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CPO 3103 


Comparative Politics 


Summer 2015 (Session D) 


 


 


Instructor  Dr. Jonathan Knuckey 


Office 


Office in Political Science Department: Phillips Hall 302L 


 Second office:  Lou Frey Institute, Orlando Tech Center, 12443 Research 
Parkway, 400 Building Suite, Suite 406 (easy parking and no parking 
permit needed!). To get to the Lou Frey Institute from the main campus 
take the #9 UCF Shuttle and get off at Stop #2. 


 


Office hours 
By appointment. 


 


Email 


 Use Inbox, which is the global communication function in Canvas. I will 
normally respond to all messages within 24 hours, Monday through 
Friday. 


 


  







Course Syllabus 


"Although I very rarely spoke of France in my book, I did not write one page of it 


without having her, so to speak, before my eyes….Without comparisons to make, 


the mind does not know how to proceed."   


– Alexis de Tocqueville, Democracy in America.  


 "Winds of the World give answer! They are whimpering to and fro.  And what 


should they know of England who only England know?"  


– Rudyard Kipling, The English Flag.  


   


Course Overview 


Welcome to Comparative Politics!  


This course is an introduction to the study of comparative politics and is intended to help 
students compare and contrast the wide variety of political systems, institutions and behavior 
around the world.  Comparative politics is a subfield of political science that can help us make 
arguments about cause and effect by drawing evidence from across nations and over time that 
enable us to them make generalizations about political phenomena.  The course will analyze 
the major theoretical approaches and debates to the study of comparative politics.  It will also 
equip students to analyze and interpret data.  Therefore, by taking this course you will not only 
become more knowledgeable about comparative politics but you will become more adept at 


being a political scientist.  Specifically, this course will help you develop skills that are essential 
for being a good political scientist and citizen: 


 The ability to read actively and critically; 
 The ability to think logically, analytically and independently; 
 The ability to analyze and interpret information; 
 The ability to communicate clearly and effectively; 
 The ability to become a producer -- not just a consumer -- of knowledge in political science. 


A particular feature of this class is that you will not just be learning about comparative politics, 
you will be doing comparative politics research in a hands-on way yourself.  This is 
accomplished through MicroCase, the data analysis software that comes with one the 


textbooks for this class (see below for details).  This program will allow you to explore the real 
world of comparative politics, using the same data and analytical tools used by many of your 
professors in their research.  I should note that MicroCase is exceptionally user-friendly, and 
requires no prior data analytical or statistical background.  Very quickly you will be exploring 
data from over 170 countries and dozens of political issues around the world -- not just reading 
about what other researchers have found.  







I look forward to the class and hope you find it enjoyable and informative. I look forward to 
learning a lot from you! 
  


 


Requirements for a Web-Based Class  


 


This is a completely web-based class, and, consequently, requires a different approach in terms 
of requirements than a regular class. Most obviously, we will not be meeting as a class where 
you are listening to lectures two or three times a week. However, you should realize that a 
web-based class does not mean that you will be doing less work. Indeed, as those of you who 
have taken web-based classes before will attest, a completely on-line class will require that you 
take a much more active role in your education as compared to a regular face-to-face 
class.  Generally I have found that students who do well in a web-based class are self-motivated 
and have usually received good grades (B or higher) in regular face-to-face classes.   


My general rule of thumb for any undergraduate college-level course is that you should devote 
2 to 3 hours of study per course credit hour per week. As this is a three credit hour class you 
should plan on devoting 6 to 9 hours per week to this class. This involves reading, taking notes 
and taking quizzes and other assignments, as well as contributing to group discussions.   


I know you have other commitments—other classes, jobs and life in general—and that you will 
not always be able to devote this time every week.  But managing your time is essential to 
doing well in any class, especially a web-based class.  You will also find that much of the 
material in this class is about applying the material learned, rather than memorizing or looking 
things up.  Thus, to do well in the class you need to make an investment in it throughout the 
semester—not just the night an assignment is due. 


  


  
  







Textbooks 
  


We will use two textbooks for this course: 


 Patrick O'Neil, Essentials of Comparative Politics (4th edition) 
 Michael LeRoy, Comparative Politics Using MicroCase ExporIT (4th edition) 


   


            


  


Make sure you buy the correct editions of the book, as shown above.  Older editions of the 
textbooks will be no good. 


The Le Roy textbook comes with an access code that you will use to download MicroCase, a 
data analysis program.  I would strongly recommend that you do not buy a used copy of this 
textbook, as the access code to download MicroCase will be useless.  Also used copies of the 
textbook may have missing worksheets at the end of each chapter. 


Note:  The MicroCase program will run on Windows only.  If you are a Mac user you will need to 


be able to run Windows applications.  Boot Camp is one of the best programs for doing 
this. The program has also been installed in the Political Science Computer Lab (305 Phillips 
Hall).  If you use the program here, please make sure you are using the version for Comparative 
Politics (Note: There is also another version of MicroCase used for Scope & Methods courses 
installed that will not be any use for this class!).  


  


  







Weekly Modules 


 


Requirements for each week of class will be detailed in modules that are accessed in Canvas. I 
strongly recommend printing out the requirements for each module and making sure you note 
due dates for assignments.  


I do not release all the modules at once in order to provide as much feedback as possible on 
quizzes and assignments.  If every module was released at once some students would invariably 
rush through several in a week, giving little time to provide feedback and hence facilitate 
understanding of the material.  I believe this approach best captures the pace of a regular 
course. 


Each module will provide an overview to each specific topic, direct you to the required reading, 
and outline specific tasks, quizzes, assignments and discussion topics.  These activities are 
designed to make sure that you have thought about the material covered in the module, and to 


provide practical applications of material you will have read in the textbook As well as including 
assignment instructions, the module overview will often contain some suggestions and tips for 
the assignments. 


Module assignment due dates: Due dates can be found in each module.  Modules will usually 
have multiple due dates, so it's a good idea to note these at the beginning of each week.  The 
time that any assignment, quiz discussion post or exam should be submitted on a particular day 
will always be 5.00pm. 


There will be three general types of assignments for this course: 


 Quizzes (multiple choice/short essay) based on the Essentials of Comparative Politics 


textbook 
 Worksheets based on the Comparative Politics Using MicroCase ExporIT  
 Group discussion posts 


Note: Not every one of these assignments will be given on a weekly basis. Assignment details 
will be given in each Module 


  







  


Exam 


 


There will be an exam given during finals week.  It will involve a series of questions similar to 


those from the MicroCase worksheets, i.e., where you analyze and interpret data on a number 
questions relating to topics in Comparative Politics.   


A few weeks prior to the exam I will make some sample exam questions available in Canvas to 
give you an idea of what might come up.  The exam will not test anything from the Essentials of 
Comparative Politics textbook, given that material will have been covered in quizzes during the 
semester. 


The exam will be taken in Canvas.  You will have some flexibility on which day you take exam 
during the final exam period, although it must be submitted by Monday, July 20th 
(5.00pm).  The exam will be timed, so once you start you will need to complete it by the time 
limit. 


  


 


Academic Honesty 


 


UCF faculty supports the UCF creed. Integrity – practicing and defending academic and personal 


honesty – is the first tenet of the UCF Creed. This is in part a reflection of the second tenet, 
Scholarship: “I will cherish and honor learning as a fundamental purpose of membership in the 
UCF community.” Course assignments and tests are designed to have educational value; the 
process of preparing for and completing these exercises will help improve your skills and 
knowledge. Material presented to satisfy course requirements is therefore expected to be the 
result of your own original scholarly efforts. 







Violations of student academic behavior standards are outlined in The Golden Rule Student 
Handbook. 


Academic Dishonesty is defined as follows: 


1. Cheating, whereby non-permissible written, visual or oral assistance including that obtained 
from another student is utilized on examinations, course assignments or projects, is prohibited. 
The unauthorized possession or use of examination or course related material shall also 
constitute cheating. 


  


2. Plagiarism, whereby another's work is deliberately used or appropriated without any 
indication of the source, thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the 


student’s own, is prohibited. Any student failing to properly credit ideas or materials taken from 
another has plagiarized. 


Please note that any student who has assisted another in any of the aforementioned breach of 
standards shall be considered equally culpable. 


Students who attempt to obtain unearned academic credentials that do not reflect their skills 
and knowledge can also undermine the value of the UCF degrees earned by their more honest 
peers. Any form of academic dishonesty will result in you automatically failing the class and 
referred to the University authorities. Also, please remember that those caught cheating will 
have a notation made in their University records that they have been found guilty of academic 
misconduct. This can and will keep you out of law school so do not be tempted to cheat in any 
way. 


  


 


 


Grades 


 







My philosophy of grading is decidedly against what is generally known as "competitive grading" 


or "grading on the curve." You are not competing against fellow students for grades in this 
class. You are competing against yourself at all times, hopefully pushing yourself to excel 
against my objective standards of what students should reasonably get out of this class. 


Average mastery of those standards is the baseline for earning an "average" grade of C. Do 
above-average work, you earn a B. Do excellent work, you earn an A…. and so on. In any case, 
please understand that the points you earn toward a final grade will not be jerked around up or 
down to fit some predetermined grade curve. If everyone deserves an A, they’ll get it. If 
everyone flunks, they’ll all get an F and then, in all likelihood, I will leave the jurisdiction quickly 
under cover of night in heavy disguise and an assumed name! 


Your final grade will be weighted as follows: 


 Quizzes: 25% 


 Written assignments: 25% 
 MicroCase Worksheets: 25%  
 Final exam: 25%  


There will be no extra credit or grading opportunities.  If you know you need a certain grade at 
the end of the semester, you know you need it at the beginning -- go to work to earn it! Under 
no circumstances can or will a course grade be awarded on any basis other than those stated in 
the syllabus. 


Grade boundaries are as follows: 


A,  93%+ 


A-, 90-92.9% 


B+, 88-89.9% 


B, 83-87.9% 


B-, 80-82.9%  


C+, 78-79.9% 


C, 73-77.9% 


C-, 70-72.9% 


D, 60-69.9% 


F, 59% and below. 


When a grade fall on the boundary between letter grades the overall performance in the course 
will be taken into account when determining whether to round up. 







Students typically obsess about grades too late, often at the end of the semester. There is little 


that can be done at that point. So, if you think you are struggling in this class please come and 
talk to me as often as you like - never think you are being a pest! I cannot recall ever failing a 
student who early sought this kind of help. However, students who are struggling and delay 
assistance do fail. 


You will be able to access your grades in Canvas.  Please make sure that grades entered here 
are correct.  While every effort is made to ensure grades are correct, from time-to-time errors 
can occur (incorrectly add/subtract, miss points, and even fail to understand what a student 
wrote).  


A time limit of 1 week is imposed on all change of grade requests after the grade has posted. 
This is sufficient time to identify any errors. After that prior grades will not be reviewed.  This is 
to bring the course grade to completion and to minimize "end of semester" opportunism. 


Grade grievance policies are outlined under the UCF Golden Rule. 


  


Make-up Policy and Incompletes 


  


The time and dates for all assignments and the exam are fixed in krypton-coated granite 
encased in a hydrogen bomb-proof vault!  In other words, an extension on an assignment, or 
make-up exam will only be given in the most exceptional circumstances that are beyond the 
control of a student. 


At the top of the list of unacceptable excuses for late-work are those related to computer 
problems. I will generally not accept “My hard-drive crashed.... I accidentally deleted the file.... 
My internet connection is down....Etc....” These are the “dog ate my homework” excuses of the 
“Technology Age” and will not fly! It is your responsibility to secure ample time at a computer, 
make backups of your work, and generally plan ahead—do whatever it takes! 


From time to time the servers hosting Canvas at UCF have been known to go down.  If this 
happens UCF will normally post an announcement and if this coincides with the time when an 
assignment or exam is due, I will make alternative arrangements. 


I do not consider vacations or other trips out of town (other than when the student is away 
from campus representing an official university function) to be exceptional circumstances. Of 







course, this is an on-line class, so as long as you have reliable internet access being out of town 
does not really present a problem.  


Any student missing any assignments, exam or any other work because of observance of 
religious holidays shall be given an opportunity during that semester to make up missed work. 
The make-up will apply to the religious holiday absence only. It shall be the responsibility of the 
student to notify the instructor no later than the end of the first week of class of his or her 
intention to participate in religious holidays which do not fall on state holidays or periods of 
class recess. This policy shall not apply in the event that administering the test or examination 
at an alternate time would impose an unavoidable hardship on the instructor or the university. 


An incomplete standing will only   be granted if requested in writing to me (an email or phone 
call is not acceptable).  You must explain why you are requesting   an incomplete standing and 


include, where appropriate, documentation that must be original and verifiable. Such 
documentation must be on a letterhead, and contain a contact name and telephone 
number.  An incomplete will only be granted if you have a passing grade in the class. 


Remember an incomplete grade is only reserved for when you have missed an assignment or 
exam for a legitimate reason but are otherwise passing the class.  Incompletes are not given 
because you have achieved a low grade.  


  


Disability Statement 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all 
persons with disabilities.  This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request.  Students 


who need accommodations must be registered with Student Disability Services, Ferrell 
Commons Room 185, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before 
requesting accommodations from the professor. 


  


Disclaimer 


 


I reserve the right to change, add or modify any part of the syllabus. Of course, advance notice 
will be given of any such changes  


 








Public Opinion POS3233 AR01 & AV59 
Pollock / Summer A 2015 


Office 302 Phillips Hall 
Office hours W:  2:00-5:50 
Voice 407-823-2608  
Email Philip.Pollock@ucf.edu 
Book Erikson & Tedin, American Public Opinion (9th Edition) 


 
 
This courses covers all major topics in American public opinion—its definition and measurement, 
its relationship with democratic governance, the quality of political opinions among citizens, the 
learning of political orientations, the connection between opinion and public policy, the role of 
media and political elites in shaping opinion, and the connection between opinions and electoral 
choice. The assigned text provides up-to-date treatment of virtually all of the important academic 
studies of public opinion. Course resources include assigned reading, real-time and video-
streamed lectures, plus supplemental material.   
 
There are two sections of the course: (1) AR01, which has a room (CB1-Rm 218) and time 
(M&W, 6:00 - 8:50 p.m.); and (2) a recorded section (AV59), which is fully online. During the 
real-time meetings, my lectures will be recorded on video, which you can subsequently view by 
accessing UCF’s Tegrity link (https://ucf.tegrity.com. Log in using your NID). Despite the format 
difference, the requirements for both sections are the same. Physical attendance is not required. 
All course material will be equally available to both sections online. All quizzes and exams will 
be online. 
 
Grades. Your grade will be based on online quizzes (30 percent of course grade) and online 
exams (70 percent of course grade). During the term, you will take two quizzes. Each quiz will 
count 15 percent of your course grade. You will take two exams. Each of your exams will count 
35 percent of your course grade. Scheduling and time parameters of the quizzes and exams: 
 
[Syllabus continues on next page…] 
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Quiz or 
Exam 


Open day / date / 
time 


Close day / date / 
time 


Reading/lecture material 
covered 


Quiz 1 Th /May 28 / 8 a.m. Sun/May 31/11 p.m. May 18, May 20, May 27 


Exam 1 Th /June 4/ 8 a.m.  Sun / June 7 /11 p.m. May 18, 20, 27, June 1, 3 


Quiz 2 Th /June 11 / 8 a.m. Sun/June 14/11 p.m. June 8, June 10 


Exam 2  Mon /June 22/9 p.m. Th/June 25/11 p.m. June 8, 10, 15, 17, 22 


Note: No class will be held on May 25 or June 24. 
 
Quizzes. The quizzes will be multiple-choice format. The quizzes will test you on material that 
has been covered in the reading and in lecture.  For example, Quiz 1, which opens on May 28, 
will cover material presented in the reading and lectures for May 18, 20, and 27. Quiz 2 is based 
on the same rationale: Do the reading, view the lecture, and then take the quiz. Within the 
availability window, there is no limit on the amount of time you may take to complete the 
quizzes. However, you must take each quiz during the scheduled availability window. Each 
quiz will count 15 percent of your course grade. 
 
Exams. The exams will have multiple-choice questions and short essay questions. These are non-
cumulative exams. The first exam, which opens on June 4, will cover material from the lectures 
of May 18, 20, 27, June 1, and June 3. The second exam, which opens June 22, will cover 
material from June 8, 10, 15, 17, and 22. Within the availability window, there is no limit on the 
amount of time you may take to complete the exams. However, you must take each exam 
during the scheduled availability window. Each exam will count 35 percent of your course 
grade. 
 
If you wish discuss your exam: Come to my office during office hours. If you have a question 
about how your exam was graded: Bring the following materials to my office—your textbook, 
your notes on the reading, and the notes you have written while viewing the lecture.  
 
I do not give extra credit. 
 
You must work alone in completing the quizzes and exams. Giving or receiving assistance 
on any quiz or exam constitutes a violation of Academic Behavior Standards as specified in 
UCF’s Rules of Conduct (UCF-5.008). Any student who violates these standards will receive 
an F in the course. 
 
Grading Scale.  Your course grade will be determined by this numeric scale: 


>=90  87-89 80-86 77-79 70-76 67-69 60-66 <=59  
A B+ B C+ C D+ D F 


 
[Syllabus continues on next page…] 
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Schedule for the term: 
Lecture: Topic: Reading:∞ 


May 18 Public opinion and democracy ET chap1 


May 20 Measuring public opinion ET chap2 


May 27 Micro-level opinion ET chap3 


May 28-31* Quiz 1  


June 1 Macro-level opinion ET chap4 


June 3 Political socialization ET chap5 


June4-7* Exam 1  


June 8 Democratic stability ET chap6 


June 10 Group differences ET chap7 


June 11-14* Quiz 2  


June 15 Media ET chap8 


June 17 Elections ET chap9 


June 22 Public policy ET chap10 


June 22-25* Exam 2  


*See second page of this syllabus for precise dates and times. 
Note: No class will be held on May 25 or June 24. 
∞Additional material will be assigned at the discretion of instructor. 
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POS 3703: Scope and Methods of Political Science 
Department of Political Science 


University of Central Florida 
Syllabus 


Instructor Contact 


Professor Andrea Vieux 
avieux@knights.ucf.edu* 


 
 
Office Location UCF Valencia West Campus 


Building 11, Room 300A 
 


UCF Main Campus 
HPH 302 


Office Telephone* (407) 582-5727 
 


(407) 823-2608 


Office Hours By appointment By appointment  
 


• All office hours are first come, first served.  You can make an appointment with 
me during my office hours to ensure that I see you at the time you are available.  
Appointments take priority over walk-ins. 


• The best way to reach me is via my mail tab in Webcourses.  If you send me an 
email via the webcourse DO NOT send me the same email via the knights email.  
If you send me an email via knights email, DO NOT send me the same email via 
the webcourse. 


 
 


Course Information 


Course Name  POS 3703: Scope and Methods of Political Science 


Course ID & Section ID: 55795    Section: DW58 


Credit Hours  3 credits 


Semester/Year  Summer 2015 


Location online 
 
 


Course Syllabus 


This is the course syllabus, and should be treated as a written agreement between the professor 
and student.  Students should refer to the syllabus for any questions pertaining to the course, 







  
grading, etc.  Any deviations from this syllabus will be announced.  Therefore, students are 
responsible for any announcements, and any information or handouts given.  Absence is not an 
excuse for ignorance. 
 


Course Description 


Prerequisites: Junior standing or consent of the Instructor. 
  
The scope and methodology of political analysis. Extensive examination of the discipline, 
research design and methodology.  The first half of the semester covers basic research 
designs, the research process, and gives students the tools and information needed to 
complete the course research paper.  The second half of that paper covers other methods 
of investigation and analysis, survey research, sampling, qualitative research, and ethical 
considerations. 
 


Course Objectives 


Students successfully completing this course will be able to: 


• Identify basic components of research methodology and techniques used by political 
scientists. 


• Analyze data using statistical software 
• Evaluate research, statistics and findings.  


 


Additional Items of Note 


• Save your work on a flash drive.  You will need it repeatedly and do not want to 
have to keep redoing all of your tasks. 


• You may NOT record classroom meetings (voice or video recordings). 
Reasonable accommodations can be made for students with disabilities—speak 
with me. 


• Your failure to plan is not my emergency.  Stay on top of your classwork and get 
started well in advance of deadline.  See How to Study.org 


• ALL work MUST be your own. 
• If you have questions, ask. 


 


Required Textbook 


• Pollock III, Philip H. 2008. The Essentials of Political Analysis. 4th Edition. 
Washington, D.C.: CQ Press.  



http://www.howtostudy.org/





  
o ISBN # 978-1-60871-686-9 


 


Required Workbook 


• Pollock III, Philip H. 2008. An SPSS Companion to Political Analysis. 4th Edition. 
Washington, D.C.: CQ Press.  


o ISBN # 978-1-60871-687-6 


 


Additional Required Readings: 
 
In addition to the aforementioned texts, you will be required to read political science 
journal articles (or other political science research).  They are listed in the weekly 
schedule, or will be announced in class, or announced vial the course web-site.   
 


Useful Supplements 


• Baglione, Lisa. 2011. Writing a Research Paper in Political Science: A Practical 
Guide to Inquiry, Structure, and Methods. 2nd Edition. Washington, DC: CQ Press. 


• Brians, Craig Lenord, Lars Willnat, Jarol B. Manheim, and Richard Rich. 2011. Empirical 
Political Analysis: Quantitative and Qualitative Research Methods. 8th Edition. Boston: 
Longman. 


 


Research and Writing Skills:  


References required for written/class/online assignments must be relevant to our research, 
academic, authoritative and reliable. If you are a little shaky on academic standards 
governing acceptable references, ask questions of myself, or a librarian (or refer to the 
UCF library website). 
 
All written communication follows standard rules of English grammar and spelling.  If 
you are a little rusty on the standards acceptable in the academic community, go to the 
writing center, or ask me.  All written work should be presented in a formal, professional 
manner; using proper language and formatting, and should be edited for grammar, 
spelling, and writing flow/style.  
 


Writing Center:  


The University Writing Center (UWC) is a free resource for UCF undergraduates and 
graduates. At the UWC, a trained writing consultant will work individually with you on 
anything you're writing (in or out of class), at any point in the writing process from 







  
brainstorming to editing. Appointments are recommended, but not required. For more 
information or to make an appointment, visit the UWC website at 
http://www.uwc.ucf.edu , stop by MOD 608, or call 407.823.2197. 


 


UCF Computer Labs:  
 


Campus Computer Labs:  
http://guides.ucf.edu/c.php?g=78577&p=517810 
  
SPSS labs in Tech Commons:  
http://www.cst.ucf.edu/about/technology-sales-service-and-support/technology-
commons-2/ 
 
UCF Apps 
http://apps.ucf.edu/ 


 
 
Webcourse Privacy:  
 
Privacy:  Access to Webocourses is extended to you for the duration of your enrollment 
in the course, providing that you comply with class and school policies. You may not 
share that access with another person who is not enrolled in the course. Students who do 
so violate the privacy of other students as well as school policy. The act may lead to the 
violator being denied access to the Blackboard shell. 
 
On occasion, I permit others to enter the course, to critique my work, to view the 
operations of the course, or to work on a technical problem. For the entire term, my 
technical consultant has access to the course to provide continuity for you should the 
unexpected happen to me. 
 
E-Mail:  


E-mail will be an integral part of this course. Make sure you: 


1. Be patient. Don’t expect an immediate response when you send a message. 
Generally, two days is considered reasonable amount of time to receive a reply. 


2. Include "Subject" headings: use something that is descriptive and refer to a 
particular assignment or topic. 


3. Be courteous and considerate. Being honest and expressing yourself freely is very 
important but being considerate of others online is just as important as in the 
classroom. 


4. Make every effort to be clear. Online communication lacks the nonverbal cues 
that fill in much of the meaning in face-to-face communication. 



http://www.uwc.ucf.edu/

http://guides.ucf.edu/c.php?g=78577&p=517810

http://www.cst.ucf.edu/about/technology-sales-service-and-support/technology-commons-2/

http://www.cst.ucf.edu/about/technology-sales-service-and-support/technology-commons-2/

http://apps.ucf.edu/





  
5. Do not use all caps. This makes the message very hard to read and is considered 


"shouting." Check spelling, grammar, and punctuation (you may want to compose 
in a word processor, then cut and paste the message into the discussion or e-mail). 


6. Break up large blocks of text into paragraphs and use a space between paragraphs. 
7. Sign your e-mail messages. 
8. DO NOT email me hours (24 or less) before something is due to ask me questions 


about it.  You need to stay on task so that I have an appropriate amount of time to 
read the message and respond (generally, that is 48 hours). 


Never assume that your e-mail can be read by no one except yourself; others may be able 
to read or access your mail. Never send or keep anything that you would not mind seeing 
on the evening news. 
 
See these websites for helpful information on how to write professional emails. 
  
How to Email a Professor 
How to Email a Professor 
How to Email Your Professor 
Students: How to email your professor, employer, or professional peers 
How to email your professor: FAQ 
 
 
I will communicate with you through the webcourses sites e-mail to answer questions 
regarding class assignments and exams.  Regarding exams, I will not give exact answers 
for possible exam questions, but rather will provide information to help you find the 
answers. Professional e-mail communication is an important skill that will last beyond 
the class and college experience.  Keep in mind how you want to present yourself through 
e-mail.  In this class our official mode of communication is through email. All 
communication between student and instructor and between student and student should 
be respectful and professional.  
 
Copyright 


This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, 
images, text materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use 
doctrine in order to enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, 
download or distribute these items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for this 
online classroom environment and your use only. All copyright materials are credited to 
the copyright holder. 


In addition, the notes, lectures, videos, handouts, etc. provided by the professor are 
owned by the professor and considered intellectual property.  All intellectual property is 
safeguarded by copyright law and is not to be shared, distributed, etc. without the 
professor’s consent. 
 
 
Disability Statement 



http://www.wikihow.com/Email-a-Professor

http://web.wellesley.edu/SocialComputing/Netiquette/netiquetteprofessor.html

https://cms.cerritos.edu/uploads/ifalcon/How_to_Email_your_Professor.pdf

http://chrisblattman.com/2010/11/08/students-how-to-email-to-your-professor-employer-and-professional-peers/

http://www.cwu.edu/~glasbys/EMAIL





  
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations 
for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon 
request. Students who need accommodations must be registered with Student Disability 
Services, Student Resource Center Room 132, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only 
phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting accommodations from the professor. 


 


 


Grading & Course Requirements 
 
The following applies to all assignments:  


• All assignments are due at 11:59 pm on the due date in the schedule 
• NO LATE WORK, NO MAKE-UPS. 
• All work MUST be your own 


 
 
Academic Activity (0%)   **REQUIRED** 
 
All faculty members are required to document students' academic activity at the 
beginning of each course. In order to document that you began this course, please 
complete the academic activity by the end of the first week of classes, or as soon as 
possible after adding the course. Failure to do so will result in a delay in the disbursement 
of your financial aid. 
 
 
Introductory Quiz (5%): 
 
At the beginning of the semester, there will be a quiz over the introduction, syllabus, and 
assignment documents.  You will find the material you need to answer the questions 
under the Course Modules titled “Course Introduction and Syllabus” and “Assignment 
Directions and Links”   
 
 
Participation (15%): 
 
Attendance Policy: Students should check in on the webcourse at least twice per week. 
 
In order to fully engage in this course, students will be expected engage with other 
students in online discussions—that is, these are discussions between students on which I 
will occasionally comment.  For each discussion, a student is required to post at least one 
initial post on the topic, and reply to at least one other student’s post.  Each required 
discussion element is to be posted by 11:59 pm on the due date.   
 
Grades for participation are based on both the quantity and the quality of the posts. 
Doing the bare minimum number of posts does NOT guarantee you an A.  A-level work 



http://www.sds.ucf.edu/

http://www.sds.ucf.edu/





  
is excellent, B-level work is good, and C-level work is satisfactory. While one can 
(theoretically) have a stellar/excellent single reply, it is far better to ‘hedge your bets’ on 
overall quality with multiple replies—remember the goal is to engage and discuss with 
your classmates. Any disruptive behavior, inappropriate comments, activities not related 
to the course, etc. will reflect poorly on the student’s participation grade.   
 
Posting something someone else has already said, saying I agree, etc. is not considered a 
quality post.  Furthermore, initial posts should be relevant to the assigned topic—
technical questions should be posted in the technical questions forum, questions on 
course concepts and content should be posted in the course content discussion, questions 
for me should be posted in the general discussion forum or emailed to me, questions 
about assessments, your grades, etc. should be emailed to me.  
 
The discussions are intended to promote Active Learning. Meaning, you are interacting 
with each other and sharing ideas, etc. in order to fully grasp material. Active learning 
has been shown to enhance student outcomes (i.e. information retention and learning). By 
only replying to one student you aren’t really engaged in the material as much as you 
would be if you had a full conversation. Because this is an online course, discussions are 
one of the only ways to achieve this type of learning—hence the need to fully engage in 
the discussions. 
 
Note: I am looking for thought provoking posts that show you are engaged in the 
material.  These discussions lead up to your final assignment. Doing a good job on them 
will help you prepare for that paper. 
 
 
Workbook Exercises (25%) 
 
You will complete a series of workbook exercise sets, then answer questions about the 
exercises using the “Quiz” tool in the Webcourse. Each set is designed to work alongside 
the lectures and the Pollock textbook. The questions are taken directly from the 
workbook exercises or are applications/extensions of the exercises.  You must complete 
the workbook exercise sets before you begin answer the questions—each set of 
activities will take you at least a few hours to complete.   
 
There are 8 workbook exercise question sets. The workbook exercise question sets are 
each worth 10 points.  The number of questions for each set varies between 5 and 13. I 
will drop your lowest score and average the remaining 7 scores for your workbook 
exercises grate. 
 
 
Content Quizzes (30%): 
 
There are a total of 3 content quizzes, each is worth 10 %. Each quiz is cumulative, and 
may contain any material that has been assigned, covered, read, discussed, announced, 
completed, etc. for that module or any previous module.  Be sure to do all the required 
readings, activities, etc. before you take the quiz—the readings, activities, etc. will take 



http://www1.umn.edu/ohr/teachlearn/tutorials/active/what/index.html





  
you at least a few hours. There are no questions from the workbook exercises in the 
content quizzes.  
 
 
Article Assessment (25%) 
 
Students will write a 2 page (single-spaced) paper analyzing an article assigned by the 
professor.  It must be turned in by the due date in an openable, readable WORD file in the 
provided upload link in the Assignment dropbox in the webcourse.  If your paper is not 
consistent with the “openable, readable WORD file” stipulations it will not be accepted.  
Follow the directions in the Article Assessment Directions page in the Webcourse. 
 
Will the professor read drafts of the article assessment?   
In general, no.  If you want help on your writing, go to the writing center.  If you have 
specific questions about articles, ask your fellow classmates (via the course content 
discussion) or send me an email message at least two weeks prior to the due date.  You 
may also bring your questions into my face-to-face office hours at least two weeks (or 
more) before the paper is due.  If you wait until the last minute (i.e. less than two weeks 
prior to the due date), do not expect complete feedback.  I need time to respond, and you 
will need time to make changes. 
 
 
Extra credit: 
 
There is no extra credit in this course.  Do not expect any deviation from this policy.  
 


Some Notes on Grading: 


The fact that you are in college suggests that you were a decent student in high school.  It 
does not, however, mean you will be getting an A in this course.  Enrollment in this 
course does not mean you earned an A in this course. Earning an A might require more 
diligence than you are used to.  The letter grade “A” is reserved for excellence, “B” for 
good, and “C” for satisfactory.  Doing the bare minimum is not A-level work. 
 
For an undergraduate course, it is expected that you spend at least 3 hours outside of class 
time for every course credit hour studying, preparing, completing work, etc.  So, if you 
only spend 9 hours outside of class time doing these things, you are doing the bare 
minimum.  Also, beyond spending enough time studying, etc. you should be using your 
time effectively.  Spending 9 hours studying is not a guarantee of an A. 
 
In addition, this course is difficult (even in a face-to-face environment).  You should plan 
ahead on assignments and assessments.  DO NOT wait until the last minute.  You will 
probably realize (too late) that you should’ve started earlier.  I don’t accept late work of 
any kind. 
 







  


Grade Breakdown: 


 
Introductory Quiz 
Participation   
Workbook Exercises 
Content Quizzes   
Article Assessment   


5% 
15% 
25% 
30% 
25% 


 
 


Grading Scale: 


 
94-100  A 
90-93  A- 
88-89  B+ 
84-87  B 
80-83  B- 
78-79  C+ 
74-77  C 
70-73  C- 
68-69  D+ 
64-67  D 
60-63  D- 
0 - 59  F 


 
 


 


Late Work & Make-ups 


As noted at the top of this page, I do not allow for late work or make-ups. Do not 
anticipate any deviation from this policy. I do make exceptions for extenuating 
circumstances on a case-by-case basis (see below). **The general rule is no late work, no 
make-ups.**   


Under exceptional circumstances and with my permission a make-up might be granted. I 
must be informed, be provided with legitimate documentation for the request and need 
for the make-up, and give permission prior to the due date. Furthermore the request must 
conform to University Policy (for example, final exams are governed by stricter rules and 
will not be given before the University scheduled final exam period or after the 
University scheduled final exam period), the learning objective for that assignment must 
still be able to be fulfilled, and there must be a reasonable accommodation that can be 







  
made to make-up the missed work. If all these stipulations are met, then I may grant a 
make-up. In that case, the make-up may not be the same as the original. 


Deadlines: 


Do not wait until the last minute to complete your work. The work in this class takes a 
long time to complete.  


If you wait until the last minute and have a technical (i.e. webcourses@UCF, Library 
Information Literacy Module, etc.) or any other type of issue, do not expect any deviation 
from the NO late work policy.  Begin to complete your assigned tasks with more than 
enough time in case you run into troubles or take longer to complete the task than you 
anticipated. Your failure to plan is not my emergency. 


The online@UCF support is available by email Monday thru Friday 8am to 5pm and by 
phone from 8:30am to 4:30 pm Monday thru Friday. 


Academic Honesty (and Misconduct) 


Don’t Plagiarize (not properly citing sources, passing off someone else’s work as your 
own, handing in a paper written for another class, etc.).  Plagiarism and Cheating of any 
kind on an examination, quiz, or assignment will result at least in an "F" or 0 for that 
assignment (and may, depending on the severity of the case, lead to an "F" for the entire 
course) and may be subject to appropriate referral to the Office of Student Conduct for 
further action. See the UCF Golden Rule, the FTCL page on academic integrity, and the 
library web-site for further information.  


I will assume for this course that you will adhere to the academic creed of this University 
and will maintain the highest standards of academic integrity. In other words, don't cheat 
in any way (including but not limited to giving answers to others or taking them from 
anyone else). I will also adhere to the highest standards of academic integrity, so please 
do not ask me to change (or expect me to change) your grade illegitimately or to bend or 
break rules.  ALL work MUST be your own. 


Turnitin.com: In this course we may utilize turnitin.com, an automated system which 
instructors can use to quickly and easily compare each student's assignment with billions 
of web sites, as well as an enormous database of student papers that grows with each 
submission. After the assignment is processed, as an instructor I receive a report from 
turnitin.com that states if and how another author’s work was used in the assignment. For 
a more detailed look at this process, visit http://www.turnitin.com 


 


Non-Academic Misconduct 


The scope and content of the material included in this course are defined by the professor 
in consultation with the responsible academic unit. Although the orderly exchange of 



http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://www.fctl.ucf.edu/TeachingAndLearningResources/ClassroomManagement/AcademicIntegrity/

http://library.ucf.edu/

http://www.turnitin.com/





  
ideas, including questions and discussions prompted by lectures, discussion sessions and 
laboratories, is viewed as a key part of the educational environment, the professor has the 
right to limit the scope and duration of these interactions.  
 
Students who engage in disruptive behavior, including persistent refusal to observe 
boundaries defined by the professor regarding inappropriate talking, discussions, and 
questions in the classroom may be subject to discipline for non-academic misconduct for 
disruption of teaching or academic misconduct, as defined in the Golden Rule Student 
Handbook also defines potential sanctions for these types of infractions. 
 
Examples of inappropriate behavior include, but are not limited to: text messaging, 
talking or using cell phones, (turn off cell phones prior to class), surfing the internet, 
listening to music, downloading music, watching movies or videos, checking scores, 
playing games or poker, cursing, using offensive or inappropriate language of any kind, 
name calling, inappropriate actions of any kind, etc.  Any student acting in a disruptive 
manner may be asked to leave the classroom and will forfeit participation and attendance 
credit. 


 


Schedule* 
 
Date 
Range 
 


Due Date 
(11:59 pm) 
 


Activities 
& Graded Items 
 


Module & Topic 
 
 


  
 
 
 


 MODULE 1: 
Introduction and Basics 


5/18 to 
5/25 
 


 Lectures: 1.1, 1.2, 1.3 & 1.4 
 
Pollock Textbook: Introduction, 
Chapters 1 & 3   
 
 
 


• Foundations of 
Political Science 
Research 


• Theory & Research 
Question 


• Variables & 
Hypotheses 


 
 5/22 


5/25** 
 
 


***Academic Activity*** 
Discussion 1: Initial Post 
 
 


 


5/26 to 
5/28 


 Lectures: 1.5, 1.6 & 1.7 
 
 


• Literature Review & 
Library Research 


 5/28 
5/28 
 


Introductory Quiz 
Discussion 1: Reply post 
 


 







  


  
  


 
 
 


 Module 2:  
Data & Methods 


5/29 to 
6/1 


 Lectures: 2.01, 2.02, 2.03 &  
2.04 
 
Pollock Textbook: Chapter 2  
 
 


• Data & 
Measurements 


 6/1 
6/1 
 
 


Content Quiz 1 
Workbook Exercise Question 
Set 1 
 
 


 


6/2 to 6/4  Lectures: 2.05, 2.06, & 2.07 
 
Pollock Textbook: Chapter 2  
 
 


• Describing Variables 


 6/4 
 
 


Workbook Exercise Question 
Set 2 
 
 


 


6/5 to 6/8  Lectures: 2.08, 2.09 & 2.10 
 
Pollock Textbook: Chapters 5, 6 
& 7 
 


• Bi-variate analyses 
• Statistical 


relationships  


 6/8 
6/8 
6/8 
 
 


Workbook Exercise Question 
Set 3 
Workbook Exercise Question 
Set 4 
Discussion 2: Initial post 
 
 


 


6/9 to 
6/11 


 Pollock Textbook: Chapters 7& 
8 
 


• Bi-variate analyses 
• Linear regression 
• Statistical 


Relationships 
 6/11 


6/11 
6/11 
 
 
 


Workbook Exercise Question 
Set 5 
Workbook Exercise Question 
Set 6 
Discussion 2: Reply 
 


 







  


 
6/12 to 
6/15 


 Lectures: 2.11, 2.12, 2.13 & 
2.14 
 
Pollock Textbook: Chapters 8 & 
9 
 


• Statistical 
Relationships 


 6/15 
 
 


Workbook Exercise Question 
Set 7 
 
 


 


6/16 to 
6/18 


 Lectures: 2.15, 2.16 & 2.17 
 
Pollock Textbook: Chapter 10 
 


 


 6/18 
 
 


Workbook Exercise Question 
Set 8 
 
 


 


  
 
 
 


 MODULE 3: 
Research Design 


6/19 to 
6/22 


 Lectures: 3.01 & 3.02 
 
Pollock Textbook: Chapters 4 
 


• Cross-Sectional & 
Time Series 
Analyses 


• Experimental and 
Quasi-Experimental 
Designs 


 6/22 
6/22 
 
 


Content Quiz 2 
Discussion 3: Initial post 
 
 


 


6/23 to 
6/25 


 Lectures: 3.03, 3.04, 3.05, 3.06 
& 3.07 
 
Pollock Textbook: Chapters 6 
LeRoy Workbook: Chapters 6 & 
Appendix A 
 


• Surveys 
 


 6/25 
 
 


Discussion 3: Reply post 
 
 


 


6/26 to 
7/2 


 Lectures: 3.08, 3.09, 3.10, & 
3.11 
 


• Sampling 


    







  


7/3 to 7/6  Lectures: 3.12, 3.13 & 3.14  
 
 


• Qualitative Research 
 


  Independence Day Weekend 
 
 


 


7/7 to 7/9  Lectures: 3.15 
 


• Content Analysis 
 


 7/9 
 
 


Article Assessment 
 
 


 


7/10 to 
7/13 


 Lectures: 3.16, 3.17, 3.18 & 
3.19 
 


• Ethics 


 7/13 
 
 


Content Quiz 3 
 
 


 


 
*NOTES:  
All graded items are due by 11:59 pm on the due date unless otherwise noted. 
All dates and times are subject to change by Professor Vieux. Be informed and routinely 
check the Schedule, Announcements, and Discussions for any changes or updates 
**These items fall on a holiday.  Plan accordingly. 
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CPO3614 - Politics of Eastern Europe 
Anca Turcu 


Politics of Eastern Europe  
Summer 2015 


Course Information 


Course Name Politics of Eastern Europe 


Course ID & Section CPO 3614 DW 59 


Credit Hours 3 


Semester/Year Summer 2015 


Location World Wide Web 


Instructor Contact 


Instructor Dr. Anca Turcu 


Office Online through Canvas Chat Tab 


Office Hours Wednesday 2:00 PM-4:00 PM EST 


E-mail 


anca.turcu@ucf.edu 


You may also e-mail me by using the Canvas e-mail/ message system. I 
will use that system to send out updates, important messages or 
announcements. If you e-mail me, I will do my best to get back to you 
quickly, but I may take up to 48 hours to respond. Please note that I do 
only respond to e-mail during regular business hours. 


