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INR 6346-DW59 Politics of International Terrorism 
Summer Term D 2017 


 
Instructor: Thomas M. Dolan 
Course Mode: ONLINE 
Office Hours: Tuesday, 1-3 PM, 302 Howard Philips Hall and By Appointment 
Contact: thomas.dolan@ucf.edu and 407-823-6447 
 
 
Goals:  
 


• To familiarize students to the contemporary social science literature on terrorism 
• To improve students’ abilities to discuss and evaluate research on terrorism 
• To improve students’ abilities to theorize about and test hypotheses about terrorism 
• Note that advocacy of personally held political or policy positions is not a course goal, and 


will not be part of discussion in the course.  
 
General Course Expectations 
 
Reading 
Students should complete all readings by no later than Tuesday of each week.  As this is a 
graduate course, you are expected to grasp the core elements (question, theory, findings, and 
weaknesses) of each article through your own reading, and then further develop that 
knowledge through your participation in the online discussions. You should expect to be 
challenged by the nature and content of some of the readings, and you should plan enough 
time to complete them.  (As this is a shortened term course, the reading schedule is 
aggressive.) If you encounter difficulties with the readings, please contact the instructor: there 
is an art to reading academic articles.  If you are unfamiliar with how to interpret regression 
analysis, you are also encouraged to contact the instructor for advice, since many of the 
articles will use it.  Only readings that are not available through library databases are provided 
for you in the files section. 
 
Discussion 
Discussion is an essential part of the class, and you will be graded based on your weekly 
output.  Your first discussion post for each of the general topics should be at least 150 words 
and address the question through reference to more than one of the required readings.  
Because they are to reflect your thinking about the topic, you will not see your classmates’ 
contributions until you have posted.  Crafting your answers will help you think through some 
of the issues the readings address (both their strengths and their weaknesses).  They are also 
opportunities to demonstrate your command of the readings.  Follow up posts should do just 
that: they should address other students’ responses to the question.  Note that posting 
requirements are minimums, not maximums.   Make sure that the questions you ask after the 
required reading presentations (1) do not duplicate others’ questions and (2) are not trivial 
questions.  
 
Research 
Each student will write a research design or “conventional wisdom” paper, due 8 July.  A 
research design is, in essence, the first part of a research paper, and is appropriate for people 
whose course of study involves training to become political science researchers.  It defines your 
research question, the dependent variable, reviews relevant literature, presents a theory (or at 
least a well-explained theoretical intuition) and a hypothesis, and then explains how you would 
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test they hypothesis.  When you explain how you would text your hypothesis, you need to be 
specific about the methods you would use, how you would operationalize your variables, and 
the sources you would use for your information/data. You should plan to have your question 
approved by your instructor no later than the end of the third week of class.  Your discussion 
of relevant literature should include relevant readings from the courses but also at least non-
required peer-reviewed academic journal articles or books. The conventional wisdom paper is 
more appropriate for students who will be consumers of political science research.  It is focused 
on using peer-reviewed political science research to better understand and draw conclusions 
about commonly held beliefs about terrorism, responses to terrorism, and counter-terrorism.  
It should rely on academic political science publications (peer-reviewed journal articles and 
books published by university presses), some (but not all) of which may be listed on the 
syllabus.  
 
Flow of the Course  
 
Week 1: Course organization 


• Students must familiarize themselves with course plan 
• Students must sign up for being major presenters, article question answerers, and 


terror group presentation groups.  
• Read the Charles Tilly article and make 2 comments (on different days) in the “how 


should we define terrorism?” discussion by 12:00 (12:00 PM) Friday. 
• Students should start reading. 


Weeks 2-5 and 7-9 of the Term will follow the following pattern: 
• By 23:59 on the Saturday before the week begins (i.e., for week 2, by 23:59 on 20 May): 


Major Article Presenters post presentations 
• By Tuesday at 23:59 (11:59 PM): All students post initial discussion comments and 


questions 
• By Thursday at 23:59 (11:59 PM): All students post follow-up comments; Module 


Literature Reviews due.  
Week 6 is the Terror Group Presentation week.  


• By Saturday, 18 June (11:59 PM): Group Presentations must be posted.  
• By  Tuesday at 23:59 (11:59 PM) All students post discussion comments and questions 
• By Thursday at 23:59 (11:59 PM): All question answers and follow-up comments must 


be posted.  
 


Assignments:  
 
Serve as a Major Article Presenter (twice): 10% each time 


• Create and post by 23:59 on the Saturday before your week begins a narrated slide 
presentation (e.g. powerpoint) lasting not more than 5 minutes which describes the 
question, place in the literature, theory, methods, and findings of an assigned reading.  
Please note that it can take a while for powerpoint to save the video file combining voice 
and slides.  For technical assistance (for powerpoint) see https://goo.gl/PC6Sbp  


• Respond to half of the questions posed by fellow students by 23:59 on Tuesday (if fewer 
than 10 are posted contact instructor).  Should coordinate with Question Answerer. 


 
Serve as an Article Question Answerer (twice): 4% each time 


• Assist the Major Article Presenter in fielding questions about their article 
• Must field half of the student questions posted by 23:59 on Tuesday (if fewer than 10 


are posted contact instructor).  
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Write a 3 page Module Literature Review for one of modules 2-5: 15%. Due by Friday at 
23:59 of the module (week) you are writing about. 15% 


• Place the readings for that week in relation to each other (question, theory, methods, 
findings) and evaluate them.  Identify directions for future research on that topic. 


• You may not do an MLR on the same week your serve as a Major Article Presenter 
 
Group Presentation on a Terror Group: 6% 


• The presentation should involve an 8 minute narrated powerpoint, written analytical 
discussion, and presentation of other relevant media (video clips, images, documents, 
poetry, etc.)   


• Field Questions from other students 
 
Weekly Reading Discussion: 3% each week for 9 Weeks (24%) 


• Students must post at least one question for four different articles (except modules 1 
and 6) 


• Students must post an initial comment for each general discussion question.  (Students 
will not be able to see others’ comments until their initial comment is posted.) 


• Students must post at least one follow up comment that addresses another student’s 
post. In some cases, the instructor may “update” the question in response to posts; if 
so, it may be appropriate to respond to it. Also, students should always respond if the 
instructor asks questions about their initial post.   


 
Term Paper, 15 Pages: 30%, Due 8 July. Do one of the following: 


A. Research Design, Design a research project on terrorism, complete with clear question, 
4 page literature review, 5 page theoretical discussion, specific and falsifiable 
hypotheses, and clear statements of operational definitions, evidence sources and 
method of analysis. Political science graduate students may find this option better suited 
to their curricular needs. 


B. Conventional Wisdom Paper. Identify a claim often made about terrorism or counter-
terrorism about which significant research has been published by social scientists in 
academic articles and books published by university presses.  [Demonstrate that people 
make this claim using references to it in newspapers of record like the New York Times 
or Washington Post.] Use this research (at least 15 peer-reviewed papers) to draw 
conclusions about the truth—or falsity—of this claim.     


 
 
Miscellaneous Policies 
Grades 
Grades in my graduate courses can be interpreted in the following way: 
A 
93 or 
better 


High-quality professional work; ready to do work that could be published 
in the best journals 


A- 
90-
92.99 


Professional work; ready to do work that could be published in journals, 
but further development is necessary before the author is ready to 
publish in the best journals 


B+ 
88-
89.99 


Near professional quality work; further development needed before ready 
to produce journal publishable work 
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B 
83-
86.99 


Quality is acceptable; considerable development is needed before the 
author will be ready to produce journal publishable work 


B- 
80-
82.99 


Quality is marginally acceptable 


C 
70-
79.99 


Quality is problematic 


D 
60-
69.99 


Quality is not acceptable for graduate work 


F 
59.99 or 
below 


Fail 


 
Late Papers 
Papers are to be turned in by the date/time they are due.  If you foresee problems in 
meeting a particular deadline, please inform the instructor as soon as possible to 
request an extension.  Discussion posts can be made in advance, but can only be 
made after due date/times (generally for less credit) by permission of the instructor.   
 
Academic Integrity 
As reflected in the UCF creed, integrity and scholarship are core values that should 
guide our conduct and decisions as members of the UCF community. Plagiarism and 
cheating contradict these values, and so are very serious academic offenses. Penalties 
can include a failing grade in an assignment or in the course, or suspension or 
expulsion from the university. Students are expected to familiarize themselves with 
and follow the University’s Rules of Conduct (see http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/). 
 
Plagiarism and Cheating of any kind on an examination, quiz, or assignment will 
result at least in an "F" for that assignment (and may, depending on the severity of the 
case, lead to an "F" for the entire course) and may be subject to appropriate referral to 
the Office of Student Conduct for further action. See the UCF Golden Rule for further 
information. I will assume for this course that you will adhere to the academic creed of 
this University and will maintain the highest standards of academic integrity. In other 
words, don't cheat by giving answers to others or taking them from anyone else. I will 
also adhere to the highest standards of academic integrity, so please do not ask me to 
change (or expect me to change) your grade illegitimately or to bend or break rules for 
one person that will not apply to everyone.  
 
Accessibility 
If anyone believes the design of this course poses barriers to effectively 
participating and/or demonstrating learning in this course, please meet with 
me (with or without a Student Disability Services (SDS) accommodation letter) 
to discuss reasonable options or adjustments. During our discussion, I may 
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suggest the possibility/necessity of your contacting SDS (Ferrell Commons 
185; 407-823-2371; sds@ucf.edu) to talk about academic accommodations. 
You are welcome to talk to me at any point in the semester about course design 
concerns, but it is always best if we can talk at least one week prior to the need 
for any modifications. 
 
Changes to the Syllabus 
In the event that there is a need for there to be any changes to the syllabus, an 
announcement will be placed on webcourses.  Significant changes will also be 
announced by emails.   
 
Readings 
*Almost all readings are recent journal articles. Students should use library resources to locate 
published journal articles. Selections from books, etc. that are not otherwise available will be 
posted in the files section.   
 


Module 1: What is Terrorism? 
 


1. Charles Tilly, 2004, “Terror, Terrorism, Terrorists,” Sociological Theory, 22:1.  
 


Module 2: Strategy and Logic of Terrorism 
 


1. Andrew Kydd and Barbara F. Walter, “The Strategies of Terrorism,” International 
Security, Summer 2006. 


2. Michael Findley, James Piazza, and Joseph Young, 2012, “”Games Rivals Play” 
Terrorism in International Rivalries,” American Journal of Political Science, 74:1, 235-48. 


3. Erica Chenoweth, 2010.  “Democratic Competition and Terrorist Activity,” Journal of 
Politics 72:1, 16-30. 


4. Virginia Page Fortna, 2015. “Do Terrorists Win?” Rebels’ Use of Terrorism and Civil War 
Outcomes,” International Organization, 69:3 


5. Cullen Hendrix and Joseph Young, 2014. “State Capacity and Terrorism,” Security 
Studies, 23:2, 329-63. 


6. M Findley and Young, “Terrorism and Credible Commitments,” International Studies 
Quarterly, 2011. 


7. Max Abrahms. 2012. “The Political Effectiveness of Terrorism Revisited,” Comparative 
Political Studies, 45:3, 366-393 
 


 
Module 3: Origins of Terrorism and Terrorists 


 
1. J. Kavanagh, “Selection, Availability, and Opportunity: The Conditional Effect of Poverty 


on Terrorist Group Participation,” Journal of Conflict Resolution, 2011. 
2. Flanigan, Shawn Teresa (2008) 'Nonprofit Service Provision by Insurgent Organizations: 


The Cases of Hizballah and the Tamil Tigers', Studies in Conflict & Terrorism, 31: 6 
3. S. Cottee and Hayward, “Terrorist (E)motives: The Existential Attractions of Terrorism,” 


Studies in Conflict and Terrorism, 2011 
4. Thomas Hegghammer, 2013.  “Should I stay or Should I go? Explaining Variation in 


Western Jihadists’ Choice between Domestic and Foreign Fighting,” American Political 
Science Review, 107:1. 







6 
 


5. Jakana Thomas and Kanisha Bond. 2015. “Women’s’ Participation in Violent Political 
Organizations,” American Political Science Review, 109:3. 


6. Khaled Fattah and K. M. Fierke. 2009. “A Clash of Emotions: The Politics of Humiliation 
and Political Violence in the Middle East,” European Journal of International Relations, 
15:1, 67-93 


 
Module 4: Terror Organizations 


 
1. Martha Crenshaw, “Theories of Terrorism: Instrumental and Organizational 


Approaches,” Journal of Strategic Studies, 1987. 
2. Abrahms, Max, and Philip B. K. Potter, “Explaining Terrorism: Leadership Deficits and 


Militant Group Tactics,” International Organization, Vol. 69, No. 2 (Spring 2015), pp. 
311–342. 


3. Lidsay Heger, Danielle Jung, and Wendy Wong, “Organizing for Resistance: How Group 
Structure Impacts the Character of Violence,” Terrorism and Political Violence, 2012. 


4. Michael Horowitzs and Philip Potter.  “Allying to Kill,” Journal of Conflict Resolution, 
58:2, 2014. 


5. Michael Kenney et al. “Structure and Performance in a Violent Extremist Network,” 
Journal of Conflict Resolution, (OnlineFirst 2016) 
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0022002716631104  


6. Arie Perliger, Gabriel Koehler-Derrick and Mai Pedahzur, 2016. « The Gap Between 
Participation and Violence,” International Studies Quarterly. 


 
Module 5: Tactics, Techniques, and Practices 


 
1. Pape, R.  (2003) “The Logic of Suicide Terrorism,” American Political Science Review.   


97:3 
2. Michael Horowitz, “Non-State Actors and the Diffusion of Innovations: The Case of 


Suicide Terrorism” International Organization, 64:1 (Winter 2010), pp. 33-64. 
3. Bryan Early, Matthew Fuhrmann, and Quan Li.  2013. “Atoms for Terror?” Nuclear 


Programs and Non-Catastrophic Nuclear and Radiological Terrorism,” British Journal of 
Political Science.  43: 915-36. 


4. Michael Freeman, “The Sources of Terrorist Financing: Theory and Typology,” Studies in 
Conflict and Terrorism, 2012. 


5. John Horgan and Max Taylor. 1999. “Playing the Green Card: Financing the Provisional 
IRA Part 1.” Terrorism and Political Violence,11(1): 1-38.  


6. Keir Lieber and Daryl Press. 2013. “Why States Won’t Give Nuclear Weapons to 
Terrorists,” International Security, 38:1, 80-104. 


 
Module 6: Specific Terror Groups 


 
Group Presentations on Particular Terror Groups.  Presentations must be up by Saturday, 18 
June at 23:59. 
 


Module 7: Target Responses to Terrorism 
 


1. T. Dannenbaum, “Bombs, Ballots, and Coercion: The Madrid Bombings, Electoral 
Politics, and Terrorist Strategy,” Security Studies 2011 


2. Leonie Huddy, Stanley Feldman, Charles Taber, and Gallya Lahav, “Threat, Anxiety, 
and Support of Antiterrorism Policies,” American Journal of Political Science, Vol. 49, No. 
3 (Jul., 2005) 
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3. Anna Getmansky and Thomas Zeitzoff, 2014. “Terrorism and Voting: the Effect of 
Rocket Threat on Voting in Isreali Elections,” American Political Science Review, 108:3. 


4. Marc Hetherington and Elizabeth Suhay, 2011. “Authoritarianism, Threat, and 
Americans’ support of the War on Terror,” American Journal of Political Science, 55:3, 
546-60. 


5. Shana Hushner Gadarian, 2010. “The Politics of Threat: How Terrorism News Shapes 
Foreign Policy Attitudes,” Journal of Politics 72:2, 469-83. 


6. Robin Wagner-Pacifici, 1996. The Moro Morality Play, Chicago: University of Chicago 
Press, Selected chapters (in “files”) 


 
Module 8: Counter-terrorism 


 
1. Ursala Dazecker and Michael Hess.  2012. “Repression Hurts: Coercive Government 


Responses and the Demise of Terrorist Campaigns,” British Journal of Political Science, 
43: 559-77. 


2. Erik Dahl, “The Plots that Failed: Intelligence Lessons Learned from Unsuccessful 
Terrorist Attacks Against the US,” Studies in Conflict and Terrorism, 2011. 


3. Matt Buehler, “Safety-Valve Elections and the Arab Spring: The Weakening (and 
Resurgence) of Morocco’s Islamist Opposition Party,” Terrorism and Political Violence, 
2013 


4. Eric Neumayer, Thomas Plumper, and Mariaelisa Epifanio, “The Peer Effect in Counter-
Terrorist Policies,” International Organization, 68:1, 2014 


5. Patrick B. Johnston and  Anoop K. Sarbahi.  “The Impact of US Drone Strikes on 
Terrorism in Pakistan” International Studies Quarterly,  60:2, 203-219 


6. Jenna Jordan, “Attacking the Leader, Missing the Mark: Why Terrorist Groups Survive 
Decapitation Strikes,” International Security 38:4, 7-38. 


 
Module 9: Ending Terrorism  


 
1. Neumann, Peter R.(2005) 'The bullet and the ballot box: The case of the IRA ', Journal of 


Strategic Studies, 28: 6 
2. R. Alonso, “Why Do Terrorists Stop?” Analyzing Why ETA Members Abandon or 


Continue with Terrorism,” Studies in Conflict and Terrorism, 2011. 
3. Brian Phillips, 2014. “Terrorist Group Cooperation and Longevity,” International Studies 


Quarterly, 58:336-47. 
4. Horgan, John and Braddock, Kurt (2010) 'Rehabilitating the Terrorists?: Challenges in 


Assessing the Effectiveness of De-radicalization Programs', Terrorism and Political 
Violence, 22: 2 


5. Silke, Andrew(1999) 'Rebel's dilemma: The changing relationship between the IRA, Sinn 
Féin and paramilitary vigilantism in Northern Ireland', Terrorism and Political Violence, 
11: 1 


6. Audrey Kurth Cronin, “How al-Qaida Ends,” International Security, (2006) 31:1. 
 
 


 
 








Jump to Today  Edit


Instructor: Barry Edwards, J.D., Ph.D. (About Me)


Office: Howard Phillips Hall 305B (Where's This?


(http://map.ucf.edu/locations/14/howard-phillips-hall-hph/)


)


Office Hours: Wednesdays 10 am - Noon


Phone: 407-823-2608


E-mail: barry.edwards@ucf.edu


Course Name: Judicial Process and Politics


Course ID & Section: POS 4284-DW59


Credit Hours: 3


Semester/Year: Summer 2017


Web Only Course


Judicial Process and Politics examines the role of the judiciary in American society.  Please read this syllabus carefully. 


