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POS 3703: Scope and Methods of Political Science 
Department of Political Science 


University of Central Florida 
Syllabus 


Instructor Contact 


Professor Andrea Vieux 
avieux@knights.ucf.edu* 


 
 
Office Location UCF Valencia West Campus 


Building 11, Room 300A 
 


UCF Main Campus 
HPH 302 


Office Telephone* (407) 582-5727 
 


(407) 823-2608 


Office Hours By appointment Tuesdays 
1pm – 3pm 


 
• All office hours are first come, first served.  You can make an appointment with 


me during my office hours to ensure that I see you at the time you are available.  
Appointments take priority over walk-ins. 


• The best way to reach me is via my mail tab in Webcourses.  If you send me an 
email via the webcourse DO NOT send me the same email via the knights email.  
If you send me an email via knights email, DO NOT send me the same email via 
the webcourse. 


 
 


Course Information 


Course Name  POS 3703: Scope and Methods of Political Science 


Course ID & Section ID: 14374    Section: OW57 


Credit Hours  3 credits 


Semester/Year  Spring 2016 


Location online 
 
 


Course Description 


Prerequisites: Junior standing or consent of the Instructor. 







  
  
The scope and methodology of political analysis. Extensive examination of the discipline, 
research design and methodology.  The first half of the semester covers basic research 
designs, the research process, and gives students the tools and information needed to 
complete the course research paper.  The second half of that paper covers other methods 
of investigation and analysis, survey research, sampling, qualitative research, and ethical 
considerations. 
 


Course Objectives 


Students successfully completing this course will be able to: 


• Identify basic components of research methodology and techniques used by political 
scientists. 


• Analyze data using statistical software 
• Evaluate research, statistics and findings.  


 


Additional Items of Note 


• Save your work on a flash drive.  You will need it repeatedly and do not want to 
have to keep redoing all of your tasks. 


• You may NOT record classroom meetings (voice or video recordings). 
Reasonable accommodations can be made for students with disabilities—speak 
with me. 


• Your failure to plan is not my emergency.  Stay on top of your classwork and get 
started well in advance of deadline.  See How to Study.org 


• ALL work MUST be your own. 
• If you have questions, ask. 


 


Required Textbook 


• Pollock III, Philip H. 2016. The Essentials of Political Analysis. 5th Edition. 
Washington, D.C.: CQ Press.  


 


Required Workbook 


• Pollock III, Philip H. 2016. An SPSS Companion to Political Analysis. 5th Edition. 
Washington, D.C.: CQ Press.  



http://www.howtostudy.org/





  
 


Additional Required Readings: 
 
In addition to the aforementioned texts, you will be required to read political science 
journal articles (or other political science research).  They are listed in the weekly 
schedule, or will be announced in class, or announced vial the course web-site.   
 


Useful Supplements 


• Baglione, Lisa. 2011. Writing a Research Paper in Political Science: A Practical 
Guide to Inquiry, Structure, and Methods. 2nd Edition. Washington, DC: CQ Press. 


• Brians, Craig Lenord, Lars Willnat, Jarol B. Manheim, and Richard Rich. 2011. Empirical 
Political Analysis: Quantitative and Qualitative Research Methods. 8th Edition. Boston: 
Longman. 


 


Course Syllabus 


This is the course syllabus, and should be treated as a written agreement between the professor 
and student.  Students should refer to the syllabus for any questions pertaining to the course, 
grading, etc.  Any deviations from this syllabus will be announced.  Therefore, students are 
responsible for any announcements, and any information or handouts given.  Absence is not an 
excuse for ignorance. 


 


 


Grading & Course Requirements 
 
The following applies to all assignments:  


• All assignments are due at 11:59 pm on the due date in the schedule 
• NO LATE WORK, NO MAKE-UPS. 
• All work MUST be your own 


 
 
Academic Activity (0%)   **REQUIRED** 
 
All faculty members are required to document students' academic activity at the 
beginning of each course. In order to document that you began this course, please 
complete the academic activity by the end of the first week of classes, or as soon as 
possible after adding the course. Failure to do so will result in a delay in the disbursement 
of your financial aid. 
 
 







  
Introductory Quiz (5%): 
 
At the beginning of the semester, there will be a quiz over the introduction, syllabus, and 
assignment documents.  You will find the material you need to answer the questions 
under the Course Modules titled “Course Introduction and Syllabus” and “Assignment 
Directions and Links”   
 
 
Participation (15%): 
 
Attendance Policy: Students should check in on the webcourse at least twice per week. 
 
In order to fully engage in this course, students will be expected engage with other 
students in online discussions—that is, these are discussions between students on which I 
will occasionally comment.  For each discussion, a student is required to post at least one 
initial post on the topic, and reply to at least one other student’s post.  Each required 
discussion element is to be posted by 11:59 pm on the due date.   
 
Grades for participation are based on both the quantity and the quality of the posts. 
Doing the bare minimum number of posts does NOT guarantee you an A.  A-level work 
is excellent, B-level work is good, and C-level work is satisfactory. While one can 
(theoretically) have a stellar/excellent single reply, it is far better to ‘hedge your bets’ on 
overall quality with multiple replies—remember the goal is to engage and discuss with 
your classmates. Any disruptive behavior, inappropriate comments, activities not related 
to the course, etc. will reflect poorly on the student’s participation grade.   
 
Posting something someone else has already said, saying I agree, etc. is not considered a 
quality post.  Furthermore, initial posts should be relevant to the assigned topic—
technical questions should be posted in the technical questions forum, questions on 
course concepts and content should be posted in the course content discussion, questions 
for me should be posted in the general discussion forum or emailed to me, questions 
about assessments, your grades, etc. should be emailed to me.  
 
The discussions are intended to promote Active Learning. Meaning, you are interacting 
with each other and sharing ideas, etc. in order to fully grasp material. Active learning 
has been shown to enhance student outcomes (i.e. information retention and learning). By 
only replying to one student you aren’t really engaged in the material as much as you 
would be if you had a full conversation. Because this is an online course, discussions are 
one of the only ways to achieve this type of learning—hence the need to fully engage in 
the discussions. 
 
Note: I am looking for thought provoking posts that show you are engaged in the 
material.  These discussions lead up to your final assignment. Doing a good job on them 
will help you prepare for that paper. 
 
 
 
 



http://www1.umn.edu/ohr/teachlearn/tutorials/active/what/index.html





  
Workbook Exercises (25%) 
 
You will complete a series of workbook exercise sets, then answer questions about the 
exercises using the “Quiz” tool in the Webcourse. Each set is designed to work alongside 
the lectures and the Pollock textbook. The questions are taken directly from the 
workbook exercises or are applications/extensions of the exercises.  You must complete 
the workbook exercise sets before you begin answer the questions—each set of 
activities will take you at least a few hours to complete. There are 5 workbook exercise 
question sets, and each one is 5% of you course grade.  
 
Exams (30%): 
 
There are a total of two exams, a Mid-Term and a Final; and each exam is worth 15% of 
your grade. Each quiz is cumulative, and may contain any material that has been 
assigned, covered, read, discussed, announced, completed, etc..  Be sure to do all the 
required readings, activities, etc. before you take the exam—the readings, activities, etc. 
will take you at least a few hours. There are no questions from the workbook exercises in 
the exams BUT they cover similar content.  
 
 
Article Assessment (25%) 
 
Students will write a 2 page (single-spaced) paper analyzing an article assigned by the 
professor.  It must be turned in by the due date in an openable, readable WORD file in the 
provided upload link in the Assignment dropbox in the webcourse.  If your paper is not 
consistent with the “openable, readable WORD file” stipulations it will not be accepted.  
Follow the directions in the Article Assessment Directions page in the Webcourse. 
 
Will the professor read drafts of the article assessment?   
In general, no.  If you want help on your writing, go to the writing center.  If you have 
specific questions about articles, ask your fellow classmates (via the course content 
discussion) or send me an email message at least two weeks prior to the due date.  You 
may also bring your questions into my face-to-face office hours at least two weeks (or 
more) before the paper is due.  If you wait until the last minute (i.e. less than two weeks 
prior to the due date), do not expect complete feedback.  I need time to respond, and you 
will need time to make changes. 
 
 
Extra credit: 
 
There is no extra credit in this course.  Do not expect any deviation from this policy.  
 
 
Some Notes on Grading: 
 
The fact that you are in college suggests that you were a decent student in high school.  It 
does not, however, mean you will be getting an A in this course.  Enrollment in this 







  
course does not mean you earned an A in this course. Earning an A might require more 
diligence than you are used to.  The letter grade “A” is reserved for excellence, “B” for 
good, and “C” for satisfactory.  Doing the bare minimum is not A-level work. 
 
For an undergraduate course, it is expected that you spend at least 3 hours outside of class 
time for every course credit hour studying, preparing, completing work, etc.  So, if you 
only spend 9 hours outside of class time doing these things, you are doing the bare 
minimum.  Also, beyond spending enough time studying, etc. you should be using your 
time effectively.  Spending 9 hours studying is not a guarantee of an A. 
 
In addition, this course is difficult (even in a face-to-face environment).  You should plan 
ahead on assignments and assessments.  DO NOT wait until the last minute.  You will 
probably realize (too late) that you should’ve started earlier.  I don’t accept late work of 
any kind. 
 


Grade Breakdown: 


 
Introductory Quiz 
Participation   
Workbook Exercises 
Exams 
Article Assessment   


5% 
15% 
25% 
30% 
25% 


 
 


Grading Scale: 


 
94-100  A 
90-93  A- 
88-89  B+ 
84-87  B 
80-83  B- 
78-79  C+ 
74-77  C 
70-73  C- 
68-69  D+ 
64-67  D 
60-63  D- 
0 - 59  F 


 


 







  


Late Work & Make-ups 


As noted at the top of this page, I do not allow for late work or make-ups. Do not 
anticipate any deviation from this policy. I do make exceptions for extenuating 
circumstances on a case-by-case basis (see below). **The general rule is no late work, no 
make-ups.**   


Under exceptional circumstances and with my permission a make-up might be granted. I 
must be informed, be provided with legitimate documentation for the request and need 
for the make-up, and give permission prior to the due date. Furthermore the request must 
conform to University Policy (for example, final exams are governed by stricter rules and 
will not be given before the University scheduled final exam period or after the 
University scheduled final exam period), the learning objective for that assignment must 
still be able to be fulfilled, and there must be a reasonable accommodation that can be 
made to make-up the missed work. If all these stipulations are met, then I may grant a 
make-up. In that case, the make-up may not be the same as the original. 


Deadlines: 


Do not wait until the last minute to complete your work. The work in this class takes a 
long time to complete.  


If you wait until the last minute and have a technical (i.e. webcourses@UCF, Library 
Information Literacy Module, etc.) or any other type of issue, do not expect any deviation 
from the NO late work policy.  Begin to complete your assigned tasks with more than 
enough time in case you run into troubles or take longer to complete the task than you 
anticipated. Your failure to plan is not my emergency. 


The online@UCF support is available by email Monday thru Friday 8am to 5pm and by 
phone from 8:30am to 4:30 pm Monday thru Friday. 


Academic Honesty (and Misconduct) 


Don’t Plagiarize (not properly citing sources, passing off someone else’s work as your 
own, handing in a paper written for another class, etc.).  Plagiarism and Cheating of any 
kind on an examination, quiz, or assignment will result at least in an "F" or 0 for that 
assignment (and may, depending on the severity of the case, lead to an "F" for the entire 
course) and may be subject to appropriate referral to the Office of Student Conduct for 
further action. See the UCF Golden Rule, the FTCL page on academic integrity, and the 
library web-site for further information.  


I will assume for this course that you will adhere to the academic creed of this University 
and will maintain the highest standards of academic integrity. In other words, don't cheat 
in any way (including but not limited to giving answers to others or taking them from 
anyone else). I will also adhere to the highest standards of academic integrity, so please 
do not ask me to change (or expect me to change) your grade illegitimately or to bend or 
break rules.  ALL work MUST be your own. 



http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://www.fctl.ucf.edu/TeachingAndLearningResources/ClassroomManagement/AcademicIntegrity/

http://library.ucf.edu/





  
Turnitin.com: In this course we may utilize turnitin.com, an automated system which 
instructors can use to quickly and easily compare each student's assignment with billions 
of web sites, as well as an enormous database of student papers that grows with each 
submission. After the assignment is processed, as an instructor I receive a report from 
turnitin.com that states if and how another author’s work was used in the assignment. For 
a more detailed look at this process, visit http://www.turnitin.com 


 


Non-Academic Misconduct 


The scope and content of the material included in this course are defined by the professor 
in consultation with the responsible academic unit. Although the orderly exchange of 
ideas, including questions and discussions prompted by lectures, discussion sessions and 
laboratories, is viewed as a key part of the educational environment, the professor has the 
right to limit the scope and duration of these interactions.  
 
Students who engage in disruptive behavior, including persistent refusal to observe 
boundaries defined by the professor regarding inappropriate talking, discussions, and 
questions in the classroom may be subject to discipline for non-academic misconduct for 
disruption of teaching or academic misconduct, as defined in the Golden Rule Student 
Handbook also defines potential sanctions for these types of infractions. 
 
Examples of inappropriate behavior include, but are not limited to: text messaging, 
talking or using cell phones, (turn off cell phones prior to class), surfing the internet, 
listening to music, downloading music, watching movies or videos, checking scores, 
playing games or poker, cursing, using offensive or inappropriate language of any kind, 
name calling, inappropriate actions of any kind, etc.  Any student acting in a disruptive 
manner may be asked to leave the classroom and will forfeit participation and attendance 
credit. 


 


Additional Protocols 


 


Research and Writing Skills:  


References required for written/class/online assignments must be relevant to our research, 
academic, authoritative and reliable. If you are a little shaky on academic standards 
governing acceptable references, ask questions of myself, or a librarian (or refer to the 
UCF library website). 
 
All written communication follows standard rules of English grammar and spelling.  If 
you are a little rusty on the standards acceptable in the academic community, go to the 
writing center, or ask me.  All written work should be presented in a formal, professional 



http://www.turnitin.com/





  
manner; using proper language and formatting, and should be edited for grammar, 
spelling, and writing flow/style.  
 


Writing Center:  


The University Writing Center (UWC) is a free resource for UCF undergraduates and 
graduates. At the UWC, a trained writing consultant will work individually with you on 
anything you're writing (in or out of class), at any point in the writing process from 
brainstorming to editing. Appointments are recommended, but not required. For more 
information or to make an appointment, visit the UWC website at 
http://www.uwc.ucf.edu , stop by MOD 608, or call 407.823.2197. 


 


UCF Computer Labs:  
 


Campus Computer Labs:  
http://guides.ucf.edu/c.php?g=78577&p=517810 
  
SPSS labs in Tech Commons:  
http://www.cst.ucf.edu/about/technology-sales-service-and-support/technology-
commons-2/ 
 
UCF Apps 
http://apps.ucf.edu/ 


 
 
Webcourse Privacy:  
 
Privacy:  Access to Webocourses is extended to you for the duration of your enrollment 
in the course, providing that you comply with class and school policies. You may not 
share that access with another person who is not enrolled in the course. Students who do 
so violate the privacy of other students as well as school policy. The act may lead to the 
violator being denied access to the Blackboard shell. 
 
On occasion, I permit others to enter the course, to critique my work, to view the 
operations of the course, or to work on a technical problem. For the entire term, my 
technical consultant has access to the course to provide continuity for you should the 
unexpected happen to me. 
 
E-Mail:  


E-mail will be an integral part of this course. Make sure you: 



http://www.uwc.ucf.edu/

http://guides.ucf.edu/c.php?g=78577&p=517810

http://www.cst.ucf.edu/about/technology-sales-service-and-support/technology-commons-2/

http://www.cst.ucf.edu/about/technology-sales-service-and-support/technology-commons-2/

http://apps.ucf.edu/





  
1. Be patient. Don’t expect an immediate response when you send a message. 


Generally, two days is considered reasonable amount of time to receive a reply. 
2. Include "Subject" headings: use something that is descriptive and refer to a 


particular assignment or topic. 
3. Be courteous and considerate. Being honest and expressing yourself freely is very 


important but being considerate of others online is just as important as in the 
classroom. 


4. Make every effort to be clear. Online communication lacks the nonverbal cues 
that fill in much of the meaning in face-to-face communication. 


5. Do not use all caps. This makes the message very hard to read and is considered 
"shouting." Check spelling, grammar, and punctuation (you may want to compose 
in a word processor, then cut and paste the message into the discussion or e-mail). 


6. Break up large blocks of text into paragraphs and use a space between paragraphs. 
7. Sign your e-mail messages. 
8. DO NOT email me hours (24 or less) before something is due to ask me questions 


about it.  You need to stay on task so that I have an appropriate amount of time to 
read the message and respond (generally, that is 48 hours). 


Never assume that your e-mail can be read by no one except yourself; others may be able 
to read or access your mail. Never send or keep anything that you would not mind seeing 
on the evening news. 
 
See these websites for helpful information on how to write professional emails. 
  
How to Email a Professor 
How to Email a Professor 
How to Email Your Professor 
Students: How to email your professor, employer, or professional peers 
How to email your professor: FAQ 
 
 
I will communicate with you through the webcourses sites e-mail to answer questions 
regarding class assignments and exams.  Regarding exams, I will not give exact answers 
for possible exam questions, but rather will provide information to help you find the 
answers. Professional e-mail communication is an important skill that will last beyond 
the class and college experience.  Keep in mind how you want to present yourself through 
e-mail.  In this class our official mode of communication is through email. All 
communication between student and instructor and between student and student should 
be respectful and professional.  
 
Copyright 


This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, 
images, text materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use 
doctrine in order to enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, 
download or distribute these items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for this 
online classroom environment and your use only. All copyright materials are credited to 
the copyright holder. 



http://www.wikihow.com/Email-a-Professor

http://web.wellesley.edu/SocialComputing/Netiquette/netiquetteprofessor.html

https://cms.cerritos.edu/uploads/ifalcon/How_to_Email_your_Professor.pdf

http://chrisblattman.com/2010/11/08/students-how-to-email-to-your-professor-employer-and-professional-peers/

http://www.cwu.edu/~glasbys/EMAIL





  
In addition, the notes, lectures, videos, handouts, etc. provided by the professor are 
owned by the professor and considered intellectual property.  All intellectual property is 
safeguarded by copyright law and is not to be shared, distributed, etc. without the 
professor’s consent. 
 
 
Disability Statement 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations 
for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon 
request. Students who need accommodations must be registered with Student Disability 
Services, Student Resource Center Room 132, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only 
phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting accommodations from the professor. 


 


 


Schedule* 
 
Date 
Range 
 


Due Date 
(11:59 
pm) 
 


Activities & Graded 
Items 


 


Topics 
 
 


1/11 to 
1/28 
 


 Lectures: 1.1 through 1.7 
Textbook: Introduction & 
pages 48-58 
 
 
 


• Foundations of 
Political Science 
Research 


• Theory & Research 
Question 


• Variables & 
Hypotheses 


• Literature Review & 
Library Research 


 
 1/15** 


1/21 
1/21 
 
1/28 
 
 


***Academic Activity 5pm*** 
Introductory Quiz 
Discussion 1: Initial Post 
 
Discussion 1: Reply 
 


 


1/29 to 
2/4 


 Lectures: 2.01 – 2.04 
Textbook: Chapters 1 & 2  
Workbook: Chapters 1-3 
 
 


• Data & 
Measurements 


• Describing 
Variables 



http://www.sds.ucf.edu/

http://www.sds.ucf.edu/





  


 
 2/4 


 
 


Workbook Exercise Question 
Set #1 
 
 


 


2/5 to 
2/18 


 Lectures: 2.05 – 2.07 
Textbook: pages 58-75 
Workbook: Chapters 4 & 5 
 
 


• Means Tests 
• Cross-tabulations 
• Means Tests 
• Cross-tabulations 
• Control variables 


 2/11 
 
2/18 
2/18 
 
 


Discussion 2: Initial Post 
 
Workbook Exercise Question 
Set #2 
Discussion 2: Reply 
 
 


 


2/19 to 
3/3 


 Lectures: 2.08-1.11 
Textbook: Chapters 5 - 7  
Workbook: Chapters 6 & 8 
 
 


• Statistical 
Significance 


• Measures of 
association 


 2/25 
 
3/3 
 
 


Workbook Exercise Question 
Set #3 
 
Mid-Term 
 
 


 


3/4 to 
3/17 


 Lectures: 2.12, 2.13 
Textbook: pages 183-198 
Workbook: Chapter 8 
 


• Correlations 
• Regression   


 3/17 
 
 


Workbook Exercise Question 
Set #4 
 
 


 


3/18 to 
3/31 


 Lecture: 2.14-2.17  
Textbook: pages 198-247 
Workbook: chapters 8 & 9 
 


• Multiple regression 
• Interactions  
 


 3/24 
 
3/31 
 
 


Workbook Exercise Question 
Set #5 
 
Discussion 3: Initial Post 
 
 


 


4/1 to 4/7  Lectures: 3.01 - 3.03 • Research Design 







  


Pollock Textbook: Chapter 4 
 


• Cross-Sectional & 
Time Series 
Analyses 


• Experimental and 
Quasi-Experimental 
Designs 


 4/7 
 
 


Discussion 3: Reply 
 
 


 


4/8 to 
4/21 


 Lectures: 3.04 – 3.12 
Pollock Textbook: Chapter 6 
 
 


• Surveys 
• Sampling 


 


 4/21 
 
 


Article Assessment  
 


 


4/22 to 
4/29 
 
 


 Lectures: 3.13 – 3.19 
 


• Qualitative Research 
• Content Analysis 
• Ethics 


 4/29 
 
 


Final  
 
 


 


 
*NOTES:  
All graded items are due by 11:59 pm on the due date unless otherwise noted. 
All dates and times are subject to change by Professor Vieux. Be informed and routinely 
check the Schedule, Announcements, and Discussions for any changes or updates 
**These items fall on a holiday.  Plan accordingly. 
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CPO4101 - Politics of the European Union 
Anca Turcu  


 


Politics of the European Union  
Spring 2016 


Course Information 


Course Name Politics of the European Union 


Course ID & Section CPO 4101 0W 59 


Credit Hours 3 


Semester/Year Spring 2016 


Location World Wide Web 


Instructor Contact 


Instructor Dr. Anca Turcu 


Office UCF Orlando Campus, Howard Phillips Hall, Office 302N  


Office Hours  
Tuesday and Thursdays 11:00 AM- Noon EST. If you have a scheduling 
conflict, feel free to e-mail me and we can make arrangements for a 
meeting at a different time. 


E-mail 


• Anca.Turcu@ucf.edu 
• You may also e-mail me by using the Canvas e-mail/ messages 


system. I will use that system to send out updates, important messages 
or announcements. If you e-mail me, I will do my best to get back to 
you quickly, but I may take up to 48 hours to respond. Also, please note 
that I do not answer e-mails after business hours or during weekends. 
At the same time, I can only discuss your grades by using Canvas e-
mail, but not via UCF Knights or other e-mail. 



mailto:Anca.Turcu@ucf.edu?subject=CPO3034





Academic and 
Content 
Related 


Questions 


If you have questions about the academic material or class content, do not 
hesitate to contact me! Questions, feedback or comments are all welcome. 
For technical questions please contact Canvas web support. 


 


Course Description 


The class provides an overview of the history, evolution and institutions of the European 
Union. Topics covered include theories of European Integration, EU policies, EU 
enlargement and the current economic crisis. 


Course Objectives 


On completing this course students will be able to: 


1. Describe the main characteristics of the European Union and of several member 
states.  


2. Discuss politics and policy-making in the European Union. 
3. Understand the economic development, institutions and social realities of the European 


Union. 
4. Evaluate the impact of EU enlargement on the union's newest members.  
5. Discuss the causes and impact of the recent economic crisis on EU institutions and 


member states.  


Course Materials 


Required Text: European Union Politics (Palgrave Foundations) by John McCormick, 
2015. Second Edition. ISBN-10: 1137453389 ISBN-13: 978-1137453389 


• Note: Political Science is a very dynamic subject matter. Due to ongoing elections 
and unfolding events, material we study is time sensitive and has to be constantly 
updated with the latest developments. This is why it is imperative that students use 
the textbook editions indicated above. Older editions will not provide the most up to 
date information and might negatively affect your answers and your grades. 


Other Materials: Documentaries and Clips 


For several modules in this class, you will be asked to watch documentaries, clips and other 
multimedia materials. Some of these clips will be available for free online via YouTube, 
PBS.org, TED Talks and other sources. I will provide details about these video materials in 
each individual module and provide you with links or a clear indication where you can find 
the material. Not viewing these clips is not an option, since they are a central part of the 
class and quizzes and the final assignment will draw on these materials quite extensively.  


 







Academic Calendar 


Week    


Intro Week 
(01/11-18) 


Introductory 
Module 


• Introduction and class overview 


 


Syllabus 


Week 1 
(01/18-25) 


Module 1 The European Union: Introduction, 
Overview and Historical Context 


McCormick Ch.3, 4 


Week 2 
(01/25- 02/01) 


Module 2 Treaties of the European Union: 
Establishment and Development 


McCormick Ch. 6, 7, 8 


Week 3 
(02/01- 08) 


Module 3 Theories of European Integration McCormick Ch. 1,2 


Week 4 
(02/08- 15) 


Module 4 European Institutions: Structure; 
The EU Commission 


 


McCormick Ch. 10 


Week 5 
(02/15-22) 


Module 5 The European Parliament; The 
Courts, EU Law 


McCormick Ch. 12, 13 


Week 6 
(02/22-29) 


Module 6 The EU Council McCormick Ch. 11 


Week 7 
(02/29- 03/07) 


Module 7 Managing Resources:  Agricultural 
Policy; Environmental Policy 


 


McCormick Ch. 22 


 


  03/07-14 None Spring Break None 
Week 8 
(03/14-21) 


Module 8 Social, Cohesion and Immigration 
Policy 


McCormick Ch.21, 23 


Week 9 
(03/21-28) 


Module 9 Elections, Referendums and Public 
Opinion in the EU 


 


McCormick Ch.16, 17 


Week 10 
(03/28-04/04) 


Module 10 EU External Relations and EU 
Enlargement 


 


McCormick Ch. 9, 25 


 


Week 11 
(04/04-11) 


Module 11 The Single European Economic 
Community and Economic Policy 


McCormick Ch. 5, 19 


Week 12 
(04/11-18) 


Module 12 The European Union and the 
Economic Crisis 


McCormick Ch. 14 
(only pages 225- 229) 
and Ch. 20 


Week 13 
(04/18-25) 


Final Paper Final Paper Due on 4/25 Complete your Final 
Project by 04/25 


    







 


Due Dates 


Weekly assignments: due weekly (starting with Week 1: 01/20- 26) on 
Monday evenings by 11:59 PM EST EXCEPT for the Introductory Week Spring 
Break Week and Week 13, when there is no weekly assignment. Also, Module 
1 and the weekly assignment for Week 1 will be posted on Tuesday, 01/19 , as 
Monday 01/18, the university will be closed in observance of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day. 


 
                     Final Paper: 


Final Paper requirements will be posted on the class website on Monday, 04/11, 
two weeks prior to the due date. The final paper will be due on Monday, 04/25 
at 11:59 PM. See below for submission details. 


Course Requirements 


Weekly Assignment Twelve weekly assignments (starting with Week 1: 01/19-
25) will test your knowledge of the material from the module covered during 
each week. These weekly assignments may be quizzes (timed), short 
response papers, online discussions or other assignments. Your two lowest 
scoring weekly assignment will be dropped at the end of class, leaving you 
with ten weekly assignment scores, worth 7% of your grade each. That is, 
twelve weekly assignments will make up 70% of your final grade. If you miss a 
weekly assignment, or fail to submit it on time, you will automatically be 
assigned a grade of 0 for that assignment. Assignments will be available, with 
the rest of the content for each module, on the Monday of each week and will 
close by the Monday evening (at 11:59 PM EST), of the following week. If the 
weekly assignment is a quiz, note that quizzes are timed and may be taken 
only once. If the weekly assignment is a written paper, make sure to take all 
necessary measures needed to avoid plagiarism. If you are not sure what 
constitutes plagiarism and how to avoid it, take this UCF library tutorial: 
http://infolit.ucf.edu/students/modules/#article116 Students who cheat, commit 
plagiarism or engage in any other type of dishonest academic behavior will fail 
the class, (will receive an F grade) and will also be subject to disciplinary 
proceedings. Please review the UCF Golden Rule: 
http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/ Please allow for plenty of time to complete 
each weekly assignment, so that you avoid last minute submissions and the 
technical difficulties that sometimes accompany them. Late submission of 
weekly assignment will not be allowed. After the weekly assignment closes, I 
will release grades and correct answers and you will have one week to review 
your answers and let me know if you have questions regarding your grade. 
After that, weekly assignment questions and answers will no longer be visible. 
No weekly assignments will be due for Intro Week and Week 13, as well as 
Spring Break week. Weekly assignments submitted after the due date will be 
given a grade of 0. 







 


Final Paper 


You will have to complete a final paper that will cover numerous topics 
discussed in the various modules. The final paper assignment will be posted 
on 04/11 and you will have until 04/25 at 11:59 PM to complete and submit 
your work. Make sure to take all necessary measures needed to avoid 
plagiarism. If you are not sure what constitutes plagiarism and how to avoid it, 
take this UCF library tutorial: http://infolit.ucf.edu/students/modules/#article116 
Students who plagiarize will receive and automatic FZ grade for the entire 
class. Please allow for plenty of time to complete the assignment, so that you 
avoid last minute submissions and the technical difficulties that sometimes 
accompany them. Assignments submitted late will be penalized by 10 
points/24 hours, up to (but no later than) 72 hours post due date. Assignments 
submitted more than 72 post due date will no longer be accepted. 


Missed Assignments/Make-Ups 


No extensions will be granted if you fail to submit your work due to technical 
difficulties. Should you encounter technical problems, please contact Canvas 
web support. I cannot help you with technical issues. Also, please keep in 
mind that you are solely responsible if you fail to submit a quiz or an 
assignment due to technical difficulties, save for a major natural disaster (i.e. a 
hurricane). In the event of a hurricane, which causes power outages and 
evacuations, do not panic about your online assignments. Your safety and that 
of your family is your first priority. When power is restored, contact me. I will 
work with individual students to determine the best course of action. 
Remember, your professor could be experiencing the same or similar 
problems in the event of a hurricane! Other circumstances, which may be 
considered "unavoidable", include medical emergencies. Pertinent 
documentation, deemed acceptable by the professor, will be required for any 
delayed assignment. If you miss an assignment due to illness, e-mail me 
(scan) an official notification form a doctor or hospital at the latest a week after 
due date, in order to be allowed to make up missed work. 


Evaluation and Grading 


Assignment Percentage of Grade 


Quizzes  70 


Final Paper 30 


Total 100 



http://infolit.ucf.edu/students/modules/





Grading Scale 


Letter Grade Points 


A 93 – 100 


A- 90 – 92 


B+ 87 – 89 


B 83 – 86 


B- 80 – 82 


C+ 77 – 79 


C 73 – 76 


C- 70 – 72 


D+ 67 – 69 


D 63 – 66 


D- 60 – 62 


F 59 and below 


Grading Formula 


(final paper *.30) + [(sum of twelve highest scoring quizzes/12) *.70]= final 
grade 


Attendance Policy 


This course is web-based, fully online and considered a "W" course. Students 
are expected to fully participate in all online activities and to complete all 
assignments by the due dates. 







Participation and a timely completion of work and assignments are both 
considered similar to attendance in a face-to-face class. Assignments that are 
not turned into Canvas by the due date, will receive 0 points. 


Federal Financial Aid Requirement  


UCF must comply with a federal financial aid regulation that states that in 
order to receive federal aid, students must be actively academically engaged 
(according to a federal definition) in each course in which they are enrolled. All 
faculty are required to document students' academic activity at the beginning 
of each course. Without verification of this engagement, students will not 
receive their aid. 


In order to document that you began this course, you will have to submit the 
student introduction, opened under "discussions". Make sure you do so by no 
later than January 15th. Failure to do so may result in a delay in the 
disbursement of your financial aid, or will mean that you will not receive your 
aid. A bonus for completing the student introduction post is the fact that you 
will receive 2 points extra credit added to your grade for the first quiz of the 
semester. 


Academic Honesty 


Students must demonstrate a high level of responsibility and academic 
honesty. Because the value of an academic degree depends upon the 
absolute integrity of the work done by the student for that degree, it is 
imperative that a student demonstrate a high standard of individual honor in 
his or her scholastic work. 


Scholastic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, statements, acts or 
omissions related to applications for enrollment or the award of a degree, 
and/or the submission as one’s own work or material that is not one’s own. As 
a general rule, scholastic dishonesty involves one of the following acts: 
cheating, plagiarism, self-plagiarism, collusion and/or falsifying academic 
records. 


If you are not sure what constitutes plagiarism and how to avoid it, take the 
UCF library tutorial. 


Students who cheat, plagiarize, falsify records or practice any other form of 
academic dishonesty will receive an automatic FZ grade for the class. 


Student Accessibility Statement 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable 
accommodations for all persons who need accessibility assistance. This 
syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students who need 







accessibility accommodations in this course must contact the professor at the 
beginning of the semester to discuss needed accommodations. No 
accommodations will be provided until the student has met with the professor 
to request accommodations. Students who need accommodations must be 
registered with Student Accessibility Services, http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/  
Student Resource Center Room 132, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only 
phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting accommodations from the professor. 


Copyright 


This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video 
clips, images, text materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to 
the Fair Use doctrine in order to enhance the learning environment. Please do 
not copy, duplicate, download or distribute these items. The use of these 
materials is strictly reserved for this online classroom environment and your 
use only. All copyright materials are credited to the copyright holder. 


Third-Party Software and FERPA 


During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services 
and/or software applications sometimes called third-party software such as a 
blog or wiki. While some of these could be required assignments, you need 
not make any personally identifying information on a public site. Do not post or 
provide any private information about yourself or your classmates. Where 
appropriate you may use a pseudonym or nickname. Some written 
assignments posted publicly may require personal reflection/comments, but 
the assignments will not require you to disclose any personally identity-
sensitive information. If you have any concerns about this, please contact your 
instructor. 


Religious Holidays 


The University of Central Florida welcomes diversity of religious beliefs and 
practices, recognizing the contributions differing experiences and viewpoints 
can bring to the community. There may be times when an academic or work 
requirement conflicts with religious observances and practices. If that 
happens, students may request reasonable accommodation of their religious 
practices. In all cases, you must put your request in writing and present it to 
the instructor at the beginning of the semester. The instructor or supervisor will 
review the situation in an effort to provide a reasonable accommodation when 
possible to do so without fundamentally altering a course or creating an undue 
burden for the department. 


 


 



http://www.sds.ucf.edu/

http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/





E-mail Protocols 


E-mail will be an integral part of this course. Make sure you: Check your e-mail 
at least once every 48 hours during regular business hours (more often is 
better). 


Be patient. Don't expect an immediate response when you send a message. 
Generally, two days is considered reasonable amount of time to receive a 
reply. Please not that your professor only checks and answers to e-mails 
during regular business hours. 


Include Subject headings: use something that is descriptive and refer to a 
particular assignment or topic. 


Be courteous and considerate. Being honest and expressing yourself freely is 
very important, but being considerate of others online is just as important as in 
the classroom. 


Make every effort to be clear. Online communication lacks the nonverbal cues 
that fill in much of the meaning in face-to-face communication. 


Do not use all caps. This makes the message very hard to read and is 
considered shouting. Check spelling, grammar, and punctuation (you may 
want to compose in a word processor, then cut and paste the message into 
the discussion or e-mail). 


Break up large blocks of text into paragraphs and use a space between 
paragraphs. 


Sign your e-mail messages. 


Never assume that your e-mail can be read by no one except yourself; others 
may be able to read or access your mail. Never send or keep anything that 
you would mind seeing on the evening news. 


Disclaimer 


Please note that the academic calendar, policies, procedures and 
assignments listed in this syllabus are subject to change at the discretion of 
the professor.  
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UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL FLORIDA 


U.S. GOVERNMENT  


POS 2041 


COURSE SYLLABUS 


Spring 2016 


Dr. Bruce Farcau 


 
I.  Textbook (Required) 


 


O’Connor, Karen, Sabato, Larry, and Yanus Alixandra, American Government:  Roots 


and Reform.  2012 or latest edition. 


  


II.  Office hours:  MWF 0800-0900, adjunct office, 3rd floor of Phillips Hall, or by 


appointment.  The instructor can also be reached at bfarcau@msn.com. 


 


III.  Course Description 


 


POS 2041 


U.S. GOVERNMENT 


Theory, organization, principles and function of national government, stressing 


relationships of individual to all levels of government in the political system.  This course 


includes a learning activity designed to ensure competence in the basic use of computers.   


 


IV.  Test and Grading Policy 


 


 A.  There will be three (3) exams, none of which will be comprehensive.  Each 


exam is worth 25% of the final grade.  If a student misses either of the first two exams, a 


make-up can be arranged, but it should be understood that the make-up will be graded at 


a much higher standard and will not offer “bonus” points available during the scheduled 


test.  Make-up tests (a take-home version of each test will be available consisting of essay 


questions only which will be graded at a harder level than in-class) must be turned in 


within one week of the original test date.  There will be NO make-ups given for the final 


test but a take-home version will still be available.  Each in –class exam will consist of a 


number of multiple choice questions (usually about 25) and one or more essay questions 


for which the student is expected to construct a coherent, complete answer.  The student 


will have some option as to which essay questions to answer (for example:  Select one 


question out of three provided.)  Bonus (extra credit) questions may be offered based on 


current events for the in-class tests.  Tests will be based on the text and explanations of 


that material provided in lecture.  Take-home tests are not to be considered research 


papers and require no citations but should demonstrate the student’s understanding of the 


basic themes raised by the questions. 


 


 B.  A term paper of from 8-10 pages of text (typed, double-spaced, with standard 


margins and Times New Roman 12-point font, with page numbers) besides any 



mailto:bfarcau@msn.com





illustrations, bibliography, and footnotes.  The paper will be on any subject related to 


American government and politics, but the topic should be cleared with the instructor no 


later than February 26th.  There should be an analysis of the pros and cons of the issue 


making use of sources on both sides and a discussion of the results of the legislation or 


decision. The paper should draw on at least five sources, including at least one from the 


internet (but some books as well), but not including the course text or general 


encyclopedias.  As a rule of thumb, sources that do not include an author’s name are not 


acceptable.  The idea is to demonstrate that the student has learned something about the 


topic beyond what is contained in the class text.  Direct quotes should be kept to a 


minimum.  The paper will be worth 25% of your grade.  The term paper will be due on or 


before April 1st (in hard copy only.)  Papers will still be accepted on or before April 8th 


for a 10-point penalty.  Late papers will still be accepted by April 15th, but will suffer a 


25-point penalty, but no papers will be accepted after that date. 


 


 C.  Extra credit:  Students will have the opportunity to earn up to 10 point to be 


added to any test grade by writing a 4-page, typed report on any of the books on the list 


provided (3 pages summarizing the book, and one page of the student’s opinion of it.)  


Students are welcome to offer additional titles of politically related books for approval as 


well.  This will be due by April 15th.  No papers will be accepted after that date. 


 


 D.  Each test (modified for extra credit) and the term paper are all worth the same 


weight toward the final grade.  The percentage grade on each test will be averaged to 


result in the final grade.  The grade scale will be: 


   


  59 below = F 


  60-69      = D 


  70-79      = C 


  80-89      = B 


  90 above = A 


 


V.  Competencies 


 


 Students will learn to analyze information about the American political system 


and relate it to current events under discussion.  They will be able to argue and explain 


their conclusions about political events.  Students will learn to recognize tactics of 


persuasion used by politicians and to evaluate their points of view.  Students will learn to 


express their views both in writing and orally and defend their positions when questioned.  


Students will be able to apply what they have learned in daily life, both when reading 


about political events and when exercising their rights and responsibilities as citizens. 


 


SCHEDULE 


(Subject to Change – Note that specific dates for tests are not given) 


 


WEEK     TOPIC    TEXT CHAPTER 


 


1        Logical Thinking  N/A 







      


2     Theory of Government 1 


         


3     The Constitution   2 


      


     


 


4     Federalism    3   


   


5     Civil Liberties   4 


 


6      Civil Rights   5 


 


    FIRST TEST 


 


7     Congress   6 


 


8     Presidency   7 


Bureaucracy   8 


 


9     SPRING BREAK 


 


10     The Judiciary   9 


 


     SECOND TEST 


 


11     Public Opinion  10 


     Media    14 


      


12     Interest Groups  15 


 


13     Political Parties  11 


 


14     Election Campaigns  12-13 


 


15     Political Economy  17 


     Welfare   16 


 


16     Foreign and Defense Policy 18 


        


       


     THIRD TEST (Finals week) 


 


STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES: 


 







 A.  Students are expected to attend every class, barring illness or true emergency.  


It is unlikely that a good grade can be earned without regular attendance in class.  It is the 


responsibility of the student to obtain lecture notes from another student in case of need. 


 


 B.  Punctuality:  Classes will start promptly as scheduled.  If arriving late, please 


enter as discreetly as possible.  Do not leave until class is dismissed. 


 


 C.  Courtesy:  Beepers and cell phones should be turned off during class.  There 


should be no eating or drinking during class.  Any questions should be directed to the 


instructor, and the only other talking should be in response to questions from the 


instructor or at his direction.  


 


 D.  Cheating:  All written work should be your own.  Plagiarizing on term papers 


or otherwise cheating on tests will result in an automatic F grade for the entire course. 


 


 


FURTHER READING FOR EXTRA CREDIT PROJECT 


 


Anonymous, Primary Colors (novel) 


Bork, Robert H., The Tempting of America:  The Political Seduction of the Law 


Caro, Robert A., The Path to Power:  The Years of Lyndon Johnson 


Ceaser, James W., The Perfect Tie:  The True Story of the 2000 Presidential Election 


Coulter, Ann, Treason, High Crimes and Misdemeanors 


Crichton, Michael, State of Fear (novel) 


Evans, M. Stanton, Blacklisted by History 


Goldberg, Bernard, Bias 


Granger, Bill, Lords of the Last Machine:  The Story of Politics in Chicago 


Greenstein, Fred I., The Presidential Difference: Leadership Style from FDR to Clinton 


Halberstam, David, The Best and the Brightest 


Hayek, Frederick, The Road to Serfdom 


Kissinger, Henry, Does America Need a Foreign Policy? 


Kurtz, Howard, Spin Cycle:  Inside the Clinton Propaganda Machine 


Levin, Mark, Men in Black 


Moore, Michael, Stupid White Men 


McCullough, David, Truman 


Olson, Barbara, The Final Days 


O’Rourke, P. J. , Parliament of Whores, Eat the Rich 


Ravitch, Diane, Left Back 


Riker, William H., The Art of Political Manipulation 


Saffire, William, Scandalmonger (novel) 


Sammon, Bill, At Any Cost:  How Al Gore Tried to Steal the Election 


Schlessinger, Arthur, The Thousand Days 


Shlaes, Amity, The Forgotten Man 


Smith, Hedrick, The Power Game 


Tocqueville, Alexis de, Democracy in America (either volume) 


Woodward, Robert, All the President’s Men, Plan of Attack,  The Choice,  The Brethren 








PUP 4003W American Public Policy 


Spring 2016 Syllabus 


Contact Information 


Instructor: Dr. Aubrey Jewett 


Office: Phillips Hall 302 E 


Office Hours: Online by e-mail or in person T or R 10:00 a.m. to12:00 p.m. 


Phone: Political Science Main Office 407-823-2608; Direct Office Line 407-823-6030 


E-mail: aubrey.jewett@ucf.edu 


Course Description 


Public policy is whatever government chooses to do or not to do. In American Public Policy we 
will seek to understand policymaking in the United States. We will focus on how policy is made, 


how it can be studied and the substantive issues that policy makers are debating today. 
There are at least eight models of public policy that we will examine: institutional, 
process, rational, incremental, group, elite, public choice and game theory. Policy areas 
to be studied include criminal justice, health and welfare, education, economic, tax, 
trade and immigration, environmental and energy, civil rights, defense and homeland 
security. 


Goals 


1. Students will understand basic facts, definitions and concepts related to public policy, 
policy analysis and policy evaluation. 


2. Students will describe and apply eight models of policy analysis. 


3. Students will trace and analyze the major steps in the formal policy making process. 


4. Students will learn the background, current situation, and outlook regarding a variety 
of substantive public policy areas. 


5. Students will compare and contrast opposing views concerning issues for debate in 
American public policy. 


6. Students will evaluate current policy problems and formulate their own views on 
critical issues. 







Required Texts 


1. Our main text is the 15th edition of Tom Dye’s Understanding Public Policy. It is 
available in print and electronic versions. 
 
Reference in American Political Science Association (APSA) style: 
 
Dye, Thomas R. 2017. Understanding Public Policy,15th ed. Upper Saddle River, NJ: 
Pearson.  
 
ISBN-13: 9780134169972 
ISBN-10: 0134169972 
 


 


 


The 15th edition of the book is brand new but will be available (or may already be 
available) at the on campus and off campus book stores and online.  


2. You do not need to buy a 2nd text. However we will be reading a number of reports 
from the CQ Researcher website/database. If you are accessing from the UCF on-
campus network you can go directly to http://library.cqpress.com/cqresearcher/ and 
then click on Browse Reports (By Date). If you are accessing from off campus you will 
need to log in to the UCF library system at http://library.ucf.edu/ by clicking on the tab in 
the top right that says “UCF Sign In” and making your choice for log in and entering your 
information and then click on Databases (under the Quicksearch tab) and then search 
for and then click on CQ Researcher Plus Archive and then Browse Reports (By Date).  


Evaluation 


8 Modules – 100% of your total grade. Each module consists of 2 graded activities: 
Chapter Quiz and CQ Policy Analysis & Discussion. Each module will usually cover 2 



http://library.cqpress.com/cqresearcher/

http://library.ucf.edu/





chapters from the Dye text and 2 articles from the CQ reader. You will have about two 
week to do each module. 


Chapter Quiz – 40% of total grade. Each quiz will usually have 50 questions 
covering material from the text and the CQ researcher articles. You will normally have 
60 minutes to take the quiz. You may take the quiz a second time to improve your 
score. The questions are drawn from a larger quiz bank I have constructed so while a 
few questions may be the same on a 2nd attempt, most will be different. You should read 
the chapters and articles before starting the quiz as you will not have time to look up 
every answer. All 6 quizzes count towards your final grade and except for extraordinary 
circumstances I will not reopen a quiz after it closes. 


CQ Policy Analysis & Discussion – 60% of total grade. I will put you in small 
groups for the online discussion based on your last name. CQ Policy Analysis & 
Discussion will include several steps. First you will read two articles from the CQ 
Research database. Then using a template I provide for each article you will give 
opposing positions on a number of current policy questions, update information from the 
readings and explain how it relates to one of the questions, and give your opinion and 
explain why you believe the way you do for each of the policy questions. Your answer 
for each article each week will be between 900 and 1200 words (thus you will write 
1800-2400 words each week analyzing the two articles). You will upload this paper 
using the assignment function and also paste it into your discussion group.  


Finally you must engage in discussion with your fellow classmates by responding 
to their comparisons and contrast and current event. The discussion will require a 
minimum of three postings each week: the initial posting of your paper and then at least 
two postings responding to your fellow students. You should attempt to engage in 
professional college level discussion with your classmates. Highest grades go to 
students who exceed my expectations for quantity and quality of their papers and their 
discussion with classmates. Two additional postings is the minimum to get a C on that 
part of the assignment. You will need a total of 8 or more (depending on quality and 
length) additional postings to get the highest possible score on discussing with 
classmates. 


 To grade CQ Policy Analysis & Discussion I have developed a rubric. Each CQ 
Policy Analysis & Discussion is worth up to 100 points: 40 points for writing on the first 
article, 40 points for writing on the 2nd article, and 20 points for discussing things with 
your classmates. In addition there will be a 10 point penalty for each day the initial 
posting is late. So 10 points off for one day late and 20 points off for two days late and 
then the module closes. Once the module closes you will not be able to post further and 
I will not accept your postings. 


Policies 


1. If you have questions about the course of a general nature do not e-mail me initially. 
Instead post your question in the Discussions section of the web site. Once in 







Discussions section select the topic “Questions for Professor Jewett” and then click in 
the “Reply” box and type in your question and then hit “Post Reply.” You may have to 
wait up to 48 hours for a response but I am usually much quicker than that. You should 
review this section before asking your question as someone else may have already 
asked it. Of course if your problem is personal (grade related for instance) or involves 
not being able to get on the site (and hence unable to get to Discussions) feel free to e-
mail me at my normal e-mail address. 


2. If you would like to seek the help of fellow students go to Discussions and select the 
topic “Students Seeking Help from Students” and post your question as above. This can 
be a technical question about computer problems or a subject matter question. I will 
give extra credit to students who help others! 


3. Online courses require students to be self-motivated and do work on a regular basis 
without being reminded of assignments and due dates. The average student can expect 
to put in at least 12-15 hours a module on this course if they want to do well. You will be 
reading 2 chapters from the main text and 2 articles from the reader each week. You 
can also expect that you will write 2500 words a week or more (counting initial postings 
and discussions with others) if you want to do well. 


4. Late assignments will not be accepted once a quiz, discussion or module closes (as 
mentioned above I will take your initial paper posting on discussion late with a 10 point 
per day penalty but once the module closes that will be it). Do not wait until the last 
minute to do assignments. Computer problems and Internet connection problems will 
happen. They are not acceptable excuses for missing due dates and deadlines. Due 
times for graded assignments are usually 11 pm Eastern Standard Time. I give a 59 
minute grace period until 11:59 pm before I start assessing the late penalty. 


5. I will drop your two lowest CQ Policy Analysis & Discussion scores when I compute 
your final grade. Since I am not accepting late assignments after a module closes this 
will provide you a measure of protection should something happen that prevents you 
from writing a paper (computer glitch, illness, vacation etc.) or should you do poorly on a 
paper and want to improve. I will not drop any quiz scores, so you must do all 8 quizzes. 


6. I follow and enforce the UCF policies pertaining to academic honesty and integrity 
and expect professional student conduct. See the UCF policies established in the 
Golden Rule (http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/) if you are unfamiliar (particularly the 
section on Academic Conduct). 


7. Students registered with UCF Disability Services (http://sds.sdes.ucf.edu/) will be 
given accommodation as determined by UCF Disability Services. 


Grading Scale 


This class is on a 10 point grading scale with no plus minus grades. 



http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/
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100-90 A (Outstanding or excellent work) 


89-80 B (Good, above average work) 


79-70 C (Average work) 


69-60 D (Below average, poor work) 


59-0 F (Unacceptable work or missed assignment) 


Assignment Due Dates 


Academic Engagement Assignment Required by Federal Regulations: 
Pretest due by Friday 1/15 at 5:00 pm EST. 


Faculty members are required to document students' academic activity at the beginning 
of each course. In order to document that you began this course, please complete the 
following academic activity by the end of the first week of classes, or as soon as 
possible after adding the course, but no later than Friday January 15 5:00 pm EST. 
Failure to do so will result in a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid. 


Go to Quizzes and click on “Pretest” and then “Take the Quiz.” You have 1 hour to take 
the pretest. Please do not study beforehand or look up answers when taking the pretest 
– if you do not know the answer then just make your best guess. I want to get an honest 
assessment of how much you know about the course material before we get started (so 
please do not just take 2 minutes for the whole quiz and randomly hit answers either – 
actually read the questions and see if you know the answer). Once you answer all the 
questions hit “Submit Quiz.” 


Module 1 Policy Analysis and Evaluation: Quiz due by Monday  1/18 at 11 pm; Initial 
discussion posting due by Tuesday 1/19 at 11 pm; additional postings due by, and 
module closes on, Thursday 1/21 11:00 pm 


PLEASE NOTE: JUST BECAUSE SOME DUE DATES MAY FALL OVER THE MARTIN 
LUTHER KING DAY HOLIDAY DOES NOT MEAN YOU HAVE TO WAIT UNTIL THEN 
TO DO THE ASSIGNMENT! 


For Module 1 please read: 


Dye chapters 1 Policy Analysis and 4 Policy Evaluation 


CQ articles Transgender Rights (December 11, 2015) and Domestic Violence 
(November 15, 2013) 







Module 2 Policy Models and Process: Quiz due by Monday 2/1 at 11 pm; Initial 
discussion posting due by Tuesday 2/2 at 11 pm; additional postings due by, and 
module closes on, Thursday 2/4 11:00 pm 


For Module 2 please read: 


Dye chapters 2 Models of Politics and 3 The Policymaking Process 


CQ articles Regulating Lobbying (June 6, 2014) and Presidential Power (March 6, 2015) 


Module 3 Criminal Justice and Civil Rights Policy: Quiz due by Monday 2/15 at 11 
pm; Initial discussion posting due by Tuesday 2/16 at 11 pm; additional postings due by, 
and module closes on, Thursday 2/18 11:00 pm 


For Module 3 please read: 


Dye chapters 6 Criminal Justice and 14 Civil Rights 


CQ articles Racial Conflict (January 8, 2016) and Religious Freedom (January 1, 2016) 


Module 4 Health and Welfare Policy: Quiz due by Monday 2/29 at 11 pm; Initial 
discussion posting due by Tuesday 3/1 at 11 pm; additional postings due by, and 
module closes on, Thursday 3/3 11:00 pm 


For Module 4 please read: 


Dye chapters 7 Welfare and 8 Health Care 


CQ articles Fighting Urban Poverty (July 17, 2015) and Reforming Veterans Health 
Care (November 21, 2014) 


Withdrawal Deadline Tuesday 6/23 11:59 pm 


Module 5 Federalism and Education Policy: Quiz due by Monday 3/14 at 11 pm; 
Initial discussion posting due by Tuesday 3/15 at 11 pm; additional postings due by, and 
module closes on, Thursday 3/17 11:00 pm 


PLEASE NOTE: JUST BECAUSE SOME MODULE DUE DATES MAY FALL OVER OR 
NEAR THE SPRING BREAK HOLIDAY (3/7-3/12) DOES NOT MEAN YOU HAVE TO 
DO THE ASSIGNMENT DURING SPRING BREAK! I STRONGLY ENCOURAGE YOU 
TO FINISH THE WEEK BEFORE OR DO IT AFTER THE BREAK! 


For Module 5 please read: 


Dye chapters 5 American Federalism and 9 Education 







CQ articles Greek Life on Campus (November 20, 2015) and Free Speech on Campus 
(May 8, 2015) 


Withdrawal Deadline: Wednesday 3/23 11:59 p.m. 


Module 6 Economic and Tax Policy: Quiz due by Monday 3/28 at 11 pm; Initial 
discussion posting due by Tuesday 3/29 at 11 pm; additional postings due by, and 
module closes on, Thursday 3/31 11:00 pm 


For Module 6 please read: 


Dye chapters 10 Economic Policy and 11 Tax Policy 


CQ articles Marijuana Industry (October 16, 2015) and Nonprofit Groups and Partisan 
Politics (November 14, 2014) 


Module 7 Trade, Immigration, Energy and Environmental Policy: Quiz due by 
Monday 4/11 at 11 pm; Initial discussion posting due by Tuesday 4/12 at 11 pm; 
additional postings due by, and module closes on, Thursday 4/14 11:00 pm 


For Module 7 please read: 


Dye chapters 12 International Trade and Immigration and 13 Energy and Environment 


CQ articles Immigrant Detention (October 23, 2015) and Air Pollution and Climate 
Change (November 13, 2015) 


Module 8 Foreign, Defense and Homeland Security Policy: Quiz due by Monday 
4/25 at 11 pm; Initial discussion posting due by Tuesday 4/26 at 11 pm; additional 
postings due by, and module closes on, Thursday 4/28 11:00 pm 


For Module 8 please read: 


Dye chapters 15 Defense Policy and 16 Homeland Security 


CQ articles Restoring Ties with Cuba (June 12, 2015) and Intelligence Reform (May 29, 
2015) 


Fall Term Ends: Wednesday May 4 


Getting Started 


Go to the home page, go to Quizzes and click on “Pretest” and then “Take the Quiz” (as 
described above to document your participation in the course). After that, to begin the 
graded part of the course, click on Modules and then read and follow the instructions for 
Module 1: Policy Analysis and Evaluation. 
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Instructor Contact: 


Instructor  
Dr. Terri Susan Fine 
Professor of Political Science 
Associate Director, Lou Frey Institute of Politics and Government 


Office  
Main office:  Political science department (Phillips Hall 302K)  
Second office:  Lou Frey Institute (Orlando Tech Center, 12443 Research Parkway, 400 
Building, Suite 406) 


Office 
Hours  


Tuesday 11-3pm (Phillips Hall 302K) 
By appointment (Phillips Hall 302K and Lou Frey Institute) 
 
Office hours cancelled the week of March 7 for spring break. 
 
Office hours may be moved during certain weeks so that I can attend professional conferences 
and support the Lou Frey Institute.   
 
Note:  Appointments available in the political science department, at the Lou Frey Institute in 
the Research Park (easy parking and no parking permit needed).  The #9 UCF Shuttle will take 
you there (Stop #2 —Florida Institute of Government stop), or we can meet by telephone.  
 
Appointments are readily available and flexible—feel free to ask for a meeting as the need 
arises.   


Phone  407-823-2081 (Political Science Department) 
407-823-3636 (Lou Frey Institute) 


Course mail Available through the “inbox” function on the course home page upper right. Contacting me 
through the course insures no SPAM and faster responses.   


Personal e-mail 


terri.fine@ucf.edu 
 
Note: E-mail to this personal account is to be used for emergencies only (i.e. if you have no 
Internet access);  
 
All regular communication must go through the course “inbox” function. Non-emergency e-
mail submitted to my personal account will not receive a response.  


Course page 
Available through Webcourses2@ucf at: 


https://webcourses2c.instructure.com  
 
 
 
 
 



mailto:terri.fine@ucf.edu

https://webcourses2c.instructure.com/
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Course Description: 


This course will look at religion and politics in the United States from three 
interrelated perspectives: 
 
a) What are the theoretical religious foundations for the founding of the United States?  
What does it mean to be a democracy devoted to religious freedom when those founders 
are members of the same religious group and the founding of the country was based on 
religious motivations including escaping religious persecution? 
 
b)  What are the core religion-based public policies in effect or under consideration in the 
United States?  How does the policy making and implementation process work in the 
U.S. to bring about religion-based policy?  What constitute the core intra-state and inter-
state conflicts surrounding these religion based public policies or policy proposals?    
 
c) How does religion motivate and impact political behavior in the United States? How 
does religion impact who has political power?  How does religion motivate power-
seeking behavior in the United States? 
 
Why look at the United States? 
 
The United States was founded by homogeneous religious groups seeking refuge from 
religious persecution.  The U.S. claims to be a democracy while at the same time it is 
clear that one religious orientation dominates its political system.  Religion is also a 
prime motivator and influence on political behavior and, as a result, how the political 
system functions, including party structures, electoral outcomes, campaign strategies, 
voter mobilization and other grassroots efforts, are all affected by religious commitments.  


Course Goals: The primary goals of this course are to understand the relationship 
between religion and politics in democratic theocracies from four core perspectives:  
theoretical orientations, mass-level participation, elite behavior, and public policy.  The 
course will focus on these factors in the United States.    
 
Course Objectives:  At the end of this course, you will be able to develop approaches to 
analyzing the relationship between religion and politics in democratic theocracies, and 
critique the role that religion plays in mass-level participation, elite behavior and public 
policy.  You will also be able to evaluate how religion and politics affects and is affected 
by political and electoral institutions. 


Assigned Readings 


Course Text: The course text is:  Religion and Politics in the United States (7th edition) 
by Kenneth Wald and Allison Calhoun-Brown.  Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, Inc.; 
ISBN-10: 1442225548 or ISBN-13: 978-1442225541 
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Note:  It is critically important that you purchase the 7th edition, and not an earlier 
edition.  This text is available on Kindle.   
 
Additional Readings:  
 
The readings are available on the course home page; only these readings may be used to 
complete course assignments. 
 
The Declaration of Independence of the United States of America 
The United States Constitution (Amendments 1 and 14) 
 
Danbury Baptist Association Letter to Thomas Jefferson (October 7, 1801) 
Thomas Jefferson Letter to the Danbury Baptist Association (January 1, 1802) 
Thomas Jefferson, “A Bill for Establishing Religious Freedom” (1786) 
 
U.S. Supreme Court Case Opinions: 
 
The U.S. Supreme Court case opinions are available on the course home page; only these 
opinions may be used to complete course assignments. 
 
Church of the Lukumi Babal U Aye, Inc. v. City of Hialeah, Florida 91 U.S. 948 (1993) 
Davis v. Beason 133 U.S. 333 (1898) 
Dred Scott v. Sandford 60 U.S. 393 (1856) 
Engel v. Vitale 370 U.S. 421 (1962) 
Heffron v. International Society for Krishna Consciousness 452 U.S. 640 (1981) 
Kiryas Joel School District v. Grumet 512 U.S. 637 (1994) 
Lemon v. Kurtzman 403 U.S. 602 (1971) 
Locke v. Davey 540 U.S. 712 (2004) 
Reynolds v. U.S. 98 U.S. 1456 (1878) 
West Virginia Board of Education v. Barnette 319 U.S. 124 (1943) 
Wisconsin v. Yoder 406 U.S. 205 (1972) 


Assessment 


Grades will be based on several Internet Learning Modules, discussions, and quizzes.  
The entire course will be conducted on-line; there will be no on-campus meetings.    


Grades will be determined as follows: 


Internet Learning Modules (8) 250 points each 


Quizzes (12) 
(Note:  The syllabus quiz score is not factored 
into the overall quiz score or the final grade) 


100 points each 
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Discussions (6) 100 points each 


 


Grading Procedures 


Final grades are based on the overall accumulated points.  Numerical grades compute into 
letter grades as follows: 
 
Letter Grade Accumulated Points 
A 3300 and higher 
A- 3200-3299 
B+ 3100-3199 
B 3000-3099 
B- 2900-2999 
C+ 2800-2899 
C 2700-2799 
C- 2600-2699 
D+ 2500-2599 
D 2400-2499 
D- 2300-2399 
F 2299 and lower 


Assignment Specifications 


Assignment Type Specifications 
Chapter Quizzes 1.Chapter quizzes are open for one week before the deadline  


2.Quizzes are due no later than 11pm on the due date 


3.Two attempts are provided for each quiz; the higher of the two 
scores, whether the first or second attempt, will count toward your 
overall quiz grade (and not the average of the two).    


Discussions 1.  All discussion submissions are due no later than 11pm on the 
due date. 


2.  Discussions are completed in three parts.  The first part is a two 
paragraph response (at least three substantial sentences per 
paragraph) to the question posted on the course discussion board.  
Each paragraph must include at least three substantial sentences.  
The response to the question on the course discussion board is 
called the “Initial Posting”.  The Initial Posting requires at least 
two cited quotes from the assigned course readings to be eligible 
for credit. 
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3.  The second and third parts of the discussions are one paragraph 
(at least three substantial sentences per paragraph) responses to at 
least two other Initial Posting responses posted by your student 
colleagues in the class.  These are the “Response Postings”.   


4. A professional presentation is critically important.  Five or more 
typographical errors for any full discussion (the Initial Posting and 
the two Response Postings) will result in no credit earned for that 
discussion. 


5.  Discussion credit is earned (full credit for the discussion) or not 
earned (no credit for the discussion).  Partial credit is not awarded 
for any discussion.     


6.  To earn discussion credit, complete the Initial Posting and the 
two Response Postings, cite and proofread as assigned, cohere to 
paragraph length requirements, and submit the discussion on time.     


Internet Learning 
Modules 


Rubrics are provided at the end of each module.   


 
All assignments are due on the day and time posted; late assignments may be submitted 
with prior arrangement with the instructor and submission of documentation explaining 
the emergency that prevented submitting the assignment on time.  The instructor must be 
notified within 48 hours of the missed assignment (unless doing so is impossible and the 
reason is documented) in order to be eligible to submit that assignment late.  Granting 
extensions on assignments is solely up to the discretion of the instructor.      


Recorded Final Grades 


This course utilizes plus/minus grading. The recorded final grade will be one of the 
following: A, A-, B+, B, B-, C+, C, C-, D+, D, D-, F. There will be no A+, F+ or F-.  
 
Grade Grade Points Grade Grade Points 
A 4.0 C 2.0 
A- 3.75 C- 1.75 
B+ 3.25 D+ 1.25 
B 3.0 D 1.00 
B- 2.75 D- .75 
C+ 2.25 F 0 


Grading and Assessment Rubric 


Assessment Course Objectives Met 
Internet Learning Modules  Analyze the relationship between religion and politics in 
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democratic theocracies 


Critique the role that religion plays in mass-level participation, 
elite behavior and public policy 


Evaluate how religion and politics affects and is affected by 
political and electoral institutions. 


Quizzes Understand how religion and politics affects and is affected by 
political and electoral institutions. 


Asynchronous Discussions Analyze the relationship between religion and politics in 
democratic theocracies 


Critique the role that religion plays in mass-level participation, 
elite behavior and public policy 


Evaluate how religion and politics affects and is affected by 
political and electoral institutions 


Student Code of Conduct: 


The Golden Rule: 


Students must follow the University standards for personal and academic conduct as 
outlined in The Golden Rule. Students are apprised when they are accepted at the 
University that they must be aware of and follow these policies of conduct. See 
http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/ for details. 


Policy on Academic Dishonesty: 


Academic dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated. Please make certain that all 
assignments and examinations are completed individually and that these assignments are 
completed for this course only. Please let me know if you have questions about this 
policy. 


Disability Access Statement:    


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations 
for all persons with disabilities.  This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon 
request.  Students who need accommodations must be registered with Student Disability 
Services, Student Resource Center Room 132, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only 
phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting accommodations from the professor. 


Changes in the syllabus and/or schedule may be made at any time during the term. A 
revised syllabus may be issued at my discretion. Readings and assignments should be 
completed for the day listed. 







 8 


Please contact me if you have any problems about the reading load, tips on getting the 
most from your reading, or the course in general. My office hours are listed above.   


Schedule 


Class Week Assigned Reading Assignments/Notes/Announcements 


 Ethnic Democracy in the United 
States 


 


January 11-
January 15 


Course Syllabus 
  


Syllabus Quiz due 1/15 11pm 
 
Note:  The syllabus quiz will not count 
toward your final grade.  However, all 
students must complete the Syllabus 
Quiz in order to fulfill federal financial 
aid requirements.     


January 18-
January 22 


Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 
1 
Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 
2 


Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 1 quiz 
due 1/20 11pm 
Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 2 quiz 
due 1/20 11pm 
 
Discussion One Initial and Response 
Postings due 1/22 11pm 


January 25-
January 29 


Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 
3 
Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 
4 


Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 3 Quiz 
due 1/27 11pm 
Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 4 Quiz 
due 1/27 11pm 
 
Internet Learning Module “Philanthropy” 
due 1/29 11pm 


 The First Amendment, State 
Government, and the United 
States Supreme Court 


 


February 1-
February 5  


The Declaration of Independence 
of the United States of America 
 
The United States 
Constitution/Amendments 1 and 14 
 
“Letter from the Danbury Baptist 
Association to Thomas Jefferson” 
(October 7, 1801) 
 


Internet Learning Module “Thomas 
Jefferson” due 2/5 11pm 
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“Jefferson’s Letter to the Danbury 
Baptists” (January 1, 1802)   
 
Thomas Jefferson, “A Bill for 
Establishing Religious Freedom”  


February 8-
February 12 


Dred Scott v. Sandford 60 U.S. 393 
(1856) 


Discussion Two Initial and Response 
Postings due 2/12 11pm 


February 15-
February 19 


Locke v. Davey 540 U.S. 712 
(2004) 


Discussion Three Initial and Response 
Postings due 2/19 11pm 
 
Internet Learning Module “Locke v. 
Davey” due 2/19 11pm 


February 22-
February 26 


U.S. Supreme Court case opinions: 
 
Reynolds v. U.S. 98 U.S. 1456 
(1878) 
 
Davis v. Beason 133 U.S. 333 
(1898) 
 
West Virginia Board of Education 
v. Barnette 319 U.S. 124 (1943) 
 
Engel v. Vitale 370 U.S. 421 
(1962) 
 
Lemon v. Kurtzman 403 U.S. 602 
(1971) 
 
Wisconsin v. Yoder 406 U.S. 205 
(1972) 
 
Heffron v. International Society for 
Krishna Consciousness 452 U.S. 
640 (1981) 
 
Church of the Lukumi Babal U 
Aye, Inc. v. City of Hialeah, 
Florida 91 U.S. 948 (1993) 
 
Kiryas Joel School District v. 
Grumet 512 U.S. 637 (1994) 
 


Internet Learning Module, “Religious 
Freedom in an International Context” due 
2/26 11pm 
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 Religion and Political Behavior  


February 29- 


March 4 


Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 
5 
Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 
6 


Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 5 Quiz 
due 3/2 11pm 
Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 6 Quiz 
due 3/2 11pm 
 
Internet Learning Module “Interest 
Groups” due 3/4 11pm 


March 7-
March 11 


No Assigned Reading Enjoy your spring break! 


March 14-
March 18 


Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 
7 
Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 
8 


Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 7 Quiz 
due 3/16 11pm 
Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 8 Quiz 
due 3/16 11pm 
 
Internet Learning Module “Public 
Opinion” due 3/18 11pm 


March 21-
March 25 


No Assigned Reading Discussion Four Initial and Response 
Postings due 3/25 11pm 


March 28-
April 1 


Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 
9 
Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 
10 


Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 9 Quiz 
due 3/30 11pm 
Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 10 Quiz 
due 3/30 11pm 
 
Internet Learning Module “American 
Catholics” due 4/1 11pm 


April 4-  
April 8 


No Assigned Reading Discussion Five Initial and Response 
Postings due 4/8 11pm 


April 11-
April 15 


Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 
11 
Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 
12 


Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 11 Quiz 
due 4/13 11pm 
 
Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 12 Quiz 
4/13 11pm 


April 18-
April 22 


No Assigned Reading Discussion Six Initial and Response 
Postings due 4/22 11pm 
 


April 25-
April 29 


 Internet Learning Module “Congress” due  
4/29 11pm 
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INR 3253: International Politics of Africa 


Spring 2016 


 


 


Instructor: Jonathan Powell, Assistant Professor 


E-mail: jonathan.powell@ucf.edu 


Skype ID: jonathanmpowell3 


Office: 305B Howard Phillips Hall 


Office Phone: 4078232082 


Web: www.jonathanmpowell.com 


Office Hours : T 2-4; W 9-12 
 


 


I. University Course Catalog Description 


The broad structures and processes of international politics and foreign policy in Africa, with 


particular attention on U.S.-African relations. 


 


II. Course Objectives  


This class will be considerably more involved than “learning about Africa.”  This is an international 


relations class, and the primary purpose of the class will be to introduce students to the study of 


international relations and politics as an academic and scientific enterprise.  Accordingly, the texts 


will be very challenging, and students should be prepared to do far more than simply memorize facts 


about people, places, things, or events.  Be prepared to critically assess politics and to learn about 


the different methods that social scientists use to study them.   


 


Specifically, students should expect to: 


1. Learn about different issues in international politics, specifically as they related to Africa. 


2. Explore how social scientists construct testable (and falsifiable) hypotheses related to politics. 


3. Assess the appropriateness of different methods and data used to answer research questions. 


4. Apply social science research methods while making informed arguments related to current 


events. 


5. Utilize social science theories to explain important political phenomena. 


 


III. Course Prerequisites 


ENC 1102 or POS 2041 or C.I. 


Students are expected to enter the class with a basic understanding of the main concepts and theories 


of international relations.  Ancillary readings meant to improve students’ grasp of these concepts 


and theories can suggested by the instructor on request.  Students are also expected to either enter 


the class with or quickly develop a knowledge of Africa’s geography, including the location of all 


countries, the continent’s major cities, regions, terrain, bodies of water, and other important features.   


 



mailto:jonathan.powell@ucf.edu

http://www.jonathanmpowell.com/





 


 


IV. Course Credits 


3 


 


V. Required Texts and Materials 


https://www.issafrica.org/iss-today/ (read daily briefs) 


 


French, Howard. 2014. China’s Second Continent. Vintage. 


 


Lindberg, Staffan. 2006. Democracy and Elections in Africa. Johns Hopkins University Press. 


 


Moyo, Dambisa. 2010. Dead Aid: Why Aid is not Working and How there is a Better Way for 


Africa. Farrar, Staus, & Giroux. 


 


Williams, Paul. 2011. War and Conflict in Africa. Polity. (1st Edition) 


 


Students will also be responsible for numerous readings from academic journals, think tank 


reports, news periodicals, etc., as specified in the syllabus, the course schedule, or disseminated 


during the semester.  Especially important Given the desire to keep this class relevant to current 


events, some readings will not be announced until deep into the semester.   


 


VI. Disclaimer about Course Demands 


This class will be both reading and writing intensive and students should be prepared to complete 


assignments throughout the entirety of the course.  By design, students cannot complete the class 


“early,” regardless of their pace and performance, and are required to complete weekly assignments. 


 


The class will include six required modules and a final exam.  The first covers the syllabus, course 


requirements, and multiple course “primers.” The second, a “short module” will provide a quick 


introduction to the types of assignments that are required by focusing on a specific subject: the 


challenges of the Ebola and HIV viruses.  Four modules will then be centered on each of the books. 


 


As needed, the instructor will offer a brief “Post-Mortem” lecture after grading the components of 


each module.  This will effectively be a mini-lecture that specifically responds to issues that were 


common across the class.  Consequently, it is important for students to work at a similar pace and 


complete assignments at a similar time, and late submissions cannot be accepted.  Any post-mortem 


lectures will be especially important for the final exam. 


 


Second, students should fully commit to the module they are currently assigned.  Any extra time 


should be committed to reviewing the material and working on the written assignments.  In other 


words, efforts should focus on doing the work well, not simply getting it done.  That said, although 


modules may not yet be available, students are free to “read ahead” and finish the books early 


(though assignments will not be available early).  Students that read ahead are strongly encouraged 


to keep detailed notes so that they can review prior to taking associated quizzes and completing any 


necessary written assignments. 



https://www.issafrica.org/iss-today/





 


 


VII. Assignments and Grade Calculation 


*NOTE: Completely disregard the “ASSIGNMENTS” and “TOTAL” columns in the gradebook. 


 


 Assessment     Available Due Dates  Weight 


Module 1: Syllabus and Primers   January 11 January 15  10% 


Module 2: Short Module HIV & Ebola   January 11    15% 


  Quiz on Garrett     January 22 


  Quiz on Lecture & CDC Readings   January 22 


  Essay       January 25 


Module 3: War and Conflict January 15    15% 


Quizzes for Intro & Part I    January 29  


  Quizzes for Part II     February 5 


  Quizzes for Part III     February 12 


   Essay        February 15     


Module 4: Dead Aid     February 5    15% 


Quizzes for Lecture, Intro, & Part 1   February 19   


  Quiz for Part II     February 26 


   Essay       March 4   


Module 5: Democracy and Elections  February 26    15% 


Quizzes for Lecture & Chapters 1-3   March 11 


  Quizzes for Chapters 4-6    March 18 


  Essay       March 25 


Module 6: China’s Second Continent   March 11     15% 


  Lecture & Data Assignment 


Quizzes for Lecture & Part 1    April 1 


  Quizzes for Part 2     April 8 


  Quizzes for Part 3     April 15 


  Essay       April 22 


Final Exam      April 28 May 4   15% 


 


The grade for each module will be evenly split between the quizzes and the 


essays.  Keep in mind that the value of any single quiz will be worth around 1-


2% of the semester grade, while each essay is worth 7.5%.  The essays should 


be taken very seriously and should represent the absolute best work of the 


student. 


 


VIII. Grade Dissemination 


Graded tests and materials in this course will be returned individually 


only by request. Assume each component of the grade will be graded one 


week after submission.  You can access your scores at any time using 


"myUCF Grades" in the portal.  If the grade is not available online, 


assume your assignment has not been graded.  Please note that scores 


returned mid-semester are unofficial grades. If you need help accessing 


myUCF Grades, see the online tutorial: 


https://myucfgrades.ucf.edu/help/. 


Grading Scale (%) 


94-100  A 


90-93.99  A- 


87-89.99  B+ 


84-86.99  B 


80-83.99  B- 


77-79.99  C+ 


74-76.99  C 


70-73.99  C- 


67-69.99  D+ 


64-66.99  D 


60-63.99  D- 


0 – 59.99  F 



https://myucfgrades.ucf.edu/help/





 


 


 


IX. Course Policies 


Late Work Policy: Materials turned in late will be assessed a penalty of 10% for each day past 


due, beginning at 1 minute past the announced deadline.  Make up exams will be allowed only 


when the student can document an extraordinary circumstance that can verify there were unable to 


attend. 


 


Extra Credit Policy: One extra credit opportunity will be announced during the first week. 


 


Grades of "Incomplete": The current university policy concerning incomplete grades will be 


followed in this course. Incomplete grades are given only in situations where unexpected 


emergencies prevent a student from completing the course and the remaining work can be 


completed the next semester. Your instructor is the final authority on whether you qualify for an 


incomplete. Incomplete work must be finished by the end of the subsequent semester or the “I” 


will automatically be recorded as an “F” on your transcript. 


 


Rewrite Policy: No rewrites are available in this class. 


 


Essay Commentary Policy: Commentary on essays will be delivered in written format, at the end 


of the essay. However, upon request, an alternate delivery method can be used.  


 


X. Course Policies: Technology and Media 


 Email: The instructor will make a strong effort to respond to all emails by 5:00 p.m. the day the 


message is received.   


 All emails should include “INR 3253” or another indicator in the subject line that identifies 


the message as relevant to the class. I will prioritize emails coming from students enrolled 


in the class.  In other words, EMAILS THAT DO NOT INCLUDE AN APPROPRIATE 


SUBJECT LINE WILL LIKELY HAVE A DELAYED RESPONSE.   


 Emails should include a salutation.   


 Students, per university policy, are required to correspond with their official Knights email 


address. 


 Students should first consult the syllabus regarding basic requirements (this will usually 


save you time). 


 


XI. Course Policies: Student Expectations 


Disability Access: The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable 


accommodations for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats 


upon request. Students who need accommodations must be registered with Student Disability 


Services, Ferrell Commons Room 185, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-


2116, before requesting accommodations from the professor. 


 


Attendance Policy: Attendance will be taken during each session but will not represent a formal 


part of students’ grades.  However, failure to attend class will have an adverse influence on 


students’ grade in at least three ways.  First, lectures will not be simply “from the book” and will 


include important information that will be needed for to succeed in the class’s graded components.  


Second, students are expected to regularly contribute to classroom discussions.  Participation will 







 


 


be monitored throughout the class.  Third, attendance will be a factor in eligibility for any extra 


credit, out of classroom review sessions, and rescheduling a missed lecture. 


 


Academic Conduct Policy: Academic dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated. If you are 


uncertain as to what constitutes academic dishonesty, please consult The Golden Rule, the 


University of Central Florida's Student Handbook (http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/) for 


further details.  As in all University courses, The Golden Rule Rules of Conduct will be applied.  


Violations of these rules will result in a record of the infraction being placed in your file and 


receiving a zero on the work in question AT A MINIMUM.  At the instructor’s discretion, you 


may also receive a failing grade for the course.  Confirmation of such incidents can also result in 


expulsion from the University 


 


Turinitin.com: In this course we will utilize turnitin.com, an automated system which instructors 


can use to quickly and easily compare each student's assignment with billions of web sites, as well 


as an enormous database of student papers that grows with each submission. Accordingly, you will 


be expected to submit all assignments in both hard copy and electronic format. After the 


assignment is processed, as instructor I receive a report from turnitin.com that states if and how 


another author’s work was used in the assignment. For a more detailed look at this process visit 


http://www.turnitin.com.  Essays are due at turnitin.com the same day as in class.  


 


University Writing Center: The University Writing Center (UWC) is a free resource for UCF 


undergraduates and graduates. At the UWC, a trained writing consultant will work individually 


with you on anything you're writing (in or out of class), at any point in the writing process from 


brainstorming to editing. Appointments are recommended, but not required. For more information 


or to make an appointment, visit the UWC website at http://www.uwc.ucf.edu, stop by MOD 608, 


or call 407.823.2197. 


 


Religious Observances 


Students are expected to notify their instructor in advance if they intend to miss class to observe a 


holy day of their religious faith. For a current schedule of major religious holidays, see the Faculty 


Center’s main web page under “Calendars,” and for additional information, contact the Office of 


Diversity Initiatives at 407-823-6479. 



http://www.turnitin.com/






SYLLABUS: The Law in Film  
FIL 3930H. Spring 2016 
 
Class hours and location: Thurs. Noon-2:50. Credit hours: 3 
 
Prof. Jay Boyar, 407.657.7947, jay.boyar@ucf.edu 
  Office and office hours: TBA 
Dr. Martin Dupuis, 407.823.5948, martin.dupuis@ucf.edu 
  Office and office hours: BHC 104, Thursday 11-Noon and by appointment 
 
Objectives/Goals: 
     In this seminar we will view about 10 films that highlight various aspects of the law as 
an institution and as a profession. We will focus on each film in terms of the law while 
considering its cultural, historical and aesthetic dimensions.  Through lectures and 
discussions, viewing films and reading, we'll compare and analyze these films to answer 
such questions as: 
     1. What does this film have to say about the law as an institution? 
     2. What does this film have to say about the legal profession? 
     3. How and what does this film communicate, specifically through narrative structure 
(plot), characterization and performance, point of view, cinematography, music, setting, 
pacing, tone, imagery and theme? 
     4. What do these films have in common? What are their major differences? 
 
Texts: 
    There is no required text as such for this seminar. However, required readings include 
reviews from The New York Times, which you can find online, for each of the films we will 
study. Also, chapters from the book by Michael Asimow and Shannon Mader, Law and 
Popular Culture (Peter Lang, New York, NY, 2013), will be assigned and made available 
on Webcourses for five of the films we use in class. 
    Occasional readings may be assigned from these supplemental texts, which will be on 
reserve in the library: 
    Chase, Anthony. Movies on Trial: The Legal System on the Silver Screen (2002) 
    Levi, Ross D. The Celluloid Courtroom: A History of Legal Cinema (2005) 
    Kamair, Orit. Framed: Women in Law and Film (2006) 
    Greenfield, Steve and Guy Osborn, Peter Robson. Film and the Law (2010) 
    Denvir, John. Legal Reelism: Movies as Legal Texts (1996) 
    Sarat, Austin and Lawrence Douglas, Martha Merrill Umphrey. Law on the Screen 
(2005) 
 
Films: 
     The Paper Chase (1973, selected scenes). Legal education. 
     Legally Blonde (2001, 96 m.). Legal education. 
     Reversal of Fortune (1990, 111 m.) The client. 
     12 Angry Men (1957, 96 m.). The jury. 
     Chicago (2002, 113 m.) Criminal law. 
     The Verdict (1982, 129 m.) The attorney. 
     The Rainmaker (1997, 135 m.) The trial. 
     Erin Brockovich (2000, 131 m.) Tort reform and class action suits. 
     Philadelphia (1993, 125 m.). Discrimination. 
     To Kill a Mockingbird (1962, 129 m.) Discrimination. 



mailto:jay.boyar@ucf.edu

mailto:martin.dupuis@ucf.edu





 
Website & Webcourses: 
     A useful website is imdb.com. You are required to check Webcourses for 
Announcements before each class.  
 
Electronic etiquette 
  Turn off – and put out of sight – all cell phones, tablets and other electronic devices. 
Computers must be turned off and not used to take notes. No texting during class. 
 
Assignments: 
    We'll begin with a general introduction to key aspects of film and the law. In-class 
discussions and assignments will help develop your sensitivities to viewing. We'll read 
and discuss supplemental material as we view the films to which they relate. 
    In class discussions and presentations, as well as in writing assignments, you will be 
asked to frame and develop critical examinations of the films. The nature of the written 
responses will vary: Students should be prepared to write essays, reviews and other 
forms of expository prose. All work must be original (i.e., written by you for this course). 
    The seminar will culminate with a final paper that will compare and analyze films and 
their themes. 
 
Grades:  
    Final grades will be based on five short papers (60 percent of the grade), a final paper 
(25 percent) and class participation (15 percent).  
    1. Short papers: Five two-to-three-page essays, double-spaced, each responding to a 
film or films. The first short paper must be turned in no later than Feb. 19. (An oral 
report or a video may be substituted for one short paper.)  
    2. Final paper: One longer paper, six pages, double-spaced, that focuses on a theme 
found in three films. An oral report must be presented along with the final paper. 
    3. Class participation: In-class writing assignments, participation in discussions and 
attendance. 
    Plus and minus grades are part of the grading system for this class. Grades on papers 
will reflect your ability to respond fully to the prompts, demonstrate an understanding of 
the films and points of law that we study, express your ideas clearly, follow rules of 
grammar and spelling, and follow the “tip sheet” guidelines for writing papers.     
    Most work must be submitted as a paper “hard copy” to Prof. Boyar. (Work submitted 
late must be sent to him by email and will lose one letter grade for each day late.)  
    If you miss a class, you still must complete the reading, viewing and writing 
assignments for that session. If you miss more than two sessions, your class 
participation grade for this semester will be a full letter grade lower than it otherwise 
would have been for each absence after those first two. Tardiness is also a factor in 
grading. 
 
Sensitivity:  
    Some films and texts used in this class may be offensive to you. Nevertheless, 
watching and reading them is required. Students with any questions about this should 
speak with Prof. Boyar after the first session to determine whether to remain in class. 
 
CHANGES: Everything in this syllabus, including assignments and requirements, 
is subject to change by the professors. Other viewing, reading and writing 
assignments may be added as appropriate. 







Class Schedule 
1/14. Introductions. Distribute and discuss the syllabus. Lecture: pop culture and the law. 
 
1/21. Tips for writing papers. Intro to The Paper Chase. View and discuss scenes from The 
Paper Chase (1973). Reading: Asimow Ch. 6 and NYT review of Legally Blonde. 
 
1/28. First paper assigned. Lecture: Legal education. Intro to Legally Blonde. View Legally 
Blonde (2001, 96 m.). Discuss Legally Blonde. Reading: NYT review of Reversal of Fortune. 
 
2/4.  First paper due. Second paper assigned. Lecture: the client. Intro to Reversal of 
Fortune. View Reversal of Fortune (1990, 111 m.). Immediate reactions to Reversal of 
Fortune. Reading:  Readings: Asimow Ch. 9 and NYT review of 12 Angry Men. 
 
2/11. Second paper due. Third paper assigned. Discuss Reversal of Fortune. Lecture: The 
jury. Intro to 12 Angry Men. View 12 Angry Men (1957, 96 m.). Reading: NYT review of 
Chicago. 
 
2/18. Third paper due. Fourth paper assigned. Discuss 12 Angry Men. Lecture: Criminal law. 
Intro to Chicago. View Chicago (2002, 113 m.). 
 
2/25. Fourth paper due. Discuss Chicago. Workshop papers. Readings: Asimow Ch. 4 and 
NYT review of The Verdict.  
 
3/3. Fifth paper assigned. Lecture: The lawyer.  Intro to The Verdict. View The Verdict (1982, 
129 m.).  
Reading: NYT review of The Rainmaker. 
 
3/10. Spring Break. No classes. 
 
3/17. Fifth paper due. Lecture: the trial. Discuss The Verdict. Lecture: tort reform and class-
action suits. Lecture: International law.  
 
3/24. Sixth paper assigned. Intro to The Rainmaker. View The Rainmaker (1997, 135 m.) 
Reading: NYT review of Erin Brockovich. 
 
3/31. Sixth paper due. Seventh paper assigned. Intro to Erin Brockovich. View Erin 
Brockovich (2000, 131 m.). Readings: Asimow Ch. 13 and NYT review of Philadelphia. 
 
4/7. Seventh paper due. Eighth paper assigned. Discuss Erin Brockovich.  Lecture: 
discrimination.  Intro to Philadelphia. View Philadelphia (1993, 125 m.). Final paper 
proposals.  
 
4/14. Eighth paper due. Discuss Philadelphia. Final paper proposals. Readings: Asimow Ch. 3 
and NYT review of To Kill a Mockingbird. 
 
4/21. Ninth paper assigned. Intro to To Kill a Mockingbird. View To Kill a Mockingbird (1962, 
129 m.). Final paper proposals. 
 
4/28, Final Exam period. Final paper due. Ninth paper due. Discuss To Kill a Mockingbird. 
Additional discussion.  Goodbyes. 
 








POS 3703: Scope and Methods of Political Science 
Department of Political Science 


University of Central Florida 
Syllabus 


Instructor Contact 


Professor Andrea Vieux 
avieux@knights.ucf.edu* 


 
 
Office Location UCF Valencia West Campus 


Building 11, Room 300A 
 


UCF Main Campus 
HPH 302 


Office Telephone* (407) 582-5727 
 


(407) 823-2608 


Office Hours By appointment Tuesdays 
1pm – 3pm 


 
• All office hours are first come, first served.  You can make an appointment with 


me during my office hours to ensure that I see you at the time you are available.  
Appointments take priority over walk-ins. 


• The best way to reach me is via my mail tab in Webcourses.  If you send me an 
email via the webcourse DO NOT send me the same email via the knights email.  
If you send me an email via knights email, DO NOT send me the same email via 
the webcourse. 


 
 


Course Information 


Course Name  POS 3703: Scope and Methods of Political Science 


Course ID & Section ID: 19874    Section: OW58 


Credit Hours  3 credits 


Semester/Year  Spring 2016 


Location online 
 
 


Course Description 


Prerequisites: Junior standing or consent of the Instructor. 







  
  
The scope and methodology of political analysis. Extensive examination of the discipline, 
research design and methodology.  The first half of the semester covers basic research 
designs, the research process, and gives students the tools and information needed to 
complete the course research paper.  The second half of that paper covers other methods 
of investigation and analysis, survey research, sampling, qualitative research, and ethical 
considerations. 
 


Course Objectives 


Students successfully completing this course will be able to: 


• Identify basic components of research methodology and techniques used by political 
scientists. 


• Analyze data using statistical software 
• Evaluate research, statistics and findings.  


 


Additional Items of Note 


• Save your work on a flash drive.  You will need it repeatedly and do not want to 
have to keep redoing all of your tasks. 


• You may NOT record classroom meetings (voice or video recordings). 
Reasonable accommodations can be made for students with disabilities—speak 
with me. 


• Your failure to plan is not my emergency.  Stay on top of your classwork and get 
started well in advance of deadline.  See How to Study.org 


• ALL work MUST be your own. 
• If you have questions, ask. 


 


Required Textbook 


• Pollock III, Philip H. 2016. The Essentials of Political Analysis. 5th Edition. 
Washington, D.C.: CQ Press.  


 


Required Workbook 


• Pollock III, Philip H. 2016. An SPSS Companion to Political Analysis. 5th Edition. 
Washington, D.C.: CQ Press.  



http://www.howtostudy.org/





  
 


Additional Required Readings: 
 
In addition to the aforementioned texts, you will be required to read political science 
journal articles (or other political science research).  They are listed in the weekly 
schedule, or will be announced in class, or announced vial the course web-site.   
 


Useful Supplements 


• Baglione, Lisa. 2011. Writing a Research Paper in Political Science: A Practical 
Guide to Inquiry, Structure, and Methods. 2nd Edition. Washington, DC: CQ Press. 


• Brians, Craig Lenord, Lars Willnat, Jarol B. Manheim, and Richard Rich. 2011. Empirical 
Political Analysis: Quantitative and Qualitative Research Methods. 8th Edition. Boston: 
Longman. 


 


Course Syllabus 


This is the course syllabus, and should be treated as a written agreement between the professor 
and student.  Students should refer to the syllabus for any questions pertaining to the course, 
grading, etc.  Any deviations from this syllabus will be announced.  Therefore, students are 
responsible for any announcements, and any information or handouts given.  Absence is not an 
excuse for ignorance. 


 


 


Grading & Course Requirements 
 
The following applies to all assignments:  


• All assignments are due at 11:59 pm on the due date in the schedule 
• NO LATE WORK, NO MAKE-UPS. 
• All work MUST be your own 


 
 
Academic Activity (0%)   **REQUIRED** 
 
All faculty members are required to document students' academic activity at the 
beginning of each course. In order to document that you began this course, please 
complete the academic activity by the end of the first week of classes, or as soon as 
possible after adding the course. Failure to do so will result in a delay in the disbursement 
of your financial aid. 
 
 







  
Introductory Quiz (5%): 
 
At the beginning of the semester, there will be a quiz over the introduction, syllabus, and 
assignment documents.  You will find the material you need to answer the questions 
under the Course Modules titled “Course Introduction and Syllabus” and “Assignment 
Directions and Links”   
 
 
Participation (15%): 
 
Attendance Policy: Students should check in on the webcourse at least twice per week. 
 
In order to fully engage in this course, students will be expected engage with other 
students in online discussions—that is, these are discussions between students on which I 
will occasionally comment.  For each discussion, a student is required to post at least one 
initial post on the topic, and reply to at least one other student’s post.  Each required 
discussion element is to be posted by 11:59 pm on the due date.   
 
Grades for participation are based on both the quantity and the quality of the posts. 
Doing the bare minimum number of posts does NOT guarantee you an A.  A-level work 
is excellent, B-level work is good, and C-level work is satisfactory. While one can 
(theoretically) have a stellar/excellent single reply, it is far better to ‘hedge your bets’ on 
overall quality with multiple replies—remember the goal is to engage and discuss with 
your classmates. Any disruptive behavior, inappropriate comments, activities not related 
to the course, etc. will reflect poorly on the student’s participation grade.   
 
Posting something someone else has already said, saying I agree, etc. is not considered a 
quality post.  Furthermore, initial posts should be relevant to the assigned topic—
technical questions should be posted in the technical questions forum, questions on 
course concepts and content should be posted in the course content discussion, questions 
for me should be posted in the general discussion forum or emailed to me, questions 
about assessments, your grades, etc. should be emailed to me.  
 
The discussions are intended to promote Active Learning. Meaning, you are interacting 
with each other and sharing ideas, etc. in order to fully grasp material. Active learning 
has been shown to enhance student outcomes (i.e. information retention and learning). By 
only replying to one student you aren’t really engaged in the material as much as you 
would be if you had a full conversation. Because this is an online course, discussions are 
one of the only ways to achieve this type of learning—hence the need to fully engage in 
the discussions. 
 
Note: I am looking for thought provoking posts that show you are engaged in the 
material.  These discussions lead up to your final assignment. Doing a good job on them 
will help you prepare for that paper. 
 
 
 
 



http://www1.umn.edu/ohr/teachlearn/tutorials/active/what/index.html





  
Workbook Exercises (25%) 
 
You will complete a series of workbook exercise sets, then answer questions about the 
exercises using the “Quiz” tool in the Webcourse. Each set is designed to work alongside 
the lectures and the Pollock textbook. The questions are taken directly from the 
workbook exercises or are applications/extensions of the exercises.  You must complete 
the workbook exercise sets before you begin answer the questions—each set of 
activities will take you at least a few hours to complete. There are 5 workbook exercise 
question sets, and each one is 5% of you course grade.  
 
Exams (30%): 
 
There are a total of two exams, a Mid-Term and a Final; and each exam is worth 15% of 
your grade. Each quiz is cumulative, and may contain any material that has been 
assigned, covered, read, discussed, announced, completed, etc..  Be sure to do all the 
required readings, activities, etc. before you take the exam—the readings, activities, etc. 
will take you at least a few hours. There are no questions from the workbook exercises in 
the exams BUT they cover similar content.  
 
 
Article Assessment (25%) 
 
Students will write a 2 page (single-spaced) paper analyzing an article assigned by the 
professor.  It must be turned in by the due date in an openable, readable WORD file in the 
provided upload link in the Assignment dropbox in the webcourse.  If your paper is not 
consistent with the “openable, readable WORD file” stipulations it will not be accepted.  
Follow the directions in the Article Assessment Directions page in the Webcourse. 
 
Will the professor read drafts of the article assessment?   
In general, no.  If you want help on your writing, go to the writing center.  If you have 
specific questions about articles, ask your fellow classmates (via the course content 
discussion) or send me an email message at least two weeks prior to the due date.  You 
may also bring your questions into my face-to-face office hours at least two weeks (or 
more) before the paper is due.  If you wait until the last minute (i.e. less than two weeks 
prior to the due date), do not expect complete feedback.  I need time to respond, and you 
will need time to make changes. 
 
 
Extra credit: 
 
There is no extra credit in this course.  Do not expect any deviation from this policy.  
 
 
Some Notes on Grading: 
 
The fact that you are in college suggests that you were a decent student in high school.  It 
does not, however, mean you will be getting an A in this course.  Enrollment in this 







  
course does not mean you earned an A in this course. Earning an A might require more 
diligence than you are used to.  The letter grade “A” is reserved for excellence, “B” for 
good, and “C” for satisfactory.  Doing the bare minimum is not A-level work. 
 
For an undergraduate course, it is expected that you spend at least 3 hours outside of class 
time for every course credit hour studying, preparing, completing work, etc.  So, if you 
only spend 9 hours outside of class time doing these things, you are doing the bare 
minimum.  Also, beyond spending enough time studying, etc. you should be using your 
time effectively.  Spending 9 hours studying is not a guarantee of an A. 
 
In addition, this course is difficult (even in a face-to-face environment).  You should plan 
ahead on assignments and assessments.  DO NOT wait until the last minute.  You will 
probably realize (too late) that you should’ve started earlier.  I don’t accept late work of 
any kind. 
 


Grade Breakdown: 


 
Introductory Quiz 
Participation   
Workbook Exercises 
Exams 
Article Assessment   


5% 
15% 
25% 
30% 
25% 


 
 


Grading Scale: 


 
94-100  A 
90-93  A- 
88-89  B+ 
84-87  B 
80-83  B- 
78-79  C+ 
74-77  C 
70-73  C- 
68-69  D+ 
64-67  D 
60-63  D- 
0 - 59  F 


 


 







  


Late Work & Make-ups 


As noted at the top of this page, I do not allow for late work or make-ups. Do not 
anticipate any deviation from this policy. I do make exceptions for extenuating 
circumstances on a case-by-case basis (see below). **The general rule is no late work, no 
make-ups.**   


Under exceptional circumstances and with my permission a make-up might be granted. I 
must be informed, be provided with legitimate documentation for the request and need 
for the make-up, and give permission prior to the due date. Furthermore the request must 
conform to University Policy (for example, final exams are governed by stricter rules and 
will not be given before the University scheduled final exam period or after the 
University scheduled final exam period), the learning objective for that assignment must 
still be able to be fulfilled, and there must be a reasonable accommodation that can be 
made to make-up the missed work. If all these stipulations are met, then I may grant a 
make-up. In that case, the make-up may not be the same as the original. 


Deadlines: 


Do not wait until the last minute to complete your work. The work in this class takes a 
long time to complete.  


If you wait until the last minute and have a technical (i.e. webcourses@UCF, Library 
Information Literacy Module, etc.) or any other type of issue, do not expect any deviation 
from the NO late work policy.  Begin to complete your assigned tasks with more than 
enough time in case you run into troubles or take longer to complete the task than you 
anticipated. Your failure to plan is not my emergency. 


The online@UCF support is available by email Monday thru Friday 8am to 5pm and by 
phone from 8:30am to 4:30 pm Monday thru Friday. 


Academic Honesty (and Misconduct) 


Don’t Plagiarize (not properly citing sources, passing off someone else’s work as your 
own, handing in a paper written for another class, etc.).  Plagiarism and Cheating of any 
kind on an examination, quiz, or assignment will result at least in an "F" or 0 for that 
assignment (and may, depending on the severity of the case, lead to an "F" for the entire 
course) and may be subject to appropriate referral to the Office of Student Conduct for 
further action. See the UCF Golden Rule, the FTCL page on academic integrity, and the 
library web-site for further information.  


I will assume for this course that you will adhere to the academic creed of this University 
and will maintain the highest standards of academic integrity. In other words, don't cheat 
in any way (including but not limited to giving answers to others or taking them from 
anyone else). I will also adhere to the highest standards of academic integrity, so please 
do not ask me to change (or expect me to change) your grade illegitimately or to bend or 
break rules.  ALL work MUST be your own. 



http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://www.fctl.ucf.edu/TeachingAndLearningResources/ClassroomManagement/AcademicIntegrity/

http://library.ucf.edu/





  
Turnitin.com: In this course we may utilize turnitin.com, an automated system which 
instructors can use to quickly and easily compare each student's assignment with billions 
of web sites, as well as an enormous database of student papers that grows with each 
submission. After the assignment is processed, as an instructor I receive a report from 
turnitin.com that states if and how another author’s work was used in the assignment. For 
a more detailed look at this process, visit http://www.turnitin.com 


 


Non-Academic Misconduct 


The scope and content of the material included in this course are defined by the professor 
in consultation with the responsible academic unit. Although the orderly exchange of 
ideas, including questions and discussions prompted by lectures, discussion sessions and 
laboratories, is viewed as a key part of the educational environment, the professor has the 
right to limit the scope and duration of these interactions.  
 
Students who engage in disruptive behavior, including persistent refusal to observe 
boundaries defined by the professor regarding inappropriate talking, discussions, and 
questions in the classroom may be subject to discipline for non-academic misconduct for 
disruption of teaching or academic misconduct, as defined in the Golden Rule Student 
Handbook also defines potential sanctions for these types of infractions. 
 
Examples of inappropriate behavior include, but are not limited to: text messaging, 
talking or using cell phones, (turn off cell phones prior to class), surfing the internet, 
listening to music, downloading music, watching movies or videos, checking scores, 
playing games or poker, cursing, using offensive or inappropriate language of any kind, 
name calling, inappropriate actions of any kind, etc.  Any student acting in a disruptive 
manner may be asked to leave the classroom and will forfeit participation and attendance 
credit. 


 


Additional Protocols 


 


Research and Writing Skills:  


References required for written/class/online assignments must be relevant to our research, 
academic, authoritative and reliable. If you are a little shaky on academic standards 
governing acceptable references, ask questions of myself, or a librarian (or refer to the 
UCF library website). 
 
All written communication follows standard rules of English grammar and spelling.  If 
you are a little rusty on the standards acceptable in the academic community, go to the 
writing center, or ask me.  All written work should be presented in a formal, professional 



http://www.turnitin.com/





  
manner; using proper language and formatting, and should be edited for grammar, 
spelling, and writing flow/style.  
 


Writing Center:  


The University Writing Center (UWC) is a free resource for UCF undergraduates and 
graduates. At the UWC, a trained writing consultant will work individually with you on 
anything you're writing (in or out of class), at any point in the writing process from 
brainstorming to editing. Appointments are recommended, but not required. For more 
information or to make an appointment, visit the UWC website at 
http://www.uwc.ucf.edu , stop by MOD 608, or call 407.823.2197. 


 


UCF Computer Labs:  
 


Campus Computer Labs:  
http://guides.ucf.edu/c.php?g=78577&p=517810 
  
SPSS labs in Tech Commons:  
http://www.cst.ucf.edu/about/technology-sales-service-and-support/technology-
commons-2/ 
 
UCF Apps 
http://apps.ucf.edu/ 


 
 
Webcourse Privacy:  
 
Privacy:  Access to Webocourses is extended to you for the duration of your enrollment 
in the course, providing that you comply with class and school policies. You may not 
share that access with another person who is not enrolled in the course. Students who do 
so violate the privacy of other students as well as school policy. The act may lead to the 
violator being denied access to the Blackboard shell. 
 
On occasion, I permit others to enter the course, to critique my work, to view the 
operations of the course, or to work on a technical problem. For the entire term, my 
technical consultant has access to the course to provide continuity for you should the 
unexpected happen to me. 
 
E-Mail:  


E-mail will be an integral part of this course. Make sure you: 



http://www.uwc.ucf.edu/

http://guides.ucf.edu/c.php?g=78577&p=517810

http://www.cst.ucf.edu/about/technology-sales-service-and-support/technology-commons-2/

http://www.cst.ucf.edu/about/technology-sales-service-and-support/technology-commons-2/

http://apps.ucf.edu/





  
1. Be patient. Don’t expect an immediate response when you send a message. 


Generally, two days is considered reasonable amount of time to receive a reply. 
2. Include "Subject" headings: use something that is descriptive and refer to a 


particular assignment or topic. 
3. Be courteous and considerate. Being honest and expressing yourself freely is very 


important but being considerate of others online is just as important as in the 
classroom. 


4. Make every effort to be clear. Online communication lacks the nonverbal cues 
that fill in much of the meaning in face-to-face communication. 


5. Do not use all caps. This makes the message very hard to read and is considered 
"shouting." Check spelling, grammar, and punctuation (you may want to compose 
in a word processor, then cut and paste the message into the discussion or e-mail). 


6. Break up large blocks of text into paragraphs and use a space between paragraphs. 
7. Sign your e-mail messages. 
8. DO NOT email me hours (24 or less) before something is due to ask me questions 


about it.  You need to stay on task so that I have an appropriate amount of time to 
read the message and respond (generally, that is 48 hours). 


Never assume that your e-mail can be read by no one except yourself; others may be able 
to read or access your mail. Never send or keep anything that you would not mind seeing 
on the evening news. 
 
See these websites for helpful information on how to write professional emails. 
  
How to Email a Professor 
How to Email a Professor 
How to Email Your Professor 
Students: How to email your professor, employer, or professional peers 
How to email your professor: FAQ 
 
 
I will communicate with you through the webcourses sites e-mail to answer questions 
regarding class assignments and exams.  Regarding exams, I will not give exact answers 
for possible exam questions, but rather will provide information to help you find the 
answers. Professional e-mail communication is an important skill that will last beyond 
the class and college experience.  Keep in mind how you want to present yourself through 
e-mail.  In this class our official mode of communication is through email. All 
communication between student and instructor and between student and student should 
be respectful and professional.  
 
Copyright 


This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, 
images, text materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use 
doctrine in order to enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, 
download or distribute these items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for this 
online classroom environment and your use only. All copyright materials are credited to 
the copyright holder. 



http://www.wikihow.com/Email-a-Professor

http://web.wellesley.edu/SocialComputing/Netiquette/netiquetteprofessor.html

https://cms.cerritos.edu/uploads/ifalcon/How_to_Email_your_Professor.pdf

http://chrisblattman.com/2010/11/08/students-how-to-email-to-your-professor-employer-and-professional-peers/

http://www.cwu.edu/~glasbys/EMAIL





  
In addition, the notes, lectures, videos, handouts, etc. provided by the professor are 
owned by the professor and considered intellectual property.  All intellectual property is 
safeguarded by copyright law and is not to be shared, distributed, etc. without the 
professor’s consent. 
 
 
Disability Statement 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations 
for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon 
request. Students who need accommodations must be registered with Student Disability 
Services, Student Resource Center Room 132, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only 
phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting accommodations from the professor. 


 


 


Schedule* 
 
Date 
Range 
 


Due Date 
(11:59 
pm) 
 


Activities & Graded 
Items 


 


Topics 
 
 


1/11 to 
1/28 
 


 Lectures: 1.1 through 1.7 
Textbook: Introduction & 
pages 48-58 
 
 
 


• Foundations of 
Political Science 
Research 


• Theory & Research 
Question 


• Variables & 
Hypotheses 


• Literature Review & 
Library Research 


 
 1/15** 


1/21 
1/21 
 
1/28 
 
 


***Academic Activity 5pm*** 
Introductory Quiz 
Discussion 1: Initial Post 
 
Discussion 1: Reply 
 


 


1/29 to 
2/4 


 Lectures: 2.01 – 2.04 
Textbook: Chapters 1 & 2  
Workbook: Chapters 1-3 
 
 


• Data & 
Measurements 


• Describing 
Variables 



http://www.sds.ucf.edu/

http://www.sds.ucf.edu/





  


 
 2/4 


 
 


Workbook Exercise Question 
Set #1 
 
 


 


2/5 to 
2/18 


 Lectures: 2.05 – 2.07 
Textbook: pages 58-75 
Workbook: Chapters 4 & 5 
 
 


• Means Tests 
• Cross-tabulations 
• Means Tests 
• Cross-tabulations 
• Control variables 


 2/11 
 
2/18 
2/18 
 
 


Discussion 2: Initial Post 
 
Workbook Exercise Question 
Set #2 
Discussion 2: Reply 
 
 


 


2/19 to 
3/3 


 Lectures: 2.08-1.11 
Textbook: Chapters 5 - 7  
Workbook: Chapters 6 & 8 
 
 


• Statistical 
Significance 


• Measures of 
association 


 2/25 
 
3/3 
 
 


Workbook Exercise Question 
Set #3 
 
Mid-Term 
 
 


 


3/4 to 
3/17 


 Lectures: 2.12, 2.13 
Textbook: pages 183-198 
Workbook: Chapter 8 
 


• Correlations 
• Regression   


 3/17 
 
 


Workbook Exercise Question 
Set #4 
 
 


 


3/18 to 
3/31 


 Lecture: 2.14-2.17  
Textbook: pages 198-247 
Workbook: chapters 8 & 9 
 


• Multiple regression 
• Interactions  
 


 3/24 
 
3/31 
 
 


Workbook Exercise Question 
Set #5 
 
Discussion 3: Initial Post 
 
 


 


4/1 to 4/7  Lectures: 3.01 - 3.03 • Research Design 







  


Pollock Textbook: Chapter 4 
 


• Cross-Sectional & 
Time Series 
Analyses 


• Experimental and 
Quasi-Experimental 
Designs 


 4/7 
 
 


Discussion 3: Reply 
 
 


 


4/8 to 
4/21 


 Lectures: 3.04 – 3.12 
Pollock Textbook: Chapter 6 
 
 


• Surveys 
• Sampling 


 


 4/21 
 
 


Article Assessment  
 


 


4/22 to 
4/29 
 
 


 Lectures: 3.13 – 3.19 
 


• Qualitative Research 
• Content Analysis 
• Ethics 


 4/29 
 
 


Final  
 
 


 


 
*NOTES:  
All graded items are due by 11:59 pm on the due date unless otherwise noted. 
All dates and times are subject to change by Professor Vieux. Be informed and routinely 
check the Schedule, Announcements, and Discussions for any changes or updates 
**These items fall on a holiday.  Plan accordingly. 
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POS 2041, American National Government  


Spring Term 2016 Syllabus 
 


(January 11 – May 4) 
(Traditional/ Lecture Course Format) 


 (Monday/Wednesday/Friday, 10:30 – 11:20 A.M., BHC 0128) 
      (3 Credit hours) 
 


 
 


Part 1: General Course Information. 
 
Instructor: Alvin Quackenbush 
Email: alvin.quackenbush@ucf.edu  
 
Office Hours: Spring 2016, Howard Phillips Hall, Room 302N 
Phone: (407) 823-0012 
Tuesday/Thursday, 3:00 P.M. – 4:00 P.M. 
 
Political Science Department Office: Howard Phillips Hall, Room 302 
Phone: (407) 823-2608   
Website: http://politicalscience.cos.ucf.edu/ 
 
Required Materials: We The People, An Introduction to American Politics, 10th Core Edition (Ginsburg, 
Lowi, Weir, and Tolbert).  ISBN: 978-0-393-93704-6   
 
Course Description: (3 Credits) 
American National Government: A study of the dynamics of American national government, including its 
structure, organization, powers, and procedures. 
 
 
Major Course Learning Outcomes:  
1. Demonstrate an understanding of the philosophical theories that led to the writing of the Declaration of 
Independence and U.S. Constitution. 
 
2. Demonstrate an understanding of the core values supporting the democratic tradition of the United 
States. 
 
3. Demonstrate an understanding of the checks and balances system created by the U.S. Constitution, 
including an understanding of the major powers and responsibilities given to each branch. 
 
4. Develop an understanding of the effects of government at all levels in the United States on citizens' lives 
and the effects of citizens on government in pursuit of social, political, and economic goals. 
 
5. Demonstrate an understanding of the difference between direct and representative democracy. 
 
6. Utilize critical thinking in analyzing political, social, and economic issues. 
 
 


 







Part 2: Classroom Policies. 
 
Attendance: Regular class attendance is expected.  There is a direct correlation between class attendance 
and overall success in the course.  All instructors/faculty are required to document students’ academic 
activity at the beginning of each course. In order to document that you began this course, please complete 
the following academic activity by the end of the first week of classes or as soon as possible after adding 
the course. Failure to do so may result in a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid.  There will be a 
20 point syllabus quiz due on Friday, January 15th during the first week of the semester to ensure student 
attendance in the course. 
 
Tardiness: Students are expected to be on time for class.  Students who are tardy disrupt other students and 
the overall learning environment, so tardiness is not acceptable.  Students who habitually disturb the class 
by talking, arriving late, etc., and have been warned may suffer a reduction in their final class grade. 
 
Email: It is the policy of this professor to communicate with you via UCF email or the Webcourses 
message system. Failure to check for e-mail messages will not be accepted as an excuse for missed work. 


Cell Phone:  Students are required to turn off all cell phones and electronic devices before the beginning of 
class because they can disrupt the learning environment. This means no text messaging!  If a cell phone 
vibrates or is audible, the student may be asked to leave for the remainder of the class.  If there is an 
emergency situation warranting the use of a cell phone during class time, the student must notify the 
professor in writing prior to the beginning of class. During a testing situation, if a cell phone vibrates or is 
audible, the student’s test or examination will be collected and the student will be asked to leave without an 
option for completion. 
 
Laptop Computers: Students may use their laptop, tablet, or “mini-computer’ (smart phone) during class to 
take notes or to access the Internet for research.  A student who uses this freedom in an inappropriate 
fashion may be asked to leave the class for that day or to turn off their laptop or phone.  Furthermore, 
laptop computer use is only permitted in the first five rows of the class seating.  Students who wish to use a 
laptop in class are encouraged to arrive early to obtain a front row seat. 


 
 
 


Part 3: Assignments. 
 
1. Chapter Modules: There will be 15 chapter modules that you will complete online using UCF 
Webcourses.  Webcourses is an online course management system that can be accessed through 
my.ucf.edu. Each module will consist of a few interactive exercises and a post quiz.  The interactive 
exercises are untimed and typically consist of a simulation or video and have a few multiple choice 
assessment questions.  The post quizzes will consist of 20 - 25 multiple choice or true/false questions and 
you will be given 1 attempt and 45 minutes to complete the post quiz.  Your three lowest chapter modules 
will be dropped 
 
Although these modules are completed outside of class you are expected to do your own work.  Students 
needing assistance with Webcourses should call (407) 823-0407.  Late Work Policy: You can access the 
chapter modules for an entire week so no excuse is valid for failing to complete the assignments.  See the 
course schedule in the syllabus for all chapter module due dates. Students who fail to complete a chapter 
module will be expected to drop that particular module as one of their three low scores.   
 
2. Tests: There will be four tests during the semester.  The dates of the tests are listed in the syllabus on the 
course schedule.  Late Work Policy: All tests must be taken on or before dates assigned. No makeup tests 
are available without the explicit consent of the instructor, which will only be granted in cases of 
documented emergencies.  All makeup tests will be short answer and essay format only. 



http://my.ucf.edu/





 
3. Final Examination: The final exam in this course is cumulative and will cover chapters 1-15 in the 
textbook.  Any student not completing the examination will receive 0 of those possible points, and this will 
impact the final average in the course.  Late Work Policy: The final exam must be taken on or before the 
date indicated in the syllabus.  Again, no makeup tests are available without the explicit consent of the 
instructor, which shall only be granted in cases of documented emergences.  All make up tests will be short 
answer and essay format only. 
 
All graded materials in this course will be returned individually only by request. You can access your 
scores at any time using the Grades section of Webcourses@UCF.  Please note that scores returned mid-
semester are unofficial grades. 


 
 
 


 
Part 4: Basis for Grade. 


 
Evaluation: Your grade will be determined by grades on a syllabus quiz, 15 Chapter Modules (each consists 
of a few interactive exercises and a quiz and your lowest 3 will be dropped), 4 Tests (your lowest 1 will be 
dropped) and 1 Final Exam.   
   


Syllabus Quiz: 20 points, (2%) 
 Modules: 30 points each (360 total, (39%) 


Tests: 100 points (300 total, (32%) 
Final Exam: 250 points (250 total, (27%) 


 930 Total Points 
 


Grading Scale (NO ROUNDING OF GRADES): 
90 - 100 = A 
80 - 89 = B 
70 - 79 = C 
60 - 69 = D 


59 and below = F 
 
 


 
Part 5: University Policies. 


 
University Policies: The UCF Golden Rule Student Handbook is at http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/ and UCF 
policies and procedures can be found at http://policies.ucf.edu/. 


Withdrawal Policy: Withdrawal for each term begins after "Late Registration and Add/Drop" ends. 
Students may withdraw from a class and receive the notation of "W" until the date noted in the "Academic 
Calendar" of the Schedule Web Guide. A student may withdraw from courses using myUCF at 
https://my.ucf.edu, or by visiting the Registrar's Office (Millican Hall 161), certain college advising offices, 
or a Regional Campus records office. For a complete policy more information on withdrawals please go to 
https://www.academicservices.ucf.edu/ 
 
Student Code of Classroom Conduct: UCF is dedicated not only to the advancement of knowledge and 
learning, but is concerned with the development of responsible personal and social conduct.  By enrolling 
at the university, a student assumes the responsibility for becoming familiar with and abiding by the general 
rules of conduct.  The primary responsibility for managing the classroom environment rests with the 



http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://policies.ucf.edu/

https://www.academicservices.ucf.edu/





professor.  Students who engage in any prohibited or unlawful acts that result in disruption of a class may 
be directed by the professor to leave the class.  Violation of any UCF policies/procedures or classroom 
rules may lead to disciplinary action up to and including expulsion from the University.  Disciplinary action 
could include being withdrawn from the class, disciplinary warning, probation, suspension, expulsion, or 
other appropriate and authorized actions. So, act mature, treating others with respect, verbally or online. 
The UCF Student Code of Conduct is in the current Student handbook and more information can be found 
at http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/. 
 
Ethics: As reflected in the UCF creed, integrity and scholarship are core values that should guide our 
conduct and decisions as members of the UCF community. Plagiarism and cheating contradict these 
values, and so are very serious academic offenses. Penalties can include a failing grade in an 
assignment or in the course, or suspension or expulsion from the university. Students are expected to 
familiarize themselves with and follow the University’s Rules of Conduct (see 
http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/). 
 
Academic Integrity/Plagiarism: Plagiarism and Cheating of any kind on an examination, quiz, or 
assignment will result at least in an "F" for that assignment (and may, depending on the severity of the case, 
lead to an "F" for the entire course) and may be subject to appropriate referral to the Office of Student 
Conduct for further action. See the UCF Golden Rule for further information. I will assume for this course 
that you will adhere to the academic creed of this University and will maintain the highest standards of 
academic integrity. In other words, don't cheat by giving answers to others or taking them from anyone 
else. I will also adhere to the highest standards of academic integrity, so please do not ask me to change (or 
expect me to change) your grade illegitimately or to bend or break rules for one person that will not apply 
to everyone. 
 
Turnitin.com: In this course we may utilize turnitin.com, an automated system which instructors can use to 
quickly and easily compare each student's assignment with billions of web sites, as well as an enormous 
database of student papers that grows with each submission. Accordingly, you may be expected to submit 
assignments in both hard copy and electronic format. After the assignment is processed, as an instructor I 
receive a report from turnitin.com that states if and how another author’s work was used in the assignment. 
For a more detailed look at this process, visit http://www.turnitin.com. 
 
Religious Observances: Students are expected to notify their instructor in advance if they intend to miss 
class to observe a holy day of their religious faith. For a current schedule of major religious holidays, see 
the Faculty Center’s main web page under “Calendars,” and for additional information, contact the Office 
of Diversity Initiatives at 407-823-6479. 
 
Course Accessibility: It is my goal that this class be an accessible and welcoming experience for all 
students, including those with disabilities that may impact learning in this class. If anyone believes the 
design of this course poses barriers to effectively participating and/or demonstrating learning in this course, 
please meet with me (with or without a Student Accessibility Services (SAS) accommodation letter) to 
discuss reasonable options or adjustments. During our discussion, I may suggest the possibility/necessity of 
your contacting SAS (Ferrell Commons 185; 407-823-2371; sas@ucf.edu) to talk about academic 
accommodations. You are welcome to talk to me at any point in the semester about course design concerns, 
but it is always best if we can talk at least one week prior to the need for any modifications. 
 
Disclaimer: Changes in the syllabus and/or schedule may be made at any time during the term by 
announcement of the professor.  It is your responsibility to stay informed of any changes. 
 


 
 



http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/
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Part 6: Course Schedule. 
 


Spring 2016, January 11 – May 4, Traditional Course Format 
 
Course Schedule: (UCF Calendars are at http://calendar.ucf.edu/2016/spring) 


All the dates and assignments listed below are tentative, and can be changed at the discretion of the 
professor with proper notification via UCF email. 


 
Week 1: (January 11 – 17), Drop Refund Deadline January 14. 
Chapter 1, American Political Culture 
Syllabus Quiz due by 11:59 pm, on Friday, January 15.  
Chapter Modules due by 11:59 pm. on Sunday, January 17.  
 
Week 2: (January 18 – 24), January 18, No Class, MLK 
Chapter 2, The Founding and the Constitution 
Chapter Modules due by 11:59 pm. on Sunday, January 24.  
 
Week 3: (January 25 – 31) 
Chapter 3, Federalism 
Chapter Modules due by 11:59 pm. on Sunday, January 31.  
 
Week 4: (February 1 – 7) 
Chapter 4, Civil Liberties 
Test 1, February 1, Chapters 1-3.  
Chapter Modules due by 11:59 pm. on Sunday, February 7.   
 
Week 5: (February 8 – 14) 
Chapter 5, Civil Rights 
Chapter Modules due by 11:59 pm. on Sunday, February 14.   
 
Week 6: (February 15 – 21) 
Chapter 6, Public Opinion  
Chapter Modules due by 11:59 pm. on Sunday, February 21.   
 
Week 7: (February 22 – 28) 
Chapter 7, Participation and Voting  
Test 2, February 22, Chapters 4-6. 
Chapter Modules due by 11:59 pm. on Sunday, February 28.  
 
Week 8: (February 29 – March 6) 
Chapter 8, Political Participation 
Chapter Modules due by 11:59 pm. on Sunday, March 6.   
 
Week 9: (March 7 – 13), March 7 – 12, Spring Break, NO Classes. 
Chapter 9, Political Parties  
Chapter Modules due by 11:59 pm. on Sunday, March 13.   
 
Week 10: (March 14 – 20) 
Chapter 10, Campaigns and Elections  
Test 3, March 14, Chapters 7-9.  
Chapter Modules due by 11:59 pm. on Sunday, March 20.   
 
 







 
Week 11: (March 21 – 27), March 23 - Withdrawal deadline. 
Chapter 11, Groups and Interests  
Chapter Modules due by 11:59 pm. on Sunday, March 27.   
 
Week 12: (March 28 – April 3) 
Chapter 12, Congress 
Chapter Modules due by 11:59 pm. on Sunday, April 3.   
 
Week 13: (April 4 – 10) 
Chapter 13, The Presidency 
Test 4, April 4, Chapters 10-12.  
Chapter Modules due by 11:59 pm. on Sunday, April 10.   
 
Week 14: (April 11 – 17) 
Chapter 14, The Bureaucracy 
Chapter Modules due by 11:59 pm. on Sunday, April 17.   
 
Week 15: (April 18 – 24) 
Chapter 15, The Federal Courts 
Chapter Modules due by 11:59 pm. on Sunday, April 24.  
 
Week 16: (April 25 – May 1), April 27, No Classes, Study Day. 
College wide Final Exams: (April 28 – May 4) 
Final Exam: May 2, 10:00 A.M. – 12:50 P.M., Chapters 1 – 15. 
 


 





		Syllabus Quiz: 20 points, (2%)

		Modules: 30 points each (360 total, (39%)






 POS 4603 
     Cindy Benson                                                                 Hours:8-10 TR, 8-9:15 MWF 


Howard Phillips Hall 305a (enter through 302)              
407-823-2608 
Email: cbenson@mail.ucf.edu  (do not use canvas email) 
 
   This course is designed to familiarize you with the manner in which the Constitution has been 
interpreted by the Supreme Court throughout our history. In this area of Constitutional Law, we 
will focus on questions surrounding the powers of the three branches of our national government 
and the struggles over issues of federalism – state v. national powers. We will study the 
Constitution, the meaning and operation of judicial review and the concept of case law by using 
major opinions of the Supreme Court as well as important dissents. 
   It is critical that you come to class having completed the reading assignments and case briefs and 
be able to take notes. This is the only way you will be able to do well in this class. The material and 
reading load can be a bit intimidating, so please be sure you have the time and desire needed for 
this course – it requires a good deal of work on your part on an ongoing basis. If you have little 
knowledge of the American system of national government, I recommend you strongly reconsider 
your enrollment in this class. The syllabus is a contract so that you will know what you can expect 
from me and what I expect from you. If it’s too much, you may want to reconsider your enrollment 
with this in mind as well 


 
     Study as you go along and never wait until the last minute! Each test covers a great deal of 
information and trying to digest it all in one evening won’t be possible 
 
TEXT: Ducat, Constitutional Interpretation 10th edition, Vol. 1 
 
CLASS POLICIES 


   I do not take attendance for points for your grade, but missing class will cost you. You will miss 
important information, announcements and it will affect your brief and class participation grades. 
You must exchange contact information with at least two other students. Please get notes and to 
find out what you missed if you miss a class. If you still have questions come by during hours and I 
am all yours! I also encourage you to form your own study groups. 
     No electronic devices ( cell phones etc.)may be used in class. If anything rings, beeps etc. you 
stand and lead the class in singing “Row Row Row Your  Boat” or Old MacDonald had a Farm” 
making your choice of animal sounds., answer your phone and quack like a duck or any other goofy 
thing I may think of.(my choice!) 
 
Important 
 YOU are responsible for keeping track of your grades so be sure to keep all returned graded items.  If 
you feel there has been an error in a grade and you would like me to check on for you, you must 
request I do so within 5 working days after the test or brief was returned. If you “discover” a missing 
or incorrect grade after that time, no changes will be made. Don’t procrastinate- stay current! Check 
your web grades every time anything is returned to you with a grade.Mistakes on my part are 
possible, but you must let me know in a timely manner. No exceptions, so please don’t ask for one. 
 



mailto:cbenson@mail.ucf.edu





    Students who plagiarize will receive an “F” for the class. Do your own work. Copying someone 
else’s briefs is cheating! Do Not get your briefs from an internet site. I am quite familiar with them, 
and if you attempt to claim a brief from a website, you will receive no points for briefs and may well 
receive an “F” in the class. Your work must be your own. It’s critical to use your own words ( not the 
text) . I don’t expect perfection , especially during the first few weeks, but I assure you, you will catch 
on as the semester progresses. 


 
***You are adults and I will treat you as such. You are responsible for knowing what is 
expected of you. Ask if you are unclear about what is required for this course at any time. 


 
GRADING 


   Your grade in this class will consist of three components –tests (85%), collected briefs (10%) and 
class participation (5%). I do not use plus or minus grades, and No rounding up (or down) will be 
done. I use the scale of: 


     90 -100 =A 
                  80 - 89 = B 
                         70 - 79 = C 
       60 - 69 = D 
       Below 60 = F 
         ( An 89.9 is a “B”) 
 
                          


TESTS : There will be three tests given in class, counting for 85% of your grade. They will consist of 
multiple choice questions (the class size makes all essay impossible) and/or short answer/ essay 
questions. You will need scantrons (#2052). If you miss an exam, the optional comprehensive final 
will be your make-up test or you may take it to drop a low score. 3 tests will count regardless. If you 
take the final and don’t do as well as you did on the first three, the final will not count. I will use your 
top 3 test for calculating that element of your grade. There are no make-ups for specific individual 
tests. Class participation ( I will randomly call on students to explain parts or all of a case as well as 
other questions = be ready!) will count for 5% of your score. Briefs will be collected at random during 
the semester and graded – this will make up 10% of your grade.  
              Test topics will be over many cases and readings. Please be sure to keep up with the pace and 
refer to the table of cases and topics handed out in class. There is a great deal to know and understand 
for each test. Please be sure to check the actual workload before the end of add/drop. 
               
 BRIEFS 
    You are required to brief cases as you read. I will cover this in class in further detail. A simplified 
brief should include: 


 
1. Case name and date 
2. Facts of the case (enough to provide context, but not a detailed analysis of all circumstances) 
3. Constitutional question (s) 
4. Decision and rationale = a brief description of what the Court decided and why. Also note how 
    the case fits into the doctrinal being discussed and any significant dissenting opinions. 
5. Res Judicata – the established rule of law as a result of the Court’s decision. 
 







 
    I will collect briefs on 6-7 occasions over the semester. I will not give the date or case in class in 
advance, so always bring your briefs for each case as assigned to class everyday. They must be 
typed and in the form of the sample brief provided. I will count only 4 (for 2.5 points each) for 10% 
of your grade. There will be no make-ups for these since you can miss two and still get full credit. 
If you hand in all 6, the points for the 2 extra will be added to your grade. ( You can get up to 5 
extra points added to your final grade) You may not turn them in late or email them to me and get 
any points. They are due in class the day we discuss the case. Doing briefs is not just for “credit”, 
so don’t be upset if you do most of them required for that day and I ask for the one you don’t have. 
Writing your OWN briefs is an essential skill for your own understanding. Do NOT use internet 
sources. You will only be hurting your own ability to learn to brief. I do not accept briefs after the 
end of the class in which they are collected( no emails etc.) Any form of plagiarism ( Internet sites, 
other students etc. ) will result in an “F” for the course. 
 
Correct grammar and composition are required for all writing assignments – tests and briefs! 
    


CLASS PARTICIPATION 
   It is in important that you attend class and have briefed the day’s cases in advance. I will call on 
students at random every day to provide information about the cases and topics we are discussing. 
This component is worth 5 points. If you are not prepared even one time or not present more than 
once, you will lose points. Be Ready! 
 


GRADE CALCULATION: 
       Add your top 3 test scores and multiply the total by .85. Then add that to your brief and class 
participation points and that’s it!! (Not hard to do ). If canvas still displays % columns, IGNORE 
them!!!!. They do not work for the grading formula for this class and they are generally incorrect. I 
am unable to hide or delete them. This is most critical when you are deciding if you want to take the 
optional final at the end of the semester. 
  
DISCLAIMER 


   Students are responsible for everything discussed in class, including announced test dates and any 
changes I may make to the syllabus or other handouts. Everything is subject to change! This is a 
4000 level class. It is not designed to be “easy”. If you are coming to class as you should, you will 
always be given advance notice of test dates and any alterations I make to any element of the 
course requirements. I’m well aware of the demographics of the students who take this class – 
many of you are not political science majors. If you plan on going to Law School, I’d be doing you 
harm if I did not have strict requirements. If you’re taking it because you’re interested in the 
subject, as I was when choosing B.A. major and my advanced degree specialization, you should do 
just fine as well but it takes work. 
    
 
 The topics and case list will let you know an approximate time for tests. I can’t give definite dates 
in advance since each class is different and I have to spend more time explaining cases and 
answering questions for some than I do others.   
 







Everything contained in this syllabus , handouts and announced in class is subject to change by the 
Instructor. 
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INR 4084.0002: POLITICS OF INTERNATIONAL TERRORISM 
 
Instructor: Marcos Degaut  
Class Meetings: TuTh, 4:30-5:45 PM at CB1 0318 
Credit: 3 units 
Office Hours: 3:30 – 4:20 PM, TuTh at Philips Hall 313 or by appointment 
Instructor E-mail: marcosdegaut@knights.ucf.edu 
 
 
 Terrorism dominates the headlines today, but how much do we really know about this form of 
political violence? What is terrorism? Who is a terrorist, and in the eyes of whom? What drives an individual 
to join a violent political group? What are the characteristics of terrorism? Why do some groups engage in 
terrorism and others don't?  What are common causes of terrorism? This course will address these and 
many other questions, while introducing students to relevant analytical frameworks, theories, and cases 
concerning terrorism and providing a general introduction to important facets of terrorism, such as its 
historical development, its strategic logics, contemporary methodologies, and political roots, as well as the 
challenges facing counter-terrorism today.   
 
 
Course Goals: 
 
As a result of this course, the student will:  


 be able to identify, analyze, and describe the major causes of terrorism.  


 be able to identify, analyze, and describe the major consequences of terrorism.  


 be able to identify, analyze and describe why individuals connect with and join terrorist groups.  


 acquire an understanding of the historical foundations of contemporary international terrorism. 


 acquire a thorough understanding of modern terrorism as a political, military, social, and economic 
phenomenon. 


 become familiar with characteristics of major terrorist organizations, including their political 
ideologies and efforts by opponents to counter them. 


 learn how to improve their analytical thinking, conduct quality research, and present an effective 
argument, both orally and in writing. 


 
 
Course Design 
 
 This course will provide a variety of activities and assessments to assist you in achieving the 
outcomes/objectives for the course, reason why it involves a combination of class sessions which includes 
lecture and discussion, directed readings, papers, exams, and opportunities for informal discussion during 
office hours. Each part serves a purpose, be it information transmission and retention, promoting rigorous 
analysis, or encouraging the development of new ideas.  Failing to engage with all parts will diminish the 
return on your efforts.  For this reason, pre-class preparation is essential for this course.  Students are 
expected to have read and considered the assigned material prior to the course, and be prepared to discuss it 
in class.  Please remember that that the material of the course is delivered in both texts and in-class 
discussion, which means that the texts contain valuable ideas and information which may not be specifically 
addressed in class, and discussions and lectures will go beyond the readings.  You are responsible for 
understanding both, so please be sure to raise questions about things you are unsure about.  
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Assignments: 
 
 Course grades will be the product of the following: 
 
Class Preparation and Participation: 10%. 
Note that “Class Preparation and Participation” represents 10% of your overall grade.  Your active 
participation in class is therefore necessary if this class is to be a successful learning experience.  This means 
you must come in having read the assignments and join in the class-room discussion of them, making 
evident that you have read and thought about them. While attendance is not graded as such, excessive 
truancy can affect this grade, since you are unable to participate when absent.  I document and grade class 
participation after every class meeting. 
 
5 1-page papers: 15%. Topics will be distributed in class. 
 
Midterm Exam: 25%, 3 March, at normal class time.  
 
Course Paper: 25%, Due 26 April.  Write an 8-page paper advancing an argument about a subject related to 
terrorism.  Further instructions will be distributed.  
 
Final Exam: 25%, Monday, 28 April, cumulative. 
 
 
 
Missed Assignments/Make-Ups  
 
Papers and assignments must be turned in by class time on the day they are due.  They should be in 
hardcopy unless unforeseen circumstances prevent printing them in or handing them in a timely manner. 
Exams may not be rescheduled or postponed. Exceptions will be allowed only under extreme, 
documented circumstances. Under such circumstances, you are required to notify me (or, if I am 
unavailable, the Department of Political Science) prior to the date or as soon as possible if prior notice is 
impossible.  Late papers are generally not accepted. If I accept a late paper because of circumstances, I will 
make substantial reductions in the paper grade for every day it is late, up to a maximum of 75% reduction. 
 
 
 
 
Ungraded Assignment 
 
First Week Academic Activity  
As of Fall 2014, all faculty members are required to document students' academic activity at the beginning 
of each course. In order to document that you began this course, please complete the following academic 
activity by the end of the first week of classes, or as soon as possible after adding the course, but no later 
than August 28. Failure to do so will result in a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid. To complete 
the assignment (it’s simple, based on the first reading), go to the webcourses webpage, select quizzes, and 
complete the 1-question quiz. 
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Evaluation and Grading 
 
Grades are assigned to both individual pieces of work and cumulatively.  The grade scale I use for both is 
below (note that “g” refers to the numerical grade you receive).  I do not usually curve grades, but reserve 
the right to do so if I deem it necessary.  All material is graded on its own terms, rather than through 
comparison with other students’ work.  
 


100>g≥93: A 90>g≥88: B+ 80>g≥78: C+ 70>g≥68: D+ 60>g: E 


 88>g≥83: B 78>g≥73: C 68>g≥63: D  


93>g≥90: A- 83>g≥80: B 73>g≥70: C- 63>g≥60: D  


 
 
Academic Honesty 
 
As reflected in the UCF creed, integrity and scholarship are core values that should guide our conduct and 
decisions as members of the UCF community. Plagiarism and cheating contradict these values, and so are 
very serious academic offenses. Penalties can include a failing grade in an assignment or in the course, or 
suspension or expulsion from the university. Students are expected to familiarize themselves with and 
follow the University’s Rules of Conduct (see http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/). 
 