Academic and 
Content Related 


Questions 


If you have questions about the academic material or class content, do not 
hesitate to contact me! Questions, feedback or comments are all 
welcome. For non-academic (not course content related questions), 
please see below. 







Other Contact 
Information 


If you have questions regarding technical support or any other non-
academic, non course content related issues, you have to seek help 
through the technical support link on the class Home Page. 


Course Description 


This class will explore the government and politics of Eastern European countries, while 
providing a comparative insight into the institutions, electoral systems and processes that 
are specific to their governments. We will also examine historical contexts, political culture, 
social realities and policy outcomes specific to each country. 


Course Objectives 


On completing this course students will be able to: 


1. discuss the historical roots and ideological teachings of Marxism, Marxism-Leninism, 
Socialism and Communism 


2. understand the impact of communist rule on Eastern European countries 
3. analyze the impact of the transition to market economy and democracy on the 


institutions and government policies upon the democratization process in each country 
4. discuss the impact of EU and NATO membership on Eastern European countries 
5. describe and compare institutions, policies and political culture in various Eastern 


European countries 


Required Texts 


• "Central and Eastern European Politics: From Communism to Democracy" by Sharon 
L. Wolchik (Editor), Jane L. Curry (Editor); Third Edition; Published 2014;  


• " Communism and its Collapse" by Stephen White; First Edition; Published 2001. ISBN 
10: 0415171806; ISBN 13: 978-0415171809 


Note: Political Science texts change significantly from one edition to the next, as elections 
and current events reshape institutions and societies. Thus, it is imperative that you 
purchase the edition listed above. 


Other Materials: Documentaries and Clips 


For some modules in this class, you will be asked to watch documentaries, clips and other 
multimedia materials. Most of these clips will be available for free online via YouTube, 
PBS.org, TEDTalks and other sources. But, some documentaries might only be available on 
for-pay web streaming services providers such as Netflix or Amazon Instant Video. If that 
will be the case, I will at that time ask you to subscribe to those services. That means that 
for now you should not subscribe to these providers, but wait for my prompt to do so during 
the semester. I will provide further details about these video materials in each individual 
module and provide you with links or a clear indication where you can find the material. Not 







viewing these documentaries or clips is not an option, since they are a central part of the 
class and quizzes and the written projects will draw on these materials quite extensively. 


Academic Calendar 


Week Date Module Topic(s) Readings 


Week 
1 


05/18-
25 


 Introductory 
Materials  
AND 


 Module 1 


 Introduction and class overview 
AND 


 Communism Defined; The 
Establishment of Soviet Rule in 
Eastern Europe 


 Syllabus and Introductory 
Materials 


 Wolchik and Curry: Ch.1 
(Page 3-17); White 
Chapters 1 & 2 


Week 
2 


05/25- 
06/01 


Module 2 Communist Rule in Eastern 
Europe: 1950s-1980s 


Wolchik and Curry: Ch.1 
(Page 17-25); White 
Chapters 3, 4 & 5 


Week 
3 


06/01- 
08 


Module 3 The Collapse of Soviet Control 
and the End of Communist 
Regimes in Eastern Europe 


Wolchik and Curry: Ch.1 
(Page 25- end of chapter); 
White Chapters 6,7 & 8 


Week 
4 


06/08- 
15 


Module 4  Case Study: Poland Wolchik and Curry: Ch.10 


Week 
5 


06/15-
22 


Module 5  Case Study: Hungary Wolchik and Curry: Ch.12 


Week 
6 


06/22-
29 


Module 6  Case Study The Czech and 
Slovak Republics 


Wolchik and Curry: Ch.11 


Week 
7 


06/29- 
07/06 


Module 7 Case Study: Ukraine Wolchik and Curry: Ch.18 


Week 
8 


07/06-
13 


Module 8  Case Study: Romania Wolchik and Curry: Ch.15 


Week 
9 


07/13-
20 


Module 9 Case Study: Former 
Yugoslavia 


Wolchik and Curry: Ch. 17 


Due Dates 


Weekly Assignments 


Due every week by Monday evening, at 11.59 PM, EST; with the exception of the  
assignment for week 1, which is due at the same time as the assignment for week 2, 
on June 1st. 


Final Paper: 







Final Paper requirements will be posted on the class website on 07/06, and will be 
due on Friday, 7/17 at 11:59 PM. See below for submission details. 


Course Requirements 


Weekly Assignments 


Weekly assignments will test your knowledge of material from weekly 
modules, readings and clips or documentaries.  


For weekly assignments you will have the choice between taking a quiz 
(20 multiple choice questions, 20 minutes) OR completing a written 
assignment every week.  


Please only complete one of the two assignments. If you complete both, 
only the quiz will be graded. Make sure that you only click the “quiz” 
tab if you have chosen to take the quiz that week. Clicking the tab to 
only look at quiz questions is not allowed. Once you click on that 
tab, the system will give you a grade for that quiz, even if you have 
only been on that page for only a couple of seconds. In that case, the 
quiz grade will be the only one to count for that week, even if you 
submit a written paper for that week. So please, no ‘peeking’ at 
quizzes! Click the quiz tab only if you have committed to the quiz 
and you are ready to complete it. You will have to answer twenty 
multiple choice or true/ false questions at 5 points each, for 100 points 
total.  


The alternative will be a written assignment which you can read prior to 
submission and which will be made up of some short questions about the 
topic of the week and other instructions. 


I am aware that some students do better with quizzes than written 
answers, or vice versa. This is why I am giving you the choice. But, I 
encourage you to try each one of the two at least once during the 
semester (not both during the same week!). Even if you do not like 
writing, I encourage you to complete at least one weekly written 
assignment, so that you know what to expect and how to go about 
answering a written assignment, given that the final will be very similar to 
such written assignments.  


If you complete all nine weekly assignments, your two lowest assignment 
scores will be dropped at the end of class, leaving you with seven 
assignments worth 10% of your grade each. That is, seven assignments 
will make up 70% of your final grade. If you miss an assignment, or fail to 
submit it on time, you will automatically be assigned a grade of 0 for that 
assignment. Assignments will be available, with the rest of the content for 
each module, on the Monday of each week. Assignments will close each 
week by Monday evening of the following week, at 11.59 PM EST and 







may be completed only once. Please avoid last minute submissions in 
order to avoid technical difficulties.  


The last weekly assignment for the class will be due on 07/20/ 2015 and 
will open a week before that. 


Final Paper 


You will have to complete a final paper that will cover numerous topics 
discussed in the various modules. The final paper assignment will be 
posted on the class website on 07/06 and you will have until 07/17 at 
11:59 PM to complete and submit your work. The final paper must be 
submitted through Canvas written submission, just like written 
assignments during the semester. This site is designed to help me identify 
plagiarism, so make sure to take all necessary measures needed to avoid 
plagiarism. If you are not sure what constitutes plagiarism and how to 
avoid it, take this UCF library tutorial: 
http://infolit.ucf.edu/students/modules/#article116 Students who plagiarize 
will receive and automatic FZ grade for the entire class. Please allow for 
plenty of time to complete the assignment, so that you avoid last minute 
submissions and the technical difficulties that sometimes accompany 
them. Assignments submitted late will be penalized by 10 points/24 hours, 
up to (but no later than) 72 hours post due date, including weekend days.  


Missed Assignments/Make-Ups 


No extensions will be granted if you fail to submit your work due to 
technical difficulties. Should you encounter technical problems, please 
contact Canvas web support. I cannot help you with technical issues. 
Also, please keep in mind that you are solely responsible if you fail to 
submit a quiz or an assignment due to technical difficulties, save for a 
major natural disaster (i.e. a hurricane). In the event of a hurricane, which 
causes power outages and evacuations, do not panic about your online 
assignments. Your safety and that of your family is your first priority. 
When power is restored, contact me. I will work with individual students to 
determine the best course of action. Remember, your professor could be 
experiencing the same or similar problems in the event of a hurricane! 
Other circumstances, which may be considered "unavoidable", include 
medical emergencies. Pertinent documentation, deemed acceptable by 
the professor, will be required for any delayed assignment. If you miss an 
assignment due to illness, e-mail me (scan) an official notification form a 
doctor or hospital at the latest a week after due date, in order to be 
allowed to make up missed work. 


 


 



http://infolit.ucf.edu/students/modules/





Evaluation and Grading 


Assignment Percentage of Grade 


Weekly Assignments (7) 70 


Final Paper 30 


Total 100 


Grading Scale 


Letter Grade Points 


A 93 – 100 


A- 90 – 92 


B+ 87 – 89 


B 83 – 86 


B- 80 – 82 


C+ 77 – 79 


C 73 – 76 


C- 70 – 72 


D+ 67 – 69 


D 63 – 66 


D- 60 – 62 


F 59 and below 







 


Grading Formula 


(final paper *.30) + [(sum of seven highest scoring weekly assignments/7) 
*.70]= final grade 


Attendance Policy 


This course is web-based, fully online and considered a "W" course. 
Students are expected to fully participate in all online activities and to 
complete all assignments by the due dates. 


Participation and a timely completion of work and assignments are both 
considered similar to attendance in a face-to-face class. Assignments that 
are not turned into Canvas by the due date, will receive 0 points. 


Academic Honesty 


Students must demonstrate a high level of responsibility and academic 
honesty. Because the value of an academic degree depends upon the 
absolute integrity of the work done by the student for that degree, it is 
imperative that a student demonstrate a high standard of individual honor 
in his or her scholastic work. 


Scholastic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, statements, acts or 
omissions related to applications for enrollment or the award of a degree, 
and/or the submission as one’s own work or material that is not one’s 
own. As a general rule, scholastic dishonesty involves one of the following 
acts: cheating, plagiarism, self-plagiarism, collusion and/or falsifying 
academic records. 


If you are not sure what constitutes plagiarism and how to avoid it, take 
the UCF library tutorial. 


Students who cheat, plagiarize, falsify records or practice any other form 
of academic dishonesty will receive an automatic FZ grade for the class. 


Disability Statement 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable 
accommodations for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available 
in alternate formats upon request. Students with disabilities who need 
accommodations in this course must contact the professor at the 
beginning of the semester to discuss needed accommodations. No 
accommodations will be provided until the student has contacted Student 







Disabilities Services, and the professor, in order to request 
accommodations. Students who need accommodations must be 
registered with Student Disability Services, Student Resource Center 
Room 132, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, 
before requesting accommodations from the professor. 


Copyright 


This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or 
video clips, images, text materials, etc. These items are being used with 
regard to the Fair Use doctrine in order to enhance the learning 
environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, download or distribute these 
items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for this online 
classroom environment and your use only. All copyright materials are 
credited to the copyright holder. 


Third-Party Software and FERPA 


During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online 
services and/or software applications sometimes called third-party 
software such as a blog or wiki. While some of these could be required 
assignments, you need not make any personally identifying information 
on a public site. Do not post or provide any private information about 
yourself or your classmates. Where appropriate you may use a 
pseudonym or nickname. Some written assignments posted publicly may 
require personal reflection/comments, but the assignments will not require 
you to disclose any personally identity-sensitive information. If you have 
any concerns about this, please contact your instructor. 


Religious Holidays 


The University of Central Florida welcomes diversity of religious beliefs 
and practices, recognizing the contributions differing experiences and 
viewpoints can bring to the community. There may be times when an 
academic or work requirement conflicts with religious observances and 
practices. If that happens, students may request reasonable 
accommodation of their religious practices. In all cases, you must put your 
request in writing and present it to the instructor at the beginning of the 
semester. The instructor or supervisor will review the situation in an effort 
to provide a reasonable accommodation when possible to do so without 
fundamentally altering a course or creating an undue burden for the 
department. 


 


 







E-mail Protocols 


E-mail will be an integral part of this course. Make sure you: Check your 
e-mail at least once every 48 hours during regular business hours (more 
often is better). 


Be patient. Don’t expect an immediate response when you send a 
message. Generally, two days is considered reasonable amount of time to 
receive a reply. Please not that your professor only checks and answers 
to e-mails during regular business hours. 


Include “Subject” headings: use something that is descriptive and refer to 
a particular assignment or topic. 


Be courteous and considerate. Being honest and expressing yourself 
freely is very important, but being considerate of others online is just as 
important as in the classroom. 


Make every effort to be clear. Online communication lacks the nonverbal 
cues that fill in much of the meaning in face-to-face communication. 


Do not use all caps. This makes the message very hard to read and is 
considered “shouting.” Check spelling, grammar, and punctuation (you 
may want to compose in a word processor, then cut and paste the 
message into the discussion or e-mail). 


Break up large blocks of text into paragraphs and use a space between 
paragraphs. 


Sign your e-mail messages. 


Never assume that your e-mail can be read by no one except yourself; 
others may be able to read or access your mail. Never send or keep 
anything that you would mind seeing on the evening news. 


Disclaimer 


Please note that the academic calendar, policies, procedures and 
assignments listed in this syllabus are subject to change at the discretion 
of the professor.  
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Syllabus  


POS 3424: Congress and the Legislative 


Process  


Summer 2015 


Instructor Contact 


Instructor Nathan Ilderton 


Office  302 Howard Phillips Hall 


Office 


Hours 


 1:00-3:00 Tuesday and Thursday or by 


appointment.  During office hours I will be available in 


a chat room to answer questions.  The chat room will be 


available under the "Chat" tab. 


Phone 407-823-2608 


E-mail 


Please contact me via the email function within 


webcourses for all class related emails. Click my profile 


under people and select send message.  If webcourses is 


down you can reach me via my University email: 


Nathan.Ilderton@ucf.edu. 


  


Course Information 


Course Name Congress and the Legislative Process 


Course ID & Section POS 3424 Section DW59 


Credit Hours 3 


Semester/Year Summer 2015 D Term 


Location Online 


  


Course Description 


This course is an examination of the politics of the United States Congress. During the semester 


we will examine the election of members of Congress, the legislative process, and the place of 


Congress in the broader context of the American government and democracy. This will mean 



mailto:Nathan.Ilderton@ucf.edu?subject=POS3424





exploring the rules, norms, individuals, and historical events that have shaped the Congress. We 


will also discuss the development of the modern Congress and where it is heading in future. 


Prerequisite: POS 2041 or consent of the instructor. 


Course Objectives 


This course will equip you not only to describe how Congress operates, but analyze why it 


operates in the manner it does. Students will become familiar with the theories posited by 


political scientists to explain congressional process and evaluate the rigor of these theories. At 


the end of the course, students will be better able to understand and analyze political outcomes 


within Congress and in the American political system in general. 


Required Text 


 Roger H. Davidson, Walter J. Oleszek, Francis E. Lee, and Eric Schickler. Congress and 


Its Members, 14
th


 edition (CQ Press) 


 Jacobson, Gary C. The Politics of Congressional Elections, 8
th


 edition. (Pearson 


Longman). 


Course Requirements 


The course is divided into three week segments (see course schedule). During these periods five 


modules will be available. You will be required in each period to complete four quizzes, 


participate in one discussion, and complete one internet assignment. During the final week of 


each section an exam will open for you to complete. Modules will open on the Monday at the 


beginning of the first week and close the Sunday after the third week at 11:59 pm. 


Missed Assignments/Make-Ups/Extra Credit 


I will not allow missed assignments to be made up without a documented university excused 


absence. If you know ahead of time that you will be unable to complete a module on time please 


inform me prior to the closing time. If you cannot inform me ahead of time, please inform me 


within one business day of the closing of the module either via phone or email. Date and time of 


makeup modules will be determined by the instructor on a case by case basis. I reserve the right 


to change the format and questions of makeup modules at my discretion. 


Evaluation and Grading 


Each module will consist of reading and lecture materials you will be required to read or watch. 


Four of five modules in each segment of the class has a quiz associated with it. Quizzes consist 


of true/false and multiple choice questions. True/false and multiple choice questions will be 


worth one point each. Your quiz grade will be computed by dividing the total points earned 







during the semester by the total points available. Quizzes are listed under the quizzes tab on the 


course menu. 


Each three week segment of the class will include one discussion question in which you will be 


asked to interact with your classmates. Each discussion contribution will be graded on a 10 point 


scale based on the accuracy of the answer to the question posed and the quality of the interaction 


with fellow students. These are listed under the discussions tab of the course menu. 


Each three week segment of the class will include an internet assignment. These will be 


assignments that require you to find or examine materials related to Congress on the web and 


respond to them. These assignments will be graded on a 100 point scale. These will be listed 


under the assignments tab on the course menu. These assignments substitute for quizzes in 


Modules 4, 8, and 11. 


During the third week of each segment of the class, an exam will be available which you are 


required to complete. Exams consist of five short answer questions from the material covered in 


the segment. The second and third exams are not cumulative. Exam questions should be 


answered in one or two paragraphs each. Answers should be original (i.e. not cut and pasted 


from course modules).  Exams will open at midnight on the Monday of the final week of the 


segment and close on the following Sunday at 11:59 pm (see course schedule). The semester 


ends Friday, July 17th, therefore the third exam will open on Saturday, July 11th to give you the 


full 7 day window to complete the exam. Exams will be listed under the quizzes tab. 


Once you begin a quiz, discussion, or internet assignment there is no time limit for it to be 


completed. There is a 60 minute time limit for the completion of exams. Also, be aware that 


you only get one attempt to complete a quiz or exam, i.e. once you start a quiz or exam you 


must complete it. 


Assignments will be weighted in the following manner for calculating the final grade. 


Assignment Percentage of Grade 


Quizzes 20 


Internet Assignments 10 


Discussions 10 


Exam 1 20 


Exam 2 20 


Exam 3 20 


Total 100 


  


Final grades will be awarded according to the following scale. 


Letter Grade Points 







A 90 – 100 


B 80 – 89 


C 70 – 79 


D 60 – 69 


F 59 or below 


  


Student Engagement and Financial Aid 


As of Fall 2014, all faculty are required to document students’ academic activity at the beginning 


of each course. In order to document that you began this course, please complete the syllabus 


quiz by the end of the first week of classes or as soon as possible after adding the course. Failure 


to do so may result in a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid. 


The syllabus quiz is a five question multiple choice quiz and can be found under the "Quizzes" 


tab. The only purpose of the syllabus quiz is to satisfy the financial aid requirement for this class. 


It will not be included in the calculation of your final grade. 


Academic Honesty 


Plagiarism and Cheating of any kind on an examination, quiz, or assignment will result at least in 


an "F" for that assignment (and may, depending on the severity of the case, lead to an "F" for the 


entire course) and may be subject to appropriate referral to the Office of Student Conduct for 


further action. See the UCF Golden Rule for further information. I will assume for this course 


that you will adhere to the academic creed of this University and will maintain the highest 


standards of academic integrity. In other words, don't cheat by giving answers to others or taking 


them from anyone else. I will also adhere to the highest standards of academic integrity, so 


please do not ask me to change (or expect me to change) your grade illegitimately or to bend or 


break rules for one person that will not apply to everyone. 


Disability Statement 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations to all 


persons with disabilities.  This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request.  Students 


who need accommodations must be registered with Disability Services, Student Resource Center 


Room 132, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting 


accommodations from the professor. 


Copyright 


This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, images, text 


materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use doctrine in order to 
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enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, download or distribute these 


items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for this online classroom environment and 


your use only. All copyright materials are credited to the copyright holder. 


Third-Party Software and FERPA 


During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or software 


applications sometimes called third-party software such as a blog or wiki. While some of these 


could be required assignments, you need not make any personally identifying information on a 


public site. Do not post or provide any private information about yourself or your classmates. 


Where appropriate you may use a pseudonym or nickname. Some written assignments posted 


publicly may require personal reflection/comments, but the assignments will not require you to 


disclose any personally identity-sensitive information. If you have any concerns about this, 


please contact your instructor. 


 








 
IDS 4315: Global Perspectives 
Department of Political Science 


University of Central Florida 
COURSE SYLLABUS 


 
Instructor: Jonathan Powell, Assistant Professor 


E-mail: jonathan.powell@ucf.edu 
Skype ID: jonathanmpowell3 


Office: 305B Howard Phillips Hall 
Web: www.jonathanmpowell.com 


 
Note: The instructor will be unavailable to meet in person after May 28.   
 
I. University Course Catalog Description 
The historical and contemporary contexts of globalization. 
 
II. Course Objectives 
Topically dedicated to issues in international politics, this class will investigate a number of 
different global political phenomena from the approach of social scientists.  While scholars, 
politicians, and pundits may squabble over why something should or should not be done, or why 
or why not political beings behave in a particular way, we can all (perhaps) agree on the need to 
be able to assess these questions as objectively as possible.  So in addition to learning about 
relevant topics, people, or places, the readings and assignments are chosen in order to expose 
students to the methods of researchers, primarily from the perspective of the discipline of political 
science.  The majority of this class with be dedicated to consuming relevant literature, specifically 
in relation to five recent books that look at different issues in international politics.  The latter 
stages of the class will be dedicated to the completion of a research paper that emulates the 
approach to research seen in the assigned readings. 
 
Students will    


1. Learn descriptive information about different issues in global, specifically non-western, 
politics. 


2. Be exposed to how social scientists construct testable (and falsifiable) hypotheses related 
to politics. 


3. See how social scientists go from theoretical reasoning, to designing research, to testing an 
argument. 


4. Become more familiar with the limitations of the tools that they, and other social scientists, 
utilize. 


5. Apply the lessons learned from the assigned readings to real-world events. 
6. Complete a research paper relevant to global politics. 
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III. Required Texts and Materials 
• Beaulieu, Emily. 2014. Electoral Protest and Democracy in the Developing World. 


Cambridge University Press. ISBN: 1107612276 
• Chenoweth, Erica, and Maria Stephan. 2011.  Why Civil Resistance Works. 


Columbia University Press. ISBN: 0231156839 
• Hudson, Valerie. 2014. Sex and World Peace. Columbia University Press. ISBN: 


0231131836. 
• Ross, Michael. 2012. The Oil Curse. Princeton University Press. ISBN: 


0691159637. 
• Weeks, Jessica. 2014. Dictators at War and Peace. ISBN: 0801479827. 


 
IV. Content Disclaimer (READ VERY CLOSELY) 
Students should be fully committed to completing a full semester of coursework during the class.  
The class is only abbreviated in terms of time allowed for completion.  In other words, students 
should be prepared to complete a four month class in around half of that time.  This class will be 
both reading and writing intensive. 
 
Students should also be prepared to complete assignments throughout the entirety of the course.  
By design, students cannot complete the class “early,” regardless of their pace and performance.  
They will also be required to complete weekly assignments.  The class will primarily be 
comprised of five modules based on each of the assigned books.  Each Monday a new module 
will become available.  All of its associated contents must be completed by the end of the 
following week.  You will not be permitted to begin subsequent modules until all elements of the 
preceding modules have been completed. 
 
This sequencing is adopted for two reasons.  First, some elements of one module, especially 
content from mini-lectures, will often be necessary for students to succeed on subsequent 
modules.  Also, the instructor will offer a brief “Post-Mortem” lecture after grading the 
components of each module.  This will effectively be a mini-lecture that specifically responds to 
issues that were common across the whole of the class.  Consequently, it is important for 
students to work at a similar pace and complete assignments at a similar time.   
 
Second, students should fully commit to the module they are currently assigned.  Any extra time 
should be committed to reviewing the material and working on the written assignments.  In other 
words, efforts should focus on doing the work well, not simply getting it done.  That said, 
although modules may not yet be available, students are free to “read ahead” and finish the 
books early (though assignments will not be available early). 
  


 







V. Final Grade Calculation 
 Assessment   Available Due  % of Semester Grade 
Module 1: Dictators at War  May 18    15% Total 
    Quizzes  May 18 May 27  7% 
    Article Response May 18 May 28  4%  
   News Response May 18 May 29  4% 
Module 2: Civil Resistance  May 25    15% Total 
    Quizzes  May 25 June 3   7% 
    Article Response May 25 June 4   4% 
    News Response May 25 June 5   4% 
Module 3: Oil Curse   June 1     15% Total 
    Quizzes  June 1  June 10  7% 
    Article Response June 1  June 11  4% 
    News Response June 1  June 12  4% 
Module 4: Electoral Protest  June 8     15% Total 
    Quizzes  June 8  June 17  7% 
    Article Response June 8  June 18  4% 
    News Response June 8  June 19  4%  
Module 5: Sex & World Peace June 15    15% Total 
    Quizzes  June 15 June 24  7% 
    Article Response June 15 June 25  4% 
  News Response June 15 June 26  4%    
Module 6:  Paper    May 18    25% Total 
  Introduction    June 22  5% 
  “Front End”    June 29  5%   
  Final Draft    July 13   15% 
TOTAL         100%    
 
Quizzes (7% per book; 35% of semester grade) 
Each module will include brief chapter-by-chapter quizzes for the book, other readings (journal 
and news articles), and (if appropriate) any “mini-lectures” for the module.  All of these quizzes 
will be of equal value, with the average of them acting as the quiz grade for the module.  These 
quizzes will include questions in two forms: multiple choice or fill in the blank.  Quizzes will 
usually be comprised of 5-10 questions randomly drawn from a question bank of 10-25 questions 
for each chapter or mini-lecture. 
 
Article Response (4% per module; 20% of semester grade) 
Each module will have at least one article from an academic journal assigned.  Students will 
complete a written response to the article.  The article will be topically related to the content of the 
module’s book.  It could, however, completely disagree theoretically, reach different conclusions, 
or be in agreement with the book.  Students will complete a brief 500 word essay that either 
explores 1) what would the writer of the article say about the book, or 2) how would the writer of 
the book respond to the article.  A prompt providing more details for the article response will be 
available on webcourses. 
  


 







News Response (4% per module; 20% of semester grade) 
Similar to the article response, students will also read a batch of news articles for a current event.  
Students will be required to apply the arguments and lessons from the book and article to critically 
assess the event.  In other words, how would the authors of the book and article interpret the event 
depicted in the news reports. 
 
OPTIONAL: Students will have an opportunity to re-write their article and news response for the 
first module.  This is only available for the first module and is done so that students can gain 
familiarity with what is expected from the task. Students taking this option will have the average 
of both submissions act as their grade for the component of the module. 
 
Paper (25% of semester grade) 
The latter stages of the class will be dedicated to completing a research paper.  While students’ 
attention will shift more toward writing, and there are no specific readings assigned, students will 
be required to identify and read scholarly publications that are appropriate to their project.  The 
paper, and its individual components, will have minimal requirements for the number of sources 
utilized and the type of source used.  Different aspects of the paper, including grading rubrics, 
will be made available on webcourses. 


Elements of the paper will be submitted in stages, with later stages and the final draft illustrating 
that the student made any recommended changes. 


VI. Grading Scale  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


Grade Dissemination 
Assume each component will be graded within one week of submission.  You can access your 
scores at any time using "myUCF Grades" in the portal.  If the grade is not available online, 
assume your assignment has not been graded.  Contact the instructor via email or Skype if a 
week has passed since submission and a grade has not been reported.  Please note that scores 
returned mid-semester are unofficial grades. If you need help accessing myUCF Grades, see the 
online tutorial: https://myucfgrades.ucf.edu/help/. 
  


Grading Scale (%) 
94-100  A 


90-93.99  A- 
87-89.99  B+ 
84-86.99  B 
80-83.99  B- 
77-79.99  C+ 
74-76.99  C 
70-73.99  C- 
67-69.99  D+ 
64-66.99  D 
60-63.99  D- 
0 – 59.99  F 
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VII. Course Policies 
Late Work 
As a rule, late work will not be accepted and assignments not completed on time will receive a 
grade of 0.  Students should pay close attention to due dates, should be aware of the length of 
readings, and should plan on finishing their assignments in advance of the final due date.  This is 
especially important for an online class, where technical issues could arise.  Extensions due to 
technical issues will be allowed only when UCF’s IT services can document an issue with 
Webcourses.  In other words, the class and its due dates assume you have access to a reliable 
computer and reliable internet connection. 
 
Grades of "Incomplete" 
The current university policy concerning incomplete grades will be followed in this course. 
Incomplete grades are given only in situations where unexpected emergencies prevent a student 
from completing the course and the remaining work can be completed the next semester. Your 
instructor is the final authority on whether you qualify for an incomplete. Incomplete work must 
be finished by the end of the subsequent semester or the “I” will automatically be recorded as an 
“F” on your transcript. 
 
Email 
The instructor will make a strong effort to respond to all emails within 24 hours of receiving the 
message.   


• All emails should include “IDS 4315” or another indicator in the subject line that 
identifies the message as relevant to the class. I will prioritize emails coming from 
students enrolled in the class.  In other words, EMAILS THAT DO NOT 
INCLUDE AN APPROPRIATE SUBJECT LINE WILL LIKELY HAVE A 
DELAYED RESPONSE. 


• Emails should include a salutation.   
• Students, per university policy, are required to correspond with their official 


Knights email address.   
o Due to prior issues with Canvas, it is strongly recommended to use Outlook 


to draft emails.  In previous semesters, emails and responses seem to get 
“lost” when submitted through Canvas/webcourses, and attachments almost 
never go through. 


• Students should first consult the syllabus and announcements sent via 
Canvas/Webcourses/Email regarding basic requirements (this will usually save you 
time).  If a change has been made to the course schedule it will be documented in an 
announcement. 


• The instructor is available for Skype conversations by appointment. 
 
Disability Access 
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all 
persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students 
who need accommodations must be registered with Student Disability Services, Ferrell 
Commons Room 185, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before 
requesting accommodations from the professor. 
 


 







Academic Conduct Policy 
Academic dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated.  If you are uncertain as to what 
constitutes academic dishonesty, please consult The Golden Rule, the University of Central 
Florida's Student Handbook (http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/) for further details.  As in all 
University courses, The Golden Rule Rules of Conduct will be applied.  Violations of these rules 
will result in a record of the infraction being placed in your file and receiving a zero on the work 
in question AT A MINIMUM.  At the instructor’s discretion, you may also receive a failing 
grade for the course.  Episodes of plagiarism will result in an automatic failure of the class and 
will see the case forwarded to the Office of Student Conduct with a recommendation for 
expulsion.   
 
University Writing Center 
The University Writing Center (UWC) is a free resource for UCF undergraduates and graduates. 
At the UWC, a trained writing consultant will work individually with you on anything you're 
writing (in or out of class), at any point in the writing process from brainstorming to editing. 
Appointments are recommended, but not required. For more information or to make an 
appointment, visit the UWC website at http://www.uwc.ucf.edu, stop by MOD 608, or call 
407.823.2197. 
 
Religious Observances 
Students are expected to notify their instructor in advance if a holy day of their religious faith is 
expected to influence their participation in the class.  Given the online nature of the class, this is 
not expected to be an issue.  If a conflict does exist, immediately notify the instructor. For a 
current schedule of major religious holidays, see the Faculty Center’s main web page under 
“Calendars,” and for additional information, contact the Office of Diversity Initiatives at 407-
823-6479. 
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American National Government 
Pos 2041 - Summer  


 
Cindy Benson       Office Hours 8:45-9:45 A.M., Mon. - Wed.                                                                                   
305A Howard Phillips Hall (enter through 302 )                                                                                                                             
cbenson@mail.ucf.edu  
823-2608  
 
             This course is designed to familiarize the student with the basic political processes in the 
United States.  We will be exploring the meaning of democracy and the workings of our 
institutions of government as they were designed and as they exist today.  We will also focus our 
attention on the concept of “power” - what it means, who has it, who doesn’t and what its 
implications are. 
 
Course objectives: 
 
1.  To provide an historical and substantive understanding of the American political 


system. 
2.  To teach students how to separate fact from opinion, how to evaluate opinions (some 


are more valid than others), and how to differentiate between what was, what is, and 
what ought to be. 


3.  To provide assistance in teaching students how not what to think. 
4.  To help students understand the competing interests a 
diversity in our society in order to enable them to participate in a  more aware and                
rational manner in future decision making. 
 


            As members of a global community, this course is designed to assist students to 
become critical thinkers, to respect and understand diversity, and to understand the 
importance of becoming life-long learners. The world is changing dramatically, and it is 
critical that if nothing else, graduates of universities understand this and develop the ability 
to think, question, and be able to find solutions to both old and new problems for our society.    
 
 
Please Read: Important!!! 
     My teaching style is not for everyone. If you can’t take hand written notes and listen at the 
same time, if you expect me to just teach “to the test” so you can just memorize “stuff”, get 
through the class with a decent grade and not learn anything, this course is NOT for you. I 
lecture, discuss current events and history, give examples and further information on how 
and what you are reading and listening to in class applies to the real world.  
 
This is a University course - not High School. You are adults and I will treat you as such. 
Education is Learning= Learning is Understanding!  
  







      E-mail use does not mean I am available for “office hours” 24-7! I check at least once a day 
usually in the morning (except on weekends), but I don’t sit at my computer all day for immediate 
responses. (Please don’t e-mail me at 11 PM Friday and expect a fast response)   
 
 Please remember this is a short semester, so stay on top of the reading and studying. You 
will understand lecture and discussion much better if the text is read prior to of class discussion. 
The further ahead you read, the better off you will be. Read the text before coming to class. 
 
    It is essential ( as in – you must) for you to contact at least two or three of your classmates for 
information if you miss a class or to share notes.  This is not just a suggestion! Finding out what 
you missed is your responsibility! After doing that, please feel free to come by and see me if you 
need further clarification or still have questions. I will not email or speak with you individually 
concerning questions from a missed class if you do not contact someone else first. Then…. I’m all 
yours! 
 
Please don’t email me about questions you may have that are answered in the text or on the 
syllabus. Please search for the answer yourself first, then contact me if you can’t find the answer. 
I am happy to answer any real questions you may have.                              
 
 I am always available to help you during my office hours, before/after class, or by appointment. 


  
Course Requirements and Grade Composition: 
 
Students will be expected to read all text assignments prior to class ( I’ll keep you updated on 
what should be read when as we go along) and to “keep up” on current events. I do not take 
attendance on a daily basis, but you are responsible for all class lecture material and for any 
changes made in the syllabus or any thing course related. One of the most basic guidelines for 
success in this course is coming to class every day and reading the text. I do not post my lectures 
on the web or loan them to you because you missed class- this class is based on face to face 
learning in a university course. I will use class time to add additional terms and concepts not 
presented in the book, so if you do not attend class, you will not know some material that will be 
covered on tests!!!!!  
 
Since there are always a few students who forget this = *** One more time!! If you feel it’s my 
responsibility to keep you up to date on all course information, you’re in the wrong class. 
 
 
There will be three objective tests given during the term, each counting 33.3% of your final grade. 
An essay make-up will only be considered if you get in touch with me ( phone, talk to me in class, 
email etc.) within 24 hours days of missing a test! There are no exceptions. A quiz worth up to 3 
extra points added to your final test average will be given about midway through the semester. 
The exact date will be announced in class 1 week prior to its presentation. 
 







I must be fair to all students, so please don’t ask for exceptions to the class rules or                                
requirements. This syllabus is a “contract”, so be sure to read it carefully so that you know what 
to expect from me and what I expect of you. 
 
Text 
 GOVT 4, Henschen and Sidlow 
 
Reading 
 Test #1 - Introduction, Ch. 1-5 (  approximately July 10th or 13th (TBA ) 
 Test #2 - Ch. 6-7, 10 and 8 & 9 ( approximately July 27rd (TBA ) 
 Test #3 - Ch. 11-16 ( 15 and 16 may not be covered given time constraints _ I’ll let you 


know as the term progresses) 
 


The first two test dates will be confirmed in class at least 1 week in advance and Test 3 
will be the last day of class                     


 
Tests are 50 M/C and possibly T/F questions. You will need answer sheets ( #2052 – light brown, 
narrow) and #2 pencils with erasers that actually erase without leaving smudges 
Grade Calculation 
Grade Scale: 
              90-100    A 
              80-89      B 
              70-79      C 
              60-69      D 
              below 60 F  
 
I do not use plus/ minus grades or automatically “round up” numerically ( a 79.9 is a C!!!!!). 
Please don’t ask me to round up your grade.  
 
Add your 3 test grades together and divide by 3 then add any extra credit = that is your grade. I 
only calculate grades once at the end of the semester, but it is very simple for you to do it on your 
own during the term. 
 
*    Plagiarism of any kind will result in a failing grade for this course.  
 
 
*    Cell phones and all other electronic devices must be turned off during class. If your phone 
rings, you will stand up and apologize to the entire class for your “thoughtless” behavior OR you 
will required lead the class in a chorus round of singing “Row, Row, Row Your Boat” ( the class 
will join in and we’ll go a few rounds!) or other options I may choose to use – like answering the 
call and quacking like a duck to you caller without saying another word.  
 
* The use of laptop computers is not allowed ( too much past abuse) 







    
           
This syllabus and all other class requirements may be changed at any time by your Instructor.     
 
Please place this and any attachments in your notebook and do not lose it. 
Thanks   
 
“It is of the greatest importance in a republic not only to guard against the oppression of its                      
rulers, but to guard one part of society against the injustice of the other part” 
 
              Alexander Hamilton   
 


 
“The best argument against democracy is found in talking to the average voter for five minutes” 
 
                                                Winston Churchill 
  


“Never be afraid to raise your voice for honesty and truth and compassion against injustice and 
lying and greed.  If people all over the world, in thousands of rooms like this one, would do this, it 


would change the earth.” 
 
    William Faulkner 
 
 


 
 


  








 
 
 
 


CPO 3104 Politics of Western Europe 
Summer 2015 


 
Contact Information: 
Instructor 
 


Dr. Barbara Sgouraki Kinsey 


Office 
 


Orlando: Phillips Hall, Rm 311H 
 
Cocoa: Brevard Campus, Building 3, Suite 222, 
Room 225; 
 


Office Hours Orlando: Tuesday 10:00 AM – Noon;  
Thursday 11 AM – 1:00 PM; or by appointment 
 
Cocoa: By appointment only 
 


Phone 
Fax 


321-433-7962 
407-433-2608 


Email 
 


barbara.kinsey@ucf.edu 


Main Political Science Office 
 


407-823-2608 


 
 
 


Course Description: 
 
This course provides an introduction to European politics.  We examine the 
evolution, structures and operation of representative institutions across European 
countries and focus on particular themes, such as political parties, elections, and 
governments, rather than particular countries.  We discuss the implications of 
different political institutions for different political and policy outcomes.  
The European Union has been a major feature of the domestic politics of most 
European states.  We examine the institutions and policies of the European 
Union, and the effects of the EU on the politics of member states.  We address 
the controversies surrounding membership in the EU in general, and the politics 
of inclusion of countries of Eastern Europe. 
 