This is an online only course.  The course material is organized into a series of modules.  When you've finished reading


this syllabus, you can start with the "Start Here" module (there's a link to it at the bottom of the syllabus).


In this course, we will primarily be concerned with the process of law, rather than the product of legal processes. The law


is not simply a collection of outcomes, policies, decisions and decrees. Law is also a method for transforming contentious


issues into enforced solutions. But this process is far from simple or mechanical. Abstract rules and general principles


provide some guidance in this transformation of contentiousness, but social norms, broader public understanding, and


strategies of legal interpretation also play a role in this process.


A number of important questions will concern us throughout this course. Beyond understanding the mechanics of how


courts function, the players who are involved and their role in society, we want to form opinions on how the judicial


process ought to function. How should judges interpret decisions? How should the Supreme Court decide cases? If the


current process is flawed, then what should replace it?


This course provides information so that you will be able to form your own responses to those questions. Political


scientists often do not agree on how those queries should be answered; this course will present some of their theories.


Then you will evaluate the merits of any particular answer compared to other possibilities.


University Course Catalog Description: Study of the formal and informal judicial process. Legal culture, bureaucratic


model, judicial recruitment and outputs, comparative judicial behavior.


Course prerequisites: ENC 1102 (Freshman Composition II), POS 2041 (American National Government) or consent of


the instructor. 


Understand terminology and concepts related to judicial process and politics


https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257230
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Understand basic history and organizational principles of U.S. court system


Evaluate the role of the courts in democratic society


Compare the popular perception of the legal system to the realities of American courtrooms


Evaluate the fairness of the judicial system for racial minorities and the poor


Develop in-depth understanding of a particular judicial process through direct observation and critical analysis


REQUIRED: Neubauer, David, and Stephen Meinhold. 2016.  Judicial Process: Law, Courts, and Politics in the United


States, Seventh Edition. Boston, MA: Wadsworth, Cengage Learning (hereafter “Neubauer & Meinhold”). ISBN-13:


978-1305506527, ISBN-10: 1305506529. See on Amazon  (https://www.amazon.com/Judicial-Process-Courts-


Politics-United/dp/1305506529/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1470240246)


REQUIRED: Lewis, Anthony. 1989. Gideon's Trumpet. New York: Vintage Books. ISBN-13: 978-0679723127.


ISBN-10: 0679723129 [Originally published in 1964].  See on Amazon  (http://www.amazon.com/Gideons-Trumpet-


Anthony-Lewis/dp/0679723129/ref=la_B000APOQU0_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1437530734&sr=1-1) .  


BOOK BUYING ISSUES?  Don't wait until the second or third week of class to get the books required for this class.  If


the timing of financial aid is an issue, take advantage of UCF's Textbook Purchase Programs (https://finaid.ucf.edu


/receiving/funds_for_books.html) .


SUPPLEMENTAL READINGS. Additional readings will be announced and/or distributed online.  In particular, these


readings will focus on rulings from the most recent Supreme Court term(s), and articles regarding the various uses of


federal and state judicial power.


RECOMMENDED: Read your local newspaper's coverage of trials in your area.  It's not only interesting to see how


these cases are reported, news reports can alert you to great opportunities to observe courtroom proceedings in your


area (which will help you complete the required original research project). 


Your final grade is based on following components:
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Module Review Exercises (10%) - Each numbered module in this course contains at least one exercise design to


increase your understanding of the assigned material.  Your lowest module review exercise score will be dropped.


1. 


Module Quizzes (40%) - Each substantive module in this course includes a short quiz to test your understanding of


the assigned material.  Module quizzes consist of multiple choice, true-false, and short answer questions.  Your lowest


module quiz score will be dropped.


2. 


Small Group Discussions (10%) - Each student will be assigned to a small group of 5-6 students.  We'll do our best


to group students based on interests and location.  In your small groups, you'll discuss how the course material relates


to your particular interests and will also help one another with your original research projects. 


3. 


Final Exam (20%) – The final examination is cumulative and will require students to apply their understanding of the


subject matter in a constructive manner.  Students can expect a mix of multiple choice, short answer, and essay


questions.  At least one of the essay questions will require students to apply course material to a hypothetical


situation.


4. 


Original Research Project (20%) - A significant component of this course will be your original research on a judicial


process you want to learn more about.  This projects requires both directed reading and field research.  Our state and


federal judicial systems are diverse and offer abundant opportunities to study law and courts in action. By the end of


the semester, you will submit a 5-6 page Final Report on your original research.  The assignment pages contain more


information about this assignment. 


5. 


This is a three credit hour class.  The workload expectation per credit hour is set forth in the UCF Catalog, Registration


Policies, Terms and Credit Hours (http://catalog.ucf.edu/policies/registration-policies#Terms_and_Credit_Hours) , which


states the amount of work represented by one credit hour is not less than "One hour of classroom or direct faculty


instruction and a minimum of two hours of out of class student work each week [or equivalent work in internship, directed


readings, etc.] for approximately fifteen weeks for one semester or the equivalent amount of work over a different amount


of time."  In an online class, you make up for hours of class time on your own.  This means you are expected to work at


least 9 hours per week on this class in a regular Fall or Spring Semester or 18 hours per week on this class in an


abbreviated Summer Term. 


This class does not take a week off for Spring Break during Spring 2017 in order to fit the final exam schedule.  If you


have a trip planned, I strongly encourage you to work ahead so this class won't interfere with your plans.


Make-ups for in-class writing, quizzes, the midterm, or the final exam will only be allowed for official University activities or


personal emergencies.  Written documentation is required.  Make-up assessments may be different.  Students may


participate in an optional discussion about upcoming judicial proceedings in Florida to earn extra credit (up to 5%).


Completing all your work by the specified dues dates is important to your success in this class.  Late work will be


penalized.  Your score on late work will be reduced 10% per day late.  For example, if you receive a score of 9 out of 10


on a quiz two days after it was due (i.e. you took a quiz due Sunday on Tuesday instead), your score will be reduced 20%,


so you will receive a 7.2 out of 10 on that quiz.  You will receive no credit for work complete ten or more days after its due


date.  However, because modules unlock only after your have completed prior modules, so you will still need to finish your


work (for no credit) to complete this class. 
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Any missing assignments are treated as 0 scores for the purposes of calculating final course grades.


Incomplete grades are given only in situations where unexpected emergencies prevent a student from completing the


course and the remaining work can be completed the next semester. Your instructor is the final authority on whether you


qualify for an incomplete. Incomplete work must be finished by the end of the subsequent semester or the “I” will


automatically be recorded as an “F” on your transcript.


There are no group projects in this class.  You are welcome to discuss course material with other students, but you are


responsible for your own work. 


Plagiarism and cheating of any kind on an examination, quiz, or assignment will result at least in an "F" for that


assignment (and may, depending on the severity of the case, lead to an "F" for the entire course) and may be subject to


appropriate referral to the Office of Student Conduct (http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/faq#students) for further action. See


the UCF Golden Rule (http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/)  for further information. I will assume for this course that you


will adhere to the academic creed of this University and will maintain the highest standards of academic integrity. In other


words, don't cheat by giving answers to others or taking them from anyone else. I will also adhere to the highest standards


of academic integrity, so please do not ask me to change (or expect me to change) your grade illegitimately or to bend or


break rules for one person that will not apply to everyone.


The University Writing Center (UWC) is a free resource for UCF undergraduates and graduates. At the UWC, a trained


writing consultant will work individually with you on anything you're writing (in or out of class), at any point in the writing


process from brainstorming to editing. Appointments are recommended, but not required. For more information or to make


an appointment, visit the UWC website (http://uwc.cah.ucf.edu/) , stop by MOD 608, or call 407.823.2197.


You do not need to come to the UCF campus to receive help from a trained writing tutor.  As a UCF student, you have


access to writing tutors at the UCF Online Writing Center.  You can schedule an online consultation


(http://uwc.cah.ucf.edu/schedule-a-consultation/) with a writing tutor.  You can get the help you need to complete the Final
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Date Details


Mon May 15, 2017


UCF Classes Begin (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1407173&


include_contexts=course_1257230)
12am


Quiz: About You and Your Interests (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257230/assignments


/5199781)
due by 11:59pm


Quiz: SOL in the Court System (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257230/assignments


/5199777)
due by 11:59pm


Syllabus Quiz (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257230/assignments/5199778) due by 11:59pm


Report of your Civic Engagement Project online at a time convenient to you!  This service is free to you. 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all persons with disabilities.


This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students with disabilities who need accommodations in this


course must contact the professor at the beginning of the semester to discuss needed accommodations. No


accommodations will be provided until the student has met with the professor to request accommodations. Students who


need accommodations must be registered with Student Accessibility Services (http://www.sds.ucf.edu/) , Ferrell


Commons, 7F, Room 185, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting


accommodations from the professor.


This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, images, text materials, etc. These


items are being used with regard to the Fair Use doctrine in order to enhance the learning environment. Please do not


copy, duplicate, download or distribute these items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for this online


classroom environment and your use only. All copyright materials are credited to the copyright holder.


During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or software applications sometimes


called third-party software such as a blog or wiki. While some of these could be required assignments, you


need not make any personally identifying information on a public site. Do not post or provide any private information


about yourself or your classmates. Where appropriate you may use a pseudonym or nickname. Some written


assignments posted publicly may require personal reflection/comments, but the assignments will not require you to


disclose any personally identity-sensitive information. If you have any concerns about this, please contact your instructor.


As of Fall, 2014, all faculty are required to document students' academic activity at the beginning of each course.  In order


to document that you began this course, please complete the Evidence of Academic Engagement Quiz by the end of


the first week of classes or as soon as possible after adding the course.  Failure to do so may result in a delay in the


disbursement of your financial aid.
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Date Details


Wed May 17, 2017


Read Gideon's Trumpet, pp. 3-11. (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1407172&


include_contexts=course_1257230)
12am


Read Neubauer & Meinhold, pp. 1-15 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1407171&


include_contexts=course_1257230)
12am


Law, Courts & Politics Module Quiz (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257230/assignments


/5199768)
due by 11:59pm


Law, Courts, and Politics Hangman (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257230/assignments


/5199803)
due by 11:59pm


Fri May 19, 2017
Evidence of Academic Engagement Quiz (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257230/assignments


/5199775)
due by 5pm


Sun May 21, 2017


Read Gideon's Trumpet, pp. 12-30. (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1407190&


include_contexts=course_1257230)
12am


Read Neubauer & Meinhold, pp. 16-45 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1407189&


include_contexts=course_1257230)
12am


Discussion: Meet Your Small Group (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257230/assignments


/5199793)
due by 11:59pm


Law and Legal Systems Module Quiz (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257230/assignments


/5199783)
due by 11:59pm


Law and Legal Systems Vocab Word Search (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257230


/assignments/5199802)
due by 11:59pm


Mon May 22, 2017
Reminder: Small Group Discussion Replies Due (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1407165&include_contexts=course_1257230)
12am


Wed May 24, 2017


Read Gideon's Trumpet, pp. 31-46. (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1407183&


include_contexts=course_1257230)
12am


Read Neubauer & Meinhold, pp. 46-79 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1407188&


include_contexts=course_1257230)
12am


Federal Courts Crossword (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257230/assignments/5199799) due by 11:59pm


Federal Courts Module Quiz (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257230/assignments/5199787) due by 11:59pm


Sun May 28, 2017


Read Gideon's Trumpet, pp. 47-58. (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1407181&


include_contexts=course_1257230)
12am


Read Neubauer & Meinhold, pp. 80-112 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1407170&include_contexts=course_1257230)
12am


Discussion: Visit a Nearby Courthouse (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257230


/assignments/5199794)
due by 11:59pm


State Courts Jeopardy Game (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257230/assignments


/5199806)
due by 11:59pm


State Courts Module Quiz (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257230/assignments/5199769) due by 11:59pm


Mon May 29, 2017
Reminder: Small Group Discussion Replies Due (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1407164&include_contexts=course_1257230)
12am


Wed May 31, 2017


Read Gideon's Trumpet, pp. 59-81. (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1407180&


include_contexts=course_1257230)
12am
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Date Details


Read Neubauer & Meinhold, pp. 113-148 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1407187&include_contexts=course_1257230)
12am


Lawyers and Legal Representation Crossword Puzzle (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1257230/assignments/5199804)
due by 11:59pm


Lawyers and Legal Representation Module Quiz (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257230


/assignments/5199773)
due by 11:59pm


Sun Jun 4, 2017


Read Gideon's Trumpet, pp. 82-99. (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1407179&


include_contexts=course_1257230)
12am


Read Neubauer & Meinhold, pp. 149-185 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1407169&include_contexts=course_1257230)
12am


Discussion: Relating Course Material to Your Project (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1257230/assignments/5199792)
due by 11:59pm


Judges Hangman Game (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257230/assignments/5199801) due by 11:59pm


Judges Module Quiz (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257230/assignments/5199772) due by 11:59pm


Mon Jun 5, 2017
Reminder: Small Group Discussion Replies Due (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1407163&include_contexts=course_1257230)
12am


Wed Jun 7, 2017


Read Gideon's Trumpet, pp. 100-106 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1407168&


include_contexts=course_1257230)
12am


Read Neubauer & Meinhold, pp. 186-211 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1407196&include_contexts=course_1257230)
12am


Mobilizing the Law Jeopardy Game (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257230/assignments


/5199805)
due by 11:59pm


Mobilizing the Law Module Quiz (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257230/assignments


/5199784)
due by 11:59pm


Sun Jun 11, 2017


Read Gideon's Trumpet, pp. 107-122. (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1407178&


include_contexts=course_1257230)
12am


Read Neubauer & Meinhold, pp. 212-241 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1407177&include_contexts=course_1257230)
12am


Criminal Justice: Preliminary Stages Module Quiz (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1257230/assignments/5199780)
due by 11:59pm


Criminal Justice: Preliminary Stages Sequencer (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257230


/assignments/5199797)
due by 11:59pm


Discussion: Additional Research on Your Project (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257230


/assignments/5199789)
due by 11:59pm


Mon Jun 12, 2017
Reminder: Small Group Discussion Replies Due (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1407162&include_contexts=course_1257230)
12am


Wed Jun 14, 2017


Read Gideon's Trumpet, pp. 123-145. (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1407176&


include_contexts=course_1257230)
12am


Read Neubauer & Meinhold, pp. 242-280 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1407167&include_contexts=course_1257230)
12am


Criminal Justice Word Search (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257230/assignments


/5199798)
due by 11:59pm
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Date Details


Criminal Justice: Bargaining and Sentencing Module Quiz (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/courses/1257230/assignments/5199779)
due by 11:59pm


Sun Jun 18, 2017


Read Gideon's Trumpet, pp. 146-168. (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1407195&


include_contexts=course_1257230)
12am


Read Neubauer & Meinhold, pp. 281-314 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1407194&include_contexts=course_1257230)
12am


Civil Litigation: Disputing Pyramid Sequencer (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257230


/assignments/5199796)
due by 11:59pm


Civil Litigation: How Cases Begin Module Quiz (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257230


/assignments/5199774)
due by 11:59pm


Discussion: Status of Your Field Research (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257230


/assignments/5199791)
due by 11:59pm


Mon Jun 19, 2017
Reminder: Small Group Discussion Replies Due (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1407161&include_contexts=course_1257230)
12am


Wed Jun 21, 2017


Read Gideon's Trumpet, pp. 169-190. (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1407193&


include_contexts=course_1257230)
12am


Read Neubauer & Meinhold, pp. 315-342 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1407192&include_contexts=course_1257230)
12am


UCF Withdrawal Deadline (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1407158&


include_contexts=course_1257230)
12am


Civil Litigation Crossword Puzzle (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257230/assignments


/5199795)
due by 11:59pm


Civil Litigation: How Cases End Module Quiz (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257230


/assignments/5199785)
due by 11:59pm


Sun Jun 25, 2017


Read Gideon's Trumpet, pp. 191-201. (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1407191&


include_contexts=course_1257230)
11pm


Read Neubauer & Meinhold, pp. 343-373 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1407186&include_contexts=course_1257230)
11pm


Discussion: Status of Your Research Paper (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257230


/assignments/5199790)
due by 11:59pm


Trials and Juries Module Quiz (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257230/assignments


/5199782)
due by 11:59pm


Trials and Juries Sequencer (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257230/assignments/5199808) due by 11:59pm


Mon Jun 26, 2017
Reminder: Small Group Discussion Replies Due (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1407160&include_contexts=course_1257230)
12am


Sun Jul 2, 2017


Read Gideon's Trumpet, pp. 202-217. (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1407159&


include_contexts=course_1257230)
12am


Read Neubauer & Meinhold, pp. 374-405 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1407166&include_contexts=course_1257230)
12am


Extra Credit: Major Florida Trials (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257230/assignments


/5199788)
due by 11:59pm


The Appellate Process Hangman Game (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257230


/assignments/5199807)
due by 11:59pm
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Date Details


The Appellate Process Module Quiz (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257230/assignments


/5199770)
due by 11:59pm


Wed Jul 5, 2017
Upload Your Original Research Project: Final Report (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1257230/assignments/5199809)
due by 11:59pm


Sun Jul 9, 2017


Read Gideon's Trumpet, pp. 218-233. (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1407175&


include_contexts=course_1257230)
12am


Read Neubauer & Meinhold, pp. 406-435 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1407185&include_contexts=course_1257230)
12am


U.S. Supreme Court Agenda Setting Crossword Puzzle (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1257230/assignments/5199810)
due by 11:59pm


U.S. Supreme Court Agenda Setting Module Quiz (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257230


/assignments/5199786)
due by 11:59pm


Wed Jul 12, 2017


Read Gideon's Trumpet, pp. 234-250. (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1407182&


include_contexts=course_1257230)
12am


Read Neubauer & Meinhold, pp. 436-473 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1407184&include_contexts=course_1257230)
12am


Identify Warren Court Justices (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257230/assignments


/5199800)
due by 11:59pm


U.S. Supreme Court Justices and Their Decisions Module Quiz (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/courses/1257230/assignments/5199771)
due by 11:59pm


Sun Jul 16, 2017
POS 4284 Final Exam, Summer 2017 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257230/assignments


/5199776)
due by 11:59pm


Thu Jul 20, 2017
Grades Due to UCF (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1407174&


include_contexts=course_1257230)
12am
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Jump to Today  Edit


Instructor: Barry Edwards, J.D., Ph.D. (About Me)


Office: Howard Phillips Hall 305B (Where's This? (http://map.ucf.edu


/locations/14/howard-phillips-hall-hph/) )


Office Hours: Wed. 10 am - 12 noon


Phone: 407-823-2608


E-mail: barry.edwards@ucf.edu


Course Name: American Constitutional Law II: Civil Rights & Civil


Liberties


Course ID & Section: POS 4604-DW59


Credit Hours: 3


Semester/Year: Summer 2017


Web Only Course


Constitutional Law II: Civil Rights and Civil Liberties examines the protections afforded individuals by the Bill of Rights of the U.S. Constitution.  This is an


online only course.  The course material is organized into numbered modules to be completed sequentially.  Students can complete some assignments at


their own pace, but should participate in regular small group discussion at roughly the same time as other students in the class.  University Course Catalog


Description: Development of civil liberties and civil rights in the American federal system.