Plagiarism and Cheating of any kind on an examination, paper, or assignment will result at least in an "F" for 
that assignment (and may, depending on the severity of the case, lead to an "F" for the entire course) and 
may be subject to appropriate referral to the Office of Student Conduct for further action. See the UCF 
Golden Rule for further information. I will assume for this course that you will adhere to the academic 
creed of this University and will maintain the highest standards of academic integrity. In other words, don't 
cheat by giving answers to others or taking them from anyone else. I will also adhere to the highest 
standards of academic integrity, so please do not ask me to change (or expect me to change) your grade 
illegitimately or to bend or break rules for one person that will not apply to everyone.  
 
 
Disabilities Accommodations 
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all persons 
with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students with disabilities who 
need accommodations in this course must contact the professor at the beginning of the semester to discuss 
needed accommodations. No accommodations will be provided until the student has met with the professor 
to request accommodations. Students who need accommodations must be registered with Student Disability 
Services, Ferrell Commons Room 132, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, 
before requesting accommodations from the professor. 
 
Changes to the Syllabus 
In the event that there is a need for there to be any changes to the syllabus, an e-mail will be sent to all 
students’ knights-mail accounts (as maintained by the registrar), and will be mentioned in class meetings.  
Changes become effective immediately after their mention in class, or the sending of the e-mail. 
 
Cancellation of Class: In the event that the instructor needs to cancel class, an e-mail will be sent to all 
students’ knights-mail accounts (as maintained by the registrar) prior to class time. 
 



http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/
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Copyright  
This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, images, text materials, 
etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use doctrine in order to enhance the learning 
environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, or distribute these items. The use of these materials is strictly 
reserved for this classroom environment and your use only. All copyright materials are credited to the 
copyright holder. 
 
 
 


Readings  
The following book should be purchased: 
 
Russell Howard and Bruce Hoffman, Terrorism and Counter Terrorism: Understanding the New Security 
Environment, Readings and Interpretations, 4th edition. Mcgraw-Hill. 
 
All other course materials will be available online, via the webcourses@ucf website. 
 
 


Course Schedule 
 
12 January 
Overview of the course 
No reading required 
 
14 January 
What is terrorism? 
Howard & Hoffman, Chapter 1.1, “Defining Terrorism”, by Bruce Hoffman. 
Howard & Hoffman, Chapter 1.2, "Terrorism: Theirs & Ours," by Eqbal Ahmad. 
 
19 January 
Characteristics of terrorism 
Cindy C. Combs (2006), “An Idea Whose Time Has Come?”, pp. 8-19. 
Paul Pillar (2001), “The Dimensions of Terrorism and Counterterrorism”, pp. 24-36. 
 
21 January 
The Pre History of Terrorism and the Roots of Modern Terrorism 
 
Gérard Chaliand & Arnaud Blin (2007), “Zealots and Assassins”, pp. 55-78, and “The invention of Modern 
Terror”, pp. 95-112. 
Olivier Hubac-Occhipinti (2007), “Anarchist Terrorists of the Nineteenth Century”, pp. 113-131; and 
Gérard Chaliand & Arnaud Blin (2007), “Russian Terrorism, 1878-1908”, pp. 132-174. 
 
26 January 
The Roots of Modern Terrorism – A New Terrorism? 
David Rapoport (2004), “The Four Waves of Modern Terrorism”, pp. 46-73. 
Howard & Hoffman, Chapter 3.1, "The New Terrorism", by Russell Howard and Margaret J. Nencheck;   
Howard & Hoffman, Chapter 3.2, "The Debate over `New' vs. `Old' Terrorism, by Martha Crenshaw. 
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Optional Reading: 
Paul Wilkinson (2003), “Why Modern Terrorism?”, pp. 106-134. 
 
28 January  
Why Terrorism? 
Howard & Hoffman, Chapter 1.3, "The Logic of Terrorism: Terrorist Behavior as a Product of Strategic 
Choice," by Martha Crenshaw; 
Martha Crenshaw (2003), “The Causes of Terrorism”, pp. 92-103. 
 
Optional Reading: 
Howard & Hoffman, Chapter 2.4, "Terrorism as a Product of Choices and Perceptions, by James Forest;  
 
2 February 
Why Terrorism? 
Rex A. Hudson (1999), “The Sociology and Psychology of Terrorism: Who Becomes a Terrorist and Why?” 
pp. 19-55; 
 
Optional Readings: 
Edward Newman, “Weak States, State Failure, and Terrorism”, Terrorism and Political Violence, 2007, Vol. 19, 
issue 4; 
Alan Krueger & Jitka Maleckova, “Education, Poverty and Terrorism: Is There a Causal Connection?”, 
Journal of Economic Perspectives, 2003, Vol. 17, n. 4. 
 
 
4 February 
The Strategies of Terrorism  
Andrew Kydd and Barbara F. Walter, “The Strategies of Terrorism,” International Security, Vol. 31, n. 1, 
Summer 2006, pp. 49-80. 
Howard & Hoffman, Chapter 3.3, "Networks, Netwar, and Information-Age Terrorism”, by John Arquilla, 
David Ronfeldt, and Michele Zanini;  
 
Optional Reading: 
Howard & Hoffman, Chapter 5.2, “The Logic of Suicide Terrorism,” by Bruce Hoffman. 
Robert Pape (2003), “The Strategic Logic of Suicide Terrorism”, American Political Science Review, Vol 97, 
n. 3, pp. 343-361. 
 
9 February 
A Typology of Terrorism: Revolutionary and Sub-Revolutionary Terrorism 
Dennis A. Pluchinsky, “Germany's red army faction: An obituary,” Studies in Conflict and Terrorism, 1993, Vol. 
16, Issue 2. 
Xavier Raufer, “The red brigades: Farewell to arms,” Studies in Conflict and Terrorism, 1993, Vol. 16, issue 4. 
 
Optional Reading: 
Brenda Lutz & James Lutz (2013), “Terrorism”, pp. 273-288. 
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11 February 
A Typology of Terrorism: Repressive and Separatist Terrorism 
Ignacio Sànchez-Cuenca, 'The Dynamics Of Nationalist Terrorism: ETA and the IRA', Terrorism and Political 
Violence, 2007, Vol. 19, n. 3. 
Drazen Petrovic, “Ethnic Cleansing – An Attempt at Methodology”, European Journal of International Law, n. 
3, 1994, pp. 342-259. 
 
Optional Reading: 
Rony Blum et al., “Ethnic cleansing’ bleaches the atrocities of genocide”, European Journal of Public Health, 
2007, Vol. 1, n. 6. 
Daniel Byman (1997), “The Logic of Ethnic Terrorism”, 1997, Rand Corporation. 
 
16 February 
A Typology of Terrorism: International Terrorism 
Howard & Hoffman, Chapter 2.1, "Behind the Curve: Globalization and International Terrorism”, by 
Audrey Kurth Cronin.  
Howard & Hoffman, Chapter 2.2, "Do Terrorist Networks Need a Home?", by Ray Takeyh and Nikolas K. 
Gvosdev; 
 
Optional Readings: 
Justin Conrad (2011), “Interstate Rivalry and Terrorism,” Journal of Conflict Resolution, Vol. 50, n. 6, pp. 889- 
Belgin San Akca (2009), “'Supporting Non-State Armed Groups: A Resort to Illegality?”, Journal of 
Strategic Studies, Vol. 32, issue 4, pp. 589-613. 
Howard & Hoffman, Chapter 2.3, "Weak States and Global Threats: Fact or Fiction?, by  Stewart Patrick.  
925. 
 
18 February 
A Typology of Terrorism: Narco-Terrorism 
Howard & Hoffman, Chapter 5.7, "The Nexus of Extremism and Trafficking: Scourge of the World or so 
Much Hype”, by Russell D. Howard and Colleen M. Traughber.  
James Piazza, “The Illicit Drug Trade, Counternarcotics Strategies, and Terrorism,” Public Choice, 2011, Vol. 
149, issue 3, pp. 297-314. 
 
Optional Reading: 
Vera Eccarius-Kelly, “Surreptitious Lifelines: A Structural Analysis of the FARC and the PKK,” Terrorism 
and Political Violence, 2012, Vol. 24, issue 2. 
 
23 February 
A Typology of Terrorism: Religious Terrorism 
David Rapoport (1984), “Fear and Trembling: Terrorism in Three Religious Traditions”, American Political 
Science Review, Vol. 78, n. 3, pp. 658-677. 
Howard & Hoffman, Chapter 4.1, "Terrorism in the Name of Religion”, by Magnus Ranstorp; 
Howard & Hoffman, Chapter 4.2, "A Genealogy of Radical Islam," by Quintan Wiktorowicz; 
 
Optional Readings: 
Howard & Hoffman, Chapter 4.3, "The Clash within Islam”, by Emmanuel Sivan.  
Howard & Hoffman, Chapter 3.4, "Al Qaeda's Trajectory during and After Bin Laden, by Rohan 
Gunaratna; 
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25 February  
A Typology of Terrorism: Religious Terrorism 
Harold Brackman (2011), “Hamas – Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow”, pp. 6-20. 
Beverley Milton-Edwards (2013), “Hamas and the Arab Spring: Strategic Shifts?”  Middle East Policy, vol. 
XX, N. 3, pp. 60-72. 
Krista E. Wiegand (2009), “Reformation of a Terrorist Group: Hezbollah as a Lebanese Political Party”, 
Studies in Conflict & Terrorism, 32: 8 
 
Optional reading: 
Graeme Wood (2015), “What ISIS Really Wants”, The Atlantic, available at 
http://www.theatlantic.com/features/archive/2015/02/what-isis-really-wants/384980/ 
 
1st March  
Mid-Term Review 
 
3 March 
MIDTERM EXAM  
 
7 March to 12 March 
SPRING BREAK 
NO CLASSES 
 
15 March  
Cyberterrorism 
Howard & Hoffman, Chapter 5.5, "www.terror.net: How Modern Terrorism Uses the Internet," by Gabriel 
Weimann; 
Howard & Hoffman, Chapter 5.6, "Going Viral: Al-Qaeda's Use of Online Social Media, by Jarret M. 
Brachman.  
 
Optional Readings 
Myriam Dunn Cavelty (2013), “Cyber Security”, Contemporary Security Studies, pp. 362-378; 
Gregory J. Rattray (2001), “The Cyberterrorism Threat”, pp. 221-244. 
 
17 March 
Financing Terror 
James Piazza, “The Opium Trade and Patterns of Terrorism in Afghanistan,” Terrorism and Political Violence. 
Michael Freeman (2011), “The Sources of Terrorist Financing: Theory and Typology,” Studies in Conflict and 
Terrorism, n. 34, pp. 461-475. 
 
Optional Reading: 
Joshua Prober (2005), “Accounting for Terror: Debunking the Paradigm of Inexpensive Terrorism”, 
Washington Institute for Near East Policy,  Policy Watch #1041. 
Matthew Levitt (2012), “Hizbullah Narco-Terrorism”, IHS Defense, Risk and Security Consulting, The 
Washington Institute. 
 
 
 
 



http://www.theatlantic.com/features/archive/2015/02/what-isis-really-wants/384980/
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22 March October 
The Lone Wolves/ Recruitment, Training, Tactics, and Techniques 
 
Rafaello Pantucci (2011), “A Typology of Lone Wolves”, The International Centre for the Study of Radicalization 
and Political Violence. 
Cindy C. Combs (2006), “Terrorist Training”, pp. 136-152; 
 
Optional Reading: 
Sarah Teich (2013), “Trends and Developments in Lone Wolf Terrorism in the Western World”, International 
Institute for Counter Terrorism. 
 
24 March  
WMD’s 
Howard & Hoffman, Chapter 5.1, "Assessing the Post-9/11 Threat of CBRN Terrorism”, by Gavin 
Cameron and Natasha E. Bajema; 
Gregory Koblentz (2011), “Predicting Peril or the Peril of Prediction? Assessing the Risk of CBRN 
Terrorism”, Terrorism and Political Violence, vol. 23, issue. 4, pp 501-520. 
 
29 March  
Organizing to Fight Terrorism 
Richard. K Betts (2002), “Fixing Intelligence”, Foreign Affairs. 
Marcos Degaut (2015), “Spies and Policymakers: Intelligence in the Information Age”, Intelligence and 
National Security Journal. 
 
31 March 
Organizing to Fight Terrorism 
Loch K. Johnson (2003) “Strategic Intelligence: The Weakest Link in the War against World Terrorism”, pp. 
239-252. 
Joshua Rovner (2011), “Fixing the Facts or Missing the Mark? Intelligence, Policy, and the War in Iraq”, 
Foreign Policy Research Institute; 
 
5 April  
Strategies for Combating Terrorism 
Erik Dahl (2011), “The Plots that Failed: Intelligence Lessons Learned from Unsuccessful Terrorist Attacks 
Against the US,” Studies in Conflict and Terrorism, Vol. 34, pp. 621-648, 
 
7 April  
Approaches to Countering Terrorism 
Howard & Hoffman, Chapter 7.6, "U.S. Counterterrorism Policy and Strategy: The Early Obama 
Administration," by Christopher C. Harmon 
Howard & Hoffman, Chapter 7.4, "No Path to Glory: Deterring Homegrown Terrorism”, by Brian Michael 
Jenkins 
 
12 April 
Approaches to Countering Terrorism 
Howard & Hoffman, Chapter 7.2, "US Counter-terrorism Options: A Taxonomy," by Daniel Byman; 
Howard & Hoffman, Chapter 8.2 , "Counterterrorism Strategy Initiative Policy Paper: The Year of the 
Drone, by Peter Bergen and Katherine Tiedemann; 
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14 April 
Approaches to Countering Terrorism 
Howard & Hoffman, Chapter 8.3, "Assessing the Success of Leadership Targeting," by Austin Long; 
Bryan Price (2012), “Targeting Top Terrorists: How Leadership Decapitation Contributes to 
Counterterrorism,” International Security, Vol. 36, n. 4, pp. 9-46. 
 
Optional Reading: 
Jenna Jordan (2009), “When Heads Roll: Assessing the Effectiveness of Leadership Decapitation”, Security 
Studies, Vol. 18, pp. 719-755. 
 
19 April  
Approaches to Countering Terrorism 
Howard & Hoffman, Chapter 8.4, "Preemptive Military Doctrine: No Other Choice, by Russell D. Howard; 
Anthony Clark Arend (2003), “International Law and the Preemptive Use of Military Force”, The Washington 
Quarterly, Vol. 26, Issue 2, pp. 89-103. 
 
21 April 
Final Review 
 
26 April  
TERM PAPER DUE 
 
28 April 
FINAL EXAM 








Course Syllabus 


Spring Semester 2016 
  


Instructor Contact 


• Instructor: Christopher Olds, Ph.D. 
• Office: 302R 
• Office Hours: Tuesday 12:30 pm to 2:50 pm EST, and Thursday 12:30 pm to 2:50 pm EST 
• Phone: 407-823-2659 
• E-mail: christopher.olds@ucf.edu 


Course Information 


• Course Name: Political Behavior 
• Course ID & Section: POS 4204-0W59 
• Credit Hours: 3 
• Semester/Year: Spring 2016 
• Location: Online Asynchronous 


Course Description 
Mass political behavior, concentrating on voting and participation, primarily in the United States. PREREQUISITES: POS 2041 or consent of the instructor. 


Course Objectives 
As the instructor of this course, I expect that my students at the end of the course will: 


• Be able to critique research on the determinants of both individual-level and group-level political behavior. 
• Be able to discuss areas of disagreement and debate regarding how political attitudes and values are developed. 
• Be able to evaluate contextual factors that help explain variation in political behavior across various demographic groups. 
• Be able to discern the difficulties in trying to measure and evaluate social phenomena. 
• Be able to review, analyze, and connect preexisting research in a useful and coherent way. 
• Be able to express arguments rooted in substantive evidence. 
• Be able to respectfully and intelligently critique arguments made by others. 
• Be able to develop a writing style that is focused and informative for readers. 
• Be able to communicate your ideas to others with precision and clarity. 
• Be able to harness technological tools to construct a critical assessment of concepts. 


Required Textbook 


• Niemi, Richard G., Herbert F. Weisberg, and David C. Kimball, eds. 2011. Controversies in Voting Behavior. 5th ed. Washington, D.C.: CQ Press. 
• All other required materials will come primarily from the electronic holdings of the UCF Library. A link to reach the materials will be posted within the 


corresponding week in which it is assigned on the course schedule. 


Course Requirements 
The course requires successful completion of several assignments that at all times adhere to existing UCF standards of academic integrity, as well as 
standards pertaining to the display of respect for others within the learning environment. Details of all of these aspects are discussed in greater detail in the 
ensuing sections of the syllabus, as well as the course expectations page within the Week One module. 


Missed Assignments/Make-Ups/Extra Credit 
Due to the nature of the class, late assignments are not accepted unless a note from an appropriate source 
confirms a university excused reason for the work needing to be submitted late. Students must provide legitimate documentation for any instance where a 
student will not meet an assignment deadline that meets university guidelines for a permissible absence. This documentation must be provided the same 
business week of the absence. Documentation can be left in the department main office and should be time-stamped by an office worker. Once legitimate 
documentation has been provided, students will be provided an opportunity to submit the assignment at a time agreed upon by both instructor and student. 


No extra credit is offered in the course. 


Evaluation and Grading 







Final grades are out of one hundred points possible (a Z designation represents academic dishonesty) – 


Letter Grade Points 


A 91.5-100 points 


A- 90.0-91.4 points 


B+ 88.6-89.9 points 


B 81.5-88.5 points 


B- 80.0-81.4 points 


C+ 78.6-79.9 points 


C 71.5-78.5 points 


C- 70.0-71.4 points 


D+ 68.6-69.9 points 


D 61.5-68.5 points 


D- 60.0-61.4 points 


F 59.9 or less points 


   


Required Graded Course Items Points 


Weekly Concept Worksheet  30 


Weekly Analytical Papers 30 


Final Examination 40 


Total 100 


Description of Assignments 
Weekly Concept Worksheet (30 points): For each week of the fifteen weeks of course instruction, students will have an opportunity to answer a series of 
questions about the course materials for the week. Each worksheet must be completed by Sunday of the corresponding course week at 11:59 pm EST. No 
collaboration is allowed on these worksheets. The worksheets must be completed by following a closed note, closed book, and closed external resource 
protocol. Failure to do so, even in just one worksheet, will result in an automatic zero out of thirty for the entire assignment on the semester. Using 
the variety of question and response formats provided through the Materia online interface, students will attempt to complete the worksheet after reviewing 
the course materials each week. Students have one chance to complete the worksheet each week (once answers have been submitted, the worksheet 
cannot be completed again). Each worksheet is worth two points. The points are allotted based on the percentage of questions the student answers correctly. 
Please note that the percentage correct will not be rounded up. The point breakdown each week is as follows: 


100% correct: 2 


95-99.99% correct: 1.8 


90-94.99% correct: 1.6 


85-89.99% correct: 1.4 


80-84.99% correct: 1.2 


75-79.99% correct: 1 


70-74.99% correct: 0.8 


65-69.99% correct: 0.6 


60-64.99% correct: 0.4 


55-59.99% correct: 0.2 


54.99% or below correct: 0 


Weekly Analytical Papers (30 points): For each week of the fifteen weeks of course instruction, a discussion prompt will be posted in the module for the 
corresponding week. Students will be required to submit a one to two page maximum response to the prompt. The submission must be made 
through webcourses@ucf/Canvas with a .doc, a .docx, or a .pdf file. The student must follow specific formatting rules (12-pt. Times New Roman font, single 
spaced, one inch margins on all sides, and do not use headers/footers). The student must cite the relevant course materials using the APSA citation and 
reference formatting style. Every submission will be checked for academic integrity by submitting the work to TurnItIn’s plagiarism monitor via 
webcourses@ucf/Canvas. The analytical paper must be submitted each week on Wednesday at 11:59 pm EST. An analytical paper that fails to follow these 
instructions will receive a grade of zero. Students can earn up to 1 point each week for providing a thorough initial analysis of the discussion prompt that 
follows the submission guidelines. 







After Wednesday at 11:59 pm EST, people will be assigned the paper of a classmate for a peer response. The peer response should offer a polite and 
thoughtful critique of the analysis offered in the analytical paper submission. A discussion of the perceived strengths and weaknesses of the substantive 
points of the paper is necessary. Peer reviewers should discuss aspects from the course materials for the week when explaining their outlook on the 
submission. These responses should be at minimum eight sentences in length. The purpose is for students to engage in a meaningful dialogue with peers 
about the concepts raised in the course materials. Peer responses will be completed over the webcourses@ucf/Canvas interface. Peer responses are due by 
Sunday at 11:59 pm EST each course week. Students can earn up to 1 point each week for providing a detailed review of the analytical paper submission 
offered by a peer.  


For both the analytical paper and the peer review, it is absolutely essential that students refrain from giving unsubstantiated personal views. Do not write 
about your personal ideology and/or pure opinions; an impartial analysis of all perspectives is required. A discussion of the course materials is 
needed, not an individual editorial. In addition, analytical papers and peer responses should only cite and reference course materials; in other words, do not 
use outside sources in your responses. Refusal to follow these directions results in an automatic zero on both portions of the assignment for the week. Please 
note the participation guidelines for this assignment in the "Attendance and Behavior Policy." 


Final Examination (40 points): For this assignment, students will be presented with a variety of questions about the course material presented over the 
course of the semester. The purpose is to gauge your comprehension of the concepts discussed in the course. The final examination will be available 
between the UCF final examination period (opening April 28th at 12 am EST and closing on May 4th at 11:59 pm EST). Students will have one opportunity to 
take and submit their responses to the questions. The time window available for students to complete the examination is three hours. All components of the 
examination will be completed over the webcourses@ucf/Canvas interface. 


All students must have or acquire a working webcam enabled that submits a visual of you completing the examination, as the final examination 
will use the ProctorHub tool that monitors student behavior while taking an online assessment. You must give permission 
to webcourses@ucf/Canvas to enable monitoring your behavior during your examination period. If you complete the examination online but there 
is no webcam enabled or working, the student will automatically earn a zero on the final. There will be no exceptions; no webcam visualization of 
student behavior during the examination period results in a score of zero on the assignment. It is mandatory to have a visualization of student 
behavior to be sure of academic honesty and integrity of the course assessment. There will be a brief practice use of the ProctorHub tool two 
weeks prior to the final examination. Those students who have issues with webcam visualization during this practice run will be contacted. In 
instances where an alternative webcam solution cannot be found, the student must contact me before the exam week so that an in-person final 
examination can be arranged. 


Attendance and Behavior Policy 
The course is focused heavily on student participation. Active learning is a major emphasis in my approach to teaching. A major portion of class is devoted to 
class discussion that will occur through the submission and peer review of papers over the webcourses@ucf/Canvas learning management system. A 
positive environment is a good learning environment, and is especially important in a course with little face-to-face interaction between students and the 
instructor. Students must show respect to their peers and the instructor at all times. 


Since we will be exchanging ideas and at times touch on controversial political topics through the online forum, you will in all likelihood encounter a statement 
you disagree with. Regardless, you must never belittle, shout down, insult, or mock another person for their position. Doing so can lead to a person’s 
dismissal from the course. The intention of the course is to learn how to think critically using substantiated evidence about political phenomena pertaining to 
individual-level and group-level political participation. Any behavior that hinders the ability of others to learn the materials is not permissible. 


If students do not participate in submitting either an analytical paper or a peer review for at least three class weeks, they will automatically receive 
a score of zero in the weekly analytical papers portion of the course. 


Academic Honesty 
No form of academic dishonesty (cheating, plagiarism, etc.) will be tolerated. As commonly defined, plagiarism consists of passing off as one’s own the ideas, 
words, writings, etc., which belong to another. In accordance with this definition, you are committing plagiarism if you copy the work of another person 
and turn it in as your own, even if you have permission of that person. This includes copying material from books, reports, journals, pamphlets, handouts, 
other publications, web sites, etc., without giving appropriate credit for those ideas and/or without identifying material as quotations when taken directly from 
another source.  


If you are still uncertain as to what constitutes academic dishonesty, please consult The Golden Rule, the University of Central Florida’s Student Handbook 
(http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/) for further details. As in all UCF courses, The Golden Rule Rules of Conduct will be applied. Violations of these rules 
will result in a record of the infraction being placed in your file and receiving a zero on the work in question AT A MINIMUM. At my discretion, you may also 
receive a failing grade for the course. Confirmation of such incidents can also result in expulsion from the University. 


Note that TurnItIn is used in the course. The service is an automated system which instructors can use to quickly and easily compare the assignment of each 
student with billions of web sites, as well as an enormous database of student papers that grows with each submission. After the assignment is processed, I 
receive a report from http://www.turnitin.com that states if and how another author’s work was used in the assignment. This report is used as a tool when 
assessing academic dishonesty. 


Academic Accommodations for a Disability 
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate 
formats upon request. Students who need accommodations must be registered with Student Accessibility Services before requesting accommodations from 
the professor. Student Accessibility Services is located in Ferrell Commons Room 185. The office can be contacted by phone 407.823.2371, or TTY/TDD-
only phone 407.823.2116. Visit the Student Accessibility website at the following link: http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/ 


Note: The Americans with Disabilities Act is a federal anti-discrimination statute that provides comprehensive civil rights protection for persons with 
disabilities. Among other things, this legislation requires that all students with disabilities be guaranteed a learning environment that provides for reasonable 
accommodation of their disabilities. 



http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://www.turnitin.com/

http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/





UCF Guidelines on a Diverse and Inclusive Learning Environment 
The University of Central Florida considers the diversity of its students, faculty, and staff to be a strength and critical to its educational mission. UCF expects 
every member of the university community to contribute to an inclusive and respectful culture for all in its classrooms, work environments, and at campus 
events. Dimensions of diversity can include sex, race, age, national origin, ethnicity, gender identity and expression, intellectual and physical ability, sexual 
orientation, income, faith and non-faith perspectives, socio-economic class, political ideology, education, primary language, family status, military experience, 
cognitive style, and communication style. The individual intersection of these experiences and characteristics must be valued in our community. 


Title IX prohibits sex discrimination, including sexual misconduct, sexual violence, sexual harassment, and retaliation. If you or someone you know has been 
harassed or assaulted, you can find resources available to support the victim, including confidential resources and information concerning reporting options 
at http://shield.ucf.edu/ and http://cares.sdes.ucf.edu/. 


If there are aspects of the design, instruction, and/or experiences within this course that result in barriers to your inclusion or accurate assessment of 
achievement, please contact me as soon as possible, and/or contact Student Accessibility Services. 


UCF Guidelines on Religious Observances 
Students are expected to notify me in advance if they are unavailable for class activities to observe a holy day of their religious faith. For additional 
information, contact the Office of Diversity Initiatives at 407.823.6479. 


Copyright 
This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, images, text materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the 
Fair Use doctrine in order to enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, download or distribute these items. The use of these materials 
is strictly reserved for this online classroom environment and your use only. All copyright materials are credited to the copyright holder. 


Any handouts used in this course are copyrighted. Handouts means all materials generated for this class, which include, but are not limited to: syllabi, notes, 
essay prompts, and review sheets. Because these materials are copyrighted, you do not have the right to copy the handouts unless the instructor 
expressly grants permission. 


Third-Party Software and FERPA 
During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or software applications sometimes called third-party software, such as a 
blog, wiki, or audio content repository. While some of these could be required assignments, you need not make any personally identifying information 
available on a public site. Do not post or provide any private information about yourself or your classmates. Some assignments posted publicly may require 
personal reflection/comments, but the assignments will not require you to disclose any personal sensitive information. If you have any concerns about this, 
please contact your instructor. 


Course Schedule 
 Week/Dates Topic Assignments Due Dates 


Week 1 Course Orientation and the 
Study of Political Behavior 


Read Niemi, Weisberg, and 
Kimball. 2011. Chapter 1. 


Read Powner. 2007. Link (Links to an 
external site.) 
Review APSA Referencing/Citation Style 
Guidelines and Complete Citation Style 
Activity. 


Participate in Weekly Analytical Papers #1. 


Complete Weekly Concept Worksheet #1. 


Review Syllabus and Complete Syllabus 
Quiz. 


Original Submission of Weekly Analytical Paper 
#1: 1/13/16 by 11:59 pm EST 


Syllabus Quiz: 1/15/16 by 12 pm EST  


Complete Citation Style Activity: 1/17/16 by 
11:59 pm EST 


Submit Weekly Concept Worksheet #1: 1/17/16 
by 11:59 pm EST 


Peer Response to Weekly Analytical Paper #1: 
1/17/16 by 11:59 pm EST 


Week 2 Democratic Beliefs and 
Democratic Values 


Read Theiss-Moore. 1993. Link 


Read Putnam. 1995. Link 


Read Bennett. 1998. Link 


Read Mondak et al. 2010. Link 


Participate in Weekly Analytical Papers #2. 


Complete Weekly Concept Worksheet #2. 


Original Submission of Weekly Analytical Paper 
#2: 1/20/16 by 11:59 pm EST 


Submit Weekly Concept Worksheet #2: 1/24/16 
by 11:59 pm EST 


Peer Response to Weekly Analytical Paper #2: 
1/24/16 by 11:59 pm EST 


Week 3 Electoral Strategy and 
System Change 


Read Niemi, Weisberg, and 
Kimball. 2011. Chapters 18, 19, 20, and 21. 


Read Druckman et al. 2010. Link 


Original Submission of Weekly Analytical 
Paper #3: 1/27/16 by 11:59 pm EST 


Submit Weekly Concept Worksheet #3: 1/31/16 



http://shield.ucf.edu/

http://cares.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://jayandleanne.com/lpowner/tchdocs/readingps.pdf

http://jayandleanne.com/lpowner/tchdocs/readingps.pdf
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Participate in Weekly Analytical Papers #3. 


Complete Weekly Concept Worksheet #3. 


  


  


by 11:59 pm EST 


Peer Response to Weekly Analytical Paper #3: 
1/31/16 by 11:59 pm EST 


Week 4 Voter Turnout Read Niemi, Weisberg, and 
Kimball. 2011. Chapters 2, 3, and 4. 


Participate in Weekly Analytical Papers #4. 


Complete Weekly Concept Worksheet #4. 


Original Submission of Weekly Analytical 
Paper #4: 2/3/16 by 11:59 pm EST 


Submit Weekly Concept Worksheet #4: 2/7/16 
by 11:59 pm EST 


Peer Response to Weekly Analytical Paper #4: 
2/7/16 by 11:59 pm EST 


Week 5 Voter Turnout (continued) Read Gerber, Green, and Larimer. 
2008. Link 


Read Ansolabehere. 2009. Link 


Read Holbrook and Krosnick. 2010. Link 


Participate in Weekly Analytical Papers #5. 


Complete Weekly Concept Worksheet #5. 


Original Submission of Weekly Analytical 
Paper #5: 2/10/16 by 11:59 pm EST 


Submit Weekly Concept Worksheet #5: 2/14/16 
by 11:59 pm EST 


Peer Response to Weekly Analytical Paper #5: 
2/14/16 by 11:59 pm EST 


Week 6 Partisanship and Polarization Read Bartels. 2000. Link 


Read Carsey and Layman 2006. Link 


Participate in Weekly Analytical Papers #6. 


Complete Weekly Concept Worksheet #6. 


Original Submission of Weekly Analytical 
Paper #6: 2/17/16 by 11:59 pm EST 


Submit Weekly Concept Worksheet #6: 2/21/16 
by 11:59 pm EST 


Peer Response to Weekly Analytical Paper #6: 
2/21/16 by 11:59 pm EST 


Week 7 Partisanship and 
Polarization(continued) 


Read Niemi, Weisberg, and 
Kimball. 2011. Chapters 12, 13, and 14. 


Participate in Weekly Analytical Papers #7. 


Complete Weekly Concept Worksheet #7. 


Original Submission of Weekly Analytical 
Paper #7: 2/24/16 by 11:59 pm EST 


Submit Weekly Concept Worksheet #7: 2/28/16 
by 11:59 pm EST 


Peer Response to Weekly Analytical Paper #7: 
2/28/16 by 11:59 pm EST 


Week 8 Partisanship and 
Polarization(continued) 


Read Niemi, Weisberg, and Kimball. 2011. 
Chapters 15, 16, and 17. 


Participate in Weekly Analytical Papers #8. 


Complete Weekly Concept Worksheet #8. 


Original Submission of Weekly Analytical 
Paper #8: 3/2/16 by 11:59 pm EST 


Submit Weekly Concept Worksheet #8: 3/6/16 
by 11:59 pm EST 


Peer Response to Weekly Analytical Paper #8: 
3/6/16 by 11:59 pm EST 


Week 9 Public Opinion and Political 
Information 


Read Converse. 1964. Link 


Read Carmines, Ensley, and Wagner. 
2012. Link (Links to an external site.) 
Participate in Weekly Analytical Papers #9. 


Complete Weekly Concept Worksheet #9. 


Original Submission of Weekly Analytical 
Paper #9: 3/9/16 by 11:59 pm EST 


Submit Weekly Concept Worksheet #9: 3/13/16 
by 11:59 pm EST 


Peer Response to Weekly Analytical Paper #9: 
3/13/16 by 11:59 pm EST 


Week 10 Public Opinion and Political 
Information (continued) 


Read Niemi, Weisberg, and Kimball. 2011. 
Chapters 5, 6, 7, and 8. 


Participate in Weekly Analytical Papers 
#10. 


Complete Weekly Concept Worksheet #10. 


Original Submission of Weekly Analytical 
Paper #10: 3/16/16 by 11:59 pm EST 


Submit Weekly Concept Worksheet #10: 3/20/16 
by 11:59 pm EST 


Peer Response to Weekly Analytical Paper #10: 
3/20/16 by 11:59 pm EST 


Week 11 Social Groups and Social 
Networks 


Read Jennings, Stoker, and Bowers. 
2009. Link 


Read Alford et al. 2011. Link 


Read Bond et al. 2012. Link 


Read Brader, Tucker, and Therriault. 


Original Submission of Weekly Analytical 
Paper #11: 3/23/16 by 11:59 pm EST 


Submit Weekly Concept Worksheet #11: 3/27/16 
by 11:59 pm EST 


Peer Response to Weekly Analytical Paper #11: 
3/27/16 by 11:59 pm EST 
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2014. Link 


Participate in Weekly Analytical Papers 
#11. 


Complete Weekly Concept Worksheet #11. 


Week 12 Mass Media and Persuasion Read Turner. 2007. Link 


Read Iyengar and Hahn. 2009. Link 


Read Nyhan and Reifler. 2010. Link 


Participate in Weekly Analytical Papers 
#12. 


Complete Weekly Concept Worksheet #12. 


Original Submission of Weekly Analytical 
Paper #12: 3/30/16 by 11:59 pm EST 


Submit Weekly Concept Worksheet #12: 4/3/16 
by 11:59 pm EST 


Peer Response to Weekly Analytical Paper #12: 
4/3/16 by 11:59 pm EST 


Week  13 Vote Determinants Read Niemi, Weisberg, and Kimball. 2011. 
Chapters 9, 10, and 11. 


Participate in Weekly Analytical Papers 
#13. 


Complete Weekly Concept Worksheet #13. 


Original Submission of Weekly Analytical 
Paper #13: 4/6/16 by 11:59 pm EST 


Submit Weekly Concept Worksheet #13: 4/10/16 
by 11:59 pm EST 


Peer Response to Weekly Analytical Paper #13: 
4/10/16 by 11:59 pm EST 


Week  14 Vote 
Determinants (continued) 


Read Rudolph. 2003. Link 


Read Koppell and Steen. 2004. Link 


Read Hayes. 2005. Link 


Participate in Weekly Analytical Papers 
#14. 


Complete Weekly Concept Worksheet #14. 


Original Submission of Weekly Analytical 
Paper #14: 4/13/16 by 11:59 pm EST 


Submit Weekly Concept Worksheet #14: 4/17/16 
by 11:59 pm EST 


Peer Response to Weekly Analytical Paper #14: 
4/17/16 by 11:59 pm EST 


Week 15 Survey Research 
Methodology 


Read Belli et al. 1999. Link 


Read Bernstein, Chadha, and Montjoy. 
2001. Link 


Read Brenner. 2012. Link 


Participate in Weekly Analytical Papers 
#15. 


Complete Weekly Concept Worksheet #15. 


Original Submission of Weekly Analytical 
Paper #15: 4/20/16 by 11:59 pm EST 


Submit Weekly Concept Worksheet #15: 4/24/16 
by 11:59 pm EST 


Peer Response to Weekly Analytical Paper #15: 
4/24/16 by 11:59 pm EST 


Week 16 Wrapping Things Up Complete Final Examination Posted on 
webcourses@ucf (40 points). Ensure 
webcam availability that allows for 
ProctorHub monitoring. 


Finish Final Examination: Between 4/28/16 at 12 
am and 5/4/16 by 11:59 pm EST.Must take 
exam as early as possible, as you will not be 
able to take and submit any answers 
after 5/4/16 by 11:59 pm EST. 
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Voting and Elections POS3273.0001 


Pollock / Spring 2016 
Office 302 Howard Phillips Hall (HPH) 


407-823-2608 


Office hours TTh 10:30-1:00 p.m. and by appointment 


Email Philip.Pollock@ucf.edu  
Book Michael Nelson (ed.), The Elections of 2012 (ISBN 9781452239934) 


 
 


This course introduces you to the institutional and behavioral forces that shape voting behavior 


and electoral outcomes in American elections. The readings in the Nelson volume focus on the 
2012 elections. Additional reading and lecture material will provide a more general context for 


the American electoral system. These additional readings will be posted on the course site.  


 
During lecture, I will make frequent reference to material in several books that you are not 


required to purchase. I own these books in e-book format and will display text and highlight key 


points while discussing lecture topics.  


 


I will post the PowerPoint presentations, but I will not post many hyperlinked ancillary 


figures, tables, and other references. Therefore, it is very important that you attend the 


lectures and take good notes.  
 


REQUIREMENTS: 


Exams.  Exams will consist of two parts: multiple choice and essay. The multiple choice part will 
be administered in-class; the essay part will be administered on-line. Exams will be administered 


or are due on:  


Exam Multiple choice Essays 


1 February 9 February 11, 1:30 p.m. 


2 March 22 March 24, 1:30 p.m. 


3 April 26 May 3, 3:50 p.m. 


 


If you know that you will be unable to take any of the exams on the scheduled dates: Drop the 
course. No early exams and no make-up exams will be given. No “extra credit” work will be 


assigned or accepted. If you want to look at your exam: Come to my office during office hours. 


Bring the following materials to my office—your textbook, your notes on the reading, and the 


notes you have written during lecture.  
 


Your best exam score will count 40 percent of your course grade. Your second-best exam score 


will count 30 percent of your course grade. Your worst exam score will count 20 percent of your 
course grade. Exams will be graded in a timely manner and exam grades will be posted on the 


course site. 
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Attendance.  Attendance is required.  Attendance will count 10 percent of your course grade. Do 


not arrive late for class. Do not depart early from class. You are responsible for signing the 
attendance sheet each day.  


 


Signature verification. During the first week of class, you must sign the signature verification 


sheet. I will match your signature on the signature verification sheet against your signature on the 
daily attendance sheet. If the two do not match, I will mark you absent for that day. Because the 


signature verification sheet is the key to determining attendance, I cannot begin awarding you 


credit for attendance until you have signed the signature verification sheet.  
 


GRADING SCALE 


Numeric <=59 60-66 67-69 70-76 77-79 80-86 87-89 >=90 


Letter F D D+ C C+ B B+ A 


 


FINANCIAL AID REQUIREMENT 


All faculty members are required to document students’ academic activity at the 


beginning of each course. In order to document that you began this course, you must 


complete the academic activity “quiz” by the end of the first week of classes, or as soon 


as possible after adding the course, but no later than Friday, January 15, 2016. Failure 


to do so will result in a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid. For details: 


http://online.ucf.edu/teach-online/resources/financial-aid/ 


 


ACADEMIC INTEGRITY AND DISHONESTY 


You must adhere to the highest standards of academic integrity and conduct, as  


specified in UCF’s Rules of Conduct (UCF-5.008).  Any student who violates these 


standards will receive an F in the course. Section UCF-5.008 describes acts that 


constitute Academic Misconduct: 


 


“1. Academic Misconduct (a) Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use 


unauthorized materials, information or study aids in any academic exercise unless 


specifically authorized by the instructor of record. The unauthorized possession of 


examination or course related material also constitutes cheating. (b) Communication to 


another through written, visual, electronic, or oral means. The presentation of material 


which has not been studied or learned, but rather was obtained through someone else’s 


efforts and used as part of an examination, course assignment or project. (c) Commercial 


Use of Academic Material: Selling notes, handouts, etc. without authorization or using 


them for any commercial purpose without the express written permission of the 


University and the Instructor is a violation of this rule. (d) Falsifying or misrepresenting 


your academic work. (e) Plagiarism: Whereby another’s work is used or appropriated 


without any indication of the source, thereby attempting to convey the impression that 


such work is the student’s own. (f) Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same 


academic work for credit more than once without the express written permission of the 


instructor. (g) Any student who knowingly helps another violate academic behavior 


standards is also in violation of the standards.” 
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Schedule for the term: 


Week of: Topic: Reading:** 


 
Jan12  Continuities in American 


elections 
 


Mayhew (Nelson ch9) 


Nelson (Nelson ch1) 
 


Jan19 Nominations: rules and 


outcomes 


 


Burden (Nelson ch2) 


 


Jan26 Campaigns and Outcomes 


 


Hetherington (Nelson ch3) 


 


Feb2 Turnout 


 


PRC, “Youth Engagement Falls” (posted) 


Issenberg, “5 Ways to Hack Voters’ Brains” 
(posted) 


Feb9/Feb11* Exam 1 


 


 


Feb16 Media PRC, “The Media Campaign” (posted) 
Geer, “Rise of Negativity” (posted) 


 


Feb23 Social groups Mellow (Nelson ch4) 


Mar1 
 


[Break] 


Partisanship I Hetherington, “Polarization” (posted) 
Cook, “The Myth of the Independent Voter” 


(posted) 


 


Mar15 Partisanship II PRC, “Political Polarization in  the American   
Public” (posted) 


PRC, “Trends in American Values: 1987-


2012” (posted) 
PRC, “Views of Parties’ Ideologies” (posted) 


Mar22/Mar24 Exam 2 


 


 


Mar29 Models of vote choice 


 


Abramowitz, “Forecasting the 2012 Election” 
(posted) 


 


Apr5 Congressional elections I 


 


Jacobson (Nelson ch7) 


Apr12, Apr19 Congressional elections II 


 


Campbell, “Seats in Trouble” (posted) 


Apr26/May 3 Exam 3 


 


 


*No class will be held on February 11 (instructor at conference). 


**Additional reading selections will be required at the discretion of the instructor. 








 


 
INR 4364: The Intelligence Community 


Department of Political Science 
College of Arts and Sciences, University of Central Florida 


 
COURSE SYLLABUS 


 
    
Instructor:  Ted Reynolds  Term:  Spring- 2016 
Office:  PH 206B Class Meeting Days:  Wednesday 
Phone:  407-823-2608 Class Meeting Hours:  6:00 - 8:50 pm 
E-Mail:  teddy.reynolds@ucf.edu Class Location:  CB1- 0120 
Office Hours: Wednesday  1-4pm, or by appt.     
 
 
 
Description: This course will introduce the student to the study of intelligence with a focus on 
the US intelligence community. The class will primarily address the processes of intelligence 
including collection, analysis and estimates, counterintelligence and covert operations. The class 
will also address issues of policy and reform especially since 9/11. A major theme throughout the 
course will be the challenges associated with reconciling civil liberties and individual freedom 
with the need for national security and secret intelligence in a democratic society.  The 
Intelligence Community: PR: POS 2041 or INR 2002 or CPO 3103 or C.I.  


 
 


Objectives: To briefly discuss the history of intelligence as an instrument of statecraft with an 
emphasis on the development of the US intelligence community. Address the nature of 
intelligence placing it in the context of different political systems, national security versus police 
intelligence; Discussing major elements of intelligence; Presenting the organization of the 
intelligence community, particularly after 9/11, and the challenges of intelligence reform; 
Identifying present and future threats; Discussing the role of intelligence in a democratic society.  
 
(1) Understand the intelligence process 
(2) Learn the major elements of intelligence: collection, analysis, counter intelligence and covert 


action 
(3) Discuss intelligence and policy 
(4) Address the issue of accountability with an emphasis on reconciling secret intelligence in a 


democratic society 
(5) Identify and analyze future threats and intelligence requirements  
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Required Texts and Materials 
William J. Lederer & Eugene Burdick, The Ugly American, WM Norton & Co., 1954. 


 
Mark M. Lowenthal. Intelligence: From Secrets to Policy. 6th Edition, CQ Press 2011.    
(Paperback)   
 
Jeffrey T Richelson, The US Intelligence Community, Westview Press, 2012. (Paperback) 
 
Moore, David T.  Critical Thinking and Intelligence Analysis.  Cambridge University 
Press.  I will provide PDF access. 


  
Col. Qiao Liang & Col. Wang Xiangsui, Unrestricted Warfare. Natraj Publishers, 2007. 
PDF will be provided for selected readings.  


Supplementary (Optional) Texts and Materials: Additional online readings may be provided  
during the term to support discussion. 


 


 Basis for Final Grade 


Assessment 
Percent of Final 


Grade 
Attendance/Participation 10% 
Quizzes 20% 
Midterm 20% 
Group Presentation 10% 
Group Paper 20% 
Final Exam 20% 
 100% 
 
The group project topics will be approved by the instructor and will culminate in a 10-12 minute 
presentation and a group paper of 25 pages (double spaced).  The details for this project will be 
provided in class as the term develops. 
 
Midterm and final exams will be essay exams.   
 
Grade Dissemination: Graded tests and materials in this course will be returned individually only 
by request.  


 
Late Work Policy: There are no make-ups for any graded assessments. Papers/exams turned in 
late will be assessed a penalty: ten points per day late.  Writing assignments will not be accepted 
if overdue by more than four days. 
 
 


Grading Scale 
(%) 
90-100  A 
87 - 89  B+ 
80 - 86  B 
77 - 79  C+ 
70 - 76  C 
67 - 69  D+ 
60 - 66  D 
0 - 59  F 







 


Grades of "Incomplete":  
The current university policy concerning incomplete grades will be followed in this course. 
Incomplete grades are given only in situations where unexpected emergencies prevent a student 
from completing the course and the remaining work can be completed the next semester. Your 
instructor is the final authority on whether you qualify for an incomplete. Incomplete work must 
be finished by the end of the subsequent semester or the “I” will automatically be recorded as an 
“F” on your transcript. 


 
Disability Access:  
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all 
persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students 
with disabilities who need accommodations in this course must contact the professor at the 
beginning of the semester to discuss needed accommodations. No accommodations will be 
provided until the student has met with the professor to request accommodations. Students who 
need accommodations must be registered with Student Disability Services, Student Resource 
Center Room 132, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before 
requesting accommodations from the professor. 


 
Attendance Policy: Attendance is mandatory and unauthorized or unexcused absences will 
result in a reduction of the final grade. 
 
Professionalism Policy:  
Per university policy and classroom etiquette; mobile phones, iPods, etc. must be silenced 
during all classroom and lab lectures. Those not heeding this rule will be asked to leave the 
classroom/lab immediately so as to not disrupt the learning environment. Please arrive on time 
for all class meetings. Students who habitually disturb the class by talking, arriving late, etc., and 
have been warned will be removed from the class and may suffer a reduction in their final class 
grade.  


 
Academic Conduct Policy:  
Academic dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated. If you are uncertain as to what constitutes 
academic dishonesty, please consult The Golden Rule, the University of Central Florida's 
Student Handbook (http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/) for further details.  As in all University 
courses, The Golden Rule Rules of Conduct will be applied.  Violations of these rules will result 
in a record of the infraction being placed in your file and receiving a zero on the work in 
question AT A MINIMUM.  At the instructor’s discretion, you may also receive a failing grade 
for the course.  Confirmation of such incidents can also result in expulsion from the University 


 
 


University Writing Center:  
The University Writing Center (UWC) is a free resource for UCF undergraduates and graduates. 
At the UWC, a trained writing consultant will work individually with you on anything you're 
writing (in or out of class), at any point in the writing process from brainstorming to editing. 
Appointments are recommended, but not required. For more information or to make an 
appointment, visit the UWC website at http://www.uwc.ucf.edu, stop by MOD 608, or call 
407.823.2197. 







 


Schedule: 
Date Finish This Homework Before Class Topics to be Discussed in Class 


 
1/13 First day of class; Introduction to course. 


 
Overview of class objectives and syllabus 


 
1/20 


 
Lederer & Burdick, The Ugly American (ALL) 


 
Discussion 


 
1/27 


 
Lowenthal Chapters 1-3 + Richelson 1&2 


 
What is/is not Intelligence 
GROUP SELECTIONS 


 
2/3 


 


 
Lowenthal Chapters 4 & 5 


Richelson 7-11 (focus on 7,8,11) 


 
The process and disciplines 


Quiz #1 
 


2/10 
 


Lowenthal Chapter 6  
Richelson Chapter 14 


 
Analysis 


GROUP TOPIC SELECTION 


 
2/17 


 
Moore – All 


 
Critical thinking in analysis 


 
2/24 


 
Lowenthal Chapter 7 


Richelson 15 


 
Counter Intelligence 


Receive Midterm Exam 
Quiz #2 


 
3/2 


 
Turn in Midterm Exam 


 
Watch: The Spy Factory and Discuss 


 
3/9 


 
SPRING BREAK 


 
SPRING BREAK 


 
3/16 


 
Lowenthal Chapter 8 + Richelson Chapter 16 


Liang & Xiangsu - ALL 


Covert Action 
China Strategy 


 
3/23 


 
Lowenthal Chapters 9-12 


 
Policy discussion - First Presentations 


 
3/30 


 
Lowenthal Chapter 13 


 
Ethics - Presentations 


 
4/6 


 
Lowenthal Chapter 14 
Richelson Chapter 20 


Reform 
Presentations 


Quiz #3 
 


4/13 
 


 
Lowenthal Chapter 15 
Richelson Chapter 13 


 
Foreign Intelligence 


Presentations 
 


4/20 
Presentations 
PAPERS DUE 


Receive Take Home Final Exam  


Presentations 
PAPERS DUE 


Receive Take Home Final Exam 
 


5/4  
 


FINAL EXAM DUE at 7PM 
 


FINAL EXAM DUE 
* Note: The Schedule is subject to revision 





		Required Texts and Materials

		Supplementary (Optional) Texts and Materials: Additional online readings may be provided

		during the term to support discussion.

		Basis for Final Grade

		Schedule:






Syllabus       POS2041 
Cindy Benson – cbenson@mail.ucf.edu  ( Please do NOT use Canvas for emailing me) 
Howard Phillips Hall 305A (enter through Rm.302)   407-823-2608        
Office Hours:   8-10:00 TR, 8 – 9:30 MWF        
                                                                                              
    This course is designed to familiarize the student with the basic political processes in the 
United States.  We will be exploring the meaning of democracy and the workings of our 
institutions of government as they were designed and as they exist today.  We will also focus our 
attention on the concept of “power” - what it means, who has it, who doesn’t and what its 
implications are. 
 
I. Course Objectives: 


1. To provide an historical and substantive understanding of the American political 
system. 


2. To teach students how to separate fact from opinion, how to evaluate opinions (some 
are more valid than others), and how to differentiate between what was, what is, and 
what ought to be. 


3. To provide assistance in teaching students HOW- NOT WHAT- to think and 
question. 


4. To help students understand the competing interests and diversity in our society in 
order to enable them to participate in a more aware and rational manner in future 
decision making. 


5.  
As members of our society and a global community in the midst of tremendous change, this 
course is designed to assist the student to become a critical thinker, to respect and understand 
diversity, and to understand the importance of becoming a life-long learner and a citizen of the 
society in which you live.  


 
Please read and be familiar with all that is contained in the syllabus and other handouts. I 
am always available to help or answer questions, but please don’t contact me for answers to 
questions that are already covered in these documents. If you do, I will only refer you to the 
syllabus or other print-outs you already have.    
 
You MUST make at least 2 contacts with other students in the class so you can get 
missed lecture notes and important announcements. You can also use the discussion 
feature in canvas, but be aware I don’t monitor that, your best bet is to always come to 
class. 
 
Also, if you are looking for a high –tech delivery system, you’re in the wrong class. I do 
not use power point etc. and do things the “old- fashioned way. Please don’t complain 
about the lack of technology later since I’m letting you know from the start how things 
will be. The only use of Canvas is for posting grades and any discussions you choose to 
have. 
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II. Policies 
  A. 
      I expect you to be familiar with the text coverage of all topics before we meet. My class 
lectures and discussions augment what is in the text - they do NOT just repeat what is covered in 
your book, nor do I merely methodically cover lists of dates and people. If you do not have 
decent note-taking skills (by hand –no computers are allowed in class) or expect to be taught “for 
the test”, this class is not be for you. I do not share my notes or post them on the Internet. It is not 
my job to merely tell you what to know to pass a test and I expect students to be able to read and 
understand text material on their own (this is a university class). Learning means understanding 
and it is my task to help you “learn to learn”, help you to improve your critical thinking ability, to 
think for yourself and better separate fact from opinion. 


 
   B.  
   This is a university course, you are adults, and I will treat you as such. Test reviews are the day 
before a test and consist of my answering your questions – I will not tell you what you “need to 
know” for the test or go over potential questions at any time. If my style, rules and requirements 
are not of your liking, find another course. This syllabus is a contract – letting you know what to 
expect from me and what I expect from you. Read it thoroughly and don’t lose it during the 
semester. Please consider all course expectations before the end of Add/Drop. My teaching style 
and requirements are not for everyone. 


 
III. Course Requirements:   Be sure to be aware of the following elements! 
A. As previously stated, students will be expected to read all text assignments prior to class and 
to “keep up” on current events.  Attendance is not mandatory, but you are responsible for all 
class lecture material and for any changes made in the syllabus, assignments, test dates etc. The 
course is divided into 3 parts. It is highly recommended that you read all the chapters for each 
section within the first two weeks of each of them. You need not make outlines or go into much 
depth the first time you read them. However, you need to read each more carefully when we get 
to it during class discussions and lecture. 
 
B. There will be three objective tests given during the term, each counting 30% of your final 
grade. An optional comprehensive final can replace a low test score or serve as the make-up test 
for any of the first 3 tests. There will be NO individual make-up tests given - no exceptions 
except in cases of university approved religious practice or observance or sanctioned University 
events. You will need a #2 pencil and a smooth scantron ( #2052) for each quiz and test. 
 
*10% of your grade will be based on one of two M/C and short answer quizzes (only the  highest 
score will count) which are discussed later in the syllabus. If you miss a quiz, the other 2 will 
count for your grade. I do not offer make-up quizzes. 
 
* Correct grammar and composition are required for all written assignments. 
 
C.  Responsibility for all due dates, being here for tests, all class lectures or changes in any 
course requirements is yours. Everything for this class is subject to changes I may make. As 







mentioned previously, YOU MUST exchange phone numbers, email address etc. with at least 
two other students ASAP for finding out what you missed, class notes etc. There’s no excuse for 
not knowing anyone from whom you can get missed information! I have 3 sections of 2041 and 
can’t possibly tell everyone who misses a class what the lecture was. After you have the notes 
you missed, I will be happy to offer any clarification or further elaboration you may need during 
my office hours, but please don’t ask me for my notes or send me a “what did I miss in class?” 
email. 
*****It is important to be on time since all announcements will be made at the beginning of the 
class. Check with your classmates for announcements if you arrive late or miss a class before 
contacting me. 
  
IV.   Class “Rules” 


 - The schedule for the university clearly states holidays and final exam times for the term 
   Please don’t ask to take tests early or late because you’ve scheduled a flight for a holiday 
   or vacation on a day when class is scheduled to meet. There will be no exceptions to the 
   previously stated test policy. 
-  When you arrive in class, do not sit in the back row until all other seats are taken!!!! 


      -  Students are also asked to keep up with current events in local, state, national and  
         international arenas by reading newspapers and magazines, listening to radio, surfing the 
         web, or watching T.V. news. You will be encouraged to talk about current issues at the 
         beginning of each class meeting. 


-  Be on time for class! Having students arrive late or leave early creates disruption and you 
   may miss announcements for which you are responsible. On quiz and test days, once the 
   first completed exam is turned in, no one who arrives Late will be allowed to take the test. 
  You will have 50 minutes to take the test, but if arrive late, I will not give you additional  
  time. 


 -Cell phones, computers and all electronic devices must be turned off. For the first ring of  
        your phone, you  will be required to lead the class in singing “Old Mc Donald had a 
        Farm “ with your choice of farm animal sound to make. If you don’t know the song, learn it 
        now. I may ask you to so or sing something else –one never knows, but from then on, I  
        doubt you’ll ever forget to turn all electronics off  before class! 
 
*******All students are “special” please do not ask to be treated in a different manner 
than your classmates. ( i.e. – give you an extra assignment to raise your grade or be granted an 
option not given to everyone else etc.) 
 
V.    Email 


     My email is cbenson@mail.ucf.edu. –NOT CANVAS! CRITICAL: Please be sure to 


always put you class # and time on the subject line***** (I have other sections of  
2041 and another class as well) and remember to put your name on the message– I don’t have 
you listed anywhere by email address. I do not open emails with no subject!!!!! 


      E-mail does not mean I am available for “office hours” 24-7! I check at least once a day and   
      once on weekends, but please don’t e-mail me at 11 PM Friday and expect a response before  
      Monday. I’m a lousy typist, so talking with me is best if you have a complex question. 
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VI.   Text:  GOVT 7th Edition    by  Sidlow and Henschen – No other addition will 
work for the class. 
 
 
 
 
 
VII. Reading Assignments and tentative schedule 
 
(Helpful suggestion : Try to stay ahead in your reading. I suggest you read all the 
chapters for each test in the first two weeks of each test section. The material is 
organized by topics and I will often refer material in other chapters during class 
lecture. For example, I will refer to something from  Ch. 4 (Civil Liberties) while 
specifically covering the Constitution ( Ch. 2) You will “understand the lectures 
even better if you do this, but I don’t require you to read all the chapters at once. 
Students who do this have overwhelmingly given positive feedback on it – it can of 
tremendous help during lectures and discussions, especially for those with little 
background in this subject. If you choose not to do so, for many of you, my lectures 
will be harder to understand. I don’t require homework or any other reading 
requirements so please READ the text as asked. 
 
      Test #1 - Introductory class lectures (material not in your text), Ch.1-3 ( 2& 3 together), the    
         Constitution ( in the back of your text), and Ch.4 and 5 ( this first section will take several 
          weeks to cover in class since I discuss things not in the book) 


 
Test #2 - Ch.6&7, 10, then 8 & 9 together (this section will not take as long in class time as 
the first or third) 
 
Test #3 - Ch.11, 12&13 together, 14-16  
 
 Estimated test dates:  T 1 = 9/29, T2= 11/3 – either of these may change 
                                    T3 is the last day of class = 12/3 
                                    Final is on UCF website but may change 
    
To be sure, test and quiz dates for the first two tests will be announced in class at least one 
week before they are given. We will have discussions or cover current events when relevant, 
so exact advance test dates don’t work for this class.  
 
                                                                                                                                              







Finals are generally given in the same room as used for regular class meetings unless I 
schedule a combined section final. I will let you know ASAP if I do. It is a 50 question 
multiple choice test (like all others) that will cover material from the entire semester. It 
should take you no longer than 50 minutes to complete. Be there at the beginning of the 
scheduled final time since you will have 50 minutes in which to take it. Again, this will be 
your make-up test if you missed one, or be used to replace a lower grade on a previous test. 
Taking it is up to you. 


       
Late Policy- tests and quizzes: If you arrive late on a quiz or test day, if no one has turned 
in a completed scantron, you may take it, but you will not be given extra time to do so. If 
someone has turned in a completed scantron, you will not be allowed to take the quiz or test. = 
Be on time! 


 
VII. Quizzes 
    10% of your grade will be composed of the higher score on the two quizzes given during the 
semester. I will announce the dates they will be given in class at least one week in advance 
(another good reason not to miss class!) You will need a #2 pencil and a scantron unless I tell 
you otherwise. I’ll let you know if the quiz is M/C or written. 
 
VIII. Grade Calculation: 
I do not use plus/minus grading, nor do I automatically “round up” grades. There 
has to be a cut-off somewhere and mine is stated below. I must be fair and use the 
same standards for all students, so please don’t ask for exceptions !!!! 
 
 
Grade Scale 


90-100    A (not 89.9!) 
80-89      B 
70-79      C 
60-69      D 
below 60  F 
 


***The top three test scores are averaged, divided by 3, then multiplied by .90 ( 90% of your 
grade). Quiz points (10%  of your grade) are then added. Do not use the % columns shown on 
the Canvas gradebook to determine your grade in the class. Since not all scores count, the listed 
% numbers are wrong! I am unable to hide or delete those columns, so please just ignore 
them 
 
!!! IX    Keep track of your own grades!!!!!!!!! 
It is critical for you to keep track of your own grades in this course during the semester so keep 
all scantrons and quizzes. I calculate final grades only once at the end of the semester. 
 
 







X. Correction Limitations 
 If you find an error or have a question about a grade, you must notify me within five (5) 
working days. If you wait longer, no corrections will be made – no exceptions! I have no 
sympathy for students who wait until the last week or two to realize they don’t know what their 
grade is and discover they are in trouble. You may not do anything else to bring up your score!  
 
F.Y.I. (For your information): 
*On any written assignments, proper grammar and composition count! 
*Plagarism of any kind will result in an “F” grade for the class. Please do your own work!! 


I’d hate for you to fail you for the course, but if I catch it, I will take the stated action. 
 
 
 
 


***Disclaimer: 
Once again, the test dates, class assignments, and the rest of this syllabus are all subject to change 
by the instructor at any time and you are responsible for knowing about it if it should be done. 
 
Go to next page 


 For those receiving financial aid!!: 
You must respond to the question posted in the discussion section of the course website  on 
canvass ( I’ll explain further in class). This is a new University requirement for all students in all 
classes 
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INR 4102.0001 American Foreign Policy 
Spring 2016 Syllabus  


 


Instructor Contact 


Instructor  Dr. Joseph Paul Vasquez, III  


Office  305D Howard Philips Hall 


Office 
Hours 


Tuesdays 10:00-11:00 AM & Noon -1:00 PM 


Wednesdays 12:00-4:00 PM  


Thursdays 10:00-11:00 AM & Noon-1:00 PM & by 
appointment 


Phone  407-823-3329 


E-mail  paul.vasquez@ucf.edu 


 


Course Information 


Course Name  American Foreign Policy   


Course ID & Section INR 4102.0001 


Credit Hours  3 credit hours  


Class time  


& location 


Tuesday & Thursday 1:30-2:45 PM in 
Classroom Building 1, Room 120 


Semester/Year  Spring 2016 
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Course Description:  America’s foreign policy influences many aspects of our everyday life. 
Most visibly, it has implication for people who work in the country’s military and foreign policy 
sectors, but it also has many other implications for us. Where can we travel overseas? Who can 
travel to the U.S? What foreign companies can do business within the United States and under 
what terms? How stable are many of the country’s chief energy producing partners overseas? 
Can American firms sell goods freely and fairly in the markets of other countries? Can 
Washington inhibit the flow into the country of illegal drugs and other goods? All of these 
questions and many more are affected in by the nature of American foreign policy. In this course, 
we will attempt to understand the primary factors that contribute to the formation of American 
foreign policy.  Prerequisite:  ENC 1102 or POS 2041 or consent of the instructor.  
 
Course Objectives:  In terms of substance, this course is designed to give students a better 
understanding of: 1) the history of American foreign policy and 2) the role played by major 
bureaucratic and social institutions in the foreign policy process with respect to insights from 
political science. With regard to skill development, students will have the opportunity to 3) to 
improve their ability to write, think critically, and apply what they have learned. 


Required Text and Materials 


 Steven W. Hook. 2011. U.S. Foreign Policy: The Paradox of World Power. 4th edition.  
Sage/CQ Press. 


Recommended Text  


 If you find yourself wanting to upgrade your knowledge and understanding of the history of 
U.S. foreign policy, you might want to take a look at a work such as one of the more recent 
editions of Steven W. Hook and John Spanier’s U.S. Foreign Policy: The Paradox of World 
Power.  Since this text is not required, I have not asked the bookstore to purchase copies of 
it.     


****Important Advice:  You should attend class each day to internalize lecture material and 
participate in other classroom activities as they come along.  As you attempt to internalize the 
course content, you should come to class having read the material assigned for that day.  You 
should be prepared to be quizzed over any course readings by the day for which that material is 
assigned.  Doing so will set you up to succeed on quizzes and exams.  Read this syllabus and 
assignments carefully to put yourself in position to succeed. 
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Course Requirements 


A B C D E 
Assignments % of 


Final 
Grade 


Assignment 
average  (add 


grades for each 
row & ÷ by the 
# of grades for 


this task) 


Assignment 
Score = 
column B  
x column C


Due Date 


Class 
Participation 


 
5 


   
Daily  


Quizzes & 
Information 
Literacy 
Tutorial  


15   To be announced 
& 
Thursday, Mar. 3 


Midterm Exam 30   Thurs., Feb. 25 
Course paper   15   Tues., April 19 
Final Exam 35   Tues., May 3 


1:00-3:50 PM 
Total  100% Add Column D 


to estimate 
grade 


  


 


Very Important Note: Because Canvas’ gradebook is incapable of doing the kind of 
sophisticated weighting scheme I am using, you should not rely on gradebook in Canvas for 
what it reports as your final course grade. Instead you should take the grades for particular 
assignments and plug them into the grade table on the previous page and do the calculations 
accordingly.  If assignments are not yet completed and you are trying to estimate your current 
course grade during the semester, divide your total for column D by the percentage of the final 
grade that has been completed. For example, if you have done everything except the final exam, 
divide your total for column D by 70 since you have only completed the assignments equal to 
70% of your course grade. 


Class Participation:  Participating in class means much more than just attending and spectating.  
It involves asking and answering questions and participating in class discussions.    


Quizzes and Information Literacy Tutorial:  Quizzes may cover any material from the lecture, 
readings or other assignments that are made during the course of the semester.  Some quizzes 
will be announced in advance and other evaluations will be pop quizzes.  In addition to 
traditional, individually taken quizzes, some quizzes will be taken in teams of roughly five 
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students to allow for collaboration and discussion.  These team quizzes will include questions 
with more than one correct answer for a question or questions, and you will be graded on your 
ability to identify all of the correct answers on those quizzes.  On these team quizzes you will be 
aided by knowing the total number of correct answers for the assignment.  Before Thursday, 
March 3, you will also be expected to complete the UCF Online Information Literacy tutorial 
“Avoiding Plagiarism Using Chicago Manual of Style, 16th Edition” and the assessment 
included in it, which will be counted as a separate quiz.  That tutorial should help to improve 
course paper grades above what they would be otherwise and help avoid instances of plagiarism.  
If you take the assessment associated with it twice, you will receive the average of your two 
scores.  At the end of the semester, the lowest quiz grade for each student will be dropped when 
calculating final course grades.                     


Midterm Exam and Final Exam:  These will be multiple choice exams with each question 
having only one correct answer.  However, only the final exam will be cumulative, as it will 
cover material covered on the first two exams, as well as the material covered after Exam 2. 
Students tend to do less well on their short paper than other assignments such as the exams so 
you should not only invest serious time and effort in crafting your papers, but also do the very 
best you can on other assignments such as the exams if you want high marks at the end of the 
semester.  Warning:  Do not assume that these exams will be easy simply because they will take 
the form of a multiple choice exam.  Students who arrive late to an exam will not be allowed to 
take that version of the exam if another student has already completed the exam and left the 
room.  In such cases, a make-up exam will need to be taken with a 10 point penalty assessed.      
 
Course paper:  You will write a research paper that explains a particular event in American 
foreign policy with reference to a theory presented in class and in the readings (or in 
conversation with the instructor). Your account should consider historical factors, assesses the 
political nature of the event, and explain why another theoretical explanation is not as effective.  
If you choose to discuss a theory such as realism, liberalism or constructivism to explain U.S. 
foreign policy, you must focus mainly on explaining what foreign policy actor mainly influenced 
government policy based on that theoretical motivation.  Papers should be both between 5 and 6 
pages in length and use three academic sources such as academic journal articles or books other 
than the textbook (some combination of academic articles and books are fine, and you can 
certainly cite the textbook provided you have 3 other sources beyond it that you use).  Include 
your references and title page as additional pages beyond the 5-6 pages of text.  Papers should 
use 11-point font, double-spacing and 1 inch margins. Be sure to familiarize yourself with the 
discussion of cheating and plagiarism in this syllabus before starting on this assignment.        
 
This assignment will be graded in accord with the following distribution of credit.   
 
Mechanics of writing                    20% 
Application of concepts                   40% 
Clear and logical analysis (in addressing the 4 tasks of the paper)   30% 
Organization of paper                    10% 
                     100% 
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Please note that mechanical elements of writing including, but not limited to proper spelling, 
grammar, punctuation, etc. are all important components of formal writing such as a college 
paper.  Typically most students lose points on papers for me because of mechanical flaws in 
their writing (grammar, punctuation, unclearly worded sentences, etc.) so minimize those 
kinds of flaws in your work.  Poor performance in this regard could lower your paper grade 
by as much as 20 points.  Hopefully, these standards will help you to develop sound writing 
skills that will help you not only when applying for jobs or further educational opportunities, 
but once you secure those opportunities.  Also, students have a tendency to loose points for 
failing to use evidence to support their arguments by appropriately citing scholarly sources, so 
you should consult the section below on academic dishonesty for details on how to avoid 
plagiarism.   
 
Missed Assignments/Make-Ups/No Extra Credit:  Quizzes may not be made-up.  However, 
I do drop each student’s lowest quiz grade at the end of the semester.  Make-up exams may be 
given without penalty in instances when students have a verifiable medical, funeral or official 
UCF excuse.  When no such excuse exists students will be allowed to take exams late, but 
they will be penalized by 10 points “off-the-top” and 20 points for each full day that passes 
following the exam until the make-up is taken.  Late papers will be penalized 10% for each 
full calendar day they are late, up to as much as 30%.  I do not plan to offer extra credit for 
this course, so please insure that you direct your energies accordingly.    


Evaluation and Grading 


The grading scale for this course is listed below.  For more details on the evaluation criteria, see 
the specific tasks listed under Course Requirements.   


Letter Grade Points  


A  93 – 100 points 


A-  90 – 92 points  


B+  87 – 89 points  


B  83 – 86 points  


B-  80 – 82 points  


C+  77 – 79 points  


C  73 – 76 points  


C-  70 – 72 points  


D+  67 – 69 points  


D  63 – 66 points  
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D-  60 – 62 points  


F  59 and below  


 
Behavior 
 
“To educate a man in mind and not in morals is to educate a menace to society.” President 
Theodore Roosevelt. 
 
Disruptions: If circumstances require you to arrive late for class, please do so in as discreet a 
manner as possible. Please limit distractions in class as much as possible. Such behavior bothers 
others who are paying good money to learn and it may be distracting to me as I attempt to do my 
job.  Electronic devices can only be used in class with the instructor’s approval. 


Academic Honesty 


Do not cheat as this clearly violates the UCF Golden Rule Student Handbook and violates 
several aspects of the UCF Creed.  You will take the UCF Online Information Literacy tutorial 
“Avoiding Plagiarism Using Chicago Manual of Style, 16th Edition”) prior to submitting the 
course paper, so you will be clear about my expectations of you.  Unless otherwise specified by 
the instructor, your work must be your own. Cheating can come in many forms, including 
plagiarism. Plagiarism is when writers use other people's words or ideas and do not give them 
credit. Use footnotes or endnotes to give credit for direct quotes, paraphrased quotes, or 
borrowed ideas. Feel free to discuss readings and ideas with fellow students, but if you use their 
ideas, please reference them accordingly. If you don't know what footnotes or endnotes are, 
please ask me. Do not use papers written for previous classes or large sections of such papers, as 
this constitutes self-plagiarism according to UCF policy.  Do not quote or paraphrase without 
giving credit in footnotes or endnotes. Do not copy or use papers or sections of papers from the 
web or other sources. I assume that all students in this class could write a better term paper than 
the junk sold on the Internet and will not resort to such dubious sources for their assignments. In 
the event that I suspect a paper of being plagiarized, I will use Turnitin.com to help with that 
determination.  
 
If I determine that there has been an instance of unambiguous academic dishonesty in the course, 
I will inform you of my concern and report the violation to Office of Student Rights and 
Responsibilities.  At the end of the semester, a letter grade of Z, indicating academic dishonesty, 
will precede the letter grade earned.  For more information about the Z grades and the process for 
appealing such a finding, please consult the following website: 
http://integrity.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade. Particular assignments on which unambiguous cheating 
occurs will be penalized with an F (0 points).       


Copyright:  This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, 
images, text materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use doctrine in 
order to enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, download or distribute 
these items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for this online classroom environment 
and your use only. All copyright materials are credited to the copyright holder. 
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Academic Support Services 
 
Student Academic Resource Center (SARC) (Phillips Hall, Room 113/ (407) 823-5130):  If 
you have trouble succeeding in this class and comprehending the material, you might benefit 
from contacting this office for assistance with improving your study skills.  
 
UCF Counseling Center (Building #27/ (407) 823-2811):  Students experiencing formidable 
mental health challenges, including, but by no means limited to stress, anxiety, or depression, 
that are hindering their ability to be the best they can be should contact this office for help. 


Disability Statement:  The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable 
accommodations for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats 
upon request. Students with disabilities who need accommodations in this course must contact 
the professor at the beginning of the semester to discuss needed accommodations. No 
accommodations will be provided until the student has met with the professor to request 
accommodations. Students who need accommodations must be registered with Student Disability 
Services, Student Resource Center Room 132, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone 
(407) 823-2116, before requesting accommodations from the professor. 


University Writing Center:  The University Writing Center (UWC) offers writing support to 
UCF students from first-year to graduate in every discipline. Trained peer consultants provide 
help at every stage of the writing process, including understanding assignments, researching, 
drafting, revising, incorporating sources, and learning to proofread and edit. The UWC’s purpose 
is not merely to fix papers or to make better writers, but to teach writers strategies to navigate 
complex situations for writing, both in and outside the University. Consultations are available for 
individuals and small groups. To make the best use of the UWC, visit far enough before your due 
date to allow yourself time to revise after your consultation, browse the writing resources on our 
website, and arrange a regular weekly appointment if you’d like long-term help. You may 
schedule a 45-minute appointment by phone or by using the TutorTrac scheduler on our website; 
walk-in consultations are also available. The main location is in Colbourn 105 with satellite 
locations in the Main Library, Rosen Library & Online.  They can be reached at 407-823-2197 or 
http://uwc.cah.ucf.edu/. 


Important Dates: 


Date   Event 


Thursday, Jan. 14, 11:59 P.M. Drop deadline  
Friday, Jan. 15, 11:59 P.M. Add deadline  
Tuesday, March 23, 11:59 P.M.  Withdrawal deadline  
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Course Schedule  


 


Tuesday, Jan. 12  Welcome and Lecture 


 


Thursday, Jan. 14 Lecture  


Note:  Drop/Swap deadline at 11:59 PM on MyUCF (Add deadline at 11:59 PM on 1/15) 


Tuesday, Jan. 19  Lecture  


Steven W. Hook. 2014. “The United States in a Turbulent World.” Chapter 1 in U.S. Foreign 
Policy:  The Paradox of World Power, 1-30 (hereafter Hook). 


 


Thursday, Jan. 21 Lecture 


 


Tuesday, Jan. 26  Lecture  


Hook. 2014. “Chapter 2:  The Expansion of U.S. Power.” Chapter 2 in U.S. Foreign Policy:  The 
Paradox of World Power, 31-72. 


 


Thursday, Jan. 28 Lecture 


 


Tuesday, Feb. 2  Lecture 


 


Thursday, Feb. 4  Lecture  


Hook, Chapter 3:  Dynamics of Decision Making, 73-101. 


Tuesday, Feb. 9  Lecture  


 


Thursday, Feb. 11 Lecture 


Hook. Chapter 4: Presidential Power, 103-135. 
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Tuesday, Feb. 16   Lecture  


 


Thursday, Feb. 18 Lecture  


Hook. Chapter 5: Congress beyond the “Water’s Edge,” 137-169. 


 


Tuesday, Feb. 23  Lecture 


 


Thursday, Feb. 25  Midterm Exam 


 


Tuesday, March 1 Lecture  (NSC)  


Hook. Chapter 6:  The Foreign Policy Bureaucracy, 171-209.   


 


Thursday, March 3 Lecture (DOS), including research lecture;             
  complete the Information Literacy Tutorial by today 


     


March 7-13   Spring Break (Relax, have fun, & be smart)  


 


Tuesday, March 15 Lecture (Military) 


 


Thursday, March 17 Lecture (Intelligence Community) 


 


Tuesday, March 22 Lecture, including writing improvement lecture     
  


Thursday, March 24 Lecture 


Hook, Chapter 7:  Public Opinion at Home and Abroad, 211- 241.        
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Tuesday, March 29  Lecture 


  


Thursday, March 31   Lecture 


 


Tuesday, April 5    Lecture 


 


Thursday, April 7   Lecture 


Hook, Chapter 8:  The Impact of Mass Communications, 243- 273. 


 


Tuesday, April 12   Lecture 


 


Thursday, April 14 Lecture  


Hook, Chapter 9:  Social Movements and Interest Groups, 275-308. 


 


Tuesday, April 19  Lecture, Course paper due 


 


Thursday, April 21 Lecture 


 


Tuesday, April 26  Last class day 


 


Tuesday, May 3  Final Exam, 1:00-3:50 PM 


 


  








Syllabus  


POS 3424: Congress and the Legislative Process  


Spring 2016 


Instructor Contact 


Instructor Nathan Ilderton 


Office 
 302 Howard Phillips Hall (Orlando Campus), 328 Building 11 


(Valencia West Campus) 


Office 


Hours 


 3:00-5:00 Monday (Valencia West Campus) and 1:00-3:00 


Tuesday (Orlando Campus) or by appointment.  During office 


hours I will be available in a chat room to answer 


questions.  The chat room will be available under the "Chat" 


tab. 


Phone 407-823-2608 


E-mail 


Please contact me via the email function within webcourses for 


all class related emails. Click my profile under people and 


select send message.  If webcourses is down you can reach 


me via my University email: Nathan.Ilderton@ucf.edu. 


  


Course Information 


Course Name Congress and the Legislative Process 


Course ID & Section POS 3424 Section DW59 


Credit Hours 3 


Semester/Year Spring 2016 


Location Online 


  


 



mailto:Nathan.Ilderton@ucf.edu?subject=POS3424





Course Description 


This course is an examination of the politics of the United States Congress. During the semester we will 


examine the election of members of Congress, the legislative process, and the place of Congress in the 


broader context of the American government and democracy. This will mean exploring the rules, norms, 


individuals, and historical events that have shaped the Congress. We will also discuss the development of 


the modern Congress and where it is heading in future. 


Prerequisite: POS 2041 or consent of the instructor. 


Course Objectives 


This course will equip you not only to describe how Congress operates, but analyze why it operates in the 


manner it does. Students will become familiar with the theories posited by political scientists to explain 


congressional process and evaluate the rigor of these theories. At the end of the course, students will be 


better able to understand and analyze political outcomes within Congress and in the American political 


system in general. 


Required Text 


 Roger H. Davidson, Walter J. Oleszek, Francis E. Lee, and Eric Schickler. Congress and Its 


Members, 15th edition (CQ Press) 


 Jacobson, Gary C. The Politics of Congressional Elections, 8th edition. (Pearson Longman). 


Course Requirements 


The course is divided into three five week segments (the second segment will be six weeks-see course 


schedule). During these periods five modules will be available. You will be required in each period to 


complete four quizzes, participate in one discussion, and complete one internet assignment. During the 


final week of each section an exam will open for you to complete. Modules will open on the Monday at the 


beginning of the first week and close the Sunday after the fifth week at 11:59 pm. *Note: while the course 


will be open, I do not count Spring Break as a week on the course calendar. In effect you get a free extra 


week during Part II of the class.* 


Missed Assignments/Make-Ups/Extra Credit 


I will not allow missed assignments to be made up without a documented university excused absence. If 


you know ahead of time that you will be unable to complete a module on time please inform me prior to 


the closing time. If you cannot inform me ahead of time, please inform me within one business day of the 


closing of the module either via phone or email. Date and time of makeup modules will be determined by 


the instructor on a case by case basis. I reserve the right to change the format and questions of makeup 


modules at my discretion. 







Evaluation and Grading 


Each module will consist of reading and lecture materials you will be required to read or watch. Four of 


five modules in each segment of the class has a quiz associated with it. Quizzes consist of true/false and 


multiple choice questions. True/false and multiple choice questions will be worth one point each. Your 


quiz grade will be computed by dividing the total points earned during the semester by the total points 


available. Quizzes are listed under the quizzes tab on the course menu. 


Each five week segment of the class will include one discussion question in which you will be asked to 


interact with your classmates. Each discussion contribution will be graded on a 10 point scale based on 


the accuracy of the answer to the question posed and the quality of the interaction with fellow students. 


These are listed under the discussions tab of the course menu. 


Each five week segment of the class will include an internet assignment. These will be assignments that 


require you to find or examine materials related to Congress on the web and respond to them. These 


assignments will be graded on a 100 point scale. These will be listed under the assignments tab on the 


course menu. These assignments substitute for quizzes in Modules 4, 8, and 11. 


During the fifth week of each segment of the class, an exam will be available which you are required to 


complete. Exams consist of five short answer questions from the material covered in the segment. The 


second and third exams are not cumulative. Exam questions should be answered in one or two 


paragraphs each. Answers should be original (i.e. not cut and pasted from course modules).  Exams will 


open at midnight on the Monday of the final week of the segment and close on the following Sunday at 


11:59 pm (see course schedule). Exams will be listed under the quizzes tab. 


Once you begin a quiz, discussion, or internet assignment there is no time limit for it to be completed. 


There is a 60 minute time limit for the completion of exams. Also, be aware that you only get one 


attempt to complete a quiz or exam, i.e. once you start a quiz or exam you must complete it. 


Assignments will be weighted in the following manner for calculating the final grade. 


Assignment Percentage of Grade 


Quizzes 20 


Internet Assignments 10 


Discussions 10 


Exam 1 20 


Exam 2 20 


Exam 3 20 


Total 100 


  







Final grades will be awarded according to the following scale. 


Letter Grade Points 


A 90 – 100 


B 80 – 89 


C 70 – 79 


D 60 – 69 


F 59 or below 


  


Student Engagement and Financial Aid 


As of Fall 2014, all faculty are required to document students’ academic activity at the beginning of each 


course. In order to document that you began this course, please complete the syllabus quiz by the end of 


the first week of classes or as soon as possible after adding the course. Failure to do so may result in a 


delay in the disbursement of your financial aid. 


The syllabus quiz is a five question multiple choice quiz and can be found under the "Quizzes" tab. The 


only purpose of the syllabus quiz is to satisfy the financial aid requirement for this class. It will not be 


included in the calculation of your final grade. 


Academic Honesty 


Plagiarism and Cheating of any kind on an examination, quiz, or assignment will result at least in an "F" 


for that assignment (and may, depending on the severity of the case, lead to an "F" for the entire course) 


and may be subject to appropriate referral to the Office of Student Conduct for further action. See the 


UCF Golden Rule for further information. I will assume for this course that you will adhere to the academic 


creed of this University and will maintain the highest standards of academic integrity. In other words, don't 


cheat by giving answers to others or taking them from anyone else. I will also adhere to the highest 


standards of academic integrity, so please do not ask me to change (or expect me to change) your grade 


illegitimately or to bend or break rules for one person that will not apply to everyone. 


Disability Statement 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations to all persons 


with disabilities.  This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request.  Students who need 


accommodations must be registered with Disability Services, Student Resource Center Room 132, phone 


(407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting accommodations from the 


professor. 



https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1168947/quizzes/1385608

http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/





Copyright 


This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, images, text 


materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use doctrine in order to enhance the 


learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, download or distribute these items. The use of these 


materials is strictly reserved for this online classroom environment and your use only. All copyright 


materials are credited to the copyright holder. 


Third-Party Software and FERPA 


During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or software 


applications sometimes called third-party software such as a blog or wiki. While some of these could be 


required assignments, you need not make any personally identifying information on a public site. Do not 


post or provide any private information about yourself or your classmates. Where appropriate you may 


use a pseudonym or nickname. Some written assignments posted publicly may require personal 


reflection/comments, but the assignments will not require you to disclose any personally identity-sensitive 


information. If you have any concerns about this, please contact your instructor. 


  







Schedule 


Modules assignments and exams open at midnight on the open date and close at 11:59pm on the close 


date. 


 


Weeks Topic Readings Assignments 
Open 


Date 


Close 


Date 


Part I* 


Weeks 


1-5 


Module 1: Introduction, Origins 


and Development of Congress 


Congress and Its 


Members Ch. 1-2 
Module 1 Quiz 


January 


11th 


February 


14th 


Module 2: The Electoral 


Connection   


Module 2 Quiz 


Electoral Connection 


Discussion 


January 


11th 


February 


14th 


Module 3: Congressional 


Elections: Context and 


Candidates 


Jacobson Ch. 1,2, 


3 
Module 3 Quiz 


January 


11th 


February 


14th 


Module 4: Congressional 


Elections: Campaigns 
Jacobson Ch. 4 


Campaign Ads Internet 


Assignment 


January 


11th 


February 


14th 


Module 5: Congressional 


Elections: Voters and National 


Politics 


Jacobson Ch. 5-6 Module 5 Quiz 
January 


11th 


February 


14th 


Week 5 Exam 1     
February 


8th 


February 


14th 


Part II 


Weeks 


6-10 


Module 6: Representation and 


an Introduction to Lawmaking 
C&M Ch. 5 Module 6 Quiz 


February 


15th 


March 


27th 


Module 7: Parties C&M Ch. 6 Module 7 Quiz 
February 


15th 


March 


27th 


Module 8: Committees C&M Ch.7 
Committees Internet 


Assignment 


February 


15th 


March 


27th 


Module 9: Rules, Norms, and 


Procedures 
C&M Ch.8 


Module 9 Quiz 


House and Senate 


Procedures Discussion 


February 


15th 


March 


27th 


Module 10: Roll Call Voting C&M Ch.9 Module 10 Quiz 
February 


15th 


March 


27th 







Week 10 Exam 2     
March 


21st 


March 


27th 


Part III 


Weeks 


11-15 


Module 11: Congress and the 


President 
C&M Ch. 10 


Presidential Rhetoric 


Internet Assignment 
March 


28th 
May 1st 


Module 12: Congress and the 


Bureaucracy 
C&M Ch. 11 Module 12 Quiz 


March 


28th 
May 1st 


Module 13: Congress and the 


Judiciary 
C&M Ch. 12 Module 13 Quiz 


March 


28th 
May 1st 


Module 14: Congress and 


Organized Interests 
C&M Ch. 13 


Module 14 Quiz 


Congress and 


Organized Interests 


Discussion 


March 


28th 
May 1st 


Module 15: Congress and the 


Policy Process 
C&M Ch. 14, 15 Module 15 Quiz 


March 


28th 
May 1st 


Week 15 Exam 3     April 25th May 1st 


  


Note: All dates and times are subject to change by Dr. Ilderton. Be informed and routinely check the 


Schedule and Class Email or Announcements for any changes or updates. 


*Syllabus quiz for financial aid purposes by end of 1st week of class or as soon as possible after adding 


the class. 


 








POS2041 American National Government 


Dr. Bruce M. Wilson 


  


• How to avoid common, serious errors in written work 
• Grade book to calculate your own grades (Beta) 
• About Dr. Wilson 
• LINKS (includes all extra readings) 
• Example of solid reply posting (discussions) 
• Course Rules and Policies 
• User Guide to webcourses 


  
These are truly exciting times to be living in the United States! Major 
domestic policy issues are being discussed as the new presidential 
primaries for both parties are in full swing. Numerous international crises 
(military actions in Iraq, Afghanistan, Syria, Libya, Ukraine), the Greek debt 
crisis, and the reopening of diplomatic relations with Cuba, etc, that need to 
be addressed. There are also many, difficult to solve policy issues within 
the US, including immigration, health care, and the implementation of the 
Supreme Court's recent same-sex marriage decision that appear to be 
creating a more polarized polity. 


  


The good news is that by the end of this class you will possess the 
necessary tools to be able to understand these intractable issues, rationally 
evaluate competing arguments, and be able to draw your own 
conclusions. To that end, this class investigates the historical foundations 
of the United States, the institutions of government, the policy-making 
processes, and policy areas of the country. The textbook provides a solid 
foundation for your knowledge, but the class requires that you keep up-to-
date with current events and do some independent research.  This will 
allow you to see how the material you learn in the book actually applies to 
current events and issues. Understanding the political underpinnings of 
U.S. politics will help you understand current political debates better, help 
you form an informed opinion, and make you better equipped to be an 
engaged citizen. Throughout the course, you will be required to provide 
evidence to support your ideas, to question your peers, and challenge them 
to provide compelling evidence to support their arguments, and to critically 



https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1165222/files/50104737/download?wrap=1

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1165222/files/50104559/download?wrap=1

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1165222/files/50104557/download?wrap=1

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1165222/pages/links

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1165222/files/50104696/download?wrap=1

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1165222/files/50104715/download

http://onlinesupport.cdl.ucf.edu/webcourses/instructure-canvas-student-tour/





examine evidence provided by different sources. This is part of what the 
discipline of political science is all about - to collect, analyze, and critically 
evaluate empirical evidence.    


  


Course structure 


The course contains eight modules, 14 chapters pop quizzes, and 
a final exam. Modules typically have discussions to explore core concepts 
further and push you to apply them to specific issues and/or essays that 
integrate much of what you learned in critical reflection. For each module I 
have uploaded the publisher's PowerPoint slides summarizing the main 
points of the assigned textbook chapters, this should help you structure the 
course material, but should not be used as an alternative to reading the 
textbook. Finally, each module has deadlines within the module period - 
typically, pop quizzes are due first since you need to complete the reading 
before you can enter into an informed discussion; there is a deadline for the 
first discussion posting, and a separate one for the additional follow-up 
postings (this allows the discussion to flow like a real face-to-face 
discussion). Short papers are typically due at the end of the module. It is 
crucial that you are aware of all these deadlines as soon as a module 
opens so you don't miss any parts and lose points. (You can see all the 
semester's deadlines by clicking on the syllabus link on the left of this page, 
in the calendar, and also within each module's instructions). Your chapter 
pop quiz grades will be combined into a single score that is worth 5% of 
your final class grade (see the syllabus for more information on how your 
class grade is calculated). 


  


To get started, please review the Announcements, Syllabus, Schedule 
(available on the left of this page) and the Course Rules and Policies, 
etc available at the top of this page): these are the ground rules, policies, 
and expectations for the class. I have also uploaded a statement on how to 
write clear, concise, well documented short papers and an example of a 
good quality reply posting. 
  


There are also some additional class readings that I have uploaded to the 
LINKS page.  If you're new to using the CANVAS program, please check 
out the guide to webcourses above and/or the "Success Resources" link to 
the left of this page.  







  


Now, click on "Modules" on the left-hand of this page, then click on Module 
1: Introduction and follow the instructions.  I wish you all a great semester 
and welcome to the class! 
  


  


Instructor Contact 
Instructor Dr. Bruce M. Wilson 


Office Phillips Hall 302 


Office Hours 


Dr. Wilson's Office Hours: Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays 9:30 am-noon & by appointment 


For GTA help or appointments (use Coursemail 
and send an email to your assigned GTA) 


Groups 1-7   Chris Faulkner (Tues 10:15-12:15 
pm & by appointment  in the Political Science 
computer lab) 


Groups 8-14  Candace Compton (Mon and Wed, 
2:30-5:00,  & by appointment in HPH Room 310 
(computer lab) 


Groups 15-24  Alexander Norat (Mon 10:30-
12:30 & by appointment) in HPH 313 (Grad 
Student Office) 


Homepages 
Professor Wilson's homepage at UCF; at 
the CMI in Bergen, Norway 


Phone 


Skype 


407-823-2608 (no voice mail) 


professor.bruce.wilson (open during my office 
hours) 


E-mail Please use Coursemail for all emails 


 



http://politicalscience.cos.ucf.edu/people/wilson-bruce/

http://www.cmi.no/staff/?bruce-wilson





Course Information 


Course Name 
POS2041 American National 
Government 


Credit Hours 3 Credit Hours 


Semester/Year Spring 2016 


Location 
Completely online (no required 
face-to-face meetings) 


 


Required Text 
• "GOVT7." 2015. Edward I. Sidlow & Beth Henschen. Wadsworth 


Publishing; 7th edition. 


• This edition of the book can be bought either online or at the UCF 
bookstore 


o You do not need to buy the access code or any other supplemental 
materials that might be offered with the book. 


 


Course Requirements 
Assignments • You are responsible for keeping a copy of 


all assignments for this class. 
• You are also responsible for checking 


that the grades posted online are correct; 
any discrepancies must be reported to 
the instructor within one week of being 
posted. 


Late, make-
up, and extra 
credit work 


• All quizzes are opened on the first day of 
the semester, but their deadlines 
correspond with the modules in which the 
material is discussed. 







o If you miss a quiz deadline, you will 
NOT be permitted to take that quiz, no 
exceptions! 


• Other late work (initial discussion postings 
and essays) will be penalized at a rate of 
5 points per day late (including weekend 
days and holidays unless otherwise noted 
in the module). 
o The Final Exam is penalized at 10 


points per day late 
• Because discussion postings cannot be 


made after the discussion is closed -
 there is no late option for final discussion 
postings. 


• No work will be accepted more than a 
week after the deadline (or three days 
after the deadline for the final exam). 


• There are no substitute assignments and 
positively NO EXTRA CREDIT, so please 
don't ask! 


• No module grades will be discussed a 
week after it was posted. 


Evaluation and Grading 
The following scale will be used for the assignment of final grades. 


Letter Grade Points 


A 90-100 


B 80-89 


C 70-79 


D 60-69 


F 59 or below 


  







  


Assignment Percentage of Grade 


Module #1 1% 


Your highest 6 grades from the 7 
substantive modules (#2 through #8) 


12% each. Your lowest substantive module 
grade will be automatically dropped (see caveat 
in Academic honesty, below). 


 Pop Quizzes 5% 


Final exam 22% 


Total 100% 


  


  


Schedule 


Module Dates Topic/Module Readings 


PART I: INTRODUCTION TO AMERICAN NATIONAL GOVERNMENT 


Jan 11- 18 
Module #1: 
Introduction  Read: Chapter One 


Jan 14 – 25 


Module #2: US 
Government 
Foundations, 
Constitution and 
Federalism 


Read: Chapter Two and 
Three 


PART II: RIGHTS AND LIBERTIES 


Jan 25 - Feb 1 
Module #3: Civil Rights 
and Liberties 


Read: Chapter Four and Five 


PART III: THE POLITICS OF DEMOCRACY 


Feb 1 - Feb 15 
Module #4: 
Interest Groups and 
Political Parties 


Read: Chapter Six and 
Seven 


  
Feb 15 - 29 Module #5: Public Read: Chapter Eight and 







Opinion, Voting.Politics 
and the Media 


Ten 


Feb 29 - Mar 21 
Module #6: Campaigns 
and Elections 


Read: Chapter Nine 


Spring Break March 7th - 13th (no classes) 
PART IV: INSTITUTIONS 


Mar 21 - Apr 4 
Module #7: The 
Bureaucracy and the 
Judiciary 


Read: Chapter Thirteen and 
Fourteen 


Apr 4 - 18 
Module #8: Congress 
and the Presidency 


Read: Chapter Eleven and 
Twelve 


Apr 18 - 28 
Final exam.Must be 
uploaded before 11 pm 
April 28th 


Read: all chapters in 
textbook 


  


 NB. Full deadlines details are available in each module instructions (and in 
the live syllabus listing below). 
  


Attendance Policy 


Because this is a completely online class with no face-to-face meetings, 
there is no attendance policy, as such. Having said that, you need to keep 
up with the pace of the class and participate in all parts of each of the 
modules. Note that each module contains several deadlines; that is, not all 
work for a module is due on the last day listed on the Schedule. You must 
read each module's instructions for a list of deadlines for the various 
assignments and deadlines. It is your responsibility to check these 
deadlines as soon as a module opens so you won't miss any due dates. 


NB: The federally-mandated attendance reporting policy requires you to 
complete an assignment before the end of the first week (before 5pm on 
Friday).  I will use the citizenship quiz for this purpose.  It does not matter 
what score you receive on the citizenship quiz, but you must complete it 
before the deadline.  Failure to do so might impact your financial aid and/or 
other support. 







Academic Honesty 


Plagiarism and cheating of any kind on any examination, quiz, or 
assignment will result an "F" for that assignment and may be subject to 
appropriate referral to the Office of Student Conduct for further action. See 
the updated UCF Golden Rule for further information. Any module that 
contains any material that is identified by the professor as plagiarized will 
not be eligible to be dropped as your lowest grade. Please do not 
plagiarize! 


I will assume for this course that you will adhere to the academic creed of 
this University and will maintain the highest standards of academic 
integrity.  


I will also adhere to the highest standards of academic integrity, so please 
do not ask me to change (or expect me to change) your grade illegitimately 
or to bend or break rules for one person that will not apply to everyone. 


Furthermore, any attempt to save, store, distribute, or discuss any quiz 
questions for this class will be interpreted as cheating and will be treated 
accordingly. 


All your work must be done on your own; you are not allowed to collaborate 
on quizzes, discussion postings, or essays. In short, all your written work 
and work submitted for grading must be your own, original work. 


 


Sexual Harassment  
Title IX makes it clear that violence and harassment based on sex that 
interferes with educational opportunities is an offense subject to the same 
penalties as offenses based on other protected categories such as race, 
national origin, etc. If you or someone you know has been harassed or 
assaulted, you can find resources available to support the victim, including 
confidential resources, and information concerning reporting options at 
shield.ucf.edu. Perpetrators are subject to expulsion or termination and 
may also be subject to criminal penalties. 


 



http://creed.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://creed.sdes.ucf.edu/
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Disability Statement 
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable 
accommodations for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available 
in alternate formats upon request. Students with disabilities who need 
accommodations in this course must contact the professor at the beginning 
of the semester to discuss needed accommodations. No accommodations 
will be provided until the student has met with the professor to request 
accommodations. Students who need accommodations must be registered 
with Student Disability Services, Student Resource Center Room 132, 
phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before 
requesting accommodations from the professor. 
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POS2041– American National Government 
 


Department of Political Science 
College of Sciences, University of Central Florida 


Syllabus 
 


Instructor Information Course Information 


Instructor Dr. Annabelle Conroy Term: Spring 2016 


Office: HPH302R Section: 0602 


Phone (407) 823-6025 Credits: 3 


E-mail annabelle.conroy@ucf.edu  
Class Time: Mondays, Wednesdays 


and Fridays 


10:30am-11:20am 


Office hours: 


Monday: 2:30 PM – 5:00 PM 


Wednesday: 2:00 PM-5:00 PM 


Or by appointment 


Classroom: ENG0224 


 
 


 


Course Overview  
 
POS2041-American National Government has been designed to provide a comprehensive 
introduction to the concepts and issues of the United States government. As such, it examines 
the structure, philosophy, accomplishments and failings of the American government. Students 
will examine and analyze why the American political system operates as it does, who wins and 
who loses in the process and why this system endures. 
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Course Objectives  
 
The main objectives of this course are: 
1. To provide students with a comprehensive introduction to the American system of 


government. 
2. To provide students with an understanding of the ways in which the various branches of the 


government, as well as other political actors, operate in the context of the American 
political institutions and processes. 


3. To show how the main political actors and institutions have changed over time. 
4. To develop key skills required for the successful study of political science and for the 


graduate job market. 
5. To provide students with the tools to become active and engaged citizens and to have the 


ability to make informed political decisions. 
 


By the end of the course students should: 
 
1. Have a thorough knowledge of American political institutions and processes. 
2. Be able to describe and account for the ways in which the various political actors interact 


with other key actors in the American political system. 
3. Understand the role of each one of the branches of government. 
4. Grasp the ways in which the American political system has evolved over time. 
 


 


Course Prerequisites 
 
This is an introductory course and, thus, there are no prerequisites for this course. 


 


Required Texts and Materials 
 
 
Sidlow, Edward and Beth Henschen (2015): Govt7.  Seventh Edition. Boston, MA: Wadsworth 
Political Science. ISBN: ISBN-10: 1285870298 /  ISBN-13: 9781285870298 
This textbook is available for sale in paperback form at the UCF Bookstore and as an ebook but 
it can also be rented (see www.amazon.com, for example). 


 
 


 


Format of the Course 
 



http://www.amazon.com/





This course will consist of a combination of lectures, class discussions, individual research and 
short in-class writing assignments.  Each week I will post one or more questions which you 
should consider and prepare for that week's discussion.  The questions, readings and 
assignments for each week can be found on the modules for each week.  To see which module 
corresponds to each week, please consult the class schedule. 
 


 
 


Grading 
 
The final grade will be calculated on a scale of 0-100 and it will have the following components: 
 


Component Points 


Protocol Points 5 


Participation 5 


Paper and presentation (5 points each) 10 


Four Exams (20 points each) 80 


Total 100 


 


Protocol Points:  
 
Protocol points are points that are given to you at the beginning of the course and will remain 
with you as long as you observe and abide by the class protocols and the UCF student code of 
conduct.  In other words, you start off with 5 points and you will only lose some or all of them if 
you somehow violate any of the protocols set forth in the syllabus.  
 
You can lose protocol points if you do any of the following: 


1. Use rude, disrespectful, intimidating or unprofessional language in any communication 
or discussion assignment in this course.   


2. Violate the ethics standards set forth by UCF (see http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/).   
3. Repeatedly arrive late to class. 
4. Fail to turn off or turn to silent your cellphone or other electronic device during the class. 
5. Fail to observe the protocols set forth in this syllabus. 


 
 


Attendance and Participation Policy:   
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Participation is a very important requirement of the course, since it is only by exchanging ideas 
that we can deepen our understanding of the material covered and of the different 
interpretations and possible solutions to the issues raised. Thus, students are expected to have 
done the readings before coming to class and to come prepared with any questions or issues 
they want to raise.  
 
Students are allowed 3 absences during the term unless, of course, there is a valid medical or 
emergency reason that prevents them from coming to class. If this is the case, students are 
responsible for presenting supporting documentation. Each additional absence beyond the 3 
allowed absences will be penalized by the loss of 5 points.  Please keep in mind also that 
repeated late arrivals will result in loss of attendance and participation points. 
 
Paper and Presentation Project 
The paper project will have two components: a written paper (5 points) and a presentation (5 
points).  The topics, rubric and instructions for the project are posted in Webcourses.  The 
submission dates for the project will depend on your topic and this will be assigned on a first-
come, first-served policy. 
 
Examinations 
There will be 4 examinations in this course. The final examination will be cumulative.  You must 
take all four exams. Failure to take any of the exams will result in a grade of "F" for the entire 
course. Also, please come to the exams on time.  Students who arrive after the first student to 
complete an exam has left the room, will not be permitted to take the exam.  In this case, the 
student will have to reschedule the exam since the instructor will have to make up a whole 
different exam.  
 
As with any other course, I urge you not to fall behind on the readings. Each week we will be 
covering a lot of new information and if you do not keep up, it can become overwhelming the 
day before the exam. In addition, keep in mind that the final examination will be cumulative. 
 
In case of a serious extenuating circumstance that prevents the student from taking any of the 
exams, the student is responsible for contacting the instructor before the examination. In 
addition, the student is responsible for providing valid and convincing medical documentation. 
Please note that the format of any makeup examination may be different from that administered 
to the rest of the class. 
 
 
 
Please take note of the following course stipulations: 


• There will be no extra credit assignments.   







• Late assignments will not be accepted unless valid medical documentation is presented 
and only when arrangements have been made before the due date.  Make-up 
assignments will have a different format than those assigned to the rest of the class. 


• Make sure to check the “Grades” section in Webcourses often. Please be aware that no 
grade will be changed 2 weeks after the grade for a particular assignment has been 
posted. 


• If you have a particular concern about a grade received, you need to make an 
appointment with me and bring specific points which you wish to address. Keep in mind 
that if you ask me to read the disputed assignment/test again, your grade may go up or 
down. 


• Please do come and see me if you are having trouble understanding a topic or concept. 
Also, I encourage you to ask questions during class if something is not clear. 


 
The grade distribution for the course will be as follows: 
 


Points Letter Grade 


93-100 A   


90-92 A- 


87-89 B+ 


83-86 B   


80-82 B- 


77-79 C+ 


73-76 C 


70-72 C- 


67-69 D+ 


63-66 D 


60-62 D- 


0-59 F 


 
In general, grades for each assignment will appear one week after the submission deadline.  
Mistakes can be made while entering the grades, so you are responsible for monitoring your 
grades and making sure that they are accurate.  You have two weeks after the grades are posted 
to challenge or request a correction to your grades.  After this time, grades become final.   
 







If you wish to challenge your grade you must make an appointment with the professor and 
present the evidence to show that your grade is incorrect.  Keep in mind that if a review has to 
be made of your grade, the grade can go up or down depending on the review. 
 


Grade Dissemination 
 


Graded tests and materials in this course will be returned individually only by request. You can 
access your scores at any time by logging into your course through Webcourses. Please note 
that scores returned mid-semester are unofficial grades.  


Grades of "Incomplete":  
 


The current university policy concerning incomplete grades will be followed in this course. 
Incomplete grades are given only in situations where unexpected emergencies prevent a 
student from completing the course and the remaining work can be completed the next 
semester. Your instructor is the final authority on whether you qualify for an incomplete. 
Incomplete work must be finished by the end of the subsequent semester or the “I” will 
automatically be recorded as an “F” on your transcript. 


 
 


Course Policies: Technology and Media 
 
Webcourses: Webcourses is an online course management system (accessed 
through my.ucf.edu and then the "Online Course Tools" tab) which will be used as a medium for 
turning in assignments and a forum for communicating with your professor. The Webcourses 
site will have up-to-date information on topics, class assignments, schedule and so on.  In 
addition, each class module will include useful tools for exam preparation and to add to the 
material presented in class.  My recommendation is to check Webcourses regularly for updates. 
 
Email: In this class our official mode of communication is through email located inside 
Webcourses. All communication between student and instructor and between student and 
student should be respectful and professional. It is the student's responsibility to check 
Webcourses frequently. You may also wish to create a Knight's Email account 
at www.knightsemail.ucf.edu for separate official communication from the university. If for any 
reason you cannot log into Webcourses, you may use my office email address which is: 
Annabelle.conroy@ucf.edu.  You may also call or come to my office (information provided 
above). 
 
Electronic devices: Laptops, tablets and cell phones may not be used during class.  Please make 
sure that they are all either turned off or set to “silent” during class. A violation of this request 
may result in loss of protocol points. 
 


 



http://my.ucf.edu/
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Course Policies: Student Expectations 
 
Diversity and Inclusion:   The University of Central Florida considers the diversity of its 
students, faculty, and staff to be a strength and critical to its educational mission. UCF expects 
every member of the university community to contribute to an inclusive and respectful culture 
for all in its classrooms, work environments, and at campus events. Dimensions of diversity can 
include sex, race, age, national origin, ethnicity, gender identity and expression, intellectual and 
physical ability, sexual orientation, income, faith and non-faith perspectives, socio-economic 
class, political ideology, education, primary language, family status, military experience, 
cognitive style, and communication style. The individual intersection of these experiences and 
characteristics must be valued in our community. 
 
Title IX prohibits sex discrimination, including sexual misconduct, sexual violence, sexual 
harassment, and retaliation. If you or someone you know has been harassed or assaulted, you 
can find resources available to support the victim, including confidential resources and 
information concerning reporting options 
at www.shield.ucf.edu and http://cares.sdes.ucf.edu/. 
 
If there are aspects of the design, instruction, and/or experiences within this course that result 
in barriers to your inclusion or accurate assessment of achievement, please notify the instructor 
as soon as possible and/or contact Student Accessibility Services. 


 
Disability Access: The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable 
accommodations for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats 
upon request. Students who need accommodations must be registered with Student Disability 
Services, Ferrell Commons Room 185, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-
2116, before requesting accommodations from the professor. 
 
Professionalism Policy:  Per university policy and classroom etiquette; mobile phones, iPods, 
etc. must be silenced during all classroom and lab lectures. Those not heeding this rule will be 
asked to leave the classroom/lab immediately so as to not disrupt the learning environment 
and will lose protocol points. Please arrive on time for all class meetings. Students who 
habitually disturb the class by talking, arriving late, etc., and have been warned may suffer a 
reduction in their final class grade.  
 
Academic Conduct Policy: Academic dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated. If you are 
uncertain as to what constitutes academic dishonesty, please consult The Golden Rule, the 
University of Central Florida's Student Handbook (http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/) for 
further details.  As in all University courses, The Golden Rule Rules of Conduct will be applied.  
Violations of these rules will result in a record of the infraction being placed in your file and 
receiving a zero on the work in question AT A MINIMUM.  At the instructor’s discretion, you 
may also receive a failing grade for the course.  Confirmation of such incidents can also result in 
expulsion from the University 
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Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating:  UCF faculty members have a responsibility for 
your education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to prevent unethical behavior and 
when necessary respond to infringements of academic integrity. Penalties can include a failing 
grade in an assignment or in the course, suspension or expulsion from the university, and/or a 
"Z Designation" on a student's official transcript indicating academic dishonesty, where the final 
grade for this course will be preceded by the letter Z. For more information about the Z 
Designation, see http://z.ucf.edu/. 
 
University Writing Center: The University Writing Center (UWC) is a free resource for UCF 
undergraduates and graduates. At the UWC, a trained writing consultant will work individually 
with you on anything you're writing (in or out of class), at any point in the writing process from 
brainstorming to editing. Appointments are recommended, but not required. For more 
information or to make an appointment, visit the UWC website at http://www.uwc.ucf.edu, 
stop by MOD 608, or call 407.823.2197. 


 
Religious Observances: Students who anticipate the necessity of being absent from class due to 
the observation of a major religious observance must provide notice of the date(s) to the 
instructor, in writing, by the second week of class.  If any assignment falls on a day in which you 
observe a religious holiday, it is your responsibility to notify the instructor by the end of the 
second week of class.  In addition, it is your responsibility to make alternative arrangements for 
completing that particular assignment. 
 
 
 
 
 
Make sure you read the syllabus in its entirety before proceeding with 
the course. By proceeding with the course, you are implicitly agreeing 
to be bound by all the conditions set forth in the syllabus. 
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Course Schedule 
 


Date Topic Assignments/Notes 
 


 
Part I: The Foundations of the American System 


 
Week 1:    1/11  America in the Twenty-First Century Complete Module  1 
Week 2:    1/18* The Constitution Complete Module  2 
Week 3:    1/25  Federalism Complete Module  3 
 


Part II: Liberties and Rights 
 
Week 4:    2/1 Civil Liberties Complete Module  4 
Week 5:    2/8 Civil Rights Complete Module  5 


First Exam: Friday, 
2/12 


 
Part III: The Politics of Democracy 


 
Week 6:    2/15 Interest Groups and Political Parties Complete Module  6 
Week 7:    2/22 Public Opinion and Voting Complete Module  7 
Week 8:    2/29 Campaigns,  Elections and the Media Complete Module  8 


Second Exam: Friday, 
3/4 


Week 9:    3/7 SPRING BREAK Complete Module  9 
 


Part IV: Institutions 
 
Week 10:  3/14 Congress Complete Module  10 
Week 11:  3/21 The Presidency Complete Module  11 
Week 12:  3/28 The Bureaucracy Complete Module  12 
Week 13:  4/4 The Judiciary Complete Module  13 


Third Exam: Friday, 
4/8 


 
Part V: Public Policy 


 
Week 14:   4/11 Domestic Policy Complete Module  14 
Week 15:  4/18 Foreign Policy Complete Module 15 
Week 16: 4/25 Review Complete Module 16 







Week 17:   5/2 
 


 
Final Exam Week 


Final Exam: Monday, 
May 2, 2016 
10:00 AM – 12:50 PM 
Exam will be in the 
usual classroom.   


 
* No school on Monday, January 18 (Martin Luther King Day) 





		Syllabus

		Course Overview

		Course Objectives

		Course Prerequisites

		Required Texts and Materials

		Format of the Course

		Grading

		Protocol Points:

		Grade Dissemination

		Grades of "Incomplete":



		Course Policies: Technology and Media

		Course Policies: Student Expectations



		Course Schedule






UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL FLORIDA 
THE POLITICS OF INTERNATIONAL TERRORISM  


INR 4084 
COURSE SYLLABUS 


Spring 2016 
Dr. Bruce Farcau 


 
I.  Textbooks (Required) 
 
 Chaliand, Gérard and Blin, Arnaud.  The History of Terrorism: From Antiquity to al 
Qaeda.  University of California Press, 2007. 
 Kegley, Charles W.  The New Global Terrorism:  Characteristics, Causes, Controls.  
Prentice-Hall, 2003. 
 Post, Jerrold M., The Mind of the Terrorist.  Palgrave, 2007. 
 Bobbitt, Philip, Terror and Consent 
 
 Recommended: 
 
 Boot, Max, War Made New 
 Baer, Robert.  See No Evil:  The True Story of a Ground Soldier in the CIA’s War on 
Terrorism.  Crown Publishers, 2002. 
 Berntsen, Gary.  Jawbreaker:  The Attack on Bin Ladin and Al-Qaeda.  Three Rivers 
Press, 2005. 


Carr, Caleb.  The Lessons of Terror.  Random House, 2003. 
Coll, Steve, Ghost Wars:  The Secret History of the CIA, Afghanistan, and Bin Laden, 


from the Soviet Invasion to September 10, 2001, Penguin Books, 2004. 
Euben, Roxanne and Zaman, Muhammad Qasim, Princeton Readings in Islamist 


Thought, Princeton University Press, 2009. 
Gates, Robert, From the Shadows.  Simon and Schuster, 2007. 


 Hoffman, Bruce, Inside Terrorism.  Columbia University Press, 2006 
 Kepel, Gilles.  Jihad:  The Trail of Political Islam.  Harvard University Press, 2002. 
 Laqueur, Walter.  The New Terrorism:  Fanatacism and the Arms of Mass Destruction.  
Oxford University Press, 1999. 
 -----.  Terrorism in the 21st Century, Continuum, 2004. 
 Mandelbaum, Michael.  The Case for Goliath 
 Peters, Ralph.  Endless War.  Stackpole Books, 2010. 


Posner, Richard A., Not a Suicide Pact 
 Sageman, Marc, Understanding Terror Networks 
 Trofimov, Yaroslav.  The Siege of Mecca.  Doubleday, 2007. 
 Jones, Seth, Hunting Shadows, W.W. Norton, 2012. 
 
 Students are expected to do assigned readings ahead of the class discussion.  While the 
recommended readings are not required, students may find the additional detail contained therein 
to be helpful both from a substantive point of view and as a means of balancing contending 







interpretations of history. 
   
II.  Office hours will generally be MWF from 0800-0900 in the adjunct office on the third floor 
of Phillips Hall.  Students with individual questions can also plan to come to class prior to the 
posted time or make separate arrangements for a meeting.  The instructor can also be reached at 
bfarcau@msn.com. although all papers for the course are to be printed out and delivered in class 
or to the Poli Sci Office, not via e-mail. 
 
III.  Course Description 
 
INR 4084 
THE POLITICS OF INTERNATIONAL TERRORISM 
 
The study of terrorism with an emphasis on its international dimensions.  The course will focus 
on the origins, nature and tactics of terrorism and its use throughout history as well as on the 
policies adopted to counter terrorist threats.       
 
IV.  Test and Grading Policy 
 
 A.  There will be three (3) exams, none of which will be comprehensive.  Each exam is 
worth 25% of the final grade.  If a student misses either of the first two exams, a take-home 
make-up can be arranged, but it should be understood that the make-up will be graded at a much 
higher standard and will not offer “bonus” points available during the scheduled test.  If taking 
the take-home version of the test, it is the student’s responsibility to pick up a copy of the test at 
the next class session or obtain it from another student (not to ask for it via email.)  The take-
home version of the test must be turned in no later than one week after the in-class test (i.e., if 
the original test was on a Monday, the test would be due by close of business the following 
Monday.)  Later papers will NOT be accepted.  There will be NO make-ups given for the final 
test, although a take-home version will be made available on the last day of classes for those 
unable to attend the in-class final (and, no, you can’t take them both and see which one you do 
better on.)  Take-home versions of the final must be turned in by the time of the in-class final.  
Exams will consist of a number of essay questions and short answers and the student will have 
an opportunity to choose which questions to answer.  Take-home tests are not meant to be 
research papers and do not require citations but should focus on the student demonstrating an 
understanding of the themes raised by the questions.  Bonus (extra credit) questions may be 
offered for the in-class tests based on current events.  Tests will be based on the texts and 
explanations of that material provided in lecture. 
 
 B.  A term paper of at least 8 pages of text (typed, double-spaced, with standard margins 
and font) besides bibliography, illustrations, and footnotes.  The paper should focus on either a 
personality, policy, or event of significance during the period covered by the course.  The topic 
should be approved by the instructor no later than February 26th.  The paper should draw 
on at least five sources, not including the course texts or general encyclopedias.  As a rule of 
thumb, internet sources that do not provide an author’s name are not acceptable, and sources 
should not consist solely of journal articles.  Direct quotes should be kept to a minimum.  The 
paper will be worth 25% of your grade.  The term paper will be due on or before April 1st.  Late 







papers will be accepted by April 8th, but will suffer a 10-point penalty.  Papers will still be 
accepted up to April 15th  but will suffer a 25-point penalty.  Papers will NOT be accepted after 
that date.  Due dates refer to the end of class on that date, not midnight. 
 
 C.  Students will have the opportunity to earn up to 10 extra credit points (i.e., added to a 
test score) by submitting a 4-page, typed report on any of the books on the list provided.  
Students are welcome to offer additional titles of other books related to the course subject for 
approval as well.  This will be due by April 15th.  No late papers will be accepted. 
 
 D.  Each test (modified for extra credit) and the term paper are all worth the same weight 
toward the final grade.  The percentage grade on each test will be averaged to result in the final 
grade.  The grade scale will be: 
   
  59 below = F 
  60-69      = D 
  70-79      = C 
  80-89      = B 
  90 above = A 
 
V.  Competencies 
 
 Students will learn to analyze information about international relations and relate it to 
current events under discussion.  They will be able to argue and explain their conclusions about 
such events.  Students will learn to recognize tactics of persuasion used by diplomats and to 
evaluate their points of view.  Students will learn to express their views both in writing and 
orally and defend their positions when questioned.  Students will be able to apply what they have 
learned in daily life, both when reading about international events and when exercising their 
rights and responsibilities as citizens. 


 
SCHEDULE 


(Subject to Change – Note that no specific dates for tests are given) 
 


WEEK OF   TOPIC     TEXT - CHAPTER 
 
1       Defining Terrorism   Post, Ch 1 
         Kegley, Ch 1-3 
         Bobbitt, P. 3-63 
          
2    The Nature of Terrorism    Chaliand, Ch 1-2 
         Bobbitt, P. 180-238; 397-426 
     
3    Early Terrorism   Chaliand, Ch 3-4 
       
4    Terrorism in the 18th and  Chaliand, Ch 5-8 
    19th Centuries    
     







5    Nationalist-Separatist    Post, Ch 2-6 
    Terrorism 
     
6    Ideological Terrorism   Chaliand, Ch 10 
         Kegley, Ch 9, 10 
         Post, Ch 7-10 
 


    FIRST TEST 
     


7    Origins of Islamic Terrorism  Chaliand, Ch 11-12 
         Kegley, 14-15    
 
8    Origins of Islamic Terrorism  Post, Ch 11-12 
 
9    SPRING BREAK 
     
10    Al Qaeda    Kegley, Ch 13 
         Post, Ch 13-15 
         Bobbitt, P. 63-84 
     
11    The Future of Islamic Terrorism Chaliand, Ch 14-15 
 
12     Postmodern Terrorism   Kegley, Ch 11-12 
     
 
  


    SECOND TEST 
 
13    Counterterrorist Theory  Kegley, Ch 17-18 
         Post, Ch 17 
         Bobbitt, P. 350-396; 429-451 
 
14    State Terrorism   Chaliand, Ch 9 
         Kegley, Ch 4 


State Sponsors of Terrorism  Kegley, Ch 20-21 
  
      
15    New Terrorist Tactics   Post, Ch 16 
         Bobbitt, P. 85-124 
 
16    Democracy vs. Terrorism  Chaliand, Ch 16 
         Kegley, Ch 12  
         Bobbitt, P. 125-158; 241-
288; 452-510  
    Intelligence vs. Terrorism  Kegley, Ch 19 
         Bobbitt, P.289-349 







          
THIRD TEST (finals week, check UCF website for dates and times) 


STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES: 
 
 A.  Students are expected to attend every class, barring illness or true emergency.  It is 
unlikely that a good grade can be earned without regular attendance in class, but attendance will 
not count as part of the grade.  It is the responsibility of the student to obtain lecture notes from 
another student in case of need. 
 
 B.  Punctuality:  Classes will start promptly as scheduled.  If arriving late, please enter as 
discreetly as possible.  Do not leave until class is dismissed. 
 
 C.  Courtesy:  Beepers and cell phones should be turned off during class.  There should 
be no eating or drinking during class.  Any questions should be directed to the instructor, and the 
only other talking should be in response to questions from the instructor or at his direction.  
 
 D.  Cheating:  All written work should be your own.  Plagiarizing on term papers or 
otherwise cheating on tests will result in an automatic F grade for the entire course. 
 
 








INR 6352 GLOBAL ENVIRONMENTAL POLITICS 
Spring 2016 


Instructor: Dr. Peter Jacques   


Peter.Jacques@ucf.edu 


407-823-2608 


HPH 302 


Office Hours: Tuesday/Wed 12:30-2:30 


 


Note that the Course Protocols available in webcourses are a part of this syllabus. 


 
Course Description 
This course will navigate the complex questions of global environmental politics. Global 
environmental politics is the interchanges between local-state-regional-global 
governments, firms, IGOs, activist groups, and other actors through institutions and 
values.  At the center of this class is a constant analysis of power as it intersects with 
nature. The ability for governance to occur between these levels of problems and 
opportunities is ‘global environmental politics’ and this class will investigate and explain 
the details and phenomena that drive or underlie the above issues. 
  


 


Course Objectives 
 


 Learn about wide ranging contests over ecological systems from an international 


perspective.   


 Understand important political theory, political economy, and international 


relations about global environmental change 


 Develop a proficiency of interdisciplinary global environmental concepts through 


regular writing 


 Advance student research skills 


 


 


 


Required Texts: 
 


 


1. Protest, Inc. Labaron and Dauvergne 


2. Unquiet Woods, Guha 


3. Underdeveloping the Amazon, Bunker 


4. The Business of Global Environmental Governance, ed., Levy and Newell 


5. Beyond the Tragedy in Global Fisheries, Webster 


6. Global Democracy and Sustainable Jurisprudence, Baber and Bartlett 


7. Plato’s Revenge, Ophuls 


and 


8. The New York Times, free at the library or by student subscription 


 


Recommended Text: 


9. Governing the Commons, Ostrom 



mailto:Peter.Jacques@ucf.edu





COURSE ORGANIZATION AND REQUIREMENTS 


 


Grade Categories Description of the 


requirements 


Percent of 


Final 


Grade 


Class Participation  Attendance, active participation 


that includes clear preparation 


and reading of assigned 


material 


20% 


Weekly Analyses On readings 30% 


Research Project Outline and bibliography; final 


paper  


50% 


 


Schedule (subject to change, particularly to accommodate Skype meetings with authors).  


References to “readings” indicate that week will be focused on peer-reviewed article 


readings, listed in webcourses. 


 


1. Introduction, history of GEP 


2. Readings in Environmental Science  


3. Readings in collective action and institutions for the Earth (recommended read of 


Ostrom). Guest Speaker, Randy Abate, FAMU Law School, on international 


environmental law 


4. Global Democracy and Sustainable Jurisprudence 


a. Special event at a time to be announced: Guest Speaker, Frank Baber, 


Visiting Professor of Political Science at the Diplomatic Academy of 


Vienna, and Discussion with his environmental class in Austria 


5. Beyond the Tragedy of the Commons, Guest Skype conversation with DG 


Webster, Dartmouth 


6. Unquiet Woods, Guha 


7. Underdeveloping the Amazon, Bunker 


8. First half: The Business of Global Environmental Governance, ed., Levy and              


Newell 


9. Second half of Levy and Newell 


10. Protest, Inc. 


11. Plato’s Revenge 


12. Readings in environmental security  


13. Readings in political ecology and green theory 


14. Open 


15. Research presentations 


 


 


 


Weekly Papers (30%) 


Weekly papers synthesize the readings  


 


Outline (1 page) and Annotated Bibliography Directions  (10%) 







Essential components of the outline: a research question, approach/framework, method, 


data, the conclusions you expect to make.  


 


You are required to describe 20 sources. 15 of which need to be peer reviewed journal 


articles, only 3 may be web-based, and any web based source needs to be "legitimate" 


which means that for example, government sources are fine to get from the internet.  Do 


not use course materials for credit toward the 15 sources; though you can use them for 


your paper they are in addition to the research you must do outside of class. You must 


follow the format below: 


 


Entry #1:   Peer Reviewed? Yes 


Goodland, Robert. 1995. "The Concept of Sustainability," Annaual Review of Ecology 


and Systematics, 26, 1-24.  


Main point: Goodland distinguishes various kinds of sustainability, provides a history of 


sustainability, draws out the conceptual differences between growth and development, 


placed sustainability within political development, provides the systematic requirements 


for ecological sustainability, and lays out causes of unsustainability. Goodland’s 


discussion restricts the expansive meaning of the term “sustainability” in order to bring 


more specific meaning to discussion and thinking about sustainability. 


Relates to my research because: Goodland provides a framework for understanding 


sustaianbility, which allows me to compare concepts, rationality, and assumptions of 


competing notions of sustaianbility. 


This means that: I will be able to define and frame the terms and limits of sustainability 


using Goodlands work on the matter, and will be able to counter the idea that the term 


“sustainability” is without meaning or is too vague to have importance or serve as a 


guiding principle.  


 


Final Paper and Presentation (40%):Your research paper must include a research 


question, a review of the relevant literature, an explanation of your method and technique 


and the systematic use and analysis of data. Your research cannot simply be a review of 


literature though you can see one is required. I will work one on one with you to help you 


with this process, but you will need to have a near-publishable draft at the end of the 


course.  


 


You will also present your work in class as if you were at a conference, and this should 


be a professional presentation aimed at generating suggestions for improvement prior to 


final submission. 


UNIVERSITY AND COURSE POLICIES (SOME OF THIS IS TAKEN FROM DR. 


NANCY STANLICK’S POLICIES, WHO TEACHES THE ETHICS COURSE TO PEOPLE 


CAUGHT CHEATING)  


UCF faculty support the UCF Creed.  Integrity - practicing and defending academic and personal honesty - 


is the first tenet of the UCF Creed.  This is in part a reflection of the second tenet, Scholarship:  - I will 


cherish and honor learning as a fundamental purpose of membership in the UCF community. - Course 


assignments and tests are designed to have educational value; the process of preparing for and completing 


these exercises will help improve your skills and knowledge.  Material presented to satisfy course 


requirements is therefore expected to be the result of your own original scholarly efforts. 







Plagiarism and cheating - presenting another’s ideas, arguments, words or images as your own, using 


unauthorized material, or giving or accepting unauthorized help on assignments or tests - contradict the 


educational value of these exercises.  Students who attempt to obtain unearned academic credentials that do 


not reflect their skills and knowledge can also undermine the value of the UCF degrees earned by their 


more honest peers. 


 


UCF faculty members have a responsibility for your education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek 


to prevent unethical behavior and when necessary respond to infringements of academic integrity. Penalties 


can include a failing grade in an assignment or in the course, or suspension or expulsion from the 


university. See http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/ for more information about UCF's Rules of Conduct.  


Academic Integrity/Plagiarism 


Any group of more than 3 words that are not your own must be in quotes or it will be considered 


plagiarism.  


Disability Access Statement 
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all persons 


with disabilities.  This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request.  Students with disabilities 


who need accommodations in this course must contact the professor at the beginning of the semester to 


discuss needed accommodations.  No accommodations will be provided until the student has approached 


the professor to request accommodations.  Students who need accommodations must be registered with 


Student Disability Services, Student Resource Center Room 132, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only 


phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting accommodations from the professor. 



http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/






 1 


UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL FLORIDA 
CPO 3103-0001: COMPARATIVE POLITICS 


SPRING 2016 
 


Professor: Myunghee Kim                   Office: PH311f 
Class: MWF 11:30 am – 12:20 pm      Office Hours: MWF 1:40 – 3:00 pm 
Credit hours: 3            (& by appointment) 
Class Room: PSY106         
E-mail: Myunghee.kim@ucf.edu      Office Phone: x36247 
CPO 3103 introduces comparative politics as a subfield of political science.  This course is 
designed to develop the understandings and skills to major or minor in political science by 
examining the world’s different political systems.  Two main objectives are: 1) understandings of 
fundamental concepts in major four aspects of political science – structural, historical-cultural, 
behavioral, and global aspects; 2) comparisons of the major aspects of liberal democratic and 
non-democratic ideologies, political economic features of democratic and authoritarian regimes, 
key institutions, political parties, interest groups, political issues, and cleavages.  
 


REQUIREMENTS 
 


Readings 
 


O’Neil, Patrick H.  Essentials of Comparative Politics. 5th Edition. New York: W. W. Norton, 
2015 (ISBN: 978-0-393-93897-5). 


 
All other reserved readings, articles, and chapters of various books are listed from page 4 to 5 in 
this syllabus.  
 


Examinations 
 
Four examinations are required for this course.  The midterm examination is 20 percent each and 
the final examination is 25 percent of your total grade.  The midterm examination will be held on 
February 15, March 21, and April 13 during the class.  The final examination will follow the 
University schedule (http://www.registrar.sdes.ucf.edu/calendar/exam/).  The details on 
examinations will be discussed during the class.  Without instructor’s prior permission to a 
specific student, there will be no make-up examinations. 
 


Assignment/Quiz 
 
Homework assignments for information/data gathering or quizzes will be given during classes. 
Five percent of the total grade is assigned for the miscellaneous assignments.  
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Attendance 
 


Students in this course are required to be present in the class.  In each class, participants have to 
follow the readings to contribute group discussion and debates as well as to submit the 
assignments.  Attendance consists of 10 percent of your total grade.  The 10 percent is divided by 
the number of total classes during the semester, thereby equally weighing each class.  If a student 
has to be absent a class, it is the person’s responsibility to provide an appropriate (official) 
document.  Without official documents, the absence will be deducted from your grade. 
 


FINAL GRADE 
 
In sum, your grade will be determined by: 


midterm exams 60% (each 20%), 
final exam 25%, 
attendance 10%, 
quiz and assignment 5% 


 
100-90 A; 89-80 B; 79-70 C; 69-60 D; lower than 60 F 


 
 


FINANCIAL AID 
 
All faculty are required to document students’ academic activity at the beginning of each course. 
In order to document that you began this course, please complete the following academic activity 
by the end of the first week of classes or as soon as possible after adding the course. Failure to do 
so may result in a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid. 
 
(These activities must be completed by students: study for quiz and follow the readings based on 
our schedule on this syllabus.) 
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POLICIES 
 


 Follow the Golden Rule. 
 Any disruptive and disrespectful behavior to me and to other participants will result in an F or 


administrative withdrawal. Be professional, courteous and sensitive to the rights of others. 
 Raise your hand and ask to be recognized.  Do not interrupt. 
 Late submissions are discouraged. Assignments submitted after the due date will be penalized 


by a deduction of one letter grade, and the deduction is cumulated by each class day. No work 
will be accepted more than a week after the deadline. 


 Plagiarism, the purposeful or accidental use of source material by other writers without giving 
appropriate credit, is a crime! If any indication of plagiarism is shown in a participant’s 
assignment, the participant will receive an F for the assignment. 


 No extra credit assignments will be permitted. 
 Do not miss quizzes and exams. Without instructor’s prior permission to a specific student 


and without official documents, there will be no make-up examinations. 
 You will not be permitted to take the exam if you arrive more than fifteen minutes after the 


beginning of an exam or after the first student has finished. 
 Do not miss documentaries. I do not lend documentaries to a student. 
 Homework assignment or paper as a form of e-mail attachment is not accepted. 
 Homework, if it is given, should be type-written and stapled. 
 Do not be late for class. If you are late, it is your responsibility to inform me at the end of the 


class. Otherwise, it will be regarded as absence. 
 If you need to leave earlier, inform me at the beginning of the class. Otherwise, it can be 


regarded as absence. 
 Tape recording and videotaping are NOT allowed without instructor’s permission in advance. 
 Turn off your cell phone and other electronic devices (including headsets and i-pod). You are 


NOT allowed to answer your phone calls or to send text messages during the class meeting 
time. 


 Laptop computer is not allowed. 
 I often communicate via e-mail, e.g., changes of schedule, announcement, etc. Thus, pay 


attention to the e-mail messages from me. It is your responsibility to manage your e-mail 
account. 


 Students who add this class later have a full responsibility to catch up with materials and 
announcement that they missed.  


 An individual who is not enrolled in this course is not allowed to be in the classroom during 
the class time. 


 The instructor reserves the right to adjust the syllabus in the course of the semester/session. 
 
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all 
persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students who 
need accommodations must be registered with Student Disability Services, Ferrell Commons Room 
185, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting 
accommodations from the professor (Please notify me no later than the end of the first week of class 
concerning any academic accommodations you will need). 
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TENTATIVE SCHEDULE 
 


Day 1 (January 11). Introduction 
Introduction to the course.  Review Syllabus. 
 
Days 2 and 3 (January 13, 15). Basics of Politics and Political Science 
Reading: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 1 “Introduction” (pp. 2-6) 
 
Days 4 and 5 (January 20, 22). Analyzing Politics, Comparative Methods 
Readings: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 1 “Introduction” (pp. 6-12) 
Choose one from the following 
 Hoover, Kenneth, and Todd Donovan. The Elements of Social Scientific Thinking. 11th 


Edition. Boston: Wadsworth/Cengage Learning, 2013. (Ch. 2 “The Elements of Science,” 
pp. 12-39). 


 King, Gary, Robert R. Keohane, and Sidney Verba.  Designing Social Inquiry: Scientific 
Inference in Qualitative Research.  Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1994.  Ch. 
1 “The Science in Social Science” (pp. 3-33). 


 
Days 6 and 7 (January 25, 27). Development of Comparative Politics    
Reading: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 1 “Introduction” (pp. 12-29) 
 
Days 8 and 9 (January 29, February 1). Development of State 
Reading: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 2 “States” (pp. 31-45) 
 
Days 10 and 11 (February 3, 5). State Power 
Reading: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 2 “States” (pp. 46-61) 
 
Days 12, 13, and 14 (February 8, 10, 12). Nations, Society, Ideology 
Reading: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 3 “Nations and Society” (pp. 63-97) 
 
Day 15 (February 15). Examination I 
 
Days 16 and 17 (February 17, 19). Political Economy 
Reading: 
 O’Neil, Ch. 4, “Political Economy” (pp. 99-135) 
 
Days 18 and 19 (February 22, 24). Democratic Governance 
Reading: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 5 “Democratic Regimes” (pp. 137-148) 
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Days 20, 21, and 22 (February 26, 29, March 2). Elections 
Reading: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 5 “Democratic Regimes” (pp. 148-173) 
 
Days 23, 24, and 25 (March 4, 14, 16). Political Parties and Constitutional Design 
Reading: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 5 “Democratic Regimes” (pp. 148-159) 
 
Days 26 and 28 (March 18, 23). Nondemocracies 
Reading: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 6 “Nondemocratic Regimes” (pp. 175-205) 
 
Day 27 (March 21). Examination II 
 
Days 29, 30, and 31 (March 25, 28, 30). Communism 
Reading: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 9 “Communism and Postcommunism” (pp. 271-299) 
 
Days 32 and 33 (April 1, 4). Postcommunism 
Reading: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 9 “Communism and Postcommunism” (pp. 299-307) 
 
Days 34 and 35 (April 6, 8). Imperialism, Post Imperialism, Democratization 
Reading: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 10 “Developing Countries” (pp. 309-341) 
 
Day 36 (April 11). Globalization 
Reading: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 11 “Globalization” (pp. 343-371) 
 
Day 37 (April 13). Examination III 
 
Days 38 and 39 (April 15, 18). Globalization 
Reading: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 11 “Globalization” (pp. 343-371) 
 
Days 40, 41, and 42 (April 20, 22, 25). Political Violence 
Reading: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 7 “Political Violence” (pp. 207-237) 
 
Day 43 (May 4, 10:00-12:50pm). Final Examination 
Good luck! 

