 
 
 
 



mailto:barbara.kinsey@ucf.edu





 
 


Course Objectives: 
 
By the end of the course you will: 


 Have good knowledge of the structure and operation of European 
representative institutions 


 Have good knowledge of the structure of European Union institutions and 
European Union policies 


 Have good knowledge of the implications of different institutions for 
political and policy outcomes 


 Use your knowledge on institutions and their implications to think 
analytically on current European politics 


 Use your knowledge on institutions and their implications to think critically 
on political and policy issues in European democracies 


 
 


Required textbooks: 


Markus M.L. Crepaz and Jurg Steiner. 2012. European Democracies. 8th  
Edition. Longman 


John McCormick and Jonathan Olsen. 2014. The European Union: Politics 
and Policies.  5th Edition.  Westview Press.  


 
Evaluation Procedures 


 


Grade Categories Requirement Grade Weight 


Module One  5% 


Modules Four Modules (2, 3, 4, 5) 40% 


Quizzes Two Quizzes (8 & 9) 15% 


Library Assignment One Assessment 10% 


Research Paper See Module 6 30% 


 
 


 Grading information on the specific assignment will be provided in the 
assignment itself. 


 To complete the course you ought to complete all assignments.  


 The following plus/minus grading system will apply in this course. 
A = 93+, A- = 90-92, B+ = 88-89, B = 83-87, B- = 80-82, C+ = 78-79,  
C = 73-77, C- = 70-72, D+ = 68-69, D = 63-67, D- = 60-62,  
F= 59 or below. 
 
 







 
 
 
 
 


Recording Academic Activity Policy 
 
As of Fall 2014, all faculty members are required to document students' 
academic activity at the beginning of each course. In order to document that you 
began this course, please complete the assignments for Module One by the 
end of the first week of classes, or as soon as possible after adding the course, 
but no later than May 22. Failure to do so will result in a delay in the 
disbursement of your financial aid. 


Missed Assignments/Make-Ups/Extra Credit 


To submit late work the student will have to obtain the instructor’s permission first 
and prior to the date the work is due.  There will be a penalty of one letter grade for 
all late work (except for cases involving overriding and well documented personal 
circumstances).  The work should be submitted in the week following the deadline 
for the work. 
 
There will be no extra credit for this course.  


 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 







 
 
 
Class Schedule Summer 2015 


 


Week Topic Assignments 
 


May 18 Getting Started “Learning online”    
 
see Module 1 
 
Due: May 22, 11 PM 
 


May 25 
 


Political Parties 
 
 
Parliaments: How They 
are Elected and How 
They Work 
 
 
 


European Democracies: 
Chapters 2 & 3 
 
See Module 2: 
 


 Quiz 2 (Chapter 2) 


 Quiz 3 (Chapter 3) 


 On-line discussion 
 


Due: May 29, 11 PM 
 


June 1 Cabinet Formation and 
Heads of State 
 
 
Courts 
 
Federalism and 
Referenda 
 


European Democracies: 
Chapters 4, 5 & 6 
 
See Module 3: 
 


 Quiz 4 (Chapter 4) 


 Quiz 5 (Chapters  
5 & 6) 


 
Due:  June 5, 11 PM 
 


June 8 The State and Economic 
Interest Groups 
 
Policy Outcomes 


European Democracies: 
Chapters 9 & 10 
 
See Module 4: 
 


 Quiz 6 (Chapters 9 
& 10) 


 On-line discussion 
 
Due: June 12, 11 PM 







June 15 European Integration 
Origins  
 
The Way to the Single 
Market 
 
Consolidation and Crisis 
 
 
 


The European Union: 
Introduction,  
Chapters 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
See Module 5: 
 


 Quiz 7 (Chapters 
1, 2, 3, 4) 


 On-line discussion 
 
Due: June 19, 11 PM 
 


June 22 EU Institutions 
Commission 
The Council of the EU 
Parliament 
Court of Justice 


The European Union: 
Chapters 5, 6, 7, 8 
 
Quiz 8 (Chapters 5, 6, 7, 
8) 
 
Due: June 26, 11 PM 
 


June 29 
 


EU Policy 
Public Policy 
Economic Policy & 
the Euro 
 
 
 


The European Union: 
Chapters 11, 12 
 
Quiz 9 (Chapters 11, 12) 
 
Due: July 6, 11 PM 
 
 


July 6 EU Policy  
 
Managing Resources 
Cohesion Policy 
 


The European Union: 
Chapters  13, 14 
 
See Module 6 


 5-6 page research 
paper 
 


Library Assignment  
(Due July 10, 11 PM) 
 


July 13 Research Paper 
 


Due July 17, 11 PM 


 








Syllabus POT 4305 
Summer 2015 


 


Instructor Contact 


Instructor  Dr. Barbara Sgouraki Kinsey 


Office  
Orlando: Phillips Hall, 311H 
Cocoa: Building 3, Suite 222, Rm 225 


Office 
Hours 


Orlando: Tuesday 10:00 AM – Noon; Thursday 11 AM – 1:00 PM; or by 
appointment 
Cocoa: By appointment only 


Phone  
Orlando: (407) 823-2608 
Cocoa:  (321) 433-7962 


E-mail  Barbara.kinsey@ucf.edu 


 


Course Information 


Course Name  The State, Society, and the Individual 


Course ID & Section POT 4305 – DW59 


Credit Hours  3 


Semester/Year  Summer 2015 


Location Web 


 


Course Description 


This course addresses the question of how people can develop political and economic 
institutions that best serve their interests.  The focus of the course is an examination of 
the institutions of capitalism and democracy as the means of organizing, respectively, 
an economy and a polity.  We will look at arguments in favor of these institutions, as 
well as arguments on their limitations.  Primary emphasis is on works of the 19th and 
20th centuries that have had a major impact on the way we think about the individual 
and society. 
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Course Objectives 


By the end of the course you will: 


 Be familiar with contributions the authors we cover in this course make to 
democratic and economic theory 


 Develop a better understanding of the relationship between democracy and 
capitalism 


 Develop a better understanding of the principles and mechanism of democracy and 
capitalism 


 Develop a better understanding of the implications of the institutions of democracy 
and capitalism for the individual 


 Analyze critically certain aspects of democratic and economic theory 
 Analyze critically current social issues 


Required Texts & Additional Course Readings 


 R.L. Heilbroner, The Worldly Philosophers, Touchstone (0-684-862149) 
 J.S. Mill, On Liberty, Hackett Publishing Company (0-915144-43-3) 
 Herbert Marcuse, An Essay on Liberation, Beacon Press (0-8070-0595-9) 
 M. Olson, The Logic of Collective Action, Harvard University Press (0-674-53751-3) 
 R. Axelrod, The Evolution of Cooperation, Basic Books (0-465-02121-2) 


The remaining readings will be found either on the web (see Links in Course Content) 
or/and in the Modules.   Additional course materials may be distributed to class via the 
modules or electronically.   
 


Recording Academic Activity Policy 
 
As of Fall 2014, all faculty members are required to document students' academic 
activity at the beginning of each course. In order to document that you began this 
course, please complete the assignments for Module One by the end of the first 
week of classes, or as soon as possible after adding the course, but no later than May 
22. Failure to do so will result in a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid. 


Missed Assignments/Make-Ups/Extra Credit 


To submit late work the student will have to obtain the instructor’s permission first and prior 
to the date the work is due.  There will be a penalty of one letter grade for all late work 
(except for cases involving overriding and well documented personal circumstances).  Work 
should be submitted the week following the deadline for this work. 
 
There will be no extra credit for this course.  


 







Evaluation and Grading 


 


Assignments  Percentage of Grade  


Module 1  10% 


Modules 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, & 8  80% 


Module 9 10% 


Total  100%  


The grading system is as follows: 


Letter Grade  Points  


A  93 – 100 points  


A-  90 – 92 points  


B+  87 – 89 points  


B  83 – 86 points  


B-  80 – 82 points  


C+  77 – 79 points  


C  73 – 76 points  


C-  70 – 72 points  


D+  67 – 69 points  


D  63 – 66 points  


D-  60 – 62 points  


F  59 and below  


 


 


 


 


 







Academic Honesty 


Plagiarism and Cheating of any kind on an examination, quiz, or assignment will result 
at least in an "F" for that assignment (and may, depending on the severity of the case, 
lead to an "F" for the entire course) and may be subject to appropriate referral to the 
Office of Student Conduct for further action. See the UCF Golden Rule for further 
information. I will assume for this course that you will adhere to the academic creed of 
this University and will maintain the highest standards of academic integrity. In other 
words, don't cheat by giving answers to others or taking them from anyone else. I will 
also adhere to the highest standards of academic integrity, so please do not ask me to 
change (or expect me to change) your grade illegitimately or to bend or break rules for 
one person that will not apply to everyone. 


Disability Statement 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations 
for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon 
request. Students with disabilities who need accommodations in this course must be 
registered with Student Disability Services, Student Resource Center Room 132, phone 
(407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116. 


Copyright 


This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, 
images, text materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use 
doctrine in order to enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, 
download or distribute these items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for 
this online classroom environment and your use only. All copyright materials are 
credited to the copyright holder. 


Third-Party Software and FERPA 


During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or 
software applications sometimes called third-party software such as a blog or wiki. 
While some of these could be required assignments, you need not make any personally 
identifying information on a public site. Do not post or provide any private information 
about yourself or your classmates. Where appropriate you may use a pseudonym or 
nickname. Some written assignments posted publicly may require personal 
reflection/comments, but the assignments will not require you to disclose any personally 
identity-sensitive information. If you have any concerns about this, please contact your 
instructor. 
 



http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://www.sds.ucf.edu/





 


Schedule POT 4305 – Summer 2015 
 


Week/Dates Topic & Reading Assignments 
Due 


Dates  


Week 1 
May 18 


Getting Started 
 
Gabriel A. Almond, “Capitalism and 
Democracy” 
 
 


Module 1  May 22,  
11 PM 


Week 2 
May 25 


Adam Smith 
 
R.L. Heilbroner, “The Wonderful 
World of Adam Smith” 
 
The Wealth of Nations:  Book 1, 
chapters 1,2,8; Book 5, chapter 1  
 
 


Module 2 May 29, 
11 PM 


Week 3 
June 1 
 


John Stuart Mill 
On Liberty 
 


Module 3 June 5 
11 PM 


Week 4 
June 8 
 


Alexis de Tocqueville 
 
Democracy in America,  
Volume 1: chapter 5; Volume 2, part 
1: chapters 2,5,10; Part 2: chapters 
5,7-10; Part 3: chapter 1; Part 4: 
chapter 6 
 


Module 4 June 12, 
11 PM 


Week 5 
June 15 


Karl Marx 
 
“Estranged Labour” in Economic and 
Philosophical Manuscripts of 1844: 
Selections.   
 
R.L Heilbroner, “The Inexorable 
System of Karl Marx” 
 
 


Module 5 June 19,  
11 PM 







Week 6 
June 22 


J.M. Keynes 
 
R.L. Heilbroner, “The Heresies of 
John Maynard Keynes” 
 
“The General Theory of 
Employment” in Collected Works, 
volume 14, pp. 109-123. 
 
 


Module 6 June 26,  
11 PM 


Week 7 
June 29 
 


H. Marcuse 
An Essay on Liberation, 
Introduction, chapters 1,3,4 
 


Module 7 July 6, 
11 PM 


Week 8 
July 6 
 


M. Olson 
The Logic of Collective Action, 
Chapters 1-5 
 


Module 8 July 10, 
11 PM 


Week 9 
July 13 
 


R. Axelrod 
The Evolution of Cooperation 
 
 


Module 9 July 17, 
11 PM 


 


Note: All dates and times are subject to change by Dr. Kinsey. Be informed and 
routinely check the Schedule and class Announcements for any changes or updates. 
 
 


 








CPO3034 - Politics of Developing Areas 
Anca Turcu  


 


Politics of Developing Areas  
Summer 2015  


Course Information 


Course Name Politics of Developing Areas 


Course ID & Section CPO 3034 DW 59 


Credit Hours 3 


Semester/Year Summer 2015 


Location World Wide Web 


Instructor Contact 


Instructor Dr. Anca Turcu 


Office Online Canvas Conference 


Office Hours  
Thursdays 2:00-4:00 PM EST via Canvas conference chat. If you have a 
scheduling conflict and cannot be online during office hours, feel free to e-
mail me and we can make arrangements for an online discussion at a 
different time. 


E-mail 


 Anca.Turcu@ucf.edu 
 You may also e-mail me by using the Canvas e-mail/ messages system. I 


will use that system to send out updates, important messages or 
announcements. If you e-mail me, I will do my best to get back to you 
quickly, but I may take up to 48 hours to respond. Also, please note that I 
do not answer e-mails after business hours or during weekends. At the 
same time, I can only discuss your grades by using Canvas e-mail, but not 
via UCF or Knights e-mail. 



mailto:Anca.Turcu@ucf.edu?subject=CPO3034





Academic and 
Content 
Related 


Questions 


If you have questions about the academic material or class content, do not 
hesitate to contact me! Questions, feedback or comments are all welcome. 
For technical questions please contact Canvas web support. 


Course Description 


This class explores the realities and major characteristics of developing areas, while 
providing an in-depth analysis of causes and consequences of different levels of 
development around the Globe. 


Course Objectives 


On completing this course students will be able to: 


1. Describe the economic, political and institutional factors that cause uneven global 
development. 


2. Analyze the impact of globalization on current economic growth trends of developing 
countries. 


3. Discuss the link between colonialism and underdevelopment. 
4. Comprehend the contemporary debate over programs aimed at attaining sustainable 


development through investment rather than aid. 


Course Materials 


Required Texts  


• Politics and Culture in the Developing World, by Payne, Richard and Jamal Nassar; 
Longman-Pearson, 5th Edition 


• Developing World Annual Editions 2013/2014, by Griffiths, Robert J.; McGraw Hill, 
20th Edition  


Note: Political Science is a very dynamic subject matter. Due to ongoing elections and 
unfolding events, material we study is time sensitive and has to be constantly updated with 
the latest developments. This is why it is imperative that students use the textbook editions 
indicated above. Older editions will not provide the most up to date information and might 
negatively affect your answers and your grades. 


Other Materials: Documentaries and Clips 


For several modules in this class, you will be asked to watch documentaries, clips and other 
multimedia materials. Some of these clips will be available for free online via YouTube, 
PBS.org, TEDTalks and other sources. For others, you might have to use a "Netflix" 
subscription. I will provide details about these video materials in each individual module and 
provide you with links or a clear indication where you can find the material. Not viewing 







these clips is not an option, since they are a central part of the class and quizzes and the 
final assignment will draw on these materials quite extensively .  


Academic Calendar 


Week  Date  Module  Topic(s)  Readings  


Week 
1  


05/18-25  Module 0 
AND 


 Module 1 


 Introduction and class overview 
AND 


 Government, Politics and Culture 


 Syllabus and Introductory 
Materials 


 P& N Ch. 1;  


Week 
2  


05/25- 
06/01 


Module 2  Global Interdependence  P& N Ch. 2; Griffiths 14, 
24, 26 


Week 
3  


06/01- 08 Module 3  Religion and Politics  P& N Ch. 3; Griffiths: 33  


Week 
4  


06/08- 15 Module 4   Nationalism, Colonialism & 
Independence; 


 Global and Domestic Inequalities 


P& N Ch.4, 5; Griffiths: 8, 
17  


Week 
5  


06/15-22 Module 5   Challenges of Development P& N Ch. 6; Griffiths: 1, 2  


Week 
6  


06/22-29 Module 6   Costs of Development P& N Ch. 7; Griffiths: 43, 
44  


Week 
7  


06/29- 
07/06 


Module 7  •  Women in the Developing World 
•  Transitions to Democracy and 
Human Rights 


P& N Ch. 8, 9; Griffiths: 
46  


Week 
8  


07/06-13 Module 8   Political Leadership and State 
Capacity 


 Ethnicity, Ethnic Conflict and 
Conflict Resolution 


P& N Ch. 10, 11; Griffiths: 
18, 19, 23  


Week 
9  


07/13-20 Module 9  •  Migration 
•  Foreign Relations of the 
Developing Countries 


P& N Ch. 12, 13  


Due Dates 


Weekly Assignments 


Due every week by Monday evening, at 11.59 PM, EST; with the exception of the  
assignment for week 1, which is due at the same time as the assignment for week 2, 
on June 1st. 







Final Paper: 
Final Paper requirements will be posted on the class website on 07/06, and will be 
due on Friday, 7/17 at 11:59 PM. See below for submission details. 


Course Requirements 


Weekly Assignments 


Weekly assignments will test your knowledge of material from weekly 
modules, readings and clips or documentaries.  


For weekly assignments you will have the choice between taking a quiz 
(20 multiple choice questions, 20 minutes) OR completing a written 
assignment every week.  


Please only complete one of the two assignments. If you complete both, 
only the quiz will be graded. Make sure that you only click the “quiz” 
tab if you have chosen to take the quiz that week. Clicking the tab to 
only look at quiz questions is not allowed. Once you click on that 
tab, the system will give you a grade for that quiz, even if you have 
only been on that page for only a couple of seconds. In that case, the 
quiz grade will be the only one to count for that week, even if you 
submit a written paper for that week. So please, no ‘peeking’ at 
quizzes! Click the quiz tab only if you have committed to the quiz 
and you are ready to complete it. You will have to answer twenty 
multiple choice or true/ false questions at 5 points each, for 100 points 
total.  


The alternative will be a written assignment which you can read prior to 
submission and which will be made up of some short questions about the 
topic of the week and other instructions. 


I am aware that some students do better with quizzes than written 
answers, or vice versa. This is why I am giving you the choice. But, I 
encourage you to try each one of the two at least once during the 
semester (not both during the same week!). Even if you do not like 
writing, I encourage you to complete at least one weekly written 
assignment, so that you know what to expect and how to go about 
answering a written assignment, given that the final will be very similar to 
such written assignments.  


If you complete all nine weekly assignments, your lowest assignment 
score will be dropped at the end of class, leaving you with eight 
assignments worth 7.5% of your grade each. That is, eight assignments 
will make up 60% of your final grade. If you miss an assignment, or fail to 
submit it on time, you will automatically be assigned a grade of 0 for that 
assignment. Assignments will be available, with the rest of the content for 
each module, on the Monday of each week. Assignments will close each 







week by Monday evening of the following week, at 11.59 PM EST and 
may be completed only once. Please avoid last minute submissions in 
order to avoid technical difficulties.  


The last weekly assignment for the class will be due on 07/20/ 2015 and 
will open a week before that. 


Final Paper 


You will have to complete a final paper that will cover numerous topics 
discussed in the various modules. The final paper assignment will be 
posted on the class website on 07/06 and you will have until 07/17 at 
11:59 PM to complete and submit your work. The final paper must be 
submitted through Canvas written submission, just like written 
assignments during the semester. This site is designed to help me identify 
plagiarism, so make sure to take all necessary measures needed to avoid 
plagiarism. If you are not sure what constitutes plagiarism and how to 
avoid it, take this UCF library tutorial: 
http://infolit.ucf.edu/students/modules/#article116 Students who plagiarize 
will receive and automatic FZ grade for the entire class. Please allow for 
plenty of time to complete the assignment, so that you avoid last minute 
submissions and the technical difficulties that sometimes accompany 
them. Assignments submitted late will be penalized by 10 points/24 hours, 
up to (but no later than) 72 hours post due date, including weekend days.  


Missed Assignments/Make-Ups 


No extensions will be granted if you fail to submit your work due to 
technical difficulties. Should you encounter technical problems, please 
contact Canvas web support. I cannot help you with technical issues. 
Also, please keep in mind that you are solely responsible if you fail to 
submit a quiz or an assignment due to technical difficulties, save for a 
major natural disaster (i.e. a hurricane). In the event of a hurricane, which 
causes power outages and evacuations, do not panic about your online 
assignments. Your safety and that of your family is your first priority. 
When power is restored, contact me. I will work with individual students to 
determine the best course of action. Remember, your professor could be 
experiencing the same or similar problems in the event of a hurricane! 
Other circumstances, which may be considered "unavoidable", include 
medical emergencies. Pertinent documentation, deemed acceptable by 
the professor, will be required for any delayed assignment. If you miss an 
assignment due to illness, e-mail me (scan) an official notification form a 
doctor or hospital at the latest a week after due date, in order to be 
allowed to make up missed work. 


 



http://infolit.ucf.edu/students/modules/





Evaluation and Grading 


Assignment Percentage of Grade 


Weekly Assignments (8) 60 


Final Paper 40 


Total 100 


Grading Scale 


Letter Grade Points 


A 93 – 100 


A- 90 – 92 


B+ 87 – 89 


B 83 – 86 


B- 80 – 82 


C+ 77 – 79 


C 73 – 76 


C- 70 – 72 


D+ 67 – 69 


D 63 – 66 


D- 60 – 62 


F 59 and below 







 


Grading Formula 


(final paper *.40) + [(sum of eight highest scoring weekly assignments/8) 
*.60]= final grade 


Attendance Policy 


This course is web-based, fully online and considered a "W" course. 
Students are expected to fully participate in all online activities and to 
complete all assignments by the due dates. 


Participation and a timely completion of work and assignments are both 
considered similar to attendance in a face-to-face class. Assignments that 
are not turned into Canvas by the due date, will receive 0 points. 


Academic Honesty 


Students must demonstrate a high level of responsibility and academic 
honesty. Because the value of an academic degree depends upon the 
absolute integrity of the work done by the student for that degree, it is 
imperative that a student demonstrate a high standard of individual honor 
in his or her scholastic work. 


Scholastic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, statements, acts or 
omissions related to applications for enrollment or the award of a degree, 
and/or the submission as one’s own work or material that is not one’s 
own. As a general rule, scholastic dishonesty involves one of the following 
acts: cheating, plagiarism, self-plagiarism, collusion and/or falsifying 
academic records. 


If you are not sure what constitutes plagiarism and how to avoid it, take 
the UCF library tutorial. 


Students who cheat, plagiarize, falsify records or practice any other form 
of academic dishonesty will receive an automatic FZ grade for the class. 


Disability Statement 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable 
accommodations for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available 
in alternate formats upon request. Students with disabilities who need 
accommodations in this course must contact the professor at the 
beginning of the semester to discuss needed accommodations. No 
accommodations will be provided until the student has contacted Student 







Disabilities Services, and the professor, in order to request 
accommodations. Students who need accommodations must be 
registered with Student Disability Services, Student Resource Center 
Room 132, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, 
before requesting accommodations from the professor. 


Copyright 


This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or 
video clips, images, text materials, etc. These items are being used with 
regard to the Fair Use doctrine in order to enhance the learning 
environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, download or distribute these 
items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for this online 
classroom environment and your use only. All copyright materials are 
credited to the copyright holder. 


Third-Party Software and FERPA 


During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online 
services and/or software applications sometimes called third-party 
software such as a blog or wiki. While some of these could be required 
assignments, you need not make any personally identifying information 
on a public site. Do not post or provide any private information about 
yourself or your classmates. Where appropriate you may use a 
pseudonym or nickname. Some written assignments posted publicly may 
require personal reflection/comments, but the assignments will not require 
you to disclose any personally identity-sensitive information. If you have 
any concerns about this, please contact your instructor. 


Religious Holidays 


The University of Central Florida welcomes diversity of religious beliefs 
and practices, recognizing the contributions differing experiences and 
viewpoints can bring to the community. There may be times when an 
academic or work requirement conflicts with religious observances and 
practices. If that happens, students may request reasonable 
accommodation of their religious practices. In all cases, you must put your 
request in writing and present it to the instructor at the beginning of the 
semester. The instructor or supervisor will review the situation in an effort 
to provide a reasonable accommodation when possible to do so without 
fundamentally altering a course or creating an undue burden for the 
department. 


E-mail Protocols 







E-mail will be an integral part of this course. Make sure you: Check your 
e-mail at least once every 48 hours during regular business hours (more 
often is better). 


Be patient. Don’t expect an immediate response when you send a 
message. Generally, two days is considered reasonable amount of time to 
receive a reply. Please not that your professor only checks and answers 
to e-mails during regular business hours. 


Include “Subject” headings: use something that is descriptive and refer to 
a particular assignment or topic. 


Be courteous and considerate. Being honest and expressing yourself 
freely is very important, but being considerate of others online is just as 
important as in the classroom. 


Make every effort to be clear. Online communication lacks the nonverbal 
cues that fill in much of the meaning in face-to-face communication. 


Do not use all caps. This makes the message very hard to read and is 
considered “shouting.” Check spelling, grammar, and punctuation (you 
may want to compose in a word processor, then cut and paste the 
message into the discussion or e-mail). 


Break up large blocks of text into paragraphs and use a space between 
paragraphs. 


Sign your e-mail messages. 


Never assume that your e-mail can be read by no one except yourself; 
others may be able to read or access your mail. Never send or keep 
anything that you would mind seeing on the evening news. 


Disclaimer 


Please note that the academic calendar, policies, procedures and 
assignments listed in this syllabus are subject to change at the discretion 
of the professor.  
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INR 2002 


INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS: THEORY AND PRACTICE 


 


Dr. Robert L. Bledsoe     OFFICE: Phillips Hall 302”N” 


10:00-11:50 MTWR     HOURS: 8:45-9:45MTWR 


VAB 113      or by appointment 


robert.bledsoe@ucf.edu  


drbled@aol.com          


       


 


Course Outline 


 


1. Course Objectives.  This one semester course is designed to: 


 (1)  introduce you to the international system 


 (2)  learn how the system evolved 


(3)  become aware of the varying perspectives one can have on selected global 


issues 


 (4)  think critically about the impact of varying perspectives upon the human 


 condition. 


  


 The primary purpose of the course is to provide the basic tools for you to better 


understand the world in which we live and critical issues that impact its evolution. 


 


2. Course Requirements.  The course will consist of a series of lectures focusing  


upon the topics and issues outlined in Section 5.  You are encouraged to ask questions, 


inject personal observations, and challenge the assertions of the professor.  Attend all 


class meetings.  While no formal record of attendance is kept, you will find that failure to 


attend class will soon be reflected in your course performance, as lecture material will 


often not be found in your reading assignments.  Read and master the material in the 


assignments.  These are found in the textbook for the course: 


 


 Steven Lamy et al., Introduction to Global Politics. 3rd ed. Oxford U.  Press. 2015 


 


This is the only textbook required for the course.  Reading the assignments and keeping 


up with the lectures is your responsibility.  No specific pages of reading will be given 


from one lecture to another.  Pace yourself according to the topics under consideration 


during lecture periods. 


 


3. Examinations.  There will be four (4) examinations during the course, in which 


you will draw upon the materials in the chapters plus lectures.   Each exam will cover that 


portion of the material outlined in Section 5 and the format for the exams will consist of a 


series of short answer questions dealing with concepts, theories, principles, and issues.  


Exams are tentatively scheduled as follows and will be held at the normal class time and 


meeting place: 


 


   (1)  Wednesday, July 8 







 (2)  Monday, July 20 


 (3)  Wednesday, July 29 


 (4)  Thursday, August 6  


  


Attendance at exams is mandatory.  There are no makeup exams.  In addition, after 


the first person has turned in their exam and left the room, no one who is tardy and 


arrives after that time will be allowed to take the exam.  They will have missed the 


test.  Once an exam has begun, no one is allowed to leave the classroom for any reason 


(so be prepared ahead of time to remain for the entire class period when exams begin). 


 


4. Grades.  There are four (4) possible exam grades for the course plus two short 


debate papers: 


 


  Exams   (4 x 30%) =  120% 


  Debate topics  (2 x 5%)   =  10% 


   


   


Each student must have three (3) exam grades to equal 90% of the course plus the two 


debate short papers for 10% to total 100%.  Thus, you can take all four exams and drop 


your lowest grade or you can skip an exam.  Everyone will do the two short debate papers 


to be included in their final grade.  


 


Letter grades:  90-100 = A  (Note: there will be no +/- grades) 


   80-89   = B 


   70-79   = C 


   60-69   = D 


   < 60     = F 


 


5. Assignments.  (Chapters in Lamy) 


     


 I. Introduction to and Evolution of the   Chptrs 1-2  


   International System 


 II. Ways to View the International System  Chptr 3 


 


---First midterm Wednesday, July 8--- 


 


 


III. Ways to View the International System  Chptr 4 


IV. Foreign Policy Decision Making   Chptr 5 


V. Security Issues     Chptr 8 


 


---Second midterm Monday, July 20--- 


 


Note: withdrawal deadline is Thursday, July 23 


 


VI. Terrorism      Chptr 9 







 VII. Globalization      Chptrs 11-12  


 


---Third midterm Wednesday, July 29--- 


 


 VIII. Development      Chptr 13  


 IX. Environment      Chptr 14 


 


   ---Fourth midterm Thursday, August 6--- 


  


WELCOME TO INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND MAY 


YOU HAVE A SUCCESSFUL SUMMER SEMESTER 


 


Some Ground Rules: 
 


(1) For those in the classroom 


  no food or drinks (water is ok) 


  no smoking 


  turn off beepers, pagers, cell phones, etc. 


  if you are late, please come in anyway but try not to be disruptive when  


   entering the room 


  tape recorders and laptops are permitted but not encouraged 


 


(2) Communications 


  feel free to email me 


office – robert.bledsoe@ucf.edu  (note that this is a public domain, 


so if you have a matter you do not wish to be made public, use our 


Canvas online Web Course if you wish to preserve confidentiality) 


   home – drbled@aol.com 


  call me at the office but not at home 


   Main campus (407) 823-2608 


see me during office hours or by appointment (see telephone 


number above) 


(3) Exams 


if you are late on exam day and a student has already turned in their exam          


and departed before you arrive, you are too late and I will not let you take 


the exam 


final grades are only posted on myGrades and will not be given out over 


the telephone nor by the Department staff.  I will be happy to let you know 


your final exam score, course average, and course grade plus any materials 


that you wish returned if you provide me ahead of time a stamped, 


addressed envelop (large if you want any course materials returned).  


Midterm exam grades will not be posted on myGrades, only the final 


course grade. 


NOTE:  Syllabus is subject to change at the discretion of the 


Instructor 



mailto:robert.bledsoe@ucf.edu

mailto:drbled@aol.com






POS 3703 


Scope & Methods of Political Science 


Summer 2015 (Session D) 


 


Instructor  Dr. Jonathan Knuckey 


Office 


Office in Political Science Department:  Phillips Hall 302L 


 


Second office:  Lou Frey Institute, Orlando Tech Center, 12443 Research 
Parkway, 400 Building Suite, Suite 406 (easy parking and no parking 
permit needed!). To get to the Lou Frey Institute from the main campus 
take the #9 UCF Shuttle and get off at Stop #2. 


Office hours  By appointment 


Email 


 Use Inbox, which is the global communication function in Canvas. I will 
normally respond to all messages within 24 hours, Monday through 
Friday. 


 


  



http://ps220.community.uaf.edu/





Course  Overview 


The majority of political scientists have adopted a method for studying political questions that 
differs from the approach taken by journalists, historians, and political commentators. They 
have adopted the scientific method, to systematically test explanations of political phenomena. 
Much of the research in political science uses statistical tests to determine which explanations 
are best supported by the data.  This course, however, is not a statistics course and you will not 
be expected to learn and memorize scary looking mathematical formulas!  Indeed, we use 
statistics regularly in our lives without ever fearing statistics, as any sports fan would attest! It's 
just the same for political scientists, except rather than using statistics to help describe the 
performance of a football or baseball team we are using statistics to better help us describe and 
explain politics. 


This course will certainly help you understand the reading materials in many upper-level classes 
and equip you with the skills to research topics for term papers, to participate in the internship 
program and to design an honors thesis. Specifically the course will help you hone your skills in 
the following areas: 


 How the scientific method is applied to the social sciences;  
 How social science research is designed;  
 How data are collected; 
 How data are analyzed; 
 How presentations of research findings are interpreted.  


Thus, by the time you complete this course you will have developed critical thinking and 
analytic skills that you can also apply in a variety of career settings, and which are prized by 
many employers in both the public and private sectors. 


I know this will seem like an entirely different kind of course that you are used to.  Many good 
undergraduate courses require you to become knowledgeable about a field in political science, 
such as Comparative Politics, International Relations, The Presidency or Congress, etc, etc. In 
this course, we are not focused on a particular field, but are more interested in understanding 
the methods that political scientists in all fields use to understand and build knowledge about 
political phenomena.  Thus, rather than simply accepting the answers of "experts" to 
fundamental questions of politics across the different sub-fields, you will learn how to critically 
evaluate previous answers offered by others, and most importantly will become  a producer - 
not just a consumer - of research on politics. 


  


Requirements for a Web-Based Class 


This is a completely web-based class, and, consequently, requires a different approach in terms 
of requirements than a regular class.  Most obviously, we will not be meeting as a class where 







you are listening to lectures two or three times a week.  However, you should realize that a 
web-based class does not mean that you will be doing less work. Indeed, as those of you who 
have taken web-based classes before will attest, a completely on-line class will require that you 
take a much more active role in your education as compared to a regular face-to-face class. 


Generally I have found that students who do well in a web-based class are self-motivated and 
have usually received good grades (B or higher) in regular face-to-face classes.  A web-based 
class does, however, provide you with some flexibility in that you are not required to be in a 
classroom two or three times a week at a specific time. 


My general rule of thumb for any undergraduate college-level course is that you should devote 
2 to 3 hours of study per course credit hour per week. As this is a three credit hour class you 
should plan on devoting 6 to 9 hours per week to this class. This involves reading, taking notes, 
thinking about the material, asking me questions if needed and doing assignments. I know you 
have other commitments—other classes, jobs and life in general—and that you will not always 
be able to devote this time every week.  But managing your time is essential to doing well in 
any class, especially a web-based class, and especially one that takes place in a shorter summer 
session.  You will also find that much of the material in this class is about applying the material 
learned, rather than memorizing or looking things up.  Thus, to do well in the class you need to 
make an investment in it throughout the semester—not just the night before exams. 


   
Textbook 


  


This course will use a single text, which is available from the university bookstore. You will need 
to have purchased the book by the end of the first week of classes. 


 Michael K. LeRoy, Research Methods in Political Science: An Introduction  Using MicroCase. 8th 
Edition (see below). Older editions of the book will not be of any use to you for this class. 


 







If you buy a used copy of the textbook please be aware that the access code to download 
MicroCase might not work  Also used copies of the textbook may have missing worksheets for 
the MicroCase exercises.  You may have got the textbook as an eBook.  If that is the case then it 
will likely not come with MicroCase access code.  If you bought an eBook let me know 
immediately. 


The MicroCase program will run on Windows only.  If you are a Mac user you will need to have 
software installed  -- Boot Camp is one of the best programs -- so you can run Windows 
programs. MicroCase is also installed on the computers in the Political Science Lab in Phillips 
Hall.  Another option is Wineskin Winery which is an open source porting utility to convert 
Windows programs to Mac OS X. 


Please also note that if you have used another version of MicroCase (such as the one for 
Comparative Politics) you will need to install the version and data files that comes with the 
Research Methods book. 


   


Weekly Modules 


Requirements for each week of class will be detailed in modules that are accessed in Canvas. I 
strongly recommend printing out the requirements for each module and making sure you note 
due dates for assignments.  


I do not release all the modules at once in order to provide as much feedback as possible on 
quizzes and assignments.  If every module was released at once some students would invariably 
rush through several in a week, giving little time to provide feedback and hence facilitate 
understanding of the material.  I believe this approach best captures the pace of a regular 
course. 


Each module will provide an overview to each specific topic, direct you to the required reading, 
and outline specific tasks, quizzes and assignments.  These activities are designed to make sure 
that you have thought about the material covered in the module, and to provide practical 
applications of material you will have read in the textbook As well as including assignment 
instructions, the module overview will often contain some suggestions and tips for the 
assignments. 


Module assignment due dates: Due dates can be found in each module.  Modules will have 
multiple due dates, so it's a good idea to note these at the beginning of each week.  The time 
that any assignment, quiz or exam should be submitted on a particular day will always be 
5.00pm. 


  



http://wineskin.urgesoftware.com/tiki-index.php?page=Downloads





 Start of Semester Meetings with Students 


Each student should schedule a brief meeting with me at the start of the semester. Use the 
Scheduler function in Canvas to sign-up for a day and time. 


   


Office Hours 


I will hold regular office hours on Wednesday and Thursday, 9.00am-11.00am (Phillips Hall 
302L). You don't need to make an appointment for these times. I will be in my office during 
these times unless you are notified to the contrary.  


I am also happy to meet on other days or times by appointment either in my office in the 
Political Science department or my second office at the Lou Frey Institute in the Research Park 
(easy parking and no parking permit needed!). To get to the Lou Frey Institute from the main 
campus take the #9 UCF Shuttle and get off at Stop #2. 


I am also happy to talk via Skype.  My Skype name is jonathan.knuckey70. 


 


Exams 


There will be two exams given during the semester scheduled as follows: 


 Midterm exam: must be completed by Tuesday, June 16th (5.00pm) 
 Final exam: must be completed by Monday, July 20th (5.00pm) 


Exams will be taken in Canvas.  All exams will be available for a few days so you have some 
flexibility when you decide to take the exam. However, once you begin the exam, it must then 
be completed within the allotted time period.  I strongly recommend that you take the exam 
somewhere that you won't be distracted and that has reliable internet connection. If you know 
somewhere that is prone to internet connections being down then take the exam somewhere 
else. 


Exams will be a mixture of multiple choice and problem/solving analytical questions.  Guidelines 
on studying for each exam and sample questions will be posted about two weeks prior to each 
exam under "All Pages" in Canvas. While the exams are essentially like a take-home exam they 
are timed.  Furthermore, you will need to have understood and absorbed the material ahead of 
the exam.  So treat these exams like a regular exam that requires studying for ahead of time.  


  


  







Academic Honesty 


UCF faculty supports the UCF creed. Integrity – practicing and defending academic and personal 
honesty – is the first tenet of the UCF Creed. This is in part a reflection of the second tenet, 
Scholarship: “I will cherish and honor learning as a fundamental purpose of membership in the 
UCF community.” Course assignments and tests are designed to have educational value; the 
process of preparing for and completing these exercises will help improve your skills and 
knowledge. Material presented to satisfy course requirements is therefore expected to be the 
result of your own original scholarly efforts. 


Violations of student academic behavior standards are outlined in  The Golden Student Rule 
Handbook 


Academic Dishonesty is defined as follows: 


1. Cheating, whereby non-permissible written, visual or oral assistance including that obtained 
from another student is utilized on examinations, course assignments or projects, is prohibited. 
The unauthorized possession or use of examination or course related material shall also 
constitute cheating. 


  


2. Plagiarism, whereby another's work is deliberately used or appropriated without any 
indication of the source, thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the 
student’s own, is prohibited. Any student failing to properly credit ideas or materials taken from 
another has plagiarized. 


Please note that any student who has assisted another in any of the aforementioned breach of 
standards shall be considered equally culpable. 


Students who attempt to obtain unearned academic credentials that do not reflect their skills 
and knowledge can also undermine the value of the UCF degrees earned by their more honest 
peers. Any form of academic dishonesty will result in you automatically failing the class and 
referred to the University authorities. Also, please remember that those caught cheating will 
have a notation made in their University records that they have been found guilty of academic 
misconduct. This can and will keep you out of law school so do not be tempted to cheat in any 
way. 


  


Grades 


My philosophy of grading is decidedly against what is generally known as "competitive grading" 
or "grading on the curve." You are not competing against fellow students for grades in this 



http://http/www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu

http://http/www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu





class. You are competing against yourself at all times, hopefully pushing yourself to excel 
against my objective standards of what students should reasonably get out of this class. 


Average mastery of those standards is the baseline for an "average" grade of C. Do above-
average work, get a B. Do excellent work, get an A…. and so on. In any case, please understand 
that the points you earn toward a final grade will not be jerked around up or down to fit some 
predetermined grade curve. If everyone deserves an A, they’ll get it. If everyone flunks, they’ll 
all get an F and then, in all likelihood, I will leave the jurisdiction quickly under cover of night in 
heavy disguise and an assumed name! 


Your final grade will be weighted as follows: 


 Two exams, 50%; 


 Weekly on-line Modules, 50%  


There will be no extra credit or grading opportunities.  If you know you need a certain grade at 
the end of the semester, you know you need it at the beginning – go to work to earn it! Under 
no circumstances can or will a course grade be awarded on any basis other than those stated in 
the syllabus 


Grade boundaries are as follows: 


A, 93%+ 


A-, 90-92.9% 


B+, 87-89.9% 


B, 83-86.9% 


B-, 80-82.9% 


C+, 77-79.9% 


C, 73-76.9% 


C-, 70-72.9% 


D, 60-69.9% 


F, 59% and below. 