Please read this syllabus carefully.  When you've finished reading this syllabus, you can start with the "Start Here" module (there's a link to it at the bottom of


the syllabus)  The Start Here module includes a Syllabus Quiz and you must score 5/5 on it to unlock numbered modules.


ENC 1102 (Freshman Composition II), POS 2041 (American National Government), or consent of the instructor. I encourage you to take POS 4284 (Judicial


Process and Politics) prior to taking this class.


The objective of this course is to introduce you to the important role that the United States Constitution has in orienting American politics and governance.


With this end in mind, we will explore the Constitution, its various interpretations, and the role of the judiciary in constitutional application, examples of the


influence it has had on the function of government, and the case law that has emanated from its interpretation. The objectives of this class include the


following:


Understand key constitution terms and concepts


Understand historically significant Supreme Court decisions


Analyze historical trends in Supreme Court composition and decision making


Evaluate and apply constitutional precedents


Apply legal reasoning to complex hypothetical problems


Engage in discussion and deliberation of constitutional issues


Improve writing and critical thinking skills


Build collaboration skills and practice professional work habits


Epstein, Lee, and Thomas Walker. 2016. Constitutional Law for a Changing America: Rights, Liberties, and Justice, Ninth Edition. Thousand Oaks, CA: CQ


Press, an Imprint of Sage Publications, Inc.  ISBN-13: 978-1483384016, ISBN-10: 1483384012. (hereafter “Epstein & Walker”). *Make sure you buy the


textbook with the blue cover (see image below) not similarly titled textbook with the brown cover.** See on Amazon  (https://www.amazon.com


/Constitutional-Law-Changing-America-Liberties/dp/1483384012/ref=sr_1_fkmr0_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1480513569) .
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Additional readings will be announced and/or distributed in class. In particular, these readings will focus on rulings from the most recent Supreme Court


term(s) and emerging issues in constitutional law.


Your final grade is based on the following components:


Module Quizzes (50%) – Each numbered module contains a quiz which includes multiple choice, true false questions, and a short answer question. 


Your lowest module quiz score will be dropped.


1. 


Module Review Exercises (15%) – Each numbered module contains one or more graded review exercises, such as crossword puzzles, matching


games, etc.  Your lowest module review exercise score will be dropped.


2. 


Small Group Discussions (15%) – Each numbered module includes a small group discussion of a constitutional problem or issue.  Each student will be


assigned to a small group of 5-6 students.  Your lowest small group discussion score will be dropped.


3. 


Final Exam (20%) – The Final Examination is cumulative and will require students to apply their understanding of the subject matter in a comprehensive


manner. Students can expect a mix of multiple choice and true-false questions on the Final Exam.


4. 


This is a three credit hour class.  The workload expectation per credit hour is set forth in the UCF Catalog, Registration Policies, Terms and Credit Hours


(http://catalog.ucf.edu/policies/registration-policies#Terms_and_Credit_Hours) , which states the amount of work represented by one credit hour is not less


than "One hour of classroom or direct faculty instruction and a minimum of two hours of out of class student work each week [or equivalent work in


internship, directed readings, etc.] for approximately fifteen weeks for one semester or the equivalent amount of work over a different amount of time."  In an


online class, you make up for hours of class time on your own.  This means you are expected to work at least 9 hours per week on this class in a regular Fall


or Spring Semester or 18 hours per week on this class in an abbreviated Summer Term. 


This class does not take a week off for July 4th in order to fit the final exam schedule.  If you have a trip planned, I strongly encourage you to work ahead so


this class won't interfere with your plans.


Make-up work will only be allowed for official University activities or personal emergencies.  Written documentation is required.  Make-up assessments may


be different.  There are no extra credit assignments. 


Completing all your work by the specified dues dates is important to your success in this class.  Late work will be penalized.  Your score on late work will be


reduced 10% per day late.  For example, if receive a score of 9 our of 10 on a quiz two days after it was due (i.e. you took a quiz due Sunday on Tuesday


instead), your score will be reduced 20%, so you will receive a 7.2 out of 10 on that quiz.  You will receive no credit for work complete ten or more days after


its due date.  However, because modules unlock only after your have completed prior modules, so you will still need to finish your work (for no credit) to


complete this class. 
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Any missing assignments are treated as 0 scores for the purposes of calculating final course grades.


Incomplete grades are given only in situations where unexpected emergencies prevent a student from completing the course and the remaining work can be


completed the next semester. Your instructor is the final authority on whether you qualify for an incomplete. Incomplete work must be finished by the end of


the subsequent semester or the “I” will automatically be recorded as an “F” on your transcript.


There are no group projects in this class.  You are welcome to discuss course material with other students, and expected to discuss constitutional problems


and issues with your small group, but you are responsible for your own work. 


Plagiarism and cheating of any kind on an examination, quiz, or assignment will result at least in an "F" for that assignment (and may, depending on the


severity of the case, lead to an "F" for the entire course) and may be subject to appropriate referral to the Office of Student Conduct (http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu


/faq#students) for further action. See the UCF Golden Rule (http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/)  for further information. I will assume for this course that you


will adhere to the academic creed of this University and will maintain the highest standards of academic integrity. In other words, don't cheat by giving


answers to others or taking them from anyone else. I will also adhere to the highest standards of academic integrity, so please do not ask me to change (or


expect me to change) your grade illegitimately or to bend or break rules for one person that will not apply to everyone.  See Academic Integrity, Plagiarism,


and Citations for additional information and answers to frequently asked questions.


The University Writing Center (UWC) is a free resource for UCF undergraduates and graduates. At the UWC, a trained writing consultant will work


individually with you on anything you're writing (in or out of class), at any point in the writing process from brainstorming to editing. Appointments are


recommended, but not required. For more information or to make an appointment, visit the UWC website (http://uwc.cah.ucf.edu/) , stop by MOD 608, or call


407.823.2197.


You do not need to come to the UCF campus to receive help from a trained writing tutor.  As a UCF student, you have access to writing tutors at the UCF


Online Writing Center.  You can schedule an online consultation (http://uwc.cah.ucf.edu/schedule-a-consultation/) with a writing tutor.  You can get the help


you need to complete the Final Report of your Civic Engagement Project online at a time convenient to you!  This service is free to you. 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate


formats upon request. Students with disabilities who need accommodations in this course must contact the professor at the beginning of the semester to


discuss needed accommodations. No accommodations will be provided until the student has met with the professor to request accommodations. Students


who need accommodations must be registered with Student Disability Services (http://www.sds.ucf.edu/) , Ferrell Commons, 7F, Room 185, phone (407)


823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting accommodations from the professor.


This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, images, text materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to


the Fair Use doctrine in order to enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, download or distribute these items. The use of these


materials is strictly reserved for this online classroom environment and your use only. All copyright materials are credited to the copyright holder.


During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or software applications sometimes called third-party software such as a


blog or wiki. While some of these could be required assignments, you need not make any personally identifying information on a public site. Do not post or


provide any private information about yourself or your classmates. Where appropriate you may use a pseudonym or nickname. Some written assignments


posted publicly may require personal reflection/comments, but the assignments will not require you to disclose any personally identity-sensitive information. If


you have any concerns about this, please contact your instructor.


As of Fall, 2014, all faculty are required to document students' academic activity at the beginning of each course.  In order to document that you began this


course, please complete the the Syllabus Quiz by the end of the first week of classes or as soon as possible after adding the course.  Failure to do


so may result in a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid.


START HERE MODULE
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Date Details


Mon May 15, 2017
UCF Classes Start (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1407201&include_contexts=course_1257231) 12am


Syllabus Quiz (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257231/assignments/5199859) due by 11:59pm


Wed May 17, 2017


Review Exercise: Judicial Review and Incorporation Doctrine Cases (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257231/assignments


/5199889)
due by 11:59pm


Review Exercise: Supreme Court Crossword Puzzle (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257231/assignments/5199891) due by 11:59pm


Thu May 18, 2017


Study Group Discussion: Incorporation Doctrine (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257231/assignments/5199864) due by 11:59pm


Study Group Discussion: The Supreme Court's Opinion Writing Process (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257231


/assignments/5199863)
due by 11:59pm


Fri May 19, 2017


Reminder: Replies Due in Small Group Discussions (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1407208&


include_contexts=course_1257231)
12am


Evidence of Academic Engagement Quiz (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257231/assignments/5199829) due by 11:59pm


Try the Practice Quiz: Introduction to U.S. Constitution and U.S. Supreme Court (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257231


/assignments/5199852)
due by 11:59pm


Try the Practice Quiz: Judicial Review and the Incorporation Doctrine (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257231/assignments


/5199853)
due by 11:59pm


Sun May 21, 2017


Module Quiz: Introduction to U.S. Constitution and U.S. Supreme Court (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257231


/assignments/5199862)
due by 11:59pm


Module Quiz: Judicial Review and the Incorporation Doctrine (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257231/assignments/5199840) due by 11:59pm


Wed May 24, 2017
Review Exercise: Establishment Clause Cases (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257231/assignments/5199883) due by 11:59pm


Review Exercise: Free Exercise Cases (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257231/assignments/5199886) due by 11:59pm


Thu May 25, 2017
Study Group Discussion: Encouraging Prayer in Utopia (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257231/assignments/5199866) due by 11:59pm


Study Group Discussion: Unusual Religious Practices (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257231/assignments/5199865) due by 11:59pm


Fri May 26, 2017


Reminder: Replies Due in Small Group Discussions (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1407203&


include_contexts=course_1257231)
12am


Try the Practice Quiz: Free Exercise of Religion (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257231/assignments/5199851) due by 11:59pm


Try the Practice Quiz: The Establishment Clause (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257231/assignments/5199836) due by 11:59pm


Sun May 28, 2017
Module Quiz: Free Exercise of Religion (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257231/assignments/5199831) due by 11:59pm


Module Quiz: The Establishment Clause (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257231/assignments/5199835) due by 11:59pm


Wed May 31, 2017


Review Exercise: Development of Free Speech Standards Cases (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257231/assignments


/5199882)
due by 11:59pm


Review Exercise: Free Speech Content and Context Cases (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257231/assignments/5199887) due by 11:59pm


Thu Jun 1, 2017
Study Group Discussion: HerePiggie.com Web Site (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257231/assignments/5199867) due by 11:59pm


Study Group Discussion: Michisota Fairground Rules (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257231/assignments/5199868) due by 11:59pm


Fri Jun 2, 2017


Reminder: Replies Due in Small Group Discussions (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1407202&


include_contexts=course_1257231)
12am


Try the Practice Quiz: Freedom of Expression: Content and Contexts (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257231/assignments


/5199850)
due by 11:59pm


Try the Practice Quiz: Freedom of Expression: Development of Standards (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257231


/assignments/5199857)
due by 11:59pm


Sun Jun 4, 2017


Module Quiz: Freedom of Expression: Content and Contexts (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257231/assignments/5199832) due by 11:59pm


Module Quiz: Freedom of Expression: Development of Standards (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257231/assignments


/5199833)
due by 11:59pm


Wed Jun 7, 2017
Review Exercise: Boundaries of Free Speech Cases (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257231/assignments/5199879) due by 11:59pm


https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257231
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Date Details


Review Exercise: Freedom of Press and New Media Cases (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257231/assignments/5199885) due by 11:59pm


Thu Jun 8, 2017
Study Group Discussion: Advising the GG Allin Experience (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257231/assignments/5199869) due by 11:59pm


Study Group Discussion: New Media Regulation (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257231/assignments/5199870) due by 11:59pm


Fri Jun 9, 2017


Reminder: Replies Due in Reminder: Replies Due in Small Group Discussions (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1407207&include_contexts=course_1257231)
12am


Try the Practice Quiz: Freedom of the Press and New Media Regulations (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257231


/assignments/5199846)
due by 11:59pm


Try the Practice Quiz: The Boundaries of Free Expression (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257231/assignments/5199843) due by 11:59pm


Sun Jun 11, 2017


Module Quiz: Freedom of the Press and New Media Regulations (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257231/assignments


/5199860)
due by 11:59pm


Module Quiz: The Boundaries of Free Expression (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257231/assignments/5199849) due by 11:59pm


Wed Jun 14, 2017 Review Exercise: Right to Privacy Cases (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257231/assignments/5199890) due by 11:59pm


Thu Jun 15, 2017 Study Group Discussion: Delawaii's Healthy Starts Program (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257231/assignments/5199871) due by 11:59pm


Fri Jun 16, 2017


Reminder: Replies Due in Small Group Discussion (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1407210&


include_contexts=course_1257231)
12am


Try the Practice Quiz: The Right to Privacy (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257231/assignments/5199841) due by 11:59pm


Sun Jun 18, 2017 Module Quiz: The Right to Privacy (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257231/assignments/5199855) due by 11:59pm


Wed Jun 21, 2017


UCF Withdrawal Deadline (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1407199&include_contexts=course_1257231) 12am


Review Exercise: Attorneys, Trials, and Punishments Cases (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257231/assignments/5199878) due by 11:59pm


Review Exercise: Investigations and Evidence Cases (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257231/assignments/5199888) due by 11:59pm


Thu Jun 22, 2017
Study Group Discussion: Public Defenders (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257231/assignments/5199873) due by 11:59pm


Study Group Discussion: The Hard Times of Dean Moriarty (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257231/assignments/5199872) due by 11:59pm


Fri Jun 23, 2017


Reminder: Replies Due in Small Group Discussions (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1407211&


include_contexts=course_1257231)
12am


Try the Practice Quiz: Rights of the Accused: Attorneys, Trials, and Punishments (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257231


/assignments/5199848)
due by 11:59pm


Try the Practice Quiz: Rights of the Accused: Investigations and Evidence (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257231


/assignments/5199845)
due by 11:59pm


Sun Jun 25, 2017


Module Quiz: Rights of the Accused: Attorneys, Trials, and Punishments (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257231


/assignments/5199856)
due by 11:59pm


Module Quiz: Rights of the Accused: Investigations and Evidence (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257231/assignments


/5199838)
due by 11:59pm


Wed Jun 28, 2017


Review Exercise: Contemporary Equal Protection Cases (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257231/assignments/5199880) due by 11:59pm


Review Exercise: Development of Equal Protection Standards Cases (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257231/assignments


/5199881)
due by 11:59pm


Review Exercise: Foundations of Equal Protection Cases (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257231/assignments/5199884) due by 11:59pm


Thu Jun 29, 2017


Study Group Discussion: Carolinasaw Public Schools (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257231/assignments/5199874) due by 11:59pm


Study Group Discussion: In-State Tuition and Immigration Status (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257231/assignments


/5199876)
due by 11:59pm


Fri Jun 30, 2017


Reminder: Replies Due in Small Group Discussions (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1407213&


include_contexts=course_1257231)
12am


Try the Practice Quiz: Contemporary Equal Protection Issues (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257231/assignments/5199854) due by 11:59pm


Try the Practice Quiz: Contemporary Equal Protection Issues (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257231/assignments/5207317) due by 11:59pm


Try the Practice Quiz: Foundations of Equal Protection (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257231/assignments/5199837) due by 11:59pm


Sun Jul 2, 2017
Module Quiz: Contemporary Equal Protection Issues (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257231/assignments/5199861) due by 11:59pm


https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257231
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Date Details


Module Quiz: Foundations of Equal Protection (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257231/assignments/5199842) due by 11:59pm


Wed Jul 5, 2017 Review Exercise: Voting Rights and Representation Cases (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257231/assignments/5199892) due by 11:59pm


Thu Jul 6, 2017 Study Group Discussion: Regulating Political Campaigns (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257231/assignments/5199877) due by 11:59pm


Fri Jul 7, 2017


Reminder: Replies Due in Small Group Discussion of Module 15 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1407216&


include_contexts=course_1257231)
12am


Try the Practice Quiz: Voting Rights and Representation (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257231/assignments/5199847) due by 11:59pm


Sun Jul 9, 2017 Module Quiz: Voting Rights and Representation (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257231/assignments/5199839) due by 11:59pm


Sun Jul 16, 2017 POS 4604 Final Exam (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257231/assignments/5199844) due by 11:59pm


Thu Jul 20, 2017 Grades Due to UCF (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1407198&include_contexts=course_1257231) 12am


https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257231
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POS 3272-DW59 Civic Engagement 
Course Syllabus 


 
Dr. Terri Susan Fine 


Summer 2017 
Three Credit Hours 
World Wide Web 


 
Instructor Contact 


Instructor  
Dr. Terri Susan Fine 
Professor of Political Science 
Associate Director, Lou Frey Institute of Politics and Government 


Office  
Phillips Hall 302K  
Second office:  Lou Frey Institute (Orlando Tech Center, 12443 Research Parkway, 400 
Building, Suite 406) 


Office 
Hours  


By appointment;  
 
The Lou Frey Institute is in the Research Park (easy parking and no parking permit needed).  
The #9 UCF Shuttle will take you there (Stop #2 —Florida Institute of Government stop), or we 
can meet by telephone.  The physical address of the Lou Frey Institute is: 
 
Orlando Tech Center 
12443 Research Parkway 
Building 400/Suite 406 
Orlando, FL   32826 
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Appointments are available in the political science department or the Lou Frey Institute.   


Phone  407-823-2081 (Political Science Department) 
407-823-3636 (Lou Frey Institute) 


Course mail Available through the “inbox” function on the course home page (upper right). Contacting me 
through the course insures no SPAM and faster responses.   


Personal e-mail 


terri.fine@ucf.edu 
 
Note: E-mail to this personal account is to be used for emergencies only (i.e. if you have no 
Blackboard/Canvas access);  
 
All regular communication must go through the course “inbox” function. Non-emergency e-
mail submitted to my personal account will not receive a response.  


