result at least in an "F" for that assignment (and may, 
depending on the severity of the case, lead to an "F" for the entire 
course) and may be subject to appropriate referral to the Office of 
Student Conduct for further action. See the UCF Golden Rule for further 
information. I will assume for this course that you will adhere to the 
academic creed of this University and will maintain the highest standards 
of academic integrity. In other words, don't cheat by giving answers to 
others or taking them from anyone else. I will also adhere to the highest 
standards of academic integrity, so please do not ask me to change (or 
expect me to change) your grade illegitimately or to bend or break rules 
for one person that will not apply to everyone. 


Disability Statement: 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable 
accommodations for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus is 
available in alternate formats upon request. Students with disabilities who 
need accommodations in this course must contact the professor at the 
beginning of the semester to discuss needed accommodations. No 
accommodations will be provided until the student has met with the 
professor to request accommodations. Students who need 
accommodations must be registered with Student Disability Services, 
Student Resource Center Room 132, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD 
only phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting accommodations from the 
professor. 
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POS 6736 Conduct of Political Inquiry 


Dr. Waltraud Q. Morales 


Syllabus 


Fall 2013 


I 


Instructor Contact 


Instructor Dr. Waltraud Q. Morales 


Office Phillips Hall 302F 


Office 


Hours 
Mon & Tues: 3-6 pm 


Phone 407-823-2040 


E-mail morales@mail.ucf.edu 


Homepage 
http://politicalscience.cos.ucf.edu/people/morales-


waultraud/ 
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Course Information 


Course Name 
POS 6736 - Conduct of Political 


Inquiry 


Credit Hours 3 Credit Hours 


Semester/Year Fall 2013 


Location HPH 305G, Mon 6-8:50 pm 


  


Course Description 


Catalogue Description and Prerequisites: 


POS 6736. Conduct of Political Inquiry  3(3,0). PR: Admission to 


graduate program or C.I. Research design and quantitative and 


qualitative analysis in political science. 


This course primarily focuses on basic qualitative methods employed in 


political science research, including case studies, the logic of 


comparison, theory and concept development, and archival and 


interview-based research, as well as other general elements of a 


qualitative research design and the practical how-to of writing a 


research paper. The overall goal of the course is to serve as a practical 


guide to the structure, process and methods of inquiry in the discipline. 


Course Objectives 


• Exposure to diverse strategies and methods of inquiry 


• Evaluate the process of investigation and the role of creativity 


• How to ask and answer researchable questions 







• Develop analytical and critical thinking skills 


• Foster informed discussion and debate 


• Develop effective writing, research and synthesizing skills 


• Implement lessons learned in a seminar research paper 


  


Required Readings 


• Baglione, Lisa.  Writing a Research Paper in Political Science: A 


Practical Guide to Inquiry, Structure, and Methods. 2nd 


ed.  Washington, D.C.: Sage/CQ Press, 2012. ISBN 978-1-60871-


991-4. 


• Brady, Henry E., and David Collier. Rethinking Social Inquiry: Diverse 


Tools, Shared Standards.  2nd ed.  New York:  Roman & 


Littlefield, 2010.  ISBN 978-1-4422-0344-0. 


• Diez, Thomas, et al.  Key Concepts in International 


Relations.  Washington, D.C.: Sage, 2011.  ISBN 978-1-4129-2848-


9. 


• Hammersley, John.  What is Qualitative Research? New 


York:  Bloomsbury, 2013.  ISBN 978-1-8496-6606-0. 


• Kuhn, Thomas S.  The Structure of Scientific 


Revolutions.  Chicago:  University of Chicago Press, 2012. ISBN: 


978-0-226-45812-0. (Any earlier edition is fine as well). 


• Landman, Todd. Issues and Methods in Comparative Politics: An 


Introduction. 2nd ed. New York: Routledge, 2003. ISBN 


9780415272704. 


• Maxwell, Joseph A. Qualitative Research Design: An Interactive 


Approach. 3rd ed. Washington, D.C.: Sage, 2013. ISBN 978-1-


4129-8119-4. 







  


Course Requirements 


There are six required components to passing and doing well in this 


course.  


1-2:  There are two written examinations--midterm and final. Both are 


take-home exams, allowing more time for reflection and 


organization.  Exams are primarily essay-format, and the final exam may 


be comprehensive, in order to incorporate all the theories studied. 


3-4:  There are also two written papers of 10-15 pages in the class--the 


Creative Thinking and Seminar Research papers.  The first will be due in 


the early weeks of the class; the latter near the end of the 


semester.  Detailed instructions will be posted online in Canvas. 


5: There is a required class presentation and summary of assigned 


readings.  This is in the form of a power-point presentation which 


summarizes, outlines and critiques the material and poses discussion 


questions for the class to consider. Students will be assigned when to 


present.  More instructions will be posted online and available the first 


weeks of class.  


6:  Attendance and participation are important and essential.  A record 


of consistent attendance and active and meaningful participation which 


demonstrates that the assignments have been read and digested is 


mandatory.  An inconsistent and/or poor showing here may mean the 


loss of 10 points from the overall course grade. 


Missed Assignments, Make-Ups and Extra 







Credit 


There is no extra credit in the class.  There are no make-ups for missed 


exams, except with documented medical reasons. 


Due date policies:  Late submission of assignments may be reduced a 


full letter grade for each day of the week late.  Please advise the 


instructor in advance if you are having a problem. 


  


Evaluation and Grading 


Assignment and final course grading will be based on the scale below. 


Letter 


Grade 
Points 


A 
93 – 100 


points 


A- 
90 – 92 


points 


B+ 
87 – 89 


points 


B 
83 – 86 


points 


B- 
80 – 82 


points 


C+ 
77 – 79 


points 


C 73 – 76 







points 


C- 
70 – 72 


points 


D+ 
67 – 69 


points 


D 
63 – 66 


points 


D- 
60 – 62 


points 


F 59 and below 


  


Assignment 
Percentage of 


Grade 


Midterm Exam-take 


home 
20% 


Final Exam--take home 20% 


Creative Thinking Paper 20% 


Seminar Research 


Paper 
20% 


Class Presentation 10% 


Attendance/Participatio


n 
10% 


Total 100% 


  


Attendance and Participation Policy 


Consistently regular attendance is mandatory.  More than two absences 







in a class that meets only once a week may reduce attendance and 


participation points. You must also actively participate in class and 


demonstrate that you have read and can discuss the assigned reading 


materials and interact with your classmates.  Please advise the instructor 


if you are having a problem. 


  


Academic Honesty 


Plagiarism and Cheating of any kind on an examination, quiz, or 


assignment will result at least in an "F" for that assignment (and may, 


depending on the severity of the case, lead to an "F" for the entire 


course) and may be subject to appropriate referral to the Office of 


Student Conduct for further action. See the UCF Golden Rule for further 


information. I will assume for this course that you will adhere to the 


academic creed of this University and will maintain the highest 


standards of academic integrity. In other words, don't cheat by giving 


answers to others or taking them from anyone else. I will also adhere to 


the highest standards of academic integrity, so please do not ask me to 


change (or expect me to change) your grade illegitimately or to bend or 


break rules for one person that will not apply to everyone. 


  


Disability Statement 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable 


accommodations for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus is 


available in alternate formats upon request. Students with disabilities 


who need accommodations in this course must contact the professor at 



http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/





the beginning of the semester to discuss needed accommodations. No 


accommodations will be provided until the student has met with the 


professor to request accommodations. Students who need 


accommodations must be registered with Student Disability Services, 


Student Resource Center Room 132, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD 


only phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting accommodations from 


the professor. 


  


Copyright 


This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or 


video clips, images, text materials, etc. These items are being used with 


regard to the Fair Use doctrine in order to enhance the learning 


environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, download or distribute 


these items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for this online 


classroom environment and your use only. All copyright materials are 


credited to the copyright holder. 


  


Third-Party Software and FERPA 


During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online 


services and/or software applications sometimes called third-party 


software such as a blog or wiki. While some of these could be required 


assignments, you need not make any personally identifying information 


on a public site. Do not post or provide any private information about 


yourself or your classmates. Where appropriate you may use a 


pseudonym or nickname. Some written assignments posted publicly 







may require personal reflection/comments, but the assignments will not 


require you to disclose any personally identity-sensitive information. If 


you have any concerns about this, please contact your instructor. 


 








INR 3016.1 
Global Political Issues 


Fall 2013 
Credit hours: 3 


 


Professor: Michael Mousseau 
Office: 302M Howard Phillips Hall 
Phone: 407-823-2608 
E-mail: Michael.Mousseau@ucf.edu  
 


Class meets: T R 09:00 AM – 10:15 AM at  
PSY    111 


Office Hours: T R F 10:30 to 12:00, and 
by appointment. 


 
 
 


 
Course Goals 
 
Achieve an accurate and in-depth understanding of global political issues; improve ability 
to think; promote research and writing skills.  
 
 
UCF Catalogue Description 
 
Current global political topics from political development and income gap to gender 
issues and environmental challenges. Pre-requisites: POS 2041 (American National 
Government) or C.I. 
 
 
Detailed Section-specific Description of the Course 
 
Topics include the causes of war, global development, roots of terrorism, global anti-
Americanism, proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, the politics of oil, global 
warming, and the protection of human rights. Part I begins with the evolution of the 
international system, including coverage of the concrete historical events that have 
shaped our world. From this foundation Part II proceeds with some of the most important 
issues of our day.  
 
 
Required Text  
 
The course text is the reader Global Political Issues, designed specifically by your 
instructor for this course with McGraw-Hill. Pages are assigned according to the order of 
the lectures, not the order of the text.  
 
 
Course Web Page 
 
All lecture Power Point slides, including historical clips and graphs, as well as extraneous 
supplementary materials, will be made available on the course web page.   
 
 
Course Requirements & Methods of Evaluation 
 


1. The course is structured around the lectures, so you are highly encouraged to 
regularly attend, pay attention, participate, and ask questions. Doing so will make 
a huge difference in your personal growth and global awareness. 


2. It is best to read the material before the week it is assigned. 
3. Evaluation is as follows: 



mailto:Michael.Mousseau@ucf.edu
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a. One midterm exam, 40%. Scheduled for the end of Part I during week 6. 
Short-answer questions on the lectures and readings. 


b. Final exam, 40%. Scheduled for Tuesday, December 10, 2013, 7:00 AM – 
9:50 AM. Short-answer questions on the lectures and readings. 


c. Paper, 20%. Select a global political issue that interests you and seek to 
explain it. Begin by introducing the issue, including the historical context; 
be sure to identify the leading actors and their preferences/positions. Your 
core task is to offer your best explanation for why the actors have the 
positions they hold. A good paper explains the issue concisely and 
convincingly; this means addressing as well counter-points that may arise. 
Notes:  


i. The task is to develop your own thesis: you should generally 
refrain from reviewing the arguments of others.  


ii. You should try to select an issue that is not directly covered in 
class, though your issue can be related to a topic covered in class. 


iii. ***Your issue must be approved by me. This can be in person after 
class or during office hours, or by email. 


iv. Some light research will be necessary. Wikipedia is an acceptable 
cited source.  


v. Expected length is 8-12 pages. Double-spaced 12-point Palatino 
font using standard margins. 


vi. Turn in an electronic copy only, in Microsoft Word. 
vii. Note section ‘Tips on Writing a Good Term Paper’ below. 
viii. Due in my emailbox the first morning after the last day of class at 


8:00 am.  
 
 
 
Course Outline and Readings 
 
 
Part I How the World Works 
 
Weeks 1-2 Why the World is Divided into States 


Of interest (not required): 
• The full text of the Peace Treaty of Westphalia can be found at 


http://avalon.law.yale.edu/17th_century/westphal.asp. 
 
Weeks 2-3 How the Imperial Order Came to an End 


Of interest (not required): 
• A short review of the Atlantic Charter can be viewed at 


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Atlantic_Charter 
  


Weeks 4-5 The Rules and Norms of Today’s Global Order 
Is the Use and Threat of Force Necessary in International Relations?: 


Chapter 13 from Taking Sides: Clashing Views in World Politics, 16th 
Edition by Rourke, 2014 


International Security: The Alternative Road: Chapter 11 from International 
Politics on the World Stage, 12th Edition by Rourke, 2008. 


 


 
 



http://avalon.law.yale.edu/17th_century/westphal.asp

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Atlantic_Charter
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  Recommended (not required): 
William Appleman Williams, The Tragedy of American Diplomacy (W W 


Norton (1959) 2009). This classic work documents how the core aim of 
US foreign policy is the search for markets. 


Benn Steil, The Battle of Bretton Woods: John Maynard Keynes, Harry 
Dexter White, and the Making of a New World Order (Princeton 
University Press, 2013). Narrative describes how the blueprint for the 
post-World War II economic order was drawn. 


Richard H. Immerman, The CIA in Guatemala: The Foreign Policy of 
Intervention (University of Texas Press, 1982). Recounts the American 
backed overthrow of the government of Guatemala in 1954.  


 
Week 6 Back up & Midterm Exam 
 
 
 
Part II   Global Political Issues 
 
Week 7 Relations Among the Great Powers 


Is China Becoming a Dangerous Superpower?: Chapter 3 from Taking 
Sides: Clashing Views in World Politics, 16th Edition by Rourke, 2014. 


Does China’s Currency Manipulation Warrant International and National 
Action?: Chapter 9 from Taking Sides: Clashing Views in World 
Politics, 16th Edition by Rourke, 2014 


Should Russia Be Considered a Hostile Country?: Chapter 2 from Taking 
Sides: Clashing Views in World Politics, 16th Edition by Rourke, 2014. 


 
Week 8 Proliferation of Weapons of Mass Destruction 


Should Force Be Used if Necessary to Prevent Iran from Acquiring 
Nuclear Weapons?: Chapter 5 from Taking Sides: Clashing Views in 
World Politics, 16th Edition by Rourke, 2014. 


John Hudson, “7 Things North Korea Is Really Good At”, Foreign Policy 
Magazine, April 29, 2013. 
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2013/04/29/7_things_north_korea
_is_really_good_at 


 
Week 9 The Middle East 


Does the Islamist Movement Threaten the Democracy Gained in the “Arab 
Spring”?: Chapter 7 from Taking Sides: Clashing Views in World 
Politics, 16th Edition by Rourke, 2014. 


Are the Palestinians Blocking the Path to Peace in the Middle East?: 
Chapter 4 from Taking Sides: Clashing Views in World Politics, 16th 
Edition by Rourke, 2014. 


 
Week 10 International Terrorism and Anti-Americanism  


Is Religious and Cultural Extremism a Global Security Threat?: Chapter 16 
from Taking Sides: Clashing Views on Global Issues, Expanded 
Seventh Edition by Harf, Lombardi, 2013. 


Does Using Drones to Attack Terrorists Globally Violate International 
Law?: Chapter 12 from Taking Sides: Clashing Views in World Politics, 
16th Edition by Rourke, 2014. 


Michael Mousseau, “Market Civilization and its Clash with Terror,” 
International Security, Vol. 27, No. 3 (Winter 2002-2003), pp. 5-29. To 
be distributed. 


 
 



http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2013/04/29/7_things_north_korea_is_really_good_at

http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2013/04/29/7_things_north_korea_is_really_good_at
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Week 11 Oil in Global Politics  
  Recommended (not required): 


Daniel Yergin, The Prize: The Epic Quest for Oil, Money, and Power 
(Simon and Schuster, 1991). Cited as essential background for 
students of the history of oil. Lectures will review this Pulitzer prize-
winning book. 


 
Weeks 12-13 Economic Development and Inequality  


Political Economy: Chapter IV from Annual Editions: Global Issues 13/14, 
29th Edition by Jackson, 2014. 


National Economic Competition: The Traditional Road: Chapter 12 from 
International Politics on the World Stage, 12th Edition by Rourke, 2008. 


International Economic Cooperation: The Alternative Road: Chapter 13 
from International Politics on the World Stage, 12th Edition by Rourke, 
2008. 


Is the Global Economic Crisis a Failure of Capitalism?: Chapter 13 from 
Taking Sides: Clashing Views on Global Issues, Expanded Seventh 
Edition by Harf, Lombardi, 2013. 


Is Economic Globalization Good for Both Rich and Poor?: Chapter 8 from 
Taking Sides: Clashing Views in World Politics, 16th Edition by Rourke, 
2014 


 
Weeks 13-14 Global Warming 


Are International Negotiations to Control Global Warming Useful?: 
Chapter 17 from Taking Sides: Clashing Views in World Politics, 16th 
Edition by Rourke, 2014. 


 
Recommended (not required): 
Daniel Yergin, The Quest: Energy, Security, and the Remaking of the 


Modern World (Penguin Press, 2011). This bestselling book by 
Pulitzer- prize-winning author Daniel Yergin describes the development 
of the current energy system and the prospects for the future. 


 
Week 14 Human Rights 


Is U.S. Refusal to Join the International Criminal Court Wise?: Chapter 15 
from Taking Sides: Clashing Views in World Politics, 16th Edition by 
Rourke, 2014. 


Is the International Community Making Effective Progress in Securing 
Global Human Rights?: Chapter 21 from Taking Sides: Clashing Views 
on Global Issues, Expanded Seventh Edition by Harf, Lombardi, 2013. 


 
Recommended (not required): 
“Former Leader of Guatemala Is Guilty of Genocide Against Mayan 


Group.” Elisabeth Malkin, New York Times, May 10, 2013. 
Romeo Dallaire, Shake Hands with the Devil: The Failure of Humanity in 


Rwanda (Random House Canada, 2003). Memoir of Force 
Commander of the United Nations Assistance Mission for Rwanda 
(UNAMIR) chronicles the failure of the international community to 
prevent the 1994 Rwandan genocide. 
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Make-up Exam and Late Paper Policy 
 
Make-ups for exams will be given only for documented circumstances of illness or official 
college activities. Under such circumstances you are required to notify me in advance or 
with 24 hours after missing the exam. 
 
Late papers are acceptable but accrue penalties of 5% reduction for each day late. 
Exceptions are allowed for exceptional circumstances at instructor’s discretion. 
 
 
Letter/Grade Equivalencies 
 


95% - 100%   A  
90% - 94.99%  A-  
87% - 89.99%  B+  
83% - 86.99%  B   
80% - 82.99%  B - 
77% - 79.99%  C + 
73% - 76.99%  C  
70% - 72.99%  C - 
65% - 69.99%  D + 
60% - 64.99%  D  
Below 60%  F 


 
 
 
Curve Policy: No curve. 
  
 
Method of Grade Reporting: Webcourses@UCF. 
 
 
Campus Resources 
 
You should be aware that help is available if you are struggling with this course! First see 
me, your instructor: I want you to understand the material and would be most pleased to 
help if you are having trouble. Other resources include the Student Academic Resource 
Center (SARC), for supplemental instruction and academic tutoring, and the University 
Writing Center. 
 
 
Disability Access Statement 
 
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations 
for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon 
request. Students who need accommodations must be registered with Student Disability 
Services, Student Resource Center Room 132, phone 407-823-2371, TTY/TDD only 
phone 407-823-2116, before requesting accommodations from the professor. 
 
 
Academic Conduct Statement  
 
UCF is committed to promoting a culture of academic integrity where faculty and 
students work together to meet our personal, professional, and social responsibilities. A 
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degree from UCF is only valuable to the extent it reflects valid assessments of student 
learning. Misrepresenting your learning on tests, projects, reports, or papers invalidates 
your grades and tarnishes the credibility of UCF. While collaboration is encouraged in the 
learning and studying process, you should assume that all tests, quizzes, etc. require 
your individual effort unless explicitly directed otherwise. Unauthorized collaboration, 
whether voluntary or not, is cheating. Unauthorized use of materials during a test, quiz, 
or other assessment is cheating. Regarding papers and projects, one of the core 
fluencies that students need to demonstrate is the ability to discern information that is 
common to the public from the intellectual property of individuals. Use of protected ideas, 
processes, or language without attribution or proper citation is plagiarism. 
 
 


Tips on Writing a Good Term Paper 
 
 All good papers of more than several pages are divided into appropriate sections 


clearly marked with headings and, if appropriate, sub–headings. Then, aside from the 
introduction (where you say what you are going to say), and conclusion (where you 
say what you said), each section of the body of the paper should have an introductory 
paragraph, the body, and a summary/conclusion paragraph.  


 Most—but not all—good paragraphs start with a topic sentence that says what the 
paragraph will say, and end with a summary sentence that summarizes the main 
point of the paragraph. Sometimes several paragraphs may be ‘linked,’ with one topic 
sentence at the top of the first paragraph, and one summary sentence at the bottom 
of the last paragraph. Paragraphs over one page in length are often too long, and 
should be broken into two or more paragraphs.  


 Before you turn in your paper you should give it test: read the introduction and then, 
for each section, read only the introductory paragraph, the first sentence of each 
body paragraph, and then the summary/conclusion paragraph. Then read the 
conclusion section. If your reading does not flow easily and logically—and if you do 
not instantly remember your main points— then your paper probably is not written 
well.  


 Once you think you have it right, give your paper to a friend to read. It is possible that 
what may seem understandable to you is incomprehensible to your friend. Learn 
what your friend does not understand, and re–draft the paper again. A good paper is 
re–written dozens of times. Remember that what is incomprehensible to your friend is 
also incomprehensible to your teacher.  


 You may save time and produce a better paper by starting first by outlining each 
section.  


 Remember that Microsoft Word has spelling and grammar check. Bad grammar and 
misspellings make a paper look bad. A paper is a product of your creation: a work of 
art, not an industrial production. Take pride in your art. 


 You should cite the source every time you use someone else’s arguments or 
quotations (otherwise you are plagiarizing). Please reference your sources in the text 
in the following format: (last name(s), year, page number(s)), e.g.: ". . . although 
some bozos think so (Mousseau, 1996, pp. 8–9)." when referring to particular pages, 
or " . . . some bozos think otherwise (Mousseau, 1996)." when referring to a whole 
article or book. Note how the period at the end of the sentence appears AFTER the 
cite. Of course, you must include a list of references (using a standard style) at the 
end of your paper. 


 Use footnotes if you have something to say that does not fit well with the flow of your 
paper. 
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Syllabus 
INR 2002, Section 2 


Fall 2013 
 


Professor Information 


Professor  Mark Schafer 


Office  314 Howard Phillips Hall 


Office 
Hours 


MWFs 9:00 to 10:00 am 
Fridays 2:00 to 3:00 pm 


Phone  (407) 823-3328 


Course Information 


Course Name  International Relations – Theory and Practice 


Course ID & Section INR 2002 – 2 


Credit Hours  3 


Semester/Year  Fall 2013 


 


Course Description 


UCF Catalog Description:  Analysis of the fundamental principles and factors 
affecting interstate relations and their application to contemporary global 
developments. 
 
Course Overview: This course is designed to introduce you to the theories and 
practices of global politics. The course deals with two primary dimensions of 
international politics. The first covers the important theories and concepts of 
international relations. This will be covered primarily in class lectures and 
discussions.  You may wish to supplement this with optional textbook readings in 
Dynamics of International Relations, 2004, by Walter C. Clemens; Rowman & 
Littlefield Publishers.  But please note that this book is optional. The only 
required book for this course is a novel by Isaac Asimov called Foundation.  This 
novel deals fictitiously with many issues pertaining to international relations in 
general and will be the basis for some provocative discussion throughout the 
semester. Both books should be available at the UCF Bookstore (and perhaps 
elsewhere in town).  







  


 


 
The second primary dimension of the class deals with current issues, practices 
and problems in today’s international setting. In order to accomplish this you are 
required to read international news stories available for free by way of 
yahoo.com, which I’ll show you in class early in the semester.  Pay particular 
attention to international and global happenings such as events in Egypt, Iraq, 
Afghanistan, Russia, the European Union, Africa, the Middle East, global trade 
and economic issues, and others as they emerge. Note that you must read these 
stories before class each day. We will spend a portion of class time each week 
discussing current international topics and how those topics fit into the theories 
we have studied and discussed in class. In addition to reading stories at 
yahoo.com, you can get supplemental international other news sources such as 
the following (but remember that the yahoo.com stories are required): 
 1. Listen to National Public Radio (NPR) news programs (particularly All 
Things Considered in the late afternoon and Morning Edition in the morning). 
NPR can be found on the FM dial at 90.7 and is an excellent source of interesting 
and in-depth international news. 
 2. Read the international news stories in major magazines such as Time, 
the Economist or Newsweek.  
 3. Watch national news on television and pay particular attention to the 
international news stories.   


Course Objectives 


 Increased knowledge of international relations theories and practices. 
 Increased academic skills in the following areas: reading, writing, 


communicating, and particular thinking critically. 


Required Readings 


 Foundation by Isaac Asimov 
 International stories at yahoo.com 


Optional/Supplemental Text 


 Dynamics of International Relations, 2004, by Walter C. Clemens; Rowman 
& Littlefield Publishers   


Course Requirements 


Assignment Date Percent of Final Grade 


First Exam September 20 25 


Second Exam October 25 25 


Final Exam December 9, 10:00 am 30 


First Short Paper October 11 10 


Second Short Paper November 8 10 







  


 


 
 


Exams generally will be multiple choice questions and medium-length essay 
questions.  


Optional Discussion Participation and Bonus Grade 


You may also receive an additional bonus to your overall grade, up to 5%, based on 


your participation in class discussions (see note below). 


 


Class discussion is a central component of this class. Students should come to class 


prepared to discuss the assigned readings and current international events. Class 


participation can take several forms such as commenting on a topic or asking or 


answering a question. Based on participation in class discussions, students may earn up to 


5% bonus added to their final score in the course.  Because I won’t know everyone’s 


name in this class until later in the semester, I have a system of keeping track of class 


participation: any time you contribute to class discussion, write down a brief version of 


what you said on a piece of paper with your name on it and turn it in to me after class.  


That allows me to keep track of how often everyone participates in class.  I will also 


occasionally give pop quizzes and in-class assignments that will count toward your 


participation bonus, but the majority of the bonus will come from actually participating in 


class discussion. 


Missed Assignments/Make-Ups 


Papers and assignments must be completed on time. Exams and quizzes may 
not be rescheduled or postponed. Exceptions will be allowed only under 
extreme, documented circumstances.  Under such circumstances, you are 
required to notify me (or, if I am unavailable, the Department of Political Science) 
prior to the date or as soon as possible if prior notice is impossible. 
 
Late papers are generally not accepted.  If I accept a late paper because of 
circumstances, I will make substantial reductions in the paper grade for every 
day it is late, up to a maximum of 75% reduction. 


Evaluation and Grading 


Final Percent for Course Grade 


90% - 100% A 


80% - 89.99% B 


70% - 79.99% C 


60% - 69.99% D 


Below 60% F 


 







  


 


Academic Honesty 


As reflected in the UCF creed, integrity and scholarship are core values that 
should guide our conduct and decisions as members of the UCF community. 
Plagiarism and cheating contradict these values, and so are very serious 
academic offenses. Penalties can include a failing grade in an assignment or in 
the course, or suspension or expulsion from the university.  All work you submit 
must be your own scholarly and creative effort.  UCF’s Golden Rule defines 
plagiarism as follows: whereby another’s work is used or appropriated 
without any indication of the source, thereby attempting to convey the 
impression that such work is the student’s own.   I may require an electronic 
version of any paper submitted for this class. 


Disability Statement 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable 
accommodations for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus can be made 
available in alternate formats upon request. Students with disabilities who need 
accommodations in this course must register with Student Disability Services, 
Ferrell Commons Room 132, phone (407) 823-2371; TTY/TDD-only phone (407) 
823-2116.  


Third-party Notes 


Third parties may be selling class notes and other materials from this class 
without my authorization. Please be aware that such class materials may contain 
errors, which could affect your performance or grade. Use these materials at your 
own risk. 


Copyright 


This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video 
clips, images, text materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the 
Fair Use doctrine in order to enhance the learning environment. Please do not 
copy, duplicate, download or distribute these items. The use of these materials is 
strictly reserved for this online classroom environment and your use only. All 
copyright materials are credited to the copyright holder. 


  







  


 


Course Calendar 


(Note: The following calendar is organized into one or two week segments. There may be 


some minor deviations from this schedule depending on a variety of scheduling factors.) 


 


August 19: Course introduction and overview; global geography. 


 


August 26:  Realism, Idealism, and Interdependence: Core Theories of International 


Relations.    


Read Part I in Foundation. 


Optional readings: Introduction and Chapter 1 in Dynamics of International Relations.  


 


September 4:  Foundations of the “Nation-State” System. 


Optional readings: Chapters 2 and 8 in Dynamics of International Relations.  


 


September 9: International Organizations; Organizing for Peace. 


Optional reading: Chapter 14 in Dynamics of International Relations. 


Read: Part II in Foundation. 


 


September 16: Catch up and review.  


 


 ** First Exam September 20**  


 
September 23:  Foreign Policy Decision Making and the Levels of Analysis. 


Read Chapters 1 and 2 in Part III of Foundation. 


Optional reading: Chapter 3 in Dynamics of International Relations. 


 


September 30: Power, Conflict, and War, Part I. 


 Optional readings: Chapters 4 and 5 in Dynamics of International Relations 


 


October 7:  Power, Conflict, and War, Part II  


Read the rest of Part III in Foundation. 


 


** First Short Paper Due October 11** 


 


October 14: Arms Control; International Law  


Optional readings:  Chapters 9 and 15 in Dynamics of International Relations.  


 


October 21:  Catch up and review.   


 


** Second Exam  October 25**   
 


October 28: International Political Economy: Liberalism, Mercantilism, and Marxism I. 


Optional reading: Chapter 11 in Dynamics of International Relations.   


 


  







  


 


November 4:  International Political Economy: Liberalism, Mercantilism, and Marxism 
II. 


Read Part IV in Foundation. 


 


** Second Short Paper Due  November 8** 


 


November 13: Development and Underdevelopment 


Optional reading:  Chapter 12 in Dynamics of International Relations.  


 


November 18: Contemporary Global Issues and Challenges; and review for final exam. 


Read Part V in Foundation. 


Optional reading: Chapter 13 in Dynamics of International Relations.  


 


November 25: Catch up and review. 


 


** Final Exam – Monday, December 9, 10:00am**  


Additional Policies 


I welcome and encourage questions, comments and discussion either in or out of the 


classroom.  I love teaching and I love what I teach, so remember my door is open! 


 


I cannot respond to grade inquiries by email. 


 
Laptops are not permitted in this class once the class period has started. 


 


Cell phones, pagers, and other such things that might go off and make noise in our class 


are not permitted in class. 








INR 7687 


Theoretical Approaches to Security Studies 


Fall Semester, 2013 


 


Professor Mark Schafer 


Office: 314 Howard Phillips Hall, (407) 823-3328 


Office Hours: MWFs, 9:00 to 10:00 am; Fridays 2:00 to 3:00 pm, and by appointment 


 


Course Overview and Objectives:   


 


Catalog description: “Survey of realist, liberal, constructivist, critical and other theories of 


international security.” 