POS 4206: Political Psychology 


Syllabus 


Instructor Contact 


 


Professor  Mark Schafer 


Office  314 Howard Phillips Hall 


Office Hours Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays 1:30 to 3:00 pm 


Phone  (407) 823-3328 


E-mail  mark.schafer@ucf.edu 


 


Course Information 


 


Course Name  Political Psychology 


Course ID & Section POS 4206-1 


Credit Hours  3 


Semester/Year  Spring 2016 


Location PSY 106 


 


Course Description 


 


UCF Catalog Description:   


 


The psychological analysis of political behavior, with emphasis on the individual rather than the 


political system; includes political attitudes and communication, leadership, and personality 


influences on politics. 


 


Course Overview:   
 


It seems that whenever we talk about international relations (IR) and global politics we 


include intuitive applications of political psychology.  We talk about such things as Hitler’s 


madness, Stalin’s paranoia, Hussein’s control orientation, the hatred between Israelis and 


Palestinians, the single-mindedness of President Bush’s decision-making group.  All of these are 


examples of times when we think psychology mattered in the making foreign policy decisions.  


And yet the field of political psychology, as an academic discipline, is fairly young.  Only for the 


last 30 years or so has the field developed and taken on the markings of a young science.  Why is 


that the case?  Applying psychological concepts to international politics faces many theoretical 







and empirical challenges that have made progress in the field difficult.  How do we define 


“madness”?  How does one measure an enemy image and its effects on policy?  How can we 


study the group decision making process that takes place behind closed doors in an 


administration?   


 In fact, some of the main fields in IR, such as realism, neorealism and rational-actor 


models, have largely ignored psychological variables altogether and have focused instead on the 


more parsimonious explanations that look at such things as power and interests.  But these 


models seem shortsighted because they leave out the effects of individuals, small groups, and the 


beliefs and feelings of the masses.  Can we really believe a model of WWII that does not talk 


about Hitler’s leadership and personality?  Is it irrelevant that the leader of Iraq in 2003 was 


Saddam Hussein and not someone else?  Does not the mass fear in Israel have a causal effect on 


their hard-line policies?  It is indeed the case that the simpler models in IR are more 


parsimonious, but that does not mean they are more accurate and powerful with their 


explanations. 


 So, we are left with some difficulties.  We think intuitively that psychology matters, yet 


our progress in studying it has been slow.  In many ways, that makes the field of political 


psychology extremely exciting.  Because the field is young and wide open, there are many 


different things to study, many different contributions to make in terms of theory and empirical 


research, many different methods that can be developed and used.  The class will be discussion-


oriented and, as with all my classes, I expect, original, critical thinking from my students.  The 


topic is a great one, because it matters so much, and the discussions should be dynamic, because 


the field is so open. 


We will cover psychological concepts at several different levels: individuals and their 


cognitive and personality characteristics; small decision-making groups; and the psychology of 


masses in intergroup conflicts.  In each of these areas there will be theory, lectures, readings, 


class discussions and empirical evidence.     


 


Required Readings 


 
There are three books required for the course (in addition to current events, noted below).  They 


are as follows: 


 


1. Stoessinger, John G.  2010.  Why Nations Go To War (11th Edition; but the 9
th


 and 10
th


 


editions will work as well).  Boston: Wadsworth Publishing. 


 


2. Huddy, Leonie, David O.Sears, and Jack S. Levy (eds).  2013.  Oxford Handbook of Political 


Psychology.  Oxford: Oxford University Press. 


 


3. Doyle, Roddy.  1999.  A Star Called Henry.  New York: Penguin. 


 


4.  International news stories, accessed through yahoo.com. 


 


 


 







Course Objectives 


 
There are two broad sets of objectives for this class.  The first is for you to gain knowledge about 


political psychology and foreign policy decision-making processes in international relations.  


The second objective is for you to further develop your academic skills in several areas: reading, 


writing, speaking, and thinking critically. 


 


Course Requirements 


 


Midterm 30% 


Term Paper 35% 


Final Exam 35% 


 


The two exams will be a mixture of essay and multiple choice questions. 


 


The research paper will be a political psychology topic of your own choosing with my 


approval.  The most common topic will be a psycho-biography of a prominent global leader.  I 


am certainly open to other ideas (and am particularly impressed if someone undertakes a 


quantitative/statistical project). The length of the paper should be about 10 pages (approximate 


word count: 3250), double-spaced, normal fonts and margins; include page numbers, final word 


count, citations, and complete, formal bibliography. 


 


You may also receive an additional bonus to your overall grade, up to 5%, based on your 


participation in class discussions (see note below). 


 


Class discussion is a central component of this class. Students should come to class prepared 


to discuss the assigned readings and current international events. Class participation can take 


several forms such as commenting on a topic or asking or answering a question. Based on 


participation in class discussions, you may earn up to 5% bonus added to your final score in the 


course.  Here’s the system I use to keep track of class participation: any time you contribute to 


class discussion, write down a brief version of what you said on a piece of paper with your name 


on it and turn it in to me after class. That allows me to keep track of how often everyone 


participates in class.  I may also occasionally give pop quizzes or in-class assignments that will 


count toward your participation bonus, but the majority of the bonus will come from actually 


participating in class discussion. 


 


Grading Scale 


 


90% or Higher A 


80% to 89.99% B 


70% to 79.99% C 


60% to 69.99% D 


Below 60% F 







 


Course Calendar 


 
Week of January 11: Read Preface in Why Nations Go To War, and Chapter 1 in Political 


Psychology. 


 


Week of January 20: Read Chapters 1 and 2 in Why Nations Go To War, and Part I in A Star 


Called Henry. 


 


Week of January 25: Read Chapters 3 and 4 in Why Nations Go To War. 


 


Week of February 1: Read Chapters 5, 7, and 8 in Why Nations Go To War. 


 


Week of February 8: Read Chapters 9 and 10 in Why Nations Go To War. 


 


Week of February 15: read Part II in A Star Called Henry; review and prepare for Midterm 


exam.   


 


**Midterm: Friday, February 19** 
 


Week of February 22: Read Chapter 3 in Political Psychology. 


 


Week of February 29: Read Chapter 14 in Political Psychology. 


 


Weeks of March 14 and March 21:  Read Chapter 19 in Political Psychology. Additional lectures 


on personality. 


 


Week of March 28: Reach Chapter 17 in Political Psychology. Additional lectures on cognition. 


 


Week of April 4: Read Chapter 10 in Political Psychology. Read Part III in A Star Called Henry.  


 


Week of April 11 and 18: Read Chapter 16 in Political Psychology and finish reading A Star 


Called Henry; review and prepare for Final exam. 


 


**Research Paper Due Friday April 15** 


 


 


**Final Exam: Friday April 29, 7:00 to 9:00** 
 


Policies 


 
I welcome and encourage questions, comments and discussion either in or out of the classroom.  


I love teaching and I love what I teach, so remember my door is open! 


 







Any papers or assignments must be turned in on or before the due date. Emailed papers will not 


be accepted unless previously arranged with me due to dire circumstances. Exams and quizzes 


may not be rescheduled or postponed. Exceptions will be allowed only under extreme, 


documented circumstances.  Under such circumstances, you are required to notify me (or, if I am 


unavailable, the Department of Political Science) prior to the date or as soon as possible if prior 


notice is impossible. 


 


Late papers are generally not accepted.  If I accept a late paper because of circumstances, I will 


deduct 10% from the paper grade for every day it is late, up to a maximum of 75% deduction. 


 


I cannot respond to grade inquiries by email. 


 


Cell phones, pagers, and other such things that might go off and make noise are not permitted in 


class. 


 


As reflected in the UCF Creed, integrity and scholarship are core values that should guide our 


conduct and decisions as members of the UCF community. Plagiarism and cheating contradict 


these values, and so are very serious academic offenses. Penalties can include a failing grade in 


an assignment or in the course, or suspension or expulsion from the university.  All work you 


submit must be your own scholarly and creative effort.  UCF’s Golden Rule defines plagiarism 


as follows: “whereby another’s work is used or appropriated without any indication of the 


source, thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s own.”    


 


An electronic version of your research paper must be submitted the same day as the hard copy; 


this is for the purpose of a plagiarism check.  Also, to check for authorship and originality, all 


students must be prepared to orally defend their research papers, including their research 


strategies and all source material.   


 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all 


persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students 


who need accommodations must be registered with Student Disability Services, Ferrell 


Commons Room 185, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before 


requesting accommodations from the professor. 


 


Third parties may be selling class notes and other materials from this class without my 


authorization. Please be aware that such class materials may contain errors, which could affect 


your performance or grade. Use these materials at your own risk. 








 HONORS POLITICS OF THE MIDDLE EAST. CPO 3403H. UNIVERSITY OF 
CENTRAL FLORIDA. 3:00 P.M. TO 4:15 P.M. TUESDAYS AND THURSDAYS.  
BHC 128. SPRING 2016. 
 
PROF. JOHN C. BERSIA 
John.Bersia@ucf.edu 
Global Perspectives Office 
Howard Phillips Hall 202 
Office hours: By appointment, 407-823-0688 
Class Facilitator: Shannon Payne, Shannon.Payne@ucf.edu  
 
INTRODUCTION 


The Middle East is a broad region that eludes precise definition. For academic purposes, 
however, it is generally defined as the Arab countries in Africa and Asia, Israel, and the non-
Arab countries of Iran and Turkey. Some academic definitions also include Afghanistan, the 
Central Asian republics and Pakistan. The Middle East has witnessed significant change – most 
recently, the “Arab Spring” phenomenon – conflict and centrality in global affairs since the end 
of World War II. This course provides an intensive examination of the political, economic, 
security and social currents in the Middle East during the post-war period, including the Islamic 
setting that characterizes most of the countries. Its purpose is to acquaint students with the 
dynamics of Middle Eastern politics and culture, with an emphasis on both regional and 
international dimensions. 


TEXTBOOKS & RESOURCES 
 
No texts are required for the course. Instead, multiple handouts are distributed in class, typically 
one in each session. Responsibility falls to students to receive and review this material.  
 
Students are also directed to use multiple websites, such as http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/bgn/  
(U.S. Department of State Background Notes/Country Fact Sheets) and 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-12813859 (BBC analysis). Finally, students are 
asked to read a general, internationally oriented news source on a regular basis, for example, 
http://global.nytimes.com/ (International New York Times) or http://news.google.com/ (Google 
News - World). 


 
In addition, students should visit www.ucfglobalperspectives.org for information about related 
co-curricular activities at UCF and in the community.  
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS 


This is not a traditional course with formal lectures. Rather, it features a combination of informal 
lectures, simulations and group presentations, with an emphasis on interactive learning. Lecture 
material – including talks by guest speakers, both in class and elsewhere on campus at the 
scheduled class time – often is not found in reading assignments. A research project consisting of 
a 10-page paper and a 10-minute class presentation is assigned to each student the first week of 
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class. Each student should focus on a different country or issue related to a single country for the 
project, which is worth 25% of the final grade. Class presentations start in mid-February. The 
paper is due no later than April 26, 2016. There is also a mid-term exam with twelve (12) 
questions, from which students answer ten (10), that is worth 30% of the final grade. Finally, 
there is a class project that takes the form of a model Middle East peace conference (see section 
at end of syllabus) that will serve as the final exam (35% of the final grade). Class attendance 
and participation are required (10% of the final grade). The grading system of A (90-100), B (80-
89), C (70-79), etc., is used in class, with pluses and minuses given. 


SCHEDULE AND READINGS (subject to change) 
 
Jan. 11 – Classes begin (university-wide). 
 
Jan. 12 – First day this class meets. Overview, discussion/assignment of research projects and 
organization of groups.  
 
Jan. 14 – Introduction to the modern Middle East. Handout. 
 
Jan. 19 – Special presentation by Amy Hawthorne, Deputy Director of Research, Project on 
Middle East Democracy. In class. 
 
Jan. 21 – Political development and institutions, including the “Arab Spring.” All individual 
research paper topics should be confirmed by this date. Handouts. 


Jan. 26 – Political development and institutions in the Middle East, continued.  


Jan. 28 – Religion in the Middle East. Handouts. 


Feb. 2 – Special presentation by Imam Muhammad Musri, with a focus on Islam. In class. 
Handout. 


Feb. 4 – Arab-Israeli conflicts: the establishment of Israel and the early wars. First progress 
reports due. Handouts. 


Feb. 9 – Special presentation by Kim Barker, author of The Taliban Shuffle. In class. 


Feb. 11 – Arab-Israeli conflicts, continued: the definitive wars, 1967 and 1973. Handouts. 


Feb. 16 – Arab-Israeli conflicts, continued: contemporary strife. Three research presentations.  


Feb. 18 – Human Trafficking Awareness Forum. Garden Key, Student Union. Required. 


Feb. 23 – Mid-term exam. 







Feb. 25 – Florida International Summit 2015, with a focus on global citizenship, literary and 
education. UCF Student Union, Pegasus Ballroom, 8:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Partial attendance 
required instead of class, as specified.  


Mar. 1 – The challenge of Iraq and Iran. Second progress reports due. Three research paper 
presentations. Handouts. 


Mar. 3 – The challenge of Iraq and Iran, continued. Three research paper presentations. 


Mar. 7 – Spring break. 


Mar. 10 – Spring break. 


Mar. 15 – The rise of the Kurds. Three research paper presentations. Handouts. 


Mar. 17 – The rise of the Kurds, continued. Three research paper presentations. 


Mar. 22 – Terrorism/extremism in the Middle East. Any remaining research paper presentations. 
Handout. 


Mar. 24 – The United States and the Middle East. Handout.  


Mar. 29 – The U.S. and the Middle East, continued. 


Mar. 31 – Russia and the Middle East. Handout.  


Apr. 5 – Russia and the Middle East, continued.   


Apr. 7 – Europe and the Middle East. Handout. 


Apr. 12 – China and the Middle East. Handout. 


Apr. 14 – Saudi Arabia and the other Gulf states. Handout. 


Apr. 19 – Afghanistan. Handout. 


Apr. 21 – Pakistan. Handout. Position papers due and one-page summaries distributed to other 
groups. 


Apr. 26 – Remaining issues. Last day of this class. Classes end (university-wide). Research 
papers due. Review for Model Middle East Peace Conference.  


Apr. 28 – Final Exam Day. Model Middle East Peace Conference, 1:00 p.m. to 3:50 p.m. 


 







Class Project: Model Middle East Peace Conference. UCF. Spring 2016. 


1) Jan. 14 – team formation. Students will select one of the following: 


Israel, Palestinian Authority, United States, Syria, Lebanon 


Teams meet informally during the first 5-10 minutes of each class; this is a standing 
assignment. The first meeting sets out a basic strategy. Research duties are also assigned. 
The goal is to represent as closely as possible the official policies and positions of the 
country/group being modeled. The final product, a 10-15 page group position paper, 
includes the assigned country/group’s approaches to the overall peace process 
(recognition of Israel, Palestinian status, land for peace, refugees, Jerusalem, etc.); 
multilateral issues such as arms control, economic development and resources; and 
bilateral issues (Israel-Syria, etc.). 


2) Feb. 4 – first progress reports due. 
3) Mar. 3 – second progress reports due. 
4) Apr. 21 – 10-15 page position papers due; 1-page summaries of these position papers 


should be given to each other group. 
5) Apr. 28 – Model Middle East peace conference. 


 








Jump to To


Course Syllabus


This webcourses@ucf (mailto:webcourses@ucf) site supports the traditional POS 3703 Scope and Methods of Political Science cours
taught by Dr. Barry Edwards.  Students can use this site to keep track of assignment due dates, access online study material, submit
assignments, read course-related announcements, and keep track of their grades.


Instructor Contact


Instructor: Barry Edwards, J.D., Ph.D. (About Me
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1132309/pages/about-me) )
Office: Howard Phillips Hall 305B (Where's This?
(http://map.ucf.edu/locations/14/howard-phillips-hall-hph/) )
Office Hours: Mon. 1-4 pm, Wed. 1-4 pm, Fri. 1-3 pm
Phone: 407-823-2608
E-mail: barry.edwards@ucf.edu


Course Information


Name: Scope & Methods of Political Science
Course ID & Section: POS 3703-0001
Credit Hours: 3
Semester/Year: Spring 2016
Class Times: M W F, 10:30 - 11:20 am
Class Location: HPH 310 (Where's This? (http://map.ucf.edu


/locations/14/howard-phillips-hall-hph/) )


Course Description


In this course you will learn the elements of social scientific thinking—how to describe variables and measure complex concepts, how 
create explanations, how to construct and test hypotheses, how to think analytically, and how to control for rival explanations of politica
phenomena. You also will learn how to use R, a free, state-of-the-art data analysis software (available at cran.r-project.org
(http://cran.r-project.org) ). University Course Catalog Description: the scope and methodology of political analysis. Extensive examinat
of the discipline, research design and methodology.


Course Objectives


By the end of the course, you should have a firm understanding of how political scientists conduct research. You should also understan
and be able to apply key methods of political science research. You should leave the class with a library of functional R scripts that you
can use to analyze data in the future.


Required Textbooks and Supplemental Readings


REQUIRED: Pollock, Phillip H. 2016. The Essentials of Political Analysis, 5th Edition. Washington, DC: Congressional Quarterly
Press (hereafter “Essentials”). See Amazon page  (http://www.amazon.com/Essentials-Political-Analysis-Fifth/dp/1506305830


/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1450232718) .


REQUIRED: Pollock, Phillip H. 2014. A R Companion to Political Analysis. Washington, DC: Congressional Quarterly Press (herea
“Companion”).  See Amazon page  (http://www.amazon.com/R-Companion-Political-Analysis-ebook/dp/B00LXFGCSU
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/ref=sr_1_6?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1438715016&sr=1-6) .  Make sure you get the R Companion (rather than the Stata or SPSS
Companion).


RECOMMENDED: There are a number of web sites that offer useful information about statistics and computing. Students may wis
to use these web sites as necessary to supplemental class material. For example, we may only briefly review some mathematical
concepts. If a concept is not familiar to you or you want to study it in more detail, I would encourage you to take advantage of
supplemental resources.


SUPPLEMENTAL READINGS: Additional readings will be announced and/or distributed in class.


Course Requirements


 Your final grade is based on following components:


Class Participation and Attendance (10%) – Attendance at class lab sessions is required so that you are available to help others
and participate in their learning. Text messaging or surfing the web during class is not appropriate. Do not use your smart phone in
class except in cases of emergency.


1. 


Lab Assignments (40%) – There will be twelve assignments over the course of the semester. These are problem sets that require
you to apply the course material and write R code. The assignments will be available online as we begin new course modules and
we'll use our lab sessions to work on assignments. You'll upload your completed assignments (including R code script) to our
webcourses@ucf site.  Your lowest assignment score will be dropped.


2. 


Online Quizzes and Review Exercises (20%) - To reinforce your understanding of lecture topics, you will complete a number of
online quizzes and review exercises.  Your lowest module review exercise score will be dropped.  Your lowest assignment score wi
be dropped.


3. 


Small Group Discussions (15%) - Each student will be assigned to a small group of 5-6 students.  In your small groups, you'll
discuss some issues in political science research and will also help one another with your original research projects. 


4. 


Final Exam (15%) – The final examination is cumulative and will require students to apply their understanding of the subject matte
a constructive manner.  Students can expect a mix of multiple choice, short answer, and essay questions. 


5. 


Missed Assignments/Make-Ups/Extra Credit


Make-ups for in-class writing, quizzes, the midterm, or the final exam will only be allowed for official University activities or personal
emergencies.  Written documentation is required.  Make-up assessments may be different.  There is no extra credit available.


Late Work


Completing all your work by the specified dues dates is important to your success in this class.  Late work will be penalized.  Your scor
on late work will be reduced 10% per day late.  For example, if receive a score of 9 our of 10 on an assignment two days after it was d
your score will be reduced 20%, so you will receive a 7.2 out of 10 on that assignment .  You will receive no credit for work completed t
or more days after its due date. 


Grading Scale


>=93 90-92 87-89 83-86 80-82 77-79 73-76 70-72 67-69 63-66 60-62 <=59


A A- B+ B B- C+ C C- D+ D D- F


 


Final course grades will be rounded to the nearest integer.  For example, a 89.5% rounds to 90% and translates to an A- letter grade. 
Any missing assignments are treated as 0 scores for the purposes of calculating final course grades.
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Email, Announcements, and WebCourses Messages


I may occasionally email, webcourses announcements, and/or webcourses messages to communicate with students about this class. 
check my email regularly during weekdays and occasionally during the weekend. Students may expect an email reply by the next
business day and encouraged to follow-up with me if I do not reply by the next business day.


Grades of "Incomplete"


Incomplete grades are given only in situations where unexpected emergencies prevent a student from completing the course and the
remaining work can be completed the next semester. Your instructor is the final authority on whether you qualify for an incomplete.


Group Work Policy


You are welcome to discuss course material with other students, but you are responsible for your own work. 


Professionalism Policy


Per university policy and classroom etiquette; mobile phones, iPods, etc. must be silenced during all classroom and lab lectures. Tho
not heeding this rule will be asked to leave the classroom/lab immediately so as to not disrupt the learning environment. Please arrive 
time for all class meetings. Students who habitually disturb the class by talking, arriving late, etc., and have been warned may suffer a
reduction in their final class grade.


Academic Honesty


Plagiarism and cheating of any kind on an examination, quiz, or assignment will result at least in an "F" for that assignment (and may,
depending on the severity of the case, lead to an "F" for the entire course) and may be subject to appropriate referral to the Office of
Student Conduct (http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/faq#students) for further action. See the UCF Golden Rule
(http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/)  for further information. I will assume for this course that you will adhere to the academic creed of
this University and will maintain the highest standards of academic integrity. In other words, don't cheat by giving answers to others or
taking them from anyone else. I will also adhere to the highest standards of academic integrity, so please do not ask me to change (or
expect me to change) your grade illegitimately or to bend or break rules for one person that will not apply to everyone.


Laptop Usage


I recommend that you take hand written notes on my lecture outlines. Educational research  (http://www.vox.com/2014/6/4/5776804


/note-taking-by-hand-versus-laptop) strongly suggests that taking notes by hand is more effective than taking notes on a laptop.


Classroom Devices


You are welcome to use calculators, tape recorders, other audio & technology devices in this course. However, see policies regarding
attendance, laptops, and professionalism.


University Writing Center


The University Writing Center (UWC) is a free resource for UCF undergraduates and graduates. At the UWC, a trained writing consulta
will work individually with you on anything you're writing (in or out of class), at any point in the writing process from brainstorming to
editing. Appointments are recommended, but not required. For more information or to make an appointment, visit the UWC website
(http://uwc.cah.ucf.edu/) , stop by MOD 608, or call 407.823.2197.


You do not need to come to the UCF campus to receive help from a trained writing tutor.  As a UCF student, you have access to writing
tutors at the UCF Online Writing Center.  You can schedule an online consultation (http://uwc.cah.ucf.edu/schedule-a-consultation/) w
a writing tutor.  You can get the help you need to complete the Final Report of your Civic Engagement Project online at a time convenie
to you!  This service is free to you. 


Disability Statement


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus is
available in alternate formats upon request. Students with disabilities who need accommodations in this course must contact the
professor at the beginning of the semester to discuss needed accommodations. No accommodations will be provided until the student
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Date Details


Mon Jan 11, 2016 Class Orientation Session (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1192854&


include_contexts=course_1167050)


12


UCF Classes Begin (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1192900&


include_contexts=course_1167050)


12


Quiz: About You and Your Interests (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167050/assignments


/4275220)


due


11:30


Syllabus Quiz (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167050/assignments/4275223) due


11:30


Wed Jan 13, 2016 Lecture: Studying Politics Scientifically (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1192875&


include_contexts=course_1167050)


12


Read Essentials, Preface (pp. xii-xv) and Introduction (pp. xvii-xxii) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1192898&include_contexts=course_1167050)


12


Thinking Scientifically Crossword Puzzle (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167050


/assignments/4275250)


due


11:30


Fri Jan 15, 2016 Lab Session: Introduction to R (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1192853&


include_contexts=course_1167050)


12


Evidence of Academic Engagement Quiz (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167050


/assignments/4275222)


due by 5


Submit Lab Assignment #1 (The R Environment) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167050 due


has met with the professor to request accommodations. Students who need accommodations must be registered with Student Disabi
Services (http://www.sds.ucf.edu/) , Ferrell Commons, 7F, Room 185, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116,
before requesting accommodations from the professor.


Religious Observances


Students are expected to notify their instructor in advance if they intend to miss class to observe a holy day of their religious faith (not
already reflected in the normal class schedule). For a current schedule of major religious holidays, see the Faculty Center’s main web
page under “Calendars,” and for additional information, contact the Office of Diversity Initiatives at 407-823-6479.


Copyright


This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, images, text materials, etc. These items are being
used with regard to the Fair Use doctrine in order to enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, download or
distribute these items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for this online classroom environment and your use only. All
copyright materials are credited to the copyright holder.


Third-Party Software and FERPA


During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or software applications sometimes called third-pa
software such as a blog or wiki. While some of these could be required assignments, you need not make any personally identifying
information on a public site. Do not post or provide any private information about yourself or your classmates. Where appropriate you
may use a pseudonym or nickname. Some written assignments posted publicly may require personal reflection/comments, but the
assignments will not require you to disclose any personally identity-sensitive information. If you have any concerns about this, please
contact your instructor.


Financial Aid Requirement


As of Fall, 2014, all faculty are required to document students' academic activity at the beginning of each course.  In order to documen
that you began this course, please complete the Evidence of Academic Engagement Quiz by the end of the first week of classes
or as soon as possible after adding the course.  Failure to do so may result in a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid.
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Date Details


/assignments/4275242) 11:30


Mon Jan 18, 2016 MLK Day, No Classes (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1192905&


include_contexts=course_1167050)


12


Wed Jan 20, 2016 Lecture: Definition and Measurement of Concepts (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1192874&include_contexts=course_1167050)


12


Read Essentials, Chapter 1 (pp. 1 - 23) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1192897&


include_contexts=course_1167050)


12


Definition and Measurement of Concepts Hangman (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1167050/assignments/4298686)


due


11:59


Fri Jan 22, 2016 Lab Session: Working with the Companion Datasets (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1192852&include_contexts=course_1167050)


12


Read Companion, Chapter 1 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1192885&


include_contexts=course_1167050)


12


Submit Lab Assignment #2 (Working with Companion Datasets) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/courses/1167050/assignments/4275243)


due


11:30


Mon Jan 25, 2016 Lecture: Measuring and Describing Variables (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1192865&include_contexts=course_1167050)


12


Read Essentials, Chapter 2 (pp. 24-47) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1192896&


include_contexts=course_1167050)


12


Discussion: The Effect of Negative Campaign Ads (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167050


/assignments/4275229)


due


11:30


Measurement and Descriptive Statistics Hangman (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167050


/assignments/4275235)


due


11:30


Wed Jan 27, 2016 Online Quiz: Measuring and Describing Variables (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167050


/assignments/4289055)


due


11:59


Fri Jan 29, 2016 Lab Session: Working with Variables (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1192873&


include_contexts=course_1167050)


12


Read Companion, Chapter 2 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1192884&


include_contexts=course_1167050)


12


Submit Lab Assignment #3 (Working with Variables) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1167050/assignments/4275244)


due


11:30


Mon Feb 1, 2016 Lecture: Explanations, Hypotheses, and Comparisons (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1192864&include_contexts=course_1167050)


12


Read Essentials, Chapter 3 (pp. 48-77) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1192895&


include_contexts=course_1167050)


12


Discussion: Research on College Student Opinions (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1167050/assignments/4275228)


due


11:30


Wed Feb 3, 2016 Online Quiz: Explanations, Hypotheses, and Comparisons (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1167050/assignments/4289057)


due


11:59


Fri Feb 5, 2016 Lab Session: Creating Figures (for Your Poster Presentations) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1192872&include_contexts=course_1167050)


12


Read Companion, Chapter 3 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1192883&


include_contexts=course_1167050)


12
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Date Details


Mini Course Review Online Quiz (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167050/assignments


/4275224)


due


11:30


Mon Feb 8, 2016 Lecture: Literature Reviews (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1193147&


include_contexts=course_1167050)


12


Research Design & Controlled Comparisons Crossword (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1167050/assignments/4275239)


due


11:30


Wed Feb 10, 2016 Present Lab Assignment #4 in Class on Feb. 10 or Feb. 12th (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/courses/1167050/assignments/4275238)


due


10:30


Fri Feb 12, 2016 Assignment #4 in Class (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167050/assignments/4279841) due by 10:30


Mon Feb 15, 2016 Lecture: Research Design (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1192862&


include_contexts=course_1167050)


12


Read Essentials, Chapter 4 (pp. 78-101) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1192894&


include_contexts=course_1167050)


12


Discussion: Transparency and Research Ethics (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167050


/assignments/4275227)


due


11:30


Wed Feb 17, 2016 Lecture: Research Ethics (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1192863&


include_contexts=course_1167050)


12


Online Quiz: Research Design (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167050/assignments


/4289058)


due


11:59


Fri Feb 19, 2016 Lab Session: Making Comparisons (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1192871&


include_contexts=course_1167050)


12


Read Companion, Chapter 4 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1192881&


include_contexts=course_1167050)


12


Submit Lab Assignment #5 (Making Comparisons) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167050


/assignments/4275245)


due


11:30


Mon Feb 22, 2016 Lecture: Making Controlled Comparisons (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1192861&include_contexts=course_1167050)


12


Read Essentials, Chapter 5 (pp. 102-122) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1192893&include_contexts=course_1167050)


12


Discuss: Controlled Comparisons (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167050/assignments


/4289069)


due


11:59


Wed Feb 24, 2016 Online Quiz: Making Controlled Comparisons (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167050


/assignments/4289059)


due


11:59


Fri Feb 26, 2016 Lab Session: Making Controlled Comparisons (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1192850&include_contexts=course_1167050)


12


Read Companion, Chapter 5 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1192880&


include_contexts=course_1167050)


12


Submit Lab Assignment #6 (Making Controlled Comparisons) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/courses/1167050/assignments/4275246)


due


11:30


Mon Feb 29, 2016 Lecture: Foundations of Inference I (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1192860&


include_contexts=course_1167050)


12


Read Essentials, Chapter 6 (pp. 122-136 only) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1192892&include_contexts=course_1167050)


12
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Date Details


Discussion: Inferential Thinking (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167050/assignments


/4289064)


due


11:59


Wed Mar 2, 2016 Foundations of Inference: True or False? (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167050


/assignments/4275232)


due


11:30


Fri Mar 4, 2016 Lab Session: Samples and Sampling Distributions (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1192870&include_contexts=course_1167050)


12


Submit Lab Assignment #7 (Expected Sampling Distributions) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/courses/1167050/assignments/4275247)


due


11:30


Mon Mar 7, 2016 UCF Spring Break Starts (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1192901&


include_contexts=course_1167050)


12


Mon Mar 14, 2016 Lecture: Foundations of Inference II (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1192859&


include_contexts=course_1167050)


12


Read Essentials, Chapter 6 (pp. 136-155) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1192891&include_contexts=course_1167050)


12


Discussion: Hypothesis Testing (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167050/assignments


/4275226)


due


11:30


Wed Mar 16, 2016 Online Quiz: Calculating Standard Errors (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167050


/assignments/4275221)


due


11:30


Fri Mar 18, 2016 Lab Session: Making Inferences about Sample Means & Sample Proportions


(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1192869&include_contexts=course_1167050)


12


Read Companion, Chapter 6 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1192879&


include_contexts=course_1167050)


12


Submit Lab Assignment #8 (Inferences about Means) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1167050/assignments/4275248)


due


11:30


Mon Mar 21, 2016 Lecture: Tests of Significance and Measures of Association (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1192858&include_contexts=course_1167050)


12


Read Essentials, Chapter 7 (pp. 156-182) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1192890&include_contexts=course_1167050)


12


Discussion: Testing a Difference of Proportions Between Two Groups


(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167050/assignments/4289065)


due


11:59


Wed Mar 23, 2016 UCF Withdrawal Deadline (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1192902&


include_contexts=course_1167050)


12


Online Quiz: Tests of Significance and Measures of Association (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/courses/1167050/assignments/4289060)


due


11:59


Fri Mar 25, 2016 Lab Session: Tests of Significance, Chi-Square & Measures of Association


(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1192868&include_contexts=course_1167050)


12


Read Companion, Chapter 7 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1192878&


include_contexts=course_1167050)


12


Submit Lab Assignment #9 (Inferences About Proportions and Chi-Squared Test)


(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167050/assignments/4275249)


due


11:30


Mon Mar 28, 2016 Lecture: Correlation and Bivariate Regression (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1192857&include_contexts=course_1167050)


12


Read Essentials, Chapter 8 (pp. 183-201 only) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1192889&include_contexts=course_1167050)


12
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Date Details


Discusion: Linear Regression Analysis (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167050


/assignments/4289067)


due


11:59


Wed Mar 30, 2016 Label Parts of Bivariate Regression Model (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167050


/assignments/4275234)


due


11:30


Fri Apr 1, 2016 Lab Session:Correlation and Bivariate Regression (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1192867&include_contexts=course_1167050)


12


Read Companion, Chapter 8 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1192877&


include_contexts=course_1167050)


12


Submit Lab Assignment #10 (Correlation and Bivariate Regression)


(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167050/assignments/4275240)


due


11:30


Mon Apr 4, 2016 Lecture: Multiple Regression Analysis (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1192856&


include_contexts=course_1167050)


12


Read Essentials, Chapter 8 (pp. 201-214) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1192888&include_contexts=course_1167050)


12


Discussion: Interpreting Regression Results (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167050


/assignments/4289068)


due


11:59


Wed Apr 6, 2016 Online Quiz: Correlation and Linear Regression Analysis (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1167050/assignments/4289063)


due


11:59


Fri Apr 8, 2016 Lab Session: Multiple Regression Analysis (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1192866&include_contexts=course_1167050)


12


Read Companion, Chapter 9 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1192876&


include_contexts=course_1167050)


12


Submit Lab Assignment #11 (Multiple Regression Analysis) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/courses/1167050/assignments/4275241)


due


11:30


Mon Apr 11, 2016 Lecture: Building, Estimating, and Interpreting Regression Models (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1192855&include_contexts=course_1167050)


12


Read Essentials, Chapter 10 (pp. 244-247) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1192887&include_contexts=course_1167050)


12


Discussion: Ideas for Orginal Research Paper (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167050


/assignments/4275225)


due


11:30


Wed Apr 13, 2016 Jeopardy Game (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167050/assignments/4275233) due by 11:30


Fri Apr 15, 2016 Lab Session: Designing Research Using Linear Regression Analysis


(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1192849&include_contexts=course_1167050)


12


Read Companion, Chapter 11 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1192847&


include_contexts=course_1167050)


12


Online Quiz: Interpreting Multiple Regression Results (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1167050/assignments/4298899)


due


11:59


Mon Apr 18, 2016 Lab Session: Figures for Multiple Regression Results (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1193150&include_contexts=course_1167050)


12


Multiple Regression Analysis Crossword Puzzle (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167050


/assignments/4275236)


due


11:30


Wed Apr 20, 2016 Present Lab Assignment #12 in Class (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1193151&


include_contexts=course_1167050)


12


8 of 9







Date Details


Fri Apr 22, 2016 Present Lab Assignment #12 in Class on Tues., Dec. 1st (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1167050/assignments/4275237)


due


10:30


Finalize Participation Grade (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167050/assignments/4275231) due by 12


Mon Apr 25, 2016 Final Exam Review Session (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1193149&


include_contexts=course_1167050)


12


Tue Apr 26, 2016 UCF Classes End (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1192903&


include_contexts=course_1167050)


12


Mon May 2, 2016 Final Exam in Class, Monday, May 2nd, 10 am - 12:50 pm (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1167050/assignments/4275230)


due


10


Mon May 9, 2016 Grades Due to UCF (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1192904&


include_contexts=course_1167050)


12
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UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL FLORIDA 
Political Theory 3302 


Modern Political Ideologies 
SPRING 2016 


 
 
Dr. Paul A. Labedz     
Telephone: (407) 582-2227    
Email: Paul.Labedz@ucf.edu 
Office hours: TBA    
         
             
      
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
A study of modern ideologies since the French Revolution including (but not limited to) 
liberalism, conservatism, nationalism, fascism and anarchism. 
 
READINGS 
 
The following texts are assigned for this course and are available for purchase at the University 
of Central Florida bookstore.  
 
Baradat, Leon P. Political Ideologies: Their Origins and Impact (Upper Saddle River, NJ: 
Pearson Prentice Hall, 2012) 11th edition. ISBN-10: 0205082386, ISBN-13: 978-0205082384 
 
Festenstein, Matthew and Kenny, Michael, eds., Political Ideologies: A Reader and Guide (New 
York, NY: Oxford University Press, 2005) ISBN-10: 0199248370, ISBN-13: 978-0199248377 
 
 
COURSE ASSIGNMENTS 
 
• Two (2) exams      (50 points each) 
   
• 4-6-page Current Affairs Analysis   (50 points) 


Due in class, 26 APRIL 2016  
 


• Class participation      (10 points) 
 
EXAMINATIONS 
 
Two (2) essay-style examinations will be given throughout the semester. The exams will contain 
comparative essay questions and/or textual analysis questions. The first exam will cover reading 
and lecture material from topics 1-2; the second exam will cover reading and lecture material 
from topics 3-7. Each exam is worth a maximum of 50 points. 
 



mailto:Paul.Labedz@ucf.edu





CURRENT AFFAIRS ANALYSIS 
 
Students will select a contemporary issue of political salience and explain how two different 
ideological approaches would analyze and describe this issue. The instructor will provide a list of 
topics that students can use to complete the assignment. Students will be allowed to select an 
alternative topic not found on the list of topics, but this will be contingent upon permission being 
granted by the instructor.  A student’s response must be between 4-6 pages, double-spaced. This 
assignment is worth a maximum of 50 points and is due on the last day that our class meets. 
 
GRADING 


The overall grade for the course will be based on the student’s performance on each of the above 
assignments. The maximum number of points a student can acquire is 160.  


The grading scale is based on the following point distributions: 144-160=A, 128-143=B, 112-
142=C, 96-111=D, 0-95= F.  


Grades will not be based on a curve and will reflect the quality of the work submitted.  


No extra credit opportunities will be available for this course. 


 
 
CLASSROOM POLICIES 
 
ATTENDANCE:  
 
Attendance is mandatory. There will be only four EXCUSED absences allowed over the course 
of the semester. Any unexcused absences will result in five points being deducted from your 
final course grade for each absence.  Attendance will be taken at the start of each class period 
and after the break during each class; therefore, it is important that you arrive to class on time. 
Should you happen to arrive late for a particular session, be sure to sign the roster after class so 
that you are not marked as absent from class. 
 
As of Fall 2014, all faculty members are required to document students' academic activity at the 
beginning of each course. In order to document that you began this course, please complete the 
following academic activity by the end of the first week of classes. Failure to do so will result in 
a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid.  
 
The assigned activity for this course requires students to access UCF webcourses and complete 
the assignment labeled “Student Data Sheet.” The completed data sheet must be submitted to the 
instructor via UCF webcourses prior to the deadline of 15 JAN 2016.  
 
MAKE-UP EXAMS: 
 
All students will be expected to take each of the examinations on the scheduled dates. In the 
event that a student has an excused absence on the date of the exams, he/she will have to take a 







make-up examination on a date and at a location selected by the instructor. Failure to take the 
make-up exam on the rescheduled date will result in a score of 0 for the examination. 
 
ACADEMIC HONESTY: 
 
All forms of academic dishonesty are prohibited at the University of Central Florida.  Academic 
dishonesty in any portion of your coursework (such as plagiarism on the paper or cheating on an 
examination) will result, at the very least, in your being assigned a failing grade for the course. If 
you’re uncertain as to what constitutes cheating or plagiarism or if you have any other concerns 
related to academic dishonesty, be sure to discuss the matter with the instructor. “Better safe than 
sorry” is good advice in matters involving academic integrity. 
 
EXPECTED STUDENT CONDUCT: 
 
The University of Central Florida (UCF) is dedicated not only to the advancement of knowledge 
and learning but is concerned with the development of responsible personal and social conduct.  
By enrolling at UCF, a student assumes the responsibility for becoming familiar with and 
abiding by the general rules of conduct.  The primary responsibility for managing the classroom 
environment rests with the faculty.  Students who engage in any prohibited or unlawful acts that 
result in disruption of a class may be directed by the faculty member to leave the class.   
Violation of any classroom or university rules may lead to disciplinary action up to and including 
expulsion from UCF.   Disciplinary action could include being withdrawn from class, disciplinary 
warning, probation, suspension, expulsion, or other appropriate and authorized actions.   
 
COURSE OBJECTIVE & FORMAT: 
 
The purpose of this course is to familiarize students with the variety of political ideologies that 
have arisen in the Western world since the late 17th century. The course will thus be organized 
around this diversity, which is meant to provide students with the tools necessary to understand 
the application of these ideologies, both historically and in the contemporary world. 
 
In general, the class will be conducted as a mixture of lecture and discussion and will provide the 
student with a forum to raise any questions he/she may have concerning the material covered in 
lectures and in the assigned readings. 
 
COURSE OUTLINE 
 
Here is a week-by-week list of topics, examination dates, and associated readings.   
 
DISCLAIMER: The schedule is subject to change if certain topics prove to require more or less 
time. 
 
 
Topic 1: Introduction to Political Ideology: A framework for analysis. 
 







Readings: Baradat (Hereafter: Text): Chapter 1-2; Festenstein & Kenny (Hereafter: Reader): 
pp. 1-13, 17-20, 27-32, 39-44 
 
 
Topic 2: Liberalism 
 
Readings: Text, Chapters 4-6; Reader: pp. 51-65, 72-90, 99-102 
 
 
MID-TERM EXAM:  1 MARCH 2016 
 
 
Topic 3: Conservatism 
 
Readings:  Text, 96-99; Reader: pp. 119-131, 150-168, 172-175 
 
 
Topic 4: Socialism 
 
Readings: Text, Chapters: 8-9; Reader: pp. 175-218, 223-229, 233-246  
 
 
Topic 5: Nationalism & Fascism 
 
Readings: Text, Chapters 3 & 10; Reader: pp. 257-265, 271-274, 276-279, 381-390, 394-398 
 
 
Topic 6: Anarchism 
 
Readings: Text, Chapter 7; Reader: pp. 353-369, 375-381 
 
 
Topic 7: Feminism and Environmentalism 
 
Readings:  Text, Chapter 12; Reader: Chapters 6-7 
 
 
FINAL EXAM: TUESDAY, 3 MAY 2016 from 7-9:50PM  
 
 
I hope you enjoy the class and feel free to contact me if you have any questions. 
 
SPECIAL RULES: 
 







In accordance with state and federal law, instructors at the University of Central Florida cannot 
release information relating to the academic performance of students to persons other than the 
staff without the student’s written consent. In order for this information to be given out at request 
of a third party, the student must first sign a consent form to release their educational records.  
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Jump to To


Course Syllabus


This webcourses@ucf (mailto:webcourses@ucf) site supports the traditional POS 3703 Scope and Methods of Political Science cours
taught by Dr. Barry Edwards.  Students can use this site to keep track of assignment due dates, access online study material, submit
assignments, read course-related announcements, and keep track of their grades.


Instructor Contact


Instructor: Barry Edwards, J.D., Ph.D. (About Me
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1132309/pages/about-me) )
Office: Howard Phillips Hall 305B (Where's This?
(http://map.ucf.edu/locations/14/howard-phillips-hall-hph/) )
Office Hours: Mon. 1-4 pm, Wed. 1-4 pm, Fri. 1-3 pm
Phone: 407-823-2608
E-mail: barry.edwards@ucf.edu


Course Information


Name: Scope & Methods of Political Science
Course ID & Section: POS 3703-0007
Credit Hours: 3
Semester/Year: Spring 2016
Class Times: M W F, 11:30 - 12:20 am
Class Location: HPH 310 (Where's This? (http://map.ucf.edu


/locations/14/howard-phillips-hall-hph/) )


Course Description


In this course you will learn the elements of social scientific thinking—how to describe variables and measure complex concepts, how 
create explanations, how to construct and test hypotheses, how to think analytically, and how to control for rival explanations of politica
phenomena. You also will learn how to use R, a free, state-of-the-art data analysis software (available at cran.r-project.org
(http://cran.r-project.org) ). University Course Catalog Description: the scope and methodology of political analysis. Extensive examinat
of the discipline, research design and methodology.


Course Objectives


By the end of the course, you should have a firm understanding of how political scientists conduct research. You should also understan
and be able to apply key methods of political science research. You should leave the class with a library of functional R scripts that you
can use to analyze data in the future.


Required Textbooks and Supplemental Readings


REQUIRED: Pollock, Phillip H. 2016. The Essentials of Political Analysis, 5th Edition. Washington, DC: Congressional Quarterly
Press (hereafter “Essentials”). See Amazon page  (http://www.amazon.com/Essentials-Political-Analysis-Fifth/dp/1506305830


/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1450232718) .


REQUIRED: Pollock, Phillip H. 2014. A R Companion to Political Analysis. Washington, DC: Congressional Quarterly Press (herea
“Companion”).  See Amazon page  (http://www.amazon.com/R-Companion-Political-Analysis-ebook/dp/B00LXFGCSU
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/ref=sr_1_6?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1438715016&sr=1-6) .  Make sure you get the R Companion (rather than the Stata or SPSS
Companion).


RECOMMENDED: There are a number of web sites that offer useful information about statistics and computing. Students may wis
to use these web sites as necessary to supplemental class material. For example, we may only briefly review some mathematical
concepts. If a concept is not familiar to you or you want to study it in more detail, I would encourage you to take advantage of
supplemental resources.


SUPPLEMENTAL READINGS: Additional readings will be announced and/or distributed in class.


Course Requirements


 Your final grade is based on following components:


Class Participation and Attendance (10%) – Attendance at class lab sessions is required so that you are available to help others
and participate in their learning. Text messaging or surfing the web during class is not appropriate. Do not use your smart phone in
class except in cases of emergency.


1. 


Lab Assignments (40%) – There will be twelve assignments over the course of the semester. These are problem sets that require
you to apply the course material and write R code. The assignments will be available online as we begin new course modules and
we'll use our lab sessions to work on assignments. You'll upload your completed assignments (including R code script) to our
webcourses@ucf site.  Your lowest assignment score will be dropped.


2. 


Online Quizzes and Review Exercises (20%) - To reinforce your understanding of lecture topics, you will complete a number of
online quizzes and review exercises.  Your lowest module review exercise score will be dropped.  Your lowest assignment score wi
be dropped.


3. 


Small Group Discussions (15%) - Each student will be assigned to a small group of 5-6 students.  In your small groups, you'll
discuss some issues in political science research and will also help one another with your original research projects. 


4. 


Final Exam (15%) – The final examination is cumulative and will require students to apply their understanding of the subject matte
a constructive manner.  Students can expect a mix of multiple choice, short answer, and essay questions. 


5. 


Missed Assignments/Make-Ups/Extra Credit


Make-ups for in-class writing, quizzes, the midterm, or the final exam will only be allowed for official University activities or personal
emergencies.  Written documentation is required.  Make-up assessments may be different.  There is no extra credit available.


Late Work


Completing all your work by the specified dues dates is important to your success in this class.  Late work will be penalized.  Your scor
on late work will be reduced 10% per day late.  For example, if receive a score of 9 our of 10 on an assignment two days after it was d
your score will be reduced 20%, so you will receive a 7.2 out of 10 on that assignment .  You will receive no credit for work completed t
or more days after its due date. 


Grading Scale


>=93 90-92 87-89 83-86 80-82 77-79 73-76 70-72 67-69 63-66 60-62 <=59


A A- B+ B B- C+ C C- D+ D D- F


 


Final course grades will be rounded to the nearest integer.  For example, a 89.5% rounds to 90% and translates to an A- letter grade. 
Any missing assignments are treated as 0 scores for the purposes of calculating final course grades.
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Email, Announcements, and WebCourses Messages


I may occasionally email, webcourses announcements, and/or webcourses messages to communicate with students about this class. 
check my email regularly during weekdays and occasionally during the weekend. Students may expect an email reply by the next
business day and encouraged to follow-up with me if I do not reply by the next business day.


Grades of "Incomplete"


Incomplete grades are given only in situations where unexpected emergencies prevent a student from completing the course and the
remaining work can be completed the next semester. Your instructor is the final authority on whether you qualify for an incomplete.


Group Work Policy


You are welcome to discuss course material with other students, but you are responsible for your own work. 


Professionalism Policy


Per university policy and classroom etiquette; mobile phones, iPods, etc. must be silenced during all classroom and lab lectures. Tho
not heeding this rule will be asked to leave the classroom/lab immediately so as to not disrupt the learning environment. Please arrive 
time for all class meetings. Students who habitually disturb the class by talking, arriving late, etc., and have been warned may suffer a
reduction in their final class grade.


Academic Honesty


Plagiarism and cheating of any kind on an examination, quiz, or assignment will result at least in an "F" for that assignment (and may,
depending on the severity of the case, lead to an "F" for the entire course) and may be subject to appropriate referral to the Office of
Student Conduct (http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/faq#students) for further action. See the UCF Golden Rule
(http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/)  for further information. I will assume for this course that you will adhere to the academic creed of
this University and will maintain the highest standards of academic integrity. In other words, don't cheat by giving answers to others or
taking them from anyone else. I will also adhere to the highest standards of academic integrity, so please do not ask me to change (or
expect me to change) your grade illegitimately or to bend or break rules for one person that will not apply to everyone.


Laptop Usage


I recommend that you take hand written notes on my lecture outlines. Educational research  (http://www.vox.com/2014/6/4/5776804


/note-taking-by-hand-versus-laptop) strongly suggests that taking notes by hand is more effective than taking notes on a laptop.


Classroom Devices


You are welcome to use calculators, tape recorders, other audio & technology devices in this course. However, see policies regarding
attendance, laptops, and professionalism.


University Writing Center


The University Writing Center (UWC) is a free resource for UCF undergraduates and graduates. At the UWC, a trained writing consulta
will work individually with you on anything you're writing (in or out of class), at any point in the writing process from brainstorming to
editing. Appointments are recommended, but not required. For more information or to make an appointment, visit the UWC website
(http://uwc.cah.ucf.edu/) , stop by MOD 608, or call 407.823.2197.


You do not need to come to the UCF campus to receive help from a trained writing tutor.  As a UCF student, you have access to writing
tutors at the UCF Online Writing Center.  You can schedule an online consultation (http://uwc.cah.ucf.edu/schedule-a-consultation/) w
a writing tutor.  You can get the help you need to complete the Final Report of your Civic Engagement Project online at a time convenie
to you!  This service is free to you. 


Disability Statement


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus is
available in alternate formats upon request. Students with disabilities who need accommodations in this course must contact the
professor at the beginning of the semester to discuss needed accommodations. No accommodations will be provided until the student
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Date Details


Mon Jan 11, 2016 Class Orientation Session (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1199626&


include_contexts=course_1167051)


12


UCF Classes Begin (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1199632&


include_contexts=course_1167051)


12


Quiz: About You and Your Interests (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167051/assignments


/4321182)


due


11:30


Syllabus Quiz (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167051/assignments/4321174) due


11:30


Wed Jan 13, 2016 Lecture: Studying Politics Scientifically (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1199625&


include_contexts=course_1167051)


12


Read Essentials, Preface (pp. xii-xv) and Introduction (pp. xvii-xxii) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1199607&include_contexts=course_1167051)


12


Thinking Scientifically Crossword Puzzle (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167051


/assignments/4321218)


due


11:30


Fri Jan 15, 2016 Lab Session: Introduction to R (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1199624&


include_contexts=course_1167051)


12


Evidence of Academic Engagement Quiz (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167051


/assignments/4321177)


due by 5


Submit Lab Assignment #1 (The R Environment) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167051 due


has met with the professor to request accommodations. Students who need accommodations must be registered with Student Disabi
Services (http://www.sds.ucf.edu/) , Ferrell Commons, 7F, Room 185, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116,
before requesting accommodations from the professor.


Religious Observances


Students are expected to notify their instructor in advance if they intend to miss class to observe a holy day of their religious faith (not
already reflected in the normal class schedule). For a current schedule of major religious holidays, see the Faculty Center’s main web
page under “Calendars,” and for additional information, contact the Office of Diversity Initiatives at 407-823-6479.


Copyright


This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, images, text materials, etc. These items are being
used with regard to the Fair Use doctrine in order to enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, download or
distribute these items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for this online classroom environment and your use only. All
copyright materials are credited to the copyright holder.


Third-Party Software and FERPA


During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or software applications sometimes called third-pa
software such as a blog or wiki. While some of these could be required assignments, you need not make any personally identifying
information on a public site. Do not post or provide any private information about yourself or your classmates. Where appropriate you
may use a pseudonym or nickname. Some written assignments posted publicly may require personal reflection/comments, but the
assignments will not require you to disclose any personally identity-sensitive information. If you have any concerns about this, please
contact your instructor.


Financial Aid Requirement


As of Fall, 2014, all faculty are required to document students' academic activity at the beginning of each course.  In order to documen
that you began this course, please complete the Evidence of Academic Engagement Quiz by the end of the first week of classes
or as soon as possible after adding the course.  Failure to do so may result in a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid.
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Date Details


/assignments/4321210) 11:30


Mon Jan 18, 2016 MLK Day, No Classes (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1199627&


include_contexts=course_1167051)


12


Wed Jan 20, 2016 Lecture: Definition and Measurement of Concepts (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1199622&include_contexts=course_1167051)


12


Read Essentials, Chapter 1 (pp. 1 - 23) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1199576&


include_contexts=course_1167051)


12


Definition and Measurement of Concepts Hangman (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1167051/assignments/4321197)


due


11:59


Fri Jan 22, 2016 Lab Session: Working with the Companion Datasets (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1199623&include_contexts=course_1167051)


12


Read Companion, Chapter 1 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1199606&


include_contexts=course_1167051)


12


Submit Lab Assignment #2 (Working with Companion Datasets) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/courses/1167051/assignments/4321211)


due


11:30


Mon Jan 25, 2016 Lecture: Measuring and Describing Variables (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1199621&include_contexts=course_1167051)


12


Read Essentials, Chapter 2 (pp. 24-47) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1199620&


include_contexts=course_1167051)


12


Discussion: The Effect of Negative Campaign Ads (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167051


/assignments/4321190)


due


11:30


Measurement and Descriptive Statistics Hangman (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167051


/assignments/4321203)


due


11:30


Wed Jan 27, 2016 Online Quiz: Measuring and Describing Variables (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167051


/assignments/4321178)


due


11:59


Fri Jan 29, 2016 Lab Session: Working with Variables (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1199619&


include_contexts=course_1167051)


12


Read Companion, Chapter 2 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1199618&


include_contexts=course_1167051)


12


Submit Lab Assignment #3 (Working with Variables) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1167051/assignments/4321212)


due


11:30


Mon Feb 1, 2016 Lecture: Explanations, Hypotheses, and Comparisons (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1199605&include_contexts=course_1167051)


12


Read Essentials, Chapter 3 (pp. 48-77) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1199604&


include_contexts=course_1167051)


12


Discussion: Research on College Student Opinions (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1167051/assignments/4321191)


due


11:30


Wed Feb 3, 2016 Online Quiz: Explanations, Hypotheses, and Comparisons (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1167051/assignments/4321172)


due


11:59


Fri Feb 5, 2016 Lab Session: Creating Figures (for Your Poster Presentations) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1199617&include_contexts=course_1167051)


12


Read Companion, Chapter 3 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1199603&


include_contexts=course_1167051)


12
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Date Details


Mini Course Review Online Quiz (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167051/assignments


/4321180)


due


11:30


Mon Feb 8, 2016 Lecture: Literature Reviews (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1199602&


include_contexts=course_1167051)


12


Research Design & Controlled Comparisons Crossword (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1167051/assignments/4321207)


due


11:30


Wed Feb 10, 2016 Present Lab Assignment #4 in Class on Feb. 10 or Feb. 12th (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/courses/1167051/assignments/4321206)


due


10:30


Fri Feb 12, 2016 Assignment #4 in Class (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167051/assignments/4321196) due by 10:30


Mon Feb 15, 2016 Lecture: Research Design (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1199601&


include_contexts=course_1167051)


12


Read Essentials, Chapter 4 (pp. 78-101) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1199600&


include_contexts=course_1167051)


12


Discussion: Transparency and Research Ethics (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167051


/assignments/4321192)


due


11:30


Wed Feb 17, 2016 Lecture: Research Ethics (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1199608&


include_contexts=course_1167051)


12


Online Quiz: Research Design (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167051/assignments


/4321179)


due


11:59


Fri Feb 19, 2016 Lab Session: Making Comparisons (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1199616&


include_contexts=course_1167051)


12


Read Companion, Chapter 4 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1199599&


include_contexts=course_1167051)


12


Submit Lab Assignment #5 (Making Comparisons) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167051


/assignments/4321213)


due


11:30


Mon Feb 22, 2016 Lecture: Making Controlled Comparisons (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1199598&include_contexts=course_1167051)


12


Read Essentials, Chapter 5 (pp. 102-122) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1199597&include_contexts=course_1167051)


12


Discuss: Controlled Comparisons (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167051/assignments


/4321189)


due


11:59


Wed Feb 24, 2016 Online Quiz: Making Controlled Comparisons (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167051


/assignments/4321183)


due


11:59


Fri Feb 26, 2016 Lab Session: Making Controlled Comparisons (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1199615&include_contexts=course_1167051)


12


Read Companion, Chapter 5 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1199596&


include_contexts=course_1167051)


12


Submit Lab Assignment #6 (Making Controlled Comparisons) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/courses/1167051/assignments/4321214)


due


11:30


Mon Feb 29, 2016 Lecture: Foundations of Inference I (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1199595&


include_contexts=course_1167051)


12


Read Essentials, Chapter 6 (pp. 122-136 only) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1199594&include_contexts=course_1167051)


12
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Date Details


Discussion: Inferential Thinking (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167051/assignments


/4321188)


due


11:59


Wed Mar 2, 2016 Foundations of Inference: True or False? (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167051


/assignments/4321200)


due


11:30


Fri Mar 4, 2016 Lab Session: Samples and Sampling Distributions (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1199614&include_contexts=course_1167051)


12


Submit Lab Assignment #7 (Expected Sampling Distributions) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/courses/1167051/assignments/4321215)


due


11:30


Mon Mar 7, 2016 UCF Spring Break Starts (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1199631&


include_contexts=course_1167051)


12


Mon Mar 14, 2016 Lecture: Foundations of Inference II (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1199593&


include_contexts=course_1167051)


12


Read Essentials, Chapter 6 (pp. 136-155) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1199588&include_contexts=course_1167051)


12


Discussion: Hypothesis Testing (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167051/assignments


/4321193)


due


11:30


Wed Mar 16, 2016 Online Quiz: Calculating Standard Errors (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167051


/assignments/4321176)


due


11:30


Fri Mar 18, 2016 Lab Session: Making Inferences about Sample Means & Sample Proportions


(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1199613&include_contexts=course_1167051)


12


Read Companion, Chapter 6 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1199589&


include_contexts=course_1167051)


12


Submit Lab Assignment #8 (Inferences about Means) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1167051/assignments/4321216)


due


11:30


Mon Mar 21, 2016 Lecture: Tests of Significance and Measures of Association (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1199592&include_contexts=course_1167051)


12


Read Essentials, Chapter 7 (pp. 156-182) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1199591&include_contexts=course_1167051)


12


Discussion: Testing a Difference of Proportions Between Two Groups


(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167051/assignments/4321187)


due


11:59


Wed Mar 23, 2016 UCF Withdrawal Deadline (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1199630&


include_contexts=course_1167051)


12


Online Quiz: Tests of Significance and Measures of Association (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/courses/1167051/assignments/4321175)


due


11:59


Fri Mar 25, 2016 Lab Session: Tests of Significance, Chi-Square & Measures of Association


(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1199612&include_contexts=course_1167051)


12


Read Companion, Chapter 7 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1199590&


include_contexts=course_1167051)


12


Submit Lab Assignment #9 (Inferences About Proportions and Chi-Squared Test)


(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167051/assignments/4321217)


due


11:30


Mon Mar 28, 2016 Lecture: Correlation and Bivariate Regression (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1199583&include_contexts=course_1167051)


12


Read Essentials, Chapter 8 (pp. 183-201 only) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1199587&include_contexts=course_1167051)


12
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Date Details


Discusion: Linear Regression Analysis (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167051


/assignments/4321186)


due


11:59


Wed Mar 30, 2016 Label Parts of Bivariate Regression Model (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167051


/assignments/4321202)


due


11:30


Fri Apr 1, 2016 Lab Session:Correlation and Bivariate Regression (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1199611&include_contexts=course_1167051)


12


Read Companion, Chapter 8 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1199586&


include_contexts=course_1167051)


12


Submit Lab Assignment #10 (Correlation and Bivariate Regression)


(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167051/assignments/4321208)


due


11:30


Mon Apr 4, 2016 Lecture: Multiple Regression Analysis (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1199585&


include_contexts=course_1167051)


12


Read Essentials, Chapter 8 (pp. 201-214) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1199584&include_contexts=course_1167051)


12


Discussion: Interpreting Regression Results (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167051


/assignments/4321185)


due


11:59


Wed Apr 6, 2016 Online Quiz: Correlation and Linear Regression Analysis (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1167051/assignments/4321181)


due


11:59


Fri Apr 8, 2016 Lab Session: Multiple Regression Analysis (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1199610&include_contexts=course_1167051)


12


Read Companion, Chapter 9 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1199582&


include_contexts=course_1167051)


12


Submit Lab Assignment #11 (Multiple Regression Analysis) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/courses/1167051/assignments/4321209)


due


11:30


Mon Apr 11, 2016 Lecture: Building, Estimating, and Interpreting Regression Models (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1199581&include_contexts=course_1167051)


12


Read Essentials, Chapter 10 (pp. 244-247) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1199575&include_contexts=course_1167051)


12


Discussion: Ideas for Orginal Research Paper (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167051


/assignments/4321194)


due


11:30


Wed Apr 13, 2016 Jeopardy Game (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167051/assignments/4321201) due by 11:30


Fri Apr 15, 2016 Lab Session: Designing Research Using Linear Regression Analysis


(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1199609&include_contexts=course_1167051)


12


Read Companion, Chapter 11 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1199580&


include_contexts=course_1167051)


12


Online Quiz: Interpreting Multiple Regression Results (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1167051/assignments/4321173)


due


11:59


Mon Apr 18, 2016 Lab Session: Figures for Multiple Regression Results (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1199578&include_contexts=course_1167051)


12


Multiple Regression Analysis Crossword Puzzle (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167051


/assignments/4321204)


due


11:30


Wed Apr 20, 2016 Present Lab Assignment #12 in Class (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1199577&


include_contexts=course_1167051)


12
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Date Details


Fri Apr 22, 2016 Present Lab Assignment #12 in Class on Tues., Dec. 1st (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1167051/assignments/4321205)


due


10:30


Finalize Participation Grade (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167051/assignments/4321199) due by 12


Mon Apr 25, 2016 Final Exam Review Session (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1199579&


include_contexts=course_1167051)


12


Tue Apr 26, 2016 UCF Classes End (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1199629&


include_contexts=course_1167051)


12


Wed May 4, 2016 Final Exam in Class, Wed., May 4th, 10 am - 12:50 pm (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1167051/assignments/4321198)


due


10


Mon May 9, 2016 Grades Due to UCF (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1199628&


include_contexts=course_1167051)


12
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                                     Politics of the Middle East 


 


 


Office Phone 407-582-5642 


Office Location Howard Phillips Hall, 302 N 


Email Address Anca.Turcu@ucf.edu 


Office Hours Tuesday and Thursdays Noon-1:00 PM or by appointment 


Other 


Information 


I encourage students to contact me if they have questions, 


problems, or concerns. You can contact me by official university 


e-mail. You can also call my office or contact me in person 


during office hours. If office hours are in conflict with your 


schedule, contact me to make an appointment during the week. 


  
 


 


                                           General Course Information 


Course 


Description 


 


The class provides an overview of several countries in the Middle 


East. Topics covered include Islam, historical contexts, national 


leaders, institutions, international relations, regional conflicts and 


alliances. 


Learning 


Objectives 


On satisfactorily completing the requirements of this course, 


students will be able to: 


 describe the main characteristics of  the Middle East as a 


region and of several countries in the area  


 discuss politics and policy-making in the Middle East 


 analyze the strengths and shortcomings of governmental 


systems across the region 


 understand the causes and context of the Arab Spring 


movement 


 


 


Course CPO 3403 


Professor Dr. Anca Turcu 


Term Spring  2016 


Credits 3  


Class 


Meets 


UCF Main Campus 


PSY Building, Room105 


Tuesday and Thursday 1:30- 2:45 PM  







 understand the causes and context of the Arab-Israeli 


conflict and other conflicts in the area 


 evaluate possible paths towards conflict resolution  


Required 


Readings 


Textbook  


It is imperative that students use the edition indicated below. All 


assigned chapters have to be read prior to coming to class. 


 


“The Middle East” by Ellen Lust (editor), CQ Press, 13th Edition, 


(2013) 


 


Canvas 


Canvas will be used to send e-mails, post announcements, exam 


reviews, changes to the syllabus and assigned articles; and host a 


discussion forum and post grades. 
 


                                        Assignments & Academic Calendar 
Date Topics   Reading Assignments 


01/12 Syllabus and Introduction Syllabus 


 


01/14 The Making of the Middle East: 


Islam, Tribalism, the Ottoman 


Empire 


 


Chapter 1 


 


01/19 The Making of the Middle East: 


Western Colonization and State 


Formation 


 


Chapter 5 


01/21 Roots of the Araba-Israeli Conflict Chapter 7 


 


01/26  Israel  Chapter 14 


01/28  Palestine  Chapter 20 


02/02 Egypt (I)  Chapter 11 p. 448-463 


02/04 Egypt (II)  Chapter 11 p. 464-477 


02/09 Exam 1  


02/11 Iraq (I) Chapter 13 p. 507-522 


02/16 Iraq (II) 


 


Chapter 13 p. 523-537 


 


02/18 Saudi Arabia (I) Chapter  22 p. 746-756 


02/23 Saudi Arabia (II) Chapter  22 p. 756-763 


02/25 Kuwait and Yemen Chapters16 and  26 (selected sections and pages 


TBA) 


03/01 Iran (I) Chapter 12 p. 478- 493 


03/03 Iran (II) Chapter 12 p. 493-506 


03/08 Spring Break No Class 


03/10 Spring Break No Class 


03/15 Exam 2  







03/17 Syria (I) Chapter 23 


03/22  Syria (II) Chapter 23 


 


 


03/24 Lebanon Chapter  17 (selected sections and pages TBA) 


03/29 Jordan Chapter 15 


03/31 Turkey (I) Chapter 25 


04/05 Turkey (II) Chapter 25 


04/07 Prospects for Peace;  Chapter 2 


04/12  International Politics of the 


Middle East 


Chapter 9 


04/14 Afghanistan & Pakistan Readings TBA 


04/19 Afghanistan & Pakistan Readings TBA 


04/21 Final Exam Review  


04/26 Exam 3  


05/03 Final Exam 1:00 PM in regular classroom 


   


   
 


     Course Policies 


Grading  


Criteria 


Exams  


There will be four exams in this class. Three exams are compulsory. If 


you do not take one of the three exams during the semester, the final 


exam will be compulsory. If you take the three exams during the 


semester and you are satisfied with your grade, you can choose not to 


take the final. If you take three exams and also decide to take the final, 


your lowest scoring exam will be replaced with the grade you receive 


for the final exam. There will be no exceptions: even if your grade in 


the final is lower than the grade you were seeking to replace, the grade 


in the final will be the one I will take into account in calculating your 


final grade. Please note that the final exam is comprehensive. Also note 


that once you sit for an exam you will receive a grade for that exam. 


Exams will cover material from the readings and from the lectures.  


Exam #1 will constitute 30% of your final grade, while exams #2 and 


#3 will each constitute 35% of your final grade. The value of the final 


exam will be assigned in accordance to the exam you missed during the 


semester. Bring picture identification to each exam. 


 


Grading Formula 


(exam1 *.3)+ (exam2*.35) +(exam3*.35)= final grade 


 


Grading Scale 







A (93- 100%), A-(90-92%), B+ (87-89%), B (83-86%), B- (80-82%), C+ (77-


79%), C (73-76%), C- (70-72%), D+ (67-69%), D (63-66%), D- (60-62%), F 


(Below 60%). 


 


 


Make-up 


Exams 


Exams are scheduled well in advance so that you can plan around these 


dates. No one may make up a test at will. There are two exceptions.  


First, for personal emergencies (a death in the family, medical 


problems), students should obtain a note from the dean of students or 


their physician. 


Second, for students with extra-curricular activities that conflict with 


deadlines, arrangements for an alternate test date must be made at least 


a week in advance of the scheduled test or deadline. Students must 


provide verification of the activity in order to be eligible for an 


alternate test date. I do not accept notification after the fact (“I did not 


take the test last week because I had a match/concert”). 


 


Grade Release 


 


Please note that grades will not be shared through phone, e-mail or 


mail. You will have to log on to Canvas in order to find out your 


grades. 


Students who have concerns about grades should put them in writing 


and contact the professor 24 hours after they find out their grade.  


Students are not allowed to take exams home. The university needs to 


keep exams and papers for official records, thus students have to return 


them to the instructor. If a student fails to return an exam or paper, s/he 


will not be allowed to sit for the next exam or will be given a grade of 


zero for that exam. 


Extra Credit 


For now, there are no extra credit opportunities offered in this class. 


The instructor may modify this policy during the semester and will 


announce the change in a timely manner. 


Media 


Resources 


In order to do well in this and any Political Science class, students 


should have a good awareness and a good understanding of current 


events. I encourage students to keep informed through accessing visual, 


print and web media. Some credible and reliable news outlets include, 


among others: BBC World, the New York Times, The Washington 


Post, CNN, The National Public Radio, Financial Times, The 


Economist, The Atlantic Monthly, Time Magazine, Newsweek, 


Haaretz, Jerusalem Post. 


I will provide links to current events through theCanvas Web Link 


folder. I will prompt you each time I add material to that folder and will 


let you know if I expect to test you on that material. 


Class 


Attendance 


Attendance is required. Lectures cover material that you will not be 


able to find in the book. I will not provide notes for students missing 


class.  


Federal 


Financial Aid 


Requirement 


Beginning in the Fall 2014 semester, UCF must comply with a federal 


financial aid regulation that states that in order to receive federal aid, students 


must be actively academically engaged (according to a federal definition) in 


each course in which they are enrolled. As of Fall 2014, all faculty are 


required to document students’ academic activity at the beginning of each 







course.  Without verification of this engagement, students will not receive 


their aid. In order to document that you began this course, you will be 


required to complete a short quiz in Canvas during the first week of classes, 


no later than January 15th. Failure to do so may result in a delay in the 


disbursement of your financial aid, or will mean that students will not receive 


their aid. 


 


Classroom 


Citizenship 


Besides interactive participation, I expect discipline in the class room. 


Be courteous to others, be on time and do not leave early, unless there 


is a pertinent reason and you have notified me. Do not eat, text or talk 


to your colleagues during lecture. An important part of being a college 


student is having manners and respecting those around you.  


Turn off your cell phones and store them away in your book bag, for 


the duration of the class.  Set your laptop’s volume on mute. Laptop 


users: make sure you are using your laptop exclusively for taking notes 


while in class. Laptop usage is a privilege and I reserve the right to 


revoke it at any time during the semester if you do not follow these 


rules. 


Academic 


Integrity 


Students must demonstrate a high level of responsibility and academic 


honesty.  Because the value of an academic degree depends upon the 


absolute integrity of the work done by the student for that degree, it is 


imperative that a student demonstrate a high standard of individual 


honor in his or her scholastic work. 


Scholastic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, statements, acts or 


omissions related to applications for enrollment or the award of a 


degree, and/or the submission as one’s own work or material that is not 


one’s own.  As a general rule, scholastic dishonesty involves one of the 


following acts:  cheating, plagiarism, collusion and/or falsifying 


academic records.   


If you are not sure what constitutes plagiarism and how to avoid it, take 


this UCF library tutorial: 


http://infolit.ucf.edu/students/modules/#article116 


I will make sure that students suspected of academic dishonesty will be 


subject to disciplinary proceedings. 
http://integrity.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade 


Class 


Withdrawal  


Procedures regarding withdrawal policies can be found here: 
http://catalog.sdes.ucf.edu/ 


Student 


Grievance 


Procedures 


Procedures regarding student grievances can be found  here:  
http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/docs/student%20grievance%20procedure.pdf 


Incomplete 


Grades 


Procedures regarding class withdrawal  can be found here: 


http://catalog.sdes.ucf.edu/ 


Student 


Accessibility 


Resources 


If you have a disability and require accommodations, please contact the 


instructor early in the semester so that your learning needs may be 


appropriately met. You will also need to contact the Student 


Accessibility Services: http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/ 



http://infolit.ucf.edu/students/modules/#article116





Religious 


Holidays 


 The University of Central Florida welcomes diversity of religious 


beliefs and practices, recognizing the contributions differing 


experiences and viewpoints can bring to the community. There may be 


times when an academic or work requirement conflicts with religious 


observances and practices. If that happens, students may request 


reasonable accommodation of their religious practices. In all cases, you 


must put your request in writing and present it to the instructor at the 


beginning of the semester. The instructor or supervisor will review the 


situation in an effort to provide a reasonable accommodation when 


possible to do so without fundamentally altering a course or creating an 


undue burden for the department.  For more details, consult: 
http://catalog.ucf.edu/policies/academic-regulations#Religious_Observances 


Please note that the academic calendar, policies, procedures and assignments listed 
in this syllabus are subject to change at the discretion of the professor.  
 


 


 


 








Spring 2016 PUP 3203 Environmental Politics 
 


 


 


THIS IS A SERVICE LEARNING COURSE, REQUIRING 20 HOURS OF SERVICE 
WHICH MUST BE COMPLETE BY 12/7/15 


 
Instructor: Peter Jacques,  Ph .D.  
Office Hours: Tuesdays 1-3pm 
HPH 302; 407-823-2608 
Peter.Jacques@ucf.edu  (urgent issues only)  
Coursemail for all normal issues 


 
Note that the Course Protocols, available in Webcourses, are a part of this syllabus. Please 
read everything before asking questions.  


 
Course Description 
In this class we will survey several topics and dimensions of environmental politics, primarily as 
they relate to domestic US concerns including the dynamics and history of environmentalism and 
the environmental movement, common pool resource problems, environmental justice concerns, 
and the regulatory conditions for making policy. 


Course Objectives: 
 


In this course you will do more than learn material, though there is lot to learn! The course 
objectives here work on several levels. 


Academic: Students will come to understand a broad history of U.S. environmentalism, anti- 
environmentalism, and thinking.  Students will learn about environmental ethics and policy, 
common pool and collective action problems in the environment, environmental justice, and the 
general institutional environment within which environmental policies are made (or ignored). 
Further, in addition to topical training, students will continue to intensively improve their 
writing, research, and evaluation skills through written essays and systematic reviews of peer 
writing. 


Civic: Students will evaluate, synthesize and apply models of civic theory to environmental 
problems. We will confront and interrogate what it means to be a citizen of a community, and 
how ecology interacts with our expectations of civic responsibility. 


Personal: In addition to learning, students of this course will reflect upon the notion of service, 
and consider their own expectations for environmental citizenship in a changing Earth system. 
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Students will devote time and energy with others working on environmental challenges to think 
about what kind of life they want to live. 


Required Course Material 
 
♦ Environmental Policy Paradox, 6th edition by Zachary Smith, Prentice Hall.--- (referred to as 


EPP here). 
♦ The Monkeywrench Gang, Edward Abbey 
♦ New York Times  at least 3x weekly (NYT)  Freely available at the library. OR, pay for 


student home delivery call NYT at 1-800 NYTIMES. Make sure you say you want the cheaper 
student subscription.  


 
 


Grade Categories Description of the requirements Weight toward 
final grade (out of 


1000pnts) 


Peer-reviews Critical and in-depth evaluations of 
your classmate’s propositions. 


200 


Formal Essays Synthesis-oriented writing where ideas, 
support, and writing style and quality 
matter. 


400 


4 Exams Based on knowledge of the readings and 
modules, 100 points each 


400 


 
 


In this class you will learn to think about environmental politics, hone your writing and thinking 
skills, and develop skills for evaluation and critical thinking but you will come out of the process 
with a lot under your belt. 


General approach:  Read. Write. Get feedback, evaluate your peer’s work,  re-think, revise. 
Strengthen our thinking and writing while we come to understand US environmental politics in a 
thorough manner. Every first submission of every essay is a draft because writing/thinking is 
iterative and requires editing.  Revision is required to advance our thinking. You will review 
several drafts of your peers and you will receive several reviews of your essays. We will not 
grade your first drafts. You will then submit a final draft of every essay, but in order to have 
these graded there must be a complete first draft submitted on time. 







 
 
Exams: 75 minute exams, 50 questions, 100 points available each, all based on course material 
of the specific module, found in the “Quizzes” section of canvas. You can only take the exam 
once, you have 75 minutes, and typically the answers are "all or nothing"- that is they won't 
register partial credit for partially correct answers. Likewise-- when choosing the answer "all 
answers listed" do not tick the remaining options, the exam will count them as incorrect, so if 
you want to choose "all of the answers listed", only choose that answer. 


NOTE FROM UCF ADMINISTRATION: As of Fall 2014, all faculty are required to 
document students’ academic activity at the beginning of each course. In order to document that 
you began this course, please complete the syllabus quiz by the end of the first week of classes 
or as soon as possible after adding the course, but no later than January 16th. Failure to do so 
may result in a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid. 


ESSAY DIRECTIONS. SEE WEBCOURSES FOR DUE DATES AND TIMES 
 
IMPORTANT: Each essay will have specific directions about how to focus your thoughts in their 
respective assignment area in webcourses.  All essays are submitted first as drafts for peer review. First 
draft of eessays  MUST be the following in order for you to receive a grade on the final draft: 


• Between 1000-1200 words 
• Appropriately use and citation of APA of three assigned readings from the current 


module, and one related New York Times reference, unless otherwise directed in the 
assignment. 


 
Each draft should make a best attempt at having: 


• grammatically sound, well-structured English with the basic writing conventions. 
• a clear, coherent, and logical argument 


Final Draft of Essays 
• Same criteria as the first draft, however you must include a brief introductory note 


on what the peer-review feedback prompted you to reform and rethink. 
• Is graded by myself or the GTA 


Conducting Peer-Review 
• You will be working in the same peer-review group through the term and will receive 


and complete reviews of each of your peers  in that group. This will take time—
probably 30 minutes for each paper, plan for it. Peer review is required for this course 
because it is an essential part of writing and learning to evaluate ideas, so don’t treat it 
as busy-work if you want to gain the most from this course.  


• You will be graded on your ability to evaluate and think about other people’s 
propositions, which means thinking about the substance of the position, its support, 
articulation, and meaning. Do not try to protect the author’s feelings—don’t be 
purposefully mean-- but cut to the chase as a favor to them and as practice honing your 
evaluative abilities.  Do not suggest revisions, you are merely responding to the paper 
based on the guidelines below. 


• Start with a positive comment, this loosens you and the reader up and lays the ground 
for the real work.  


• Respond to the paper on each these grounds, and number your answers in accordance 
with each question (you need not restate the question in your review):   







1. Re-phrase the author’s thesis/proposition.  
2. Identify the evidence used for this proposition. Does this evidence come from 


assigned reading?  Is each support used a) in passing  b) with some detail from 
the reading  c) with more than three details from the reading  


3. What are the writer’s assumptions? Show support for your identified 
assumptions. (tip: the assumptions can be derived from the thesis if you have 
understood the thesis correctly) 


4. What are the consequences of this proposition? Who will gain and who will 
lose from this proposition? Who will it empower?  


5. What is the effect of this proposition on the “public good,” as far as you can 
tell?   


6. Where does the author place responsibility- the individual, government, civil 
society, corporations, or somewhere else/combination? What are the 
repercussions of placing responsibility where it is?  


7. Is the writing expert, needs work, or very hard to read?  
8. Based on your assessment, assign a score out of 100 that you think that me, the 


instructor, or the GTA would assign if we were to grade it and include a brief 
rationale. 
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                                     Politics of the Middle East 


 


 


Office Phone 407-582-5642 


Office Location Building 11, Room 227 


Email Address Anca.Turcu@ucf.edu 


Office Hours Thursdays 4:00-6:00 PM or by appointment 


Other 


Information 


I encourage students to contact me if they have questions, 


problems, or concerns. You can contact me by official university 


e-mail. You can also call my office or contact me in person 


during office hours. If office hours are in conflict with your 


schedule, contact me to make an appointment during the week. 


  
 


 


                                           General Course Information 


Course 


Description 


 


The class provides an overview of several countries in the Middle 


East. Topics covered include Islam, historical contexts, national 


leaders, institutions, international relations, regional conflicts and 


alliances. 


Learning 


Objectives 


On satisfactorily completing the requirements of this course, 


students will be able to: 


 describe the main characteristics of  the Middle East as a 


region and of several countries in the area  


 discuss politics and policy-making in the Middle East 


 analyze the strengths and shortcomings of governmental 


systems across the region 


 understand the causes and context of the Arab Spring 


movement 


 


 


Course CPO 3403 


Professor Dr. Anca Turcu 


Term Spring  2016 


Credits 3  


Class 


Meets 


UCF Orlando West Campus 


Building 11, Room 315 


Thursday 6:00-8:50 PM  







 understand the causes and context of the Arab-Israeli 


conflict and other conflicts in the area 


 evaluate possible paths towards conflict resolution  


Required 


Readings 


Textbook  


It is imperative that students use the edition indicated below. All 


assigned chapters have to be read prior to coming to class. 


 


“The Middle East” by Ellen Lust (editor), CQ Press, 13th Edition, 


(2013) 


 


Canvas 


Canvas will be used to send e-mails, post announcements, exam 


reviews, changes to the syllabus and assigned articles; and host a 


discussion forum and post grades. 
 


                                        Assignments & Academic Calendar 
Date Topics   Reading Assignments 


01/14 1. Syllabus and Introduction 


2. The Making of the Middle East: 


Islam, Tribalism, the Ottoman 


Empire 


 Syllabus 


 


 


 


01/21 1. The Making of the Middle East: 


Western Colonization and State 


Formation 


2. Roots of the Araba-Israeli 


Conflict 


1. Chapters: 1, 5 


 


01/28 1. Israel 


2. Palestine 


1. Chapter 14 


2. Chapter 20, 7 


02/04 Egypt  Chapter 11 


02/11 Exam 1  


02/18 Iraq  


 


Chapter 13 


 


02/25 1. Saudi Arabia 


 2.Yemen  


1. Chapter  22 


2. Chapter  26 (selected sections and pages TBA) 


03/03 Iran  Chapter 12 


03/10 Spring Break No Class 


03/17 Exam 2  


3/24 1. Syria 


2. Lebanon 


1. Chapter 23 


2. Chapter  17 (selected sections and pages TBA) 


 


03/31 Turkey Chapter 25 


04/07 1. Prospects for Peace;  


2. International Politics of the 


Middle East  


1. Chapters 7 and 2 


2. Chapter 9 







04/14 Afghanistan & Pakistan TBA 


04/21 Exam 3  


04/28 Final Exam 7:00 PM in regular classroom 


   


   


   
 


     Course Policies 


Grading  


Criteria 


Exams  


There will be four exams in this class. Three exams are compulsory. If 


you do not take one of the three exams during the semester, the final 


exam will be compulsory. If you take the three exams during the 


semester and you are satisfied with your grade, you can choose not to 


take the final. If you take three exams and also decide to take the final, 


your lowest scoring exam will be replaced with the grade you receive 


for the final exam. There will be no exceptions: even if your grade in 


the final is lower than the grade you were seeking to replace, the grade 


in the final will be the one I will take into account in calculating your 


final grade. Please note that the final exam is comprehensive. Also note 


that once you sit for an exam you will receive a grade for that exam. 


Exams will cover material from the readings and from the lectures.  


Exam #1 will constitute 30% of your final grade, while exams #2 and 


#3 will each constitute 35% of your final grade. The value of the final 


exam will be assigned in accordance to the exam you missed during the 


semester. Bring picture identification to each exam. 


 


Grading Formula 


(exam1 *.3)+ (exam2*.35) +(exam3*.35)= final grade 


 


Grading Scale 
A (93- 100%), A-(90-92%), B+ (87-89%), B (83-86%), B- (80-82%), C+ (77-


79%), C (73-76%), C- (70-72%), D+ (67-69%), D (63-66%), D- (60-62%), F 


(Below 60%). 


 


 


Make-up 


Exams 


Exams are scheduled well in advance so that you can plan around these 


dates. No one may make up a test at will. There are two exceptions.  


First, for personal emergencies (a death in the family, medical 


problems), students should obtain a note from the dean of students or 


their physician. 


Second, for students with extra-curricular activities that conflict with 


deadlines, arrangements for an alternate test date must be made at least 


a week in advance of the scheduled test or deadline. Students must 


provide verification of the activity in order to be eligible for an 


alternate test date. I do not accept notification after the fact (“I did not 


take the test last week because I had a match/concert”). 


 


Grade Release 
 







Please note that grades will not be shared through phone, e-mail or 


mail. You will have to log on to Canvas in order to find out your 


grades. 


Students who have concerns about grades should put them in writing 


and contact the professor 24 hours after they find out their grade.  


Students are not allowed to take exams home. The university needs to 


keep exams and papers for official records, thus students have to return 


them to the instructor. If a student fails to return an exam or paper, s/he 


will not be allowed to sit for the next exam or will be given a grade of 


zero for that exam. 


Extra Credit 


For now, there are no extra credit opportunities offered in this class. 


The instructor may modify this policy during the semester and will 


announce the change in a timely manner. 


Media 


Resources 


In order to do well in this and any Political Science class, students 


should have a good awareness and a good understanding of current 


events. I encourage students to keep informed through accessing visual, 


print and web media. Some credible and reliable news outlets include, 


among others: BBC World, the New York Times, The Washington 


Post, CNN, The National Public Radio, Financial Times, The 


Economist, The Atlantic Monthly, Time Magazine, Newsweek, 


Haaretz, Jerusalem Post. 


I will provide links to current events through theCanvas Web Link 


folder. I will prompt you each time I add material to that folder and will 


let you know if I expect to test you on that material. 


Class 


Attendance 


Attendance is required. Lectures cover material that you will not be 


able to find in the book. I will not provide notes for students missing 


class.  


Federal 


Financial Aid 


Requirement 


Beginning in the Fall 2014 semester, UCF must comply with a federal 


financial aid regulation that states that in order to receive federal aid, students 


must be actively academically engaged (according to a federal definition) in 


each course in which they are enrolled. As of Fall 2014, all faculty are 


required to document students’ academic activity at the beginning of each 


course.  Without verification of this engagement, students will not receive 


their aid. In order to document that you began this course, you will be 


required to complete a short quiz in Canvas during the first week of classes, 


no later than January 15th. Failure to do so may result in a delay in the 


disbursement of your financial aid, or will mean that students will not receive 


their aid. 


 


Classroom 


Citizenship 


Besides interactive participation, I expect discipline in the class room. 


Be courteous to others, be on time and do not leave early, unless there 


is a pertinent reason and you have notified me. Do not eat, text or talk 


to your colleagues during lecture. An important part of being a college 


student is having manners and respecting those around you.  


Turn off your cell phones and store them away in your book bag, for 


the duration of the class.  Set your laptop’s volume on mute. Laptop 


users: make sure you are using your laptop exclusively for taking notes 







while in class. Laptop usage is a privilege and I reserve the right to 


revoke it at any time during the semester if you do not follow these 


rules. 


Academic 


Integrity 


Students must demonstrate a high level of responsibility and academic 


honesty.  Because the value of an academic degree depends upon the 


absolute integrity of the work done by the student for that degree, it is 


imperative that a student demonstrate a high standard of individual 


honor in his or her scholastic work. 


Scholastic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, statements, acts or 


omissions related to applications for enrollment or the award of a 


degree, and/or the submission as one’s own work or material that is not 


one’s own.  As a general rule, scholastic dishonesty involves one of the 


following acts:  cheating, plagiarism, collusion and/or falsifying 


academic records.   


If you are not sure what constitutes plagiarism and how to avoid it, take 


this UCF library tutorial: 


http://infolit.ucf.edu/students/modules/#article116 


I will make sure that students suspected of academic dishonesty will be 


subject to disciplinary proceedings. 
http://integrity.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade 


Class 


Withdrawal  


Procedures regarding withdrawal policies can be found here: 
http://catalog.sdes.ucf.edu/ 


Student 


Grievance 


Procedures 


Procedures regarding student grievances can be found  here:  
http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/docs/student%20grievance%20procedure.pdf 


Incomplete 


Grades 


Procedures regarding class withdrawal  can be found here: 


http://catalog.sdes.ucf.edu/ 


Student 


Accessibility 


Resources 


If you have a disability and require accommodations, please contact the 


instructor early in the semester so that your learning needs may be 


appropriately met. You will also need to contact the Student 


Accessibility Services: http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/ 


Religious 


Holidays 


 The University of Central Florida welcomes diversity of religious 


beliefs and practices, recognizing the contributions differing 


experiences and viewpoints can bring to the community. There may be 


times when an academic or work requirement conflicts with religious 


observances and practices. If that happens, students may request 


reasonable accommodation of their religious practices. In all cases, you 


must put your request in writing and present it to the instructor at the 


beginning of the semester. The instructor or supervisor will review the 


situation in an effort to provide a reasonable accommodation when 


possible to do so without fundamentally altering a course or creating an 


undue burden for the department.  For more details, consult: 
http://catalog.ucf.edu/policies/academic-regulations#Religious_Observances 


Please note that the academic calendar, policies, procedures and assignments listed 
in this syllabus are subject to change at the discretion of the professor.  
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CPO 4784 Political and Economic Inequality in Comparative Perspective 
Spring 2016 


 
Contact Information: 
Instructor 
 


Dr. Barbara Sgouraki Kinsey 


Office 
 


Orlando: Phillips Hall, 311H 
 
Cocoa: Brevard Campus, Building 3, Suite 222, 
Room 225. 
 


Office Hours Orlando: Tuesday 11:00 AM-1:00 PM; 
Thursday 1:00 – 3:00 PM; Or by appointment 
 
Cocoa: By appointment only 
 


Phone 
 


(407) 823-2608 
(321) 433-7962 
 


Email 
 


barbara.kinsey@ucf.edu 


Main Political Science Office 
 


407-823-2608 


 
Course Description: 
 
The focus of this course is on economic and political inequality and the nature of the link 
between the two.  We explore political and economic sources of inequality, and consider 
the implications of inequality for political and economic outcomes.  We examine 
approaches, strategies, and institutions that address inequality across countries with 
different political and economic arrangements. 
 


Course Objectives: 
 
By the end of the course you will: 


 Have good knowledge of the sources of political and economic inequality 


 Have good knowledge of the political and social implications of political and 
economic inequality 


 Have good knowledge of the mechanisms linking political and economic 
inequality 


 Use your knowledge of the link between political and economic inequality to think 
analytically about current domestic and international political issues 


 Use your knowledge of the link between political and economic inequality to think 
critically about domestic and international policy issues  
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Required textbooks: 
 
Arthur M. Okun.  1975. Equality and Efficiency. The Big Tradeoff.  The Brookings 
Institution. 


Additional readings will be attached to weekly class modules. 


Missed Assignments/Make-Ups, Extra credit 


There will be a penalty of one letter grade for all late work (except for cases involving 
overriding and well documented personal circumstances).  Students need to request 
permission for any late submission of work; if the request is granted work should be 
submitted within one week of the missed deadline. 
 
There is extra credit for this course.  
 


 
Recording Academic Activity Policy 
 
As of Fall 2014, all faculty members are required to document students' academic 
activity at the beginning of each course. In order to document that you began this 
course, please complete the assignments for Module One by the end of the first 
week of classes, or as soon as possible after adding the course, but no later than 
January 15. Failure to do so will result in a delay in the disbursement of your 
financial aid. 
 
 


Evaluation and Grading 
 


Grade Categories Requirement Grade Weight 
 


Module One  5% 
 


Module Four 
 


 10% 


Seven Modules  Modules  2,3,5,6,7,8,9 60% 
 


Research Paper  Module 10 25% 
 


 
 


 Grading information on the specific assignment will be provided in the 
assignment itself. 


 To complete the course you ought to complete all assignments.  
 







 The following plus/minus grading system will apply in this course. 
A = 93+, A- = 90-92, B+ = 88-89, B = 83-87, B- = 80-82, C+ = 78-79,  
C = 73-77, C- = 70-72, D+ = 68-69, D = 63-67, D- = 60-62,  
F= 59 or below. 
 


Academic Honesty 


Plagiarism and Cheating of any kind on an examination, quiz, or assignment will result 
at least in an "F" for that assignment (and may, depending on the severity of the case, 
lead to an "F" for the entire course) and may be subject to appropriate referral to the 
Office of Student Conduct for further action. See the UCF Golden Rule for further 
information. I will assume for this course that you will adhere to the academic creed of 
this University and will maintain the highest standards of academic integrity. In other 
words, don't cheat by giving answers to others or taking them from anyone else. I will 
also adhere to the highest standards of academic integrity, so please do not ask me to 
bend or break rules for one person that will not apply to everyone. 


Disability Statement 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations 
for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon 
request. Students with disabilities who need accommodations in this course must be 
registered with Student Disability Services, Student Resource Center Room 132, phone 
(407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116. 


Copyright 


This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, 
images, text materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use 
doctrine in order to enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, 
download or distribute these items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for 
this online classroom environment and your use only. All copyright materials are 
credited to the copyright holder. 


Third-Party Software and FERPA 


During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or 
software applications sometimes called third-party software such as a blog or wiki. 
While some of these could be required assignments, you need not make any personally 
identifying information on a public site. Do not post or provide any private information 
about yourself or your classmates. Where appropriate you may use a pseudonym or 
nickname. Some written assignments posted publicly may require personal 
reflection/comments, but the assignments will not require you to disclose any personally 
identity-sensitive information. If you have any concerns about this, please contact your 
instructor. 
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CPO 4784 - Schedule Spring 2016 


 


Week Topic & Reading Assignments 
 


Due Date 


January 11  
Getting Started 
 
Arthur Okun, Equality and 
Efficiency: Foreward (by 
Kevin Gordon) 
 


 
Module 1 
 
 


 
January 15,  
11 PM 
 


January 19 
 


 
Economic Inequality:  
 


 Definitions 


 Measurement 


 History of Thought: 
From Malthus to 
Kuznets 


 
Thomas Piketty, Capital in 
the 21st Century: 
Introduction 
 


  
Module 2 


 
January 22,  
11 PM 
 


January 25  
Sources of Economic 
Inequality: 
 
Paul Ryscavage, Income 
Inequality in America. An 
analysis of Trends:  
Chapter 5 
 
Jacob S. Hacker and Paul 
Pierson, Winner-Take-All 
Politics: Chapter 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 
Module 3 
 
  


 
January 29,  
11 PM 
 







February 1  
Economic and Political 
Inequality I: 
 
Arthur Okun, Equality and 
Efficiency: Chapter 1 
 
Arend Lijphart, “Unequal 
Participation: Democracy’s 
Unresolved Dilemma.” 
American Political Science 
Review 91(1): 1-14 
 


 
Module 4 
 
 
 
 


 
February 5,  
11 PM 
 


February 8  
Economic and Political 
Inequality II 
 
Arthur Okun, Equality and 
Efficiency: Chapters 2 & 3 
 
Martin Gilens, Affluence and 
Influence. Economic 
Inequality and Political 
Power in America:  
Chapter 8 
 


 
Module 4 (cont.) 
 
 
 


 
February 12,  
11 PM 


February 15  
Economic and Political 
Inequality III 
 
Larry M. Bartels, Unequal 
Democracy, Chapter 10 
 
Frederick Solt, “Economic 
Inequality and Democratic 
Political Engagement,” 
American Journal of Political 
Science 52(1): 48-60 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 
Module 4 (cont.) 


 
February 19,  
11 PM 
 







February 22  
Social and Political 
Implications of Economic 
and Political  Inequality 
 
Richard Wilkinson, “How 
Economic Inequality Harms 
Society” TED talk 
 
Joseph E. Stiglitz, The Price 
of Inequality, pp. 173-182 
 


 
Module 5 
 
 


 
February 26,  
11 PM 
 


February 29  
Tools Governments Can 
Use to Reduce Economic 
Inequality.  What are the 
Constraints? 
 
Arthur Okun, Equality and 
Efficiency: Chapter 4 
 
Benjamin Page and James 
Simmons, What 
Government Can Do. 
Dealing with Poverty and 
Inequality: Chapter 3 
 


 
Module 6 
 


 
 


 
March 4,  
11 PM 
 


March 7  
Spring Break 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 


 


March 14 Tools Governments Can 
Use to Reduce Economic 
Inequality.  What are the 
Constraints? II 
 
Thomas Piketty, Capital in 
the 21st Century:  
Chapters 13 & 15 
 
 
 
 
 


 
Module 6 (cont.) 
 
 
 


 
March 18,  
11 PM 
 







March 21  
Economic Inequality in 
Developing Countries 
 
Philip Nel, The Politics of 
Economic Inequality in 
Developing Countries: 
Chapters 3 & 5 
 


 
Module 7 
 
 
 
 


 
March 25,  
11 PM 


March 28 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 
Latin America 
 
Marcus J. Kurtz, “The 
dilemmas of Democracy in 
the Open Economy.  
Lessons from Latin 
America, World Politics 
56(2): 262-302 
 


Kenneth M. Roberts, “The 


Politics of Inequality and 


Redistribution in Latin 


America's Post-Adjustment 


Era” in Giovanni Andrea 


Cornia (ed.) Falling 


Inequality in Latin America.  


Policy Changes and 


Lessons 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 
Module 8 
 
 


 
April 1,  
11 PM 
 







April 4  
North Africa and the Middle 
East 
 
Mark Tessler, “The Origins 
of Popular Support for 
Islamist Movements: A 
Political Economic Analysis” 
in Entelis, John (Ed.) Islam, 
Democracy and the State in 
North Africa 
 
Mthuli Neube “Inequality, 
Economic Growth and 
Poverty in the Middle East 
and Africa (MENA).”  African 
Development Review 26(3): 
435-453 
 


 
Module 9 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 
April 8,  
11 PM 
 


April 11-25  
Research paper  
 


 
Module 10 


 10-12 
page 
research 
paper 


 
 


 
April 29,  
11 PM 
 


 


 
 








Political Theory 4314 
Contemporary Democratic Theory 


SPRING 2016 
 
Dr. Paul A. Labedz     
Telephone: (407) 582-2227    
Office Hours: TBA 
Email: Paul.Labedz@ucf.edu     
             
      
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
Study of democratic theories, emphasizing liberal democracy and its critics, elitist theories, 
participatory democracy, citizen participation, and relevance of empirical 
research to democratic theory. 
 
READINGS 
 
The following texts are assigned for this course and are available for purchase at the University 
of Central Florida bookstore: 
 
Held, David.  Models of Democracy (Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 2006) 3rd edition. 
ISBN: 0-8047-5472-1 
 
Dahl, Robert, Shapiro, Ian, and José Antonio Cheibub. The Democracy Sourcebook (Cambridge, 
MA: The MIT Press, 2003) ISBN: 0-262-54147-5 
 
 
COURSE ASSIGNMENTS 
 
• Three (3) exams      (50 points each) 
   
• Class participation      (10 points) 
 
 
EXAMINATIONS 
 
Three (3) essay-style examinations will be given throughout the semester. The first exam will 
cover reading and lecture material from part 1 of the course (see course outline below); the 
second exam will cover reading and lecture material from part 2; the third exam will cover 
reading and lecture materials from part 3. For an overview of the subjects contained within each 
of the segments/parts of the course, please consult the course outline below. Each exam is worth 
a maximum of 50 points. The dates for the exams will be announced in class and via email. 
 
 







 
GRADING 


The overall grade for the course will be based on the student’s performance on each of the above 
assignments. The maximum number of points a student can acquire is 160.  


The grading scale is based on the following point distributions: 144-160=A, 128-143=B, 112-
142=C, 96-111=D, 0-95= F.  


Grades will not be based on a curve and will reflect the quality of the work submitted.  


No extra credit opportunities will be available for this course. 


 
CLASSROOM POLICIES 
 
ATTENDANCE:  
 
Attendance is mandatory. There will be only four EXCUSED absences allowed over the course 
of the semester. Any unexcused absences will result in five points being deducted from your 
final course grade for each absence.  Attendance will be taken at the start of each class period 
and after the break during each class; therefore, it is important that you arrive to class on time. 
Should you happen to arrive late for a particular session, be sure to sign the roster after class so 
that you are not marked as absent from class. 
 
As of Fall 2014, all faculty members are required to document students' academic activity at the 
beginning of each course. In order to document that you began this course, please complete the 
following academic activity by the end of the first week of classes. Failure to do so will result in 
a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid.  
 
The assigned activity for this course requires students to access UCF webcourses and complete 
the assignment labeled “Student Data Sheet.” The completed data sheet must be submitted to the 
instructor via UCF webcourses prior to the deadline of 15 JAN 2016.  
 
 
MAKE-UP EXAMS: 
 
All students will be expected to take each of the examinations on the scheduled dates. In the 
event that a student has an excused absence on the date of the exams, he/she will have to take a 
make-up examination on a date and at a location selected by the instructor. Failure to take the 
make-up exam on the rescheduled date will result in a score of 0 for the examination. 
 
ACADEMIC HONESTY: 
 
All forms of academic dishonesty are prohibited at the University of Central Florida.  Academic 
dishonesty in any portion of your coursework (such as plagiarism on a report or cheating on an 
examination) will result, at the very least, in your being assigned a failing grade for the course. If 







you’re uncertain as to what constitutes cheating or plagiarism or if you have any other concerns 
related to academic dishonesty, be sure to discuss the matter with the instructor. “Better safe than 
sorry” is good advice in matters involving academic integrity. 
 
EXPECTED STUDENT CONDUCT: 
 
The University of Central Florida (UCF) is dedicated not only to the advancement of knowledge 
and learning but is concerned with the development of responsible personal and social conduct.  
By enrolling at UCF, a student assumes the responsibility for becoming familiar with and 
abiding by the general rules of conduct.  The primary responsibility for managing the classroom 
environment rests with the faculty.  Students who engage in any prohibited or unlawful acts that 
result in disruption of a class may be directed by the faculty member to leave the class.   
Violation of any classroom or university rules may lead to disciplinary action up to and including 
expulsion from UCF.   Disciplinary action could include being withdrawn from class, disciplinary 
warning, probation, suspension, expulsion, or other appropriate and authorized actions.   
 
 
COURSE OBJECTIVE & FORMAT: 
 
The purpose of this course is to familiarize students with some of the key concepts in the study 
of contemporary democratic theory. The course will be organized around three central themes: 
the varied meanings of democracy, the theoretical approaches to understanding democracy, and 
the institutions and practice of modern democracy. 
 
In general, the class will be conducted as a mixture of lecture and discussion and will provide the 
student with a forum to raise any questions he/she may have concerning the material covered in 
lectures and in the assigned readings. 
 
 
COURSE OUTLINE 
 
Here is a week-by-week list of topics, examination dates, and associated readings.   
 
The schedule is subject to change if certain topics prove to require more or less time. 
 
 
 
PART 1: VARIANTS OF DEMOCRACY 
 


A. Democracy as “process” 
 
Readings: Held, Chapters 1-3, pp.141-157; Dahl, et al., pp. 5-12, 29-39 


 
B. Democracy as “rights” 


 
Readings: Dahl, et al., pp. 123-133;  







 
C. Democracy as “values” 


 
Readings: Dahl, et al., pp. 157-190 


 
D. Democracy as “economics” 


 
Readings: Held, Chapter 4, pp. 172-179; Dahl, et al., 436-453 


 
 
PART 2: THE MODERN PRACTICE OF DEMOCRACY 
 
 


A. The Institutions of Democracy 
 
Readings: Dahl, et al., pp. 191-217, Chapter 5 


 
B. The Electoral Systems of Democracy 


 
Readings: Dahl, et al., Chapter 6 


 
 


PART 3: THE THEORETICAL PERSPECTIVES ON DEMOCRACY 


 
A. Pluralism 


 
Readings: Held, pp. 158-169; Dahl, et al., pp. 118-122, 207-216, 364-371 


 
B. Consociational Democracy 


 
Readings: Held, pp.158-172; Dahl, et al., pp. 142-151 


 
C. Rational Choice Theory 


 
Readings: Dahl, et al., pp. 372-380; pp. 393-397 


 
D. Participatory Democracy 


 
Readings: Held, pp. 209-216; Dahl et al., pp. 40-47 


 
E. Deliberative Democracy 


 
Readings: Held, Chapter 9, Dahl, et al., pp. 18-28 


 







I hope you enjoy the class and feel free to contact me if you have any questions. 
 
SPECIAL RULES: 
 
In accordance with state and federal law, instructors at the University of Central Florida cannot 
release information relating to the academic performance of students to persons other than the 
staff without the student’s written consent. In order for this information to be given out at request 
of a third party, the student must first sign a consent form to release their educational records.  
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Overview 
This professional development course is designed to expose graduate students 
in security studies to the practical challenges of national security policymaking 
well outside the traditional halls of academia.  Taught by a national security 
professional with experience at CIA, the White House, the Department of State, 
FBI, and the Department of Homeland Security, this course will touch upon 
important ethical challenges faced by practitioners in the field. It will also focus 
on the unique characteristics, cultures, and dynamics of the primary 
enterprises associated with US national security.  Largely taught from a 
practitioner’s view, this course is designed to expose graduate students to the 
confounding vagaries of everyday security policymaking – including its foibles 
and surprising opportunities – and allow students to contrast these lessons 
with established scholarly theories of international power.  


As a professional development seminar, this course will expose students to the 
array of US national security “players” inside and outside of Washington, 
including diplomats, military officers, policy makers, trade specialists, 
intelligence officers, congressmen, and others. Some discussions will include 
expectations for entry-level practitioners as well as opportunities and 
strategies for post-graduate employment. This seminar also will feature a 
variety of writing exercises to demonstrate the vastly different requirements 
mandated by various national security enterprises. In addition, students will 
participate in a simulated national security crisis in which they play the roles 
of intelligence analysts. 


Above all, the course aims at educating first-rate security studies scholars at 
the University of Central Florida.  The course seeks to strengthen the odds that 
students will go on in their careers to nimbly navigate between the realms of 
scholarship in the academy and of practice in and around government.  


 


Requirements 
Students are required to attend eight classes.  Each class will meet for an hour 
and a half. Students will be given either a satisfactory or an unsatisfactory 
grade based solely on class attendance and participation. Students are 
encouraged to complete the optional writing assignments, but they are 
certainly not mandatory and will not be graded. Additional information on 
writing assignments will be handed out in class. All students will be expected 
to participate in the national security crisis simulation. One credit hour will be 
awarded for the successful completion of the course.   


 


 


 


 


Required Texts 
The course has one required 
textbook.  Students should purchase 
or borrow: 
 
Kathryn Troutman and Paul Binkley, 
Student’s Federal Career Guide, 3rd 
edition, (USA: The Resume Place 
Publishing, 2013).  
 


 


Other Readings 
The course primarily relies on a variety of 
policy-relevant articles from magazines and 
journals.  These articles are selected because 
they are more likely to be consumed by 
security studies practitioners than the 
scholarly peer-reviewed journals consumed by 
political scientists.  The reading of these 
articles will give students a better sense as to 
how national security practitioners “think” 
about all-too-real national security problems. 


Web Sources 
The majority of readings are available on the 
web for easy student access.  The syllabus also 
provides web links to government agencies, 
military organizations, and think tanks.  
Students may investigate these links to get a 
firmer grasp of the types of policy-relevant 
analyses produced outside of universities.  
They may also search these websites for 
employment and career leads.  
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 Class 1:  Scholars vs. Practitioners in Security Studies 
Joseph S. Nye, Jr., “Scholars on the Sidelines,” Washington Post, 13 April 2009.  Available at 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/04/12/AR2009041202260.html  


Dana Priest and William Arkin, “A Hidden World Growing Beyond Control,” Top Secret America, The Washington Post, July 
2010. 


Kathryn Troutman and Paul Binkley, Student’s Federal Career Guide, 3rd edition, (USA: The Resume Place Publishing, 
2013).  
 
Please note: All instructors/faculty are required to document students’ academic activity at the beginning of each course. 
In order to document that you began this course, all students must complete the following academic activity by the end of 
the first week of classes or as soon as possible after adding the course. Failure to do so may result in a delay in the 
disbursement of your financial aid. The due date will be discussed in class 


• Submit to me a policy topic you are passionate about. This could be any national security or other important 
policy issue.. Upon my approval, this topic may serve as the topic of a draft Position Paper.   


 
 


 Class 2:  The Government in Practice: A View from the White House 
(Guest speaker) 


David Rothkopf, “Managing the Oval Office,” New York Times, 19 January 2013.  Available at 
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/01/20/opinion/sunday/managing-the-oval-office.html?pagewanted=all&_r=0   


Ivo Daalder and I. M. Destler, “In the Shadow of the Oval Office,” Foreign Affairs, January/February 2009.  Summary available 
at https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/63723/ivo-h-daalder-and-i-m-destler/in-the-shadow-of-the-oval-office. 


 


Class 3:  Entry-Level Realities: Supporting Government Executives 
WikiHow, How to Write a Position Paper, WikiHow to do Anything, web site. 


Writing Position Papers,  Study Guides and Strategies Website at http://www.studygs.net/wrtstr9.htm. 


Best Delegate, A Formula for the Perfect Position Paper: Solution-Oriented Research, Model United Nations Institute web site. 
 


Class 4:  Implementing Policy Outside of Washington 
(Guest speaker) 


Phil Primack, “Foreign Disservice:  Too Many Hot Spots, Too Few Seasoned Diplomats,” Tufts Magazine, Summer 2011.  
Available at http://www.tufts.edu/alumni/magazine/summer2011/features/foreign-disservice.html  


Madeline K. Albright and Richard S. Williamson (Co-Chairs), The United States and the Responsibility to Protect: From Words to 
Action (Washington, DC: United States Institute of Peace and Brookings Institution, 2013).  Available at 
http://www.brookings.edu/research/papers/2013/07/23-united-states-responsibility-protect-albright-williamson  


US Commercial Service, “Services for US Companies”, International Trade Administration, US Department of Commerce 
website. 



http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/04/12/AR2009041202260.html

http://projects.washingtonpost.com/top-secret-america/articles/a-hidden-world-growing-beyond-control/

http://www.nytimes.com/2013/01/20/opinion/sunday/managing-the-oval-office.html?pagewanted=all&_r=0

https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/63723/ivo-h-daalder-and-i-m-destler/in-the-shadow-of-the-oval-office

http://www.wikihow.com/Write-a-Position-Paper

http://www.studygs.net/wrtstr9.htm

http://www.studygs.net/wrtstr9.htm

http://bestdelegate.com/a-formula-for-the-perfect-position-paper-solution-oriented-research/

http://www.tufts.edu/alumni/magazine/summer2011/features/foreign-disservice.html

http://www.brookings.edu/research/papers/2013/07/23-united-states-responsibility-protect-albright-williamson

http://www.trade.gov/cs/services.asp
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Class 5:  Spooks and Analysts: The Influence of the Intelligence Community 
(Guest speaker) 


Robert Baer, “Wanted: Spies Unlike Us,” Foreign Policy, 1 March 2005.  Available at 
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2005/03/01/the_fp_memo_wanted_spies_unlike_us . 


Joseph Weisberg, “With Spies Like These…”, Washington Post, December 15, 2007, p. A21, 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/12/14/AR2007121401519_pf.html 


The National Intelligence Strategy of the United States of America, 2014, 
http://www.dni.gov/files/documents/2014_NIS_Publication.pdf 
 


Edward Liu, Andrew Nolan and Richard M. Thompson II, “Overview of Constitutional Challenges to NSA Collection Activities 
and Recent Developments,” Congressional Research Service, April 1, 2014, http://fas.org/sgp/crs/intel/R43459.pdf 
 


Michael Walzer, “Targeted Killing and Drone Warfare,” Dissent, 11 January 2013.  Available at 
http://www.dissentmagazine.org/online_articles/targeted-killing-and-drone-warfare  


 


Class 6:  Exercise in Intelligence Analysis 
Timothy D. Kilbourn, “A Note from an Intelligence Insider: Speaking Truth to Power,” War on the Rocks, October 23, 2014, 
http://warontherocks.com/2014/10/a-note-from-an-intelligence-insider-speaking-truth-to-power/. 
 


Marty Peterson, “What I learned in 40 Years of Doing Intelligence Analysis for US Foreign Policymakers” Studies in Intelligence, 
(vol. 55, no. 1, 2011), cia.gov.  
 


Class 7:  Supporting National Security from the Private Sector 
(Guest speaker) 


Dana Priest, and William Arkin,  Top Secret America, “Functions and Intelligence Analysis,” (Really a listing of gov’t agencies 
and private companies associated with US national security); The Washington Post, July 2010. 


Think Tanks and Civilian Societies Program, International Relations Program, University of Pennsylvania, 
http://www.gotothinktank.com 


 


Class 8:  Campaigns, Elections, and Patronage: Government Ethics in Theory and Practice 
The Hatch Act, Preventing Conflicts of Interest in the Executive Branch; The United States Office of Government Ethics. (See 
.pdf and OSC website.)  


Brief Summary of Employee Standards of Conduct, Preventing Conflicts of Interest in the Executive Branch; The United States 
Office of Government Ethics.   


John L. Helgerson, Getting to Know the Presidents: Briefing Presidential Candidates 1952-2004, CIA’s Center for the Study of 
Intelligence, US Government Printing Office, 2012.   



http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2005/03/01/the_fp_memo_wanted_spies_unlike_us

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/12/14/AR2007121401519_pf.html

http://www.dni.gov/files/documents/2014_NIS_Publication.pdf

http://fas.org/sgp/crs/intel/R43459.pdf

http://fas.org/sgp/crs/intel/R43459.pdf

http://www.dissentmagazine.org/online_articles/targeted-killing-and-drone-warfare

http://warontherocks.com/2014/10/a-note-from-an-intelligence-insider-speaking-truth-to-power/

https://www.cia.gov/library/center-for-the-study-of-intelligence/csi-publications/csi-studies/studies/vol.-55-no.-1/what-i-learned-in-40-years-of-doing-intelligence-analysis-for-us-foreign-policymakers.html

http://projects.washingtonpost.com/top-secret-america/functions/intel-analysis/

http://www.gotothinktank.com/

http://www.oge.gov/Topics/Outside-Employment-and-Activities/Political-Activities/

http://www.oge.gov/Laws-and-Regulations/Employee-Standards-of-Conduct/Employee-Standards-of-Conduct/

https://www.cia.gov/library/center-for-the-study-of-intelligence/csi-publications/books-and-monographs/getting-to-know-the-president/pdfs/U-%20Book-Getting%20to%20Know%20the%20President.pdf
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Instructor Dr. Annabelle Conroy Term: Spring 2016 
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Phone (407) 823-6025 Credits: 3 
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Monday: 2:30 PM – 5:00 PM 


Wednesday: 2:00 PM-5:00 PM 
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Classroom: ENG0224 


 
 


 


Course Overview  
 
POS2041-American National Government has been designed to provide a comprehensive 
introduction to the concepts and issues of the United States government. As such, it examines 
the structure, philosophy, accomplishments and failings of the American government. Students 
will examine and analyze why the American political system operates as it does, who wins and 
who loses in the process and why this system endures. 
 


 
 



mailto:annabelle.conroy@ucf.edu





Course Objectives  
 
The main objectives of this course are: 
1. To provide students with a comprehensive introduction to the American system of 


government. 
2. To provide students with an understanding of the ways in which the various branches of the 


government, as well as other political actors, operate in the context of the American 
political institutions and processes. 


3. To show how the main political actors and institutions have changed over time. 
4. To develop key skills required for the successful study of political science and for the 


graduate job market. 
5. To provide students with the tools to become active and engaged citizens and to have the 


ability to make informed political decisions. 
 


By the end of the course students should: 
 
1. Have a thorough knowledge of American political institutions and processes. 
2. Be able to describe and account for the ways in which the various political actors interact 


with other key actors in the American political system. 
3. Understand the role of each one of the branches of government. 
4. Grasp the ways in which the American political system has evolved over time. 
 


 


Course Prerequisites 
 
This is an introductory course and, thus, there are no prerequisites for this course. 


 


Required Texts and Materials 
 
 
Sidlow, Edward and Beth Henschen (2015): Govt7.  Seventh Edition. Boston, MA: Wadsworth 
Political Science. ISBN: ISBN-10: 1285870298 /  ISBN-13: 9781285870298 
This textbook is available for sale in paperback form at the UCF Bookstore and as an ebook but 
it can also be rented (see www.amazon.com, for example). 


 
 


 


Format of the Course 
 



http://www.amazon.com/





This course will consist of a combination of lectures, class discussions, individual research and 
short in-class writing assignments.  Each week I will post one or more questions which you 
should consider and prepare for that week's discussion.  The questions, readings and 
assignments for each week can be found on the modules for each week.  To see which module 
corresponds to each week, please consult the class schedule. 
 


 
 


Grading 
 
The final grade will be calculated on a scale of 0-100 and it will have the following components: 
 


Component Points 


Protocol Points 5 


Participation 5 


Paper and presentation (5 points each) 10 


Four Exams (20 points each) 80 


Total 100 


 


Protocol Points:  
 
Protocol points are points that are given to you at the beginning of the course and will remain 
with you as long as you observe and abide by the class protocols and the UCF student code of 
conduct.  In other words, you start off with 5 points and you will only lose some or all of them if 
you somehow violate any of the protocols set forth in the syllabus.  
 
You can lose protocol points if you do any of the following: 


1. Use rude, disrespectful, intimidating or unprofessional language in any communication 
or discussion assignment in this course.   


2. Violate the ethics standards set forth by UCF (see http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/).   
3. Repeatedly arrive late to class. 
4. Fail to turn off or turn to silent your cellphone or other electronic device during the class. 
5. Fail to observe the protocols set forth in this syllabus. 


 
 


Attendance and Participation Policy:   
 



http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/





Participation is a very important requirement of the course, since it is only by exchanging ideas 
that we can deepen our understanding of the material covered and of the different 
interpretations and possible solutions to the issues raised. Thus, students are expected to have 
done the readings before coming to class and to come prepared with any questions or issues 
they want to raise.  
 
Students are allowed 3 absences during the term unless, of course, there is a valid medical or 
emergency reason that prevents them from coming to class. If this is the case, students are 
responsible for presenting supporting documentation. Each additional absence beyond the 3 
allowed absences will be penalized by the loss of 5 points.  Please keep in mind also that 
repeated late arrivals will result in loss of attendance and participation points. 
 
Paper and Presentation Project 
The paper project will have two components: a written paper (5 points) and a presentation (5 
points).  The topics, rubric and instructions for the project are posted in Webcourses.  The 
submission dates for the project will depend on your topic and this will be assigned on a first-
come, first-served policy. 
 
Examinations 
There will be 4 examinations in this course. The final examination will be cumulative.  You must 
take all four exams. Failure to take any of the exams will result in a grade of "F" for the entire 
course. Also, please come to the exams on time.  Students who arrive after the first student to 
complete an exam has left the room, will not be permitted to take the exam.  In this case, the 
student will have to reschedule the exam since the instructor will have to make up a whole 
different exam.  
 
As with any other course, I urge you not to fall behind on the readings. Each week we will be 
covering a lot of new information and if you do not keep up, it can become overwhelming the 
day before the exam. In addition, keep in mind that the final examination will be cumulative. 
 
In case of a serious extenuating circumstance that prevents the student from taking any of the 
exams, the student is responsible for contacting the instructor before the examination. In 
addition, the student is responsible for providing valid and convincing medical documentation. 
Please note that the format of any makeup examination may be different from that administered 
to the rest of the class. 
 
 
 
Please take note of the following course stipulations: 


• There will be no extra credit assignments.   







• Late assignments will not be accepted unless valid medical documentation is presented 
and only when arrangements have been made before the due date.  Make-up 
assignments will have a different format than those assigned to the rest of the class. 


• Make sure to check the “Grades” section in Webcourses often. Please be aware that no 
grade will be changed 2 weeks after the grade for a particular assignment has been 
posted. 


• If you have a particular concern about a grade received, you need to make an 
appointment with me and bring specific points which you wish to address. Keep in mind 
that if you ask me to read the disputed assignment/test again, your grade may go up or 
down. 


• Please do come and see me if you are having trouble understanding a topic or concept. 
Also, I encourage you to ask questions during class if something is not clear. 


 
The grade distribution for the course will be as follows: 
 


Points Letter Grade 


93-100 A   


90-92 A- 


87-89 B+ 


83-86 B   


80-82 B- 


77-79 C+ 


73-76 C 


70-72 C- 


67-69 D+ 


63-66 D 


60-62 D- 


0-59 F 


 
In general, grades for each assignment will appear one week after the submission deadline.  
Mistakes can be made while entering the grades, so you are responsible for monitoring your 
grades and making sure that they are accurate.  You have two weeks after the grades are posted 
to challenge or request a correction to your grades.  After this time, grades become final.   
 







If you wish to challenge your grade you must make an appointment with the professor and 
present the evidence to show that your grade is incorrect.  Keep in mind that if a review has to 
be made of your grade, the grade can go up or down depending on the review. 
 


Grade Dissemination 
 


Graded tests and materials in this course will be returned individually only by request. You can 
access your scores at any time by logging into your course through Webcourses. Please note 
that scores returned mid-semester are unofficial grades.  


Grades of "Incomplete":  
 


The current university policy concerning incomplete grades will be followed in this course. 
Incomplete grades are given only in situations where unexpected emergencies prevent a 
student from completing the course and the remaining work can be completed the next 
semester. Your instructor is the final authority on whether you qualify for an incomplete. 
Incomplete work must be finished by the end of the subsequent semester or the “I” will 
automatically be recorded as an “F” on your transcript. 


 
 


Course Policies: Technology and Media 
 
Webcourses: Webcourses is an online course management system (accessed 
through my.ucf.edu and then the "Online Course Tools" tab) which will be used as a medium for 
turning in assignments and a forum for communicating with your professor. The Webcourses 
site will have up-to-date information on topics, class assignments, schedule and so on.  In 
addition, each class module will include useful tools for exam preparation and to add to the 
material presented in class.  My recommendation is to check Webcourses regularly for updates. 
 
Email: In this class our official mode of communication is through email located inside 
Webcourses. All communication between student and instructor and between student and 
student should be respectful and professional. It is the student's responsibility to check 
Webcourses frequently. You may also wish to create a Knight's Email account 
at www.knightsemail.ucf.edu for separate official communication from the university. If for any 
reason you cannot log into Webcourses, you may use my office email address which is: 
Annabelle.conroy@ucf.edu.  You may also call or come to my office (information provided 
above). 
 
Electronic devices: Laptops, tablets and cell phones may not be used during class.  Please make 
sure that they are all either turned off or set to “silent” during class. A violation of this request 
may result in loss of protocol points. 
 


 



http://my.ucf.edu/

http://www.knightsemail.ucf.edu/

mailto:Annabelle.conroy@ucf.edu





Course Policies: Student Expectations 
 
Diversity and Inclusion:   The University of Central Florida considers the diversity of its 
students, faculty, and staff to be a strength and critical to its educational mission. UCF expects 
every member of the university community to contribute to an inclusive and respectful culture 
for all in its classrooms, work environments, and at campus events. Dimensions of diversity can 
include sex, race, age, national origin, ethnicity, gender identity and expression, intellectual and 
physical ability, sexual orientation, income, faith and non-faith perspectives, socio-economic 
class, political ideology, education, primary language, family status, military experience, 
cognitive style, and communication style. The individual intersection of these experiences and 
characteristics must be valued in our community. 
 
Title IX prohibits sex discrimination, including sexual misconduct, sexual violence, sexual 
harassment, and retaliation. If you or someone you know has been harassed or assaulted, you 
can find resources available to support the victim, including confidential resources and 
information concerning reporting options 
at www.shield.ucf.edu and http://cares.sdes.ucf.edu/. 
 
If there are aspects of the design, instruction, and/or experiences within this course that result 
in barriers to your inclusion or accurate assessment of achievement, please notify the instructor 
as soon as possible and/or contact Student Accessibility Services. 


 
Disability Access: The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable 
accommodations for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats 
upon request. Students who need accommodations must be registered with Student Disability 
Services, Ferrell Commons Room 185, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-
2116, before requesting accommodations from the professor. 
 
Professionalism Policy:  Per university policy and classroom etiquette; mobile phones, iPods, 
etc. must be silenced during all classroom and lab lectures. Those not heeding this rule will be 
asked to leave the classroom/lab immediately so as to not disrupt the learning environment 
and will lose protocol points. Please arrive on time for all class meetings. Students who 
habitually disturb the class by talking, arriving late, etc., and have been warned may suffer a 
reduction in their final class grade.  
 
Academic Conduct Policy: Academic dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated. If you are 
uncertain as to what constitutes academic dishonesty, please consult The Golden Rule, the 
University of Central Florida's Student Handbook (http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/) for 
further details.  As in all University courses, The Golden Rule Rules of Conduct will be applied.  
Violations of these rules will result in a record of the infraction being placed in your file and 
receiving a zero on the work in question AT A MINIMUM.  At the instructor’s discretion, you 
may also receive a failing grade for the course.  Confirmation of such incidents can also result in 
expulsion from the University 
 



http://www.shield.ucf.edu/

http://cares.sdes.ucf.edu/





Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating:  UCF faculty members have a responsibility for 
your education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to prevent unethical behavior and 
when necessary respond to infringements of academic integrity. Penalties can include a failing 
grade in an assignment or in the course, suspension or expulsion from the university, and/or a 
"Z Designation" on a student's official transcript indicating academic dishonesty, where the final 
grade for this course will be preceded by the letter Z. For more information about the Z 
Designation, see http://z.ucf.edu/. 
 
University Writing Center: The University Writing Center (UWC) is a free resource for UCF 
undergraduates and graduates. At the UWC, a trained writing consultant will work individually 
with you on anything you're writing (in or out of class), at any point in the writing process from 
brainstorming to editing. Appointments are recommended, but not required. For more 
information or to make an appointment, visit the UWC website at http://www.uwc.ucf.edu, 
stop by MOD 608, or call 407.823.2197. 


 
Religious Observances: Students who anticipate the necessity of being absent from class due to 
the observation of a major religious observance must provide notice of the date(s) to the 
instructor, in writing, by the second week of class.  If any assignment falls on a day in which you 
observe a religious holiday, it is your responsibility to notify the instructor by the end of the 
second week of class.  In addition, it is your responsibility to make alternative arrangements for 
completing that particular assignment. 
 
 
 
 
 
Make sure you read the syllabus in its entirety before proceeding with 
the course. By proceeding with the course, you are implicitly agreeing 
to be bound by all the conditions set forth in the syllabus. 
  



http://z.ucf.edu/





Course Schedule 
 


Date Topic Assignments/Notes 
 


 
Part I: The Foundations of the American System 


 
Week 1:    1/11  America in the Twenty-First Century Complete Module  1 
Week 2:    1/18* The Constitution Complete Module  2 
Week 3:    1/25  Federalism Complete Module  3 
 


Part II: Liberties and Rights 
 
Week 4:    2/1 Civil Liberties Complete Module  4 
Week 5:    2/8 Civil Rights Complete Module  5 


First Exam: Friday, 
2/12 


 
Part III: The Politics of Democracy 


 
Week 6:    2/15 Interest Groups and Political Parties Complete Module  6 
Week 7:    2/22 Public Opinion and Voting Complete Module  7 
Week 8:    2/29 Campaigns,  Elections and the Media Complete Module  8 


Second Exam: Friday, 
3/4 


Week 9:    3/7 SPRING BREAK Complete Module  9 
 


Part IV: Institutions 
 
Week 10:  3/14 Congress Complete Module  10 
Week 11:  3/21 The Presidency Complete Module  11 
Week 12:  3/28 The Bureaucracy Complete Module  12 
Week 13:  4/4 The Judiciary Complete Module  13 


Third Exam: Friday, 
4/8 


 
Part V: Public Policy 


 
Week 14:   4/11 Domestic Policy Complete Module  14 
Week 15:  4/18 Foreign Policy Complete Module 15 
Week 16: 4/25 Review Complete Module 16 







Week 17:   5/2 
 


 
Final Exam Week 


Final Exam: Friday, 
April 29, 2016 
7:00 AM – 9:50 AM 
Exam will be in the 
usual classroom.   


 
* No school on Monday, January 18 (Martin Luther King Day) 
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INR2002.0W58 IR Theory & Practice  


 Spring 2016 Syllabus  
 


Instructor Contact 


Instructor  Dr. Joseph Paul Vasquez, III  


Office  305D Howard Philips Hall (main Political Science suite) 


Office 
Hours 


Tuesday 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM & Noon - 1:00 PM 
Wednesdays 12:00 PM - 4:00 PM    
Thursday 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM & Noon - 1:00 PM & by appointment


Phone  407-823-3329 


E-mail  paul.vasquez@ucf.ed 


 


Course Information 


Course Name  International Relations Theory & Practice  


Course ID & Section INR 2002.0W58 


Credit Hours  3 credit hours  


Semester/Year  Spring 2016 


Time & Location Not applicable, online  


 


Course Description 


There are a lot of countries out there.  In fact the world is full of them!  In this 
course we will examine factors that influence the behavior of states and other 
international actors.  We will begin by reviewing some important events in world 
history and explore the issue of globalization today.  Second, we will delve into 
issues related to war, peace and international security.  Our study of these topics 
will focus on issues related to power politics among states and some alternative 
perspectives.  Specifically, we will consider phenomenon such as foreign policy, 
military force and terrorism.  In the final half of the course, we will examine issues 
related to international political economy, international organizations and human 
rights, the gap between rich and poor countries and global environmental 
challenges.  In a curricular sense, this course can be used to satisfy Basic Core 
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Requirements for IGS Majors or the Area B requirement for students majoring in 
Political Science.     
Prerequisite:  ENC 1102 or consent of the instructor. 
Note:  This course provides a good foundation for students planning to take INR 
4603 to help satisfy the Advanced Core Requirements for the IGS Major or the 
Area C requirement for student majoring in Political Science.   


Course Objectives 


 Objective One:  help students understand trends and developments in the 
practice of international relations as well as major theoretical perspectives 
and insights offered by political scientists 


 Objective Two: help students understand the influence of international 
relations on their own lives     


 Objective Three: help students to improve their skills in the realm of critical 
thinking and written communication     


Required Text and Materials 


 Joshua S. Goldstein and Jon C. Pevehouse. 2013. International Relations. 
Brief 6th edition (2013-2014 update). New York:  Pearson Longman (either in 
hardcopy or E-text) 


 Also, you will need access to MyPoliSciLab online (www.mypoliscilab.com), 
which includes: practice tests, multimedia activities, especially simulations 
and videos that will be assigned, and other resources to reinforce your 
understanding of the book. To register and gain access to these resources, 
please watch the video linked below, which was created by a helpful 
Pearson representative.  She will show and explain how to register for the 
course and purchase access if you did not purchase an access code with 
your hardcopy.  If you have not purchased the book in hardcopy, she will 
show you how you can choose to purchase the E-text along with the access 
code.  Note: The course ID # you should register with is not the one 
mentioned in the video, but vasquez50674.  Also, the information that will 
appear in the “Your Course” box on the “Register—Create an Account” 
screen will be slightly different from what appears in the video linked below.      


Here’s the video link:   


http://screencast-o-matic.com/watch/c2jThBnN6t  


and below is the MyPoliSciLab website.  


http://www.pearsonmylabandmastering.com/northamerica/mypoliscilab/  
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Course Requirements and Grade Table  


A B C D E 
Assignments % of 


Final 
Grade 


Assignment Scores*  Assignment 
Score = 
column B x 
column C 


Open/Due Date


Quizzes & 
Information 
Literacy 
Tutorial 


15   See the schedule 
below  


Discussion 
posts 


10   See the schedule 
below 


Midterm 
Exam 


25   Feb. 29    9 AM  
&  
March 2  9 AM 


Paper   20   Apr. 11   9 AM  
Final Exam 30   Apr. 28    9  AM 


to              
Apr. 30    9 AM 


Total  100% Add Column D to 
estimate grade 


  


* Add grades for each type of assignment and divide by the number of grades for 
this task, except for discussion post grades which should be added.   


Very Important Note: Because Canvas’ gradebook is incapable of doing the 
kind of sophisticated weighting scheme I am using, you should not rely on 
gradebook in Canvas for what it reports as your final course grade. Instead you 
should take the grades for particular assignments and plug them into the grade 
table on the previous page and do the calculations accordingly.  If assignments 
are not yet completed and you are trying to estimate your current course grade 
during the semester, divide your total for column D by the percentage of the final 
grade that has been completed. For example, if you have done everything except 
the final exam, divide your total for column D by 70 since you have only 
completed the assignments equal to 70% of your course grade.  


Quizzes and Information Literacy Tutorial Assessment: These will usually 
include one online multiple choice quiz with one correct answer for each 
question.  These quizzes will usually cover substantive information from each 
module covering any assigned courses materials, including course readings, 
video assignments, simulations from MyPoliSciLab, etc.  Before Module 6 
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concludes you will also be expected to complete the UCF Online Information 
Literacy tutorial “Avoiding Plagiarism Using Chicago Manual of Style, 16th 
Edition” and the assessment included in it, which will be counted as a separate 
quiz.  That tutorial should help to improve course paper grades above what they 
would be otherwise and help avoid instances of plagiarism.  If you take the 
assessment associated with it twice, you will receive the average of your two 
scores.    


 Important Note:  All faculty members are required by UCF to document 
students' academic activity at the beginning of each course. In order to document 
that you began this course, you should complete a graded syllabus quiz that is 
ideally due by 11:59 on Friday, January 15 or as soon as possible for those who 
add the course late.  Failure to do so will result in a zero for the assignment and 
a delay in the disbursement of any financial aid (this is a new UCF policy and 
beyond my control).  To do this task, go to the myUCF portal (https://my.ucf.edu) 
and select the Webcourses@UCF button on the left side of the screen.  Log in 
with your NID and NID password, then access the course by selecting it in the 
"Courses" dropdown menu at the top of the page.  From the course homepage, 
click on the Assignments tab to left, then click on Syllabus quiz, complete the 
quiz and submit.     


Discussion Posts: During each module you are expected to make two (2) kinds 
of online posts to students in groups that you will automatically be assigned to at 
the end of the first week of the semester:  an initial response post and a follow-up 
post for each of the eight (8) course modules we will be covering.  Thus, you will 
receive a total of 8 grades for discussion posts across the course of the 
semester.  Initial posts are worth nine (9) points and follow-up posts are worth 
four (4) points for a total of 13 points per module.  These will be graded following 
the rubric criteria, which everyone should read carefully, which can be found in 
the Syllabus section under the Modules tab on our courses’ website on 
Webcourses@UCF.  The total points you can accumulate for discussion posts 
will be aggregated in accord with the table posted below.     


Type of Post Number “graded”  x 
point value 


Total points   


Initial responses  8 x 9= 72 
Follow-up responses 8 x 4 =  32 
Total Points  8 x 13=  104 


 
Timing:  Traffic jams are frustrating whether they are on I-4 or online.  Since 
students are expected to make initial posts and follow-up (or reply) posts to an 
initial post made by another student for each module, it is important that 
everyone not wait until the last minute to make their initial post.  Thus, students 
will be penalized by two points for initial posts if they wait until the day and time 
listed under “Deadline for initial posts partial credit,” which falls at 9:00 AM on the 
last Saturday of each module.  Keep in mind that even though new modules do 
not open until Mondays, you may want to read ahead to facilitate posting early.     
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Discussion Posting Schedule 
Module 
#  


discussion board 
opens at 9:00 


AM on Monday 
(except for 1st 


Module when its 
Saturday) 


9:00 AM 
Friday  


 deadline for 
initial posts for 


full credit 


9:00 AM 
Saturday 


deadline for 
initial posts  


partial credit 


9:00 AM  
Monday deadline 


for follow-up 
posts to be 
completed 


1 Jan. 16 Jan. 22 Jan. 23 Jan. 25 
2 Jan. 25 Jan. 29 Jan. 30 Feb. 1 
3 Feb. 1 Feb. 12 Feb. 13 Feb. 15 
4 Feb. 15 Feb. 26 Feb. 27 Feb. 29 
5 Feb. 29 March 11  March 12 March 14 
6 March 14 March 25 March 26 March 28 
7 March 28 April 8  April 9  April 11 
8 April 11 April 22 April 23  April 25 


Midterm Exam and Final Exam: Multiple choice exams will be administered 
after Module 4 and Module 8.  The final exam will be cumulative to the extent that 
it will cover some material from the midterm exam, but it will be much more 
heavily weighted to cover material following the midterm exam.  Students tend to 
do less well on their short paper than other assignments such as the exams so 
you should not only invest serious time and effort in crafting your papers, but also 
do the very best you can on other assignments such as the exams if you want 
high marks at the end of the semester.     