Course page Available through: https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1259902 


 
 
Course Description: Formal and informal civic engagement methods in the United States across 
levels of government, sectors of society, and modes of interaction. 
 
This course examines civic engagement in the United States across levels of government, sectors 
of society, and modes of interaction. Students are encouraged to critically reflect on 
citizens’ responsibilities in a democracy in their various roles across societal spheres. 
  
Civic engagement is meant here as “people participating together for deliberation and collective 
action within an array of interests, institutions and networks, developing civic identity, 
and involving people in governance processes” (Cooper, 2005, 534; see also Cooper, Bryer, and 
Meek, 2006, 76).  Forms and intensities of individual and collective engagement can vary across 
levels of government, from school board and municipal government to the federal government, 
as well as across sectors of society, including homeowner or tenant associations, worker unions, 
voluntary associations, and political parties. Engagement takes on different shapes according to 
mode of interaction, such as face to face, text-based, and cyber interactions, as well as the parties 
to an interaction, including citizen-to-citizen, citizen-to-government, citizen-to-interest group, 
and interest group-to-government. 
  
Students will have the opportunity to critically examine different forms of civic engagement, 
observe those forms in action, and to experience those forms through civic activity.  
 
Course Objectives: 
 
By the end of this course, students will be able to: 
 
Analyze the factors motivating citizens to engage in the civic and political process 
Develop approaches to civic problem solving at the community, local, state, national and 
international levels 
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Describe how the First Amendment has been utilized to foster civic engagement in the U.S. 
Compare public approaches to citizenship 
Evaluate civic engagement efforts to address a corporate issue 
Synthesize connections between the public and government through civic engagement 
 
Course Texts: 
 
Dalton, Russell. J. 2015. The Good Citizen: How A Younger Generation is Reshaping American 
Politics, Second Edition.  Washington, DC: CQ Press.  ISBN:  978-1506318028. 
 
Graham, Senator Bob with Chris Hand.  2016. America, The Owner’s Manual: You Can Fight 
City Hall-and Win, Washington, DC: CQ Press.  ISBN: 978-1506350585. 
 
Other materials as assigned 
 
Academic Honesty/Student Code of Conduct: 
 
Plagiarism and cheating of any kind on an examination or assignment will result in an F for the 
course and will be subject to referral to the Office of Student Conduct for further action. See the 
UCF Golden Rule for further information (Available at: http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/).    
 
Disability Statement: 
 
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all 
persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request.  Students 
with disabilities who need accommodations in this course must contact the professor at the 
beginning of the semester to discuss needed accommodations. No accommodations will be 
provided until the student has met with the professor to request accommodations. Students who 
need accommodations must be registered with Student Accessibility Services, Student Resource 
Center Room 132, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before 
requesting accommodations from the professor. 
 
Assessment 
 
Grades will be based on several Internet Learning Modules, discussions, and quizzes.  The entire 
course will be conducted on-line; there will be no on-campus meetings.    


Grades will be determined as follows: 


Internet Learning Modules (8) 400 points each 


Quizzes (19) 
(Note:  The syllabus quiz score is not factored into 
the overall quiz score or the final grade) 


100 points each 
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Discussions (6) 100 points each 


 
 
Grading Procedures 


Final grades are based on the overall accumulated points.  Numerical grades compute into letter 
grades as follows: 
 
Letter Grade Accumulated Points Minimum Percent of Points 


Needed to Earn Grade 
A 5200 and higher 91% 
A- 5000-5199 88% 
B+ 4800-4999 84% 
B 4600-4799 81% 
B- 4400-4599 77% 
C+ 4200-4399 74% 
C 4000-4199 70% 
C- 3800-3999 67% 
D+ 3600-3799 63% 
D 3400-3599 60% 
D- 3200-3399 56% 
F 3199 and lower Less than 56% 


Assignment Specifications 


Assignment Type Specifications 
Chapter Quizzes 1.Chapter quizzes are open for one week before the deadline  


2.Quizzes are due no later than 11pm on the due date 


3. Two attempts are provided for each quiz; the higher of the two scores, 
whether the first or second attempt, will count toward your overall quiz 
grade (and not the average of the two).    


Discussions 1. All discussion submissions are due no later than 11pm on the due date. 


2.  Discussions are completed in three parts.  The first part is a two 
paragraph response (at least three substantial sentences per paragraph) to 
the question posted on the course discussion board.  The response to the 
question on the course discussion board is called the “Initial Posting”.  
The Initial Posting requires at least two cited quotes from the assigned 
course readings for that discussion to be eligible for credit. 


3.  The second and third parts of the discussions are one paragraph (at 
least three substantial sentences per paragraph) responses to at least two 
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other Initial Posting responses posted by your student colleagues in the 
class.  These are the “Response Postings”.   


4. A professional presentation is critically important.  Five or more 
typographical errors for any full discussion (the Initial Posting and the 
two Response Postings) will result in no credit earned for that discussion. 


5.  Discussion credit is earned (full credit) or not earned (no credit).  
Partial credit is not awarded for any discussion.     


6.  To earn discussion credit, complete the Initial Posting and the two 
Response Postings, cite and proofread as assigned, cohere to paragraph 
length requirements, and submit the discussion on time.     


Internet Learning 
Modules 


Rubrics are provided at the end of each module.   


 
All assignments are due on the day and time posted; late assignments may be submitted with 
prior arrangement with the instructor and submission of documentation explaining the 
emergency that prevented submitting the assignment on time.  The instructor must be notified 
within 48 hours of the missed assignment (unless doing so is impossible and the reason is 
documented) in order to be eligible to submit that assignment late.  Granting extensions on 
assignments is solely up to the discretion of the instructor.      
 
Assessment, Assessment Rubric and Grading: 
 
The course will be assessed using a combination of assessment types: 
 
Assessment Type Course Objectives Met 
Internet Learning 
Modules 


Demonstrate how civic engagement affects and is affected by political 
and electoral institutions. 


Discussions  Critique the role that mass and elite level factors play in mass-level civic 
engagement 


Chapter quizzes Identify how civic engagement affects and is affected by political, 
governmental and non-governmental institutions and organizations 


 
Recorded Final Grades 


This course utilizes plus/minus grading. The recorded final grade will be one of the following: A, 
A-, B+, B, B-, C+, C, C-, D+, D, D-, F. There will be no A+, F+ or F-.  
 
Grade Grade Points Grade Grade Points 
A 4.0 C 2.0 
A- 3.75 C- 1.75 
B+ 3.25 D+ 1.25 
B 3.0 D 1.00 
B- 2.75 D- .75 
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C+ 2.25 F 0 
 
Course Policies:  


Changes in the syllabus and/or schedule may be made at any time during the term. A revised 
syllabus may be issued at my discretion. Readings and assignments should be completed for the 
day listed. 
 
Please contact me if you have any problems about the reading load, tips on getting the most from 
your reading, or the course in general. My office hours are listed above. 


Schedule 


Class 
Week Assigned Reading Assignments/Notes/Announcements 


12am 
May 15-
11pm 
May 19  


Course Syllabus  
 
 


Syllabus Quiz due 5/19 11pm 
 
Note:  The syllabus quiz will not count toward your final grade.  
However, all students must complete the Syllabus Quiz due to 
federal requirements that must be fulfilled by the university.      


11pm 
May 19-
11pm 
May 26 


Dalton Chapter 1 
Dalton Chapter 2 
Dalton Chapter 3 


Dalton Chapter 1 quiz due 5/26 11pm 
Dalton Chapter 2 quiz due 5/26 11pm 
Dalton Chapter 3 quiz due 5/26 11pm 
 
Discussion 1 Initial Posting due 5/26 11pm 
 
Internet Learning Module “Educating for Citizenship” due 5/26 11pm 


11pm 
May 29-
11pm 
June 2 


Dalton Chapter 4  
Dalton Chapter 5  
Dalton Chapter 6  
Dalton Chapter 7  


Dalton Chapter 4 quiz due 6/2 11pm 
Dalton Chapter 5 quiz due 6/2 11pm 
Dalton Chapter 6 quiz due 6/2 11pm 
Dalton Chapter 7 quiz due 6/2 11pm 
 
Discussion 1 Response Postings due 6/2 11pm 
 
Discussion 2 Initial Posting due 6/2 11pm 
 
Internet Learning Module “First Amendment and Protest” due 6/2 11pm 


11pm 
June 2-
11pm 
June 9 


Dalton Chapter 8 
Dalton Chapter 9  
Dalton Epilogue 
 


Dalton Chapter 8 quiz due 6/9 11pm 
Dalton Chapter 9 quiz due 6/9 11pm 
 
Note:  There is no quiz for Dalton Epilogue 
 
Discussion 2 Response Postings due 6/9 11pm 
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Discussion 3 Initial Posting due 6/9 11pm 
 
Internet Learning Module: “Interest Groups” due 6/9 11pm 


11pm 
June 9-
11pm 
June 16 


Graham and Hand 
Prologue 
Graham and Hand 
Introduction 


Note:  There are no chapter quizzes for Graham and Hand Prologue and 
Graham and Hand Introduction 
 
Discussion 4 Initial Posting due 6/16 11pm 
 
Internet Learning Module:  “Young People and Campaign Activism” due 
6/16 11pm 


11pm 
June 16-
11pm 
June 23 


Graham and Hand 
Chapter 1 
Graham and Hand 
Chapter 2 
Graham and Hand 
Chapter 3 


Graham and Hand Chapter 1 quiz due 6/23 11pm 
Graham and Hand Chapter 2 quiz due 6/23 11pm 
Graham and Hand Chapter 3 quiz due 6/23 11pm 
 
Discussion 4 Response Postings due 6/23 11pm 
 
Discussion 5 Initial Posting due 6/23 11pm 
 
Internet Learning Module: “Civic Engagement Reflection” due 6/23 
11pm 


11pm 
June 23-
11pm 
June 30 


Graham and Hand 
Chapter 4 
Graham and Hand 
Chapter 5 
Graham and Hand 
Chapter 6 
Graham and Hand 
Chapter 7 


Graham and Hand Chapter 4 quiz due 6/30 11pm 
Graham and Hand Chapter 5 quiz due 6/30 11pm 
Graham and Hand Chapter 6 quiz due 6/30 11pm 
Graham and Hand Chapter 7 quiz due 6/30 11pm 
 
Internet Learning Module:  “The Media as a Tool for Civic Engagement” 
due 6/30 11pm 
 
Discussion 5 Response Postings due 6/30 11pm 
 


11pm 
June 30-
11pm 
July 7 


Graham and Hand 
Chapter 8 
Graham and Hand 
Chapter 9 
Graham and Hand 
Chapter 10 


Graham and Hand Chapter 8 quiz due 7/7 11pm 
Graham and Hand Chapter 9 quiz due 7/7 11pm 
Graham and Hand Chapter 10 quiz due 7/7 11pm 
 
Discussion 6 Initial Posting due 7/7 11pm 
 
Internet Learning Module: “Civic Engagement in International Context” 
due 7/7 11pm 


11pm 
July 7-
11pm 
July 14 


No Assigned 
Reading 


Internet Learning Module:  “Solving a Public Problem” due 7/14 11pm 
 
Discussion 6 Response Postings due 7/14 11pm 
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Syllabus and Schedule 


POT 4632-0W57  
Religion and Politics 


 
Dr. Terri Susan Fine 


Summer 2017 
Section  Location Credit Hours 
DW59 World Wide Web 3 
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Instructor Contact: 


Instructor  
Dr. Terri Susan Fine 
Professor of Political Science 
Associate Director, Lou Frey Institute of Politics and Government 


Office  
Main office:  Political science department (Phillips Hall 302K)  
Second office:  Lou Frey Institute (Orlando Tech Center, 12443 Research Parkway, 400 
Building, Suite 406) 


Office 
Hours  


By appointment;    
 
Note:  Appointments are available in the political science department and at the Lou Frey 
Institute in the Research Park (easy parking and no parking permit needed).  The #9 UCF 
Shuttle will take you to the Lou Frey Institute (Stop #2 —Florida Institute of Government stop; 
the Florida Institute of Government is in the same building as the Lou Frey Institute), or we can 
meet by telephone.  


Phone  407-823-2081 (Political Science Department) 
407-823-3636 (Lou Frey Institute) 


Course mail Available through the “inbox” function on the course home page upper right. Contacting me 
through the course insures no SPAM and faster responses.   


Personal e-mail 


terri.fine@ucf.edu 
 
Note: E-mail to this personal account is to be used for emergencies only (i.e. if you have no 
Internet access);  
 
All regular communication must go through the course “inbox” function. Non-emergency e-
mail submitted to my personal account will not receive a response.  


Course page https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1259916 
 


Course Description: 


This course will look at religion and politics in the United States from three 
interrelated perspectives: 
 
a) What are the theoretical religious foundations for the founding of the United States?  
What does it mean to be a democracy devoted to religious freedom when those founders 
are members of the same religious group and the founding of the country was based on 
religious motivations including escaping religious persecution? 
 
b)  What are the core religion-based public policies in effect or under consideration in the 
United States?  How does the policy making and implementation process work in the 
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U.S. to bring about religion-based policy?  What constitute the core intra-state and inter-
state conflicts surrounding these religion based public policies or policy proposals?    
 
c) How does religion motivate and impact political behavior in the United States? How 
does religion impact who has political power?  How does religion motivate power-
seeking behavior in the United States? 
 
Why look at the United States? 
 
The United States was founded by homogeneous religious groups seeking refuge from 
religious persecution.  The U.S. claims to be a democracy while at the same time it is 
clear that one religious orientation dominates its political system.  Religion is also a 
prime motivator and influence on political behavior and, as a result, how the political 
system functions, including party structures, electoral outcomes, campaign strategies, 
voter mobilization and other grassroots efforts, are all affected by religious commitments.  


Course Goals: The primary goals of this course are to understand the relationship 
between religion and politics in democratic theocracies from four core perspectives:  
theoretical orientations, mass-level participation, elite behavior, and public policy.  The 
course will focus on these factors in the United States.    
 
Course Objectives:  At the end of this course, you will be able to develop approaches to 
analyzing the relationship between religion and politics in democratic theocracies, and 
critique the role that religion plays in mass-level participation, elite behavior and public 
policy.  You will also be able to evaluate how religion and politics affects and is affected 
by political and electoral institutions. 


Assigned Readings 


Course Text: The course text is:  Religion and Politics in the United States (7th edition) 
by Kenneth Wald and Allison Calhoun-Brown.  Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, Inc.; 
ISBN-10: 1442225548 or ISBN-13: 978-1442225541 
 
Note:  It is critically important that you purchase the 7th edition, and not an earlier 
edition.  This text is available on Kindle.   
 
Additional Readings:  
 
The readings are available on the course home page; only these readings may be used to 
complete course assignments (and not versions otherwise available online). 
 
The Declaration of Independence of the United States of America 
The United States Constitution (Amendments 1 and 14) 
 
Danbury Baptist Association Letter to Thomas Jefferson (October 7, 1801) 
Thomas Jefferson Letter to the Danbury Baptist Association (January 1, 1802) 
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Thomas Jefferson, “A Bill for Establishing Religious Freedom” (1786) 
 
U.S. Supreme Court Case Opinions: 
 
The U.S. Supreme Court case opinions are available on the course home page; only these 
opinions may be used to complete course assignments (and not versions otherwise 
available online). 
 
Church of the Lukumi Babal U Aye, Inc. v. City of Hialeah, Florida 91 U.S. 948 (1993) 
Davis v. Beason 133 U.S. 333 (1898) 
Dred Scott v. Sandford 60 U.S. 393 (1856) 
Engel v. Vitale 370 U.S. 421 (1962) 
Heffron v. International Society for Krishna Consciousness 452 U.S. 640 (1981) 
Kiryas Joel School District v. Grumet 512 U.S. 637 (1994) 
Lemon v. Kurtzman 403 U.S. 602 (1971) 
Locke v. Davey 540 U.S. 712 (2004) 
Reynolds v. U.S. 98 U.S. 1456 (1878) 
West Virginia Board of Education v. Barnette 319 U.S. 124 (1943) 
Wisconsin v. Yoder 406 U.S. 205 (1972) 


Assessment 


Grades will be based on several Internet Learning Modules, discussions, and quizzes.  
The entire course will be conducted on-line; there will be no on-campus meetings.    


Grades will be determined as follows: 


Internet Learning Modules (8) 250 points each 


Quizzes (12) 
(Note:  The syllabus quiz score is not factored 
into the overall quiz score or the final grade) 


100 points each 


Discussions (6) 100 points each 


 


Grading Procedures 


Final grades are based on the overall accumulated points.  Numerical grades compute into 
letter grades as follows.  Note that the required number of points required allows missed 
work.  For example, an A- requires earning 89% of available points.   
 
Letter Grade Accumulated Points Minimum Percent of 


Points Required to Earn 
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that Grade Level 
A 3500 and higher  92% 
A- 3375-3499 89% 
B+ 3250-3374 85% 
B 3125-3249 82% 
B- 3000-3124 79% 
C+ 2875-2999 75% 
C 2750-2874 72% 
C- 2625-2749 69% 
D+ 2500-2624 66% 
D 2375-2499 62% 
D- 2250-2374 59% 
F 2249 and lower  


Assignment Specifications 


Assignment Type Specifications 
Chapter Quizzes 1. Chapter quizzes are open for one week before the deadline  


2. Quizzes are due no later than 11pm on the due date 


3. Two attempts are provided for each quiz; the higher of the two 
scores, whether the first or second attempt, will count toward your 
overall quiz grade (and not the average of the two).    


Discussions 1.  All discussion submissions are due no later than 11pm on the 
due date. 


2.  Discussions are completed in three parts.  The first part is a two 
paragraph response (at least three substantial sentences per 
paragraph) to the question posted on the course discussion board.  
Each paragraph must include at least three substantial sentences.  
The response to the question on the course discussion board is 
called the “Initial Posting”.  The Initial Posting requires at least 
two cited quotes from the assigned course readings to be eligible 
for credit. 


3.  The second and third parts of the discussions are one paragraph 
(at least three substantial sentences per paragraph) responses to at 
least two other Initial Posting responses posted by your student 
colleagues in the class.  These are the “Response Postings”.   


4. A professional presentation is critically important.  Five or more 
typographical errors for any full discussion (the Initial Posting and 
the two Response Postings) will result in no credit earned for that 
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discussion. 


5.  Discussion credit is earned (full credit for the discussion) or not 
earned (no credit for the discussion).  Partial credit is not awarded 
for any discussion.     