 


This course is intended to lay the theoretical and empirical groundwork for much of the rest of 


your studies here at UCF and for your own research programs beyond.  There are several broad 


objectives: 1. To introduce you to the main theories, perspectives, and approaches to security 


studies; 2. To introduce you to various empirical approaches in the field; 3. To introduce you to 


some of the research interests of some of the security-studies faculty here at UCF; 4. To review 


some of the literature on current security concerns, issues, and public policies in the world today; 


and 5. To get you thinking as an original researcher, and to get you making immediate progress 


with your own research program. 


 


The latter point is critical.  Your foremost task in graduate school is to become a researcher, yet 


you are only here at UCF for three years; it is critical that you begin making progress on your 


own research agenda immediately. While this course focuses extensively on theory in security 


studies, we will do so in the context of you developing and conducting your own original 


research project. 


 


Since all students in this program already have MA degrees, we assume that you are already 


familiar with philosophy of science, research design, and basic statistical analysis.  For the first 


day of class, I list some optional readings regarding some of these topics.  If you would like other 


readings along these lines, please see me as soon as possible. 


 


The calendar for this course is organized to flow from section to section roughly as follows.  The 


first section will be overview materials and readings, describing the field and providing 


definitions of key terms and concepts.  Following that, we spend three weeks covering the major 


theories in the field, including realism, liberalism, constructivism, feminism, Marxism, and 


critical theory.  We then spend five weeks on classic areas of and approaches to security studies 


– war, conflict, peace, and others.  During these five weeks, you will read short overviews of 


major topic areas such as polarity, arms races, alliances, deterrence, and terrorism.  Then you 


will read longer review pieces covering major research areas in the field.  In the final two weeks 


in this section, you will read journal articles reporting original research projects in security 


studies, which may provide you inspiration, or at least good examples, as you develop your own 


research agenda.  The final two weeks of reading this semester will focus on current global 


issues and public-policy topics in security studies.  By the end of the semester you will have 


covered major theoretical areas and approaches, subfields in these areas, examples of original 







empirical research, and current topics in international security.  You should have a solid 


foundation for the rest of your work in this program. 


 


Throughout the semester, you will also be working on your own original empirical research 


skills.  This will proceed in stages.  Early on you will write two short, sample research designs 


where you demonstrate the logic of causation, variables, units of analysis, etc.  After that, you 


will write a very short paper (though it will undoubtedly take some thinking and digging on your 


part) where you propose your own specific research idea for your semester project.  This is 


followed by a more formal and developed research design for your semester project.  After 


receiving feedback, you will then complete the project during the rest of the semester and present 


it in class during one of our last sessions.  This step-by-step approach means, hopefully, that you 


won’t go far off track, and you’ll develop the logic and skills necessary along the way with 


feedback from me. 


 


Required Books: 


 


1. Collins, Alan, ed.  2013.   Contemporary Security Studies.  New York: Oxford University 


Press. 


(NOTE: in the course calendar below, readings from this book are referred to as in 


“Collins.”) 


 


2. Hughes, Christopher W., and Lai Yew Meng, eds.  2011.  Security Studies: A Reader.  


London: Routledge. 


(NOTE: in the course calendar below, readings from this book are referred to as in 


“Hughes and Meng.”) 


 


In addition, there will be a number of other articles required for the course.  These are noted in 


the syllabus.  They should be available in the library, or through JSTOR.  I will also try to make 


digital copies available to you whenever possible. 


 


  







Course Grading: 


 


All assignments for the course will be graded on 0-100 basis.  Then, your overall grade for the 


course will be weighted as follows: 


 


1. Mini research-design paper, due August 28 ………………………… 10% 


2. Second mini-research-design paper, due September 11 …………….. 10% 


3. Topic paper for your semester project, due September 25 ….....……..  5% 


4. Formal research design for your semester project, due October 16 …. 15% 


5. Class participation …………………………………………………… 20% 


6. Research paper ………………………………………………………. 40% 


 


 


Final Percent for Course Grade 


90% - 100% A 


80% - 89.99% B 


70% - 79.99% C 


60% - 69.99% D 


Below 60% F 
 


 


Note that “class participation” is the second largest weighting for your overall grade.  You must 


come to class having read the assigned articles, and you must be prepared to talk about them.  I 


document and grade class participation after every class meeting. 


 


As this is a ph.d.-level course, it should be understood that all assignments must be typed, 


double-spaced, page numbers included.  Spelling, grammar, organization, etc. all matter.  If you 


are concerned that you may have problems with English-language mechanics, please see me as 


soon as possible.  Whenever you use any source, in any way, it is required that you provide a 


correct citation.  You may use any style-guide you wish, but you must use one and use it 


correctly.  Plagiarism, defined by the UCF Golden Rule as “whereby another’s work is used or 


appropriated without any indication of the source, thereby attempting to convey the impression that such 


work is the student’s own,”  will not be tolerated and may result in a failing grade in an assignment 


or in the course, or suspension or expulsion from the university.  All work you submit must be 


your own scholarly and creative effort.  I may request digital copies of any of your papers for 


purposes of a plagiarism check. 


 


  







Missed Assignments/Make-Ups 


 


Papers and assignments must be completed on time. Exceptions will be allowed only under 


extreme, documented circumstances.  Under such circumstances, you are required to notify me 


(or, if I am unavailable, the Department of Political Science) prior to the date or as soon as 


possible if prior notice is impossible. 


 


Late papers are generally not accepted.  If I accept a late paper because of circumstances, I will 


make substantial reductions in the paper grade for every day it is late, up to a maximum of 75% 


reduction. 


 


Disability Statement 


 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all 


persons with disabilities. This syllabus can be made available in alternate formats upon request. 


Students with disabilities who need accommodations in this course must register with Student 


Disability Services, Ferrell Commons Room 132, phone (407) 823-2371; TTY/TDD-only phone 


(407) 823-2116. 


 


Final Note 


 


I want you to be successful in this course and in our Ph.D. program.  Becoming a researcher is 


challenging, hard work, but it can also be very rewarding: you will be investigating things that 


puzzle you; you will be contributing to knowledge in these areas; you will begin building a 


record of achievement and accomplishment that will serve you well in the field of security 


studies.  My job, which I love, is to help you succeed.  That will, undoubtedly, mean challenging 


you and pushing you along the way as you develop your own thinking, approaches, and research 


projects.  Come see me; let’s talk about your work; let’s make sure you develop a great career as 


a researcher in security studies! 


 


Course Calendar 


 


August 21:  Course Introduction and Overview. 


 


 Optional readings: 


 


1. Ball, Terence. 1987.   “Is There Progress in Political Science?” In Idioms of Inquiry, ed. 


Terence Ball. Albany: SUNY Press, 13-44. 


2. Little, Daniel.  1991.  “Statistical Analysis.” In Varieties of Social Explanation, by Daniel 


Little.  Boulder: Westview Press, 159-178. 


 


Note: The article by Ball deals with classic components of philosophy of science.  The chapter 


by Little is a simple overview of the logic of causation and statistical analysis.  These are 


intended as short, simple overviews of these much larger topics.  Please see me if you are 


unfamiliar with these topics or if you would like additional recommendations for readings. 


 







August 28: Overview of Security Studies. 


 


 Required readings: 


 


1. In Collins, read chapters 1 and 5. 


2. In Hughes and Meng, read the Preface, the Introduction to Part I, and the following 


chapters: 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, and 1.10. 


 


** At start of class, turn in your first mini research design paper. ** 


 


September 4: Overview: Major Theories in Security Studies 


 


 Required readings: 


 


1. In Collins, read chapters 2, 3, and 7. 


 


September 11: Realism, and Some Responses 


 


 Required readings: 


 


1. Read the following chapters in Hughes and Meng (read them in the order listed): 


-Realism, and realist approaches: chapters 2.1, 2.2, 2.4. 


-Responses, chapters 2.5, 2.3, 2.10. 


 


** At start of class, turn in your second mini research design paper. ** 


 


September 18: Liberalism, and a Response 


 


  Required readings: 


 


1. Read the following chapters in Hughes and Meng (read them in the order listed): 


-Liberalism and liberalist approaches, chapters: 2.7, 2.9, 4.5, and 2.8. 


-A Response: chapter: 2.6. 


 


  







September 25: Constructivism, and Other Perspectives 


 


 Required readings: 


 


On Constructivism: 


 


1. In Hughes and Meng, read chapters 2.11, and 2.12. 


 


On Feminism: 


 


2. In Hughes and Meng, read chapter 1.6. 


3. In Collins, read chapter 9. 


 


On Marx and Third World: 


 


4. In Collins, read chapters 4 and 16. 


5. In Hughes and Meng, read chapter 1.7. 


 


On Critical Theory: 


 


6. In Collins, read chapter 6. 


 


** At start of class, turn in your term paper topic. ** 


 


October 2: War, Conflict, Military Security, and Other Classic Areas of Security Studies, Part I 


 


 Required readings: 


 


1. Overview: read chapter 11 in Collins. 


2. Arms races: read chapter 3.2 in Hughes and Meng. 


3. Polarity: in Hughes and Meng, read chapters 4.1, 4.2, 4.6. 


4. Alliances: in Hughes and Meng, read chapters 4.3 and 4.4. 


5. Interventionism: in Hughes and Meng, read chapters 4.8; in Collins, read chapter 20. 


 


October 9: War, Conflict, Military Security, and Other Classic Areas of Security Studies, Part II 


 


 Required readings: 


 


1. Nuclear weapons and deterrence, and other WMDs: in Collins, read chapter 18; in 


Hughes and Meng, read chapters 3.1 and 3.3. 


2. Sanctions: in Hughes and Meng, read chapter 4.9. 


3. Terrorism: in Hughes and Meng, read chapters 5.7, and 5.8; in Collins, read chapter 19. 


4. Civil security: in Collins, read chapter 12. 


 


  







October 16: War, Conflict, Military Security, and Other Classic Areas of Security Studies, Part 


III 


 


 Required readings: 


 


1. Causes of War: read:  Levy, Jack.  1998.  “The Causes of War and the Conditions of 


Peace.”  Annual Review of Political Science 1 (June): 139-165. 


2. Bargaining: read: Reiter, Dan.  2003.  “Exploring the Bargaining Model of War.”  


Perspectives on Politics (June): 27-43. 


3. Game Theory: read: Bennett, Peter G.  1995.  “Modelling Decisions in International 


Relations: Game Theory and Beyond.”  Mershon International Studies Review 39 (April): 


19-52. 


4. Foreign Policy Decision Making: read: Hudson, Valerie.  2002.  “Foreign Policy 


Decision Making: A Touchstone for International Relations Theory in the Twenty-First 


Century.”   In Foreign Policy Decision-Making (Revisited), by  R.C. Snyder, H.W. 


Bruck, B. Sapin, V.M. Hudson, D.H. Chollet, and J.M. Goldgeier.  2002.    New York: 


Palgrave, 1-20. 


 


** Turn in formal research design paper for your research project ** 


 


October 23: Quantitative Research Applications: Part I 


 


 Required readings: 


 


1.  Leeds, Brett Ashley.  2003.  “Do Alliances Deter Aggression? The Influence of Military 


Alliances on the Initiation of Militarized Interstate Disputes.”  American Journal of Political 


Science 47 (July): 427-439. 


 


2.  Fearon, James D., and David D. Laitin.  2003.  “Ethnicity, Insurgency, and Civil War.”  


American Political Science Review (February): 75-90. 


 


3. Meernik, James.  1994.  “Presidential Decision Making and the Political Use of Military 


Force.”  International Studies Quarterly 38 (March): 121-138. 


 


4.  Mousseau, Michael.  “The Social Market Roots of Democratic Peace.”  International Security 


33: 52-86. 


 


  







October 30: Quantitative Research Applications: Part II 


 


 Required readings: 


 


1.  Piazza, James A.  2006.  “Rooted in Poverty?: Terrorism, Poor Economic Development, and 


Social Cleavages.” Terrorism and Political Violence 18 (1): 159-177. 


 


2.  James, Patrick and John Oneal. 1991. “The Influence of Domestic and International Politics 


on the President’s Use of Force.” Journal of Conflict Resolution 35 (June): 307-332. 


 


3.  Keller, Jonathan W.  2005.  “Leadership Style, Regime Type, and Foreign Policy Crisis 


Behavior: A Contingent Monadic Peace?  International Studies Quarterly 49 (June): 205-231. 


 


4. Schafer, Mark. 1999. "Explaining Groupthink: Do the Psychological Characteristics of the 


Leader Matter?" International Interactions 25 (2): 1-31. 


 


November 6: Contemporary Issues and Challenges in International Security: Part I 


 


 Required readings: 


 


1. Overview: in Hughes and Meng, read chapter 5.1 


2. Money-making in Security: in Collins, read chapter 22; in Meng and Hughes, read 


chapter 4.10. 


3. Technology and Cyber Concerns: in Hughes and Meng, read chapter 3.4; in Collins, read 


chapter 25. 


 


November 13: Contemporary Issues and Challenges in International Security: Part II 


 


 Required readings: 


 


1. Ethnicity and Migration: in Collins, read chapter 13; in Hughes and Meng, read chapter 


3.7. 


2. Environment and Energy: in Collins, read chapters 14, and 21; in Hughes and Meng, read 


chapter 3.6. 


 


November 20: Research P\presentations 


 


 


November 27: Research papers due at start of class 








 SYLLABUS 
 University of Central Florida 
 Political Science Department 
 GEO 1200 Physical Geography 


Aug 19 - Dec 2, 2013 
M-W-F  12:30 - 1:20 pm 


CL 1 - 0121 
 Professor: John R. Swanson 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
Physical geography is the study of the geographic patterns to the earth’s physical environment. The 
characteristics, processes, and patterns of the earth’s atmosphere, biosphere, hydrosphere, lithosphere, and 
cryosphere will be explored to develop an understanding of why and how the physical environment impacts 
the nature of how we live. We will do this through lectures that access a variety of resources and exercises 
that require you to apply principles and concepts covered in lecture. 
 
TEXTBOOK: 
Physical Geography: McKnight's: A Landscape Appreciation, 10th ed. Pearson, Prentice Hall, Hess, Darrel, 
ISBN: 13-978-0-321-82043-3  
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES: 
Describe the geographic spatial patterns of the earth’s physical environment, including global patterns of 
climate, ecosystems, soils, and landforms.  
 
Explain the basic environmental processes operating between the atmosphere, biosphere, hydrosphere, 
cryosphere, and lithosphere that produce geographic patterns. 
 
Give examples of connections between the atmosphere, biosphere, hydrosphere, cryosphere, and 
lithosphere. 
 
Apply technical skills of reading, interpreting, creating, and analyzing geographic data. 
 
Use the skills and knowledge gained throughout the semester to predict the characteristics of different 
places and to solve problems or analyze situations related to the physical geography processes. It is not 
enough to know something; you also need to know when and how to apply that information. 
 
TEXTBOOK READINGS, LECTURES, AND EXAMS: 
 
Module 1: Aug 19 - Sept 11, 2013 
 
Class 1       8/19/13  Course Introduction To Physical Geography 
Class 2       8/21/13  Chapter 1   Earth Sun Relationship 
Class 3 - 4    8/23/13 - 8/26/13  Chapter 2   Map Projections 
Class 5 - 6    8/28/13 - 8/30/13  Chapter 3   Atmosphere 
Class 7 - 8    9/04/13 - 9/06/13  Chapter 4   Insolation and Temperature - Ocean Currents 
Class 9 - 10   9/09/13 - 9/13/13  Chapter 5   Wind Patterns 
 
Class 11      9/16/13  Test I.     Chapters 1 - 5 
  
 







 
 
Module 2: Sept 18 - Oct 4, 2013  
  
Class 12 - 13    09/18/13 - 09/20/13 Chapter 6    Water Cycle, Precipitation Patterns 
Class 14 - 15    09/23/13 - 09/25/13 Chapter 7    Hurricanes, Tornadoes, Weather, Clmate 
Class 16 - 17    09/27/13 - 09/30/13 Chapter 8    Hydrosphere 
Class 18         10/02/13  Chapter 9    Ocean Circulation 
 
Class 19    10/04/13    Test II.    Chapters 6 - 9 
 
Module 3: Oct 7 - Oct 30, 2013 
 
Class 20 - 21     10/07/13 - 10/09/13 Chapter 10     Biosphere 
Class 22 - 23     10/11/13 - 10/14/13 Chapter 11     Flora and Fauna 
Class 24 - 25     10/16/13 - 10/18/13 Chapter 12     Soils 
Class 26 - 27     10/21/13 - 10/23/13 Chapter 13     Lithosphere 
Class 28 - 29     10/25/13 - 10/28/13 Chapter 14     The Endogenic Process 
 
Class 30          10/30/13 Test III.   Chapters 10 - 14 
  
Module 4: Nov 1 - Nov 27 - Dec 2, 2013 
 
Class 31 - 32      11/01/13 - 11/04/13 Chapter 15   The Exogenic Process  
Class 33 - 34      11/06/13 - 11/08/13 Chapter 16   The Fluvial Process 
Class 35 - 36      11/13/13 - 11/15/11 Chapter 17   Karst and Hydrothermal Topography  
Class 37 - 38      11/18/13 - 11/20/13  Chapter 18   Arid Lands Topography 
Class 39 - 40      11/22/13 - 11/25/13 Chapter 19   Glacial Terrain 
Class 41           11/27/13 -   Chapter 20   Coastal Processes 
Class 42           12/02/13         Final Exam Review 
 
Final Exam  TBA    Chapters 1 through 20 
 
These lectures and class schedule may be covered as discreet topics and/or integrated with other topical 
areas in an order which is at the discretion of the professor. These and other topics may be expanded, 
elaborated, and/or modified at the discretion of the individual professor and is in no way intended to be 
comprehensive or all inclusive. Students may contact me through the Department of Political Science 
Office or by webmail.ucf.edu: Office Hours are by appointment.  
 
TESTING AND GRADING: 
There will be a total of three (3) multiple choice tests on readings from the textbook, lecture notes and 
classroom discussion, and one (1) cumulative multiple choice final exam (each worth 100 points for a total 
of 400 points).  
U.C.F. Photo ID cards must be shown when turning in each Exam. 
Make-up tests must be made by the class following the date of the missed test.  
 
Final Exam: The Final Exam will consist of 50 comprehensive multiple choice questions. Make-up test 
will not be granted for the Final Exam without documented extreme emergencies, the explicit 
consent of the professor, and in accordance with U.C.F. Policy.  Failure to take the Final Exam will 
result in a "0" grade for the Final.  The final course grade will be the average of Test 1, Test 2, Test 3, and 
the Final Exam grades. 







 
 
GRADING SCALE: 
 
GRADE  PERCENT   POINTS 
A   95 - 100    380 - 400  
A-  90 - 94       360 - 376 
B+  86.25 - 89        345 - 359 
B    83.25 - 86         333 - 344 
B-       79.25 - 8 3        317 - 332 
C+       76.25 - 79        305- 316 
C        73.25 - 76         293 - 304 
C-       79.25 - 73        277 - 292 
D+      66.25 - 69         265 - 276 
D       63.25 - 66         253 - 264 
D-      60 - 63          240 - 252 
F        < 60             239 
 
UCF POLICY - ATTENDANCE: Attendance policy as described in the UCF Student Catalog will be 
followed. Attendance will be taken each class period by recording the answers to a 10 question multiple  
choice Review Quiz on a PINK SCANTRON which will be collected at the end of each class.   
 
UCF Physical Geography Syllabus 








 SYLLABUS 
  FALLTERM 2013  
 Resource Geography GEO 2370 - 0001 
 Political Science Department 
 University of Central Florida 
 Mo We 10:30 - 11:45 Psy 0105 


Professor: John R. Swanson 
 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION:   
 
Classes begin Aug 19, 2013. Classes End Dec 2, 2013.  Final Exam TBA  
Analysis of basic principles and problems associated with development, use, conservation, and 
management of natural resources, with special emphasis on the United States. 
 
TEXTBOOK: 
 
Introduction to Geography: People, Places and Environment, Dahlman, Bergman and Renwick, 5th ed. 
Pearson, Prentice Hall. ISBN 13 978 0 321 69531 4 
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES: 
 
1. To provide the student with the basic principles associated with resource development and use. 
2. Students will learn about the use, conservation and management of natural resources. 
3. Define natural resources and become familiar with specific examples. 
4. Analyze the economic factors that control the use of natural resources. 
5. Investigate the political importance on natural resource issues. 
6. Examine the ecological effects of natural resource consumption. 
7. Debate the ethical implications of exploitation vs. conservation vs. preservation. 
8. Investigate the issues associated with agriculture, grazing, forestry, and biodiversity. 
9. Analyze the use of water resources. 
10. Understand the cultural factors that influence the use of natural resources. 
11. Investigate traditional and non-traditional energy resources. 
12. Investigate the possibility of sustainability. 
13.     Reciprocal discussions on selected environmental resource issues and topics. 
     
In addition to the specific course objectives mentioned above, the course will also reinforce the following 
competencies wholly or partially. 
 
Competency 1.  Think critically and make reasoned choices by acquiring, analyzing, synthesizing, and                                                          
   evaluating knowledge. 
 
Competency 2.  Read, listen, write, and speak effectively. 
 
Competency 3.  Understand and apply quantitative information to changing world circumstances. 
 
Competency 4.  Evaluate your own and other’s values from individual, cultural, and global perspectives. 
 
 
 







TEXTBOOK READINGS, LECTURES, AND EXAMS: 
 
Class 1     8/19/13             Introduction to Resources Geography   
Class 2     8/21/13       Environmental Models and Concepts 
Class 3     8/26/13       Earth's Resources and Environmental Protection 
Class 4     8/28/13       Chapter 9 Earth's Resources - Environmental Protection  
Class 5     9/04/13       Chapter 1 How The World Works. Describing The Earth 
Class 6     9/09/13       Chapter 2 Weather and Climate Landforms 
Class 7     9/16/13       Chapter 3 Landforms 
Class 8     9/18/13       Chapter 4 Biochemical Cycles and the Biosphere  
Class 9     9/23/13       Chapter 5 Population  and Migration 
Class 10    9/25/13       Test I 
Class 11    9/30/13       Chapter 6 Cultural Geography  
Class 12    10/02/13      Chapter 7 Cultural Geography - Languages and Religions 
Class 13    10/07/13      Chapter 8 The Human Food Supply 
Class 14    10/09/13      Test II 
Class 15    10/14/13      Chapters 10 -11  Cities and Urbanization - A World of States 
Class 16    10/16/13      Chapters 12- 13  Economic Growth - Global Challenges  
Class 17    10/21/13      Test III 
Class 18    10/23/13      Resources Geography Lab - Final Team Preparation for Projects 
Class 19    10/28/13      Due Date for Team Projects. Team Presentations Begin 
Class 20    10/30/13      Team Presentations 
Class 21    11/04/13      Team Presentations 
Class 22    11/06/13        Team Presentations  
Class 23    11/13/13      Team Presentations 
Class 24    11/18/13      Team Presentations 
Class 25    11/20/13      Team Presentations 
Class 26    11/25/13      Team Presentations 
Class 27    11/27/13      Team Presentations   
Class 28    12/02/13         Final Exam Review 
Class 29    TBA         Final Exam 
   
 
These lectures and class schedule may be covered as discreet topics and/or integrated with other topical 
areas in an order which is at the discretion of the professor. These and other topics may be expanded, 
elaborated, and/or modified at the discretion of the individual professor and is in no way intended to be 
comprehensive or all inclusive. Students may contact me through the Department of Political Science 
Office or by ucf e-mail. Office Hours by appointment.  
 
TEAMS: 
 
Students will be grouped into five (5) member teams. Each team will work as a unit discussing assignments, 
reviewing for exams, and preparing a research paper which will be organized around The Model For 
Studying A Resource. 
 
TEAM  PROJECTS: 
 
A team project will ask students to examine a contemporary natural resource issue from various academic 
disciplines and work in a coordinated effort to write a final report. The team will organize their report 
around the Model For Studying A Resource. (Below) The report will be in MLA Format, no longer than 
30 pages in length and be typed, double spaced with one inch margins, and bound. Due date for the 







written report is class number 20. Team presentations will begin with class 20 and continue through class 
29. The project will be assessed from the perspective of your peers as well as the professor. Each student 
must be an active participant in both the written and oral presentation to receive full credit for the activity. 
Thus, 20% of your course grade termed team presentation will be based upon your attendance and 
involvement in class discussion, your ability to interact with a group, your written report, and your 
presentation. Grading of the project will be based on the four competencies listed above.  Attendance is 
mandatory for each presentation. 
 
TESTING AND GRADING: 
There will be a total of three short answer essay and multiple choice tests on readings from the textbook, 
lecture notes and classroom discussion, and one cumulative multiple choice final exam (each worth 100 
points). Also, 100 possible points will be given for the written research assignment and class presentation. 
(25 group interaction, 50 written paper, and 25 presentation). Five hundred (500) possible points. 
Arrangements for Make-up tests must be made by the class following the date of the missed test. 
There will be no make-up tests for the Final Exam wihout documented extreme emergencies, the 
consent of the professor, and in accordance with UCF Policy.  
 
GRADING SCALE: 


 
GRADE       PERCENT      POINTS 
     A           95 - 100      475 - 500 


A-          90 - 94 450 - 474 
     B+          87 - 89       435 - 449 
     B           84 - 86        420 - 434 


B-          80 - 83 400 - 419 
     C+          77 - 79       385 - 399 
     C           74 - 76       370 - 384 


C-          70 - 73 350 - 369 
     D+          67 - 69       335 - 349 
     D           64 - 66        320 - 334 
     D-          60 - 63        300 - 319 
     F           < 60           < 300 


 
ATTENDANCE: 
It is important to be in attendance at each meeting of this class. Attendance is mandatory for all during the 
team presentations. Attendance policy as described in the UCF Student Catalog will be followed. 
 
UCF POLICY: 
All policies contained in the UCF Student Catalog will be followed. 
 
MODEL FOR STUDYING A RESOURCE: 
I Location and Physical Characteristics: Where Found, Perpetual, Renewable, Potential 
II Population: Who & How Used, Education, Age, Income, Gender, Culture, Political, Social 


Conditions 
III Economic: Issues, Ownership, Technology, Political, Scarcity, Supply/Demand, Substitution 
IV History: Changing Conditions , Political, Human/Nature, Conservation, Preservation, Exploitation 
V Problems and Prospects: Environmental, Economic, Local, Regional, National, Global, 


Space/Universe 
 
Parts I, II, III, and IV of the Model are factual information and require footnotes for your source. Part V. is 
your analysis and conclusion and must be in your own words. 








Politics of Developing Areas  
Fall 2013 


Course Information 


Course Name Politics of Developing Areas 
Course ID & Section CPO 3034 0W 59 


Credit Hours 3 
Semester/Year Fall 2013 


Location World Wide Web 


Instructor Contact 


Instructor Dr. Anca Turcu 
Office Online Canvas Conference 


Office Hours  
Wednesdays 12:45-2:45 PM EST via Canvas chat. If you have a scheduling 
conflict and cannot be online during office hours, feel free to e-mail me and we 
can make arrangements for an online discussion at a different time. 


E-mail 


• Anca.Turcu@ucf.edu 
• You may also e-mail me by using the Canvas e-mail/ messages system. I 


will use that system to send out updates, important messages or 
announcements. If you e-mail me, I will do my best to get back to you 
quickly, but I may take up to 48 hours to respond. Also, please note that 
I do not answer e-mails after business hours or during weekends. At the 
same time, I can only discuss your grades by using Canvas e-mail, but 
not via UCF , Knights or other e-mail. 


Academic and 
Content 
Related 


Questions 


If you have questions about the academic material or class content, do not 
hesitate to contact me! Questions, feedback or comments are all welcome. For 
technical questions please contact Canvas web support. 


  


Course Description 


This class explores the realities and major characteristics of developing areas, while providing an 
in-depth analysis of causes and consequences of different levels of development around the 
Globe. 
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Course Objectives 


On completing this course students will be able to: 


1. Describe the economic, political and institutional factors that cause uneven global 
development. 


2. Analyze the impact of globalization on current economic growth trends of developing 
countries. 


3. Discuss the link between colonialism and underdevelopment. 
4. Comprehend the contemporary debate over programs aimed at attaining sustainable 


development through investment rather than aid. 


Course Materials 


Required Texts  


• Politics and Culture in the Developing World, by Payne, Richard and Jamal Nassar; 
Longman-Pearson, 5th Edition 


• Developing World Annual Editions 2013/2014, by Griffiths, Robert J.; McGraw Hill, 
20th Edition  


Note: Political Science is a very dynamic subject matter. Due to ongoing elections and unfolding 
events, material we study is time sensitive and has to be constantly updated with the latest 
developments. This is why it is imperative that students use the textbook editions indicated 
above. Older editions will not provide the most up to date information and might negatively 
affect your answers and your grades. 


Other Materials: Documentaries and Clips 


For several modules in this class, you will be asked to watch documentaries, clips and other 
multimedia materials. Some of these clips will be available for free online via YouTube, 
PBS.org, TEDTalks and other sources. For others, you will have to use a "Netflix" subscription. I 
will provide details about these video materials in each individual module and provide you with 
links or a clear indication where you can find the material. Not viewing these clips is not an 
option, since they are a central part of the class and quizzes and the final assignment will draw 
on these materials quite extensively .  


 


 


 


 







Academic Calendar 


Week  Date  Module  Topic(s)  Readings  


Intro 
Week  


08/19-
25 


• Introductory 
Module  


• Introduction and class 
overview 


• Syllabus and 
Introductory 
Materials 


Week 
1  


08/26-
09/01 


• Module 1 • Government, Politics 
and Culture • P& N Ch. 1;  


Week 
2  


09/02- 
08 Module 2  Global Interdependence  P& N Ch. 2; Griffiths 


14, 24, 26  
Week 
3  


09/09- 
15 Module 3  Religion and Politics  P& N Ch. 3; Griffiths: 


31  


Week 
4  


09/16- 
22 Module 4  


• Nationalism, 
Colonialism & 
Independence; 


P& N Ch.4; Griffiths: 3, 
5.  


Week 
5  


09/23- 
29 Module 5  


• Global and Domestic 
Inequalities P& N Ch.5; Griffiths: 


8,9, 17  


Week 
6  


09/30-
10/06 Module 6  


• Challenges of 
Development P& N Ch. 6; Griffiths: 


1, 2, 41  


Week 
7  


10/07-
13 Module 7  • Costs of Development P& N Ch. 7; Griffiths: 


42, 43, 45  


Week 
8  


10/14- 
20 Module 8  


• Women in the 
Developing World P& N Ch. 8; Griffiths: 


46-50  


Week 
9  


10/21- 
27 Module 9  


• Transitions to 
Democracy and 
Human Rights 


P& N Ch. 9; Griffiths: 
4, 39  


Week 
10  


10/28-
11/03 Module 10  


• Political Leadership 
and State Capacity P& N Ch. 10; Griffiths: 


18, 28, 30, 35,  


Week 
11  


11/04-
10 Module 11  


• Ethnicity, Ethnic 
Conflict and Conflict 
Resolution 


P& N Ch. 11; Griffiths: 
19, 23, 25  


Week 
12  


11/11-
17 Module 12  • Migration P& N Ch. 12; Griffiths: 


44  
Week 11/18- Module 13  • Foreign Relations of P& N Ch. 13; Griffiths: 







13  24 the Developing 
Countries 


40  


Week 
14  


11/25-
12/02 None  Final Paper Due 12/02 at 


11:59PM  None  


Due Dates 


Quizzes: 
due weekly (starting with Week 1: 08/26-09/03) on Monday evenings by 11:59 PM EST 
EXCEPT for the Introductory Week and Week 14 


Final Paper: 
Final Paper requirements will be posted on the class website on Monday, 11/18, two 
weeks prior to the due date. The final paper will be due on Monday, 12/02 at 11:59PM. 
See below for submission details. 