Students typically obsess about grades too late, often at the end of the semester. There is little 
that can be done at that point. So, if you think you are struggling in this class please come and 
talk to me as often as you like - never think you are being a pest! I cannot recall ever failing a 
student who early sought this kind of help. However, students who are struggling and delay 
assistance do fail. 


You will be able to access your grades in Canvas.  Please make sure that grades entered here 
are correct.  While every effort is made to ensure grades are correct, from time-to-time errors 
can occur (incorrectly add/subtract, miss points, and even fail to understand what a student 
wrote).  


A time limit of 1 week is imposed on all change of grade requests after the quiz or assignment 
grade has posted. This is sufficient time to identify any errors. After that prior grades will not be 
reviewed.  This is to bring the course grade to completion and to minimize "end of semester" 
opportunism. 


Grade grievance policies are outlined under the UCF Golden Rule. 


  


Make-up Exams and Incompletes 


The time and dates for all assignments and exams are fixed in krypton-coated granite encased 
in a hydrogen bomb-proof vault!  In other words, an extension on an assignment, or make-up 
exam will only be given in the most exceptional circumstances that are beyond the control of a 
student. 


At the top of the list of unacceptable excuses for late-work are those related to computer 
problems. I will generally not accept “My hard-drive crashed.... I accidentally deleted the file.... 
My internet connection is down....Etc....” These are the “dog ate my homework” excuses of the 
“Technology Age” and will not fly! It is your responsibility to secure ample time at a computer, 
make backups of your work, and generally plan ahead—do whatever it takes! 


From time to time the servers hosting Canvas at UCF have been known to go down.  If this 
happens UCF will normally post an announcement and if this coincides with the time when an 
assignment or exam is due, I will make alternative arrangements. 


I do not consider vacations or other trips out of town (other than when the student is away 
from campus representing an official university function) to be exceptional circumstances. Of 
course, this is an on-line class, so as long as you have reliable internet access being out of town 
does not really present a problem.  


Any student missing an assignments, exam or any other work because of observance of 
religious holidays shall be given an opportunity during that semester to make up missed work. 







The make-up will apply to the religious holiday absence only. It shall be the responsibility of the 
student to notify the instructor no later than the end of the first week of class of his or her 
intention to participate in religious holidays which do not fall on state holidays or periods of 
class recess. This policy shall not apply in the event that administering the test or examination 
at an alternate time would impose an unavoidable hardship on the instructor or the university. 


An incomplete standing will only   be granted if requested in writing to me (an email or phone 
call is not acceptable).  You must explain why you are requesting   an incomplete standing and 
include, where appropriate, documentation that must be original and verifiable. Such 
documentation must be on a letterhead, and contain a contact name and telephone 
number.  An incomplete will only be granted if you have a passing grade in the class. 


Remember an incomplete grade is only reserved for when you have missed an assignment or 
exam for a legitimate reason but are otherwise passing the class.  Incompletes are not given 
because you have achieved a low grade.  


  


Disability Statement 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all 
persons with disabilities.  This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request.  Students 
who need accommodations must be registered with Student Disability Services, Ferrell 
Commons Room 185, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone  (407) 823-2116, before 
requesting accommodations from the professor. 


  


Disclaimer 


I reserve the right to change, add or modify any part of the syllabus. Of course, advance notice 
will be given of any such changes. 


  


 








POS 3122W State Government 


Summer 2015 Syllabus 


Contact Information 


Instructor: Dr. Aubrey Jewett 


Office: Phillips Hall 302 E 


Office Hours: Online by e-mail or in person T or R 9:00 am to11:00 am. 


Phone: Political Science Main Office 407-823-2608; Direct Office Line 407-823-6030 


E-mail: aubrey.jewett@ucf.edu 


Course Description 


State Government examines politics in the American states focusing on foundations, 
institutions, processes and policy. We look at the demographic and economic 
environment of the states as well as state constitutions and the role of states in the 
federal system. We examine participation in state and local politics, the role of political 
parties and the conduct of state and local elections. We explore state institutions 
including the legislature, executive branch, bureaucracy, and courts. We also 
investigate the structure, function, governance and challenges facing local government 
in the US. Finally we analyze and evaluate state and local policy including criminal 
justice, land use, economic development, growth management, environment, civil rights, 
education, health, welfare and taxation. 


Goals 


1. Knowledge: Students will understand the political foundations, institutions, and 
processes of state government. 


2. Comparative Approach: Students will engage in the comparative analytical approach: 
examining political institutions and behaviors across states in order to identify and 
explain similarities and differences. 


3. Public Policy: Students will evaluate the role of state government in managing conflict 
over what values should be implemented as public policy in a variety of areas. 


4. Florida: Students will focus on Florida to see how and why politics and policy operate 
as they do in our own state contrasted to others. 







5. Diversity: Students will explore how diversity impacts state politics and policy 
focusing on contemporary minority American culture as defined by race, ethnicity, 
gender, social and economic class, age, sexual orientation and physical ability. 


6. Current Issues: Students will find, discuss, and express thoughtful opinions about 


current state politics and policy. 


Required Texts 


1. Thomas R. Dye and Susan A. MacManus, Politics in States and Communities, 15th 
ed. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson, 2015. (D&M) 


2. Bruce Stinebrickner, ed. Annual Editions: State and Local Government, 16th ed. New 
York: McGraw Hill. 2015. (SLG) 


                       


We will be using two books for this class and both are available new, used or for rent 
(and Politics in States and Communities as an e-book if you want instant access). They 
should both be available at the on campus and off campus book stores and online. If 
you wish to get your book from an online retailer here are some options (these are just 
suggestions – you may get your book wherever you like).  


For Politics in States and Communities: 


To buy directly from the publisher (Pearson) – either a new hard copy (currently 
$142.60) or rental access to the e-book ($55.99 currently) go to 
http://www.mypearsonstore.com/bookstore/politics-in-states-and-communities-
9780205994724?xid=PSED  



http://www.mypearsonstore.com/bookstore/politics-in-states-and-communities-9780205994724?xid=PSED

http://www.mypearsonstore.com/bookstore/politics-in-states-and-communities-9780205994724?xid=PSED





Amazon has options for new or used purchase or rent (currently $55.99) and a Kindle 
version (with free software to use Kindle on non-Kindle devices): 
http://www.amazon.com/Politics-States-Communities-15th-Edition/dp/0205994725  


Barnes and Noble has new ($130.36), used and rental (Just $38.49 for 90 days): 
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/politics-in-states-and-communities-thomas-r-
dye/1119330388?ean=9780205994724  


For Annual Editions State and Local Government: 


To buy directly from the publisher (McGraw Hill) – a new hard copy (currently $56.00) 
go to: http://shop.mheducation.com/highered/product.M1259175448.html  


You can also buy a custom e-version of the SLG for $42.00 from McGraw Hill: 
https://create.mheducation.com/shop/#/catalog/details/?isbn=9781308101651  


Amazon has new ($49.16) and used (from $38.00) for purchase: 
http://www.amazon.com/Annual-Editions-State-Local-Government/dp/1259175448  


Barnes and Noble has new ($48.66), used ($36.54) and rental (just 25.20 for 90 days): 
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/annual-editions-bruce-
stinebrickner/1119703436?ean=9781259175442&itm=1&usri=annual+editions+bruce+stinebrick
ner  


Evaluation 


8 Modules – 100% of your total grade. Each module consists of 2 graded activities: 
Chapter Quiz and Compare, Contrast, Update & Discuss. Each module will usually 
cover 2 chapters from the Dye and MacManus text (the last module has 3 chapters) and 
6-7 articles from the SLG reader. Since this course is over the Summer D term you will 
have about a week to do each module. 


Chapter Quiz – 40% of total grade. Each quiz will usually have 50 questions 
covering material from Dye and MacManus and from the SLG articles. You will normally 
have 60 minutes to take the quiz. You may take the quiz a second time to improve your 
score. If you pass the first quiz with at least a 60 or higher and choose to take the quiz a 
second time I will take the higher score of the two attempts as your grade for the quiz. If 
you score less than 60 on the first attempt and take the quiz a second time I will take 
the average of the two attempts as your grade for the quiz. You should read the 
chapters and articles and study before starting the quiz as you will not have time to look 
up every answer. All 8 quizzes count towards your final grade and except for 
extraordinary circumstances, no late quizzes will be accepted once the quiz closes. 


Compare, Contrast, Update & Discuss – 60% of total grade. I will put you in small 
groups for the online discussion based on your last name. Compare, Contrast, Update 
& Discuss will include several steps. First you will compare and contrast state or local 
governments by looking up information online and writing a 900-1200 word essay. Next 



http://www.amazon.com/Politics-States-Communities-15th-Edition/dp/0205994725

http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/politics-in-states-and-communities-thomas-r-dye/1119330388?ean=9780205994724

http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/politics-in-states-and-communities-thomas-r-dye/1119330388?ean=9780205994724

http://shop.mheducation.com/highered/product.M1259175448.html

https://create.mheducation.com/shop/#/catalog/details/?isbn=9781308101651

http://www.amazon.com/Annual-Editions-State-Local-Government/dp/1259175448

http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/annual-editions-bruce-stinebrickner/1119703436?ean=9781259175442&itm=1&usri=annual+editions+bruce+stinebrickner

http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/annual-editions-bruce-stinebrickner/1119703436?ean=9781259175442&itm=1&usri=annual+editions+bruce+stinebrickner

http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/annual-editions-bruce-stinebrickner/1119703436?ean=9781259175442&itm=1&usri=annual+editions+bruce+stinebrickner





you will update information from the readings by looking up and writing a 350-500 word 
current event. You will upload this paper (the compare and contrast and current event) 
using the assignment function and also paste it into your discussion group.  


Finally you must engage in discussion with your fellow classmates by responding 
to their comparisons and contrast and current event. The discussion will require a 
minimum of three postings each week: the initial posting of your paper and then at least 
two postings responding to your fellow students. You should attempt to engage in 
professional college level discussion with your classmates. Highest grades go to 
students who exceed my expectations for quantity and quality of their papers and their 
discussion with classmates. Two additional postings is the minimum to get a C on that 
part of the assignment. You will need 8 or more (depending on quality and length) 
additional postings to get the highest possible score on discussing with class mates. 


 To grade discussion I have developed a simple rubric (scoring guideline). Each 
compare, contrast, update and discuss is worth up to 100 points: 50 points are possible 
for comparing and contrasting, 30 points for the current event, and 20 points for 
discussing things with your classmates. In addition there will be a 10 point penalty for 
each day the initial posting is late. So 10 points off for one day late and 20 points off for 
two days late etc. until the module closes. Once the module closes you will not be able 
to post further and I will not accept your postings. 


Policies 


1. If you have questions about the course of a general nature do not e-mail me initially. 
Instead post your question in the Discussions section of the web site. Once in 
Discussions select the topic “Questions for Professor Jewett” and then click in the 
“Reply” box and type in your question and then hit “Post Reply.” You may have to wait 
up to 48 hours for a response but I am usually much quicker than that. You should 
review this section before asking your question as someone else may have already 
asked it. Of course if your problem is personal (grade related for instance) or involves 
not being able to get on the site (and hence unable to get to Discussions) feel free to e-
mail me at my normal e-mail address. 


2. If you would like to seek the help of fellow students go to Discussions and select the 
topic “Students Seeking Help from Students” and post your question as above. This can 
be a technical question about computer problems or a subject matter question. I will 
give extra credit to students who help others! 


3. Online courses require students to be self-motivated and do work on a regular basis 
without being reminded of assignments and due dates. The average student can expect 
to put in 12-15 hours a module on this course if they want to do well. You will be reading 
2 chapters from the main text and 6-7 articles from the reader each module. You can 
also expect that you will write 2000 words or more each module (counting initial 
postings and discussions with others) if you want to do well.  







4. Late assignments will not be accepted once a quiz, discussion or module closes (as 
mentioned above I will take your initial paper posting on discussion late with a 10 point 
per day penalty but once the module closes that will be it). Do not wait until the last 
minute to do assignments. Computer problems and Internet connection problems will 
happen. They are not acceptable excuses for missing due dates and deadlines. Due 
times for graded assignments are usually 11 pm Eastern Standard Time. I give a 59 
minute grace period until 11:59 pm before I start assessing the late penalty. 


5. I will drop your two lowest Compare, Contrast, Update & Discuss scores when I 
compute your final grade. Since I am not accepting late assignments after a module 
closes this will provide you a measure of protection should something happen that 
prevents you from writing a paper (computer glitch, illness, vacation etc.) or should you 
do poorly on a paper and want to improve. I will not drop any quiz scores, so you must 
do all 8 quizzes. 


6. I follow and enforce the UCF policies pertaining to academic honesty and integrity 
and expect professional student conduct. See the UCF policies established in the 
Golden Rule (http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/) if you are unfamiliar (particularly the 
section on Academic Conduct). 


7. Students registered with UCF Disability Services (http://sds.sdes.ucf.edu/) will be 
given accommodation as determined by UCF Disability Services. 


Grading Scale 


This class is on a 10 point grading scale with no plus minus grades. 


100-90 A (Outstanding or excellent work) 


89-80 B (Good, above average work) 


79-70 C (Average work) 


69-60 D (Below average, poor work) 


59-0 F (Unacceptable work or missed assignment) 


Assignment Due Dates 


Academic Engagement Assignment Required by the Federal Government: 


Pretest due by Friday 5/22 at 5pm. 


All faculty are required to document students' academic activity at the beginning of each 


course. In order to document that you began this course, please complete the following 


academic activity by the end of the first week of classes, or as soon as possible after 



http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://sds.sdes.ucf.edu/





adding the course, but no later than Friday May 22nd 5:00 pm EST. Failure to do so will 


result in a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid. 


Go to Quizzes and click on “Pretest” and then “Take the Quiz.” You have 1 hour to take 
the pretest. Please do not study beforehand or look up answers when taking the pretest 
– if you do not know the answer then just make your best guess. I want to get an honest 
assessment of how much you know about the course material before we get started. 
Once you answer all the questions hit “Submit Quiz.” 


Module 1 State Politics, Democracy and Constitutions: Quiz due by Monday  5/25 at 11 
pm; Initial discussion posting due by Tuesday 5/26 at 11 pm; additional postings due by, 
and module closes on, Thursday 5/28 11:00 pm 


PLEASE NOTE: JUST BECAUSE SOME DUE DATES MAY FALL OVER THE 
MEMORIAL DAY HOLIDAY DOES NOT MEAN YOU HAVE TO WAIT UNTIL THEN TO 
DO THE ASSIGNMENT! 


For Module 1 please read:  


D & M chapters 1 Politics in States and Communities and 2 Democracy and 
Constitutionalism in the States 


State and Local Gvt (SLG) articles 1 Federalist 17, 2 Federalist 45, 3 Nature of the 
American State, 15 The Progressive Tax Rebellion, 16 Portland Fluoride, 38 267 Years 
and Counting 


Module 2 Federalism and Participation in State Politics: Quiz due by Monday 6/1 at 11 
pm; Initial discussion posting due by Tuesday 6/2 at 11 pm; additional postings due by, 
and module closes on, Thursday 6/4 11:00 pm 


For Module 2 please read:  


D & M chapters 3 American Federalism and 4 Participation in State Politics  


SLG articles 6 Taking Stock, 7 The United States of America, 8 States vs Feds, 9 
Devolution and Arrogance, 10 Voting Matters, 13 The No-Tax Pledge,  


Module 3 State Parties, Campaigns and Legislatures: Quiz due by Monday 6/8 at 11 
pm; Initial discussion posting due by Tuesday 6/9 at 11 pm; additional postings due by, 
and module closes on, Thursday 6/11 11:00 pm 


For Module 3 please read:  


D & M chapters 5 State Parties and Campaigns and 6 Legislators in State Politics 







SLG articles 11 Five Trends Shaping Redistricting, 14 States of Conservatism, 20 
Ready, Set, PAN, 21 The Legislature as Sausage Factory, 22 What Legislatures Need 
Now, 23 Legislatures: All Over the Map, 24 Newbies, 


Module 4 State Governors and Bureaucracy: Quiz due by Monday 6/15 at 11 pm; Initial 
discussion posting due by Tuesday 6/16 at 11 pm; additional postings due by, and 
module closes on, Thursday 6/18 11:00 pm 


For Module 4 please read:  


D & M chapters 7 Governors and 8 Bureaucratic Politics in States and Communities 


SLG articles 27 Altered States, 28 The Last Democrat in Dixie, 29 The Badgered State, 
30 Counter Cultures, 36 The Sentient City, 49 Fixing the Rotten Corporate Barrel  


Withdrawal Deadline Tuesday 6/23 11:59 pm 


Module 5 State Courts, Criminal Justice and Civil Rights: Quiz due by Monday 6/22 at 
11 pm; Initial discussion posting due by Tuesday 6/23 at 11 pm; additional postings due 
by, and module closes on, Thursday 6/25 11:00 pm 


For Module 5 please read: 


D & M chapters 9 State Courts, Crime and Criminal Justice and 15 Politics and Civil 
Rights 


SLG articles 12 Caperton’s Coal, 19 Cross Examination, 33 Justice by the Numbers, 34 
Under the Gaydar, 47 License to Kill, 48 The Conservative War on Prisons 


Module 6 Local Governance and Participation: Quiz due by Monday 6/29 at 11 pm; 
Initial discussion posting due by Tuesday 6/30 at 11 pm; additional postings due by, and 
module closes on, Thursday 7/2 11:00 pm 


For Module 6 please read: 


D & M chapters 10 Governing America's Communities and 11 Participation in 
Community Politics 


SLG articles 4 The American System of Townships, 5 Local Government: Observations, 
17 Public Meetings and the Democratic Process, 25 Are City Councils Relics of the 
Past, 31 The Life of the Mayor for Life, 32 The Millennials in the Mayor’s Seat  


Module 7 Metropolitan Politics and Community Power: Quiz due by Monday 7/6 at 11 
pm; Initial discussion posting due by Tuesday 7/7 at 11 pm; additional postings due by, 
and module closes on, Thursday 7/9 11:00 pm 







PLEASE NOTE: JUST BECAUSE SOME MODULE DUE DATES MAY FALL OVER 
THE JULY 4TH HOLIDAY DOES NOT MEAN YOU HAVE TO WAIT UNTIL THEN TO 
DO THE ASSIGNMENT! 


For Module 7 please read: 


D & M chapters 12 Metropolitics: Conflict in the Metropolis and 13 Community Power, 
Land Use and the Environment 


SLG articles 18 Embracing the Future, 35 Merger Inertia, 37 Rebel Towns, 41 The 
(New) Rules of the Road, 42 Snookered, 43 The Enticement Window, 44 The Secret 
Tax Explosion, 


Module 8 State Taxation, Education, Health and Welfare: Quiz due by Monday 7/13 at 
11 pm; Initial discussion posting due by Tuesday 7/14 at 11 pm; additional postings due 
by, and module closes on, Thursday 7/16 11:00 pm 


For Module 8 please read D & M chapters 14 Taxation and Finance, 16 Education and 
17 Poverty, Welfare and Health 


SLG articles 26 Should School Boards be Expelled, 39 The ‘B’ Word, 40 Two Cheers 
for the Property Tax, 45 Raising Children, 46 One Size Doesn’t Fit All, 50 Gagging on 
the Ag-Gag Laws 


Summer D Term Ends: Friday July 17 


Getting Started 


To begin the course, go back to the home page and then click on Discussions and then 
select the “Class Introduction” topic and make a post as described above. After that, to 
begin the academic part of the course, click on Modules and then read and follow the 
instructions for Module 1: Politics in the States and Democracy and Constitutions. 
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University of Central Florida 


INR 4054 Global Politics of Energy 
Summer D 2015 


Instructor: Dr. Daniel Marien 
Teaching Assistant: Marcos Degaut Pontes 


 


Course Information 
 
Office Hours:    Online consultation nearly 24/7 at: 


Daniel.Marien@ucf.edu or via course email.  
Alternative Email Address:  danielmarien@yahoo.com  
 


Basic Expectations 
 
Students are expected to: (1) always have a working connection to the internet; (2) to 
promptly procure the textbooks; (3) to regularly log-on to the course’s website in 
Webcourses; (4) to take quizzes and submit postings in due time; (5) to regularly 
consult the Announcements function in Webcourses (for general updates on course 
progress); and (6) to regularly consult their Knights email (for personal messages).  
 


Course Contents 


Energy has historically made an immense contribution to the development of civilization 
and the development of human powers and faculties. Yet, it has also soiled the land, air 
and water on which humans rely for a healthy and fulfilling life. Energy and human well-
being will intersect even more powerfully in the 21st century than before.  


This course examines the main characteristics of the global energy system and the 
momentous pressures and choices faced by governments, citizens, business, and 
consumers across the globe with a particular emphasis on the United States.  


The basic political challenge of the global energy system can be summarized thus. A 
fast growing human population needs more energy, particularly in low and middle 
income countries where accessing modern living standards can only happen through 
the consumption of more energy inputs. At the same time, humankind can hardly afford 
more of the various kinds of environmental contaminations and risks associated with 
traditional fossil fuels.  



mailto:Daniel.Marien@ucf.edu

mailto:danielmarien@yahoo.com
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Air and water pollution as well as man-made climate change demand a rapid reduction 
in emissions of greenhouses gases and other noxious substances (sulfur dioxide, 
organic volatile compounds, mercury, etc.) linked to the production and combustion of 
oil, gas and coal.  


The global energy system thus seems poised at a crossroads between further 
expanding traditional energy sources at the expense of environmental integrity and 
human health and well-being and a technologically, economically and politically 
challenging transition towards more environmentally friendly energies.  


This historical moment of decision is marked by the emergence of a “new frontier in 
fossil fuels” dramatically sharpening the predicament we face. New methods for 
extracting traditional fuels are quickly emerging in the form of tar sand oil, hydraulic 
fracturing of oil and natural gas, deep sea and Arctic drilling, and retreat mining of coal. 
These new technologies promise a renewed abundance of fossil fuels but at the cost of 
higher environmental risks and damage. In effect, the new sources of fossil fuels 
exacerbate the basic dilemma of the global energy system.   


 


Course Goals and Objectives 


• Course Goals 


1. Understanding the historical connections between energy transitions and hegemonic 
transitions in the world system.  


2. Understand the arguments for and against the idea according to which the United 
States could and should play a leading role in greening the global energy system.  


3. Understanding the arguments for and against developing new methods for extracting 
fossil fuels.  


4. Understanding the “oil curse” afflicting many energy exporting nations. 
5. Understanding the challenge to economic development created by energy poverty in 


much of the Third World.  
6. To demonstrate abilities in critical thinking, effective communication and writing, and 


attentive reading, thereby developing skills and attitudes valuable for future 
professional and managerial work roles. 


Course Materials 
 
You will need to purchase the works listed below. All three are available both in paper 
and in electronic formats for an affordable price. Later in the semester, you may have to 
disburse a small fee to rent online documentaries. (Most documentaries are likely to 
available for free, however.) 
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Thomas Friedman  
Hot, Flat and Crowded Release 2.0: Why We Need a Green Revolution and How It Can 
Renew America. New York: Farrar, Strauss and Giroux, Expanded and updated 
edition only, 2009, ISBN: 978-0312428921. Avoid the first (2008) edition 
 


(Avoid the first, 2008, edition. You have the wrong book if the title page 
does NOT say “Release 2.0 Updated and Expanded.”) 


 
 
Bruce Podobnik 
Global Energy Shifts: Fostering Sustainability in a Turbulent Age  
Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 2006, ISBN: 9781592132942.  
 
John Cushman 
Keystone and Beyond: Tar Sands and the National Interest in the Era of Climate 
Change. Climate News, 2014, ISBN: 0692271414. 
 
Other required or suggested materials will be made available in electronic form in 
Webcourses under Files.  


 


Assessment Description 
 


Before/After Knowledge  


Before Knowledge: take 400 to 600 words to express what you already know or think 
about the global energy system before taking the course. Simply answer the broad 
questions in the Assignment Box by attaching a Word file. There is no right or wrong 
answer here. Two points are attached to this submission. Deadline: May 25 at 
11:59pm 


After Knowledge: at the end of the semester you will review your initial answers to these 
questions and explain how the course changed your views on energy issues (or not). 
Three points are attached to this submission. Deadline: July 17 at 11:59pm.  


 


Weekly Quizzes on Assigned Materials: 35 points 


Each quiz will count from 10 to 20 multiple choice questions. Time will be limited. You 
have access to the book. The quiz opens on Mondays at 9:00 A.M. and closes that 
Monday evening at 11:59 P.M.  
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Answers to Discussion Questions: 30 points 


Each week students must post their answers to discussion questions in the general 
Weekly Discussion Board in Webcourses. The general Weekly Boards close on Monday 
evenings at 11:59 A.M.  


Discussion questions are communicated in the weekly module, available in Webcourses 
under Modules, one week ahead of the submission deadline. For example, questions 
with a submission deadline of May 25 are circulated in the WEEK 1 Module available 
under Files starting May 18.  


Discussion questions will be of three kinds: reading comprehension; application, 
evaluation. Reading comprehension questions test your understanding of the 
assigned readings. Application questions challenge you to apply a concept defined in 
the readings in a different context or to a different example than the one referred to in 
the readings. This is also a way of verifying that you understand the reading. 
Evaluation questions solicit your considerate judgment on an issue, idea or concept. 
Develop an argument grounded in reasons and data. Avoid making unsupported 
assertions.  


Each weekly posting by an individual student must be written in good academic English 
(avoid imprecise or familiar language) and add up to a minimum of 600 original words 
(all answers taken together).  


 


Engaging Class Participants: 20 points (5 extra credit points possible)  


You are expected to engage classmates on their answers to evaluation questions 
related to the assigned material four times throughout the semester.  


Each thoughtful post of 300 words or more earns 5 points for a total of 20 points. Two 
additional postings can earn you up to extra-credit 5 points at the rate of 2.5 per posting.  


How? Find a class mate’s answer to an evaluation question in the previous 
week’s Discussion Boards you wish to comment on, add to, disagree with, or 
somehow enlarge on. Write a post in the ECP Discussion Board (300 words 
minimum) engaging this student.  


Start your post by identifying the student by name and the posting’s week by 
number, then very briefly summarize or quote the passage you wish to engage, 
finally articulate a comment, an objection or develop a question challenging the 
student’s assertion, etc.  
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Inform the students via course mail that his/her answer has been challenged. 
The student can respond to your challenge by his/her own post (300 words 
minimum) and also thus earn credit for one post (provided that the response 
contains new material, argument or data.  


When? The ECP Discussion Boards lag over the Discussion Board. They will 
open on May 25 (start of WEEK 2) and close on July 17 (last day of class).  


 


The Energy News Room 


Each week (WEEKs 1 to 8) students will post the URL, title and source of one 
newspaper article related to energy issues in the United States or abroad. Underneath 
the URL, title and source, students will also summarize the article’s content in 3 to 5 
lines and explains how it relates to the course’s themes.  


Post in the Weekly News Room Discussion Boards.  


Each properly done posting of a relevant article will earn 1.2 points for a total of 10.  


Note that the information from these articles (those you posted yourself or those posted 
by a class mates) can be used (with proper citation) to make a point in your postings in 
the Weekly Discussion Board or in the ECP Discussion Boards.  


The New York Times is one good source of news on global energy issues but there are 
many others.  


 


Follow this example: 


http://www.nytimes.com/2015/05/12/us/white-house-gives-conditional-approval-for-
shell-to-drill-in-arctic.html?ref=us&_r=0 
Administration Gives Conditional Approval for Shell to Drill in Arctic 
By CORAL DAVENPORT   MAY 11, 2015, The New York Times 
 


Student authored summary in 3-5 lines + indication of how the content connects with the 
course materials.  


  



http://www.nytimes.com/2015/05/12/us/white-house-gives-conditional-approval-for-shell-to-drill-in-arctic.html?ref=us&_r=0

http://www.nytimes.com/2015/05/12/us/white-house-gives-conditional-approval-for-shell-to-drill-in-arctic.html?ref=us&_r=0
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Assessment Summary Table 
 


WHAT WHEN POINTS 
 
Before/After Submission 


 
Before: May 25 
After: July 17 


 
1 
4 
 


 
Quizzes 


 
Weeks #1-8. 


by Monday Evenings 
11:59 P.M. 


 


 
35 


 
Answers to Discussion 
Questions from weekly 


modules 


 
Weeks #1-8. 


by Monday Evenings 
11:59 P.M. 


 


 
 


30 


 
ECP 


Engaging class participants 
with respectful and well 


thought out criticism. 
 


 
Weeks #2-9. 


In the Weekly Engaging 
Class Participants 


Discussion Boards in 
Webcourses 


 
20 to 25 


5 pts max for each of the 
first 4; opportunity for extra 
credit by posting 2 more at 


2.5 pts each. 
 


 
 


Energy News Room 
 


Weeks #1-8 
 


10 
 


 
 
 


 


Grading Scale 
 


Number- Letter 
Conversion Scale 


for the Final 
Course Grade 


94-100 %  A 
90-93 %   A- 
87-89 %   B+ 
84-86 %   B 
80-83 %   B- 
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Number- Letter 
Conversion Scale 


for the Final 
Course Grade 


77-79  %  C+ 
74-76  %  C 
70-73  %  C- 
67-69  %  D+ 
64-66 %   D 
60-63 %   D- 
0 – 59 %   F 


 
 
 


Grade Dissemination 
 
• Scores for the various assessments will be recorded in the Canvas Grade 


Book. 
 
• Keep in mind that the Canvas Grade Book is primitive, inflexible and can 


sometimes misrepresents your actual standing in the course. It is not easily 
adapted to different course designs. There is nothing the instructor can do 
about this.  


• To gain an accurate picture of your standing in the course, enter your various 
scores in the formula specified by the course outline under Assessment 
Table: 


o Your Before and After scores; 
o your average quiz score; 
o your average discussion score; 
o your ECP score; 
o your Newsroom score.  
o Then convert the arithmetical sum of all your scores to a letter grade 


using the scale specified in the course outline. Et voilà! 


Course Policies 
 


Late Work Policy:  
There are no make-ups for missing weekly quizzes or weekly posting, or essays.  


 
Grades of Incomplete 
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The current university policy concerning incomplete grades will be followed in this 
course. Incomplete grades are given only in situations where unexpected 
emergencies prevent a student from completing the course and the remaining 
work can be completed the next semester. Your instructor is the final authority on 
whether you qualify for an incomplete. Incomplete work must be finished by the 
end of the subsequent semester or the “I” will automatically be recorded as an 
“F” on your transcript.  
 


Course Policies: Technology and Media 
 


Email:  
 
Students are expected to regularly consult their Knight email and the 
Announcements function in Webcourses.  
 
Use my email to communicate with me: Daniel.Marien@ucf.edu or through 
course email. Allow up to 48 hours for a response. Repeat message if you 
haven’t received a response within 48 hours. Usually however, you will receive 
an answer the very same day.  
 


Course Policies: Student Expectations 
 


Disability Access:  
 
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable 
accommodations for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in 
alternate formats upon request. Students with disabilities who need 
accommodations in this course must contact the professor at the beginning of the 
semester to discuss needed accommodations. No accommodations will be 
provided until the student has met with the professor to request 
accommodations. Students who need accommodations must be registered with 
Student Disability Services, Student Resource Center Room 132, phone (407) 
823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting 
accommodations from the professor. 
 
Academic Conduct Policy:  
 
Academic dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated. If you are uncertain as to 
what constitutes academic dishonesty, please consult The Golden Rule, the 
University of Central Florida's Student Handbook 
(http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/) for further details.  As in all University 
courses, The Golden Rule Rules of Conduct will be applied.  Violations of these 



mailto:Daniel.Marien@ucf.edu
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rules will result in a failing grade for the entire course and can also result in 
expulsion from the University. Adepts of the copy and paste approach beware! 
 
It is important that you paraphrase information borrowed from another author, 
that you do not claim a phrase or paragraph for your own when taken from 
another author, and that you do not insert too many quotes in your text. Perhaps 
10-15% of your text can be made up of quotes, but no more. University education 
is meant to develop your own voice as an author. Copy and paste stifles the 
development of this important skill.  
 
Turinitin.com:  


 
In this course, the instructor reserves the right to utilize turnitin.com to 
verify that students did not plagiarize their answers to the discussion 
questions or the essay, or a contribution to Engaging Class Participants or 
any other text submitted for the purposes of earning academic credit in this 
course.  
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Interest Groups POS3463 BR01 & BV59 
Pollock / Summer B 2015 


Office 302 Phillips Hall 
Office hours W:  2:00-5:50 
Voice 407-823-2608  
Email Philip.Pollock@ucf.edu 


 
 
Interest groups occupy a paradoxical place in American politics—essential to pluralist 
democracy, yet widely seen as a threat to it. By one perspective, interest organizations are 
manifestations of the underlying biases in the social structure. By another perspective, groups are 
signs of inclusiveness and democratic mobilization. This course explores the theoretical and 
empirical bases for these (and other) competing views of interest groups. The basic text, Nownes, 
covers all major topics in interest group politics: mobilization, maintenance, lobbying, policy, and 
influence. Supplemental readings provide in-depth analyses and case studies. These readings 
illuminate key points made by the basic text. Other course resources include real-time and video-
streamed lectures, Power Point presentations, posted articles, and supplemental material.   
 
There is a real-time section of the course (BR01), which has a room (CB1-Rm 218) and time 
(M&W, 6:00 - 8:50 p.m.), and a recorded section (BV59), which is fully online. During the real-
time meetings, my lectures will be recorded on video, which you can subsequently view by 
accessing Tegrity (https://ucf.tegrity.com. Log in using your NID). Despite the format difference, 
the requirements for both sections are the same. Physical attendance is not required. All course 
material will be equally available to both sections online. All quizzes and exams will be online. 
 
Grades. Your grade will be based on online quizzes (30 percent of course grade) and online 
exams (70 percent of course grade). During the term, you will take four quizzes. I will drop your 
lowest quiz score. Your three best quiz scores will count 30 percent of your course grade. You 
will take two exams. Each of your exams will count 35 percent of your course grade. Scheduling 
and time parameters of the quizzes and exams: 
 
Quiz or 
Exam 


Open day / date / 
time 


Close day / date / 
time 


Reading/lecture material 
covered 


Quiz 1 Th /July 2 / 8 a.m. Sun/July 5/11 p.m. June 29, July 1 


Quiz 2 Th /July 9 / 8 a.m. Sun/July 12/11 p.m. July 6, 8 


Exam 1 Th /July 16/ 8 a.m.  Sun/July 19/11 p.m. June 29, July 1, 6, 8, 13, 15 


Quiz 3 Th /July 23 / 8 a.m. Sun/July 26/11 p.m. July 20, 22 


Quiz 4 Th /July 30/ 8 a.m. Sun/Aug 2/11 p.m. July 27, 29 


Exam 2  Mon /Aug 3/9 p.m. Th/Aug 6/11 p.m. July 20, 22, 27, 29, Aug 3 


Note: No class will be held on August 5.  
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Quizzes. The quizzes will be multiple-choice format. The quizzes will test you on material that 
has been covered in the reading and in lecture.  For example, Quiz 1, which opens on July 2, will 
cover material presented in the reading and lectures for June 29 and July 1.  Quizzes 2, 3, and 4 
are based on the same rationale: do the reading, view the lecture, and then take the quiz.  Within 
the availability window, there is no limit on the amount of time you may take to complete the 
quizzes. However, you must take each quiz during the scheduled availability window. I will 
drop your lowest quiz score.  Your three best quiz scores will count 30 percent of your course 
grade.   
 
Exams. The exams will have multiple-choice questions and short essay questions. These are non-
cumulative exams. The first exam, which opens on July 16, will cover material from the lectures 
of June 29, July 1, 6, 8, 13, and 15. The second exam, which opens August 3, will cover material 
from July 20, 22, 27, 29, and August 3.  Within the availability window, there is no limit on the 
amount of time you may take to complete the exams.  However, you must take each exam 
during the scheduled availability window. Each of your exams will count 35 percent of your 
course grade. 
 
If you wish discuss your exam: Come to my office during office hours.  If you have a question 
about how your exam was graded:  Bring the following materials to my office—your textbook, 
your notes on the reading, and the notes you have written while viewing the lecture.  
 
I do not give extra credit. 
 
You must work alone in completing the quizzes and exams.  Giving or receiving assistance 
on any quiz or exam constitutes a violation of Academic Behavior Standards as specified in 
UCF’s Rules of Conduct (UCF-5.008).  Any student who violates these standards will 
receive an F in the course. 
 
Grading Scale.  Your course grade will be determined by this numeric scale: 


>=90  86-89 80-85 76-79 70-75 66-69 60-65 <=59  
A B+ B C+ C D+ D F 


 
Schedule for the term: 
Lecture Topic: Reading:∞ 
June 29 
 


Interest groups in 
American politics 
 


Nownes ch1 
Madison, The Federalist #10 
Lowery and Gray, “A Neopluralist Perspective on Research on 
Organized Interests” 


July 1 
 


Evolution of Groups Nownes ch2 
Cigler and Loomis, “The Changing Nature of Interest Group 
Politics” 


July 2-
July 5* 


Quiz 1  


July 6 
 


Group mobilization Nownes ch3 
Hayes, “The New Group Universe” 
Nownes and Cigler, “Big-Money Donors to Environmental Groups: 
What They Give and What They Get” 


July 8 
 


Group maintenance I Nownes ch4 
Bosso and Rodrigues, “Emerging Issues, New Organizations: 
Interest Groups and the Making of Nanotechnology Policy” 
 


July 9- 
July 12* 


Quiz 2 [Syllabus continues on next page…] 
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July 13 
 


Group maintenance II Gray and Lowery, “A Niche Theory of Interest Representation” 
Heaney, “Identity Crisis: How Interest Groups Struggle to Define 
Themselves in Washington” 
Nownes, “The Population Ecology of Interest Group Formation: 
Mobilizing for Gay and Lesbian Rights in the United States, 1950–
98” 
 


July 15 Direct lobbying I Nownes ch5: pp. 89-102 
Chin, Bond, and Geva: “A Foot in the Door” 
 


July 16-
July 19* 


Exam 1  


July 20 
 


Direct lobbying II Nownes ch5: pp. 102-138 
Godwin et al, “Is Corporate Lobbying Rational or Just a Waste of 
Money?” 
 


July 22 Groups in elections Nownes ch6 
Guth et al, “Getting the Spirit? Religious and Partisan Mobilization 
in the 2004 Elections” 


July 23-
July 26* 


Quiz 3  


July 27 Indirect lobbying Nownes ch7 
Patterson and Singer, “Targeting Success: The Enduring Power of 
the NRA” 
Merry, “Emotional Appeals in Environmental Group 
Communications” 
 


July 29 
 


The question of group 
influence 


Nownes ch9 
Strolovitch, “A More Level Playing Field or a New Mobilization of 
Bias?  Interest Groups and Advocacy for the Disadvantaged” 
 


July 30- 
Aug 2* 


Quiz 4  


Aug 3 Interest groups in 
perspective 


Nownes ch8, ch10 
 


Aug3-
Aug6* 
 


Exam 2  


*See first page of this syllabus for precise dates and times. 
∞Additional material will be assigned at the discretion of instructor. 
Note: No class will be held on August 5. 


3 
 








Course Syllabus 
 


 
 


CPO 4303 Latin American Politics, Summer D 2015 
 


Instructor Contact 


 
Instructor Professor Bruce M. Wilson 


Office Phillips Hall 302 


Office Hours Dr. Wilson's Office Hours: by appointment 


 
Homepages 


Professor Wilson's homepage at UCF and at CMI, Bergen, 


Norway 


Phone 4078232608 (no voice mail) 


Email Please use Coursemail for all class related emails 


 
 


 


Course Information 


 
Course Name CPO4303 Latin American Politics 


Credit Hours 3 Credit Hours 


Semester/Year Summer D 2015 


Location Completely online (no required facetoface time) 


 
 


 


Course Description 


 
This class introduces students to the major countries and themes of Latin American politics and governance as well as the 


relevant political science theories. The emphasis of the class will be on the postWWII period, which has seen significant 


changes in Latin America, from rural to urban, from agricultural to industrial, from dictatorship to democracy, from state 


intervention to Neoliberalism, from revolution and insurgency to party politics. This class examines some of these changes 


as well as the changes in political institutions through the use of country case studies to illuminate the consequence of 


these developments on various groups in society. 


