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POS 3703: Scope and Methods of Political Science 
Department of Political Science 


University of Central Florida 
Syllabus 


Instructor Contact 


Professor Andrea Vieux 
avieux@knights.ucf.edu* 


 
 
Office Location UCF Valencia West Campus 


Building 11, Room 300A 
 


UCF Main Campus 
HPH 302 


Office Telephone* (407) 582-5727 
 


(407) 823-2608 


Office Hours By appointment By appointment 
 


• All office hours are first come, first served.  You can make an appointment with 
me during my office hours to ensure that I see you at the time you are available.  
Appointments take priority over walk-ins. 


• The best way to reach me is via my mail tab in Webcourses.  If you send me an 
email via the webcourse DO NOT send me the same email via the knights email.  
If you send me an email via knights email, DO NOT send me the same email via 
the webcourse. 


Course Information 


Course Name  POS 3703: Scope and Methods of Political Science 


Course ID & Section ID: 85958    Section: OW57 


Credit Hours  3 credits 


Semester/Year  Fall 2015 


Location online 
 


Course Description 


Prerequisites: Junior standing or consent of the Instructor. 
 
The scope and methodology of political analysis. Extensive examination of the discipline, 
research design and methodology.  The first half of the semester covers basic research 
designs, the research process, and gives students the tools and information needed to 







  
complete the course research paper.  The second half of that paper covers other methods 
of investigation and analysis, survey research, sampling, qualitative research, and ethical 
considerations. 


Course Objectives 


Students successfully completing this course will be able to: 


• Identify basic components of research methodology and techniques used by political 
scientists. 


• Analyze data using statistical software 
• Evaluate research, statistics and findings.  


Additional Items of Note 


• Save your work on a flash drive.  You will need it repeatedly and do not want to 
have to keep redoing all of your tasks. 


• You may NOT record classroom meetings (voice or video recordings). 
Reasonable accommodations can be made for students with disabilities—speak 
with me. 


• Your failure to plan is not my emergency.  Stay on top of your classwork and get 
started well in advance of deadline.  See How to Study.org 


• ALL work MUST be your own. 
• If you have questions, ask. 


Required Textbook 


• Pollock III, Philip H. 2008. The Essentials of Political Analysis. 4th Edition. 
Washington, D.C.: CQ Press.  


o ISBN # 978-1-60871-686-9 


Required Workbook 


• Pollock III, Philip H. 2008. An SPSS Companion to Political Analysis. 4th Edition. 
Washington, D.C.: CQ Press.  


o ISBN # 978-1-60871-687-6 


Additional Required Readings: 
 
In addition to the aforementioned texts, you will be required to read political science 
journal articles (or other political science research).  They are listed in the weekly 
schedule, or will be announced in class, or announced vial the course web-site.   



http://www.howtostudy.org/





  


Useful Supplements 


• Baglione, Lisa. 2011. Writing a Research Paper in Political Science: A Practical 
Guide to Inquiry, Structure, and Methods. 2nd Edition. Washington, DC: CQ Press. 


• Brians, Craig Lenord, Lars Willnat, Jarol B. Manheim, and Richard Rich. 2011. Empirical 
Political Analysis: Quantitative and Qualitative Research Methods. 8th Edition. Boston: 
Longman. 


Course Syllabus 


This is the course syllabus, and should be treated as a written agreement between the professor 
and student.  Students should refer to the syllabus for any questions pertaining to the course, 
grading, etc.  Any deviations from this syllabus will be announced.  Therefore, students are 
responsible for any announcements, and any information or handouts given.  Absence is not an 
excuse for ignorance. 


Research and Writing Skills:  


References required for written/class/online assignments must be relevant to our research, 
academic, authoritative and reliable. If you are a little shaky on academic standards 
governing acceptable references, ask questions of myself, or a librarian (or refer to the 
UCF library website). 
 
All written communication follows standard rules of English grammar and spelling.  If 
you are a little rusty on the standards acceptable in the academic community, go to the 
writing center, or ask me.  All written work should be presented in a formal, professional 
manner; using proper language and formatting, and should be edited for grammar, 
spelling, and writing flow/style.  


Writing Center:  


The University Writing Center (UWC) is a free resource for UCF undergraduates and 
graduates. At the UWC, a trained writing consultant will work individually with you on 
anything you're writing (in or out of class), at any point in the writing process from 
brainstorming to editing. Appointments are recommended, but not required. For more 
information or to make an appointment, visit the UWC website at 
http://www.uwc.ucf.edu , stop by MOD 608, or call 407.823.2197. 
 
UCF Computer Labs:  
 


Campus Computer Labs:  
http://guides.ucf.edu/c.php?g=78577&p=517810 
  
SPSS labs in Tech Commons:  
http://www.cst.ucf.edu/about/technology-sales-service-and-support/technology-
commons-2/ 
 



http://www.uwc.ucf.edu/

http://guides.ucf.edu/c.php?g=78577&p=517810

http://www.cst.ucf.edu/about/technology-sales-service-and-support/technology-commons-2/

http://www.cst.ucf.edu/about/technology-sales-service-and-support/technology-commons-2/





  
UCF Apps 
http://apps.ucf.edu/ 


 
Webcourse Privacy:  
 
Privacy:  Access to Webocourses is extended to you for the duration of your enrollment 
in the course, providing that you comply with class and school policies. You may not 
share that access with another person who is not enrolled in the course. Students who do 
so violate the privacy of other students as well as school policy. The act may lead to the 
violator being denied access to the Blackboard shell. 
 
On occasion, I permit others to enter the course, to critique my work, to view the 
operations of the course, or to work on a technical problem. For the entire term, my 
technical consultant has access to the course to provide continuity for you should the 
unexpected happen to me. 
 
E-Mail:  


E-mail will be an integral part of this course. Make sure you: 


1. Be patient. Don’t expect an immediate response when you send a message. 
Generally, two days is considered reasonable amount of time to receive a reply. 


2. Include "Subject" headings: use something that is descriptive and refer to a 
particular assignment or topic. 


3. Be courteous and considerate. Being honest and expressing yourself freely is very 
important but being considerate of others online is just as important as in the 
classroom. 


4. Make every effort to be clear. Online communication lacks the nonverbal cues 
that fill in much of the meaning in face-to-face communication. 


5. Do not use all caps. This makes the message very hard to read and is considered 
"shouting." Check spelling, grammar, and punctuation (you may want to compose 
in a word processor, then cut and paste the message into the discussion or e-mail). 


6. Break up large blocks of text into paragraphs and use a space between paragraphs. 
7. Sign your e-mail messages. 
8. DO NOT email me hours (24 or less) before something is due to ask me questions 


about it.  You need to stay on task so that I have an appropriate amount of time to 
read the message and respond (generally, that is 48 hours). 


Never assume that your e-mail can be read by no one except yourself; others may be able 
to read or access your mail. Never send or keep anything that you would not mind seeing 
on the evening news. 
 
See these websites for helpful information on how to write professional emails. 
  
How to Email a Professor 
How to Email a Professor 
How to Email Your Professor 



http://apps.ucf.edu/

http://www.wikihow.com/Email-a-Professor

http://web.wellesley.edu/SocialComputing/Netiquette/netiquetteprofessor.html

https://cms.cerritos.edu/uploads/ifalcon/How_to_Email_your_Professor.pdf





  
Students: How to email your professor, employer, or professional peers 
How to email your professor: FAQ 
 
I will communicate with you through the webcourses sites e-mail to answer questions 
regarding class assignments and exams.  Regarding exams, I will not give exact answers 
for possible exam questions, but rather will provide information to help you find the 
answers. Professional e-mail communication is an important skill that will last beyond 
the class and college experience.  Keep in mind how you want to present yourself through 
e-mail.  In this class our official mode of communication is through email. All 
communication between student and instructor and between student and student should 
be respectful and professional.  
 
Copyright 


This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, 
images, text materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use 
doctrine in order to enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, 
download or distribute these items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for this 
online classroom environment and your use only. All copyright materials are credited to 
the copyright holder. 


In addition, the notes, lectures, videos, handouts, etc. provided by the professor are 
owned by the professor and considered intellectual property.  All intellectual property is 
safeguarded by copyright law and is not to be shared, distributed, etc. without the 
professor’s consent. 
 
Disability Statement 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations 
for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon 
request. Students who need accommodations must be registered with Student Disability 
Services, Student Resource Center Room 132, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only 
phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting accommodations from the professor. 


Grading & Course Requirements 
 
The following applies to all assignments:  


• All assignments are due at 11:59 pm on the due date in the schedule 
• NO LATE WORK, NO MAKE-UPS. 
• All work MUST be your own 


 
Academic Activity (0%)   **REQUIRED** 
 
All faculty members are required to document students' academic activity at the 
beginning of each course. In order to document that you began this course, please 
complete the academic activity by the end of the first week of classes, or as soon as 



http://chrisblattman.com/2010/11/08/students-how-to-email-to-your-professor-employer-and-professional-peers/

http://www.cwu.edu/~glasbys/EMAIL

http://www.sds.ucf.edu/

http://www.sds.ucf.edu/





  
possible after adding the course. Failure to do so will result in a delay in the disbursement 
of your financial aid. 
 
Introductory Quiz (5%): 
 
At the beginning of the semester, there will be a quiz over the introduction, syllabus, and 
assignment documents.  You will find the material you need to answer the questions 
under the Course Modules titled “Course Introduction and Syllabus” and “Assignment 
Directions and Links”   
 
Participation (15%): 
 
Attendance Policy: Students should check in on the webcourse at least twice per week. 
 
In order to fully engage in this course, students will be expected engage with other 
students in online discussions—that is, these are discussions between students on which I 
will occasionally comment.  For each discussion, a student is required to post at least one 
initial post on the topic, and reply to at least one other student’s post.  Each required 
discussion element is to be posted by 11:59 pm on the due date.   
 
Grades for participation are based on both the quantity and the quality of the posts. 
Doing the bare minimum number of posts does NOT guarantee you an A.  A-level work 
is excellent, B-level work is good, and C-level work is satisfactory. While one can 
(theoretically) have a stellar/excellent single reply, it is far better to ‘hedge your bets’ on 
overall quality with multiple replies—remember the goal is to engage and discuss with 
your classmates. Any disruptive behavior, inappropriate comments, activities not related 
to the course, etc. will reflect poorly on the student’s participation grade.   
 
Posting something someone else has already said, saying I agree, etc. is not considered a 
quality post.  Furthermore, initial posts should be relevant to the assigned topic—
technical questions should be posted in the technical questions forum, questions on 
course concepts and content should be posted in the course content discussion, questions 
for me should be posted in the general discussion forum or emailed to me, questions 
about assessments, your grades, etc. should be emailed to me.  
 
The discussions are intended to promote Active Learning. Meaning, you are interacting 
with each other and sharing ideas, etc. in order to fully grasp material. Active learning 
has been shown to enhance student outcomes (i.e. information retention and learning). By 
only replying to one student you aren’t really engaged in the material as much as you 
would be if you had a full conversation. Because this is an online course, discussions are 
one of the only ways to achieve this type of learning—hence the need to fully engage in 
the discussions. 
 
Note: I am looking for thought provoking posts that show you are engaged in the 
material.  These discussions lead up to your final assignment. Doing a good job on them 
will help you prepare for that paper. 
 
 



http://www1.umn.edu/ohr/teachlearn/tutorials/active/what/index.html





  
Workbook Exercises (25%) 
 
You will complete a series of workbook exercise sets, then answer questions about the 
exercises using the “Quiz” tool in the Webcourse. Each set is designed to work alongside 
the lectures and the Pollock textbook. The questions are taken directly from the 
workbook exercises or are applications/extensions of the exercises.  You must complete 
the workbook exercise sets before you begin answer the questions—each set of 
activities will take you at least a few hours to complete.   
 
There are 8 workbook exercise question sets. The workbook exercise question sets are 
each worth 10 points.  The number of questions for each set varies between 5 and 13. I 
will drop your lowest score and average the remaining 7 scores for your workbook 
exercises grate. 
 
Content Quizzes (30%): 
 
There are a total of 3 content quizzes, each is worth 10 %. Each quiz is cumulative, and 
may contain any material that has been assigned, covered, read, discussed, announced, 
completed, etc. for that module or any previous module.  Be sure to do all the required 
readings, activities, etc. before you take the quiz—the readings, activities, etc. will take 
you at least a few hours. There are no questions from the workbook exercises in the 
content quizzes.  
 
Article Assessment (25%) 
 
Students will write a 2 page (single-spaced) paper analyzing an article assigned by the 
professor.  It must be turned in by the due date in an openable, readable WORD file in the 
provided upload link in the Assignment dropbox in the webcourse.  If your paper is not 
consistent with the “openable, readable WORD file” stipulations it will not be accepted.  
Follow the directions in the Article Assessment Directions page in the Webcourse. 
 
Will the professor read drafts of the article assessment?   
In general, no.  If you want help on your writing, go to the writing center.  If you have 
specific questions about articles, ask your fellow classmates (via the course content 
discussion) or send me an email message at least two weeks prior to the due date.  You 
may also bring your questions into my face-to-face office hours at least two weeks (or 
more) before the paper is due.  If you wait until the last minute (i.e. less than two weeks 
prior to the due date), do not expect complete feedback.  I need time to respond, and you 
will need time to make changes. 
 
Extra credit: There is no extra credit in this course.  Do not expect any deviation from 
this policy.  
 
Some Notes on Grading: 
 
The fact that you are in college suggests that you were a decent student in high school.  It 
does not, however, mean you will be getting an A in this course.  Enrollment in this 







  
course does not mean you earned an A in this course. Earning an A might require more 
diligence than you are used to.  The letter grade “A” is reserved for excellence, “B” for 
good, and “C” for satisfactory.  Doing the bare minimum is not A-level work. 
 
For an undergraduate course, it is expected that you spend at least 3 hours outside of class 
time for every course credit hour studying, preparing, completing work, etc.  So, if you 
only spend 9 hours outside of class time doing these things, you are doing the bare 
minimum.  Also, beyond spending enough time studying, etc. you should be using your 
time effectively.  Spending 9 hours studying is not a guarantee of an A. 
 
In addition, this course is difficult (even in a face-to-face environment).  You should plan 
ahead on assignments and assessments.  DO NOT wait until the last minute.  You will 
probably realize (too late) that you should’ve started earlier.  I don’t accept late work of 
any kind. 


Grade Breakdown: 


Introductory Quiz 
Participation   
Workbook Exercises 
Content Quizzes   
Article Assessment   


5% 
15% 
25% 
30% 
25% 


 


Grading Scale: 


94-100  A 
90-93  A- 
88-89  B+ 
84-87  B 
80-83  B- 
78-79  C+ 
74-77  C 
70-73  C- 
68-69  D+ 
64-67  D 
60-63  D- 
0 - 59  F 


 


Late Work & Make-ups 


As noted at the top of this page, I do not allow for late work or make-ups. Do not 
anticipate any deviation from this policy. I do make exceptions for extenuating 







  
circumstances on a case-by-case basis (see below). **The general rule is no late work, no 
make-ups.**   


Under exceptional circumstances and with my permission a make-up might be granted. I 
must be informed, be provided with legitimate documentation for the request and need 
for the make-up, and give permission prior to the due date. Furthermore the request must 
conform to University Policy (for example, final exams are governed by stricter rules and 
will not be given before the University scheduled final exam period or after the 
University scheduled final exam period), the learning objective for that assignment must 
still be able to be fulfilled, and there must be a reasonable accommodation that can be 
made to make-up the missed work. If all these stipulations are met, then I may grant a 
make-up. In that case, the make-up may not be the same as the original. 


Deadlines: 


Do not wait until the last minute to complete your work. The work in this class takes a 
long time to complete.  


If you wait until the last minute and have a technical (i.e. webcourses@UCF, Library 
Information Literacy Module, etc.) or any other type of issue, do not expect any deviation 
from the NO late work policy.  Begin to complete your assigned tasks with more than 
enough time in case you run into troubles or take longer to complete the task than you 
anticipated. Your failure to plan is not my emergency. 


The online@UCF support is available by email Monday thru Friday 8am to 5pm and by 
phone from 8:30am to 4:30 pm Monday thru Friday. 


Academic Honesty (and Misconduct) 


Don’t Plagiarize (not properly citing sources, passing off someone else’s work as your 
own, handing in a paper written for another class, etc.).  Plagiarism and Cheating of any 
kind on an examination, quiz, or assignment will result at least in an "F" or 0 for that 
assignment (and may, depending on the severity of the case, lead to an "F" for the entire 
course) and may be subject to appropriate referral to the Office of Student Conduct for 
further action. See the UCF Golden Rule, the FTCL page on academic integrity, and the 
library web-site for further information.  


I will assume for this course that you will adhere to the academic creed of this University 
and will maintain the highest standards of academic integrity. In other words, don't cheat 
in any way (including but not limited to giving answers to others or taking them from 
anyone else). I will also adhere to the highest standards of academic integrity, so please 
do not ask me to change (or expect me to change) your grade illegitimately or to bend or 
break rules.  ALL work MUST be your own. 


Turnitin.com: In this course we may utilize turnitin.com, an automated system which 
instructors can use to quickly and easily compare each student's assignment with billions 
of web sites, as well as an enormous database of student papers that grows with each 



http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://www.fctl.ucf.edu/TeachingAndLearningResources/ClassroomManagement/AcademicIntegrity/

http://library.ucf.edu/





  
submission. After the assignment is processed, as an instructor I receive a report from 
turnitin.com that states if and how another author’s work was used in the assignment. For 
a more detailed look at this process, visit http://www.turnitin.com 


Non-Academic Misconduct 


The scope and content of the material included in this course are defined by the professor 
in consultation with the responsible academic unit. Although the orderly exchange of 
ideas, including questions and discussions prompted by lectures, discussion sessions and 
laboratories, is viewed as a key part of the educational environment, the professor has the 
right to limit the scope and duration of these interactions.  
 
Students who engage in disruptive behavior, including persistent refusal to observe 
boundaries defined by the professor regarding inappropriate talking, discussions, and 
questions in the classroom may be subject to discipline for non-academic misconduct for 
disruption of teaching or academic misconduct, as defined in the Golden Rule Student 
Handbook also defines potential sanctions for these types of infractions. 
 
Examples of inappropriate behavior include, but are not limited to: text messaging, 
talking or using cell phones, (turn off cell phones prior to class), surfing the internet, 
listening to music, downloading music, watching movies or videos, checking scores, 
playing games or poker, cursing, using offensive or inappropriate language of any kind, 
name calling, inappropriate actions of any kind, etc.  Any student acting in a disruptive 
manner may be asked to leave the classroom and will forfeit participation and attendance 
credit. 


 
Schedule* 


 
Date 
Range 
 


Due Date 
(11:59 
pm) 
 


Activities & Graded 
Items 
 


Module & Topic 
 
 


  
 
 
 


 MODULE 1: 
Introduction and Basics 


8/24 to 9/2 
 


 Lectures: 1.1, 1.2, 1.3 & 1.4 
Textbook: Introduction & 
pages 48-58 
 
 
 


• Foundations of 
Political Science 
Research 


• Theory & Research 
Question 


• Variables & 
Hypotheses 


 
 8/28** 


9/2 
***Academic Activity 
5pm*** 


 



http://www.turnitin.com/





  


9/2 
 
 


Introductory Quiz 
Discussion 1: Initial Post 
 
 


9/3 to 9/9  Lectures: 1.5, 1.6 & 1.7 
 
 
 


• Literature Review & 
Library Research 


 9/9 
9/9 
 
 


Discussion 1: Reply post 
Content Quiz 1 
 
 


 


  
 
 
 


 Module 2:  
Data & Methods 


9/10 to 
9/16 


 Lectures: 2.01, 2.02, 2.03 &  
2.04 
Textbook: Chapters 1 & 
pages 28-32 
Workbook: Chapters 1 & 3 
 
 


• Data & 
Measurements 


 9/16 
 
 


Workbook Exercise 
Question Set 1 
 
 


 


9/17 to 
9/23 


 Lectures: 2.05, 2.06, & 2.07 
Textbook: pages 32-46  
Workbook: Chapter 2 
 
 


• Describing Variables 


 9/23 
 
 


Workbook Exercise 
Question Set 2 
 
 


 


9/24 to 
9/30 


 Textbook: Chapters 3, 4 (86-
99), Chapter 5 
Workbook: Chapters 4 & 5  
 


• Cross-tabulations 
• Control variables 
• Interactions  


 9/30 
9/30 
 
 


Discussion 2: Initial post 
Workbook Exercise 
Question Set 3 
 
 


 


10/1 to 
10/7 


 Lecture: 2.08  
Textbook: Chapters 6 & 7 


• Tests of Significance 
 







  


Workbook: Chapter 6 
 


 10/7 
10/7 
 
 


Discussion 2: Reply 
Workbook Exercise 
Question Set 4 
 
 


 


10/8 to 
10/14 


 Lectures: 2.09, 2.10, 2.11, 
2.12 & 2.13  
Textbook: Chapters 5 & 8  
Workbook: Chapters 7 & 8 
 


• Chi-Square 
• Measures of 


Association 
• Correlation 
• Bi-variate regression 


 
 10/14 


10/14 
 
 


Workbook Exercise 
Question Set 5 
Workbook Exercise 
Question Set 6 
 
 


 


10/15 to 
10/21 


 Lectures: 2.14, 2.15, 2.16 & 
2.17 
Textbook: Chapters 9 & 10 
Workbook: Chapters 8 & 9 
 


• Multi-variate 
regression 


• Logistic regression 
• Communicating 


results 
 10/21 


10/21 
 
 


Workbook Exercise 
Question Set 7 
Workbook Exercise 
Question Set 8 
 
 


 


  
 
 
 


 MODULE 3: 
Research Design 


10/22 to 
10/28 


 Lectures: 3.01 & 3.02 
Pollock Textbook: Chapter 4 
 


• Cross-Sectional & 
Time Series Analyses 


• Experimental and 
Quasi-Experimental 
Designs 


 10/28 
 
 


Content Quiz 2 
 
 


 


10/29 to 
11/4 


 Lectures: 3.03, 3.04, 3.05, 
3.06 & 3.07 
 
 


• Surveys 
 







  


 11/4 
 
 


Discussion 3: Initial post 
 
 


 


11/5 to 
11/18 
 
*Veteran’s 
Day falls 
on 11/11 


 Lectures: 3.08, 3.09, 3.10, & 
3.11 
Pollock Textbook: Chapter 6 
 


• Sampling 


 11/18 
 
 


Discussion 3: Reply post 
 
 


 


11/19 to 
11/25 


 Lectures: 3.12, 3.13 & 3.14  
 


• Qualitative Research 
 


   
 


 


11/26 to 
12/2 


 Lectures: 3.15 
 


• Content Analysis 
 


 12/2 
 
 


Article Assessment 
 
 


 


12/3 to 
12/9 


 Lectures: 3.16, 3.17, 3.18 & 
3.19 
 


• Ethics 


 12/9 
 
 


Content Quiz 3 
 
 


 


 
*NOTES:  
All graded items are due by 11:59 pm on the due date unless otherwise noted. 
All dates and times are subject to change by Professor Vieux. Be informed and routinely 
check the Schedule, Announcements, and Discussions for any changes or updates 
**These items fall on a holiday.  Plan accordingly. 
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Sustainability 
PUP 3204 
Fall 2015 


Instructor: Dr. Peter Jacques 
 


Contacting the Professor Contacting the Class 
Office Hrs: Tuesdays and 


Wednesdays 12-2 
 


Class E-
mail: 


Coursemail for regular issues 


Office: Phillips Hall 302 
UCF MAIN CAMPUS 


  


Phone 407-823-2608   
FAX: 407-823-0051   
E-Mail: Peter.Jacques@ucf.edu 


urgent issues only 
please 


 
 
 


 


 
CAVEAT DISCIPULI   ---- Course Protocols available in webcourses are part of this 
syllabus, students are expected to read the syllabus and protocols prior to asking 
questions.  
 
Required Reading 
 
1. A New Green History of the World, Clive Ponting 
2. Limits To Growth, the 30 year update, Donnella Meadows et al 
3. Oryx and Crake, Margaret Atwood  
4. Subscription to The New York Times. Call via 800-369-2834, ask for a student rate for 


the semester or get them free on campus or read them at any library. 
 
5. Not required but it may help: Sustainability: The Basics, Peter Jacques. I wrote this 


book in relation to how I teach this class, so much of the material we work on in the 
modules are also explained in this primer. 


 
 


Grade Categories Description of the requirements Weight toward 
final grade (out of 


1000pnts) 


Peer-reviews Critical and in-depth evaluations of 
your classmate’s propositions. 


200 


Formal Essays Synthesis-oriented writing where ideas, 
support, and writing style and quality 
matter. 


400 


4 Exams Based on knowledge of the readings and 
modules, 100 points each 


400 


 



mailto:Peter.Jacques@ucf.edu





 
Exams 
 
The purpose of the exams is to test your command over concepts. Exams open at the 
end of each module. They are 50 questions of multiple choice, 2 points each.  You will 
have 75 minutes to complete the exam once it is opened. Save your answers as you go in 
order to minimize computer problems. 
 


General approach:  Read. Write. Get feedback, evaluate your peer’s work,  re-think, revise. 
Strengthen our thinking and writing while we come to understand US environmental politics in a 
thorough manner. Every first submission of every essay is a draft because writing/thinking is 
iterative and requires editing.  Revision is required to advance our thinking. You will review 
several drafts of your peers and you will receive several reviews of your essays. We will not 
grade your first drafts. You will then submit a final draft of every essay, but in order to have 
these graded there must be a first draft submitted on time. 







 
 
Exams: 75 minute exams, 50 questions, 100 points available each, all based on course 
material of the specific module, found in the “Quizzes” section of canvas. 


OBLIGATORY NOTE FROM UCF ADMINISTRATION: As of Fall 2014, all faculty are 
required to document students’ academic activity at the beginning of each course. In 
order to document that you began this course, please complete the syllabus quiz by 
the end of the first week of classes or as soon as possible after adding the course, 
but no later than January 16th. Failure to do so may result in a delay in the 
disbursement of your financial aid. 


ESSAY DIRECTIONS. SEE WEBCOURSES FOR DUE DATES AND TIMES 
 
IMPORTANT: Each essay will have specific directions about how to focus your thoughts in their 
respective assignment area in webcourses.  All essays are submitted first as drafts for peer review. First 
Draft of Essays  MUST be counted as complete and for you to have your final essays graded must have: 


• Between 1000-1200 words 
• Appropriately use and citation of APA of 3 assigned readings from the current module, 


unless otherwise directed in the assignment. 
 
Each draft should make a best attempt at having: 


• grammatically sound, well-structured English with the basic writing conventions. 
• a clear, coherent, and logical argument 


 


Final Draft of Essays 
• Same criteria as the first draft, however you must include a brief introductory note 


on what the peer-review feedback prompted you to reform and rethink. 
• Is graded by myself or the GTA 


 


Conducting Peer-Review 
• You will be working in the same peer-review group through the term and will receive 


and complete reviews of each of your peers  in that group. This will take time—
probably 30 minutes for each paper, plan for it. Peer review is required for this course 
because it is an essential part of writing and learning to evaluate ideas, so don’t treat it 
as busy-work if you want to gain the most from this course.  


• You will be graded on your ability to evaluate and think about other people’s 
propositions, which means thinking about the substance of the position, its support, 
articulation, and meaning. Do not try to protect the author’s feelings—don’t be 
purposefully mean-- but cut to the chase as a favor to them and as practice honing your 
evaluative abilities.  Do not suggest revisions, you are merely responding to the paper 
based on the guidelines below. 


• Start with a positive comment, this loosens you and the reader up and lays the ground 
for the real work.  







 
• Respond to the paper on these grounds:   


• Re-phrase the author’s thesis/proposition and state their assumptions with 
support. 


• Identify the support used for this proposition. Does this support come from 
assigned reading?  Is each support used a) in passing  b) with some detail 
from the reading  c) with more than three details from the reading 


• What will the consequences of this proposition be? Who will gain and who 
will lose from this proposition? Who will it empower? 


• What is the effect of this proposition on the “public good,” as far as you can 
tell?  


• Where does the author place responsibility- the individual, government, civil 
society, corporations, or somewhere else/combination? What are the 
repercussions of placing responsibility where it is? 


• Based on your assessment, assign a score out of 100 that you think that me, 
the instructor, or the GTA would assign if we were to grade it and include a 
brief rationale.  


 
 





		Sustainability

		Fall 2015

		Instructor: Dr. Peter Jacques

		Exams

		OBLIGATORY NOTE FROM UCF ADMINISTRATION: As of Fall 2014, all faculty are required to document students’ academic activity at the beginning of each course. In order to document that you began this course, please complete the syllabus quiz by the end o...








POS 6045 


Seminar in American Politics 


Fall 2015 


Instructor: Jonathan Knuckey 


 


 


  







Course Overview 


This course is designed to meet the needs of graduate students who hope at some point in the near 


future to do original research, such as an MA thesis, teach in one or more areas of American politics, or 


who just wish to acquire greater knowledge about American politics. Additionally, this course will 


provide a solid foundation for more specialized graduate seminars in political science that you might 


take in the future, as well as serving as an introduction and overview of the American politics literature 


for those who intend to go on at some point to enter a doctoral program. 


For many of you, this course also begins your socialization into the academic study of political science, 


and more particularly of American Politics. While most of you have probably had undergraduate courses 


in American Government or other related courses, the study of political science is qualitatively different 


at the graduate level. The transition from undergraduate to graduate study is basically a transition from 


being consumers of knowledge to producers of knowledge. Indeed, to that end, another goal of this 


seminar is to introduce you to doing your own research on American politics. 


An introductory course such as this generally aims to acquaint students with the breadth of work in the 


field and does so at the expense of depth. In many ways this course will be no different. But the breadth 


of work in American Politics is huge, and we will not be able to cover it all. However, I hope the selected 


topics and readings will provide you with an introduction to a wide array of concerns, intellectual 


problems, controversies, theoretical approaches, research design, and methods of inquiry. 


Quite apart from a sense of what we know and do not know about American politics, I hope that during 


this semester you will gain a feel for how political scientists think about, formulate, and execute 


research. Along these lines, quite a bit of the class will be spent doing more than simply summarizing the 


findings of the works. While it is important for us to understand what the articles communicate, it is also 


important for us to think about how we might contribute to the production of new research on the 


different topics and themes in American politics that we will explore. 


I look forward to the seminar and hope you find it enjoyable and informative. I look forward to learning 


a lot from you! 


 


About Me and How to Contact Me. 


I joined UCF in 1999. I received my BA in Political Theory and Institutions from the University of 


Liverpool, my MA in U.S. History and Politics from the University of Keele and my Ph.D. in Political 


Science from the University of New Orleans. 


 


My main areas of research and teaching are voting behavior, political parties, southern politics, and 


comparative politics. 







Outside of of my day job I am a huge football (soccer!) fan and an avid supporter of Liverpool and, of 


course, Orlando City F.C.! 


Office: Political Science department, Phillips Hall 302L 


Second office: Lou Frey Institute, Orlando Tech Center, 12443 Research Parkway, 400 Building Suite, 


Suite 406. Easy parking and no parking permit needed! To get to the Lou Frey Institute from the main 


campus take the #9 UCF Shuttle and get off at Stop #2. 


Office hours: TBA 


Email: Use email in Webcourses. 


Skype: I am happy to talk via Skype. My Skype name is jonathan.knuckey70 


 


Seminar Overview 


Format 


Generally the seminar will be divided up into two halves. We'll have a 10 minute break between each 


half. 


For the first half we will discuss the readings for the week usually focusing upon the objectives, research 


questions/hypotheses, theory, main findings, implications and the shortcomings of the study. 


For the second half we will focus on selected questions and topics from the week's readings that came 


from your weekly discussion posts (see below) that build upon the material from the first half.  This is 


where we will also specifically focus on new research questions and directions on the topics for the 


week, that might serve as a foundation for your own research. In the past there have been several 


conference paper and MA thesis topics that have had their origins in these discussions! 


 


Preparing for the Seminar 


Active participation is key to the success of a graduate seminar.  If you have already taken graduate 


classes, one of the first things you know is that there is no place to hide in a graduate seminar! Research 


is not a spectator sport, so you should expect to contribute toward seminar discussion on a regular 


basis.  


 


Remember, this is not a lecture class. If you fail to read and reflect upon the assigned material we will 


likely spend nearly three hours each week staring at each other with very little to say!  My role in the 


seminar is to facilitate your input into the seminar, which includes testing your ideas, providing critiques 







of the material, asking questions that might help us gain a better understanding of the material and 


thinking about how future research on a topic might be crafted.  On the latter point  It is not uncommon 


for a student's MA thesis topic to have its genesis in an idea that was a result of seminar discussion.. 


Thus, I cannot emphasize enough that the readings need to be completed before our seminar meetings. 


There will be no shirking. If you do, it will be visible and it will have an effect on your grade. Moreover, it 


will also have an effect on your training. If you do not invest in the time to do the reading, the thinking 


and the analysis of the works we are examining then you will not be investing in your future career. 


“Doing the readings” in this seminar means that you will read, annotate in the articles, make notes, and 


otherwise be prepared as if you were required to meet with the authors of the books and articles and 


question what they have done. Generally we will want to understand what the author(s) for each week 


are trying to say and do, and to evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of the author’s theoretical 


framework, methodology, and substantive conclusions.  


To help you organize your thoughts and analysis please refer to the "Analytical Brief" which is a useful 


way of keeping track of what you read in an article. I wonder encourage you to bring these to our 


seminars to refer to during our discussions. 


 


Evaluating Participation 


Grades for participation will be posted every third week.  These grades will provide a cumulative 


assessment of your seminar participation. However, I certainly encourage you to ask for feedback on 


your seminar performance at any time.  Generally, seminar participation will be evaluated as follows: 


Excellent (A/A-): The student made a very strong contribution to the course. Class discussion and 


comments demonstrated comprehension and analytical insights of the material, and were constructive. 


Constructive means that a student does not simply identify a weakness or problem. Rather, constructive 


comments identify a problem and make suggestions for how to address the weakness or problem and 


how new research might be crafted. 


Good (B+/B/B-) The student contributed meaningfully to the course. Class participation went beyond 


repeating the assigned material, perhaps identifying weaknesses in the current literature, but did not 


make many constructive suggestions about how weaknesses might be overcome or how the literature 


might be usefully extended in the future. 


Marginal (C+/C/C-): The student did not contribute meaningfully to the seminar. Class participation and 


discussion were limited to repeating the assigned material rather than making analytical insights, 


connections or extensions. Tendency to be anecdotal or uninformed opinions rather than engaging the 


readings for the week. 


 







Poor (D): The student attended class, but did not participate in discussions or present meaningful 


questions for academic debate. 


 


Attendance 


Attendance in a graduate seminar is assumed and so I expect no absences in the course. I also expect 


that everyone arrives for the seminar on time.  If you do need to miss a seminar meeting because of 


exceptional circumstances please contact me ahead of time to let me know that you will not be able to 


attend and to make arrangements to complete an alternate assignment in lieu of attendance and class 


participation, usually a paper based on the readings missed for the week.  


 


Weekly Discussion Topic Posts 


To provide an incentive for regular participation you must submit substantive discussion topics to the 


Weekly Discussion Topic (in Canvas) each week. Posts should be made by 2:00pm of the Monday 


immediately preceding our seminar on Tuesdays. 


Discussion topics should be designed to generate thoughtful reflection and insight on the substantive, 


theoretical and methodological concerns of the week's readings. Guidelines can be found under Weekly 


Discussion Posts. 


These will be graded based on the quality of thought that has gone into the post and most of all the 


discussion they generate in the seminar. 


I will compile all discussion posts and send them to you via email in Webcourses the day before our 


seminar meeting. Please read over all the discussion posts prior to class so you can thoughtfully reflect 


upon them prior to each seminar meeting.  Also make sure you have these with you so you can refer 


back to what you or others have said when called upon. 


 


Short Papers 


Three short papers are to be written during the semester.  Each paper will be based on the readings for 


one week of the seminar (see below for due dates for each paper). There are two options for the paper 


format and you will write at least one paper using each option. 


Option A 


7 to 8 page (approximately 2000-2500 words) critical analysis of the week's readings.  For these type of 


papers what I do not want you to do is to simply summarize the readings in your papers. My goal in 


having you write these papers is to provide you with the opportunity to reflect on the readings and 







develop the critical thinking and writing skills that are essential to succeed in graduate school. Your 


papers might do one of more of the following: 


 Raise questions provoked by the readings; 


 Compare the arguments of different authors; 


 Critique the authors’ methodology; 


 Discuss common themes across articles; 


 Discuss areas of disagreement across articles and what might account for them; 


 Propose alternative explanations for the authors’ findings; 


 Directions for future research on the topic 


You can use the "Analytical Brief" (see above) to help you organize your papers, although remember you 


still should be writing a coherent essay, i.e., you should not haphazardly give answers to all the 


questions contained in the analytical briefs bur rather use them as a guide to develop an original 


argument for your paper, which includes an introduction and conclusion.   The best papers will be those 


that take up a single point or small issue evident across the readings and develop a thoughtful analysis 


of that point. Do not try to cover every aspect of all the articles for a specific week. 


I am always happy to read over drafts of papers and/or to provide suggestions for the focus on these 


papers. 


***Note: You must write at least one paper using the Option A criteria*** 


 


Option B 


2 to 3 page "quickie" data-based analysis/interpretation of topics related to the week’s readings. These 


papers could take a number of approaches including (but not limited to): 


 Updating or extending some of the empirical findings in one or more of the readings; 


 Determining whether a relationship between variables in U.S. political behavior carries over to 


other that in other nations; 


 Exploring a relationship between variables not addressed in any of the readings for a week. 


Papers will utilize data from readily available sources that might include the American National Election 


Study (NES), the General Social Survey (GSS) the Cooperative Congressional Election Study (CCES) or the 


World Values Survey (WVS).  Analyzing other data sources is fine, but the analysis must be a secondary 


analysis by you, i.e., you cannot just take data reported by Gallup or whomever and talk about that.  You 


have to analyze the data in SPSS (or STATA or R) and then interpret it. 


This option for the paper might appear daunting at first!  However it serves three important functions 


for your graduate education in political science: 







 It gives you the chance to start working with data sources that are widely used by scholars 


studying American politics; 


 It facilitates thinking more clearly about research questions that flow from the readings each 


week, which may lead to a research paper or even MA thesis topic; 


 It gives you practice and a head start in doing something you will be asked to do on the 


comprehensive exam for the MA program: analyzing and interpreting data using SPSS or STATA.     


You will not be on your own if you choose this option, and I will be happy to offer as much advice and 


suggestions as you need, although obviously don't wait until the very last moment to ask! The data 


analysis can be as complex or as simple as you like but do something that is commensurate with your 


data analysis skills.  For example, it could anything from basic descriptive statistics or cross-tabulations 


to an OLS regression or logistic regression analysis.  Hopefully you will have some findings that will 


generate discussion and a platform for further research.  Again, I'll be happy to work with you as much 


as you want to hone your data analytic skills. 


Note: If choosing this option you should also bring electronic versions of tables or graphs you create (in 


a Power Point or Word Document) to the seminar to share and discuss. 


***Note: You must write at least one paper using the Option B criteria*** 


 


 Paper Deadlines 


 Paper 1: Readings from one of the seminars from September 1st to September 29th 


 Paper 2: Readings from one of the seminars from October 6th to November 3rd 


 Paper 3: Readings from one of the seminars from November 10th to December 1st 


Papers (whether option A or option B) should be brought to class and submitted at the end of the 


seminar on the week for the topic on which you are writing. All papers should be 12-point font and 


double-spaced throughout. 


 


Research Paper 


As one of the goals of this seminar is to produce knowledge about political behavior your semester 


project is to write a data analysis research paper. The paper should result in a product which, when 


further developed through additional research and analysis, could be presented at a professional 


conference or submitted to a journal. Given the other requirements of this seminar -- and likely those of 


other graduate seminars you are taking this semester -- I am limiting this paper to something like a 


research update, a replication, a research note, or a pilot study.  As such the paper will have a more 


limited literature review than a full-blown article-length manuscript. 


 







Paper Format & Topic 


Your paper should be on anyone of the substantive weekly topics covered in class.  I am restricting the 


focus to ensure you already have some background, from the readings for the week, on the topic.  


Obviously, the weekly topics include a variety of research questions and approaches, so there is still a lot 


of choice in terms of the topic -- as long as it relates to American politics, of course! 


The paper will involve analyzing and interpreting of data relevant to your topic. Recommended data 


sources include, but are not limited to: 


 American National Election Study (ANES) -- (The best resource for studying American attitudes 


and political behavior); 


 General Social Survey (GSS) -- (Very useful for researching both voting, participation and 


attitudes on issues); 


 Cooperative Congressional Election Study (CCES) --  (Given the large state sample sizes, this this 


is a great data set for analyzing political attitudes and behavior in individual U.S. states or 


comparing different states or regions); 


 World Values Survey (WVS) -- (A cross-national data-set, from which you can extract the U.S. 


survey) 


You will find further guidelines about the paper format under "Research Paper Guidelines"  


 


Key Research Paper Deadlines: 


 October 2nd: The paper topic must be approved by me. Students should schedule a time to 


meet with me prior to then so we can talk about your paper topic. The earlier you come and talk 


to me the better. 


 October 13th:  During the seminar meeting each student will briefly make a Power Point 


presentation of their research design. The format for the presentation can be found under 


"Research Paper Proposal." 


 December 8th: The final version of the research paper should be submitted in Webcourses. 


 December 15th: Poster session of research paper findings.  Specific details on format of the 


poster session will be provided during the semester. 


You should begin thinking about potential topics right away. Progress of your research papers will be 


monitored throughout the semester, and you are expected  to consult and with me about the paper as 


much as you need to. I will also ask for periodic updates on your paper progress throughout the 


semester.  Don't be afraid to ask me for help on the paper, whether it be the topic, sources of data, 


analysis or interpretation of data. 


 


  







Grades 


Your overall grade will be weighted as follows: 


Seminar participation: 25% 


Weekly discussion topic posts: 15% 


Three analytical papers: 25% 


Research paper & poster presentation: 35% 


All work for the seminar -- discussion posts, participation analytical papers and the research paper and 


poster presentation -- will receive a letter grade. Overall course grade boundaries are as follows: 


A:  93%+ 


A-:  90-92.9% 


B+: 88-89.9% 


B: 83-87.9% 


B-: 80-82.9% 


C+: 78-79.9% 


C: 73-77.9% 


C-: 70-72.9% 


D: 60-69.9% 


F: Below 60% 


Note: No graduate-level course with a grade of "D+" or lower can be used to complete a course 


requirement, but the grade is calculated into the overall GPA. Only a maximum total of six semester 


credit hours of “C” grades (including C+ and C-), or the “C” grade credits associated with at most two 


classes (whichever is greater) may counted toward a graduate program of study. 


 


  







Other Policies 


Use of Laptop Computers and Tablets 


I will be honest and say that laptops often detract from the atmosphere in the classroom, in that it often 


feels like there’s a bunch of individuals on their computers sitting in a room rather than a group of 


invested students in a room.  Having said that, I am perfectly happy with you using laptops and tablets 


to be able to refer to the articles you download each week. I will assume that these devices will only be 


used for seminar related purposes. 


 


Academic Integrity 


Plagiarism and other academic dishonesty will not be tolerated. If you are not familiar with the rules of 


citing sources in written work or what constitutes plagiarism, you should do so immediately. Academic 


dishonesty will result in an F in the course and referral for additional non-academic sanctions. 


All papers are expected to be original work, not previously or simultaneously handed in for credit in 


another course (unless prior approval of all instructors involved is obtained). 


 


Religious holidays 


Any student missing a written assignment or class because of observance of religious holidays shall be 


given an opportunity during that semester to make up missed work, provided that this does not create 


an undue burden on the university of instructor. The make-up will apply to the religious holiday absence 


only. It shall be the responsibility of the student to notify the instructor no later than the end of the first 


week of class of his or her intention to participate in religious holidays which do not fall on state 


holidays or periods of class recess. 


 


Submission of late papers 


Submission of late papers really should not be an issue in graduate school.  I do know, however, that life 


sometimes can throw the unexpected at us. So, if you think you might not be able to submit a paper by 


a deadline, please let me know ahead of time, and provide a convincing rationale for doing so. It usually 


will have to be some extenuating circumstance, other than failing to manage your time accordingly. 


This policy does not apply to the research paper, which will be subject to a letter grade reduction for up 


to two days after the due date. 


 


  







 


Incompletes 


Incompletes are discouraged and are assigned only under extenuating circumstances. Since degrees will 


not be certified with an incomplete on the degree audit, "I" grades will be changed to "F" if not resolved 


by the stipulated deadlines. "I" grades are considered "unsatisfactory" grades until resolved for program 


of study purposes. 


Note: Incomplete grades are not counted as completed courses or recognized as such by Financial Aid. 


Therefore, students on financial assistance must check with the Financial Aid office to see if the receipt 


of an incomplete grade will affect their financial award. 


 


Special Accommodations 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all persons 


with disabilities.This syllabus is available in alternative formats upon request. Students with disabilities 


who need accommodations in this course must contact me at the beginning of the semester to discuss 


needed accommodations. Students who need accommodations must be registered with Student 


Disability Services, Student Resource center Room 132, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone 


(407) 823-2116, before requesting accommodations from me. 


 


 Disclaimer 


I reserve the right to change, add or modify any part of the syllabus. Of course, advance notice will be  


 


Course Schedule, Topics and Readings 


Books can be purchased from the UCF Bookstore. You might be able to find the books at a cheaper price 


than the UCF Bookstore. 


Most, if not all, of the journal articles are available online through JSTOR, or the website of the 


respective journals, which the UCF library has electronic access to. If you are not on-campus you will 


need to log-in to the UCF library via a proxy server. You can find the link on how to do that here. 


 


 August 25th: Seminar Introduction 


 







 September 1st: Partisanship and Political Independence 


 Dalton, Russell J, The Apartisan American: Dealignment and Changing Electoral Politics. 


 


 


September 8th: Polarization and Partisanship in American Politics 


 Evans, John H. 2003. “Have American’s Attitudes Become More Polarized?--An Update” Social 


Science Quarterly 84 (1): 71-90. 


 Born, Richard. 2008. "Party Polarization and the Rise of Partisan Voting in U.S. House 


Elections." American Politics Research 36 (1): 62-84. 


 Abramowitz, Alan I. and Kyle L. Saunders. 2008. "Is Polarization a Myth?"  Journal of Politics  


70 (2): 542–555. Also read the rejoinder from Fiorina et al. right after this article. 


 Layman, Geoffrey C., and Thomas M. Carsey. 2002. ‘‘Party Polarization and ‘‘Conflict 


Extension’’ in the American Electorate.’’ American Journal of Political Science 46 (4): 786–802 


 Arceneaux, Kevin, and Stephen P. Nicholson. 2012. "Who Wants to Have a Tea Party? The 


Who, What, and Why of the Tea Party Movement" PS: Political Science and Politics 45 (4): 


700-710. 


 


 September 15th: The Mass Media and American Politics 


 Branton, Regina and Johanna Dunaway. 2008. “English- and Spanish-Language Media Coverage 


of Immigration: A Comparative Analysis.” Social Science Quarterly 89 (4): 1006–1022 


 Baumgartner, Jody and Jonathan S. Morris. 2006. "The Daily Show Effect: Candidate Evaluations, 


Efficacy, and American Youth." American Politics Research 34 (3): 341-367. 


 Adkins, Todd  and Jeremiah J. Castle. 2014. "Moving Pictures? Experimental Evidence of 


Cinematic Influence on Political Attitudes" Social Science Quarterly 95 (5): 1230–1244.  







 Swigger, Nathaniel 2013. "The Online Citizen: Is Social Media Changing Citizens’ Beliefs About 


Democratic Values?" Political Behavior 35 (3): 589-603.  


 Smith, Glen and Kathleen Searles. 2014. “Who Let the (Attack) Dogs Out? New Evidence for 


Partisan Media Effects.” Public Opinion Quarterly 78 (1): 71-99. 


 


September 22nd: Social Capital and Civic Engagement in American Politics 


 Putnam, Robert. 1995. "Tuning In, Tuning Out: The Strange Disappearance of Social Capital in 


America." PS: Political Science and Politics 28 (4): 664-683.  


 Martens, Allison M. and Jason Gainous. "Civic Education and Democratic Capacity: How Do 


Teachers Teach and What Works." Social Science Quarterly 94 (4): 956–976. 


 Klofstad, Casey A. and Benjamin G. Bishin. 2014. "Do Social Ties Encourage Immigrant Voters to 


Participate in Other Campaign Activities?" Social Science Quarterly 95 (2): 295-310. 


 Kittilson, Miki Caul and Russell J. Dalton. 2011. "Virtual Civil Society: The New Frontier of Social 


Capital?" Political Behavior 33 (4): 625-644. 


 Suhay,Elizabeth, Allyson Blackwell, Cameron Roche, and Lucien Bruggeman. 2015. "Forging 


Bonds and Burning Bridges: Polarization and Incivility in Blog Discussions About Occupy Wall 


Street." American Politics Research 43 (4): 643-679. 


 


  September 29th: Voter Turnout 


 Wattenberg, Martin P. Is Voting for Young People? (3rd edition) 


 


  


*** Meeting to finalize research paper topic should be held no late than Friday, October 2nd *** 


 







October 6th: Divided Government and American Politics 


 Fine, Jeffrey A. and Adam Warber.  2012. "Circumventing Adversity: Executive Orders and 


Divided Government." Presidential Studies Quarterly 42 (2): 256–274. 


 Edwards III, George C., Andrew Barrett, and Jeffrey Peake. 1997. "The Legislative Impact of 


Divided Government." American Journal of Political Science 41 (2): 545-563. 


 Nicholson, Stephen P., Gary M. Segura and Nathan D. Woods. 2002. "Presidential Approval and 


the Mixed Blessing of Divided Government." Journal of Politics 64 (3): 701-720. 


 Abramowitz, Alan I. 2013. "The Electoral Roots of America's Dysfunctional Government." 


Presidential Studies Quarterly 43 (4): 709-731.  


 Garand, James C., and Marci Glascock Lichtl. 2000. "Explaining Divided Government in the 


United States: Testing an Intentional Model of Split-Ticket Voting." British Journal of Political 


Science 30 (1): 173-191. 


 


October 13th: Research Paper Proposal Presentations 


 You will make a presentation of your research paper proposal.  Refer to Research Paper Proposal for 


details. 


 


October 20th: Religion and American Politics 


 Putnam, Robert D. and David E. Campbell, American Grace: How Religion Divides and Unites Us. 


 


 


  







October 27th: Women and the Gender Gap in American Politics 


 Streb, Matthew J., Barbara Burrell, Brian Frederick, and Michael A. Genovese. 2008. “Social 


Desirability Effects and Support for a Female American President.” Public Opinion Quarterly 72 


(Spring): 76-89. 


 Dolan, Kathleen. 2008. "Running Against a Woman: Do Female Opponents Shape Male 


Candidate Behaviors?" Social Science Quarterly 89 (3): 765-779 


 Brians, Craig Leonard. 2005. "Women for Women? Gender and Party Bias in Voting for Female 


Candidates." American Politics Research 33 (3): 357-375. 


 Norrander, Barbara and Clyde Wilcox. 2008. "The Gender Gap in Ideology." Political Behavior 30 


(4): 503-523. 


 Jordan Brooks, Deborah and Benjamin A. Valentino. 2011. "A War of One's Own: Understanding 


the Gender Gap in Support for War."  Public Opinion Quarterly 75 (2): 270-286. 


 


 November 3rd: Race and American Politics - The Obama Candidacy & Presidency 


 Tesler, Michael and David O. Sears. 2010. Obama's Race: The 2008 Election and the Dream of a 


Post-Racial America 


 


 


November 10th:  


No seminar meeting -- I will be in Philadelphia for the Northeastern Political Science Association 


Conference 


 


  







November 17th: African-Americans and American Politics 


 Howell, Susan E., Huey L. Perry and Matthew Vile. 2004. "Black Cities/White Cities: Evaluating 


the Police." Political Behavior 26 (1): 45-68. 


 Irizarry, Yasmiyn. 2013. Is Measuring Interracial Contact Enough? Racial Concentration, Racial 


Balance, and Perceptions of Prejudice among Black Americans." Social Science Quarterly 94 (3): 


591-615. 


 Hopkins, Daniel J. Hopkins and Katherine T. McCabe.  2012. "After It’s Too Late Estimating the 


Policy Impacts of Black Mayoralties in U.S. Cities." American Politics Research 40: 665-700. 


 Avery, James M. 2006. "The Sources and Consequences of Political Mistrust among African 


American." American Politics Research 34 (5): 653-682. 


 Gay, Claudine. 2014. "Knowledge Matters: Policy Cross-pressures and Black Partisanship." 


Political Behavior 36 (1): 99-124. 


 


 November 24th: Latinos and American Politics 


 Ellison, Christopher G., Heeju Shin and David L. Leal. 2011. "The Contact Hypothesis and 


Attitudes Toward Latinos in the United States." Social Science Quarterly 92 (4): 938-958. 


 McConnaughy, Corrine M., Ismail K. White, David L. Leal and Jason P. Casellas 2010. "A Latino on 


the Ballot: Explaining Coethnic Voting Among Latinos and the Response of White Americans." 


Journal of Politics 72 (4): 1199-1211. 


 Mohamed, Heather Silber. 2013. "Can Protests Make Latinos “American”? Identity, Immigration 


Politics, and the 2006 Marches." American Politics Research 41(2): 298-327. 


 Wallace, Sophia J. 2012. "It's Complicated: Latinos, President Obama, and the 2012 Election." 


Social Science Quarterly 93 (5): 1360-1383. 


 Kelly, Nathan J. and Jana Morgan. 2008. "Religious Traditionalism and Latino Politics in the 


United States." American Politics Research 36 (2): 236-263  


 


 December 1st: Southern Politics -- Exploring "Southern Exceptionalism" in American Politics 


 White, Steven. 2014. "The Heterogeneity of Southern White Distinctiveness." American Politics 


Research 42 (4): 551-578 


 Lublin, David and Sarah E, Brewer. 2003. "The Continuing Dominance of Traditional Gender 


Roles in Southern Elections." Social Science Quarterly 84 (2): 379-396 


 Valentino, Nicholas A., and David O. Sears. 2005. “Old Times There Are Not Forgotten: Race and 


Partisan Realignment in the Contemporary South.” American Journal of Political Science 49 (3): 


672-688. 







 Hood, III, M. V., Quentin Kidd and Irwin L. Morris. 2015. "Tea Leaves and Southern Politics: 


Explaining Tea Party Support in the Region." Social Science Quarterly (Early View. Published on-


line before inclusion in an issue). 


 Barth, Jay, and L, Marvin Overby. 2003. "Are Gay Men and Lesbians in the South the New 


“Threat”?: Regional Comparisons of the Contact Theory." Politics and Policy 31 (3): 452-470 


 


*** Upload final copy of Research Paper in Webcourses, Friday December 8th, 5.00pm*** 


 


December 15th: Research Paper Poster Session  (7.00-9.50pm) 


You will present your research paper findings during a poster session.  Specific details on the format of 


the poster session will be provided during the semester. 


Note: Based on mutual agreement we may move what is technically our "final exam" starting time back 


an hour so presentations can begin at 6.00pm.  


 


  


 


 








CONTEMPORARY INTERNATIONAL POLITICS OF ASIA. INR 4224-0001. UNIVERSITY 


OF CENTRAL FLORIDA. 3:00 P.M. TO 4:20 P.M. BA1 213.   


TUESDAYS AND THURSDAYS. FALL 2015. 
 


PROF. JOHN C. BERSIA, UNIVERSITY PROFESSOR, SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT AND 


DIRECTOR OF THE GLOBAL PERSPECTIVES OFFICE AT UCF 


CONTACT INFORMATION: 407-823-0688 (GLOBAL PERSPECTIVES OFFICE, HOWARD PHILLIPS 


HALL 202) or John.Bersia@ucf.edu  


 


COURSE TEACHING ASSISTANT/FACILITATOR: Lauren Adair, Lauren.Adair@ucf.edu 


 


OFFICE HOURS: By appointment  


  


INTRODUCTION 


 
The “Pacific Century” is often used to describe the contemporary period because of the Pacific Rim’s increasing prominence 


in global economics, concentration of rising powers such as China, India and Russia, and importance as an international 


crossroads. This course defines the Asia-Pacific region in a broad sense, providing a survey and critical evaluation of the 


status of and relationships among nations of East, Southeast and South Asia, along with their connections to the rest of the 


world. Special attention is given to U.S. links with the Pacific Rim, “strategic quadrangle” (Japan, China, the United States 


and Russia) issues and India.   


 


TEXTBOOKS & RESOURCES 
 


There are no textbooks required for this course. Handouts/reading assignments are distributed in class.  


 


Also, please consult the Global Perspectives Office’s website, www.ucfglobalperspectives.org, for details on co-curricular 


activities related to the course. 


 


COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
 


Structure:  


 


This course is not a traditional one with formal lectures. Rather, it features a combination of informal discussions and 


simulations, with an emphasis on interactive learning. Presentation material – including talks by guest speakers – is often not 


found in reading assignments. Students also have an extraordinary opportunity to participate in public, co-curricular 


programs on campus featuring prominent specialists on global topics such as political change, peace and security, leadership, 


terrorism, culture and diplomacy. Attendance at these programs is required when they are scheduled at the same time as the 


class. Extra credit is given for participating in programs at other times.  


 


Grading: 


  


1. Take-home mid-term, with has twelve (12) short-essay questions, from which students select ten (10). 25% of the 


final grade.  


2. Students participate in one all-class simulation and one of three small-group simulations. 30% of the final grade.  


3. Final exam. 25% of the final grade.  


4. Class attendance and participation are required. 20% of the final grade.  


5. The grading system of A (90-100), B (80-89), C (70-79), etc., is used in class, with pluses and minuses given. 


 


 


 


 


 



http://www.ucfglobalperspectives.org/





SCHEDULE  


 
Aug. 24 – Term begins. 


Aug. 25 – First day of this class. Introduction to the Asia-Pacific region. Formation of small groups for simulations.    


Aug. 27 – The “strategic quadrangle” concept. Asia-Pacific challenges in the 21st century. Handouts: “Japan” and “The 


Pacific Rim.” Last day to drop and request full refund; drop/swap deadline. 


Aug. 28 – Add deadline.     


Sept. 1 – Japan’s perspective. The debate over the country’s regional and global roles.   


Sept. 3 – No class; football game.  


Sept. 8 – Japan, continued. 


Sept. 10 – Japan simulation. 


Sept. 15 – China’s perspective and positioning as a 21st century rising superpower. Handouts: “China” and “History’s 


Unfinished Business in Asia.”   


Sept. 17 – China, continued. Distribution of first small-group simulation paper, “Is China Becoming a Dangerous 


Superpower?” 
Sept. 21 – 10:30 a.m., special presentation by Ndaba Mandela, Cape Florida Ballroom, Student Union. Extra credit given for 


attendance. 


Sept. 22 – 3:00 p.m., special presentation by documentary-maker Hugh Renfro, Cape Florida Ballroom, Student Union. 


Attendance is required.  


Sept. 24 – First small-group simulation on China. 


Sept. 29 – U.S. policy toward the Asia-Pacific Region. Handouts: “China and the ‘Pivot’ to Asia” and “China’s Bullying No 


Match for U.S. Pacific Power.” 


Oct. 1– U.S., continued. Distribution of second small-group simulation, “Is the United States a Declining Power?” 


Oct. 5 – 9:15 a.m.-2:30 p.m., Lou Frey Institute Symposium, Pegasus Ballroom, Student Union. Advance registration 


required. Extra credit given for attendance.  


Oct. 6 – U.S., continued. Second small-group simulation on the United States. 


Oct. 8 – Soviet and Russian policy toward the Asia-Pacific Region. Handouts: “The Kremlin’s Anti-West Turn,” “Moscow 


and the Asia Pivot,” “How to Avoid a New Cold War,” “The High Stakes of the Ukraine Crisis,” Russian Nationalism and 


Ukraine” and “The Burden of Communist Legacies.”  


Oct. 13 – Soviet and Russian policy, continued. Distribution of mid-term exam. 


Oct. 15 – 10:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m., Interfaith Forum, Key West Ballroom, Student Union. Advance registration required. Extra 


credit given for attendance.  


Oct. 15 – Soviet and Russian policy, continued. Distribution of third small-group simulation, “Should Russia Be 


Considered a Hostile Country?” Mid-term exam is due. 


Oct. 20 – Third small-group simulation on Russia. 


Oct. 22 – The ‘Small Tigers’ – Hong Kong, Taiwan, Singapore and South Korea. Handouts: “Hong Kong,” “Taiwan,” 


“Singapore” and “South Korea.”  


Oct. 27 – The ‘Small Tigers,’ continued.  


Oct. 29 – Remnants of socialism: North Korea and Vietnam. Handouts: “North Korea,” “The Kims’ Three Bodies: 


Communism and Dynastic Succession in North Korea” and “Vietnam.”  


Nov. 2 – Withdrawal deadline. 


Nov. 3 – Remnants of socialism, continued. 


Nov. 5 – Indonesia, Malaysia and remaining Southeast Asia countries. “Indonesia,” “Malaysia” and “Pluralism, Performance 


and Personalities: Political Change in Southeast Asia.”  


Nov. 10 – Indonesia, Malaysia, continued. 


Nov. 12 – India, Pakistan and South Asia. Handouts: “India,” “Pakistan,” “Images of South Asia,” “Can Modi Deliver a New 


India?” and “War-Weary Pakistan’s Internal Divides.”  


Nov. 17 – India, Pakistan, continued. 


Nov. 19 – No class; football game. 


Nov. 24 – India, Pakistan, continued. 


Nov. 26 – Thanksgiving Day holiday; no class.   


Dec. 1 – Special topic: human trafficking in Asia. 


Dec. 3 – Prospects for the future. Review for final.   


Dec. 7 – Classes end university-wide. 


Dec. 8 – Study day. 


Dec. 10 – Final Exam. 1:00 p.m. to 3:50 p.m. 








INR2002.0W59 IR Theory & Practice  


 Fall 2015 Syllabus  
 


Instructor Contact 


Instructor  Dr. Joseph Paul Vasquez, III  


Office  305D Howard Philips Hall (main Political Science suite) 


Office 
Hours 


Monday 11:30 AM - 2:00 PM 
Wednesdays 11:30 AM - 1:30 PM  
Friday 11:30 AM -3:00 PM & by appointment 


Phone  407-823-3329 


E-mail  paul.vasquez@ucf.ed 


 


Course Information 


Course Name  International Relations Theory & Practice  


Course ID & Section INR 2002.0W59 


Credit Hours  3 credit hours  


Semester/Year  Fall 2015 


Time & Location Not applicable, online  


 


Course Description 


There are a lot of countries out there.  In fact the world is full of them!  In this 
course we will examine factors that influence the behavior of states and other 
international actors.  We will begin by reviewing some important events in world 
history and explore the issue of globalization today.  Second, we will delve into 
issues related to war, peace and international security.  Our study of these topics 
will focus on issues related to power politics among states and some alternative 
perspectives.  Specifically, we will consider phenomenon such as foreign policy, 
military force and terrorism.  In the final half of the course, we will examine issues 
related to international political economy, international organizations and human 
rights, the gap between rich and poor countries and global environmental 
challenges.  In a curricular sense, this course can be used to satisfy Basic Core 
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Requirements for IGS Majors or the Area B requirement for students majoring in 
Political Science.     
Prerequisite:  ENC 1102 or consent of the instructor. 
Note:  This course provides a good foundation for students planning to take INR 
4603 to help satisfy the Advanced Core Requirements for the IGS Major or the 
Area C requirement for student majoring in Political Science.   


Course Objectives 


 Objective One:  help students understand trends and developments in the 
practice of international relations as well as major theoretical perspectives 
and insights offered by political scientists 


 Objective Two: help students understand the influence of international 
relations on their own lives     


 Objective Three: help students to improve their skills in the realm of critical 
thinking and written communication     


Required Text and Materials 


 Joshua S. Goldstein and Jon C. Pevehouse. 2013. International Relations. 
Brief 6th edition (2013-2014 update). New York:  Pearson Longman (either in 
hardcopy or E-text) 


 Also, you will need access to MyPoliSciLab online (www.mypoliscilab.com), 
which includes: practice tests, multimedia activities, especially simulations 
and videos that will be assigned, and other resources to reinforce your 
understanding of the book. To register and gain access to these resources, 
please watch the video linked below, which was created by our helpful 
Pearson representative.  She will show and explain how to register for the 
course and purchase access if you did not purchase an access code with 
your hardcopy.  If you have not purchased the book in hardcopy, she will 
show you how you can choose to purchase the E-text along with the access 
code.  Note: The course ID # you should register with is not the one 
mentioned in the video, but vasquez28313.   Here’s the video link:   


http://screencast-o-matic.com/watch/c2jThBnN6t  


and below is the MyPoliSciLab website.  


http://www.pearsonmylabandmastering.com/northamerica/mypoliscilab/  
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Course Requirements and Grade Table  


A B C D E 
Assignments % of 


Final 
Grade 


Assignment Scores*  Assignment 
Score = 
column B x 
column C 


Due Date 


Quizzes 15   See the 
schedule below  


Discussion 
posts 


10   See the 
schedule below 


Midterm 
Exam 


25   Oct. 12   9 AM  
&  
Oct. 14   9 AM 


Paper   20   Nov. 23  9 AM  
Final Exam 30   Dec. 9    9  AM 


to              
Dec. 11   9 AM 


Total  100% Add Column D to 
estimate grade 


  


* Add grades for each type of assignment and divide by the number of grades for 
this task, except for discussion post grades which should be added.   


Very Important Note: Because Canvas’ gradebook is incapable of doing the 
kind of sophisticated weighting scheme I am using, you should not rely on 
gradebook in Canvas for what it reports as your final course grade. Instead you 
should take the grades for particular assignments and plug them into the grade 
table on the previous page and do the calculations accordingly.  If assignments 
are not yet completed and you are trying to estimate your current course grade 
during the semester, divide your total for column D by the percentage of the final 
grade that has been completed. For example, if you have done everything except 
the final exam, divide your total for column D by 70 since you have only 
completed the assignments equal to 70% of your course grade.  


Quizzes and Information Literacy Tutorial Assessment: These will usually 
include one online multiple choice quiz with one correct answer for each 
question.  These quizzes will usually cover substantive information from each 
module covering any assigned courses materials, including course readings, 
video assignments, simulations from MyPoliSciLab, etc.  Before Module 6 
concludes you will also be expected to complete the UCF Online Information 
Literacy tutorial “Avoiding Plagiarism Using Chicago Manual of Style, 16th 
Edition” and the assessment included in it, which will be counted as a separate 
quiz.  That tutorial should help to improve course paper grades above what they 
would be otherwise and help avoid instances of plagiarism.  If you take the 
assessment associated with it twice, you will receive the average of your two 
scores.    
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 Important Note:  As of Fall 2014, all faculty members are required by 
UCF to document students' academic activity at the beginning of each course. In 
order to document that you began this course, you should complete a graded 
syllabus quiz that is ideally due by 11:59 on Friday, August 28 or as soon as 
possible for those who add the course late.  Failure to do so will result in a zero 
for the assignment and a delay in the disbursement of any financial aid (this is a 
new UCF policy and beyond my control).  To do this task, go to the myUCF portal 
(https://my.ucf.edu) and select the Webcourses@UCF button on the left side of 
the screen.  Log in with your NID and NID password, then access the course by 
selecting it in the "Courses" dropdown menu at the top of the page.  From the 
course homepage, click on the Assignments tab to left, then click on Syllabus 
quiz, complete the quiz and submit.     


Discussion Posts: During each module you are expected to make two (2) kinds 
of online posts to students in groups that you will automatically be assigned to at 
the end of the first week of the semester:  an initial response post and a follow-up 
post for each of the eight (8) course modules we will be covering.  Thus, you will 
receive a total of 8 grades for discussion posts across the course of the 
semester.  Initial posts are worth nine (9) points and follow-up posts are worth 
four (4) points for a total of 13 points per module.  These will be graded following 
the rubric criteria, which everyone should read carefully, which can be found in 
the Syllabus section under the Modules tab on our courses’ website on 
Webcourses@UCF.  The total points you can accumulate for discussion posts 
will be aggregated in accord with the table posted below.     


Type of Post Number “graded”  x 
point value 


Total points   


Initial responses  8 x 9= 72 
Follow-up responses 8 x 4 =  32 
Total Points  8 x 13=  104 


 
Timing:  Traffic jams are frustrating whether they are on I-4 or online.  Since 
students are expected to make initial posts and follow-up (or reply) posts to an 
initial post made by another student for each module, it is important that 
everyone not wait until the last minute to make their initial post.  Thus, students 
will be penalized by two points for initial posts if they wait until the day and time 
listed under “Deadline for initial posts partial credit,” which falls at 9:00 AM on the 
last Saturday of each module.  Keep in mind that even though new modules do 
not open until Mondays, you may want to read ahead to facilitate posting early.     
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Discussion Posting Schedule 
Module 
#  


discussion board 
opens at 9:00 


AM on Monday 
(except for 1st 


Module when its 
Saturday) 


9:00 AM 
Friday  


 deadline for 
initial posts for 


full credit 


9:00 AM 
Saturday 


deadline for 
initial posts  


partial credit 


9:00 AM  
Monday deadline 


for follow-up 
posts to be 
completed 


1 Aug. 29 Sep. 4 Sep. 5 Sep. 7 
2 Sep. 7 Sep. 11 Sep. 12 Sep. 14 
3 Sep. 14 Sep. 25 Sep. 26 Sep. 28 
4 Sep. 28 Oct. 9 Oct. 10 Oct. 12 
5 Oct. 12 Oct. 23 Oct. 24 Oct. 26 
6 Oct. 26 Nov. 6  Nov. 7  Nov. 9 
7 Nov. 9 Nov. 20 Nov. 21 Nov. 23 
8 Nov. 23 Dec. 4 Dec. 5 Dec. 7 


Midterm Exam and Final Exam: Multiple choice exams will be administered 
after Module 4 and Module 8.  The final exam will be cumulative to the extent that 
it will cover some material from the midterm exam, but it will be much more 
heavily weighted to cover material following the midterm exam.  


Short paper:  For this assignment you will write a short reflection paper (with at 
least 1,000 words of text and between 5 and 6 pages, not including your title 
page) on one of the assigned course simulations.  For these papers, you should: 
1) briefly describe the simulation, 2) apply concepts covered in the particular 
chapter for which the simulation was assigned to different elements within the 
simulation, 3) discuss what knowledge or greater understanding you gained from 
doing the simulation, and 4) critique the simulation by explaining in what regard it 
was unrealistic or how it could have been made more enlightening (not merely 
more entertaining). Papers should use 11-point font, double-spacing and 1 inch 
margins.              


This assignment will be graded in accord with the following distribution of credit.   
 
Mechanics of writing                  20% 
Application of concepts                  40% 
Clear and logical analysis (in addressing the 4 tasks of the paper)           30% 
Organization of paper                  10% 
                  100% 
 
Please note that mechanical elements of writing including, but not limited to 
proper spelling, grammar, punctuation, etc. are all important components of 
formal writing such as a college paper. Typically most students lose points on 
papers for me because of mechanical flaws in their writing, so take steps to 
minimize those kinds of flaws in your work.  Poor performance in this regard 
could lower your paper grade by as much as 20 points, so take steps to avoid 
this eventuality.  Sound writing skills will help you not only when applying for 
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jobs or further educational opportunities, but once you secure those 
opportunities.  Also, please consult the section below on academic dishonesty 
for details on how to avoid plagiarism.  Since all papers will be about the 
simulations, it is not necessary that you cite them in your paper.  For our 
purposes, we will treat them as common knowledge in a research paper.  
However, if you quote directly from the online simulation text, quote directly 
from another source or borrow ideas from other sources, or refer to facts that 
are not common knowledge or included in the simulations, they must be cited.                 


Missed Assignments/Make-Ups/No Extra Credit:  Quizzes are due by dates 
outlined in the syllabus and may not be made-up.  Make-up exams may be given 
without penalty in instances when students have a verifiable medical, funeral, or 
official UCF excuse.  When no such excuse exists students will be allowed to 
take exams late, but they will be penalized by the number of points missed by the 
student who performed worst during the regular exam period out of fairness to all 
students who took the exam on time and to discourage cheating.  Late papers 
will be penalized 10% for each full calendar day they are late, up to as much as 
30%.  I do not plan to offer extra credit for this course, so please insure that you 
direct your energies accordingly.    


Evaluation and Grading 


The grading scale for this course is listed below.  For more details on the 
evaluation criteria, see the specific tasks listed under Course Requirements.   


Letter Grade  Points  


A  93 – 100 points 


A-  90 – 92 points  


B+  87 – 89 points  


B  83 – 86 points  


B-  80 – 82 points  


C+  77 – 79 points  


C  73 – 76 points  


C-  70 – 72 points  


D+  67 – 69 points  


D  63 – 66 points  


D-  60 – 62 points  


F  59 and below  
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Communicating with the Instructor Online:  This document was created to 
empower you to answer many questions on your own as responsible and 
maturing learners.  If you have questions that are not answered by this 
document, do not hesitate to contact the instructor by email.  However, if you 
email questions that are easily answered within this document, do not be 
surprised if you get a reply encouraging you to “Keep calm and read your 
syllabus.”     Communicate online with the instructor using either his UCF email 
address (Paul.Vasquez@ucf.edu) or using the email feature within Webcourses 
rather than replying to postings under the Announcements tab, as he can 
respond to emails much more quickly.  Check the class announcements in 
Webcourses several times each week for any changes or updates.     


Academic Honesty 


Do not cheat as this clearly violates the UCF Golden Rule Student Handbook 
and violates several aspects of the UCF Creed.  Your work must be your own. 
Cheating can come in different forms, including plagiarism.  Plagiarism in its most 
blatant form is when writers use other people's words or ideas and do not give 
them credit.  Since you should complete the UCF Online Information Literacy 
tutorial “Avoiding Plagiarism Using Chicago Manual of Style, 16th Edition during 
Module 6,” you should be clear about my expectations for your term papers.  Use 
parenthetical citations with authors names, year and page numbers (when 
appropriate) in your discussion posts to give credit for direct quotes, paraphrased 
quotes, or borrowed ideas. Feel free to discuss readings and ideas with fellow 
students, but if you use their ideas, please reference them accordingly. Do not 
copy or use papers or sections of papers from the web or other sources.  Not 
only do I assume that all students in this class could write a better term paper 
than the junk sold on the Internet, but I also use Turnitin.com to help determine 
paper originality. If I determine that there has been an instance of unambiguous 
academic dishonesty in the course, I will inform you of my concern and report the 
violation to Office of Student Rights and Responsibilities.  At the end of the 
semester, a letter grade of Z, indicating academic dishonesty, will precede the 
letter grade earned.  For more information about the Z grades and the process 
for appealing such a finding, please consult the following website: 
http://integrity.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade.  Particular assignments on which 
unambiguous cheating occurs will be penalized with an F (0 points).       


Copyright 


This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video 
clips, images, text materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the 
Fair Use doctrine in order to enhance the learning environment. Please do not 
copy, duplicate, download or distribute these items. The use of these materials is 
strictly reserved for this online classroom environment and your use only. All 
copyright materials are credited to the copyright holder. 
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Third-Party Software and FERPA 


During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services 
and/or software applications sometimes called third-party software such as a 
blog or wiki. While some of these could be required assignments, you need not 
make any personally identifying information on a public site. Do not post or 
provide any private information about yourself or your classmates. Where 
appropriate you may use a pseudonym or nickname. Some written assignments 
posted publicly may require personal reflection/comments, but the assignments 
will not require you to disclose any personally identity-sensitive information. If you 
have any concerns about this, please contact your instructor.	


Academic Support Services 


Student Academic Resource Center (SARC) (Phillips Hall, Room 113/ (407) 823-
5130):  If you have trouble succeeding in this class and comprehending the 
material, you might benefit from contacting this office for assistance with 
improving your study skills.  


UCF Counseling Center (Building #27/ (407) 823-2811):  Students experiencing 
challenges, including, but by no means limited to stress, anxiety, or depression, 
that are hindering their ability to be the best they can be should contact this office 
for help. There is absolutely no shame in getting help so that you can attempt to 
live up to your true potential.   


Disability Statement:  The University of Central Florida is committed to providing 
reasonable accommodations for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus is 
available in alternate formats upon request. Students with disabilities who need 
accommodations in this course must contact the professor at the beginning of the 
semester to discuss needed accommodations. No accommodations will be 
provided until the student has met with the professor to request 
accommodations. Students who need accommodations must be registered with 
Student Disability Services, Student Resource Center Room 132, phone (407) 
823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting 
accommodations from the professor. 


University Writing Center:  The University Writing Center (UWC) offers writing 
support to UCF students from first-year to graduate in every discipline. Trained 
peer consultants provide help at every stage of the writing process, including 
understanding assignments, researching, drafting, revising, incorporating 
sources, and learning to proofread and edit. The UWC’s purpose is not merely to 
fix papers or to make better writers, but to teach writers’ strategies to navigate 
complex situations for writing, both in and outside the University. Consultations 
are available for individuals and small groups. To make the best use of the UWC, 
visit far enough before your due dates to allow yourself time to revise after your 
consultation, browse the writing resources on our website, and arrange a regular 
weekly appointment if you’d like long-term help. You may schedule a 45-minute 
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appointment by phone or by using the TutorTrac scheduler on our website; walk-
in consultations are also available. The main location is in Colbourn 105 with 
satellite locations in the Main Library, Rosen Library & Online.  They can be 
reached at 407-823-2197 or http://uwc.cah.ucf.edu/. In addition, the UWC seeks 
graduate and undergraduate tutors from all majors; contact the UWC to learn 
more about peer writing consulting and ENC 4275/5276: Theory & Practice of 
Tutoring Writing, our three-credit tutor-education course. 


Schedule	for	International	Relations	(IR)	Theory	and	Practice		
 


Time 
Frame 


Topic Assignments 
Open& 


close  dates 


Aug. 24– 
Aug. 28 
or ASAP 


Syllabus  Syllabus Quiz  8/24     9 AM 
&  
8/28 11:59 
AM (or ASAP 
for late 
enrollees) 


Aug. 24- 
Sep. 7    


Module 1:  Introduction  to IR 


Chapter 1. The Globalization of 
International Relations 
-While 9/1 is the Labor Day Holiday, you 
are certainly free to complete this 
assignment before the holiday. 


Discussion 
Quiz 
 


8/24   9 AM  
&  
9/7     9 AM 


Sep. 7-  
Sep. 14  


Module 2: Realism  


Chapter 2. Realist Theories 


Discussion 
Quiz 
  


9/7      9 AM  
&  
9/14     9 AM 


Sep. 14- 
Sep. 28  


Module 3: Liberalism 


Chapter 3. Liberal and Social Theories


Discussion 
Quiz 
  


9/14     9 AM 
&  
9/28     9 AM 


Sep. 28- 
Oct. 12 


Module 4:  Violent Conflict     


Chapter 4. Conflict, War and Terrorism


Discussion 
Quiz   
  


9/28     9 AM 
&   
10/12    9 AM


Oct. 12- 
Oct. 14  


  Midterm Exam  
 


10/12   9 AM 
&  
10/14   9 AM 


Oct. 12 - 
Oct. 26  


Module 5:  Trade and Finance  


Chapter 5. Trade and Finance 


Discussion 
Quiz   
 


10/12   9 AM  
&  
10/26   9 AM 
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Oct. 26 - 
Nov. 9  


Module 6:  Global Governance  


Chapter 6. International Organizations, 
Law and Human Rights  


Discussion 
Quiz 
Information 
Literacy 
Tutorial  


10/26   9 AM  
&  
11/9     9 AM 


Nov. 9 -  
Nov. 23  


Module 7:  North-South 
Relations  


Chapter 7. North-South Relations 


Discussion 
Quiz 
Paper due   


11/9     9 AM  
&  
11/23    9 AM


Nov. 23 
– Dec. 7   


Module 8:  The Global 
Environment    


Chapter 8. Environment and Technology 


Discussion  
Quiz  
 


11/23    9 AM  
&  
12/7      9 AM  


Dec. 9- 
Dec. 11 


 Final Exam 12/9      9 AM
to              
12/11    9 AM


 


Other	important	Dates:	
Event   Date


Drop/swap deadline  Thursday, Aug. 27, 11:59 P.M. 
Add deadline  Friday, Aug. 28, 11:59 P.M. 
Withdrawal deadline  Tuesday, Nov. 2, 11:59 P.M.  


General	procedures	for	each	module	(more	details	will	be	
provided	with	each	module	as	it	is	released)	


Required	Activities/Assignments:	
1.  Text:   Read and take notes over the assigned reading. 


 


2. Online Materials:  Do the assigned online assignments, including watching the 


instructor videos. 


 
3. Discussion posting:  


a. You will be given questions related to the required activities for each 


module that you will need to answer in the form of a discussion post to a 


particular discussion group to which you will be automatically be 


assigned at the beginning of the semester.  To do this, go to the 


Discussions Tab in the course navigation menu and post your answers to 
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the questions for the appropriate module as denoted on the schedule 


above (for more detailed guidance on this process, please see the 


Discussion Postings Participation Protocol and Grading Rubric) . 


b. Typically, you will be able to start on this assignment as of 9:00 A.M., on 


the first Monday in each module, and initial posts must be completed by 


9:00 A.M., on the last Saturday of the module.  Please note, however, 


that discussion groups will not be determined until after the 


drops/swap/add deadline, which means that it will be impossible to post 


discussion posts for the first module until 9:00 A.M on Saturday, August 


29.   


c. Take note that everyone must post a follow‐up response to at least one 


other student by the end time for the assignment in to receive credit for 


doing a reply, which is why everyone must make their initial post before 


9:00 A.M. on the final Saturday during each module.  To post your 


response, go to the Discussions Tab in the course navigation menu and 


post your response to one of the answers from a fellow classmate in your 


discussion group that has not already been the subject of a reply for the 


blog title that corresponds to the topic of each module (for more detailed 


guidance on this process, please see the Discussion Postings 


Participation Protocol and Grading Rubric).  Usually you will be able to 


start on this assignment once one of your group members has posted an 


answer (that has not already been replied to by another member of your 


group) after 9:00 A.M., on the first Monday of a new module and it must 


be completed by 9:00 A.M., on the Monday that ends each module.  


Remember, however, that discussion groups will not be determined until 


after the drops/swap/add deadline available, which means that it will be 


impossible to post discussion posts for the first module until 9:00 A.M. on 


Saturday, August 29. 


   


4. Quiz: Go to the Quizzes Tab and complete the quiz for each module between 


9:00 A.M., on the first Monday of each module and 9:00 A.M., on the last 


Monday of each module.  This quiz is based on topics related to this module’s 


content.   You have one attempt to complete this quiz, which is usually open for 


15 minutes.    








Jump to Today


Course Syllabus


This webcourses@ucf (mailto:webcourses@ucf) site supports the traditional POS 3703 Scope and Methods of Political Science course
taught by Dr. Barry Edwards.  Students can use this site to keep track of assignment due dates, access online study material, submit
assignments, read course-related announcements, and keep track of their grades.


Instructor Contact


Instructor: Barry Edwards, J.D., Ph.D. (About Me
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1132309/pages/about-me) )
Office: Howard Phillips Hall 305B (Where's This?
(http://map.ucf.edu/locations/14/howard-phillips-hall-hph/) )
Office Hours: TBA and by appointment
Phone: 407-823-2608
E-mail: barry.edwards@ucf.edu


Course Information


Name: Scope & Methods of Political Science
Course ID & Section: POS 3703-0004
Credit Hours: 3
Semester/Year: Fall 2015
Class Times: T Th, 10:30-11:45 am
Class Location: HPH 310 (Where's This? (http://map.ucf.edu


/locations/14/howard-phillips-hall-hph/) )


Course Description


In this course you will learn the elements of social scientific thinking—how to describe variables and measure complex concepts, how to
create explanations, how to construct and test hypotheses, how to think analytically, and how to control for rival explanations of political
phenomena. You also will learn how to use R, a free, state-of-the-art data analysis software (available at cran.r-project.org
(http://cran.r-project.org) ). University Course Catalog Description: the scope and methodology of political analysis. Extensive examination
of the discipline, research design and methodology.


Course Objectives


By the end of the course, you should have a firm understanding of how political scientists conduct research. You should also understand
and be able to apply key methods of political science research. You should leave the class with a library of functional R scripts that you can
use to analyze data in the future.


Required Textbooks and Supplemental Readings


REQUIRED: Pollock, Phillip H. 2011. The Essentials of Political Analysis, 4th Edition. Washington, DC: Congressional Quarterly Press
(hereafter “Essentials”). See Amazon page  (http://www.amazon.com/Essentials-Political-Analysis-Philip-Pollock/dp/1608716864


/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1438714973&sr=1-1) .


REQUIRED: Pollock, Phillip H. 2014. A R Companion to Political Analysis. Washington, DC: Congressional Quarterly Press (hereafter
“Companion”).  See Amazon page  (http://www.amazon.com/R-Companion-Political-Analysis-ebook/dp/B00LXFGCSU


/ref=sr_1_6?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1438715016&sr=1-6) .  Make sure you get the R Companion (rather than the Stata or SPSS
Companion).


RECOMMENDED: There are a number of web sites that offer useful information about statistics and computing. Students may wish to
use these web sites as necessary to supplemental class material. For example, we may only briefly review some mathematical
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concepts. If a concept is not familiar to you or you want to study it in more detail, I would encourage you to take advantage of
supplemental resources.


SUPPLEMENTAL READINGS: Additional readings will be announced and/or distributed in class.


Course Requirements


 Your final grade is based on following components:


Lab Participation and Attendance (10%) – Attendance at class lab sessions is required so that you are available to help others and
participate in their learning. Text messaging or surfing the web during class is not appropriate. Do not use your smart phone in class
except in cases of emergency.


1. 


Lab Assignments (50%) – There will be twelve assignments over the course of the semester. These are problem sets that require you
to apply the course material and write R code. The assignments will be available online as we begin new course modules and we'll use
our lab sessions to work on assignments. You'll upload your completed assignments (including R code script) to our webcourses@ucf
site.  Your lowest assignment score will be dropped.


2. 


Online Quizzes and Review Exercises (10%) - To reinforce your understanding of lecture topics, you will complete a number of online
quizzes and review exercises.  Your lowest module review exercise score will be dropped.  Your lowest assignment score will be
dropped.


3. 


Small Group Discussions (10%) - Each student will be assigned to a small group of 5-6 students.  In your small groups, you'll discuss
some issues in political science research and will also help one another with your original research projects. 


4. 


Final Exam (15%) – The final examination is cumulative and will require students to apply their understanding of the subject matter in a
constructive manner.  Students can expect a mix of multiple choice, short answer, and essay questions. 


5. 


Original Research Paper (5%) - By the end of the semester, you will submit a 4-5 page research that uses multiple regression
analysis to test an original research hypothesis.  The assignment pages contain more information about this assignment. 


6. 


Missed Assignments/Make-Ups/Extra Credit


Make-ups for in-class writing, quizzes, the midterm, or the final exam will only be allowed for official University activities or personal
emergencies.  Written documentation is required.  Make-up assessments may be different.  There is no extra credit available.


Late Work


Completing all your work by the specified dues dates is important to your success in this class.  Late work will be penalized.  Your score on
late work will be reduced 10% per day late.  For example, if receive a score of 9 our of 10 on an assignment two days after it was due, your
score will be reduced 20%, so you will receive a 7.2 out of 10 on that assignment .  You will receive no credit for work completed ten or
more days after its due date. 


Grading Scale


>=93 90-92 87-89 83-86 80-82 77-79 73-76 70-72 67-69 63-66 60-62 <=59


A A- B+ B B- C+ C C- D+ D D- F


 


Email, Announcements, and WebCourses Messages


I may occasionally email, webcourses announcements, and/or webcourses messages to communicate with students about this class. I
check my email regularly during weekdays and occasionally during the weekend. Students may expect an email reply by the next business
day and encouraged to follow-up with me if I do not reply by the next business day.


Grades of "Incomplete"


Incomplete grades are given only in situations where unexpected emergencies prevent a student from completing the course and the
remaining work can be completed the next semester. Your instructor is the final authority on whether you qualify for an incomplete.


Group Work Policy


You are welcome to discuss course material with other students, but you are responsible for your own work. 


Professionalism Policy
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Per university policy and classroom etiquette; mobile phones, iPods, etc. must be silenced during all classroom and lab lectures. Those
not heeding this rule will be asked to leave the classroom/lab immediately so as to not disrupt the learning environment. Please arrive on
time for all class meetings. Students who habitually disturb the class by talking, arriving late, etc., and have been warned may suffer a
reduction in their final class grade.


Academic Honesty


Plagiarism and cheating of any kind on an examination, quiz, or assignment will result at least in an "F" for that assignment (and may,
depending on the severity of the case, lead to an "F" for the entire course) and may be subject to appropriate referral to the Office of
Student Conduct (http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/faq#students) for further action. See the UCF Golden Rule (http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/)


 for further information. I will assume for this course that you will adhere to the academic creed of this University and will maintain the
highest standards of academic integrity. In other words, don't cheat by giving answers to others or taking them from anyone else. I will also
adhere to the highest standards of academic integrity, so please do not ask me to change (or expect me to change) your grade
illegitimately or to bend or break rules for one person that will not apply to everyone.


Laptop Usage


I recommend that you take hand written notes on my lecture outlines. Educational research  (http://www.vox.com/2014/6/4/5776804/note-


taking-by-hand-versus-laptop) strongly suggests that taking notes by hand is more effective than taking notes on a laptop.


Classroom Devices


You are welcome to use calculators, tape recorders, other audio & technology devices in this course. However, see policies regarding
attendance, laptops, and professionalism.


University Writing Center


The University Writing Center (UWC) is a free resource for UCF undergraduates and graduates. At the UWC, a trained writing consultant
will work individually with you on anything you're writing (in or out of class), at any point in the writing process from brainstorming to editing.
Appointments are recommended, but not required. For more information or to make an appointment, visit the UWC website
(http://www.uwc.ucf.edu) , stop by MOD 608, or call 407.823.2197.


You do not need to come to the UCF campus to receive help from a trained writing tutor.  As a UCF student, you have access to writing
tutors at the UCF Online Writing Center.  You can schedule an online consultation (http://uwc.ucf.edu/schedule.php) with a writing tutor. 
You can get the help you need to complete the Final Report of your Civic Engagement Project online at a time convenient to you!  This
service is free to you. 


Disability Statement


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus is
available in alternate formats upon request. Students with disabilities who need accommodations in this course must contact the professor
at the beginning of the semester to discuss needed accommodations. No accommodations will be provided until the student has met with
the professor to request accommodations. Students who need accommodations must be registered with Student Disability Services
(http://www.sds.ucf.edu/) , Ferrell Commons, 7F, Room 185, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before
requesting accommodations from the professor.


Religious Observances


Students are expected to notify their instructor in advance if they intend to miss class to observe a holy day of their religious faith (not
already reflected in the normal class schedule). For a current schedule of major religious holidays, see the Faculty Center’s main web page
under “Calendars,” and for additional information, contact the Office of Diversity Initiatives at 407-823-6479.


Copyright


This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, images, text materials, etc. These items are being
used with regard to the Fair Use doctrine in order to enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, download or
distribute these items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for this online classroom environment and your use only. All copyright
materials are credited to the copyright holder.


Third-Party Software and FERPA


During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or software applications sometimes called third-party
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Date Details


Tue Aug 25, 2015 Class Orientation Session (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1107698&


include_contexts=course_1108015)


12am


Wed Aug 26, 2015 Read Essentials, pp. 1-5 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1107626&


include_contexts=course_1108015)


12am


Thu Aug 27, 2015 Lecture: Studying Politics Scientifically (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1107672&


include_contexts=course_1108015)


12am


Fri Aug 28, 2015 Evidence of Academic Engagement Quiz (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1108015


/assignments/3960736)


due by 5pm


Quiz: About You and Your Interests (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1108015/assignments


/3903942)


due by


11:59pm


Syllabus Quiz (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1108015/assignments/3904307) due by


11:59pm


Sun Aug 30, 2015 Scientific Revolution Crossword Puzzle (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1108015


/assignments/3968011)


due by


11:59pm


Mon Aug 31, 2015 Read Companion, Chapter 1 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1107659&


include_contexts=course_1108015)


12am


Tue Sep 1, 2015 Lab Session: Introduction to R (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1107675&


include_contexts=course_1108015)


12am


Wed Sep 2, 2015 Read Essentials, Chapter 1 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1107628&


include_contexts=course_1108015)


12am


Submit Lab Assignment #1 (The R Environment) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1108015


/assignments/3903944)


due by


11:59pm


Thu Sep 3, 2015 Lecture: Definition and Measurement of Concepts (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1107674&include_contexts=course_1108015)


12am


Sun Sep 6, 2015 Discussion: The Effect of Negative Campaign Ads (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1108015


/assignments/3904240)


due by


11:59pm


Mon Sep 7, 2015 Reading Assignment TBA (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1107699&


include_contexts=course_1108015)


12am


Tue Sep 8, 2015 Lab Session: Working with the Companion Datasets (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1107676&include_contexts=course_1108015)


12am


Wed Sep 9, 2015 Read Essentials, Chapter 2 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1107629&


include_contexts=course_1108015)


12am


Submit Lab Assignment #2 (Working with Companion Datasets) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/courses/1108015/assignments/3905312)


due by


11:59pm


Thu Sep 10, 2015 Lecture: Measuring and Describing Variables (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1107687&


include_contexts=course_1108015)


12am


software such as a blog or wiki. While some of these could be required assignments, you need not make any personally identifying
information on a public site. Do not post or provide any private information about yourself or your classmates. Where appropriate you may
use a pseudonym or nickname. Some written assignments posted publicly may require personal reflection/comments, but the assignments
will not require you to disclose any personally identity-sensitive information. If you have any concerns about this, please contact your
instructor.


Financial Aid Requirement


As of Fall, 2014, all faculty are required to document students' academic activity at the beginning of each course.  In order to document
that you began this course, please complete the Evidence of Academic Engagement Quiz by the end of the first week of classes or
as soon as possible after adding the course.  Failure to do so may result in a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid.
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Date Details


Sun Sep 13, 2015 Measurement and Descriptive Statistics Hangman (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1108015


/assignments/3931260)


due by


11:59pm


Mon Sep 14, 2015 Read Companion, Chapter 2 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1107660&


include_contexts=course_1108015)


12am


Tue Sep 15, 2015 Lab Session: Working with Variables (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1107677&


include_contexts=course_1108015)


12am


Wed Sep 16, 2015 Read Essentials, Chapter 3 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1107630&


include_contexts=course_1108015)


12am


Submit Lab Assignment #3 (Working with Variables) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1108015/assignments/3903945)


due by


11:59pm


Thu Sep 17, 2015 Lecture: Explanations, Hypotheses, and Comparisons (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1107688&include_contexts=course_1108015)


12am


Sun Sep 20, 2015 Discussion: Research on College Student Opinions (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1108015


/assignments/3904242)


due by


11:59pm


Mon Sep 21, 2015 Read Companion, Chapter 3 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1107661&


include_contexts=course_1108015)


12am


Tue Sep 22, 2015 Lab Session: Creating Figures (for Your Poster Presentations) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1107678&include_contexts=course_1108015)


12am


Thu Sep 24, 2015 Present Lab Assignment #4 in Class on Thurs, Sept. 24th (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1108015/assignments/3903947)


due by


10:30am


Sun Sep 27, 2015 Mini Course Review Online Quiz (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1108015/assignments


/3931257)


due by


11:59pm


Mon Sep 28, 2015 Reading Assignment TBA (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1107663&


include_contexts=course_1108015)


12am


Tue Sep 29, 2015 Lecture: Research Ethics (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1107689&


include_contexts=course_1108015)


12am


Wed Sep 30, 2015 Read Essentials, Chapter 4 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1107633&


include_contexts=course_1108015)


12am


Thu Oct 1, 2015 Lecture: Research Design (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1107690&


include_contexts=course_1108015)


12am


Sun Oct 4, 2015 Discussion: Transparency and Research Ethics (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1108015


/assignments/3904243)


due by


11:59pm


Mon Oct 5, 2015 Read Companion, Chapter 4 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1107664&


include_contexts=course_1108015)


12am


Tue Oct 6, 2015 Lab Session: Making Comparisons (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1107679&


include_contexts=course_1108015)


12am


Wed Oct 7, 2015 Read Essentials, Chapter 5 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1107651&


include_contexts=course_1108015)


12am


Submit Lab Assignment #5 (Making Comparisons) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1108015


/assignments/3903946)


due by


11:59pm


Thu Oct 8, 2015 Lecture: Making Controlled Comparisons (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1107691&


include_contexts=course_1108015)


12am


Sun Oct 11, 2015 Research Design & Controlled Comparisons Crossword (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1108015/assignments/3931261)


due by


11:59pm


Mon Oct 12, 2015 Read Companion, Chapter 5 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1107665& 12am


5 of 8







Date Details


include_contexts=course_1108015)


Tue Oct 13, 2015 Lab Session: Making Controlled Comparisons (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1107680&include_contexts=course_1108015)


12am


Wed Oct 14, 2015 Read Essentials, Chapter 6, pp. 122-135 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1107652&


include_contexts=course_1108015)


12am


Submit Lab Assignment #6 (Making Controlled Comparisons) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/courses/1108015/assignments/3904239)


due by


11:59pm


Thu Oct 15, 2015 Lecture: Foundations of Inference I (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1107692&


include_contexts=course_1108015)


12am


Sun Oct 18, 2015 Foundations of Inference: True or False? (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1108015


/assignments/3931262)


due by


11:59pm


Mon Oct 19, 2015 Reading Assignment TBA (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1107704&


include_contexts=course_1108015)


12am


Tue Oct 20, 2015 Lab Session: Samples and Sampling Distributions (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1107681&include_contexts=course_1108015)


12am


Wed Oct 21, 2015 Read Essentials, Chapter 6, pp. 135-154 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1107653&


include_contexts=course_1108015)


12am


Submit Lab Assignment #7 (Expected Sampling Distributions) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/courses/1108015/assignments/3903949)


due by


11:59pm


Thu Oct 22, 2015 Lecture: Foundations of Inference II (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1107693&


include_contexts=course_1108015)


12am


Sun Oct 25, 2015 Discussion: Null Hypothesis Testing (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1108015/assignments


/3904245)


due by


11:59pm


Mon Oct 26, 2015 Read Companion, Chapter 6 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1107666&


include_contexts=course_1108015)


12am


Tue Oct 27, 2015 Lab Session: Making Inferences about Sample Means & Sample Proportions


(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1107682&include_contexts=course_1108015)


12am


Wed Oct 28, 2015 Read Essentials, Chapter 7 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1107654&


include_contexts=course_1108015)


12am


Submit Lab Assignment #8 (Inferences about Means) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1108015/assignments/3903950)


due by


11:59pm


Thu Oct 29, 2015 Lecture: Tests of Significance and Measures of Association (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1107694&include_contexts=course_1108015)


12am


Sun Nov 1, 2015 Online Quiz: Calculating Standard Errors (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1108015


/assignments/3931263)


due by


11:59pm


Mon Nov 2, 2015 Read Companion, Chapter 7 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1107667&


include_contexts=course_1108015)


12am


Tue Nov 3, 2015 Lab Session: Tests of Significance, Chi-Square & Measures of Association


(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1107683&include_contexts=course_1108015)


12am


Wed Nov 4, 2015 Read Essentials, Chapter 8, pp. 182-199 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1107655&


include_contexts=course_1108015)


12am


Submit Lab Assignment #9 (Inferences About Proportions, Chi-Squared Test, and Measures


of Association) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1108015/assignments/3903951)


due by


11:59pm


Thu Nov 5, 2015 Lecture: Correlation and Bivariate Regression (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1107695&include_contexts=course_1108015)


12am
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Date Details


Sun Nov 8, 2015 Label Parts of Bivariate Regression Model (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1108015


/assignments/3931264)


due by


11:59pm


Mon Nov 9, 2015 Read Companion, Chapter 8 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1107668&


include_contexts=course_1108015)


12am


Tue Nov 10, 2015 Lab Session:Correlation and Bivariate Regression (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1107684&include_contexts=course_1108015)


12am


Wed Nov 11, 2015 Read Essentials, Chapter 8, pp. 199-206 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1107656&


include_contexts=course_1108015)


12am


Reading Assignment TBA (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1107705&


include_contexts=course_1108015)


12am


Submit Lab Assignment #10 (Correlation and Bivariate Regression) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/courses/1108015/assignments/3903952)


due by


11:59pm


Thu Nov 12, 2015 Lecture: Multiple Regression Analysis (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1107696&


include_contexts=course_1108015)


12am


Sun Nov 15, 2015 Multiple Regression Analysis Crossword Puzzle (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1108015


/assignments/3931266)


due by


11:59pm


Mon Nov 16, 2015 Read Companion, Chapter 9 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1107669&


include_contexts=course_1108015)


12am


Tue Nov 17, 2015 Lab Session: Multiple Regression Analysis (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1107685&


include_contexts=course_1108015)


12am


Wed Nov 18, 2015 Read Essentials, Chapter 10 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1107657&


include_contexts=course_1108015)


12am


Submit Lab Assignment #11 (Multiple Regression Analysis) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1108015/assignments/3903953)


due by


11:59pm


Thu Nov 19, 2015 Lecture: Building, Estimating, and Interpreting Regression Models (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1107697&include_contexts=course_1108015)


12am


Sun Nov 22, 2015 Discussion: Ideas for Final Assignment (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1108015


/assignments/3904246)


due by


11:59pm


Mon Nov 23, 2015 Read Companion, Chapter 11 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1107670&


include_contexts=course_1108015)


12am


Tue Nov 24, 2015 Lab Session: Testing a Hypothesis Using Linear Regression Analysis


(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1107686&include_contexts=course_1108015)


12am


Extra Credit Lab Assignment (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1108015/assignments/3903983) due by


11:59pm


Thu Nov 26, 2015 Thanksgiving (No UCF Classes) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1107623&


include_contexts=course_1108015)


12am


Sun Nov 29, 2015 Jeopardy Game (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1108015/assignments/3970212) due by 11:59pm


Tue Dec 1, 2015 Present Lab Assignment #12 in Class on Tues., Dec. 1st (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1108015/assignments/3903954)


due by


10:30am


Last Lab Participation Day (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1108015/assignments/3903957) due by 12pm


Thu Dec 3, 2015 Final Exam Review Session (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1107658&


include_contexts=course_1108015)


12am


Sun Dec 6, 2015 Upload Original Research Paper (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1108015/assignments


/3962822)


due by


11:59pm


Tue Dec 15, 2015 Final Exam in Class on Tues., Dec. 15 from 10 am - 12:50 pm (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses due by
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POS 6736-0001: Conduct of Political Inquiry 
Prerequisites: Graduate standing or consent of the instructor 
85543 (3 Credit Hours) 
Department of Political Science 
The University of Central Florida 
 


Professor:  Andrea Vieux 
   
Phone: (407) 823-2608  
e-mail: avieux@knights.ucf.edu 
 


Lecture: 
 
CC2 0225 
Wednesday 6pm to 8:45pm 


Office Hours: 
 
HPH 302 
Wednesday 3:30pm to 5:30pm 
 


 
 
Course Description: 
This graduate-level seminar is intended to introduce graduate students to research design and introductory 
data analysis in political science.  It covers topics such as: the design of social inquiry, the problem of 
causal inference, foundations of comparative research, case studies and small-n analysis, unified 
approaches to social research, data collection, scale construction and reliability analysis, descriptive 
statistics, cross-tabulation and mean comparison analysis, the logic of control, and foundations of 
inference. 
 
 
Course Goals: 


• Discover the fundamental logic of political science research. 
• Evaluate political science research design and its components. 
• Construct an initial research design applying course components. 
• Learn how to write political science research papers 


 
 
Course Policies: 
The class is a seminar in which everyone is expected to participate.  You must come to class prepared to 
discuss the assigned readings. The reading load is relatively heavy, so please allocate your time 
accordingly.  I expect you to come to class with questions and comments about the readings. You will 
also be engaging in online activities and assignments with your peers that will be discussed in class. The 
quality of the seminar will be contingent upon your preparation and participation. 
 
 
Course Syllabus: 
This is the course syllabus, and should be treated as a written agreement between the professor and 
student.  Students should refer to the syllabus for any questions pertaining to the course, grading, etc.  
Any deviations from this syllabus will be announced in class. Anything in this syllabus is subject to 
change.  Therefore, students are responsible for any announcements made in class, and any information or 
handouts given out in class.  Absence is not an excuse for ignorance. 
 
 
Additional Items of Note: 


• This class is a graduate seminar.  Relevant concepts will be covered in foundational readings and 
applied using political science research and various activities.  Therefore, it is imperative that 







students attend all classes and participate in online activities to fully understand the research 
process.  


• This class utilizes a lot of reading and writing. Plan accordingly.   
• The reading associated with any of the lectures is meant to be read BEFORE that lecture and 


activity.   
• All writing should be readable, coherent, and follow proper rules of grammar and punctuation—


and will be graded with these things in mind. 
• If you have any questions, please ask. 
• The best way to reach me is via the webcourse email. 
• You may NOT record classroom meetings (voice or video recordings). Reasonable 


accommodations can be made for students with disabilities—speak with me. 
• Your failure to plan is not my emergency. 
• All work MUST be your own. 


 
Readings:  
** Complete prior to classes and activities. 
 
Required Texts:  
 
Baglione, Lisa. 2012. Writing a Research Paper in Political Science: A Practical Guide to Inquiry, 
Structure, and Methods. 2nd Edition. Washington, DC: CQ Press.   
 ISBN: 9781608719914 
 
Manheim, Jarol B., Richard C. Rich, and Lars Willnat.  2002. Empirical Political Analysis: Quantitative 
and Qualitative Research Methods. 5th Edition. Boston: Pearson/Longman. (Referred to as MRW in the 
schedule) 
 ISBN: 9780321086143 
 
 
Required Additional Readings: 
In addition to the foundational material provided in the two required texts, you are required to read 
additional articles and materials. These materials include those listed as well as additional materials that 
will be assigned as the semester progresses. You will access the articles via the UCF Library web-site. 
 
Useful Supplements: 
 
King, Gary, Robert O. Keohane, and Sidney Verba. 1994. Designing Social Inquiry: Scientific Inference 
in Qualitative Research. Princeton, New Jersey: Princeton University Press.  (Referred to as KKV in the 
schedule) 
 
Pollock III, Philip H. 2008. An SPSS Companion to Political Analysis. 4th Edition. Washington, D.C.: CQ 
Press.  (NOTE: Dr. Pollock also has versions of this workbook for Stata and R.) 
 
Research and Writing Skills:  
References required for written/class/online assignments must be relevant to our research, academic, 
authoritative and reliable. If you are a little shaky on academic standards governing acceptable references, 
ask questions of myself, or a librarian (or refer to the UCF library website). 
 
All written communication follows standard rules of English grammar and spelling.  If you are a little 
rusty on the standards acceptable in the academic community, go to the writing center, or ask me.  All 







written work should be presented in a formal, professional manner; using proper language and formatting, 
and should be edited for grammar, spelling, and writing flow/style.  
 
Writing Center:  
 
The University Writing Center (UWC) is a free resource for UCF undergraduates and graduates. At the 
UWC, a trained writing consultant will work individually with you on anything you're writing (in or out 
of class), at any point in the writing process from brainstorming to editing. Appointments are 
recommended, but not required. For more information or to make an appointment, visit the UWC website 
at http://www.uwc.ucf.edu, stop by MOD 608, or call 407.823.2197. 
 
Academic Misconduct 
 
Don’t Plagiarize (not properly citing sources, passing off someone else’s work as your own, handing in a 
paper written for another class, etc.).  Plagiarism and Cheating of any kind on an examination, quiz, or 
assignment will result at least in an "F" for that assignment (and may, depending on the severity of the 
case, lead to an "F" for the entire course) and may be subject to appropriate referral to the Office of 
Student Conduct for further action. See the UCF Golden Rule, the FTCL page on academic integrity, and 
the library web-site for further information.  
 
I will assume for this course that you will adhere to the academic creed of this University and will 
maintain the highest standards of academic integrity. In other words, don't cheat by giving answers to 
others or taking them from anyone else. I will also adhere to the highest standards of academic integrity, 
so please do not ask me to change (or expect me to change) your grade illegitimately or to bend or break 
rules for one person that will not apply to everyone. 
 
Turnitin.com:  
 
In this course we may utilize turnitin.com, an automated system which instructors can use to quickly and 
easily compare each student's assignment with billions of web sites, as well as an enormous database of 
student papers that grows with each submission. Accordingly, you may be expected to submit 
assignments in both hard copy and electronic format. After the assignment is processed, as an instructor I 
receive a report from turnitin.com that states if and how another author’s work was used in the 
assignment. For a more detailed look at this process, visit http://www.turnitin.com 
 
Non-Academic Misconduct 
 
The scope and content of the material included in this course are defined by the professor in consultation 
with the responsible academic unit. Although the orderly exchange of ideas, including questions and 
discussions prompted by lectures, discussion sessions and laboratories, is viewed as a key part of the 
educational environment, the professor has the right to limit the scope and duration of these interactions.  
 
Students who engage in disruptive behavior, including persistent refusal to observe boundaries defined by 
the professor regarding inappropriate talking, discussions, and questions in the classroom may be subject 
to discipline for non-academic misconduct for disruption of teaching or academic misconduct, as defined 
in the Golden Rule Student Handbook also defines potential sanctions for these types of infractions. 
 
Examples of inappropriate behavior include, but are not limited to: text messaging, talking or using cell 
phones, (turn off cell phones prior to class), surfing the internet, listening to music, downloading music, 
watching movies, checking scores, cursing, using offensive or inappropriate language of any kind, name 



http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://www.fctl.ucf.edu/TeachingAndLearningResources/ClassroomManagement/AcademicIntegrity/

http://library.ucf.edu/

http://www.turnitin.com/





calling, inappropriate actions of any kind, etc.  Any student acting in a disruptive manner may be asked to 
leave the classroom and will forfeit participation and attendance credit. 
 
Computer Access and Webcourses: 
  
You will need access to a computer and the internet to succeed in this class. We will use Webcourses, the 
online course management system.   
 
Privacy:  Access to the webcourse is extended to you for the duration of your enrollment in the course, 
providing that you comply with class and school policies. You may not share that access with another 
person who is not enrolled in the course. Students who do so violate the privacy of other students as well 
as school policy. The act may lead to the violator being denied access to the webcourse shell. 
 
On occasion, I permit others to enter the course, to critique my work, to view the operations of the course, 
or to work on a technical problem. For the entire term, my technical consultant has access to the course to 
provide continuity for you should the unexpected happen to me. 
Technical Resources 
 
For specific problems in any of the areas below or for further information go to the corresponding link for 
assistance. 
 
UCF Home Page will help find UCF resources 
UCF Computer Service Desk – You can also call the Service Desk at 407-823-5117. 
Learning Online This site provides information on study skills for distance learners, the library and the 
writing center. 
Buying a new computer or upgrading your current equipment – http://www.cstore.ucf.edu/  
Hardware/Software Requirements 
 
Copyright 
 
This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, images, text 
materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use doctrine in order to enhance the 
learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, download or distribute these items. The use of these 
materials is strictly reserved for this online classroom environment and your use only. All copyright 
materials are credited to the copyright holder. 
 
In addition, the notes, lectures, videos, handouts, etc. provided by the professor are owned by the 
professor and considered intellectual property.  All intellectual property is safeguarded by copyright law 
and is not to be shared, distributed, etc. without the professor’s consent. 
 
Students with Disabilities  
 
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all persons 
with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students who need 
accommodations must be registered with Student Disability Services, Ferrell Commons Room 132, phone 
(407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting accommodations from the 
professor. 
 


Grading and Responsibilities 
Each component of the student’s grade will be calculated on a scale of 0-100%, and will be weighted by 
the amount specified to compose the student’s final grade.   



http://www.ucf.edu/

http://servicedesk.ucf.edu/

http://learn.ucf.edu/

http://www.cstore.ucf.edu/

http://learn.ucf.edu/webcourses/support.html





Academic Activity (0%)   **REQUIRED** 
All faculty members are required to document students' academic activity at the beginning of each course. 
In order to document that you began this course, please complete the academic activity by the end of the 
first week of classes, or as soon as possible after adding the course. Failure to do so will result in a delay 
in the disbursement of your financial aid.  I have posted a short online quiz in the webcourse to fulfill this 
requirement. 
 
 
In-Class Participation (15% of grade): 
Students are expected to attend all classes – you must be present to participate.  Anyone who may have 
problems with this rule should contact me.   
 
In class, we will be discussing course material, engaging in activities, applying course concepts, and 
evaluating political science research. The participation is intended to promote Active Learning. Meaning, 
you are interacting with each other and sharing ideas, etc. in order to fully grasp material. Active learning 
has been shown to enhance student outcomes (i.e. information retention and learning). 
 
Your participation grade will depend on your in-class conduct, the degree to which you participate, and 
the quality of your participation. Grades for participation are based on both the quantity and the quality of 
the participation. There are no make-ups for any missed activities, discussions, participation, etc.   
 
 
Online Discussion Activities (20% of grade) 
You will engage in four online discussion activities with your peers over specific types of research 
designs. The goals the discussion activities are: (1) applying that week’s content to your own research 
ideas by considering appropriate designs for your questions; and (2) learning how to engage with your 
peers’ research ideas and to critically evaluate research designs. Each discussion consists of two basic 
parts: initial posts completing the discussion activity, and replies to those initial posts. No late work, no 
makeups. 
 
Each student will post one initial post (750-1000 words) in at least two of the discussion activities (for 
a total of two initial posts). Each post is worth 5% of your course grade (10% total). You choose which 
two of the four you will complete. See the discussion assignment description page for information about 
the discussion activities. 
 
Each student will post at least one reply to another student’s initial post in each of the four 
discussion activities. Each of the four discussion activity replies are worth 2.5% of your course grade 
(10% total).  
 
Original Research Design (40% of grade): 
Each student will be expected to hand in a well-developed and feasible research design on a topic of their 
choosing. Refer to the Baglione text for help in constructing your research design.  It will be graded based 
on the inclusion of all necessary components as well as readability, coherence, grammar, etc. All work 
MUST be your own. NO LATE WORK. Due dates are in the schedule.  
 
There are several components to this project. See the assignment description pages for more detail. 
Outline       5% 
Literature Review Paper   10% 
Draft Paper    10% 
Final Paper    15% 
 



http://www1.umn.edu/ohr/teachlearn/tutorials/active/what/index.html





Research Design Presentation (10% of grade) 
You will do an in-class presentation over your research design.  I will make the schedule, and will not 
allow makeups of missed presentations. See the presentation assignment description page for more detail. 
 
Peer Review (5% of grade): 
Each student will write a review of another student’s research design draft. See the peer review 
assignment description page for more detail. 
 
Term Exams (10% of grade): 
At the end of the course students will take a comprehensive exam that consists of two parts. The first part 
is a traditional exam over the material covered and the skills developed in the class. The second part is a 
short paper critiquing an article provided by the professor. Each part is worth 5% of the course grade. No 
late work, no makeups. See the term exams page for more detail. 
 
The purpose of the term exams is to (1) assess knowledge and skill and (2) provide students an 
introduction to (and practice with) the format of the Master’s program assessment. While the format of 
the term exams is similar to the Master’s program assessment, the content of the term exams is not. 
 
Graduate-Level Course Specifics: 
The fact that you are enrolled in this class suggests that you were one of the better undergraduate 
students.  It does not, however, mean that you will be getting an A in this course.  Earning an A might 
require more diligence than you are used to.  The letter grade “A” is reserved for excellence, “B” for 
good, and “C” for satisfactory (you should never do C-level work in a graduate class).   
 
For an undergraduate class, it is expected that you spent a minimum of 3 hours for every credit hour 
studying (or 9 hours outside of class studying)—much more time than that may have been needed to 
achieve excellence.  This is a graduate class and requires more work than an undergraduate class—
particularly if you want to get an A.  The best way to succeed in this course is to (1) spend time outside of 
class doing the readings, preparing for class, and doing the work, and (2) using your time effectively. 
 
Grade Breakdown: 
 


 
In-Class Participation   15% 
Online Discussion Initial Posts (2) 10% 
Online Discussion Replies (4)  10% 
Outline       5% 
Literature Review   10% 
Draft Paper    10% 
Final Paper    15% 
Presentation    10% 
Peer Review      5% 
Term Exams         10% 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 







Grading Scale: 
 


94-100  A 
90-93  A- 
88-89  B+ 
84-87  B 
80-83  B- 
78-79  C+ 
74-77  C 
70-73  C- 
68-69  D+ 
64-67  D 
60-63  D- 
0 - 59  F 


 
 
Late Papers and Make-Ups:  
 
Due dates are final. No late work, no makeups. Don’t wait until the last minute to complete assigned 
work. You will not get an extension if you have problems. Start your assigned tasks with more than 
enough time in case you run into troubles or take longer to complete the task than you anticipated. 
 
Exceptional Circumstances: Under exceptional circumstances and with the permission the professor 
students may be allowed a makeup. I must be notified in advance of the due date and I must be provided a 
documented, legitimate reason (death in family, serious injury, etc.). I will then determine whether the 
exemption will apply. Do not anticipate any deviation from this policy. 
 
Deadlines: 
 
Students are encouraged not to wait until the last minute to complete assigned work.  The online@UCF 
support is available by email Monday thru Friday 8am to 5pm and by phone from 8:30am to 4:30 pm 
Monday thru Friday.   
 


Schedule* 
• Tentative – Instructor reserves the right to change or alter the schedule, readings, etc. 
• Ensure that you follow the prescribed logic of readings, lectures, activities, and preparation each 


week/class. 
• You will access the readings (that are not from the course textbooks) from the UCF library 


website, unless otherwise noted. 
• All items are due at 11:59pm unless otherwise noted. 


 
8/26 Course Introduction  


Foundations of Political Science Research 
 


Foundational Readings: 
• pgs. 3-33 in King, Gary, Robert O. Keohane, and Sidney Verba. 1994. Designing Social Inquiry. 


Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press (scan provided) 
• pgs. 45-55 in Buttolph Johnson, Janet, and H.T. Reynolds with Jason D Mycoff. 2008. Political 


Science Research Methods. 6th Edition. Washington, D.C.: CQ Press. (scan provided) 
• Optional: MRW, Chapter 1 







 
Advanced Readings 
• Smith, Rogers. 2002. “Should We Make Political Science More of a Science or More About 


Politics?” PS 35 (2) (June): 199-201. 
• Jervis, Robert. 2002. “Politics, Political Science, and Specialization.” PS 35 (2) (June):187-189. 
• Putnam, Robert D. 2003. “APSA Presidential Address: The Public Role of Political Science.” 


Perspectives on Politics. 1 (2) (June) 249-255. 
• Lupia, Arthur. 2000. “Evaluating Political Science Research:  Information for Buyers and Sellers.  


PS 33 (1) (March): 7-13. 
• Gunnell, John. 1995. “Realizing Theory: The Philosophy of Science Revisited.” Journal of 


Politics. 57(4): 923-940. 
 
8/28 Academic Due **5 pm** 
 
9/2 Theories and such  
 Library Research & Literature Review 
 Visit from the library 
 


Foundational Readings: Theories and such 
• pgs. 25-26 in Ostrom, Elinor. 2007. “Institutional Rational Choice.” in Sabatier, Paul A. Theories 


of the Policy Process. 2nd Edition. Ed. Paul A. Sabatier. Boulder, Colorado: Westview Press. 
(Scan provided) 


• MRW, Chapter 2 & pgs 79-85 
 


Foundational Readings: Library Research & Literature Review 
• Baglione, Chapters 1, 2 & 3 
• BWMR, Chapter 3 (scan provided) or MWR, Chapter 3 


 
Advanced Readings: Theories and such 
• Allison, Graham. 1969. “Conceptual Models and the Cuban Missile Crisis.” American Political 


Science Review. 63(3): 689-718. 
• Leeds, Brett Ashley. 2003. “Do Alliances Deter Aggression: The Influence of Military Alliances 


on the Initiation of Militarized Interstate Disputes.” American Journal of Political Science. 
47(3):427-439. 


 
9/6 Outline Due  
 
9/9 Literature Review 
 Visit from the Writing Center 
 


Foundational Readings: Literature Review 
• MRW, Chapter 21 
• Baglione, Chapters 4, 5, 6 & 7 


 
Advanced Readings: Literature Review 
• Hajnal, Zoltan and Jessica Trounstine. 2005. “Where Turnout Matters: The Consequences of 


Uneven Turnout in City Politics.” The Journal of Politics. 67(2):515-535. 
• Mishler, William and John P. Willerton. “The Dynamics of Presidential Popularity in Post-


Communist Russia: Cultural Imperative versus Neo-Institutional Choice?” Journal of Politics. 
65(1):111-42. 







• Ansolehebere, Stephen, Shanto Iyengar, Adam Simon, and Nicholas Valentino. 1994. “Does 
Attack Advertising Demobilize the Electorate?” American Political Science Review. 88(4):829-
838. 


 
9/16 Units of Analysis 
 Measurements 
 Introduction to Data 
 


Foundational Readings:  
• MRW, Chapters 4, 12, 22 


 
Advanced Readings: Measurements  
• Adcock, Robert and David Collier. 2001. “Measurement Validity: A Shared Standard for 


Qualitative and Quantitative Research.” American Political Science Review. 95(3):529-46. 
• Sigelman, Lee and Mark Kugler. 2003. Why is Research on the Effects of Negative Campaigning 


So Inconclusive? Understanding Citizens Perceptions of Negativity.”  Journal of Politics. 65(1): 
142-60. 


 
Advanced Readings: Units of Analysis 
• Lowery, David, Virginia Gray, Jennifer Anderson, and Adam Newmark. 2004. “Collective 


Action and the Mobilization of Institutions.” Journal of Politics. 66(3): 684-705. 
• Lee, Matthew and John Bartkowski. 2004. “Love Thy Neighbor? Moral Communities, Civic 


Engagement, and Juvenile homicide in Rural Areas.” Social Forces. 82(3):1001-1036. 
 
9/20 Literature Review Due  
 
9/23 Sampling 
 Intro to Statistics 
 


Foundational Readings 
• MRW, Chapters 6, 13 & 14 


 
Advanced Readings 
• Taquino, et al. 2002. “Units of Analysis and the Environmental Justice Hypothesis: The Case of 


Industrial Hog Farms.” Social Science Quarterly. 83(1):298-316. 
 
9/27 Discussion 1: Initial Post Due 
 
9/29 Discussion 1: Reply Due 
 
9/30 Surveys & Scaling 
 


Foundational Readings 
• MRW, Chapters 7 & 8 


 
Advanced Readings  
• Brady, Harry E. 2000. “Contributions of Survey Research to Political Science.” PS (March). 
• Zaller, John and Stanley Feldman. 1992. “A Simple Theory of the Survey Response: Answering 


Questions versus Revealing Preferences.” American Journal of Political Science. 36(3). 







• Presser, Stanley, Mick Couper, Judith Lessler, Elizabeth Martin, Jean Martin, Jennifer Rothgeb 
and Elanor Singer. 2004. “Methods for Testing and Evaluating Survey Questions.” Public 
Opinion Quarterly. 68(1):109-130. 


• Joslyn, Mark. 2003. “The Determinants and Consequences of Recall Error about Gulf War 
Preferences.” American Journal of Political Science.” 47(3):440-52. 


• Mishler, William and John P. Willerton. “The Dynamics of Presidential Popularity in Post-
Communist Russia: Cultural Imperative versus Neo-Institutional Choice?” Journal of Politics. 
65(1):111-42. 


 
10/4 Discussion 2: Initial Post Due 
 
10/6 Discussion 2: Reply Due 
 
10/7 Secondary (Aggregated) Data & Comparative Research 
 


Foundational Readings 
• MRW, Chapters 10 & 11 


 
Advanced Readings 
• Hajnal, Zoltan and Jessica Trounstine. 2005. “Where Turnout Matters: The Consequences of 


Uneven Turnout in City Politics.” The Journal of Politics. 67(2):515-535. 
• Berry, William, Richard Fording and Russell Hanson. 2003. “Reassessing the ‘Race to the 


Bottom’ in State Welfare Policy.” Journal of Politics. 65(2):327-49. 
• Kenworthy, Land and Melissa Malami. 1999. “Gender Inequality in Political Representation: A 


Worldwide Comparative Analysis.” Social Forces. 78(1):235-68. 
 
10/11 Discussion 3: Initial Post Due 
 
10/13 Discussion 3: Reply Due 
 
10/14 Experimental & Quasi-Experimental Design 
 


Foundational Readings 
• MRW, Chapter 5 
• Druckman, James N. and Arthur Lupia. 2012. “Experimenting with Politics.” Science. 


335(9):1177-1179. 
 


Advanced Readings 
• Ansolehebere, Stephen, Shanto Iyengar, Adam Simon, and Nicholas Valentino. 1994. “Does 


Attack Advertising Demobilize the Electorate?” American Political Science Review. 88(4):829-
838. 


• Marcus-Newhall, Amy, Laura P. Blake and Julia Baumann. 2002. “Perceptions of Hate Crime 
Perpetrators and Victims and Influenced by Race, Political Orientation, and Peer Group.” 
American Behavioral Scientist. 46(1):108-36. 


• Bolsen, Toby, James N. Druckman, and Fay Lomax Cook. 2014. “The Influence of Partisan 
Motivated Reasoning on Public Opinion.” Political Behavior. 36:235-262. 


• Dube, Arindrajit, Oeindrila Dube, and Omar Garcia-Ponce. 2013. “Cross-Border Spillover: U.S. 
Gun Laws and Violence in Mexico.” American Political Science Review. 107(3):397-417. 







• Fearon, James D., Macartan Humphreys, and Jeremy M. Weinstein. 2009. “Can Development 
Aid Contribute to Social Cohesion after Civil War? Evidence from a Field Experiment in Post-
Conflict Liberia.” The American Economic Review. 99(2):287-291. 


 
10/21 Qualitative Research – Fieldwork, Case Studies, Elite Interviews, etc. 
 


Foundational Readings  
• MRW, pgs. 313-319 and Chapters 18, 19 & 20 


 
Advanced Readings 
• Collier, David and James Mahoney. 1996. “Insights and Pitfalls: Selection Bias in Qualitative 


Research.” World Politics. 49(1):56-91. 
• Futrell, Robert and Pete Simi. 2004. “Free Spaces, Collective Identity, and the Persistence of 


White Power Activism.” Social Problems. 51(1):16-43. 
• Kroeker, C. 1996. “The Cooperative Movement in Nicaragua: Empowerment and 


Accompaniment of Severely Disadvantaged Peasants.” Journal of Social Issues. 52(1): 123-39. 
• Glaser,J. 1996. “The Challenge of Campaign Watching: Seven Lessons of Participant-Observant 


Research.” PS. 29(3):522-37. 
 
10/25 Discussion 4: Initial Post Due 
 
10/27 Discussion 4: Reply Due 
 
10/28 Content Analysis  


Ethics 
 


Foundational Readings  
• MRW, Chapter 9 & Appendix B 
• BWMR, selected pages “Ethical Considerations in Research” (scan provided) 


 
Advanced Readings  
• Laver, Michael and John Garry. 2000. “Estimating Policy Positions for Political Texts. American 


Journal of Political Science. 44(3): 619-34. 
• Schodt, Philip and Deborah Gerner. 1994. “Validity Assessment of a Machine-Coded Event Data 


Set for the Middle East, 1982-1992.” American Journal of Political Science. 38(3):825-54. 
• Fowler, Linda.  1995. “Replication as Regulation.” PS. 28(3):478-81. 
• Lineberry, Robert and Nita Lineberry. 1995. “Our Brother’s Keeper: Authenticity, Accountability 


and the Social Science Quarterly Project.” PS. 28(3): 484-7. 
 
11/1 Draft Research Design Due 
 
11/4 Data & Statistics I 
 


Foundational Readings 
• Baglione, Chapters 8, & 9 
• Review: MRW, Chapters 12, 13 & 14   
 
Advanced Readings: 
• TBD 


 







11/8 Peer Review Due 
 
11/11 NO CLASS – Veterans Day 
 
11/18 Data & Statistics II 
 


Foundational Readings 
• MRW, Chapters 15 & 16 
 
Advanced Readings 
• TBD 


 
11/22 Final Paper Due 
 
11/25 Data & Statistics 


Presentations 
 
12/2 Presentations 
 
12/6 Term Exams 
 
12/9 Presentations 

























































































 


 


 


INR 4008: Global Perspectives 


Department of Political Science 


University of Central Florida 
 


COURSE SYLLABUS 


 


Instructor: Jonathan Powell, Assistant Professor 


E-mail: jonathan.powell@ucf.edu 


Skype ID: jonathanmpowell3 


Office: 305B Howard Phillips Hall 


Office Hours: Wed 2-5; R 10-12. 


Web: www.jonathanmpowell.com 
 


 


I. University Course Catalog Description 


The historical and contemporary contexts of globalization. 


 


II. Pre-Requisites 


ENC 1102 or C.I. 
 


III. Course Objectives 


Topically dedicated to issues in international politics, this class will investigate a number of 


different global political phenomena from the approach of social scientists.  While scholars, 


politicians, and pundits may squabble over why something should or should not be done, or why 


or why not political beings behave in a particular way, we can all (perhaps) agree on the need to 


be able to assess these questions as objectively as possible.  So in addition to learning about 


relevant topics, people, or places, the readings and assignments are chosen in order to expose 


students to the methods of researchers, primarily from the perspective of the discipline of political 


science.   


 


The majority of this class with be dedicated to consuming relevant literature, primarily five recent 


books that look at different issues in international politics.  This books are chosen specifically 


because of their relevance to major political events over recent years, such as the Arab Spring, the 


rise of ISIS in Syria and Iraq, and efforts to promote democratization.  The latter stages of the class 


will be dedicated to the completion of a research paper that emulates the approach to research seen 


in the assigned readings. 


 


Students will    


1. Learn about different issues in global, specifically non-western, politics. 


2. Learn how social scientists construct testable (and falsifiable) hypotheses related to 


politics. 


3. See how social scientists go from theoretical reasoning to designing research and testing 


an argument. 



mailto:jonathan.powell@ucf.edu

http://www.jonathanmpowell.com/





 


 


4. Become more familiar with the limitations of the tools that they, and other social scientists, 


utilize. 


5. Apply the lessons learned from the assigned readings to real-world events. 


IV. Required Texts and Materials 


 Brockett, Charles. Political Movements and Violence in Central America. Princeton 


University Press. ISBN: 9780521600552. 


 Weeks, Jessica. 2014. Dictators at War and Peace. ISBN: 0801479827. 


 Ross, Michael. 2012. The Oil Curse. Princeton University Press. ISBN: 


0691159637. 


 Hudson, Valerie. 2014. Sex and World Peace. Columbia University Press. ISBN: 


0231131836. 


 


V. Content Disclaimer (READ VERY CLOSELY) 


This class will be both reading and writing intensive and students should also be prepared to 


complete assignments throughout the entirety of the course.  By design, students cannot 


complete the class “early,” regardless of their pace and performance, and are required to 


complete weekly assignments. 


 


The class will include seven required modules.  The first covers the syllabus, course 


requirements, and multiple course “primers.” Four modules will be dedicated to the required 


books, and two additional “short” modules will cover articles. 


 


Models will usually begin with a brief primer or lecture that leads into the material by giving 


background on the subject matter or an explanation of the research methods the author will use.  


As needed, the instructor will offer a brief “Post-Mortem” lecture after grading the components 


of each module.  This will effectively be a mini-lecture that specifically responds to issues that 


were common across the class.  Consequently, it is important for students to work at a similar 


pace and complete assignments at a similar time, and late submissions cannot be accepted.   


 


Second, students should fully commit to the module they are currently assigned.  Any extra time 


should be committed to reviewing the material and working on the written assignments.  In other 


words, efforts should focus on doing the work well, not simply getting it done.  That said, 


although modules may not yet be available, students are free to “read ahead” and finish the 


books early (though assignments will not be available early).  Students that read ahead are 


strongly encouraged to keep detailed notes so that they can review prior to taking associated 


quizzes and completing any necessary written assignments. 


 


VI. Assignments and Grade Calculation 


 Assessment     Available Due Dates   


Module 1: Syllabus and Primers   Aug 24 Aug 28, Sept 4 


Module 2: Dictators at War    Aug 31     


    Quizzes      Sept 11, Sept 18 


    Article Response      Sept 18  


   News Response      Sept 25   


Module 3: Political Movements and Violence Sept 23     


    Quizzes      Oct 2, Oct 9 







 


 


    Article Response     Oct 9    


    News Response     Oct 16    


Module 4: The Oil Curse    Oct 14    


    Quizzes      Oct 23, Oct 30   


    Article Response     Oct 30   


    News Response     Nov 6   


Module 5: Sex & World Peace   Nov 4    


    Quizzes      Nov 13, Nov 20 


    Article Response     Nov 20   


    News Response     Nov 27   


 


“Short Modules”  


Students will choose two of the five short module options.  Read the instructions for each 


module closely, as some of the modules have additional options regarding the required readings.  


The motivation behind this component is to give the student an opportunity to read and write 


about a subject that is more interesting to them. 


 All short modules will become available September 25. 


o Focus on reading the books until then. 


o Quizzes for the short modules can be taken any time after that. 


 News responses for the short modules cannot be submitted prior to October 2. 


o This guarantees you will get feedback on two prior modules before submitting. 


 One of the short modules must be completed by October 30. 


 The second short module must be completed by December 7. 


 All short modules will have two graded components: 


o Quiz 


o News Response 


 The short module topics include: 


o Global Health 


o Globalization 


o The Environment 


o Democratization 


o International Law     


 


Summary of Important Dates 


Aug 28: Syllabus Quiz Due 


Sept 4:  Remaining Module 2 Quizzes Due 


Sept 11: Three Dictators Quizzes due 


Sept 18: Remaining Dictators Quizzes due 


  Module 2 Article Response Due 


Sept 25: Module 2 New Response Due 


Oct 2:  Three Political Movements Quizzes Due 


Oct 9:  Remaining Political Movements Quizzes Due 


  Module 3 Article Response Due 


Oct 16:  Module 3 News Response Due 


Oct 23:  Three Oil Curse Quizzes Due 


Oct 30:  Remaining Oil Curse Quizzes Due 







 


 


  Module 4 Article Response Due 


  First Short Module Due 


Nov 6:  Module 4 News Response Due 


Nov 13: Three Sex & World Peace Quizzes Due 


Nov 20: Remaining Sex & World Peace Quizzes Due 


  Module 5 Article Response Due 


Nov 27: Module 5 News Response Due 


Dec 7:  Second Short Module Due 


 


Drop Deadline:  November 2 


 


Quizzes (30% of semester grade) 


Each module will include brief chapter-by-chapter quizzes for the book, other readings (journal 


and news articles), and (if appropriate) any “mini-lectures” for the module.  All of these quizzes 


will be of equal value, with the average of them acting as the quiz grade for the module.  Quizzes 


will usually be comprised of 5-15 questions randomly drawn from a question bank of 10-25 


questions for each chapter or mini-lecture.  Quizzes will usually be limited to one minute per 


response.  All quizzes are open book/open note.  Students should be aware, however, that excessive 


reliance on notes will make it incredibly difficult to complete quizzes in the time allotted. 


 


Article Responses (20% of total semester grade) 


Each book module will have at least one article from an academic journal assigned to it.  Students 


will complete written response to the article for two of the book modules of their choosing.  To be 


very clear: students are required to read the assigned journal article for each book module and 


should be prepared to take a quiz over its contents.  However, it is only required to complete the 


written response for two of the journal articles.  There will be a place to upload the assignment but 


students will not be required to upload an assignment to move on to the next module. 


 


The article will be topically related to the content of the module’s book.  It could, however, 


completely disagree theoretically, reach different conclusions, or be in complete agreement with 


the book.  Students will complete an 800-900 word essay that either explores 1) what the writer of 


the article would say about the book, or 2) how the writer of the book would respond to the article.  


A prompt providing more details for the article response will be available on webcourses. 


 


News Responses (40% of semester grade) 


Students will be required to apply the arguments and lessons from the book and journal article to 


critically assess a “current” event covered in news articles provided in the module.  The emphasis 


will generally be on considering how the authors of the book and article would interpret the event 


depicted in the news reports.  For example, does the case support/refute the theoretical expectations 


of the author(s)?  Students are required to complete a total of six news responses during the class.  


As with the article response, essays should vary between 800-900 words. 


 


Additional Notes: Students will have an opportunity to re-write their first news response.  


Revisions must be submitted within 7 days of the time grades and comments are made available 


on webcourses. Students taking this option will have the average of the original and revised 


submissions act as their grade for the component of the module.  With the exception of the 







 


 


opportunity to submit revised versions of the first news response, all submissions are final and all 


materials will be reflected in your grade.  Be sure your submissions reflect your best work. 


 


Final Exam (10% of semester grade) 


All students are required to take a final exam.  The exam will briefly cover the basic aspects of the 


assigned readings.  Primary emphasis, however, will be on issues covered in the primers, lectures, 


and “post-mortems.”  Particular emphasis will be placed on interpreting political data. 


 


VII. Grading Scale  


Grade Dissemination 


You can access your scores at any time using "myUCF Grades" in the 


portal.  Assume each component will be graded within one week of 


submission.  If the grade is not available online, assume your 


assignment has not been graded.  Contact the instructor via email or 


Skype if a week has passed since submission and a grade has not been 


reported.  Please note that scores returned mid-semester are unofficial 


grades.  Typos could occasionally be made.  Notify the instructor if you 


have reason to suspect an error has been made (e.g., the grade listed in 


webcourses is not the same as the grade given in the comments of the 


assignment).  If you need help accessing myUCF Grades, see the 


online tutorial: https://myucfgrades.ucf.edu/help/. 


 


VIII. Course Policies 


Late Work 
As a rule, late work will not be accepted and assignments not completed on time will receive a 


grade of 0.  Students should pay close attention to due dates, should be aware of the length of 


readings, and should plan on finishing their assignments in advance of the final due date.  This is 


especially important for an online class, where technical issues could arise.  Extensions due to 


technical issues will be allowed only when UCF’s IT services can document an issue with 


Webcourses.  In other words, the class and its due dates assume you have access to a reliable 


computer and reliable internet connection. 


 


Grades of "Incomplete" 
The current university policy concerning incomplete grades will be followed in this course. 


Incomplete grades are given only in situations where unexpected emergencies prevent a student 


from completing the course and the remaining work can be completed the next semester. Your 


instructor is the final authority on whether you qualify for an incomplete. Incomplete work must 


be finished by the end of the subsequent semester or the “I” will automatically be recorded as an 


“F” on your transcript. 


 


Email 


The instructor will make a strong effort to respond to all emails within 24 hours of receiving the 


message.   


 All emails should include “INR 4008” or another indicator in the subject line that 


identifies the message as relevant to the class. I will prioritize emails coming from 


students enrolled in the class.   


Grading Scale (%) 


94-100 A 


90-93.99 A- 


87-89.99 B+ 


84-86.99 B 


80-83.99 B- 


77-79.99 C+ 


74-76.99 C 


70-73.99 C- 


67-69.99 D+ 


64-66.99 D 


60-63.99 D- 


0 – 59.99 F 



https://myucfgrades.ucf.edu/help/





 


 


o Emails that do not include an appropriate subject line will likely have a 


delay in response 


 Emails should include a salutation. 


 Emails should use proper English and punctuation.  The instructor will ask for 


poorly written emails to be resubmitted prior to responding to them. 


 Students, per university policy, are required to correspond with their official 


Knights email address.   


o Emails coming from non-UCF accounts will not receive a response. 


 Due to prior issues with Canvas, it is strongly recommended to use Outlook to draft 


emails (send to: jonathan.powell@ucf.edu).   


o In previous semesters, emails and responses seem to get “lost” when 


submitted through Canvas/webcourses, and attachments almost never go 


through. 


 Students should first consult the syllabus and announcements sent via 


Canvas/Webcourses/Email regarding basic requirements (this will usually save you 


time).  If a change has been made to the course schedule it will be documented in an 


announcement. 


 The instructor is available for Skype conversations and in-person meetings by 


appointment. 


 


Disability Access 
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all 


persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students 


who need accommodations must be registered with Student Disability Services, Ferrell 


Commons Room 185, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before 


requesting accommodations from the professor. 


 


Academic Conduct Policy 
Academic dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated.  If you are uncertain as to what 


constitutes academic dishonesty, please consult The Golden Rule, the University of Central 


Florida's Student Handbook (http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/) for further details.  As in all 


University courses, The Golden Rule Rules of Conduct will be applied.  Violations of these rules 


will result in a record of the infraction being placed in your file and receiving a zero on the work 


in question AT A MINIMUM.  At the instructor’s discretion, you may also receive a failing 


grade for the course.  Episodes of plagiarism will result in an automatic failure of the class and 


will see the case forwarded to the Office of Student Conduct with a recommendation for 


expulsion.   


 


University Writing Center 
The University Writing Center (UWC) is a free resource for UCF undergraduates and graduates. 


At the UWC, a trained writing consultant will work individually with you on anything you're 


writing (in or out of class), at any point in the writing process from brainstorming to editing. 


Appointments are recommended, but not required. For more information or to make an 


appointment, visit the UWC website at http://www.uwc.ucf.edu, stop by MOD 608, or call 


407.823.2197. 


 



mailto:jonathan.powell@ucf.edu





 


 


Religious Observances 


Students are expected to notify their instructor in advance if a holy day of their religious faith is 


expected to influence their participation in the class.  Given the online nature of the class, this is 


not expected to be an issue.  If a conflict does exist, immediately notify the instructor. For a 


current schedule of major religious holidays, see the Faculty Center’s main web page under 


“Calendars,” and for additional information, contact the Office of Diversity Initiatives at 407-


823-6479. 