Course Requirements 


Quizzes 


Weekly quizzes will test your knowledge of material from weekly modules, readings and clips or 
documentaries. You will have to answer multiple choice or true/ false questions. If you take all 
thirteen weekly quizzes, your lowest quiz score will be dropped at the end of class, leaving you 
with twelve quizzes, worth 5% of your grade each. That is, twelve quizzes will make up 60% of 
your final grade. If you miss a quiz, or fail to submit it on time, you will automatically be 
assigned a grade of 0 for that quiz. Quizzes will be available, with the rest of the content for each 
module, on the Monday of each week. Note that quizzes are timed— and may be taken only 
once. Each quiz will open at 8:00 AM every Monday morning, when new module contents 
become available. Each quiz will be due the Monday evening of the following week, at 11.59 
PM EST. Please avoid last minute submissions in order to avoid technical difficulties. After the 
quiz closes, I will release grades and correct answers and you will have one week to review your 
answers and let me know if you have questions regarding your grade. After that, quiz questions 
and answers will no longer be visible. No quizzes will be due for Intro Week and Week 14.  


Final Paper 


You will have to complete a final paper that will cover numerous topics discussed in the various 
modules. The final paper assignment will be posted on 11/18 and you will have until 12/02 at 
11:59 PM to complete and submit your work. The final paper must be submitted to: 
www.turnitin.com. Please create an account with this site using the class ID: 6688858 and the 
password: devfall13. This site is designed to help me identify plagiarism, so make sure to take all 
necessary measures needed to avoid plagiarism. If you are not sure what constitutes plagiarism 
and how to avoid it, take this UCF library 
tutorial: http://infolit.ucf.edu/students/modules/#article116 Students who plagiarize will receive 
and automatic FZ grade for the entire class. Please allow for plenty of time to complete the 
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assignment, so that you avoid last minute submissions and the technical difficulties that 
sometimes accompany them. Assignments submitted late will be penalized by 10 points/24 
hours, up to (but no later than) 72 hours post due date. Assignments submitted more then 72 post 
due date will no longer be accepted. 


Missed Assignments/Make-Ups 


No extensions will be granted if you fail to submit your work due to technical difficulties. 
Should you encounter technical problems, please contact Canvas web support. I cannot help you 
with technical issues. Also, please keep in mind that you are solely responsible if you fail to 
submit a quiz or an assignment due to technical difficulties, save for a major natural disaster (i.e. 
a hurricane). In the event of a hurricane, which causes power outages and evacuations, do not 
panic about your online assignments. Your safety and that of your family is your first priority. 
When power is restored, contact me. I will work with individual students to determine the best 
course of action. Remember, your professor could be experiencing the same or similar problems 
in the event of a hurricane! Other circumstances, which may be considered "unavoidable", 
include medical emergencies. Pertinent documentation, deemed acceptable by the professor, will 
be required for any delayed assignment. If you miss an assignment due to illness, e-mail me 
(scan) an official notification form a doctor or hospital at the latest a week after due date, in 
order to be allowed to make up missed work. 


Evaluation and Grading 


Assignment Percentage of Grade 
Quizzes (12) 60 
Final Paper 40 
Total 100 


Grading Scale 


Letter Grade Points 
A 93 – 100 
A- 90 – 92 
B+ 87 – 89 
B 83 – 86 
B- 80 – 82 
C+ 77 – 79 
C 73 – 76 
C- 70 – 72 
D+ 67 – 69 
D 63 – 66 
D- 60 – 62 







F 59 and below 


Grading Formula 


(final paper *.40) + [(sum of twelve highest scoring quizzes/12) *.60]= final grade 


Attendance Policy 


This course is web-based, fully online and considered a "W" course. Students are expected to 
fully participate in all online activities and to complete all assignments by the due dates. 


Participation and a timely completion of work and assignments are both considered similar to 
attendance in a face-to-face class. Assignments that are not turned into Canvas by the due date, 
will receive 0 points. 


Academic Honesty 


Students must demonstrate a high level of responsibility and academic honesty. Because the 
value of an academic degree depends upon the absolute integrity of the work done by the student 
for that degree, it is imperative that a student demonstrate a high standard of individual honor in 
his or her scholastic work. 


Scholastic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, statements, acts or omissions related to 
applications for enrollment or the award of a degree, and/or the submission as one’s own work or 
material that is not one’s own. As a general rule, scholastic dishonesty involves one of the 
following acts: cheating, plagiarism, self-plagiarism, collusion and/or falsifying academic 
records. 


If you are not sure what constitutes plagiarism and how to avoid it, take the UCF library tutorial. 


Students who cheat, plagiarize, falsify records or practice any other form of academic dishonesty 
will receive an automatic FZ grade for the class. 


Disability Statement 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all 
persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students 
with disabilities who need accommodations in this course must contact the professor at the 
beginning of the semester to discuss needed accommodations. No accommodations will be 
provided until the student has contacted Student Disabilities Services, and the professor, in order 
to request accommodations. Students who need accommodations must be registered with Student 
Disability Services, Student Resource Center Room 132, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only 
phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting accommodations from the professor. 


 







Copyright 


This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, images, text 
materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use doctrine in order to 
enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, download or distribute these 
items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for this online classroom environment and 
your use only. All copyright materials are credited to the copyright holder. 


Third-Party Software and FERPA 


During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or software 
applications sometimes called third-party software such as a blog or wiki. While some of these 
could be required assignments, you need not make any personally identifying information on a 
public site. Do not post or provide any private information about yourself or your classmates. 
Where appropriate you may use a pseudonym or nickname. Some written assignments posted 
publicly may require personal reflection/comments, but the assignments will not require you to 
disclose any personally identity-sensitive information. If you have any concerns about this, 
please contact your instructor. 


Religious Holidays 


The University of Central Florida welcomes diversity of religious beliefs and practices, 
recognizing the contributions differing experiences and viewpoints can bring to the community. 
There may be times when an academic or work requirement conflicts with religious observances 
and practices. If that happens, students may request reasonable accommodation of their religious 
practices. In all cases, you must put your request in writing and present it to the instructor at the 
beginning of the semester. The instructor or supervisor will review the situation in an effort to 
provide a reasonable accommodation when possible to do so without fundamentally altering a 
course or creating an undue burden for the department. 


E-mail Protocols 


E-mail will be an integral part of this course. Make sure you: Check your e-mail at least once 
every 48 hours during regular business hours (more often is better). 


Be patient. Don’t expect an immediate response when you send a message. Generally, two days 
is considered reasonable amount of time to receive a reply. Please not that your professor only 
checks and answers to e-mails during regular business hours. 


Include “Subject” headings: use something that is descriptive and refer to a particular assignment 
or topic. 


Be courteous and considerate. Being honest and expressing yourself freely is very important, but 
being considerate of others online is just as important as in the classroom. 







Make every effort to be clear. Online communication lacks the nonverbal cues that fill in much 
of the meaning in face-to-face communication. 


Do not use all caps. This makes the message very hard to read and is considered “shouting.” 
Check spelling, grammar, and punctuation (you may want to compose in a word processor, then 
cut and paste the message into the discussion or e-mail). 


Break up large blocks of text into paragraphs and use a space between paragraphs. 


Sign your e-mail messages. 


Never assume that your e-mail can be read by no one except yourself; others may be able to read 
or access your mail. Never send or keep anything that you would mind seeing on the evening 
news. 


Disclaimer 


Please note that the academic calendar, policies, procedures and assignments listed in this 
syllabus are subject to change at the discretion of the professor.  
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Comparative Politics 
Fall 2013 


Course Information 


Course Name  Comparative Politics 
Course ID & Section CPO 3103 0W 59 


Credit Hours  3 
Semester/Year  Fall 2013 


Location World Wide Web 


Instructor Contact 


Instructor  Dr. Anca Turcu 
Office  Online through Canvas Chat Tab 


Office Hours Thursdays 8:00-10:00 AM EST . 


E-mail  


Anca.Turcu@ucf.edu  


You may also e-mail me by using the Canvas e-mail/ message system. I will 
use that system to send out updates, important messages or announcements. If 
you e-mail me, I will do my best to get back to you quickly, but I may take up 
to 48 hours to respond. Please note that I do only respond to e-mail during 
regular business hours.  


Academic and 
Content Related 


Questions 


If you have questions about the academic material or class content, do not 
hesitate to contact me! Questions, feedback or comments are all welcome. 
For non-academic (not course content related questions), please see below. 


Other Contact 
Information 


If you have questions regarding technical support or any other non-academic, 
non course content related issues, you have to seek help through the technical 
support link on the class Home Page.  


Course Description 


This class will explore the government and politics of a number of countries around the Globe 
while providing a comparative insight into the institutions, electoral systems and processes that 
are specific to their governments. We will also examine historical contexts, political culture, 
social realities and policy outcomes specific to each country. 
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Course Objectives 


On completing this course students will be able to: 


1. describe and analyze differences between the institutions and governmental systems of 
different countries  


2. discuss the implications of different electoral systems for institutional change  
3. comprehend traits of political culture and current developments in different countries 
4. analyze the impact of institutions and government policies upon the democratization 


process in each country 


Required Text and MyPolisciLab 


• "Comparative Politics" by David J. Samuels, Pearson Education, 1st edition, 2012 


Note: Political Science texts change significantly from one edition to the next, as elections and 
current events reshape institutions and societies. Thus, it is imperative that you purchase the 
edition listed above. 


Other Materials: Documentaries and Clips 


For some modules in this class, you will be asked to watch documentaries, clips and other 
multimedia materials. Most of these clips will be available for free online via YouTube, PBS.org, 
TEDTalks and other sources. But, some documentaries might only be available on for-pay web 
streaming services providers such as Netflix or Amazon Instant Video. If that will be the case, I 
will at that time ask you to subscribe to those services. That means that for now you should not 
subscribe to these providers, but wait for my prompt to do so during the semester. I will provide 
further details about these video materials in each individual module and provide you with links 
or a clear indication where you can find the material. Not viewing these documentaries or clips is 
not an option, since they are a central part of the class and quizzes and the written assignments 
will draw on these materials quite extensively. 


• "MyPolisciLab" is a supplemental web page to the text listed above. You will have to 
purchase access to this web page in order to gain access to material what will be utilized 
in class. Please read the information about MyPolisciLab provided below (Information 
about MyPolisciLab) very carefully .  


Important Information About MyPolisciLab 


MyPolisciLab is a website that accompanies the textbook assigned in this class. The website 
contains numerous tools that will help you understand and master the material presented in this 
class. The site contains the Samuels book e-text and audio version, as well as flashcards, chapter 
overviews, preparatory quizzes and multimedia materials. Assignments and quizzes will 
oftentimes draw on the material presented on MyPolisciLab. So, please make sure you purchase 
access to the site.  







You can purchase access to MyPolisciLab by bundling it with the print edition of the textbook 
(ask UCF library for clarification), but you can also purchase it online and use the e-text version 
of the textbook.  


In order to access and buy MyPolisciLab online, go to: www.MyPolisciLab.com. Under 
“register” and "need access", click on "student", click on "I need to buy access", click on 
"Comparative Politics", click on the GREY book (Samuels-Comparative Politics), click "ok", 
then click "I accept". The class ID you will need to enter is: cm373103. You will see the 
purchase price and follow the prompts to pay. If you buy the bundle at the UCF bookstore, you 
will be given instructions on how to access the website through the bundle. 


Important: about MyPolisciLab quizzes. All quizzes listed on MyPolisciLab will be considered 
preparatory quizzes for the purposes of this class. This means that quizzes on the MyPolisciLab 
website will not be counted towards your final grade. Only quizzes on Canvas will be counted 
towards your final grade.  


Academic Calendar 


Week Module Topic(s) Readings 
Intro Week  


(08/19-
25) 


Introductory 
Module  


Introduction and 
class overview  Syllabus  


Week 1 
(08/26-
09/ 01) 


Module 1 Doing Comparative Politics Samuels Ch.1  


Week 2 
(09/02- 
08) 


Module 2 The State  Samuels Ch.2  


Week 3 
(09/09- 
15) 


Module 3 Democratic Political 
Regimes  Samuels Ch. 3 


Week 4 
(09/16- 
22) 


Module 4 Non-Democratic Political 
Regimes Samuels Ch.4  


Week 5 
(09/23-
29) 


Module 5 Regime Change Samuels Ch. 5 


Week 6 
(09/30-
10/06) 


Module 6 Political Identity Samuels Ch. 6 


Week 7 
(10/07- 
13) 


Module 7 Religion and Politics Samuels Ch.7  


Week 8 Module 8 Gender and Politics Samuels Ch. 8 







(10/14-
20) 


Week 9 
(10/21-
27) 


Module 9 Collective Action Samuels Ch. 9 


Week 10 
(10/28-
11/03) 


Module 10 Political Violence Samuels Ch. 10 


Week 11 
(11/04-
10) 


Module 11 Political Economy and 
Development Samuels Ch. 11 


Week 12 
(11/11-
17) 


Module 12 The Political Economy of 
Redistribution Samuels Ch. 12 


Week 13 
(11/18-
24) 


Module 13 Globalization Samuels Ch. 13 


Week 14 
(11/25-
12/02) 


Module 14 Final Project Complete your Final 
Project by 12/02 


    


Course Requirements 


Weekly Assignments Thirteen weekly assignments (starting with week 1 08/26-09/03) will test 
your knowledge of the material from the module covered during each week. These weekly 
assignments may be quizzes (timed), short response papers, online discussions or other 
assignments. Your lowest scoring weekly assignment will be dropped at the end of class, leaving 
you with twelve weekly assignment scores, worth 5% of your grade each. That is, twelve weekly 
assignments will make up 60% of your final grade. If you miss a weekly assignment, or fail to 
submit it on time, you will automatically be assigned a grade of 0 for that assignment. 
Assignments will be available, with the rest of the content for each module, on the Monday of 
each week and will close by the Monday evening (at 11.59 PM EST), of the following week. If 
the weekly assignment happens to be a quiz, note that quizzes are timed and may be taken only 
once. If the weekly assignment is a written paper, note that all written assignments must be 
submitted to: www.turnitin.com. Please create an account with this site using the class ID: 
6699773 and the password: cpofall13. This site is designed to help me identify plagiarism, so 
make sure to take all necessary measures needed to avoid plagiarism. If you are not sure what 
constitutes plagiarism and how to avoid it, take this UCF library 
tutorial:http://infolit.ucf.edu/students/modules/#article116 Students who cheat, commit 
plagiarism or engage in any other type of dishonest academic behavior will fail the class, (will 
receive an F grade) and will also be subject to disciplinary proceedings. Please review the UCF 
Golden Rule: http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/ Please allow for plenty of time to complete each 
weekly assignment, so that you avoid last minute submissions and the technical difficulties that 
sometimes accompany them. Late submission of weekly assignment will not be allowed. After 







the weekly assignment closes, I will release grades and correct answers and you will have one 
week to review your answers and let me know if you have questions regarding your grade. After 
that, weekly assignment questions and answers will no longer be visible. No weekly assignments 
will be due for Intro Week and Week 14.  


Final Written Project: Students will have to submit a final written project by Monday, 12/02 at 
11:59 PM EST. This project will be worth 40% of your final grade. The assignment for the final 
project will be posted online on Monday, 11/18. Turnitin.com should be used for submission, as 
described above. The final assignment should not be submitted late and will incur a 10 points 
penalty for every 24 hour delay post due date. Any missed assignment will be given a grade of 0. 
Cheating and plagiarism rules apply to this assignment as explained above. 


Due Dates 


Weekly assignments: due weekly (starting with week 1: 08/26-09/03) on Monday evenings by 
11:59 PM EST EXCEPT for the Introductory Week and Week 14 


Final project: due by 12/02 2013 at 11:59 PM EST  


Missed Assignments/Make-Ups 


I will not grant extensions if you fail to submit your work due to technical difficulties. You are 
solely responsible if you fail to submit a quiz or an assignment due to technical difficulties, save 
for a major natural disaster (i.e. a hurricane). In the event of a hurricane, which causes power 
outages and evacuations, do not panic about your online assignments. Your safety and that of 
your family is your first priority. When power is restored, contact me and I will work with you to 
determine the best course of action. Other circumstances, which may be considered 
"unavoidable", include medical or legal emergencies. Pertinent, official documentation, will be 
required if you plan on requesting to make up a quiz or assignment due to unavoidable 
circumstances. You have to submit such documentation no later than a week after the due date of 
the missed assignment has passed. Documentation submitted after that date will not be deemed 
acceptable. 


Evaluation and Grading 


Assignment Percentage of Grade 
Weekly Assignments  60% 
Final Project (1) 40% 
Total 100% 


 


 







 


Grading Scale 


Letter Grade Points 
A 93 – 100 
A- 90 – 92 
B+ 87 – 89 
B 83 – 86 
B- 80 – 82 
C+ 77 – 79 
C 73 – 76 
C- 70 – 72 
D+ 67 – 69 
D 63 – 66 
D- 60 – 62 
F 59 and below 


Grading Formula 


(final project*.40) + [(sum of 12 highest scoring weekly assignments assignments/12) *.60] = 
final grade 


Attendance Policy 


This course is web-based, fully online and considered a "W" course. Students are expected to 
fully participate in all online activities and to complete all assignments by the due dates. 


Participation and a timely completion of work and assignments are both considered similar to 
attendance in a face-to-face class. Assignments that are not turned into Canvas before the due 
date, will receive 0 points. Missed quizzes cannot be retaken. 


Academic Honesty 


Students must demonstrate a high level of responsibility and academic honesty and must respect 
the Golden Rule. Because the value of an academic degree depends upon the absolute integrity 
of the work done by the student for that degree, it is imperative that a student demonstrate a high 
standard of individual honor in his or her scholastic work. 


Scholastic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, statements, acts or omissions related to 
applications for enrollment or the award of a degree, and/or the submission as one’s own work or 
material that is not one’s own. As a general rule, scholastic dishonesty involves one of the 







following acts: cheating, plagiarism, self-plagiarism, collusion and/or falsifying academic 
records. 


If you are not sure what constitutes plagiarism and how to avoid it, take this UCF library 
tutorial: http://infolit.ucf.edu/students/modules/#article116 


Students who cheat, plagiarize, self-plagiarize, falsify records or practice any other form of 
academic dishonesty will receive an automatic FZ grade for the class and will be referred to the 
university for further disciplinary action. 


Disability Statement 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all 
persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students 
with disabilities who need accommodations in this course must contact the professor at the 
beginning of the semester to discuss needed accommodations. No accommodations will be 
provided until the student has met with the professor to request accommodations. Students who 
need accommodations must be registered with Student Disability Services, Student Resource 
Center Room 132, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before 
requesting accommodations from the professor. 


Viruses 


A virus can spell disaster. Your use of a reputable anti-virus program is a requirement for 
participation in this course (good ones include McAfee or Norton). 


Also, back up your files: “My hard drive crashed.” “My modem doesn’t work.” “My printer is 
out of ink.” These are today’s equivalents of “My dog ate my homework.” These events really do 
occur and they are really inconvenient when they do. However, these are not valid excuses for 
failing to get your work in on time. 


E-mail Protocols 


E-mail will be an integral part of this course. Make sure you: Check your e-mail at least once 
every 48 hours during regular business hours (more often is better). 


Be patient. Don’t expect an immediate response when you send a message. Generally, two days 
is considered reasonable amount of time to receive a reply. Please not that your professor only 
checks and answers to e-mails during regular business hours. 


Include “Subject” headings: use something that is descriptive and refer to a particular assignment 
or topic. 


Be courteous and considerate. Being honest and expressing yourself freely is very important, but 
being considerate of others online is just as important as in the classroom. 



http://infolit.ucf.edu/students/modules/#article116
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Make every effort to be clear. Online communication lacks the nonverbal cues that fill in much 
of the meaning in face-to-face communication. 


Do not use all caps. This makes the message very hard to read and is considered “shouting.” 
Check spelling, grammar, and punctuation (you may want to compose in a word processor, then 
cut and paste the message into the discussion or e-mail). 


Break up large blocks of text into paragraphs and use a space between paragraphs. 


Sign your e-mail messages. 


Never assume that your e-mail can be read by no one except yourself; others may be able to read 
or access your mail. Never send or keep anything that you would mind seeing on the evening 
news. 


Copyright 


This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, images, text 
materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use doctrine in order to 
enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, download or distribute these 
items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for this online classroom environment and 
your use only. All copyright materials are credited to the copyright holder. 


Technical Assistance 


For specific problems in any of the areas below or for further information go to the 
corresponding link for assistance. 


UCF Home Page will help find UCF resources.  


UCF Service Desk – You can also call the Service Desk at 407-823-5117. 


Learning Online This site provides information on study skills for distance learners, the library 
and the writing center. 


Buying a new computer or upgrading your current equipment – http://www.cstore.ucf.edu/ 


Technical Discussion Topic: If you have technical questions and/or problems, please post a 
message to the Technical Discussion Topic. I encourage members of the class who are 
technically proficient to also monitor this discussion topic and assist your classmates. 


If your equipment problems prevent you from using e-mail from home, there are many computer 
labs on campus and virtually every public library offers Internet access. 


 







Third-Party Software and FERPA 


During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or software 
applications sometimes called third-party software such as a blog or wiki. While some of these 
could be required assignments, you need not make any personally identifying information on a 
public site. Do not post or provide any private information about yourself or your classmates. 
Where appropriate you may use a pseudonym or nickname. Some written assignments posted 
publicly may require personal reflection/comments, but the assignments will not require you to 
disclose any personally identity-sensitive information. If you have any concerns about this, 
please contact your instructor. 


Important Disclaimer 


These descriptions and timelines are subject to change at the discretion of the professor. I will 
provide notification of such changes in a timely manner. 
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Politics of Eastern Europe  
Fall 2013 


Course Information 


Course Name  Politics of Eastern Europe  
Course ID & Section CPO 3614 0W 59 


Credit Hours  3 
Semester/Year  Fall 2013 


Location World Wide Web 


Instructor Contact 


Instructor  Dr. Anca Turcu 
Office  Online through Canvas Chat Tab 


Office Hours Friday 8:00 AM-10:00 AM EST  


E-mail  


anca.turcu@ucf.edu 


You may also e-mail me by using the Canvas e-mail/ message system. I will 
use that system to send out updates, important messages or announcements. 
If you e-mail me, I will do my best to get back to you quickly, but I may take 
up to 48 hours to respond. Please note that I do only respond to e-mail during 
regular business hours.  


Academic and 
Content Related 


Questions 


If you have questions about the academic material or class content, do not 
hesitate to contact me! Questions, feedback or comments are all welcome. 
For non-academic (not course content related questions), please see below. 


Other Contact 
Information 


If you have questions regarding technical support or any other non-academic, 
non course content related issues, you have to seek help through the technical 
support link on the class Home Page.  


Course Description 


This class will explore the government and politics of Eastern European countries, while 
providing a comparative insight into the institutions, electoral systems and processes that are 
specific to their governments. We will also examine historical contexts, political culture, social 
realities and policy outcomes specific to each country. 


 


 







Course Objectives 


On completing this course students will be able to: 


1. discuss the historical roots and ideological teachings of Marxism, Marxism-Leninism, 
Socialism and Communism  


2. understand the impact of communist rule on Eastern European countries 
3. analyze the impact of the transition to market economy and democracy on the institutions 


and government policies upon the democratization process in each country 
4. discuss the impact of EU and NATO membership on Eastern European countries 
5. describe and compare institutions, policies and political culture in various Eastern 


European countries  


Required Texts 


• "Central and Eastern European Politics: From Communism to Democracy" by Sharon L. 
Wolchik (Editor), Jane L. Curry (Editor); Second Edition; Published 2010; ISBN 10: 
0742567346; ISBN 13: 978-0742567344  


• "Communism and its Collapse" by Stephen White; First Edition; Published 2001. ISBN 
10: 0415171806; ISBN 13: 978-0415171809 


Note: Political Science texts change significantly from one edition to the next, as elections and 
current events reshape institutions and societies. Thus, it is imperative that you purchase the 
edition listed above. 


Other Materials: Documentaries and Clips 


For some modules in this class, you will be asked to watch documentaries, clips and other 
multimedia materials. Most of these clips will be available for free online via YouTube, PBS.org, 
TEDTalks and other sources. But, some documentaries might only be available on for-pay web 
streaming services providers such as Netflix or Amazon Instant Video. If that will be the case, I 
will at that time ask you to subscribe to those services. That means that for now you should not 
subscribe to these providers, but wait for my prompt to do so during the semester. I will provide 
further details about these video materials in each individual module and provide you with links 
or a clear indication where you can find the material. Not viewing these documentaries or clips is 
not an option, since they are a central part of the class and quizzes and the written projects will 
draw on these materials quite extensively. 


 


 


 


 







Academic Calendar 


Week Module Topic(s) Readings 
Intro Week  


(08/19-
25) 


Introductory 
Module  


Introduction and Class 
Overview  Syllabus  


Week 1 
(08/26-
09/ 01) 


Module 1 
Communism Defined; The 
Establishment of Communist 
Rule in Eastern Europe 


Wolchik and Curry: Ch.1 
(Page 3-13); White 
Chapters 1 & 2  


Week 2 
(09/02- 
08) 


Module 2 Communist Rule in Eastern 
Europe: 1950s-1980s  


Wolchik and Curry: Ch.1 
(Page 13-21); White 
Chapters 3, 4 & 5  


Week 3 
(09/09- 
15) 


Module 3 The Collapse of Communism  
Wolchik and Curry: Ch.1 
(Page 21-27); White 
Chapters 6,7 & 8  


Week 4 
(09/16- 
22) 


Module 4 
Political and Economic 
Transitions; Expansion of 
Democracy 


Wolchik and Curry: Chs. 
2, 3 & 4 


Week 5 
(09/23-
29) 


Module 5 
Midterm Project: Complete and 
Submit Midterm Project by 
9/30  


None 


Week 6 
(09/30-
10/06) 


Module 6 EU and NATO Accession: The 
Role of International Actors 


Wolchik and Curry: Chs. 
6 & 7 


Week 7 
(10/07- 
13) 


Module 7 Case Study: Poland Wolchik and Curry: Ch.8  


Week 8 
(10/14-
20) 


Module 8 Case Study The Czech and 
Slovak Republics Wolchik and Curry: Ch.9 


Week 9 
(10/21-
27) 


Module 9 Case Study: Hungary Wolchik and Curry: 
Ch.10 


Week 10 
(10/28-
11/03) 


Module 10 Case Study: The Baltic States Wolchik and Curry: 
Ch.11  


Week 11 
(11/04-
10) 


Module 11 Case Studies: Bulgaria and 
Romania  


Wolchik and Curry: 
Chs.12 & 14 


Week 12 
(11/11-
17) 


Module 12 Final Project: Complete and 
Submit Final Project by 11/18  None 


Week 13 Module 13 Case Study: Former Wolchik and Curry: Ch. 







(11/18-
24) 


Yugoslavia 13  


Week 14 
(11/25-
12/02) 


Module 14 Case Study: Ukraine & 
Conclusion 


Wolchik and Curry: Chs. 
15 & 17  


    


Course Requirements 


Weekly Quizzes Twelve weekly quizzes (starting with week 1 08/26-09/03) will test your 
knowledge of the material from the module covered during each week. Your two lowest scoring 
weekly quizzes will be dropped at the end of class, leaving you with ten weekly quiz scores, 
worth 6% of your grade each. That is, ten weekly quizzes will make up 60% of your final grade. 
If you miss a weekly quiz, or fail to submit it on time, you will automatically be assigned a grade 
of 0 for that quiz. Quizzes will be available, with the rest of the content for each module, on the 
Monday of each week and will close by the Monday evening (at 11.59 PM EST), of the 
following week. Note that quizzes are timed and may be taken only once. After a quiz closes, I 
will release grades and correct answers and you will have one week to review your answers and 
let me know if you have questions regarding your grade. After that, quiz questions and correct 
answers will no longer be visible. Note that no quizzes will be due for the Introductory Week, 
Week 5 and Week 12. 


Written Projects: Students will have to submit two written projects: a Midterm Project and a 
Final Project. These two projects will be worth 40% of your final grade (20% each). For the 
Midterm Project, the assignment will be posted on Monday, 09/16 and will be due on Monday, 
09/30 by 11:59 PM. The assignment for the Final Project will be posted on Monday, 11/04 and 
will be due on Monday, 11/18 at 11:59 PM. Note that both written assignments must be 
submitted to: www.turnitin.com. Please create an account with this site using the class ID: 
6726140 and the password: Eastfall13. This site is designed to help me identify plagiarism, so 
make sure to take all necessary measures needed to avoid plagiarism. If you are not sure what 
constitutes plagiarism and how to avoid it, take this UCF library tutorial 
:http://infolit.ucf.edu/students/modules/#article116 Students who cheat, commit plagiarism or 
engage in any other type of dishonest academic behavior will fail the class, (will receive an FZ 
grade) and will also be subject to disciplinary proceedings. Please review the UCF Golden Rule: 
http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/ Please allow for plenty of time to complete each assignment, so 
that you avoid last minute submissions and the technical difficulties that sometimes accompany 
them. Assignments should not be submitted late and will incur a 10 points penalty for every 24 
hour delay post due date. Any missed assignment will be given a grade of 0.  


Due Dates 


Weekly quizzes: due weekly (starting with week 1: 08/26-09/03) on Monday evenings by 11:59 
PM EST EXCEPT for the Introductory Week, Week 5 and Week 12 


Midterm Project: due by 09/30 2013 at 11:59 PM EST  







Final Project: due by 11/18 2013 at 11:59 PM EST  


Missed Assignments/Make-Ups 


I will not grant extensions if you fail to submit your work due to technical difficulties. You are 
solely responsible if you fail to submit a quiz or an assignment due to technical difficulties, save 
for a major natural disaster (i.e. a hurricane). In the event of a hurricane, which causes power 
outages and evacuations, do not panic about your online assignments. Your safety and that of 
your family is your first priority. When power is restored, contact me and I will work with you to 
determine the best course of action. Other circumstances, which may be considered 
"unavoidable", include medical or legal emergencies. Pertinent, official documentation, will be 
required if you plan on requesting to make up a quiz or assignment due to unavoidable 
circumstances. You have to submit such documentation no later than a week after the due date of 
the missed assignment has passed. Documentation submitted after that date will not be deemed 
acceptable. 