 
 


 
Class Objectives 


 
by the end of the semester you will understand the: 


important social, economic, political and geographic diversity that characterizes Latin America 


interrelationship between the United States and Latin America and among Latin American states. 


strategies used to pursue economic development and different ideas about what constitutes economic development 


political underpinnings of political and economic development strategies. 


complex nature of the major challenges facing contemporary Latin America 


paradox of the simultaneous existence of expanding economies, democratization, and increased crime 



http://politicalscience.cos.ucf.edu/people/wilson-bruce/

http://www.cmi.no/staff/?bruce-wilson

http://www.cmi.no/staff/?bruce-wilson





Required Text 
 


The are no required books for this class. All readings will be made available to you via the class homepage, free of 


charge. 


 
 
 


 


 
Course Requirements 


 
Assignments You are responsible for keeping a copy of all assignments for this class. 


You are also responsible for checking that the grades posted online are correct; any 


discrepancies must be reported to the instructor within one week of being posted. 


Late, makeup, 


and extra credit 


work 


Late work (initial discussion postings and essays) will be penalized 5 points per day late (or part 


thereof), including weekend days and holidays. 


Late exams are penalized 10 points per day (or part thereof). 


Discussion postings cannot be made after the discussion is closed  there is no late option for 


discussion postings. 


No work will be accepted more than a week after the deadline. 


There are no substitute assignments and positively NO EXTRA CREDIT, so please don't ask! 


I will not discuss any module grade more than a week after it has been posted. 


 
 


 


Evaluation and Grading 


 
The following scale will be used for the assignment of final grades. 


 


Letter Grade Points 


A 90100 


B 8089 


C 7079 


D 6069 


F 59 or below 


 
 
 


Assignment Percentage of Grade 


Module #1: Introduction 2% 


Your highest 5 substantive modules grades 


from Modules #2 through #7 


15% each (75% of your total class grade) 


Your lowest substantive module grade will be automatically dropped (see 


caveat in Academic honesty, below). 


Final exam 25% 


Total 100% 


 


 


Attendance Policy 


 
Because this is a completely online class with no facetoface meetings, there is no attendance policy, as such. Having said 


that, you need to keep up with the pace of the class and participate in all parts of each of the modules. Note that each 


module contains several deadlines; that is, not all work for a module is due on the last day listed on the Schedule. You 







must read each module's instructions for a list of deadlines for the various assignments and deadlines. It is your 


responsibility to check these deadlines as soon as a module opens so you won't miss any due dates. 


NB: The federallymandated attendance reporting policy requires you to complete an assignment before the end of the first 


week (before 5 pm on Friday). It does not matter what score you receive on the quiz, but you must complete it before the 


deadline.  Failure to do so may impact your financial aid and/or other support. 


 
 


 
Academic Honesty 


 
Plagiarism and cheating of any kind on any examination, quiz, or assignment will result an "F" for that assignment and may 


be subject to appropriate referral to the Office of Student Conduct (http://creed.sdes.ucf.edu/)  for further action. See the 


updated UCF Golden Rule (http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/)  for further information. Any module that contains any 


material that is identified by the professor as plagiarized will not be eligible to be dropped as your lowest grade. Please do 


not plagiarize! Repeat offenders will fail the course and be reported to the relevant UCF disciplinary board. 


I will assume for this course that you will adhere to the academic creed of this University (http://creed.sdes.ucf.edu/)  and 


will maintain the highest standards of academic integrity. I will also adhere to the highest standards of academic integrity, 


so please do not ask me to change (or expect me to change) your grade illegitimately or to bend or break rules for one 


person that will not apply to everyone. Furthermore, any attempt to save, store, distribute, or discuss any quiz questions for 


this class will be interpreted as cheating and will be treated accordingly. 


All your work must be done on your own; you are not allowed to collaborate on quizzes, discussion postings, or essays. In 


short, all your written work and work submitted for grading must be your own, original work. 


 
 


 
Sexual Harassment 


 
Title IX makes it clear that violence and harassment based on sex that interferes with educational opportunities is an 


offense subject to the same penalties as offenses based on other protected categories such as race, national origin, etc. If 


you or someone you know has been harassed or assaulted, you can find resources available to support the victim, 


including confidential resources, and information concerning reporting options at shield.ucf.edu. Perpetrators are subject to 


expulsion or termination and may also be subject to criminal penalties. 


 
 
 


Disability Statement 


 
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all persons with disabilities. 


This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students with disabilities who need accommodations in this 


course must contact the professor at the beginning of the semester to discuss needed accommodations. No 


accommodations will be provided until the student has met with the professor to request accommodations. Students who 


need accommodations must be registered with Student Disability Services, Student Resource Center Room 132, phone 


(407) 8232371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 8232116, before requesting accommodations from the professor. 
 


 
Dr. Bruce M. Wilson 


Professor of Political Science, UCF, Orlando, FL 


 
 



http://creed.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://creed.sdes.ucf.edu/






PUP 4003W American Public Policy 


Summer 2015 Syllabus 


Contact Information 


Instructor: Dr. Aubrey Jewett 


Office: Phillips Hall 302 E 


Office Hours: Online by e-mail or in person by appointment. 


Phone: Political Science Main Office 407-823-2608; Direct Office Line 407-823-6030 


E-mail: aubrey.jewett@ucf.edu 


Course Description 


Public policy is whatever government chooses to do or not to do. In American Public 
Policy we will seek to understand policymaking in the United States. We will focus on 
how policy is made, how it can be studied and the substantive issues that policy makers 
are debating today. There are at least eight models of public policy that we will examine: 
institutional, process, rational, incremental, group, elite, public choice and game theory. 
Policy areas to be studied include criminal justice, health and welfare, education, 
economic, tax, trade and immigration, environmental and energy, civil rights, defense 
and homeland security. 


Goals 


1. Students will understand basic definitions and concepts related to public policy, policy 
analysis and policy evaluation. 


2. Students will describe and apply eight models of policy analysis. 


3. Students will trace and analyze the major steps in the formal policy making process. 


4. Students will learn the background, current situation, and outlook regarding a variety 
of substantive public policy areas. 


5. Students will compare and contrast opposing views concerning issues for debate in 
American public policy. 


6. Students will evaluate current policy problems and formulate their own views on 
critical issues. 







Required Texts 


1. Thomas R. Dye, Understanding Public Policy (14th ed.), Upper Saddle River, NJ: 
Pearson, 2013. ISBN 978-0-205-23882-8 


 


The book should both be available at the on campus and off campus book stores and 
online. If you wish to get your book from an online retailer here are some options (these 
are just suggestions – you may get your book wherever you like). 


To buy directly from the publisher (Pearson) – either a new hard copy (currently 
$157.00) or rental access to the e-book ($63.99 currently) go to 
http://www.mypearsonstore.com/bookstore/understanding-public-policy-
9780205238828?xid=PSED 


Amazon has options for new, used and rental. http://www.amazon.com/Understanding-
Public-Policy-14th-Edition/dp/0205238823 


Barnes and Noble has new ($140.68), used (from $80.00) and rental (90 days for 
$42.39) http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/understanding-public-policy-thomas-r-
dye/1100055901?ean=9780205238828 


2. You do not need to buy a 2nd text. However we will be reading a number of reports 
from the CQ Researcher website/database. If you are accessing from the UCF on-
campus network you can go directly to http://library.cqpress.com/cqresearcher/ and 
then click on Browse Reports (By Date). If you are accessing from off campus you will 
need to log in to the UCF library system at http://library.ucf.edu/ by clicking on the tab in 
the top right that says “Log in now” and entering your information (you can now log in 
using your PID and password) and then click on the CQ Electronic Library (towards the 



http://www.mypearsonstore.com/bookstore/understanding-public-policy-9780205238828?xid=PSED

http://www.mypearsonstore.com/bookstore/understanding-public-policy-9780205238828?xid=PSED

http://www.amazon.com/Understanding-Public-Policy-14th-Edition/dp/0205238823

http://www.amazon.com/Understanding-Public-Policy-14th-Edition/dp/0205238823

http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/understanding-public-policy-thomas-r-dye/1100055901?ean=9780205238828
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top under Popular Databases Quick Links) and then CQ Researcher and then Browse 
Reports (By Date).  


Evaluation 


8 Modules – 100% of your total grade. Each module consists of 2 graded activities: 
Chapter Quiz and CQ Policy Analysis & Discussion. Each module will usually cover 2 
chapters from the Dye text and 2 articles from the CQ reader. Since this course is over 
the Summer D term you will have about a week to do each module. 


Chapter Quiz – 40% of total grade. Each quiz will usually have 50 questions 
primarily covering material from the Dye book. You will normally have 60 minutes to 
take the quiz. You may take the quiz a second time to improve your score. If you pass 
the first quiz with at least a 60 or higher and choose to take the quiz a second time I will 
take the higher score of the two attempts as your grade for the quiz. If you score less 
than 60 on the first attempt and take the quiz a second time I will take the average of 
the two attempts as your grade for the quiz. You should read the chapters and articles 
and study before starting the quiz as you will not have time to look up every answer. All 
8 quizzes count towards your final grade and except for extraordinary circumstances, no 
late quizzes will be accepted once the quiz closes. 


CQ Policy Analysis & Discussion – 60% of total grade. I will put you in small 
groups for the online discussion based on your last name. CQ Policy Analysis & 
Discussion will include several steps. First you will read two articles from the CQ 
Research database. Then using a template I provide for each article you will give 
opposing positions on a number of current policy questions, update information from the 
readings and explain how it relates to one of the questions, and give your opinion and 
explain why you believe the way you do for each of the policy questions. Your answer 
for each article each week will be between 750 and 1000 words (thus you will write 
1500-2000 words each week answering the two questions). You will upload this paper 
using the assignment function and also paste it into your discussion group.  


Finally you must engage in discussion with your fellow classmates by responding 
to their comparisons and contrast and current event. The discussion will require a 
minimum of three postings each week: the initial posting of your paper and then at least 
two postings responding to your fellow students. You should attempt to engage in 
professional college level discussion with your classmates. Highest grades go to 
students who exceed my expectations for quantity and quality of their papers and their 
discussion with classmates. The required two additional postings is the minimum to get 
a C on that part of the assignment. You will need a total of 8 or more (depending on 
quality and length) additional postings to get the highest possible score on discussing 
with class mates. 


 To grade CQ Policy Analysis & Discussion I have developed a rubric. Each CQ 
Policy Analysis & Discussion is worth up to 100 points: 40 points for writing on the first 
article, 40 points for writing on the 2nd article, and 20 points for discussing things with 







your classmates. In addition there will be a 10 point penalty for each day the initial 
posting is late. So 10 points off for one day late and 20 points off for two days late and 
then the module closes. Once the module closes you will not be able to post further and 
I will not accept your postings. 


Policies 


1. If you have questions about the course of a general nature do not e-mail me initially. 
Instead post your question in the Discussions section of the web site. Once in 
Discussions section select the topic “Questions for Professor Jewett” and then click in 
the “Reply” box and type in your question and then hit “Post Reply.” You may have to 
wait up to 48 hours for a response but I am usually much quicker than that. You should 
review this section before asking your question as someone else may have already 
asked it. Of course if your problem is personal (grade related for instance) or involves 
not being able to get on the site (and hence unable to get to Discussions) feel free to e-
mail me at my normal e-mail address. 


2. If you would like to seek the help of fellow students go to Discussions and select the 
topic “Students Seeking Help from Students” and post your question as above. This can 
be a technical question about computer problems or a subject matter question. I will 
give extra credit to students who help others! 


3. Online courses require students to be self-motivated and do work on a regular basis 
without being reminded of assignments and due dates. The average student can expect 
to put in at least 12-15 hours a module on this course if they want to do well. You will be 
reading 2 chapters from the main text and 2 articles from the reader each week. You 
can also expect that you will write 2000-2500 words a week (counting initial postings 
and discussions with others) if you want to do well. 


4. Late assignments will not be accepted once a quiz, discussion or module closes (as 
mentioned above I will take your initial paper posting on discussion late with a 10 point 
per day penalty but once the module closes that will be it). Do not wait until the last 
minute to do assignments. Computer problems and Internet connection problems will 
happen. They are not acceptable excuses for missing due dates and deadlines. Due 
times for graded assignments are usually 11 pm Eastern Standard Time. I give a 59 
minute grace period until 11:59 pm before I start assessing the late penalty. 


5. I will drop your two lowest CQ Policy Analysis & Discussion scores when I compute 
your final grade. Since I am not accepting late assignments after a module closes this 
will provide you a measure of protection should something happen that prevents you 
from writing a paper (computer glitch, illness, vacation etc.) or should you do poorly on a 
paper and want to improve. I will not drop any quiz scores, so you must do all 8 quizzes. 


6. I follow and enforce the UCF policies pertaining to academic honesty and integrity 
and expect professional student conduct. See the UCF policies established in the 







Golden Rule (http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/) if you are unfamiliar (particularly the 
section on Academic Conduct). 


7. Students registered with UCF Disability Services (http://sds.sdes.ucf.edu/) will be 
given accommodation as determined by UCF Disability Services. 


Grading Scale 


This class is on a 10 point grading scale with no plus minus grades. 


100-90 A (Outstanding or excellent work) 


89-80 B (Good, above average work) 


79-70 C (Average work) 


69-60 D (Below average, poor work) 


59-0 F (Unacceptable work or missed assignment) 


Assignment Due Dates 


Academic Engagement Assignment Required by the Federal Government: 
Pretest due by Friday 5/22 at 5pm. 


All faculty are required to document students' academic activity at the beginning of each 
course. In order to document that you began this course, please complete the following 
academic activity by the end of the first week of classes, or as soon as possible after 
adding the course, but no later than Friday May 22nd 5:00 pm EST. Failure to do so will 
result in a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid. 


Go to Quizzes and click on “Pretest” and then “Take the Quiz.” You have 1 hour to take 
the pretest. Please do not study beforehand or look up answers when taking the pretest 
– if you do not know the answer then just make your best guess. I want to get an honest 
assessment of how much you know about the course material before we get started. 
Once you answer all the questions hit “Submit Quiz.” 


Module 1 Policy Analysis and Evaluation: Quiz due by Monday  5/25 at 11 pm; Initial 
discussion posting due by Tuesday 5/26 at 11 pm; additional postings due by, and 
module closes on, Thursday 5/28 11:00 pm 


PLEASE NOTE: JUST BECAUSE SOME DUE DATES MAY FALL OVER THE 
MEMORIAL DAY HOLIDAY DOES NOT MEAN YOU HAVE TO WAIT UNTIL THEN TO 
DO THE ASSIGNMENT! 


For Module 1 please read: 



http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://sds.sdes.ucf.edu/





Dye chapters 1 Policy Analysis and 4 Policy Evaluation 


CQ articles Airline Safety (May 15, 2015) and Domestic Violence (November 15, 2013) 


Module 2 Policy Models and Process: Quiz due by Monday 6/1 at 11 pm; Initial 
discussion posting due by Tuesday 6/2 at 11 pm; additional postings due by, and 
module closes on, Thursday 6/4 11:00 pm 


For Module 2 please read: 


Dye chapters 2 Models of Politics and 3 The Policymaking Process 


CQ articles Regulating Lobbying (June 6, 2014) and Presidential Power (March 6, 2015) 


Module 3 Criminal Justice and Civil Rights Policy: Quiz due by Monday 6/8 at 11 pm; 
Initial discussion posting due by Tuesday 6/9 at 11 pm; additional postings due by, and 
module closes on, Thursday 6/11 11:00 pm 


For Module 3 please read: 


Dye chapters 6 Criminal Justice and 14 Civil Rights 


CQ articles Police Tactics (December 12, 2014) and Abortion Debates (March 21, 2014) 


Module 4 Health and Welfare Policy: Quiz due by Monday 6/15 at 11 pm; Initial 
discussion posting due by Tuesday 6/16 at 11 pm; additional postings due by, and 
module closes on, Thursday 6/18 11:00 pm 


For Module 4 please read: 


Dye chapters 7 Welfare and 8 Health Care 


CQ articles Housing the Homeless (October 10, 2014) and Reforming Veterans Health 
Care (November 21, 2014) 


Withdrawal Deadline Tuesday 6/23 11:59 pm 


Module 5 Federalism and Education Policy: Quiz due by Monday 6/22 at 11 pm; Initial 
discussion posting due by Tuesday 6/23 at 11 pm; additional postings due by, and 
module closes on, Thursday 6/25 11:00 pm 


For Module 5 please read: 


Dye chapters 5 American Federalism and 9 Education 







CQ articles Campus Sexual Assault (October 31, 2014) and Free Speech on Campus 
(May 8, 2015) 


Module 6 Economic and Tax Policy: Quiz due by Monday 6/29 at 11 pm; Initial 
discussion posting due by Tuesday 6/30 at 11 pm; additional postings due by, and 
module closes on, Thursday 7/2 11:00 pm 


For Module 6 please read: 


Dye chapters 10 Economic Policy and 11 Tax Policy 


CQ articles Minimum Wage (January 24, 2014) and Nonprofit Groups and Partisan 
Politics (November 14, 2014) 


Module 7 Trade, Immigration, Energy and Environmental Policy: Quiz due by Monday 
7/6 at 11 pm; Initial discussion posting due by Tuesday 7/7 at 11 pm; additional postings 
due by, and module closes on, Thursday 7/9 11:00 pm 


PLEASE NOTE: JUST BECAUSE SOME MODULE DUE DATES MAY FALL OVER 
THE JULY 4TH HOLIDAY DOES NOT MEAN YOU HAVE TO WAIT UNTIL THEN TO 
DO THE ASSIGNMENT! 


For Module 7 please read: 


Dye chapters 12 International Trade and Immigration and 13 Energy and Environment 


CQ articles US Trade Policy (September 13, 2013) and Pesticides (May 29, 2015) 


Module 8 Foreign, Defense and Homeland Security Policy: Quiz due by Monday 7/13 at 
11 pm; Initial discussion posting due by Tuesday 7/14 at 11 pm; additional postings due 
by, and module closes on, Thursday 7/16 11:00 pm 


For Module 8 please read: 


Dye chapters 15 Defense Policy and 16 Homeland Security 


CQ articles China Today (April 4, 2014) and Assessing the Threat from al Qaeda (June 
27, 2014) 


Summer D Term Ends: Friday July 17 


Getting Started 


To begin the course, go back to the home page and then click on Learning Modules and 
then read and follow the instructions for Module 1. 








UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL FLORIDA 
CPO 3103-A001: COMPARATIVE POLITICS 


SUMMER 2015 
 


Professor: Myunghee Kim                   Office: PH311f 
Class: MTWTh 10:00 – 11:50 am            Office Hours: MTWTh 12:00-12:30pm 
Class Room: PSY106            (& by appointment) 
E-mail: Myunghee.kim@ucf.edu      Office Phone: x36247 
Credit: 3 hours 
CPO 3103 introduces comparative politics as a subfield of political science.  This course is 
designed to develop the understandings and skills to major or minor in political science by 
examining the world’s different political systems.  Two main objectives are: 1) understandings of 
fundamental concepts in major four aspects of political science – structural, historical-cultural, 
behavioral, and global aspects; 2) comparisons of the major aspects of liberal democratic and 
non-democratic ideologies, political economic features of democratic and authoritarian regimes, 
key institutions, political parties, interest groups, political issues, and cleavages.  
 


REQUIREMENTS 
 


Readings 
 


O’Neil, Patrick H.  Essentials of Comparative Politics.  4th Edition.  New York: W. W. Norton, 
2013 (ISBN: 978-0-393-91278-4). 


 
All other reserved readings, articles, and chapters of various books are listed from page 4 to 5 in 
this syllabus.  
 


Examinations 
 
Four examinations are required for this course.  The midterm examination is 20 percent each and 
the final examination is 25 percent of your total grade.  The midterm examination will be held on 
May 28, June 8, and June 17 during the class, and the final examination will be taken on the last 
day of the class (June 25).  The details on examinations will be discussed during the class.  
Without instructor’s prior permission to a specific student, there will be no make-up 
examinations.  You will not be permitted to take the exam if you arrive more than fifteen minutes 
after the beginning of an exam or after the first student has finished. 
 


Assignment/Quiz 
 
Homework assignments for information/data gathering or quizzes will be given during classes.  
Five percent of the total grade is assigned for the miscellaneous assignments.  Late submission 
will be subjected to be one grade lower for each class day. 
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Attendance 
 


Students in this course are required to be present in the class as well as to participate in 
discussions.  In each class, participants have to follow the readings to contribute group discussion 
and debates as well as to submit the assignments.  Attendance consists of 10 percent of your total 
grade.  The 10 percent is divided by the number of total classes during the semester, thereby 
equally weighing each class.  If a student has to be absent a class, it is the person’s responsibility 
to provide an appropriate (official) document.  Without official documents, the absence will be 
deducted from your grade. 
 


FINAL GRADE 
 
In sum, your grade will be determined by: 


midterm exams 60% (each 20%), 
final exam 25%, 
attendance 10%, 
quiz/assignment 5% 


 
100-90 A; 89-80 B; 79-70 C; 69-60 D; lower than 60 F 
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POLICIES 
 


 Follow the Golden Rule. 
 Any disruptive and disrespectful behavior to me and to other participants will result in F or 


administrative withdrawal. Be professional, courteous and sensitive to the rights of others. 
 Raise your hand and ask to be recognized.  Do not interrupt. 
 Late submissions are discouraged. Assignments submitted after the due date will be penalized 


by a deduction of one letter grade, and the deduction is cumulated by each class day. No work 
will be accepted more than a week after the deadline. 


 Plagiarism, the purposeful or accidental use of source material by other writers without giving 
appropriate credit, is a crime! If any indication of plagiarism is shown in a participant’s 
assignment, the participant will receive an F for the assignment. 


 No extra credit assignments will be permitted. 
 Do not miss quizzes and exams. Without instructor’s prior permission to a specific student 


and without official documents, there will be no make-up examinations. 
 You will not be permitted to take the exam if you arrive more than fifteen minutes after the 


beginning of an exam or after the first student has finished. 
 Do not miss documentaries. I do not lend documentaries to a student. 
 Homework assignment or paper as a form of e-mail attachment is not accepted. 
 Homework, if it is given, should be type-written and stapled. 
 Do not be late for class. If you are late, it is your responsibility to inform me at the end of the 


class. Otherwise, it will be regarded as absence. 
 If you need to leave earlier, inform me at the beginning of the class. Otherwise, it can be 


regarded as absence. 
 Voice recording and videotaping are NOT allowed without instructor’s permission in advance. 
 Turn off your cell phone, blackberries, and other electronic devices (including headsets and i-


pod). You are NOT allowed to answer your phone calls or to send text messages during the 
class meeting time. 


 Laptop computer is not allowed. 
 I often communicate via e-mail, e.g., changes of schedule, announcement, etc. Thus, pay 


attention to the e-mail messages from me. It is your responsibility to manage your e-mail 
account. I do not have an obligation to respond to any “non-knight” e-mails. 


 Students who add this class later have a full responsibility to catch up with materials and 
announcement that they missed.  


 An individual who is not enrolled in this course is not allowed to be in the classroom during 
the class time. 


 The instructor reserves the right to adjust the syllabus in the course of the semester/session. 
 
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all 
persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students who 
need accommodations must be registered with Student Disability Services, Ferrell Commons Room 
185, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting 
accommodations from the professor (Please notify me no later than the end of the first week of class 
concerning any academic accommodations you will need). 
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TENTATIVE SCHEDULE 
 


Day 1 (May 18). Introduction, Basics of Politics and Political Science 
Introduction to the course.  Review Syllabus. 
Reading: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 1 “Introduction” (pp. 2-6) 
 
Day 2 (May 19). Analyzing Politics, Comparative Methods 
Readings: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 1 “Introduction” (pp. 6-10) 
Choose one from the following 
 Hoover, Kenneth, and Todd Donovan.  The Elements of Social Scientific Thinking.  11th 


Edition. Boston: Wadsworth/Cengage Learning, 2013 (Ch. 2 “The Elements of Science,” 
pp. 12-39). 


 King, Gary, Robert R. Keohane, and Sidney Verba.  Designing Social Inquiry: Scientific 
Inference in Qualitative Research.  Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1994.  (Ch. 
1 “The Science in Social Science,” pp. 3-33). 


 
Day 3 (May 20). Development of Comparative Politics    
Readings: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 1 “Introduction” (pp. 11-25) 
 
Day 4 (May 21). Development of State 
Reading: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 2 “States” (pp. 26-40) 
 
Day 5 (May 25). State Power 
Reading: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 2 “States” (pp. 40-54) 
 
Day 6 (May 26). Nations, Society, Ideology 
Reading: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 3 “Nations and Society” (pp. 56-88) 
 
Day 8 (May 27). Political Economy 
Reading: 
 O’Neil, Ch. 4, “Political Economy” (pp. 90-124) 
 
Day 7(May 28). Examination I 
 
Day 9 (June 1). Democratic Governance 
Reading: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 5 “Democratic Regimes” (pp. 126-136) 
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Day 10 (June 2). Elections 
Reading: 
O’Neil, Ch. 5 “Democratic Regimes” (pp. 147-160) 
 
Days 11 and 12 (June 3, 4). Political Parties and Constitutional Design 
Reading: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 5 “Democratic Regimes” (pp. 136-147) 
 
Day 13 (June 8). Examination II 
 
Days 14 and 15 (June 9, 10). Nondemocracies 
Reading: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 6 “Nondemocratic Regimes” (pp. 162-191) 
 
Day 16 (June 11). Communism 
Reading: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 9 “Communism and Postcommunism” (pp. 256-273) 
 
Days 17 and 18 (June 15, 16). Postcommunism 
Reading: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 9 “Communism and Postcommunism” (pp. 273-289) 
 
Day 19 (June 17). Examination III 
 
Days 20 and 21 (June 18, 19). Imperialism, Post Imperialism, Democratization 
Reading: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 10 “Less-Developed and Newly Industrializing Countries” (pp. 290-321) 
 
Days 22 and 23 (June 22, 23). Globalization 
Reading: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 11 “Globalization” (pp. 322-350) 
 
Day 24 (June 24). Political Violence 
Reading: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 7 “Political Violence” (pp. 192-223) 
 
Day 25 (June 25). Final Examination 
Good luck! 


 5 








Summer D 2015 PUP 3203 Environmental 
Politics 


 
 


 


THIS IS A SERVICE LEARNING COURSE, REQUIRING 20 HOURS OF SERVICE 
WHICH MUST BE COMPLETE BY 7/17/15 


 
Instructor: Peter Jacques Office 
Hours: M/T 11-Noon HPH 302 
407-823-2608 
Peter.Jacques@ucf.edu  (urgent issues only) 
Coursemail for all normal issues 


 
Note that the Course Protocols, available in Webcourses, are a part of this syllabus. Please 
read everything before asking questions. 


 
Course Description 
In this class we will survey several topics and dimensions of environmental politics, primarily as 
they relate to domestic US concerns including the dynamics and history of environmentalism and 
the environmental movement, common pool resource problems, environmental justice concerns, 
and the regulatory conditions for making policy. 


Course Objectives: 
 


In this course you will do more than learn material, though there is lot to learn! The course 
objectives here work on several levels. 


Academic: Students will come to understand a broad history of U.S. environmentalism, anti- 
environmentalism, and thinking.  Students will learn about environmental ethics and policy, 
common pool and collective action problems in the environment, environmental justice, and the 
general institutional environment within which environmental policies are made (or ignored). 
Further, in addition to topical training, students will continue to intensively improve their 
writing, research, and evaluation skills through written essays and systematic reviews of peer 
writing. 


Civic: Students will evaluate, synthesize and apply models of civic theory to environmental 
problems. We will confront and interrogate what it means to be a citizen of a community, and 
how ecology interacts with our expectations of civic responsibility. 


Personal: In addition to learning, students of this course will reflect upon the notion of service, 
and consider their own expectations for environmental citizenship in a changing Earth system. 
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Students will devote time and energy with others working on environmental challenges to think 
about what kind of life they want to live. 


Required Course Material 
 
♦ Environmental Policy Paradox, 6th edition by Zachary Smith, Prentice Hall.--- (referred to as 


EPP here). 
♦ The Monkeywrench Gang, Edward Abbey 
♦ New York Times  at least 3x weekly (NYT)  Freely available at the library. OR, pay for 


student home delivery call NYT at 1-800 NYTIMES. Make sure you say you want the cheaper 
student subscription. 


 
 


Grade Categories Description of the requirements Weight toward 
final grade (out of 


1000pnts) 


Peer-reviews Dependent on the timeliness, quality of 
your feedback and evaluation. 


200 


Formal Essays Synthesis-oriented writing where writing 
style and quality matter more. 


400 


4 Exams Based on knowledge of the readings and 
modules, 100 points each 


400 


 
 


In this class you will learn to think about environmental politics, hone your writing and thinking 
skills, and develop skills for evaluation and critical thinking but you will come out of the process 
with a lot under your belt. 


General approach:  Read. Write. Get feedback, evaluate your peer’s work,  re-think, revise. 
Strengthen our thinking and writing while we come to understand US environmental politics in a 
thorough manner. Every first submission of every essay is a draft because writing/thinking is 
iterative and requires editing.  Revision is required to advance our thinking. You will review 
several drafts of your peers and you will receive several reviews of your essays. We will not 
grade your first drafts. You will then submit a final draft of every essay, but in order to have 
these graded there must be a first draft submitted on time. 







 
 
Exams: 75 minute exams, 50 questions, 100 points available each, all based on course 
material of the specific module, found in the “Quizzes” section of canvas. 


OBLIGATORY NOTE FROM UCF ADMINISTRATION: As of Fall 2014, all faculty are 
required to document students’ academic activity at the beginning of each course. In order to 
document that you began this course, please complete the syllabus quiz by the end of the first 
week of classes or as soon as possible after adding the course, but no later than January 16th. 
Failure to do so may result in a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid. 


ESSAY DIRECTIONS. SEE WEBCOURSES FOR DUE DATES AND TIMES 
 
Each essay will have specific directions about how to focus your thoughts in their respective assignment 
area in webcourses.  All essays are submitted first as drafts for peer review. First Draft of Essays, to be 
counted as complete and for you to have your final essays graded must have: 


• Between 1000-1200 words 
• Appropriately use and citation of APA of 3 assigned readings from the current module, 


unless otherwise directed in the assignment. 
 
Each draft should make a best attempt at having: 


• grammatically sound, well-structured English with the basic writing conventions. 
• a clear, coherent, and logical argument 


 


Final Draft of Essays 
• Same criteria as the first draft, however you must include a brief introductory note 


on what the peer-review feedback prompted you to reform and rethink. 
• Is graded by myself or the GTA 


 


Conducting Peer-Review 
• You will be working in the same peer-review group through the term and will receive 


and complete reviews of each of your peers  in that group. This will take time—
probably 30 minutes for each paper, plan for it. Peer review is required for this course 
because it is an essential part of writing and learning to evaluate ideas, so don’t treat it 
as busy-work if you want to gain the most from this course.  


• You will be graded on your ability to evaluate and think about other people’s 
propositions, which means thinking about the substance of the position, its support, 
articulation, and meaning. Do not try to protect the author’s feelings—don’t be 
purposefully mean-- but cut to the chase as a favor to them and as practice honing your 
evaluative abilities.  Do not suggest revisions, you are merely responding to the paper 
based on the guidelines below. 


• Start with a positive comment, this loosens you and the reader up and lays the ground 
for the real work.  
 







• Respond to the paper on these grounds:   
• Re-phrase the author’s thesis/proposition and state their assumptions with 


support. 
• Identify the support used for this proposition. Does this support come from 


assigned reading?  Is each support used a) in passing  b) with some detail 
from the reading  c) with more than three details from the reading 


• What will the consequences of this proposition be? Who will gain and who 
will lose from this proposition? Who will it empower? 


• What is the effect of this proposition on the “public good,” as far as you can 
tell?  


• Where does the author place responsibility- the individual, government, civil 
society, corporations, or somewhere else/combination? What are the 
repercussions of placing responsibility where it is? 


• Based on your assessment, assign a score out of 100 that you think that me, 
the instructor, or the GTA would assign if we were to grade it and include a 
brief rationale.  
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Jump to Today
Course Syllabus


Instructor Contact


Instructor: Barry Edwards, J.D., Ph.D.


Office: Howard Phillips Hall 311A


Office Hours: Tues. 9 - 11 am and by appointment


Phone: 407-823-2608


E-mail: barry.edwards@ucf.edu


Course Information


Course Name: Judicial Process and Politics


Course ID & Section: POS 4284-DW59


Credit Hours: 3


Semester/Year: Summer 2015


Web Only Course


Course Description


Judicial Process and Politics examines the role of the judiciary in American society. In this course, we will primarily be concerned with the


process of law, rather than the product of legal processes. The law is not simply a collection of outcomes, policies, decisions and decrees.


Law is also a method for transforming contentious issues into enforced solutions. But this process is far from simple or mechanical.


Abstract rules and general principles provide some guidance in this transformation of contentiousness, but social norms, broader public


understanding, and strategies of legal interpretation also play a role in this process.


A number of important questions will concern us throughout this course. Beyond understanding the mechanics of how courts function, the


players who are involved and their role in society, we want to form opinions on how the judicial process ought to function. How should


judges interpret decisions? How should the Supreme Court decide cases? If the current process is flawed, then what should replace it?


This course provides information so that you will be able to form your own responses to those questions. Political scientists often do not


agree on how those queries should be answered; this course will present some of their theories. Then you will evaluate the merits of any


particular answer compared to other possibilities.


University Course Catalog Description: Study of the formal and informal judicial process. Legal culture, bureaucratic model, judicial


recruitment and outputs, comparative judicial behavior.


Course prerequisites: ENC 1102 (Freshman Composition II), POS 2041 (American National Government) or consent of the instructor. 


Course Objectives


Understand terminology and concepts related to judicial process and politics


Understand basic history and organizational principles of U.S. court system


Identify fundamental issues in judicial process and politics in order to think critically about law and courts


Develop in-depth understanding of a particular judicial process through direct observation and critical analysis


Required Text and Supplemental Readings


REQUIRED: Neubauer, David, and Stephen Meinhold. 2013.  Judicial Process: Law, Courts, and Politics in the United States, Sixth


Edition. Boston, MA: Wadsworth, Cengage Learning (hereafter “Neubauer & Meinhold”).  See on Amazon  (http://www.amazon.com


/Judicial-Process-Courts-Politics-United/dp/1111357560/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1413476786&sr=1-1)
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Additional readings will be announced and/or distributed online.  In particular, these readings will focus on rulings from the most recent


Supreme Court term(s), and articles regarding the various uses of federal and state judicial power.


Course Requirements


Your final grade is based on following components:


Final Exam (20%) – The final examination is cumulative and will require students to apply their understanding of the subject matter in a


constructive manner.  Students can expect a mix of multiple choice, short answer, and essay questions.  At least one of the essay


questions will require students to apply course material to a hypothetical situation.


1. 


Module Review Exercises (10%) - Each substantive module in this course contains at least one exercise design to increase your


understanding of the assigned material.


2. 


Module Quizzes (40%) - Each substantive module in this course includes a short quiz to test your understanding of the assigned


material.  Module quizzes consist of multiple choice, true-false, and short answer questions.


3. 


Proposal for Civic Engagement Project (5%) - A significant component of this course will be your gaining some first-hand experience of


the judicial process in action.  Our state and federal judicial systems are diverse and offer abundant opportunities to study law and


courts in action.  Think about what areas of law and judicial processes interest you the most and identify a specific proceeding you


could observe this semester.


4. 


Feedback on Peers' Civic Engagement Proposal (5%) - Students should share thoughtful comments and questions about other


students' proposals for civic engagement projects.  


5. 


Civic Engagement Exercise Final Report (20%) – You will document your experience by writing a 4-5 page final report on your


research.  The assignment pages contain more information about this assignment. 


6. 


Missed Assignments/Make-Ups/Extra Credit


Make-ups for in-class writing, quizzes, the midterm, or the final exam will only be allowed for official University activities or personal


emergencies.  Written documentation is required.  Make-up assessments may be different.  There is no extra credit available.


Late Work


Completing all your work by the specified dues dates is important to your success in this class.  Late work will be penalized.  Your score on


late work will be reduced 10% per day late.  For example, if receive a score of 9 our of 10 on a quiz two days after it was due (i.e. you took


a quiz due Sunday on Tuesday instead), your score will be reduced 20%, so you will receive a 7.2 out of 10 on that quiz.  You will receive


no credit for work complete ten or more days after its due date.  However, because modules unlock only after your have completed prior


modules, so you will still need to finish your work (for no credit) to complete this class. 


Grading Scale


>=93 90-92 87-89 83-86 80-82 77-79 73-76 70-72 67-69 63-66 60-62 <=59


A A- B+ B B- C+ C C- D+ D D- F


Grades of "Incomplete"


Incomplete grades are given only in situations where unexpected emergencies prevent a student from completing the course and the


remaining work can be completed the next semester. Your instructor is the final authority on whether you qualify for an incomplete.


Incomplete work must be finished by the end of the subsequent semester or the “I” will automatically be recorded as an “F” on your


transcript.


Group Work Policy


There are no group projects in this class.  You are welcome to discuss course material with other students, but you are responsible for your


own work. 
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Date Details


Wed May 20, 2015 Evidence of Academic Engagement (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1105573/assignments


/3866104)


due by 5pm


Academic Honesty


Plagiarism and cheating of any kind on an examination, quiz, or assignment will result at least in an "F" for that assignment (and may,


depending on the severity of the case, lead to an "F" for the entire course) and may be subject to appropriate referral to the Office of


Student Conduct (http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/faq#students) for further action. See the UCF Golden Rule (http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/)


 for further information. I will assume for this course that you will adhere to the academic creed of this University and will maintain the


highest standards of academic integrity. In other words, don't cheat by giving answers to others or taking them from anyone else. I will also


adhere to the highest standards of academic integrity, so please do not ask me to change (or expect me to change) your grade


illegitimately or to bend or break rules for one person that will not apply to everyone.


University Writing Center


The University Writing Center (UWC) is a free resource for UCF undergraduates and graduates. At the UWC, a trained writing consultant


will work individually with you on anything you're writing (in or out of class), at any point in the writing process from brainstorming to editing.


Appointments are recommended, but not required. For more information or to make an appointment, visit the UWC website


(http://www.uwc.ucf.edu) , stop by MOD 608, or call 407.823.2197.


You do not need to come to the UCF campus to receive help from a trained writing tutor.  As a UCF student, you have access to writing


tutors at the UCF Online Writing Center.  You can schedule an online consultation (http://uwc.ucf.edu/schedule.php) with a writing tutor. 


You can get the help you need to complete the Final Report of your Civic Engagement Project online at a time convenient to you!  This


service is free to you. 


Disability Statement


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus is


available in alternate formats upon request. Students with disabilities who need accommodations in this course must contact the professor


at the beginning of the semester to discuss needed accommodations. No accommodations will be provided until the student has met with


the professor to request accommodations. Students who need accommodations must be registered with Student Disability Services


(http://www.sds.ucf.edu/) , Ferrell Commons, 7F, Room 185, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before


requesting accommodations from the professor.


Copyright


This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, images, text materials, etc. These items are being used


with regard to the Fair Use doctrine in order to enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, download or distribute


these items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for this online classroom environment and your use only. All copyright materials


are credited to the copyright holder.


Third-Party Software and FERPA


During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or software applications sometimes called third-party


software such as a blog or wiki. While some of these could be required assignments, you need not make any personally identifying


information on a public site. Do not post or provide any private information about yourself or your classmates. Where appropriate you may


use a pseudonym or nickname. Some written assignments posted publicly may require personal reflection/comments, but the assignments


will not require you to disclose any personally identity-sensitive information. If you have any concerns about this, please contact your


instructor.