6.  To earn discussion credit, complete the Initial Posting and the 
two Response Postings, cite and proofread as assigned, cohere to 
paragraph length requirements, and submit the discussion on time.     


Internet Learning 
Modules 


Rubrics are provided at the end of each module.   


 
All assignments are due on the day and time posted; late assignments may be submitted 
with prior arrangement with the instructor and submission of documentation explaining 
the emergency that prevented submitting the assignment on time.  The instructor must be 
notified within 48 hours of the missed assignment (unless doing so is impossible and the 
reason is documented) in order to be eligible to submit that assignment late.  Granting 
extensions on assignments is solely up to the discretion of the instructor.      


Recorded Final Grades 


This course utilizes plus/minus grading. The recorded final grade will be one of the 
following: A, A-, B+, B, B-, C+, C, C-, D+, D, D-, F. There will be no A+, F+ or F-.  
 
Grade Grade Points Grade Grade Points 
A 4.0 C 2.0 
A- 3.75 C- 1.75 
B+ 3.25 D+ 1.25 
B 3.0 D 1.00 
B- 2.75 D- .75 
C+ 2.25 F 0 


Grading and Assessment Rubric 


Assessment Course Objectives Met 
Internet Learning Modules  Analyze the relationship between religion and politics in 


democratic theocracies 


Critique the role that religion plays in mass-level participation, 
elite behavior and public policy 


Evaluate how religion and politics affects and is affected by 
political and electoral institutions. 


Quizzes Understand how religion and politics affects and is affected by 
political and electoral institutions. 
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Asynchronous Discussions Analyze the relationship between religion and politics in 
democratic theocracies 


Critique the role that religion plays in mass-level participation, 
elite behavior and public policy 


Evaluate how religion and politics affects and is affected by 
political and electoral institutions 


Student Code of Conduct: 


The Golden Rule: 


Students must follow the University standards for personal and academic conduct as 
outlined in The Golden Rule. Students are apprised when they are accepted at the 
University that they must be aware of and follow these policies of conduct. See 
http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/ for details. 


Policy on Academic Dishonesty: 


Academic dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated. Please make certain that all 
assignments and examinations are completed individually and that these assignments are 
completed for this course only. Please let me know if you have questions about this 
policy. 


Accessibility Statement:    


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations 
for all persons requiring accommodation.  This syllabus is available in alternate formats 
upon request.  Students who need accommodations must be registered with Student 
Accessibility Services, Student Resource Center Room 132, phone (407) 823-2371, 
TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting accommodations from the 
professor.  Once you are registered with SAS be in touch so that we can collaborate on 
promoting your course success.     


Changes in the syllabus and/or schedule may be made at any time during the term. A 
revised syllabus may be issued at my discretion. Readings and assignments should be 
completed for the day listed. 


Please contact me if you have any problems about the reading load, tips on getting the 
most from your reading, or the course in general.  
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Schedule 


Class Week Assigned Reading Assignments/Notes/Announcements 


May 15, 
12am to May 
19, 11pm 


Course Syllabus 
  


Syllabus Quiz due  May 19 11pm 
 
Note:  The syllabus quiz will not count 
toward your final grade.  However, all 
students must complete the Syllabus 
Quiz in order to fulfill federal financial 
aid requirements.     


May 19, 
11pm-May 
26, 11pm 


Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 
1 
Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 
2 
Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 
3 
Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 
4 


Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 1 quiz 
due 5/26 11pm 
Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 2 quiz 
due 5/26 11pm 
Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 3 Quiz 
due 5/26 11pm 
Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 4 Quiz 
due 5/26 11pm 
 
Discussion One initial posting due 5/26 
11pm 


May 26, 
11pm-June 2,  
11pm 


The Declaration of Independence 
of the United States of America 
 
The United States 
Constitution/Amendments 1 and 14 
 
“Letter from the Danbury Baptist 
Association to Thomas Jefferson” 
(October 7, 1801) 
 
“Jefferson’s Letter to the Danbury 
Baptists” (January 1, 1802)   
 
Thomas Jefferson, “A Bill for 
Establishing Religious Freedom” 


Internet Learning Module “Philanthropy” 
due 6/2 11pm 
Internet Learning Module “Thomas 
Jefferson” due 6/2 11pm 
 
Discussion One response postings due 6/2 
11pm 
Discussion Two initial posting due 6/2 
11pm 


June 2, 
11pm-June 9, 
11pm  
 


Dred Scott v. Sandford 60 U.S. 393 
(1856) 
 
Locke v. Davey 540 U.S. 712 
(2004) 
 


Discussion Two response postings due 6/9 
11pm 
Discussion Three initial posting due 6/9 
11pm 
 
Internet Learning Module “Locke v. 
Davey” due 6/9 11pm 
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June 9, 
11pm- 
June 16, 
11pm 


U.S. Supreme Court case opinions 
(Available on course home page): 
 
Reynolds v. U.S. 98 U.S. 1456 
(1878) 
 
Davis v. Beason 133 U.S. 333 
(1898) 
 
West Virginia Board of Education 
v. Barnette 319 U.S. 124 (1943) 
 
Engel v. Vitale 370 U.S. 421 
(1962) 
 
Lemon v. Kurtzman 403 U.S. 602 
(1971) 
 
Wisconsin v. Yoder 406 U.S. 205 
(1972) 
 
Heffron v. International Society for 
Krishna Consciousness 452 U.S. 
640 (1981) 
 
Church of the Lukumi Babal U 
Aye, Inc. v. City of Hialeah, 
Florida 91 U.S. 948 (1993) 
 
Kiryas Joel School District v. 
Grumet 512 U.S. 637 (1994) 
 


Internet Learning Module, “Religious 
Freedom in an International Context” due 
6/16 11pm 
 
Discussion Three response postings due 
6/16 11pm 
 
 
 


June 16, 
11pm- 
June 23, 
11pm 


Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 
5 
Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 
6 
Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 
7 
Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 
8 


Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 5 Quiz 
due 6/23 11pm 
Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 6 Quiz 
due 6/23 11pm 
Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 7 Quiz 
due 6/23 11pm 
Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 8 Quiz 
due 6/23 11pm 
 
Internet Learning Module “Abortion 
Interest Groups” due 6/23 11pm 
Internet Learning Module “Public 
Opinion” due 6/23 11pm 







 10 


 
Discussion Four initial posting due 6/23 
11pm 


June 23, 
11pm- 
June 30. 
11pm 


Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 
9 
Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 
10 
Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 
11 


Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 9 Quiz 
due 6/30 11pm 
Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 10 Quiz 
due 6/30 11pm 
Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 11 Quiz 
due 6/30 11pm 
 
Internet Learning Module “American 
Catholics” due 6/30 11pm 
 
Discussion Four response postings due 
6/30 11pm 
Discussion Five initial posting due 6/30 
11pm 


June 30, 
11pm- 
July 7, 11pm 


Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 
12 


Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 12 Quiz 
due 7/7 11pm 
 
Discussion Five response postings due 7/7 
11pm 
Discussion Six initial posting due 7/7 
11pm 


July 7, 11pm-
July 14, 
11pm 
 
 


No Assigned Reading Discussion Six response postings due 7/14 
11pm 
 
Internet Learning Module “Congress” due  
7/14 11pm 


 





		Syllabus and Schedule
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		Summer 2017
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		Course Description:
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		a) What are the theoretical religious foundations for the founding of the United States?  What does it mean to be a democracy devoted to religious freedom when those founders are members of the same religious group and the founding of the country was ...
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		The United States was founded by homogeneous religious groups seeking refuge from religious persecution.  The U.S. claims to be a democracy while at the same time it is clear that one religious orientation dominates its political system.  Religion is ...
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		Assignment Specifications

		Recorded Final Grades

		Grading and Assessment Rubric
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INR 6339 Strategic Warning Analysis 
Schedule of Assignments 


Summer 2017 
Module 
Number 


Module Name Date Open Date 
Closed 


Assignment 


 


0 


 


Getting started 


 


15 May 


 


 


Read for 
familiarization with 


course 
requirements and 


structure, also 
completion of 
Financial Aid 
Verification 


Report 


1 What does 
Strategic 
Warning 


Analysis Mean? 


15 May  May 20th At t 
11pm 


Read materials 
assigned in 


module, start work 
on project 


proposal, respond 
to discussion,  


2 Why History 
Repeats itself: 


Pearl Harbor and 
9/11? 


  


21 May May 27 at 
11pm 


Read Materials 
assigned in 
module and 
respond to 
Discussion 


Preliminary 
Annotated 


Bibliography 


Surveying 
relevant 


literature on ISIS 


May 15 


May 27th 


Submit project 
proposal in drop 


box labeled 
“Preliminary 
Annotated 


Bibliography” 
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3 The Nature of 
the Problem 


May 28 June 3rd at 
11pm 


Work on Project 
Proposal, respond 


to discussion 


4 Biases, Blind 
Spots & Failures 
of Imagination 


June 4th June 10th at 
11pm 


Read materials 
assigned in 


module, respond 
to discussion 


5 Technology as 
Enabler/Deceiver 


June 11th June 17th at 
11pm 


Complete 
readings, respond 


to discussion 


Course 
Project 


Proposal 


Course Project 
proposal  


June 4th June 15th at 
11pm 


Submit course 
project proposal 


6 Anticipating 
Surprise 


June 18th June 24th at 
11pm 


Complete 
readings & 
Respond to 
Discussion  


7 Is Surprise 
Overrated? 


June 25th July 1st at 
11pm 


Complete 
readings, respond 


to discussion 


Project Project report July 10th  July 13th at 
11pm 


Turn project 
report in. 


8 Conclusion: Can 
the Obstacles Be 


Overcome? 


July 2nd  July 13th at 
11pm 


Complete 
readings & 
Respond to 
discussion 
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Roger Handberg 
INR 6339- Strategic Warning Analysis 
407-823-2608 
roger.handberg@ucf.edu  


Course Home Page 
INR 6339 


Strategic Warning Analysis 
Summer 2017 


 


Instructor Contact: 


 


Instructor Roger Handberg 


Office  Phillips Hall 302 


Office Hours MTW 10-1130 or by appointment 


Phone 407-823-2608 


Course-mail roger.handberg@ucf.edu  


 


Overview 
States, organizations and individuals continually worry about the prospect of 


being surprised by their adversaries and placed in a dire situation which can either 
spiral downward into disaster or be recovered only by strenuous efforts that might not 
prove successful. In this course the focus becomes “strategic warning analysis” as that 
plays out at various levels and contexts within society and between societies. Normally, 
we think of such analyses solely in terms of military and diplomatic surprises but the 
concepts and tools are employed for analysis in other realms including business, 
criminal justice and other social contexts.  


For example, the world is continually surprised by the incidence of acts of 
genocide occurring across the globe. In many contexts the occurrence of genocidal 
activities is readily explainable in abstract terms but the triggering events are often 
much more obscure and difficult to ferret out prior to the onslaught by the aggressors. 
Similarly, riots can break out in societies with no apparent forewarning although 
retrospective analysis often identifies causes or provides at least explanations. For 
example, a major multiday riot erupted in Los Angeles in 1992, the cause was an 
incident videotaped of an African American male and the subsequent acquittal of all 
involved police officers, http://timelines.latimes.com/los-angeles-riots/. This was not a 
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planned event but arose out frustrations that the police department was unable to cope. 
It had been preceded by an early riot in Watts that grew out of a traffic stop, 
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-watts-riots-explainer-20150715-
htmlstory.html. Both of these events show how difficult it is to forecast future events that 
are effectively nonlinear, meaning the proximate cause is unknown in advance.  


More generally, strategic warning analysis involves the use of intelligence 
techniques both conceptual and concrete focused on identifying certain characteristics 
or factors which appear significantly related to future events including the possibility of 
attack without warning and those features in the situation which leave an actor 
vulnerable to such attacks. This is process fraught with error which is why normally 
analysis is only of failures of intelligence actors to correctly and in real time identify 
specific threats and their likelihood. 


In the American context during the Cold War, the focus was obviously upon the 
possibility of a nuclear attack by other states at first being only the Soviet Union but later 
China was added to the list of potential threats. More recently, the threat possibilities 
have been expanded to consider what were formerly termed “rogue states” or “states of 
interest” including North Korea and Iran. Iraq and Syria earlier were part of the list of 
rogue states but the Iraq invasion destroyed one and Israeli actions (an air strike on a 
reactor) nullified the other. Judging the likelihood of a North Korean attack against either 
the US and/or its allies, South Korea and Japan, is difficult given the weird rationality of 
the North Korean view of the external world especially the US. The danger for the US is 
that the North Korean constant litany of threats will dull our senses when the threat is 
closer to actualization. 


Much intellectual energy earlier was expended on the question of what were the 
markers indicating an eminent Soviet attack upon the continental United States. In 
principle, in the 1950s, the DEW line or the Distant Early Warning Line would provide 
sufficient notice that US nuclear forces would not be caught unware and would be able 
to inflict unacceptable damage on the Soviets, later replaced by satellite monitoring for 
missile launches. However, more broadly, the national leadership needed prior notice if 
it were to act to prevent such a nuclear holocaust from occurring. This meant that the 
intelligence community would have to do more than react after the fact of an attack or in 
the midst of an attack. This predictive aspect is what makes strategic warning analysis 
so difficult. 


Failed predictions are prominent because they are failures, analysis of successes 
are scarcer in the literature. As President Kennedy said: “victory has 100 fathers, failure 
is an orphan.” This was in response to a question regarding the Bay of Pigs debacle in 
1961 when a CIA sponsored invasion of Cuba failed miserably. The focus here is not so 
much on failure but on why the intelligence community was unable to separate itself 



http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-watts-riots-explainer-20150715-htmlstory.html
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from the operators and provide an unbiased estimate of probable success or not? 
Intelligence operates at two distinct levels even though the two are intertwined. 
Strategic intelligence is considered to be that developed for senior level executives with 
a longer term perspective. Tactical intelligence is short term and more narrowly focused 
for officials working at the operational level. Analysis in practice may move between the 
two levels as for example at the Battle of Midway in 1942 where strategic intelligence 
identified Japan’s strategy for securing their gains achieved after Pearl Harbor while 
tactical intelligence identified where the Japanese aircraft carriers were located relative 
to US naval forces. That combination led to the destruction of the bulk of Japanese 
aircraft carriers, securing the United States from any probable attack and reversing the 
defeat endured earlier at Pearl Harbor.  


Concern about potential strategic surprise relative to the United States and its 
engagement in the world can be seen in the 2015 report by the Defense Science Board. 
In that report, the focus was on the potential for strategic surprise across multiple areas 
of US national security activity including: 
  Countering Nuclear Proliferation 


Ballistic and Cruise Missile Defense 
Space Security 
Undersea Warfare 
Cyber 
Communications and Positioning, Navigation, and Timing (PNT) 
Counterintelligence 
Logistics Resilience 


All of these areas are ones in which the US has had a leading role in their development 
and operationalization. “The study defined ‘strategic surprise’ as an event for which the 
United States is not adequately prepared and that may result in very high cost. It was 
assumed that such an event will inevitably occur in today's complex and rapidly 
changing world.” (DSB Summer Study on Strategic Surprise, February 2015, p. 1)The 
result if surprise is achieved becomes a state unable to protect either itself or critical 
allies. In this course, the focus is upon analyzing strategic warning analysis as a critical 
tool in accurately assessing the global and national threat environment with potential 
applications in other areas where surprising change can dramatically impact an actor’s 
future. 
 
Course Objectives:  
 
The key objectives of the online course are as follows. By the end of the course, each 
student should have acquired:  


(1) A knowledge of major approaches to and concepts within the study of 
intelligence analysis and an understanding of how these can be applied to the 
empirical world in the context of strategic warning analysis;  


(2) The conceptual and methodological tools necessary to further advanced 
study and investigation;  
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(3) Skills in library use, information retrieval, and written exposition and 
argument, as well as an ability to analyze, interpret and synthesize complex 
theoretical and empirical materials within the study of international security.  


 
KEY SKILLS  
 
The course seeks to develop or enhance the following key skills:  


Communication: constructing clear and incisive written assignments, presenting 
ideas and arguments, exchanging interpretations, responding to challenges.  
Improving own learning and performance: essay preparation, accepting and 
responding to criticism, developing one’s own opinions on key issues.  
Information technology: word processing, library searches, use of the internet.  
Problem solving: conceptualization of issues, identification and evaluation of 
relevant evidence, analysis and synthesis of evidence.  
Critical thinking: thoughtful and critical reading, exposing assumptions, 
marshalling empirical evidence, assessing the coherence of arguments. 


 
Required Texts: 
 
Erik J. Dahl, Intelligence and Surprise Attack: Failure and Success from Pearl Harbor 
and 9/11 and Beyond. (Washington, DC: Georgetown University Press, 2013). 
 
Thomas Fingar – Reducing Uncertainty (Stanford, CA: Stanford University :Press, 
2011). 
 
Cynthia M. Grabo, Anticipating Surprise: Analysis for Strategic Warning (this appears in 
several editions due to its classified nature, an electronic copy is being sent to the class, 
this was the first part declassified and allowed public access. For that reason, the 
examples are older ones and reflect the particular interests of what later became the 
Defense Intelligence Agency). 
 
Additional Suggested Materials: 
 
Robert Jervis, Why Intelligence Fails: Lessons from the Iranian Revolution and the Iraq 
War (New York: Cornell University Press, 2011) 
 
Roberta Wohlstetter, Pearl Harbor: Warning and Decision (Stanford, CA: Stanford 
University Press, 1962). The classic exposition of how intelligence can identify a threat 
but be unable to precisely identify target and timing.) 
 
Text materials will appear in several forms: textbooks to be accessed, materials found 
through the web, and articles obtainable through the UCF Library’s online journal 
collection which is extensive. In addition, some items may come from the instructor as 
email attachments. Reading assignments are specified in the modules along with other 
readings you are responsible for completing. Students are responsible for keeping 
current with reading assignments. 
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Method of instruction 


The course will be taught in an online environment. This means that good writing skills 


are essential for successfully completing the course. Also, students engaged in the 


course should be aware that the time constraints inherent in the course means one 


must keep current with the materials. 


 
Communicating within the Course 


In this class our official mode of communication is through email located inside 


Canvas or to roger.handberg@ucf.edu. All communications between student and 


instructor and between student and student should be respectful and professional. It is 


the student's responsibility to check the course email tool frequently to keep current with 


any announcements. You must create a Knight's Email account at 


www.knightsemail.ucf.edu for separate official communications from the university or 


the instructor. Inquires about your grade or other aspects of the course can only be 


answered through the Knight’s email system, not Yahoo, Gmail or other commercial 


vendors. This is a university policy required by federal law, one that the instructor is not 


authorized to ignore. If you are able, you can meet with the instructor during normal 


office hours or make an appointment for other times as necessary. 