Evaluation and Grading 


Assignment Percentage of Grade 
Weekly Assignments (12) 60% 
Midterm Project  20% 
Final Project  20% 
Total 100% 


Grading Scale 


Letter Grade Points 
A 93 – 100 
A- 90 – 92 
B+ 87 – 89 
B 83 – 86 
B- 80 – 82 
C+ 77 – 79 
C 73 – 76 
C- 70 – 72 
D+ 67 – 69 
D 63 – 66 
D- 60 – 62 
F 59 and below 


 







Grading Formula 


(midterm project*.20) + (final project*.20) + [(sum of 10 highest scoring weekly assignments 
assignments/10) *.60] = final grade 


Attendance Policy 


This course is web-based, fully online and considered a "W" course. Students are expected to 
fully participate in all online activities and to complete all assignments by the due dates. 


Participation and a timely completion of work and assignments are both considered similar to 
attendance in a face-to-face class. Assignments that are not turned into Canvas before the due 
date, will receive 0 points. Missed quizzes cannot be retaken. 


Academic Honesty 


Students must demonstrate a high level of responsibility and academic honesty and must respect 
the Golden Rule. Because the value of an academic degree depends upon the absolute integrity 
of the work done by the student for that degree, it is imperative that a student demonstrate a high 
standard of individual honor in his or her scholastic work. 


Scholastic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, statements, acts or omissions related to 
applications for enrollment or the award of a degree, and/or the submission as one’s own work or 
material that is not one’s own. As a general rule, scholastic dishonesty involves one of the 
following acts: cheating, plagiarism, self-plagiarism, collusion and/or falsifying academic 
records. 


If you are not sure what constitutes plagiarism and how to avoid it, take this UCF library 
tutorial: http://infolit.ucf.edu/students/modules/#article116 


Students who cheat, plagiarize, self-plagiarize, falsify records or practice any other form of 
academic dishonesty will receive an automatic FZ grade for the class and will be referred to the 
university for further disciplinary action. 


Disability Statement 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all 
persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students 
with disabilities who need accommodations in this course must contact the professor at the 
beginning of the semester to discuss needed accommodations. No accommodations will be 
provided until the student has met with the professor to request accommodations. Students who 
need accommodations must be registered with Student Disability Services, Student Resource 
Center Room 132, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before 
requesting accommodations from the professor. 



http://infolit.ucf.edu/students/modules/#article116
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Viruses 


A virus can spell disaster. Your use of a reputable anti-virus program is a requirement for 
participation in this course (good ones include McAfee or Norton). 


Also, back up your files: “My hard drive crashed.” “My modem doesn’t work.” “My printer is 
out of ink.” These are today’s equivalents of “My dog ate my homework.” These events really do 
occur and they are really inconvenient when they do. However, these are not valid excuses for 
failing to get your work in on time. 


E-mail Protocols 


E-mail will be an integral part of this course. Make sure you: Check your e-mail at least once 
every 48 hours during regular business hours (more often is better). 


Be patient. Don’t expect an immediate response when you send a message. Generally, two days 
is considered reasonable amount of time to receive a reply. Please not that your professor only 
checks and answers to e-mails during regular business hours. 


Include “Subject” headings: use something that is descriptive and refer to a particular assignment 
or topic. 


Be courteous and considerate. Being honest and expressing yourself freely is very important, but 
being considerate of others online is just as important as in the classroom. 


Make every effort to be clear. Online communication lacks the nonverbal cues that fill in much 
of the meaning in face-to-face communication. 


Do not use all caps. This makes the message very hard to read and is considered “shouting.” 
Check spelling, grammar, and punctuation (you may want to compose in a word processor, then 
cut and paste the message into the discussion or e-mail). 


Break up large blocks of text into paragraphs and use a space between paragraphs. 


Sign your e-mail messages. 


Never assume that your e-mail can be read by no one except yourself; others may be able to read 
or access your mail. Never send or keep anything that you would mind seeing on the evening 
news. 


Copyright 


This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, images, text 
materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use doctrine in order to 
enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, download or distribute these 







items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for this online classroom environment and 
your use only. All copyright materials are credited to the copyright holder. 


Technical Assistance 


For specific problems in any of the areas below or for further information go to the 
corresponding link for assistance. 


UCF Home Page will help find UCF resources.  


UCF Service Desk – You can also call the Service Desk at 407-823-5117. 


Learning Online This site provides information on study skills for distance learners, the library 
and the writing center. 


Buying a new computer or upgrading your current equipment – http://www.cstore.ucf.edu/ 


Technical Discussion Topic: If you have technical questions and/or problems, please post a 
message to the Technical Discussion Topic. I encourage members of the class who are 
technically proficient to also monitor this discussion topic and assist your classmates. 


If your equipment problems prevent you from using e-mail from home, there are many computer 
labs on campus and virtually every public library offers Internet access. 


Third-Party Software and FERPA 


During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or software 
applications sometimes called third-party software such as a blog or wiki. While some of these 
could be required assignments, you need not make any personally identifying information on a 
public site. Do not post or provide any private information about yourself or your classmates. 
Where appropriate you may use a pseudonym or nickname. Some written assignments posted 
publicly may require personal reflection/comments, but the assignments will not require you to 
disclose any personally identity-sensitive information. If you have any concerns about this, 
please contact your instructor. 


Important Disclaimer 


These descriptions and timelines are subject to change at the discretion of the professor. I will 
provide notification of such changes in a timely manner. 
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Immigration Policy 
Fall 2013 


Course Information 


Course Name Immigration Policy 
Course ID & Section INR 4074 0W 59 


Credit Hours 3 
Semester/Year Fall 2013 


Location World Wide Web 


Instructor Contact 


Instructor  Dr. Anca Turcu 
Office  Online through Canvas Chat Tab 


Office Hours Thursday 10:00AM-12:00PM EST  


E-mail  


Anca.Turcu@ucf.edu  


You may also e-mail me by using the Canvas e-mail/ message system. I will 
use that system to send out updates, important messages or announcements. If 
you e-mail me, I will do my best to get back to you quickly, but I may take 
up to 48 hours to answer. Please note that I answer e-mails during regular 
business hours only.  


 
Academic and 


Content Related 
Questions 


If you have questions about the academic material or class content, do not 
hesitate to contact me! Questions, feedback or comments are all welcome. 
For non-academic (not course content related questions), please see below. 


Other Contact 
Information 


If you have questions regarding technical support or any other non-academic, 
non course content related issues, you have to seek help through the technical 
support link on the class Home Page.  


Course Description 


Immigration policy is currently the object of much controversy and debate in the United States. 
The aim of this class is to put this debate in context, while focusing on the history, creation, 
objectives, implementation and outcomes of immigration policies. 


 


 



mailto:Anca.Turcu@ucf.edu?subject=CPO3103





Course Objectives 


On completing this course students will be able to: 


1. Describe the main characteristics of US immigration policy 
2. Discuss the history of US immigration and immigration policies 
3. Discuss the factors that inform contemporary immigration policy 
4. Distinguish between the myths and the realities of the contemporary immigration debate 
5. Understand economic, foreign policy and homeland security implications of the 


immigration process 
6. Analyze the strengths and shortcomings of US immigration policy in the broader context 


of policies adopted by other net receiving countries 


Required Texts 


• “Defining America Through Immigration Policy” by Bill Ong Hing , Temple University 
Press, 1st edition, 2003 (OH)  


• "The Devil’s Highway” by Luis Alberto Urrea, Back Bay Books; September, 2005 
(TDH)  


• Other readings, to be accessed electronically through the UCF library, will be announced 
and posted under the "Readings" section of the Academic Calendar 


Note: Immigration Policy texts change significantly from one edition to the next, as policy 
changes and current events reshape institutions and societies. Thus, it is imperative that you 
purchase the edition listed above. 


Other Materials: Documentaries and Clips 


For several modules in this class, you will be asked to watch documentaries, clips and other 
multimedia materials. Some of these clips will be available for free online via YouTube, 
PBS.org, TEDTalks and other sources. For others, you might have to use a "Netflix" 
subscription. I will provide details about these video materials in each individual module and 
provide you with links or a clear indication where you can find the material. Not viewing these 
clips is not an option, since they are a central part of the class and quizzes and written 
assignments will draw on these materials quite extensively.  


 


 


 


 


 







Academic Calendar 


Week Module Topic(s) Readings 
Intro Week  


(08/19-
25) 


Introductory 
Module  


Introduction and Class 
Overview  Syllabus  


Week 1 
(08/26-
09/ 01) 


Module 1 History of US Immigration Policy: 
The Founding Fathers & Nativism  


OH Introduction and 
Ch.1  


Week 2 
(09/02- 
08) 


Module 2 History of US Immigration Policy: 
The 1800s-1918 OH Ch. 2, 3 


Week 3 
(09/09- 
15) 


Module 3 History of US Immigration Policy: 
1918-1950s OH Ch. 4, 5 


Week 4 
(09/16- 
22) 


Module 4 US Immigration Policy:1950s-
1990s 


OH Ch. 6; TDH Ch1 
& 2  


Week 5 
(09/23-
29) 


Module 5 Refugee and Asylum Policies OH Ch. 12; TDH Ch 
3 & 4  


Week 6 
(09/30-
10/06) 


Module 6 Complete your Midterm Project by 
10/07 None  


Week 7 
(10/07- 
13) 


Module 7 History of Mexican Immigration 
(1800s-1982)  


OH Ch. 7, 8; TDH 
Ch. 5-8  


Week 8 
(10/14-
20) 


Module 8 Modern Mexican Immigration: 
1982-Today (I)  


OH Ch. 9 TDH Ch. 9, 
10  


Week 9 
(10/21-
27) 


Module 9 Modern Mexican Immigration: 
1982-Today (II)  


OH Ch. 10; TDH Ch. 
11, 12  


Week 10 
(10/28-
11/03) 


Module 10 Contemporary US Immigration 
Policy (I)  


Week 11 
(11/04-
10) 


Module 11 Contemporary US Immigration 
Policy (II) 


OH Ch. 11, Epilogue, 
TDH Ch. 13- 16 


Week 12 
(11/11-
17) 


Module 12 Immigration Policies in Around the 
World: Canada and Australia TBA 


    







Week 13 
(11/18-
24) 


Module 13 Complete your Final Project by 
11/25  


None 


Week 14 
(11/25-
12/02) 


Module 14 Immigration Policies in Around the 
World: EU Countries TBA 


    


Course Requirements 


Weekly Quizzes Twelve weekly quizzes (starting with week 1 08/26-09/03) will test your 
knowledge of the material from the module covered during each week. Your two lowest scoring 
weekly quizzes will be dropped at the end of class, leaving you with ten weekly quiz scores, 
worth 6% of your grade each. That is, ten weekly quizzes will make up 60% of your final grade. 
If you miss a weekly quiz, or fail to submit it on time, you will automatically be assigned a grade 
of 0 for that quiz. Quizzes will be available, with the rest of the content for each module, on the 
Monday of each week and will close by the Monday evening (at 11.59 PM EST), of the 
following week. Note that quizzes are timed and may be taken only once. After a quiz closes, I 
will release grades and correct answers and you will have one week to review your answers and 
let me know if you have questions regarding your grade. After that, quiz questions and correct 
answers will no longer be visible. Note that no quizzes will be due for the Introductory Week, 
Week 6 and Week 13. 


Written Projects: Students will have to submit two written projects: a Midterm Project and a 
Final Project. These two projects will be worth 40% of your final grade (20% each). For the 
Midterm Project, the assignment will be posted on Monday, 09/23 and will be due on Monday, 
10/07 by 11:59 PM. The assignment for the Final Project will be posted on Monday, 11/11 and 
will be due on Monday, 11/25 at 11:59 PM. Note that both written assignments must be 
submitted to: www.turnitin.com. Please create an account with this site using the class ID: 
6717490 and the password: inrfall13. This site is designed to help me identify plagiarism, so 
make sure to take all necessary measures needed to avoid plagiarism. If you are not sure what 
constitutes plagiarism and how to avoid it, take this UCF library tutorial: 
http://infolit.ucf.edu/students/modules/#article116 Students who cheat, commit plagiarism or 
engage in any other type of dishonest academic behavior will fail the class, (will receive an FZ 
grade) and will also be subject to disciplinary proceedings. Please review the UCF Golden Rule: 
http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/ Please allow for plenty of time to complete each assignment, so 
that you avoid last minute submissions and the technical difficulties that sometimes accompany 
them. Assignments should not be submitted late and will incur a 10 points penalty for every 24 
hour delay post due date. Any missed assignment will be given a grade of 0.  


Due Dates 


Weekly quizzes: due weekly (starting with week 1: 08/26-09/03) on Monday evenings by 11:59 
PM EST EXCEPT for the Introductory Week, Week 6 and Week 13 


Midterm Project: due by 10/07 2013 at 11:59 PM EST  







Final Project: due by 11/25 2013 at 11:59 PM EST  


 


Missed Assignments/Make-Ups 


I will not grant extensions if you fail to submit your work due to technical difficulties. You are 
solely responsible if you fail to submit a quiz or an assignment due to technical difficulties, save 
for a major natural disaster (i.e. a hurricane). In the event of a hurricane, which causes power 
outages and evacuations, do not panic about your online assignments. Your safety and that of 
your family is your first priority. When power is restored, contact me and I will work with you to 
determine the best course of action. Other circumstances, which may be considered 
"unavoidable", include medical or legal emergencies. Pertinent, official documentation, will be 
required if you plan on requesting to make up a quiz or assignment due to unavoidable 
circumstances. You have to submit such documentation no later than a week after the due date of 
the missed assignment has passed. Documentation submitted after that date will not be deemed 
acceptable. 


Evaluation and Grading 


Assignment Percentage of Grade 
Weekly Assignments  60% 
Midterm Project  20% 
Final Project  20% 
Total 100% 


Grading Scale 


Letter Grade Points 
A 93 – 100 
A- 90 – 92 
B+ 87 – 89 
B 83 – 86 
B- 80 – 82 
C+ 77 – 79 
C 73 – 76 
C- 70 – 72 
D+ 67 – 69 
D 63 – 66 
D- 60 – 62 
F 59 and below 







Grading Formula 


(midterm project*.20) + (final project*.20) + [(sum of 10 highest scoring weekly assignments 
assignments/10) *.60] = final grade 


Attendance Policy 


This course is web-based, fully online and considered a "W" course. Students are expected to 
fully participate in all online activities and to complete all assignments by the due dates. 


Participation and a timely completion of work and assignments are both considered similar to 
attendance in a face-to-face class. Assignments that are not turned into Canvas before the due 
date, will receive 0 points. Missed quizzes cannot be retaken. 


Academic Honesty 


Students must demonstrate a high level of responsibility and academic honesty and must respect 
the Golden Rule. Because the value of an academic degree depends upon the absolute integrity 
of the work done by the student for that degree, it is imperative that a student demonstrate a high 
standard of individual honor in his or her scholastic work. 


Scholastic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, statements, acts or omissions related to 
applications for enrollment or the award of a degree, and/or the submission as one’s own work or 
material that is not one’s own. As a general rule, scholastic dishonesty involves one of the 
following acts: cheating, plagiarism, self-plagiarism, collusion and/or falsifying academic 
records. 


If you are not sure what constitutes plagiarism and how to avoid it, take this UCF library 
tutorial: http://infolit.ucf.edu/students/modules/#article116 


Students who cheat, plagiarize, self-plagiarize, falsify records or practice any other form of 
academic dishonesty will receive an automatic FZ grade for the class and will be referred to the 
university for further disciplinary action. 


Disability Statement 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all 
persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students 
with disabilities who need accommodations in this course must contact the professor at the 
beginning of the semester to discuss needed accommodations. No accommodations will be 
provided until the student has met with the professor to request accommodations. Students who 
need accommodations must be registered with Student Disability Services, Student Resource 
Center Room 132, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before 
requesting accommodations from the professor. 
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Viruses 


A virus can spell disaster. Your use of a reputable anti-virus program is a requirement for 
participation in this course (good ones include McAfee or Norton). 


Also, back up your files: “My hard drive crashed.” “My modem doesn’t work.” “My printer is 
out of ink.” These are today’s equivalents of “My dog ate my homework.” These events really do 
occur and they are really inconvenient when they do. However, these are not valid excuses for 
failing to get your work in on time. 


E-mail Protocols 


E-mail will be an integral part of this course. Make sure you: Check your e-mail at least once 
every 48 hours during regular business hours (more often is better). 


Be patient. Don’t expect an immediate response when you send a message. Generally, two days 
is considered reasonable amount of time to receive a reply. Please not that your professor only 
checks and answers to e-mails during regular business hours. 


Include “Subject” headings: use something that is descriptive and refer to a particular assignment 
or topic. 


Be courteous and considerate. Being honest and expressing yourself freely is very important, but 
being considerate of others online is just as important as in the classroom. 


Make every effort to be clear. Online communication lacks the nonverbal cues that fill in much 
of the meaning in face-to-face communication. 


Do not use all caps. This makes the message very hard to read and is considered “shouting.” 
Check spelling, grammar, and punctuation (you may want to compose in a word processor, then 
cut and paste the message into the discussion or e-mail). 


Break up large blocks of text into paragraphs and use a space between paragraphs. 


Sign your e-mail messages. 


Never assume that your e-mail can be read by no one except yourself; others may be able to read 
or access your mail. Never send or keep anything that you would mind seeing on the evening 
news. 


Copyright 


This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, images, text 
materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use doctrine in order to 
enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, download or distribute these 







items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for this online classroom environment and 
your use only. All copyright materials are credited to the copyright holder. 


 


 


Technical Assistance 


For specific problems in any of the areas below or for further information go to the 
corresponding link for assistance. 


UCF Home Page will help find UCF resources.  


UCF Service Desk – You can also call the Service Desk at 407-823-5117. 


Learning Online This site provides information on study skills for distance learners, the library 
and the writing center. 


Buying a new computer or upgrading your current equipment – http://www.cstore.ucf.edu/ 


Technical Discussion Topic: If you have technical questions and/or problems, please post a 
message to the Technical Discussion Topic. I encourage members of the class who are 
technically proficient to also monitor this discussion topic and assist your classmates. 


If your equipment problems prevent you from using e-mail from home, there are many computer 
labs on campus and virtually every public library offers Internet access. 


Third-Party Software and FERPA 


During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or software 
applications sometimes called third-party software such as a blog or wiki. While some of these 
could be required assignments, you need not make any personally identifying information on a 
public site. Do not post or provide any private information about yourself or your classmates. 
Where appropriate you may use a pseudonym or nickname. Some written assignments posted 
publicly may require personal reflection/comments, but the assignments will not require you to 
disclose any personally identity-sensitive information. If you have any concerns about this, 
please contact your instructor. 


Important Disclaimer 


These descriptions and timelines are subject to change at the discretion of the professor. I will 
provide notification of such changes in a timely manner. 
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INR2002.0001 International Relations Theory and Practice  


Fall 2013 Syllabus  
 


Instructor Contact 


Instructor  Dr. Joseph Paul Vasquez, III  


Office  305B Howard Phillips Hall 


Class time 


& location 


Tuesdays and Thursdays 9:00 – 10:15 AM; Psychology Bldg., Room 
106  


Office 
Hours 


Tuesday & Thursday 1:15 - 3:15 PM, Wednesdays 9:00 – 11:00 
AM,  


& by appt.  


Phone  407-823-3329 


E-mail  paul.vasquez@ucf.edu 


 


Course Information 


Course Name  International Relations Theory  


Course ID & 
Section 


INR 2002.0001 


Credit Hours  3 credit hours  


Semester/Year  Fall 2013 



mailto:paul.vasquez@ucf.edu





Course Description 


There are a lot of countries out there.  In fact the world is full of them!  In this 
course we will examine factors that influence the behavior of states and other 
international actors.  We will begin by reviewing some important events in world 
history and explore the issue of globalization today.  Second, we will delve into 
issues related to war, peace and international security.  Our study of these topics 
will focus on issues related to power politics among states and some alternative 
perspectives.  Specifically, we will consider phenomenon such as foreign policy, 
military force and terrorism.  In the final half of the course, we will examine issues 
related to international political economy, international organizations and human 
rights, the gap between rich and poor countries and global environmental 
challenges.  Prerequisite:  ENC 1102 or consent of the instructor. 


Course Objectives 


In terms of substance, this course is designed to give students a better 
understanding of:  1) trends and developments in the practice of international 
relations through history; 2) major theoretical perspectives and scientific insights 
offered by political scientists for understanding international relations; and 3) the 
influence of international relations on their own lives.  With regards to skill 
development, students will have the opportunity to demonstrate their capacity 4) to 
use databases for research purposes and 5) to improve their writing ability.     


Required Text and Materials 


• Joshua S. Goldstein and Jon C. Pevehouse. 2012. International Relations. Brief 
6th edition (2012-2013 update). New York:  Pearson Longman. 


• Also, you will need access to MyPoliSciLab online (www.mypoliscilab.com), 
which includes: practice tests, multimedia activities, and other resources to 
reinforce your understanding of the textbook. To register and gain access to 
these resources, follow the directions after clicking on the “student” button in 
the “Register” section of the website mentioned above.  You will need the 
access code you should have purchased along with the textbook.  To purchase 
the access code online, you can go to the following 
site:  http://www.mypoliscilab.com/student-registration/index.html  


 


• Important Advice:  You should attend class each day to internalize lecture 
material and participate in other classroom activities as they come along.  As 
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you attempt to internalize the course content, you should come to class having 
read the material assigned for that day.  You should be prepared to be quizzed 
over any course readings by the day for which that material is assigned.  Doing 
so will set you up to succeed on quizzes and exams.  Read this syllabus and 
assignments carefully to put yourself in position to succeed. 


Course Requirements 


A B C D E 
Assignments % of 


Final 
Grade 


Assignment 
average  (add 


grades for each 
row & ÷ by the # 
of grades for this 


task) 


Assigment 
Score = 
column B  
x column C 


Due Date 


Quizzes 10   To be 
announced 


Midterm Exam 30   Thur., Oct. 10th 
Writing 
Improvement  
Exercise and 
bibliography 


10   Thur., Nov. 5th  


Short paper   15   Thur., Nov. 19th  
Final Exam 35   Tues., Dec. 10, 


7:00-9:50 AM 
Total  100% Add Column D to 


estimate grade  
  


 


Quizzes:  Quizzes may cover any material from the lecture, readings or 
assignments from MyPoliSciLab.  Some quizzes will be announced in advance and 
other evaluations will be pop quizzes.  In addition to traditional, individually taken 
quizzes, some quizzes will be taken in teams of roughly five students that you will 
be assigned to early in the semester to allow for collaboration and discussion.  
These team quizzes will include questions with more than one correct answer for a 
question or questions, and you will be graded on your ability to identify all of the 
correct answers on those quizzes.  On these team quizzes you will be aided by 
knowing the total number of correct answers for the assignment.  The lowest quiz 
grade for each student will be dropped when calculating final course grades.                     







Midterm Exam and Final Exam:  These will be multiple choice exams with each 
question having only one correct answer.  However, only the final exam will be 
cumulative, as it will cover material covered on the first two exams, as well as the 
material covered after Exam 2.   Warning:  Do not assume that these exams will be 
easy simply because they will take the form of a multiple choice exam.  Students 
who arrive late to an exam will not be allowed to take that version of the exam if 
another student has already completed the exam and left the room.  In such cases, a 
make-up exam will need to be taken with a 10 point penalty assessed.      
 
Writing Improvement Exercise:  After covering some issues regarding writing in 
class, you will review and correct a piece of very poor, error-filled writing.    
 
Bibliography:  This is simply a bibliography of 10 items (5 articles and 5 books) 
that you would use if you had to write a long research paper on a subject that 
relates to relations between countries or other important nonstate actors.  Five of 
your sources should be books and five should be articles with at least one of the 
five articles coming from JSTOR, EBSCO, Project Muse, and LexisNexis.  At the 
end of each entry for journals or periodicals, please note which of these four 
databases was used.  Online sources such as Wikipedia can not count as one of 
your 10 citations.   
 


Short paper:  For this assignment you will write a short reflection paper (4-5 
pages maximum) on one of the course simulations.  For these papers, you should: 
1) briefly describe the simulation, 2) apply concepts covered in the particular 
chapter for which the simulation was assigned to different elements within the 
simulation, 3) discuss what knowledge or greater understanding you gained from 
doing the simulation, and 4) critique the simulation by explaining in what regard it 
was unrealistic or how it could have been made more enlightening (not merely 
more entertaining). Papers should use 12-point font, double-spacing and 1 inch 
margins.              


This assignment will be graded in accord with the following distribution of credit.   
 
Mechanics of writing                  20% 
Application of concepts                  40% 
Clear and logical analysis (in addressing the 4 tasks of the paper) 30% 
Organization of paper                  10% 
                   100% 
 







Please note that mechanical elements of writing including, but not limited to 
proper spelling, grammar, punctuation, etc. are all important components of 
formal writing such as a college paper. Typically most students lose points on 
papers for me because of mechanical flaws in their writing, so take steps to 
minimize those kinds of flaws in your work.  Poor performance in this regard 
could lower your paper grade by as much as 20 points, so take steps to avoid this 
eventuality.  Sound writing skills will help you not only when applying for jobs 
or further educational opportunities, but once you secure those opportunities.  
Also, please consult the section below on academic dishonesty for details on 
how to avoid plagiarism.  Since all of the papers will be about the simulations, it 
is not necessary that you cite them in your paper.  For our purposes, we will treat 
them as common knowledge in a research paper.  However, if you quote directly 
from the online simulation text, quote directly from another source or borrow 
ideas from other sources, or refer to facts that are not common knowledge or 
included in the simulations, they must be cited properly.                 


Missed Assignments/Make-Ups/Extra Credit:  Quizzes and exams are due by 
dates outlined in the syllabus.  Late papers will be penalized 10% for each full 
calendar day they are late, up to as much as 30%, unless a compelling and honest 
explanation is offered.  Make-up exams may be given if they are missed for 
compelling, honest, unexpected and sufficiently verifiable reasons.  However, 
students making up exams must take them within the week on campus, unless 
extenuating circumstances require that process to be delayed.  Students making up 
exams will not be given the same exam that was originally administered.  Missed 
quizzes may not be made up unless they are for an officially excused University 
function, but keep in mind that your lowest quiz grade will be dropped.  I do not 
plan to offer extra credit for this course, so please insure that you direct your 
energies accordingly.    


Evaluation and Grading 


The grading scale for this course is listed below.  For more details on the 
evaluation criteria, see the specific tasks listed under Course Requirements.   


Letter Grade  Points  


A  93 – 100 points  


A-  90 – 92 points  


B+  87 – 89 points  







B  83 – 86 points  


B-  80 – 82 points  


C+  77 – 79 points  


C  73 – 76 points  


C-  70 – 72 points  


D+  67 – 69 points  


D  63 – 66 points  


D-  60 – 62 points  


F  59 and below  
 
Behavior 
 
“To educate a man in mind and not in morals is to educate a menace to society.” 
President Theodore Roosevelt. 
 
Disruptions: If circumstances require you to arrive late for class, please do so in as 
discreet a manner as possible. Please limit distractions in class as much as possible. 
Such behavior bothers others who are paying good money to learn and it may be 
distracting to me as I attempt to do my job.  Electronic devices can only be used in 
class with the instructor’s approval. 


Academic Honesty 


Do not cheat as this clearly violates the UCF Golden Rule Student Handbook and 
violates several aspects of the UCF Creed.  I strongly recommend that everyone 
take the UCF Online Information Literacy tutorial “Avoiding Plagiarism” 
(https://obojobo.ucf.edu/view/5488 ) prior to beginning the short paper, so you will 
be clear about my expectations of you.  Unless otherwise specified by the 
instructor, your work must be your own. Cheating can come in many forms, 
including plagiarism. Plagiarism is when writers use other people's words or ideas 
and do not give them credit. Use footnotes or endnotes to give credit for direct 
quotes, paraphrased quotes, or borrowed ideas. Feel free to discuss readings and 
ideas with fellow students, but if you use their ideas, please reference them 
accordingly. If you don't know what footnotes or endnotes are, please ask me. Do 
not use papers written for previous classes or large sections of such papers, as this 
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constitutes self-plagiarism according to UCF policy.  Do not quote or paraphrase 
without giving credit in footnotes or endnotes. Do not copy or use papers or 
sections of papers from the web or other sources. I assume that all students in this 
class could write a better term paper than the junk sold on the Internet and will not 
resort to such dubious sources for their assignments. In the event that I suspect a 
paper of being plagiarized, I will use Turnitin.com to help with that determination.  
 
If I determine that there has been an instance of unambiguous academic dishonesty 
in the course, I will inform you of my concern and report the violation to Office of 
Student Rights and Responsibilities.  At the end of the semester, a letter grade of Z, 
indicating academic dishonesty, will precede the letter grade earned.  For more 
information about the Z grades and the process for appealing such a finding, please 
consult the following website: http://integrity.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade. Particular 
assignments on which unambiguous cheating occurs will be penalized with an F (0 
points).       


Disability Statement 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable 
accommodations for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in 
alternate formats upon request. Students with disabilities who need 
accommodations in this course must contact the professor at the beginning of the 
semester to discuss needed accommodations. No accommodations will be provided 
until the student has met with the professor to request accommodations. Students 
who need accommodations must be registered with Student Disability Services, 
Student Resource Center Room 132, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone 
(407) 823-2116, before requesting accommodations from the professor. 


University Writing Center    


The University Writing Center (UWC) offers writing support to UCF students 
from first-year to graduate in every discipline. Trained peer consultants provide 
help at every stage of the writing process, including understanding assignments, 
researching, drafting, revising, incorporating sources, and learning to proofread 
and edit. The UWC’s purpose is not merely to fix papers or to make better writers, 
but to teach writers strategies to navigate complex situations for writing, both in 
and outside the University. Consultations are available for individuals and small 
groups. To make the best use of the UWC, visit far enough before your due date to 
allow yourself time to revise after your consultation, browse the writing resources 
on our website, and arrange a regular weekly appointment if you’d like long-term 
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help. You may schedule a 45-minute appointment by phone or by using the 
TutorTrac scheduler on our website; walk-in consultations are also available. The 
main location is in Colbourn 105 with satellite locations in the Main Library, 
Rosen Library & Online.  They can be reached at 407-823-2197 
or http://uwc.cah.ucf.edu/. In addition, the UWC seeks graduate and undergraduate 
tutors from all majors; contact the UWC to learn more about peer writing 
consulting and ENC 4275/5276: Theory & Practice of Tutoring Writing, our three-
credit tutor-education course. 


Copyright 


This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, 
images, text materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use 
doctrine in order to enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, 
duplicate, download or distribute these items. The use of these materials is strictly 
reserved for this online classroom environment and your use only. All copyright 
materials are credited to the copyright holder. 