GEO 3471 
World Political Geography 


 
Dr. Robert L. Bledsoe   OFFICE:  Main campus/Phillips Hall 302 
SLMP 4207    HOURS:   9:00-11:00MWF/1:00-3:00W  
6:00-8:50W           
robert.bledsoe@ucf.edu  OFFICE:  Seminole Lake Mary campus 
drbled@aol.com                                 HOURS:  5:00-5:50W 


 
Course Outline 


 
1. Course Objectives.  This one semester course in world political geography is 
designed to: 
 (1) introduce you to the variables that help us understand how the global system 
functions in its physical, political, and human/cultural dimensions; 
 (2) gain an understanding of how those variables influence regional development; 
 (3) understand how these regions are interconnected; 
 (4) become aware of the debate over whether globalization has transformed the 
international system into convergence versus those who argue that it has intensified 
divergence. 
 
 The primary purpose of the course is to provide the basic tools for any student to 
better understand the world in which we live.  Since this is likely to be the only course 
you will take in the field of geography, we will be doing a “cook’s tour” of the field (i.e., 
you will be introduced to more than one course in geography).  Much of the material 
presented during class meetings will not be in the textbook, so it is your responsibility to 
both attend class and thoroughly comprehend the material in the textbook. 
 
2. Course Requirements.  The course will consist of a series of lectures focusing 
upon the topics and issues outlined in Section 6.  You are encouraged to ask questions, 
inject personal observations, and challenge the assertions of the professor. Attend all 
class meetings.  While no formal record of attendance is kept, you will find that failure to 
attend class will soon be reflected in your course performance, as lecture material will 
often not be found in your reading assignments.  Read and master the material in the 
assignments.  These are found in the textbook for the course: 
 
 Les Rowntree, Martin Lewis, Marie Price, and William Wyckoff, Diversity Amid 
Globalization: World Regions, Environment, Development. 6th ed. Pearson. 2015. 
  
This is the only textbook required for the course.  Reading the assignments and keeping 
up with the lectures is your responsibility.  No specific pages of readings will be given 
from one lecture to another.  Pace yourself according to the topics under consideration 
during lecture periods. 
   
3. Examinations.  Since there is so much material to deal with, there will be four (4) 
examinations during the course.  All will consist of short answer, true/false, and multiple 







choice questions dealing with concepts, principles, themes, comparisons, trends, 
countries/regions, geographic features, etc. All four will have map identification 
questions.  Examinations are not cumulative.  Each exam will cover that portion of the 
material outlined in Section 5.  Midterms are tentatively scheduled as follows and will be 
held at the normal class time and meeting place: 
 
 (1) Wednesday, September 16 
 (2) Wednesday, October 7 
            (3) Wednesday, October 28 
             
The last examination (fourth midterm) will be held at the normal class meeting place 
from 7:00-9:50pm Wednesday December 9.  You will not need Scantrons or blue books 
for exams.  You will use the exam question sheets for your answers.  Attendance at 
examinations is mandatory.  There are no makeup exams.  In addition, after the 
first person has turned in their exam and left the room, no one who is tardy and 
arrives after that time will be allowed to take the exam – they will have missed the 
test.  Exams will be taken in pen (no pencils).  Be prepared to remain for the duration 
once the exams have been handed out, so make sure you are prepared to remain in class 
for anywhere from 50 minutes to 3 hours (or until you are finished and have handed in 
your exam). 
 
4. Book Report.  You have the option of doing a book report on one of the 
following books as a substitution for one of the exams (see Section 5 below for grading 
scheme).  Some of these are on Reserve in the Main Library. You are strongly 
encouraged to elect this research option, as it will help develop critical thinking and 
writing skills, as well as provide a learning experience in a substantive area in more depth 
than covered in class.  Critical thinking and writing skills are necessary tools for you to 
succeed in your chosen career field and essential tools for pursuing advanced academic or 
professional degrees.  The following steps are involved in this project: 
 a.  e-mail me with your choice of books no later than Monday, Sept. 7 
 b.  after completion of your reading and organizing of your notes and materials, 
develop an outline of how you propose to write your book report and send me a dated 
typed outline before you start serious writing no later than Monday, Nov. 9 
 c.  your final typed double-spaced footnoted report must include: 
  bibliographic citation 
  background of the author(s) 
  major themes of the book 
  the biases of the book 
  author(s) conclusions 
  an analysis of at least two scholarly book reviews on the book (including 
where you agree and disagree with the reviewers) Book report is due by the end of 
class on Wednesday, Dec. 2.  I will not accept late book reports.  For those books on 
Reserve at the Library Main Desk from which to make your selection, please honor the 
Reserve policy and also show respect for the book (no damage, no underlining, no 
notations, etc.): 
 







J. Michael Adams and Angelo Carfagna, Coming of Age in a Globalized World. 
Kumarian Press. 2006. 
Daron Acemoglu and James Robinson, Why Nations Fail. Crown. 2012. 
John Agnew and Luca Muscara, Making Political Geography. Rowman and Littlefield.  
2012. 
Saul Cohen, Geopolitics: The Geography of International Relations. Rowman & 
Littlefield. 2014. 
Niall Ferguson, Civilizations: The West and the Rest.  
Jeffrey Frieden, Global Capitalism: Its Fall and Rise in the Twentieth Century. Norton. 
2006. 
Thomas Friedman, Hot, Flat and Crowded: Why We Need a Green Revolution – and 
How It Can Renew America. Picador. 2009. 
Thomas Friedman, The Lexus and the Olive Tree. Farrar, Strauss, and Giroux. 1999. 
Thomas Friedman, The World is Flat. 
Al Gore, An Inconvenient Truth: The Planetary Emergency of Global Warming and What 
We Can Do About It. Rodale. 2006. 
Paul Hopper, Understanding Cultural Globalization. Polity Press. 2007. 
Robert Kaplan, The Revenge of Geography. Random House. 2012. 
Henry Kissinger, On China. Penguin. 2011. 
Henry Kissinger, World Order. 
Naomi Klein, This Changes Everything: Capitalism vs. the Climate. Simon & Schuster. 
2014 
Baldev Raj Nayar, The Geopolitics of Globalization. Oxford. 2005. 
Thomas Piketty, Capitalism. Harvard. 2014. 
Dani Rodrik, The Globalization Paradox: Democracy and the Future of the World 
Economy. Norton. 2011. 
Mark Schapiro, Carbon Shock: A Tale of Risk and Calculus From the Front Lines of the 
Disrupted Global Economy. Chelsea Green. 2014. 
Ken Silverstein, The Secret World of Oil. Verso. 2014. 
Joseph Stiglitz, Making Globalization Work. Norton. 2007. 
Fareed Zakaria, The Post-American World. Norton. 2008. 
 
 
5. Grades.  There are five possible grades for the course: 
 
  Exams   (4 x 25%) = 100% 
  Book Report         25%   = 125%  
   
Each student must have four grades to equal 100% of the course.  This can be the four 
examinations or three examinations and the book report (thus you can skip an exam, 
including the final) or do everything and drop the lowest of the five grades.  Be very 
careful how you decide upon your options, as there are no makeup exams (either 
midterms or final).  In no case is it wise to miss the first examination.  This is the one that 
lets you know what is important to study for.  Make your vacation plans for after finals 
week. 
 







Letter grades:  90-100 = A  (Note: there will be no +/- grades) 
   80-89   = B 
   70-79   = C 
   60-69   = D 
   < 60     = F 
 
 
6. Assignments. 
 
 I. GEOGRAPHIC VARIABLES AND THEMES Chptr 1 (pp. 2-29) 
  REGIONS 
   North America    Chptr 3 
   Middle and South America   Chptr 4 
 


---First Midterm (Wednesday, September 16)--- 
 


 II. GEOGRAPHICAL VARIABLES AND THEMES Chptr. 1 (pp. 29-47) 
  REGIONS         
   Caribbean     Chptr 5 
   Sub-Saharan Africa    Chptr 6 
   Southwest Asia/North Africa   Chptr 7 
    http://www.vox.com/a/maps-explain-the-middle-east 
 
  ---Second Midterm (Wednesday, October 7)--- 


Note: withdrawal deadline is Monday, November 2 
 
 III. GEOGRAPHICAL VARIABLES AND THEMES Chptr. 2 (pp. 50-65) 
.  REGIONS        
   Europe      Chptr 8 
   Russia      Chptr. 9 
    www.vox.com/cards/ukraine-everything-you-need-to-know 


Central Asia     Chptr 10 
 


---Third Midterm (Wednesday, October 28)--- 
 


 IV. GEOGRAPHICAL VARIABLES AND THEMES Chptr. 2 (pp. 66-79) 
  REGIONS       
   East Asia     Chptr 11 
   South Asia     Chptr 12 
   Southeast Asia     Chptr.13 
   Australia/Oceania       Chptr. 14  
 


---Fourth Midterm (Wednesday, December 9)--- 
 
 WELCOME TO WORLD POLITICAL GEOGRAPHY AND MAY 
  YOU HAVE A SUCCESSFUL FALL SEMESTER 



http://www.vox.com/a/maps-explain-the-middle-east

http://www.vox.com/cards/ukraine-everything-you-need-to-know





 
 
Some Ground Rules: 
 
(1) Classroom 
  no food or drinks (water is ok) 
           no smoking 
  turn off beepers, pagers, cell phones, etc. 
  tape recorders and laptops are permitted  
  if you are late, please come in anyway but try not to be disruptive when  
   entering the room 
 
(2) Communications 
  feel free to email me 


office – robert.bledsoe@ucf.edu (be advised that UCF Webmail is 
public domain and your confidentiality could be compromised; use 
our Webcourse site for grades and confidential matters) 


   home -  drbled@aol.com 
  call me at the office but not at home 
   Main campus (407-823-2608) 
   Daytona Beach (386-506-4088) 
  see me during office hours or by appointment (see telephone numbers  
   above) 
 
(3) Exams 
  if you are late on an exam day and a student has already turned in their  
   exam and departed before you arrive, you are too late and I will not 
   let you take the exam 


once the exam has started, you may not leave the room until you have   
            finished and turned in your exam (thus, be prepared to stay in the 
classroom from 75 minutes to up to 3 hours)                             


                        final grades are not posted on my office door nor will they be given out                                                                                                                                      
over the telephone/e-mail nor by the Office staff.  I will be happy to return any course 
materials you may want if you provide me a stamped, addressed large envelop.  Midterm 
grades will not be posted on MyGrades (only your final grade at the end of the term).  
Midterm grades are returned in class with your exams. 
 
Note: syllabus is subject to change at the discretion of the Instructor 
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Fall 2015 
INR4060 Causes of War   


Instructor:  Dr. Paul Vasquez, Department of Political Science 
 


Location & Time:   Psychology 106   
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays 9:30 A.M. - 10:20 A.M. 


Office:   Howard Philips Hall 305D (Political Science Dept. main suite)  
Phone:   (407) 823-3329 
Office Hours:  Mondays 11:30 A.M. – 2:00 P.M. 
   Wednesdays 11:30 A.M. – 1:30 P.M. and  
   Fridays 11:30-3:00 P.M. by appointment 
Email:   paul.vasquez@ucf.edu  
 
 
Course description:  War has been a terrible, yet inherent part of human existence since the 
earliest times.  However, such matters have only begun to be studied rigorously and 
systematically over the last past hundred years, with much of that progress taking place in the 
last fifty years.  In this course you will learn about explanations for war that come from sources 
related to the international system, interstate relations, domestic politics, and the process of 
foreign policy decision-making.  Once we discuss these and other theories in depth, we will 
proceed to examine the war-fighting behavior of democracies in greater depth.  Finally, we will 
examine some specific historical cases of war and conflict in finer detail.         
 
Required text:  Required readings include the following books on sale at the UCF Bookstore.      
 


 Jack Levy and William R. Thompson. 2010. Causes of War.  West Sussex, U.K.:  Wiley 
Blackwell. 
 


Course objectives:   
  
The objectives of this course are to help students:  (1) understand the prominent scholarly 
explanations for war from the study of political science and international relations,        
(2) understand the strengths and weaknesses of these scholarly explanations and the approaches 
used to develop them how to apply them, and (3) improve their skills in the realm of critical 
thinking and written communication.    
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Requirements:  I will evaluate your performance in this class in accord with the table below.  
In four years of teaching I have never curved grades, and I do not anticipate doing so in the 
future.   
     


A B C D  
 


Tasks 
% of  
grade 


Your score  
or average 
score for 
quizzes 


 


Component Score 
=  


column B  
x  


column C   


Due Date 


Class 
Participation  


5   N/A 


Quizzes  15   TBA (to be announced) 
Midterm Exam 30   Monday, Oct. 19 
Research paper 20   Monday, Dec. 7  
Final Exam  30   Friday, Dec. 11 @  


7:00 A.M. – 9:50 P.M. 
Total  100  Add each of your 


component scores 
to get your 


anticipated final 
grade   


 


 
Quizzes:  Between five and ten multiple choice quizzes will be given over the course of the 
semester. Some of these will be done individually, and some will be done collaboratively.  Those 
done collaboratively will require you to at times identify more than 1 correct answer per 
question.  You will also do an Online Literacy Tutorial “Avoiding Plagiarism using Chicago 
Style, 16th Edition” and a related assessment that will count as quiz.  If you choose to do that 
assessment twice, I will take the average of the two scores.  As for quizzes in general, I will drop 
your lowest quiz grade in recognition of the fact that over the course of the semester students 
may need to miss class from time due to reasons that are largely beyond their control.        
 
Midterm Exam and Final Exam:  Written in-class exam will be administered using a multiple 
choice format.  Don’t make the mistake of believing that because some multiple choice exams 
are easy that these will be easy.  While the final exam will be cumulative, it will be more heavily 
weighted toward material following the midterm exam.  You will need a brown Scantron for 
these exams.             
 
Research paper:  You will write a research paper that explains the cause of a particular war 
with reference to a theory presented in class and in the readings (or in conversation with the 
instructor).  Your account should consider historical factors, assesses the political nature of 
the event, and explain why another theoretical explanation is not as effective.  Papers should 
be between 5-6 pages of text with 1 inch margins (not including your title page or 
bibliography/works cited page) and no fewer than 1,000 words. Your sources should include 
at least five books or academic journal articles that do not appear on the syllabus along with 
any other sources you wish to use.  Be sure to familiarize yourself with the discussion of 
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cheating and plagiarism in this syllabus before starting on this assignment.  One particular war 
that will be used as an example of various factors and processes discussed in this course will 
be the Spanish-American War of 1898.  Should you choose to write about it or another war 
that we delve into in depth in a particular regard, your papers should break new ground to 
incorporate sources or concepts that were not the subject of the instructor’s course lecture.  
Thus, your paper should reflect some originality and not merely a recapitulation of things 
discussed in lecture.      
 
Generally, all excellent work demonstrating originality, clarity of argument, effective use of 
evidence, and smooth writing will receive an A. All good and competent work will receive a 
B. Work with some significant flaws regarding repeated misunderstandings or misapplications 
of evidence or ideas will receive a C. Work with very significant flaws, such as missing the 
main goal of an assignment and consistently poor spelling or grammar will receive a D along 
with recommendations or requirements to speak with the instructor, any special counseling 
and advising services, etc. as appropriate. Incompetent, negligent, or non-existent work will 
receive an F.  Typically most students lose points on papers for me because of mechanical 
flaws in their writing (grammar, punctuation, unclearly worded sentences, etc.) so take steps 
to minimize those kinds of flaws in your work.  Along with critical thinking skills, arguably, 
the ability to write well may be the most important skill you learn develop in this class.  It will 
help you not only when applying for jobs or further education, but once you secure those 
kinds of opportunities.             
 
Final Exam:  This multiple choice exam will be comprehensive for the duration of the semester, 
so prepare accordingly.  Don’t make the mistake in believing that because some multiple choice 
exams are easy that it will be easy.  This exam will include mainly questions with only 1 correct 
answer, but there will be a section where you may be expected to identify more than 1 correct 
answer per question.                 


 
Extra credit:  I do not plan to offer extra credit for this course so please insure that you direct 
your energies accordingly.     
 
Grading Scale 
 
A = 100-94    C = 76-73 
A- = 93-90    C- = 72-70 
B+ = 89-87    D+ = 69-67 
B = 86-83    D =  66-63 
B- = 82-80    D- = 62-60 
C+ = 79-77    F = 59-0   


  
 
Late work and Make-up Exams:  Unless otherwise specified, out-of-class assignments are due 
at the beginning of class on the dates listed below.  Late assignments will be penalized 10% for 
each full calendar day they are late, up to as much as 30%, unless a compelling and honest 
explanation is offered.  Make-up exams may be given if they are missed for compelling, honest, 
unexpected, and sufficiently verifiable reasons.  However, students making up exams must take 
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them within the week unless health problems keep them from coming to campus.  Students 
making up exams will not be given the same exam that was originally administered. 
 
Important Advice:  I want you to do the best work you can.  I will try hard to clearly explain 
assignments and do what I can within the limits of fairness–without compromising on 
standards—to help you do your best.  You should attend class each day to internalize lecture 
material and participate in other classroom activities as they come along.  As you attempt to 
internalize the course content, you should come to class having read the material assigned for 
that day.  You should be prepared to be quizzed over any course readings by the day for which 
that material is assigned.  For example, you could be quizzed over the material for Chapter 2 on 
Friday, September 4 or any day afterwards.   Take notes when you read and attend class lectures.  
Doing so will set you up to succeed on quizzes and exams.  Read this syllabus and assignments 
carefully to put yourself in position to succeed. 
 
Academic Support Services 
 
Student Academic Resource Center (SARC) (Phillips Hall, Room 113/ (407) 823-5130):  If 
you have trouble succeeding in this class and comprehending the material, you might benefit 
from contacting this office for assistance with improving your study skills.  
 
University Writing Center (UWC) (MOD 608/ (407) 823-2197):  The Center is free for all 
UCF students.  At the UWC, a writing consultant can work with you on anything you are 
writing, whether it is brainstorming or editing.  While recommended, appointments are not 
required.   
 
UCF Counseling Center (Building #27/ (407) 823-2811):  Students experiencing formidable 
mental health challenges, including, but by no means limited to stress, anxiety, or depression, 
that are hindering their ability to be the best they can be should contact this office for help. 
  
Students with Disabilities (Ferrell Commons, Room 132/ phone (407) 823-2371):  Students 
with disabilities that need special accommodations regarding class attendance or assignments 
should have proof of their disability on file with Student Disability Services They should also 
inform the instructor of their within the first day of class or once they become aware of it, should 
such realization occur during the course of a semester.      


 
 


Behavior 
 
“To educate a man in mind and not in morals is to educate a menace to society.” President 
Theodore Roosevelt. 
 
Disruptions: If circumstances require you to arrive late for class, please do so in as discreet a 
manner as possible. Please limit distractions in class (for example, web surfing, cell phones, 
whispering, etc.) as much as possible. Such behavior bothers others who are paying good money 
to learn and it may be distracting to me as I attempt to do my job.   
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Cheating:   Do not cheat since this clearly violates the Golden Rule Student Handbook and 
violates several aspects of the UCF Creed.  Cheating can come in many forms, including 
plagiarism. Plagiarism, in its most blatant form, is when writers use other people's words or ideas 
and do not give them credit.  Since you should complete the UCF Online Information Literacy 
tutorial “Avoiding Plagarism using Chicago Style, 16th edition” and a related assessment that 
will count as quiz grade prior to completing your course paper, you should clearly understand my 
expectations of you.  This tutorial can be found within the course website in Canvas.  Unless 
otherwise specified by the instructor (such as on team quizzes), your work must be your own. 
Use footnotes or endnotes to give credit for direct quotes, paraphrased quotes, or borrowed ideas. 
Feel free to discuss readings and ideas with fellow students, but if you use their ideas, please 
reference them accordingly. If you don't know what footnotes or endnotes are, please ask me. Do 
not use papers written for previous classes or large sections of such papers, as this constitutes 
self-plagiarism according to UCF policy.  Do not quote or paraphrase without giving credit in 
footnotes or endnotes. Do not copy or use papers or sections of papers from the web or other 
sources. Not only do I assume that all students in this class could write a better term paper than 
the junk sold on the Internet, but I also use Turnitin.com to help determine paper originality.  If I 
determine that there has been an instance of unambiguous academic dishonesty in the course, I 
will inform you of my concern and report the violation to Office of Student Rights and 
Responsibilities.  At the end of the semester, a letter grade of Z, indicating academic dishonesty, 
will precede the letter grade earned.  For more information about the Z grades and the process for 
appealing such a finding, please consult the following website: 
http://integrity.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade.  Particular assignments on which unambiguous cheating 
occurs will be penalized with an F (0 points).       
 
Important Dates: 
Event  Date 
Drop/swap deadline  Thursday, Aug. 27, 11:59 P.M. 
Add deadline  Friday, Aug. 28, 11:59 P.M. 
Withdrawal deadline  Tuesday, Nov. 2, 11:59 P.M.  
 
 
 
Monday, August 24    Welcome and Course Overview 
 
Wednesday, August 26   Lecture   
 


 
Friday, August 28   Lecture:  Causes of War Initiation  
 


“Introduction to the Study of War.” Chapter 1. In Jack Levy and William R. Thompson. 
2010. Causes of War.  West Sussex, U.K.:  Wiley Blackwell (henceforth Levy & 
Thompson), pp. 1-27. 


 
Monday, August 31     Lecture  
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Wednesday, September 2  Lecture  
 
 
Friday, September 4   Lecture  
 


“Systems-Level Theories.”  Chapter 2.  In Levy & Thompson, pp. 28-54.    
                             
 
Monday, September 7   Labor Day—Class does not meet  
 
 
Wednesday, September 9   Lecture  
 
 
Friday, September 11   Lecture  
 
 
Monday, September 14  Lecture  
 


“The Dyadic Interactions of States.”  Chapter 3. In Levy & Thompson, pp. 55-82.  
 
Wednesday, September 16   Lecture  
 
 
Friday, September 18   Lecture  
 
 
Monday, September 21   Lecture  


 
“The State and Societal Level.” Chapter 4. In Levy & Thompson, pp. 83-127. 


 
Wednesday, September 23    Lecture 
 
 
Friday, September 25    Lecture 
 
  
Monday, September 28  Lecture 
 


George W. Auxier. 1939. “The Propaganda Activities of the Cuban Junta in Precipitating 
the Spanish-American War, 1895-1898.”  The Hispanic American Historical Review. 
August (Vol. 19, No. 3):  286-305. 


 http://www.jstor.org/stable/pdfplus/2507259.pdf 
 
Wednesday, September 30   Lecture:  Research Skills    
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Friday, October 2   Lecture 
 


“Decision-Making:  The Individual Level.” Chapter 5. In Levy & Thompson, pp. 128-
161.   


 
Monday, October 5   Lecture    
 
 
Wednesday, October 7   Lecture    
 
 
Friday, October 9   Lecture  


 
“Decision-Making:  The Organizational Level.” Chapter 6.  In Levy & Thompson, pp. 
162-185.   


 
Monday, October 12   Lecture  
 
 
Wednesday, October 14   Lecture  
 
 Scott D. Sagan. 1986. “1914 Revisited: Allies, Offense, and Instability.” International 


Security, Vol. 11, No. 2. (Autumn):  151-175.  http://www.jstor.org/stable/2538961  
 
 Thomas J. Christenson and Jack Snyder. 1990. “Chain Gangs and Passed Bucks: 
 Predicting Alliance Patterns in Multipolarity.” International Organization. Vol. 44, No. 
 2:  137-168. http://www.jstor.org.ezproxy.net.ucf.edu/stable/2706792  
 
 
Friday, October 16    Lecture  


 
 
Monday, October 19    Midterm Exam  
 
 
Wednesday, October 21   Lecture 
 


“Civil War.” Chapter 7.  In Levy & Thompson, pp. 186-205.   
 
  
Friday, October 23    Lecture 
 
 
Monday, October 26    Lecture  
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 Gerald E. Poyo.  “Key West and the Cuban Ten Year War.”  The Florida Historical 
 Society. Vol. 57, No. 3 (January 1979), pp. 289-307. 
 http://www.jstor.org.ezproxy.net.ucf.edu/stable/30148525  
 
 
Wednesday, October 28  Lecture  
 


“Conclusion:  Reflections on Levels, Causes, and War.”  Chapter 8. In Levy & 
Thompson, pp. 205-224.   


 
 
Friday, October 30 Lecture   
 
 
Monday, November 2  Lecture  
 
                    Withdrawal/Grade Forgiveness deadline 11:59 P.M. 
 


 
Wednesday, November 4   Lecture: A Closer Look at Democratic Wartime   
     Behavior    
 


Dan Reiter and Allan C. Stam III.  “Democracy, War Initiation, and Victory.” 
The American Political Science Review, Vol. 92, No. 2 (Jun., 1998), pp. 377-389.  
 http://www.jstor.org/stable/2585670  


 
Friday, November 6    Lecture  


 
Dan Reiter and Allan Stam. 2002.  “The Declining Advantages of Democracy.  When 
Consent Erodes.”  Chapter 7 In Dan Rieter and Allan Stam. Democracies at War. 
Princeton:  Princeton University Press:  164-192.     


 
Monday, November 9   Lecture  


 
Michael C. Horowitz, Erin M. Simpson, and Allan C. Stam. “Domestic Institutions and 
Wartime Casualties.”  International Studies Quarterly Vol. 55, No. 4 (December 2011), 
pp. 909 - 936.  http://www.jstor.org/stable/41409805  


 
 
Wednesday, November 11  Veterans’ Day—Class does not meet  
 
 
Friday, November 13   Lecture:  Writing Skills 
 
 
Monday, November 16  Lecture   
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Wednesday, November 18  Lecture  
 


Christopher Gelpi, Jason Reifler Jason, and Peter Feaver. 2007. "Iraq the Vote: 
Retrospective and Prospective Foreign Policy Judgments on Candidate Choice and 
Casualty Tolerance." Political Behavior, 2007. 151. JSTOR Journals, EBSCOhost 
(accessed August 17, 2015). 
http://www.jstor.org/stable/4500240  


 
Friday, November 20   Lecture 
 
 
Monday, November 23  Lecture 
 
 
Wednesday, November 25  Lecture 
 


   
Friday, November 27   Thanksgiving Break — Class will not meet  
 
 
 
Monday, November 30  Lecture:  Past Wars and Current Challenges     
 
  Iraq:  http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/losing-iraq/  
 
 
Wednesday, December 2 
 
  Afghanistan:  http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/kill-capture/  
 
Friday, December 4 
 
  Iran:  http://video.pbs.org/video/2186396997  
  http://video.pbs.org/video/2192856393 
  http://video.pbs.org/video/2188283134  
  http://video.pbs.org/video/2207403486  
  http://video.pbs.org/video/2216560909 
  Expect another video to be added for this day later in the semester to be announced by  
  email.    
 
Monday, December 7  Last class day:   Research paper due @ beginning of 


class and Lecture  
 
Friday, December 11   Final Exam:  7:00 A.M. – 9:50 A.M.  
  
 








 POS 4603 
     Cindy Benson                                                                 Hours: 8 – 8:40 TR 


Howard Phillips Hall 305a (enter through 302)             8 – 11:30 Wed. 
407-823-2608 
Email: cbenson@mail.ucf.edu  (do not use canvas email) 
 
   This course is designed to familiarize you with the manner in which the Constitution has been 
interpreted by the Supreme Court throughout our history. In this area of Constitutional Law, we 
will focus on questions surrounding the powers of the three branches of our national government 
and the struggles over issues of federalism – state v. national powers. We will study the 
Constitution, the meaning and operation of judicial review and the concept of case law by using 
major opinions of the Supreme Court as well as important dissents. 
   It is critical that you come to class having completed the reading assignments and case briefs and 
be able to take notes. This is the only way you will be able to do well in this class. The material and 
reading load can be a bit intimidating, so please be sure you have the time and desire needed for 
this course – it requires a good deal of work on your part on an ongoing basis. If you have little 
knowledge of the American system of national government, I recommend you strongly reconsider 
your enrollment in this class. The syllabus is a contract so that you will know what you can expect 
from me and what I expect from you. If it’s too much, you may want to reconsider your enrollment 
with this in mind as well 


 
     Study as you go along and never wait until the last minute! Each test covers a great deal of 
information and trying to digest it all in one evening won’t be possible 
 
TEXT: Ducat, Constitutional Interpretation 10th edition, Vol. 1 
 
CLASS POLICIES 


   I do not take attendance for points for your grade, but missing class will cost you. You will miss 
important information, announcements and it will affect your brief and class participation grades. 
You must exchange contact information with at least two other students. Please get notes and to 
find out what you missed if you miss a class. If you still have questions come by during hours and I 
am all yours! I also encourage you to form your own study groups. 
     No electronic devices ( cell phones etc.)may be used in class. If anything rings, beeps etc. you 
stand and lead the class in singing “Row Row Row Your  Boat”, answer your phone and quack like a 
duck or any other goofy thing I may think of.(my choice!) 
 
Important 
 YOU are responsible for keeping track of your grades so be sure to keep all returned graded items.  If 
you feel there has been an error in a grade and you would like me to check on for you, you must 
request I do so within 5 working days after the test or brief was returned. If you “discover” a missing 
or incorrect grade after that time, no changes will be made. Don’t procrastinate- stay current! 
Mistakes on my part are possible, but you must let me know in a timely manner. No exceptions, so 
please don’t ask for one. 
 
    Students who plagiarize will receive an “F” for the class. Do your own work. Copying someone 
else’s briefs is cheating! Do Not get your briefs from an internet site. I am quite familiar with them, 



mailto:cbenson@mail.ucf.edu





and if you attempt to claim a brief from a website, you will receive no points for briefs and may well 
receive an “F” in the class. Your work must be your own. It’s critical to use your own words ( not the 
text) . I don’t expect perfection , especially during the first few weeks, but I assure you, you will catch 
on as the semester progresses. 


 
***You are adults and I will treat you as such. You are responsible for knowing what is 
expected of you. Ask if you are unclear about what is required for this course at any time. 


 
GRADING 


   Your grade in this class will consist of three components –tests (85%), collected briefs (10%) and 
class participation (5%). I do not use plus or minus grades, and No rounding up (or down) will be 
done. I use the scale of: 


     90 -100 =A 
                  80 - 89 = B 
                         70 - 79 = C 
       60 - 69 = D 
       Below 60 = F 
         ( An 89.9 is a “B”) 
 
                          


TESTS : There will be three tests given in class, counting for 85% of your grade. They will consist of 
multiple choice questions (the class size makes all essay impossible) and/or short answer questions. 
You will need scantrons (#2052). If you miss an exam, The optional comprehensive final will be your 
make-up test or you may take it to drop a low score. 3 tests will count regardless. If you take the final 
and don’t do as well as you did on the first three, the final will not count. I will use your top 3 test for 
calculating that element of your grade. There are no make-ups for specific individual tests. Class 
participation ( I will randomly call on students to explain parts or all of a case as well as other 
questions = be ready!) will count for 5% of your score. Briefs will be collected at random during the 
semester and graded – this will make up 10% of your grade 
              Test topics will be over many cases and readings. Please be sure to keep up with the pace and 
refer to the table of cases and topics handed out in class. There is a great deal to know and understand 
for each test. Please be sure to check the actual workload before the end of add/drop. 
               
 BRIEFS 
    You are required to brief cases as you read. I will cover this in class in further detail. A simplified 
brief should include: 


 
1. Case name and date 
2. Facts of the case (enough to provide context, but not a detailed analysis of all circumstances) 
3. Constitutional question (s) 
4. Decision and rationale = a brief description of what the Court decided and why. Also note how 
    the case fits into the doctrinal being discussed and any significant dissenting opinions. 
5. Res Judicata – the established rule of law as a result of the Court’s decision. 
 


Briefs 







    I will collect briefs on 6-7 occasions over the semester. I will not give the date or case in class in 
advance, so always bring your briefs for each case as assigned to class everyday. They must be 
typed and in the form of the sample brief provided. I will count only 4 (for 2.5 points each) for 10% 
of your grade. There will be no make-ups for these since you can miss two and still get full credit. 
If you hand in all 6, the points for the 2 extra will be added to your grade. ( You can get up to 5 
extra points added to your final grade) You may not turn them in late or email them to me and get 
any points. They are due in class the day we discuss the case. Doing briefs is not just for “credit”, 
so don’t be upset if you do most of them required for that day and I ask for the one you don’t have. 
Writing your OWN briefs is an essential skill for your own understanding. 
 
Correct grammar and composition are required for all writing assignments – tests and briefs! 
    


CLASS PARTICIPATION 
   It is in important that you attend class and have briefed the day’s cases in advance. I will call on 
students at random every day to provide information about the cases and topics we are discussing. 
This component is worth 5 points. If you are not prepared even one time or not present more than 
once, you will lose points. Be Ready! 
 


GRADE CALCULATION: 
       Add your top 3 test scores and multiply the total by .85. Then add that to your brief and class 
participation points and that’s it!! (Not hard to do ). If canvas still displays % columns, IGNORE 
them. They do not work for the grading formula for this class and they are generally incorrect. I am 
unable to hide or delete them. This is most critical when you are deciding if you want to take the 
optional final at the end of the semester. 
  
DISCLAIMER 


   Students are responsible for everything discussed in class, including announced test dates and any 
changes I may make to the syllabus or other handouts. Everything is subject to change! This is a 
4000 level class. It is not designed to be “easy”. If you are coming to class as you should, you will 
always be given advance notice of test dates and any alterations I make to any element of the 
course requirements. I’m well aware of the demographics of the students who take this class – 
many of you are not political science majors. If you plan on going to Law School, I’d be doing you 
harm if I did not have strict requirements. If you’re taking it because you’re interested in the 
subject, as I was when choosing B.A. major and my advanced degree specialization, you should do 
just fine as well but it takes work. 
    
 
 The topics and case list will let you know an approximate time for tests. I can’t give definite dates 
in advance since each class is different and I have to spend more time explaining cases and 
answering questions for some than I do others.   
 
Everything contained in this syllabus , handouts and announced in class is subject to change by the 
Instructor. 
 








POS 3122W State Government 


Fall 2015 Syllabus 


Contact Information 


Instructor: Dr. Aubrey Jewett 


Office: Phillips Hall 302 E 


Office Hours: Online by e-mail or in person T or R 9:00 a.m. to12:00 p.m. 


Phone: Political Science Main Office 407-823-2608; Direct Office Line 407-823-6030 


E-mail: aubrey.jewett@ucf.edu 


Course Description 


State Government examines politics in the American states focusing on foundations, 
institutions, processes and policy. We look at the demographic and economic 
environment of the states as well as state constitutions and the role of states in the 
federal system. We examine participation in state and local politics, the role of political 
parties and the conduct of state and local elections. We explore state institutions 
including the legislature, executive branch, bureaucracy, and courts. We also 
investigate the structure, function, governance and challenges facing local government 
in the US. Finally we analyze and evaluate state and local policy including criminal 
justice, land use, economic development, growth management, environment, civil rights, 
education, health, welfare and taxation. 


Goals 


1. Knowledge: Students will understand the political foundations, institutions, and 
processes of state government. 


2. Comparative Approach: Students will engage in the comparative analytical approach: 
examining political institutions and behaviors across states in order to identify and 
explain similarities and differences. 


3. Public Policy: Students will evaluate the role of state government in managing conflict 
over what values should be implemented as public policy in a variety of areas. 


4. Florida: Students will focus on Florida to see how and why politics and policy operate 
as they do in our own state contrasted to others. 







5. Diversity: Students will explore how diversity impacts state politics and policy 
focusing on contemporary minority American culture as defined by race, ethnicity, 
gender, social and economic class, age, sexual orientation and physical ability. 


6. Current Issues: Students will find, discuss, and express thoughtful opinions about 


current state politics and policy. 


Required Texts 


1. Thomas R. Dye and Susan A. MacManus, Politics in States and Communities, 15th 
ed. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson, 2015. (D&M) 


2. Bruce Stinebrickner, ed. Annual Editions: State and Local Government, 16th ed. New 
York: McGraw Hill. 2015. (SLG) 


                       


We will be using two books for this class and both are available new, used or for rent 
(and as e-books if you want instant access and a cheaper price). They should both be 
available at the on campus and off campus book stores and online. If you wish to get 
your book from an online retailer here are some options (these are just suggestions – 
you may get your book wherever you like).  


For Politics in States and Communities: 


To buy directly from the publisher (Pearson) – either a new hard copy or e-book go to 
http://www.mypearsonstore.com/bookstore/politics-in-states-and-communities-
9780205994724?xid=PSED  



http://www.mypearsonstore.com/bookstore/politics-in-states-and-communities-9780205994724?xid=PSED

http://www.mypearsonstore.com/bookstore/politics-in-states-and-communities-9780205994724?xid=PSED





Amazon has options for new or used purchase or rent and a Kindle version (with free 
software to use Kindle on non-Kindle devices): http://www.amazon.com/Politics-States-


Communities-15th-Edition/dp/0205994725  


Barnes and Noble has new, used and rental: http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/politics-in-


states-and-communities-thomas-r-dye/1119330388?ean=9780205994724  


For Annual Editions State and Local Government: 


To buy directly from the publisher (McGraw Hill) – a new hard copy go to: 
http://shop.mheducation.com/highered/product.M1259175448.html  


You can also buy a custom e-version of the SLG from McGraw Hill: 
https://create.mheducation.com/shop/#/catalog/details/?isbn=9781308101651  


Amazon has new and used for purchase: http://www.amazon.com/Annual-Editions-
State-Local-Government/dp/1259175448  


Barnes and Noble has new, used and rental: http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/annual-


editions-bruce-
stinebrickner/1119703436?ean=9781259175442&itm=1&usri=annual+editions+bruce+stinebrick
ner  


Evaluation 


8 Modules – 100% of your total grade. Each module consists of 2 graded activities: 
Chapter Quiz and Compare, Contrast, Update & Discuss. Each module will usually 
cover 2 chapters from the Dye and MacManus text (the last module has 3 chapters) and 
6-7 articles from the SLG reader. Since this course is over the Summer D term you will 
have about a week to do each module. 


Chapter Quiz – 40% of total grade. Each quiz will usually have 50 questions 
covering material from Dye and MacManus and from the SLG articles. You will normally 
have 60 minutes to take the quiz. You may take the quiz a second time to improve your 
score. The questions are drawn from a larger quiz bank I have constructed so while a 
few questions may be the same on a 2nd attempt, most will be different. You should read 
the chapters and articles and study before starting the quiz as you will not have time to 
look up every answer. All 8 quizzes count towards your final grade and except for 
extraordinary circumstances, no late quizzes will be accepted once the quiz closes. 


Compare, Contrast, Update & Discuss – 60% of total grade. I will put you in small 
groups for the online discussion based on your last name. Compare, Contrast, Update 
& Discuss will include several steps. First you will compare and contrast state or local 
governments by looking up information online and writing a 900-1200 word essay. Next 
you will update information from the readings by looking up and writing a 350-500 word 
current event. You will upload this paper (the compare and contrast and current event) 
using the assignment function and also paste it into your discussion group.  



http://www.amazon.com/Politics-States-Communities-15th-Edition/dp/0205994725

http://www.amazon.com/Politics-States-Communities-15th-Edition/dp/0205994725

http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/politics-in-states-and-communities-thomas-r-dye/1119330388?ean=9780205994724

http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/politics-in-states-and-communities-thomas-r-dye/1119330388?ean=9780205994724

http://shop.mheducation.com/highered/product.M1259175448.html

https://create.mheducation.com/shop/#/catalog/details/?isbn=9781308101651

http://www.amazon.com/Annual-Editions-State-Local-Government/dp/1259175448

http://www.amazon.com/Annual-Editions-State-Local-Government/dp/1259175448

http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/annual-editions-bruce-stinebrickner/1119703436?ean=9781259175442&itm=1&usri=annual+editions+bruce+stinebrickner

http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/annual-editions-bruce-stinebrickner/1119703436?ean=9781259175442&itm=1&usri=annual+editions+bruce+stinebrickner

http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/annual-editions-bruce-stinebrickner/1119703436?ean=9781259175442&itm=1&usri=annual+editions+bruce+stinebrickner

http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/annual-editions-bruce-stinebrickner/1119703436?ean=9781259175442&itm=1&usri=annual+editions+bruce+stinebrickner





Finally you must engage in discussion with your fellow classmates by responding 
to their comparisons and contrast and current event. The discussion will require a 
minimum of three postings each week: the initial posting of your paper and then at least 
two postings responding to your fellow students. You should attempt to engage in 
professional college level discussion with your classmates. Highest grades go to 
students who exceed my expectations for quantity and quality of their papers and their 
discussion with classmates. Two additional postings is the minimum to get a C on that 
part of the assignment. You will need 8 or more (depending on quality and length) 
additional postings to get the highest possible score on discussing with class mates. 


 To grade discussion I have developed a simple rubric (scoring guideline). Each 
compare, contrast, update and discuss is worth up to 100 points: 50 points are possible 
for comparing and contrasting, 30 points for the current event, and 20 points for 
discussing things with your classmates. In addition there will be a 10 point penalty for 
each day the initial posting is late. So 10 points off for one day late and 20 points off for 
two days late etc. until the module closes. Once the module closes you will not be able 
to post further and I will not accept your postings. 


Policies 


1. If you have questions about the course of a general nature do not e-mail me initially. 
Instead post your question in the Discussions section of the web site. Once in 
Discussions select the topic “Questions for Professor Jewett” and then click in the 
“Reply” box and type in your question and then hit “Post Reply.” You may have to wait 
up to 48 hours for a response but I am usually much quicker than that. You should 
review this section before asking your question as someone else may have already 
asked it. Of course if your problem is personal (grade related for instance) or involves 
not being able to get on the site (and hence unable to get to Discussions) feel free to e-
mail me at my normal e-mail address. 


2. If you would like to seek the help of fellow students go to Discussions and select the 
topic “Students Seeking Help from Students” and post your question as above. This can 
be a technical question about computer problems or a subject matter question. I will 
give extra credit to students who help others! 


3. Online courses require students to be self-motivated and do work on a regular basis 
without being reminded of assignments and due dates. The average student can expect 
to put in 12-15 hours a module on this course if they want to do well. You will be reading 
2 chapters from the main text and 6-7 articles from the reader each module. You can 
also expect that you will write 2000 words or more each module (counting initial 
postings and discussions with others) if you want to do well.  


4. Late assignments will not be accepted once a quiz, discussion or module closes (as 
mentioned above I will take your initial paper posting on discussion late with a 10 point 
per day penalty but once the module closes that will be it). Do not wait until the last 
minute to do assignments. Computer problems and Internet connection problems will 







happen. They are not acceptable excuses for missing due dates and deadlines. Due 
times for graded assignments are usually 11 pm Eastern Standard Time. I give a 59 
minute grace period until 11:59 pm before I start assessing the late penalty. 


5. I will drop your two lowest Compare, Contrast, Update & Discuss scores when I 
compute your final grade. Since I am not accepting late assignments after a module 
closes this will provide you a measure of protection should something happen that 
prevents you from writing a paper (computer glitch, illness, vacation etc.) or should you 
do poorly on a paper and want to improve. I will not drop any quiz scores, so you must 
do all 8 quizzes. 


6. I follow and enforce the UCF policies pertaining to academic honesty and integrity 
and expect professional student conduct. See the UCF policies established in the 
Golden Rule (http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/) if you are unfamiliar (particularly the 
section on Academic Conduct). 


7. Students registered with UCF Disability Services (http://sds.sdes.ucf.edu/) will be 
given accommodation as determined by UCF Disability Services. 


Grading Scale 


This class is on a 10 point grading scale with no plus minus grades. 


100-90 A (Outstanding or excellent work) 


89-80 B (Good, above average work) 


79-70 C (Average work) 


69-60 D (Below average, poor work) 


59-0 F (Unacceptable work or missed assignment) 


Assignment Due Dates 


Academic Engagement Assignment Required by Federal Government Regulations: 


Pretest due by Friday 8/28 at 5:00 pm EST. 


Faculty members are required to document students' academic activity at the beginning 


of each course. In order to document that you began this course, please complete the 


following academic activity by the end of the first week of classes, or as soon as 


possible after adding the course, but no later than Friday August 28th 5:00 pm EST. 


Failure to do so will result in a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid. 



http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://sds.sdes.ucf.edu/





Go to Quizzes and click on “Pretest” and then “Take the Quiz.” You have 1 hour to take 
the pretest. Please do not study beforehand or look up answers when taking the pretest 
– if you do not know the answer then just make your best guess. I want to get an honest 
assessment of how much you know about the course material before we get started (so 
please do not just take 2 minutes for the whole quiz and randomly hit answers either – 
actually read the questions and see if you know the answer). Once you answer all the 
questions hit “Submit Quiz.” 


Module 1 State Politics, Democracy and Constitutions: Quiz due by Monday 8/31 at 11 
pm; Initial discussion posting due by Tuesday 9/1 at 11 pm; additional postings due by, 
and module closes on, Thursday 9/3 11:00 pm 


For Module 1 please read:  


D & M chapters 1 Politics in States and Communities and 2 Democracy and 
Constitutionalism in the States 


State and Local Gvt (SLG) articles 1 Federalist 17, 2 Federalist 45, 3 Nature of the 
American State, 15 The Progressive Tax Rebellion, 16 Portland Fluoride, 38 267 Years 
and Counting 


Module 2 Federalism and Participation in State Politics: Quiz due by Monday 9/14 at 11 
pm; Initial discussion posting due by Tuesday 9/15 at 11 pm; additional postings due by, 
and module closes on, Thursday 9/17 11:00 pm 


For Module 2 please read:  


D & M chapters 3 American Federalism and 4 Participation in State Politics  


SLG articles 6 Taking Stock, 7 The United States of America, 8 States vs Feds, 9 
Devolution and Arrogance, 10 Voting Matters, 13 The No-Tax Pledge,  


Module 3 State Parties, Campaigns and Legislatures: Quiz due by Monday 9/28 at 11 
pm; Initial discussion posting due by Tuesday 9/29 at 11 pm; additional postings due by, 
and module closes on, Thursday 10/1 11:00 pm 


For Module 3 please read:  


D & M chapters 5 State Parties and Campaigns and 6 Legislators in State Politics 


SLG articles 11 Five Trends Shaping Redistricting, 14 States of Conservatism, 20 
Ready, Set, PAN, 21 The Legislature as Sausage Factory, 22 What Legislatures Need 
Now, 23 Legislatures: All Over the Map, 24 Newbies, 







Module 4 State Governors and Bureaucracy: Quiz due by Monday 10/12 at 11 pm; 
Initial discussion posting due by Tuesday 10/13 at 11 pm; additional postings due by, 
and module closes on, Thursday 10/15 11:00 pm 


For Module 4 please read:  


D & M chapters 7 Governors and 8 Bureaucratic Politics in States and Communities 


SLG articles 27 Altered States, 28 The Last Democrat in Dixie, 29 The Badgered State, 
30 Counter Cultures, 36 The Sentient City, 49 Fixing the Rotten Corporate Barrel  


Module 5 State Courts, Criminal Justice and Civil Rights: Quiz due by Monday 10/26 at 
11 pm; Initial discussion posting due by Tuesday 10/27 at 11 pm; additional postings 
due by, and module closes on, Thursday 10/29 11:00 pm 


For Module 5 please read: 


D & M chapters 9 State Courts, Crime and Criminal Justice and 15 Politics and Civil 
Rights 


SLG articles 12 Caperton’s Coal, 19 Cross Examination, 33 Justice by the Numbers, 34 
Under the Gaydar, 47 License to Kill, 48 The Conservative War on Prisons 


Withdrawal Deadline Monday 11/2 11:59 p.m. 


Module 6 Local Governance and Participation: Quiz due by Monday 11/9 at 11 pm; 
Initial discussion posting due by Tuesday 11/10 at 11 pm; additional postings due by, 
and module closes on, Thursday 11/12 11:00 pm 


PLEASE NOTE: JUST BECAUSE SOME DUE DATE FALLS OVER THE VETERANS’ 
DAY HOLIDAY DOES NOT MEAN YOU HAVE TO WAIT UNTIL THEN TO DO THE 
ASSIGNMENT! 


For Module 6 please read: 


D & M chapters 10 Governing America's Communities and 11 Participation in 
Community Politics 


SLG articles 4 The American System of Townships, 5 Local Government: Observations, 
17 Public Meetings and the Democratic Process, 25 Are City Councils Relics of the 
Past, 31 The Life of the Mayor for Life, 32 The Millennials in the Mayor’s Seat  


Module 7 Metropolitan Politics and Community Power: Quiz due by Monday 11/23 at 11 
pm; Initial discussion posting due by Tuesday 11/24 at 11 pm; additional postings due 
by, and module closes on, Thursday 11/26 11:00 pm 







PLEASE NOTE: JUST BECAUSE SOME MODULE DUE DATES MAY FALL OVER 
THE THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY DOES NOT MEAN YOU HAVE TO WAIT UNTIL 
THEN TO DO THE ASSIGNMENT! 


For Module 7 please read: 


D & M chapters 12 Metropolitics: Conflict in the Metropolis and 13 Community Power, 
Land Use and the Environment 


SLG articles 18 Embracing the Future, 35 Merger Inertia, 37 Rebel Towns, 41 The 
(New) Rules of the Road, 42 Snookered, 43 The Enticement Window, 44 The Secret 
Tax Explosion, 


Module 8 State Taxation, Education, Health and Welfare: Quiz due by Monday 11/7 at 
11 pm; Initial discussion posting due by Tuesday 11/8 at 11 pm; additional postings due 
by, and module closes on, Thursday 11/10 11:00 pm 


For Module 8 please read D & M chapters 14 Taxation and Finance, 16 Education and 
17 Poverty, Welfare and Health 


SLG articles 26 Should School Boards be Expelled, 39 The ‘B’ Word, 40 Two Cheers 
for the Property Tax, 45 Raising Children, 46 One Size Doesn’t Fit All, 50 Gagging on 
the Ag-Gag Laws 


Fall Term Ends: Tuesday December 15 


Getting Started 


Go to the home page, go to Quizzes and click on “Pretest” and then “Take the Quiz” (as 
described above to document your participation in the course). After that, to begin the 
academic part of the course, click on Modules and then read and follow the instructions 
for Module 1: Politics in the States and Democracy and Constitutions. 
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Course Overview 


Welcome to Honors American Politics! 


This is a course about the major forces in American politics. We will look at the constitutional 
foundations of the national government, and how the rules of the game figure so prominently in the 
current American political setting. We will think about the nature of public opinion in American politics, 
how we acquire our political views and what role public opinion plays in influencing policy making. We 
will reflect on debates about the nature of our civil liberties and civil rights - and why they are often the 
cause of controversy in contemporary American politics. We will look at the presidency - its symbolic 
power as an agenda-setter and why our expectations of those who hold the office are often not realized. 
We will look at Congress - the setting of the institution, and how electoral incentives affect policy 
making and representation. We will look at the Supreme Court and its unique role as the arbiter of our 
individual rights and liberties. We examine the role of the mass media and how they influence political 
campaigns and what we know about politics. We will look at political parties and their role as linkage 
institutions in the political system. And as we enter the 2016 presidential campaign season, we will look 
at the electoral process and how this process shapes our choices and influences political winners and 
losers, as well as understanding why people vote the way they do. Throughout the course we will also 
make comparisons between American politics and other countries to see how similar or different the 
American political system is from those of other nations. 


As this is an honors section, we will organize it somewhat differently than a normal American National 
Government class. To begin, since this is a small and select class, I will run it using both lectures and class 
discussions. This means that I expect all students to attend class regularly and contribute frequently to 
class deliberations. Second, in accordance with Honors College standards, there will be significantly 
more writing required in this class than in a normal section of American politics. Most of this writing will 
take the form of several critical thinking and analytical-style assignments corresponding to various topics 
of the course. 


While most people don't normally devote much thought to their government and to politics more 
generally, I hope that by the end of this course you will be different - that you will use ideas learned in 
this course to think critically about politics and most importantly the choices you face as a citizen, 
especially as we approach an election year. 


I look forward to the class and hope you find it enjoyable and informative. I look forward to learning a 
lot from you! 


  


 How to Contact Me. 


Office: Political Science department, Phillips Hall 302L 


Second office: Lou Frey Institute, Orlando Tech Center, 12443 Research Parkway, 400 Building Suite, 
Suite 406. Easy parking and no parking permit needed! To get to the Lou Frey Institute from the main 
campus take the #9 UCF Shuttle and get off at Stop #2. 







Office hours:  TBA 


Email: Use email in Webcourses 


Skype: I am happy to talk via Skype. My Skype name is jonathan.knuckey70 


 


 Course Policies 


Attendance 


This is fairly straightforward.  Attend class, arrive on time and stay for the duration of the class.  


I will take attendance each day by circulating a class roll. Some quick points on attendance:  


 The rule is that if you don’t sign the roll when it comes around, you’re absent from that day’s 
class (no “late” notations). I will usually pass the roll around a few minutes after our start time;  


 Do not sign the roll for any other student - ever. It is academic dishonesty to do so, and I have 
been in the unfortunate position of having to prosecute a few unfortunate souls in the past who 
apparently thought this rule did not apply to them. They were wrong (as were the absent 
students who solicited the dishonesty from friends);  


 Leaving class on one or two occasions throughout the semester, if you need to…. no big deal. 
Constantly coming and going during classes throughout the semester.... quite a big deal. I 
reserve the right to mark students retroactively absent and/or take additional disciplinary action 
if needs be. 


You are adults so I am not going to come chasing after you if you don't attend class.  However, It should 
go without saying that you will not be getting the most out of the class -- nor your education in general -
- by frequently being absent from class. Moreover, your performance on exams will start to suffer once 
you start missing lots of classes.  For information purposes, when I have taught this course in the past, 
students with 4-plus absences generally have their overall grade  turn out to be something just south of 
a train wreck. 


Note: If you have no more than a single absence throughout the semester you will be eligible for 3 
points added to your  overall grade total at the end of the semester.  This will likely make a difference 
between overall letter grades if you are on the borderline between grades. 


In keeping with the UCF policy of respecting students’ religious commitments all attempts will be made 
to accommodate conflicts arising out of religious observances. If you plan on missing scheduled class 
meetings due to religious holidays, you must notify me within the first two weeks of the semester. 


  


Other General Policies 



http://registrar.sdes.ucf.edu/weg/academic_policies/religious_observances/





 Silence cell phones.  If your phone does go off in class the rule is I get to answer it..... 


 You can bring food and drink. Take any trash out with you after class is over. 


 Laptops, ipads, tablets should not be out during class.  It is just distracting to sit behind someone 
who spends the entire class time emailing, instant-messaging, tweeting, updating Facebook 
profiles, etc., etc.  Take notes in class the old-fashioned way, and you will actually find you take 
better notes because of this. 


  


 Office Hours 


Students are encouraged to take advantage of office hours (these are posted under instructor contact 
on the course front page). Don't just view office hours as the time you come and talk to me when you 
have done indifferently on an exam. They are an opportunity to discuss issues relating to the course as 
well as to help you to prepare for exams, to talk about politics, or English football (soccer)! 


   


Textbook 


 The textbook we will use is:  


  Thomas R. Dye and Ronald Keith Gaddie, Politics in America (10th Edition) 


 The book is available from the UCF bookstore, although you might be able to get it considerably 
cheaper elsewhere. Please make sure you buy the edition shown above, as prior editions are now 
somewhat dated in terms of content!    


You will most definitely need to buy and read this book to do well in the class.  Exam questions and 
assignments will partly be based on material from this textbook.  I may assign other short readings that 
will relate to specific assignments. 


   


Assignments 


There will be a number of assignments given throughout the semester that emphasizes analytical and 
critical thinking skills. Specific details for each assignment will be posted under "Modules" in 
Canvas.  You will also have in-class assignments during the semester, some of which involves group 
work. Details of these assignments will be given in class. 


  


  







Exams 


Three exams will be given during the semester, scheduled as follows: 


 First midterm exam, Tuesday, September 22nd 


 Second midterm exam, Tuesday, October 20th 


 Final exam, Thursday, December 10th (10.00am-12.50pm) 


  


Midterm Exams Format 


20 multiple-choice questions with 4 choices per question (2 points per question = 40 points)  


10 true/false questions (2 points per question = 20 points) 


10 fill-in-the-blank questions (1 points per question = 10 points) 


1 Short-essay question consisting of three parts (30 points). All the short-essay topics/questions will be 
posted in Webcourses a couple of weeks prior to each exam.  On the day of the exam I will randomly 
choose the topic/question from this list on which you will write. 


Final Exam Format 


Same as the midterm exams, except there will be two short-essay questions to answer, rather than one. 


Exam Policies 


 Midterm and final exam questions will come from the required readings and lectures; in other 
words, just about anything we discuss or read is fair game for testing. The exams are not 
cumulative. 


 Exams should be written in black or blue ink. I will be providing an answer booklet for you to 
write your answers on, so you don't need to buy a blue-book or scantron;   


 All exams are closed-book;  


 Please be on time for each exam. You must take each exam in order to receive a passing grade 
in this class. 


 Refer to "Guidelines and Tips for Exams" under "Modules" in Webcourses. 


  


  







Academic Honesty 


UCF faculty support the UCF creed. Integrity – practicing and defending academic and personal honesty 
– is the first tenet of the UCF Creed. This is in part a reflection of the second tenet, Scholarship: “I will 
cherish and honor learning as a fundamental purpose of membership in the UCF community.” Course 
assignments and tests are designed to have educational value; the process of preparing for and 
completing these exercises will help improve your skills and knowledge. Material presented to satisfy 
course requirements is therefore expected to be the result of your own original scholarly efforts. 


Violations of student academic behavior standards are outlined in The Golden Rule Student Handbook.  


Academic Dishonesty is defined as follows: 


1. Cheating, whereby non-permissible written, visual or oral assistance including that obtained from 
another student is utilized on examinations, course assignments or projects, is prohibited. The 
unauthorized possession or use of examination or course related material shall also constitute cheating. 


 2. Plagiarism, whereby another's work is deliberately used or appropriated without any indication of the 
source, thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s own, is prohibited. 
Any student failing to properly credit ideas or materials taken from another has plagiarized. 


Please note that any student who has assisted another in any of the aforementioned breach of 
standards shall be considered equally culpable. 


Students who attempt to obtain unearned academic credentials that do not reflect their skills and 
knowledge can also undermine the value of the UCF degrees earned by their more honest peers. Any 
form of academic dishonesty will result in you automatically failing the class and referred to the 
University authorities. Also, please remember that those caught cheating will have a notation made in 
their University records that they have been found guilty of academic misconduct. This can and will keep 
you out of law school so do not be tempted to cheat in any way 


 


Grades 


My philosophy of grading is decidedly against what is generally known as "competitive grading" or 
"grading on the curve." You are not competing against fellow students for grades in this class. You are 
competing against yourself at all times, hopefully pushing yourself to excel against my objective 
standards of what students should reasonably get out of this class. 


Average mastery of those standards is the baseline for earning an "average" grade of C. Do above-
average work, you earn a B. Do excellent work, you earn an A…. and so on. In any case, please 
understand that the points you earn toward a final grade will not be jerked around up or down to fit 
some predetermined grade curve. If everyone deserves an A, they’ll get it. If everyone flunks, they’ll all 
get an F and then, in all likelihood, I will leave the jurisdiction quickly under cover of night in heavy 
disguise and an assumed name! 







Your final grade will be weighted as follows: 


 Assignments 25% 
 First Exam 20% 
 Second Exam 20% 
 Final Exam 35% 


As there are ample grading opportunities in this course there will be no extra credit given. If you know 
you need a certain grade in December, you know you needed it August -- go to work to earn it! Under 
no circumstances can or will a course grade be awarded on any basis other than those stated in the 
syllabus. 


Grade boundaries are as follows: 


A,  93%+ 


A-, 90-92.9% 


B+, 87-89.9% 


B, 83-86.9% 


B-, 80-82.9% 


C+, 77-79.9% 


C, 73-76.9% 


C-, 70-72.9% 


D+, 67-69.9% 


D, 63-66.9% 


D-, 60-62.9% 


F, 59.9% and below. 


Students typically obsess about grades too late, often at the end of the semester. There is little that can 
be done at that point. So, if you think you are struggling in this class please come and talk to me as often 
as you like - never think you are being a pest! I cannot recall ever failing a student who early sought this 
kind of help. However, students who are struggling and delay assistance do fail. 


You will be able to access your grades in Canvas.  Please make sure that grades entered here are 
correct.  While every effort is made to ensure grades are correct, from time-to-time errors can occur 
(incorrectly add/subtract, miss points, and even fail to understand what a student wrote).  







A time limit of 1 week is imposed on all change of grade requests after the grade has posted. This is 
sufficient time to identify any errors. After that prior grades will not be reviewed.  This is to bring the 
course grade to completion and to minimize "end of semester" opportunism. 


Grade grievance policies are outlined under the UCF Golden Rule. 


   


Make-up Policy and Incompletes 


The time and dates for all assignments and the exam are fixed in krypton-coated granite, which is 
further encased in a hydrogen bomb-proof vault!  In other words, an extension on an assignment, or a 
make-up exam will only be given in the most exceptional circumstances that are beyond the control of a 
student.   


At the top of the list of unacceptable excuses for late-work are those related to computer problems. I 
will generally not accept “My hard-drive crashed.... I accidentally deleted the file.... My internet 
connection is down....Etc....” These are the “dog ate my homework” excuses of the “Technology Age” 
and will not fly! It is your responsibility to secure ample time at a computer, make backups of your work, 
and generally plan ahead—do whatever it takes! 


I do not consider vacations or other trips out of town (other than when the student is away from 
campus representing at an official university function) to be exceptional circumstances.  


Any student missing an assignments, exam or any other work because of observance of religious 
holidays shall be given an opportunity during that semester to make up missed work. The make-up will 
apply to the religious holiday absence only. It shall be the responsibility of the student to notify the 
instructor no later than the end of the first week of class of his or her intention to participate in religious 
holidays which do not fall on state holidays or periods of class recess. This policy shall not apply in the 
event that administering the test or examination at an alternate time would impose an unavoidable 
hardship on the instructor or the university. 


An incomplete standing will only be granted if requested in writing to me (an email or phone call is not 
acceptable).  You must explain why you are requesting   an incomplete standing and include, where 
appropriate, documentation that must be original and verifiable. Such documentation must be on a 
letterhead, and contain a contact name and telephone number.  An incomplete will only be granted if 
you have a passing grade in the class. 


Remember an incomplete grade is only reserved for when you have missed an assignment or exam for a 
legitimate reason but are otherwise passing the class.  Incompletes are not given because you have 
achieved a low grade.  


  







Disability Statement 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all persons 
with disabilities.  This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request.  Students who need 
accommodations must be registered with Student Disability Services before requesting accommodations 
from the professor. 


  


 Disclaimer 


I reserve the right to change, add or modify any part of the syllabus. Of course, advance notice will be 
given of any such changes. 


 


Course Schedule  


Details and of required reading and of all assignments will be provided in Webcourses  


 


August 25th to September 17th 


 Democracy and American Political Culture, chs. 1 and 2 


 The Constitution, ch.3 


 Federalism, ch.4 


 Public Opinion and Political Participation, ch.5 


First Exam, September 22nd 


 


September 24th to October 15th 


 The Mass Media, ch. 6 


 Political Parties, ch. 7 


 Campaigns and Elections, ch.8 


Second Exam, October 20th 







October 22nd to December 3rd 


 The Presidency, ch.11 


 Congress, ch.10 


 The Supreme Court, ch.13 


 Civil Lliberties, ch.14 


 Civil Rights, ch.15 
 


Final Exam, December 10th (10.00am-12.50pm) 
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COURSE SYLLABUS 


 
 
Instructor: Dr. Daniel Marien                              Teaching Assistant: Kendal Arthur 
Daniel.Marien@ucf.edu 
 
 


OFFICE HOURS OFFICE LOCATION OFFICE PHONE 
NUMBER 


 
Tuesdays 


1:30 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
 


 
UCF Orlando 


Philips Hall, room 302N 


 
 


407-823-0012 


Wednesdays 
3:00 p.m. to 6:00 PM 


 


UCF Cocoa:  
Bldg. 3, room 223 


 
321-433-7952 


 
Thursdays 


1:30 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 


 
UCF Orlando, 


Philips Hall, room 302N 
 


 
 


407-823-0012 


 


 
 
If you plan to visit me during office hours, it is suggested (not required, simply 
suggested) that you email your intention ahead of time. (Advanced notice helps me 
selecting who I see first when several students show up at the same time.) 
 
If you cannot come to my office, phoning during office hours can also be an effective 
way of solving various issues. Phoning allows for a richer interaction than email 
exchange. A phone conversation outside of office hours can also be scheduled via 
email exchange.  
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Basic Expectations 
 


Students are expected to: (1) always have a working connection to the internet; (2) to 
promptly procure the textbooks; (3) to regularly log-on to the course’s website in 
Webcourses; (4) to take quizzes and submit postings in due time; (5) to regularly 
consult the Announcements function in Webcourses (for general updates on course 
progress); and (6) to regularly consult their Knights email (for personal messages).  
 


Course Contents 


Energy has historically made an immense contribution to the development of civilization 
and the development of human powers and faculties. Yet, it has also soiled the land, air 
and water on which humans rely for a healthy and fulfilling life. Energy and human well-
being will intersect even more powerfully in the 21st century than before.  


This course examines the main characteristics of the global energy system and the 
momentous pressures and choices faced by governments, citizens, business, and 
consumers across the globe with a particular emphasis on the United States.  


The basic political challenge of the global energy system can be summarized thus. A 
fast growing human population needs more energy, particularly in low and middle 
income countries where accessing modern living standards can only happen through 
the consumption of more energy inputs. At the same time, humankind can hardly afford 
more of the various kinds of environmental contaminations and risks associated with 
traditional fossil fuels.  


Air and water pollution as well as man-made climate change demand a rapid reduction 
in emissions of greenhouses gases and other noxious substances (sulfur dioxide, 
organic volatile compounds, mercury, etc.) linked to the production and combustion of 
oil, gas and coal.  


The global energy system thus seems poised at a crossroads between further 
expanding traditional energy sources at the expense of environmental integrity and 
human health and well-being and a technologically, economically and politically 
challenging transition towards more environmentally friendly energies.  


This historical moment of decision is marked by the emergence of a “new frontier in 
fossil fuels” dramatically sharpening the predicament we face. New methods for 
extracting traditional fuels are quickly emerging in the form of tar sand oil, hydraulic 
fracturing of oil and natural gas, deep sea and Arctic drilling, and retreat mining of coal. 
These new technologies promise a renewed abundance of fossil fuels but at the cost of 
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higher environmental risks and damage. In effect, the new sources of fossil fuels 
exacerbate the basic dilemma of the global energy system.   


Course Materials 
 
You will need to purchase the works listed below. All three are available both in paper 
and in electronic formats for an affordable price. Later in the semester, you may have to 
disburse a small fee to rent online documentaries. (Most documentaries are likely to 
available for free, however.) 
 
 
Thomas Friedman  
Hot, Flat and Crowded Release 2.0: Why We Need a Green Revolution and How It Can 
Renew America. New York: Farrar, Strauss and Giroux, Expanded and updated 
edition only, 2009, ISBN: 978-0312428921. Avoid the first (2008) edition 
 


(Avoid the first, 2008, edition. You have the wrong book if the title page 
does NOT say “Release 2.0 Updated and Expanded.”) 


 
 
Bruce Podobnik 
Global Energy Shifts: Fostering Sustainability in a Turbulent Age  
Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 2006, ISBN: 9781592132942.  
 
John Cushman 
Keystone and Beyond: Tar Sands and the National Interest in the Era of Climate 
Change. Climate News, 2014, ISBN: 0692271414. 
 
Other required or suggested materials will be made available in electronic form in 


Webcourses under Files.  


 


Assessment Summary Table 
 


WHAT WHEN POINTS 


 
Before Course 


Knowledge of Energy 
 


WARNING: This simple 
submission frees up your 


financial aid.  
 


 
 


Friday 8/28, 5:00pm 
 
 


 
 


1 
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Weekly Quizzes 


 
Weeks #1-10 


(from 8/31 to 11/2) 
by Monday Evenings 


11:59 P.M. 
 


 
 


25 


 
Answers to Questions  


from weekly modules 


 
Weeks #1-10 


(from 8/31 to 11/2) 
by Monday Evenings 


11:59 P.M. 
 


 
 


20 


 
ECP 


Engaging class participants 
with respectful and well 
thought-out criticism on 
their previous weeks’ 
answers to evaluation 


questions. 
 


 
Weeks #2-11. 


In the Weekly ECP 
Discussion Boards 


 
ECP closes on Nov. 9 


 
10-15 


2.5 pts for each of first 4 
postings. Opportunity for 
extra credit by posting 2 


more 
.  


Only one posting per week.  
 


 
 


Interim Research 
Descriptions 


 
(Not an outline or draft.) 


 


 
 


Mondays, 11:59 pm 
Nov. 9; Nov. 16; Nov. 23. 


 
(Weeks 11-14) 


 


 
Not graded but compulsory, 
point penalties (-3) applied 
for each non-submission. 


 
Consult the instructor’s 
feedback on your IRDs. 


.   


 
After Course  


Knowledge of Energy 
 
 


 
Monday 11/30 
by 11:59 pm 


 
 


4 


 
Research Report 


 
A research essay or a book 
review. Length: 1,500-2,000 
words, plus relevant images 
and/or video clips.  
 


 
 
 


Friday Dec. 4 
by 11:59 P.M. 


 


 
 
 


30 
 


 
Submission of vote (with 
arguments) expressing 
preference for which of the 


  
 


Monday morning 
Dec. 7 


 
 


Not graded but compulsory, 
point penalties applied for 
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report from your own group 
should be assigned to the 
final quiz.  
 


non-performance. 


 
Group Editors finish 
assembling their respective 
Group Reports on Course 
Wiki. 
 


 
 


Monday morning 
Dec. 7 


 
A maximum of three bonus 


points for volunteers.  
 


Only one editor per group.  


 
Final Quiz 


 
A brief quiz covering the 
selected research reports 
authored by students. 
 


 
 


Monday, Dec. 14 
Between 8:00 am and 


11:59 pm 
 


 
 
 


10 


 


 


Assessment Description 
 


Before/After Knowledge Submissions (1 + 4 points respectively) 


Before Knowledge: take 400 to 800 words to express what you already know or think 


about the global energy system before taking this course. Simply answer the broad 


questions in the Assignment Box by attaching a Word file. There is no right or wrong 


answer here. A single point is attached to this submission, but timely disbursement of 


your financial aid depends on it…  


Deadline: August 28 at 5:00pm.  


THIS IS IMPORTANT TO SECURE THE TIMELY DISBURSEMENT OF YOUR 


FINANCIAL AID.  


After Knowledge: at the end of the semester you will review your initial answers to these 


questions and explain how the course changed your views on energy issues (or not). 


Four points are attached to this submission. Deadline:  Nov. 30 at 11:59pm.  


 


Weekly Quizzes on Assigned Materials: 25 points 
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Each quiz will count from 10 to 20 multiple choice questions. Time will be limited. You 


have access to the book. The quiz closes on the next Monday evening at 11:59 P.M.  


 


Answers to Discussion Questions: 20 points 


Each week students must post their answers to discussion questions in the general 


Weekly Discussion Board in Webcourses. The general Weekly Boards close on the next 


Monday evenings at 11:59 A.M.  


Discussion questions are communicated in the weekly module, available in Webcourses 


under Modules, one week ahead of the submission deadline. For example, questions 


with a submission deadline of August 31 are circulated in the WEEK 1 Module available 


under Files starting August 24.  


Discussion questions will be of three kinds: reading comprehension; application, 


evaluation. Reading comprehension questions test your understanding of the 


assigned readings. Application questions challenge you to apply a concept defined in 


the readings in a different context or to a different example than the one referred to in 


the readings. This is also a way of verifying that you understand the reading. 


Evaluation questions solicit your considerate judgment on an issue, idea or concept. 


Develop an argument grounded in reasons and data. Avoid making unsupported 


assertions.  


Each weekly posting by an individual student must be written in good academic English 


(avoid imprecise or familiar language) and add up to a minimum of 600 original words 


(all answers taken together).  


 


Engaging Class Participants: 10 points (5 extra credit points possible)  


You are expected to engage classmates on their answers to evaluation questions 


related to the assigned material four times throughout the semester.  


Each thoughtful post of 200 words or more earns 2.5 points for a total of 10 points. Two 


additional postings can earn you up to extra-credit 5 points also at the rate of 2.5 per 


posting. Only one posting per student per week.  


How? Find a class mate’s answer to an evaluation question in the previous 


week’s Discussion Boards you wish to comment on, add to, disagree with, or 


somehow enlarge on. Write a post in the ECP Discussion Board (200 words 


minimum) engaging this student.  
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Start your post by identifying the student by name and the posting’s week by 


number, then very briefly summarize or quote the passage you wish to engage, 


finally articulate a comment, an objection or develop a question challenging the 


student’s assertion, etc.  


Inform the students via course mail that his/her answer has been challenged. 


The student can respond to your challenge by his/her own post (300 words 


minimum) and also thus earn credit for one post (provided that the response 


contains new material, argument or data.  


When? The ECP Discussion Boards lag over the Discussion Boards. They will 


open on Aug. 31 (start of WEEK 2) and close on Nov. 9.  


 


 


Course Design 


 
The End Point: A Description of the Research Report and Sharing Process 
 
The course is designed to convert students from passive receivers of knowledge 
into active producers of knowledge sharing their research results with their peers. 
Students will learn about ideologies, but they will also learn how political scientists 
develop questions about energy politics and policies, construct answers grounded 
in evidence and share them with others.  
 
The course culminates towards the end of the semester in an exercise in research 
and publication through which all students put together a research report and 
present it to the rest of the class on an electronic platform (wiki). Taken together 
the whole set of reports resembles a group-authored book composed under the 
general editorship of the instructor and the teaching assistant.  
 
Research reports are individually produced book reviews or research essays 
supplemented by related images and/or video clips in a format resembling a 
Wikipedia article. The reports are evaluated for content (mostly) and style.  
 
Instructor and teaching assistant assist the students during each step of the 
process.  


 
One report per group is assigned by group members for the final exam. Each 
student plays an active role in selecting the report from his or her group subjected 
to exam. And, of course, each student will read the sub-set of reports selected to 
final exam. Thus each student will consult his/her group members’ reports (to 
decide which one should be assigned to the final quiz) and each student will also 
read the reports assigned to the final quiz. Thus, students generate a portion of the 
materials presented in the course.   
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The course stresses individual accountability. There are no group scores, only 
individual scores related to individual performance of the various tasks, whether 
the task is individual or collaborative in nature.  
 
In formal terms, students’ individual research reports take the form of either a 
research essay or a book review. A research essay is a text answering a specific 
research question with the help of multiple sources (books, academic journal 
articles, others). A book review summarizes and evaluates a single book’s 
argument.  
 
Research questions are developed with the help of the instructor and TA. The 
selection of a book for review is also assisted by the instructor and TA. Brief 
Interim Research Descriptions help the instructor and TA guide the students in 
composing effective research reports. They are not drafts of report or outlines. 
 
More detailed descriptions of the process and grading standards for research 
reports will be circulated in due time.  
 
 


 
The Preparatory Phase 
 
However, before undertaking to write a research report on energy politics or policy, 
students must become familiar with basic knowledge related to the topic.  
 
And so during the first phase of the course (weeks 1-10), all course participants 
discuss the same materials. Weekly exercises include quizzes and answering 
discussion questions. You are also required to engage your classmates and/or the 
instructor in dialogue in the Engaging Class Participants Discussion Board.  
 
 


Course Goals and Objectives 


 Course Goals 


1. Understanding the historical connections between energy transitions and hegemonic 
transitions in the world system.  


2. Understand the arguments for and against the idea according to which the United 
States could and should play a leading role in greening the global energy system.  


3. Understanding the arguments for and against developing new methods for extracting 
fossil fuels.  


4. Understanding the “oil curse” afflicting many energy exporting nations. 
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5. Understanding the challenge to economic development created by energy poverty in 
much of the Third World.  


6. Develop students’ ability to raise and answer political science questions related to 
ideologies.  


Course Prerequisites 


 


Course prerequisites include an open mind and a readiness to reflect on the 


subject matter.  There are no prerequisites in the sense of having completed 


specific previous courses beyond English Composition.  


 


Course Credits 


         3 credits 
 
 
 


Grading Scale (%) 


94-100  A 


90-93   A- 


87-89   B+ 


84-86  B 


80-83   B- 


77-79   C+ 


74-76  C 


70-73   C- 


67-69   D+ 


64-66  D 


60-63  D- 


0 - 59    F 


 
 


 
Course Policies 


 


Late Work Policy:  
There are no make-ups for missing weekly quizzes or discussion postings. One 
justified absence from these exercises will be excused without point penalty. If 
you must miss a quiz or weekly posting, it is strongly recommended that you 
contact the instructor as soon as possible.    


 
Grades of Incomplete 
 







10 
 


The current university policy concerning incomplete grades will be followed in this 
course. Incomplete grades are given only in situations where unexpected 
emergencies prevent a student from completing the course and the remaining 
work can be completed the next semester. Your instructor is the final authority on 
whether you qualify for an incomplete. Incomplete work must be finished by the 
end of the subsequent semester or the “I” will automatically be recorded as an 
“F” on your transcript.  
 


 


Course Policies: Technology and Media 


 


Email: Use my email to communicate with me: Daniel.Marien@ucf.edu. Allow up 
to 48 hours for a response. Repeat message if you haven’t received a response 
within 48 hours.  
 
 


Course Policies: Student Expectations 


 


Disability Access:  
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable 
accommodations for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in 
alternate formats upon request. Students with disabilities who need 
accommodations in this course must contact the professor at the beginning of the 
semester to discuss needed accommodations. Students who need 
accommodations must be registered with Student Disability Services, Student 
Resource Center Room 132, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 
823-2116, before requesting accommodations from the professor. 
 
Academic Conduct Policy:  
Academic dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated. If you are uncertain as to 
what constitutes academic dishonesty, please consult The Golden Rule, the 
University of Central Florida's Student Handbook 
(http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/) for further details.  As in all University 
courses, The Golden Rule Rules of Conduct will be applied.  Violations of these 
rules will result in a failing grade for the entire course and can also result in 
expulsion from the University. 
 
Turinitin.com:  
In this course the instructor may utilize turnitin.com, an automated system which 
instructors can use to quickly and easily compare each student's assignment with 
billions of web sites, as well as an enormous database of student papers that 
grows with each submission. The instructor submits your texts or essays to 
Turnitin at his discretion. Student found guilty of plagiarism will receive a failing 
grade for the entire course.  
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POS2041– American National Government 
 


Department of Political Science 
College of Sciences, University of Central Florida 


Syllabus 
 


Instructor Information Course Information 


Instructor Dr. Annabelle Conroy Term: Fall 2015 


Office: HPH302R Section: 0601 


Phone (407) 823-2659 Credits: 3 


E-mail annabelle.conroy@ucf.edu  Class Time: Mondays & Wednesdays 


3:00 – 4:15PM 


Office hours: 


Tuesday: 10:00-12:00 PM 


Wednesday: 10:30 AM – 12:30 PM 


Thursday: 10:00 – 12:00 PM 


Classroom: NSC 0103 


 
 


 


Course Overview  
 
POS2041-American National Government has been designed to provide a comprehensive 
introduction to the concepts and issues of the United States government. As such, it examines 
the structure, philosophy, accomplishments and failings of the American government. Students 
will examine and analyze why the American political system operates as it does, who wins and 
who loses in the process and why this system endures. 
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Course Objectives  
 
The main objectives of this course are: 
1. To provide students with a comprehensive introduction to the American system of 


government. 
2. To provide students with an understanding of the ways in which the various branches of the 


government, as well as other political actors, operate in the context of the American 
political institutions and processes. 


3. To show how the main political actors and institutions have changed over time. 
4. To develop key skills required for the successful study of political science and for the 


graduate job market. 
5. To provide students with the tools to become active and engaged citizens and to have the 


ability to make informed political decisions. 
 


By the end of the course students should: 
 
1. Have a thorough knowledge of American political institutions and processes. 
2. Be able to describe and account for the ways in which the various political actors interact 


with other key actors in the American political system. 
3. Understand the role of each one of the branches of government. 
4. Grasp the ways in which the American political system has evolved over time. 
 


 


Course Prerequisites 
 
This is an introductory course and, thus, there are no prerequisites for this course. 


 


Required Texts and Materials 
 
 


Ginsberg, Benjamin et al (2014): We the People.  Tenth Essentials Edition. 
New York: W.W. Norton & Company. ISBN: 978-0-393-93705-3.   
 
This textbook is available for sale in paperback form at the UCF Bookstore 
and as an ebook but it can also be rented (see www.amazon.com, for 
example). 


 
 


 



http://www.amazon.com/





Format of the Course 
 
This course will consist of a combination of lectures, class discussions, individual research and 
short in-class writing assignments.  Each week I will post one or more questions which you 
should consider and prepare for that week's discussion.  The questions, readings and 
assignments for each week can be found on the modules for each week.  To see which module 
corresponds to each week, please consult the class schedule. 
 


 
 


Grading 
 
The final grade will be calculated on a scale of 0-100 and it will have the following components: 
 


Component Points 


Protocol Points 5 


First Exam 20 


Second Exam 20 


Final Project 25 


Final Examination 30 


Total 100 


 


Protocol Points:  
 
Protocol points are points that are given to you at the beginning of the course and will remain 
with you as long as you observe and abide by the class protocols and the UCF student code of 
conduct.  In other words, you start off with 5 points and you will only lose some or all of them if 
you somehow violate any of the protocols set forth in the syllabus.  
 
You can lose protocol points if you do any of the following: 


1. Use rude, disrespectful, intimidating or unprofessional language in any communication 
or discussion assignment in this course.   


2. Violate the ethics standards set forth by UCF (see http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/).   
3. Repeatedly arrive late to class. 
4. Fail to turn off or turn to silent your cellphone or other electronic device during the 


class. 
5. Fail to observe the protocols set forth in this syllabus. 



http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/





Examinations 
There will be 3 examinations in this course. The first two exams will be worth 20 points. The 
final examination will be cumulative and will be worth 30 points.  You must take all three 
exams. Failure to take any of the exams will result in a grade of "F" for the entire course. Also, 
please come to the exams on time.  Students who arrive after the first student to complete an 
exam has left the room, will not be permitted to take the exam.  In this case, the student will 
have to reschedule the exam since the instructor will have to make up a whole different exam.  
 
As with any other course, I urge you not to fall behind on the readings. Each week we will be 
covering a lot of new information and if you do not keep up, it can become overwhelming the 
day before the exam. In addition, keep in mind that the final examination will be cumulative. 
 
In case of a serious extenuating circumstance that prevents the student from taking any of the 
exams, the student is responsible for contacting the instructor before the examination. In 
addition, the student is responsible for providing valid and convincing medical documentation. 
Please note that the form of any makeup examination may be different from that administered 
to the rest of the class (i.e. It will be in essay form, not multiple-choice). 
 
Final Project 
The final project will have two components: a research paper (20 points) and a presentation (5 
points).  The rubric and instructions for the project can be found on the class Webcourses 
section.  This project can be done individually or in a group. 
 
Please take note of the following course stipulations: 


• There will be no extra credit assignments.   
• Late assignments will not be accepted unless valid medical documentation is presented 


and only when arrangements have been made before the due date.  Make-up 
assignments will have a different format than those assigned to the rest of the class. 


• Make sure to check the “Grades” section in Webcourses often. Please be aware that no 
grade will be changed 2 weeks after the grade for a particular assignment has been 
posted. 


• If you have a particular concern about a grade received, you need to make an 
appointment with me and bring specific points which you wish to address. Keep in mind 
that if you ask me to read the disputed assignment/test again, your grade may go up or 
down. 


• Please do come and see me if you are having trouble understanding a topic or concept. 
Also, I encourage you to ask questions during class if something is not clear. 


 
The grade distribution for the course will be as follows: 







 


Points Letter Grade 


93-100 A   


90-92 A- 


87-89 B+ 


83-86 B   


80-82 B- 


77-79 C+ 


73-76 C 


70-72 C- 


67-69 D+ 


63-66 D 


60-62 D- 


0-59 F 


 
In general, grades for each assignment will appear one week after the submission deadline.  
Mistakes can be made while entering the grades, so you are responsible for monitoring your 
grades and making sure that they are accurate.  You have two weeks after the grades are 
posted to challenge or request a correction to your grades.  After this time, grades become 
final.   
 
If you wish to challenge your grade you must make an appointment with the professor and 
present the evidence to show that your grade is incorrect.  Keep in mind that if a review has to 
be made of your grade, the grade can go up or down depending on the review. 
 


Grade Dissemination 
 


Graded tests and materials in this course will be returned individually only by request. You can 
access your scores at any time by logging into your course through Webcourses. Please note 
that scores returned mid-semester are unofficial grades.  


Grades of "Incomplete":  
 


The current university policy concerning incomplete grades will be followed in this course. 
Incomplete grades are given only in situations where unexpected emergencies prevent a 
student from completing the course and the remaining work can be completed the next 







semester. Your instructor is the final authority on whether you qualify for an incomplete. 
Incomplete work must be finished by the end of the subsequent semester or the “I” will 
automatically be recorded as an “F” on your transcript. 


 
 


Course Policies: Technology and Media 
 
Webcourses: Webcourses is an online course management system (accessed 
through my.ucf.edu and then the "Online Course Tools" tab) which will be used as a medium for 
turning in assignments and a forum for communicating with your professor. The Webcourses 
site will have up-to-date information on topics, class assignments, schedule and so on.  In 
addition, each class module will include useful tools for exam preparation and to add to the 
material presented in class.  My recommendation is to check Webcourses regularly for updates. 
 
Email: In this class our official mode of communication is through email located inside 
Webcourses. All communication between student and instructor and between student and 
student should be respectful and professional. It is the student's responsibility to check 
Webcourses frequently. You may also wish to create a Knight's Email account 
at www.knightsemail.ucf.edu for separate official communication from the university. If for any 
reason you cannot log into Webcourses, you may use my office email address which is: 
Annabelle.conroy@ucf.edu.  You may also call or come to my office (information provided 
above). 
 
Electronic devices: Laptops, tablets and cell phones may not be used during class.  Please make 
sure that they are all either turned off or set to “silent” during class. A violation of this request 
may result in loss of protocol points. 
 


 


Course Policies: Student Expectations 
 
Diversity and Inclusion:   The University of Central Florida considers the diversity of its 
students, faculty, and staff to be a strength and critical to its educational mission. UCF expects 
every member of the university community to contribute to an inclusive and respectful culture 
for all in its classrooms, work environments, and at campus events. Dimensions of diversity can 
include sex, race, age, national origin, ethnicity, gender identity and expression, intellectual and 
physical ability, sexual orientation, income, faith and non-faith perspectives, socio-economic 
class, political ideology, education, primary language, family status, military experience, 
cognitive style, and communication style. The individual intersection of these experiences and 
characteristics must be valued in our community. 
 
Title IX prohibits sex discrimination, including sexual misconduct, sexual violence, sexual 
harassment, and retaliation. If you or someone you know has been harassed or assaulted, you 
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can find resources available to support the victim, including confidential resources and 
information concerning reporting options 
at www.shield.ucf.edu and http://cares.sdes.ucf.edu/. 
 
If there are aspects of the design, instruction, and/or experiences within this course that result 
in barriers to your inclusion or accurate assessment of achievement, please notify the instructor 
as soon as possible and/or contact Student Accessibility Services. 


 
Disability Access: The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable 
accommodations for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats 
upon request. Students who need accommodations must be registered with Student Disability 
Services, Ferrell Commons Room 185, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-
2116, before requesting accommodations from the professor. 
 
Attendance and Participation Policy:  Participation is a very important requirement of the 
course, since it is only by exchanging ideas that we can deepen our understanding of the 
material covered and of the different interpretations and possible solutions to the issues raised. 
Thus, students are expected to have done the readings before coming to class and to come 
prepared with any questions or issues they want to raise.  
 
Students are allowed 3 absences during the term unless, of course, there is a valid medical or 
emergency reason that prevents them from coming to class. If this is the case, students are 
responsible for presenting supporting documentation. Each additional absence beyond the 3 
allowed absences will be penalized by the loss of 5 points.  Please keep in mind also that 
repeated late arrivals will result in loss of attendance and participation points. 
 
Professionalism Policy:  Per university policy and classroom etiquette; mobile phones, iPods, 
etc. must be silenced during all classroom and lab lectures. Those not heeding this rule will be 
asked to leave the classroom/lab immediately so as to not disrupt the learning environment 
and will lose protocol points. Please arrive on time for all class meetings. Students who 
habitually disturb the class by talking, arriving late, etc., and have been warned may suffer a 
reduction in their final class grade.  
 
Academic Conduct Policy: Academic dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated. If you are 
uncertain as to what constitutes academic dishonesty, please consult The Golden Rule, the 
University of Central Florida's Student Handbook (http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/) for 
further details.  As in all University courses, The Golden Rule Rules of Conduct will be applied.  
Violations of these rules will result in a record of the infraction being placed in your file and 
receiving a zero on the work in question AT A MINIMUM.  At the instructor’s discretion, you 
may also receive a failing grade for the course.  Confirmation of such incidents can also result in 
expulsion from the University 
 
Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating:  UCF faculty members have a responsibility for 
your education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to prevent unethical behavior and 
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when necessary respond to infringements of academic integrity. Penalties can include a failing 
grade in an assignment or in the course, suspension or expulsion from the university, and/or a 
"Z Designation" on a student's official transcript indicating academic dishonesty, where the final 
grade for this course will be preceded by the letter Z. For more information about the Z 
Designation, see http://z.ucf.edu/. 
 
Turinitin.com: In this course we will utilize turnitin.com, an automated system which 
instructors can use to quickly and easily compare each student's assignment with billions of 
web sites, as well as an enormous database of student papers that grows with each submission.  
 
Accordingly, you will be expected to submit some assignments in electronic format. After the 
assignment is processed, as instructor I receive a report from turnitin.com that states if and 
how another author’s work was used in the assignment. For a more detailed look at this 
process visit http://www.turnitin.com.   
Class ID: 10429912 
password: POS20410601 
 
University Writing Center: The University Writing Center (UWC) is a free resource for UCF 
undergraduates and graduates. At the UWC, a trained writing consultant will work individually 
with you on anything you're writing (in or out of class), at any point in the writing process from 
brainstorming to editing. Appointments are recommended, but not required. For more 
information or to make an appointment, visit the UWC website at http://www.uwc.ucf.edu, 
stop by MOD 608, or call 407.823.2197. 


 
Religious Observances: Students who anticipate the necessity of being absent from class due to 
the observation of a major religious observance must provide notice of the date(s) to the 
instructor, in writing, by the second week of class.  If any assignment falls on a day in which you 
observe a religious holiday, it is your responsibility to notify the instructor by the end of the 
second week of class.  In addition, it is your responsibility to make alternative arrangements for 
completing that particular assignment. 
 
 
 
 
 
Make sure you read the syllabus in its entirety before proceeding with 
the course. By proceeding with the course, you are implicitly agreeing 
to be bound by all the conditions set forth in the syllabus. 
  



http://z.ucf.edu/

http://www.turnitin.com/





Course Schedule 
 
Date Topic Assignments/Notes 


 
 


Part I: Foundations 
 
Week 1:    8/24  Introduction: The Citizen and Government Complete Module  1 
Week 2:    8/31  The Founding and the Constitution Complete Module  2 
Week 3:    9/9*  Federalism Complete Module  3 
Week 4:    9/14  Civil Liberties and Civil Rights Complete Module  4 
 


Part II: Politics 
 
Week 5:    9/21 Public Opinion First Exam: Monday 


9/21 
Complete Module  5 


Week 6:    9/28 The Media Complete Module  6 
Week 7:    10/5 Political Parties, Participation, and Elections Complete Module  7 
Week 8:    10/12 Interest Groups Complete Module  8 
 


Part III: Institutions 
 
Week 9:    10/19 Congress Complete Module  9 
Week 10:  10/26 The Presidency Complete Module  10 
Week 11:  11/2 Bureaucracy Second Exam: 


Monday 11/2 
Complete Module  11 


Week 12:  11/9* The Federal Courts Complete Module  12 
Week 13:  11/16 Domestic Policy Complete Module  13 
Week 14:   11/23 Foreign Policy Complete Module  14 
Week 15:  11/30 Final Project Presentations Final Project Due: 


Monday, Nov. 30 (3:00 
pm).  


Week 16:   12/7 
 


 
Final Exam Week 


Final Exam: 
Wednesday, 
December 09, 2015 
1:00 PM – 3:50 PM 
Exam will be in the 
usual classroom.   


 
* No school on Monday, September 7 (Labor Day), Wednesday, November 11 (Veterans Day) 
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		Required Texts and Materials

		Format of the Course

		Grading

		Protocol Points:

		Grade Dissemination
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INR 7139 


Issues in Domestic Security 


Fall 2015 


 
Instructor: Roger Handberg 
Office: HPH 308 
Office hours: MTW 1000-1130 or by appointment 
Contact: 407-823-2608, roger.handberg@ucf.edu 
Class hours: W 1-4pm 


Overview: 


 Societies confront security challenges both externally and domestically – some 
arise from nature, others come from humans whose motivations can be both benign and 
malignant. In this course, the focus is upon what the challenges are and what solutions 
are pursued with what results. Inherently, domestic security analysis is a comparative 
enterprise even though it appears in the context of homeland security (wherever the 
specific homeland is located). The struggle for domestic security remains a constant 
one with success never permanent, new crises arise. What makes it even more difficult 
is that domestic security issues are not disconnected from each other but can pile up 
like a multiple car accident on the Interstate. In addition, domestic security questions are 
tied to the international system especially in an interconnected age where individuals 
can travel the globe quickly and even more quickly their message can span the world 
despite the best efforts to prevent such from occurring.  
 There has been an intense debate within the larger field of Security Studies 
between the “traditionalists” and the “wideners and deepeners.” The traditionalists 
defined security studies as a subcomponent of international relations focused on the 
“the study of the threat, use and control of military force.”1 The focus was on the nation 
state (the Westphalian model) and interstate war. This was later conceptualized as 
strategic studies, it continues as a major component within the field. The wideners and 
deepeners added environmental, economic, energy, societal, political, and religious 
factors to the analysis. According to Cavelty and Mauer, the analysis is deepened to 
consider five levels of analysis: international systems, international subsystems (regions 
or organizations), units, subunits, and individuals.2 Level of analysis is always a critical 
question in assessing how well a particular analysis is done and ultimately its 
usefulness. Individuals can carry out antisocial acts, the question becomes identifying 
such individuals and assessing their potential for harm. So, domestic security is often a 
combination of risk assessment and threat assessment – the two become related but 
different. Risk assessment is what it says; the effort is to identify the potential for a 
specific event to occur. A high level of risk does not mean such an event will occur 
immediately or ever. 


                                                           
1 Stephen Walt, “The Renaissance of Security Studies,” International Studies Quarterly (1991), 35: 212. 
2 Myrian Dunn Cavelty and Victor Mauer, The Routledge Handbook of Security Studies (New York: Routledge, 
2010), 2. 



mailto:roger.handberg@ucf.edu
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http://acqnotes.com/acqnote/tasks/element-3-assess-and-document-risk (accessed 
January 8, 2015). 
 Threat assessment becomes even more difficult and complicated because the 
threat can come either externally or internally through insiders acting against the 
organization. The Green on Blue attacks in Afghanistan represent one example of such 
threats arising and only being retrospectively identified although Blue on Blue attacks 
(friendly fire) can occur when the risk assessment is done inadequately. This is defined 
as a fuzzy situation where clarity is difficult to obtain and accurate judgments as what 
the actual threat is becomes difficult. Such threat assessments occur routinely in 
weather forecasting and in other situations where uncertainty exists as to likely 
outcomes if certain events occur. Surprise is one thing; failure to be prepared in the 
presence of a warning is something different. The Katrina hurricane disaster in New 
Orleans was one example; the lack of preparedness accentuated the adverse outcomes 
that occurred despite warnings of potential disaster. In Security Studies, surprise occurs 
despite best efforts but retrospective analyses can often be useful in pointing out why it 
occurred. Two examples in American history are Pearl Harbor in 1941 and the Cuba 
Missile Crisis in 1962. In the former, strategic surprise was achieved by Japan while in 
the latter the attempt at strategic surprise was thwarted and the situation stabilized. 


The literature with respect to domestic security is extremely fragmented because 
it crosses national and comparative politics plus the international politics literatures. 
There are many single state case studies which often use the US as an implicit 
comparison or the research tracks US security policy concerns. The textbook was 
chosen because it provides a different perspective on the question of US security which 
is usually done from the context of US military forces – the security threats to the United 
States come from many directions and in forms not obvious to uninformed observer. 
There are many definitions of security and what that entails. For our purposes, security 
translates as the absence of active threats to societal wellbeing although from a larger 
or more distant perspective, significant threats may loom over the horizon. More 
commonly, societies operate in a state of general security with potential threats existing 



http://acqnotes.com/acqnote/tasks/element-3-assess-and-document-risk
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but not actualized yet. For example, individuals live in a society in which crime occurs 
but for most residing outside specific locales the threat is minimal even close to non-
existent. Local law enforcement and existing social norms keep the situation under 
control. Only when the criminal activity metastases into the broader society does the 
breakdown of social and political order become an issue. Drug cartels exist in several 
societies to the point that their activities essentially disrupt and threaten the larger 
society through corruption of officials and violence. You see that presently in parts of 
Mexico.  


Absolute security is not achievable in any society given local circumstances and 
threat factors. Instead, states focus on risk management which means that a failure 
always remains a possibility unlike the supposed NASA saying “Failure is not an 
option.”3 Intelligence operations are the most difficult of all because the analyst is 
evaluating both capabilities and intentions. Capabilities are often obscured by secrecy 
and deception or simply lack of information but even if your capabilities assessment is 
correct, their intentions remain unknown because of lack of clarity about their 
motivations and fears. Events often occur because one party comes to fear that the 
other side is going do something harmful so the necessity is to strike first. A group may 
be known to exist but you are unable to identify their target(s) or time of operation. Or, 
more likely, an incident occurs similar to those that happened before but it becomes a 
triggering event such as the Watts riot in 1965, 
http://crdl.usg.edu/events/watts_riots/?Welcome, erupted with significant damage to 
property and 34 deaths with 4,000 arrests. In 1992, riots broke out again after acquittal 
of the officers accused of beating Rodney King, a motorist; 50 were killed and over 
12,000 arrested, http://www.cnn.com/2013/09/18/us/los-angeles-riots-fast-facts/. In both 
instances, the triggering events (the arrest of an individual and in the latter the jury 
acquittal of police officers) were not expected to bring the large scale outcomes that 
occurred. In 2014 a Ferguson, Missouri death of an individual by police action 
generated a significant national public reaction. Given such events occur routinely 
(police shootings nationally), what sets off the reaction is often difficult to determine: not 
why but why now?  


For an intelligence gathering organization concerned with domestic threats, 
identifying such events in advance is extremely difficult if not impossible. The British 
government currently is attempting to assess the possibility of a terrorist threat by 
returning members of the Islamic State; individuals who have not committed a crime in 
Britain, a difficult task given the uncertainties since many in fact return disillusioned as a 
result of their experience. France is undergoing a crisis with several events deemed 
terrorist in intent and action. The whole question of “lone wolf” terrorists remains one of 
great difficulty in detection since a single individual out of a population of similar 
individuals becomes motivated to act. 


Therefore, this course will organized in terms of challenges to the society and 
state which rests on that society. Level of economic development and previous history 
are always factors in assessing possible security threats within a specific situation. 
States lacking internal resources (i.e. “failing states”) cannot mitigate conditions leading 
to disorder and possibly violence nor are they likely to have the capacity to suppress 
incidents when they occur. Previous history is always important in assessing situations 


                                                           
3 http://www.spaceacts.com/notanoption.htm (accessed January 10, 2015). 



http://crdl.usg.edu/events/watts_riots/?Welcome

http://www.cnn.com/2013/09/18/us/los-angeles-riots-fast-facts/
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given that the grievances confronted are often long standing and reflect fundamental 
cleavages within the society. Awareness of these factors always drives analysis since 
otherwise you have a situation of partial information that can lead you astray in your 
assessment. Domestic threat analysis is almost definition a case study although 
awareness of similar circumstances and situations elsewhere can provide a cross check 
on your conclusions. Cross national research often confronts the difficulty of collecting 
equivalent data across a spectrum of states. There are no easy answers and the 
questions come at you from multiple angles.  
 
Textbook:  


 
Jack A. Jarmon – The New Era in U.S. National Security (Rowman & Littlefield, 


2014). 
Additional readings are specified in the syllabus and will be added to across the 
semester. Readings can be accessed through the UCF Library online journal collection 
plus some items will be distributed via email so be sure to access your official UCF 
email to receive the materials. 


Among the issues or problems to be considered here are (in no particular order): 
  Terrorism domestic/international 
  Migration and security 
  State failure and state building 
  Economic security 
  Religious and ethnic conflicts 
  Cybersecurity – terrorism, war and crime 
  Organized crime or gangs often transnational – drugs and other issues 
  Civil wars and domestic violence – counter insurgency 
  Climate change 
  Privatization of security 
  Gender based terrorism 
  Biological weapons 
  Health and security 
With literature drawn from a diversity of fields most of which are interdisciplinary in 
nature. 


- Economic/social development 
- Poverty and inequality – stages of economic development, forced changes 
- Ethnic/religious conflicts 
- Security agencies, public and private 
- Nationalism – messianic Russian mission, US exceptionalism 
- Some potential sources of conflict are wired into a society – ethnic, religious, 


social, poverty  
- Change difficult because upsets established social-political order within the 


society – asking those dominant to raise up others – 1960s – Alliance for 
Progress 


- Progressive faith in democracy can lead to failure when those dominant resist 
relative or absolute decline – Sunni in Iraq relative to Shia. 
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- Simple faith in capitalism can cause failure – crony capitalism, or privatization 
of public goods to a clique 


 
COURSE DESCRIPTION  
 


This course, though, focuses on issues which traditional Security Studies 
approaches have (until very recently) largely neglected, but which nevertheless impinge 
most directly on the domestic level. Part I starts by explaining what we mean by 
‘domestic security’ in this course and by introducing some basic concepts we’ll use in 
the class, such as threat perception, risk and threat analysis, political culture, and 
strategic culture. In Part II, the bulk of the class, then examines some of the main 
contemporary security challenges just alluded to, addressing issues like terrorism, 
intelligence failure, cyber-threats, genocide and environmental security.  


 
ELIGIBILITY 
This is a core course within the PhD in Security Studies, and consequently all students 
enrolled in that program are required to take it. A basic undergraduate to graduate-level 
knowledge of international relations theory and security studies is assumed, and those 
who lack a solid background in IR theory and international security are therefore 
strongly advised to read up on the basics before the course begins. 
 
AIMS OF THE COURSE  
 
Consistent with the aims of the Department of Political Science as a whole, the specific 
aims of this course are as follows:  


(1) To help provide an advanced PhD-level education to a high academic 
standard;  


(2) To provide specialized research training appropriate to the PhD program in 
Security Studies;  


(3) To provide a sound intellectual basis for studying Security Studies from 
different theoretical and methodological perspectives;  


(4) To produce graduates qualified to proceed to employment in both the public 
and private sectors.  


 
OBJECTIVES OF THE COURSE  
The key objectives of the course are as follows. By the end of the course, each student 
should have acquired:  


(1) A knowledge of major approaches to and concepts within the study of security 
Studies and an understanding of how these can be applied to the empirical 
world;  


(2) The conceptual and methodological tools necessary to further advanced 
study and investigation within the PhD program in Security Studies;  


(3) Skills in library use, information retrieval, and oral and written exposition and 
argument, as well as an ability to analyze, interpret and synthesize complex 
theoretical and empirical materials within the study of international security.  
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KEY SKILLS  
The course seeks to develop or enhance the following key skills:  


Communication: constructing clear and incisive written assignments, presenting 
ideas and arguments orally, learning to teach peers, exchanging interpretations, 
responding to challenges.  
Improving own learning and performance: essay preparation, accepting and 
responding to criticism, developing own opinions on key issues.  
Information technology: word processing, library searches, use of the internet.  
Problem solving: conceptualization of issues, identification and evaluation of 
relevant evidence, analysis and synthesis of evidence.  
Critical thinking: thoughtful and critical reading, exposing assumptions, 
marshalling empirical evidence, assessing the coherence of arguments. 
 
  


METHOD OF INSTRUCTION  
The course will be taught in (informal) lecture and seminar format. Each lecture lasts 
about an hour and is designed to provide students with an advanced introduction to that 
week’s topic. After a break, the lecture will then be followed by an hour and thirty minute 
seminar in which a discussion of that week’s assigned readings will take place. In most 
classes there will also be a student presentation of an assigned text (see week-by-week 
breakdown which follows).  
 
PROCEDURES FOR EVALUATION  
The course grade will be composed of three elements:  


• An essay assignment of approximately about 8,000-10,000 words, worth 40%.  
• Two student presentations, collectively worth 20%.  
• A second essay assignment of approximately 8,000-10,000 words, worth 40%.  
Students are required to complete the assigned readings prior to coming to class, 


and to participate actively in class discussions. The essay assignment is due at the 
beginning of the class held in Week 9, Wednesday, xxx at the start of class. The second 
essay assignment is due xxx at the start of class.  
 
WHAT IS EXPECTED OF STUDENTS  
I ask a number of fairly straightforward things of my students:  
(1) You should complete the assigned readings prior to coming to class, and be 
prepared to participate actively in class discussions. Discussions rarely work well - and 
consequently everyone suffers - if class members arrive in classes without adequate 
preparation. You should let the course instructor know immediately if a required class 
reading is unavailable. 
(2) You should hand in essay assignments and the exam on time. The penalty for late 


work is ten percent per working day (vacation periods and weekends count as 
working days). All work must also be submitted to the course instructor at the 
beginning of class.  


(3) I will be looking for a number of qualities when grading your essays and final exams, 
aside from a basic awareness of the class readings and the discussion topics 
covered in class:  
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(i) Evidence of having reflected upon relevant readings and topics in a 
thoughtful and critical way. In other words, you should provide a 
considered and thoughtful answer which makes best use of the theoretical 
ideas and empirical materials discussed in class up to that point.  


(ii) Evidence of having gone beyond these materials. In other words, it is 
vitally important to examine literature beyond the readings explicitly 
covered in class, making use of the additional (non-asterisk) materials 
cited on the course syllabus where available, as well as others you may 
find relevant.  


(iii) A sophisticated understanding of the issues raised by the course which 
goes beyond that expected of an undergraduate or MA student.  


 
PRESENTATION GUIDELINES  
Each student will identify 2 articles and one book analyzing various challenges in 
domestic security for their presentations. The article comes from those listed below the 
dashed line in each class starting with Week 4 forward. You may suggest an alternative 
article (provide a copy to the instructor) but they cannot be one you have presented in a 
previous or concurrent course. The books are identified at the bottom of different weeks 
by the word Book Review. 
In your presentations, you should ensure that you do a few (fairly basic) things:  


• Outline the core argument of the text. What is the author’s theory or hypothesis, 
and how does he or she try to show that it is correct or supported by available 
evidence?  


• Present your own argument and response. Do you agree with the argument 
presented by the author? If so, why? If not, why not?  


• You may use a Power Point if you wish, but this is not essential, although if 
referring to tables, provide a handout.  


• Each presentation should last about 10-15 minutes, but not longer.  
• You will be graded on the analytical coherence and style of your presentation, and 


your two presentations will be worth 20% collectively.  
 
ESSAY EXTENSIONS  
Requests for essay extensions must be made in writing and supported by documentary 
evidence, such as a letter from your doctor explaining why you were unable to hand in 
your essay. Since you are being given multiple weeks to complete the essay 
assignments, there should normally be no justifiable reason for late submission. 
Extensions to the deadlines will therefore be granted only under the most exceptional 
circumstances, such as a documented illness, a death in the family or some other 
severe incapacity. Requests for extensions should be made before the essay is due. 
Requests made after the deadline are not likely to be treated sympathetically. At the 
PhD level it is relatively rare to find instances of plagiarism; nevertheless, it does 
occasionally occur. It is a very serious academic offence to submit written work in which 
text has been copied from the work of someone else, whether from another student, 
from a book or article or downloaded from the internet, without acknowledging the 
source. If evidence of plagiarism is found, it will result in a ‘Fail’ grade in the course.  
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SEMINAR TOPICS AND READINGS  


Items above the dashed line are essential and required readings; all others are intended 
as optional background reading which will help you round out your understanding of a 
topic. Note that you can download free online copies of most of the articles cited here 
via the UCF Library catalog. The Library provides online access to a large number of 
journals relevant to this course, such as Security Studies, International Security, 
International Studies Quarterly, Journal of Conflict Resolution, Journal of Security 
Studies, Contemporary Security Policy, Review of International Studies, International 
Organization, Terrorism and Political Violence, Foreign Affairs, Foreign Policy and 
World Politics. Other more practitioner driven journals include Stability, Small Wars 
Journal, and Small Wars and Insurgencies. We will use articles drawn from many of 
these. Where a required reading is unavailable online, I will provide an electronic copy 
via email, a week or so before the class.  
Note that the following reading list is provisional only; some of these readings may 
change and/or be updated by the course instructor as necessary.  
 
PART I: SOME BASIC CONCEPTS  
 
Week 1: Introduction to the Class (August 26, 2015)  


No reading assigned. Summary of the course content, the assessment 
procedures to be employed and the format to be followed. Distribution of syllabus 
and essay assignment. Distribution of article and book presentation assignments.  
 


Week 2: Defining Security and Security Studies (September 2, 2015) 
Jarmon – Introduction and Chapters 1-6, 14 
Paul Williams, ‘Security Studies: An Introduction’, in Williams (ed), Security 
Studies: An Introduction, second edition (New York: Routledge, 2013). Emailed 
Arnold Wolfers, ‘“National Security” as an Ambiguous Symbol’, Political Science 
Quarterly, 67: 4, December 1952. Also in Christopher Hughes and Yew Ming Lai 
(eds.), Security Studies: A Reader (New York: Routledge, 2011).  
Emma Rothschild, ‘What is Security?’ Daedalus, 124: 3, Summer 1995.  
David Baldwin, ‘Security Studies and the End of the Cold War’, World Politics, 
48:1, October 1995.  
Steve Smith, ‘The Increasing Insecurity of Security Studies: Conceptualizing 
Security in the Last Twenty Years’, Contemporary Security Policy, 20: 3, 
December 1999.  


----------------------------------------------------------------------                                                                                        
Richard Betts, ‘Should Strategic Studies Survive?’, World Politics, 50: 1, October 
1997.  
Lawrence Freedman, ‘International Security: Changing Targets’, Foreign Policy, 
110: special edition, Spring 1998.  
Pauline Kerr, ‘Human Security and Diplomacy’, in Myriam Dunn Cavelty and 
Victor Mauer (eds.), The Routledge Handbook of Security Studies (New York: 
Routledge, 2010).  
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Edward Kolodziej, ‘What is Security and Security Studies? Lessons from the 
Cold War’, Arms Control, 13: 1, April 1992 (Arms Control, by the way, is the old 
and now archaic-sounding title of the journal Contemporary Security Policy).  
Richard Ullman, ‘Redefining Security’, International Security, 8: 1, Summer 1983. 
Also in Hughes and Ming Lai (eds.), Security Studies: A Reader.  
Jessica Tuchman Matthews, ‘Redefining Security’, Foreign Affairs, 68: 2, Spring 
1989. Also in Hughes and Ming Lai (eds.), Security Studies: A Reader. 
Daniel Deudney, ‘The Case Against Linking Environmental Degradation and 
National Security’, Millennium, 19: 3, Winter 1990.  
David Baldwin, ‘The Concept of Security’, Review of International Studies, 23: 1, 
January 1997. Also in Hughes and Ming Lai (eds.), Security Studies: A Reader.  
Stephen Walt, ‘The Renaissance of Security Studies’, International Studies 
Quarterly, 35: 2, June 1991. Also in Hughes and Ming Lai (eds.), Security 
Studies: A Reader.  
Edward Kolodziej, ‘Renaissance in Security Studies? Caveat Lector!’ 
International Studies Quarterly, 36: 4, December 1992.  
John Baylis and James Wirtz, ‘Introduction’, in John Baylis, James Wirtz, Eliot 
Cohen and Colin Gray (eds.), Strategy In the Contemporary World: An 
Introduction to Strategic Studies (New York: Oxford University Press, 2002).  
Joseph Nye and Sean Lynn-Jones, ‘International Security Studies: A Report of a 
Conference on the State of the Field’, International Security, Vol. 12: 4, Spring 
1988.  
David Ekbladh, ‘Present at the Creation: Edward Mead Earle and the 
Depression-Era Origins of Security Studies’, International Security, 36:3, Winter 
2011/12.  
Fen Olsler Hampson, ‘Human Security’, in Paul Williams (ed)., Security Studies: 
An Introduction, second edition (New York: Routledge, 2013).  
Barry Buzan and Lene Hansen, The Evolution of International Security Studies 
(New York: Cambridge University Press, 2009).  
 


Week 3: The Perception and Construction of Threat/ Intelligence Failure 
(September 9, 2015)  


Thierry Balzacq, ‘Constructivism and International Security Studies’, in Myriam 
Dunn Cavelty and Victor Mauer (eds.), The Routledge Handbook of Security 
Studies (New York: Routledge, 2010). Emailed 
Michelle Bentley, ‘War and/of Words: Constructing WMD in US Foreign Policy’, 
Security Studies, 22: 1, January 2013.  
Alexander Wendt, ‘Anarchy is What States Make of It: The Social Construction of 
Power Politics’, International Organization, 46: 2, Spring 1992. 
David Patrick Houghton, ‘Reinvigorating the Study of Foreign Policy Decision-
Making: Towards a Constructivist Approach’, Foreign Policy Analysis, 3: 24-45, 
January 2007.  
James Wirtz, ‘The Art of the Intelligence Autopsy’, Intelligence and National 
Security, published 2014 and currently available online on the journal website.  
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Glenn Hastedt, ‘The Politics of Intelligence and the Politicization of Intelligence: 
The American Experience’, Intelligence and National Security, 28:1, February 
2013. 


---------------------------------------------------------- 
Jane Cramer and Trevor Thrall, ‘Introduction: Understanding Threat Inflation’ and 
Robert Jervis, ‘Understanding Beliefs and Threat Inflation’, in Trevor Thrall and 
Jane Cramer (eds.), American Foreign Policy and The Politics of Fear: Threat 
Inflation since 9/11 (New York: Routledge, 2009). 
David McDonald, ‘Constructivisms’, in Paul Williams (ed)., Security Studies: An 
Introduction, second edition (New York: Routledge, 2013).  
Carol Gordon and Asher Arian, ‘Threat and Decision Making’, Journal of Conflict 
Resolution, 45: 2, April 2001.  
Ingrid Creppell, ‘The Concept of Normative Threat’, International Theory, 3:3, 
September 2011.  
Chaim Kaufmann, ‘Threat Inflation and the Failure of the Marketplace of Ideas: 
The Selling of the Iraq War’, International Security, 29: 1, Summer 2004. David 
Rousseau, Identifying Threats and Threatening Identities: The Social 
Construction of Realism and Liberalism (Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 
2006).  
Shiping Tang, ‘Fear in International Politics: Two Positions’, International Studies 
Review, 10: 3, September 2008.  
Baruch Fischoff and John Kadvany, Risk: A Very Short Introduction (New York: 
Oxford University Press, 2011).  
Daniel Gardner, The Science of Fear: How the Culture of Fear Manipulates Your 
Brain (New York: Plume, 2009).  
Trevor Thrall and Jane Cramer (eds.), American Foreign Policy and The Politics 
of Fear: Threat Inflation since 9/11 (New York: Routledge, 2009).  
Alexander Wendt, Social Theory of International Politics (Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press, 1999).  
Loch Johnson (ed.), Strategic Intelligence, Volumes I and II (Westport, CN: 
Praeger, 2007).  
Loch Johnson, National Security Intelligence: Secret Operations in Defense of 
the Democracies (Cambridge, MA: Polity. 2012).  
Roger George and James Bruce (eds), Analyzing Intelligence: Origins, 
Obstacles, and Innovations (Washington D.C.: Georgetown University Press, 
2008).  
Book Review Robert Jervis, Why Intelligence Fails: Lessons from the Iranian 
Revolution and the Iraq War (New York: Cornell University Press, 2011).  


 
Week 4: Strategic and Political Cultures (September 16, 2015)  


Alastair Iain Johnston, ‘Thinking about Strategic Culture’, International Security, 
19: 4, Spring 1995.  
Colin Gray, ‘National Style in Strategy: The American Example’, International 
Security, 6: 2, Fall 1981.  
Michael Desch, ‘Culture Clash: Assessing the Importance of Ideas in Security 
Studies’, International Security, 23: 1, (Summer 1998), 141-170.  
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Michael Barnett, ‘Culture, Strategy and Foreign Policy Change’, European 
Journal of International Relations, 5: 1, March 1999.  


------------------------------------------------------------ 
Sten Rynning, ‘The European Union: Towards a Strategic Culture?’ Security 
Dialogue, 34: 4, December 2003.  
Peter Katzenstein, Cultural Norms and National Security: Police and Military in 
Post War Japan (Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 1998).  
Peter Katzenstein (ed.), The Culture of National Security (New York: Columbia 
University Press, 1996).  
Alasdair Ian Johnston, Cultural Realism: Strategic Culture and Grand Strategy in 
Chinese History (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1995).  
Alan Macmillan, Ken Booth and Russell Trood, ‘Strategic Culture’ in Ken Booth 
and Russell Trood (eds.), Strategic Cultures in the Asia-Pacific Region (New 
York: St. Martin’s Press, 1999).  
Colin Gray, Nuclear Strategy and National Style (Lanham, MD: Hamilton Press, 
1986).  
Colin Gray, Modern Strategy (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1999).  
Jeffrey Lantis, ‘Strategic Culture: From Clausewitz to Constructivism’, Strategic 
Insights, 10: 4, October 2005.  
Book Review Peter Katzenstein, Cultural Norms and National Security: Police 
and Military in Post War Japan (Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 1998).  


 
PART II: SOME DOMESTIC SECURITY CHALLENGES  
 
Week 5: Terrorism, Homegrown and Otherwise (September 23, 2015)  


Jarmon – Chapters 8-10 
Paul Wilkinson, ‘Terrorism’, in Myriam Dunn Cavelty and Victor Mauer (eds.), 
The Routledge Handbook of Security Studies (New York: Routledge, 2010). 
Emailed. 
Robert Pape, ‘Introduction: What is New About Research on Terrorism’, Security 
Studies, 18:4, December 2009.  


Martha Crenshaw, ‘The Psychology of Terrorism: An Agenda for the 21
st 


Century’, Political Psychology, 21: 2, June 2000. 
Andrew Kydd and Barbara Walter, ‘The Strategies of Terrorism’, International  
Security, 31: 1, Summer 2006.  
Rosa Brooks, ‘Muslim “Homegrown” Terrorism in the United States: How Serious 
Is the Threat?’, International Security, 36:2, Fall 2011.  


----------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Paul Rogers, ‘Terrorism’, in Paul Williams (ed)., Security Studies: An 
Introduction, second edition (New York: Routledge, 2013).  
Walter Lacquer, ‘Terrorism’, in Christopher Hughes and Yew Ming Lai (eds.), 
Security Studies: A Reader (New York: Routledge, 2011).  
Brenda Lutz and James Lutz, ‘Terrorism’, in Alan Collins (ed.), Contemporary 
Security Studies (New York: Oxford University Press, 2013).  
Louise Richardson, What Terrorists Want: Understanding the Enemy, Containing 
the Threat (New York: Random House, 2006).  
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David Patrick Houghton, ‘The Psychology of Terrorism’, in Houghton, Political 
Psychology: Situations, Individuals, and Cases (New York and London: 
Routledge, 2009).  
Daniel Pipes, ‘God and Mammon: Does Poverty Cause Militant Islam?’, National 
Interest, Winter 2001/02 (available at www.danielpipes.org).  
Book Review Louise Richardson, What Terrorists Want: Understanding the 
Enemy, Containing the Threat (New York: Random House, 2006).  


 
Week 6: The Privatization of Security (September 30, 2015)  


  Deborah Avant, ‘Private Security’, in Paul Williams (ed). Security Studies: An 
Introduction, second edition (New York: Routledge, 2013). Emailed.  
Anna Leander, ‘The Privatization of International Security’, in Myriam Dunn 
Cavelty and Victor Mauer (eds.), The Routledge Handbook of Security Studies 
(New York: Routledge, 2010). Emailed. 
Deborah Avant and Lee Sigelman, ‘Private Security and Democracy: Lessons 
from the US in Iraq’, Security Studies, 19:2, June 2010.  
Elke Krahmann, ‘Security: Collective Good or Commodity?’, European Journal of 
International Relations, 14: 3, August 2008.  


--------------------------------------------------------------------- 
David Shearer, ‘Private Military Companies’, in Christopher Hughes and Yew 
Ming Lai (eds.), Security Studies: A Reader (New York: Routledge, 2011).  
William Hartung, Prophets of War: Lockheed Martin and the Making of the 
Military-Industrial Complex (New York: Nation Books, 2011).  
Jeremy Scahill, Blackwater: The Rise of the World’s Most Powerful Mercenary 
Army (New York: Nation Books, 2008).  
P.W. Singer, Corporate Warriors: The Rise of the Privatized Military Industry 
(Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 2007).  
Suzette Grillot, ‘The Defense Trade’, in Alan Collins (ed.), Contemporary Security 
Studies (New York: Oxford University Press, 2013).  
Book Review William Hartung, Prophets of War: Lockheed Martin and the 
Making of the Military-Industrial Complex (New York: Nation Books, 2011).  


 
Week 7: Cyber-Threats (October 7, 2015) 
 Jarmon – chapters 7-8. 


Myriam Dunn Cavelty, ‘Cyber-Threats’, in Dunn Cavelty and Victor Mauer 
(eds.),The Routledge Handbook of Security Studies (New York: Routledge, 
2010). Emailed. 
John Arquilla and David Ronfelt, ‘Cyberwar is Coming!’, in Arquilla and Ronfelt 
(eds.), In Athena’s Camp: Preparing for Conflict in an Information Age (Santa 
Monica, CA: RAND, 1997). You can find this chapter online at the following 
address: 
http://www.rand.org/content/dam/rand/pubs/monograph_reports/MR880/MR880.c
h2.pdf.  
Thomas Rid, ‘Cyber War Will Not Take Place’, Journal of Security Studies, 35:1, 
February 2012.  



http://www.rand.org/conte
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Sean Collins and Stephen McCombie, ‘Stuxnet: The Emergence of a New Cyber 
Weapon and its Implications’, Terrorism and Political Violence, 7:1, April 2012.  
Jon Lindsay, ‘Stuxnet and the Limits of Cyber Warfare’, Security Studies, 22: 3, 
August 2013.  
Frank L. Greitzer, “Modeling Human Behavior to Anticipate Insider Attacks,” 
Journal of Strategic Security (2011), 4: 25-48. 


---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Matthew Devost, Brian Houghton and Neal Allen Pollard, ‘Information Terrorism: 
Political Violence in the Information Age’, Terrorism and Political Violence, 9: 1, 
1997.  
Myriam Dunn Cavelty, ‘Cyber-Security’, in Alan Collins (ed.), Contemporary 
Security Studies (New York: Oxford University Press, 2013).  
Maura Conway, ‘The Media, Fear, and the Hyperreal: The Construction of 
Cyberterrorism as the Ultimate Threat to Critical Infrastructures’, in Myriam Dunn 
Cavelty and Kristian Kristensen, Securing the Homeland: Critical Infrastructure, 
Risk and (In)Security (New York: Routledge, 2007). 
Myriam Dunn Cavelty, Cyber-Security and Threat Politics: US Efforts to Secure 
the Information Age (London: Routledge, 2008).  
Robert Latham, Bombs and Bandwith: The Emerging Relationship Betweeen IT 
and Security (New York: The New Press, 2003).  
John Arquilla and David Ronfelt (eds.), In Athena’s Camp: Preparing for Conflict 
in an Information Age (Santa Monica, CA: RAND, 1997).  
Joshua Green, ‘The Myth of Cyberterrorism’, Washington Monthly, November 
2002 (available at www.washingtonmonthly.com).  
Book Review. Myriam Dunn Cavelty, Cyber-Security and Threat Politics: US 
Efforts to Secure the Information Age (London: Routledge, 2008).  


 
Week 8: Nationalism, Ethnic Conflict and Genocide (October 14, 2015) 


(Turn Assignment 1 in at start of class) 
Adam Jones, ‘Genocide and Crimes Against Humanity’, in Paul Williams (ed). 
Security Studies: An Introduction, second edition (New York: Routledge, 2013). 
Emailed. 
Scott Straus, ‘Destroy Them To Save Us”: Theories of Genocide and the Logics 
of Political Violence’, Terrorism and Political Violence, 24:4, July 2012.  
Jeffrey Murer, ‘Ethnic Conflict: An Overview of Analyzing and Framing 
Communal Conflicts from Comparative Perspectives’, Terrorism and Political 
Violence, 24:4, July 2012.  
Kristen Monroe, ‘Review Essay: The Psychology of Genocide’, Ethics & 
International  
Affairs, 9: 215–39, March 1995.  
Barry Posen, ‘The Security Dilemma and Ethnic Conflict’, Survival, 35: 1, Spring 
1993.  


-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Stuart Kaufman, ‘Ethnic Conflict’, in Paul Williams (ed)., Security Studies: An 
Introduction, second edition (New York: Routledge, 2013).  
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James Waller, Becoming Evil: How Ordinary People Commit Genocide and Mass 
Killing (New York: Oxford University Press, 2002).  
Philip Gourevitch, We Wish to Inform You That Tomorrow We Will Be Killed With 
Our Families: Stories From Rwanda (New York: Picador, 1998).  
Joshua Searle-White, The Psychology of Nationalism (New York and 
Basingstoke: Palgrave, 2002).  
Christopher Browning, Ordinary Men: Reserve Police Battalion 101 and the Final 
Solution in Poland (New York: HarperCollins, 1992).  
David Patrick Houghton, ‘Nationalism, Ethnic Conflict and Genocide’, in 
Houghton, Political Psychology: Situations, Individuals, and Cases (New York 
and London: Routledge, 2009).  
Benjamin Valentino, Final Solutions: Mass Killing and Genocide in the 20th 
Century (Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 2004).  
Book Review James Waller, Becoming Evil: How Ordinary People Commit 
Genocide and Mass Killing (New York: Oxford University Press, 2002). 


 
Week 9: Environmental Security (October 21, 2015)  


Simon Dalby, ‘Climate Change and Environmental Security’, in Paul Williams 
(ed)., Security Studies: An Introduction, second edition (New York: Routledge, 
2013). Emailed. 
Nils Peter Gleditsch and Ole Theisen, ‘Resources, the Environment and Conflict’, 
in Myriam Dunn Cavelty and Victor Mauer (eds.), The Routledge Handbook of 
Security Studies (New York: Routledge, 2010). Emailed. 
Marc Levy, ‘Is the Environment a National Security Issue?’ International Security, 
20: 2, Fall 1995.  
Daniel Deudney, ‘The Case Against Linking Environmental Degradation and 
National Security’, Millennium, 19: 3, Winter 1990.  
Peter Jacques, ‘A General Theory of Climate Denial’, Global Environmental 
Politics, 12: 2, May 2012. 
Geoffrey Parker – “States Make War but Wars also Break States,” Journal of 
Military History, January 2010, 74,1. Emailed. 


--------------------------------------------------------------- 
Peter Jacques, Environmental Skepticism: Ecology, Power and Public Life 
(Burlington,VT: Ashgate, 2009).  
Robert Falkner, ‘Global Environmentalism and the Greening of International 
Society’, International Affairs, 88: 3, May 2012.  
Jessica Tuchman Matthews, ‘Redefining Security’, Foreign Affairs, 68: 2, Spring 
1989. Also in Hughes and Ming Lai (eds.), Security Studies: A Reader.  
Jon Barnett, ‘Environmental Security’, in Alan Collins (ed.), Contemporary 
Security Studies (New York: Oxford University Press, 2013).  
Simon Dalby, Security and Environmental Change (London: Polity, 2009).  
Simon Dalby, Environmental Security (Minneapolis, MN: University of Minnesota 
Press, 2002). 
Elizabeth Chalecki, Environmental Security: A Guide to the Issues (New York: 
Praeger, 2013).  
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Rita Floyd and Richard Matthew (eds.), Environmental Security: Approaches and 
Issues (New York: Routledge, 2013).  
Thomas Homer-Dixon, ‘Resources and Conflict’, Christopher Hughes and Yew 
Ming Lai (eds.), Security Studies: A Reader (New York: Routledge, 2011).  
Gwynne Dyer, Climate Wars (New York: Random House, 2008).  
Nick Mabey, Delivering Climate Security (London: Royal United Services Insitute, 
2007).  
Nick Mabey et al., Degrees of Risk: Defining a Risk Management Framework for 
Climate Security (London: E3G, 2011).  
Book Review Simon Dalby, Security and Environmental Change (London: Polity, 
2009).  


 
Week 10: Biological Weapons/Disease Vectors (October 28, 2015) 


Jarmon – Ch. 11-13 
Joshua Masters “Nuclear Proliferation,” The Nonproliferation Review, 
(2009),16:3, 347-361, http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/10736700903255045  
Gregory D. Koblentz, (“Regime Security: A New Theory for Understanding the 
Proliferation of Chemical and Biological Weapons,” Contemporary Security 
Policy, 2013), 34:3, 501-525, http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/13523260.2013.842298  
Ian Bellany, “Outflanking Missile Defences: the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty, 
Nuclear Weapons and Terrorism,” Defense & Security Analysis (2012), 28:1, 81-
96, http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/14751798.2012.651381  
Jason Enia & Jeffrey Fields, “The Relative Efficacy of the Biological and 
Chemical Weapon Regimes,” The Nonproliferation Review, (2014), 21:1, 43-64,  
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/10736700.2014.880560 


------------------------------------------------------------ 


Gary Cecchine, Melinda Moore – Infectious Disease and National Security 
(Rand, 2006), can find at 
http://www.rand.org/content/dam/rand/pubs/technical_reports/2006/RAND_TR40
5.pdf  
Jane Evans – “Pandemics and National Security,” Global Security Studies 
(Spring 2010), 1: 1. 
Harley Feldbam – US Global Health and National Security, can be accessed at 
http://csis.org/files/media/csis/pubs/090420_feldbaum_usglobalhealth.pdf 


 
Week 11: Failing States, Organized Gangs and Transnational Crime (November 4, 
2015) 


Jarmon – Chapters 9-10 
Seth Kaplan, “Identifying Truly Fragile States,” Washington Quarterly (March 
2014), 37: 49-63. http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/0163660X.2014.893173  
Thomas M. Sanderson, “Transnational Terrorism and Organized Crime: Blurring 
the Lines, “SAIS Review of International Affairs, Volume 24, Number 1, Winter-
Spring 2004, pp. 49-61.  
James A. Piazza, “”Incubators of Terror: Do Failed and Failing States Promote T 


 Transnational Terrorism?” International Studies Quarterly (2008), 52, 469-488.  



http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/10736700903255045

http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/13523260.2013.842298

http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/14751798.2012.651381

http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/10736700.2014.880560

http://www.rand.org/content/dam/rand/pubs/technical_reports/2006/RAND_TR405.pdf

http://www.rand.org/content/dam/rand/pubs/technical_reports/2006/RAND_TR405.pdf

http://csis.org/files/media/csis/pubs/090420_feldbaum_usglobalhealth.pdf

http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/0163660X.2014.893173
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Stewart Patrick, “’Failed States’ and Global Security: Empirical Questions and 
Policy Dilemmas,” International Studies Review (2007), 9: 644-662. 
Louise I. Shelley and John T. Picarelli, “Methods and Motives: Exploring Links 
Between Transnational Organized Crime and International Terrorism,” Trends in 
Organized Crime, (Winter 2005), 9: 52-67. 


------------------------------------------------- 
Alejandro Fontecilla Pinto and María Eugenia Suárez de Garay, “Community 
Policing in Mexico: The Framework of Resistance and Conditions of Possibility,” 
Stability (2014), article 43, http://dx.doi.org/10.5334/sta.ep..  


Week 12: Veterans’ Day University Holiday (November 11, 2015) 
 
Week 13: November 18, 2015) 


Alex Bellamy, ‘The Responsibility to Protect’, in Paul Williams (ed.), Security 
Studies: An Introduction, second edition (New York: Routledge, 2013).  
Aidan Hehir, ‘The Permanence of Inconsistency: Libya, the Security Council, and 
the Responsibility to Protect’, International Security, 38:1, Summer 2013.  
Robert Pape, ‘When Duty Calls: A Pragmatic Standard of Humanitarian 
Intervention’, International Security, 37: 1, Summer 2012.  
Richard Betts, ‘The Delusion of Impartial Intervention’, Foreign Affairs, 73: 6, 
November/December 1994.  
Virginia Page Fortna, ‘Does Peacekeeping Keep Peace? International 
Intervention and the Duration of Peace after Civil War’, International Studies 
Quarterly, 48: 2, June 2004.  


-------------------------------------------------------- 
Alex Bellamy, ‘Humanitarian Intervention’, in Alan Collins (ed.), Contemporary 
Security Studies (New York: Oxford University Press, 2013).  
Alex Bellamy and Paul Williams, ‘The New Politics of Protection? Cote D’Ivoire, 
Libya and the Responsibility to Protect’, 87:4, International Affairs, July 2011.  
Philip Cunliffe, ‘Dangerous Duties: Power, Paternalism and the Responsibility to 
Protect’, Review of International Studies, 36: S1, October 2010.  
Daniel Lambach and Tobias Debiel, ‘State Failure and Statebuilding’, in Myriam 
Dunn Cavelty and Victor Mauer (eds.), The Routledge Handbook of Security 
Studies (New York: Routledge, 2010).  
Alex Bellamy, ‘Humanitarian Intervention’, in Myriam Dunn Cavelty and Victor 
Mauer (eds.), The Routledge Handbook of Security Studies (New York: 
Routledge, 2010).  
Rory Stewart and Gerald Knaus, Can Intervention Work? (New York: W.W. 
Norton, 2011).  
Nathan Hodge, Armed Humanitarians: The Rise of the Nation Builders (New 
York: Bloomsbury USA, 2011).  
Virginia Page Fortna, Does Peacekeeping Work? (Princeton, NJ: Princeton 
University Press, 2008).  
Book Review Rory Stewart and Gerald Knaus, Can Intervention Work? (New 
York: W.W. Norton, 2011).  


 
Week: Revolutions, Insurgency, Military Coups (November 25, 2015) 



http://dx.doi.org/10.5334/sta.ep
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(Turn your 2nd essay in at the start of class) 
 


Timur Kuran, “Sparks and Prairie Fires: A Theory of Unexpected Political 
Revolution,” Public Choice (1989), 61: 41-74. 


 Morris Silver – “Political Revolution and Repression: An Economic Approach,” 
Public Choice, (1974), 17: 63-71. 


 Karen McCullagh, “E-democracy: Potential for Political Revolution,” International 
Journal of Law and Information Technology (2003), 149-161. 


 Karen Rasler, “Concessions, Repression, and Political Protest in the Iranian 
Revolution,” American Sociological Review (1996), 132-152. 


 William Reno, “The Politics of Insurgency in Collapsing States,” Development 
and Change (2002), 837-858. 
Sarah Johnstone and Jeffrey Mazo, “Global Warming and the Arab Spring,” 
Survival (2011), 53: 2, 11-17. 
Kurt Weyland, “The Arab Spring: Why the Surprising Similarities with the 
Revolutionary Wave of 1848?” Perspectives on Politics (December 2012), 917-
934. 
Robert H. Dix, “Military Coups and Military Rule in Latin America,” Armed Forces 
& Society (1994), 20: 439-456. 
J. Craig Jenkins and Augustine J. Kposowa, “The Political Origins of African 
Military Coups: Ethnic Competition, Military Centrality, and the Struggle Over the 
Post-Colonial State,” International Studies Quarterly (1992), 271-291. 


--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
  Edward N. Muller and Karl-Dieter Opp, “Rational Choice and Rebellious 


Collective Action,” American Political Science Review (1986), 471-488. 
F. Gregory Gause III, “Why Middle East Studies Missed the Arab Spring,” 
Foreign Affairs (July/August 2011). 
Jeff Godwin, “Why We Were Surprised (Again) by the Arab Spring,” Swiss 
Political Science Review (2011), 17: 452-456. 
Juan Camilo Bohorquez, Sean Gourley, Alexander R. Dixon, Michael Spagat & 
Neil F. Johnson, “Common Ecology Quantifies Human Insurgency,” Nature 
(December 2009), 462: 911-914. 
Book Review: Sean McFate, The Modern Mercenary: Private Armies and What 
They Mean for World Order (New York: Oxford University Press, 2014). 


 
Week 14: What is Domestic Security? (December 2, 2015) 
 
No assigned readings, come prepared for each to present your view of what is critical in 
domestic security both academically and practically. Have your own (without 
consultation with others) list of the three most critical domestic security issues 
confronting the United States and/or the world more broadly over the next decade and 
then over the next 25 years? Does academic research provide the tools necessary to 
understand such issues or should other approaches be developed or enhanced in order 
to do so? 
 
INR 7139 ESSAY ASSIGNMENT 1 
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Answer the following essay question. Your answer should be approximately about 
8,000-10,000 words, and should be typed and double-spaced. All pages should be 
numbered. Please make sure that your name and course code (i.e. INR 7139) are 
marked clearly on the cover sheet. You should include a cumulative bibliography at the 
end which includes all references used. You must use the referencing system employed 
by the American Political Science Review which you can Google (the guide appears in a 
number of locations, the only changes are that you provide page numbers for quotes 
and URLs for web references). 
 
You should treat this assignment as an active research exercise; in other words, you 
should examine literature beyond the readings explicitly covered in class, preferably 
making use of the additional (non-asterisk) materials cited on the course syllabus as 
well as others you may find relevant. At a minimum, of course, it is also important that 
you demonstrate in your answer an awareness of the class materials and the discussion 
topics covered in class, that you show evidence of having done the course readings 
assigned thus far and show that you have reflected upon these readings in a thoughtful 
and critical way.  
 
What exactly is ‘domestic security’, and what is ‘Security Studies’? Can the latter 
include everything under the sun, and should it?  
 
This assignment is due back at the beginning of the class held in Week 8 
(October 14, 2015). As previously notified, this deadline is final, and late submissions 
will be heavily penalized. Since you are being given eight weeks to complete this term 
assignment, extensions will be granted only under the most exceptional circumstances. 
 
INR 7139 ESSAY ASSIGNMENT 2 
 
Answer the following essay question. Your answer should be approximately 8,000-
10,000 words, and should be typed and double-spaced. All pages should be numbered. 
Please make sure that your name, scheme and course code (i.e. INR 7139) are marked 
clearly on the cover sheet. You should include a cumulative bibliography at the end 
which includes all references used. Your essay is built on materials in the course with 
you extending them further in an evaluative manner. You should discuss with me 
what is your topic prior to beginning? 
 
Taking one of the challenges identified in the course (whether on the assignment 
reading list or from those listed earlier but not further specified or some other 
domestic security challenge that you can specify with precision), you are to 
examine the domestic security challenge in light of the following questions: What 
exactly is the challenge (specify with a precise definition or description what you 
are researching)? Why do states consider the challenge a domestic security 
challenge (do all states consider this a challenge or is it more probable for less 
developed states)? Is the challenge domestic or one derived from external 
sources or just exacerbated by external sources)? Briefly describe, with 
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references, the relevant literature regarding the specific challenge identify and 
assess as to quality of the data used, types of analyses made, and an assessment 
of their usefulness as social science research and policy relevance. 
 
This assignment is due back at the beginning of the class held in Week 13 
(November 25, 2015). As previously notified, this deadline is final, and late submissions 
will be heavily penalized. Since you are being given multiple weeks to complete this 
term assignment, extensions will be granted only under the most exceptional 
circumstances. 
 
 
 
 








POS 3173 


Southern Politics 


Fall 2015 


Instructor: Jonathan Knuckey 


 


 


  







Welcome to Southern Politics! 


This class is designed to provide you with a comprehensive overview of politics in the American South. For a 
political scientist the South is the most interesting region in the United States to study. Why study and be 
concerned about southern politics? 


 First, the South continues to be the most distinctive region in the United States. Although the South and 
the rest of the nation have converged in a number of important ways that we will study this semester, 
there is still much that sets the South apart from other regions. This continuing distinctiveness is 
demonstrated by the fact that the South is the only region of the United States to have developed its own 
subfield of study within political science.  


 Second, the post-World War II period in the South has been characterized by momentous, social and 
economic change. Thus the South provides a compelling case study of the effects and consequences of 
these changes on political structures, attitudes and behavior.  


 Third, anyone interested in developments in the American party system needs to comprehend the 
partisan changes that have taken place in the South. One of the main themes stressed in this class, the 
movement of the once Democratic “Solid South” to a region characterized by two-party competition, and 
increasingly  Republican dominance is a fascinating and important story in its own right. However, it also 
has enormous implications for national party and electoral politics in the battle for the White House and 
control of Congress. 


Although our focus we be primarily on southern politics since the mid-twentieth century we will spend some time 
at the start of the class talking about the history of the South, and some of the key events that shaped the 
"traditional" or "Old" South and nature of politics in the one-party Democratic "Solid South."  We will then turn to 
an examination of the forces that began to transform the South with particular attention given to the Civil Rights 
movement era (1954-1968) in the South. This leads to the next part of the course which focuses on the rise of 
southern Republicans and the onset of a two-party competition. We will end the course by addressing the 
question of whether a "New South" has emerged, whether the South is still a distinctive region and where the 
South might be heading - socially, economically and politically - over the next few decades. 


Hopefully your study of southern politics this semester will not just serve an academic interest but help in 
shedding some light on recent party politics in the South and, indeed, the nation, especially as we head into the 
2016 presidential election.  Furthermore, the type of knowledge that you will acquire is exactly what campaign 
consultants across the South might be looking for. Maybe in the not too distant future you will be running a 
campaign where you can put into practice some of the material you learned about this semester. 


I look forward to the class and hope you find it enjoyable and informative. I look forward to learning a lot from 
you! 