Grade Structure: 


 Grades are determined through a variety of student activities including three 


assignments, a research paper proposal and a completed research paper. The overall 


weight assigned to each activity is shown below with a brief description provided for 


each facet.  Due dates items are due is provided in the syllabus section of the course 


website.  A total of 1000 points will be assigned across the semester with each graded 


segment assigned a point value.  Final grades will be recorded as A, B, C., etc. rather 


than incorporating pluses and minuses. Grades are posted through the course website 


and accessible as soon as the materials are graded. 


Plagiarism and Cheating of any kind on an examination, quiz, or assignment will 


result at least in an "F" for that assignment (and may depending on the severity of the 


case, lead to an "F" for the entire course). Such actions will be also subject to 
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appropriate referral to the Office of Student Conduct and the Graduate School for 


further action. See the UCF Golden Rule for further information, 


http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/. I will assume for this course that you will adhere to the 


academic creed of this University and will maintain the highest standards of academic 


integrity. In other words, don't cheat by giving answers to others or taking them from 


anyone else. I will also adhere to the highest standards of academic integrity, so please 


do not ask me to change (or expect me to change) your grade illegitimately or to bend 


or break rules for one person that will not apply to everyone. 


 Preliminary Annotated Bibliography on Rise of ISIS – 10% 
Paper proposal – 20% 


 Paper – 40% 
 Discussion – 30% 
  


Discussions are included as part of the modules; you must participate in the 


discussions. Topics and dates for participation are indicated in each module. The 


discussions are aimed at more deeply analyzing the situations and scenarios presented 


in the modules, effective participation will require that one read the materials assigned 


each module. 


NOTE: All submissions are to be done in MS Word format; otherwise, I am unable 
to open the document. This may lead to a delay in grading the materials while you 
resubmit the assignment. A second occurrence will result in a “zero” for the 
assignment. This restriction means no WordPerfect, MS Works or other word 
processing programs are accepted. 


Course Assignments: 
  


Your topic for this term is to identify two crises in international politics with 
regards to the United States in which in one case, apparent surprise occurred or 
did it, the rise of ISIS in 2013; and in another where your analysis indicates 
successful detection took place, allowing the US to respond successfully. You 
are to identify the second situation, either historical since the end of the Cold 
War, 1991, to present. The latter case may prove more difficult to identify so scan 
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the globe for your topic, be prepared to defend your choice.  Your task is to 
analyze the factors that led to ISIS’s apparently sudden rise and expansion to 
cover much of Syria and Iraq, why was that expansion missed or was it? Once 
you have identified a successful warning situation (regardless of whether 
successful action was taken), analyze that for factors as to why successful 
detection occurred and how the US leadership at some level responded. 


Preliminary Annotated Bibliography on rise of ISIS, 15 references minimum 
(not including the textbooks or modules), only half can be solely web although 
library journal articles accessed through the Library website are not considered 
web only. Wikipedia is clearly not an acceptable reference; thirty points will be 
deducted for its use, a second use will lead to a failing grade for the assignment 
or course project. Remember assignments must be in Word format. Late 
assignments are graded down a letter grade a day until an F grade is reached. For 
assignment formatting, you must use the referencing system used by the 
American Political Science Review which is available on line through googling for 
the style sheet.  
Course Project Proposal 


The course project proposal involves a prospectus of at least 1,000 words 
explaining what is being proposed including an expanded annotated 
bibliography. A proposal should include a clear identification of the specific 
situation, an assessment of doable resources, clear identification of what type of 
surprise was intended, what resources were available to the organization 
conducting the threat analysis, and outcome as can best be determined. 
Textbooks are not an acceptable reference, nor is Wikipedia, use will lead to 
points being deducted, equivalent to one letter grade.  Provide a word count. 


Course Project: 


Course projects must be a minimum of 3,000 words.  Changing your topic 
after it is accepted must be done by the closing date of 15 June.  Any changed 
topic subsequently must be approved by the instructor; otherwise, the changed 
topic will not be accepted.  Other changes to the original topic in terms of scope 
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or focus but still the same general topic, for example, should be emailed to the 
instructor for his approval. Analysis should be as fine grained as you are able to 
do using available resources. NO CHANGES WILL BE ACCEPTED AFTER 15 June 
At 2300 HOURS. This is in order that sufficient time exists to complete your 
project. Late projects or assignments are graded down a letter grade a day until 
an F grade is reached. However, failure to complete a satisfactory project will 
result in an “F” for the course regardless of the number of points earned in other 
portions of the course. 


Disability Access:  


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations 


for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon 


request. Students who need accommodations must be registered with Student Disability 


Services, Ferrell Commons Room 185, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone 


(407) 823-2116, before requesting accommodations from the professor. 


 
University Writing Center:  
The University Writing Center (UWC) is a free resource for UCF undergraduates and 


graduates. At the UWC, a trained writing consultant will work individually with you on 


anything you're writing (in or out of class), at any point in the writing process from 


brainstorming to editing. Appointments are recommended, but not required. For more 


information or to make an appointment, visit the UWC website at 


http://www.uwc.ucf.edu, stop by MOD 608, or call 407.823.2197. 


 


Religious Observances 
Students are expected to notify their instructor in advance if they intend to miss class to 


observe a holy day of their religious faith. For a current schedule of major religious 


holidays, see the Faculty Center’s main web page under “Calendars,” and for additional 


information, contact the Office of Diversity Initiatives at 407-823-6479. 


COURSE COMMUNICATION 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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Announcements will be posted in CANVAS on a regular basis. They will appear on your 


CANVAS dashboard when you log in and/or will be sent to you directly through your 


preferred method of notification from CANVAS. Please make certain to check them 


regularly, as they will contain any important information about upcoming projects or 


class concerns. 


 
DISCUSSION FORUMS 
Discussion Forums are a way for you to engage with each other about the course 


content. Each lesson module will have a question that links to a forum. You can also 


access each forum by clicking on the DISCUSSIONS button in the course navigation 
links. In order to get full credit for each discussion, you will need to post a thoughtful, 


well-written response to the question and respond to two of your classmates’ answers. 


Failure to participate will result in loss of points toward your final grade. 


 
Selected Readings (text readings are assigned in the modules): 
 
Module 1: What Does Strategic Warning Mean? May 15-20th, May 18th start 
discussion 
Dahl – Intelligence and Surprise Attack – Begin reading, will be part of Module 2 also 
 
Arthur S. Hulnick (2005) Indications and Warning for Homeland Security: 
Seeking a New Paradigm, International Journal of Intelligence and CounterIntelligence, 
18:4, 593-608, DOI: 10.1080/08850600500177101 
  
John A. Gentry, “Intelligence Failure Reframed,” Political Science Quarterly 123 
(Summer 2008), 247-270. 
 
Jack Davis, “Strategic Warning: If Surprise is Inevitable, What Role for Analysis?” 
(Washington, DC: CIA, Sherman Kent Center for Intelligence Analysis, January 2003), 
Occasional Papers: Volume 2, Number 1  PDF Url : ADA526588  
  
Module 2: Why History Repeats itself: Pearl Harbor and 9/11 May 21-27th, May 23rd 
start discussion 
 
Dahl – finish book. 
 
Steve Chan, ‘‘The Intelligence of Stupidity: Understanding Failures in Strategic 
Warning,’’ American Political Science Review 73 (March 1979): 171–180. 
 



http://www.dtic.mil/cgi-bin/GetTRDoc?Location=U2&doc=GetTRDoc.pdf&AD=ADA526588
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James J. Wirtz, ‘Intelligence to Please: The Order of Battle Controversy during the 
Vietnam War’, Political Science Quarterly 106/2 (1991) pp.239–63. 
 
Richard K. Betts, ‘‘Analysis, War, and Decision: Why Intelligence Failures are 
Inevitable,’’ World Politics 31 (October 1978): 61–89. 
 
John Hollister Hedley, ‘‘Learning From Intelligence Failures,’’ International Journal of 
Intelligence and CounterIntelligence 18 (July 2005): 435–450. 
 
Amy K. Donahue and Robert V. Tuohy, ‘Lessons We Don’t Learn: A Study of the 
Lessons of Disasters, Why We Repeat Them, and How We Can Learn Them’, 
Homeland Security Affairs 2/2 (July 2006), at 5http://www.hsaj.org/?home¼2.24.  
 
Module 3: The Nature of the Problem May 28th – June 3rd, May 30th start discussion  
 
Cynthia M. Grabo, Anticipating Surprise: Analysis for Strategic Warning 
(Washington, DC: Joint Military Intelligence College, 2002), emailed to students 
 
Fingar – Reducing Uncertainty 
 
Amy B. Zegart, ‘‘an Empirical Analysis of Failed Intelligence Reform Before 9/11,’’ 
Political Science Quarterly 121 (Spring 2006) 
 
Woodrow J. Kuhns, ‘‘Intelligence Failures: Forecasting and the Lessons of 
Epistemology’’ in Richard K. Betts and Thomas G. Mahnken, eds., Paradoxes of 
Strategic Intelligence (London: Frank Cass, 2003), 80–100 
 
Module 4: Biases, Blind Spots & Failures of Imagination June 4th to June 10th, 
June 7th start discussion 
 
Richards J. Heuer, Jr. ”Strategic Deception and Counterdeception: A Cognitive Process 
Approach” International Studies Quarterly, Vol. 25, No. 2, Symposium in Honor of Hans 
J. Morgenthau (Jun., 1981), pp. 294-327. 
 
HOWARD ADELMAN and ASTRI SUHRKE, “Early Warning and Response: Why the 
International Community Failed to Prevent the Genocide,” 20 Disasters (December 
1996), 295-304, DOI: 10.1111/j.1467-7717.1996.tb01045.x  
 
Tom Kean, et al. The 9-11 Commission Report: Final Report of the National 
Commission on Terrorist Attacks upon the United States (New York: W.W. 
Norton, 2004). 
 
Michael M. Gunter, “The Iraqi Opposition and the Failure of U.S. Intelligence”, 
International Journal of Intelligence and CounterIntelligence 12/2 (1999) pp.135–67 
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Module 5: Technology as Enabler/Deceiver June 11th – June 17th, June 14th start 
discussion 
 
Gentry, John A, “Doomed to Fail: America's Blind Faith in Military Technology,” (Carlisle 
Barracks, PA: Army War College, 2002). PDF Url : ADA408230 
 
Erik J. Dahl (2010) Missing the Wake-up Call: Why Intelligence Failures 
Rarely Inspire Improved Performance, Intelligence and National Security, 25:6, 778-
799, DOI: 10.1080/02684527.2010.537876 
 
Sir David Omand , Jamie Bartlett & Carl Miller (2012) Introducing Social 
Media Intelligence (SOCMINT), Intelligence and National Security, 27:6, 801-823, DOI: 
10.1080/02684527.2012.716965 
 
Module 6: Anticipating Surprise June 18th – June 24th . June 21st start discussion  
 
Cynthia M. Grabo, Anticipating Surprise: Analysis for Strategic Warning 
(Washington, DC: Joint Military Intelligence College, 2002), emailed to students. 
 
Hassol, S.J., J. Kasperson, and J. Katzenberger, eds. 1995, electronic edition 2008. 
Anticipating Global Change Surprises. Proc. of an Aspen Global Change Institute 
Workshop 31 July-13 August 1994, Elements of Change series, AGCI   
 
Ben Anderson, “Security and the future: Anticipating the event of terror,” Geoforum 41 
(2010) 227–235.  
 
Module 7: Is Surprise Overrated? June 25th – July 1st, June 29th start discussion 
 
Peter Schwartz and Doug Randall, “Ahead of the Curve: Anticipating Strategic 
Surprise,” in Blindside, ed. Francis Fukuyama (Washington, D.C.: Brookings Institution 
Press, 2007). 
 
Olga Gheorghe, Lavinia Groza, and Ioana Olaru,“Strategic Foresight in a Volatile 
Environment. Look Ahead and Look Around,” Proceedings of the 19th Annual 
Conference, Bucharest – 2014. 
 
Richard K. Betts, “Surprise, Scholasticism, and Strategy: A Review of Ariel Levite's 
Intelligence and Strategic Surprises,” International Studies Quarterly Vol. 33, No. 3 
(Sep., 1989), pp. 329-343  
 
Meir Finkel, On Flexibility: Recovery from Technological and Doctrinal Surprise on the 
Battlefield (Stanford: CA: Stanford University Press, 2011). 
 
Module 8: Conclusion: Can the obstacles be overcome? – July 2nd – July 8th; July 
5th start discussion  
 



http://www.dtic.mil/cgi-bin/GetTRDoc?Location=U2&doc=GetTRDoc.pdf&AD=ADA408230
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Timothy R. Walton (2015) Lessons Learned from the CIA's Assessment of the 
Soviet Economy, International Journal of Intelligence and Counterintelligence, 28:3, 
468-479, DOI: 10.1080/08850607.2015.1022461 
 
Peter D. Feaver and Jason Reifler, “Success Matters: Casualty Sensitivity and the War 
in Iraq”, International Security 30/3 (2005/06) pp.7–46. 
 
Brett Peppler, Intelligence pathologies in terrorism analysis [online]. Journal of the 
Australian Institute of Professional Intelligence Officers, Vol. 16, No. 3, 2008: 41-56. 
 
John Buckley, “A Wheel Is Still a Wheel. The Role of Intelligence in an Evolving Threat 
Environment,” in Proceedings of the 19th Annual Conference, Bucharest - 2014 
 


Additional Readings: The Problem of Attack: Conventional, Terrorist, 


Author(s): David B. Montgomery and Charles B. Weinberg, “Toward Strategic 
Intelligence Systems,” Journal of Marketing, Vol. 43, No. 4 (Autumn, 1979), pp. 41-52 
 
Richard K. Betts, “Surprise Attack: NATO's Political Vulnerability,” International Security  
Vol. 5, No. 4 (Spring, 1981), pp. 117-149  
 
John-Michael Arnold, “Non-State-Led Strategic Surprise and U.S. Foreign Policy: A 
New Variant of an Old Problem,” 8 Yale Journal of International Affairs, 1 (2013) 
 
Arthur S. Hulnick (2005) Indications and Warning for Homeland Security: Seeking a 
New Paradigm, International Journal of Intelligence and Counterintelligence, 18:4, 593-
608, DOI: 10.1080/08850600500177101 
 
John A. Gentry (2010) Intelligence Learning and Adaptation: Lessons from 
Counterinsurgency Wars, Intelligence and National Security, 25:1, 50-75, 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/02684521003588112  
 
Phil Williams, ‘‘Warning Indicators, Terrorist Finances, and Terrorist 
Adaptation,’’ Strategic Insights, Vol. 4, #1, January 2005 
 
Daniel Byman (2014) “The Intelligence War on Terrorism,” Intelligence and 
National Security, 29:6, 837-863, DOI: 10.1080/02684527.2013.851876 
 
John P. Sullivan and James J. Wirtz, “Terrorism Early Warning and 
Counterterrorism Intelligence,” International Journal of Intelligence and 
CounterIntelligence, Vol. 21, No. 1, Spring 2008, pp. 13-25. 
 
 
 
 
 



http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/02684521003588112
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PUP4744 – Summer 2017  


Home Page 


Instructor Contact: 


Instructor Roger Handberg 


Office Howard Phillips Hall 302 


Office Hours Open Office Hours: MW 1000-


1130  or by appointment 


Phone 407-823-2608 


Instructor E-mail roger.handberg@ucf.edu 


  


Course Overview: 


 For Presidents and presidential candidates, the two most important variables with 


regards to their electoral success are the economy and the issue of war and peace. 


Except during periods of active warfare, however, the economy becomes the most 



https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257470
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important issue because the American people hold government and the president as 


the symbol of that government accountable for the state of the economy. Whether 


presidents actually have any real effect upon the economy in the short term remains an 


open question. But, since all presidents claim success when the economy is good, they 


get the blame when it declines or stagnates. War and peace are normally more distant 


concerns especially in the era of the volunteer military although the heavy use of 


reserves and National Guard units creates some tensions, for example, when the war in 


Iraq continued with no immediate end in sight and multiple deployments for National 


Guard and reserve units. But the reality is that the US population is generally not 


connected to the military in the same way as occurred in early wars with draftee based 


forces. 


            The larger argument that runs through American politics and those of other 


economically advanced states is what type actions the government should take in order 


to insure economic prosperity. On that question in the United States, there is little 


agreement beyond a generalized belief in a capitalist-market approach. Within that 


larger context, some argue for a minimal governmental presence or involvement while 


others favor a more intrusive situation. As a result in most modern states, the historical 


pattern has been an incremental one of government action at some level but with 


subsequent periods of minimal involvement. Despite the federal government’s central 


role in the economy, the United States is a federalist system, which means that 


economic policies are often localized in their implementation. For example, 


unemployment insurance is administered through the states, which creates great 


variability in the benefits paid despite federal guidelines and financing. When the federal 


government funds the program entirely it has more clout but this is not a military 


organization with assumed obedience rather the policies are negotiated within Congress 


and during the implementation process with the relevant actors whether governments or 


private entities such as corporations or nonprofit organizations.. 


            Ideas have consequences and in economic terms, dead economists still impact 


our lives today such as Friedrich von Hayek, Adam Smith or John Maynard Keynes. 


Rarely are their ideas perfectly implemented because in the real world compromises are 







usually necessary plus some of their ideas are not as clear upon further thought and 


reflection. Many assume that government at different levels (federal, state, local) uses 


business to achieve its goals while at the same time business uses government. 


Regardless, for the economy, the government remains the wild card - subject to sudden 


passions or concerns that affect business generally or specific areas of business. 


Business cannot ignore government as Bill Gates found out earlier to his peril when the 


government decided to prosecute Microsoft for antitrust violations. That prosecution at 


one point could have cost Gates his company; the proposed remedy was splitting 


Microsoft up into several corporations rather than the single entity that exists today.. 


The point is not that government is opposed to business, quite the contrary; government 


is usually very supportive of business since that is from whence revenues come from in 


order to make programs work successfully.  