Short paper:  For this assignment you will write a short reflection paper (with 
both at least 1,000 words of text and between 5 and 6 pages, not including your 
title page) on one of the assigned course simulations.  For these papers, you 
should: 1) briefly describe the simulation, 2) apply concepts covered in the 
particular chapter for which the simulation was assigned to different elements 
within the simulation, 3) discuss what knowledge or greater understanding you 
gained from doing the simulation, and 4) critique the simulation by explaining in 
what regard it was unrealistic or how it could have been made more enlightening 
(not merely more entertaining). Papers should use 11-point font, double-spacing 
and 1 inch margins.              


This assignment will be graded in accord with the following distribution of credit.   
 
Mechanics of writing                  20% 
Application of concepts                  40% 
Clear and logical analysis (in addressing the 4 tasks of the paper)           30% 
Organization of paper                  10% 
                  100% 
 
Please note that mechanical elements of writing including, but not limited to 
proper spelling, grammar, punctuation, etc. are all important components of 
formal writing such as a college paper. Typically most students lose points on 
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papers for me because of mechanical flaws in their writing, so take steps to 
minimize those kinds of flaws in your work.  Poor performance in this regard 
could lower your paper grade by as much as 20 points, so take steps to avoid 
this eventuality.  Sound writing skills will help you not only when applying for 
jobs or further educational opportunities, but once you secure those 
opportunities.  Also, please consult the section below on academic dishonesty 
for details on how to avoid plagiarism.  Since all papers will be about the 
simulations, it is not necessary that you cite them in your paper.  For our 
purposes, we will treat them as common knowledge in a research paper.  
However, if you quote directly from the online simulation text, quote directly 
from another source or borrow ideas from other sources, or refer to facts that 
are not common knowledge or included in the simulations, they must be cited.                 


Missed Assignments/Make-Ups/No Extra Credit:  Quizzes are due by dates 
outlined in the syllabus and may not be made-up.  Make-up exams may be given 
without penalty in instances when students have a verifiable medical, funeral, or 
official UCF excuse.  When no such excuse exists students will be allowed to 
take exams late, but they will be penalized by the number of points missed by the 
student who performed worst during the regular exam period out of fairness to all 
students who took the exam on time and to discourage cheating.  Late papers 
will be penalized 10% for each full calendar day they are late, up to as much as 
30%.  I do not plan to offer extra credit for this course, so please insure that you 
direct your energies accordingly.    


Evaluation and Grading 


The grading scale for this course is listed below.  For more details on the 
evaluation criteria, see the specific tasks listed under Course Requirements.   


Letter Grade  Points  


A  93 – 100 points 


A-  90 – 92 points  


B+  87 – 89 points  


B  83 – 86 points  


B-  80 – 82 points  


C+  77 – 79 points  


C  73 – 76 points  


C-  70 – 72 points  


D+  67 – 69 points  


D  63 – 66 points  
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D-  60 – 62 points  


F  59 and below  


 


Communicating with the Instructor Online:  This document was created to 
empower you to answer many questions on your own as responsible and 
maturing learners.  If you have questions that are not answered by this 
document, do not hesitate to contact the instructor by email.  However, if you 
email questions that are easily answered within this document, do not be 
surprised if you get a reply encouraging you to “Keep calm and read your 
syllabus.”     Communicate online with the instructor using either his UCF email 
address (Paul.Vasquez@ucf.edu) or using the email feature within Webcourses 
rather than replying to postings under the Announcements tab, as he can 
respond to emails much more quickly.  Check the class announcements in 
Webcourses several times each week for any changes or updates.     


Academic Honesty 


Do not cheat as this clearly violates the UCF Golden Rule Student Handbook 
and violates several aspects of the UCF Creed.  Your work must be your own. 
Cheating can come in different forms, including plagiarism.  Plagiarism in its most 
blatant form is when writers use other people's words or ideas and do not give 
them credit.  Since you should complete the UCF Online Information Literacy 
tutorial “Avoiding Plagiarism Using Chicago Manual of Style, 16th Edition during 
Module 6,” you should be clear about my expectations for your term papers.  Use 
parenthetical citations with authors names, year and page numbers (when 
appropriate) in your discussion posts to give credit for direct quotes, paraphrased 
quotes, or borrowed ideas. Feel free to discuss readings and ideas with fellow 
students, but if you use their ideas, please reference them accordingly. Do not 
copy or use papers or sections of papers from the web or other sources.  Not 
only do I assume that all students in this class could write a better term paper 
than the junk sold on the Internet, but I also use Turnitin.com to help determine 
paper originality. If I determine that there has been an instance of unambiguous 
academic dishonesty in the course, I will inform you of my concern and report the 
violation to Office of Student Rights and Responsibilities.  At the end of the 
semester, a letter grade of Z, indicating academic dishonesty, will precede the 
letter grade earned.  For more information about the Z grades and the process 
for appealing such a finding, please consult the following website: 
http://integrity.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade.  Particular assignments on which 
unambiguous cheating occurs will be penalized with an F (0 points).       


Copyright 


This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video 
clips, images, text materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the 
Fair Use doctrine in order to enhance the learning environment. Please do not 
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copy, duplicate, download or distribute these items. The use of these materials is 
strictly reserved for this online classroom environment and your use only. All 
copyright materials are credited to the copyright holder. 


Third-Party Software and FERPA 


During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services 
and/or software applications sometimes called third-party software such as a 
blog or wiki. While some of these could be required assignments, you need not 
make any personally identifying information on a public site. Do not post or 
provide any private information about yourself or your classmates. Where 
appropriate you may use a pseudonym or nickname. Some written assignments 
posted publicly may require personal reflection/comments, but the assignments 
will not require you to disclose any personally identity-sensitive information. If you 
have any concerns about this, please contact your instructor.	


Academic Support Services 


Student Academic Resource Center (SARC) (Phillips Hall, Room 113/ (407) 823-
5130):  If you have trouble succeeding in this class and comprehending the 
material, you might benefit from contacting this office for assistance with 
improving your study skills.  


UCF Counseling Center (Building #27/ (407) 823-2811):  Students experiencing 
challenges, including, but by no means limited to stress, anxiety, or depression, 
that are hindering their ability to be the best they can be should contact this office 
for help. There is absolutely no shame in getting help so that you can attempt to 
live up to your true potential.   


Disability Statement:  The University of Central Florida is committed to providing 
reasonable accommodations for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus is 
available in alternate formats upon request. Students with disabilities who need 
accommodations in this course must contact the professor at the beginning of the 
semester to discuss needed accommodations. No accommodations will be 
provided until the student has met with the professor to request 
accommodations. Students who need accommodations must be registered with 
Student Disability Services, Student Resource Center Room 132, phone (407) 
823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting 
accommodations from the professor. 


University Writing Center:  The University Writing Center (UWC) offers writing 
support to UCF students from first-year to graduate in every discipline. Trained 
peer consultants provide help at every stage of the writing process, including 
understanding assignments, researching, drafting, revising, incorporating 
sources, and learning to proofread and edit. The UWC’s purpose is not merely to 
fix papers or to make better writers, but to teach writers’ strategies to navigate 
complex situations for writing, both in and outside the University. Consultations 
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are available for individuals and small groups. To make the best use of the UWC, 
visit far enough before your due dates to allow yourself time to revise after your 
consultation, browse the writing resources on our website, and arrange a regular 
weekly appointment if you’d like long-term help. You may schedule a 45-minute 
appointment by phone or by using the TutorTrac scheduler on our website; walk-
in consultations are also available. The main location is in Colbourn 105 with 
satellite locations in the Main Library, Rosen Library & Online.  They can be 
reached at 407-823-2197 or http://uwc.cah.ucf.edu/. In addition, the UWC seeks 
graduate and undergraduate tutors from all majors; contact the UWC to learn 
more about peer writing consulting and ENC 4275/5276: Theory & Practice of 
Tutoring Writing, our three-credit tutor-education course. 


Schedule	for	International	Relations	(IR)	Theory	and	Practice		
 


Topic Assignments 
Open & 


close  dates 
Open & 


close times 


Syllabus  Syllabus Quiz  Jan. 11–  
Jan. 15 or 
ASAP 


9 AM 
&  
11:59 AM (or 
ASAP for late 
enrollees) 


Module 1:  Introduction  to IR 


Chapter 1. The Globalization of 
International Relations 


Discussion 
Quiz 
 


Jan. 11-  
Jan. 25    


9 AM  
&  
9 AM 


Module 2: Realism  


Chapter 2. Realist Theories  


Discussion 
Quiz 
  


Jan. 25-  
Feb. 1  


9 AM  
&  
9 AM  


Module 3: Liberalism 


Chapter 3. Liberal and Social Theories


Discussion 
Quiz 
  


Feb. 1- 
Feb. 15  


9 AM  
&  
9 AM  


Module 4:  Violent Conflict     


Chapter 4. Conflict, War and Terrorism


Discussion 
Quiz   
  


Feb. 15- 
Feb. 29  


9 AM  
&   
9 AM 


  Midterm Exam  
 


Feb. 29- 
March 2  


9 AM  
&  
9 AM 


Module 5:  Trade and Finance 


Chapter 5. Trade and Finance  


Discussion 
Quiz   
 


Feb. 29 - 
March 14  


9 AM   
&  
9 AM 
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Module 6:  Global Governance 


Chapter 6. International Organizations, 
Law and Human Rights  


Discussion 
Quiz 
Information 
Literacy 
Tutorial  


March 14- 
March 28   


9 AM   
&  
9 AM 


Module 7:  North-South 
Relations  


Chapter 7. North-South Relations 


Discussion 
Quiz 
Paper due   


March 28- 
April 11  


9 AM   
&  
9 AM 


Module 8:  The Global 
Environment    


Chapter 8. Environment and Technology 


Discussion  
Quiz  
 


April 11-  
April 25     


9 AM   
&  
9 AM   


 Final Exam April 28-  
April 30  


9 AM 
to              
9 AM 


 


Other	important	Dates:	
Event   Date


Drop/swap deadline  Thursday, Jan. 14, 11:59 P.M. 
Add deadline  Friday, Jan. 15, 11:59 P.M. 
Withdrawal deadline  Tuesday, March 23, 11:59 P.M.  


General	procedures	for	each	module	(more	details	will	be	
provided	with	each	module	as	it	is	released)	


Required	Activities/Assignments:	
1.  Text:   Read and take notes over the assigned reading. 


 


2. Online Materials:  Do the assigned online assignments, including watching the 


instructor videos. 


 
3. Discussion posting:  


a. You will be given questions related to the required activities for each 


module that you will need to answer in the form of a discussion post to a 


particular discussion group to which you will be automatically be 


assigned at the beginning of the semester.  To do this, go to the 


Discussions Tab in the course navigation menu and post your answers to 
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the questions for the appropriate module as denoted on the schedule 


above (for more detailed guidance on this process, please see the 


Discussion Postings Participation Protocol and Grading Rubric) . 


b. Typically, you will be able to start on this assignment as of 9:00 A.M., on 


the first Monday in each module, and initial posts must be completed by 


9:00 A.M., on the last Saturday of the module.  Please note, however, 


that discussion groups will not be determined until after the 


drops/swap/add deadline, which means that it will be impossible to post 


discussion posts for the first module until 9:00 A.M on Saturday, January 


16.    


c. Take note that everyone must post a follow‐up response to at least one 


other student by the end time for the assignment in to receive credit for 


doing a reply, which is why everyone must make their initial post before 


9:00 A.M. on the final Saturday during each module.  To post your 


response, go to the Discussions Tab in the course navigation menu and 


post your response to one of the answers from a fellow classmate in your 


discussion group that has not already been the subject of a reply for the 


blog title that corresponds to the topic of each module (for more detailed 


guidance on this process, please see the Discussion Postings 


Participation Protocol and Grading Rubric).  Usually you will be able to 


start on this assignment once one of your group members has posted an 


answer (that has not already been replied to by another member of your 


group) after 9:00 A.M., on the first Monday of a new module and it must 


be completed by 9:00 A.M., on the Monday that ends each module.  


Remember, however, that discussion groups will not be determined until 


after the drops/swap/add deadline available, which means that it will be 


impossible to post discussion posts for the first module until 9:00 A.M. on 


Saturday, January 16. 


   


4. Quiz: Go to the Quizzes Tab and complete the quiz for each module between 


9:00 A.M., on the first Monday of each module and 9:00 A.M., on the last 


Monday of each module.  This quiz is based on topics related to this module’s 


content.   You have one attempt to complete this quiz, which is usually open for 


15 minutes.    








 
 


 


POS2041– American National Government 
 


Department of Political Science 
College of Sciences, University of Central Florida 


Syllabus 
 


Instructor Information Course Information 


Instructor Dr. Annabelle Conroy Term: Spring 2016 


Office: HPH302R Section: 0603 


Phone (407) 823-6025 Credits: 3 


E-mail annabelle.conroy@ucf.edu  
Class Time: Mondays, Wednesdays 


and Fridays 


8:30am-9:20am 


Office hours: 


Monday: 2:30 PM – 5:00 PM 


Wednesday: 2:00 PM-5:00 PM 


Or by appointment 


Classroom: BIO 0212 


 
 


 


Course Overview  
 
POS2041-American National Government has been designed to provide a comprehensive 
introduction to the concepts and issues of the United States government. As such, it examines 
the structure, philosophy, accomplishments and failings of the American government. Students 
will examine and analyze why the American political system operates as it does, who wins and 
who loses in the process and why this system endures. 
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Course Objectives  
 
The main objectives of this course are: 
1. To provide students with a comprehensive introduction to the American system of 


government. 
2. To provide students with an understanding of the ways in which the various branches of the 


government, as well as other political actors, operate in the context of the American 
political institutions and processes. 


3. To show how the main political actors and institutions have changed over time. 
4. To develop key skills required for the successful study of political science and for the 


graduate job market. 
5. To provide students with the tools to become active and engaged citizens and to have the 


ability to make informed political decisions. 
 


By the end of the course students should: 
 
1. Have a thorough knowledge of American political institutions and processes. 
2. Be able to describe and account for the ways in which the various political actors interact 


with other key actors in the American political system. 
3. Understand the role of each one of the branches of government. 
4. Grasp the ways in which the American political system has evolved over time. 
 


 


Course Prerequisites 
 
This is an introductory course and, thus, there are no prerequisites for this course. 


 


Required Texts and Materials 
 
 
Sidlow, Edward and Beth Henschen (2015): Govt7.  Seventh Edition. Boston, MA: Wadsworth 
Political Science. ISBN: ISBN-10: 1285870298 /  ISBN-13: 9781285870298 
This textbook is available for sale in paperback form at the UCF Bookstore and as an ebook but 
it can also be rented (see www.amazon.com, for example). 


 
 


 


Format of the Course 
 



http://www.amazon.com/





This course will consist of a combination of lectures, class discussions, individual research and 
short in-class writing assignments.  Each week I will post one or more questions which you 
should consider and prepare for that week's discussion.  The questions, readings and 
assignments for each week can be found on the modules for each week.  To see which module 
corresponds to each week, please consult the class schedule. 
 


 
 


Grading 
 
The final grade will be calculated on a scale of 0-100 and it will have the following components: 
 


Component Points 


Protocol Points 5 


Participation 5 


Paper and presentation (5 points each) 10 


Four Exams (20 points each) 80 


Total 100 


 


Protocol Points:  
 
Protocol points are points that are given to you at the beginning of the course and will remain 
with you as long as you observe and abide by the class protocols and the UCF student code of 
conduct.  In other words, you start off with 5 points and you will only lose some or all of them if 
you somehow violate any of the protocols set forth in the syllabus.  
 
You can lose protocol points if you do any of the following: 


1. Use rude, disrespectful, intimidating or unprofessional language in any communication 
or discussion assignment in this course.   


2. Violate the ethics standards set forth by UCF (see http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/).   
3. Repeatedly arrive late to class. 
4. Fail to turn off or turn to silent your cellphone or other electronic device during the class. 
5. Fail to observe the protocols set forth in this syllabus. 


 
 


Attendance and Participation Policy:   
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Participation is a very important requirement of the course, since it is only by exchanging ideas 
that we can deepen our understanding of the material covered and of the different 
interpretations and possible solutions to the issues raised. Thus, students are expected to have 
done the readings before coming to class and to come prepared with any questions or issues 
they want to raise.  
 
Students are allowed 3 absences during the term unless, of course, there is a valid medical or 
emergency reason that prevents them from coming to class. If this is the case, students are 
responsible for presenting supporting documentation. Each additional absence beyond the 3 
allowed absences will be penalized by the loss of 5 points.  Please keep in mind also that 
repeated late arrivals will result in loss of attendance and participation points. 
 
Paper and Presentation Project 
The paper project will have two components: a written paper (5 points) and a presentation (5 
points).  The topics, rubric and instructions for the project are posted in Webcourses.  The 
submission dates for the project will depend on your topic and this will be assigned on a first-
come, first-served policy. 
 
Examinations 
There will be 4 examinations in this course. The final examination will be cumulative.  You must 
take all four exams. Failure to take any of the exams will result in a grade of "F" for the entire 
course. Also, please come to the exams on time.  Students who arrive after the first student to 
complete an exam has left the room, will not be permitted to take the exam.  In this case, the 
student will have to reschedule the exam since the instructor will have to make up a whole 
different exam.  
 
As with any other course, I urge you not to fall behind on the readings. Each week we will be 
covering a lot of new information and if you do not keep up, it can become overwhelming the 
day before the exam. In addition, keep in mind that the final examination will be cumulative. 
 
In case of a serious extenuating circumstance that prevents the student from taking any of the 
exams, the student is responsible for contacting the instructor before the examination. In 
addition, the student is responsible for providing valid and convincing medical documentation. 
Please note that the format of any makeup examination may be different from that administered 
to the rest of the class. 
 
 
 
Please take note of the following course stipulations: 


• There will be no extra credit assignments.   







• Late assignments will not be accepted unless valid medical documentation is presented 
and only when arrangements have been made before the due date.  Make-up 
assignments will have a different format than those assigned to the rest of the class. 


• Make sure to check the “Grades” section in Webcourses often. Please be aware that no 
grade will be changed 2 weeks after the grade for a particular assignment has been 
posted. 


• If you have a particular concern about a grade received, you need to make an 
appointment with me and bring specific points which you wish to address. Keep in mind 
that if you ask me to read the disputed assignment/test again, your grade may go up or 
down. 


• Please do come and see me if you are having trouble understanding a topic or concept. 
Also, I encourage you to ask questions during class if something is not clear. 


 
The grade distribution for the course will be as follows: 
 


Points Letter Grade 


93-100 A   


90-92 A- 


87-89 B+ 


83-86 B   


80-82 B- 


77-79 C+ 


73-76 C 


70-72 C- 


67-69 D+ 


63-66 D 


60-62 D- 


0-59 F 


 
In general, grades for each assignment will appear one week after the submission deadline.  
Mistakes can be made while entering the grades, so you are responsible for monitoring your 
grades and making sure that they are accurate.  You have two weeks after the grades are posted 
to challenge or request a correction to your grades.  After this time, grades become final.   
 







If you wish to challenge your grade you must make an appointment with the professor and 
present the evidence to show that your grade is incorrect.  Keep in mind that if a review has to 
be made of your grade, the grade can go up or down depending on the review. 
 


Grade Dissemination 
 


Graded tests and materials in this course will be returned individually only by request. You can 
access your scores at any time by logging into your course through Webcourses. Please note 
that scores returned mid-semester are unofficial grades.  


Grades of "Incomplete":  
 


The current university policy concerning incomplete grades will be followed in this course. 
Incomplete grades are given only in situations where unexpected emergencies prevent a 
student from completing the course and the remaining work can be completed the next 
semester. Your instructor is the final authority on whether you qualify for an incomplete. 
Incomplete work must be finished by the end of the subsequent semester or the “I” will 
automatically be recorded as an “F” on your transcript. 


 
 


Course Policies: Technology and Media 
 
Webcourses: Webcourses is an online course management system (accessed 
through my.ucf.edu and then the "Online Course Tools" tab) which will be used as a medium for 
turning in assignments and a forum for communicating with your professor. The Webcourses 
site will have up-to-date information on topics, class assignments, schedule and so on.  In 
addition, each class module will include useful tools for exam preparation and to add to the 
material presented in class.  My recommendation is to check Webcourses regularly for updates. 
 
Email: In this class our official mode of communication is through email located inside 
Webcourses. All communication between student and instructor and between student and 
student should be respectful and professional. It is the student's responsibility to check 
Webcourses frequently. You may also wish to create a Knight's Email account 
at www.knightsemail.ucf.edu for separate official communication from the university. If for any 
reason you cannot log into Webcourses, you may use my office email address which is: 
Annabelle.conroy@ucf.edu.  You may also call or come to my office (information provided 
above). 
 
Electronic devices: Laptops, tablets and cell phones may not be used during class.  Please make 
sure that they are all either turned off or set to “silent” during class. A violation of this request 
may result in loss of protocol points. 
 


 



http://my.ucf.edu/
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Course Policies: Student Expectations 
 
Diversity and Inclusion:   The University of Central Florida considers the diversity of its 
students, faculty, and staff to be a strength and critical to its educational mission. UCF expects 
every member of the university community to contribute to an inclusive and respectful culture 
for all in its classrooms, work environments, and at campus events. Dimensions of diversity can 
include sex, race, age, national origin, ethnicity, gender identity and expression, intellectual and 
physical ability, sexual orientation, income, faith and non-faith perspectives, socio-economic 
class, political ideology, education, primary language, family status, military experience, 
cognitive style, and communication style. The individual intersection of these experiences and 
characteristics must be valued in our community. 
 
Title IX prohibits sex discrimination, including sexual misconduct, sexual violence, sexual 
harassment, and retaliation. If you or someone you know has been harassed or assaulted, you 
can find resources available to support the victim, including confidential resources and 
information concerning reporting options 
at www.shield.ucf.edu and http://cares.sdes.ucf.edu/. 
 
If there are aspects of the design, instruction, and/or experiences within this course that result 
in barriers to your inclusion or accurate assessment of achievement, please notify the instructor 
as soon as possible and/or contact Student Accessibility Services. 


 
Disability Access: The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable 
accommodations for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats 
upon request. Students who need accommodations must be registered with Student Disability 
Services, Ferrell Commons Room 185, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-
2116, before requesting accommodations from the professor. 
 
Professionalism Policy:  Per university policy and classroom etiquette; mobile phones, iPods, 
etc. must be silenced during all classroom and lab lectures. Those not heeding this rule will be 
asked to leave the classroom/lab immediately so as to not disrupt the learning environment 
and will lose protocol points. Please arrive on time for all class meetings. Students who 
habitually disturb the class by talking, arriving late, etc., and have been warned may suffer a 
reduction in their final class grade.  
 
Academic Conduct Policy: Academic dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated. If you are 
uncertain as to what constitutes academic dishonesty, please consult The Golden Rule, the 
University of Central Florida's Student Handbook (http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/) for 
further details.  As in all University courses, The Golden Rule Rules of Conduct will be applied.  
Violations of these rules will result in a record of the infraction being placed in your file and 
receiving a zero on the work in question AT A MINIMUM.  At the instructor’s discretion, you 
may also receive a failing grade for the course.  Confirmation of such incidents can also result in 
expulsion from the University 
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Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating:  UCF faculty members have a responsibility for 
your education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to prevent unethical behavior and 
when necessary respond to infringements of academic integrity. Penalties can include a failing 
grade in an assignment or in the course, suspension or expulsion from the university, and/or a 
"Z Designation" on a student's official transcript indicating academic dishonesty, where the final 
grade for this course will be preceded by the letter Z. For more information about the Z 
Designation, see http://z.ucf.edu/. 
 
University Writing Center: The University Writing Center (UWC) is a free resource for UCF 
undergraduates and graduates. At the UWC, a trained writing consultant will work individually 
with you on anything you're writing (in or out of class), at any point in the writing process from 
brainstorming to editing. Appointments are recommended, but not required. For more 
information or to make an appointment, visit the UWC website at http://www.uwc.ucf.edu, 
stop by MOD 608, or call 407.823.2197. 


 
Religious Observances: Students who anticipate the necessity of being absent from class due to 
the observation of a major religious observance must provide notice of the date(s) to the 
instructor, in writing, by the second week of class.  If any assignment falls on a day in which you 
observe a religious holiday, it is your responsibility to notify the instructor by the end of the 
second week of class.  In addition, it is your responsibility to make alternative arrangements for 
completing that particular assignment. 
 
 
 
 
 
Make sure you read the syllabus in its entirety before proceeding with 
the course. By proceeding with the course, you are implicitly agreeing 
to be bound by all the conditions set forth in the syllabus. 
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Course Schedule 
 


Date Topic Assignments/Notes 
 


 
Part I: The Foundations of the American System 


 
Week 1:    1/11  America in the Twenty-First Century Complete Module  1 
Week 2:    1/18* The Constitution Complete Module  2 
Week 3:    1/25  Federalism Complete Module  3 
 


Part II: Liberties and Rights 
 
Week 4:    2/1 Civil Liberties Complete Module  4 
Week 5:    2/8 Civil Rights Complete Module  5 


First Exam: Friday, 
2/12 


 
Part III: The Politics of Democracy 


 
Week 6:    2/15 Interest Groups and Political Parties Complete Module  6 
Week 7:    2/22 Public Opinion and Voting Complete Module  7 
Week 8:    2/29 Campaigns,  Elections and the Media Complete Module  8 


Second Exam: Friday, 
3/4 


Week 9:    3/7 SPRING BREAK Complete Module  9 
 


Part IV: Institutions 
 
Week 10:  3/14 Congress Complete Module  10 
Week 11:  3/21 The Presidency Complete Module  11 
Week 12:  3/28 The Bureaucracy Complete Module  12 
Week 13:  4/4 The Judiciary Complete Module  13 


Third Exam: Friday, 
4/8 


 
Part V: Public Policy 


 
Week 14:   4/11 Domestic Policy Complete Module  14 
Week 15:  4/18 Foreign Policy Complete Module 15 
Week 16: 4/25 Review Complete Module 16 







Week 17:   5/2 
 


 
Final Exam Week 


Final Exam: 
Wednesday, May 4, 
2016 
7:00 AM – 9:50 AM 
Exam will be in the 
usual classroom.   


 
* No school on Monday, January 18 (Martin Luther King Day) 
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INR 3016: Department of Political Science 


 COURSE SYLLABUS 


Spring 2016 


*Course is Online Only* 


Webcourses@UCF will be used as the medium for all aspects of this course. 


   


Welcome! 


I am your instructor Michael Mousseau. John Stuart Mill summarizes my teaching 
philosophy perfectly: "Good learning," to paraphrase him in On Liberty, "is the search for 
truth; it is about confronting new ideas, exposing dogmas, forcing people to challenge 
themselves and confront their own biases" (http://talkingpointsmemo.com/cafe/higher-
education-following-k-12-failed-policy (Links to an external site). 


I therefore embrace challenges and critical thinking. Having a perpetually-open mind is 
the hallmark of a good life, and essential for a good student. You must be prepared to 
have many of your starting assumptions and worldviews challenged in this course. 
Relish the challenge! 


Because I care about learning rather than the ability to memorize facts, to assess your 
progress my open-book exam questions are largely aimed at testing your 
understanding of the subject matter. Those who prepare by memorizing passages of the 
materials and details, rather than thinking about the larger picture and seeking to 
understand different views of cause and effect, will not succeed in this course. If you are 
uncomfortable with my approach, do not take this or any course with me. But if you 
want to genuinely learn about the world, and gain knowledge and insight for a lifetime, 
then you have come to the right place. 


Send me an email or see me if any issue arises. I hope you have as much fun in this class 
as I always do. 


  







   
 
 


Global Political Issues - 2 
 


University Course Catalog Description. Current global political topics from political 
development and income gap to gender issues and environmental challenges. 


Course Overview. Topics include how the world works, global inequality, conflict in the 
Middle East, Islamist terrorism, the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, climate 
change, terrorism and anti-Americanism, global warming, great power relations, and 
human rights. 


Course Objectives. Achieve an accurate and in-depth understanding of global political 
issues. By the end of this course students will be able to think logically and 
knowledgeably regarding global social and economic processes and research and write 
on global political issues.  


Course Prerequisites. POS 2041 (American National Government) or C.I. 


Course Credits. 3 hours. 


Required Texts and Materials 


• CQ Researcher Editors. 2014. Global Issues. Congressional Quarterly. 
• Joseph E. Stiglitz. 2007. Making Globalization Work. W. W. Norton & Company. 


Office Hours: Tuesdays 1:00 to 2:00 & Thursdays 3:30 to 5:30. 


Evaluation 


• Four open-book quizzes, one for each module, 75% 
• Participation in debate, 5% 
• Paper, 20% 


 
 


Course Outline 
 


January 11 
–   


February 8 


  
Module 1: How the World Works 
Instructor’s Presentation. 
QUIZ #1 open 24 hours February 8. 
DEBATE open February 1 to 7.  
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February 9 
– March 14 


 Module 2: Issues in Global Political Economy 
Instructor’s Presentation. 
Readings (see Canvas) 
QUIZ #2 open 24 hours March 14. 


 
March 15 
 – April 4 


 Module 3: The Middle East, Islamist Terrorism, and Weapons 
Proliferation 
Instructor’s Presentation. 
Readings (see Canvas) 
QUIZ #3 open 24 hours April 4. 


 
April 5 


 – April 25 
 Module 4: Great Power Relations, Climate Change, and Human 
Rights 
Instructor’s Presentation. 
Readings (see Canvas) 
QUIZ #4 open 24 hours April 25. 


 
April 27 


 
 Paper Due 


April 29 
 


 Optional Re-take of One Quiz 
There is no final exam. 
 


 
 
How to Do Well on the Quizzes 
 
Quiz Rules and Structure 


1. When to Take. There are eight quizzes during the semester, one for each module. 
Quizzes are open from 00:01 AM to 11:59 PM on the days they are due, always on a 
Monday. 


2. To help you prepare for the quizzes, in each module you will find a file “Instructor’s 
Sense of the Readings”. 


3. Style. Questions are short-answer essays; opened-ended questions. 
4. Cumulative. While the quizzes are focused on each module, the content may be 


cumulative from prior modules. 
5. You get a re-take! There is no final exam, but during the final examination period 


you have the option of re-taking any one quiz to increase your grade. Includes any 
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quiz missed for any reason. Warning: your retake can result in a lowering of your 
grade. 


6. Make-up Policy. No make-up quizzes are given, since you have the option of re-
taking one quiz. If you missed more than one quiz your only option for a make-up is 
the provision of a documented serious health or family issue. 


7. Beware that once you start a quiz you have to complete it within the time allowed. 
You cannot close a quiz and open it again later. 


 


You Grade Your Own Quizzes! 


Here is how it works: After you take your quiz my assistant and I identify correct 
and partially-correct answers, report your tentative grades, and post the answers 
we were looking for 48 hours. During this period your job is to check your 
answers against our expected ones. For any answer you did not get 100, you have 
48 hours to send us a message in Canvas with the heading, “quiz X, question 
X_your name” (for instance “quiz 1, question 4, Mousseau”) and we will check it 
carefully. Please explain why you think your answer may deserve a higher grade. 
 
Pay attention to chat! No one should think that I have predetermined the 
answers to all questions. Good students come up with possible answers 
professors may not have thought of. So I am always open to discussing these 
with students. In some cases I may share this discussion on the course chat, 
because sometimes really good ideas come from students and it is worth sharing 
them. Also, and this is key, by going on chat everyone gets a chance to see what 
credit is being given out for, and notify me if they may also deserve this credit. In 
my experience students often have good and insightful ideas and chat is a good 
place to share these, or explain why an answer that might seem right is not (I 
keep the identity of the students confidential of course). 
 
 


The Grading is Inherently Fair! 
 


For each question I assign a minimum grade, up to 55, to facilitate a curve up to 
an 82 (so grades on incorrect answers will range from 0 to 55). This means the 
grading is inherently fair, since each question has a minimum value determined 
largely by the difficulty of the question, and students are not unfairly penalized 
for very difficult ones. That is, easy questions (those where most students manage 
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high marks) will have lower minimums, sometimes 0; harder questions will have 
higher minimums, up to 55. Some implications: 


 
o If you do poorly on just a small number of questions, your grade will not 


be too negatively impacted, since you will get some minimum value. That 
is, you can earn a high grade in this course as long as you do well on most 
questions most of the time.  


o Inversely, if you do poorly consistently, you will get a very low grade or 
possibly fail, since the maximum minimum grade for an incorrect answer is 
55, and failing is 59 or less. 


o I have full trust that students do not share questions with other students 
after taking the quizzes. For the small number of you who may be inclined 
to think about violating this special trust and acting dishonorably, 
remember that with this system violating this trust will do you harm (since 
it will cause a lowering of the minimum grade). 


 


 
Quiz Tips 
 
1. Short-answer questions are design foremost to assess student understanding of the 


material, in contrast to memorization of it. So the best way to prepare for the quizzes 
is to understand the point of each lecture or reading passage, and memorize 
nothing. We can draw the analogy with math: we know that 2 + 2 = 4 not because 
we memorized it, but because we understand the rules of math. In this class, aim to 
understand the points, arguments, and insights of the various materials. 


2. To prepare, you should highlight important passages in the readings and take 
lecture notes by hand. After each reading or lecture section, stop and summarize 
what has been covered and think about it. What does it mean towards 
understanding the world? What are the implications for other readings and lectures 
in this course?  


3. Before you take a quiz, you might summarize each reading or lecture section, each 
on a separate paper, and have the papers in front of you. Be prepared to think about 
the materials (not copy-paste them); think about each in relation to the others. 


4. My favorite questions require students to apply one reading or lecture to another. 
For instance, if there was an article on Bernie Sanders, I might ask what Stiglitz would 
say about it. If you understand Stiglitz and the article on Bernie Sanders, rather than 
memorized them, you will be able to construct a good answer. If you just 
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memorized, you will not be able to answer the question because there is no Stiglitz 
statement on Sanders for which you can cut-paste. 


5. Because I ask thought-style questions, there are often multiple possible right 
answers and, for each right answer, multiple ways of expressing it. My assistant and I 
read each answer very carefully to glean student intent; we do not simply look for, or 
credit, key words or phrases. So it helps if your answer is well written, and you go 
right to the point with clarity using your own words. 


6. If you are not sure of an answer but are aware of the material and have some idea, 
feel free to express that you are not sure, and what you are thinking and why. I am 
more than willing to give value to thinking and something learned from class that 
may be halfway there, or more. Of course, this is no license to make things up, or just 
throw in whatever you can and hope something sticks.  


7. I deeply discount content that is not informed from the course material. I call it my 
‘kindergarten’ rule: if the answer could have been written without any knowledge of 
course material, the student gets a zero. So be sure to indicate awareness of the 
material 


8. Going into a quiz with understanding only some of the material may not be enough: 
since you never know what will be asked, to perform well you will need to know all of 
the material in the module. 


9. These are open book exams. This means copying passages in the book or lectures 
into your exam answers will earn you a grade of ZERO.  


10. As a rule, any answer that is not universally understandable is not an adequate 
answer.  For instance, ‘Why do trees have leaves’? The answer ‘for photosynthesis’ is 
not a universally understandable explanation; I do not care if it is verbatim from the 
material. The answer ‘the leaves convert sunlight into carbon dioxide that trees need 
to grow’ is a universally understandable explanation, so it indicates you understand 
the material. 


11. If you really know the answer to a question, own it by putting it in your own words 
and explaining it. To make your answer clear, it is often a good idea to make up new 
examples or apply analogies. 
 


 
The Debate 
 
The debate takes place during Module 1, February 1 to 7. To earn full credit, your 
first participation must be no later than February 3. This way others may have a chance 
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to respond to your contribution. After reading below, you can start at Debate: Is the U.S. 
an Imperial Power?.    


Relevance of the Debate Topic  


In my experience students are surprised to learn in Module 1 the core distinctions of 
“imperial” versus “normal” trade, and that the global “normal” trading system we have 
today is essentially a creation of the U.S. after WWII. As you know by Module 1 in this 
course, “normal” trade means that tariff rates are equal between nations, whereas 
“imperial” trade means the stronger state imposes unfair tariff rates on the weaker one. 
Normal trade also implies the principles of *reciprocity* (that nations treat each other 
equally in trade and investment rules) and *self-determination* (that nations have the 
right to determine their own tariff rates as with all other foreign policies).  


I believe many students are surprised to learn that the U.S. does not engage in imperial 
trade, and that the global economy is based on normal trade largely because the U.S. 
made it so after WWII. I think there are three reasons for this. First, many students often 
assume that the U.S. threatens or uses force against other nations to obtain unequal 
tariff rates in its favor. If you are one of those making this assumption, I offer this 
challenge: find one case in history where this has happened. If you find one, bring it into 
the debate and let’s scrutinize it.  


A second reason students may be surprised that a professor questions whether the U.S. 
is “imperial” is because they may be aware of the many times the U.S. has used force 
against other nations, some of these in secret. However, *and this is the important part*: 
the use of force does not imply violations of normal trade rules and self-determination. 
A nation can use force for a host of reasons, including security motivations.  


A third and final reason students may be surprised by the idea that the U.S. may not be 
imperial is because many instructors (and thousands of books and articles) present 
students with the multiple cases of U.S. uses of force against other nations, and then 
strongly imply from these cases that the use of force was for reasons of economic 
imperialism. The key word here is “imply”: I offer that most of these instructors and 
literatures fail to submit documented evidence; they usually just push students to 
deduce from use of force to ‘therefore imperialist’, as if the latter immediately follows 
from the former. This is wrong. My view is that students must be encouraged to think 
for themselves. This is the point of this debate!  



https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1169893/discussion_topics/3524415

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1169893/discussion_topics/3524415
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How to Approach the Debate 


To make this debate a success, it is very important that we adopt a working definition 
of “imperialism” and stick to it throughout. For reasons that should be clear from 
Module 1, a nation is "imperial" if it has a pattern of violating the spirit of the global 
norms of (state) self-determination by seeking to impose, either with military force, 
covert intervention, or economic pressure, its will on the domestic political processes of 
a nation for the purpose of obtaining unfair (unequal) trade privileges, special benefits 
for its corporations, its preferred economic and social order, or simply to take stuff (like 
oil).  


In this way, establishing imperialism is like establishing guilt in a criminal act, 
determined not by behavior but by intentions. As in a court of law, intentions cannot be 
seen, they can only be inferred. So what is the best inference to draw on U.S. intentions 
in world politics? Intelligent inferences draw on all the evidence, cases of interventions 
and cases of non-interventions, and seek to identify common patterns across all cases. 
Does the U.S. have a pattern of using force and obtaining unfair trading privileges 
afterwards? Do alternative explanations offer better explanations for U.S. uses of force?   


Assessment 


Includes quality as well as quantity of contributions. Quality is indicated by the student’s 
apparent awareness of the material, relevance of points to the topic at hand, and 
thoughtfulness of contributions. You must avoid:  


1. Simply arguing that the U.S. is either good or bad. This is not the issue! 
2. Simply arguing that the U.S. is either selfish or altruistic. We can safely assume all 


nations pursue their interests as they see them; the U.S. should be no different. At 
issue is how a nation perceives its interest. 


3. Opinion without facts or argument. 
4. Unsupported assertions. If you make a factual statement that is crucial and 


controversial, document your source. 
5. Failing to stick with the class definition of imperialism. Maybe a better term could be 


‘economic imperialism’. 
6. Arguing that U.S. largely supports democracy and human rights or, the opposite, 


that the U.S. largely supports repressive dictatorships. There are plenty of cases to 
support both arguments, and neither is relevant to the issue at hand, since the issue 
is U.S. motivation. 


7. Giving one’s own theory of the world or U.S. foreign policy. 
8. Stream of consciousness dribble.  
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Everybody knows my view: I do not believe the U.S. is imperial. But I am not imposing 
this: I want to convince you by argument. One can finish the debate and still not be so 
convinced, but still get an A-grade because he or she contributed well with reasoned 
arguments and facts.  


Given that my view is known, one way to start the debate is to encourage responses to 
the following challenge: when in history has the U.S. ever sought to impose, either with 
military force, covert intervention, or economic pressure, its will on the domestic political 
processes of a nation for the purpose of either:  


1. Obtaining unfair (unequal) trade privileges. 
2. Special benefits for its corporations. 
3. Imposing its preferred economic and social order. 
4. Taking stuff (like oil)  


Another way to start the debate is to identify a case, or set of cases, where the U.S. 
could have acted imperially if it wanted to, but did not. Either way, we have two ways to 
start, from which students can contribute documentation and add cases, etc. Also, 
anyone can start a thread any way they wish.   


Debate Errors to Avoid  


1. The fallacy of the hasty generalization. Steve may eat a cookie, but that does not 
mean he always eats cookies. One or a few U.S. acts of imperialism in its two-
hundred-plus year history does not mean the U.S. is an imperial nation. At issue is 
whether these acts represent normal, or close to normal, U.S. foreign policy. So 
documenting cases of possible U.S. imperialism are very helpful and encouraged, but 
should be noted as inconclusive. Documented patterns of U.S. acts that seem 
imperial pose much stronger evidence that the U.S. is an imperial power.  


2. The fallacy of selected evidence. We cannot show that Steve always eats cookies by 
documenting those occasions when he eats them. It could be he eats them rarely, 
and we will not see that unless we look at the totality of the evidence – when he eats 
other things too. What we need is a record of is all of Steve’s meals, to see if cookies 
are his normal, or most common meal. A convincing argument that the U.S. is 
imperial must address the times that the U.S. did not act in an imperial manner, yet 
should have if it was imperial.  


3. The fallacy of ad hominem, attacking the person rather than his or her argument.  
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4. The straw man fallacy: changing or exaggerating an opponent’s argument to make 
it easier to attack.  


5. Burden of proof reversal: imposing the burden of proof onto the side that is 
questioning the claim.  


6. The bandwagon fallacy: the claim that because a premise is popular, it must be true. 
In this debate this sometimes appears with the statement that there is a great deal 
of literature that calls the U.S. imperial, and there is deep anti-American sentiment in 
many countries. In fact, most of the literature fails to define what they mean by 
“imperialism” and calls the U.S. imperial because of its wars and interventions 
abroad, not whether the U.S. goal was imperial, and the existence of anti-
Americanism does not mean the U.S. is imperial.  


7. Other  


• Do not reference things that are not universally-known without explaining them. 
• Try to avoid drama and jargon. 
• Please refrain from giving yes/no answers to debate questions. If you have 


something to say, make your argument instead. 
• Occasional grammar, punctuation or spelling errors are acceptable, but we can also 


try to avoid them by copying and pasting the text into Microsoft Word, and pasting 
it back to the posting area. 


• Sometimes someone may respond to an argument in a way a way that can be 
interpreted as offensive, even if no offense was intended. This is because in chat we 
cannot communicate with our faces. Let’s try to avoid these mishaps by generously 
adding smiley faces if that expresses how we would look if we were talking in 
person, and not saying what we were going to say if it does not. Another tip: if a 
comment angers you and you want to respond, first write your response in Word, 
and then wait an hour or a day before reading it again. Later on you may be glad 
you did not send that nasty note! 


 
Term Paper 
 
Try to answer one of the questions below, drawing on material (research) beyond that 
assigned in class. Begin by introducing the issue, followed by an overview of the 
historical context, followed by the arguments of various sides. You need not conclude 
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with your own opinion, or explicitly develop a thesis, but a well-written paper usually has 
some unifying theme which links the front and back ends. Expected length is 2000 
(minimum) to 3,000 (maximum) words, excluding the bibliography.  
 


Security Issues 
• Should we fear a rising China? 
• Is Russia a rogue state? A “rogue” state is one that violates international 


norms and laws. 
• Should the US be doing more to protect Ukraine from Russia? 
• Should the US be doing more to contain or destroy ISIS? 
• Should Iran be allowed to have nuclear weapons? 
• Should North Korea be allowed to have nuclear weapons? 
• Should the US recognize a united Jerusalem as the capital of Israel? 
• Should the US “withdrawal” from the Middle East by stopping all economic 


and military aid to all nations there, including Israel? 
• What can Israel do to prevent Hamas rocket attacks, other than attack 


Gaza? 
• Why does the US spy on its allies?  
• What is preventing peace in the Middle East? Research and identify the 


specific peace positions of the three parties of the Israel-Palestinian 
conflict: Israel, the Palestinian Authority, and Hamas. Try to pinpoint the 
specific issues blocking a peace.  


• Should the U.S. reduce its ties with Saudi Arabia? 
 
Economic Issues 


• Are US bilateral trade agreements imperial? Use the definition of 
imperialism as meant in the class debate. 


• Should there be international law regulating multi-national corporations? 
• Should there be international law limiting the size of multi-national 


corporations? 
• Should the US increase/decrease its foreign aid? 
• As a global currency should the IMF replace the dollar with an international 


currency? 
 


Environmental Issues 
• Should there be a global carbon tax? 
• Do lower trade barriers harm the environment? 
• Should there be a global environmental standard enforced by the WTO?   
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• Are the Koch brothers a threat to global warming? 
 
Human Rights Issues 


• Is there enough protection for women’s rights in international human rights 
law? 


• Is there enough protection for indigenous rights under international human 
rights law? 


• Is there enough protection for gay and lesbian rights in international 
human rights law? 


• Is the US use of enhanced interrogation methods torture, as defined in 
international law? 


• Does US detention without trial of suspected terrorists in Guantanamo Bay 
violate international law? 


 
Choose whatever topic you want: it is ok if another student is doing the same topic 
(though papers on common topics will be scrutinized for similarities). You can also feel 
free to develop your own paper topic, but if you do so I must approve it before you 
proceed. 


 
Balanced Analysis. Be sure to construct a balanced analysis, meaning one that tries to 
present all sides of the issue. Balanced does not mean treating everyone as equally right: 
science and evidence resolves factual issues, and someone who has a fact wrong must 
be called on it (e.g., the claim that humans do not cause global warming is largely not 
justified in light of evidence). In addition, theories that lack empirical support, but are 
widely believed and advocated, are really myths and should be treated as such rather 
than scientific views (e.g., the Laffer Curve, the claim that lower taxes causes economic 
growth and results in no loss of tax revenue).   
 
Sources. Use the library! Best sources are academic journals; for documented facts 
newspapers are fine. Book sources, weeklies, and other less-academic sources are less 
reliable but doable. Note that if an important factual claim is not primary sourced 
(meaning a newspaper article or government document is cited), then the writer may be 
merely citing somebody else who is making the statement of fact, and that secondary 
source could be making things up. So if the factual claim is highly crucial and 
controversial, you will need to look up the secondary source and see if that source cites 
a primary source for the claim, and keep going until you reach a primary source or a 
dead end. I did this once and established that there is no evidence for the US 
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government carrying out a military coup in Bolivia in the 1960s, even as there are a lot 
of people citing each other as sources claiming it happened. 
 
Paper Grading Rubric  
 


1. Structure  20% 
 a. Did paper begin by introducing the topic (as instructed below)? 5% 
 b. Was introduction followed by an overview of historical context? 5% 


 a. Was overview followed by the arguments for all the principal 
sides? 5% 


 b. Did the paper end with a conclusion? 5% 
2. Quality of introduction? 10% 
3. Quality of overview? 10% 
4. Quality of research beyond the class readings? 10% 
5. Quality of conclusion? 10% 
6. Coverage of all major sides of the issue in a balanced way? 10% 
7. Substantive quality of opposing arguments? 10% 
8. Grammar 10% 
9. Paper rules followed?  10% 


 
**Note: Improper citation indicates plagiarism and can result in a zero grade. 


 
 
Paper Rules  
 


1. For references and citations procedures, you must use the APSA Style 
Manual sections on citations and references. Every entry in the 
reference/bibliography section should be referenced in the text. When 
referring to specific material in a document, your citation should identify the 
specific pages of the material. For example, "Spruyt (1994) argues that 
variation in the nature of trade helps account for the emergence of different 
political units in late medieval Europe" should read "Spruyt (1994:63-7) 
argues that variation in the nature of trade helps account for the emergence 
of different political units in late medieval Europe." 
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2. Your first page should contain each of the following, starting at the top 
and each starting a new line, centered, as follows: 


The Title In 16-Point Font  
Your name 
The date 


“Prepared for submission to 
INR 3016 Global Political Issues, Spring 2016” 


Word count XXXX 
After some white space, your text may begin.  


3. Turn your paper in using turnitin.com at Canvas. With Turnitin I will receive 
a report that states if and how another author’s work was used in the 
assignment. For a more detailed look at this process, visit  
http://www.turnitin.com. 


4. For heading style, you must use the APSA Style Manual examples on 
page 12. All good papers are organized into sections with primary 
headings, and maybe subsections with secondary headings, and sometimes 
even subsections of a subsection with tertiary headings. The use of 
headings is up to the writer; their purpose is to let the reader know where 
they are in the reading (the major sections of the paper should be explained 
in the introduction). To inform the reader where h/she is in a paper, primary, 
secondary, and tertiary headings should be distinguishable. 


6. Do not cite Wikipedia. Instead you should use the library’s extensive 
resources. If you are not familiar with using the library, please ask for 
assistance from the library's personnel, take workshops provided by the 
library, or visit the library's website (http://library.ucf.edu/). Knowing how to 
do research is an essential part of a liberal arts degree and being a part of 
this world. 


7. Print one sheet per page, 1.15-space your pages using 1-inch margins, 
12-point Palatino Linotype font, aligned left. This includes footnotes and 
the main text. If you are using a word processing program other than Word, 
try to find a font close to Palatino Linotype. 


8. Number your pages. 
 9. Use Microsoft Word’s “paragraph keep with next” function to keep headings 


from appearing at the bottom of pages with no following text. 
10. Use 0.3 inch tabs, no space between paragraphs, and do not indent first 


paragraph in a section. 
11. Make sure your paper looks nice and clean! 



http://www.turnitin.com/

http://library.ucf.edu/
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Writing Tips 
 


1. Start early in the semester! A good paper is re-drafted multiple times.  
2. A good paper uses multiple sources. 
3. Write in an active prose. For instance, “This paper argues . . .” or “I argue . . 


“ are far better than “In this paper, I will argue. . .” 
4. Do not write as if talking to your instructor. For instance, do not write: “In 


my literature review, I mainly focus . . .”  
5. Don’t use jargon or catch phrases, like “play the democracy card.” All words 


and sentences must be universally understandable; if they are not then you 
must explain them.  


6. Avoid rhetorical questions unless you answer them. 
7. All good papers of more than several pages are divided into appropriate 


sections clearly marked with headings and, if appropriate, sub-headings.  
8. The introduction is not a place to fill space and be cute. The purpose of the 


introduction is to draw interest (why does the topic matter?), identify the 
purpose of the paper and the conclusions drawn, and outline the paper 
structure. 


9. In the conclusion section you should summarize the highlights of your 
paper.  


10. Most good paragraphs start with a sentence that captures the main point 
of the paragraph. The rest of the paragraph explicates the main point; try 
to end with a sentence that summarizes it.  


11. Paragraphs over two-hundred and fifty words (excluding footnotes) are 
often too long.  


12. Make generous use of examples to illustrate your points. Analogies too 
may be helpful. 


13. Once you think you have it right, do something else for few days. After 
that, at your next reading you may be amazed at how incomprehensible 
parts of your paper are. A good paper is re-drafted dozens of times, with 
some gaps in time between some drafts.  


14. You may save time and produce a better paper by first outlining it, and 
then outlining each section. Then, stick to this outline.  


15. The University Writing Center (UWC) offers writing support to UCF students 
from first-year to graduate in every discipline. Trained peer consultants 
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provide help at every stage of the writing process, including understanding 
assignments, researching, drafting, revising, incorporating sources, and 
learning to proofread and edit. The UWC’s purpose is not merely to fix 
papers or to make better writers, but to teach writers strategies to navigate 
complex situations for writing, both in and outside the University. 
Consultations are available for individuals and small groups. To make the 
best use of the UWC, visit far enough before your due date to allow 
yourself time to revise after your consultation, browse the writing resources 
on our website, and arrange a regular weekly appointment if you’d like 
long-term help. You may schedule a 45-minute appointment by phone or 
by using the TutorTrac scheduler on our website; walk-in consultations are 
also available. In addition, the UWC seeks graduate and undergraduate 
tutors from all majors; contact the UWC to learn more about peer writing 
consulting and ENC 4275/5276: Theory & Practice of Tutoring Writing, our 
three-credit tutor-education course. 


 University Writing Center 
Colbourn 105 
Satellite Locations: Main Library, Rosen Library & Online 
407-823-2197 
http://uwc.ucf.edu/ 
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Course Policies 
 


Technical Resources 


• UCF’s Learning Online website provides information about Support Services and resources available 
for distance learners (e.g., UCF Service Desk, UCF Computer Store, and campus computer labs). 


• Online@UCF Support provides technical support for students taking online courses at UCF. 
• Knights Online: Resources specific for online students including Webcourses@UCF tutorials. 


Notifications  


Each semester, review your Notification settings to make sure you receive course 
information in a timely manner. Use this notification guide to make adjustments.  


Interaction Guidelines 


Many of the "rules of the road" that apply to conversations also apply to the use 
of interactive tools used in this course. Use the following conventions when interacting 
with the instructor and fellow students: 


1. While using synchronous tools, such as chat and conferences, be located in a quiet, private 
environment.  This will help you stay clear of disturbances. 


2. If you want to send a personal message to the instructor or to another student, 
use conversations rather than the discussions (see Conversations). 


3. Be patient. Don’t expect an immediate response when you post to a discussion. 
4. Respect each other’s ideas, feelings and experience. 
5. Be courteous and considerate. It is important to be honest and to express yourself freely, but being 


considerate of others is just as important and expected online, as it is in the classroom. 
6. Explore disagreements and support assertions with data and evidence. 
7. Be sure to post discussions in the appropriate discussion topic. 
8. Do not use postings such as "I agree," "I don’t know either," "Who cares," or "ditto." They do not add 


to the discussion, take up space on the Discussions, and will not be counted for assignment credit. 
9. Avoid posting large blocks of text. If you must, break them into paragraphs and use a space between 


paragraphs. 
10. During a discussion assignment, deadlines for posting to and replying will be specified with each 


assignment. It is a good practice to always check the discussions tool multiple times during the week. 



http://learn.ucf.edu/

http://learn.ucf.edu/support/support-services/

http://learn.ucf.edu/support/

http://learn.ucf.edu/knights-online/

http://guides.instructure.com/s/2204/m/4144/l/45879-how-do-i-change-my-notification-preferences-in-canvas
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Viruses and Redundancy 


A virus can spell disaster. Your use of a reputable anti-virus program is a requirement for 
participation in this course. AVG is a great, free antivirus program. Malwarebytes is a 
great anti-malware program 


Back up your files using Microsoft Skydrive through Knightsmail. Technical issues can 
and will happen. These problems do occur and are really inconvenient, however, they 
are not a valid excuse for failing to get your work in on time. Store your documents 
using skydrive to minimize the impact of such events. 


Make-up Exam Policy. No make-ups are given. Exceptions are allowed only in extreme 
circumstances. 


Grade Dissemination. Graded tests and materials in this course will be returned 
individually only by request. You can access your scores at any time using the Grade 
Book function of Canvas. Please note that scores returned mid-semester are unofficial 
grades. 


Grading Scale (%) 


94-100  A 
90-93    A- 
87-89    B+ 
84-86    B 
80-83    B- 
77-79    C+ 
74-76    C 
70-73    C- 
67-69    D+ 
64-66    D 
60-63    D- 
0 - 59   F 


Late Work Policy. Papers turned in late will be assessed a penalty: a half-letter grade if 
it is one day late, or a full-letter grade for 2-3 days late. Essays will not be accepted if 
overdue by more than three days, or if turned in less than five days before the end of 
the semester. 


Extra Credit Policy. To be fair to everyone, there is no extra credit available. 



http://free.avg.com/us-en/homepage

http://www.malwarebytes.org/

https://publishing.ucf.edu/sites/itr/cst/Documents/service%20desk/Knights%20Email%20-%20Outlook%20Web%20App%20-%20Sky%20Drive.pdf
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Incompletes. The current university policy concerning incomplete grades will be 
followed in this course. Incomplete grades are given only in situations where 
unexpected emergencies prevent a student from completing the course and the 
remaining work can be completed the next semester. Your instructor is the final 
authority on whether you qualify for an incomplete. Incomplete work must be finished 
by the end of the subsequent semester or the “I” will automatically be recorded as an 
“F” on your transcript. 


Curve Policy. No curve. You are competing only with yourself. 


Communication with Instructor Policy. In this class our official mode of 
communication is through email located inside Canvas. All communication between 
student and instructor and between student and student should be respectful and 
professional. It is the student's responsibility to check the "coursemail" tool frequently. 
You may also wish to create a Knight's Email account at www.knightsemail.ucf.edu for 
separate official communication from the university. 


Course Accessibility Statement. It is my goal that this class be an accessible and 
welcoming experience for all students, including those with disabilities that may impact 
learning in this class. If anyone believes the design of this course poses barriers to 
effectively participating and/or demonstrating learning in this course, please meet with 
me (with or without a Student Disability Services (SDS) accommodation letter) to discuss 
reasonable options or adjustments. During our discussion, I may suggest the 
possibility/necessity of your contacting SDS (Ferrell Commons 185; 407-823-2371; 
sds@ucf.edu) to talk about academic accommodations. You are welcome to talk to me 
at any point in the semester about course design concerns, but it is always best if we 
can talk at least one week prior to the need for any modifications. 


UCF Creed. Integrity, scholarship, community, creativity, and excellence are the core 
values that guide our conduct, performance, and decisions. 


Embrace Diversity. The University of Central Florida recognizes that our individual 
differences can deepen our understanding of one another and the world around us, 
rather than divide us. In this class, people of all ethnicities, genders and gender 
identities, religions, ages, sexual orientations, disabilities, socioeconomic backgrounds, 
regions, and nationalities are strongly encouraged to share their rich array of 
perspectives and experiences. If you feel your differences may in some way isolate you 
from UCF's community or if you have a need of any specific accommodations, please 
speak with the instructor early in the semester about your concerns and what we can do 
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together to help you become an active and engaged member of our class and 
community. 


Ethics statement. As reflected in the UCF creed, integrity and scholarship are core 
values that should guide our conduct and decisions as members of the UCF community. 
Plagiarism and cheating contradict these values, and so are very serious academic 
offenses. Penalties can include a failing grade in an assignment or in the course, or 
suspension or expulsion from the university. Students are expected to familiarize 
themselves with and follow the University’s Rules of Conduct (see 
http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/). For more information about UCF's Rules of Conduct, see 
http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/. 


Academic Integrity/Plagiarism. Many incidents of plagiarism result from students’ lack 
of understanding about what constitutes plagiarism. However, you are expected to 
familiarize yourself with UCF’s policy on plagiarism. All work you submit must be your 
own scholarly and creative efforts.  UCF’s Golden Rule defines plagiarism as follows: 
“whereby another’s work is used or appropriated without any indication of the source, 
thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s own.” In 
other words, don't cheat by giving answers to others or taking them from anyone else. I 
will also adhere to the highest standards of academic integrity, so please do not ask me 
to change (or expect me to change) your grade illegitimately or to bend or break rules 
for one person that will not apply to everyone. 


UCF Cares. During your UCF career, you may experience challenges including struggles 
with academics, finances, or your personal well-being. UCF has a multitude of resources 
available to all students. Please visit UCFCares.com if you are seeking resources and 
support, or if you are worried about a friend or classmate. Free services and information 
are included for a variety of student concerns, including but not limited to alcohol use, 
bias incidents, mental health concerns, and financial challenges. You can also e-mail 
ucfcares@ucf.edu with questions or for additional assistance. You can reach a UCF Cares 
staff member between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. by calling 407-823-5607. If you are in 
immediate distress, please call Counseling and Psychological Services to speak directly 
with a counselor 24/7 at 407-823-2811, or please call 911. 


Religious Observances. Students are expected to notify their instructor in advance if 
they intend to miss a quiz, the midterm exam, or the paper due date to observe a holy 
day of their religious faith. For a list of the major religious holidays in a number of faiths 
contact the Office of Diversity Initiatives at 407-823-6479. 
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Deployed Active Duty Military Students. If you are a deployed active duty military 
student and feel that you may need a special accommodation due to that unique status, 
please contact your instructor to discuss your circumstances. 


 
 








 


 
 


INR 6607 
International Relations Theory 


Spring 2016 
 


 


Instructor:  Michael Mousseau  


Office:  Howard Phillips Hall 302M 


Phone:  407 823-5093 


On Line: Webcourses is UCF’s online course management system which is accessed 
through my.ucf.edu and then the "Online Course Tools" tab. 


Contact:  Use Inbox, which is the global communication function in Webcourses. I 
will normally respond to all messages within 24 hours, Monday through 
Friday. 


Class meets: Thursdays 6:00 – 8:50 PM HPH 0305G. 


Office Hours: Tuesdays 1:00 to 2:00 & Thursdays 3:30 to 5:30. If you can see me during 
my office hours you do not need to make an appointment. 


  
 
 


UCF Catalogue Description: A survey of primary theoretical approaches to understanding and 
explaining international relations. 


Course Goals/Objectives: Promote understanding of the primary theoretical approaches to 
explaining international relations. 


  







Required Texts: 


• Kenneth Waltz, Man, the State and War: A Theoretical Analysis. New York: Columbia 
University Press, 1959. 


• Kenneth Waltz, Theory of International Politics. Addison-Wesley Pub. Co., 1979. 


These are on sale at Barnes and Noble’s at the University of Central Florida bookstore, but 
may be purchased more cheaply on line. 


Supplemental texts: Books on reserve, in which only a chapter or three are assigned, are: 


• John Gerard Ruggie. Constructing the World Polity: Essays on International 
Institutionalization. Routledge, 1998.   


• Alexander Wendt, Social Theory of International Politics. New York: Cambridge 
University Press, 1999. 


• John A. Vasquez and Colin Elman, Realism and the Balancing of Power: A New Debate. 
Prentice Hall, 2002.  


• John A. Vasquez, The Power of Power Politics: From Classical Realism to 
Neotraditionalism. Cambridge Studies in International Relations, 1999. 


• Colin Elman and Miriam Fendius Elman, Progress in International Relations Theory: 
Appraising the Field. Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 2003.  


• Manus Midlarsky, ed., Handbook of War Studies II. Ann Arbor, MI: The University of 
Michigan Press, 2003. 
 


It is best to read the material for each week in the order listed. 
 
 
 
Course Outline 
 


January 14  Thinking Right 
Required Readings: 
Robinson Meyermay, “To Remember a Lecture Better, Take Notes by 


Hand”, The Atlantic, May 1, 2014.  
“Spurious Correlations”. 
 
Suggested Readings: 
Colin Elman and Miriam Fendius Elman (editors), Progress in International 


Relations Theory: Appraising the Field. Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 
2003. Chapters 1 & 2. 


Imre Lakatos, 1978 [1970]. “Falsification and the Methodology of 
Scientific Research Programs.” In Mathematics, Science and 
Epistemology: Philosophical Papers Volume 1, ed. John Worrall and 







Gregory Currie. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press. Chapters 
7 and 8 summarize Lakatosian methodology. 


Larry Laudan, Progress and its Problems : Towards a Theory of Scientific 
Growth. Berkeley : University of California Press, 1978. Chapters 3 
and 4 offer a concise coverage of the issues involving Popper, Kuhn, 
and Lakatos. 


Michael Shermer, Why People Believe Weird Things: Pseudoscience, 
Superstition, and Other Confusions of our Time, New York: W. H. 
Freeman, 1997. 


Stuart Bremer, Patrick Regan, and David Clark. “Building a Science of 
World Politics: Emerging Methodologies and the Study of Conflict.” 
Journal of Conflict Resolution 47(2003): 3-12. 


Thomas Kuhn, The Structure of Scientific Revolutions, Chicago, IL: 
University of Chicago Press, 1996 [1962]. 


 
 


January 21  Rational Choice and Security Studies 
Stephen M. Walt, “Rigor or Rigor Mortis?: Rational Choice and Security 


Studies,” International Security, Vol. 23, No. 4 (Spring 1999).  
Bruce Bueno de Mesquita and James D. Morrow, “Sorting Through the 


Wealth of Notions,” International Security, Vol. 24, No. 2 (Fall 1999). 
Lisa L. Martin, “The Contributions of Rational Choice: A Defense of 


Pluralism,” International Security, Vol. 24, No. 2 (Fall 1999). 
Emerson M.S. Niou and Peter C. Ordeshook, “Return of the Luddites,” 


International Security, Vol. 24, No. 2 (Fall 1999). 
Robert Powell, “The Modeling Enterprise and Security Studies,” 


International Security, Vol. 24, No. 2 (Fall 1999). 
Frank C. Zagare, “All Mortis, No Rigor," International Security, Vol. 24, No. 


2 (Fall 1999). 
Stephen M. Walt, “A Model Disagreement," International Security, Vol. 


24, No. 2 (Fall 1999). 
 


 
January 28  Levels of Analysis  


Kenneth Waltz, Man, the State and War: A Theoretical Analysis. New 
York: Columbia University Press, 1959.   


 
 


February 4  The Balance of Power 
Kenneth Waltz, Theory of International Politics. Addison-Wesley Pub. Co., 


1979. 
 







Suggested Readings: 
Edward Hallett Carr, The Twenty Years' Crisis, 1919-1939: An Introduction 


to the Study of International Relations. London: Macmillan, 
1961[1946]. 


Hans Morgenthau, Politics Among Nations: The Struggle for Power and 
Peace, revised by Kenneth W. Thompson. New York: McGraw-Hill, 
1993. 


John Vasquez, “Coloring it Morgenthau: New Evidence for an Old Thesis 
on Quantitative International Politics.” British Journal of International 
Studies 5 (1979): 210-228. 


 
 


February 11  Is the Balance of Power Over? 
John A. Vasquez, “The Realist Paradigm and Degenerative versus 


Progressive Research Programs: An Appraisal of Neotraditional 
Research on Waltz's Balancing Proposition,” American Political 
Science Review 91: 4 (December 1997): 899-912. 


Kenneth N. Waltz, “Evaluating Theories,” American Political Science 
Review 91:4 (December 1997): 913-917. 


Thomas J. Christensen and Jack Snyder, “Progressive Research on 
Degenerate Alliances,” American Political Science Review 91:4 
(December 1997): 919-922. 


Colin Elman and Miriam Fendius Elman, “Lakatos and Neorealism: A Reply 
to Vasquez,” American Political Science Review 91:4 (December 
1997): 923-926. 


Randall L Schweller, “New Realist Research on Alliances: Refining, Not 
Refuting, Waltz's Balancing Proposition” American Political Science 
Review 91:4 (December 1997): 927-930. 


Stephen M. Walt, “The Progressive Power of Realism” American Political 
Science Review 91:4 (December 1997): 931-935. 


Paul W. Schroeder, “Why Realism Does Not Work Well for International 
History (Whether or Not It Represents a Degenerate IR Research 
Strategy) ”, in John A. Vasquez and Colin Elman, Realism and the 
Balancing of Power: A New Debate. Prentice Hall, 2002. On reserve. 


John Vasquez, “The New Debate on Balancing Power: A Reply to My 
Critics”, in John A. Vasquez and Colin Elman, Realism and the 
Balancing of Power: A New Debate. Prentice Hall, 2002. On reserve. 


Kenneth N Waltz., “Structural Realism after the Cold War,” International 
Security 24 (2000): 5-41.  


Stephen G. Brooks and William C. Wohlforth, “Hard Times for Soft 
Balancing,” International Security 30: 1 (Summer 2005): 72-108. 


 







Suggested Reading: 
David W. Blagden, Jack S. Levy, William R. Thompson, “Correspondence,” 


International Security 36: 2 (Fall 2011): 190-202 
Ernest R. May, Richard Rosecrance, and Zara Steiner (editors), History and 


Neorealism. New York: Cambridge University Press, 2010. 
J. David Singer, Stuart Bremer, and John Stuckey, “Capability Distribution, 


Uncertainty, and Major Power War, 1820-1965,” in John A. Vasquez 
and Marie T. Henehan, (editors)., The Scientific Study of Peace and 
War. New York: MacMillan/Lexington Books, 1992 [1972]. 


Jack S. Levy and William R. Thompson, “Balancing on Land and at Sea: Do 
States Ally against the Leading Global Power?” International Security 
35: 1 (Summer 2010): 7-43. 


Jeffrey Legro, and Andrew Moravcsik, “Is Anybody Still a Realist?” 
International Security 24:2 (1999): 5-55. 


John A. Vasquez and Colin Elman, Realism and the Balancing of Power: A 
New Debate. Prentice Hall, 2002.  


John Vasquez The Power of Power Politics. New York: Cambridge 
University Press, 1993. 


Keir A Lieber. and Gerard Alexander, “Waiting for Balancing: Why the 
World Is Not Pushing Back,” International Security 30: 1 (Summer 
2005): 109-139. 


Robert A. Pape, “Soft Balancing against the United States”, International 
Security, Summer 2005, Vol. 30, No. 1, Pages 7-45: 7 -45.  


 
 


February 18  Rationality and Bargaining 
James Fearon, “Rationalist Explanations for War,” International 


Organization 49: 3 (Summer 1995): 379-414. 
Jack Snyder and Erica D. Borghard, “The Cost of Empty Threats: A Penny, 


Not a Pound,” American Political Science Review 105: 3 (August 
2011). 


David A. Lake, “Two Cheers for Bargaining Theory: Assessing Rationalist 
Explanations of the Iraq War,” International Security 35 (Winter 
2010-11): 7-52. 


Charles Duelfer  and Stephen Benedict Dyson, “Chronic Misperception 
and International Conflict: The U.S.-Iraq Experience,” International 
Security 36 (2011): 73-100. 


 
 


February 25  Neo-liberal Institutionalism  
Robert Axelrod, “The Emergence of Cooperation among Egoists,” 


American Political Science Review, Vol. 75, No. 2. (1981), pp. 306-
318. 







Robert O. Keohane and Lisa Martin, “Institutional Theory as a Research 
Program,” chapter 3 in Elman and Elman, Progress in International 
Relations Theory. Appraising the Field. Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 
2003. On reserve. 


Robert Jervis, “Realism, Neoliberalism, and Cooperation,” chapter 8 in 
Elman and Elman, Progress in International Relations Theory. 
Appraising the Field. Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 2003. On reserve. 


Andrew Moravscik, “Taking Preferences Seriously: A Liberal Theory of 
International Politics,” International Organization 51:4 (Autumn 
1997): 513-553.  


 


  Suggested Reading: 
Robert Axelrod, The Evolution of Cooperation. New York: Basic Books, 


1984. 
Robert Jervis, Perception and Misperception in International Politics. 


Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1976. 
Robert O. Keohane, (editor), Neo-Realism and its Critics. New York: 


Columbia University Press, 1986. 
Robert O Keohane., After Hegemony: Cooperation and Discord in the 


World political Economy. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 
1984. Especially pp. 7-10, 48-65; 85-98, and 111-116.  


Robert Jervis, “Cooperation Under the Security Dilemma,” World Politics 
30:  2 (January, 1978). 


Joshua S. Goldstein and John R. Freeman, Three-Way Street: Strategic 
Reciprocity in World Politics. University of Chicago Press, 1990. 


G. John Ikenberry, After Victory: Institutions, Strategic Restraint, and the 
Rebuilding of Order After Major Wars. Princeton, N.J. : Princeton 
University Press, 2001. 


Robert O. Keohane, After Hegemony: Cooperation and Discord in the 
World political Economy. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 
1984. Especially pp. 7-10, 48-65; 85-98, and 111-116.  


John J. Mearsheimer, “The False Promise of International Institutions,” 
International Security 19: 3 (1994): 5-49. 


Robert O. Keohane and Lisa L. Martin, “The Promise of Institutionalist 
Theory,” International Security 20: 1 (Summer 1995): 39-51. 


Charles A. Kupchan and Clifford A. Kupchan, “The Promise of Collective 
Security,” International Security, Vol. 20, No. 1 (Summer 1995), pp. 
52-61. 


John Gerard Ruggie, “The False Premise of Realism,” International 
Security, Vol. 20, No. 1 (Summer 1995), pp. 62-70. 


Alexander Wendt, “Constructing International Politics,” International 
Security, Vol. 20, No. 1 (Summer 1995), pp. 71-81. 


John J. Mearsheimer, “A Realist Reply,” International Security, Vol. 20, 
No. 1 (Summer 1995), pp. 82-93. 







March 3  The Constructivist Critique 
John Gerard Ruggie, 1998. Constructing the World Polity: Essays on 


International Institutionalization. Routledge.  Pages 1-40 offer an 
overview of constructivism. On reserve. 


Peter J. Katzenstein, Robert Keohane, and Stephen Krasner, 
“International Organization and the Study of World Politics,” 
International Organization 52:4 (Fall 1998): 645-685. 


Alexander Wendt, Social Theory of International Politics. New York: 
Cambridge University Press, 1999. Chapters 1, 4, 6, and 7 on how 
state identities can change and affect the nature of the interstate 
system. On reserve. 


 
  Suggested Reading: 


Danial Levine and Alexander Barder, “The Closing of the American Mind: 
‘American School’ International Relations and the State of Grand 
Theory,” European Journal of International Relations, 2014, Vol. 20(4) 
863–888. 


Robert O. Keohane (1988). “International Institutions: Two Approaches,” 
International Studies Quarterly, 32 (4), 379-396. 


Hedley Bull, The Anarchical Society: A Study of Order in World Politics. 
Columbia University Press; 3rd edition, 2002. Argues that the 
international system is simultaneously realist, liberal, and 
institutional. 


Alexander Wendt, “Anarchy is What States Make of It: The Social 
Construction of Power Politics,” International Organization 46 (Spring 
1992): 391-425. 


John Vasquez. (1995). “The Post-Positivist Debate: Reconstructing 
Scientific Enquiry and International Relations Theory after 
Enlightenment's Fall.” in International Relations Theory Today, edited 
by Ken Booth and Steve Smith. University Park: Pennsylvania State 
University Press. 


S. Guzzini, and Leander, A. (2006) ‘Wendt’s Constructivism’ in S. Guzzini 
and A. Leander (editors) Constructivism and International Relations: 
Alexander Wendt and his Critics, New York: Routledge, Ch. 5, pp. 73-
91. 


 
 


March 10  Spring Break 
 


 
March 17  No Seminar 


Work on your “Best Evidence” paper. 
 


 







March 24  Classical Liberalism 
Oneal, John R., and Bruce Russett. “The Classical Liberals Were Right: 


Democracy, Interdependence, and Conflict, 1950–1985” 
International Studies Quarterly 41:2 (June 1997): 267–94. 


Erik Gartzke. “The Capitalist Peace,” American Journal of Political Science:  
51(2007): 166-191.  


Patrick J. McDonald. “The Purse Strings of Peace,” American Journal of 
Political Science 51(2007): 569-582. 


Jameson Ungerer, “Assessing the Progress of the Democratic Peace 
Research Program,” International Studies Review 14:1 (2012). 


Bruce Bueno de Mesquita, James D. Morrow, Randolph M. Siverson, and 
Alastair Smith, “Testing Novel Implications from the Selectorate 
Theory of War,” World Politics 56 (April 2004): 363–88. 


 
  Suggested Reading: 


Michael Mousseau, “The Democratic Peace Unraveled: It’s the Economy”, 
International Studies Quarterly, Vol. 57, No. 2 (May 2013), pp. 186-
197. 


James Lee Ray, “War on Democratic Peace,” International Studies 
Quarterly (2013) 57, 198–200.  


Allan Dafoe, John R. Oneal, and Bruce Russett, “The Democratic Peace: 
Weighing the Evidence and Cautious Inference,” International Studies 
Quarterly (2013) 57, 201–214. Read only pp. 203-210. 


Bruce Russett Grasping the Democratic Peace : Principles for a Post-Cold 
War World. Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press, 1993. 


Edward D Mansfield and Jack Snyder, Electing to Fight: Why Emerging 
Democracies Go to War. Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 2005. 


Jack S. Levy “Domestic Politics and War,” Journal of Interdisciplinary 
History 18: 4 (Spring 1988): 653-673.  


Karen Rasler and William Thompson, “Borders, Rivalry, Democracy and 
Conflict in the European Region, 1816-1994,” Conflict Management 
and Peace Science 28 (July 2011): 280-305. 


Michael C. Desch, “Democracy and Victory: Why Regime Type Hardly 
Matters,” International Security 27: 2 (2002): 5-47. 


Sebastian Rosato“The Flawed Logic of Democratic Peace Theory.” 
American Political Science Review 97: 4 (November 2003): 585-602. 


Steven Miller and Douglas Gibler, “Democracies, Territory, and 
Negotiated Compromises,” Conflict Management and Peace Science 
28 (July 2011): 261-279. 


 
 


March 31  Structural  Approaches 
Johann Galtung, “A Structural Theory of Imperialism.” Journal of Peace 


Research, 8: 2 (1971): 81–117. 







Immanuel Wallerstein, “The Rise and Future Demise of the World 
Capitalist System,” Comparative Studies in Society and History 16: 4 
(September 1974): 387-415. 


Nicholas Lees, “Structural Inequality, Quasi-rents and the Democratic 
Peace: A Neo-Ricardian Analysis of International Order”, Millennium: 
Journal of International Studies, Vol. 41, No. 3 (June 2013): 491-515. 


 
Suggested Reading: 
Andre Gunder Frank, “The Development of Underdevelopment,” Monthly 


Review 18 (1966). 
James A. Caporaso. (editor) “Dependence and Dependency in the Global 


System,” special issue, International Organization 32:1 (Winter 
1978). 


John A. Hobson, Imperialism: A Study. Library of Economics and Liberty, 
1902. Retrieved October 28, 2010 from the World Wide Web: 
http://www.econlib.org/library/YPDBooks/Hobson/hbsnImp.html. 


Jonathan Kirshner, Appeasing Bankers: Financial Caution on the Road to 
War. Princeton and Oxford: Princeton University Press, 2007. 


Vladimir Lenin, Imperialism: The Highest Stage of Capitalism. Peking: 
Foreign Language Press, 1970 [1917]. 


 
 


April 7  Hegemonic Stability Approaches 
Robert Gilpin, War and Change in World Politics. Cambridge ; New York : 


Cambridge University Press, 1999, chapters 2-5.  
Jonathan M. DiCicco and Jack S. Levy, “The Power Transition Research 


Program: A Lakatosian Analysis,” chapter 4 in Elman and Elman, 
Progress in International Relations Theory. Appraising the Field. 
Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 2003. On reserve. 


Karen Rasler and William Thompson, “Global War and the Political 
Economy of Structural Change,” in Manus Midlarsky, ed., Handbook 
of War Studies II. Ann Arbor, MI: The University of Michigan Press, 
2003. On reserve. 


 
  Suggested Reading: 


A. F. K Organski. World Politics. New York: Knopf, 1968. 
A. F. K Organski. and Jacek Kugler, The War Ledger. University of Chicago 


Press, 1980. 
Jacek  Kugler and Douglas Lemke, Parity and War: Evaluations and 


Extensions of The War Ledger. Ann Arbor : University of Michigan 
Press, 1996. 


Jack S. Levy, “Power Transition Theory and the Rise of China,” in Robert S. 
Ross and Zhu Feng, eds., China’s Ascent: Power, Security, and the 







Future of international Politics. Ithaca, New York: Cornell University 
Press, 2008, pp. 11-33. 


Karen Rasler and William R. Thompson, Puzzles of the Democratic Peace: 
Theory, Geopolitics, and the Transformation of World Politics. 
Palgrave Macmillan, 2005. 


Michael Mousseau, “Some Systemic Roots of the Democratic Peace,” 
International Studies Review, Vol. 9, No. 1 (Spring 2007), pp. 93-95. 
Review of Karen Rasler & William Thompson, Puzzles of the 
Democratic Peace: Theory, Geopolitics and the Transformation of 
World Politics (Palgrave Macmillan, 2005). 


 
 


April 14  The Contractualist Peace & Hegemony 
Michael Mousseau, “Market-Capitalist or Democratic Peace?“ In What Do 


We Know About War? Second edition, ed. John Vasquez. Rowan-
Littlefield (2012).  


Michael Mousseau, “Grasping the Scientific Evidence: The Contractualist 
Peace Supersedes the Democratic Peace,” Conflict Management and 
Peace Science, forthcoming. 


Michael Mousseau, “Capitalist Development and Civil War”, International 
Studies Quarterly, Vol. 56, No. 3 (September 2012), pp. 470-483. 


Michael Mousseau, “Market Civilization and its Clash with Terror,” 
International Security, Vol. 27, No. 3 (Winter 2002-03), pp. 5-29. 


Tim Krieger and Daniel Meierrieks, “The Rise of Capitalism and the Roots 
of Anti-American Terrorism”, Journal of Peace Research 52:1 (2015): 
46–61. 


 
  Suggested Readings: 


Daniel Meierrieks. “Rooted in Urban Poverty? Failed Modernization and 
Terrorism,” Peace Economics, Peace Science and Public Policy 18:3 
(2012). 


Gerald Schneider and Nils Petter Gleditsch, Assessing the Capitalist Peace, 
Routlege, 2013. 


Benjamin O. Fordham and Katja B. Kleinberg. “How Can Economic 
Interests Affect Support for Free Trade?” International Organization, 
66:2 (2012) 


Bruce Russett and John R. Oneal, Triangulating Peace: Democracy, 
Interdependence, and International Organizations. New York, 
Norton, 2001. 


Charles Boehmer and Mark Daube, “The Curvilinear Effects of Economic 
Development on Domestic Terrorism,” Peace Economics Peace 
Science and Public Policy Peace, Vol. 19, No 3 (November 2013): 359–
368.  


Emile Durkhein, The Division of Labor in Society, Chapter 2. 







Erich Weede, Economic Development, Social Order, and World Politics. 
Boulder, CO: L. Rienner, 1996. 


Erik Gartzke, Quan Li and Charles Boehmer, “Investing in the Peace: 
Economic Interdependence and International Conflict,” International 
Organization 55 (2001): 391-438. 


Jack L. Snyder, “Anarchy and Culture: Insights from the Anthropology of 
War,” International Organization 56:1 (Winter 2002). 


Janet Abu-Lughod. Before European Hegemony: The World System A.D. 
1250-1350. New York: Oxford University Press, 1989. 


Joseph Schumpeter, Imperialism; Social Classes: Two Essays, translated 
by Heinz Norden. New York : Meridian Books, 1955. 


Karl Polanyi, The Great Transformation: The Political And Economic 
Origins Of Our Time; foreword by Joseph E. Stiglitz ; introduction by 
Fred Block. Beacon Press, 2001. $24.00. 


Michael Mousseau, “Capitalism and Peace: It’s Keynes, not Hayek” (with 
Omer Orsun, Jameson Ungerer, and Demet Yalcin Mousseau) in 
Gerald Schneider and Nils Petter Gleditsch (editors), Assessing the 
Capitalist Peace, Routledge, 2013. 


Nieman, Mark, “Moments in Time: Temporal Patterns in the Effect of 
Democracy and Trade on Conflict Model.” Conflict Management and 
Peace Science (2015), doi:10.1177/0738894215570427. 


Michael Mousseau, “Globalization, Markets, and Democracy: An 
Anthropological Linkage”, in Globalization and Civilizations, edited by 
Mehdi Mozaffari. London: Routledge (August 2002), pp. 97-124. 


Michael Mousseau, “Terrorism and Export Economies: The Dark Side of 
Free Trade”, in The Making of a Terrorist: Recruitment, Training, and 
Root Causes, Volume III, edited by James Forest. Praeger Publishers 
(November 2005). 


Michael Mousseau, “The Contracting Roots of Human Rights,” (with 
Demet Yalçin Mousseau), Journal of Peace Research, Vol. 45. No. 3 
(May 2008), pp. 327-344. 


Michael Mousseau, “Urban Poverty and Support for Islamist Terror: 
Survey Results from Muslims in Fourteen Countries,” Journal of 
Peace Research, Vol. 48, No. 1 (January 2011), pp. 35-47. 


Michael Mousseau, review of Douglass C. North, John Joseph Wallis and 
Barry R. Weingast, Violence and Social Orders: A Conceptual 
Framework for Interpreting Recorded Human History (Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 2009), Journal of Peace Research, , Vol. 
48, No. 1 (January 2011).  


Nils Gilman. Mandarins of the Future: Modernization Theory in Cold War 
America. The Johns Hopkins University Press, 2003. 


Norman Angell, The Great Illusion: A Study of the Relation of Military 
Power in Nations to Their Economic and Social Advantage. 3rd ed. 
New York: Putnam, 1911. 







North, Douglass C., John J. Wallis, and Barry R. Weingast. Violence and 
Social Orders: A Conceptual Framework for Interpreting Recorded 
History. New York: Cambridge University Press, 2009.  


Patrick J McDonald. The Invisible Hand of Peace: Capitalism, the War 
Machine, and International Relations Theory. New York: Cambridge 
University Press, 2009. 


Robert O. Keohane and Joseph S. Nye, Jr., Power and Interdependence. 
Glenview, Ill. : Scott, Foresman, 1989[1977]. Pages 3-60. 


Stephen Pinker. The Better Angels of our Nature. New York: Viking, 2011. 
 


April 21  Presentations 
Students present their literature review papers. Plan on 12-15 minute 


presentations followed by 10-15 minutes of discussion. Everyone is 
graded on the quality as well as quantity of questions and 
participation in these discussions.  


 
 
Evaluation 
 
3% Quiz. Due Friday January 15 at 11:59 PM on Canvas. 2-3 short-answer questions on the first 
week’s topic on Thinking Right. 
 
36% Attendance and Participation. Assessment includes quality as well as quantity of questions 
and participation. Quality is indicated by the student’s apparent awareness of the required 
reading material, relevance of questions to the topic at hand, and thoughtfulness of 
contributions. Please do not quote rading passages at length: always use your own words. 
 
 


A goes for those who contributed very well to discussion, with a clear 
understanding that they were well aware of the required readings and thought 
deeply about them 


A-/B+ goes for those who contributed moderately to the discussion, indicating at least 
some awareness of the material and perhaps having thought about it 


B- goes to those who are present but contributed very little 
C+ goes to those who are present but did not contribute anything of value 
C goes to those who are not present 


 
Within one week after each seminar you will find your participation grade on Canvas. I 
recommend that you consider each seminar as an open-book oral exam on the week’s readings. 
Have notes prepared that outline the main points of each reading and your thoughts about 
them. Remember that it is best to read the material for each week in the order listed, which in 
most cases will the order they will be discussed. 
 







6% Presentation on literature review paper. Plan on 12-15 minute presentation followed by 10-
15 minutes of discussion. 
 
26% “Best Evidence” Paper. Select a factual claim below and review and assess the best 
evidence in defense of it in the literature as of February 1. Be sure to include as well the best 
counter or opposing evidence.  
 


1. There is an emerging balance of power 
2. Nations give and receive costly signals 
3. Nations give importance to credibility of commitments 
4. Institutions matter in global politics 
5. There is a mutually-constituted structure that constrains the behavior of nations 
6. There is a world structure/system, broadly defined 
7. Hegemonic stability theory, broadly defined, affects great power relations 
8. Power transition predicts conflict between nations 
 
Other options: 
9. What are the different meanings of “hegemony”, and their theoretical implications? 
10. Can hegemony happen in a world without normal trade?  


 
Feel free to suggest another topic if you have one, but make sure to clear it with me. Expected 
length is about 2,500 words; maximum 5,000. I accept two drafts. The first draft is worth 66% of 
the project grade, so you should do the best you can on it. I expect full citations, etc., in 
accordance with all the rules for writing (below) as you would for your final draft. 
 


• First draft is due March 18 at 10:00 AM. I will review and send comments ASAP. 
• Final draft is due April 1 at 10:00 AM.  


 
Submit both drafts using Turn-it-In on the Canvas course page. With Turnitin I will receive a 
report that states if and how another author’s work was used in the assignment. For a more 
detailed look at this process, visit  http://www.turnitin.com.  
  
29% Literature Review. Write a concise review of the literature in any area of international 
relations theory that interests you. You are expected to go well beyond the literature assigned 
in class, with your research updated as much as possible to the time of writing. Expected length 
is about 5,000 words; maximum 8,000. I accept two drafts. The first draft is worth 66% of the 
project grade, so you should think of this as your final draft and do the best you can as 
discussed above. 
 


• First draft is due April 15 at 10:00 AM. I will review and send comments ASAP. 
• Final draft is due April 29 at 10:00 AM.  


 
Submit both drafts using Turn-it-In on the Canvas course page.  
 



http://www.turnitin.com/





Paper Rules, Tips, Ect. 
 
Paper Rules. *Failure to follow these rules will result in an automatic 25% reduction in your 
paper grade. 
 


1. Your first page should contain each of the following, starting at the top and each 
starting a new line, centered, as follows: 


The Title In 16-Point Font  
Your name 
The date 


“Prepared for submission to 
INR 6607 International Relations Theory” 


Word count XXXX 
After some white space, your text may begin.  


2. For heading style, you must use the APSA Style Manual examples on page 12. All 
good papers are organized into sections with primary headings, and maybe 
subsections with secondary headings, and sometimes even subsections of a 
subsection with tertiary headings. The use of headings is up to the writer; their 
purpose is to let the reader know where they are in the reading (the major 
sections of the paper should be explained in the introduction). To inform the 
reader where h/she is in a paper, primary, secondary, and tertiary headings should 
be distinguishable.  


3. All citations should use an "author-date" citation style, with a references section 
at the end. If in doubt what this means, just copy the style of the American 
Political Science Review (do not worry about citation forms for unusual sources, 
you will not be penalized for odd cases). Every entry in the reference/bibliography 
section should be referenced in the text. When referring to specific material in a 
document, your citation should identify the specific pages of the material. For 
example, "Spruyt (1994) argues that variation in the nature of trade helps account 
for the emergence of different political units in late medieval Europe" should read 
"Spruyt (1994:63-7) argues that variation in the nature of trade helps account for 
the emergence of different political units in late medieval Europe." 


4. Do not cite Wikipedia. Instead you should use the library’s extensive resources. If 
you are not familiar with using the library, please ask for assistance from the 
library's personnel, take workshops provided by the library, or visit the library's 
website (http://library.ucf.edu/). Knowing how to do research is an essential part 
of a liberal arts degree and being a part of this world. 


5. Only put in references for works actually cited. 
6. Print one sheet per page, 1.15-space your pages using 1-inch margins, 12-point 


Palatino Linotype font, aligned left. This includes footnotes and the main text. If 
you are using a word processing program other than Word, try to find a font close 
to Palatino Linotype. 


7. Use Microsoft Word’s “paragraph keep with next” function to keep headings from 
appearing at the bottom of pages with no following text. 



https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1169893/files/50831706/download?wrap=1

http://library.ucf.edu/





 8. Use 0.3 inch tabs, no space between paragraphs, and do not indent first 
paragraph in a section. 


 9. Number your pages. 
10. Staple your paper. 
11. Turn in an electronic copy in *Word* as well as a hard copy, and title the e-copy 


with your last name only. 
12 Make sure your paper looks nice and clean! 


 
Assessment. I assess the paper as I would any literature review that may be submitted to a 
quality journal. A good review establishes the boundaries of the topic and reviews the course of 
knowledge accumulation in it over time. It shows how studies are related, points of agreement 
and discord, and whether they built on one another or talked past one another. It considers all 
works within the field that have contributed to the present state of theory and evidence, 
without getting bogged down into the details of every last study. It highlights the issues at 
hand—whether it’s about data, measurement, theory, ontology, level of analysis, research 
design, or what-have-you—in a way that presents a coherent picture of the important issues. It 
finishes by giving the reader a clear idea of what kind of research is needed at the time of 
writing.  


 
 
Guidelines for a Literature Review 
 
• A good literature review simplifies complex literature by identifying patterns and labeling 


them, and then refers to these labels when necessary. For instance, “democratic 
structuralists” vs. “democratic constructivists.” Do NOT treat the conceptualizations of 
lectures, the syllabus, or anyone else as if they are universally understood concepts, or 
granted to us from some supreme being. Ideally you will create your own organizing 
concepts, but I know that some organizing concepts published in the literature may be 
useful. If you use those already out there, you must clearly identify the originator (otherwise 
you are plagiarizing). 


• A good literature review is broken into sections and, perhaps, sub-sections. At the start of 
each section identify its purpose: let the reader know what kinds of studies are in the 
section. 


• All papers need to give readers a mapping. A common technique to do so is to have as the 
first sentence of (perhaps) the last paragraph as follows: “This paper is organized as follows. 
First . . .” Make sure all the primary headings (not necessarily the titles of them) are noted 
here as first, second, etc.. 


• The paper must go well beyond anything discussed in class, and you should search for 
articles that may come up to the very month before it is due.  


 
Stupid Things to Avoid in a Literature Review: 
 
• You do not need to identify every study that might fall in a given section, or treat all of  them 


equally. Some studies are more influential than others and require more attention. You need 







to make judgments on what to discuss and what to leave out. It is the quality of these 
judgments that lie at the root of a good literature review. You can make these decisions well 
if you know the literature well. 


• This literature review is supposed to be your original work. This means you do not claim the 
literature has some characteristic simply because someone said so. If you agree with 
someone’s claim you can say so, but you must clearly identify the originator of it (otherwise 
you are plagiarizing).  


• Write as if you are submitting to a journal. This means, among other things, that you do not 
write, “as we said in class . . .”!  


• In most cases it is not appropriate to refer to theories or research programs by using 
someone’s name. Just because we have an article in class that argues X theory does not 
mean that the author of this particular paper is the originator of X theory.  


• Avoid meaningless coverage. For instance, do not write: “George claims X increases 
probability of Y; Harold counters that X is not sufficient for explaining Y”. Duh. What may 
matter is why Harold disagrees. Also, we are after the real state of knowledge here: if the 
scholarly bickering is irrelevant, then do not discuss it.   


• Do not assert something as true merely because somebody you think is famous says it is 
true. Of course, you can mention a point of view or a claim, and cite the author who makes 
the claim. But this is not the same thing as asserting the claim as true. 


• Do not assert something as true merely because you think it is true. No one cares what you 
think: it is evidence and argument that matters, not your opinion. 


 
 
Writing Tips: 
 


1. Start early in the semester! A good paper is re-drafted multiple times.  
2. A good paper uses multiple sources. 
3. Write in an active prose. For instance, “This paper argues . . .” or “I argue . . “ are 


far better than “In this paper, I will argue. . .” 
4. Do not write as if talking to your instructor. For instance, do not write: “In my 


literature review, I mainly focus . . .”  
5. Do not use the words “proven” or “disproven” unless you are referring to a 


logical proof. Use instead terms such as “for” and “against”, “supportive”, 
corroborates”, etc. 


6. Don’t use jargon or catch phrases, like “play the democracy card.” All words and 
sentences must be universally understandable; if they are not then you must 
explain them.  


7. Avoid rhetorical questions unless you answer them. 
8. All good papers of more than several pages are divided into appropriate sections 


clearly marked with headings and, if appropriate, sub-headings.  
9. The introduction is not a place to fill space and be cute. The purpose of the 


introduction is to draw interest (why does the topic matter?), identify the 
purpose of the paper and the conclusions drawn, and outline the paper structure. 







10. In the conclusion section you should summarize the highlights of your paper.  
11. Most good paragraphs start with a sentence that captures the main point of the 


paragraph. The rest of the paragraph explicates the main point; try to end with a 
sentence that summarizes it.  


12. Paragraphs over two-hundred and fifty words (excluding footnotes) are often too 
long.  


13. Make generous use of examples to illustrate your points. Analogies too may be 
helpful. 


14. Once you think you have it right, do something else for few days. After that, at 
your next reading you may be amazed at how incomprehensible parts of your 
paper are. A good paper is re-drafted dozens of times, with some gaps in time 
between some drafts.  


15. You may save time and produce a better paper by first outlining it, and then 
outlining each section. Then, stick to this outline.  


16. When wondering how to explain something, just do outline as if you are 
explaining it in words. The result is often makes the best way to structure a  
paragraph or section. 


17. The University Writing Center (UWC) offers writing support to UCF students from 
first-year to graduate in every discipline. Trained peer consultants provide help at 
every stage of the writing process, including understanding assignments, 
researching, drafting, revising, incorporating sources, and learning to proofread 
and edit. The UWC’s purpose is not merely to fix papers or to make better 
writers, but to teach writers strategies to navigate complex situations for writing, 
both in and outside the University. Consultations are available for individuals and 
small groups. To make the best use of the UWC, visit far enough before your due 
date to allow yourself time to revise after your consultation, browse the writing 
resources on our website, and arrange a regular weekly appointment if you’d like 
long-term help. You may schedule a 45-minute appointment by phone or by 
using the TutorTrac scheduler on our website; walk-in consultations are also 
available. In addition, the UWC seeks graduate and undergraduate tutors from all 
majors; contact the UWC to learn more about peer writing consulting and ENC 
4275/5276: Theory & Practice of Tutoring Writing, our three-credit tutor-
education course. 


 University Writing Center 
Colbourn 105 
Satellite Locations: Main Library, Rosen Library & Online 
407-823-2197 
http://uwc.ucf.edu/ 


 
 







Course Policies 
 
Late Paper Policy 
 
Late papers are acceptable but accrue penalties of 5% reduction for each day late. Exceptions 
are allowed for exceptional circumstances at instructor’s discretion. 
 
Letter/Grade Equivalencies  
 


93% - 100%   A  
90% - 92.99% A-  
87% - 89.99%  B+  
83% - 86.99%  B   
80% - 82.99%  B - 
77% - 79.99%  C + 
73% - 76.99%  C  
70% - 72.99%  C - 
65% - 69.99%  D + 
60% - 64.99%  D  
Below 60%  F 


 
Curve Policy: No curve. 
 
Method of Grade Reporting: Webcourses@UCF. 
 
Campus Resources: You should be aware that help is available if you are struggling with this 
course! First see me, your instructor: I want you to understand the material and would be most 
pleased to help if you are having trouble. Other resources include the Student Academic 
Resource Center (SARC), for supplemental instruction and academic tutoring, and the 
University Writing Center. 
 
Final exam date: There is no final exam. 
 
Disability Access Statement: The University of Central Florida is committed to providing 
reasonable accommodations for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in 
alternate formats upon request. Students who need accommodations must be registered with 
Student Disability Services, Student Resource Center Room 132, phone 407-823-2371, TTY/TDD 
only phone 407-823-2116, before requesting accommodations from the professor. 
 
Academic Conduct Statement: UCF is committed to promoting a culture of academic integrity 
where faculty and students work together to meet our personal, professional, and social 
responsibilities. A degree from UCF is only valuable to the extent it reflects valid assessments of 
student learning. Misrepresenting your learning on tests, projects, reports, or papers 
invalidates your grades and tarnishes the credibility of UCF. While collaboration is encouraged 







in the learning and studying process, you should assume that all tests, quizzes, etc. require your 
individual effort unless explicitly directed otherwise. Unauthorized collaboration, whether 
voluntary or not, is cheating. Unauthorized use of materials during a test, quiz, or other 
assessment is cheating. Regarding papers and projects, one of the core fluencies that students 
need to demonstrate is the ability to discern information that is common to the public from the 
intellectual property of individuals. Use of protected ideas, processes, or language without 
attribution or proper citation is plagiarism. 
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UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL FLORIDA 
COLLEGE OF SCIENCES 


DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE  
(JANUARY 03, 2016) 


 
POS 3703.0005 - SCOPE & METHODS OF POLITICAL SCIENCE (Credit: 3 Units) 


Mo/We/Fr 12:30PM - 1:20PM HPH 310 
 
 


Instructor Dr. Kyungkook Kang  (pronounce Key-young-cook or K3) 
Office 302J Phillips Hall 
Office hours Wednesday 1:30 PM  – 5:30 PM, or by appointment 


All office hours are first come, first served 
Main office phone 407-823-5082 
Instructor E-Mail Kyungkook.Kang@ucf.edu 
Correspondence  The best way of all correspondence with me will be via Canvas of 


Webcourses@UCF instead of regular email account, which can lead 
to delayed feedback. Please use Inbox, which is the global 
communication function in Canvas. I will normally respond within 
two business days. 
If you send a message to my UCF email address, I will make my 
reply only to the emails sent from your UCF Knights Email account 
(No Gmail, Hotmail, Yahoo Mail, etc. please).  


Required Textbooks Philip Pollock, The Essentials of Political Analysis, 4th Edition 
Philip Pollock, A Stata Companion to Political Analysis, 3rd Edition 


 
 


IMPORTANT!!! - NEW POLICY REGARDING YOUR FINANCIAL AID 


As of the spring 2016, all faculty members are required to document students' academic activity at 
the beginning of each course.  In order to receive the earliest financial aid disbursement, you 
MUST complete the non-credit assignment of syllabus quiz (can be found in Quizzes on 
webcourse@UCF) during the first week of class. Failure to do so may result in a delay in the 
disbursement of your financial aid. 


 


COURSE DESCRIPTION  


WELCOME!  In this course, we will explore the mechanics of analytical research design and 
methodology in contemporary political science. Particularly, we will focus on the issues of 
measurement, research design and empirical analysis. We will also evaluate what are the 
acceptable and valid means to accumulate our findings and knowledge in the scientifically testable 
forms. The students will gain experience and understanding of data analysis with STATA 
computing package.  
 
 







COURSE GOALS 


Specifically, you will be introduced to the process of developing testable and falsifiable theories 
and hypotheses, aided by statistical analysis software. I have four goals for the course:  
 


a) That each student come to understand how to ask important and answerable 
questions in political science;  


b) That each student be able to move from a question to a testable hypothesis;  
c) That each student have a basic understanding of a variety of alternative strategies for 


testing that hypothesis and whether one is better suited to a question than another;  
d) That each student be able to use these designs with computational skills effectively.   


 


COURSE DESIGN  


The techniques of analytical research methods are imparted principally through taking classes and 
doing problem sets, rather than independent reading. Therefore, we believe that a student who 
has performed well in the classes will be well-prepared for the exam. The exams and assignments 
will consist of required questions which test the material of texts and lecture notes. 


Our classes combines an examination of fundamental concepts and techniques of political 
science research with hands-on practical work applying those concepts and techniques. It is 
therefore essential for students to regularly attend the class and to read and carefully consider the 
required materials before the class. 


We will be using STATA, a general-purpose professional statistical software package, for data 
analysis in this course. I assume that you have no prior experience with this software but a basic 
knowledge of MS Office is required to facilitate your implementation of tasks.  


To complete the take-home assignments using STATA, you must use PCs in the HPH 310 & 
HPH 409 computer labs OR purchase the software and install it on your own PC or laptop (a 
limited number of STATAs are also available in the Magruder Teaching Lab on the first floor of 
the College of Business Administration 1 in room 148A – temporarily closed for remodeling as of 
January 3, 2016). 


You can purchase Stata at:  


http://www.stata.com/order/new/edu/gradplans/student-pricing/ 
The recommended version is Stata/IC 14 (Intercooled, the base model). 
 


The Webcourses site of Canvas has a discussion board. This board provides an opportunity to 
post questions regarding the course material and/or computing. In addition to precepts and office 
hours, please use this board on the course website when asking questions about lectures, problem 
sets, and other course materials. This will allow students to see other students’ questions and 
learn from them. I will regularly check the board and answer questions posted, although everyone 
else is also encouraged to contribute to the discussion. A student’s respectful and constructive 



http://www.stata.com/order/new/edu/gradplans/student-pricing/





participation on the forum will count toward his/her class participation grade. Do not email your 
questions directly to me unless they are of personal nature — I will not answer them! 


 


ATTENDANCE 


Attendance is required. Regular attendance is crucial to being successful in this course. The 
material covered in this course is inherently cumulative. If you do not keep up, you will quickly 
find yourself too far behind to catch up. 
 
You should arrive to class on time: it will start promptly at its assigned time. Do not leave early. 
Late arrivals and early departures may count as absences (or at the course instructor's discretion, 
partial attendance may result in). For further information please refer to UCF Academic 
Regulations and Procedures (http://catalog.ucf.edu/policies/academic-regulations).  
 
 
MAKE-UP EXAM & ASSIGNMENT POLICY  


Make-up exams and assignments will be granted only in the case of an emergency (only for 
documented reasons) and/or a university documented absence. I always investigate the claims 
and make sure the documents are authentic.  If such documentation is provided, it is up to the 
instructor’s discretion to grant a make-up exam or to excuse the student from taking the exam 
without penalty.  
 
No extra credit expected individually. If I decide a substantial portion of the class would benefit 
from an additional opportunity, it will be offered to everyone. But I will not select some 
individuals out for special treatment. 
 
If exam or assignment dates conflict with a religious holiday, please notify the instructor about 
this at the beginning of the class. I will seek to accommodate you. For further information please 
refer to UCF Academic Regulations and Procedures (http://catalog.ucf.edu/policies/academic-
regulations).  
 
 
 
 


REQUIREMENTS  


Your course grade will be based on three components:  
 
 Attendance & Participation. 10 percent. Attendance is required. This course will move 


fast; you will become confused if you do not attend regularly. Late arrivals and early 
departures may count as absences (or at the course instructor's discretion, partial 
attendance may result in). The frequency and quality of individual attendance will be 
carefully recorded and reflected in the final grades.  
 



http://catalog.ucf.edu/policies/academic-regulations

http://catalog.ucf.edu/policies/academic-regulations

http://catalog.ucf.edu/policies/academic-regulations





 Two Take-Home Assignments. 40 percent. You will be given two regular assignments 
during the term. The homework assignments will include a number of theoretical 
questions as well as statistical computing exercises using STATA.  Each student is to 
attempt all problems individually before the assigned date. The penalty for submitting a 
lab assignment late is 10 points (one letter grade approximately) for each calendar day of 
lateness. You may work together on all homework assignments, but your final product 
must be your own. 
 


 Two In-Class “Open-book” Exams 50 percent. You will be given two In-Class 
midterm and final exams covering the topics discussed in class. You are allowed to take 
your notes and textbooks into the exam situation. The exams are likely to reflect the 
homework assignments closely although you are not asked to run STATA program 
yourself during the exams – I will provide the results of STATA analysis and ask you to 
interpret them with statistical inference. The final would be a unit-exam that includes only 
material since the midterm exam.   
 
 
 
 


UCF DISABILITY STATEMENT 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all 
persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students 
with disabilities who need accommodations in this course must contact the professor at the 
beginning of the semester to discuss needed accommodations. No accommodations will be 
provided until the student has met with the professor to request accommodations. Students who 
need accommodations must be registered with Student Disability Services, Student Resource 
Center, Room 132, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before 
requesting accommodations from the professor. 


 


UCF RULES OF ACADEMIC CONDUCT 


As reflected in the UCF creed, integrity and scholarship are core values that should guide our 
conduct and decisions as members of the UCF community. Plagiarism and cheating are very 
serious academic offenses. Please refer to the University’s Rules of Conduct (available at: 
http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu) for more information on these issues. Failure to comply with 
university rules may subject violator(s) to appropriate action by university authorities and/or 
appropriate civil authorities. The penalty for students who plagiarize or cheat on an exam or an 
assignment will include a grade of F on that exam or assignment. 


 


PROFESSIONALISM POLICY  







Per university policy and classroom etiquette; mobile phones, iPads, etc. must be silenced during 
all classroom and lab lectures. Those not heeding this rule will be asked to leave the 
classroom/lab immediately so as to not disrupt the learning environment. Please arrive on time 
for all class meetings. Students who habitually disturb the class by talking, arriving late, etc., and 
have been warned may suffer a reduction in their final class grade (NO POINTS IN 
ATTENDANCE, SERIOUSLY!). 


 


UNIVERSITY WRITING CENTER 


The University Writing Center (UWC) is a free resource for UCF undergraduates and graduates. 
At the UWC, a trained writing consultant will work individually with you on anything you're 
writing (in or out of class), at any point in the writing process from brainstorming to editing. 
Appointments are recommended, but not required. For more information or to make an 
appointment, visit the UWC website at http://www.uwc.ucf.edu, stop by MOD 608, or call 
407.823.2197. 


 


 


GRADING  


I will apply a 'curve' grading scheme to convert your exam score into the following numeric and 
letter scale, so each exam grade reflects your performance relative to your fellow students. In this 
way all exams should be equivalently graded. Graded tests and materials in this course will be 
returned individually only by request. You can access your scores at any time using the Grade 
Book function of Webcourses. Please note that scores returned mid-semester are unofficial 
grades. Your course grade will be determined by the following numeric scale:  


 


Course Points 
Average 


Letter Grade 


94-100  A 
90-93  A- 
87-89  B+ 
83-86  B 
80-82  B- 
77-79  C+ 
73-76  C 
70-72  C - 
67-69  D+ 
63-66  D 
60-62  D- 
0 – 59  F 


 







TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE  


On the following page a tentative course schedule is provided. I plan to cover most of the text. In 
addition, I will present a fair amount of material in lectures that is not in the book.  


 


Week and Date Topic Essentials Stata 
1st Week (Jan 11 to 15) Course Introduction, Concepts 


and measurement I 
Ch1  
 


Getting 
Started  


2nd Week (Jan 18 to 22) Concepts and measurement II 
 


Ch1  Ch1, Ch2  


3rd Week (Jan 25 to 29) Measuring and describing 
variables  


Ch2  Ch1, Ch2  
 


4th Week (Feb 1 to 5) Explanations, hypotheses, 
comparisons I 


Ch3  
 


Ch3, Ch4  
 


5th Week (Feb 8 to 12) Explanations, hypotheses, 
comparisons II 


Ch3  
 


Ch3, Ch4  
 


6th Week (Feb 15 to 19) Research design I 
 


Ch4   


7th Week (Feb 22 to 26) Research design II 
 


Ch4   


8th Week (Feb 29 to Mar 
4) 


Review & In-Class Midterm 
Exam  


Time & Date TBD 


9th Week (Mar 14) Controlled comparisons I 
 


Ch5  Ch5  


10th Week (Mar 21 to 25) Controlled comparisons II 
 


Ch5  Ch5  


11th Week (Mar 28 to Apr 
1) 


Inference and measures of 
association I 


Ch6, Ch7  
 


Ch6, Ch7  
 


12th Week (Apr 4 to 8) Inference and measures of 
association II  


Ch6, Ch7  
 


Ch6, Ch7  
 


13th Week (Apr 11 to 15) Regression analysis I 
 


Ch8 Ch8 


14th Week (Apr 18 to 22) Regression analysis II 
 


Ch8  Ch8 


15th Week (Apr 25 to 29) Review & In-Class Final Exam Exam on Friday 10:00 
AM – 12:50 PM in class 


 


*** Note: The content of syllabus and course schedule are subject to change and update 
at the instructor’s discretion if necessary.  


Changes to the syllabus, if any, will be announced in class and the updated syllabus will 
be posted on Canvas.  


Students are responsible for any changes in syllabus/schedule which are announced in 
class. 







IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 


Drop/Swap Deadline: Thursday, January 14, 2016 11:59 PM 


Spring Break: Monday, March 07, 2016 - Saturday, March 12, 2016 


Midterm Exam: TBD 


International Studies Association Annual Meeting (No Class – Alternative On-Line Assignments 


will be distributed): Wednesday, March 16 – Friday, March 18. 


Withdrawal Deadline: Wednesday, March 23, 2016 11:59 PM 


Classes End:  Tuesday, April 26, 2016 


Study Day (No Class): Wednesday, April 27, 2016 


Final Exam: Friday, April 29, 2016 10:00 AM – 12:50 PM.  


Grade Due in myUCF (Faculty): Monday, May 09, 2016  


Grade Available on myUCF: Wednesday, May 11, 2016 
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Scope and Methods of Political Science (POS3703.0003) 


Pollock / Spring 2016 


Office 302 Phillips Hall 


Office hours TTh 10:30-1:00 p.m. and by appointment 


Voice 407-823-2608  


Email Philip.Pollock@ucf.edu  


Books Pollock: The Essentials of Political Analysis, 5e + Pollock: An SPSS 


Companion to Political Analysis, 5e: 978-1-5063-2892-8 


Note: You must obtain the Fifth edition of these books. 


 


  


 
In this course you will learn the elements of social scientific thinking—how to describe variables 


and measure complex concepts, how to create explanations, how to construct and test hypotheses, 


how to think analytically, and how to control for rival explanations of political phenomena. You 
will learn SPSS, powerful data analysis software. SPSS is available in many labs on campus, as 


well as on apps.ucf: http://apps.ucf.edu/ 


 


Class sessions include lectures and SPSS skill-set development. During lectures, lab computer 


monitors, laptops, and all other devices must be turned off. During SPSS skill-set 


development, lab computer monitors must be turned on.   


 
In order to do well in this course, you must have a thorough grasp of the reading, the lecture 


material, and the computer software. This is very important. Come to class every day. Take good 


notes. Ask questions. If you do not understand an idea or topic, visit me during office hours or 


send me an email. 
 


REQUIREMENTS 


Your course grade has three components: Attendance (15 percent), Assignments (15 percent), and 
Exams (70 percent). 


 Attendance.  15 percent.   Attendance is required.  Do not arrive late or leave early.  


Late arrivals count as absences.  Early departures count as absences. 


 Assignments.  15 percent.  You will complete regular assignments during the term.  


Assignments are due at the beginning of class on the assigned date.  Do not put 
assignments in my office mailbox.  Do not email your assignments.  Late assignments 


receive zero points.  No make-up assignments.  No extra credit. 



mailto:Philip.Pollock@ucf.edu

http://apps.ucf.edu/
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 Exams.  70 percent.  There will be two exams during the term. Each exam will have an 


in-class component (25 percent each) and a take-home component (10 percent each).  No 


early exams.  No make-up exams.  The exams will follow this schedule: 
 


 


 
Grading Scale.  Your course grade is determined by this numeric scale: 


 


0-59 60-66 67-69 70-76 77-79 80-86 87-89 90-100 


F D D+ C C+ B B+ A 


 


FINANCIAL AID REQUIREMENT 


All faculty members are required to document students’ academic activity at the beginning of 
each course. In order to document that you began this course, you must complete the academic 


activity “quiz” by the end of the first week of classes, or as soon as possible after adding the 


course, but no later than Friday, January 15, 2016. Failure to do so will result in a delay in the 
disbursement of your financial aid. For details: http://online.ucf.edu/teach-


online/resources/financial-aid/ 


 


ACADEMIC INTEGRITY AND DISHONESTY 
You must adhere to the highest standards of academic integrity and conduct, as  


specified in UCF’s Rules of Conduct (UCF-5.008). Any student who violates these standards 


will receive an F in the course. Section UCF-5.008 describes acts that constitute Academic 
Misconduct: 


 


“1. Academic Misconduct (a) Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized 
materials, information or study aids in any academic exercise unless specifically authorized by 


the instructor of record. The unauthorized possession of examination or course related material 


also constitutes cheating. (b) Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, 


or oral means. The presentation of material which has not been studied or learned, but rather was 
obtained through someone else’s efforts and used as part of an examination, course assignment or 


project. (c) Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling notes, handouts, etc. without 


authorization or using them for any commercial purpose without the express written permission 
of the University and the Instructor is a violation of this rule. (d) Falsifying or misrepresenting 


your academic work. (e) Plagiarism: Whereby another’s work is used or appropriated without 


any indication of the source, thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the 


student’s own. (f) Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more 
than once without the express written permission of the instructor. (g) Any student who 


knowingly helps another violate academic behavior standards is also in violation of the 


standards.” 
  


Exam In-class taken on: Take-home due on: 


1 March 1 March 3 


2 April 26 April 28 @ 9:50 a.m. 



http://online.ucf.edu/teach-online/resources/financial-aid/

http://online.ucf.edu/teach-online/resources/financial-aid/
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Schedule for the term. 


Class of: Topic Essentials  Companion 


Jan12 


Jan14 


Jan19 


Jan21 


Concepts and measurement 


 


 


Introduction, 


Ch1 


 


 


Jan26 


Jan28 


Feb2 


Measuring and describing variables Ch2 Getting Started, 


Ch1, Ch2 


Feb4 


Feb9 


[Feb11 


Explanations, hypotheses, comparisons 


 


Instructor at conference] 


Ch3  Ch3 


Feb16 


Feb18 


Feb23 


Feb25 


Making comparisons  Ch4 


Mar1 


Mar3 


[Break] 


In-class exam 1 


Take-home exam 1 due 


 


  


Mar15 


Mar17 


Research design 


 


Ch4  


Mar22 


Mar24 


Understanding controlled comparisons Ch5  


Mar29 


Mar31 


Making controlled comparisons  Ch5 


 


Apr5 


Apr7 


Inference and measures of association Ch6, Ch7 Ch7 


Apr12 


Apr14 


Apr19 


Apr21 


Regression analysis Ch8 Ch8 


April 26 


April 28 


In-class exam 2 


Take-home exam 2 due, 9:50 a.m. 


  


 








Jump to To


Course Syllabus


 


Instructor Contact


Instructor: Barry Edwards, J.D., Ph.D. (About Me
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167054/pages/about-me) )
Office: Howard Phillips Hall 305B (Where's This?
(http://map.ucf.edu/locations/14/howard-phillips-hall-hph/) )
Office Hours: Mon 1-4 pm, Wed 1-4 pm, Fri 1-3 pm
Phone: 407-823-2608
E-mail: barry.edwards@ucf.edu


Course Information


Course Name: Constitutional Law I
Course ID & Section: POS 4603-DW59
Credit Hours: 3
Semester/Year: Spring 2016
Web Only Course


Course Description


Constitutional law addresses the contents of the U.S. Constitution and the interpretation of those contents. We will look at the
organization of the United States Government (i.e., the distribution and execution of those powers); and the relations between the
Government and persons under its jurisdiction (i.e., under the Bill of Rights). Under the United States’ system, the chief problems of
constitutional law center on the basic matter of judicial review, on relations between and among the three (3) branches of government,
the federal system’s distribution of powers between the federal and state governments, and on the restrictions or limitation on
government in either procedural or substantive (e.g., due process) contexts. University Course Catalog Description: Development of
American federalism and national power, commerce clause, and nationalization of the economy.


Course Prerequisites


ENC 1102 (Freshman Composition II), POS 2041 (American National Government) or consent of the instructor. I encourage you to tak
POS 4284 (Judicial Process and Politics) prior to taking this class.


Course Objectives


The objective of this course is to introduce you to the important role that the United States Constitution has in orienting American politi
and governance. With this end in mind, we will explore the Constitution, its various interpretations, and the role of the judiciary in
constitutional application, examples of the influence it has had on the function of government, and the case law that has emanated from
its interpretation. The objectives of this class include the following:


Understand key constitution terms and concepts
Understand historically significant Supreme Court decisions
Analyze historical trends in Supreme Court composition and decision making
Evaluate and apply constitutional precedents
Apply legal reasoning to complex hypothetical problems
Engage in discussion and deliberation of constitutional issues
Improve writing and critical thinking skills
Build collaboration skills and practice professional work habits


Required Texts and Materials


Epstein, Lee, and Thomas Walker. 2014. Constitutional Law for a Changing America: Institutional Powers and Constraints, Eighth
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Edition. Thousand Oaks, CA: CQ Press, an Imprint of Sage Publications, Inc. (hereafter “Epstein & Walker”). *Make sure you buy Volu
I with the brown cover (see image below) not Volume II with the blue cover.** See on Amazon  (http://www.amazon.com/Constitution


Law-Changing-America-Institutional/dp/1452226768/ref=sr_1_fkmr0_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1440526752) .


Additional readings will be announced and/or distributed in class. In particular, these readings will focus on rulings from the most recen
Supreme Court term(s) and emerging issues in constitutional law.


Course Requirements


Your final grade is based on the following components:


Module Quizzes (40%) – Each numbered module contains a quiz which include multiple choice, true false questions, and a short
answer question.  Your lowest module quiz score will be dropped.


1. 


Module Review Exercises (10%) – Each numbered module contains one or more graded review exercises, such as crossword
puzzles, matching games, etc.  Your lowest two module review exercise scores will be dropped.


2. 


Small Group Discussions (5%) - Each numbered module includes a small group discussions.  These discussions provide studen
the opportunity to review potential quiz questions together like study groups.


3. 


Court Simulation One (15%) – Students will participate in a week long simulation of Supreme Court decision making.  The
simulation will required to work individually as well as in collaboration with other students in the class and will be graded on both th
individual work as well as the group product.  Simulation One will focus on institutional powers.


4. 


Court Simulation Two (15%) – Students will participate in a week long simulation of Supreme Court decision making.  The
simulation will required to work individually as well as in collaboration with other students in the class and will be graded on both th
individual work as well as the group product.  Simulation Two will focus on nation-state relations.


5. 


Final Exam (15%) – The Final Examination is cumulative and will require students to apply their understanding of the subject matte
in a comprehensive manner. Students can expect a mix of multiple choice and true-false questions on the Final Exam.


6. 


Missed Assignments/Make-Ups/Extra Credit


Make-up work will only be allowed for official University activities or personal emergencies.  Written documentation is required.  Make-
assessments may be different.  There is an extra credit module that covers recent Supreme Court decisions related to institutional
powers and constraints.  The bonus module opens after you complete the Final Exam; it allows you to add up to 5% to your overall
course grade.


Late Work


Completing all your work by the specified dues dates is important to your success in this class.  Late work will be penalized.  Your scor
on late work will be reduced 10% per day late.  For example, if receive a score of 9 our of 10 on a quiz two days after it was due (i.e. y
took a quiz due Sunday on Tuesday instead), your score will be reduced 20%, so you will receive a 7.2 out of 10 on that quiz.  You will
receive no credit for work complete ten or more days after its due date.  However, because modules unlock only after your have
completed prior modules, so you will still need to finish your work (for no credit) to complete this class. 


Grading Scale


>=93 90-92 87-89 83-86 80-82 77-79 73-76 70-72 67-69 63-66 60-62 <=59


A A- B+ B B- C+ C C- D+ D D- F


 


Course grades are rounded to the nearest integer; thus, an overall numeric grade of 89.5% rounds to 90 and an A- letter grade.
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Grades of "Incomplete"


Incomplete grades are given only in situations where unexpected emergencies prevent a student from completing the course and the
remaining work can be completed the next semester. Your instructor is the final authority on whether you qualify for an incomplete.
Incomplete work must be finished by the end of the subsequent semester or the “I” will automatically be recorded as an “F” on your
transcript.


Group Work Policy


This course requires both individual and group work.  You are welcome to discuss course material with other students, but you are
responsible for your own work where indicated.   Module review exercises and module quizzes are individual assignments.  There will 
two Supreme Court Simulations in this class and parts of these simulations involve group work.


Academic Honesty


Plagiarism and cheating of any kind on an examination, quiz, or assignment will result at least in an "F" for that assignment (and may,
depending on the severity of the case, lead to an "F" for the entire course) and may be subject to appropriate referral to the Office of
Student Conduct (http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/faq#students) for further action. See the UCF Golden Rule
(http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/)  for further information. I will assume for this course that you will adhere to the academic creed of
this University and will maintain the highest standards of academic integrity. In other words, don't cheat by giving answers to others or
taking them from anyone else. I will also adhere to the highest standards of academic integrity, so please do not ask me to change (or
expect me to change) your grade illegitimately or to bend or break rules for one person that will not apply to everyone.  See Academic
Integrity, Plagiarism, and Citations (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167054/pages/academic-integrity-plagiarism-and-citations) fo
additional information and answers to frequently asked questions.


University Writing Center


The University Writing Center (UWC) is a free resource for UCF undergraduates and graduates. At the UWC, a trained writing consulta
will work individually with you on anything you're writing (in or out of class), at any point in the writing process from brainstorming to
editing. Appointments are recommended, but not required. For more information or to make an appointment, visit the UWC website
(http://www.uwc.ucf.edu) , stop by MOD 608, or call 407.823.2197.


You do not need to come to the UCF campus to receive help from a trained writing tutor.  As a UCF student, you have access to writing
tutors at the UCF Online Writing Center.  You can schedule an online consultation (http://uwc.ucf.edu/schedule.php) with a writing
tutor.  You can get the help you need to complete the Final Report of your Civic Engagement Project online at a time convenient to you
This service is free to you. 


Disability Statement


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus is
available in alternate formats upon request. Students with disabilities who need accommodations in this course must contact the
professor at the beginning of the semester to discuss needed accommodations. No accommodations will be provided until the student
has met with the professor to request accommodations. Students who need accommodations must be registered with Student Disabi
Services (http://www.sds.ucf.edu/) , Ferrell Commons, 7F, Room 185, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116,
before requesting accommodations from the professor.


Copyright


This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, images, text materials, etc. These items are being
used with regard to the Fair Use doctrine in order to enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, download or
distribute these items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for this online classroom environment and your use only. All
copyright materials are credited to the copyright holder.


Third-Party Software and FERPA


During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or software applications sometimes called third-pa
software such as a blog or wiki. While some of these could be required assignments, you need not make any personally identifying
information on a public site. Do not post or provide any private information about yourself or your classmates. Where appropriate you
may use a pseudonym or nickname. Some written assignments posted publicly may require personal reflection/comments, but the
assignments will not require you to disclose any personally identity-sensitive information. If you have any concerns about this, please
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Date Details


Mon Jan 11, 2016 UCF Classes Begin (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1192609&


include_contexts=course_1167054)


12


Quiz: SOL in the Court System (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167054/assignments


/4269519)


due


11:30


Syllabus Quiz (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167054/assignments/4269521) due


11:30


Thu Jan 14, 2016 Small Group Discussion: Module 1 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167054/assignments


/4270962)


due


11:59


Fri Jan 15, 2016 Evidence of Academic Engagement Quiz (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167054


/assignments/4273089)


due


5:59


Sun Jan 17, 2016 Read Epstein & Walker, pp. 1-10, 699-710 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1192602&include_contexts=course_1167054)


12


Articles or Constitution? Pick One (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167054/assignments


/4269557)


due


11:59


Introduction to U.S. Constitution Jeopardy (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167054


/assignments/4269566)


due


11:59


Module Quiz, Pt. 1/2: Intro. to the U.S. Constitution (MCTF) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1167054/assignments/4269533)


due


11:59


Module Quiz, Pt. 2/2: Intro. to the U.S. Constitution (SA) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1167054/assignments/4270536)


due


11:59


Thu Jan 21, 2016 Small Group Discusion: Module 2 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167054/assignments


/4271969)


due


11:59


Sun Jan 24, 2016 Read Epstein & Walker, pp. 11-48 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1192603&


include_contexts=course_1167054)


12


Crossword Puzzle: U.S. Supreme Court Agenda Setting (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1167054/assignments/4269560)


due


11:59


Identify Warren Court Members (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167054/assignments


/4269565)


due


11:59


Module Quiz, Pt. 1/2: Understanding the U.S. Supreme Court (MCTF)


(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167054/assignments/4269523)


due


11:59


Module Quiz, Pt. 2/2: Understanding the U.S. Supreme Court (SA) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/courses/1167054/assignments/4270755)


due


11:59


Thu Jan 28, 2016 Small Group Discusion: Module 3 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167054/assignments


/4271982)


due


11:59


Sun Jan 31, 2016 Read Epstein & Walker, pp. 57-119 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1192600&


include_contexts=course_1167054)


12


Constraints on Judicial Power Hangman (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167054 due


contact your instructor.


Financial Aid Requirement


As of Fall, 2014, all faculty are required to document students' academic activity at the beginning of each course.  In order to documen
that you began this course, please complete the the Syllabus Quiz by the end of the first week of classes or as soon as possibl
after adding the course.  Failure to do so may result in a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid.
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Date Details


/assignments/4269558) 11:59


Matching Quiz: Judiciary Cases (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167054/assignments


/4269574)


due


11:59


Module Quiz, Pt. 1/2: Judicial Powers and Constraints (MCTF) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/courses/1167054/assignments/4269524)


due


11:59


Module Quiz, Pt. 2/2: Judicial Powers and Constraints (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1167054/assignments/4270756)


due


11:59


Thu Feb 4, 2016 Small Group Discusion: Module 4 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167054/assignments


/4272008)


due


11:59


Sun Feb 7, 2016 Read Epstein & Walker, pp. 120-182 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1192601&


include_contexts=course_1167054)


12


Identify Burger Court Members (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167054/assignments


/4269563)


due


11:59


Matching Quiz: Legislative Powers Cases (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167054


/assignments/4269575)


due


11:59


Module Quiz, Pt. 1/2: Legislative Powers and Constraints (MCTF) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/courses/1167054/assignments/4269531)


due


11:59


Module Quiz, Pt. 2/2: Legislative Powers and Constraints (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1167054/assignments/4270757)


due


11:59


Thu Feb 11, 2016 Small Group Discusion: Module 5 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167054/assignments


/4272009)


due


11:30


Sun Feb 14, 2016 Read Epstein & Walker, pp. 183-256 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1192598&


include_contexts=course_1167054)


12


Matching Quiz: Executive Powers Cases (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167054


/assignments/4269570)


due


11:59


Module Quiz, Pt. 1/2: Executive Powers and Constraints (MCTF) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/courses/1167054/assignments/4269535)


due


11:59


Presidential Powers: Pick One (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167054/assignments


/4269579)


due


11:59


Module Quiz, Pt. 2/2: Executive Powers and Constraints (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1167054/assignments/4270759)


due


11:59


Mon Feb 15, 2016 Simulation 1: Groups Assigned (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1192593&


include_contexts=course_1167054)


12


Thu Feb 18, 2016 Small Group Discusion: Module 6 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167054/assignments


/4272010)


due


11:30


Sun Feb 21, 2016 Read Epstein & Walker, pp. 257-322 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1192599&


include_contexts=course_1167054)


12


Identify Rehnquist Court Justices (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167054/assignments


/4269564)


due


11:59


Matching Quiz: SOP in Action Cases (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167054/assignments


/4269576)


due


11:59


Module Quiz, Pt. 1/2: Separation of Powers in Action (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1167054/assignments/4269528)


due


11:59
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Date Details


Simulation 1: Planning Discussion (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167054/assignments


/4269536)


due


11:59


Module Quiz, Pt. 2/2: Separation of Powers in Action (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1167054/assignments/4270760)


due


11:59


Mon Feb 22, 2016 Simulation 1: Hypothetical Released via Announcement (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1192592&include_contexts=course_1167054)


12


Thu Feb 25, 2016 Simulation 1: Post Your Own Memo. & Discuss Case (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1167054/assignments/4269537)


due


11:30


Sun Feb 28, 2016 Simulation 1: Upload Your Group's Opinion(s) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167054


/assignments/4269580)


due


11:59


Thu Mar 3, 2016 Small Group Discusion: Module 7 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167054/assignments


/4272012)


due


11:59


Sun Mar 6, 2016 Read Epstein & Walker, pp. 323-391 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1192596&


include_contexts=course_1167054)


12


Federalism Hangman: Name that State (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167054


/assignments/4269562)


due


11:59


Matching Quiz: Federalism Cases (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167054/assignments


/4269572)


due


11:59


Module Quiz, Pt. 1/2: Federalism (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167054/assignments


/4269525)


due


11:59


Module Quiz, Pt. 2/2: Federalism (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167054/assignments


/4270761)


due


11:59


Mon Mar 7, 2016 UCF Spring Break Starts (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1192611&


include_contexts=course_1167054)


12


Thu Mar 10, 2016 Small Group Discusion: Module 8 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167054/assignments


/4272013)


due


11:59


Sun Mar 13, 2016 Read Epstein & Walker, pp. 392-482 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1192597&


include_contexts=course_1167054)


12


Federal Commerce Power: Pick True or False (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167054


/assignments/4269561)


due


11:59


Matching Quiz: Federal Commerce Power Cases (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167054


/assignments/4269571)


due


11:59


Module Quiz, Pt. 1/2: Federal Power to Regulate Commerce (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/courses/1167054/assignments/4269527)


due


11:59


Module Quiz, Pt. 2/2: Federal Power to Regulate Commerce (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/courses/1167054/assignments/4270762)


due


11:59


Thu Mar 17, 2016 Small Group Discusion: Module 9 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167054/assignments


/4272014)


due


11:59


Sun Mar 20, 2016 Read Epstein & Walker, pp. 503-515, 522-549 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1192589&include_contexts=course_1167054)


12


Matching Quiz: Federal Tax and Spending Power Cases (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1167054/assignments/4269573)


due


11:59


Module Quiz, Pt. 1/2: Federal Powers to Tax and Spend (MCTF) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/courses/1167054/assignments/4269526)


due


11:59
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Date Details


Tax Terminology Word Search (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167054/assignments/4269583) due


11:59


Module Quiz, Pt. 2/2: Federal Powers to Tax and Spend (SA) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/courses/1167054/assignments/4270763)


due


11:59


Mon Mar 21, 2016 Simulation 2: Groups Assigned (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1192591&


include_contexts=course_1167054)


12


Wed Mar 23, 2016 UCF Withdrawal Deadline (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1192612&


include_contexts=course_1167054)


12


Thu Mar 24, 2016 Small Group Discusion: Module 10 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167054/assignments


/4272016)


due


11:30


Sun Mar 27, 2016 Read Epstein & Walker, pp. 482-502, 515-522, 550-564 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1192588&include_contexts=course_1167054)


12


Matching Quiz: State Power to Tax and Regulate Cases (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1167054/assignments/4269577)


due


11:59


Module Quiz, Pt. 1/2: State Powers to Regulate Commerce, Tax, and Spend


(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167054/assignments/4269534)


due


11:59


Simulation 2: Planning Discussion (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167054/assignments


/4269538)


due


11:59


State Power: Pick True or False (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167054/assignments


/4269582)


due


11:59


Module Quiz, Pt. 2/2: State Powers to Regulate Commerce, Tax, and Spend


(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167054/assignments/4270764)


due


11:59


Mon Mar 28, 2016 Simulation 2: Hypothetical Released via Announcement (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1192590&include_contexts=course_1167054)


12


Thu Mar 31, 2016 Simulation 2: Post Your Own Memo. & Discuss Case (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1167054/assignments/4269539)


due


11:30


Sun Apr 3, 2016 Simulation 2: Upload Your Group's Opinion(s) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167054


/assignments/4269581)


due


11:59


Thu Apr 7, 2016 Small Group Discusion: Module 11 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167054/assignments


/4272017)


due


11:30


Sun Apr 10, 2016 Read Epstein & Walker, pp. 567-605 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1192595&


include_contexts=course_1167054)


12


Contract Clause: Pick True or False (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167054/assignments


/4269559)


due


11:59


Matching Quiz: Contract Clause Cases (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167054


/assignments/4269568)


due


11:59


Module Quiz, Pt. 1/2: The Contract Clause (MCTF) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167054


/assignments/4269522)


due


11:59


Module Quiz, Pt. 2/2:The Contract Clause (SA) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167054


/assignments/4270767)


due


11:59


Thu Apr 14, 2016 Small Group Discusion: Module 12 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167054/assignments


/4272018)


due


11:30


Sun Apr 17, 2016 Read Epstein & Walker, pp. 606-662 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1192604&


include_contexts=course_1167054)


12
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Date Details


Matching Quiz: Economic Substantive Due Process Cases (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/courses/1167054/assignments/4269569)


due


11:59


Module Quiz, Pt. 1/2: Economic Substantive Due Process (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1167054/assignments/4269516)


due


11:59


Who Prevailed: Government or Business? (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167054


/assignments/4269585)


due


11:59


Module Quiz, Pt. 2/2: Economic Substantive Due Process (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1167054/assignments/4270770)


due


11:59


Thu Apr 21, 2016 Small Group Discusion: Module 13 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167054/assignments


/4272024)


due


11:30


Sun Apr 24, 2016 Read Epstein & Walker, pp. 663-696 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1192594&


include_contexts=course_1167054)


12


Matching Quiz: Takings Clause Cases (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167054/assignments


/4269578)


due


11:59


Module Quiz, Pt. 1/2: The Takings Clause (MCTF) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167054


/assignments/4269518)


due


11:59


Who Prevailed: Government or Property Owner? Pick One (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1167054/assignments/4269586)


due


11:59


Module Quiz, Pt. 2/2: The Takings Clause (SA) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167054


/assignments/4270785)


due


11:59


Tue Apr 26, 2016 UCF Classes End (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1192613&


include_contexts=course_1167054)


12


Sun May 1, 2016 POS 4603 Final Exam, Spring 2016 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167054/assignments


/4269520)


due


11:30


Sun May 8, 2016 Matching Quiz: 2014/15 U.S. Supreme Court Decisions (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1167054/assignments/4269567)


due


11:30


Module Quiz: Updates from 2014/15 Term of the U.S. Supreme Court


(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167054/assignments/4269532)


due


11:30


Who Nominated Current Supreme Court Justices? (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167054


/assignments/4269584)


due


11:30


Mon May 9, 2016 Grades Due to UCF (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1192614&


include_contexts=course_1167054)


12
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INR 4008 
GLOBAL PERSPECTIVES 


 
Dr. Robert L. Bledsoe     OFFICE: Phillips Hall 302 
9:00-10:15 TR      HOURS: 10:30-2:00TR 
CB1-120                                                                          or by appointment 
robert.bledsoe@ucf.edu               
drbled@aol.com       
 


Course Outline 
 


1. Course Objectives.  This one semester course is designed to: 
 (1)  introduce you to global long-term trends and the process of globalization; 
 (2)  gain an understanding of global issues resulting from these trends, processes, 
 and issues; 
 (3)  become aware of the varying perspectives one can have on these trends, 
 processes, and issues; 
 (4)  gain an appreciation of how these perspectives shape the future of the 
 international system; 
 (5)  think critically about the varied impact of globalization upon the human 
 condition. 
 