How to Contact Me. 


Office: Political Science department, Phillips Hall 302L 


Second office: Lou Frey Institute, Orlando Tech Center, 12443 Research Parkway, 400 Building Suite, Suite 406. 
Easy parking and no parking permit needed! To get to the Lou Frey Institute from the main campus take the #9 
UCF Shuttle and get off at Stop #2. 


Office hours:  TBA 







Email: Use email in Webcourses 


Skype: I am happy to talk via Skype. My Skype name is jonathan.knuckey70 


 


  


Course Policies 


Attendance 


This is fairly straightforward.  Attend class, arrive on time and stay for the duration of the class.  


I will take attendance each day by circulating a class roll. Some quick points on attendance:  


 The rule is that if you don’t sign the roll when it comes around, you’re absent from that day’s class (no 
“late” notations). I will usually pass the roll around a few minutes after our start time;  


 Do not sign the roll for any other student - ever. It is academic dishonesty to do so, and I have been in the 
unfortunate position of having to prosecute a few unfortunate souls in the past who apparently thought 
this rule did not apply to them. They were wrong (as were the absent students who solicited the 
dishonesty from friends);  


 Leaving class on one or two occasions throughout the semester, if you need to…. no big deal. Constantly 
coming and going during classes throughout the semester.... quite a big deal. I reserve the right to mark 
students retroactively absent and/or take additional disciplinary action if needs be. 


You are adults so I am not going to come chasing after you if you don't attend class.  However, It should go without 
saying that you will not be getting the most out of the class -- nor your education in general -- by frequently being 
absent from class. Moreover, your performance on exams will start to suffer once you start missing lots of 
classes.  For information purposes, when I have taught this course in the past, students with 4-plus absences 
generally have their overall grade  turn out to be something just south of a train wreck. 


Note: If you have no more than a single absence throughout the semester youwill be eligible for 3 points added 
to your overall grade total at the end of the semester.  This will likely make a difference between overall letter 
grades if you are on the borderline between grades. 


In keeping with the UCF policy of respecting students’ religious commitments all attempts will be made to 
accommodate conflicts arising out of religious observances. If you plan on missing scheduled class meetings due to 
religious holidays, you must notify me within the first two weeks of the semester. 


  


Other General Policies 


 Silence cell phones.  If your phone does go off in class the rule is I get to answer it..... 


 You can bring food and drink, although it probably should be "southern."  Take any trash out with after 
class is over 



http://registrar.sdes.ucf.edu/weg/academic_policies/religious_observances/





 Laptops, ipads, tablets should not be out during class.  It is just distracting to sit behind someone who 
spends the entire class time emailing, instant-messaging, tweeting, updating Facebook profiles, etc., 
etc.  Take notes in class the old-fashioned way, and you will actually find you take better notes because of 
this. 


  


Start of Semester Meetings with Students 


Each student is required to schedule a brief  meeting with me in my office (Phillip Hall 302L) at some point during 
the first two weeks of the semester. Make your appointment using the "Schedule" function using the Calendar in 
Webcourses. 


Hopefully these meetings will give you a chance to ask me any questions you may have about the course. Likewise 
it will help me put names to faces. 


  


Office Hours 


Students are encouraged to take advantage of office hours (these are posted under instructor contact on the 
course front page). Don't just view office hours as the time you come and talk to me when you have done 
indifferently on an exam. They are an opportunity to discuss issues relating to the course as well as to help you to 
prepare for exams, to talk about politics in the South, or English football (soccer)! 


  


Textbook 


 The textbook we will use is: J. David Woodard, The New Southern Politics (2nd edition) 


You will need to buy and read this book to do well in the class.  Exam questions and assignments will partly be 
based on material from this textbook.  


 


Assignments 


 There will be a number of assignments given throughout the semester that emphasizes analytical and critical 
thinking skills as well as data analysis exercises.  Details will be provided during the semester. 


 


  







Exams 


Three exams will be given during the semester, scheduled as follows: 


 First midterm exam, Thursday, September 24th (regular class time)  


 Second midterm exam, Tuesday, November 3rd (regular class time)  


 Final exam, Tuesday, December 15th (1.00pm-3.50pm). 


  


Midterm Exams Format 


20 multiple-choice questions with 4 choices per question (2 points per question = 40 points)  


10 true/false questions (2 points per question = 20 points) 


10 fill-in-the-blank questions (1 points per question = 10 points) 


1 Short-essay question consisting of three parts (30 points). Four short-essay topics/questions will be posted in 
Webcourses a couple of weeks prior to each exam.  On the day of the exam I will randomly choose the 
topic/question from this list on which you will write for the exam. 


 Final Exam Format 


Two-part exam, each part weighted equally: 


Part I: Same format as midterm exams; 


Part II: Extended essay question "Is there a New South?" (and yes that is the actual question that will be asked!). 
This extended-essay question will you a chance to thoughtfully reflect upon the changes that have taken place in 
the South that we will discuss throughout the semester. 


 Exam Policies 


 Midterm and final exam questions will come from the required readings and lectures; in other words, just 
about anything we discuss or read is fair game for testing. The exams are not cumulative, although clearly 
the extended-essay on the final exam will integrate material from throughout the course;  


 Exams should be written in black or blue ink. I will be providing an answer booklet for you to write your 
answers on, so you don't need to buy a blue-book or scantron;   


 All exams are closed-book;  


 Please be on time for each exam. You must take each exam in order to receive a passing grade in this 
class. 


  







 Academic Honesty 


UCF faculty support the UCF creed. Integrity – practicing and defending academic and personal honesty – is the 
first tenet of the UCF Creed. This is in part a reflection of the second tenet, Scholarship: “I will cherish and honor 
learning as a fundamental purpose of membership in the UCF community.” Course assignments and tests are 
designed to have educational value; the process of preparing for and completing these exercises will help improve 
your skills and knowledge. Material presented to satisfy course requirements is therefore expected to be the result 
of your own original scholarly efforts. 


Violations of student academic behavior standards are outlined in The Golden Rule Student Handbook.  


Academic Dishonesty is defined as follows: 


1. Cheating, whereby non-permissible written, visual or oral assistance including that obtained from another 
student is utilized on examinations, course assignments or projects, is prohibited. The unauthorized possession or 
use of examination or course related material shall also constitute cheating. 


2. Plagiarism, whereby another's work is deliberately used or appropriated without any indication of the source, 
thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s own, is prohibited. Any student failing 
to properly credit ideas or materials taken from another has plagiarized. 


Please note that any student who has assisted another in any of the aforementioned breach of standards shall be 
considered equally culpable. 


Students who attempt to obtain unearned academic credentials that do not reflect their skills and knowledge can 
also undermine the value of the UCF degrees earned by their more honest peers. Any form of academic dishonesty 
will result in you automatically failing the class and referred to the University authorities. Also, please remember 
that those caught cheating will have a notation made in their University records that they have been found guilty 
of academic misconduct. This can and will keep you out of law school so do not be tempted to cheat in any way. 


  


Grades 


My philosophy of grading is decidedly against what is generally known as "competitive grading" or "grading on the 
curve." You are not competing against fellow students for grades in this class. You are competing against yourself 
at all times, hopefully pushing yourself to excel against my objective standards of what students should reasonably 
get out of this class. 


Average mastery of those standards is the baseline for earning an "average" grade of C. Do above-average work, 
you earn a B. Do excellent work, you earn an A…. and so on. In any case, please understand that the points you 
earn toward a final grade will not be jerked around up or down to fit some predetermined grade curve. If everyone 
deserves an A, they’ll get it. If everyone flunks, they’ll all get an F and then, in all likelihood, I will leave the 
jurisdiction quickly under cover of night in heavy disguise and an assumed name! 


  







Your final grade will be weighted as follows: 


 Assignments 25% 


 First Exam 20% 


 Second Exam 20% 


 Final Exam 35% 


As there are ample grading opportunities in this course there will be no extra credit given. If you know you need a 
certain grade in December, you know you needed it August -- go to work to earn it! Under no circumstances can or 
will a course grade be awarded on any basis other than those stated in the syllabus. 


Grade boundaries are as follows: 


A,  93%+ 


A-, 90-92.9% 


B+, 87-89.9% 


B, 83-86.9% 


B-, 80-82.9% 


C+, 77-79.9% 


C, 73-76.9% 


C-, 70-72.9% 


D+, 67-69.9% 


D, 63-66.9% 


D-, 60-62.9% 


F, 59.9% and below. 


Students typically obsess about grades too late, often at the end of the semester. There is little that can be done at 
that point. So, if you think you are struggling in this class please come and talk to me as often as you like - never 
think you are being a pest! I cannot recall ever failing a student who early sought this kind of help. However, 
students who are struggling and delay assistance do fail. 


You will be able to access your grades in Canvas.  Please make sure that grades entered here are correct.  While 
every effort is made to ensure grades are correct, from time-to-time errors can occur (incorrectly add/subtract, 
miss points, and even fail to understand what a student wrote).  


A time limit of 1 week is imposed on all change of grade requests after the grade has posted. This is sufficient time 
to identify any errors. After that prior grades will not be reviewed.  This is to bring the course grade to completion 
and to minimize "end of semester" opportunism. 







Grade grievance policies are outlined under the UCF Golden Rule. 


 


Make-up Policy and Incompletes 


 The time and dates for all assignments and the exam are fixed in krypton-coated granite, which is further encased 
in a hydrogen bomb-proof vault!  In other words, an extension on an assignment, or a make-up exam will only be 
given in the most exceptional circumstances that are beyond the control of a student.   


At the top of the list of unacceptable excuses for late-work are those related to computer problems. I will generally 
not accept “My hard-drive crashed.... I accidentally deleted the file.... My internet connection is down....Etc....” 
These are the “dog ate my homework” excuses of the “Technology Age” and will not fly! It is your responsibility to 
secure ample time at a computer, make backups of your work, and generally plan ahead—do whatever it takes! 


I do not consider vacations or other trips out of town (other than when the student is away from campus 
representing at an official university function) to be exceptional circumstances.  


Any student missing an assignments, exam or any other work because of observance of religious holidays shall be 
given an opportunity during that semester to make up missed work. The make-up will apply to the religious holiday 
absence only. It shall be the responsibility of the student to notify the instructor no later than the end of the first 
week of class of his or her intention to participate in religious holidays which do not fall on state holidays or 
periods of class recess. This policy shall not apply in the event that administering the test or examination at an 
alternate time would impose an unavoidable hardship on the instructor or the university. 


An incomplete standing will only be granted if requested in writing to me (an email or phone call is not 
acceptable).  You must explain why you are requesting   an incomplete standing and include, where appropriate, 
documentation that must be original and verifiable. Such documentation must be on a letterhead, and contain a 
contact name and telephone number.  An incomplete will only be granted if you have a passing grade in the class. 


Remember an incomplete grade is only reserved for when you have missed an assignment or exam for a legitimate 
reason but are otherwise passing the class.  Incompletes are not given because you have achieved a low grade.  


  


Disability Statement 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all persons with 
disabilities.  This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request.  Students who need accommodations 
must be registered with Student Disability Services before requesting accommodations from the professor. 


   


Disclaimer 


I reserve the right to change, add or modify any part of the syllabus. Of course, advance notice will be given of any 
such changes. 







 Course Schedule  


The course is divided up into five parts, with readings assigned for each part. Stay up to date with the readings! 
You will often find that the material presented in class will be easier to follow and note-taking easier if you have 
already skimmed the assigned reading prior to class. Moreover, you will likely do better on the exams if you keep 
up to date (reading everything the night before an exam usually ends in disaster!) 


Details of assignments will be provided in Webcourses   


Part I: Background & Setting of the South & Southern Politics, (August 25th - 
September 8th) 


 Background on the South 


 What is the South? 


 Where is the South? 


 What is a southerner?  


 Why study southern politics? 


 Why are southerners different? The origins of the South and its people 


 Required Readings: 


 Woodard, The New Southern Politics, ch.1; ch.2 (pp 25-34) 


We will also watch the movie In the Heat of the Night, which is a good way of beginning your immersion into the 
traditional southern culture! 


 


Part II: The Old Southern Politics: Race, Poverty and the Democratic "Solid 
South" (September 10th - September 24th) 


  The Road to secession and war  


 The Reconstruction era & its aftermath 


 Race & poverty in the Old South 


 The emergence of the Democratic "Solid South" 


 State-by-state varieties of factional politics in the Old South 


 The consequences of the one-party "Solid South" 


 Required Readings: 
 


 Woodard, The New Southern Politics, ch. 2 (pp. 34-46); ch. 4 (pp.131-148); ch. 8 (pp. 327-337); ch.9 (pp. 
355-364) 


 
 
***Thursday, September 24th - First Midterm Exam*** 
The exam will cover the lecture material and assigned readings for Parts I and II of the course.  







Part III: The Changing South: The Civil Rights Movements, Economic 
Development and Two-Party Politics (September 29th-October 29th) 


 The effects of the New Deal and World War II 


 The Dixiecrats - The "Solid South" cracks 


 Toward the "Second Reconstruction" 


 The origins of the Civil Rights Movement  


 The Civil Rights Movement and its effect on southern politics 


 The successes and failures of the Civil Rights Movement 


 The emergence of southern Republicans 


Required Readings: 


 Woodard, The New Southern Politics, chapter 2 (pp. 44-66), chapter 4 (pp.148-168) 


 Earl Black and Merle Black, The Vital South, “White Revolt in the Deep South.” 


 Earl Black and Merle Black, The Vital South, “The Republican Breakthrough in the Peripheral South.” 


***Tuesday, November 3rd -  Second Midterm Exam*** 


The exam will cover the lecture material and assigned readings, for Part III of the course as well as the Eyes on the 
Prize Documentary 


Part IV: Party Realignment & the Republican South (November 5th - November 
17th) 


 Why did the Republican dominate in presidential elections in the South?  


 The consequences of a Republican South in national politics 


 How did southern Democrats survive at the state and local level? 


 Explaining Republican dominance in state and local elections since the 1990s 


 The 2008 and 2012 Presidential Elections - Obama cracks the "Solid South" 


 The South and the 2016 Presidential Election 


 Required Readings: 


 Woodard, The New Southern Politics, ch. 6; ch.7; ch. 8 (pp. 337-353) 


 Earl Black and Merle Black, The Vital South, “The Republican Dominance After the Great Society.” 


 ***November 12th: No class -- I will be in Philadelphia for the Northeastern Political Science Association annual 
meeting.*** 


Part V:  A New South? A New Southern Politics? (November 19th - December 3rd) 


 Race, conservatism and political attitudes in the New South 


 Minority politics and the emerging Latino vote in the New South 


 Religion and politics in the New South 


 Demographic changes and the New South 


 Economic development and the urban New South 


 Is the South and southern politics still distinctive? 







  Required Readings: 


 Woodard, ch. 4, (pp. 168-184); ch. 5; ch. 9 (pp. 368-372, i.e., only material on the Confederate flag 
controversy); ch. 10 


***Tuesday, December 19th - Final Exam*** (1.00pm-3.50pm) 


The exam will cover the lecture material and assigned readings, for Parts IV and V of the course. 








POLITICAL SCIENCE 3413:  
THE AMERICAN PRESIDENCY 


 
Fall 2015 


 
 


Professor:  Dr. Drew N. Lanier Office Hours:   TR, 09:30-11:00 
                          W, 2:00-3:00 
                          or by appointment 


Office:  Phillips Hall 302O   Class Time and Place: MWF 12:30-1:20 (PSY 106) 
Phone: (407) 823-3753 [direct dial] or -2608 [main 
office] 


Credit Hours:  Three (3)                                                     


E-mail: drew.lanier@ucf.edu 
 


 
Course Description 
 
 This course is a study of the United States Presidency as it has developed over time and as it exists today. 
Components of the course include: presidential relations with Congress, the media, public opinion, the bureaucracy, 
and the judiciary.  We will also explore the conduct of presidential nominations, campaigns and elections, as well as 
recent conflicts over the role and powers of the president in current American politics.  Students will be introduced to 
the various theories about the presidency and its relation to the other elements of the United States system of 
governance.  
 
Course Goals 
 
The most fundamental goal of this course is to enhance and improve your critical thinking skills.  The ability to critically 
analyze concepts or programs and then present your conclusions and criticisms well will be one of the most valuable 
skills you learn at the University.   The subject matter on which you will practice these critical skills will be the American 
Presidency.  In order to effectively develop your analytic abilities, you will find that you need a great deal of specific 
knowledge about the president’s Constitutional duties and responsibilities, and his/her relation to other actors within 
his/her legal and political environment.  This course will fill that gap.  
 
Web Resources 


Canvas Site – Course Management Software   
 
The Course has a Canvas site associated with it. It is an innovative technology that allows the students to interact with 
each other, post messages to a common bulletin board, take quizzes, and many other tasks that facilitate 
comprehension of the course material and collaborative learning among the course's students in a student-centered 
context. This site, however, is a password-protected domain. A more thorough discussion of this course tool as well as 
how to navigate through it will be offered in class. Navigate to it via your my.ucf.edu login, find the course in the 
Online Course Tools Tab and the Webcourses@UCF Pagelet and then enter your PID and password.  
 



mailto:drew.lanier@ucf.edu

http://my.ucf.edu/
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Required Books 
 
There are two required texts for this course (that is, you must read and digest their content or your grade will suffer): 
 
Cronin, Thomas E., and Michael A. Genovese.  2012.  The Paradoxes of the American Presidency. 4th ed.  New York: 
Oxford University Press. ISBN 978-0-19-986104-0 (hereafter “C&G”). 
 
Kennedy, David M.  1999.  Freedom From Fear:  The American People in the Great Depression.  Part I.  New York:  Oxford 
University Press.  ISBN 0-19-516892-5 (hereafter, “K”). 
 
Mandated Documentation of Course Attendance 


 
As of fall 2014, all faculty members are required to document students' academic activity at the beginning of each 
course in order to comply with federal regulations involving student financial aid.  In order to document that you 
began this course, please complete the self-introduction assignment, on the Canvas Discussion board, by the 
end of the first week of classes, or as soon as possible after adding the course, but no later than Friday, Aug. 28, 
2015. Failure to do so by that deadline will result in a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid (adapted from 
a draft statement from Academic Affairs Office, UCF). 
 
Grading 
 
Exams (300 points)  
 
Each of three exams during the course is worth 100 points.  The tests will be composed entirely of very challenging 
multiple choice questions.  They are each noncomprehensive, although (to some extent) the material builds 
throughout the course.  These exams are not for the faint hearted.  Each is worth 20 percent of the final course grade, 
for a total of 60 percent drawn from performance on exams.   
 
No make-up exams will be allowed absent verifiable, documented, exigent (i.e., truly emergency, Act of God) 
circumstances.  You MUST contact me before an exam if you know you will miss it and explain the truly 
compelling situation that prevents you from taking the exam as scheduled.  My office phone has voicemail if I am 
away from my desk. Leave a message if you do not speak to me directly.  If you do not speak to me or leave a 
message indicating your failure to take the exam as scheduled, I will look very disfavorably upon your request to 
take a make-up exam.  There are absolutely NO excuses for missing an exam and not contacting me in advance.  
Unexcused exams will receive a failing grade (0 points).   
 
NO STUDENT WILL BE PERMITTED TO TAKE THE EXAM AFTER THE FIRST STUDENT HAS FINISHED AND 
SUBMITTED IT TO ME.   
 
FURTHERMORE, TURN OFF ALL ELECTRONIC DEVICES DURING THE EXAM.  IF A STUDENT EVEN TOUCHES ANY 
ELECTRONIC DEVICE, THE STUDENT WILL AUTOMATICALLY FAIL THE EXAM.  Do not test me on this provision.  I, 
sadly, have had to implement it in past terms.  
 
Internet Assignments (100 points (5 @ 20 points each)) 
 
In addition, you are required to complete several Internet assignments across the term.  You should do them as 
they are assigned, since you cannot control for the internet being down, or the site that you must access being 
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temporarily unavailable.  These assignments are designed to make you more familiar with the Internet and the sites 
relevant to the study of the American Presidency.   They are due at THE BEGINNING OF CLASS for each of the due 
dates.  “Beginning of Class” means at 12:30 pm and not one minute later. THIS MEANS IF YOUR ASSIGNMENT IS 
EVEN ONE MINUTE LATE IN BEING SUBMITTED FOR ANY REASON IMAGINABLE, IT WILL BE PENALIZED 
ONE LETTER GRADE PER DAY OR PORTION THEREOF.  ANTICIPATE PROBLEMS AS THEY WILL OCCUR JUST 
AS YOU ARE TRYING TO FINISH YOUR ASSIGNMENT, I ASSURE YOU.  If you come to me with an exotic tale of 
woe about your not submitting on time your assignments, I will nod relatively sympathetically and then point to 
this warning.  Abiding by deadlines, arbitrary as they may be, is part of any professional life. Learn to do it now and 
it will be easier later, I assure you. 
 
Internet assignments must be stapled once in the upper left-hand corner and must bear the name of the student 
author.  I download and print assignments in hard copy.  So assignments submitted via Canvas are not identified 
unless the student’s name appears on the assignment itself.  Assignments not satisfying these requirements will 
be penalized.   
 
Class Participation (50 points) 
 
Class topics are discussed using the Socratic Method.  You are expected to read and prepare for discussions.   Class 
attendance is not mandatory.  However, to insure that the class participation part of your grade accurately reflects your 
attendance, I will take attendance each class period through various methods.  This information is solely for the 
purpose of knowing whether you regularly attended class, even if you are not frequently called on to answer 
questions.  In the event that your final course grade is "borderline" at the end of the semester, students who have 
regularly attended throughout the semester may be given the benefit of the doubt.   Students who regularly miss class 
will find that their exam grades are adversely affected.  The bulk of the material (although not all of it) that appears on 
my exams will be discussed in class.   
 
Daily Survey Completion (50 points:  daily survey) 
 
Your usage of the Canvas course site will be assessed at the end of the term to distribute this portion of the course 
grade.  This includes completing the survey once per lecture day.  Surveys are due by 08:30 am of the following 
lecture day.  If we have lecture on Monday, for example, the survey for that class is due by the following 
Wednesday at 08:30 am.  Days on which we have tests scheduled or days on which there is a University holiday are 
not “lecture days.”  Students should become familiar with all of their fellow colleagues, even those who do not 
speak during every class. Your usage of the Survey tool will be assessed at the end of the term to distribute this 
portion of the course grade.  
 
Specific assignments for you will be announced on the Canvas site. You, thus, must check the site regularly. It is 
made a component of the course so as to facilitate communication between you as members of the class.  You will 
find that your colleagues have similar backgrounds and experiences and that they can be your best allies in making 
it through this course, just as you will discover later in life once you enter the “real world.”   
 
This portion of your grade includes ten (10) percent for the completion of the daily survey, allocated based on the 
proportion of surveys that you complete throughout the term.  Completing the daily surveys is a good way to 
check your comprehension of the day’s material, and it is an easy way to earn points for the final course grade.  
Ignoring them is dangerous to your understanding (and, thus, your final course grade). 
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The following are regulations regarding the daily surveys that must be followed: 
 


• If you do not attend class on a particular day FOR ANY REASON IMAGINABLE, you may NOT 
complete the survey for that day as you cannot logically answer the questions posed. If you 
nevertheless attempt to do so, I will mark it as if you did not. 


 
• Do NOT submit blank responses for the daily survey. Repeated violation of this rule will result in the 


entire class’s being required to send survey responses to me through my UCF email account. Once again, 
past classes have tested me on this and I have been forced to implement this rule, which is quite 
troublesome for instructor and students alike.  


 
• Failing to complete even a small number of the daily surveys will negatively affect your final course 


grade. 
 
Course Point Allocation 


 


Component Weight 


Exam I 100 Points 


Exam II 100 Points 


Exam III  100 Points 


Internet Assgn. 100 Points 


Class Participation 50 Points 


Daily Surveys 50 Points 


TOTAL 500 Points 


 
Grading Scale (as a Percentage of Total Points) 


 


GRADE PERCENTAGE 


A 90-100 


B+ 89-87 


B 86-80 


C+ 79-77 


C 74-70 


D+ 69-67 


D 66-60 


F 59 or less 
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Course Policies (aka My Pet Peeves) 
 
There are several points you should note.  
 
No Excuses 
 
  First, this class operates under a "No-Excuse" policy.  It is incumbent upon you to be responsible for the notes 
given in the unlikely event you miss class.   If you miss class, you NEED NOT inform me about it.  Because this course is 
an upper division class, you will quickly learn that if you intend to pass, you should plan on regularly attending class, 
keeping up with the lecture, and completing the assignments as they are given. 
 
Seating Chart 
 
 Second, shortly after the course begins, I send around a seating chart to facilitate learning names and the 
implementation of the Socratic Method.  Please decide where you would like to sit within the first few days of class. 
You should note that I use the display monitors extensively during lectures.  If you have vision difficulties, please 
situate yourself accordingly. 
 
Accommodations for Physically Challenged Students 
 
 Third, if you are physically challenged, every attempt is made to accommodate your learning needs.  File 
documentation with the Student Disability Service Office and follow its regulations.  This class operates in accordance 
with the Office of Student Disability Services here at the University and federal guidelines governing the Americans 
with Disabilities Act (1990). 
 
Plagiarism and Cheating:  Don’t Let it Happen to You! 
 
 Fourth, please consult the policy regarding plagiarism and cheating which is attached.  Each of you must review the 
University policy on the penalties for plagiarism.  Almost every semester one or more students appropriates the 
published work of someone else, and I have had the unfortunate responsibility of failing those students and seeking 
disciplinary action against them.  You are on notice that I have failed students because they decided to risk their 
academic careers by choosing the easy way out 
 
Caveat Emptor 
 
 Fifth, this is an upper division course.  I expect that you will devote several hours per week outside of class 
studying, reading, and discussing topics introduced in class.  Make no mistake: this is not an easy course.   This is an 
upper-division course with correspondent responsibilities for you.  Just as in a democracy, this class places 
responsibilities on you to be informed and active. Democracy cannot survive without active and engaged citizens. 
Knowledge of the presidency is vital to that endeavor. 
 
Socratic Method as a Pedagogical Modality 
 
 Sixth, class topics are discussed using the Socratic Method.  This means that you are expected to answer questions 
about the text and material that we have covered in class AND TO HAVE THOUGHT ABOUT ITS IMPLICATIONS.  You 
will quickly learn that one of my favorite questions is, “what does that mean?".  You are expected to read and prepare 
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for discussions.  I assume that the reading for the day will be done for the day that it is assigned.  LEARN TO PACE 
YOURSELF ACCORDINGLY!   
 
Respect for Colleagues and Their Comments 
 
 Additionally, you are on notice that this course engages in difficult discussions about our political leaders.  
Hopefully we will have intelligent arguments regarding the concepts involved in the course.  Above all, everyone will 
have the right to express their opinions freely and openly without fear of reprisal from other students or myself. 


 
Attendance 
 
 Seventh, I do not have a mandatory attendance policy as I treat you like adults; that is, it is your responsibility to 
attend class.  If you are absent, you are nonetheless responsible for the material covered in class.  I send around 
attendance sheets at the beginning of each class so I know who has attended class, and so I can gauge your class 
participation even if you do not speak in class.  Persons who are "borderline" in their grades receive the "benefit of the 
doubt" in the final computation of grades if they have frequently attended class.  It is YOUR responsibility to sign the 
attendance sheet.  The sheet is sent around at the beginning of each class.  If you are late, you must see me after class 
to sign it; otherwise I cannot give you the "benefit of the doubt!" 
 
Laptops and Audiotaping  
  
 I prohibit the use of laptops (and other similar electronic devices, such as iPads and e-readers) in class.  
Such devices, while useful in some contexts, represent a barrier between professor and student and actually 
may make student understanding more difficult as students are transformed from learners into typists.  Also, 
other students’ use of laptops may represent a distraction from lecture and class discussion.  If you have 
concerns about this policy, please see me. 
 
 If you have disabilities regarding handwriting notes, I encourage you to tape record the lectures, which is allowed.  
Students who miss class should see me before requesting your notes, and the student who has missed must make all 
reasonable accommodations to meet your scheduling limitations for conducting the exchange.  The student providing 
the notes is not responsible for providing any materials and should not incur any expenses associated with the 
exchange.  Students providing the notes are not required to provide notes for more than three (3) lecture periods that 
have been missed.  If you feel that you are being coerced about providing your notes to someone who is not 
attending class, please see me immediately.  I reserve the right to revoke the privilege of using the above devices.  


 
Extra Credit 
 
 Ninth, throughout the session there may or may not be opportunities for you to earn extra credit points. Prior 
assignments have included pop quizzes on current events and looking up specific questions that other students or 
myself may ask about the subject material.  This extra credit is announced in class on a sporadic basis.  If you miss 
class, you should check with classmates about missed opportunities.  I reserve the right to NOT give you the extra 
credit option should you miss the class period that the extra credit was assigned. All extra credit assignments are due 
the next class period after they have been announced in class. 
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Word Processing Required 
 
 Tenth, all assignments (with the exceptions of exams and quizzes done in class) must be typewritten or word 
processed. THIS INCLUDES THE INTERNET ASSIGNMENTS.  HANDWRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED.  If 
you do not know how to use a computer or word processor, it is strongly recommended that you learn to do so.  If 
you are concerned about this, please see me.  Numerous tutorials are available on campus to assist you.  You should 
allocate enough time for printer cartridges to run dry and dogs to eat papers and computer disks!  You laugh, but trust 
me:   I have heard every excuse in the book!  Late assignments will receive reduced grades at one letter grade per 
calendar day late. 
 
Duplicates of Assignments 
 
 Eleventh, while I have never lost an assignment, I require that you make copies of all work submitted to me in the 
unlikely event that something should happen.  In the event that I should need a copy of the assignment, and you are 
not able to provide it, you cannot receive credit.  Even after I have returned materials to you, please hold on to the 
work until after you have received your grade from the Registrar.  This protects you from any possibility that you might 
receive an erroneous grade. 
 
Technological Tools 
 
 Twelfth, I require that everyone learn how to use e-mail and the technological tools associated with the course.  
They can facilitate your comprehension of the course material.  I have found that this encourages students to  
communicate with me about questions you may have regarding the material discussed in class.   You are responsible 
for any assignments or other information that I distribute on the course’s associated web sites.  If you already have an  
e-mail account (either through the University or a commercial server), please do not sign-up for an additional account, 
but give me your address.  You should check your mail on a regular basis as I post any changes about class 
assignments to your account and/or to course-associated web sites. 
 
Classroom Decorum  
 


• Because it is disruptive to everyone to have students arrive late and/or leave early, you must be on time for 
every class and you are expected to remain in class until the period is completed, unless there are extraordinary 
circumstances (e.g., you are about to become ill on the person in front of you) or you have informed me of your 
urgent need to leave before the period ends.  “Urgent need” does not include job-related responsibilities or 
issues.  How would you act once you manage to find a job in the “real world”? Would you arrive late or leave 
early? Submit assignments and reports late? Act in a disruptive manner? Act professionally now and it will be 
easier to transition later to the professional world.   


 
• Do not talk (even in a whisper) with any of your neighbors.  It disturbs them and it disturbs me.  If you are 


talking, I presume you have a question about the material and I will ask you about it.   
 


• Do not listen to an iPhone, iPod or similar device, read a newspaper or other material not previously 
assigned for class. If you do so, you will be counted ABSENT FOR THE DAY.  Repeated violation of this rule 
will result in a grade of WF or F. 


 
• PLEASE SILENCE YOUR CELL PHONES AND/OR BEEPERS.  Repeated violation of this rule constitutes 


“continuous unruly behavior.”  (See Classroom Decorum Policy No. 5 below). 
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• Continuous unruly behavior will result in a grade of WF or F.  An example of this is the persistent 
discourtesy of talking in class while someone else (including the instructor) is doing so.  The classroom is 
not a living room, in which one talks during a television show.  If you wish to talk, absent yourself from class 
with the appropriate diminution of your class grade. 


 
Time-Sensitive Communications and Assignments 
 


In past semesters, some students have had difficulty submitting assignments to me by the due date and time.  
This difficulty arises, in part, from their reliance on email and other technologies beyond their control.  Accordingly, 
for time-sensitive communications, send me a message through the Canvas Mail tool, contact me on the 
telephone, or see me in person during office hours.  This is especially the case in a summer course. 


 
Best Allies 
 


The professor is not your friend.  He cannot be your friend, as he is charged with the weighty 
responsibility of assessing your understanding of the course material and work in an objective manner.  He may act 
in a courteous, kind and helpful manner, but do not mistake that for friendship.  You will find that your colleagues 
will likely have similar backgrounds and experiences and that they can be your best allies in making it through this 
course, just as you will discover in later life.   
 


Your best allies in helping you make it through this course unscathed are those sitting around you.  
They will help you understand the material better, and you will do the same for them.  By teaching the material to 
fellow students, one begins to truly understand the concepts and ideas discussed.  The learning process begins 
with teaching.   
 
Syllabus NOT a Contract 
 
 Finally, this syllabus is not deemed to be a contract.  I reserve the right to change any of the exam times or 
assignments by providing you with a forty-eight hour notice of such changes.  Such changes are announced in class, 
sent on e-mail, or posted on one of the course-associated web sites.  Therefore, you are responsible for any changes 
that may occur during the course of the session.  If you are late, you should check with your colleagues to be sure you 
did not miss anything.  As such, your absence in class is not deemed a sufficient excuse as to why work is incomplete.  
In the event that the University administration closes school for any reason (e.g., hurricane), any assignments or 
examinations that were scheduled on the day of the canceled class will be due at the next regularly scheduled class 
meeting.        
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TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE, TOPICS AND ASSIGNMENTS 


 
 


PROJECTED DATE/WEEK TOPIC READINGS ASSIGNMENT 
Aug. 24-Aug. 28 Course Requirements and Introduction  


   and Historical Background 
 


Syllabus and  
other docs.  
C&G, Chapts. 1-2 


Self Intro (due by Fri., Aug. 
28 by 12:30 – on Canvas) 


Aug. 31-Sept. 4 Presidential Selection and Presidential  
   Character 
 


C&G, Chapt. 3  


MON., SEPT. 7 *** NO CLASS – 
LABOR DAY HOLIDAY *** 


  


Sept. 7-Sept. 18 Institutional Presidency 
    The Executive Office 
     


C&G, Chapt. 7 
 


Internet Assgn. 1  
(due Wed., Sept. 9 by 12:30) 


Sept. 21-Sept. 25 Institutional Presidency 
     The Congress 
 


C&G, Chapt. 6 Internet Assgn. 2 
(due Wed., Sept. 23 by 12:30) 


Sept. 28-Oct. 2 Institutional Presidency 
    The Supreme Court 
 


C&G, Chapt. 9 
 


 


FRI., OCT. 2 *** TEST I ***   
Oct. 5-Oct. 9 Institutional Presidency  


    The Bureaucracy 
C&G, Chapt. 7  
   (re-read) 


Internet Assgn. 3 
(due Wed., Oct. 7 by 12:30) 


Oct. 12-Oct. 16 Institutional Presidency  
    The Vice Presidency    


C&G, Chapt. 8 
 


 


Oct. 19-Oct. 23 The Public Presidency C&G, Chapt. 2  
   (re-read) 


 


Oct. 26-Oct. 30 The Public Presidency   
     (continued) 


  


FRI., OCT. 30 *** TEST II ***   
Nov. 2-Nov. 6 President as Policy Leader 


      Domestic 
C&G, Chapt. 4 Internet Assgn. 4  


(due Wed., Nov. 4 by 12:30) 
Nov. 9-Nov. 13 President as Policy Leader 


      Economic 
C&G, Chapt. 5  
   (pp. 114-126) 
 


 


WED., NOV. 11 *** NO CLASS – VETERANS DAY ***   
Nov. 16-Nov. 30 President as Policy Leader 


      Foreign 
C&G, Chapt. 5  
   (pp. 126-149) 
K, All 


Internet Assgn. 5 
(due Wed., Nov. 18 by 12:30) 
 
No class Fri., Nov. 27 


Dec. 2-Dec. 7 Catch-Up, Summary and  
     Conclusions 


  


FRI., DEC. 11,  
10:00 AM - 11:15 AM 


*** TEST III ***  NO EXCEPTIONS TO THIS DATE 
AND TIME. DO NOT ASK AS I 
CANNOT GRANT THEM 
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Policy on Cheating and Plagiarism 
 
The Golden Rule: A Handbook for Students (University of Central Florida) defines academic dishonesty as including 
cheating and plagiarism.  Cheating is defined as “unauthorized assistance; communication to another through written, 
visual or oral means.  The presentation of material that has not been studied/learned but obtained through someone 
else’s efforts and used as part of an examination, course assignment or project constitutes a violation.  The 
unauthorized possession or use of examination or course related material may also constitute cheating” (p. 6).  
Plagiarism is defined as the deliberate use of another’s work “without any indication of source, thereby attempting to 
convey the impression that such work is the student’s own.  Any student failing to properly credit ideas or materials 
taken from another is plagiarizing.  Any student who knowingly helps another violate academic behavior standards is 
also in violation of the standards (p.6-7)”. 
 
Normally, the penalty for a violation of this policy is an “F” in the course.    
 


Statement of ADA Compliance 
 
I cooperate with the Office of Student Disability Services to make reasonable accommodations for qualified students 
with disabilities.  Please present your written accommodation request on or before the third class day. 
 
 
[Portions of this policy were adapted from the University of North Texas Department of Political Science Policy on 
Cheating and Plagiarism] 
 
 
 





		Course Description

		Web Resources

		Canvas Site – Course Management Software

		The Course has a Canvas site associated with it. It is an innovative technology that allows the students to interact with each other, post messages to a common bulletin board, take quizzes, and many other tasks that facilitate comprehension of the cou...

		Grading

		No Excuses

		Seating Chart

		Accommodations for Physically Challenged Students

		Plagiarism and Cheating:  Don’t Let it Happen to You!

		Caveat Emptor

		Socratic Method as a Pedagogical Modality

		Respect for Colleagues and Their Comments

		Attendance

		Laptops and Audiotaping

		Extra Credit

		Word Processing Required

		Duplicates of Assignments

		Technological Tools



		Weight

		Component

		TOTAL

		Projected Date/Week

		Aug. 24-Aug. 28

		MON., SEPT. 7

		*** NO CLASS –

		LABOR DAY HOLIDAY ***

		Sept. 7-Sept. 18

		Institutional Presidency

		    The Executive Office

		C&G, Chapt. 7

		Sept. 21-Sept. 25

		Institutional Presidency

		C&G, Chapt. 6

		(due Wed., Sept. 23 by 12:30)

		Sept. 28-Oct. 2

		Institutional Presidency

		    The Supreme Court

		C&G, Chapt. 9

		FRI., OCT. 2

		*** TEST I ***

		Oct. 5-Oct. 9

		Institutional Presidency 

		C&G, Chapt. 7 

		   (re-read)

		Internet Assgn. 3

		(due Wed., Oct. 7 by 12:30)

		Oct. 12-Oct. 16

		Institutional Presidency 

		C&G, Chapt. 8

		Oct. 19-Oct. 23

		The Public Presidency

		C&G, Chapt. 2 

		   (re-read)

		Oct. 26-Oct. 30

		Nov. 2-Nov. 6

		Internet Assgn. 4 

		(due Wed., Nov. 4 by 12:30)

		Nov. 9-Nov. 13

		WED., NOV. 11

		Nov. 16-Nov. 30

		Internet Assgn. 5

		Dec. 2-Dec. 7

		FRI., DEC. 11, 

		10:00 AM - 11:15 AM

		NO EXCEPTIONS TO THIS DATE

		AND TIME. DO NOT ASK AS I CANNOT GRANT THEM










Syllabus  


POS 3424: Congress and the Legislative 


Process  


Fall 2015 


Instructor Contact 


Instructor Nathan Ilderton 


Office 
 302 Howard Phillips Hall (Orlando Campus), 328 


Building 11 (Valencia West Campus) 


Office 


Hours 


 1:00-3:00 Tuesday (Orlando Campus) and 3:00-5:00 


Thursday (Valencia West Campus) or by 


appointment.  During office hours I will be available in 


a chat room to answer questions.  The chat room will be 


available under the "Chat" tab. 


Phone 407-823-2608 


E-mail 


Please contact me via the email function within 


webcourses for all class related emails. Click my profile 


under people and select send message.  If webcourses is 


down you can reach me via my University email: 


Nathan.Ilderton@ucf.edu. 


  


Course Information 


Course Name Congress and the Legislative Process 


Course ID & Section POS 3424 Section DW59 


Credit Hours 3 


Semester/Year Fall 2015 


Location Online 


  


Course Description 


This course is an examination of the politics of the United States Congress. During the semester 


we will examine the election of members of Congress, the legislative process, and the place of 



mailto:Nathan.Ilderton@ucf.edu?subject=POS3424





Congress in the broader context of the American government and democracy. This will mean 


exploring the rules, norms, individuals, and historical events that have shaped the Congress. We 


will also discuss the development of the modern Congress and where it is heading in future. 


Prerequisite: POS 2041 or consent of the instructor. 


Course Objectives 


This course will equip you not only to describe how Congress operates, but analyze why it 


operates in the manner it does. Students will become familiar with the theories posited by 


political scientists to explain congressional process and evaluate the rigor of these theories. At 


the end of the course, students will be better able to understand and analyze political outcomes 


within Congress and in the American political system in general. 


Required Text 


 Roger H. Davidson, Walter J. Oleszek, Francis E. Lee, and Eric Schickler. Congress and 


Its Members, 15
th


 edition (CQ Press) 


 Jacobson, Gary C. The Politics of Congressional Elections, 8
th


 edition. (Pearson 


Longman). 


Course Requirements 


The course is divided into three five week segments (third segment will be six weeks-see course 


schedule). During these periods five modules will be available. You will be required in each 


period to complete four quizzes, participate in one discussion, and complete one internet 


assignment. During the final week of each section an exam will open for you to complete. 


Modules will open on the Monday at the beginning of the first week and close the Sunday after 


the third week at 11:59 pm. 


Missed Assignments/Make-Ups/Extra Credit 


I will not allow missed assignments to be made up without a documented university excused 


absence. If you know ahead of time that you will be unable to complete a module on time please 


inform me prior to the closing time. If you cannot inform me ahead of time, please inform me 


within one business day of the closing of the module either via phone or email. Date and time of 


makeup modules will be determined by the instructor on a case by case basis. I reserve the right 


to change the format and questions of makeup modules at my discretion. 


Evaluation and Grading 


Each module will consist of reading and lecture materials you will be required to read or watch. 


Four of five modules in each segment of the class has a quiz associated with it. Quizzes consist 


of true/false and multiple choice questions. True/false and multiple choice questions will be 







worth one point each. Your quiz grade will be computed by dividing the total points earned 


during the semester by the total points available. Quizzes are listed under the quizzes tab on the 


course menu. 


Each five week segment of the class will include one discussion question in which you will be 


asked to interact with your classmates. Each discussion contribution will be graded on a 10 point 


scale based on the accuracy of the answer to the question posed and the quality of the interaction 


with fellow students. These are listed under the discussions tab of the course menu. 


Each five week segment of the class will include an internet assignment. These will be 


assignments that require you to find or examine materials related to Congress on the web and 


respond to them. These assignments will be graded on a 100 point scale. These will be listed 


under the assignments tab on the course menu. These assignments substitute for quizzes in 


Modules 4, 8, and 11. 


During the fifth week of each segment of the class, an exam will be available which you are 


required to complete. Exams consist of five short answer questions from the material covered in 


the segment. The second and third exams are not cumulative. Exam questions should be 


answered in one or two paragraphs each. Answers should be original (i.e. not cut and pasted 


from course modules).  Exams will open at midnight on the Monday of the final week of the 


segment and close on the following Sunday at 11:59 pm (see course schedule). The third exam 


will take place during the sixth week of the third segment of class. Exams will be listed under the 


quizzes tab. 


Once you begin a quiz, discussion, or internet assignment there is no time limit for it to be 


completed. There is a 60 minute time limit for the completion of exams. Also, be aware that 


you only get one attempt to complete a quiz or exam, i.e. once you start a quiz or exam you 


must complete it. 


Assignments will be weighted in the following manner for calculating the final grade. 


Assignment Percentage of Grade 


Quizzes 20 


Internet Assignments 10 


Discussions 10 


Exam 1 20 


Exam 2 20 


Exam 3 20 


Total 100 


  


Final grades will be awarded according to the following scale. 







Letter Grade Points 


A 90 – 100 


B 80 – 89 


C 70 – 79 


D 60 – 69 


F 59 or below 


  


Student Engagement and Financial Aid 


As of Fall 2014, all faculty are required to document students’ academic activity at the beginning 


of each course. In order to document that you began this course, please complete the syllabus 


quiz by the end of the first week of classes or as soon as possible after adding the course. Failure 


to do so may result in a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid. 


The syllabus quiz is a five question multiple choice quiz and can be found under the "Quizzes" 


tab. The only purpose of the syllabus quiz is to satisfy the financial aid requirement for this class. 


It will not be included in the calculation of your final grade. 


Academic Honesty 


Plagiarism and Cheating of any kind on an examination, quiz, or assignment will result at least in 


an "F" for that assignment (and may, depending on the severity of the case, lead to an "F" for the 


entire course) and may be subject to appropriate referral to the Office of Student Conduct for 


further action. See the UCF Golden Rule for further information. I will assume for this course 


that you will adhere to the academic creed of this University and will maintain the highest 


standards of academic integrity. In other words, don't cheat by giving answers to others or taking 


them from anyone else. I will also adhere to the highest standards of academic integrity, so 


please do not ask me to change (or expect me to change) your grade illegitimately or to bend or 


break rules for one person that will not apply to everyone. 


Disability Statement 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations to all 


persons with disabilities.  This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request.  Students 


who need accommodations must be registered with Disability Services, Student Resource Center 


Room 132, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting 


accommodations from the professor. 


Copyright 



https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1135347/quizzes/1312740

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1135347/quizzes/1312740

http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/





This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, images, text 


materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use doctrine in order to 


enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, download or distribute these 


items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for this online classroom environment and 


your use only. All copyright materials are credited to the copyright holder. 


Third-Party Software and FERPA 


During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or software 


applications sometimes called third-party software such as a blog or wiki. While some of these 


could be required assignments, you need not make any personally identifying information on a 


public site. Do not post or provide any private information about yourself or your classmates. 


Where appropriate you may use a pseudonym or nickname. Some written assignments posted 


publicly may require personal reflection/comments, but the assignments will not require you to 


disclose any personally identity-sensitive information. If you have any concerns about this, 


please contact your instructor. 


  







Schedule 


Modules assignments and exams open at midnight on the open date and close at 11:59pm on the 


close date. 


Weeks Topic Readings Assignments Open Date Close Date 


Part I* 


Weeks 


1-5 


Module 1: Introduction, 


Origins and Development 


of Congress 


Congress and 


Its Members 


Ch. 1-2 


Module 1 Quiz 
August 


24th 


September 


27th 


Module 2: The Electoral 


Connection 
  


Module 2 Quiz 


Electoral 


Connection 


Discussion 


August 


24th 


September 


27th 


Module 3: Congressional 


Elections: Context and 


Candidates 


Jacobson Ch. 


1,2, 3 
Module 3 Quiz 


August 


24th 


September 


27th 


Module 4: Congressional 


Elections: Campaigns 
Jacobson Ch. 4 


Campaign Ads 


Internet Assignment 


August 


24th 


September 


27th 


Module 5: Congressional 


Elections: Voters and 


National Politics 


Jacobson Ch. 


5-6 
Module 5 Quiz 


August 


24th 


September 


27th 


Week 5 Exam 1     
September 


21st 


September 


27th 


Part II 


Weeks 


6-10 


Module 6: Representation 


and an Introduction to 


Lawmaking 


C&M Ch. 5 Module 6 Quiz 
September 


28th 


November 


1st 


Module 7: Parties C&M Ch. 6 Module 7 Quiz 
September 


28th 


November 


1st 


Module 8: Committees C&M Ch.7 
Committees Internet 


Assignment 


September 


28th 


November 


1st 


Module 9: Rules, Norms, 


and Procedures 
C&M Ch.8 


Module 9 Quiz 


House and Senate 


Procedures 


Discussion 


September 


28th 


November 


1st 


Module 10: Roll Call 


Voting 
C&M Ch.9 Module 10 Quiz 


September 


28th 


November 


1st 


Week 


10 
Exam 2     


October 


26th 


November 


1st 


Part III Module 11: Congress and 


the President 
C&M Ch. 10 


Presidential 


Rhetoric Internet 


November 


2nd 


December 


13th 







Weeks 


11-16 


Assignment 


Module 12: Congress and 


the Bureaucracy 
C&M Ch. 11 Module 12 Quiz 


November 


2nd 


December 


13th 


Module 13: Congress and 


the Judiciary 
C&M Ch. 12 Module 13 Quiz 


November 


2nd 


December 


13th 


Module 14: Congress and 


Organized Interests 
C&M Ch. 13 


Module 14 Quiz 


Congress and 


Organized Interests 


Discussion 


November 


2nd 


December 


13th 


Module 15: Congress and 


the Policy Process 


C&M Ch. 14, 


15 
Module 15 Quiz 


November 


2nd 


December 


13th 


Week 


16 
Exam 3     


December 


7th 


December 


13th 


  


Note: All dates and times are subject to change by Dr. Ilderton. Be informed and routinely check 


the Schedule and Class Email or Announcements for any changes or updates. 


*Syllabus quiz for financial aid purposes by end of 1st week of class or as soon as possible after 


adding the class. 


 








INR 4603.0W59 International Relations Theory 


Fall 2015 Syllabus  
 


Instructor Contact 


Instructor  Dr. Joseph Paul Vasquez, III  


Office  305D Howard Philips Hall (main Political Science suite) 


Office 
Hours 


Monday 11:30 AM - 2:00 PM 
Wednesdays 11:30 AM - 1:30 PM  
Friday 11:30 AM -3:00 PM & by appointment  


Phone  407-823-3329 


E-mail  paul.vasquez@ucf.ed 


 


Course Information 


Course Name  International Relations Theory 


Course ID & Section INR 4603, 0W59 


Credit Hours  3 credit hours  


Semester/Year  Fall 2015 


Class meeting time & location Not applicable—class is online


 


Course Description 


Theoretical trends prevalent in the study of international relations will be covered, 
including realism, liberalism, Marxism, feminism, and post-modernism.  In a 
curricular sense, this course can be used to satisfy the Advanced Core 
Requirements for the International and Global Studies Major or Area C 
requirements for the Political Science Major.    
Prerequisite:  INR 2002 or POS 2041 or consent of the instructor.   


Course Objectives 


 Objective One:  help students understand the origins and central tenets of 
 the major theoretical perspectives in the study of international relations,        
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 Objective Two: help students understand the strengths and weaknesses 
 of these theoretical perspectives,    


 Objective Three: help students to improve their skills in the realm of critical 
 thinking and written communication.    


Required Text 


 Paul Viotti and Mark Kauppi.  2011. International Relations Theory.  5th 
Edition. Boston: Pearson-Longman.   


Course Requirements and Grade Table  


A B C D  
Assignments % of 


Final 
Grade 


Assignment Scores* Component 
Score = 


column B 
x 


column C 


Due Date 


Quizzes & 
Information 
Literacy 
Tutorial 


10   See the 
schedule below 


Discussion 
posts 


10   See the 
schedule below  


Midterm 
Exam 


30   10/26  9:00 AM 
to  
10/28  9:00 AM 


Course Paper 20    11/23 9:00 AM 
Final Exam 30   12/9    9:00 AM 


to  
12/11  9:00 AM  


Total  100%  Add each of 
your 
component 
scores to get 
your 
anticipated 
final grade  


 


* Add grades for each type of assignment and divide by the number of grades for 
this task, except for discussion post grades which should be added.   
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Very Important Note: Because Canvas’ gradebook is incapable of doing 
the kind of sophisticated weighting scheme I am using, you should not rely on 
gradebook in Canvas for what it reports as your final course grade. Instead you 
should take the grades for particular assignments and plug them into the grade 
table on the previous page and do the calculations accordingly.  If assignments 
are not yet completed and you are trying to estimate your current course grade 
during the semester, divide your total for column D by the percentage of the final 
grade that has been completed. For example, if you have done everything except 
the final exam, divide your total for column D by 70 since you have only 
completed the assignments equal to 70% of your course grade.  


Quizzes and Information Literacy Tutorial Assessment: These will usually 
include one online multiple choice quiz with one correct answer for each 
question.  These quizzes will usually cover substantive information from each 
module covering any assigned courses materials, including course readings, 
video assignments, simulations from MyPoliSciLab, etc.  Before Module 5 
concludes you will also be expected to complete the UCF Online Information 
Literacy tutorial “Avoiding Plagiarism Using Chicago Manual of Style, 16th 
Edition” and the assessment included in it, which will be counted as a separate 
quiz.  That tutorial should help to improve course paper grades above what they 
would be otherwise and help avoid instances of plagiarism.  If you take the 
assessment associated with it twice, you will receive the average of your two 
scores.    


 Important Note:  As of Fall 2014, all faculty members are required by 
UCF to document students' academic activity at the beginning of each course. In 
order to document that you began this course, you should complete a graded 
syllabus quiz that is due by 11:59 on Friday, August 28 or as soon as possible for 
those who add the course late.  Failure to do so will result in a zero for the 
assignment and a delay in the disbursement of any financial aid (this is a new 
UCF policy and beyond my control).  To do this task, go to the myUCF portal 
(https://my.ucf.edu) and select the Webcourses@UCF button on the left side of 
the screen.  Log in with your NID and NID password, then access the course by 
selecting it in the "Courses" dropdown menu at the top of the page.  From the 
course homepage, click on the Assignments tab to left, then click on Syllabus 
quiz, complete the quiz and submit it before midnight on Friday, August 28.   


Discussion Posts: During each module you are expected to make two (2) kinds 
of online posts:  an initial response post and a follow-up post for each of the 
seven (7) course modules we will be covering.  Initial posts are worth 10 points 
and follow-up posts are worth 5 points for 15 points per module and a total of 105 
points.  These will be graded following the rubric criteria, which everyone should 
read carefully and that can be found in the Syllabus section under the Modules 
tab on our courses’ website on Webcourses@UCF.  The total points you can 
accumulate for discussion posts over the course of the semester will be 
aggregated in accord with the table posted below.     







  


4 
 


Type of Post Number “graded”  x point value Total points   
Initial responses  7 x 10= 70 
Follow-up 
responses 


7 x 5 = 35 


Total Points  7 x 15 105 
 
Timing:  Traffic jams are frustrating whether they are on I-4 or online.  Since 
students are expected to make initial posts and follow-up (or reply) posts to an 
initial post made by another student for each module, it is important that 
everyone not wait until the last minute to make their initial post.  Thus, students 
will be penalized by two points for initial posts if they wait until the day and time 
listed under “Deadline for initial posts partial credit,” which falls at 9:00 AM on the 
last Saturday of each module.  Keep in mind that even though new modules do 
not open until Mondays, you may want to read ahead to facilitate posting early.    
 
 


Discussion Posting Schedule 
Module 
#  


discussion board 
opens at 9:00 
AM on Monday 
(except for 1st 
module when its 
Saturday) 


9:00 AM Friday 
deadline for 


initial posts for 
full credit  


9:00 AM 
Saturday 


deadline for 
initial posts  


partial credit 


9:00 AM 
Monday 


deadline for 
follow-up posts 
to be completed 


1 Aug.  29 Sep.  4 Sep.  5 Sep.  7 
2 Sep.  7 Sep. 25 Sep. 26 Sep. 28 
3 Sep. 28  Oct. 9 Oct. 10 Oct. 12  
4 Oct. 12  Oct.  23 Oct. 24 Oct. 26  
5 Oct. 26 Oct. 30 Oct. 31 Nov.  2 
6 Nov.  2 Nov. 20  Nov. 21 Nov. 23  
7 Nov. 23  Dec. 4 Dec. 5 Dec. 7 


Midterm Exam and Final Exam: These will be multiple choice exams with each 
question having only one correct answer for each question.  The final exam will 
be cumulative, but it will be more heavily weighted to cover material following the 
midterm exam.  


Course paper:  You will write a research paper that explains a particular aspect 
of international relations with reference to a theory presented in class (or 
discussed with the instructor).  Your account should also consider historical 
factors, assesses the political nature of the event, and explain why another 
theoretical explanation is not as effective.  Papers should include five (5) pages 
and at least 1,000 words of text using the Chicago citation style, not including a 
title page and a bibliography/references/work cited page.  While you are welcome 
to include references to your textbook, you must use at least three other sources 
such as books or academic journal articles from the UCF Library’s online 
databases.  Do not use sources from other websites without the instructor’s 
approval.  Be sure to familiarize yourself with the discussion of cheating and 
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plagiarism in this syllabus before starting on this assignment, which includes a 
web link to familiarize you with you how to properly cite evidence using Chicago 
style.      


This assignment will be graded in accord with the following distribution of credit.   
 
Mechanics of writing                  20% 
Application of concepts                  40% 
Clear and logical analysis         30% 
Organization of paper                   10% 
                    100% 


Typically most students lose points on papers for me because of mechanical 
flaws in their writing (grammar, punctuation, unclearly worded sentences, etc.).   
Poor performance in this regard could lower your paper grade by as much as 20 
points.  Also, students have a tendency to lose points for failing to use evidence 
to support their arguments by appropriately citing scholarly sources, so you 
should consult the section below on academic dishonesty for details on how to 
avoid plagiarism.  For example, I deduct one point for missing words or marks of 
punctuation, two points for sentence fragments or run-on sentences and five 
points for each failure to appropriately cite sources.  Thus, you should take steps 
to minimize those kinds of flaws in your writing, including becoming familiar with 
Chicago style using the literacy tutorial referenced in the Academic Honesty 
section below.  Hopefully, these standards will help you to develop sound writing 
skills that will help you not only when applying for jobs or further educational 
opportunities, but once you secure those opportunities.   


Missed Assignments/Make-Ups/No Extra Credit:  Quizzes are due by dates 
outlined in the syllabus and may not be made-up.  Make-up exams may be given 
without penalty in instances when students have a verifiable medical, funeral or 
official UCF excuse.  When no such excuse exists students will be allowed to 
take exams late, but they will be penalized by the number of points missed by the 
student who performed worst during the regular exam period out of fairness to all 
students who took the exam on time and to discourage cheating.  Late papers 
will be penalized 10% for each full calendar day they are late, up to as much as 
30%.  I do not plan to offer extra credit for this course, so please insure that you 
direct your energies accordingly.    


Grading Scale  


Letter Grade  Points  


A  93 – 100 points 


A-  90 – 92 points  


B+  87 – 89 points  
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B  83 – 86 points  


B-  80 – 82 points  


C+  77 – 79 points  


C  73 – 76 points  


C-  70 – 72 points  


D+  67 – 69 points  


D  63 – 66 points  


D-  60 – 62 points  


F  59 and below  


 


Communicating with the Instructor Online:  This document was created to 
empower you to answer many questions on your own as responsible and 
maturing learners.  If you have questions that are not answered by this 
document, do not hesitate to contact the instructor by email.  However, if you 
email questions that are easily answered within this document, do not be 
surprised if you get a reply encouraging you to “Keep calm and read your 
syllabus.”     Communicate online with the instructor using either his UCF email 
address (Paul.Vasquez@ucf.edu) or using the email feature within Webcourses 
rather than replying to postings under the Announcements tab, as he can 
respond to emails much more quickly.  Check the class announcements in 
Webcourses several times each week for any changes or updates from Dr. 
Vasquez.     


Academic Honesty 


Do not cheat as this clearly violates the UCF Golden Rule Student Handbook 
and violates several aspects of the UCF Creed.  Unless otherwise specified by 
the instructor (such as on team quizzes), your work must be your own. Cheating 
can come in different forms, including plagiarism.  Plagiarism in its most blatant 
form is when writers use other people's words or ideas and do not give them 
credit.  Since you should complete the UCF Online Information Literacy tutorial 
“Avoiding Plagiarism Using Chicago Manual of Style, 16th Edition” before the end 
of Module 5, you should clear understand my expectations for your term papers.  
Use parenthetical citations with authors names, year and page numbers (when 
appropriate) in your discussion posts to give credit for direct quotes, paraphrased 
quotes, or borrowed ideas. Feel free to discuss readings and ideas with fellow 
students, but if you use their ideas, please reference them accordingly. Do not 
copy or use papers or sections of papers from the web or other sources.   
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Use parenthetical citations with authors names, year and page numbers (when 
appropriate) in your discussion posts to give credit for direct quotes, paraphrased 
quotes, or borrowed ideas. Feel free to discuss readings and ideas with fellow 
students, but if you use their ideas, please reference them accordingly. Do not 
copy or use papers or sections of papers from the web or other sources.  Not 
only do I assume that all students in this class could write a better term paper 
than the junk sold on the Internet, but I also use Turnitin.com to help determine 
paper originality. If I determine that there has been an instance of unambiguous 
academic dishonesty in the course, I will inform you of my concern and report the 
violation to Office of Student Rights and Responsibilities.  At the end of the 
semester, a letter grade of Z, indicating academic dishonesty, will precede the 
letter grade earned.  For more information about the Z grades and the process 
for appealing such a finding, please consult the following website: 
http://integrity.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade.  Particular assignments on which 
unambiguous cheating occurs will be penalized with an F (0 points).       


Copyright 


This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video 
clips, images, text materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the 
Fair Use doctrine in order to enhance the learning environment. Please do not 
copy, duplicate, download or distribute these items. The use of these materials is 
strictly reserved for this online classroom environment and your use only. All 
copyright materials are credited to the copyright holder. 


Third-Party Software and FERPA 


During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services 
and/or software applications sometimes called third-party software such as a 
blog or wiki. While some of these could be required assignments, you need not 
make any personally identifying information on a public site. Do not post or 
provide any private information about yourself or your classmates. Where 
appropriate you may use a pseudonym or nickname. Some written assignments 
posted publicly may require personal reflection/comments, but the assignments 
will not require you to disclose any personally identity-sensitive information. If you 
have any concerns about this, please contact your instructor.	


Academic Support Services 


Student Academic Resource Center (SARC) (Phillips Hall, Room 113/ (407) 823-
5130):  If you have trouble succeeding in this class and comprehending the 
material, you might benefit from contacting this office for assistance with 
improving your study skills.  


UCF Counseling Center (Building #27/ (407) 823-2811):  Students experiencing 
challenges, including, but by no means limited to stress, anxiety, or depression, 
that are hindering their ability to be the best they can be should contact this office 
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for help.  There is absolutely no shame in getting help so that you can attempt to 
live up to your true potential.   


Disability Statement:  The University of Central Florida is committed to providing 
reasonable accommodations for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus is 
available in alternate formats upon request. Students with disabilities who need 
accommodations in this course must contact the professor at the beginning of the 
semester to discuss needed accommodations. No accommodations will be 
provided until the student has met with the professor to request 
accommodations. Students who need accommodations must be registered with 
Student Disability Services, Student Resource Center Room 132, phone (407) 
823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting 
accommodations from the professor. 


University Writing Center:  The University Writing Center (UWC) offers writing 
support to UCF students from first-year to graduate in every discipline. Trained 
peer consultants provide help at every stage of the writing process, including 
understanding assignments, researching, drafting, revising, incorporating 
sources, and learning to proofread and edit. The UWC’s purpose is not merely to 
fix papers or to make better writers, but to teach writers’ strategies to navigate 
complex situations for writing, both in and outside the University. Consultations 
are available for individuals and small groups. To make the best use of the UWC, 
visit far enough before your due dates to allow yourself time to revise after your 
consultation, browse the writing resources on our website, and arrange a regular 
weekly appointment if you’d like long-term help. You may schedule a 45-minute 
appointment by phone or by using the TutorTrac scheduler on our website; walk-
in consultations are also available. The main location is in Colbourn 105 with 
satellite locations in the Main Library, Rosen Library & Online.  They can be 
reached at 407-823-2197 or http://uwc.cah.ucf.edu/. In addition, the UWC seeks 
graduate and undergraduate tutors from all majors; contact the UWC to learn 
more about peer writing consulting and ENC 4275/5276: Theory & Practice of 
Tutoring Writing, our three-credit tutor-education course. 


Course	Schedule	
Time 


Frame 
Topic Assignments 


Open & close 
dates  


Aug. 24 - 
Aug. 28 
or ASAP 


Syllabus Syllabus Quiz  8/24     9 AM 
&  
8/28 11:59 
AM (or ASAP 
for late 
enrollees) 


Aug. 24- 
Sep. 7 


Module 1:  Theoretical Overview 


Chapter 1. Thinking About IR Theory 


Discussion 
Quiz 
 


8/24    9 AM  
&  
9/7      9 AM  
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Sep. 7- 
Sep. 28 


Module 2:  Realism   


Chapter 2. Realism 


Discussion 
Quiz 
 


9/7      9 AM  
&  
9/28    9 AM  


Sep. 28- 
Oct. 12 


Module 3: Liberalism   


Chapter 3. Liberalism


Discussion 
Quiz   
 


9/28     9 AM  
&  
10/12    9 AM 


Oct. 12- 
Oct. 26 


Module 4:  Economic 
Structuralism    


Chapter 4. Economic Structuralism


Discussion 
Quiz 
 


10/12    9 AM 
&   
10/26    9 AM 


Oct. 26 - 
Oct. 28 


 Midterm 
Exam 


10/26    9 AM 
&  
10/28    9 AM 


Oct. 26- 
Nov. 2 


Module 5:  The English School  


Chapter 5. The English School 


Discussion 
Quiz   
Information 
Literacy  
Tutorial


10/26   9 AM  
&  
11/2     9 AM 


Nov. 2- 
Nov. 23 


Module 6:  Interpretive 
Understandings 


PART II. INTERPRETIVE 
UNDERSTANDINGS  
Chapter 6. Constructivist Understandings 
Chapter 7. Positivism, Critical Theory, and 
Postmodern Understandings 
Chapter 8. Feminist Understandings in IR 
Theory 


Discussion 
Quiz 
Course 
Paper 


11/2    9 AM   
&  
11/23   9 AM 


Nov. 23-  
Dec. 7 


Module 7:  Normative Theory  


Chapter 9. Normative IR Theory


Discussion 
Quiz 
 


11/23   9 AM  
&  
12/7     9 AM 


Dec. 9 – 
Dec. 11  


 Final Exam 12/9      9 AM 
to              
12/11    9 AM 
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Other	important	Dates:	
Event   Date


Drop/swap deadline  Thursday, Aug. 27, 11:59 P.M. 
Add deadline  Friday, Aug. 28, 11:59 P.M. 
Withdrawal deadline  Tuesday, Nov.  2, 11:59 P.M.  


General	procedures	for	each	module	(more	details	will	be	
provided	with	each	module	as	it	is	released)	


Activities/Assignments:	
1.  Text:   Read and take notes over the assigned reading. 


 


2. Online Materials:  Do the assigned online assignments, including watching the 


instructor videos. 


 


3. Discussion posting:  


a. You will be given questions related to the required activities for each 


module that you will need to answer in the form of a discussion post to a 


particular discussion group to which you will be automatically be 


assigned at the beginning of the semester.  To post your input for the 


module, go to the Discussions Tool and post your answers to the 


questions assigned for the module that corresponds with the time frame 


denoted above in the schedule (for more detailed guidance on this 


process, please see the Discussion Postings Participation Protocol and 


Grading Rubric).  


b.  Typically, you will be able to start on this assignment as of 9:00 A.M., on 


the first Monday in each module, and initial posts must be completed by 


9:00 A.M., on the last Saturday of the module.  Please note, however, 


that discussion groups will not be determined until after the 


drops/swap/add deadline, which means that it will be impossible to post 


discussion posts for the first module until 9:00 A.M on Saturday, August 


29.   


c. Take note that everyone must post a follow‐up response to at least one 
other student by the end time for the assignment in to receive credit for 
doing a reply, which is why everyone must make their initial post before 
9:00 A.M. on the final Saturday during each module.  To post your 
response, go to the Discussions Tab in the course navigation menu and 
post your response to one of the answers from a fellow classmate in your 
discussion group that has not already been the subject of a reply for the 
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blog title that corresponds to the topic of each module (for more detailed 
guidance on this process, please see the Discussion Postings 
Participation Protocol and Grading Rubric).  Usually you will be able to 
start on this assignment once one of your group members has posted an 
answer (that has not already been replied to by another member of your 
group) after 9:00 A.M., on the first Monday of a new module and it must 
be completed by 9:00 A.M., on the Monday that ends each module.  
Remember, however, that discussion groups will not be determined until 
after the drops/swap/add deadline available, which means that it will be 
impossible to post discussion posts for the first module until 9:00 A.M. on 
Saturday, August 29. 
 


4. Quiz: Go to the Assignments Tool and complete the quiz for each module 


between 9:00 A.M., on the first Monday of each module and 9:00 A.M., on the 


last Monday of each module.  This quiz is based on topics related to this 


module’s content.   You have one attempt and usually 15 minutes to complete 


this quiz.  


 


 








 
 


 


POS2041– American National Government 
 


Department of Political Science 
College of Sciences, University of Central Florida 


 


Syllabus 
 


Instructor Information Course Information 


Instructor Dr. Annabelle Conroy Term: Fall 2015 


Office: HPH302R Section: 0602 


Phone (407) 823-2659 Credits: 3 


E-mail annabelle.conroy@ucf.edu  
Class Time: Tuesdays & Thursdays 


12:00 – 1:15PM 


Office hours: 


Tuesday: 10:00-12:00 PM 


Wednesday: 10:30 AM – 12:30 PM 


Thursday: 10:00 – 12:00 PM 


Classroom: ENG1 0227 


 
 


 


Course Overview  
 
POS2041-American National Government has been designed to provide a comprehensive 
introduction to the concepts and issues of the United States government. As such, it examines 
the structure, philosophy, accomplishments and failings of the American government. Students 
will examine and analyze why the American political system operates as it does, who wins and 
who loses in the process and why this system endures. 
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Course Objectives  
 
The main objectives of this course are: 
1. To provide students with a comprehensive introduction to the American system of 


government. 
2. To provide students with an understanding of the ways in which the various branches of the 


government, as well as other political actors, operate in the context of the American 
political institutions and processes. 


3. To show how the main political actors and institutions have changed over time. 
4. To develop key skills required for the successful study of political science and for the 


graduate job market. 
5. To provide students with the tools to become active and engaged citizens and to have the 


ability to make informed political decisions. 
 


By the end of the course students should: 
 
1. Have a thorough knowledge of American political institutions and processes. 
2. Be able to describe and account for the ways in which the various political actors interact 


with other key actors in the American political system. 
3. Understand the role of each one of the branches of government. 
4. Grasp the ways in which the American political system has evolved over time. 
 


 


Course Prerequisites 
 
This is an introductory course and, thus, there are no prerequisites for this course. 


 


Required Texts and Materials 
 
 


Ginsberg, Benjamin et al (2014): We the People.  Tenth Essentials Edition. 
New York: W.W. Norton & Company. ISBN: 978-0-393-93705-3.   
 
This textbook is available for sale in paperback form at the UCF Bookstore 
and as an ebook but it can also be rented (see www.amazon.com, for 
example). 
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Format of the Course 
 
This course will consist of a combination of lectures, class discussions, individual research and 
short in-class writing assignments.  Each week I will post one or more questions which you 
should consider and prepare for that week's discussion.  The questions, readings and 
assignments for each week can be found on the modules for each week.  To see which module 
corresponds to each week, please consult the class schedule. 
 


 
 


Grading 
 
The final grade will be calculated on a scale of 0-100 and it will have the following components: 
 


Component Points 


Protocol Points 5 


First Exam 20 


Second Exam 20 


Final Project 25 


Final Examination 30 


Total 100 


 


Protocol Points:  
 
Protocol points are points that are given to you at the beginning of the course and will remain 
with you as long as you observe and abide by the class protocols and the UCF student code of 
conduct.  In other words, you start off with 5 points and you will only lose some or all of them if 
you somehow violate any of the protocols set forth in the syllabus.  
 
You can lose protocol points if you do any of the following: 


1. Use rude, disrespectful, intimidating or unprofessional language in any communication 
or discussion assignment in this course.   


2. Violate the ethics standards set forth by UCF (see http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/).   
3. Repeatedly arrive late to class. 
4. Fail to turn off or turn to silent your cellphone or other electronic device during the 


class. 
5. Fail to observe the protocols set forth in this syllabus. 
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Examinations 
There will be 3 examinations in this course. The first two exams will be worth 20 points. The 
final examination will be cumulative and will be worth 30 points.  You must take all three 
exams. Failure to take any of the exams will result in a grade of "F" for the entire course. Also, 
please come to the exams on time.  Students who arrive after the first student to complete an 
exam has left the room, will not be permitted to take the exam.  In this case, the student will 
have to reschedule the exam since the instructor will have to make up a whole different exam.  
 
As with any other course, I urge you not to fall behind on the readings. Each week we will be 
covering a lot of new information and if you do not keep up, it can become overwhelming the 
day before the exam. In addition, keep in mind that the final examination will be cumulative. 
 
In case of a serious extenuating circumstance that prevents the student from taking any of the 
exams, the student is responsible for contacting the instructor before the examination. In 
addition, the student is responsible for providing valid and convincing medical documentation. 
Please note that the form of any makeup examination may be different from that administered 
to the rest of the class (i.e. It will be in essay form, not multiple-choice). 
 
Final Project 
The final project will have two components: a research paper (20 points) and a presentation (5 
points).  The rubric and instructions for the project can be found on the class Webcourses 
section.  This project can be done individually or in a group. 
 
Please take note of the following course stipulations: 


• There will be no extra credit assignments.   
• Late assignments will not be accepted unless valid medical documentation is presented 


and only when arrangements have been made before the due date.  Make-up 
assignments will have a different format than those assigned to the rest of the class. 


• Make sure to check the “Grades” section in Webcourses often. Please be aware that no 
grade will be changed 2 weeks after the grade for a particular assignment has been 
posted. 


• If you have a particular concern about a grade received, you need to make an 
appointment with me and bring specific points which you wish to address. Keep in mind 
that if you ask me to read the disputed assignment/test again, your grade may go up or 
down. 


• Please do come and see me if you are having trouble understanding a topic or concept. 
Also, I encourage you to ask questions during class if something is not clear. 


 
The grade distribution for the course will be as follows: 







 


Points Letter Grade 


93-100 A   


90-92 A- 


87-89 B+ 


83-86 B   


80-82 B- 


77-79 C+ 


73-76 C 


70-72 C- 


67-69 D+ 


63-66 D 


60-62 D- 


0-59 F 


 
In general, grades for each assignment will appear one week after the submission deadline.  
Mistakes can be made while entering the grades, so you are responsible for monitoring your 
grades and making sure that they are accurate.  You have two weeks after the grades are 
posted to challenge or request a correction to your grades.  After this time, grades become 
final.   
 
If you wish to challenge your grade you must make an appointment with the professor and 
present the evidence to show that your grade is incorrect.  Keep in mind that if a review has to 
be made of your grade, the grade can go up or down depending on the review. 
 


Grade Dissemination 
 


Graded tests and materials in this course will be returned individually only by request. You can 
access your scores at any time by logging into your course through Webcourses. Please note 
that scores returned mid-semester are unofficial grades.  


Grades of "Incomplete":  
 


The current university policy concerning incomplete grades will be followed in this course. 
Incomplete grades are given only in situations where unexpected emergencies prevent a 
student from completing the course and the remaining work can be completed the next 







semester. Your instructor is the final authority on whether you qualify for an incomplete. 
Incomplete work must be finished by the end of the subsequent semester or the “I” will 
automatically be recorded as an “F” on your transcript. 


 
 


Course Policies: Technology and Media 
 
Webcourses: Webcourses is an online course management system (accessed 
through my.ucf.edu and then the "Online Course Tools" tab) which will be used as a medium for 
turning in assignments and a forum for communicating with your professor. The Webcourses 
site will have up-to-date information on topics, class assignments, schedule and so on.  In 
addition, each class module will include useful tools for exam preparation and to add to the 
material presented in class.  My recommendation is to check Webcourses regularly for updates. 
 
Email: In this class our official mode of communication is through email located inside 
Webcourses. All communication between student and instructor and between student and 
student should be respectful and professional. It is the student's responsibility to check 
Webcourses frequently. You may also wish to create a Knight's Email account 
at www.knightsemail.ucf.edu for separate official communication from the university. If for any 
reason you cannot log into Webcourses, you may use my office email address which is: 
Annabelle.conroy@ucf.edu.  You may also call or come to my office (information provided 
above). 
 
Electronic devices: Laptops, tablets and cell phones may not be used during class.  Please make 
sure that they are all either turned off or set to “silent” during class. A violation of this request 
may result in loss of protocol points. 
 


 


Course Policies: Student Expectations 
 
Diversity and Inclusion:   The University of Central Florida considers the diversity of its 
students, faculty, and staff to be a strength and critical to its educational mission. UCF expects 
every member of the university community to contribute to an inclusive and respectful culture 
for all in its classrooms, work environments, and at campus events. Dimensions of diversity can 
include sex, race, age, national origin, ethnicity, gender identity and expression, intellectual and 
physical ability, sexual orientation, income, faith and non-faith perspectives, socio-economic 
class, political ideology, education, primary language, family status, military experience, 
cognitive style, and communication style. The individual intersection of these experiences and 
characteristics must be valued in our community. 
 
Title IX prohibits sex discrimination, including sexual misconduct, sexual violence, sexual 
harassment, and retaliation. If you or someone you know has been harassed or assaulted, you 
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can find resources available to support the victim, including confidential resources and 
information concerning reporting options 
at www.shield.ucf.edu and http://cares.sdes.ucf.edu/. 
 
If there are aspects of the design, instruction, and/or experiences within this course that result 
in barriers to your inclusion or accurate assessment of achievement, please notify the instructor 
as soon as possible and/or contact Student Accessibility Services. 


 
Disability Access: The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable 
accommodations for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats 
upon request. Students who need accommodations must be registered with Student Disability 
Services, Ferrell Commons Room 185, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-
2116, before requesting accommodations from the professor. 
 
Attendance and Participation Policy:  Participation is a very important requirement of the 
course, since it is only by exchanging ideas that we can deepen our understanding of the 
material covered and of the different interpretations and possible solutions to the issues raised. 
Thus, students are expected to have done the readings before coming to class and to come 
prepared with any questions or issues they want to raise.  
 
Students are allowed 3 absences during the term unless, of course, there is a valid medical or 
emergency reason that prevents them from coming to class. If this is the case, students are 
responsible for presenting supporting documentation. Each additional absence beyond the 3 
allowed absences will be penalized by the loss of 5 points.  Please keep in mind also that 
repeated late arrivals will result in loss of attendance and participation points. 
 
Professionalism Policy:  Per university policy and classroom etiquette; mobile phones, iPods, 
etc. must be silenced during all classroom and lab lectures. Those not heeding this rule will be 
asked to leave the classroom/lab immediately so as to not disrupt the learning environment 
and will lose protocol points. Please arrive on time for all class meetings. Students who 
habitually disturb the class by talking, arriving late, etc., and have been warned may suffer a 
reduction in their final class grade.  
 
Academic Conduct Policy: Academic dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated. If you are 
uncertain as to what constitutes academic dishonesty, please consult The Golden Rule, the 
University of Central Florida's Student Handbook (http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/) for 
further details.  As in all University courses, The Golden Rule Rules of Conduct will be applied.  
Violations of these rules will result in a record of the infraction being placed in your file and 
receiving a zero on the work in question AT A MINIMUM.  At the instructor’s discretion, you 
may also receive a failing grade for the course.  Confirmation of such incidents can also result in 
expulsion from the University 
 
Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating:  UCF faculty members have a responsibility for 
your education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to prevent unethical behavior and 



http://www.shield.ucf.edu/

http://cares.sdes.ucf.edu/





when necessary respond to infringements of academic integrity. Penalties can include a failing 
grade in an assignment or in the course, suspension or expulsion from the university, and/or a 
"Z Designation" on a student's official transcript indicating academic dishonesty, where the final 
grade for this course will be preceded by the letter Z. For more information about the Z 
Designation, see http://z.ucf.edu/. 
 
Turinitin.com: In this course we will utilize turnitin.com, an automated system which 
instructors can use to quickly and easily compare each student's assignment with billions of 
web sites, as well as an enormous database of student papers that grows with each submission.  
 
Accordingly, you will be expected to submit some assignments in electronic format. After the 
assignment is processed, as instructor I receive a report from turnitin.com that states if and 
how another author’s work was used in the assignment. For a more detailed look at this 
process visit http://www.turnitin.com.   
Class ID: 10430036 
password: POS20410602 
 
University Writing Center: The University Writing Center (UWC) is a free resource for UCF 
undergraduates and graduates. At the UWC, a trained writing consultant will work individually 
with you on anything you're writing (in or out of class), at any point in the writing process from 
brainstorming to editing. Appointments are recommended, but not required. For more 
information or to make an appointment, visit the UWC website at http://www.uwc.ucf.edu, 
stop by MOD 608, or call 407.823.2197. 


 
Religious Observances: Students who anticipate the necessity of being absent from class due to 
the observation of a major religious observance must provide notice of the date(s) to the 
instructor, in writing, by the second week of class.  If any assignment falls on a day in which you 
observe a religious holiday, it is your responsibility to notify the instructor by the end of the 
second week of class.  In addition, it is your responsibility to make alternative arrangements for 
completing that particular assignment. 
 
 
 
 
 
Make sure you read the syllabus in its entirety before proceeding with 
the course. By proceeding with the course, you are implicitly agreeing 
to be bound by all the conditions set forth in the syllabus. 
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Course Schedule 
 
Date Topic Assignments/Notes 


 
 


Part I: Foundations 
 
Week 1:    8/24  Introduction: The Citizen and Government Complete Module  1 
Week 2:    8/31  The Founding and the Constitution Complete Module  2 
Week 3:    9/9*  Federalism Complete Module  3 
Week 4:    9/14  Civil Liberties and Civil Rights Complete Module  4 
 


Part II: Politics 
 
Week 5:    9/21 Public Opinion First Exam: Tuesday 


9/22 
Complete Module  5 


Week 6:    9/28 The Media Complete Module  6 
Week 7:    10/5 Political Parties, Participation, and Elections Complete Module  7 
Week 8:    10/12 Interest Groups Complete Module  8 
 


Part III: Institutions 
 
Week 9:    10/19 Congress Complete Module  9 
Week 10:  10/26 The Presidency Complete Module  10 
Week 11:  11/2 Bureaucracy Second Exam: 


Tuesday 11/3 
Complete Module  11 


Week 12:  11/9* The Federal Courts Complete Module  12 
Week 13:  11/16 Domestic Policy Complete Module  13 
Week 14:   11/23 Foreign Policy Complete Module  14 
Week 15:  11/30 Final Project Presentations Final Project Due: 


Tuesday, Dec 1 (12:00 
pm).  


Week 16:   12/7 
 


 
Final Exam Week 


Final Exam: Thursday, 
December 10, 2015 
10:00 AM – 12:50 PM 
Exam will be in the 
usual classroom.   


 
* No school on Thursday, September 10, Thursday, November 26 (Veterans Day) 





		Syllabus

		Course Overview

		Course Objectives

		Course Prerequisites

		Required Texts and Materials

		Format of the Course

		Grading

		Protocol Points:

		Grade Dissemination

		Grades of "Incomplete":



		Course Policies: Technology and Media

		Course Policies: Student Expectations



		Course Schedule
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UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL FLORIDA 


CPO 3103-0001: COMPARATIVE POLITICS 


FALL 2015 


 


Professor: Myunghee Kim                Office: HPH311f 


Class: TTh 10:30 – 11:45 am         Office Hours: TTh 2:00 – 4:00 pm 


Credit hours: 3            (& by appointment) 


Class Room: CL1 120         


E-mail: Myunghee.kim@ucf.edu      Office Phone: x36247 


CPO 3103 introduces comparative politics as a subfield of political science.  This course is 


designed to develop the understandings and skills to major or minor in political science by 


examining the world’s different political systems.  Two main objectives are: 1) understandings of 


fundamental concepts in major four aspects of political science – structural, historical-cultural, 


behavioral, and global aspects; 2) comparisons of the major aspects of liberal democratic and 


non-democratic ideologies, political economic features of democratic and authoritarian regimes, 


key institutions, political parties, interest groups, political issues, and cleavages.  


 


REQUIREMENTS 


 


Readings 


 


O’Neil, Patrick H.  Essentials of Comparative Politics. 4th Edition. New York: W. W. Norton, 


2013 (ISBN: 978-0-393-91278-4). 


 


All other reserved readings, articles, and chapters of various books are listed from page 4 in this 


syllabus.  


 


Examinations 


 


Four examinations are required for this course.  The midterm examination is 20 percent each and 


the final examination is 25 percent of your total grade.  The midterm examination will be held on 


September 24, October 22, and November 17 during the class.  The final examination will follow 


the University schedule (http://www.registrar.sdes.ucf.edu/calendar/exam/).  The details on 


examinations will be discussed during the class.  Without instructor’s prior permission to a 


specific student, there will be no make-up examinations. 


 


Assignment/Quiz 


 


Homework assignments for information/data gathering or quizzes will be given during classes. 


Five percent of the total grade is assigned for the miscellaneous assignments.  
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Attendance 


 


Students in this course are required to be present in the class.  In each class, participants have to 


follow the readings to contribute group discussion and debates as well as to submit the 


assignments.  Attendance consists of 10 percent of your total grade.  The 10 percent is divided by 


the number of total classes during the semester, thereby equally weighing each class.  If a student 


has to be absent a class, it is the person’s responsibility to provide an appropriate (official) 


document.  Without official documents, the absence will be deducted from your grade. 


 


FINAL GRADE 


 


In sum, your grade will be determined by: 


midterm exams 60% (each 20%), 


final exam 25%, 


attendance 10%, 


quiz and assignment 5% 


 


100-90 A; 89-80 B; 79-70 C; 69-60 D; lower than 60 F 


 


FINANCIAL AID 


 


As of Fall 2015, all faculty members are required to document students’ academic activity at the 


beginning of each course. In order to document that you began this course, please complete the 


following academic activity by the end of the first week of classes, or as soon as possible after 


adding the course, but no later than August 28. Failure to do so will result in a delay in the 


disbursement of your financial aid. 


 


(These activities must be completed by students: quiz, follow the readings based on our schedule 


on this syllabus.) 
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POLICIES 


 


 Follow the Golden Rule. 


 Any disruptive and disrespectful behavior to me and to other participants will result in an F or 


administrative withdrawal. Be professional, courteous and sensitive to the rights of others. 


 Raise your hand and ask to be recognized.  Do not interrupt. 


 Late submissions are discouraged. Assignments submitted after the due date will be penalized 


by a deduction of one letter grade, and the deduction is cumulated by each class day. No work 


will be accepted more than a week after the deadline. 


 Plagiarism, the purposeful or accidental use of source material by other writers without giving 


appropriate credit, is a crime! If any indication of plagiarism is shown in a participant’s 


assignment, the participant will receive an F for the assignment. 


 No extra credit assignments will be permitted. 


 Do not miss quizzes and exams. Without instructor’s prior permission to a specific student 


and without official documents, there will be no make-up examinations. 


 You will not be permitted to take the exam if you arrive more than fifteen minutes after the 


beginning of an exam or after the first student has finished. 


 Do not miss documentaries. I do not lend documentaries to a student. 


 Homework assignment or paper as a form of e-mail attachment is not accepted. 


 Homework, if it is given, should be type-written and stapled. 


 Do not be late for class. If you are late, it is your responsibility to inform me at the end of the 


class. Otherwise, it will be regarded as absence. 


 If you need to leave earlier, inform me at the beginning of the class. Otherwise, it can be 


regarded as absence. 


 Tape recording and videotaping are NOT allowed without instructor’s permission in advance. 


 Turn off your cell phone and other electronic devices (including headsets and i-pod). You are 


NOT allowed to answer your phone calls or to send text messages during the class meeting 


time. 


 Laptop computer is not allowed. 


 I often communicate via e-mail, e.g., changes of schedule, announcement, etc. Thus, pay 


attention to the e-mail messages from me. It is your responsibility to manage your e-mail 


account. 


 Students who add this class later have a full responsibility to catch up with materials and 


announcement that they missed.  


 An individual who is not enrolled in this course is not allowed to be in the classroom during 


the class time. 


 The instructor reserves the right to adjust the syllabus in the course of the semester/session. 


 
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all 


persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students who 


need accommodations must be registered with Student Disability Services, Ferrell Commons Room 


185, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting 


accommodations from the professor (Please notify me no later than the end of the first week of class 


concerning any academic accommodations you will need). 
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TENTATIVE SCHEDULE 


 


Day 1 (August 25). Introduction 


Introduction to the course.  Review Syllabus. 


 


Day 2 (August 27). Basics of Politics and Political Science 


Reading: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 1 “Introduction” (pp. 2-6) 


 


Days 3 and 4 (September 1, 3). Analyzing Politics, Comparative Methods 


Readings: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 1 “Introduction” (pp. 6-10) 


Choose one from the following 


 Hoover, Kenneth, and Todd Donovan.  The Elements of Social Scientific Thinking.  11th 


Edition. Boston: Wadsworth/Cengage Learning, 2013. (Ch. 2 “The Elements of Science,” 


pp. 12-39). 


 King, Gary, Robert R. Keohane, and Sidney Verba.  Designing Social Inquiry: Scientific 


Inference in Qualitative Research.  Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1994.  Ch. 


1 “The Science in Social Science” (pp. 3-33). 


 


Day 5 (September 8). Development of Comparative Politics    
Readings: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 1 “Introduction” (pp. 11-25) 


 


Day 6 (September 10). Development of State 


Reading: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 2 “States” (pp. 26-40) 


 


Days 7 and 8 (September 15, 17). State Power 


Reading: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 2 “States” (pp. 40-54) 


 


Day 9 (September 22). Nations, Society, Ideology 


Reading: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 3 “Nations and Society” (pp. 56-88) 


 


Day 10 (September 24). Examination I 


 


Day 11 (September 29). Political Economy 


Reading: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 4, “Political Economy” (pp. 90-124) 
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Day 12 (October 1). Democratic Governance 


Reading: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 5 “Democratic Regimes” (pp. 126-136) 


 


Day 13 (October 6). Elections 


Reading: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 5 “Democratic Regimes” (pp. 147-160) 


 


Days 14 and 15 (October 8, 13). Political Parties and Constitutional Design 


Reading: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 5 “Democratic Regimes” (pp. 136-147) 


 


Days 16 and 17 (October 15, 20). Nondemocracies 


Reading: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 6 “Nondemocratic Regimes” (pp. 162-191) 


 


Day 18 (October 22). Examination II 


 


Days 19 and 20 (October 27, 29). Communism 


Reading: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 9 “Communism and Postcommunism” (pp. 256-273) 


 


Days 21 and 22 (November 3, 5). Postcommunism 


Reading: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 9 “Communism and Postcommunism” (pp. 273-289) 


 


Days 23 and 24 (November 10, 12). Imperialism, Post Imperialism, Democratization 


Reading: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 10 “Less-Developed and Newly Industrializing Countries” (pp. 290-321) 


 


Day 25 (November 17). Examination III 


 


Days 26 and 27 (November 19, 24). Globalization 


Reading: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 11 “Globalization” (pp. 322-350) 


 


Days 28 and 29 (December 1, 3). Political Violence 


Reading: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 7 “Political Violence” (pp. 192-223) 


 


Day 30 (December 15, 10:00-12:50pm). Final Examination 


Good luck! 
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INR 2002 - International Relations: Theory and Practice 
Instructor: Rebecca Kaiser  


 


FALL 2015 Syllabus  


Instructor Contact 


 


Course Information 


Course Name International Relations: Theory and Practice  


Course ID & Section INR 2002, (90776, 0002-LEC)  


Credit Hours 3 credit hours 


Semester/Year Fall 2015 


Location Tuesday and Thursday 3:00-4:15, Building BA2, Room 207 


Course Description 


INR 2002 COS-POLS 3(3,0), International Relations-Theory and Practice: 


Pre-requisite: ENC 1102 (Composition II) or C.I. (Consent of Instructor). The course will 
focus on the analysis of the fundamental principles and factors affecting interstate relations 
and their application to contemporary global developments. Offered Fall, Spring.  This class 
is a lecture format to introduce the student to the theoretical trends prevalent in the study of 
international relations. Prerequisite: ENC 1102 or C.I. 


Instructor Rebecca Kaiser     (Mrs. Kaiser) 


Office 302 Howard Philips Hall 


Office  
Hours  


Monday, Wednesday, Friday, 10:00 – 11:30 
Tuesday and Thursday, 1:30 – 2:30 
Or by appointment 


Phone 407-823-2608 


E-mail rebecca.kaiser@ucf.edu 



mailto:rebecca.kaiser@ucf.edu
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Course Objectives 


Objective 1:  


Students will develop knowledge and analysis skills about international relations theories 
and contemporary issues.   


Objective 2:  


Students will learn presentation and discussion skills. 


Objective 3: 


Students will enhance critical thinking skills.  


Objective 4: 


Students will enhance writing skills. 


Required Text 


• Required Text: Nau, Henry R: Perspectives on International Relations: Power, 
Institutions, and Ideas, Fourth Edition,  Sage Publishing, 2015, 4e + National 
Geographic Atlas of the World, ISBN 978-1-4833-6976-1 


Available at UCF Bookstore under INR 2002, Kaiser  


  Student access available at: https://edge.sagepub.com/nau4e 
  (recommend Chrome or Firefox for full admin functionality) 


Supplemental Texts 


• Top Five: Read and be prepared to discuss and analyze the top five international 
relations events as reported daily Monday through Friday for the semester. The types 
of events to read will be explained during the first week of class. Resource used by the 
instructor is: Yahoo World News, available at http://news.yahoo.com/world/ 
 


• Other Readings as may be assigned. 
  



http://news.yahoo.com/world/
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Course Requirements 


Assignments Percentage of Final 
Grade Due Date 


Course Activity 0 08/25/15, 5:00 PM 


“About Me” Assignment 5 09/05/15 


Quizzes  20 Weekly as listed in schedule 


Current Event Discussions 10 Weekly as listed in schedule 


Writing Assignment 
Proposal 


5 10/17/15 


Midterm Exam 20 10/27/15 


Writing Assignment 15 11/14/15 


Oral Presentation 5 Based on weekly topics as listed in 
schedule 


Final Exam 20 12/10/15, 1:00-3:50 pm 


Total  100% Grades posted 12/23/15 


Scantrons will be required for the Midterm and the Final. Student activities in the 
Student Union provides a limited number for free, or you may purchase them from 
the bookstore or vending machines.  Please obtain the tan-colored scantron. 


Missed Assignments/Make-Ups/Extra Credit 


All written assignments and quizzes will be submitted online through webcourse 
submission.  Assignments are due by 11:00 pm on the day of the assignment. Late 
assignments will be penalized 10% of the assignment points for each full calendar day they 
are late, up to as much as 30% of the assignment points, unless a compelling and verifiable 
explanation is offered and documented. Make-up exams may be given if they are missed for 
compelling, unexpected, and sufficiently verifiable reasons. However, students making up 
exams must take them within the week unless health problems keep them from coming to 
campus. Students making up exams will not be given the same exam that was originally 
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administered. The make-up exam will be similar to the original exam, and will cover the 
same topical areas, but will have different questions to answer.  


Extra Credit: Opportunities for Extra Credit will be given during class meetings and through 
online assignments and discussions. 


Evaluation and Grading 


Grades are based upon your performance of the assignments and requirements of this 
course.  


Letter 
Grade Points 


A 93 – 100 


A- 90 – 92 


B+ 87 – 89 


B 83 – 86 


B- 80 – 82 


C+ 77 – 79 


C 73 – 76 


C- 70 – 72 


D+ 67 – 69 


D 63 – 66 


D- 60 – 62 


F 59 and 
below 
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Academic Activity 


During the first week of school, the university requires each student to conduct an activity 
for each class.  This activity will by a syllabus quiz for this course and will be available on 
the webcourse under the section “Quizzes”.  Please complete the required activity online for 
this course by Friday August 28, 2015 at 5:00PM Orlando time. 


Teaching Philosophy 


Education is a tool for improving the quality of life. Education is not an end in itself but a 
process. My teaching philosophy is to encourage critical thinking, innovative problem-
solving, practical application of theory, and tolerance of diverse ideas and cultures from an 
international perspective. To achieve these goals, I employ an interactive teaching style, 
which empowers students by encouraging them to contribute to the ongoing discussion of 
both familiar and unfamiliar topics and materials. My teaching goals are both to share my 
academic knowledge and experience with my students and to inspire and help them to 
become life-long learners. I am willing to assist my students to achieve their goals and 
objectives.  It is my responsibility to provide the opportunity and tools to learn and achieve 
the course objectives. 


Academic Honesty 


Do not cheat, as this clearly violates the UCF Golden Rule Student Handbook and violates 
several aspects of the UCF Creed. Unless otherwise specified by the instructor, your work 
must be your own, so don't cheat by giving answers to others or taking them from anyone 
else. Cheating can come in many forms, including plagiarism. Plagiarism is when writers 
use other people's words or ideas and do not give them credit. Use footnotes or endnotes to 
give credit for direct quotes, paraphrased quotes, or borrowed ideas. Feel free to discuss 
readings and ideas with fellow students, but if you use their ideas, please reference them 
accordingly. If you don't know what footnotes or endnotes are, please ask me. Do not quote 
or paraphrase without giving credit in footnotes or endnotes. Do not copy or use papers or 
sections of papers from the web or other sources. I assume that all students in this class 
could write a better term paper than the junk sold on the Internet and will not resort to such 
dubious sources for their assignments. In the event that I suspect a paper of being 
plagiarized, I will use Turnitin.com to help with that determination. Instances of cheating that 
result in a grade being penalized will be reported to the Office of Student Conduct. 
Assignments on which cheating occurs will be penalized with an F and the weight of that 
assignment when factored into the final grade will be increased two-fold. For example, 
cheating by plagiarizing a portion of the short writing assignment would mean that 30% of 
your final grade would be a 0. I will adhere to the highest standards of academic integrity. 


Disability Statement 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for 
all persons with disabilities. Students who need accommodations must be register with 
Student Accessibility Services, 4000 Central Florida BLVD, Ferrell Commons 7F, room 185, 
phone (407) 823-2371. 



http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/
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Copyright 


This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, images, 
text materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use doctrine in order 
to enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, download or distribute 
these items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for this classroom environment 
and your use only. All copyright materials are credited to the copyright holder. 


About Me 


This written assignment is one page minimum, two pages maximum in length. Your paper 
must include your name, why you were named that name by your family, and demographic 
details you want to share.  Explain your goals for school and your goals for the next year. 
Tell a true story about any travels you have experienced out of the country.  If you have 
never been outside the United States, you can explain out-of-state travel.  If you travel 
anywhere outside the United States, where would you go, why, and how long would you 
travel? Explain why you decided to take this class and what you hope to learn in it. Finally, 
explain where and what you see for yourself in five years time.  Please follow the written 
assignment guidelines and submit on webcourses by the due date. 


Quizzes and Exams 


Quizzes will be offered on the web courses for this class and will consist of multiple choice 
questions.  The quizzes will have a time limit, must be taken alone without the aid of any 
other student, and you may take the quiz only once.  The quizzes are designed to assess 
your knowledge of the material covered during the previous week’s assignment. 
 
Midterm and Final Exams will be administered in class on the dates outlined in this syllabus.  
These exams are multiple choice and short answer covering the material covered in class 
up to the date of the exam. The exams are designed to test your individual knowledge of the 
course material.  You will need a scantron sheet for the multiple choice portions of the 
exams. 


Writing Assignment 


This written assignment is a minimum of 2000 words, maximum of 2500 words in length. 
You will choose a theoretical perspective and a contemporary global issue for your paper 
topic.  Topics must be approved by the instructor in advance and you will submit a short one 
page summary of your topic and what you will analyze. (Please see schedule for proposal 
due date).  After your topic has been approved, you will write your paper and use at least 
five current references (published scholarly journal articles or magazine articles, dated 
2013-2015) to support your analysis. Types of references and how to find them will be 
discussed in class.  You may also obtain assistance from the USF Library staff. The focus 
of this assignment is your ability to analyze the international relations in the contemporary 
global environment.  
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Discussion 


Class discussions are an important part of the class and will focus on topics in the text and 
current events.  All class discussions can become testable material found on quizzes and/or 
tests. 


General Policies 


In accordance with the university’s rules and regulations, the instructor will pursue the 
following general policies: 


1. The instructor reserves all rights to modify the content of the syllabus, class schedule, 
and/or the course, as it becomes necessary. 


2.  With no exception, students MUST only use Course Mail, if they need to contact the 
instructor.  


3. The 24 hour promise: All student messages will be responded within 24 hours of 
receipt. If you do not receive a reply from the instructor within 24 hours (during regular 
business days & hours) after sending your message (when instructor is not out-of-town), it 
means that your message was not received. Please re-send the original message.   


4.  Respecting students’ privacy, the instructor provides a student record only to the student 
himself/herself on a one-to-one basis. She will not discuss one student’s case in front of 
others in any public forum. Thus, students must directly contact the instructor, if they have 
questions about their own records, grades, or particular situations. 


5.  The instructor encourages and welcomes questions as well as comments from all 
students. However, she will not allow any student to intimidate other students or dominate 
the class discussion. No student is allowed to impose his/her ideas on others or create an 
unhealthy class environment. 


6.  Your course grade will be based upon your performance on quizzes, midterm and final 
exams, writing assignments, presentations, and class attendance, posing critical thinking 
questions, and participating actively in the discussions. Please direct any questions about 
your grade to the Instructor. 


7.  The instructor respects religious holidays & may modify a deadline on an occasion. 
Please inform the instructor at least two class meetings ahead of time if your religious 
holiday is not listed on the UCF calendar.  Opportunity to accommodate your religious 
obligations will be provided. 


8. Since some of  our course materials are on-line, all students MUST check Course Mail, 
class Web Forums, and their e-mails at least three times a week (recommend Monday, 
Wednesday and Thursday) for new class announcements, news, messages and/or updates 
by the instructor. 
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9. Without exceptions, ALL written (gradable) assignments (postings and quizzes) MUST be 
submitted to our Course Website. The format requirement is double-spaced format, 
black color font, New Times Roman font, and 12-point font size. You are responsible 
for grammar and spelling in all your work.  While this is not an English Grammar class, you 
are expected to present your thoughts in a readable fashion without distractions from 
spelling errors, poor word choices, and long continuous sentences.  Be careful with your 
punctuation and the use of dashes is discouraged.  It is recommended that you READ 
YOUR WRITING OUT LOUD at least twice before you finish the assignment and turn it in.  
A good tip for spelling and grammar, in addition to using the word processor spell checker, 
is to start at the end of your paper and work backwards.  You will find those mistakes 
commonly missed more often using this method. Be especially careful of homonyms (such 
as there, their, and they’re) and whenever possible, avoid contractions (such as don’t; use 
do not instead).  You must list any references you use that are not your own ideas. 


10. For this course, email communications will be conducted through the course web site on 
webcourse.  The Instructor must use students’ e-mail addresses from the UCF e-
Community. Email addresses from other Internet providers (Yahoo, Gmail, AOL, etc.) are 
not considered official, and will not be used for this course by the instructor. Students 
should use their official student email account. 


11.  If you have an official name change during the term, you must inform the instructor 
immediately, since UCF does not do that. 


12.  Students should regularly check our Website Assignments Deadline page and avoid 
submitting assignments to our Course Website at the last minute. The Website clock may 
be different from your own time, and that may lead students to miss a deadline. Late 
assignments are considered missed. ALL Assignments will be submitted through the UCF 
online course (WebCourses) assignment submission process. It is your responsibility to 
submit assignments before the Website deadlines, which for this class will always be 11:00 
PM (Orlando time) on the date an assignment is due. 


Viruses 


A virus can spell disaster. Your use of a reputable anti-virus program is a requirement for 
participation in this course (good ones include McAfee or Norton). 


Also, back up your files!! Saying "My hard drive crashed." "My modem doesn’t work." "My 
printer is out of ink," are today’s equivalents of "My dog ate my homework." Although these 
events really do occur and they are really inconvenient when they do, you should always 
save your file(s) regularly as you work. These are not valid excuses for failing to get your 
work submitted on time. 
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Technical Resources  


For specific problems in any of the areas below or for further information go to the 
corresponding link for assistance. 


• UCF Home Page will help find UCF resources 
• UCF Service Desk – You can also call the Service Desk at 407-823-5117. 
• Learning Online This site provides information on study skills for distance learners, the 


library and the writing center. 
• Buying a new computer or upgrading your current equipment – 


http://www.cstore.ucf.edu/  
• Hardware/Software Requirements 
• Technical Discussion Topic: If you have technical questions and/or problems, please 


post a message to the Technical Discussion Topic. I encourage members of the class 
who are technically proficient to also monitor this discussion topic and assist your 
classmates. 


• If your equipment problems prevent you from using e-mail from home, there are many 
computer labs on campus and virtually every public library offers Internet access. 


  



http://www.ucf.edu/

http://servicedesk.ucf.edu/

http://learn.ucf.edu/

http://www.cstore.ucf.edu/

http://learn.ucf.edu/prospective-students/technical-requirements/
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Schedule 


Time Frame Topic Assignments Due Dates 


August 27, 
2015  


Last Day to Drop Last Day to Drop and Request Full 
Refund  


Thursday, 
August 27, 
2015 11:59 
PM  


August 28 Add Deadline  Last Day to Add Courses 8/28/15 
Friday 
11:59 PM 


August 25 – 
August 29 


Introductions and Course 
Overview 


 Read and Review Syllabus 
 Complete Attendance Activity 


Online 
 Read Introduction and Chapter 1 


8/28/15 
Friday 
11:00 PM 


August 30 -
September 5 


Module 1: How to Think about 
International Relations 


 Review Chapter 1 
 Discussion 
 Quiz Chapter 1 
 Read Chapter 2 
 “About Me” Short Paper due 
  
 Thursday – NO CLASS, 


Classes dismissed at 3:00 PM 
for the UCF Football Game 


9/05/15 
Saturday 
11:00 PM 


September 6 
– 
September 12 


Module 2: World War I  Review Chapter 2 
 Discussion 
  


9/12/15 
Saturday 
11:00 PM 


September 
13-September 
19 


Module 2: World War I  Review Chapter 2 
 Discussion 
 Quiz Chapter 2 
 Read Chapter 3 


9/19/15 
Saturday 
11:00 PM 


September 20 
-September 
26 


Module 3: World War II  Review Chapter 3 
 Discussion 
  


9/26/15 
Saturday 
11:00 PM 
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September 27 
– October 3 


 
Module 3: World War II 


  
 Review Chapter 3 
 Discussion 
 Quiz Chapter 3 
 Read Chapter 4 


 
10/03/15 
Saturday 
11:00 PM 


October 4 -
October 10 


Module 4: Origins and End of 
the Cold War 


 Review Chapter 4 
 Discussion 
 Review Chapter 4 
 Discussion 
  


10/10/15 
Saturday 
11:00 PM 


October 11 – 
October 17 


Module 5: Realist 
Perspectives on Today’s 
World: Dominance, Balance of 
Power, and State Institutions 


 Review Chapter 5 
 Discussion 
 Quiz Chapter 5 
 Writing Assignment Proposal 


Due 


10/17/15 
Saturday 
11:00 PM 


October 18 – 
October 24 


Midterm Exam Preparation  Review Chapters 1 - 5 
 Discussion 
  


10/24/15 
Saturday 
11:00 PM 


October 25 – 
October 31 


MIDTERM   


October 27 Midterm Exam Midterm Exam on Chapters 
1,2,3,4, and 5 will be held on 
October 27 


10/27/15 
Tuesday 
 


October 29  Midterm Review  Review Midterm Exam 
 Read Chapter 6 
  


10/31/15 
Saturday 
11:00 PM 


November 1- 
November 7 


Module 6: Liberal 
Perspectives on Today’s 
World: Collective Security, 
International Negotiations, 
Institutions, and Law 


 Review Chapter 6 
 Discussion 
 Quiz Chapter 6 
 Read Chapter 7 
  


11/07/15 
Saturday 
11:00 PM 


November 2 Withdrawal Deadline Last day to Withdraw from Course 11/02/15 
Monday 
11:59 PM 
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November 8 - 
November 14 


Module 7: Identity 
Perspectives on Today’s 
World: Democracy, Religion, 
Ethnicity, and Human Rights 


 Review Chapter 7 
 Discussion 
 Quiz Chapter 7 
 Read Chapter 8 
 Writing Assignment Due 


11/14/15 
Saturday 
11:00 PM 


November 15- 
November 21 
 
 
 
November 15- 
November 21 
continued 


Module 8: Realist and Liberal 
Perspectives on Globalization: 
Trade, Investment and 
Finance 


 Review Chapter 8 
 Discussion 
 Quiz Chapter 8 
 Read Chapter 9 


Thursday – NO CLASS, 
Classes dismissed at 3:00 PM 
for the UCF Football Game 
 


11/21/15 
Saturday 
11:00 PM 


November 22 
- November 
28 


Module 9: Identity 
Perspectives on Globalization: 
Development and 
Environment 
 
Thanksgiving 


Review Chapter 9 
Discussion 
Quiz Chapter 9 
Read Chapter 10 
No Classes Thursday or Friday 


11/28/15 
Saturday 
11:00 PM 


November 29 
- December 5 


Module 10: Critical Theory 
Perspectives on Globalization: 
Inequality, Imperialism and 
Injustice 
Course Review 


Review Chapter 10 
Discussion 
Quiz Chapter 10 
Course Review 


12/05/15 
Saturday 
11:00 PM 


December 7 -
December 11 


Final Exam Week   


December 8 Study Day NO CLASSES at UCF 12/08/15 
Tuesday 


December 10 Final Exam Final Exam covering all course 
material will be December 10,  
1:00 – 3:50 PM 


12/10/15 
Thursday  


December 23 Grades Available on myUCF Course grades available online at 
myUCF at 09:00 am 


12/23/15 


 
Notes:  The opening time for all online assignments are Sunday, at 08:00 AM on the opening date unless  


otherwise indicated.                                                                                                                                    
Due Deadlines for online submissions are 11:00 PM Saturday on the deadline date unless 
otherwise indicated.  


Check the “Class Announcements” for the course online and your student email account 
every day for any changes or updates from Mrs. Kaiser.      


Please feel free to contact the instructor if you have any questions or concerns during the 
semester. 
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 INR 4401 
 INTERNATIONAL LAW 
 
Dr. Robert L. Bledsoe  OFFICE: Phillips Hall 302”N” 
11:30-12:20MWF                HOURS: 9:00-11:00MWF; 1:00-3:00W  
PSY 106              
robert.bledsoe@ucf.edu           
drbled@aol.com                  
       
   
  
 COURSE OUTLINE 
 
1. Course Objectives.  This one semester course on international 
law is designed to: 


(1) introduce you to the nature and sources of international 
law; how that law developed; and how it relates to 
municipal law; 


     (2)  gain an understanding of the role of law and inter-       
  national organizations in aiding both stability and 
  peaceful change in the international system; 


(3) familiarize you with the legal principles which create                
the subjects of international law and govern their                 
succession or demise; 


(4)  examine the rights and duties of the subjects of  
     international law; 
(5) suggest how individuals fit into the scheme of things; 
(6) introduce you to the legal principles, customs, and 


norms which govern national jurisdiction over spatial 
domain and problems in extraterritorial jurisdiction; 


(7) introduce you to the legal principles, customs, and 
norms which govern nations during the course of their 
international transactions through diplomacy and 
treaties; 


(8) examine those norms that prevail when law fails in its 
role of aiding both stability and peaceful change in the 
international system and international disputes and/or 
conflicts occur; 


(9) gain insight into how international law has been 
instrumental in improving both the human and global 
environment. 


  
While useful to students desiring to go on to law school, the 


primary purpose of the course is to provide the basic tools for 
any student to better understand the influence and contribution of 
law to the world in which we live. 
 







2. Course Requirements.  The course will consist of a series of 
lectures focusing upon the topics and issues outlined in Section 
5. You are encouraged to ask questions, inject personal 
observations, and challenge the assertions of the professor.  
Attend all class meetings.  While no formal record of attendance 
is kept, you will find that failure to attend class will soon be 
reflected in your course performance, as lecture material will 
often not be found in your reading assignments.  Read and master 
the material in the assignments.  These are found in the sole 
textbook for the course: 
 


Gerhard von Glahn and James Larry Taulbee, Law Among 
Nations: An Introduction to Public International Law. 
10th ed. Pearson/Longman. 2013. 


 
Reading the assignments and keeping up with the lectures is your 
responsibility.  No specific pages of reading will be given from 
one lecture to another.  Pace yourself according to the topics 
under consideration during lecture periods.   
 
 Case Brief.  During the course, you will present a case brief 
to the class.  Cases will be assigned in advance of the class 
period during which they will be presented.  It is important that 
you are in class to present your brief, as they serve to illustrate 
major points made during the lecture and do the class no good if 
they are tardy.  No make-up briefs will be assigned for those who 
are absent or not prepared when they are called upon to present 
their assigned case.  A blank brief format sheet has been provided 
to you on which to type your brief (or you can format the sheet on 
your computer).  The goal is to limit it to the one page. Once 
presented, your typed brief will be handed in to me for grading.  
All students should keep track of the point of law when a case is 
being read to the class, as the briefs will not be available to 
students later on since students keep stealing the folder and thus 
it is not available for others in the class.  
 
3. Examinations.  There will be four examinations during the 
course.  All will consist of short answer questions dealing with  
legal concepts, principles, points of law, hypothetical 
situations, themes, and case identification and briefing. The 
final examination (fourth midterm) is not cumulative.  Each exam 
will cover that portion of the material outlined in Section 5.  
Midterms are tentatively scheduled as follows and will be held at 
the normal class time and meeting place: 
 


(1) Monday, September 21 
(2) Friday, October 16 







(3) Monday, November 9 
 
The final examination (fourth midterm) will be held at the normal 
class meeting place from 10:00am-12:50pm Wednesday, December 9.  
Please provide me with four (4) examination booklets ("blue books" 
or “green books”) at your earliest convenience.  They can be 
purchased at the Bookstore and will be used to write your answers 
on exam days. Please make sure they are not crumbled, stained, 
etc. Would you want to take an exam in one of them in that 
condition? Attendance at examinations is mandatory.  There are no 
makeup examinations.  In addition, after the first person has 
turned in their exam and left the room, no one who is tardy and 
arrives after that time will be allowed to take the exam. They 
will have missed the test.  All exams will be in pen (not pencil).  
Once an exam has begun, no one is allowed to leave the classroom 
for any reason (so be prepared ahead of time to remain for from 50 
minutes to three hours when exams begin). 
 
4. Grades.  There are five possible grades for the course: 


Exams          (4 x 30%) = 120% 
Case Brief               =  10%  
 


Each student must have three midterm grades to equal 90% of the 
course.  (All students must do the briefing exercise.)  This can 
be the highest three grades of the four examinations (plus the 
case brief); or three examinations (plus the case brief) and 
skipping an exam, including the final.  Be very careful how you 
decide upon your options, as there are no makeup exams (either 
midterms or final).  If you miss a test, you have dropped your 
lowest grade already.  In no case is it wise to miss the first 
examination. Make your vacation plans for after finals week. 
 
 
Letter grades: 90-100 = A (NOTE:  there will be no +/- grades) 


80-89 = B 
70-79 = C 
60-69 = D 
< 60   = F 
 
 


 
5. Assignments.  (Chapters in von Glahn/Taulbee) 
           


I.   NATURE, DEVELOPMENT, AND SOURCES      Chptrs.1-3                    
OF INTERNATIONAL LAW 


II. TREATIES       Chptr. 4 
III. PACIFIC SETTLEMENT     Chptr. 5    







IV. MUNICIPAL LAW AND INTERNATIONAL LAW     Chptr. 6 
 
 


---First midterm (Monday, September 21)--- 
 
V. SUBJECTS OF LAW/RECOGNITION      Chptr. 7 
VI. RIGHTS AND DUTIES OF STATES/SUCCESSION Chptr. 8 
VII. NATIONALITY      Chptr. 9 
VIII.BASES OF JURISDICTION         Chptr. 10 
 


---Second midterm (Friday, October 16)--- 
Note: Withdrawal deadline is Monday, November 2 


 
IX. STATE RESPONSIBILITY    Chptr. 11 
X. JURISDICTIONAL REGIMES    Chptrs.12-13 
XI. DIPLOMACY       Chptr. 14 
  


---Third midterm (Monday, November 9)--- 
 


XII. INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL LAW    Chptr. 16 
XIII ENVIRONMENTAL LAW     Chptr. 18 
XIV. FORCE AND INTERNATIONAL LAW   Chptrs. 20-22 
 


---Final exam (Wednesday, December 9)--- 
           
 WELCOME TO INTERNATIONAL LAW AND MAY YOU HAVE 


A SUCCESSFUL FALL SEMESTER 
 


Attachments: Guide to Finding and Briefing Cases 
   Sample of Case Brief 
   Blank Brief 
       Glossary of Legal Terms 
    
 
Some ground rules: 
 
(1) Classroom 


 no food or drinks (except water)  
 no smoking 
 use of laptops or tape recorders is ok but turn off 
  beepers, pagers, cell phones, etc.                          
 if you are late, please come anyway but try not to be 


     disruptive when entering the room 
 
(2) Communications 


 feel free to email me: 
office – robert.bledsoe@ucf.edu 







home -   drbled@aol.com 
 call me at the office but not at home 
  Main Campus(407-823-2608)   
 see me during office hours or call for appointment  


 
(3) Exams 


if you are late on exam day and a student has already  
  turned in their exam and departed before you arrive,  
  you are too late and I will not let you take the   
      exam 


final grades are not given out over the telephone nor by                
the Department staff. I will be happy to let you                   
know your final exam grade, course average, and                    
course grade if you contact me through our Webcourse 
site. If you want any course materials returned,   
provide me ahead of time a stamped, addressed envelop. 
Midterms will not be posted on MyGrades, only the final 
grade. 


 
NOTE:  Syllabus is subject to change during the semester at the            
discretion of the Instructor 
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PUP3014 – Comparative Public Policy 
 


Department of Political Science 


College of Sciences, University of Central Florida 


 


Syllabus 
 


Instructor Information Course Information 


Instructor Dr. Annabelle Conroy Term: Fall 2015 


Office: HPH 302R Section: 0W59 


Phone (407) 823-2659 Credits: 3 


E-mail annabelle.conroy@ucf.edu  Class Time: Online 


Office hours: 


Tuesday: 10:00-12:00 PM 


Wednesday: 10:30 AM – 12:30 PM 


Thursday: 10:00 – 12:00 PM 


Classroom: Web-based course 


 


 


Course Prerequisites: POS 2041 or CPO 3103 or C.I.  


 


Course Overview  
 
Modern governments, be they authoritarian or democratic, are charged with a variety of 
duties. These range from education to health care to environmental conservation. Comparative 
public policy is the study of why governments choose to deal with a particular issue in a 
particular way.  Why do states with similar levels of development choose different welfare 
policies? Why do countries suddenly adopt policies that seem to be unpopular with the 
electorate? Why do developing countries with rainforests rich in biodiversity pursue different 



mailto:annabelle.conroy@ucf.edu
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conservation policies? Why does drug policy take different forms in different contexts? These 
are some of the many questions that arise in the study of policy.  This course is an introduction 
to the major theoretical approaches which attempt to explain public policy choices and 
outcomes.  


This course takes the approach that politics matters in terms of explaining public policy and that 
different political arrangements will give rise to different public policy patterns. In order to test 
the various theories, we will use an approach that is comparative in two senses. First, various 
public policy areas such as economic, health, environmental and drug policy will be used as case 
studies to test the various theories of public policy. Secondly, the course will also be 
comparative because we will look at these policies across various countries. 


The course will be divided into two parts. Part I will deal with some of the major theoretical 
approaches to the study of public policy and with some of the practical issues of public policy 
analysis, such as the tools to be used, the importance of context and so on. Part II will focus on 
particular policy areas. 


 


Course Objectives  
 
The main objectives of this course are: 
1. To provide students with a comprehensive introduction to the field of comparative public 


policy. 
2. To provide students with an understanding of the stages of the policymaking process. 
3. To illustrate the differences and similarities regarding policymaking in industrialized and 


developing countries. 
4. To develop key skills required for the successful study of political science and for the 


graduate job market. 
 


By the end of the course students should: 
 
1. Have the basic tools to conduct comparative research. 
2. Be able to identify the various stages of policymaking. 
3. Be able to identify and apply the main theories in the field of public policy. 
4. Be familiar with the roles that interests, ideas, and institutions play in the policymaking 


process 
5. Grasp some of the key differences and similarities between industrialized and developing 


countries in terms of policy.  
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Required Texts and Materials 
 


 


Dodds, Anneliese (2013): Comparative Public Policy.  New York: 


Palgrave Macmillan.  ISBN: 978-0230319431.  


 


This textbook is available for sale in paperback form at the UCF 


Bookstore but it can also be rented (see www.amazon.com, for 


example). 


 


 
Additional materials may be assigned in each of the modules but these will all be available 
electronically.  The links for these materials will be included in each module. 


 


Format of the Course 
 
This course is offered electronically via Webcourses.  All course activities are to take place 
online. This includes the quizzes and exams.  There are no scheduled face-to-face meetings for 
this course.  Because there will be no face-to-face sessions, it is extremely important that you 
keep in mind and meet certain requirements.  In order to successfully complete this course you 
need to make sure that you: 
 
1. have a secure and reliable internet connection.  Please be aware that “I didn’t have internet 


connection for two days” will not be accepted as an excuse for late submissions. 
2. feel comfortable with the online tools that we will use in the course 
3. have a high degree of self-discipline 
4. are able to work independently, which means, among other things that you are able to 


read, understand and follow written instructions 
5. are able to log into Webcourses every week to complete each module and read any 


announcements that might be posted for that week.  Please keep in mind that the course 
requires work to be submitted every week and, thus, you cannot let the course slide for two 
weeks and then expect to catch up later.  Therefore, you should make sure that you can 
make this commitment before you decide to proceed with the course. 
 


You can learn about online courses by visiting the Learn UCF web site 
(http://online.ucf.edu/learn-online/).  
 
Online learning is not for everyone; some people may not be able to manage a course that does 
not meet face to face.  For this reason, it is extremely important that you read and understand 
the syllabus and make sure that you will be able to comply with the terms set forth in this 
document.   



http://www.amazon.com/

http://online.ucf.edu/learn-online/
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Online learning requires a great deal of planning and self-discipline in order to be successfully 
completed. Since I will be covering a great deal of  material in 16 weeks, I highly recommend 
treating this course like a regular lecture course, and keeping up with lectures and assignments 
on a weekly basis. Please do not be tempted to skip two weeks of the course and expect to 
catch up easily.  Keep in mind that deadlines will be strictly observed in this course.  If you miss 
a  module (or more), you will not be able to make them up later.  Once a module closes, work 
for that module cannot be submitted. 
 
This course is based on the idea that students learn best by being actively involved in the 
learning process.   Thus, you are expected to read the material and be prepared to discuss it 
with your peers. 
 
The format of the course will be as follows: Modules will open on Tuesdays at 9:00 am and 
close on the following Monday at 5:00 pm.  The only exception to this is the first week of class 
when Module 1 will open on Monday, August 24.  
 


Modules Open on: Tuesdays, 9:00 am 


Modules Close on: Mondays, 5:00 pm 


 
Each module may also have its own internal deadlines.  So, for example, if there is a discussion 
assignment, you might be required to make a discussion posting by Saturday and then several 
discussion postings by Monday. 
 
Although I do my best to avoid changing the schedule, please make sure you check the class 
schedule often, as the schedule may change depending on several factors.  In any case, I will 
make sure to post an announcement when a change is made to the syllabus or the class 
schedule.  However, it is your responsibility to ensure that you read the class announcements 
and communications sent out by the instructor. 


 


Grading 
 
The final grade will be calculated on a scale of 0-100 and it will have the following components: 


 


Component Points 


Protocol Points   5 


Modules 55 


Midterm Exam 20 


Final Examination 20 


Total 100 
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In general, grades for each module will appear one week after the module closes.  Mistakes can 


be made while entering the grades, so you are responsible for monitoring your grades and 


making sure that they are accurate.  You have two weeks after the grades are posted to 


challenge or request a correction to your grades.  After this time, grades become final.   


 


If you wish to challenge your grade you must make an appointment with the professor (either 


an in-person or phone appointment) and present the evidence to show that your grade is 


incorrect.  Keep in mind that if a review has to be made of your grade, the grade can go up or 


down depending on the review. 


Protocol Points:  


 
Protocol points are points that are given to you at the beginning of the course and will remain 


with you as long as you observe and abide by the class protocols and the UCF student code of 


conduct.  In other words, you start off with 5 points and you will only lose some or all of them if 


you somehow violate any of the protocols set forth in the syllabus.  


 


You can lose protocol points if you do any of the following: 


 


1. Use rude, disrespectful, intimidating or unprofessional language in any communication 


or discussion assignment in this course.   


2. Violate the ethics standards set forth by UCF (see http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/).   


3. Fail to observe the protocols set forth in this syllabus. 


4. Engage in any type of cheating (which includes plagiarism) 


Modules 


 
As mentioned above, modules open each Tuesday at 9:00 am and close the following Monday 
at 5:00 pm.    Each module includes several assignments.  Typically a module will include a 
reading assignment, a discussion assignment and short multiple-choice quiz.  The quiz will serve 
as preparation for the exams.   
 
Although you will see 15 modules on the schedule, please note that not all of them are graded.  
Some of them such as Modules 8 and 15 only have review questions and the exam instructions.  
 
There are 12 graded modules (Modules 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13 and 14).  Each one is 
worth 5 points.  You are allowed to miss one module without penalty (this is why it says “55” on 
the Module points total above in the “Grading” table).  If, however, you complete all 12 graded 
modules, then the extra points you earn in this module will count as extra credit.  These are the 
only extra credit points available in this course, since extra credit assignments will not be given. 



http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/
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Examinations 


 


There will be 2 examinations in this course: the midterm and the final. Both exams are multiple-


choice and the final exam is cumulative.  Each exam is worth 20 points.  The dates for the 


exams are posted on the class schedule.  You must take both exams. Failure to do so will result 


in a grade of "F" for the entire course. In case of a serious extenuating circumstance that 


prevents the student from taking any of the exams, the student is responsible for contacting 


the instructor before the examination. In addition, the student is responsible for providing valid 


and convincing medical documentation. Please note that the form of any makeup examination 


may be different from that administered to the rest of the class (i.e. It will be in essay form, not 


multiple-choice). 


Please make sure that you have a secure and reliable internet connection when you take the 
exam.  In addition, make sure that you take the exam well before the deadline to avoid being 
logged out of the exam if you ran over the time limit set for that exam. 


As with any other course, I urge you not to fall behind on the readings. Each week we will be 


covering a lot of new information and if you do not keep up, it can become overwhelming the 


day before the exam. In addition, keep in mind that the final examination will be cumulative. 


 


Please take note of the following course stipulations: 


 


 There will be no extra credit assignments.   


 Late assignments will not be accepted unless valid medical documentation is presented 


and only when arrangements have been made before the due date.  Make-up 


assignments will have a different format than those assigned to the rest of the class. 


 Make sure to check the “Grades” section in Webcourses often. Please be aware that no 


grade will be changed 2 weeks after the grade for a particular assignment has been 


posted. 


 If you have a particular concern about a grade received, you need to make an 


appointment with me (either in person or by phone) and bring specific points which you 


wish to address. Keep in mind that if you ask me to read the disputed assignment/test 


again, your grade may go up or down. 


 Please do come and see me if you are having trouble understanding a topic or concept. 
Also, I encourage you to ask questions during class if something is not clear. 


 
 


The grade distribution for the course will be as follows: 
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Points Letter Grade 


93-100 A   


90-92 A- 


87-89 B+ 


83-86 B   


80-82 B- 


77-79 C+ 


73-76 C 


70-72 C- 


67-69 D+ 


63-66 D 


60-62 D- 


0-59 F 


 


In general, grades for each assignment will appear one week after the submission deadline.  


Mistakes can be made while entering the grades, so you are responsible for monitoring your 


grades and making sure that they are accurate.  You have two weeks after the grades are 


posted to challenge or request a correction to your grades.  After this time, grades become 


final.   


 


If you wish to challenge your grade you must make an appointment with the professor and 


present the evidence to show that your grade is incorrect.  Keep in mind that if a review has to 


be made of your grade, the grade can go up or down depending on the review. 


 


Grade Dissemination 


 
Graded tests and materials in this course will be returned individually only by request. You can 
access your scores at any time by logging into your course through Webcourses. Please note 
that scores returned mid-semester are unofficial grades.  


Grades of "Incomplete":  
 


The current university policy concerning incomplete grades will be followed in this course. 
Incomplete grades are given only in situations where unexpected emergencies prevent a 
student from completing the course and the remaining work can be completed the next 
semester. Your instructor is the final authority on whether you qualify for an incomplete. 
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Incomplete work must be finished by the end of the subsequent semester or the “I” will 
automatically be recorded as an “F” on your transcript. 


 
 


Course Policies: Technology and Media 
 
Webcourses: Webcourses is an online course management system (accessed 
through my.ucf.edu and then the "Online Course Tools" tab) which will be used as a medium for 
turning in assignments and a forum for communicating with your professor. The Webcourses 
site will have up-to-date information on topics, class assignments, schedule and so on.  In 
addition, each class module will include useful tools for exam preparation and to add to the 
material presented in class.  My recommendation is to check Webcourses regularly for updates. 
 
Email: In this class our official mode of communication is through email located inside 
Webcourses. All communication between student and instructor and between student and 
student should be respectful and professional. It is the student's responsibility to check 
Webcourses frequently. You may also wish to create a Knight's Email account 
at www.knightsemail.ucf.edu for separate official communication from the university. If for any 
reason you cannot log into Webcourses, you may use my office email address which is: 
Annabelle.conroy@ucf.edu.  You may also call or come to my office (information provided 
above). 
 


 


Course Policies: Student Expectations 
 
Diversity and Inclusion:   The University of Central Florida considers the diversity of its 
students, faculty, and staff to be a strength and critical to its educational mission. UCF expects 
every member of the university community to contribute to an inclusive and respectful culture 
for all in its classrooms, work environments, and at campus events. Dimensions of diversity can 
include sex, race, age, national origin, ethnicity, gender identity and expression, intellectual and 
physical ability, sexual orientation, income, faith and non-faith perspectives, socio-economic 
class, political ideology, education, primary language, family status, military experience, 
cognitive style, and communication style. The individual intersection of these experiences and 
characteristics must be valued in our community. 
 
Title IX prohibits sex discrimination, including sexual misconduct, sexual violence, sexual 
harassment, and retaliation. If you or someone you know has been harassed or assaulted, you 
can find resources available to support the victim, including confidential resources and 
information concerning reporting options 
at  www.shield.ucf.edu and http://cares.sdes.ucf.edu/. 
 



http://my.ucf.edu/

http://www.knightsemail.ucf.edu/

mailto:Annabelle.conroy@ucf.edu

http://www.shield.ucf.edu/

http://cares.sdes.ucf.edu/
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If there are aspects of the design, instruction, and/or experiences within this course that result 
in barriers to your inclusion or accurate assessment of achievement, please notify the instructor 
as soon as possible and/or contact Student Accessibility Services. 


 
Disability Access: The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable 
accommodations for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats 
upon request. Students who need accommodations must be registered with Student Disability 
Services, Ferrell Commons Room 185, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-
2116, before requesting accommodations from the professor. 
 
Professionalism Policy:  Per university policy and classroom etiquette; mobile phones, iPods, 
etc. must be silenced during all classroom and lab lectures. Those not heeding this rule will be 
asked to leave the classroom/lab immediately so as to not disrupt the learning environment 
and will lose protocol points. Please arrive on time for all class meetings. Students who 
habitually disturb the class by talking, arriving late, etc., and have been warned may suffer a 
reduction in their final class grade.  
 
Academic Conduct Policy: Academic dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated. If you are 
uncertain as to what constitutes academic dishonesty, please consult The Golden Rule, the 
University of Central Florida's Student Handbook (http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/) for 
further details.  As in all University courses, The Golden Rule Rules of Conduct will be applied.  
Violations of these rules will result in a record of the infraction being placed in your file and 
receiving a zero on the work in question AT A MINIMUM.  At the instructor’s discretion, you 
may also receive a failing grade for the course.  Confirmation of such incidents can also result in 
expulsion from the University 
 
Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating:  UCF faculty members have a responsibility for 
your education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to prevent unethical behavior and 
when necessary respond to infringements of academic integrity. Penalties can include a failing 
grade in an assignment or in the course, suspension or expulsion from the university, and/or a 
"Z Designation" on a student's official transcript indicating academic dishonesty, where the final 
grade for this course will be preceded by the letter Z. For more information about the Z 
Designation, see http://z.ucf.edu/. 
 
University Writing Center: The University Writing Center (UWC) is a free resource for UCF 
undergraduates and graduates. At the UWC, a trained writing consultant will work individually 
with you on anything you're writing (in or out of class), at any point in the writing process from 
brainstorming to editing. Appointments are recommended, but not required. For more 
information or to make an appointment, visit the UWC website at http://www.uwc.ucf.edu, 
stop by MOD 608, or call 407.823.2197. 


 


Religious Observances: Students who anticipate the necessity of being absent from class due to 
the observation of a major religious observance must provide notice of the date(s) to the 
instructor, in writing, by the second week of class.  If any assignment falls on a day in which you 



http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/)

http://z.ucf.edu/

http://www.uwc.ucf.edu/
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observe a religious holiday, it is your responsibility to notify the instructor by the end of the 
second week of class.  In addition, it is your responsibility to make alternative arrangements for 
completing that particular assignment. 


Course Schedule 
 


Date Topic Assignments/Notes 
 


 


Part I: Theories, Concepts and Process 
 


Week 1:    8/24  Introduction to the Course Complete Module  1 


Week 2:    8/31  Comparing Public Policies Complete Module  2 


Week 3:    9/9 Interests and Ideas and Institutions Complete Module  3 


Week 4:    9/14  Corruption and Public Policy Complete Module  4 


Week 5:    9/21 Policy Transfer and Learning Complete Module  5 


Week 6:    9/28 Public Policy in the Developing World Complete Module  6 


Week 7:    10/5 Doing Comparative Public Policy Complete Module  7 


Week 8:    10/12 Midterm Exam Complete Module  8 


 


Part II: Policy Cases 
 


Week 9:    10/19 Economic Policy Complete Module  9 


Week 10:  10/26 Welfare Policy Complete Module  10 


Week 11:  11/2 Health Policy Complete Module  11 


Week 12:  11/9 Education Policy Complete Module  12 


Week 13:  11/16 Environmental Policy Complete Module  13 


Week 14:   11/23* Drug Policy Begin Module  14 


Week 15:  11/30 Drug Policy (cont’d) Complete Module 14 


Week 16:   12/7 
 


Final Exam Week Complete Module 15 
Final Exam: Opens 
12/8 – Closes 12/14 


 
* November 26-28 (Thanksgiving Break) 
 
 
 


Make sure you read the syllabus in its entirety before proceeding with 


the course. By proceeding with the course, you are implicitly agreeing 


to be bound by all the conditions set forth in the syllabus. 
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Public Opinion POS3233.0001 
Pollock / Fall 2015 


Office 302 Phillips Hall 
Office hours MW: 8:30-10:15, 2:30-3:30 and by appointment 
Voice 407-823-2608  
Email Philip.Pollock@ucf.edu 
Book Erikson & Tedin, American Public Opinion: Its Origins, 


Content and Impact (9th Edition) 


 
This course covers all major topics in American public opinion—its definition and 
measurement, its relationship with democratic governance, the quality of political 
opinions among citizens, the learning of political orientations, the connection between 
aggregated opinion and public policy, the role of media and political elites in shaping 
opinion, and the connection between opinions and electoral choice. The assigned text 
provides up-to-date treatment of virtually all of the important academic studies of public 
opinion. Course resources include assigned reading, lectures, Power Point presentations, 
and supplemental material.   
 
REQUIREMENTS 
Exams.  You will take three non-cumulative exams during the term—on September 28, 
October 30, and December 7. Your best exam score will count 40 percent of your 
course grade.  Your next-best exam score will count 30 percent of your course grade.  
Your worst exam score will count 20 percent of your course grade. Exams will be graded 
in a timely manner and exam grades will be posted on the course site. 
 
If you know that you will be unable to take any of the exams on the scheduled dates: Drop 
the course. No early exams and no make-up exams will be given. No “extra credit” work 
will be assigned or accepted. If you want to look at your exam: Come to my office during 
office hours. Bring the following materials to my office—your textbook, your notes on 
the reading, and the notes you have written during lecture.  
 
Attendance.  Attendance is required.  Attendance will count 10 percent of your course 
grade. Do not arrive late for class. Do not depart early from class. You are responsible 
for signing the signature verification sheet by September 31. You are responsible for 
signing the attendance sheet each day.  
 
Note: No class will be held on the following dates: Friday, September 4; Monday, 
September 7; Wednesday, November 11; Friday, November 27. 
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GRADING SCALE 
Letter Numeric 
A 90 or higher 
B+ 87-9 
B 80-86 
C+ 77-79 
C 70-76 
D+ 67-69 
D 60-66 
F 59 or lower 


 
FINANCIAL AID REQUIREMENT 
All faculty members are required to document students' academic activity at the 
beginning of each course. In order to document that you began this course, please 
complete the following academic activity by the end of the first week of classes, or as 
soon as possible after adding the course, but no later than August 28. Failure to do so 
will result in a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid. For 
details: http://online.ucf.edu/teach-online/resources/financial-aid/ 
 
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY AND DISHONESTY 
You must adhere to the highest standards of academic integrity and conduct, as  
specified in UCF’s Rules of Conduct (UCF-5.008).  Any student who violates these 
standards will receive an F in the course. Section UCF-5.008 describes acts that 
constitute Academic Misconduct: 
 
“1. Academic Misconduct (a) Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use 
unauthorized materials, information or study aids in any academic exercise unless 
specifically authorized by the instructor of record. The unauthorized possession of 
examination or course related material also constitutes cheating. (b) Communication to 
another through written, visual, electronic, or oral means. The presentation of material 
which has not been studied or learned, but rather was obtained through someone else’s 
efforts and used as part of an examination, course assignment or project. (c) Commercial 
Use of Academic Material: Selling notes, handouts, etc. without authorization or using 
them for any commercial purpose without the express written permission of the 
University and the Instructor is a violation of this rule. (d) Falsifying or misrepresenting 
your academic work. (e) Plagiarism: Whereby another’s work is used or appropriated 
without any indication of the source, thereby attempting to convey the impression that 
such work is the student’s own. (f) Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same 
academic work for credit more than once without the express written permission of the 
instructor. (g) Any student who knowingly helps another violate academic behavior 
standards is also in violation of the standards.” 
  



http://online.ucf.edu/teach-online/resources/financial-aid/
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SCHEDULE FOR THE TERM 
Week 
of: 


Topic: Reading:∞ 


Aug24 
Aug31 


Public opinion and 
democracy 
 


ET1 
  


[Sep7] 
Sep14 


Measuring public 
opinion 


ET2 
Pew report, “Assessing the Representativeness of 
Public Opinion Surveys” (posted) 
Catherine Marsh, “Back on the Bandwagon” (posted) 
 


Sep21 Micro-level opinion ET3 
 


Sep28 Exam 1 
 


 


Sep28 
Oct5 


Macro-level opinion ET4 
Wildavsky, “Choosing Preferences by Constructing 
Institutions” (posted) 
 


Oct12 
Oct19 


Political 
socialization 


ET chap5 
Alford, Funk, and Hibbing “Are Political 
Orientations Genetically Transmitted?” (posted) 
 


Oct26 Democratic stability ET chap6 
Gibson, “Enigmas of Intolerance” (posted) 
 


Oct30 Exam 2 
 


 


Nov2 Group differences ET chap7                                              
                                                              


Nov9 
Nov16 


Media ET chap8 
Posner, “Bad News” (posted) 


                                                       
Nov23 
 


Elections ET chap9 
Geer, “Rise of Negativity” (posted) 


 
Nov30 Public policy ET chap10                                     


 
Dec7 Exam 3   
   
∞Additional reading will be required at the discretion of the instructor. 
Note: No class will be held on the following dates: Friday, September 4; Monday, 
September 7; Wednesday, November 11; Friday, November 27. 
 





		Reading:∞






UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL FLORIDA 
Political Theory 3302 


Modern Political Ideologies 
FALL 2015 


 
 
Dr. Paul A. Labedz     
Telephone: (407) 582-2227    
Email: Paul.Labedz@ucf.edu 
Office hours: TBA    
         
             
      
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
A study of modern ideologies since the French Revolution including (but not limited to) 
liberalism, conservatism, nationalism, fascism and anarchism. 
 
READINGS 
 
The following texts are assigned for this course and are available for purchase at the University 
of Central Florida bookstore.  
 
Baradat, Leon P. Political Ideologies: Their Origins and Impact (Upper Saddle River, NJ: 
Pearson Prentice Hall, 2012) 11th edition. ISBN-10: 0205082386, ISBN-13: 978-0205082384 
 
Festenstein, Matthew and Kenny, Michael, eds., Political Ideologies: A Reader and Guide (New 
York, NY: Oxford University Press, 2005) ISBN-10: 0199248370, ISBN-13: 978-0199248377 
 
 
COURSE ASSIGNMENTS 
 
• Two (2) exams      (50 points each) 
   
• 4-6-page Current Affairs Analysis   (50 points) 


Due in class, 3 DEC 2015  
 


• Class participation      (10 points) 
 
EXAMINATIONS 
 
Two (2) essay-style examinations will be given throughout the semester. The exams will contain 
comparative essay questions and/or textual analysis questions. The first exam will cover reading 
and lecture material from topics 1-2; the second exam will cover reading and lecture material 
from topics 3-7. Each exam is worth a maximum of 50 points. 
 



mailto:Paul.Labedz@ucf.edu





CURRENT AFFAIRS ANALYSIS 
 
Students will select a contemporary issue of political salience and explain how two different 
ideological approaches would analyze and describe this issue. The instructor will provide a list of 
topics that students can use to complete the assignment. Students will be allowed to select an 
alternative topic not found on the list of topics, but this will be contingent upon permission being 
granted by the instructor.  A student’s response must be between 4-6 pages, double-spaced. This 
assignment is worth a maximum of 50 points and is due on the last day that our class meets. 
 