However, government pursues a different agenda than business because its 


agenda covers more items including ones that business does not normally consider 


including long term costs to the society, ameliorating human misery, preserving the 


environment, and maintaining some sense of an open market system. That can lead 


government to “interfere” with the normal workings of capitalism. The social services 


that business often attacks as wasteful are essential for providing for those left out of 


the general prosperity for individual reasons or because of impersonal economic forces. 


In one sense, government programs mean that many businesses do not have to provide 


such welfare or support programs to their workers. For example, worker retraining and 


education programs are important for equipping workers to compete for jobs in a 


changing economy. Technological change has dramatically impacted various jobs. No 


young person has ever encountered a key punch operator responsible for generating 


the physical IBM cards so central to the then new computer age. Data input exists but 


technology has advanced rapidly forcing continual retraining of workers. Information 


technology for example allows for jobs to be conducted from anywhere on the globe, 


meaning competition for certain jobs is now global in nature rather than local or even 


national. 







Regardless, the politics of the United States represents an extended 


conversation over the question of how much the government should intervene into the 


normal affairs of businesses operating in a market setting. For example, does 


government intervene to direct future investment or does it indirectly subsidize those 


activities seen as most beneficial for the entire society? The answers change over time 


since circumstances change. Stagnation means loss of economic competitiveness and 


eventual economic decline – a situation government leaders strive to avoid. 


Learner Objectives 


• students will become familiar with the development of U.S. economic policy over 


its existence as an independent state. 


• students will be informed regarding trends in American responses to a globalizing 


world economy 


• Students will be able to discuss U.S. tax policy and its implications for social and 


economic change 


• students will be introduced to the major economic players in the U.S. and global 


economy and their impact on the world economy 


• comparisons will be made between U.S. and other economic-political systems 


Communicating within the Course 


In this class our official mode of communication is through the course email located 


inside Canvas and through announcements posted by the instructor. All 


communications between student and instructor and between student and student 


should be respectful and professional. It is the student's responsibility to check the 


"course mail" tool or “course announcements” discussion site frequently. You must also 


create a Knight's Email account at www.knightsemail.ucf.edu for separate official 


communication from the university. Under university policy, the instructor is prohibited 


from communicating official information about student performance in the course except 


through Knight’s email (the email system is free). Students can use Knights email to 







contact the instructor outside the course at roger.handberg@ucf.edu. If you have not 
received an acknowledgement within 3 days, email again to the address just 
given but use your knightsmail account and provide your name and which course 
you are in. 


Course Textbook 


            Richard Lehne – Govern and Business: American Political Economy in 


Comparative Perspective (3rd Ed). 


Additional readings are referenced and attached to modules; students are responsible 


for accessing those materials when required. Being a web based course, students are 


presumed to be accessing the web generally for additional information for the three 


assignments to be completed during the course. 


Course Relevant Web Information 


            The course is outlined in the Syllabus page where you can access through the 


course website. Reading assignments from the text are identified in the modules you 


will routinely access as part of the course. . Modules for this course are found on the 


course website and contain information on the assignments to be completed.  Students 


are responsible for staying current in the course. If you have a fluctuating web 


connection in your residence, you might consider using UCF labs for completing exams 


where time is critical. 


Assignments:  


This is an A Term course so the class will move quickly, do not fall behind since 


Assignments and exams will come rapidly with little time in between. The assignments 


referenced to above refer to the three assignments posted on the course website in the 


Syllabus Page. These assignments involve locating and reading materials and then 


answering the questions posed in the form of short essays regarding various questions 



mailto:roger.handberg@ucf.edu





regarding world government and business or economic policy. Please note the 


deadlines listed on the schedule and on the Assignment page. Grades for these 


assignments like all other grades are posted to the course grade book which only 


students enrolled in the course have access. Assignments are to be completed in Word 


so that I can access them. The assignments are a minimum of 750 words with a 
maximum of 1250 words, excessively long assignments will be reduced in grade 
(a word count must be provided on the first page). Assignments require five 
references aside from the text book or modules. Wikipedia is not an acceptable 
reference; such usage will result in a grade reduction.  Late reports are graded 
down a letter grade a day for being late, after 4 days, the grade reverts to “zero.” 


Course grading:  


Grades in this course will employ only standard letter grades with no "minuses" or 


"pluses." 


Examinations:  


No makeup examinations are given except for the last examination, there are two 


exams in this course, and the second exam would be for double score if the absence is 


excused.  All students must take the last examination. Examinations may include a 


combination of short answer and essay. The exact mix will vary from examination to 


examination. Specific materials to be covered on a specific examination will be 


announced by the instructor prior to the examination date. Answers to the exam 


questions are not to be copy and pastes of module or text materials but rather your 


answer presented in your words. All exams occurred on line and will be timed, 120 


minutes at which point the exam closes whether you are finished or not. Do not close 


the exam prior to submitting your answers, proof read your answers to make sure they 


make sense with no dropped words. 


Participation in Class Discussion Topics: 







Several Class Discussion Topics are posted for students to discuss questions related to 


the course. Constructive participation in such discussions will count as part of the 


student's participation portion of the course. Such participation is used to determine the 


difference between which grade the student receives strictly on the points and the final 


grade assessed. Constructive refers to comments adding the discussion not tirades 


concerning some issue that the individual is emotional concerning and wishes to vent 


on others in the class.  


Current and Other Sources 


            There are a number of economics and policy journals that can be consulted for 


information germane to the course and your assignments. For more current events, one 


can consult a number of popular sources including the Wall Street Journal, New York 


Times, the Economist (London), Financial Times, Washington Post, Business Week and 


the various business sections of other newspapers. These are just examples of general 


coverage. Each major economic sector has more specialized journals and weekly 


magazines such as for Aviation Week & Space Technology for the aerospace industry 


in its various facets including space activities, airlines and other aeronautical 


businesses.. 


Course Grade Structure 


           Three assignments – 200 points each – total = 600 points. Assignments 
completed on the web, spread over the entire term. 


            First exam – 200 points, completed on the web. 


            Second exam – 200 points, completed on the web. 


            Total points = 1000 







An extra credit assignment, value equal to 50 points is offered as part of Module 1 in 


the course modules. No further extra credit will be offered. You complete the extra credit 


through the Module 0 and the Introductory Assignment. 


Academic Purposes and Conduct: 


Please consult The Golden Rule online at http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu for 


guidelines. Students should only present material that they can demonstrate they have 


studied and learned from course documents and approved activities. Cheating, 


dishonesty, or plagiarism is grounds for grade reduction or failure in this course. 


Plagiarism is presenting someone else's words or work as if they were your own. Do not 


cut-and-paste others' material into your discussions or essays. All of the writing 


assignments in this class require you to produce your own informed thinking about the 


assigned topics. When you integrate your research and secondary literature into your 


arguments, you must provide sufficient attributions and citations to protect the 


intellectual property of others. To learn more about plagiarism, see 


http://www.plagiarism.org. This course requires original work on writing assignments. If 


you wish to write about a topic that you have previously done in another course, you 


must contact me before hand to work out an acceptable project. 


UCF faculty members have a responsibility for your education and the value of a UCF 


degree, and so seek to prevent unethical behavior and when necessary respond to 


infringements of academic integrity. Penalties can include a failing grade in an 


assignment or in the course, suspension or expulsion from the university, and/or a "Z 


Designation" on a student's official transcript indicating academic dishonesty. For more 


information about the Z Designation, see http://z.ucf.edu/. 


For more information about UCF's Rules of Conduct, see http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/. 


Be advised that instructors at UCF are required to report alleged cheating or plagiarism 


with the Office of Student Conduct. 







N.B. 


The instructor reserves the right to amend this syllabus and course schedule due 
to changing circumstances and other problems that arise during the semester. 
Changes will be posted to the course website. The forums are linked to specific 
questions identified in the modules.  Those announcements can include changes 
in the course requirements or other items of interest.  The Help group is where 
you post questions regarding the technology and problems of access.  See the 
Course Protocols for its use. 
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PUP 4744  


Government & Business 


Summer 2017 Schedule 
  


Module # Module name Date Open Date Close Assignment 
Module 0 Getting Started May 15, 2017 May 19 At 11pm  


 


Complete 
assignments in 
Module 0 
including 
introductory 
assignment (extra 
credit) 


Module 1 Building Blocks 
for the Future 


May 15 May 17 At 11pm   Read Materials, 
Start Assignment 
1 


Module 2 U.S. Political -
Economic 
Culture 


May 17 May 19 At 11pm  Read Materials 
and respond to 
Discussion 
Group: “Market 
Economics makes 
America Great” 


Module 3 Conducting 
Economic Policy 


May 20 May 23 At  11pm Complete 
Assignment 1 


Module 4 U.S. Economic 
Policy Players 


May 24 May 27  At 11pm Read materials 
and respond to 
Discussion 
Group: “Labor 
Unions Help 
Workers” 


Module 5 Government 
Economic Players 


May 27  May 29 At 11pm 


  


Read materials, 
start Assignment 
2 


Exam 1 Exam 1 May 29 May 31 At 11pm Complete on line 
Module 6 Taxing & 


Spending Policy 
June 1 June 4 At 11pm Complete 


Assignment 2 
Module 7 Regulatory Policy June 5 June 9 At 11pm Read text 


materials, start 
Assignment 3 


Module 8 Distributive 
Economic Policy 


June 10 June  13 At 11pm Read text 
materials, 







Complete 
Assignment 3 


Module 9 International 
Economic Policy 


June 14 June 19 At 11pm Respond to 
Discussion 
Group: “What do 
the BRICS mean 
in the world 
economy” 


Exam 2 Exam 2 June 20 June 22 At 11pm Complete exam 
on line 
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Syllabus  


POS 3424: Congress and the Legislative 


Process  


Summer A 2017 


Instructor Contact 


Instructor Nathan Ilderton 


Office 302 Howard Philips Hall 


Office 


Hours 


2:00-4:00pm Tuesday and Thursday. All regularly 


scheduled office hours this semester will be virtual. 


You can access these hours by clicking on the "chat" 


tab. Face to face meetings are available by appointment. 


Phone 407-823-2608 


E-mail 


Please contact me via the email function within 


webcourses for all class related emails. Click my profile 


under people and select send message.  If webcourses is 


down you can reach me via my University email: 


Nathan.Ilderton@ucf.edu. 


  


Course Information 


Course Name Congress and the Legislative Process 


Course ID & Section POS 3424 Section AW59 


Credit Hours 3 


Semester/Year Summer A 2017 


Location Online 


  


Course Description 


This course is an examination of the politics of the United States Congress. During the semester 


we will examine the election of members of Congress, the legislative process, and the place of 


Congress in the broader context of the American government and democracy. This will mean 
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exploring the rules, norms, individuals, and historical events that have shaped the Congress. We 


will also discuss the development of the modern Congress and where it is heading in future. 


Prerequisite: POS 2041 or consent of the instructor. 


Course Objectives 


This course will equip you not only to describe how Congress operates, but analyze why it 


operates in the manner it does. Students will become familiar with the theories posited by 


political scientists to explain congressional process and evaluate the rigor of these theories. At 


the end of the course, students will be better able to understand and analyze political outcomes 


within Congress and in the American political system in general. 


Required Text 


 Roger H. Davidson, Walter J. Oleszek, Francis E. Lee, and Eric Schickler. Congress and 


Its Members, 15th edition (Sage/CQ Press) 


 Gary Jacobson and Jamie Carson. The Politics of Congressional Elections, 9th edition. 


(Rowman & Littlefield). 


Course Requirements 


The course is divided into three two week segments. During these periods five modules will be 


available. You will be required in each period to complete four quizzes, participate in one 


discussion, and complete one internet assignment. During the final week of each section an exam 


will open for you to complete. Modules will open on the Monday at the beginning of the first 


week and close the Sunday after the second week at 11:59 pm. The semester ends Friday, June 


23rd. The exam for the third segment of the class will open on June 16th to give students the 


normal time frame in which to complete the exam. 


Missed Assignments/Make-Ups/Extra Credit 


I will not allow missed assignments to be made up without a documented university excused 


absence. If you know ahead of time that you will be unable to complete a module on time please 


inform me prior to the closing time. If you cannot inform me ahead of time, please inform me 


within one business day of the closing of the module either via phone or email. Date and time of 


makeup modules will be determined by the instructor on a case by case basis. I reserve the right 


to change the format and questions of makeup modules at my discretion. 


Evaluation and Grading 


Each module will consist of reading and lecture materials you will be required to read or watch. 


Four of five modules in each segment of the class has a quiz associated with it. Quizzes consist 


of true/false and multiple choice questions. True/false and multiple choice questions will be 







3 
 


worth one point each. Your quiz grade will be computed by dividing the total points earned 


during the semester by the total points available. Quizzes are listed under the quizzes tab on the 


course menu. 


Each two week segment of the class will include one discussion question in which you will be 


asked to interact with your classmates. Each discussion contribution will be graded on a 10 point 


scale based on the accuracy of the answer to the question posed and the quality of the interaction 


with fellow students. These are listed under the discussions tab of the course menu. 


Each two week segment of the class will include an internet assignment. These will be 


assignments that require you to find or examine materials related to Congress on the web and 


respond to them. These assignments will be graded on a 100 point scale. These will be listed 


under the assignments tab on the course menu. These assignments substitute for quizzes in 


Modules 4, 8, and 11. 


During the second week of each segment of the class, an exam will be available which you are 


required to complete. Exams consist of five short answer questions from the material covered in 


the segment. The second and third exams are not cumulative. Exam questions should be 


answered in one or two paragraphs each. Answers should be original (i.e. not cut and pasted 


from course modules).  Exams will open at midnight on the Monday of the final week of the 


segment and close on the following Sunday at 11:59 pm (see course schedule). Exams will be 


listed under the quizzes tab. *The third exam will run on a Friday to Friday schedule.* 


Once you begin a quiz, discussion, or internet assignment there is no time limit for it to be 


completed. There is a 60 minute time limit for the completion of exams. Also, be aware that 


you only get one attempt to complete a quiz or exam, i.e. once you start a quiz or exam you 


must complete it. 


Assignments will be weighted in the following manner for calculating the final grade. 


Assignment Percentage of Grade 


Quizzes 20 


Internet Assignments 10 


Discussions 10 


Exam 1 20 


Exam 2 20 


Exam 3 20 


Total 100 


  


Final grades will be awarded according to the following scale. 


Letter Grade Points 
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A 89.5 – 100 


B 79.5 – 89.4 


C 69.5 – 79.4 


D 59.5 – 69.4 


F 59.4 or below 


  


Student Engagement and Financial Aid 


As of Fall 2014, all faculty are required to document students’ academic activity at the beginning 


of each course. In order to document that you began this course, please complete the syllabus 


quiz by the end of the first week of classes or as soon as possible after adding the course. Failure 


to do so may result in a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid. 


The syllabus quiz is a five question multiple choice quiz and can be found under the "Quizzes" 


tab. The only purpose of the syllabus quiz is to satisfy the financial aid requirement for this class. 


It will not be included in the calculation of your final grade. 


Academic Honesty 


Plagiarism and Cheating of any kind on an examination, quiz, or assignment will result at least in 


an "F" for that assignment (and may, depending on the severity of the case, lead to an "F" for the 


entire course) and may be subject to appropriate referral to the Office of Student Conduct for 


further action. See the UCF Golden Rule for further information. I will assume for this course 


that you will adhere to the academic creed of this University and will maintain the highest 


standards of academic integrity. In other words, don't cheat by giving answers to others or taking 


them from anyone else. I will also adhere to the highest standards of academic integrity, so 


please do not ask me to change (or expect me to change) your grade illegitimately or to bend or 


break rules for one person that will not apply to everyone. 


Disability Statement 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations to all 


persons with disabilities.  This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request.  Students 


who need accommodations must be registered with Disability Services, Student Resource Center 


Room 132, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting 


accommodations from the professor. 


Copyright 


This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, images, text 


materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use doctrine in order to 



https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257895/quizzes/1610613

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257895/quizzes/1610613

http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/
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enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, download or distribute these 


items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for this online classroom environment and 


your use only. All copyright materials are credited to the copyright holder. 


Third-Party Software and FERPA 


During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or software 


applications sometimes called third-party software such as a blog or wiki. While some of these 


could be required assignments, you need not make any personally identifying information on a 


public site. Do not post or provide any private information about yourself or your classmates. 


Where appropriate you may use a pseudonym or nickname. Some written assignments posted 


publicly may require personal reflection/comments, but the assignments will not require you to 


disclose any personally identity-sensitive information. If you have any concerns about this, 


please contact your instructor. 
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Schedule 


Modules assignments and exams open at midnight on the open date and close at 11:59pm on the 


close date. 


Weeks Topic Readings Assignments 
Open 


Date 


Close 


Date 


Part I* 


Weeks 


1-5 


Module 1: Introduction, 


Origins and Development of 


Congress 


Congress and Its 


Members Ch. 1-2 
Module 1 Quiz 


May 


15th 


May 


28th 


Module 2: The Electoral 


Connection 
  


Module 2 Quiz 


Electoral Connection 


Discussion 


May 


15th 


May 


28th 


Module 3: Congressional 


Elections: Context and 


Candidates 


Jacobson and 


Carson Ch. 1,2, 3 
Module 3 Quiz 


May 


15th 


May 


28th 


Module 4: Congressional 


Elections: Campaigns 


Jacobson and 


Carson  Ch. 4 


Campaign Ads 


Internet Assignment 


May 


15th 


May 


28th 


Module 5: Congressional 


Elections: Voters and 


National Politics 


Jacobson and 


Carson Ch. 5-6 
Module 5 Quiz 


May 


15th 


May 


28th 


Week 5 Exam 1     
May 


22nd 


May 


28th 


Part II 


Weeks 


6-10 


Module 6: Representation 


and an Introduction to 


Lawmaking 


C&M Ch. 5 Module 6 Quiz 
May 


29th 


June 


11th 


Module 7: Parties C&M Ch. 6 Module 7 Quiz 
May 


29th 


June 


11th 


Module 8: Committees C&M Ch.7 
Committees Internet 


Assignment 


May 


29th 


June 


11th 


Module 9: Rules, Norms, 


and Procedures 
C&M Ch.8 


Module 9 Quiz 


House and Senate 


Procedures 


Discussion 


May 


29th 


June 


11th 


Module 10: Roll Call Voting C&M Ch.9 Module 10 Quiz 
May 


29th 


June 


11th 


Week 


10 
Exam 2     


June 


5th 


June 


11th 


Module 11: Congress and 


the President 
C&M Ch. 10 


Presidential Rhetoric 


Internet Assignment 


June 


12th 


June 


23rd 
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Part III 


Weeks 


11-16 


Module 12: Congress and 


the Bureaucracy 
C&M Ch. 11 Module 12 Quiz 


June 


12th 


June 


23rd 


Module 13: Congress and 


the Judiciary 
C&M Ch. 12 Module 13 Quiz 


June 


12th 


June 


23rd 


Module 14: Congress and 


Organized Interests 
C&M Ch. 13 


Module 14 Quiz 


Congress and 


Organized Interests 


Discussion 


June 


12th 


June 


23rd 


Module 15: Congress and 


the Policy Process 
C&M Ch. 14, 15 Module 15 Quiz 


June 


12th 


June 


23rd 


Week 


16 
Exam 3     


June 


16th 


June 


23rd 


  


Note: All dates and times are subject to change by Dr. Ilderton. Be informed and routinely check 


the Schedule and Class Email or Announcements for any changes or updates. 