 The primary purpose of the course is to provide the basic tools for any student to 
better understand the world in which we live and how it is viewed from various 
lens/perspectives. 
 
2. Course Requirements.  The course will consist of a series of lectures focusing  
upon the topics and issues outlined in Section 5.  You are encouraged to ask questions, 
inject personal observations, and challenge the assertions of the professor.  Attend all 
class meetings.  While no formal record of attendance is kept, you will find that failure to 
attend class will soon be reflected in your course performance, as lecture material will 
often not be found in your reading assignments.  Read and master the material in the 
assignments.  These are found in the textbook for the course: 
 
 Henry R. Nau, Perspectives on International Relations. 4th  ed. CQ Press. 2015 
 
This is the only textbook required for the course.  Reading the assignments and keeping 
up with the lectures is your responsibility.  No specific pages of reading will be given 
from one lecture to another.  Pace yourself according to the topics under consideration 
during lecture periods. 
 
3. Examinations.  There will be four (4) examinations during the course, in which 
you will draw upon the materials in the chapters plus lectures.   Each exam will cover that 
portion of the material outlined in Section 5 and the format for the exams will consist of a 
series of short answer questions dealing with concepts, theories, principles, and issues for 
which you will need exam booklets (“blue books” or “green books”).  Exams are 
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tentatively scheduled as follows and will be held at the normal class time and meeting 
place: 
 
   (1)  Thursday, February 4 
 (2)  Tuesday, March 1 
 (3)  Thursday, March 31 
  
The final exam (4th midterm) will be held at the normal class meeting place from 
7:00am-9:50am, Thursday, April 28 .  Please provide me with 4 examination booklets 
(“blue books”or “green books”) at your earliest convenience but at least prior to the first 
midterm exam, with your name in the upper right corner of one of the bluebooks so I can 
check you off the role for having completed this requirement.  Failure to comply with this 
requirement will result in you being docked one letter grade at the end of the term for 
failing to complete a course requirement.  Exam books can be purchased at the Bookstore 
and will be used to write your answers on exam days.  Please be sure they are not 
crumbled, stained, etc.  Would you want to take an exam in one of them in that 
condition?  Attendance at exams is mandatory.  There are no makeup exams.  In 
addition, after the first person has turned in their exam and left the room, no one 
who is tardy and arrives after that time will be allowed to take the exam.  They will 
have missed the test.  All exams will be in pen (not pencil).  Once an exam has begun, no 
one is allowed to leave the classroom for any reason (so be prepared ahead of time to 
remain for from 75 minutes to 3 hours when exams begin). 
 
4. Grades.  There are four (4) possible grades for the course: 
 
  Exams   (4 x 33.3%) = 133% 
   
Each student must have three (3) exam grades to equal 100% of the course.  This will be 
the highest three grades of the four examinations.  Thus, you can take all four exams and 
drop your lowest grade or you can skip an exam (including the final).   
 
Letter grades:  90-100 = A  (Note: there will be no +/- grades) 
   80-89   = B 
   70-79   = C 
   60-69   = D 
   < 60     = F 
 
5. Assignments.  (Chapters in Nau) 
     
 I. Introduction to Perspectives  Preface, Intro and Chptrs 1-2  
  


---First midterm Thursday, February 4--- 
 


 
II. World War II and Cold War Era   Chptrs 3-4 
III. Contemporary System     Chptr 5 







 
---Second midterm Tuesday, March 1--- 


Note: withdrawal deadline is Wednesday, March 23 
 


IV. Contemporary System     Chptrs 6-7 
 V. Globalization      Chptr 8 
 


---Third midterm Thursday, March 31--- 
 


 VI. Globalization      Chptrs 9-10   
 VII. Democratic Peace     Conclusion 
 


---Final (Fourth midterm) Thursday, April 28--- 
  


WELCOME TO GLOBAL PERSPECTIVES AND MAY 
YOU HAVE A SUCCESSFUL SPRING SEMESTER 


 
Some Ground Rules: 
 
(1) For those in the classroom 
  no food or drinks (water is ok) 
  no smoking 
  turn off beepers, pagers, cell phones, etc. 
  if you are late, please come in anyway but try not to be disruptive when  
   entering the room 
  tape recorders and laptops are permitted but not encouraged 
 
(2) Communications 
  feel free to email me 


office – robert.bledsoe@ucf.edu  or use our Canvas online Web 
Course  


   home – drbled@aol.com 
  call me at the office but not at home 
   Main campus (407) 823-2608 
  see me during office hours or by appointment (see telephone number 
   above) 
(3) Exams 


if you are late on exam day and a student has already turned in their exam          
and departed before you arrive, you are too late and I will not let you take 
the exam 
final grades will not be given out over the telephone nor by the 
Department staff.  Midterm exam grades will not be posted on MyGrades, 
only the final course grade. 
 
NOTE:  Syllabus is subject to change at the discretion of the 
Instructor 
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Course Syllabus


Instructor Contact


Instructor: Barry Edwards, J.D., Ph.D. (About Me
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167053/pages/about-me) )
Office: Howard Phillips Hall 305B (Where's This?
(http://map.ucf.edu/locations/14/howard-phillips-hall-hph/) )
Office Hours: Mon. 1-4 pm, Wed. 1-4 pm, Fri. 1-3 pm
Phone: 407-823-2608
E-mail: barry.edwards@ucf.edu


Course Information


Course Name: Judicial Process and Politics
Course ID & Section: POS 4284-DW59
Credit Hours: 3
Semester/Year: Spring 2016
Web Only Course


Course Description


Judicial Process and Politics examines the role of the judiciary in American society. In this course, we will primarily be
process of law, rather than the product of legal processes. The law is not simply a collection of outcomes, policies, de
decrees. Law is also a method for transforming contentious issues into enforced solutions. But this process is far from
mechanical. Abstract rules and general principles provide some guidance in this transformation of contentiousness, b
broader public understanding, and strategies of legal interpretation also play a role in this process.


A number of important questions will concern us throughout this course. Beyond understanding the mechanics of how
the players who are involved and their role in society, we want to form opinions on how the judicial process ought to fu
judges interpret decisions? How should the Supreme Court decide cases? If the current process is flawed, then what 


This course provides information so that you will be able to form your own responses to those questions. Political scie
agree on how those queries should be answered; this course will present some of their theories. Then you will evalua
particular answer compared to other possibilities.


University Course Catalog Description: Study of the formal and informal judicial process. Legal culture, bureaucratic m
recruitment and outputs, comparative judicial behavior.


Course prerequisites: ENC 1102 (Freshman Composition II), POS 2041 (American National Government) or consent 


Course Objectives


Understand terminology and concepts related to judicial process and politics
Understand basic history and organizational principles of U.S. court system
Evaluate the role of the courts in democratic society
Compare the popular perception of the legal system to the realities of American courtrooms
Evaluate the fairness of the judicial system for racial minorities and the poor
Develop in-depth understanding of a particular judicial process through direct observation and critical analysis


Required Texts and Supplemental Readings


REQUIRED: Neubauer, David, and Stephen Meinhold. 2013.  Judicial Process: Law, Courts, and Politics in the Un
Edition. Boston, MA: Wadsworth, Cengage Learning (hereafter “Neubauer & Meinhold”).  See on Amazon  (http
/Judicial-Process-Courts-Politics-United/dp/1111357560/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1413476786&sr=1-1)
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REQUIRED: Lewis, Anthony. 1989. Gideon's Trumpet. New York: Vintage Books [Originally published in 1964].  S
(http://www.amazon.com/Gideons-Trumpet-Anthony-Lewis/dp/0679723129/ref=la_B000APOQU0_1_1?s=books&ie=UT
qid=1437530734&sr=1-1) ee on Amazon  (http://www.amazon.com/Gideons-Trumpet-Anthony-Lewis/dp/0679723129
/ref=la_B000APOQU0_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1437530734&sr=1-1) .  


Additional readings will be announced and/or distributed online.  In particular, these readings will focus on rulings f
recent Supreme Court term(s), and articles regarding the various uses of federal and state judicial power.
RECOMMENDED: Read your local newspaper's coverage of trials in your area.  It's not only interesting to see how
reported, news reports can alert you to great opportunities to observe courtroom proceedings in your area (which w
complete the required original research project). 


Course Requirements


 Your final grade is based on following components:


Module Review Exercises (10%) - Each numbered module in this course contains at least one exercise design to
understanding of the assigned material.  Your lowest module review exercise score will be dropped.


1. 


Module Quizzes (40%) - Each substantive module in this course includes a short quiz to test your understanding 
material.  Module quizzes consist of multiple choice, true-false, and short answer questions.  Your lowest module q
dropped.


2. 


Small Group Discussions (10%) - Each student will be assigned to a small group of 5-6 students.  We'll do our b
students based on interests and location.  In your small groups, you'll discuss how the course material relates to y
interests and will also help one another with your original research projects. 


3. 


Final Exam (20%) – The final examination is cumulative and will require students to apply their understanding of t
a constructive manner.  Students can expect a mix of multiple choice, short answer, and essay questions.  At least
questions will require students to apply course material to a hypothetical situation.


4. 


Original Research Project (20%) - A significant component of this course will be your original research on a judic
want to learn more about.  This projects requires both directed reading and field research.  Our state and federal ju
diverse and offer abundant opportunities to study law and courts in action. By the end of the semester, you will sub
Final Report on your original research.  The assignment pages contain more information about this assignment. 


5. 


Missed Assignments/Make-Ups/Extra Credit


Make-ups for in-class writing, quizzes, the midterm, or the final exam will only be allowed for official University activitie
emergencies.  Written documentation is required.  Make-up assessments may be different.  There is no extra credit av
class.
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Late Work


Completing all your work by the specified dues dates is important to your success in this class.  Late work will be pena
on late work will be reduced 10% per day late.  For example, if receive a score of 9 our of 10 on a quiz two days after 
took a quiz due Sunday on Tuesday instead), your score will be reduced 20%, so you will receive a 7.2 out of 10 on th
receive no credit for work complete ten or more days after its due date.  However, because modules unlock only after 
completed prior modules, so you will still need to finish your work (for no credit) to complete this class. 


Grading Scale


>=93 90-92 87-89 83-86 80-82 77-79 73-76 70-72 67-69 63-66 60-62 <=59


A A- B+ B B- C+ C C- D+ D D- F


 


Course grades are rounded to the nearest integer; thus, an overall numeric grade of 89.5% rounds to 90 and an A- let


Grades of "Incomplete"


Incomplete grades are given only in situations where unexpected emergencies prevent a student from completing the
remaining work can be completed the next semester. Your instructor is the final authority on whether you qualify for an
Incomplete work must be finished by the end of the subsequent semester or the “I” will automatically be recorded as a
transcript.


Group Work Policy


There are no group projects in this class.  You are welcome to discuss course material with other students, but you ar
your own work. 


Academic Honesty


Plagiarism and cheating of any kind on an examination, quiz, or assignment will result at least in an "F" for that assign
depending on the severity of the case, lead to an "F" for the entire course) and may be subject to appropriate referral 
Student Conduct (http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/faq#students) for further action. See the UCF Golden Rule
(http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/)  for further information. I will assume for this course that you will adhere to the ac
this University and will maintain the highest standards of academic integrity. In other words, don't cheat by giving answ
taking them from anyone else. I will also adhere to the highest standards of academic integrity, so please do not ask m
expect me to change) your grade illegitimately or to bend or break rules for one person that will not apply to everyone


University Writing Center


The University Writing Center (UWC) is a free resource for UCF undergraduates and graduates. At the UWC, a traine
will work individually with you on anything you're writing (in or out of class), at any point in the writing process from bra
editing. Appointments are recommended, but not required. For more information or to make an appointment, visit the
(http://www.uwc.ucf.edu) , stop by MOD 608, or call 407.823.2197.


You do not need to come to the UCF campus to receive help from a trained writing tutor.  As a UCF student, you have
tutors at the UCF Online Writing Center.  You can schedule an online consultation (http://uwc.ucf.edu/schedule.php)
tutor.  You can get the help you need to complete the Final Report of your Civic Engagement Project online at a time c
This service is free to you. 


Disability Statement
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Date Details


Mon Jan 11, 2016 UCF Classes Begin (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1192830&


include_contexts=course_1167053)


Quiz: About You and Your Interests (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167053/assig


/4273766)


Quiz: SOL in the Court System (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167053/assignme


/4273761)


Syllabus Quiz (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167053/assignments/4273774)


Fri Jan 15, 2016 Evidence of Academic Engagement Quiz (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167053


/assignments/4273767)


Sun Jan 17, 2016 Read Gideon's Trumpet, pp. 3-11. (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1192


include_contexts=course_1167053)


Read Neubauer & Meinhold, pp. 1-15 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1


include_contexts=course_1167053)


Law, Courts & Politics Module Quiz (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167053/assig


/4273775)


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all persons with disabilitie
available in alternate formats upon request. Students with disabilities who need accommodations in this course must c
professor at the beginning of the semester to discuss needed accommodations. No accommodations will be provided
has met with the professor to request accommodations. Students who need accommodations must be registered with
Services (http://www.sds.ucf.edu/) , Ferrell Commons, 7F, Room 185, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (4
before requesting accommodations from the professor.


Copyright


This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, images, text materials, etc. These
used with regard to the Fair Use doctrine in order to enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate
distribute these items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for this online classroom environment and your u
copyright materials are credited to the copyright holder.


Third-Party Software and FERPA


During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or software applications sometime
software such as a blog or wiki. While some of these could be required assignments, you need not make any persona
information on a public site. Do not post or provide any private information about yourself or your classmates. Where a
may use a pseudonym or nickname. Some written assignments posted publicly may require personal reflection/comm
assignments will not require you to disclose any personally identity-sensitive information. If you have any concerns ab
contact your instructor.


Financial Aid Requirement


As of Fall, 2014, all faculty are required to document students' academic activity at the beginning of each course.  In o
that you began this course, please complete the Evidence of Academic Engagement Quiz by the end of the first 
or as soon as possible after adding the course.  Failure to do so may result in a delay in the disbursement of your 
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Date Details


Law, Courts, and Politics Hangman (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167053/assig


/4273791)


Sun Jan 24, 2016 Read Gideon's Trumpet, pp. 12-30. (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=119


include_contexts=course_1167053)


Read Neubauer & Meinhold, pp. 16-47 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=


include_contexts=course_1167053)


Discussion: Meet Group & Share Interests (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/11670


/assignments/4273781)


Law and Legal Systems Module Quiz (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167053/ass


/4273773)


Law and Legal Systems Vocab Word Search (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/116


/assignments/4273790)


Sun Jan 31, 2016 Read Gideon's Trumpet, pp. 31-46. (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=119


include_contexts=course_1167053)


Read Neubauer & Meinhold, pp. 48-82 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=


include_contexts=course_1167053)


Federal Courts Crossword (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167053/assignments/4


Federal Courts Module Quiz (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167053/assignments


Sun Feb 7, 2016 Read Gideon's Trumpet, pp. 47-58. (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=119


include_contexts=course_1167053)


Read Neubauer & Meinhold, pp. 83-116 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id


include_contexts=course_1167053)


Discussion: Planning Your Field Research (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/11670


/assignments/4273782)


State Courts Jeopardy Game (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167053/assignment


State Courts Module Quiz (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167053/assignments/42


Sun Feb 14, 2016 Read Gideon's Trumpet, pp. 59-81. (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=119


include_contexts=course_1167053)


Read Neubauer & Meinhold, pp. 117-155 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1192827&include_contexts=course_1167053)


Lawyers and Legal Representation Crossword Puzzle (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/co


/1167053/assignments/4273792)


Lawyers and Legal Representation Module Quiz (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/assignments/4273771)
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Date Details


Sun Feb 21, 2016 Read Gideon's Trumpet, pp. 82-99. (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=119


include_contexts=course_1167053)


Read Neubauer & Meinhold, pp. 156-193 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1192821&include_contexts=course_1167053)


Discussion: Relating Course Material to Your Project (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/co


/1167053/assignments/4273780)


Judges Hangman Game (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167053/assignments/4273


Judges Module Quiz (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167053/assignments/4273777


Sun Feb 28, 2016 Read Gideon's Trumpet, pp. 100-106 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1


include_contexts=course_1167053)


Read Neubauer & Meinhold, pp. 194-220 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1192825&include_contexts=course_1167053)


Mobilizing the Law Jeopardy Game (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167053/assig


/4273793)


Mobilizing the Law Module Quiz (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167053/assignm


/4273764)


Sun Mar 6, 2016 Read Gideon's Trumpet, pp. 107-122. (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1


include_contexts=course_1167053)


Read Neubauer & Meinhold, pp. 221-250 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1192819&include_contexts=course_1167053)


Criminal Justice: Preliminary Stages Module Quiz (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/course


/assignments/4273758)


Criminal Justice: Preliminary Stages Sequencer (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/assignments/4273785)


Mon Mar 7, 2016 UCF Spring Break Starts (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1192831&


include_contexts=course_1167053)


Sun Mar 20, 2016 Read Gideon's Trumpet, pp. 123-145. (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1


include_contexts=course_1167053)


Read Neubauer & Meinhold, pp. 251-288 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1192820&include_contexts=course_1167053)


Criminal Justice Word Search (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167053/assignmen


Criminal Justice: Bargaining and Sentencing Module Quiz (https://webcourses.ucf.e


/1167053/assignments/4273763)


Wed Mar 23, 2016 UCF Withdrawal Deadline (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1192832&


include_contexts=course_1167053)
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Date Details


Sun Mar 27, 2016 Read Gideon's Trumpet, pp. 146-168. (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1


include_contexts=course_1167053)


Read Neubauer & Meinhold, pp. 289-321 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1192805&include_contexts=course_1167053)


Civil Litigation: Disputing Pyramid Sequencer (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/11


/assignments/4273784)


Civil Litigation: How Cases Begin Module Quiz (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1


/assignments/4273772)


Discussion: Status of Your Field Research (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/11670


/assignments/4273779)


Sun Apr 3, 2016 Read Gideon's Trumpet, pp. 169-190. (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1


include_contexts=course_1167053)


Read Neubauer & Meinhold, pp. 322-349 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1192806&include_contexts=course_1167053)


Civil Litigation Crossword Puzzle (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167053/assignm


/4273783)


Civil Litigation: How Cases End Module Quiz (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/116


/assignments/4273768)


Sun Apr 10, 2016 Read Gideon's Trumpet, pp. 191-201. (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1


include_contexts=course_1167053)


Read Neubauer & Meinhold, pp. 350-380 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1192818&include_contexts=course_1167053)


Trials and Juries Module Quiz (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167053/assignmen


Trials and Juries Sequencer (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167053/assignments


Discussion: Status of Your Research Paper (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167


/assignments/4273778)


Sun Apr 17, 2016 Read Gideon's Trumpet, pp. 202-217. (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1


include_contexts=course_1167053)


Read Neubauer & Meinhold, pp. 381-413 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1192807&include_contexts=course_1167053)


The Appellate Process Hangman Game (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167053


/assignments/4273796)


The Appellate Process Module Quiz (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167053/assi


/4273762)


Sun Apr 24, 2016 Read Gideon's Trumpet, pp. 218-233. (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1


include_contexts=course_1167053)
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Date Details


Read Neubauer & Meinhold, pp. 414-445 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1192817&include_contexts=course_1167053)


U.S. Supreme Court Agenda Setting Crossword Puzzle (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/c


/1167053/assignments/4273800)


U.S. Supreme Court Agenda Setting Module Quiz (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/course


/assignments/4273760)


Upload Your Original Research Project: Final Report (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/cou


/1167053/assignments/4273799)


Tue Apr 26, 2016 UCF Classes End (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1192833&


include_contexts=course_1167053)


Sun May 1, 2016 Read Gideon's Trumpet, pp. 234-250. (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1


include_contexts=course_1167053)


Read Neubauer & Meinhold, pp. 446-484 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1192808&include_contexts=course_1167053)


Identify Warren Court Justices (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167053/assignmen


/4273788)


Put Landmark U.S. Supreme Court Decisions in Sequence (https://webcourses.ucf.e


/1167053/assignments/4273794)


U.S. Supreme Court Justices and Their Decisions Module Quiz (https://webcourses.


/courses/1167053/assignments/4273776)


Sun May 8, 2016 POS 4284 Final Exam, Spring 2016 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1167053/assig


/4273757)


Mon May 9, 2016 Grades Due to UCF (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1192835&


include_contexts=course_1167053)
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POS 2041, American National Government  


Spring Term 2016 Syllabus 
 


(January 11 – May 4) 
(Traditional/ Lecture Course Format) 


 (Tuesday/Thursday, 1:30 – 2:45 P.M., MSB 0360) 
      (3 Credit hours) 
 


 
 


Part 1: General Course Information. 
 
Instructor: Alvin Quackenbush 
Email: alvin.quackenbush@ucf.edu  
 
Office Hours: Spring 2016, Howard Phillips Hall, Room 302N 
Phone: (407) 823-0012 
Tuesday/Thursday, 3:00 P.M. – 4:00 P.M. 
 
Political Science Department Office: Howard Phillips Hall, Room 302 
Phone: (407) 823-2608   
Website: http://politicalscience.cos.ucf.edu/ 
 
Required Materials: We The People, An Introduction to American Politics, 10th Core Edition (Ginsburg, 
Lowi, Weir, and Tolbert).  ISBN: 978-0-393-93704-6   
 
Course Description: (3 Credits) 
American National Government: A study of the dynamics of American national government, including its 
structure, organization, powers, and procedures. 
 
 
Major Course Learning Outcomes:  
1. Demonstrate an understanding of the philosophical theories that led to the writing of the Declaration of 
Independence and U.S. Constitution. 
 
2. Demonstrate an understanding of the core values supporting the democratic tradition of the United 
States. 
 
3. Demonstrate an understanding of the checks and balances system created by the U.S. Constitution, 
including an understanding of the major powers and responsibilities given to each branch. 
 
4. Develop an understanding of the effects of government at all levels in the United States on citizens' lives 
and the effects of citizens on government in pursuit of social, political, and economic goals. 
 
5. Demonstrate an understanding of the difference between direct and representative democracy. 
 
6. Utilize critical thinking in analyzing political, social, and economic issues. 
 
 


 







Part 2: Classroom Policies. 
 
Attendance: Regular class attendance is expected.  There is a direct correlation between class attendance 
and overall success in the course.  All instructors/faculty are required to document students’ academic 
activity at the beginning of each course. In order to document that you began this course, please complete 
the following academic activity by the end of the first week of classes or as soon as possible after adding 
the course. Failure to do so may result in a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid.  There will be a 
20 point syllabus quiz due on Friday, January 15th during the first week of the semester to ensure student 
attendance in the course. 
 
Tardiness: Students are expected to be on time for class.  Students who are tardy disrupt other students and 
the overall learning environment, so tardiness is not acceptable.  Students who habitually disturb the class 
by talking, arriving late, etc., and have been warned may suffer a reduction in their final class grade. 
 
Email: It is the policy of this professor to communicate with you via UCF email or the Webcourses 
message system. Failure to check for e-mail messages will not be accepted as an excuse for missed work. 


Cell Phone:  Students are required to turn off all cell phones and electronic devices before the beginning of 
class because they can disrupt the learning environment. This means no text messaging!  If a cell phone 
vibrates or is audible, the student may be asked to leave for the remainder of the class.  If there is an 
emergency situation warranting the use of a cell phone during class time, the student must notify the 
professor in writing prior to the beginning of class. During a testing situation, if a cell phone vibrates or is 
audible, the student’s test or examination will be collected and the student will be asked to leave without an 
option for completion. 
 
Laptop Computers: Students may use their laptop, tablet, or “mini-computer’ (smart phone) during class to 
take notes or to access the Internet for research.  A student who uses this freedom in an inappropriate 
fashion may be asked to leave the class for that day or to turn off their laptop or phone.  Furthermore, 
laptop computer use is only permitted in the first five rows of the class seating.  Students who wish to use a 
laptop in class are encouraged to arrive early to obtain a front row seat. 


 
 
 


Part 3: Assignments. 
 
1. Chapter Modules: There will be 15 chapter modules that you will complete online using UCF 
Webcourses.  Webcourses is an online course management system that can be accessed through 
my.ucf.edu. Each module will consist of a few interactive exercises and a post quiz.  The interactive 
exercises are untimed and typically consist of a simulation or video and have a few multiple choice 
assessment questions.  The post quizzes will consist of 20 - 25 multiple choice or true/false questions and 
you will be given 1 attempt and 45 minutes to complete the post quiz.  Your three lowest chapter modules 
will be dropped 
 
Although these modules are completed outside of class you are expected to do your own work.  Students 
needing assistance with Webcourses should call (407) 823-0407.  Late Work Policy: You can access the 
chapter modules for an entire week so no excuse is valid for failing to complete the assignments.  See the 
course schedule in the syllabus for all chapter module due dates. Students who fail to complete a chapter 
module will be expected to drop that particular module as one of their three low scores.   
 
2. Tests: There will be four tests during the semester.  The dates of the tests are listed in the syllabus on the 
course schedule.  Late Work Policy: All tests must be taken on or before dates assigned. No makeup tests 
are available without the explicit consent of the instructor, which will only be granted in cases of 
documented emergencies.  All makeup tests will be short answer and essay format only. 



http://my.ucf.edu/





 
3. Final Examination: The final exam in this course is cumulative and will cover chapters 1-15 in the 
textbook.  Any student not completing the examination will receive 0 of those possible points, and this will 
impact the final average in the course.  Late Work Policy: The final exam must be taken on or before the 
date indicated in the syllabus.  Again, no makeup tests are available without the explicit consent of the 
instructor, which shall only be granted in cases of documented emergences.  All make up tests will be short 
answer and essay format only. 
 
All graded materials in this course will be returned individually only by request. You can access your 
scores at any time using the Grades section of Webcourses@UCF.  Please note that scores returned mid-
semester are unofficial grades. 


 
 
 


 
Part 4: Basis for Grade. 


 
Evaluation: Your grade will be determined by grades on a syllabus quiz, 15 Chapter Modules (each consists 
of a few interactive exercises and a quiz and your lowest 3 will be dropped), 4 Tests (your lowest 1 will be 
dropped) and 1 Final Exam.   
   


Syllabus Quiz: 20 points (2%) 
 Modules: 30 points each (360 total, (39%) 


Tests: 100 points (300 total, (32%) 
Final Exam: 250 points (250 total, (27%) 


 930 Total Points 
 


Grading Scale (NO ROUNDING OF GRADES): 
90 - 100 = A 
80 - 89 = B 
70 - 79 = C 
60 - 69 = D 


59 and below = F 
 
 


 
Part 5: University Policies. 


 
University Policies: The UCF Golden Rule Student Handbook is at http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/ and UCF 
policies and procedures can be found at http://policies.ucf.edu/. 


Withdrawal Policy: Withdrawal for each term begins after "Late Registration and Add/Drop" ends. 
Students may withdraw from a class and receive the notation of "W" until the date noted in the "Academic 
Calendar" of the Schedule Web Guide. A student may withdraw from courses using myUCF at 
https://my.ucf.edu, or by visiting the Registrar's Office (Millican Hall 161), certain college advising offices, 
or a Regional Campus records office. For a complete policy more information on withdrawals please go to 
https://www.academicservices.ucf.edu/ 
 
Student Code of Classroom Conduct: UCF is dedicated not only to the advancement of knowledge and 
learning, but is concerned with the development of responsible personal and social conduct.  By enrolling 
at the university, a student assumes the responsibility for becoming familiar with and abiding by the general 
rules of conduct.  The primary responsibility for managing the classroom environment rests with the 



http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://policies.ucf.edu/

https://www.academicservices.ucf.edu/





professor.  Students who engage in any prohibited or unlawful acts that result in disruption of a class may 
be directed by the professor to leave the class.  Violation of any UCF policies/procedures or classroom 
rules may lead to disciplinary action up to and including expulsion from the University.  Disciplinary action 
could include being withdrawn from the class, disciplinary warning, probation, suspension, expulsion, or 
other appropriate and authorized actions. So, act mature, treating others with respect, verbally or online. 
The UCF Student Code of Conduct is in the current Student handbook and more information can be found 
at http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/. 
 
Ethics: As reflected in the UCF creed, integrity and scholarship are core values that should guide our 
conduct and decisions as members of the UCF community. Plagiarism and cheating contradict these 
values, and so are very serious academic offenses. Penalties can include a failing grade in an 
assignment or in the course, or suspension or expulsion from the university. Students are expected to 
familiarize themselves with and follow the University’s Rules of Conduct (see 
http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/). 
 
Academic Integrity/Plagiarism: Plagiarism and Cheating of any kind on an examination, quiz, or 
assignment will result at least in an "F" for that assignment (and may, depending on the severity of the case, 
lead to an "F" for the entire course) and may be subject to appropriate referral to the Office of Student 
Conduct for further action. See the UCF Golden Rule for further information. I will assume for this course 
that you will adhere to the academic creed of this University and will maintain the highest standards of 
academic integrity. In other words, don't cheat by giving answers to others or taking them from anyone 
else. I will also adhere to the highest standards of academic integrity, so please do not ask me to change (or 
expect me to change) your grade illegitimately or to bend or break rules for one person that will not apply 
to everyone. 
 
Turnitin.com: In this course we may utilize turnitin.com, an automated system which instructors can use to 
quickly and easily compare each student's assignment with billions of web sites, as well as an enormous 
database of student papers that grows with each submission. Accordingly, you may be expected to submit 
assignments in both hard copy and electronic format. After the assignment is processed, as an instructor I 
receive a report from turnitin.com that states if and how another author’s work was used in the assignment. 
For a more detailed look at this process, visit http://www.turnitin.com. 
 
Religious Observances: Students are expected to notify their instructor in advance if they intend to miss 
class to observe a holy day of their religious faith. For a current schedule of major religious holidays, see 
the Faculty Center’s main web page under “Calendars,” and for additional information, contact the Office 
of Diversity Initiatives at 407-823-6479. 
 
Course Accessibility: It is my goal that this class be an accessible and welcoming experience for all 
students, including those with disabilities that may impact learning in this class. If anyone believes the 
design of this course poses barriers to effectively participating and/or demonstrating learning in this course, 
please meet with me (with or without a Student Accessibility Services (SAS) accommodation letter) to 
discuss reasonable options or adjustments. During our discussion, I may suggest the possibility/necessity of 
your contacting SAS (Ferrell Commons 185; 407-823-2371; sas@ucf.edu) to talk about academic 
accommodations. You are welcome to talk to me at any point in the semester about course design concerns, 
but it is always best if we can talk at least one week prior to the need for any modifications. 
 
Disclaimer: Changes in the syllabus and/or schedule may be made at any time during the term by 
announcement of the professor.  It is your responsibility to stay informed of any changes. 
 


 
 



http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://www.turnitin.com/





Part 6: Course Schedule. 
 


Spring 2016, January 11 – May 4, Traditional Course Format 
 
Course Schedule: (UCF Calendars are at http://calendar.ucf.edu/2016/spring) 


All the dates and assignments listed below are tentative, and can be changed at the discretion of the 
professor with proper notification via UCF email. 


 
Week 1: (January 11 – 17), Drop Refund Deadline January 14. 
Chapter 1, American Political Culture 
Syllabus Quiz due by 11:59 pm, on Friday, January 15.  
Chapter Modules due by 11:59 pm. on Sunday, January 17.  
 
Week 2: (January 18 – 24), January 18, No Class, MLK 
Chapter 2, The Founding and the Constitution 
Chapter Modules due by 11:59 pm. on Sunday, January 24.  
 
Week 3: (January 25 – 31) 
Chapter 3, Federalism 
Chapter Modules due by 11:59 pm. on Sunday, January 31.  
 
Week 4: (February 1 – 7) 
Chapter 4, Civil Liberties 
Test 1, February 2, Chapters 1-3.  
Chapter Modules due by 11:59 pm. on Sunday, February 7.   
 
Week 5: (February 8 – 14) 
Chapter 5, Civil Rights 
Chapter Modules due by 11:59 pm. on Sunday, February 14.   
 
Week 6: (February 15 – 21) 
Chapter 6, Public Opinion  
Chapter Modules due by 11:59 pm. on Sunday, February 21.   
 
Week 7: (February 22 – 28) 
Chapter 7, Participation and Voting  
Test 2, February 23, Chapters 4-6. 
Chapter Modules due by 11:59 pm. on Sunday, February 28.  
 
Week 8: (February 29 – March 6) 
Chapter 8, Political Participation 
Chapter Modules due by 11:59 pm. on Sunday, March 6.   
 
Week 9: (March 7 – 13), March 7 – 12, Spring Break, NO Classes. 
Chapter 9, Political Parties  
Chapter Modules due by 11:59 pm. on Sunday, March 13.   
 
Week 10: (March 14 – 20) 
Chapter 10, Campaigns and Elections  
Test 3, March 15, Chapters 7-9.  
Chapter Modules due by 11:59 pm. on Sunday, March 20.   
 
 







 
Week 11: (March 21 – 27), March 23 - Withdrawal deadline. 
Chapter 11, Groups and Interests  
Chapter Modules due by 11:59 pm. on Sunday, March 27.   
 
Week 12: (March 28 – April 3) 
Chapter 12, Congress 
Chapter Modules due by 11:59 pm. on Sunday, April 3.   
 
Week 13: (April 4 – 10) 
Chapter 13, The Presidency 
Test 4, April 5, Chapters 10-12.  
Chapter Modules due by 11:59 pm. on Sunday, April 10.   
 
Week 14: (April 11 – 17) 
Chapter 14, The Bureaucracy 
Chapter Modules due by 11:59 pm. on Sunday, April 17.   
 
Week 15: (April 18 – 24) 
Chapter 15, The Federal Courts 
Chapter Modules due by 11:59 pm. on Sunday, April 24.  
 
Week 16: (April 25 – May 1), April 27, No Classes, Study Day. 
College wide Final Exams: (April 28 – May 4) 
Final Exam: May 3, 1:00 P.M. – 3:50 P.M., Chapters 1 – 15. 
 


 





		Syllabus Quiz: 20 points (2%)

		Modules: 30 points each (360 total, (39%)






INR 4075 
HUMAN RIGHTS POLICY 
Department of Political Science 


UCF 
Spring 2016 


Credit hours: 3 
 
 
 


Professor: Demet Mousseau 
Office: 311G Howard Phillips Hall 
Phone: 407- 823 - 6025 
E-mail: Demet.Mousseau@ucf.edu  
Teaching Assist. (GTA): TBA  
 


Class Meets: Tu/Th 10:30 AM – 11:45 AM,  
Class Location: PSY 106 
Office Hours: Tu/Th 12:30 PM – 14:00 PM, 
and by appointment 


 


 
 
UCF Catalogue Description: Human Rights Policy: PR: ENC 1102 or POS 2041 
or C.I. Meaning of human rights, political and international implications of human 
rights policies, relationship to global peace, racism, gender inequality, economic 
development and democratization.  
 
Course Goals/Objectives: Achieve an accurate and in-depth understanding of 
human rights issues; improve critical and analytical thinking; promote research and 
writing skills.  
 
Detailed Section-specific Description of the Course: Topics include historical, 
practical, and institutional development of different types of human rights, 
including civil and political rights, social and economic rights as well as cultural, 
group and developmental rights, evolution of international human rights, and 
comparative analysis of human rights around the world. Part I begins with the 
theoretical and historical roots of human rights; Part II covers international 
institutions and activities on human rights  around the world; Part III proceeds with 
human rights issues concerning ethnicity, gender, democracy, and pluralism; and 
Part IV addresses human rights in the context of development and democratization 
in developing countries.  
 
 
Required Texts: The required books below can be purchased in the university book 
store. 
1) Jack Donnelly, Universal Human Rights in Theory and Practice;  
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2) David P. Forsythe, Human Rights in International Relations (both latest editions). 
 
Course Web Page: All lecture Power Point slides, including pictures, graphs, videos, 
and web links, as well as supplementary materials, will be made available on the 
course web page at Webcourses@UCF.   
 


 
 
Course Outline  
 
Part I  THEORETICAL AND HISTORICAL ROOTS OF 


HUMAN RIGTHS 
 


January 12   
  
Introduction and General Discussion 
 


  
  January        
14-19 


 


  
What are Human Rights?  
Reading: 
Jack Donnelly, chapters 1 and 2 
 


January 15 
 
 


January 
21-26-28 


 
 
 
 


Feb 2-4 
 
 
 


 


 Important Deadline for the Webcourse Assignment! (See the 
webcourse) 
 
A Brief History of Human Rights  
Reading: 
Jack Donnelly, chapter 5 
David P. Forsythe, chapters 1 and 2 
 
 
Human Rights in Western Liberalism and the Debates on 
Cultural Relativism  
Reading: 
Jack Donnelly, chapters 6, 7 and 8 
 


   
Part II INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTIONS AND 


ACTIVITIES ON HUMAN RIGHTS 
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February 
9-11   


 
    
 
 


February 
16-18 


  
 
Internationalization of Human Rights and the United Nations 
Reading: 
Jack Donnelly, chapter 11 
David P. Forsythe, chapters 3 and 4 
 
 
Regional Applications of Human Rights 
Reading: 
Jack Donnelly, chapter 11 
David P. Forsythe, chapter 5 
 


Feb. 23 
 


 Human Rights and Foreign Policy 
Reading: 
Jack Donnelly, chapter 12 
David P. Forsythe, chapter 6 
 


   
Feb. 25 


 
 
 


March 1 
 
 
 
 


 In-class quiz. This is a *preliminary* date: I reserve the right to 
change this date with one week notice. 
 
 
Deadline for paper proposals! Bring your proposals to class! 


March 1-3  Non-state Actors and Human Rights 
Reading: 
David P. Forsythe, chapters 7 and 8 
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Part III ETHNICITY, GENDER, DEMOCRACY AND HUMAN 
RIGHTS 


 
March 7-


13  


  
Spring Break 


 
March 15 


 
 


March 17-
22 


 
 
 
 
 
March 24-
29 


  
Work day for paper projects. Prepare a report! 
 
 
Ethnicity, Gender, Pluralism and Human Rights 
Reading: 
Jack Donnelly, chapters 15 and 16 
https://www.ndi.org/gender-women-democracy  
http://www.cedpa.org/section/aboutus.html  
 
 
Ethnic Conflict, Democracy and Policy for the Management of 


Ethnic Conflict   
Reading: 
Mahmood Mamdani, “The New Humanitarian Order?”  The 
Nation, September 29, 2008. 
http://www.thenation.com/article/new-humanitarian-order 


 
 
 


  
 


March 31 
 
 
 
 
Part IV  


 In-class quiz. This is a *preliminary* date: I reserve the right to 
change this date with one week notice. 
 
 
 
DEVELOPMENT, DEMOCRATIZATION AND 
HUMAN RIGHTS   
 


   
   


April 5-7 
 
 


 
 


Development and Human Rights Policy  
Reading:  
Jack Donnelly, chapters 13 and 14 



https://www.ndi.org/gender-women-democracy

http://www.cedpa.org/section/aboutus.html

http://www.thenation.com/article/new-humanitarian-order
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April 12-


14 
 
 
 
 


April 19 
 
 
 
 
 
 


April 21 
 
 
 


April 26 
 
 
 
 
 


 
Democratization and Human Rights 
Reading: 
Jack Donnelly, chapters 13 and 14 
http://www.un.org/en/globalissues/democracy/  
  
 
International Policy and Human Rights 
Reading; 
http://www.un.org/en/globalissues/development/index.shtml  
http://www.usoas.usmission.gov/democracy.html 
http://www.die-gdi.de/uploads/media/BP_7.2013.pdf  
 
 
In-class quiz. This is a *preliminary* date: I reserve the right to 
change this date with one week notice. 
 
 
Back up (April 26 is due date for Papers—Bring them to class!) 
 
 
 
The Date of the final exam will be announced by the registrar’s 


office! 
 
 


 
 
Course Requirements & Methods of Evaluation 
 
The course is structured around the lectures. There will be interactive debates and 
discussions. Students are expected to participate in discussions. 
 
10% - Participation in group discussions (There will be 4 group discussions). 
 
45% - In class quizzes (15% for each quiz. There are 3 quizzes, constituting 45% of 
the overall grade). Concepts, vocabulary, short-answer essay questions on readings 
and lectures, closed book. 



http://www.un.org/en/globalissues/democracy/

http://www.un.org/en/globalissues/development/index.shtml

http://www.usoas.usmission.gov/democracy.html

http://www.die-gdi.de/uploads/media/BP_7.2013.pdf
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20% - Final Exam. Concepts, vocabulary, and essay questions on readings and 
lectures, closed book. Date not determined by Webcourses@UCF as of this writing. 
 
20% - Paper. Due last day of classes: April 24 (bring papers to class as hardcopy). 
Also send papers to the teaching assistant with email in a word document.  
 
5%-Paper proposal.  
 
Late Paper Policy: Late papers are acceptable but accrue penalties of 5% reduction 
for each day late until the 28st of April, 5:00 pm. After the 28th of April 5:00 pm, 
papers will not be accepted. Exceptions are allowed for extraordinary exceptional 
circumstances at instructor’s discretion. 
 
Make-up Exam Policy: Make-ups for exams will be given only for documented 
circumstances of illness or official college activities. Under such circumstances you 
are required to notify me in 24 hours after missing the exam. 
 
Letter/Grade Equivalencies: 
 


93% - 100%                A 
90% - 92.99%             A - 
87% - 89.99%             B + 
83% - 86.99%             B  
80% - 82.99%             B -  
77% - 79.99%             C + 
73% - 76.99%             C 
70% - 72.99%             C - 
60% - 69.99%             D 
Below 60%                 F 


 
Curve Policy: No curve. 
 
Method of Grade Reporting: Webcourses@UCF. 
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Paper Rules and Guidelines 
 
You will each write an 8 page (double-spaced) research paper on the question below. 
Cover page is additional and not included, but the bibliography is included in 8 
pages. The papers are due on April 26th. Bring your papers as hard copy to class by 
the mentioned deadline. Also email them to the graduate teaching assistant (GTA).  
 
 
Focus on the following topic: 


 
Analyze an issue of human rights in a specific country. It should be a current issue. 
More information about the paper and country selections will be distributed shortly 
after the 1st week of classes. 


 
In analyzing the above topic you will pay attention to the following questions: 


 
What kind of human rights are weak or violated in this country, civil and political, 
minority, or social and economic. Define specific human rights violations with 
respect to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights in the United Nations. This 
section should be short no more than one and half pages. And then, analyze these 
specific human rights that you think are very problematic and crucial in that country 
such as political freedoms, labor rights, minority rights, women’s rights and so on 
mostly focusing on the post-2000 era, until today. Try to show cases and examples of 
these violations. Analyze political, cultural and economic factors in that country 
during this period, that lead to or affect such kind of violations. If these violations 
have been changing, identify which factors have been changing them (i.e., policy, 
laws, democratization, external aid and others). Your analysis will be the essential 
part of the paper. 


 
Country Assignments: You will pick a country and a human rights question for 
analysis in that country, and write a proposal due on March 1. If that topic is already 
taken you may be asked to come up with another one. After your topic is decided 
and confirmed by the teacher, if you write a paper on a different topic at the end, the 
paper will not be valid. 
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Rules 
 


• Expected length is 8 pages (cover page is not included; bibliography is included). 
• Use Microsoft Word. 
• Use double spacing, standard margins, and 12-point New Times Roman or Palatino 


Linotype font. 
• Use the citation style of the American Political Science Review. This means reference 


your sources in the text in parenthetical format: “(last name(s) year: page 
number(s))”. For example, (Horowitz 2000, 8–9).” when referring to particular 
pages. Note how the period at the end of the sentence appears AFTER the 
ending parenthesis.  


• With parenthetical format, use footnotes only if you have something to say that 
does not fit well with the flow of your paper. Use footnotes, not endnotes. 


• You should cite the source every time you use someone else’s arguments, 
research, or quotations (otherwise you are plagiarizing). However, avoid long 
quotations. Instead try to express quotes in your own sentences, still citing them. 


• Number your pages.  
• Align text left. 
• Divide your papers into sections, including introduction, conclusion and 


bibliography. You should have subsections in the body. 
• Grammar and spelling should be correct. 


 
 
 


Sources:  
 
You should use multiple sources for the paper, including a combination of the 
following: 
 


• Books, book chapters, and journal articles (at least five): Conduct research in 
the relevant databases.   


• Web-site sources (internet):  Please do not use Wikipedia as a web source 
since they can be unreliable. Web sources should be from reliable 
international organizations such as the UN, European Council, Amnesty 
International, World Bank, and others.  


• Country sources: These include official web-sites of countries, governments, 
organizations, political parties, think tanks, universities, etc. Be sure to refer to 
specific reports and studies as your sources. 
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University Writing Center 


 
University Writing Center 
Colbourn 105 
Satellite Locations: Main Library, Rosen Library & Online 
407-823-2197 
http://uwc.ucf.edu/ 


 
The University Writing Center (UWC) offers writing support to UCF students from 
first-year to graduate in every discipline. Trained peer consultants provide help at 
every stage of the writing process, including understanding assignments, 
researching, drafting, revising, incorporating sources, and learning to proofread and 
edit. The UWC’s purpose is not merely to fix papers or to make better writers, but to 
teach writers strategies to navigate complex situations for writing, both in and 
outside the University. Consultations are available for individuals and small groups. 
To make the best use of the UWC, visit far enough before your due date to allow 
yourself time to revise after your consultation, browse the writing resources on our 
website, and arrange a regular weekly appointment if you’d like long-term help. You 
may schedule a 45-minute appointment by phone or by using the TutorTrac 
scheduler on our website; walk-in consultations are also available. In addition, the 
UWC seeks graduate and undergraduate tutors from all majors; contact the UWC to 
learn more about peer writing consulting and ENC 4275/5276: Theory & Practice of 
Tutoring Writing, our three-credit tutor-education course. 
 


 


Course Policies 
 


Embrace Diversity. The University of Central Florida recognizes that our 
individual differences can deepen our understanding of one another and the 
world around us, rather than divide us. In this class, people of all ethnicities, 
genders and gender identities, religions, ages, sexual orientations, disabilities, 
socioeconomic backgrounds, regions, and nationalities are strongly encouraged to 
share their rich array of perspectives and experiences. If you feel your differences 
may in some way isolate you from UCF's community or if you have a need of any 
specific accommodations, please speak with the instructor early in the semester 
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about your concerns and what we can do together to help you become an active 
and engaged member of our class and community. 


Campus Resources: You should be aware that help is available if you are struggling 
with this course! First see me, your instructor: I want you to understand the material 
and would be most pleased to help if you are having trouble. Other resources 
include the Student Academic Resource Center (SARC), for supplemental instruction 
and academic tutoring, and the University Writing Center. 
 
Disability Access Statement: The University of Central Florida is committed to 
providing reasonable accommodations for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus 
is available in alternate formats upon request. Students who need accommodations 
must be registered with Student Disability Services, Student Resource Center Room 
132, phone 407-823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone 407-823-2116, before requesting 
accommodations from the professor. 
 
UCF Creed. Integrity, scholarship, community, creativity, and excellence are the core 
values that guide our conduct, performance, and decisions. 
 
Ethics statement. As reflected in the UCF creed, integrity and scholarship are core 
values that should guide our conduct and decisions as members of the UCF 
community. Plagiarism and cheating contradict these values, and so are very serious 
academic offenses. Penalties can include a failing grade in an assignment or in the 
course, or suspension or expulsion from the university. Students are expected to 
familiarize themselves with and follow the University’s Rules of Conduct (see 
http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/). For more information about UCF's Rules of Conduct, 
see http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/. 
 
Academic Conduct Statement: UCF is committed to promoting a culture of 
academic integrity where faculty and students work together to meet our personal, 
professional, and social responsibilities. A degree from UCF is only valuable to the 
extent it reflects valid assessments of student learning. Misrepresenting your 
learning on tests, projects, reports, or papers invalidates your grades and tarnishes 
the credibility of UCF. While collaboration is encouraged in the learning and 
studying process, you should assume that all tests, quizzes, etc. require your 
individual effort unless explicitly directed otherwise. Unauthorized collaboration, 
whether voluntary or not, is cheating. Unauthorized use of materials during a test, 
quiz, or other assessment is cheating. Regarding papers and projects, one of the core 
fluencies that students need to demonstrate is the ability to discern information that 
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is common to the public from the intellectual property of individuals. Use of 
protected ideas, processes, or language without attribution or proper citation is 
plagiarism. 
 
Communication with Instructor Policy. In this class our official mode of 
communication is through email located inside Webcourses. All communication 
between student and instructor and between student and student should be 
respectful and professional. It is the student's responsibility to check the 
"coursemail" tool frequently. You may also wish to create a Knight's Email account at 
www.knightsemail.ucf.edu for separate official communication from the university. 
 
Course Accessibility Statement. It is my goal that this class be an accessible and 
welcoming experience for all students, including those with disabilities that may 
impact learning in this class. If anyone believes the design of this course poses 
barriers to effectively participating and/or demonstrating learning in this course, 
please meet with me (with or without a Student Disability Services (SDS) 
accommodation letter) to discuss reasonable options or adjustments. During our 
discussion, I may suggest the possibility/necessity of your contacting SDS (Ferrell 
Commons 185; 407-823-2371; sds@ucf.edu) to talk about academic accommodations. 
You are welcome to talk to me at any point in the semester about course design 
concerns, but it is always best if we can talk at least one week prior to the need for 
any modifications. 
 
Religious Observances. Students are expected to notify their instructor in advance if 
they intend to miss a quiz, the midterm exam, or the paper due date to observe a 
holy day of their religious faith. For a list of the major religious holidays in a number 
of faiths contact the Office of Diversity Initiatives at 407-823-6479. 
 
Deployed Active Duty Military Students. If you are a deployed active duty military 
student and feel that you may need a special accommodation due to that unique 
status, please contact your instructor to discuss your circumstances. 
 
UCF Cares. During your UCF career, you may experience challenges including 
struggles with academics, finances, or your personal well-being. UCF has a 
multitude of resources available to all students. Please visit UCFCares.com if you are 
seeking resources and support, or if you are worried about a friend or classmate. 
Free services and information are included for a variety of student concerns, 
including but not limited to alcohol use, bias incidents, mental health concerns, and 
financial challenges. You can also e-mail ucfcares@ucf.edu with questions or for 
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additional assistance. You can reach a UCF Cares staff member between 8 a.m. and 5 
p.m. by calling 407-823-5607. If you are in immediate distress, please call Counseling 
and Psychological Services to speak directly with a counselor 24/7 at 407-823-2811, or 
please call 911. 
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CPO 4731 
POLITICS OF DEMOCRATIZATION 


Department of Political Science 


UCF 
Spring 2016 


Credit hours: 3 
 
 
 


Professor: Demet Mousseau 
Office: 311G Howard Phillips Hall 
Phone: 407- 823 - 6025 
E-mail: Demet.Mousseau@ucf.edu  
Teaching Assistant: TBA 
 


Class Meets: Tu/Th 9 AM-10:15 AM  
Class Location: CB1 309 
Office Hours: Tu/Th 12:30 PM – 14:00 PM, 
and by appointment 


 


 
UCF Catalogue Description: Transition from authoritarian to democratic regimes, 
formation of democratic institutions and norms, and consolidation of democracy. 
 
Course Goals/Objectives: Examine diverse approaches and enhance knowledge on 
how countries become and stay democratic. Develop comparative perspectives and 
skills. Apply acquired knowledge to real world cases. Advance  creative and critical 
thinking and writing skills.  
 
Detailed Section-specific Description of the Course: Topics include causes of 
democratization and regime change; democratic transitions and consolidation; post-
transition institutional designs; conflict and democratization; and sustainability of 
new democracies. Part I begins with theories and measurements of democracy and 
democratization. Part II analyzes causes and conditions of democratic transitions, 
external democracy promotion and regime change, economic factors and the role of 
civil society. Part III looks at dimensions of conflict and democratization, social 
movements, political parties and institutional designs. Part IV develops analyses of 
comparative cases in different regions.  
 
 
Required Texts:  
 


Christian Haerpfer, Patrick Bernhagen, and Ronald Inglehart. 2009. 
Democratization. Oxford University Press. 


Jan Teorel. 2010. Determinants of Democratization: Explaining Regime 
Change in the World, 1972-2006. Cambridge University Press. 



mailto:Demet.Mousseau@ucf.edu
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For information on countries, check the CIA World Fact-
book, https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook;  Human 
Rights Watch, www.hrw.org;  Freedom House,  www.freedomhouse.org; 
and World Bank Governance Indicators http://info.worldbank.org    


 
Course Web Page: All the assigned readings in addition to the above books will be 
provided electronically. All supplementary materials, including lecture slides, 
pictures, graphs, videos, and web links, will be made available on the course web 
page at Webcourses@UCF.   
 
 
Course Outline  
 
 


 
Part I  DEMOCRACY AND DEMOCRATIZATION: 


CONCEPTS AND MEASURES 
   


January 12   Introduction and General Discussion 
 


 
January 


14- 19 
 
 


  
Theoretical Approaches to Democratic Transitions  
 
Readings: 
Haerpfer, chapter 1: introduction, chapters 2, 5 and 6 
Teorel, introduction and chapter 1 
Examine, International IDEA. State of Democracy 
Project. http://www.idea.int/democracy  
 
 


January 15 
 
 


January  
21-26 


 Important Deadline for the Webcourse Assignment! (See the 
webcourse) 
 
Dimensions of Democracy and Democratization 
 
Readings: 
Haerpfer, chapter 3 Measuring and chapter 4 Waves of 


Democratization 



https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook

http://www.hrw.org/

http://www.freedomhouse.org/

http://info.worldbank.org/

http://www.idea.int/democracy/

http://www.idea.int/democracy/

http://www.idea.int/democracy/
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Munck, Geraldo L. and Jay Verkuilen. 2002. ‘Conceptualizing and 
measuring democracy - Evaluating alternative 
indices.’ Comparative Political Studies. 35 (1): 5-34. 


 
Review Freedom House data and methodology. Examine 


http://www.freedomhouse.org       
 
                                                                          


 
 
Part II CAUSES OF DEMOCRATIZATION 


   
January 28- 


Feb 2-4 
 How Countries Become Democratic? International Factors and 


Democracy Promotion 
 
Readings: 
Haerpfer, chapters 7 and 9 
Teorel, chapter 4 
 
Debate: Can Democracy be Promoted from Outside? 
 
 


February -
9-11-16   


 


 The Economy and Regime Change 
 
Readings: 
Haerpfer, chapter 8 
Teorel, chapter 3 
 
Debate: Do Economic Factors Push Democratization? 
 
 


Feb 16-18 
 
 
 
 
 
 


  Civil Society 
 
Readings: 
Haerpfer, chapters 10 and 11   
Teorel, chapter 2 
 
Debate: Causes of Democratization 



http://cps.sagepub.com.ezp1.harvard.edu/cgi/content/abstract/35/1/5

http://cps.sagepub.com.ezp1.harvard.edu/cgi/content/abstract/35/1/5

http://cps.sagepub.com.ezp1.harvard.edu/cgi/content/abstract/35/1/5

http://www.freedomhouse.org/
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Feb 23 In-class quiz 1: This is a *preliminary* date: I reserve the right to 
change this date with one week notice. 
 
 


Part III CONFLICT, INSTITUTIONAL CHANGE AND 
DEMOCRATIZATION 


   
March 1 


 
Feb 25- 


March 1-3 


 Deadline for paper proposals! Bring your proposals to class! 
 
Social and Political Movements  
 
Readings: 
Haerpfer, chapters 12 and 13 
Teorel, chapter 5 
Lucan Way. 2011. ‘Comparing the Arab Revolts: The lessons of 


1989’ Journal of Democracy 22(4). 
 


March 7-13  
 


March 15 
 
 


March 17-
22 


 Spring Break 
 
Work day for paper projects. Prepare a report! 
 
 
Political Parties, Elections and Institutional Design 
 
Readings: 
Haerpfer, chapters 15, 16 and 17 
Teorel, chapter 6 
 
 
Debate: Institutions and Conflict Management in Democratizing 


Countries  
   


 
 


March 24 
 


  


In-class quiz 2: This is a *preliminary* date: I reserve the right to 
change this date with one week notice. 
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Part IV 


 
REGIONS AND TRANSITIONS 


   
March 29-


31- 
 
 
 
 


April 5-7 


 Southern Europe, Post-Communist Europe and Post-Soviet 
Russia  


 
Readings: 
Haerpfer, chapters 18 and 20 
 
 
Latin America 
 
Readings: 
Haerpfer, chapter 19 
 


 
April 12-14  Middle East and Africa 


 
Readings: 
Haerpfer, chapters 21 and 22 
 


 
April 19 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


April 21 
 
 
 
 


April 26 


  
East Asia 
 
Readings: 
Haerpfer, chapter 23 and chapter 24: conclusion 
Teorel, conclusion 
 
Debate: The Future of Democratization 
 
 
In-class quiz 3. This is a *preliminary* date: I reserve the right to 
change this date with one week notice. 
 
 
 
Back up (April 26 is due date for Papers—Bring them to class!) 
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The Date of the final exam will be announced by the registrar’s! 
 


 
 
Course Requirements & Methods of Evaluation 
 
 
16% - Participation. 
 
5% - Research paper proposal (Due March 1st) 
 
20% - Research Paper. (Due April 26th). 
 
39% - In class quizzes (13% for each quiz. There are 3 quizzes, constituting 39% of 
the overall grade). Concepts, vocabulary, short-answer essay questions on readings 
and lectures, closed book. 
 
20% - Final Exam (Date TBA by the registrar’s office) 
 
 
Paper Topic: Report the status of democracy in a transitioning country (i.e. an Arab 
spring country). Details will be explained in the first two weeks of classes. 
 
Late Paper Policy: Late papers are not acceptable. Exceptions are allowed only for 
extraordinary exceptional circumstances at instructor’s discretion. 
 
Make-up Exam/Assignment Policy: Make-ups will be given only for documented 
circumstances of illness or official college activities. Under such circumstances you 
are required to notify me in 24 hours after missing the exam or assignment.  
 
Letter/Grade Equivalencies: 
 


93% - 100%                A 
90% - 92.99%             A - 
87% - 89.99%             B + 
83% - 86.99%             B  
80% - 82.99%             B -  
77% - 79.99%             C + 
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73% - 76.99%             C 
70% - 72.99%             C - 
60% - 69.99%             D 
Below 60%                 F 


 
Curve Policy: No curve. 
 
Method of Grade Reporting: Webcourses@UCF. 
 
 
University Writing Center 


 
University Writing Center 
Colbourn 105 
Satellite Locations: Main Library, Rosen Library & Online 
407-823-2197 
http://uwc.ucf.edu/ 


 
The University Writing Center (UWC) offers writing support to UCF students from 
first-year to graduate in every discipline. Trained peer consultants provide help at 
every stage of the writing process, including understanding assignments, 
researching, drafting, revising, incorporating sources, and learning to proofread and 
edit. The UWC’s purpose is not merely to fix papers or to make better writers, but to 
teach writers strategies to navigate complex situations for writing, both in and 
outside the University. Consultations are available for individuals and small groups. 
To make the best use of the UWC, visit far enough before your due date to allow 
yourself time to revise after your consultation, browse the writing resources on our 
website, and arrange a regular weekly appointment if you’d like long-term help. You 
may schedule a 45-minute appointment by phone or by using the TutorTrac 
scheduler on our website; walk-in consultations are also available. In addition, the 
UWC seeks graduate and undergraduate tutors from all majors; contact the UWC to 
learn more about peer writing consulting and ENC 4275/5276: Theory & Practice of 
Tutoring Writing, our three-credit tutor-education course. 
 
Course Policies 
 
Embrace Diversity. The University of Central Florida recognizes that our 
individual differences can deepen our understanding of one another and the 
world around us, rather than divide us. In this class, people of all ethnicities, 
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genders and gender identities, religions, ages, sexual orientations, disabilities, 
socioeconomic backgrounds, regions, and nationalities are strongly encouraged to 
share their rich array of perspectives and experiences. If you feel your differences 
may in some way isolate you from UCF's community or if you have a need of any 
specific accommodations, please speak with the instructor early in the semester 
about your concerns and what we can do together to help you become an active 
and engaged member of our class and community. 
 
Campus Resources. You should be aware that help is available if you are struggling 
with this course! First see me, your instructor: I want you to understand the material 
and would be most pleased to help if you are having trouble. Other resources 
include the Student Academic Resource Center (SARC), for supplemental instruction 
and academic tutoring, and the University Writing Center. 
 
Disability Access Statement. The University of Central Florida is committed to 
providing reasonable accommodations for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus 
is available in alternate formats upon request. Students who need accommodations 
must be registered with Student Disability Services, Student Resource Center Room 
132, phone 407-823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone 407-823-2116, before requesting 
accommodations from the professor. 
 
UCF Creed. Integrity, scholarship, community, creativity, and excellence are the core 
values that guide our conduct, performance, and decisions. 
 
Ethics statement. As reflected in the UCF creed, integrity and scholarship are core 
values that should guide our conduct and decisions as members of the UCF 
community. Plagiarism and cheating contradict these values, and so are very serious 
academic offenses. Penalties can include a failing grade in an assignment or in the 
course, or suspension or expulsion from the university. Students are expected to 
familiarize themselves with and follow the University’s Rules of Conduct (see 
http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/). For more information about UCF's Rules of Conduct, 
see http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/. 
 
Academic Conduct Statement. UCF is committed to promoting a culture of 
academic integrity where faculty and students work together to meet our personal, 
professional, and social responsibilities. A degree from UCF is only valuable to the 
extent it reflects valid assessments of student learning. Misrepresenting your 
learning on tests, projects, reports, or papers invalidates your grades and tarnishes 
the credibility of UCF. While collaboration is encouraged in the learning and 
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studying process, you should assume that all tests, quizzes, etc. require your 
individual effort unless explicitly directed otherwise. Unauthorized collaboration, 
whether voluntary or not, is cheating. Unauthorized use of materials during a test, 
quiz, or other assessment is cheating. Regarding papers and projects, one of the core 
fluencies that students need to demonstrate is the ability to discern information that 
is common to the public from the intellectual property of individuals. Use of 
protected ideas, processes, or language without attribution or proper citation is 
plagiarism. 
 
Communication with Instructor Policy. In this class our official mode of 
communication is through email located inside Webcourses. All communication 
between student and instructor and between student and student should be 
respectful and professional. It is the student's responsibility to check the 
"coursemail" tool frequently. You may also wish to create a Knight's Email account at 
www.knightsemail.ucf.edu for separate official communication from the university. 
 
Course Accessibility Statement. It is my goal that this class be an accessible and 
welcoming experience for all students, including those with disabilities that may 
impact learning in this class. If anyone believes the design of this course poses 
barriers to effectively participating and/or demonstrating learning in this course, 
please meet with me (with or without a Student Disability Services (SDS) 
accommodation letter) to discuss reasonable options or adjustments. During our 
discussion, I may suggest the possibility/necessity of your contacting SDS (Ferrell 
Commons 185; 407-823-2371; sds@ucf.edu) to talk about academic accommodations. 
You are welcome to talk to me at any point in the semester about course design 
concerns, but it is always best if we can talk at least one week prior to the need for 
any modifications. 
 
Religious Observances. Students are expected to notify their instructor in advance if 
they intend to miss a quiz, the midterm exam, or the paper due date to observe a 
holy day of their religious faith. For a list of the major religious holidays in a number 
of faiths contact the Office of Diversity Initiatives at 407-823-6479. 
 
Deployed Active Duty Military Students. If you are a deployed active duty military 
student and feel that you may need a special accommodation due to that unique 
status, please contact your instructor to discuss your circumstances. 
 
UCF Cares. During your UCF career, you may experience challenges including 
struggles with academics, finances, or your personal well-being. UCF has a 
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multitude of resources available to all students. Please visit UCFCares.com if you are 
seeking resources and support, or if you are worried about a friend or classmate. 
Free services and information are included for a variety of student concerns, 
including but not limited to alcohol use, bias incidents, mental health concerns, and 
financial challenges. You can also e-mail ucfcares@ucf.edu with questions or for 
additional assistance. You can reach a UCF Cares staff member between 8 a.m. and 5 
p.m. by calling 407-823-5607. If you are in immediate distress, please call Counseling 
and Psychological Services to speak directly with a counselor 24/7 at 407-823-2811, or 
please call 911.  





		Course Outline






POS2041.0W57 American National Government  


Dr. Kerstin Hamann 


Spring 2016 


 


Instructor Contact 


Instructor Dr. Kerstin Hamann 


Office Phillips Hall 302 


Office 
Hours 


Dr. Hamann's Office Hours: Monday and Thursday 10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. and by appointment (even  
office hours, it's best to confirm via email first since I sometimes have meeting scheduled during offic  
hours) 


For GTA help or appointments (use Coursemail and send an email to your assigned GTA) 


Groups 1-3   TBA 


Groups 4-6  TBA 


Homepages http://politicalscience.cos.ucf.edu/people/hamann-kerstin/ 


Phone 407-823-2608 (no voice mail) 


E-mail Please use Coursemail for all emails 
 


Course Information 


Course Name POS2041 American National Government 
Credit Hours 3 Credit Hours 


Semester/Year Spring 2016 
Location Completely online (no required face-to-face meetings) 


 


Required Text 


• "GOVT7." 2015. Edward I. Sidlow & Beth Henschen. Wadsworth Publishing; 7th 
edition. 


• This edition of the book can be bought either online or at the UCF bookstore 







o You do not need to buy the access code or any other supplemental materials that 
might be offered with the book. 


 


Course Requirements 


Assignments • You are responsible for keeping a copy of all assignments for this 
class. 


• You are also responsible for checking that the grades posted online are 
correct; any discrepancies must be reported to the instructor within 
one week of being posted. 


Late, make-
up, and extra 
credit work 


• All quizzes are opened on the first day of the semester, but their 
deadlines correspond with the modules in which the material is 
discussed. 


o If you miss a quiz deadline, you will NOT be permitted to take 
that quiz, no exceptions! 


• Other late work (initial discussion postings and essays) will be 
penalized at a rate of 5 points per day late (including weekend days 
and holidays unless otherwise noted in the module). 


o The Final Exam is penalized at 10 points per day late 
• Because discussion postings cannot be made after the discussion is 


closed - there is no late option for final discussion postings. 
• No work will be accepted more than a week after the deadline (or 


three days after the deadline for the final exam). 
• There are no substitute assignments and positively NO EXTRA 


CREDIT, so please don't ask! 
• No module grades will be discussed a week after it was posted. 


 


Evaluation and Grading 


The following scale will be used for the assignment of final grades. 


Letter Grade Points 


A 90-100 


B 80-89 


C 70-79 


D 60-69 


F 59 or below 







Course Overview 


Welcome to POS2041, American National Government! These are truly exciting times for the 
United States as major political issues are being discussed and decided during these challenging 
times. The presidential primaries are in full swing, and other issues such as immigration, 
terrorism, health care, debates around gun violence, and so forth are hotly debated. This class 
will prepare you to better understand these, and many other, issues, and provide you with the 
tools to have an informed opinion that is grounded in an understanding of the of the historical 
foundations of the United States, the institutions, the policy-making processes, and policy areas 
of the country. The textbook will provide a solid foundation for your knowledge, but the class 
requires that you keep up-to-date with current events and do some independent research to see 
how the material you learn in the book actually applies to current events and issues. 
Understanding the political underpinnings of U.S. politics will help you understand current 
political debates better, help you form an informed opinion, and make you better equipped to be 
an engaged citizen. Throughout the course, you will be asked to provide evidence for your 
reasoning, question others and thereby challenge them to provide evidence as well, and critically 
examine evidence provided by different sources. This is part of what the discipline of political 
science is all about - to collect, analyze, and critically evaluate empirical evidence. 


  


Course Structure 


The course contains 8 modules, 14 chapters "pop" quizzes, and a final exam. Modules typically 
have discussions to explore core concepts further and push you to apply them to specific issues 
and/or essays that integrate much of what you learned in critical reflection. For each module I 
have uploaded the publisher's PowerPoint slides summarizing the main points of the assigned 
textbook chapters; this should help you structure the course material, but should not be used as 
an alternative to reading the textbook. Finally, each module has deadlines within the module 
period - typically, pop quizzes are due first since you need to complete the reading before you 
can enter into an informed discussion; there is a deadline for the first discussion posting, and a 
separate one for the additional follow-up postings (this allows the discussion to flow like a real 
face-to-face discussion). Short papers are typically due at the end of the module. It is crucial that 
you are aware of all these deadlines as soon as a module opens so you don't miss any parts and 
lose points. (You can see all the semester's deadlines by clicking on the syllabus link on the left 
of this page, in the calendar, and also within each module's instructions). Your chapter pop quiz 
grades will be combined into a single score that is worth 5% of your final class grade (see the 
syllabus for more information on how your class grade is calculated). 


To get started, please review the Announcements, Syllabus, Schedule (available on the left of 
this page) and the Course Rules and Policies, etc. available at the top of this page): these are the 
ground rules, policies, and expectations for the class. I have also uploaded a statement on how to 
write clear, concise, well documented short papers and an example of a good quality reply 
posting. 







I have uploaded some additional class readings to the LINKS page. If you're new to using the 
CANVAS program, please check out the guide to webcourses above and/or the "Success 
Resources" link to the left of this page.  


Now, click on "Modules" on the left-hand side of this page, then click on Module 1: 
Introduction, and follow the instructions. I wish you all a great semester and welcome to the 
class! 


I wish you all a great semester,  


Dr. Hamann 


 


  Grading 


Assignment Percentage of Grade 
Module #1 1% 


Your highest 6 grades from the 7 
substantive modules (#2 through #8) 


12% each. Your lowest substantive module grade 
will be automatically dropped (see caveat in 
Academic honesty, below). 


 Pop Quizzes 5% 


Final exam 22% 


Total 100% 


  


Schedule 


Module Dates Topic/Module Readings 


PART I: INTRODUCTION TO AMERICAN NATIONAL GOVERNMENT 


Jan 11- 18 Module #1: Introduction  Read: Ch. 1 


Jan 14 – 25 


Module #2: US 
Government Foundations, 
Constitution and 
Federalism 


Read: Chs. 2, 3 


PART II: RIGHTS AND LIBERTIES 


Jan 25 - Feb 1 
Module #3: Civil Rights 
and Liberties 


Read: Chs. 4, 5 







PART III: THE POLITICS OF DEMOCRACY 


Feb 1 - Feb 15 
Module #4: Interest Groups 
and Political Parties  


Read: Chs. 6, 7 


  


Feb 15 - 29 
Module #5: Public 
Opinion, Voting.Politics 
and the Media  


Read: Chs. 8, 10 


Feb 29 - Mar 21 
Module #6: Campaigns and 
Elections 


Read: Ch. 9 


Spring Break March 7th - 13th (no classes - spring break) 


PART IV: INSTITUTIONS 


Mar 21 - Apr 4 
Module #7: The 
Bureaucracy and the 
Judiciary 


Read: Chs. 13, 14 


Apr 4 - 18 
Module #8: Congress and 
the Presidency 


Read: Chs. 11, 12 


Apr 18 - 28 
Final exam.Must be 
uploaded before 11 pm 
April 28th  


Read: all chapters in textbook 


NB. Full deadlines details are available in each module instructions (and in the live syllabus 
listing below). 


  


Attendance Policy 


Because this is a completely online class with no face-to-face meetings, there is no attendance 
policy, as such. Having said that, you need to keep up with the pace of the class and participate 
in all parts of each of the modules. Note that each module contains several deadlines; that is, not 
all work for a module is due on the last day listed on the Schedule. You must read each module's 
instructions for a list of deadlines for the various assignments and deadlines. It is your 
responsibility to check these deadlines as soon as a module opens so you won't miss any due 
dates. 


NB: The federally-mandated attendance reporting policy for financial aid purposes requires you 
to complete an assignment before the end of the first week (before 5:00 pm on Friday) for 
financial aid disbursement. I will use the citizenship quiz for this purpose. It does not matter 
what score you receive on the citizenship quiz, but you must complete it before the deadline. 
Failure to do so might impact your financial aid and/or other support. 







Academic Honesty 


 Academic dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated. If you are uncertain as to what 
constitutes academic dishonesty, please consult The Golden Rule, the University of Central 
Florida's Student Handbook (http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/) for further details.  As in all 
University courses, The Golden Rule Rules of Conduct will be applied.  Violations of these rules 
will result in a record of the infraction being placed in your file and receiving a zero on the work 
in question AT A MINIMUM.  At the instructor’s discretion, you may also receive a failing 
grade for the course. Confirmation of such incidents can also result in expulsion from the 
University. Plagiarism and cheating of any kind on any examination, quiz, or assignment fall 
under this policy and may be subject to appropriate referral to the Office of Student Conduct for 
further action. Any module that contains any material that is identified by the professor as 
plagiarized will not be eligible to be dropped as your lowest grade. Please do not plagiarize! It is 
imperative that you cite all your sources properly, use in-text citations, and clearly identify direct 
quotes from other sources.  


For all essay assignments in this course, we will utilize turnitin.com, an automated system which 
instructors can use to quickly and easily compare each student's assignment with billions of web 
sites, as well as an enormous database of student papers that grows with each submission. Your 
essays will automatically be submitted to turnitin.com when you upload them to Canvas, so you 
will not have to go through a separate submission process. After the assignment is processed, as 
instructor I receive a report from turnitin.com that states if and how another author’s work was 
used in the assignment. For a more detailed look at this process visit http://www.turnitin.com.  


I will assume for this course that you will adhere to the academic creed of this University and 
will maintain the highest standards of academic integrity.  


I will also adhere to the highest standards of academic integrity, so please do not ask me to 
change (or expect me to change) your grade for reasons unrelated to the quality of your work or 
to bend or break rules for one person that will not apply to everyone. 


Furthermore, any attempt to save, store, distribute, or discuss any quiz questions for this class 
will be interpreted as cheating and will be treated accordingly. 


All your work must be done on your own; you are not allowed to collaborate on quizzes, 
discussion postings, or essays. In short, all your written work and work submitted for grading 
must be your own, original work produced for this class only.  


Title IX 


Title IX makes it clear that violence and harassment based on sex that interferes with educational 
opportunities is an offense subject to the same penalties as offenses based on other protected 
categories such as race, national origin, etc. If you or someone you know has been harassed or 
assaulted, you can find resources available to support the victim, including confidential 
resources, and information concerning reporting options at shield.ucf.edu. Perpetrators are 
subject to expulsion or termination and may also be subject to criminal penalties. 



http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://creed.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://www.turnitin.com/

http://creed.sdes.ucf.edu/





Disability Access 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all 
persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students 
with disabilities who need accommodations in this course must contact the professor at the 
beginning of the semester to discuss needed accommodations. No accommodations will be 
provided until the student has met with the professor to request accommodations. Students who 
need accommodations must be registered with Student Accessibility Services 
(http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/), phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before 
requesting accommodations from the professor. 


  


University Writing Center: 


The University Writing Center (UWC) is a free resource for UCF undergraduates and graduates. 
At the UWC, a trained writing consultant will work individually with you on anything you're 
writing (in or out of class), at any point in the writing process from brainstorming to editing. 
Appointments are recommended, but not required. For more information or to make an 
appointment, visit the UWC website at http://www.uwc.ucf.edu, stop by MOD 608, or call 
407.823.2197. 


 



http://www.uwc.ucf.edu/



		POS2041.0W57 American National Government

		Instructor Contact

		Course Information

		Required Text

		Course Requirements

		Evaluation and Grading

		Schedule

		Academic Honesty

		Title IX

		Disability Access






1 
 


International Politics of the Middle East 


University of Central Florida 
Spring 2016 


 
Güneş Murat Tezcür 


Jalal Talabany Endowed Chair of Kurdish Political Studies 
Department of Political Science 


Office Phone: 407-823-2040 
tezcur@ucf.edu 


http://tezcur.org 
 


M 6:00-8:50 PM         Office Hours 
Classroom Building I O301        HPH 302F 


M 3-5 PM 
 
 
 


I. Description 
 


This course, primarily informed by comparative politics and international relations sub-
disciplines of political science, offers a thematic study of politics of the Middle East. The 
introductory sections discuss the historical formation of the Middle East, explore the borders of 
the region, and situate its politics in an interregional context. These sections will help students 
develop a good knowledge of the Middle Eastern politics. The rest of the course focuses on ten 
themes central to Middle Eastern politics: political regimes, Islamist politics, natural resources, 
political violence, the US policies, gender issues, Arab-Israeli Conflict, the Kurdish question, the 
Arab uprisings, and the Islamic State.  


The main course objectives are to 
 
• Introduce students to the basic historical, geographical, and societal characteristics of the 


Middle Eastern countries. 
• Stimulate students’ curiosity about the complexity and diversity of the Middle 


Eastern politics. 
• Make students proficient in the theoretically guided and empirically sophisticated academic 


literature on Middle Eastern politics.  
• Enable students to identify the causal dynamics of political phenomena in the Middle East.  
• Empower students to undertake their own independent research projects related to security 


related political issues in the Middle East.  
 
 



mailto:tezcur@ucf.edu

http://tezcur.org/
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II. Requirements & Assignments  
 


The following books are required and should be purchased: 


• James L. Gelvin, The Modern Middle East: A History. 4th Ed. New York: Oxford UP. 
• Fred Halliday, The Middle East in International Relations: Power, Politics and Ideology. 


Cambridge: Cambridge UP, 2005. 


All other required readings are available online at webcourses@UCF.  


A. 15%: Survey of the Middle East Exam (January 25) 
B. 15%: Tableau Graph (February 26) 
C. 20%: Class Participation 
D. 20%: Two Literature Review Papers  
E. 30%: Research Paper (April 29) 
 
A. Survey of the Middle East Exam 


The material covered in the first three weeks will be the basis of this exam on January 25, 
including the entire content of Gelvin and Halliday books. Students are expected to develop a 
solid understanding of the evolution of the modern political history of the Middle East, its 
geography, and salient contemporary issues in the region.  


B. Tableau Graph  
 


Tableau software produces visually informative and appealing graphs that will boost academic 
presentations and writings. Each student should download Tableau for free (a 1-year license) at 
http://www.tableau.com/academic/students.  A cross-national dataset with a variety of 
indicators will be provided. Students will have the opportunity to collect additional data. The 
goal is to generate graphs that will offer informed and insightful comparative perspectives 
about the Middle Eastern countries. There will be a training session on February 8. The Tableau 
will be submitted electronically via webcourses@UCF by 5 pm, Friday 19.  
 


C. Class Participation 
 
Class participation involves informed and active contribution to discussions we have on the 
themes in each session. Obviously, the quality of one’s participation matters significantly more 
than its frequency and intensity. Counterintuitive and creative comments offering unique 
insights will be especially rewarded. Such participation is possible only if students come to 
classroom only after reading the required readings for the week. Additionally, every student 
will be assigned a leadership role at least once a semester (10 percent). The assignments will be 
made at the beginning of the semester. In this capacity, students are expected to lead and 
stimulate discussion by staging questions, offering criticisms of the arguments and 
methodologies, and identifying promising areas of research.  
 



http://www.tableau.com/academic/students
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D. Literature Review Papers 
 
Students are expected to write two literature review papers on themes we cover in this class. 
One of the papers needs to be written before the Spring Break on one of the following topics: 
political rule, political economy, or Islamist moderation. The second paper will be written on 
one of the following topics: political violence, the US policies, gender and politics, the Arab-
Israeli conflict, the Arab uprisings, and the Islamic State. A student may not write a literature 
review paper for a week s/he acts as a discussion leader. Literature review papers should 
critically engage with the required readings and some of the additional readings listed under 
every thematic week. In these papers, students should focus on how scholars approach one or 
several research questions central to the theme.  
 
Students must submit their papers as WORD documents via webcourses@UCF before the class 
session we will discuss that particular theme. For instance, if a paper reviews the literature on 
Islamist moderation, it is due 6 pm, February 22. All papers should be between 2,000 and 2,500 
words. Shorter or longer papers will incur a penalty in grading. Late papers will not be graded.   
 


E. Research Paper  
 


Each student is also expected to write a research paper on a specific research question related to 
the themes we cover in this course. The research question guiding the paper could be general, 
while the empirical focus could be narrower. For instance, a paper addressing the following 
question, “What are the sources of anti-Americanism in the Middle East?” can utilize data from 
a freely available public opinion survey conducted in a single country such as Jordan or Egypt. 
While they will be considered work-in-progress (not ready for publication), papers should 
demonstrate a systematic attempt to consult original sources that may include printed and 
online texts in primary languages (e.g., Arabic, Persian, Turkish, Kurdish, Armenian, etc.), 
public opinion data (e.g., Arab Barometer, World Values Surveys, Pew Global Attitudes 
Project), cross-national databases (e.g., the UCDP/PRIO Armed Conflict Dataset, the 
Nonviolent and Violent Campaigns and Outcomes Data Project, the Ethnic Power Relations 
Dataset), and memoirs and documents related to foreign policy making (e.g., the National 
Security Archive). Papers can focus on a single case (remember, a case is not necessarily a 
country) or several cases. They may employ large-N statistical as well as in-depth historical 
analyses. Readings provided in the syllabus will be useful in deciding on the research papers. 
 
Research papers are graded on the basis of five criteria: 


1. The articulation of a feasible and interesting research question 
2. The scope and depth of literature review 
3. The soundness of research design 
4. The organizational cohesion  
5. The quality of research  
6. Language  


 
Students have to communicate their research paper topics to me by the April 4 session after 
consultations with me. Research papers must be submitted as WORD documents via 
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webcourses@UCF due 5 pm, April 29. They should be between 6,000 and 8,000 words. SShorter 
or longer papers will incur a penalty in grading. Late papers will not be graded.   
 
Below is a list of potential research questions: 
 
• What factors explain the success or failure of popular mobilizations in the Middle East? 
• Why are some Middle Eastern regimes more stable than others? 
• What factors explain the pattern of US interventions in the Middle East? 
• Under what conditions do parties and movements develop democratic commitments in the 


Middle East? 
• What factors explain the success or failure of negotiations regarding international disputes in 


the Middle East? 
• Why are some armed groups more successful than others in mobilizing mass support in the 


Middle East? 
• Why do some armed groups employ terrorist tactics but not others in the Middle East? 
• Why do ordinary people join political groups risking their well-being in the Middle East? 
• What factors shape political attitudes of the Middle Eastern publics? 
• What factors impede or foster gender equality in the Middle East? 
 
Grade and Make-Up Policy  
 
Due dates are absolutely non-negotiable. Students who fail to complete Tableau and paper 
assignments receive 0 point for the assignment. Students have to present proper 
documentation for any make-ups. The following grade scale is applicable in this class: A: 100-
94, A-: 93-90, B+: 89-87, B: 86-84, B-: 83-80, C+: 79-77, C: 76-74, C-: 73-70, D+: 69-67, D: 66-60, F: 
59-0. Grades are rounded to the nearest integer (e.g., 79.4=79, 79.6=80). 
 
III. Academic Honesty 
 
As reflected in the UCF creed, integrity and scholarship are core values that should guide our 
conduct and decisions as members of the UCF community. Plagiarism and cheating contradict 
these values, and so are very serious academic offenses. UCF’s Golden Rule defines plagiarism 
as follows: “whereby another’s work is used or appropriated without any indication of the 
source, thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s own.”  
 
All acts of academic dishonesty including plagiarism, cheating, submitting false documents, 
and copying another student’s work will be penalized by an F for the course without any 
exception and leniency. If you are not sure what constitutes as academic dishonesty while doing 
your research, you should consult me at once. 


IV. Accessibility 
The UCF is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all persons with 
disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students with 
disabilities who need accommodations in this course must contact the professor at the 
beginning of the semester to discuss needed accommodations. No accommodations will be 
provided until the student has met with the professor to request accommodations. Students 
who need accommodations must be registered with Student Disability Services, Student 
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Resource Center Room 132, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before 
requesting accommodations from me.  


V. Course Schedule  
 


Week I (January 11): What is the Middle East? 
 
Required Readings 
 
Nikki R. Keddie, “Is there a Middle East?” International Journal of Middle East Studies 4 (1973): 


255-271.  
Fred Halliday, “’Orientalism’ and its Critics,” British Journal of Middle Eastern Studies 20 (1993): 


145-163. 
Lisa Anderson, “Scholarship, Policy, Debate and Conflict: Why We Study the Middle East and 


Why It Matters,” Middle East Studies Association Bulletin 38 (2004): 2-15.  
 
Week II (January 25): Modern History and Politics of the Middle East 
 
Required Readings 
 
James Gelvin, The Modern Middle East. Entire book.  
 
Week III (February 1): International Order in the Middle East 
 
Required Readings 


 
Fred Halliday, The Middle East in International Relations. Entire book.  


 
Survey of the Middle East Exam.  
 
Week IV (February 8): Tableau Session & Documentary 
  
Tableau 9.1 software training 
 
Week V (February 15): Political Rule in the Middle East  
 
Why and how does authoritarian rule prevail in the Middle East? 
 
Required Readings 
 
Lisa Wedeen, Ambiguities of Domination. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 


1999, pp. 1-31. 
Eva Bellin, “The Robustness of Authoritarianism in the Middle East: Exceptionalism in  


Comparative Perspective,” Comparative Politics 36 (2004): 139-157. 
Holger Albrecht and Oliver Schlumberger, “Waiting for Godot”: Regime Change without 


Democratization in the Middle East,” International Political Science Review 25 (2004): 371-392.  
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Ellen Lust-Okar, “Elections under Authoritarianism: Preliminary Lessons from Jordan,” 
Democratization 13 (2006): 456-471.  
 
F. Gregory Gause, “Why Middle East Studies Missed the Arab Spring: The Myth of 


Authoritarian Stability,” Foreign Affairs 90 (2011): 81-90. 
 
Additional Readings 


 
Nazih N. Ayubi, Over-Stating the Arab State: Politics and Society in the Middle East. London: 


I.B.Tauris, 1996. 
James T. Quinlivan, “Coup-Proofing: Its Practice and Consequences in the 


Middle East,” International Security 24 (1999): 131-165. 
Steven M. Fish, “Islam and Authoritarianism,” World Politics 55 (2002): 4-37. 
Raymond Hinnebusch, “Authoritarian Persistence, Democratization Theory and the Middle 


East: An Overview and Critique,” Democratization 13 (2006): 373-395. 
Oliver Schlumberger, ed., Debating Arab Authoritarianism: Dynamics and Durability in 


Nondemocratic Regimes. Palo Alto, CA: Stanford UP, 2007.    
Amaney A. Jamal, Of Empires and Citizens: Pro-American Democracy or No Democracy at All? 


Princeton, NJ: Princeton UP, 2012.  
Ceren Belge and Ekrem Karakoç, “Minorities in the Middle East: Ethnicity, Religion, and 


Support for Authoritarianism,” Political Research Quarterly 68 (2015): 280-292. 
 
Week VI (February 22): Islamist Moderation 
 
What factors make Islamist parties and movements moderate? 
 
Required Readings 
 


Carrie Rosefsky Wickham, “The Path to Moderation: Strategy and Learning in 
the Formation of Egypt’s Wasaf Party,” Comparative Politics 36 (January 2004): 
205-228. 


Jillian Schwedler, “Can Islamists Become Moderates? Rethinking the Inclusion-Moderation 
Hypothesis?” World Politics 62 (2011): 347-376. 


Güneş Murat Tezcür, “Moderation Theory Revisited: The Case of Islamic Political Actors,” 
Party Politics 16 (2010): 69-88.” 


Francesco Cavatorta and Fabio Merone, “Moderation through Exclusion? The Journey of the 
Tunisian Ennahda from Fundamentalist to Conservative Party,” Democratization 20 (2013): 857-
875.  


 
Additional Readings 
 


Mona El-Ghobashy, “The Metamorphosis of the Egyptian Muslim Brothers,” International 
Journal of Middle East Studies 37 (2005): 373-395. 


Janine A. Clark, “The Conditions of Islamist Moderation: Unpacking Cross-Ideological 
Cooperation in Jordan,” International Journal of Middle East Studies 38 (2006): 539-560.  


Jillian Schwedler, Faith in Moderation: Islamist Parties in Jordan and Yemen. New York: 
Cambridge UP, 2006.  
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Omar Ashour, The De-Eadicalization of Jihadists: Transforming Armed Islamist Movements. New 
York: Routledge, 2009. 


Murat Somer, “Does it Take Democrats to Democratize? Lessons from Islamic and Secular 
Elite Values in Turkey,” Comparative Political Studies 44 (2011): 511-545.  


Nathan J. Brown, When Victory is Not an Option: Islamist Movements in Arab Politics. Ithaca, 
NY: Cornell UP, 2012. 


Carrie Rosefsky Wickham, The Muslim Brotherhood: Evolution of an Islamist Movement. 
Princeton, NJ: Princeton UP, 2015. 


 
Week VII (February 29): Political Economy of the Middle East 
 
How does natural resource wealth shape domestic and international politics in the region? 
 
Required Readings 
 


Hazem Beblawi, “The Rentier State in the Arab World,” in Giacomo Luciani ed., The Arab 
State. London: Routledge, 1990, pp. 85-98. 


Michael L. Ross, “Does Oil Hinder Democracy?” World Politics 53 (2001): 325-361. 
Michael Herb, “No Representation without Taxation? Rents, Development, and 


Democracy,” Comparative Politics 37 (2005): 297-316. 
Steffen Hertog, “Defying the Resource Curse: Explaining Successful State-Owned 


Enterprises in Rentier States,” World Politics 62 (April 2010): 261-301. 
Kevan Harris, “The Rise of the Subcontractor State: Politics of Pseudo-Privatization in the 


Islamic Republic of Iran,” International Journal of Middle East Studies 45 (2013): 45-70. 
 


Additional Readings 
Benjamin Smith, "Oil Wealth and Regime Survival in the Developing World, 


1960-1999," American Journal of Political Science 48(April 2004): 232-246. 
Jan Selby, "The Geopolitics of Water in the Middle East: Fantasies and Realities." Third World 


Quarterly 26 (2005): 329-349. 
Sabri Ciftci, “Modernization, Islam, or Social Capital: What Explains Attitudes toward 


Democracy in the Muslim World?” Comparative Political Studies 43 (2010): 1442-1470. 
Melani Cammett and Sukriti Issar. "Bricks and Mortar Clientelism: Sectarianism and the 


Logics of Welfare Allocation in Lebanon." World Politics 62 (2010): 381-421. 
Stephen Haber and Victor Menaldo, “Do natural resources fuel authoritarianism? A 


reappraisal of the resource curse,” American Political Science Review 105 (2011): 1-26. 
 
Week VIII (March 14): Political Violence in the Middle East  
 
What are the micro and macro causes of political violence in the Middle East? 
 
Required Readings 
 


Ian Lustick, “The Absence of Middle Eastern Great Powers: Political ‘Backwardness’ in 
Comparative Perspective,” International Organization 51 (2003): 653–83. 


Robert Pape, “The Strategic Logic of Suicide Terrorism,” American Political Science Review 97 
(2003): 343-361. 
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Mirjam Sorli, Nils Petter Gleditsch, and Havard Strand, “Why is there so Much Conflict in 


the Middle East?” Journal of Conflict Resolution 49 (2005):141-165. 
Stephen Biddle, Jeffrey A. Friedman, and Jacob N. Shapiro, “Testing the Surge: Why did 


Violence Decline in Iraq in 2007?” International Security 37 (2012): 7-40. Skim “Correspondence: 
Assessing the Synergy Thesis in Iraq,” International Security 37 (2013): 173-198. 


Sarah Elizabeth Parkinson, "Organizing rebellion: Rethinking high-risk mobilization and 
social networks in war." American Political Science Review 107 (2013): 418-432. 


 
Additional Readings 


Mia M Bloom, "Palestinian suicide bombing: Public support, market share, and 
outbidding," Political Science Quarterly 119 (2004): 61-88. 


Etel Solingen, “Pax Asiatica versus Belli Levantina: The Foundations of War and 
Peace in East Asia and the Middle East,” American Political Science Review 101 (2007): 757-780. 


Claude Berrebi, “Evidence about the Link between Education, Poverty and Terrorism 
among Palestinians,” Peace Economics, Peace Science and Public Policy 13 (2007): 1-36. 


Bahney, Benjamin W., et al. "Insurgent compensation: Evidence from Iraq," The American 
Economic Review 103 (2013): 518-522. 


Anna Getmansky and Thomas Zeitzoff, “Terrorism and Voting: The Effect of Rocket Threat 
on Voting in Israeli Elections,” American Political Science Review 108 (2014): 588-604. 


Jacob N. Shapiro and Nils B. Weidmann, “Is the Phone Mightier than the Sword? 
Cellphones and Insurgent Violence in Iraq,” International Organization 69 (2015): 247-274. 
 
Week IX (March 21): The US in the Middle East  
 
What factors explain US policies in the Middle East? How is the US perceived in the region? 
 
Required Readings: 
 


Chaim Kaufmann, "Threat inflation and the failure of the marketplace of ideas: The selling 
of the Iraq war." International Security 29 (2004): 5-48.  


Raymond Hinnebusch, “The US Invasion of Iraq: Explanations and Implications,” Middle 
East Critique 16 (2007): 209-228. 


Meghana Nayak and Christopher Malone, “American Orientalism and American 
Exceptionalism: A Critical Rethinking of US Hegemony,” International Studies Review 11 (2009): 
253-276. 


Lisa Blaydes and Drew A. Linzer, “Elite Competition, Religiosity, and anti-Americanism in 
the Islamic World,” American Political Science Review 106 (2012): 225-243.  
 
Additional Readings 


Michael C. Hudson, “To Play the Hegemon: Fifty Years of US Policy toward the 
Middle East,” The Middle East Journal 50 (1996): 329-343. 


Melani McAlister, Epic Encounters: Culture, Media, and U.S. Interests in the Middle East, 1945-
2000. Berkeley: University of California Press, 2001. 


John Mearsheimer and Stephen Walt, “The Israeli Lobby and US Foreign,” Middle East Policy 
13 (2008): 29-87. 
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Jody C. Baumgartner, Peter L. Francia, and Jonathan S. Morris, “A Clash of Civilizations? 
The Influence of Religion on Public Opinion of U.S. Foreign Policy in the Middle East,” Political 
Research Quarterly 61 (2008): 171-179. 


Gregory Gause, III, and Ian S. Lustick. “America and the Regional Powers in a Transforming 
Middle East,” Middle East Policy 19 (2012): 1-9. 
 
Week X (March 28): Gender and Politics in the Middle East  
 
What factors impede gender equality in the Middle East? How is gender related to other 
political issues? 
 
Required Readings 


 
Deniz Kandiyoti, “Bargaining with Patriarchy,” Gender & Society 2 (1988): 274-290. 
Saba Mahmood, “Feminist Theory, Embodiment, and the Docile Agent: Some Reflections on 


the Egyptian Islamic Revival,” Cultural Anthropology 16 (2001): 202-236. 
Lila Abu Lughod, “Do Muslim Women Really Need Saving?” American Anthropologist 104 


(2002): 783-790. 
Michael L. Ross, “Oil, Islam, and Women,” American Political Science Review 102 


(2008): 107-124. 
Sarah Sunn Bush and Amaney A. Jamal, “Anti-Americanism, Authoritarian Politics, and 


Attitudes about Women’s Representation: Evidence from a Survey Experiment in Jordan,” 
International Studies Quarterly 59 (2015): 34-45. 
 
Additional Readings 


 
Nilüfer Göle, The Forbidden Modern: Civilization and Veiling, Ann Arbor: University of 


Michigan Press, 1996. 
Lisa Blaydes and Drew A. Linzer, “The Political Economy of Women’s Support for 


Fundamentalist Islam,” World Politics 60 (2008): 576-609. 
Leila Ahmed, A Quiet Revolution: The Veil’s Resurgence, from the Middle East to America. New 


Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 2012. 
Victor Asal, Richard Legault, Ora Szekely, and Jonathan Wilkenfeld, “Gender Ideologies 


and Forms of Contentious Mobilization in the Middle East,” Journal of Peace Research 50 (2013): 
305-318. 


Andrew Beath, Fotini Christia, and Ruben Enikolopov, “Empowering Women through 
Development Aid: Evidence from a Field Experiment in Afghanistan,” American Political Science 
Review 107 (2013): 540-557. 
 
Week XI (April 4): Arab-Israeli Conflict  
 
What factors make the Arab-Israeli conflict intractable? What are the implications of this conflict 
for regional and international politics? 
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Required Readings 
 
Oren Yiftachel, “’Ethnocracy’: The Politics of Judaizing Israel/Palestine,” Constellations 6 


(1999): 364-390. 
Oren Barak, “The Failure of the Israeli-Palestinian Peace Process, 1993-2000,” Journal of Peace 


Research 42 (2005): 719-736. 
James H. Lebovic and William R. Thompson, “An Illusionary or Elusive Relationship? The 


Arab-Israel Conflict and Repression in the Middle East,” Journal of Politics 68 (2006): 502-518. 
Wendy Pearlman, “Spoiling Inside and Out: Internal Political Contestation and the Middle 


East Peace Process,” International Security 33 (2009): 79-109.  
Rashid Khalidi, “The United States and Palestine,” in Resurrecting Empire. Boston: Beacon 


Press, 2004, pp. 118-150. 
 


Additional Readings 
 


Yoav Peled, “Ethnic Democracy and the Legal Construction of Citizenship: Arab Citizens of 
the Jewish State,” American Political Science Review 86 (1992): 432-443.  


Rashid Khalidi, Palestinian Identity: The Construction of Modern National Consciousness. New 
York: Columbia UP, 1997.  


Sammy Smooha, “The Model of Ethnic Democracy: Israel as a Jewish and Democratic 
State,” Nations and Nationalism 8 (2002): 475-503.  


Ravi Bhavnani, Dan Miodownik, and Hyun Jin Choi, “Violence and Control in Civil 
Conflict: Israel, the West Bank, and Gaza,” Comparative Politics 44 (2011): 61-80. 


Laura Dugan and Erica Chenoweth, “Moving beyond Deterrence: The Effectiveness of 
Raising the Expected Utility of Abstaining from Terrorism in Israel,” American Sociological 
Review 77 (2012): 597-624.  


Devorah Manekin, “Violence against Civilians in the Second Intifada: The Moderating Effect 
of Armed Group Structure on Opportunistic Violence,” Comparative Political Studies 46 (2013): 
1273-1300. 


 
Week XII (April 11): The Kurdish Question 
 
What factors explain variation in temporal and spatial variation in Kurdish nationalist violent 
and non-violent mobilization? 
 
Required Readings 


 
Dahlman, Carl. "The Political Geography of Kurdistan." Eurasian Geography and Economics 43 


(2002): 271-299. 
Nicole F. Watts, “Activists in Office: Pro-Kurdish Contentious Politics in Turkey,” 


Ethnopolitics 5 (2006): 125-144. 
Mehmet Gurses, “Transnational Ethnic Kin and Civil War Outcomes,” Political Research 


Quarterly 68 (2015): 142-153.  
Güneş Murat Tezcür, “Ordinary People, Extraordinary Risks: Joining an Ethnic Rebellion,” 


American Political Science Review (forthcoming).  
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Additional Readings 
 
Murat Somer, “Resurgence and Remaking of Identity: Civil Beliefs, Domestic and External 


Dynamics, and the Turkish Mainstream Discourse on Kurds,” Comparative Political Studies 38 
(2005): 591-622. 


David Romano, The Kurdish Nationalist Movement: Opportunity, Mobilization and Identity. New 
York: Cambridge UP, 2006. 


Aliza Marcus, Blood and Belief: The PKK and the Kurdish Fight for Independence. New York: 
New York UP, 2007.  


Erdem Yörük, “Welfare Provision as Political Containtment: The Politics of Social Assistance 
and the Kurdish Conflict in Turkey,” Politics & Society 40 (2012): 517-547. 


Arzu Kibris, “The Conflict Trap Revisited: Civil Conflict and Educational Achievement,” 
Journal of Conflict Resolution 59 (2015): 645-670. 


Aysegul Aydin and Cem Emrence, Zones of Rebellion: Kurdish Insurgents and the Turkish State. 
Ithaca, NY: Cornell UP, 2015.  
 
Week XIII (April 18): The Arab Uprisings 


 
Kurt Weyland, “The Arab Spring: Why the Surprising Similarities with the Revolutionary 


Wave of 1848?” Perspectives on Politics 10 (2012): 917-934. 
Adeel Malik and Bassem Awadallah, “The Economics of the Arab Spring,” World 


Development 45 (2013): 296-313. 
Jason Brownlee, Tarek Masoud, and Andrew Reynolds, “Why the Modest Harvest?” Journal 


of Democracy 24 (2013): 29-44. 
Wendy Pearlman, “Emotions and the Microfoundations of the Arab Uprisings,” Perspectives 


on Politics 11(2013): 387-409.  
Michael Hoffman and Amaney Jamal, “Religion in the Arab Spring: Between Two 


Competing Narratives,” Journal of Politics 76 (2014): 593-606.  
 


Additional Readings 
 


Sean L. Yom and Gregory Gause III, “Resilient Royals: How Arab Monarchies Hang On,” 
Journal of Democracy 23 (2012): 74-88. 


Amy Holmes, “There are Weeks when Decades Happen: Structure and Strategy in the 
Egyptian Revolution,” Mobilization: An International Quarterly 17 (2012): 391-410. 


Curtis Ryan, “The New Arab Cold War and the Struggle for Syria,” Middle East Report 262 
(2012): 28-31. 


Mehran Kamrava, “The Arab Spring and the Saudi-led Counterrevolution,”Orbis 56 (2012): 
96-104. 


Marc Lynch, “After Egypt: The Limits and Promise of Online Challenges to the 
Authoritarian Arab State,” 9 (2011): 301-310. 


Philip N. Howard and Muzammil M. Hussain, Democracy’s Fourth Wave? Digital Media and 
the Arab Spring. New York: Oxford UP, 2014. 
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Week XIV (April 25): Jihadism and The Islamic State   
 
Required Readings 
 


Quintan Wiktorowicz, "Anatomy of the Salafi movement," Studies in Conflict & Terrorism 29 
(2006): 207-239. 


Assaf Moghadam, “Motives for Martyrdom: Al-Qaida, Salafi Jihad, and the Spread of 
Suicide Attacks,” International Security 33 (2009): 46-78. 


Thomas Hegghammer, “Should I Stay or Should I Go? Explaining Variation in Western 
Jihadists' Choice between Domestic and Foreign Fighting,” American Political Science Review 107 
(2013): 1-15. 


Scott Atran, Hammad Sheikh, and Angel Gomez, “Devoted actors sacrifice for close 
comrades and sacred cause,” Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences 111 (2014): 17702-
17703. 


Jytte Klausen, “Tweeting the Jihad: Social Media Networks of Western Foreign Fighters in 
Syria and Iraq,” Studies in Conflict & Terrorism 38 (2015): 1-22.  
 
Additional Readings 
 


Daniel Byman, "Al-Qaeda as an Adversary? Do We Understand Our Enemy?” World Politics 
56 (2003): 139-163. 


Marc Sageman, Understanding Terror Networks. University of Pennsylvania Press, 2004.  
Bruce Hoffman, Inside Terrorism. New York: Columbia UP, 2006. 
David Malet, Foreign Fighters: Transnational Identity in Civil Conflicts. New York: Oxford UP, 


2013. 
Kristin M. Bakke, “Help Wanted? The Mixed Record of Foreign Fighters in Domestic 


Insurgencies,” International Security 38 (2014): 150-187.  
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UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL FLORIDA 


Spring 2016 
 


Course Syllabus-Outline    Instructor, Robert S. Bass  
American National Government-Pos 2041  Office: TBA/D  
       Cell - 407.341.6355  


 
 


I. POS 2041: Course Description 
Theory, organization, principles and functions of national 
government, stressing relationships of individual to all levels of 
government in our political system.  
 
 


II. Texts and Materials 
We the People an introduction to American politics - Ninth (9th) 
shorter edition - Ginsberg, Lowi and Weir 


 
III. Course Calendar and Schedule (subject to revision) 
 
 
WEEK   TOPICS     CHAPTERS 


 1  Introduction      1 
2  American Political Culture   1 
3 & 4    Constitutional Democracy    2 
5  Federalism      3 
6  Examination One 
7  Civil Liberties     4 
8  Civil Rights      5 
9  Public Opinion/The Media   6 & 7 
10  Examination Two     
11  Political Participation &Voting/Political Parties 8 & 9 
12  Campaigns and Elections    10 
13  Group and Interests/Examination Three 11 
14  Congress and the Presidency   12 & 13 


 15  The Federal Courts    15 
16  Seminar 


17  Examination Four/TBA 
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IV. Evaluation, Testing and Grading 
There will be four (4) examinations of equal value this session.  Each 
exam will cover only the units specified including targeted lectures, 
class discussions, materials, online assignments and media during that 
unit.  
 
Part of the total grade may be earned by a critical article review (you 
will receive a handout in a few weeks).  This review will deal with 
issues of American National Government. 
 
A= 90-100% 
B=80-89%  
C=70-79% 
D=60-69% 
F=below 60% 


 
V. Student Responsibilities 


Students are responsible for all reading of text and handout material 
prior to class meeting covering those topics.  If you have difficulty 
with any of the reading or lecture material, please see instructor 
immediately.  Attendance is expected for every class meeting.  
However, should a class be missed, students are responsible for 
obtaining any information, notes or materials that were missed.  In the 
event an emergency causes an examination to be missed, one make-up 
exam may be taken within three (3) days after the scheduled exam.  
For all procedures and policies, refer to the UCF catalog and/or 
website. 
 


VI. Student Competencies 
Students will be given opportunities to think critically and make 
reasoned choices by acquiring, analyzing, synthesizing and evaluating 
data.  In addition, reading, listening, writing and speaking effectively 
will be promoted and practiced. 


 
 
 


VII. CLAST Competencies 
Reading skill, essay construction and English language skills are 
integral functions of this course. 
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VIII.   GEP Objectives for POS 2041 
 


Students who complete POS 2041 will demonstrate knowledge of 
American political philosophical and structural foundations 
 
Students who complete POS 2041 will demonstrate knowledge of 
American governmental institutions  
 
Students who complete POS 2041 will demonstrate knowledge of 
American political behavior 
 
Students who complete POS 2041 will demonstrate knowledge of 
American public policy 
 
Students who complete POS 2041 will be able to critically evaluate 
core aspects of American political and government 
 
Students who complete POS 2041 will understand how diversity in 
the United States impacts American politics and government 
 
Students who complete POS 2041 will demonstrate effective 
communication pertinent to American politics and government 
 


IX. Federal Financial Regulation Compliance:   Recording Academic 
Activity.  BACE submission for Week 1 of this term.   


 
As of Fall 2014, all faculty members have been required to 
document students’ academic activity at the beginning of each 
course.  In order to document that you began this course,  
complete the BACE academic activity by the end of the first week 
of classes.  Failure to do so will result in a delay in the 
disbursement of your financial aid.   
 
 


This is an interesting and important course.  It is my desire that 
you should gain much insight and understanding of our 
governmental institutions, procedures and individuals.  You are 
encouraged to express your opinions and thoughts as the class 
evolves. 
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POS2041– American National Government 
 


Department of Political Science 
College of Sciences, University of Central Florida 


Syllabus 
 


Instructor Information Course Information 


Instructor Dr. Annabelle Conroy Term: Spring 2016 


Office: HPH302R Section: 0604 


Phone (407) 823-6025 Credits: 3 


E-mail annabelle.conroy@ucf.edu  
Class Time: Mondays, Wednesdays 


and Fridays 


12:30 PM-1:20 PM 


Office hours: 


Monday: 2:30 PM – 5:00 PM 


Wednesday: 2:00 PM-5:00 PM 


Or by appointment 


Classroom: BHC 0129 


 
 


 


Course Overview  
 
POS2041-American National Government has been designed to provide a comprehensive 
introduction to the concepts and issues of the United States government. As such, it examines 
the structure, philosophy, accomplishments and failings of the American government. Students 
will examine and analyze why the American political system operates as it does, who wins and 
who loses in the process and why this system endures. 
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Course Objectives  
 
The main objectives of this course are: 
1. To provide students with a comprehensive introduction to the American system of 


government. 
2. To provide students with an understanding of the ways in which the various branches of the 


government, as well as other political actors, operate in the context of the American 
political institutions and processes. 


3. To show how the main political actors and institutions have changed over time. 
4. To develop key skills required for the successful study of political science and for the 


graduate job market. 
5. To provide students with the tools to become active and engaged citizens and to have the 


ability to make informed political decisions. 
 


By the end of the course students should: 
 
1. Have a thorough knowledge of American political institutions and processes. 
2. Be able to describe and account for the ways in which the various political actors interact 


with other key actors in the American political system. 
3. Understand the role of each one of the branches of government. 
4. Grasp the ways in which the American political system has evolved over time. 
 


 


Course Prerequisites 
 
This is an introductory course and, thus, there are no prerequisites for this course. 


 


Required Texts and Materials 
 
 
Sidlow, Edward and Beth Henschen (2015): Govt7.  Seventh Edition. Boston, MA: Wadsworth 
Political Science. ISBN: ISBN-10: 1285870298 /  ISBN-13: 9781285870298 
This textbook is available for sale in paperback form at the UCF Bookstore and as an ebook but 
it can also be rented (see www.amazon.com, for example). 


 
 


 


Format of the Course 
 



http://www.amazon.com/





This course will consist of a combination of lectures, class discussions, individual research and 
short in-class writing assignments.  Each week I will post one or more questions which you 
should consider and prepare for that week's discussion.  The questions, readings and 
assignments for each week can be found on the modules for each week.  To see which module 
corresponds to each week, please consult the class schedule. 
 


 
 


Grading 
 
The final grade will be calculated on a scale of 0-100 and it will have the following components: 
 


Component Points 


Protocol Points 5 


Participation 5 


Paper and presentation (5 points each) 10 


Four Exams (20 points each) 80 


Total 100 


 


Protocol Points:  
 
Protocol points are points that are given to you at the beginning of the course and will remain 
with you as long as you observe and abide by the class protocols and the UCF student code of 
conduct.  In other words, you start off with 5 points and you will only lose some or all of them if 
you somehow violate any of the protocols set forth in the syllabus.  
 
You can lose protocol points if you do any of the following: 


1. Use rude, disrespectful, intimidating or unprofessional language in any communication 
or discussion assignment in this course.   


2. Violate the ethics standards set forth by UCF (see http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/).   
3. Repeatedly arrive late to class. 
4. Fail to turn off or turn to silent your cellphone or other electronic device during the class. 
5. Fail to observe the protocols set forth in this syllabus. 


 
 


Attendance and Participation Policy:   
 



http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/





Participation is a very important requirement of the course, since it is only by exchanging ideas 
that we can deepen our understanding of the material covered and of the different 
interpretations and possible solutions to the issues raised. Thus, students are expected to have 
done the readings before coming to class and to come prepared with any questions or issues 
they want to raise.  
 
Students are allowed 3 absences during the term unless, of course, there is a valid medical or 
emergency reason that prevents them from coming to class. If this is the case, students are 
responsible for presenting supporting documentation. Each additional absence beyond the 3 
allowed absences will be penalized by the loss of 5 points.  Please keep in mind also that 
repeated late arrivals will result in loss of attendance and participation points. 
 
Paper and Presentation Project 
The paper project will have two components: a written paper (5 points) and a presentation (5 
points).  The topics, rubric and instructions for the project are posted in Webcourses.  The 
submission dates for the project will depend on your topic and this will be assigned on a first-
come, first-served policy. 
 
Examinations 
There will be 4 examinations in this course. The final examination will be cumulative.  You must 
take all four exams. Failure to take any of the exams will result in a grade of "F" for the entire 
course. Also, please come to the exams on time.  Students who arrive after the first student to 
complete an exam has left the room, will not be permitted to take the exam.  In this case, the 
student will have to reschedule the exam since the instructor will have to make up a whole 
different exam.  
 
As with any other course, I urge you not to fall behind on the readings. Each week we will be 
covering a lot of new information and if you do not keep up, it can become overwhelming the 
day before the exam. In addition, keep in mind that the final examination will be cumulative. 
 
In case of a serious extenuating circumstance that prevents the student from taking any of the 
exams, the student is responsible for contacting the instructor before the examination. In 
addition, the student is responsible for providing valid and convincing medical documentation. 
Please note that the format of any makeup examination may be different from that administered 
to the rest of the class. 
 
 
 
Please take note of the following course stipulations: 


• There will be no extra credit assignments.   







• Late assignments will not be accepted unless valid medical documentation is presented 
and only when arrangements have been made before the due date.  Make-up 
assignments will have a different format than those assigned to the rest of the class. 


• Make sure to check the “Grades” section in Webcourses often. Please be aware that no 
grade will be changed 2 weeks after the grade for a particular assignment has been 
posted. 


• If you have a particular concern about a grade received, you need to make an 
appointment with me and bring specific points which you wish to address. Keep in mind 
that if you ask me to read the disputed assignment/test again, your grade may go up or 
down. 


• Please do come and see me if you are having trouble understanding a topic or concept. 
Also, I encourage you to ask questions during class if something is not clear. 


 
The grade distribution for the course will be as follows: 
 


Points Letter Grade 


93-100 A   


90-92 A- 


87-89 B+ 


83-86 B   


80-82 B- 


77-79 C+ 


73-76 C 


70-72 C- 


67-69 D+ 


63-66 D 


60-62 D- 


0-59 F 


 
In general, grades for each assignment will appear one week after the submission deadline.  
Mistakes can be made while entering the grades, so you are responsible for monitoring your 
grades and making sure that they are accurate.  You have two weeks after the grades are posted 
to challenge or request a correction to your grades.  After this time, grades become final.   
 







If you wish to challenge your grade you must make an appointment with the professor and 
present the evidence to show that your grade is incorrect.  Keep in mind that if a review has to 
be made of your grade, the grade can go up or down depending on the review. 
 


Grade Dissemination 
 


Graded tests and materials in this course will be returned individually only by request. You can 
access your scores at any time by logging into your course through Webcourses. Please note 
that scores returned mid-semester are unofficial grades.  


Grades of "Incomplete":  
 


The current university policy concerning incomplete grades will be followed in this course. 
Incomplete grades are given only in situations where unexpected emergencies prevent a 
student from completing the course and the remaining work can be completed the next 
semester. Your instructor is the final authority on whether you qualify for an incomplete. 
Incomplete work must be finished by the end of the subsequent semester or the “I” will 
automatically be recorded as an “F” on your transcript. 


 
 


Course Policies: Technology and Media 
 
Webcourses: Webcourses is an online course management system (accessed 
through my.ucf.edu and then the "Online Course Tools" tab) which will be used as a medium for 
turning in assignments and a forum for communicating with your professor. The Webcourses 
site will have up-to-date information on topics, class assignments, schedule and so on.  In 
addition, each class module will include useful tools for exam preparation and to add to the 
material presented in class.  My recommendation is to check Webcourses regularly for updates. 
 
Email: In this class our official mode of communication is through email located inside 
Webcourses. All communication between student and instructor and between student and 
student should be respectful and professional. It is the student's responsibility to check 
Webcourses frequently. You may also wish to create a Knight's Email account 
at www.knightsemail.ucf.edu for separate official communication from the university. If for any 
reason you cannot log into Webcourses, you may use my office email address which is: 
Annabelle.conroy@ucf.edu.  You may also call or come to my office (information provided 
above). 
 
Electronic devices: Laptops, tablets and cell phones may not be used during class.  Please make 
sure that they are all either turned off or set to “silent” during class. A violation of this request 
may result in loss of protocol points. 
 


 



http://my.ucf.edu/
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Course Policies: Student Expectations 
 
Diversity and Inclusion:   The University of Central Florida considers the diversity of its 
students, faculty, and staff to be a strength and critical to its educational mission. UCF expects 
every member of the university community to contribute to an inclusive and respectful culture 
for all in its classrooms, work environments, and at campus events. Dimensions of diversity can 
include sex, race, age, national origin, ethnicity, gender identity and expression, intellectual and 
physical ability, sexual orientation, income, faith and non-faith perspectives, socio-economic 
class, political ideology, education, primary language, family status, military experience, 
cognitive style, and communication style. The individual intersection of these experiences and 
characteristics must be valued in our community. 
 
Title IX prohibits sex discrimination, including sexual misconduct, sexual violence, sexual 
harassment, and retaliation. If you or someone you know has been harassed or assaulted, you 
can find resources available to support the victim, including confidential resources and 
information concerning reporting options 
at www.shield.ucf.edu and http://cares.sdes.ucf.edu/. 
 
If there are aspects of the design, instruction, and/or experiences within this course that result 
in barriers to your inclusion or accurate assessment of achievement, please notify the instructor 
as soon as possible and/or contact Student Accessibility Services. 


 
Disability Access: The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable 
accommodations for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats 
upon request. Students who need accommodations must be registered with Student Disability 
Services, Ferrell Commons Room 185, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-
2116, before requesting accommodations from the professor. 
 
Professionalism Policy:  Per university policy and classroom etiquette; mobile phones, iPods, 
etc. must be silenced during all classroom and lab lectures. Those not heeding this rule will be 
asked to leave the classroom/lab immediately so as to not disrupt the learning environment 
and will lose protocol points. Please arrive on time for all class meetings. Students who 
habitually disturb the class by talking, arriving late, etc., and have been warned may suffer a 
reduction in their final class grade.  
 
Academic Conduct Policy: Academic dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated. If you are 
uncertain as to what constitutes academic dishonesty, please consult The Golden Rule, the 
University of Central Florida's Student Handbook (http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/) for 
further details.  As in all University courses, The Golden Rule Rules of Conduct will be applied.  
Violations of these rules will result in a record of the infraction being placed in your file and 
receiving a zero on the work in question AT A MINIMUM.  At the instructor’s discretion, you 
may also receive a failing grade for the course.  Confirmation of such incidents can also result in 
expulsion from the University 
 



http://www.shield.ucf.edu/
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Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating:  UCF faculty members have a responsibility for 
your education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to prevent unethical behavior and 
when necessary respond to infringements of academic integrity. Penalties can include a failing 
grade in an assignment or in the course, suspension or expulsion from the university, and/or a 
"Z Designation" on a student's official transcript indicating academic dishonesty, where the final 
grade for this course will be preceded by the letter Z. For more information about the Z 
Designation, see http://z.ucf.edu/. 
 
University Writing Center: The University Writing Center (UWC) is a free resource for UCF 
undergraduates and graduates. At the UWC, a trained writing consultant will work individually 
with you on anything you're writing (in or out of class), at any point in the writing process from 
brainstorming to editing. Appointments are recommended, but not required. For more 
information or to make an appointment, visit the UWC website at http://www.uwc.ucf.edu, 
stop by MOD 608, or call 407.823.2197. 


 
Religious Observances: Students who anticipate the necessity of being absent from class due to 
the observation of a major religious observance must provide notice of the date(s) to the 
instructor, in writing, by the second week of class.  If any assignment falls on a day in which you 
observe a religious holiday, it is your responsibility to notify the instructor by the end of the 
second week of class.  In addition, it is your responsibility to make alternative arrangements for 
completing that particular assignment. 
 
 
 
 
 
Make sure you read the syllabus in its entirety before proceeding with 
the course. By proceeding with the course, you are implicitly agreeing 
to be bound by all the conditions set forth in the syllabus. 
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Course Schedule 
 


Date Topic Assignments/Notes 
 


 
Part I: The Foundations of the American System 


 
Week 1:    1/11  America in the Twenty-First Century Complete Module  1 
Week 2:    1/18* The Constitution Complete Module  2 
Week 3:    1/25  Federalism Complete Module  3 
 


Part II: Liberties and Rights 
 
Week 4:    2/1 Civil Liberties Complete Module  4 
Week 5:    2/8 Civil Rights Complete Module  5 


First Exam: Friday, 
2/12 


 
Part III: The Politics of Democracy 


 
Week 6:    2/15 Interest Groups and Political Parties Complete Module  6 
Week 7:    2/22 Public Opinion and Voting Complete Module  7 
Week 8:    2/29 Campaigns,  Elections and the Media Complete Module  8 


Second Exam: Friday, 
3/4 


Week 9:    3/7 SPRING BREAK Complete Module  9 
 


Part IV: Institutions 
 
Week 10:  3/14 Congress Complete Module  10 
Week 11:  3/21 The Presidency Complete Module  11 
Week 12:  3/28 The Bureaucracy Complete Module  12 
Week 13:  4/4 The Judiciary Complete Module  13 


Third Exam: Friday, 
4/8 


 
Part V: Public Policy 


 
Week 14:   4/11 Domestic Policy Complete Module  14 
Week 15:  4/18 Foreign Policy Complete Module 15 
Week 16: 4/25 Review Complete Module 16 







Week 17:   5/2 
 


 
Final Exam Week 


Final Exam: Friday, 
April 29, 2016 
10:00 AM – 12:50 PM 
Exam will be in the 
usual classroom.   


 
* No school on Monday, January 18 (Martin Luther King Day) 
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CPO4541 Chinese Politics (Spring 2016) 
 University of Central Florida 


Tue/Thu 10:30 – 11:45 AM 
Psychology Building 0105 


 
 
Instructor: Xiongwei Cao  
Office: Phillips Hall Room 313 (the Doctoral GTA Room) 
Phone: (407) 823-0313, but email is better 
E-mail: Xiongwei.Cao@ucf.edu 
Office hours: Tue: 13:00-14:30, Thu: 13:00-14:30, or by appointment 
 
 
“Do not impose on others what you do not wish for yourself.” 


Confucius (Doctrine of Mean 13:3) 
 
“So in everything do to others as you would have them do to you.” 
       Jesus (Matthew 7:12) 
 
 


Course Description 
 


This course examines the People’s Republic of China (PRC) from a variety of 
perspectives, culture, policy, society, economics, and foreign policy to enlighten our 
understanding of the politics of the most populous country today. We will have a brief 
review of Chinese history and tradition by focusing on its implications for contemporary 
Chinese politics. We will also introduce the primary political structure of the PRC: the 
Communist Party of China (CCP), the government, the legislature and the legal system, 
the central and the local political institutions. Major political developments since 1949 
will be covered as well. Our survey of political events will be associated with the five 
leaderships represented by Mao Zedong, Deng Xiaoping, Jiang Zemin, Hu Jintao and Xi 
Jinping. We will also discuss in details the political economy especially since the reform 
and opening up in the late 1970s. Other important issue areas that occupy China’s 
political agenda, including political reforms, rural China, Xinjiang, Tibet, Hong Kong, 
Taiwan, foreign policy, etc., will also be explored. My hope is that every member of this 
class will develop a basic yet comprehensive understanding of politics in China from 
different perspectives. 


 
Required Books 


 
1. Sujian Guo. 2013. Chinese Politics and Government: Power, Ideology, and 
Organization. New York: Routledge. 
 
2. William A. Joseph (eds). 2014. Politics in China: An Introduction. New York: Oxford 
University Press. 
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Course Requirements: Your final grade will be based on four exams and your 
participation. The exams will count for 90% of your final grade (exam 1-3: 20% each; the 
final exam: 30%). Attendance and participation is a crucial component of your learning 
experience. The best way to do well in the course and develop a strong grasp of the 
material it covers is to attend the course regularly, read and carefully consider the 
required materials beforehand, and be prepared to analyze and discuss those materials in 
class. Attendance and participation will count for 10% of your final grade. 
 
Exams: Each exam will consist of around 20 multiple-choice or true/false questions and 
3-5 short essay questions. All of them are open book exams and are not cumulative 
(except for the final exam which will cover contents in the whole semester). Exams will 
be available on Webcourses at the class time of the exam day. Scores of the exams will 
be released within one week of the exam day on Webcourses. The following is a sample 
of essay questions. These examples are meant only to give you an idea of the type and 
scope of the essay questions you will have to answer in exams. They are not intended as a 
list of questions you will answer in the actual exams.  


--Discuss the problems emerging from the economic development of the post-Mao years. 


--Discuss the idea of "Socialism with Chinese characteristics," its main principles, and 
the reforms it inspired. 


--Discuss the Opium War and the "unequal treaties" that followed it. What were the 
consequences of these treaties for China? How did the Chinese government respond? 
 
 
Extra Credit: You may receive an additional bonus towards your final grade, up to 5%, 
based on a review of a book on Chinese politics. It must be submitted before the end of 
the 13th week in order to be graded.  
 
Course Correspondence and Webcourses: All correspondence with the instructor will 
be via email or through Webcourses. I will usually respond to your email/message within 
48 hours on business days. I will also post important information or any changes of the 
syllabus on Webcourses.  
 
Make-up Exam Policy: Make-up exams will be granted only in the case of an 
emergency and/or a university documented absence. If exam dates conflict with a 
religious holiday, please notify the instructor about this at the beginning of the class. I 
will seek to accommodate you. 
 
Academic Activity and Financial Aid: As of Fall 2014, all faculty members are 
required to document students' academic activity at the beginning of each course. In order 
to document that you began this course, please complete the following academic activity 
no later than Friday, January 15: on the course page on Webcourses, post a brief 
description (up to a paragraph) of why you are interested in taking this course. Failure to 
do so will result in a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid (but this academic 
activity is not graded and has no impact on your final grade). 
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UCF Disability Statement: The University of Central Florida is committed to providing 
reasonable accommodations for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in 
alternate formats upon request. Students with disabilities who need accommodations in 
this course must contact the instructor at the beginning of the semester to discuss needed 
accommodations. No accommodations will be provided until the student has met with the 
instructor to request accommodations. Students who need accommodations must be 
registered with Student Disability Services, Student Resource Center, Room 132, phone 
(407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting 
accommodations from the instructor. 
 
UCF Rules of Conduct: As reflected in the UCF creed, integrity and scholarship are 
core values that should guide our conduct and decisions as members of the UCF 
community. Plagiarism and cheating are very serious academic offenses. Please refer to 
the University’s Rules of Conduct (available at:  http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu) for more 
information on these issues. Failure to comply with university rules may subject 
violator(s) to appropriate action by university authorities and/or appropriate civil 
authorities. The penalty for students who plagiarize or cheat on an exam or an assignment 
will include a grade of F on that exam or assignment. 
 
 
Grading Scale: 
Letter 
Grade  Points  


A  93 – 100 points  
A‐  90 – 92 points  
B+  87 – 89 points  
B  83 – 86 points  
B‐  80 – 82 points  
C+  77 – 79 points  
C  73 – 76 points  
C‐  70 – 72 points  
D+  67 – 69 points  
D  63 – 66 points  
D‐  60 – 62 points  
F  59 and below  
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Course Schedule 


 


Week 1: Introduction, Definitions, and Historical Background (01/11-01/15) 


1. Guo 2013: Chapter 1, 2,3 


2. Joseph 2014: Chapter 1 


 


Week 2: Historical Background & Political Development I (01/18-01/22) 


1. Guo 2013: Chapter  4, 5 


2. Joseph 2014: Chapter  2,3  


 


Week 3: Political Development II (01/25-01/29) 


1. Guo 2013: Chapter  6, 10 


2. Joseph 2014: Chapter  4 


 


Week 4: Political Institutions (02/01-02/05) 


1. Guo 2013: Chapter  9, 11, 12 


(Optional: Joseph 2014: Chapter 6, 7) 


Note: Exam 1 will be taken during the class time (10:30-11:45) on Thursday. 


 


Week 5: The Chinese Political Economy I (02/08-02/12) 


1. Guo 2013: Chapter 15, 16 


2. Joseph 2014: Chapter  8 


 


Week 6: The Chinese Political Economy II (02/15-02/19) 


1.  “Xi Jinping's 'new normal' with Chinese characteristics.” South China Morning Post, 


May 14, 2014. 


http://www.scmp.com/business/economy/article/1511855/xi-jinpings-new-normal-


chinese-characteristics 


2. Eichengreen, Barry and Masahiro Kawai. 2014. “Issues for Renminbi 


Internationalization: An Overview.”  ADBI Working Paper 454. 


http://ssrn.com/abstract=2382420 



http://www.scmp.com/business/economy/article/1511855/xi-jinpings-new-normal-chinese-characteristics

http://www.scmp.com/business/economy/article/1511855/xi-jinpings-new-normal-chinese-characteristics

http://ssrn.com/abstract=2382420
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3. Anthony Fensom. 2015. “Could China Spark the Next Global Financial Crisis?” The 


National Interest, June 9, 2015. 


http://nationalinterest.org/feature/could-china-spark-the-next-global-financial-crisis-


13069 


4. Lipscy, Phillip Y. 2015. “Who's Afraid of the AIIB: Why the United States Should 


Support China's Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank.” Foreign Affairs, May 7, 2015 


(Uploaded on Webcourses).   


5. “Should Washington Fear the AIIB? Foreign Affairs' Brain Trust Weighs In.” 


Foreign Affairs, June 11, 2015 (Uploaded on Webcourses). 


6. Swaminathan S Anklesaria Aiyar. 2015. “Why US Allies Are Happy to Join China’s 


AIIB.”  The Diplomat, June 30, 2015. http://thediplomat.com/2015/07/why-us-allies-


are-happy-to-join-chinas-aiib/ 


7. Bert Hoffman. “China’s One Belt One Road Initiative: What we know thus far.” The 


World Bank, December 4, 2015. http://blogs.worldbank.org/eastasiapacific/china-


one-belt-one-road-initiative-what-we-know-thus-far 


8. Daniel Lynch. 2016. “The End of China’s Rise: Still Powerful but Less Potent.” 


Foreign Affairs, January 11, 2016 (Uploaded on Webcourses). 


 


Week 7: Chinese Society I (02/22-02/26) 


1. Guo 2013: Chapter 13, 14 


2. "Chapter 3: Changing Social Institutions” in Guthrie, Doug. 2009. China and 


Globalization. New York: Routledge (Uploaded on Webcourses). 


 


 Week 8: Chinese Society II (02/29-03/04) 


1. Joseph 2014: Chapter 9, 10 


Note: Exam 2 will be taken during the class time (10:30-11:45) on Thursday. 


. 


 


Week 9: Spring Break (03/07-03/11) 


No class 


 


 



http://nationalinterest.org/profile/anthony-fensom

http://nationalinterest.org/feature/could-china-spark-the-next-global-financial-crisis-13069

http://nationalinterest.org/feature/could-china-spark-the-next-global-financial-crisis-13069

http://thediplomat.com/2015/07/why-us-allies-are-happy-to-join-chinas-aiib/

http://thediplomat.com/2015/07/why-us-allies-are-happy-to-join-chinas-aiib/

http://blogs.worldbank.org/eastasiapacific/china-one-belt-one-road-initiative-what-we-know-thus-far

http://blogs.worldbank.org/eastasiapacific/china-one-belt-one-road-initiative-what-we-know-thus-far
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Week 10: Political Ideology (03/14-03/18) 


1. Guo 2013: Chapter  7, 8 


(Optional: Joseph 2014: Chapter 5) 


2. “Xi Jinping calls for a ‘Chinese Dream.’” The Telegraph, March 17, 2013. 


http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/asia/china/9935609/Xi-Jinping-calls-


for-a-Chinese-Dream.html 


3. “Xi Jinping and the Chinese dream.” The Economist. May 4th, 2013.  


http://www.economist.com/news/leaders/21577070-vision-chinas-new-president-should-


serve-his-people-not-nationalist-state-xi-jinping 


 


Week 11: Politics on China’s Periphery I (03/21-03/25) 


1. Joseph 2014: Chapter  15, 16 


 


Week 12: Politics on China’s Periphery II (03/28-04/01)  


1. Joseph 2014: Chapter  17, 18 


Note: Exam 3 will be taken during the class time (10:30-11:45) on Thursday. 


 


Week 13: Case Study-Democracy in China (04/04-04/08) 


1. O'Brien, Kevin J. and Lianjiang Li. 2000. “Accommodating ‘Democracy’ in a One-


Party State: Introducing Village Elections in China.” The China Quarterly, 162, pp 


465-489. 


2. Chapter 6, 7 in Leib, Ethan J. and Baogang He. 2006. The Search for Deliberative 


Democracy in China. New York: Palgrave Macmillan (Uploaded on Webcourses). 


 


Week 14: China’s foreign policy and US-China relations (04/11-04/15) 


1. Guo 2103: Chapter 17, 18 


2. Mearsheimer, John J. 2014.  "Can China Rise Peacefully?" The National Interest 25  


(2014): 23-37.  http://nationalinterest.org/commentary/can-china-rise-peacefully-


10204 


3. Ikenberry, G. John. 2008. “The Rise of China and the Future of the West: Can the  


Liberal Systems Survive?” Foreign Affairs, Vol. 87, No.1 (Jan.-Feb., 2008), pp.23-37 


(Uploaded on Webcourses) 



http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/asia/china/9935609/Xi-Jinping-calls-for-a-Chinese-Dream.html

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/asia/china/9935609/Xi-Jinping-calls-for-a-Chinese-Dream.html

http://www.economist.com/news/leaders/21577070-vision-chinas-new-president-should-serve-his-people-not-nationalist-state-xi-jinping

http://www.economist.com/news/leaders/21577070-vision-chinas-new-president-should-serve-his-people-not-nationalist-state-xi-jinping

http://nationalinterest.org/commentary/can-china-rise-peacefully-10204

http://nationalinterest.org/commentary/can-china-rise-peacefully-10204
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4. Tammen, Ronald L. and Jacek Kugler. 2006. “Power Transition and China-US 


Conflicts.” Chinese Journal of International Politics, Vol. 1, 2006. Pp. 35–55. 


5. Kenneth Lieberthal and Wang jisi, “Addressing U.S.-China Strategic Distrust,” John 


Thornton Center at Brookings. March 2012. (Please read two chapters only: 


Understanding Strategic Distrust: The Chinese Side and Understanding Strategic 


Distrust: The U.S. Side). 


http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/research/files/papers/2012/3/30-us-china-


lieberthal/0330_china_lieberthal.pdf 


 


Week 15: Case Study—the South China Sea (04/18-04/22) 


1.  “Armed Clash in the South China Sea,” Contingency Planning Memorandum No. 14, 


Council on Foreign Relations. http://www.cfr.org/world/armed-clash-south-china-


sea/p27883 


2. “What China Has Been Building in the South China Sea?” New York Times, October 


27, 2015. http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/07/30/world/asia/what-china-has-


been-building-in-the-south-china-sea.html?_r=0 


3. “China Defends Test Flights in South China Sea Area.” Wall Street Journal, January 


11, 2016. http://www.wsj.com/articles/china-defends-test-flights-in-south-china-sea-


area-1452518556 


4. “China complains about U.S. plane straying into disputed airspace,” CNN, December 


19, 2015. http://www.cnn.com/2015/12/18/asia/u-s-south-china-sea-airspace/ 


5. “UN tribunal at The Hague to rule on rival claims to South China Sea islands,” The 


Guardian, November 23, 2015. 


http://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/nov/23/south-china-sea-dispute-hague-


competing-claims 


 


Week 16: Conclusion (04/26) 


We will have one class only in this week for review, conclusion and Q & A purposes at 


regular class time on Tuesday, April 26. 


 


 


 



http://www.brookings.edu/%7E/media/research/files/papers/2012/3/30-us-china-lieberthal/0330_china_lieberthal.pdf

http://www.brookings.edu/%7E/media/research/files/papers/2012/3/30-us-china-lieberthal/0330_china_lieberthal.pdf

http://www.cfr.org/world/armed-clash-south-china-sea/p27883

http://www.cfr.org/world/armed-clash-south-china-sea/p27883

http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/07/30/world/asia/what-china-has-been-building-in-the-south-china-sea.html?_r=0

http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/07/30/world/asia/what-china-has-been-building-in-the-south-china-sea.html?_r=0

http://www.wsj.com/articles/china-defends-test-flights-in-south-china-sea-area-1452518556

http://www.wsj.com/articles/china-defends-test-flights-in-south-china-sea-area-1452518556

http://www.cnn.com/2015/12/18/asia/u-s-south-china-sea-airspace/

http://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/nov/23/south-china-sea-dispute-hague-competing-claims

http://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/nov/23/south-china-sea-dispute-hague-competing-claims
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Final Exam: Tuesday, May 03, 2016, 10:30 AM – 11:45 AM on Webcourses.  