 


Course Schedule  


Tuesday, Aug. 20  Welcome and Lecture 


Thursday, Aug. 22  Lecture  


Note:  Drop/Swap deadline at 11:59 PM on MyUCF (Add deadline at 11:59 
PM on 8/23) 


Tuesday, Aug. 27  Lecture  
 


Required: Chap. 1: The Globalization of International Relations (pp. 34) 
Required: MyPoliSciLab Activity:1 Video Case: August 1991: The Collapse 
of the Soviet Union  
Recommended: MyPoliSciLab Activities: Chapter Pre-Test, Post-Test, 
Chapter Exam &Flashcards 


 


Thursday, Aug. 29  Lecture  
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Tuesday, Sep. 3  Lecture  


Required: Chap. 2: Realist Theories (pp. 28) 
Required: MyPoliSciLab Activities: Simulations (w/in the Multimedia 
options).  Complete the Concept Check and do: The Prisoners’ Dilemma: 
You are the Presidential Advisor and Video Cases: Chamberlain's 
Appeasement & Normalizing Sino-Japanese Relations 
Recommended: MyPoliSciLab Activities: Chapter Pre-Test, Post-Test, 
Chapter Exam &Flashcards 


 


Thursday, Sep. 5  Lecture 


Tuesday, Sep. 10  Lecture 


Thursday, Sep. 12  Lecture 


Required: Chap. 3: Liberal and Social Theories (pp. 44) 
Required: MyPoliSciLab Activity: Simulation. (w/in the Multimedia 
options). Complete  the Concept Check and do: Foreign Policy: You Are the 
President 
Recommended: MyPoliSciLab Activities: Chapter Pre-Test, Post-Test, 
Chapter Exam &Flashcards 


 


Tuesday, Sep. 17  Lecture  


Thursday, Sep. 19  Lecture 
 
Tuesday, Sep. 24   Lecture  


Required: Chap. 4: Conflict, War and Terrorism (pp. 55) 
Required: MyPoliSciLab Activities: Simulation (w/in the Multimedia 
options). Complete the Concept Check and do: Military Force: You Are a 
Military Commander and Video Cases. The Iran-Iraq War, The Cuban 
Missile Crisis, Western Arm Sales and the Rwandan Genocide, & Civil-
Military Relations and Revolution in Egypt. 
Recommended: MyPoliSciLab Activities: Chapter Pre-Test, Post-Test, 
Chapter Exam &Flashcards 


 


Thursday, Sep. 26  Lecture 







Tuesday, Oct. 1  Lecture 


Thursday, Oct. 3   Lecture  


Tuesday, Oct. 8   Lecture 


Thursday, Oct. 10  Midterm exam 


Tuesday, Oct. 15  Lecture, including research lecture  


Required: Chap. 5: Trade and Finance (pp. 44) 
Required: MyPoliSciLab Activities: Simulation (w/in the Multimedia 
options).  Complete the Concept Check and do: Business: You are a Foreign 
Market Analyst and Video Cases. U.S.-China Trade Tensions & Banking 
Interests and Regulatory Reform.  
Recommended: MyPoliSciLab Activities: Chapter Pre-Test, Post-Test, 
Chapter Exam &Flashcards 


 


Thursday, Oct. 17  Lecture 


Tuesday, Oct. 22  Lecture          
 


Tuesday, Oct. 29  Lecture, including writing improvement lecture 


Required: Chap. 6: International Organization, Law and Human Rights (pp. 
52) 
Required: MyPoliSciLab Activities: Simulation (w/in the Multimedia 
options).  Complete the Concept Check and do: Integration: You Are a 
Citizen of Europe and Video Case. State Sovereignty and the "Responsibility 
to Protect" 
Recommended: MyPoliSciLab Activities: Chapter Pre-Test, Post-Test, 
Chapter Exam &Flashcards 


 
Thursday, Oct. 31   Lecture 
 
Tuesday, Nov. 5  Lecture, Writing improvement exercise and 


bibliography due 


 


 







Thursday, Oct. 24   Lecture 


Required: Chap. 7: North-South Relations (pp. 48) 
Required: MyPoliSciLab Activities: Simulation (w/in the Multimedia 
options). Complete the Concept Check and do: The North-South Gap: You 
Are a Coffee Farmer and Video cases. Global Migration and Employment, 
Kenya’s Developmental Challenge, China's New Rich 
Recommended: MyPoliSciLab Activities: Chapter Pre-Test, Post-Test, 
Chapter Exam & Flashcards 


Thursday, Nov. 7    Lecture 


Tuesday, Nov. 12    Lecture 
 
Thursday, Nov. 14  Lecture  


 
Required: Chap. 8: Environment and Technology (pp. 39) 
Required: MyPoliSciLab Activities: Simulation (w/in the Multimedia 
options). Complete the Concept Check and do: Transnational Issues: You 
Are an Environmental Consultant and Video case. Carteret's Climate 
Refugees 
Recommended: MyPoliSciLab Activities: Chapter Pre-Test, Post-Test, 
Chapter Exam &Flashcards 


 
Tuesday, Nov. 19  Lecture, Short paper due 


Thursday, Nov. 21  Lecture 


Tuesday, Nov. 26  Last class day 


Thursday, Nov. 28  Thanksgiving Holiday: Class does not meet 


Tuesday, Dec. 10   Final Exam, 7:00 AM to 9:50 AM 
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INR 4102.0001 American Foreign Policy 
Fall 2013 Syllabus  


 


Instructor Contact 


Instructor  Dr. Joseph Paul Vasquez, III  


Office  305B Howard Philips Hall 


Class time  


& location 


Tuesdays & Thursdays 10:30 – 11:45 AM  


in Classroom Bldg 1, Room 120 


Office 
Hours 


Tuesday & Thursday 1:15 - 3:15 PM, Wednesdays 9:00 – 11:00 AM,  


& by appt.  


Phone  407-823-3329 


E-mail  paul.vasquez@ucf.edu 


 


Course Information 


Course Name  American Foreign Policy   


Course ID & Section INR 4102.0001 


Credit Hours  3 credit hours  


Semester/Year  Fall 2013 
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Course Description:  America’s foreign policy influences many aspects of our 
everyday life. Most visibly, it has implication for people who work in the country’s 
military and foreign policy sectors, but it also has many other implications for us. 
Where can we travel overseas? Who can travel to the U.S? What foreign 
companies can do business within the United States and under what terms? How 
stable are many of the country’s chief energy producing partners overseas? Can 
American firms sell goods freely and fairly in the markets of other countries? Can 
Washington inhibit the flow into the country of illegal drugs and other goods? All 
of these questions and many more are affected in by the nature of American 
foreign policy. In this course, we will attempt to understand the primary factors 
that contribute to the formation of American foreign policy.  Prerequisite:  ENC 
1102 or POS 2041 or consent of the instructor.  
 
Course Objectives:  In terms of substance, this course is designed to give students 
a better understanding of: 1) the history of American foreign policy and 2) the role 
played by major bureaucratic and social institutions in the foreign policy process 
with respect to insights from political science. With regard to skill development, 
students will have the opportunity to 3) to improve their ability to write, think 
critically, and apply what they have learned. 


Required Text and Materials 


• Steven W. Hook. 2011. U.S. Foreign Policy: The Paradox of World Power. 3rd 
edition.  Sage/CQ Press. 


Recommended Text  


• If you find yourself wanting to upgrade your knowledge and understanding of 
the history of U.S. foreign policy, a nice text to turn to, especially early in the 
class when the reading load is lighter, would be one of the more recent editions 
of Steven W. Hook and John Spanier’s U.S. Foreign Policy: The Paradox of 
World Power.  The most recent version is the 19th edition from Sage/CQ Press.  
Since this text is not required, I have not asked the bookstore to purchase 
copies of it.     


Important Advice:  You should attend class each day to internalize lecture 
material and participate in other classroom activities as they come along.  As you 
attempt to internalize the course content, you should come to class having read the 
material assigned for that day.  You should be prepared to be quizzed over any 
course readings by the day for which that material is assigned.  Doing so will set 
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you up to succeed on quizzes and exams.  Read this syllabus and assignments 
carefully to put yourself in position to succeed. 


Course Requirements 


A B C D E 
Assignments % of 


Final 
Grade 


Assignment 
average  (add 


grades for each 
row & ÷ by the 
# of grades for 


this task) 


Assigment 
Score = 
column B  
x column C 


Due Date 


Quizzes 10   To be announced 
Midterm Exam 30   Thurs., Oct. 3 
Writing 
Improvement  
Exercise and 
bibliography 


10   Tues., Nov. 5 


Short paper   15   Tues., Nov. 19 
Final Exam 35   Tues., Dec. 10,  


10:00 AM – 
12:50 PM 


Total  100% Add Column D 
to estimate 
grade  


  


 


Quizzes:  Quizzes may cover any material from the lecture, readings or other 
assignments that are made during the course of the semester.  Some quizzes will be 
announced in advance and other evaluations will be pop quizzes.  In addition to 
traditional, individually taken quizzes, some quizzes will be taken in teams of 
roughly five students that you will be assigned to early in the semester to allow for 
collaboration and discussion.  These team quizzes will include questions with more 
than one correct answer for a question or questions, and you will be graded on your 
ability to identify all of the correct answers on those quizzes.  On these team 
quizzes you will be aided by knowing the total number of correct answers for the 
assignment.  The lowest quiz grade for each student will be dropped when 
calculating final course grades.                     
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Midterm Exam and Final Exam:  These will be multiple choice exams with each 
question having only one correct answer.  However, only the final exam will be 
cumulative, as it will cover material covered on the first two exams, as well as the 
material covered after Exam 2.   Warning:  Do not assume that these exams will be 
easy simply because they will take the form of a multiple choice exam.  Students 
who arrive late to an exam will not be allowed to take that version of the exam if 
another student has already completed the exam and left the room.  In such cases, a 
make-up exam will need to be taken with a 10 point penalty assessed.      
 
Writing Improvement Exercise:  After covering some issues regarding writing in 
class, you will review and correct a piece of very poor, error-filled writing.    
 
Bibliography:  This is simply a bibliography of 10 items (5 articles and 5 books) 
that you would use if you had to write a long research paper on a subject that 
relates to relations between countries or other important nonstate actors.  Five of 
your sources should be books and five should be articles with at least one of the 
five articles coming from JSTOR, EBSCO, Project Muse, and LexisNexis.  At the 
end of each entry for journals or periodicals, please note which of these four 
databases was used.  Online sources such as Wikipedia can not count as one of 
your 10 citations.   


Short paper:  For this assignment you will write a short reflection paper (4-5 
pages maximum) on one of the course simulations.  For these papers, you should: 
1) briefly describe the simulation, 2) apply concepts covered in the particular 
chapter for which the simulation was assigned to different elements within the 
simulation, 3) discuss what knowledge or greater understanding you gained from 
doing the simulation, and 4) critique the simulation by explaining in what regard it 
was unrealistic or how it could have been made more enlightening (not merely 
more entertaining). Papers should use 12-point font, double-spacing and 1 inch 
margins.              


This assignment will be graded in accord with the following distribution of credit.   
 
Mechanics of writing                  20% 
Application of concepts                  40% 
Clear and logical analysis (in addressing the 4 tasks of the paper) 30% 
Organization of paper                  10% 
                   100% 
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Please note that mechanical elements of writing including, but not limited to 
proper spelling, grammar, punctuation, etc. are all important components of 
formal writing such as a college paper.  Typically most students lose points on 
papers for me because of mechanical flaws in their writing (grammar, 
punctuation, unclearly worded sentences, etc.) so take steps to minimize those 
kinds of flaws in your work.  Poor performance in this regard could lower your 
paper grade by as much as 20 points.  Hopefully, these standards will help you 
to develop sound writing skills that will help you not only when applying for 
jobs or further educational opportunities, but once you secure those 
opportunities.  Also, students have a tendency to loose points for failing to use 
evidence to support their arguments by appropriately citing scholarly sources, so 
you should consult the section below on academic dishonesty for details on how 
to avoid plagiarism.   
 
Missed Assignments/Make-Ups/Extra Credit:  Quizzes and exams are due by 
dates outlined in the syllabus.  Late papers will be penalized 10% for each full 
calendar day they are late, up to as much as 30%, unless a compelling and 
honest explanation is offered.  Make-up exams may be given if they are missed 
for compelling, honest, unexpected, and sufficiently verifiable reasons.  
However, students making up exams must take them within the week on 
campus, unless extenuating circumstances require that process to be delayed.  
Students making up exams will not be given the same exam that was originally 
administered.  Missed quizzes may not be made up unless they are for an 
officially excused University function, but keep in mind that your lowest quiz 
grade will be dropped.  I do not plan to offer extra credit for this course, so 
please insure that you direct your energies accordingly.    


Evaluation and Grading 


The grading scale for this course is listed below.  For more details on the 
evaluation criteria, see the specific tasks listed under Course Requirements.   


Letter Grade  Points  


A  93 – 100 points  


A-  90 – 92 points  


B+  87 – 89 points  


B  83 – 86 points  
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B-  80 – 82 points  


C+  77 – 79 points  


C  73 – 76 points  


C-  70 – 72 points  


D+  67 – 69 points  


D  63 – 66 points  


D-  60 – 62 points  


F  59 and below  
 
Behavior 
 
“To educate a man in mind and not in morals is to educate a menace to society.” 
President Theodore Roosevelt. 
 
Disruptions: If circumstances require you to arrive late for class, please do so in as 
discreet a manner as possible. Please limit distractions in class as much as possible. 
Such behavior bothers others who are paying good money to learn and it may be 
distracting to me as I attempt to do my job.  Electronic devices can only be used in 
class with the instructor’s approval. 


Academic Honesty 


Do not cheat as this clearly violates the UCF Golden Rule Student Handbook and 
violates several aspects of the UCF Creed.  I strongly recommend that everyone 
take the UCF Online Information Literacy tutorial “Avoiding Plagiarism” 
(https://obojobo.ucf.edu/view/5488 ) prior to beginning the short paper, so you will 
be clear about my expectations of you.  Unless otherwise specified by the 
instructor, your work must be your own. Cheating can come in many forms, 
including plagiarism. Plagiarism is when writers use other people's words or ideas 
and do not give them credit. Use footnotes or endnotes to give credit for direct 
quotes, paraphrased quotes, or borrowed ideas. Feel free to discuss readings and 
ideas with fellow students, but if you use their ideas, please reference them 
accordingly. If you don't know what footnotes or endnotes are, please ask me. Do 
not use papers written for previous classes or large sections of such papers, as this 
constitutes self-plagiarism according to UCF policy.  Do not quote or paraphrase 
without giving credit in footnotes or endnotes. Do not copy or use papers or 



http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/

https://obojobo.ucf.edu/view/5488
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sections of papers from the web or other sources. I assume that all students in this 
class could write a better term paper than the junk sold on the Internet and will not 
resort to such dubious sources for their assignments. In the event that I suspect a 
paper of being plagiarized, I will use Turnitin.com to help with that determination.  
 
If I determine that there has been an instance of unambiguous academic dishonesty 
in the course, I will inform you of my concern and report the violation to Office of 
Student Rights and Responsibilities.  At the end of the semester, a letter grade of Z, 
indicating academic dishonesty, will precede the letter grade earned.  For more 
information about the Z grades and the process for appealing such a finding, please 
consult the following website: http://integrity.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade. Particular 
assignments on which unambiguous cheating occurs will be penalized with an F (0 
points).       


Disability Statement 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable 
accommodations for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in 
alternate formats upon request. Students with disabilities who need 
accommodations in this course must contact the professor at the beginning of the 
semester to discuss needed accommodations. No accommodations will be provided 
until the student has met with the professor to request accommodations. Students 
who need accommodations must be registered with Student Disability Services, 
Student Resource Center Room 132, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone 
(407) 823-2116, before requesting accommodations from the professor. 


University Writing Center    


The University Writing Center (UWC) offers writing support to UCF students 
from first-year to graduate in every discipline. Trained peer consultants provide 
help at every stage of the writing process, including understanding assignments, 
researching, drafting, revising, incorporating sources, and learning to proofread 
and edit. The UWC’s purpose is not merely to fix papers or to make better writers, 
but to teach writers strategies to navigate complex situations for writing, both in 
and outside the University. Consultations are available for individuals and small 
groups. To make the best use of the UWC, visit far enough before your due date to 
allow yourself time to revise after your consultation, browse the writing resources 
on our website, and arrange a regular weekly appointment if you’d like long-term 
help. You may schedule a 45-minute appointment by phone or by using the 
TutorTrac scheduler on our website; walk-in consultations are also available. The 



http://integrity.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade

http://www.sds.ucf.edu/
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main location is in Colbourn 105 with satellite locations in the Main Library, 
Rosen Library & Online.  They can be reached at 407-823-2197 
or  http://uwc.cah.ucf.edu/.  


Copyright 


This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, 
images, text materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use 
doctrine in order to enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, 
duplicate, download or distribute these items. The use of these materials is strictly 
reserved for this online classroom environment and your use only. All copyright 
materials are credited to the copyright holder. 


Course Schedule  


Tuesday, Aug. 20  Welcome and Lecture 


 


Thursday, Aug. 22  Lecture  


Note:  Drop/Swap deadline at 11:59 PM on MyUCF (Add deadline at 11:59 
PM on 8/23) 


 
Tuesday, Aug. 27  Lecture  
 


Steven W. Hook. 2014. “The United States in a Turbulent World.” Chapter 1 
in U.S. Foreign Policy:  The Paradox of World Power, 1-30 (hereafter Hook). 
 
 


Thursday, Aug. 29  Lecture 


 


Tuesday, Sep. 3  Lecture  


Hook. 2014. “Chapter 2:  The Expansion of U.S. Power.” Chapter 2 in U.S. 
Foreign Policy:  The Paradox of World Power, 31-72. 
 



http://uwc.cah.ucf.edu/
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Thursday, Sep. 5  Lecture 


 


Tuesday, Sep. 10  Lecture 


 


Thursday, Sep. 12  Lecture  


 


Tuesday, Sep. 17  Lecture  


Hook, Chapter 3:  Dynamics of Decision Making, 73-101. 


 
Thursday, Sep. 19   Lecture 


 


Hook. Chapter 4: Presidential Power, 103-135. 


 


Tuesday, Sep. 24   Lecture  


 


Thursday, Sep. 26  Lecture 


Hook. Chapter 5: Congress beyond the “Water’s Edge,” 137-169. 


 


Tuesday, Oct. 1  Lecture 


 


Thursday, Oct. 3   Midterm Exam 


 


Tuesday, Oct. 8  Lecture  (NSC)  


Hook. Chapter 6:  The Foreign Policy Bureaucracy, 171-209.   
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Thursday, Oct. 10  Lecture (DOS), including research lecture 


 


Tuesday, Oct. 15  Lecture (Military) 


 


Thursday, Oct. 17  Lecture (Intelligence Community) 


 
Tuesday, Oct. 22  Lecture   
 


Hook, Chapter 7:  Public Opinion at Home and Abroad, 211- 241.        
 
 


Tuesday, Oct. 29  Lecture, including writing improvement lecture 


 
Thursday, Oct. 31   Lecture 
 


Hook, Chapter 8:  The Impact of Mass Communications, 243- 273. 
 
 


Tuesday, Nov. 5  Lecture, Writing improvement exercise and 
bibliography due 


 


Thursday, Oct. 24   Lecture 


Hook, Chapter 9:  Social Movements and Interest Groups, 275-308. 


 


Thursday, Nov. 7   Lecture 
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Tuesday, Nov. 12    Lecture 
 


Hook, Chapter 10:  National Security and Defense Policy, 309-349. 
 
 
Thursday, Nov. 14  Lecture  
 


Hook:  Chapter 11:  Economic Statecraft, 351-385. 
 
 


Tuesday, Nov. 19  Lecture, Short paper due 


Hook, Chapter 12:  Transnational Policy Problems, 387- 419. 


 


Thursday, Nov. 21  Lecture 


 


Tuesday, Nov. 26  Last class day 


 


Thursday, Nov. 28  Thanksgiving Holiday: Class does not meet 


 


Tuesday, Dec. 10  Final Exam, 10:00 AM to 12:50 PM 
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INR 4603.0W59 International Relations Theory 


Fall 2013 Syllabus   
 


Instructor Contact 


Instructor Dr. Joseph Paul Vasquez, III  


Office 305B Howard Phillips Hall 


Office 
Hours 


Tuesday & Thursday 1:15 - 3:15 PM, Wednesdays 9:00 – 11:00 AM,  
& by appointment 


Phone 407-823-3329 


E-mail paul.vasquez@ucf.edu 
 


Course Information 


Course Name  International Relations Theory  


Course ID & Section INR 4603, 0W59 


Credit Hours  3 credit hours  


Semester/Year  Fall 2013  


Location Online  
 


Course Description 


Theoretical trends prevalent in the study of international relations will be covered, 
including realism, liberalism, Marxism, feminism, and post-
modernism.  Prerequisite:  INR 2002 or POS 2041 or consent of the instructor.   


Course Objectives 


• Objective One:  help students understand the origins and central tenets of 
 the major theoretical perspectives in the study of international relations,        


• Objective Two: help students understand the strengths and weaknesses 
 of these theoretical perspectives,    


• Objective Three: help students to improve their skills in the realm of critical 
 thinking and written communication.    



mailto:paul.vasquez@ucf.ed
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Required Text 


• Paul Viotti and Mark Kauppi.  2012. International Relations Theory.  5th 
Edition. Boston: Pearson-Longman.   


Course Requirements 


A B C D  
Assignments % of Final 


Grade 
Your score 


or average score for 
quizzes 


Component 
Score = 


column B 
x 


column C 


Due Date 


Quizzes 10   See the schedule 
below 


Discussion 
posts 


10   See the schedule 
below  


Midterm 
Exam 


30   10/14 9:00 AM 
to  
10/16 6:00 AM 


Short paper  20   12/2   6:00 AM  
Final Exam 30   12/4 9:00 AM to  


12/6 6:00 AM   
Total  100%  Add each of 


your 
component 
scores to get 
your 
anticipated 
final grade   


 


Quizzes:  These will be online multiple choice quizzes over information from each 
module with one correct answer for each question.  


Discussion Posts: During each module you are expected to make two (2) kinds 
of online posts:  an initial response post and a follow-up post for each of the 
seven (7) course modules we will be covering.  Thus, you will receive a total of 
14 grades for discussion posts across the course of the semester.  Most of these 
(10 to be precise) will be “checked” meaning that so long as a simple 
examination of the posts does not suggest that the work is excessively and 
inappropriately short, superficial or worthless you will receive four (4) points.  
However, two (2) of your initial responses and two (2) of your follow-up posts will 
be randomly selected to be “graded” carefully and with greater scrutiny over the 
course of the semester.  Each of these will be worth a total of 15 points and 
graded following the rubric criteria, which everyone should read carefully and that 
can be found in the Syllabus section under the Modules tab on our courses’ 
website on Webcourses@UCF.  The total points you can accumulate for 
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discussion posts over the course of the semester will be aggregated in accord 
with the table posted below.     


Type of Post Number “checked”              
x point value 


Number 
“graded”  x 
point value 


Total points 
per type of 
post   


Initial 
responses  


5 x 4= 20 2 x 15 = 30 50 


Follow-up 
responses 


5 x 4= 20 2 x 15 = 30 50 


Total Points  40 60 100 


Midterm Exam and Final Exam: These will be multiple choice exams with each 
question having only one correct answer for each question.  The final exam will 
be cumulative, but it will be more heavily weighted to cover material following the 
midterm exam.  


Short paper:  You will write a research paper that explains a particular aspect of 
international relations with reference to a theory presented in class (or in 
conversation with the instructor).  Your account should consider historical factors, 
assesses the political nature of the event, and explain why another theoretical 
explanation is not as effective.  Papers should be 5 pages in length.  Be sure to 
familiarize yourself with the discussion of cheating and plagiarism in this syllabus 
before starting on this assignment.   


This assignment will be graded in accord with the following distribution of credit.   
 
Mechanics of writing                  20% 
Application of concepts                  40% 
Clear and logical analysis         30% 
Organization of paper                  10% 
                   100% 


Typically most students lose points on papers for me because of mechanical 
flaws in their writing (grammar, punctuation, unclearly worded sentences, etc.) so 
take steps to minimize those kinds of flaws in your work.  Poor performance in 
this regard could lower your paper grade by as much as 20 points.  Hopefully, 
these standards will help you to develop sound writing skills that will help you not 
only when applying for jobs or further educational opportunities, but once you 
secure those opportunities.  Also, students have a tendency to loose points for 
failing to use evidence to support their arguments by appropriately citing 
scholarly sources, so you should consult the section below on academic 
dishonesty for details on how to avoid plagiarism.   
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Missed Assignments/Make-Ups/Extra Credit 


Assignments are due by dates outlined above and in the schedule.   Late papers 
will be penalized 10% for each full calendar day they are late, up to as much as 
30%, unless a compelling and honest explanation is offered.  Make-up exams 
may be given if they are missed for compelling, honest, unexpected, and 
sufficiently verifiable reasons.  However, students making up exams must take 
them within the week unless health problems keep them from coming to campus.  
Students making up exams will not be given the same exam that was originally 
administered.  Missed quizzes may not be made up. I do not plan to offer extra 
credit for this course so please insure that you direct your energies accordingly.    


Evaluation and Grading 


Add your evaluation and grading policies here. You may also choose to keep a 
table below that best fits your grading scale. 


Letter Grade  Points  


A  93 – 100 points  


A-  90 – 92 points  


B+  87 – 89 points  


B  83 – 86 points  


B-  80 – 82 points  


C+  77 – 79 points  


C  73 – 76 points  


C-  70 – 72 points  


D+  67 – 69 points  


D  63 – 66 points  


D-  60 – 62 points  


F  59 and below  
 


Academic Honesty 


Do not cheat as this clearly violates the UCF Golden Rule Student Handbook 
and violates several aspects of the UCF Creed.  I strongly recommend that 
everyone take the UCF Online Information Literacy tutorial “Avoiding Plagiarism” 
(https://obojobo.ucf.edu/view/5488 ) prior to beginning the short paper, so you 
will be clear about my expectations of you.   I will send out the link to this tutorial 



http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/

https://obojobo.ucf.edu/view/5488
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during the semester. Unless otherwise specified by the instructor (such as on 
team quizzes), your work must be your own. Cheating can come in many forms, 
including plagiarism. Plagiarism is when writers use other people's words or 
ideas and do not give them credit. Use footnotes or endnotes to give credit for 
direct quotes, paraphrased quotes, or borrowed ideas. Feel free to discuss 
readings and ideas with fellow students, but if you use their ideas, please 
reference them accordingly. If you don't know what footnotes or endnotes are, 
please ask me. Do not use papers written for previous classes or large sections 
of such papers, as this constitutes self-plagiarism according to UCF policy.  Do 
not quote or paraphrase without giving credit in footnotes or endnotes. Do not 
copy or use papers or sections of papers from the web or other sources. I 
assume that all students in this class could write a better term paper than the 
junk sold on the Internet and will not resort to such dubious sources for their 
assignments. In the event that I suspect a paper of being plagiarized, I will use 
Turnitin.com to help with that determination.  
 
If I determine that there has been an instance of unambiguous academic 
dishonesty in the course, I will inform you of my concern and report the violation 
to Office of Student Rights and Responsibilities.  At the end of the semester, a 
letter grade of Z, indicating academic dishonesty, will precede the letter grade 
earned.  For more information about the Z grades and the process for appealing 
such a finding, please consult the following 
website: http://integrity.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade.  Particular assignments on which 
unambiguous cheating occurs will be penalized with an F (0 points).       
 


Disability Statement 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable 
accommodations for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in 
alternate formats upon request. Students with disabilities who need 
accommodations in this course must contact the professor at the beginning of the 
semester to discuss needed accommodations. No accommodations will be 
provided until the student has met with the professor to request 
accommodations. Students who need accommodations must be registered 
with Student Disability Services, Student Resource Center Room 132, phone 
(407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting 
accommodations from the professor. 


University Writing Center    


The University Writing Center (UWC) offers writing support to UCF students from 
first-year to graduate in every discipline. Trained peer consultants provide help at 
every stage of the writing process, including understanding assignments, 
researching, drafting, revising, incorporating sources, and learning to proofread 
and edit. The UWC’s purpose is not merely to fix papers or to make better 
writers, but to teach writers strategies to navigate complex situations for writing, 
both in and outside the University. Consultations are available for individuals and 



http://integrity.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade

http://www.sds.ucf.edu/
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small groups. To make the best use of the UWC, visit far enough before your due 
date to allow yourself time to revise after your consultation, browse the writing 
resources on our website, and arrange a regular weekly appointment if you’d like 
long-term help. You may schedule a 45-minute appointment by phone or by 
using the TutorTrac scheduler on our website; walk-in consultations are also 
available. The main location is in Colbourn 105 with satellite locations in the Main 
Library, Rosen Library & Online.  They can be reached at 407-823-2197 
or  http://uwc.cah.ucf.edu/. In addition, the UWC seeks graduate and 
undergraduate tutors from all majors; contact the UWC to learn more about peer 
writing consulting and ENC 4275/5276: Theory & Practice of Tutoring Writing, our 
three-credit tutor-education course. 


Copyright 


This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video 
clips, images, text materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the 
Fair Use doctrine in order to enhance the learning environment. Please do not 
copy, duplicate, download or distribute these items. The use of these materials is 
strictly reserved for this online classroom environment and your use only. All 
copyright materials are credited to the copyright holder. 


Third-Party Software and FERPA 


During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services 
and/or software applications sometimes called third-party software such as a 
blog or wiki. While some of these could be required assignments, you need not 
make any personally identifying information on a public site. Do not post or 
provide any private information about yourself or your classmates. Where 
appropriate you may use a pseudonym or nickname. Some written assignments 
posted publicly may require personal reflection/comments, but the assignments 
will not require you to disclose any personally identity-sensitive information. If you 
have any concerns about this, please contact your instructor. 
 