GRADING 


The overall grade for the course will be based on the student’s performance on each of the above 
assignments. The maximum number of points a student can acquire is 160.  


The grading scale is based on the following point distributions: 144-160=A, 128-143=B, 112-
142=C, 96-111=D, 0-95= F.  


Grades will not be based on a curve and will reflect the quality of the work submitted.  


No extra credit opportunities will be available for this course. 


CLASSROOM POLICIES 
 
ATTENDANCE:  
 
Attendance is mandatory. There will be only four EXCUSED absences allowed over the course 
of the semester. Any unexcused absences will result in five points being deducted from your 
final course grade for each absence.  Attendance will be taken at the start of each class period 
and after the break during each class; therefore, it is important that you arrive to class on time. 
Should you happen to arrive late for a particular session, be sure to sign the roster after class so 
that you are not marked as absent from class. 
 
As of Fall 2014, all faculty members are required to document students' academic activity at the 
beginning of each course. In order to document that you began this course, please complete the 
following academic activity by the end of the first week of classes, or as soon as possible after 
adding the course. Failure to do so will result in a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid.  
 
The assigned activity for this course requires students to access UCF webcourses and complete 
the assignment labeled “Student Data Sheet.” The completed data sheet must be submitted to the 
instructor via UCF webcourses prior to the deadline, which will be announced in class  
 
MAKE-UP EXAMS: 
 
All students will be expected to take each of the examinations on the scheduled dates. In the 
event that a student has an excused absence on the date of the exams, he/she will have to take a 
make-up examination on a date and at a location selected by the instructor. Failure to take the 
make-up exam on the rescheduled date will result in a score of 0 for the examination. 







 
ACADEMIC HONESTY: 
 
All forms of academic dishonesty are prohibited at the University of Central Florida.  Academic 
dishonesty in any portion of your coursework (such as plagiarism on the paper or cheating on an 
examination) will result, at the very least, in your being assigned a failing grade for the course. If 
you’re uncertain as to what constitutes cheating or plagiarism or if you have any other concerns 
related to academic dishonesty, be sure to discuss the matter with the instructor. “Better safe than 
sorry” is good advice in matters involving academic integrity. 
 
EXPECTED STUDENT CONDUCT: 
 
The University of Central Florida (UCF) is dedicated not only to the advancement of knowledge 
and learning but is concerned with the development of responsible personal and social conduct.  
By enrolling at UCF, a student assumes the responsibility for becoming familiar with and 
abiding by the general rules of conduct.  The primary responsibility for managing the classroom 
environment rests with the faculty.  Students who engage in any prohibited or unlawful acts that 
result in disruption of a class may be directed by the faculty member to leave the class.   
Violation of any classroom or university rules may lead to disciplinary action up to and including 
expulsion from UCF.   Disciplinary action could include being withdrawn from class, disciplinary 
warning, probation, suspension, expulsion, or other appropriate and authorized actions.   
 
COURSE OBJECTIVE & FORMAT: 
 
The purpose of this course is to familiarize students with the variety of political ideologies that 
have arisen in the Western world since the late 17th century. The course will thus be organized 
around this diversity, which is meant to provide students with the tools necessary to understand 
the application of these ideologies, both historically and in the contemporary world. 
 
In general, the class will be conducted as a mixture of lecture and discussion and will provide the 
student with a forum to raise any questions he/she may have concerning the material covered in 
lectures and in the assigned readings. 
 
COURSE OUTLINE 
 
Here is a week-by-week list of topics, examination dates, and associated readings.   
 
DISCLAIMER: The schedule is subject to change if certain topics prove to require more or less 
time. 
 
 
Topic 1: Introduction to Political Ideology: A framework for analysis. 
 
Readings: Baradat (Hereafter: Text): Chapter 1-2; Festenstein & Kenny (Hereafter: Reader): 
pp. 1-13, 17-20, 27-32, 39-44 
 







 
Topic 2: Liberalism 
 
Readings: Text, Chapters 4-6; Reader: pp. 51-65, 72-90, 99-102 
 
 
MID-TERM EXAM:  13 OCT 2015 
 
 
Topic 3: Conservatism 
 
Readings:  Text, 96-99; Reader: pp. 119-131, 150-168, 172-175 
 
 
Topic 4: Socialism 
 
Readings: Text, Chapters: 8-9; Reader: pp. 175-218, 223-229, 233-246  
 
 
Topic 5: Nationalism & Fascism 
 
Readings: Text, Chapters 3 & 10; Reader: pp. 257-265, 271-274, 276-279, 381-390, 394-398 
 
 
Topic 6: Anarchism 
 
Readings: Text, Chapter 7; Reader: pp. 353-369, 375-381 
 
 
Topic 7: Feminism and Environmentalism 
 
Readings:  Text, Chapter 12; Reader: Chapters 6-7 
 
 
FINAL EXAM: THURSDAY, 10 DEC 2015 from 1-350PM  
 
 
I hope you enjoy the class and feel free to contact me if you have any questions. 
 
SPECIAL RULES: 
 
In accordance with state and federal law, instructors at the University of Central Florida cannot 
release information relating to the academic performance of students to persons other than the 
staff without the student’s written consent. In order for this information to be given out at request 
of a third party, the student must first sign a consent form to release their educational records.  
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Comparative Politics (CPO 3103) 
 


University of Central Florida 
Fall 2015 


 


Professor Güneş Murat Tezcür (Dr. T) 


Chair of Kurdish Political Studies  


Department of Political Science 


Office Phone: 407-823-2040 


tezcur@ucf.edu 


http://www.tezcur.org 


 


MWF 10:30 – 11:20 AM               Office Hours:  


PSY 0105        HPH 302F 


         W 12:00 – 14:00 


         or by appointment  
              


I. Description 


 


This course serves an introduction to comparative politics field of the discipline of political 


science. It discusses the comparative method, the nation-state system, the causes of 


poverty and development, the trajectory of democratization, the institutional basis of 


political power, and the politics of identity in different parts of the world. The tension 


between the diversity of human experience and the increasing demands for universal 


norms and standards in a globalized age is a recurring theme in this course. The three 


major objectives of the course are to 


 


• Introduce students to one of main fields of political science: comparative politics. 


• Provide students with a basic understanding of the implementation of different types of 


regime types, constitutions, legislatives and executives across the globe. 


• Develop students’ knowledge of cross-national and cross-regional differences in salient 


political issues such as poverty, democracy, and violence.  


 


On completing this course students will be able to: 


 


• Evaluate the relative merits of causal claims about socioeconomic and political 


processes. 


• Identify different characteristics of political regimes in the world.  


• Discuss the relevance of identities to political struggles in different parts of the world. 


• Analyze the impact of institutions and government policies upon the democratization 


process in each country.  
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II. Requirements 


Exams and Assignments  


 


Grades will be based on four short exams, a Tableau graph, a research paper, a final exam, 


and class participation. The distribution of the final grade is as follows: 


 


• 40%: Four scheduled short exams (10 % each) 


• 10%: Tableau graph (due October 9) 


• 20%: Short research paper (due November 30) 


• 20 % Final Exam (December 14) 


• 10%: Class participation  


 


• Short exams are composed of multiple-choice, fill-in-the-blanks, and short answer 


questions. They are not cumulative. Questions come from both the lectures and 


required readings. Short exam dates are September 14, October 5, October 30, and 


December 7.  


 


• Tableau software produces visually informative and appealing graphs 


(www.tableausoftware.com). Each student will have access to Tableau 9 and create a 


graph focusing on a certain issue in global politics. The graphs will be electronically 


submitted by 5 pm on October 9. Training in Tableau and data that can be used to 


create graphs will be available in September.  


 


• Each student will also write a research paper on one of the topics listed at the end of 


this syllabus. Detailed information about the papers is provided in Section VI (pp. 7-8).  


 


• The final exam on December 14 will cover all the assigned material in this course.  


 


• Class participation grade will reflect physical attendance as well as contribution to class 


discussions.  


Grade and Make-Up Policy 


Due dates are absolutely non-negotiable. Students who fail to complete Tableau and 


Research Paper assignments on time automatically receive 0 points for the assignment. 


Students who miss exams are given make-ups only if they are able to provide proper 


documentation for their absence. Make-ups must be taken only within three days of the 


original short exam date. No more than one make-up for each student is given throughout 


the semester.  


 


The following grade scale is applicable in this class: A: 100-94, A-: 93-90, B+: 89-87, B: 86-


84, B-: 83-80, C+: 79-77, C: 76-74, C-: 73-70, D+: 69-67, D: 66-60, F: 59-0. Grades are 


rounded to the nearest integer (e.g., 79.4=79, 79.6=80).  
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III. Academic Honesty   


As reflected in the UCF creed, integrity and scholarship are core values that should guide 


our conduct and decisions as members of the UCF community. Plagiarism and cheating 


contradict these values, and so are very serious academic offenses. UCF’s Golden Rule 


defines plagiarism as follows: “whereby another’s work is used or appropriated 


without any indication of the source, thereby attempting to convey the impression 


that such work is the student’s own.” 


 


A detailed description of what is meant by academic integrity is also found in that catalog. 


For more information and student responsibilities, see  


 


All acts of academic dishonesty including plagiarism, cheating, submitting false documents, 


and copying another student’s work will be penalized by an F for the course without any 


exception and leniency. If you are not sure what constitutes as academic dishonesty while 


doing your research, you should consult me at once.  


IV. Accessibility 


The UCF is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all persons with 


disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students with 


disabilities who need accommodations in this course must contact the professor at the 


beginning of the semester to discuss needed accommodations. No accommodations will be 


provided until the student has met with the professor to request accommodations. 


Students who need accommodations must be registered with Student Disability Services, 


Student Resource Center Room 132, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 


823-2116, before requesting accommodations from the professor.  


V. Course Schedule   


The following textbook is used in this class. All additional readings will be made available 


in advance.  


 


J. Tyler Dickovick and Jonathan Eastwood. Comparative Politics: Integrating Theories, 


Methods, and Cases. Oxford UP, 2nd edition, 2015. 


 


Week I (August 24-29) 


 


• The Comparative Approach and Inquiry 


 


Dickovick and Eastwood, Comparative Politics, chapters 1-2.  


 


Week II (August 31-September 4) 


 


•  The Evolution of Sovereign States System 


• Weak (e.g., Nigeria) and Powerful (e.g., France) States  


 







 4


Dickovick and Eastwood, Comparative Politics, chapter 3.  


•  


Week III (September 9 & 11) 


 


• Political Economy of Markets  


• Welfare State (e.g., Germany) and Income Inequality (e.g., USA) 


 


Dickovick and Eastwood, Comparative Politics, chapter 4.  


Dani Rodrik, “Designing Capitalism 3.0,” in The Globalization Paradox: Democracy and the 


Future of the World Economy¸ 2012.    


 


Week IV (September 14-18) 


 


• Poverty, Natural Resources & Economic Development  


 


Dickovick & Eastwood, Comparative Politics., chapter 5.  


Acemoglu/Davison and Diamond Debate: “What Makes Countries Rich or Poor?” The New 


York Review of Books June 7, 2012 and August 16, 2012. 


 


Short Exam I on September 14 


 


Week V (September 21-25) 


 


• Democracy and Democratization 


• The Indian Exceptionalism?  


 


Dickovick and Eastwood, Comparative Politics, chapter 6.  


 


Ronald Inglehart and Christian Welzel, “How Development Leads to Democracy,” Foreign 


Affairs March/April 2009.  


 


Week VI (September 28-October 2) 


 


• Authoritarianism and Dedemocratization  


• The Islamic Republic in Iran and the Weimar Republic in Germany  


 


Dickovick and Eastwood, Comparative Politics, chapter 7.  


Washington Post article on the cult of leader in North Korea (February 2015).  


 


Week VII (October 5-9) 


 


• Constitutions and the Design of Basic Laws  


• Federalism in India and Nigeria  


• Judicial Activism in the US 
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Dickovick and Eastwood, Comparative Politics, chapter 8.  


 


Short Exam II on October 5 


Tableau Graph due October 9.  


 


Week VIII (October 12-16) 


 


• Legislatures   


• The US and UK models compared  


 


Dickovick and Eastwood, Comparative Politics, chapter 9.  


 


Week IX (October 19-23) 


 


• Executives: Presidents, Prime Ministers, and Kings 


• Populism  


 


Dickovick and Eastwood, Comparative Politics, chapter 10.  


 


Week X (October 26-30) 


 


• Political Parties and Party Systems 


• The hegemonic parties in Mexico and Japan 


 


Dickovick and Eastwood, Comparative Politics, chapter 11.  


 


Short Exam III on October 30 


 


Week XI (November 2-6) 


 


• Political Violence and Revolution-I 


• Revolutions in France, Russia, China, and Iran 


 


Dickovick and Eastwood, Comparative Politics, chapter 12.  


 


Week XII (November 9 & 13) 


 


• Political Violence and Revolution-II 


• The Syrian Civil War: States, Groups, and Individuals  


 


Thanassis Cambanis, “The Surprising Appeal of ISIS,” The Boston Globe, June 29, 2014. 


Available at http://www.bostonglobe.com/ideas/2014/06/28/the-surprising-


appealisis/l9YwC0GVPQ3i4eBXt1o0hI/story.html.   


Güneş Murat Tezcür and Sabri Çiftçi, “Radical Turks: Why Turkish Citizens are Joining ISIS,” 


Foreign Affairs November 11, 2014. Available at 
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http://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/142352/gunes-murat-tezcur-and-sabri-


ciftci/radicalturks.  


 


Week XIII (November 16-20) 


 


• Nationalism & Ethnicity 


• The Kurdish Question  


 


Dickovick and Eastwood, Comparative Politics, chapter 13.  


Reading on the Kurds (TBA) 


 


Week XIV (November 23 & 25) 


 


• Politics of Identity: Gender  


• The Question of Muslim Women  


 


Dickovick and Eastwood, Comparative Politics, chapter 14.  


Amartya Sen, “More than 100 Million Women are Missing,” The New York Review of Books, 


December 20, 1990. Available at 


http://www.nybooks.com/articles/archives/1990/dec/20/more-than-100-million-


women-are-missing.  


Lila Abu-Lughod, “Do Muslim Women Really Need Saving? American Anthropologist 104 


(September 2002). 


 


Week XV (November 30-December 7) 


 


• Politics of Identity: Religion 


• The Idea of the Islamic State   


 


Dickovick and Eastwood, Comparative Politics, chapter 15.  


 


Short Research Papers due December 2. 


Short Exam IV on December 7.   
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VI. Short Research Papers  


 


Students are required to write a research paper by choosing one of the topics listed below. 


The papers should be electronically submitted as WORD documents by 5 pm on November 


23. Turnitin.com, an automated system which instructors can use to quickly and easily 


compare each student's assignment with billions of web sites, as well as an enormous 


database of student papers that grows with each submission, will process papers.  Late 


submissions are not accepted under any condition. Research papers should be between 


1,750 and 2,000 including a separate bibliography that should include at least 6 


reliable sources. They should be conceptual and analytical (rather than purely 


descriptive) meaning they identify competing/opposing perspectives, demonstrate 


familiarity with the differences and similarities between rival points of view, and offer a 


compelling argument. They should also discuss other plausible arguments and evaluate 


their strengths and weaknesses in a fair manner. Papers are evaluated according to five 


criteria: a) the quality and scope of research, b) the quality of writing and organization, c) 


the accuracy of knowledge, d) the coherence and consistency of the main argument, and e) 


grammar, style and format.  


 


All conventional citation styles are acceptable. Students are most welcome to consult me 


whenever they need guidance and suggestions. A good source to consult when writing a 


research paper is K. L. Turabian 2007. A Manual for Writers of Term Papers, Theses, and 


Dissertations. U of Chicago Press.  


 


UCF Library’s website provides access to numerous search engines that will enable 


students to locate relevant sources in a time efficient manner. Search engines such as 


LexisNexis, Google Scholar, JSTOR, WorldCat, and Web of Science are valuable tools for 


doing research. Electronic sources edited by anonymous users are not accepted as reliable 


sources. Papers should not rely on Wikipedia entries. A good paper would be the basis of a 


Wikipedia entry. 


 


Research projects should explore one of the following topics reported and discussed in the 


media, scholarly publications, policy circles and other relevant sources. 


 


Presentation/Paper Topics  


 


1. Statehood 


 


Membership in the UN is the ultimate criterion of statehood. The UN had originally 51 


members, but has now 193 members. Some territorial entities have been more successful 


than others in claiming statehood. While some very small entities such as Andorra, Belize, 


and Kiritabi have gained UN membership, other entities with larger population and 


resources such as Kurdistan, Somaliland, Taiwan, Tibet are not members of the UN. Choose 


a state that has recently gained UN membership and a territorial entity still lacking it. 


Compare and contrast their historical trajectory. What factors explain one’s success and 


other’s failure?  







 8


2. Poverty & Economic Growth 


 


Many countries have achieved remarkable economic growth and improved their citizens’ 


life standards since the mid-20th century. At the same time, countries with similar 


characteristics have exhibited very different performances. Choose a pair of countries from 


Latin America and Caribbean, Middle East and North Africa, Sub-Saharan Africa, or Asia 


with divergent economic growth in the last decades (Use World Development Indicators 


database available at Google Public Data Explorer, www.google.com/publicdata for initial 


exploration). What factors are responsible for this divergence? 


 


3. Democracy and Authoritarianism  


 


Choose two countries with very similar characteristics but different types of regimes. What 


factors explain this divergence? Alternatively, choose two countries with very different 


characteristics but similar types of regimes. What factors explain this convergence? 


 


4. Presidentialism and Parliamentarism 


 


Choose a country ruled by a parliamentary system and compare it with another country 


having a presidential system. Identify the relative strengths and weaknesses of these two 


systems on the basis of this comparison. For instance, which system seems to produce 


political stability? Which system seems to ensure greater political freedoms? 


 


5. Politics of Ethnic Identity: The Kurdish Question  


 


Movements demanding greater rights and power for ethnic groups have been ubiquitous in 


contemporary times. These movements often pose a strong challenge to the authority of 


the states and sometimes gain statehood. Focus on the Kurds and discuss the evolution of 


their nationalist struggle in two different countries (e.g., Iran-Turkey, Iraq-Syria, etc.). What 


factors facilitate ethnic mobilization? Why factors contribute to violence? What factors 


shape the success of Kurdish struggle?  
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Scope and Methods of Political Science (POS3703.0001/.0002) 
Pollock / Fall 2015 


Office 302 Phillips Hall 
Office hours MW: 8:30-10:15, 2:30-3:30 and by appointment 
Voice 407-823-2608  
Email Philip.Pollock@ucf.edu 
Required 
books 


Pollock, The Essentials of Political Analysis, 4th Edition 
Pollock, An SPSS Companion to Political Analysis, 4th Edition 


 
In this course you will learn the elements of social scientific thinking—how to describe variables 
and measure complex concepts, how to create explanations, how to construct and test hypotheses, 
how to think analytically, and how to control for rival explanations of political phenomena. You 
also will learn SPSS, data analysis software that is installed in many labs on campus and is 
available at https://apps.ucf.edu 
 
The CD in the required workbook, An SPSS Companion to Political Analysis, contains the 
datasets you will be analyzing. The CD does not contain the SPSS software. To complete the 
workbook assignments and take-home exams, you must use a lab computer OR run SPSS 
from https://apps.ucf.edu. Alternatively, you may wish to rent 
SPSS:  http://e5.onthehub.com/WebStore/ProductSearchOfferingList.aspx?ws=49c547ba-f56d-
dd11-bb6c-0030485a6b08&vsro=8&srch=statistics+base&utm_source=LandingPage-SPSS-
Statistics-Base-19&utm_medium=LandingPage&utm_campaign=SPSS&JSEnabled=1 
 
REQUIREMENTS 
This course has two sections, 0001 and 0002. You must attend class during the assigned time 
of the section for which you are registered.   
 
Your course grade will be based on three components: Attendance (15 percent), Assignments (15 
percent), and Exams (70 percent). 
 
Attendance.  15 percent. Attendance is required.  Do not arrive late or leave early. Late arrivals 
count as absences. Early departures count as absences. 
 
Assignments.  15 percent.  You will be given regular assignments during the term. Assignments 
are due at the beginning of class on the assigned date. Do not put assignments in my office 
mailbox.  Do not email your assignments. Late assignments receive zero points.  No make-up 
assignments.  No extra credit. 
 
Exams.  70 percent.  There will be four exams during the term—two in-class exams (25 percent 
each) and two take-home exams (10 percent each).  No early exams.  No make-up exams.  The 
exams will follow this schedule: 
 


 


  
Note: No class will be held on the following dates:  
Friday, September 4; Monday, September 7; Wednesday, November 11; Friday, November 27. 
 


Exam: Taken or Due on: 
In-class exam I October 14 
Take-home exam I October 16 
In-class exam II December 7 
Take-home exam II December 9 (10 a.m.) 



https://apps.ucf.edu/

https://apps.ucf.edu/

http://e5.onthehub.com/WebStore/ProductSearchOfferingList.aspx?ws=49c547ba-f56d-dd11-bb6c-0030485a6b08&vsro=8&srch=statistics+base&utm_source=LandingPage-SPSS-Statistics-Base-19&utm_medium=LandingPage&utm_campaign=SPSS&JSEnabled=1

http://e5.onthehub.com/WebStore/ProductSearchOfferingList.aspx?ws=49c547ba-f56d-dd11-bb6c-0030485a6b08&vsro=8&srch=statistics+base&utm_source=LandingPage-SPSS-Statistics-Base-19&utm_medium=LandingPage&utm_campaign=SPSS&JSEnabled=1

http://e5.onthehub.com/WebStore/ProductSearchOfferingList.aspx?ws=49c547ba-f56d-dd11-bb6c-0030485a6b08&vsro=8&srch=statistics+base&utm_source=LandingPage-SPSS-Statistics-Base-19&utm_medium=LandingPage&utm_campaign=SPSS&JSEnabled=1
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In-class exams are held during regularly scheduled class times. Take-home exams are available 
immediately following in-class exams and are downloaded from the course site. Take-home exam 
I is due October 16 at the beginning of class. Take-home exam II is due no later than December 9 
at 10 a.m. in our regular classroom.  
 
GRADING SCALE 


Letter Numeric 
A 90 or higher 
B+ 87-9 
B 80-86 
C+ 77-79 
C 70-76 
D+ 67-69 
D 60-66 
F 59 or lower 


 
FINANCIAL AID REQUIREMENT 
All faculty members are required to document students' academic activity at the beginning of 
each course. In order to document that you began this course, please complete the following 
academic activity by the end of the first week of classes, or as soon as possible after adding the 
course, but no later than August 28. Failure to do so will result in a delay in the disbursement 
of your financial aid. For details: http://online.ucf.edu/teach-online/resources/financial-aid/ 
 
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY AND DISHONESTY 
You must adhere to the highest standards of academic integrity and conduct, as  
specified in UCF’s Rules of Conduct (UCF-5.008).  Any student who violates these standards 
will receive an F in the course. Section UCF-5.008 describes acts that constitute Academic 
Misconduct: 
 
“1. Academic Misconduct (a) Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized 
materials, information or study aids in any academic exercise unless specifically authorized by 
the instructor of record. The unauthorized possession of examination or course related material 
also constitutes cheating. (b) Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or 
oral means. The presentation of material which has not been studied or learned, but rather was 
obtained through someone else’s efforts and used as part of an examination, course assignment or 
project. (c) Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling notes, handouts, etc. without 
authorization or using them for any commercial purpose without the express written permission 
of the University and the Instructor is a violation of this rule. (d) Falsifying or misrepresenting 
your academic work. (e) Plagiarism: Whereby another’s work is used or appropriated without 
any indication of the source, thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the 
student’s own. (f) Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more 
than once without the express written permission of the instructor. (g) Any student who 
knowingly helps another violate academic behavior standards is also in violation of the 
standards.” 
  



http://online.ucf.edu/teach-online/resources/financial-aid/
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SCHEDULE FOR THE TERM 
Week of Topic Essentials  Companion 
Aug24 
Aug31 
 


Concepts and measurement Introduction, 
Ch1 
 


  
 


[Sep7] 
Sep14 


Measuring and describing variables Ch2 Getting Started, 
Ch1, Ch2 
 


Sep21 
Sep28 


Explanations, hypotheses, comparisons 
 
 


Ch3  Ch3 


Oct5 
Oct12 
 


Making comparisons  Ch4 


Oct14 
Oct16 


In-class exam I 
Take-home exam I due 
 


  


Oct19 
Oct26 
 


Research design 
 


Ch4  


Nov2 
 


Understanding controlled comparisons Ch5   


Nov9 
Nov16 


Making controlled comparisons  Ch5 
 
  


Nov23 Foundations of inference Ch6   
 


Nov30 Correlation and linear regression 
 


Ch8  Ch6, Ch7 


Dec7 
Dec9 


In-class exam II 
Take-home exam II due, 10 a.m. 


  


Note: No class will be held on the following dates:  
Friday, September 4; Monday, September 7; Wednesday, November 11; Friday, November 27. 
 





		October 14

		In-class exam I

		October 16

		Topic

		Essentials 

		Companion
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UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL FLORIDA 
COLLEGE OF SCIENCES 


DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE  
(AUGUST 15, 2015) 


 
POS 7745.0001 – ADVANCED QUANTITATIVE METHODS IN POLITICAL RESEARCH  


(CREDIT: 3 UNITS) 
Thursday 2:00PM - 4:50AM HPH 409 


 
 


Instructor Dr. Kyungkook Kang  (pronounce Key-young-cook or K3) 
Office 302J Phillips Hall 
Office hours Tuesday/Thursday 10:20AM –11:50AM, or by appointment 


All office hours are first come, first served 
Main office phone 407-823-5082 
Instructor E-Mail Kyungkook.Kang@ucf.edu 
Correspondence  The best way of all correspondence with me will be via Canvas of 


Webcourses@UCF instead of regular email account, which can lead 
to delayed feedback. Please use Inbox, which is the global 
communication function in Canvas. I will normally respond within 
two business days. 
If you send a message to my UCF email address, I will make my 
reply only to the emails sent from your UCF Knights Email account 
(No Gmail, Hotmail, Yahoo Mail, etc. please).  


Required Textbooks Damodar Gujarati & Dawn Porter. 2008. Basic Econometrics. 5th 
Edition. McGraw-Hill/Irwin (Other additions will also suffice).  
Philip Pollock, The Essentials of Political Analysis, 4th Edition 
Philip Pollock, A Stata Companion to Political Analysis, 2nd Edition 


Recommended 
Textbook 


Peter Kennedy. 2008. A Guide to Econometrics. 6th Edition.  MIT 
Press (Other additions will also suffice). . 


 
 


IMPORTANT!!! - NEW POLICY REGARDING YOUR FINANCIAL AID 


As of the Fall 2015, all faculty members are required to document students' academic activity at 
the beginning of each course.  In order to receive the earliest financial aid disbursement, you 
MUST complete the non-credit assignment of syllabus quiz (can be found in Quizzes on 
webcourse@UCF) during the first week of class. Failure to do so may result in a delay in the 
disbursement of your financial aid. 


 


COURSE DESCRIPTION  


This course is designed to provide an introduction to quantitative research methodology for 
graduate students.  Particularly, we will discuss a comprehensive introduction to econometrics 
and its application to political science research.  
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Econometrics is the widely accepted toolkit among social scientists to empirically investigate 
theory and behavior. Even though the topic of econometric methodology is vast and 
controversial, we will mainly examine multivariate linear regression techniques that form the core 
of the discipline of empirical researches in political science. This method allows researchers to 
model and analyze the causal relationship between a dependent variable and one or more 
independent variables.   


To implement computational regression analysis, you will be actively involved with computer 
exercises using the STATA econometrics program available in the computer lab. Throughout the 
course I will use STATA to demonstrate a series of econometrics exercises with various 
estimation and test procedures.  


  
A willingness to work hard on possibly unfamiliar material. This course is targeted to students 
with no previous experience in advanced statistics. The essential background in statistics will be 
discussed in class, but I assume you have reasonable math skills required for GRE quantitative 
reasoning section. A basic understanding of statistics is very helpful meaning that you will benefit 
more from the class if you have taken at least one undergraduate class in quantitative 
methodology (such as for example UCF’s POS3703). 
 
 
COURSE GOALS 


In this course, our main goal is to not only become savvy consumers of quantitative research in 
political science but also to conduct our own research using empirical data and computer 
software. We will explore the mechanics of analytical research design and methodology to 
effectively present and interpret our findings in falsifiable ways.    
 
Particularly, we will discuss how to construct multivariate regression models, to estimate the 
parameters of those models, and to interpret the statistical results we obtain. Based on solid 
understanding on standard methods, we will also focus on research design development, 
operationalization and data applicability in answering certain types of research question. 
 
 


.   
COURSE DESIGN  


The techniques of analytical research methods are imparted principally through taking classes and 
doing problem sets, rather than independent reading. Therefore, we believe that a student who has 
performed well in the classes will be well-prepared for the exam. The exams and assignments will 
consist of required questions which test the material of texts and lecture notes. I will electronically 
distribute the electronic copy of my lecture material before each section begins.  


Our classes combines an examination of fundamental concepts and techniques of political science 
research with hands-on practical work applying those concepts and techniques. It is therefore essential for 
students to regularly attend the class and to read and carefully consider the required materials before the 
class. To complete the take-home assignments, you must use the HPH 310 computer lab computer OR 
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purchase the software and install it on your own PC or laptop. We will be using STATA in this course. I 
assume that you have no prior experience with this software. The recommended version is Stata/IC 14 
(Intercooled, the base model). You can purchase Stata at:  


HTTPS://WWW.STATA.COM/ORDER/NEW/EDU/GRADPLANS/CAMPUS-GRADPLAN/ 


 
 
ATTENDANCE 


Attendance is required. Regular attendance is crucial to being successful in this course. The 
material covered in this course is inherently cumulative. If you do not keep up, you will quickly 
find yourself too far behind to catch up. 
 
You should arrive to class on time: it will start promptly at its assigned time. Do not leave early. 
Late arrivals and early departures may count as absences. 
 
 


MAKE-UP EXAM & ASSIGNMENT POLICY  


Make-up exams and assignments will be granted only in the case of an emergency (only for 
documented reasons) and/or a university documented absence. I always investigate the claims 
and make sure the documents are authentic.  If such documentation is provided, it is up to the 
instructor’s discretion to grant a make-up exam or to excuse the student from taking the exam 
without penalty. All make-ups are given on the last week of the semester. No extra credit 
expected. If exam or assignment dates conflict with a religious holiday, please notify the 
instructor about this at the beginning of the class. I will seek to accommodate you. 
 
 


REQUIREMENTS  


Your course grade will be based on three components:  


 


 Attendance & Participation. 10 percent. Attendance is required. This course will move 
fast; you will become confused if you do not attend regularly. Late arrivals and early 
departures may count as absences. The frequency and quality of individual attendance will 
be carefully recorded and reflected in the final grades.  
The Webcourses site of Canvas has a discussion board. This board provides an 
opportunity to post questions regarding the course material and/or computing. In 
addition to precepts and office hours, please use this board on the course website when 
asking questions about lectures, problem sets, and other course materials. This will allow 
students to see other students’ questions and learn from them. I will regularly check the 
board and answer questions posted, although everyone else is also encouraged to 
contribute to the discussion. A student’s respectful and constructive participation on the 
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forum will count toward his/her class participation grade. Do not email your questions 
directly to me unless they are of personal nature — I will not answer them! 
 


 Three Take-Home Assignments. 60 percent. You will be given three regular 
assignments during the term. The homework assignments will include a number of 
theoretical questions as well as statistical computing exercises using STATA.  Each 
student is to attempt all problems individually before the assigned date. The penalty for 
submitting a lab assignment late is 10 points (one letter grade approximately) for each 
calendar day of lateness. I encourage you to work together on all homework assignments, 
but your final product must be your own. 
 


 One Take-Home Exam. 30 percent. You will be given one comprehensive In-Class 
exam covering all topics that were discussed in class. Notice that for the take-home exam, 
you will be given 24 hours to finish using your textbook, classroom notes, or other online 
resources. However, you will not be allowed to collaborate with anybody. It will contain a 
number of theoretical questions as well as analytical exercises. No late submission will be 
accepted and will receive “zero” points.   
 


 


UCF DISABILITY STATEMENT 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all 
persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students 
with disabilities who need accommodations in this course must contact the professor at the 
beginning of the semester to discuss needed accommodations. No accommodations will be 
provided until the student has met with the professor to request accommodations. Students who 
need accommodations must be registered with Student Disability Services, Student Resource 
Center, Room 132, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before 
requesting accommodations from the professor. 


 


UCF RULES OF ACADEMIC CONDUCT 


As reflected in the UCF creed, integrity and scholarship are core values that should guide our 
conduct and decisions as members of the UCF community. Plagiarism and cheating are very 
serious academic offenses. Please refer to the University’s Rules of Conduct (available at: 
http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu) for more information on these issues. Failure to comply with 
university rules may subject violator(s) to appropriate action by university authorities and/or 
appropriate civil authorities. The penalty for students who plagiarize or cheat on an exam or an 
assignment will include a grade of F on that exam or assignment. 
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PROFESSIONALISM POLICY  


Per university policy and classroom etiquette; mobile phones, iPods, etc. must be silenced during 
all classroom and lab lectures. Those not heeding this rule will be asked to leave the 
classroom/lab immediately so as to not disrupt the learning environment. Please arrive on time 
for all class meetings. Students who habitually disturb the class by talking, arriving late, etc., and 
have been warned may suffer a reduction in their final class grade (NO POINTS IN 
ATTENDANCE, SERIOUSLY!). 


 


UNIVERSITY WRITING CENTER 


The University Writing Center (UWC) is a free resource for UCF undergraduates and graduates. 
At the UWC, a trained writing consultant will work individually with you on anything you're 
writing (in or out of class), at any point in the writing process from brainstorming to editing. 
Appointments are recommended, but not required. For more information or to make an 
appointment, visit the UWC website at http://www.uwc.ucf.edu, stop by MOD 608, or call 
407.823.2197. 


 


GRADING  


Graded tests and materials in this course will be returned individually only by request. You can 
access your scores at any time using the Grade Book function of Webcourses. Please note that 
scores returned mid-semester are unofficial grades. Your course grade will be determined by the 
following numeric scale: 


  


Course Points Average Letter Grade 
90-100  A 
85-89  A- 
80-84  B+ 
75-79  B 
70-74  B- 
65-69  C+ 
60-64  C 
55-59  C - 
50-54  D+ 
45-49  D 
40-44  D- 
0-39  F 
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IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 


Drop/Swap Deadline: Thursday, Aug 27, 2015 


APSA Meeting (No Class – Make-up schedule TBD): Thursday, Sep 3, 2015  


Grade Forgiveness Deadline: Monday, Nov 2, 2015 


Withdrawal Deadline: Monday, Nov 2, 2015 


Thanksgiving (No Class): Thursday, Nov 26, 2015 


Final Take-Home Examination: Posted on Tuesday, Dec 8, 2015, 9:00AM. The answer is due 


back to me by Wednesday, Dec 9, 2015, 8:59AM.  


Grade Due in myUCF (Faculty): Friday, Dec 18, 2015 


Grade Available on myUCF: Monday, 21, 2015 


 


TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE  


On the following page a tentative course schedule is provided. I plan to cover most of the text. In 
addition, I will present a fair amount of material in lectures that is not in the book.  


 


Session and Date Topic Pollock Gujarati 
1st  (Aug 27) Introduction Ch1 – Ch7 Ch1 
2nd (Sep 10) Empirical Research Background  Ch1 – Ch7 Ch1  
3th / 4th (Sep 17 / 
Sep 24) 


Mechanics of Simple Linear Regression  
1. Definition of “Linear” & “Regression” 
2. Concept of Controlling Variables 
3. Deriving Regression Coefficients 
4. Concept of Ordinary Least Squares 


(OLS) 


Ch7–  Ch8 
 


Ch2 – Ch4  
 


5th (Oct 1) Variance of β and Hypothesis Testing  
1. A Review of Statistical Concepts 
2. Testing Hypotheses about Population 


Parameters  
3. Sampling Distributions of the OLS 


Estimators 


Ch6 –  Ch7 Ch5 – Ch6 


6th (Oct 8) 
 
 
 
Additional 
Reading 


General Linear Regression  
1. Multiple Regression Analysis: Estimation 


& Inference  
2. Model Performance 


Ch8 
 


Ch7 – Ch 8 
 


King, Gary. 1986. “How Not to Lie with Statistics: Avoiding Common Mistakes 
in Quantitative Political Science.” American Journal of Political Science 30: 666-
687.   


Christopher H. Achen. 1977. “Measuring Representation: Perils of the 
Correlation Coefficient.”  American Journal of Political Science 21: 805-815. 
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7th (Oct 15) 
 
 
 
Additional 
Reading 


Dummy Variables, Interaction Terms 
1. Multiple Regression Analysis with 


Qualitative Information  
2. Allowing for Different Slopes 


Ch8 Ch9  
 


Friedrich, Robert J.  1982.  “In Defense of Multiplicative Terms in Multiple 
Regression Equations.”  American Journal of Political Science 26: 797-833.   


Brambor et al.  2005.  “Understanding Interaction Models: Improving Empirical 
Analyses.” Political Analysis  13: 1-20. 


8th / 9th / 10th  
(Oct 22 / Oct 29 
/ Nov 5) 
 
 
Additional  
Reading 


Violating the Assumptions of OLS  
1. Multicollinearity 
2. Heteroskedasticity  
3. Autocorrelation 
4. Omitted Variable Bias 


Ch8 Ch10 – Ch13 


Fiorina, Morris P. “Some Problems in Studying the Effects of Resource 
Allocation in Congressional Elections.”  American Journal of Political Science 
25: 543-567.   


Downe, George W. and David M. Rocke.  1979.  “Interpreting 
Heteroscedasticity.”  American Journal of Political Science 23: 816-828.  


Chatterjee, Sangit and Frederick Wiseman.  1983.  “Use of Regression 
Diagnostics in Political Science Research.”  American Journal of Political 
Science 27:  601-613.   


Beck, Nathaniel, & Katz, Jonathan N. 1995. “What to do (and not to do) with 
time-series crosssectional data.” American Political Science Review  89(3): 634-
647. 


Pollins, Brian.M. 1989. “Does Trade Still Follow the Flag?”  American Political 
Science Review 83: 465-480. 


Russet, Bruce.  1982.  “Defense Expenditures and National Well Being.”  
American Political Science Review 76: 767-77. 


11th  / 12th  (Nov 12 
/ Nov 19) 
 
Additional 
Reading 


Qualitative/Binary Response Regression  
1. Specifying Logit and Probit Models for 


Binary Response 
2. Limited Dependent Variable Models 


Ch9  
 


Ch14 – Ch15 


Hagle, Timothy M. and Glenn E. Mitchell II.  1992.  “Goodness-of-Fit Measures 
for Probit and Logit.”  American Journal of Political Science 36: 762-784.   


Doyle, Michael W. and Nicholas Sambanis.  2000.  “International Peacebuilding:  
A Theoretical and Quantitative Analysis.”  American Political Science Review 94: 
779-801.   


Fearon, James D. and David D. Laitin. 2003. “Ethnicity, Insurgency, and Civil 
War.” American Political Science Review  97 (1): 75–90. 


13th (Dec 3) 
Additional  
Reading 


Panel Data Regression   
1. Pooling Independent Cross Sections across 


Time 
2. Fixed & Random Effects Estimation 


 Ch16 


Alt, James E. Alt and David Dreyer Lassen. 2006. “Transparency, Political 
Polarization, and Political Budget Cycles in OECD Countries.” American 
Journal of Political Science 50 (3): 530:550. 


 


*** Note: The content of syllabus and course schedule are subject to change and update at the 
instructor’s discretion if necessary.  Changes to the syllabus, if any, will be announced in class and the 
updated syllabus will be posted on Canvas. Students are responsible for any changes in 
syllabus/schedule which are announced in class. 








 


 


 


Course Number: CPO 6058  


Political Violence and Revolution 


Department of Political Science 


University of Central Florida 


 


COURSE SYLLABUS 


 


    


Instructor:  Jonathan M. Powell, Ph.D. Term:  Fall 2015 


Office:  Howard Phillips Hall 305B Class Days:  Wednesday 


Phone:  407-823-2082 Class Hours:  6:00-8:50 


E-Mail:  jonathan.powell@ucf.edu Class Location:  HPH305G 


Website: www.jonathanmpowell.com Office Hours: W 2-5; R 10-12 


 


I. University Course Catalog Description 


Seminar addresses theory and analytical models of political revolutions and insurgencies with 


cases, especially Third World. 


 


II. Course Objectives 


Students will… 


1. Conceptually distinguish between forms of political violence. 


2. Understand major theoretical efforts to explain multiple forms of political violence 


3. Recognize differences between these efforts, and why they are important. 


4. Develop the ability to understand and, to a lesser degree, utilize advanced research 


methodology.  


5. Produce an original research paper of professional quality. 


 


III. Course Prerequisites 


Graduate Studies or C.I. 


 


IV. Course Credits 


3 


 


V. Required Texts and Materials 


Brockett, Charles. 2005. Political Movements and Violence in Central America. Cambridge, UK: 


Cambridge University Press. 


 


Students will also be responsible for numerous readings from academic journals, think tank 


reports, news periodicals, etc., as specified in the syllabus, the course schedule, or disseminated 


during the semester.  Given the desire to keep this class relevant to current events, some readings 


will not be announced until well into the semester.   


  



mailto:jonathan.powell@ucf.edu

http://www.jonathanmpowell.com/





 


 


 


VI. Basis for Final Grade 


Assessment 


Percent of Final 


Grade 


Attendance & Discussion 


Data Presentation 


Paper - Draft 1 (September 30) 


10% 


5% 


10% 


Paper - Draft 2 (October 28) 


Paper – Full Draft (November 25) 


20% 


20% 


Presentation/Discussant 10% 


Total 


 


100% 


Attendance & Discussion (10%): 


This class is a seminar.  Consequently, the success of the class will be largely dependent on the 


degree to which students are present, have prepared to discuss the material, and are active in class.  


Students are expected to arrive on time and remain through the duration of the class.  At least one 


10 minute break will be provided during the session. 


 


Students should arrive to class having finished each of the materials listed on the syllabus for that 


day.  Students should bring any notes they have taken and copies of the readings themselves.  If 


your notes are on a computer they should be printed as hard copy.  At the instructor’s discretion, 


pop quizzes can be implemented to reflect up to 5% of the Attendance & Discussion grade.  


Students will be updated on this component twice during the semester. 


 


Data Presentation (5%) 


Each student will give a brief (5-10 minute) presentation on a dataset that is relevant to the class.  


Examples of relevant data are provided throughout the syllabus.  The instructor will give an 


example of the presentation during the first session.  Though the nature of the presentation will 


inevitably vary with the nature of the data being covered, students should at the very least be 


prepared to discuss the concepts being considered in the data, provide brief descriptive statistics, 


and provide a glimpse of the relationship between one variable from the dataset with a variable 


from a different dataset.  In most cases, this will require students to merge data using statistical 


software.  Students will be asked for their preferences on the second week of classes. 


 


Paper Draft 1 (10%) 


Due September 30.  This draft will include an introduction that clearly articulates a specific 


research question, reviews of relevant academic literature, presents a clear theoretical argument, 


includes a discussion of appropriate and accessible data sources, and should be fully cited using 


APSA’s in-text citation format (plus page numbers).  You might not know the exact method you 


intend or need to use to answer your research question, but you need to clearly demonstrate the 


project is feasible by discussing your data sources.  This draft will probably be in the range of 


5,000 to 6,000 words. 


 


Paper Draft 2 (20%) 


Due October 28.  This is a complete draft of the paper and should not be considered as a “rough” 


draft.  It should represent the student’s best effort and will be graded as such.  The draft will include 







 


 


all of the components of the first draft, an explicit description of the methodology (research design, 


data sources, coding decisions, etc.), and a first effort at analyzing the data (either qualitative or 


quantitative).  The draft should also address the instructor’s comments from the first draft.  If any 


suggestions are not utilized, the draft should be accompanied by a memo that justifies omission 


(examples of a memo will be provided).  This draft should be in the range of 7,000-9,000 words, 


including any tables, figures, and works cited pages.  All students should be prepared to present 


their papers to the class as early as October 28. 


 


Paper – Complete Draft (20%) 


Due December 4. This will be a full and revised draft of a serious research paper and will have 


either addressed all previous comments from the instructor and classmates, or, in memo form, 


provide a justification for why the comment was not addressed.  Specifically, the explanation will 


need to explain why the instructor’s suggestion was inappropriate.  Complete drafts will generally 


be between 8,000 and 9,000 words.  An “A” grade on this draft means the paper is ready for a 


major conference and (with limited additional work) shows the potential to eventually be 


published. 


 


Presentation/Discussant (10%): 


Each student will present their paper in the class.  Presentations will be in powerpoint style and 


organized as panels of 3-5 students.  Each student will have 12 minutes to present their project.  


After each student has gone, there will be a 15-20 minute question and answer session.  Panels 


will be constructed and scheduled according to the paper’s subject matter.  All students should be 


fully prepared to present their projects on October 28. 


 


Students are also expected to act as discussants for their classmates.  For the purposes of this class, 


this will require students to ask informed questions about and provide helpful insights for their 


classmates.  Students are not asked to comment on all presentations, however, they should 


anticipate being active for each panel.   


 


Grading Scale 


This grading scale assumes students will be good classroom citizens.  The 


instructor reserves the right to penalize students that cause classroom 


disruptions.  In short, a disruption can be thought of as any behavior that 


is not appropriate to a classroom setting and distracts either the instructor 


or other students. 


 


VII. Grade Dissemination 


Graded tests and materials in this course will be returned individually 


only by request. Assume each component of the grade will be graded 


one week after submission.  You can access your scores at any time 


using "myUCF Grades" in the portal.  If the grade is not available 


online, assume your assignment has not been graded.  Please note that 


scores returned mid-semester are unofficial grades. If you need help 


accessing myUCF Grades, see the online tutorial: 


https://myucfgrades.ucf.edu/help/. 


 


Grading Scale (%) 


94-100  A 


90-93.99  A- 


87-89.99  B+ 


84-86.99  B 


80-83.99  B- 


77-79.99  C+ 


74-76.99  C 


70-73.99  C- 


67-69.99  D+ 


64-66.99  D 


60-63.99  D- 


0 – 59.99  F 



https://myucfgrades.ucf.edu/help/





 


 


VIII. Course Policies 


Late Work Policy:  


As a rule, late work will not be accepted and assignments not submitted on time will receive a 


grade of 0.  Requests for extensions, regardless of the justification, will be given fair 


consideration when the request is made 48 hours prior to the due date.  “Last minute” requests 


will not be viewed favorably unless a reasonable excuse can be documented. 


 


Grades of "Incomplete":  


The current university policy concerning incomplete grades will be followed in this course. 


Incomplete grades are given only in situations where unexpected emergencies prevent a student 


from completing the course and the remaining work can be completed the next semester. Your 


instructor is the final authority on whether you qualify for an incomplete. Incomplete work must 


be finished by the end of the subsequent semester or the “I” will automatically be recorded as an 


“F” on your transcript. 


 


Rewrite Policy:  


No rewrites are available in this class. 


 


IX. Course Policies: Technology and Media 


Email:  


The instructor will make a strong effort to respond to all emails by 5:00 p.m. the day the message 


is received.   


 All emails should include “CPO 6058” or another indicator in the subject line that 


identifies the message as relevant to the class. I will prioritize emails coming from 


students enrolled in the class.  In other words, EMAILS THAT DO NOT 


INCLUDE AN APPROPRIATE SUBJECT LINE WILL LIKELY HAVE A 


DELAYED RESPONSE. 


 Emails should include a salutation.   


 Students, per university policy, are required to correspond with their official 


Knights email address.   


 Due to prior issues with Canvas/Webcourses, I strongly recommend using Outlook 


to draft direct emails to jonathan.powell@ucf.edu.  Anticipate delayed responses if 


messaging through webcourses. 


 Students should first consult the syllabus regarding basic requirements (this will 


usually save you time). 


 


Laptop and Electronic Usage:  


As a rule, all electronics should be turned off and be out of sight for the duration of the class 


unless the student provides a compelling reason in advance of the class or is instructed by the 


professor.  Note taking is not sufficient, and growing evidence suggests students recording notes 


via an electronic device are far less likely to retain information than those who take notes by 


hand (e.g., Mueller and Oppenheimer 2014).  In practice, the policy will only be enforced if the 


device provides a distraction to either the instructor or other students.  Keep in mind, the degree 


to which other students might be distracted by your computer, ipad, etc., is completely out of 


your control.  Each violation of this policy will result in a 2% deduction in the cumulative grade 


at the end of the semester. 



mailto:jonathan.powell@ucf.edu





 


 


 


X. Course Policies 


Disability Access:  


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all 


persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students 


who need accommodations must be registered with Student Disability Services, Ferrell 


Commons Room 185, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before 


requesting accommodations from the professor. 


 


Attendance Policy:  


Attendance will be taken during each session but presence alone is not sufficient to earn points 


for the “Attendance and Discussion” part of the grade.  Participation in class discussions will be 


regularly monitored.  Students will be informed of their current participation grade at mid-term. 


 


Professionalism Policy:  


Per university policy and classroom etiquette; mobile phones, iPods, etc. must be silenced 


during all classroom and lab lectures. Those not heeding this rule will be asked to leave the 


classroom immediately so as to not disrupt the learning environment. Please arrive on time for all 


class meetings. Students who habitually disturb the class by talking, arriving late, etc., and have 


been warned may suffer a reduction in their final class grade of up to 2% for each offense.  


 


Academic Conduct Policy:  


Academic dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated.  If you are uncertain as to what 


constitutes academic dishonesty, please consult The Golden Rule, the University of Central 


Florida's Student Handbook (http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/) for further details.  As in all 


University courses, The Golden Rule Rules of Conduct will be applied.  Violations of these rules 


will result in a record of the infraction being placed in your file and receiving a zero on the work 


in question AT A MINIMUM.  At the instructor’s discretion, you may also receive a failing 


grade for the course.  Episodes of plagiarism will result in an automatic failure of the class and I 


will forward the case to Office of Student Conduct with a recommendation for expulsion.   


 


Turinitin.com:  


In this course we will utilize turnitin.com, an automated system which instructors can use to 


quickly and easily compare each student's assignment with billions of web sites, as well as an 


enormous database of student papers that grows with each submission. Accordingly, you will be 


expected to submit all assignments in both hard copy and electronic format. After the assignment 


is processed, as instructor I receive a report from turnitin.com that states if and how another 


author’s work was used in the assignment. For a more detailed look at this process visit 


http://www.turnitin.com.  Essays are due at turnitin.com the same day as in class.  


 


University Writing Center:  


The University Writing Center (UWC) is a free resource for UCF undergraduates and graduates. 


At the UWC, a trained writing consultant will work individually with you on anything you're 


writing (in or out of class), at any point in the writing process from brainstorming to editing. 


Appointments are recommended, but not required. For more information or to make an 



http://www.turnitin.com/





 


 


appointment, visit the UWC website at http://www.uwc.ucf.edu, stop by MOD 608, or call 


407.823.2197. 


 


Religious Observances 


Students are expected to notify their instructor in advance if they intend to miss class to observe 


a holy day of their religious faith. For a current schedule of major religious holidays, see the 


Faculty Center’s main web page under “Calendars,” and for additional information, contact the 


Office of Diversity Initiatives at 407-823-6479. 


 


XI. SCHEDULE 


The reading schedule should be considered tentative until two weeks prior to the reading is 


assigned.  Some revisions will be made after the second week of class based on student interest. 
 


August 26 


 Goldstone, Jack. 2001. “Toward a Fourth Generation of Revolutionary Theory.” Annual 


Review of Political Science 4:139-187. [skim] 


 Sambanis, Nicholas. 2004. “What is Civil War?: Conceptual and Empirical Complexities 


of an Operational Definition.” Journal of Peace Research 48(6):814-858. [Skim] 


 Themnér, Lotta, and Peter Wallensteen. 2013. “Armed Conflicts, 1946-2012.” Journal of 


Peace Research 50(4):509-521. 


 Powell, Jonathan, and Clayton Thyne. 2010. “Global Instances of Coups from 1950-


2010.” Journal of Peace Research 48(2):249-259. 


 Harff, Barbara. 2003. “No Lessons Learned from the Holocaust?: Assessing Risks of 


Genocide and Political Mass Murder since 1955.” American Political Science Review 


97(1):57-73. 


 DATA: Instructor will give an example of the data presentation, using: 


o Powell & Thyne Coup Dataset. http://www.jonathanmpowell.com/coup-detat-


dataset.html 


o Polity IV Project. http://www.systemicpeace.org/polityproject.html 


o Geddes, Wright, & Frantz regime data. http://sites.psu.edu/dictators/ 


o Cheibub, Gandhi, & Vreeland regime data. 


https://sites.google.com/site/joseantoniocheibub/datasets/democracy-and-


dictatorship-revisited 


 


September 2 


 Goldstone, Jack. 1994. “Is Revolution Individually Rational? Groups and Individuals in 


Revolutionary Collective Action.” Rationality and Society 6(1):139-166. 


 Lichbach, Mark. 1994. “What makes Rational Peasants Revolutionary?: Dilemma, 


Paradox, and Irony in Peasant Collective Action.” World Politics 46(3):383-418. 


 Moore, Will. 1995. “Rational Rebels: Overcoming the Free-Rider Problem.” Political 


Research Quarterly 4(2):417-454. 


 Kalyvas, Stathis, and Matthew Kocher. 2007. “How ‘Free’ is Free Riding in Civil Wars? 


Violence, Insurgency, and the Collective Action Problem.” World Politics 59(2):177-216. 


 DATA:   


o Archigos. http://www.rochester.edu/college/faculty/hgoemans/data.htm 



http://www.jonathanmpowell.com/coup-detat-dataset.html

http://www.jonathanmpowell.com/coup-detat-dataset.html

http://www.systemicpeace.org/polityproject.html

http://sites.psu.edu/dictators/

https://sites.google.com/site/joseantoniocheibub/datasets/democracy-and-dictatorship-revisited

https://sites.google.com/site/joseantoniocheibub/datasets/democracy-and-dictatorship-revisited

http://www.rochester.edu/college/faculty/hgoemans/data.htm





 


 


o Svolik’s Politics of Authoritarian Rule data. 


http://publish.illinois.edu/msvolik/the-politics-of-authoritarian-rule/ 


 


September 9 


 MacCulloch, Robert. 2004. “The Impact of Income on the Taste for Revolt.” American 


Journal of Political Science 48(4):830-848. 


 Justino, Patricia. 2009. “Poverty and Violent Conflict: A Micro-Level Perspective on the 


Causes and Duration of Warfare.” Journal of Peace Research 46(3):315-333. 


 Berman, Eli, Michael Callen, Joseph Felter, and Jacob Shapiro. 2011. “Do Working Men 


Rebel? Insurgency and Unemployment in Afghanistan, Iraq, and the Philippines.” 


Journal of Conflict Resolution 55(4):496-528. 


 Thyne, Clayton, and Ryan Schroeder. 2012. “Social Constraints and Civil War: Bridging 


the Gap with Criminological Theory.” Journal of Politics 74(4):1066-1078. 


 Murshed, S. Mansoob, and Scott Gates. 2005. “Spatial-Horizontal Inequality and the 


Maoist Insurgency in Nepal.” Review of Development Economics 9(1):121-134. 


 Nepal, Mani. 2011. “More Inequality, More Killing: The Maoist Insurgency in Nepal.” 


American Journal of Political Science 55(4):885-905. 


 Buhaug, Halvard, Lars-Erik Cederman, and Kristian Skrede Gleditsch. 2013. “Square 


Pegs in Round Holes: Inequalities, Grievances, and Civil War.” International Studies 


Quarterly. 


 Acemoglu, Daron, and James Robinson. 2001. “A Theory of Political Transitions.” The 


American Economic Review 91(4):938-963. 


 DATA:  


o World Values Survey. www.worldvaluessurvey.org 


 See also Latinobarameter, Afrobarometer, Eurobarometer, etc. 


o Social Conflict Analysis Dataset. https://www.strausscenter.org/scad.html 


o Social, Political, and Economic Events Data. 


http://www.clinecenter.illinois.edu/data/speed/event/ 


 


September 16 


 Hegre, Havard, Tanja Ellingsen, Scott Gates, and Nils Petter Gleditsch. 2001. “Toward a 


Democratic Civil Peace? Democracy, Political Change, and Civil War, 1816-1992.” 


American Political Science Review 95(1):33-48. 


 Brockett 


 DATA:  


o Armed Conflict Location & Event Dataset. http://www.acleddata.com/ 


 


September 23 


 Skocpol, Theda. 1976. “France, Russia, China: A Structural Analysis of Social 


Revolutions.” Comparative Studies in Society and History 18(2):175-210. 


 Brockett 


 DATA 


o Nonviolent and Violent Campaigns and Outcomes. 


http://www.du.edu/korbel/sie/research/chenow_navco_data.html 


 


September 30  



http://publish.illinois.edu/msvolik/the-politics-of-authoritarian-rule/

http://www.worldvaluessurvey.org/

https://www.strausscenter.org/scad.html

http://www.clinecenter.illinois.edu/data/speed/event/

http://www.acleddata.com/

http://www.du.edu/korbel/sie/research/chenow_navco_data.html





 


 


 Ellingsen, Tanja. 2000. “Colorful Community or Ethnic Witches’ Brew?: Multiethnicity 


and Domestic Conflict during and after the Cold War.” Journal of Conflict Resolution 


44(2):228-249. 


 Fearon, James, and David Laitin. 2003. “Ethnicity, Insurgency, and Civil War.” 


American Political Science Review 97(1):75-90. 


 Jakobsen, Tor, and Indra de Soysa. 2009. “Give me Liberty, or Give me Death!: State 


Repression, Ethnic Grievance and Civil War, 1981-2004.” Civil Wars 11(2):137-157. 


 Habyarimana, James, Macartan Humphreys, Daniel Posner, and Jeremy Weinstein. 2007. 


“Why does Ethnic Diversity Undermine Public Goods Provision?” American Political 


Science Review 101(4):709-725. 


 Cederman, Lars-Erik, Nils Weidmann, and Kristian Skrede Gleditsch. 2011. “Horizontal 


Inequalities and Ethnonationalist Civil War: A Global Comparison.” American Political 


Science Review 105(3):478-495. 


 Harkness, Kristen. 2014. “The Ethnic Army and the State: Explaining Coup Traps and 


the Difficulties of Democratization in Africa.” Journal of Conflict Resolution. 


 Roessler, Philip. 2011. “The Enemy Within: Personal Rule, Coups, and Civil War in 


Africa.” World Politics 63(2):300-346. 


 DATA 


o Ethnic Power Relations. http://www.epr.ucla.edu/ 


 


October 7 


 Collier, Paul, and Anke Hoeffler. 2004. “Greed and Grievance in Civil War.” Oxford 


Economic Papers 56:563-595. 


 Fearon, James. 2005. “Primary Commodity Exports and Civil War.” Journal of Conflict 


Resolution 49(4):483-507. 


 Ross, Michael. 2004. “How do Natural Resources Influence Civil War: Evidence from 


Thirteen Cases.” International Organization 58(1):35-67. 


 Ross, Michael. 2004. “What do we know about Natural Resources and Civil War?” 


Journal of Peace Research 41(3):337-356. 


 Cotet, Anca, and Kevin Tsui. 2013. “Oil and Conflict: What does the Cross Country 


Evidence Really Show?” American Economic Journal: Macroeconomics 5(1):49-80. 


 Snyder, Richard. 2006. “Does Lootable Wealth Breed Disorder? A Political Economy of 


Extraction Framework?” Comparative Political Studies 39(8):943-968. 


 Lujala, Paivi, Nils Petter Gleditsch, and Elisabeth Gilmore. 2005. “A Diamond Curse?: 


Civil War and a Lootable Resource.” Journal of Conflict Resolution 49(4):538-562. 


 Lujala, Paivi. 2009. “Deadly Combat over Natural Resources: Gems, Petroleum, Drugs, 


and the Severity of Armed Civil Conflict.” Journal of Conflict Resolution 53(1):50-71. 


 Tusalem, Rollin, and Minion K.C. Morrison. 2013. “The Impact of Diamonds on 


Economic Growth, Adverse Regime Change, and Democratic State-Building in Africa.” 


International Political Science Review. 


 DATA 


o DiaData. https://www.prio.org/Data/Geographical-and-Resource-


Datasets/Diamond-Resources/ 


o Oil (Michael Ross). http://www.sscnet.ucla.edu/polisci/faculty/ross/data.html 


o World Bank Natural Resource Rents. http://wdi.worldbank.org/table/3.15 



http://www.epr.ucla.edu/

https://www.prio.org/Data/Geographical-and-Resource-Datasets/Diamond-Resources/

https://www.prio.org/Data/Geographical-and-Resource-Datasets/Diamond-Resources/

http://www.sscnet.ucla.edu/polisci/faculty/ross/data.html

http://wdi.worldbank.org/table/3.15





 


 


 


October 14 


 Pion-Berlin, David, and Harold Trinkunas. 2010. “Civilian Praetorianism and Military 


Shirking During Constitutional Crises in Latin America.” Comparative Politics 


42(4):395-411. 


 Lee, Terrence. 2005. “Military Cohesion and Regime Maintenance: Explaining the Role 


of the Military in 1989 China and 1998 Indonesia.” Armed Forces & Society 32(1):80-


104. 


 Stephan, Maria, and Erica Chenoweth. 2008. “Why Civil Resistance Works: The 


Strategic Logic of Nonviolent Conflict.” International Security 33(1):7-44. 


 Dwyer, Maggie. 2015. “Peacekeeping Abroad, Trouble Making at Home: Mutinies in 


West Africa.” African Affairs. 


 Dwyer, Maggie. 2015. “Tactical Communication: Mutiny as a Dialogue in West and 


Central Africa.” Africa Spectrum 50(1):5-23. 


 DATA 


o Stockholm International Peace Research Institute. http://www.sipri.org/databases 


o Correlates of War National Material Capabilities. 


http://cow.la.psu.edu/COW2%20Data/Capabilities/nmc4.htm 


 


October 21 


 Quinlivan, James T. 1999. “Coup-proofing: Its Practice and Consequences in the Middle 


East.” International Security 24(2):131-165. 


 Belkin, Aaron and Evan Schofer. 2003. “Toward a Structural Understanding of Coup 


Risk.” Journal of Conflict Resolution 47(5):594-620. 


 Arriola. Leonardo. 2009. “Patronage and Political Stability in Africa.” Comparative 


Political Studies 42(10):1339-1362. 


 Thyne, Clayton. 2010. “Supporter of Stability or Agent of Agitation? The Effect of 


United States Foreign Policy on Coups in Latin America, 1960-1999.” Journal of Peace 


Research 47(4):449-461. 


 Leon, Gabriel. 2014. “Loyalty for Sale? Military Spending and Coups d’état.” Public 


Choice 59(3-4):363-383. 


 Lindberg, Staffan and John Clark. 2008. “Does Democratization Reduce the Risk of 


Military Interventions in Politics in Africa?” Democratization 15(1):86-105. 


 Miller, Michael. 2012. “Economic Development, Violent Leader Removal, and 


Democratization.” American Journal of Political Science 56:1002–1020. 


 DATA 


o SPEED Coup d’état Project. 


http://www.clinecenter.illinois.edu/data/speed/coupdata/ 


o Center for Systemic Peace coup data. 


http://www.systemicpeace.org/inscrdata.html 


o Archigos. http://www.rochester.edu/college/faculty/hgoemans/data.htm 


 Emphasis specific exit & entry codes. 


 


October 28 



http://www.sipri.org/databases

http://cow.la.psu.edu/COW2%20Data/Capabilities/nmc4.htm

http://www.clinecenter.illinois.edu/data/speed/coupdata/

http://www.systemicpeace.org/inscrdata.html

http://www.rochester.edu/college/faculty/hgoemans/data.htm





 


 


 Barracca, Steven. 2007. “Military Coups in the Post-Cold War Era: Pakistan, Ecuador, 


and Venezuela.” Third World Quarterly 28(1):137-154. 


 Powell, Jonathan. 2012. “Determinants of the Attempting and Outcome of Coups d’état.” 


Journal of Conflict Resolution 56(6):1017-1040. 


 Bell, Curtis, and Jun Koga. “The Causes and Consequences of War-Time Coups d’état.” 


Journal of Conflict Resolution. Forthcoming. 


 Marinov, Nikolay, and Henk Goemans. 2014. “Coups and Democracy.” British Journal 


of Political Science. 


 Souaré, Issaka. 2014. “The African Union as a Norm Entrepreneur on Military Coups 


d’état in Africa (1952-2012): An Empirical Assessment.” Journal of Modern African 


Studies 52(1):69-94. 


 Frances Nguendi Ikome. 2007 “Good Coups and Bad Coups: the Limits of the African 


Union’s Injunction on Unconstitutional Changes of Power in Africa.” Occasional Paper 


No. 55. Pretoria: Institute for Global Dialogue. 


 


November 4 


 Homer-Dixon, Thomas. 1994. “Environmental Scarcities and Violent Conflict: Evidence 


from Cases.” International Security 19(1):5-40. 


 Urdal, Henrik. 2005. “People vs. Malthus: Population Pressure, Environmental 


Degradation, and Armed Conflict Revisited.” Journal of Peace Research 42(4):417-434. 


 Raleigh, Clionadh, Henrik Urdal. 2007. “Climate Change, Environmental Degradation, 


and Armed Conflict.” Political Geography 26:674-694. 


 Fjelde, Hanne, and Nina von Uexkull. 2012. “Climate Triggers: Rainfall Anomalies, 


Vulnerability, and Communal Conflict in Sub-Saharan Africa.” Political Geography 


31:444-453. 


 Raleigh, Clionadh. 2010. “Political Marginalization, Climate Change, and Conflict in 


African Sahel States.” International Studies Review 12(1):69-86. 


 Hendrix, Cullen, Idean Salehyan. 2012. “Climate Change, Rainfall, and Social Conflict in 


Africa.” Journal of Peace Research 49(1):35-50. 


 DATA: 


o Issue Correlates of War. http://www.paulhensel.org/icow.html 


o World Bank Environment Data. http://data.worldbank.org/topic/environment 


 


November 11 


 Crescenzi, Mark. 2003. “Economic Exit, Interdependence, and Conflict.” Journal of 


Politics 65(3):809-832. 


 Gartzke, Erik. 2007. “The Capitalist Peace.” American Journal of Political Science 


51(1):166-191. 


 Barbieri, Katherine, and Rafael Reuveny. 2005. “Economic Globalization and Civil 


War.” Journal of Politics 67(4):1228-1247. 


 Mousseau, Michael. 2012. “Capitalist Development and Civil War.” International 


Studies Quarterly 56:470-483. 


 Powell, Jonathan, and Mwita Chacha. “Investing in Stability: Economic Interdependence, 


the Capitalist Peace, and Coups d’état.” Review process walk-through. 


 DATA 



http://www.paulhensel.org/icow.html

http://data.worldbank.org/topic/environment





 


 


o Correlates of War Bilateral Trade Data. http://www.correlatesofwar.org/data-


sets/bilateral-trade 


o KOF Globalization Indices. http://globalization.kof.ethz.ch/ 


o Contract Intensity of National Economies. 


http://politicalscience.cos.ucf.edu/people/mousseau-michael/ 


 


November 18 


 Reiter, Dan. 2014. “The Positivist Study of Gender and International Relations.” Journal 


of Conflict Resolution. 


 Caprioli, Mary, and Mark Boyer. 2001. “Gender, Violence, and International Crises.” 


Journal of Conflict Resolution 45(4):503-518. 


 Hudson, Valerie, Mary Caprioli, Bonnie Ballif-Spanvill, Rose McDermott, and Chad 


Emmett. 2009. “The Heart of the Matter: The Security of Women and the Security of 


States.” International Security 33(3):7-45. 


 Melander, Erik. 2005. “Gender Equality and Intrastate Armed Conflict.” International 


Studies Quarterly 49(3):695-714. 


 Melander, Erik. 2013. “Revisiting Representation: Communism, Women in Politics, and 


the Decline of Armed Conflict in East Asia.” International Interactions 39(4):558-574. 


 Thayer, Bradley, and Valerie Hudson. “Sex and the Shaheed: Insights from the Life 


Sciences on Islamic Suicide Terrorism.” International Security 33(4):37-62. 


 MacKenzie, Megan. 2009. “Securitization and Desecuritization: Female Soldiers and the 


Reconstruction of Women in Post-Conflict Sierra Leone.” Security Studies 18:241-261. 


 Schroeder, Theresa. 2016. “When Security Dominates the Agenda: The Influence of 


Ongoing Security Threats on Female Representation.” Journal of Conflict Resolution. 


Forthcoming. 


 DATA 


o Woman Stats Project. http://womanstats.org/first_time_users.html 


 


November 25 


 Selection from Singer, Peter W. Children at War. New York: Pantheon Books. 


 Achvarina, Vera, and Simon Reich. 2006. “No Place to Hide: Refugees, Displaced 


Persons, and the Recruitment of Child Soldiers.” International Security 31(1): 127-164. 


 Blattman, Christopher, and Jeannie Annan. 2010. “The Consequences of Child 


Soldiering.” Review of Economics and Statistics 92(4):882-898. 


 Lasley, Trace, and Clayton Thyne. 2015. “Secession, Legitimacy, and the Use of Child 


Soldiers.” Conflict Management and Peace Science 32(3):289-308. 


 Beber, Brend, & Christopher Blattman. 2013. “The Logic of Child Soldiering and 


Coercion.” International Organization 67(1):65-104. 


 Haer, Roos, and Tobias Bohmelt. 2015. “The Impct of Child Soldiers on Rebel Groups’ 


Fighting Capacities.” Conflict Management and Peace Science. Forthcoming. 


 Tynes, Robert, and Bryan Early. 2015. “Governments, Rebels, and the Use of Child 


Soldiers in Internal Armed Conflicts: A Global Analysis, 1987-2007.” Peace Economics, 


Peace Science, and Public Policy 21(1):79-110. 


 DATA 


o Replication data for Beber & Blattman, Haer & Bohmelt, or Tynes & Early 



http://www.correlatesofwar.org/data-sets/bilateral-trade

http://www.correlatesofwar.org/data-sets/bilateral-trade

http://globalization.kof.ethz.ch/

http://politicalscience.cos.ucf.edu/people/mousseau-michael/

http://womanstats.org/first_time_users.html





 


 


 


 


December 2? - Explaining the Arab Spring 


 Lutterbeck, Derek. 2013. “Arab Uprisings, Armed Forces, and Civil-Military Relations.” 


Armed Forces & Society 39(1):28-52. 


 Brooks, Risa. 2013. “Abandoned at the Palace: Why the Tunisian Military Defected from 


the Ben Ali Regime in January 2011.” Journal of Strategic Studies 36(2):205-220. 


 Frisch, Hillel. 2013. “The Egyptian Army and Egypt’s Spring.” Journal of Strategic 


Studies 36(2): 180-204. 


 Gaub, Florence. 2013. “The Libyan Armed Forces between Coup-Proofing and 


Repression.” Journal of Strategic Studies 36(2):221-244. 


 Makara, Michael. 2013. “Coup-Proofing, Military Defection, and the Arab Spring.”  


Democracy and Security 9(4):334-359. 


 Knights, Michael. 2013. “The Military Role in Yemen’s Protests: Civil-Military 


Relations in the Tribal Republic.” Journal of Strategic Studies 36(2):261-288. 


 Louer, Laurence. 2013. “Sectarianism and Coup-Proofing Strategies in Bahrain.” Journal 


of Strategic Studies 36(2): 245-260. 


 


 


 








Political Theory 4314 
Contemporary Democratic Theory 


FALL 2015 
 
Dr. Paul A. Labedz     
Telephone: (407) 582-2227    
Office Hours: TBA 
Email: Paul.Labedz@ucf.edu     
             
      
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
Study of democratic theories, emphasizing liberal democracy and its critics, elitist theories, 
participatory democracy, citizen participation, and relevance of empirical 
research to democratic theory. 
 
READINGS 
 
The following texts are assigned for this course and are available for purchase at the University 
of Central Florida bookstore: 
 
Held, David.  Models of Democracy (Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 2006) 3rd edition. 
ISBN: 0-8047-5472-1 
 
Dahl, Robert, Shapiro, Ian, and José Antonio Cheibub. The Democracy Sourcebook (Cambridge, 
MA: The MIT Press, 2003) ISBN: 0-262-54147-5 
 
 
COURSE ASSIGNMENTS 
 
• Three (3) exams      (50 points each) 
   
• Class participation      (10 points) 
 
 
EXAMINATIONS 
 
Three (3) essay-style examinations will be given throughout the semester. The first exam will 
cover reading and lecture material from part 1 of the course (see course outline below); the 
second exam will cover reading and lecture material from part 2; the third exam will cover 
reading and lecture materials from part 3. For an overview of the subjects contained within each 
of the segments/parts of the course, please consult the course outline below. Each exam is worth 
a maximum of 50 points. The dates for the exams will be announced in class and via email. 
 
 







 
GRADING 


The overall grade for the course will be based on the student’s performance on each of the above 
assignments. The maximum number of points a student can acquire is 160.  


The grading scale is based on the following point distributions: 144-160=A, 128-143=B, 112-
142=C, 96-111=D, 0-95= F.  


Grades will not be based on a curve and will reflect the quality of the work submitted.  


No extra credit opportunities will be available for this course. 


 
CLASSROOM POLICIES 
 
ATTENDANCE:  
 
Attendance is mandatory. There will be only four EXCUSED absences allowed over the course 
of the semester. Any unexcused absences will result in five points being deducted from your 
final course grade for each absence.  Attendance will be taken at the start of each class period 
and after the break during each class; therefore, it is important that you arrive to class on time. 
Should you happen to arrive late for a particular session, be sure to sign the roster after class so 
that you are not marked as absent from class. 
 
As of Fall 2014, all faculty members are required to document students' academic activity at the 
beginning of each course. In order to document that you began this course, please complete the 
following academic activity by the end of the first week of classes, or as soon as possible after 
adding the course. Failure to do so will result in a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid.  
 
The assigned activity for this course requires students to access UCF webcourses and complete 
the assignment labeled “Student Data Sheet.” The completed data sheet must be submitted to the 
instructor via UCF webcourses prior to the deadline, which will be announced in class.  
 
 
MAKE-UP EXAMS: 
 
All students will be expected to take each of the examinations on the scheduled dates. In the 
event that a student has an excused absence on the date of the exams, he/she will have to take a 
make-up examination on a date and at a location selected by the instructor. Failure to take the 
make-up exam on the rescheduled date will result in a score of 0 for the examination. 
 
ACADEMIC HONESTY: 
 
All forms of academic dishonesty are prohibited at the University of Central Florida.  Academic 
dishonesty in any portion of your coursework (such as plagiarism on a report or cheating on an 
examination) will result, at the very least, in your being assigned a failing grade for the course. If 







you’re uncertain as to what constitutes cheating or plagiarism or if you have any other concerns 
related to academic dishonesty, be sure to discuss the matter with the instructor. “Better safe than 
sorry” is good advice in matters involving academic integrity. 
 
EXPECTED STUDENT CONDUCT: 
 
The University of Central Florida (UCF) is dedicated not only to the advancement of knowledge 
and learning but is concerned with the development of responsible personal and social conduct.  
By enrolling at UCF, a student assumes the responsibility for becoming familiar with and 
abiding by the general rules of conduct.  The primary responsibility for managing the classroom 
environment rests with the faculty.  Students who engage in any prohibited or unlawful acts that 
result in disruption of a class may be directed by the faculty member to leave the class.   
Violation of any classroom or university rules may lead to disciplinary action up to and including 
expulsion from UCF.   Disciplinary action could include being withdrawn from class, disciplinary 
warning, probation, suspension, expulsion, or other appropriate and authorized actions.   
 
 
COURSE OBJECTIVE & FORMAT: 
 
The purpose of this course is to familiarize students with some of the key concepts in the study 
of contemporary democratic theory. The course will be organized around three central themes: 
the varied meanings of democracy, the theoretical approaches to understanding democracy, and 
the institutions and practice of modern democracy. 
 
In general, the class will be conducted as a mixture of lecture and discussion and will provide the 
student with a forum to raise any questions he/she may have concerning the material covered in 
lectures and in the assigned readings. 
 
 
COURSE OUTLINE 
 
Here is a week-by-week list of topics, examination dates, and associated readings.   
 
The schedule is subject to change if certain topics prove to require more or less time. 
 
 
 
PART 1: VARIANTS OF DEMOCRACY 
 


A. Democracy as “process” 
 
Readings: Held, Chapters 1-3, pp.141-157; Dahl, et al., pp. 5-12, 29-39 


 
B. Democracy as “rights” 


 
Readings: Dahl, et al., pp. 123-133;  







 
C. Democracy as “values” 


 
Readings: Dahl, et al., pp. 157-190 


 
D. Democracy as “economics” 


 
Readings: Held, Chapter 4, pp. 172-179; Dahl, et al., 436-453 


 
 
PART 2: THE MODERN PRACTICE OF DEMOCRACY 
 
 


A. The Institutions of Democracy 
 
Readings: Dahl, et al., pp. 191-217, Chapter 5 


 
B. The Electoral Systems of Democracy 


 
Readings: Dahl, et al., Chapter 6 


 
 


PART 3: THE THEORETICAL PERSPECTIVES ON DEMOCRACY 


 
A. Pluralism 


 
Readings: Held, pp. 158-169; Dahl, et al., pp. 118-122, 207-216, 364-371 


 
B. Consociational Democracy 


 
Readings: Held, pp.158-172; Dahl, et al., pp. 142-151 


 
C. Rational Choice Theory 


 
Readings: Dahl, et al., pp. 372-380; pp. 393-397 


 
D. Participatory Democracy 


 
Readings: Held, pp. 209-216; Dahl et al., pp. 40-47 


 
E. Deliberative Democracy 


 
Readings: Held, Chapter 9, Dahl, et al., pp. 18-28 


 







 
 
I hope you enjoy the class and feel free to contact me if you have any questions. 
 
SPECIAL RULES: 
 
In accordance with state and federal law, instructors at the University of Central Florida cannot 
release information relating to the academic performance of students to persons other than the 
staff without the student’s written consent. In order for this information to be given out at request 
of a third party, the student must first sign a consent form to release their educational records.  
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World Political 
Geography 


GEO 3471 
Tuesday Night Section 


Fall 2015 


Richard E. Tyre - Instructor 
Department of Political Science 


University of Central Florida  
Office Hours:T 5:00-5:30 (at Classroom)        


Office:  302N Phillips Hall 
Email: Richard.Tyre@UCF.edu 


 
 
 
Course Objectives 
Students will be able to:  
 -analyze the impact of political geography and its concepts on the global issues. 
 -appreciate the intersection between political science, international relations, and geography.  
 -understand the actors and stakeholders behind major global conflict issues. 
 -critically analyze the popular media and print for accuracy and political bias. 
 -participate in real-life simulated work in Geography. 
 
 
Course Focus  
We think of politics and geography as separate areas of interest; after all we have two separate 
disciplines, Political Science and Geography, each with their own institutional expressions, their own 
textbooks, etc. But in many ways they should be looked at as a seamless whole. Human geography is 
produced and politics is at the center of that production. Likewise politics always has a geography and 
cannot avoid it; think of the simple distinction between „domestic‟ and „foreign‟ policy or the 
structure of the American state: the idea of a distinction between state and federal governments and 
their respective, geographically defined, jurisdictions. Hence: Political Geography.  
 
In this course we will develop and apply a framework for looking at the world through this particular 
lens; making certain things stand out, eliciting attention that previously might not have been 
forthcoming. Political geography is everywhere: in the city, in the country that we call the United 
States, in the world, and, yes, in this lecture room. You cannot understand the world without it, though 
politicians, and geographers for that matter, have often tried to. It will open your eyes.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



mailto:Richard.
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Required Novels 
 


• I Am a Soldier, Too ISBN-13: 978-1400077472 
 


• Nervious Conditions ISBN-13: 978-0954702335 
 
 
Media  
The course will utilize the BBC World News.  Every day, students should stay informed with global 
issues via the BBC website and World Service bulletin.  The World Service bulletin is a daily 5 minute 
presentation of the global news.  It is highly advised to stay current on global issues. 
This is easily accessed via: <news.bbc.co.uk>, then selecting Video and Audio. 
 
 
Supplementary Course Materials 
Supplementary course materials will include readings from articles, newspapers or websites. Several 
films may be assigned for viewing, available online and/or at the Library media center.   
 
 
Final Grading Scale 


A >  93  B+ 87 – 89.99  C+ 77 – 79.99  D+ 66 – 69.99 
A- 90 – 92  B 83 – 86  C 72 - 76  D 62 – 65 
   B- 80 – 82  C- 70 - 71  D- 60 – 61 
         F <  59.99 


 
Grading Criteria 
Online Blog: 10% 
Individual Assignments, Quizzes, & Projects: 20% 
Novel Analysis: 20% 
Mid-Term & Final Exam: 50% 
 


• Reflection Papers & Debate Blog (through Blogspot.com) 
Throughout the semester, personal reflection posts will be assigned based on the readings from 
the class and based on the debates that will take place throughout the semester.  These blog 
posts will be graded on their ability to synthesize the material and apply the major points from 
the readings and debates on their own personal research or interest in Political Geography.  
Each post should be at least one to one and a half pages of typed, double-spaced text.  
Collectively, these blog posts will be worth 10% of the overall grade for the course.  Blog posts 
will be graded at the end of the semester.  Due dates for the blog posts appear in the course 
schedule and you should try to stay on task.  
 
A Blogspot.com blog must be created within the first 2 weeks of the semester 
. 


• Individual Assignments, Quizzes, & Group Projects 
Throughout the semester, many individual assignments will be posted online.  There will also 
be two mini-group work projects assigned throughout the semester.  The first group project will 
be based on an analysis of a given country and the second will be a Qualitative Research 
Project designed by your group.  Each project, quiz and assignment will be worth 2-5% of your 
final grade.  Collectively, these assignments and projects will be worth 20% of the overall 
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grade for the course.  Late assignments will be accepted for a 50% reduction in the grade after 
one class.  Assignments more than 1 week late will not be accepted.   


 
 


• Novel Analysis 
Throughout the semester you are encouraged to read two (2) novels that put a face on some of 
the issues that we will discuss.  I Am a Soldier, Too puts a face on war and shows how it 
effects more than just the soldiers fighting abroad.  Nervous Conditions is a complex read that 
shows the impact of gender inequality, colonialism, and the 1st World/3rd World divide that can 
still be seen today.  Students are asked to read BOTH novels and complete a minimum of six 
(6) page novel analysis, highlighting the themes and topics from the books and the class.  More 
detailed information about this assignment will post when we discuss the themes and topics.  
The novel analysis is due December 1, 2015 (at the time of the final class, NO EXCEPTIONS).   


 
  


• Mid-Term & Final Exam 
There are two (2) exams throughout the semester.  One is a Mid-Term that focuses on World 
Regional Geography and the other is a non-comprehensive Final Exam that focuses on World 
Political Geography, which is scheduled for Tuesday, December 15 at 7:00 PM.  The exams 
will be worth 25% of your final grade each.  


 
 
Attendance Policy: 
I do not hold a formal attendance policy.  Attendance, however, will help each student understand the 
materials from the course and analyze the readings for their value to the course.  This is a 3000 level 
course.  We will simulate real-life work in Political Geography.  Treat this course as a career.  
Throughout the semester, I will randomly take attendance and for each time you are not present, I will 
deduct 5% from your final grade.       
 
 
In-Class Communication 
The style of learning in this class requires open communication and respect for all other opinions.  It is 
not my goal to force you to think as I think, but rather, to form your own global ideas and defend them.  
Throughout the class, you may be called out to defend your ideas.  Do your best and just know that 
your inability to believe the same things I believe will NOT negatively affect your final grade, rather, I 
welcome healthy and constructive debate, but I do demand respect for differing opinions. 
 
 
*All elements of this syllabus are subject to change at the discretion of the instructor during the course 
with due notice.  An effort will be made to avoid any changes but circumstances may necessitate 
potential alterations, particularly those related to course format, scheduling and content. 
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SYLLABUS 
Politics In Film 


University of Central Florida 
FALL  2015 


Professor Mark Logas                                                                Class Meets: Tuesday/Thursday 9:00am-10:15am 
Phone: 407-299-5000 Ext. 2028                                         Room: CB1-318 
E-Mail: Mark.Logas@ucf.edu                               Course: POS 3258 
Office Location: Outside Hall-CB1-318 
 


POS 3258 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
The influence of motion pictures on popular understanding of American and international politics. Credit Hours: 3  


 


MAJOR TOPICS/CONCEPTS/SKILLS/ISSUES 
• Evolution of Film in Politics: Theatrical performances and Television  
• Film Production and New Technology 
• Decades of Political Film Making and Influence 
• Political Films and Television shows by Topic 
• Women, Politics, and Film 
• Portrayal of Blacks in Film 
• Film Coverage of War  
• Communist Influence in Hollywood, McCarthy Hearings, and Blacklisting 
• Patriotism in Film 
• Censorship, Prior Restraint and Free Speech Protection  
 


REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS  
Terry Christensen and Peter J. Haas. 2005. Projecting Politics: Political Messages In American Films.  
 M.E. Sharpe, Inc. Armonk, New York/London, England   ISBN: 978-0765614445 
Mason, J. Cheney. 2014. Justice In America . TitleTown Green Bay, Wisconsin  ISBN: 0-9911938-8-1  


 
 


STUDENT PREPARATION & EVALUATION 
Students who enroll in this course are expected to demonstrate maturity, responsibility, professionalism, respect for 
differing viewpoints, and a general understanding of the relationship between film production, TV, and government.  
------- 


Class meetings will follow a combination lecture/discussion format. Students are expected to come to class prepared 
to discuss assigned reading from the text reading and to meet other course requirements outlined in your syllabus. 
Lectures, discussions, video presentations, and guest speakers will not always parallel text material. Exam material 
will include subjects covered in class as well as text reading assignments which may not be covered in class.  
------- 


Class attendance and participation will impact your final grade. The evaluation method: Meaningful Participation 
in each class=Excellent/Above Average; Occasional Participation=Average; Little or No Participation=Below 
Average/Failing. Participation grades will be assigned based on the student’s contributions throughout the semester.  
------- 


Students with disabilities who qualify for academic accommodations must provide notification from the Student 
Accessibility Services Office and discuss specific needs with the instructor, during the first two weeks of class.  
------- 


Audio/Video recording of any portion of the class and/or posting of comments made by students and the instructor 
is strictly prohibited and will be considered a violation of privacy rights. This includes social media websites, 
including but not limited to: YouTube, Facebook, Twitter, MySpace, Blogs, and news media. 
 


UCF KNIGHTS E-MAIL COMMUNICATION, CLASS ANNOUNCEMENTS 
UCF uses e-mail as the official means of notifying students of important university business. Every student must 
register for, and maintain a Knights E-mail account at http://www.knightsemail.ucf.edu and check it regularly. 
Throughout the semester, I will send important information to your assigned Knights E-mail account.  
 


I will not discuss or share any class or grade information through the Internet unless you send a specific 
written request to me through your UCF account. I will only discuss course content and performance through 
your assigned UCF student account. Non-UCF based e-mails are automatically deleted without being read. 
 


UCF does not accept responsibility if official communication fails to reach a student who has not registered for, or 
maintained and checked on a regular basis, their Knights E-Mail account. 
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ATTENDANCE POLICY-UNEXCUSED ABSENCES 
Attendance is expected and will contribute to course grades. Attendance will be taken at the beginning of class. 
Five (5) points will be deducted from the attendance grade for each scheduled class that is missed throughout the 
semester. Students who arrive late to class or leave before class is dismissed will be counted as absent. 
Students who arrive late or are absent on the day a guest speaker is in class will lose ten (10) points.  


 


ATTENDANCE-QUIZZES & WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS 
 Students may be given unannounced quizzes and written assignments that will not be given on a make-up basis. If 


you are not in class on the day a quiz or written assignment is given, you will receive a zero (0) for that quiz.  
------- 


       Late papers are not accepted. Quiz/Papers not turned in by the deadline will earn a zero (0) grade.  
------- 


       If you believe that you might be sick the day your paper is due, experience printer problems, or encounter traffic  
       problems, it is your responsibility to turn your paper in early, prior to the deadline.  


------- 


       Electronic submissions are not accepted and will be deleted. Papers may not be turned in by other students. 
 


ATTENDANCE-CELLULAR PHONES, PAGERS, AND IPOD POLICY 
All iPods, iPads, iPhones, cellular phones, pagers, and electronic recording devices must be turned off or placed 
on a silent mode and out of sight during class. If you leave during class to answer a silent call or text please do not 
return as these interruptions are rude and disruptive to the learning process. Students who fail to comply with 
this rule will be asked to leave the classroom, receiving a grade of “0” toward their participation grade. If there is an 
emergency situation warranting the silent mode use of a cell phone during class, notify me in writing prior to class.  


 


STUDENT CONDUCT & ACADEMIC BEHAVIOR STANDARDS 
 Students are subject to federal and state laws and local ordinances as well as regulations prescribed by the University 


of Central Florida and the Florida Board of Governors. The breach or violation of any of these laws or regulations 
may result in disciplinary action. Detailed conduct regulations and procedures are presented in The Golden Rule. 


 


The University of Central Florida is committed to a policy of honesty in academic affairs. Conduct that comprises a 
breach of this policy may result in academic action and/or disciplinary action. Academic action affects student 
assignments, examinations or grades. Disciplinary action affects student enrollment status. Examples of conduct for 
which students may be subject to academic and/or disciplinary penalties including expulsion are: 


~Cheating, whereby non-permissible written, visual, electronic or oral assistance including that obtained from   
    another student is utilized on examinations, course assignments, or projects. The unauthorized possession or  
    use of examination or course related material shall also constitute cheating. 
 


~Plagiarism, whereby another’s work is used or appropriated without any indication of the source, thereby    
attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s own. Any student failing to properly credit 
ideas or materials taken from another has plagiarized. 


 


~Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling notes, handouts, etc. without authorization or using them for any  
commercial purpose without the express written permission of the University and the Instructor is a violation of 
this rule. 


Note: A student who has assisted another in any of the aforementioned breach of standards shall be considered  
    equally culpable. In cases of cheating or plagiarism, the instructor may take appropriate academic action  
    ranging from loss of credit for a specific assignment, examination, or project to removal from the course with a  
    grade of “F.” 


    


Note: The primary responsibility for managing the classroom environment rests with the professor.  
 


           Students who display disruptive behavior that detracts from the learning experience of other students  
           will be asked to leave the classroom.   


 


GUEST SPEAKER SERIES 
     Students will have an opportunity to enhance their knowledge of the relationship between film and  
      government by listening to professionals who will share their experiences and by asking questions of our guest  
      speakers. Class etiquette when Guest Speakers are present will play a major role in your Participation grade.    
 


VIDEO SERIES 
     Students will view clips from movies and television shows from several decades. Students will be responsible for       
     watching the entire films and shows that are assigned and/or discussed and not just the portions that I will show in  
     class for supplemental and/or discussion purposes. 
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RESEARCH POSITION PAPER 
      Students will be required to write a position paper based on motion picture movies and television shows that  
      have been instrumental in projecting political messages in American films, while impacting our popular  
      culture. Papers must include citations from the actual film/TV show chosen by the student that are listed in  
      Bold on the Tentative Class Schedule page. Students must demonstrate a general understanding of the  
      motion picture film and television show, use specific examples to illustrate the political messages, and  
      clearly articulate the outcome of the message on the intended audience and popular culture. 
 


EXAMS 
      Another portion of the course grade will be determined by the student’s performance on three exams (2 regular exams 


and 1 Final Exam). Each exam will consist of term/concept identification and essay topics. The exam schedule can be 
found on the tentative assignment sheet. Students will take exams in the classroom. Graded Exams will be returned 
during class. The Final Exam will cover Unit 3 material and will also be a comprehensive evaluation of each student’s 
knowledge and understanding of the course. Any student not taking the final exam will earn a final grade of “F”.  


 


There will be no early exams allowed unless arrangements are made with the instructor at least one week prior to the 
scheduled exam. It is the student’s responsibility to contact the instructor if a medical emergency situation or family 
death arises prior to an exam. Failure to notify the instructor prior to the missed exam will result in a zero (0) grade 
on the exam. There will be no make-up exams given if proper documentation of the above situation is not 
provided. Make-up exams will be given at the instructor’s convenience. There will be no make-up Final Exams. 
 


In addition to the cellular phone/pager attendance policy, STUDENTS WHO BRING THEIR 
CELLULAR PHONES and/or ELECTRONIC DEVICES TO CLASS ON EXAM DAY AND OPENLY 
DISPLAY THEM DURING THE EXAM WILL BE ASKED TO LEAVE THE ROOM. IN ADDITION, A 
GRADE OF “0” WILL BE ASSIGNED FOR THAT SCHEDULED EXAM. Students who bring cellular phones 
and/or electronic devices to class on exam dates must turn them off and keep them out of sight during the exam.  


 


COURSE GRADES 
  Final Course grades will be determined by: 


 -Attendance/Participation/Guest Speaker series (25%) 
 -Research Position Paper (25%) 
 -Two (2) Exams (25%) 
 -Final Exam (25%)  


The average will be evaluated on the following scale: 90 - 100 = A 
    80 -   89 = B 
  70 -   79 = C 
  60 -   69 = D 
    0 -   59 = F 
WITHDRAWAL POLICY 
      Students may withdraw from a class and receive the notation of “W” until the date noted in the “Academic Calendar” 
      online at http://www.registrar.ucf.edu/calendar/academic. A student may withdraw from courses using myUCF at  
      https://my.ucf.edu, or by visiting the Registrar’s Office (MH 161), certain college advising offices, or a Regional  
      Campus records office. Students seeking to withdraw in person must sign the request and must provide photo  
      identification. The official date of withdrawal is the date the University receives the withdrawal request. Withdrawing  
      from classes may have financial aid, NCAA eligibility or international visa consequences. Students should seek  
      appropriate advisement prior to withdrawing from a class. The Withdrawal Deadline is: NOVEMBER 2, 2015. 
  


      A student is not automatically withdrawn from a class for not attending, nor can an instructor withdraw a student from  
      a class. No withdrawal is permitted after the deadline except in extraordinary circumstances. Unsatisfactory academic     
      performance is not an acceptable reason for withdrawal after the deadline.  
 


OFFICE HOURS  
  Tuesday/Thursday:  8:45 a.m. –  9:00 a.m.  Student area outside CB1-318 
  Tuesday/Thursday:  11:45 a.m. –  12:15 p.m.  Student area outside PSY-105 


~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 


Changes in the syllabus and/or schedule may be made at anytime during the term by 
announcement of the professor. It is your responsibility to stay informed of any changes. 
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TENTATIVE CLASS SCHEDULE 
CLASS     CHAPTER    TOPICS TO BE COVERED 
8/25  Class introduction-Overview of Semester-The New Politics In Film 
& 8/27 1-Setting the Scene A Theory of Film and Politics ~ Mr. Smith Goes To Washington 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
9/1 & 9/3 2-Making of a Message Film Production and Techniques   
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
9/8            3-Causes & Special Effects Political Environment of Film   
& 9/10              Unit 1 Exam - Chapters 1, 2, & 3     
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
9/15           4-Politics in Silent Movies Motion Picture Studio Transitions: MGM-The Lion’s Roar  
& 9/17       5- 1930s: Great Depression     Movies: Wizard of Oz, Gone With the Wind, All Quiet Western Front 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
9/22           6-1940s: Hollywood to Movies Walt Disney: On the Front Lines-Victory Through Air Power, Dr. Seuss  
& 9/24 Goes To War, Casablanca ~~ Post-War: It’s A Wonderful Life  
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
9/29 7-1950s: Anti Communism Television Influence: Leave It To Beaver, I Love Lucy, Superman 
& 10/1 8-1960s: Mainstream/Counterculture Movies: Sound of Music, Walt Disney, James Bond, Anti-War/Establish 
  Head, Miracle Of White Stallions ~ Television: Monkees, Gilligan’s  
  Island, Hogan’s Heroes, Adam-12, Star Trek, My Three Sons 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
10/6 & 10/8 No Class - Students are encouraged to finish their Research Papers. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
10/13         8-1960s: Mainstream/Counterculture Movies: Anti-War/Establish Head  Television: Adam-12, Star Trek 
& 10/15  Unit 2 Exam - Chapters 4, 5, 6, 7, & 8 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
10/20 9-1970s: Paranoia/Anti-Capitalism Movies: All The President’s Men, Animal House, Halloween  
& 10/22  ABC Television: Brady Bunch, Partridge Family, Odd Couple, Room  
  222, Love American Style, Happy Days, Mork & Mindy, Benson  
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
10/27   9-1970s: Paranoia/Anti-Capitalism CBS Television: All In The Family, Bob Newhart, Mary Tyler  
& 10/29  Moore, M*A*S*H, Good Times, Maude, Jeffersons, Dallas, Kojak, 
  NBC Television: Little House on the Prairie, Dean Martin, Sanford  
  & Son, Chico & The Man, Flip Wilson, SNL, NBC Mystery Movie 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________  
11/3           10-New Patriotism Movies: Rambo, Right Stuff, E.T, Survivors, Tootsie  Television:Cosby  
& 11/5 Family Ties, Cheers, Night Court, Hill Street Blues, Remington  
  Steele, Dallas, A-Team, Knight Rider, Golden Girls, Miami Vice   
____________________________________________________________________________________________  
11/10         11-1990s: And Beyond 9/11 Movies: Pursuit of Happyness, Tomorrow Never Dies, Die Hard, Star 
& 11/12  Trek 6-Undiscovered Country, Death of a President, Wag the Dog, 24 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
11/17         12-True Lies? The Rise of Political Documentaries        Flight 93, Fahrenheit 9/11,                
& 11/19     Docudramas, Entertainment,  Bowling For Columbine, Day After Tomorrow, Red Tails, Obama  
  or Investigative News? 2016, America ~~ TV-America’s Most Wanted, Unsolved Mysteries 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
11/24          13-Film & Politics of Race Minority Report-Movies: Barbershop, Mississippi Burning, Flower 
& 11/26No class Thanksgiving Day Holiday      Drum Song, The Color Purple, Guess Who’s Coming To Dinner?    
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
12/1           14-Women, Politics, & Film Movies: Sleeping With the Enemy, 9 to 5, Fatal Attraction 
& 12/3     Television: Murphy Brown, Murder She Wrote, Mad About You 
 Appendix 4: The Bottom Line Domestic Gross Receipts by Decade 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________                 
12/10        Final Exam-Covers Chapters 9-14     THURSDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2015   7:00 a.m. –  9:00 a.m.    
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INR 4084.0001: POLITICS OF INTERNATIONAL TERRORISM 
 
Instructor: Marcos Degaut  
Class Meetings: MWF, 10:30-11:20 AM at CB1 0120 
Credit: 3 units 
Office Hours: 11:30 AM – 12:30 PM, MW at Philips Hall 313 or by appointment 
Instructor E-mail: marcosdegaut@knights.ucf.edu 
 
 
 Terrorism dominates the headlines today, but how much do we really know about this form of 
political violence? What is terrorism? Who is a terrorist, and in the eyes of whom? What drives an individual 
to join a violent political group? What are the characteristics of terrorism? Why do some groups engage in 
terrorism and others don't?  What are common causes of terrorism? This course will address these and 
many other questions, while introducing students to relevant analytical frameworks, theories, and cases 
concerning terrorism and providing a general introduction to important facets of terrorism, such as its 
historical development, its strategic logics, contemporary methodologies, and political roots, as well as the 
challenges facing counter-terrorism today.   
 
 
Course Goals: 
 
As a result of this course, the student will:  


• be able to identify, analyze, and describe the major causes of terrorism.  
• be able to identify, analyze, and describe the major consequences of terrorism.  
• be able to identify, analyze and describe why individuals connect with and join terrorist groups.  
• acquire an understanding of the historical foundations of contemporary international terrorism. 
• acquire a thorough understanding of modern terrorism as a political, military, social, and economic 


phenomenon. 
• become familiar with characteristics of major terrorist organizations, including their political 


ideologies and efforts by opponents to counter them. 
• learn how to improve their analytical thinking, conduct quality research, and present an effective 


argument, both orally and in writing. 
 
 
Course Design 
 
 This course will provide a variety of activities and assessments to assist you in achieving the 
outcomes/objectives for the course, reason why it involves a combination of class sessions which includes 
lecture and discussion, directed readings, papers, exams, and opportunities for informal discussion during 
office hours. Each part serves a purpose, be it information transmission and retention, promoting rigorous 
analysis, or encouraging the development of new ideas.  Failing to engage with all parts will diminish the 
return on your efforts.  For this reason, pre-class preparation is essential for this course.  Students are 
expected to have read and considered the assigned material prior to the course, and be prepared to discuss it 
in class.  Please remember that that the material of the course is delivered in both texts and in-class 
discussion, which means that the texts contain valuable ideas and information which may not be specifically 
addressed in class, and discussions and lectures will go beyond the readings.  You are responsible for 
understanding both, so please be sure to raise questions about things you are unsure about.  
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Assignments: 
 
 Course grades will be the product of the following: 
 
Class Preparation and Participation: 10%. 
Note that “Class Preparation and Participation” represents 10% of your overall grade.  Your active 
participation in class is therefore necessary if this class is to be a successful learning experience.  This means 
you must come in having read the assignments and join in the class-room discussion of them, making 
evident that you have read and thought about them. While attendance is not graded as such, excessive 
truancy can affect this grade, since you are unable to participate when absent.  I document and grade class 
participation after every class meeting. 
 
5 1-page papers: 15%. Topics will be distributed in class. 
 
Midterm Exam: 25%, 9 October, at normal class time.  
 
Course Paper: 25%, Due 7 December.  Write an 8-page paper advancing an argument about a subject 
related to terrorism.  Further instructions will be distributed.  
 
Final Exam: 25%, Tuesday 9 December, cumulative. 
 
 
Optional Discussion Participation and Bonus Grade  
 
In addition to the required assignments, optional assignments on specific topics and issues will be 
distributed in class. Every time you complete one of these optional assignments, you will receive bonus 
points. The points from these optional discussions will go toward a bonus that will be added to your overall 
grade for the semester, up to 5% addition to your grade. So, for instance, if you earn an 87.5% overall for 
the semester, but you were very active in the optional assignments, you earn a 4.3% bonus, that gets added 
to your overall grade,  for a new total of 91.8%, and instead of getting a B, you would get an A! And, 
because this is such a large possible bonus, please note that I do NOT round grades up at all. In other 
words, if you get an 89.9% overall, but never participate in the optional discussions, then your final grade 
will be a B. 
 
 
Missed Assignments/Make-Ups  
 
Papers and assignments must be turned in by class time on the day they are due.  They should be in 
hardcopy unless unforeseen circumstances prevent printing them in or handing them in a timely manner. 
Exams may not be rescheduled or postponed. Exceptions will be allowed only under extreme, 
documented circumstances. Under such circumstances, you are required to notify me (or, if I am 
unavailable, the Department of Political Science) prior to the date or as soon as possible if prior notice is 
impossible.  Late papers are generally not accepted. If I accept a late paper because of circumstances, I will 
make substantial reductions in the paper grade for every day it is late, up to a maximum of 75% reduction. 
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Ungraded Assignment 
 
First Week Academic Activity  
As of Fall 2014, all faculty members are required to document students' academic activity at the beginning 
of each course. In order to document that you began this course, please complete the following academic 
activity by the end of the first week of classes, or as soon as possible after adding the course, but no later 
than August 28. Failure to do so will result in a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid. To complete 
the assignment (it’s simple, based on the first reading), go to the webcourses webpage, select quizzes, and 
complete the 1-question quiz. 
 
 
Evaluation and Grading 
 
Grades are assigned to both individual pieces of work and cumulatively.  The grade scale I use for both is 
below (note that “g” refers to the numerical grade you receive).  I do not usually curve grades, but reserve 
the right to do so if I deem it necessary.  All material is graded on its own terms, rather than through 
comparison with other students’ work.  
 
100>g≥93: A 90>g≥88: B+ 80>g≥78: C+ 70>g≥68: D+ 60>g: E 
 88>g≥83: B 78>g≥73: C 68>g≥63: D  
93>g≥90: A- 83>g≥80: B 73>g≥70: C- 63>g≥60: D  


 
 
Academic Honesty 
 
As reflected in the UCF creed, integrity and scholarship are core values that should guide our conduct and 
decisions as members of the UCF community. Plagiarism and cheating contradict these values, and so are 
very serious academic offenses. Penalties can include a failing grade in an assignment or in the course, or 
suspension or expulsion from the university. Students are expected to familiarize themselves with and 
follow the University’s Rules of Conduct (see http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/). 
 
Plagiarism and Cheating of any kind on an examination, paper, or assignment will result at least in an "F" for 
that assignment (and may, depending on the severity of the case, lead to an "F" for the entire course) and 
may be subject to appropriate referral to the Office of Student Conduct for further action. See the UCF 
Golden Rule for further information. I will assume for this course that you will adhere to the academic 
creed of this University and will maintain the highest standards of academic integrity. In other words, don't 
cheat by giving answers to others or taking them from anyone else. I will also adhere to the highest 
standards of academic integrity, so please do not ask me to change (or expect me to change) your grade 
illegitimately or to bend or break rules for one person that will not apply to everyone.  
 
 
Disabilities Accommodations 
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all persons 
with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students with disabilities who 
need accommodations in this course must contact the professor at the beginning of the semester to discuss 
needed accommodations. No accommodations will be provided until the student has met with the professor 
to request accommodations. Students who need accommodations must be registered with Student Disability 



http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/





4 
 


Services, Ferrell Commons Room 132, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, 
before requesting accommodations from the professor. 
 
Changes to the Syllabus 
In the event that there is a need for there to be any changes to the syllabus, an e-mail will be sent to all 
students’ knights-mail accounts (as maintained by the registrar), and will be mentioned in class meetings.  
Changes become effective immediately after their mention in class, or the sending of the e-mail. 
 
Cancellation of Class: In the event that the instructor needs to cancel class, an e-mail will be sent to all 
students’ knights-mail accounts (as maintained by the registrar) prior to class time. 
 
Copyright  
This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, images, text materials, 
etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use doctrine in order to enhance the learning 
environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, or distribute these items. The use of these materials is strictly 
reserved for this classroom environment and your use only. All copyright materials are credited to the 
copyright holder. 
 
 
 
Readings  
The following book should be purchased: 
 
Russell Howard and Bruce Hoffman, Terrorism and Counter Terrorism: Understanding the New Security 
Environment, Readings and Interpretations, 4th edition. Mcgraw-Hill. 
 
All other course materials will be available online, via the webcourses@ucf website. 
 
 
Course Schedule 
 
24 August 
Overview of the course 
No reading required 
 
26 August 
What is terrorism? 
Howard & Hoffman, Chapter 1.1, “Defining Terrorism”, by Bruce Hoffman. 
 
28 August 
What is terrorism? 
Howard & Hoffman, Chapter 1.2, "Terrorism: Theirs & Ours," by Eqbal Ahmad. 
 
31 August 
Characteristics of terrorism 
Cindy C. Combs (2006), “An Idea Whose Time Has Come?”, pp. 8-19. 
Paul Pillar (2001), “The Dimensions of Terrorism and Counterterrorism”, pp. 24-36. 







5 
 


2 September 
The Pre History of Terrorism 
Gérard Chaliand & Arnaud Blin (2007), “Zealots and Assassins”, pp. 55-78, and “The invention of Modern 
Terror”, pp. 95-112. 
 
4 September 
The Roots of Modern Terrorism 
Olivier Hubac-Occhipinti (2007), “Anarchist Terrorists of the Nineteenth Century”, pp. 113-131; and 
Gérard Chaliand & Arnaud Blin (2007), “Russian Terrorism, 1878-1908”, pp. 132-174. 
 
7 September 
LABOR DAY: No class 
 
9 September 
The Roots of Modern Terrorism 
David Rapoport (2004), “The Four Waves of Modern Terrorism”, pp. 46-73. 
 
11 September 
A New Terrorism? 
Howard & Hoffman, Chapter 3.1, "The New Terrorism", by Russell Howard and Margaret J. Nencheck;   
Howard & Hoffman, Chapter 3.2, "The Debate over `New' vs. `Old' Terrorism, by Martha Crenshaw. 
 
Optional Reading: 
Paul Wilkinson (2003), “Why Modern Terrorism?”, pp. 106-134. 
 
14 September 
Why Terrorism? 
Howard & Hoffman, Chapter 1.3, "The Logic of Terrorism: Terrorist Behavior as a Product of Strategic 
Choice," by Martha Crenshaw; 
Martha Crenshaw (2003), “The Causes of Terrorism”, pp. 92-103. 
 
Optional Reading: 
Howard & Hoffman, Chapter 2.4, "Terrorism as a Product of Choices and Perceptions, by James Forest;  
 
16 September 
Why Terrorism? 
Rex A. Hudson (1999), “The Sociology and Psychology of Terrorism: Who Becomes a Terrorist and Why?” 
pp. 19-55; 
 
Optional Readings: 
Edward Newman, “Weak States, State Failure, and Terrorism”, Terrorism and Political Violence, 2007, Vol. 19, 
issue 4; 
Alan Krueger & Jitka Maleckova, “Education, Poverty and Terrorism: Is There a Causal Connection?”, 
Journal of Economic Perspectives, 2003, Vol. 17, n. 4. 
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18 September 
The Strategies of Terrorism  
Andrew Kydd and Barbara F. Walter, “The Strategies of Terrorism,” International Security, Vol. 31, n. 1, 
Summer 2006, pp. 49-80. 
 
Optional Readings: 
Bruce Hoffman (1997), “The Modern Terrorist Mindset: Tactics, Targets, and Technologies”, pp. 75-95. 
Howard & Hoffman, Chapter 6.1, "The Soft Underbelly of American Primacy: Tactical Advantages of 
Terror," by Richard K. Betts.  
 
21 September 
The Strategies of Terrorism  
Howard & Hoffman, Chapter 7.1, "Terrorism, Strategies, and Grand Strategies”, by Martha Crenshaw; 
Howard & Hoffman, Chapter 3.3, "Networks, Netwar, and Information-Age Terrorism”, by John Arquilla, 
David Ronfeldt, and Michele Zanini;  
 
Optional Reading: 
Howard & Hoffman, Chapter 5.2, “The Logic of Suicide Terrorism,” by Bruce Hoffman. 
Robert Pape (2003), “The Strategic Logic of Suicide Terrorism”, American Political Science Review, Vol 97, 
n. 3, pp. 343-361. 
 
23 September 
A Typology of Terrorism: Revolutionary and Sub-Revolutionary Terrorism 
Dennis A. Pluchinsky, “Germany's red army faction: An obituary,” Studies in Conflict and Terrorism, 1993, Vol. 
16, Issue 2. 
Xavier Raufer, “The red brigades: Farewell to arms,” Studies in Conflict and Terrorism, 1993, Vol. 16, issue 4. 
 
Optional Reading: 
Brenda Lutz & James Lutz (2013), “Terrorism”, pp. 273-288. 
 
25 September 
A Typology of Terrorism: Repressive and Separatist Terrorism 
Ignacio Sànchez-Cuenca, 'The Dynamics Of Nationalist Terrorism: ETA and the IRA', Terrorism and Political 
Violence, 2007, Vol. 19, n. 3. 
Drazen Petrovic, “Ethnic Cleansing – An Attempt at Methodology”, European Journal of International Law, n. 
3, 1994, pp. 342-259. 
 
Optional Reading: 
Rony Blum et al., “Ethnic cleansing’ bleaches the atrocities of genocide”, European Journal of Public Health, 
2007, Vol. 1, n. 6. 
Daniel Byman (1997), “The Logic of Ethnic Terrorism”, 1997, Rand Corporation. 
 
28 September 
A Typology of Terrorism: International Terrorism 
Howard & Hoffman, Chapter 2.1, "Behind the Curve: Globalization and International Terrorism”, by 
Audrey Kurth Cronin.  
Howard & Hoffman, Chapter 2.2, "Do Terrorist Networks Need a Home?", by Ray Takeyh and Nikolas K. 
Gvosdev; 
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Optional Readings: 
Justin Conrad (2011), “Interstate Rivalry and Terrorism,” Journal of Conflict Resolution, Vol. 50, n. 6, pp. 889- 
Belgin San Akca (2009), “'Supporting Non-State Armed Groups: A Resort to Illegality?”, Journal of 
Strategic Studies, Vol. 32, issue 4, pp. 589-613. 
Howard & Hoffman, Chapter 2.3, "Weak States and Global Threats: Fact or Fiction?, by  Stewart Patrick.  
925. 
 
 
30 September 
A Typology of Terrorism: Narco-Terrorism 
Howard & Hoffman, Chapter 5.7, "The Nexus of Extremism and Trafficking: Scourge of the World or so 
Much Hype”, by Russell D. Howard and Colleen M. Traughber.  
James Piazza, “The Illicit Drug Trade, Counternarcotics Strategies, and Terrorism,” Public Choice, 2011, Vol. 
149, issue 3, pp. 297-314. 
 
Optional Reading: 
Vera Eccarius-Kelly, “Surreptitious Lifelines: A Structural Analysis of the FARC and the PKK,” Terrorism 
and Political Violence, 2012, Vol. 24, issue 2. 
 
2 October 
A Typology of Terrorism: Religious Terrorism 
David Rapoport (1984), “Fear and Trembling: Terrorism in Three Religious Traditions”, American Political 
Science Review, Vol. 78, n. 3, pp. 658-677. 
Howard & Hoffman, Chapter 4.1, "Terrorism in the Name of Religion”, by Magnus Ranstorp; 
Howard & Hoffman, Chapter 4.2, "A Genealogy of Radical Islam," by Quintan Wiktorowicz; 
 
 
5 October 
A Typology of Terrorism: Religious Terrorism 
Howard & Hoffman, Chapter 4.3, "The Clash within Islam”, by Emmanuel Sivan.  
Howard & Hoffman, Chapter 3.4, "Al Qaeda's Trajectory during and After Bin Laden, by Rohan 
Gunaratna; 
 
Optional Readings: 
Krista E. Wiegand (2009), “Reformation of a Terrorist Group: Hezbollah as a Lebanese Political Party”, 
Studies in Conflict & Terrorism, 32: 8 
 
7 October 
A Typology of Terrorism: Religious Terrorism 
Harold Brackman (2011), “Hamas – Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow”, pp. 6-20. 
Beverley Milton-Edwards (2013), “Hamas and the Arab Spring: Strategic Shifts?”  Middle East Policy, vol. 
XX, N. 3, pp. 60-72. 
 
Optional reading: 
Graeme Wood (2015), “What ISIS Really Wants”, The Atlantic, available 
at http://www.theatlantic.com/features/archive/2015/02/what-isis-really-wants/384980/ 
 
 



http://www.theatlantic.com/features/archive/2015/02/what-isis-really-wants/384980/
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9 October 
Midterm Review 
 
12 October 
MIDTERM EXAM - Part 1 
 
14 October 
MIDTERM EXAM - Part 2 
 
16 October 
Cyberterrorism 
Myriam Dunn Cavelty (2013), “Cyber Security”, Contemporary Security Studies, pp. 362-378; 
Gregory J. Rattray (2001), “The Cyberterrorism Threat”, pp. 221-244. 
 
19 October 
Cyberterrorism 
Howard & Hoffman, Chapter 5.5, "www.terror.net: How Modern Terrorism Uses the Internet," by Gabriel 
Weimann; 
Howard & Hoffman, Chapter 5.6, "Going Viral: Al-Qaeda's Use of Online Social Media, by Jarret M. 
Brachman.  
 
21 October 
Financing Terror 
James Piazza, “The Opium Trade and Patterns of Terrorism in Afghanistan,” Terrorism and Political Violence. 
Michael Freeman (2011), “The Sources of Terrorist Financing: Theory and Typology,” Studies in Conflict and 
Terrorism, n. 34, pp. 461-475. 
 
Optional Reading: 
Joshua Prober (2005), “Accounting for Terror: Debunking the Paradigm of Inexpensive Terrorism”, 
Washington Institute for Near East Policy,  Policy Watch #1041. 
Matthew Levitt (2012), “Hizbullah Narco-Terrorism”, IHS Defense, Risk and Security Consulting, The 
Washington Institute. 
 
23 October 
The Lone Wolves 
Rafaello Pantucci (2011), “A Typology of Lone Wolves”, The International Centre for the Study of Radicalization 
and Political Violence. 
 
Optional Reading: 
Sarah Teich (2013), “Trends and Developments in Lone Wolf Terrorism in the Western World”, International 
Institute for Counter Terrorism. 
 
26 October 
Recruitment, Training, Tactics, and Techniques 
Simon Cottee and Keith Hayward (2011), “Terrorist (E)motives: The Existential Attractions of Terrorism,” 
Studies in Conflict and Terrorism, Vol, 34, issue 12, pp. 963-986. 
Scott Gerwehr & Sara Daly (2006), “Al-Qaida: Terrorist Selection and Recruitment:, The RAND 
Corporation. 
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28 October 
Recruitment, Training, Tactics, and Techniques 
Cindy C. Combs (2006), “Terrorist Training”, pp. 136-152; 
Angela Dalton and Victor Asal, “Is it Ideology or Desperation? Why do Organizations Deploy Women in 
Violent Terrorist Attacks?” Studies in Conflict and Terrorism, 2011 
 
30 October  
WMD’s 
Howard & Hoffman, Chapter 5.1, "Assessing the Post-9/11 Threat of CBRN Terrorism”, by Gavin 
Cameron and Natasha E. Bajema; 
Gregory Koblentz (2011), “Predicting Peril or the Peril of Prediction? Assessing the Risk of CBRN 
Terrorism”, Terrorism and Political Violence, vol. 23, issue. 4, pp 501-520. 
 
2 November 
Terrorism and Sports 
Richard Giulianotti and Francisco Klauser (2012), “Sport mega-events and ‘terrorism’: A critical analysis”, 
International Review for the Sociology of Sport, Vol. 47, n. 3, pp. 307-323; 
Marcos Degaut (2014), “Dark Shadows: The Threat of Terrorism Hangs Over Brazil”, Harvard 
International Review, Vol. 36, issue 1, pp. 36-40. 
 
4 November 
Organizing to Fight Terrorism 
Richard. K Betts (2002), “Fixing Intelligence”, Foreign Affairs. 
Marcos Degaut (2015), “Spies and Policymakers: Intelligence in the Information Age”, Intelligence and 
National Security Journal. 
 
6 November 
Organizing to Fight Terrorism 
Loch K. Johnson (2003) “Strategic Intelligence: The Weakest Link in the War against World Terrorism”, pp. 
239-252. 
Joshua Rovner (2011), “Fixing the Facts or Missing the Mark? Intelligence, Policy, and the War in Iraq”, 
Foreign Policy Research Institute; 
 
9 November 
Strategies for Combating Terrorism 
Erik Dahl (2011), “The Plots that Failed: Intelligence Lessons Learned from Unsuccessful Terrorist Attacks 
Against the US,” Studies in Conflict and Terrorism, Vol. 34, pp. 621-648, 
 
11 November 
VETERANS DAY: No class 
 
13 November 
Approaches to Countering Terrorism 
Howard & Hoffman, Chapter 7.6, "U.S. Counterterrorism Policy and Strategy: The Early Obama 
Administration," by Christopher C. Harmon 
Howard & Hoffman, Chapter 7.4, "No Path to Glory: Deterring Homegrown Terrorism”, by Brian Michael 
Jenkins 
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16 November 
Approaches to Countering Terrorism 
Howard & Hoffman, Chapter 7.2, "US Counter-terrorism Options: A Taxonomy," by Daniel Byman; 
Howard & Hoffman, Chapter 8.2 , "Counterterrorism Strategy Initiative Policy Paper: The Year of the 
Drone, by Peter Bergen and Katherine Tiedemann; 
 
18 November 
Approaches to Countering Terrorism 
Howard & Hoffman, Chapter 8.3, "Assessing the Success of Leadership Targeting," by Austin Long; 
Bryan Price (2012), “Targeting Top Terrorists: How Leadership Decapitation Contributes to 
Counterterrorism,” International Security, Vol. 36, n. 4, pp. 9-46. 
 
Optional Reading: 
Jenna Jordan (2009), “When Heads Roll: Assessing the Effectiveness of Leadership Decapitation”, Security 
Studies, Vol. 18, pp. 719-755. 
 
20 November 
Approaches to Countering Terrorism 
Howard & Hoffman, Chapter 8.4, "Preemptive Military Doctrine: No Other Choice, by Russell D. Howard; 
Anthony Clark Arend (2003), “International Law and the Preemptive Use of Military Force”, The Washington 
Quarterly, Vol. 26, Issue 2, pp. 89-103. 
 
23 November 
Approaches to Countering Terrorism 
Howard & Hoffman, Chapter 8.1, "The Jihad Against The Jihadis: How Moderate Muslim Leaders Waged 
War on Extremist – and Won”, by Fareed Zakaria; 
Howard & Hoffman, Chapter 9.2, "Rhetoric and Reality: Countering Terrorism in the Age of Obama”, by 
Marc Lynch 
 
25 November 
Approaches to Countering Terrorism 
Gregory Miller (2007), “Confronting Terrorisms: Group Motivation and Successful State Policies,” Terrorism 
and Political Violence, 2007, vol.19, issue 3, pp 331-350. 
Raphael Perl (2007), “Combating Terrorism: The Challenge of Measuring Effectiveness”. Washington, DC: 
Congressional Research Service. 
 
27 November 
THANKSGIVING: No class 
 
30 November 
Approaches to Countering Terrorism 
Robert Trager and Dessislava Zagorcheva (2005), “Deterring Terrorism,” International Security, Vol. 30, Issue 
3, pp. 87-123. 
Rogelio Alonso (2011), “Why Do Terrorists Stop? Analyzing Why ETA Members Abandon or Continue 
with Terrorism,” Studies in Conflict and Terrorism, Vol. 34, pp. 696-716. 
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2 December 
Approaches to Countering Terrorism 
Andrew Kydd (2011), “Terrorism and Profiling,” Terrorism and Political Violence, Vol. 23, issue 3, pp. 458-473. 
Neta Crawford (2003), “Just War Theory and the US Counterterror War,” Perspectives on Politics, Vol 1, issue 
1, pp. 5-25. 
 
4 December 
Winning the “War”? 
Howard & Hoffman, Chapter 9.3, "Can the War on Terror be Won? How to Fight the Right War”, by 
Philip H. Gordon 
Howard & Hoffman, Chapter 9.4, "Winning the Campaign against Terrorists: Eight Considerations”, by 
Russell D. Howard and Brita Sands. 
 
7 December 
Final Review 
TERM PAPER DUE 
 
9 December 
FINAL EXAM 
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Professor Nikola Mirilovic   
 


Politics of Globalization (INR4011.0001) 
Credit: 3 Units 


Fall 2015 
Tue/Thu 10:30 – 11:45 AM 


Psychology Building (PSY) 106 
Office Phillips Hall 311 D 


Office hours Tue: 12:15-1:15 PM; Thu: 12:15-1:15 PM, 3-5 PM, or by 
appointment 


Voice (407) 823-2984 


Email Via the course page in Webcourses 


Required book Mark Kesselman. 2007. The Politics of Globalization: A Reader 
ISBN: 0-618-39599-7.  Available at the Bookstore. 


 


Course Description: Globalization is often discussed and debated: it captures the attention of scholars, 
policy-makers, and of the general public. And yet, the concept of globalization is often misunderstood 
and poorly defined. In this class, we will address political, economic, security, and cultural components 
or consequences of globalization. The course covers the key globalization debates: e.g., whether its 
economic benefits outweigh its costs, whether it constrains the autonomy of sovereign states, and 
whether it increases or decreases the likelihood of international conflict.   


Course Goals: 1) Students will develop a strong grasp of the analytical tools and debates needed to 
understand the political causes and consequences of globalization. 2) Students will further their 
knowledge of facts about various aspects of globalization and about their policy relevance. 3) Students 
will improve their writing and analytical skills.  


Course Requirements: The final grade will be based on three exams and a paper (5 pages; double 
spaced, standard fonts and margins). The paper will assess your analytical and writing skills. The source 
materials for the paper are the course readings and lectures: external research is neither required nor 
expected. The paper will count for 25% of your final grade. Exam 1 and exam 2 will each count for 20% 
of your final grade. The final exam will count for 35% of your final grade.  


Attendance is not mandatory. However, please remember that the material covered by the class is 
delivered via in-course lectures as well as via readings. There is important information in the readings 
that may not be specifically addressed in class, and in-class lectures may go beyond the readings. The 
best way to do well in the course and develop a strong grasp of the material it covers is to attend the 
course regularly, read and carefully consider the required materials beforehand, and be prepared to 
analyze and discuss those materials in class.  
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Participation and Extra Credit: You may receive an additional bonus towards your final grade, up to 5%, 
based on your participation in class discussions.  


Course Correspondence and Webcourses: All correspondence with the instructor will be via 
Webcourses.  I will usually respond to your message within 48 hours on business days. 


Make-up Exam Policy: Make-up exams will be granted only in the case of an emergency and/or a 
university documented absence. If exam dates conflict with a religious holiday, please notify the 
instructor about this at the beginning of the class. I will seek to accommodate you. 


Paper Lateness Policy: The penalty for submitting the paper late is one letter grade reduction for each 
calendar day of lateness (i.e., an A paper submitted a day late will receive a grade of B; if submitted two 
days late it will receive a grade of C, etc.). 


Academic Activity and Financial Aid: As of Fall 2014, all faculty members are required to document 
students' academic activity at the beginning of each course. In order to document that you began this 
course, please complete the following academic activity no later than Friday, August 28 by 5:00 pm: on 
the course page on Webcourses, post a brief description (up to a paragraph) of why you are interested 
in taking this course. Failure to do so will result in a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid (but 
this academic activity is not graded and has no impact on your final grade). 


UCF Disability Statement: The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable 
accommodations for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon 
request. Students with disabilities who need accommodations in this course must contact the professor 
at the beginning of the semester to discuss needed accommodations. No accommodations will be 
provided until the student has met with the professor to request accommodations. Students who need 
accommodations must be registered with Student Disability Services, Student Resource Center, Room 
132, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting accommodations 
from the professor. 


UCF Rules of Conduct: As reflected in the UCF creed, integrity and scholarship are core values that 
should guide our conduct and decisions as members of the UCF community. Plagiarism and cheating are 
very serious academic offenses. Please refer to the University’s Rules of Conduct (available at:  
http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu) for more information on these issues. Failure to comply with university 
rules may subject violator(s) to appropriate action by university authorities and/or appropriate civil 
authorities. The penalty for students who plagiarize or cheat on an exam or an assignment will include a 
grade of F on that exam or assignment. 


University Writing Center (UWC) support: UWC (location: Colbourn 105) offers writing support to UCF 
students from first-year to graduate in every discipline. Trained peer consultants provide help at every 
stage of the writing process, including understanding assignments, researching, drafting, revising, 
incorporating sources, and learning to proofread and edit. The UWC’s purpose is not merely to fix 
papers or to make better writers, but to teach writers strategies to navigate complex situations for 
writing, both in and outside the University. Consultations are available for individuals and small groups. 
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To make the best use of the UWC, visit far enough before your due date to allow yourself time to revise 
after your consultation, browse the writing resources on our website, and arrange a regular weekly 
appointment if you’d like long-term help. You may schedule a 45-minute appointment by phone or by 
using the TutorTrac scheduler on our website; walk-in consultations are also available. 


Grading Scale: 


Letter Grade  Points  
A  93 – 100 points  
A-  90 – 92 points  
B+  87 – 89 points  
B  83 – 86 points  
B-  80 – 82 points  
C+  77 – 79 points  
C  73 – 76 points  
C-  70 – 72 points  
D+  67 – 69 points  
D  63 – 66 points  
D-  60 – 62 points  
F  59 and below  


Course Schedule 


Introduction, Definitions, and Historical Background 


August 25 – Introductory Meeting 


No readings 


August 27 – September 1 Defining Globalization, Historical Background, and Theoretical Perspectives 
(two classes)  


“Defining Globalization,” in Brawley, Mark R. The Politics of Globalization (2003), pp. 11-35. 
Available on Webcourses. 
 
Sen, Amartya. “How to Judge Globalism.” Article 2.3 in Kesselman, pp. 28-36. 


Wade, Robert. “Globalization and its Limits.” Article 2.4 in Kesselman, pp. 37-47. 


Ferguson, Niall. “Sinking Globalization.” Article 2.5 in Kesselman, pp. 50-56. 


“Theoretical Lenses for Viewing Globalization,” in Brawley, Mark R. The Politics of Globalization (2003), 
pp. 35-59. Available on Webcourses. 
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NOTE: September 3: No class (Professor attending a conference) 


Economic Globalization 


September 8-10: Globalization and Economic Efficiency (2 classes)  


Friedman, Thomas. “The Lexus and the Olive Tree.” Article 3.1 in Kesselman, pp. 59-69. 


Friedman, Thomas. “It’s a Flat World After All.” Article 3.2 in Kesselman, pp. 69-74. 


Wolf, Martin. “Why Globalization Works.” Article 3.3 in Kesselman, pp. 74-84. 


Stiglitz, Joseph. “Globalism’s Discontents.” Article 3.4 in Kesselman, pp. 86-96. 


Milanovic, Branko. “The Two Faces of Globalization.” Article 3.5 in Kesselman, pp. 96-111. 


Shiva, Vandana. “Stolen Harvest,” Article 3.6 in Kesselman, pp. 112-120. 


September 15-17: Impact of Globalization on Poverty and Inequality (2 classes)  


Dollar and Kraay. “Spreading the Wealth.” Article 4.1 in Kesselman, pp. 124-138. 


Wade, Robert. “The Disturbing Rise of Poverty and Inequality,” Article 4.2 in Kesselman, pp. 138-148. 


Wolf, Martin. “Why Globalization Works.” Article 4.3 in Kesselman, pp. 148-157. 


Bhagwati, Jagdish. “In Defense of Globalization.” Article 4.4 in Kesselman, pp. 157-165. 


September 22-24: Globalization, Wages, and Labor Standards (2 classes) 


Millen and Holtz, “Dying for Growth, part I.” Article 5.1 in Kesselman, pp. 167-187 


Greenhouse, Steven. “Falling Fortunes.” Article 5.4 in Kesselman, pp. 202-208. 


Kristof and WuDunn. “Two Cheers for Sweatshops.” Article 5.3 in Kesselman, pp. 198-202. 


D’Mello, Bernard. “Reebok and the Global Footwear Sweatshop.” Article 5.2 in Kesselman, pp. 187-198. 


September 29: Exam 1 


Global Governance 


October 1-6: American Primacy and Globalization (2 classes)  


Krasner, Stephen. “State Power and the Structure of International Trade.” Available on Webcourses. 
 
Ikenberry, John. “Liberal Hegemony or Empire?” Article 8.1 in Kesselman, pp. 299-313. 


Mann, Michael. “Incoherent Empire.” Article 8.6 in Kesselman, pp., 349-354. 
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Ferguson, Niall. “Colossus.” Article 8.5 in Kesselman, pp. 340-349. 


October 8: The International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World Bank  


Stiglitz, Joseph. “Globalization and its Discontents.”  Article 7.2 in Kesselman, pp. 261-268. 


Rogoff, Kenneth. “The IMF Strikes Back.” Article 7.3 in Kesselman, pp. 268-276. 


Cammack, Paul. “The Mother of All Governments.” Article 7.4 in Kesselman, pp.276-288. 


October 13-15: Rising Powers and Global Governance: China (two classes) 


Brzezinski and Mearsheimer. “Clash of the Titans.” 1-6. Available on Webcourses.  
 
Ikenberry, John. “The Rise of China and the Future of the West: Can the Liberal System Survive?” 
Available on Webcourses. 
 
Christensen,  Thomas J. “Fostering Stability or Creating a Monster? –The Rise of 
China and U.S. Policy toward East Asia” Available on Webcourses. 
 
October 20: Rising Powers and Global Governance: India 


Schaffer, Teresita. “The United States, India, and Global Governance” Available on Webcourses. 
 
Bhagwati, Jagdish. “India’s Reform and Growth have Lifted All Boats.” Available on Webcourses. 
 
October 22: Rising Powers and Global Governance: Russia 


Mearsheimer, John. “Why the Ukraine Crisis Is the West’s Fault.” Available on Webcourses. 


Evans-Pritchard, Ambrose. “The week the dam broke in Russia and ended Putin's dreams.” Available on 
Webcourses. 
 
October 27: Exam 2 


Conflict, Culture, Transnationalism and the State  


October 29: Interdependence and Interstate War 


Keohane and Nye. “Realism and Complex Interdependence,” Available on Webcourses. 
 
McMillan, Susan.  “Interdependence and Conflict,” Available on Webcourses.  
 
November 3: Terrorism and Non-Traditional Security Challenges  


Barber, Samuel. “Jihad vs. McWorld,” Available on Webcourses, pp. 1-9. 
 
Betts, Richard. “The Soft Underbelly of American Primacy.” Article 8.7 in Kesselman, pp. 354-365. 


Somaiya, Ravi. “Guerilla Trucks.” pp. 1-3. Available on Webcourses. 
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November 5: A Clash of Civilizations? 


Huntington, Samuel. The Clash of Civilizations (excerpts).  Available on Webcourses 
 
NOTE: November 10: papers due at the beginning of class 


November 10: Globalization and Culture  


Pieterse, Jan. “Globalization and Culture.” Article 10.2 in Kesselman, pp. 439-449. 


Nye, Joseph. “Globalization and American Power.” Available on Webcourses. 
 
Cowen, Tyler. “Why Hollywood Rules the World” Available on Webcourses. 
 
November 12: Globalization and the Nation State  


Strange, Susan. “The Retreat of the State.” Article 6.1 in Kesselman, pp. 210-216. 


Van Creveld, “The Fate of the State.” Article 6.2 in Kesselman, pp. 216-228.  


Weiss, Linda. “Guiding Globalization in East Asia.” Article 6.3 in Kesselman, pp. 244-250.  


November 17: Diaspora Politics 


Newland, Kathleen. “Voice After Exit: Diaspora Advocacy,” pp. 1-20. Available on Webcourses. 
 
Kirk, Jason.  “Indian-Americans and the U.S.–India Nuclear Agreement,” pp. 275-300.  
Available on Webcourses. 
 
November 19-24: Transnational Contentious Politics (2 classes) 


Keck and Sikkink, “Activists Beyond Borders.” Article 9.1 in Kesselman, pp. 368-379. 


Klein, Naomi. “No Logo.” Article 9.2 in Kesselman, pp. 379-391. 


Notes from Nowhere. “The Ecology of the Movements.” Article 9.4 in Kesselman, pp. 396-407. 


November 26: No class (Thanksgiving) 
 
December 1-3: Evaluating Globalization 
 
Cavanagh and Mander, “Alternatives to Economic Globalization.” Article 11.1 in Kesselman, pp. 465-475 
 
Sachs, Jeffrey. “The End of Poverty.” Article 11.2 in Kesselman, pp. 475-486.  
 
Stiglitz, Joseph. “Globalization and its Discontents.” Article 11.3 in Kesselman, pp. 486-494. 
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Bello, Walden. “Deglobalization.” Article 11.4 in Kesselman, pp. 494-502. 
 
Moore, Mike. “A World Without Walls.” Article 11.5 in Kesselman, pp. 502-508. 
 
Bhagwati, Jagdish. “In Defense of Globalization.” Article 11.6 in Kesselman, pp. 508-514. 
 
Final Exam: Thursday, December 15, 2015, 10:00 AM – 12:50 PM. Location: PSY 106 (our classroom). 


Note: This syllabus is subject to change at the instructor’s discretion if necessary. Changes to the 
syllabus, if any, will be announced in class and the updated syllabus will be posted at Webcourses. 
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UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL FLORIDA 
CPO4514-0001: POLITICS OF EAST ASIA 


FALL 2015 
 


Professor: Myunghee Kim                Office: HPH311f 
Class: TuTh 12:00-1:15pm        Office Hours: TuTh 2:00 – 4:00 pm 
Credit hours: 3            (& by appointment) 
Class Room: CL1 120         
E-mail: Myunghee.kim@ucf.edu       Office Phone: x36247  
Comparative Politics 4514, Politics of East Asia, explores the historical background and 
developmental trend concerning East Asia. The course specifically analyzes the major trends in 
political, economic, and socio-cultural aspects in the East Asian region, and identifies the major 
factors that will influence the future development of the East Asian region. To achieve the goal, the 
course will investigate East Asian politics by analyzing, largely, four aspects: (1) democratization 
and its process in the region, by focusing on political structures, political parties, governments, and 
their performance; (2) economic development and its interacting role with domestic political arena 
as well as international societies, e.g., geopolitics in that region; (3) unique historical-cultural 
influence on developmental processes, specifically on the societies and social group formation; (4) 
behavior, particularly mass participation and the role of political leaders as well as military, and 
human right concern in that region. 
 


REQUIREMENTS 
 


Readings 
 


Lim, Timothy C. Politics in East Asia: Explaining Change & Continuity. Lynne Rienner: Boulder, 
CO, 2014 (ISBN: 9781626370555). 
 
And other readings in the library reserve (circulation desk) or ciaonet.org (access via library 
database website). 
 


Examinations 
 
Four examinations are required for this course.  The midterm examinations are 20 percent each and 
the final examination is 25 percent of your total grade.  The midterm examination will be held 
on September 29, October 27, and November 19 during the class.  The final examination will 
follow the University schedule (http://www.registrar.sdes.ucf.edu/calendar/exam/).  The details on 
the examinations will be discussed during the class.  Without the instructor’s prior permission to 
a specific student, there will be no make-up examinations. 
 


Quiz/Assignment 
 
Homework assignments for information gathering, data search, and/or quizzes will be given during 
classes. Five percent of the total grade is assigned for the assignments. 







 2 


Attendance 
 


Students in this course are required to be present in the class as well as to participate in the 
discussions. In each class, participants have to follow the readings to contribute group discussion 
as well as to submit the assignments. Attendance consists of 10 percent of your total grade. The 10 
percent is divided by the number of total classes during the semester, thereby equally weighing 
each class. If a student has to be absent a class, it is the person’s responsibility to provide an 
appropriate (official) document. Without official documents, the absence will be deducted from 
you grade. 
 
 


FINAL GRADE 
 
In sum, the grade that you will be received is determined by: 


60%: midterm exams (20 % each) 
25%: final exam 
10%: attendance 
5%: quiz/assignment 


 
100-90 A; 89-80 B; 79-70 C; 69-60 D; lower than 60 F 
 


FINANCIAL AID 
 
As of Fall 2015, all faculty members are required to document students’ academic activity at the 
beginning of each course. In order to document that you began this course, please complete the 
following academic activity by the end of the first week of classes, or as soon as possible after 
adding the course, but no later than August 28. Failure to do so will result in a delay in the 
disbursement of your financial aid. 
 
(These activities must be completed by students: quiz, follow the readings based on our schedule 
on this syllabus.) 
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POLICIES 
 Follow the Golden Rule. 
 Any disruptive and disrespectful behavior to me and to other participants will result in 


an F or administrative withdrawal. Be professional, courteous and sensitive to the rights of 
others. 


 Raise your hand and ask to be recognized.  Do not interrupt. 
 Late submissions are discouraged. Assignments submitted after the due date will be penalized 


by a deduction of one letter grade, and the deduction is cumulated by each class day. No work 
will be accepted more than a week after the deadline. 


 Plagiarism, the purposeful or accidental use of source material by other writers without giving 
appropriate credit, is a crime! If any indication of plagiarism is shown in a participant’s 
assignment, the participant will receive an F for the assignment. 


 No extra credit assignments will be permitted. 
 Do not miss quizzes and exams. Without instructor’s prior permission to a specific student and 


without official documents, there will be no make-up examinations. 
 You will not be permitted to take the exam if you arrive more than fifteen minutes after the 


beginning of an exam or after the first student has finished. 
 Do not miss documentaries. I do not lend documentaries to a student. 
 Homework assignment or paper as a form of e-mail attachment is not accepted. 
 Homework, if it is given, should be type-written and stapled. 
 Do not be late for class. If you are late, it is your responsibility to inform me at the end of the 


class. Otherwise, it will be regarded as absence. 
 If you need to leave earlier, inform me at the beginning of the class. Otherwise, it can be 


regarded as absence. 
 Tape recording and videotaping are NOT allowed without instructor’s permission in advance. 
 Turn off your cell phone and other electronic devices (including headsets and i-pod). You are 


NOT allowed to answer your phone calls or to send text messages during the class meeting time. 
 Laptop computer is NOT allowed. 
 I often communicate via e-mail, e.g., changes of schedule, announcement, etc. Thus, pay 


attention to the e-mail messages from me. It is your responsibility to manage your e-mail 
account. 


 Students who add this class later have a full responsibility to catch up with materials and 
announcement that they missed.  


 An individual who is not enrolled in this course is not allowed to be in the classroom during the 
class time. 


 The instructor reserves the right to adjust the syllabus in the course of the semester/session. 
 
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all 
persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students who 
need accommodations must be registered with Student Disability Services, Ferrell Commons Room 
185, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting accommodations 
from the professor (Please notify me no later than the end of the first week of class concerning any 
academic accommodations you will need). 
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TENTATIVE SCHEDULE 
 


Week 1 (Aug. 25, 27). Introduction, Research Design 
Readings: 


 King, Gary, Robert R. Keohane, and Sidney Verba.  Designing Social Inquiry: Scientific 
Inference in Qualitative Research.  Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1994.  Ch. 
1 “The Science in Social Science” (pp. 3-33). 