 


 


Note: This syllabus is subject to change at the instructor’s discretion if necessary. 


Changes to the syllabus, if any, will be announced in class and the updated syllabus will 


be posted on Webcourses. 


 





		Course Description

		Required Books






Spring 2016 PUP 3203 Environmental Politics 
 


 


 


THIS IS A SERVICE LEARNING COURSE, REQUIRING 20 HOURS OF SERVICE 
WHICH MUST BE COMPLETE BY 4/26/16 


 
Instructor: Peter Jacques,  Ph .D.  
Office Hours: Tuesdays 1-3  
HPH 302; 407-823-2608 
Peter.Jacques@ucf.edu  (urgent issues only)  
Coursemail for all normal issues 


 
Note that the Course Protocols, available in Webcourses, are a part of this syllabus. Please 
read everything before asking questions.  


 
Course Description 
In this class we will survey several topics and dimensions of environmental politics, primarily as 
they relate to domestic US concerns including the dynamics and history of environmentalism and 
the environmental movement, common pool resource problems, environmental justice concerns, 
and the regulatory conditions for making policy. 


Course Objectives: 
 


In this course you will do more than learn material, though there is lot to learn! The course 
objectives here work on several levels. 


Academic: Students will come to understand a broad history of U.S. environmentalism, anti- 
environmentalism, and thinking.  Students will learn about environmental ethics and policy, 
common pool and collective action problems in the environment, environmental justice, and the 
general institutional environment within which environmental policies are made (or ignored). 
Further, in addition to topical training, students will continue to intensively improve their 
writing, research, and evaluation skills through written essays and systematic reviews of peer 
writing. 


Civic: Students will evaluate, synthesize and apply models of civic theory to environmental 
problems. We will confront and interrogate what it means to be a citizen of a community, and 
how ecology interacts with our expectations of civic responsibility. 


Personal: In addition to learning, students of this course will reflect upon the notion of service, 
and consider their own expectations for environmental citizenship in a changing Earth system. 



mailto:Peter.Jacques@ucf.edu





Students will devote time and energy with others working on environmental challenges to think 
about what kind of life they want to live. 


Required Course Material 
 
♦ Environmental Policy Paradox, 6th edition by Zachary Smith, Prentice Hall.--- (referred to as 


EPP here). 
♦ The Monkeywrench Gang, Edward Abbey 
♦ New York Times  at least 3x weekly (NYT)  Freely available at the library. OR, pay for 


student home delivery call NYT at 1-800 NYTIMES. Make sure you say you want the cheaper 
student subscription.  


 
 


Grade Categories Description of the requirements Weight toward 
final grade (out of 


1000pnts) 


Peer-reviews Critical and in-depth evaluations of 
your classmate’s propositions. 


200 


Formal Essays Synthesis-oriented writing where ideas, 
support, and writing style and quality 
matter. 


400 


4 Exams Based on knowledge of the readings and 
modules, 100 points each 


400 


 
 


In this class you will learn to think about environmental politics, hone your writing and thinking 
skills, and develop skills for evaluation and critical thinking but you will come out of the process 
with a lot under your belt. 


General approach:  Read. Write. Get feedback, evaluate your peer’s work,  re-think, revise. 
Strengthen our thinking and writing while we come to understand US environmental politics in a 
thorough manner. Every first submission of every essay is a draft because writing/thinking is 
iterative and requires editing.  Revision is required to advance our thinking. You will review 
several drafts of your peers and you will receive several reviews of your essays. We will not 
grade your first drafts. You will then submit a final draft of every essay, but in order to have 
these graded there must be a complete first draft submitted on time. 







 
 
Exams: 75 minute exams, 50 questions, 100 points available each, all based on course 
material of the specific module, found in the “Quizzes” section of canvas. You can only take 
the exam once, you have 75 minutes, and typically the answers are "all or nothing"- that is they 
won't register partial credit for partially correct answers. Likewise-- when choosing the answer 
"all answers listed" do not tick the remaining options, the exam will count them as incorrect, 
so if you want to choose "all of the answers listed", only choose that answer. 


NOTE FROM UCF ADMINISTRATION: As of Fall 2014, all faculty are required to 
document students’ academic activity at the beginning of each course. In order to document 
that you began this course, please complete the syllabus quiz by the end of the first week of 
classes or as soon as possible after adding the course, but no later than January 16th. Failure to 
do so may result in a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid. 


ESSAY DIRECTIONS. SEE WEBCOURSES FOR DUE DATES AND TIMES 
 
IMPORTANT: Each essay will have specific directions about how to focus your thoughts in their 
respective assignment area in webcourses.  All essays are submitted first as drafts for peer review. First 
draft of essays MUST be the following in order for you to receive a grade on the final draft: 


• Between 1000-1200 words 
• Appropriately use and citation of APA of three assigned readings from the current 


module, and one related New York Times reference, unless otherwise directed in the 
assignment. 


 
Each draft should make a best attempt at having: 


• grammatically sound, well-structured English with the basic writing conventions. 
• a clear, coherent, and logical argument 


Final Draft of Essays 
• Same criteria as the first draft, however you must include a brief introductory note 


on what the peer-review feedback prompted you to reform and rethink. 
• Is graded by myself or the GTA 


Conducting Peer-Review 
• You will be working in the same peer-review group through the term and will receive 


and complete reviews of each of your peers in that group. This will take time—
probably 30 minutes for each paper, plan for it. Peer review is required for this course 
because it is an essential part of writing and learning to evaluate ideas, so don’t treat it 
as busy-work if you want to gain the most from this course.  


• You will be graded on your ability to evaluate and think about other people’s 
propositions, which means thinking about the substance of the position, its support, 
articulation, and meaning. Do not try to protect the author’s feelings—don’t be 
purposefully mean-- but cut to the chase as a favor to them and as practice honing your 
evaluative abilities.  Do not suggest revisions, you are merely responding to the paper 







based on the guidelines below. 
• Start with a positive comment, this loosens you and the reader up and lays the ground 


for the real work.  
• Respond to the paper on each these grounds, and number your answers in accordance 


with each question (you need not restate the question in your review):   
1. Re-phrase the author’s thesis/proposition.  
2. Identify the evidence used for this proposition. Does this evidence come from 


assigned reading?  Is each support used a) in passing  b) with some detail from 
the reading  c) with more than three details from the reading  


3. What are the writer’s assumptions? Show support for your identified 
assumptions. (tip: the assumptions can be derived from the thesis if you have 
understood the thesis correctly) 


4. What are the consequences of this proposition? Who will gain and who will 
lose from this proposition? Who will it empower?  


5. What is the effect of this proposition on the “public good,” as far as you can 
tell?   


6. Where does the author place responsibility- the individual, government, civil 
society, corporations, or somewhere else/combination? What are the 
repercussions of placing responsibility where it is?  


7. Is the writing expert, needs work, or very hard to read?  
8. Based on your assessment, assign a score out of 100 that you think that me, 


the instructor, or the GTA would assign if we were to grade it and include a 
brief rationale. 


 





		THIS IS A SERVICE LEARNING COURSE, REQUIRING 20 HOURS OF SERVICE WHICH MUST BE COMPLETE BY 4/26/16

		Course Description

		Course Objectives:

		Required Course Material

		NOTE FROM UCF ADMINISTRATION: As of Fall 2014, all faculty are required to document students’ academic activity at the beginning of each course. In order to document that you began this course, please complete the syllabus quiz by the end of the first...






INR 4074 - Immigration Policy 
Anca Turcu 


Immigration Policy 
Spring 2016 


Course Information 


Course Name Immigration Policy 


Course ID & Section INR 4074 0W 59 


Credit Hours 3 


Semester/Year Spring  2016 


Location World Wide Web 


Instructor Contact 


Instructor Dr. Anca Turcu 


Office UCF Valencia West, Building 11, Office 227 and also available through 
Canvas Chat 


Office Hours Wednesdays: 02:00- 04:00 PM. 


E-mail 


Anca.Turcu@ucf.edu 


You may also e-mail me by using the Canvas e-mail/ message system. I 
will use that system to send out updates, important messages or 
announcements. If you e-mail me, I will do my best to get back to you 
quickly, but I may take up to 48 hours to answer. Please note that I 
answer e-mails during regular business hours only. 


Academic and 
Content Related 


Questions 


If you have questions about the academic material or class content, do not 
hesitate to contact me! Questions, feedback or comments are all 
welcome. For non-academic (not course content related questions), 
please see below. 



mailto:Anca.Turcu@ucf.edu?subject=CPO3103





Other Contact 
Information 


If you have questions regarding technical support or any other non-
academic, non-course content related issues, you have to seek help 
through the technical support link on the class Home Page. 


Course Description 


Immigration policy is currently the object of much controversy and debate in the United 
States. The aim of this class is to put this debate in context, while focusing on the history, 
creation, objectives, implementation and outcomes of immigration policies. 


Course Objectives 


On completing this course students will be able to: 


1. Describe the main characteristics of US immigration policy 
2. Discuss the history of US immigration and immigration policies 
3. Discuss the factors that inform contemporary immigration policy 
4. Distinguish between the myths and the realities of the contemporary immigration 


debate 
5. Understand economic, foreign policy and homeland security implications of the 


immigration process 
6. Analyze the strengths and shortcomings of US immigration policy in the broader 


context of policies adopted by other net receiving countries 


Required Texts 


• “Defining America Through Immigration Policy” by Bill Ong Hing , Temple University 
Press, 1st edition, 2003 (OH) 


• "The Devil’s Highway” by Luis Alberto Urrea, Back Bay Books; September, 2005 (TDH) 
• Other readings, to be accessed electronically through the UCF library, will be 


announced and posted under the "Readings" section of the Academic Calendar 


Note: Immigration Policy texts change significantly from one edition to the next, as policy 
changes and current events reshape institutions and societies. Thus, it is imperative that 
you purchase the editions listed above. 


Other Materials: Documentaries and Clips 


For several modules in this class, you will be asked to watch documentaries, clips and other 
multimedia materials. Some of these clips will be available for free online via YouTube, 
PBS.org, TED Talks and other sources. For others, you might have to use a "Netflix" 
subscription. I will provide details about these video materials in each individual module and 
provide you with links or a clear indication where you can find the material. Not viewing 
these clips is not an option, since they are a central part of the class and quizzes and 
written assignments will draw on these materials quite extensively. 







Academic Calendar 


Week Module Topic(s) Readings 


Intro Week 
(01/11-
18) 


 Introductory 
Module 


 Introduction and Class Overview  Syllabus 


Week 1 
(01/18-
25) 


Module 1 History of US Immigration Policy: 
The Founding Fathers & Nativism 


OH Introduction and 
Ch.1 


Week 2 
(01/25- 
02/01) 


Module 2 History of US Immigration Policy: 
The 1800s-1917 


OH Ch. 2, 3 


Week 3 
(02/01- 
08) 


Module 3 History of US Immigration Policy: 
1917-1951 


OH Ch. 4 


Week 4 
(02/08- 
15) 


Module 4 US Immigration Policy:1952-1990 OH Ch.5, 6; TDH 
Ch1 & 2 


Week 5 
(02/15-
22) 


Module 5 Refugee and Asylum Policies OH Ch. 12; TDH Ch 
3 & 4 


Week 6 
(02/22-
29) 


Module 6 Complete your Midterm Project by 
02/29 


None 


Week 7 
(02/29- 
03/07) 


Module 7 History of Mexican Immigration 
(1800s-1982) 


OH Ch. 7, 8; TDH 
Ch. 5-8 


     03/07-14 None Spring Break None 


Week 8 
(03/14-
21) 


Module 8 Modern Mexican Immigration: 
1982-Today (I) 


OH Ch. 9 TDH Ch. 9, 
10 


Week 9 
(03/21-
28) 


Module 9 Modern Mexican Immigration: 
1982-Today (II) 


OH Ch. 10; TDH Ch. 
11, 12 


Week 10 
(03/28-
04/04) 


Module 10 Contemporary US Immigration 
Policy (I) 


TBA 


Week 11 Module 11 Contemporary US Immigration 
Policy (II) 


OH Ch. 11, Epilogue, 
TDH Ch. 13- 16 







(04/04-
11) 


Week 12 
(04/11-
18) 


Module 12 Immigration Policies in Around the 
World: Canada and Australia 


TBA 


Week 13 
(04/18-
25) 


Module 13 Complete your Final Project by 
04/25 


None 


Week 14 
(04/25-
05/02) 


Module 14 Immigration Policies in Around the 
World: EU Countries 


TBA 


    


Course Requirements 


Weekly Quizzes Twelve weekly quizzes (starting with week 1 01/18-25) will test your 
knowledge of the material from the module covered during each week. Your two lowest 
scoring weekly quizzes will be dropped at the end of class, leaving you with ten weekly quiz 
scores, worth 6% of your grade each. That is, ten weekly quizzes will make up 60% of your 
final grade. If you miss a weekly quiz, or fail to submit it on time, you will automatically be 
assigned a grade of 0 for that quiz. Quizzes will be available, with the rest of the content for 
each module, on the Monday of each week and will close by the Monday evening (at 11:59 
PM EST), of the following week. Note that quizzes are timed and may be taken only once. If 
you miss a weekly quiz, or fail to submit it on time, you will automatically be assigned a 
grade of 0 for that quiz. After a quiz closes, I will release grades and correct answers and 
you will have one week to review your answers and let me know if you have questions 
regarding your grade. After that, quiz questions and correct answers will no longer be 
visible. Note that no quizzes will be due for the Introductory Week, Week 6, Spring Break 
and Week 13. 


Written Projects: Students will have to submit two written projects: a Midterm Project and a 
Final Project. These two projects will be worth 40% of your final grade (20% each). For the 
Midterm Project, the assignment will be posted on Monday, 02/15 and will be due on 
Monday, 02/29 by 11:59 PM. The assignment for the Final Project will be posted on 
Monday, 04/11 and will be due on Monday, 04/25 at 11:59 PM. Note that both written 
assignments must be submitted through Canvas and will be checked with turnitin.com. This 
site is designed to help me identify plagiarism, so make sure to take all necessary 
measures needed to avoid plagiarism. If you are not sure what constitutes plagiarism and 
how to avoid it, take this UCF library tutorial: 
http://infolit.ucf.edu/students/modules/#article116 Students who cheat, commit plagiarism or 
engage in any other type of dishonest academic behavior will fail the class, (will receive an 
F grade with Z designation request for the class) and will also be subject to disciplinary 
proceedings. Please review the UCF Golden Rule: http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/ Please 
allow for plenty of time to complete each assignment, so that you avoid last minute 
submissions and the technical difficulties that sometimes accompany them. Assignments 







should not be submitted late and will incur a 10 points penalty for every 24 hour delay post 
due date. Any missed assignment will be given a grade of 0. 


Due Dates 


Weekly quizzes: due weekly (starting with week 1: 01/18-25) on Monday evenings by 11:59 
PM EST EXCEPT for the Introductory Week, Week 6, Spring Break and Week 13 


Midterm Project: due by 02/29 2016 at 11:59 PM EST 


Final Project: due by 04/25 2016 at 11:59 PM EST 


Missed Assignments/Make-Ups 


I will not grant extensions if you fail to submit your work due to technical difficulties. You are 
solely responsible if you fail to submit a quiz or an assignment due to technical difficulties, 
save for a major natural disaster (i.e. a hurricane). In the event of a hurricane, which causes 
power outages and evacuations, do not panic about your online assignments. Your safety 
and that of your family is your first priority. When power is restored, contact me and I will 
work with you to determine the best course of action. Other circumstances, which may be 
considered "unavoidable", include medical or legal emergencies. Pertinent, official 
documentation, will be required if you plan on requesting to make up a quiz or assignment 
due to unavoidable circumstances. You have to submit such documentation no later than a 
week after the due date of the missed assignment has passed. Documentation submitted 
after that date will not be deemed acceptable. 


Evaluation and Grading 


Assignment Percentage of Grade 


Weekly Assignments 60% 


Midterm Project 20% 


Final Project 20% 


Total 100% 


 


 


 







 


Grading Scale 


Letter Grade Points 


A 93 – 100 


A- 90 – 92 


B+ 87 – 89 


B 83 – 86 


B- 80 – 82 


C+ 77 – 79 


C 73 – 76 


C- 70 – 72 


D+ 67 – 69 


D 63 – 66 


D- 60 – 62 


F 59 and below 


Grading Formula 


(midterm project*.20) + (final project*.20) + [(sum of 10 highest scoring weekly assignments 
assignments/10) *.60] = final grade 


Attendance Policy 


This course is web-based, fully online and considered a "W" course. Students are expected 
to fully participate in all online activities and to complete all assignments by the due dates. 







Participation and a timely completion of work and assignments are both considered similar 
to attendance in a face-to-face class. Assignments that are not turned into Canvas before 
the due date, will receive 0 points. Missed quizzes cannot be retaken. 


Academic Honesty 


Students must demonstrate a high level of responsibility and academic honesty and must 
respect the Golden Rule. Because the value of an academic degree depends upon the 
absolute integrity of the work done by the student for that degree, it is imperative that a 
student demonstrate a high standard of individual honor in his or her scholastic work. 


Scholastic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, statements, acts or omissions related to 
applications for enrollment or the award of a degree, and/or the submission as one’s own 
work or material that is not one’s own. As a general rule, scholastic dishonesty involves one 
of the following acts: cheating, plagiarism, self-plagiarism, collusion and/or falsifying 
academic records. 


If you are not sure what constitutes plagiarism and how to avoid it, take this UCF library 
tutorial: http://infolit.ucf.edu/students/modules/#article116 


Students who cheat, plagiarize, self-plagiarize, falsify records or practice any other form of 
academic dishonesty will receive an automatic FZ grade for the class and will be referred to 
the university for further disciplinary action. 


Federal Financial Aid Requirement 


UCF must comply with a federal financial aid regulation that states that in order to receive 
federal aid, students must be actively academically engaged (according to a federal 
definition) in each course in which they are enrolled. All faculty are required to document 
students' academic activity at the beginning of each course. Without verification of this 
engagement, students will not receive their aid. 


In order to document that you began this course, you will have to submit the student 
introduction, opened under "discussions". Make sure you do so by no later than January 
16th. Failure to do so may result in a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid, or will 
mean that you will not receive your aid. A bonus for completing the student introduction post 
is the fact that you will receive 2 points extra credit added to your grade for the first quiz of 
the semester. 


Student Accessibility Statement 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for 
all persons who need accessibility assistance. This syllabus is available in alternate formats 
upon request. Students who need accessibility accommodations in this course must contact 
the professor at the beginning of the semester to discuss needed accommodations. No 
accommodations will be provided until the student has met with the professor to request 
accommodations. Students who need accommodations must be registered with Student 



http://infolit.ucf.edu/students/modules/%23article116

http://www.sds.ucf.edu/





Accessibility Services, http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/  Student Resource Center Room 132, phone 
(407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting accommodations 
from the professor. 


Viruses 


A virus can spell disaster. Your use of a reputable anti-virus program is a requirement for 
participation in this course (good ones include McAfee or Norton). 


Also, back up your files: “My hard drive crashed.” “My modem doesn’t work.” “My printer is 
out of ink.” These are today’s equivalents of “My dog ate my homework.” These events 
really do occur and they are really inconvenient when they do. However, these are not valid 
excuses for failing to get your work in on time. 


E-mail Protocols 


E-mail will be an integral part of this course. Make sure you: Check your e-mail at least 
once every 48 hours during regular business hours (more often is better). 


Be patient. Don’t expect an immediate response when you send a message. Generally, two 
business days is considered reasonable amount of time to receive a reply. Please note that 
your professor only checks and answers to e-mails during regular business hours. 


Include “Subject” headings: use something that is descriptive and refer to a particular 
assignment or topic. 


Be courteous and considerate. Being honest and expressing yourself freely is very 
important, but being considerate of others online is just as important as in the classroom. 


Make every effort to be clear. Online communication lacks the nonverbal cues that fill in 
much of the meaning in face-to-face communication. 


Do not use all caps. This makes the message very hard to read and is considered 
“shouting.” Check spelling, grammar, and punctuation (you may want to compose in a word 
processor, then cut and paste the message into the discussion or e-mail). 


Break up large blocks of text into paragraphs and use a space between paragraphs. 


Sign your e-mail messages. 


Never assume that your e-mail can be read by no one except yourself; others may be able 
to read or access your mail. Never send or keep anything that you would mind seeing on 
the evening news. 


Copyright 
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This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, images, 
text materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use doctrine in order 
to enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, download or distribute 
these items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for this online classroom 
environment and your use only. All copyright materials are credited to the copyright holder. 


Technical Assistance 


For specific problems in any of the areas below or for further information go to the 
corresponding link for assistance. 


UCF Home Page will help find UCF resources. 


UCF Service Desk – You can also call the Service Desk at 407-823-5117. 


Learning Online This site provides information on study skills for distance learners, the 
library and the writing center. 


Buying a new computer or upgrading your current equipment – http://www.cstore.ucf.edu/ 


Technical Discussion Topic: If you have technical questions and/or problems, please post a 
message to the Technical Discussion Topic. I encourage members of the class who are 
technically proficient to also monitor this discussion topic and assist your classmates. 


If your equipment problems prevent you from using e-mail from home, there are many 
computer labs on campus and virtually every public library offers Internet access. 


Third-Party Software and FERPA 


During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or 
software applications sometimes called third-party software such as a blog or wiki. While 
some of these could be required assignments, you need not make any personally 
identifying information on a public site. Do not post or provide any private information about 
yourself or your classmates. Where appropriate you may use a pseudonym or nickname. 
Some written assignments posted publicly may require personal reflection/comments, but 
the assignments will not require you to disclose any personally identity-sensitive 
information. If you have any concerns about this, please contact your instructor. 


Important Disclaimer 


These descriptions and timelines are subject to change at the discretion of the professor. I 
will provide notification of such changes in a timely manner. 
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UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL FLORIDA 


DIPLOMACY  


INR 4030 


COURSE SYLLABUS 


Spring 2016 


Dr. Bruce Farcau 


 
I.  Textbooks (Required) 


 


 Kissinger, Henry, Diplomacy, New York:  Simon and Schuster, 1994. 


 


 


FURTHER READING FOR EXTRA CREDIT PROJECT 


 


Aitken, Jonathan, Nixon:  A Life 


Bobbitt, Philip, Terror and Consent, The Shield of Achilles 


Bishop, Jim, FDR’s Last Year 


Carr, Caleb, The Lessons of Terror 


Chang, Jung, Mao 


De Gaulle, Charles, The Complete War Memoirs of Charles De Gaulle 


Dos Pasos, John, Mr. Wilson’s War 


Evans, M. Stanton, Blacklisted by History 


Ferguson, Niall, The Pity of War. 


Fleming, Thomas, The New Dealers’ War 


Friedman, George, The Future of War 


Friedman, Norman, The Fifty Year War 


Friedman, Thomas, From Beirut to Jerusalem 


Fursenko and Naftali, Khrushchev’s Cold War 


Garthoff, Raymond, Detente and Confrontation 


Glenny, Misha, Balkans 


Halberstam, David, The Best and the Brightest, War in a Time of Peace 


Isaacson, Walter, The Wise Men 


Kennedy, Paul, The Rise and Fall of the Great Powers 


Kepel, Gilles, Jihad:  The Trail of Political Islam 


Kissinger, Henry, A World Restored, White House Years, Years of Upheaval, Years of Renewal, 


Does America Need a Foreign Policy?, World Order 


Laqueur, Walter, The New Terrorism 


McCullough, David, Truman 


McDougall, Walter, Promised Land, Crusader State:  The American Encounter wit the World 


Since 1776. 


Meredith, Martin, The Fate of Africa 


Montefiore, Simon Sebag, Stalin: The Court of the Red Tsar 


Moyar, Mark, Triumph Forsaken 


Nixon, Richard, Six Crises, The Real War, No More Vietnams 







Podhoretz, Norman, World War IV 


Van Creveld, Martin, The Rise and Decline of the State 


Woodward, Robert, Plan of Attack 


 


   


II.  Office hours will generally be MWF from 0800-0900 in the adjunct office on the third floor 


of Phillips Hall.  Students with individual questions can also plan to come to class prior to the 


posted time or make separate arrangements for a meeting.  The instructor can also be reached at 


bfarcau@msn.com, although all papers for the course are to be printed out and delivered in 


hard copy, not via e-mail.  Papers can be dropped off at the Political Science Department, 


Phillips Hall 302 during normal business hours. 


 


III.  Course Description 


 


INR 4030 


DIPLOMACY 


Theory, concepts, and practice of diplomacy in the modern world with a special focus on 


European and American foreign policy in the 19th and 20th centuries and on current international 


issues.     


 


IV.  Test and Grading Policy 


 


 A.  There will be three (3) exams, none of which will be comprehensive.  Each exam is 


worth 25% of the final grade.  If a student misses either of the first two exams, a take-home 


make-up can be arranged, but it should be understood that the make-up will be graded at a much 


higher standard and will not offer “bonus” points available during the scheduled test.  If taking 


the take-home version of the test, it is the student’s responsibility to pick up a copy of the test at 


the next class session or obtain it from another student (not to ask for it via email.)  The take-


home version of the test must be turned in no later than one week after the in-class test (i.e., if 


the original test was on a Monday, the test would be due by close of business the following 


Monday.)  Later papers will NOT be accepted.  There will be NO make-ups given for the final 


test, although a take-home version will be made available on the last day of classes for those 


unable to attend the in-class final (and, no, you can’t take them both and see which one you do 


better on.)  Take-home versions of the final must be turned in by the time of the in-class final.  


In-class exams will consist of a number of essay questions and short answers and the student will 


have an opportunity to choose which questions to answer.  The take-home version will consist 


only of essays.  Bonus (extra credit) questions may be offered based on current events.  Tests 


will be based on the texts and explanations of that material provided in lecture. 


 


 B.  A term paper of a minimum of 8 pages of text (typed, double-spaced, with Times 


New Roman 12-point font and standard margins, and pages numbered) besides bibliography, and 


any illustrations, and footnotes.  The paper should focus on the career and strategies of a major 


figure in the history of diplomacy (such as Richelieu, Bismarck, Nixon, etc.)  The topic should 


be approved by the instructor no later than February 26.  The paper should draw on at least 


six sources, but not including the course text or general encyclopedias.  As a rule of thumb, 


internet sources that do not provide an author’s name are not acceptable, and sources should not 
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consist solely of journal articles.  Direct quotes should be kept to a minimum.  The paper will be 


worth 25% of your grade.  The term paper will be due on or before April 1st.  Late papers will be 


accepted by April 8th, but will suffer a 10-point penalty.  Papers will be accepted up to April 


15th, but for a 25-point penalty.  Papers will NOT be accepted after that date.  Due dates 


refer to the end of class on that date, not midnight.  Please note that reasons (excuses) for late 


papers will not be accepted.  To avoid possible complications, the student is advised to complete 


the paper before the due date. 


 


 C.  Students will have the opportunity to earn up to 10 extra credit points (i.e., added to a 


test score) by submitting a (one) 4-page, typed report on any of the books on the list provided.  


Students are welcome to offer additional titles of other books related to the course subject for 


approval as well.  This will be due by April 15th.  Extra credit will NOT be accepted after that 


date. 


 


 D.  Each test (modified for extra credit) and the term paper are all worth the same weight 


toward the final grade.  The percentage grade on each test will be averaged to result in the final 


grade.  The grade scale will be: 


   


  59 below = F 


  60-69      = D 


  70-79      = C 


  80-89      = B 


  90 above = A 


 


V.  Competencies 


 


 Students will learn to analyze information about international relations and relate it to 


current events under discussion.  They will be able to argue and explain their conclusions about 


such events.  Students will learn to recognize tactics of persuasion used by diplomats and to 


evaluate their points of view.  Students will learn to express their views both in writing and 


orally and defend their positions when questioned.  Students will be able to apply what they have 


learned in daily life, both when reading about international events and when exercising their 


rights and responsibilities as citizens. 


 


SCHEDULE 


(Subject to Change – Note that no specific dates for tests are given) 


 


WEEK    TOPIC     TEXT - CHAPTER 


 


1       Basic IR Terms   N/A 


 


2    The American Philosophy of   Diplomacy, 2 


    Foreign Affairs 


 


3    The Rise of the Nation-State  Diplomacy, 3 


      Richelieu and Napoleon 







 


4    The Balance of Power   Diplomacy, 4-5 


    Metternich and the Concert of 


    Vienna 


 


5             The Weakening of the Balance Diplomacy 6 


    Napleon III and Bismarck 


 


6    The Roots of World War I  Diplomacy, 7-8 


 


    FIRST TEST 


 


7    Collective Security - Versailles Diplomacy, 9-10 


    Wilson and the Idealists 


 


8    The Fall of Versailles   Diplomacy, 11-12 


    and the League of Nations 


    Chamberlain and Hitler  Diplomacy 13 


 


9    SPRING BREAK 


 


10    World War II     Diplomacy, 14 


    Roosevelt, Churchill and Stalin 


 


11    World War II    Diplomacy 15 


 


12    Origins of the Cold War  Diplomacy, 16-17 


  


    SECOND TEST 


 


13    Containment    Diplomacy, 18-19 


    Truman, Eisenhower, Kennedy 


    and Khrushchev 


      


14    Vietnam    Diplomacy, 25-27 


    Kennedy – Nixon - Brezhnev 


       


15    Détente    Diplomacy, 28-29 


    Nixon – Carter 


 


16    Reagan and Gorbachev  Diplomacy, 30, 31 


    The New World Order 


    End of the Cold War    Diplomacy, 1 


      


THIRD TEST (Finals week – check ucf.edu schedule) 


 







STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES: 


 


 A.  Students are expected to attend every class, barring illness or true emergency.  It is 


unlikely that a good grade can be earned without regular attendance in class, but attendance will 


not count as part of the grade.  It is the responsibility of the student to obtain lecture notes from 


another student in case of need. 


 


 B.  Punctuality:  Classes will start promptly as scheduled.  If arriving late, please enter as 


discreetly as possible.  Do not leave until class is dismissed. 


 


 C.  Courtesy:  Beepers and cell phones should be turned off during class.  There should 


be no eating or drinking during class.  Any questions should be directed to the instructor, and the 


only other talking should be in response to questions from the instructor or at his direction.  


 


 D.  Cheating:  All written work should be your own.  Plagiarizing on term papers or 


otherwise cheating on tests will result in an automatic F grade for the entire course. 


 


 E.  Student contract:  The student must sign and submit the following form to the 


instructor as evidence of having received and understood the terms of the course.  These 


contracts will be used to compile the instructor’s grade roster.  Grades will not be posted for any 


student for whom no contract has been received. 








POS 3703


Scope and Methods of Political Science
Spring 2016


Instructor: Andrew Boutton


Office: 302I Howard Phillips Hall


Office Hours: T 1:45-5:00; F 2:00-3:30


Email: Andrew.Boutton@ucf.edu


Time: TR 12:00 - 1:15


Place: HPH 310


Overview


In this course, students will learn basic data analysis and research methodology used in empirical political
science research. Social scientists in academia, the private sector, and the policy community use data to
answer questions about topics as diverse as voting behavior, democratization, public finance, and terrorism.
The goal is to familiarize students with how this research is conducted, and how these questions are answered.
We will begin by learning how to describe data and use it to measure concepts or events of interest relevant
to political science research (such as “democracy” or “terrorism”). By the end, students will know how to
conduct basic regression analyses and to construct measures of association between variables.
Specifically, students will learn how to:


• summarize data using descriptive statistics


• quantify and measure concepts of interest


• evaluate relationships between variables and quantities of interest


• make inferences based on these relationships


• perform basic functions and statistical analyses in a highly versatile computing package


We will use the R computing package for statistical analyses. While the learning curve is a bit steeper with
R than with other software programs, it is open-source and free, while others are proprietary (and quite
expensive). Furthermore, R is much more widely used in the private sector than are other programs such as
Stata or SPSS. Thus, even a basic knowledge of R is a hugely marketable skill that will serve you well in the
future. It is free and can be downloaded here: https://www.r-project.org/.


Requirements & Grading


Required textbooks:


• Philip Pollock, The Essentials of Political Analysis, 4th Edition


• Philip Pollock, An R Companion to Political Analysis


1



mailto:Andrew.Boutton@ucf.edu

https://www.r-project.org/





Late work policy


Generally, late work will not be accepted. However, I will consider granting an extension to students who
submit a reasonable request to me in writing at least 48 hours in advance of the due date. Last minute
requests will not be granted unless the student can provide documentation of a legitimate emergency. The
same rule applies to make-up exam requests: they must be made no later than 48 hours before the exam
date, or they will not be allowed.


Communication


The best way to contact me will be through my UCF email, although I will respond to messages sent through
Webcourses. In addition, I will rely heavily on the Announcement feature in Webcourses to communicate
with the class outside of regular class meetings. A good rule of thumb is to check your email and/or log-in
to Webcourses at least once daily.


Attendance (5%)


Students are expected to arrive on time, sign an attendance sheet, and remain through the duration of
the class. Arriving late and/or leaving early are extremely disruptive and will negatively impact both the
attendance and participation portions of the final grade. Students should arrive to class having finished each
of the materials listed on the syllabus for that day, including problem sets or other assignments.


Article critiques (10%)


During the semester, we will read three different pieces of political science research that coincide with a theme
or method being discussed in class. Students are required to write a 2-3 page critique of one of these articles.
The three articles will be drawn from each of the three main subfields of political science (American politics,
international relations, and comparative politics). The articles will be made available via Webcourses well
in advance, and due dates will be announced soon.


In-class exercises & participation (15%)


Success in this class will be largely dependent on participation from the students. Though this is not a
seminar, instructor-student interaction will be instrumental in illustrating aspects of the class that deserve
additional attention in class. I do not expect students to be familiar with any of the material covered in this
class. Thus, it is absolutely essential that you ask me, the instructor, about anything that is unclear to you
after reading the book.
Students will also participate in exercises during class on a semi-regular basis.


Problem sets (30%)


The best way to learn the subject matter in this course is to practice. Thus, students will complete a number
of problem sets throughout the semester.


Exams (40%)


There will be three non-cumulative exams throughout the semester.
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Grading scale


94-100 A


90-93.9 A-


87-89.9 B+


84-86.9 B


80-83.9 B-


77-79.9 C+


74-76.9 C


70-73.9 C-


67-69.9 D+


64-66.9 D


60-63.9 D-


0-59.9 F


Course Schedule


Week 1 (January 12-14): Course intro; Concepts and measurement I


Essentials Ch 1


R Companion Ch 1


Week 2 (January 19-21): Concepts and measurement II


Essentials Ch 1


R Companion Ch 1


Week 3 (January 26-28): Measuring and describing variables


Essentials Ch 2


R Companion Ch 1-3


Week 4 (February 2-4): Explanations, hypotheses, comparisons I


Essentials Ch 3


R Companion Ch 3-4


Week 5 (February 9-11): Explanations, hypotheses, comparisons II


Essentials Ch 3


R Companion Ch 3-4


Week 6 (February 16-18): Review & Exam I
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Review


Week 7 (February 23-25): Research design I


Essentials Ch 4


Other reading TBA


Week 8 (March 1-3): Research design II


Essentials Ch 4


Other reading TBA


Week 9 (March 8-10): Controlled comparisons I


Essentials Ch 5


R Companion Ch 5


Week 10 (March 15-17): Controlled comparisons II & Inference and Measures of Association
I


Essentials Ch 5-6


R Companion Ch 6


Week 11 (March 22-24): Inference and measures of association II


Essentials Ch 6-7


R Companion Ch 6-7


Week 12 (March 29-31): Inference and measures of association III


Essentials Ch 6-7


R Companion Ch 7


Week 13 (April 5-7): Inference and measures of association IV/ Review & Exam II


Reading & assignment TBA


Week 14 (April 12-14): Regression analysis I


Essentials Ch 8


R Companion Ch 8


Week 15 (April 19-21): Regression analysis II & Logistic regression


Essentials Ch 9


R Companion Ch 9


Week 16


Final exam


4







University Writing Center


The University Writing Center (UWC) is a free resource for UCF undergraduates and graduates. At the
UWC, a trained writing consultant will work individually with you on anything you are writing (in or out
of class), at any point in the writing process from brainstorming to editing. Appointments are recom-
mended, but not required. For more information or to make an appointment, visit the UWC website at
http://www.uwc.ucf.edu, stop by MOD 608, or call 407.823.2197.


University Policies


Academic Conduct Policy
Academic dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated. If you are uncertain as to what constitutes aca-
demic dishonesty, please consult The Golden Rule, the University of Central Florida’s Student Handbook
(http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/) for further details. As in all University courses, The Golden
Rule Rules of Conduct will be applied. Violations of these rules will result in a record of the infraction
being placed in your file and receiving a zero on the work in question AT A MINIMUM. At the instructors
discretion, you may also receive a failing grade for the course. Confirmation of such incidents can also result
in expulsion from the University


Note to students with disabilities:
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all persons with
disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students who need accommodations
must be registered with Student Disability Services, Ferrell Commons Room 185, Phone: (407) 823-2371,
TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting accommodations from the professor.
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INR 4603.0001: International Relations Theory 
 
Instructor: Thomas M. Dolan, thomas.dolan@ucf.edu 
Class Meetings: Monday-Wednesday-Friday, 13:30-11:20, CB 120 
Office Hours: Monday, 9:00 10:00 AM and Wednesday, 9:00-10:00 and 12-2:00, or by appointment at 
Howard Phillips Hall 302 
Credit: 3 Hours  
 
International Relations Theory examines the dominant explanations of how states interact with one 
another.  Our main focus will be on social scientific theories designed to answer questions about 
historical and contemporary patterns of interaction, with a focus on realist theories, constructivism, 
institutionalism, and domestic politics theories.  The questions addressed will include the likelihood of 
war, alliance partner choices, the risks and benefits of international cooperation, state compliance with 
international law, and the prospects for peace.  Because competing theories sometimes offer different 
answers to these questions, part of our task will involve considering the kinds of tests and evidence 
which we can use to judge the validity of the different theories.   
 
Course Goals 


• Students will become familiar with principles of social science and major theoretical approaches 
to international relations 


• Students will learn how to analyze world politics using international relations theories 
• Students will improve their powers of social scientific analysis 
• Students will improve written and oral communication skills 


 
Please note that none of these goals involve the advancement of anyone’s political or policy opinions 
(including those of the instructor).  While I encourage political activity and the fulfillment of one’s 
citizenship duties outside of the classroom, a political science course is not a proper forum for the airing 
of one’s personal politics. 
 
Course Design 
This course involves a combination of class sessions involving lecture and discussion, directed readings, 
papers, exams, and opportunities for informal discussion during office hours.  Each part serves a 
purpose, be it information transmission and retention, promoting rigorous analysis, or encouraging the 
development of new ideas.  Failing to engage with all parts will diminish the return on your efforts.  For 
this reason, pre-class preparation is essential for this course.  Students are expected to have read and 
considered the assigned material prior to the course, and be prepared to discuss it in class.  I have 
chosen to have you read a mix of texts: there is a textbook, but there are also original scholarly 
theoretical pieces and research pieces.  While scholarly pieces may be more challenging to read, they 
help you better understand how scholars think and argue in a way that textbooks do not. Please 
remember that that the material of the course is delivered in both texts and in-class discussion, which 
means that the texts contain valuable ideas and information which may not be specifically addressed in 
class, and discussions and lectures will go beyond the readings.  You are responsible for understanding 
both, so please be sure to raise questions about things you are unsure about.   As a matter of course, all 
students should plan to review each day the international news in a newspaper of record, like the New 
York Times, Washington Post, LA Times, Le Monde, The Times of London, etc. Neither the USA Today nor 
the Orlando Sentinel count.  
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Assignments 
 
First Week Academic Activity  
As of Fall 2014, all faculty members are required to document students' academic activity at the 
beginning of each course. In order to document that you began this course, please complete the week 1 
academic activity by 5 PM on 15 January, or as soon as possible after adding the course. Failure to do so 
will result in a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid.  To complete the assignment (it’s simple, 
based on the first reading), go to the webcourses webpage, select quizzes, and complete the 1-question 
quiz. 
 
Homework papers (6):  20% of grade  
Each accounts for 4%, with lowest grade dropped. 
Due on indicated dates (see schedule) 
1 page, but follow specific assignment instructions. 
 
Midterm: 20%, 22 February 
In-class; multiple choice and essay. 
 
Term Paper: 25% Due 15 April 
Using ideas and arguments from the course, make a theory that relates two variables.  Test your theory 
using a case study drawn from contemporary world politics or OLS regression on data from an existing 
dataset. 
 
Final Exam: 25%. 2 May at 10:00 AM 
In the classroom.  Cumulative. Multiple choice and essay. 
 
Class Preparation and Participation: 10% 
Your active participation in class is necessary if this class is to be a successful learning experience.  This 
means you must come in having read the assignments and join in the class-room discussion of them, 
making evident that you have read and thought about them. While attendance is not graded as such, 
excessive truancy can affect this grade, since you are unable to participate when absent.   
 
Assignments are to be turned in by class time on the day they are due.  They should be in hardcopy unless 
unforeseen circumstances prevent printing them in or handing them in a timely manner. For every 24 
hours that pass thereafter, 5% of credit is lost, to a maximum of 40% lost.   
Exams are to be sat at the date and time specified, unless prior approval has been given or a doctor’s 
excuse is submitted at the next attended class meeting. Exams should generally be taken within 1 week 
of the general administration of the exam. 
 
Grades 
Grades are assigned to both individual pieces of work and cumulatively.  The grade scale I use for both is 
below (note that “g” refers to the numerical grade you receive).  I do not usually curve grades, but 
reserve the right to do so if I deem it necessary.  All material is graded on its own terms, rather than 
through comparison with other students’ work. For the cumulative grades, I do not round: what you get 
is what you get. 
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100>g≥93: A 90>g≥88: B+ 80>g≥78: C+ 70>g≥68: D+ 60>g: E 
 88>g≥83: B 78>g≥73: C 68>g≥63: D  
93>g≥90: A- 83>g≥80: B- 73>g≥70: C- 63>g≥60: D  


 
As reflected in the UCF creed, integrity and scholarship are core values that should guide our conduct 
and decisions as members of the UCF community. Plagiarism and cheating contradict these values, and 
so are very serious academic offenses. Penalties can include a failing grade in an assignment or in the 
course, or suspension or expulsion from the university. Students are expected to familiarize themselves 
with and follow the University’s Rules of Conduct (see http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/). 
 
Plagiarism and Cheating of any kind on an examination, quiz, or assignment will result at least in an "F" 
for that assignment (and may, depending on the severity of the case, lead to an "F" for the entire 
course) and may be subject to appropriate referral to the Office of Student Conduct for further action. 
See the UCF Golden Rule for further information. I will assume for this course that you will adhere to the 
academic creed of this University and will maintain the highest standards of academic integrity. In other 
words, don't cheat by giving answers to others or taking them from anyone else. I will also adhere to the 
highest standards of academic integrity, so please do not ask me to change (or expect me to change) 
your grade illegitimately or to bend or break rules for one person that will not apply to everyone.  
 
Accessibility 
If anyone believes the design of this course poses barriers to effectively participating and/or 
demonstrating learning in this course, please meet with me (with or without a Student 
Disability Services (SDS) accommodation letter) to discuss reasonable options or adjustments. 
During our discussion, I may suggest the possibility/necessity of your contacting SDS (Ferrell 
Commons 185; 407-823-2371; sds@ucf.edu) to talk about academic accommodations. You are 
welcome to talk to me at any point in the semester about course design concerns, but it is 
always best if we can talk at least one week prior to the need for any modifications. 
 
Changes to the Syllabus: 
In the event that there is a need for there to be any changes to the syllabus, an e-mail will be sent to all 
students’ knights-mail accounts (as maintained by the registrar), and will be mentioned in class 
meetings.  Changes become effective immediately after their mention in class, or the sending of the e-
mail. 
 
Cancellation of Class: In the event that the instructor needs to cancel class, an e-mail will be sent to all 
students’ knights-mail accounts (as maintained by the registrar) prior to class time. 
 
Readings  
You should purchase Tim Dunne et al.’s International Relations: Discipline and Diversity.  It is available in 
the bookstore and from a variety of online vendors. The remainder of the readings (or links to them) will 
be available on-line at the webcourses@ucf website. 
*In addition, you will need a bag of M&M’s or Reece’s Pieces for 4 April 
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Course Schedule 
 
11 January 
Introduction 
Dunne, Chapter 1 
 
13 January 
What are states?  
Weber, Max.  “Politics as a Vocation” 
 
15 January 
What are states, 2 
Selection from Wendt, “The Essential State”, from Social Theory of International Politics. 
 
20 January 
Should We Focus on States? 
Wolfors, Discord and Collaboration, Ch. 1. 
 
22 January 
Should We Focus on States? 2 
Selection from Allison and Zelikow, Essence of Decision 
 
25 January: Homework 1 Due 
What do States Want? Power? Security?  
Selection from Morgenthau, Politics Among Nations 
Wolfors, “National Security as an Ambiguous Symbol” 
 
27 January 
What do states want? Revisionism? 
Selection from Schweller, Deadly Imbalances 
 
Section 2: The Field of Interaction 
 
29 January 
Geography and Geopolitics 
Mahan, The Influence of Sea-Power on History, Chapters 1 and 2. 
 
1 February: Homework 2 Due 
Anarchy: The Realist View  
Waltz, THIP, Chapter 6. 
 
3 February 
Anarchy: A Different View 
Alexander Wendt, “Anarchy is What States Make of It,” International Organization, 1992 
Recommended 
Selection from Hedley Bull, The Anarchical Society 
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5 February  
Or, Hierarchy? 
David Lake, “Escape from the State of Nature,” International Security, 2007. 
Recommended: 
Selections from Gilpin, War and Change in World Politics 
 
Major Theories of International Relations 
 
8 February  
Realisms, 1 
Dunne, Chapter 3 
 
10 February Homework 3 Due 
Realisms, 2 
Dunne, Chapter 4 
 
12 February 
Hegemonic Stability Theory, (aka Power Transition Theory) 
Selection from Dicicco and Levy, “The Power Transition Research Program,” 
 
15 February 
Institutionalism   
Dunne, Chapter 6 
 
17 February 
Constructivism  
Dunne Chapter 9 
 
19 February 
Liberalism: A State Preferences and Characteristics-based Theory 
Andrew Moravcsik, “Taking Preferences Seriously: A Liberal Theory of International Politics,” IO, 1997. 
Recommended:  
Dunne, Chapter 5 
 
22 February: Midterm Exam 
 
War in International Relations 
 
24 February 
Polarity and the Probability of War 
Selection from Waltz, THIP 
 
26 February 
War and Bandwagoning?  
Randall Schweller, “Bandwagoning for Profit: Bringing the Revisionist State Back in,” International 
Security, 1994 
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29 February 
Testing Polarity 
*Assuming good weather, be prepared to play tug of war outside. 
 
2 March: Homework 4 Due 
Hegemonic Theories of War 
Selection 2 from Gilpin, War and Change 
 
4 March 
Economics and War 
Ed Mansfield and Jon Pevehouse, “Trade Blocks, Trade Flows, and International Conflict,” International 
Organization, 2000 
 
Spring Break 
 
14 March 
Rules in War? 
Nina Tannenwald, “The Nuclear Taboo,” International Organization, 1999 
Recommended:  
Thomas Dolan, “Unthinkable and Tragic,” International Organization, 2013 
 
16 March  
Rules in War, 2 
James Morrow, “When Do States follow the Laws of War?” American Political Science Review, 2007. 
 
Alliances  
 
18 March Homework 5 Due 
Picking Partners 
Glenn Snyder, “The Security Dilemma in Alliance Politics,” World Politics, 1984 
 
21 March  
Picking Partners, 2 
Brett V. Benson, 2011, Unpacking Alliances: Deterrent and Compellent Alliances and Their Relationship 
with Conflict, 1816–2000, Journal of Politics 73:4 1111-1127. 
 
23 March 
Picking Partners, 3 
Selection from Srdjan Vucetic, The Anglosphere 
 
25 March 
Picking Partners, 4 
John Mearshiemer and Stephen Walt, “The Israel Lobby and US Foreign Policy,” Middle East Policy, 
2006. 
 
28 March 
Designing Partnerships 
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Victor Cha, “Powerplay Origins of the US Alliance System in Asia,” International Security, 34:3, Winter 
2009/2010  
 
30 March 
Breaking Up 
Brett Ashley Leeds and Burcu Savun, “Terminating Alliances,” Journal of Politics, 2007 
Be sure to bring a paper or digital copy of the article with you to class to reference.  
 
Cooperation 
 
1 April: Homework 6 Due 
Cooperation and its Problems 
Charles Kindleberger, “Dominance and Leadership in the International Economy: Exploitation, Public 
Goods, and Free Rides,” International Studies Quarterly, 1981. 
Robert Keohane, After Hegemony, selection.  
 
4 April 
Evolving Cooperation?  
Kenneth Oye, “Cooperation Under Anarchy,” World Politics, 1985 
Bring a Prisoners’ Dilemma Strategy and a bag of M & M’s (or Reece’s Pieces) 
 
6 April 
Two-Level Games in Cooperation  
Robert Putnam, “Diplomacy and Domestic Politics: The Logic of Two Level Games,” IO, 1988 
 
8 April 
Domestic Coalitions and Economic Cooperation 
Michael Hiscox, “Class Versus Industry Cleavages,” International Organization, 2001. 
 
11 April 
International Law  
Harold Koh, “Why Do Nations Obey International Law? Yale Law Journal,  
Recommended 
Kowert and Legro, “Norms, Identity, and their Limits,” in Culture of National Security, 1998 
John Mearsheimer, “False Promise of International Institutions,” International Security, 1994 
 
Peace 
13 April 
Realist Theories of Peace 
Selection from Edward Gulick, Europe’s Classical Balance of Power.  
 
15 April  
TERM PAPER DUE 
Liberal Peace: Democratic Peace Theory 
Zeev Maoz and Bruce Russett, “Normative and Structural Causes of Democratic Peace, 1946-1986,” 
APSR, 1994 
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18 April 
Democratic Peace Theory, 2 
Bruce Bueno de Mesquita et al., “An Institutional Explanation of the Democratic Peace” 
 
20 April  
Peace through Integration  
Selection from Karl W. Deutsch, Political Community and the North Atlantic Area 
Selection from David Mitrany, A Working Peace System 
 
Normative Theories 
 
22 April  
Marxism and Critical Theories 
Dunne, Chapter 8 and 10 
 
25 April  
Feminism 
Dunne, Chapter 12 
 
2 May: Final Exam, 10:00 AM.  








INR 6366 : The Intelligence Community 
Department of Political Science 


College of Arts and Sciences, University of Central Florida 


COURSE SYLLABUS 


Instructor: Ted Reynolds Term: Spring 2016 
Office:  
Phone:  


PH 206B
(407) 823-2608 


E-Mail: teddy.reynolds@ucf.edu 


Class Meeting Days:  Tuesday 
Class Meeting Hours:  6-8:50pm 
Class Location:  BA2- 207 


Office Hours: Tuesday, 2:00-5:00pm or by appointment 


Description: This seminar examines the role of intelligence in the formulation of US national security 
policy by surveying intelligence organizations, relative strengths and weaknesses of collection 
disciplines, all-source analysis, intelligence support to war fighters and national policymakers, 
counterintelligence, and covert action.  The seminar will emphasize intelligence from the practitioner’s 
point of view.  The course will focus on current issues in intelligence including the domestic collection 
of intelligence, the continuing evolution of post 9/11 reforms, and the intelligence lessons learned in 
Iraq and Afghanistan.  A major theme throughout the seminar will be the challenges associated with 
reconciling civil liberties and individual freedom with the clandestine nature of collection, 
counterintelligence, and covert action. 


Objectives: Upon completion of this seminar, students should be able to: 


• think critically about the capabilities, roles, and Constitutional boundaries of the US Intelligence
Community in a technologically evolving world;


• identify and analyze leading scholars in the field of US intelligence;
• discuss the functions of the US Intelligence Community in the formation and conduct of US


public policy;
• critically examine the ethical issues of intelligence collection and covert action.



mailto:Dennis.Bowden@ucf.edu





Required Texts and Materials 
*Mark M. Lowenthal, Intelligence, from Secrets to Policy, 6th ed., CQ Press, 2014.
*Lock Johnson and James Wirtz, James (eds.), Intelligence: The Secret World of Spies: An
Anthology. Oxford University Press, 2015. 
*Robert Jervis, Why Intelligence Fails: Lessons from the Iranian Revolution and the Iraq War.
Cornell Studies in Security Affairs, 2011. 
*James Olson, Fair Play: The Moral Dilemmas of Spying. Potomac Books, 2006.
*David Wise, Spy: The Inside Story of How the FBI’s Robert Hanssen Betrayed America, Random
House, Inc., 2003
*Roger George, Harvey Rishikof, Brent Scrowcroft (eds.), The National Security Enterprise:
Navigating the Labyrinth. Georgetown University Press, 2010.
*Abram N. Shulsky and Gary J. Schmitt, Silent Warfare: Understanding the World of Intelligence.
Potomac Books, 2002.
*Jennifer E. Sims and Burton Gerber, Transforming U.S. Intelligence.  Georgetown University Press,
2005.
*Jeffrey T Richelson, The US Intelligence Community, Westview Press, 2015. (Paperback)


A list of additional required readings will be provided in class. 


 Basis for Final Grade 


Assessment 
Percent of Final 


Grade 
Midterm Exam  20% 
Seminar Paper 40% 
Seminar Paper Presentation 10% 
Final Exam  20% 
Class participation 10% 


100% 


Seminar Paper:
The seminar paper will be an individual scholarly work of 25 double-spaced pages.  Diligently sourced, 
these papers will be due on March 29. By the fifth week of class (February 9) students must submit a 
one-page memorandum outlining the paper’s central research topic, relevance of the subject to the class, 
proposed academic approach, and the envisioned primary substantive sources.  Students may meet with 
the instructor in advance to help identify a suitable topic.     


Presentations:
Students will make a ten-minute oral presentation of their seminar paper to the class, followed by a five-
minute question and answer period. Presentations are scheduled for the weeks following the seminar 
paper’s submission. Students are reminded this is a graduate seminar; demonstrated knowledge of the 
readings and active class participation will be significant grade determinants. Midterm and final exams 
will be essay exams.  


Grading Scale (%) 
90-100 
87 - 89 


A 
    B + 


80 - 86 B 
77 - 79 
70 – 76 
67 - 69 


    C + 
C 


    D +   
60 – 66 D 
0 - 59 F 



http://www.jstor.org/





Grade Dissemination 
Graded tests and materials in this course will be returned individually only by request. You can access 
your scores at any time using "myUCF Grades" in the portal. Please note that scores returned mid-
semester are unofficial grades. If you need help accessing myUCF Grades, see the online tutorial: 
https://myucfgrades.ucf.edu/help/. 


Late Work Policy:  
There are no make-ups for any graded assessments. Seminar papers/exams turned in late will be 
assessed a penalty: a full letter grade per day late.   


Grades of "Incomplete":  
The current university policy concerning incomplete grades will be followed in this course. Incomplete 
grades are given only in situations where unexpected emergencies prevent a student from completing the 
course and the remaining work can be completed the next semester. Your instructor is the final authority 
on whether you qualify for an incomplete. Incomplete work must be finished by the end of the 
subsequent semester or the “I” will automatically be recorded as an “F” on your transcript. 


Attendance Policy: Attendance is mandatory and unauthorized or unexcused absences will result in a 
reduction of the final grade. 


Professionalism Policy:  
Per university policy and classroom etiquette; mobile phones, iPods, etc. must be silenced during all 
classroom and lab lectures. Those not heeding this rule will be asked to leave the classroom immediately 
so as to not disrupt the learning environment. Please arrive on time for all class meetings. Students who 
habitually disturb the class by talking, arriving late, etc., and have been warned will be removed from 
the class and may suffer a reduction in their final class grade.  


Academic Conduct Policy:  
Academic dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated. If you are uncertain as to what constitutes 
academic dishonesty, please consult The Golden Rule, the University of Central Florida's Student 
Handbook (http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/) for further details.  As in all University courses, The 
Golden Rule Rules of Conduct will be applied.  Violations of these rules will result in a record of the 
infraction being placed in your file and receiving a zero on the work in question AT A MINIMUM.  At 
the instructor’s discretion, you may also receive a failing grade for the course.  Confirmation of such 
incidents can also result in expulsion from the University. 


In-Class Briefings:
Students will deliver short written and oral briefs at the beginning of class as scheduled.  These oral 
briefings will be short assessments (five minutes) of current conditions in the country/area selected.  
These will be done on a rotating basis to assure everyone has an opportunity to provide at least two-
three briefings during the term.  Selection of countries/areas will be done during the second class 
meeting on January 19, 2016. 



https://myucfgrades.ucf.edu/help/





University Writing Center:  
The University Writing Center (UWC) is a free resource for UCF undergraduates and graduates. At the 
UWC, a trained writing consultant will work individually with you on anything you're writing (in or out 
of class), at any point in the writing process from brainstorming to editing. Appointments are 
recommended, but not required. For more information or to make an appointment, visit the UWC 
website at http://www.uwc.ucf.edu, stop by MOD 608, or call 407.823.2197. 


Schedule: 


Date Finish This Homework Before Class Topics to be Discussed in Class 


1/12   Lowenthal, chapter 1 
  Johnson and Wirtz, Introduction and chapter 1 
  Michael Warner, "Wanted: A Definition of Intelligence,” 
     Studies in Intelligence, volume 46, 2002, pp. 15-23. 
   Shulsky and Schmitt, Silent Warfare: Understanding 
     the World of Intelligence, pp 1-9, pp. 169-176. 


  Introduction; class expectations; 
  defining “intelligence”  


1/19   Lowenthal,  chapters 2, 3, 11 
  Johnson and Wirtz, pp. 16-33 


   The evolution of US Intelligence  


1/26   Lowenthal, pp. 102-110 
  Johnson and Wirtz, pp. 57-77 
  Shulsky and Schmitt, 11-22, 39-40 
  Olson, pp 1-31   


Introduction to HUMINT 


2/2   Johnson and Wirtz, chapter 8 
  Shulsky and Schmitt, 39-40 
  Olson, pp. 52-56, 72-81, and 93-100  


Practical Challenges of HUMINT 


Disability Access:  
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all persons 
with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students with disabilities 
who need accommodations in this course must contact the professor at the beginning of the semester to 
discuss needed accommodations. No accommodations will be provided until the student has met with 
the professor to request accommodations. Students who need accommodations must be registered with 
Student Disability Services, Student Resource Center Room 132, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD 
only phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting accommodations from the professor. 







2/9   Lowenthal, pp. 71-95 
  Johnson and Wirtz, chapter 6  


** one-page memorandum proposal due ** 


GEOINT and the National Geospatial 
Agency 


2/16   Lowenthal, pp. 95-102 
  Johnson and Wirtz, chapter 32 
  Aid, chapter 16 and afterword  


  SIGINT and the National Security Agency 


2/23   Jervis, all   
Lowenthal, chapter 6   
Richelson, chapter 14   
Treverton, chapter 6   


  Roles and Challenges of Analysis 


3/1   Midterm Exam   Midterm Exam 


3/8   NO CLASS - SPRING BREAK 


3/15   Handel, pp. 1-34   
  Richelson, chapters 3-5, 9  
  George and Rishikof, chapter 6   
  Flynn et al, “Fixing Intel: A Blueprint for Making 
    Intelligence Relevant in Afghanistan”  


  Intelligence Support to Warfighters 


3/22   Johnson and Wirtz, pp. 287-294; chapters 25, 27 
  Lowenthal, chapter 7 
  Sims and Gerber, chapter 2   
  Van Cleave, “Strategic Counterintelligence: What 


 is it and What Should We Do About It?”  


  Introduction to Counterintelligence 


3/29   Seminar Papers are Due 


  Wise, all  
  Johnson and Wirtz, chapter 24, 26  
  Sims and Gerber, chapters 1, 6, 10  
  George and Rishikof, chapter 9  


  Practical Challenges to 
  Counterintelligence 


  (Student presentations begin) 







4/5   Lowenthal, chapter 8 
  Johnson and Wirtz, pp. 225-231; chapters 4, 22 


  Introduction to Covert Action  


  (Student presentations continue) 


4/12   Johnson and Wirtz, chapters 19, 20, 23 
  Treverton, chapter 8   
  Kibbe,  “Rise of the Shadow Warriors,”   
  William Daugherty, "Approval and Review of Covert 


 Action Programs since Reagan," International Journal 
      of Intelligence and Counterintelligence 17, Spring 


 2004, pp. 62-80. 


   Covert Action and Intelligence Reform 


   (Student presentations continue) 


4/19  Lowenthal, chapters 13, 14 
  Johnson and Wirtz, chapters 14, 34 
  Treverton, chapter 9   
  Sims and Gerber, chapter 12  


   The Present and Future Management 
   of the Intelligence Community 


   (Student presentations conclude) 


4/26   NO CLASS – Study Day NO CLASS – Study Day 


5/3   Final Exam at 7pm Final Exam 


* Note: The Schedule and assignments are subject to revision





		Required Texts and Materials

		A list of additional required readings will be provided in class.

		Basis for Final Grade

		Grade Dissemination

		Schedule:
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INR 4030H HONORS DIPLOMACY 
 


Department of Political Science 
College of Sciences, University of Central Florida 


 
COURSE SYLLABUS 


As of December 19, 2015 
 


 
 


Instructor: Terry A. Breese     Term: Spring 2016 
E‐Mail:  terry.breese@ucf.edu     Class Meeting Days: Tue & Thu 
Phone: 703-344-1625      Class Meeting Hours: 4:30-5:45 
Office: TBD        Class Location: CB-1 Room 107 
Office Hours: TBD       
 


 
 
 


 
 
 
I Course Overview   
 


This is a highly participatory and reading-intensive exploration of diplomacy: (1) its historical origins 
and development; (2) the tools of modern diplomacy; and (3) the application of diplomacy in the 
real world. 
 
The origins and development of diplomacy starts with a simple question “What is Diplomacy?”  We 
will look at the origin of diplomacy, its uses through history, and the evolution of its practice.  We 
will study the development of “classical” diplomacy as an outgrowth of the Thirty Years War and the 
emergence of the Westphalian System based on nation states. We will then study the application 
of classic diplomacy in maintaining a balance of power through the diplomacy of the first global 
conflict, the War of Austrian Succession (1740-1748) and the Seven Years War (1756-1763). We 
will then consider the post-Napoleonic “Concert of Europe,” its maintenance of the European peace 
1815-1914, and its collapse into the Great War. Finally, we will look at the effort to build a new 
system of diplomacy after the war based on collective security and the League of Nations and 
consider why that system also failed. 
 
The second part of the course will look at the tools of contemporary diplomacy, with a particular 
focus of the foreign policy system of the United States. We will look at the roles played by the State 
and Defense Departments, the White House and the National Security Staff in developing and 
implementing American foreign policy.  We will also consider the evolving roles played by civil 
society, Congress, the media and businesses in America foreign policy. 
 







 2 


The final part of the course will consist of four case studies in which we will apply the lessons of the 
first two parts to study the ways diplomacy has been used to deal with international problems. 


 
II Disclaimer 
 


 Any views and opinions I express during this course are my own and do not reflect the views of 
either the United States Government or the Department of State 
 


II Course Objectives 
 By the end of this course, students will be able to: 


1. Explain the evolution of diplomacy and diplomatic practice in its historical context and in the 
contemporary international system. 


2. Explain American foreign policy decision-making in terms of elements from one or more 
international relations theory models. 


3. Explain the roles played by the executive, the Congress, outside interest groups (both elites 
and others), and the media in shaping the American response to foreign affairs challenges. 


4. Understand and explain the historical events and trends that produced each case study and 
the actions taken by the parties involved. 


 
III Course Prerequisites 
 None 
 
IV Course Credits 


Three 
 
V Course requirements 
 
 Required reading and class participation: This is a reading-intensive course. The reading load 


will be 200-300 pages per week.   
 
 Each class will include time for student discussion and debate, which the instructor will moderate 


and participate in. The class discussion may elaborate on the lecture topic or cover a topic of 
contemporary diplomacy. Very robust class participation is mandatory. You must pro-actively 
present and defend your points of view. You must frequently critique other viewpoints. Only by 
vigorously probing and challenging can we fully share our insights and maximize our 
understanding. 


 
 Exams:  There will be two mid-term exams, one following the section on the historical development 


of diplomacy and one following the section on the tools of contemporary diplomacy. There will not 
be a final exam. 


 
 Writing Assignments: Students will write four policy-oriented papers, one on each of the four 


case studies.  These papers will be limited to 1500 words – maximum.  They are to analyze the 
events and either critique the policies adopted by the major participants or recommend policies. 
The grade for this portion will be based on the highest three graded papers. 


 
All written assignments will be submitted electronically via CANVAS. Due dates/times are firm. 
Papers submitted up to 12 hours late will be graded with a ten point deduction. Those submitted 
more than 12 hours late will not be graded. 
 
Quizzes: There will be occasional quizzes on the readings. Generally they will be on-line 
(CANVAS) and completed outside class. Quizzes in total count for 10% of the final grade. The first 
one will be due January 15 to comply with the University’s financial assistance requirements. 
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 Class Participation:  This is a participatory class.  Every student is expected to participate in the 
debate sessions.  


 
 Extra Credit:  There is an opportunity for up to 10 points extra credit by reading one book on 


diplomacy outside the required reading and completing a report on the book. There is a list of 
books posted on CANVAS but I am very much willing to consider another book of your choosing. 


 
VI Readings 


1. Kissinger, Henry, Diplomacy, Simon & Schuster, New York, 1994. 


2. Pigman, Geoffrey Allen, Contemporary Diplomacy: Representation and Communication in a 
Globalized World, Polity Press, Cambridge, 2012. 


 
VIII Basis for Final Grade 
  
 Assessment      Percent of Final Grade 
 First Midterm Exam      25% 
 Second Midterm Exam      25% 
 Position Papers on Case Studies     30% 
 Quizzes        10% 
 Participation       10% 
 Total        100% 
 


Grading Scale 
(%) 


Interpretation 


93‐100 A Excellent, exceeds average understanding as evidenced in course work and 
goes well beyond the basics. 


90-92 A-  
87-89 B+ Above average, fully meets average understanding as evidenced in course 


work and fully understands the basics and can deal with concepts somewhat 
beyond that level. 


83-86 B  
80-82 B-  
77-79 C+ Average, meets minimum expectations and satisfies course requirements 
70-76 C  
60-69 D Below average, meets many minimum expectations and satisfies all or most 


course requirements 
0-59 F Fails to meet minimum expectations in understanding and course work as 


evidenced by performance and submission of graded elements 
 


 
IX Course Policies: Student Expectations 
 


Professionalism Policy: Per university policy and classroom etiquette; mobile phones, iPods, etc. 
must be silenced during all classes. Those not heeding this rule will be asked to leave the 
classroom immediately so as to not disrupt the learning environment. Please arrive on time for all 
class meetings. I will start and finish on time. I know class buildings can be far apart. If you do 
arrive late, please enter the classroom as quietly as possible. Students who habitually disturb the 
class by talking, arriving late, etc., and have been warned may suffer a reduction in their final class 
grade. 


 
Academic Dishonesty Policy: Academic dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated. If you are 
uncertain as to what constitutes academic dishonesty, please consult The Golden Rule, the 
University of Central Florida's Student Handbook (http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/) for further 
details. As in all University courses, The Golden Rule Rules of Conduct will be applied. Violations 
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of these rules will result in a record of the infraction being placed in your file and receiving a zero 
on the work in question AT A MINIMUM. At the instructor’s discretion, you may also receive a 
failing grade for the course. Confirmation of such incidents can also result in expulsion from the 
University. 
 
CANVAS: If you are not familiar with or comfortable using CANVAS, the University’s classroom 
management software, you should seek assistance.  Readings beyond the assigned textbooks will 
all be posted on CANVAS. You may read them on-line or print them out as you prefer. 
 
Turnitin.com: In this course we will utilize turnitin.com for written assignments. Turnitin is an 
automated system that compares each student's assignment with billions of web sites, as well as 
an enormous database of student papers that grows with each submission. Accordingly, you will be 
expected to submit all assignments in electronic format. After the assignment is processed, as 
instructor I receive a report from turnitin.com that states if and how another author’s work was used 
in the assignment. For a more detailed look at this process visit http://www.turnitin.com. 


 
Attendance:  Because this is a participatory class and much of the lecture material is not covered 
in the readings, attendance is very important. I trust your professional attitude and desire to learn 
will make you want to attend every class. I will not take attendance. 
 
University Writing Center: The University Writing Center (UWC) is a free resource for UCF 
undergraduates and graduates. At the UWC, a trained writing consultant will work individually with 
you on anything you're writing (in or out of class), at any point in the writing process from 
brainstorming to editing. Appointments are recommended, but not required. For more information 
or to make an appointment, visit the UWC website at http://www.uwc.ucf.edu, stop by MOD 608, or 
call 407.823.2197. 
 
Disability Access: The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable 
accommodations for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats 
upon request. Students with disabilities who need accommodations in this course must contact the 
professor at the beginning of the semester to discuss needed accommodations. No 
accommodations will be provided until the student has met with the professor to request 
accommodations. Students who need accommodations must be registered with Student Disability 
Services, Student Resource Center Room 132, phone (407) 823‐2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 
823‐2116, before requesting accommodations from the instructor. 
 


X Important Dates to Remember 
  
    First Mid–Term Examination: February 28 
    Spring Break: March 7-12 
    Second Mid-Term Examination: March 22 
    Grade Forgiveness/Withdrawal Deadline: March 23, 2016 
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XI  Schedule 
 
 
Week Date Topic Required Reading (to be completed before the class) 


 
1 Jan 12 Class introduction 


 
What is Diplomacy? 
 


Kissinger. Diplomacy, Chapter 1 and 2, pages 17-55 
 


Jan 14 The Thirty Years War and 
the Westphalian System 
 


Kissinger. Diplomacy, Chapter 3, pages 56-77 
 
 


2 Jan 19 Ends, Ways and Means: 
Thinking Strategically 
 


Murray, Williamson: “Thoughts on Grand Strategy.” In 
The Shaping of Grand Strategy, Murray, Sinnreich 
and Lacy, editors, Cambridge University Press, New 
York, 2011, (pages 1-23) (CANVAS) 
 


 Jan 21 The First Global War: 
1740-1763 
 


 


3 Jan 26 Remaking the World: The 
Concert of Europe 1815 
 


Kissinger. Diplomacy, Chapter 4, 5, and 6, pages 78-
167 
 


 Jan 28 International Relations 
Theory – What’s the Use? 
 


Anne-Marie Slaughter, "International Relations: 
Principal Theories," Max Planck Encyclopedia of 
Public International Law (2011).  (CANVAS) 
 
Stephen Walt, "Theory and policy in international 
relations: some personal reflections," Yale Journal of 
International Affairs, (Volume 7, No. 2 (September 
2012): 33-43. (11 pages) (CANVAS) 
 
Francis Gavin, “International Affairs of the Heart," Yale 
Journal of International Affairs, (Volume 7, No. 2 
(September 2012): 1-8. (8 pages) (CANVAS) 
 


4 Feb 2 The Concert Fails: The 
Origins of the Great War 
 


Kissinger. Diplomacy, Chapter 7 and 8, pages 168-
217 
 


Feb 4 Constructing a New 
Europe: Versailles and its 
Aftermath 


Kissinger. Diplomacy, Chapter 9 and 10, pages 218-
265 
 
 


5 Feb 9 Diplomacy and the Road 
to World War II 
 


Kissinger. Diplomacy, Chapter 11 and 12, pages 266-
331 
 


Feb 11 Alliance Diplomacy: The 
U.S., Britain and the USSR 
in World War II 
 


Kissinger. Diplomacy, Chapter 13, 14, 15, and 16, 
pages 332-422 
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6 Feb 16 To Begin Anew: the Post-
War World 


Kissinger. Diplomacy, Chapter 17, 18, 19 and 20, 
pages 423-521 
 


Feb 18 First Midterm Exam 
 


 


7 Feb 23 American Foreign Policy 
and the Contemporary 
Diplomatic Landscape 
 


Zetulik, Jack. American Foreign Policy (address to 
new Foreign Service Class) (CANVAS) 
 
Pigman, Contemporary Diplomacy, Introduction and 
Section 1 (pages 1-106) 
 


Feb 25 
 


State and Defense Pigman, Contemporary Diplomacy, Chapter 10 (pages 
161-179) 
 
Rife, “State is from Venus, Defense is from Mars,” 
(CANVAS) 
 
Pope, “Demilitarizing American Foreign Policy,” 
(CANVAS) 
 


8 Mar 1 The White House and the 
National Security Council 
(Guest lecturer?) 
 


TBD 


Mar 3 Trade and Economic 
Diplomacy 
 


Pigman, Contemporary Diplomacy, Chapter 9, pages 
138-160 


9 Mar 15 Public Diplomacy 
Guest Lecture: Ambassador 
Harriet Elam-Thomas 
 


TBD 


 Mar 17 Outside Actors: NGOs, the 
Media, Individuals and 
More 
 


TBD 


10 Mar 22 Diplomacy and the 
Intelligence Community 


TBD 


Mar 24 Second Mid-term Exam 
 


 


11 Mar 29 Case Study 1: Camp David 
 


Carter, Jimmy, Keeping Faith: Memoirs of a President. 
University of Arkansas, 1982. Pages 326-412. 
(CANVAS) 
 
Quandt, William, “Camp David and Peacemaking in the 
Middle East,” Political Science Quarterly, Vol. 101, No. 
3 (1986), pp. 357-377. (CANVAS) 
 


Mar 31 Camp David (continued) 
 
 


Paper Due: Camp David: Diplomatic Triumph or Dead 
End? 
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12 April 5 Case Study 2: The Failure 
of Deterrence – the United 
States and Japan 1933-41 
 


William Morgan, “Enduring Strategic Rivalries: US-
Japan Strategic Rivalry to 1941,” upcoming publication 
in Enduring Strategic Rivalries, Oxford University 
Press, 2016. (22 pages) (CANVAS) 
 
James Crowley, “A New Deal for East Asia: One Road 
to Pearl Harbor” from Crowley, ed., Modern East Asia: 
Essays in Interpretation, 235-263. (28 pages) 
(CANVAS) 
 


April 7 The United States and 
Japan (continued) 
 


Paper Due: Japan and the United States: Did American 
efforts to deter Japan force Japan to go to war? 


13 Apr 12 Case Study 3: The United 
States and China 1973-
2015 
 


Kissinger. Diplomacy, Chapter 28, pages 703-732. 
 
Warner, Geoffrey, Nixon, Kissinger and the 
rapprochement with China, 1969-1972.  International 
Affairs 83: 4, 2007 (CANVAS) 
 


Apr 14 The United States and 
China (continued) 
 


Paper Due: The United States and China: Has 
rapprochement served long-term U.S. interests. 


14 Apr 19 Case Study 4: The 
Ukrainian Crisis 
 


Congressional Research Service, “Ukraine: Current 
Issues and U.S. Policy,” Washington, DC, 2014. (15 
pages) (CANVAS) 
 


Apr 21 The Ukrainian Crisis 
 


 


15 Apr 26 Last Class  
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Politics of Civil Wars (INR6068.0001)  
Credit: 3 Units 


 
Professor Nikola Mirilovic   


 
University of Central Florida 


Spring 2016 
Time: Thu 6:00PM - 8:50PM 


Location: Howard Phillips Hall (HPH) O305G 
 


Office Phillips Hall 311 D 


Office hours Tue 12:00 PM-1:15 PM; Thu 3:00 PM-5:45 PM; or by appointment. 


Voice (407) 823-5082 


Email Via the course page in Canvas 


Required book 


 


Antony Beevor, The Battle for Spain: The Spanish Civil War 1936-
1939. ISBN  978-0143037651. 
 
Stathis Kalyvas, The Logic of Violence in Civil War.  ISBN 978-
0521670043. 
 
Jeremy Weinstein, Inside Rebellion: The Politics of Insurgent 
Violence. 978-0521677974   


 
Course description: In the contemporary world, civil wars occur more frequently and lead to more 
casualties than interstate wars. In this course we explore the causes of civil war onset, the dynamics of 
violence within civil wars, and the international aspects of civil wars and of their resolution. We will 
address questions such as the links between nationalism and civil war and the determinants of external 
intervention into civil wars. 
 
Course Goals: 1) Students will learn the fundamental perspectives and the key analytical tools needed to 
understand civil war onset, patterns of violence committed during civil wars, and the relevant 
international aspects of civil wars. 2) Students will further their knowledge of key facts relevant to the 
study of civil war. 3) Students will improve their writing, analytical and research skills. 


Requirements: The final grade will be based on class participation, two short papers, a research design 
presentation, and a research design. Participation will count for 15% of the final grade. The short papers 
(6 pages, double spaced, standard fonts and margins) will each count for 20% of the final grade. The 
papers will assess your writing and analytical skills. The research design (15 pages, double spaced, 
standard fonts and margins) is for an original research project on the politics of civil wars. The research 
design should include a research question, key hypotheses, an explanation of the relevant causal logic, a 
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discussion of alternative arguments and a literature review, and an explanation for how the hypotheses 
will be tested, clearly identifying the data and the methods. The research design accounts for 40% of the 
final grade.   


Research presentations (5% of the final grade): students will formally present their research project to 
their colleagues. 


Class Participation: active participation is expected in every class. Students should be prepared to 
identify, explain and critique arguments from the readings.  


Course Correspondence and Canvas: All correspondence with the instructor will be via Canvas. I will 
usually respond to your message within 48 hours on business days.  


Paper Lateness Policy: The penalty for submitting a paper late is 10 points (one letter grade) for each 
calendar day of lateness (i.e., an A paper submitted a day late will receive a grade of B; if submitted two 
days late it will receive a grade of C, etc.). Papers submitted after graded papers have been returned to 
the other students will not be accepted.  


Academic Activity and Financial Aid: As of Fall 2014, all faculty members are required to document 
students' academic activity at the beginning of each course. In order to document that you began this 
course, please complete the following academic activity no later than Friday, August 28 by 5:00 pm: on 
the course page on Webcourses, post a brief description (up to a paragraph) of why you are interested 
in taking this course. Failure to do so will result in a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid (but 
this academic activity is not graded and has no impact on your final grade). 


UCF Disability Statement: The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable 
accommodations for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon 
request. Students with disabilities who need accommodations in this course must contact the professor 
at the beginning of the semester to discuss needed accommodations. No accommodations will be 
provided until the student has met with the professor to request accommodations. Students who need 
accommodations must be registered with Student Disability Services, Student Resource Center, Room 
132, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting accommodations 
from the professor. 


UCF Rules of Conduct: As reflected in the UCF creed, integrity and scholarship are core values that 
should guide our conduct and decisions as members of the UCF community. Plagiarism and cheating are 
very serious academic offenses. Please refer to the University’s Rules of Conduct (available at:  
http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu) for more information on these issues. Failure to comply with university 
rules may subject violator(s) to appropriate action by university authorities and/or appropriate civil 
authorities. The penalty for students who plagiarize or cheat on an exam or an assignment will include a 
grade of F on that exam or assignment. 


University Writing Center (UWC) support: UWC (location: Colbourn 105) offers writing support to UCF 
students from first-year to graduate in every discipline. Trained peer consultants provide help at every 







3 
 


stage of the writing process, including understanding assignments, researching, drafting, revising, 
incorporating sources, and learning to proofread and edit. The UWC’s purpose is not merely to fix 
papers or to make better writers, but to teach writers strategies to navigate complex situations for 
writing, both in and outside the University. Consultations are available for individuals and small groups. 
To make the best use of the UWC, visit far enough before your due date to allow yourself time to revise 
after your consultation, browse the writing resources on our website, and arrange a regular weekly 
appointment if you’d like long-term help. You may schedule a 45-minute appointment by phone or by 
using the TutorTrac scheduler on our website; walk-in consultations are also available. 


Grading Scale: 


Letter Grade  Points  
A  93 – 100 points  
A-  90 – 92 points  
B+  87 – 89 points  
B  83 – 86 points  
B-  80 – 82 points  
C+  77 – 79 points  
C  73 – 76 points  
C-  70 – 72 points  
D+  67 – 69 points  
D  63 – 66 points  
D-  60 – 62 points  
F  59 and below  


 


Part I: Introduction, Definitions, Cases and Global Trends 
 
Week 1: January 14: Introductory session 
No readings 


Week 2: January 21: Defining Civil War and Global Trends 


Nils Petter Gleditsch, et al. 2002. “Armed Conflict 1946-2001: A New Dataset.” Journal of Peace Research 
39(5): 615-637. 


Nicholas Sambanis. 2004. “What Is Civil War?: Conceptual and Empirical Complexities of an Operational 
Definition.” Journal of Conflict Resolution 48(6): 814-858. 


Stathis Kalyvas. 2001. “New and Old Civil Wars: A Valid Distinction?” World Politics 54(1):99-118. 


Nicholas Sambanis. 2001. “Do Ethnic and Nonethnic Civil Wars Have the Same Causes?” Journal of 
Conflict Resolution 45(3):259-282. 
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Week 3: January 28: Spain 


Antony Beevor, The Battle for Spain: The Spanish Civil War 1936-1939.  


Week 4: February 10: Sri Lanka 


Benedikt Korf. 2005. “Rethinking the Greed–Grievance Nexus: Property Rights and the Political Economy 
of War in Sri Lanka.” Journal of Peace Research. 42(2): 201-217. 


Neil DeVotta. 2009. “The Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam and the Lost Quest for Separatism in Sri 
Lanka.” Asian Survey. 49(6): 1021-1051. 


James Fearon and David Laitin. 2011. “Sons of the Soil, Migrants, and Civil War.” World Development 
39(2): 199–211.  


Sirimal Abeyratne. 2004. “Economic Roots of Political Conflict: The Case of Sri Lanka.” The World 
Economy 27(8): 1295–1314. 


Week 5: February 11: Yugoslavia 


V. P. Gagnon, Jr. 2004. The Myth of Ethnic War: Serbia and Croatia in the 1990s. Chapters 4 and 5.   


Robert Kaplan. 1994. Balkan Ghosts. Pp. 3-49, 71-76. 


Barry Posen. 1993. “The Security Dilemma and Ethnic Conflict” Survival 35(1): 27-47. 


Susan Woodward. 1995. Balkan Tragedy: Chaos and Dissolution after the Cold War. pp. 1-21, 223-251. 


Part II: Explaining Civil War Onset and Patterns of Civil War Violence 


Week 6: February 18: Civil War Onset 


James Fearon and David Laitin. 2003. “Ethnicity, Insurgency, and Civil War.” American 
Political Science Review 97: 75-90. 
 
Paul Collier and Anke Hoeffler. 2004. “Greed and Grievance in Civil War.” Oxford Economic Papers 56: 
563-595. 
 
Michael Ross. 2004. “How Do Natural Resources Influence Civil War?: Evidence from Thirteen Cases.” 
International Organization, 58(1): 35-67. 
 
Tedd Gurr. 1993. “Why Minorities Rebel: A Global Analysis of Communal Mobilization and Conflict since 
1945” International Political Science Review 14(2): 161-201. 
 
Michael Mousseau. 2012. “Capitalist Development and Civil War.” International Studies Quarterly 56: 
470–483. 
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Week 7: February 25: Violence Patterns (Part I) 


Stathis Kalyvas. 2006. The Logic of Violence in Civil War. 


NOTE: first paper due at the beginning of class 


Week 8: March 3: Violence Patterns (Part II) 


Jeremy Weinstein. 2007. Inside Rebellion: The Politics of Insurgent Violence. 


Week 9: March 10: No class (spring break) 
 
Week 10: March 17: Paper 2 due (to be uploaded by 11:59 PM)  
 
No class (Professor attending a conference) 
 
Week 11: March 24: Civil War and Mass Killings 


T. David Mason and Dale A. Krane. 1989. “The Political Economy of Death Squads: Toward a Theory of 
the Impact of State-Sanctioned Terror.” International Studies Quarterly 33(2): 175-198. 


Jason Lyall. 2009. “Does Indiscriminate Violence Incite Insurgent Attacks?” Journal of Conflict Resolution 
53(3): 331-362. 


Matthew Krain. 1997. “State Sponsored Mass Murder: The Onset and Severity of Genocides and 
Politicides.”Journal of Conflict Resolution 41(3): 331-360. 


Michael Mann. 2005. The Dark Side of Democracy: Explaining Ethnic Cleansing, pp. 1-33. 


Week 12: March 31: Research design presentations 


Week 13: April 7: Research design presentations 


Part III: International Elements 


Week 14: April 14: International Intervention, Secession, and Civil War 


Dylan Balch-Lindsay, Andrew Enterline, and Kyle Joyce. 2008. “Third-Party Intervention and the Civil 
War Process.” Journal of Peace Research 45(3): 345–363. 


Barbara Walter. 2006. “Building Reputation: Why Governments Fight Some Separatists but Not Others.” 
American Journal of Political Science 50(2): 313-330. 


Chaim Kaufmann. 1996. “Possible and Impossible Solutions to Ethnic Civil Wars.” International Security 
20(4): 136-175. 
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Saideman, Stephen M. 1997. “Explaining the International Relations of Secessionist Conflicts: 
Vulnerability vs. Ethnic Ties,” International Organization 51(4): 721-753. 


Herbst, Jeffrey. 1989. “The Creation and Maintenance of National Boundaries in Africa” International 
Organization. 43(4): 673-692. 


Week 15: April 21: International Recognition 


Stephen Krasner. 1999. Sovereignty: Organized Hypocrisy. pp. 3-72, 220-238. 


Bridget Coggins. 2011. “Friends in High Places: International Politics and the Emergence of States from 
Secessionism.” International Organization 65: 433-67. 


Nikola Mirilovic and David Siroky. 2015. “Two States in the Holy Land?: International Recognition and 
the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict” Politics and Religion 8(2): 263-285 


NOTE: Research design project is due at the beginning of class.   


Note: This syllabus is subject to change at the instructor’s discretion if necessary. Changes to the 
syllabus, if any, will be announced in class and the updated syllabus will be posted on Canvas. 
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AMERICAN CONSTITUTIONAL LAW II 
POS 4604 


SPRING 2016 
BIO O209 


 
ADJUNCT PROFESSOR JONATHAN SUH, ESQ. 


 
GENERAL INFORMATION 


 
(1) Office Location & Office Hours: 
 


I do not maintain a UCF-office location.  All messages should be 
referred either through the Political Science Department or via email to 
jonathan.suh@ucf.edu. Appointments can be scheduled via email. 
Please, no need for any formalities – feel free to address me by Jon or 
Jonathan. 


 
(2) Required Texts: 
 


Constitutional Law for a Changing America: Rights & Liberties, by Lee 
Epstein & Thomas G. Walker (8th Edition) – including any supplemental 
card that allows for online access for recent case law. If any cases 
cannot be found in-text, they are either easily found via the interwebs 
or their locations are mentioned herein. 
 
Constitution of the United States of America 


 
(3) Optional Texts: 
 


Additional readings may be announced and/or distributed in class.  In 
particular, these readings will focus on rulings from the most recent 
Supreme Court term(s), and articles regarding civil rights and liberties.  


 
(4) Grading System: 
 
 Mini-Exam:       10% 
 Mid-Term Essay Examination:    30% 
 Final Examination:      40% 
 Class Participation and Attendance:   10% 
 Case Briefs:     10% 
 


Please note the potential significance of classroom attendance and 
participation.  Ultimately, 10% of the overall course grade will rely upon 
these factors.  Therefore, it is highly recommended that serious effort 
be dedicated to participating in any and all interactive review of reading 



mailto:jonathan.suh@ucf.edu
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assignments, and in-class discussion topics.  I am serious – your final 
grade will be impacted by your class participation or lack thereof. 
 
It is expected that every assigned case will be properly briefed prior to 
class.  Students will be properly briefed prior to class.  Students may be 
randomly selected to discuss various cases, or may be given advance 
notice to present a case to the rest of the class. This class is not meant 
to replicate the exact trauma depicted in Scott Turow’s classic “1L,” but 
a small dosage of uncertainty may be healthy. You may choose to 
complete such on large index cards, divided into the following sections: 
 
(a)  Case Name and Year; 
(b)  Name of the Supreme Court Justice authoring the Opinion of the  
Court; 
(c)  Facts; 
(d)  Issues; 
(e)  Holding(s); 
(f)  Rationale; 
(g)  Significant Concurrences and/or Dissents. 
 
Trust me:  your case briefs, at this level, should not be multiple pages or 
anything. A maximum of one page is enough. 
 
There will be three (3) examinations:  a mini-exam (multiple choice); a 
mid-term exam; and a final exam.  It is anticipated that this method is 
consistent with a scheme adopted by law school professors.  Similarly, 
the mid-term and final exams will likely be entirely essay.  The final 
exam will incorporate not only subjects from the second half of the 
course, but potentially earlier course principles. Critical thinking skills 
are key to success in this course. Extra Credit will be offered for ALL 
exams. 
 
I do award grades based upon a +/- scale. However, I do so in a way that 
I believe will benefit the individual student. I will generally award plus 
(+) grades (e.g., B+, C+), when students meet those particular averages. I 
will only give minus (-) grades when a student falls (by perhaps a few-
tenths of a percentage point) to the next lower grade but perhaps 
merits consideration for something more. For example, if a student 
averages 79.8 for his/her course grade, I am willing to consider 
‘bumping’ the grade up from a C+ to a B-. Grades during the semester 
will be given in class. Your final grade will be posted through traditional 
means. 
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(5) Make-up Exam Policy: 
 
 Students will not be allowed to make-up any exams without my prior 
 permission. 
 


COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 


Constitutional law addresses the contents of the U.S. Constitution and the 
interpretation of those contents.  We will look at civil rights and liberties, 
including issues pertaining to incorporation doctrine, freedom of speech, civil 
rights practices and voting rights. Over the past 225 years, the constitutional 
doctrines encompassing these fundamental rights and protections have 
evolved dramatically.  We will be discussing the underlying principles of these 
doctrines, and the paths taken to their current incarnations. 
 
This course is primarily for the beginning or intermediate student in 
constitutional law. 
 


How does constitutional law relate to the study of political science? You will 
tell me, and the student shall become the teacher. 
 
Alexis de Tocqueville:  “Scarcely any political question arises in the United 
States that is not resolved, sooner or later, into a judicial question.”  
Democracy in America, Phillips Bradley ed. (New York:  Vintage 1945), V. 1: 
290. 
 


COURSE OBJECTIVES 
 


The objective of this course is to introduce you to the important role that the 
United States Constitution has in orienting American politics and governance.  
With this end in mind, we will explore the Constitution, particularly under the 
First, Ninth, Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendments, the various 
interpretations of the rights and liberties subsumed under these 
Amendments, and the continuing role of the judiciary in constitutional 
application.  The focus of this course is more than the memorization of cases 
and constitutional principles.  Hopefully, this class will contribute to the 
development of your analytical and reasoning skills; the strengthening of your 
reading comprehension; the expansion of your vocabulary and verbal 
expression; the improvement of your writing skills; and the heightening of 
your personal expectations and discipline. 
 


TENTATIVE COURSE OUTLINE 
** Cases Listed Are Not All-Inclusive ** 


** Scheduling is Subject to Change at Professor’s Sole Discretion ** 
 
Wednesday, January 13 
 


 Introduction to Civil Rights & Liberties U.S. Constitution 


 Chapter 3 - Incorporation of the Bill of Rights p. 66-86 







POS 4604 Spring 2016 Syllabus 
Page 4 of 8 


o Barron v. Baltimore 
o Hurtado v. California 
o Palko v. Connecticut 
o Duncan v. Louisiana 
o McDonald v. City of Chicago, located at: 


http://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/09pdf/08-1521.pdf 
 
Wednesday, January 20 
 
Civil Rights p. 603-610 
 


Chapter 13 - Discrimination 
 


 RACE DISCRIMINATION p. 611-651 
o Plessy v. Ferguson 
o Sweatt v. Painter 
o Brown v. Board of Education 
o Swann v. Charlotte-Mecklenburg Board of Education 
o Parents Involved in Community Schools v. Seattle School 


District  No. 1 
o Loving v. Virginia 
o Shelley v. Kraemer 
o Burton v. Wilmington Parking Authority 
o Moose Lodge v. Irvis 


 
Wednesday, January 27 
 


 SEX DISCRIMINATION p. 652-671  
o Reed v. Reed 
o Frontiero v. Richardson 
o Craig v. Boren 
o United States v. Virginia 
o Rostker v. Goldberg 


  


 SEXUAL ORIENTATION DISCRIMINATION p. 671-677 
o Romer v. Evans 


 
 OTHER FORMS OF DISCRIMINATION p.678-689 


o San Antonio Independent School District v. Rodriguez 
o Plyler v. Doe 
o Saenz v. Roe, located at  


http://www.law.cornell.edu/supct/html/98-97.ZS.html. 
 


Wednesday, February 3 
 
The ‘Am I Getting It’ Mini-Exam 
 
Chapter 10 - Right to Privacy p. 397-454 
 



http://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/09pdf/08-1521.pdf

http://www.law.cornell.edu/supct/html/98-97.ZS.html
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 Griswold v. Connecticut 
 Roe v. Wade 


 Planned Parenthood of Southeastern Pennsylvania v. Casey 


 Lawrence v. Texas 


 Cruzan v. Director, Missouri Department of Health 
 
Wednesday, February 10 


 
Chapter 7 – Obscenity p. 343-362; Chapter 8: p. 371-386 
 


 Roth v. United States 


 Miller v. California 


 New York v. Ferber 


 Ashcroft v. Free Speech Coalition 


 Reno v. American Civil Liberties Union 


 United States v. Williams 


 United States v. Stevens, located at  


http://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/09pdf/08-769.pdf 
 


Wednesday, February 17 
 
Chapter 5 - Freedom of Speech, Assembly & Association p. 197-233 


 


 Schenck v. United States 


 Abrams v. United States 


 Gitlow v. New York 


 Dennis v. United States 


 Brandenburg v. Ohio 


 United States v. O’Brien 
 
Wednesday, February 24 
 
Chapter 5 - Freedom of Speech, Assembly & Association (cont.) p. 234-267 
 


 Texas v. Johnson 


 Chaplinsky v. New Hampshire 


 Cohen v. California 


 Hill v. Colorado 


 R.A.V. v. City of St. Paul 
 Snyder v. Phelps 


 Tinker v. Des Moines Independent Community School District 
 


Wednesday, March 2 
 
Mid-Term Essay Examination (Due Date:  Via Email March 16, 2016, by 6PM) 
 


 REVIEW SESSION 



http://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/09pdf/08-769.pdf
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Wednesday, March 9 
 
NO CLASS – SPRING BREAK! 
 
Wednesday, March 16 
 
NO CLASS 


  
Wednesday, March 23 
 
Chapter 5 - Freedom of Speech, Assembly & Association (cont.) p. 267-297 
 


 Morse v. Frederick 
 West Virginia State Board of Education v. Barnette 


 Rumsfeld v. Forum for Academic & Institutional Rights, Inc. 
 Bates v. State Bar of Arizona 


 Central Hudson Gas & Electric Corp. v. Public Service Commission of 
N.Y. 


 Boy Scouts of America v. Dale 
 


Wednesday, March 30 
 


Chapter 4 - Free Exercise of Religion p. 87-128 
 


 Cantwell v. Connecticut 
 Sherbert v. Verner 


 Wisconsin v. Yoder 


 Employment Division, Department of Human Resources of Oregon v. 
Smith 


 City of Boerne v. Flores 
 Gonzales v. O Centro Espirita Beneficente Uniao do Vegetal, located at 


http://www.supremecourtus.gov/opinions/05pdf/04-1084.pdf 
 


Wednesday, April 6 
 
CATCH-UP DAY/ADDITIONAL TOPICS 
 
RECENT SUPREME COURT CASE DISCUSSION 
(to be announced) 


 
Wednesday, April 13 
 
CATCH-UP DAY/ADDITIONAL TOPICS 
 
RECENT SUPREME COURT CASE DISCUSSION 
(to be announced) 
 
Final Essay Examination (Due Via Email April 27, 2016, at 6:00PM) 



http://www.supremecourtus.gov/opinions/05pdf/04-1084.pdf
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Wednesday, April 20 


 
 LAST DAY OF CLASS 
  
 Pre-Final Q&A and In-Class Review 
 







POS 4604 Spring 2016 Syllabus 
Page 8 of 8 


FINAL COURSE NOTES: 
 


I AM REASSURING YOU OF MY REASONABLE AVAILABILITY 
THROUGHOUT THE SEMESTER. PLEASE TAKE THE INTIATIVE TO ASK 
QUESTIONS AND SEEK ASSISTANCE REGARDING ANY CONCERNS OR 
ISSUES. THIS COURSE IS ABOUT SELF-RESPONSIBILITY AND 
LEARNING TO EXERCISE CRITICAL THINKING AND ADVANCED 
WRITING SKILLS. PLUS, I DO NOT READ MINDS. 
 


THERE IS NO GRADE NEGOTIATION. EACH PAPER IS FAIRLY AND 
INDEPENDENTLY ASSESSED. 
 


THERE IS EXTRA CREDIT. THE EXTRA CREDIT WILL BE AWARDED 
FOR THE MIDTERM AND FINAL EXAMS WITH ME DECLARING TO 
WHICH EXAM ANY EXTRA CREDIT WILL BE ASSIGNED.  ACTUAL 
PROOF IS REQUIRED IN ORDER TO AWARD SUCH EXTRA CREDIT. 
THIS SEMESTER, EXTRA CREDIT WILL BE APPLIED AS FOLLOWS: 
 


 BLOOD DONATION OR FOUR (4) HOURS OF APPROVED, 
NON-POLITICAL, COMMUNITY SERVICE WORK – 5 POINTS; 


 POTENTIALLY, ATTENDANCE AT A CAMPUS EVENT(S) TO BE 
LATER DESIGNATED – 5 POINTS; AND  


 PROOF OF READING: 
  -Devil in the Grove, by Gilbert King 


-The Brethren: Inside the Supreme Court, by Bob 
Woodward 
-The New Jim Crow, by Michelle Alexander 
-1L, by Scott Turow 
-Capitalism and Freedom, by Milton Friedman 


 
PROOF MAY BE SUBMITTED BY A SHORT, BUT DETAILED BOOK 


REPORT. OTHER BOOKS MAY BE ADDED. 10 POINTS.   
 


I WILL AWARD NO MORE THAN 10 POINTS OF EXTRA CREDIT 
FOR THESE TWO EXAMS.  THE MINI EXAM WILL HAVE ITS OWN EXTRA 
CREDIT.  EXTRA CREDIT IS PROVIDED IN LIEU OF A GRADE CURVE. I 
HIGHLY RECOMMEND DOING THE EXTRA CREDIT – IT IS EASY AND IT 
HELPS. A LOT. 
 


THE SCHEDULE, SYLLABUS, AND DIRECTION OF THE COURSE 
MAY CHANGE AT ANY TIME. ANY CHANGES TO THE SCHEDULE WILL 
BE COMMUNICATED TO YOU AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 
 


LASTLY, I’M GLAD YOU’VE DECIDED TO ENROLL IN THIS 
CLASS. EVENING CLASSES AREN’T EASY FOR ANYONE, BUT I’LL DO 
MY BEST TO MAKE SURE YOUR TIME IS WELL-SPENT. 








 
International Relations 4060 


Causes of War 
SPRING 2016 


 
Dr. Paul A. Labedz     
Telephone: (407) 582-2227    
Office Hours: TBA 
Email: Paul.Labedz@ucf.edu     
            
       
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
The primary theoretical and empirical research explaining militarized interstate conflict. 
 
READINGS 
 
The following texts are assigned for this course and are available for purchase at the 
University of Central Florida bookstore: 
 
Dougherty, James and Pfaltzgraff, Robert L. Contending Theories of International 
Relations: A Comprehensive Survey (New York: Longman, 2009) 5th edition. ISBN: 
0205703593 
 
Nye, Joseph S. and Welch, David Understanding Global Conflict and Cooperation (New 
York: Longman, 2010) 8th edition ISBN: 0205778747 
 
Stoessinger, John G. Why Nations Go To War (Belmont, CA: Wadsworth, 2010) 11th 
edition. ISBN: 0495797189. 
 
Waltz, Kenneth N. Man the State and War (New York, Columbia, 2001) revised edition 
ISBN: 0231125372 
 
• Supplemental readings may be assigned by the instructor throughout the course of the 


semester. 
 
COURSE ASSIGNMENTS 
 
• Three (3) exams      (50 points each) 
  
• Class participation      (10 points) 
 
EXAMINATIONS 
 
Three (3) essay-style examinations will be given throughout the semester. The first exam 
will cover reading and lecture material from topics 1-2; the second exam will cover reading 







and lecture material from topics 3A-3B; the third exam will cover reading and lecture 
material from topics 4A, 4B, and 5.  Each exam is worth a maximum of 50 points. 
 
 
GRADING 


The overall grade for the course will be based on the student’s performance on each of the 
above assignments. The maximum number of points a student can acquire is 160.  


The grading scale is based on the following point distributions: 144-160=A, 128-143=B, 
112-127=C, 96-111=D, 0-95= F.  


Grades will not be based on a curve and will reflect the quality of the work submitted.  


No extra credit opportunities will be available for this course. 


 
CLASSROOM POLICIES 
 
 
ATTENDANCE:  
 
Attendance is mandatory. There will be only four EXCUSED absences allowed over the 
course of the semester. Any unexcused absences will result in TEN points being deducted 
from your overall earned point total.  Attendance will be taken at the start of each class 
period; therefore, it is important that you arrive to class on time. Should you happen to 
arrive late for a particular session, be sure to sign the roster after class so that you are not 
marked as being absent from class. 
 
As of Fall 2014, all faculty members are required to document students' academic activity 
at the beginning of each course. In order to document that you began this course, please 
complete the following academic activity by the end of the first week of classes. Failure to 
do so will result in a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid. The assigned activity 
for this course requires students to access UCF webcourses and complete the assignment 
labeled “Student Data Sheet.” The completed data sheet must be submitted to the instructor 
via UCF webcourses prior to the deadline of 15 JAN 2016.  
 
 
MAKE-UP EXAMS: 
 
All students will be expected to take each of the examinations on the scheduled dates. In the 
event that a student has an excused absence on the date of the exams, he/she will have to 
take a make-up examination on a date and at a location selected by the instructor. Failure to 
take the make-up exam on the rescheduled date will result in a score of 0 for the 
examination. 
 
 







ACADEMIC HONESTY: 
 
All forms of academic dishonesty are prohibited at the University of Central Florida.  
Academic dishonesty in any portion of your coursework (such as plagiarism on the paper or 
cheating on an examination) will result, at the very least, in your being assigned a failing 
grade for the course. If you’re uncertain as to what constitutes cheating or plagiarism or if 
you have any other concerns related to academic dishonesty, be sure to discuss the matter 
with the instructor. “Better safe than sorry” is good advice in matters involving academic 
integrity. 
 
EXPECTED STUDENT CONDUCT: 
 
The University of Central Florida (UCF) is dedicated not only to the advancement of 
knowledge and learning but is concerned with the development of responsible personal and 
social conduct.  By enrolling at UCF, a student assumes the responsibility for becoming 
familiar with and abiding by the general rules of conduct.  The primary responsibility for 
managing the classroom environment rests with the faculty.  Students who engage in any 
prohibited or unlawful acts that result in disruption of a class may be directed by the faculty 
member to leave the class.   Violation of any classroom or university rules may lead to 
disciplinary action up to and including expulsion from UCF.   Disciplinary action could 
include being withdrawn from class, disciplinary warning, probation, suspension, 
expulsion, or other appropriate and authorized actions.   
 
 
COURSE OBJECTIVE & FORMAT: 
 
The purpose of this course is to familiarize students with some of the key concepts in the 
study of the cause of warfare between nation-states. The course will thus be organized 
around theoretical issues, which is meant to provide students with the tools necessary to 
understand one of today’s most pressing international issues. 
 
In general, the class will be conducted as a mixture of lecture and discussion and will 
provide the student with a forum to raise any questions he/she may have concerning the 
material covered in lectures and in the assigned readings. 
 
 
COURSE OUTLINE 
 
Here is a week-by-week list of topics, examination dates, and associated readings.  The 
schedule is subject to change if certain topics prove to require more or less time. 
 
Topic 1:  The Scientific Study of Warfare 
 
Readings:  Dougherty and Pfaltzgraff, Chapter 1  
 
Topic 2:  The Levels of Analysis 







 
Readings: Waltz, Man the State and War: read entire book. 
  
EXAM 1: TUESDAY, 16 FEB 2016  
 
Topic 3A:  Systemic-level Approaches to International Conflict: Variants of 


Realism 
 
Readings: Dougherty and Pfaltzgraff, Chapter 2, 3, 7, 8. Nye and Welch, 


Understanding Global Conflict: read entire book (for topics 3A-3B). 
  


Topic 3B: System-level Approaches to International Conflict: The Constructivist 
Challenge 


 
Readings: Dougherty and Pfaltzgraff, Chapter 4; supplemental reading will be 


assigned. 
 
EXAM 2: TUESDAY, 29 MAR 2016 
 
Topic 4A:  Domestic-level Approaches to International Conflict: Marxism and Neo-


Marxism 
 
Readings:  Dougherty and Pfaltzgraff, pp. 210-212, Chapter 9 
 
Topic 4B:  Domestic-level Approaches to International Conflict: Government and 


non-government actors 
 
Readings: Dougherty and Pfaltzgraff: pp. 553-558, 571-573, 598-599 
 
Topic 5:  Individual-level Approaches to International Conflict 
 
Readings: Stoessinger, Why Nations Go to War: read entire book; Dougherty and 


Pfaltzgraff, pp. 192-194, Chapter 6 and pp. 553-556, 559-562, 576-598. 
 
 
EXAM 3: THURSDAY 28 APRIL 2016 from 1-350PM 
 
I hope you enjoy the class and feel free to contact me if you have any questions. 
 
SPECIAL RULES: 
 
In accordance with state and federal law, instructors at the University of Central Florida 
cannot release information relating to the academic performance of students to persons 
other than the staff without the student’s written consent. In order for this information to be 
given out at request of a third party, the student must first sign a consent form to release 
their educational records.  







 
  
   
 
   
 
 
 
 





		SPRING 2016

		Course Description

		Readings

		Course Assignments

		Examinations

		Grading

		No extra credit opportunities will be available for this course.

		CLASSROOM POLICIES

		Expected Student Conduct:

		EXAM 3: THURSDAY 28 APRIL 2016 from 1-350PM

































UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL FLORIDA 
COLLEGE OF SCIENCES 


DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE  
(JAN 3, 2016) 


 
POS 6746.0001 – Quantitative Methods in Political Research (Credit: 3 Units) 


Wed 6:00PM - 8:50AM HPH 310 
 
 


Instructor Dr. Kyungkook Kang  (pronounce Key-young-cook or K3) 
Office 302J Phillips Hall 
Office hours Wednesday 1:30 PM  – 5:30 PM, or by appointment 


All office hours are first come, first served 
Main office phone 407-823-5082 
Instructor E-Mail Kyungkook.Kang@ucf.edu 
Correspondence  The best way of all correspondence with me will be via Canvas of 


Webcourses@UCF instead of regular email account, which can lead 
to delayed feedback. Please use Inbox, which is the global 
communication function in Canvas. I will normally respond within 
two business days. 
If you send a message to my UCF email address, I will make my 
reply only to the emails sent from your UCF Knights Email account 
(No Gmail, Hotmail, Yahoo Mail, etc. please).  


Required Textbooks Philip Pollock, The Essentials of Political Analysis, 4th Edition 
Philip Pollock, A Stata Companion to Political Analysis, 3rd Edition 


 
 


IMPORTANT!!! - NEW POLICY REGARDING YOUR FINANCIAL AID 


As of the spring 2016, all faculty members are required to document students' academic activity at 
the beginning of each course.  In order to receive the earliest financial aid disbursement, you 
MUST complete the non-credit assignment of syllabus quiz (can be found in Quizzes on 
webcourse@UCF) during the first week of class. Failure to do so may result in a delay in the 
disbursement of your financial aid. 


 


COURSE DESCRIPTION  


This class is required for graduate students who want to further develop their empirical skills to 
the necessary level required for high quality academic research as well as private/public sector 
employment using empirics.  First, you will be introduced to the process of developing testable 
and falsifiable theories and hypotheses, aided by statistical analysis software. Then, the course will 
discuss a comprehensive introduction to regression analysis and its application to political science 
research. The essential background in statistics will be also reviewed in class. 
 







Statistics is the widely accepted toolkit among social scientists to empirically investigate theory 
and behavior. Even though the topic of statistical methodology is vast and controversial, we will 
examine hypothesis testing procedure that form the core of the discipline of empirical political 
research. This method allows researchers to model and analyze the relationship between a 
dependent variable and one or more independent variables (bivariate analysis or multivariate 
analysis).   


To implement computational statistical analysis, you will be actively involved with computer 
exercises using the STATA program available in the computer lab. Throughout the course I will 
use STATA to demonstrate a series of empirical exercise with various estimation and test 
procedures.  


  
 
COURSE GOALS 


In this course, our main goal is to explore the mechanics of analytical research design and 
methodology in contemporary political science. You will learn how to construct simple bivariate 
or multivariate models, estimate the parameters of those models, and interpret the parameter 
estimates we obtain. Based on solid understanding on standard methods, you will also focus on 
research design development, operationalization and lacunae in the existing empirical literature, 
and data applicability in answering certain types of research question. 
 
 


.   
COURSE DESIGN  


The techniques of analytical research methods are imparted principally through taking classes and 
doing problem sets, rather than independent reading. Therefore, we believe that a student who 
has performed well in the classes will be well-prepared for the assignments. The assignments will 
consist of required questions which test the material of texts and lecture notes. 


Our classes combines an examination of fundamental concepts and techniques of political 
science research with hands-on practical work applying those concepts and techniques. It is 
essential for students to regularly attend the class and to read and carefully consider the required 
materials before the class.  


We will be using STATA, a general-purpose professional statistical software package, for data 
analysis in this course. I assume that you have no prior experience with this software but a basic 
knowledge of MS Office is required to facilitate your implementation of tasks. 


To complete the take-home assignments using STATA, you must use PCs in the HPH 310 & 
HPH 409 computer labs OR purchase the software and install it on your own PC or laptop (a 
limited number of STATAs are also available in the Magruder Teaching Lab on the first floor of 
the College of Business Administration 1 in room 148A – temporarily closed for remodeling as of 
January 3, 2016). 


You can purchase Stata at:  







http://www.stata.com/order/new/edu/gradplans/student-pricing/ 


The recommended version is Stata/IC 14 (Intercooled, the base model). 
 


The Webcourses site of Canvas has a discussion board. This board provides an opportunity to post 
questions regarding the course material and/or computing. In addition to precepts and office hours, 
please use this board on the course website when asking questions about lectures and other course 
materials. This will allow students to see other students’ questions and learn from them. I will 
regularly check the board and answer questions posted, although everyone else is also encouraged 
to contribute to the discussion. A student’s respectful and constructive participation on the forum 
will count toward his/her class participation grade. Do not email your questions directly to me 
unless they are of personal nature — I will not answer them! 


 
ATTENDANCE 


Attendance is required. Regular attendance is crucial to being successful in this course. The 
material covered in this course is inherently cumulative. If you do not keep up, you will quickly 
find yourself too far behind to catch up. 
 
You should arrive to class on time: it will start promptly at its assigned time. Do not leave early. 
Late arrivals and early departures may count as absences (or at the course instructor's discretion, 
partial attendance may result in). For further information please refer to UCF Academic 
Regulations and Procedures (http://catalog.ucf.edu/policies/academic-regulations).  
 
 


MAKE-UP EXAM & ASSIGNMENT POLICY  


Make-up exams and assignments will be granted only in the case of an emergency (only for 
documented reasons) and/or a university documented absence. I always investigate the claims 
and make sure the documents are authentic.  If such documentation is provided, it is up to the 
instructor’s discretion to grant a make-up exam or to excuse the student from taking the exam 
without penalty.  
 
No extra credit expected individually. If I decide a substantial portion of the class would benefit 
from an additional opportunity, it will be offered to everyone. But I will not select some 
individuals out for special treatment. 
 
If exam or assignment dates conflict with a religious holiday, please notify the instructor about 
this at the beginning of the class. I will seek to accommodate you. For further information please 
refer to UCF Academic Regulations and Procedures (http://catalog.ucf.edu/policies/academic-
regulations). 
 
 


 



http://www.stata.com/order/new/edu/gradplans/student-pricing/





REQUIREMENTS  


Your course grade will be based on three components:  


 Attendance & Participation. 10 Percent. Attendance is required. This course will move 
fast; you will become confused if you do not attend regularly. Late arrivals and early 
departures may count as absences. The frequency and quality of individual attendance will 
be carefully recorded and reflected in the final grades.  
 


 Presentation. 20 Percent.  30 minutes for the talk and another 30 minutes for the 
feedback from class discussion.  Consider this practice as an equivalent to rough drafts of 
dissertation proposal or grant proposal. A brief summary of your potential research 
design will be sufficient. It specifies your questions, offers a plausible theoretical 
explanation for those hypotheses, and provides a detailed statement as to how you would 
carry out the research. Even though I don’t expect you to carry out actual empirical 
analysis in class, your presentation will consist of: 
 
(a) A summary of your topic 
(b) A description of why your topic is worthy of study 
(c) One example of existing research related to your topic – either a book or an article. 


- Describe the research focus of the study, why it is significant, its general method and 
most important findings. 
- Identify the principal dependent variable and independent variables involved in the 
study and describe how they were measured. 
- Assess the findings. Did the study, on its own terms, succeed? The specification of 
dependent and independent variables and the form of expected relationship between 
them.  


(d) The specification of your hypothesis. 
- Describe your dependent and independent variables and the form of the expected 
relationship between them.  


(e) The operationalization of the variables 
-What are your principal variables and how do you propose to measure them? 
-Data gathering: Where will you get your data? 
 


A sign-up sheet with due dates/times will be posted on the webcourse. 


 Three Take-Home Assignments. 70 percent (20+20+30). You will be given three 
regular assignments during the term. Notice that for each take-home assignment, you will 
be given 24 hours to finish using your textbook, classroom notes, or other online 
resources. Each student is to attempt all problems individually before the assigned date: 
you will not be allowed to collaborate with anybody. The homework assignments will 
include a number of theoretical questions (multiple choices and short answers) as well as 
statistical computing exercises using STATA.  







 


UCF DISABILITY STATEMENT 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all 
persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students 
with disabilities who need accommodations in this course must contact the professor at the 
beginning of the semester to discuss needed accommodations. No accommodations will be 
provided until the student has met with the professor to request accommodations. Students who 
need accommodations must be registered with Student Disability Services, Student Resource 
Center, Room 132, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before 
requesting accommodations from the professor. 


 


UCF RULES OF ACADEMIC CONDUCT 


As reflected in the UCF creed, integrity and scholarship are core values that should guide our 
conduct and decisions as members of the UCF community. Plagiarism and cheating are very 
serious academic offenses. Please refer to the University’s Rules of Conduct (available at: 
http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu) for more information on these issues. Failure to comply with 
university rules may subject violator(s) to appropriate action by university authorities and/or 
appropriate civil authorities. The penalty for students who plagiarize or cheat on an exam or an 
assignment will include a grade of F on that exam or assignment. 


 


PROFESSIONALISM POLICY  


Per university policy and classroom etiquette; mobile phones, iPads, etc. must be silenced during 
all classroom and lab lectures. Those not heeding this rule will be asked to leave the 
classroom/lab immediately so as to not disrupt the learning environment. Please arrive on time 
for all class meetings. Students who habitually disturb the class by talking, arriving late, etc., and 
have been warned may suffer a reduction in their final class grade (NO POINTS IN 
ATTENDANCE, SERIOUSLY!). 


 


UNIVERSITY WRITING CENTER 


The University Writing Center (UWC) is a free resource for UCF undergraduates and graduates. 
At the UWC, a trained writing consultant will work individually with you on anything you're 
writing (in or out of class), at any point in the writing process from brainstorming to editing. 
Appointments are recommended, but not required. For more information or to make an 
appointment, visit the UWC website at http://www.uwc.ucf.edu, stop by MOD 608, or call 
407.823.2197. 


 


 







GRADING  


I will apply a 'curve' grading scheme to convert your exam score into the following numeric and 
letter scale, so each exam grade reflects your performance relative to your fellow students. In this 
way all exams should be equivalently graded. Graded tests and materials in this course will be 
returned individually only by request. You can access your scores at any time using the Grade 
Book function of Webcourses. Please note that scores returned mid-semester are unofficial 
grades. Your course grade will be determined by the following numeric scale: 


 


Course Points Average Letter Grade 
90-100  A 
85-89  A- 
80-84  B+ 
75-79  B 
70-74  B- 
65-69  C+ 
60-64  C 
55-59  C - 
50-54  D+ 
45-49  D 
40-44  D- 
0-39  F 


 


 


IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 


Drop/Swap Deadline: Thursday, January 14, 2016 11:59 PM 


Spring Break: Monday, March 07, 2016 - Saturday, March 12, 2016 


Midterm Exam: TBD 


International Studies Association Annual Meeting (No Class – Alternative On-Line Assignments 


will be distributed): Wednesday, March 16. 


Withdrawal Deadline: Wednesday, March 23, 2016 11:59 PM 


Classes End:  Tuesday, April 26, 2016 


Study Day (No Class): Wednesday, April 27, 2016 


Final Exam: Friday, April 29, 2016 10:00 AM – 12:50 PM.  


Grade Due in myUCF (Faculty): Monday, May 09, 2016  


Grade Available on myUCF: Wednesday, May 11, 2016 


 







TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE  


On the following page a tentative course schedule is provided. I plan to cover most of the text. In 
addition, I will present a fair amount of material in lectures that is not in the book.  


 


Week and Date Topic Essentials Stata 
1st Week (Jan 13) Course Introduction,  


Concepts and measurement  
Ch1  
 


Getting 
Started  


2nd Week (Jan 20) Measuring and describing 
variables  


Ch1, Ch2 Ch1, Ch2  


3rd Week (Jan 27) Explanations, hypotheses, 
comparisons I 


Ch3 Ch3, Ch4 
 


4th Week (Feb 3) Explanations, hypotheses, 
comparisons II 


Ch3  
 


Ch3, Ch4  
 


5th Week (Feb 10) Research design and controlled 
comparison I 
 


Ch4, Ch5 
 


Ch3, Ch4, 
Ch5  
 


6th Week (Feb 17) Research design and controlled 
comparison II 


 


Ch4, Ch5 
 


Ch3, Ch4, 
Ch5  
 


7th Week (Feb 24) Inference and measures of 
association I 


Ch6, Ch7  
 


Ch5 , Ch6, 
Ch7  


8th Week (Mar 2) Inference and measures of 
association II  


Ch6, Ch7  Ch5 , Ch6, 
Ch7  


9th Week (Mar 23) Inference and measures of 
association III 


Ch6, Ch7  Ch5 , Ch6, 
Ch7  


10th Week (Mar 30) Regression analysis I 
 


Ch8, Ch9 
 


Ch8, 9, 10 


12th Week (Apr 6) Regression analysis II 
 


Ch8, Ch9 
 


Ch8, 9, 10 


13th Week (Apr 13) Regression analysis III 
 


Ch8, Ch9 
 


Ch8, 9, 10 


14th Week (Apr 20) Regression analysis IV 
 


Ch8, Ch9 
 


Ch8, 9, 10 


 


 


*** Note: The content of syllabus and course schedule are subject to change and update at the 
instructor’s discretion if necessary.  


Changes to the syllabus, if any, will be announced in class and the updated syllabus will be 
posted on Canvas.  


Students are responsible for any changes in syllabus/schedule which are announced in class. 








 CPO4303 Latin American Politics 
“Americans will do anything for Latin America except read about it." 


-- Scotty Reston, journalist, The New York Times 


• GRADE BOOK CALCULATOR (BETA V2) 
• About Dr. Wilson 
• Class rules 
• Some helpful tip for writing short essays (by Dr. Dolan) 


 


Course structure 
The course contains seven modules and one required final exam. Modules 
typically have discussions to allow you to explore core concepts further and 
apply them to specific issues. They might also have short essays that 
integrate much of what you learned in critical reflection. These essays are 
650 words, plus or minus 10%. That is, if your paper is under 585 words, it 
is too short and will be penalized and if it is longer than 715 words, it is too 
long and will be similarly penalized. 


There is no textbook assigned for this class, instead, I will uploaded 
readings and some ancillary material (videos etc) to help you better 
understand the material. 


Finally, each module has more than one deadline - typically there is a 
deadline for the first discussion posting and a separate one for the 
additional follow-up postings for that discussion with a separate deadline 
for the short papers, which are typically due at the end of the module. 


It is crucial that you are aware of all these deadlines and that you don't 
miss any them, which will result in points deductions. (You can see all the 
semester's deadlines by scrolling to the bottom of this page). 
  


Instructor Contact 
Instructor Professor Bruce M. Wilson 


Office Phillips Hall 302 



https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1165192/files/50103363/download?wrap=1

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1165192/pages/about-dr-wilson

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1165192/files/50103357/download?wrap=1

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1165192/files/50103335/download?wrap=1





Office Hours 
Dr. Wilson's Office Hours: by 
appointment 


Homepages 
Professor 
Wilson's homepage at UCFand 
at CMI, Bergen, Norway 


Phone 407-823-2608 (no voice mail) 


E-mail Please use Coursemail for all class 
related emails 


 


Course Information 
Course Name CPO4303 Latin American Politics 


Credit Hours 3 Credit Hours 


Semester/Year Spring 2016 


Location Completely online (no required face-to-face time) 


 


Course Description 
This class introduces students to the major countries and themes of Latin 
American politics, governance, and the relevant political science theories. 
The emphasis of the class will be on the post-WWII period, which has seen 
significant changes in Latin America, from rural to urban, from agricultural 
to industrial, from dictatorship to democracy, from state intervention to Neo-
liberalism, from revolution and insurgency to party politics. This class 
examines some of these changes as well as the changes in political 
institutions through the use of country case studies to illuminate the 
consequence of these developments on various groups in society. We will 
also focus on a number of major issues confronting many of the countries 
of Latin America in the last decades.  



http://politicalscience.cos.ucf.edu/people/wilson-bruce/

http://www.cmi.no/staff/?bruce-wilson





 


Class Objectives 
by the end of the semester you will understand the: 


• important social, economic, political and geographic diversity 
that characterizes Latin America  


• inter-relationship between the United States and Latin America and among Latin 
American states. 


• strategies used to pursue economic development and different ideas about what 
constitutes economic development 


• political underpinnings of political and economic development strategies. 
• complex nature of the major challenges facing contemporary Latin America 
• paradox of the simultaneous existence of expanding economies, democratization, 


and increased crime 


 Required Text 
• The are NO required books for this class. All readings will be made available to you 


via the class homepage, free of charge. 


• To help with the class you should read a newspaper with a significant Latin 
American politics focus.  I suggest you sign up for the free America's 
Quarterly weekly summary. 
o While there is no need to buy a textbook, if you feel you would really like to have a good 


general textbook on Latin America, you might consider the new edition of Modern Latin 
America by Skidemore, Smith, and Green from Oxford University press. There is no 
obligation to purchase this book and you certainly do not need the book to excel in this 
course, but if you really want a text book, this is the one. 


Course Requirements 


Assignments • You are responsible for keeping a copy of all assignments for this 
class. 


• You are also responsible for checking that the grades posted 
online are correct; any discrepancies and/or errors must be 
reported to the instructor within one week of being posted. 


Late, make-up, 
and extra credit 


• Late work (initial discussion postings and essays) will be penalized 
5 points per day late (or part thereof), including weekend days and 



http://as-coa.us12.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=710ed221b57833213e97b2e79&id=6a33e16b5d

http://as-coa.us12.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=710ed221b57833213e97b2e79&id=6a33e16b5d





work holidays. 
• Late exams are penalized 10 points per day (or part thereof). 
• Discussion postings cannot be made after the discussion is closed 


- there is no late option for discussion postings. 
• No work will be accepted more than a week after the deadline. 
• There are no substitute assignments and positively NO EXTRA 


CREDIT, so please don't ask! 
• I will not discuss any module grade more than a week after it has 


been posted. 


 


Evaluation and Grading 
The following scale will be used for the assignment of final grades. 


Letter Grade Points 


A 90-100 


B 80-89 


C 70-79 


D 60-69 


F 59 or below 


  


  


Assignment Percentage of Grade 


Module #1: Introduction  2% 


Your highest 5 substantive 
modules grades (Modules #2 
through #7) 


15% each (75% of your total class grade) 


Your lowest substantive module grade will 
be automatically dropped (see caveat in 
Academic honesty, below). 







Final exam  23% 


Total  100% 


  


Schedule 


Module Dates Module Topic 


Jan 11-18 Module #1: Introduction 


Jan 14- Feb 1 Module #2: LA Realities 


Feb 1- 15 Module #3: Development and Democracy 


Feb 15-29 Module #4: Democracy 


Feb 29-Mar 21 Module #5: Neoliberalism and the New Left 


Mar 21-Apr 4 Module #6: Issues facing LA 


Apr 4-18 Module #7:Courts and ESC Rights 


Apr 18-28 Final Exam 


 


Attendance Policy 
Because this is a completely online class with no face-to-face meetings, 
there is no attendance policy, as such. Having said that, you need to keep 
up with the pace of the class and participate in all parts of each of the 
modules. Note that each module contains several deadlines; that is, not all 
work for a module is due on the last day listed on the Schedule. You must 
read each module's instructions for a list of deadlines for the various 
assignments and deadlines. It is your responsibility to check these 
deadlines as soon as a module opens so you won't miss any due dates. 


NB: The federally-mandated attendance reporting policy requires you to 
complete an assignment before the end of the first week (before 5 pm on 
Friday). It does not matter what score you receive for the quiz, but you 







must complete it before the deadline. Failure to do so may impact your 
financial aid and/or other support. 


 


Academic Honesty 
Plagiarism and cheating of any kind on any examination, quiz, or 
assignment will result an "F" for that assignment and may be subject to 
appropriate referral to the Office of Student Conduct for further action. See the 
up-dated UCF Golden Rule for further information. Any module that contains 
any material that is identified by the professor as plagiarized will not be 
eligible to be dropped as your lowest grade. Please do not plagiarize! Repeat 
offenders will fail the course and be reported to the relevant UCF 
disciplinary board.  


I will assume for this course that you will adhere to the academic creed of 
this University and will maintain the highest standards of academic 
integrity. I will also adhere to the highest standards of academic integrity, 
so please do not ask me to change (or expect me to change) your grade 
illegitimately or to bend or break rules for one person that will not apply to 
everyone. Furthermore, any attempt to save, store, distribute, or discuss 
any quiz questions for this class will be interpreted as cheating and will be 
treated accordingly. 


All your work must be done on your own; you are not allowed to collaborate 
on quizzes, discussion postings, or essays. In short, all your written work 
and work submitted for grading must be your own, original work. 


 


Sexual Harassment  
Title IX makes it clear that violence and harassment based on sex that 
interferes with educational opportunities is an offense subject to the same 
penalties as offenses based on other protected categories such as race, 
national origin, etc. If you or someone you know has been harassed or 
assaulted, you can find resources available to support the victim, including 
confidential resources, and information concerning reporting options at 
shield.ucf.edu. Perpetrators are subject to expulsion or termination and 
may also be subject to criminal penalties. 



http://creed.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://creed.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://creed.sdes.ucf.edu/





  


Disability Statement 
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable 
accommodations for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available 
in alternate formats upon request. Students with disabilities who need 
accommodations in this course must contact the professor at the beginning 
of the semester to discuss needed accommodations. No accommodations 
will be provided until the student has met with the professor to request 
accommodations. Students who need accommodations must be registered 
with Student Disability Services, Student Resource Center Room 132, 
phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before 
requesting accommodations from the professor. 
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POLITICAL SCIENCE 4284 
JUDICIAL PROCESS AND POLITICS 


 
Department of Political Science 


University of Central Florida 
 


Spring 2016 
 


Class Time and Place: TR 12:00-1:15, PSY 106 Office Hours:  MW, 09:30-11:00; TR 09:30-10:00; or 
by appointment 


Professor: Dr. Drew Lanier  


Office: Phillips Hall 302 Credit Hours:  three (3) 


Phone: (407) 823-3753 [direct dial] or 823-2608  
             [main number]  


Email: drew.lanier@ucf.edu 
 


"There is hardly a political question in the United 
States which does not sooner or later turn into a 
judicial one." 
 
Alexis de Tocqueville, Democracy in America (1848) 


    
 Tocqueville's observation remains apt today. Courts decide such issues as abortion, flag burning, 
death penalty, drug testing, criminal rights and free expression. The judiciary plays an important role in 
American life, making it an exciting branch of government to study. Witness the center-stage role that the 
U.S. Supreme Court played in a number of key cases last term, including the health care reform law.   
 
 Judicial Process and Politics examines the role of the judiciary in American society. In this course, we 
will primarily be concerned with the process of law, rather than the product of legal processes. The law is not 
simply a collection of outcomes, policies, decisions and decrees. Law is also a method for transforming 
contentious issues into enforced solutions. But this process is far from simple or mechanical. Abstract rules 
and general principles provide some guidance in this transformation of contentiousness, but social norms, 
broader public understanding, and strategies of legal interpretation also play a role in this process. 
 
 A number of important questions will concern us throughout this course. Beyond understanding the 
mechanics of how courts function, the players who are involved and their role in society, we want to form 
opinions on how the judicial process ought to function. How should judges interpret decisions? How should 
the Supreme Court decide cases? If the current process is flawed, then what should replace it? 
 
 This course provides information so that you will be able to form your own responses to those 
questions. Political scientists often do not agree on how those queries should be answered; this course will 
present some of their theories. Then you will evaluate the merits of any particular answer compared to other 
possibilities. 
  
Web Resources 
 
Canvas Site 
 
The Course has a Canvas site associated with it. It is an innovative technology that allows the students to 
interact with each other, post messages to a common bulletin board, take quizzes, and many other tasks that 
facilitate comprehension of the course material and collaborative learning among the course's students in a 
student-centered context. This site, however, is a password-protected domain. A more thorough discussion of 
this course tool as well as how to navigate through it will be offered in class. Navigate to it via your 
my.ucf.edu login, find the course in the Online Course Tools Tab and the Webcourses@UCF Pagelet and 
then enter your PID and password.  



mailto:drew.lanier@ucf.edu

http://my.ucf.edu/
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Course Goals 
 
The most fundamental goal of this course is to enhance and improve your critical thinking skills. The ability to 
critically analyze concepts or programs and then present your conclusions and criticisms well will be one of 
the most valuable skills you learn at the University. The subject matter on which you will practice these critical 
thinking skills will be the judicial process. In order to effectively develop your analytic abilities, you will find 
that you need a great deal of specific knowledge about the judiciary. This course will fill that gap. Specifically, 
you should learn the following from this course: 
 


1. How various actors interact in the legal process, including jurors, lawyers and lower court and appellate 
judges. 


 
2. How the Supreme Court makes decisions, beginning from the certiorari process and continuing to the 


final decision. 
 
Finally, you will gain an awareness of the pervasiveness of politics, as we will come to know it, even in the 
judicial branch.  
 
Required Books 
 
American Political Science Association, Committee on Publications.  2006.  Style Manual for Political  
     Science.  Rev. ed.  Washington, DC:  APSA (ISBN 1-87814-733-1).  [Title is out of print but copies may  
     still be obtained.  This will be uploaded to the Canvas Reserves Discussion Topic].  


 
Kirszner, Laurie G., and Stephen R. Mandell.  2013.  The Brief Wadsworth Handbook.  7th ed. Boston:   
     Thomson/Wadsworth (ISBN 1-111-83303-6). 
 
Neubauer, David W., and Stephen S. Meinhold.  2012. Judicial Process: Law, Courts, and Politics in the  
     United States.  6th ed. Belmont, CA:  Thomson/Wadsworth (ISBN 978-1-1111-35756-6).  [hereafter 


“N&M”]. 
 


Stern, Gerald M. 2008. The Buffalo Creek Disaster. 2d ed. New York: Vintage Books (ISBN 0-307-38849-0). 
 


Turow, Scott.  1977.  One L: The Turbulent True Story of a First Year at Harvard Law School.  New York:  
     Warner Books (ISBN 0-446-67378-1). 


 
Optional Books 
 
Strunk, William, Jr., and E.B. White.  2000.  The Elements of Style.  4th ed.  New York:  Longman (ISBN 0- 
     205-30902-X). 
 
Required Materials 
 
 In addition, students must purchase a pack of scantrons (Form No. 209161), which are strawberry in 
color and bear the UCF logo.  These will be used during the three exams administered across the term. No 
other form is acceptable. If you nevertheless attempt to submit an exam with another form of scantron, your 
exam WILL BE REFUSED.   This is a course requirement as the UCF Test Scoring Center will accept no 
other form. 
  


GRADING 
 
Mandated Documentation of Course Attendance 
 
As of fall 2014, all faculty members are required to document students' academic activity at the beginning of 
each course in order to comply with federal regulations involving student financial aid.  In order to document 
that you began this course, please complete the self-introduction assignment, on the Canvas Discussion 
board, by the end of the first week of classes, or as soon as possible after adding the course, but no later 
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than Friday, Jan. 15, 2016.  Failure to do so will result in a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid 
(adapted from a draft statement from Academic Affairs Office, UCF). 
 
Exams (300 points) 
 


Each of the three exams in the course is worth 100 points. Although they are each non-
comprehensive, they will be composed entirely of very challenging multiple choice items.  They will seek to 
test your understanding of both factual and conceptual ideas in a tightly controlled timed environment. 
 
Internet Assignments (100 points (5 @ 20 points each)) 
 


In addition to the in-class tests and quizzes, you are required to complete four Internet assignments 
across the term. Do not put these off until the last minute. You should do them as they are assigned, since  
you cannot control for the internet being down, or the site that you must access being temporarily 
unavailable. I will have little sympathy for you if this circumstance befalls you and you are unable to turn-in 
your assignment.  Assignments do not count until they are RECEIVED, not sent.  I customarily send a brief 
email message indicating its receipt if you submit it to me via email. IF YOU DO NOT RECEIVE SUCH A 
MESSAGE, THE ASSIGNMENT HAS NOT BEEN RECEIVED AND YOU WILL NOT RECEIVE FULL 
CREDIT FOR THE ASSIGNMENT.  In that case, contact me by other means (such as the telephone) to 
determine if I have received the assignment. If not, resubmit it ASAP.  Computers seem to know when 
humans are working on deadlines and will maniacally crash as the deadline approaches. Thus:  DO NOT 
WAIT UNTIL THE LAST MINUTE TO COMPLETE YOUR ASSIGNMENT.  If you come to me with an exotic 
tale of woe about your not having turned in your assignment on time, I will nod relatively sympathetically and 
point to this warning.   
 


These assignments are designed to make you more familiar with the Internet and the sites relevant to 
the study of the American judiciary. They are due at THE BEGINNING OF CLASS (12:30 pm) for each of the 
due dates. I PENALIZE LATE ASSIGNMENTS ONE LETTER GRADE PER DAY LATE, OR PART 
THEREOF.   
 


Furthermore, note the following rules regarding the internet assignments: 
 


• You may NOT use Wikipedia (or its variants) as any source in your internet assignments. It is a 
highly unreliable and invalid source for information.  Doing so will substantially reduce your grade, 
even to an “F.”   


 
• You must follow APSA style (see the APSA Style Guide) when composing your internet 


assignments. Failure to do so will result in at least one letter grade reduction of the grade earned. 
 
• Double space between paragraphs, even in a document that is otherwise single-spaced. 
 
• Provide in-text citations to the SPECIFIC SOURCE FROM WHICH YOU ARE TAKING THE 


INFORMATION.  Otherwise, the reader does not know to what source you attribute your 
information.  Failure to do so will result in a least a one letter grade reduction in the grade earned. 
See the APSA Style Manual for examples. 


 
• Case names must be italicized as per the APSA Style Manual. 
 
• Attaching printouts to an internet assignment does not magically satisfy the cite and 


reference requirements of APSA style.   
 
Class Participation (50 points) 
 


Since most of you would like to go to law school someday, class topics are discussed using the 
Socratic Method typical of most law schools. You are expected to very carefully read and prepare for 
discussions.  Class attendance is not mandatory. However, to insure that the class participation part of your 
grade accurately reflects your attendance, I pass around a sign-up sheet at the beginning of each class. This 
information is solely for the purpose of knowing whether you regularly attended class, even if you are not 
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frequently called on to answer questions. In the event that your grade is "borderline" at the end of the 
semester, students who have regularly attended throughout the semester may be given the benefit of the 
doubt and assigned a higher final course letter grade. Students who regularly miss class will find that their 
course grades are adversely affected.  
 