Course Schedule 
 


Time 
Frame Topic Assignments Open& 


close  dates  


Aug. 19 -
Sep. 2  


Module 1:  Theoretical Overview  


Chapter 1. Thinking About IR Theory 


Discussion 
Quiz 
 


8/19 9 AM &  
9/2   6 AM 


Sep. 2 –
Sep. 16  


Module 2:  Realism   


Chapter 2. Realism 


Discussion 
Quiz 
 


9/2   9 AM &  
9/16 6AM  



http://uwc.cah.ucf.edu/
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Sep. 16 – 
Sep. 30  


Module 3: Liberalism   


Chapter 3. Liberalism 


Discussion 
Quiz   
 


9/16 9 AM &  
9/30 6 AM 


Sep. 30 –
Oct. 14  


Module 4:  Economic 
Structuralism    


Chapter 4. Economic Structuralism 


Discussion 
Quiz 
 


9/30 9 AM 
&  
10/14 6 AM  


Oct. 14  -
Oct. 16  


 Midterm Exam 10/14 9 AM  
&  
10/16 6 AM 


Oct. 14 - 
Oct. 21  


Module 5:  The English School  


Chapter 5. The English School 


Discussion 
Quiz   
 


10/14 9 AM 
&  
10/21 6 AM 
 
 


Oct. 21 –
Nov. 18  


Module 6:  Interpretive 
Understandings 


PART II. INTERPRETIVE 
UNDERSTANDINGS  
Chapter 6. Constructivist Understandings 
Chapter 7. Positivism, Critical Theory, and 
Postmodern Understandings 
Chapter 8. Feminist Understandings in IR 
Theory 


Discussion 
Quiz 
     


10/21 9 AM 
&  
11/18 6 AM 


Nov. 18 
– Dec. 2 


Module 7:  Normative Theory  


Chapter 9. Normative IR Theory 


Discussion 
Quiz 
Paper Due   


11/18 9 AM 
&  
12/2 6 AM 


Dec. 4 - 
Dec. 6 


 Final Exam 12/4 9 AM  
&  
12/6 6 AM   


 
Note:  The opening time for all initial discussions and assessments is 9:00 A.M. 
on the opening date unless otherwise indicated.  First initial discussion posts 
must be completed by 6:00 P.M. on the last Saturday of the module. Final 
deadlines for follow-up discussion posts and assessment is 6:00 A.M. on last day 
of the module unless otherwise indicated.  Check the Class Announcements 
daily for any changes or updates from Dr. Vasquez. 
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Other important Dates: 
Date  Event 
Thursday, August 22, 11:59 P.M. Drop deadline  
Friday, August 23, 11:59 P.M. Add deadline  
Monday, Oct. 28, 11:59 P.M.  Withdrawal deadline  


General procedures for each module (more details will be 
provided with each module as it is released) 


Activities/Assignments: 
1.  Text:   Read and take notes over the assigned reading. 


 
2. Instructor videos: Watch and take notes over material covered in the video clips 


of Dr. Vasquez’s discussion of the material that accompany this module by 
clicking on the links that will be provided within each module.    


 
3. Worldwide web video viewing and Blog posting:  


a. Watch the Internet video provided for each module.    
b. After viewing the video, you should post your answers to the following 


questions for the discussion group to which you will be assigned at the 
beginning of the semester. 
To post your input for the module, go to the Discussions Tool and post 
your answers to the questions assigned for the module that corresponds 
with the time frame denoted above in the schedule.  You will be able to 
start on this assignment as of 9:00 A.M., on the first Monday in each 
module and it must be completed by 6:00 P.M., on the last Saturday of 
the module. Over the course of the semester, 2 of your posts will be 
selected at random for grading in accord with the discussion rubric that 
can be found in the Syllabus section under the Modules tab on our 
courses’ website on Webcourses@UCF. 


c. Take note that you must post a follow-up response to at least one other 
student by the end time for the assignment in order to receive full credit 
for this assignment, which is why everyone must make their initial post 
before 6:00 P.M. on the final Saturday during each module.  To post your 
response to an initial post, go to the Discussions Tool and post your 
response to one of the answers from a fellow classmate in your 
discussion group that has not already been the subject of a reply for the 
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blog title that corresponds to the topic of each module.  You will be able 
to start on this assignment once one of your group members has posted 
an answer (that has not already been replied to by another member of 
your group) after 9:00 A.M., on the first Monday of a new module and it 
must be completed by 6:00 A.M., on the Monday that ends each module.   
Over the course of the semester, 2 of these posted replies will be graded 
in accord with the discussion rubric that can be found in the Syllabus 
section under the Modules tab on our courses’ website on 
Webcourses@UCF. 
 


4. Quiz: Go to the Assessments Tool and complete the quiz for each module 
between 9:00 A.M., on the first Monday of each module and 6:00 A.M., on the 
last Monday of each module.  This quiz is based on topics related to this 
module’s content.   You have one attempt and 15 minutes to complete this quiz.  
 


5. Survey: Complete the untimed online survey between 9:00 A.M., on the first 
Monday of Week 2 each module and 6:00 A.M., on the last Monday of each 
module.  To take the survey, go to the Assessments Tool and select the survey 
for the appropriate module. This survey will be used to provide course feedback 
to the instructor. 
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POS 4030: Politics of Sports (3 credit hours) 
Department of Political Science, The University of Central Florida 


Syllabus 


 


 


Instructor Contact 


Professor Andrea Vieux 


avieux@knights.ucf.edu* 


 


 


Office Location UCF Valencia West Campus 


Building 11, Suite 300 (Room 


300A) 


 


UCF Main Campus 


HPH 302 


Office Telephone* (407) 582-5727 


 


(407) 823-2608 


Office Hours By appointment 


 


Tuesdays 


1pm to 3pm 


 


All office hours are first come, first served.  You can make an appointment with me during my 


office hours to ensure that I see you at the time you are available.  Appointments take priority 


over walk-ins. 


The best way to reach me is via my knights email or the mail tab in webcourses.  If you send me 


an email via the webcourse DO NOT send me the same email via the knights email.  If you send 


me an email via knights email, DO NOT send me the same email via the webcourse. 


       


 


Course Information: 
 


Course Name  POS 4030: The Politics of Sports 


Course ID & Section ID: 90664    Section: OW59 


Credit Hours  3 credits 


Semester/Year  Fall 2013 


Location/Time Online 


 


 







Course Syllabus: 
 


This is the course syllabus, and should be treated as a written agreement between the professor 


and student.  Students should refer to the syllabus for any questions pertaining to the course, 


grading, etc.  Any deviations from this syllabus will be announced in class.  Therefore, students 


are responsible for any announcements made in class, and any information or handouts given out 


in class.  Absence is not an excuse for ignorance. 


 


Additional Note:  This is the second time this class has been taught at UCF and is probably one 


of the only classes in the United States on this emerging topic.  Therefore, some flexibility is 


warranted.  The schedule and readings are subject to change. 


 


Course Description: 
 


An analysis of the political science approach to sports policy.  Covers emergent concerns in 


sports policy, institutional interventions in sports regulations, the politics of sports arenas and 


teams, and civic and political engagement through sport. 


 


 


Course Objectives: 
 


Students will be able to: 


 Identify the connections between political science theories and sports policy-making. 


 Compare and contrast the role of various political systems in sports policy. 


 Discuss the changing context of sports regulations. 


 Evaluate the problematic and valuable aspects of sports and sports policy. 


 


 


Additional Items of Note: 
 


 This class is a combination of lectures and activities.  Relevant concepts will be covered 


in the lecture, and many of these concepts will be applied via various activities.  


Therefore, it is imperative that students attend class regularly to fully understand the 


research process.  


 The reading associated with any of the lectures is meant to be read BEFORE that lecture. 


 If you have any questions, please ask.  


 The best way to reach me is via knights email. 


 You may NOT record classroom meetings (voice or video recordings). Reasonable 


accommodations can be made for students with disabilities—speak with me before 


recording anything. 







 Your failure to plan is not my emergency. Stay on top of your classwork and get started well 


in advance of the deadline.  See How to Study.org 


 ALL work MUST be your own. 


 


 


Readings (To be completed before each class):  
 


 


Required Books:  


 


Cha, Victor D. 2009. Beyond the Final Score: The Politics of Sport in Asia. New York: 


Columbia University Press. 


 


Markovits, Andrei S. and Lars Rensmann. 2010. Gaming the World: How Sports are Reshaping 


Global Politics and Culture. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press.   


 


 


Additional Required Readings: 


 


Journal Articles will be listed and students will access them on through the UCF library site.   


Weblinks will be posted on the course website. 


 


Grading and Responsibilities 
 


Each component of the student’s grade will be calculated on a scale of 0-100%, and will be 


weighted by the amount specified to compose the student’s final grade.   


 


 


Participation (30% of the course grade): 
 


In order to fully engage in this course, students will be expected engage with other students in 


online discussions—that is these are discussions between students on which I (or my Teaching 


Assistant) will occasionally comment.  For each discussion, a student is required to post on the 


topic, and reply to at least one other student’s post.  Each required discussion element is to be 


posted by 8:00 AM on the due date.  Late posts will not be accepted for the purpose of grading 


(i.e. will not count). Any disruptive behavior, inappropriate comments, activities not related to 


the course, etc. will reflect poorly on the student’s participation grade.  All work must be your 


own. 


 



http://www.howtostudy.org/





Grades for participation are based on both the quantity and the quality of the posts. Doing the 


bare minimum number of posts does NOT guarantee you full credit (or an A).  Full credit (A-


level) work is excellent, B-level work is good, and C-level work is satisfactory. While one can 


(theoretically) have a stellar/excellent single reply, it is far better to ‘hedge your bets’ on overall 


quality with multiple replies—remember the goal is to engage and discuss with your classmates.  


 


Posting something someone else has already said, saying I agree, etc. is not considered a quality 


post.  Furthermore, initial posts should be relevant to the assigned topic—technical questions 


should be posted in the technical questions forum, questions on course concepts and content 


should be posted in the course content discussion, questions for me should be posted in the 


general discussion forum or emailed to me, questions about assessments, your grades, etc. should 


be emailed to me.  


 


The discussions are intended to promote Active Learning. Meaning, you are interacting with 


each other and sharing ideas, etc. in order to fully grasp material. Active learning has been 


shown to enhance student outcomes (i.e. information retention and learning). By only replying to 


one student you aren’t really engaged in the material as much as you would be if you had a full 


conversation. Because this is an online course, discussions are one of the only ways to achieve 


this type of learning—hence the need to fully engage in the discussions. 


 


Students are expected to attend all classes and participate in online discussions.  You must be 


present to participate.  Anyone who may have problems with this rule should contact me.  The 


student’s participation will depend on the student’s conduct.  Any disruptive behavior, 


inappropriate comments, activities not related to the course, etc. will reflect poorly on the 


student’s participation grade.  See the stipulations academic misconduct, non-academic 


misconduct, and classroom conduct for more detail about inappropriate behavior.  


 


There is no make-up of missed participation or missed classes.  If you are absent: first, look at 


the syllabus and readings for that week; second, ask you classmates for any announcements or 


notes; third, if you can’t make sense of that material come to me with specific questions about 


what you do not understand.  Do not expect me to relay an entire class worth of material to you. 


NO late work, NO MAKE-UPS 
 


 


Assessment (30% of the course grade) 
 


There are 3 assessments, each worth 10% of your course grade.  Assessment questions will come 


from any material covered in the course (such as readings, lectures, activities, assignments, 


discussions, etc.).  This class will meet during the regularly scheduled final assessment period, 


during the University’s finals week.  NO late work, NO MAKE-UPS. 


 


 



http://www1.umn.edu/ohr/teachlearn/tutorials/active/what/index.html





Case Exploration (25% of course grade): 
 


Each student will be required to write a short paper exploring a single case that applies course 


material.  It should discuss the specifics of the case, and identify aspects of the case that relate to 


the politics of sports and the issues we have covered in this class (theories, concepts, laws, ideas, 


etc.).  It will go beyond a simple, superficial description of sports.  It will include connections 


between sports and politics. 


 


They are not simple summaries of the material, but are critical analyses of concepts, theories, 


events, implications, etc.  They will be at least two pages (no more than three) single spaced 


(with no extra space between paragraphs), with 1-inch margins and 12 point font (Times New 


Roman).  They will be uploaded (in a WORD file that is openable and uncorrupted) to the 


webcourse by 8:00 AM on the due date.  The paper is worth 25% of your course grade.  NO late 


work, NO MAKE-UPS. 


 


Case Presentation and Discussion Leadership (15% of course grade): 
 


The student is also required to prepare a short (5-10 minute) presentation to the class (using 


technological tools such as audio recordings over power point slides or the screencasting site) 


outlining the case and its elements, concepts, implications, etc.  The presentation must also 


include questions for discussion. You will upload your presentation to the appropriate discussion 


thread and lead a discussion of that case.  In your thread, you will also clearly post the discussion 


questions that come from your presentation. This presentation is worth 15% of your course 


grade.  NO late work, NO MAKE-UPS. 


 


 


Some Notes on Grading: 
 


The fact that you are in college suggests that you were a decent student in high school.  It does 


not, however, mean you will be getting an A in this course.  Enrollment in this course does not 


mean you earned an A in this course. Earning an A might require more diligence than you are 


used to.  The letter grade “A” is reserved for excellence, “B” for good, and “C” for satisfactory.  


Doing the bare minimum is not A-level work. 


 


For an undergraduate course, it is expected that you spend at least 3 hours outside of class time 


for every course credit hour studying, preparing, completing work, etc.  So, if you only spend 9 


hours outside of class time doing these things, you are not doing the bare minimum.  Also, 


beyond spending enough time studying, etc. you should be using your time effectively.  


Spending 9 hours studying is not a guarantee of an A. 


 


 







Extra credit:  There is no extra credit in this course.  Do not expect any deviation from this 


policy.  


 


Attendance Policy:  Students should check in on the webcourse at least twice per week and 


are required to attend all classes. 


 


 


Grade Breakdown: 
 


Participation  


Assessments  


Case Exploration Paper 


Presentation and Discussion Leadership  


30% 


30% 


25% 


15% 


 


 


Grading Scale: 
 


94-100  A 


90-93  A- 


88-89  B+ 


84-87  B 


80-83  B- 


78-79  C+ 


74-77  C 


70-73  C- 


68-69  D+ 


64-67  D 


60-63  D- 


0 - 59  F 


 


Late Papers and Make-Ups:  
 


DUE DATES for the term paper and assignments are FINAL. Late work will NOT be accepted 


for a grade. Students are encouraged not to wait until the last minute to complete assigned work.  


Only under exceptional circumstances and with the permission of your professor are students 


allowed to make-up an exam (if the instructor is informed and gives permission prior to the 


scheduled exam). To qualify for this exemption from the DUE DATE rule, you must: notify me 


in advance of the exam/paper due date of your possible absence, AND provide a legitimate 


reason for your absence (death in family, serious injury, etc.). Do not anticipate any deviation 


from this policy. 







 


 


Deadlines: 
 


Students are encouraged not to wait until the last minute to complete assigned work.  Your 


failure to plan is not my emergency. 


 


If you wait until the last minute and have a technical (i.e. webcourses@UCF, Library 


Information Literacy Module, etc.) or any other type of issue, do not expect any deviation from 


the NO late work policy.  Begin to complete your assigned tasks with more than enough time in 


case you run into troubles or take longer to complete the task than you anticipated.  


 


The online@UCF support is available by email Monday thru Friday 8am to 5pm and by phone 


from 8:30am to 4:30 pm Monday thru Friday. 


 


Protocols 
 


Research and Writing Skills:  
 


References required for written/class/online assignments must be relevant to our research, 


academic, authoritative and reliable. If you are a little shaky on academic standards governing 


acceptable references, ask questions of myself, or a librarian (or refer to the UCF library 


website). 


 


All written communication follows standard rules of English grammar and spelling.  If you are a 


little rusty on the standards acceptable in the academic community, go to the writing center, or 


ask me.  All written work should be presented in a formal, professional manner; using proper 


language and formatting, and should be edited for grammar, spelling, and writing flow/style.  


 


 


Writing Center:  
 


The University Writing Center (UWC) is a free resource for UCF undergraduates and graduates. 


At the UWC, a trained writing consultant will work individually with you on anything you're 


writing (in or out of class), at any point in the writing process from brainstorming to editing. 


Appointments are recommended, but not required. For more information or to make an 


appointment, visit the UWC website at http://uwc.cah.ucf.edu/, stop by Colbourn 105, or call 


407.823.2197. 


 







 


Academic Honesty (and Misconduct) 
 


Plagiarism and Cheating of any kind on an examination, quiz, or assignment will result at least in 


an "F" (or zero) for that assignment (and may, depending on the severity of the case, lead to an 


"F" for the entire course) and may be subject to appropriate referral to the Office of Student 


Conduct for further action. See the UCF Golden Rule for further information. I will assume for 


this course that you will adhere to the academic creed of this University and will maintain the 


highest standards of academic integrity. In other words, don't cheat in any way (including but not 


limited to giving answers to others or taking them from anyone else). I will also adhere to the 


highest standards of academic integrity, so please do not ask me to change (or expect me to 


change) your grade illegitimately or to bend or break rules. 


 


Don’t Plagiarize (not properly citing sources, passing off someone else’s work as your own, 


handing in a paper written for another class, etc.).  Plagiarism and Cheating of any kind on an 


examination, quiz, or assignment will result at least in an "F" (or zero) for that assignment (and 


may, depending on the severity of the case, lead to an "F" for the entire course) and may be 


subject to appropriate referral to the Office of Student Conduct for further action. See the UCF 


Golden Rule, the FTCL page on academic integrity, and the library web-site for further 


information.   ALL work MUST be your own. 


 


Turnitin.com: In this course we may utilize turnitin.com, an automated system which instructors 


can use to quickly and easily compare each student's assignment with billions of web sites, as 


well as an enormous database of student papers that grows with each submission. Accordingly, 


you may be expected to submit assignments in both hard copy and electronic format. After the 


assignment is processed, as an instructor I receive a report from turnitin.com that states if and 


how another author’s work was used in the assignment. For a more detailed look at this process, 


visit http://www.turnitin.com 


 


 


Non-Academic Misconduct 
 


The scope and content of the material included in this course are defined by the professor in 


consultation with the responsible academic unit. Although the orderly exchange of ideas, 


including questions and discussions prompted by lectures, discussion sessions and laboratories, 


is viewed as a key part of the educational environment, the professor has the right to limit the 


scope and duration of these interactions.  


 


Students who engage in disruptive behavior, including persistent refusal to observe boundaries 


defined by the professor regarding inappropriate talking, discussions, and questions in the 


classroom may be subject to discipline for non-academic misconduct for disruption of teaching 


or academic misconduct, as defined in the Golden Rule Student Handbook also defines potential 


sanctions for these types of infractions. 



http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://www.fctl.ucf.edu/TeachingAndLearningResources/ClassroomManagement/AcademicIntegrity/

http://library.ucf.edu/

http://www.turnitin.com/





 


Examples of inappropriate behavior include, but are not limited to: text messaging, talking or 


using cell phones, (turn off cell phones prior to class), reading the newspaper, doing the 


crossword or Sudoku, surfing the internet, listening to music, downloading music, watching 


movies or videos, checking scores, cursing, using offensive or inappropriate language of any 


kind, name calling, inappropriate actions of any kind, etc.  Any student acting in a disruptive 


manner may be asked to leave the classroom and will forfeit participation and attendance credit. 


Further action may be taken if offenses warrant. 


 


Classroom Conduct: 
 


Turn off all cell phones: Each time a cell phone rings during class, everyone will lose one 


point from their final grade, but if the professor’s cell phone rings then everyone will receive an 


extra point on their final grade.  In-class disturbances waste your classmates’ time and money 


(tuition).  Also, please do not read the newspaper, use class time to sleep, do work for other 


classes, or listen to music during class. 


 


 


Classroom Expectations 
 


The following ground rules will help your work in this course to go much more smoothly. Please 


carefully review these expectations and follow them. 


 


1. Academic integrity will be appraised according to the student academic behavior 


standards outlined in The Golden Rule of the University of Central Florida’s Student 


Handbook. See http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/ for further details. 


2. Don’t turn in late assignments. Late submissions will result in a zero (will not be 


accepted). 


3. Keep up with the reading and tasks. You have quite a few chapters, modules, discussion 


postings, and e-mail messages to read for the class. Students who keep up with the 


reading tend to do much better in this kind of class than those who do not. 


4. Don’t miss a quiz. Missed quizzes may not be retaken. No make-ups 


5. Work with others. You are required to make every effort to work effectively and 


promptly with others in your groups. Fair criticism of your failure to work effectively 


with others will significantly affect your collaboration and participation grade. 


6. No make-ups on missed assignments, activities, discussions, quizzes, exams, and/or 


papers. 


 


 


Computer Usage:   
 



http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/





Students will be expected to have access to a computer frequently, as all writing assignments 


used will be typed out and not handwritten. The software you use to write your assignments is 


irrelevant, as long as you follow my writing guidelines outlined in my syllabus. I recommend 


you to have access to a computer weekly. If you do not own a computer, there are computer 


accessible to you in all UCF's computer labs. For further information on computer labs, please 


see the following website: http://registrar.sdes.ucf.edu/webguide/index_quickfind.aspx. 


 


 


Webcourses@UCF:  
 


Webcourses is an online course management system (accessed through my.ucf.edu and then the 


"Online Course Tools" tab) which will be used as a medium for turning in assignments and a 


forum for communicating with your teammates. Under the "Discussion" section, you will have a 


designated forum section. My recommendation is to check Webcourses every 2-3 days for 


updates from your teammates or myself.  I will post the lecture outlines, study guides and lab 


assignments on Blackboard.  If you are not familiar with this web site or you need more 


information please let me know.    


 


Privacy:  Access to Blackboard is extended to you for the duration of your enrollment in the 


course, providing that you comply with class and school policies. You may not share that access 


with another person who is not enrolled in the course. Students who do so violate the privacy of 


other students as well as school policy. The act may lead to the violator being denied access to 


the Blackboard shell. 


 


On occasion, I permit others to enter the course, to critique my work, to view the operations of 


the course, or to work on a technical problem. For the entire term, my technical consultant has 


access to the course to provide continuity for you should the unexpected happen to me. 


 


 


E-Mail:  
 


I will communicate with you through e-mail to answer questions regarding class assignments and 


exams.  Regarding exams, I will not give exact answers for possible exam questions, but rather 


will provide information to help you find the answers. Professional e-mail communication is an 


important skill that will last beyond the class and college experience.  Keep in mind how you 


want to present yourself through e-mail. 


 


In this class our official mode of communication is through email. All communication between 


student and instructor and between student and student should be respectful and professional. As 


of 2009, Knightsmail is the only official student email at UCF. Class rosters list Knightsmail 


addresses rather than external email addresses, and all official class communications will be sent 


only to the Knightsmail addresses. Students are responsible for checking their Knightsmail 


accounts regularly. See www.knightsemail.ucf.edu for further information. 



http://registrar.sdes.ucf.edu/webguide/index_quickfind.aspx

http://my.ucf.edu/

http://www.knightsemail.ucf.edu/





 


E-mail will be an integral part of this course. Make sure you: 


 


1. Check your webcourses e-mail at least twice per week (more often is better). 


2. Be patient. Don’t expect an immediate response when you send a message. Generally, 


two days is considered reasonable amount of time to receive a reply. 


3. Include "Subject" headings: use something that is descriptive and refer to a particular 


assignment or topic. 


4. Be courteous and considerate. Being honest and expressing yourself freely is very 


important but being considerate of others online is just as important as in the classroom. 


5. Make every effort to be clear. Online communication lacks the nonverbal cues that fill in 


much of the meaning in face-to-face communication. 


6. Do not use all caps. This makes the message very hard to read and is considered 


"shouting." Check spelling, grammar, and punctuation (you may want to compose in a 


word processor, then cut and paste the message into the discussion or e-mail). 


7. Break up large blocks of text into paragraphs and use a space between paragraphs. 


8. Sign your e-mail messages. 


9. DO NOT email me hours (24 or less) before something is due to ask me questions about 


it.  You need to stay on task so that I have an appropriate amount of time to read the 


message and respond (generally, that is 48 hours). 


 


Never assume that your e-mail can be read by no one except yourself; others may be able to read 


or access your mail. Never send or keep anything that you would not mind seeing on the evening 


news. 
See these websites for helpful information on how to write professional emails. 


  


How to Email a Professor 


How to Email a Professor 


How to Email Your Professor 


Students: How to email your professor, employer, or professional peers 


How to email your professor: FAQ 


 


 


 


Netiquette 
 


"Netiquette" has evolved to aid us in infusing our electronic communications with some of these 


missing behavioral pieces.  Do not use emoticons, causal abbreviations, or other non-


professional forms of communication in this course.  Use words in an appropriate fashion. 


 


The important thing to remember is that all of the "cute" symbols in the world cannot replace 


your careful choice of words and "tone" in your communication.  The words we choose convey a 


particular tone, and that tone is critical to professional communication. 


 


You can learn more about Netiquette and electronic communication by visiting Learning Online. 



http://www.wikihow.com/Email-a-Professor

http://web.wellesley.edu/SocialComputing/Netiquette/netiquetteprofessor.html

https://cms.cerritos.edu/uploads/ifalcon/How_to_Email_your_Professor.pdf

http://chrisblattman.com/2010/11/08/students-how-to-email-to-your-professor-employer-and-professional-peers/

http://www.cwu.edu/~glasbys/EMAIL





 


 


Instructor Availability  
  


Students wishing to meet with me can do so before or after class, during office hours (listed at 


top of first page), or by appointment.  Please be aware that the easiest way to reach me is via e-


mail.  


 


 


Students with Disabilities  
 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all 


persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students 


with disabilities who need accommodations in this course must contact the professor at the 


beginning of the semester to discuss needed accommodations. No accommodations will be 


provided until the student has met with the professor to request accommodations. Students who 


need accommodations must be registered with Student Disability Services, Ferrell Commons 


Room 132, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting 


accommodations from the professor. 


 


Schedule (tentative)* 
Instructor reserves the right to change or alter the schedule; changes will be announced 


Week Date 
Range 


Due Date 
(8:00am) 


Readings & Graded 
Items 


Module & Questions 
 


 


 
   INTRODUCTION 


1 8/19 to 


9/2 


 Green & Hartman “Politics and 


Sports: Strange, Secret Bedfellows” 


Beam, “Why is Congress Always 


Meddling with Sports?” 


Thomas, “Politics and Sports” 


Joyce, “Where Sports and Politics 


Intersect” 


 


 Are politics and 


sports related? If 


so, how? 


 Should politics and 


sports be 


intertwined?  What 


are the arguments 


in support and 


opposition of this? 


 What is the 


argument why 


Congress can and 


does ‘mess’ with 



http://thesocietypages.org/papers/politics-and-sport/

http://thesocietypages.org/papers/politics-and-sport/

http://www.slate.com/articles/news_and_politics/explainer/2009/12/interference.html

http://www.slate.com/articles/news_and_politics/explainer/2009/12/interference.html

http://tech.mit.edu/V123/N16/acthomas16.16c.html

http://www.realclearsports.com/articles/2010/11/07/where_sports_and_politics_intersect_97119.html

http://www.realclearsports.com/articles/2010/11/07/where_sports_and_politics_intersect_97119.html





sports? 
  9/2 Introductory Quiz  


    MODULE 1: 


International Relations & 


Economic Development 


2 9/3 to 9/9  International Relations 


 


Cha, Preface, Chapter 1, and 


Chapter 2 


Markovits and Rensmann, Chapter 


1 and Conclusion 


 What and the ways 


in which sports and 


international 


relations are 


intertwined? 


 What are the lenses 


through which we 


can view the 


relationship 


between sports and 


politics? 


 Which of these 


lenses do the 


authors of our 


textbooks utilize to 


view the 


relationship 


between politics 


and sports? 


 What are the 


specific arguments 


that these texts are 


making? And how 


do they relate to 


politics? 
  9/6 


9/9 


Discussion 1: Initial Post 


Discussion 1: Reply 


 


 


3 9/10 to 


9/16 


 International Relations & 


Comparative Politics 


 


Markovits and Rensmann, Chapter 


2 and Chapter 3 


Cha, Chapter 3 & Chapter 4 


 In what ways to 


sports and sports 


cultures enhance 


diplomacy (or 


become a tool of 


diplomacy? 


 In what ways might 


sports and sports 


cultures inhibit 


diplomacy, or 


create or add to 


existing conflict? 


 What role to 


athletes play in 







creating or 


challenging sports 


culture? 


 What is meant by 


athletes at the 


‘vanguard’ of 


culture?  What are 


some possible 


implications of 


being part of this 


vanguard? 
  9/13 


9/16 


Discussion 2: Initial Post 


Discussion 2: Reply 


 


 


4 9/17 to 


9/23 


 Economic Development 


 


Humphreys and Zimbalist, “The 


Financing and Economic Impact of 


the Olympic Games” 


Rich, “The Economics and Politics 


of Sports Facilities 


DeMause, “Why do Mayors 


Love Sports Stadiums?” 


Cha, Chapter 5, Chapter 6, 


Chapter 7, & Postscript 
 


 What are the 


arguments in favor 


of holding ‘mega-


events’ (like the 


Olympics, 


Superbowl, or 


March Madness)?   


 What are the 


arguments against 


pursuing these 


mega-events? 


 What are the 


reasons that cities 


might want to build 


sports facilities?  


What are the 


arguments in favor 


of these 


developments? 


 What are the 


counter-arguments 


for building sports 


stadiums? 


 What are the 


political benefits or 


costs to such events 


or stadiums? 


 What do these 


events mean for 


economic 


development and 


the citizens of the 



http://www.thenation.com/article/162400/why-do-mayors-love-sports-stadiums#axzz2boBi3QRo

http://www.thenation.com/article/162400/why-do-mayors-love-sports-stadiums#axzz2boBi3QRo





cities? 
  9/20 


9/23 


Discussion 3: Initial Post  


Discussion 3: Reply 


 


 


    MODULE 2: 


Identity Politics 


5 9/24 to 


9/30 


 Gender 


 


Markovits & Rensmann, Chapter 4 


US Dept. of Education, “Gender” 


Kane, “Sex Sells, Not Women’s 


Sports” 


 What is the 


reasoning/logic 


behind Title IX? 


 What are the rules 


surrounding Title 


IX compliance? 


 What are some 


issues that female 


athletes have to 


deal with? 


 What are some 


issues that female 


spectators have to 


deal with? 
  9/30 Assessment 1 


 


 


6 10/1 to 10/7  Race and Ethnicity 


 


Markovits & Rensmann, Chapter 5 


Rosner & Shropshire, “Race” 


Paul, “Class Struggle on the Court” 


Tillery, “The Black Athlete Today” 


 


 What is the role of 


racial and ethnic 


minority athletes in 


the 


cosmopolitization 


of culture? 


 What are some 


issues that racial 


and ethnic minority 


athletes have to 


deal with? 


 What are some 


issues that racial 


and ethnic minority 


spectators have to 


deal with? 


 What is it about 


American sports 


and sporting events 


that is so different 


than those in other 


countries (in 


reference to racial 


or ethnic issues)? 
  10/4 Discussion 4: Initial Post  



http://www.thenation.com/article/162390/sex-sells-sex-not-womens-sports#axzz2boBi3QRo

http://www.thenation.com/article/162390/sex-sells-sex-not-womens-sports#axzz2boBi3QRo

http://www.thenation.com/article/162383/black-athlete-today#axzz2boBi3QRo





10/7 Discussion 4: Reply 


 


7 10/8 to 


10/14 


 Sexual Orientation 


 


Wolf, “America’s Deepest Closet” 


Women’s Sports Foundation, 


“Sexual Orientation Discrimination 


in Sport.” 


King, “9 LGBT Athletes of 


Color…” 


 


 What are the issues 


that LGBT athletes 


have to deal with? 


 What are the issues 


that LGBT 


spectators have to 


deal with? 