 Lim, Ch. 1 “Explaining Change and Continuity in East Asia” (pp.14-31) 
 
Weeks 2-3 (Sept. 1, 8). Developmental Theory, Neo-liberalism, Structuralism 
Reading: 


 Lim, Ch. 2 “From Poverty to Prosperity in One Generation” (pp. 33-56) 
 
Weeks 3-4 (Sep. 10, 15). Marxist/Neo-Marxist Approaches 
Reading: 


 Lim, Ch. 2 “From Poverty to Prosperity in One Generation” (pp. 66-77) 
 
Weeks 4-5 (Sep. 17, 22). Colonial Experience 
Reading: 


 Lim, Ch. 3 “Crises or Malaise: Whither the East Asian Miracles?” 
 
Weeks 5-7 (Sep. 24, Oct. 1, 6). Nationalism 
Readings: 


 Lim, Ch. 4 “Capitalism or Bust? China’s Rise and North Korea’s Economic Decay” 
September 29: Exam I 
 
Weeks 7-8 (Oct. 8, 13). Political Development 
Reading: 


 Lim, Ch. 5 “Political Changes in Japan, South Korea, and Taiwan” 
 
Weeks 8-9 (Oct. 15, 20). Relationship with International Economy 
Reading: 


 Lim, Ch. 6 “Democracy after Transition: Consolidating Political Change” 
 
Weeks 9-10 (Oct. 22, 29). Elections and Political Institutions 
Readings: 


 Chu, Yun-han, Larry Diamond, Andrew J. Nathan, and Doh Chull, Ch. 1 “Introduction: 
Comparative Perspectives on Democratic Legitimacy in East Asia” 
(instruction to download: http://library.ucf.edu/Databases/Subjects/polisci.php  click 
“CIAO”  click “books” on your left side  click “Columbia University Press”)  click 
“How East Asians View Democracy”  select the chapter that you would like to read) 


October 27: Exam II 
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Week 11 (Nov. 3, 5). Political Actors behind Economic Policies 
Reading: 


 Lim, Ch. 6 “Democracy after Transition: Consolidating Political Change” 
 
Week 12 (Nov. 10, 12). “Asian Value” and Human Rights: Overview 
Reading: 


 Chu, Yun-han, Larry Diamond, and Andrew J. Nathan, Ch. 10 “Conclusion: Values, 
Regime Performance, and Democratic Consolidation” 
(instruction to download: http://library.ucf.edu/Databases/Subjects/polisci.php  click 
“CIAO”  click “books” on your left side  click “Columbia University Press”)  click 
“How East Asians View Democracy”  select the chapter that you would like to read) 


 
Weeks 13-14 (Nov. 17, 24). Future of East Asian Democracy 
Reading: 


 Lim, Ch. 7 “The Prospects for Political Change in China and North Korea” 
November 19: Exam III 
 
Week 15 (Dec. 1, 3). New Challenges 
Readings: 


 Lim, Chs. 8, 9 “East Asia as the New Immigrant Frontier?” “Conclusion” 
 
December 10 (Thursday), 10:00am-12:50pm. Final Examination.  








POS4284-15Fall 0W59
Jump to Today


Instructor Contact


Instructor: Barry Edwards, J.D., Ph.D. (About Me
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1132309/pages/about-me) )
Office: Howard Phillips Hall 305B (Where's This?
(http://map.ucf.edu/locations/14/howard-phillips-hall-hph/) )
Office Hours: TBA and by appointment
Phone: 407-823-2608
E-mail: barry.edwards@ucf.edu


Course Information


Course Name: Judicial Process and Politics
Course ID & Section: POS 4284-DW59
Credit Hours: 3
Semester/Year: Fall 2015
Web Only Course


Course Description


Judicial Process and Politics examines the role of the judiciary in American society. In this course, we will primarily be concerned with the
process of law, rather than the product of legal processes. The law is not simply a collection of outcomes, policies, decisions and decrees.
Law is also a method for transforming contentious issues into enforced solutions. But this process is far from simple or mechanical.
Abstract rules and general principles provide some guidance in this transformation of contentiousness, but social norms, broader public
understanding, and strategies of legal interpretation also play a role in this process.


A number of important questions will concern us throughout this course. Beyond understanding the mechanics of how courts function, the
players who are involved and their role in society, we want to form opinions on how the judicial process ought to function. How should
judges interpret decisions? How should the Supreme Court decide cases? If the current process is flawed, then what should replace it?


This course provides information so that you will be able to form your own responses to those questions. Political scientists often do not
agree on how those queries should be answered; this course will present some of their theories. Then you will evaluate the merits of any
particular answer compared to other possibilities.


University Course Catalog Description: Study of the formal and informal judicial process. Legal culture, bureaucratic model, judicial
recruitment and outputs, comparative judicial behavior.


Course prerequisites: ENC 1102 (Freshman Composition II), POS 2041 (American National Government) or consent of the instructor. 


Course Objectives


Understand terminology and concepts related to judicial process and politics
Understand basic history and organizational principles of U.S. court system
Evaluate the role of the courts in democratic society
Compare the popular perception of the legal system to the realities of American courtrooms
Evaluate the fairness of the judicial system for racial minorities and the poor
Develop in-depth understanding of a particular judicial process through direct observation and critical analysis


Required Texts and Supplemental Readings


REQUIRED: Neubauer, David, and Stephen Meinhold. 2013.  Judicial Process: Law, Courts, and Politics in the United States, Sixth
Edition. Boston, MA: Wadsworth, Cengage Learning (hereafter “Neubauer & Meinhold”).  See on Amazon  (http://www.amazon.com


/Judicial-Process-Courts-Politics-United/dp/1111357560/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1413476786&sr=1-1)
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REQUIRED: Lewis, Anthony. 1989. Gideon's Trumpet. New York: Vintage Books [Originally published in 1964].  See on Amazon
(http://www.amazon.com/Gideons-Trumpet-Anthony-Lewis/dp/0679723129/ref=la_B000APOQU0_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1437530734&


sr=1-1) .


Additional readings will be announced and/or distributed online.  In particular, these readings will focus on rulings from the most recent
Supreme Court term(s), and articles regarding the various uses of federal and state judicial power.
RECOMMENDED: Read your local newspaper's coverage of trials in your area.  It's not only interesting to see how these cases are
reported, news reports can alert you to great opportunities to observe courtroom proceedings in your area (which will help you
complete the required original research project). 


Course Requirements


 Your final grade is based on following components:


Module Review Exercises (10%) - Each numbered module in this course contains at least one exercise design to increase your
understanding of the assigned material.  Your lowest module review exercise score will be dropped.


1. 


Module Quizzes (40%) - Each substantive module in this course includes a short quiz to test your understanding of the assigned
material.  Module quizzes consist of multiple choice, true-false, and short answer questions.  Your lowest module quiz score will be
dropped.


2. 


Small Group Discussions (10%) - Each student will be assigned to a small group of 5-6 students.  We'll do our best to group students
based on interests and location.  In your small groups, you'll discuss how the course material relates to your particular interests and will
also help one another with your original research projects. 


3. 


Final Exam (20%) – The final examination is cumulative and will require students to apply their understanding of the subject matter in a
constructive manner.  Students can expect a mix of multiple choice, short answer, and essay questions.  At least one of the essay
questions will require students to apply course material to a hypothetical situation.


4. 


Original Research Project (20%) - A significant component of this course will be your original research on a judicial process you want to
learn more about.  This projects requires both directed reading and field research.  Our state and federal judicial systems are diverse
and offer abundant opportunities to study law and courts in action. By the end of the semester, you will submit a 5-6 page Final Report
on your original research.  The assignment pages contain more information about this assignment. 


5. 


Missed Assignments/Make-Ups/Extra Credit


Make-ups for in-class writing, quizzes, the midterm, or the final exam will only be allowed for official University activities or personal
emergencies.  Written documentation is required.  Make-up assessments may be different.  There is no extra credit available.


Late Work


Completing all your work by the specified dues dates is important to your success in this class.  Late work will be penalized.  Your score on
late work will be reduced 10% per day late.  For example, if receive a score of 9 our of 10 on a quiz two days after it was due (i.e. you took
a quiz due Sunday on Tuesday instead), your score will be reduced 20%, so you will receive a 7.2 out of 10 on that quiz.  You will receive
no credit for work complete ten or more days after its due date.  However, because modules unlock only after your have completed prior
modules, so you will still need to finish your work (for no credit) to complete this class. 


Grading Scale


>=93 90-92 87-89 83-86 80-82 77-79 73-76 70-72 67-69 63-66 60-62 <=59


A A- B+ B B- C+ C C- D+ D D- F
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Grades of "Incomplete"


Incomplete grades are given only in situations where unexpected emergencies prevent a student from completing the course and the
remaining work can be completed the next semester. Your instructor is the final authority on whether you qualify for an incomplete.
Incomplete work must be finished by the end of the subsequent semester or the “I” will automatically be recorded as an “F” on your
transcript.


Group Work Policy


There are no group projects in this class.  You are welcome to discuss course material with other students, but you are responsible for your
own work. 


Academic Honesty


Plagiarism and cheating of any kind on an examination, quiz, or assignment will result at least in an "F" for that assignment (and may,
depending on the severity of the case, lead to an "F" for the entire course) and may be subject to appropriate referral to the Office of
Student Conduct (http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/faq#students) for further action. See the UCF Golden Rule (http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/)


 for further information. I will assume for this course that you will adhere to the academic creed of this University and will maintain the
highest standards of academic integrity. In other words, don't cheat by giving answers to others or taking them from anyone else. I will also
adhere to the highest standards of academic integrity, so please do not ask me to change (or expect me to change) your grade
illegitimately or to bend or break rules for one person that will not apply to everyone.


University Writing Center


The University Writing Center (UWC) is a free resource for UCF undergraduates and graduates. At the UWC, a trained writing consultant
will work individually with you on anything you're writing (in or out of class), at any point in the writing process from brainstorming to editing.
Appointments are recommended, but not required. For more information or to make an appointment, visit the UWC website
(http://www.uwc.ucf.edu) , stop by MOD 608, or call 407.823.2197.


You do not need to come to the UCF campus to receive help from a trained writing tutor.  As a UCF student, you have access to writing
tutors at the UCF Online Writing Center.  You can schedule an online consultation (http://uwc.ucf.edu/schedule.php) with a writing tutor. 
You can get the help you need to complete the Final Report of your Civic Engagement Project online at a time convenient to you!  This
service is free to you. 


Disability Statement


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus is
available in alternate formats upon request. Students with disabilities who need accommodations in this course must contact the professor
at the beginning of the semester to discuss needed accommodations. No accommodations will be provided until the student has met with
the professor to request accommodations. Students who need accommodations must be registered with Student Disability Services
(http://www.sds.ucf.edu/) , Ferrell Commons, 7F, Room 185, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before
requesting accommodations from the professor.


Copyright


This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, images, text materials, etc. These items are being
used with regard to the Fair Use doctrine in order to enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, download or
distribute these items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for this online classroom environment and your use only. All copyright
materials are credited to the copyright holder.


Third-Party Software and FERPA


During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or software applications sometimes called third-party
software such as a blog or wiki. While some of these could be required assignments, you need not make any personally identifying
information on a public site. Do not post or provide any private information about yourself or your classmates. Where appropriate you may
use a pseudonym or nickname. Some written assignments posted publicly may require personal reflection/comments, but the assignments
will not require you to disclose any personally identity-sensitive information. If you have any concerns about this, please contact your
instructor.


Financial Aid Requirement


As of Fall, 2014, all faculty are required to document students' academic activity at the beginning of each course.  In order to document
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Date Details


Fri Aug 28, 2015 All About You (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1132309/assignments/3949928) due by 5pm


Evidence of Academic Engagement (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1132309/assignments


/3952337)


due by


11:59pm


Quiz: SOL in the Court System (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1132309/assignments


/3950011)


due by


11:59pm


Syllabus Quiz (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1132309/assignments/3949927) due by


11:59pm


Sun Aug 30, 2015 Read Gideon's Trumpet, pp. 3-11. (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1118074&


include_contexts=course_1132309)


12am


Read Neubauer & Meinhold, pp. 1-15 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1117906&


include_contexts=course_1132309)


12am


Law, Courts & Politics Module Quiz (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1132309/assignments


/3949926)


due by


11:59pm


Law, Courts, and Politics Hangman (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1132309/assignments


/3949936)


due by


11:59pm


Sun Sep 6, 2015 Read Gideon's Trumpet, pp. 12-30. (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1118075&


include_contexts=course_1132309)


12am


Read Neubauer & Meinhold, pp. 16-47 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1117905&


include_contexts=course_1132309)


12am


Discussion: Meet Group & Share Interests (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1132309


/assignments/3952719)


due by


11:59pm


Law and Legal Systems Module Quiz (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1132309/assignments


/3949917)


due by


11:59pm


Law and Legal Systems Vocab Word Search (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1132309


/assignments/3949935)


due by


11:59pm


Sun Sep 13, 2015 Read Gideon's Trumpet, pp. 31-46. (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1118076&


include_contexts=course_1132309)


12am


Read Neubauer & Meinhold, pp. 48-82 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1117904&


include_contexts=course_1132309)


12am


Federal Courts Crossword (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1132309/assignments/3949934) due by


11:59pm


Federal Courts Module Quiz (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1132309/assignments/3949918) due by


11:59pm


Sun Sep 20, 2015 Read Gideon's Trumpet, pp. 47-58. (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1118077&


include_contexts=course_1132309)


12am


Read Neubauer & Meinhold, pp. 83-116 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1117903&


include_contexts=course_1132309)


12am


Discussion: Planning Your Field Research (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1132309


/assignments/3949932)


due by


11:59pm


State Courts Jeopardy Game (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1132309/assignments/3949937) due by


11:59pm


State Courts Module Quiz (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1132309/assignments/3949930) due by


11:59pm


that you began this course, please complete the the Syllabus Quiz by the end of the first week of classes or as soon as possible
after adding the course.  Failure to do so may result in a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid.
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Date Details


Sun Sep 27, 2015 Peer Reviews on Civic Engagement Proposals Due (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1117907&include_contexts=course_1132309)


12am


Read Gideon's Trumpet, pp. 59-81. (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1118078&


include_contexts=course_1132309)


12am


Read Neubauer & Meinhold, pp. 117-155 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1117902&


include_contexts=course_1132309)


12am


Lawyers and Legal Representation Crossword Puzzle (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1132309/assignments/3949938)


due by


11:59pm


Lawyers and Legal Representation Module Quiz (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1132309


/assignments/3949929)


due by


11:59pm


Sun Oct 4, 2015 Read Gideon's Trumpet, pp. 82-99. (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1118079&


include_contexts=course_1132309)


12am


Read Neubauer & Meinhold, pp. 156-193 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1117901&


include_contexts=course_1132309)


12am


Discussion: Relating Course Material to Your Project (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1132309/assignments/3952721)


due by


11:59pm


Judges Hangman Game (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1132309/assignments/3949939) due by


11:59pm


Judges Module Quiz (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1132309/assignments/3949919) due by


11:59pm


Sun Oct 11, 2015 Read Gideon's Trumpet, pp. 100-106 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1118080&


include_contexts=course_1132309)


12am


Read Neubauer & Meinhold, pp. 194-220 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1117900&


include_contexts=course_1132309)


12am


Mobilizing the Law Jeopardy Game (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1132309/assignments


/3949940)


due by


11:59pm


Mobilizing the Law Module Quiz (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1132309/assignments


/3949923)


due by


11:59pm


Sun Oct 18, 2015 Read Gideon's Trumpet, pp. 107-122. (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1118081&


include_contexts=course_1132309)


12am


Read Neubauer & Meinhold, pp. 221-250 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1117899&


include_contexts=course_1132309)


12am


Criminal Justice: Preliminary Stages Module Quiz (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1132309


/assignments/3949931)


due by


11:59pm


Criminal Justice: Preliminary Stages Sequencer (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1132309


/assignments/3949947)


due by


11:59pm


Sun Oct 25, 2015 Read Gideon's Trumpet, pp. 123-145. (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1118082&


include_contexts=course_1132309)


12am


Read Neubauer & Meinhold, pp. 251-288 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1117898&


include_contexts=course_1132309)


12am


Criminal Justice Word Search (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1132309/assignments/3949941) due by


11:59pm


Criminal Justice: Bargaining and Sentencing Module Quiz (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1132309/assignments/3949922)


due by


11:59pm


Sun Nov 1, 2015 Read Gideon's Trumpet, pp. 146-168. (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1118084& 12am
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Date Details


include_contexts=course_1132309)


Read Neubauer & Meinhold, pp. 289-321 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1117897&


include_contexts=course_1132309)


12am


Civil Litigation: Disputing Pyramid Sequencer (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1132309


/assignments/3949948)


due by


11:59pm


Civil Litigation: How Cases Begin Module Quiz (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1132309


/assignments/3949915)


due by


11:59pm


Sun Nov 8, 2015 Read Gideon's Trumpet, pp. 169-190. (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1118085&


include_contexts=course_1132309)


12am


Read Neubauer & Meinhold, pp. 322-349 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1117896&


include_contexts=course_1132309)


12am


Civil Litigation Crossword Puzzle (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1132309/assignments


/3949942)


due by


11:59pm


Civil Litigation: How Cases End Module Quiz (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1132309


/assignments/3949924)


due by


11:59pm


Discussion: Status of Your Field Research (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1132309


/assignments/3952722)


due by


11:59pm


Sun Nov 15, 2015 Read Gideon's Trumpet, pp. 191-201. (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1118086&


include_contexts=course_1132309)


12am


Read Neubauer & Meinhold, pp. 350-380 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1117895&


include_contexts=course_1132309)


12am


Trials and Juries Module Quiz (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1132309/assignments/3949925) due by


11:59pm


Trials and Juries Sequencer (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1132309/assignments/3949943) due by


11:59pm


Sun Nov 22, 2015 Read Gideon's Trumpet, pp. 202-217. (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1118087&


include_contexts=course_1132309)


12am


Read Neubauer & Meinhold, pp. 381-413 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1117894&


include_contexts=course_1132309)


12am


Discussion: Status of Your Research Paper (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1132309


/assignments/3952724)


due by


11:59pm


The Appellate Process Hangman Game (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1132309/assignments


/3949944)


due by


11:59pm


The Appellate Process Module Quiz (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1132309/assignments


/3949921)


due by


11:59pm


Sun Nov 29, 2015 Read Gideon's Trumpet, pp. 218-233. (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1118088&


include_contexts=course_1132309)


12am


Read Neubauer & Meinhold, pp. 414-445 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1117893&


include_contexts=course_1132309)


12am


U.S. Supreme Court Agenda Setting Crossword Puzzle (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1132309/assignments/3949945)


due by


11:59pm


U.S. Supreme Court Agenda Setting Module Quiz (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1132309


/assignments/3949914)


due by


11:59pm


Sun Dec 6, 2015 Read Gideon's Trumpet, pp. 234-250. (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1118089&


include_contexts=course_1132309)


12am
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Date Details


Read Neubauer & Meinhold, pp. 446-484 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1117892&


include_contexts=course_1132309)


12am


Put Landmark U.S. Supreme Court Decisions in Sequence (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1132309/assignments/3949946)


due by


11:59pm


U.S. Supreme Court Justices and Their Decisions Module Quiz (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/courses/1132309/assignments/3949913)


due by


11:59pm


Upload Your Original Research Project: Final Report (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1132309/assignments/3949933)


due by


11:59pm


Sun Dec 13, 2015 POS 4284 Final Exam, Fall 2015 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1132309/assignments


/3949916)


due by


11:59pm
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POS 2041, American National Government  


Fall Term 2015 Syllabus 
 


(August 24 – December 15) 
(Traditional/ Lecture Course Format) 


 (Tuesday/Thursday, 12:00 – 1:15 P.M., MSB 0360) 
      (3 Credit hours) 
 


 
 


Part 1: General Course Information. 
 
Instructor: Alvin Quackenbush 
Email: alvin.quackenbush@ucf.edu  
 
Office Hours: Fall 2015, Howard Phillips Hall, Room 302N 
Phone: (407) 823-0012 
Tuesday/Thursday, 10:45 A.M. – 11:45 A.M. 
 
Political Science Department Office: Howard Phillips Hall, Room 302 
Phone: (407) 823-2608   
Website: http://politicalscience.cos.ucf.edu/ 
 
Required Materials: We The People, An Introduction to American Politics, 10th Core Edition (Ginsburg, 
Lowi, Weir, and Tolbert).  ISBN: 978-0-393-93704-6   
 
Course Description: (3 Credits) 
American National Government: A study of the dynamics of American national government, including its 
structure, organization, powers, and procedures. 
 
 
Major Course Learning Outcomes:  
1. Demonstrate an understanding of the philosophical theories that led to the writing of the Declaration of 
Independence and U.S. Constitution. 
 
2. Demonstrate an understanding of the core values supporting the democratic tradition of the United 
States. 
 
3. Demonstrate an understanding of the checks and balances system created by the U.S. Constitution, 
including an understanding of the major powers and responsibilities given to each branch. 
 
4. Develop an understanding of the effects of government at all levels in the United States on citizens' lives 
and the effects of citizens on government in pursuit of social, political, and economic goals. 
 
5. Demonstrate an understanding of the difference between direct and representative democracy. 
 
6. Utilize critical thinking in analyzing political, social, and economic issues. 
 
 


 







Part 2: Classroom Policies. 
 
Attendance: Regular class attendance is expected.  There is a direct correlation between class attendance 
and overall success in the course.  All instructors/faculty are required to document students’ academic 
activity at the beginning of each course. In order to document that you began this course, please complete 
the following academic activity by the end of the first week of classes or as soon as possible after adding 
the course. Failure to do so may result in a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid.  There will be a 
20 point syllabus quiz due on Friday, August 28th during the first week of the semester to ensure student 
attendance in the course. 
 
Tardiness: Students are expected to be on time for class.  Students who are tardy disrupt other students and 
the overall learning environment, so tardiness is not acceptable.  Students who habitually disturb the class 
by talking, arriving late, etc., and have been warned may suffer a reduction in their final class grade. 
 
Email: It is the policy of this professor to communicate with you via UCF email or the Webcourses 
message system. Failure to check for e-mail messages will not be accepted as an excuse for missed work. 


Cell Phone:  Students are required to turn off all cell phones and electronic devices before the beginning of 
class because they can disrupt the learning environment. This means no text messaging!  If a cell phone 
vibrates or is audible, the student may be asked to leave for the remainder of the class.  If there is an 
emergency situation warranting the use of a cell phone during class time, the student must notify the 
professor in writing prior to the beginning of class. During a testing situation, if a cell phone vibrates or is 
audible, the student’s test or examination will be collected and the student will be asked to leave without an 
option for completion. 
 
Laptop Computers: Students may use their laptop, tablet, or “mini-computer’ (smart phone) during class to 
take notes or to access the Internet for research.  A student who uses this freedom in an inappropriate 
fashion may be asked to leave the class for that day or to turn off their laptop or phone.  Furthermore, 
laptop computer use is only permitted in the first five rows of the class seating.  Students who wish to use a 
laptop in class are encouraged to arrive early to obtain a front row seat. 


 
 
 


Part 3: Assignments. 
 
1. Chapter Modules: There will be 15 chapter modules that you will complete online using UCF 
Webcourses.  Webcourses is an online course management system that can be accessed through 
my.ucf.edu. Each module will consist of a few interactive exercises and a post quiz.  The interactive 
exercises are untimed and typically consist of a simulation or video and have a few multiple choice 
assessment questions.  The post quizzes will consist of 20 - 25 multiple choice or true/false questions and 
you will be given 1 attempt and 45 minutes to complete the post quiz.  Your three lowest chapter modules 
will be dropped 
 
Although these modules are completed outside of class you are expected to do your own work.  Students 
needing assistance with Webcourses should call (407) 823-0407.  Late Work Policy: You can access the 
chapter modules for an entire week so no excuse is valid for failing to complete the assignments.  See the 
course schedule in the syllabus for all chapter module due dates. Students who fail to complete a chapter 
module will be expected to drop that particular module as one of their three low scores.   
 
2. Tests: There will be four tests during the semester.  The dates of the tests are listed in the syllabus on the 
course schedule.  Late Work Policy: All tests must be taken on or before dates assigned. No makeup tests 
are available without the explicit consent of the instructor, which will only be granted in cases of 
documented emergencies.  All makeup tests will be short answer and essay format only. 



http://my.ucf.edu/





 
3. Final Examination: The final exam in this course is cumulative and will cover chapters 1-15 in the 
textbook.  Any student not completing the examination will receive 0 of those possible points, and this will 
impact the final average in the course.  Late Work Policy: The final exam must be taken on or before the 
date indicated in the syllabus.  Again, no makeup tests are available without the explicit consent of the 
instructor, which shall only be granted in cases of documented emergences.  All make up tests will be short 
answer and essay format only. 
 
All graded materials in this course will be returned individually only by request. You can access your 
scores at any time using the Grades section of Webcourses@UCF.  Please note that scores returned mid-
semester are unofficial grades. 


 
 
 


 
Part 4: Basis for Grade. 


 
Evaluation: Your grade will be determined by grades on a syllabus quiz, 15 Chapter Modules (each consists 
of a few interactive exercises and a quiz and your lowest 3 will be dropped), 4 Tests (your lowest 1 will be 
dropped) and 1 Final Exam.   
   


Syllabus Quiz: 20 points (2%) 
 Modules: 30 points each (360 total, 39%) 


Tests: 100 points (300 total, 32%) 
Final Exam: 250 points (250 total, 27%) 


 930 Total Points 
 


Grading Scale (NO ROUNDING OF GRADES): 
90 - 100 = A 
80 - 89 = B 
70 - 79 = C 
60 - 69 = D 


59 and below = F 
 
 


 
Part 5: University Policies. 


 
University Policies: The UCF Golden Rule Student Handbook is at http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/ and UCF 
policies and procedures can be found at http://policies.ucf.edu/. 


Withdrawal Policy: Withdrawal for each term begins after "Late Registration and Add/Drop" ends. 
Students may withdraw from a class and receive the notation of "W" until the date noted in the "Academic 
Calendar" of the Schedule Web Guide. A student may withdraw from courses using myUCF at 
https://my.ucf.edu, or by visiting the Registrar's Office (Millican Hall 161), certain college advising offices, 
or a Regional Campus records office. For a complete policy more information on withdrawals please go to 
https://www.academicservices.ucf.edu/ 
 
Student Code of Classroom Conduct: UCF is dedicated not only to the advancement of knowledge and 
learning, but is concerned with the development of responsible personal and social conduct.  By enrolling 
at the university, a student assumes the responsibility for becoming familiar with and abiding by the general 
rules of conduct.  The primary responsibility for managing the classroom environment rests with the 



http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://policies.ucf.edu/
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professor.  Students who engage in any prohibited or unlawful acts that result in disruption of a class may 
be directed by the professor to leave the class.  Violation of any UCF policies/procedures or classroom 
rules may lead to disciplinary action up to and including expulsion from the University.  Disciplinary action 
could include being withdrawn from the class, disciplinary warning, probation, suspension, expulsion, or 
other appropriate and authorized actions. So, act mature, treating others with respect, verbally or online. 
The UCF Student Code of Conduct is in the current Student handbook and more information can be found 
at http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/. 
 
Ethics: As reflected in the UCF creed, integrity and scholarship are core values that should guide our 
conduct and decisions as members of the UCF community. Plagiarism and cheating contradict these 
values, and so are very serious academic offenses. Penalties can include a failing grade in an 
assignment or in the course, or suspension or expulsion from the university. Students are expected to 
familiarize themselves with and follow the University’s Rules of Conduct (see 
http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/). 
 
Academic Integrity/Plagiarism: Plagiarism and Cheating of any kind on an examination, quiz, or 
assignment will result at least in an "F" for that assignment (and may, depending on the severity of the case, 
lead to an "F" for the entire course) and may be subject to appropriate referral to the Office of Student 
Conduct for further action. See the UCF Golden Rule for further information. I will assume for this course 
that you will adhere to the academic creed of this University and will maintain the highest standards of 
academic integrity. In other words, don't cheat by giving answers to others or taking them from anyone 
else. I will also adhere to the highest standards of academic integrity, so please do not ask me to change (or 
expect me to change) your grade illegitimately or to bend or break rules for one person that will not apply 
to everyone. 
 
Turnitin.com: In this course we may utilize turnitin.com, an automated system which instructors can use to 
quickly and easily compare each student's assignment with billions of web sites, as well as an enormous 
database of student papers that grows with each submission. Accordingly, you may be expected to submit 
assignments in both hard copy and electronic format. After the assignment is processed, as an instructor I 
receive a report from turnitin.com that states if and how another author’s work was used in the assignment. 
For a more detailed look at this process, visit http://www.turnitin.com. 
 
Religious Observances: Students are expected to notify their instructor in advance if they intend to miss 
class to observe a holy day of their religious faith. For a current schedule of major religious holidays, see 
the Faculty Center’s main web page under “Calendars,” and for additional information, contact the Office 
of Diversity Initiatives at 407-823-6479. 
 
Course Accessibility: It is my goal that this class be an accessible and welcoming experience for all 
students, including those with disabilities that may impact learning in this class. If anyone believes the 
design of this course poses barriers to effectively participating and/or demonstrating learning in this course, 
please meet with me (with or without a Student Accessibility Services (SAS) accommodation letter) to 
discuss reasonable options or adjustments. During our discussion, I may suggest the possibility/necessity of 
your contacting SAS (Ferrell Commons 185; 407-823-2371; sas@ucf.edu) to talk about academic 
accommodations. You are welcome to talk to me at any point in the semester about course design concerns, 
but it is always best if we can talk at least one week prior to the need for any modifications. 
 
Disclaimer: Changes in the syllabus and/or schedule may be made at any time during the term by 
announcement of the professor.  It is your responsibility to stay informed of any changes. 
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Part 6: Course Schedule. 
 


Fall 2015, August 24 – December 15, Traditional Course Format 
 
Course Schedule: (UCF Calendars are at http://calendar.ucf.edu/2015/fall) 


All the dates and assignments listed below are tentative, and can be changed at the discretion of the 
professor with proper notification via UCF email. 


 
Week 1: (August 24 – 30), Drop Refund Deadline August 27. 
Chapter 1, American Political Culture 
Syllabus Quiz due by 11:59 pm, on Friday, August 28th. 
Chapter Modules due by 11:59 pm. on Sunday, August 30. 
 
Week 2: (August 31 – September 6) 
Chapter 2, The Founding and the Constitution 
Chapter Modules due by 11:59 pm. on Sunday, September 6. 
 
Week 3: (September 7 – 13) 
Chapter 3, Federalism 
Chapter Modules due by 11:59 pm. on Sunday, September 13. 
 
Week 4: (September 14 – 20) 
Chapter 4, Civil Liberties 
Test 1, September 15, Chapters 1-3.  
Chapter Modules due by 11:59 pm. on Sunday, September 20.  
 
Week 5: (September 21 – 27) 
Chapter 5, Civil Rights 
Chapter Modules due by 11:59 pm. on Sunday, September 27.  
 
Week 6: (September 28 – October 4) 
Chapter 6, Public Opinion  
Chapter Modules due by 11:59 pm. on Sunday, October 4.  
 
Week 7: (October 5 – 11) 
Chapter 7, Participation and Voting  
Test 2, October 6, Chapters 4-6. 
Chapter Modules due by 11:59 pm. on Sunday, October 11.  
 
Week 8: (October 12 – 18) 
Chapter 8, Political Participation 
Chapter Modules due by 11:59 pm. on Sunday, October 18.  
 
Week 9: (October 19 – 25) 
Chapter 9, Political Parties  
Chapter Modules due by 11:59 pm. on Sunday, October 25.  
 
Week 10: (October 26 – November 1) 
Chapter 10, Campaigns and Elections  
Test 3, October 27, Chapters 7-9.  
Chapter Modules due by 11:59 pm. on Sunday, November 1.  
 
 



http://calendar.ucf.edu/2015/fall





 
Week 11: (November 2 – 8), November 2 - Withdrawal deadline. 
Chapter 11, Groups and Interests  
Chapter Modules due by 11:59 pm. on Sunday, November 8.  
 
Week 12: (November 9 – 15) 
Chapter 12, Congress 
Chapter Modules due by 11:59 pm. on Sunday, November 15.  
 
Week 13: (November 16 – 22) 
Chapter 13, The Presidency 
Test 4, November 17, Chapters 10-12.  
Chapter Modules due by 11:59 pm. on Sunday, November 22.  
 
Week 14: (November 23 – 29), November 26-28, No Classes, Thanksgiving Break. 
Chapter 14, The Bureaucracy 
Chapter Modules due by 11:59 pm. on Sunday, November 29.  
 
Week 15: (November 30 – December 6) 
Chapter 15, The Federal Courts 
Chapter Modules due by 11:59 pm. on Sunday, December 6.  
 
Week 16: (December 7 – 13), December 8, No Classes, Study Day. 
College wide Final Exams: (December 9 – 15) 
Final Exam: December 10, 10:00 A.M. – 12: 50 P.M., Chapters 1 – 15. 
 


 





		Syllabus Quiz: 20 points (2%)

		Modules: 30 points each (360 total, 39%)
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Instructor Contact


Instructor: Barry Edwards, J.D., Ph.D. (About Me
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1132310/pages/about-me) )
Office: Howard Phillips Hall 305B (Where's This?
(http://map.ucf.edu/locations/14/howard-phillips-hall-hph/) )
Office Hours: TBA and by appointment
Phone: 407-823-2608
E-mail: barry.edwards@ucf.edu


Course Information


Course Name: Constitutional Law I
Course ID & Section: POS 4603-DW59
Credit Hours: 3
Semester/Year: Fall 2015
Web Only Course


Course Description


Constitutional law addresses the contents of the U.S. Constitution and the interpretation of those contents. We will look at the organization
of the United States Government (i.e., the distribution and execution of those powers); and the relations between the Government and
persons under its jurisdiction (i.e., under the Bill of Rights). Under the United States’ system, the chief problems of constitutional law center
on the basic matter of judicial review, on relations between and among the three (3) branches of government, on the federal system’s
distribution of powers between the federal and state governments, and on the restrictions or limitation on government in either procedural
or substantive (e.g., due process) contexts. University Course Catalog Description: Development of American federalism and national
power, commerce clause, and nationalization of the economy.


Course Prerequisites


ENC 1102 (Freshman Composition II), POS 2041 (American National Government) or consent of the instructor. I encourage you to take
POS 4284 (Judicial Process and Politics) prior to taking this class.


Course Objectives


The objective of this course is to introduce you to the important role that the United States Constitution has in orienting American politics
and governance. With this end in mind, we will explore the Constitution, its various interpretations, and the role of the judiciary in
constitutional application, examples of the influence it has had on the function of government, and the case law that has emanated from its
interpretation. The objectives of this class include the following:


Understand key constitution terms and concepts
Understand historically significant Supreme Court decisions
Analyze historical trends in Supreme Court composition and decision making
Evaluate and apply constitutional precedents
Apply legal reasoning to complex hypothetical problems
Engage in discussion and deliberation of constitutional issues
Improve writing and critical thinking skills
Build collaboration skills and practice professional work habits


Required Texts and Materials


Epstein, Lee, and Thomas Walker. 2014. Constitutional Law for a Changing America: Institutional Powers and Constraints, Eighth Edition.
Thousand Oaks, CA: CQ Press, an Imprint of Sage Publications, Inc. (hereafter “Epstein & Walker”). *Make sure you buy Volume I with the
brown cover (see image below) not Volume II with the blue cover.**
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Additional readings will be announced and/or distributed in class. In particular, these readings will focus on rulings from the most recent
Supreme Court term(s) and emerging issues in constitutional law.


Course Requirements


Your final grade is based on the following components:


Module Quizzes (40%) – Each numbered module contains a quiz which include multiple choice, true false questions, and a short
answer question.


1. 


Module Review Exercises (15%) – Each numbered module contains one or more graded review exercises, such as crossword
puzzles, matching games, etc.


2. 


Court Simulation One (15%) – Students will participate in a week long simulation of Supreme Court decision making.  The simulation
will required to work individually as well as in collaboration with other students in the class and will be graded on both their individual
work as well as the group product.  Simulation One will focus on institutional powers.


3. 


Court Simulation Two (15%) – Students will participate in a week long simulation of Supreme Court decision making.  The simulation
will required to work individually as well as in collaboration with other students in the class and will be graded on both their individual
work as well as the group product.  Simulation Two will focus on nation-state relations.


4. 


Final Exam (15%) – The Final Examination is cumulative and will require students to apply their understanding of the subject matter in
a comprehensive manner. Students can expect a mix of multiple choice and true-false questions on the Final Exam.


5. 


Missed Assignments/Make-Ups/Extra Credit


Make-up work will only be allowed for official University activities or personal emergencies.  Written documentation is required.  Make-up
assessments may be different.  There is no extra credit available.


Late Work


Completing all your work by the specified dues dates is important to your success in this class.  Late work will be penalized.  Your score on
late work will be reduced 10% per day late.  For example, if receive a score of 9 our of 10 on a quiz two days after it was due (i.e. you took
a quiz due Sunday on Tuesday instead), your score will be reduced 20%, so you will receive a 7.2 out of 10 on that quiz.  You will receive
no credit for work complete ten or more days after its due date.  However, because modules unlock only after your have completed prior
modules, so you will still need to finish your work (for no credit) to complete this class. 


Grading Scale


>=93 90-92 87-89 83-86 80-82 77-79 73-76 70-72 67-69 63-66 60-62 <=59


A A- B+ B B- C+ C C- D+ D D- F


 


Grades of "Incomplete"


Incomplete grades are given only in situations where unexpected emergencies prevent a student from completing the course and the
remaining work can be completed the next semester. Your instructor is the final authority on whether you qualify for an incomplete.
Incomplete work must be finished by the end of the subsequent semester or the “I” will automatically be recorded as an “F” on your
transcript.


Group Work Policy


This course requires both individual and group work.  You are welcome to discuss course material with other students, but you are
responsible for your own work where indicated.   Module review exercises and module quizzes are individual assignments.  There will be
two Supreme Court Simulations in this class and parts of these simulations involve group work.


Academic Honesty


Plagiarism and cheating of any kind on an examination, quiz, or assignment will result at least in an "F" for that assignment (and may,
depending on the severity of the case, lead to an "F" for the entire course) and may be subject to appropriate referral to the Office of
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Date Details


Fri Aug 28, 2015 Evidence of Academic Engagement (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1132310/assignments


/3950717)


due by


11:59pm


Quiz: SOL in the Court System (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1132310/assignments


/3960549)


due by


11:59pm


Syllabus Quiz (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1132310/assignments/3950766) due by


11:59pm


Sun Aug 30, 2015 Read Epstein & Walker, pp. 1-10, 699-710 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1118113&


include_contexts=course_1132310)


12am


Articles or Constitution? Pick One (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1132310/assignments due by


Student Conduct (http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/faq#students) for further action. See the UCF Golden Rule (http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/)


 for further information. I will assume for this course that you will adhere to the academic creed of this University and will maintain the
highest standards of academic integrity. In other words, don't cheat by giving answers to others or taking them from anyone else. I will also
adhere to the highest standards of academic integrity, so please do not ask me to change (or expect me to change) your grade
illegitimately or to bend or break rules for one person that will not apply to everyone.


University Writing Center


The University Writing Center (UWC) is a free resource for UCF undergraduates and graduates. At the UWC, a trained writing consultant
will work individually with you on anything you're writing (in or out of class), at any point in the writing process from brainstorming to editing.
Appointments are recommended, but not required. For more information or to make an appointment, visit the UWC website
(http://www.uwc.ucf.edu) , stop by MOD 608, or call 407.823.2197.


You do not need to come to the UCF campus to receive help from a trained writing tutor.  As a UCF student, you have access to writing
tutors at the UCF Online Writing Center.  You can schedule an online consultation (http://uwc.ucf.edu/schedule.php) with a writing tutor. 
You can get the help you need to complete the Final Report of your Civic Engagement Project online at a time convenient to you!  This
service is free to you. 


Disability Statement


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus is
available in alternate formats upon request. Students with disabilities who need accommodations in this course must contact the professor
at the beginning of the semester to discuss needed accommodations. No accommodations will be provided until the student has met with
the professor to request accommodations. Students who need accommodations must be registered with Student Disability Services
(http://www.sds.ucf.edu/) , Ferrell Commons, 7F, Room 185, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before
requesting accommodations from the professor.


Copyright


This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, images, text materials, etc. These items are being
used with regard to the Fair Use doctrine in order to enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, download or
distribute these items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for this online classroom environment and your use only. All copyright
materials are credited to the copyright holder.


Third-Party Software and FERPA


During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or software applications sometimes called third-party
software such as a blog or wiki. While some of these could be required assignments, you need not make any personally identifying
information on a public site. Do not post or provide any private information about yourself or your classmates. Where appropriate you may
use a pseudonym or nickname. Some written assignments posted publicly may require personal reflection/comments, but the assignments
will not require you to disclose any personally identity-sensitive information. If you have any concerns about this, please contact your
instructor.


Financial Aid Requirement


As of Fall, 2014, all faculty are required to document students' academic activity at the beginning of each course.  In order to document
that you began this course, please complete the the Syllabus Quiz by the end of the first week of classes or as soon as possible
after adding the course.  Failure to do so may result in a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid.
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Date Details


/3950757) 11:59pm


Introduction to U.S. Constitution Jeopardy (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1132310


/assignments/3950748)


due by


11:59pm


Module Quiz: Introduction to the U.S. Constitution (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1132310


/assignments/3950715)


due by


11:59pm


Sun Sep 6, 2015 Read Epstein & Walker, pp. 11-48 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1118112&


include_contexts=course_1132310)


12am


Crossword Puzzle: U.S. Supreme Court Agenda Setting (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1132310/assignments/3950734)


due by


11:59pm


Identify Warren Court Members (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1132310/assignments


/3950762)


due by


11:59pm


Module Quiz: Understanding the U.S. Supreme Court (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1132310/assignments/3950726)


due by


11:59pm


Sun Sep 13, 2015 Read Epstein & Walker, pp. 57-119 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1118111&


include_contexts=course_1132310)


12am


Constraints on Judicial Power Hangman (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1132310


/assignments/3950758)


due by


11:59pm


Matching Quiz: Judiciary Cases (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1132310/assignments


/3950733)


due by


11:59pm


Module Quiz: Judicial Powers and Constraints (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1132310


/assignments/3950719)


due by


11:59pm


Sun Sep 20, 2015 Read Epstein & Walker, pp. 120-182 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1118110&


include_contexts=course_1132310)


12am


Identify Burger Court Members (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1132310/assignments/3950752) due by


11:59pm


Matching Quiz: Legislative Powers Cases (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1132310


/assignments/3950735)


due by


11:59pm


Module Quiz: Legislative Powers and Constraints (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1132310


/assignments/3950721)


due by


11:59pm


Sun Sep 27, 2015 Read Epstein & Walker, pp. 183-256 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1118109&


include_contexts=course_1132310)


12am


Matching Quiz: Executive Powers Cases (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1132310


/assignments/3950736)


due by


11:59pm


Module Quiz: Executive Powers and Constraints (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1132310


/assignments/3950716)


due by


11:59pm


Presidential Powers: Pick One (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1132310/assignments/3950759) due by


11:59pm


Sun Oct 4, 2015 Read Epstein & Walker, pp. 257-322 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1118108&


include_contexts=course_1132310)


12am


Identify Rehnquist Court Justices (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1132310/assignments


/3950751)


due by


11:59pm


Matching Quiz: SOP in Action Cases (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1132310/assignments


/3950737)


due by


11:59pm


Module Quiz: Separation of Powers in Action (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1132310


/assignments/3950722)


due by


11:59pm
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Date Details


Mon Oct 5, 2015 Simulation 1: Groups Assigned (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1118098&


include_contexts=course_1132310)


12am


Simulation 1: Meet Your Group & Plan Ahead (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1132310


/assignments/3960453)


due by


11:59pm


Tue Oct 6, 2015 Simulation 1: Hypothetical Released via Announcement (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1118095&include_contexts=course_1132310)


12am


Thu Oct 8, 2015 Simulation 1: Post Your Own Memo. & Discuss Case (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1132310/assignments/3950732)


due by


11:59pm


Sun Oct 11, 2015 Simulation 1: Upload Your Group's Opinion(s) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1132310


/assignments/3950746)


due by


11:59pm


Sun Oct 18, 2015 Read Epstein & Walker, pp. 323-391 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1118107&


include_contexts=course_1132310)


12am


Identify Hughes Court Justices (1932-1937) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1132310


/assignments/3950763)


due by


11:59pm


Matching Quiz: Federalism Cases (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1132310/assignments


/3950738)


due by


11:59pm


Module Quiz: Federalism (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1132310/assignments/3950718) due by


11:59pm


Sun Oct 25, 2015 Read Epstein & Walker, pp. 392-482 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1118106&


include_contexts=course_1132310)


12am


Federal Commerce Power: Pick True or False (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1132310


/assignments/3950753)


due by


11:59pm


Matching Quiz: Federal Commerce Power Cases (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1132310


/assignments/3950739)


due by


11:59pm


Module Quiz: Federal Power to Regulate Commerce (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1132310


/assignments/3950724)


due by


11:59pm


Sun Nov 1, 2015 Read Epstein & Walker, pp. 482-502, 515-522, 550-564 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1118105&include_contexts=course_1132310)


12am


Matching Quiz: Federal Tax and Spending Power Cases (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1132310/assignments/3950741)


due by


11:59pm


Module Quiz: Federal Powers to Tax and Spend (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1132310


/assignments/3950720)


due by


11:59pm


Tax Terminology Word Search (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1132310/assignments/3950756) due by


11:59pm


Sun Nov 8, 2015 Read Epstein & Walker, pp. 503-515, 522-549 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1118104&include_contexts=course_1132310)


12am


Matching Quiz: State Power to Tax and Regulate Cases (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1132310/assignments/3954831)


due by


11:59pm


Module Quiz: State Powers to Regulate Commerce, Tax, and Spend (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/courses/1132310/assignments/3950730)


due by


11:59pm


State Power: Pick True or False (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1132310/assignments/3950754) due by


11:59pm


Mon Nov 9, 2015 Simulation 2: Groups Assigned (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1118094&


include_contexts=course_1132310)


12am


Simulation 2: Meet Your New Group & Plan Ahead (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1132310


/assignments/3960461)


due by


11:59pm
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Date Details


Tue Nov 10, 2015 Simulation 2: Hypothetical Released via Announcement (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1118092&include_contexts=course_1132310)


12am


Thu Nov 12, 2015 Simulation 2: Post Your Own Memo. & Discuss Case (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1132310/assignments/3950731)


due by


11:59pm


Sun Nov 15, 2015 Simulation 2: Upload Your Group's Opinion(s) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1132310


/assignments/3950747)


due by


11:59pm


Sun Nov 22, 2015 Read Epstein & Walker, pp. 567-605 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1118103&


include_contexts=course_1132310)


12am


Contract Clause: Pick True or False (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1132310/assignments


/3950755)


due by


11:59pm


Matching Quiz: Contract Clause Cases (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1132310/assignments


/3950743)


due by


11:59pm


Module Quiz: The Contract Clause (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1132310/assignments


/3950727)


due by


11:59pm


Sun Nov 29, 2015 Read Epstein & Walker, pp. 606-662 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1118102&


include_contexts=course_1132310)


12am


Matching Quiz: Economic Substantive Due Process Cases (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1132310/assignments/3950744)


due by


11:59pm


Module Quiz: Economic Substantive Due Process (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1132310


/assignments/3950728)


due by


11:59pm


Who Prevailed: Government or Business? (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1132310


/assignments/3950760)


due by


11:59pm


Sun Dec 6, 2015 Read Epstein & Walker, pp. 663-696 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1118101&


include_contexts=course_1132310)


12am


Matching Quiz: Takings Clause Cases (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1132310/assignments


/3950745)


due by


11:59pm


Module Quiz: The Takings Clause (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1132310/assignments


/3950729)


due by


11:59pm


Who Prevailed: Government or Property Owner? Pick One (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1132310/assignments/3950761)


due by


11:59pm


Sun Dec 13, 2015 POS 4603 Final Exam, Fall 2015 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1132310/assignments


/3950723)


due by


11:59pm
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Syllabus 
INR 2002, Section 1 


 


Fall 2015 
   
 
 


Professor Information 
 


Professor Mark Schafer 


   Office 314 Howard Phillips Hall 


Office Hours 
Tuesdays and Thursdays 10:15 to 11:15                 
Thursdays 1:15 to 3:15 


 Phone  (407) 823-3328 


 


Course Information 
 
 


Course Name International Relations – Theory and Practice 
 


Course ID & Section  INR 2002 – 1 
 


Credit Hours 3 
 


Semester/Year Fall 2015 
 
 
 


Course Description 
 


UCF Catalog Description:  Analysis of the fundamental principles and factors 
affecting interstate relations and their application to contemporary global 
developments. 


 
Course Overview : This course is designed to introduce you to the theories and 
practices of global politics. The course deals with two primary dimensions of 
international politics. The first covers the important theories and concepts of 
international relations. This will be covered primarily in class lectures and 
discussions.  You may wish to supplement this with optional textbook readings in 
Dynamics of International Relations, 2004, by Walter C. Clemens; Rowman & 
Littlefield Publishers.  But please note that this book is optional. The only 
required book for this course is a novel by Isaac Asimov called Foundation.  This 
novel deals fictitiously with many issues pertaining to international relations in 
general and will be the basis for some provocative discussion throughout the 
semester. Both books should be available at the UCF Bookstore (and perhaps 
elsewhere in town). 







 The second primary dimension of the class deals with current issues, 
practices and problems in today’s international setting. In order to accomplish 
this you are required to read international news stories available for free by way 
of yahoo.com, which I’ll show you in class early in the semester.  Pay particular 
attention to international and global happenings such as events in Egypt, Iraq, 
Afghanistan, Russia, the European Union, Africa, the Middle East, global trade 
and economic issues, and others as they emerge. Note that you must read these 
stories before class each day. We will spend a portion of class time each week 
discussing current international topics and how those topics fit into the theories 
we have studied and discussed in class. In addition to reading stories at 
yahoo.com, you can get supplemental international other news sources such as 
the following (but remember that the yahoo.com stories are required): 


1. Listen to National Public Radio (NPR) news programs (particularly All 
Things Considered in the late afternoon and Morning Edition in the morning). 


NPR can be found on the FM dial at 90.7 and is an excellent source of interesting 
and in-depth international news. 


2. Read the international news stories in major magazines such as Time, 
the Economist or Newsweek. 


3. Watch national news on television and pay particular attention to the 
international news stories. 


 


Course Objectives 
 


 Increased knowledge of international relations theories and practices. 
 Improved academic skills in the following areas: reading, writing, 


communicating, and particular thinking critically. 
 


Required Readings 
 


 Foundation by Isaac Asimov 


 International stories at yahoo.com 
 


Optional/Supplemental Text 
 


 Dynamics of International Relations, 2004, by Walter C. Clemens; Rowman 


& Littlefield Publishers 
 


Course Requirements 
 


Assignment Date Percent of Final Grade 


First Exam September 24 25 


Second Exam October 29 25 


Final Exam Thurs. Dec. 10, 7-8am 30 


First Short Paper October 8 10 


Second Short Paper  November 12 10 







 


Exams generally will be multiple choice questions and medium-length essay 
questions. 


 
Optional Discussion Participation and Bonus Grade 


 
You may also receive an additional bonus to your overall grade, up to 5%, based on 


your participation in class discussions (see note below). 
 


Class discussion is a central component of this class. Students should come to class 
prepared to discuss the assigned readings and current international events. Class 


participation can take several forms such as commenting on a topic or asking or 


answering a question. Based on participation in class discussions, students may earn 


up to 5% bonus added to their final score in the course.  Here’s the system I use to 


keep track of class participation: any time you contribute to class discussion, write 


down a brief version of what you said on a piece of paper with your name on it and 


turn it in to me after class. That allows me to keep track of how often everyone 


participates in class.  I may also occasionally give pop quizzes or in-class assignments 


that will count toward your participation bonus, but the majority of the bonus will 


come from actually participating in class discussion. 


 
Missed Assignments/Make-Ups 


 
Papers and assignments must be completed on time. Exams and quizzes may 
not be rescheduled or postponed. Exceptions will be allowed only under 
extreme, documented circumstances.  Under such circumstances, you are 
required to notify me (or, if I am unavailable, the Department of Political Science) 
prior to the date or as soon as possible if prior notice is impossible. 


 


Late papers are generally not accepted.  If I accept a late paper because of 
circumstances, I will make substantial reductions in the paper grade for every 
day it is late, up to a maximum of 75% reduction. 


 


Evaluation and Grading 
 


Final Percent for Course Grade 


90% - 100% A 


80% - 89.99% B 


70% - 79.99% C 


60% - 69.99% D 


Below 60% F 







Academic Honesty 
 
As reflected in the UCF creed, integrity and scholarship are core values that 
should guide our conduct and decisions as members of the UCF community. 
Plagiarism and cheating contradict these values, and so are very serious 
academic offenses. Penalties can include a failing grade in an assignment or in 
the course, or suspension or expulsion from the university.  All work you submit 
must be your own scholarly and creative effort.  UCF’s Golden Rule defines 
plagiarism as follows: whereby another’s work is used or appropriated 
without any indication of the source, thereby attempting to convey the 
impression that such work is the student’s own. I may require an electronic 
version of any paper submitted for this class. 


 


Disability Statement 
 
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable 
accommodations for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus can be made 
available in alternate formats upon request. Students with disabilities who need 
accommodations in this course must register with Student Disability Services, 
Ferrell Commons Room 132, phone (407) 823-2371; TTY/TDD-only phone (407) 
823-2116. 


 


Third-party Notes 
 
Third parties may be selling class notes and other materials from this class 
without my authorization. Please be aware that such class materials may contain 
errors, which could affect your performance or grade. Use these materials at your 
own risk. 


 


Copyright 
 
This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video 
clips, images, text materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the 
Fair Use doctrine in order to enhance the learning environment. Please do not 
copy, duplicate, download or distribute these items. The use of these materials is 
strictly reserved for this online classroom environment and your use only. All 
copyright materials are credited to the copyright holder. 







Course Calendar 
 
(Note: The following calendar is organized into one or two week segments. There may be 


some minor deviations from this schedule depending on a variety of scheduling factors.) 


 
August 24: Course introduction and overview; global geography. 


 
September 1: Realism, Idealism, and Interdependence: Core Theories of International 


Relations. 


* Read Part I in Foundation. 


* Optional readings: Introduction and Chapter 1 in Dynamics of International Relations. 


 
September 8:  Foundations of the “Nation-State” System. 


*Optional readings: Chapters 2 and 8 in Dynamics of International Relations. 


 
September 15: International Organizations. 


*Read: Part II in Foundation. 


*Optional reading: Chapter 14 in Dynamics of International Relations 


 


September 22: Catch up and review. 


 


** First Exam September 24** 
 
September 29:  Foreign Policy Decision Making and the Levels of Analysis. 


*Read Chapters 1 and 2 in Part III of Foundation. 


*Optional reading: Chapter 3 in Dynamics of International Relations. 


 
October 6: Power, Conflict, and War, Part I. 


  *Optional readings: Chapters 4 and 5 in Dynamics of International Relations 
 


** First Short Paper Due October 8** 
 
October 13: Power, Conflict, and War, Part II 


*Read the rest of Part III in Foundation. 
 
October 20: Arms Control; International Law 
*Optional readings: Chapters 9 and 15 in Dynamics of International Relations. 


 
October 27: Catch up and review. 


 
** Second Exam  October 29** 


 
November 3: International Political Economy: Liberalism, Mercantilism, and Marxism. 
*Optional reading: Chapter 11 in Dynamics of International Relations. 


 


November 10: International Political Economy: Liberalism, Mercantilism, and Marxism, 


continued. 


*Read Part IV in Foundation. 


 
** Second Short Paper Due November 12** 


 







November 17: Development and Underdevelopment 
*Optional reading: Chapter 12 in Dynamics of International Relations. 


 
November 24-December 3: Contemporary Global Issues and Challenges; and review 


for final exam. Read Part V in Foundation. 


*Optional reading: Chapter 13 in Dynamics of International Relations. 


 
** Final Exam –  Thursday December 10, 7:00-8:00 am** 


 


Additional Policies 
 
I welcome and encourage questions, comments and discussion either in or out of the 


classroom.  I love teaching and I love what I teach, so remember my door is open! 


 
I cannot respond to grade inquiries by email. 


 
Laptops are not permitted in this class once the class period has started. 


 
Cell phones, pagers, and other such things that might go off and make noise are not 


permitted in class. 








 


 
INR 3930H: Global Perspectives on Terrorism 


Department of Political Science 
College of Sciences, University of Central Florida 


 
COURSE SYLLABUS 


 
    
Instructor:  Ted Reynolds  Term:  Fall 2015 
Office:  PH 206B Class Meeting Days:  Tuesday/Thursday 
Phone:  407-823-2608 Class Meeting Hours:  3-4:15pm 
E-Mail:  teddy.reynolds@ucf.edu Class Location:  VAB-0113 
Office Hours: Wednesday 3-5pm or by appointment   
 
 
 
Introduction 
Terrorism has existed in society for millennia and has been called one of the world's oldest  
“professions.”  Although terrorism has had an international component, it has often been national or 
regional in scope and linked to specific groups with motivations that included a specific ideology, 
economics, or religion. Many of those organizations no longer exist, but terrorists in the 21st century, 
whose objectives can at times be unclear, have moved in a truly global direction. Taking advantage of 
advances in globalization, modern terrorists make effective use of communications, technology, and 
travel toward the goal of creating a global network of affiliates committed to a common cause. They 
mount well-coordinated, high-profile attacks that may involve different organizations. This course 
approaches terrorism as a global challenge, delving into and understanding terrorists' reasons for 
being/acting and considering the effectiveness of various counterterrorism policies. 


 
 


Course requirements: 
 
This course will feature a combination of lectures and discussions, with an emphasis on interactive 
learning. Presentation material – including talks by guest speakers, public forums and other special 
programs (when available) – will often not be found in reading assignments. Students will be expected 
to prepare for class discussions by completing the reading assignments and staying informed about 
current developments as they pertain to terrorism/counter terrorism.   
 
Students will be responsible for a research project consisting of a paper/case study (12-15 pages double 
spaced).   
 
 
 
 
 







 


 
Required Texts and Materials 
Mohsin Hamid. 2008. The Reluctant Fundamentalist. Houghton Mifflin Harcourt.  
ISBN: 978-0-15-603402-9 
  
C. Augustus and Gus Martin. 2016. Understanding Terrorism: Challenges, Perspectives, and Issues. 5th 
Edition.  Sage Publications.  ISBN: 978-1-4833-7898-5 


William R. Forstchen. 2014.  Dies Irae: Day of Wrath. ISBN: 978-1-62578-154-3 


 
Supplementary (Optional) Texts and Materials: Additional online readings will be provided during 


the term to support discussions. 
 


 Basis for Final Grade 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 
The paper topic will be approved by the instructor  
 
Grade Dissemination: Graded tests and materials in this course will be returned once assessment is 
completed.  


 
Quizzes will be administered in class on the days indicated, focusing on terminology and important 
concepts. 
 
Late Work Policy:  
There are no make-ups for any graded assessments. Papers/exams turned in late will be assessed a 
penalty: a full letter grade (10 points) per day late.  Writing assignments will not be accepted if overdue 
by more than four calendar days.  There are NO makeups on missed quizzes.   
 
Grades of "Incomplete":  
The current university policy concerning incomplete grades will be followed in this course. Incomplete 
grades are given only in situations where unexpected emergencies prevent a student from completing the 
course and the remaining work can be completed the next semester. Your instructor is the final authority 


Grading Scale (%) 


90-100  A 
87 - 89  B+ 
80 - 86  B 
77 - 79  C+ 
70 - 76  C 
67 - 69  D+ 
60 - 66  D 
0 - 59  F 


Assessment 


Percent of 
Final 
Grade 


Class Attend/Part. 20% 
Midterm 20% 
Quizzes 20% 
Paper 20% 
Final Exam 20% 
 100% 







 


on whether you qualify for an incomplete. Incomplete work must be finished by the end of the 
subsequent semester or the “I” will automatically be recorded as an “F” on your transcript. 


 
 
Disability Access:  
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all persons 
with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students with disabilities 
who need accommodations in this course must contact the professor at the beginning of the semester to 
discuss needed accommodations. No accommodations will be provided until the student has met with 
the professor to request accommodations. Students who need accommodations must be registered with 
Student Disability Services, Student Resource Center Room 132, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD 
only phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting accommodations from the professor. 


 
Attendance Policy: Attendance is mandatory and unauthorized or unexcused absences will result in a 
reduction of the final grade. 
 
Professionalism Policy:  
Per university policy and classroom etiquette; mobile phones, iPods, etc. must be silenced during all 
classroom and lab lectures. Those not heeding this rule will be asked to leave the classroom/lab 
immediately so as to not disrupt the learning environment. Please arrive on time for all class meetings. 
Students who habitually disturb the class by talking, arriving late, etc., and have been warned will be 
removed from the class and may suffer a reduction in their final class grade.  


 
Academic Conduct Policy:  
Academic dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated. If you are uncertain as to what constitutes 
academic dishonesty, please consult The Golden Rule, the University of Central Florida's Student 
Handbook (http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/) for further details.  As in all University courses, The 
Golden Rule Rules of Conduct will be applied.  Violations of these rules will result in a record of the 
infraction being placed in your file and receiving a zero on the work in question AT A MINIMUM.  At 
the instructor’s discretion, you may also receive a failing grade for the course.  Confirmation of such 
incidents can also result in expulsion from the University 


 
 
University Writing Center:  
The University Writing Center (UWC) is a free resource for UCF undergraduates and graduates. At the 
UWC, a trained writing consultant will work individually with you on anything you're writing (in or out 
of class), at any point in the writing process from brainstorming to editing. Appointments are 
recommended, but not required. For more information or to make an appointment, visit the UWC 
website at http://www.uwc.ucf.edu, stop by MOD 608, or call 407.823.2197. 
 
 
 







 


Schedule: 
Date Readings/Topic for Tuesday Date Readings/Topic for Thursday 


 
8/25 Review syllabus / Questions  


8/27 
Martin: Chapter 1 


Introduction to Terrorism 
 


9/1 
 


Martin: Chapters 2&3 
Terrorism & Root Causes 


 
9/3 


 
No Class 


Football Game 
 


9/8 
 


Hamid: First half 
 


9/10 
 


Complete: Hamid 
 


9/15 
Quiz 


Martin: Chapter 4 
State terrorism 


 
9/17 


 
Martin: Chapter 4 


State sponsored terrorism  
 


9/22 
 


Martin: Chapter 5 
Organic Terrorism 


 
9/24 


 
Martin: Chapter 6 


Religious Terrorism 
 


9/29 
 


 Martin: Chapter 7  
Ideological terrorism 


 
10/1 


Quiz 
Martin: Chapter 8 


International terrorism  
 


10/6 
 


Martin: Chapter 8 (cont) 
International terrorism 


 
10/8 


 
Martin: Chapter 9 
Emerging Threats 


 
10/13 


 
Emerging threats in context 


 
10/15 


Review 
RECEIVE MIDTERM EXAM 


 
10/20 


 
Film-TBA 


 
10/22 


Discussion 
TURN IN MIDTERM EXAM 


 
10/27 


Martin: Chapter 10 
Tactics and targets 


 
10/29 


Martin: Chapter 11 
The role of media 


 
11/3 


 
Forstchen:Chapters 1-7 


 
11/5 


Quiz 
Forstchen: Chapters 8-14 


 
11/10 


 
Martin: Chapter-12 


US Terrorism 


 
11/12 


 
Martin: Chapter-13 


Countering Terrorism 
 


11/17 
 


Martin: Chapter 14 
Terrorism/Homeland Security 


 
11/19 


 
No Class – Football Game 


 
11/24 


Quiz 
Martin: Chapter 15 


The future of Terrorism 


 
11/26 


No Class 
Happy Thanksgiving 


 
12/1 


Discussion of Final Papers 
Review 


 
12/3 


Turn in Final Papers 
RECEIVE FINAL EXAM 


  12/10 Turn in Final Exam at 1pm 
* Note: The Schedule is subject to revision 





		Required Texts and Materials

		Supplementary (Optional) Texts and Materials: Additional online readings will be provided during the term to support discussions.

		Basis for Final Grade

		Schedule:































UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL FLORIDA 
COLLEGE OF SCIENCES 


DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE  
(AUGUST 15, 2015) 


 
POS 3703.0006 - SCOPE & METHODS OF POLITICAL SCIENCE (Credit: 3 Units) 


Tu/Th 9:00AM - 10:15AM HPH 310 
 
 


Instructor Dr. Kyungkook Kang  (pronounce Key-young-cook or K3) 
Office 302J Phillips Hall 
Office hours Tuesday/Thursday 10:20AM –11:50AM, or by appointment 


All office hours are first come, first served 
Main office phone 407-823-5082 
Instructor E-Mail Kyungkook.Kang@ucf.edu 
Correspondence  The best way of all correspondence with me will be via Canvas of 


Webcourses@UCF instead of regular email account, which can lead 
to delayed feedback. Please use Inbox, which is the global 
communication function in Canvas. I will normally respond within 
two business days. 
If you send a message to my UCF email address, I will make my 
reply only to the emails sent from your UCF Knights Email account 
(No Gmail, Hotmail, Yahoo Mail, etc. please).  


Required Textbooks Philip Pollock, The Essentials of Political Analysis, 4th Edition 
Philip Pollock, A Stata Companion to Political Analysis, 2nd Edition 


 
 


IMPORTANT!!! - NEW POLICY REGARDING YOUR FINANCIAL AID 


As of the Fall 2015, all faculty members are required to document students' academic activity at 
the beginning of each course.  In order to receive the earliest financial aid disbursement, you 
MUST complete the non-credit assignment of syllabus quiz (can be found in Quizzes on 
webcourse@UCF) during the first week of class. Failure to do so may result in a delay in the 
disbursement of your financial aid. 


 


COURSE DESCRIPTION  


WELCOME!  In this course, we will explore the mechanics of analytical research design and 
methodology in contemporary political science. Particularly, we will focus on the issues of 
measurement, research design and empirical analysis. We will also evaluate what are the 
acceptable and valid means to accumulate our findings and knowledge in the scientifically testable 
forms. The students will gain experience and understanding of data analysis with STATA 
computing package.  
 
 







COURSE GOALS 


Specifically, you will be introduced to the process of developing testable and falsifiable theories 
and hypotheses, aided by statistical analysis software. I have four goals for the course:  
 


a) That each student come to understand how to ask important and answerable 
questions in political science;  


b) That each student be able to move from a question to a testable hypothesis;  
c) That each student have a basic understanding of a variety of alternative strategies for 


testing that hypothesis and whether one is better suited to a question than another;  
d) That each student be able to use these designs with computational skills effectively.   


 


COURSE DESIGN  


The techniques of analytical research methods are imparted principally through taking classes and 
doing problem sets, rather than independent reading. Therefore, we believe that a student who 
has performed well in the classes will be well-prepared for the exam. The exams and assignments 
will consist of required questions which test the material of texts and lecture notes. 


Our classes combines an examination of fundamental concepts and techniques of political 
science research with hands-on practical work applying those concepts and techniques. It is 
therefore essential for students to regularly attend the class and to read and carefully consider the 
required materials before the class. To complete the take-home assignments, you must use the 
HPH 310 computer lab computer OR purchase the software and install it on your own PC or 
laptop. We will be using STATA in this course. I assume that you have no prior experience with 
this software.  


You can purchase Stata at:  


HTTPS://WWW.STATA.COM/ORDER/NEW/EDU/GRADPLANS/CAMPUS-GRADPLAN/ 
The recommended version is Stata/IC 14 (Intercooled, the base model). 
 


ATTENDANCE 


Attendance is required. Regular attendance is crucial to being successful in this course. The 
material covered in this course is inherently cumulative. If you do not keep up, you will quickly 
find yourself too far behind to catch up. 
 
You should arrive to class on time: it will start promptly at its assigned time. Do not leave early. 
Late arrivals and early departures may count as absences. 
 
 
MAKE-UP EXAM & ASSIGNMENT POLICY  


Make-up exams and assignments will be granted only in the case of an emergency (only for 
documented reasons) and/or a university documented absence. I always investigate the claims 
and make sure the documents are authentic.  If such documentation is provided, it is up to the 







instructor’s discretion to grant a make-up exam or to excuse the student from taking the exam 
without penalty. All make-ups are given on the last week of the semester. No extra credit 
expected. If exam or assignment dates conflict with a religious holiday, please notify the 
instructor about this at the beginning of the class. I will seek to accommodate you. 
 
 


REQUIREMENTS  


Your course grade will be based on three components:  
 
 Attendance & Participation. 10 percent. Attendance is required. This course will move 


fast; you will become confused if you do not attend regularly. Late arrivals and early 
departures may count as absences. The frequency and quality of individual attendance will 
be carefully recorded and reflected in the final grades.  
The Webcourses site of Canvas has a discussion board. This board provides an 
opportunity to post questions regarding the course material and/or computing. In 
addition to precepts and office hours, please use this board on the course website when 
asking questions about lectures, problem sets, and other course materials. This will allow 
students to see other students’ questions and learn from them. I will regularly check the 
board and answer questions posted, although everyone else is also encouraged to 
contribute to the discussion. A student’s respectful and constructive participation on the 
forum will count toward his/her class participation grade. Do not email your questions 
directly to me unless they are of personal nature — I will not answer them! 
 


 Two Take-Home Assignments. 40 percent. You will be given two regular assignments 
during the term. The homework assignments will include a number of theoretical 
questions as well as statistical computing exercises using STATA.  Each student is to 
attempt all problems individually before the assigned date. The penalty for submitting a 
lab assignment late is 10 points (one letter grade approximately) for each calendar day of 
lateness. I encourage you to work together on all homework assignments, but your final 
product must be your own. 
 


 Two In-Class “Open-book” Exams 50 percent. You will be given two In-Class 
midterm and final exams covering the topics discussed in class. You are allowed to take 
your notes and textbooks into the exam situation. The exams are likely to reflect the 
homework assignments closely although you are not asked to run STATA program 
yourself during the exams – I will provide the results of STATA analysis and ask you to 
interpret them with statistical inference. The final would be a unit-exam that includes only 
material since the midterm exam.   
 
 
 
 







UCF DISABILITY STATEMENT 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all 
persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students 
with disabilities who need accommodations in this course must contact the professor at the 
beginning of the semester to discuss needed accommodations. No accommodations will be 
provided until the student has met with the professor to request accommodations. Students who 
need accommodations must be registered with Student Disability Services, Student Resource 
Center, Room 132, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before 
requesting accommodations from the professor. 


 


UCF RULES OF ACADEMIC CONDUCT 


As reflected in the UCF creed, integrity and scholarship are core values that should guide our 
conduct and decisions as members of the UCF community. Plagiarism and cheating are very 
serious academic offenses. Please refer to the University’s Rules of Conduct (available at: 
http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu) for more information on these issues. Failure to comply with 
university rules may subject violator(s) to appropriate action by university authorities and/or 
appropriate civil authorities. The penalty for students who plagiarize or cheat on an exam or an 
assignment will include a grade of F on that exam or assignment. 


 


PROFESSIONALISM POLICY  


Per university policy and classroom etiquette; mobile phones, iPods, etc. must be silenced during 
all classroom and lab lectures. Those not heeding this rule will be asked to leave the 
classroom/lab immediately so as to not disrupt the learning environment. Please arrive on time 
for all class meetings. Students who habitually disturb the class by talking, arriving late, etc., and 
have been warned may suffer a reduction in their final class grade (NO POINTS IN 
ATTENDANCE, SERIOUSLY!). 


 


UNIVERSITY WRITING CENTER 


The University Writing Center (UWC) is a free resource for UCF undergraduates and graduates. 
At the UWC, a trained writing consultant will work individually with you on anything you're 
writing (in or out of class), at any point in the writing process from brainstorming to editing. 
Appointments are recommended, but not required. For more information or to make an 
appointment, visit the UWC website at http://www.uwc.ucf.edu, stop by MOD 608, or call 
407.823.2197. 


 


 


 







GRADING  


Graded tests and materials in this course will be returned individually only by request. You can 
access your scores at any time using the Grade Book function of Webcourses. Please note that 
scores returned mid-semester are unofficial grades. Your course grade will be determined by the 
following numeric scale: 


 


Course Points 
Average 


Letter Grade 


94-100  A 
90-93  A- 
87-89  B+ 
83-86  B 
80-82  B- 
77-79  C+ 
73-76  C 
70-72  C - 
67-69  D+ 
63-66  D 
60-62  D- 
0 – 59  F 


 


 


 


IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 


Drop/Swap Deadline: Thursday, Aug 27, 2015 


Grade Forgiveness Deadline: Monday, Nov 2, 2015 


Withdrawal Deadline: Monday, Nov 2, 2015 


Thanksgiving (No Class): Thursday, Nov 26, 2015 


Study Day (No Class): Tuesday, Dec 8, 2015 


Final Exam: Thursday, Dec 10, 2015, 7:00AM. (see also http://registrar.ucf.edu/exam/2015/fall) 


Grade Due in myUCF (Faculty): Friday, Dec 18, 2015 


Grade Available on myUCF: Monday, 21, 2015 


 


 


 


 







TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE  


Week and Date Topic Essentials Stata 
1st Week (Aug 25, 27) Course Introduction, Concepts 


and measurement I 
Ch1  
 


Getting 
Started  


2nd Week (Sep 1, 3) Concepts and measurement II 
 


Ch1  Ch1, Ch2  


3rd Week (Sep 8, 10) Measuring and describing 
variables  


Ch2  Ch1, Ch2  
 


4th Week (Sep 15, 17) Explanations, hypotheses, 
comparisons I 


Ch3  
 


Ch3, Ch4  
 


5th Week (Sep 22, 24) Explanations, hypotheses, 
comparisons II 


Ch3  
 


Ch3, Ch4  
 


6th Week (Sep 29, Oct 1) Research design I 
 


Ch4   


7th Week (Oct 6, 8) Research design II 
 


Ch4   


8th Week (Oct 13, 15) In-Class Midterm Exam & 
Review 


Exam on Tuesday 
9:00AM in class 


9th Week (Oct 20, 22) Controlled comparisons I 
 


Ch5  Ch5  


10th Week (Oct 27, 29) Controlled comparisons II 
 


Ch5  Ch5  


11th Week (Nov 3, Nov 5) Inference and measures of 
association I 


Ch6, Ch7  
 


Ch6, Ch7  
 


12th Week (Nov 10, 12) Inference and measures of 
association II  


Ch6, Ch7  
 


Ch6, Ch7  
 


13th Week (Nov 24) Regression analysis I 
 


Ch8 Ch8 


14th Week (Dec 1, 3) Regression analysis II 
 


Ch8  Ch8 


15th Week (Dec 10) In-Class Final Exam Exam on Thusday 7:00 
AM in class 


 


 


*** Note: The content of syllabus and course schedule are subject to change and update 
at the instructor’s discretion if necessary.  


Changes to the syllabus, if any, will be announced in class and the updated syllabus will 
be posted on Canvas.  


Students are responsible for any changes in syllabus/schedule which are announced in 
class. 








                                                             
University of Central Florida 


 


Comparative Politics 
 


 


Course # CPO 3103 Section 0050 
Professor Dr. Anca Turcu 


Term Fall 2015 


Class 
Meets 


UCF Valencia West Campus 
Building 11, Room:  317 
Wednesday 6:00-8:50 PM 


 
Professor’s Contact Information 


Office Phone 407 823 2608 
Office Location UCF Valencia West Building 11, Room 227 
Email Address Anca.Turcu@ucf.edu 


Office Hours Wednesday 4:00- 6:00PM or by appointment 


Other 
Information 


I encourage students to contact me if they have questions, 
problems, or concerns. You can contact me by official university 
e-mail. You can also call my office or contact me in person during 
office hours. If office hours are in conflict with your schedule, I am 
available for appointments during the week. 


  
 


General Course Information 


Course 
Description 


This class will explore the government and politics of a number of 
countries around the Globe while providing a comparative insight 
into the institutions, electoral systems and processes that are 
specific to their governments. We will also examine historical 
contexts, political culture, social realities and policy outcomes 
specific to each country. 


Learning 
Objectives 


On completing this course students will be able to: 
1. describe and analyze differences between the institutions 


and governmental systems of different countries  
2. discuss the implications of different electoral systems for 


institutional change  
3. comprehend traits of political culture and current 


developments in different countries 



mailto:Anca.Turcu@ucf.edu





4. analyze the impact of institutions and government policies 
upon the democratization process in each country 


Required Texts 
& Materials 


Required Text 
It is imperative that students use the edition indicated below. All 
assigned articles and chapters have to be read prior to coming to 
class. 
 
Essentials of Comparative Politics by Patrick O’Neil  
ISBN-13: 978-0393938975  ISBN-
10: 0393938972  Edition: Fifth Edition, 2015 
AND 
Cases in Comparative Politics by Patrick O’Neil 
ISBN-13: 978-0393937541  ISBN-
10: 0393937542  Edition: Fifth Edition 
 


Canvas Canvas will be used to send e-mails, post the syllabus, post 
announcements, host a discussion forum and post grades. 


  
 


   Academic Calendar 
Date Topics  Assignments 


 
Intro Week  


(08/26) 
Introduction: The 
Comparative Study 
of Politics 


Syllabus 
O'Neil "Essentials...": Ch.1 
O'Neil "Cases...": Ch.1 


Week 1 
(09/02) 


The State and the 
Nation 


O'Neil "Essentials...": Ch.2 & 3 


Week 2 
(09/09) 


Political Economy 
and Ideology  


O'Neil "Essentials...": Ch.4 & 9 


Week 3 
(09/16) 


Democracy: 
Institutions and 
Electoral Systems 


O'Neil "Essentials..." Ch. 5 


Week 4 
(09/23) 


Exam 1  


Week 5 
(09/30) 


Democratic and 
Non-democratic 
Regimes 


O'Neil "Essentials...": Ch.6 & 8 


Week 6 
(10/07) 


The United 
Kingdom  


O'Neil "Cases...": Ch.2 


Week 7 
(10/14) 


France  O'Neil "Cases...": Ch.4  


Week 8 
(10/21) 


Germany O'Neil "Cases...": Ch.5 


Week 9 
(10/28) 


Exam 2  


Week 10 Japan O'Neil "Cases...": Ch.6 







(11/04) 
Week 11 


(11/11) 
No Class Veterans’ Day 


Week 12 
(11/18) 


Russia O'Neil "Cases...": Ch. 7 


Week 13 
(11/25) 


China O'Neil "Cases...": Ch. 8 


Week 14 
(12/02) 


Exam 3  


(12/09) Final Exam Important: the final exam starts at 7:00 
PM 


 
Course Policies 
 


Grading  
Criteria 


Please note that grades will not be shared through phone, e-mail or mail. You will 
have to log on to Canvas in order to find out your grades. 
Three exams will make up 100% of your final grade.  
 
Exams  
There will be four exams in this class. Three exams are compulsory. If you do not 
take one of the three exams during the semester, the final exam will be 
compulsory. If you take the three exams during the semester and you are satisfied 
with your grade, you can choose not to take the final. If you take three exams and 
also decide to take the final, your lowest scoring exam will be replaced with the 
grade you receive for the final exam. There will be no exceptions: even if your 
grade in the final is lower than the grade you were seeking to replace, the grade 
in the final will be the one I will take into account in calculating your final grade. 
Please note that the final exam is comprehensive. Also note that once you sit for 
an exam you will receive a grade for that exam. Exam #1 will constitute 30% of 
your final grade, while exams #2 and #3 will each constitute 35% of your final 
grade. The value of the final exam will be assigned in accordance to the exam 
you missed during the semester. Bring picture identification to each exam.  
 
Exam Schedule 
September 23rd       Exam 1 
October 28th           Exam 2 
December 2nd          Exam 3 
TBA                        Final Exam 
 
 
Grading Formula 
(exam1 *.3)+ (exam2*.35) +(exam3*.35)= final grade 
 
Grading Scale 
A (93- 100%), A-(90-92%), B+ (87-89%), B (83-86%), B- (80-82%), C+ (77-
79%), C (73-76%), C- (70-72%), D+ (67-69%), D (63-66%), D- (60-62%), F 
(Below 60%). 







Make-up 
Exams 


Exams are scheduled well in advance so that you can plan around these dates. 
No one may make up a test or turn in a project late at will. There are two 
exceptions.  
First, for personal emergencies (a death in the family, medical problems), 
students should obtain a note from their physician. 
Second, for students with extra-curricular activities that conflict exam dates, 
arrangements for an alternate test date must be made at least a week in advance 
of the scheduled test. Students must provide verification of the activity in order 
to be eligible for an alternate test date. I do not accept notification after the test. 


Extra Credit 
For now, there are no extra credit opportunities offered in this class. The 
instructor may modify this policy during the semester and will announce the 
change in a timely manner. 


Federal 
Financial Aid 
Requirement 


UCF must comply with a federal financial aid regulation that states that in order 
to receive federal aid, students must be actively academically engaged 
(according to a federal definition) in each course in which they are enrolled. All 
faculty are required to document students' academic activity at the beginning of 
each course. Without verification of this engagement, students will not receive 
their aid. 


In order to document that you began this course, you will have to submit the 
student introduction, opened under "discussions". Make sure you do so by no 
later than January 16th. Failure to do so may result in a delay in the 
disbursement of your financial aid, or will mean that you will not receive your 
aid. A bonus for completing the student introduction post is the fact that you 
will receive 2 points extra credit added to your grade for the first quiz of the 
semester. 


 


Media 
Resources 


In order to do well in this and any Political Science class, students should have a 
good awareness and a good understanding of current events. I encourage 
students to keep informed through accessing visual, print and web media. Some 
credible and reliable news outlets include, among others: BBC World, the New 
York Times, The Washington Post, CNN, The National Public Radio, Financial 
Times, The Economist, The Atlantic Monthly, Time Magazine and Newsweek. 


Class 
Attendance 


Attendance is required. Lectures cover material that you will not be able to find 
in the book. I will not provide notes for students missing class.  


 
Classroom 


Citizenship 


Besides interactive participation, I expect discipline in the class room. Be 
courteous to others, be on time and do not leave early, unless there is a pertinent 
reason and you have notified me. Do not eat, text or talk to your colleagues during 
lecture. Part of being a college student is having manners and respecting those 
around you.  
Turn off your cell phones and store them away in your book bag, for the 
duration of the class.  Set your laptop’s volume on mute. Laptop users: make 
sure you are using your laptop exclusively for taking notes while in class. 
Laptop usage is a privilege and I reserve the right to revoke it at any time during 
the semester if you do not follow these rules. 


Academic 
Integrity 


Students must demonstrate a high level of responsibility and academic honesty.  
Because the value of an academic degree depends upon the absolute integrity of 
the work done by the student for that degree, it is imperative that a student 
demonstrate a high standard of individual honor in his or her scholastic work. 







Scholastic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, statements, acts or 
omissions related to applications for enrollment or the award of a degree, and/or 
the submission as one’s own work or material that is not one’s own.  As a 
general rule, scholastic dishonesty involves one of the following acts:  cheating, 
plagiarism, collusion and/or falsifying academic records.   
If you are not sure what constitutes plagiarism and how to avoid it, take this 
UCF library tutorial: http://infolit.ucf.edu/students/modules/#article116 
Students who cheat, commit plagiarism or engage in any other type of 
dishonest academic behavior will  fail the class, (will receive an F grade) 
and will also be subject to disciplinary proceedings. Please review the 
UCF Golden Rule: http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/ 


Class 
Withdrawal 


The administration of this institution has set deadlines for withdrawal of any 
college-level courses. These dates and times are published in that semester's 
course catalog. Administration procedures must be followed. It is the student's 
responsibility to handle withdrawal requirements from any class. In other 
words, I cannot drop or withdraw any student. You must do the proper 
paperwork to ensure that you will not receive a final grade of " F" in a course if 
you choose not to attend the class once you are enrolled. Procedures regarding 
withdrawal policies can be found here: 
http://www.catalog.sdes.ucf.edu/UCFUGRDCatalog1011.pdf 


Student 
Grievance 


Procedures 


Procedures regarding student grievances can be found  here:  
http://regulations.ucf.edu/~regs/pdf/notices/5.016StuAcademicAppeals_newJul09_001.
pdf  


Incomplete 
Grades 


Procedures regarding withdrawal policies can be found here: 
http://www.catalog.sdes.ucf.edu/UCFUGRDCatalog1011.pdf 


Disability 
Resources 


If you have a disability and require accommodations, please contact the 
instructor early in the semester so that your learning needs may be appropriately 
met. You will also need to contact the Student Disability Services: 
http://www.sds.sdes.ucf.edu/ 


Religious 
Holy Days 


 The University of Central Florida welcomes diversity of religious beliefs and 
practices, recognizing the contributions differing experiences and viewpoints 
can bring to the community. There may be times when an academic or work 
requirement conflicts with religious observances and practices. If that happens, 
students may request reasonable accommodation of their religious practices. In 
all cases, you must put your request in writing and present it to the instructor at 
the beginning of the semester. The instructor or supervisor will review the 
situation in an effort to provide a reasonable accommodation when possible to 
do so without fundamentally altering a course or creating an undue burden for 
the department.  For more details, 
consult: http://regulations.ucf.edu/~regs/pdf/notices/5.020ReligiousObservances
NEW_Oct09_000.pdf 


  
These descriptions and timelines are subject to change at the discretion of the Professor. I will 
provide notification of such changes in a timely manner. 
 
 
 



http://infolit.ucf.edu/students/modules/%23article116

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://regulations.ucf.edu/%7Eregs/pdf/notices/5.020ReligiousObservancesNEW_Oct09_000.pdf

http://regulations.ucf.edu/%7Eregs/pdf/notices/5.020ReligiousObservancesNEW_Oct09_000.pdf
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Syllabus and Schedule 


POS 4622 Politics and Civil Rights 
 


Dr. Terri Susan Fine 
 


Fall 2015 
Section  Location Credit Hours 
0W59 World Wide Web 3 


Instructor Contact 


Instructor  
Dr. Terri Susan Fine 
Professor of Political Science 
Associate Director, Lou Frey Institute of Politics and Government 
Content Specialist, Florida Joint Center for Citizenship 


Office  
Main campus office:  Phillips Hall 302K  
Second office:  Lou Frey Institute  
(Orlando Tech Center, 12443 Research Parkway, 400 Building, Suite 406) 


Office 
Hours  


Tuesday 11:00am-3:00pm (main campus office) and by appointment (main campus or 
second office).   
 
Note:  Appointments are available in the political science department and at the Lou 
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Frey Institute in the Research Park (easy parking and no parking permit needed).  The 
#9 UCF Shuttle will take you to the Lou Frey Institute (Stop #2 —Florida Institute of 
Government stop; the Florida Institute of Government is in the same building as the 
Lou Frey Institute), or we can meet by telephone.  
 
Appointments are readily available and flexible—feel free to meet with me as the 
need arises.   


Phone  407-823-2081 (Political Science Department) 
407-823-3636 (Lou Frey Institute) 


Course Mail Available through the “inbox” function on the course home page (upper right). 
Contacting me through the course insures no SPAM and faster responses.   


Personal  


e-mail 


terri.fine@ucf.edu 
 
Note: E-mail to this personal account is to be used for emergencies only (e.g. if you 
have no Internet access);  
 
All regular communication must go through the course “inbox” function. Non-
emergency e-mail submitted to my personal account will not receive a response.  


Course page http://webcourses.ucf.edu 


 


Course Description 


 The purpose of this course is to introduce you to the politics of the civil rights 
experience in the United States since 1865. The course will focus on African-Americans 
and civil rights issues.  The civil rights experience has been a long and difficult struggle 
in the United States. We will explore the nature of that struggle from several 
perspectives.  
 
 By the end of the course, students will be able to look at citizenship difficulties 
among African-Americans and how various aspects of the U.S. Constitution have 
served to define and redefine the nature and substance of citizenship. We will also 
explore the political nature of judicial decision making in the context of key U.S. 
Supreme Court cases as they apply to African-Americans. We will also examine key 
civil rights legislation and the role that key individuals, institutions and organizations play 
in mobilizing African-Americans to promote civil rights protection. 
 
 Political behavior and opinion will also be examined. We will look at black political 
behavior from the perspectives of voting, interest group mobilization, protest activities 
and opinion formation. The examination of elite black political behavior will address the 
role and impact that public officials play in the policy process in the executive, legislative 
and judicial branches of government. Attention will be given to black legislators and their 
efforts to promote a civil rights agenda while at the same time accommodating a 



mailto:terri.fine@ucf.edu
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predominantly white political environment. We will also look at issues such as reverse 
discrimination, majority-minority districting, and political party and campaign politics. 
 
 The entire course will be couched in the context of the impact of social and 
economic conditions on political issues. To that end, we will explore how African-
Americans and whites differ in their economic and social resources and how those 
differences impact opportunities for securing political power. 
 
Course Texts:  


Black Politics in Conservative America by Marcus Pohlmann, Sloan Educational 
Publishing, ISBN 978-1597380126 
 
The Civil Rights Movement  (Revised Edition) by Bruce Dierenfield, Pearson Longman 
Press, ISBN 978-1405874359  
 
The following U.S. Supreme Court case decisions are available on http://www.oyez.org  
 
Adarand Constructors, Inc. v. Pena (1995) 
Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka, Kansas (1954) 
Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka, Kansas (1955) 
Dred Scott v. Sandford (1856)   
Grutter v. Bollinger (2003) 
Milliken v. Bradley (1974) 
Plessy v. Ferguson (1896) 
Richmond v. J.A. Croson Co. (1989) 
Shaw v. Reno (1993) 
Smith v. Allwright (1944) 
Swann v. Charlotte-Mecklenburg Board of Education (1971) 
Sweatt v. Painter (1950) 
University of California Regents v. Bakke (1978) 
 
Assessment 


Grades will be based on several Internet Learning Modules, discussions, and quizzes.  
The entire course will be conducted on-line; there will be no on-campus meetings.    


Your grade will be determined as follows: 


Internet Learning Modules (8) 250 points each 


Quizzes (11) 
(Note:  The syllabus quiz score is not factored 
into the overall quiz score or the final grade) 


130 points each 



http://www.oyez.org/
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Discussions (6) 100 points each 


 
All assignments are due on the day and time posted; late assignments may be 
submitted with prior arrangement with the instructor and submission of documentation 
explaining why submitting the assignment on time was not possible.  The instructor 
must be notified within 48 hours of the missed assignment (unless doing so is 
impossible and the reason is documented) in order to be eligible to submit that 
assignment late.    


Recorded Final Grades 


This course utilizes plus/minus grading. The recorded final grade will be one of the 
following: A, A-, B+, B, B-, C+, C, C-, D+, D, D-, F. There will be no A+, F+ or F-.  
 
Grade Grade Points Grade Grade Points 
A 4.0 C 2.0 
A- 3.75 C- 1.75 
B+ 3.25 D+ 1.25 
B 3.0 D 1.00 
B- 2.75 D- .75 
C+ 2.25 F 0 


Grading Procedures 


Final grades are based on the overall accumulated points.  Numerical grades compute 
into letter grades as follows: 
 
Letter Grade Accumulated Points 
A 3600 and higher 
A- 3400-3599 
B+ 3300-3399 
B 3200-3299 
B- 3100-3199 
C+ 3000-3199 
C 2900-2999 
C- 2800-2899 
D+ 2700-2799 
D 2600-2699 
D- 2500-2599 
F 2499 and lower 


Assessment Rubric 


Formative Assessment Course Objectives Met 
Internet Learning Analyze how African-Americans experience civil 
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Modules  rights issues in the U.S. governmental context  
 
Critique the role that civil rights issues play in mass-
level participation, elite behavior and public policy 
 
Evaluate how civil rights issues affect and are 
affected by political and electoral institutions. 


Discussions Understand and reflect on how civil rights issues 
affect and are affected by political and electoral 
institutions. 


Quizzes Know how civil rights issues affect and are affected 
by political and electoral institutions. 


The Golden Rule 


Students must follow the University standards for personal and academic conduct as 
outlined in The Golden Rule. Students are apprised when they are accepted at the 
University that they must be aware of and follow these policies of conduct. The Golden 
Rule is on the UCF website.   


Policy on Academic Dishonesty 


Academic dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated. Please make certain that all 
assignments are completed individually and for this class only.  Violations of student 
academic behavior standards are outlined in The Golden Rule, the University of Central 
Florida's Student Handbook.  See http://www.ucf.edu/goldenrule/ for further details. 


 
1. Cheating whereby non-permissible written, visual or oral assistance 
including that obtained from another student is utilized on examinations, 
course assignments or projects. The unauthorized possession or use of 
examination or course related material shall also constitute cheating.  
 
2. Plagiarism whereby another's work is deliberately used or appropriated 
without any indication of the source thereby attempting to convey the 
impression that such work is the student's own. Any student failing to 
properly credit ideas or materials taken from another has plagiarized.  
 
3. A student who has assisted another in any of the aforementioned breach 
of standards shall be considered equally culpable. 


Students with Disabilities 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations 
for all persons with disabilities.  This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon 
request.  Students with disabilities who need accommodations in this course must 
contact the professor at the beginning of the semester to discuss needed 
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accommodations.  No accommodations will be provided until the student has met with 
the professor to request accommodations.  Students who need accommodations must 
be registered with Student Disability Services, Student Resource Center Room 132, 
phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting 
accommodations from the professor. 


 
POS 4622 Politics and Civil Rights 


Fall 2015 Schedule 


Please contact me if you have any concerns about the reading load, tips on 
getting the most from your reading, or the course in general.    


 
MP is Black Politics in Conservative America  
BD is The Civil Rights Movement  
 
Quizzes are generally due on Wednesdays 
Discussions-Initial and Response Postings are generally due on Fridays 
Internet Learning Modules are generally due on Fridays 


 All assignments are due on the day and time posted; late assignments may be 
submitted with prior arrangement with the instructor and submission of documentation 
explaining why submitting the assignment on time was not possible.  The instructor 
must be notified within 48 hours of the missed assignment (unless doing so is 
impossible and the reason is documented) in order to be eligible to submit that 
assignment late.    


Please contact me if you have any problems with the course. Changes in the 
syllabus and/or schedule may be made at any time during the term. A revised syllabus 
may be issued at my discretion. 


 
All assignments (quizzes, modules, discussions) are due at 11pm on their 


assigned days 
    


 
Course 
Week 


 
Assigned Readings 


 
Assignments  


August 24-
August 28 


Course Syllabus 
 


Syllabus Quiz due August 28 11pm 


August 31-
September 4 


MP Chapter 1 MP Quiz 1 due September 2 11pm 


September 7- 
September 
11 


MP Chapter 2 MP Quiz 2 due September 9 11pm 
 
Discussion 1 Initial and Response 
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Postings due September 11 11pm 
September 
14-
September 
18 


MP Chapter 3 
MP Chapter 4 
MP Chapter 5 


MP Quiz 3 due September 16 
11pm 
MP Quiz 4 due September 16 
11pm 
MP Quiz 5 due September 16 
11pm 
 
Discussion 2 Initial and Response 
Postings due September 18 11pm 


September 
21-
September 
25  


No Assigned  
Reading 


Dred Scott Module due September 
25 11pm 


September 
28- 
October 2 


BD  
Chapters 1-4 


BD Chapters 1-4 Quiz due 11pm 
September 30 11pm 
Note:  The entire quiz covers 
chapters 1-4 
 
Equal Protection Clause Module 
due October 2 11pm 


October 5-
October 9 


No Assigned  
Reading 


Brown v. Board of Education 
Module due October 9 11pm 


October 12-
October 16  


No Assigned  
Reading 


Implementing Brown v. Board of 
Education Module due October 16 
11pm 


October 19-
October 23 


BD Chapters 5-10 BD Chapters 5-10 Quiz due 
October 21 11pm 
Note:  The entire quiz covers 
chapters 5-10 
 
Discussion 3 Initial and Response 
Postings due October 23 11pm 


October 26-
October 30 


No Assigned  
Reading 


Non-Violent Social Change Module 
due October 30 11pm 


November 2-
November 6  


No Assigned 
Reading 


Civil Disobedience Module due 
November 6 11pm 


November 9-
November 13 
 
 


BD Chapters 11-13 BD Chapters 11-13 Quiz due 
November 13 11pm 
Note:  The entire quiz covers 
chapters 11-13 
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Discussion 4 Initial and Response 
Postings due November 13 11pm 
 
Note: The university is closed for 
Veterans Day on Wednesday, 
November 11.  Due to the 
university closure, all 
assignments for this week are 
due Friday, November 13.    


November 
16- 
November 20 


MP Chapter 6 
MP Chapter 7 


MP Quiz 6 due November 18 11pm 
MP Quiz 7 due November 18 11pm 
 
Discussion 5 Initial and Response 
Postings due November 20 11pm 
 
Implementing the Civil Rights Act 
Module due November 20 11pm 


November 
23- 
November 27 


No Assigned Reading Enjoy your Thanksgiving Holiday 


November 
30- 
December 4 


MP Chapter 8 MP Quiz 8 due December 2 11pm 
 
Discussion 6 Initial and Response 
Postings due December 4 11pm 


Wednesday 
December 9 


 Congressional Black Caucus 
Module due December 9 11pm 
NOTE THE DAY 
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INR 3016: Department of Political Science 


 COURSE SYLLABUS 


*Course is Online Only* 


Webcourses@UCF will be used as the medium for all aspects of this course. 


   


Welcome! 


I am your instructor Michael Mousseau. I want everyone to succeed in this course. 
Please send me an email or see me if any issue arises. I believe strongly on the value of 
debate and lifelong learning: I can make mistakes and am always open to being 
corrected by students. I embrace challenges and critical thinking, so my quizzes are 
largely short-answer thought questions aimed at assessing your understanding of the 
subject matter, rather than your ability to memorize facts. So be warned: do not take 
this course if you are not prepared to *learn and think*, as no credit is given on my 
quizzes for memorized stocked answers and copy-pasting of content. But if you love 
learning and thinking, my hope is that you will have as much fun in this course as I 
always do. 


University Course Catalog Description. Current global political topics from political 
development and income gap to gender issues and environmental challenges. 


Course Overview. Topics include issues in global development, conflict within and 
between nations, terrorism and anti-Americanism, global warming, issues in Europe, the 
proliferation of nuclear weapons, and human rights. 


Course Objectives. Achieve an accurate and in-depth understanding of global political 
issues. By the end of this course students will be able to think logically and 
knowledgeably regarding global social and economic processes and research and write 
on global political issues.  


Course Prerequisites. POS 2041 (American National Government) or C.I. 


Course Credits. 3 hours. 







   
 
 


Global Political Issues - 2 
 


Required Texts and Materials 


• CQ Researcher Editors. 2014. Global Issues. Congressional Quarterly. 
• Joseph E. Stiglitz. 2007. Making Globalization Work. W. W. Norton & Company. 


 


Office Hours: Tuesdays 2:00 to 3:00 & Wednesdays 11:15 to 2:30. 


 


Evaluation 


• Eight quizzes, one for each module, 80%. 
• Paper, 20% 
• Final exam is optional: you can re-take up to two quizzes. 


 


Course Schedule and Guidelines 


 Modules Dates Deadlines 
% of 


Grade 
Minutes 
of Quiz 


1 The Origins of the Modern World Aug 24 - Sept 1 Tuesday, Sept 1 5% 25 
2 How the World Works Sept 2 - Sept 15 Tuesday, Sept 15 15% 45 
3 Why There are Rich and Poor Sept 16 - Oct 6 Tuesday, Oct 6 18% 60 
4 Why Can't We Solve Climate Change? Oct 7 - Oct 13 Tuesday, Oct 13 5% 25 
5 Big Banks and Corporations Oct 14 - Nov 3 Tuesday, Nov 3 17% 60 
6 The Vexing Middle East Nov 4 - Nov 10 Tuesday, Nov 10 10% 35 
7 Weapons of Mass Destruction Nov 11 - Nov 17 Tuesday, Nov 17 5% 25 
8 Human Rights Under Threat Nov 18 - Nov 24 Tuesday, Nov 24 5% 25 
 Inform Taking of Final Period Nov 25 - Dec 1 Tuesday, Dec 1 - - 
 Paper Due   -   Tuesday, Dec 8 20% - 


 Optional Final   -   Thursday, Dec 10 - - 
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Course Outline 
 


Part I  The Origins of the Modern World 
 


August 24 
–   


Sept 1 


  
Module 1: The Origins of the Modern World 
Instructor’s Presentation. 
Global Issues, chapter 4. 
Instructor’s Sense of the Readings. 
QUIZ #1 open 24 hours September 1. 
If interested in exploring more:  
Adam Watson, The Evolution of International Society: A Comparative 


Historical Analysis (London and New York, Routledge, 1992). 
Especially chapters 13 to 21 on the changes in Europe from the 
medieval period through the nineteenth century.  


 
September 


2 – 15 
 Module 2: How the World Works 
Instructor’s Presentation. 
Ladenburg, “Dargo Doctrine and Roosevelt Corollary” Digital History. 
Instructor’s Sense of the Readings. 
QUIZ #2 open 24 hours September 15. 
If interested in exploring more:  
Benn Steil, The Battle of Bretton Woods: John Maynard Keynes, Harry 


Dexter White, and the Making of a New World Order (Princeton 
University Press, 2013). Narrative describes how the blueprint for the 
post-World War II economic order was drawn. 


Dean Acheson, Present at the Creation: My Years in the State Department 
(W.W. Norton & Co. 1987 [1969]). Memoir covers in detail the goals 
and perspectives of key US foreign policy decisions made at the start 
of the Cold War. 


William Appleman Williams, The Tragedy of American Diplomacy (W. W. 
Norton 2009[1959]). This classic work documents how the core aim of 
US foreign policy is the search for markets. 


Richard H. Immerman, The CIA in Guatemala: The Foreign Policy of 
Intervention (University of Texas Press, 1982). Recounts the American 
backed overthrow of the democratic government of Guatemala in 
1954. 


 







   
 
 


Global Political Issues - 4 
 


Sept 16 
– 


 October 6 


 Module 3: Why Are There Rich and Poor? 
Instructor’s Presentation. 
Global Issues, chapters 7, 8 & 9. 
Stiglitz, Making Globalization Work, chapters 1 - 5. 
Krugman, “What Markets Will,” October 16, 2014. 
Beauchamp, “5 Reasons Why 2013 Was The Best Year In Human History”, 


ThinkProgress, December 11, 2013. 
Krugman, “Putin’s Bubble Bursts”, New York Times, Dec. 18, 2014. 
Burgis, “The Looting Machine, by Tom Burgis,” New York Times Sunday 


Review, March 20, 2015. 
Editorial, “Trade Wars in Congress,” New York Times Sunday Review, May 


12, 2015. 
Appelbaum, "Perils in Trade Deals When Factories Close and Towns 


Struggle”, New York Times, May 17, 2015. 
Instructor’s Sense of the Readings. 
QUIZ #3 open 24 hours October 6. 
If interested in exploring more:  
7-hr PBS documentary: Daniel Yergin, The Prize: The Epic Quest for Oil, 


Money, and Power (Simon and Schuster, 1991). Cited as essential 
background for students of the history of oil. 
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October 
 7 – 13 


 Module 4: Why Can’t We Solve Climate Change? 
Instructor’s Presentation. 
Global Issues, chapters 15 & 16. 
Stiglitz, Making Globalization Work, chapter 6. 
Gillis, “Panel’s Warning on Climate Risk: Worst Is Yet to Come,” New York 


Times, March 31, 2014. 
Gillis, “U.N. Climate Panel Warns Speedier Action Is Needed to Avert 


Disaster,” New York Times, April 13, 2014. 
Krugman, “Salvation Gets Cheap,” New York Times, April 17, 2014. 
Randall, “While You Were Getting Worked Up Over Oil Prices, This Just 


Happened to Solar,” Bloomberg, October 29, 2014. 
Davenport, “Optimism Faces Grave Realities at Climate Talks,” New York 


Times, November 30, 2014. 
Gillis, “New Report Urges Western Governments to Reconsider Reliance 


on Biofuels,” New York Times, January 28, 2015. 
Milbank, “Climate-change Deniers are in Retreat”, The Washington Post, 


April 6, 2015. 
Carrington and Davies, “US Taxpayers Subsidising World's Biggest Fossil 


Fuel Companies,” The Guardian, May 14, 2015. 
Carrington, "Fossil Fuels Subsidised by $10m a Minute, says IMF," The 


Guardian, May 18, 2015. 
QUIZ #4 open 24 hours October 13. 
If interested in exploring more:  
Daniel Yergin, The Quest: Energy, Security, and the Remaking of the Modern 


World (Penguin Press, 2011). This bestselling book by Pulitzer- prize-
winning author Daniel Yergin describes the development of the 
current energy system and the prospects for the future. 
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October 14 
–  


Nov 3 


 Module 5: The Big Banks & Corporations 
Global Issues, chapters 10, 11 & 12. 
Stiglitz, Making Globalization Work, chapters 7 – 10. 
Tavernise, “Tobacco Firms Suing to Keep Markets Open in lDCs”, New 


York Times, December 13, 2013. 
Bernstein, “Dethrone ‘King Dollar’”, New York Times, August 27, 2014. 
Editorial, “U.S. Allies, Lured by China’s Bank,” New York Times, March 20, 


2015. 
Weisman, “At Global Economic Gathering, U.S. Primacy is Seen as Ebbing,” 


New York Times, April 17, 2015. 
Protess and Corkory, "5 Big Banks Expected to Plead Guilty to Felony 


Charges, but Punishments May Be Tempered,” New York Times, May 
14, 2015. 


QUIZ #5 open 24 hours November 3. 
 


November 
4 – 10 


 Module 6: The Vexing Middle East 
Instructor’s Presentation. 
Global Issues, chapters 2, 3, 6 & 14. 
Higgins, “A Norway Town and Its Pipeline to Jihad in Syria,” New York 


Times, April 4, 2015. 
Arango, “Longtime Rivals Look to Team Up to Confront ISIS,” New York 


Times, September 9, 2014. 
Hadid, “Palestinian Leaders See Validation of Their Statehood Effort,” New 


York Times, March 18, 2015. 
Munayyer, “Netanyahu’s Win Is Good for Palestine,” New York Times, 


March 18, 2015. 
Horowitz, “Israel Election Result Complicates Life for Clinton,” New York 


Times, March 19, 2015. 
Horowitz, “Do the Democrats and Israel Have a Future Together,” New 


York Times Magazine, March 20, 2015. 
Mazzetti and Cooper, “Sale of U.S. Arms Fuels the Wars of Arab States,” 


New York Times, April 18, 2015. 
Krauss, “New Balance of Power,” New York Times, April 22, 2015. 
Bernard and Arango, "Using Violence and Persuasion, ISIS Makes Political 


Gains,” New York Times, June 3, 2015. 
“Map Shows World’s Most Racist Countries (and the Answers May 


Surprise you)”, Hugo Gye, The Mail, May 16, 2013. 
Instructor’s Sense of the Readings. 
QUIZ #6 open 24 hours November 10. 
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November 
11 – 17 


 Module 7: Weapons of Mass Destruction 
Instructor’s Presentation. 
Global Issues, chapter 1. 
Hudson, “7 Things North Korea Is Really Good At”, Foreign Policy 


Magazine, April 29, 2013. 
Gordon, “U.S. Delegation Is to Visit Moscow to Review Claims of a Missile 


Violation,” New York Times, September 8, 2014. 
Sanger, “With U.S. Eyes on Iran, North Korea’s Nuclear Arsenal Expanded,” 


New York Times, May 7, 2015. 
Sanger, "Saudi Arabia Promises to Match Iran in Nuclear Capability,” New 


York Times, May 14, 2015. 
Chivers, "12 Years Later, a Mystery of Chemical Exposure in Iraq Clears 


Slightly,” New York Times, May 14, 2015. 
QUIZ #7 open 24 hours November 17. 


 
November 


18 – 24 
 Module 8: Human Rights Under Threat 
Global Issues, chapters 5 & 13. 
Savage, "A Debate Over How Long Democracy Can Wage Battles in 


Shadows,” New York Times, May 15, 2015. 
Sanger, “Fine Line Seen in U.S. Spying on Companies,” New York Times, 


May 20, 2014. 
QUIZ #8 open 24 hours November 24 
If interested in exploring more:  
“Former Leader of Guatemala Is Guilty of Genocide Against Mayan 


Group.” Elisabeth Malkin, New York Times, May 10, 2013. 
 


Nov 25 
–  


Dec 4 


 Period to Inform Taking of Final 
Inform course teaching assistant of up to two quizzes to re-take during 
final examination period.  
Deadline December 4. 


 
Dec 8 


 
 Paper Due 


Dec 10 
 


 Optional Final Exam 
Re-take up to two quizzes to improve your grade. 
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How to Do Well on the Quizzes 
 
Quiz Rules and Structure 


1. When to Take. There are eight quizzes during the semester, one for each module. 
Quizzes are open from 00:01 AM to 11:59 PM on the days they are due, always on a 
Tuesday. 


2. To help you prepare for the quizzes, in each module you will find a file “Instructor’s 
Sense of the Readings”. 


3. Style. Questions are short-answer essays; opened-ended questions. 
4. Cumulative. While the quizzes are focused on each module, the content may be 


cumulative from prior modules. 
5. You get re-takes! There is no final exam, but during the final examination period 


you have the option of re-taking any two quizzes to increase your grade. This is the 
optional final exam (there is no other part to the final exam). 


6. Make-up Policy. No make-up quizzes are given, since you have the option of re-
taking up to two quizzes during the final exam period. 


7. Beware that once you start a quiz you have to complete it within the time allowed. 
You cannot close a quiz and open it again later. 


8. As can be seen on the ‘Course Schedule and Modules Page’, the quizzes vary in the 
number of points earned and the amount of time you have to take them. 


 


You Grade Your Own Quizzes! 


Here is how it works: After you take your quiz my assistant and I identify correct 
and partially-correct answers, report your tentative grades, and post the answers 
we were looking for 48 hours. During this period your job is to check your 
answers against our expected ones. For any answer you did not get 100, you have 
48 hours to send us a message in Canvas with the heading, “quiz X, question 
X_your name” (for instance “quiz 1, question 4, Mousseau”) and we will check it 
carefully. Please explain why you think your answer may deserve a higher grade. 
 
Pay attention to chat! No one should think that I have predetermined the 
answers to all questions. Good students come up with possible answers 
professors may not have thought of. So I am always open to discussing these 
with students. In some cases I may share this discussion on the course chat, 
because sometimes really good ideas come from students and it is worth sharing 
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them. Also, and this is key, by going on chat everyone gets a chance to see what 
credit is being given out for, and notify me if they may also deserve this credit. In 
my experience students often have good and insightful ideas and chat is a good 
place to share these, or explain why an answer that might seem right is not (I 
keep the identity of the students confidential of course). 
 
 


The Grading is Inherently Fair! 
 


For each question I assign a minimum grade, up to 59, to facilitate a curve up to 
an 82 (so grades on incorrect answers will range from 0 to 59). This means the 
grading is inherently fair, since each question has a minimum value determined 
largely by the difficulty of the question, and students are not unfairly penalized 
for very difficult ones. That is, easy questions (those where most students manage 
high marks) will have lower minimums, sometimes 0; harder questions will have 
higher minimums, up to 59. Some implications: 


 
o If you do poorly on just a small number of questions, your grade will not 


be too negatively impacted, since you will get some minimum value. That 
is, you can earn a high grade in this course as long as you do well on most 
questions most of the time.  


o Inversely, if you do poorly consistently, you will get a very low grade or 
possibly fail, since the maximum minimum grade for an incorrect answer is 
59, and failing is 59 or less. 


o I have full trust that students do not share questions with other students 
after taking the quizzes. For the small number of you who may be inclined 
to think about violating this special trust and acting dishonorably, 
remember that with this system violating this trust will do you harm (since 
it will cause a lowering of the minimum grade). 


 


 
Quiz Tips 
 
1. Short-answer questions are design foremost to assess student understanding of the 


material, in contrast to memorization of it. So the best way to prepare for the quizzes 
is to understand the point of each lecture or reading passage, and memorize 
nothing. We can draw the analogy with math: we know that 2 + 2 = 4 not because 







   
 
 


Global Political Issues - 10 
 


we memorized it, but because we understand the rules of math. In this class, aim to 
understand the points, arguments, and insights of the various materials. 


2. To prepare, you should highlight important passages in the readings and take 
lecture notes by hand. After each reading or lecture section, stop and summarize 
what has been covered and think about it. What does it mean towards 
understanding the world? What are the implications for other readings and lectures 
in this course?  


3. Before you take a quiz, you might summarize each reading or lecture section, each 
on a separate paper, and have the papers in front of you. Be prepared to think about 
the materials (not copy-paste them); think about each in relation to the others. 


4. My favorite questions require students to apply one reading or lecture to another. 
For instance, if there was an article on Bernie Sanders, I might ask what Stiglitz would 
say about it. If you understand Stiglitz and the article on Bernie Sanders, rather than 
memorized them, you will be able to give a good answer. If you just memorized, you 
will not be able to answer the question because there is no Stiglitz statement on 
Sanders for which you can cut-paste. 


5. Because I ask thought-style questions, there are often multiple possible right 
answers and, for each right answer, multiple ways of expressing it. My assistant and I 
read each answer very carefully to glean student intent; we do not simply look for, or 
credit, key words or phrases. So it helps if your answer is well written, and you go 
right to the point with clarity using your own words. 


6. If you are not sure of an answer but are aware of the material and have some idea, 
feel free to express that you are not sure, and what you are thinking and why. I am 
more than willing to give value to thinking and something learned from class that 
may be halfway there, or more. Of course, this is no license to make things up, or just 
throw in whatever you can and hope something sticks.  


7. I deeply discount content that is not informed from the course material. I call it my 
‘kindergarten’ rule: if the answer could have been written without any knowledge of 
course material, the student gets a zero. So be sure to indicate awareness of the 
material 


8. Going into a quiz with understanding of only some of the material may not be 
enough: since you never know what will be asked, to perform well you will need to 
know all of the material in the module. 


9. These are open book exams. This means copying passages in the book or lectures 
into your exam answers will earn you a grade of ZERO. 


10. As a rule, any answer that is not universally understandable is not an adequate 
answer.  For instance, ‘Why do trees have leaves’? The answer ‘for photosynthesis’ is 
not a universally understandable explanation; I do not care if it is verbatim from the 
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material. The answer ‘the leaves convert sunlight into carbon dioxide that trees need 
to grow’ is a universally understandable explanation, so it indicates you understand 
the material. 


11. If you really know the answer to a question, own it by putting it in your own words 
and explaining it. To make your answer clear, it is often a good idea to make up new 
examples or apply analogies. 
 


 


 
Term Paper 
 
Try to answer one of the questions below, drawing on material (research) beyond that 
assigned in class. Begin by introducing the issue, followed by an overview of the 
historical context, followed by the arguments of various sides. You need not conclude 
with your own opinion, or explicitly develop a thesis, but a well-written paper usually has 
some unifying theme which links the front and back ends. Expected length is 2000 
(minimum) to 3,000 (maximum) words, excluding the bibliography.  
 


Security Issues 
• Should we fear a rising China? 
• Is Russia a rogue state? A “rogue” state is one that violates international 


norms and laws. 
• Should the US be doing more to protect Ukraine from Russia? 
• Should the US be doing more to contain or destroy ISIS? 
• Should Iran be allowed to have nuclear weapons? 
• Should North Korea be allowed to have nuclear weapons? 
• Should the US recognize a united Jerusalem as the capital of Israel? 
• Should the US “withdrawal” from the Middle East by stopping all economic 


and military aid to all nations there, including Israel? 
• What can Israel do to prevent Hamas rocket attacks, other than attack 


Gaza? 
• Why does the US spy on its allies?  
• What is preventing peace in the Middle East? Research and identify the 


specific peace positions of the three parties of the Israel-Palestinian 
conflict: Israel, the Palestinian Authority, and Hamas. Try to pinpoint the 
specific issues blocking a peace.  


• Should the U.S. reduce its ties with Saudi Arabia? 
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Economic Issues 
• Are US bilateral trade agreements imperial? Use the definition of 


imperialism as meant in the class debate. 
• Should there be international law regulating multi-national corporations? 
• Should there be international law limiting the size of multi-national 


corporations? 
• Should the US increase/decrease its foreign aid? 
• As a global currency should the IMF replace the dollar with an international 


currency? 
 


Environmental Issues 
• Should there be a global carbon tax? 
• Do lower trade barriers harm the environment? 
• Should there be a global environmental standard enforced by the WTO?   
• Are the Koch brothers a threat to global warming? 


 
Human Rights Issues 
• Is there enough protection for women’s rights in international human rights 


law? 
• Is there enough protection for gay and lesbian rights in international 


human rights law? 
• Does the war on terror require us to give up some of our rights? 
• Is the US use of “enhanced interrogation methods” torture as defined in 


international law? 
• Does US detention without trial of suspected terrorists in Guantanamo Bay 


violate international law? 
 
Choose whatever topic you want: it is ok if another student is doing the same topic 
(though papers on common topics will be scrutinized for similarities). You can also feel 
free to develop your own paper topic, but if you do so I must approve it before you 
proceed. 


 
Balanced Analysis. Be sure to construct a balanced analysis, meaning one that tries to 
present all sides of the issue. Balanced does not mean treating everyone as equally right: 
science and evidence resolves factual issues, and someone who has a fact wrong must 
be called on it (e.g., the claim that humans do not cause global warming is largely not 
justified in light of evidence). In addition, theories that lack empirical support, but are 
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widely believed and advocated, are really myths and should be treated as such rather 
than scientific views (e.g., the Laffer Curve, the claim that lower taxes causes economic 
growth and results in no loss of tax revenue).   
 
Sources. Use the library! Best sources are academic journals; for documented facts 
newspapers are fine. Book sources, weeklies, and other less-academic sources are less 
reliable but doable. Note that if an important factual claim is not primary sourced 
(meaning a newspaper article or government document is cited), then the writer may be 
merely citing somebody else who is making the statement of fact, and that secondary 
source could be making things up. So if the factual claim is highly crucial and 
controversial, you will need to look up the secondary source and see if that source cites 
a primary source for the claim, and keep going until you reach a primary source or a 
dead end. I did this once and established that there is no evidence for the US 
government carrying out a military coup in Bolivia in the 1960s, even as there are a lot 
of people citing each other as sources claiming it happened. 
 
Paper Grading Rubric  
 


1. Structure  20% 
 a. Did paper begin by introducing the topic (as instructed below)? 5% 
 b. Was introduction followed by an overview of historical context? 5% 


 a. Was overview followed by the arguments for all the principal 
sides? 5% 


 b. Did the paper end with a conclusion? 5% 
2. Quality of introduction? 10% 
3. Quality of overview? 10% 
4. Quality of research beyond the class readings? 10% 
5. Quality of conclusion? 10% 
6. Coverage of all major sides of the issue in a balanced way? 10% 
7. Substantive quality of opposing arguments? 10% 
8. Grammar 10% 
9. Paper rules followed?  10% 


 
**Note: Improper citation indicates plagiarism and can result in a zero grade. 
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Paper Rules  
 


1. For references and citations procedures, you must use the APSA Style 
Manual sections on citations and references. Every entry in the 
reference/bibliography section should be referenced in the text. When 
referring to specific material in a document, your citation should identify the 
specific pages of the material. For example, "Spruyt (1994) argues that 
variation in the nature of trade helps account for the emergence of different 
political units in late medieval Europe" should read "Spruyt (1994:63-7) 
argues that variation in the nature of trade helps account for the emergence 
of different political units in late medieval Europe." 


2. Your first page should contain each of the following, starting at the top 
and each starting a new line, centered, as follows: 


The Title In 16-Point Font  
Your name 
The date 


“Prepared for submission to 
INR 3016 Global Political Issues, Fall 2015” 


Paper Option # [enter 1, 2, or 3] 
Word count XXXX [excluding the bibliography]. 


After some white space, your text may begin.  
3. Turn your paper in using turnitin.com at Canvas. With Turnitin I will receive 


a report that states if and how another author’s work was used in the 
assignment. For a more detailed look at this process, visit  
http://www.turnitin.com. 


4. For heading style, you must use the APSA Style Manual examples on 
page 12. All good papers are organized into sections with primary 
headings, and maybe subsections with secondary headings, and sometimes 
even subsections of a subsection with tertiary headings. The use of 
headings is up to the writer; their purpose is to let the reader know where 
they are in the reading (the major sections of the paper should be explained 
in the introduction). To inform the reader where h/she is in a paper, primary, 
secondary, and tertiary headings should be distinguishable. 


6. Do not cite Wikipedia. Instead you should use the library’s extensive 
resources. If you are not familiar with using the library, please ask for 
assistance from the library's personnel, take workshops provided by the 
library, or visit the library's website (http://library.ucf.edu/). Knowing how to 



http://www.turnitin.com/

http://library.ucf.edu/
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do research is an essential part of a liberal arts degree and being a part of 
this world. 


7. Print one sheet per page, 1.15-space your pages using 1-inch margins, 
12-point Palatino Linotype font, aligned left. This includes footnotes and 
the main text. If you are using a word processing program other than Word, 
try to find a font close to Palatino Linotype. 


8. Number your pages. 
 9. Use Microsoft Word’s “paragraph keep with next” function to keep headings 


from appearing at the bottom of pages with no following text. 
10. Use 0.3 inch tabs, no space between paragraphs, and do not indent first 


paragraph in a section. 
11. Make sure your paper looks nice and clean! 


 
 


Writing Tips 
 


1. Start early in the semester! A good paper is re-drafted multiple times.  
2. A good paper uses multiple sources. 
3. Write in an active prose. For instance, “This paper argues . . .” or “I argue . . 


“ are far better than “In this paper, I will argue. . .” 
4. Do not write as if talking to your instructor. For instance, do not write: “In 


my literature review, I mainly focus . . .”  
5. Don’t use jargon or catch phrases, like “play the democracy card.” All words 


and sentences must be universally understandable; if they are not then you 
must explain them.  


6. Avoid rhetorical questions unless you answer them. 
7. All good papers of more than several pages are divided into appropriate 


sections clearly marked with headings and, if appropriate, sub-headings.  
8. The introduction is not a place to fill space and be cute. The purpose of the 


introduction is to draw interest (why does the topic matter?), identify the 
purpose of the paper and the conclusions drawn, and outline the paper 
structure. 


9. In the conclusion section you should summarize the highlights of your 
paper.  


10. Most good paragraphs start with a sentence that captures the main point 
of the paragraph. The rest of the paragraph explicates the main point; try 
to end with a sentence that summarizes it.  
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11. Paragraphs over two-hundred and fifty words (excluding footnotes) are 
often too long.  


12. Make generous use of examples to illustrate your points. Analogies too 
may be helpful. 


13. Once you think you have it right, do something else for few days. After 
that, at your next reading you may be amazed at how incomprehensible 
parts of your paper are. A good paper is re-drafted dozens of times, with 
some gaps in time between some drafts.  


14. You may save time and produce a better paper by first outlining it, and 
then outlining each section. Then, stick to this outline.  


15. The University Writing Center (UWC) offers writing support to UCF students 
from first-year to graduate in every discipline. Trained peer consultants 
provide help at every stage of the writing process, including understanding 
assignments, researching, drafting, revising, incorporating sources, and 
learning to proofread and edit. The UWC’s purpose is not merely to fix 
papers or to make better writers, but to teach writers strategies to navigate 
complex situations for writing, both in and outside the University. 
Consultations are available for individuals and small groups. To make the 
best use of the UWC, visit far enough before your due date to allow 
yourself time to revise after your consultation, browse the writing resources 
on our website, and arrange a regular weekly appointment if you’d like 
long-term help. You may schedule a 45-minute appointment by phone or 
by using the TutorTrac scheduler on our website; walk-in consultations are 
also available. In addition, the UWC seeks graduate and undergraduate 
tutors from all majors; contact the UWC to learn more about peer writing 
consulting and ENC 4275/5276: Theory & Practice of Tutoring Writing, our 
three-credit tutor-education course. 


 University Writing Center 
Colbourn 105 
Satellite Locations: Main Library, Rosen Library & Online 
407-823-2197 
http://uwc.ucf.edu/ 
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Course Policies 
 


Technical Resources 


• UCF’s Learning Online website provides information about Support Services and resources available 
for distance learners (e.g., UCF Service Desk, UCF Computer Store, and campus computer labs). 


• Online@UCF Support provides technical support for students taking online courses at UCF. 
• Knights Online: Resources specific for online students including Webcourses@UCF tutorials. 


Notifications  


Each semester, review your Notification settings to make sure you receive course 
information in a timely manner. Use this notification guide to make adjustments.  


Interaction Guidelines 


Many of the "rules of the road" that apply to conversations also apply to the use 
of interactive tools used in this course. Use the following conventions when interacting 
with the instructor and fellow students: 


1. While using synchronous tools, such as chat and conferences, be located in a quiet, private 
environment.  This will help you stay clear of disturbances. 


2. If you want to send a personal message to the instructor or to another student, 
use conversations rather than the discussions (see Conversations). 


3. Be patient. Don’t expect an immediate response when you post to a discussion. 
4. Respect each other’s ideas, feelings and experience. 
5. Be courteous and considerate. It is important to be honest and to express yourself freely, but being 


considerate of others is just as important and expected online, as it is in the classroom. 
6. Explore disagreements and support assertions with data and evidence. 
7. Be sure to post discussions in the appropriate discussion topic. 
8. Do not use postings such as "I agree," "I don’t know either," "Who cares," or "ditto." They do not add 


to the discussion, take up space on the Discussions, and will not be counted for assignment credit. 
9. Avoid posting large blocks of text. If you must, break them into paragraphs and use a space between 


paragraphs. 
10. During a discussion assignment, deadlines for posting to and replying will be specified with each 


assignment. It is a good practice to always check the discussions tool multiple times during the week. 



http://learn.ucf.edu/

http://learn.ucf.edu/support/support-services/

http://learn.ucf.edu/support/

http://learn.ucf.edu/knights-online/

http://guides.instructure.com/s/2204/m/4144/l/45879-how-do-i-change-my-notification-preferences-in-canvas
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Viruses and Redundancy 


A virus can spell disaster. Your use of a reputable anti-virus program is a requirement for 
participation in this course. AVG is a great, free antivirus program. Malwarebytes is a 
great anti-malware program 


Back up your files using Microsoft Skydrive through Knightsmail. Technical issues can 
and will happen. These problems do occur and are really inconvenient, however, they 
are not a valid excuse for failing to get your work in on time. Store your documents 
using skydrive to minimize the impact of such events. 


Make-up Exam Policy. No make-ups are given. Exceptions are allowed only in extreme 
circumstances. 


Grade Dissemination. Graded tests and materials in this course will be returned 
individually only by request. You can access your scores at any time using the Grade 
Book function of Canvas. Please note that scores returned mid-semester are unofficial 
grades. 


Grading Scale (%) 


94-100  A 
90-93    A- 
87-89    B+ 
84-86    B 
80-83    B- 
77-79    C+ 
74-76    C 
70-73    C- 
67-69    D+ 
64-66    D 
60-63    D- 
0 - 59   F 


Late Work Policy. Papers turned in late will be assessed a penalty: a half-letter grade if 
it is one day late, or a full-letter grade for 2-3 days late. Essays will not be accepted if 
overdue by more than three days, or if turned in less than five days before the end of 
the semester. 


Extra Credit Policy. To be fair to everyone, there is no extra credit available. 



http://free.avg.com/us-en/homepage

http://www.malwarebytes.org/

https://publishing.ucf.edu/sites/itr/cst/Documents/service%20desk/Knights%20Email%20-%20Outlook%20Web%20App%20-%20Sky%20Drive.pdf
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Incompletes. The current university policy concerning incomplete grades will be 
followed in this course. Incomplete grades are given only in situations where 
unexpected emergencies prevent a student from completing the course and the 
remaining work can be completed the next semester. Your instructor is the final 
authority on whether you qualify for an incomplete. Incomplete work must be finished 
by the end of the subsequent semester or the “I” will automatically be recorded as an 
“F” on your transcript. 


Curve Policy. No curve. You are competing only with yourself. 


Communication with Instructor Policy. In this class our official mode of 
communication is through email located inside Canvas. All communication between 
student and instructor and between student and student should be respectful and 
professional. It is the student's responsibility to check the "coursemail" tool frequently. 
You may also wish to create a Knight's Email account at www.knightsemail.ucf.edu for 
separate official communication from the university. 


Course Accessibility Statement. It is my goal that this class be an accessible and 
welcoming experience for all students, including those with disabilities that may impact 
learning in this class. If anyone believes the design of this course poses barriers to 
effectively participating and/or demonstrating learning in this course, please meet with 
me (with or without a Student Disability Services (SDS) accommodation letter) to discuss 
reasonable options or adjustments. During our discussion, I may suggest the 
possibility/necessity of your contacting SDS (Ferrell Commons 185; 407-823-2371; 
sds@ucf.edu) to talk about academic accommodations. You are welcome to talk to me 
at any point in the semester about course design concerns, but it is always best if we 
can talk at least one week prior to the need for any modifications. 


UCF Creed. Integrity, scholarship, community, creativity, and excellence are the core 
values that guide our conduct, performance, and decisions. 


Embrace Diversity. The University of Central Florida recognizes that our individual 
differences can deepen our understanding of one another and the world around us, 
rather than divide us. In this class, people of all ethnicities, genders and gender 
identities, religions, ages, sexual orientations, disabilities, socioeconomic backgrounds, 
regions, and nationalities are strongly encouraged to share their rich array of 
perspectives and experiences. If you feel your differences may in some way isolate you 
from UCF's community or if you have a need of any specific accommodations, please 
speak with the instructor early in the semester about your concerns and what we can do 
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together to help you become an active and engaged member of our class and 
community. 


Ethics statement. As reflected in the UCF creed, integrity and scholarship are core 
values that should guide our conduct and decisions as members of the UCF community. 
Plagiarism and cheating contradict these values, and so are very serious academic 
offenses. Penalties can include a failing grade in an assignment or in the course, or 
suspension or expulsion from the university. Students are expected to familiarize 
themselves with and follow the University’s Rules of Conduct (see 
http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/). For more information about UCF's Rules of Conduct, see 
http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/. 


Academic Integrity/Plagiarism. Many incidents of plagiarism result from students’ lack 
of understanding about what constitutes plagiarism. However, you are expected to 
familiarize yourself with UCF’s policy on plagiarism. All work you submit must be your 
own scholarly and creative efforts.  UCF’s Golden Rule defines plagiarism as follows: 
“whereby another’s work is used or appropriated without any indication of the source, 
thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s own.” In 
other words, don't cheat by giving answers to others or taking them from anyone else. I 
will also adhere to the highest standards of academic integrity, so please do not ask me 
to change (or expect me to change) your grade illegitimately or to bend or break rules 
for one person that will not apply to everyone. 


UCF Cares. During your UCF career, you may experience challenges including struggles 
with academics, finances, or your personal well-being. UCF has a multitude of resources 
available to all students. Please visit UCFCares.com if you are seeking resources and 
support, or if you are worried about a friend or classmate. Free services and information 
are included for a variety of student concerns, including but not limited to alcohol use, 
bias incidents, mental health concerns, and financial challenges. You can also e-mail 
ucfcares@ucf.edu with questions or for additional assistance. You can reach a UCF Cares 
staff member between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. by calling 407-823-5607. If you are in 
immediate distress, please call Counseling and Psychological Services to speak directly 
with a counselor 24/7 at 407-823-2811, or please call 911. 


Religious Observances. Students are expected to notify their instructor in advance if 
they intend to miss a quiz, the midterm exam, or the paper due date to observe a holy 
day of their religious faith. For a list of the major religious holidays in a number of faiths 
contact the Office of Diversity Initiatives at 407-823-6479. 
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Deployed Active Duty Military Students. If you are a deployed active duty military 
student and feel that you may need a special accommodation due to that unique status, 
please contact your instructor to discuss your circumstances. 


 
 








UCF 
U.S. GOVERNMENT  


POS 2041 
COURSE SYLLABUS 


Fall 2015 
Dr. Bruce Farcau 


 
I.  Textbook (Required) 
 
O’Connor, Karen and Sabato, Larry, American Government, 2014 Edition. 
  
  
II.  Office hours will generally be MWF from 0800-0900 in the adjunct office on the third 
floor of Phillips Hall.  Students with individual questions can also plan to come to class 
prior to the posted time or make separate arrangements for a meeting.  The instructor can 
also be reached at bfarcau@msn.com, although all papers for the course are to be 
printed out and delivered in hard copy, not via e-mail.  Papers can be dropped off at 
the Political Science Department, Phillips Hall 302 during normal business hours. 
 
III.  Course Description 
 
POS 2041 
U.S. GOVERNMENT 
Theory, organization, principles and function of national government, stressing 
relationships of individual to all levels of government in the political system.  This course 
includes a learning activity designed to ensure competence in the basic use of computers.   
 
IV.  Test and Grading Policy 
 
 A.  There will be three (3) exams, none of which will be comprehensive.  Each 
exam is worth 25% of the final grade.  If a student misses either of the first two exams, a 
make-up can be arranged, but it should be understood that the make-up will be graded at 
a much higher standard and will not offer “bonus” points available during the scheduled 
test.  Make-up tests must be turned in within one week of the original test date.  There 
will be NO make-ups given for the final test.  Each in-class exam will consist of a 
number of multiple choice questions (usually about 25) and one or more essay questions 
for which the student is expected to construct a coherent, complete answer.  The student 
will have some option as to which essay questions to answer (for example:  Select one 
question out of three provided.)  The take-home version will be just essay questions and 
must be turned in as hard copy.  Bonus (extra credit) questions may be offered based on 
current events.  Tests will be based on the text and explanations of that material provided 
in lecture. 
 



mailto:bfarcau@msn.com





 B.  A term paper of a minimum of 8 pages of text (typed, double-spaced, with 
standard margins and Times New Roman 12-point font, with page numbers) besides any 
illustrations, plus bibliography, and footnotes.  The paper will be on any subject related to 
American politics or government.  There should be an analysis of the pros and cons of the 
issue making use of sources on both sides and a discussion of the results of the legislation 
or decision. The paper should draw on at least four sources, including at least one from 
the internet (but some books as well), but not including the course text or general 
encyclopedias.  As a rule of thumb, sources that do not include an author’s name are not 
acceptable.  The idea is to demonstrate that the student has learned something about the 
topic beyond what is contained in the class text.  Direct quotes should be kept to a 
minimum.  The paper will be worth 25% of your grade.  Students should submit their 
topic for approval by September 30th.  The term paper will be due on or before 
November 13th (in hard copy only.)  Late papers will be accepted by November 20th will 
suffer a 10-point penalty.  Really late papers will be accepted until November 25th for a 
25-point penalty, but no papers will be accepted after that date. 
 
 C.  Extra credit:  Students will have the opportunity to earn up to 10 point to be 
added to any test grade by writing a 4-page, typed report on any of the books on the list 
provided (3 pages summarizing the book, and one page of the student’s opinion of it.)  
Students are welcome to offer additional titles of politically related books for approval as 
well.  This will be due by November 25th. 
 
 D.  Each test (modified for extra credit) and the term paper are all worth the same 
weight toward the final grade.  The percentage grade on each test will be averaged to 
result in the final grade.  The grade scale will be: 
   
  59 below = F 
  60-69      = D 
  70-79      = C 
  80-89      = B 
  90 above = A 
 
V.  Competencies 
 
 Students will learn to analyze information about the American political system 
and relate it to current events under discussion.  They will be able to argue and explain 
their conclusions about political events.  Students will learn to recognize tactics of 
persuasion used by politicians and to evaluate their points of view.  Students will learn to 
express their views both in writing and orally and defend their positions when questioned.  
Students will be able to apply what they have learned in daily life, both when reading 
about political events and when exercising their rights and responsibilities as citizens. 


 
SCHEDULE 


(Subject to Change – Note that specific dates for tests are not given) 
 


WEEK     TOPIC    TEXT CHAPTER 







 
1        Logical Thinking  N/A 
 
2     Theory of Government 1 
         
3     The Constitution   2 
 
4     Federalism    3   
   
5     Civil Liberties   4 
 
6      Civil Rights   5 
 


    FIRST TEST 
 


7     Congress   6 
 
8     Presidency   7 
 
9     Bureaucracy   8 
 
10     The Judiciary   9 
 
     SECOND TEST 
 
11     Public Opinion  10 
     Media    14 
 
12     Political Parties  11 
 
12     Interest Groups  15 
 
13     Election Campaigns  12-13 
 
14     Political Economy  17 
 
15     Welfare, Education  16 
 
16     Foreign and Defense Policy 18 
        
       
 THIRD TEST (Finals week, check online based on class meeting time, check 
Atlas.) 
 
STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES: 
 







 A.  Students are expected to attend every class, barring illness or true emergency.  
It is unlikely that a good grade can be earned without regular attendance in class.  It is the 
responsibility of the student to obtain lecture notes from another student in case of need.  
Between 10 and 20 extra credit points will be awarded for good attendance and 
participation at the instructor’s discretion. 
 
 B.  Punctuality:  Classes will start promptly as scheduled.  If arriving late, please 
enter as discreetly as possible.  Do not leave until class is dismissed. 
 
 C.  Courtesy:  Beepers and cell phones should be turned off during class.  There 
should be no eating or drinking during class.  Any questions should be directed to the 
instructor, and the only other talking should be in response to questions from the 
instructor or at his direction.  
 
 D.  Cheating:  All written work should be your own.  Plagiarizing on term papers 
or otherwise cheating on tests will result in an automatic F grade for the entire course. 
 
 E.  Grades:  All graded materials will be returned to the student during the course 
of the semester, and final grades will be posted after classes end.  Students should retain 
all materials until after receiving the final grade. 
 
 


FURTHER READING FOR EXTRA CREDIT PROJECT 
 


Anonymous, Primary Colors (novel) 
Bork, Robert H., The Tempting of America:  The Political Seduction of the Law 
Caro, Robert A., The Path to Power:  The Years of Lyndon Johnson 
Ceaser, James W., The Perfect Tie:  The True Story of the 2000 Presidential Election 
Coulter, Ann, Treason, High Crimes and Misdemeanors 
Crichton, Michael, State of Fear (novel) 
Evans, M. Stanton, Blacklisted by History 
Goldberg, Bernard, Bias 
Granger, Bill, Lords of the Last Machine:  The Story of Politics in Chicago 
Greenstein, Fred I., The Presidential Difference: Leadership Style from FDR to Clinton 
Halberstam, David, The Best and the Brightest 
Hayek, Frederick, The Road to Serfdom 
Kissinger, Henry, Does America Need a Foreign Policy? 
Kurtz, Howard, Spin Cycle:  Inside the Clinton Propaganda Machine 
Levin, Mark, Men in Black 
Moore, Michael, Stupid White Men 
McCullough, David, Truman 
Olson, Barbara, The Final Days 
O’Rourke, P. J. , Parliament of Whores, Eat the Rich 
Ravitch, Diane, Left Back 
Riker, William H., The Art of Political Manipulation 
Saffire, William, Scandalmonger (novel) 







Sammon, Bill, At Any Cost:  How Al Gore Tried to Steal the Election 
Schlessinger, Arthur, The Thousand Days 
Shlaes, Amity, The Forgotten Man 
Smith, Hedrick, The Power Game 
Tocqueville, Alexis de, Democracy in America (either volume) 
Woodward, Robert, All the President’s Men, Plan of Attack,  The Choice,  The Brethren 
 





		FURTHER READING FOR EXTRA CREDIT PROJECT






POS 3703: SCOPE AND METHODS OF POLITICAL SCIENCE 
Fall 2015 


Monday 6:00-8:50 pm, BC 235 
 
 
Professor: Barbara Sgouraki Kinsey        
Office:  Cocoa: Suite 222; Room 225 
  Orlando:  Phillips Hall 311H        
Phone:  Cocoa: (321) 433 -7962; Orlando: (407) 823-2608      
Email:  barbara.kinsey@ucf.edu    
Office Hours:  Cocoa: Monday 3:00-5:00 PM; 
       Orlando: Tuesday 10:00 – Noon; Thursday 1:00 – 3:00 PM; 
  or by appointment 
          
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
 


This course is an introduction to the logic and methods of social science research in 
general and political science in particular.  Emphasis will be placed on the logic of 
research design and data analysis.  Students learn techniques of quantitative analysis 
including statistical inference, hypothesis testing, and regression analysis, and analyze 
political datasets using statistical software.   


 
 
TEXTS AND READINGS: 


 
Philip H. Pollock III.  2012.  The Essentials of Political Analysis. 4th Edition.  Washington D.C.: 
CQ Press 
 
Philip H. Pollock III.  2012.  An SPSS Companion to Political Analysis. 4th Edition.  Washington 
D.C.: CQ Press 


 
      Additional readings will be provided to students at class meetings. 
 
 
SOFTWARE: 
 


We will be using SPSS in this course.  I assume that you have no prior experience 
with this software.  Laboratory sessions will be conducted using the Mobile Lab.  
These sessions will introduce students to the software and provide time to address 
questions related to the lectures and assignments.  


 
You can access the SPSS software on your PC computer or laptop via UCF Apps.  
For information please visit the links below:  


 



mailto:barbara.kinsey@ucf.edu





Information: http://apps.ucf.edu 


Login: http://my.apps.ucf.edu 


Cocoa Computer Lab:  SPSS is installed on the computers at the Cocoa computer 
lab. 


 


Computer La  
Hours 


 Suite 184, Building 3 
(321) 433-7971 


 
          Monday – Thursday 


 
        8:30 AM—6 PM 


 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND GRADING: 
    


Course grades are determined by ten homework assignments and two in-class open-book exams.  
Assignments are to be turned in by 6 PM on the days specified in the syllabus.  Except for cases 
involving overriding and well documented personal reasons, all late work will be accepted only 
if submitted within one week following the assignment’s due date and will be subjected to a 
penalty of one letter grade.   
 
There will be two open-book exams.  Each exam will cover the portion of the course preceding 
it.  The second exam will not be a comprehensive final exam. 