Financial Aid Requirement


As of Fall, 2014, all faculty are required to document students' academic activity at the beginning of each course.  In order to document that


you began this course, please complete the the Syllabus Quiz by the end of the first week of classes or as soon as possible after


adding the course.  Failure to do so may result in a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid.
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Date Details


Syllabus Quiz (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1105573/assignments/3866094) due by


11:59pm


Sun May 24, 2015 Read Neubauer & Meinhold, pp. 1-15 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1098893&


include_contexts=course_1105573#7b2273686f77223a2267726f75705f636f757273655f31313035353733227d)


12am


Law, Courts & Politics Module Quiz (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1105573/assignments


/3866092)


due by


11:59pm


Law, Courts, and Politics Hangman (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1105573/assignments


/3866126)


due by


11:59pm


Wed May 27, 2015 Read Neubauer & Meinhold, pp. 16-47 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1098897&


include_contexts=course_1105573#7b2273686f77223a2267726f75705f636f757273655f31313035353733227d)


12am


Law and Legal Systems Module Quiz (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1105573/assignments


/3866099)


due by


11:59pm


Law and Legal Systems Vocab Word Search (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1105573


/assignments/3866125)


due by


11:59pm


Sun May 31, 2015 Read Neubauer & Meinhold, pp. 48-82 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1098898&


include_contexts=course_1105573#7b2273686f77223a2267726f75705f636f757273655f31313035353733227d)


12am


Federal Courts Crossword (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1105573/assignments/3866124) due by


11:59pm


Federal Courts Module Quiz (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1105573/assignments/3866090) due by


11:59pm


Wed Jun 3, 2015 Read Neubauer & Meinhold, pp. 83-116 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1098899&


include_contexts=course_1105573#7b2273686f77223a2267726f75705f636f757273655f31313035353733227d)


12am


State Courts Jeopardy Game (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1105573/assignments/3866127) due by


11:59pm


State Courts Module Quiz (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1105573/assignments/3866093) due by


11:59pm


Submit Your Proposal for Civic Engagement Project & Provide Feedback on Peers' Proposals


(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1105573/assignments/3866121)


due by


11:59pm


Sun Jun 7, 2015 Peer Reviews on Civic Engagement Proposals Due (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1098892&


include_contexts=course_1105573#7b2273686f77223a2267726f75705f636f757273655f31313035353733227d)


12am


Read Neubauer & Meinhold, pp. 117-155 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1098900&


include_contexts=course_1105573#7b2273686f77223a2267726f75705f636f757273655f31313035353733227d)


12am


Lawyers and Legal Representation Crossword Puzzle (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1105573


/assignments/3866128)


due by


11:59pm


Lawyers and Legal Representation Module Quiz (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1105573


/assignments/3866096)


due by


11:59pm


Wed Jun 10, 2015 Read Neubauer & Meinhold, pp. 156-193 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1098901&


include_contexts=course_1105573#7b2273686f77223a2267726f75705f636f757273655f31313035353733227d)


12am


Judges Hangman Game (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1105573/assignments/3866129) due by


11:59pm
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Date Details


Judges Module Quiz (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1105573/assignments/3866101) due by


11:59pm


Sun Jun 14, 2015 Read Neubauer & Meinhold, pp. 194-220 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1098902&


include_contexts=course_1105573#7b2273686f77223a2267726f75705f636f757273655f31313035353733227d)


12am


Mobilizing the Law Jeopardy Game (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1105573/assignments


/3866130)


due by


11:59pm


Mobilizing the Law Module Quiz (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1105573/assignments/3866097) due by


11:59pm


Wed Jun 17, 2015 Read Neubauer & Meinhold, pp. 221-250 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1098903&


include_contexts=course_1105573#7b2273686f77223a2267726f75705f636f757273655f31313035353733227d)


12am


Criminal Justice: Preliminary Stages Module Quiz (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1105573


/assignments/3866106)


due by


11:59pm


Criminal Justice: Preliminary Stages Review Game (Sequencer) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/courses/1105573/assignments/3866138)


due by


11:59pm


Sun Jun 21, 2015 Read Neubauer & Meinhold, pp. 251-288 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1098904&


include_contexts=course_1105573#7b2273686f77223a2267726f75705f636f757273655f31313035353733227d)


12am


Criminal Justice Word Search (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1105573/assignments/3866131) due by


11:59pm


Criminal Justice: Bargaining and Sentencing Module Quiz (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1105573/assignments/3866105)


due by


11:59pm


Wed Jun 24, 2015 Read Neubauer & Meinhold, pp. 289-321 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1098905&


include_contexts=course_1105573#7b2273686f77223a2267726f75705f636f757273655f31313035353733227d)


12am


Civil Litigation: Disputing Pyramid Sequencer (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1105573


/assignments/3866140)


due by


11:59pm


Civil Litigation: How Cases Begin Module Quiz (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1105573


/assignments/3866095)


due by


11:59pm


Sun Jun 28, 2015 Read Neubauer & Meinhold, pp. 322-349 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1098906&


include_contexts=course_1105573#7b2273686f77223a2267726f75705f636f757273655f31313035353733227d)


12am


Civil Litigation Crossword Puzzle (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1105573/assignments/3866132) due by


11:59pm


Civil Litigation: How Cases End Module Quiz (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1105573


/assignments/3866091)


due by


11:59pm


Wed Jul 1, 2015 Read Neubauer & Meinhold, pp. 350-380 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1098907&


include_contexts=course_1105573#7b2273686f77223a2267726f75705f636f757273655f31313035353733227d)


12am


Trials and Juries Module Quiz (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1105573/assignments/3866100) due by


11:59pm


Trials and Juries Sequencer (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1105573/assignments/3866133) due by


11:59pm


Sun Jul 5, 2015 Read Neubauer & Meinhold, pp. 381-413 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1098908&


include_contexts=course_1105573#7b2273686f77223a2267726f75705f636f757273655f31313035353733227d)


12am


The Appellate Process Hangman Game (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1105573/assignments


/3866134)


due by


11:59pm
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Date Details


The Appellate Process Module Quiz (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1105573/assignments


/3866103)


due by


11:59pm


Wed Jul 8, 2015 Read Neubauer & Meinhold, pp. 414-445 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1098909&


include_contexts=course_1105573#7b2273686f77223a2267726f75705f636f757273655f31313035353733227d)


12am


U.S. Supreme Court Agenda Setting Crossword Puzzle (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1105573


/assignments/3866135)


due by


11:59pm


U.S. Supreme Court Agenda Setting Module Quiz (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1105573


/assignments/3866102)


due by


11:59pm


Sun Jul 12, 2015 Read Neubauer & Meinhold, pp. 446-484 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1098910&


include_contexts=course_1105573#7b2273686f77223a2267726f75705f636f757273655f31313035353733227d)


12am


Put Landmark U.S. Supreme Court Decisions in Sequence (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1105573/assignments/3866136)


due by


11:59pm


U.S. Supreme Court Justices and Their Decisions Module Quiz (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1105573/assignments/3866107)


due by


11:59pm


Wed Jul 15, 2015 Upload Your Civic Engagement Project: Final Report (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1105573/assignments/3866123)


due by


11:59pm


Sun Jul 19, 2015 Final Exam (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1105573/assignments/3866098) due by 11:59pm
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UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL FLORIDA 
SUMMER 2015 


 


Course Syllabus-Outline    Instructor, Robert S. Bass  


American National Government-Pos 2041  Office: TBA/D  


       Cell - 407.341.6355  
 


I. POS 2041: Course Description 


Theory, organization, principles and functions of national 


government, stressing relationships of individual to all levels of 


government in our political system.  


 


II. Texts and Materials 


We the People an introduction to American politics - Ninth (9th) 


shorter edition - Ginsberg, Lowi and Weir 


 


III. Course Calendar and Schedule (subject to revision) 
 


 


Lecture/Meeting Topics         Chapters 
 


 1  Introduction      1 


2  American Political Culture   1 


3 & 4    Constitutional Democracy    2 


5  Federalism      3 


6  Examination One     (May 27th) 


7-8  Civil Liberties     4 


9-10  Civil Rights      5 


11-12  Public Opinion/The Media   6 & 7 


13  Examination Two     (June 9th)  


14  Political Participation      8  


15                 Voting/Political Parties     9  


16-17  Campaigns and Elections    10 


18-19  Group and Interests    11 


20  Examination Three (June 18nd) 


21  Congress      12  


 22  Presidency      13 


23  The Federal Courts    15 


24  Examination Four/TBA 
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IV. Evaluation, Testing and Grading 


There will be four (4) examinations of equal value this session.  Each 


exam will cover only the units specified including targeted lectures, 


class discussions, materials, online assignments and media during that 


unit.  


 


A= 90-100% 


B=80-89%  


C=70-79% 


D=60-69% 


F=below 60% 


 


V. Student Responsibilities 


Students are responsible for all reading of text and handout material 


prior to class meeting covering those topics.  If you have difficulty 


with any of the reading or lecture material, please see instructor 


immediately.  Attendance is expected for every class meeting.  


However, should a class be missed, students are responsible for 


obtaining any information, notes or materials that were missed.  In the 


event an emergency causes an examination to be missed, one make-up 


exam may be taken within three (3) days after the scheduled exam.  


For all procedures and policies, refer to the UCF catalog and/or 


website. 


 


VI. Student Competencies 


Students will be given opportunities to think critically and make 


reasoned choices by acquiring, analyzing, synthesizing and evaluating 


data.  In addition, reading, listening, writing and speaking effectively 


will be promoted and practiced. 


 


 


 


VII. CLAST Competencies 


Reading skill, essay construction and English language skills are 


integral functions of this course. 


 
 


VIII.   GEP Objectives for POS 2041 


 


Students who complete POS 2041 will demonstrate knowledge of 


American political philosophical and structural foundations 
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Students who complete POS 2041 will demonstrate knowledge of 


American governmental institutions  


 


Students who complete POS 2041 will demonstrate knowledge of 


American political behavior 


 


Students who complete POS 2041 will demonstrate knowledge of 


American public policy 


 


Students who complete POS 2041 will be able to critically evaluate 


core aspects of American political and government 


 


Students who complete POS 2041 will understand how diversity in 


the United States impacts American politics and government 


 


Students who complete POS 2041 will demonstrate effective 


communication pertinent to American politics and government 


 


IX. Federal Financial Regulation Compliance:   Recording Academic 


Activity.  BACE submission for Week 1 of this term.   
 


As of Fall 2014, all faculty members have been required to 


document students’ academic activity at the beginning of each 


course.  In order to document that you began this course,  


complete the BACE academic activity by the end of the first week 


of classes.  Failure to do so will result in a delay in the 


disbursement of your financial aid.   


 
 


This is an interesting and important course.  It is my desire that 


you should gain much insight and understanding of our 


governmental institutions, procedures and individuals.  You are 


encouraged to express your opinions and thoughts as the class 


evolves. 
 








POS 3940 Internship 
Sumer 2015 


Instructor: Peter Jacques 
 


Office Hrs: M/T 11-Noon 
Office: Philips Hall 311E 
Phone 407-823-6773 
FAX: 407-823-0051 
E-Mail Peter.Jacques@ucf.edu 


 


CAVEAT DISCIPULI  ---- Course Protocols available in canvas/webcourses are part of this syllabus, students are expected to read 
the syllabus and protocols prior to asking questions. If you ask questions that are already answered in the syllabus or Course 
Protocols, we can deduct points from your overall grade. Also, professional etiquette is part of your overall grade and all 
assignments of up to 15% of your overall course grade. 


 
Course Description 
As a restricted registration course, the work here is agreed upon and signed by the departmental internship coordinator, the 
Chair, the College of Science, and the student. In addition to the coursework detailed in this syllabus, students are accepted to 
intern at an agreed upon location where they spend at least the agreed upon number of hours a week specified on the 
restricted registration and is relative to the course credit in order to gain professional experience and learn from the mentors at 
their site. 


 
Course Objectives: 
Internship objectives are to reflexively learn about the discipline of political science through experience in the field and through 
coursework that requires students to use discipline-specific knowledge and methods as a way to understand the field more 
completely. 


 
Required Textbooks: none 


Assignments: 


 


Grade Categories Description of the requirements Weight toward 
final grade 
(1000pnts) 


Journal Entries Daily logs organized and submitted 1x a 
week. 


250 


Hours worked Submitted on one page, with hours added 
up per week, turned in by last day of 
classes 


500 


Research Paper Turned in through various phases 
throughout the semester, complete by last 
day of classes. 


250 


 
All assignments will be turned into the “Assignments” section of webcourses. 
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As of Fall 2014, all faculty are required to document students’ academic activity at the 
beginning of each course. In order to document that you began this course, please complete 
the syllabus quiz by the end of the first week of classes or as soon as possible after adding 
the course, but no later than August 27th. Failure to do so may result in a delay in the 
disbursement of your financial aid. 


 
 


Journal Entries 
 


 


 


These are 2 paragraphs for each day: one paragraph on what you did, duties, etc…, and a second 
paragraph on what this work has to do with political science. 


 
If you work 3 days in a week, you should have 6 paragraphs all together that you will submit that 
week. These are simple pass/fail assignments. 


 


Hours Worked Log 
 


 


 


This is worth ½ of your entire internship grade, and we may ask your supervisor for their 
assessment of these hours worked which can be a portion of this grade.  Before the last day of 
classes, submit one document that lists every week you worked, with the dates you worked, and 
how many hours. 


 
Total the week’s hours, and at the bottom total the hours for the semester and list the email 
contact for your supervisor at the site, as they will be asked to complete a survey at the end of 
term. Also indicate how many credits you are earning. 


 


Research Policy Paper Components 
 


 


 


Follow the guidelines for a Policy Paper outlined here:  
http://www.bu.edu/pardeeschool/academics/graduate/current/papers/policy/ 


 


Each of these assignments will become a part of your final research paper, due dates are in 
Canvas.  I can help you take it to the next level, such as publishing in the UCF Undergrad 
Research Journal, presenting at the Showcase of Undergraduate Research (SURE), all of which 
would make you eligible for UCF Undergrad researcher of the month, better grad school 
applications, and other opportunities. 


 
Clear your research 


 
1. Policy area and Data: 50 points 
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a. Explain in 500 words or less the issue area you will write on, and data you will 
use and why. Your policy area for the paper should be specific, such as, should 
the US send aid to Israel, or should the US invest in more wind power. Data need 
to be systematic, representative, and reliable (and available!). Data are things you 
can measure. Data are not captured by reading the academic literature unless you 
are doing a sophisticated meta-analysis (you won’t be doing that at this stage). If 
you are confused you should contact me. In this case, you will only be using 
“descriptive data” where we are looking at simple arrangement of things being 
counted, like people (census), or cars (registrations), or burglaries at UCF, etc…. 
These will then be used to inform your analysis. s 


2. Annotated Bibliography: 100 points. 15 academic sources, at least 10 need to be 
academic journal articles, and you would find these in databases organized by the library. 
Reference librarians are there to help you understand library resources, so ask if you have 
a question.  Directions for this are below, follow them precisely. 


3. Formal Policy Paper. 2000-2500 words. 100 points. The paper should have the 
components found at the Guidelines site noted above 
[http://www.bu.edu/pardeeschool/academics/graduate/current/papers/policy] . Writing a 
policy paper means you are assessing a issue and indicating the situation, the options, and 
indicating the apparent best one.  You must use at least 10 of the sources in your 
annotated bibliography, accurately using APA format (see library website), properly 
attribute concepts and findings in these articles, and write a logically coherent narrative in 
proper English, and incorporate the data source to inform your conclusions.  The data 
must be in placed in the form of a table or graph, and explained fully in the narrative. 
Papers will be run through plagiarism prevention software.  


 
 


Bibliography Directions—IMPORTANT, follow these precisely: 
 
Annotations, or brief explanations, must be your own—you will need to actually read the 
material you are putting in the bibliography, even if it is summarized and offered in the 
collaborative discussions or in other forms. 
An annotated bibliography is a listing of sources with their full citation and an explanation of the 
source’s contribution and relevance. The purpose of annotated bibliographies is to help you 
organize your thoughts about what your sources are telling you and how you can use these 
thoughts into your own narrative as reasoned support. You may not use textbooks. 
You are required to describe 15 sources.  10 of which need to be peer reviewed journal 
articles, only 3 may be web-based, and any web based source needs to be "legitimate" which 
means that for example, government sources are fine to get from the internet. 


 
 
 
Format of the bibliography 
You must use the format below in your bibliography. 
A summation of research does not say "I liked it" or "I thought it was dumb, brilliant, or 
thrilling." The bibliography should describe the contribution that this reference is making to your 
final paper. You are really answering, "What does it mean?" and "Why is it important?". Please 
number your entries for my convenience.  And-- needless to say, copying the abstracts into the 
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bibliography is plagiarism and grounds for failure of the class-- everything must be in your 
own words. 
Entry #1:   Peer Reviewed? Yes 
Goodland, Robert. 1995. "The Concept of Sustainability," Annual Review of Ecology and 
Systematics, 26, 1-24. 
Main point: Goodland distinguishes various kinds of sustainability, provides a history of 
sustainability, draws out the conceptual differences between growth and development, placed 
sustainability within political development, provides the systematic requirements for ecological 
sustainability, and lays out causes of un-sustainability. Goodland’s discussion restricts the 
expansive meaning of the term “sustainability” in order to bring more specific meaning to 
discussion and thinking about sustainability. Goodland specifically focuses environmental 
sustainability, and follows much of Daly’s work on this point regarding equilibrium economics, 
where expansive and exponential growth cannot occur infinitely in a finite ecological biosphere. 
Relates to my research because: Goodland provides a framework for understanding 
sustainability, which allows me to compare concepts, rationality, and assumptions of competing 
notions of sustainability.  If Goodland is correct in his assertions about ecological systemic 
constraints, then economic growth and human use of the biosphere must fit within these limits, 
or suffer collapse. 
This means that: I will be able to define and frame the terms and limits of sustainability using 
Goodlands work on the matter, and will be able to counter the idea that the term “sustainability” 
is without meaning or is too vague to have importance or serve as a guiding principle. Also, 
ecological sustainability is a foundational condition for social and economic sustainability, and 
operates as a first condition.  However, it remains a problem that ecological sustainability may 
be unattainable without social and economic justice, transparency, and prudence. 
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University of Central Florida 


POT 4066 Contemporary Political Theory 
Summer D 2015 


Instructor: Dr. Daniel Marien 
Teaching Assistant: Marcos Degaut Pontes 


 


Course Information 
 
Office Hours:    Online consultation nearly 24/7 at: 


Daniel.Marien@ucf.edu or via course email.  
Alternative Email Address:  danielmarien@yahoo.com  
 


Basic Expectations 
 
Students are expected to: (1) always have a working connection to the internet; (2) to 
promptly procure the textbook; (3) to regularly log-on to the course’s website in 
Webcourses; (4) to take quizzes and submit postings in due time; (5) to regularly 
consult the Announcements function in Webcourses (for general updates on course 
progress); and (6) to regularly consult their Knights email (for personal messages).  


Course Contents 
 
This course in political philosophy focuses on the concept of social justice. We explore 
three broad approaches to answering this central question in politics: “What is fair?”  
 
One approach is based on the promotion of individual freedom. Another focuses on the 
maximization of pleasure or utility. A third is shaped by the pursuit of virtue, i.e. notions 
of the good life. Each broad approach can spawn multiple versions. We use an 
engaging book by Harvard University Professor Michael Sandel to guide us in this 
exploration in the first half of the semester.  
 
In the second half of the semester, these three approaches are applied to four different 
concrete issues: (1) should prostitution be legalized? (2) are immigration restrictions 
morally legitimate? (3) are deepening economic inequalities morally neutral and 
acceptable? (4) should access to higher education be provided for free by the 
community to all academically qualified persons?  
 
Students will select one such question and write two brief essays on it.  



mailto:Daniel.Marien@ucf.edu
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Overall, this course provides an exciting opportunity to enlarge and enrich how we make 
judgments about the central questions of what is just and unjust, fair and unfair in policy, 
society, and economy. You may look at it as education for better citizenship.  
 


Course Goals and Objectives 


• Course Goals 
 
By the end of this course, students will be able to: 
 


1. To explain and describe the themes, assumptions, ideas, and practical 
conclusions of three broad approaches to the concept of justice: utility, liberty 
and virtue. 


2. To apply the three foregoing approaches to specific, concrete and controversial 
issues.   


3. To demonstrate abilities in critical thinking, effective communication and writing, 
and attentive reading 


 


Course Materials 
 
 
You will need to have access to the following: 


A/ Textbook  


Michael Sandel, Justice: What’s the Right Thing to Do? New York: Farrar, Straus and 
Giroux, 2009, ISBN: 978-0-374-5350-5. 


B/ Essay Related Materials 
 
Other required materials will be made available in electronic form in Webcourses under 
Files in due time.  
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Assessment Description 
 


Weekly Quizzes on Sandel’s Book: 25 points 


Each quiz will count from 10 to 20 multiple choice questions. Time will be limited. You 
have access to the book. The quiz opens on Mondays at 9:00 A.M. and closes that 
Monday evening at 11:59 P.M. (for May 25th; June 1st; June 8th; 15th).  


 


Answers to Discussion Questions: 20 points 


Each week every student must post their answers to discussion questions in the general 
Weekly Discussion Board in Webcourses. The general Weekly Board closes on Monday 
evenings at 11:59 A.M. (for May 25th; June 1st; June 8th; 15th). 


Discussion questions are communicated in the weekly module, available in Webcourses 
under Modules, one week ahead of the submission deadline. For example, questions 
with a submission deadline of May 25 are circulated in the WEEK 1 Module available 
under Files starting May 18. The readings assignments in the various Modules are also 
stated in the Course Outline below (see Course Schedule) 


Discussion questions will be of three kinds: reading comprehension; application, 
evaluation. Reading comprehension questions test your understanding of the 
assigned readings. Application questions challenge you to apply a concept defined in 
the readings in a different context or to a different example than the one referred to in 
the readings. This is also a way of verifying that you understand the reading. 
Evaluation questions solicit your considerate judgment on an issue, idea or concept. 
Develop an argument grounded in reasons and data. Avoid making unsupported 
assertions.  


Each weekly posting by an individual student must be written in good academic English 
(avoid imprecise or familiar language) and add up to a minimum of 600 original words 
(all answers taken together).  


 


Engaging Class Participants on Sandel: 5 points + Extra Credit Opportunity 


You are expected to engage classmates on their answers to evaluation questions 
related to Sandel’s discussion at least twice during the first five weeks of the semester.  
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Each thoughtful post of 250 words or more earns 2.5 points for a total of 5 points. 
Additional postings can earn you up to extra-credit 5 points at the same rate (2.5 per 
posting).  


How? Find a class mate’s answer to an evaluation question in the previous 
week’s Discussion Boards you wish to comment on, add to, disagree with, or 
somehow enlarge on. Write a post in the ECP Discussion Board (250 words 
minimum) engaging this student.  


Start your post by identifying the student by name and the posting’s week by 
number, then very briefly summarize or quote the passage you wish to engage, 
finally articulate a comment, an objection or develop a question challenging the 
student’s assertion, etc.  


Inform the students via course mail that his/her answer has been challenged. 
The student can respond to your challenge by his/her own post (250 words 
minimum) and also thus earn credit for one post (provided that the response 
contains new material, argument or data.  


When? The ECP Discussion Boards will open on May 25 (end of WEEK 1 and 
start of WEEK 2) and close on June 22 (end of WEEK 5). 


 


Two Essays: 25 Points Each 


Each student will write two essays of a least 1,500 original words each addressing one 
of the following questions:  


(1) Should prostitution be legalized?  
(2) Are immigration restrictions morally legitimate?  
(3) Is deepening economic inequality morally neutral and politically acceptable?  
(4) Should access to higher education be provided for free by the community to 
all academically qualified persons? 


 


Exploring any of these questions will allow students to engage with the set of ideas 
introduced by Sandel and to apply them in new contexts.  


This course is predicated on the notions that writing is a key component of the 
process of thinking and that conceptual revisions through re-writing are 
necessary for genuine academic exploration of ideas.  


Students thus write the second essay on the same question as the first. The assigned 
readings for the first essay will be relatively simple. Students will receive faculty 
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feedback on their first essay before submitting their second essay. The assigned 
reading for the second essay will be relatively more demanding. Thus the first essay 
should be understood as a form of practice for writing a better thought-out second 
essay.  


Students select a question by June 15.  


The first essay is due on Thursday July 2 at 11:59pm, (middle of WEEK 7). 


The second essay is due on Thursday July 16 at 11:59pm (middle of WEEK 9). 


The essay must be submitted electronically to the Assignment Dropbox in Webcourses 
as an attachment in Word written in 12 points Arial font. It must use a standard 
reference system. It must have a minimum of 1,500 of your own words. Label your file 
with your last name.  


The essay will be graded for clarity, logical consistency, cogency, coherence of 
structure, the accurate and effective mobilization of course concepts and ideas, the use 
of proper academic language, and proper rhetorical tone. A grading rubric will be 
circulated in due time.  


 


Brainstorming the Essays (not graded) 


To assist students in writing thoughtful essays, thematic Discussion Boards will open for 
students to raise questions about the assigned readings, articulate objections, test 
ideas, add supplemental data to the debate, etc. Instructor and teaching assistant will 
provide comments on postings, clarifying obscure points, evaluating objections, 
assessing data, etc. Students are also invited to comment. 


Think of these thematic Discussion Boards as testing grounds for your essays. Posting 
are not graded so you will not lose points for submitting what may turn out to be a weak 
objection, an illogical reasoning, a misinterpretation of text, or an erroneous claim of 
fact.  
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Assessment Summary Table 
 


WHAT WHEN POINTS 
 


Quizzes 
Weeks #1-4. 


by Monday Evenings 
11:59 P.M. 


 


 
 


25 


Answers to Discussion 
Questions from weekly 


modules 


Weeks #1-4. 
by Monday Evenings 


11:59 P.M. 
 


 
 


20 


 
ECP 


Engaging class participants 
with respectful and well 


thought out criticism. 
 


 
Weeks 2-5. 


In the Engaging Class 
Participants Discussion 
Boards in Webcourses 


 
 


5 to 10 
 


 


 
First Essay 


Minimum of 1,500 original 
words. 


 
Thursday, July 2, evening 


at 11:59 P.M. 
 
 


 
 


25 


Second Essay 
Minimum of 1,500 original 


words on same question as 
the first essay (but with 


more assigned readings). 
 


 
Thursday, July 16, evening 


at 11:59 P.M. 
 


 
25 


Course Schedule 
 


Week #1, May 18-25:  Introduction and Utilitarianism 
 


• On Monday, May 18 students read the Course Outline to familiarize 
themselves with the course’s goals, content, structure, and 
expectations.  


o Every semester a small number of students does poorly or even 
fail courses simply because they did not read this key document 
carefully. Make sure you are not one of those. 


• You will observe that Monday May 18 starts or “opens” Week 1. 
• You will also observe that Monday May 25 ends or “closes” Week 1 and 


starts or “opens” Week 2.  This chronological sequence is repeated 
during the first half of the semester.  


 







7 
 


• Read Sandel, Justice: What’s the Right Thing to Do? chapters 1-2. 
• Read “The Queen v. Dudley and Stevens” in Webcourses, Under Files. 


 
• Take the Quiz (before Monday morning, May 25 at 11:59 P.M.) covering the 


materials assigned for the week.  
• Post your answers in the General WEEK 1 Discussion Board (before 


Monday May 25 at 11:59 P.M.) by answering the instructor’s questions for this 
week. The instructor announces the discussion questions a week ahead of 
the submission deadline in the Module function of Webcourses.  


 
 


Week #2, May 25- June 1:  Libertarianism, Markets and Morals 
 
• Read Sandel, chapters 3-4.  


 
• Take the Quiz. 
• Post your answers to discussion questions in the general WEEK 2 Discussion 


Board.  
 


 


Week #3, June 1-8:   Kant and Rawls: The Liberal Case for Equality 
 


• Read Sandel, chapters 5-6. 
 


• Take the Quiz. 
• Post your answers to discussion questions in the general WEEK 3 Discussion 


Board.  
 


 


Week #4, June 8-15:  The Self, Justice and the Common Good 
 


• Read Sandel, chapters 8-9-10. 
 


• Take the Quiz. 
• Post your answers in the general WEEK 4 Discussion Board.  
 
 


Week #5, June 15-22:  Brainstorming the First Essay I 
 


• Adopt an essay question!  
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o Read the four questions, scan the first document in each set of 
Assigned Readings (each question has its own set of assigned 
readings) to gain a better sense of what the question is about. 
 The assigned readings for the first essay will be made available 


in Webcourses, under Files.  
o Submit to the instructor your preferences for which question you would 


like to write essays on: first preference, second preference, etc. 
 Submit these preferences via course email. You will be 


assigned to a question soon thereafter. Check the 
Announcements function in Webcourses for updates on 
question assignments.  
 


• Read the whole set of Assigned Readings relevant to the question you have 
been assigned to. Readings are available in Webcourses, under Files.  


• Post interpretation of readings, questions, objections, etc. in your thematic 
Brainstorming the First Essay Discussion Board.  


• Read postings from other students and faculty comments in this thematic 
Discussion Board, i.e. learn from other students’ good moves and mistakes. 


o Are you in disagreement with a comment from the faculty or another 
student? Post the reason for your disagreement and read the 
responses. Etc.  


 
 


Week #6, June 22-29:   Brainstorming the First Essay II 
 


• Read the whole set of Assigned Readings relevant to the question you have 
been assigned to. Readings are available in Webcourses, under Files.  


• Post interpretation of readings, questions, objections, etc. in your thematic 
Brainstorming the First Essay Discussion Board.  


• Read postings from other students and faculty comments in this thematic 
Discussion Board, i.e. learn from others’ good moves and mistakes. 


o Are you in disagreement with a comment from the faculty or another 
student? Post the reason for your disagreement and read the 
responses. Etc.  


 


Week #7, Thursday July 2:   Submitting the First Essay 
 


• Submit the first essay in the Assignment Dropbox as an attachment on Word, 
written in Arial 12 points. Label your file with your last name.  


• Submit by July 2 at 11:59pm. Late submission will be penalized with point 
subtraction.  
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Week #8, July 6-13: Brainstorming the Second Essay I 
 


• Take cognizance of the feedback on the first essays, yours and others.  
• Read the new materials relevant to your questions now released in the 


Webcourses under Files.  
• Post interpretation of readings, questions, objections, etc. in your thematic 


Brainstorming the Second Essay Discussion Board.  
 
 


Week #9, Thursday July 16:   Submitting the Second Essay 
 


• Submit the first essay in the Assignment Dropbox as an attachment on Word, 
written in Arial 12 points. Label your file with your last name.  


• Submit by July 2 at 11:59pm. Late submission will be penalized with point 
subtraction.  
 


Grading Scale 
 


Number- Letter 
Conversion Scale 


for the Final 
Course Grade 


94-100 %  A 
90-93 %   A- 
87-89 %   B+ 
84-86 %   B 
80-83 %   B- 
77-79  %  C+ 
74-76  %  C 
70-73  %  C- 
67-69  %  D+ 
64-66 %   D 
60-63 %   D- 
0 – 59 %   F 
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Grade Dissemination 
 
• Scores for the various assessments will be recorded in the Canvas Grade 


Book. 
 
• Keep in mind that the Canvas Grade Book is primitive, inflexible and can 


sometimes misrepresents your actual standing in the course. It is not easily 
adapted to different course designs. There is nothing the instructor can do 
about this.  


• To gain an accurate picture of your standing in the course, enter your various 
scores in the formula specified by the course outline under Assessment 
Table: 


o your average quiz score; 
o your average discussion score; 
o your ECP score (over 5, but may include extra credit up to 10); 
o your first essay score; 
o your second essay score; 
o Then convert the arithmetical sum of all your scores to a letter grade 


using the scale specified in the course outline. Et voilà! 


Course Policies 
 


Late Work Policy:  
There are no make-ups for missing weekly quizzes or weekly posting, or essays.  


 
Grades of Incomplete 
 
The current university policy concerning incomplete grades will be followed in this 
course. Incomplete grades are given only in situations where unexpected 
emergencies prevent a student from completing the course and the remaining 
work can be completed the next semester. Your instructor is the final authority on 
whether you qualify for an incomplete. Incomplete work must be finished by the 
end of the subsequent semester or the “I” will automatically be recorded as an 
“F” on your transcript.  
 


Course Policies: Technology and Media 
 


Email:  
 
Students are expected to regularly consult their Knight email and the 
Announcements function in Webcourses.  
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Use my email to communicate with me: Daniel.Marien@ucf.edu or through 
course email. Allow up to 48 hours for a response. Repeat message if you 
haven’t received a response within 48 hours. Usually however, you will receive 
an answer the very same day.  
 


Course Policies: Student Expectations 
 


Disability Access:  
 
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable 
accommodations for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in 
alternate formats upon request. Students with disabilities who need 
accommodations in this course must contact the professor at the beginning of the 
semester to discuss needed accommodations. No accommodations will be 
provided until the student has met with the professor to request 
accommodations. Students who need accommodations must be registered with 
Student Disability Services, Student Resource Center Room 132, phone (407) 
823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting 
accommodations from the professor. 
 
Academic Conduct Policy:  
 
Academic dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated. If you are uncertain as to 
what constitutes academic dishonesty, please consult The Golden Rule, the 
University of Central Florida's Student Handbook 
(http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/) for further details.  As in all University 
courses, The Golden Rule Rules of Conduct will be applied.  Violations of these 
rules will result in a failing grade for the entire course and can also result in 
expulsion from the University. Adepts of the copy and paste approach beware! 
 
It is important that you paraphrase information borrowed from another author, 
that you do not claim a phrase or paragraph for your own when taken from 
another author, and that you do not insert too many quotes in your text. Perhaps 
10-15% of your text can be made up of quotes, but no more. University education 
is meant to develop your own voice as an author. Copy and paste stifles the 
development of this important skill.  
 
Turinitin.com:  


 
In this course, the instructor reserves the right to utilize turnitin.com to 
verify that students did not plagiarize their answers to the discussion 
questions or the essay, or a contribution to Engaging Class Participants or 
any other text submitted for the purposes of earning academic credit in this 
course.  
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POS2041 American National Government 


Dr. Bruce M. Wilson 


Syllabus Summer D 2015 


 


Instructor Contact 
Instructor Bruce M. Wilson 


Office Phillips Hall 302 


 
 
 
 


Office Hours 


Dr. Wilson's Office Hours: by appointment 


 
For GTA help or appointments (use Coursemail and send an email to 


your assigned GTA) 


 
 


 
Homepages 


Professor Wilson's homepage at UCF; at the CMI  in Bergen, 


Norway 


Phone 4078232608 (no voice mail) 


Email Please use Coursemail for all emails 


 
 


 


Course Information 
Course Name POS2041 American National Government 


Credit Hours 3 Credit Hours 


Semester/Year Summer 2015 


Location Completely online (no required facetoface time) 


 
 


 


Course Description 
This is an important time to investigate and understand how government works and the way in which it can and does impact 


your life. The US is enduring the worst economic crisis since the Great Depression and is engaged in two significant military 


actions (Afghanistan and Iraq). This class will not teach you what to think about these events, but it will equip you with      


the knowledge and skills necessary to understand them and draw your own conclusions about the dynamics of American 


national government, including its structure, organization, powers, and procedures. 


The course, like the book, is divided into four parts that build on each other. The first part examines the foundations of the 


American government system, the second, freedoms and rights enjoyed (and sometimes not) by US citizens. Part three 


investigates the politics of democracy as practiced in the US. The final part of the course examines the institutions of 


government, the relationship between them, and how that affects politics in the United States. 


 
 


 
Required Text 


 


"GOVT5." 2013. Edward I. Sidlow and Beth Henschen. Wadsworth Publishing; 5th edition. 


This edition of the book can be bought either online or at the UCF bookstore 


You do not need to buy the access code or any other supplemental materials that might be offered with the book. 


 
 


 
  



http://politicalscience.cos.ucf.edu/people/wilson-bruce/

http://politicalscience.cos.ucf.edu/people/wilson-bruce/

;%20at%20the%20CMI%20(http:/www.cmi.no/staff/?brucewilson)%20in%20Bergen,%20Norway





Course Requirements 


 
Assignments You are responsible for keeping a copy of all assignments for this class. 


You are also responsible for checking that the grades posted online are correct; any 


discrepancies must be reported to the instructor within one week of being posted by the 


instructor. 


Late, makeup, 


and extra credit 


work 


All quizzes are opened on the first day of the semester 


If you miss a quiz deadline, you will NOT be permitted to take that quiz, no exceptions! 


Other late work (initial discussion postings and essays) will be penalized at a rate of 5 points 


per day late (including weekend days and holidays unless otherwise noted in the module). 


Exams are penalized at 10 points per day late 


Discussion postings cannot be made after the discussion is closed  there is no late option for 


discussion postings. 


No work will be accepted more than a week after the deadline (or three days after the deadline 


for the final exam). 


There are no substitute assignments and positively NO EXTRA CREDIT, so please don't ask! 


No module grades will be discussed a week after it was posted. 


 
 


 


Evaluation and Grading 


 
The following scale will be used for the assignment of final grades. 


 


Letter Grade Points 


A 90100 


B 8089 


C 7079 


D 6069 


F 59 or below 


 
 


Assignment Percentage of Grade 


Module #1 1% 


 


Your highest 6 grades from the 7 


substantive modules (#2 through #8) 


12% each. Your lowest substantive module grade 


will be automatically dropped (see caveat in 


Academic honesty, below). 


Pop Quizzes 5% 


  
 


Final exam 22% 


Total 100% 


 
 


Attendance Policy 
Because this is a completely online class with no facetoface meetings, there is no attendance policy, as such. Having said 


that, you need to keep up with the pace of the class and participate in all parts of each of the modules. Note that each 


module contains several deadlines; that is, not all work for a module is due on the last day listed on the Schedule. You 


must read each module's instructions for a list of deadlines for the various assignments and deadlines. It is your 


responsibility to check these deadlines as soon as a module opens so you won't miss any due dates. 


NB: The federally mandated attendance reporting policy requires you to complete an assignment before the end of the first 


week (before 5pm on Saturday).  I will use the citizenship quiz for this purpose.  It does not matter what score you receive 


on the quiz, but you must complete it before the deadline.  Failure to do so might impact your financial aid and/or other 







support. 


 
 


 
Academic Honesty 
Plagiarism and cheating of any kind on any examination, quiz, or assignment will result an "F" for that assignment and may 


be subject to appropriate referral to the Office of Student Conduct (http://creed.sdes.ucf.edu/) for further action. See the 


updated UCF Golden Rule (http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/) for further information. Any module that contains any 


material that is identified by the professor as plagiarized will not be eligible to be dropped as your lowest grade. Please do 


not plagiarize! 


I will assume for this course that you will adhere to the academic creed of this University (http://creed.sdes.ucf.edu/) and 


will maintain the highest standards of academic integrity. 


I will also adhere to the highest standards of academic integrity, so please do not ask me to change (or expect me to 


change) your grade illegitimately or to bend or break rules for one person that will not apply to everyone. 


Furthermore, any attempt to save, store, distribute, or discuss any quiz questions for this class will be interpreted as 


cheating and will be treated accordingly. 


All your work must be done on your own; you are not allowed to collaborate on quizzes, discussion postings, or essays. In 


short, all your written work and work submitted for grading must be your own, original work. 


 
 


 
Sexual Harassment 
Title IX makes it clear that violence and harassment based on sex that interferes with educational opportunities is an 


offense subject to the same penalties as offenses based on other protected categories such as race, national origin, etc. If 


you or someone you know has been harassed or assaulted, you can find resources available to support the victim, 


including confidential resources, and information concerning reporting options at shield.ucf.edu. Perpetrators are subject to 


expulsion or termination and may also be subject to criminal penalties. 


 


Disability Statement 
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all persons with disabilities. 