 Is the pursuit of 


LGBT athlete 


rights related to the 


struggle for rights 


of other under-


represented or 


discriminated 


against athletes?  
  10/11 


10/14 


Discussion 5: Initial Post 


Discussion 5: Reply 


 


 


    MODULE 3: 


College & Pro Sports 


8 10/15 to 


10/21 


 Leagues & Unions 


 


Jacobs, “Professional Sports 


Leagues…” 


US Senate, “Sports Anti-trust” 


SCOTUS, “Pro-Sports and Anti-


Trust” 


Bartee, “Anti-Trust Law” 


Rosner & Shropshire, “Labor 


Matters: Unions” 


Dryer, “Beyond the Box Score…” 


 


 What are Anti-trust 


laws, and how are 


they related to pro 


sports? 


 Are all pro sports 


treated equally 


under anti-trust 


laws?  Why or why 


not? 


 What do anti-trust 


laws have to do 


with unions? 


 What does Jacobs 


say about anti-trust 


law, their 


interpretation, and 


their applicability 


to sports? (what is 


his argument?) 


 What are the 


various eras of 


athlete union 


influence? 


 In what ways have 


athletic unions 



http://www.thenation.com/article/162386/americas-deepest-closet#axzz2boBi3QRo

http://www.womenssportsfoundation.org/home/research/articles-and-reports/lgbt-issues/sexual-orientation-discrimination-in-sport

http://www.womenssportsfoundation.org/home/research/articles-and-reports/lgbt-issues/sexual-orientation-discrimination-in-sport

http://colorlines.com/archives/2013/04/9_lgbt_athletes_of_color_who_paved_the_way_for_jason_collins.html

http://colorlines.com/archives/2013/04/9_lgbt_athletes_of_color_who_paved_the_way_for_jason_collins.html

http://www.judiciary.senate.gov/about/history/SportsAntitrust.cfm

http://www.scotusblog.com/2010/01/pro-sports-and-antitrust-argument-preview/

http://www.scotusblog.com/2010/01/pro-sports-and-antitrust-argument-preview/

http://www.thesportjournal.org/article/role-antitrust-laws-professional-sports-industry-financial-perspective





changed sports and 


sports culture? 
     


9 10/22 to 


10/28 


 College Sports 


 


Markovits & Rensmann, Chapter 6 


Sauer, “College Sports Economics” 


Pappano, “How Big-Time 


Sports…” 


 Why are American 


college sports so 


different from 


college sports in 


other countries? 


 What are the 


purposes of college 


athletics in 


American society? 


 How do athletics 


programs ‘fit’ into 


the ‘missions’ of 


colleges and 


universities?   


 How do they 


detract from those 


missions? 


 What is the ‘status’ 


of athletic 


departments? (that 


is, are they 


independent of the 


university or not?) 


 How does this 


‘status’ influence 


their operations, 


finance, etc.? 


 How do athletic 


departments make 


money? 


 Where does the 


money go? 
     


10 10/29 to 


11/4 


 Rights & Responsibilities of 


Athletic Personnel  


 


Lipsyte, “Jocks vs. Pukes” 


Kay, “Athletes as Role Models” 


(read all of the stories listed) 


Purdue, “Are Athletes Role 


Models” (read all three Professors’ 


answers) 


Steinberg, “Why do we Make 


Athletes Role Models” 


 


 What are the 


stereotypes that are 


attached to athletes 


and non-athletes? 


 Why do these 


matter (help or hurt 


people, programs, 


society)? 


 Are athletes role 


models?  Why or 



http://www.nytimes.com/2012/01/22/education/edlife/how-big-time-sports-ate-college-life.html?_r=2&fb_source=message&

http://www.nytimes.com/2012/01/22/education/edlife/how-big-time-sports-ate-college-life.html?_r=2&fb_source=message&

http://www.thenation.com/article/162401/jocks-vs-pukes

http://www.citelighter.com/sports/sports/knowledgecards/athletes-as-role-models

http://www.purdue.edu/differencemakers/roberts.html

http://www.purdue.edu/differencemakers/roberts.html

http://www.forbes.com/sites/leighsteinberg/2013/01/20/why-do-we-make-athletes-role-models/

http://www.forbes.com/sites/leighsteinberg/2013/01/20/why-do-we-make-athletes-role-models/





why not? 


 If they are, should 


they be, why or 


why not? 


 What are the 


concerns that 


authors have about 


the role of athletes, 


coaches, managers, 


etc. having too 


much power? 


 Do we as a society 


treat athletes 


different from other 


citizens? If so, how 


and why? If not, 


how and why? 
  11/1 


11/4 


 


11/4 


Discussion 6: Initial Post 


Discussion 6: Reply 


 


Week 11 Case Exploration Papers 


& Presentations Due 


 


 


    MODULE 4: 


Case Explorations 


11 11/5 to 


11/11 


 The Olympics 


 


Olympics & Race 


Olympics & Sexual Orientation  


Olympics & Economic 


Development (case choices: Bejing, 


London, Sochi, Brazil) 


 


 


  11/8 


11/11 


11/11 


 


11/11 


Discussion 7:Initial Post 


Discussion 7: Reply 


Assessment 2 


 


Week 12 Case Exploration Papers 


& Presentations Due 


 


 


12 11/12 to 


11/18 


 Athlete Health & Safety 


 


PEDs in International Sports 


PEDs in US Sports 


NFL Concussion Scandal 


 


 


  11/15 


11/18 


 


11/18 


Discussion 8: Initial Post 


Discussion 8: Reply 


 


Week 13 Case Exploration Papers 


& Presentations Due 


 


 







13 11/19 to 


11/25 


 Other Issues in College & Pro 


Sports 


 


College Athlete Rights: Player Pay 


College Sports & Gender 


Race: Coaches, Managers, Owners 


NFL Collective Bargaining 


MLB Collective Bargaining & Curt 


Flood 


 


 


  11/22 


11/25 


 


11/25 


Discussion 8: Initial Post 


Discussion 8: Reply 


 


Week 14 Case Exploration Papers 


& Presentations Due 


 


 


14 11/26 to 


12/2 


 Case Potpourri 


 


Politicians & Sports 


Athletes & Political Statements 


FIFA & the World Cup 


Colombian Soccer & Drug Cartels 


 


 


  11/29 


12/2 


 


12/2 


Discussion 9: Initial Post 


Discussion 9: Reply 


 


Assessment 3 


 


 


*NOTES:  


All graded items are due by 8:00 AM on the due date unless otherwise noted. 
All dates and times are subject to change by Professor Vieux. Be informed and routinely check the Schedule, 


Announcements, and Discussions for any changes or updates 


Be Aware that Webcourses@UCF goes down for updates every Sunday at 6am for about four hours.  You should 


not attempt to take an assessment during this time.  I will not allow extra time for quizzes if you have been kicked 


from Webcourses@UCF. 
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POS 4142: Metropolitan Politics (3 credit hours) 


Department of Political Science, The University of Central Florida 


Syllabus 


 


Instructor Contact 


Professor Andrea Vieux 


avieux@knights.ucf.edu* 
 


Office Location UCF Valencia West Campus 


Building 11, Suite 300 (Room 


300A) 


 


UCF Main Campus 


HPH 302 


Office Telephone* (407) 582-5727 


 


(407) 823-2608 


Office Hours 1 hour Before & After Class 


By appointment 


Tuesdays 1pm to 3pm 


 


 


All office hours are first come, first served.  You can make an appointment with me during my office hours to 


ensure that I see you at the time you are available.  Appointments take priority over walk-ins. 


 


The best way to reach me is via my knights email or the mail tab in webcourses.  If you send me an email via 


the webcourse DO NOT send me the same email via the knights email.  If you send me an email via knights 


email, DO NOT send me the same email via the webcourse. 


 


Course Information: 


 


Course Name  POS 4142: Metropolitan Politics 


Course ID & Section ID: 91077    Section: 0050 


Credit Hours  3 credits 


Semester/Year  Fall 2013 


Location/Time 
Wednesday, 6pm to 8:50pm 


VW11, 0314 


 


 


Course Syllabus: 


 


This is the course syllabus, and should be treated as a written agreement between the professor and student.  


Students should refer to the syllabus for any questions pertaining to the course, grading, etc.  Any deviations 


from this syllabus will be announced in class.  Therefore, students are responsible for any announcements made 


in class, and any information or handouts given out in class.  Absence is not an excuse for ignorance.  Unless 


otherwise noted, all work is to be done individually. 


 


Course Description: 


 


Analysis of political patterns, processes, and issues in American communities. Intergovernmental relations and 


structural and political arrangements in the existing and emerging metropolitan areas. 
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Goals and Scope of the Course 


 


Students will be able to: 


 


 Identify and discover the historical, institutional, political, ethnic/racial, socio-economic, and cultural 


foundations of metropolitan politics 


 Compare and Contrast the effects of these metropolitan dynamics 


 Evaluate city economic development policy   


 


 


Readings (To be completed before each class):  


 


 


Required Texts:  


 Kantor, Paul and Dennis R. Judd. 2010. American Urban Politics in A Global Age: The Reader. 7
th


 


Edition. Boston: Pearson. (abbreviated K&J) 


 Ross, Bernard H. and Myron Levine. 2012. Urban Politics: Cities and Suburbs in a Global Age. 8
th


 


Edition. Armonk, New York: M.E. Sharpe. (abbreviated R&L) 


 


 


Additional Required Readings: 


 Journal Articles and web links will be listed and students will access them on through the UCF library 


site.   


 


 


Suggested Reading (for those with less background in American politics and/or local politics): 


 Pelissero, John P. 2003. Cities, Politics, and Policy: A Comparative Analysis. Washington, DC: CQ 


Press. 


 


 


Additional Items of Note: 


 


 This class is a combination of lectures and activities.  Relevant concepts will be covered in the lecture, 


and many of these concepts will be applied via various activities.  Therefore, it is imperative that 


students attend class regularly to fully understand the research process.  


 The reading associated with any of the lectures is meant to be read BEFORE that lecture. 


 If you have any questions, please ask.  


 The best way to reach me is via my knights email. 


 You may NOT record classroom meetings (voice or video recordings). Reasonable accommodations can 


be made for students with disabilities—speak with me before recording anything. 


 Your failure to plan is not my emergency. Stay on top of your classwork and get started well in advance of the 


deadline.  See How to Study.org 


 ALL work MUST be your own. 


   


 


Grading and Responsibilities  
 


Each component of the student’s grade will be calculated on a scale of 0-100%, and will be weighted by the 


amount specified to compose the student’s final grade.   



http://www.howtostudy.org/
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Participation (30% of the course grade): 
 


Students are expected to attend all classes and participate in face-to-face and online discussions. You must be 


present to participate.  Anyone who may have problems with this rule should contact me.  The student’s 


participation will depend on the student’s conduct.  Any disruptive behavior, inappropriate comments, activities 


not related to the course, etc. will reflect poorly on the student’s participation grade.  See the stipulations 


academic misconduct, non-academic misconduct, and classroom conduct for more detail about inappropriate 


behavior. Students should be aware of and be prepared to discuss contemporary issues in (and current events of) 


urban areas. 


 


In addition to discussions, there will, on occasion be short quizzes over the readings.  The student’s 


performance on these quizzes will be factored into the participation grade.  There are no make-ups of missed 


quizzes. 


 


There is no make-up of missed participation or missed classes.  If you are absent: first, look at the syllabus and 


readings for that week; second, ask you classmates for any announcements or notes; third, if you can’t make 


sense of that material come to me with specific questions about what you do not understand.  Do not expect me 


to relay an entire class worth of material to you. 


 


The readings, classes, assignments, and activities are intended to promote Active Learning. Meaning, you are 


interacting with each other and sharing ideas, etc. in order to fully grasp material. Active learning has been 


shown to enhance student outcomes (i.e. information retention and learning). By just showing up you aren’t 


really engaged in the material as much as you would be if you had a conversation.  


 


There is no make-up of missed participation.  If you are absent or not participating, you forfeit those 


points. 


 


 


 


Assessment (30% of the course grade) 
 
There will be a total of TWO assessments, each worth 15% of your course grade.  The final assessment will occur during 


the regularly scheduled final exam period, during the University’s finals week.  No make-up exams after the final.   NO 


MAKE-UP EXAMS—if you miss, it is a zero.   


 


 


Course Project (30% of the course grade): 
 


Students must hand in all work on time.  NO LATE WORK will be accepted.  ALL work will be turned in via 


the webcourses site.  You will upload an uncorrupted, open-able Word document (following specifications) 


using the appropriate link in the assignments tab by the due date.  If I cannot open your document in a readable 


format, it is as if it was NOT turned in.  Students are required to hand in an outline and summary (worth 5% of 


the course grade), and a final paper (25% of course grade) 


 


A complete description of the paper topic requirements is given on the final few pages of this syllabus. Students 


will choose from a provided list of cities and write a 6 – 8 page (double-spaced) research paper evaluating that 


city’s economic development policy.  Students should be prepared to share their evaluation with the class.  


Proper English, grammar, structuring, citation, and professional writing will also be a factor in the overall paper 


grade.  Refer to the grading rubric for a description of what makes an “A” paper.   NO LATE PAPERS WILL 


BE ACCEPTED; NO make-ups.   



http://www1.umn.edu/ohr/teachlearn/tutorials/active/what/index.html
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Project Presentation & Discussion (10% of course grade) 
 


You will present your city and its economic development policy to the class.  This should include key aspects of 


your project, such as some background on the city, a description of the economic development approach, and 


your analysis of the current policy as well as future projections and/or recommendations.  The professor will 


randomly assign students a presentation date.  All students should be prepared to present on 12/4.  There are no 


make-ups of missed presentations.  


 


The due dates and point break-down is as follows: 


 


Project Component: 


 


Percent of Overall Course Grade: Due Date 


Paper Outline & Summary 5% 10/30 


Final Paper and Participation 25% 11/20 


Participation & Presentation 10% 11/27* 


 


*NOTE: students should be prepared to present on the 23
rd


.  A final schedule of presentations will be handed 


out later in the semester once it is determined how many of each presentation there will be.  Once the schedule 


of presentations is determined, students must be present on their specified day.  NO make-ups of presentations 


if the student fails to attend class or present their project on their specified day. 


 


 


Some Notes on Grading: 


 


The fact that you are in college suggests that you were a decent student in high school.  It does not, however, 


mean you will be getting an A in this course.  Enrollment in this course does not mean you earned an A in this 


course. Earning an A might require more diligence than you are used to.  The letter grade “A” is reserved for 


excellence, “B” for good, and “C” for satisfactory.  Doing the bare minimum is not A-level work. 


 


For an undergraduate course, it is expected that you spend at least 3 hours outside of class time for every course 


credit hour studying, preparing, completing work, etc.  So, if you only spend 9 hours outside of class time doing 


these things, you are not doing the bare minimum.  Also, beyond spending enough time studying, etc. you 


should be using your time effectively.  Spending 9 hours studying is not a guarantee of an A. 


 


 


Extra credit:  There is no extra credit in this course.  Do not expect any deviation from this policy.  


 


 


Attendance Policy:  Students should check in on the webcourse at least twice per week and are required to 


attend all classes. 


 


 


Grade Breakdown: 


 


Participation  


Assessments  


Paper Outline & Summary 


Final Paper 


Presentation  


30% 


30% 


10% 


20% 


10% 
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Grading Scale: 


 


94-100  A 


90-93  A- 


88-89  B+ 


84-87  B 


80-83  B- 


78-79  C+ 


74-77  C 


70-73  C- 


68-69  D+ 


64-67  D 


60-63  D- 


0 - 59  F 


 


Late Papers and Make-Ups:  


 


DUE DATES are FINAL. Late work will NOT be accepted for a grade. There are no make-ups of missed work. 


Students are encouraged not to wait until the last minute to complete assigned work.  Only under exceptional 


circumstances and with the permission of your professor are students allowed to make-up an exam (if the 


instructor is informed and gives permission prior to the scheduled exam). To qualify for this exemption from the 


DUE DATE rule, you must: notify me in advance of the exam/paper due date of your possible absence, AND 


provide a legitimate reason for your absence (death in family, serious injury, etc.). Do not anticipate any 


deviation from this policy. 


 


Deadlines: 


 


Students are encouraged not to wait until the last minute to complete assigned work.  Your failure to plan is not 


my emergency. 


 


If you wait until the last minute and have a technical (i.e. webcourses@UCF, Library Information Literacy 


Module, etc.) or any other type of issue, do not expect any deviation from the NO late work policy.  Begin to 


complete your assigned tasks with more than enough time in case you run into troubles or take longer to 


complete the task than you anticipated.  


 


The online@UCF support is available by email Monday thru Friday 8am to 5pm and by phone from 8:30am to 


4:30 pm Monday thru Friday. 


 


Research and Writing Skills:  


 


References required for written/class/online assignments must be relevant to our research, academic, 


authoritative and reliable. If you are a little shaky on academic standards governing acceptable references, ask 


questions of myself, or a librarian (or refer to the UCF library website). 


 


All written communication follows standard rules of English grammar and spelling.  If you are a little rusty on 


the standards acceptable in the academic community, go to the writing center, or ask me.  All written work 


should be presented in a formal, professional manner; using proper language and formatting, and should be 


edited for grammar, spelling, and writing flow/style.  
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Writing Center:  


 


The University Writing Center (UWC) is a free resource for UCF undergraduates and graduates. At the UWC, a 


trained writing consultant will work individually with you on anything you're writing (in or out of class), at any 


point in the writing process from brainstorming to editing. Appointments are recommended, but not required. 


For more information or to make an appointment, visit the UWC website at http://uwc.cah.ucf.edu/, stop by 


Colbourn 105, or call 407.823.2197. 


 


 


Academic Honesty (and Misconduct) 


 


Plagiarism and Cheating of any kind on an examination, quiz, or assignment will result at least in an "F" (or 


zero) for that assignment (and may, depending on the severity of the case, lead to an "F" for the entire course) 


and may be subject to appropriate referral to the Office of Student Conduct for further action. See the UCF 


Golden Rule for further information. I will assume for this course that you will adhere to the academic creed of 


this University and will maintain the highest standards of academic integrity. In other words, don't cheat in any 


way (including but not limited to giving answers to others or taking them from anyone else). I will also adhere 


to the highest standards of academic integrity, so please do not ask me to change (or expect me to change) your 


grade illegitimately or to bend or break rules. 


 


Don’t Plagiarize (not properly citing sources, passing off someone else’s work as your own, handing in a paper 


written for another class, etc.).  Plagiarism and Cheating of any kind on an examination, quiz, or assignment 


will result at least in an "F" (or zero) for that assignment (and may, depending on the severity of the case, lead 


to an "F" for the entire course) and may be subject to appropriate referral to the Office of Student Conduct for 


further action. See the UCF Golden Rule, the FTCL page on academic integrity, and the library web-site for 


further information.   ALL work MUST be your own. 


 


Turnitin.com: In this course we may utilize turnitin.com, an automated system which instructors can use to 


quickly and easily compare each student's assignment with billions of web sites, as well as an enormous 


database of student papers that grows with each submission. Accordingly, you may be expected to submit 


assignments in both hard copy and electronic format. After the assignment is processed, as an instructor I 


receive a report from turnitin.com that states if and how another author’s work was used in the assignment. For 


a more detailed look at this process, visit http://www.turnitin.com 


 


 


Non-Academic Misconduct 


 


The scope and content of the material included in this course are defined by the professor in consultation with 


the responsible academic unit. Although the orderly exchange of ideas, including questions and discussions 


prompted by lectures, discussion sessions and laboratories, is viewed as a key part of the educational 


environment, the professor has the right to limit the scope and duration of these interactions.  


 


Students who engage in disruptive behavior, including persistent refusal to observe boundaries defined by the 


professor regarding inappropriate talking, discussions, and questions in the classroom may be subject to 


discipline for non-academic misconduct for disruption of teaching or academic misconduct, as defined in the 


Golden Rule Student Handbook also defines potential sanctions for these types of infractions. 


 


Examples of inappropriate behavior include, but are not limited to: text messaging, talking or using cell phones, 


(turn off cell phones prior to class), reading the newspaper, doing the crossword or Sudoku, surfing the internet, 



http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://www.fctl.ucf.edu/TeachingAndLearningResources/ClassroomManagement/AcademicIntegrity/

http://library.ucf.edu/

http://www.turnitin.com/
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listening to music, downloading music, watching movies or videos, checking scores, cursing, using offensive or 


inappropriate language of any kind, name calling, inappropriate actions of any kind, etc.  Any student acting in 


a disruptive manner may be asked to leave the classroom and will forfeit participation and attendance credit. 


Further action may be taken if offenses warrant. 


 


 


Classroom Conduct: 


 


Turn off all cell phones: Each time a cell phone rings during class, everyone will lose one point from their 


final grade, but if the professor’s cell phone rings then everyone will receive an extra point on their final grade.  


In-class disturbances waste your classmates’ time and money (tuition).  Also, please do not read the newspaper, 


use class time to sleep, do work for other classes, or listen to music during class. 


 


 


Classroom Expectations 


 


The following ground rules will help your work in this course to go much more smoothly. Please carefully 


review these expectations and follow them. 


 


1. Academic integrity will be appraised according to the student academic behavior standards outlined in 


The Golden Rule of the University of Central Florida’s Student Handbook. See 


http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/ for further details. 


2. Don’t turn in late assignments. Late submissions will result in a zero (will not be accepted). 


3. Keep up with the reading and tasks. You have quite a few chapters, modules, discussion postings, and e-


mail messages to read for the class. Students who keep up with the reading tend to do much better in this 


kind of class than those who do not. 


4. Don’t miss a quiz. Missed quizzes may not be retaken. No make-ups 


5. Work with others. You are required to make every effort to work effectively and promptly with others in 


your groups. Fair criticism of your failure to work effectively with others will significantly affect your 


collaboration and participation grade. 


6. No make-ups on missed assignments, activities, discussions, quizzes, exams, and/or papers. 


 


 


Computer Usage:   


 


Students will be expected to have access to a computer frequently, as all writing assignments used will be typed 


out and not handwritten. The software you use to write your assignments is irrelevant, as long as you follow my 


writing guidelines outlined later in my syllabus. I recommend to have access to a computer weekly. If you do 


not own a computer, there are computer accessible to you in all UCF's computer labs. For further information 


on computer labs, please see the following website: 


http://registrar.sdes.ucf.edu/webguide/index_quickfind.aspx. 


 


 


Webcourses@UCF:  


 


Webcourses is an online course management system (accessed through my.ucf.edu and then the "Online Course 


Tools" tab) which will be used as a medium for turning in assignments and a forum for communicating with 


your teammates. Under the "Discussion" section, you will have a designated forum section. My 


recommendation is to check Webcourses every 2-3 days for updates from your teammates or myself.  I will post 


the lecture outlines, study guides and lab assignments on Blackboard.  If you are not familiar with this web site 


or you need more information please let me know.    



http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://registrar.sdes.ucf.edu/webguide/index_quickfind.aspx

http://my.ucf.edu/
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Privacy:  Access to Blackboard is extended to you for the duration of your enrollment in the course, providing 


that you comply with class and school policies. You may not share that access with another person who is not 


enrolled in the course. Students who do so violate the privacy of other students as well as school policy. The act 


may lead to the violator being denied access to the Blackboard shell. 


 


On occasion, I permit others to enter the course, to critique my work, to view the operations of the course, or to 


work on a technical problem. For the entire term, my technical consultant has access to the course to provide 


continuity for you should the unexpected happen to me. 


 


E-Mail:  


 


I will communicate with you through e-mail to answer questions regarding class assignments and exams.  


Regarding exams, I will not give exact answers for possible exam questions, but rather will provide information 


to help you find the answers. Professional e-mail communication is an important skill that will last beyond the 


class and college experience.  Keep in mind how you want to present yourself through e-mail and all other 


forms of communication—organization, tone and wording matter. 


 


In this class our official mode of communication is through email. All communication between student and 


instructor and between student and student should be respectful and professional. As of 2009, Knightsmail is the 


only official student email at UCF. Class rosters list Knightsmail addresses rather than external email addresses, 


and all official class communications will be sent only to the Knightsmail addresses. Students are responsible 


for checking their Knightsmail accounts regularly. See www.knightsemail.ucf.edu for further information. 


 


E-mail will be an integral part of this course. Make sure you: 


 


1. Check your webcourses e-mail at least twice per week (more often is better). 


2. Be patient. Don’t expect an immediate response when you send a message. Generally, two days is 


considered reasonable amount of time to receive a reply. 


3. Include "Subject" headings: use something that is descriptive and refer to a particular assignment or 


topic. 


4. Be courteous and considerate. Being honest and expressing yourself freely is very important but being 


considerate of others online is just as important as in the classroom. 


5. Make every effort to be clear. Online communication lacks the nonverbal cues that fill in much of the 


meaning in face-to-face communication. 


6. Do not use all caps. This makes the message very hard to read and is considered "shouting." Check 


spelling, grammar, and punctuation (you may want to compose in a word processor, then cut and paste 


the message into the discussion or e-mail). 


7. Break up large blocks of text into paragraphs and use a space between paragraphs. 


8. Sign your e-mail messages. 


9. DO NOT email me hours (24 or less) before something is due to ask me questions about it.  You need to 


stay on task so that I have an appropriate amount of time to read the message and respond (generally, 


that is 48 hours). 


 


Never assume that your e-mail can be read by no one except yourself; others may be able to read or access your 


mail. Never send or keep anything that you would not mind seeing on the evening news. 


 
See these websites for helpful information on how to write professional emails. 


  


How to Email a Professor 


How to Email a Professor 



http://www.knightsemail.ucf.edu/

http://www.wikihow.com/Email-a-Professor

http://web.wellesley.edu/SocialComputing/Netiquette/netiquetteprofessor.html
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How to Email Your Professor 


Students: How to email your professor, employer, or professional peers 


How to email your professor: FAQ 


 


 


Netiquette 


 


"Netiquette" has evolved to aid us in infusing our electronic communications with some of these missing 


behavioral pieces.  Do not use emoticons, causal abbreviations, or other non-professional forms of 


communication in this course.  Use words in an appropriate fashion. 


 


The important thing to remember is that all of the "cute" symbols in the world cannot replace your careful 


choice of words and "tone" in your communication.  The words we choose convey a particular tone, and that 


tone is critical to professional communication. 


 


You can learn more about Netiquette and electronic communication by visiting Learning Online. 


 


 


Instructor Availability  


  


Students wishing to meet with me can do so before or after class, during office hours (listed at top of first page), 


or by appointment.  Please be aware that the easiest way to reach me is via e-mail.  


 


 


Students with Disabilities  


 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all persons with 


disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students with disabilities who need 


accommodations in this course must contact the professor at the beginning of the semester to discuss needed 


accommodations. No accommodations will be provided until the student has met with the professor to request 


accommodations. Students who need accommodations must be registered with Student Disability Services, 


Ferrell Commons Room 132, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting 


accommodations from the professor. 


 


 


Schedule (Tentative) 


 


Instructor reserves the right to change or alter the schedule, and add or subtract readings; changes will be 


announced. 


 


8/21 Course Introduction & Conceptual Frameworks 


  


 


8/28 Contemporary Urban Politics 


R&L, Chapters 1 and 6 


K&J, Editor’s Introduction 


Stein, Robert M. “Politics of Revenue and Spending Policies” in Cities, Politics and Policy: A 


Comparative Analysis. ed. by John P. Pelissero. 217-236 


 


NO Class Meeting (American Political Science Association Meeting), but you must do the reading and 


complete the activity 



https://cms.cerritos.edu/uploads/ifalcon/How_to_Email_your_Professor.pdf

http://chrisblattman.com/2010/11/08/students-how-to-email-to-your-professor-employer-and-professional-peers/

http://www.cwu.edu/~glasbys/EMAIL
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9/4 Urban Regimes & Government Structure  


R&L, Chapters 4 and 5 


K&J, Selections 2, & 3 


 


 


9/11 Participation & Power  


 R&L, Chapter 7  


Hajnal, Zoltan and Jessica Trounstine. 2005. “Where Turnout Matters: The Consequences of Uneven 


Turnout in City Politics.” Journal of Politics. 67(2):515-35. 


Fagotto, Elena and Archon Fung. 2006. “Empowered Participation in Urban Governance: The 


Minneapolis Neighborhood Revitalization Program.” International Journal of Urban and Regional 


Research. 30(3)638-55. 


The Economist. 2012. “Making Moscow More Pleasant.” December 20
th


 Issue. 


   


 


9/18 Politics of Racial and Ethnic Change  


 K&J, Selections 11, 12, & 13 


Sugrue, Thomas J. 2010. “Racial Confrontation in Postwar Detroit.” In American Urban Politics in a 


Global Age: A Reader. 6
th


 Edition. Ed. by Paul Kantor and Dennis R. Judd. 126-38. 


 


 


9/25 The Changing Metropolitan Context 


 R&L, Chapters 2 and 3  


K&J Selections 15, 16, 17, 4, & 5 


 


 


10/2 Horizontal Fragmentation & Cooperation 


 R&L, chapters 9 and 10 


 K&J  Selections 22, 23, and 24 


 The Economist. 2008. “Tackling the Hydra.” March 27
th


 Issue. 


 


  


10/9 Vertical Fragmentation: City-State and City-Federal Relations 


 R&L, chapter 11 


K&J 19, 20, and 21 


The Economist. 2012. “Stalled in Motor City.” April 7
th


 Issue. 


 


 


10/16 ASSESSMENT 


 


 


10/23 Economic Development I 


 R&L, chapter 12 


K&J Selections 1, 7, and 9 


Foroohar, Rana. 2013. “Broken City: How Detroit’s Epic Bankruptcy Could Help the Rest of the 


Country.” Time. August 5
th


 Issue. 


The Economist. 2013. “Detroit’s Bankruptcy.” July 27
th


 Issue. 
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10/30 Economic Development II 


 K&J Selections 6, 8, and 10 


 The Economist. 2008. “City of the Future.” December 4
th


 Issue. 


 The Economist. 2012. “A Question of Trust.” May 12
th


 Issue. 


 The Economist. 2008. “Harlem Reborn.” May 13
th


 Issue. 


 


 PAPER OUTLINE & SUMMARY DUE 


 


  


11/6 Public Service & Public Space 


 R&L, Chapter 8 


K&J Selection 14 


Lewis, Paul G. and S. Karthick Ramakrishnan. 2010. In American Urban Politics in a Global Age: A 


Reader. 6
th


 Edition. Ed. by Paul Kantor and Dennis R. Judd. 204-21. 


The Economist. 2013. “Zoning Laws.” July 27
th


 Issue. 


Kohn, Margaret. 2010. “The Mauling of Public Space.” In American Urban Politics in a Global Age: A 


Reader. 6
th


 Edition. Ed. by Paul Kantor and Dennis R. Judd. 224-37.  


The Economist. 2006. “An American’s Home is Still Her Castle.” November 23
rd


 Issue. 


 


  


11/13 Social Policy  


Scharf, Thomas, Chris Phillipson, and Allison E. Smith. 2006. “Older People in Deprived 


Neighbourhoods: Social Exclusion and Quality of Life in Old Age.” Report by the Centre for Social 


Gerontology. 