 
Grades are a weighted average of the following requirements: 


 
Requirement:    Weight: 
1.  Ten Assignments     50% 
2.  Two Exams           50% 


 
      The plus/minus grading system will apply in this course: 
  
Letter Grade  Points  


A  93 – 100 points  


A-  90 – 92 points  


B+  87 – 89 points  


B  83 – 86 points  


B-  80 – 82 points  


C+  77 – 79 points  


C  73 – 76 points  


C-  70 – 72 points  



http://apps.ucf.edu/

http://my.apps.ucf.edu/





D+  67 – 69 points  


D  63 – 66 points  


D-  60 – 62 points  


F  59 and below  
 
Students must fulfill the following tasks:  


1. Complete reading assignments on time. 
2. Complete ten assignments on time.   
3. Take two open-book exams in class: an exam on Monday, October 26, and a second 


  exam on Monday, December 14. 
 
There will be “extra work/credit” to improve your grade.   
In case you think you are failing the course, please contact the professor right away. 
 
A grade of “I” is only given in cases of extreme emergency or special & well documented 
circumstances late in the semester, provided that you have been making satisfactory progress.  In 
order to be considered for an “I”, students must contact and make arrangements with the 
professor prior to the scheduled final exam on Monday, December 14. 
 
Recording Academic Activity Policy 
 
As of Fall 2014, all faculty members are required to document students' academic activity at the 
beginning of each course. In order to document that you began this course, please complete the 
assignment on the online page of the course by the end of the first week of classes, or as soon as 
possible after adding the course, but no later than August 28. Failure to do so will result in a delay in 
the disbursement of your financial aid. 
 
Disability Statement 
 
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all 
persons with disabilities. Students with disabilities who need accommodations in this course must be 
registered with Student Disability Services, Student Resource Center Room 132, phone (407) 823-
2371 TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116. 
 


Laptops (or Substitutes) 
 
Please note that no laptops (or substitutes) will be used in class other than the Mobile Lab 


laptops. 


 
If there is anything in the syllabus that is unclear, it is up to the student to contact the 
professor for clarification. Also, it is the student’s responsibility to be informed of any 
announcements made in class. 







 


 


 


 


TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE 
Note: This schedule is subject to change depending on the needs of the class.  Students are 


responsible for any changes in syllabus/schedule which are announced in class. 
 
Reading assignments in the schedule refer to The Essentials of Political Analysis* 
 
Week Topics Covered: Assignments: 
August 24 Introduction to Course 


 
 
 


August 31 Scientific Study: 
Elements of Research 
 
 


Pollock: Essentials of Political Analysis*     
              Introduction 
              Chapter 1, pp. 6-14 
              Chapter 3, pp. 48-58  
              Chapter 4, pp. 84-97 
 


September 7 Labor Day No Class 
 


September 14 
 


Research Design: 
Experiments 
 


Pollock: Chapter 4 (also review pp. 84-97  
 
 
 Assignment 1 Due: 9/14 
 


September 21 
Measurement  
 
 
Sampling 
 
(SPSS lab) 
 
 
 


Pollock: Chapter 1, pp. 14-22 
              Chapter 2, pp.  28-32 
 
Pollock: Chapter 6, pp. 122-128 
 
 
Assignment 2 Due: 9/21 


September 28 Description of Data 
 
 
(SPSS lab) 


Pollock: Chapter 2, pp. 32-44;  
              Chapter 6, pp. 128-133 
 
Assignment 3 Due: 9/28 
 
 
 







October 5 Probability 
 
The Normal Distribution 
 


Reading to be distributed in class 
 
Pollock: Chapter 6, pp. 133-140 
 
Assignment 4 Due: 10/5 
 


October 12 Inference  
 
(SPSS lab) 
 


Pollock: Chapter 6, pp. 140-151 
 
Assignment 5 Due: 10/12 
 


October 19 Locating Data 
 
Review for First Exam 
 


Assignment 6 Due: 10/19 


October 26 First Exam First Exam: Monday, October 26 
 
 
 


November 2 Hypothesis Testing  
 
Error Types 
 
(SPSS lab) 
 


 
Pollock: Chapter 7, pp. 155-164 
 


November 9 Contingency Tables 
 
 
(SPSS lab) 


Pollock: Chapter 3, pp. 58-63 
              Chapter 5 
              Chapter 7, pp. 164-169 
 
Assignment 7 Due: 11/9 
 
 
 


November 16 
 
 


Correlation 
 
 
(SPSS lab) 
 


Pollock: Chapter 8, pp. 182-187 
 
 
Assignment 8 Due: 11/16 


November 23 Regression Analysis  
 
 
(SPSS lab) 
 
 
 
 


Pollock: Chapter 8, pp. 187-196 
 
 
Assignment 9 Due: 11/23 
 
 
 
 







November 30 
 


Regression Analysis 
 
(SPSS lab) 
 


Pollock: Chapter 8, pp. 196-201 
 


December 7 
 


Extra Credit: Show & Tell 
 
Review for Second Exam 
 


Assignment 10 Due: 12/7 
 


December 14 
 


Second Exam Second Exam:  Monday, December 14 


 





		TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE

		September 21
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SYLLABUS 
Mass Media & Politics 


University of Central Florida 
FALL  2015 


Professor Mark Logas                                                              Class Meets: Tuesday/Thursday 10:30am-11:45am 
Phone: 407-299-5000 Ext. 2028                                         Room: PSY-105 
E-Mail: Mark.Logas@ucf.edu                               Course: POS 3235 
Office Location: Outside Hall-PSY-105 
 
 


POS 3235 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Influence of media on campaigns, public officials, public opinion, the definition of political news, and selected public 
policies. Course Credit Hours: 3  ~  Pre-requisites: POS 2041or CI 


 
 


MAJOR TOPICS/CONCEPTS/SKILLS/ISSUES 
• Evolution of the Media in Politics  
• Print, Broadcast, Cable, Satellite, and Internet/Social Media   
• News: Journalism, Entertainment, Conflict, Investigative  
• Agenda Setting  
• Media Coverage of Campaigns and Elections  
• The Media: Foreign Policy Initiatives and Coverage of War  
• Government in the Sunshine  
• Constitutional Protection of a Free Press, Federal Communications Commission  
• Government's Use of the Media  
• Censorship: Prior Restraint and Free Speech Protection  
 
 


REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS & REGULARLY RESEARCHED WEBSITES 
Darrell M. West. 2013. Air Wars 1952-2012. 6th Edition. CQ Press  ISBN: 978-1-4522-3991-0 
Attkisson, Sharyl. 2014. Stonewalled. Harper  New York  ISBN: 978-0-06-232284-5 
Mason, J. Cheney. 2014. Justice In America. TitleTown  Green Bay, Wisconsin  ISBN: 0-9911938-8-1     
____ 


ABC News, CBS News, NBC News, Fox News, CNN, Washington Post, Washington Times, New York Times, New 
York Post, Drudge Report, Orlando Sentinel, WESH, WKMG, WFTV, FOX35, Huffington Post, Rush Limbaugh 


 
 


STUDENT PREPARATION & EVALUATION 
Students who enroll in this course are expected to demonstrate maturity, responsibility, professionalism, respect for 
differing viewpoints, and a general understanding of the relationship between government and media in a free society.  
------- 


Class meetings will follow a combination lecture/discussion format. Students are expected to come to class prepared 
to discuss assigned reading from the text reading and to meet other course requirements outlined in your syllabus. 
Lectures, discussions, video presentations, and guest speakers will not always parallel text material. Exam material 
will include subjects covered in class as well as text reading assignments which may not be covered in class.  
------- 


Class attendance and participation will impact your final grade. The evaluation method: Meaningful Participation 
in each class=Excellent/Above Average; Occasional Participation=Average; Little or No Participation=Below 
Average/Failing. Participation grades will be assigned based on the student’s contributions throughout the semester.  
------- 


Students with disabilities who qualify for academic accommodations must provide notification from the Student 
Accessibility Services Office and discuss specific needs with the instructor, during the first two weeks of class.  
------- 


Audio/Video recording of any portion of the class and/or posting of comments made by students and the instructor 
is strictly prohibited and will be considered a violation of privacy rights. This includes social media websites, 
including but not limited to: YouTube, Facebook, Twitter, MySpace, Blogs, and news media. 
 
 


UCF KNIGHTS E-MAIL COMMUNICATION, CLASS ANNOUNCEMENTS 
UCF uses e-mail as the official means of notifying students of important university business. Every student must 
register for, and maintain a Knights E-mail account at http://www.knightsemail.ucf.edu and check it regularly. 
Throughout the semester, I will send important information to your assigned Knights E-mail account.  
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I will not discuss or share any class or grade information through the Internet unless you send a specific 
written request to me through your UCF account. I will only discuss course content and performance through 
your assigned UCF student account. Non-UCF based e-mails are automatically deleted without being read. 
 


UCF does not accept responsibility if official communication fails to reach a student who has not registered for, or 
maintained and checked on a regular basis, their Knights E-Mail account. 
 


ATTENDANCE POLICY-UNEXCUSED ABSENCES 
Attendance is expected and will contribute to course grades. Attendance will be taken at the beginning of class. 
Five (5) points will be deducted from the attendance grade for each scheduled class that is missed throughout the 
semester. Students who arrive late to class or leave before class is dismissed will be counted as absent. 
Students who arrive late or are absent on the day a guest speaker is in class will lose ten (10) points.  


 


ATTENDANCE-QUIZZES & WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS 
 There will be two Quiz/Written Assignments this semester. The first assignment deals with controversial court cases 


and police/citizen related shootings. The second assignment deals with campaign ads, elections, and voter fraud.   
------- 


       Late papers are not accepted. Quiz/Papers not turned in by the deadline will earn a zero (0) grade.  
------- 


       If you believe that you might be sick the day your paper is due, experience printer problems, or encounter traffic  
       problems, it is your responsibility to turn your paper in early, prior to the deadline.  


------- 


       Electronic submissions are not accepted and will be deleted. Papers may not be turned in by other students. 
 


ATTENDANCE-CELLULAR PHONES, PAGERS, AND IPOD POLICY 
All iPods, iPads, iPhones, cellular phones, pagers, and electronic recording devices must be turned off or placed 
on a silent mode and out of sight during class. If you leave during class to answer a silent call or text please do not 
return as these interruptions are rude and disruptive to the learning process. Students who fail to comply with 
this rule will be asked to leave the classroom, receiving a grade of “0” toward their participation grade. If there is an 
emergency situation warranting the silent mode use of a cell phone during class, notify me in writing prior to class.  


 


STUDENT CONDUCT & ACADEMIC BEHAVIOR STANDARDS 
 Students are subject to federal and state laws and local ordinances as well as regulations prescribed by the University 


of Central Florida and the Florida Board of Governors. The breach or violation of any of these laws or regulations 
may result in disciplinary action. Detailed conduct regulations and procedures are presented in The Golden Rule. 


 


The University of Central Florida is committed to a policy of honesty in academic affairs. Conduct that comprises a 
breach of this policy may result in academic action and/or disciplinary action. Academic action affects student 
assignments, examinations or grades. Disciplinary action affects student enrollment status. Examples of conduct for 
which students may be subject to academic and/or disciplinary penalties including expulsion are: 


~Cheating, whereby non-permissible written, visual, electronic or oral assistance including that obtained from   
    another student is utilized on examinations, course assignments, or projects. The unauthorized possession or  
    use of examination or course related material shall also constitute cheating. 
 


~Plagiarism, whereby another’s work is used or appropriated without any indication of the source, thereby    
attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s own. Any student failing to properly credit 
ideas or materials taken from another has plagiarized. 


 


~Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling notes, handouts, etc. without authorization or using them for any  
commercial purpose without the express written permission of the University and the Instructor is a violation of 
this rule. 


 


Note: A student who has assisted another in any of the aforementioned breach of standards shall be considered  
    equally culpable. In cases of cheating or plagiarism, the instructor may take appropriate academic action  
    ranging from loss of credit for a specific assignment, examination, or project to removal from the course with a  
    grade of “F.” 


    


Note: The primary responsibility for managing the classroom environment rests with the professor.  
 


           Students who display disruptive behavior that detracts from the learning experience of other students  
           will be asked to leave the classroom.   


 


GUEST SPEAKER SERIES 
     Students will have an opportunity to enhance their knowledge of the relationship between the mass media and  
      government by listening to professionals who will share their experiences and by asking questions of our guest  
      speakers. Students are expected to show respect to guest speakers. Class etiquette when Guest Speakers are    
      present will play a major role in your Attendance/Participation grade.  
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VIDEO SERIES 
     Students will view actual news events highlighting historical moments in politics between 1960 and 2009 and how the  
      media covered those events, including: Presidential campaigns and elections, the Civil Rights Movement, 9/11,  
      Foreign Policy, Scandal, Political assassinations, the Iraq War, and NASA.   
 


EXAMS 
      A portion of the course grade will be determined by the student’s performance on two exams (1 Mid-Term Exam and 


1 Final Exam). Each exam will consist of term/concept identification and essay topics. The exam schedule can be 
found on the tentative assignment sheet. Students will take exams in the classroom. The exams will evaluate the 
student’s ability to use diverse resources outside of class to  research the pros/cons of the topics that are discussed, 
assess critical thinking skills, and measure college level writing skills. Any student not taking the final exam will earn 
a final grade of “F”.  


 


There will be no early exams allowed unless arrangements are made with the instructor at least one week prior to the 
scheduled exam. It is the student’s responsibility to contact the instructor if a medical emergency situation or family 
death arises prior to an exam. Failure to notify the instructor prior to the missed exam will result in a zero (0) grade 
on the exam. There will be no make-up exams given if proper documentation of the above situation is not 
provided. Make-up exams will be given at the instructor’s convenience. There will be no make-up Final Exams. 
 


In addition to the cellular phone/pager attendance policy, STUDENTS WHO BRING THEIR 
CELLULAR PHONES and/or ELECTRONIC DEVICES TO CLASS ON EXAM DAY AND OPENLY 
DISPLAY THEM DURING THE EXAM WILL BE ASKED TO LEAVE THE ROOM. IN ADDITION, A 
GRADE OF “0” WILL BE ASSIGNED FOR THAT SCHEDULED EXAM. Students who bring their cellular 
phones and/or pagers to class on exam dates must turn them off and keep them out of sight during the exam.  


 


COURSE GRADES 
  Final Course grades will be determined by: 


 -Attendance/Participation/Guest Speaker series (25%) 
 -Quizzes/Written Assignments (25%) 
 -Mid Term Exam (25%) 
 -Final Exam (25%)  


The average will be evaluated on the following scale: 92 - 100 = A  78 -   79 = C+ 
    90 -   91 = A-   72 -   77 = C 
  88 -   89 = B+  70 -   71 = C-   
    82 -   87 = B  68 -   69 = D+ 
  80 -   81 = B-    62 -   67 = D  
     60 -   61 = D-   
         0 -   59 = F 
WITHDRAWAL POLICY 
      Students may withdraw from a class and receive the notation of “W” until the date noted in the “Academic Calendar” 
      online at http://www.registrar.ucf.edu/calendar/academic. A student may withdraw from courses using myUCF at  
      https://my.ucf.edu, or by visiting the Registrar’s Office (MH 161), certain college advising offices, or a Regional  
      Campus records office. Students seeking to withdraw in person must sign the request and must provide photo  
      identification. The official date of withdrawal is the date the University receives the withdrawal request. Withdrawing  
      from classes may have financial aid, NCAA eligibility or international visa consequences. Students should seek  
      appropriate advisement prior to withdrawing from a class. The Withdrawal Deadline is: NOVEMBER 2, 2015. 
  


      A student is not automatically withdrawn from a class for not attending, nor can an instructor withdraw a student from  
      a class. No withdrawal is permitted after the deadline except in extraordinary circumstances. Unsatisfactory academic     
      performance is not an acceptable reason for withdrawal after the deadline.  
 


OFFICE HOURS  
  Tuesday/Thursday:  8:45 a.m. –  9:00 a.m.  Student area outside CB1-318 
  Tuesday/Thursday:  11:45 a.m. –  12:15 p.m.  Student area outside PSY-105 


~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 


Changes in the syllabus and/or schedule may be made at anytime during the term by 
announcement of the professor. It is your responsibility to stay informed of any changes. 
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TENTATIVE CLASS SCHEDULE 


 
 


CLASS    TOPIC    RESEARCH TO BE CONDUCTED 
8/25  Class introduction-Overview of Semester 
& 8/27 Casey Anthony/George Zimmerman Guilty? Not Guilty? Tried & convicted in the Media, acquitted by jury 
 Michael Brown-Walter Scott-Eric Garner   Hands Up, Don’t Shoot - Video vs No Video…Does it matter? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
9/1 Race Students are required to research how the Media covers race issues and 
& 9/3           Charles Thornton-Dylann Roof Kirkwood and Charleston 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
9/8           Gay Rights  Gay Rights-Tolerance versus Free Speech Rights  
& 9/10       Terrorism What is the role of Media and Government? ISIS and Current Events 
            Video Presentation                A Day In The Life of 9/11-CBS News: 60 Minutes II      
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
9/15           2nd Amendment School, Mall, Government Installations, Chicago shootings  
& 9/17       Immigration Illegal Immigration, Fed/State Responsibility, Amnesty, Political 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________  
9/22          Video Presentation Democracy Under Pressure: Mass Media & Politics 1960-2008          
& 9/24      Foreign Policy Media coverage and influence in Foreign Policy decisions 
  Iran, Iraq, Syria, Libya, Russia, Ukraine, Crimea, Central America            
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
9/29          War Afghanistan and Iraq-Presidents Bush & Obama     
& 10/1        Mid-Term Exam (covers topics between 8/25/15 and 9/29/15)  
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
10/6 & 10/8 No Class - Students are encouraged to complete the Air Wars Quiz.  
      
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
10/13        Election Campaign Unit Air Wars 1952-2012, Campaign Ads, Voter Fraud               
& 10/15        Air Wars Quiz Due: Thursday, October 15, 2015 
   
__________________________________________________________________________________________________  
10/20        Affordable Care Act-ObamaCare Did the United States Supreme Court Get It Right? 10th Amendment  
& 10/22        
_____________________________________________________________________________________________  
10/27        Global Warming Man-made or natural?  
& 10/29   
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
11/3           Scandals? IRS, NSA, Fast & Furious, Benghazi, ObamaCare, Global Warming 
& 11/5 Sharyl Attkisson-Stonewalled        
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
11/10 State & Local News Coverage Do local government leaders get the same scrutiny as state and national 
& 11/12          leaders? Taxes, Schools-Common Core, Eminent Domain, Crime 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________                 
11/17 Video Presentation Investigative News Reporting of State & Local Government 
& 11/19 Investigative News Broadcast & Cable News Networks, Local Media, Stonewalled . 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
11/24  Terri Schiavo 
& 11/26 No class Thanksgiving Day Holiday         
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
12/1 Final Exam “Our World” collected-Take Home Final Exam Will Be Handed Out 
& 12/3  Take Home Portion Of Exam Due: 12/3/2015 at 10:30 a.m. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________  
12/15  No Class - Students are required to hand in their Final Exam 
            on THURSDAY, DECEMBER 3, 2015.    








POS2041_CMB-15Fall 
 
 


POS2041 American National Government 
Dr. Bruce M. Wilson 


Intro tour.mp4 
Please watch this video first (Dr. Wilson's guide to the class) 


 


Gradebook (Beta)  
 


About Dr. Wilson 
 


LINKS (includes all extra readings) 
 


Some pointers for writing better papers  
Example of solid reply posting (discussions)  


Course Rules and Policies 
 


User Guide to webcourses (http://onlinesupport.cdl.ucf.edu/webcourses/instructure-canvas-student-tour/) 
 
 
 


Welcome to POS2041 American National Government! 
 


These are truly exciting times to be living in the United States! Major domestic policy issues are being discussed as the new 
presidential primaries for both parties are in full swing. Numerous international crises (military actions in Iraq, Afghanistan, 
Syria, Libya, Ukraine), the Greek debt crisis, and the reopening of diplomatic relations with Cuba, etc, that need                  
to be addressed. There are also many, difficult to solve policy issues within the US, including immigration, health care,    
and the implementation of the Supreme Court's recent same-sex marriage decision that appear to be creating a more 
polarized polity. 


 
The good news is that by the end of this class you will possess the necessary tools to be able to understand these 
intractable issues, rationally evaluate competing arguments, and be able to draw your own conclusions. To that end, this 
class investigates the historical foundations of the United States, the institutions of government, the policy-making 
processes, and policy areas of the country. The textbook provides a solid foundation for your knowledge, but the class 
requires that you keep up-to-date with current events and do some independent research.  This will allow you to see how 
the material you learn in the book actually applies to current events and issues. Understanding the political underpinnings 
of U.S. politics will help you understand current political debates better, help you form an informed opinion, and make you 
better equipped to be an engaged citizen.Throughout the course, you will be required to provide evidence to support your 
ideas, to question your peers, and challenge them to provide compelling evidence to support their arguments, and to 
critically examine evidence provided by different sources. This is part of what the discipline of political science is all about - 
to collect, analyze, and critically evaluate empirical evidence. 


 
Course structure 
The course contains eight modules, 14 pop quizzes on the relevant book chapters, and a final exam. Modules typically 
have discussions to explore core concepts further and push you to apply them to specific issues and/or essays that 
integrate much of what you learned in critical reflection. For each module I have uploaded the publisher's PowerPoint slides 
summarizing the main points of the assigned textbook chapters, this should help you structure the course material, but 
should not be used as an alternative to reading the textbook. Finally, each module has deadlines within the module period - 
typically, pop quizzes are due first since you need to complete the reading before you can enter into an informed discussion; 
there is a deadline for the first discussion posting, and a separate one for the additional follow-up postings (this allows      
the discussion to flow like a real face-to-face discussion). Short papers are typically due at the end of the module. It is 
crucial that you are aware of all these deadlines as soon as a module opens so you don't miss any parts and lose points. 
(You can see all the semester's deadlines by clicking on the syllabus link on the left of this page, in the calendar, and also 



https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1135079/files/46418866/download?wrap=1

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1135079/files/46418817/download?wrap=1

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1135079/pages/links

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1135079/pages/links
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within each module's instructions). Your chapter pop quiz grades will be combined into a single score that is worth 5% of 
your final class grade (see the syllabus for more information on how your class grade is calculated). 


 
To get started, please review the Announcements, Syllabus, Schedule (available on the left of this page) and the Course 
Rules and Policies, etc available at the top of this page): these are the ground rules, policies, and expectations for the 
class. I have also uploaded a statement on how to write clear, concise, well documented short papers and an example of a 
good quality reply posting. 
There also additional class readings that I have uploaded to the LINKS page.  If you're new to using the CANVAS program, 
please check out the guide to webcourses above and/or the "Success Resources" link to the left of this page). 
Now, click on "Modules" on the left-hand of this page, then click on Module 1: Introduction and follow the instructions. 
I wish you all a great semester and welcome to the class! 


 
Instructor Contact 


 
Instructor Bruce M. Wilson 


Office Phillips Hall 302 


 
 
 
 
 
 


Office Hours 


Dr. Wilson's Office Hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays 9:30 am-noon & by 
appointment 
 
 
For GTA help or appointments (use Coursemail and send an email to 
your assigned GTA) 


Groups 1-X Candace Compton (Tues 12-3 & by appointment  in the 
Political Science computer lab) 


Groups xxxx  Chris Faulkner (Mon 10-12 am, Tues 9-10 am & by 
appointment) 


 
Homepages 


Professor Wilson's homepage at UCF at the CMI in Bergen, 
Norway 


Phone 407-823-2608 (no voice mail) 


E-mail Please use Coursemail for all emails 


 
 


 
Course Information 


 
Course Name POS2041 American National Government 


Credit Hours 3 Credit Hours 


Semester/Year Fall 2015 


Location Completely online (no required face-to-face meetings) 


 
 


 
Required Text 


"GOVT7." 2015. Edward I. Sidlow & Beth Henschen. Wadsworth Publishing; 7th edition. 
This edition of the book can be bought either online or at the UCF bookstore 


You do not need to buy the access code or any other supplemental materials that might be offered with the book. 
 


 


 
  



http://politicalscience.cos.ucf.edu/people/wilson-bruce/

http://www.cmi.no/staff/?bruce-wilson

http://www.cmi.no/staff/?bruce-wilson





Course Requirements 
 


Assignments You are responsible for keeping a copy of all assignments for this class. 
You are also responsible for checking that the grades posted online are correct; any 
discrepancies must be reported to the instructor within one week of being posted by the 
instructor. 


Late, make-up, 
and extra credit 
work 


All quizzes are opened on the first day of the semester, but their deadlines correspond with the 
modules in which the material is discussed 


If you miss a quiz deadline, you will NOT be permitted to take that quiz, no exceptions! 
Other late work (initial discussion postings and essays) will be penalized at a rate of 5 points 
per day late (including weekend days and holidays unless otherwise noted in the module). 


Exams are penalized at 10 points per day late 
Because discussion postings cannot be made after the discussion is closed - there is no late 
option for final discussion postings. 
No work will be accepted more than a week after the deadline (or three days after the deadline 
for the final exam). 
There are no substitute assignments and positively NO EXTRA CREDIT, so please don't ask! 
No module grades will be discussed a week after it was posted. 


 
 


 
Evaluation and Grading: The following scale will be used for the assignment of final grades. 


 


Letter Grade Points 
A 90-100 


B 80-89 


C 70-79 


D 60-69 


F 59 or below 


 
Assignment Percentage of Grade 


Module #1 1% 
 
Your highest 6 grades from the 7 
substantive modules (#2 through #8) 


12% each. Your lowest substantive module grade 
will be automatically dropped (see caveat in 
Academic honesty, below). 


Pop Quizzes 5% 


Final exam 22% 


Total 100% 
 


 
Schedule 
Module Dates Topic/Module Readings 


PART I: INTRODUCTION TO AMERICAN NATIONAL GOVERNMENT 
August 24-31 Module #1: Introduction Read: Chapter One 
 
August 27 – Sept 14 


Module #2: US Government 
Foundations, Constitution and 
Federalism 


 
Read: Chapter Two and Three 


PART II: RIGHTS AND LIBERTIES 
Sept 14 - 28 Module #3: Civil Rights and Liberties Read: Chapter Four and Five 


PART III: THE POLITICS OF DEMOCRACY 







Sept 28 - Oct 12 Module #4: Interest Groups and 
Political Parties 


Read: Chapter Six and Seven 
 


Oct 12 - 26 Module #5: Public Opinion, 
Voting.Politics and the Media Read: Chapter Eight and Ten 


Oct 26 - Nov 9 Module #6: Campaigns and 
Elections Read: Chapter Nine 


PART IV: INSTITUTIONS 


Nov 9 - 23 Module #7: The Bureaucracy and 
the Judiciary Read: Chapter Thirteen and Fourteen 


Nov 26 -27 Thanksgiving Holiday, no class 


Nov 23 - Dec 7 Module #8: Congress and the 
Presidency Read: Chapter Eleven and Twelve 


Dec 5 - 9 Cumulative Final exam.Must be 
uploaded before 11 pm Dec 9th Read: all chapters in textbook 


 
NB. Full deadlines details are available in each module instructions (and in the live syllabus listing below). 


 
Attendance Policy 
Because this is a completely online class with no face-to-face meetings, there is no attendance policy, as such. Having said 
that, you need to keep up with the pace of the class and participate in all parts of each of the modules. Note that each 
module contains several deadlines; that is, not all work for a module is due on the last day listed on the Schedule. You 
must read each module's instructions for a list of deadlines for the various assignments and deadlines. It is your 
responsibility to check these deadlines as soon as a module opens so you won't miss any due dates. 


NB: The federally-mandated attendance reporting policy requires you to complete an assignment before the end of the first 
week (before 5pm on Friday).  I will use the citizenship quiz for this purpose.  It does not matter what score you receive on 
the citizenship quiz, but you must complete it before the deadline.  Failure to do so might impact your financial aid and/or 
other support. 


 
Academic Honesty 
Plagiarism and cheating of any kind on any examination, quiz, or assignment will result an "F" for that assignment and may 
be subject to appropriate referral to the Office of Student Conduct (http://creed.sdes.ucf.edu/) for further action. See the 
updated UCF Golden Rule (http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/) for further information. Any module that contains any 
material that is identified by the professor as plagiarized will not be eligible to be dropped as your lowest grade. Please do 
not plagiarize! 
I will assume for this course that you will adhere to the academic creed of this University (http://creed.sdes.ucf.edu/) and will 
maintain the highest standards of academic integrity. I will also adhere to the highest standards of academic integrity, so 
please do not ask me to change (or expect me to change) your grade illegitimately or to bend or break rules for one person 
that will not apply to everyone. Furthermore, any attempt to save, store, distribute, or discuss any quiz questions for this 
class will be interpreted as cheating and will be treated accordingly. All your work must be done on your own; you are not 
allowed to collaborate on quizzes, discussion postings, or essays. In short, all your written work and work submitted for 
grading must be your own, original work. 


 
 


Sexual Harassment 
Title IX makes it clear that violence and harassment based on sex that interferes with educational opportunities is an 
offense subject to the same penalties as offenses based on other protected categories such as race, national origin, etc. If 
you or someone you know has been harassed or assaulted, you can find resources available to support the victim, 
including confidential resources, and information concerning reporting options at shield.ucf.edu. Perpetrators are subject to 
expulsion or termination and may also be subject to criminal penalties. 


 


Disability Statement 
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all persons with disabilities. 
This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students with disabilities who need accommodations in this 
course must contact the professor at the beginning of the semester to discuss needed accommodations. No 
accommodations will be provided until the student has met with the professor to request accommodations. Students who 
need accommodations must be registered with Student Disability Services, Student Resource Center Room 132, phone 
(407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting accommodations from the professor. 


 



http://creed.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://creed.sdes.ucf.edu/
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UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL FLORIDA 
Political Theory 4331 


Utopia/Dystopia 
Fall 2015 


 
 
 
Dr. Paul A. Labedz     
Telephone: (407) 582-2227    
Email: Paul.Labedz@ucf.edu 
Office hours: TBA    
         
             
      
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
Examines political issues, such as justice, economic distribution and social organization by 
exploring both classic and contemporary utopias and dystopias. 
 
READINGS 
 
The following texts are assigned for this course and are available for purchase at the University 
of Central Florida bookstore.  
 
1) Gregory Claeys and Lyman Tower Sargent, The Utopia Reader, NYU, ISBN: 0814715710, 
required 
2) Plato, The Republic, Dover Thrift, ISBN: 0486411214 
3) Thomas More, Utopia, Dover Thrift, ISBN: 048629583 
4) Edwary Bellamy, Looking Backward, Dover Thrift, ISBN 0486290386 
5) Aldous Huxley, Brave New World, Harper, ISBN: 0060850523 
6) Ernest Callenbach, Ecotopia, Heyday, ISBN: 159714293 
7) Margaret Atwood, The Handmaid’s Tale, Anchor, ISBN: 038549081X 
8) B.F. Skinner, Walden Two, Hacket Classics, ISBN: 0872207781  
 
 
COURSE ASSIGNMENTS 
 
• Four (4) exams      (35 points each) 
   
• Intentional Community Project (OPTIONAL)  (35 points) 


Due in class, 3 DEC. 2015 
 


• Class participation      (10 points) 
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EXAMINATIONS 
 
FOUR (4) examinations will be made up of a combination of multiple choice, identification, and 
essay questions. The first exam will cover reading and lecture material from topics 1-2; the 
second exam will cover reading and lecture material from topics 3-4; the third exam will cover 
material from topics 5-8; the fourth exam will cover material from topics 9-10. Each exam is 
worth a maximum of 35 points.  
 
INTENTIONAL COMMUNITY PROJECT (OPTIONAL) 
 
Students will select a historical or contemporary attempt at establishing an intentional 
community and analyze the political, economic, and social principles underlying the community, 
along with the reasons for its success and/or failure. The instructor for the course will provide a 
list of communities that students can use to complete the assignment. Students will be allowed to 
select an alternative community not found on the list, but this will be contingent upon permission 
being granted by the instructor.  A student’s response must be between 4-6 pages, double-spaced. 
This assignment is worth a maximum of 35 points and is due on the last day that our class meets. 
An email will be sent during the term with further instructions/requirements regarding this 
project. 
 
GRADING 


The overall grade for the course will be based on the student’s performance on each of the above 
assignments. The maximum number of points a student can acquire is 160.  


The grading scale is based on the following point distributions: 144-160=A, 128-143=B, 112-
142=C, 96-111=D, 0-95= F.  


Grades will not be based on a curve and will reflect the quality of the work submitted.  


No extra credit opportunities will be available for this course. 


 
CLASSROOM POLICIES 
 
ATTENDANCE:  
 
Attendance is mandatory. There will be only four EXCUSED absences allowed over the course 
of the semester. Any unexcused absences will result in five points being deducted from your 
final course grade for each absence.  Attendance will be taken at the start of each class period 
and after the break during each class; therefore, it is important that you arrive to class on time. 
Should you happen to arrive late for a particular session, be sure to sign the roster after class so 
that you are not marked as absent from class. 
 
As of Fall 2014, all faculty members are required to document students' academic activity at the 
beginning of each course. In order to document that you began this course, please complete the 







following academic activity by the end of the first week of classes, or as soon as possible after 
adding the course. Failure to do so will result in a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid.  
 
The assigned activity for this course requires students to access UCF webcourses and complete 
the assignment labeled “Student Data Sheet.” The completed data sheet must be submitted to the 
instructor via UCF webcourses prior to the deadline, which will be announced in class.  
 
MAKE-UP EXAMS: 
 
All students will be expected to take each of the examinations on the scheduled dates. In the 
event that a student has an excused absence on the date of the exams, he/she will have to take a 
make-up examination on a date and at a location selected by the instructor. Failure to take the 
make-up exam on the rescheduled date will result in a score of 0 for the examination. 
 
ACADEMIC HONESTY: 
 
All forms of academic dishonesty are prohibited at the University of Central Florida.  Academic 
dishonesty in any portion of your coursework (such as plagiarism on the paper or cheating on an 
examination) will result, at the very least, in your being assigned a failing grade for the course. If 
you’re uncertain as to what constitutes cheating or plagiarism or if you have any other concerns 
related to academic dishonesty, be sure to discuss the matter with the instructor. “Better safe than 
sorry” is good advice in matters involving academic integrity. 
 
EXPECTED STUDENT CONDUCT: 
 
The University of Central Florida (UCF) is dedicated not only to the advancement of knowledge 
and learning but is concerned with the development of responsible personal and social conduct.  
By enrolling at UCF, a student assumes the responsibility for becoming familiar with and 
abiding by the general rules of conduct.  The primary responsibility for managing the classroom 
environment rests with the faculty.  Students who engage in any prohibited or unlawful acts that 
result in disruption of a class may be directed by the faculty member to leave the class.   
Violation of any classroom or university rules may lead to disciplinary action up to and including 
expulsion from UCF.   Disciplinary action could include being withdrawn from class, disciplinary 
warning, probation, suspension, expulsion, or other appropriate and authorized actions.   
 
COURSE OBJECTIVE & FORMAT: 
 
The purpose of this course is to familiarize students with the variety of political ideologies that 
have arisen in the Western world since the late 17th century. The course will thus be organized 
around this diversity, which is meant to provide students with the tools necessary to understand 
the application of these ideologies, both historically and in the contemporary world. 
 
In general, the class will be conducted as a mixture of lecture and discussion and will provide the 
student with a forum to raise any questions he/she may have concerning the material covered in 
lectures and in the assigned readings. 
 







COURSE OUTLINE 
 
Here is a week-by-week list of topics, examination dates, and associated readings.   
 
DISCLAIMER: The schedule is subject to change if certain topics prove to require more or less 
time. 
 
 
Topic 1: Introduction to Political Utopia/Dystopia: establishing a basis for comparison. 
 
Readings: Gregory Claeys and Lyman Tower Sargent, The Utopia Reader, Introduction 
 
 
Topic 2: Evolution of Utopian Thought: Plato, The Republic 
 
Readings: Plato, The Republic (read entire book) 
 
EXAM 1: 24 SEPT 2015 
 
Topic 3: Evolution of Utopia Thought: Thomas More, Utopia 
 
Readings:  Thomas More, Utopia (read entire book) 
 
 
Topic 4: Evolution of Utopian Thought: Bacon, Campanella, and Harrington 
 
Readings: Gregory Claeys and Lyman Tower Sargent, The Utopia Reader, pp. 106-125, 137-140  
 
 
EXAM 2: 8 OCT 2015 
 
Topic 5: Utopian Socialism 
 
Readings: Gregory Claeys and Lyman Tower Sargent, The Utopia Reader, pp. 192-205, 207-219 
 
 
Topic 6: Marxism and Utopia 
 
Readings: Gregory Claeys and Lyman Tower Sargent, The Utopia Reader, pp. 227-228 
 
 
Topic 7: Anarchism and Utopia 
 
Readings:  Gregory Claeys and Lyman Tower Sargent, The Utopia Reader, pp. 170-175 
 







 
 
Topic 8: Victorian Socialism 
 
Readings: Edward Bellamy, Looking Backward (entire book); Gregory Claeys and Lyman Tower 
Sargent, The Utopia Reader, pp. 273-29, 312-319 
 
EXAM 3: 29 OCT 2015 
 
 
Topic 9: Dystopia 
 
Readings: Aldous Huxley, Brave New World (read entire book); Margaret Atwood, The 
Handmaid’s Tale (read entire book); Gregory Claeys and Lyman Tower Sargent, The Utopia 
Reader, 398-407 
 
 
Topic 10: Modern Utopia 
 
Readings: B.F. Skinner, Walden Two (read entire book) and Ernest Callenbach, Ecoptopia (read 
entire book) 
 
 
EXAM 4: 10 DEC 2015 
 
I hope you enjoy the class and feel free to contact me if you have any questions. 
 
SPECIAL RULES: 
 
In accordance with state and federal law, instructors at the University of Central Florida cannot 
release information relating to the academic performance of students to persons other than the 
staff without the student’s written consent. In order for this information to be given out at request 
of a third party, the student must first sign a consent form to release their educational records.  
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CPO 4101 
POLITICS OF THE EUROPEAN UNION 


Department of Political Science 


UCF 
Fall 2015 


Credit hours: 3 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 CPO 4101- POLITICS OF THE EU 
Department of Political Science 


 


UCF 
Fall 2015 


Credit hours: 3 
 


 


Professor: Demet Yalcin Mousseau 
Office: 311G Howard Phillips Hall 
Phone: 407- 823 - 6025 
E-mail: Demet.Mousseau@ucf.edu  
Teaching Assist.:  TBA 
Email:  
 


Class Meets: MWF: 1:30 – 2:20 pm,  
Class Location: PSY 0106 
Office Hours: Wed and Friday 11:15 AM – 
1:15 PM, and by appointment 


 


 
 
UCF Catalogue Description: Politics of the European Union: PR: ENC 1102 or POS 
2041 or C.I. Evolution of the European Union, theories of the EU and EU institutions 
and policies from a comparative perspective.  
 
Course Goals/Objectives: Develop a knowledge base for understanding the 
sophisticated and complex issues of the EU; improve critical and analytical thinking; 
promote research and writing skills.  
 
Detailed Section-specific Description of the Course: Topics include history and 
treaties of the EU, institutions and policy-making in the EU, policies such as 
agricultural and environmental policy, the economic and monetary union, foreign 
policy and the recent financial crises. Part I begins with identifying international and 
historical factors that played role in the evolution of European integration; Part II 
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covers the institutional aspects and the policy and decision-making process in the 
EU; Part III proceeds with the discussion of specific EU policies; and Part IV 
addresses EU’s external relations, foreign policy and EU-US relations.  
 
Required Text: There is a required book for the course which can be purchased in 
the university book store. 
 
John McCormick and Jonathan Olsen. 2013. The European Union: Politics and 
Policies, 5th ed. Boulder, CO: Westview.  
Course Web Page: All lecture Power Point slides, including pictures, graphs, videos, 
and web links, as well as supplementary materials, will be made available on the 
course web page at Webcourses@UCF.   
 
The EU’s official website below is a useful link for this course, and can be utilized 
throughout the semester. 
 
http://europa.eu/index_en.htm 


 
 
Course Outline  
 
Part I  ORIGINS AND HISTORICAL EVOLUTION OF THE 


EU 
 


August 24  
  
Introduction and General Discussion 
 


 August 26-
28 


 


 The Background of the EU and International Context  
Reading: 
McCormick, Introduction and chapter 1  
 



http://europa.eu/index_en.htm
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August 31-
Sept. 2 


 
 
 
 
 


Sept. 4-9 
 


 
   


Sept. 11-16-
18 


 Europe and the Postwar World: The Road from Paris  
Reading: 
McCormick, chapter 2 
 
Country assignments for the papers will be on August 31 (be in 
class to pick your country!)  
 
To the Single Market and Beyond 
Reading: 
McCormick, chapter 3 
 
Consolidation and Financial Crisis: Maastricht, Lisbon, and the 
Eurozone 
Reading: 


 
 
 


Sept. 21 


 McCormick, chapter 4 
 
 
In-class quiz. This is a *preliminary* date: I reserve the right to 
change this date with one week notice. 
  
 
 


Part II INSTITUTIONS AND POLICY PROCESS OF THE EU 
 
 
 


Sept. 23-25  
    
 
 


Sept. 28-30 
 
 
 


October 2-
5 


  
 
 
The European Commission 
Reading: 
McCormick, chapter 5 
 
The Council of the European Union 
Reading: 
McCormick, chapter 6 
 
The European Parliament 
Reading: 
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October 7-
9 


 


 McCormick, chapter 7 
 
The European Court of Justice 
Reading: 
McCormick, chapter 8 


   
October 


12-14  
 
 
 


October 16 
 
 


 October  
19 


 
 
 


 The European Council and Other Institutions 
Reading: 
McCormick, chapter 9 
 
Public Opinion, Political Parties and Interest Groups 
Reading: 
McCormick, chapter 10 
 
In-class quiz. This is a *preliminary* date: I reserve the right to 
change this date with one week notice. 
 


   
Part III POLICIES 


 
October 21 


  


  
Public Policy in the EU 
Reading: 
McCormick, chapter 11 
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October 
23-26  


 
 
 


October 
28-30 


 
 
 


November 
2-4-6 


      


 Economic and Monetary Policy  
Reading: 
McCormick, chapter 12 
 
 
Cohesion and Social Policy 
Reading: 
McCormick, chapter 13 
 
 
Agricultural and Environmental Policy 
Reading: 
McCormick, chapter 14 
 


   
 
 
Part IV  


 


  
 
EU’S EXTERNAL RELATIONS AND THE ROLE OF 
THE EU IN THE WORLD 


 
November 


9-13  
 


  
Foreign and Security Policy  
Reading: 
McCormick, chapter 15 
 


November 
16-18-20 


 


 EU’s Relations with its Neighbors, US, Russia and China  
Reading: 
McCormick, chapter 15-16 


 
 


Nov. 23 
 
 


Nov. 25 
 
 


December 
2-4 


 


 
 


 
 
In-class quiz. This is a *preliminary* date: I reserve the right to 
change this date with one week notice. 
 
Study day for papers 
 
 
Back up and Discussions: The Future of the EU 
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December 
7 


Due date for papers and makeups 


 
 


 
 
Course Requirements & Methods of Evaluation 
 
The course is structured around the lectures. There will be interactive debates and 
discussions. Students are expected to participate in discussions. 
 
10% - Participation. 
 
45% - In class quizzes (15% for each quiz. There are 3 quizzes, constituting 45% of 
the overall grade). Concepts, vocabulary, short-answer essay questions on readings 
and lectures, closed book. 
 
25% - Final Exam. Concepts, vocabulary, and essay questions on readings and 
lectures, closed book. Date not determined by Webcourses@UCF as of this writing. 
 
20% - Paper. Due last day of classes: December 7 (bring papers to class as hardcopy). 
Send electronic copy to the GTA (Teaching Assistant).  
 
Late Paper Policy: Late papers are acceptable but accrue penalties of 5% reduction 
for each day late until the 9st of December, 5:00 pm. After the 9th of December 5:00 
pm, papers will not be accepted. Exceptions are allowed for extraordinary 
exceptional circumstances at instructor’s discretion. 
 
Make-up Exam Policy: Make-ups for exams will be given only for documented 
circumstances of illness or official college activities. Under such circumstances you 
are required to notify me in 24 hours after missing the exam. 
 
Letter/Grade Equivalencies: 
 


93% - 100%                A 
90% - 92.99%             A - 
87% - 89.99%             B + 
83% - 86.99%             B  
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80% - 82.99%             B -  
77% - 79.99%             C + 
73% - 76.99%             C 
70% - 72.99%             C - 
60% - 69.99%             D 
Below 60%                 F 


 
Curve Policy: No curve. 
 
Method of Grade Reporting: Webcourses@UCF. 


 
 
 
Paper Rules and Guidelines 
 
You will each write an 8 page (double-spaced) research paper on the question below. 
Cover page is not included in this. The papers are due on December 7th. Please do 
not send papers to me (teacher) via email. Bring your papers as hard copy to class 
by the mentioned deadline. You will email an electronic copy in word to the 
Teaching Assistant by the deadline.  
 
 
Focus on the following topic: 


 
Analyze a member or candidate country’s relations with the EU in terms of a specific 
EU policy. More information about the paper and country selections will be 
distributed shortly after the 1st week of classes. 


 
Country Assignments:  
 
You will be assigned a country by the teacher in the classroom on the 31st of August 
(this date is soon after we attain the exact number of students in the classroom). The 
country assignments will be made using a lottery system. If you miss this date, 
contact the teaching assistant.  
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Rules 


 
• Expected length is 8 pages (cover page is not included; bibliography is included). 
• Use Microsoft Word. 
• Use double spacing, standard margins, and 12-point New Times Roman or Palatino 


Linotype font. 
• Use the citation style of the American Political Science Review. This means reference 


your sources in the text in parenthetical format: “(last name(s) year: page 
number(s))”. For example, (Horowitz 2000, 8–9).” when referring to particular 
pages. Note how the period at the end of the sentence appears AFTER the 
ending parenthesis.  


• With parenthetical format, use footnotes only if you have something to say that 
does not fit well with the flow of your paper. Use footnotes, not endnotes. 


• You should cite the source every time you use someone else’s arguments, 
research, or quotations (otherwise you are plagiarizing). However, avoid long 
quotations. Instead try to express quotes in your own sentences, still citing them. 


• Number your pages.  
• Align text left. 
• Divide your papers into sections, including introduction, conclusion and 


bibliography. You should have subsections in the body. 
• Grammar and spelling should be correct. 


 
 
 
 
 


 
Sources:  
 
You should use multiple sources for the paper, including a combination of the 
following: 
 


• Books, book chapters, and journal articles (at least five): Conduct research in 
the relevant databases.   


• Web-site sources (internet):  Please do not use Wikipedia as a web source 
since they can be unreliable. Web sources should be from reliable 
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international organizations such as the UN, European Council, Amnesty 
International, World Bank, and others.  


• Country sources: These include official web-sites of countries, governments, 
organizations, political parties, think tanks, universities, etc. Be sure to refer to 
specific reports and studies as your sources. 


 
 
University Writing Center 


 
University Writing Center 
Colbourn 105 
Satellite Locations: Main Library, Rosen Library & Online 
407-823-2197 
http://uwc.ucf.edu/ 


 
The University Writing Center (UWC) offers writing support to UCF students from 
first-year to graduate in every discipline. Trained peer consultants provide help at 
every stage of the writing process, including understanding assignments, 
researching, drafting, revising, incorporating sources, and learning to proofread and 
edit. The UWC’s purpose is not merely to fix papers or to make better writers, but to 
teach writers strategies to navigate complex situations for writing, both in and 
outside the University. Consultations are available for individuals and small groups. 
To make the best use of the UWC, visit far enough before your due date to allow 
yourself time to revise after your consultation, browse the writing resources on our 
website, and arrange a regular weekly appointment if you’d like long-term help. You 
may schedule a 45-minute appointment by phone or by using the TutorTrac 
scheduler on our website; walk-in consultations are also available. In addition, the 
UWC seeks graduate and undergraduate tutors from all majors; contact the UWC to 
learn more about peer writing consulting and ENC 4275/5276: Theory & Practice of 
Tutoring Writing, our three-credit tutor-education course. 
 


 
 


Course Policies 
 


Embrace Diversity. The University of Central Florida recognizes that our 
individual differences can deepen our understanding of one another and the 
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world around us, rather than divide us. In this class, people of all ethnicities, 
genders and gender identities, religions, ages, sexual orientations, disabilities, 
socioeconomic backgrounds, regions, and nationalities are strongly encouraged to 
share their rich array of perspectives and experiences. If you feel your differences 
may in some way isolate you from UCF's community or if you have a need of any 
specific accommodations, please speak with the instructor early in the semester 
about your concerns and what we can do together to help you become an active 
and engaged member of our class and community. 


Campus Resources: You should be aware that help is available if you are struggling 
with this course! First see me, your instructor: I want you to understand the material 
and would be most pleased to help if you are having trouble. Other resources 
include the Student Academic Resource Center (SARC), for supplemental instruction 
and academic tutoring, and the University Writing Center. 
 
Disability Access Statement: The University of Central Florida is committed to 
providing reasonable accommodations for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus 
is available in alternate formats upon request. Students who need accommodations 
must be registered with Student Disability Services, Student Resource Center Room 
132, phone 407-823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone 407-823-2116, before requesting 
accommodations from the professor. 
 
UCF Creed. Integrity, scholarship, community, creativity, and excellence are the core 
values that guide our conduct, performance, and decisions. 
 
Ethics statement. As reflected in the UCF creed, integrity and scholarship are core 
values that should guide our conduct and decisions as members of the UCF 
community. Plagiarism and cheating contradict these values, and so are very serious 
academic offenses. Penalties can include a failing grade in an assignment or in the 
course, or suspension or expulsion from the university. Students are expected to 
familiarize themselves with and follow the University’s Rules of Conduct (see 
http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/). For more information about UCF's Rules of Conduct, 
see http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/. 
 
Academic Conduct Statement: UCF is committed to promoting a culture of 
academic integrity where faculty and students work together to meet our personal, 
professional, and social responsibilities. A degree from UCF is only valuable to the 
extent it reflects valid assessments of student learning. Misrepresenting your 
learning on tests, projects, reports, or papers invalidates your grades and tarnishes 
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the credibility of UCF. While collaboration is encouraged in the learning and 
studying process, you should assume that all tests, quizzes, etc. require your 
individual effort unless explicitly directed otherwise. Unauthorized collaboration, 
whether voluntary or not, is cheating. Unauthorized use of materials during a test, 
quiz, or other assessment is cheating. Regarding papers and projects, one of the core 
fluencies that students need to demonstrate is the ability to discern information that 
is common to the public from the intellectual property of individuals. Use of 
protected ideas, processes, or language without attribution or proper citation is 
plagiarism. 
 
Communication with Instructor Policy. In this class our official mode of 
communication is through email located inside Webcourses. All communication 
between student and instructor and between student and student should be 
respectful and professional. It is the student's responsibility to check the 
"coursemail" tool frequently. You may also wish to create a Knight's Email account at 
www.knightsemail.ucf.edu for separate official communication from the university. 
 
Course Accessibility Statement. It is my goal that this class be an accessible and 
welcoming experience for all students, including those with disabilities that may 
impact learning in this class. If anyone believes the design of this course poses 
barriers to effectively participating and/or demonstrating learning in this course, 
please meet with me (with or without a Student Disability Services (SDS) 
accommodation letter) to discuss reasonable options or adjustments. During our 
discussion, I may suggest the possibility/necessity of your contacting SDS (Ferrell 
Commons 185; 407-823-2371; sds@ucf.edu) to talk about academic accommodations. 
You are welcome to talk to me at any point in the semester about course design 
concerns, but it is always best if we can talk at least one week prior to the need for 
any modifications. 
 
Religious Observances. Students are expected to notify their instructor in advance if 
they intend to miss a quiz, the midterm exam, or the paper due date to observe a 
holy day of their religious faith. For a list of the major religious holidays in a number 
of faiths contact the Office of Diversity Initiatives at 407-823-6479. 
 
Deployed Active Duty Military Students. If you are a deployed active duty military 
student and feel that you may need a special accommodation due to that unique 
status, please contact your instructor to discuss your circumstances. 
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UCF Cares. During your UCF career, you may experience challenges including 
struggles with academics, finances, or your personal well-being. UCF has a 
multitude of resources available to all students. Please visit UCFCares.com if you are 
seeking resources and support, or if you are worried about a friend or classmate. 
Free services and information are included for a variety of student concerns, 
including but not limited to alcohol use, bias incidents, mental health concerns, and 
financial challenges. You can also e-mail ucfcares@ucf.edu with questions or for 
additional assistance. You can reach a UCF Cares staff member between 8 a.m. and 5 
p.m. by calling 407-823-5607. If you are in immediate distress, please call Counseling 
and Psychological Services to speak directly with a counselor 24/7 at 407-823-2811, or 
please call 911. 
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Politics of Eastern Europe  
Fall 2015 


Course Information 


Course Name  Politics of Eastern Europe  


Course ID & Section CPO 3614 0W59 


Credit Hours  3 


Semester/Year  Fall 2015 


Location World Wide Web 


Instructor Contact 


Instructor  Dr. Anca Turcu 


Office  
302 Howard Phillips Hall (Orlando Campus) 


227 Building 11 (UCF Valencia West Campus) 


Office Hours Tuesdays 1:00-3:00 PM EST  


E-mail  


anca.turcu@ucf.edu 


You may also e-mail me by using the Canvas e-mail/ message system. I 
will use that system to send out updates, important messages or 
announcements. If you e-mail me, I will do my best to get back to you 
quickly, but I may take up to 48 hours to respond. Please note that I do 
only respond to e-mail during regular business hours.  


Academic and 
Content Related 


Questions 


If you have questions about the academic material or class content, do 
not hesitate to contact me! Questions, feedback or comments are all 
welcome. For non-academic (not course content related questions), 
please see below. 







Other Contact 
Information 


If you have questions regarding technical support or any other non-
academic, non-course content related issues, please seek help through 
the technical support link on the class Home Page.  


Course Description 


This class will explore the government and politics of Eastern European countries, while 
providing a comparative insight into the institutions, electoral systems and processes that 
are specific to their governments. We will also examine historical contexts, political culture, 
social realities and policy outcomes specific to each country. 


Course Objectives 


On completing this course students will be able to: 


1. discuss the historical roots and ideological teachings of Marxism, Marxism-Leninism, 
Socialism and Communism  


2. understand the impact of communist rule on Eastern European countries 
3. analyze the impact of the transition to market economy and democracy on the 


institutions and government policies upon the democratization process in each country 
4. discuss the impact of EU and NATO membership on Eastern European countries 
5. describe and compare institutions, policies and political culture in various Eastern 


European countries  


Required Texts 


• "Central and Eastern European Politics: From Communism to Democracy" by Sharon 
L. Wolchik (Editor), Jane L. Curry (Editor); Third Edition; Published 2014;  


• " Communism and its Collapse" by Stephen White; First Edition; Published 2001. ISBN 
10: 0415171806; ISBN 13: 978-0415171809 


Note: Political Science texts change significantly from one edition to the next, as elections 
and current events reshape institutions and societies. Thus, it is imperative that you 
purchase the edition listed above. 


Other Materials: Documentaries and Clips 


For some modules in this class, you will be asked to watch documentaries, clips and other 
multimedia materials. Most of these clips will be available for free online via YouTube, 
PBS.org, TEDTalks and other sources. But, some documentaries might only be available on 
for-pay web streaming services providers such as Netflix or Amazon Instant Video. If that 
will be the case, I will at that time ask you to subscribe to those services. That means that 
for now you should not subscribe to these providers, but wait for my prompt to do so during 
the semester. I will provide further details about these video materials in each individual 
module and provide you with links or a clear indication where you can find the material. Not 







viewing these documentaries or clips is not an option, since they are a central part of the 
class and quizzes and the written projects will draw on these materials quite extensively. 


Academic Calendar 


Week Module Topic(s) Readings 


Intro Week  
(08/24-
31) 


 Introductory 
Module  


 Introduction and Class 
Overview  


 Syllabus  


Week 1 
(08/31-
09/ 07) 


Module 1 Communism Defined; The 
Establishment of Soviet Rule in 
Eastern Europe 


Wolchik and Curry: Ch.1 
(Page 3-17); White 
Chapters 1 & 2  


Week 2 
(09/07- 
14) 


Module 2 Communist Rule in Eastern 
Europe: 1950s-1980s  


Wolchik and Curry: Ch.1 
(Page 17-25); White 
Chapters 3, 4 & 5  


Week 3 
(09/14- 
21) 


Module 3 The Collapse of Soviet Control 
and the End of Communist 
Regimes in Eastern Europe 


Wolchik and Curry: Ch.1 
(Page 25-end of chapter); 
White Chapters 6,7 & 8  


Week 4 
(09/21- 
28) 


Module 4 The Political Transition; 
Re-creating the Market 


Wolchik and Curry: Chs. 2 
and 3 


Week 5 
(09/28-
10/05) 


Module 5 Midterm Project: Complete and 
Submit Midterm Project by 
10/05 


None 


Week 6 
(10/05-
12) 


Module 6 EU and NATO Accession and 
After  


Wolchik and Curry: Chs. 8 
& 9 


Week 7 
(10/12- 
19) 


Module 7 Case Study: Poland Wolchik and Curry: Ch.10 


Week 8 
(10/19-
26) 


Module 8 Case Study The Czech and 
Slovak Republics 


Wolchik and Curry: Ch.11 


Week 9 
(10/26-
11/02) 


Module 9 Case Study: Hungary Wolchik and Curry: Ch.12 


Week 10 
(11/02-
09) 


Module 10 Case Study: The Baltic States Wolchik and Curry: Ch.13 


    







Week 11 
(11/09-
16) 


Module 11 Case Study: Romania  Wolchik and Curry:  
Ch.15  


Week 12 
(11/16-
23) 


Module 12 Final Project: Complete and 
Submit Final Project by 11/23 


None 


Week 13 
(11/23-
30) 


Module 13 Case Study: Former Yugoslavia 
and Its Successors  


Wolchik and Curry: Ch. 17 


Week 14 
(11/30-
12/07) 


Module 14 Case Study: Ukraine & 
Conclusion 


Wolchik and Curry: Chs. 
18 & 19 


    


Course Requirements 


Weekly Assignments Twelve weekly assignments (starting with week 1 08/31-09/07) will 
test your knowledge of the material from the module covered during each week. Your two 
lowest scoring weekly assignments will be dropped at the end of class, leaving you with ten 
weekly assignments scores, worth 6% of your grade each. That is, ten weekly assignments 
will make up 60% of your final grade. If you miss a weekly assignment, or fail to submit it on 
time, you will automatically be assigned a grade of 0 for that assignment. Assignments will 
be available, with the rest of the content for each module, on the Monday of each week and 
will close by the Monday evening (at 11:59 PM EST), of the following week. After an 
assignments closes, I will release grades and correct answers and you will have one week 
to review your answers and let me know if you have questions regarding your grade. After 
that, assignment questions and correct answers will no longer be visible. Note that no 
assignments will be due for the Introductory Week, Week 5 and Week 12. Weekly 
assignments may be quizzes, short essays or discussion posts. On some weeks, you might 
be given a choice between a quiz and a written assignment or discussions. More details to 
follow in the weekly module overviews.  


Midterm and Final Projects: Students will have to submit a Midterm Project and a Final 
Project. These two projects will be worth 40% of your final grade (20% each). For the 
Midterm Project, the assignment will be posted on Monday, 09/21 and will be due on 
Monday, 10/05 by 11:59 PM. The assignment for the Final Project will be posted on 
Monday, 11/09 and will be due on Monday, 11/23 at 11:59 PM. Note that both written 
assignments must be submitted through the Canvas online submission system. This system 
is designed to help me identify plagiarism, so make sure to take all necessary measures 
needed to avoid plagiarism. If you are not sure what constitutes plagiarism and how to avoid 
it, take this UCF library tutorial :http://infolit.ucf.edu/students/modules/#article116 Students 
who cheat, commit plagiarism or engage in any other type of dishonest academic behavior 
will fail the class, (will receive an FZ grade) and will also be subject to disciplinary 
proceedings. Please review the UCF Golden Rule: http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/ Please 
allow for plenty of time to complete each assignment, so that you avoid last minute 
submissions and the technical difficulties that sometimes accompany them. Midterm and 







Final assignments should not be submitted late and will incur a 10 points penalty for every 
24 hour delay post due date. Midterm and Final assignments submitted more than 72 hours 
post due date will not be accepted and will be given a grade of 0.  


Due Dates 


Weekly assignments: due weekly (starting with week 1: 08/31-09/07) on Monday evenings 
by 11:59 PM EST EXCEPT for the Introductory Week, Week 5 and Week 12. Also, Module 
1 and the weekly assignment for Week 1 will be posted on Tuesday, 09/08 , as Monday 
09/07, the university will be closed in observance of Labor Day. 


Midterm Project: due by 10/05 2013 at 11:59 PM EST  


Final Project: due by 11/23 2013 at 11:59 PM EST  


Missed Assignments/Make-Ups 


I will not grant extensions if you fail to submit your work due to technical difficulties. You are 
solely responsible if you fail to submit an assignment due to technical difficulties, save for a 
major natural disaster (i.e. a hurricane). In the event of a hurricane, which causes power 
outages and evacuations, do not panic about your online assignments. Your safety and that 
of your family is your first priority. When power is restored, contact me and I will work with 
you to determine the best course of action. Other circumstances, which may be considered 
"unavoidable", include medical or legal emergencies. Pertinent, official documentation, will 
be required if you plan on requesting to make up a quiz or assignment due to unavoidable 
circumstances. You have to submit such documentation no later than a week after the due 
date of the missed assignment has passed. Documentation submitted after that date will not 
be deemed acceptable. 


Evaluation and Grading 


Assignment Percentage of Grade 


Weekly Assignments (10) 60% 


Midterm Project  20% 


Final Project  20% 


Total 100% 


 







Grading Scale 


Letter Grade Points 


A 93 – 100 


A- 90 – 92 


B+ 87 – 89 


B 83 – 86 


B- 80 – 82 


C+ 77 – 79 


C 73 – 76 


C- 70 – 72 


D+ 67 – 69 


D 63 – 66 


D- 60 – 62 


F 59 and below 


Grading Formula 


(midterm project*.20) + (final project*.20) + [(sum of 10 highest scoring weekly assignments 
assignments/10) *.60] = final grade 


Attendance Policy 


This course is web-based, fully online and considered a "W" course. Students are expected 
to fully participate in all online activities and to complete all assignments by the due dates. 







Participation and a timely completion of work and assignments are both considered similar 
to attendance in a face-to-face class. Assignments that are not turned into Canvas before 
the due date, will receive 0 points. Missed quizzes cannot be retaken. 


Academic Honesty 


Students must demonstrate a high level of responsibility and academic honesty and must 
respect the Golden Rule. Because the value of an academic degree depends upon the 
absolute integrity of the work done by the student for that degree, it is imperative that a 
student demonstrate a high standard of individual honor in his or her scholastic work. 


Scholastic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, statements, acts or omissions related to 
applications for enrollment or the award of a degree, and/or the submission as one’s own 
work or material that is not one’s own. As a general rule, scholastic dishonesty involves one 
of the following acts: cheating, plagiarism, self-plagiarism, collusion and/or falsifying 
academic records. 


If you are not sure what constitutes plagiarism and how to avoid it, take this UCF library 
tutorial: http://infolit.ucf.edu/students/modules/#article116 


Students who cheat, plagiarize, self-plagiarize, falsify records or practice any other form of 
academic dishonesty will receive an FZ grade for the class and will be referred to the 
university for further disciplinary action. 


Federal Financial Aid Requirement 


UCF must comply with a federal financial aid regulation that states that in order to receive 
federal aid, students must be actively academically engaged (according to a federal 
definition) in each course in which they are enrolled. All faculty are required to document 
students' academic activity at the beginning of each course. Without verification of this 
engagement, students will not receive their aid. 


In order to document that you began this course, you will have to submit the student 
introduction, opened under "discussions". Make sure you do so by no later than January 
16th. Failure to do so may result in a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid, or will 
mean that you will not receive your aid. A bonus for completing the student introduction post 
is the fact that you will receive 2 points extra credit added to your grade for the first quiz of 
the semester. 


 


Disability Statement 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for 
all persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. 
Students with disabilities who need accommodations in this course must contact the 
professor at the beginning of the semester to discuss needed accommodations. No 



http://infolit.ucf.edu/students/modules/%23article116





accommodations will be provided until the student has met with the professor to request 
accommodations. Students who need accommodations must be registered with Student 
Disability Services, Student Resource Center Room 132, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD 
only phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting accommodations from the professor. 


Viruses 


A virus can spell disaster. Your use of a reputable anti-virus program is a requirement for 
participation in this course (good ones include McAfee or Norton). 


Also, back up your files: “My hard drive crashed.” “My modem doesn’t work.” “My printer is 
out of ink.” These are today’s equivalents of “My dog ate my homework.” These events 
really do occur and they are really inconvenient when they do. However, these are not valid 
excuses for failing to get your work in on time. 


 


E-mail Protocols 


E-mail will be an integral part of this course. Make sure you: Check your e-mail at least 
once every 48 hours during regular business hours (more often is better). 


Be patient. Don’t expect an immediate response when you send a message. Generally, two 
days is considered reasonable amount of time to receive a reply. Please not that your 
professor only checks and answers to e-mails during regular business hours. 


Include “Subject” headings: use something that is descriptive and refer to a particular 
assignment or topic. 


Be courteous and considerate. Being honest and expressing yourself freely is very 
important, but being considerate of others online is just as important as in the classroom. 


Make every effort to be clear. Online communication lacks the nonverbal cues that fill in 
much of the meaning in face-to-face communication. 


Do not use all caps. This makes the message very hard to read and is considered 
“shouting.” Check spelling, grammar, and punctuation (you may want to compose in a word 
processor, then cut and paste the message into the discussion or e-mail). 


Break up large blocks of text into paragraphs and use a space between paragraphs. 


Sign your e-mail messages. 


Never assume that your e-mail can be read by no one except yourself; others may be able 
to read or access your mail. Never send or keep anything that you would mind seeing on 
the evening news. 



http://www.sds.ucf.edu/

http://www.sds.ucf.edu/





Copyright 


This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, images, 
text materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use doctrine in order 
to enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, download or distribute 
these items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for this online classroom 
environment and your use only. All copyright materials are credited to the copyright holder. 


Technical Assistance 


For specific problems in any of the areas below or for further information go to the 
corresponding link for assistance. 


UCF Home Page will help find UCF resources.  


UCF Service Desk – You can also call the Service Desk at 407-823-5117. 


Learning Online This site provides information on study skills for distance learners, the 
library and the writing center. 


Buying a new computer or upgrading your current equipment – http://www.cstore.ucf.edu/ 


Technical Discussion Topic: If you have technical questions and/or problems, please post a 
message to the Technical Discussion Topic. I encourage members of the class who are 
technically proficient to also monitor this discussion topic and assist your classmates. 


If your equipment problems prevent you from using e-mail from home, there are many 
computer labs on campus and virtually every public library offers Internet access. 


Third-Party Software and FERPA 


During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or 
software applications sometimes called third-party software such as a blog or wiki. While 
some of these could be required assignments, you need not make any personally 
identifying information on a public site. Do not post or provide any private information about 
yourself or your classmates. Where appropriate you may use a pseudonym or nickname. 
Some written assignments posted publicly may require personal reflection/comments, but 
the assignments will not require you to disclose any personally identity-sensitive 
information. If you have any concerns about this, please contact your instructor. 


Important Disclaimer 


These descriptions and timelines are subject to change at the discretion of the professor. I 
will provide notification of such changes in a timely manner. 
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CPO4541 Chinese Politics  
Fall 2015 University of Central Florida 


Mon/Wed/Fri 9:30 – 10:20 AM 
Classroom Building 1 (CB1) O120 


 
 
Instructor: Xiongwei Cao  
Office: Phillips Hall Room 313 (the Doctoral GTA Room) 
Phone: (407) 823-0313, but email is better 
E-mail: Xiongwei.Cao@ucf.edu 
Office hours: Mon: 11:00-16:00 or by appointment 
 
 
“Do not impose on others what you do not wish for yourself.” 
 


Confucius (Doctrine of Mean 13:3) 
 
“So in everything do to others as you would have them do to you.” 
 
       Jesus (Matthew 7:12) 
 
 


Course Description 
 


This course examines the People’s Republic of China (PRC) from a variety of 
perspectives, culture, policy, society, economics, and foreign policy to enlighten our 
understanding of the politics of the most populous country today. We will have a brief 
review of Chinese history and tradition by focusing on its implications for contemporary 
Chinese politics. We will also introduce the primary political structure of the PRC: the 
Communist Party of China (CCP), the government, the legislature and the legal system, 
the central and the local political institutions. Major political developments since 1949 
will be covered as well. Our survey of political events will be associated with the five 
leaderships represented by Mao Zedong, Deng Xiaoping, Jiang Zemin, Hu Jintao and Xi 
Jinping. We will also discuss in details the political economy especially since the reform 
and opening up in the late 1970s. Other important issue areas that occupy China’s 
political agenda, including political reforms, rural China, Xinjiang, Tibet, Hong Kong, 
Taiwan, foreign policy, etc., will also be explored. My hope is that every member of this 
class will develop a basic yet comprehensive understanding of politics in China from 
different perspectives. 


 
Required Books 


 
1. Sujian Guo. 2013. Chinese Politics and Government: Power, Ideology, and 
Organization. New York: Routledge. 
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2. William A. Joseph (eds). 2014. Politics in China: An Introduction. New York: Oxford 
University Press. 
 
Course Requirements: Your final grade will be based on three exams and a term paper. 
The exams will count for 60% of your final grade (Exam 1- 10%; Exam 2-20%;  Exam 3-
30%). Exam 1 will be taken during the 5th week. Exam 2 will be taken during week 8 and 
Exam 3 is the final exam. The paper will count for 30% of your final grade. Attendance 
and participation is a crucial component of your learning experience. The best way to do 
well in the course and develop a strong grasp of the material it covers is to attend the 
course regularly, read and carefully consider the required materials beforehand, and be 
prepared to analyze and discuss those materials in class. Attendance and participation 
will count for 10% of your final grade. 
 
Exams: Each exam will consist of 5 to 7 short essay questions. All of them are open 
book take-home exams and are not cumulative (We will not meet on the exam day). An 
assignment will be created on Webcourses at the time of the class on that day (09:30-
10:20). You must finish answering the questions within the given time and upload your 
answers onto Webcourses. The following is a sample of essay questions. These examples 
are meant only to give you an idea of the type and scope of the essay questions you will 
have to answer in exams. They are not intended as a list of questions you will  answer in 
the actual exams.  


--Discuss the problems emerging from the economic development of the post-Mao years. 


--Discuss the idea of "Socialism with Chinese characteristics," its main principles, and 
the reforms it inspired. 


--Discuss the Opium War and the "unequal treaties" that followed it. What were the 
consequences of these treaties for China? How did the Chinese government respond? 
 
 
Term Paper: 2000-3000 words (not including Bibliography) 
Due: Wednesday, December 09, 2015, 09:30 AM on Webcourses 
Try to answer one of the questions below, drawing on material (research) beyond that 
assigned in class. Begin by introducing the issue, followed by an overview of the 
historical context, followed by the arguments of various sides. You need not conclude 
with your own opinion, or develop a thesis. Expected length is 2000 (minimum) to 3,000 
(maximum) words, excluding the bibliography.  


 
1. What were the main reasons that China lagged behind the Western civilization and 


suffered the “century of humiliation?” 
2. Why had the Communist Party of China won the civil war and become the ruling 


party of China in 1949? 
3. What are the commonalities and differences between the Chinese model and the 


Soviet model of communist revolution? 
4. Why did China and the Soviet Union split? 
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5. Why did Mao Zedong start the Cultural Revolution? 
6. What was the impact of Nixon’s visit on China? 
7. Why could Deng Xiaoping survive in the Cultural Revolution and become the 


supreme leader of the party? 
8. Why did the Chinese leadership start reform and opening up after the Cultural 


Revolution? 
9. Why could the Communist Party of China survive the Third Wave of Democracy and 


keep ruling in China? 
10. Why could China maintain “Capitalism without democracy?” 
11. Why could China sustain a high speed of economic growth in the last three decades? 
12. What are the main social changes after China’s economic reform? 
13. Why is Xi Jinping’s crackdown on corruption different and how long can it go? 
14. Why did China propose to establish the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank? 


 
You may also select your own topic, but you need to talk to me and get approval before 
you proceed.  Please follow the rules listed below: 
1. Your term paper should contain a bibliography of at least 8 sources (including at least 


4 academic research sources) that you used in your research, not including your 
textbooks and assigned readings. 


2. Your paper should have the standard format: double-spaced, 11 or 12 font 
(comparable to Times New Roman), 1 inch margins. You may use a citation style of 
your choice as long as you cite your sources in the text and also include the full 
description of the sources in the bibliography.  


3. Use the assignment tool in the Webcourses to submit the term paper to the instructor. 
 


You can use the following grading rubric as guidelines to your paper: 
 


1. Structure 
 


20% 


 
a. Did paper begin by introducing the topic? 5% 


 
b. Was introduction followed by an overview of historical context? 5% 


 
a. Was overview followed by the arguments for all the principal sides? 5% 


 
b. Did the paper end with a conclusion? 5% 


2. Quality of introduction? 10% 
3. Quality of overview? 10% 
4. Quality of research beyond the class readings? 10% 
5. Quality of conclusion? 10% 
6. Coverage of all major sides of the issue in a balanced way? 10% 
7. Substantive quality of opposing arguments? 10% 
8. Grammar 10% 
9. Paper rules followed? 


 
10% 


 
 
Extra Credit: You may receive an additional bonus towards your final grade, up to 5%, 
based on a review of a book on Chinese politics. It must be submitted before the end of 
the 13th week to be graded.  
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Course Correspondence and Webcourses: All correspondence with the instructor will 
be via email or through Webcourses. I will usually respond to your email/message within 
48 hours on business days. I will also post important information or any changes of the 
syllabus on Webcourses.  
 
Make-up Exam Policy: Make-up exams will be granted only in the case of an 
emergency and/or a university documented absence. If exam dates conflict with a 
religious holiday, please notify the instructor about this at the beginning of the class. I 
will seek to accommodate you. 
 
Paper Lateness Policy: The penalty for submitting the paper late is one letter grade 
reduction for each calendar day of lateness (i.e., an A paper submitted a day late will 
receive a grade of B; if submitted two days late it will receive a grade of C, etc.). 
 
Academic Activity and Financial Aid: As of Fall 2014, all faculty members are 
required to document students' academic activity at the beginning of each course. In order 
to document that you began this course, please complete the following academic activity 
no later than Friday, August 28: on the course page on Webcourses, post a brief 
description (up to a paragraph) of why you are interested in taking this course. Failure to 
do so will result in a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid (but this academic 
activity is not graded and has no impact on your final grade). 
 
UCF Disability Statement: The University of Central Florida is committed to providing 
reasonable accommodations for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in 
alternate formats upon request. Students with disabilities who need accommodations in 
this course must contact the instructor at the beginning of the semester to discuss needed 
accommodations. No accommodations will be provided until the student has met with the 
instructor to request accommodations. Students who need accommodations must be 
registered with Student Disability Services, Student Resource Center, Room 132, phone 
(407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting 
accommodations from the instructor. 
 
UCF Rules of Conduct: As reflected in the UCF creed, integrity and scholarship are 
core values that should guide our conduct and decisions as members of the UCF 
community. Plagiarism and cheating are very serious academic offenses. Please refer to 
the University’s Rules of Conduct (available at:  http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu) for more 
information on these issues. Failure to comply with university rules may subject 
violator(s) to appropriate action by university authorities and/or appropriate civil 
authorities. The penalty for students who plagiarize or cheat on an exam or an assignment 
will include a grade of F on that exam or assignment. 
 
University Writing Center (UWC) support: UWC (location: Colbourn 105) offers 
writing support to UCF students from first-year to graduate in every discipline. Trained 
peer consultants provide help at every stage of the writing process, including 
understanding assignments, researching, drafting, revising, incorporating sources, and 
learning to proofread and edit. The UWC’s purpose is not merely to fix papers or to make 
better writers, but to teach writers strategies to navigate complex situations for writing, 
both in and outside the University. Consultations are available for individuals and small 







 5 


groups. To make the best use of the UWC, visit far enough before your due date to allow 
yourself time to revise after your consultation, browse the writing resources on our 
website, and arrange a regular weekly appointment if you’d like long-term help. You may 
schedule a 45-minute appointment by phone or by using the TutorTrac scheduler on our 
website; walk-in consultations are also available. 
 
 
Grading Scale: 
Letter 
Grade  Points  


A  93 – 100 points  
A‐  90 – 92 points  
B+  87 – 89 points  
B  83 – 86 points  
B‐  80 – 82 points  
C+  77 – 79 points  
C  73 – 76 points  
C‐  70 – 72 points  
D+  67 – 69 points  
D  63 – 66 points  
D‐  60 – 62 points  
F  59 and below  
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Course Schedule 


 


Week 1: Introduction, Definitions, and Historical Background (08/24-08/28) 


1. Guo 2013: Chapter 1, 2,3 


2. Joseph 2014: Chapter 1 


 


Week 2: Historical Background & Political Development I (08/31-09/04) 


1. Guo 2013: Chapter  4, 5 


2. Joseph 2014: Chapter  2,3  


 


Week 3: Political Development II (09/07-09/11) 


1. Guo 2013: Chapter  6 


2. Joseph 2014: Chapter  4 


Note: No class on Monday, September 07 (Labor Day) 


 


Week 4: Political Institutions (09/14-09/18) 


1. Guo 2013: Chapter  9, 10, 11, 12 


2. Joseph 2014: Chapter  6,7 


 


Week 5: The Chinese Political Economy I (09/21-09/25) 


1. Guo 2013: Chapter 15, 16 


2. Joseph 2014: Chapter  8 


Note: Exam 1 will be taken during the class time on Monday, September 21. 


 


Week 6: The Chinese Political Economy II (09/28-10/02) 


1. “Xi's ‘new normal’ theory.” Xinhua News Agency, November 9, 2014. 


http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/china/2014-11/09/c_133776839.htm  


2. “Xi Jinping's 'new normal' with Chinese characteristics.” South China Morning Post, 


May 14, 2014. 


http://www.scmp.com/business/economy/article/1511855/xi-jinpings-new-normal-


chinese-characteristics 



http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/china/2014-11/09/c_133776839.htm

http://www.scmp.com/business/economy/article/1511855/xi-jinpings-new-normal-chinese-characteristics

http://www.scmp.com/business/economy/article/1511855/xi-jinpings-new-normal-chinese-characteristics
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3. “Interview: Hank Paulson on dealing with China and Xi Jinping.” The Christian 


Science Monitor, April 26, 2015.  


http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Asia-Pacific/2015/0426/Interview-Hank-Paulson-


on-dealing-with-China-and-Xi-Jinping-video 


4. Eichengreen, Barry and Masahiro Kawai. 2014. “Issues for Renminbi 


Internationalization: An Overview.”  ADBI Working Paper 454. 


http://ssrn.com/abstract=2382420 


5. Anthony Fensom. 2015. “Could China Spark the Next Global Financial Crisis?” The 


National Interest, June 9, 2015. 


http://nationalinterest.org/feature/could-china-spark-the-next-global-financial-crisis-


13069 


6. Lipscy, Phillip Y. 2015. “Who's Afraid of the AIIB: Why the United States Should 


Support China's Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank.” Foreign Affairs, May 7, 2015 


(Uploaded on Webcourses).   


7. “Should Washington Fear the AIIB? Foreign Affairs' Brain Trust Weighs In.” 


Foreign Affairs, June 11, 2015 (Uploaded on Webcourses). 


8. Swaminathan S Anklesaria Aiyar. 2015. “Why US Allies Are Happy to Join China’s 


AIIB.”  The Diplomat, June 30, 2015. 


http://thediplomat.com/2015/07/why-us-allies-are-happy-to-join-chinas-aiib/ 


 


Week 7: Chinese Society I (10/05-10/09) 


1. Guo 2013: Chapter 13, 14 


2. "Chapter 3: Changing Social Institutions” in Guthrie, Doug. 2009. China and 


Globalization. New York: Routledge (Uploaded on Webcourses). 


 


 Week 8: Chinese Society II (10/12-10/16) 


1. Joseph 2014: Chapter 9, 10 


Note: Exam 2 will be taken during the class time on Friday, October 16. 


 


Week 9: Political Ideology (10/19-10/23) 


1. Guo 2013: Chapter  7, 8 


2. Joseph 2014: Chapter  5 



http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Asia-Pacific/2015/0426/Interview-Hank-Paulson-on-dealing-with-China-and-Xi-Jinping-video

http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Asia-Pacific/2015/0426/Interview-Hank-Paulson-on-dealing-with-China-and-Xi-Jinping-video

http://ssrn.com/abstract=2382420

http://nationalinterest.org/profile/anthony-fensom

http://nationalinterest.org/feature/could-china-spark-the-next-global-financial-crisis-13069

http://nationalinterest.org/feature/could-china-spark-the-next-global-financial-crisis-13069

http://thediplomat.com/2015/07/why-us-allies-are-happy-to-join-chinas-aiib/
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Week 10: Politics on China’s Periphery I (10/26-10/30) 


1. Joseph 2014: Chapter  15, 16 


 


Week 11: Case Study-Terrorism in China (11/02-11/06) 


1. Clark, Michael. 2007. “China’s Internal Security Dilemma and the ‘Great Western 


Development’: The Dynamics of Integration, Ethnic Nationalism and Terrorism in 


Xinjiang.” Asian Studies Review. September 2007, Vol. 31, pp. 323–342. 


2. Chapter 1, 2 in Wayne, Martin. 2008. China’s War on Terrorism. New York: 


Routledge (Uploaded on Webcourses). 


 


Week 12: Politics on China’s Periphery II (11/09-11/13) 


1. Joseph 2014: Chapter  17, 18 


 


Week 13: Case Study-Democracy in China (11/16-11/20) 


1. O'Brien, Kevin J. and Lianjiang Li. 2000. “Accommodating ‘Democracy’ in a One-


Party State: Introducing Village Elections in China.” The China Quarterly, 162, pp 


465-489. 


2. Chapter 6, 7 in Leib, Ethan J. and Baogang He. 2006. The Search for Deliberative 


Democracy in China. New York: Palgrave Macmillan (Uploaded on Webcourses). 


 


Week 14: China’s foreign policy and US-China relations (11/23-11/27) 


1. Guo 2103: Chapter 17, 18 


Note: No class on Friday, November 27 (Thanksgiving) 


 


Week 15: China’s rise and the Chinese Dream (11/30-12/04) 


1. Mearsheimer, John J. 2014.  "Can China Rise Peacefully?" The National Interest 25  


(2014): 23-37.  


http://nationalinterest.org/commentary/can-china-rise-peacefully-10204 


2. Ikenberry, G. John. 2008. “The Rise of China and the Future of the West: Can the  


Liberal Systems Survive?” Foreign Affairs, Vol. 87, No.1 (Jan.-Feb., 2008), pp.23-37 



http://nationalinterest.org/commentary/can-china-rise-peacefully-10204
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(Uploaded on Webcourses) 


3. Tammen, Ronald L. and Jacek Kugler. 2006. “Power Transition and China-US 


Conflicts.” Chinese Journal of International Politics, Vol. 1, 2006. Pp. 35–55. 


4.  “Xi Jinping calls for a ‘Chinese Dream.’” The Telegraph, March 17, 2013. 


http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/asia/china/9935609/Xi-Jinping-calls-


for-a-Chinese-Dream.html 


5. “Xi Jinping and the Chinese dream.” The Economist. May 4th, 2013.  


http://www.economist.com/news/leaders/21577070-vision-chinas-new-president-


should-serve-his-people-not-nationalist-state-xi-jinping 


 


 


Exam 3: Wednesday, December 09, 2015, 09:30 AM – 10:50 AM.  


Term paper due on Webcourses at 09:30 AM, December 09, 2015 


 


 


Note: This syllabus is subject to change at the instructor’s discretion if necessary. 


Changes to the syllabus, if any, will be announced in class and the updated syllabus will 


be posted on Webcourses. 


 



http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/asia/china/9935609/Xi-Jinping-calls-for-a-Chinese-Dream.html

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/asia/china/9935609/Xi-Jinping-calls-for-a-Chinese-Dream.html

http://www.economist.com/news/leaders/21577070-vision-chinas-new-president-should-serve-his-people-not-nationalist-state-xi-jinping

http://www.economist.com/news/leaders/21577070-vision-chinas-new-president-should-serve-his-people-not-nationalist-state-xi-jinping
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Fall 2015 PUP 3203 Environmental Politics 
 


 


 


THIS IS A SERVICE LEARNING COURSE, REQUIRING 20 HOURS OF SERVICE 
WHICH MUST BE COMPLETE BY 12/7/15 


 
Instructor: Peter Jacques Office 
Hours: Tuesdays and Wednesdays 
noon-2pm in HPH 302 
407-823-2608 
Peter.Jacques@ucf.edu  (urgent issues only) 
Coursemail for all normal issues 


 
Note that the Course Protocols, available in Webcourses, are a part of this syllabus. Please 
read everything before asking questions.  


 
Course Description 
In this class we will survey several topics and dimensions of environmental politics, primarily as 
they relate to domestic US concerns including the dynamics and history of environmentalism and 
the environmental movement, common pool resource problems, environmental justice concerns, 
and the regulatory conditions for making policy. 


Course Objectives: 
 


In this course you will do more than learn material, though there is lot to learn! The course 
objectives here work on several levels. 


Academic: Students will come to understand a broad history of U.S. environmentalism, anti- 
environmentalism, and thinking.  Students will learn about environmental ethics and policy, 
common pool and collective action problems in the environment, environmental justice, and the 
general institutional environment within which environmental policies are made (or ignored). 
Further, in addition to topical training, students will continue to intensively improve their 
writing, research, and evaluation skills through written essays and systematic reviews of peer 
writing. 


Civic: Students will evaluate, synthesize and apply models of civic theory to environmental 
problems. We will confront and interrogate what it means to be a citizen of a community, and 
how ecology interacts with our expectations of civic responsibility. 


Personal: In addition to learning, students of this course will reflect upon the notion of service, 
and consider their own expectations for environmental citizenship in a changing Earth system. 



mailto:Peter.Jacques@ucf.edu





Students will devote time and energy with others working on environmental challenges to think 
about what kind of life they want to live. 


Required Course Material 
 
♦ Environmental Policy Paradox, 6th edition by Zachary Smith, Prentice Hall.--- (referred to as 


EPP here). 
♦ The Monkeywrench Gang, Edward Abbey 
♦ New York Times  at least 3x weekly (NYT)  Freely available at the library. OR, pay for 


student home delivery call NYT at 1-800 NYTIMES. Make sure you say you want the cheaper 
student subscription. 


 
 


Grade Categories Description of the requirements Weight toward 
final grade (out of 


1000pnts) 


Peer-reviews Critical and in-depth evaluations of 
your classmate’s propositions. 


200 


Formal Essays Synthesis-oriented writing where ideas, 
support, and writing style and quality 
matter. 


400 


4 Exams Based on knowledge of the readings and 
modules, 100 points each 


400 


 
 


In this class you will learn to think about environmental politics, hone your writing and thinking 
skills, and develop skills for evaluation and critical thinking but you will come out of the process 
with a lot under your belt. 


General approach:  Read. Write. Get feedback, evaluate your peer’s work,  re-think, revise. 
Strengthen our thinking and writing while we come to understand US environmental politics in a 
thorough manner. Every first submission of every essay is a draft because writing/thinking is 
iterative and requires editing.  Revision is required to advance our thinking. You will review 
several drafts of your peers and you will receive several reviews of your essays. We will not 
grade your first drafts. You will then submit a final draft of every essay, but in order to have 
these graded there must be a first draft submitted on time. 







 
 
Exams: 75 minute exams, 50 questions, 100 points available each, all based on course 
material of the specific module, found in the “Quizzes” section of canvas. 


OBLIGATORY NOTE FROM UCF ADMINISTRATION: As of Fall 2014, all faculty are 
required to document students’ academic activity at the beginning of each course. In order to 
document that you began this course, please complete the syllabus quiz by the end of the first 
week of classes or as soon as possible after adding the course, but no later than January 16th. 
Failure to do so may result in a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid. 


ESSAY DIRECTIONS. SEE WEBCOURSES FOR DUE DATES AND TIMES 
 
IMPORTANT: Each essay will have specific directions about how to focus your thoughts in their 
respective assignment area in webcourses.  All essays are submitted first as drafts for peer review. First 
Draft of Essays  MUST be counted as complete and for you to have your final essays graded must have: 


• Between 1000-1200 words 
• Appropriately use and citation of APA of 3 assigned readings from the current module, 


unless otherwise directed in the assignment. 
 
Each draft should make a best attempt at having: 


• grammatically sound, well-structured English with the basic writing conventions. 
• a clear, coherent, and logical argument 


 


Final Draft of Essays 
• Same criteria as the first draft, however you must include a brief introductory note 


on what the peer-review feedback prompted you to reform and rethink. 
• Is graded by myself or the GTA 


 


Conducting Peer-Review 
• You will be working in the same peer-review group through the term and will receive 


and complete reviews of each of your peers  in that group. This will take time—
probably 30 minutes for each paper, plan for it. Peer review is required for this course 
because it is an essential part of writing and learning to evaluate ideas, so don’t treat it 
as busy-work if you want to gain the most from this course.  


• You will be graded on your ability to evaluate and think about other people’s 
propositions, which means thinking about the substance of the position, its support, 
articulation, and meaning. Do not try to protect the author’s feelings—don’t be 
purposefully mean-- but cut to the chase as a favor to them and as practice honing your 
evaluative abilities.  Do not suggest revisions, you are merely responding to the paper 
based on the guidelines below. 


• Start with a positive comment, this loosens you and the reader up and lays the ground 
for the real work.  
 







• Respond to the paper on these grounds:   
• Re-phrase the author’s thesis/proposition and state their assumptions with 


support. 
• Identify the support used for this proposition. Does this support come from 


assigned reading?  Is each support used a) in passing  b) with some detail 
from the reading  c) with more than three details from the reading 


• What will the consequences of this proposition be? Who will gain and who 
will lose from this proposition? Who will it empower? 


• What is the effect of this proposition on the “public good,” as far as you can 
tell?  


• Where does the author place responsibility- the individual, government, civil 
society, corporations, or somewhere else/combination? What are the 
repercussions of placing responsibility where it is? 


• Based on your assessment, assign a score out of 100 that you think that me, 
the instructor, or the GTA would assign if we were to grade it and include a 
brief rationale.  
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POS 4284 


Judicial Process and Politics 


Fall 2015 


Thursday, 6:00-8:50 


Valencia West Building 11, Room 302 


 


Instructor: Nathan Ilderton 


Office: 328 Valencia West Building 11, 302 Howard Phillips Hall (Orlando Campus) 


Office Hours:  1:00-3:00 Tuesday (Orlando Campus), 3:00-5:00, Thursday (Valencia West 


Campus), or by appointment. 


Phone:  582-5611  


Email: Nathan.Ilderton@ucf.edu 


 


Course Description: 


This class is a study of the U.S. court system, its processes, participants, structure, and policy 


impact.  This is not a course on the law, but on the branch of government charged with 


interpreting the law.  We will examine state and federal court systems, the key participants in the 


legal process (judges, lawyers, special interest, etc.), and the process by which decisions are 


made in the judicial branch.  We will also examine the impact of these decisions on public 


policy. 


 


Course Objectives: 


The first objective is to understand the basic procedures of the judicial process.  However, we 


must also recognize that Article 3 of the Constitution is the shortest article describing a branch of 


government.  It left wide open the structure of the judicial branch below the Supreme Court, 


issues of jurisdiction, and even the process by which judges render decisions.  This means that 


the judicial process and structure of the judiciary as we see it today was created by a political 


process.  Further, the effects of judicial decisions are deeply political.  Therefore, we will go 


beyond just a simple understanding of the mechanics of the judicial process and seek to 


understand the political nature of its creation and its political impact.   


 


Required Reading: 


 


There are two books required for this class. Each is available at the University Bookstore and 


through the usual off campus and internet outlets. 


 


 David W. Neubauer and Stephen S. Meinhold.  Judicial Process: Law, Courts, and 


Politics in the United States, 6
th


 edition (Cengage Learning). 


 Jennifer Segal Diascro and Gregg Ivers. Inside Judicial Politics. (Houghton Mifflin 


Company. 


 


If you purchase the text books online please insure that you are purchasing the correct editions of 


the required texts.  This course will adhere to the listed editions; students who purchased the 


wrong editions are responsible for acquiring any new or changed material. 
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Assignments, Exams and Grading: 


Students will be graded on the basis of two exams.  The first will be given in class on October 


8
th


.  Exam 2 will be given during the final exam period.  Even though it will be given during the 


final exam period, Exam 2 will not be cumulative.  Format for the exams will be multiple choice 


and short answer questions. 


 


Students will also be graded on the basis of a three part participation grade.  Part of six class 


periods will revolve around a discussion of several readings.   


 


The first part of the participation grade will be based on attendance.  See below for the full 


attendance policy. 


 


Students will be divided into two groups and over the course of the semester will write talking 


points on readings from the Diascro and Ivers textbook.  Each student will submit their talking 


point individually.  These talking points will be used to guide the class discussion.  Each group 


will be assigned two class weeks meaning every student will turn in two talking points by the 


end of the semester.  I will provide the Week 3 talking points to give everyone an example of 


how talking points should be formatted.  No group is assigned Week 12. Students who fail to 


turn in an assigned talking point may turn one in that week with no penalty for the missed talking 


point.  Students who turned in all their talking points, but wish to improve their talking point 


grade may turn in a Week 12 talking point.  The grade for the Week 12 talking point will 


substitute for the lowest talking point grade the student received. 


 


Talking points are questions or statements meant to prompt and guide discussion.  A good 


talking point will help your fellow students think about and discuss the material in the class. 


Talking points will be graded on a 10 point scale.  They will be graded on the basis of the insight 


and critical thought displayed in the talking point as well as the quality of the writing.  I also 


reserve the right to penalize a talking point if the author has an unexcused absence on the day the 


talking point is to be discussed. Talking points are limited to 250 words.  They must be 


submitted by 12:00pm the day of the class meeting.  They are to be submitted to me via the mail 


tool in this class’ webcourses section. 


 


Participation in the actual discussion is also expected.  I will expect that students who submit 


talking points for a given week to be the most active in the discussion for that week, though I 


encourage everyone to participate in all discussions.  This requires both attendance and careful 


reading of the assignments. 


 


Three times during the semester the class will watch a film during the second part of the class 


period. Following each film I will handout a series of questions on the film. Each student will 


turn in a two to three page paper (double spaced, 12 point font, proper citations to any works 


cited in the paper) on one of films viewed during the semester. The paper will be due in class the 


week following the in class viewing of the film. Students may only turn in papers on one of the 


three films.  
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Final grades will be calculated using the following formula: 


 


Participation: 30% 


 Attendance: 10% 


 Talking Points: 5% 


 Discussion: 15% 


Film Paper: 10% 


Exam 1: 30% 


Exam 2: 30% 


 


The grading scale for final grades is as follows: 


 


A: 89.5% or above 


B: 79.5% to 89.4% 


C: 69.5% to 79.4% 


D: 59.5% to 69.4% 


F: 59.4% or below 


 


Final grades are just that, final.  I will not reconsider them except in a case where I made a 


computational error in calculating them (I have taught for several years and have yet to 


miscalculate a final grade).  Please do not email or call me asking for a grade change for another 


reason, it will not happen. 


 


Student Engagement and Financial Aid 


As of Fall 2014, all faculty are required to document students’ academic activity at the beginning 


of each course. In order to document that you began this course, please complete the syllabus 


quiz by the end of the first week of classes or as soon as possible after adding the course. Failure 


to do so may result in a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid. 


 


The syllabus quiz is a five question multiple choice quiz and can be found on the class’ 


webcourses site under the "Quizzes" tab. The only purpose of the syllabus quiz is to satisfy the 


financial aid requirement for this class. It will not be included in the calculation of your final 


grade. 


 


Attendance Policy: 


Because of this class’ discussion component, attendance will be mandatory and will be a part of 


your participation grade.  Be warned, I will usually take attendance after the break between the 


lecture and discussion portions of the class.  Absences can be excused if you can document that 


you have been absent for a legitimate reason, i.e. illness, family emergency, mandatory 


university activity. 


 


Makeup Work: 


I will not allow missed assignments to be made up without a documented university excused 


absence.  If you know ahead of time that you will miss a scheduled exam or other assignment 


please inform me prior to the class period the assignment is due.  If you cannot inform me ahead 


of time, please inform me within one business day of the scheduled due date for the assignment 
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of the reason you missed the assignment and request a makeup.  This should be done either via 


phone or email.  Date and time of makeup exams will be determined by the instructor on a case 


by case basis.  I reserve the right to change the format and questions of makeup exams at my 


discretion.  


 


Webcourses 


A webcourses section has been created for this class and is accessible through the myUCF web 


portal at my.ucf.edu.  This space will be used to post the syllabus, lecture notes, grades, and 


important class notices.  Use the “send message” under the people tab to turn in talking points. 


 


Class Topics and Reading Assignments: 


Students are expected to complete the assigned reading by the beginning of each week.   


Please note that I reserve the right to change the lecture and readings schedule as necessary to 


adequately cover all topics.  I also reserve the right to add or subtract readings from the course.  


Any changes to the schedule or assigned readings will be announced in class.  The Diascro and 


Ivers readings are to be used to create talking points. 


 


Week 1: Introduction to Class. Law and Legal Systems.  August 27
th


  


Readings: Judicial Process Ch. 1, 2 


 


No Class: Football Game, Thursday, September 3
rd


  


 


Week 3: The Federal System. September 10
th


  


Readings: Judicial Process Ch. 3 


Diascro and Ivers: 


Federalist 82 p. 75 


Supreme Court Monitoring of State Courts in the Twenty-First Century p.83 


Statements Concerning the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals Reorganization Act p. 113  


Talking Point Group: Sample Talking Points 


 


Week 4: State Courts. September 17
th


    


Readings: Judicial Process Ch. 4 


Film: Hot Coffee 


 


Week 5: Judges. September 24
nd


   


Readings: Judicial Process Ch. 6 


Diascro and Ivers:   


Advice and Consent: A Historical Argument for Substantial Senatorial Involvement in Judicial 


Nominations p. 128 


Justice for Sale p. 156 


The Stealth Candidate p. 161 


Talking Point Group: 1 
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Week 6: Lawyers, Litigants, and Interest Groups. October 1st 
 


Readings: Judicial Process Ch. 5, 7 


Diascro and Ivers: 


The Profession and the Public Interest p. 199 


Private Attorneys-General: Group Action in the Fight for Civil Liberties p. 239 


The Influence of Amicus Curiae Briefs on the Supreme Court p. 250 


Talking Point Group: 2   


 


Exam 1, Thursday October 8
th


 
 


 


Week 8: Criminal Trials. October 15
h
   


Readings: Judicial Process Ch. 8, 9 


Diascro and Ivers:  


Trial by Jury in the United States Considered as a Political Institution p. 281 


Under Suspicion: The Fugitive Science of Criminal Justice p. 291 


The Federal Sentencing Guidelines and the Key Compromises on Which They Rest p. 295  


Talking Point Group: 1 


 


Week 9: Civil Trials. October 22
nd


  
  
 


Readings: Judicial Process Ch. 10, 11 


Diascro and Ivers:  


Why the “Haves” Come Out Ahead: Speculations on the Limits of Legal Change p. 316 


From Rights at Work: Pay Equity Reform and the Politics of Legal Mobilization p. 321 


Fistful of Fees: The Hired Gun or Lawyer Is Due What He’s Been Promised, But No More  


p. 324 


Greed on Trial p. 329   


Talking Point Group: 2 


 


Week 10: Juries October 29
th


    


Readings: Judicial Process, Ch. 12 


Jury Simulation 


  


Week 11: Appeals Process November 5
th


    


Readings: Judicial Process Ch. 13 


Film: InJustice 


 


Week 12: Supreme Court 1. November 12
th


 


Readings: Judicial Process Ch. 14 


Diascro and Ivers:   


Ideologies and Attitudes, Academic and Judicial p. 44 


On the Nature of Supreme Court Decision Making p. 51 


Leaving Things Undecided p. 57 


The Freedom of Speech p. 66 


Talking Point Group: Make Up Week 


 


No Class: Football Game, Thursday, November 19
th 
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No Class: Thanksgiving, Thursday, November 26
th


   
 


Week 13: Supreme Court 2. November 24
th


 


Film: Q&A: Antonin Scalia 


 


Exam 2, Thursday, December 10
th


, 7:00-9:50pm 
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UCF Creed and Academic Honesty 


Integrity, scholarship, community, creativity, and excellence are the core values that guide our 


conduct, performance, and decisions.  


Integrity 


I will practice and defend academic and personal honesty. 


Scholarship 


I will cherish and honor learning as a fundamental purpose of my membership in the UCF 


community. 


Community 


I will promote an open and supportive campus environment by respecting the rights and 


contributions of every individual. 


Creativity 


I will use my talents to enrich the human experience. 


Excellence 


I will strive toward the highest standards of performance in any endeavor I undertake. 


As reflected in the UCF creed, integrity and scholarship are core values that should guide our 


conduct and decisions as members of the UCF community. Plagiarism and cheating contradict 


these values, and so are very serious academic offenses. Penalties can include a failing grade in 


an assignment or in the course, or suspension or expulsion from the university. Students are 


expected to familiarize themselves with and follow the University’s Rules of Conduct (see 


http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/). 


Students with Disabilities 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all 


persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students 


who need accommodations must be registered with Student Disability Services, Student 


Resource Center Room 132, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, 


before requesting accommodations from the professor. 


Unauthorized Use of Class Notes 


Third parties may be selling class notes and other materials from this class without my 


authorization. Please be aware that such class materials may contain errors, which could affect 


your performance or grade. Use these materials at your own risk. 


 



http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/
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Professor Nikola Mirilovic   
 


Immigration Policy (INR4074.0001) 
Credit: 3 Units 


Fall 2015 
Tue/Thu 1:30 – 2:45 PM 


Psychology Building (PSY) 106 
Office Phillips Hall 311 D 


Office hours Tue: 12:15-1:15 PM; Thu: 12:15-1:15 PM, 3-5 PM or by appointment 


Voice (407) 823-2984 


Email Via the course Webcourses page 


Required 
books 


 


Stephen Castles, Hein de Haas, and Mark Miller (CHM). The Age of 
Migration. 5th Ed. ISBN: 9781462513116. Available at the Bookstore. 
 
James F. Hollifield, Phillip L. Martin & Pia M. Orrenius (HMO). 
Controlling Immigration: A Global Perspective. 3rd Ed. ISBN: 
9780804786270.  Available at the Bookstore. 


 


Course Description: Immigration raises important and puzzling issues. The politics of immigration are 
increasingly salient in the United States and across nations. International migration affects wages, 
security, taxation and government expenditures, and ethnic diversity. Meanwhile, even though we live 
in an age of globalization, immigration is often regulated and restricted. Why do some countries adopt 
more permissive immigration policies than others? Why is immigration more restricted during some 
periods of world history than during others? In this course, we will examine political, economic, and 
cultural explanations of immigration outcomes and policy choices. We will then examine the patterns of 
immigration outcomes, both historical and across the modern world. 


Course Goals: 1) Students will learn the fundamental perspectives and the key analytical tools needed to 
understand immigration policymaking and outcomes. 2) Students will further their knowledge of key 
facts relevant to immigration debates, in the United States and comparatively. 3) Students will improve 
their writing and analytical skills. 


Requirements: The final grade will be based on three exams and a paper. The paper (5 pages, double 
spaced, standard fonts and margins) will count for 25% of your final grade. It will assess your analytical 
and writing skills. The source materials for the paper are the course readings and lectures: external 
research is neither required nor expected. Exam 1 and exam 2 will each count for 20% of your final 
grade. The final exam will count for 35% of your final grade.   


Attendance is not mandatory. However, please remember that the material covered by the class is 
delivered via in-course lectures as well as via readings. There is important information in the readings 
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that may not be specifically addressed in class, and in-class lectures may go beyond the readings. The 
best way to do well in the course and develop a strong grasp of the material it covers is to attend the 
course regularly, read and carefully consider the required materials beforehand, and be prepared to 
analyze and discuss those materials in class.  


Participation and Extra Credit: You may receive an additional bonus towards your final grade, up to 5%, 
based on your participation in class discussions.  


Course Correspondence and Webcourses: All correspondence with the instructor will be via 
Webcourses. I will usually respond to your message within 48 hours on business days. 


Make-up Exam Policy: Make-up exams will be granted only in the case of an emergency and/or a 
university documented absence. If exam dates conflict with a religious holiday, please notify the 
instructor about this at the beginning of the class. I will seek to accommodate you. 


Paper Lateness Policy: The penalty for submitting the paper late is one letter grade reduction for each 
calendar day of lateness (i.e., an A paper submitted a day late will receive a grade of B; if submitted two 
days late it will receive a grade of C, etc.). 


Academic Activity and Financial Aid: As of Fall 2014, all faculty members are required to document 
students' academic activity at the beginning of each course. In order to document that you began this 
course, please complete the following academic activity no later than Friday, August 28 by 5:00 pm: on 
the course page on Webcourses, post a brief description (up to a paragraph) of why you are interested 
in taking this course. Failure to do so will result in a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid (but 
this academic activity is not graded and has no impact on your final grade). 


UCF Disability Statement: The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable 
accommodations for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon 
request. Students with disabilities who need accommodations in this course must contact the professor 
at the beginning of the semester to discuss needed accommodations. No accommodations will be 
provided until the student has met with the professor to request accommodations. Students who need 
accommodations must be registered with Student Disability Services, Student Resource Center, Room 
132, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting accommodations 
from the professor. 


UCF Rules of Conduct: As reflected in the UCF creed, integrity and scholarship are core values that 
should guide our conduct and decisions as members of the UCF community. Plagiarism and cheating are 
very serious academic offenses. Please refer to the University’s Rules of Conduct (available at:  
http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu) for more information on these issues. Failure to comply with university 
rules may subject violator(s) to appropriate action by university authorities and/or appropriate civil 
authorities. The penalty for students who plagiarize or cheat on an exam or an assignment will include a 
grade of F on that exam or assignment. 
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University Writing Center (UWC) support: UWC (location: Colbourn 105) offers writing support to UCF 
students from first-year to graduate in every discipline. Trained peer consultants provide help at every 
stage of the writing process, including understanding assignments, researching, drafting, revising, 
incorporating sources, and learning to proofread and edit. The UWC’s purpose is not merely to fix 
papers or to make better writers, but to teach writers strategies to navigate complex situations for 
writing, both in and outside the University. Consultations are available for individuals and small groups. 
To make the best use of the UWC, visit far enough before your due date to allow yourself time to revise 
after your consultation, browse the writing resources on our website, and arrange a regular weekly 
appointment if you’d like long-term help. You may schedule a 45-minute appointment by phone or by 
using the TutorTrac scheduler on our website; walk-in consultations are also available. 


Grading Scale: 


Letter Grade  Points  
A  93 – 100 points  
A-  90 – 92 points  
B+  87 – 89 points  
B  83 – 86 points  
B-  80 – 82 points  
C+  77 – 79 points  
C  73 – 76 points  
C-  70 – 72 points  
D+  67 – 69 points  
D  63 – 66 points  
D-  60 – 62 points  
F  59 and below  


Course Schedule 
 


Part I: Introduction, Theoretical Overview, Global and Historical Trends 
 
August 25: Introductory Session 
 
No readings 
 
August 27: Contemporary Immigration: Introduction, Definitions and Facts  
 
CHM: Chapter 1: Introduction, pp. 1-24. 
 
Zlotnik, Hanna. 1999. “Trends of International Migration since 1965: What Existing Data 
Reveal.” International Migration, 37(1): 21-59. Available on Webcourses.  
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September 1: Global Migration Trends: Historical Background  
 
CHM Chapter 4: “International Migration before 1945,” pp. 84-101. 
 
O’Rourke, Kevin, and Jeffrey Williamson: Globalization and History. Chapter 10: “Globalization Backlash: 
Migration Policy Gets Restrictive,” pp. 185-207. Available on Webcourses. 
 
September 3: No class (Professor attending a conference) 
 
September 8-10: Theories of Migration (2 classes) 
 
Meyers, Eytan. 2000. “Theories of International Immigration Policy.” Available on Webcourses 
 
CHM Chapter 2: “Theories of Migration,” pp. 25-54. 
 
September 15-17: Migration, the State, and Politics: An Overview (2 classes) 


CHM Chapter 10: “The State and International Migration: The Quest for Control,” pp. 215-239. 
 
CHM Chapter 13: “Immigrants and Politics,” pp. 296-317. 
 
September 22: Exam 1 


PART II: Case Studies 


September 24-29: United States (2 classes) 
 
Martin, Philip L. “The US: The Continuing Immigration Debate,” HMO, pp. 47-77. 
 
Commentaries: Pia M. Orrenius and Madeline Zavodny, Daniel Tichenor, HMO, pp. 78-87. 
 
Rodriguez, Cindy Y. “Latino vote key to Obama's re-election” pp. 1-3. Available on Webcourses. 
 
October 1: France (1 class) 
 
Hollifield, James F. “Immigration and the Republican Tradition in France,” HMO, pp. 157-187. 
 
Commentaries: Catherine Wihtol de Wenden, Patrick Simon, HMO pp. 188-198. 
 
The Economist, “Le Pen, mightier than the sword?” pp. 1-3. Available on Webcourses. 
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October 6: Germany (1 class) 
 
Martin, Philip L. “Germany: Managing Migration in the 21st Century,” HMO, pp. 224-250. 
 
Commentary: Dietrich Thrandhart, HMO pp. 251-255.  
 
BBC News. “Merkel says German multicultural society has failed,” pp. 1-2. Available on Webcourses. 
 
Lindsey, Daryl. “The New Germans,” pp. 1-7. Spiegel Online. Available on Webcourses. 
 
October 8: Japan and South Korea (1 class) 
 
Chung, Erin. “Immigration Control and Immigrant Incorporation.” HMO pp. 399-421. 
 
Commentaries: Dietrich Thrandhart, Midori Okabe. CTMH, pp. 422-430. 
 
BBC News. “Japan's trial run for migrant workers,” pp. 1-3. Available on Webcourses. 
 
October 13-15: The Middle East (2 classes) 
 
Kapiszewski, Andrzej. Nationals and Expatriates: Population and Labor Dilemmas of the Gulf Cooperation 
Council States. CHs 1, 3, 4, 7 (pp. 121-124, 133-40, 144-168), 8. Available on Webcourses. 
 
CHM: “Migration in Africa and the Middle East,” pp. 178-183. 
 
October 20: Exam 2 
 


PART III: Causes and Consequences of Immigration 
 


October 22-November 3: Wages, Labor Markets and the Welfare State (4 classes) 
 
CHM: Chapter 10: “Migrants and Minorities in the Labor Force,” pp. 221-244. 
 
Freeman, Gary F. 1986. “Migration and the Political Economy of the Welfare State,” Annals of the 
American Academy of Political and Social Science 485: 51-63. Available on Webcourses. 
 
Hainmueller, Jens, and Michael Hiscox. 2010. “Attitudes toward Highly Skilled and Low-skilled 
Immigration.” American Political Science Review. 104(1): 61-84. Available on Webcourses. 
 
Nell Henderson. Washington Post. “Effect of Immigration on Jobs, Wages Is Difficult for Economists to 
Nail Down,” pp. 1-3. Available on Webcourses. 
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November 5: Regime Type and Immigration (1 class) 
 
NOTE: November 5: Papers due at the beginning of class. 
 
Gary Freeman. “Modes of Immigration Politics in Liberal Democratic States.” International Migration 
Review, pp. 881-902. Available on Webcourses.  
 
Nikola Mirilovic, “The Politics of Immigration: Dictatorship Development and Defense” Comparative 
Politics, pp. 273-292. Available on Webcourses. 
 
November 10-17: Culture and Migrant Integration (3 classes) 
 
CHM Chapter 12: “New Ethnic Minorities and Society,” pp. 264-295. 
 
Huntington, Samuel. 2004. “The Hispanic Challenge.” Foreign Policy. Available on Webcourses. 
 
Luis Fraga and Gary Segura. “Culture Clash? Contesting Notions of American Identity and the Effects of 
Latin American Immigration,” pp. 279-287. Available on Webcourses. 
 
Frank Bean, Susan Brown, and Ruben Rumbaut. “Mexican Immigrant Political and Economic 
Incorporation,” pp. 309-313. Available on Webcourses. 
 
November 19-24:  Migration and Security (2 classes) 


CHM Chapter 9: “Migration, Security and the Debate on Climate Change,” pp. 198-214. 
 
Christopher Rudolph. “Security and the Political Economy of International Migration.” The American 
Political Science Review, pp. 603-620. Available on Webcourses. 


November 26: No class (Thanksgiving) 
 
December 1-3: The European Union and Immigration (2 classes) 
 
Geddes, Andrew. “The European Union: Supranational Governance and the Remaking of European 
Migration Policy and Politics.” HMO, pp. 433-451. 
 
Commentaries: Alexander Betts, Galya Lahav. HMO, 452-461. 
 
Final Exam: Tuesday, December 15, 2015, 1:00 PM – 3:50 PM. Location: PSY 106 (our classroom) 


Note: This syllabus is subject to change at instructor’s discretion if necessary. Changes to the syllabus, if 
any, will be announced in class and the updated syllabus will be posted on Webcourses. 
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INR 4603.A001: International Relations Theory 
 
Instructor: Thomas M. Dolan, thomas.dolan@ucf.edu 
Class Meetings: Tuesday-Thursday, 12:00-1:15, PSY 106 
Office Hours: Tues 1:30-3:00 and Thurs 1:30-4:00, or by appointment at Howard Phillips Hall 302 
Credit: 3 Hours  
 
International Relations Theory examines the dominant explanations of how states interact with one 
another.  Our main focus will be on social scientific theories designed to answer questions about 
historical and contemporary patterns of interaction, with a focus on realist theories, constructivism, 
institutionalism, and domestic politics theories.  The questions addressed will include the likelihood of 
war, alliance partner choices, the risks and benefits of international cooperation, state compliance with 
international law, and the prospects for peace.  Because competing theories sometimes offer different 
answers to these questions, part of our task will involve considering the kinds of tests and evidence 
which we can use to judge the validity of the different theories.   
 
Course Goals 


• Students will become familiar with principles of social science and major theoretical approaches 
to international relations 


• Students will learn how to analyze world politics using international relations theories 
• Students will improve their powers of social scientific analysis 
• Students will improve written and oral communication skills 


 
Please note that none of these goals involve the advancement of anyone’s political or policy opinions 
(including those of the instructor).  While I encourage political activity and the fulfillment of one’s 
citizenship duties outside of the classroom, a political science course is not a proper forum for the airing 
of one’s personal politics. 
 
Course Design 
This course involves a combination of class sessions involving lecture and discussion, directed readings, 
papers, exams, and opportunities for informal discussion during office hours.  Each part serves a 
purpose, be it information transmission and retention, promoting rigorous analysis, or encouraging the 
development of new ideas.  Failing to engage with all parts will diminish the return on your efforts.  For 
this reason, pre-class preparation is essential for this course.  Students are expected to have read and 
considered the assigned material prior to the course, and be prepared to discuss it in class.  I have 
chosen to have you read a mix of texts: there is a textbook, but there are also original scholarly 
theoretical pieces and research pieces.  While scholarly pieces may be more challenging to read, they 
help you better understand how scholars think and argue in a way that textbooks do not. Please 
remember that that the material of the course is delivered in both texts and in-class discussion, which 
means that the texts contain valuable ideas and information which may not be specifically addressed in 
class, and discussions and lectures will go beyond the readings.  You are responsible for understanding 
both, so please be sure to raise questions about things you are unsure about.   As a matter of course, all 
students should plan to review each day the international news in a newspaper of record, like the New 
York Times, Washington Post, LA Times, Le Monde, The Times of London, etc. Neither the USA Today nor 
the Orlando Sentinel count.  
 
  



mailto:thomas.dolan@ucf.edu
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Assignments 
 
First Week Academic Activity  
As of Fall 2014, all faculty members are required to document students' academic activity at the 
beginning of each course. In order to document that you began this course, please complete the week 1  
academic activity by 5 PM on 16 January, or as soon as possible after adding the course. Failure to do so 
will result in a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid.  To complete the assignment (it’s simple, 
based on the first reading), go to the webcourses webpage, select quizzes, and complete the 1-question 
quiz. 
 
Homework papers (6):  20% of grade  
Each accounts for 4%, with lowest grade dropped. 
Due on indicated dates (see schedule) 
1 page, but follow specific assignment instructions. 
 
Midterm: 20%, 8 October 
In-class; multiple choice and essay. 
 
Term Paper: 25% Due 19 November 
Using ideas and arguments from the course, make a theory that relates two variables.  Test your theory 
using a case study drawn from contemporary world politics or OLS regression on data from an existing 
dataset. 
 
Final Exam: 25%. 10 December at 10:00 AM 
In the classroom.  Cumulative. Multiple choice and essay. 
 
Class Preparation and Participation: 10% 
Your active participation in class is necessary if this class is to be a successful learning experience.  This 
means you must come in having read the assignments and join in the class-room discussion of them, 
making evident that you have read and thought about them. While attendance is not graded as such, 
excessive truancy can affect this grade, since you are unable to participate when absent.   
 
Assignments are to be turned in by class time on the day they are due.  They should be in hardcopy unless 
unforeseen circumstances prevent printing them in or handing them in a timely manner. For every 24 
hours that pass thereafter, 5% of credit is lost, to a maximum of 40% lost.   
Exams are to be sat at the date and time specified, unless prior approval has been given or a doctor’s 
excuse is submitted at the next attended class meeting. Exams should generally be taken within 1 week 
of the general administration of the exam. 
 
Grades 
Grades are assigned to both individual pieces of work and cumulatively.  The grade scale I use for both is 
below (note that “g” refers to the numerical grade you receive).  I do not usually curve grades, but 
reserve the right to do so if I deem it necessary.  All material is graded on its own terms, rather than 
through comparison with other students’ work. For the cumulative grades, I do not round: what you get 
is what you get. 
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100>g≥93: A 90>g≥88: B+ 80>g≥78: C+ 70>g≥68: D+ 60>g: E 
 88>g≥83: B 78>g≥73: C 68>g≥63: D  
93>g≥90: A- 83>g≥80: B 73>g≥70: C- 63>g≥60: D  


 
As reflected in the UCF creed, integrity and scholarship are core values that should guide our conduct 
and decisions as members of the UCF community. Plagiarism and cheating contradict these values, and 
so are very serious academic offenses. Penalties can include a failing grade in an assignment or in the 
course, or suspension or expulsion from the university. Students are expected to familiarize themselves 
with and follow the University’s Rules of Conduct (see http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/). 
 
Plagiarism and Cheating of any kind on an examination, quiz, or assignment will result at least in an "F" 
for that assignment (and may, depending on the severity of the case, lead to an "F" for the entire 
course) and may be subject to appropriate referral to the Office of Student Conduct for further action. 
See the UCF Golden Rule for further information. I will assume for this course that you will adhere to the 
academic creed of this University and will maintain the highest standards of academic integrity. In other 
words, don't cheat by giving answers to others or taking them from anyone else. I will also adhere to the 
highest standards of academic integrity, so please do not ask me to change (or expect me to change) 
your grade illegitimately or to bend or break rules for one person that will not apply to everyone.  
 
Accessibility 
If anyone believes the design of this course poses barriers to effectively participating and/or 
demonstrating learning in this course, please meet with me (with or without a Student 
Disability Services (SDS) accommodation letter) to discuss reasonable options or adjustments. 
During our discussion, I may suggest the possibility/necessity of your contacting SDS (Ferrell 
Commons 185; 407-823-2371; sds@ucf.edu) to talk about academic accommodations. You are 
welcome to talk to me at any point in the semester about course design concerns, but it is 
always best if we can talk at least one week prior to the need for any modifications. 
 
Changes to the Syllabus: 
In the event that there is a need for there to be any changes to the syllabus, an e-mail will be sent to all 
students’ knights-mail accounts (as maintained by the registrar), and will be mentioned in class 
meetings.  Changes become effective immediately after their mention in class, or the sending of the e-
mail. 
 
Cancellation of Class: In the event that the instructor needs to cancel class, an e-mail will be sent to all 
students’ knights-mail accounts (as maintained by the registrar) prior to class time. 
 
Readings  
You should purchase Tim Dunne et al.’s International Relations: Discipline and Diversity.  It is available in 
the bookstore and from a variety of online vendors. The remainder of the readings (or links to them) will 
be available on-line at the webcourses@ucf website. 
*In addition, you will need a bag of M&M’s or Reece’s Pieces for 12 November 
 
  



http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/
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Course Schedule 
 
25 August 
Introduction 
Dunne, Chapter 1 
 
27 August 
What are states?  
Selection from Weber 
Selection from Wendt 
 
1 September 
Should We Focus on States? 
Wolfors, Discord and Collaboration, Ch. 1. 
Selection from Allison and Zelikow, Essence of Decision 
 
3 September: Football Game, class Canceled.   
 
8 September: Homework 1 Due 
What do States Want? Power? Security?  
Selection from Morgenthau, Politics Among Nations 
Wolfors, “National Security as an Ambiguous Symbol” 
Selection from Schweller, Deadly Imbalances 
 
Section 2: The Field of Interaction 
 
10 September 
Geography and Geopolitics 
Mahan, The Influence of Sea-Power on History, Chapters 1 and 2. 
 
15 September: Homework 2 Due 
Anarchy  
Waltz, THIP, Chapter 6. 
Alexander Wendt, “Anarchy is What States Make of It,” International Organization, 1992 
Recommended 
Selection from Hedley Bull, The Anarchical Society 
 
17 September 
Or, Hierarchy? 
David Lake, “Escape from the State of Nature,” International Security, 2007. 
Recommended: 
Selection from Gilpin, War and Change in World Politics 
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Major Theories of International Relations 
 
22 September 
Realisms 
Dunne, Chapter 3-4 
 
24 September: Homework 3 Due 
Hegemonic Stability Theory, (aka Power Transition Theory) AND Institutionalism   
Selection from Dicicco and Levy, “The Power Transition Research Program,” 
Dunne, Chapter 6 
 
29 September 
Institutionalism and State Cooperation  
Dunne, Chapter 6 
 
1 October 
Constructivism  
Dunne Chapter 9 
 
6 October 
Liberalism: A State Preferences and Characteristics-based Theory 
Andrew Moravcsik, “Taking Preferences Seriously: A Liberal Theory of International Politics,” IO, 1997. 
Recommended:  
Dunne, Chapter 5 
 
8 October: Midterm Exam 
 
War in International Relations 
 
13 October 
Polarity and the Probability of War 
Selection from Waltz, THIP 
 
15 October 
War and Bandwagoning?  
Randall Schweller, “Bandwagoning for Profit: Bringing the Revisionist State Back in,” International 
Security, 1994 
 
20 October 
Testing Polarity 
*Assuming good weather, be prepared to play tug of war outside. 
 
22 October: Homework 4 Due 
Hegemonic Theories of War 
Selection 2 from Gilpin, War and Change 
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27 October 
Economics and War 
Ed Mansfield and Jon Pevehouse, “Trade Blocks, Trade Flows, and International Conflict,” International 
Organization, 2000 
 
29 October 
Rules in War? 
Nina Tannenwald, “The Nuclear Taboo,” International Organization, 1999 
Recommended:  
Thomas Dolan, “Unthinkable and Tragic,” International Organization, 2013 
 
Alliances  
 
3 November: Homework 5 Due 
Picking Partners, I 
Victor Cha, “Powerplay Origins of the US Alliance System in Asia,” International Security, 34:3, Winter 
2009/2010  
Recommended 
Brett V. Benson, 2011, Unpacking Alliances: Deterrent and Compellent Alliances and Their Relationship 
with Conflict, 1816–2000, Journal of Politics 73:4 1111-1127. 
 
5 November 
Breaking Up 
Brett Ashley Leeds and Burcu Savun, “Terminating Alliances,” Journal of Politics, 2007 
Be sure to bring a paper or digital copy of the article with you to class to reference.  
 
Cooperation 
 
10 November: Homework 6 Due 
Cooperation and its Problems 
Charles Kindleberger, “Dominance and Leadership in the International Economy: Exploitation, Public 
Goods, and Free Rides,” International Studies Quarterly, 1981. 
Robert Keohane, After Hegemony, selection.  
 
12 November 
Evolving Cooperation?  
Kenneth Oye, “Cooperation Under Anarchy,” World Politics, 1985 
Bring a Prisoners’ Dilemma Strategy and a bag of M & M’s (or Reece’s Pieces) 
 
17 November 
Two-Level Games in Cooperation  
Robert Putnam, “Diplomacy and Domestic Politics: The Logic of Two Level Games,” IO, 1988 
Michael Hiscox, “Class Versus Industry Cleavages,” International Organization, 2001. 
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19 November 
TERM PAPER DUE 
International Law  
Harold Koh, “Why Do Nations Obey International Law? Yale Law Journal,  
Recommended 
Kowert and Legro, “Norms, Identity, and their Limits,” in Culture of National Security, 1998 
John Mearsheimer, “False Promise of International Institutions,” International Security, 1994 
 
Peace 
 
24 November 
Realist and Liberal Theories of Peace 
Selection from Edward Gulick, Europe’s Classical Balance of Power.  
Zeev Maoz and Bruce Russett, “Normative and Structural Causes of Democratic Peace, 1946-1986,” 
APSR, 1994 
 
26 November: Thanksgiving, No Class 
 
1 December  
Peace through Integration  
Selection from Karl W. Deutsch, Political Community and the North Atlantic Area 
Selection from David Mitrany, A Working Peace System 
 
3 December  
Normative theories 
Dunne, Chapter 8, 10, 12 
Recommended 
Dunne, Chapter 2 
 
10 December: Final Exam, 10:00 AM.  








POS 4604 Fall 2015 Syllabus 
Page 1 of 7 


AMERICAN CONSTITUTIONAL LAW II 
POS 4604 
FALL 2015 


 
ADJUNCT PROFESSOR JONATHAN SUH, ESQ. 


 
GENERAL INFORMATION 


 
(1) Office Location & Office Hours: 
 


I do not maintain a UCF-office location.  All messages should be referred either through the 
Political Science Department; via email to jonathan.suh@ucf.edu. Appointments can be scheduled via 
email. Please, no need for any formalities, as I am not a professor – feel free to address me by Jon or 
Jonathan. 
 
(2) Required Texts: 
 


Constitutional Law for a Changing America: Rights & Liberties, by Lee Epstein & Thomas G. 
Walker (8th Edition) – including any supplemental card that allows for online access for recent case law. 
If any cases cannot be found in-text, they are either easily found via the interwebs or their locations are 
mentioned herein. 
 


Constitution of the United States of America 
 
(3) Optional Texts: 
 


Additional readings will be announced and/or distributed in class.  In particular, these readings 
will focus on rulings from the most recent Supreme Court term(s), and articles regarding civil rights 
and liberties. 
 
(4) Grading System: 
 
 Mini-Exam:  10% 
 Mid-Term Essay Examination:  30% 
 Final Examination:  40% 
 Class Participation and Attendance:  20% 
 


Please note the potential significance of classroom attendance and participation.  Ultimately, 
20% of the overall course grade will rely upon these factors.  Therefore, it is highly recommended that 
serious effort be dedicated to participating in any and all interactive review of reading assignments, 
and in-class discussion topics.  I am serious – your final grade will be impacted by your class 
participation or lack thereof. 
 


It is expected that every assigned case will be properly briefed prior to class.  Students will be 
properly briefed prior to class.  Students may be randomly selected to discuss various cases, or may be 
given advance notice to present a case to the rest of the class. This class is not meant to replicate the 
exact trauma depicted in Scott Turow’s classic “1L,” but a small dosage of uncertainty may be healthy. 
You may choose to complete such on large index cards, divided into the following sections: 
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(a)  Case Name and Year; 
(b)  Name of the Supreme Court Justice authoring the Opinion of the Court; 
(c)  Facts; 
(d)  Issues; 
(e)  Holding(s); 
(f)  Rationale; 
(g)  Significant Concurrences and/or Dissents. 
 
Trust me:  your case brief should not exceed the space provided on the large index care. 
 


There will be three (3) examinations:  a mini-exam (multiple choice); a mid-term exam; and a 
final exam.  It is anticipated that this method is consistent with a scheme adopted by law school 
professors.  Similarly, the mid-term and final exams will likely be entirely essay.  The final exam will 
incorporate not only subjects from the second half of the course, but potentially earlier course 
principles. Critical thinking skills are key to success in this course. 
 


I do award grades based upon a +/- scale. However, I do so in a way that I believe will benefit 
the individual student. I will generally award plus (+) grades (e.g., B+, C+), when students meet those 
particular averages. I will only give minus (-) grades when a student falls (by perhaps a few-tenths of a 
percentage point) to the next lower grade but perhaps merits consideration for something more. For 
example, if a student averages 79.8 for his/her course grade, I am willing to consider ‘bumping’ the 
grade up from a C+ to a B-. Grades during the semester will be given in class. Your final grade will be 
posted through traditional means. 
 
(5) Make-up Exam Policy: 
 
 Students will not be allowed to make-up any exams without my prior permission. 
 


COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 


Constitutional law addresses the contents of the U.S. Constitution and the interpretation of 
those contents.  We will look at civil rights and liberties, including issues pertaining to incorporation 
doctrine, freedom of speech, civil rights practices and voting rights. Over the past 225 years, the 
constitutional doctrines encompassing these fundamental rights and protections have evolved 
dramatically.  We will be discussing the underlying principles of these doctrines, and the paths taken to 
their current incarnations. 
 


This course is primarily for the beginning or intermediate student in constitutional law. 
 


How does constitutional law relate to the study of political science? You will tell me, and the 
student shall become the teacher. 
 


Alexis de Tocqueville:  “Scarcely any political question arises in the United States that 
is not resolved, sooner or later, into a judicial question.”  Democracy in America, 
Phillips Bradley ed. (New York:  Vintage 1945), V. 1: 290. 
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COURSE OBJECTIVES 
 


The objective of this course is to introduce you to the important role that the United States 
Constitution has in orienting American politics and governance.  With this end in mind, we will explore 
the Constitution, particularly under the First, Ninth, Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendments, the 
various interpretations of the rights and liberties subsumed under these Amendments, and the 
continuing role of the judiciary in constitutional application.  The focus of this course is more than the 
memorization of cases and constitutional principles.  Hopefully, this class will contribute to the 
development of your analytical and reasoning skills; the strengthening of your reading comprehension; 
the expansion of your vocabulary and verbal expression; the improvement of your writing skills; and 
the heightening of your personal expectations and discipline. 


 
TENTATIVE COURSE OUTLINE 


** Cases Listed Are Not All-Inclusive ** 
** Scheduling is Subject to Change at Professor’s Sole Discretion ** 


 
Thursday, August 27 
 


 Introduction to Civil Rights & Liberties U.S. Constitution 
 Chapter 3 - Incorporation of the Bill of Rights p. 66-86 


o Barron v. Baltimore 
o Hurtado v. California 
o Palko v. Connecticut 
o Duncan v. Louisiana 


 
Thursday, September 3 
 


Class Cancelled Due to Handegg 
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Thursday, September 10 
 
Civil Rights p. 603-610 
 


Chapter 13 - Discrimination 
 


 RACE DISCRIMINATION p. 611-651 
o Plessy v. Ferguson 
o Sweatt v. Painter 
o Brown v. Board of Education 
o Swann v. Charlotte-Mecklenburg Board of Education 
o Parents Involved in Community Schools v. Seattle School District  No. 1 
o Loving v. Virginia 
o Shelley v. Kraemer 
o Burton v. Wilmington Parking Authority 
o Moose Lodge v. Irvis 


 
Thursday, September 17 
 
The ‘Am I Getting It’ Mini-Exam 
 


 SEX DISCRIMINATION p. 652-671  
o Reed v. Reed 
o Frontiero v. Richardson 
o Craig v. Boren 
o United States v. Virginia 
o Rostker v. Goldberg 


  
 SEXUAL ORIENTATION DISCRIMINATION p. 671-677 


o Romer v. Evans 
 


 OTHER FORMS OF DISCRIMINATION p.678-689 
o San Antonio Independent School District v. Rodriguez 
o Plyler v. Doe 
o Saenz v. Roe, located at http://www.law.cornell.edu/supct/html/98-


97.ZS.html. 
 
Thursday, September 24 


 
Chapter 10 - Right to Privacy p. 397-454 
 


 Griswold v. Connecticut 
 Roe v. Wade 
 Planned Parenthood of Southeastern Pennsylvania v. Casey 
 Lawrence v. Texas 
 Cruzan v. Director, Missouri Department of Health 


 
Thursday, October 1 
 
Chapter 7 – Obscenity p. 343-362; Chapter 8: p. 371-386 
 


 Roth v. United States 
 Miller v. California 
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 New York v. Ferber 
 Ashcroft v. Free Speech Coalition 
 Reno v. American Civil Liberties Union 
 United States v. Williams 
 United States v. Stevens, located at  


http://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/09pdf/08-769.pdf 
 
Thursday, October 8 
 
Chapter 5 - Freedom of Speech, Assembly & Association p. 197-233 


 
 Schenck v. United States 
 Abrams v. United States 
 Gitlow v. New York 
 Dennis v. United States 
 Brandenburg v. Ohio 
 United States v. O’Brien 


 
Thursday, October 15 
 
Mid-Term Essay Examination (Due Date:  Via Email October 29, 2015, by 6PM) 
 


 REVIEW SESSION 
 


Chapter 5 - Freedom of Speech, Assembly & Association (cont.) p. 234-267 
 


 Texas v. Johnson 
 Chaplinsky v. New Hampshire 
 Cohen v. California 
 Hill v. Colorado 
 R.A.V. v. City of St. Paul 
 Snyder v. Phelps 
 Tinker v. Des Moines Independent Community School District 


 
Thursday, October 22 
 
Chapter 5 - Freedom of Speech, Assembly & Association (cont.) p. 267-297 
 


 Morse v. Frederick 
 West Virginia State Board of Education v. Barnette 
 Rumsfeld v. Forum for Academic & Institutional Rights, Inc. 
 Bates v. State Bar of Arizona 
 Central Hudson Gas & Electric Corp. v. Public Service Commission of N.Y. 
 Boy Scouts of America v. Dale 


 
Thursday, October 29 
 
Chapter 4 - Free Exercise of Religion p. 87-128 
 


 Cantwell v. Connecticut 
 Sherbert v. Verner 
 Wisconsin v. Yoder 
 Employment Division, Department of Human Resources of Oregon v. Smith 
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 City of Boerne v. Flores 
 Gonzales v. O Centro Espirita Beneficente Uniao do Vegetal, located at 


http://www.supremecourtus.gov/opinions/05pdf/04-1084.pdf 
 
Thursday, November 5 
 
Chapter 9 – The Right to Keep and Bear Arms p. 387-396 
 


 District of Columbia v. Heller 
 McDonald v. City of Chicago, located at: 


http://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/09pdf/08-1521.pdf 
 


Thursday, November 12 
 
Chapter 13 - Discrimination cont. p. 689 - 719 
 


 Regents of the University of California v. Bakke 
 Adarand Constructors, Inc. v. Pena 
 Grutter v. Bollinger 


 
Thursday, November 19 
 
CATCH-UP DAY/ADDITIONAL TOPICS 
 
RECENT SUPREME COURT CASE DISCUSSION 
(to be announced) 


 
Thursday, November 26 
 


TURKEY DAY! 
 
Final Essay Examination (Due Via Email December 12, 2015, at 6:00PM) 


 
Thursday, December 5 


 
 LAST DAY OF CLASS 
  
 Pre-Final Q&A and In-Class Review 
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FINAL COURSE NOTES: 
 


I AM REASSURING YOU OF MY REASONABLE AVAILABILITY THROUGHOUT THE SEMESTER. 
PLEASE TAKE THE INTIATIVE TO ASK QUESTIONS AND SEEK ASSISTANCE REGARDING ANY 
CONCERNS OR ISSUES. THIS COURSE IS ABOUT SELF-RESPONSIBILITY AND LEARNING TO EXERCISE 
CRITICAL THINKING AND ADVANCED WRITING SKILLS. PLUS, I DO NOT READ MINDS. 
 


THERE IS NO GRADE NEGOTIATION. EACH PAPER IS FAIRLY AND INDEPENDENTLY 
ASSESSED. 
 


THERE IS EXTRA CREDIT. THE EXTRA CREDIT WILL BE AWARDED FOR ALL EXAMS WITH ME 
DECLARING TO WHICH EXAM ANY EXTRA CREDIT WILL BE ASSIGNED.  ACTUAL PROOF IS REQUIRED 
IN ORDER TO AWARD SUCH EXTRA CREDIT. THIS SEMESTER, EXTRA CREDIT WILL BE APPLIED AS 
FOLLOWS: 
 


 BLOOD DONATION OR FOUR (4) HOURS OF APPROVED, NON-POLITICAL, COMMUNITY 
SERVICE WORK – 5 POINTS; 


 WRITTEN REVIEW OF HBO’S SHOW ME A HERO; 
 POTENTIALLY, ATTENDANCE AT A CAMPUS EVENT(S) TO BE LATER DESIGNATED – 5 POINTS; 


AND  
 PROOF OF READING 


o Devil in the Grove, by Gilbert King 
o The Brethren: Inside the Supreme Court, by Bob Woodward 
o The New Jim Crow, by Michelle Alexander 
o 1L, by Scott Turow 
o Capitalism and Freedom, by Milton Friedman 


 
PROOF MAY BE SUBMITTED BY A SHORT, BUT DETAILED BOOK REPORT. OTHER BOOKS 


MAY BE ADDED. 10 POINTS. I WILL CHECK ALL SUBMISSIONS AGAINST AMAZON REVIEWS AND 
WIKIPEDIA PAGES FOR PLAGIARISM (PLEASE DON’T DO THIS – THESE BOOKS ARE RECOMMENDED 
FOR A REASON.)  
 


I WILL AWARD NO MORE THAN 10 POINTS OF EXTRA CREDIT PER EXAM.  EXTRA CREDIT IS 
PROVIDED IN LIEU OF A GRADE CURVE. I HIGHLY RECOMMEND DOING THE EXTRA CREDIT – IT IS 
EASY AND IT HELPS. A LOT. 
 


THE SCHEDULE, SYLLABUS, AND DIRECTION OF THE COURSE MAY CHANGE AT ANY TIME. 
ANY CHANGES TO THE SCHEDULE WILL BE COMMUNICATED TO YOU AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 
 


LASTLY, I’M GLAD YOU’VE DECIDED TO ENROLL IN THIS CLASS. EVENING CLASSES AREN’T 
EASY FOR ANYONE, BUT I’LL DO MY BEST TO MAKE SURE YOUR TIME IS WELL-SPENT. 


 








POLITICAL SCIENCE 4284 
JUDICIAL PROCESS AND POLITICS 


 
Department of Political Science 


University of Central Florida 
 


Fall 2015 
 


 
Class Time and Place: MWF 10:30-11:20 (PSY 106)  Office Hours: TR, 09:30-11:00 


                          W, 2:00-3:00 or by appointment 


Professor: Dr. Drew Lanier  


Office: Phillips Hall 302 Credit Hours: three (3) 


Phone: (407) 823-3753 [direct dial] or 823-2608 
[main number] 


 


Email: drew.lanier@ucf.edu "There is hardly a political question in the United 
States which does not sooner or later turn into a 
judicial one." 


 
Alexis de Tocqueville, Democracy in America (1848) 


 


Tocqueville's observation remains apt today. Courts decide such issues as abortion, flag burning, 
death penalty, drug testing, criminal rights and free expression. The judiciary plays an important role in 
American life, making it an exciting branch of government to study. Witness the center-stage role that the 
U.S. Supreme Court played in a number of key cases last term, including the health care reform law. 


 
Judicial Process and Politics examines the role of the judiciary in American society. In this course, we 


will primarily be concerned with the process of law, rather than the product of legal processes. The law is not 
simply a collection of outcomes, policies, decisions and decrees. Law is also a method for transforming 
contentious issues into enforced solutions. But this process is far from simple or mechanical. Abstract rules 
and general principles provide some guidance in this transformation of contentiousness, but social norms, 
broader public understanding, and strategies of legal interpretation also play a role in this process. 


 
A number of important questions will concern us throughout this course. Beyond understanding the 


mechanics of how courts function, the players who are involved and their role in society, we want to form 
opinions on how the judicial process ought to function. How should judges interpret decisions? How should 
the Supreme Court decide cases? If the current process is flawed, then what should replace it? 


 
This course provides information so that you will be able to form your own responses to those 


questions. Political scientists often do not agree on how those queries should be answered; this course will 
present some of their theories. Then you will evaluate the merits of any particular answer compared to other 
possibilities. 


 
Web Resources 


 


Canvas Site 
 


The Course has a Canvas site associated with it. It is an innovative technology that allows the students to 
interact with each other, post messages to a common bulletin board, take quizzes, and many other tasks that 
facilitate comprehension of the course material and collaborative learning among the course's students in a 
student-centered context. This site, however, is a password-protected domain. A more thorough discussion of 
this course tool as well as how to navigate through it will be offered in class. Navigate to it via your my.ucf.edu 
login, find the course in the Online Course Tools Tab and the Webcourses@UCF Pagelet and then enter your 
PID and password. 



mailto:drew.lanier@ucf.edu

http://my.ucf.edu/





POS 4284 Syllabus (Judicial Process and Politics) - Fall 2015 - Page 2 
 


 


Course Goals 
 


The most fundamental goal of this course is to enhance and improve your critical thinking skills. The ability to 
critically analyze concepts or programs and then present your conclusions and criticisms well will be one of 
the most valuable skills you learn at the University. The subject matter on which you will practice these critical 
thinking skills will be the judicial process. In order to effectively develop your analytic abilities, you will find 
that you need a great deal of specific knowledge about the judiciary. This course will, in part, fill that gap. 
Specifically, you should learn the following from this course: 


 
1. How various actors interact in the legal process, including jurors, lawyers and lower court and appellate 


judges. 
 