This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students with disabilities who need accommodations in this 


course must contact the professor at the beginning of the semester to discuss needed accommodations. No 


accommodations will be provided until the student has met with the professor to request accommodations. Students who 


need accommodations must be registered with Student Disability Services, Student Resource Center Room 132, phone 


(407) 8232371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 8232116, before requesting accommodations from the professor. 
 



http://creed.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://creed.sdes.ucf.edu/






Roger Handberg 
INR 6136 - American Security Policy 
32608 
roger.handberg@ucf.edu  
 


Course Syllabus 
American Security Policy 


INR 6136 
Summer 2015 


 
Instructor Contact: 
 


Instructor Roger Handberg 
Office  Phillips Hall 302 


Office Hours 10-1130 MTW or by appointment 
(email for appointments) 


Phone 407-823-2608 
Email  roger.handberg@ucf.edu  


 
.Overview: 


 
American security policy was once relatively simple in that most thought of it 


solely in terms of military threats against the United States either foreign or domestic. 
The Civil War ended most of the concern about internal threats although questions of 
law and order continued in many parts of the United States. By the 1880s, the U.S. was 
more conscious of its role in the world although isolationism remained a strong current 
in national politics but it now competed with those who felt the U.S. had a destiny in the 
world to match that of the great powers of Europe. However, the nation’s physical 
isolation made such ventures unlikely although the United States had been active in 
various parts of the world when its interests were at stake including the pirates off the 
Barbary Coast of North Africa and the trade possibilities presented by the Western 
Pacific Rim (then known as the Far East even though it was west of the U.S.). U.S. 
natural resources and growing population guaranteed awareness of its military potential 
but most of the national energy went into the opening of the Western United States and 
exploitation of the resources found there. 


The Spanish-American War in 1898 introduced the United States to the world as 
an imperial power – a posture heavily debated within American politics. By the end of 
the war, the U.S. had acquired an empire in the Pacific and the Caribbean. The result 
was U.S. colonies and engagement in the politics of the various regions. The U.S. 
agreed to leave the Philippines in 1945 while U.S. forces withdrew from Cuba as the 
war but remained in Puerto Rico under a changed status as a U.S. territory. World War 
One placed the U.S. despite its wishes on the frontlines of international security. After 
joining the Allies in the defeat of imperial Germany, the U.S. militarily largely withdrew 
back to the homeland. The U.S. remained internationally engaged on some issues such 
as naval treaties limiting the size of ships and fleets. The rise of aggressors in Europe 
and Asia saw the U.S. initially on the sideline for reasons of domestic politics and a 
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sense of disengagement from world problems. One unanswerable question is whether 
the U.S. would have declared war on Germany after the Japanese attack on Pearl 
Harbor in the absence of a German attack. Instead, Nazi Germany declared war on the 
United States which resolved the question.  


World War 2 did two things; it devastated most of the major powers and raised 
the U.S. to the peak of relative military power relative to all comers especially with its 
monopoly over nuclear weapons. On the ruins of Europe and Japan along with other 
damaged states such as China and the Soviet Union, the U.S. held most of the cards 
especially given the uncertainty about how many nuclear weapons the U.S. possessed 
after the two bombings of Japanese cities. In reality, effectively none but that 
information was closely held. During the war, the U.S. pushed for international forums to 
prevent the next world war – Europe was uncertain it could survive another such 
encounter. These organizations had the purpose of keeping the U.S. engaged in world 
problems rather than a retreat back to Fortress America. Technology rendered such 
isolationism untenable in terms of national security. Through a long series of events, the 
situation resulted in a developed world largely split between adherents of the Soviet 
Union or the United States with the less developed world a forum for competition as the 
European empires collapsed.  


The resulting Cold War was the dominant international fact of life for nearly two 
generations. The terminology of a Cold War implied a struggle to the death but one in 
which the two super powers did not directly fight each other but rather operated through 
a series of surrogates. For the US, this played out in the Korea War, the Vietnam War, 
and a series of skirmishes in Asia, Africa and Central America. The fear was that direct 
super power conflict would escalate into nuclear conflict. Much effort both politically and 
intellectually went into maintaining a situation of continual conflict without raising the 
level of nuclear conflict. 


The collapse of the Soviet Union in 1989-1991 led to the peaceful end of the 
Cold War – truly a unique event when a major empire collapses without a war ensuing 
or some other catastrophic event. The fall of the Soviet Union though has been 
characterized by the current Russia president as ‘The breakup of the Soviet Union was 
the greatest geopolitical tragedy of the 20th century.’ Putin’s actual quote may be 
somewhat different but the message is clear that Russia suffered greatly and his 
mission is to recover from that debacle. What all this means is that a globalizing world is 
becoming more diverse in terms of the threats that the national security apparatus and 
political leadership must address in real time. Threats come in traditional forms in terms 
of military forces and other elements of national power but more importantly the threats 
from non-state actors have moved to the fore along with the extension of national 
security threats into the realm of organized crime which operates internationally 


Thus, this course on U.S. security policy looks much different from what was 
taught when I started at UCF in 1972. There continues to be a military component but 
national security now encompasses explicitly areas that formerly were either not 
relevant or dealt with only by the private sector if they existed prior to the past 15 years. 
Nine-eleven changed Americans’ view of their personal security but what truly changed 
for the government and the military is how to respond to such threats especially as they 
morph into different areas. Ramping down the war in Afghanistan is placing the military 
in a strain because they now have to predict an environment that incorporates 
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traditional style military threats such as the Russians and the Chinese while the more 
nebulous threats posted by cyber criminals whose actions may be more devastating 
than the military threats. More states develop the capacity to engage in cyber war each 
day, raising the difficulty of threat identification and response in real time. Nuclear 
proliferation remains an agenda item while biological weapons grow more potentially 
deadly as the technologies proliferate across the globe. The margin between benign 
and horrific in some areas is razor thin. Restructuring the national security apparatus 
including the military services becomes a US priority with little certainty about what the 
future looks like. The situation in the Ukraine and the rise of ISIS demand attention 
while China continues its rise to what the Chinese see as their natural historical position 
as a world power. 


Nations confront the necessity for conducting their foreign policies across a 
broad spectrum of issues by involving a variety of instruments.  National security at the 
most general level means protecting the United States against all foreseeable threats 
not just military  The spectrum of security threats ranges from economic coercion, cyber 
war to weapons of mass destruction (WMD) including biological, chemical and nuclear, 
and climate change. The latter is considered a real problem by the military in terms of 
generating future conflicts among states for scarce resources such as water and 
imparting operations. Environmental security has become an official concern of the 
Department of Defense (DoD) for more than a decade predating the Obama 
administration. 


One major tool available in all states but Costa Rica is the military itself; an 
institution organized to inflict violence on behalf of the state across a wide diversity of 
contexts ranging from internal defense to nuclear holocaust.   However, militaries due to 
their tight organizational cohesion and discipline have also been found by many states 
to be very useful for other purposes.   Thus, militaries are employed for a wide range of 
purposes; some far removed from the context of war such as conducting humanitarian 
operations or completing social and economic improvements within the society itself 
also known as military operations other than war (MOOTW), see 
http://www.au.af.mil/au/awc/awcgate/pub1/appendix_e.pdf. One historical example is 
West Point in its original configuration – the academy produced many of the engineers 
who built the dams and railroads that assisted United States growth economically and 
geographically. That was a deliberate decision by the academy’s founders including 
President Thomas Jefferson who saw the possibilities of an institution that would meet 
both civilian and military needs.  


In this course, we will explore these issues within the context of the United 
States.  American security policy is a direct reflection of the desires and needs of the 
specific society it protects, a fact which makes it different from those goals sought by 
other societies but at the same time very similar.  The differences relate to the individual 
societies and the values they represent.  Because of its enormous coercive power, 
important issues exist regarding who controls the military and their likely obedience to 
the lawful authority.  For many societies, the military becomes an independent political 
actor fully capable and willing to intervene in national politics.  Military coups are part of 
the national politics such as in Turkey where the military previously intervened to protect 
what they saw as the secular nature of the state or in Egypt where the military 
intervened in July 2013 to overthrow a democratically elected government.  
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American traditions, however, emphasize civilian control over the military, an 
issue that becomes more complicated as military technologies become more exotic, 
expensive and powerful. The separation between the military and the society it defends 
can prove to be a source of national weakness if the gap grows too wide. For example, 
General Douglas McArthur was ordered to return to the United States from Korea in 
1951 by President Harry Truman in a test of the civilian leadership’s capacity to require 
military obedience. There were some who argued General McArthur should resist what 
they saw as a “temporary political authority,” temporary or not, in the American context 
obedience to a lawful order was the expectation which McArthur fulfilled despite those 
calls for deliberate disobedience. McArthur’s willingness to comply reinforced an 
essential part of American military and political tradition unlike a number of states which 
fear possible military intervention into national politics and their refusal to obey civilian 
government directives. 


As an instrument of American security policy, the American military has to adapt 
to changing domestic and international contexts, which either accentuate or depreciate 
the military’s value within the society.   Historically, American society has been very 
hostile to the military; seeing military service as a burden sometimes necessary but not 
the expected or desired norm. In our discussions, we will trace out the changes 
encountered by the military over the past century, a period during which the United 
States entered fully onto the world stage despite strong desires to remain aloof from 
such entanglements (i.e., isolationism).   This meant for example that the United States 
military did not shrink down to insignificance as it had after every previous war up until 
World War II. The Soviet threats was considered of such importance that the American 
military after WWII was rapidly expanded to first fight the Korea War starting in 1950 
and then contend with the Soviet threat globally. With the Cold War’s end in 1991, the 
military fully entered into a period of dramatic change in which the Soviet Union 
disappeared and the United States ascended to the status of the world’s dominant 
military power.   


This unipolar status remains more tenuous than one might expect given the 
possibility of an ongoing Revolution in Military Affairs (RMA).  The outcome of a RMA is 
by definition difficult to predict because the effect can be to destroy the technological 
dominance of the existing militaries.   The United States is attempting to navigate 
between the shoals of excessive reliance upon obsolete technologies and the fantasies 
of super weapons that do not in fact work and may leave the United States more 
vulnerable than previously.  That voyage takes us into the twenty first century and the 
brave new world of space operations and cyberwar.  American security policy has 
entered a period of dramatic change in which old road markers are gone and the new 
are not yet in place.  The threats are more diverse than ever as globalization takes form. 
 
Course Goals:  1) Students will learn relevant perspectives and the analytic tools 
needed to understand American security policy, its historical and ideological 
foundations, policy processes and challenges. 2) Students will further their knowledge 
of key facts relevant to the study of American security policy. 3) Students will improve 
their writing, research and analytic skills.  
 
Design of the Course: 
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This course has a website in Canvas assigned, it is to be used for completing a 


required assignment regarding Verification of Attendance (mandatory for those 
receiving financial aid) and the course syllabus, there are no modules per se to be 
completed although the reading list may change during the course in terms of adding 
materials of interest, all of which will be within the additional supplementary readings 
and not required. 


Within the course are two major components: a set of readings that will be 
discussed and analyzed in class meetings and a research project process. Through the 
readings and discussions, students will be introduced to the major issues running 
through American security policy. This requires a close reading of the materials 
assigned in preparation for the class and dialogue during class. Each class will begin 
with a summary of the issues or questions being considered followed by discussion of 
the materials and other items that arise during the discussion. Discussion will be a 
challenge given the size of the class at the time this syllabus is being written 
 
Grade Structure: 


Grades are a product of several activities; most are based on your writing and 
analysis of different aspects of American security policy. Remember time frames are 
compressed this term so falling behind is not a viable option. 


100 points - class discussion, article presentation, and attendance 
200 points –First Cut Strategic Threat Analysis immediate – due June 2nd   
200 points – Second Cut Strategic Threat Analysis General – due June 23rd   
500 points –Third Cut Strategic Threat Analysis Specific – due July 14th  
 


Late assignments are graded down ten percent a day. 
 
Grades in the course will be A, B, C, etc. with no plus or minus grades. 
 
Academic Integrity: 


Plagiarism and Cheating of any kind on an assignment will result at least in an 
"F" for that assignment (and may, depending on the severity of the case, lead to an "F" 
for the entire course) and offenders may be subject to appropriate referral to the Office 
of Student Conduct for further action. See the UCF Golden Rule for further information. I 
will assume for this course that you will adhere to the academic creed of this University 
and will maintain the highest standards of academic integrity. In other words, don't cheat 
by giving papers to others or taking them from anyone else. I will also adhere to the 
highest standards of academic integrity, so please do not ask me to change (or expect 
me to change) your grade illegitimately or to bend or break rules for one person that will 
not apply to everyone. 
 
NOTE: All submissions must be done in MS Word format; otherwise, I am unable 
to open the document. This may lead to a delay in grading the materials while you 
resubmit the assignment. A second occurrence will result in a “zero” for the 
assignment. This restriction means no WordPerfect, MS Works or other word 
processing programs are accepted. 
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Readings and Textbook: 
So, the course will be moving fast – the readings only can hint at what is out 


there in terms of literature. We will deal with the academic literature but there are other 
sources in the news media that may be relevant to your analysis. We have only 9 weeks 
total to scratch the surface. A series of articles and monographs provides the framework 
and content within which we will work. There is no text assigned for this course. 


 
Under each topic, additional required readings will be identified while others are listed 
as supplementary and identified for those further interested in a specific issue. 
 
Communicating within the Course 


 
In this class our official mode of communication outside class (or meetings) is 


through email. For questions about specific class items or other information, you can 
contact me by email at roger.handberg@ ucf.edu. All communication between student 
and instructor and between student and student should be respectful and professional. 
You must also create and use a Knight's Email account at www.knightsemail.ucf.edu for 
separate official communications from the university. Under university policy, the 
instructor is prohibited from communicating official information about student 
performance except through Knight’s email (the email system is free).  
 
Project Requirements including due dates: 
 


The topic to be researched here is the threat environment the United States 
confronts over the short term first (the next five years) and then the long term (ten to 
twenty years out). The project will be completed in three stages labeled First Cut, 
Second Cut, and Final Cut. The First Cut (due June 2nd) involves an analysis of the 
three (3) most critical national security threats confronting the US over the next 
five years. You are to rank the threats in terms of severity of the challenge posed 
and then the probability of occurrence. Your analysis will be a minimum of 1200 
words with at least ten references that you have read. Your analysis must be 
detailed, succinct and to the point. You turn in the First Cut through the course 
website. You must use the referencing system employed by the American Political 
Science Review which you can Google (the guide appears in a number of locations). 
References can be a selection of documents, reports, academic articles and books, and 
relevant news items (few of these). This First Cut is where you identify general threats 
and begin the task of honing in on the important threats that must be addressed.  


 
The Second Cut (due June 23rd) paper broadens out in terms of time frame 


to ten to twenty years out from this date. You now analyze the five (5) most 
critical security threats in this longer time frame. Do not simply regurgitate your 
previous analysis with a few modifications and additions. The Second Cut will be 
a minimum of 2000 words with at least 20 references germane to the analysis.  
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The Third Cut (due July 14th) builds upon the two previous analyses, you 
are to identify and analyze the most critical (1) national security threat the US 
faces over the next ten years.  Your analysis must explain and justify your choice 
in terms of its credibility and likelihood. The second part of your analysis is to 
develop what the US strategic response should be to defeat or ameliorate this 
specific serious threat. The document will be a minimum of 4000 words with 
whatever references you feel support your analysis and recommendations.  


 
Schedule 


 
Week of:    Topic: 
 
May 19 Course Introduction and Historical Context, Organizational Structure & 


Change – vertical and horizontal 
 
May 26  Changing Tools, Volunteer Military, Revolution in Military Affairs (RMA), 


Special Operations    
 
June 2 Complications:  Economic Challenges, Resource limitations,  
 
June 9 Security Threats - Asia Pivot, Crimea, ISIS and Instability   
 
June 16 Nonmilitary Threats & Vulnerabilities – Urbanization and poverty globally 
   
June 23 Security Threats – Technology Driven, Weaponized Space, Cyber War, 


Ballistic Missiles        
June 30 Security Threats - Failed States, Terrorism & Crime, Piracy   
  
July 7   Security Threats – Natural, Disease Vectors, Climate Change   
 
July 14 Future Worlds       
 
Required Readings: 
  
Week 1, May 19th Course Introduction and Historical Context, Organizational 


Structure & Change – vertical and horizontal  
 


Ben Fitzgerald and Michael Horowitz, “#creativedisruption Survey 1 Results,” 
Center for New American Security (February 7, 
2014), http://www.cnas.org/creativedisruption-survey-1-
results?ct=t%28Third_Creative_Disruption_Survey_Results5_6_2014%29&mc_cid=d2c
b7738b3&mc_eid=04d6139308#.U2opPlcvCM2  
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Ben Fitzgerald and Michael Horowitz, #CreativeDisruption Survey 2 Results,” 
Center for New American Security (March 25, 2014), 
http://www.cnas.org/creativedisruption-survey-2-
results?ct=t%28Third_Creative_Disruption_Survey_Results5_6_2014%29&mc_cid
=d2cb7738b3&mc_eid=04d6139308#.U2oqb1cvCM0  
 


Ben Fitzgerald and Michael Horowitz, “#CreativeDisruption Survey 3 Results,” 
Center for New American Security (May 6, 2014), http://www.cnas.org/blog/creative-
disruption-survey-3-
results?ct=t%28Third_Creative_Disruption_Survey_Results5_6_2014%29&mc_cid=d2c
b7738b3&mc_eid=04d6139308#.U2orVVcvCM0 


Robert O. Work, Shawn Brimley, “20YY: Preparing for War in the Robotic Age, 
Center for New American Security,” January 22, 2014, http://www.cnas.org/20YY-
Preparing-War-in-Robotic-Age#.VVTsz2Nh9EM  


 
Bob Taradash, Clay Beers, Gordon Miller, Parker Wright, “Zone Defense: A 


Case for Distinct Service Roles and Missions,” January 23, 2014, 
http://www.cnas.org/Zone-Defense-Roles-and-Missions#.VVTuomNh9EMfor  


 
Week 2, May 26th Changing Tools, Volunteer Military, Revolution in Military Affairs 


(RMA), Special Operations 
 
Jami K. Taylor, Richard M. Clerkin, Katherine M. Ngaruiya, and Anne-Lise Knox 


Velez, “An Exploratory Study of Public Service Motivation and the Institutional–
Occupational Model of the Military,” Armed Forces & Society January 2015 41: 142-
162, doi:10.1177/0095327X13489119  


 
Shawn T. Cochran, “The Civil–Military Divide in Protracted Small War: An 


Alternative View of Military Leadership Preferences and War Termination,” Armed 
Forces & Society January 2014 40: 71-95, doi:10.1177/0095327X12465418   


   
Heidi A. Urben, “Wearing Politics on Their Sleeves?: Levels of Political Activism 


of Active Duty Army Officers,” Armed Forces & Society July 2014 40: 568-591, 
doi:10.1177/0095327X12467774  


 
Dima P Adamsky (2008) Through the Looking Glass: The Soviet  


Military-Technical Revolution and the American Revolution in Military Affairs, Journal of 
Strategic Studies, 31:2, 257-294, http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/01402390801940443  
  


Jacqueline Newmyer, “The Revolution in Military Affairs with Chinese 
Characteristics,” (2010), Journal of Strategic Studies, 33:4, 483-
504, http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/01402390.2010.489706  
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 White House, National Security Strategy 2010 or http://nssarchive.us/ for 
complete set of national strategy documents, another source of earlier NSS 
is http://history.defense.gov/docs_nss.shtml.  
 


DOD, Quadrennial Defense Review 2014 
or http://history.defense.gov/docs_qdr.shtml for complete set of QDRs. 


 
Barry R. Posen and Andrew L. Ross, “competing Visions for U.S. Grand 


Strategy,” International Security (Winter 1996/1997), 5-53. UCF online journals 
 
Week 3, June 2nd Complications:  Economic Challenges, Resource limitations  


 
Philippe Le Billon, “The Geopolitical economy of ‘resource wars’,” Geopolitics, 


(March 2004), 9: 1-28. DOI: 10.1080/14650040412331307812 
  


 David G. Victor, “What Resource Wars?” The National Interest, No. 92 
(Nov./Dec. 2007), 48-55. Stable URL: http://www.jstor.org/stable/42896095 


 
Philippe Le Billon, “Geographies of War: Perspectives on ‘Resource Wars’,”  


Geography Compass (March 2007), 1: 163-182. DOI: 10.1111/j.1749-


8198.2007.00010.x 


  
Week 4, June 9th Security Threats - Asia Pivot, Crimea, ISIS and Instability 
  


Daniel W. Drezner, “Military Primacy Doesn't Pay (Nearly As Much As You 
Think), International Security, (Summer 2013), Vol. 38, No. 1: 52–79. 
 


Nuno P. Monteiro, “Unrest Assured: Why Unipolarity Is Not Peaceful,” 
International Security, (Winter 2011/12), Vol. 36, No. 3: 9–40. 


 
Scott W. Harold (2014) Is the Pivot Doomed? The Resilience of America's 


Strategic ‘Rebalance’, The Washington Quarterly, 37:4, 85-99, DOI: 
10.1080/0163660X.2014.1002157 
 
Ian Easton, “China's Military Strategy in the Asia-Pacific: Implications for 


Regional Stability,” Project 249 Institute, September 26, 
2013, http://www.project2049.net/.  


 
Bruce Klingner (2014) North Korea Heading for the Abyss, The Washington 


Quarterly, 37:3, 169-182, DOI: 10.1080/0163660X.2014.978442 
 
Kurt Campbell and Ely Ratner, "Far Eastern Promises,” Foreign Affairs (April 19, 


2014), http://www.cnas.org/content/far-eastern-promises#.U2owqlcvCM0 
. 
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Bruno Tertrais, “The Demise of Ares: The End of War as We Know It?” The 
Washington Quarterly (2012), 35, 3: 7-22. 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/0163660X.2012.703521  
 
Week 5, June 16th Asymmetric Military Threats & Vulnerabilities – Urbanization 
and poverty globally 
  


Christopher Paul, Colin P. Clark, Beth Grill, & Molly Dunigan, “Paths to Victory: 
Lessons from Modern Insurgencies,” (Rand, 
2013), http://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RR291z1.html  
 
Week 6, June 23rd Security Threats – Technology Driven, Weaponized Space, 


Cyber War, Ballistic Missiles 
 
Ashley J. Tillis, “China’s Military Space Strategy,” Survival (2007), 49: 41-


72. http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/00396330701564752 
 
Stimson Center, Key Elements of Space Assurance 


- http://www.stimson.org/research-pages/key-elements-of-space-assurance-
/#Maintaining (accessed May 5, 2014). 


 
Lucas Kello, “The Meaning of the Cyber Revolution: Perils to Theory and 


Statecraft,” International Security (Fall 2013), Vol. 38, No. 2: 7–40. 
 


Erik Gartzke, “The Myth of Cyberwar: Bringing War in Cyberspace Back Down to 
Earth,” International Security (Fall 2013), Vol. 38, No. 2: 41–73. 


 
James P. Farwell & Rafal Rohozinski (2011) Stuxnet and the Future of Cyber War, 
Survival: Global Politics and Strategy, 53:1, 23-40, 
DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/00396338.2011.555586  
 
 Thomas Rid (2012) Cyber War Will Not Take Place, Journal of 


Strategic Studies, 35:1, 5-32, DOI: 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/01402390.2011.6089 
 
 Richard Bijtlich, “Strategy, Not Speed: What  Today’s Digital Defenders Must 
Learn From Cybersecurity’s Early Thinkers,” Brooking Institution (May 
2014), http://www.brookings.edu/research/papers/2014/05/07-strategy-not-speed-
digital-defenders-early-cybersecurity-thinkers-
bejtlich?rssid=security+and+intelligence&utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email
&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+BrookingsRSS%2Fcenters%2Fsecurityandintelligence+%2
8Brookings+Centers+-+Center+for+21st+Century+Security+and+Intelligence%29  
 


NATO, “Time line of Cyber 
Attacks,”  http://www.nato.int/docu/review/2013/Cyber/timeline/EN/index.htm 
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 Joshua Masters “Nuclear Proliferation,” The Nonproliferation Review, 
(2009),16:3, 347-361, http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/10736700903255045 
  
Week 7, June 30th Security Threats - Failed States, Terrorism & Crime, Piracy 
  


Anna Simons and David Tucker, “The Misleading Problem of Failed States: a 
‘socio-geography’ of terrorism in the post-9/11 era,” Third World Quarterly(2007), 28: 
387- 
 Chelli Plummer, “Failed States and Connections to Terrorist Activity,” 
International Criminal Justice Review (2012), 16: 416-
449.    http://icj.sagepub.com/content/22/4/416 
 Seth Kaplan, “identifying Truly Fragile States,” Washington Quarterly (March 
2014), 37: 49-63. http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/0163660X.2014.893173  


 
Thomas M. Sanderson, “Transnational Terrorism and Organized Crime: Blurring 


the Lines, “SAIS Review of International Affairs, Volume 24, Number 1, Winter-Spring 
2004, pp. 49-61.  
 
 James A. Piazza, “”Incubators of Terror: Do Failed and Failing States Promote 
Transnational Terrorism?” International Studies Quarterly (2008), 52, 469-488.  
 
 Stewart Patrick, “’Failed States’ and Global Security: Empirical Questions and 
Policy Dilemmas,” International Studies Review (2007), 9: 644-662. 
 


Risa A. Brooks, “Muslim “Homegrown” Terrorism in the United States: How 
Serious Is the Threat?” International Security (Fall 2011), Vol. 36, No. 2: 7–47. 


 
Ian Bellany, “Outflanking Missile Defences: the Nuclear Nonproliferation 


Treaty, Nuclear Weapons and Terrorism,” Defense & Security Analysis (2012), 28:1, 81-
96, http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/14751798.2012.651381  
  
Week 8, July 7th Security Threats – Natural, Disease Vectors, Climate Change 
  
 Ole Magnus Theisen, Helge Holtemann, and Halyard Buhauq, “Climate Wars? 
Assessing the Claim That Drought Breeds Conflict,” International Security (Winter 
2011/12), Vol. 36, No. 3: 79–106 
 
 Bruno Tertrais (2011) The Climate Wars Myth, The Washington Quarterly, 34:3, 
17-29, DOI: 10.1080/0163660X.2011.587951 or 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/0163660X.2011.587951 


 
Gregory D. Koblentz, “Regime Security: A New Theory for Understanding the 


Proliferation of Chemical and Biological Weapons,” Contemporary Security Policy, 
2013), 34:3, 501-525, http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/13523260.2013.842298 
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 Jason Enia & Jeffrey Fields, “The Relative Efficacy of the Biological and 
Chemical Weapon Regimes,” The Nonproliferation Review, (2014), 21:1, 43-
64,  http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/10736700.2014.880560 
 
Week 9, July 14th Future Worlds:   
  


Håvard Hegre, Joakim Karlsen, Håvard Mokleiv Nygård, Håvard Strand and 
Henrik Urdal, “ Predicting Armed Conflict, 2010-2050, International Studies Quarterly 
(June 2013), 57: 250-270. 


Lilia Shevtsova, “Vladimir Putin’s new world order with the West,” Washington 
Post (May 8, 2014),  http://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/vladimir-putin-
offers-the-west-a-faustian-bargain/2014/05/08/47acffb0-d604-11e3-95d3-
3bcd77cd4e11_story.html?wpisrc=nl_popns  
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Jump to Today
Course Syllabus


Instructor Contact


Instructor: Barry Edwards, J.D., Ph.D.


Office: Howard Phillips Hall 311A


Office Hours: Tues. 9 - 11 am and by appointment


Phone: 407-823-2608


E-mail: barry.edwards@ucf.edu


Course Information


Course Name: Constitutional Law I


Course ID & Section: POS 4603-DW59


Credit Hours: 3


Semester/Year: Summer 2015


Web Only Course


Course Description


Constitutional law addresses the contents of the U.S. Constitution and the interpretation of those contents. We will look at the organization


of the United States Government (i.e., the distribution and execution of those powers); and the relations between the Government and


persons under its jurisdiction (i.e., under the Bill of Rights). Under the United States’ system, the chief problems of constitutional law center


on the basic matter of judicial review, on relations between and among the three (3) branches of government, on the federal system’s


distribution of powers between the federal and state governments, and on the restrictions or limitation on government in either procedural


or substantive (e.g., due process) contexts. University Course Catalog Description: Development of American federalism and national


power, commerce clause, and nationalization of the economy.


Course Prerequisites


ENC 1102 (Freshman Composition II), POS 2041 (American National Government) or consent of the instructor. I encourage you to take


POS 4284 (Judicial Process and Politics) prior to taking this class.


Course Objectives


The objective of this course is to introduce you to the important role that the United States Constitution has in orienting American politics


and governance. With this end in mind, we will explore the Constitution, its various interpretations, and the role of the judiciary in


constitutional application, examples of the influence it has had on the function of government, and the case law that has emanated from its


interpretation. The focus of this course is more than the memorization of cases and constitutional principles. Hopefully, this class will


contribute to the development of your analytical and reasoning skills; the strengthening of your reading comprehension; the expansion of


your vocabulary and verbal expression; the improvement of your writing skills; and the heightening of your personal expectations and


discipline.


Required Texts and Materials


Epstein, Lee, and Thomas Walker. 2014. Constitutional Law for a Changing America: Institutional Powers and Constraints, Eighth Edition.


Thousand Oaks, CA: CQ Press, an Imprint of Sage Publications, Inc. (hereafter “Epstein & Walker”). *Make sure you buy Volume I with the


brown cover (see image below) not Volume II with the blue cover.**


Syllabus for POS4603-15Summer DW59 https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1105574/assignments/syllabus
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Additional readings will be announced and/or distributed in class. In particular, these readings will focus on rulings from the most recent


Supreme Court term(s) and emerging issues in constitutional law.


Course Requirements


Your final grade is based on the following components:


Module Quizzes (40%) – Each numbered module contains a quiz which include multiple choice, true false questions, and a short


answer question.


1. 


Module Review Exercises (10%) – Each numbered module contains one or more graded review exercises, such as crossword


puzzles, matching games, etc.


2. 


Supreme Court Simulation One (15%) – Students will participate in a week long simulation of Supreme Court decision making.  The


simulation will required to work individually as well as in collaboration with other students in the class and will be graded on both their


individual work as well as the group product.  Simulation One will focus on institutional powers.


3. 


Supreme Court Simulation Two (15%) – Students will participate in a week long simulation of Supreme Court decision making.  The


simulation will required to work individually as well as in collaboration with other students in the class and will be graded on both their


individual work as well as the group product.  Simulation Two will focus on nation-state relations.


4. 


Final Exam (20%) – The Final Examination is cumulative and will require students to apply their understanding of the subject matter in


a comprehensive manner. Students can expect a mix of multiple choice and true-false questions on the Final Exam.


5. 


Missed Assignments/Make-Ups/Extra Credit


Make-up work will only be allowed for official University activities or personal emergencies.  Written documentation is required.  Make-up


assessments may be different.  There is no extra credit available.


Late Work


Completing all your work by the specified dues dates is important to your success in this class.  Late work will be penalized.  Your score on


late work will be reduced 10% per day late.  For example, if receive a score of 9 our of 10 on a quiz two days after it was due (i.e. you took


a quiz due Sunday on Tuesday instead), your score will be reduced 20%, so you will receive a 7.2 out of 10 on that quiz.  You will receive


no credit for work complete ten or more days after its due date.  However, because modules unlock only after your have completed prior


modules, so you will still need to finish your work (for no credit) to complete this class. 


Grading Scale


>=93 90-92 87-89 83-86 80-82 77-79 73-76 70-72 67-69 63-66 60-62 <=59


A A- B+ B B- C+ C C- D+ D D- F


Grades of "Incomplete"


Incomplete grades are given only in situations where unexpected emergencies prevent a student from completing the course and the


remaining work can be completed the next semester. Your instructor is the final authority on whether you qualify for an incomplete.


Incomplete work must be finished by the end of the subsequent semester or the “I” will automatically be recorded as an “F” on your


transcript.


Group Work Policy


This course requires both individual and group work.  You are welcome to discuss course material with other students, but you are


responsible for your own work where indicated.   Module review exercises and module quizzes are individual assignments.  There will be


two Supreme Court Simulations in this class and parts of these simulations involve group work.


Academic Honesty
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Date Details


Mon May 18, 2015 Evidence of Academic Engagement (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1105574/assignments


/3866244)


due by


11:59pm


Syllabus Quiz (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1105574/assignments/3866243) due by


11:59pm


Plagiarism and cheating of any kind on an examination, quiz, or assignment will result at least in an "F" for that assignment (and may,


depending on the severity of the case, lead to an "F" for the entire course) and may be subject to appropriate referral to the Office of


Student Conduct (http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/faq#students) for further action. See the UCF Golden Rule (http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/)


 for further information. I will assume for this course that you will adhere to the academic creed of this University and will maintain the


highest standards of academic integrity. In other words, don't cheat by giving answers to others or taking them from anyone else. I will also


adhere to the highest standards of academic integrity, so please do not ask me to change (or expect me to change) your grade


illegitimately or to bend or break rules for one person that will not apply to everyone.


University Writing Center


The University Writing Center (UWC) is a free resource for UCF undergraduates and graduates. At the UWC, a trained writing consultant


will work individually with you on anything you're writing (in or out of class), at any point in the writing process from brainstorming to editing.


Appointments are recommended, but not required. For more information or to make an appointment, visit the UWC website


(http://www.uwc.ucf.edu) , stop by MOD 608, or call 407.823.2197.


You do not need to come to the UCF campus to receive help from a trained writing tutor.  As a UCF student, you have access to writing


tutors at the UCF Online Writing Center.  You can schedule an online consultation (http://uwc.ucf.edu/schedule.php) with a writing tutor. 


You can get the help you need to complete the Final Report of your Civic Engagement Project online at a time convenient to you!  This


service is free to you. 


Disability Statement


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus is


available in alternate formats upon request. Students with disabilities who need accommodations in this course must contact the professor


at the beginning of the semester to discuss needed accommodations. No accommodations will be provided until the student has met with


the professor to request accommodations. Students who need accommodations must be registered with Student Disability Services


(http://www.sds.ucf.edu/) , Ferrell Commons, 7F, Room 185, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before


requesting accommodations from the professor.


Copyright


This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, images, text materials, etc. These items are being used


with regard to the Fair Use doctrine in order to enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, download or distribute


these items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for this online classroom environment and your use only. All copyright materials


are credited to the copyright holder.


Third-Party Software and FERPA


During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or software applications sometimes called third-party


software such as a blog or wiki. While some of these could be required assignments, you need not make any personally identifying


information on a public site. Do not post or provide any private information about yourself or your classmates. Where appropriate you may


use a pseudonym or nickname. Some written assignments posted publicly may require personal reflection/comments, but the assignments


will not require you to disclose any personally identity-sensitive information. If you have any concerns about this, please contact your


instructor.


Financial Aid Requirement


As of Fall, 2014, all faculty are required to document students' academic activity at the beginning of each course.  In order to document that


you began this course, please complete the the Syllabus Quiz by the end of the first week of classes or as soon as possible after


adding the course.  Failure to do so may result in a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid.
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Date Details


Thu May 21, 2015 Read Epstein & Walker, pp. 1-10, 699-710 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1099202&


include_contexts=course_1105574#7b2273686f77223a2267726f75705f636f757273655f31313035353734227d)


12am


Materia Widget: Introduction to U.S. Constitution (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1105574


/assignments/3871004)


due by


11:59pm


Module Quiz: Introduction to the U.S. Constitution (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1105574


/assignments/3870970)


due by


11:59pm


Sun May 24, 2015 Read Epstein & Walker, pp. 11-48 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1099203&


include_contexts=course_1105574#7b2273686f77223a2267726f75705f636f757273655f31313035353734227d)


12am


Crossword Puzzle: U.S. Supreme Court Agenda Setting (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1105574/assignments/3866283)


due by


11:59pm


Module Quiz: Understanding the U.S. Supreme Court (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1105574


/assignments/3871391)


due by


11:59pm


Thu May 28, 2015 Read Epstein & Walker, pp. 57-119 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1099204&


include_contexts=course_1105574#7b2273686f77223a2267726f75705f636f757273655f31313035353734227d)


12am


Matching Quiz: Featured Judiciary Cases (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1105574/assignments


/3866282)


due by


11:59pm


Module Quiz: Judicial Powers and Constraints (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1105574


/assignments/3871392)


due by


11:59pm


Sun May 31, 2015 Read Epstein & Walker, pp. 120-182 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1099205&


include_contexts=course_1105574#7b2273686f77223a2267726f75705f636f757273655f31313035353734227d)


12am


Matching Quiz: Featured Legislative Powers Cases (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1105574


/assignments/3866291)


due by


11:59pm


Module Quiz: Legislative Powers and Constraints (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1105574


/assignments/3871393)


due by


11:59pm


Thu Jun 4, 2015 Read Epstein & Walker, pp. 183-256 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1099206&


include_contexts=course_1105574#7b2273686f77223a2267726f75705f636f757273655f31313035353734227d)


12am


Matching Quiz: Featured Executive Powers Cases (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1105574


/assignments/3866293)


due by


11:59pm


Module Quiz: Executive Powers and Constraints (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1105574


/assignments/3871394)


due by


11:59pm


Sun Jun 7, 2015 Read Epstein & Walker, pp. 257-322 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1099207&


include_contexts=course_1105574#7b2273686f77223a2267726f75705f636f757273655f31313035353734227d)


12am


Matching Quiz: Featured SOP in Action Cases (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1105574


/assignments/3866294)


due by


11:59pm


Module Quiz: Separation of Powers in Action (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1105574


/assignments/3871395)


due by


11:59pm


Mon Jun 8, 2015 Discuss Operating Procedures with Your Group (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1100015&


include_contexts=course_1105574#7b2273686f77223a2267726f75705f636f757273655f31313035353734227d)


12am


Groups Assigned for Supreme Court Simulation One (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1100014&


include_contexts=course_1105574#7b2273686f77223a2267726f75705f636f757273655f31313035353734227d)


12am
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Date Details


Tue Jun 9, 2015 Supreme Court Simulation One Hypothetical Case Released (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1100017&


include_contexts=course_1105574#7b2273686f77223a2267726f75705f636f757273655f31313035353734227d)


12am


Thu Jun 11, 2015 Post Your Individual Memorandum on Supreme Court Simulation One to Group Discussion


(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1100016&


include_contexts=course_1105574#7b2273686f77223a2267726f75705f636f757273655f31313035353734227d)


12am


Sun Jun 14, 2015 Upload Your Group's Opinion(s) for Supreme Court Simulation One (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/courses/1105574/assignments/3866310)


due by


11:59pm


Thu Jun 18, 2015 Read Epstein & Walker, pp. 323-391 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1099208&


include_contexts=course_1105574#7b2273686f77223a2267726f75705f636f757273655f31313035353734227d)


12am


Matching Quiz: Featured Federalism Cases (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1105574/assignments


/3866295)


due by


11:59pm


Module Quiz: Federalism (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1105574/assignments/3871396) due by


11:59pm


Sun Jun 21, 2015 Read Epstein & Walker, pp. 392-482 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1099209&


include_contexts=course_1105574#7b2273686f77223a2267726f75705f636f757273655f31313035353734227d)


12am


Matching Quiz: Featured Federal Commerce Power Cases (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1105574/assignments/3866296)


due by


11:59pm


Module Quiz: Federal Power to Regulate Commerce (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1105574


/assignments/3871397)


due by


11:59pm


Thu Jun 25, 2015 Read Epstein & Walker, pp. 503-515, 522 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1099211&


include_contexts=course_1105574#7b2273686f77223a2267726f75705f636f757273655f31313035353734227d)


12am


Matching Quiz: Featured Federal Tax and Spending Power Cases (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/courses/1105574/assignments/3866298)


due by


11:59pm


Module Quiz: Federal Powers to Tax and Spend (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1105574


/assignments/3871398)


due by


11:59pm


Sun Jun 28, 2015 Read Epstein & Walker, pp. 482-502, 515-522, 550-564 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1099210&


include_contexts=course_1105574#7b2273686f77223a2267726f75705f636f757273655f31313035353734227d)


12am


Matching Quiz: Featured State Commerce Power Cases (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1105574/assignments/3866297)


due by


11:59pm


Matching Quiz: Featured State, Intergovernmental Tax Cases (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1105574/assignments/3866299)


due by


11:59pm


Module Quiz: State Powers to Regulate Commerce, Tax, and Spend (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/courses/1105574/assignments/3871399)


due by


11:59pm


Mon Jun 29, 2015 Discuss Operating Procedures with Your Group (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1100019&


include_contexts=course_1105574#7b2273686f77223a2267726f75705f636f757273655f31313035353734227d)


12am


Groups Assigned for Supreme Court Simulation Two (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1100018&


include_contexts=course_1105574#7b2273686f77223a2267726f75705f636f757273655f31313035353734227d)


12am
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Date Details


Tue Jun 30, 2015 Supreme Court Simulation Two Hypothetical Case Released (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1100020&


include_contexts=course_1105574#7b2273686f77223a2267726f75705f636f757273655f31313035353734227d)


12am


Thu Jul 2, 2015 Post Your Individual Memorandum on Supreme Court Simulation Two to Group Discussion


(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1100021&


include_contexts=course_1105574#7b2273686f77223a2267726f75705f636f757273655f31313035353734227d)


12am


Sun Jul 5, 2015 Upload Your Group's Opinion(s) for Supreme Court Simulation Two (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/courses/1105574/assignments/3868953)


due by


11:59pm


Thu Jul 9, 2015 Read Epstein & Walker, pp. 567-605 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1099212&


include_contexts=course_1105574#7b2273686f77223a2267726f75705f636f757273655f31313035353734227d)


12am


Matching Quiz: Featured Contract Clause Cases (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1105574


/assignments/3866300)


due by


11:59pm


Module Quiz: The Contract Clause (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1105574/assignments/3871400) due by


11:59pm


Sun Jul 12, 2015 Read Epstein & Walker, pp. 606-662 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1099213&


include_contexts=course_1105574#7b2273686f77223a2267726f75705f636f757273655f31313035353734227d)


12am


Matching Quiz: Featured Economic Substantive Due Process Cases (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/courses/1105574/assignments/3866301)


due by


11:59pm


Module Quiz: Economic Substantive Due Process (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1105574


/assignments/3871401)


due by


11:59pm


Thu Jul 16, 2015 Read Epstein & Walker, pp. 663-696 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1099214&


include_contexts=course_1105574#7b2273686f77223a2267726f75705f636f757273655f31313035353734227d)


12am


Matching Quiz: Featured Takings Clause Cases (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1105574


/assignments/3866303)


due by


11:59pm


Module Quiz: The Takings Clause (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1105574/assignments/3871403) due by


11:59pm


Fri Jul 17, 2015 Last Day of Summer Term D (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1099831&


include_contexts=course_1105574#7b2273686f77223a2267726f75705f636f757273655f31313035353734227d)


12am


Sun Jul 19, 2015 POS 4603 Final Exam, Summer 2015 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1105574/assignments


/3871515)


due by


11:59pm


Wed Jul 22, 2015 Grades Due to UCF (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1099832&


include_contexts=course_1105574#7b2273686f77223a2267726f75705f636f757273655f31313035353734227d)


12am
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Syllabus 


POS 4412: Presidential Campaigning 


Summer 2015 


Instructor Contact 


  


  


Instructor Nathan Ilderton 


Office 302 Howard Phillips Hall 


Office 


Hours 


Tuesday and Thursday 1:00-3:00 pm. I will be available in the chat room during office hours.  The chat room 


is located under the chat tab. 