DeVerteuil, Geoffrey, Jon may and Jürgen von Mahs. 2009. “Complexity not Collapse: Recasting the 


Geographies of Homelessness in a ‘punitive’ age.” Progress in Human Geography. 33(5)646-66. 


The Economist. 2013. “Retirement Benefits.” July 27
th


 Issue. 


 


 


11/20 Emergency Management 


K&J selections 25, 26, and 27 


 


PAPER DUE 


 


 


11/27 Presentations  


 


 


12/4 Presentations  


 


 ASSESSMENT 2 


 


 


 


*NOTES:  


All graded items are due by 8:00 AM on the due date unless otherwise noted. 
All dates and times are subject to change by Professor Vieux. Be informed and routinely check the Schedule, Announcements, and 


Discussions for any changes or updates 


Be Aware that Webcourses@UCF goes down for updates every Sunday at 6am for about four hours.  You should not attempt to take 


an assessment during this time.  I will not allow extra time for quizzes if you have been kicked from Webcourses@UCF. 
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COURSE PROJECT DESCRIPTIONS: 


 


Refer to the general description above for due dates.  Here you will find a description to refer to when 


completing your work..  All writing should follow the writing guidelines in the syllabus, and should be 5 to7 


pages of writing (not including references), double-spaced, 12 point font, Times New Roman, with 1 inch 


margins (and no large spaces for headers, titles, names, etc. Remove the paragraph spacing).  ALL work will be 


turned in via the webcourses site.  You will upload an uncorrupted, open-able Word document (following 


specifications) using the appropriate link in the assignments tab by the due date. 


 


 


You will select a city from an approved list.  You will describe and evaluate the city and its economic 


development policy.  This must be an original case study, meaning that you must go to original source material 


and write your own description and evaluation based on what you find.  All work must be your own. 


 


You will create an outline and summary of the paper, and hand in a 5-7 page (double-spaced) paper.  You will 


individually write your outline, summary, and paper.  In addition, you should be prepared to discuss aspects of 


you city and its policy two months into the semester and give a final presentation of your evaluation at the end 


of the semester.  Below the component stipulations, you will find additional resources. 


 


NOTE: This must be an original case study, meaning that you must go to original source material (including 


web sites and newspaper articles) and piece together the information that you need to ground your assessments.  


If there is published material about your case study city’s economic development activities, of course you may 


use it, providing that you appropriately cite the published material and providing that your whole paper is not a 


replay of that publication.  If you simply summarize a case study that someone else has done, the paper will be 


unacceptable even if you provide a reference to that published work.   


 


Outline & Summary: 


 


Look at the explanation below and outline the first three sections of the paper (background of the city, unique 


features of the city, current economic development policy/strategy).  You do not need examples, but should 


provide enough information about your city to set it apart from being “generic.”  In addition, write a brief 


summary of the city, its unique features and resources, and its general economic development approach. 


 


This paper will include the following (1-3 should be in the outline/summary):  


 


1. background of the city  


a. history, demographics, industry, etc. 


2. unique features of the city  


a. what are its selling points? Attractions? Resources?  


3. current economic development policy/strategy 


a. what types of strategies and policies are they  implementing to draw business?  Supply-side? 


creative-class approaches? 


4. evaluation of the policy  


a. is the city making use of its resources/uniqueness? Give examples.  Is the problem one of a lack 


of vision or a lack of implementation?  What would you recommend they do? 


b.  is the economic development policy equitable? Give examples. What can be done to improve 


equity in economic development policy? 
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Participation & Presentation 


 


By the end of the second month, you should be prepared to discuss aspects of your city (related to 1-3 above), 


with the class.  These discussions will be ongoing and will culminate with a brief presentation (maximum of 5 


minutes) to the class at the end of the semester summarizing your report.  For this, you will work with 


classmates assigned to the same contest. 


 


 


Additional Information  


 


The key literature on economic development in U.S. cities (1) differentiates traditional or supply-side or so-


called “first wave” economic development approaches (featuring tax abatements, land subsidies and other 


subsidies to specific firms) from various alternative approaches (demand side or “second wave” or “equity 


focused”) each of which features somewhat different policies.  In general, the supply-side or “first wave” 


approaches have been criticized heavily on multiple grounds; but they persist in many cities nevertheless.  In 


addition, (2) the literature suggests that cities’ economic development efforts can be differentiated in terms of 


the vision or type of economic activity that is featured in the city’s economic development aspirations – i.e., 


creative class (including high-tech, knowledge-intensive), convention and tourism, indigenous small-business 


development, redevelopment of disadvantaged areas, and so forth.  There is lively debate about the potential of 


each of these foci, about the suitability of each of these foci for different kinds of cities, and about the possible 


side-effects of each focus. 


  


Things to reflect on when evaluating the policy: 


 


1. Describe what the city has been doing to foster economic development with supply side policies and 


programs such as tax abatement, TIF districts, land subsidies, and loans or loan guarantees.  Be as 


comprehensive as you can (that is, describe what the city is doing with any and all of these supply side 


programs) but also be as specific as you can, giving examples that show what kinds of projects are 


getting supported or what kinds of businesses are getting tax breaks. This must be an original case study, 


meaning that you must go to original source material and write your own description and evaluation 


based on what you find. 


2. Evaluate the city’s economic development approach.  Does the city’s use of traditional supply side 


tactics epitomize the critique of that approach in the literature?  If so, how?  Alternatively, is the city 


using supply side policies in a way that shows how such an approach can overcome the usual problems?  


Explain.  Is there any evidence that you can present to suggest that the city’s supply-side policies are 


working?   


3. Is the city using (a) any demand-side programs or (b) any of the other alternatives to traditional, supply 


side tactics?   If so, describe what they are doing.   


4. Evaluate the city’s use (or lack of use) of these alternatives to supply-side economic development.  If the 


city is using any, discuss whether they are appropriate given the city’s characteristics. If the city is not 


using demand-side programs, discuss whether they are appropriate and should be used given the city’s 


characteristics? 


5. What about the city’s vision – i.e., the type of economic activity that appears to be featured or favored in 


the city’s economic development programming?  (For example, does the city show evidence of featuring 


knowledge-intensive industry, arts/cultural development, or other creative-class visions of its future?  Or 


perhaps the convention and tourism sector?  Something else?)  Describe what the city seems to be 


aiming for, and provide as much assessment as you can of the appropriateness of that vision for your 


particular city.   
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For Further Reading 


Economic Development: Tax Abatement and Other Business Subsidies versus Alternative Approaches 


  


Oden, Michael D. and Elizabeth J. Mueller 1999. "Distinguishing Development Incentives from Developer 


Give-aways: A Critical Guide for Development Practitioners and Citizens" Policy Studies Journal. 27(1): 147-


164. 


 


Sands, Gary, Laura A. Reese, and Heather L. Kahn. 2006. “Implementing Tax Abatements in Michigan: A 


Study of Best Practices.” Economic Development Quarterly. 20(1): 44-58. 


 


Santo, Charles. 2005. “The Economic Impact of Sports Stadiums:  Recasting the Analysis in Context,” Journal 


of Urban Affairs. 27(2): 177-192. 


 


Pollin, Robert. 2005. “Evaluating Living Wage Laws in the United States: Good Intentions and Economic 


Reality in Conflict?” Economic Development Quarterly. 19(1): 3-24. 


 


Bates, Timothy, William Bradford, and Julia Sass Rubin. 2006. “The Viability of the Minority-Owned Venture 


Capital Industry under Alternative Financing Arrangements,” Economic Development Quarterly. 20(2): 178-


191. 


 


Scott, Allen J. 2006. “Creative Cities:  Conceptual Issues and Policy Questions,” Journal of Urban  Affairs. 


28(1): 1-17. 


 


Schoales, John. 2006. “Alpha Clusters:  Creative Innovation in Local Economies,” Economic Development 


Quarterly. 20(2): 162-177. 


 


 
 


City Economic Development Choices 


 


If you want to do a city not on the list below, you must see me and get approval. 


 


 


Austin, TX 


Atlanta, GA 


Buffalo, NY 


Charleston, SC 


Cincinnati, OH 


Cleveland, OH 


Detroit, MI 


Greensboro, NC 


Houston, TX 


Kansas City, KS/MO  


Knoxville, TN 


Louisville, KY 


Madison, WI 


Memphis, TN 


Minneapolis, MN 


New Orleans, LA 


Omaha, NE 


Orlando, FL 


Philadelphia, PA 


Portland, OR 


Providence, RI 


Richmond, VA 


Saint Louis, MO/IL 


Salt Lake City, UT 


Seattle, WA 


Tampa, FL 


 


 








POS 3940 Internship 
Fall 2013 


Instructor: Peter Jacques 
 


Office Hrs: M/W 10-Noon, Tues 930-1130 
Office: Philips Hall 311E 
Phone 407-823-6773 
FAX: 407-823-0051 
E-Mail Peter.Jacques@ucf.edu  


 
CAVEAT DISCIPULI   ---- Course Protocols available in canvas/webcourses are part of this syllabus, students are expected to read 
the syllabus and protocols prior to asking questions.  If you ask questions that are already answered in the syllabus or Course 
Protocols, we can deduct points from your overall grade.  Also, professional etiquette is part of your overall grade and all 
assignments of up to 15% of your overall course grade. 
 
Course Description 
As a restricted registration course, the work here is agreed upon and signed by the departmental internship coordinator, the 
Chair, the College of Science, and the student.  In addition to the coursework detailed in this syllabus, students are accepted to 
intern at an agreed upon location where they spend at least the agreed upon number of hours a week specified on the 
restricted registration and is relative to the course credit in order to gain professional experience and learn from the mentors at 
their site.   
 
Course Objectives: 
Internship objectives are to reflexively learn about the discipline of political science through experience in the field and through 
coursework that requires students to use discipline-specific knowledge and methods as a way to understand the field more 
completely. 
 
Required Textbooks: none 
 
Assignments: 
 


 
All assignments will be turned into the “Assignments” section of webcourses. 
 
 


Journal Entries 


Grade Categories Description of the requirements Weight toward 
final grade 
(1000pnts) 


Journal Entries Daily logs organized and submitted 1x a 
week.  


 


250 


Hours worked Submitted on one page, with hours added 
up per week, turned in by last day of 
classes 


500 
 


Research Paper Turned in through various phases 
throughout the semester, complete by last 
day of classes. 


            250 



mailto:Peter.Jacques@ucf.edu





These are 2 paragraphs for each day: one paragraph on what you did, duties, etc…, and a second 
paragraph on what this work has to do with political science. 
 
If you work 3 days in a week, you should have 6 paragraphs all together that you will submit that 
week. These are simple pass/fail assignments.  
 


Hours Worked Log 
This is worth ½ of your entire internship grade, and we may ask your supervisor for their 
assessment of these hours worked which can be a portion of this grade.  Before the last day of 
classes, submit one document that lists every week you worked, with the dates you worked, and 
how many hours. Total the week’s hours, and at the bottom total the hours for the semester and 
list the email contact for your supervisor at the site, as they will be asked to complete a survey at 
the end of term. 
 
 


Research Paper Components 
Each of these assignments will become a part of your final research paper, due dates are in 
Canvas.  I can help you take it to the next level, such as publishing in the UCF Undergrad 
Research Journal, presenting at the Showcase of Undergraduate Research (SURE), all of which 
would make you eligible for UCF Undergrad researcher of the month, better grad school 
applications, and other opportunities.  
 


1. Research Question and explanation: 25 points 
a. This essay should be no at least 250 words, and should clearly describe your 


research question. A research question is pointed, not broad.  Thus, a research 
question that asks, “How much do financial contributions determine elections?” is 
not as good or workable as “How much do personal contributions determine city 
mayoral races?” 


b. The essay should then explain the importance of your question—answer the “who 
cares?” point to any research project. 


c. Think ahead—what data will you use to show your evidence? Also, if you want to 
contact people, e.g., in a survey or interviews or anything involving human 
subject, submit an application to the UCF Institutional Review Board (see below) 
now— sometimes it takes a month to get approved.  How do you plan on 
researching this question—make initial searches and think about the process that 
you think would work. What data (below) will be available to you for the 
question?  


2. Logical Narrative: 50 points: in 250 words, and with NO sources, tell the story that is at 
stake and how things hang together in the research.  What is this about, and how do the 







pieces fit together.  This might be what you tell your mother if she asked you about your 
research, “Well, Mom, it is like this…”.  If you can tell this story briefly, you can write 
the paper formally. Make sure you identify at least two social dynamics in play, and the 
bottom line (what you think is really happening and why).  


3. Theory essay: 25 points 
a. In order to understand the role of theory in political science this essay in 250 


words, explain at least two competing theories that answer/contextualize your 
question.  In this case we are pursuing theory to explain social conditions.  Is 
income inequality controlled more by market failures, or more by capitalist 
accumulation? Identify two competing theories that have reasonable explanatory 
frameworks for your question and explain their reasoning.  You must cite at least 
two sources completely and properly, one for each theory, in APA format.  


4. Methodology: 25 points 
a. Research questions determine research methods. There are many, many 


methodological approaches that are divided between quantitative and qualitative 
methods. In this essay, no more than 100 words, you will explain what method 
you will use and why. Note its limitations as well.  


b. Be aware that if you have ANY human subjects—including public officials or 
people you would not even think needed such a thing—you MUST submit an 
application to the UCF Institutional Review Board.  


i. Here is the website: http://www.research.ucf.edu/Compliance/irb.html 
ii. If you pursue this angle we need to sit and talk because I will be listed as 


the principle investigator 
iii. All that said, I really warn you against this because it is so time consuming 


for a one-semester project.   I would suggest using already existing data 
(like the General Social Survey, or National Election Survey, and other 
datasets at the Inter-University Consortia for Political and Social Research 
here: http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/icpsrweb/landing.jsp), or research where 
you create your own datasets through non-human subjects, such as 
newspapers or other existing media. 


c. For some examples you can look up sources in the library, for example the Sage 
Encyclopedia on the issue: http://srmo.sagepub.com/view/the-sage-encyclopedia-
of-social-science-research-methods/SAGE.xml 


5. Data: 25 points 
a. Explain in 300 words or less the data you will use and why. Data need to be 


systematic, representative, and reliable (and available!). Data are things you can 
measure. Data are not captured by reading the academic literature unless you are 
doing a sophisticated meta-analysis (you won’t be doing that at this stage). If you 
are confused you should contact me.  



http://www.research.ucf.edu/Compliance/irb.html

http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/icpsrweb/landing.jsp

http://srmo.sagepub.com/view/the-sage-encyclopedia-of-social-science-research-methods/SAGE.xml

http://srmo.sagepub.com/view/the-sage-encyclopedia-of-social-science-research-methods/SAGE.xml





6. Annotated Bibliography: 50 points. 15 academic sources, at least 10 need to be academic 
journal articles, and you would find these in databases organized by the library. 
Reference librarians are there to help you understand library resources, so ask if you have 
a question.  Directions for this are below, follow them precisely. 


7. Formal Research paper: 50 points. This research paper, of at least 2500 words, will use 
all of the above skills needed in political science (you can cut and paste prior revised 
essays from this class on theory etc. into this paper).  You will answer your question or 
guess what you would find if you conducted the research.  You must use at least 10 of the 
sources in your annotated bibliography, accurately using APA format (see library 
website), properly attribute concepts and findings in these articles, and write a logically 
coherent narrative in proper English. 


 


Bibliography Directions—IMPORTANT, follow these precisely: 


Annotations, or brief explanations, must be your own—you will need to actually read the 
material you are putting in the bibliography, even if it is summarized and offered in the 
collaborative discussions or in other forms.  
An annotated bibliography is a listing of sources with their full citation and an explanation of the 
source’s contribution and relevance. The purpose of annotated bibliographies is to help you 
organize your thoughts about what your sources are telling you and how you can use these 
thoughts into your own narrative as reasoned support. You may not use textbooks. 
You are required to describe 15 sources.  10 of which need to be peer reviewed journal 
articles, only 3 may be web-based, and any web based source needs to be "legitimate" which 
means that for example, government sources are fine to get from the internet.   
 
 
 
Format of the bibliography 
You must use the format below in your bibliography. 
A summation of research does not say "I liked it" or "I thought it was dumb, brilliant, or 
thrilling." The bibliography should describe the contribution that this reference is making to your 
final paper. You are really answering, "What does it mean?" and "Why is it important?". Please 
number your entries for my convenience.  And-- needless to say, copying the abstracts into the 
bibliography is plagiarism and grounds for failure of the class-- everything must be in your 
own words. 
Entry #1:   Peer Reviewed? Yes 
Goodland, Robert. 1995. "The Concept of Sustainability," Annual Review of Ecology and 
Systematics, 26, 1-24.  
Main point: Goodland distinguishes various kinds of sustainability, provides a history of 
sustainability, draws out the conceptual differences between growth and development, placed 
sustainability within political development, provides the systematic requirements for ecological 
sustainability, and lays out causes of un-sustainability. Goodland’s discussion restricts the 
expansive meaning of the term “sustainability” in order to bring more specific meaning to 


Comment [p1]: Note the Entry Number, and 
the heading that identifies whether the journal is 
peer reviewed or not. If it is not, enter “No” 


Comment [p2]: Here you can see the full 
citation, and if someone wants to look this up, it is 
easy to find; all of this information must appear in 
the citation, though different sources have 
different formats and pieces of information. 
Consult a librarian or the library website for help 
with reference citations if you are unclear. 


Comment [p3]: Here we have a description of 
the actual contribution made by the article. 







discussion and thinking about sustainability. Goodland specifically focuses environmental 
sustainability, and follows much of Daly’s work on this point regarding equilibrium economics, 
where expansive and exponential growth cannot occur infinitely in a finite ecological biosphere.  
Relates to my research because: Goodland provides a framework for understanding 
sustainability, which allows me to compare concepts, rationality, and assumptions of competing 
notions of sustainability.  If Goodland is correct in his assertions about ecological systemic 
constraints, then economic growth and human use of the biosphere must fit within these limits, 
or suffer collapse. 
This means that: I will be able to define and frame the terms and limits of sustainability using 
Goodlands work on the matter, and will be able to counter the idea that the term “sustainability” 
is without meaning or is too vague to have importance or serve as a guiding principle. Also, 
ecological sustainability is a foundational condition for social and economic sustainability, and 
operates as a first condition.  However, it remains a problem that ecological sustainability may 
be unattainable without social and economic justice, transparency, and prudence.  
 


 


 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


Comment [p4]: Here you tell me why it is 
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Environmental Politics 
PUP 3203 
Fall 2013 


Instructor: Peter Jacques 
 


THIS IS A SERVICE LEARNING CLASS: 20 hours of Service must be approved by the 
instructor  


Office Hrs: M/W 10-Noon, Tues 930-1130 
Office: Philips Hall 311E 
Phone 407-823-6773 
FAX: 407-823-0051 
E-Mail Peter.Jacques@ucf.edu  


 
CAVEAT DISCIPULI   ---- Course Protocols available in canvas/webcourses are part of this 
syllabus, students are expected to read the syllabus and protocols prior to asking questions.  
If you ask questions that are already answered in the syllabus or Course Protocols, we can 
deduct points from your overall grade.  Also, professional etiquette is part of your overall 
grade and all assignments.  This simply means that if you are disrespectful or otherwise 
rude I will deduct points from your grade.  
 
Course Description 
In this class we will survey several topics in (mostly U.S.) environmental politics and policy. 
This includes social concepts of nature, ideas and influences regarding nature, 
environmental political economy, and a survey of some specific environmental concerns 
such as pollution, resource extraction, environmental justice and sustainability.  We will 
discuss environmental and anti-environmental movements and ideologies in addition to 
the role of government, civil society, and political economy in relation to human ecology 
(which is how human groups and society relates to nature and other groups). 
 
Course Objectives: 
In this course you will do more than learn material, though there is lot to learn! The course 
objectives here work on several levels. 
 
Academic: Students will come to understand a broad history of U.S. environmentalism, 
anti-environmentalism, and thinking.  Students will learn about environmental ethics and 
policy, common pool and collective action problems in the environment, environmental 
justice, and the general institutional environment within which environmental policies are 
made (or ignored).   
 
Civic:  Students will evaluate, synthesize and apply models of civic theory to environmental 
problems. We will confront and interrogate what it means to be a citizen of a community, 
and how ecology interacts with our expectations of civic responsibility. 
 



mailto:Peter.Jacques@ucf.edu





Personal: In addition to learning, students of this course will reflect upon the notion of 
service, and consider their own expectations for environmental citizenship in a changing 
Earth system.   Students will devote time and energy with others working on 
environmental challenges to think about what kind of life they want to live.  
 
Required Texts 
Textbooks 
♦ Environmental Policy Paradox, 6th edition by Zachary Smith, Prentice Hall.--- (referred to 


as EPP here).  
 
Additional Required Material 
♦ The Monkeywrench Gang, Edward Abbey 
♦ New York Times  at least 3x weekly (NYT)  You may get this FREE (YES FREE) at almost 


any library. OR, pay for student home delivery call NYT at 1-800 NYTIMES. Make sure 
you say you want a student subscription, they are cheaper. 
 
 


 
 
ASSIGNMENTS: 
 
Informal essays: you will be assigned 8 informal essays, found in the Assignments section 
of the class. These essays will ask you to analyze concepts from the course. They will not be 
graded for grammar but for clarity in thinking and command of the material. You will not 
be graded on each one. I randomly choose when to grade these essays, so submit essays for 
every assignment, since any of these times could be your chosen graded turn, as when to 
grade your personal essay is decided by me.  
 


Directions: No less than 400 words. You are not graded on grammar but if the 
writing is incoherent, so is your thinking. The audience for these essays are your 
peer reviewers (below)— a fellow classmate, and your intention for these essays is 


Grade Categories Description of the requirements Weight toward 
final grade 
(1000pnts) 


Informal Essays Due Most Wednesdays, randomly 
graded for 50 points each 


 


200 


4 Exams  Based on readings and modules, 100 
points each  


            400 


Formal Essays 1. Book Review (100 points) 
2. Service learning report 


(requires 20 hours of service 
during the term) (200 points) 


3. A revision of one of the above 
essays (100 points) 


            400 







to clearly explain with support a concept from the reading and how you think it 
connects to the news from the New York Times.  You should properly cite your work 
in APA format.  


 
Exams: 75 minute exams, 50 questions, 100 points available each, all based on course 
material of the specific module, found in the “Quizzes” section of canvas. 
 
Formal Essays: Informal essays will build up to formal essays that use a book or game to 
explore concepts and thinking. These essays are graded on readability and thinking.  One 
essay will be revised and submitted at the end of the semester, graded on the revision, 
readability, and thinking.  


Directions: No less than 500 words. You are graded on the readability of your essay. 
These essays focus on an issue and you are to use your module readings to think 
about that issue. You must use no less than 5 sources from the course, and 1 peer-
reviewed journal article outside source that is not assigned in the module, and all 6 
sources must be formally cited in APA format (see the library website for 
directions).   


 
The following are the formal essay assignments which must conform to the directions 
above: 


 
 


 Book Review. 100 points.  You will read a work of classic environmental fiction, The 
Monkeywrench Gang, an environmental studies classic literary work. The idea of 
reading fiction in a political science class is to be able to use the material to imagine 
other worlds, other life experiences, voices, and contexts to bring a more full 
educational experience to your class.  Your book review must summarize the 2-3 most 
important points, makes connections to other thinking, and provides criticism.  It does 
not simply recapitulate the plot, rather it draws out meaningful and insightful moments 
in the plot or character development.  All main points (especially the criticism) should 
have support taken from the book; brief quotes are essential for this support 
throughout your review.  This is a matter of balance because the paper needs to be 
made of your own thoughts, not a string of quotes you assemble from the book, nor can 
the review be absent of quotes. You need the Goldilocks approach to quoting where 
there is “just the right amount” that support an assertion. After each quote, you should 
explain what the quote means and synthesize it into your essay.In particular, answer 
the question, “What does freedom mean to Abbey, and what is the role of the state in 
this freedom?” 
 


 Service Learning Field Report, due at the end of Module 4. 200 points. This is a service 
learning class.  Service learning is a university sanctioned type of class which includes 
community service as part of the curriculum.  You will do the service learning by 
volunteering with a non-profit or government organization related to environmental 
politics (which must be approved by the instructor) over the course of the semester for 
no less than 20 hours. See the appropriate section in Module 1 for the entire set of 







directions on writing the field report.  Like other formal essays, this must incorporate 7 
readings, including Dobson.  


 
 


 Revision. 100 points.  You will describe what you revised and re-thought.  Revising is 
not just about catching mechanical errors like missing commas, it is also about re-
thinking your ideas, the structure and connection of the ideas, and the meaning of these 
ideas.  Under your explanation of revision, paste your original essay and then the 
revision (or simply use track changes and paste that).  
 


 ALL written work will be peer reviewed by the following Monday at 6pm of the 
due date of the assignment.  And, while none of your reviews will be graded 
specifically, I will go back through them at the end of the semester to make sure that 
you participated. If the participation did not attend to the questions below, was not 
consistent,  or was unprofessional (e.g., rude) then up to 15% of your course grade can 
be penalized.  If your reviews are good, then there is no penalty.  Here is how it works: 
after you submit your work, as long as it is submitted on time, canvas will automatically 
assign you a peer to read and comment on your work, and through these reviews you 
can have sustained and substantive discussions about the concepts, theories and ideas 
you are writing about.  A good peer review politely notices both the strong and weak 
points of the work and discusses these with the author as a peer, which is another 
person who is learning like you.  When conducting the review, you should attend to the 
following: 


 
 


o What is the concept being explained, and how strong is the support for its 
explanation? Is the reading used in the proper context, and if not- how is it off, 
according to your reading of the material? Give support. 


o Is the writing and thinking clear and well thought out?   
o Does the connection to the news article make good sense?  
o Where in the essay is it the strongest and where is it weakest? 
o Is the citation style in the text and in the work cited list done correctly? 
o If the reviewer or the original essay pose a question—please answer it.  


 
 
 
Readings that are not textbook chapters are in webcourses, and all assignments 
will have the same due time—6pm regardless of the day. Read the 
articles/chapters in the order listed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 







 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


Module 1: Introduction to Environmental Politics and Environmentalism 
4 weeks 8/19-9/13 


Assignments all due at 6p.m. in webcourses 


• Informal essays due 8/28;  9/4 
• Formal Essay/ book review of The Monkey Wrench Gang due 9/13 6pm 
• Exam 1: 9/12 at 6 am to 9/14 at 6pm  


 
Week 1: Introduction & Environmental Theory: Civics and Philosophy 


• Begin Reading The Monkey Wrench Gang 
• Chpts 1 and 2  in EPP  
• Dobson: “Ecological Citizenship” 


 
Week 2 


• Nash: “Island Civilization: A Vision for Human Occupancy of the Earth in 
the Fourth Millennium” 


• Dagger: “Stopping Sprawl for the Good of All: The Case for a Civic 
Environmentalism” 


• Feral Faun: “Feral Revolution” 
 


Week 3: Environmental History 


• Part One of American Environmentalism (Nash) 
• Dunlap, Xiao and McCright “Politics and Environment in America” 


 


Week 4  


• Vanderheiden: “Radical environmentalism in an age of antiterrorism” 
(this should help a lot with your book review). 


• Jenni, “Western Environmental Ethics, An Overview 
• Muir, "Save the Redwoods" 


 


Supplemental (supplemental readings are not required and are not on exams 
unless I cover these readings in modules): 


• Jacques, et al “Organization of Denial” 
• Turner: “The Specter of Environmentalism: Wilderness, Environmental 


Politics, and the Evolution of the New Right” 
 







 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


Module 2: The Commons 


3 weeks:  9/16-10/4 


Assignments- all due at 6 p.m. 


• Informal essays due: 9/18, 9/25 
• Exam 2: Open from 6am on 9/3 to  6pm on 9/5  


 


First Week: The Tragedy of the Commons 


• Hardin: “The Tragedy of the Commons” 
• Oreskes, on the Climate Consensus 
• Watch Oreskes’ 1 hour lecture on “The American Denial of Global Warming” here: 


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2T4UF_Rmlio 
 


Second Week: Hardin’s Errors 


• Buck: “No Tragedy of the Commons” 
• Ostrom, et al “Revisiting the Commons” 
• Eagle and Thomson, "Answering Lord Petty's Question: Dissecting Regulatory Overfishing." 


 
Week 3 


• Szasz: “The Dangerous Delusions of 'Inverted Quarantine'” 
• Moanna Jackson, “Indigenous Law and the Sea”  
• Scharper and Cunningham, “The Genetic Commons and the Neoliberal Enclosure of Life” 



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2T4UF_Rmlio





 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


Module 3: Ecology, Justice and Democracy 


3  weeks:   10/7-10/25 


Assignments- all due 6 p.m. 


• Informal essays due on 10/9, 10, 16 


• Formal Essay due: Service Learning Field Report due 10/25 


• Exam 3: 10/24 at  6 am- 10/26 at 6pm.  


 


Week 1 Environmental Justice: the reality on the ground 


• Rindquist, “Equity and the Distribution of Environmental Risk” and  
• Pollock and Vittes, "Who Bears the Burdens of Environmental Pollution? Race, Ethnicity, and 


Environmental Equity in Florida" 
 


Week 2 The Reasons 


• Raquel Pinderhughes “The Impact of Race on Environmental Quality”  
• David Schlosberg: "Reconceiving  Environmental Justice: Global Movements and Political Theories,"  
• Antonio Regalado, “The Ukukus Wonder Why a Sacred Glacier Melts in Peru's Andes,” (in the global 


warming reader)  
 


Week 3 American Indian Environmental Justice Problems 


• Lone Wolf v. Hitchcock  
• Churchill “Radioactive Colonialism” 


 







 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


Module 4: The US Regulatory Framework 


4 weeks 10/28-11/22 


 


Assignments- all due 6p.m. 


• Informal essays due 10/30, 11/6 
• Formal Essay: Revision due 11/22 
• Final Exam open 12/3 6am 12/5 6 pm 


 


The Structure of US Government and Environmental Policy 


• Chpts 3 and 4 in EPP 
• Davis and Forrester , " Past and Present Environmental Health Challenges in Southwestern 


Pennsylvania: Some Comments on the Right to a Clean Environment" 
 


Political Economy and Regulation 


• Chpt 5 and 6 EPP 
• Gifford Pinchot: "The Use of the National Forests" 


 


Supplemental 


• Foley et al "Global Consequences of Land Use 
 


Science and Society 


• Dunlap and McCright, “Widening Gap: Republican and Democratic Views on Climate” (climate 
change reader) 
 


Supplemental:  


• Boykoff, M.T., “Lost in translation? United States television news coverage of anthropogenic 
climate change, 1995–2004” (climate change reader) 


• Jasonoff, "Skinning Scientific Cats" 
• Oreskes, "What’s Proof  Got to Do with it?” 
• Vitousek, et al "Human Domination of Earth's Ecosystems" 
• Lahsen, Climate Skepticism and the Risk Society (climate change reader) 
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