2. How the Supreme Court makes decisions, beginning from the certiorari process and continuing to the 
final decision. 


 
Finally, you will gain an awareness of the pervasiveness of politics, as we will come to know it, even in the 
judicial branch. 


 
Required Books 


 


American Political Science Association, Committee on Publications.  2006.  Style Manual for Political 
Science.  Rev. ed. Washington, DC:  APSA (ISBN 1-87814-733-1).  [Title is out of print but a copy will 
be uploaded to the Canvas Reserve Discussion Board topic]. 


 
Kirszner, Laurie G., and Stephen R. Mandell.  2013.  The Brief Wadsworth Handbook.  7th ed. Boston: 


Thomson/Wadsworth (ISBN 1-111-83303-6). 
 
Neubauer, David W., and Stephen S. Meinhold.  2012. Judicial Process: Law, Courts, and Politics in the 


United States.  6th ed. Belmont, CA: Thomson/Wadsworth (ISBN 978-1-1111-35756-6).  [hereafter 
“N&M”]. 


Stern, Gerald M. 2008. The Buffalo Creek Disaster. 2d ed. New York: Vintage Books (ISBN 0-307-38849-0). 


Turow, Scott.  1977.  One L: The Turbulent True Story of a First Year at Harvard Law School.  New York: 
Warner Books (ISBN 0-446-67378-1). 


 
Optional Books 


 


Strunk, William, Jr., and E.B. White. 2000.  The Elements of Style.  4th ed.  New York:  Longman (ISBN 0- 
205-30902-X). 


 
Required Materials 


 


In addition, students must purchase a pack of scantrons (Form No. 209161), which are strawberry in 
color and bear the UCF logo. These will be used during the three exams administered across the term. No 
other form is acceptable. If you nevertheless attempt to submit an exam with another form of scantron, your 
exam WILL BE REFUSED.  This is a course requirement as the UCF Test Scoring Center will accept no 
other form. 


 
GRADING 


 
Exams (300 points) 


 
Each of the three exams in the course is worth 100 points. Although they are each non- 


comprehensive, they will be composed entirely of very challenging multiple choice items. They will seek to 
test your understanding of both factual and conceptual ideas in a tightly controlled timed environment. 
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Internet Assignments (100 points (5 @ 20 points each)) 
 


In addition to the in-class tests and quizzes, you are required to complete four Internet assignments 
across the term. Do not put these off until the last minute. You should do them as they are assigned, since 
you cannot control for the internet being down, or the site that you must access being temporarily 
unavailable. I will have little sympathy for you if this circumstance befalls you and you are unable to turn-in 
your assignment.  Assignments do not count until they are RECEIVED, not sent. I customarily send a brief 
email message indicating its receipt if you submit it to me via email. IF YOU DO NOT RECEIVE SUCH A 
MESSAGE, THE ASSIGNMENT HAS NOT BEEN RECEIVED AND YOU WILL NOT RECEIVE FULL 
CREDIT FOR THE ASSIGNMENT.  In that case, contact me by other means (such as the telephone) to 
determine if I have received the assignment. If not, resubmit it ASAP.  Computers seem to know when 
humans are working on deadlines and will maniacally crash as the deadline approaches. Thus:  DO NOT 
WAIT UNTIL THE LAST MINUTE TO COMPLETE YOUR ASSIGNMENT.  If you come to me with an exotic 
tale of woe about your not having turned in your assignment on time, I will nod relatively sympathetically and 
point to this warning. 


 
These assignments are designed to make you more familiar with the Internet and the sites relevant to 


the study of the American judiciary. They are due at THE BEGINNING OF CLASS (10:30 pm) for each of the 
due dates. I PENALIZE LATE ASSIGNMENTS ONE LETTER GRADE PER DAY LATE, OR PART 
THEREOF.  THUS, IF YOUR ASSIGNMENT IS SUBMITTED FIVE MINUTES LATE, FOR EXAMPLE, YOU 
WILL HAVE A FULL DAY’S POINTS REDUCED FROM YOUR EARNED GRADE. 


 
Furthermore, note the following rules regarding the internet assignments: 


 
• You may NOT use Wikipedia (or its variants) as any source in your internet assignments. Doing 


so will substantially reduce your grade, even to an “F.” 
 


• You must follow APSA style when composing your internet assignments. Failure to do so will 
result in at least one letter grade reduction of the grade earned. 


 
• Double space between paragraphs, even in a document that is otherwise single-spaced. 


 
• Provide in-text citations to the SPECIFIC SOURCE FROM WHICH YOU ARE TAKING THE 


INFORMATION. Otherwise, the reader does not know to what source you attribute your 
information.  Failure to do so will result in a least a one letter grade reduction in the grade earned. 
See the APSA Style Manual for examples. 


 
• Case names must be italicized as per the APSA Style Manual. 


 
• Attaching printouts to an internet assignment does not magically satisfy the cite and 


reference requirements of APSA style. 
 
Class Participation (50 points) 


 
Since most of you would like to go to law school someday, class topics are discussed using the 


Socratic Method typical of most law schools. You are expected to very carefully read and prepare for 
discussions.  Class attendance is not mandatory. However, to insure that the class participation part of your 
grade accurately reflects your attendance, I pass around a sign-up sheet at the beginning of each class. This 
information is solely for the purpose of knowing whether you regularly attended class, even if you are not 
frequently called on to answer questions. In the event that your grade is "borderline" at the end of the 
semester, students who have regularly attended throughout the semester may be given the benefit of the 
doubt and assigned a higher final course letter grade. Students who regularly miss class will find that their 
course grades are adversely affected. 


 
Daily Survey (50 points) 


 
You should become familiar with all of your colleagues, even those who do not speak during every 


class. Your usage of the Canvas tool will be assessed at the end of the term to distribute this portion of the 
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course grade. Specific assignments for you will be posted on the Canvas site. You, thus, must check the site regularly. I 
WILL remove assignments after they have been posted for a significant period, thereby preventing you from completing 
the assignment if you wait until the last minute. Once again, don’t allow yourself to get into that bind! It is made a 
component of the course so as to facilitate communication between you as members of the class. Of the 50 points 
available for this component of the course, all of them are 
earned based on the proportion of surveys that you complete across the term. 


 
The following are regulations regarding the daily surveys that must be followed: 


 
• If you do not attend class on a particular day FOR ANY REASON IMAGINABLE, you may NOT complete 


the survey for that day as you cannot logically answer the questions posed. If you nevertheless attempt to 
do so, I will mark it as if you did not. 


 
• Failing to complete even a small number of the daily surveys will negatively affect your final course grade. 


Ignoring them is dangerous to your understanding (and your final course grade). 
 


• Daily Survey responses are due by 08:30 am of the following lecture day. If we have lecture on Monday, for example, 
the survey for that class is due by the following Wednesday at 08:30 am.  Days on which we have tests scheduled or 
days on which there is a University holiday are not “lecture days.”  Hence, there is no survey due for those days 
particularly.   


 
• Be honest and forthcoming in your responses as they are designed to deepen your understanding of the 


course content and its significance. 
 


• After the due date for the Surveys has passed, I will collate and collect the most pertinent and relevant questions 
and read answers to them in class for the entire class to consider and from which to benefit. They are good ways 
to prepare for the exams, and not “busy work.” Use them for your benefit. Ignore them at your own peril. 


 
• If you have already answered the Survey for the day, Canvas will not allow you to complete the Survey again. 


 
• Do NOT send blank responses through for the Survey. Repeated violation of this rule will result in the entire 


class’s being required to send survey responses to me through my UCF email account.  Past classes have, 
sadly, tested me on this requirement. Please do not make me implement this requirement. 


 
Best Allies 


 
The professor is not your friend.  He cannot be your friend, as he is charged with the weighty responsibility of 


assessing your understanding of the course material and work in an objective manner.  He may act in a courteous, 
kind and helpful manner, but do not mistake that for friendship or laxness. 


 
You will find that your colleagues have similar backgrounds and experiences and that they can be your best 


allies in making it through this course, just as you will discover in later life. 
 
Course Point Allocation 


 
Component Weight 


Exam I 100 Points 
Exam II 100 Points 
Exam III 100 Points 
Internet Assgn. 100 Points 
Daily Survey 50 Points 
Class Participation 50 Points 
TOTAL 500 Points 
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Grading Scale (as a Percentage of Total Points) 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


       
 


In calculating averages, the only rounding will be up from 0.5 below the grade required in the professor’s sole 
professional discretion. For example, 89.5 may earn an "A-," 79.5 may earn a "B-," and so on. I give you the 
opportunity to earn extra credit points all semester long. Do not expect that I will give you any more points 
at the end of the term. I interpret this clause very stringently. 


 
COURSE POLICIES 


 
There are several points you should note. 
 
 Laptops and Audiotaping 


 
I prohibit the use of laptops (and other similar electronic devices, such as iPads and e-readers) in class.  Such 


devices, while useful in some contexts, represent a barrier between professor and student and actually may make student 
understanding more difficult as students are transformed from learners into typists.  Also, other students’ use of laptops 
may represent a distraction from lecture and class discussion.  If you have concerns about this policy, please see me. 
 
 If you have disabilities regarding handwriting notes, I encourage you to tape record the lectures, which is allowed.  
Students who miss class should see me before requesting your notes, and the student who has missed must make all 
reasonable accommodations to meet your scheduling limitations for conducting the exchange.  The student providing the 
notes is not responsible for providing any materials and should not incur any expenses associated with the exchange.  
Students providing the notes are not required to provide notes for more than three (3) lecture periods that have been 
missed.  If you feel that you are being coerced about providing your notes to someone who is not attending class, please 
see me immediately.  I reserve the right to revoke the privilege of using the above devices.  
 


No Excuses 
 


First, this class operates under a "No-Excuse" policy. It is incumbent upon you to be responsible for the notes 
given in the unlikely event that you miss class. If you miss class, you NEED NOT inform me about it. If you do inform 
me of your impending absence, you are NOT thereby immunized from the terms of the syllabus.  Because this course 
is an upper division class, you will quickly learn that if you intend to pass, you should plan on regularly           
attending class, keeping up with the lecture, and completing the assignments as they are given. 


 
Seating Chart 


 
Second, shortly after the course begins, I send around a seating chart to facilitate the professor’s learning 


student names and the Socratic method. Please decide where you would like to sit within the first few days of class. 
If you have vision difficulties, please situate yourself accordingly, as I use the visual display extensively. 


 
Accommodations for Physically Challenged Students 


 
Third, if you are physically challenged, every attempt is made to accommodate your learning needs. See me 


by the end of the first week of class so that we can make appropriate arrangements. This class operates in 
accordance with the Office of Student Disability Services here at the University and federal guidelines governing the 
Americans with Disabilities Act (1990). 


GRADE PERCENTAGE 
A 90-100 
B+ 89-87 
B 86-80 
C+ 79-77 
C 70-76 
D+ 69-67 
D 60-66 
F 59 and below 
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Plagiarism and Cheating: Don’t Let it Happen to You! 
 


Fourth, please consult the policy regarding plagiarism and cheating which is attached. Each of you must 
review the University policy on the penalties for plagiarism. Almost every semester, one or more students 
appropriate(s) the published work of someone else, and I have had the unfortunate responsibility of failing those 
students and seeking disciplinary action against them. You are on notice that I have failed students because they 
decided to risk their academic careers by choosing the easy way out. 


 
Conceptual Understanding Key 


 
Fifth, this is an upper division course with correspondent responsibilities for you. I expect that you will devote 


at least 15 hours per week outside of class for this course alone studying, reading, and meeting with other 
students to discuss and review the course material.  This is a difficult course. If you are not at least a Junior, you 
should seriously consider withdrawing from the course and taking it once you attain that status.  Former students 
who did not heed this warning received a much lower than expected final course grade. 


 
Socratic Method as a Pedagogical Modality 


 
Sixth, class topics are discussed using the Socratic Method. This means that you are expected to answer 


questions about the text and material that we have covered in class AND TO HAVE THOUGHT ABOUT ITS 
IMPLICATIONS. You will quickly learn that one of my favorite questions is, "what does that mean?." You are 
expected to read and prepare for discussions. I assume that the reading for the day will be done for the day that it is 
assigned. LEARN TO PACE YOURSELF ACCORDINGLY! 


 
Respect for Colleagues and Their Comments 


 
Additionally, you are on notice that this course engages in difficult discussions about our political leaders. 


Hopefully we will have intelligent arguments regarding the concepts involved in the course. Above all, everyone will 
have the right to express their opinions freely and openly without fear of reprisal from other students or myself. 


 
Attendance 


 
Seventh, I do not have a mandatory attendance policy.  However, I send around attendance sheets at the 


beginning of each class so I know who has attended class, and so I can gauge your class participation even if you do 
not speak in class.  Persons who are "borderline" in their grades may receive the "benefit of the doubt" in the final 
computation of grades if they have frequently attended class. It is YOUR responsibility to sign the attendance sheet. 
The sheet is sent around at the beginning of each class. If you are late, you must see me after class to sign it; 
otherwise, I will not give you the "benefit of the doubt." You are responsible for announcements made in class and 
changes to the course syllabus and expectations even if you are absent when such announcements are made. 


 
Extra Credit 


 
Ninth, throughout the session there may be several opportunities for you to earn extra credit points. Prior 


assignments have included registering to vote, pop quizzes on current events, or looking up specific questions that 
other students or myself may ask about the subject material. This extra credit is announced in class on a sporadic 
basis. If you miss class, you should check with classmates about missed opportunities. I reserve the right to NOT 
give you the extra credit option should you miss the class period that the extra credit was assigned. All extra credit 
assignments are due the next class period after they have been announced in class. 


 
Word Processing Required 


 
Tenth, all assignments (with the exceptions of exams and quizzes done in class) must be typewritten or word 


processed, including internet assignments. If you do not know how to use a computer or word processor, it is 
strongly recommended that you learn to do so. If you are concerned about this, please see me. Numerous tutorials 
are available on campus to assist you. You should allocate enough time for printer cartridges to run dry and dogs to 
eat papers and computer disks! You laugh, but trust me: I have heard every excuse in the book! Late assignments 
will receive reduced grades at the rate of one letter grade per day late or part thereof. 
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Duplicates of Assignments 
 


Eleventh, while I have never lost an assignment, I require that you make copies of all work submitted to me in 
the unlikely event that something should happen. In the event that I should need a copy of the assignment, and you 
are not able to provide it, you will not receive credit. Even after I have returned materials to you, please hold on to  
the work until after you have received your grade from the Registrar. This protects you from any possibility that you 
might receive an erroneous grade. 


 
Technological Tools 


 
Twelfth, I require that everyone learn how to use e-mail and the technological tools associated with the 


course. They can facilitate your comprehension of the course material. I have found that this encourages 
students to communicate with me about questions you may have regarding the material discussed in class. You are 
responsible for any assignments or other information that I distribute on the course’s associated web sites or via 
email. If you already have an e-mail account (through knights.ucf.edu), please do not sign-up for an additional 
account, but give me your address. You should check your email on a regular basis as I post any changes about 
class assignments to your account and/or to the course-associated web site. If your email address changes 
during the semester, you MUST NOTIFY ME. This is a course requirement. 


 
Classroom Decorum 


 
Please note the following rules for classroom decorum: 


 
• Because it is disruptive to everyone to have students arrive late and/or leave early, you must be on time for 


every class and you are expected to remain in class until the period is completed, unless there are 
extraordinary circumstances (e.g., you are about to become ill on the person in front of you) or you have 
informed me of your urgent need to leave before the period ends.  How would you act in a court of law? 
Would you arrive late or leave early? Act in a disruptive manner? Begin to act professionally now. 


 
• Do not talk (even in a whisper) with any of your neighbors.  It disturbs them and it disturbs me. If you are 


talking, I presume you have a question about the material and I will ask you about it. 
 


• Do not listen to an i-Pad, iPhone, etc,, read a newspaper or other material not previously assigned for class. 
If you do so, you will be counted ABSENT FOR THE DAY.  Repeated violation of this rule will result in a 
grade of WF or F. 


 
• PLEASE SILENCE YOUR CELL PHONES AND/OR BEEPERS.  Repeated violation of this rule constitutes 


“continuous unruly behavior.”  (See Classroom Decorum Policy No. 5 below). 
 


• Continuous unruly behavior will result in a grade of WF or F.  An example of this is the persistent 
discourtesy of talking in class while someone else (including the instructor) is doing so. The classroom is 
not a living room, in which one talks during a television show.  If you wish to talk, absent yourself from class 
with the appropriate diminution of your class grade. 


 
Time-Sensitive Communications and Assignments 


 
In past semesters, some students have had difficulty submitting assignments to me by the due date and time. 


This difficulty arises, in part, from their reliance on email and other technologies beyond their control.  Accordingly,  
for time-sensitive communications, send me a message through the Canvas email tool, contact me on the telephone, 
or see me in person during office hours. 


 
Syllabus NOT a Contract 


 
Finally, this syllabus is not deemed to be a contract. I reserve the right to change any of the exam times or 


assignments by providing you with a forty-eight hour notice of such changes. Such changes are either announced in 
class, or sent on e-mail. Therefore, you are responsible for any changes that may occur during the course of the 
session.  If you are late, you should check to be sure you did not miss anything. As such, your absence in class is 
not deemed a sufficient excuse as to why work is incomplete. In the event that the University administration closes 
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school for any reason (e.g., hurricane), any assignments or examinations that were scheduled on the day of the 
canceled class will be due at the next regularly scheduled class meeting. 
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TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE, TOPICS AND ASSIGNMENTS 
 


PROJECTED 
DATE 


TOPIC READINGS ASSIGNMENT 


Aug. 24–Sept. 11 Course requirements 
The Structure of American Law 


and the American Court System 
Judicial Federalism - The Federal 


Courts 


Syllabus and attachments 
N&M, Chapts. 1, 2 and 3 


Self Intro 
(due Fri, Aug. 28 by 
10:30 on Canvas) 
Internet Assgn. 1 (due 
Wed., Sept. 9 by 10:30) 


MON., SEPT. 7 NO CLASS–LABOR DAY HOLIDAY   
Sept. 14–Sept. 25 Judicial Federalism - The State 


Courts 
The Players in the Judicial Process 
The Impact of the Selection Process 


N&M, Chapts. 4, 5, 6 and 7 
Stern, pp. 1-90 


Internet Assgn. 2 
(due Monday, Sept. 21 
by 10:30) 


Sept. 28–Oct. 9 Trial Court Policy-Making: 
The Criminal Process (Part I) 


N&M, Chapts. 8 and 9  


FRI., OCT. 9 *** TEST I ***   


Oct. 12-Oct. 16 Trial Court Policy-Making: 
The Criminal Process (Part II) 


The Police 


N&M, Chapts. 8 and 9 Internet Assgn. 3 
(due Monday, Oct. 12 
by 10:30) 


Oct. 19–Oct. 23 Trial Court Policy-Making: 
The Civil Process 


N&M, Chapts. 10 and 11  


Oct. 26–Nov. 6 Trials: Lawyers, Judges and Juries 
Legal Ethics (Not an Oxymoron) 
Law School—The Crucible 
Legal Profession 


Finish Stern 
N&M, Chapts. 12 and 13 
Turow, All 
Curtis and Frank 


(Canvas Reserve) 


Internet Assgn. 4 
(due Monday, Oct. 26 
by 10:30) 


MON., NOV. 2 WITHDRAWAL DEADLINE (must be 
completed by 11:59 pm) 


  


FRI., NOV. 6 *** TEST II ***   
Nov. 9-Nov, 18 The Appellate Process 


United States Supreme Court 
Agenda-Setting 


N&M, Chapts. 13 and 14 
Pacelle, Rehnquist and 
Stevens (Canvas 


Reserve) 


Internet Assgn. 5 
(due Monday, Nov. 16 by 
10:30) 


WED., NOV. 11 NO CLASS – VETERANS DAY   
Nov. 18–Nov. 30 Are Judges Priests or Laypersons? 


Behavioral Models of Supreme Court 
Decision-Making 


Neo-Institutionalism: Influence of 
Other Branches on Supreme Court 
Decision-Making 


Note: No Class on 11/27 
(Thanksgiving) 


N&M, Chapts. 14 and 15 
Spaeth, Kozinski and 
Harlan (Canvas 


Reserve) 


 


Dec. 2–Dec.7 "Do Courts Make A Difference?": 
Impact and Implementation 
Reform and Evaluation 
Catch-Up, Summary and Conclusions 
 


N&M, Epilogue 
(Canvas Reserve) 


 


MONDAY, DEC. 
14 


*** TEST III (10:00 am – 11:15 am) *** – 
No exceptions to this date and time. 
Do not ask, as I cannot grant them. 
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Policy on Cheating and Plagiarism 
 
The Golden Rule: A Handbook for Students (University of Central Florida) defines academic dishonesty as including 
cheating and plagiarism. Cheating is defined as "unauthorized assistance; communication to another through written, 
visual or oral means. The presentation of material which has not been studied/learned, but obtained through 
someone else’s efforts and used as part of an examination, course assignment or project constitutes a violation. The 
unauthorized possession or use of examination or course related material may also constitute cheating" (p. 6). 
Plagiarism is defined as the deliberate use of another’s work, whether directly quoted or paraphrased, "without any 
indication of source, thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s own. Any student 
failing to properly credit ideas or materials taken from another is plagiarizing. Any student who knowingly helps 
another violate academic behavior standards is also in violation of the standards (p.6-7).” The current version of the 
Golden Rule may be located by navigating to http://www.ucf.edu/goldenrule/.  You are responsible for knowing it and 
abiding by it in ALL of the elements of this course. 


 
Normally, the penalty for a violation of this policy is an "F" in the course. 


 
Statement of ADA Compliance 


 
I cooperate with the Office of Disability Services to make reasonable accommodations for qualified students with 
disabilities. Please present your written accommodation request on or before the sixth class day (beginning of the 
second week of classes). 


 
[Portions of this policy were adapted from the University of North Texas Department of Political Science Policy on 
Cheating and Plagiarism] 


 
Notice of Use of Turnitin.com 


 
In this course, I may utilize turnitin.com, an automated system that instructors may use to quickly and easily compare 
each student’s written assignment with billions of websites, as well an enormous database of student papers that 
grows with each student submission.  Accordingly, student assignments may be subject to this additional check. 
After the assignment is processed, I receive a report from turnitin.com that states if and how another person’s work 
was used in the assignment.  For more detailed information about this process, visit http://www.turnitin.com. 


 


[Portions of this policy were adapted from “Sample Wording for Syllabus,” UCF Office of Student Rights and 
Responsibilities, Patricia A. MacKown, Director]. 



http://www.ucf.edu/goldenrule/

http://www.turnitin.com/
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Syllabus       POS2041 
Cindy Benson – cbenson@mail.ucf.edu ( DO NOT USE CANVAS EMAIL ) 
Always put your class number and time in the subject line (– i.e.  2041  9AM ) 
Howard Phillips Hall 305A (enter through Rm.302)           Hours: 8 – 8:40 TR                        
407-823-2608                                                                                         8:00 – 11:30    Wed. 
                                                                                              
    This course is designed to familiarize the student with the basic political processes in the 
United States.  We will be exploring the meaning of democracy and the workings of our 
institutions of government as they were designed and as they exist today.  We will also focus our 
attention on the concept of “power” - what it means, who has it, who doesn’t and what its 
implications are. 
 
I. Course Objectives: 


1. To provide an historical and substantive understanding of the American political 
system. 


2. To teach students how to separate fact from opinion, how to evaluate opinions (some 
are more valid than others), and how to differentiate between what was, what is, and 
what ought to be. 


3. To provide assistance in teaching students HOW- NOT WHAT- to think and 
question. 


4. To help students understand the competing interests and diversity in our society in 
order to enable them to participate in a more aware and rational manner in future 
decision making. 
 


As members of our society and a global community in the midst of tremendous change, this 
course is designed to assist the student to become a critical thinker, to respect and understand 
diversity, and to understand the importance of becoming a life-long learner and a citizen of the 
society in which you live.  


 
Please read and be familiar with all that is contained in the syllabus and other handouts. I 
am always available to help or answer questions, but please don’t contact me for answers to 
questions that are already covered in these documents. If you do, I will only refer you to the 
syllabus or other print-outs you already have.    
 


II. Policies 
  A. 
      I expect you to be familiar with the text coverage of all topics before we meet. My class 
lectures and discussions augment what is in the text - they do NOT just repeat what is covered in 
your book, nor do I merely methodically cover lists of dates and people. If you do not have 
decent note-taking skills or expect to be taught “for the test”, this class is not be for you. I do not 
share my notes or post them on the Internet. It is not my job to merely tell you what to know to 
pass a test and I expect students to be able to read and understand text material on their own ( this 
is a university class). Learning means understanding and it is my task to help you “learn how to 
learn”, help you to improve your ability to think for yourself and better separate fact from 
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opinion. 
 


   B.  
   This is a university course, you are adults, and I will treat you as such. Test reviews are the day 
before a test and consist of my answering your questions – I will not tell you what you “need to 
know” for the test or go over potential questions at any time. If my style, rules and requirements 
are not of your liking, find another course. This syllabus is a contract – letting you know what to 
expect from me and what I expect from you. Read it thoroughly and don’t lose it during the 
semester. Please consider all course expectations before the end of Add/Drop. My teaching style 
and requirements are not for everyone. 


 
III. Course Requirements:   Be sure to be aware of the following elements! 
A. As previously stated, students will be expected to read all text assignments prior to class and 
to “keep up” on current events.  Attendance is not mandatory, but you are responsible for all 
class lecture material and for any changes made in the syllabus, assignments, test dates etc. It is 
highly recommended that you read all the chapters for each test within the first two weeks of 
each section!  
 
B. There will be three objective tests given during the term, each counting 30% of your final 
grade. An optional comprehensive final can replace a low test score or serve as the make-up test 
for any of the first 3 tests. There will be NO individual make-up tests given - no exceptions 
except in cases of university approved religious practice or observance. You will need a #2 pencil 
and a smooth scantron ( #2052) for each quiz and test. 
 
*10% of your grade will be based on 3 short answer quizzes and /or Multiple Choice questions 
(only the 2 highest will count) which are discussed later in the syllabus. If you miss a quiz, the 
other two will count for your grade. I do not offer make-up quizzes. 
 
* Correct grammar and composition are required for all written assignments. 
 
C.  Responsibility for all due dates, being here for tests, all class lectures or changes in any 
course requirements is yours. Everything for this class is subject to changes I may make. You 
MUST exchange phone numbers, email address etc. with at least two other students ASAP for 
finding out what you missed, class notes etc. There’s no excuse for not knowing anyone from 
whom you can get missed information! After you have the notes you missed, I will be happy to 
offer any clarification or further elaboration you may need during my office hours, but please 
don’t ask me for my notes or send me a “what did I miss in class?” email. 
*****It is important to be on time since all announcements will be made at the beginning of the 
class. Check with your classmates for announcements if you arrive late or miss a class before 
contacting me. 
  
IV.   Class “Rules” 


 - The schedule for the university clearly states holidays and final exam times for the term 
   Please don’t ask to take tests early or late because you’ve scheduled a flight for a holiday 







   or vacation on a day when class is scheduled to meet. There will be no exceptions to the 
   previously stated test policy. 
-  When you arrive in class, do NOT sit in the back row until all other seats are taken!!!! 


      -  Students are also asked to keep up with current events in local, state, national and  
         international arenas by reading newspapers and magazines, listening to radio, surfing the 
         web, or watching T.V. news. You will be encouraged to talk about current issues at the 
         beginning of each class meeting. 


-  Be on time for class! Having students arrive late or leave early creates disruption and you 
   may miss announcements for which you are responsible. On test/ quiz days, once the first 
   completed exam is turned in, no one who arrives Late will be allowed to take the test or 
  quiz and will receive a zero as a grade. You will have 50 minutes to take a test (quizzes take 
  about 15 minutes), but if arrive late, I will not give you additional time. 


 -Cell phones, computers and all electronic devices must be turned off. For the first ring of  
        your phone, you will receive a warning and will be required to lead the class in singing 
      “Row, Row, Row Your Boat” or to answer your phone and quack like a duck or any other 
       goofy thing that may come to my mind ( my choice) 
        
 
All students are “special” please do not ask to be treated in a different manner than your 
classmates. ( i.e. – give you an extra assignment to raise your grade or be granted an option not 
given to everyone else etc.) I must be fair to all students and apply class policies equally to 
everyone. 
 
V.    Email 


     My email is cbenson@mail.ucf.edu. Please be sure to always put you class # and time 
on the subject line (I have more than one section of  2041 and another class as well) and 
remember to put your name on the message– I don’t have you listed anywhere by email 
address. I do not open emails with no subject!!!!! 


      E-mail does not mean I am available for “office hours” 24-7! I check at least once a day ( I 
don’t sit at the computer all day – this is not an online class) and once on weekends, but please 
don’t e-mail me at 11 PM Friday and expect a response before Monday. I’m a lousy typist, so 
talking with me is best if you have a complex question. 
 
VI.   Text:  GOVT SEVENTH Edition    by  Sidlow and Henschen – No other 
addition will work for the class. 
 
 
VII. Reading Assignments and tentative schedule 
 
(Helpful suggestion : Try to stay ahead in your reading. I suggest you read ALL 
the chapters for each test( A general look – you don’t need too utline etc. all of 
them at first – or ever for that matter) in the first two weeks of each test section. 
The material is organized by topics and I will often refer material in other chapters 
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during class lecture. For example, I will refer to something from  Ch. 4 (Civil 
Liberties) while specifically covering the Constitution ( Ch. 2) You will 
“understand the lectures even better if you do this, but I don’t require you to read all 
the chapters at once. Students who do this have overwhelmingly given positive 
feedback on it – it can of tremendous help during lectures and discussions, 
especially for those with little background in this subject. If you choose not to do 
so, for many of you, my lectures will be harder to understand. 
 
      Test #1 - Introductory class lectures (material not in your text), Ch.1-3 ( 2& 3 together), the    
         Constitution ( in the back of your text), and Ch.4 and 5 ( this first section will take several 
          weeks to cover in class since I discuss things not in the book) 


 
Test #2 - Ch.6&7, 10, then 8 & 9 together (this section will not take as long in class time as 
the first or third) 
 
Test #3 - Ch.11, 12&13 together, 14 ( ch. 15 and 16 may be included if time allows)  
 
Test dates for the first two tests will be announced in class at least one week before they are 
given. Test 3 will be given on the day of your last regular class meeting. 
 
The optional comprehensive final exam for this class is listed on the UCF website.  Finals are 
given in the same room as used for regular class meetings. It is a 50 question multiple choice 
test (like all others) that will cover material from the entire semester. It should take you no 
longer than 50 minutes to complete. Be there at the beginning of the scheduled final time 
since you will have 50 minutes in which to take it. 


       
REMINDER - Late Policy- tests and quizes: If you arrive late on a quiz or test day, if 
no one has turned in a completed scantron, you may take it, but you will not be given extra time 
to do so. If someone has turned in a completed scantron, you will not be allowed to take the quiz 
or test. = Be on time! 


 
VII. Quizzes 
    10% of your grade will be composed of your scores on two of three quizzes given during the 
semester. I will announce the dates they will be given in class (another good reason not to miss 
class!) You will need a #2 pencil and/ or a pen ( I will let you know in advance ) 
 
VIII. Grade Calculation: 
I do not use plus/minus grading, nor do I automatically “round up” grades. There 
has to be a cut-off somewhere and mine is stated below. I must be fair and use the 
same standards for all students, so please don’t ask for exceptions. 
 
 
 







 
Grade Scale 


90-100    A (not 89.9!) 
80-89      B 
70-79      C 
60-69      D 
below 60  F 
 


The top three test scores are averaged, divided by 3, then multiplied by .90 ( 90% of your grade). 
Individual quiz points ( 10%) are then added.  
 
!!! IX    Keep track of your own grades!!!!!!!!! 
It is critical for you to keep track of your own grades in this course during the semester so keep 
all scantrons and quizzes. I calculate final grades only once at the end of the semester. 
 
X. Correction Limitations 
Always check what is posted on Canvas. If you find an error or have a question about a 
grade, you must notify me within five (5) working days . If you wait longer, no corrections will 
be made – no exceptions! I have no sympathy for students who wait until the last week or two to 
realize they don’t know what their grade is.  
 
 
F.Y.I. (For your information): 
*On any written assignments, proper grammar and composition count! 
*Plagarism of any kind will result in an F for the course 
 
Disclaimer: 
Once again, the test dates, class assignments, and the rest of this syllabus are all subject to change 
by the instructor at any time and you are responsible for knowing about it if it should be done. 
 
 
Final Note: 
Be sure to read and be familiar with all the requirements, rules, policies and expectations 
for this class written on this syllabus before the end of Add/Drop. 
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INR 6007.001: Seminar in International Politics 
 
Instructor: Thomas M. Dolan, thomas.dolan@ucf.edu 
Class Meetings: Thursdays, 18:00-20:50, PHP 305G 
Office Hours: Office Hours: Tues 1:30-3:00 and Thurs 1:30-4:00, or by appointment at Howard Phillips Hall 302 
Credit: 3 Hours  
 
The purpose of this course is to introduce students to contemporary scholarship in international relations and prepare 
them to engage in it themselves.  To this end, the course objectives are: 
  


• Students will be able to interpret and constructively critique contemporary work in international relations 
• Students will be introduced to many of the significant developing literatures from the past fifteen years 
• Students will become familiar with major theoretical and methodological trends in international relations 


scholarship 
• Students will develop their ability to design social scientific studies on international relations topics 
• Students will improve their ability to communicate original critiques, theoretical arguments, and research 


designs 
  
While you will learn a lot about international relations during this course, it is principally focused on equipping students 
with a toolbox of skills for graduate study and a knowledge of contemporary ways of studying international relations. It 
does not survey developments in global politics or convey a systematic theoretical understanding of international 
relations (those interested in the latter should enroll in the spring term course “theories of international relations”). 
  
You will be expected to read and understand significant and at times technically challenging pieces of scholarship—
because that is the nature of the field now.  You will almost certainly encounter methods and theoretical paradigms that 
seem, at first blush, to be too simplistic or too complicated or perhaps incomprehensible.  Regardless of you prior beliefs 
or first impressions, you will get the most out of this course by trying hard to understand each work on its own terms.      
 
Design of the Course 
The course has two major elements: a set of readings that will be discussed and analyzed in seminars and a research 
design process.  Through reading and seminars, students will be introduced to current trends in theory and research and 
learn how to recognize solid research.  Success in this endeavor necessitates careful reading, thorough preparation for 
class, and active dialogue in the seminar room.  By engaging in the research design process, students will develop their 
ability to do research themselves.  Part of this involves the preparation of their own research design, but part of it will 
also involve working with and supporting others in their efforts to design and conduct research. 
 
Assignments & Grades 
Each student will complete the following assignments: 
 
Ungraded Attendance Assignment 
As of Fall 2014, all faculty members are required to document students' academic activity at the beginning of each 
course. In order to document that you began this course, please complete the following academic activity by the end of 
the first week of classes, or as soon as possible after adding the course, but no later than August 27. Failure to do so will 
result in a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid. 


• To complete the assignment (it’s simple, based on week 1 readings), go to the webcourses webpage, select 
quizzes, and complete the 1-question quiz.  


A. Week 2 Online Activity 
Post a briefing on a kind of theory by 1 September (will be assigned week 1), post a response to each question topic by 1 
September, and respond to other student comments on at least two topics by 3 September.    
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B. Recommended Reading Reviews:  
1 Book (3 Pages) –20% 
OR  
2 Articles (1 Page)—10% each, total 20% 
Sign-up on the first day of class. 
Reviews must be submitted to the instructor and classmates by e-mail by 23:59 on the Wednesday before class for 
distribution to other students. 
 


C. Literature Review (7 pages) Due 8 October—20% 
Each student will review the social scientific literature associated with a particular research question.  Questions must be 
approved in advance.  Papers must review no fewer than 20 articles from major peer-reviewed political science journals 
(or allied social science fields: social psychology, economics, sociology) or books published by university presses.  
Reviews of the literature should be driven by an agenda, should categorize existing work, and indentify a means of 
advancing the literature beyond its current situation.   
 


D. Research Design (15-17 Pages)—30% 
Topic Approved by 22 October 
Rough Draft to reviewers and professor by 23:59 on 19 November  
Final Draft Due 3 December 
Each student will design a social scientific study of an international relations phenomena.  The design must include the 
following components: 


• Identification of the topic and statement of why it is appropriate for study 
• A brief but thorough statement of relevant literature  
• Statement of theoretical approach 
• Statement of hypotheses derived from the theory 
• Description of study (methodology—data sources—standards for accepting/rejecting hypotheses) 


 
E. 2 Research Design Reviews (2 Pages each): 5% each, total 10% 


Must be submitted to author and instructor by 23 November 
Each student will review two other students’ rough drafts.  In the review, they will describe in one paragraph the nature 
of the study (topic, theory, and methods) as they understand it.  They will then evaluate and provide constructive 
criticism for each of the following sections:  statement of literature, theory, hypothesis construction, and study design. 
 


F. Research Design Oral Presentation (final exam) (5 minutes + 2 minutes questions):  5% 
9 December, starting at 7 PM 
Each student will present their research design to the group in no more than 5 minutes.  They will then have two 
minutes to answer questions from the group.  Each student reviewer should bring a question.   
 


G. Participation: 10% 
Based on preparation for and activity during seminar.  In addition, points may be deducted from this grade if the rough 
draft submitted for review by a colleague is incomplete. 
 
Miscellaneous Policies 
 
Grading 
Grades are assigned to both individual pieces of work and cumulatively.  The grade scale I use for both is below (note 
that “g” refers to the numerical grade you receive).  I do not usually curve grades, but reserve the right to do so if I deem 
it necessary.  All material is graded on its own terms, rather than through comparison with other students’ work. For the 
cumulative grades, I do not round: what you get is what you get. 
 


100>g≥93: A 90>g≥88: B+ 80>g≥78: C+ 70>g≥68: D+ 60>g: E 
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 88>g≥83: B 78>g≥73: C 68>g≥63: D  
93>g≥90: A- 83>g≥80: B 73>g≥70: C- 63>g≥60: D  


 
 
 
Late Papers 
Assignments  are to be turned in by class time on the day they are due.  They should be in hardcopy unless unforeseen 
circumstances prevent printing them in or handing them in a timely manner.  For every 24 hours that pass thereafter, 
5% of credit is lost, to a maximum of 40% lost.  This policy does not apply to recommended reading reviews, rough 
drafts, or rough draft reviews, which must be turned in by the time they are due. 
 
Academic Integrity 
As reflected in the UCF creed, integrity and scholarship are core values that should guide our conduct and decisions as 
members of the UCF community. Plagiarism and cheating contradict these values, and so are very serious academic 
offenses. Penalties can include a failing grade in an assignment or in the course, or suspension or expulsion from the 
university. Students are expected to familiarize themselves with and follow the University’s Rules of Conduct 
(see http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/). 
 
Plagiarism and Cheating of any kind on an examination, quiz, or assignment will result at least in an "F" for that 
assignment (and may, depending on the severity of the case, lead to an "F" for the entire course) and may be subject to 
appropriate referral to the Office of Student Conduct for further action. See the UCF Golden Rule for further 
information. I will assume for this course that you will adhere to the academic creed of this University and will maintain 
the highest standards of academic integrity. In other words, don't cheat by giving answers to others or taking them from 
anyone else. I will also adhere to the highest standards of academic integrity, so please do not ask me to change (or 
expect me to change) your grade illegitimately or to bend or break rules for one person that will not apply to everyone.  
 
Changes to the Syllabus 
In the event that there is a need for there to be any changes to the syllabus, an e-mail will be sent to all students’ 
knights-mail accounts (as maintained by the registrar), and will be mentioned in class meetings.  Changes become 
effective immediately after their mention in class, or the sending of the e-mail, whichever comes last. 
 
Cancellation of Class 
In the event that the instructor needs to cancel class, an e-mail will be sent to all students’ knights-mail accounts (as 
maintained by the registrar) prior to class time. 
 
Readings 
 
Each student should obtain the following books: 
Goemans, H. War and Punishment, Princeton, 2000. 
Ericka Chenoweth and Maria Stephan, 2011.  Why Civil Resistance Works, Columbia University Press.  
 
Students are responsible for locating materials available online through the library on their own.  
The remaining non-journal readings are available through the INR 6007.001 webcourses site.   
 
Course Schedule 
 
27 August: Science and Theory 
Recommended:  
Imre Lakotos, “Falsification and the Methodology of Scientific Research Programs,” in Criticism and the Growth of 
Knowledge.   
Kenneth Waltz, Theory of International Politics, Chapter 1.  



http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/
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Kevin Clarke and David Primo, A Model Discipline, Oxford University Press, 2012. Chapter 3 and section 4.3 in Chapter 4 
Peter Katzenstein and Rudra Sil, “Eclectic Theorizing in the Study and Practice of International Relations,” Ox Hb on IR, 
Chapter 6 
Colin Hay, “Political Ontology,” Ox Hb on CPA, Chapter 4 
 
3 September: No Meeting in Person; Online Activities (First online postings due by 1 September, 2nd Postings by 3 
September) 
Theory in International Relations 
William C. Wohlforth, “Realism,” Ox Hb on IR, Chapter 7 
Arthur A. Stein, “Neoliberal Institutionalism,” Ox Hb of IR, Chapter 11 
Andrew Moravcsik, “The New Liberalism,” Ox Hb on IR, Chapter 13 
Ian Hurd, “Constructivism,” Ox Hb on IR, Chapter 17 
David Lake and Robert Powell, “International Relations, a Strategic Choice Approach,” in Lake and Powell, Strategic 
Choice in International Relations, 1999. 
Kathleen M. McGraw, “Why and How Psychology Matters,” Ox Hb on CPA, Chapter 7. 
David Lake, “Why ‘isms’ are Evil: Theory, Epistemology, and Academic Sects as Impediments to Understanding and 
Progress,” (2011) International Studies Quarterly.  
Recommended: 
Mac Donald, P. K. 2003. Useful fiction or miracle maker: the competing epistemological foundations of rational choice 
theory. American Political Science Review, 97: 551–65 
The End of International Relations Theory?  2013. Special issue of European Journal of International Relations.  
Daniel Maliniak, Amy Oakes, Susan Peterson and Michael J. Tierney. (2011. “International Relations in the US Academy,” 
International Studies Quarterly 
 
 
10 September: The Nature of Research in International Relations  
Gary King, Sidney Verba, and Robert Keohane, Designing Social Inquiry, 1994, Chapter 1.  
Alexander George and Andrew Bennett, Case Studies and Theory Development in the Social Sciences, 2005, Chapter 1. 
James D. Fearon and David D. Laitin, “Integrating Qualitative and Quantitative Methods,” Ox Hb on Pol Meth, Chapter 33 
Richard Price, “Detecting Ideas and Their Effects,” Ox Hb on CPA, Chapter 13 
J. H. Powell, “Game Theory in Strategy,” Oxford Handbook of Strategy, 2006. 
Mintz, Alex,  Yi Yang, and Rose McDermott.  2011.  “Experimental Approaches to International Relations,” International 
Studies Quarterly, 55:2, 493-501. 
Recommended:  
Gary King, Robert Keohane, and Sidney Verba, Designing Social Inquiry, Princeton, 1994 
Henry Brady and David Collier, Rethinking Social Inquiry, Rowman and Littlefield, 2004 
Jack S. Levy, “Counterfactuals and Case Studies,” Ox Hb on Pol Meth, Chapter 27 
John Gerring , “Case Selection for Case-Study Analysis: Qualitative and Quantitative Techniques,” Ox Hb on Pol Meth, 
Chapter 28. 
 
Section 2: Contemporary Literatures in Security Studies 
 
 17 September: Deterrence and Diplomacy 
Kenneth Shultz, “Domestic Opposition and Signaling in International Crises,” American Political Science Review 92 (Dec. 
1998), pp. 829-44. 
Anne Sartori, “The Might of the Pen,” International Organization, 2002. 
Daryl Press, “The Credibility of Power,” International Security, 2005. 
Alexander Thompson, “Coercion Through IO’s: The Security Council and the Logic of Information Transmission,” 
International Organization, 2006. 
Daniel Drezner, “The Hidden Hand of Economic Coercion,” International Organization, 2003. 
Daniel Drezner, “Bargaining, Enforcement, and Multilateral Sanctions,” International Organization, 2000 
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Recommended: 
James Fearon, “Signaling Foreign Policy Interests,” JCR, 41:1.  
J. Mercer, Reputation and International Politics, Cornell, 1996. 
Bratislav Slantchev, “Feigning Weakness,” International Organization, 2010. 
Lisa Martin, Coercive Cooperation, Princeton, 1998. 
Krzysztof Pelc, 2010. “Constraining Coercion?  Legitimacy and its Role in US Trade Policy, International Organization, 65-
96. 
Alex Downes and Todd Sechser.  2012.  “The Illusion of Democratic Credibility,” International Organization.  66:3, 457-
89. 
 
24 September: Bargaining and War 
J. Fearon. “Rationalist Expectations for War,” International Organization, 1995. 
H. Goemans, War and Punishment, Princeton, 2000. 
 Recommended:  
A. Smith and A. Stam, “Bargaining and the Nature of War,” Journal of Conflict Resolution, 2004 [reviewer should also see 
Fey and Ramsey, “The Common Priors Assumption: A comment on `Bargaining and the Nature of War'," Journal of 
Conflict Resolution, 50 (4), August 2006, pp. 607-613 
R. Powell, “War as a Commitment Problem,” International Organization, 2006.  
Bratislav Slantchev, “The Principle of Convergence in Wartime Negotiations,” APSR, 2003. 
Barbara Walter, “The Critical Barrier to Civil War Settlement,” International Organization.  
John Keegan, History of Warfare, 1993, Chapter 1  
Peter Liebermann, “Punitiveness and US Elite Support for the 1991 Persian Gulf War,” Journal of Conflict Resolution, 
2007. 
Clausewitz, On War, book 1. (Paret and Howard translation) 
 
1 October: Alliances 
Srdjan Vucetic, 2011, The Anglosphere, Stanford University Press, selection.  
Leeds, Brett Ashley.  2003.  “Do Alliances Deter Aggression?” American Journal of Political Science.  47:3, 427-39 
Brett V. Benson, 2011, Unpacking Alliances: Deterrent and Compellent Alliances and Their Relationship with Conflict, 
1816–2000, Journal of Politics 73:4 1111-1127. 
Leeds, Brett Ashley, Mattes, Michaela, Vogel, Jeremy S., 2009.  “Interests, Institutions, and the Reliability of International 
Commitments,” American Journal of Political Science, 53:2, 461-476 
Victor D. Cha. 2010.  Powerplay: Origins of the U.S. Alliance System in Asia, International Security, 34:3, 158-196 
Recommended: 
Leeds, B. A. and Savun, B. (2007), Terminating Alliances: Why Do States Abrogate Agreements?. Journal of Politics, 69: 1118–1132.  
Brett B. Benson.  2012.  Constructing Security: Alliances, Deterrence, and Moral Hazard.  Cambridge University Press.  
Gregory D. Miller.  2012.  The Shadow of the Past: Reputation and Military Alliances Before the First World War.  Cornell 
University Press.  
Long, Andrew and Brett Ashley Leeds.  2006. “Trading for Security: Military Alliances and Economic Agreements,” 
Journal of Peace Research,  43:4, 433-451. 
 
 
8 October: Nuclear Weapons 
Jacques Hymans, Psychology of Nuclear Proliferation.  Cambridge, 2006. 
Matthew Kroenig, “Exporting the Bomb: Why States Provide Sensitive Nuclear Assistance,” American  
Political Science Review, 103:1, February 2009: 113-133 
Nina Tannenwald, “The Nuclear Taboo,” International Organization, 1999. 
Recommended:  
Matthew Kroenig, “Importing the Bomb: Sensitive Nuclear Assistance and Nuclear Proliferation,” Journal  
of Conflict Resolution, 53: 2, April 2009: 161-180.  
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Michael Horowitz, “The Spread of Nuclear Weapons and International Conflict: Does Experience  Matter?” Journal of 
Conflict Resolution, 53:2 (April 2009), pp. 234-257. 
 
22 October: Democracies in International Relations 
Alex Downes, “How Smart and Tough are Democracies?” International Security.  2009: 33:4, 9-51. 
Michael Colaresi, “A Boom with Review: How Retrospective Oversight Increases the Foreign Policy Ability of 
Democracies,” American Journal of Political Science, 2012: 56:3, 671-689. 
Bruce Bueno de Mesquita et al., “An Institutional Explanation of the Democratic Peace,” American Political Science 
Review, 1999. 
Michael Mousseau, “The Nexus of Market Society, Liberal Preferences, and Democratic Peace,” International Studies 
Quarterly, 47:4, 483-510. 
Recommended: 
Dan Reiter and Allan Stam, “Democracy, War Initiation, and Victory,” American Political Science Review, 1998. 92:2 
Dan Reiter, “Democracy and Battlefield Military Effectiveness,” JCR, 1998: 42,3 
David Lake, “Powerful Pacificsts: Democratic States and War,” American Political Science Review.  1992: 86, 1. 
Zeev Maov and Bruce Russett, “Normative and Structural Causes of the Democratic Peace,” American Political Science 
Review, 1993 
 
15 October: Violence in War  
Stathis Kalyvas, Logic of Violence in Civil Wars. Cambridge, 2004. Selection.  
Macartan Humphreys and Jeremy Weinstein , 2006. “Handing and Manhandling Civilians in Civil War,” American Political 
Science Review.   
Alexander Downes, “Desperate Times, Desperate Measures: The Causes of Civilian Victimization in War,” International 
Security, 2006. 
Jason Lyall, “Does Indiscriminate Violence Incite Insurgent Attacks?” Journal of Conflict Resolution, 2009. 
Recommended: 
Jeremy Weinstein, Inside Rebellion: The Politics of Insurgent Violence, Cambridge, 2007. 
Jason Lyall, “Are Co-ethnics More Effective Counter-Insurgents?  Evidence from the Second Chechen War,” American 
Political Science Review, 2010. 
 
29 October: Terrorism 
Andrew Kydd and Barbara Walter, “Strategies of Terrorism,” International Security, 2006. 
Michael Horowitz, “Non-State Actors and the Diffusion of Innovations: The Case of Suicide Terrorism”.  
International Organization, 64:1 (Winter 2010), pp. 33-64. 
Michael Findley, James Piazza, and Joseph Young, 2012, “”Games Rivals Play” Terrorism in International Rivalries,” 
American Journal of Political Science, 74:1, 235-48. 
Thomas Hegghammer, 2013.  “Should I stay or Should I go? Explaining Variation in Western Jihadists’ Choice between 
Domestic and Foreign Fighting,” American Political Science Review, 107:1. 
Sarah Elizabeth Parkinson, 2013.  “Organizing Rebellion,” American Political Science Review, 107:3.   
  
Recommended: 
Robert Pape, “The Strategic Logic of Suicide Terrorism,” American Political Science Review, 2003. AND Scott Ashworth, 
Joshua Clinton, Adam Meirowtiz, and Kristopher Ramsey, “Design, Inference, and the Strategic Logic of Suicide 
Terrorism,” APSR, 2008 
Bradley Thayer and Valerie Hudson, “Sex and the Shaheed,” International Security, 2010 
Mette Eilstrup-Sangiovanni and Calvert Jones, “Assessing the Dangers of Illicit Networks,” International Security, 2008. 
 
5 November: Nonviolence 
Ericka Chenoweth and Maria Stephan, 2011.  Why Civil Resistance Works, Columbia University Press.  
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Section 3: Contemporary Literature on International Organizations and Economics 
 
12 November: International Organizations 
Barbara Koremenos, Charles Lipson, and Duncan Snidal, “The Rational Design of International Institutions,” International 
Organization.  2001. 
Daniel Neilson and Michael Tierney, 2003. “Delegation to International Organizations,” International Organization, 57:2 
Selection from Randall Stone, Controlling Institutions, Cambridge, 2011. 
Matthew Eagleton-Pierce, Symbolic Power in the WTO, Oxford University Press 2012, Chapters 2-4  
Recommended: 
Andrew Moravcsik, The Choice for Europe, Cambridge 1998. 
Lloyd Gruber, Ruling the World, Princeton, 2000. 
 
19 November: Class Cancelled by Football Game.  Send Rough Drafts to Reviewers  
 
26 November: Thanksgiving 
 
3 December: Trade and Aid 
Helen Milner and Dustin Tingley, “Who Supports Global Economic Engagement?” International Organization, 2011 
Richard K. Herrmann, Philip Tetlock, and Matthew Diascro, “How Americans Think About Trade,” International Studies 
Quarterly, 45:2, 2001. 
Nathan Jensen, “Democratic Governance and Multinational Corporations: Political Regimes and Inflows of Foreign Direct 
Investment,” International Organization, 2003. 
Michael Hiscox, Class Versus Industry Cleavages: Inter-Industry Factor Mobility and the Politics of Trade,” International 
Organization, 2001.  
Recommended: 
Bumba Mukherjee, Dale Smith, and Quan Li, “Labor Immobility and the Politics of Trade Protection in Majoritarian 
Democracies,” Journal of Politics, 2009. 
Michael Hiscox, “Commerce, Coalitions, and Factor Mobility,” APSR, 2002. 
Jens Hainmueller and Michael Hiscox, Learning to Love Globalization: Education and Individual Attitudes Toward 
International Trade,” International Organization, 2006. 
Jeffry Frieden, “Real Sources of European Currency Policy,” International Organization, 2002. 
 
10 December at 7 PM: Research Design Presentations 
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A. If we had more time…. 


 
Public Opinion and War 
Chris Gelpi, Peter Feaver, and Jason Reifler.  “Success Matters: Casualty Sensitivity and the War in Iraq,” International 
Security, 2006. 
 Matthew A. Baum and Tim Groeling, “Reality Asserts Itself: Public Opinion on Iraq and the Elasticity of Reality,” 
International Organization, 64:3,(2010) pp 443 -479 
Scott Gartner, “The Multiple Effects of Casualties on Public Support for War: An Experimental Approach, American 
Political Science Review, 102:1 (2008) pp.95-106. 
Adam Berinsky, “Assuming the Costs of War: Events, Elites, and American Public Support for Military Conflict,” Journal of 
Politics, 69:4, (2007) pp. 975-997. 
Recommended: 
John Mueller, “Presidential Approval from Truman to Johnson,” APSR, 1970. 
Scott Gartner, Gary Segura, and Michael Wilkening, “All Politics Are Local,” JCR, 1997. 
Douglas Foyle, “Public Opinion and Foreign Policy: Elite Beliefs as a Mediating Variable,” International Studies Quarterly, 
1997. 
Douglas Kriner, “Examining Variance in Presidential Approval: The Case of FDR in World War II,” Public Opinion 
Quarterly, 70:1, (2006), 23-47. 
Dominic Johnson and Dominic Tierney, Failing to Win: Perceptions of Victory and Defeat in International Politics, Harvard 
University Press, 2006, 
Richard K Herrmann, Philip Tetlock, and Penny Visser, “Mass Public Decisions to Go to War,” APSR, 1999, 93:3. 
 
Norms in International Relations  
Sarah Percy, 2007. Mercenaries: Strong Norm, Weak Law,” International Organization.  61:2. 
Jenifer Ramos, Changing Norms Through Actions: The Evolution of Sovereignty, Oxford University Press, 2013, Chapters 
1-3. 
Emilie Hafner-Burton et al., “Emergency and Escape: Explaining Derogations from Human Rights Treaties,” International 
Organization, 2011. 
Recommended: 
Ward Thomas, “Norms and Security: The Case of International Assassination,” International Security, 2000 
Price, Richard. 1998.  “Reversing the Gun Sights: Transnational Civil Society Targets Land Mines,” International 
Organization, 52:3, pp. 613-44.  
N. Tannenwald, “Stigmatizing the Bomb,” International Security, 2005. 
Price, Richard. 1995.  “A Genealogy of the Chemical Weapons Taboo.”  International Organization.  49:1, 73-103. 
Andrew Moravcsik, “The Origins of Human Rights Regimes,” International Organization, 2000. 
Margaret Keck and Kathryn Sikkink, Activists Beyond Borders.  Cornell.  
Thomas M. Dolan, “Unthinkable and Tragic,” International Organization, 2013. 
 








POS 3703W Scope and Methods of 
Political Science 


Fall 2015 Syllabus 


Contact Information 


Instructor: Dr. Aubrey Jewett 


Office: Phillips Hall 302 E 


Office Hours: Online by e-mail or in person T & R 9:00 a.m. to12:00 p.m.  


Phone: Political Science Main Office 407-823-2608; Direct Office Line 407-823-6030 


E-mail: aubrey.jewett@ucf.edu 


Course Description 


The primary purpose of this Scope and Methods of Political Science class is to 
introduce you to: the study of politics; the discipline of political science; and the skills 
needed for political analysis.  


According to David Easton, politics can be thought of as the process by which a 
society formally and authoritatively allocates its values and resources.  At its most basic 
then, Harold Lasswell says that political science is the study of who gets what, when 
and how in society.  Political analysis is undertaken by scholars and lay people alike to 
describe, explain and predict political phenomena.  
 
Often political scientists are interested in explanation, and use four criteria to establish a 
causal relationship between a dependent variable (the political phenomenon to be 
explained) and one or more independent variables (used to explain the change in the 
dependent variable). Political scientists try to establish causation by: suggesting a 
theory about the proposed relationship; demonstrating covariation between them; 
controlling for spuriousness; and showing that the independent variable changes before 
the dependent variable.  


Scope and Methods Course Warning 


Many students are apprehensive about taking Political Science Scope and Methods. 
Quite frankly that is probably a good thing because Scope and Methods for many 
students is the most difficult course they will take for their major. It is more difficult than 
other political science courses because it has many unfamiliar terms and concepts, 
requires competency in statistical analysis (especially the last third of the course), and is 







primarily about learning a set of skills used by political scientists for political research 
rather than learning about the content of a substantive area. 


In addition, taking scope and methods online add a level of difficulty since you will not 
have face to face interaction with the professor and in-class lectures. In order to 
succeed in this class you will need to put in 10-12 hours a week, read and re-read the 
material as some of it is quite difficult, keep up with all deadlines without being 
reminded, do all assignments regularly without missing any, and give your best effort all 
semester especially on the tests and the original research project.  


This is an important and serious course and so if you do not think you are up to doing all 
of these things then I would strongly suggest you drop this course and sign up for an in-
person section. If you do not follow all of these suggestions than your apprehension 
about this course is warranted as you will most likely not do well in this class. 
Conversely if you follow these guidelines, then you will find that you have most likely 
done well by the end of the course and be justifiably proud of your efforts and 
achievement. 


Goals 


1. Students will demonstrate knowledge of the discipline of political science and political 
research methods including: foundations of empirical research, the design and structure 
of research, techniques for data collection, and methods for processing and analyzing 
data. 


2. Students will learn and apply basic research skills including statistical analysis with 
MicroCase.  


3. Students will think critically about and discuss political data, issues, research findings 
and methods. 


4. Students will engage in their own original political science research using the 
techniques accepted by the discipline. 


Required Text 


1. Michael K. Le Roy, Research Methods in Political Science: An Introduction Using 
MicroCase, 8th ed., Boston: Wadsworth Cengage, 2013. 
 
 







 


 


You should only buy a new version of the book. Each paperback book comes with 
pages that tear out and with a one-time use code that allows access to the MicroCase 
Statistical Analysis Software. Used books will not give you access to the software and 
are often missing pages.  You can purchase a traditional new hard copy of the book, 
rent a copy, or you can get a new e-version of the book if you prefer (see important note 
below about e-books). Copies should be available at the on-campus bookstore and off-
campus college bookstores and at a variety of websites. You can also buy the hard 
copy, rent a copy, or get the e-version directly from the publisher at the following 
website http://www.cengagebrain.com/shop/isbn/9781133309307. 
 
If you purchase the e-book you must also purchase the access code for the 
MicroCase software separately at this site 
http://www.cengagebrain.com/shop/isbn/978-1-133-35078-1 since the e-book does not 
automatically come with an access code (if you purchase a new paperback copy of the 
book it does include the access code and you do not have to purchase it separately).  
 



http://www.cengagebrain.com/shop/isbn/9781133309307

http://www.cengagebrain.com/shop/isbn/978-1-133-35078-1





MicroCase software does not work on Apple Computers. You will need access to a 
Microsoft based computer to install and run the software.  As an alternative to using 
your own computer, the political science computer lab on the 3rd floor of Howard Phillips 
Hall can also be used to do these assignments. Check the department website for lab 
hours each semester. 


Evaluation 


Overview: This course has 12 Modules – approximately one per week. Each Module will 
require reading a chapter from MicroCase, completing and submitting a MicroCase 
computer assignment, reading the information I post in the module, doing an extension 
assignment and posting it into discussion, and providing feedback to your classmates in 
discussion. In addition there is a midterm exam and a final exam. And last there is an 
original research project (which is MicroCase computer assignment 13). 


Here is the percent of your total grade for each type of assignment: 


*Twelve MicroCase Computer Assignments – 30% of your total grade (I will drop the 
lowest grade before computing your percent – but you would be wise to do all of them 
since they give you the skills you need for the original research project). You will do the 
statistical analysis required by the workbook and upload your answers. For each 
module you may fill in the actual worksheets in the book, scan them and upload them as 
one PDF document or you may type up the answers in a MS Word document and 
upload that. If you choose to type your answers into an MS Word doc you must 
approximate the format of the answer sheet in the book so that I can grade it quickly 
and efficiently. 


*Twelve Extension Assignments Including Discussion with Classmates – 15% of your 
total grade (I will drop the lowest grade before computing your percent but you would be 
wise to do all of them since they give you practice on skills you will need for the tests). 


*Two Exams – 40% of your total grade (the midterm and the final exam are each worth 
20%). The exams will be multiple choice and problem solving. The final exam is 
cumulative as the scope and methods class is a skills course that builds over the 
semester. 


*Original Research Project (MicroCase Chapter 13) -15% of total your grade  


Policies 


1. If you have questions about the course of a general nature do not e-mail me initially. 
Instead post your question in the Discussions section of the web site. Once in 
Discussions select the topic “Questions for Professor Jewett” and then click in the 
“Reply” box and type in your question and then hit “Post Reply.” You may have to wait 
up to 48 hours for a response but I am usually much quicker than that. You should 
review this section before asking your question as someone else may have already 







asked it. Of course if your problem is personal (grade related for instance) or involves 
not being able to get on the site (and hence unable to get to Discussions) feel free to e-
mail me at my normal e-mail address. 


2. If you would like to seek the help of fellow students go to Discussions and select the 
topic “Students Seeking Help from Students” and post your question as above. This can 
be a technical question about computer problems or a subject matter question. I will 
give extra credit to students who help others! 


3. Online courses require students to be self-motivated and do work on a regular basis 
without being reminded of assignments and due dates. The average student can expect 
to put in at least 10-12 hours a week on this course if they want to do well. The 
expected hourly requirement is more than for my other courses because this is a more 
difficult class for most students. You will probably need to read and then reread many of 
the modules and MicroCase chapters to really understand them. 


4. Late assignments will not be accepted for MicroCase Computer Assignments. Tests 
will not be reopened once they are closed. If you are late posting your Extension 
Assignment/Discussion you will receive only half-credit and once the module closes you 
will not be able to post it or discuss it and will lose all credit. Do not wait until the last 
minute to do assignments and tests. Computer problems and Internet connection 
problems will happen. They are not acceptable excuses for missing due dates and 
deadlines. Due times for graded assignments are usually 11 pm Eastern Standard 
Time. I give a 59 minute grace period until 11:59 pm before I officially consider an 
assignment late.  


5. I will drop your lowest MicroCase computer assignment score and lowest 
Extension/Discussion score when I compute your final grade - this may occur in the 
same week and module or it could be a computer assignment from one week and an 
Extension/Discussion from another. Since I am not accepting late assignments after a 
module closes this will provide you a measure of protection should something happen 
that prevents you from doing a module or part of a module (computer glitch, illness, 
vacation etc.). However remember that the course is cumulative and that you will need 
to master all material for the final exam and especially for the final research project so 
you are advised to do all 12 assignments. 


6. I follow and enforce the UCF policies pertaining to academic honesty and integrity 
and expect professional student conduct. See the UCF policies established in the 
Golden Rule (http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/) if you are unfamiliar (particularly the 
section on Academic Conduct). 


7. Students registered with UCF Disability Services (http://sds.sdes.ucf.edu/) will be 
given accommodation as determined by UCF Disability Services. 


Grading Scale 



http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://sds.sdes.ucf.edu/





This class is on a 10 point grading scale with no plus minus grades. 


100-90 A (Outstanding or excellent work) 


89-80 B (Good, above average work) 


79-70 C (Average work) 


69-60 D (Below average, poor work) 


59-0 F (Unacceptable work or missed assignment) 


Assignment Due Dates 


Academic Engagement Assignment Required by Federal Government Regulations: 
Pretest due by Friday 8/28 at 5:00 pm EST. 


Faculty members are required to document students' academic activity at the beginning 
of each course. In order to document that you began this course, please complete the 
following academic activity by the end of the first week of classes, or as soon as 
possible after adding the course, but no later than Friday August 28th 5:00 pm EST. 
Failure to do so will result in a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid. 


Go to Quizzes and click on “Pretest” and then “Take the Quiz.” You have 1 hour to take 
the pretest. Please do not study beforehand or look up answers when taking the pretest 
– if you do not know the answer then just make your best guess. I want to get an honest 
assessment of how much you know about the course material before we get started (so 
please do not just take 2 minutes for the whole quiz and randomly hit answers either – 
actually read the questions and see if you know the answer). Once you answer all the 
questions hit “Submit Quiz.” 


Module 1 Political Science, the Scientific Approach and the Research Process: 
MicroCase Worksheet due by Sunday 9/6 at 11 pm; Initial discussion posting due by 
Monday 9/7 at 11 pm; additional postings due by, and module closes on, Wednesday 
9/9 11:00 pm 


For Module 1 please read: MicroCase Chapter 1 A Brief Overview of Research Methods 


PLEASE NOTE: JUST BECAUSE SOME DUE DATES FALLS OVER THE LABOR 
DAY HOLIDAY DOES NOT MEAN YOU HAVE TO WAIT UNTIL THEN TO DO THE 
ASSIGNMENT! 


Module 2 Conceptual Foundations: The Measurement of Political Concepts: MicroCase 
Worksheet due by Sunday 9/13 at 11 pm; Initial discussion posting due by Monday 9/14 
at 11 pm; additional postings due by, and module closes on, Wednesday 9/16 11:00 pm 







For Module 2 please read: MicroCase Chapter 2 Measurement 1 Basic Ideas 


Module 3 Measurement and Types of Data in Political Science: MicroCase Worksheet 
due by Sunday 9/20 at 11 pm; Initial discussion posting due by Monday 9/21 at 11 pm; 
additional postings due by, and module closes on, Wednesday 9/23 11:00 pm 


For Module 3 please read: MicroCase Chapter 3 Measurement 2 Types of Data 


Module 4 Basic Elements of Research: Variables, Covariation, and Hypotheses: 
MicroCase Worksheet due by Sunday 9/27 at 11 pm; Initial discussion posting due by 
Monday 9/28 at 11 pm; additional postings due by, and module closes on, Wednesday 
9/30 11:00 pm 


For Module 4 please read: MicroCase Chapter 4 Variables Variation Explanation 


Module 5 Survey Research and Questions (and a follow-up on Hypotheses): MicroCase 
Worksheet due by Sunday 10/4 at 11 pm; Initial discussion posting due by Monday 10/5 
at 11 pm; additional postings due by, and module closes on, Wednesday 10/7 11:00 pm 


For Module 5 please read: MicroCase Chapter 5 Hypotheses 


Module 6 Sampling: MicroCase Worksheet due by Sunday 10/11 at 11 pm; Initial 
discussion posting due by Monday 10/12 at 11 pm; additional postings due by, and 
module closes on, Wednesday 10/14 11:00 pm 


For Module 6 please read: MicroCase Chapter 6 Sampling 


Module 7 Research Design, Data Preparation, and Entry: MicroCase Worksheet due by 
Sunday 10/18 at 11 pm; Initial discussion posting due by Monday 10/19 at 11 pm; 
additional postings due by, and module closes on, Wednesday 10/21 11:00 pm 


For Module 7 please read: MicroCase Chapter 7 Data Preparation and Entry  


Midterm Exam Due by Monday 10/26 at 11pm 


Withdrawal Deadline Monday 11/2 11:59 p.m. 


Module 8 The Univariate Distribution: Describing Political Phenomenon with Statistics: 
MicroCase Worksheet due by Sunday 11/1 at 11 pm; Initial discussion posting due by 
Monday 11/2 at 11 pm; additional postings due by, and module closes on, Wednesday 
11/4 11:00 pm 


For Module 8 please read: MicroCase Chapter 8 Descriptive Statistics 


Module 9 Bivariate Analysis: Testing Hypotheses with Crosstabulations (Crosstabs): 
MicroCase Worksheet due by Sunday 11/8 at 11 pm; Initial discussion posting due by 







Monday 11/9 at 11 pm; additional postings due by, and module closes on, Wednesday 
11/11 11:00 pm 


For Module 9 please read: MicroCase Chapter 9 Cross Tabs 


PLEASE NOTE: JUST BECAUSE SOME DUE DATE FALLS OVER THE VETERANS’ 
DAY HOLIDAY DOES NOT MEAN YOU HAVE TO WAIT UNTIL THEN TO DO THE 
ASSIGNMENT! 


Module 10 Significance Testing and Measures of Association: MicroCase Worksheet 
due by Sunday 11/15 at 11 pm; Initial discussion posting due by Monday 11/16 at 11 
pm; additional postings due by, and module closes on, Wednesday 11/18 11:00 pm 


For Module 10 please read: MicroCase Chapter 10 Statistical Significance and 
Measures of Association 


Module 11 Control, Elaboration, and Multivariate Analysis: Crosstabs with a Control 
Variable): MicroCase Worksheet due by Sunday 11/22 at 11 pm; Initial discussion 
posting due by Monday 11/23 at 11 pm; additional postings due by, and module closes 
on, Wednesday 11/25 11:00 pm  


For Module 11 please read: MicroCase Chapter 11 Controlling for a 3rd Variable 


Module 12 Correlation and Regression Analysis: MicroCase Worksheet due by Sunday 
11/29 at 11 pm; Initial discussion posting due by Monday 11/30 at 11 pm; additional 
postings due by, and module closes on, Wednesday 12/2 11:00 pm 


For Module 12 please read: MicroCase Chapter 12 Correlation and Regression 


Final Exam Due by Monday 12/7 at 11pm 


MicroCase Chapter 13 Worksheet (Original Research Project) Due by Monday Dec 14 
at 11pm 


Fall Term Ends: Tuesday December 15 


Getting Started 


Go to the home page, go to Quizzes and click on “Pretest” and then “Take the Quiz” (as 
described above to document your participation in the course). After that, to begin the 
academic part of the course, click on Modules and then read and follow the instructions 
for Module 1. 


 








GEO 3471 
World Political Geography 


 
Dr. Robert L. Bledsoe   OFFICE:  Main campus/Phillips Hall 302 
D140-313    HOURS:   9:00-11:00MWF/1:00-3:00W  
6:00-8:50M           
robert.bledsoe@ucf.edu  OFFICE:  Daytona campus/Bldg 150/Rm 200 
drbled@aol.com                                 HOURS:  5:00-5:50M  


 
Course Outline 


 
1. Course Objectives.  This one semester course in world political geography is 
designed to: 
 (1) introduce you to the variables that help us understand how the global system 
functions in its physical, political, and human/cultural dimensions; 
 (2) gain an understanding of how those variables influence regional development; 
 (3) understand how these regions are interconnected; 
 (4) become aware of the debate over whether globalization has transformed the 
international system into convergence versus those who argue that it has intensified 
divergence. 
 
 The primary purpose of the course is to provide the basic tools for any student to 
better understand the world in which we live.  Since this is likely to be the only course 
you will take in the field of geography, we will be doing a “cook’s tour” of the field (i.e., 
you will be introduced to more than one course in geography).  Much of the material 
presented during class meetings will not be in the textbook, so it is your responsibility to 
both attend class and thoroughly comprehend the material in the textbook. 
 
2. Course Requirements.  The course will consist of a series of lectures focusing 
upon the topics and issues outlined in Section 6.  You are encouraged to ask questions, 
inject personal observations, and challenge the assertions of the professor. Attend all 
class meetings.  While no formal record of attendance is kept, you will find that failure to 
attend class will soon be reflected in your course performance, as lecture material will 
often not be found in your reading assignments.  Read and master the material in the 
assignments.  These are found in the textbook for the course: 
 
 Les Rowntree, Martin Lewis, Marie Price, and William Wyckoff, Diversity Amid 
Globalization: World Regions, Environment, Development. 6th ed. Pearson. 2015. 
  
This is the only textbook required for the course.  Reading the assignments and keeping 
up with the lectures is your responsibility.  No specific pages of readings will be given 
from one lecture to another.  Pace yourself according to the topics under consideration 
during lecture periods. 
   
3. Examinations.  Since there is so much material to deal with, there will be four (4) 
examinations during the course.  All will consist of short answer, true/false, and multiple 







choice questions dealing with concepts, principles, themes, comparisons, trends, 
countries/regions, geographic features, etc. All four will have map identification 
questions.  Examinations are not cumulative.  Each exam will cover that portion of the 
material outlined in Section 5.  Midterms are tentatively scheduled as follows and will be 
held at the normal class time and meeting place: 
 
 (1) Monday, September 28 
 (2) Monday, October 19 
            (3) Monday, November 16 
             
The last examination (fourth midterm) will be held at the normal class meeting place 
from 7:00-9:50pm Monday December 14.  You will not need Scantrons or blue books 
for exams.  You will use the exam question sheets for your answers.  Attendance at 
examinations is mandatory.  There are no makeup exams.  In addition, after the 
first person has turned in their exam and left the room, no one who is tardy and 
arrives after that time will be allowed to take the exam – they will have missed the 
test.  Exams will be taken in pen (no pencils).  Be prepared to remain for the duration 
once the exams have been handed out, so make sure you are prepared to remain in class 
for anywhere from 50 minutes to 3 hours (or until you are finished and have handed in 
your exam). 
 
4. Book Report.  You have the option of doing a book report on one of the 
following books as a substitution for one of the exams (see Section 5 below for grading 
scheme).  Some of these are on Reserve in the Main Library. You are strongly 
encouraged to elect this research option, as it will help develop critical thinking and 
writing skills, as well as provide a learning experience in a substantive area in more depth 
than covered in class.  Critical thinking and writing skills are necessary tools for you to 
succeed in your chosen career field and essential tools for pursuing advanced academic or 
professional degrees.  The following steps are involved in this project: 
 a.  e-mail me with your choice of books no later than Monday, Sept. 7 
 b.  after completion of your reading and organizing of your notes and materials, 
develop an outline of how you propose to write your book report and send me a dated 
typed outline before you start serious writing no later than Monday, Nov. 9 
 c.  your final typed double-spaced footnoted report must include: 
  bibliographic citation 
  background of the author(s) 
  major themes of the book 
  the biases of the book 
  author(s) conclusions 
  an analysis of at least two scholarly book reviews on the book (including 
where you agree and disagree with the reviewers) Book report is due by the end of 
class on Monday, Dec. 7.  I will not accept late book reports.  For those books on 
Reserve at the Library Main Desk from which to make your selection, please honor the 
Reserve policy and also show respect for the book (no damage, no underlining, no 
notations, etc.): 
 







J. Michael Adams and Angelo Carfagna, Coming of Age in a Globalized World. 
Kumarian Press. 2006. 
Daron Acemoglu and James Robinson, Why Nations Fail. Crown. 2012. 
John Agnew and Luca Muscara, Making Political Geography. Rowman and Littlefield.  
2012. 
Saul Cohen, Geopolitics: The Geography of International Relations. Rowman & 
Littlefield. 2014. 
Niall Ferguson, Civilizations: The West and the Rest.  
Jeffrey Frieden, Global Capitalism: Its Fall and Rise in the Twentieth Century. Norton. 
2006. 
Thomas Friedman, Hot, Flat and Crowded: Why We Need a Green Revolution – and 
How It Can Renew America. Picador. 2009. 
Thomas Friedman, The Lexus and the Olive Tree. Farrar, Strauss, and Giroux. 1999. 
Thomas Friedman, The World is Flat. 
Al Gore, An Inconvenient Truth: The Planetary Emergency of Global Warming and What 
We Can Do About It. Rodale. 2006. 
Paul Hopper, Understanding Cultural Globalization. Polity Press. 2007. 
Robert Kaplan, The Revenge of Geography. Random House. 2012. 
Henry Kissinger, On China. Penguin. 2011. 
Henry Kissinger, World Order. 
Naomi Klein, This Changes Everything: Capitalism vs. the Climate. Simon & Schuster. 
2014 
Baldev Raj Nayar, The Geopolitics of Globalization. Oxford. 2005. 
Thomas Piketty, Capitalism. Harvard. 2014. 
Dani Rodrik, The Globalization Paradox: Democracy and the Future of the World 
Economy. Norton. 2011. 
Mark Schapiro, Carbon Shock: A Tale of Risk and Calculus From the Front Lines of the 
Disrupted Global Economy. Chelsea Green. 2014. 
Ken Silverstein, The Secret World of Oil. Verso. 2014. 
Joseph Stiglitz, Making Globalization Work. Norton. 2007. 
Fareed Zakaria, The Post-American World. Norton. 2008. 
 
 
5. Grades.  There are five possible grades for the course: 
 
  Exams   (4 x 25%) = 100% 
  Book Report         25%   = 125%  
   
Each student must have four grades to equal 100% of the course.  This can be the four 
examinations or three examinations and the book report (thus you can skip an exam, 
including the final) or do everything and drop the lowest of the five grades.  Be very 
careful how you decide upon your options, as there are no makeup exams (either 
midterms or final).  In no case is it wise to miss the first examination.  This is the one that 
lets you know what is important to study for.  Make your vacation plans for after finals 
week. 
 







Letter grades:  90-100 = A  (Note: there will be no +/- grades) 
   80-89   = B 
   70-79   = C 
   60-69   = D 
   < 60     = F 
 
 
6. Assignments. 
 
 I. GEOGRAPHIC VARIABLES AND THEMES Chptr 1 (pp. 2-29) 
  REGIONS 
   North America    Chptr 3 
   Middle and South America   Chptr 4 
 


---First Midterm (Monday, September 28)--- 
 


 II. GEOGRAPHICAL VARIABLES AND THEMES Chptr. 1 (pp. 29-47) 
  REGIONS         
   Caribbean     Chptr 5 
   Sub-Saharan Africa    Chptr 6 
   Southwest Asia/North Africa   Chptr 7 
    http://www.vox.com/a/maps-explain-the-middle-east 
 
  ---Second Midterm (Monday, October 19)--- 


Note: withdrawal deadline is Monday, November 2 
 
 III. GEOGRAPHICAL VARIABLES AND THEMES Chptr. 2 (pp. 50-65) 
.  REGIONS        
   Europe      Chptr 8 
   Russia      Chptr. 9 
    www.vox.com/cards/ukraine-everything-you-need-to-know 


Central Asia     Chptr 10 
 


---Third Midterm (Monday, November 16)--- 
 


 IV. GEOGRAPHICAL VARIABLES AND THEMES Chptr. 2 (pp. 66-79) 
  REGIONS       
   East Asia     Chptr 11 
   South Asia     Chptr 12 
   Southeast Asia     Chptr.13 
   Australia/Oceania       Chptr. 14  
 


---Fourth Midterm (Monday, December 14)--- 
 
 WELCOME TO WORLD POLITICAL GEOGRAPHY AND MAY 
  YOU HAVE A SUCCESSFUL FALL SEMESTER 



http://www.vox.com/a/maps-explain-the-middle-east

http://www.vox.com/cards/ukraine-everything-you-need-to-know





 
 
Some Ground Rules: 
 
(1) Classroom 
  no food or drinks (water is ok) 
           no smoking 
  turn off beepers, pagers, cell phones, etc. 
  tape recorders and laptops are permitted  
  if you are late, please come in anyway but try not to be disruptive when  
   entering the room 
 
(2) Communications 
  feel free to email me 


office – robert.bledsoe@ucf.edu (be advised that UCF Webmail is 
public domain and your confidentiality could be compromised; use 
our Webcourse site for grades and confidential matters) 


   home -  drbled@aol.com 
  call me at the office but not at home 
   Main campus (407-823-2608) 
   Daytona Beach (386-506-4088) 
  see me during office hours or by appointment (see telephone numbers  
   above) 
 
(3) Exams 
  if you are late on an exam day and a student has already turned in their  
   exam and departed before you arrive, you are too late and I will not 
   let you take the exam 


once the exam has started, you may not leave the room until you have   
            finished and turned in your exam (thus, be prepared to stay in the 
classroom from 75 minutes to up to 3 hours)                             


                        final grades are not posted on my office door nor will they be given out                                                                                                                                      
over the telephone/e-mail nor by the Office staff.  I will be happy to return any course 
materials you may want if you provide me a stamped, addressed large envelop.  Midterm 
grades will not be posted on MyGrades (only your final grade at the end of the term).  
Midterm grades are returned in class with your exams. 
 
Note: syllabus is subject to change at the discretion of the Instructor 
 
 








CPO 6038


Political Development
Fall 2015


Instructor: Andrew Boutton


Office: TBA


Office Hours: TBA


Email: atboutton@gmail.com


Time: T 6:00 - 8:50


Place: TBA


Overview:


This course is intended for both MA and doctoral students and will be most beneficial for those who have
completed an introductory statistics and research design course. Broadly, the course focuses on the political
determinants of economic development, as well as the economic causes of political outcomes. We will begin
with historical accounts of economic and political development, and then proceed into a survey of the current
literature on these topics. The course covers the following topics related to economic and political develop-
ment: experimental approaches, historical and geographic theories, inequality, poverty, political institutions
and instability, autocracy, democratization, corruption, trade, and foreign aid. The course will be reading
intensive, so please register for the class only if you are able to commit to completing all of the required
reading before each class. Students are expected to lead seminar discussions as well as write and present
critical essays based on the readings.


Requirements:


Students are expected to: 1) attend all seminars; 2) read assigned material and be prepared to discuss the
material before each seminar meeting; 3) submit discussion questions to the class based on the readings
before the start of each seminar; 4) lead seminar discussion; 5) complete 4 written assignments.


Grading:


Seminar Participation (30%); Discussion leader (30%); Written assignments (40% = 4 @ 10% each).


Seminar Participation (30%):


Students are expected to attend each seminar, read the assigned material before each class, and be actively
engaged in class discussions. Before 12AM the night before the seminar, each student is expected to submit
to me three discussion questions drawn from the reading via email. Each week two students will present the
main points from their critical essays. Starting in Week 5, each class period will be divided into two periods.
During the first period, we will do three things: 1) each student will provide a brief (3 minutes or less)
oral response to the readings, highlighting at least one issue for discussion; 2) the discussants will give their
presentations in front of the class ( 30 minutes, power points/visual aids strongly encouraged). Following a
10-15 minute break, the second period of the class will be open discussion of the readings. Week 1 will be
an introductory class, lasting not more than 1 hour. Weeks 2-4 will be discussions of Diamond, Polyani, and
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North et al. Every student will write a critical essay covering these three readings, due the Monday before
Week 2. I will lead discussion and students are not required to submit questions for these weeks. In week
5, I will lecture on basic models of economic development, and students are required to submit discussion
questions beginning this week.


Discussion leader (30%):


The discussant’s presentation should not be a summary of the readings. It’s assumed that we will all
have read them; simply summarizing the readings is boring and adds nothing to the class. Rather, your
presentations should accomplish the following:


• Discuss the theoretical assumptions. Are they accurate? Are they necessary? How do the results
change if we relax the key assumptions?


• Discuss the testable implications of the theory.


• Assess the quality of main empirical finding.


• Why do the readings agree or disagree? What are the reasons for different empirical findings?


• What is the next step in this research agenda? Propose something: it doesn’t have to be right, just
plausible. If you could have any type of data, what question would you try to answer as an extension
of this research? What case(s) don’t fit the theoretical assumptions? How would you amend the theory
to accommodate this data? (think about the readings as a whole)


Written assignments (40%):


There will be four written assignments for this course.


1. Discussion paper on Diamond, North et al., and Polyani.


2. Three (3) discussion papers spaced throughout Weeks 6-16 (excluding Week 14 - Thanksgiving).


Beginning in Week 6, students can choose any 3 weeks to submit a discussion paper. Each paper should be
submitted by email to me. Discussion papers should follow the outline for Discussants above, and should be
roughly 6-8 pages in length.


Readings:


The following books are available at the book store or Amazon. Required readings in published journals
are available on Google scholar or through the library website. Some readings will be posted on the class
website; others can be found by following the embedded links.


• Diamond, Jared. 1999. Guns, Germs, and Steel. New York: W.W. Norton.


• North, Douglass C., John Joseph Wallis, and Barry R. Weingast. 2009. Violence and Social Orders.
New York: Cambridge University Press.


• Polyani, Karl. 1944. The Great Transformation. Boston: Beacon.
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Course Schedule:


Week 1: Introduction & Background


August 25: No reading


Week 2 (September 1): Deep Roots of Development


Diamond, Jared. 1999. Guns, Germs, and Steel. New York: W.W. Norton. pages 83-191 and 354-401.


Week 3 (September 8): Industrialization of the West


Polyani, Karl. 1944. The Great Transformation. Boston: Beacon.


Week 4 (September 15): Violence, Institutions, and State Formation


North, Douglass C., John Joseph Wallis, and Barry R. Weingast. 2009. Violence and Social Orders.
New York: Cambridge University Press.


Week 5 (September 22): Theory and Background


Pritchett, Lant. 1997. “Divergence, Big Time” Journal of Economic Perspectives 11(3): 3-17.


Dollar, David and A. Kraay. 2002. “Growth Is Good for the Poor.” Journal of Economic Growth 7:
195-225.


Barro, Robert J. and Xavier Sala-i-Martin. 2004. Economic Growth. (Second Edition) Chapter 1.


Keefer, Philip. 2004. “What Does Political Economy Tell Us About Economic Development and Vice
Versa?” Annual Review of Political Science 7: 247-272.


Week 6 (September 29): Experimental and Micro Approaches


Banerjee, Abhijit and Esther Duflo. 2008. “The Experimental Approach to Development Economics.”
NBER Working Paper 14467, November 2008. Available at http://www.nber.org/papers/w14467.pdf


Humphreys, Macartan and Jeremy Weinstein. 2009. “Field Experiments and the Political Economy
of Development,” Annual Review of Political Science, 12: 367-378.


Olken, Benjamin. 2010. “Direct Democracy and Local Public Goods: Evidence from a Field Experi-
ment in Indonesia.” American Political Science Review 104(2)


Berger, Daniel. 2009 “Taxes, Institutions, and Local Governance: Evidence from a Natural Experiment
in Colonial Nigeria” Working paper https://files.nyu.edu/db1299/public/Nigeria.pdf


Week 7 (October 6): Geography and Initial Conditions


Olsson, Ola, and Douglas A. Hibbs, Jr. 2005. “Biogeography and Long-Run Economic Development.”
European Economic Review 49(4): 909-938


Acemoglu, Daron Simon Johnson, and James Robinson. 2002. “Reversal of Fortune: Geography and
Institutions in the Making of the Modern World.” Quarterly Journal of Economics 117: 1231-1294.


Landes, David. 2006. “Why Europe and the West? Why not China?” Journal of Economic Perspectives
20 (Spring): 3-22.


Engerman, S. and K. Sokoloff. 2000 . “History Lessons: Institutions, Factor Endowments, and Differ-
ential Paths of Development in the New World.” The Journal of Economic Perspectives 14(3): 217-232.
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Week 8 (October 13): Historical Legacies


Acemoglu, Daron, Simon Johnson, and James A. Robinson. 2001. “The Colonial Origins of Compar-
ative Development: An Empirical Investigation.” American Economic Review 91(5): 1369-1401.


Banerjee, Abhijit, and Lakshmi Iyer. 2005. “History, Institutions, and Economic Performance: The
Legacy of Colonial Land Tenure Systems in India.” American Economic Review 95(4): 1190-1213.


Mamdani, Mahmood. 1996. Citizen and Subject: Contemporary Africa and the Legacy of Late
Colonialism. Princeton: Princeton University Press. Chapters 1 & 3


Lange, Matthew, James Mahoney, and Matthias vom Hau. 2006. “Colonialism and Development: A
Comparative Analysis of Spanish and British Colonies.” American Journal of Sociology 111(5): 1412-62


Hariri, Jacob Gerner. 2012. “The Autocratic Legacy of Early Statehood.” American Political Science
Review 106(3):471-494.


Week 9 (October 20): Inequality


Persson, Torsten and Guido Tabellini. 1994. “Is Inequality Harmful for Growth?” American Economic
Review. 84(3): 600-621.


Williamson, Jeffrey. 1996. “Globalization, Convergence, and History.” The Journal of Economic
History 56(2): 277-306


Banerjee, Abhijit, and Esther Duflo. 2003. “Inequality and Growth: What Can the Data Say?”
Journal of Economic Growth 8(3): 267-299.


Acemoglu, Daron and James A. Robinson. 2001. “A Theory of Political Transitions,” The American
Economic Review 91(4): 938-963.


Week 10 (October 27): Clientelism, Corruption, and Rent-seeking


Shleifer, A. and R. Vishny, 1993. “Corruption.” Quarterly Journal of Economics. 108: 599-617.


Bardhan, P. 1997. “Corruption and development: A review of issues,” Journal of Economic Literature
35: 1320-1346


Keefer, Phil 2007 “Clientelism, credibility and the policy choices of young democracies.” American
Journal of Political Science 51(4): 804-821


Stokes, Susan C., Thad Dunning, Marcelo Nazareno and Valeria Brusco. 2013. Brokers, voters, and
clientelism: The puzzle of distributive politics. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press. Chapters
1 & 6


Bratton, Michael and Nicolas van de Walle, 1994. “Neo-Patrimonial Regimes and Political Transitions
in Africa,” World Politics 46(July): 453-489.


Week 11 (November 3): Institutions and Development


Glaeser, Edward L., et al. 2004 “Do institutions cause growth?” Journal of Economic Growth 9(3):
271-303.


Acemoglu, Daron, Simon Johnson, and James Robinson. 2005. “Institutions as a fundamental cause of
long-run growth.” Handbook of economic growth 1: 385-472. http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1574068405010063


North, Douglas, Barry Weingast. 1989. “Constitutions and Commitment: The Evolution of Institu-
tions Governing Public Choice in Seventeenth Century England,” Journal of Economic History 49(4):
803-32


4



http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1574068405010063





Besley, Tim and Torsten Persson. The Origins of State Capacity: Property Rights, Taxation and
Politics, American Economic Review, 99(4), 1218-44, 2009.


Week 12 (November 10): Development and Democratization


Olson, Mancur. 1993. “Dictatorship, Democracy and Development,” American Political Science Re-
view 87: 567-76.


Wiarda, Howard. 1968. Dictatorship and Development: The Methods of Control in Trujillo’s Domini-
can Republic. Gainesville: University of Florida Press. pp. 42-59, 62-69, 74-80, 81-101.


Robinson, James. 2006. “Economic Development and Democracy,” Annual Review of Political Science
9: 503-527.


Acemoglu, Daron and James A. Robinson. 2006. Economic Origins of Dictatorship and Democracy.
New York: Cambridge University Press. pp. 92-109, 118-151.


Przeworski, Adam, and Fernando Limongi. 1993. “Political Regimes and Economic Growth,” Journal
of Economic Perspectives 7:51-69.


Week 13 (November 17): Trade


Robert H. Bates. 1984. Markets and States in Tropical Africa. University of California Press.


Frankel, Jeffrey A. & David Romer. 1999. “Does Trade Cause Growth?” American Economic Review
89(3): 379-399


Maertens, Miet and Johan F.M. Swinnen. 2009. “Trade, Standards, and Poverty: Evidence from
Senegal” World Development 37(1): 161-178


Rogowski, Ronald 1987. “Political Cleavages and Changing Exposure to Trade.” American Political
Science Review 81(4): 1121-1137


Week 14 (November 24): NO CLASS


Week 15 (December 1): Foreign Aid and Development


Burnside, Craig and David Dollar. 2000. “Aid, Policies, and Growth.” American Economic Review
90(4): 847-868


Easterly, William, Ross Levine, and David Roodman. 2004. “Aid, Policies, and Growth: Comment.”
American Economic Review 94(3): 774-780.


Sachs, Jeffrey et al. 2004. “Ending Africas Poverty Trap.” Brookings Papers on Economic Activity 1:
114-146


Wright, Joseph and Matthew Winters. 2010. “The politics of effective foreign aid.” Annual Review of
Political Science 13:61-80.


Week 16 (December 8): Foreign Aid and Politics


Svensson, Jakob. 2000 “Foreign aid and rent-seeking.” Journal of International Economics 51: 437-461.


Moss, Todd, Gunilla Pettersson, and Nicolas Van de Walle. 2006. “An aid-institutions paradox? A
review essay on aid dependency and state building in sub-Saharan Africa.” Center for Global Devel-
opment working paper 74.


Ahmed, Faisal Z. 2012 “The Perils of Unearned Foreign Income: Aid, Remittances, and Government
Survival.” American Political Science Review 106(1): 146-165.
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Morrison, Kevin. 2009. “Oil, Nontax Revenue, and the Redistributional Foundations of Regime
Stability.” International Organization. 63(1): 10738.


University Writing Center


The University Writing Center (UWC) is a free resource for UCF undergraduates and graduates. At the
UWC, a trained writing consultant will work individually with you on anything you are writing (in or out of
class), at any point in the writing process from brainstorming to editing. Appointments are recommended,
but not required. For more information or to make an appointment, visit the UWC website at http:


//www.uwc.ucf.eduhttp://www.uwc.ucf.edu, stop by MOD 608, or call 407.823.2197.


University Policies


Academic Conduct Policy
Academic dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated. If you are uncertain as to what constitutes aca-
demic dishonesty, please consult The Golden Rule, the University of Central Florida’s Student Hand-
book (http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/) for further de-
tails. As in all University courses, The Golden Rule Rules of Conduct will be applied. Violations of these
rules will result in a record of the infraction being placed in your file and receiving a zero on the work in
question AT A MINIMUM. At the instructors discretion, you may also receive a failing grade for the course.
Confirmation of such incidents can also result in expulsion from the University


Note to students with disabilities:
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all persons with
disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students who need accommodations
must be registered with Student Disability Services, Ferrell Commons Room 185, Phone: (407) 823-2371,
TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting accommodations from the professor.
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Comparative Politics 
Fall 2015 


Course Information 


Course Name Comparative Politics 


Course ID & Section CPO 3103 0W59 


Credit Hours 3 


Semester/Year Fall  2015 


Location World Wide Web 


Instructor Contact 


Instructor Dr. Anca Turcu 


Office UCF Valencia West, Building 11, Office 227 and also available through 
Canvas Chat 


Office Hours Thursdays: 10:00AM- 12:00 PM. 


E-mail 


Anca.Turcu@ucf.edu 


You may also e-mail me by using the Canvas e-mail/ message system. I 
will use that system to send out updates, important messages or 
announcements. If you e-mail me, I will do my best to get back to you 
quickly, but I may take up to 48 hours to respond. Please note that I do 
only respond to e-mail during regular business hours. 


Academic and 
Content Related 


Questions 


If you have questions about the academic material or class content, do not 
hesitate to contact me! Questions, feedback or comments are all 
welcome. For non-academic (not course content related questions), 
please see below. 


Other Contact 
Information 


If you have questions regarding technical support or any other non-
academic, non-course content related issues, you have to seek help 
through the technical support link on the class Home Page. 



mailto:Anca.Turcu@ucf.edu?subject=CPO3103





Course Description 


This class will explore the government and politics of a number of countries around the 
Globe while providing a comparative insight into the institutions, electoral systems and 
processes that are specific to their governments. We will also examine historical contexts, 
political culture, social realities and policy outcomes specific to each country. 


Course Objectives 


On completing this course students will be able to: 


1. describe and analyze differences between the institutions and governmental systems of 
different countries 


2. discuss the implications of different electoral systems for institutional change 
3. comprehend traits of political culture and current developments in different countries 
4. analyze the impact of institutions and government policies upon the democratization 


process in each country 


Required Text 


"Comparative Politics" by David J. Samuels, Pearson Education, 1st edition, 2012 


Other Materials: Documentaries and Clips 


For some modules in this class, you will be asked to watch documentaries, clips and other 
multimedia materials. Most of these clips will be available for free online via YouTube, 
PBS.org, TEDTalks and other sources. I will provide further details about these video 
materials in each individual module and provide you with links or a clear indication where 
you can find the material. Not viewing these documentaries or clips is not an option, since 
they are a central part of the class and quizzes and the written assignments will draw on 
these materials quite extensively. 


Academic Calendar 


Week Module Topic(s) Readings 


Intro Week  
(08/24-31) 


 Introductory 
Module 


 Introduction and class 
overview 


 Syllabus 


Week 1 
(08/31-09/ 
07) 


Module 1 Doing Comparative Politics Samuels Ch.1 


Week 2 
(09/07- 14) 


Module 2 The State Samuels Ch.2 







Week 3 
(09/14- 21) 


Module 3 Democratic Political 
Regimes 


Samuels Ch. 3 


Week 4 
(09/21- 28) 


Module 4 Non-Democratic Political 
Regimes 


Samuels Ch.4 


Week 5 
(09/28-
10/05) 


Module 5 Regime Change Samuels Ch. 5 


Week 6 
(10/05-12) 


Module 6 Political Identity Samuels Ch. 6 


Week 7 
(10/12- 19) 


Module 7 Religion and Politics Samuels Ch.7 


Week 8 
(10/19-26) 


Module 8 Gender and Politics Samuels Ch. 8 


Week 9 
(10/26-
11/02) 


Module 9 Collective Action Samuels Ch. 9 


Week 10 
(11/02-09) 


Module 10 Political Violence Samuels Ch. 10 


 
Week 11 


(11/09-16) 


Module 11 Political Economy and 
Development 


Samuels Ch. 11 


Week 12 
(11/16-23) 


Module 12 The Political Economy of 
Redistribution 


Samuels Ch. 12 


Week 13 
(11/23-30) 


Module 13 Globalization Samuels Ch. 13  


Week 14 
(11/30-
12/07) 


No New Module Final Project Complete your Final 
Project by 12/07 


    


Course Requirements 


Weekly Assignments Thirteen weekly assignments (starting with Week 1: 08/31-09/07) will 
test your knowledge of the material from the module covered during each week. These 
weekly assignments may be quizzes (timed), short response papers, online discussions or 
other assignments. Your lowest scoring weekly assignment will be dropped at the end of 
class, leaving you with twelve weekly assignment scores, worth 5% of your grade each. 
That is, twelve weekly assignments will make up 60% of your final grade. If you miss a 
weekly assignment, or fail to submit it on time, you will automatically be assigned a grade of 
0 for that assignment. Assignments will be available, with the rest of the content for each 
module, on the Monday of each week and will close by the Monday evening (at 11:59 PM 
EST), of the following week. If the weekly assignment happens to be a quiz, note that 







quizzes are timed and may be taken only once. Note that all written assignments will be 
checked for plagiarism, so make sure to take all necessary measures needed to avoid 
plagiarism. If you are not sure what constitutes plagiarism and how to avoid it, take this UCF 
library tutorial: http://infolit.ucf.edu/students/modules/#article116 Students who cheat, 
commit plagiarism or engage in any other type of dishonest academic behavior will fail the 
class, (will receive an F grade) and will also be subject to disciplinary proceedings. Please 
review the UCF Golden Rule: http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/ Please allow for plenty of time 
to complete each weekly assignment, so that you avoid last minute submissions and the 
technical difficulties that sometimes accompany them. Late submission of weekly 
assignment will not be allowed. After the weekly assignment closes, I will release grades 
and correct answers and you will have one week to review your answers and let me know if 
you have questions regarding your grade. After that, weekly assignment questions and 
answers will no longer be visible. No weekly assignments will be due for Intro Week and 
Week 14.. Weekly assignments submitted after the due date will be given a grade of 0. 


Final Written Project: Students will have to submit a final written project by Monday, 12/07 
at 11:59 PM EST. This project will be worth 40% of your final grade. The assignment for the 
final project will be posted online on Monday, 11/23. The final assignment should not be 
submitted late and will incur a 10 points penalty for every 24 hour delay past due date. No 
submissions will be allowed later than 72 hours past due date. Any missed assignment will 
be given a grade of 0. Cheating and plagiarism rules apply to this assignment as explained 
above. 


Due Dates 


Weekly assignments: due weekly (starting with Week 1: 08/31- 09/07) on Monday evenings 
by 11:59 PM EST EXCEPT for the Introductory Week and Week 14-- when there is no 
weekly assignment. Also, Module 1 and the weekly assignment for Week 1 will be posted 
on Tuesday, 09/08, as Monday 09/07, the university will be closed in observance of Labor 
Day. 


Final project: due by 12/07 2015 at 11:59 PM EST. 


Missed Assignments/Make-Ups 


I will not grant extensions if you fail to submit your work due to technical difficulties. You are 
solely responsible if you fail to submit a quiz or an assignment due to technical difficulties, 
save for a major natural disaster (i.e. a hurricane). In the event of a hurricane, which causes 
power outages and evacuations, do not panic about your online assignments. Your safety 
and that of your family is your first priority. When power is restored, contact me and I will 
work with you to determine the best course of action. Other circumstances, which may be 
considered "unavoidable", include medical or legal emergencies. Pertinent, official 
documentation, will be required if you plan on requesting to make up a quiz or assignment 
due to unavoidable circumstances. You have to submit such documentation no later than a 
week after the due date of the missed assignment has passed. Documentation submitted 
after that date will not be deemed acceptable. 


 







Evaluation and Grading 


Assignment Percentage of Grade 


Weekly Assignments (12) 60% 


Final Project 40% 


Total 100% 


Grading Scale 


Letter Grade Points 


A 93 – 100 


A- 90 – 92 


B+ 87 – 89 


B 83 – 86 


B- 80 – 82 


C+ 77 – 79 


C 73 – 76 


C- 70 – 72 


D+ 67 – 69 


D 63 – 66 


D- 60 – 62 


F 59 and below 







Grading Formula 


(final project*.40) + [(sum of 12 highest scoring weekly assignments assignments/12) *.60] 
= final grade 


Attendance Policy 


This course is web-based, fully online and considered a "W" course. Students are expected 
to fully participate in all online activities and to complete all assignments by the due dates. 


Participation and a timely completion of work and assignments are both considered similar 
to attendance in a face-to-face class. Assignments that are not turned into Canvas before 
the due date, will receive 0 points. Missed quizzes cannot be retaken. 


Federal Financial Aid Requirement 


UCF must comply with a federal financial aid regulation that states that in order to receive 
federal aid, students must be actively academically engaged (according to a federal 
definition) in each course in which they are enrolled. All faculty are required to document 
students' academic activity at the beginning of each course. Without verification of this 
engagement, students will not receive their aid. 


In order to document that you began this course, you will have to submit the student 
introduction, opened under "discussions". Make sure you do so by no later than January 
16th. Failure to do so may result in a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid, or will 
mean that you will not receive your aid. A bonus for completing the student introduction post 
is the fact that you will receive 2 points extra credit added to your grade for the first quiz of 
the semester. 


Academic Honesty 


Students must demonstrate a high level of responsibility and academic honesty and must 
respect the Golden Rule. Because the value of an academic degree depends upon the 
absolute integrity of the work done by the student for that degree, it is imperative that a 
student demonstrate a high standard of individual honor in his or her scholastic work. 


Scholastic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, statements, acts or omissions related to 
applications for enrollment or the award of a degree, and/or the submission as one’s own 
work or material that is not one’s own. As a general rule, scholastic dishonesty involves one 
of the following acts: cheating, plagiarism, self-plagiarism, collusion and/or falsifying 
academic records. 


If you are not sure what constitutes plagiarism and how to avoid it, take this UCF library 
tutorial: http://infolit.ucf.edu/students/modules/#article116 



http://infolit.ucf.edu/students/modules/%23article116





Students who cheat, plagiarize, self-plagiarize, falsify records or practice any other form of 
academic dishonesty will receive an automatic FZ grade for the class and will be referred to 
the university for further disciplinary action. 


Disability Statement 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for 
all persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. 
Students with disabilities who need accommodations in this course must contact the 
professor at the beginning of the semester to discuss needed accommodations. No 
accommodations will be provided until the student has met with the professor to request 
accommodations. Students who need accommodations must be registered with Student 
Disability Services, Student Resource Center Room 132, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD 
only phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting accommodations from the professor. 


Viruses 


A virus can spell disaster. Your use of a reputable anti-virus program is a requirement for 
participation in this course (good ones include McAfee or Norton). 


Also, back up your files: "My hard drive crashed. My modem doesn't work. My printer is out 
of ink." These are today's equivalents of "My dog ate my homework." These events really 
do occur and they are really inconvenient when they do. However, these are not valid 
excuses for failing to get your work in on time. 


E-mail Protocols 


E-mail will be an integral part of this course. Make sure you: Check your e-mail at least 
once every 48 hours during regular business hours (more often is better). 


Be patient. Don't expect an immediate response when you send a message. Generally, two 
days is considered reasonable amount of time to receive a reply. Please not that your 
professor only checks and answers to e-mails during regular business hours. 


Include Subject headings: use something that is descriptive and refer to a particular 
assignment or topic. 


Be courteous and considerate. Being honest and expressing yourself freely is very 
important, but being considerate of others online is just as important as in the classroom. 


Make every effort to be clear. Online communication lacks the nonverbal cues that fill in 
much of the meaning in face-to-face communication. 


Do not use all caps. This makes the message very hard to read and is considered shouting. 
Check spelling, grammar, and punctuation (you may want to compose in a word processor, 
then cut and paste the message into the discussion or e-mail). 



http://www.sds.ucf.edu/

http://www.sds.ucf.edu/





Break up large blocks of text into paragraphs and use a space between paragraphs. 


Sign your e-mail messages. 


Never assume that your e-mail can be read by no one except yourself; others may be able 
to read or access your mail. Never send or keep anything that you would mind seeing on 
the evening news. 


Copyright 


This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, images, 
text materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use doctrine in order 
to enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, download or distribute 
these items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for this online classroom 
environment and your use only. All copyright materials are credited to the copyright holder. 


Technical Assistance 


For specific problems in any of the areas below or for further information go to the 
corresponding link for assistance. 


UCF Home Page will help find UCF resources. 


UCF Service Desk: You can also call the Service Desk at 407-823-5117. 


Learning Online This site provides information on study skills for distance learners, the 
library and the writing center. 


Buying a new computer or upgrading your current equipment http://www.cstore.ucf.edu/ 


Technical Discussion Topic: If you have technical questions and/or problems, please post a 
message to the Technical Discussion Topic. I encourage members of the class who are 
technically proficient to also monitor this discussion topic and assist your classmates. 


If your equipment problems prevent you from using e-mail from home, there are many 
computer labs on campus and virtually every public library offers Internet access. 


Third-Party Software and FERPA 


During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or 
software applications sometimes called third-party software such as a blog or wiki. While 
some of these could be required assignments, you need not make any personally 
identifying information on a public site. Do not post or provide any private information about 
yourself or your classmates. Where appropriate you may use a pseudonym or nickname. 
Some written assignments posted publicly may require personal reflection/comments, but 
the assignments will not require you to disclose any personally identity-sensitive 
information. If you have any concerns about this, please contact your instructor. 







Important Disclaimer 


These descriptions and timelines are subject to change at the discretion of the professor. I 
will provide notification of such changes in a timely manner. 
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POT 3302-0W59 
Fall 2015 


Modern Political Ideologies 
Department of Political Science 


College of Sciences, University of Central Florida 
  


COURSE SYLLABUS 
 
 
Instructor: Dr. Daniel Marien, Daniel.Marien@ucf.edu  
                   
Teaching Assistant: Christine Regnier-Bachand 
 
 


OFFICE HOURS OFFICE LOCATION OFFICE PHONE 
NUMBER 


 
Tuesdays 


1:30 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
 


 
UCF Orlando 


Philips Hall, room 302N 


 
 


407-823-0012 


Wednesdays 
3:00 p.m. to 6:00 PM 


 


UCF Cocoa:  
Bldg. 3, room 223 


 
321-433-7952 


 
Thursdays 


1:30 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 


 
UCF Orlando, 


Philips Hall, room 302N 
 


 
 


407-823-0012 
 


 
 
If you plan to visit me during office hours, it is suggested (not required, simply 
suggested) that you email your intention ahead of time. Advanced notice helps me 
select who I see first when several students show up at the same time. If you cannot 
come to my office, phoning can also be an effective way of solving various issues. 
Phoning allows for a richer interaction than email exchange. A phone conversation 
outside of office hours can also be scheduled via prior email exchange.  
 
 
I. Subject Overview  
 


Ideologies are sets of ideas inspiring, guiding, and justifying political behavior, 
institutions, and government policy. They help make sense of the world around us 
and they guide political action. As such, they are important and inescapable 
features of modern politics. 
 



mailto:Daniel.Marien@ucf.edu
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Ideologies have led to great achievements. Think of the emergence of 
representative governments elected by all citizens -- the result of liberal, socialist 
and feminist pressures. Or again, think of the equalization of gender statuses in 
both law and mores in response to feminism.  
 
But ideologies have also moved people to commit terrible deeds in the name of 
dubious abstractions. Think of the systematic killing of European Jews by Nazism 
in the name of racial purity, or of the cruel internment of millions of “dissidents” in 
Soviet labor camps in the name of the Proletarian Revolution.  
 
This course examines the ideas and practical influence -- achievements and 
shortcomings -- of the most significant families or clusters of ideologies in modern 
political life covered in our main textbook, namely:  
 
(1) Liberalism, a historically and geographically varied family of ideologies 


stressing individualism and the ability of human beings to act rationally. 
Liberalism divides into two major strains: classical and modern (or welfare 
state) liberalism.  


(2) Conservatism, an ideology perhaps best defined as a skeptical disposition 
towards large scale projects of social improvement and as an ingrained respect 
for established practices and authorities. The course will redefine the students’ 
perception of the opposition between liberalism and conservatism.  


(3) Socialism, in both its revolutionary or communist and reformist or social-
democratic versions.  Among the many relevant questions worth exploring: 
What is the communist ideal and is it worth defending in spite of the horrors of 
actual communist party practices? What are the lessons of the Soviet 
experiment? What are the achievements of social democracy where it has been 
more systematically pursued (Scandinavia) and can it tame the 21st century 
challenges of globalization?  


(4) Fascism/Nazism, a destructive ideology that has done much to mark the history 
of the 20th century. While this ideology may not be a legitimate candidate to 
guide our politics in the 21st century, many interesting questions may be raised 
in relation to Fascism. Among others, is whether contemporary far-right 
movements -- such as the Tea party in the U.S., the Front National in France or 
Golden Dawn in Greece -- are articulating a renewed form of Fascism?  


(5) Libertarianism, an ideology professing an undivided devotion to individualism, 
private property rights, unfettered markets and the minimal state. Libertarianism 
inspires such works as Ayn Rand’s Atlas Shrugged. It is popular with some 
young people in the United States. In many ways, libertarianism is nothing but a 
new label for classical liberalism.  


(6) Feminism, an ideology developed around a concern for gender equality. 
Ironically, many young people today reject the label while embracing at least 
some of its content. This ironical situation is an outcome of the success of 
conservatives in defining and distorting feminism’s image. The course will 
clarify some issues in this respect.  
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(7) Green politics, developed around a concern for environmental integrity. As with 
other ideological families, green politics comes in many variants, ranging from 
the mainstream thought of ecological modernization and sustainable 
development to the philosophical radicalism of “deep ecology.”  


(8) Identity politics, an ideology developed around the demand for social and 
cultural recognition of marginalized minorities.  


(9) Radical Islamic “Fundamentalism,” i.e. the inspiration for The Muslim 
Brotherhood, Al Qaida, Islamic State and similar movements.  


 
Students will also be given the option of researching one of three additional 
ideologies not fully considered in our Ball and Dagger textbook:  
 
(10) Anarchism, an ideology rejecting all forms of hierarchy whether embodied 


in the state or in capitalist business enterprises. After a long eclipse, anarchism 
is now renascent in some corners of the anti-globalization and Occupy Wall 
Street movements.  


(11) Racism/imperialism and its flipsides of anti- or post-colonialism thought 
(Africa and Asia), liberation theology (Latin America), critical race theory (USA). 


(12) Pacifism, think Mohandas Gandhi and Martin Luther King.  
 


 
 


II. Course Materials 
 
 


You will need to have ready access to the following: 
 


Terrence Ball and Richard Dagger, Political Ideologies and the Democratic Ideal. 
Pearson, 8th edition, ISBN: 978-0205779963. You may also use the 9th edition, but 
avoid previous editions (7th and older).  


 
Eric Hobsbawm, The Age of Extremes: A History of the World, 1914-1991. 
Vintage, ISBN: 978-0679730057.  
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III. Assessments 


Assessment Summary Table 
 


WHAT WHEN POINTS 
 


Before Course 
Knowledge of Ideologies 


 
WARNING: This simple 


submission frees up your 
financial aid.  


 


 
 


Friday 8/28, 5:00pm 
 
 


 
 


1 
 


 
 


 
 


Weekly Quizzes 


 
Weeks #1-10 


(from 8/31 to 11/2) 
by Monday Evenings 


11:59 P.M. 
 


 
 


25 


 
Answers to Questions  


from weekly modules 


 
Weeks #1-10 


(from 8/31 to 11/2) 
by Monday Evenings 


11:59 P.M. 
 


 
 


20 


 
ECP 


Engaging class 
participants with respectful 


and well thought-out 
criticism on their previous 


weeks’ answers to 
evaluation questions. 


 


 
Weeks #2-11. 


In the Weekly ECP 
Discussion Boards 


 
ECP closes on Nov. 9 


 
10-15 


2.5 pts for each of first 4 
postings. Opportunity for 
extra credit by posting 2 


more 
.  


Only one posting per 
week.  


 
 
 


Interim Research 
Descriptions 


 
(Not an outline or draft.)  
 


 
 


Mondays, 11:59 pm 
Nov. 9; Nov. 16; Nov. 23. 


 
(Weeks 11-14) 


 


 
Not graded but 


compulsory, point 
penalties (-3) applied for 
each non-submission. 


 
Consult the instructor’s 
feedback on your IRDs. 


.   
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After Course  
Knowledge of Ideologies 
 
 


Monday 11/30 
by 11:59 pm 


 
4 


 
Research Report 


 
A research essay or a 
book review. Length: 
1,500-2,000 words, plus 
relevant images and/or 
video clips.  
 


 
 
 


Friday Dec. 4 
by 11:59 P.M. 


 


 
 
 


30 
 


 
Submission of vote (with 
arguments) expressing 
preference for which of the 
report from your own group 
should be assigned to the 
final quiz.  
 


  
 


Monday morning 
Dec. 7 


 
 


Not graded but 
compulsory, point 


penalties applied for non-
performance. 


 
Group Editors finish 
assembling their 
respective Group Reports 
on Course Wiki. 
 


 
 


Monday morning 
Dec. 7 


 
A maximum of three bonus 


points for volunteers.  
 


Only one editor per group.  


 
Final Quiz 


 
A brief quiz covering the 
selected research reports 
authored by students. 
 


 
 


Monday, Dec. 14 
Between 8:00 am and 


11:59 pm 
 


 
 
 


10 


 
 
 
 
 
IV. Course Design 


 
The End Point: A Description of the Research Report and Sharing Process 
 
The course is designed to convert students from passive receivers of knowledge 
into active producers of knowledge sharing their research results with their peers. 
Students will learn about ideologies, but they will also learn how political scientists 
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develop questions about ideologies, construct answers grounded in evidence and 
share them with others.  
 
The course culminates towards the end of the semester in an exercise in research 
and publication through which all students put together a research report and 
present it to the rest of the class on an electronic platform (wiki). Taken together 
the whole set of reports resembles a group-authored book composed under the 
general editorship of the instructor and the teaching assistant.  
 
Research reports are individually produced book reviews or research essays 
supplemented by related images and/or video clips in a format resembling a 
Wikipedia article. The reports are evaluated for content (mostly) and style.  
 
Instructor and teaching assistant assist the students during each step of the 
process.  


 
One report per group is assigned by group members for the final exam. Each 
student plays an active role in selecting the report from his or her group subjected 
to exam. And, of course, each student will read the sub-set of reports selected to 
final exam. Thus each student will consult his/her group members’ reports (to 
decide which one should be assigned to the final quiz) and each student will also 
read the reports assigned to the final quiz. Thus, students generate a portion of the 
materials presented in the course.   
 
The course stresses individual accountability. There are no group scores, only 
individual scores related to individual performance of the various tasks, whether 
the task is individual or collaborative in nature.  
 
In formal terms, students’ individual research reports take the form of either a 
research essay or a book review. A research essay is a text answering a specific 
research question with the help of multiple sources (books, academic journal 
articles, others). A book review summarizes and evaluates a single book’s 
argument.  
 
Research questions are developed with the help of the instructor and TA. The 
selection of a book for review is also assisted by the instructor and TA. Brief 
Interim Research Descriptions help the instructor and TA guide the students in 
composing effective research reports. They are not drafts of report or outlines. 
 
More detailed descriptions of the process and grading standards for research 
reports will be circulated in due time.  
 
 


 
The Preparatory Phase 
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However, before undertaking to write a research report on ideology, students must 
become familiar with basic knowledge related to the topic.  
 
And so during the first phase of the course (weeks 1-10), all course participants 
discuss the same materials. Weekly exercises include quizzes and answering 
discussion questions. You are also required to engage your classmates and/or the 
instructor in dialogue in the Engaging Class Participants Discussion Board.  
 
 


V. Course Objectives  
 


General Course Goals  
 


1. To help students understand the content and context of the major political 
ideologies influencing the modern political world, namely: Nazism/fascism, 
communism, social-democracy, conservatism, libertarianism and modern 
(welfare state) liberalism, green politics, feminism, identity politics, and radical 
Islamic fundamentalism.   
 


2. To help students reflect on the contributions and dangers of ideological thinking 
in political life.  


 
3.  To help students choose in a reflective manner a political ideology to orient their 
evaluation of political events and guide their civic engagement.   
 
4. Develop students’ ability to raise and answer political science questions related 


to ideologies. 
 
 


Specific Instructional Objectives 
 


During this course, the students will learn:  
 


1. a) To describe in specific terms and for each ideology studied the core values, 
the key ideas, the hidden assumptions, the social institutions, government policies 
and individual behavior promoted.  
1. b) To name the places and describe in specific terms the social and historical 
contexts in which each of the studied ideologies flourished.  
 
2. To describe social scientific arguments related to the usefulness and danger of 


ideological thinking.  
 


3. To give specific and coherent reasons for endorsing one (or a few) 
ideology(ies) over others as guide for political action in the contemporary world. 
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4. To articulate specific, relevant and researchable questions and answer them 
with the help of evidence and data.  


 
 
 
VI. Course Prerequisites 
 


Course prerequisites include an open mind and a readiness to reflect on the 
subject matter.  There are no prerequisites in the sense of having completed 
specific previous courses beyond English Composition.  


 
VII. Course Credits 
         3 credits 
 
 
 


Grading Scale (%) 
94-100  A 
90-93   A- 
87-89   B+ 
84-86  B 
80-83   B- 
77-79   C+ 
74-76  C 
70-73   C- 
67-69   D+ 
64-66  D 
60-63  D- 
0 - 59    F 


 
 
 
VIII.  Course Schedule 


 
Always check the weekly modules for updates. Schedule adjustments (if any) 
will be announced in the weekly modules. The weekly modules also provide 
the discussion questions of the week. The weekly modules are found under 
the Module button in Webcourses.   


 
 
  
Week 1, Aug. 24 to Aug. 31:  Concept of Ideology 
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• Read Ball and Dagger, chapter 1 ideology and Ideologies 
 


• Take the Quiz (before Monday evening Aug. 31 at 11:59 P.M.) covering the 
reading materials assigned for the week.  


• Post your answers in the Week 1 Discussion Board (before Monday 
evening Aug. 31 at 11:59 P.M.).  The instructor announces in due time the 
questions in the Weekly Module section of Webcourses@UCF.  
 


• This sequence of quiz and discussion question is repeated weekly until 
week 10 inclusively.  


 
 
Week 2, Aug. 31 to Sept. 7:  Politics in the 21st Century 
 


• Read Ball and Dagger, chapter 2 The Democratic Ideal 
• Read the instructor-written brief glossary to read Hobsbawm’s chapter 


19. Find under Files in Webcourses.  
• Read Hobsbawm, chapter 19 Toward the Millenium.  


 
• Take the Quiz (before Monday evening Sept. 7 at 11:59 P.M. covering the 


reading materials assigned for the week.  
• Post your answers in the Week 2 Discussion Board before Monday 


evening Sept. 7 at 11:59 A.M.   
 


 
Week 3, Sept. 7 to Sept. 14:  Liberalism 
 


• Read Ball and Dagger, chapter 3 Liberalism (43 pages) 
• Read the Instructor’s Remarks for Week 3 in Webcourses  Files  


Course Docs.  
 


• Take the Quiz (before Monday evening Sept. 14 at 11:59 P.M.) covering the 
reading materials assigned for the week.  


• Post your individual answers to the Week’s Discussion Board (before 
Monday evening Sept. 14 at 11:59 A.M.).  


 
 
 
Week 4, Sept. 14 to Sept. 21:  Conservatism 
 


• Read Ball and Dagger, chapter 4 Conservatism 
• Read Hobsbawm, chapter 1 The Age of Total War 
• Read the Instructor’s Remarks for Week 4 in Webcourses  Files  


Course Docs.  
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• Take the Quiz (before Monday evening Sept. 14 at 11:59 P.M.) covering the 
reading materials assigned for the week.  


• Post your answers in the Week 4 Discussion Board (before Monday 
evening Sept. 14 at 11:59 P.M.).   


 
 
Week 5, Sept. 21 to Sept. 28:  Socialism 
 


• Read Ball and Dagger, chapters 5 and 6 (55 pages) 
• Read the Instructor’s Remarks for Week 5 in Webcourses  Files  


Course Docs.  
 


• Take the Quiz (before Monday evening Sept. 28 at 11:59 P.M.) covering the 
reading materials assigned for the week.  


• Post your individual answers to the Week’s Discussion Board (before 
Monday evening Sept. 28 at 11:59 P.M.). 


 
 
 
Week 6, Sept. 28 to Oct. 5:  On the Ground I 


 
• Read Hobsbawm, chapter 2 The World Revolution. 
• Read Hobsbawm, chapter 3 Into the Economic Abyss  
• Read the Instructor’s Remarks for Week 6 in Webcourses  Files  


Course Docs.  
 
• Take the Quiz (before Monday evening Oct.5 at 11:59 P.M.) covering the 


reading materials assigned for the week.  
• Post your individual answers to the Week’s Discussion Board (before 


Monday evening Oct. 5 at 11:59 P.M.).  
 
 
 
Week 7, Oct. 5 to Oct. 12:  Fascism and the Rise of the 
Anti-Liberal Right 
 


• Read Ball and Dagger, chapter 7 Fascism 
• Read Hobsbawm, chapter 4 The Fall of Liberalism  
• Read the Instructor’s Remarks for Week 7 in Webcourses  Files  


Course Docs.  
 


• Take the Quiz (before Monday evening Oct. 12 at 11:59 P.M.) covering the 
reading materials assigned for the week.  
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• Post your individual answers to the Week’s Discussion Board (before 
Monday evening Oct. 12 at 11:59 P.M.).   


 
 


Week 8, Oct. 12 to Oct.19:  On the Ground II 
 


• Read Hobsbawm, chapter 9 The Golden years  
• Read Hobsbawm, chapter 14 Crisis Decades 
• View the documentary Roger and Me produced Michael Moore, released 


1989.  
 


• Take the Quiz (before Monday evening Oct. 19 at 11:59 P.M.) covering the 
reading materials assigned for the week.  


• Post your individual answers to the Week’s Discussion Board (before 
Monday evening Oct. 19 at 11:59 P.M.).   


 
 
Week 9, Oct.19 to Oct. 26:  Feminism and Identity Politics 
 


• Read Hobsbawm, chapter 10 The Social Revolution 
• Hobsbawm, chapter 11 The Cultural Revolution  
• Read Ball and Dagger, chapter 8 Liberation Ideologies and ID Politics 
• Read the Instructor-created pdf file labeled “Women’s Condition Today” 


(4 pages). You will find it in Webcourses under Files under WEEK 9 
Module and Assigned Readings. 


  
• Take the Quiz (before Monday evening Oct. 26 at 11:59 P.M.) covering the 


reading materials assigned for the week.  
• Post your answers in the Week 9 Discussion Board (before Monday 


evening Oct. 26 at 11:59 P.M.).   
 


 
Week 10, Oct. 26 to Nov. 2: Green Politics and Radical 
Islam 
 


• Read Ball and Dagger, chapters 9 and 10.  
 
• Take the Quiz (before Monday evening Nov. 2 at 11:56 P.M.) covering the 


reading materials assigned for the week.  
• Post your answers in the Week 10 Discussion Board (before Monday 


evening Nov.2 at 11:59 P.M.).   
 
 


Week 11, Nov. 2 to Nov. 9: Planning and Doing Research 
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• Peruse the various subject suggestions files put together by the instructor 


under Files under Research Planning. 
• Carefully read the Grading Matrix for Research Essay or Grading Matrix for 


Book Review (depending on whether you select the book review or the essay 
option).  


• Submit your First Interim Research Description by Monday Nov. 9 at 11:59 
P.M. Submit your IRD in the related Discussion Board in Webcourses. See 
Webcourses  Files  Research Planning for how to do this in due time.  


 
 
Week 12, Nov. 9 to Nov 16:  Doing Research  
 


• Submit your Second Interim Research Description by Monday Nov. 16 at 
11:59 P.M. See Webcourses  Files  Research Planning for how to do this 
in due time.  


 
Week 13, Nov. 16 to Nov 23:  Doing Research 
 


• Submit your Third Interim Research Description by Monday Nov. 23 at 11:59 
P.M. See Webcourses  Files  Research Planning for how to do this in due 
time.  


 
Weeks 14-15, Nov. 23 to Dec. 4: Finalizing Research 
 


• Submit your research report by Friday Dec. 4 at 11:59 P.M. to 
the instructor and to all your group members via email.  


• Submit your vote (with arguments justifying your choice) on which research 
report from your group should be assigned to final exam to the instructor by 
Dec 7. Your arguments must demonstrate familiarity with your group mates 
report and thoughtful reasoning supporting your vote.  


 
 
Week 16, Monday Dec. 14:  Final Exam 
 


• The final exam covers the subset of research reports selected by the various 
groups. It will resemble the weekly quizzes:  multiple choice questions, time 
limit, etc. This is not meant to be a difficult quiz, but it does require that you 
have read the assigned research reports.  


• The exam will be available on Monday Dec. 14 from 8:00 AM 
until 11:59 PM.  
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IX. Course Policies 
 


Late Work Policy:  
There are no make-ups for missing weekly quizzes or discussion postings. One 
justified absence from these exercises will be excused without point penalty. If 
you must miss a quiz or weekly posting, it is strongly recommended that you 
contact the instructor as soon as possible.    


 
Grades of Incomplete 
 
The current university policy concerning incomplete grades will be followed in this 
course. Incomplete grades are given only in situations where unexpected 
emergencies prevent a student from completing the course and the remaining 
work can be completed the next semester. Your instructor is the final authority on 
whether you qualify for an incomplete. Incomplete work must be finished by the 
end of the subsequent semester or the “I” will automatically be recorded as an 
“F” on your transcript.  
 


 
X. Course Policies: Technology and Media 
 


Email: Use my email to communicate with me: Daniel.Marien@ucf.edu. Allow up 
to 48 hours for a response. Repeat message if you haven’t received a response 
within 48 hours.  
 
 
 


XI. Course Policies: Student Expectations 
 


Disability Access:  
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable 
accommodations for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in 
alternate formats upon request. Students with disabilities who need 
accommodations in this course must contact the professor at the beginning of the 
semester to discuss needed accommodations. Students who need 
accommodations must be registered with Student Disability Services, Student 
Resource Center Room 132, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 
823-2116, before requesting accommodations from the professor. 
 
Academic Conduct Policy:  
Academic dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated. If you are uncertain as to 
what constitutes academic dishonesty, please consult The Golden Rule, the 
University of Central Florida's Student Handbook 
(http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/) for further details.  As in all University 



mailto:Daniel.Marien@ucf.edu
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courses, The Golden Rule Rules of Conduct will be applied.  Violations of these 
rules will result in a failing grade for the entire course and can also result in 
expulsion from the University. 
 
Turinitin.com:  
In this course the instructor may utilize turnitin.com, an automated system which 
instructors can use to quickly and easily compare each student's assignment with 
billions of web sites, as well as an enormous database of student papers that 
grows with each submission. The instructor submits your texts or essays to 
Turnitin at his discretion. Student found guilty of plagiarism will receive a failing 
grade for the entire course.  
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Syllabus POT 4305 
Fall 2015 


 


Instructor Contact 


Instructor  Dr. Barbara Sgouraki Kinsey 


Office  Orlando: Phillips Hall, 311H 
Cocoa: Building 3, Suite 222, Rm 225 


Office 
Hours 


Orlando: Tuesday 10:00 AM – Noon; Thursday 1:00 – 3:00 PM; or by 
appointment 
Cocoa: Monday, 3:00-5:00 PM; or by appointment 


Phone  Orlando: (407) 823-2608 
Cocoa:  (321) 433-7962 


E-mail  Barbara.kinsey@ucf.edu 
 


Course Information 


Course Name  The State, Society, and the Individual 


Course ID & Section POT 4305 – 0W59 


Credit Hours  3 


Semester/Year  Fall 2015 


Location Web 
 


Course Description 


This course addresses the question of how people can develop political and economic 
institutions that best serve their interests.  The focus of the course is an examination of 
the institutions of capitalism and democracy as the means of organizing, respectively, 
an economy and a polity.  We will look at arguments in favor of these institutions, as 
well as arguments on their limitations.  Primary emphasis is on works of the 19th and 
20th centuries that have had a major impact on the way we think about the individual 
and society. 
 



mailto:Barbara.kinsey@ucf.edu





Course Objectives 


By the end of the course you will: 


• Be familiar with contributions the authors we cover in this course make to 
democratic and economic theory 


• Develop a better understanding of the relationship between democracy and 
capitalism 


• Develop a better understanding of the principles and mechanism of democracy and 
capitalism 


• Develop a better understanding of the implications of the institutions of democracy 
and capitalism for the individual 


• Analyze critically certain aspects of democratic and economic theory 
• Analyze critically current social issues 


Required Texts & Additional Course Readings 


• R.L. Heilbroner, The Worldly Philosophers, Touchstone (0-684-862149) 
• J.S. Mill, On Liberty, Hackett Publishing Company (0-915144-43-3) 
• Herbert Marcuse, An Essay on Liberation, Beacon Press (0-8070-0595-9) 
• Ellie Wiesel, Night, Bantam Books (0553272535) 
• M. Olson, The Logic of Collective Action, Harvard University Press (0-674-53751-3) 
• R. Axelrod, The Evolution of Cooperation, Basic Books (0-465-02121-2) 


The remaining readings will be found either on the web (see Links in Course Content) 
or/and in the Modules.   Additional course materials may be distributed to class via the 
modules or electronically.   
 
Recording Academic Activity Policy 
 
As of Fall 2014, all faculty members are required to document students' academic 
activity at the beginning of each course. In order to document that you began this 
course, please complete the assignments for Module One by the end of the first 
week of classes, or as soon as possible after adding the course, but no later than 
August 28. Failure to do so will result in a delay in the disbursement of your 
financial aid. 


Missed Assignments/Make-Ups/Extra Credit 


To submit late work the student will have to obtain the instructor’s permission first; 
permission  will be granted depending on the circumstances that resulted in late 
submission.  There will be a penalty of one letter grade for all late work (except for cases 
involving overriding and well documented personal circumstances).   
 
There will be no extra credit for this course.  







Evaluation and Grading 


 
Assignments  Percentage of Grade  


Module 1  10% 


Modules 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, & 10  60% 


Modules 9, 11  20% 


Module 12 10% 


Total  100%  


The grading system is as follows: 


Letter Grade  Points  


A  93 – 100 points  


A-  90 – 92 points  


B+  87 – 89 points  


B  83 – 86 points  


B-  80 – 82 points  


C+  77 – 79 points  


C  73 – 76 points  


C-  70 – 72 points  


D+  67 – 69 points  


D  63 – 66 points  


D-  60 – 62 points  


F  59 and below  
 


 


 


 







Academic Honesty 


Plagiarism and Cheating of any kind on an examination, quiz, or assignment will result 
at least in an "F" for that assignment (and may, depending on the severity of the case, 
lead to an "F" for the entire course) and may be subject to appropriate referral to the 
Office of Student Conduct for further action. See the UCF Golden Rule for further 
information. I will assume for this course that you will adhere to the academic creed of 
this University and will maintain the highest standards of academic integrity. In other 
words, don't cheat by giving answers to others or taking them from anyone else. I will 
also adhere to the highest standards of academic integrity, so please do not ask me to 
change (or expect me to change) your grade illegitimately or to bend or break rules for 
one person that will not apply to everyone. 


Disability Statement 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations 
for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon 
request. Students with disabilities who need accommodations in this course must be 
registered with Student Disability Services, Student Resource Center Room 132, phone 
(407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116. 


Copyright 


This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, 
images, text materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use 
doctrine in order to enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, 
download or distribute these items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for 
this online classroom environment and your use only. All copyright materials are 
credited to the copyright holder. 


Third-Party Software and FERPA 


During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or 
software applications sometimes called third-party software such as a blog or wiki. 
While some of these could be required assignments, you need not make any personally 
identifying information on a public site. Do not post or provide any private information 
about yourself or your classmates. Where appropriate you may use a pseudonym or 
nickname. Some written assignments posted publicly may require personal 
reflection/comments, but the assignments will not require you to disclose any personally 
identity-sensitive information. If you have any concerns about this, please contact your 
instructor. 
 
 



http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/
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Schedule POT 4305 – Fall 2015 
 


Week/Dates Topic & Reading Assignments Due 
Dates  


Week 1 
Aug 24 


Getting Started 
 
Gabriel A. Almond, “Capitalism and 
Democracy” 
 
 


Module 1  Aug 28,  
11 PM 


Week 2 
Aug 31 


Adam Smith 
 
The Wealth of Nations:  Book 1, 
chapters 1,2,8; Book 5, chapter 1  
 
R.L. Heilbroner, “The Wonderful 
World of Adam Smith” 
 


Module 2 Sept 4, 
11 PM 


Week 3 
Sept 8 
 


John Stuart Mill 
On Liberty 
 
R.L Heilbroner, pp. 127-135 
 


Module 3 Sept 11, 
11 PM 


Week 4 
Sept 14 
 


Alexis de Tocqueville 
 
Democracy in America,  
Volume 1: chapter 5; Volume 2, part 
1: chapters 2,5,10; Part 2: chapters 
5,7-10; Part 3: chapter 1; Part 4: 
chapter 6 
 


Module 4 Sept 18, 
11 PM 


Week 5 
Sept 21 


Karl Marx 
 
“Estranged Labour” in Economic and 
Philosophical Manuscripts of 1844: 
Selections.   
 
R.L Heilbroner, “The Inexorable 
System of Karl Marx” 
 
 
 


Module 5 Sept 25,  
11 PM 







Week 6 
Sept 28 


J.M. Keynes 
 
“The General Theory of 
Employment” in Collected Works, 
volume 14, pp. 109-123. 
 
R.L. Heilbroner, “The Heresies of 
John Maynard Keynes” 
 


Module 6 Oct 2,  
11 PM 


Week 7 
Oct 5 
 


Elie Wiesel 
Night 
 


Module 7 Oct 9, 
11 PM 


Week 8 
Oct 12 
 


H. Marcuse 
An Essay on Liberation, 
Introduction, chapters 1,3,4 
 


Module 8 Oct 16, 
11 PM 


Week 9 
Oct 19 
 


Arrow’s Impossibility Theorem 
 


Module 9 Oct 23, 
11 PM 


Week 10 
Oct 26 
 


Arrow’s Impossibility Theorem 
(cont.) 


Module 9 Oct 30, 
11 PM 


Week 11 
Nov 2 
 


M. Olson 
The Logic of Collective Action, 
Chapters 1-5 
 


Module 10 Nov 6, 
11 PM 


Week 12 
Nov 9 
 


R. Axelrod 
The Evolution of Cooperation 
 
 


Module 11 Nov 13, 
11 PM 


Week 13 
Nov 16 
 


R. Axelrod 
The Evolution of Cooperation (cont.) 
 


Module 11 Nov 20, 
11 PM 


Week 14 
Nov 23 
 


Thanksgiving  No Class  


Week  15 
Nov 30 
 


Overview &  
Final Assignment 
 


Module 12 Dec 4, 
11 PM & 
Dec 7, 11 
PM 







 
Exam Week 
Dec 9-Dec 15 


 
Final Assignment Due 


 
Module 12 


 
Dec 11, 
11 PM 


 
Note: All dates and times are subject to change by Dr. Kinsey. Be informed and 
routinely check the Schedule and class Announcements for any changes or updates. 
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INR 6067 
HUMAN RIGHTS AND SECURITY 


Department of Political Science 


UCF 
Fall 2015 


Credit hours: 3 
 
 
 


Professor: Demet Yalcin Mousseau 
Office: 311G Howard Phillips Hall 
Phone: 407- 823 - 6025 
E-mail: Demet.Mousseau@ucf.edu  
 


Class Meets: Mondays 6:00 pm-8:50 pm  
Class Location: TBA 
Office Hours: Wed and Fri: 11:15 am-1:15 
pm, and by appointment 


 
 
 
UCF Catalogue Description: Examination of international human rights with 
human security; analysis of conflict and peace; emphases on international policy, 
gender equality, sustainable development, and the environment.  
 
Course Goals/Objectives: Develop analytical and research skills for studying 
complex issues of international human rights and human security; stimulate 
expertise and creative and critical thinking on international policy and security;  
promote publishable research in these areas.  
 
Detailed Section-specific Description of the Course: Topics include international 
human rights and human security, armed conflict, conflict prevention and peace-
keeping, international policy, humanitarian intervention, foreign aid, development, 
and environmental security. Part I begins with analysis of intersecting concepts and 
issues of international human rights and human security. Part II explores   
international law and policy on human rights and human security, including 
structures of humanitarian intervention and peacebuilding for vulnerable 
populations and gender. Part III advances analyses of conflict and human security, 
including armed conflicts over natural resources; and Part IV addresses international 
policy for building security, development, and sustainable environment at local and 
global levels.  
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Required Texts:  
 


Shahrbanou Tadjbakhsh and Anuradha Chenoy. 2007. Human Security: Concepts 
and Implications. Routledge. 


Moufida Goucha and John Crowley. 2008. Rethinking Human Security. Wiley. 


Emilie Hafner-Burton. 2009. Making Human Rights a Reality. Cambridge 
University Press. 


Julie Mertus and Jeffrey Helsing. 2006. Human Rights and Conflict: Exploring the 
Links between Rights, Laws and Peacebuilding. Washington DC: The United 
States Institute of Peace Press. 


Roberta Cohen and Francis Mading Deng. 2012. Masses in Flight: The Global Crisis 
of Internal Displacement. Brookings Institution Press. 


 
Course Web Page: All the assigned readings other than the above books will be 
provided electronically. All supplementary materials, including lecture slides, 
pictures, graphs, videos, and web links, will be made available on the course web 
page at Webcourses@UCF.   
 
Human Security Resources: 
 


The Human Security Report Project: http://www.hsrgroup.org  


The Ford Institute for Human Security: http://www.fordinstitute.pitt.edu  


The United Nations Trust Fund for Human Security:  
 http://www.unocha.org/humansecurity/  


3P Human Security: http://3phumansecurity.org/site/  


The Human Security Index: http://www.humansecurityindex.org  


International Coalition for the Responsibility to Protect:  
 http://www.responsibilitytoprotect.org  


United Nations Institute for Disarmament Research: 
 http://unidir.org/html/en/home.html  


 



http://www.amazon.com/Shahrbanou-Tadjbakhsh/e/B001HPGHIG/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1

http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_2?ie=UTF8&field-author=Anuradha+Chenoy&search-alias=books&text=Anuradha+Chenoy&sort=relevancerank

http://www.wiley.com/WileyCDA/Section/id-302475.html?query=Moufida+Goucha

http://www.wiley.com/WileyCDA/Section/id-302475.html?query=John+Crowley

http://www.google.com/search?tbo=p&tbm=bks&q=inauthor:%22Roberta+Cohen%22

http://www.google.com/search?tbo=p&tbm=bks&q=inauthor:%22Francis+Mading+Deng%22

http://www.hsrgroup.org/

http://www.fordinstitute.pitt.edu/

http://www.unocha.org/humansecurity/

http://3phumansecurity.org/site/

http://www.humansecurityindex.org/

http://www.responsibilitytoprotect.org/

http://unidir.org/html/en/home.html
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Course Outline  
 
Part I  HUMAN SECURITY AND HUMAN RIGHTS 


   
Week 1   Introduction and General Discussion 


 
Week 2 


 
 What is Human Security?  


Readings: 
Tadjbakhsh and Chenoy, chapters 1 and 2. 
Keith Krause. 2008. “Building the agenda of human security.” 


International Social Science Journal, vol. 59, issue s1, pp. 65-79. 
Mary Martin and Taylor Owen. 2010. “The Second Generation of 


Human Security: Lessons from the UN and EU experience,” 
International Affairs, vol. 86, issue 1, pp. 211-224.  


“What is ‘Human Security’? Comments by 21 Authors” Security 
Dialogue, vol. 35, no. 3, September 2004, pp. 345-72. 


Gary King and Christopher JL Murray. 2002. “Rethinking Human 
Security.” Political Science Quarterly, vol. 116, no.4, pp: 585–610. 
Copy at http://j.mp/mjCMRN 


Assignments: 
Examine “The Human Security Unit website and the Human 


Security Report website,” especially on “What is Human 
Security?” 