Phone 407-823-2608 


E-mail 
Please contact me via the email function within webcourses for all class related emails. If webcourses is down 


you can reach me via my University email: Nathan.Ilderton@ucf.edu. 


    


Course Information 


Course Name Presidential Campaigning 


Course ID & Section POS 4412 Section DW59 


Credit Hours 3 


Semester/Year Summer 2015 D Term 


Location Online 


Course Description 


This course introduces the process of candidate selection, convention behavior, actual campaign 


process, and the transition of power. 


Prerequisite: ENC 1102 


Course Objectives 


This course focuses on the context and process of presidential elections. Students will become 


familiar with the historical and contemporary context in which presidential elections take place. 



mailto:Nathan.Ilderton@ucf.edu?subject=POS4412





We will examine the process of elections from the primaries through the general election, 


including the roles of political actors beyond the candidates themselves. Finally, we will examine 


specific controversies that have arisen within the modern presidential campaign and proposals to 


address them. These issues include the electoral college, the changing roles of political parties 


and the emergence of super PACs in 2012. 


Required Text 


 Presidential Elections: Strategies and Structures of American Politics. by Nelson Polsby, 


Aaron Wildavsky, Steven Schier, and David Hopkins. 13
th


 edition. Rowman & 


Littlefield. 


 Campaigns on the Cutting Edge. Richard Semiatin, eds. 2
nd


 edition. Sage CQ Press. 


 Links for articles will be periodically included in modules as required reading (See 


Below). 


JSTOR 


Several articles will be accessible through JSTOR, an archive of academic journal articles. 


JSTOR can be accessed through the library website by logging into the library website at 


http://library.ucf.edu/, and clicking on the log in link at the top right. Your library id number is 


on your UCF ID card. 


Once you have logged in click on "Articles and Databases", the "J" tab and select JSTOR from 


the menu. 


Once at the JSTOR website "political science" under browse by discipline and use the reference 


given to you in the module to find the article. 


Any questions regarding logging into the library's site should be directed to the library. 


Course Requirements 


The course is divided into three week segments (see course schedule). During these periods four 


modules will be available. You will be required in each period to complete four quizzes 


participate in one discussion and complete one internet assignment. During the third week of 


each section an exam will open for you to complete. Modules will open on the Monday at the 


beginning of the first week and close the Sunday after the third week at 11:59 pm. 


Missed Assignments/Make-Ups/Extra Credit 


I will not allow missed assignments to be made up without a documented university excused 


absence. If you know ahead of time that you will be unable to complete a module on time please 


inform me prior to the closing time. If you cannot inform me ahead of time, please inform me 


within one business day of the closing of the module either via phone or email. Date and time of 



http://library.ucf.edu/





makeup modules will be determined by the instructor on a case by case basis. I reserve the right 


to change the format and questions of makeup modules at my discretion. 


Evaluation and Grading 


Each module will consist of reading and lecture materials you will be required to read or watch. 


Each module has a quiz associated with it. Quizzes consist of true/false and multiple choice 


questions. True/false and multiple choice questions will be worth one point each. Your quiz 


grade will be computed by dividing the total points earned during the semester by the total points 


available. Quizzes are listed under the assessments tab on the course menu. You have unlimited 


time to complete a quiz. You have only one attempt per quiz, meaning once you open a quiz 


you must complete it. 


Each three week segment of the class will include one discussion question in which you will be 


asked to interact with your classmates. Each discussion contribution will be graded on a 100 


point scale based on the accuracy of the answer to the question posed and the quality of the 


interaction with fellow students. These are listed under the discussions tab of the course menu. 


Each three week segment of the class will include an internet assignment. These will be 


assignments that require you to find or examine materials related to presidential campaigns on 


the web and respond to them. These assignments will be graded on a 100 point scale. These will 


be listed under the assignments tab on the course menu. You may resubmit or edit your 


submission on internet assignments as often as you wish until the day and time the 


assignment is due. 


During the third week of each segment of the class, an exam will be available which you are 


required to complete. Exams consist of five short answer questions from the material covered in 


the three week segment. The second and third exams are not cumulative. Exam questions should 


be answered in or two paragraphs each. Exams will open at midnight on the Monday of the third 


week and close on the following Sunday at 11:59 pm (see course schedule). You have only one 


attempt at exams, meaning once you open an exam you must complete it. Exams have a 60 


minute limit from the time you open it. 


**Please note that the semester ends on Friday, July 17
th


. Assignments for Part III (including the 


exam) will be due at 11:59 pm that day. Exam 3 will open at midnight on Saturday July 11
th


 to 


give you the normal allotted time for the assignment.** 


Assignments will be weighted in the following manner for calculating the final grade. 


Assignment Percentage of Grade 


Quizzes 20 


Internet Assignments 10 


Discussions 10 


Exam 1 20 







Exam 2 20 


Exam 3 20 


Total 100 


Final grades will be awarded according to the following scale. 


Letter Grade Points 


A 90-100 


B 80-89 


C 70-79 


D 60-69 


F 59 or below 


Student Engagement and Financial Aid 


As of Fall 2014, all faculty are required to document students’ academic activity at the beginning 


of each course. In order to document that you began this course, please complete the syllabus 


quiz by the end of the first week of classes or as soon as possible after adding the course. Failure 


to do so may result in a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid. 


The syllabus quiz is a five question multiple choice quiz and can be found under the "Quizzes" 


tab. The only purpose of the syllabus quiz is to satisfy the financial aid requirement for this class. 


It will not be included in the calculation of your final grade. 


Academic Honesty 


Plagiarism and Cheating of any kind on an examination, quiz, or assignment will result at least in 


an "F" for that assignment (and may, depending on the severity of the case, lead to an "F" for the 


entire course) and may be subject to appropriate referral to the Office of Student Conduct for 


further action. See the UCF Golden Rule for further information. I will assume for this course 


that you will adhere to the academic creed of this University and will maintain the highest 


standards of academic integrity. In other words, don't cheat by giving answers to others or taking 


them from anyone else. I will also adhere to the highest standards of academic integrity, so 


please do not ask me to change (or expect me to change) your grade illegitimately or to bend or 


break rules for one person that will not apply to everyone. 


Disability Statement 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all 


persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students 


who need accommodations must be registered with Student Disability Services, Student 


Resource Center Room 132, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, 


before requesting accommodations from the professor. 



http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://www.sds.ucf.edu/





Copyright 


This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, images, text 


materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use doctrine in order to 


enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, download or distribute these 


items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for this online classroom environment and 


your use only. All copyright materials are credited to the copyright holder. 


Third-Party Software and FERPA 


During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or software 


applications sometimes called third-party software such as a blog or wiki. While some of these 


could be required assignments, you need not make any personally identifying information on a 


public site. Do not post or provide any private information about yourself or your classmates. 


Where appropriate you may use a pseudonym or nickname. Some written assignments posted 


publicly may require personal reflection/comments, but the assignments will not require you to 


disclose any personally identity-sensitive information. If you have any concerns about this, 


please contact your instructor. 


  







Schedule 


Modules assignments and exams open at midnight on the open date and close at 11:59pm on the 


close date. 


Weeks Topic Readings Assignments 
Open 


Dates 


Close 


Dates 


 Part I* 


 Weeks 1-3 


Module 


1:Introduction and 


Voters 


Polsby et al. 


Ch. 1 


Campaigns, 


Ch. 1  


Module 1 Quiz 
May 


18th 


June 


7th 


Module 2:Interest 


Groups 


Polsby et al. 


Ch. 2 


Campaigns, 


Ch. 8  


Module 2 Quiz 
May 


18th 


June 


7th 


Module 3: Rules, 


Incumbency, and 


Money 


Polsby et al. 


Ch. 3 pgs 51-


73, 85-93 


Campaigns, 


Ch. 2  


 Module 3 Quiz 


 Money in 


Politics 


Discussion 


May 


18th 


June 


7th 


Module 4: Media 


Polsby et al. 


Ch. 3 pgs 73-


85 


Campaigns, 


Ch. 3,4  


 Module 4 Quiz 


 Campaign Ads 


Internet 


Assignment 


May 


18th 


June 


7th 


Week 3 Exam 1     
June 


1st 


June 


7th 


 Part II 


 Weeks 4-6 


Module 5: 


Primaries 


Polsby et al 


Ch. 4, pgs 93-


128 


 Module 5 Quiz 


 Primary Process 


Discussion 


June 


8th 


June 


28th 


Module 6: 


Conventions 


Polsby et al. 


Ch. 4, pgs. 


128-146 


Module 6 Quiz 
June 


8th 


June 


28th 


Module 7: Debates 


and Persuading 


Voters 


Polsby et al. 


Ch 5, pgs 147-


164, & 184-


190 


 Module 7 Quiz 


 Debates Internet 


Assignment 


June 


8th 


June 


28th 


Module 8: 


Campaign 


Professionals, 


GOTV, and the 


Polsby et al. 


Ch 5, pgs 164-


184 and 190-


208 


Module 8 quiz 
June 


8th 


June 


28th 







General Election Campaigns Ch. 


5, 6  


Week 6 Exam 2     
June 


22nd 


June 


28th 


 Part III 


 Weeks 7-9 


Module 9: Reforms 


to the Nominating 


Process 


Polsby et al Ch 


6, pgs 209-231 


Linked Article 


Module 9 Quiz 
June 


29th 


July 


17th 


Module 10: The 


Electoral College 


Polsby et al., 


Ch. 6, pgs 231-


240 


Two Linked 


Articles 


 Module 10 Quiz 


 Electoral 


College 


Discussion 


June 


29th 


July 


17th 


Module 11: Parties 


and Elections 


Polsby et al. 


Ch. 7 


Campaigns Ch. 


7  


Module 11 Quiz 
June 


29th 


July 


17th 


Module 12: 


Campaign Finance 


Reexamined: The 


Rise of Super PACs 


Campaigns Ch. 


10 


Linked Article 


 Module 12 Quiz 


 Super PACs 


Internet 


Assignment 


June 


29th 


July 


17th 


Week 9 Exam 3     
July 


11th 


July 


17th 


Notes: The links to readings listed above as "linked article" are available on the introduction of 


page of the module to which they are assigned. 


All dates and times are subject to change by Dr. Ilderton. Be informed and routinely check the 


Schedule and Class Email or Announcements for any changes or updates. 


 *Syllabus quiz for financial aid purposes by end of 1st week of class or as soon as possible after 


adding the class. 


 








 
 


  
 


INR 3016: Department of Political Science 
 


COURSE SYLLABUS 
Summer 2015 


 


*Course is Online Only* 
Webcourses@UCF will be used as the medium  


for all aspects of this course.  
 


 
Welcome! 


 
I am your instructor Michael Mousseau. I want everyone to succeed in this course. Please send 
me an email or see me if any issue arises. I believe strongly on the value of debate and lifelong 
learning: I can make mistakes and am always open to being corrected by students. I embrace 
challenges and critical thinking, so I try to construct thought questions (short-answer) in the 
quizzes geared towards testing your understanding of the subject matter rather than your 
ability to memorize facts. Lastly, I hope you have as much fun with this course as I always do. 
 
 
 


Instructor:  Michael Mousseau  


Office:  Howard Phillips Hall 302M 


Phone:  407 823-5093 


On Line: Webcourses is UCF’s online course management system which is accessed 
through my.ucf.edu and then the "Online Course Tools" tab. 


Contact:  Use Inbox, which is the global communication function in Webcourses. I 
will normally respond to all messages within 24 hours, Monday through 
Friday. I can also talk on Skype, if arranged first so I know to turn it on. My 
Skype name is Michael.Mousseau. 


Office Hours: By appointment only. 







   
 
 


University Course Catalog Description. Current global political topics from political 
development and income gap to gender issues and environmental challenges.  


Course Overview. Topics include issues in global development and finance, international 
security and terrorism, climate change, the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, and 
human rights. 


Course Objectives. Achieve an accurate and in-depth understanding of global political issues. 
By the end of this course students will be able to think logically and knowledgeably regarding 
global social and economic processes.   


Course Prerequisites. POS 2041 (American National Government) or C.I. 


Course Credits. 3 hours. 


Required Texts and Materials: 


1. CQ Researcher Editors. 2014. Global Issues. Congressional Quarterly. 
2. Joseph E. Stiglitz. 2007. Making Globalization Work. W. W. Norton & Company.  


Evaluation: 


1. Quizzes 77.5%. One quiz for each of seven modules. 
2. Final Exam 22.5%. Online July 16. 


 
Quizzes 
 
There are seven quizzes during the semester, one for each module, always on Mondays or 
Thurdays, open 24 hours from 00:01 AM to 11:59 PM. The amount of content varies, so their 
worth and time allowed for taking the quiz varies as well. Quiz/exam schedule: 
 


Module Quiz or Exam Date 
% of Course 


Grade 
Minutes of 


Exam  


Understanding the Global Political Order Thr, May 28 15 45  
Global Poverty Thr, June 11 20 60  
Climate Change Thr, June 18 7.5 30  
Big Banks and Corporations Mon, June 29 15 45  
The Vexing Middle East Mon, July 6 10 35  
Weapons of Mass Destruction Thr, July 9 5 25  
Balancing Rights & Security Mon, July 13 5 25  
Final Exam Thr, July 16 22.5 75  
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Quiz Rules and Structure 


1. When to Take. Quizzes are open from 00:01 AM to 11:59 PM on the days they are due, 
always Mondays and Thursdays.  


2. Preparation. To help you prepare for the quizzes, in each module you will find a file 
“Instructor’s Sense of the Readings”.  


3. Content. Questions are a varying mixture of multiple-choice, true-false, and short-
answer.  


4. Cumulative. While the quizzes are focused on each module, the content may be 
cumulative from prior modules.  


5. Make-up Policy. No make-up quizzes are given, since it is unlikely you cannot schedule a 
time to take a quiz within a 24-hour period.  


6. No Re-takes. You can take each module quiz only once during the period it is open.  
7. Checking Answers. All expected answers to short-answer questions will be available for 


viewing after each quiz or exam is completed, for 5-7 days. After receiving your grades 
you should check your answers against expected ones. Contact me if you are not sure 
why you did not get full credit: I can make mistakes or, if I did not, I think it is important 
that everyone understands their assessments. 


 
A Few Tips for Answering Open-Ended Questions 


1. The exams are openbook, so you will not get credit for just copying passages from the 
assigned materials. Instead, the questions are largely aimed at assessing your 
*understanding* of the material. So rather than memorize details, you will be best 
prepared when you feel that you understand the underlying arguments and significance 
of the materials. In addition, be prepared for questions that may require you to 
thoughtfully integrate various materials, including materials from prior weeks.  


2. Make sure to express your answers in your own words; avoid copying passages from 
the course materials. In reading your short-essay answers, my assistant and I try to 
grasp what you intended to say: we do not simply look for, or credit, key words or 
phrases.  


3. For most questions there are multiple possible right answers, and for each, multiple 
ways of expressing them. My assistant and I thus read each answer very carefully to 
glean intent. So it helps if your answer is well written and you go right to the point with 
clarity using your own words. 


4. As a rule, any answer that is not universally understandable is not an answer. For 
instance, for the question ‘Why do trees have leaves?’, the answer ‘for photosynthesis’ 
is not a universally understandable explanation, even as that answer might be verbatim 
in the material. The answer ‘the leaves convert sunlight into carbon dioxide that trees 
need to grow’ is. 
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5. If you are not sure of an answer but are aware of the material and have some idea, 
feel free to express that you are not sure, and what you are thinking and why. I am more 
than willing to give value to thinking and something learned from class that may be 
halfway there, or more. Of course, this is no license to make things up: I deeply discount 
content that is not informed from the course material. It helps to be honest. 


6. No one should think that I have predetermined the answers to all questions. Good 
students come up with possible answers professors may not have thought of. My 
assistant and I try are best to catch these, and I am always open to discussing these 
issues with students and changing the grade after the fact.  


7. Be careful not to make things up or just say everything you can think of, hoping 
something sticks. Each answer is carefully gleaned; if there is nothing is from class—if 
you just guessed and expressed what everybody already learned in kindergarten—your 
assessment is zero. 


 
 
 
Cumulative Final Exam 
 
Online July 16, open 24 hours from 00:01 AM to 11:59 PM. Short essays. Content is cumulative. 
Open for 24 hours so no make-ups are allowed. 
 
 
How to Succeed in this Course 
 


1. Start each module soon after it opens. This means watching the Instructor’s 
Presentation if there is one, reading or viewing the material, and taking the quiz 
when it opens.  
 


2. Most modules will contain the file ‘Instructor’s Presentation’. You will have 
access to these slides in PDF any time, but I highly recommend that you take 
notes by hand as you watch the videos, using your own words. Studies have 
shown that in the process of putting information into your own words, and 
jotting it down, your brain processes the information better, leading to long-term 
comprehension. This is explained in “To Remember a Lecture Better, Take Notes 
by Hand” by Robinson Meyer. 
 


3. Feel free to use the course chat function to ask questions regarding course 
content. Unfortunately chat does not alert instructors when someone posts, so if 
I do not answer a question promptly just send me a message saying ‘chat’ and I’ll 
know to go there.  
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5. Take the Quizzes. There are seven quizzes during the semester, always on 


Mondays or Thurdays. Content is cumulative. 
 


7. Take the final. Online July 16, open 24 hours from 00:01 AM to 11:59 PM. Short 
essays. Content is cumulative.  
 


8. Many modules have a list of activities listed under “If interested in exploring 
more”. These activities are not required and you will not be examined on them.  
 


 
 
Course Outline 
 


May 18 
- 


May 28   


 Module 1: Understanding the Global Political Order 
Instructor’s Presentation. 
Readings: 


• Global Issues, chapter 4. 
• Thomas Ladenburg, “Dargo Doctrine and Rooselvelt Corollary” 


Digital History. 
• “Five Secrets to Revising That Can Boost Your Grades”, Tom 


Stafford, The Guardian, January 8, 2014. 
Quiz #1. 
If interested in exploring more: 


 
 


 • Adam Watson, The Evolution of International Society: A 
Comparative Historical Analysis (London and New York, 
Routledge, 1992). Especially chapters 13 to 21 on the changes in 
Europe from the medieval period through the nineteenth century.  


  • Benn Steil, The Battle of Bretton Woods: John Maynard Keynes, 
Harry Dexter White, and the Making of a New World Order 
(Princeton University Press, 2013). Narrative describes how the 
blueprint for the post-World War II economic order was drawn. 


  • Dean Acheson, Present at the Creation: My Years in the State 
Department (W.W. Norton & Co. 1987 [1969]). Memoir covers in 
detail the goals and perspectives of key US foreign policy decisions 
made at the start of the Cold War. 


  • William Appleman Williams, The Tragedy of American Diplomacy 
(W. W. Norton 2009[1959]). This classic work documents how the 
core aim of US foreign policy is the search for markets. 
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  • Richard H. Immerman, The CIA in Guatemala: The Foreign Policy of 
Intervention (University of Texas Press, 1982). Recounts the 
American backed overthrow of the democratic government of 
Guatemala in 1954. 


 


  • Watch: 
http://www.viralforest.com/watch-1000-years-european-borders-
change/ 
http://www.openculture.com/2014/07/every-day-of-wwi-in-a-6-
minute-time-lapse-film.html 


 
May 29 


- 
June 11 


 Module 2: Global Poverty 
Instructor’s Presentation. 
Readings: 


• Global Issues, chapters 7, 8 & 9. 
• Stiglitz, Making Globalization Work, chapters 1 - 5. 
• Beauchamp, “5 Reasons Why 2013 Was The Best Year In Human 


History”, ThinkProgress, December 11, 2013. 
• Krugman, “What Markets Will,” October 16, 2014 
• Applebaum, “How He and His Cronies Stole Russia,” The New York 


Review of Books, December 18, 2014. 
• Krugman, “Putin’s Bubble Bursts”, New York Times, Dec. 18, 2014. 
• Burgis, “The Looting Machine, by Tom Burgis,” New York Times 


Sunday Review, March 20, 2015. 
Instructor’s Sense of the Readings. 
Quiz #2. 
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June 12 - 18 
 


 Module 3: Climate Change 
Readings: 


• Global Issues, chapters 15 & 16. 
• Stiglitz, Making Globalization Work, chapter 6. 
• Gillis, “Panel’s Warning on Climate Risk: Worst Is Yet to Come,” 


New York Times, March 31, 2014. 
• Krugman, “Salvation Gets Cheap,” New York Times, April 17, 2014. 
• Randall, “While You Were Getting Worked Up Over Oil Prices, This 


Just Happened to Solar,” Bloomberg, October 29, 2014. 
• Davenport, “Optimism Faces Grave Realities at Climate Talks,” 


New York Times, November 30, 2014. 
• Gillis, “New Report Urges Western Governments to Reconsider 


Reliance on Biofuels,” New York Times, January 28, 2015. 
• Milbank, “Climate-change deniers are in retreat”, The Washington 


Post, April 6, 2015. 
• Gillis, “U.N. Climate Panel Warns Speedier Action Is Needed to 


Avert Disaster,” New York Times, April 13, 2014. 
Video: “One Guy With A Marker Just Made The Global Warming Debate 


Completely Obsolete.”  
Instructor’s Sense of the Readings. 
Quiz #3.  
If interested in exploring more:  


• Daniel Yergin, The Quest: Energy, Security, and the Remaking of 
the Modern World (Penguin Press, 2011). This bestselling book by 
Pulitzer- prize-winning author Daniel Yergin describes the 
development of the current energy system and the prospects for 
the future. 
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June 19 - 29 
 


 Module 4: Big Banks and Corporations 
Readings: 


• Global Issues, chapters 10, 11 & 12. 
• Stiglitz, Making Globalization Work, chapters 7 – 10. 
• Tavernise, “Tobacco Firms Suing to Keep Markets Open in lDCs”,  


New York Times, December 13, 2013. 
• Bernstein, “Dethrone ‘King Dollar’”, New York Times, August 27, 


2014. 
• Editorial, “U.S. Allies, Lured by China’s Bank,” New York Times, 


March 20, 2015. 
• Weisman, “At Global Economic Gathering, U.S. Primacy is Seen as 


Ebbing,” New York Times, April 17, 2015 
Instructor’s Sense of the Readings.  
Quiz #4.  
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June 30 
- 


July 6 


 Module 5: The Vexing Middle East 
Instructor’s Presentation. 
Readings: 


• Global Issues, chapters 2, 3, 6 & 14. 
• Higgins, “A Norway Town and Its Pipeline to Jihad in Syria,” New 


York Times, April 4, 2015. 
• Arango, “Longtime Rivals Look to Team Up to Confront ISIS,” New 


York Times, September 9, 2014. 
• Hadid, “Palestinian Leaders See Validation of Their Statehood 


Effort,” New York Times, March 18, 2015. 
• Munayyer, “Netanyahu’s Win Is Good for Palestine,” New York 


Times, March 18, 2015. 
• Horowitz, “Israel Election Result Complicates Life for Clinton,” 


New York Times, March 19, 2015. 
• Horowitz, “Do the Democrats and Israel Have a Future Together,” 


New York Times Magazine, March 20, 2015. 
• Mazzetti and Cooper, “Sale of U.S. Arms Fuels the Wars of Arab 


States,” New York Times, April 18, 2015.  
• Krauss, “New Balance of Power,” New York Times, April 22, 2015. 


“Map Shows World’s Most Racist Countries (and the Answers May 
Surprise you)”, Hugo Gye, The Mail, May 16, 2013. 


http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/worldviews/wp/2014/10/01/9-
attempts-to-explain-the-crazy-complexity-of-the-middle-east/ 


Instructor’s Sense of the Readings. 
Quiz #5. 


 
July 7 - 9  Module 6: Weapons of Mass Destruction 


Instructor’s Presentation. 
Readings: 


• Global Issues, chapter 1. 
• Hudson, “7 Things North Korea Is Really Good At”, Foreign Policy 


Magazine, April 29, 2013. 
• Gordon, “U.S. Delegation Is to Visit Moscow to Review Claims of a 


Missile Violation,” New York Times, September 8, 2014. 
• Sanger, “With U.S. Eyes on Iran, North Korea’s Nuclear Arsenal 


Expanded,” New York Times, May 7, 2015. 
Instructor’s Sense of the Readings. 
Quiz #6. 
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July 10 - 13  Module 7: Balancing Rights & Security 
Readings: 


• Global Issues, chapters 5 & 13. 
• Sanger, “Fine Line Seen in U.S. Spying on Companies,” New York 


Times, May 20, 2014. 
Instructor’s Sense of the Readings. 
Quiz #7. 


 
July 16  Final Exam 


Open 24 hours from 00:01 AM to 11:59 PM. Short essays. Content is 
cumulative. 


 
 
 
Course Policies 


Embrace Diversity. The University of Central Florida recognizes that our individual 
differences can deepen our understanding of one another and the world around us, rather 
than divide us. In this class, people of all ethnicities, genders and gender identities, religions, 
ages, sexual orientations, disabilities, socioeconomic backgrounds, regions, and nationalities 
are strongly encouraged to share their rich array of perspectives and experiences. If you feel 
your differences may in some way isolate you from UCF's community or if you have a need of 
any specific accommodations, please speak with the instructor early in the semester about 
your concerns and what we can do together to help you become an active and engaged 
member of our class and community. 


Course Accessibility Statement. It is my goal that this class be an accessible and welcoming 
experience for all students, including those with disabilities that may impact learning in this 
class. If anyone believes the design of this course poses barriers to effectively participating 
and/or demonstrating learning in this course, please meet with me (with or without a Student 
Disability Services (SDS) accommodation letter) to discuss reasonable options or adjustments. 
During our discussion, I may suggest the possibility/necessity of your contacting SDS (Ferrell 
Commons 185; 407-823-2371; sds@ucf.edu) to talk about academic accommodations. You are 
welcome to talk to me at any point in the semester about course design concerns, but it is 
always best if we can talk at least one week prior to the need for any modifications. 
 
UCF Creed. Integrity, scholarship, community, creativity, and excellence are the core values that 
guide our conduct, performance, and decisions. 
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Ethics statement. As reflected in the UCF creed, integrity and scholarship are core values that 
should guide our conduct and decisions as members of the UCF community. Plagiarism and 
cheating contradict these values, and so are very serious academic offenses. Penalties can 
include a failing grade in an assignment or in the course, or suspension or expulsion from the 
university. Students are expected to familiarize themselves with and follow the University’s 
Rules of Conduct (see http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/). For more information about UCF's Rules 
of Conduct, see http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/. 
 
Academic Integrity/Plagiarism. Many incidents of plagiarism result from students’ lack of 
understanding about what constitutes plagiarism. However, you are expected to familiarize 
yourself with UCF’s policy on plagiarism. All work you submit must be your own scholarly and 
creative efforts.  UCF’s Golden Rule defines plagiarism as follows: “whereby another’s work is 
used or appropriated without any indication of the source, thereby attempting to convey the 
impression that such work is the student’s own.” In other words, don't cheat by giving answers 
to others or taking them from anyone else. I will also adhere to the highest standards of 
academic integrity, so please do not ask me to change (or expect me to change) your grade 
illegitimately or to bend or break rules for one person that will not apply to everyone. 
 
UCF Cares. During your UCF career, you may experience challenges including struggles with 
academics, finances, or your personal well-being. UCF has a multitude of resources available to 
all students. Please visit UCFCares.com if you are seeking resources and support, or if you are 
worried about a friend or classmate. Free services and information are included for a variety of 
student concerns, including but not limited to alcohol use, bias incidents, mental health 
concerns, and financial challenges. You can also e-mail ucfcares@ucf.edu with questions or for 
additional assistance. You can reach a UCF Cares staff member between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. by 
calling 407-823-5607. If you are in immediate distress, please call Counseling and Psychological 
Services to speak directly with a counselor 24/7 at 407-823-2811, or please call 911. 
 
Make-up Exam Policy. No make-ups are given. Exceptions are allowed only in extreme 
circumstances. 
 
Grading Scale: 
 


Grading Scale (%) 
94-100  A 
90-93  A- 
87-89  B+ 
84-86  B 
80-83  B- 
77-79  C+ 
74-76  C 
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Grading Scale (%) 
70-73  C- 
67-69  D+ 
64-66  D 
60-63  D- 
0 - 59  F 


 
 
Grade Dissemination. Graded tests and materials in this course will be returned individually 
only by request. You can access your scores at any time using the Grade Book function of 
Canvas. Please note that scores returned mid-semester are unofficial grades. 
 
Late Work Policy. Papers turned in late will be assessed a penalty: a half-letter grade if it is one 
day late, or a full-letter grade for 2-7 days late. Essays will not be accepted if overdue by more 
than seven days, or if turned in less than five days before the end of the semester. 
 
Extra Credit Policy. To be fair to everyone, there is no extra credit available. 
 
Incompletes. The current university policy concerning incomplete grades will be followed in this 
course. Incomplete grades are given only in situations where unexpected emergencies prevent 
a student from completing the course and the remaining work can be completed the next 
semester. Your instructor is the final authority on whether you qualify for an incomplete. 
Incomplete work must be finished by the end of the subsequent semester or the “I” will 
automatically be recorded as an “F” on your transcript. 
 
Curve Policy. No curve. You are competing only with yourself. 
 
Communication with Instructor Policy. In this class our official mode of communication is 
through email located inside Canvas. All communication between student and instructor and 
between student and student should be respectful and professional. It is the student's 
responsibility to check the "coursemail" tool frequently. You may also wish to create a Knight's 
Email account at www.knightsemail.ucf.edu for separate official communication from the 
university. 
 
Religious Observances. Students are expected to notify their instructor in advance if they 
intend to miss a quiz, the midterm exam, or the paper due date to observe a holy day of their 
religious faith. For a list of the major religious holidays in a number of faiths contact the Office 
of Diversity Initiatives at 407-823-6479. 
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Deployed Active Duty Military Students. If you are a deployed active duty military student and 
feel that you may need a special accommodation due to that unique status, please contact your 
instructor to discuss your circumstances. 
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		University Course Catalog Description. Current global political topics from political development and income gap to gender issues and environmental challenges. 

		Course Overview. Topics include issues in global development and finance, international security and terrorism, climate change, the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, and human rights.

		Course Objectives. Achieve an accurate and in-depth understanding of global political issues. By the end of this course students will be able to think logically and knowledgeably regarding global social and economic processes.  

		Course Prerequisites. POS 2041 (American National Government) or C.I.
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		Evaluation:






 


 


Syllabus 
INR 2002, DW59 


Summer 2015 
 


Instructor Contact 


Instructor  Mark Schafer 


Office  314 Howard Phillips Hall 


Office 
Hours 


Available by email 


Phone  (407) 823-3328 


E-mail  mark.schafer@ucf.edu 


 


Course Information 


Course Name  International Relations – Theory and Practice 


Course ID & Section INR 2002 – DW59 


Credit Hours  3 


Semester/Year  Summer 2015 


Location Online only 


 


Course Description 


UCF Catalog Description:  Analysis of the fundamental principles and factors 
affecting interstate relations and their application to contemporary global 
developments. 
 
Course Overview: This course is designed to introduce you to the theories and 
practices of global politics. The course deals with two primary dimensions of 
international politics. The first covers the important theories and concepts of 
international relations. This will be covered primarily in class lectures and 
discussions.  You may wish to supplement this with optional textbook readings in 
Dynamics of International Relations, 2004, by Walter C. Clemens; Rowman & 
Littlefield Publishers.  But please note that this book is optional. The only 
required book for this course is a novel by Isaac Asimov called Foundation.  This 







  


 


novel deals fictitiously with many issues pertaining to international relations in 
general and will be the basis for some provocative discussion throughout the 
semester. Both books should be available at the UCF Bookstore (and perhaps 
elsewhere in town).  
 
The second primary dimension of the class deals with current issues, practices 
and problems in today’s international setting. In order to accomplish this you are 
required to read international news stories at yahoo.com, which I’ll show you in 
class early in the semester.  Pay particular attention to international and global 
happenings such as events in Iraq, Afghanistan, Russia, the European Union, 
Africa, the Middle East, global trade and economic issues, and others as they 
emerge. Note that you must read these stories before class each day. We will 
spend a portion of class time each week discussing current international topics 
and how those topics fit into the theories we have studied and discussed in class. 
In addition to reading yahoo international stories, you can get supplemental 
international news from the following sources (but remember that the yahoo 
stories are required): 
 1. Listen to National Public Radio (NPR) news programs (particularly All 
Things Considered in the late afternoon and Morning Edition in the morning). 
NPR can be found on the FM dial at 90.7 and is an excellent source of interesting 
and in-depth international news. 
 2. Read the international news stories in major magazines such as Time, 
the Economist or Newsweek.  
 3. Watch national news on television and pay particular attention to the 
international news stories.   


Course Objectives 


 Increased knowledge of international relations theories and practices. 
 Increased academic skills in the following areas: reading, writing, 


communicating, and particular thinking critically. 


Required Readings 


 Foundation by Isaac Asimov 
 International stories at Yahoo.com 


Optional/Supplemental Text 


 Dynamics of International Relations, 2004, by Walter C. Clemens; Rowman 
& Littlefield Publishers   


  







  


 


Course Requirements 


 


Assignment Date Percent of Final Grade 


First Exam June 5 25 


Second Exam June 26 25 


Final Exam July 17 25 


First Short Paper June 17 7.5 


Second Short Paper July 3 7.5 


Class Discussion semester 10 


 
 


 
Exams will be multiple choice and medium-length essay questions.  
 


Class Discussion 


Required Discussion Participation    


Note above that participation in class discussion is a required component of this 
course (10% of your overall grade).  For most discussion assignments, you will 
need to make two entries to the discussion topic, one that is an original post, and 
one that is a reply to another student’s original post.  Be sure to follow the 
specific directions for each of these required discussion topics. 
 


Optional Discussion Participation and Bonus Grade 


In addition to the required participation in discussion, each module will have an 
optional discussion topic focusing on the lecture videos for that module.  In the 
optional discussion topic, you may comment on the lecture material, contribute 
additional information regarding the lecture topic, ask questions about the 
lecture, and respond to others’ posts in the discussion topic.  In other words, the 
lecture discussion topic should resemble open discussions in a regular 
classroom.   
 
Every time you participate in one of these optional discussion topics, you will 
receive bonus points (up to two points per post or reply (see the Discussion 
Grading Rubric linked on the Start link on the home page for the course), and a 
maximum of four points total for each module).  The points from these optional 
discussions will go toward a bonus that will be added to your overall grade for the 
semester, up to 5% addition to your grade.  So, for instance, if you earn an 
87.5% overall for the semester, but you were very active in the optional lecture 
discussions and you earn a 4.1% bonus, that gets added to your overall grade, 







  


 


for a new total of 91.6%, and instead of getting a B, you would get an A!  And, 
because this is such a large possible bonus, please note that I do NOT round 
grades up at all.  In other words, if you get an 89.9% overall, but never participate 
in the optional discussions, then your final grade will be a B. 
 


Missed Assignments/Make-Ups 


Papers and assignments must be completed on time. Exams and quizzes may 
not be rescheduled or postponed. Exceptions will be allowed only under 
extreme, documented circumstances.  Under such circumstances, you are 
required to notify me (or, if I am unavailable, the Department of Political Science) 
prior to the date or as soon as possible if prior notice is impossible. 
 
Late papers are generally not accepted.  If I accept a late paper because of 
circumstances, I will make substantial reductions in the paper grade for every 
day it is late, up to a maximum of 75% reduction. 


Evaluation and Grading 


Final Percent for Course Grade 


90% - 100% A 


80% - 89.99% B 


70% - 79.99% C 


60% - 69.99% D 


Below 60% F 


Academic Honesty 


As reflected in the UCF creed, integrity and scholarship are core values that 
should guide our conduct and decisions as members of the UCF community. 
Plagiarism and cheating contradict these values, and so are very serious 
academic offenses. Penalties can include a failing grade in an assignment or in 
the course, or suspension or expulsion from the university.  All work you submit 
must be your own scholarly and creative effort.  UCF’s Golden Rule defines 
plagiarism as follows: whereby another’s work is used or appropriated 
without any indication of the source, thereby attempting to convey the 
impression that such work is the student’s own.   I may require an electronic 
version of any paper submitted for this class. 


Disability Statement 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable 
accommodations for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus can be made 
available in alternate formats upon request. Students with disabilities who need 
accommodations in this course must register with Student Disability Services, 







  


 


Ferrell Commons Room 132, phone (407) 823-2371; TTY/TDD-only phone (407) 
823-2116.  


Third-party Notes 


Third parties may be selling class notes and other materials from this class 
without my authorization. Please be aware that such class materials may contain 
errors, which could affect your performance or grade. Use these materials at your 
own risk. 


Copyright 


This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video 
clips, images, text materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the 
Fair Use doctrine in order to enhance the learning environment. Please do not 
copy, duplicate, download or distribute these items. The use of these materials is 
strictly reserved for this online classroom environment and your use only. All 
copyright materials are credited to the copyright holder. 