Daily Survey (50 points) 
 


You should become familiar with all of your colleagues, even those who do not speak during every 
class. Your usage of the Canvas tool will be assessed at the end of the term to distribute this portion of the 
course grade. Specific assignments for you will be posted on the Canvas site. You, thus, must check the site 
regularly. I WILL remove assignments after they have been posted for a significant period, thereby preventing 
you from completing the assignment if you wait until the last minute. Once again, don’t allow yourself to get 
into that bind! It is made a component of the course so as to facilitate communication between you as 
members of the class.  Of the 50 points available for this component of the course, all of them are  
earned based on the proportion of surveys that you complete across the term. 
 
    The following are regulations regarding the daily surveys that must be followed: 


 
• If you do not attend class on a particular day FOR ANY REASON IMAGINABLE, you may NOT 


complete the survey for that day as you cannot logically answer the questions posed. If you 
nevertheless attempt to do so, I will mark it as if you did not. 


 
• Failing to complete even a small number of the daily surveys will negatively affect your final course 


grade. Ignoring them is dangerous to your understanding of course material (and your final course 
grade).  


 
• Surveys are due by 3:00 pm on the day immediately preceding the following lecture day.  For 


example, if we have class on Tuesday, then the survey for that class is due by Wednesday at 3:00 pm.  
If we have class on Thursday, then the survey for that class is due by the following Monday at 3:00 pm.  
Days on which we have tests scheduled or days on which there is a University holiday are not “lecture 
days.”   


 
• Be honest and forthcoming in your responses as they are designed to deepen your understanding of 


the course content and its significance.   
 
• After the due date for the Surveys has passed, I will collate and collect the most pertinent and relevant 


questions and read answers to them in class for the entire class to consider and from which to benefit. 
They are good ways to prepare for the exams, and not “busy work.”  Use them for your benefit.  Ignore 
them at your own peril. 


 
• If you have already answered the Survey for the day, Canvas will not allow you to complete the Survey 


again. 
 
• Do NOT send blank responses through for the Survey. Repeated violation of this rule will result in the 


entire class’s being required to send survey responses to me through my UCF email account.  Past 
classes have, sadly, tested me on this requirement. Please do not make me implement this 
requirement. 


 
Best Allies 
 


The professor is not your friend.  He cannot be your friend, as he is charged with the weighty 
responsibility of assessing your understanding of the course material and work in an objective manner.  He 
may act in a courteous, kind and helpful manner, but do not mistake that for friendship or laxness. 
 


You will find that your colleagues have similar backgrounds and experiences and that they can be 
your best allies in making it through this course, just as you will discover in later life.   
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Course Point Allocation 
 


Component Weight 
Exam I 100 Points 
Exam II 100 Points 
Exam III  100 Points 
Internet Assgn. 100 Points 
Daily Survey 50 Points 
Class Participation 50 Points 
TOTAL 500 Points 


 
Grading Scale (as a Percentage of Total Points) 
 


GRADE PERCENTAGE 
A 100-90 
B+ 89-87 
B 86-80 
C+ 79-77 
C 76-70 
D+ 69-67 
D 66-60 
F 59 or less 


 
In calculating averages, the only rounding will be up from 0.5 below the grade required in the professor’s sole 
professional discretion. For example, 89.5 may earn an "A-," 79.5 may earn a "B-," and so on. I give you the 
opportunity to earn extra credit points all semester long. Do not expect that I will give you any more points 
at the end of the term. I interpret this clause very stringently. 
 


COURSE POLICIES 
 
 There are several points you should note.  
 


Laptops and Audiotaping  
  
 I prohibit the use of laptops in this class.  Laptops, while useful in some contexts, represent a barrier 
between professor and student and actually may make student understanding more difficult as students are 
transformed from learners into typists.  Also, other students’ use of laptops may represent a distraction from 
lecture and class discussion.  If you have concerns about this policy, please see me. 
 
 If you have a disability regarding handwriting notes, I encourage you to tape record the lectures, which is 
allowed.  Students who miss class should see me before requesting your notes, and the student who has missed must 
make all reasonable accommodations to meet your scheduling limitations for conducting the exchange.  The student 
providing the notes is not responsible for providing any materials and should not incur any expenses associated with the 
exchange.  Students providing the notes are not required to provide notes for more than three (3) lecture periods that 
have been missed.  If you feel that you are being coerced about providing your notes to someone who is not attending 
class, please see me immediately.  I reserve the right to revoke the privilege of using the above devices.  
 
 No Excuses 
 
 First, this class operates under a "No-Excuse" policy. It is incumbent upon you to be responsible for the notes 
given in the unlikely event that you miss class. If you miss class, you NEED NOT inform me about it.  If you do inform 
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me of your impending absence, you are NOT thereby immunized from the terms of the syllabus.  Because this 
course is an upper division class, you will quickly learn that if you intend to pass, you should plan on regularly 
attending class, keeping up with the lecture, and completing the assignments as they are given. 
  


Seating Chart 
 
 Second, shortly after the course begins, I send around a seating chart to facilitate the professor’s learning 
student names and the Socratic method. Please decide where you would like to sit within the first few days of class. 
If you have vision difficulties, please situate yourself accordingly, as I use the visual display extensively. 
 
 Accommodations for Physically Challenged Students 
 
 Third, if you are physically challenged, every attempt is made to accommodate your learning needs. See me 
by the end of the first week of class so that we can make appropriate arrangements. This class operates in 
accordance with the Office of Student Disability Services here at the University and federal guidelines governing the 
Americans with Disabilities Act (1990). 
 
 Plagiarism and Cheating: Don’t Let it Happen to You! 
 
 Fourth, please consult the policy regarding plagiarism and cheating which is attached. Each of you must 
review the University policy on the penalties for plagiarism. Almost every semester, one or more students 
appropriate(s) the published work of someone else, and I have had the unfortunate responsibility of failing those 
students and seeking disciplinary action against them. You are on notice that I have failed students because they 
decided to risk their academic careers by choosing the easy way out. 
 
 Conceptual Understanding Key 
 
 Fifth, this is an upper division course with correspondent responsibilities for you. I expect that you will devote 
at least 15 hours per week outside of class for this course alone studying, reading, and meeting with other 
students to discuss and review the course material.  This is a difficult course. If you are not at least a Junior, you 
should seriously consider withdrawing from the course and taking it once you attain that status.  Former students 
who did not heed this warning received a much lower than expected final course grade. 
 
 Socratic Method as a Pedagogical Modality 
 
 Sixth, class topics are discussed using the Socratic Method. This means that you are expected to answer 
questions about the text and material that we have covered in class AND TO HAVE THOUGHT ABOUT ITS 
IMPLICATIONS. You will quickly learn that one of my favorite questions is, "what does that mean?." You are 
expected to read and prepare for discussions. I assume that the reading for the day will be done for the day that it is 
assigned. LEARN TO PACE YOURSELF ACCORDINGLY!  
 
 Respect for Colleagues and Their Comments 
 
 Additionally, you are on notice that this course engages in difficult discussions about our political leaders. 
Hopefully we will have intelligent arguments regarding the concepts involved in the course. Above all, everyone will 
have the right to express their opinions freely and openly without fear of reprisal from other students or myself. 
 


  Attendance 
 


 Seventh, I do not have a mandatory attendance policy.  However, I send around attendance sheets at the 
beginning of each class so I know who has attended class, and so I can gauge your class participation even if you do 
not speak in class.  Persons who are "borderline" in their grades may receive the "benefit of the doubt" in the final 
computation of grades if they have frequently attended class.  It is YOUR responsibility to sign the attendance sheet.  
The sheet is sent around at the beginning of each class.  If you are late, you must see me after class to sign it;  
otherwise, I will not give you the "benefit of the doubt."  You are responsible for announcements made in class and 
changes to the course syllabus and expectations even if you are absent when such announcements are made.   
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 Extra Credit 
 
 Ninth, throughout the session there may be several opportunities for you to earn extra credit points. Prior 
assignments have included registering to vote, pop quizzes on current events, or looking up specific questions that 
other students or myself may ask about the subject material. This extra credit is announced in class on a sporadic 
basis. If you miss class, you should check with classmates about missed opportunities. I reserve the right to NOT 
give you the extra credit option should you miss the class period that the extra credit was assigned. All extra credit 
assignments are due the next class period after they have been announced in class. 
 
 Word Processing Required 
 
 Tenth, all assignments (with the exceptions of exams and quizzes done in class) must be typewritten or word 
processed, including internet assignments. If you do not know how to use a computer or word processor, it is 
strongly recommended that you learn to do so. If you are concerned about this, please see me. Numerous tutorials 
are available on campus to assist you. You should allocate enough time for printer cartridges to run dry and dogs to 
eat papers and computer disks! You laugh, but trust me: I have heard every excuse in the book! Late assignments 
will receive reduced grades at the rate of one letter grade per day late or part thereof. 
 
 Duplicates of Assignments 
 
 Eleventh, while I have never lost an assignment, I require that you make copies of all work submitted to me in 
the unlikely event that something should happen. In the event that I should need a copy of the assignment, and you 
are not able to provide it, you will not receive credit. Even after I have returned materials to you, please hold on to 
the work until after you have received your grade from the Registrar. This protects you from any possibility that you 
might receive an erroneous grade. 
 
 Technological Tools 
 
 Twelfth, I require that everyone learn how to use e-mail and the technological tools associated with the 
course. They can facilitate your comprehension of the course material. I have found that this encourages  
students to communicate with me about questions you may have regarding the material discussed in class. You are 
responsible for any assignments or other information that I distribute on the course’s associated web sites or via 
email. If you already have an e-mail account (through knights.ucf.edu), please do not sign-up for an additional 
account, but give me your address. You should check your email on a regular basis as I post any changes about 
class assignments to your account and/or to the course-associated web site. If your email address changes 
during the semester, you MUST NOTIFY ME.  This is a course requirement.   
 


  Classroom Decorum  
 


Please note the following rules for classroom decorum: 
 
• Because it is disruptive to everyone to have students arrive late and/or leave early, you must be on time for 


every class and you are expected to remain in class until the period is completed, unless there are 
extraordinary circumstances (e.g., you are about to become ill on the person in front of you) or you have 
informed me of your urgent need to leave before the period ends.  How would you act in a court of law? 
Would you arrive late or leave early? Act in a disruptive manner? Begin to act professionally now. 


 
• Do not talk (even in a whisper) with any of your neighbors.  It disturbs them and it disturbs me.  If you are 


talking, I presume you have a question about the material and I will ask you about it.   
 
• Do not listen to an i-Pod/iPhone or similar device, read a newspaper or other material not previously 


assigned for class. If you do so, you will be counted ABSENT FOR THE DAY.  Repeated violation of this 
rule will result in a grade of WF or F. 


 
• PLEASE SILENCE YOUR CELL PHONES AND OTHER ELECTRONIC DEVICES.  Repeated violation of 


this rule constitutes “continuous unruly behavior.”  (See Classroom Decorum Policy No. 5 below). 
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• Continuous unruly behavior will result in a grade of WF or F.  An example of this is the persistent 
discourtesy of talking in class while someone else (including the instructor) is doing so.  The classroom is 
not a living room, in which one talks during a television show.  If you wish to talk, absent yourself from class 
with the appropriate diminution of your class grade. 


 
 Time-Sensitive Communications and Assignments 
 
 In past semesters, some students have had difficulty submitting assignments to me by the due date and time.  
This difficulty arises, in part, from their reliance on email and other technologies beyond their control.  Accordingly, 
for time-sensitive communications, send me a message through the Canvas email tool, contact me on the telephone, 
or see me in person during office hours.   
 
 Syllabus NOT a Contract 
 
 Finally, this syllabus is not deemed to be a contract. I reserve the right to change any of the exam times or 
assignments by providing you with a forty-eight hour notice of such changes. Such changes are either announced in 
class, or sent on e-mail. Therefore, you are responsible for any changes that may occur during the course of the 
session.  If you are late, you should check to be sure you did not miss anything. As such, your absence in class is 
not deemed a sufficient excuse as to why work is incomplete. In the event that the University administration closes 
school for any reason (e.g., hurricane), any assignments or examinations that were scheduled on the day of the 
canceled class will be due at the next regularly scheduled class meeting. 
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TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE, TOPICS AND ASSIGNMENTS 


PROJECTED DATE TOPIC READINGS ASSIGNMENT 
Jan. 11 – Jan. 22 Course requirements 


The Structure of American Law 
   and the American Court System 
Judicial Federalism - The Federal 
   Courts 


Syllabus and attachments 
N&M, Chapts. 1, 2 and 3 
  


Self Intro  
(due Fri., Jan. 15  by 
12:00 pm on Canvas);  
Internet Assgn. 1 (due 
Thurs., Jan. 22 by 
12:00 pm) 


Jan. 25 – Feb. 5 Judicial Federalism - The State     
   Courts 
The Players in the Judicial Process 
The Impact of the Selection Process 


N&M, Chapts. 4, 5, and 6  
Stern, pp. 1-90 
 


Internet Assgn. 2 
(due Tues., Feb. 2 by 
12:00 pm) 


Feb. 8 – Feb. 12 Trial Court Policy-Making:  
   The Criminal Process (Part I) 


N&M, Chapts. 7 and 8 
 


 


THURS., FEB. 11 *** TEST I ***   
Feb. 15 – Feb. 19 Trial Court Policy-Making:  


   The Criminal Process (Part II) 
The Police 


N&M, Chapt. 9 
 


Internet Assgn. 3 
(due Tues., Feb. 16 by 
12:00 pm) 


Feb. 22 – Feb. 26 Trial Court Policy-Making: 
   The Civil Process 


N&M, Chapts. 10 and 11 
 


 


Mar. 1 – Mar. 4 Trials: Lawyers, Judges and Juries 
Legal Ethics (Not an Oxymoron) 
Law School—The Crucible 
Legal Profession 


Finish Stern 
N&M, Chapts. 12 and 13 
Turow, All 
Curtis and Frank (Canvas 
Reserve) 


Internet Assgn. 4  
(due Tues., Mar. 1 
by 12:00 pm) 


MAR. 7 – MAR. 12 ** SPRING BREAK – NO CLASS **   


Mar. 14 – Mar. 25 The Appellate Process 
United States Supreme Court  
   Agenda-Setting 


N&M, Chapts. 13 and 14 
Pacelle, Rehnquist and 
Stevens (Canvas Reserve)  


 


THURS., MAR. 17 *** TEST II ***     


WED., MAR. 23 WITHDRAWAL DEADLINE (must 
be completed by 11:59 pm) 


  


THURS., MAR. 24 *** INSTRUCTOR TRAVELING 
– NO CLASS *** 


  


Mar. 28 – Apr. 15 
 
 
 
 


 


Are Judges Priests or Laypersons? 
Behavioral Models of Supreme Court 
   Decision-Making 
Neo-Institutionalism: Influence of  
   Other Branches on Supreme Court  
   Decision-Making  


N&M, Chapts. 14 and 15 
Spaeth, Kozinski and 
Harlan (Canvas Reserve) 


Internet Assgn. 5 
(due Tues., Apr. 5 by 
12:00 pm) 


Apr. 18 – Apr. 26 "Do Courts Make A Difference?": 
Impact and Implementation 
Reform and Evaluation 
Catch-Up, Summary and 
Conclusions 


  


THURS., APR. 28 


*** TEST III (10:00 – 11:15 AM) ***  
– No exceptions to this date and 
time. Do not ask, as I cannot grant 
them. 
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Policy on Cheating and Plagiarism 
 


The Golden Rule: A Handbook for Students (University of Central Florida) defines academic dishonesty as including 
cheating and plagiarism. Cheating is defined as "unauthorized assistance; communication to another through written, 
visual or oral means. The presentation of material which has not been studied/learned, but obtained through 
someone else’s efforts and used as part of an examination, course assignment or project constitutes a violation. The 
unauthorized possession or use of examination or course related material may also constitute cheating" (p. 6). 
Plagiarism is defined as the deliberate use of another’s work, whether directly quoted or paraphrased, "without any 
indication of source, thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s own. Any student 
failing to properly credit ideas or materials taken from another is plagiarizing. Any student who knowingly helps 
another violate academic behavior standards is also in violation of the standards (p.6-7).”  The current version of the 
Golden Rule may be located by navigating to http://www.ucf.edu/goldenrule/.  You are responsible for knowing it and 
abiding by it in ALL of the elements of this course.  
 
Normally, the penalty for a violation of this policy is an "F" in the course.   
 


Statement of ADA Compliance 
 
I cooperate with the Office of Disability Services to make reasonable accommodations for qualified students with 
disabilities. Please present your written accommodation request on or before the sixth class day (beginning of the 
second week of classes). 
  
[Portions of this policy were adapted from the University of North Texas Department of Political Science Policy on 
Cheating and Plagiarism] 
  


Notice of Use of Turnitin.com 
 
In this course, I may use turnitin.com, an automated system that instructors may use to quickly and easily compare 
each student’s written assignment with billions of websites, as well an enormous database of student papers that 
grows with each student submission.  Accordingly, student assignments may be subject to this additional check.  
After the assignment is processed, I receive a report from turnitin.com that states if and how another person’s work 
was used in the assignment.  For more detailed information about this process, visit http://www.turnitin.com.  
 
[Portions of this policy were adapted from “Sample Wording for Syllabus,” UCF Office of Student Rights and 
Responsibilities, Patricia A. MacKown, Director]. 
 



http://www.ucf.edu/goldenrule/

http://www.turnitin.com/
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POLITICAL SCIENCE 3413:  
THE AMERICAN PRESIDENCY 


 
Spring 2016 


 
 


Professor:  Dr. Drew N. Lanier 
Office Hours:   MW, 09:30-11:00; TR 09:30-10:00;  
                         or by app’t 


Office:  Phillips Hall 302O   Class Time and Place: TR, 09:00-10:15 (PSY 106) 
Phone: (407) 823-3753 [direct dial] or -2608 [main 
office] 


Credit Hours:  Three (3)                                                     


E-mail: drew.lanier@ucf.edu  


 
Course Description 
 
 This course is a study of the United States Presidency as it has developed over time and as it exists today. 
Components of the course include: presidential relations with Congress, the media, public opinion, the bureaucracy, 
and the judiciary.  We will also explore the conduct of presidential nominations, campaigns and elections, as well as 
recent conflicts over the role and powers of the president in current American politics.  Students will be introduced to 
the various theories about the presidency and its relation to the other elements of the United States system of 
governance.  
 
Course Goals 
 
The most fundamental goal of this course is to enhance and improve your critical thinking skills.  The ability to critically 
analyze concepts or programs and then present your conclusions and criticisms well will be one of the most valuable 
skills you learn at the University.   The subject matter on which you will practice these critical skills will be the American 
Presidency.  In order to effectively develop your analytic abilities, you will find that you need a great deal of specific 
knowledge about the president’s Constitutional duties and responsibilities, and his/her relation to other actors within 
his/her legal and political environment.  This course will fill that gap.  
 
Web Resources 
 


Canvas Site – Course Management Software   
 
The Course has a WebCourses site associated with it. It is an innovative technology that allows the students to interact 
with each other, post messages to a common bulletin board, take quizzes, and many other tasks that facilitate 
comprehension of the course material and collaborative learning among the course's students in a student-centered 
context. This site, however, is a password-protected domain. A more thorough discussion of this course tool as well as 
how to navigate through it will be offered in class. Navigate to it via your my.ucf.edu login, find the course in the 
Online Course Tools Tab and the Webcourses@UCF Pagelet and then enter your PID and password.  
 



mailto:drew.lanier@ucf.edu

http://my.ucf.edu/
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Required Books 
 
There are two required texts for this course (that is, you must read and digest their content or your grade will suffer): 
 
Cronin, Thomas E., and Michael A. Genovese.  2012.  The Paradoxes of the American Presidency. 4th ed.  New York: 
Oxford University Press. ISBN 978-0-19-986104-0 (hereafter “C&G”). 
 
Kennedy, David M.  1999.  Freedom From Fear:  The American People in the Great Depression.  Part I.  New York:  Oxford 
University Press.  ISBN 0-19-516892-5 (hereafter, “K”). 
 
Mandated Documentation of Course Attendance 


 
As of fall 2014, all faculty members are required to document students' academic activity at the beginning of each 
course in order to comply with federal regulations involving student financial aid.  In order to document that you 
began this course, please complete the self-introduction assignment, on the Canvas Discussion board, by the 
end of the first week of classes, or as soon as possible after adding the course, but no later than Friday, Jan. 15, 
2015.  Failure to do so will result in a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid (adapted from a draft 
statement from Academic Affairs Office, UCF). 
 
Grading 
 
Exams (300 points)  
 
Each of three exams during the course is worth 100 points.  The tests will be composed entirely of very challenging 
multiple choice questions.   
 
Internet Assignments (100 points (5 @ 20 points each)) 
 
In addition, you are required to complete several Internet assignments across the term.  You should do them as 
they are assigned, since you cannot control for the internet being down, or the site that you must access being 
temporarily unavailable.  These assignments are designed to make you more familiar with the Internet and the sites 
relevant to the study of the American Presidency.   They are due at THE BEGINNING OF CLASS for each of the due 
dates.  “Beginning of Class” means at 09:00 AM and not one minute later.  If you come to me with an exotic tale of 
woe about your not submitting on time your assignments, I will nod relatively sympathetically and then point to 
this warning.  Abiding by deadlines, arbitrary as they may be, is part of any professional live. Learn to do it now and 
it will be easier later, I assure you. 
 
Internet assignments must be stapled once in the upper left-hand corner and must bear the name of the student 
author.  Assignments not satisfying these requirements will be penalized.   
 
Class Participation (50 points) 
 
Class topics are discussed using the Socratic Method.  You are expected to read and prepare for discussions.   Class 
attendance is not mandatory.  However, to insure that the class participation part of your grade accurately reflects your 
attendance, I will take attendance each class period through various methods.  This information is solely for the 
purpose of knowing whether you regularly attended class, even if you are not frequently called on to answer 
questions.  In the event that your final course grade is "borderline" at the end of the semester, students who have 
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regularly attended throughout the semester may be given the benefit of the doubt.   Students who regularly miss class 
will find that their exam grades are adversely affected.  The bulk of the material (although not all of it) that appears on 
my exams will be discussed in class.   
 
Daily Survey Completion (50 points:  daily survey) 
 
Your usage of the Canvas course site will be assessed at the end of the term to distribute this portion of the course 
grade.  This includes completing the survey once per lecture day.  Surveys are due by 3:00 pm of the day 
immediately preceding the following lecture day. If we have lecture on Tuesday, for example, the survey for that 
class is due by the following Wednesday at 3:00 pm.  Days on which we have tests scheduled or days on which 
there is a University holiday are not “lecture days.”  Students should become familiar with all of their fellow 
colleagues, even those who do not speak during every class. Your usage of the Survey tool will be assessed at the 
end of the term to distribute this portion of the course grade.  
 
Specific assignments for you will be announced on the WebCourses site. You, thus, must check the site regularly. It 
is made a component of the course so as to facilitate communication between you as members of the class.  You 
will find that your colleagues have similar backgrounds and experiences and that they can be your best allies in 
making it through this course, just as you will discover later in life once you enter the “real world.”   
 
This portion of your grade includes ten (10) percent for the completion of the daily survey, allocated based on the 
proportion of surveys that you complete throughout the term.  Completing the daily surveys is a good way to 
check your comprehension of the day’s material, and it is an easy way to earn points for the final course grade.  
Ignoring them is dangerous to your understanding (and, thus, your final course grade). 
 
The following are regulations regarding the daily surveys that must be followed: 


 
• If you do not attend class on a particular day FOR ANY REASON IMAGINABLE, you may NOT 


complete the survey for that day as you cannot logically answer the questions posed. If you 
nevertheless attempt to do so, I will mark it as if you did not. 


 
• Do NOT submit blank responses for the daily survey. Repeated violation of this rule will result in the 


entire class’s being required to send survey responses to me through my UCF email account. Once again, 
past classes have tested me on this and I have been forced to implement this rule, which is quite 
troublesome for instructor and students alike.  


 
• Failing to complete even a small number of the daily surveys will negatively affect your final course 


grade. 
 
Course Point Allocation 


 


Component Weight 


Exam I 100 Points 


Exam II 100 Points 


Exam III  100 Points 


Internet Assgn. 100 Points 
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Class Participation 50 Points 


Daily Surveys 50 Points 


TOTAL 500 Points 


 
Grading Scale (as a Percentage of Total Points) 


 


GRADE PERCENTAGE 


A 100-90 


B+ 89-87 


B 86-80 


C+ 79-77 


C 76-70 


D+ 69-67 


D 66-60 


F 59 or less 


 
Course Policies (aka My Pet Peeves) 
 
There are several points you should note.  
 
No Excuses 
 
  First, this class operates under a "No-Excuse" policy.  It is incumbent upon you to be responsible for the notes 
given in the unlikely event you miss class.   If you miss class, you NEED NOT inform me about it.  Because this course is 
an upper division class, you will quickly learn that if you intend to pass, you should plan on regularly attending class, 
keeping up with the lecture, and completing the assignments as they are given. 
 
Seating Chart 
 
 Second, shortly after the course begins, I send around a seating chart to facilitate learning names and the 
implementation of the Socratic Method.  Please decide where you would like to sit within the first few days of class. 
You should note that I use the display monitors extensively during lectures.  If you have vision difficulties, please 
situate yourself accordingly. 
 
Accommodations for Physically Challenged Students 
 
 Third, if you are physically challenged, every attempt is made to accommodate your learning needs.  See me by the 
end of the first week of class so that we can make appropriate arrangements.  This class operates in accordance with 
the Office of Student Disability Services here at the University and federal guidelines governing the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (1990). 
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Plagiarism and Cheating:  Don’t Let it Happen to You! 
 
 Fourth, please consult the policy regarding plagiarism and cheating which is attached.  Each of you must review the 
University policy on the penalties for plagiarism.  Almost every semester one or more students appropriates the 
published work of someone else, and I have had the unfortunate responsibility of failing those students and seeking 
disciplinary action against them.  You are on notice that I have failed students because they decided to risk their 
academic careers by choosing the easy way out 
 
Caveat Emptor 
 
 Fifth, this is an upper division course.  I expect that you will devote several hours per week outside of class 
studying, reading, and discussing topics introduced in class.  Make no mistake: this is not an easy course.   This is an 
upper-division course with correspondent responsibilities for you.  Just as in a democracy, this class places 
responsibilities on you to be informed and active. Democracy cannot survive without active and engaged citizens. 
Knowledge of the presidency is vital to that endeavor. 
 
Socratic Method as a Pedagogical Modality 
 
 Sixth, class topics are discussed using the Socratic Method.  This means that you are expected to answer questions 
about the text and material that we have covered in class AND TO HAVE THOUGHT ABOUT ITS IMPLICATIONS.  You 
will quickly learn that one of my favorite questions is, “what does that mean?".  You are expected to read and prepare 
for discussions.  I assume that the reading for the day will be done for the day that it is assigned.  LEARN TO PACE 
YOURSELF ACCORDINGLY!   
 
Respect for Colleagues and Their Comments 
 
 Additionally, you are on notice that this course engages in difficult discussions about our political leaders.  
Hopefully we will have intelligent arguments regarding the concepts involved in the course.  Above all, everyone will 
have the right to express their opinions freely and openly without fear of reprisal from other students or myself. 
 
Attendance 
 
 Seventh, I do not have a mandatory attendance policy as I treats you like adults.  I send around attendance sheets 
at the beginning of each class so I know who has attended class, and so I can gauge your class participation even if 
you do not speak in class.  Persons who are "borderline" in their grades receive the "benefit of the doubt" in the final 
computation of grades if they have frequently attended class.  It is YOUR responsibility to sign the attendance sheet.  
The sheet is sent around at the beginning of each class.  If you are late, you must see me after class to sign it; 
otherwise I cannot give you the "benefit of the doubt!" 
 
Laptops and Audiotaping  
  
 I prohibit the use of laptops in class.  Laptops, while useful in some contexts, represent a barrier between 
professor and student and actually may make student understanding more difficult as students are 
transformed from learners into typists.  Also, other students’ use of laptops may represent a distraction from 
lecture and class discussion.  If you have concerns about this policy, please see me. 
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 If you have disabilities regarding handwriting notes, I encourage you to tape record the lectures, which is allowed.  
Students who miss class should see me before requesting your notes, and the student who has missed must make all 
reasonable accommodations to meet your scheduling limitations for conducting the exchange.  The student providing 
the notes is not responsible for providing any materials and should not incur any expenses associated with the 
exchange.  Students providing the notes are not required to provide notes for more than three (3) lecture periods that 
have been missed.  If you feel that you are being coerced about providing your notes to someone who is not 
attending class, please see me immediately.  I reserve the right to revoke the privilege of using the above devices.  


 
Extra Credit 
 
 Ninth, throughout the session there may or may not be opportunities for you to earn extra credit points. Prior 
assignments have included pop quizzes on current events and looking up specific questions that other students or 
myself may ask about the subject material.  This extra credit is announced in class on a sporadic basis.  If you miss 
class, you should check with classmates about missed opportunities.  I reserve the right to NOT give you the extra 
credit option should you miss the class period that the extra credit was assigned. All extra credit assignments are due 
the next class period after they have been announced in class. 
 
Word Processing Required 
 
 Tenth, all assignments (with the exceptions of exams and quizzes done in class) must be typewritten or word 
processed. THIS INCLUDES THE INTERNET ASSIGNMENTS.  HANDWRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED.  If 
you do not know how to use a computer or word processor, it is strongly recommended that you learn to do so.  If 
you are concerned about this, please see me.  Numerous tutorials are available on campus to assist you.  You should 
allocate enough time for printer cartridges to run dry and dogs to eat papers and computer disks!  You laugh, but trust 
me:   I have heard every excuse in the book!  Late assignments will receive reduced grades at one letter grade per 
calendar day late. 
 
Duplicates of Assignments 
 
 Eleventh, while I have never lost an assignment, I require that you make copies of all work submitted to me in the 
unlikely event that something should happen.  In the event that I should need a copy of the assignment, and you are 
not able to provide it, you cannot receive credit.  Even after I have returned materials to you, please hold on to the 
work until after you have received your grade from the Registrar.  This protects you from any possibility that you might 
receive an erroneous grade. 
 
Technological Tools 
 
 Twelfth, I require that everyone learn how to use e-mail and the technological tools associated with the course.  
They can facilitate your comprehension of the course material.  I have found that this encourages students to  
communicate with me about questions you may have regarding the material discussed in class.   You are responsible 
for any assignments or other information that I distribute on the course’s associated web sites.  If you already have an  
email account (either through the University or a commercial server), please do not sign-up for an additional account, 
but provide me your address.  You should check your email on a regular basis as I post any changes about class 
assignments to your account and/or to course-associated web sites. 
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Classroom Decorum  
 


• Because it is disruptive to everyone to have students arrive late and/or leave early, you must be on time for 
every class and you are expected to remain in class until the period is completed, unless there are extraordinary 
circumstances (e.g., you are about to become ill on the person in front of you) or you have informed me of your 
urgent need to leave before the period ends.  “Urgent need” does not include job-related responsibilities or 
issues.  How would you act once you manage to find a job in the “real world”? Would you arrive late or leave 
early? Submit assignments and reports late? Act in a disruptive manner? Act professionally now and it will be 
easier to transition later to the professional world.   


 
• Do not talk (even in a whisper) with any of your neighbors.  It disturbs them and it disturbs me.  If you are 


talking, I presume you have a question about the material and I will ask you about it.   
 


• Do not listen to an iPod/iPhone or similar device, read a newspaper or other material not previously 
assigned for class. If you do so, you will be counted ABSENT FOR THE DAY.  Repeated violation of this rule 
will result in a grade of WF or F. 


 
• PLEASE SILENCE YOUR CELL PHONES AND OTHER ELECTRONIC DEVICES.  Repeated violation of this rule 


constitutes “continuous unruly behavior.”  (See Classroom Decorum Policy No. 5 below). 
 


• Continuous unruly behavior will result in a grade of WF or F.  An example of this is the persistent 
discourtesy of talking in class while someone else (including the instructor) is doing so.  The classroom is 
not a living room, in which one talks during a television show.  If you wish to talk, absent yourself from class 
with the appropriate diminution of your class grade. 


 
Time-Sensitive Communications and Assignments 
 
In past semesters, some students have had difficulty submitting assignments to me by the due date and time.  
This difficulty arises, in part, from their reliance on email and other technologies beyond their control.  
Accordingly, for time-sensitive communications, send me a message through the Canvas Mail tool, contact me 
on the telephone, or see me in person during office hours.    
 


 Syllabus NOT a Contract 
 
 Finally, this syllabus is not deemed to be a contract.  I reserve the right to change any of the exam times or 


assignments by providing you with a forty-eight hour notice of such changes.  Such changes are announced in 
class, sent on e-mail, or posted on one of the course-associated web sites.  Therefore, you are responsible for any 
changes that may occur during the course of the session.  If you are late, you should check with your colleagues to 
be sure you did not miss anything.  As such, your absence in class is not deemed a sufficient excuse as to why work 
is incomplete.  In the event that the University administration closes school for any reason (e.g., hurricane), any 
assignments or examinations that were scheduled on the day of the canceled class will be due at the next regularly 
scheduled class meeting.        
 







TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE, TOPICS AND ASSIGNMENTS 
 


 


 


PROJECTED DATE/WEEK TOPIC READINGS ASSIGNMENT 
Jan. 11 – Jan. 22 Course Requirements; Introduction  


and Historical Background 
 


Syllabus and 
attachments 
C&G, Chapts. 1-2 


Self Intro (due by Fri. 
Jan. 15 by 09:00 am – on  
Canvas Discussion Board) 
Internet Assgn. 1 (due  
Thurs., Jan. 21 by 09:00 am) 


Jan. 25 – Feb. 5 Presidential Selection and Presidential 
Character 


C&G, Chapt. 3  


Feb. 8 – Feb. 19 Institutional Presidency 
    The Executive Office 


C&G, Chapt. 7 
 


Internet Assgn. 2 
(due Thurs., Feb. 18 by  
09:00 am) 


Feb. 22 – Feb. 26 Institutional Presidency 
     The Congress 


C&G, Chapt. 6  


THURS., FEB. 25 *** TEST I ***   


Feb. 29 – Mar. 4 Institutional Presidency 
    The Supreme Court 


C&G, Chapt. 9  


MAR. 7 – MAR. 11 *** SPRING BREAK ***   


Mar. 14 – Mar. 18 Institutional Presidency  
    The Bureaucracy 


C&G, Chapt. 7  
   (re-read) 


Internet Assgn. 3 
(due Thurs., Mar. 17 by  
09:00 am) 


Mar. 21 – Mar. 25 Institutional Presidency  
    The Vice Presidency    


C&G, Chapt. 8 
 


 


THURS., MAR. 24 
*** NO CLASS – INSTRUCTOR 


TRAVELING *** 
  


Mar. 28 – Apr. 1 The Public Presidency 
    Rhetoric and the Presidency 


C&G, Chapt. 2  
   (re-read) 


 


THURS., MAR. 31 *** TEST II ***   


Apr. 4 – Apr. 8 The Public Presidency   
     (continued) 


 Internet Assgn. 4  
(due Thurs., Apr. 7 by 09:00  
am) 


Apr. 11 – Apr. 15 President as Policy Leader 
      Domestic 


C&G, Chapt. 4 Internet Assgn. 5 
(due Thurs., Apr. 14 by 
 09:00 am) 


Apr. 18 – Apr. 26 President as Policy Leader 
      Economic  
      Foreign 
Catch-Up, Summary and  
     Conclusions 


C&G, Chapt. 5  
   (pp. 114-126) 
C&G, Chapt. 5  
   (pp. 126-149) 
K, All 


 


THURS., APR. 28, 
07:00-08:15 AM 


*** TEST III *** 
 NO EXCEPTIONS TO THIS DATE 


AND TIME. DO NOT ASK AS I  
CANNOT GRANT THEM 







 
 


Policy on Cheating and Plagiarism 
 
The Golden Rule: A Handbook for Students (University of Central Florida) defines academic dishonesty as including 
cheating and plagiarism.  Cheating is defined as “unauthorized assistance; communication to another through written, 
visual or oral means.  The presentation of material that has not been studied/learned but obtained through someone 
else’s efforts and used as part of an examination, course assignment or project constitutes a violation.  The 
unauthorized possession or use of examination or course related material may also constitute cheating” (p. 6).  
Plagiarism is defined as the deliberate use of another’s work “without any indication of source, thereby attempting to 
convey the impression that such work is the student’s own.  Any student failing to properly credit ideas or materials 
taken from another is plagiarizing.  Any student who knowingly helps another violate academic behavior standards is 
also in violation of the standards (p.6-7)”. 
 
Normally, the penalty for a violation of this policy is an “F” in the course.    
 


Statement of ADA Compliance 
 
I cooperate with the Office of Student Disability Services to make reasonable accommodations for qualified students 
with disabilities.  Please present your written accommodation request to the SDS office on or before the third class 
day. 
 
 
[Portions of this policy were adapted from the University of North Texas Department of Political Science Policy on 
Cheating and Plagiarism] 
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Spring 2016 


Modules (Weeks) List 


Instructor 
• Instructor: Eric Merriam, J.D., LL.M.  
• Office: HPA 1, Room 340 (Where's this?); HPH, Room 311A (Where's this?) 
• Office Hours: Tuesdays 9:00-10:00am and 1:30-3pm in HPH office; Thursdays 9:00-10:00am and 


1:30-3pm in HPA1 Office  
• Phone: 407-823-3074 
• E-mail: eric.merriam@ucf.edu 


Course Information 
• Course Name: American Constitutional Law I 
• Course ID & Section: POS4603 
• Credit Hours: 3 
• Semester/Year: Spring 2016 
• Location: Online only  


Course Description 
Constitutional law addresses the text of the U.S. Constitution and the interpretation of that 
text.  This course focuses on what the Constitution says – and importantly, how what the 
Constitution says has been interpreted by the United States Supreme Court – about the powers of 
each branch of the federal government, and the relationship between the federal government and 
state governments.  Federalism will be explored primarily through examination of the evolving 
understanding of the Commerce Clause.  University Course Catalog Description: Development 
of American federalism and national power, commerce clause, and nationalization of the 
economy. 


Course Objectives 
1. Students will comprehend judicial review and how the power of judicial review was 


obtained by the Supreme Court. 



https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1143607/modules

http://politicalscience.cos.ucf.edu/people/merriam-eric/

http://map.ucf.edu/locations/80/health-public-affairs-i-hpa1/

http://map.ucf.edu/locations/14/howard-phillips-hall-hph/





2. Students will understand the role of the Supreme Court as the ultimate interpreter of the 
Constitution and be able to apply fundamental judicial philosophies/modes of 
constitutional interpretation in deciding cases and evaluating selected legal problems. 


3. Students will understand some of the powers of the three branches of the federal 
government and how those powers have been shaped by historical events and Supreme 
Court interpretation of the Constitution. 


4. Students will understand how the balance between federal and state power has shifted, 
especially through examination of the evolving meaning of the Commerce Clause. 


5. Students will improve critical thinking and legal problem-solving skills. 


Prerequisites 
ENC 1102 (Freshman Composition II), POS 2041 (American National Government), or consent 
of the instructor. Though not required, I encourage you to take POS 4284 (Judicial Process and 
Politics) prior to taking this class. 


Required Texts 


 


Course textbook: Constitutional Law and American Democracy, by Corey 
Brettschneider, First Edition (2012) 


 


Additional required book: Cosmic Constitutional Theory, by J. Harvie 
Wilkinson III, First Edition (2012) 


  


  


Course Expectations/Policies 







Academic Conduct: Academic dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated. If you are uncertain 
as to what constitutes academic dishonesty, please consult The Golden Rule, the University of 
Central Florida's Student Handbook (http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/) for further details. 
Also, see Plagiarism below and review the Plagiarism page in the Week 0 Module. As in all 
University courses, The Golden Rule Rules of Conduct will be applied.  Violations of these rules 
will result in a record of the infraction being placed in your file and, at a minimum, receiving a 
zero for the graded assessment in question.  At the instructor’s discretion, you may also receive a 
failing grade for the course.  Confirmation of such incidents can also result in expulsion from the 
University. 


Collaboration:  All graded assessments are individual effort only, unless otherwise 
directed.  You are welcome (encouraged, if you need it) to use the University Writing Center 
(UWC) to improve your written work product.  The UWC is a free resource for UCF 
undergraduates and graduates.  At the UWC, a trained writing consultant will work individually 
with you on anything you're writing, at any point in the writing process from brainstorming to 
editing. Appointments are recommended, but not required. For more information or to make an 
appointment, visit the UWC website at http://www.uwc.ucf.edu, stop by MOD 608, or call 
407.823.2197. 


Communication with Professor:  Regularly check your KnightsMail and look for 
Announcements here in the course for important information.  Ensure your Webcourses 
notifications settings let you know when you've received a new email or announcement from 
me.  In terms of your communication with me, you are welcome to converse with me by email, 
phone, or other mutually arranged communication technology (likely Skype).  If real time 
communication (phone, video chat) is required, please plan to do that during my office hours 
(see Office Hours below).  Also, if your question is one that might benefit other students, please 
post it in the Course Questions/Comments discussion page.  Responses to emails or discussion 
posts will not be instantaneous, so plan ahead. You can generally expect to get a response from 
me to emails or discussion board posts within 24-48 hours during the week; communication on 
the weekend, holidays, or school break will likely be delayed.  If extended substantive discussion 
or explanation is required, written communication (email, discussion posts, other messaging) is 
not preferred -- plan to discuss with me by phone or Skype.  Also, please be aware that I am not 
permitted to communicate by email to any address other than your official KnightsMail address.  


Copyright. This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, 
images, text materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use doctrine in 
order to enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, download or distribute 
these items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for this online classroom environment 
and your use only. All copyright materials are credited to the copyright holder. 


Disability Access:  The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable 
accommodations for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats 
upon request. Students who need accommodations must be registered with Student Accessibility 
Services, Ferrell Commons Room 185, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-
2116, before requesting accommodations from the professor. 



https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1143607/discussion_topics/3512071





Office Hours:   If you need to communicate with me in real time (rather than through 
KnightsMail or discussion board), I will be generally available in person, online, or at my office 
phone during office hours stated above.  I have two offices, both of which are on the main 
campus; you are welcome to visit me in either. To ensure I am available when you need to 
communicate with me, I strongly recommend you set up an appointment with me in advance. 


Plagiarism: Many incidents of plagiarism result from students’ lack of understanding about what 
constitutes plagiarism. However, you are expected to familiarize yourself with UCF’s policy on 
plagiarism. All work you submit must be your own scholarly and creative efforts.  UCF’s Golden 
Rule defines plagiarism as follows: “whereby another’s work is used or appropriated without 
any indication of the source, thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is 
the student’s own.” 


Reading Material:  Though a few additional readings will be posted on the course website, the 
vast majority of the required readings for this course are in the course textbook, Constitutional 
Law and American Democracy, 2012, by Dr. Corey Brettschneider.  The other assigned reading 
is the book Cosmic Constitutional Theory, 2012, by J. Harvie Wilkinson.  Both of these books 
are required.  Unless otherwise noted, page numbers in the course schedule refer to the 
textbook.  Read for comprehension and memory all pages noted on the syllabus unless otherwise 
directed (e.g., to “skim” or “review”).  There is a significant amount of reading in this course and 
the vast majority of your learning will come from the reading. If you do not intend to complete 
all assigned readings, you may want to reconsider taking this course. 


Respect:  Respect for others is the most important value in this course and is a key element of 
your academic education.  Because of the contentious nature of some of the subject matter 
addressed in this course, respect will be especially important, including respect for others (by 
respecting the right to have different opinions and by courteous behavior) and respect for 
yourself (through professional presentation and effort).  I reserve the right to modify course 
grades, including receiving a failing grade, for a significant violation of this expectation of 
respect.  In addition, students are reminded that violence and harassment based on sex that 
interferes with educational opportunities is unlawful under Title IX.  If you or someone you 
know has been harassed or assaulted, you can find resources available to support the victim, 
including confidential resources, and information concerning reporting options at 
shield.ucf.edu.  Perpetrators are subject to expulsion or termination and may also be subject to 
criminal penalties. 


Syllabus:  This syllabus is meant to provide you with an overview of the course, but I may need 
to make changes. If so, I’ll provide you with notice, and if the changes are significant, a revised 
syllabus. 


Technical Support:  Please use the technical support available here. If you notice a technical 
problem with the course, you are welcome to inform me of it.  If this is the first time you will be 
using Webcourses to take an online course at UCF, I strongly encourage you to first take the 
brief tutorial, available here, and KnightsOnline. 



http://shield.ucf.edu/

https://online.ucf.edu/support/

http://online.ucf.edu/support/webcourses/other/student-tour/

http://online.ucf.edu/learn-online/knights-online/





A virus can spell disaster. Your use of a reputable anti-virus program is a requirement for 
participation in this course. AVG (Links to an external site.) is a great, free antivirus program. 
Malwarebytes (Links to an external site.) is a great anti-malware program. Back up your files 
using One Drive in Office365 or a similar backup system. Technical issues can and will 
happen. These problems do occur and are really inconvenient, however, they are generally not a 
valid excuse for failing to get your work in on time. 


Third-Party Software and FERPA: During this course you might have the opportunity to use 
public online services and/or software applications sometimes called third-party software such as 
a blog or wiki. While some of these could be required assignments, you need not make any 
personally identifying information on a public site. Do not post or provide any private 
information about yourself or your classmates. Where appropriate you may use a pseudonym or 
nickname. Some written assignments posted publicly may require personal reflection/comments, 
but the assignments will not require you to disclose any personally identity-sensitive 
information. If you have any concerns about this, please contact your instructor. 


Evaluation and Grading (Assessments) 
The following grading scale applies in this course: 


Letter Grade Points 
A 93 – 100 points 
A- 90 – 92 points 
B+ 87 – 89 points 
B 83 – 86 points 
B- 80 – 82 points 
C+ 77 – 79 points 
C 73 – 76 points 
C- 70 – 72 points 
D+ 67 – 69 points 
D 63 – 66 points 
D- 60 – 62 points 
F 59 and below 


 


Assignment Weighted Value of Semester Grade 
Module Journals 40% 
Journal Peer Reviews  20% 
Court Simulation I 15% 
Court Simulation II 25% 
Total 100% 
Extra Credit Paper Additional 5% max 



http://free.avg.com/us-en/homepage

http://www.malwarebytes.org/

http://www.cst.ucf.edu/wp-content/uploads/OneDrive-in-Office-365.pdf





Extra Credit. There is only one opportunity for extra credit in this course: the Judicial 
Philosophy paper. The maximum amount of extra credit available is an additional 5% toward the 
overall semester grade.  If you wish to receive any credit, it must be submitted by the due 
date.  Late submissions of the extra credit paper will not be allowed for any reason.  


Late Work. Late work will be penalized as follows:  up to 24 hours late, reduction of 25% of 
maximum available points; 24-48 hours late, reduction of 50%.  No credit for assignments 
submitted more than 48 hours late.  Extensions are rarely granted and are at the sole discretion of 
the professor.  If an extension is granted, it will only be because the student faced truly 
unforeseen and unforeseeable circumstances that prevented timely submission of the 
assignment.  Students believing they need an extension under such circumstances should contact 
the professor as soon as possible to explain and make alternative arrangements. 
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UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL FLORIDA 
CPO 3034-0001: POLITICS OF DEVELOPING AREAS 


SPRING 2016 
 


Professor: Myunghee Kim                   Office: PH311f 
Class: MWF 12:30 – 1:20 pm       Office Hours: MWF 1:40 – 3:00 pm 
Credit hours: 3            (& by appointment) 
Class Room: PSY106         
E-mail: Myunghee.kim@ucf.edu      Office Phone: x36247  
 
Comparative Politics 3034 explores the theories of political development and the determinants of 
democratic transitions with a focus on Less Developed Countries (LDCs) in Africa, Asia, Central 
and Eastern Europe, Middle East, and Latin America.  In addition, we apply the theories of 
political development in real world situations.  The course will investigate changes of political 
systems by analyzing four aspects: (1) political structures, political parties, governments, and 
their performance, (2) historical-culture about the impact of colonial experiences on the societies 
and social group formation, (3) behavior, particularly mass participation and the role of political 
leaders as well as military, and (4) global impact on the political and economic transition in 
developing countries. 
 
 


REQUIREMENTS 
 


Readings 
 


Green, December, and Laura Luehrmann.  Comparative Politics of the Third World: Linking 
Concepts and Cases. 3rd Edition. Boulder, CO: Lynne Rienner, 2011 (9781588267924). 


 
Payne, Richard J., and Jamal R. Nassar.  Politics and Culture in the Developing World: The 


Impact of Globalization.  5th Edition. New York: Routledge, 2012 (9780205075911). 
 
All other reserved readings, articles, and chapters of various books are listed from page 4 to 6 in 
this syllabus.  
 


Examination 
 
Four examinations are required for this course.  The midterm examination is 20 percent each and 
the final examination is 25 percent of your total grade.  The midterm examination will be held on 
February 10, March 23, and April 13 during the class. The final examination will follow the 
University schedule (http://www.registrar.sdes.ucf.edu/calendar/exam/).  The details on 
examinations will be discussed during the class.  Without instructor’s prior permission to a 
specific student, there will be no make-up examinations. 
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Assignment/Quiz 
 
Homework assignments for information gathering, data search, or quizzes will be given during 
classes.  Five percent of the total grade is assigned for the miscellaneous assignments. 


 
Attendance 


 
Students in this course are required to be present in the class.  In each class, participants have to 
follow the readings to contribute group discussion and debates as well as to submit the 
assignments.  Attendance consists of 10 percent of your total grade.  The 10 percent is divided by 
the number of total classes during the semester, thereby equally weighing each class.  If a student 
has to be absent a class, it is the person’s responsibility to provide an appropriate (official) 
document.  Without official documents, the absence will be deducted from your grade. 
 


FINAL GRADE 
 
In sum, the grade that you will be received is determined by: 


midterm exams 60 % (20 % each) 
final exam 25%  
attendance 10%  
assignment and/or quiz 5% 


 
100-90 A; 89-80 B; 79-70 C; 69-60 D; lower than 60 F 
 
 


FINANCIAL AID 
 
All faculty are required to document students’ academic activity at the beginning of each course. 
In order to document that you began this course, please complete the following academic activity 
by the end of the first week of classes or as soon as possible after adding the course. Failure to do 
so may result in a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid. 
 
(These activities must be completed by students: study for quiz and follow the readings based on 
our schedule on this syllabus.) 
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POLICIES 
 


 Follow the Golden Rule. 
 Any disruptive and disrespectful behavior to me and to other participants will result in an F or 


administrative withdrawal. Be professional, courteous and sensitive to the rights of others. 
 Raise your hand and ask to be recognized.  Do not interrupt. 
 Late submissions are discouraged. Assignments submitted after the due date will be penalized 


by a deduction of one letter grade, and the deduction is cumulated by each class day. No work 
will be accepted more than a week after the deadline. 


 Plagiarism, the purposeful or accidental use of source material by other writers without giving 
appropriate credit, is a crime! If any indication of plagiarism is shown in a participant’s 
assignment, the participant will receive an F for the assignment. 


 No extra credit assignments will be permitted. 
 Do not miss quizzes and exams. Without instructor’s prior permission to a specific student 


and without official documents, there will be no make-up examinations. 
 You will not be permitted to take the exam if you arrive more than fifteen minutes after the 


beginning of an exam or after the first student has finished. 
 Do not miss documentaries. I do not lend documentaries to a student. 
 Homework assignment or paper as a form of e-mail attachment is not accepted. 
 Homework, if it is given, should be type-written and stapled. 
 Do not be late for class. If you are late, it is your responsibility to inform me at the end of the 


class. Otherwise, it will be regarded as absence. 
 If you need to leave earlier, inform me at the beginning of the class. Otherwise, it can be 


regarded as absence. 
 Tape recording and videotaping are NOT allowed without instructor’s permission in advance. 
 Turn off your cell phone and other electronic devices (including headsets and i-pod). You are 


NOT allowed to answer your phone calls or to send text messages during the class meeting 
time. 


 Laptop computer is NOT allowed. 
 I often communicate via e-mail, e.g., changes of schedule, announcement, etc. Thus, pay 


attention to the e-mail messages from me. It is your responsibility to manage your e-mail 
account. 


 Students who add this class later have a full responsibility to catch up with materials and 
announcement that they missed. 


 An individual who is not enrolled in this course is not allowed to be in the classroom during 
the class time. 


 The instructor reserves the right to adjust the syllabus in the course of the semester/session. 
 
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all 
persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students who 
need accommodations must be registered with Student Disability Services, Ferrell Commons Room 
185, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting 
accommodations from the professor (Please notify me no later than the end of the first week of class 
concerning any academic accommodations you will need). 
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TENTATIVE SCHEDULE 
 


Day 1 (January 11): Introduction 
Introduction to the course.  Review Syllabus. 
 
Days 2 and 3 (January 13, 15): Comparative Politics 
Readings: 


 Kesselman, Mark, and Joel Krieger.  “Introduction: Brave New World, What – And How 
– Comparative Politics Compares, Theory and Method in Comparative Politics.”  In 
Readings in Comparative Politics: Political Challenges and Changing Agendas.  Ed. 
Mark Kesselman and Joel Krieger.  Boston, MA: Houghton Mifflin Company, 2006.  Pp. 
1-9. 


 Green and Luehrmann, Ch. 1 “Comparing and Defining Worlds” (pp. 1-17). 
 
Days 4 and 5 (January 20, 22): Concept of (Under)development, Third World 
Readings: 


 Payne and Nassar, Ch. 6 “What is Development” (pp. 100-104). 
 Green and Luehrmann, Ch. 1 “Comparing and Defining Worlds” (pp. 1-17). 


 
Days 6, 7, and 8 (January 25, 27, 29): Theories of Political Development 
Readings: 


 Payne and Nassar, Ch. 6 “Theories of Development” & “Factors Facilitating and 
Impeding Development (pp. 104-123) 


 Fukuyama, Francis.  “The End of History?”  In Readings in Comparative Politics: 
Political Challenges and Changing Agendas.  Ed. Mark Kesselman and Joel Krieger.  
Boston, MA: Houghton Mifflin Company.  Pp. 10-17. 


 
Days 9, 10, 11, and 12 (February 1, 3, 5, 8): Domestic Economy 
Readings: 


 Payne and Nassar, Ch. 7 “The Cost of Development” (pp. 125-131) 
 Discussion: Green and Luehrmann, “Child Labor: A Benefit to the Child?” (p. 129) 


 
Day 13 (February 10): Examination I 
 
Days 14, 15, and 16 (February 12, 15, 17): International Economy 
Readings: 


 Payne and Nassar, Ch. 5 “Global and Domestic Inequalities” (pp. 79-97) 
 Green and Luehrmann, Ch. 6 “Growth and Development: A Progress Report,” Ch. 7 “A 


New and Improved Structural Adjustment?” and Ch. 8 “Alternative Approaches to 
Development (pp. 103-171) 


 Barber, Benjamin.  “Jihad vs. McWorld.”  In Readings in Comparative Politics: Political 
Challenges and Changing Agendas.  Ed. Mark Kesselman and Joel Krieger.  Boston, 
MA: Houghton Mifflin Company.  Pp. 32-40. 
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Days 17, 18, and 19 (February 19, 22, 24): Environment 
Reading: 


 Payne and Nassar, Ch. 7 “Economic and Political Costs of Development” (p. 131-145) 
 
Days 20 and 21 (February 26, 29): Colonialism 
Readings: 


 Payne and Nassar, Ch. 4 “Nationalism, Colonialism, and Independence” (pp. 61-77) 
 Green and Luehrmann, Ch. 2 “Precolonial History,” Ch. 3 “Colonialism: Gold, God, and 


Glory,” and Ch. 4 “Independence or In Dependence?” (pp. 29-67) 
 
Days 22, 23, and 24 (March 2, 4, 14): Social Groups 
Readings: 


 Payne and Nassar, Ch. 8 “Women in the Developing World,” Ch. 11 “Ethnicity, Ethnic 
Conflict, and Conflict Resolution,” Ch. 12 “Migration” (pp. 147-167, pp. 247-261) 


 
Days 25, 26, and 27 (March 16, 18, 21): Religion 
Readings:  


 Payne and Nassar, Ch. 3 “Religion and Politics” (pp. 41-59) 
 Huntington, Samuel.  “The Clash of Civilization?”  In Readings in Comparative Politics: 


Political Challenges and Changing Agendas.  Ed. Mark Kesselman and Joel Krieger.  
Boston, MA: Houghton Mifflin Company.  Pp. 18-32. 


 Discussion: Green and Luehrmann, “Do All Muslims Agree?” (p.196), “Spiritualism and 
Nationalist Resistance (p. 58) 


 
Day 28 (March 23): Examination II 
 
Days 29, 30, and 31 (March 25, 28, 30): Political Institutions I 
Readings: 


 Payne and Nassar, Ch. 10 “Political Leadership and State Capacity” (pp. 195-219) 
 Green and Luehrmann, Ch. 10, “From Ideas to Action: The Power of Civil Society” (pp. 


187-224) 
 
Days 32 and 33 (April 1, 4): Political Institutions II 
Readings: 


 Payne and Nassar, Ch. 10 “Political Leadership and State Capacity” (pp. 195-219) 
 Green and Luehrmann, Ch. 10, “From Ideas to Action: The Power of Civil Society” (pp. 


193-229) 
 
Days 34, 35, and 36 (April 6, 8, 11): Military 
Reading: 


 Green and Luehrmann, Ch. 12 “The Call to Arms: Violent Paths to Change” (pp. 249-
284) 


 
Day 37 (April 13): Examination III 
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Days 38, 39, 40, and 41 (April 15, 18, 20, 22): Democratic Transition, Its Success and 
Failure 
Readings: 


 Payne and Nassar, Ch. 9 “Transitions to Democracy and Human Rights” (pp. 187-215) 
 Green and Luehrmann, Ch. 14 “Ballots, Not Bullets: Seeking Democratic Change,” Ch. 


15 “Political Transitions: Real or Virtual” (pp. 303-348) 
 
Day 42 (April 25): Preview Final Examination 
 
Day 43 (April 29, 10:00am-12:50pm): Final Examination Good Luck! 
 








CPO 3104 Politics of Western Europe 
Spring 2016 


 
Contact Information: 
Instructor 
 


Dr. Barbara Sgouraki Kinsey 


Office 
 


Orlando: Phillips Hall, 311H 
 
Cocoa: Brevard Campus, Building 3, Suite 222, 
Room 225. 
 


Office Hours Orlando: Tuesday 11:00 AM-1:00 PM; 
Thursday 1:00 – 3:00 PM; Or by appointment 
 
Cocoa: By appointment only 
 


Phone 
 


(407) 823-2608 
(321) 433-7962 
 


Email 
 


barbara.kinsey@ucf.edu 


Main Political Science Office 
 


407-823-2608 


 
Course Description: 
 
This course provides an introduction to European politics.  We examine the evolution, 
structures and operation of representative institutions across European countries and 
focus on particular themes, such as political parties, elections, and governments, rather 
than particular countries.  We discuss the implications of different political institutions for 
different political and policy outcomes.  
The European Union has been a major feature of the domestic politics of most 
European states.  We examine the institutions and policies of the European Union, and 
the effects of the EU on the politics of member states.  We address the controversies 
surrounding membership in the EU in general, and the politics of the euro. 
 


Course Objectives: 
 
By the end of the course you will: 


 Have good knowledge of the structure and operation of European representative 
institutions 


 Have good knowledge of the structure of European Union institutions and 
European Union policies 


 Have good knowledge of the implications of European institutions for political and 
policy outcomes 



mailto:barbara.kinsey@ucf.edu





 Use your knowledge on European institutions and their implications to think 
analytically on current European politics 


 Use your knowledge of European institutions and their implications to think 
critically on political and policy issues in European democracies 


 
 


Required textbooks: 


Markus M.L. Crepaz and Jurg Steiner. 2012. European Democracies. 8th  Edition. 
Longman 


John McCormick and Jonathan Olsen. 2014. The European Union: Politics and 
Policies.  5th Edition.  Westview Press.  


Missed Assignments/Make-Ups, Extra credit 


There will be a penalty of one letter grade for all late work (except for cases involving 
overriding and well documented personal circumstances).  Students need to request 
permission for any late submission of work; if the request is granted work should be 
submitted within one week of the missed deadline. 
 
There is extra credit for this course.  
 


 
Recording Academic Activity Policy 
 
As of Fall 2014, all faculty members are required to document students' academic 
activity at the beginning of each course. In order to document that you began this 
course, please complete the assignments for Module One by the end of the first 
week of classes, or as soon as possible after adding the course, but no later than 
January 15. Failure to do so will result in a delay in the disbursement of your 
financial aid. 
 
 


Evaluation and Grading 
 


Grade Categories Requirement Grade Weight 
 


Module One  5% 
 


Modules 2-9 Eight Modules (2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9) 60% 
 


Quizzes Five Quizzes (5, 6, 11, 12, 14) 15% 
 


Research Paper See Module 10 20% 
 







 
 


 Grading information on the specific assignment will be provided in the 
assignment itself. 


 To complete the course you ought to complete all assignments.  


 The following plus/minus grading system will apply in this course. 
A = 93+, A- = 90-92, B+ = 88-89, B = 83-87, B- = 80-82, C+ = 78-79,  
C = 73-77, C- = 70-72, D+ = 68-69, D = 63-67, D- = 60-62,  
F= 59 or below. 
 


Academic Honesty 


Plagiarism and Cheating of any kind on an examination, quiz, or assignment will result 
at least in an "F" for that assignment (and may, depending on the severity of the case, 
lead to an "F" for the entire course) and may be subject to appropriate referral to the 
Office of Student Conduct for further action. See the UCF Golden Rule for further 
information. I will assume for this course that you will adhere to the academic creed of 
this University and will maintain the highest standards of academic integrity. In other 
words, don't cheat by giving answers to others or taking them from anyone else. I will 
also adhere to the highest standards of academic integrity, so please do not ask me to 
bend or break rules for one person that will not apply to everyone. 


Disability Statement 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations 
for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon 
request. Students with disabilities who need accommodations in this course must be 
registered with Student Disability Services, Student Resource Center Room 132, phone 
(407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116. 


Copyright 


This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, 
images, text materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use 
doctrine in order to enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, 
download or distribute these items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for 
this online classroom environment and your use only. All copyright materials are 
credited to the copyright holder. 


Third-Party Software and FERPA 


During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or 
software applications sometimes called third-party software such as a blog or wiki. 
While some of these could be required assignments, you need not make any personally 
identifying information on a public site. Do not post or provide any private information 



http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://www.sds.ucf.edu/





about yourself or your classmates. Where appropriate you may use a pseudonym or 
nickname. Some written assignments posted publicly may require personal 
reflection/comments, but the assignments will not require you to disclose any personally 
identity-sensitive information. If you have any concerns about this, please contact your 
instructor. 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 







Class Schedule Spring 2016 


 


Week Topic Assignments 
 


January 11 Getting Started “Learning online”    
 
See Module 1 
 
Due: January 15, 11 PM 
 


January 19 
 


Political Parties 
 
 
 
 
 
 


European Democracies: 
Chapter 2  
 
See Module 2: 
 


 Quiz 2 (Chapter 2) 


 One-page 
assignment 
 


Due: January 22, 11 PM 
 


January 25 Parliaments: How They 
are Elected and How 
They Work 


European Democracies: 
Chapter 3 
 
See Module 3: 
 


 Quiz 3 (Chapter 3) 


 On-line discussion 
 


Due: January 29, 11 PM 
 


February 1 Cabinet Formation and 
Heads of State 
 
 
 


European Democracies: 
Chapter 4 
 
See Module 4: 
 


 Quiz 4 (Chapter 4) 


 One-page 
Assignment 


 
Due:  February 5, 11 PM 
 
 
 
 
 







February 8 Courts 
 
Referenda 
 
Federalism 
 


European Democracies: 
Chapters 5, 6, 7 
 
Quiz 5: Chapters 5, 6, 7 
 
Due: February 12, 11 
PM 
 


February 15 Social Movements 
 
 


European Democracies: 
Chapter 8 
 
Quiz 6: Chapter 8 
 
Due: February 19,  
11 PM 
 


February 22 The State and Economic 
Interest Groups 
 
Policy Outcomes 


European Democracies: 
Chapters 9, 10 
 
See Module 5: 
 


 Quiz 7 (Chapters 9 
& 10) 


 On-line discussion 
 
 
Due: February 26,  
11 PM 
 


February 29 The Legacy of 
Communism in Central 
and Eastern Europe 


European Democracies: 
Chapter 11 
 
See Module 6: 
 


 Quiz 8 (Chapter 
11) 


 On-line discussion 
 


Due:  March 4, 11 PM 
 


March 7 Spring Break 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 







March 14 Nationalism and Ethnicity 
Deeply Divided Societies 


European Democracies: 
Chapters 12, 13 
 
See Module 7: 
 


 Quiz 9 (Chapters 
12 & 13) 


 On-line discussion 
 
Due: March 18, 11 PM 
 


March 21 European Integration 
Origins  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


The European Union: 
Introduction, Chapters 1, 
2 
 
See Module 8: 
 


 Quiz 10 (Chapters 
1 & 2) 


 On-line discussion 
 
Due: March 25, 11 PM 
 


March 28 The Way to the Single 
Market 
Consolidation and Crisis 


The European Union: 
Chapters 3, 4 
 
Quiz 11 (Chapters 3, 4) 
 
Due: April 1, 11 PM 
 


April 4 EU Institutions 
Commission 
The Council of the EU 
 


The European Union: 
Chapters 5, 6 
 
Quiz 12 (Chapters 5 & 6) 
 
Due: April 8, 11 PM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 







April 11 EU Institutions (cont.) 
Parliament 
Court of Justice 


The European Union: 
Chapters 7, 8 
 
See Module 9 
 


 Quiz 13 (Chapters 
7 & 8) 


 


 One-page 
assignment 


 
Due: April 15, 11 PM 
 


April 18 
 


EU Policy 
Public Policy 
Economic Policy & 
the Euro 
  


The European Union: 
Chapters 11, 12 
 
Quiz 14 (Chapters 11 & 
12) 
 
Due: April 22, 11 PM 
 


April 25 EU Policy (cont.) 
Cohesion Policy 
Managing Resources 
 
 


The European Union: 
Chapters  13, 14 
 
See Module 10 


 5-6 page research 
paper 
 


Due April 29, 11 PM 
 


 


 
 








INR 4603.0W59 International Relations Theory 


Spring 2016 Syllabus  
 


Instructor Contact 


Instructor  Dr. Joseph Paul Vasquez, III  


Office  305D Howard Philips Hall (main Political Science suite) 


Office 
Hours 


Tuesday 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM & Noon - 1:00 PM 
Wednesdays 12:00 PM - 4:00 PM    
Thursday 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM & Noon - 1:00 PM & by appointment 


Phone  407-823-3329 


E-mail  paul.vasquez@ucf.ed 
 


Course Information 


Course Name  International Relations Theory  


Course ID & Section INR 4603, 0W59 


Credit Hours  3 credit hours  


Semester/Year  Spring 2016 


Class meeting time & location Not applicable—class is online 
 


Course Description 


Theoretical trends prevalent in the study of international relations will be covered, 
including realism, liberalism, Marxism, feminism, and post-modernism.  In a 
curricular sense, this course can be used to satisfy the Advanced Core 
Requirements for the International and Global Studies Major or Area C 
requirements for the Political Science Major.    
Prerequisite:  INR 2002 or POS 2041 or consent of the instructor.   


Course Objectives 


• Objective One:  help students understand the origins and central tenets of 
 the major theoretical perspectives in the study of international relations,        



mailto:paul.vasquez@ucf.ed
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• Objective Two: help students understand the strengths and weaknesses 
 of these theoretical perspectives,    


• Objective Three: help students to improve their skills in the realm of critical 
 thinking and written communication.    


Required Text 


• Paul Viotti and Mark Kauppi.  2011. International Relations Theory.  5th 
Edition. Boston: Pearson-Longman.   


Course Requirements and Grade Table  


A B C D  
Assignments % of 


Final 
Grade 


Assignment Scores* Component 
Score = 


column B 
x 


column C 


Due Date 


Quizzes & 
Information 
Literacy 
Tutorial 


10   See the 
schedule below 


Discussion 
posts 


10   See the 
schedule below  


Midterm 
Exam 


30   3/14  9:00 AM 
to  
3/16  9:00 AM 


Course Paper 20    4/11 9:00 AM 
Final Exam 30   4/28    9:00 AM  


to  
4/30  9:00 AM   


Total  100%  Add each of 
your 
component 
scores to get 
your 
anticipated 
final grade   


 


* Add grades for each type of assignment and divide by the number of grades for 
this task, except for discussion post grades which should be added.   
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Very Important Note: Because Canvas’ gradebook is incapable of doing 
the kind of sophisticated weighting scheme I am using, you should not rely on 
gradebook in Canvas for what it reports as your final course grade. Instead you 
should take the grades for particular assignments and plug them into the grade 
table on the previous page and do the calculations accordingly.  If assignments 
are not yet completed and you are trying to estimate your current course grade 
during the semester, divide your total for column D by the percentage of the final 
grade that has been completed. For example, if you have done everything except 
the final exam, divide your total for column D by 70 since you have only 
completed the assignments equal to 70% of your course grade.  


Quizzes and Information Literacy Tutorial Assessment: These will usually 
include one online multiple choice quiz with one correct answer for each 
question.  These quizzes will usually cover substantive information from each 
module covering any assigned courses materials, including course readings, 
video assignments, simulations from MyPoliSciLab, etc.  Before Module 5 
concludes you will also be expected to complete the UCF Online Information 
Literacy tutorial “Avoiding Plagiarism Using Chicago Manual of Style, 16th 
Edition” and the assessment included in it, which will be counted as a separate 
quiz.  That tutorial should help to improve course paper grades above what they 
would be otherwise and help avoid instances of plagiarism.  If you take the 
assessment associated with it twice, you will receive the average of your two 
scores.    


 Important Note:  All faculty members are required by UCF to document 
students' academic activity at the beginning of each course. In order to document 
that you began this course, you should complete a graded syllabus quiz that is 
due by 11:59 on Friday, January 15 or as soon as possible for those who add the 
course late.  Failure to do so will result in a zero for the assignment and a delay 
in the disbursement of any financial aid (this is a new UCF policy and beyond my 
control).  To do this task, go to the myUCF portal (https://my.ucf.edu) and select 
the Webcourses@UCF button on the left side of the screen.  Log in with your 
NID and NID password, then access the course by selecting it in the "Courses" 
dropdown menu at the top of the page.  From the course homepage, click on the 
Assignments tab to left, then click on Syllabus quiz, complete the quiz and submit 
it.   


Discussion Posts: During each module you are expected to make two (2) kinds 
of online posts:  an initial response post and a follow-up post for each of the 
seven (7) course modules we will be covering.  Initial posts are worth 10 points 
and follow-up posts are worth 5 points for 15 points per module and a total of 105 
points.  These will be graded following the rubric criteria, which everyone should 
read carefully and that can be found in the Syllabus section under the Modules 
tab on our courses’ website on Webcourses@UCF.  The total points you can 
accumulate for discussion posts over the course of the semester will be 
aggregated in accord with the table posted below.     
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Type of Post Number “graded”  x point value Total points   
Initial responses  7 x 10= 70 
Follow-up 
responses 


7 x 5 = 35 


Total Points  7 x 15 105 
 
Timing:  Traffic jams are frustrating whether they are on I-4 or online.  Since 
students are expected to make initial posts and follow-up (or reply) posts to an 
initial post made by another student for each module, it is important that 
everyone not wait until the last minute to make their initial post.  Thus, students 
will be penalized by two points for initial posts if they wait until the day and time 
listed under “Deadline for initial posts partial credit,” which falls at 9:00 AM on the 
last Saturday of each module.  Keep in mind that even though new modules do 
not open until Mondays, you may want to read ahead to facilitate posting early.    
 
 


Discussion Posting Schedule 
Module 
#  


discussion board 
opens at 9:00 
AM on Monday 
(except for 1st 
module when its 
Saturday) 


9:00 AM Friday 
deadline for 


initial posts for 
full credit  


9:00 AM 
Saturday 


deadline for 
initial posts  


partial credit 


9:00 AM 
Monday 


deadline for 
follow-up posts 
to be completed 


1 January  16 January  22 January  23 January  25 
2 January  25 February 5 February 6 February 8 
3 February 8  February 19  February 20  February 22  
4 February 22  March 4 March 5 March 7 
5 March 7 March 18 March 19 March 21 
6 March 21 April 8 April 9 April 11 
7 April 11  April 22  April 23  April 25  


Midterm Exam and Final Exam: These will be multiple choice exams with each 
question having only one correct answer for each question.  The Midterm Exam 
will cover Modules 1 through 4. The Final Exam will be cumulative, but it will be 
more heavily weighted to cover material following the midterm exam. Students 
tend to do less well on their short paper than other assignments such as the 
exams so you should not only invest serious time and effort in crafting your 
papers, but also do the very best you can on other assignments such as the 
exams if you want high marks at the end of the semester.     


Course paper:  You will write a research paper that explains a particular aspect 
of international relations of a country of your own choosing with reference to a 
theory presented in class (or discussed with the instructor).  The things you 
explain should pertain to things such as states or their leaders acting to to:  
engage in colonialism or human rights abuses, wage war or bolster their military 
defenses, form alliances, make peace, or enter into other cooperative efforts 
such as trade agreements.  Your account should also consider historical factors, 
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assesses the political nature of the event, and explain why another theoretical 
explanation is not as effective.  Papers should include both five (5) pages and at 
least 1,000 words of text using the Chicago citation style, not including a title 
page and a bibliography/references/work cited page.  While you are welcome to 
include references to your textbook, you must use at least three other sources 
such as books or academic journal articles from the UCF Library’s online 
databases.  Do not use sources from other websites without the instructor’s 
approval.  Be sure to familiarize yourself with the discussion of cheating and 
plagiarism in this syllabus before starting on this assignment, which includes a 
web link to familiarize you with you how to properly cite evidence using Chicago 
style.      


This assignment will be graded in accord with the following distribution of credit.   
 
Mechanics of writing                  20% 
Application of concepts                  40% 
Clear and logical analysis         30% 
Organization of paper                   10% 
                    100% 


Typically most students lose points on papers for me because of mechanical 
flaws in their writing (grammar, punctuation, unclearly worded sentences, etc.).   
Poor performance in this regard could lower your paper grade by as much as 20 
points.  Also, students have a tendency to lose points for failing to use evidence 
to support their arguments by appropriately citing scholarly sources, so you 
should consult the section below on academic dishonesty for details on how to 
avoid plagiarism.  For example, I deduct one point for missing words or marks of 
punctuation, two points for sentence fragments or run-on sentences and five 
points for each failure to appropriately cite sources.  Thus, you should take steps 
to minimize those kinds of flaws in your writing, including becoming familiar with 
Chicago style using the literacy tutorial referenced in the Academic Honesty 
section below.  Hopefully, these standards will help you to develop sound writing 
skills that will help you not only when applying for jobs or further educational 
opportunities, but once you secure those opportunities.   


Missed Assignments/Make-Ups/No Extra Credit:  Quizzes are due by dates 
outlined in the syllabus and may not be made-up.  Make-up exams may be given 
without penalty in instances when students have a verifiable medical, funeral or 
official UCF excuse.  When no such excuse exists students will be allowed to 
take exams late, but they will be penalized by the number of points missed by the 
student who performed worst during the regular exam period out of fairness to all 
students who took the exam on time and to discourage cheating.  Late papers 
will be penalized 10% for each full calendar day they are late, up to as much as 
30%.  I do not plan to offer extra credit for this course, so please insure that you 
direct your energies accordingly.    


 







  


6 
 


Grading Scale  


Letter Grade  Points  


A  93 – 100 points  


A-  90 – 92 points  


B+  87 – 89 points  


B  83 – 86 points  


B-  80 – 82 points  


C+  77 – 79 points  


C  73 – 76 points  


C-  70 – 72 points  


D+  67 – 69 points  


D  63 – 66 points  


D-  60 – 62 points  


F  59 and below  
 


Communicating with the Instructor Online:  This document was created to 
empower you to answer many questions on your own as responsible and 
maturing learners.  If you have questions that are not answered by this 
document, do not hesitate to contact the instructor by email.  However, if you 
email questions that are easily answered within this document, do not be 
surprised if you get a reply encouraging you to “Keep calm and read your 
syllabus.”     Communicate online with the instructor using either his UCF email 
address (Paul.Vasquez@ucf.edu) or using the email feature within Webcourses 
rather than replying to postings under the Announcements tab, as he can 
respond to emails much more quickly.  Check the class announcements in 
Webcourses several times each week for any changes or updates from Dr. 
Vasquez.     


Academic Honesty 


Do not cheat as this clearly violates the UCF Golden Rule Student Handbook 
and violates several aspects of the UCF Creed.  Unless otherwise specified by 
the instructor (such as on team quizzes), your work must be your own. Cheating 
can come in different forms, including plagiarism.  Plagiarism in its most blatant 
form is when writers use other people's words or ideas and do not give them 
credit.  Since you should complete the UCF Online Information Literacy tutorial 
“Avoiding Plagiarism Using Chicago Manual of Style, 16th Edition” before the end 



mailto:Paul.Vasquez@ucf.edu

http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/
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of Module 5, you should clear understand my expectations for your term papers.  
Use parenthetical citations with authors names, year and page numbers (when 
appropriate) in your discussion posts to give credit for direct quotes, paraphrased 
quotes, or borrowed ideas. Feel free to discuss readings and ideas with fellow 
students, but if you use their ideas, please reference them accordingly. Do not 
copy or use papers or sections of papers from the web or other sources.   
 


Use parenthetical citations with authors names, year and page numbers (when 
appropriate) in your discussion posts to give credit for direct quotes, paraphrased 
quotes, or borrowed ideas. Feel free to discuss readings and ideas with fellow 
students, but if you use their ideas, please reference them accordingly. Do not 
copy or use papers or sections of papers from the web or other sources.  Not 
only do I assume that all students in this class could write a better term paper 
than the junk sold on the Internet, but I also use Turnitin.com to help determine 
paper originality. If I determine that there has been an instance of unambiguous 
academic dishonesty in the course, I will inform you of my concern and report the 
violation to Office of Student Rights and Responsibilities.  At the end of the 
semester, a letter grade of Z, indicating academic dishonesty, will precede the 
letter grade earned.  For more information about the Z grades and the process 
for appealing such a finding, please consult the following website: 
http://integrity.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade.  Particular assignments on which 
unambiguous cheating occurs will be penalized with an F (0 points).       


Copyright 


This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video 
clips, images, text materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the 
Fair Use doctrine in order to enhance the learning environment. Please do not 
copy, duplicate, download or distribute these items. The use of these materials is 
strictly reserved for this online classroom environment and your use only. All 
copyright materials are credited to the copyright holder. 


Third-Party Software and FERPA 


During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services 
and/or software applications sometimes called third-party software such as a 
blog or wiki. While some of these could be required assignments, you need not 
make any personally identifying information on a public site. Do not post or 
provide any private information about yourself or your classmates. Where 
appropriate you may use a pseudonym or nickname. Some written assignments 
posted publicly may require personal reflection/comments, but the assignments 
will not require you to disclose any personally identity-sensitive information. If you 
have any concerns about this, please contact your instructor. 


 



http://integrity.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade
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Academic Support Services 


Student Academic Resource Center (SARC) (Phillips Hall, Room 113/ (407) 823-
5130):  If you have trouble succeeding in this class and comprehending the 
material, you might benefit from contacting this office for assistance with 
improving your study skills.  


UCF Counseling Center (Building #27/ (407) 823-2811):  Students experiencing 
challenges, including, but by no means limited to stress, anxiety, or depression, 
that are hindering their ability to be the best they can be should contact this office 
for help.  There is absolutely no shame in getting help so that you can attempt to 
live up to your true potential.   


Disability Statement:  The University of Central Florida is committed to providing 
reasonable accommodations for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus is 
available in alternate formats upon request. Students with disabilities who need 
accommodations in this course must contact the professor at the beginning of the 
semester to discuss needed accommodations. No accommodations will be 
provided until the student has met with the professor to request 
accommodations. Students who need accommodations must be registered with 
Student Disability Services, Student Resource Center Room 132, phone (407) 
823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting 
accommodations from the professor. 


University Writing Center:  The University Writing Center (UWC) offers writing 
support to UCF students from first-year to graduate in every discipline. Trained 
peer consultants provide help at every stage of the writing process, including 
understanding assignments, researching, drafting, revising, incorporating 
sources, and learning to proofread and edit. The UWC’s purpose is not merely to 
fix papers or to make better writers, but to teach writers’ strategies to navigate 
complex situations for writing, both in and outside the University. Consultations 
are available for individuals and small groups. To make the best use of the UWC, 
visit far enough before your due dates to allow yourself time to revise after your 
consultation, browse the writing resources on our website, and arrange a regular 
weekly appointment if you’d like long-term help. You may schedule a 45-minute 
appointment by phone or by using the TutorTrac scheduler on our website; walk-
in consultations are also available. The main location is in Colbourn 105 with 
satellite locations in the Main Library, Rosen Library & Online.  They can be 
reached at 407-823-2197 or http://uwc.cah.ucf.edu/. In addition, the UWC seeks 
graduate and undergraduate tutors from all majors; contact the UWC to learn 
more about peer writing consulting and ENC 4275/5276: Theory & Practice of 
Tutoring Writing, our three-credit tutor-education course. 


 


 



http://www.sds.ucf.edu/

http://uwc.cah.ucf.edu/
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Course Schedule 


Topic Assignments Open & close 
dates 


Open & close 
times 


Syllabus Syllabus Quiz  January 11- 
January 15 or 
ASAP 


9 AM 
&  
11:59 AM (or 
ASAP for late 
enrollees) 


Module 1:  Theoretical Overview  


Chapter 1. Thinking About IR Theory 


 


Discussion 
Quiz 
 


January 11- 
January 25 


9 AM  
&  
9 AM  


Module 2:  Realism   


Chapter 2. Realism 


Discussion 
Quiz 
 


January 25- 
February 8  


9 AM  
&  
9 AM  


Module 3: Liberalism   


Chapter 3. Liberalism 


Discussion 
Quiz   
 


February 8- 
February 22  


9 AM  
&  
9 AM  


Module 4:  Economic 
Structuralism    


Chapter 4. Economic Structuralism 


Discussion 
Quiz 
 


February 22- 
March 7   


9 AM  
&   
9 AM 


 Midterm 
Exam 


March 14- 
March 16  


9 AM  
&  
9 AM 


Module 5:  The English School  


Chapter 5. The English School 


Discussion 
Quiz   
Information 
Literacy  
Tutorial  


March 7- 
March  21 


9 AM   
&  
9 AM 


Module 6:  Interpretive 
Understandings 


PART II. INTERPRETIVE 
UNDERSTANDINGS  
Chapter 6. Constructivist Understandings 
Chapter 7. Positivism, Critical Theory, and 
Postmodern Understandings 
Chapter 8. Feminist Understandings in IR 
Theory 


Discussion 
Quiz 
Course 
Paper 


March 21- 
April 11 


9 AM   
&  
9 AM 
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Module 7:  Normative Theory  


Chapter 9. Normative IR Theory 


Discussion 
Quiz 
 


April 11-  
April 25 


9 AM   
&  
9 AM 


 Final Exam April 28-  
April 30 


9 AM 
to              
9 AM 


 
 
 


Other important Dates: 
Event  Date 


Drop/swap deadline  Thursday, Jan. 14, 11:59 P.M. 
Add deadline  Friday, Jan. 15, 11:59 P.M. 
Withdrawal deadline  Tuesday, March 23, 11:59 P.M.  


General procedures for each module (more details will be 
provided with each module as it is released) 


Activities/Assignments: 
1.  Text:   Read and take notes over the assigned reading. 


 
2. Online Materials:  Do the assigned online assignments, including watching the 


instructor videos. 
 


3. Discussion posting:  
a. You will be given questions related to the required activities for each 


module that you will need to answer in the form of a discussion post to a 
particular discussion group to which you will be automatically be 
assigned at the beginning of the semester.  To post your input for the 
module, go to the Discussions Tool and post your answers to the 
questions assigned for the module that corresponds with the time frame 
denoted above in the schedule (for more detailed guidance on this 
process, please see the Discussion Postings Participation Protocol and 
Grading Rubric).  


b.  Typically, you will be able to start on this assignment as of 9:00 A.M., on 
the first Monday in each module, and initial posts must be completed by 
9:00 A.M., on the last Saturday of the module.  Please note, however, 
that discussion groups will not be determined until after the drop/ swap/ 
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add deadline, which means that it will be impossible to post discussion 
posts for the first module until 9:00 A.M on Saturday, January 16.   


c. Take note that everyone must post a follow-up response to at least one 
other student by the end time for the assignment in to receive credit for 
doing a reply, which is why everyone must make their initial post before 
9:00 A.M. on the final Saturday during each module.  To post your 
response, go to the Discussions Tab in the course navigation menu and 
post your response to one of the answers from a fellow classmate in your 
discussion group that has not already been the subject of a reply for the 
blog title that corresponds to the topic of each module (for more detailed 
guidance on this process, please see the Discussion Postings 
Participation Protocol and Grading Rubric).  Usually you will be able to 
start on this assignment once one of your group members has posted an 
answer (that has not already been replied to by another member of your 
group) after 9:00 A.M., on the first Monday of a new module and it must 
be completed by 9:00 A.M., on the Monday that ends each module.  
Remember, however, that discussion groups will not be determined until 
after the drops/swap/add deadline available, which means that it will be 
impossible to post discussion posts for the first module until 9:00 A.M. on 
Saturday, January 16. 
 


4. Quiz: Go to the Assignments Tool and complete the quiz for each module 
between 9:00 A.M., on the first Monday of each module and 9:00 A.M., on the 
last Monday of each module.  This quiz is based on topics related to this 
module’s content.   You have one attempt and usually 15 minutes to complete 
this quiz.  
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World Political 
Geography 


GEO 3471 
Tuesday Night Section 


Spring 2015 


Richard E. Tyre - Instructor 
Department of Political Science 


University of Central Florida  
Office Hours:T 5:00-5:30 (at Classroom)        


Office:  302N Phillips Hall 
Email: Richard.Tyre@UCF.edu 


 
 
 
Course Objectives 
Students will be able to:  
 -analyze the impact of political geography and its concepts on the global issues. 
 -appreciate the intersection between political science, international relations, and geography.  
 -understand the actors and stakeholders behind major global conflict issues. 
 -critically analyze the popular media and print for accuracy and political bias. 
 -participate in real-life simulated work in Geography. 
 
 
Course Focus  
We think of politics and geography as separate areas of interest; after all we have two separate 
disciplines, Political Science and Geography, each with their own institutional expressions, their own 
textbooks, etc. But in many ways they should be looked at as a seamless whole. Human geography is 
produced and politics is at the center of that production. Likewise politics always has a geography and 
cannot avoid it; think of the simple distinction between „domestic‟ and „foreign‟ policy or the 
structure of the American state: the idea of a distinction between state and federal governments and 
their respective, geographically defined, jurisdictions. Hence: Political Geography.  
 
In this course we will develop and apply a framework for looking at the world through this particular 
lens; making certain things stand out, eliciting attention that previously might not have been 
forthcoming. Political geography is everywhere: in the city, in the country that we call the United 
States, in the world, and, yes, in this lecture room. You cannot understand the world without it, though 
politicians, and geographers for that matter, have often tried to. It will open your eyes.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



mailto:Richard.
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Required Novels 
 


• I Am a Soldier, Too ISBN-13: 978-1400077472 
 


• Nervious Conditions ISBN-13: 978-0954702335 
 
 
Media  
The course will utilize the BBC World News.  Every day, students should stay informed with global 
issues via the BBC website and World Service bulletin.  The World Service bulletin is a daily 5 minute 
presentation of the global news.  It is highly advised to stay current on global issues. 
This is easily accessed via: <news.bbc.co.uk>, then selecting Video and Audio. 
 
 
Supplementary Course Materials 
Supplementary course materials will include readings from articles, newspapers or websites. Several 
films may be assigned for viewing, available online and/or at the Library media center.   
 
 
Final Grading Scale 
A >  93  B+ 87 – 89.99  C+ 77 – 79.99  D+ 66 – 69.99 
A- 90 – 92  B 83 – 86  C 72 - 76  D 62 – 65 
   B- 80 – 82  C- 70 - 71  D- 60 – 61 
         F <  59.99 


 
Grading Criteria 
Online Blog: 10% 
Individual Assignments, Quizzes, & Projects: 20% 
Novel Analysis: 20% 
Mid-Term & Final Exam: 50% 
 


• Reflection Papers & Debate Blog (through Blogspot.com) 
Throughout the semester, personal reflection posts will be assigned based on the readings from 
the class and based on the debates that will take place throughout the semester.  These blog 
posts will be graded on their ability to synthesize the material and apply the major points from 
the readings and debates on their own personal research or interest in Political Geography.  
Each post should be at least one to one and a half pages of typed, double-spaced text.  
Collectively, these blog posts will be worth 10% of the overall grade for the course.  Blog posts 
will be graded at the end of the semester.  Due dates for the blog posts appear online and you 
should try to stay on task.  
 
A Blogspot.com blog must be created within the first 2 weeks of the semester 
. 


• Individual Assignments, Quizzes, & Group Projects 
Throughout the semester, many individual assignments will be posted online.  There will also 
be two mini-group work projects assigned throughout the semester.  The first group project will 
be based on an analysis of a given country and the second will be a Qualitative Research 
Project designed by your group.  Each project, quiz and assignment will be worth 2-5% of your 
final grade.  Collectively, these assignments and projects will be worth 20% of the overall 
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grade for the course.  Late assignments will be accepted for a 50% reduction in the grade after 
one class.  Assignments more than 1 week late will not be accepted.   


 
 


• Novel Analysis 
Throughout the semester you are encouraged to read two (2) novels that put a face on some of 
the issues that we will discuss.  I Am a Soldier, Too puts a face on war and shows how it 
effects more than just the soldiers fighting abroad.  Nervous Conditions is a complex read that 
shows the impact of gender inequality, colonialism, and the 1st World/3rd World divide that can 
still be seen today.  Students are asked to read BOTH novels and complete a minimum of six 
(6) page novel analysis, highlighting the themes and topics from the books and the class.  More 
detailed information about this assignment will post when we discuss the themes and topics.  
The novel analysis is due April 26, 2016 (at the time of the final class, NO EXCEPTIONS).   


 
  


• Mid-Term & Final Exam 
There are two (2) exams throughout the semester.  One is a Mid-Term that focuses on World 
Regional Geography and the other is a non-comprehensive Final Exam that focuses on World 
Political Geography, which is scheduled for Tuesday, May 3 at 7:00 PM.  The exams will be 
worth 25% of your final grade each.  


 
 
Attendance Policy: 
I do not hold a formal attendance policy.  Attendance, however, will help each student understand the 
materials from the course and analyze the readings for their value to the course.  This is a 3000 level 
course.  We will simulate real-life work in Political Geography.  Treat this course as a career.  
Throughout the semester, I will randomly take attendance and for each time you are not present, I will 
deduct 5% from your final grade.       
 
 
In-Class Communication 
The style of learning in this class requires open communication and respect for all other opinions.  It is 
not my goal to force you to think as I think, but rather, to form your own global ideas and defend them.  
Throughout the class, you may be called out to defend your ideas.  Do your best and just know that 
your inability to believe the same things I believe will NOT negatively affect your final grade, rather, I 
welcome healthy and constructive debate, but I do demand respect for differing opinions. 
 
 
*All elements of this syllabus are subject to change at the discretion of the instructor during the course 
with due notice.  An effort will be made to avoid any changes but circumstances may necessitate 
potential alterations, particularly those related to course format, scheduling and content. 
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Instructor Contact: 


Instructor  
Dr. Terri Susan Fine 
Professor of Political Science 
Associate Director, Lou Frey Institute of Politics and Government 


Office  
Main office:  Political science department (Phillips Hall 302K)  
Second office:  Lou Frey Institute (Orlando Tech Center, 12443 Research Parkway, 400 
Building, Suite 406) 


Office 
Hours  


Tuesday 11-3pm (Phillips Hall 302K) 
By appointment (Phillips Hall 302K and Lou Frey Institute) 
 
Office hours cancelled the week of March 7 for spring break. 
 
Office hours may be moved during certain weeks so that I can attend professional conferences 
and support the Lou Frey Institute.   
 
Note:  Appointments available in the political science department, at the Lou Frey Institute in 
the Research Park (easy parking and no parking permit needed).  The #9 UCF Shuttle will take 
you there (Stop #2 —Florida Institute of Government stop), or we can meet by telephone.  
 
Appointments are readily available and flexible—feel free to ask for a meeting as the need 
arises.   


Phone  407-823-2081 (Political Science Department) 
407-823-3636 (Lou Frey Institute) 


Course mail Available through the “inbox” function on the course home page upper right. Contacting me 
through the course insures no SPAM and faster responses.   


Personal e-mail 


terri.fine@ucf.edu 
 
Note: E-mail to this personal account is to be used for emergencies only (i.e. if you have no 
Internet access);  
 
All regular communication must go through the course “inbox” function. Non-emergency e-
mail submitted to my personal account will not receive a response.  


Course page 
Available through Webcourses2@ucf at: 


https://webcourses2c.instructure.com  
 
 
 
 
 



mailto:terri.fine@ucf.edu

https://webcourses2c.instructure.com/





 3 


Course Description: 


This course will look at religion and politics in the United States from three 
interrelated perspectives: 
 
a) What are the theoretical religious foundations for the founding of the United States?  
What does it mean to be a democracy devoted to religious freedom when those founders 
are members of the same religious group and the founding of the country was based on 
religious motivations including escaping religious persecution? 
 
b)  What are the core religion-based public policies in effect or under consideration in the 
United States?  How does the policy making and implementation process work in the 
U.S. to bring about religion-based policy?  What constitute the core intra-state and inter-
state conflicts surrounding these religion based public policies or policy proposals?    
 
c) How does religion motivate and impact political behavior in the United States? How 
does religion impact who has political power?  How does religion motivate power-
seeking behavior in the United States? 
 
Why look at the United States? 
 
The United States was founded by homogeneous religious groups seeking refuge from 
religious persecution.  The U.S. claims to be a democracy while at the same time it is 
clear that one religious orientation dominates its political system.  Religion is also a 
prime motivator and influence on political behavior and, as a result, how the political 
system functions, including party structures, electoral outcomes, campaign strategies, 
voter mobilization and other grassroots efforts, are all affected by religious commitments.  


Course Goals: The primary goals of this course are to understand the relationship 
between religion and politics in democratic theocracies from four core perspectives:  
theoretical orientations, mass-level participation, elite behavior, and public policy.  The 
course will focus on these factors in the United States.    
 
Course Objectives:  At the end of this course, you will be able to develop approaches to 
analyzing the relationship between religion and politics in democratic theocracies, and 
critique the role that religion plays in mass-level participation, elite behavior and public 
policy.  You will also be able to evaluate how religion and politics affects and is affected 
by political and electoral institutions. 


Assigned Readings 


Course Text: The course text is:  Religion and Politics in the United States (7th edition) 
by Kenneth Wald and Allison Calhoun-Brown.  Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, Inc.; 
ISBN-10: 1442225548 or ISBN-13: 978-1442225541 
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Note:  It is critically important that you purchase the 7th edition, and not an earlier 
edition.  This text is available on Kindle.   
 
Additional Readings:  
 
The readings are available on the course home page; only these readings may be used to 
complete course assignments. 
 
The Declaration of Independence of the United States of America 
The United States Constitution (Amendments 1 and 14) 
 
Danbury Baptist Association Letter to Thomas Jefferson (October 7, 1801) 
Thomas Jefferson Letter to the Danbury Baptist Association (January 1, 1802) 
Thomas Jefferson, “A Bill for Establishing Religious Freedom” (1786) 
 
U.S. Supreme Court Case Opinions: 
 
The U.S. Supreme Court case opinions are available on the course home page; only these 
opinions may be used to complete course assignments. 
 
Church of the Lukumi Babal U Aye, Inc. v. City of Hialeah, Florida 91 U.S. 948 (1993) 
Davis v. Beason 133 U.S. 333 (1898) 
Dred Scott v. Sandford 60 U.S. 393 (1856) 
Engel v. Vitale 370 U.S. 421 (1962) 
Heffron v. International Society for Krishna Consciousness 452 U.S. 640 (1981) 
Kiryas Joel School District v. Grumet 512 U.S. 637 (1994) 
Lemon v. Kurtzman 403 U.S. 602 (1971) 
Locke v. Davey 540 U.S. 712 (2004) 
Reynolds v. U.S. 98 U.S. 1456 (1878) 
West Virginia Board of Education v. Barnette 319 U.S. 124 (1943) 
Wisconsin v. Yoder 406 U.S. 205 (1972) 


Assessment 


Grades will be based on several Internet Learning Modules, discussions, and quizzes.  
The entire course will be conducted on-line; there will be no on-campus meetings.    


Grades will be determined as follows: 


Internet Learning Modules (8) 250 points each 


Quizzes (12) 
(Note:  The syllabus quiz score is not factored 
into the overall quiz score or the final grade) 


100 points each 
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Discussions (6) 100 points each 


 


Grading Procedures 


Final grades are based on the overall accumulated points.  Numerical grades compute into 
letter grades as follows: 
 
Letter Grade Accumulated Points 
A 3300 and higher 
A- 3200-3299 
B+ 3100-3199 
B 3000-3099 
B- 2900-2999 
C+ 2800-2899 
C 2700-2799 
C- 2600-2699 
D+ 2500-2599 
D 2400-2499 
D- 2300-2399 
F 2299 and lower 


Assignment Specifications 


Assignment Type Specifications 
Chapter Quizzes 1.Chapter quizzes are open for one week before the deadline  


2.Quizzes are due no later than 11pm on the due date 


3.Two attempts are provided for each quiz; the higher of the two 
scores, whether the first or second attempt, will count toward your 
overall quiz grade (and not the average of the two).    


Discussions 1.  All discussion submissions are due no later than 11pm on the 
due date. 


2.  Discussions are completed in three parts.  The first part is a two 
paragraph response (at least three substantial sentences per 
paragraph) to the question posted on the course discussion board.  
Each paragraph must include at least three substantial sentences.  
The response to the question on the course discussion board is 
called the “Initial Posting”.  The Initial Posting requires at least 
two cited quotes from the assigned course readings to be eligible 
for credit. 
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3.  The second and third parts of the discussions are one paragraph 
(at least three substantial sentences per paragraph) responses to at 
least two other Initial Posting responses posted by your student 
colleagues in the class.  These are the “Response Postings”.   


4. A professional presentation is critically important.  Five or more 
typographical errors for any full discussion (the Initial Posting and 
the two Response Postings) will result in no credit earned for that 
discussion. 


5.  Discussion credit is earned (full credit for the discussion) or not 
earned (no credit for the discussion).  Partial credit is not awarded 
for any discussion.     


6.  To earn discussion credit, complete the Initial Posting and the 
two Response Postings, cite and proofread as assigned, cohere to 
paragraph length requirements, and submit the discussion on time.     


Internet Learning 
Modules 


Rubrics are provided at the end of each module.   


 
All assignments are due on the day and time posted; late assignments may be submitted 
with prior arrangement with the instructor and submission of documentation explaining 
the emergency that prevented submitting the assignment on time.  The instructor must be 
notified within 48 hours of the missed assignment (unless doing so is impossible and the 
reason is documented) in order to be eligible to submit that assignment late.  Granting 
extensions on assignments is solely up to the discretion of the instructor.      


Recorded Final Grades 


This course utilizes plus/minus grading. The recorded final grade will be one of the 
following: A, A-, B+, B, B-, C+, C, C-, D+, D, D-, F. There will be no A+, F+ or F-.  
 
Grade Grade Points Grade Grade Points 
A 4.0 C 2.0 
A- 3.75 C- 1.75 
B+ 3.25 D+ 1.25 
B 3.0 D 1.00 
B- 2.75 D- .75 
C+ 2.25 F 0 


Grading and Assessment Rubric 


Assessment Course Objectives Met 
Internet Learning Modules  Analyze the relationship between religion and politics in 
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democratic theocracies 


Critique the role that religion plays in mass-level participation, 
elite behavior and public policy 


Evaluate how religion and politics affects and is affected by 
political and electoral institutions. 


Quizzes Understand how religion and politics affects and is affected by 
political and electoral institutions. 


Asynchronous Discussions Analyze the relationship between religion and politics in 
democratic theocracies 


Critique the role that religion plays in mass-level participation, 
elite behavior and public policy 


Evaluate how religion and politics affects and is affected by 
political and electoral institutions 


Student Code of Conduct: 


The Golden Rule: 


Students must follow the University standards for personal and academic conduct as 
outlined in The Golden Rule. Students are apprised when they are accepted at the 
University that they must be aware of and follow these policies of conduct. See 
http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/ for details. 


Policy on Academic Dishonesty: 


Academic dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated. Please make certain that all 
assignments and examinations are completed individually and that these assignments are 
completed for this course only. Please let me know if you have questions about this 
policy. 


Disability Access Statement:    


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations 
for all persons with disabilities.  This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon 
request.  Students who need accommodations must be registered with Student Disability 
Services, Student Resource Center Room 132, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only 
phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting accommodations from the professor. 


Changes in the syllabus and/or schedule may be made at any time during the term. A 
revised syllabus may be issued at my discretion. Readings and assignments should be 
completed for the day listed. 
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Please contact me if you have any problems about the reading load, tips on getting the 
most from your reading, or the course in general. My office hours are listed above.   


Schedule 


Class Week Assigned Reading Assignments/Notes/Announcements 


 Ethnic Democracy in the United 
States 


 


January 11-
January 15 


Course Syllabus 
  


Syllabus Quiz due 1/15 11pm 
 
Note:  The syllabus quiz will not count 
toward your final grade.  However, all 
students must complete the Syllabus 
Quiz in order to fulfill federal financial 
aid requirements.     


January 18-
January 22 


Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 
1 
Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 
2 


Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 1 quiz 
due 1/20 11pm 
Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 2 quiz 
due 1/20 11pm 
 
Discussion One Initial and Response 
Postings due 1/22 11pm 


January 25-
January 29 


Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 
3 
Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 
4 


Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 3 Quiz 
due 1/27 11pm 
Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 4 Quiz 
due 1/27 11pm 
 
Internet Learning Module “Philanthropy” 
due 1/29 11pm 


 The First Amendment, State 
Government, and the United 
States Supreme Court 


 


February 1-
February 5  


The Declaration of Independence 
of the United States of America 
 
The United States 
Constitution/Amendments 1 and 14 
 
“Letter from the Danbury Baptist 
Association to Thomas Jefferson” 
(October 7, 1801) 
 


Internet Learning Module “Thomas 
Jefferson” due 2/5 11pm 
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“Jefferson’s Letter to the Danbury 
Baptists” (January 1, 1802)   
 
Thomas Jefferson, “A Bill for 
Establishing Religious Freedom”  


February 8-
February 12 


Dred Scott v. Sandford 60 U.S. 393 
(1856) 


Discussion Two Initial and Response 
Postings due 2/12 11pm 


February 15-
February 19 


Locke v. Davey 540 U.S. 712 
(2004) 


Discussion Three Initial and Response 
Postings due 2/19 11pm 
 
Internet Learning Module “Locke v. 
Davey” due 2/19 11pm 


February 22-
February 26 


U.S. Supreme Court case opinions: 
 
Reynolds v. U.S. 98 U.S. 1456 
(1878) 
 
Davis v. Beason 133 U.S. 333 
(1898) 
 
West Virginia Board of Education 
v. Barnette 319 U.S. 124 (1943) 
 
Engel v. Vitale 370 U.S. 421 
(1962) 
 
Lemon v. Kurtzman 403 U.S. 602 
(1971) 
 
Wisconsin v. Yoder 406 U.S. 205 
(1972) 
 
Heffron v. International Society for 
Krishna Consciousness 452 U.S. 
640 (1981) 
 
Church of the Lukumi Babal U 
Aye, Inc. v. City of Hialeah, 
Florida 91 U.S. 948 (1993) 
 
Kiryas Joel School District v. 
Grumet 512 U.S. 637 (1994) 
 


Internet Learning Module, “Religious 
Freedom in an International Context” due 
2/26 11pm 
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 Religion and Political Behavior  


February 29- 


March 4 


Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 
5 
Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 
6 


Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 5 Quiz 
due 3/2 11pm 
Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 6 Quiz 
due 3/2 11pm 
 
Internet Learning Module “Interest 
Groups” due 3/4 11pm 


March 7-
March 11 


No Assigned Reading Enjoy your spring break! 


March 14-
March 18 


Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 
7 
Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 
8 


Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 7 Quiz 
due 3/16 11pm 
Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 8 Quiz 
due 3/16 11pm 
 
Internet Learning Module “Public 
Opinion” due 3/18 11pm 


March 21-
March 25 


No Assigned Reading Discussion Four Initial and Response 
Postings due 3/25 11pm 


March 28-
April 1 


Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 
9 
Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 
10 


Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 9 Quiz 
due 3/30 11pm 
Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 10 Quiz 
due 3/30 11pm 
 
Internet Learning Module “American 
Catholics” due 4/1 11pm 


April 4-  
April 8 


No Assigned Reading Discussion Five Initial and Response 
Postings due 4/8 11pm 


April 11-
April 15 


Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 
11 
Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 
12 


Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 11 Quiz 
due 4/13 11pm 
 
Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 12 Quiz 
4/13 11pm 


April 18-
April 22 


No Assigned Reading Discussion Six Initial and Response 
Postings due 4/22 11pm 
 


April 25-
April 29 


 Internet Learning Module “Congress” due  
4/29 11pm 
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Syllabus 
INR 2002, Section 4 


 


Spring 2016 
   
 
 


Professor Information 
 


Professor Mark Schafer 


   Office 314 Howard Phillips Hall 


Office Hours Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays 1:30 to 3:00 pm 


 Phone  (407) 823-3328 


 


Course Information 
 
 


Course Name International Relations – Theory and Practice 
 


Course ID & Section  INR 2002 – 4 
 


Credit Hours 3 
 


Semester/Year Spring 2016 
 
 
 


Course Description 
 


UCF Catalog Description:  Analysis of the fundamental principles and factors 
affecting interstate relations and their application to contemporary global 
developments. 


 
Course Overview : This course is designed to introduce you to the theories and 
practices of global politics. The course deals with two primary dimensions of 
international politics. The first covers the important theories and concepts of 
international relations. This will be covered primarily in class lectures and 
discussions.  You may wish to supplement this with optional textbook readings in 
Dynamics of International Relations, 2004, by Walter C. Clemens; Rowman & 
Littlefield Publishers.  But please note that this book is optional. The only 
required book for this course is a novel by Isaac Asimov called Foundation.  This 
novel deals fictitiously with many issues pertaining to international relations in 
general and will be the basis for some provocative discussion throughout the 
semester. Both books should be available at the UCF Bookstore (and perhaps 
elsewhere in town). 







 The second primary dimension of the class deals with current issues, 
practices and problems in today’s international setting. In order to accomplish 
this you are required to read international news stories available for free by way 
of yahoo.com, which I’ll show you in class early in the semester.  Pay particular 
attention to international and global happenings such as events in Egypt, Iraq, 
Afghanistan, Russia, the European Union, Africa, the Middle East, global trade 
and economic issues, and others as they emerge. Note that you must read these 
stories before class each day. We will spend a portion of class time each week 
discussing current international topics and how those topics fit into the theories 
we have studied and discussed in class. In addition to reading stories at 
yahoo.com, you can get supplemental international other news sources such as 
the following (but remember that the yahoo.com stories are required): 


1. Listen to National Public Radio (NPR) news programs (particularly All 
Things Considered in the late afternoon and Morning Edition in the morning). 


NPR can be found on the FM dial at 90.7 and is an excellent source of interesting 
and in-depth international news. 


2. Read the international news stories in major magazines such as Time, 
the Economist or Newsweek. 


3. Watch national news on television and pay particular attention to the 
international news stories. 


 


Course Objectives 
 


 Increased knowledge of international relations theories and practices. 
 Improved academic skills in the following areas: reading, writing, 


communicating, and particular thinking critically. 
 


Required Readings 
 


 Foundation by Isaac Asimov 


 International stories at yahoo.com 
 


Optional/Supplemental Text 
 


 Dynamics of International Relations, 2004, by Walter C. Clemens; Rowman 


& Littlefield Publishers 
 


Course Requirements 
 


Assignment Date Percent of Final Grade 


First Exam February 12 25 


Second Exam March 25 25 


Final Exam May 2, 10-11am 30 


First Short Paper February 26 10 


Second Short Paper  April 8 10 







 


Exams generally will be multiple choice questions and medium-length essay 
questions. 


 
Optional Discussion Participation and Bonus Grade 


 
You may also receive an additional bonus to your overall grade, up to 5%, based on 


your participation in class discussions (see note below). 
 


Class discussion is a central component of this class. Students should come to class 
prepared to discuss the assigned readings and current international events. Class 


participation can take several forms such as commenting on a topic or asking or 


answering a question. Based on participation in class discussions, students may earn 


up to 5% bonus added to their final score in the course.  Here’s the system I use to 


keep track of class participation: any time you contribute to class discussion, write 


down a brief version of what you said on a piece of paper with your name on it and 


turn it in to me after class. That allows me to keep track of how often everyone 


participates in class.  I may also occasionally give pop quizzes or in-class assignments 


that will count toward your participation bonus, but the majority of the bonus will 


come from actually participating in class discussion. 


 
Missed Assignments/Make-Ups 


 
Papers and assignments must be completed on time. Exams and quizzes may 
not be rescheduled or postponed. Exceptions will be allowed only under 
extreme, documented circumstances.  Under such circumstances, you are 
required to notify me (or, if I am unavailable, the Department of Political Science) 
prior to the date or as soon as possible if prior notice is impossible. 


 


Late papers are generally not accepted.  If I accept a late paper because of 
circumstances, I will make substantial reductions in the paper grade for every 
day it is late, up to a maximum of 75% reduction. 


 


Evaluation and Grading 
 


Final Percent for Course Grade 


90% - 100% A 


80% - 89.99% B 


70% - 79.99% C 


60% - 69.99% D 


Below 60% F 







Academic Honesty 
 
As reflected in the UCF creed, integrity and scholarship are core values that 
should guide our conduct and decisions as members of the UCF community. 
Plagiarism and cheating contradict these values, and so are very serious 
academic offenses. Penalties can include a failing grade in an assignment or in 
the course, or suspension or expulsion from the university.  All work you submit 
must be your own scholarly and creative effort.  UCF’s Golden Rule defines 
plagiarism as follows: whereby another’s work is used or appropriated 
without any indication of the source, thereby attempting to convey the 
impression that such work is the student’s own. I may require an electronic 
version of any paper submitted for this class. 


 


Disability Statement 
 
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable 
accommodations for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus can be made 
available in alternate formats upon request. Students with disabilities who need 
accommodations in this course must register with Student Disability Services, 
Ferrell Commons Room 132, phone (407) 823-2371; TTY/TDD-only phone (407) 
823-2116. 


 


Third-party Notes 
 
Third parties may be selling class notes and other materials from this class 
without my authorization. Please be aware that such class materials may contain 
errors, which could affect your performance or grade. Use these materials at your 
own risk. 


 


Copyright 
 
This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video 
clips, images, text materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the 
Fair Use doctrine in order to enhance the learning environment. Please do not 
copy, duplicate, download or distribute these items. The use of these materials is 
strictly reserved for this online classroom environment and your use only. All 
copyright materials are credited to the copyright holder. 







Course Calendar 
 
(Note: The following calendar is organized into one or two week segments. There may be 


some minor deviations from this schedule depending on a variety of scheduling factors.) 


 
January 11: Course introduction and overview; global geography. 


 
January 20-29: Realism, Idealism, and Interdependence: Core Theories of International 


Relations. 


* Read Part I in Foundation. 


* Optional readings: Introduction and Chapter 1 in Dynamics of International Relations. 


 
February 1:  Foundations of the “Nation-State” System. 


*Optional readings: Chapters 2 and 8 in Dynamics of International Relations. 


 
February 8: International Organizations. 


*Read: Part II in Foundation. 


*Optional reading: Chapter 14 in Dynamics of International Relations 


 


** First Exam February 12** 
 
February 15:  Foreign Policy Decision Making and the Levels of Analysis. 


*Read Chapters 1 and 2 in Part III of Foundation. 


*Optional reading: Chapter 3 in Dynamics of International Relations. 


 
February 22: Power, Conflict, and War, Part I. 


  *Optional readings: Chapters 4 and 5 in Dynamics of International Relations 


 


** First Short Paper Due February 26** 


 
February 29: Power, Conflict, and War, Part II 


*Read the rest of Part III in Foundation. 
 
March 14: Arms Control; International Law 
*Optional readings: Chapters 9 and 15 in Dynamics of International Relations. 


 
March 21: Catch up and review. 


 
** Second Exam  March 25** 


 
March 28: International Political Economy: Liberalism, Mercantilism, and Marxism. 
*Optional reading: Chapter 11 in Dynamics of International Relations. 


 


April 4: International Political Economy: Liberalism, Mercantilism, and Marxism, 


continued. 


*Read Part IV in Foundation. 


 
** Second Short Paper Due April 8** 


 
April 11: Development and Underdevelopment 
*Optional reading: Chapter 12 in Dynamics of International Relations. 







 
April 18: Contemporary Global Issues and Challenges; and review for final exam. Read 


Part V in Foundation. 


*Optional reading: Chapter 13 in Dynamics of International Relations. 


 
** Final Exam –  Monday, May 2, 10:00 to 11:00 am** 


 


Additional Policies 
 
I welcome and encourage questions, comments and discussion either in or out of the 


classroom.  I love teaching and I love what I teach, so remember my door is open! 


 
I cannot respond to grade inquiries by email. 


 
Laptops are not permitted in this class once the class period has started. 


 
Cell phones, pagers, and other such things that might go off and make noise are not 


permitted in class. 
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SYLLABUS 
Politics In Film 


University of Central Florida 


SPRING  2016 
Professor Mark Logas                                                                  Class Meets: Tuesday/Thursday 4:30pm-5:45pm 


Phone: 407-299-5000 Ext. 2028                                         Room: CB1-319 


E-Mail: Mark.Logas@ucf.edu                               Course: POS 3258 


Office Location: Outside Hall-CB1-319 
 


POS 3258 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
The influence of motion pictures on popular understanding of American and international politics. Credit Hours: 3  


 


MAJOR TOPICS/CONCEPTS/SKILLS/ISSUES 
 Evolution of Film in Politics: Theatrical performances and Television  


 Film Production and New Technology 


 Decades of Political Film Making and Influence 


 Political Films and Television shows by Topic 


 Women, Politics, and Film 


 Portrayal of Blacks in Film 


 Film Coverage of War  


 Communist Influence in Hollywood, McCarthy Hearings, and Blacklisting 


 Patriotism in Film 


 Censorship, Prior Restraint and Free Speech Protection  
 


REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS  
Terry Christensen and Peter J. Haas. 2005. Projecting Politics: Political Messages In American Films.  


 M.E. Sharpe, Inc. Armonk, New York/London, England   ISBN: 978-0765614445 


Armstrong, Jennifer Keishin. 2013. Mary and Lou and Rhoda and Ted. Simon & Schuster NY/New York 


       ISBN: 978-1-4516-5920-7  


STUDENT PREPARATION & EVALUATION 
Students who enroll in this course are expected to demonstrate maturity, responsibility, professionalism, respect for 


differing viewpoints, and a general understanding of the relationship between film production, TV, and government.  
------- 


Class meetings will follow a combination lecture/discussion format. Students are expected to come to class prepared 


to discuss assigned reading from the text reading and to meet other course requirements outlined in your syllabus. 


Lectures, discussions, video presentations, and guest speakers will not always parallel text material. Exam material 


will include subjects covered in class as well as text reading assignments which may not be covered in class.  
------- 


Class attendance and participation will impact your final grade. The evaluation method: Meaningful Participation 


in each class=Excellent/Above Average; Occasional Participation=Average; Little or No Participation=Below 


Average/Failing. Participation grades will be assigned based on the student’s contributions throughout the semester.  
------- 


Students with disabilities who qualify for academic accommodations must provide notification from the Student 


Accessibility Services Office and discuss specific needs with the instructor, during the first two weeks of class.  
------- 


Audio/Video recording of any portion of the class and/or posting of comments made by students and the instructor 


is strictly prohibited and will be considered a violation of privacy rights. This includes social media websites, 


including but not limited to: YouTube, Facebook, Twitter, MySpace, Blogs, and news media. 
 


UCF KNIGHTS E-MAIL COMMUNICATION, CLASS ANNOUNCEMENTS 
UCF uses e-mail as the official means of notifying students of important university business. Every student must 


register for, and maintain a Knights E-mail account at http://www.knightsemail.ucf.edu and check it regularly. 


Throughout the semester, I will send important information to your assigned Knights E-mail account.  
 


I will not discuss or share any class or grade information through the Internet unless you send a specific 


written request to me through your UCF account. I will only discuss course content and performance through 


your assigned UCF student account. Non-UCF based e-mails are automatically deleted without being read. 
 


UCF does not accept responsibility if official communication fails to reach a student who has not registered for, or 


maintained and checked on a regular basis, their Knights E-Mail account. 
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ATTENDANCE POLICY-UNEXCUSED ABSENCES 


Attendance is expected and will contribute to course grades. Attendance will be taken at the beginning of class. 


Five (5) points will be deducted from the attendance grade for each scheduled class that is missed throughout the 


semester. Students who arrive late to class or leave before class is dismissed will be counted as absent. 


Students who arrive late or are absent on the day a guest speaker is in class will lose ten (10) points.  
 


ATTENDANCE-QUIZZES & WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS 
 Students may be given unannounced quizzes and written assignments that will not be given on a make-up basis. If 


you are not in class on the day a quiz or written assignment is given, you will receive a zero (0) for that quiz.  
------- 


       Late papers are not accepted. Quiz/Papers not turned in by the deadline will earn a zero (0) grade.  
------- 


       If you believe that you might be sick the day your paper is due, experience printer problems, or encounter traffic  


       problems, it is your responsibility to turn your paper in early, prior to the deadline.  
------- 


       Electronic submissions are not accepted and will be deleted. Papers may not be turned in by other students. 
 


ATTENDANCE-ELECTRONIC DEVICES AND CELLULAR PHONE POLICY 
All iPods, iPads, iPhones, cellular phones, pagers, and electronic recording devices must be turned off or placed 


on a silent mode and out of sight during class. If you leave during class to answer a silent call or text please do not 


return as these interruptions are rude and disruptive to the learning process. Students who fail to comply with 


this rule will be asked to leave the classroom, receiving a grade of “0” toward their participation grade. If there is an 


emergency situation warranting the silent mode use of a cell phone during class, notify me in writing prior to class.  
 


STUDENT CONDUCT & ACADEMIC BEHAVIOR STANDARDS 
 Students are subject to federal and state laws and local ordinances as well as regulations prescribed by the University 


of Central Florida and the Florida Board of Governors. The breach or violation of any of these laws or regulations 


may result in disciplinary action. Detailed conduct regulations and procedures are presented in The Golden Rule. 
 


The University of Central Florida is committed to a policy of honesty in academic affairs. Conduct that comprises a 


breach of this policy may result in academic action and/or disciplinary action. Academic action affects student 


assignments, examinations or grades. Disciplinary action affects student enrollment status. Examples of conduct for 


which students may be subject to academic and/or disciplinary penalties including expulsion are: 


~Cheating, whereby non-permissible written, visual, electronic or oral assistance including that obtained from   


    another student is utilized on examinations, course assignments, or projects. The unauthorized possession or  


    use of examination or course related material shall also constitute cheating. 
 


~Plagiarism, whereby another’s work is used or appropriated without any indication of the source, thereby    


attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s own. Any student failing to properly credit 


ideas or materials taken from another has plagiarized. 
 


~Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling notes, handouts, etc. without authorization or using them for any  


commercial purpose without the express written permission of the University and the Instructor is a violation of 


this rule. 


Note: A student who has assisted another in any of the aforementioned breach of standards shall be considered  


    equally culpable. In cases of cheating or plagiarism, the instructor may take appropriate academic action  


    ranging from loss of credit for a specific assignment, examination, or project to removal from the course with a  


    grade of “F.” 
    


Note: The primary responsibility for managing the classroom environment rests with the professor.  
 


           Students who display disruptive behavior that detracts from the learning experience of other students  


           will be asked to leave the classroom.   
 


GUEST SPEAKER SERIES 
     Students will have an opportunity to enhance their knowledge of the relationship between film and  


      government by listening to professionals who will share their experiences and by asking questions of our guest  


      speakers. Class etiquette when Guest Speakers are present will play a major role in your Participation grade.    
 


VIDEO SERIES 
     Students will view clips from movies and television shows from several decades. Students will be responsible for       


     watching the entire films and shows that are assigned and/or discussed and not just the portions that I will show in  


     class for supplemental and/or discussion purposes. 
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RESEARCH POSITION PAPER 
      Students will be required to write a position paper based on motion picture movies and television shows that  


      have been instrumental in projecting political messages in American films, while impacting our popular  


      culture. Papers must include citations from the actual film/TV show chosen by the student that are listed in  


      Bold on the Tentative Class Schedule page. Students must demonstrate a general understanding of the  


      motion picture film and television show, use specific examples to illustrate the political messages, and  


      clearly articulate the outcome of the message on the intended audience and popular culture. 
 


EXAMS 
      Another portion of the course grade will be determined by the student’s performance on three exams (2 regular exams 


and 1 Final Exam). Each exam will consist of term/concept identification and essay topics. The exam schedule can be 


found on the tentative assignment sheet. Students will take exams in the classroom. Graded Exams will be returned 


during class. The Final Exam will cover Unit 3 material and will also be a comprehensive evaluation of each student’s 


knowledge and understanding of the course. Any student not taking the final exam will earn a final grade of “F”.  
 


There will be no early exams allowed unless arrangements are made with the instructor at least one week prior to the 


scheduled exam. It is the student’s responsibility to contact the instructor if a medical emergency situation or family 


death arises prior to an exam. Failure to notify the instructor prior to the missed exam will result in a zero (0) grade 


on the exam. There will be no make-up exams given if proper documentation of the above situation is not 


provided. Make-up exams will be given at the instructor’s convenience. There will be no make-up Final Exams. 
 


In addition to the cellular phone/pager attendance policy, STUDENTS WHO BRING THEIR 


CELLULAR PHONES and/or ELECTRONIC DEVICES TO CLASS ON EXAM DAY AND OPENLY 


DISPLAY THEM DURING THE EXAM WILL BE ASKED TO LEAVE THE ROOM. IN ADDITION, A 


GRADE OF “0” WILL BE ASSIGNED FOR THAT SCHEDULED EXAM. Students who bring cellular phones 


and/or electronic devices to class on exam dates must turn them off and keep them out of sight during the exam.  
 


COURSE GRADES 


  Final Course grades will be determined by: 


 -Attendance/Participation/Guest Speaker series (25%) 


 -Research Position Paper (25%) 


 -Two (2) Exams (25%) 


 -Final Exam (25%)  


The average will be evaluated on the following scale: 90 - 100 = A 


    80 -   89 = B 


  70 -   79 = C 


  60 -   69 = D 


    0 -   59 = F 


WITHDRAWAL POLICY 
      Students may withdraw from a class and receive the notation of “W” until the date noted in the “Academic Calendar” 


      online at http://www.registrar.ucf.edu/calendar/academic. A student may withdraw from courses using myUCF at  


      https://my.ucf.edu, or by visiting the Registrar’s Office (MH 161), certain college advising offices, or a Regional  


      Campus records office. Students seeking to withdraw in person must sign the request and must provide photo  


      identification. The official date of withdrawal is the date the University receives the withdrawal request. Withdrawing  


      from classes may have financial aid, NCAA eligibility or international visa consequences. Students should seek  


      appropriate advisement prior to withdrawing from a class. The Withdrawal Deadline is: MARCH 23, 2016. 
  


      A student is not automatically withdrawn from a class for not attending, nor can an instructor withdraw a student from  


      a class. No withdrawal is permitted after the deadline except in extraordinary circumstances. Unsatisfactory academic     


      performance is not an acceptable reason for withdrawal after the deadline.  
 


OFFICE HOURS  
  Tuesday/Thursday:  2:45 p.m. –  3:00 p.m.  Student area outside PSY-106  


  Tuesday/Thursday:  5:45 p.m. –  6:00 p.m.  Student area outside CB1-319 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 


Changes in the syllabus and/or schedule may be made at anytime during the term by 


announcement of the professor. It is your responsibility to stay informed of any changes. 
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TENTATIVE CLASS SCHEDULE 
CLASS     CHAPTER    TOPICS TO BE COVERED 


1/12  Class introduction-Overview of Semester 


& 1/14 1-Setting the Scene A Theory of Film and Politics ~ Mr. Smith Goes To Washington 


__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 


1/19-1/21 2-Making of a Message Film Production and Techniques   


__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 


1/26            3-Causes & Special Effects Political Environment of Film   


& 1/28              Unit 1 Exam - Chapters 1, 2, & 3     


__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 


2/2           4-Politics in Silent Movies Motion Picture Studio Transitions: MGM-The Lion’s Roar  


& 2/4         5- 1930s: Great Depression     Movies: Wizard of Oz, Gone With the Wind, All Quiet Western Front 


__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 


2/9           6-1940s: Hollywood to Movies Walt Disney: On the Front Lines-Victory Through Air Power, Dr. Seuss  


& 2/11 Goes To War, Casablanca ~~ Post-War: It’s A Wonderful Life  


__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 


2/16  No Class - Students are encouraged to finish their Research Papers. 


& 2/18 7-1950s: Anti Communism Television Influence: Leave It To Beaver, I Love Lucy, Superman  


__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 


2/23            8-1960s: Mainstream/Counterculture Movies: Sound of Music, Walt Disney, James Bond, Anti-War/Establish 


& 2/25  Head, Miracle Of White Stallions ~ Television: Monkees, Gilligan’s  


  Island, Hogan’s Heroes, Adam-12, Star Trek, My Three Sons 


__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 


3/1          Unit 2 Exam - Chapters 4, 5, 6, 7, & 8 


& 3/3 9-1970s: Paranoia/Anti-Capitalism Movies: All The President’s Men, Animal House, Halloween  


  ABC Television: Brady Bunch, Partridge Family, Odd Couple, Room  


  222, Love American Style, Happy Days, Mork & Mindy, Benson  


__________________________________________________________________________________________________  


3/8 & 3/10  Spring Break Holiday - No Classes  


__________________________________________________________________________________________________


3/15   9-1970s: Paranoia/Anti-Capitalism CBS Television: All In The Family, Bob Newhart, Mary Tyler  


& 3/17  Moore, M*A*S*H, Good Times, Maude, Jeffersons, Dallas, Kojak, 


  NBC Television: Little House on the Prairie, Dean Martin, Sanford  


  & Son, Chico & The Man, Flip Wilson, SNL, NBC Mystery Movie 


__________________________________________________________________________________________________  


3/22           10-New Patriotism Movies: Rambo, Right Stuff, E.T., Survivors, Tootsi  Television:Cosby  


& 3/24 Family Ties, Cheers, Night Court, Hill Street Blues, Remington  


  Steele, Dallas, A-Team, Knight Rider, Golden Girls, Miami Vice   


____________________________________________________________________________________________  


3/29           11-1990s: And Beyond 9/11 Movies: Air Force One, Tomorrow Never Dies, Die Hard, Star Trek 6      


& 3/31       Undiscovered Country, Death of a President, Wag the Dog, ~ TV -24- 


  House Of Cards, Psych, The Black List 


__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 


4/5             12-True Lies? The Rise of Political Documentaries        Flight 93, Fahrenheit 9/11,                


& 4/7         Docudramas, Entertainment,  Bowling For Columbine, Day After Tomorrow, Red Tails, Obama  


  or Investigative News? 2016, America ~~ TV-America’s Most Wanted, Unsolved Mysteries 


__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 


4/12             Minority Report-Movies: Barbershop, Mississippi Burning, Flower 


& 4/14      13-Film & Politics of Race Drum Song, The Color Purple, Guess Who’s Coming To Dinner?    


__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 


4/19           14-Women, Politics, & Film Movies: Sleeping With the Enemy, 9 to 5, Fatal Attraction 


& 4/21    Appendix 4: Gross Receipts by Decade Television: Murphy Brown, Murder She Wrote, Mad About You 


__________________________________________________________________________________________________                 


4/28          Final Exam-Covers Chapters 9-14     THURSDAY, APRIL 28, 2016   4:00 p.m. –  6:00 p.m.    








POS 3182W Florida Politics 


Spring 2016 Syllabus 


Contact Information 


Instructor: Dr. Aubrey Jewett 


Office: Phillips Hall 302 E 


Office Hours: Online by e-mail or in person T or R 10:00 a.m. to12:00 p.m. 


Phone: Political Science Main Office 407-823-2608; Direct Office Line 407-823-6030 


E-mail: aubrey.jewett@ucf.edu 


Course Description 


Florida Politics examines politics in the Sunshine State focusing on foundations, 
institutions, processes and policy. We look at the changing demographic and economic 
environment of Florida, the state constitution, political culture and public opinion. We 
examine participation in state and local politics, the role of interest groups and political 
parties and the conduct of state and local elections. We explore Florida’s governmental 
institutions including the legislature, executive branch, bureaucracy, and courts. We 
also investigate the structure, function, governance and challenges facing local 
government in Florida. Finally we analyze and evaluate state and local policy in the 
Sunshine State including criminal justice, land use, economic development, growth 
management, environment, civil rights, education, health, welfare and taxing and 
spending. 


Goals 


1. Facts and Concepts: Students will know, comprehend and apply information about 
the political foundations, institutions, processes, and public policy of Florida. 


2. Comparative Approach: Students will look at politics and policy in Florida to see how 
and why politics operates in our state as contrasted to other states. 


3. Extension: Students will examine a variety of websites related to Florida politics and 
policy and analyze, synthesize, and evaluate information that goes beyond the class 
text. 


4. Political Geography: Students will examine Florida to see how politics, policy and 
political culture vary in different regions, markets and counties. 







5. Diversity: Students will explore how diversity impacts Florida politics and policy 
focusing on contemporary minority American culture as defined by race, ethnicity, 
gender, social and economic class, age, sexual orientation and physical ability. 


6. Current Issues: Students will find, discuss, and express thoughtful opinions about 
current politics and policy in Florida. 


Required Texts 


Our main text is the 4th edition of my co-authored book Politics in Florida. It is available 
in print and electronic versions. 
 
Reference in American Political Science Association (APSA) style: 
 
MacManus, Susan A., Aubrey Jewett, David J. Bonanza, and Thomas R. Dye. 2015. 
Politics in Florida, 4th ed. Sarasota, FL: Peppertree. 
 
ISBN-13: 9781614933816 
ISBN-10: 1614933812 
 
 


 







 
   
Traditional Print Version 
 
The print version of Politics in Florida 4th edition can be found at the campus bookstore 
(list price of $129.95) and off-campus bookstores or ordered from various websites. You 
should purchase a print copy if you are not very good with technology since you will 
have to download and install some new software in order to get an electronic version. 
There may be some used print copies of the 4th edition available. Here are links to the 
print copy of the book on three large mainstream book sites (there are others). 
 
Barnes and Noble: http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/politics-in-florida-fourth-edition-
susan-a-macmanus/1122621292?ean=9781614933816 
 
Amazon: http://www.amazon.com/Politics-Florida-Fourth-Susan-
MacManus/dp/1614933812/ref=sr_1_2?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1451397672&sr=1-
2&keywords=politics+in+florida+4th+edition 
 
Books A Million (BAM): http://www.booksamillion.com/p/Politics-Florida-Fourth/Susan-a-
MacManus/9781614933816?id=6431953834017 
 
E-version 
 
If you prefer the convenience and lower price of the e-version (list price of 49.95) you 
can download an encrypted version of the book. If you do not have the proper reading 
app/software already installed on your device (laptop, desktop, tablet, phone etc.) you 
will need to download the free software first and then download the book. If you are not 
very tech savvy then you should probably buy the print copy of the book. I am not a 
technology expert and cannot help you with downloading the software or the book or 
getting them to work properly after you purchase them. 
 
Here are two websites that previous students have used to successfully download the 
software and then the book (there are others). 
 
Gohastings.com 
 
First, you will need to download Adobe Digital Reader in order to open and read the 
book (this is different than just the normal Adobe program you likely have on your 
computer). You can download the Adobe Digital Reader for free from the Adobe website 
- you may have to restart your device after downloading to complete the installation: 
http://www.adobe.com/solutions/ebook/digital-editions/download.html  
  
Second, purchase and download the e-book: 
http://www.gohastings.com/product/BOOK/Politics-in-Florida-Fourth-
Edition/sku/297342858.uts  
 



http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/politics-in-florida-fourth-edition-susan-a-macmanus/1122621292?ean=9781614933816

http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/politics-in-florida-fourth-edition-susan-a-macmanus/1122621292?ean=9781614933816

http://www.amazon.com/Politics-Florida-Fourth-Susan-MacManus/dp/1614933812/ref=sr_1_2?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1451397672&sr=1-2&keywords=politics+in+florida+4th+edition

http://www.amazon.com/Politics-Florida-Fourth-Susan-MacManus/dp/1614933812/ref=sr_1_2?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1451397672&sr=1-2&keywords=politics+in+florida+4th+edition

http://www.amazon.com/Politics-Florida-Fourth-Susan-MacManus/dp/1614933812/ref=sr_1_2?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1451397672&sr=1-2&keywords=politics+in+florida+4th+edition

https://webmail.ucf.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=jLyjfUxIt0O1omEcH5EJDAbh12_pFtMIgjgpzB3PM06CO2vLk9DkwZzfpOrospbV1licdu3SZ40.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.booksamillion.com%2fp%2fPolitics-Florida-Fourth%2fSusan-a-MacManus%2f9781614933816%3fid%3d6431953834017

https://webmail.ucf.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=jLyjfUxIt0O1omEcH5EJDAbh12_pFtMIgjgpzB3PM06CO2vLk9DkwZzfpOrospbV1licdu3SZ40.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.booksamillion.com%2fp%2fPolitics-Florida-Fourth%2fSusan-a-MacManus%2f9781614933816%3fid%3d6431953834017

http://www.adobe.com/solutions/ebook/digital-editions/download.html

http://www.gohastings.com/product/BOOK/Politics-in-Florida-Fourth-Edition/sku/297342858.uts

http://www.gohastings.com/product/BOOK/Politics-in-Florida-Fourth-Edition/sku/297342858.uts





Kobobooks.com 
 
First, you will need to download the appropriate version of the Kobo Reader 
App/Software from the following site (they have custom apps for Android, IOS, Windows 
(version 10), desktop) - you may have to restart your device after downloading to 
complete the installation: 
https://store.kobobooks.com/p/apps  
 
Second, purchase and download the e-book: 
https://store.kobobooks.com/en-us/ebook/politics-in-florida-fourth-edition 
 


Evaluation 


6 Modules – 76% of your total grade. Each module consists of 2 graded activities: 
Chapter Quiz and Extend, Update & Discuss. Each module will usually cover 2 chapters 
from the Politics in Florida text. You will have about two weeks to do each module. 


Chapter Quiz – 36% of total grade. Each quiz will usually have 50 questions 
covering material from the text and the module. You will normally have 60 minutes to 
take the quiz. You may take the quiz a second time to improve your score. The 
questions are drawn from a larger quiz bank I have constructed so while a few 
questions may be the same on a 2nd attempt, most will be different. You should read the 
chapters and study before starting the quiz as you will not have time to look up every 
answer. All 6 quizzes count towards your final grade and except for extraordinary 
circumstances I will not reopen a quiz after it closes. 


Extend, Update & Discuss – 40% of total grade. I will put you in small groups for 
the online discussion based on your last name. Extend, Update & Discuss will include 
several steps. First you will visit several websites tied to the readings and then describe, 
analyze and reflect on several things you learned about Florida politics and policy from 
those sites that extends your knowledge beyond what is found in the text (900-1200 
words). Next you will update information from the readings by looking up and writing a 
350-500 word current event. You will upload this paper (the knowledge extension and 
current event) using the assignment function and also paste it into your discussion 
group.  