 
 


Week 3 
 


 Human Rights and Human Security 
Readings: 
Goucha and Crowley, chapters 1 and 2. 
Tadjbakhsh and Chenoy, chapter 5. 
Roland Paris. 2001. “Human Security: Paradigm Shift or Hot Air,” 


International Security, vol. 26, no. 2, pp. 87-102. 
United Nations, “Universal Declaration of Human Rights.” 
Isobel Coleman. 2004. “The Payoff From Women’s Rights.” Foreign 


Affairs, vol. 83, issue 3, p. 80. 
Assignments: 
Examine “International Conference on Population and 


Development. 
2014.” http://icpdbeyond2014.org/uploads/browser/files/icpd_gl
obal_review_report.pdf  



http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_2?ie=UTF8&field-author=Anuradha+Chenoy&search-alias=books&text=Anuradha+Chenoy&sort=relevancerank

http://j.mp/mjCMRN

http://www.wiley.com/WileyCDA/Section/id-302475.html?query=Moufida+Goucha

http://www.wiley.com/WileyCDA/Section/id-302475.html?query=John+Crowley

http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_2?ie=UTF8&field-author=Anuradha+Chenoy&search-alias=books&text=Anuradha+Chenoy&sort=relevancerank

http://icpdbeyond2014.org/uploads/browser/files/icpd_global_review_report.pdf

http://icpdbeyond2014.org/uploads/browser/files/icpd_global_review_report.pdf
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Week 4  Global Human Rights: Are They Affective? 


Readings: 
Emilie Hafner-Burton, chapters 2-12. 
Jack Donnelly. 1986. “Human Rights: A Regime Analysis.” 


International Organization, vol. 40, no. 3, pp. 599-642. 
Emilie Hafner-Burton and James Ron. 2009. “Seeing Double: 


Human Rights Impact through Qualitative and Quantitative 
Eyes,” World Politics, vol. 61, issue 02, pp. 360-401. 


Suzanne Katzenstein and Jack Snyder. 2009. “Expediency of the 
Angels,” National Interest, (March/April), issue 100, p. 58-67. 


Jose-Maria Mendiluce. 1994. “War and Disaster in the Former 
Yugoslavia: The Limits of Humanitarian Action” in World 
Refugee Survey (US Committee for Refugees). 


Assignments: 
Examine: “Roberta Cohen and Francis Mading Deng. 2012. Masses 


in Flight: The Global Crisis of Internal Displacement. Brookings 
Institution.” 


 
 
 
Part II INTERNATIONAL LAW & HUMAN SECURITY 


   
Week 5  Humanitarian Intervention 


Readings: 
Nicholas Thomas & William T. Tow. 2002. “The Utility of Human 


Security: Sovereignty and Humanitarian Intervention,” 
Security Dialogue, vol. 33, no. 2, pp. 177-192. 


Martha Finnemore. 1996. “Constructing Norms of Humanitarian 
Intervention,” in Peter J. Katzenstein (ed.). The Culture of 
National Security: Norms, Identity, and World Politics. New York: 
Columbia University Press, 153-85. 


Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court, Articles 5, 6, 7, 
8. 


James Morrow. 2007. “When Do States Comply with the Laws of 
War?” American Political Science Review, vol. 101, issue 03, pp. 
559-572. 



http://www.google.com/search?tbo=p&tbm=bks&q=inauthor:%22Roberta+Cohen%22

http://www.google.com/search?tbo=p&tbm=bks&q=inauthor:%22Francis+Mading+Deng%22
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Jon Western and Joshua Goldstein. 2011. “Humanitarian 
Intervention Comes of Age: Lessons from Somalia to 
Libya,”Foreign Affairs, vol. 90, no. 6, pp. 48-59. 


Benajmin Valentino. 2011. “The True Costs of Humanitarian 
Intervention,” Foreign Affairs, vol. 90, no. 6, pp. 60-73. 


Assignments: 
Examine “ICRC (International Committee of the Red Cross) 
Website,” particularly read the section on “International 
Humanitarian Law in Brief.” 
 


 
Week 6 


 
 Peace and Security Building 


Readings: 
Goucha and Crowley, chapter 5. 
Tadjbakhsh and Chenoy, chapter 8. 
Mertus and  Helsing, chapters 12, 15 and 16. 
Nathalie de Watteville. 2002. “Addressing Gender Issues in 


Demobilization and Reintegration Programs,” World Bank. 
Vanessa Farr. 2003. “The Importance of a Gender Perspective to 


Successful Disarmament, Demobilization and Reintegration 
Processes,” Women, Men, Peace and Security.  


Martha Finnemore. 2006. "New Directions, New Collaborations for 
International Law and International Relations" in Thomas 
Biersteker et al. (eds.), International Law and International 
Relations: Bridging Theory and Practice. New York: Routledge, 
pp. 266-77. 


Assignments: 
Examine “The United Nations’ Peace and Security 


website.” http://www.un.org/en/peace/  
 
 


 
Week 7  Conflict and Security of Vulnerable Populations  


Readings: 
Charli R. Carpenter. 2003. “Women and Children First: Gender, 


Norms and Humanitarian Evacuation in the Balkans 1991-95” 
International Organization, vol. 57, no. 4, pp. 661-694. 


Human Security Project Report 2012: Sexual Violence, 
Education,and War: Beyond the Mainstream Narrative, 



http://www.wiley.com/WileyCDA/Section/id-302475.html?query=Moufida+Goucha

http://www.wiley.com/WileyCDA/Section/id-302475.html?query=John+Crowley

http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_2?ie=UTF8&field-author=Anuradha+Chenoy&search-alias=books&text=Anuradha+Chenoy&sort=relevancerank

http://www.un.org/en/peace/
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(Vancouver, Human Security Press, 2012), available online 
at: http://www.hsrgroup.org/human-security-
reports/2012/text.aspx  


Roberta Cohen “The Guiding Principles in Internal Displacement: 
An Innovation in International Standard Setting" Global 
Governance, (Oct –Dec 2004).  


Internal Displacement: A Global Overview of Trends and 
Developments in 2006, Global IDP Project, 2007, pp 1-21. 


Assignments: 
Examine “Executive Summary, Women Facing War: ICRC Study 


on the Impact of Armed Conflict on Women, International 
Committee of the Red Cross, 2001.” 


 
 
Part III CONFLICT AND HUMAN SECURITY 


   
Week 8  Armed Conflicts and Human Security 


Readings: 
Mertus and  Helsing, chapters 6, 7 and 11. 
Buhang and Gates. 2002. “The geography of civil war,” Journal of 


Peace Research, vol. 39, no.4, pp. 417-433.   
 Nils Petter Gleditsh. 2002. “Armed conflict 1946-2001: a new 


dataset,” Journal of Peace Research, vol. 39, no.5, pp. 615-637.  
 Harbom and Wallensteen. 2004. “Armed conflict and its 


international dimensions, 1946-2004,” Journal of Peace Research, 
vol. 42, no.5, pp. 623-635. 


Amnesty International. 2006. “Control Arms, Arms Without 
Borders: Why a Globalized Trade needs Global Controls,” 
IANSA and Oxfam. 


Barbara Frey. 2004, “Prevention of Human Rights Violations 
Committed with Small Arms and Light Weapons,” UN 
Commission on Human Rights. 


UNDP. 2005. “Small Arms and Armed Violence as Threats to 
Human Security,” Securing Development: Section 1, pp. 11-17. 


http://www.iansa.org/un/documents/securing-development-
final.pdf  


Human Rights Watch 2003. “Small Arms and Human Rights: The 
Need for Global Action.”  



http://www.hsrgroup.org/human-security-reports/2012/text.aspx

http://www.hsrgroup.org/human-security-reports/2012/text.aspx

http://www.iansa.org/un/documents/securing-development-final.pdf

http://www.iansa.org/un/documents/securing-development-final.pdf
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Keith Krause. 2007. “Small Arms and Light Weapons: Towards 
Global Public Policy,” International Peace Academy. 


 
Week 9  


 
 Human Rights and Conflict  
Readings: 
Mertus and Helsing, “introduction,” chapters 1-3, 5 and 10. 
Tim Peterson and Leah Graham. 2011. “Shared Human Rights 


Norms and Military Conflict,” Journal of Conflict Resolution, vol. 
55, no. 2, pp. 248-273. 


David Sobek, M. Rodwan Abouharb and Christopher G. Ingman. 
2006. “The Human Rights Peace: How the Respect for Human 
Rights at Home Leads to Peace Abroad,” Journal of Politics, vol. 
68, no. 3, pp. 519-529. 


Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict, Security Council Report, 
2006.  


UN Security Council Resolutions 1265 and 1296 on the Protection of 
Civilians. 


International Committee of the Red Cross. 2007. “Violence and the 
Use of Force.” 


Assignments: 
Examine “The Brookings Institution’s Defense and Security 


website.” http://www.brookings.edu/research/topics/defense-
and-security  


 
Week 10  Natural Resources and Armed Conflict 


Readings: 
Human Rights Watch. 2005. “Rivers of Blood: Guns, Oil and 


Power in Nigeria’s River States.” 
Michael L. Ross. 2004. “How Do Natural Resources Influence Civil 


War? Evidence from Thirteen Cases,” International 
Organization, vol. 58, no. 1, pp. 35–67. 


Peter M. Haas. 2002. “Constructing Environmental Conflicts from 
Resource Scarcity.” Global Environmental Politics, vol. 2, pp. 1–
11. 


Jeffrey D. Sachs and Andrew Warner. 2001. “The Curse of Natural 
Resources,” European Economic Review, vol. 45, no. 4, pp. 827–
838. 



http://www.brookings.edu/research/topics/defense-and-security

http://www.brookings.edu/research/topics/defense-and-security
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Indra de Soysa. 2002. “Paradise Is a Bazaar? Greed, Creed, and 
Governance in Civil War, 1989–99,” Journal of Peace Research, 
vol. 39, pp. 395–416. 


Assignments: 
Examine “The Brookings Institution’s webside on Energy and 


Environment.”  
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Part IV  


INTERNATIONAL POLICY FOR SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT AND ENVIRONMENTAL 
SECURITY 


   
Week 11-


12 
 


 Security, Sustainable Development and Environment  
Readings: 
Goucha and Crowley, chapter 3. 
Sanjeev Khagram, William C. Clark and Dana Firas Raad.  2003. 


“From the Environment and Human Security to Sustainable 
Security and Development,” Journal of Human Development, 
vol. 4, no. 2, pp. 289-313. 


Barnett, J. and W. Adger. 2007. “Climate Change, Human Security 
and Violent Conflict,” Political Geography, vol. 26, pp. 639-655. 


Simon Dalby. 2009. “Securing Precisely What? Global, 
Environmental, and Human Security,” in Security and 
Environmental Change, Cambridge, pp. 36-55. 


Assignments: 
Examine “The United Nations, Human Development Report 


2007/2008: Fighting Climate Change.” UNDP, 2009. And “The 
Brookings Institution’s Global Development website.” 


 
Week 13  Economic Policy, Foreign Aid and Security 


Readings: 
Tadjbakhsh and Chenoy, chapters 4-7. 
International Peace Institute. 2006. “Security-Development Nexus: 


Research Findings and Policy Implications,”Security-
Development Nexus Program Report, Policy Papers. 


Karen Ballentine, “Program on Economic Agendas in Civil Wars: 
Principle Research Findings and Policy Recommendations,” 
International Peace Academy, 2004. 


Paul Evans. 2004. “Human Security and East Asia: In the 
Beginning,” Journal of East Asian Studies, vol. 4, pp. 263-84. 


Paul Collier. 2004. “Development and Conflict,” Center for the 
Study of African Economies, Oxford University, October 2004. 


http://www.un.org/esa/documents/Development.and.Conflict2.pdf 
Peter Walker. 2004. “What does it mean to be a professional 


humanitarian?” Journal of Humanitarian Assistance (19 January 
2004) http://www.jha.ac/articles/a127.htm  



http://www.wiley.com/WileyCDA/Section/id-302475.html?query=Moufida+Goucha

http://www.wiley.com/WileyCDA/Section/id-302475.html?query=John+Crowley

http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_2?ie=UTF8&field-author=Anuradha+Chenoy&search-alias=books&text=Anuradha+Chenoy&sort=relevancerank

http://www.un.org/esa/documents/Development.and.Conflict2.pdf

http://www.jha.ac/articles/a127.htm
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Assignments: 
Examine “United Nations Millennium Development Goals” 
http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/ 


 
Week 14 


  
Governing Human Security and Human Rights 
Readings: 
Goucha and Crowley, chapter 4. 
Critical Choices: The United Nations, Networks and the Future of 


Global Governance, IDRC, 2000. 
Caroline Thomas. 2001. “Global Governance, Development and 


Human Security: Exploring the Links.” Third World Quarterly, 
vol. 22, no 2, pp. 159-175. 


Matt McDonald. 2002. “Human Security and the Construction of 
Security,” Global Society, vol. 16, no 3, pp. 277-295. 


 
 
 
Course Requirements & Methods of Evaluation 
 
The course is structured around interactive discussions intermixed with lectures. 
Students are expected to participate in discussions. 
 
35% - Attendance and Participation. 
 
40% - Research Paper. Due last day of class. 
 
25% - Take Home Exam. Essay writings. Date TBA on Webcourses@UCF. 
 
Late Paper Policy: Late papers are acceptable but accrue penalties of 5% reduction 
for each day until the 9st of December, 5:00 pm. After the 9th of December 5:00 pm, 
papers will not be accepted. Exceptions are allowed for extraordinary exceptional 
circumstances at instructor’s discretion. 
 
Make-up Exam/Assignment Policy: Make-ups will be given only for documented 
circumstances of illness or official college activities. Under such circumstances you 
are required to notify me in 24 hours after missing the exam or assignment.  
 



http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/

http://www.wiley.com/WileyCDA/Section/id-302475.html?query=Moufida+Goucha

http://www.wiley.com/WileyCDA/Section/id-302475.html?query=John+Crowley
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Letter/Grade Equivalencies: 
 


93% - 100%                A 
90% - 92.99%             A - 
87% - 89.99%             B + 
83% - 86.99%             B  
80% - 82.99%             B -  
77% - 79.99%             C + 
73% - 76.99%             C 
70% - 72.99%             C - 
60% - 69.99%             D 
Below 60%                 F 


 
Curve Policy: No curve. 
 
Method of Grade Reporting: Webcourses@UCF. 
 
University Writing Center 


 
University Writing Center 
Colbourn 105 
Satellite Locations: Main Library, Rosen Library & Online 
407-823-2197 
http://uwc.ucf.edu/ 


 
The University Writing Center (UWC) offers writing support to UCF students from 
first-year to graduate in every discipline. Trained peer consultants provide help at 
every stage of the writing process, including understanding assignments, 
researching, drafting, revising, incorporating sources, and learning to proofread and 
edit. The UWC’s purpose is not merely to fix papers or to make better writers, but to 
teach writers strategies to navigate complex situations for writing, both in and 
outside the University. Consultations are available for individuals and small groups. 
To make the best use of the UWC, visit far enough before your due date to allow 
yourself time to revise after your consultation, browse the writing resources on our 
website, and arrange a regular weekly appointment if you’d like long-term help. You 
may schedule a 45-minute appointment by phone or by using the TutorTrac 
scheduler on our website; walk-in consultations are also available. In addition, the 
UWC seeks graduate and undergraduate tutors from all majors; contact the UWC to 
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learn more about peer writing consulting and ENC 4275/5276: Theory & Practice of 
Tutoring Writing, our three-credit tutor-education course. 
 
 
Course Policies 


Embrace Diversity. The University of Central Florida recognizes that our 
individual differences can deepen our understanding of one another and the 
world around us, rather than divide us. In this class, people of all ethnicities, 
genders and gender identities, religions, ages, sexual orientations, disabilities, 
socioeconomic backgrounds, regions, and nationalities are strongly encouraged to 
share their rich array of perspectives and experiences. If you feel your differences 
may in some way isolate you from UCF's community or if you have a need of any 
specific accommodations, please speak with the instructor early in the semester 
about your concerns and what we can do together to help you become an active 
and engaged member of our class and community. 


Campus Resources. You should be aware that help is available if you are struggling 
with this course! First see me, your instructor: I want you to understand the material 
and would be most pleased to help if you are having trouble. Other resources 
include the Student Academic Resource Center (SARC), for supplemental instruction 
and academic tutoring, and the University Writing Center. 
 
Disability Access Statement. The University of Central Florida is committed to 
providing reasonable accommodations for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus 
is available in alternate formats upon request. Students who need accommodations 
must be registered with Student Disability Services, Student Resource Center Room 
132, phone 407-823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone 407-823-2116, before requesting 
accommodations from the professor. 
 
UCF Creed. Integrity, scholarship, community, creativity, and excellence are the core 
values that guide our conduct, performance, and decisions. 
 
Ethics statement. As reflected in the UCF creed, integrity and scholarship are core 
values that should guide our conduct and decisions as members of the UCF 
community. Plagiarism and cheating contradict these values, and so are very serious 
academic offenses. Penalties can include a failing grade in an assignment or in the 
course, or suspension or expulsion from the university. Students are expected to 
familiarize themselves with and follow the University’s Rules of Conduct (see 
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http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/). For more information about UCF's Rules of Conduct, 
see http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/. 
 
Academic Conduct Statement. UCF is committed to promoting a culture of 
academic integrity where faculty and students work together to meet our personal, 
professional, and social responsibilities. A degree from UCF is only valuable to the 
extent it reflects valid assessments of student learning. Misrepresenting your 
learning on tests, projects, reports, or papers invalidates your grades and tarnishes 
the credibility of UCF. While collaboration is encouraged in the learning and 
studying process, you should assume that all tests, quizzes, etc. require your 
individual effort unless explicitly directed otherwise. Unauthorized collaboration, 
whether voluntary or not, is cheating. Unauthorized use of materials during a test, 
quiz, or other assessment is cheating. Regarding papers and projects, one of the core 
fluencies that students need to demonstrate is the ability to discern information that 
is common to the public from the intellectual property of individuals. Use of 
protected ideas, processes, or language without attribution or proper citation is 
plagiarism. 
 
Communication with Instructor Policy. In this class our official mode of 
communication is through email located inside Webcourses. All communication 
between student and instructor and between student and student should be 
respectful and professional. It is the student's responsibility to check the 
"coursemail" tool frequently. You may also wish to create a Knight's Email account at 
www.knightsemail.ucf.edu for separate official communication from the university. 
 
Course Accessibility Statement. It is my goal that this class be an accessible and 
welcoming experience for all students, including those with disabilities that may 
impact learning in this class. If anyone believes the design of this course poses 
barriers to effectively participating and/or demonstrating learning in this course, 
please meet with me (with or without a Student Disability Services (SDS) 
accommodation letter) to discuss reasonable options or adjustments. During our 
discussion, I may suggest the possibility/necessity of your contacting SDS (Ferrell 
Commons 185; 407-823-2371; sds@ucf.edu) to talk about academic accommodations. 
You are welcome to talk to me at any point in the semester about course design 
concerns, but it is always best if we can talk at least one week prior to the need for 
any modifications. 
 
Religious Observances. Students are expected to notify their instructor in advance if 
they intend to miss a quiz, the midterm exam, or the paper due date to observe a 
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holy day of their religious faith. For a list of the major religious holidays in a number 
of faiths contact the Office of Diversity Initiatives at 407-823-6479. 
 
Deployed Active Duty Military Students. If you are a deployed active duty military 
student and feel that you may need a special accommodation due to that unique 
status, please contact your instructor to discuss your circumstances. 
 
UCF Cares. During your UCF career, you may experience challenges including 
struggles with academics, finances, or your personal well-being. UCF has a 
multitude of resources available to all students. Please visit UCFCares.com if you are 
seeking resources and support, or if you are worried about a friend or classmate. 
Free services and information are included for a variety of student concerns, 
including but not limited to alcohol use, bias incidents, mental health concerns, and 
financial challenges. You can also e-mail ucfcares@ucf.edu with questions or for 
additional assistance. You can reach a UCF Cares staff member between 8 a.m. and 5 
p.m. by calling 407-823-5607. If you are in immediate distress, please call Counseling 
and Psychological Services to speak directly with a counselor 24/7 at 407-823-2811, or 
please call 911. 
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POS4074– Latino Politics 
 


Department of Political Science 


College of Sciences, University of Central Florida 


 


Syllabus 
 


Instructor Information Course Information 


Instructor Dr. Annabelle Conroy Term: Fall 2015 


Office: HPH 302R Section: 0W59 


Phone (407) 823-2659 Credits: 3 


E-mail annabelle.conroy@ucf.edu  Class Time: Online 


Office hours: 


Tuesday: 10:00-12:00 PM 


Wednesday: 10:30 AM – 12:30 PM 


Thursday: 10:00 – 12:00 PM 


Classroom: Web-based course 


 


 


Course Prerequisites: POS 2041 or C.I.  


 


Course Overview  


The Latino or Hispanic population in the United States is growing at an unprecedented pace. As 
the largest minority group in the United States, its importance in political terms has increased 
dramatically in the last decade. This importance is compounded by the fact that Latinos tend to 
form a significant proportion of the population in electorally significant states such as Florida, 
California, New York and Texas. Despite the electoral significance of this group, however, 
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Latinos remain considerably under-represented in the American political system, particularly at 
the national level.  


This course is an introduction to the historical, economic and socio-political characteristics of 
the Latino community in the United States. In addition, the course will examine the policy 
issues confronting Latinos, the political opportunities and constraints for Latino political 
participation and the nature of Latino leadership and political coalitions. 


This course will be divided into two sections. The first section will deal with the historical 
development of the Latino community and to an examination of the various components of this 
community (particularly, Puerto Ricans, Mexican-Americans and Cuban-Americans). The second 
part of the course will focus on specific political phenomenon such as voting patterns, public 
policy issues and the success and failure of political demands advocated by the Latino 
community. 


 


Course Objectives  
 
The main objectives of this course are: 
1. To provide students with a comprehensive introduction to the field of Latino politics. 
2. To provide students with  
3. To illustrate the differences and similarities regarding the different groups composing the 


“Latino” category 
4. To develop key skills required for the successful study of political science and for the 


graduate job market. 
 


By the end of the course students should: 
 
1. Be able to  
 


 


Required Texts and Materials 
 


Fraga, Luis, John A. García, Gary Segura, Michael Jones-Correa, Rodney Hero and Valerie 


Martinez-Ebers (2010). Latino Lives in America: Making it Home. Temple. ISBN: 978-1-4399-


0049-9. 


 


Barreto, Matt and Gary M. Segura (2014): Latino America: How America’s Most Dynamic 


Population is Poised to Transform the Politics of the Nation.  New York: Perseus Books.  ISBN: 


978-1-61039-501-4 (hardcover version) / ISBN: 978-1-61039-502-1 (electronic version). 
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Additional materials  


 
Due to the large scope of the class, additional materials may be assigned in each of the 
modules.  However, these will all be available electronically.  The links for these materials will 
be included in each module. 


 


Format of the Course 
 
This course is offered electronically via Webcourses.  All course activities are to take place 
online. This includes the quizzes and exams.  There are no scheduled face-to-face meetings for 
this course.  Because there will be no face-to-face sessions, it is extremely important that you 
keep in mind and meet certain requirements.  In order to successfully complete this course you 
need to make sure that you: 
 
1. have a secure and reliable internet connection.  Please be aware that “I didn’t have internet 


connection for two days” will not be accepted as an excuse for late submissions. 
2. feel comfortable with the online tools that we will use in the course 
3. have a high degree of self-discipline 
4. are able to work independently, which means, among other things that you are able to 


read, understand and follow written instructions 
5. are able to log into Webcourses every week to complete each module and read any 


announcements that might be posted for that week.  Please keep in mind that the course 
requires work to be submitted every week and, thus, you cannot let the course slide for two 
weeks and then expect to catch up later.  Therefore, you should make sure that you can 
make this commitment before you decide to proceed with the course. 
 


You can learn about online courses by visiting the Learn UCF web site 
(http://online.ucf.edu/learn-online/).  
 
Online learning is not for everyone; some people may not be able to manage a course that does 
not meet face to face.  For this reason, it is extremely important that you read and understand 
the syllabus and make sure that you will be able to comply with the terms set forth in this 
document.   
 
Online learning requires a great deal of planning and self-discipline in order to be successfully 
completed. Since I will be covering a great deal of  material in 16 weeks, I highly recommend 
treating this course like a regular lecture course, and keeping up with lectures and assignments 
on a weekly basis. Please do not be tempted to skip two weeks of the course and expect to 
catch up easily.  Keep in mind that deadlines will be strictly observed in this course.  If you miss 
a  module (or more), you will not be able to make them up later.  Once a module closes, work 
for that module cannot be submitted. 
 



http://online.ucf.edu/learn-online/
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This course is based on the idea that students learn best by being actively involved in the 
learning process.   Thus, you are expected to read the material and be prepared to discuss it 
with your peers. 
 
The format of the course will be as follows: Modules will open on Tuesdays at 9:00 am and 
close on the following Monday at 5:00 pm.  The only exception to this is the first week of class 
when Module 1 will open on Monday, August 24.  
 
 


Modules Open on: Tuesdays, 9:00 am 


Modules Close on: Mondays, 5:00 pm 


 
 
Each module may also have its own internal deadlines.  So, for example, if there is a discussion 
assignment, you might be required to make a discussion posting by Saturday and then several 
discussion postings by Monday. 
 
Although I do my best to avoid changing the schedule, please make sure you check the class 
schedule often, as the schedule may change depending on several factors.  In any case, I will 
make sure to post an announcement when a change is made to the syllabus or the class 
schedule.  However, it is your responsibility to ensure that you read the class announcements 
and communications sent out by the instructor. 


 


Grading 
 
The final grade will be calculated on a scale of 0-100 and it will have the following components: 


 


Component Points 


Protocol Points   5 


Modules 55 


Final Project 20 


Final Examination 20 


Total 100 


 


In general, grades for each module will appear one week after the module closes.  Mistakes can 


be made while entering the grades, so you are responsible for monitoring your grades and 


making sure that they are accurate.  You have two weeks after the grades are posted to challenge 


or request a correction to your grades.  After this time, grades become final.   
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If you wish to challenge your grade you must make an appointment with the professor (either an 


in-person or phone appointment) and present the evidence to show that your grade is incorrect.  


Keep in mind that if a review has to be made of your grade, the grade can go up or down 


depending on the review. 


Protocol Points:  


 
Protocol points are points that are given to you at the beginning of the course and will remain 


with you as long as you observe and abide by the class protocols and the UCF student code of 


conduct.  In other words, you start off with 5 points and you will only lose some or all of them if 


you somehow violate any of the protocols set forth in the syllabus.  


 


You can lose protocol points if you do any of the following: 


 


1. Use rude, disrespectful, intimidating or unprofessional language in any communication 


or discussion assignment in this course.   


2. Violate the ethics standards set forth by UCF (see http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/).   


3. Fail to observe the protocols set forth in this syllabus. 


4. Engage in any type of cheating (which includes plagiarism) 


Modules 


 
As mentioned above, modules open each Tuesday at 9:00 am and close the following Monday 
at 5:00 pm.    Each module includes several assignments.  Typically a module will include a 
reading assignment, a discussion assignment and short multiple-choice quiz.  The quiz will serve 
as preparation for the exams.   
 
Although you will see 15 modules on the schedule, please note that not all of them are graded.  
Some of them such as Modules 8 and 15 only have review questions and the exam instructions.  
 
There are 12 graded modules (Modules 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13 and 14).  Each one is 
worth 5 points.  You are allowed to miss one module without penalty (this is why it says “55” on 
the Module points total above in the “Grading” table).  If, however, you complete all 12 graded 
modules, then the extra points you earn in this module will count as extra credit.  These are the 
only extra credit points available in this course, since extra credit assignments will not be given. 
 


Final Project 


The final class project is worth 20% of the final grade, so it is important that you start thinking 
about what you would like to do as soon as possible. Recognizing that students have different 
talents and interests as well as different forms of learning, the final project has been designed 
to accommodate these differences. Thus, student can choose from various forms of projects: 
(a) a policy paper focused on a particular issue; (b) a video documentary to be presented to the 



http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/
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class in the last week of class; (c) a campaign strategy for a candidate of your choosing.  The 
rubrics for each project will be available on week 7, after I determine the project preferences of 
the class. 


The final project can be done individually or with a group. I suggest that groups have no more 
than 5 people, since the bigger the group is, the harder it is for the group to work together. 
Please let me know by the end of Week 7 which type of project you wish to do and, if you will 
be in a group, which students will be in the group. 


Final Examination 


 


There will be one examination in this course: the final exam which will be multiple-choice and 


cumulative. You must take this exam. Failure to do so will result in a grade of "F" for the entire 


course. In case of a serious extenuating circumstance that prevents the student from taking the 


exam the student is responsible for contacting the instructor before the examination. In addition, 


the student is responsible for providing valid and convincing medical documentation. Please note 


that the form of the makeup examination may be different from that administered to the rest of 


the class (i.e. It will be in essay form, not multiple-choice). 


Please make sure that you have a secure and reliable internet connection when you take the 
exam.  In addition, make sure that you take the exam well before the deadline to avoid being 
logged out of the exam if you ran over the time limit set for that exam. 


As with any other course, I urge you not to fall behind on the readings. Each week we will be 


covering a lot of new information and if you do not keep up, it can become overwhelming the 


day before the exam. In addition, keep in mind that the final examination will be cumulative. 


 
 


Please take note of the following course stipulations: 


 


 There will be no extra credit assignments.   


 Late assignments will not be accepted unless valid medical documentation is presented 


and only when arrangements have been made before the due date.  Make-up 


assignments will have a different format than those assigned to the rest of the class. 


 Make sure to check the “Grades” section in Webcourses often. Please be aware that no 


grade will be changed 2 weeks after the grade for a particular assignment has been 


posted. 


 If you have a particular concern about a grade received, you need to make an 


appointment with me (either in person or by phone) and bring specific points which you 
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wish to address. Keep in mind that if you ask me to read the disputed assignment/test 


again, your grade may go up or down. 


 Please do come and see me if you are having trouble understanding a topic or concept. 
Also, I encourage you to ask questions during class if something is not clear. 


 
 


The grade distribution for the course will be as follows: 


 


Points Letter Grade 


93-100 A   


90-92 A- 


87-89 B+ 


83-86 B   


80-82 B- 


77-79 C+ 


73-76 C 


70-72 C- 


67-69 D+ 


63-66 D 


60-62 D- 


0-59 F 


 


In general, grades for each assignment will appear one week after the submission deadline.  


Mistakes can be made while entering the grades, so you are responsible for monitoring your 


grades and making sure that they are accurate.  You have two weeks after the grades are posted 


to challenge or request a correction to your grades.  After this time, grades become final.   


 


If you wish to challenge your grade you must make an appointment with the professor and 


present the evidence to show that your grade is incorrect.  Keep in mind that if a review has to 


be made of your grade, the grade can go up or down depending on the review. 


 


Grade Dissemination 


 
Graded tests and materials in this course will be returned individually only by request. You can 
access your scores at any time by logging into your course through Webcourses. Please note 
that scores returned mid-semester are unofficial grades.  
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Grades of "Incomplete":  
 


The current university policy concerning incomplete grades will be followed in this course. 
Incomplete grades are given only in situations where unexpected emergencies prevent a 
student from completing the course and the remaining work can be completed the next 
semester. Your instructor is the final authority on whether you qualify for an incomplete. 
Incomplete work must be finished by the end of the subsequent semester or the “I” will 
automatically be recorded as an “F” on your transcript. 


 
 


Course Policies: Technology and Media 
 
Webcourses: Webcourses is an online course management system (accessed 
through my.ucf.edu and then the "Online Course Tools" tab) which will be used as a medium for 
turning in assignments and a forum for communicating with your professor. The Webcourses 
site will have up-to-date information on topics, class assignments, schedule and so on.  In 
addition, each class module will include useful tools for exam preparation and to add to the 
material presented in class.  My recommendation is to check Webcourses regularly for updates. 
 
Email: In this class our official mode of communication is through email located inside 
Webcourses. All communication between student and instructor and between student and 
student should be respectful and professional. It is the student's responsibility to check 
Webcourses frequently. You may also wish to create a Knight's Email account 
at www.knightsemail.ucf.edu for separate official communication from the university. If for any 
reason you cannot log into Webcourses, you may use my office email address which is: 
Annabelle.conroy@ucf.edu.  You may also call or come to my office (information provided 
above). 
 


 


Course Policies: Student Expectations 
 
Diversity and Inclusion:   The University of Central Florida considers the diversity of its 
students, faculty, and staff to be a strength and critical to its educational mission. UCF expects 
every member of the university community to contribute to an inclusive and respectful culture 
for all in its classrooms, work environments, and at campus events. Dimensions of diversity can 
include sex, race, age, national origin, ethnicity, gender identity and expression, intellectual and 
physical ability, sexual orientation, income, faith and non-faith perspectives, socio-economic 
class, political ideology, education, primary language, family status, military experience, 
cognitive style, and communication style. The individual intersection of these experiences and 
characteristics must be valued in our community. 
 



http://my.ucf.edu/

http://www.knightsemail.ucf.edu/

mailto:Annabelle.conroy@ucf.edu





9 
 


Title IX prohibits sex discrimination, including sexual misconduct, sexual violence, sexual 
harassment, and retaliation. If you or someone you know has been harassed or assaulted, you 
can find resources available to support the victim, including confidential resources and 
information concerning reporting options 
at  www.shield.ucf.edu and http://cares.sdes.ucf.edu/. 
 
If there are aspects of the design, instruction, and/or experiences within this course that result 
in barriers to your inclusion or accurate assessment of achievement, please notify the instructor 
as soon as possible and/or contact Student Accessibility Services. 


 
Disability Access: The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable 
accommodations for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats 
upon request. Students who need accommodations must be registered with Student Disability 
Services, Ferrell Commons Room 185, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-
2116, before requesting accommodations from the professor. 
 
Professionalism Policy:  Per university policy and classroom etiquette; mobile phones, iPods, 
etc. must be silenced during all classroom and lab lectures. Those not heeding this rule will be 
asked to leave the classroom/lab immediately so as to not disrupt the learning environment 
and will lose protocol points. Please arrive on time for all class meetings. Students who 
habitually disturb the class by talking, arriving late, etc., and have been warned may suffer a 
reduction in their final class grade.  
 
Academic Conduct Policy: Academic dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated. If you are 
uncertain as to what constitutes academic dishonesty, please consult The Golden Rule, the 
University of Central Florida's Student Handbook (http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/) for 
further details.  As in all University courses, The Golden Rule Rules of Conduct will be applied.  
Violations of these rules will result in a record of the infraction being placed in your file and 
receiving a zero on the work in question AT A MINIMUM.  At the instructor’s discretion, you 
may also receive a failing grade for the course.  Confirmation of such incidents can also result in 
expulsion from the University 
 
Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating:  UCF faculty members have a responsibility for 
your education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to prevent unethical behavior and 
when necessary respond to infringements of academic integrity. Penalties can include a failing 
grade in an assignment or in the course, suspension or expulsion from the university, and/or a 
"Z Designation" on a student's official transcript indicating academic dishonesty, where the final 
grade for this course will be preceded by the letter Z. For more information about the Z 
Designation, see http://z.ucf.edu/. 
 



http://www.shield.ucf.edu/

http://cares.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/)

http://z.ucf.edu/
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Turnitin.com:  In this course we will utilize turnitin.com, an automated system which instructors 
can use to quickly and easily compare each student's assignment with billions of websites, as 
well as an enormous database of student papers that grows with each submission. Accordingly, 
you will be expected to submit all assignments in electronic format. After the assignment is 
processed, as instructor I will receive a report from turnitin.com that states if and how another 
author's work was used in the assignment. For a more detailed look at this process visit: 
www.turnitin.com. 


To use turnitin.com you must first create a user profile. To do this, go to the turnitin.com 
website, select "Create a User Profile" (on top right of the screen), and then select the user 
type, in this case, "Student". Next, it will ask you for the Turnitin Class ID, which is 10430094 
and the Turnitin class enrollment password, which is POS4074LP (it is case-sensitive so make 
sure you type it all in uppercase letters). Once you put in your email address, you will have an 
account and you will be able to turn in papers. If you have already used turnitin.com for 
another class, then you may use the same account. You just need to remember the class ID and 
password. 


Any incidence of plagiarism will be dealt with very severely in this course and will be reported 
to the Office of Student Conduct (please the statement on plagiarism and cheating below). If 
you are in doubt on whether you are using or quoting a source appropriately, please feel free to 
contact me before you turn the paper in. 


University Writing Center: The University Writing Center (UWC) is a free resource for UCF 
undergraduates and graduates. At the UWC, a trained writing consultant will work individually 
with you on anything you're writing (in or out of class), at any point in the writing process from 
brainstorming to editing. Appointments are recommended, but not required. For more 
information or to make an appointment, visit the UWC website at http://www.uwc.ucf.edu, 
stop by MOD 608, or call 407.823.2197. 


 


Religious Observances: Students who anticipate the necessity of being absent from class due to 
the observation of a major religious observance must provide notice of the date(s) to the 
instructor, in writing, by the second week of class.  If any assignment falls on a day in which you 
observe a religious holiday, it is your responsibility to notify the instructor by the end of the 
second week of class.  In addition, it is your responsibility to make alternative arrangements for 
completing that particular assignment. 


Course Schedule 
 


Date Topic Assignments/Notes 
 


 


Part I: Theories, Concepts and Process 
 



javascript:doWindowOpen('http://www.turnitin.com','new_frame','width=600,height=420,menubar=1,toolbar=1,scrollbars=1,status=1,location=1,resizable=1',0)

javascript:doWindowOpen('http://www.turnitin.com','new_frame','width=600,height=420,menubar=1,toolbar=1,scrollbars=1,status=1,location=1,resizable=1',0)

http://www.uwc.ucf.edu/
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Week 1:    8/24  Introduction to the Course Complete Module  1 


Week 2:    8/31  Understanding Latinos and their Place in the 
Polity 


Complete Module  2 


Week 3:    9/9 The Mexican American Experience Complete Module  3 


Week 4:    9/14  Puerto Rican Experience Complete Module  4 


Week 5:    9/21 The Cuban American Experience Complete Module  5 


Week 6:    9/28 Central Americans Complete Module  6 


Week 7:    10/5 The “Other” category Complete Module  7 


 


Part II: The Political Context 
 


Week 8:    10/12 Pan-ethnicity and Community Complete Module  8 


Week 9:    10/19 Latinos and their Place in the Polity Complete Module  9 


Week 10:  10/26 Electoral Opportunities and Constraints Complete Module  10 


Week 11:  11/2 Latinos at the Polls Complete Module  11 


 


Part III: Policy Issues 
 


Week 12:  11/9 Immigration Complete Module  12 


Week 13:  11/16 Barriers to Incorporation: Discrimination, 
Inequality and Labor Insecurity 


Complete Module  13 


Week 14:   11/23* Final Project Begin Module  14 


Week 15:  11/30 Final Project Complete Module 14 


Week 16:   12/7 
 


Final Exam Week Complete Module 15 
Final Exam: Opens 
12/8 – Closes 12/14 


 
* November 26-28 (Thanksgiving Break) 
 
 
 


Make sure you read the syllabus in its entirety before proceeding with 


the course. By proceeding with the course, you are implicitly agreeing 


to be bound by all the conditions set forth in the syllabus. 


 








POS 3182W Florida Politics 


Fall 2015 Syllabus 


Contact Information 


Instructor: Dr. Aubrey Jewett 


Office: Phillips Hall 302 E 


Office Hours: Online by e-mail or in person T or R 9:00 a.m. to12:00 p.m. 


Phone: Political Science Main Office 407-823-2608; Direct Office Line 407-823-6030 


E-mail: aubrey.jewett@ucf.edu 


Course Description 


Florida Politics examines politics in the Sunshine State focusing on foundations, 
institutions, processes and policy. We look at the changing demographic and economic 
environment of Florida, the state constitution, political culture and public opinion. We 
examine participation in state and local politics, the role of interest groups and political 
parties and the conduct of state and local elections. We explore Florida’s governmental 
institutions including the legislature, executive branch, bureaucracy, and courts. We 
also investigate the structure, function, governance and challenges facing local 
government in Florida. Finally we analyze and evaluate state and local policy in the 
Sunshine State including criminal justice, land use, economic development, growth 
management, environment, civil rights, education, health, welfare and taxing and 
spending. 


Goals 


1. Knowledge: Students will understand the political foundations, institutions, processes, 
and public policy of Florida. 


2. Comparative Approach: Students will look at politics and policy in Florida to see how 
and why politics operates in our state as contrasted to other states. 


3. Knowledge Extension: Students will examine a variety of websites related to Florida 
politics and policy and describe, analyze and reflect on information that extends beyond 
the class texts. 


4. Political Geography: Students will analyze Florida to see how politics, policy and 
political culture vary in different regions, markets and counties. 







5. Diversity: Students will explore how diversity impacts Florida politics and policy 
focusing on contemporary minority American culture as defined by race, ethnicity, 
gender, social and economic class, age, sexual orientation and physical ability. 


6. Current Issues: Students will find, discuss, and express thoughtful opinions about 
current politics and policy in Florida. 


Required Texts 


1. Susan MacManus, Aubrey Jewett, Thomas Dye & David Bonanza  (MJDB), Politics in 
Florida, 4th ed., Tampa: University of South Florida Institute of Government Press, 2015 
 


 
 
   
We will be using one book for this class. It is a brand new 4th edition of my book Politics 
in Florida. The printing has been slightly delayed and I will let everyone know when it is 
available for purchase. In addition, each module will contain additional information on 
the political geography of Florida: the state, 3 regions, 10 media markets and 67 
counties. 
  
  







Evaluation 


6 Modules – 76% of your total grade. Each module consists of 2 graded activities: 
Chapter Quiz and Extend, Update & Discuss. Each module will usually cover 2 chapters 
from the Politics in Florida text and 2 chapters from the Ten Media Markets text. You will 
have about two weeks to do each module. 


Chapter Quiz – 36% of total grade. Each quiz will usually have 50 questions 
covering material from the text and the module. You will normally have 60 minutes to 
take the quiz. You may take the quiz a second time to improve your score. The 
questions are drawn from a larger quiz bank I have constructed so while a few 
questions may be the same on a 2nd attempt, most will be different. You should read the 
chapters and study before starting the quiz as you will not have time to look up every 
answer. All 6 quizzes count towards your final grade and except for extraordinary 
circumstances, no late quizzes will be accepted once the quiz closes. 


Extend, Update & Discuss – 40% of total grade. I will put you in small groups for 
the online discussion based on your last name. Extend, Update & Discuss will include 
several steps. First you will visit several websites tied to the readings and then describe, 
analyze and reflect on several things you learned about Florida politics and policy from 
those sites that extends your knowledge beyond what is found in the text (900-1200 
words). Next you will update information from the readings by looking up and writing a 
350-500 word current event. You will upload this paper (the knowledge extension and 
current event) using the assignment function and also paste it into your discussion 
group.  


Finally you must engage in discussion with your fellow classmates by responding 
to their knowledge extension and current event. The discussion will require a minimum 
of three postings each module: the initial posting of your paper and then at least two 
postings responding to your fellow students. You should attempt to engage in 
professional college level discussion with your classmates. Highest grades go to 
students who exceed my expectations for quantity and quality of their papers and their 
discussion with classmates. Two additional postings is the minimum to get a C on that 
part of the assignment. You will need 8 or more (depending on quality and length) 
additional postings to get the highest possible score on discussing with class mates. 


To grade discussion I have developed a rubric (scoring guidelines). Each discussion is 
worth up to 100 points: 50 points are possible for knowledge extension, 30 points for the 
current event, and 20 points for discussing things with your classmates. In addition 
there will be a 10 point penalty for each day the initial posting is late. So 10 points off for 
one day late and 20 points off for two days late and so on until the module closes. Once 
the module closes you will not be able to post further and I will not accept your postings. 


Florida U.S. Senate Race Analysis - 24% of your total grade. You will write a research 
paper on the Florida U.S. Senate race to replace Marco Rubio. Your analysis should be 
3500 to 5000 words long, double-spaced with Times New Roman font and will have the 







following sections: an introduction that puts the race in context and lays out how the 
paper will proceed; a biographical summary of the main Democratic and Republican 
candidates; a comparison of the major issue stances of these candidates; a predictive 
analysis on who will win each party primary based on comparing the strengths and 
weaknesses of the candidates; a predictive analysis on who will win the general election 
and become the next U.S. Senator from Florida based on comparing the strengths and 
weaknesses of the candidates; and a conclusion that summarizes the paper and 
explains who you would personally like to win and why (regardless of who you think will 
win). I will post more details soon. You may start the paper while we are working on the 
modules but will also have two or three weeks to work on the paper after the modules 
are over if you like. The paper will be due no later than Friday, December 11 at 11:00 
p.m. Research papers will be accepted until Sunday, December 13 at 11:00 pm – but 
will incur a 10 point per day late penalty. 


Policies 


1. If you have questions about the course of a general nature do not e-mail me initially. 
Instead post your question in the Discussions section of the web site. Once in 
Discussions select the topic “Questions for Professor Jewett” and then click in the 
“Reply” box and type in your question and then hit “Post Reply.” You may have to wait 
up to 48 hours for a response but I am usually much quicker than that. You should 
review this section before asking your question as someone else may have already 
asked it. Of course if your problem is personal (grade related for instance) or involves 
not being able to get on the site (and hence unable to get to Discussions) feel free to e-
mail me at my normal e-mail address. 


2. If you would like to seek the help of fellow students go to Discussions and select the 
topic “Students Seeking Help from Students” and post your question as above. This can 
be a technical question about computer problems or a subject matter question. I will 
give extra credit to students who help others! 


3. Online courses require students to be self-motivated and do work on a regular basis 
without being reminded of assignments and due dates. The average student can expect 
to put in 12-15 hours a module on this course if they want to do well. You will be reading 
2 chapters from the main text and additional information on Florida political geography 
in each module. You can also expect that you will write 2000 words or more each 
module (counting initial postings and discussions with others) if you want to do well. 


4. Late assignments will not be accepted once a quiz, discussion or module closes (as 
mentioned above I will take your initial paper posting on discussion late with a 10 point 
per day penalty but once the module closes that will be it). Do not wait until the last 
minute to do assignments. Computer problems and Internet connection problems will 
happen. They are not acceptable excuses for missing due dates and deadlines. Due 
times for graded assignments are usually 11 pm Eastern Standard Time. I give a 59 
minute grace period until 11:59 pm before I start assessing the late penalty. 







5. I will drop your lowest extend, update & discuss score when I compute your final 
grade. Since I am not accepting late assignments after a module closes this will provide 
you a measure of protection should something happen that prevents you from writing a 
paper (computer glitch, illness, vacation etc.) or should you do poorly on a paper and 
want to improve. I will not drop any quiz scores, so you must do all 6 quizzes. 


6. I follow and enforce the UCF policies pertaining to academic honesty and integrity 
and expect professional student conduct. See the UCF policies established in the 
Golden Rule (http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/) if you are unfamiliar (particularly the 
section on Academic Conduct). 


7. Students registered with UCF Disability Services (http://sds.sdes.ucf.edu/) will be 
given accommodation as determined by UCF Disability Services.  


Grading Scale 


This class is on a 10 point grading scale with no plus minus grades. 


100-90 A (Outstanding or excellent work) 


89-80 B (Good, above average work) 


79-70 C (Average work) 


69-60 D (Below average, poor work) 


59-0 F (Unacceptable work or missed assignment) 


Assignment Due Dates 


Academic Engagement Assignment Required by Federal Government Regulations: 
Pretest due by Friday 8/28 at 5:00 pm EST. 


Faculty members are required to document students' academic activity at the beginning 
of each course. In order to document that you began this course, please complete the 
following academic activity by the end of the first week of classes, or as soon as 
possible after adding the course, but no later than Friday August 28th 5:00 pm EST. 
Failure to do so will result in a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid. 


Go to Quizzes and click on “Pretest” and then “Take the Quiz.” You have 1 hour to take 
the pretest. Please do not study beforehand or look up answers when taking the pretest 
– if you do not know the answer then just make your best guess. I want to get an honest 
assessment of how much you know about the course material before we get started (so 
please do not just take 2 minutes for the whole quiz and randomly hit answers either – 
actually read the questions and see if you know the answer). Once you answer all the 
questions hit “Submit Quiz.” 



http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://sds.sdes.ucf.edu/





Module 1 Florida’s Political Culture and Constitution: Quiz due by Monday 9/7 at 11 pm; 
Initial discussion posting due by Tuesday 9/8 at 11 pm; additional postings due by, and 
module closes on, Thursday 9/10 11:00 pm 


PLEASE NOTE: JUST BECAUSE SOME DUE DATES FALLS OVER THE LABOR 
DAY HOLIDAY DOES NOT MEAN YOU HAVE TO WAIT UNTIL THEN TO DO THE 
ASSIGNMENT! 


For Module 1 please read: 


Politics in Florida chapters 1 Political Culture and 2 Constitution 


Module 2 Public Opinion, Parties and Elections: Quiz due by Monday 9/21 at 11 pm; 
Initial discussion posting due by Tuesday 9/22 at 11 pm; additional postings due by, and 
module closes on, Thursday 9/24 11:00 pm 


For Module 2 please read: 


Politics in Florida chapters 3 Public Opinion and 4 Parties and Elections 


Module 3 Interest Groups and the Legislature: Quiz due by Monday 10/5 at 11 pm; 
Initial discussion posting due by Tuesday 10/6 at 11 pm; additional postings due by, and 
module closes on, Thursday 10/8 11:00 pm 


For Module 3 please read: 


Politics in Florida chapters 5 Interest Groups and 6 Legislature 


Module 4 Executive Branch and Courts and Crime: Quiz due by Monday 10/19 at 11 
pm; Initial discussion posting due by Tuesday 10/20 at 11 pm; additional postings due 
by, and module closes on, Thursday 10/22 11:00 pm 


For Module 4 please read: 


Politics in Florida chapters 7 Executive Branch and 8 Courts and Crimes 


Withdrawal Deadline Monday 11/2 11:59 p.m. 


Module 5 Taxing, Spending and Local Government: Quiz due by Monday 11/2 at 11 pm; 
Initial discussion posting due by Tuesday 11/3 at 11 pm; additional postings due by, and 
module closes on, Thursday 11/5 11:00 pm 


For Module 5 please read: 


Politics in Florida chapters 9 Taxing and Spending and 10 Local Government 







Module 6 Education, Welfare and Health and Environment and Growth Management: 
Quiz due by Monday 11/16 at 11 pm; Initial discussion posting due by Tuesday 11/17 at 
11 pm; additional postings due by, and module closes on, Thursday 11/19 11:00 pm 


For Module 6 please read: 


Politics in Florida chapters 11 Education, Social Welfare and Health Care and 12 
Environment, Growth Management, and Economic Development 


Florida U.S. Senate Race Analysis Due by Friday 12/11 at 11pm (Sunday December 13 
at 11 pm is the last date to turn in a late research paper) 


Fall Term Ends: Tuesday December 15 


Getting Started 


Go to the home page, go to Quizzes and click on “Pretest” and then “Take the Quiz” (as 
described above to document your participation in the course). After that, to begin the 
academic part of the course, click on Modules and then read and follow the instructions 
for Module 1: Florida’s Political Culture and Constitution. 








POS 6747 
ADVANCED TOPICS IN QUANTITATIVE POLITICAL ANALYSIS: 


TIME SERIES ANALYSIS OF POLITICAL EVENTS 
 


FALL 2015 
MONDAY, 3:00-5:50 


 


Professor:  Dr. Drew Lanier Office Hours:   TR 09:30-11:00, W 2:00-3:00, after 
                          seminar or by appointment     


Office:  Phillips Hall 302 Credit Hours:  Three (3)   


Phone: (407) 823-3753 [direct dial] or -2608 [main office]  


E-mail: drew.lanier@ucf.edu        


                                                                                                                       
“The messier the data are, the better the               “When you cannot measure, your knowledge is meager  
statistician needs to be, and in political          and unsatisfactory” — Lord William Kelvin (inscription 
science, our data are very messy”           found atop the Social Science Research Building at the 
 — Prof. Matt Lebo, SUNY, Stony Brook          University of Chicago) (Pritchett 1948, xi).  


 
COURSE OBJECTIVES: 
 


What variables predict if two states will go to war in a particular year? Are there long-term, underlying 
deterministic trends to Supreme Court decision-making, or is it a totally random, stochastic process?  How 
strong is the long-run relationship between issue preferences and voter behavior? Do domestic political 
institutions systematically impact currency markets concurrently or across a lag? The use of time series 
methods allows political scientists to answer these types of questions. This course examines these methods 
and their practical application in researching settings as they apply to political events (Martin Syllabus 2006) 
with particular emphasis on existing datasets, including those specifically involving international relations, 
American politics and comparative politics events. 
 


The quantitative analysis of political data and relationships is an intriguing, yet challenging task, for a 
number of reasons.  This course builds upon the basic skills and knowledge base that students developed in 
the introductory quantitative courses (POS 6746 (Quantitative Methods in Political Research) and POS 7745 
(Advanced Quantitative Methods in Political Research)).  Students should have well grasped the concepts 
and issues covered in that course.  This course considers more advanced issues in the quantitative 
understanding and presentation of political data, as such data are uniquely characterized by specific attributes 
that make statistical understanding of them more challenging than other types of data.   
 
 Accordingly, to hone these skills, we will explore in depth several quantitative methods issues, by using 
computerized statistical programs, such as Stata and RATS, so as to marry the theoretical discussions we 
have with the practical import of them in political analyses.  These software packages are available in the 
Political Science computer lab (Phillips Hall 310) for use by graduate students.  Some of them are also 
available on the UCF Apps page (https://my.apps.ucf.edu/Citrix/UCFAPPSWeb/).  During the course, there will 
be weekly assignments designed to enhance students’ understanding of the techniques political analysts 
employ to meet the intriguing challenges of quantitative methods.  The exercises, along with other elements, 
will comprise a portion of the student’s final course grade, as more fully described below.  
 


This course introduces students to time series methods and to the applications of these methods in 
political science.  The focus of the class will be on applications and the use of political data measured over 
time. We will briefly study the calculus of finite differences before moving on to study stationary ARMA models. 
We will learn how to construct univariate and multivariate models and how to use them in political analyses and 
forecasting.  We will study regression techniques using time series data as well as Box-Jenkins methods.  We  



mailto:drew.lanier@ucf.edu

https://my.apps.ucf.edu/Citrix/UCFAPPSWeb/
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will also study some more recent advances in time series analysis including cointegration, error correction 
models, ARCH, GARCH, and ARFIMA methods. We will also spend some time learning about emerging 
methods for studying time-varying relationships such as repeated cross-sectional analysis and dynamic 
conditional correlations. We will end the class with 2 weeks on duration modeling. 
 


Overall, there are several goals of this course: 


• Students who successfully complete the course will be better consumers of political and 
statistical information, which will help them better grasp the concepts of other graduate courses in 
the discipline in addition to helping them understand the scholarly world into which they have 
entered, specifically as they relate to time series questions; 


• Students who successfully complete the course will have a stronger understanding of the proper 
use of statistical computing programs, such as Stata and RATS, and how to interpret validly 
the results that are obtained to generalize such findings to other theoretical settings and contexts.    


• Students who successfully complete the course will have a more in-depth understanding of the 
pooled cross-sectional (PCTS) and time serial properties of data and how to diagnose and 
treat such pathologies.   


• Students who successfully complete the course will better understand the challenges and 
treatment of time serial data and a theorist might leverage the inherent cross-time perspective 
contained in such data.  Students who successfully complete the course will more fully appreciate 
the wonder of time series aspects of political data analysis 


Apart from a sense of what we know and what we do not know about quantitative methods as they apply to 
many of the subfields in the discipline, I hope that during this semester that you will acquire a deep awareness 
of how political scientists think about, formulate and execute empirical research, especially as that applies to 
time series analysis.  Along these lines, a large part of the class will be spent doing more than simply 
regurgitating the findings of published works.  While it is important to understand what the readings 
communicate, it is also important for us to think conceptually how we might as producers of knowledge 
contribute to the body of new research on the different topics and themes dominate in the highly sophisticated 
area of time series analysis of political events that we will explore.  Let us begin. 


TEXTS: 
 
Required 
 
Box-Steffensmeier, Janet M., John R. Freeman, Matthew P. HItt and Jon C.W. Pevehouse.  2014.  Time  
 Series Analysis for the Social Sciences.  New York:  Cambridge University Press.  ISBN 978-0-521- 
 69155-0 [hereafter “BFHP”]. 
 
Brooks, Chris.  2009.  RATS Handbook to Accompany Introductory Econometrics for Finance.  New York:   
 Cambridge University Press.  ISBN 978-0-521-72168-4 [hereafter “Brooks”]. 
 
Pickup, Mark.  2015.  Introduction to Time Series Analysis.  No. 174 in the Quantitative Applications in the  
 Social Sciences Series.  Washington, DC:  Sage.  ISBN 0-978-1-4522-8201-5 [hereafter “Pickup”]. 
 
Optional 
 
Becketti, Sean.  2013.  Introduction to Time Series Using Stata.  College Station, TX:  Stata Press. ISBN 978- 
 1-59718-132-7 [hereaftger “Becketti”]. 
 
Enders, Walter.  2015.  Applied Econometric Time Series.  Hoboken, NJ:  John Wiley and Sons.  ISBN 978-1- 
 118-80856-6 [hereafter “Enders”].   
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RECOMMENDED TEXTS: 
 
Adkins, Lee C., and R. Carter Hill.  2008.  Using Stata for Principles of Econometrics.  New York:  John Wiley  
 and Sons.  ISBN 978-0-470-18546-9. 
 
Box, George E.P., Gwllyum M. Jenkins, and Gregory C. Reinsel. 1994.  Time Series Analysis: Forecasting and  
 Control.  3d ed. New York:  Prentice Hall. ISBN 0-130-60774-6.  
 
Box-Steffensmeier, Janet M., and Bradford S. Jones. 2004. Event History Modeling: A Guide for Social  
 Scientists. New York:  Cambridge University Press. ISBN 978-0-52-154673-7. 
 
Enders, Walter.  1996.  RATS Handbook for Econometric Time Series.  New York:  Wiley.  ISBN 978-0-471- 
 14894-6.  There is an updated .pdf version of this that I will post on Canvas.  Although it is outdated, it  
 is highly useful, especially for those who are new users of RATS [hereafter “Enders Handbook”].  
 
Gujarati, Damodar N. 2009.  Basic Econometric. 5th ed. New York: McGraw-Hill.  ISBN 978-0-07-337577-9. 
 
Hamilton, J.D. 1994.  Time Series Analysis. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press. ISBN 0-691-04289-6. 
 
Hendry, David F. 1995. Dynamic Econometrics. Oxford, UK: Oxford University Press. ISBN: 0-19-828316-4.  
 
Hill, R. Carter, William E. Griffiths, and Guay C. Lim.  2011.  Principles of Econometrics.  4th ed.  New York:  
 John Wiley and Sons.  ISBN 978-0-470-62673-3   
 
Ostrom, Charles W., Jr.  1990.  “Time Series Analysis:  Regression Techniques.”  Sage University Paper  
 Series on Quantitative Applications in the Social Sciences, 07-09.  Thousand Oaks, CA:  Sage.  ISBN  
 0-8039-3135-2. 
 
Pindyck, Robert. S., and Daniel L. Rubinfeld. 1998.  Econometric Models and Economic Forecasts.  4th ed.  
 New York: Mcgraw-Hill.  ISBN: 0-07-913292-8. 
 
Sayrs, Lois W. 1989. Pooled Times Series Analysis. Series in Quantitative Application in the Social Sciences.  
 No. 70.  Beverly Hills:  Sage (pp. 7-32).  Inexpensive and good to have as a reference. 
 
These books are in the library and you might find them useful:  
 
Mills, Terence C. Time Series Techniques for Economists. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press. 1990.  
 ISBN 0-521-34339-9.  
A fairly simple explanation of some of the methods that we will cover in the first few weeks.  
 
Engle, R.F. and C.W.J. Granger, Eds. Long-Run Relationships: Readings in Cointegration. Oxford, UK: Oxford  
 University Press. 1991. ISBN: 0-19-828338-5.  
A classic book by the guys who won the Nobel Prize in large part for developing this methodology. 
  
Chatfield, C. The Analysis of Time Series: Theory and Practice. London: Chapman and Hall. 1975. ISBN 0- 
 412-14180-9.  
Old, but a good basic treatment of the materials.  
 
Goldberg, Samuel. Introduction to Difference Equations. New York: John Wiley and Sons. 1958. ISBN: 0-471- 
 31051-4.  
In case you find the second week’s class especially fascinating. 
 
McCleary, Richard, Richard A. Hay, Jr. (with Errol E. Meidinger and David McDowall). 1980. Applied Time  
 Series Analysis for the Social Sciences. Beverly Hills:  Sage.  ISBN 0-803-91205-6 
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An out-of-print classic.  
 
OPTIONAL MATERIALS: 
 
Stat/Transfer.  2013.  Version 11 (or more recent version).  Seattle, WA:  Circle Systems  
 
http://www.stattransfer.com).  
 
CODEBOOKS AND DATA BASES:  
 
Spaeth, Harold J.  1997.  Expanded United States Supreme Court Judicial Database, 1946-1968 Terms.  


Second ICPSR version.  Ann Arbor:  Interuniversity Consortium for Political and Social Research.  Study 
number 6557.  These data are available from public data archives. 


  
Spaeth, Harold J.  1997.  United States Supreme Court Judicial Database, 1953-1995 Terms.  Seventh ICPSR 


version.  Ann Arbor:  Interuniversity Consortium for Political and Social Research.  Study number 9422. 
These data are available from public data archives. 


 
Songer, Donald R.  1997.  United States Courts of Appeal Database 1925-1996. These data are available from 


public data archives. 
 
Federal Judicial Center.  1996.  Federal Court Cases:  Integrated Data Base, 1970-1994.  Fifth and Sixth 


ICPSR Editions.  Ann Arbor:  Interuniversity Consortium for Political and Social Research.  Study number 
8429. These data are available from public data archives. 


 
Gary Zuk, Deborah J. Barrow, and Gerard S. Gryski.  1997.  Multi-User Database on the Attributes of United 


States Appeals Court Judges, 1801-1994.  First ICPSR Edition. Ann Arbor:  Interuniversity Consortium for 
Political and Social Research.  Study number 6796. These data are available from public data archives. 


 
Note also that many of these datasets may be obtained directly by navigating to the homepage for the Judicial 


Research Initiative (JURI), headquartered at the University of South Carolina (Dr. Kirk A. Randazzo, 
Director) (http://artsandsciences.sc.edu/poli/juri/).   


 
Another invaluable resource is the Inter-university Consortium for Political and Social Research 


(http://www.icpsr.org) that archives literally hundreds of datasets (including several versions of the National  
 Election Survey (NES) and the General Social Survey (GSS)) from the most important and ground-


breaking studies in the political science and other fields of inquiry.  
 
LISTSERVS AND OTHER ORGANIZATONS OF NOTE 
  
You may wish to join the APSA’s Political Methodology section (http://www.apsa.com/section_316.cfm).  The 
section’s homepage may be found by navigating to http://polmeth.wustl.edu/. The section publishes Political 
Methodologist and Political Analysis.   
 
 Further, you may wish to keep up-to-date on developments and new releases of SPSS 
(http://www.spss.com).  
 
 There is a listserve that you may join for users of RATS.  Helpful suggestions and ideas are shared 
among the registered users of the time series software package (http://www.estima.com). 
 
 UCLA has devoted a website to discussion of the use of Stata. It has several modules and FAQs to 
help users better understand and use Stata.  Navigate to http://www.ats.ucla.edu/stat/stata/.  Similarly, there is 
a listserv for Stata users (http://www.stata.com). 
 



http://www.stattransfer.com/

http://artsandsciences.sc.edu/poli/juri/

http://www.icpsr.org/

http://www.apsa.com/section_316.cfm

http://polmeth.wustl.edu/

http://www.spss.com/

http://www.estima.com/

http://www.ats.ucla.edu/stat/stata/

http://www.stata.com/
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TIME SERIES SOFTWARE AND ASSOCIATED PROGRAMS 
 


We will make extensive use of the computer program RATS (Regression Analysis and Time Series).  
RATS has its own programming language that we will learn much of it over the course of the semester.  I 
advise students to share programs with each other (and with me) to help learn the syntax needed to invoke 
routines. RATS 8.30 is available in the PH 310 computer lab.  The manuals are available in PDF format and 
will come in handy.  We will spend quite a bit of class time going over RATS programs and output.  RATS can 
be a frustrating program to work with, but it is vastly superior to all other alternatives for most of what we’ll do.  
We will use Stata for some of the material including duration models and forecasting. It, too, is frustrating at 
times, but you will learn to endure that frustration for the ultimate results that Stata gives you. 
 
WEB RESOURCES 
 
Canvas Site – Course Management Software   
 
The Course has a WebCourses site associated with it. It is an innovative technology that allows the students to 
interact with each other, post messages to a common bulletin board, take quizzes, and many other tasks that 
facilitate comprehension of the course material and collaborative learning among the course's students in a 
student-centered context. This site, however, is a password-protected domain. A more thorough discussion of 
this course tool as well as how to navigate through it will be offered in class. Navigate to it via your my.ucf.edu 
login, find the course in the Online Course Tools Tab and the Webcourses@UCF Pagelet and then enter your 
PID and password.  
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
 
 As graduate students, it is obvious that you are expected to come to class well-prepared.  As this is 
a graduate seminar, you will learn that there is no place to hide.  You are expected to have read the 
assignments carefully, and should be prepared to discuss them intelligently rather than passively absorbing 
something approaching knowledge while lurking in the back of a class of 70 or so undergraduates whose 
attention is highly transitory.  I, thus, cannot overemphasize the importance of completing the readings and 
associated assignments prior to our class meeting. Class time is not time to read the material but to consider 
its importance, its consequences and its limitations.  This is a very hands-on course. 
 
 Hence, there will be no shirking. If you do, it will be apparent to me and everyone else and it will affect 
your grade.  Moreover, it will also affect your training. If you do not invest the time to complete the readings 
sincerely, then thinking and the analysis of the works that we will examine will elude you and you miss a 
wonderful and unique opportunity to invest in your future career.    
 
 When I say “read the material,” what I mean is that you will, at a minimum, read them carefully, 
annotate in the articles, make notes in the margins and otherwise be prepared as if you were required to meet 
with the authors of the books and articles and question what they have done and why they completed the 
research in the manner that they did (see “Format for Analysis of Readings”). As this is not a lecture class, if 
you fail to read and prepare as I have outlined here, we will likely spend three hours each week staring at each 
other with silence as our companion.   
 
 In fact, you will be assigned to make oral presentations to the class on selected assignments on a 
recurring basis.  Regular class attendance is expected.  The instructor will not spend any time going over 
missed material with those students who were absent from the seminar meeting, unless he or she has a valid 
medical or other excuse.  The following methods of assessing student performance will be used: 
 
   Homework Assignments (3)   30% (10% each) 
   Research Paper    30% 
   Class participation    20%  
   Weekly Questions    20% 



http://my.ucf.edu/
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Late papers will not be accepted. “Late” means any time after the due date and time listed below, for each 
assignment.  Plan accordingly.  
 
WEEKLY QUESTIONS 
 
 Furthermore, you must submit at least two substantive questions (more are better) to the Weekly 
Questions Discussion Topic (available on the Canvas site) each week about the reading that will form the 
basis of the beginning of the class discussion for that respective week.  This portion of your grade includes 
twenty (20) percent for the completion of these questions, allocated based on the proportion of such questions 
that you submit throughout the term.  Completing them is a good way to check your comprehension of the 
week’s material, and it is an easy way to earn points for the final course grade. The questions must be 
submitted by 12:00 noon of the Friday immediately preceding class on Monday afternoon.  
 
GRADING SCALE (as a Percentage of Total Points) 
 


GRADE PERCENTAGE 
A 90-100 
B+ 89-87 
B 86-80 
C+ 79-77 
C 76-70 
D+ 69-67 
D 66-60 
F 59 or less 


 
HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENTS 
 
 Three (3) homework assignments will be announced during the term.  Details about them will be given 
later in the term.  They will be keyed to concepts and skills discussed in the prior weeks.  They will build on 
topics earlier in the course.  They are designed to assist you in developing the technical and analytical skills 
necessary to complete the research paper validly and, more importantly, to understand the complexities of time 
series analysis.  The due dates, which will be made clear, will be interspersed through the term.  Likely, the 
homework assignments will follow this structure: 
 


• Homework 1: Use the methods of weeks 1-5 below.  Due: September 28:  some intervention and 
transfer-function analysis. You should find your own data for this assignment or come up with an 
original idea using some of the data from class. 
 


• Homework 2: Use the methods of weeks 6-9 below. Due: October 26:  you should use some, but not 
necessarily all, of the methods of the weeks concerned. You may use the same data as from the first 
paper. 
 


• Homework 3: Use the methods of weeks 10-14 below. Due: November 23:  you will choose one of the 
methods or perhaps try comparing models and hypotheses using multiple methods to determine if the 
methodology employed affects the results reported. Again, you will need to locate your own data. 
 


RESEARCH PAPER 
 
 I have already mentioned the importance of moving from being a consumer to a producer of political 
knowledge.  Indeed, students in the graduate program will eventually write a thesis or dissertation—whether 
that is done in the field of political science or some related discipline.  Thus, a research paper is a critical part  
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of this (or any) graduate class.  The topic can be anything within any subfield in political science that you want, 
but it is advisable that you confine the paper to one of the broad topics that are covered here in this seminar.   
 
 The research paper will be similar to many of the journal articles that you read this semester. It should 
be something that could be potentially presented at a professional conference or even submitted to an 
academic journal.  Many students use their research paper as a beginning to develop what eventually 
becomes their MA thesis or PhD dissertation.  You should begin to read regularly time series analysis by 
professional political scientists as you will absorb much simply by doing so.   
 
 The research paper will adhere to the following guidelines: 
 


1. The paper should be approximately 20 pages.  This should be “heavy lifting.”  They should be word 
processed on white paper, double-spaced throughout (including notes and references), with one inch 
margins on all sides.  They must be printed in a reasonably-sized proportionally-spaced font. For 
references, bibliography, and footnote/endnote style, political science majors will be required to use 
the style sheet of the American Political Science Review, the department's official style sheet or the 
style sheet of your home discipline if it is not political science.  A copy of the most recent version of the 
Style Sheet will be placed on Canvas, under the Course Reserves Topic. 
 


2. The research paper must adhere to the following general outline: 
 


a. Justify the topic.  Indicate why this is an important topic. Why should the reader be interested in this 
topic or issue? Concentrate on its theoretical significance. 


 
b. State the problem to be studied.  Use specific hypotheses where appropriate. 
 
c. Review the relevant literature.  Describe what kinds of research have been done on your topic and 


indicate the problems or shortcomings of the existing literature. 
 
d. Specify what approach, model, or theory you are testing or the ways in which a particular approach 


of model directs you to the problem you are investigating and how it shapes the questions you are 
asking or the hypotheses you are testing. It need not be a highly sophisticated quantitative approach, 
but it must be quantitative in nature. 


 
e. Set out hypotheses derived from your theory.  State the empirically-derived research questions that 


guide your research:  that is, what phenomenon are you testing? How will you determine if the 
hypothesis has been satisfied or not? 


 
f. Give specific operational definitions of the concepts you are using. 
 
g. Indicate what kind(s) of data you will employ in your analyses.  Discuss the problems you faced in 


obtaining the data and putting them to appropriate use. 
 
h. Indicate the research skills you will use complete the project:  languages, statistical and computer 


skills, library research, etc. 
 
i. Results and Discussion:  describe and present the results of your study. Were your hypotheses 


satisfied or not? If not, why not? Describe the results in a clear and understandable manner to an 
educated reader. 


 
j. Conclusion:  Discuss what the study has found and the implications of those findings.  What has the 


reader learned? What additional questions do your results provoke? Are their limitations to your 
findings? 
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 Research paper topics must be approved by the instructor.  For this purpose, an approved one to two 
page final description and outline of the paper must be turned in no later than the beginning of class on 
Monday, October 26. The outline should have at least five relevant, scholarly sources (books, academic 
articles, etc.) included in it; more is better at this point. Students who fail to turn in an appropriate term paper  
description and outline on time will be penalized one-half a letter grade on the final term paper, regardless of 
the quality of that paper.   
 
 Brief conferences concerning proposed topics will be a part of the seminar's activities.  Students are 
encouraged to discuss term paper topics with the instructor at any time, and to seek formal approval for their 
description/outlines as soon as they are ready, preferably well in advance of their due date. 
 
 It will be helpful to think of the research paper as the first stage in the preparation of a thesis.  The 
instructor will try to suggest good research ideas as we go through the readings of the course and to give you 
an understanding of the theories, data, and methods underlying the research works that we do read.  You are 
encouraged to suggest research ideas also, both in and out of class, as well as to discuss your ideas on such 
research possibilities with your classmates and the instructor.   
  
 The final version of the research paper is due Friday, December 11 by noon.  You will present its 
results publically in a poster session format on the final meeting of the course.  More details to follow. 
 


I strongly advise students to begin data collection very early in the semester. With a good data set in 
hand, you can do some research on a substantive problem and, by the time you analyze the data for a term 
paper, you will have many key parts to a possible journal submission or even a master’s thesis or doctoral 
dissertation. 
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____________________________________________________________ 


 
Graduate Seminar in Advanced Quantitative Methods: 


Time Series Analysis of Political Events 
 


Tentative Course Outline and 
Schedule of Assignments 


 
You are responsible for obtaining the readings listed on the syllabus, whether books or articles.  Many, if not 
most, of the articles listed are available online through JSTOR (http://www.jstor.org) or EBSCOHOST through 
the library.  If you are off-campus and seeking access to these resources, you will need to log-in via a proxy 
server.  The library staff can assist with that process.  Other articles may require the tried-and-true, old-
fashioned method (i.e., one must physically travel to and enter the library and locate the hardcopy of the article 
in the stacks and then photocopy it as in the days of yore).  
 
CLASS SCHEDULE AND READINGS  
 
(Note: some revision of this tentative schedule will be done during the semester as we progress through the 
material) 
 
Once again:  reading assignments should be completed before the class for which they are assigned.   
 


WEEK 1—AUGUST 24 
 
TOPIC:  INTRODUCTION TO THE COURSE AND TIME SERIES ANALYSIS IN RATS 
 
Review of Regression Model, Its Variants and Potential Threats to Statistical Inference 
Basic Introduction to RATS and Time Series Analysis 
Diagnostic Test on Quantitative Skills 
 
Reading: 
 
• Granger, Clive W.J.  2003.  “Time Series Analysis, Cointegration, and Applications.”  Nobel Lecture (Dec. 


8) (http://www.nobelprize.org/nobel_prizes/economic-sciences/laureates/2003/granger-lecture.html).   
 


• Key, Ellen M., and Matthew J. Lebo.  2012.  “Time Series Software:  Stata 12 Versus RATS 8.”  The 
Political Methodologist (Newsletter of the Political Methodology Section, APSA).  Urbana-Champaign:   


 University of Illinois.   
 
• Nyhan, Brendan.  2015.  “Presidential Polls:  How to Avoid Getting Fooled.”  The New York Times, July 30 


(http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/07/29/upshot/2016-presidential-election-polls-how-to-
follow.html?_r=0&abt=0002&abg=0). 
 


• Pickup, Introduction (pp. xiii-xvii) 
 


• Smith, Jeremy.  2013. “Regression Analysis of Time Series:  A Brief Introduction to the Computer Program. 
(http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/fac/soc/economics/staff/jsmith/manual/rats.pdf).  


 
Recommended: 
 
Enders Handbook, Chapter 1 (Introduction to RATS). 
 
 
 
 



http://www.jstor.org/

http://www.nobelprize.org/nobel_prizes/economic-sciences/laureates/2003/granger-lecture.html

http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/07/29/upshot/2016-presidential-election-polls-how-to-follow.html?_r=0&abt=0002&abg=0

http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/07/29/upshot/2016-presidential-election-polls-how-to-follow.html?_r=0&abt=0002&abg=0

http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/fac/soc/economics/staff/jsmith/manual/rats.pdf
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WEEK 2—AUGUST 31 
 
TOPIC: LINEAR DIFFERENCE EQUATIONS AND STATIONARITY 
 
Linear Difference Equations 
 


Reading:  
 
• BFHP, Chapter 1 and Appendix (A.1, A.2, and A.3.1) 


• Pickup, Chapter 1 


• Brooks, Chapters 1 and 2 


 
Recommended:  
 
• Sprague, John.  1981. “One Party Dominance in Legislatures” Legislative Studies Quarterly 6(2):259-85. 


• Hamilton, Chapter 1, 2, 5. 


• Goldberg, Chapters 1-2. 


 
Stationarity 
 


Reading 
 
• BFHP, Chapter 5 
 
Recommended Reading 
 
• Becketti, Chapter 5 


 
• Cromwell, Jeff B., Walter C. Labys, and Michel Terraza. 1994. Univariate Tests for Time Series Models.  


Beverly Hills, CA: Sage (pp. 1-36) [available in the UCF library; digital access, too]. 
 


• Davidson, Russell and James G. MacKinnon.  1993.  “Serial Correlation” (Chapter 10).  Estimation and 
Inference in Econometrics.  Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
 


• Durbin, J. and G.S. Watson. 1950. “Testing for Serial Correlation in Least Squares Regression I.” 
Biometrika 37(3-4): 409-428. 


 
• Durbin, J. and G.S. Watson. 1951. “Testing for Serial Correlation in Least Squares Regression II.” 


Biometrika 38(1-2): 159-178. 
 


• Granger and Newbold (1986), Chapter 1. 
 


• Hamilton (1994), Chapters 1-2. 
 


• Jarque, Carlos M. and Anil K. Bera. 1980. “Efficient Tests for Normality, Homoscedasticity, and Serial  
Independence of Regression Residuals.” Economic Letters 6(3): 255-259. 
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WEEK 3—SEPT. 7 – LABOR DAY – NO CLASS 
 


WEEK 4—SEPT. 14 
 
TOPIC: STATIONARITY AND INTRODUCTION TO ARMA AND ARIMA MODELS 
 
Reading:  
 
• BFHP, Chapter 2 
• Brooks, Chapter 5 
• Enders Handbook, Chapter 2 
• Pickup, Chapter 2 


 
Recommended: 
 
• Becketti, Chapter 2 and Chapter 6 (pp. 201-214). 


• Haynie, Stacia. 1992. “Leadership and Consensus on the U.S. Supreme Court.” The Journal of Politics 
54(4):1158-69. 


• McCleary and Hay, Chapters 2 and 6. 


• Pindyck and Rubenfeld, Chapters 16 and 17. 


• Chatfield, Chapters 2, 3, and 4. 


• Mills, Chapters 5, 6, and 8. 


• Hamilton, Chapter 3. 


 
WEEK 5—SEPT. 21 


      
TOPIC: UNIVARIATE ARMA AND ARIMA MODELS II  
 
Reading:  
 
• BFHP, Chapter 5 (re-read) 
• Brooks, Chapter 4 
• Enders Handbook, Chapter 4. 
• Pickup, Chapters 3 and 5 
• Li, Richard P.Y.  1976.  “A Dynamic Comparative Analysis of Presidential and House Elections.” American 


Journal of Political Science 20(4): 670-691. 
 
Recommended: 
 
• Becketti, Chapter 6 
• Chatfield, Chapter 5. 
• Hamilton Chapter 4. 
• Li, Richard P.Y., and William R. Thompson, “The Stochastic Process of Alliance Formation Behavior.”  


American Political Science Review 72(4), 1978:1288-1303. 
• Mills, Chapter 11. 
• Pindyck and Rubenfeld, Chapter 18. 
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WEEK 6—SEPT. 28 
  
TOPIC: ARIMA MODELS II AND BEGIN TRANSFER FUNCTION MODELS I 


 
*** HOMEWORK ASSGN. 1 DUE THIS WEEK AT CLASS TIME *** 


 
Reading:  
 


• Enders, Chapter 5 Sections 1-4 (will be available on the Canvas Reserves). 


• Hibbs, Douglas A., Jr. 1977. “Political Parties and Macroeconomic Performance” American Political 
Science Review 71: 1467-79. 


 
Recommended 
 


• Becketti, Chapter 7. 
• Box, G.E.P. and G.C. Tiao. 1975. “Intervention Analysis with Applications to Economic and 


Environmental Problems” Journal of the American Statistical Association 70:70-79. 
• Oppenheimer, Bruce I. James A. Stimson, and Richard W. Waterman. 1986. “Interpreting U.S. 


Congressional Election: The Exposure Thesis.” Legislative Studies Quarterly 11: 227-47. 
• Mills, Chapters 12 and 13.  
• Suzuki, Motoshi, and Henry W. Chappell, Jr. 1996. “The Rationality of Economic Voting Revisited.” The 


Journal of Politics 58(1):224-36. 
 


WEEK 7—OCT. 5 
 
TOPIC:  RESEARCH PAPER PROPOSAL PRESENTATIONS AND TRANSFER FUNCTION MODELS II  
 
During the first half of this week’s meeting, you will give a brief presentation in the seminar of your research 
paper topic.  The format should follow the guidelines listed for the research paper, listed above.  Please make 
enough copies of your proposal for each person in the seminar, including me, so that we can review your 
proposal and make constructive suggestions. Consider what you would say in explaining your topic to an 
uninformed person on time series analysis.   
 
During the second half of this week’s meeting, we will explore more deeply the elegance of transfer functions. 
 
Reading:  
 


• Yantek, Thom. 1988. “Polity and Economy Under Extreme Economic Conditions: A Comparative Study of 
the Reagan and Thatcher Experiences.” American Journal of Political Science 32:196-216. 


 
Recommended: 
 
• Alt, James E.  1986. “Political Parties, World Demand, and Unemployment:  Domestic and International 


Sources of Economic Activity.” American Political Science Review 79(4):1016-1040. 
• Rasler, Karen, and William R. Thompson. 1985. “War and Economic Growth of the Major Powers.”  


American Journal of Political Science 29:513-538. 
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WEEK 8—OCT. 12 
 
TOPIC: TIME SERIES REGRESSION MODELS AND ELECTION FORECASTING 
 
Reading:  
 


Time Series Regression Models: 
 
• BFHP, Chapter 3. 
• Beck, Nathaniel. 1991. “Comparing Dynamic Specifications: The Case of Presidential Approval.” Political  
   Analysis (Vol. 3, J. Stimson, ed.) (pp. 51-88).  
• Grier, Kevin B. 1989. “On the Existence of a Political Monetary Cycle.” American Journal of Political 


Science 33(2):376-89. 
• Pickup, Chapter 4. 


 
Forecasting: 


 
• BFHP, Section 7.3 
• Pindyck, Robert and Daniel L. Rubenfeld.  1998.  “Estimating and Forecasting with Time Series Models.” 


In Economic Models and Econometric Forecasting.  4th ed.  New York:  McGraw Hill (Chapter 18, pp. 
549-579) (will be available on the Canvas Reserves) 


• Greene, Jay P.  1993.  “Forewarned Before Forecast: Presidential Election Forecasting Models and the 
1992 Election.” PS: Political Science and Politics 26:17-21. 


• Campbell, James E. 1993.   “Weather Forecasters Should Be So Accurate: A Response to ‘Forewarned 
Before Forecast.’” PS: Political Science and Politics 26:165-66.  


 
Recommended: 
 


• Becketti, Chapter 4 
• Gujarati, Chapter 17. 
• Hamilton, Chapter, 8-9. 
• Hendry, Chapter 6-7. 
• Pindyk and Rubenfeld, Sections 6.2 and 9.1. 
• Krause, George A. 2000. “Testing for the Strong Form of Rational Expectations with Heterogeneously 


Informed Agents.” Political Analysis 8(3):285-305. 
 


WEEK 9—OCT. 19 
 
TOPIC: UNIT ROOTS, COINTEGRATION, AND ERROR CORRECTION MODELS 
 
Reading: 
 


• BFHP, Chapter 6 
• Brooks, Chapter 7 
• Clarke, Harold D., and Marianne C. Stewart. 1994. “Prospections, Retrospections, and Rationality: The  
   ‘Bankers’ Model of Presidential Approval Reconsidered.” American Journal of Political Science  
    38(4): 1104-23. 
• Enders Handbook, Chapters 4 and 6. 
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• Hurwitz, Mark S., and Drew Noble Lanier.  2004.   “I Respectfully Dissent:   Consensus, Agendas, and  
   Policy-Making on the U.S. Supreme Court, 1888-1999.”  Review of Policy Research 21(3):  429-45. 
• Murray, Michael P. 1994. “A Drunk and Her Dog: An Illustration of Cointegration and Error Correction.” 


The American Statistician 48:37-9. 
• Pickup, Chapter 6 
 


Recommended: 
 


• Becketti, Chapter 7 
• Political Analysis, Volume 4 (several articles). 
• Hamilton, Chapters 15-20. 
• Durr, Robert H. 1993. “What Moves Policy Sentiments.” American Political Science Review 87(1):158-


172. 
• Krause, George A. 1997. “Voters, Information Heterogeneity, and the Dynamics of Aggregate Economic  


Expectations.” American Journal of Political Science 41(4):1170-1200. 
• Engle, Robert F., and Clive W.J. Granger. 1991. Long Run Econometric Relationships: Readings in 


Cointegration. New York: Oxford University Press. 
• Engle, Robert F., and Clive W.J. Granger. 1987. “Cointegration and Error Correction: Representation, 


Estimation and Testing.” Econometrica 55:251-276. 
 


WEEK 10—OCT. 26 
 


FINAL (APPROVED) TERM PAPER DESCRIPTION/OUTLINE DUE AT CLASS TIME 
 


*** HOMEWORK 2 DUE THIS WEEK AT CLASS TIME *** 
 
TOPIC: NEAR INTEGRATION, FRACTIONAL INTEGRATION, AND FRACTIONAL COINTEGRATION 
 
Reading:  
 


• BFHP, Section 7.1 
• Box-Steffensmeier, Janet M., and Renee M. Smith. 1996. “The Dynamics of Aggregate Partisanship.” 


American Political Science Review 90(3):567-80. 
• Clarke, Harold D., and Matthew J. Lebo. 2003. “Fractional (Co)integration and Governing Party Support 


in Britain.” British Journal of Political Science 33(22): 283-301. 
• Lanier, Drew Noble.  2011.  “Acclimation Effects and the Chief Justice:  The Influence of Tenure on the  
   Decisional Behavior of the Court’s Leader, 1888-2007.”  American Politics Research 39(July):  682-723. 
• Lanier, Drew Noble.  2003. “The Long-Run Relationship Between the United States Supreme Court’s 


Decision-Making Environment and Its Liberalism, 1888-1997.”  Of Time and Judicial Behavior:  United 
States Supreme Court Agenda-Setting and Decision-Making, 1888-1997 (Chapter 6).  Susquehanna, PA:  
Susquehanna University Press. 


 
Skim: 


 
• DeBoef, Suzanna, and Jim Granato. 1997. “Near-Integrated Data and the Analysis of Political 


Relationships.” American Journal of Political Science 41(2): 619-40. 
• Pesaran, M. Hashem, Yongcheol Shin, and Richard J. Smith. “Bounds Testing Approaches to the 


Analysis of Level Relationships.” Journal of Applied Econometrics 16:289-326. 







POS 6747 TIME SERIES ANALYSIS OF POLITICAL EVENTS-PAGE 15 
 
Recommended: 
 


• DeBoef, Suzanna. 2000. “Modeling Equilibrium Relationships: Error Correction Models with Strongly  
Autoregressive Data.” Political Analysis 9(1): 78-94. 


• Lebo, Matthew J., and Will H. Moore. 2003. “Dynamic Foreign Policy Behavior.” Journal of Conflict 
Resolution 47: 13-32. 


• Lebo, Matthew J., Robert Walker and Harold Clarke. 2000. “You Must Remember This: Dealing with 
Long Memory in Political Analyses.” Electoral Studies 19: 31-48. 


 
Week 11—NOV, 2 


     
TOPIC: GRANGER CAUSALITY, VECTOR AUTOREGRESSION (VAR), AND  


SEEMINGLY UNRELATED REGRESSIONS (SURE) 
 
Reading: 
 


• BFHP, Chapter 4.3-4.5 
• Brooks, Section 6.3 
• Freeman, John R. 1983. “Granger Causality and the Time Series Analysis of Political Relationships.” 


American Journal of Political Science 27: 327-58. 
• Freeman, John R., J. Williams, and T. Lin. 1989. “Vector Autoregression and the Study of Politics.” 


American Journal of Political Science: 842:77. 
• Jaeger, David A., and M. Daniele Paserman. 2008. “The Cycle of Violence? An Empirical Analysis of 


Fatalities in the Palestinian-Israeli Conflict.”  American Economic Review: 1591-1604. 
 
Recommended: 
 


• Becketti, Chapter 9 
• Thurman, Walter N., and Mark E. Fisher. 1988. “Chickens, Eggs, and Causality, or Which Came First?” 


American Journal of Agricultural Economics May: 237-38. 
• Lebo, Matthew J., and Daniel Cassino. 2007. “The Aggregated Consequences of Motivated Reasoning.” 


Political Psychology 28(6): 719-46.  
• Freeman, J. and J. Alt. 1994. “The Politics of Public and Private Investment in Britain.” The Comparative 


Politics of the Welfare State (pp. 136-168). 
• Clarke, Harold D., Marianne C. Stewart, Mike Ault, and Euel Elliott. 2005. "Men, Women and the Political 


Dynamics of Presidential Approval." British Journal of Political Science 35: 31-51.  
 


WEEK 12—NOV. 9 
 
TOPIC: ARCH AND GARCH MODELS 
 
Reading: 
 


• Enders Chapter 3 (will be on Canvas Reserves). 
• Enders Handbook, Chapter 3. 
• Brooks, Chapter 8 
• BFHP, Section 7.2 
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• Kriner, Douglas, and Liam Schwartz. “Partisan Dynamics and the Volatility of Presidential Approval.” 
British Journal of Political Science 39:609-31.  


• Gronke, Paul, and John Brehm. 2002. “History, Heterogeneity, and Presidential Approval:  A Modified 
ARCH Approach.” Electoral Studies 21: 425-52. 


 
Recommended: 
 


• Bauwens, Luc, Sébastien Laurent, and Jeroen V. K. Rombouts.  2006. “Multivariate GARCH Models: A 
Survey.” Journal of Applied Econometrics 21: 79-109. 


• Becketti, Chapter 8. 
• Maestas, Cherie, and Robert R. Preuhs. 2000. “Modeling Volatility in Political Time Series.” Electoral 


Studies 19: 95-110. 
• Engle, Robert F. 1982. “Autoregressive Conditional Heteroskedasticity with Estimates of Variance of 


United Kingdom Inflation.” Econometrica 50(4):987-1008. 
• Gujarati, Chapter 12.  
• Caldeira, Greg, and Christopher J.W. Zorn. 1998. “Of Time and Consensual Norms in the Supreme 


Court.”  American Journal of Political Science 42:874-902. 
• Leblang, David, and Bumba Mukherjee. 2004. "Presidential Elections and the Stock Market: Comparing  


Markov-Switching and Fractionally Integrated GARCH Models of Volatility.” Political Analysis 12:296–
322. 
 


Week 13—NOV. 16 
 


TOPIC: DYNAMIC CONDITIONAL CORRELATION AND ROLLING CROSS-SECTIONAL MODELS 
 
 
Reading:  
 


• Lebo, Matthew J., and Janet M. Box-Steffensmeier. 2008. “Dynamic Conditional Correlations in Political 
Science.”  American Journal of Political Science 52(3): 688-704. 


• Engle, Robert F. 2002. “Dynamic Conditional Correlation:  A Simple Class of Multivariate GARCH.” 
Journal of Business and Economics Statistics 17:425-46. 


• Lebo, Matthew J., and Christopher Weber.  2015.  “An Effective Approach to the Repeated Cross-
Sectional Design.”  American Journal of Political Science 59(1): 242-58.  


 
Recommended: 
 


• Johnston, Richard and Michael Hagen. 2003. “Priming and Learning: Evidence from the 2000 Annenberg  
Study.” Presented at APSA 2003 Annual Meeting and available at PROceedings. 


• Carey, Sean and Matthew Lebo. 2006. “Election Cycles and the Economic Voter.” Political Research 
Quarterly 59(4): 543-56. 


• Bauwens, Luc, Sébastien Laurent, and Jeroen V. K. Rombouts.  2006. “Multivariate GARCH Models: A 
Survey.” Journal of Applied Econometrics 21: 79-109. 


• Gidengil, Elisabeth and Agnieszka Dobrzynska. 2003. “Using a Rolling Cross Section Design to Model 
Media Effects: The Case of Leader Evaluations in the 1997 Canadian Election.” Presented at APSA 2003  
Annual Meeting and available at PROceedings. 
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• Johnston, Richard, and Henry E. Brady. 2002. “The Rolling Cross-Section Design.” Electoral Studies 
21:283-295. 


 
Week 14—NOV. 23 


 
*** HOMEWORK 3 DUE THIS WEEK AT CLASS TIME *** 


 
TOPIC: POOLED CROSS-SECTIONAL TIME SERIES  
 
Reading: 
 


• Beck, Nathaniel, and Jonathan N. Katz. 1995. “What to Do (and not to do) with Time-Series Cross-
Section Data.” American Political Science Review 89: 634-47. 


• Jackson, John E. 1991. “Estimation of Models with Variable Coefficients.” Political Analysis 3:27-49. 
• Lanier, Drew Noble and Sandra L. Wood.  2001.  “Moving On Up:  Institutional Position, Politics and the  


Chief Justice.”  The American Review of Politics 22 (Spring): 93-127. 
• Sayrs, Lois W. 1989. Pooled Times Series Analysis. Series in Quantitative Application in the Social 


Sciences. No. 70.  Beverly Hills:  Sage (pp. 7-32). [available in the UCF library; digital access, too]. 
• Stimson, James A.  1985.  “Regression in Time and Space:  A Statistical Essay.”  American Journal of 


Political Science 29:914-47. 
 


Recommended: 
 


• Brooks, Chapter 10 
• Burkhardt, Ross E., and Michael S. Lewis-Beck. 1994. “Comparative Democracy: The Economic 


Development Thesis.” American Political Science Review 88:903-10. 
• Blais, Andre, Donald Blake, and Stephanie Dion. 1996. “Do Parties Make a Difference?: A Reappraisal.”  


American Journal of Political Science 40(2):514-20. 
• Finkel, Steven E., and Edward N. Muller. 1998. “Rational Choice and the Dynamics of Political Action:  


Evaluating Alternative Models with Panel Data.” American Political Science Review 92: 37-50. 
• Hicks Alexander M., and Duane H. Swank. 1992. “Politics, Institutions and Welfare Spending in 


Industrialized Democracies.” American Political Science Review 86(3):658-74. 
• Wood, B. Dan.  2000. “Weak Theories and Parameter Instability:  Using Flexible Least Squares to Take 


Time Varying Relationships Seriously.” American Journal of Political Science 44: 603-18. 
• Beck, Nathaniel, Jonathan N. Katz, and Richard Tucker. 1998. “Taking Time Seriously: Time-Series 


Cross-Section Analysis with a Binary Dependent Variable.” American Journal of Political Science 42: 
1260-1288. 


 
WEEK 15—NOV. 30 


 
TOPIC: EVENT HISTORY MODELING  
 
Reading:  
 
Box-Steffensmeier and Jones, Chapters 1-4 (will be available on Canvas Reserve).  
 
 


WEEK 16—DEC. 7 
 
NO CLASS – USE THE TIME TO WORK ON YOUR RESEARCH PAPERS 
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FRIDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2015 


 
FINAL DRAFT OF RESEARCH PAPERS DUE IN 


LANIER’S OFFICE (PH 302O) BY NOON 
 


WEEK 17—DEC. 14 
 
POSTER SESSION, PUBLIC REPORTING OF RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
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Policy on Cheating and Plagiarism 
 
As this is a graduate course, this is truly gratuitous, but nonetheless: The Golden Rule: A Handbook for 
Students (University of Central Florida) defines academic dishonesty as including cheating and plagiarism.  
Cheating is defined as “unauthorized assistance; communication to another through written, visual or oral 
means.  The presentation of material which has not been studied/learned, but obtained through someone 
else’s efforts and used as part of an examination, course assignment or project constitutes a violation.  The 
unauthorized possession or use of examination or course related material may also constitute cheating” (p. 6). 
Plagiarism is defined as the deliberate use of another’s work “without any indication of source, thereby 
attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s own.  Any student failing to properly credit 
ideas or materials taken from another is plagiarizing.  Any student who knowingly helps another violate 
academic behavior standards is also in violation of the standards (p.6-7)”. 
 
Normally, the penalty for a violation of this policy is an “F” in the course.    
 


Statement of ADA Compliance 
 
I cooperate with the Office of Disability Accommodation to make reasonable accommodations for qualified 
students with disabilities.  Please present your written accommodation request on or before the sixth class day 
(beginning of the second week of classes). 
 
[Portions of this policy were adapted from the University of North Texas Department of Political Science Policy 
on Cheating and Plagiarism] 
 
Many thanks to Prof. Matthew Lebo (SUNY Stony Brook) for the generous sharing of his time series analysis 
course syllabus and materials. 





		FINAL (APPROVED) TERM PAPER DESCRIPTION/OUTLINE DUE AT CLASS TIME

		FINAL DRAFT OF RESEARCH PAPERS DUE IN

		LANIER’S OFFICE (PH 302O) BY NOON






       


 


Cyber-Warfare Policy 
An examination of how nations, groups, and individuals throughout the world use Internet/cyber-
attacks to gain military, political, and economic gains over their adversaries.  Specific focus will 
be given to understanding the role various states and hacker groups play in conducting cyber-
attacks and cyber espionage. Further, this class will examine current cyber policy both 
internationally and domestically, the challenges related to current policy and proposed policy 
changes, and wrestle with the question of whether cyber-attacks can/will be considered ‘acts of 
war’ and why.  Central to the discussion will be considering the true nature of the threat posed by 
these various attacks and whether cyber policies can offer reasonable and reliable protections 
without becoming overly intrusive to private citizens.  
Objectives:  
There are several objectives to this class.  First is to familiarize you with the various elements of 
cyber-warfare, cyber-terrorism, and cybercrimes including those that are used to finance 
extremist/terrorist operations.  This will include examining the states, groups, and individuals 
who engage in these activities and the impact they have on individual, industry, and state 
security.  Second is to engage in a substantive discussion regarding the future of these cyber 
activities and how the governments should respond both politically and possibly militarily.  
Finally, all of the content within this course as well as supplemental material will be used to 
consider the overarching question of whether cyber-attacks should be considered an act of war, 
what the appropriate response should be, and whether the international community will be able 
to implement effective cyber policy as a deterrent to prevent these attacks. 
 
Textbooks: 
Jeffrey Carr. 2012.  Inside Cyberwarfare: Mapping the Cyber Underworld.  2nd Edition.  O'Rielly 
Media Inc. ISBN: 978-1-449-31004-2 
  
P.W. Singer and Allan Friedman. 2014. Cybersecurity and Cyberwar: What Everyone Needs to 
Know.  Oxford University Press.  ISBN 978-0-19-991811-9 
  
Cyberwar: Law and Ethics for Virtual Conflict. 2015. Edited by, Jens David Ohlin, Kevin Govern, 
and Claire Finkelstein. Oxford University Press. ISBN: 978-0-19-871750-8 
 
Supplementary (Optional) Texts and Materials: Additional online readings will be provided 
during the term to support discussion. 


INR 4764  Cyber-warfare Policy 
Department of Political Science 


College of Arts and Sciences, University of Central Florida 
COURSE SYLLABUS 


    
Instructor:  Ted Reynolds  Term:  Fall 2015 
Office:  PH 206B Class Meeting Days:  Wednesday 
Phone:  407-823-2608 Class Meeting Hours:  6-8:50pm 
E-Mail:  teddy.reynolds@ucf.edu Class Location:  CB1-0120 
Office Hours: Wednesday 3-5pm or by appointment   







       


Basis for Final Grade 


Assessment 
Percent of 


Final Grade 
ttendance/Participation 20% 
Midterm 20% 
Quizzes 20% 
Paper 20% 
Final Exam 20% 
Total 100% 


 
 
The research paper topic will be submitted to and approved by the instructor culminating in a 12-
15 page paper (with an executive summary) to be submitted at the end of the term.  The focus of 
the paper will be directly related to an important aspect of cyberwarfare and offer an in-depth 
examination and analysis of the individual research area chosen.   
Midterm and final exams will be essay exams.   
 
Quizzes will be administered in class on the days indicated, focusing on terminology and 
important concepts. 
 
Late Work Policy:  
There are no make-ups for any graded assessments. Papers/exams turned in late will be assessed 
a penalty of a full letter grade (10 points) per day late.   
Writing assignments will not be accepted if overdue by more than four calendar days. There are 
NO makeups on missed quizzes.   
 
Grades of "Incomplete":  
The current university policy concerning incomplete grades will be followed in this course. 
Incomplete grades are given only in situations where unexpected emergencies prevent a student 
from completing the course and the remaining work can be completed the next semester. Your 
instructor is the final authority on whether you qualify for an incomplete. Incomplete work must 
be finished by the end of the subsequent semester or the “I” will automatically be recorded as an 
“F” on your transcript. 


 
 
Disability Access:  
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all 
persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students 
with disabilities who need accommodations in this course must contact the professor at the 
beginning of the semester to discuss needed accommodations. No accommodations will be 
provided until the student has met with the professor to request accommodations. Students who 
need accommodations must be registered with Student Disability Services, Student Resource 


Grading Scale (%) 
90-100  A 
87 - 89  B+ 
80 - 86  B 
77 - 79  C+ 
70 - 76  C 
67 - 69  D+ 
60 - 66  D 
0 - 59  F 







       


Center Room 132, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before 
requesting accommodations from the professor. 
 
 
Attendance Policy: Attendance is mandatory and unauthorized or unexcused absences will 
result in a reduction of the final grade. 
 
Professionalism Policy:  
Per university policy and classroom etiquette; mobile phones, iPods, etc. must be silenced 
during all classroom and lab lectures. Those not heeding this rule will be asked to leave the 
classroom/lab immediately so as to not disrupt the learning environment. Please arrive on time 
for all class meetings. Students who habitually disturb the class by talking, arriving late, etc., and 
have been warned will be removed from the class and may suffer a reduction in their final class 
grade. 
 
Academic Conduct Policy:  
Academic dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated. If you are uncertain as to what constitutes 
academic dishonesty, please consult The Golden Rule, the University of Central Florida's 
Student Handbook (http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/) for further details.  As in all University 
courses, The Golden Rule Rules of Conduct will be applied.  Violations of these rules will result 
in a record of the infraction being placed in your file and receiving a zero on the work in 
question AT A MINIMUM.  At the instructor’s discretion, you may also receive a failing grade 
for the course.  Confirmation of such incidents can also result in expulsion from the University 


 
 
University Writing Center:  
The University Writing Center (UWC) is a free resource for UCF undergraduates and graduates. 
At the UWC, a trained writing consultant will work individually with you on anything you're 
writing (in or out of class), at any point in the writing process from brainstorming to editing. 
Appointments are recommended, but not required. For more information or to make an 
appointment, visit the UWC website at http://www.uwc.ucf.edu, stop by MOD 608, or call 
407.823.2197. 
 
 
 
  







       


Schedule: 
Date Work to be completed prior to class Topic for Discussion 


8/26 
 


First Day – No assignment Introduction, syllabus, expectations 


9/2 
Singer- Intro+Part I (all) 


Carr- Foreword/Preface, Ch. 1 
Opening discussion: 


What is cyber? 


9/9 
Singer- 67-113 


Carr- Ch. 2 
Quiz 


Hacktivism/cyberterrorism 


9/16 


Singer- 114-132(3) 
Carr- Ch. 3 


Ohlin- Part I 


Submit paper topics 
Legal perspective on cyber 


Doctrinal discussion 


9/23 


Singer- 133-165 
Carr- Ch. 4  


Ohlin- Part II 


Military and cyberwarfare 
Cyber as acts of war 


 


9/30 
Carr- Ch. 5 


Ohlin- Ch. 7-9 
Quiz 


Cyber-espionage 


10/7 Mandiant Report (link to be provided) 
Submit annotated bibliography 


Threat / State sponsored hacking 


10/14 Stuxnet papers (links will be provided) 
Receive midterm 


The first cyber weapon! 


10/21 
 


Video Turn in Midterm 


10/28 
Carr- Ch.6 


Rand Report (Dark Web) 
Non State hackers 


The Dark Web 


11/4 
Carr- Ch. 7-9 
Ohlin- Ch. 10 


Quiz 
Evidence and Attribution 


11/11 
 


No Class- Veterans Day No class-Veterans Day 


11/18 
Carr- Ch. 10-12 
Ohlin- Ch. 11 


Cyberweapons and Military Doctrine 
Defense vs. Offense 


11/25 
Carr 13-14 


Singer- Part III (all)  
Quiz 


Future Policy 


12/2 
 


Singer - Conclusions 
Final Paper Due 


Receive Final Exam 


12/9 
 


FINAL EXAM DUE FINAL EXAM DUE:  7-PM 


 
 
*** Note: The Schedule is subject to revision*** 





		Basis for Final Grade

		Schedule:
















































INR 7687 


Theoretical Approaches to Security Studies: 


An Immersion into the Field 


 


Fall Semester, 2015 


 


Professor Mark Schafer 


Office: 314 Howard Phillips Hall, (407) 823-3328 


Office Hours: Tuesdays and Thursday 10:15 to 11:15; Thursdays 1:15 to 3:15; and by 


appointment 


 


Course Overview and Objectives:   


 


Catalog description: “Survey of realist, liberal, constructivist, critical and other theories of 


international security.” 


 


This course is intended to lay the theoretical and empirical groundwork for much of the rest of 


your studies here at UCF and for your own research programs beyond.  There are several broad 


objectives: 1. To introduce you to the main theories, perspectives, and approaches to security 


studies; 2. To introduce you to various empirical approaches in the field; 3. To review some of 


the literature on current security concerns, issues, and public policies in the world today; and 4. 


To get you thinking as an original researcher, and to get you making immediate progress with 


your own research program. 


 


The latter point is critical.  Your foremost task in graduate school is to become a researcher, yet 


you are only here at UCF for three years; it is critical that you begin making progress on your 


own research agenda immediately. While this course focuses extensively on theory in security 


studies, we will do so in the context of you developing and conducting your own original 


research project. 


 


Since all students in this program already have MA degrees, we assume that you are already 


familiar with philosophy of science, research design, and basic statistical analysis.  For the first 


day of class, I list some optional readings regarding some of these topics.  If you would like other 


readings along these lines, please see me as soon as possible. 


 


The calendar for this course is organized to flow from section to section roughly as follows.  The 


first section will be overview materials and readings, describing the field and providing 


definitions of key terms and concepts.  Following that, we spend three weeks covering the major 


theories in the field, including realism, liberalism, constructivism, feminism, Marxism, and 


critical theory.  We then spend five weeks on classic areas of and approaches to security studies 


– war, conflict, peace, and others.  During these five weeks, you will read short overviews of 


major topic areas such as polarity, arms races, alliances, deterrence, and terrorism.  Then you 


will read longer review pieces covering major research areas in the field.  In the final two weeks 


of this section, you will read journal articles reporting original research projects in security 


studies, which may provide you inspiration, or at least good examples, as you develop your own 


research agenda.  The final two weeks of reading this semester will focus on current global 







issues and public-policy topics in security studies.  By the end of the semester you will have 


covered major theoretical areas and approaches, subfields in these areas, examples of original 


empirical research, and current topics in international security.  You should have a solid 


foundation for the rest of your work in this program. 


 


Throughout the semester, you will also be working on your own original empirical research 


skills.  This will proceed in stages.  Early on you will write two short, sample research designs 


where you demonstrate the logic of causation, variables, units of analysis, etc.  After that, you 


will write a short paper (though it will undoubtedly take some thinking and digging on your part) 


where you propose your own specific research idea for your semester project.  This is followed 


by a more formal and developed research design for your semester project.  After receiving 


feedback, you will then complete the project during the rest of the semester and present it in class 


during one of our last sessions.  This step-by-step approach means, hopefully, that you won’t go 


far off track, and you’ll develop the logic and skills necessary along the way with feedback from 


me. 


 


Required Books: 


 


1. Collins, Alan, ed.  2013.   Contemporary Security Studies.  New York: Oxford University 


Press. 


(NOTE: in the course calendar below, readings from this book are referred to as in 


“Collins.”) 


 


2. Hughes, Christopher W., and Lai Yew Meng, eds.  2011.  Security Studies: A Reader.  


London: Routledge. 


(NOTE: in the course calendar below, readings from this book are referred to as in 


“Hughes and Meng.”) 


 


In addition, there will be a number of other articles required for the course.  These are noted in 


the syllabus.  They should be available in the library, or through JSTOR.  Almost all of them can 


also be found directly from the library website at the following url: http://guides.ucf.edu/inr7687.  


I think you can get that page directly, but you will probably need your NID to access the articles. 


 


  



http://guides.ucf.edu/inr7687





Course Grading: 


 


All assignments for the course will be graded on a 0-100 basis.  Then, your overall grade for the 


course will be weighted as follows: 


 


1. Mini research-design paper, due September 1 ……………………… 10% 


2. Second mini-research-design paper, due September 15 …………….. 10% 


3. Topic paper for your semester project, due September 29 ….....……..  5% 


4. Formal research design for your semester project, due October 20 … 15% 


5. Class participation ………………………………………………….... 20% 


6. Research paper, due December 1.....…………………………………. 40% 


 


 


Final Percent for Course Grade 


90% - 100% A 


80% - 89.99% B 


70% - 79.99% C 


60% - 69.99% D 


Below 60% F 
 


 


Note that “class participation” is the second largest weighting for your overall grade.  You must 


come to class having read the assigned articles, and you must be prepared to talk about them.  I 


document and grade class participation after every class meeting. 


 


All assignments must be typed, double-spaced, page numbers included.  Spelling, grammar, 


organization, etc. all matter.  If you are concerned that you may have problems with English-


language mechanics, please see me as soon as possible.  Whenever you use any source, in any 


way, it is required that you provide a correct citation.  You may use any style-guide you wish, 


but you must use one and use it correctly.  Plagiarism, defined by the UCF Golden Rule as 


“whereby another’s work is used or appropriated without any indication of the source, thereby 


attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s own,”  will not be tolerated 


and may result in a failing grade for an assignment or in the course, or suspension or expulsion 


from the university.  All work you submit must be your own scholarly and creative effort.  I may 


request digital copies of any of your papers for purposes of a plagiarism check. 


 


  







Missed Assignments/Make-Ups 


 


Papers and assignments must be completed on time. Exceptions will be allowed only under 


extreme, documented circumstances.  Under such circumstances, you are required to notify me 


(or, if I am unavailable, the Department of Political Science) prior to the date or as soon as 


possible if prior notice is impossible. 


 


Late papers are generally not accepted.  If I accept a late paper because of circumstances, I will 


make substantial reductions in the paper grade for every day it is late, up to a maximum of 75% 


reduction. 


 


Disability Statement 


 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all 


persons with disabilities. This syllabus can be made available in alternate formats upon request. 


Students with disabilities who need accommodations in this course must register with Student 


Disability Services, Ferrell Commons Room 132, phone (407) 823-2371; TTY/TDD-only phone 


(407) 823-2116. 


 


Final Note 


 


I want you to be successful in this course and in our Ph.D. program.  Becoming a researcher is 


challenging, hard work, but it can also be very rewarding: you will be investigating things that 


puzzle you; you will be contributing to knowledge in these areas; you will begin building a 


record of achievement and accomplishment that will serve you well in the field of security 


studies.  My job, which I love, is to help you succeed.  That will, undoubtedly, mean challenging 


you and pushing you along the way as you develop your own thinking, approaches, and research 


projects.  Come see me; let’s talk about your work; let’s make sure you develop a great career as 


a researcher in security studies! 


 


Course Calendar 


 


August 24:  Course Introduction and Overview. 


 


 Optional readings: 


 


1. Ball, Terence. 1987.   “Is There Progress in Political Science?” In Idioms of Inquiry, ed. 


Terence Ball. Albany: SUNY Press, 13-44. 


2. Little, Daniel.  1991.  “Statistical Analysis.” In Varieties of Social Explanation, by Daniel 


Little.  Boulder: Westview Press, 159-178. 


 


Note: The article by Ball deals with classic components of philosophy of science.  The chapter 


by Little is a simple overview of the logic of causation and statistical analysis.  These are 


intended as short, simple overviews of these much larger topics.  Please see me if you are 


unfamiliar with these topics or if you would like additional recommendations for readings. 


 







September 1: Overview of Security Studies. 


 


** At the start of class, turn in your first mini research design paper. ** 


 


 Required readings: 


 


1. In Collins, read chapters 1 and 5. 


2. In Hughes and Meng, read the Preface, the Introduction to Part I, and the following 


chapters: 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, and 1.10. 


 


September 8: Overview: Major Theories in Security Studies 


 


 Required readings: 


 


1. In Collins, read chapters 2, 3, and 7. 


 


September 15: Realism, and Some Responses 


 


** At the start of class, turn in your second mini research design paper. ** 


 


 Required readings: 


 


1. Read the Introduction to Part 2 and the following chapters in Hughes and Meng (read 


them in the order listed): 


-Realism, and realist approaches: chapters 2.1, 2.2, 2.4. 


-Responses, chapters 2.5, 2.3, 2.10. 


 


September 22: Liberalism, and a Response 


 


  Required readings: 


 


1. Read the following chapters in Hughes and Meng (read them in the order listed): 


-Liberalism, and liberalist approaches, chapters: 2.7, 2.9, 4.5, and 2.8. 


-A Response: chapter: 2.6. 


 


 


  







September 29: Constructivism, and Other Perspectives 


 


** At the start of class, turn in the topic for your research paper. ** 


 


 Required readings: 


 


On Constructivism: 


 


1. In Hughes and Meng, read chapters 2.11, and 2.12. 


 


On Feminism: 


 


2. In Hughes and Meng, read chapter 1.6. 


3. In Collins, read chapter 9. 


 


On Marx and Third World: 


 


4. In Collins, read chapters 4 and 16. 


5. In Hughes and Meng, read chapter 1.7. 


 


On Critical Theory: 


 


6. In Collins, read chapter 6. 


 


October 6: War, Conflict, Military Security, and Other Classic Areas of Security Studies, Part I 


 


 Required readings: 


 


1. Overview: read chapter 11 in Collins. 


2. Arms races: read chapter 3.2 in Hughes and Meng. 


3. Polarity: in Hughes and Meng, read chapters 4.1, 4.2, 4.6. 


4. Alliances: in Hughes and Meng, read chapters 4.3 and 4.4. 


5. Interventionism: in Hughes and Meng, read chapters 4.8; in Collins, read chapter 20. 


 


October 13:War, Conflict, Military Security, and Other Classic Areas of Security Studies, Part II 


 


 Required readings: 


 


1. Nuclear weapons and deterrence, and other WMDs: in Collins, read chapter 18; in 


Hughes and Meng, read chapters 3.1 and 3.3. 


2. Sanctions: in Hughes and Meng, read chapter 4.9. 


3. Terrorism: in Hughes and Meng, read chapters 5.7, and 5.8; in Collins, read chapter 19. 


4. Civil security: in Collins, read chapter 12. 


 


 


  







October 20:War, Conflict,Military Security, and Other Classic Areas of Security Studies, Part III 


 


** Turn in the formal research-design paper for your semester research project ** 


 


 Required readings: 


 


1. Causes of War: read:  Levy, Jack.  1998.  “The Causes of War and the Conditions of 


Peace.”  Annual Review of Political Science 1 (June): 139-165. 


2. Bargaining: read: Reiter, Dan.  2003.  “Exploring the Bargaining Model of War.”  


Perspectives on Politics (June): 27-43. 


3. Game Theory: read: Bennett, Peter G.  1995.  “Modelling Decisions in International 


Relations: Game Theory and Beyond.”  Mershon International Studies Review 39 (April): 


19-52. 


4. Foreign Policy Decision Making: read: Hudson, Valerie.  2002.  “Foreign Policy 


Decision Making: A Touchstone for International Relations Theory in the Twenty-First 


Century.”   In Foreign Policy Decision-Making (Revisited), by  R.C. Snyder, H.W. 


Bruck, B. Sapin, V.M. Hudson, D.H. Chollet, and J.M. Goldgeier.  2002.    New York: 


Palgrave, 1-20. 


 


October 27: Quantitative Research Applications: Part I 


 


 Required readings: 


 


1.  Leeds, Brett Ashley.  2003.  “Do Alliances Deter Aggression? The Influence of Military 


Alliances on the Initiation of Militarized Interstate Disputes.”  American Journal of Political 


Science 47 (July): 427-439. 


 


2.  Fearon, James D., and David D. Laitin.  2003.  “Ethnicity, Insurgency, and Civil War.”  


American Political Science Review (February): 75-90. 


 


3. Meernik, James.  1994.  “Presidential Decision Making and the Political Use of Military 


Force.”  International Studies Quarterly 38 (March): 121-138. 


 


4.  Mousseau, Michael.  “The Social Market Roots of Democratic Peace.”  International Security 


33: 52-86. 


 


 


  







November 3: Quantitative Research Applications: Part II 


 


 Required readings: 


 


1.  Piazza, James A.  2006.  “Rooted in Poverty?: Terrorism, Poor Economic Development, and 


Social Cleavages.” Terrorism and Political Violence 18 (1): 159-177. 


 


2.  James, Patrick and John Oneal. 1991. “The Influence of Domestic and International Politics 


on the President’s Use of Force.” Journal of Conflict Resolution 35 (June): 307-332. 


 


3.  Keller, Jonathan W.  2005.  “Leadership Style, Regime Type, and Foreign Policy Crisis 


Behavior: A Contingent Monadic Peace?  International Studies Quarterly 49 (June): 205-231. 


 


4. Schafer, Mark. 1999. "Explaining Groupthink: Do the Psychological Characteristics of the 


Leader Matter?" International Interactions 25 (2): 1-31. 


 


November 10: Contemporary Issues and Challenges in International Security: Part I 


 


 Required readings: 


 


1. Overview: in Hughes and Meng, read chapter 5.1 


2. Money-making in Security: in Collins, read chapter 22; in Meng and Hughes, read 


chapter 4.10. 


3. Technology and Cyber Concerns: in Hughes and Meng, read chapter 3.4; in Collins, read 


chapter 25. 


 


November 17: Contemporary Issues and Challenges in International Security: Part II 


 


 Required readings: 


 


1. Ethnicity and Migration: in Collins, read chapter 13; in Hughes and Meng, read chapter 


3.7. 


2. Environment and Energy: in Collins, read chapters 14, and 21; in Hughes and Meng, read 


chapter 3.6. 


 


November 24: Research presentations 


 


 


December 1: Research papers due at start of class 
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Syllabus 
POS 4206-0W59 Political Psychology 


 
 


Dr. Terri Susan Fine 
Fall 2015 


Section  Location Credit Hours 
0W59 World Wide Web 3 


Instructor Contact 


Instructor  


Dr. Terri Susan Fine 


Professor of Political Science 


Associate Director, Lou Frey Institute of Politics and Government  


Content Specialist, Florida Joint Center for Citizenship 


Office  Phillips Hall 302K and Lou Frey Institute of Politics and Government (in the Research Park) 


Office 
Hours  


Tuesday 11am-3pm Phillips Hall 302K and by appointment; appointments are also available at 
the Lou Frey Institute of Politics and Government 


Note:  The Lou Frey Institute is in the Research Park (easy parking and no permit needed if you 
drive) at 12443 Research Parkway, Building 400, Suite 406.  The #9 UCF Shuttle will take you 
there (Stop #2 —Florida Institute of Government stop; the Florida Institute of Government is in 
the same building as the Lou Frey Institute), or we can meet by telephone.  


Phone  407-823-2081 (Political Science Department) or 407-823-3636 (Lou Frey Institute) 







2 
 


Course mail 
Available through the “inbox” function on the course home page. Contacting me through the 
"inbox" function insures no SPAM and faster responsiveness.   


Personal e-mail 


terri.fine@ucf.edu 


 
Note: E-mail to this account is to be used for emergencies only (e.g., if you have no access to 
the course homepage);  
 
All regular communication must go through the course “inbox” function. Non-emergency e-
mail submitted to my personal account will not receive a response.  


Course page http://webcourses.ucf.edu 


 


Course Description 


This course introduces various aspects of political psychology giving special emphasis to the 
American political experience.  The way that the public views its political world is a function of 
how that political world is presented to it.  The cultural dynamics that frame the political 
experience are integral to developing an understanding of how the public sees its role in the 
political process.  It is also important that one understands how that framework influences citizen 
participation in that process.  
 
The course will first look at various aspects of political psychology including attitudes and 
behavior, information processing, and political decision making.  How these issues function 
within the context of the welfare controversy will then be investigated.  In so doing, one can 
better understand how political psychology affects the public reaction to areas of policy 
controversy, particularly those that cue competing values. 
 
Course Goals: The primary goals of this course are to: 
 
 a)  Understand the theoretical orientation framing the relationship between 
 psychology and politics  
 b) Explain mass-level political participation through the lens of political psychology 
 c) Explain elite behavior through the lens of political psychology 
 d) Understand how controversial public policies, and the processes that form them, are 
 impacted by political psychology  
  
Course Objectives:  At the end of this course, you will be able to: 
 
 a) Develop approaches to analyzing the relationship between psychology and politics  
 b) Critique the role that psychology plays in mass-level participation and elite 
 behavior.   
 c) Evaluate how political psychology affects and is affected by political and 
 electoral institutions. 



mailto:terri.fine@ucf.edu
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 d) Describe how political psychology impacts policy making. 


Course Texts 


Political Psychology:  Situations, Individuals and Cases by David Patrick Houghton, Second 
Edition, New York: Routledge Press.  ISBN:  978-0-41583-382-0. 
 
The Politics of Policy Change:  Welfare, Medicare and Social Security Reform in the United 
States by Daniel Beland and Alex Waddan, Washington, DC:  George Washington University 
Press.  ISBN:  978-1-58901-884-6.    
 
These paperbacks are available in the campus bookstore and on Amazon.com 
(www.amazon.com).   


Assessment 


Grades will be based on several Internet Learning Modules, discussions, and quizzes.  The entire 
course will be conducted on-line; there will be no on-campus meetings. 
    
Your grade will be determined as follows: 
 


Internet Learning Modules (8) 250 points each 


Quizzes (12) 
(Note:  The syllabus quiz score is not factored into 
the overall quiz score or the final grade) 


125 points each 


Discussions (5) 100 points each 


 
All assignments are due on the day and time posted; late assignments may be submitted with 
prior arrangement with the instructor and submission of documentation explaining why 
submitting the assignment on time was not possible.  The instructor must be notified within 48 
hours of the missed assignment (unless doing so is impossible and the reason is documented) in 
order to be eligible to submit that assignment late.    


Assessment Rubric 


Formative Assessment Course Objectives Met 


Internet Learning Modules 


 


Analyze the relationship between psychology and politics in the 
United States 


Critique the role that psychology plays in mass-level 
participation, elite behavior and public policy 
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Evaluate how political psychology affects and is affected by 
political and electoral institutions. 


 Quizzes Understand how political psychology affects and is affected by 
political and electoral institutions. 


 Discussions Analyze the relationship between psychology and politics in the 
United States 


Critique the role that psychology plays in mass-level 
participation, elite behavior and public policy 


Evaluate how political psychology affects and is affected by 
political and electoral institutions. 


Recorded Final Grades 


This course utilizes plus/minus grading. The recorded final grade will be one of the following: A, 
A-, B+, B, B-, C+, C, C-, D+, D, D-, F. There will be no A+, F+ or F-.  
 
Grade Grade Points Grade Grade Points 
A 4.0 C 2.0 
A- 3.75 C- 1.75 
B+ 3.25 D+ 1.25 
B 3.0 D 1.00 
B- 2.75 D- .75 
C+ 2.25 F 0 


Reading Assignments 


Please contact me if you have any problems with the course. Changes in the syllabus and/or 
schedule may be made at any time during the term. A revised syllabus may be issued at my 
discretion. 


Grading Procedures 


Final grades are based on the overall accumulated points.  Numerical grades compute into letter 
grades as follows: 
 
Letter Grade Accumulated Points 
A 3600 and higher 
A- 3400-3599 
B+ 3300-3399 
B 3200-3299 
B- 3100-3199 
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C+ 3000-3199 
C 2900-2999 
C- 2800-2899 
D+ 2700-2799 
D 2600-2699 
D- 2500-2599 
F 2499 and lower 


University Policies 


The Golden Rule  
Students must follow the University standards for personal and academic conduct as outlined in 
The Golden Rule. Students are apprised when they are accepted at the University that they must 
be aware of and follow these policies of conduct. See www.ucf.edu for details. 


 
Policy on Academic Dishonesty 
Academic dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated. Please make certain that all assignments 
are completed individually and for this class only.  Violations of student academic behavior 
standards are outlined in The Golden Rule, the University of Central Florida's Student Handbook.  
 


See http://www.ucf.edu/goldenrule/ for further details. 
 
1. Cheating whereby non-permissible written, visual or oral assistance including 
that obtained from another student is utilized on examinations, course assignments 
or projects. The unauthorized possession or use of examination or course related 
material shall also constitute cheating.  
 
2. Plagiarism whereby another's work is deliberately used or appropriated without 
any indication of the source thereby attempting to convey the impression that such 
work is the student's own. Any student failing to properly credit ideas or materials 
taken from another has plagiarized.  
 
3. A student who has assisted another in any of the aforementioned breach of 
standards shall be considered equally culpable. 
 
Reactions to Cheating 
 
ACADEMIC ACTION - Taken by Instructor, Chair, or Dean of College 
 
1. Counseling 
2. Loss of credit for specific assignment, exam, or project. 
3. Removal from course with a grade of “F” 
 
CONDUCT REVIEW ACTION - Taken by the Office of Student Conduct 
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1. Warning 
2. Probation 
3. Suspension 
4. Expulsion 
5. Permanent conduct record with UCF 
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Students with Disabilities 
 
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all 
persons with disabilities.  Students with disabilities who need accommodations in this course 
must be registered with Student Disability Services (SDS) and arrange for the professor to 
receive an accommodation letter from Student Disability Services.  SDS is located in Ferrell 
Commons 185; 407-823-2371; sds@ucf.edu. You are welcome to talk to me at any point in the 
semester about course design concerns, but it is always best if we can talk at least one week prior 
to the need for any modifications. 
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POS 4206 Political Psychology 
Fall 2015 Schedule 


Please contact me if you have any concerns about the reading load, tips on getting the 
most from your reading, or the course in general.    


 
DH is Political Psychology:  Situation, Individuals, and Cases by David Patrick 


Houghton  
BW is The Politics of Policy Change:  Welfare, Medicare, and Social Security Reform in 


the United States by Daniel Beland and Alex Waddan 
 
Quizzes are generally due on Wednesdays 
Discussions (both Initial and Response postings) are generally due on Fridays 
Internet Learning Modules (ILM) are generally due on Fridays 
 
All assignments (quizzes, modules, discussions) are due at 11pm on their assigned days 
 
Do not rely on CANVAS for any deadlines; 


 CANVAS is not a substitute for the course schedule which is found 
 below.   


    
 
Course 
Week 


 
Reading 


 
Assignments  


August 24-
August 28 


No Assigned  
Reading 


Syllabus Quiz due August 28 11pm 
Note:  The Syllabus Quiz score will not be computed as part 
of the final grade.   


August 31-
September 
4 


DH Chapter 1 
DH Chapter 2 


DH Quiz 1/2 due September 2 11pm 
ILM Political Psychology and the Media due  
September 4 11pm 


September 
7-
September 
11 


DH Chapter 3 
DH Chapter 4 


DH Quiz 3/4 due September 9 11pm 
Discussion 1 Initial and Response Posting due September 11 
11pm 
 
Note:  University Closed Monday September 7 for Labor 
Day 


September 
14-
September 
18  


DH Chapter 5 
DH Chapter 6 


DH Quiz 5/6 due September 16 11pm 
Discussion 2 Initial and Response Posting due September 18  
11pm 
ILM Groupthink Case Study due September 18 11pm 


September 
21-


DH Chapter 7 
DH Chapter 8 


DH Quiz 7/8 due September 23 11pm 
ILM Political Psychobiography due September 25 11pm 
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September 
25 
September 
28-October 
2 


DH Chapter 9 
DH Chapter 10 


DH Quiz 9/10 due September 30 11pm 
 
 


October 5-
October 9 


DH Chapter 11 
DH Chapter 12 


DH Quiz 11/12 due October 7 11pm 
ILM Political Campaigns due October 9 11pm 


October 12-
October 16 


DH Chapter 13 
DH Chapter 14 


DH 13/14 Quiz due October 14 11pm 
ILM Genocide due October 16 11pm 


October 19-
October 23  


No Assigned 
Reading 


Discussion 3 Initial and Response Posting due October 21 
11pm 
ILM Symbolic Politics due October 23 11pm 


October 26-
October 30 


DH Chapter 15 
DH Chapter 16 


DH 15/16 Quiz due October 28 11pm 
 


November 
2-
November 6 


BW 
Introduction 


BW Introduction Quiz due November 4 11pm 


November 
9-
November 
13 


BW Chapter 1 BW Chapter 1 Quiz due November 13 11pm 
Discussion 4 Initial and Response Posting due November 13 
11pm 
ILM Saenz v. Roe due November 13 11pm 
 
Note:  University Closed Wednesday November 11 for 
Veterans Day 
Note:  In light of Veterans Day falling on a Wednesday, 
the quiz this week is due on Friday November 13 


November 
16-
November 
20 


BW Chapter 2 BW Chapter 2 Quiz due November 18 11pm 
Discussion 5 Initial and Response Posting due November 20  
11pm 
 
 


November 
23-
November 
27 


No Assigned 
Reading 


Enjoy your Thanksgiving holiday 


November 
30-
December 4 


BW Chapter 3 
BW 
Conclusion 


BW Chapter 3 Quiz due December 2 11pm 
Note:  There is no quiz for BW Conclusion 


Wednesday 
December 9 


 ILM The Affordable Care Acts due December 9 11pm 
NOTE THE DAY 
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POS 4604: American Constitutional Law II 
Dept of Political Science 


College of Sciences, University of Central Florida 


 
COURSE SYLLABUS 


 
    
Instructor:  Eric Merriam, J.D., LL.M., Associate Professor Term:  Fall 2015 
Offices; Phones:  HPH, Rm 311A; 407-___-____ Class Meeting Days:  Tues/Thurs 
 HPA1, Rm 340; 407-823-3074 Class Meeting Hours:  9:00-10:15 
E-Mail:  eric.merriam@ucf.edu Class Location:  ENG1 O327 
Office Hours: See detailed schedule below.   


HPH office: alternating Tuesdays, 1:30-4:00 or 4:30-
7:00. HPA1 office: Thursdays, 1:30-4:00. 


Credits: 3 


 
 
 
I. Course Description 
 
Constitutional law addresses the contents of the U.S. Constitution and the interpretation of those contents.  
Government authority and individual liberties often conflict.  Though the U.S. Constitution establishes a wide 
variety of individual liberties, we will examine the development of the Supreme Court's jurisprudence regarding 
individual liberties in three areas:  free exercise of religion (First Amendment); equal protection (Fourteenth 
Amendment); and Substantive Due Process (Fifth and Fourteenth Amendments).  University Course Catalog 
Description: Development of civil liberties and civil rights in the American federal system. 
 
II. Course Objectives 
 
1. Students will comprehend the role of the Supreme Court as the ultimate interpreter of the Constitution and 
be able to apply fundamental judicial philosophies/modes of constitutional interpretation in deciding cases and 
evaluating selected legal problems. 
 
2. Students will analyze and appreciate how, why, and to what extent the Constitution protects certain 
individual liberties. 
 
3. Students will improve critical thinking and legal problem-solving skills.    
 







 


III. Course Prerequisites 
 
ENC 1102 (Freshman Composition II), POS 2041 (American National Government), or consent of the instructor. 
Though not required, I encourage you to take POS 4284 (Judicial Process and Politics) prior to taking this class. 
 
 
IV. Course Schedule 


 
CLASS DATE TOPIC 


 
CLASS PREPARATION 


(textbook pg. #s) 
NOTES 


  Block I: Introduction and 
Interpretive Methodology 


  


1 25 Aug Introduction and Course 
Overview 


None  


2 27 Aug Interpretive Methodology: 
Originalism; Living 
Constitutionalism 


Read: 135-146; 192-
196 
Review: xxxvii-xlvii 


 


3 1 Sep Interpretive Methodology: 
Process Theory; Pragmatism 


159-178; 208-213  


  Block II: Free Exercise of 
Religion 


  


4 3 Sep Intro; Strict Scrutiny 749-66; 790-91; 797-
801 


 


5 8 Sep Free Exercise: Yoder through 
Goldman 


802-822  


6 10 Sep Free Exercise: Strict Scrutiny 
Scrutinized 


822-842  


7 15 Sep RFRA:  Congress Battles the 
Court; Review 


842-851  


8 17 Sep Exam One Prep for Exam Exam One (75) - CLOSED 
book/notes 


  Block III: Equal Protection   


9 22 Sep Race: Discrimination and the 
Antebellum Court 


1093-1100; 1115-1127  


10 24 Sep Race: Discrimination and the 
Postbellum Court 


1127-1143  


11 29 Sep Race: Brown and 
Desegregation 


1143-1149; 1151-1152  


12 1 Oct Race: School Desegregation in 
Practice 


Swann v Charlotte-
Mecklenburg Bd of Ed; 
Columbus Bd of Ed v 
Pennic; 1152-1157 


 


13 6 Oct Race: Affirmative Action 
(Education and Business) 


1159-1160; 1168-1182  


14 8 Oct Race: Affirmative Action 
(Education and Business) 


1182-1203  







 


15 13 Oct Voting Discrimination 1207-1209; 1223-1235; 
1240-1244 


First Half Preparation and 
Participation Milestone (50) 


16 15 Oct Gender Discrimination 1247-1251; 1262-1279  
17 20 Oct Gender Discrimination 1279-1293; Rehnquist 


concurrence in US v. 
Virginia; Nguyen v INS 
case cut 


 


18 22 Oct Sexual Orientation 1149-1151; 1294-1297; 
1300-1312 


 


19 27 Oct Rational Basis Review; Review Case cuts: Murgia; City 
of Cleburne; TBD 


 


20 29 Oct Exam Two Prep for Exam Exam Two (125) - CLOSED 
book/notes 


  Block IV: Substantive Due 
Process 


  


21 3 Nov Substantive Due Process and 
Economic Liberties 


951-957; 967-982  


22 5 Nov Non-Economic Liberties: 
Parental Rights 


983-84; 993-98; 1047-
54  


 


23 10 Nov Non-Economic Liberties: 
Reproductive Freedom 


1019-1028  


24 12 Nov Non-Economic Liberties: 
Abortion 


1029-1043  


25 17 Nov Non-Economic Liberties: 
Abortion 


1054-1060; 1069-1077  


26 19 Nov Non-Economic Liberties: Right 
to Die 


1077-1088  


27 24 Nov Non-Economic Liberties: Sexual 
Orientation 


1043-1047; 1061-1068; 
additional portion of 
Scalia Dissent in 
Lawrence 


 


28 1 Dec Non-Economic Liberties: Sexual 
Orientation 


Obergefell v. Hodges  


29 3 Dec Course Conclusion; Review None Second Half Preparation and 
Participation (50) 


 10 Dec 
7:00-
9:50am 


Final Exam Prep for Exam Final Exam (200) 


 
 
V. Course Policies and Expectations 
 
Academic Conduct: Academic dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated. If you are uncertain as to what 
constitutes academic dishonesty, please consult The Golden Rule, the University of Central Florida's Student 
Handbook (http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/) for further details.  As in all University courses, The Golden 
Rule Rules of Conduct will be applied.  Violations of these rules will result in a record of the infraction being 
placed in your file and receiving a zero on the work in question AT A MINIMUM.  At the instructor’s discretion, 







 


you may also receive a failing grade for the course.  Confirmation of such incidents can also result in expulsion 
from the University. 
 
Attendance:  Attendance at each class is expected.  Because the course is highly based on preparation and 
participation in class discussion, excessive absences may result in a lowered grade, including a failing grade.  
Please notify me in advance if you intend to miss class to observe a holy day of your religious faith. 
 
Collaboration:  All graded events are individual effort only, unless otherwise directed.  You are welcome 
(encouraged, if you need it) to use the University Writing Center (UWC) to improve your written work product.  
The UWC is a free resource for UCF undergraduates and graduates. You are always permitted to use the UWC, 
no matter how At the UWC, a trained writing consultant will work individually with you on anything you're 
writing (in or out of class), at any point in the writing process from brainstorming to editing. Appointments are 
recommended, but not required. For more information or to make an appointment, visit the UWC website at 
http://www.uwc.ucf.edu, stop by MOD 608, or call 407.823.2197. 
 
Communication with Professor:  You are welcome to communicate with me by email or by phone, but 
significant substantive discussion should be in person. 
 
Disability Access:  The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for 
all persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students who need 
accommodations must be registered with Student Disability Services, Ferrell Commons Room 185, phone (407) 
823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting accommodations from the professor. 
 
Electronic Devices:  Students may not use any electronic devices during class, including laptop computers, 
phones, smart watches, or recording devices of any kind. 
 
Final Project:  There is a required final project in this course.  The final project will consist of one or more 
questions based on material covered in the course and assigned reading material not covered in class.  The 
report will be “open book and open note,” but may have significant authorized resources restrictions.  A 
complete set of good notes will be crucial. I will provide further details regarding the report in class.  
 
Grades:  Your grade will be determined by the number of points you accumulate during the course. I do not 
offer extra credit or rewrite opportunities. I will provide detailed guidance regarding specific graded events 
throughout the course, but if you have questions, please ask. 
 
 Graded Events: 


Preparation and Participation - First Half     50 
Exam One         75 
Exam Two     125 
Preparation and Participation - Second Half   50 
Final Exam     200 
Course Total     500 


 







 


 Exam Descriptions: 
Exam One will cover material from Blocks I and II of the course.  Students can expect a mix of objective 
(true/false, multiple choice, etc.) questions, short answer questions, and one essay. The exam will be 
closed book/note. 
Exam Two will cover material from Block III of the course only. Students can expect a mix of objective 
(true/false, multiple choice, etc.) questions, short answer questions, and one essay. The exam will be 
closed book/note. 
 
The Final Exam will be a cumulative assessment of the entire semester. Students can expect a mix of 
objective (true/false, multiple choice, etc.) questions, short answer questions, and multiple essays, with 
the majority of points being allocated to essays.  A student-prepared reference sheet will be permitted 
during the exam; the instructor will provide more information later in the semester. 


 
  Grading Scale (%) 


93-100  A 
90-92  A- 
87-89  B+ 
83-86  B 
80-82  B- 
77-79  C+ 
73-76  C 
70-72  C- 
67-69  D+ 
63-66  D 
60-62  D- 
0 - 59  F 


 
Graded tests and materials in this course will be returned individually only by request. You can access your 
scores at any time using "myUCF Grades" in the portal. Please note that scores returned mid-semester are 
unofficial grades. If you need help accessing myUCF Grades, see the online 
tutorial: https://myucfgrades.ucf.edu/help/. 
 
Office Hours:   While I will be generally available during stated office hours, I recommend you make an 
appointment in advance (email is best for making appointments).  I will hold office hours in two locations; you 
are welcome to come to either office.  
 
On Tuesdays, I will have office hours in Howard Philips Hall (HPH), Room 311.  On alternating Tuesdays I will 
offer office hours in the late afternoon and early evening: 
 


Tuesday, from 1:30 to 4:00 Tuesday, from 4:30 to 7:00 
Aug 24 Sep 1 
Sep 8 Sep 15 


Sep 22 Sep 29 



https://myucfgrades.ucf.edu/help/





 


Oct 6 Oct 13 
Oct 20 Oct 27 
Nov 3 Nov 10 


Nov 17 Nov 24 
Dec 1 Dec 8 


 
On Thursdays I will have office hours at Health and Public Affairs Building 1 (HPA1), Room 340, from 1:30pm 
until 4:00pm (except when campus is closed early due to football games). 
  
Preparation and Participation:  This course is highly interactive; your regular preparation and participation are 
very important.  To participate effectively, you must be prepared for each class.  Assigned readings are 
intentionally manageable in size; you are expected to complete them all.  Preparation and Participation points 
will be based on my assessment of your consistent preparation, meaningful participation, initiative, leadership, 
maturity, professionalism, and contribution to the class that benefits others.  If you are called on regarding the 
reading and are not prepared, points may be reduced.  If you are not prepared for a particular class, let me know 
prior to class, in which case you may be docked minimal or no participation points, depending on the 
circumstances.  Quality participation takes several forms, including asking an informed question, answering a 
question posed by another student or me, responding to another student’s comment, raising a relevant legal 
issue that is in the news, or otherwise participating in the discussion in a relevant way.  I expect most of you to 
participate in the discussion on most days.  Questions or comments that are particularly insightful or that 
demonstrate a superior understanding or thought process particularly benefit the class.  Your preparation and 
participation are an indication of your professionalism -- be excellent! 
 
Reading Material:  Though a few additional readings will be posted on the course website or handed out in 
class, most of the required readings for this course are in the course textbook, Constitutional Law and American 
Democracy, 2012, by Dr. Corey Brettschneider.  Unless otherwise noted, page numbers in the course schedule 
refer to the textbook.  Read for comprehension and memory all pages noted on the syllabus unless otherwise 
directed (e.g., to “skim” or “review”).  
 
Respect:  Respect for others is a key element of your academic education.  Because of the contentious nature of 
some of the subject matter addressed in this course, respect will be especially important, including respect for 
others (by respecting the right to have different opinions and by courteous behavior) and respect for yourself 
(through professional presentation and effort). 
 
Syllabus:  This syllabus is meant to provide you with an overview of the course, but I may need to make changes. 
If so, I’ll provide you with notice, and if the changes are significant, a revised syllabus. 
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