Finally you must engage in discussion with your fellow classmates by responding 
to their knowledge extension and current event. The discussion will require a minimum 
of three postings each module: the initial posting of your paper and then at least two 
postings responding to your fellow students. You should attempt to engage in 
professional college level discussion with your classmates. Highest grades go to 
students who exceed my expectations for quantity and quality of their papers and their 
discussion with classmates. Two additional postings is the minimum to get a C on that 
part of the assignment. You will need 8 or more (depending on quality and length) 
additional postings to get the highest possible score on discussing with classmates. 



https://store.kobobooks.com/p/apps

https://store.kobobooks.com/en-us/ebook/politics-in-florida-fourth-edition





To grade discussion I have developed a rubric (scoring guidelines). Each discussion is 
worth up to 100 points: 50 points are possible for knowledge extension, 30 points for the 
current event, and 20 points for discussing things with your classmates. In addition 
there will be a 10 point penalty for each day the initial posting is late. So 10 points off for 
one day late and 20 points off for two days late and so on until the module closes. Once 
the module closes you will not be able to post further and I will not accept your postings. 


Florida U.S. Senate Race Analysis - 24% of your total grade. You will write a research 
paper on the Florida U.S. Senate race to replace Marco Rubio. Your analysis should be 
3500 to 5000 words long, double-spaced with Times New Roman font and will have the 
following sections: an introduction that puts the race in context and lays out how the 
paper will proceed; a biographical summary of the main Democratic and Republican 
candidates; a comparison of the major issue stances of these candidates; a predictive 
analysis on who will win each party primary based on comparing the strengths and 
weaknesses of the candidates; a predictive analysis on who will win the general election 
and become the next U.S. Senator from Florida based on comparing the strengths and 
weaknesses of the candidates; and a conclusion that summarizes the paper and 
explains who you would personally like to win and why (regardless of who you think will 
win). More details will be available on the course website as the semester progresses. 
You should start the paper while we are working on the modules but will also have 
several weeks to work on the paper after the modules are over. The Senate Race 
Analysis will be due no later than Friday, April 29 at 11:00 p.m. Papers will be accepted 
until Sunday, May 1 at 11:00 pm – but will incur a 10 point per day late penalty. 


Policies 


1. If you have questions about the course of a general nature do not e-mail me initially. 
Instead post your question in the Discussions section of the web site. Once in 
Discussions select the topic “Questions for Professor Jewett” and then click in the 
“Reply” box and type in your question and then hit “Post Reply.” You may have to wait 
up to 48 hours for a response but I am usually much quicker than that. You should 
review this section before asking your question as someone else may have already 
asked it. Of course if your problem is personal (grade related for instance) or involves 
not being able to get on the site (and hence unable to get to Discussions) feel free to e-
mail me at my normal e-mail address. 


2. If you would like to seek the help of fellow students go to Discussions and select the 
topic “Students Seeking Help from Students” and post your question as above. This can 
be a technical question about computer problems or a subject matter question. I will 
give extra credit to students who help others! 


3. Online courses require students to be self-motivated and do work on a regular basis 
without being reminded of assignments and due dates. The average student can expect 
to put in 12-15 hours a module on this course if they want to do well. You will be reading 
2 chapters from the main text and additional information on Florida political geography 







in each module. You can also expect that you will write 2000 words or more each 
module (counting initial postings and discussions with others) if you want to do well. 


4. Late assignments will not be accepted once a quiz, discussion or module closes (as 
mentioned above I will take your initial paper posting on discussion late with a 10 point 
per day penalty but once the module closes that will be it). Do not wait until the last 
minute to do assignments. Computer problems and Internet connection problems will 
happen. They are not acceptable excuses for missing due dates and deadlines. Due 
times for graded assignments are usually 11 pm Eastern Standard Time. I give a 59 
minute grace period until 11:59 pm before I start assessing the late penalty. 


5. I will drop your lowest Extend, Update & Discuss score when I compute your final 
grade. Since I am not accepting late assignments after a module closes this will provide 
you a measure of protection should something happen that prevents you from writing a 
paper (computer glitch, illness, vacation etc.) or should you do poorly on a paper and 
want to improve. I will not drop any quiz scores, so you must do all 6 quizzes. 


6. I follow and enforce the UCF policies pertaining to academic honesty and integrity 
and expect professional student conduct. See the UCF policies established in the 
Golden Rule (http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/) if you are unfamiliar (particularly the 
section on Academic Conduct). 


7. Students registered with UCF Disability Services (http://sds.sdes.ucf.edu/) will be 
given accommodation as determined by UCF Disability Services.  


Grading Scale 


This class is on a 10 point grading scale with no plus minus grades. 


100-90 A (Outstanding or excellent work) 


89-80 B (Good, above average work) 


79-70 C (Average work) 


69-60 D (Below average, poor work) 


59-0 F (Unacceptable work or missed assignment) 


Assignment Due Dates 


Academic Engagement Assignment Required by Federal Regulations: 
Pretest due by Friday 1/15 at 5:00 pm EST. 


Faculty members are required to document students' academic activity at the beginning 
of each course. In order to document that you began this course, please complete the 



http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://sds.sdes.ucf.edu/





following academic activity by the end of the first week of classes, or as soon as 
possible after adding the course, but no later than Friday January 15 5:00 pm EST. 
Failure to do so will result in a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid. 


Go to Quizzes and click on “Pretest” and then “Take the Quiz.” You have 1 hour to take 
the pretest. Please do not study beforehand or look up answers when taking the pretest 
– if you do not know the answer then just make your best guess. I want to get an honest 
assessment of how much you know about the course material before we get started (so 
please do not just take 2 minutes for the whole quiz and randomly hit answers either – 
actually read the questions and see if you know the answer). Once you answer all the 
questions hit “Submit Quiz.” 


Module 1 Florida’s Political Culture and Constitution: Quiz due by Monday 1/25 at 
11 pm; Initial discussion posting due by Tuesday 1/26 at 11 pm; additional postings due 
by, and module closes on, Thursday 1/28 11:00 pm 


For Module 1 please read: 


Politics in Florida chapters 1 Political Culture and 2 Constitution 


Module 2 Public Opinion, Parties and Elections: Quiz due by Monday 2/8 at 11 pm; 
Initial discussion posting due by Tuesday 2/9 at 11 pm; additional postings due by, and 
module closes on, Thursday 2/11 11:00 pm 


For Module 2 please read: 


Politics in Florida chapters 3 Public Opinion and 4 Parties and Elections 


Module 3 Interest Groups and the Legislature: Quiz due by Monday 2/22 at 11 pm; 
Initial discussion posting due by Tuesday 2/23 at 11 pm; additional postings due by, and 
module closes on, Thursday 2/25 11:00 pm 


For Module 3 please read: 


Politics in Florida chapters 5 Interest Groups and 6 Legislature 


Module 4 Executive Branch and Courts and Crime: Quiz due by Monday 3/7 at 11 
pm; Initial discussion posting due by Tuesday 3/8 at 11 pm; additional postings due by, 
and module closes on, Thursday 3/10 11:00 pm 


PLEASE NOTE: JUST BECAUSE SOME MODULE DUE DATES MAY FALL OVER 
THE SPRING BREAK HOLIDAY (3/7-3/12) DOES NOT MEAN YOU HAVE TO WAIT 
UNTIL THEN TO DO THE ASSIGNMENT! I STRONGLY ENCOURAGE YOU TO 
FINISH THE WEEK BEFORE! 


For Module 4 please read: 







Politics in Florida chapters 7 Executive Branch and 8 Courts and Crimes 


Withdrawal Deadline: Wednesday 3/23 11:59 p.m. 


Module 5 Taxing, Spending and Local Government: Quiz due by Monday 3/21 at 11 
pm; Initial discussion posting due by Tuesday 3/22 at 11 pm; additional postings due by, 
and module closes on, Thursday 3/24 11:00 pm 


For Module 5 please read: 


Politics in Florida chapters 9 Taxing and Spending and 10 Local Government 


Module 6 Education, Welfare and Health and Environment and Growth 
Management: Quiz due by Monday 4/4 at 11 pm; Initial discussion posting due by 
Tuesday 4/5 at 11 pm; additional postings due by, and module closes on, Thursday 4/7 
11:00 pm 


For Module 6 please read: 


Politics in Florida chapters 11 Education, Social Welfare and Health Care and 12 
Environment, Growth Management, and Economic Development 


Florida U.S. Senate Race Analysis: Due by Friday 4/29 at 11pm (Sunday December 
13 at 11 pm is the last date to turn in a late research paper) 


Fall Term Ends: Wednesday May 4 


Getting Started 


Go to the home page, go to Quizzes and click on “Pretest” and then “Take the Quiz” (as 
described above to document your participation in the course). After that, to begin the 
graded part of the course, click on Modules and then read and follow the instructions for 
Module 1: Florida’s Political Culture and Constitution. 
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Political Economy (CPO4074.0001) 
Credit: 3 Units 


 
Professor Nikola Mirilovic   


 
University of Central Florida 


Spring 2016 
 Tue/Thu 1:30 – 2:45 PM 


Psychology Building (PSY) 106 
 


Office Phillips Hall 311 D 


Office hours Tue 12:00 PM-1:15 PM; Thu 3:00 PM-5:45 PM; or by appointment. 


Voice (407) 823-5082 


Email Via the course page in Canvas 


Required 
books 


 


Naazneen H. Barma, Steven K. Vogel 
The Political Economy Reader: Markets as Institutions 
ISBN: 978-0-415-95493-8. Available at the Bookstore. 
 
John Ravenhill 
Global Political Economy (4th Edition) 
ISBN: 978-0-19-966601-0. Available at the Bookstore. 


 
Course Description: Political economy examines interactions between the state and markets, between 
politics and economics. In this course we will examine fundamental political economy perspectives 
starting with classic works. We will then apply those perspectives and analytical tools to key 
contemporary problems of the comparative and the international political economy: economic 
development, the proper role of the state in the market, and the debates about the global economic 
system.    


Course Goals: 1) Students will learn the fundamental perspectives and the key analytical tools needed to 
understand political economy debates and associated contemporary policy issues. 2) Students will 
further their knowledge of key facts relevant to political economy debates and of the key issue areas 
such as the global political economy. 3) Students will improve their writing and analytical skills. 


Course Requirements: Your final grade will be based on three exams and a paper (5 pages; double 
spaced, standard fonts and margins). The paper will assess your analytical and writing skills. The source 
material for the paper is the course readings and lectures: external research is neither required nor 
expected. The paper will count for 25% of your final grade. Exam 1 and exam 2 will each count for 20% 
of your final grade. The final exam will count for 35% of your final grade.  
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Attendance is not mandatory. However, please remember that the material covered by the class is 
delivered via readings as well as via in-course lectures. There is important information in the readings 
that may not be specifically addressed in class, and in-class lectures may go beyond the readings. The 
best way to do well in the course and develop a strong grasp of the material it covers is to attend the 
course regularly, read and carefully consider the required materials beforehand, and be prepared to 
analyze and discuss those materials in class.  


Participation and Extra Credit: You may receive an additional bonus towards your final grade, up to 5%, 
based on your participation in class discussions.  


Academic Activity and Financial Aid: As of Fall 2014, all faculty members are required to document 
students' academic activity at the beginning of each course. In order to document that you began this 
course, please complete the following academic activity no later than August 27: on the course page on 
Webcourses, post a brief description (up to a paragraph) of why you are interested in taking this course. 
Failure to do so will result in a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid (but this academic activity 
is not graded and has no impact on your final grade). 


Course Correspondence and Canvas: All correspondence with the instructor will be via Canvas.  I will 
usually respond to your message within 48 hours on business days. 


Make-up Exam Policy: Make-up exams will be granted only in the case of an emergency and/or a 
university documented absence. If exam dates conflict with a religious holiday, please notify the 
instructor about this at the beginning of the class. I will seek to accommodate you. 


Paper Lateness Policy: The penalty for submitting the paper late is one letter grade reduction for each 
calendar day of lateness (i.e., an A paper submitted a day late will receive a grade of B; if submitted two 
days late it will receive a grade of C, etc.). 


UCF Disability Statement: The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable 
accommodations for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon 
request. Students with disabilities who need accommodations in this course must contact the professor 
at the beginning of the semester to discuss needed accommodations. No accommodations will be 
provided until the student has met with the professor to request accommodations. Students who need 
accommodations must be registered with Student Disability Services, Student Resource Center, Room 
132, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting accommodations 
from the professor. 


UCF Rules of Conduct: As reflected in the UCF creed, integrity and scholarship are core values that 
should guide our conduct and decisions as members of the UCF community. Plagiarism and cheating are 
very serious academic offenses. Please refer to the University’s Rules of Conduct (available at:  
http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu) for more information on these issues. Failure to comply with university 
rules may subject violator(s) to appropriate action by university authorities and/or appropriate civil 
authorities. The penalty for students who plagiarize or cheat on an exam or an assignment will include a 
grade of F on that exam or assignment. 
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University Writing Center (UWC) support: UWC (location: Colbourn 105) offers writing support to UCF 
students from first-year to graduate in every discipline. Trained peer consultants provide help at every 
stage of the writing process, including understanding assignments, researching, drafting, revising, 
incorporating sources, and learning to proofread and edit. The UWC’s purpose is not merely to fix 
papers or to make better writers, but to teach writers strategies to navigate complex situations for 
writing, both in and outside the University. Consultations are available for individuals and small groups. 
To make the best use of the UWC, visit far enough before your due date to allow yourself time to revise 
after your consultation, browse the writing resources on our website, and arrange a regular weekly 
appointment if you’d like long-term help. You may schedule a 45-minute appointment by phone or by 
using the TutorTrac scheduler on our website; walk-in consultations are also available. 


Grading Scale: 


Letter Grade  Points  
A  93 – 100 points  
A-  90 – 92 points  
B+  87 – 89 points  
B  83 – 86 points  
B-  80 – 82 points  
C+  77 – 79 points  
C  73 – 76 points  
C-  70 – 72 points  
D+  67 – 69 points  
D  63 – 66 points  
D-  60 – 62 points  
F  59 and below  


 


Course Schedule 
January 12: Introductory Session 
 
No readings 
 


Key Perspectives and Debates 
 
1) January 14-19: Introducing Key Perspectives and the Historical Background (2 classes) 
 
Barma and Vogel (BV): Introduction, pp. 1-15. 
Ravenhill: “The Study of Global Political Economy,” pp. 3-24. 
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2) January 21-26: The Classics (2 classes)  


Adam Smith, “The Wealth of Nations,” in BV, pp. 27-40. 
Karl Marx, “The Communist Manifesto,” in BV, pp. 41-62. 
Friedrich List, “The National System of Political Economy,” in BV, pp. 63-86. 
 
NOTE: Monday, September 1: No class (Labor Day) 
 
3) January 28 – February 2: The Liberals and the Great Transformation (2 classes)  


Friedrich Hayek, “The Road to Serfdom,” in BV pp. 91-105. 
Milton Friedman, “Capitalism and Freedom,” on Canvas, pp. 7-21, and in BV, pp. 107-116. 
Karl Polanyi, “The Great Transformation,” in BV, pp. 121-151. 
 
4) February 4: The Institutionalists (1 class) 


Douglass North, “Structure and Change in Economic History,” in BV, pp. 175-183. 
Oliver Williamson, “The Economic Institutions of Capitalism,” in BV, pp. 185-192. 
 
5) February 9: Historical Perspectives and Varieties of Capitalism (1 class) 


Alexander Gerschenkron, “Economic Backwardness in Historical Perspective,” in BV, pp. 211-227. 
Peter Hall and David Soskice, “Varieties of Capitalism” in BV, pp. 289-321. 
 
February 11: Exam 1 
 


Comparative Political Economy 


6) February 16 –23: Economic Development (3 classes)  


Nicola Phillips, “Globalization and Development” in Ravenhill, pp. 344-371. 
John Williamson. “Did the Washington Consensus Fail?” Available on Canvas.  
Chalmers Johnson, “MITI and the Japanese Miracle,” in BV, pp. 259-282. 
Hernando De Soto, “The Mystery of Capital” in BV, pp. 475-481. 
David Landes, “The Wealth and Poverty of Nations,” in BV, pp. 229-235. 
 
7) February 25- March 1: Market Reform: Poland and Russia (2 classes) 


Jeffrey Sachs, “The End of Poverty” in BV, pp. 359-374. 
Joseph Stiglitz, “Globalization and its Discontents” in BV, pp. 375-398.  
 
8) March 3: Market Reform: China (1 class)  


Doug Guthrie, “China and Globalization” in BV, pp. 399-423. 
William Overholt, “China and Globalization.” Available on Canvas.  
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Jeremy Warner, “China’s Great Economic Leap Forward hits the Wall.” Available on Canvas. 
 
NOTE: March 8-10: no class (Spring Break) 
 
March 15: TBA (Professor attending a conference) 
 
March 17: Exam 2 
 


Global Political Economy 


9) March 22-24: Domestic Sources of Foreign Economic Policies (2 classes) 
 
Michael Hiscox, “The Domestic Sources of Foreign Economic Policies” in Ravenhill, pp. 74-105. 
 
10) March 29 - April 7: Political Economy of Trade (4 classes) 


Gilbert Winham, “The Evolution of the Global Trade Regime” in Ravenhill, pp. 109-138. 
John Ravenhill, “Regional Trade Agreements,” pp. 139-170. 
 
NOTE: April 5: Papers due at the beginning of class. 
 
11) April 12-26: Globalization and the State (5 classes) 


Thomas Friedman, “The Lexus and the Olive Tree,” in BV pp. 487-504. 
Abraham Newman and John Zysman, “How Revolutionary Was the Digital Revolution” in BV 505-520. 
Susan Strange, “The Retreat of the State” in BV, pp. 525-533. 
Robert Gilpin, “Global Political Economy” in BV, pp. 535-545. 
Colin Hay, “Globalization’s Impact on States” in Ravenhill, pp. 255-282. 
 
Final Exam: Tuesday, May 3, 1:00 – 3:50 pm. Location: PSY 106 (our classroom). 


Note: This syllabus is subject to change at the instructor’s discretion if necessary. Changes to the 
syllabus, if any, will be announced in class and the updated syllabus will be posted on Canvas. 


 








 


 


 


Course Number: CPO 6091 Seminar in Comparative Politics 


Department of Political Science 


University of Central Florida 


 


COURSE SYLLABUS 


 


    


Instructor:  Jonathan M. Powell, Ph.D. Term:  Spring 2016 


Office:  Howard Phillips Hall 305B Class Days:  Tuesday 


Phone:  407-823-2082 Class Hours:  6:00 – 8:50 


E-Mail:  jonathan.powell@ucf.edu Class Location:  HPH 305G 


Website: www.jonathanmpowell.com Office Hours: T 2-4; W 9-12 


 


I. University Course Catalog Description 


Introduction to the theory and methodology of comparative politics, institutions, and contextual 


factors of selected political systems such as Canada, European, and Third World nations. 


 


II. Course Objectives 


Students will accomplish three broad objectives in this class.  First, they will gain a stronger 


understanding of comparative politics.  We will begin the semester by considering traditional 


aspects of comparative politics such as institutional design.  The semester will end by covering a 


growing body of literature that investigates the nexus of comparative politics and international 


relations.  This is primarily seen with investigations of the how domestic institutions can influence 


international conflict behavior.   Second, students will learn to critically assess the works that are 


presented.  Other than simply learning the contents of a book or article, students will systematically 


evaluate the strengths of theoretical arguments, research methodology, data validity and reliability, 


and other aspects of the research process.  In doing so, students will gain reinforcement of the 


study of politics as a science.  Finally, students will be more capable of moving from being 


consumers of knowledge to producers of it.  Students will directly apply their knowledge of politics 


and the tools acquired in this and other classes to execute an original research paper.  Ideally, the 


resulting paper should be sufficient to present at a professional conference and be a major step 


toward publishing. 


 


III. Course Prerequisites 


Admission to a graduate degree-seeking program or C.I. 


 


IV. Course Credits 


3 


 


V. Required Texts and Materials 


 Beaulieu, Emily. Electoral Protest in the Developing World. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge 


University Press. 


 Lindberg, Staffan. 2006. Democracy and Elections in Africa. Johns Hopkins University 


Press. 



mailto:jonathan.powell@ucf.edu
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 Talmadge, Caitlin. The Dictators Army: Battlefield Effectiveness in Authoritarian 


Regimes. Cornell University Press. 


 Teorell, Jan. Determinants of Democratization. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University 


Press. 


 Weeks, Jessica. 2014. Dictators at War and Peace. Cornell University Press. 


 


Students will also be responsible for numerous readings from academic journals, think tank 


reports, news periodicals, etc., as specified in the syllabus, the course schedule, or disseminated 


during the semester.  Given the desire to keep this class relevant to current events, some readings 


will not be announced until deep into the semester.   


 


VI. Basis for Final Grade 


Assessment 


Percent of Final 


Grade 


Attendance & Discussion 


Paper Proposal 


Paper Draft 


15% 


15% 


30% 


Final Paper 30% 


Presentation/Discussant 10% 


 


 100% 


Attendance & Discussion (15% of grade) 
This class is a seminar.  Consequently, the success of the class will be largely dependent on the 


degree to which students are present, have prepared to discuss the material, and are active in class.  


Students are expected to arrive on time and remain through the duration of the class.  At least one 


10 minute break will be provided during the session. 


 


Students should arrive to class having finished each of the materials listed on the syllabus for that 


day.  Students should bring any notes they have taken and copies of the readings themselves.  If 


your notes are on a computer they should be printed as hard copy.  At the instructor’s discretion, 


pop quizzes can be implemented to reflect up to 10% of the semester grade (if done, the value of 


paper drafts each drops by 5%).  Students will be updated on this component twice during the 


semester. 


 


At a bare minimum, students should be prepared to undertaken an in-depth discussion of each 


reading’s theoretical merits, how it provides an original contribution to the subject, the 


appropriateness of the data and research methodology, and the validity and reliability of data used 


to test the argument. 


 


Paper Proposal (10% of grade) 


Due January 29.  Students are required to submit a detailed overview of the research paper they 


intend to complete during the semester.  This will include four parts.  First, the student will 


complete a title page that includes an abstract summarizing the intended paper.  Second, the student 


will summarize relevant literature that has been published on the research question.  Third, the 


student will detail the shortcomings and/or gaps in this literature, and specifically describe what 


they intend to do to remedy the deficiency.  In short, what will the paper do that has not already 







 


 


been done in other studies?  Fourth, students should provide an explicit discussion of the data 


sources (including specific sources and variable description) that will help them complete the 


project.  There should be clear justification for the data sources chosen, including an explanation 


as to why one dataset or variable was chosen over an alternative.  Successful completion of this 


assignment will require a detailed knowledge of the literature and data sources.  It is absolutely 


essential to fully commit to this assignment quickly, as it will be evaluated very critically. 


 


Paper Draft 1 


Due March 4.   


This is not a “rough” draft. It should be complete and represent the student’s best effort.   


This draft will include an introduction that clearly articulates a specific research question, reviews 


relevant academic literature, presents a clear theoretical argument, includes a discussion of data 


sources and coding, presents a first effort at analyzing the data (either qualitative or quantitative), 


and should be fully cited using APSA’s in-text citation format (plus page numbers).  The draft 


should also address the instructor’s comments from the proposal.  If any suggestions are not 


utilized, the draft should be accompanied by a memo that justifies omission (examples of a memo 


will be provided).  This draft should be in the range of 7,000-9,000 words, including any tables, 


figures, and works cited pages. 


The paper will be evaluated as if the instructor is reviewing for a peer-reviewed journal. 


 


Paper Draft 2: 


Due April 15.  This will be a full and revised draft of a serious research paper and will have either 


addressed all previous comments from the instructor and classmates, or, in memo form, provide a 


justification for why the comment was not addressed.  Specifically, the explanation will need to 


explain why the instructor’s suggestion was inappropriate.  It will be very difficult to earn a grade 


above C is multiple comments are not competently addressed either in the paper or the memo.   


Complete drafts will generally be between 8,000 and 10,000 words.  An “A” grade on this draft 


means the paper is ready for a major conference and (with limited additional work) shows the 


potential to eventually be published. 


 


Presentation/Discussant 


Each student will present their paper during a poster session at the end of the semester. 


Students will also act as discussants for their classmates.  For the purposes of this class, this will 


require students to ask informed questions about and provide helpful insights for their classmates.  


Students are not asked to comment on all presentations, however, they should anticipate being 


active for each panel.   


 


Originality 


ALL elements of each assignment submitted by the student should be their original work.  It is not 


permissible to copy and paste tables, figures, pictures, or other non-original materials from other 


sources, even if those sources are properly referenced.  Exceptions will only be made when two 


conditions are met.  First, the student must demonstrate that generating a table or figure that meets 







 


 


the purpose of the desired figure is not possible.  Second, the student must provide documentation 


that they have received permission from both the original author and the publisher.  The use 


of items openly available for public use will be permitted case-by-case.  Permission to use these 


sources will require meeting the first criteria above and demonstrating a copyright is not being 


violated. 


 


Grading Scale 
This grading scale assumes students will be good classroom citizens.  


The instructor reserves the right to penalize students that cause 


classroom disruptions.  In short, a disruption can be thought of as any 


behavior that is not appropriate to a classroom setting and distracts either 


the instructor or other students. 


 


VII. Grade Dissemination 


Graded tests and materials in this course will be returned individually 


only by request. Assume each component of the grade will be graded 


one week after submission.  You can access your scores at any time 


using "myUCF Grades" in the portal.  If the grade is not available 


online, assume your assignment has not been graded.  Please note that 


scores returned mid-semester are unofficial grades. If you need help 


accessing myUCF Grades, see the online tutorial: https://myucfgrades.ucf.edu/help/. 


 


VIII. Course Policies 


Late Work Policy:  


As a rule, late work will not be accepted and assignments not submitted on time will receive a 


grade of 0.  Requests for extensions, regardless of the justification, will be given fair 


consideration when the request is made more than 48 hours prior to the due date.  “Last minute” 


requests will not be viewed favorably unless a reasonable excuse can be documented. 


 


Grades of "Incomplete":  


The current university policy concerning incomplete grades will be followed in this course. 


Incomplete grades are given only in situations where unexpected emergencies prevent a student 


from completing the course and the remaining work can be completed the next semester. Your 


instructor is the final authority on whether you qualify for an incomplete. Incomplete work must 


be finished by the end of the subsequent semester or the “I” will automatically be recorded as an 


“F” on your transcript. 


 


Rewrite Policy:  


No rewrites are available in this class. 


Essay/Written Work Commentary Policy:  


Commentary on essays will be delivered in written format, at the end of the essay. However, 


upon request, an alternate delivery method can be used.  


 


 


 


Grading Scale (%) 


94-100  A 


90-93.99  A- 


87-89.99  B+ 


84-86.99  B 


80-83.99  B- 


77-79.99  C+ 


74-76.99  C 


70-73.99  C- 


67-69.99  D+ 


64-66.99  D 


60-63.99  D- 


0 – 59.99  F 



https://myucfgrades.ucf.edu/help/





 


 


IX. Course Policies: Technology and Media 


Email:  


The instructor will make a strong effort to respond to all emails by 5:00 p.m. the day the message 


is received.   


 The subject line of all emails should include “CPO 6091” or another indicator that 


identifies the message as relevant to the class. I will prioritize emails coming from 


students enrolled in the class.  In other words, emails with unclear subjects will 


likely have a delayed response 


 Emails should include a salutation.   


 Students, per university policy, are required to correspond with their official 


Knights email address. 


 Due to prior issues with Canvas/Webcourses, I strongly recommend using Outlook 


to draft direct emails to jonathan.powell@ucf.edu.  Anticipate delayed responses if 


messaging through webcourses. 


 Students should first consult the syllabus regarding basic requirements (this will 


usually save you time). 


 


Laptop and Electronic Usage:  


As a rule, all electronics should be turned off and be out of sight for the duration of the class 


unless the student provides a compelling reason in advance of the class or is instructed by the 


professor.  Note taking is not a sufficient excuse, and growing evidence suggests students 


recording notes via an electronic device are far less likely to retain information than those who 


take notes by hand (e.g., Mueller and Oppenheimer 2014).   


 


In practice, this policy will only be enforced if the device provides a distraction to either the 


instructor or other students.  Keep in mind, the degree to which the instructor other students 


might be distracted by your computer, ipad, cell phone, etc., is not completely in your control.  


Each violation of this policy will result in a 3% deduction in the cumulative grade at the end of 


the semester. 


 


X. Course Policies 


Disability Access:  


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all 


persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students 


who need accommodations must be registered with Student Disability Services, Ferrell 


Commons Room 185, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before 


requesting accommodations from the professor. 


 


Attendance Policy:  


Attendance will be taken during each session but presence alone is not sufficient to earn points 


for the “Attendance and Discussion” part of the grade.  Participation in class discussions will be 


regularly monitored.  Students will be informed of their current participation grade after spring 


break. 


 


Professionalism Policy:  
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Per university policy and classroom etiquette; mobile phones, iPods, etc. must be silenced 


during all classroom and lab lectures. Those not heeding this rule will be asked to leave the 


classroom immediately so as to not disrupt the learning environment and are subject to the 3% 


penalty for each offense. Please arrive on time for all class meetings. Students who habitually 


disturb the class by talking, arriving late, etc., face similar penalties. 


 


Academic Conduct Policy:  


Academic dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated.  If you are uncertain as to what 


constitutes academic dishonesty, please consult The Golden Rule, the University of Central 


Florida's Student Handbook (http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/) for further details.  As in all 


University courses, The Golden Rule Rules of Conduct will be applied.  Violations of these rules 


will result in a record of the infraction being placed in your file and receiving a zero on the work 


in question AT A MINIMUM.  At the instructor’s discretion, you may also receive a failing 


grade for the course.  Episodes of plagiarism will result in an automatic failure of the class and I 


will forward the case to Office of Student Conduct with a recommendation for expulsion.   


 


Turinitin.com:  


In this course we will utilize turnitin.com, an automated system which instructors can use to 


quickly and easily compare each student's assignment with billions of web sites, as well as an 


enormous database of student papers that grows with each submission. Accordingly, you will be 


expected to submit all assignments in both hard copy and electronic format. After the assignment 


is processed, as instructor I receive a report from turnitin.com that states if and how another 


author’s work was used in the assignment. For a more detailed look at this process visit 


http://www.turnitin.com.  Essays are due at turnitin.com the same day as in class.  


 


University Writing Center:  


The University Writing Center (UWC) is a free resource for UCF undergraduates and graduates. 


At the UWC, a trained writing consultant will work individually with you on anything you're 


writing (in or out of class), at any point in the writing process from brainstorming to editing. 


Appointments are recommended, but not required. For more information or to make an 


appointment, visit the UWC website at http://www.uwc.ucf.edu, stop by MOD 608, or call 


407.823.2197. 


 


Religious Observances 


Students are expected to notify their instructor in advance if they intend to miss class to observe 


a holy day of their religious faith. For a current schedule of major religious holidays, see the 


Faculty Center’s main web page under “Calendars,” and for additional information, contact the 


Office of Diversity Initiatives at 407-823-6479. 


  



http://www.turnitin.com/





 


 


XI. SCHEDULE (subject to change) 


 


JANUARY 12: CLASS INTRODUCTION 


 Geddes, Barbara, Joseph Wright, and Erica Frantz. 2014. “Autocratic 


Breakdown and Regime Transitions.” Perspectives on Politics 12(2): 313-331. 


 Kendall-Taylor, Andrea, and Erica Frantz. 2014. “How Autocracies Fall.” The 


Washington Quarterly 37(1):35-47. 


 Cheibub, José, Jennifer Gandhi, and James Vreeland. 2010. “Democracy and 


Dictatorship Revisited.” Public Choice 143(1):67-101.  Only read 67-90. 


 


JANUARY 19: THE RULES OF THE GAME 


 Mainwaring, Scott, and Matthew Shugart. 1997. “Juan Linz, Presidentialism, and 


Democracy: A Critical Appraisal.” Comparative Politics 29(4):449-471. 


 Cheibub, José Antonio. 2002. “Minority Governments, Deadlock Situations, and 


the Survival of Presidential Democracies.” Comparative Political Studies 


35(3):284-312. 


 Svolik, Milan. 2008. “Authoritarian Reversals and Democratic Consolidation.” 


American Political Science Review 102(2):153-163. 


 Moser, Robert. 1999. “Electoral Systems and the Number of Parties in 


Postcommunist States.” World Politics 51(3):359-384. 


 Morgenstein, Scott, & Javier Vasquez-D’Elia. 2007. “Electoral Laws, Parties, 


and Party Systems in Latin America.” Annual Review of Political Science 


10:143-168. 


 Tsebelis, George. 1995. “Decision Making in Political Systems: Veto Players in 


Presidentialism, Parliamentarism, Multicameralism, and Multipartyism.” British 


Journal of Political Science 25(3):289-325. 


 Fjelde, Hanne. 2010. “Generals, Dictators, and Kings: Authoritarian Regimes 


and Civil Conflict, 1973-2004.” Conflict Management and Peace Science 


27(3):195-218. 


 


JANUARY 26: POWER SHARING 


 SKIM: Lijphart, Arend. 1969. “Consociational Democracy.” World Politics 


21(2):207-225. 


 Lijphart, Arend. 2004. “Constitutional Design for Divided Societies.” Journal of 


Democracy 15(2):96-109. 


 Spears, Ian. 2002. “Africa: The Limits of Power Sharing.” Journal of Democracy 


13(3):124-136. 


 Magaloni, Beatriz, and Ruth Kricheli. 2010. “Political Order and One-Party Rule.” 


Annual Review of Political Science 13:123-143. 







 


 


 Boix, Carles, and Milan Svolik. 2013. “The Foundations of Limited Authoritarian 


Government: Institutions, Commitment, and Power-Sharing in Dictatorships.” 


Journal of Politics 75(2):300-316. 


 Reuter, Ora John, and Jennifer Gandhi. 2011. “Economic Performance and Elite 


Defection from Hegemonic Parties.” British Journal of Political Science 41(1):83-


110. 


 Chapman, Thomas, and Philip Roeder. 2007. “Partition as a Solution to Wars of 


Nationalism: The Importance of Institutions.” American Political Science Review 


101(4):677-691. 


 Thyne, Clayton. 2012. “Information, Commitment, and Intra-War Bargaining: The 


Effect of Governmental Constraints on Civil War Duration.” International Studies 


Quarterly 56:307-321. 


 


FEBRUARY 2: SOCIAL INFLUENCES ON POLITICAL INSTITUTIONS 


 SKIM: Lipset, Seymour Martin. 1959. “Some Social Requisites of Democracy: 


Economic Development and Political Legitimacy.” American Political Science 


Review 53(1):69-105. 


 Paxton, Pamela, Sheri Kunovich, and Melanie Hughes. 2007. “Gender in 


Politics.” Annual Review of Sociology 33:263-284. 


 Arriola, Leonardo. 2009. “Patronage and Political Stability in Africa.” 


Comparative Political Studies 42(10):1339-1362. 


 Sanborn, Howard, and Clayton Thyne. 2013. “Learning Democracy: Education 


and the Fall of Authoritarian Regimes.” British Journal of Political Science 


44(4):773-797. 


 Posner, Daniel. 2004. “The Political Salience of Cultural Difference: Why 


Chewas and Tumbukas are Allies in Zambia and Adversaries in Malawi.” 


American Political Science Review 98(4):529-545. 


 Wantchekon, Leonard. 2003. “Clientelism and Voting Behavior: Evidence from 


a Field Experiment in Benin.” World Politics 55(3):399-402. 


 Beer, Caroline. 2009. “Democracy and Gender Equality.” Studies in 


Comparative International Development 44:212-227. 


 


FEBRUARY 9: INTERNATIONAL INFLUENCES ON DOMESTIC POLITICS 


 Leeson, Peter, and Andrea Dean. 2009. “The Democratic Domino Theory: An 


Empirical Investigation.” American Journal of Political Science 53(3):533-551. 


 Pevehouse, Jon. 2002. “Democracy from the Outside In? International 


Organizations and Democratization.” International Organization 56(3):515-549. 


 Souaré, Issaka. 2014. “The African Union as a Norm Entrepreneur on military 


Coups d’état in Africa: An Empirical Assessment.” Journal of Modern African 


Studies 52(1):69-94. 







 


 


 Marinov, Nikolay, and Hein Goemans. 2014. “Coups and Democracy.” British 


Journal of Political Science 44:799-825. 


 Thyne, Clayton, and Jonathan Powell. Forthcoming. “Coup d’état or Coup 


d’autocracy? How Coups Impact Democratization, 1950-2008.” Foreign Policy 


Analysis. 


 


FEBRUARY 16: INTERNATIONAL INFLUENCES ON DOMESTIC POLITICS 


 Levitsky, Steven, and Lucan Way. 2006. “Linkage versus Leverage: Rethinking 


the International Dimension of Regime Change.” Comparative Politics 


38(4):379-400. 


 Wright, Joseph. 2009. “How Foreign Aid can Foster Democratization in 


Authoritarian Regimes.” American Journal of Political Science 53(3):552-571. 


 Milner, Helen, and Bumba Bukherjee. 2009. “Democratization and Economic 


Globalization.” Annual Review of Political Science 12:163-181. 


 Richard, David, and Ronald Gelleny. 2007. “Women’s Status and Economic 


Globalization.” International Studies Quarterly 51:855-876. 


 Milner, Helen, and Bumba Mukherjee. 2009. “Democratization and Economic 


Globalization.” Annual Review of Political Science 12:163-181. 


 Li, Quan, and Rafael Reuveny. 2003. “Economic Globalization and 


Democracy.” British Journal of Political Science 33(1):29-54. 


 


FEBRUARY 23: DETERMINANTS OF DEMOCRATIZATION 


 Teorell, Jan. Determinants of Democratization. Full Book. 


 


MARCH 1: DEMOCRACY AND ELECTIONS IN AFRICA 


 Lindberg, Staffan. Democracy & Elections in Africa.  


 


MARCH 8: SPRING BREAK 


 


MARCH 15: ELECTORAL PROTEST AND DEMOCRACY 


 Beaulieu, Emily. Electoral Protest and Democracy in the Developing World. 


Full Book. 


 


MARCH 22: THE ARMED FORCES 


 Feaver, Peter. 1999. “Civil-Military Relations.” Annual Review of Political 


Science 2:211-241. 


 Powell, Jonathan, and Clayton Thyne. 2011. “Global Instances of Coups, 1950-


2010.” Journal of Peace Research 48(2):249-259. 


 Geddes, Barbara, Erica Frantz, and Joseph Wright. 2014. “Military Rule.” 


Annual Review of Political Science 17:147-162. 


 Belkin, Aaron, and Evan Schofer. 2003. “Toward a Structural Understanding of 


Coup Risk.” Journal of Conflict Resolution 47(5):594-620. (Only read 594-609). 







 


 


 Miller, Michael. 2012. “Economic Development, Violent Leader Removal, and 


Democratization.” American Journal of Political Science 56(4):1002-1020. 


 Lindberg, Staffan, and John Clark. 2008. “Does Democratization Reduce the 


Risk of Military Interventions in Politics in Africa?” Democratization 15(1):86-


105. 


 Clark, John. 2007. “The Decline of the African Military Coup.” Journal of 


Democracy 18(3):141-155. 


 


MARCH 29: DOMESTIC INSTITUTIONS AND FOREIGN POLICY 


 Bueno de Mesquita, and Alastair Smith. 2012. “Domestic Explanations of 


International Relations.” Annual Review of Political Science 15:161-181. 


 Lai, Brian, and Dan Slater. 2006. “Institutions of the Offensive: Domestic 


Sources of Dispute Initiation in Authoritarian Regimes, 1950-1992.” American 


Journal of Political Science 50(1):113-126. 


 Gelpi, Christopher, and Peter D. Feaver. 2002. “Speak Softly and Carry a Big 


Stick? Veterans in the Political Elite and the American Use of Force.” American 


Political Science Review 96(4):779-793. 


 Pilster, Ulrich, and Tobias Bohmelt. 2011. “Coup-Proofing and Military 


Effectiveness in Interstate Wars, 1967-1999.” Conflict Management and Peace 


Science 28(4):331-350. 


 Koch, Michael, and Sarah Fulton. 2011. “In the Defense of Women: Gender, 


Office Holding, and National Security Policy in Established Democracies.” 


Journal of Politics 73(1):1-16. 


 Lawless, Jennifer. 2004. “Women, War, and Winning Elections: Gender 


Stereotyping in the Post-September 11th Era.” Political Research Quarterly 


57(3):479-490. 


 


APRIL 5: DICTATORS AT WAR 


 Weeks, Jessica. Dictators at War and Peace. Chapters 1-4 


 Talmadge, Caitlin. The Dictator’s Army. Chapters 1-2, 5 


 


APRIL 12: DICTATORS AT WAR 


 Weeks, Jessica. Dictators at War and Peace. Chapters 5-6 


 Talmadge, Caitlin. The Dictator’s Army. Chapters 3-4 


 


APRIL 19: NATURAL RESOURCES AND POLITICAL INSTITUTIONS 


 Snyder, Jack. 2006. “Does Lootable Wealth Breed Disorder? A Political 


Economy of Extraction Framework.” Comparative Political Studies 39(8):943-


968. 


 Luong, Pauline Jones, and Erika Weinthal. 2006. “Rethinking the Resource 


Curse: Ownership Structure, Institutional Capacity, and Domestic Constraints.” 


Annual Review of Political Science 9:241-263. 







 


 


 Houle, Christian. 2009. “Inequality and Democracy: Why Inequality Harms 


Consolidation but does not Affect Democratization.” World Politics 61(4):589-


622. 


 Fearon, James. 2005. “Primary Commodity Exports and Civil War.” Journal of 


Conflict Resolution 49(4):483-507. 


 Smith, Benjamin. 2004. “Oil Wealth and Regime Survival in the Developing 


World, 1960-1999.” American Journal of Political Science 48(2):232-246. 


 


APRIL 26: POSTER PRESENTATIONS 
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SYLLABUS 
Mass Media & Politics 


University of Central Florida 
SPRING  2016 


Professor Mark Logas                                                                       Class Meets: Tuesday/Thursday 3pm-4:15pm 
Phone: 407-299-5000 Ext. 2028                                         Room: PSY-106 
E-Mail: Mark.Logas@ucf.edu                               Course: POS 3235 
Office Location: Outside Hall-PSY-106 
 
 


POS 3235 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Influence of media on campaigns, public officials, public opinion, the definition of political news, and selected public 
policies. Course Credit Hours: 3  


 
 


MAJOR TOPICS/CONCEPTS/SKILLS/ISSUES 
• Evolution of the Media in Politics  
• Print, Broadcast, Cable, Satellite, and Internet/Social Media   
• News: Journalism, Entertainment, Conflict, Investigative  
• Agenda Setting  
• Media Coverage of Campaigns and Elections  
• The Media: Foreign Policy Initiatives and Coverage of War  
• Government in the Sunshine  
• Constitutional Protection of a Free Press, Federal Communications Commission  
• Government's Use of the Media  
• Censorship: Prior Restraint and Free Speech Protection  
 
 


REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS & REGULARLY RESEARCHED WEBSITES 
Darrell M. West. 2013. Air Wars 1952-2012. 6th Edition. CQ Press  ISBN: 978-1-4522-3991-0 
Attkisson, Sharyl. 2014. Stonewalled. Harper  New York  ISBN: 978-0-06-232284-5 
Mason, J. Cheney. 2014. Justice In America. TitleTown  Green Bay, Wisconsin  ISBN: 0-9911938-8-1     
____ 


ABC News, CBS News, NBC News, Fox News, CNN, Washington Post, Washington Times, New York Times, New 
York Post, Drudge Report, Orlando Sentinel, WESH, WKMG, WFTV, FOX35, Huffington Post, Rush Limbaugh 


 
 


STUDENT PREPARATION & EVALUATION 
Students who enroll in this course are expected to demonstrate maturity, responsibility, professionalism, respect for 
differing viewpoints, and a general understanding of the relationship between government and media in a free society.  
------- 


Class meetings will follow a combination lecture/discussion format. Students are expected to come to class prepared 
to discuss assigned reading from the text reading and to meet other course requirements outlined in your syllabus. 
Lectures, discussions, video presentations, and guest speakers will not always parallel text material. Exam material 
will include subjects covered in class as well as text reading assignments which may not be covered in class.  
------- 


Class attendance and participation will impact your final grade. The evaluation method: Meaningful Participation 
in each class=Excellent/Above Average; Occasional Participation=Average; Little or No Participation=Below 
Average/Failing. Participation grades will be assigned based on the student’s contributions throughout the semester.  
------- 


Students with disabilities who qualify for academic accommodations must provide notification from the Student 
Accessibility Services Office and discuss specific needs with the instructor, during the first two weeks of class.  
------- 


Audio/Video recording of any portion of the class and/or posting of comments made by students and the instructor 
is strictly prohibited and will be considered a violation of privacy rights. This includes social media websites, 
including but not limited to: YouTube, Facebook, Twitter, MySpace, Blogs, and news media. 
 
 


UCF KNIGHTS E-MAIL COMMUNICATION, CLASS ANNOUNCEMENTS 
UCF uses e-mail as the official means of notifying students of important university business. Every student must 
register for, and maintain a Knights E-mail account at http://www.knightsemail.ucf.edu and check it regularly. 
Throughout the semester, I will send important information to your assigned Knights E-mail account.  
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I will not discuss or share any class or grade information through the Internet unless you send a specific 
written request to me through your UCF account. I will only discuss course content and performance through 
your assigned UCF student account. Non-UCF based e-mails are automatically deleted without being read. 
 


UCF does not accept responsibility if official communication fails to reach a student who has not registered for, or 
maintained and checked on a regular basis, their Knights E-Mail account. 
 


ATTENDANCE POLICY-UNEXCUSED ABSENCES 
Attendance is expected and will contribute to course grades. Attendance will be taken at the beginning of class. 
Five (5) points will be deducted from the attendance grade for each scheduled class that is missed throughout the 
semester. Students who arrive late to class or leave before class is dismissed will be counted as absent. 
Students who arrive late or are absent on the day a guest speaker is in class will lose ten (10) points.  


 


ATTENDANCE-QUIZZES & WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS 
 There will be two Quiz/Written Assignments this semester. The first assignment deals with controversial court cases 


and police/citizen related shootings. The second assignment deals with campaign ads, elections, and voter fraud.   
------- 


       Late papers are not accepted. Quiz/Papers not turned in by the deadline will earn a zero (0) grade.  
------- 


       If you believe that you might be sick the day your paper is due, experience printer problems, or encounter traffic  
       problems, it is your responsibility to turn your paper in early, prior to the deadline.  


------- 


       Electronic submissions are not accepted and will be deleted. Papers may not be turned in by other students. 
 


ATTENDANCE-ELECTRONIC DEVICES AND CELLULAR PHONE POLICY 
All iPods, iPads, iPhones, cellular phones, pagers, and electronic recording devices must be turned off or placed 
on a silent mode and out of sight during class. If you leave during class to answer a silent call or text please do not 
return as these interruptions are rude and disruptive to the learning process. Students who fail to comply with 
this rule will be asked to leave the classroom, receiving a grade of “0” toward their participation grade. If there is an 
emergency situation warranting the silent mode use of a cell phone during class, notify me in writing prior to class.  


 


STUDENT CONDUCT & ACADEMIC BEHAVIOR STANDARDS 
 Students are subject to federal and state laws and local ordinances as well as regulations prescribed by the University 


of Central Florida and the Florida Board of Governors. The breach or violation of any of these laws or regulations 
may result in disciplinary action. Detailed conduct regulations and procedures are presented in The Golden Rule. 


 


The University of Central Florida is committed to a policy of honesty in academic affairs. Conduct that comprises a 
breach of this policy may result in academic action and/or disciplinary action. Academic action affects student 
assignments, examinations or grades. Disciplinary action affects student enrollment status. Examples of conduct for 
which students may be subject to academic and/or disciplinary penalties including expulsion are: 


~Cheating, whereby non-permissible written, visual, electronic or oral assistance including that obtained from   
    another student is utilized on examinations, course assignments, or projects. The unauthorized possession or  
    use of examination or course related material shall also constitute cheating. 
 


~Plagiarism, whereby another’s work is used or appropriated without any indication of the source, thereby    
attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s own. Any student failing to properly credit 
ideas or materials taken from another has plagiarized. 


 


~Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling notes, handouts, etc. without authorization or using them for any  
commercial purpose without the express written permission of the University and the Instructor is a violation of 
this rule. 


 


Note: A student who has assisted another in any of the aforementioned breach of standards shall be considered  
    equally culpable. In cases of cheating or plagiarism, the instructor may take appropriate academic action  
    ranging from loss of credit for a specific assignment, examination, or project to removal from the course with a  
    grade of “F.” 


    


Note: The primary responsibility for managing the classroom environment rests with the professor.  
 


           Students who display disruptive behavior that detracts from the learning experience of other students  
           will be asked to leave the classroom.   


 


GUEST SPEAKER SERIES 
     Students will have an opportunity to enhance their knowledge of the relationship between the mass media and  
      government by listening to professionals who will share their experiences and by asking questions of our guest  
      speakers. Students are expected to show respect to guest speakers. Class etiquette when Guest Speakers are    
      present will play a major role in your Attendance/Participation grade.  
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VIDEO SERIES 
     Students will view actual news events highlighting historical moments in politics between 1960 and 2009 and how the  
      media covered those events, including: Presidential campaigns and elections, the Civil Rights Movement, 9/11,  
      Foreign Policy, Scandal, Political assassinations, the Iraq War, and NASA.   
 


EXAMS 
      A portion of the course grade will be determined by the student’s performance on two exams (1 Mid-Term Exam and 


1 Final Exam). Each exam will consist of term/concept identification and essay topics. The exam schedule can be 
found on the tentative assignment sheet. Students will take exams in the classroom. The exams will evaluate the 
student’s ability to use diverse resources outside of class to research the pros/cons of the topics that are discussed, 
assess critical thinking skills, and measure college level writing skills. Any student not taking the final exam will earn 
a final grade of “F”.  


 


There will be no early exams allowed unless arrangements are made with the instructor at least one week prior to the 
scheduled exam. It is the student’s responsibility to contact the instructor if a medical emergency situation or family 
death arises prior to an exam. Failure to notify the instructor prior to the missed exam will result in a zero (0) grade 
on the exam. There will be no make-up exams given if proper documentation of the above situation is not 
provided. Make-up exams will be given at the instructor’s convenience. There will be no make-up Final Exams. 
 


In addition to the cellular phone/pager attendance policy, STUDENTS WHO BRING THEIR 
CELLULAR PHONES and/or ELECTRONIC DEVICES TO CLASS ON EXAM DAY AND OPENLY 
DISPLAY THEM DURING THE EXAM WILL BE ASKED TO LEAVE THE ROOM. IN ADDITION, A 
GRADE OF “0” WILL BE ASSIGNED FOR THAT SCHEDULED EXAM. Students who bring their cellular 
phones and/or pagers to class on exam dates must turn them off and keep them out of sight during the exam.  


 


COURSE GRADES 
  Final Course grades will be determined by: 


 -Attendance/Participation/Guest Speaker series (25%) 
 -Quizzes/Written Assignments (25%) 
 -Mid Term Exam (25%) 
 -Final Exam (25%)  


The average will be evaluated on the following scale: 92 - 100 = A  78 -   79 = C+ 
    90 -   91 = A-   72 -   77 = C 
  88 -   89 = B+  70 -   71 = C-   
    82 -   87 = B  68 -   69 = D+ 
  80 -   81 = B-    62 -   67 = D  
     60 -   61 = D-   
         0 -   59 = F 
WITHDRAWAL POLICY 
      Students may withdraw from a class and receive the notation of “W” until the date noted in the “Academic Calendar” 
      online at http://www.registrar.ucf.edu/calendar/academic. A student may withdraw from courses using myUCF at  
      https://my.ucf.edu, or by visiting the Registrar’s Office (MH 161), certain college advising offices, or a Regional  
      Campus records office. Students seeking to withdraw in person must sign the request and must provide photo  
      identification. The official date of withdrawal is the date the University receives the withdrawal request. Withdrawing  
      from classes may have financial aid, NCAA eligibility or international visa consequences. Students should seek  
      appropriate advisement prior to withdrawing from a class. The Withdrawal Deadline is: MARCH 23, 2016. 
  


      A student is not automatically withdrawn from a class for not attending, nor can an instructor withdraw a student from  
      a class. No withdrawal is permitted after the deadline except in extraordinary circumstances. Unsatisfactory academic     
      performance is not an acceptable reason for withdrawal after the deadline.  
 


OFFICE HOURS  
  Tuesday/Thursday:  2:45 p.m. –  3:00 p.m.  Student area outside PSY-106  
  Tuesday/Thursday:  5:45 p.m. –  6:00 p.m.  Student area outside CB1-319 


~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 


Changes in the syllabus and/or schedule may be made at anytime during the term by 
announcement of the professor. It is your responsibility to stay informed of any changes. 
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TENTATIVE CLASS SCHEDULE 


 
 


CLASS    TOPIC    RESEARCH TO BE CONDUCTED 
1/12  Class introduction-Overview of Semester 
& 1/14 Casey Anthony/George Zimmerman Guilty? Not Guilty? Tried & convicted in the Media, acquitted by jury 
 Michael Brown-Walter Scott-Eric Garner   Hands Up, Don’t Shoot - Video vs No Video…Does it matter? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
1/19  Race Students are required to research how the Media covers race issues and 
& 1/21           Charles Thornton-Dylann Roof Kirkwood and Charleston 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
1/26            Gay Rights  Gay Rights-Tolerance versus Free Speech Rights  
& 1/28         
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
2/2           2nd Amendment School, Mall, Government Installations, Chicago shootings  
& 2/4         Immigration Illegal Immigration, Fed/State Responsibility, Amnesty, Political 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________  
2/9             Video Presentation Democracy Under Pressure: Mass Media & Politics 1960-2008          
& 2/11       Foreign Policy Media coverage and influence in Foreign Policy decisions 
  Iran, Iraq, Syria, Libya, Russia, Ukraine, Crimea, Central America            
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
2/16           War Afghanistan and Iraq-Presidents Bush & Obama     
& 2/18          
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
2/23           Terrorism What is the role of Media and Government? ISIS and Current Events 
& 2/25          Video Presentation                A Day In The Life of 9/11-CBS News: 60 Minutes II      
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
3/1  Mid-Term Exam (covers topics between 1/12/16 and 2/18/16) 
& 3/3 Election Campaign Unit Air Wars 1952-2012, Campaign Ads, Voter Fraud               
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
3/8 & 3/10  Spring Break Holiday-No Classes 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
3/15           Election Campaign Unit Air Wars 1952-2012, Campaign Ads, Voter Fraud               
& 3/17      Air Wars Quiz Due: Thursday, March 17, 2016 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________  
3/22           Affordable Care Act-ObamaCare Did the United States Supreme Court Get It Right? 10th Amendment  
& 3/24        
_____________________________________________________________________________________________  
3/29           Global Warming Man-made or natural?  
& 3/31   
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
4/5             Scandals? IRS, NSA, Fast & Furious, Benghazi, ObamaCare, Global Warming 
& 4/7 Sharyl Attkisson-Stonewalled        
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
4/12 State & Local News Coverage Do local government leaders get the same scrutiny as state and national 
& 4/14          leaders? Taxes, Schools-Common Core, Eminent Domain, Crime 
  Terri Schiavo 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________                 
4/19 Video Presentation Investigative News Reporting of State & Local Government 
& 4/21 Investigative News Broadcast & Cable News Networks, Local Media, Stonewalled . 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
4/28 Final Exam THURSDAY, APRIL 28, 2016 
  1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. 








Course Syllabus 


Spring Semester 2016 
  


Instructor Contact 


• Instructor: Christopher Olds, Ph.D. 
• Office: 302R 
• Office Hours: Tuesday 12:30 pm to 2:50 pm EST, and Thursday 12:30 pm to 2:50 pm EST. 
• Phone: 407-823-2659 
• E-mail: christopher.olds@ucf.edu 


Course Information 


• Course Name: Minorities in American Politics 
• Course ID & Section: PUP 3314-0W59 
• Credit Hours: 3 
• Semester/Year: Spring 2016 
• Location: Online Asynchronous 


Course Description 
Historical and contemporary role of minority groups in the American political process, including an examination of their electoral significance and 
relevant legislative, executive, and judicial policies. PREREQUISITES: ENC 1102 or POS 2041 or consent of the instructor. 


Course Objectives 
As the instructor of this course, I expect that my students at the end of the course will: 


• Be able to discern the difficulties in trying to measure and evaluate social phenomena. 
• Be able to review, analyze, and connect preexisting research in a useful and coherent way. 
• Be able to express arguments rooted in substantive evidence. 
• Be able to respectfully and intelligently critique arguments made by others. 
• Be able to develop a writing style that is focused and informative for readers. 
• Be able to communicate your ideas to others with precision and clarity. 
• Be able to harness technological tools to construct a critical assessment of concepts. 
• Be able to critique research on relationships that exist between prominent minority groups and major 


political institutions. 
• Be able to discuss areas of disagreement and debate on prominent social and political issues affecting 


minority groups in America. 
• Be able to evaluate the historical and contextual factors that help explain social and political 


inequality in America. 


Required Textbooks 


• Shaw, Todd, Louis DeSipio, Dianne Pinderhughes, and Toni-Michelle C. Travis. 2015. Uneven Roads: An Introduction to U.S. Racial and Ethnic Politics. 
Washington, D.C.: CQ Press. 


• CQ Researcher. 2015. Issues in Race and Ethnicity. 7th Edition. Washington, D.C.: CQ Press. 
• All other required materials will come primarily from the electronic holdings of the UCF Library. A link to reach the materials will be posted within the 


corresponding week in which it is assigned on the course schedule. 


Course Requirements 
The course requires successful completion of several assignments that at all times adhere to existing UCF standards of academic integrity, as well as 
standards pertaining to the display of respect for others within the learning environment. Details of all of these aspects are discussed in greater detail in the 
ensuing sections of the syllabus, as well as the course expectations page within the Week One module. 


Missed Assignments/Make-Ups/Extra Credit 
Due to the nature of the class, late assignments are not accepted unless a note from an appropriate source 
confirms a university excused reason for the work needing to be submitted late. Students must provide legitimate documentation for any instance where a 
student will not meet an assignment deadline that meets university guidelines for a permissible absence. This documentation must be provided the same 







business week of the absence. Documentation can be left in the department main office and should be time-stamped by an office worker. Once legitimate 
documentation has been provided, students will be provided an opportunity to submit the assignment at a time agreed upon by both instructor and student. 


No extra credit is offered in the course. 


Evaluation and Grading 
Final grades are out of one hundred points possible (a Z designation represents academic dishonesty) – 


Letter Grade Points 


A 91.5-100 points 


A- 90.0-91.4 points 


B+ 88.6-89.9 points 


B 81.5-88.5 points 


B- 80.0-81.4 points 


C+ 78.6-79.9 points 


C 71.5-78.5 points 


C- 70.0-71.4 points 


D+ 68.6-69.9 points 


D 61.5-68.5 points 


D- 60.0-61.4 points 


F 59.9 or less points 


   


Required Graded Course Items Points 


Class Discussion Participation  30 


Digital Presentation 20 


Annotated Bibliography 30 


Analytical Essays 20 


Total 100 


Description of Assignments 
Class Discussion Participation (30 points): For each week of the fifteen weeks of course instruction, a discussion prompt will be posted in the module for 
the corresponding week. Your initial analysis should be posted by Wednesday at 11:59 pm EST. The analysis should be 6 to 9 sentences in length. Upon 
posting of your response, you will see the perspectives of classmates in your specific discussion group. Respond to the posts made by two classmates by 
Sunday at 11:59 pm EST The responses to the posts of classmates should also be 6 to 9 sentences in length. Make a sincere attempt to reply to the posts 
classmates offer analyzing your initial analysis post. Students can earn up to 1 point for providing a thorough initial analysis of the discussion prompts, and 
can earn up to 1 point for engaging in a dialogue with classmates about both your own analytical post and their analytical post. 2 points total can be earned 
each week within the discussion thread. To help ensure you earn full credit, make sure all replies feature professional writing expected in an academic setting 
(proper grammar, spelling, etc.). Discussion posts cannot be edited after they have been submitted. Do not post your personal ideology and/or pure 
opinions; an impartial analysis of all perspectives is required. Please note the participation guidelines for this assignment in the "Attendance and 
Behavior Policy." 


Digital Presentation (20 points): In this project, students will create a digital presentation that analyzes the arguments presented in one of the “At Issue” 
debates for one of the twelve topics assigned in class from the CQ Researcher text. The student must produce the content themselves (e.g. provide their 
captions and/or narration in their own words). The digital presentation can be an audio only podcast, or an audiovisual short film. In the presentation, 
the student will compare and contrast the points made by the “Yes” and “No” arguments in the “At Issue” debate they select. The student will assess the 
strengths and weaknesses of each argument, and present information they have collected from reputable academic sources that justifies their position. A 
good tool to find academic sources is the UCF Library website. In the discussion, the student will state which position they found most persuasive, and offer 
an explanation for this view. The length of the digital presentation should be around six to ten minutes. 


There are many free options to record and post an audio only podcast, such as Chirbit, Clyp, or SoundCloud. More about these resources can be found on 
Google. There are a variety of options in terms of producing a free audiovisual short film, such as WeVideo or PowToon. 


All submissions must include a link that works to a page hosting the finished project (such as a SoundCloud page with playable audio, or a YouTube page 
with a playable film). It is the responsibility of the student to post their project in its finished state at the time of the deadline. If the student does not provide a 
working link to the project at the time of the deadline, they cannot receive credit for the assignment. It is essential that the student checks that the link they 







submit is to a digital presentation that can be played. Do not put your actual name on the page that hosts the submitted assignment; it will be possible to 
determine the name of the student submitting the assignment through webcourses@ucf/Canvas. This is done to protect student privacy. 


Refer to the course schedule for assignment due date. The scoring of this assignment is based on the following (out of 20 points possible) --- 
• 8 Points: The student presents a thorough comparison/analysis of the strengths and weaknesses of the arguments presented by each side of an “At Issue” 
debate using information collected by academic sources. The student in the presentation cites the actual sources of their information. The student provides an 
impartial and persuasive justification rooted in substantive evidence for why they believe one argument is more persuasive than the other argument provided 
in the “At Issue” debate 


• 8 Points: The student provides audio and/or visual content that is clear to follow, easy to understand, and does not use the words of others. Everything is 
presented in the student’s own words 


• 4 Points: The student provides sufficient detail in their presentation, such that the length of the presentation is around six to ten minutes in length. The 
content of the overall presentation is appropriate for an academic course 


Annotated Bibliography (30 points): Students will present a thorough review of previous research that pertains to an area of research in minority group 
politics that interests them. The important/major works in the research area should be detailed in the annotated bibliography. This means the research that is 
highly cited by other scholars in the research area needs to be covered. It is the responsibility of the student to summarize these major works and determine 
ways in which their findings have shaped how the research area is currently understood. 


Some potential examples of research that can be summarized in an annotated bibliography are the following: 


-Does friendly social contact with members of a minority group change the opinion held about that group? 


-What are the variables that predict whether members of a minority group participate politically? 


-What factors help to determine whether a member of a minority group assimilates or separates themselves from mainstream United States culture? 


-What determines whether different minority groups collaborate or compete with each other politically within communities? 


-Do legislators from a specific minority group actively use their political office to advance the interests of members from their group? 


In this assignment, students will offer a summary of at minimum ten sources that all pertain to the relevant topic of interest to them. The sources you select 
must evaluate a research question by collecting and evaluating information relevant to the question. For each source, you must summarize the following 
components: research question, research theory, research hypothesis, research method, and research findings. In each section, the student must provide a 
brief summary in their own words. All sources must be academic peer-reviewed sources (academic journal articles, books, and book chapters). 


For example, acceptable scholarly research sources include the following academic journals: American Journal of Political Science, Journal of 
Politics, Politics, Groups, and Identities, Du Bois Review: Social Science Research on Race, American Political Science Review, Race and Class, Race and 
Social Problems, Social Science Quarterly, Political Behavior, and Political Research Quarterly. In terms of books and book chapters, works from university 
presses (Cambridge University Press, Princeton University Press, Oxford University Press, University of Chicago Press, etc.) are ideal. The following are 
NOT ALLOWED as scholarly research sources: blogs, websites, newspaper articles, popular novels, mainstream magazine articles, think tank reports, and 
interest group newsletters. The intention of this assignment is to summarize scholarly research, not to summarize examples written in non-academic outlets. 


An example of the style of the annotated bibliography will be posted on webcourses@ucf/Canvas.  


Students must type the annotated bibliography in a word-processing computer program and follow specific formatting rules (12-pt. Times New Roman font, 
double spaced, and one inch margins on all sides). Microsoft Word .doc files are preferred. Students will be expected to avoid frequent spelling and 
grammatical errors. The student should cite all resources used by following the citation guidelines presented in the American Political Science Association 
Style Manual. Every annotated bibliography assignment must be checked for academic integrity by submitting the work to TurnItIn’s plagiarism monitor 
via webcourses@ucf/Canvas. Refer to the course schedule for assignment due date. 


Note: If you are in another one of my courses this semester, you are not allowed to submit the same annotated bibliography for multiple classes. If you have 
done an annotated bibliography for another instructor in another course, you cannot submit the same project. Students that are repeating this course from a 
prior semester cannot do the same subject area for the annotated bibliography. 


The scoring of this assignment is based on the following (out of 36 points possible) --- 
• 8 Points: The student collects at least ten relevant academic sources about a specific area regarding minority politics 


• 8 Points: The student provides a clear and informative summary in their own words of the five key research components for each source 


• 8 Points: The student provides accurate APSA style format citations for each academic source 


• 6 Points: The writing is easy to follow, and also avoids frequent spelling and grammatical errors 


Analytical Essays (20 points): For this assignment, students will be presented with prompts that they have several days to complete. The essays are open 
note and open book, but you cannot collaborate with anyone in completing the responses. All papers must be typed in a word-processing computer program 
and follow specific formatting rules (12-pt. Times New Roman font, double spaced, and one inch margins on all sides). Microsoft Word .doc files 
are preferred. Students will be expected to avoid frequent spelling and grammatical errors when writing their papers. The student should cite all course 
resources used when constructing responses using citation guidelines presented in the American Political Science Association Style Manual. Every 
submission must be checked for academic integrity by submitting the assignment to TurnItIn’s plagiarism monitor via webcourses@ucf/Canvas . 


Refer to the class schedule for distribution and due date of the analytical essay assignment item. Each separate prompt should be answered in their own 
separate essay. An individual essay must take the form of a traditional essay, with a clear beginning, middle, and end. Essays will be graded for accuracy, 
clarity, appropriate usage of course materials, and adherence to stylistic guidelines. While prompts should be answered in separate essays, all of the essays 
should be included in a single submission to webcourses@ucf/Canvas. In order to earn maximum credit, the prompts should cite and incorporate germane 
information from all course materials relevant to the prompt. 


Attendance and Behavior Policy 







The course is focused heavily on student participation. Active learning is a major emphasis in my approach to teaching. A major portion of class is devoted to 
class discussion that will occur in the discussion forum section of the webcourses@ucf/Canvas learning management system. A positive environment is a 
good learning environment, and is especially important in a course with little face-to-face interaction between students and the instructor. Students must show 
respect to their peers and the instructor at all times. 


Since we will be exchanging ideas and at times touch on controversial political topics through the online forum, you will in all likelihood encounter a statement 
you disagree with. Regardless, you must never belittle, shout down, insult, or mock another person for their position. Doing so can lead to a person’s 
dismissal from the course. The intention of the course is to learn about how to approach questions of human behavior through the framework of minority 
group politics. Any behavior that hinders the ability of others to learn the materials is not permissible. 


If students do not participate in class discussion for at least three class weeks, they will automatically receive a score of zero in the class 
discussion participation portion of the course. 


Academic Honesty 
No form of academic dishonesty (cheating, plagiarism, etc.) will be tolerated. As commonly defined, plagiarism consists of passing off as one’s own the ideas, 
words, writings, etc., which belong to another. In accordance with this definition, you are committing plagiarism if you copy the work of another person 
and turn it in as your own, even if you have permission of that person. This includes copying material from books, reports, journals, pamphlets, handouts, 
other publications, web sites, etc., without giving appropriate credit for those ideas and/or without identifying material as quotations when taken directly from 
another source.  


If you are still uncertain as to what constitutes academic dishonesty, please consult The Golden Rule, the University of Central Florida’s Student Handbook 
(http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/) for further details. As in all UCF courses, The Golden Rule Rules of Conduct will be applied. Violations of these rules 
will result in a record of the infraction being placed in your file and receiving a zero on the work in question AT A MINIMUM. At my discretion, you may also 
receive a failing grade for the course. Confirmation of such incidents can also result in expulsion from the University. 


Note that TurnItIn is used in the course. The service is an automated system which instructors can use to quickly and easily compare the assignment of each 
student with billions of web sites, as well as an enormous database of student papers that grows with each submission. After the assignment is processed, I 
receive a report from http://www.turnitin.com that states if and how another author’s work was used in the assignment. This report is used as a tool when 
assessing academic dishonesty. 


Academic Accommodations for a Disability 
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate 
formats upon request. Students who need accommodations must be registered with Student Accessibility Services before requesting accommodations from 
the professor. Student Accessibility Services is located in Ferrell Commons Room 185. The office can be contacted by phone 407.823.2371, or TTY/TDD-
only phone 407.823.2116. Visit the Student Accessibility website at the following link: http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/ 


Note: The Americans with Disabilities Act is a federal anti-discrimination statute that provides comprehensive civil rights protection for persons with 
disabilities. Among other things, this legislation requires that all students with disabilities be guaranteed a learning environment that provides for reasonable 
accommodation of their disabilities. 


UCF Guidelines on a Diverse and Inclusive Learning Environment 
The University of Central Florida considers the diversity of its students, faculty, and staff to be a strength and critical to its educational mission. UCF expects 
every member of the university community to contribute to an inclusive and respectful culture for all in its classrooms, work environments, and at campus 
events. Dimensions of diversity can include sex, race, age, national origin, ethnicity, gender identity and expression, intellectual and physical ability, sexual 
orientation, income, faith and non-faith perspectives, socio-economic class, political ideology, education, primary language, family status, military experience, 
cognitive style, and communication style. The individual intersection of these experiences and characteristics must be valued in our community. 


Title IX prohibits sex discrimination, including sexual misconduct, sexual violence, sexual harassment, and retaliation. If you or someone you know has been 
harassed or assaulted, you can find resources available to support the victim, including confidential resources and information concerning reporting options 
at http://shield.ucf.edu/ and http://cares.sdes.ucf.edu/. 


If there are aspects of the design, instruction, and/or experiences within this course that result in barriers to your inclusion or accurate assessment of 
achievement, please contact me as soon as possible, and/or contact Student Accessibility Services. 


UCF Guidelines on Religious Observances 
Students are expected to notify me in advance if they are unavailable for class activities to observe a holy day of their religious faith. For additional 
information, contact the Office of Diversity Initiatives at 407.823.6479. 


Copyright 
This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, images, text materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the 
Fair Use doctrine in order to enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, download or distribute these items. The use of these materials 
is strictly reserved for this online classroom environment and your use only. All copyright materials are credited to the copyright holder. 


Any handouts used in this course are copyrighted. Handouts means all materials generated for this class, which include, but are not limited to: syllabi, notes, 
essay prompts, and review sheets. Because these materials are copyrighted, you do not have the right to copy the handouts unless the instructor 
expressly grants permission. 


Third-Party Software and FERPA 



http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://www.turnitin.com/

http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://shield.ucf.edu/

http://cares.sdes.ucf.edu/





During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or software applications sometimes called third-party software, such as a 
blog, wiki, or audio content repository. While some of these could be required assignments, you need not make any personally identifying information 
available on a public site. Do not post or provide any private information about yourself or your classmates. Some assignments posted publicly may require 
personal reflection/comments, but the assignments will not require you to disclose any personal sensitive information. If you have any concerns about this, 
please contact your instructor. 


Note about Final Examination Period 
Please be aware that the time period that would normally be devoted to a final examination is a part of the time allotted to students to complete the analytical 
essays graded assignment. The instructor will be available at various times during the final examination period in the course chat page to discuss with 
students the key concepts learned in the class over the course of the semester, or to answer general questions about the analytical essays. 


Course Schedule 
 Week/Dates Topic Assignments Due Dates 


Week 1 Course Orientation and 
Rapidly Changing 
Demographics in 
America 


Read Shaw et al. 2015. Chapter 1. 
 
Read CQ Researcher. 2015. Chapter 2 - “Changing Demographics.” 
 
Review APSA Referencing/Citation Style Guidelines and Complete 
Citation Style Activity. 
 
Watch Episode One of film "Race - The Power of an Illusion." 
(http://ucf.catalog.fcla.edu/permalink.jsp?29CFPDA000984946 (Links to 
an external site.)). 
 
Participate in Reflection Discussion Thread #1. 
 
Review Syllabus and Complete Syllabus Quiz. 


First post in Reflection 
Discussion Thread #1: 
1/13/16 by 11:59 pm 
EST 
Syllabus Quiz: 1/15/16 
by 12 pm EST  
Complete Citation 
Style Activity: 1/17/16 
by 11:59 pm EST 
Two responses to 
others in Reflection 
Discussion Thread #1: 
1/17/16 by 11:59 pm 
EST 


Week 2 Rapidly Changing 
Demographics in 
America (continued) 


Read CQ Researcher. 2015. Chapter 4 - “Changing U.S. Electorate.” 
 
Watch film "The Whole Enchilada" 
(http://ucf.catalog.fcla.edu/permalink.jsp?29CF029216864 (Links to an 
external site.)). 
 
Participate in Reflection Discussion Thread #2. 


First post in Reflection 
Discussion Thread #2: 
1/20/16 by 11:59 pm 
EST 
Two responses to 
others in Reflection 
Discussion Thread #2: 
1/24/16 by 11:59 pm 
EST 


Week 3 Latino Immigration and 
the Rapidly Changing 
Demographics Debate 


Read Shaw et al. 2015. Chapter 11. 
 
Read CQ Researcher. 2015. Chapter 6 - “Immigration Conflict.” 
 
Watch film "Life on the Line" 
(http://ucf.catalog.fcla.edu/permalink.jsp?29CF029210525 (Links to an 
external site.)). 
 
Participate in Reflection Discussion Thread #3. 


First post in Reflection 
Discussion Thread #3: 
1/27/16 by 11:59 pm 
EST 
Two responses to 
others in Reflection 
Discussion Thread #3: 
1/31/16 by 11:59 pm 
EST 


Week 4 Latino Immigration and 
the Rapidly Changing 
Demographics 
Debate(continued) 


Read CQ Researcher. 2015. Chapter 7 - “Immigration Debate.” 
 
Watch film "Walking the Line" 
(http://ucf.catalog.fcla.edu/permalink.jsp?29CF029210457 (Links to an 
external site.)). 
 
Participate in Reflection Discussion Thread #4. 


First post in Reflection 
Discussion Thread #4: 
2/3/16 by 11:59 pm 
EST 
Two responses to 
others in Reflection 
Discussion Thread #4: 
2/7/16 by 11:59 pm 
EST 


Week 5 Historical 
Foundations: Native 
Americans 


Read Shaw et al. 2015. Chapter 2. 
 
Read CQ Researcher. 2015. Chapter 8 - “American Indians.” 
 
Watch film "Up Heartbreak Hill" 
(http://ucf.catalog.fcla.edu/permalink.jsp?29CFPDA000984425 (Links to 
an external site.)). 
 
Participate in Reflection Discussion Thread #5. 


First post in Reflection 
Discussion Thread #5: 
2/10/16 by 11:59 pm 
EST 
Two responses to 
others in Reflection 
Discussion Thread #5: 
2/14/16 by 11:59 pm 
EST 


Week 6 Historical Read Shaw et al. 2015. Chapter 3. First post in Reflection 



http://ucf.catalog.fcla.edu/permalink.jsp?29CFPDA000984946
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Foundations: African 
Americans  


Watch Episode Two of film "Race - The Power of an Illusion." 
(http://ucf.catalog.fcla.edu/permalink.jsp?29CFPDA000984946 (Links to 
an external site.)). 
 
Participate in Reflection Discussion Thread #6. 


Discussion Thread #6: 
2/17/16 by 11:59 pm 
EST 
Two responses to 
others in Reflection 
Discussion Thread #6: 
2/21/16 by 11:59 pm 
EST 


Week 7 Historical 
Foundations: Latinos 


Read Shaw et al. 2015. Chapter 4. 
 
Read CQ Researcher. 2015. Chapter 5 - “Border Security.” 
 
Participate in Reflection Discussion Thread #7. 
 
Complete Digital Presentation Assignment (20 points). 


First post in Reflection 
Discussion Thread #7: 
2/24/16 by 11:59 pm 
EST 
Two responses to 
others in Reflection 
Discussion Thread #7: 
2/28/16 by 11:59 pm 
EST 
Link to Digital 
Presentation 
Assignment 
Submitted: 2/28/16 by 
11:59 pm EST 


Week 8 Historical 
Foundations: Asian 
American 


Read Shaw et al. 2015. Chapter 5. 
 
Watch film "Golden Venture" 
(http://ucf.catalog.fcla.edu/permalink.jsp?29CFPDA000989999 (Links to 
an external site.)). 
 
Participate in Reflection Discussion Thread #8. 


First post in Reflection 
Discussion Thread #8: 
3/2/16 by 11:59 pm 
EST 
Two responses to 
others in Reflection 
Discussion Thread #8: 
3/6/16 by 11:59 pm 
EST 


Week 9 Historical 
Foundations: White 
Identity and the Debate 
Regarding the 
Concept of White 
Privilege 


Read Shaw et al. 2015. Chapter 6. 
 
Read CQ Researcher. 2015. Chapter 10 - “Affirmative Action.” 
 
Watch Episode Three of film: "Race - The Power of an Illusion" 
(http://ucf.catalog.fcla.edu/permalink.jsp?29CFPDA000984946 (Links to 
an external site.)). 
 
Participate in Reflection Discussion Thread #9. 


First post in Reflection 
Discussion Thread #9: 
3/9/16 by 11:59 pm 
EST 
Two responses to 
others in Reflection 
Discussion Thread #9: 
3/13/16 by 11:59 pm 
EST 


Week 10 Voting Rights Read Shaw et al. 2015. Chapter 7. 
 
Read CQ Researcher. 2015. Chapter 1 - “Voting Controversies.” 
 
Watch film: "Spies of Mississippi" 
(http://ucf.catalog.fcla.edu/permalink.jsp?29CFPDA000984442 (Links to 
an external site.)). 
 
Participate in Reflection Discussion Thread #10. 


First post in Reflection 
Discussion Thread 
#10: 3/16/16 by 11:59 
pm EST 
Two responses to 
others in Reflection 
Discussion Thread 
#10: 3/20/16 by 11:59 
pm EST 


Week 11 Political Behavior and 
Representation 


Read Shaw et al. 2015. Chapter 9. 
 
Read CQ Researcher. 2015. Chapter 3 - “Redistricting Debates.” 
 
Participate in Reflection Discussion Thread #11. 


First post in Reflection 
Discussion Thread 
#11: 3/23/16 by 11:59 
pm EST 
Two responses to 
others in Reflection 
Discussion Thread 
#11: 3/27/16 by 11:59 
pm EST 


Week 12 Diversity, Activism, and 
Community 


Read Shaw et al. 2015. Chapter 8. 
 
Participate in Reflection Discussion Thread #12. 
 
Watch film: "Anne Braden: Southern Patriot" 
(http://ucf.catalog.fcla.edu/permalink.jsp?29CFPDA000984947 (Links to 
an external site.)). 
 
Complete Annotated Bibliography Assignment (30 points). 


First post in Reflection 
Discussion Thread 
#12: 3/30/16 by 11:59 
pm EST 
Two responses to 
others in Reflection 
Discussion Thread 
#12: 4/3/16 by 11:59 
pm EST 
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Digital File of 
Annotated 
Bibliography 
Assignment 
Submitted: 4/3/16 by 
11:59 pm EST 


Week  13 Education and Criminal 
Justice Policy 


Read Shaw et al. 2015. Chapter 10. 
 
Read CQ Researcher. 2015. Chapter 11 - “Racial Diversity in Public 
Schools,” and Chapter 12 - “Fixing Urban Schools.” 
 
Watch film: "What's Race Got To Do With It?" 
(http://ucf.catalog.fcla.edu/permalink.jsp?29CFPDA000986500 (Links to 
an external site.)). 
 
Participate in Reflection Discussion Thread #13. 


First post in Reflection 
Discussion Thread 
#13: 4/6/16 by 11:59 
pm EST 
Two responses to 
others in Reflection 
Discussion Thread 
#13: 4/10/16 by 11:59 
pm EST 


Week  14 Education and Criminal 
Justice Policy (continued) 


Read CQ Researcher. 2015. Chapter 9 - “Racial Profiling.” 
 
Watch film: "P.S. I Can't Breathe" 
(http://ucf.catalog.fcla.edu/permalink.jsp?29CFPDA000989921 (Links to 
an external site.)). 
 
Participate in Reflection Discussion Thread #14. 


First post in Reflection 
Discussion Thread 
#14: 4/13/16 by 11:59 
pm EST 
Two responses to 
others in Reflection 
Discussion Thread 
#14: 4/17/16 by 11:59 
pm EST 


Week 15 Religion and Sexuality Read Shaw et al. 2015. Chapter 13. 
 
Watch film: "The New Black - LGBT Rights in African American 
Communities" 
(http://ucf.catalog.fcla.edu/permalink.jsp?29CFPDA000986606 (Links to 
an external site.)). 
 
Participate in Reflection Discussion Thread #15. 


First post in Reflection 
Discussion Thread 
#15: 4/20/16 by 11:59 
pm EST 
Two responses to 
others in Reflection 
Discussion Thread 
#15: 4/24/16 by 11:59 
pm EST 


Week 16 Wrapping Things Up Complete Analytical Essays Assignment Posted on webcourses@ucf (20 
points). 


Digital File of 
Analytical Essays 
Assignment 
Submitted: 5/4/16 by 
11:59 pm EST 
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CPO 3103  


Comparative Politics 


Spring 2016  


 


 


Instructor 


  


      Dr. Jonathan Knuckey 


 


Office 


 


      Phillips Hall 302L 


  


Office hours 


 


     Wednesday & Thursday, 9.30am-11.30am 


 


Email 


 Use Inbox, which is the global communication function in Webcourses. 
I will normally respond to all messages within 24 hours, Monday 
through Friday. 


 







Course Syllabus 


"Although I very rarely spoke of France in my book, I did not write one page of it 


without having her, so to speak, before my eyes….Without comparisons to make, 


the mind does not know how to proceed."   


– Alexis de Tocqueville, Democracy in America.  


 "Winds of the World give answer! They are whimpering to and fro.  And what 


should they know of England who only England know?"  


– Rudyard Kipling, The English Flag.  


   


Course Overview 


Welcome to Comparative Politics!  


This course is an introduction to the study of comparative politics and is intended to help 
students compare and contrast the wide variety of political systems, institutions and behavior 
around the world.  Comparative politics is a subfield of political science that can help us make 
arguments about cause and effect by drawing evidence from across nations and over time that 
enable us to them make generalizations about political phenomena.  The course will analyze 
the major theoretical approaches and debates to the study of comparative politics.  It will also 
equip students to analyze and interpret data.  Therefore, by taking this course you will not only 
become more knowledgeable about comparative politics but you will become more adept at 


being a political scientist.  Specifically, this course will help you develop skills that are essential 
for being a good political scientist and citizen: 


 The ability to read actively and critically; 
 The ability to think logically, analytically and independently; 
 The ability to analyze and interpret information; 
 The ability to communicate clearly and effectively; 
 The ability to become a producer -- not just a consumer -- of knowledge in political science. 


A particular feature of this class is that you will not just be learning about comparative politics, 
you will be doing comparative politics research in a hands-on way yourself.  This is 
accomplished through MicroCase, the data analysis software that comes with one the 


textbooks for this class (see below for details).  This program will allow you to explore the real 
world of comparative politics, using the same data and analytical tools used by many of your 
professors in their research.  I should note that MicroCase is exceptionally user-friendly, and 
requires no prior data analytical or statistical background.  Very quickly you will be exploring 
data from over 170 countries and dozens of political issues around the world -- not just reading 
about what other researchers have found.  







I look forward to the class and hope you find it enjoyable and informative. I look forward to 
learning a lot from you! 
  


 


Requirements for a Web-Based Class  


 


This is a completely web-based class, and, consequently, requires a different approach in terms 
of requirements than a regular class. Most obviously, we will not be meeting as a class where 
you are listening to lectures two or three times a week. However, you should realize that a 
web-based class does not mean that you will be doing less work. Indeed, as those of you who 
have taken web-based classes before will attest, a completely on-line class will require that you 
take a much more active role in your education as compared to a regular face-to-face 
class.  Generally I have found that students who do well in a web-based class are self-motivated 
and have usually received good grades (B or higher) in regular face-to-face classes.   


My general rule of thumb for any undergraduate college-level course is that you should devote 
2 to 3 hours of study per course credit hour per week. As this is a three credit hour class you 
should plan on devoting 6 to 9 hours per week to this class. This involves reading, taking notes 
and taking quizzes and other assignments, as well as contributing to group discussions.   


I know you have other commitments—other classes, jobs and life in general—and that you will 
not always be able to devote this time every week.  But managing your time is essential to 
doing well in any class, especially a web-based class.  You will also find that much of the 
material in this class is about applying the material learned, rather than memorizing or looking 
things up.  Thus, to do well in the class you need to make an investment in it throughout the 
semester—not just the night an assignment is due. 


  


  
  







Textbooks 
  


We will use two textbooks for this course: 


 Patrick O'Neil, Essentials of Comparative Politics (5th edition) 
 Michael LeRoy, Comparative Politics Using MicroCase ExporIT (4th edition) 


   


            


  


Make sure you buy the correct editions of the book, as shown above.  Older editions of the textbooks 


will be no good. 


The LeRoy textbook comes with an access code that you will use to download MicroCase, a data 
analysis program.   


Note:  The MicroCase program will run on Windows only.  If you are a Mac user you will need to 
be able to run Windows applications. Yes, I know this is not optimal and have raised the issue 
with the publisher, but to no avail! There are three alternatives to get around this: 
 


(1) Boot Camp is one of the best programs for running PC applications on a Mac, and comes 
installed in all new Macs (although you would still need to get the Windows installation disk).  


(2) Another option is Wineskin Winery which is an open source porting utility to convert 
Windows programs to Mac OS X.  


(3)The Comparative Politics MicroCase program has also been installed in the Political Science 
Computer Lab (Phillips Hall).  If you use the program here, please make sure you are using the 
version for Comparative Politics (Note: There is also another version of MicroCase used for 
Scope & Methods courses installed.  Make sure you use the Comparative Politics version).  


 



http://wineskin.urgesoftware.com/tiki-index.php?page=Downloads





Weekly Modules 


 


Requirements for each week of class will be detailed in modules that are accessed in 
Webcourses. I strongly recommend printing out the requirements for each module and making 
sure you note due dates for assignments.  


I do not release all the modules at once in order to provide as much feedback as possible on 
quizzes and assignments.  If every module was released at once some students would invariably 
rush through several in a week, giving little time to provide feedback and hence facilitate 
understanding of the material.  I believe this approach best captures the pace of a regular 
course. 


Each module will provide an overview to each specific topic, direct you to the required reading, 
and outline specific tasks, quizzes, assignments and discussion topics.  These activities are 
designed to make sure that you have thought about the material covered in the module, and to 


provide practical applications of material you will have read in the textbook As well as including 
assignment instructions, the module overview will often contain some suggestions and tips for 
the assignments. 


Module assignment due dates: Due dates can be found in each module.  Modules will usually 
have multiple due dates, so it's a good idea to note these at the beginning of each week.   


The time that any assignment, quiz discussion post or exam should be submitted on a 
particular day will always be 5.00pm. 


There will be three general types of assignments for this course during the semester: 


 Quizzes  


 Written assignments  
 MicroCase Worksheets  


Assignment details will be given in each Module 


  


  







Exam 


 


There will be an exam given during finals week.  It will involve a series of questions similar to 
those from the MicroCase worksheets, i.e., where you analyze and interpret data on a number 
questions relating to topics in Comparative Politics.   


A few weeks prior to the exam I will make some sample exam questions available in 
Webcourses to give you an idea of what might come up.  The exam will not test anything from 
the Essentials of Comparative Politics textbook, given that material will have been covered in 
quizzes during the semester. 


The exam will be taken in Webcourses.  You can take the exam on any day between Friday April 
29th and Monday, May 2nd (5.00pm).  Once you start you will need to complete it within the 
time limit of three hours. 


 


Academic Honesty 


 


UCF faculty supports the UCF creed. Integrity – practicing and defending academic and personal 
honesty – is the first tenet of the UCF Creed. This is in part a reflection of the second tenet, 
Scholarship: “I will cherish and honor learning as a fundamental purpose of membership in the 
UCF community.” Course assignments and tests are designed to have educational value; the 
process of preparing for and completing these exercises will help improve your skills and 


knowledge. Material presented to satisfy course requirements is therefore expected to be the 
result of your own original scholarly efforts. 


Violations of student academic behavior standards are outlined in The Golden Rule Student 
Handbook. 


Academic Dishonesty is defined as follows: 







1. Cheating, whereby non-permissible written, visual or oral assistance including that obtained 


from another student is utilized on examinations, course assignments or projects, is prohibited. 
The unauthorized possession or use of examination or course related material shall also 
constitute cheating. 


  


2. Plagiarism, whereby another's work is deliberately used or appropriated without any 
indication of the source, thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the 
student’s own, is prohibited. Any student failing to properly credit ideas or materials taken from 
another has plagiarized. 


Please note that any student who has assisted another in any of the aforementioned breach of 
standards shall be considered equally culpable. 


Students who attempt to obtain unearned academic credentials that do not reflect their skills 
and knowledge can also undermine the value of the UCF degrees earned by their more honest 
peers. Any form of academic dishonesty will result in you automatically failing the class and 
referred to the University authorities. Also, please remember that those caught cheating will 
have a notation made in their University records that they have been found guilty of academic 
misconduct. This can and will keep you out of law school so do not be tempted to cheat in any 
way. 


  


 


Grades 


 


My philosophy of grading is decidedly against what is generally known as "competitive grading" 
or "grading on the curve." You are not competing against fellow students for grades in this 
class. You are competing against yourself at all times, hopefully pushing yourself to excel 
against my objective standards of what students should reasonably get out of this class. 


Average mastery of those standards is the baseline for earning an "average" grade of C. Do 
above-average work, you earn a B. Do excellent work, you earn an A…. and so on. In any case, 







please understand that the points you earn toward a final grade will not be jerked around up or 


down to fit some predetermined grade curve. If everyone deserves an A, they’ll get it. If 
everyone flunks, they’ll all get an F and then, in all likelihood, I will leave the jurisdiction quickly 
under cover of night in heavy disguise and an assumed name! 


Your final grade will be weighted as follows: 


 Quizzes: 30% 
 Written assignments: 25% 
 MicroCase Worksheets: 25%  
 Final exam: 20%  


There will be no extra credit or grading opportunities.  If you know you need a certain grade at 


the end of the semester, you know you need it at the beginning -- go to work to earn it! Under 
no circumstances can or will a course grade be awarded on any basis other than those stated in 
the syllabus. 


Grade boundaries are as follows: 


A,  93%+ 


A-, 90-92.9% 


B+, 86-89.9% 


B, 82-85.9% 


B-, 80-81.9% 


C+, 76-79.9% 


C, 72-75.9% 


C-, 70-71.9% 


D+, 66-69.9% 


D, 62-65.9% 


D- 60-61.9% 


F, 59% and below. 


 


When a grade fall on the boundary between letter grades your overall performance in the 
course throughout the semester will be taken into account when determining whether to 
round. 


Students typically obsess about grades too late, often at the end of the semester. There is little 
that can be done at that point. So, if you think you are struggling in this class please come and 







talk to me as often as you like - never think you are being a pest! I cannot recall ever failing a 


student who early sought this kind of help. However, students who are struggling and delay 
assistance do fail. 


You will be able to access your grades in Webcourses.  Please make sure that grades entered 
here are correct.  While every effort is made to ensure grades are correct, from time-to-time 
errors can occur (incorrectly add/subtract, miss points, and even fail to understand what a 
student wrote).  


A time limit of 1 week is imposed on all change of grade requests after the grade has posted. 
This is sufficient time to identify any errors. After that prior grades will not be reviewed.  This is 
to bring the course grade to completion and to minimize "end of semester" opportunism. 


Grade grievance policies are outlined under the UCF Golden Rule. 


  


Make-up Policy and Incompletes 


  


The time and dates for all assignments and the exam are fixed in krypton-coated granite 
encased in a hydrogen bomb-proof vault!  In other words, an extension on an assignment, or 
make-up exam will only be given in the most exceptional circumstances that are beyond the 
control of a student. 


At the top of the list of unacceptable excuses for late-work are those related to computer 
problems. I will generally not accept “My hard-drive crashed.... I accidentally deleted the file.... 
My internet connection is down....Etc....” These are the “dog ate my homework” excuses of the 
“Technology Age” and will not fly! It is your responsibility to secure ample time at a computer, 
make backups of your work, and generally plan ahead—do whatever it takes! 


From time to time the servers hosting Webcourses at UCF have been known to go down.  If this 
happens UCF will normally post an announcement and if this coincides with the time when an 
assignment or exam is due, I will make alternative arrangements. 


I do not consider vacations or other trips out of town (other than when the student is away 
from campus representing an official university function) to be exceptional circumstances. Of 
course, this is an on-line class, so as long as you have reliable internet access being out of town 
does not really present a problem.  







Any student missing any assignments, exam or any other work because of observance of 


religious holidays shall be given an opportunity during that semester to make up missed work. 
The make-up will apply to the religious holiday absence only. It shall be the responsibility of the 
student to notify the instructor no later than the end of the first week of class of his or her 
intention to participate in religious holidays which do not fall on state holidays or periods of 
class recess. This policy shall not apply in the event that administering the test or examination 
at an alternate time would impose an unavoidable hardship on the instructor or the university. 


An incomplete standing will only   be granted if requested in writing to me (an email or phone 
call is not acceptable).  You must explain why you are requesting   an incomplete standing and 
include, where appropriate, documentation that must be original and verifiable. Such 
documentation must be on a letterhead, and contain a contact name and telephone 
number.  An incomplete will only be granted if you have a passing grade in the class. 


Remember an incomplete grade is only reserved for when you have missed an assignment or 
exam for a legitimate reason but are otherwise passing the class.  Incompletes are not given 
because you have achieved a low grade.  


  


Disability Statement 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all 
persons with disabilities.  This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request.  Students 
who need accommodations must be registered with Student Disability Services, Ferrell 
Commons Room 185, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before 
requesting accommodations from the professor. 


  


Disclaimer 


 


I reserve the right to change, add or modify any part of the syllabus. Of course, advance notice 
will be given of any such changes. 


 


 


 


 


 







Course Schedule 


Note: Full details of each assignment are in each module overview. New modules will usually 
open on Friday of each week. 


All work is due at 5.00pm on the date noted. 


  


January 11th-15th: Module 1 - What is Comparative Politics? 


 Acknowledgment of course syllabus and policies (due 1/15) 


 Quiz: Essentials of Comparative Politics, ch.1 (due 1/15) 


  


 January 18th-22nd: Module 2 - The Nation-State 


 Written Assignment:  Can We Make a Science of Politics? (due 1/18) 


 Quiz: Essentials of Comparative Politics, ch.2 (due 1/21) 


 Written Assignment: Explaining State Failure in Pakistan (due 1/22) 


   


January 25th-29th: Module 3 - Nations and Society 


 MicroCase Worksheet #1 (due 1/25) 


 Quiz: Essentials of Comparative Politics, ch.3 (due 1/28) 


 Written Assignment: Containing Ethnic and National Conflict - The Case of India (due 
1/29) 


   


February 1st-5th: Module 4 - People, Population & State Capacity 


 Written Assignment: Religious Fundamentalism - The Rise of the Muslim Brotherhood in 
Post-Arab Spring Egypt (due 2/1) 


 MicroCase Worksheet #2 (due 2/4) 


  


 
February 8th-12th: Module 5 - Classifying Political Systems 


 MicroCase Worksheet #3 (due 2/10) 


  


 







 February 15th-19th: Module 6 - Comparing Democratic Political Systems 


  Quiz: Essentials of Comparative Politics, ch.5 (due 2/17)  


 Written Assignment: Post-Arab Spring and the Transition to Democracy - The Case of 
Tunisia (due 2/19) 


  


 February 22nd-26th: Module 7 - Comparing Developed Democracies 


 Written Assignment: Explaining Democratization in Asia (due 2/22) 


  Quiz: Essentials of Comparative Politics, ch.8 (due 2/25)  


 MicroCase Worksheet #4 (due 2/26) 


   


February 29th-March 4th: Module 8 - Electoral Systems & Political Participation in Developed 
Democracies 


 Written Assignment: Alternative Electoral Systems (due 3/1) 


 MicroCase Worksheet #5 (due 3/3) 


  


Spring Break 


   


March 14th-March 18th: Module 9 - Comparing Non-Democratic Political Systems 


 Quiz: Essentials of Comparative Politics, ch.6 (due 3/16) 


 Written Assignment: Comparing the Different Paths to Democratization in South Africa 
and Zimbabwe (due 3/18) 


   


March 21st-25th: Module 10 - Comparing Communist and Post-Communist Countries 


  Quiz: Essentials of Comparative Politics, ch.9 (due 3/23)  


 MicroCase Worksheet #7 (due 3/25) 


  


 


 


 


 







 March 28th-April 1st: Module 11 - Comparing Developing Countries 


 Written Assignment: Comparing Political Reform in the Soviet Union and China (due 
3/28). 


 Quiz: Essentials of Comparative Politics, ch.10 (due 3/31) 


 MicroCase Worksheet #10 (due 4/1) 


 


 


April 4th-April 8th: Module 12 - Comparing Islamic Countries 


 MicroCase Worksheet #13 (due 4/6) 


 MicroCase Worksheet #14 (due 4/8) 


  


 April 11th-April 15th: Module 13 - Political Violence 


 Written Assignment: Turkish Soap Operas and Culture War in Islamic Nations (due 4/11) 


 Quiz: Essentials of Comparative Politics, ch.7 (due 4/14) 


  


 April 18th-April 22nd: Module 14 - Globalization: It's Causes and Consequences 


 Written Assignment: Protest and Revolution in the Middle East - The Origins of the 
"Arab Spring" of 2011 (due 4/18) 


 Quiz: Essentials of Comparative Politics, ch.11 (due 4/21) 


   


Final Exam 


The exam is taken in Webcourses. The exam can be taken on any day between Friday, April 
29th and Monday May 2nd (5.00pm). You will have 3 hours to complete the exam once you 
open the exam. 
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POT 4025 


Ancient, Medieval, and Early Modern Political Philosophy 


Spring 2016 


Monday, 6:00-8:50 


Valencia West Building 11, Room 315 


 


Instructor: Nathan Ilderton 


Office: 328 Valencia West Building 11 (West Campus) 302N Howard Phillips Hall 


(Orlando Campus) 


Office Hours: Monday 3:00-5:00pm (West Campus), Tuesday 1:00-3:00pm (Orlando 


Campus), or by appointment.   


Phone:  582-5611 or 823-2608 


Email: Nathan.Ilderton@ucf.edu 
 


Course Description: 


This course examines the history of political thought from the ancient Greeks through the 


writings of Niccolò Machiavelli.  In this course we will pay particular attention to the 


philosophical foundations created by Greek thinkers such as Plato and Aristotle, the 


impact of the advent of Christianity on political thought, and finally the beginnings of 


modern political thought in the work of Machiavelli.    


Course Objectives: 


The primary objective of this course is to gain an understanding of the history of political 


philosophy from its beginnings in Ancient Greece through the rise of the modern period.  


This objective will be obtained through the reading, comprehension, and discussion of 


primary texts from the period.  Through these methods students will gain an 


understanding of the significant concepts and ideas in the history of pre-modern western 


political thought.   


Required Reading: 


There is one book required for this class. It is available at the University Bookstore and 


through the usual off campus and internet outlets. 


 


 Peter J. Steinberger. Readings in Classical Political Thought. (Hackett Publishing 


Company). 


 


Suggested Reading: 


I suggest these books as resources to help you during the course. They are not required 


for purchase. They are available for purchase online, but have not been ordered by the 


bookstore. 


 


 Mortimer Adler and Charles Van Doren, How To Read a Book (Touchstone 


Press) 


 Edward Bryan Portis, Reconstructing the Classics (CQ Press) 
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Assignments, Exams and Grading: 


Students will be assessed on the basis of three types of assignments: discussions, essays 


and exams. 


 


Discussions: 


There will be six class discussion sessions. Students are expected to be present and 


prepared to discuss the readings assigned that day. Discussion questions will be provided 


on webcourses to help guide you through the readings to be discussed. In a class this size 


it will be difficult for everyone to participate in every discussion, but I expect every 


student to make an effort to participate multiple times throughout the semester. This 


requires attendance (which is part of your grade) and careful reading of the assignments. I 


encourage you to prepare answers to the discussion questions ahead of time. Beware; I 


reserve the right to ask random students questions should the discussion lag. On days 


without discussions, we will either review for exams or watch a film intended to give you 


a historical context for the readings for subsequent weeks.   


 


Essays: 


Two essays will be assigned in the class. You will receive a set of questions in class and 


have two weeks to complete an essay of no more than 1000 words (approximately 3½ 


pages of double spaced 12 point font text) on the question of your choice. You are not 


required to use sources outside the text to complete your essays, but if you do you must 


properly cite your sources. You must also provide citations for any textbook passage you 


directly quote.  The first essay will be assigned February 15
th


 and due February 29
th


. The 


second essay will be assigned April 11
th


 and due April 25
th


.  


 


In this course we may utilize turnitin.com, an automated system which instructors can use 


to quickly and easily compare each student's assignment with billions of web sites, as 


well as an enormous database of student papers that grows with each submission. 


Accordingly, you will be expected to submit essays in electronic format (via email). After 


the assignment is processed, as an instructor I receive a report from turnitin.com that 


states if and how another author's work was used in the assignment. For a more detailed 


look at this process, visit http://www.turnitin.com.     


 


Exams: 


The first exam will be given on March 14
th


.  Exam 2 will be given during the final exam 


period, May 2
nd


, 7:00pm- 9:50pm. Even though it will be given during the final exam 


period, Exam 2 will not be cumulative. Format for the exams will be multiple choice and 


short answer questions. 


  


Final grades will be calculated using the following formula: 


 


Discussion: 15% 


Attendance: 10% 


Essays: 25% 


Exams: 50% 


 



http://www.turnitin.com/
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The grading scale for final grades is as follows: 


 


A: 89.5% or above 


B: 79.5% to 89.4% 


C: 69.5% to 79.4% 


D: 59.5% to 69.4% 


F: 59.4% or below 


 


Final grades are just that, final.  I will not reconsider them except in a case where I made 


a computational error in calculating them (I have taught for several years and have yet to 


miscalculate a final grade).  Please do not email or call me asking for a grade change for 


another reason, it will not happen. 


 


Attendance Policy: 


Because of this class’ discussion component, attendance will be mandatory and will be a 


part of your participation grade.  Be warned, I will usually take attendance after the break 


between the lecture and discussion portions of the class.  Absences can be excused if you 


can document that you have been absent for a legitimate reason, i.e. illness, family 


emergency, mandatory university activity. 


 


Student Engagement and Financial Aid 


As of Fall 2014, all faculty are required to document students’ academic activity at the 


beginning of each course. In order to document that you began this course, please 


complete the syllabus quiz by the end of the first week of classes or as soon as possible 


after adding the course. Failure to do so may result in a delay in the disbursement of your 


financial aid. 


 


The syllabus quiz is a five question multiple choice quiz and can be found on the class’ 


webcourses site under the "Quizzes" tab. The only purpose of the syllabus quiz is to 


satisfy the financial aid requirement for this class. It will not be included in the 


calculation of your final grade. 


 


Makeup Work: 


I will not allow missed assignments to be made up without a documented university 


excused absence.  If you know ahead of time that you will miss a scheduled exam please 


inform me prior to the exam period.  If you cannot inform me ahead of time, please 


inform me within one business day of the scheduled exam period that you need to make 


up the exam either via phone or email.  Date and time of makeup exams will be 


determined by the instructor on a case by case basis.  I reserve the right to change the 


format and questions of makeup exams at my discretion.  


 


Webcourses: 


A webcourses section has been created for this class and is accessible through the 


myUCF web portal at my.ucf.edu.  This space will be used to post the syllabus, lecture 


notes, grades, and important class notices. 
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Class Topics and Reading Assignments: 


Students are expected to complete the assigned reading by the beginning of each week.   


Please note that I reserve the right to change the lecture and readings schedule as 


necessary to adequately cover all topics.  I also reserve the right to add or subtract 


readings from the course.  Any changes to the schedule or assigned readings will be 


announced in class.   


  


Week 1: Class Introduction, Introduction to the Study of Political Theory 


January 11 


 


No Class January 18
th


: Martin Luther King Day 


 


Week 2: Socrates and Plato’s Dialogues 


January 25  


Readings: Steinberger, pages 136-65 


 


Week 3: The Republic, Books I, II, III, and IV 


February 1 


Readings: Steinberger, pages 166-229 


Discussion 


 


Week 4: The Republic, Books V, VI, VII,  


February 8 


Readings: Steinberger, pages 229-76 


Discussion 


 


Week 5: Conclusion of The Republic, Aristotle’s Nicomachean Ethics 


February 15 


Readings: Steinberger, pages 276-303, 358-77 


 


Week 6: Aristotle’s Politics 


February 22 


Readings: Steinberger, pages 377-97 


Discussion 


 


Week 7: Aristole’s Politics 


February 29 


Readings: Steinberger, pages 397-432 


Essay 1 Due 


 


Spring Break: No Class March 7th 


 


 Week 8: Exam 1 March 14
th
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Week 9: Cicero 


March 21 


Readings: Steinberger, pages 443-61 


 


Week 10: Augustine 


March 28 


Readings: Steinberger, pages 463-504 


Discussion 


 


Week 11: Aquinas 


April 4 


Readings: Steinberger, pages 508-46 


Discussion 


 


Week 12: The Protestant Reformers 


April 11 


Readings: Martin Luther “On Temporal Authority” 


John Calvin, “On Civil Government.” From Institutes of the Christian Religion. 


(Selections to be Provided) 


 


Week 13:  Machiavelli, The Prince 


April 18 


Readings: Steinberger, pages 551-91 


Discussion 


 


Week 14:  Machiavelli, Discourses 


April 25 


Readings: Steinberger, pages 591-622 


Essay 2 Due 


 


Exam 2: Monday, May 2
nd


: 7:00pm-9:50pm 


 


 


UCF Creed and Academic Honesty 


Integrity, scholarship, community, creativity, and excellence are the core values that 


guide our conduct, performance, and decisions.  


Integrity 


I will practice and defend academic and personal honesty. 


Scholarship 


I will cherish and honor learning as a fundamental purpose of my membership in the 


UCF community. 
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Community 


I will promote an open and supportive campus environment by respecting the rights and 


contributions of every individual. 


Creativity 


I will use my talents to enrich the human experience. 


Excellence 


I will strive toward the highest standards of performance in any endeavor I undertake. 


As reflected in the UCF creed, integrity and scholarship are core values that should guide 


our conduct and decisions as members of the UCF community. Plagiarism and cheating 


contradict these values, and so are very serious academic offenses. Penalties can include 


a failing grade in an assignment or in the course, or suspension or expulsion from the 


university. Students are expected to familiarize themselves with and follow the 


University’s Rules of Conduct (see http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/). 


Students with Disabilities 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations 


for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon 


request. Students who need accommodations must be registered with Student Disability 


Services, Student Resource Center Room 132, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only 


phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting accommodations from the professor. 


Unauthorized Use of Class Notes 


Third parties may be selling class notes and other materials from this class without my 


authorization. Please be aware that such class materials may contain errors, which could 


affect your performance or grade. Use these materials at your own risk. 


 


 


 



http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/






POS 3703 - 0002 Scope and Methods of Political Science
Instructor: Dr. Christopher Olds
Meeting Time: Tuesday and Thursday 10:30 am to 11:45 am EST
Credit: 3 units, letter grade (including +/- modifiers)
Classroom: BA1 O213
Office Hours: Tuesday 12:30 pm to 2:50 pm EST, and Thursday 12:30 pm to 2:50 pm EST
Office: HPH 302R
Email: christopher.olds@ucf.edu


Specific Goals of the Course


This course is designed to introduce students to the process of conducting academic social science research.
While some of you may be entering this course with some apprehension, asking questions like, ‘why would
I need to learn how to do social science research’ or ‘what is the point of learning statistics when I’m not
a math major,’ your experience in this course will assist you in developing valuable skills you can apply
for the rest of your lives. These skills include the following:


• the ability to explain why something in the world that interests you should matter or is relevant to
others


• the ability to evaluate how others have discussed your topic of interest in the past in order to build
upon this past knowledge


• the ability to establish an easily understandable proposal that you believe best explains the concept
that interests you


• the ability to design an unbiased procedure by which you and others can determine whether your
explanation is legitimate


• the ability to determine whether others adequately explain and provide evidence for their own claims
regarding concepts


These skills are important because there are potential dangers in discussing ideas with colleagues in many
lines of work (and not just in academic political research) where unfounded claims are made, limited and
tangential supporting evidence of these claims is provided, and conclusions are rooted more in personal
opinion than an actual observation of reality. Your experience in this course should make clear the haz-
ards in depriving ourselves of important knowledge about the concepts we are interested in if we avoid
applying these important skills.


The way in which you will attempt to cultivate the skills listed above is by becoming exposed to and
conducting political science research. Political science research attempts to predict, describe, and explain
political phenomena from an unbiased perspective. This course will illustrate the value of approaching
politics from this perspective. You will also learn the basic tools in which you can engage in a structured
and thorough approach to inquiry.


Course Objectives


As the instructor of this course, I expect that my students at the end of the course will:


1. Be able to discern the difficulties in trying to measure and evaluate social phenomena.


2. Be able to construct a hypothesis that attempts to describe and explain reality that can be evaluated
through research.


3. Be able to distinguish the similarities and differences in multiple approaches to research design.



mailto:christopher.olds@ucf.edu
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4. Be able to review, analyze, and connect preexisting research in a useful and coherent way.


5. Be able to design their own research plan that builds upon past knowledge and seeks out new/original
information.


6. Be able to translate abstract concepts into measurable variables that can be evaluated empirically.


7. Be able to determine appropriate statistical tests for determining relationships between variables.


8. Be able to conduct statistical tests to evaluate hypothesized relationships between variables.


9. Be able to implement high-end technological tools to assist in research inquiry.


10. Be able to develop essays that are clear and focused for readers.


All of this will be made possible through an evaluation of the relationships that exist between formal and
informal political institutions and groups. We will develop empirically testable hypotheses that predict and
describe relationships between political institutions and groups, as well as collect and evaluate information
systematically using statistical methods.


Academic Accommodations for a Disability


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all persons with
disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students who need accommodations
must be registered with Student Accessibility Services before requesting accommodations from the profes-
sor. Student Accessibility Services is located in Ferrell Commons Room 185. The office can be contacted by
phone 407.823.2371, or TTY/TDD-only phone 407.823.2116.


Note: The Americans with Disabilities Act is a federal anti-discrimination statute that provides comprehen-
sive civil rights protection for persons with disabilities. Among other things, this legislation requires that all
students with disabilities be guaranteed a learning environment that provides for reasonable accommodation
of their disabilities.


Academic Honesty


� Any handouts used in this course are copyrighted. Handouts means all materials generated for this class,
which include, but are not limited to: syllabi, notes, essay prompts, and review sheets. Because these
materials are copyrighted, you do not have the right to copy the handouts unless the instructor expressly
grants permission.
� Lectures cannot be recorded, unless special accommodations for disability are required.
� Lecture notes may not be sold.
� No form of academic dishonesty (cheating, plagiarism, etc.) will be tolerated. As commonly defined,
plagiarism consists of passing off as one’s own the ideas, words, writings, etc., which belong to another. In
accordance with this definition, you are committing plagiarism if you copy the work of another person and
turn it in as your own, even if you have permission of that person. This includes copying material from
books, reports, journals, pamphlets, handouts, other publications, web sites, etc., without giving appropriate
credit for those ideas and/or without identifying material as quotations when taken directly from another
source.
� If you are still uncertain as to what constitutes academic dishonesty, please consult The Golden Rule, the
University of Central Florida’s Student Handbook http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/ for further details.
As in all UCF courses, The Golden Rule Rules of Conduct will be applied. Violations of these rules will
result in a record of the infraction being placed in your file and receiving a zero on the work in question AT
A MINIMUM. At my discretion, you may also receive a failing grade for the course. Confirmation of such
incidents can also result in expulsion from the University.
� Note that TurnItIn is used in the course. The service is an automated system which instructors can
use to quickly and easily compare the assignment of each student with billions of web sites, as well as an
enormous database of student papers that grows with each submission. After the assignment is processed,



http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/
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I receive a report from http://www.turnitin.com that states if and how another author’s work was used in
the assignment. This report is used as a tool when assessing academic dishonesty.


UCF Writing Center


The University Writing Center (UWC) is a free resource for UCF undergraduates. At the UWC, a trained
writing consultant will work individually with you on anything you’re writing (in or out of class), at any
point in the writing process, ranging from the brainstorming stage to the editing stage. Appointments are
recommended, but not required. For more information or to make an appointment, visit the UWC website
at http://uwc.cah.ucf.edu/, or call 407.823.2197.


UCF Guidelines on Emergencies


Any closure of campus due to hurricanes or any other emergencies will be announced by the university with
as much advance notice as possible. The UCF home page will announce campus closures and additional
important information about the event.


Note: Examples of an emergency could be a hurricane, tornado, institution-wide power outage, etc.


UCF Guidelines on Religious Observances


Students are expected to notify me in advance if they intend to miss class to observe a holy day of their
religious faith. For additional information, contact the Office of Diversity Initiatives at 407.823.6479.


UCF Guidelines on a Diverse and Inclusive Learning Environment


The University of Central Florida considers the diversity of its students, faculty, and staff to be a strength
and critical to its educational mission. UCF expects every member of the university community to contribute
to an inclusive and respectful culture for all in its classrooms, work environments, and at campus events.
Dimensions of diversity can include sex, race, age, national origin, ethnicity, gender identity and expression,
intellectual and physical ability, sexual orientation, income, faith and non-faith perspectives, socio-economic
class, political ideology, education, primary language, family status, military experience, cognitive style, and
communication style. The individual intersection of these experiences and characteristics must be valued in
our community.


Title IX prohibits sex discrimination, including sexual misconduct, sexual violence, sexual harassment, and
retaliation. If you or someone you know has been harassed or assaulted, you can find resources available
to support the victim, including confidential resources and information concerning reporting options at
http://shield.ucf.edu/ and http://cares.sdes.ucf.edu/.


If there are aspects of the design, instruction, and/or experiences within this course that result in barriers to
your inclusion or accurate assessment of achievement, please contact me as soon as possible, and/or contact
Student Accessibility Services.


Course Format


The course is focused heavily on student participation. Active learning is a major emphasis in my approach
to teaching. Although there is in-class lecture, I will ask the class questions throughout lecture, and students
will reply through the Top Hat response system interface. Students will also be expected to participate in
class discussion of concepts. A positive environment is a good learning environment. Students must show



http://www.turnitin.com

http://uwc.cah.ucf.edu/

http://shield.ucf.edu/

http://cares.sdes.ucf.edu/
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respect to their peers and the instructor at all times. Any student that is disruptive in class and/or creates
a hostile learning environment for students will be removed from the course.


Grades


Grades will be based on evaluations of performance with four assignment items. Students can earn one
hundred points in this course. Please note that this is a course where extra credit assignments are not made
available. Your grades will reflect your performance on the four assigned tasks only. Be aware that weekly
participation in the course is essential, as a substantial portion of the grade is devoted to participation in
assessments given during the class session. Every course assignment item is intended to demonstrate an in-
dividual student’s mastery of the materials, so you are not allowed to collaborate on assignments or submit
an assignment as a group.


Due to the nature of the class, late assignments are not accepted unless a note from an appropriate source
confirms a university excused reason for the work needing to be submitted late. Students must provide
legitimate documentation for any instance where a student will not meet an assignment dead-
line that meets university guidelines for a permissible absence. This documentation must be
provided the same business week of the absence. Documentation can be left in the department
main office and should be time-stamped by an office worker.


Please note that in the first week of class, there is a syllabus quiz on Canvas that requires completion. As
of Fall 2014, all faculty members at UCF must follow a new process to support UCF’s compliance with a
federal financial aid regulation. In essence, the regulation states that students who receive federal student
aid must be academically engaged in each course in which they are enrolled. Without verification of this
engagement, students will not receive their aid. The university must now verify that every student enrolled
in every course at UCF has met the minimum engagement standard. Students must finish the syllabus
quiz with a 100% score before 12:00 pm EST on January 15th in order to meet the minimum engagement
standard. Students will have several tries to earn a 100% score before the deadline.


All long-form written and audiovisual assignments are submitted over Canvas. Only submit assignments via
email in those rare instances where Canvas is down and inaccessible. You will still be expected to upload
the assignment when Canvas is once again accessible, such that a review of the work through the TurnItIn
system is still performed. Turning in assignments after the due date and saying Canvas was down when you
tried to turn it in is not acceptable.


Item #1: Interactive Assessments Participation (20 points)
For each class session after Week 2, students will be presented with several questions that they will respond
to with the Top Hat response system interface. Questions will be presented at various points in the class
session, which potentially means students will be presented with some questions at the beginning of a session,
in the middle of a session, or at the end of a session.


With each question, students can be presented with several answer options, or will be asked to type in an
answer. Students will use their computer workstation to enter the answer option they believe to be correct.
The questions can be on assigned reading, materials from a previous lecture, or material being discussed in
the session on that day.


The number of points you earn will be based on your participation in the assessments, and not on whether
you get the correct answers. The less you attend class and participate in these interactive assessments,
the lower your score will be for this course item. Although you are not graded for whether or not you get
answers correct, I will potentially ask to meet with those students who appear to be consistently below the
average level of class performance. For those instances where you have a university excused absence, you
can still earn participation points by completing a take-home problem assigned by me. You must ask for
the take-home problem the same week of the excused absence. You are not allowed to participate in
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the Top Hat assessments if you are not physically present in class when a question is asked.
Even if you attend class for part of the session, you are not allowed to respond to questions
if they are asked at a time when you are not in class (e.g. if you leave class early). You can
only respond to Top Hat questions when you are physically in class. Failure to adhere to this
rule will result in you automatically getting a zero out of twenty for this assignment.


The purpose of these interactive assessments is twofold. First, students can track their performance on
these questions and determine which concepts they may have to study again or more in-depth as the course
progresses. Second, the interactive assessments can assist in efficiently and quickly determining whether
course materials need to be explained in a different way to improve student understanding. The assessments
are a low-stakes way for both you and I to gauge your comprehension of the materials presented in the course.


Registration information on the Top Hat response system is available at the following address online
http://tophat.com. There is a cost of $24 to register for the semester. Please note that Top Hat is compatible
with multiple devices (tablet, phone, labtop, etc.), but you must use your computer workstation in the lab
when interacting with the Top Hat interface each week. Points will be allotted based on the following scale:


Participate in 95% of the questions or above- 20 points
Participate in 90 to 94.99% of the questions- 18 points
Participate in 80 to 89.99% of the questions- 16 points
Participate in 70 to 79.99% of the questions- 14 points
Participate in 60 to 69.99% of the questions- 12 points
Participate in 50 to 59.99% of the questions- 10 points
Participate in 40 to 49.99% of the questions- 8 points
Participate in 30 to 39.99% of the questions- 6 points
Participate in less than 30% of the questions- 0 points


Item #2: Exercise Worksheets (40 points)
Over the course of the semester, there will be five graded worksheets about course subject matter that will
be administered over the Canvas interface. The worksheets are to be completed within the same class session
in which they are distributed. Each worksheet will be comprised of ten questions, with each question being
worth four points. At the end of the semester, the average score earned across the five worksheets will be
the number of points earned for this particular assignment item.


The exercise worksheets will be closed book and closed note. This means students cannot refer to books,
notes, Internet sites, or any materials disseminated over tablets or cell phones. Students cannot collaborate
with any other students in the completion of these assignments. Any student that violates one of these rules
at any time during the completion of any one of the worksheets will receive a final grade of zero on Item
#2. Students should approach the exercise worksheets in the same way they would any closed book and
closed note assignment. Do not attempt to use any tool that might assist in finding the answer to exercise
worksheet questions.


Subject matter for the exercise worksheets can include material up to and including lecture materials, as-
sessment of Stata dataset analyses, or reading material assigned in that specific week. In other words, it is
essential students come to class prepared and up-to-date on the current material.


The worksheets are subject to distribution during any class session, and the dates of distribution do not
require prior notification from the instructor. Do not expect prior notice that a worksheet will be adminis-
tered on any specific day. This means it is essential to come to class every week, or you might miss out on the
chance to complete a worksheet, which will hurt your overall average score for this assignment. Regardless,
the instructor does have the option of giving students one week’s prior notice to the administration of a
specific worksheet.


For those students with a university excused absence on the day a worksheet is administered, an appropriate



http://tophat.com
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make-up assignment will be arranged.


Item #3: Literature Review on Research Question (20 points)
In this paper, students will present a thorough review and analysis of previous research that is related to a
research question relevant to the field of political science that interests them. The important/major works
in the research area should be detailed in the literature review. This means the research that is highly cited
by other scholars in the research area needs to be covered. It is the responsibility of the student to summarize
these major works and evaluate how their findings have shaped how the area related to the research ques-
tion is currently understood. Students must summarize and evaluate the existing scholarship in their own
words. The usage of quotes from the existing scholarship is not permitted. Students must demonstrate they
have made an effort to grasp the material by offering a review of the literature using their unique writing style.


An assessment of the general state of the literature in the area pertaining to the research question is essential.
This means if there is a high level of disagreement in the past scholarship in terms of theories and findings,
the student must offer some thoughts as to why they believe this is the case. If there appears to be a high
level of consensus in the scholarship, the student needs to provide an assessment as to why they think this
consensus exists. A minimum of ten academic sources should be discussed within the literature review. The
literature review should actively compare and contrast sources together, and not just summarize each work
separately.


Lastly, the implications of past research on how the student would approach their own potential research
project need to be discussed. Is there an important concept in the literature that is not being addressed in
the literature or is conceptualized incorrectly that the student can attempt to explore? Do the studies tend
to use an underdeveloped theory? Does a research design previously unused in the scholarship need to be
applied to better examine the political phenomena of interest? These are the sorts of questions that should
be addressed here. The length of the paper should be six to ten pages. Refer to the class calendar at the
end of the syllabus for due date.


Students must type the literature review paper in a word-processing computer program and follow specific
formatting rules (12-pt. Times New Roman font, double spaced, and one inch margins on all sides). Microsoft
Word .doc files are preferred. Students will be expected to avoid frequent spelling and grammatical errors
when writing their literature review. The student should cite all resources used by following the citation
guidelines presented in the American Political Science Association Style Manual. Every literature review
assignment must be checked for academic integrity by submitting the work to TurnItIn’s pla-
giarism monitor via Canvas.


The scoring of this assignment is based on the following (out of 20 points possible) –


• 7 Points: The student presents a review and analysis of past important/major works related to their
research question (at least ten academic works should be discussed)
• 7 Points: The student describes how the proposals and findings of past research influence their own research
plan
• 6 Points: The writing has an easy to follow structure (introduction-body-conclusion). The student also
follows requested formatting rules and avoids frequent spelling and grammatical errors. The paper is between
six to ten pages in length to provide a full discussion of the literature


Note: If you are in another one of my courses this semester, you are not allowed to submit a literature review
about an area of research that you are doing an annotated bibliography on for another class.


Item #4: Description of Research Hypotheses and Design (20 points)
In this paper, students will discuss the research hypothesis or hypotheses emerging from a political science
research question that interests them. They will also detail how they intend to go about evaluating the
research hypothesis or hypotheses by presenting a legitimate research design. The research question must be
clearly specified and needs to be understandable to a reader that has no previous background or interest in







POS 3703 - 0002 Scope and Methods of Political Science 7


the area of political science relevant to the research question. The hypothesis/hypotheses offered must show
direct relevance to the research question presented. The concepts (variables) that are relevant to examining
the research hypothesis/hypotheses need to be described in an accessible way.


In addition, the student should explain why the examination of their hypothesis or hypotheses should be
relevant to other people. Students should attempt to answer the ever important ‘so what’ question - how
would examining the hypothesis or hypotheses make a contribution to knowledge that others would appre-
ciate?


Students will also describe the research design they believe is most appropriate to evaluate their hypothe-
sis/hypotheses. An explanation as to why the student believes their research design is a better option than
potential alternatives is required. For example, if the student wants to construct an experimental design
studying how alternative styles of news coverage on illegal immigration shape attitudes about Latinos, the
student should justify why an experimental approach is more preferable than studying data with natural
variation, such as cross-sectional survey data.


A description of how the student intends to collect information to research their hypothesis is mandatory for
this paper. The procedure through which you will evaluate this information is also required. For instance, if
the student will perform statistical regression(s), what will the statistical model look like? If the student is
studying how individual political trust impacts political participation, the student must describe where and
how the student will collect information on these and any other relevant variables. Is the information used
in the regression readily available, or would the student have to build their own dataset? If a dataset exists,
what are the important characteristics of the sample? The length of the paper should be six to ten pages.
Refer to the class calendar at the end of the syllabus for due date.


Students must type the research design paper in a word-processing computer program and follow specific
formatting rules (12-pt. Times New Roman font, double spaced, and one inch margins on all sides). Mi-
crosoft Word .doc files are preferred. Students will be expected to avoid frequent spelling and grammatical
errors when writing their research design. The student should cite all resources used by following the citation
guidelines presented in the American Political Science Association Style Manual. Every research design
assignment must be checked for academic integrity by submitting the work to TurnItIn’s pla-
giarism monitor via Canvas.


The scoring of this assignment is based on the following (out of 20 points possible) –


• 4 Points: The student describes their research question and hypothesis/hypotheses in a clear, understand-
able fashion
• 4 Points: The student describes the concepts (variables) that are relevant in examining their hypothe-
sis/hypotheses
• 4 Points: The student describes the research design they will use and why it is appropriate relative to
other options
• 4 Points: The student describes how they will collect the information to research their hypothesis/hypotheses
• 4 Points: The writing has an easy to follow structure (introduction-body-conclusion). The student also
follows requested formatting rules and avoids frequent spelling and grammatical errors. The paper is between
six to ten pages in length to provide a full discussion of the research design


Item #4 will essentially serve as the equivalent of a final exam in terms of a graded assessment, but given that
the assignment is due over Canvas, students are not required to physically meet during the final examination
period of the course (December 10th from 10 a.m. to 12:50 p.m.). Instead, it is expected that students
will have the opportunity (if needed) to complete and submit their research design online during this time
period. There will be an online chat room in Canvas with the instructor available during the final examina-
tion period taking place where students will be able to discuss their reflections on the material presented in
the course. Participation in the chat room during the final examination period is encouraged, but not graded.
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Final grades are out of one hundred points possible (a Z designation represents academic dishonesty) –
Grade Score
A = 91.5-100
A-= 90.0-91.4
B+= 88.6-89.9
B = 81.5-88.5
B-= 80.0-81.4
C+= 78.6-79.9
C = 71.5-78.5
C-= 70.0-71.4
D+= 68.6-69.9
D = 61.5-68.5
D-= 60.0-61.4
F = 59.9 or less


Grade Appeals: If a student has an issue with the grade they earned for one of the assignments, the student
must write a one-page explanation describing what aspect or aspects the evaluation missed. A twenty-four
hour cooling off period is required, meaning you cannot submit an appeal within the first twenty-four hours
after you receive an assignment grade. The written appeal can only be submitted between the second and
fourth day after you receive an assignment back. Please note that if you submit a grade appeal, the work
can potentially be scored lower than the initial grade if the second review of the assignment suggests there
are additional issues or problems with the assignment. Appeals should be submitted via email.


Course Materials


There are two texts that are required, as well as a digital subscription to Top Hat. The books are frequently
discounted on online sites like Amazon.com. They can also be rented. Additional readings will be posted on
Canvas.


Olds, Christopher. 2016. Political Research Design and the Science of Politics. 2nd Preliminary Edition.
San Diego: Cognella Academic Publishing.


Pollock, Philip H. 2015. A Stata Companion to Political Analysis. 3rd Edition. Washington, D.C.: CQ Press.


Top Hat Learning Platform Subscription. http://tophat.com.


Reading Schedule


Week One - What is Empirical Political Science?
• Hoover, Kenneth and Todd Donovan. 2008. “Chapter 1 - Thinking Scientifically,” and “Chapter 2 - The
Elements of Science.” In The Elements of Social Scientific Thinking . Boston, MA: Thomson Wadsworth.


Week Two - How do we Distinguish Political Science Research From Other Forms of Inquiry?
• Olds, Christopher. 2016. Chapter 1.
• O’Brien, Rory. 1999. “Normative versus Empirical Theory and Method.” In Methods for Political Inquiry:
The Discipline, Philosophy, and Analysis of Politics, eds. Stella Z. Theodoulou and Rory O’Brien. New
Jersey: Prentice Hall, 77-90.
• Ethridge, Marcus E. 1999. “Scientific Principles in Political Study: Some Enduring Situations.” In Methods
for Political Inquiry: The Discipline, Philosophy, and Analysis of Politics, eds. Stella Z. Theodoulou and
Rory O’Brien. New Jersey: Prentice Hall, 130-141.
• Theodoulou, Stella Z. 1999. “Starting from Scratch: The Research Process.” In Methods for Political
Inquiry: The Discipline, Philosophy, and Analysis of Politics, eds. Stella Z. Theodoulou and Rory O’Brien.



http://tophat.com
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New Jersey: Prentice Hall, 142-151.


Week Three - How do we Appropriately Define and Measure the Concepts we are Studying?
• Adcock, Robert and David Collier. 2001. “Measurement Validity: A Shared Standard for Qualitative and
Quantitative Research.” American Political Science Review 95 (3): 529-546.
• Mondak, Jeffrey. 2001. “Developing Valid Knowledge Scales.” American Journal of Political Science 45
(1): 224-238.


Week Four - What Role Do Theory, Hypotheses, and Alternative Explanations Play When
Attempting to Assess Causality?
• Olds, Christopher. 2016. Chapter 2.
• Stack, Steven and Jim Gundlach. 1992. “The Effect of Country Music on Suicide.” Social Forces 71 (1):
211-218.
• Maguire, Edward R. and Jeffrey B. Snipes. 1994. “Reassessing the Link Between Country Music and
Suicide.” Social Forces 72 (4): 1239-1243.
• Stack, Steven and Jim Gundlach. 1994. “Country Music and Suicide: A Reply to Maguire and Snipes.”
Social Forces 72 (4): 1245-1248.
• Snipes, Jeffrey B. and Edward. R Maguire. 1995. “Country Music, Suicide, and Spuriousness.” Social
Forces 74 (1): 327-329.
• Stack, Steven and Jim Gundlach. 1995. “Country Music and Suicide: Individual, Indirect, and Interaction
Effects: A Reply to Snipes and Maguire.” Social Forces 74 (1): 331-335.


Week Five - What are Small-N Empirical Research Studies?
• Olds, Christopher. 2016. Chapter 3.
• Swanborn, Peter. 2010. “Chapter 1 - What is a Case Study?” In Case Study Research: What, Why, and
How? Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications, 1-22.
• Geddes, Barbara. 1990. “How the Cases You Choose Affect the Answers You Get: Selection Bias in
Comparative Politics.” Political Analysis 2 (1): 131-150.


Week Six - What are Experimental Research Studies?
• Olds, Christopher. 2016. Chapter 4.
• Nelson, Thomas E, Rosalee E. Clawson, and Zoe M. Oxley. 1997. “Media Framing of a Civil Liberties
Conflict and its Effect on Tolerance.” American Political Science Review 91(3): 567-583.
• Gerber, Alan S. and Donald P. Green. 2000. “The Effects of Canvassing, Telephone Calls, and Direct Mail
on Voter Turnout: A Field Experiment.” American Political Science Review 94(3): 653-663.
• Posner, Daniel N. 2004. “The Political Salience of Cultural Difference: Why Chewas and Tumbukas Are
Allies in Zambia and Adversaries in Malawai.” American Political Science Review 98 (4): 529-545.


Week Seven - What are Large-N Non-experimental Quantitative Research Studies?
• Olds, Christopher. 2016. Chapter 5.
• Marcus, George E. and Michael B. MacKuen. 1993. “Anxiety, Enthusiasm, and the Vote: The Emotional
Underpinnings of Learning and Involvement During Presidential Campaigns.” American Political Science
Review 87 (3): 672-685.
• Keiser, Lael R., Vicky M. Wilkins, Kenneth J. Meier, and Catherine A. Holland. 2002. “Lipstick and
Logarithms: Gender, Institutional Context, and Representative Bureaucracy.” American Political Science
Review 96(3): 553-564.


Week Eight - What are Measures of Central Tendency and Dispersion?
• Pollock. 2015. Chapters 1, 2, and 3.
• Galderesi, Peter. 2015. “Chapter 3 - Central Tendency as Summary Observation,” and “Chapter 4 - Dis-
persion/Variation/Goodness of Fit as Summary Observation.” In Understanding Political Science Statistics:
Observations and Expectations in Political Analysis. New York: Routledge.


Week Nine - What are the Initial Steps Taken to Make Controlled Comparisons Between
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Variables?
• Pollock. 2015. Chapters 4 and 5.
• Dreyer, Edward C. 1973. “Change and Stability in Party Identifications.” Journal of Politics 35 (3):
712-722.


Week Ten - What are Tests of Significance?
• Galderesi, Peter. 2015. “Chapter 6 - An Intuitive Introduction to Inference and Hypothesis Testing,” and
“Chapter 7 - Hypothesis Testing and the Concept of Association: Observations and Expectations about the
Difference between Means.” In Understanding Political Science Statistics: Observations and Expectations in
Political Analysis. New York: Routledge.


Week Eleven - How are Basic Tests of Significance Conducted?
• Pollock. 2015. Chapters 6 and 7.
• Licklider, Roy. 1995. “The Consequences of Negotiated Settlements in Civil Wars, 1945-1993.” American
Political Science Review 89 (3): 681-690.
• Mulligan, Kenneth and Philip Habel. 2011. “An Experimental Test of the Effects of Fictional Framing on
Attitudes.” Social Science Quarterly 92 (1): 79-99.
• Smith, Kevin B., Christopher W. Larimer, Levente Littvay, and John R. Hibbing. 2007. “Evolutionary
Theory and Political Leadership: Why Certain People Do Not Trust Decision Makers.” Journal of Politics
69 (2): 285-299.


Week Twelve - What is Linear Regression?
• Galderesi, Peter. 2015. “Chapter 11 - Different By How Much? Linear Regression,” and “Chapter 12 -
Retracing Our Methodological Steps: Hypotheses, Multiple Regression, and Effects of Third Variables.” In
Understanding Political Science Statistics: Observations and Expectations in Political Analysis. New York:
Routledge.


Week Thirteen - How are Linear Regression Analyses Performed?
• Pollock. 2015. Chapter 8.
• Jackman, Robert W. 1973. “On the Relation of Economic Development to Democratic Performance.”
American Journal of Political Science 17 (3): 611-621.
• Neto, Octavio A. and Gary W. Cox. 1997. “Electoral Institutions, Cleavage Structures, and Number of
Parties.” American Journal of Political Science 41(1): 149-174.


Week Fourteen - How are Dummy Variables and Interaction Effects Accounted for in Linear
Regression?
• Pollock. 2015. Chapter 9.
• Cox, Gary W. and Michael C. Munger. 1989. “Closeness, Expenditures, and Turnout in the 1982 US
House Elections.” American Political Science Review 83 (1): 217-231.
• Allan, James P. and Lyle Scruggs. 2004. “Political Partisanship and Welfare State Reform in Advanced
Industrial Societies.” American Journal of Political Science 48 (3): 496-512.


Week Fifteen - What is the Process of Performing an Original Research Project Like?
• Olds, Christopher. 2016. Chapter 6.
• Pollock. 2015. Chapter 11.


Class Calendar of Important Dates


• March 3rd Item #3 Due on Canvas at 11:45 am (Literature Review on Research Question)


• May 3rd Item #4 Due on Canvas at 12:50 p.m. (Description of Research Hypotheses and Design)


Syllabus subject to change at instructor’s discretion