*Syllabus quiz for financial aid purposes due by end of 1st week of class or as soon as possible 


after adding the class. 
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Syllabus 


POS 4412: Presidential Campaigning 


Summer A 2017 


Instructor Contact 


  


  


Instructor Nathan Ilderton 


Office 302 Howard Phillips Hall 


Office 


Hours 


All regular office hours will be online. I will be available in the class chat room on Tuesdays and Thursdays 2:00pm to 


4:00pm. You can access these hours by clicking on the "chat" tab. If you need to meet with me face to face please email 


me for an appointment. 


Phone 407-823-2608 


E-mail 
Please contact me via the email function within webcourses for all class related emails. If webcourses 


is down you can reach me via my University email: Nathan.Ilderton@ucf.edu. 


    


Course Information 


Course Name Presidential Campaigning 


Course ID & Section POS 4412 Section AW59 


Credit Hours 3 


Semester/Year Summer 2017 A Term 


Location Online 


Course Description 


This course introduces the process of candidate selection, convention behavior, actual campaign 


process, and the transition of power for U.S. presidential campaigns. The course will examine 


primary and general elections, the role of interest groups, voter mobilization, and campaign 


finance. We will also examine important controversies and conflicts in the presidential election 


process. 


Prerequisite: ENC 1102 


Course Objectives 



mailto:Nathan.Ilderton@ucf.edu?subject=POS4412
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This course focuses on the context and process of presidential elections. Students will become 


familiar with the historical and contemporary context in which presidential elections take place. 


We will examine the process of elections from the primaries through the general election, 


including the roles of political actors beyond the candidates themselves. Finally, we will examine 


specific controversies that have arisen within the modern presidential campaign and proposals to 


address them. These issues include the electoral college, the changing roles of political parties, 


the emergence of super PACs in 2012, and the Trump campaign of 2016. 


Required Text 


 Presidential Elections: Strategies and Structures of American Politics. by Nelson Polsby, 


Aaron Wildavsky, Steven Schier, and David Hopkins. 14th edition. Rowman & 


Littlefield. 


 Campaigns on the Cutting Edge. Richard Semiatin, eds. 3rd edition. Sage CQ Press. 


 Links for articles will be periodically included in modules as required reading (See 


Below). 


JSTOR 


Several articles will be accessible through JSTOR, an archive of academic journal articles. 


JSTOR can be accessed through the library website by logging into the library website at 


http://library.ucf.edu/, and clicking on the log in link at the top right. You will be able to access 


the library database using your PID. 


Once you have logged in click on "Databases", the "J" tab and select JSTOR from the menu. 


Once at the JSTOR website "political science" under browse by discipline and use the reference 


given to you in the module to find the article. 


Any questions regarding logging into the library's site should be directed to the library. 


Course Requirements 


The course is divided into two week segments (see course schedule). During these periods four 


modules will be available. You will be required in each period to complete four quizzes 


participate in one discussion and complete one internet assignment. During the second week of 


each section an exam will open for you to complete. Modules will open on the Monday at the 


beginning of the first week and close the Sunday after the second week at 11:59 pm. The course 


ends on Friday, June 23rd. The assignments for Part III will be due at 11:59pm on the evening of 


June 23rd. 


Missed Assignments/Make-Ups/Extra Credit 


I will not allow missed assignments to be made up without a documented university excused 


absence. If you know ahead of time that you will be unable to complete a module on time please 



http://library.ucf.edu/
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inform me prior to the closing time. If you cannot inform me ahead of time, please inform me 


within one business day of the closing of the module either via phone or email. Date and time of 


makeup modules will be determined by the instructor on a case by case basis. I reserve the right 


to change the format and questions of makeup modules at my discretion. 


Evaluation and Grading 


Each module will consist of reading and lecture materials you will be required to read or watch. 


Each module has a quiz associated with it. Quizzes consist of true/false and multiple choice 


questions. True/false and multiple choice questions will be worth one point each. Your quiz 


grade will be computed by dividing the total points earned during the semester by the total points 


available. Quizzes are listed under the assessments tab on the course menu. You have unlimited 


time to complete a quiz. You have only one attempt per quiz, meaning once you open a quiz 


you must complete it. 


Each two week segment of the class will include one discussion question in which you will be 


asked to interact with your classmates. Each discussion contribution will be graded on a 10 point 


scale based on the accuracy of the answer to the question posed and the quality of the interaction 


with fellow students. These are listed under the discussions tab of the course menu. 


Each two week segment of the class will include an internet assignment. These will be 


assignments that require you to find or examine materials related to presidential campaigns on 


the web and respond to them. These assignments will be graded on a 100 point scale. These will 


be listed under the assignments tab on the course menu. You may resubmit or edit your 


submission on internet assignments as often as you wish until the day and time the 


assignment is due. 


During the second week of each segment of the class, an exam will be available which you are 


required to complete. Exams consist of five short answer questions from the material covered in 


the two week segment. The second and third exams are not cumulative. Exam questions should 


be answered in one or two paragraphs each. Exams will open at midnight on the Monday of the 


second week and close on the following Sunday at 11:59 pm (see course schedule). You have 


only one attempt at exams, meaning once you open an exam you must complete it. Exams 


have a 60 minute limit from the time you open it. 


**Please note that the semester ends on Friday, June 23rd. Assignments for Part III (including 


the exam) will be due at 11:59 pm that day. Exam 3 will open at midnight on Friday, June 16th 


to give you the normal allotted time for the assignment.** 


Assignments will be weighted in the following manner for calculating the final grade. 


Assignment Percentage of Grade 


Quizzes 20 


Internet Assignments 10 


Discussions 10 
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Exam 1 20 


Exam 2 20 


Exam 3 20 


Total 100 


Final grades will be awarded according to the following scale. 


Letter Grade Points 


A 89.5-100 


B 79.5-89.4 


C 69.5-79.4 


D 59.5-69.4 


F 59.4 or below 


Student Engagement and Financial Aid 


As of Fall 2014, all faculty are required to document students’ academic activity at the beginning 


of each course. In order to document that you began this course, please complete the syllabus 


quiz by the end of the first week of classes or as soon as possible after adding the course. Failure 


to do so may result in a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid. 


The syllabus quiz is a five question multiple choice quiz and can be found under the "Quizzes" 


tab. The only purpose of the syllabus quiz is to satisfy the financial aid requirement for this class. 


It will not be included in the calculation of your final grade. 


Academic Honesty 


Plagiarism and Cheating of any kind on an examination, quiz, or assignment will result at least in 


an "F" for that assignment (and may, depending on the severity of the case, lead to an "F" for the 


entire course) and may be subject to appropriate referral to the Office of Student Conduct for 


further action. See the UCF Golden Rule for further information. I will assume for this course 


that you will adhere to the academic creed of this University and will maintain the highest 


standards of academic integrity. In other words, don't cheat by giving answers to others or taking 


them from anyone else. I will also adhere to the highest standards of academic integrity, so 


please do not ask me to change (or expect me to change) your grade illegitimately or to bend or 


break rules for one person that will not apply to everyone. 


Disability Statement 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all 


persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students 


who need accommodations must be registered with Student Disability Services, Student 



https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257896/quizzes/1610117

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257896/quizzes/1610117

http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://www.sds.ucf.edu/
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Resource Center Room 132, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, 


before requesting accommodations from the professor. 


Copyright 


This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, images, text 


materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use doctrine in order to 


enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, download or distribute these 


items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for this online classroom environment and 


your use only. All copyright materials are credited to the copyright holder. 


Third-Party Software and FERPA 


During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or software 


applications sometimes called third-party software such as a blog or wiki. While some of these 


could be required assignments, you need not make any personally identifying information on a 


public site. Do not post or provide any private information about yourself or your classmates. 


Where appropriate you may use a pseudonym or nickname. Some written assignments posted 


publicly may require personal reflection/comments, but the assignments will not require you to 


disclose any personally identity-sensitive information. If you have any concerns about this, 


please contact your instructor. 
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Schedule 


Modules assignments and exams open at midnight on the open date and close at 11:59pm on the 


close date. 


Weeks Topic Readings Assignments 
Open 


Dates 


Close 


Dates 


 Part I* 


 Weeks 


1-3 


Module 


1:Introduction and 


Voters 


Polsby et al. Ch. 


1 


Campaigns, Ch. 


1  


Module 1 Quiz 
May 


15th 


May 


28th 


Module 2:Interest 


Groups 


Polsby et al. Ch. 


2, 7 


Campaigns, 


Ch.  7, 8  


Module 2 Quiz 
May 


15th 


May 


28th 


Module 3: Rules, 


Incumbency, and 


Money 


Polsby et al. Ch. 


3 pgs 49-66, 79-


84 


Campaigns, Ch. 


2  


 Module 3 Quiz 


 Money in 


Politics 


Discussion 


May 


15th 


May 


28th 


Module 4: Media 


Polsby et al. Ch. 


3 pgs 66-79 


Campaigns, Ch. 


3, 4  


 Module 4 Quiz 


 Campaign Ads 


Internet 


Assignment 


May 


15th 


May 


28th 


Week 3 Exam 1     
May 


22nd 


May 


28th 


 Part II 


 Weeks 


4-6 


Module 5: Primaries 
Polsby et al Ch. 


4, pgs 87-118 


 Module 5 Quiz 


 Primary 


Process 


Discussion 


May 


29th 


June 


11th 


Module 6: 


Conventions 


Polsby et al. Ch. 


4, pgs. 118-133 
Module 6 Quiz 


May 


29th 


June 


11th 


Module 7: Debates 


and Persuading 


Voters 


Polsby et al. Ch 


5, pgs 135-156, 


& 174-180 


 Module 7 Quiz 


 Debates 


Internet 


Assignment 


May 


29th 


June 


11th 


Module 8: Campaign 


Professionals, GOTV, 


Polsby et al. Ch 


5, pgs 156-174 


and 180-198 


Module 8 Quiz 
May 


29th 


June 


11th 
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and the General 


Election 


Campaigns Ch. 


5, 6  


Week 6 Exam 2     
June 


5th 


June 


11th 


 Part III 


 Weeks 


7-9 


Module 9: Reforms to 


the Nominating 


Process 


Polsby et al Ch 


6, pgs 201-219 


Linked Article 


Module 9 Quiz 
June 


12th 


June 


23rd 


Module 10: The 


Electoral College 


Polsby et al., 


Ch. 6, pgs 219-


226 


Two Linked 


Articles 


 Module 10 


Quiz 


 Electoral 


College 


Discussion 


June 


12th 


June 


23rd 


Module 11: 


Campaign Finance 


Reexamined: The 


Rise of Super PACs 


Campaigns, Ch 


10 


Linked Article 


 Module 11 


Quiz 


 Super PACs 


Internet 


Assignment 


June 


12th 


June 


23rd 


Module 12: Donald 


Trump and 2016: A 


New Kind of 


Campaign? 


Linked Articles Module 12 Quiz 
June 


12th 


June 


23rd 


Week 9 Exam 3     
June 


16th 


June 


23rd 


Notes: The links to readings listed above as "linked article" are available on the introduction of 


page of the module to which they are assigned. 


All dates and times are subject to change by Dr. Ilderton. Be informed and routinely check the 


Schedule and Class Email or Announcements for any changes or updates. 


 *Syllabus quiz for financial aid purposes by end of 1st week of class or as soon as possible after 


adding the class. 


 








Summer 2017 PUP 3203 Environmental Politics 
 


 


 


THIS IS A SERVICE LEARNING COURSE, REQUIRING 20 HOURS OF SERVICE 
WHICH MUST BE COMPLETE BY THE LAST DAY OF CLASSES THIS SIX WEEK 
TERM. 


 
Instructor: Peter Jacques,  Ph .D.  
Office Hours: Mondays 9-11; Wednesdays 2-4 
 
HPH 302 
407-823-2608 
Peter.Jacques@ucf.edu  (urgent issues)  
Coursemail for all normal issues 


 
Course Protocols, available in Webcourses on the syllabus page, are a part of this syllabus. 
In order to be an effective instructor, I have taken years to cultivate the assignments and 
pedagogy here, so please read everything before asking questions.   


 
Course Description 
The catalogue reads: “An examination of politics and policymaking concerning issues of 
conservation, pollution and development of land, air, and water resources”. In this class we will 
survey several topics and dimensions of environmental politics, primarily as they relate to 
domestic US concerns including the dynamics and history of environmentalism and the 
environmental movement, common pool resource problems, environmental justice concerns, and 
the regulatory conditions for making policy.  


Course Objectives: 
 


In this course you will do more than learn material, though there is lot to learn! The course 
objectives here work on several levels. 


Academic: Students will come to understand a broad history of U.S. environmentalism, anti- 
environmentalism, and thinking.  Students will learn about environmental ethics and policy, 
common pool and collective action problems in the environment, environmental justice, and the 
general institutional environment within which environmental policies are made (or ignored). 
Further, in addition to topical training, students will continue to intensively improve their 
writing, research, and evaluation skills through written essays and systematic reviews of peer 
writing. 


Civic: Students will evaluate, synthesize and apply models of civic theory to environmental 
problems. We will confront and interrogate what it means to be a citizen of a community, and 
how ecology interacts with our expectations of civic responsibility. 


Personal: In addition to learning, students of this course will reflect upon the notion of service, 
and consider their own expectations for environmental citizenship in a changing Earth system. 



mailto:Peter.Jacques@ucf.edu





Students will devote time and energy with others working on environmental challenges to think 
about how the good life and ecology intersect. 


Required Course Material 
 
♦ Environmental Policy Paradox, 6th edition by Zachary Smith, Prentice Hall. --- (referred to 


as EPP here). 
♦ The Monkeywrench Gang, Edward Abbey 
♦ New York Times at least 3x weekly, freely available at the library. If you subscribe make sure 


you say you want the cheaper student subscription.  
 
 


Grade Categories Description of the requirements Weight toward 
final grade (out of 


1000pnts) 


Peer-reviews Critical and in-depth evaluations of at 
least three of your classmate’s 
propositions.  


200 


Formal Essays Synthesis-oriented writing where ideas, 
support, writing style, and quality 
matter. 


400 


4 Exams Based on knowledge of the assigned 
readings and modules, 100 points each 


400 


 
 


In this class you will learn to think about environmental politics, hone your writing and thinking 
skills, and develop skills for evaluation and critical thinking but you will come out of the process 
with a lot under your belt. 


General approach:  Read. Write. Get feedback, evaluate your peer’s work, re-think, revise, take 
the exam. We will strengthen our thinking and writing while we come to understand US 
environmental politics in a thorough manner. Every first submission of every essay is a draft 
because writing/thinking is iterative and requires editing.  Revision is required to advance our 
thinking. You will review several drafts of your peers and you will receive several reviews of 
your essays. We will not grade or read your first drafts, so you have a low-stakes opportunity to 
take chances and fail before the larger grade. You will then submit a final draft of every essay, 
but in order to have these graded there must be a complete first draft submitted on time. If your 
rough draft is turned in late, the final essay will only be worth up to 50 points. We will accept 
late drafts up to two days after the rough draft deadline. 







 
 
Exams: Exams open the Thursday of the last week of the module, and close that Saturday; you 
may take the exam anytime during this period, but the structure of the course is designed to let 
you think about the material, turn in your final draft paper on Friday, then take the exam 
afterward. These are 75 minute exams, 50 questions, 100 points available each, all based on 
course material of the specific module and are found in the “Quizzes” section of Canvas. You 
can only take the exam once, you have 75 minutes, and typically the answers are "all or 
nothing"- that is they won't register partial credit for partially correct answers. Likewise-- 
when choosing the answer "all answers listed" do not tick the remaining options, the exam will 
count them as incorrect, so if you want to choose "all of the answers listed", only choose that 
answer. 


NOTE FROM UCF ADMINISTRATION: All faculty are required to document students’ 
academic activity at the beginning of each course. In order to document that you began this 
course, please complete the syllabus quiz by the end of the first week of classes or as soon as 
possible after adding the course. Failure to do so may result in a delay in the disbursement of 
your financial aid. 


ESSAY DIRECTIONS. SEE WEBCOURSES FOR DUE DATES AND TIMES 
 
Each essay will have specific directions about how to focus your thoughts in their respective assignment 
area in webcourses. 
 
IMPORTANT:  
First drafts of essays MUST adhere to the following in order for you to receive a grade on the final 
draft: 


• Have between 1000-1200 words 
• Appropriately use APA citation style for three assigned readings from the current 


module—that means the reading listed here in the syllabus in each module-- and one 
article from the Wall Street Journal, unless otherwise directed in the assignment. 


 
Each draft should make a best attempt at having: 


• Grammatically sound, well-structured English with the basic writing conventions. 
• A clear, coherent, and logical argument 


Final Draft of Essays 
• Same criteria as the first draft, however you must include a brief introductory note 


on what the peer-review feedback prompted you to reform and rethink. 
• Is graded by myself or the GTA for readability, strong use of three assigned readings and 


one newspaper article from the NYT, argument, quality of revision, and proper use of 
APA. 


Conducting Peer-Review 
• You will be working in the same peer-review group through the term. Review at least 







3 peers’ essays each round (so if you are in a group of 5 do at least 3 and make sure 
everyone in the group is reviewed). 


• This will take time—probably 30 minutes for each paper, plan for it. Peer review is 
required for this course because it is an essential part of writing and learning to 
evaluate ideas, so don’t treat it as busy-work if you want to gain the most from this 
course.  


• You will be graded on your ability to evaluate and think about other people’s 
propositions, which means thinking about the substance of the position, its support, 
articulation, and meaning. Do not try to protect the author’s feelings—don’t be 
purposefully mean-- but cut to the chase as a favor to them and as practice honing your 
evaluative abilities.  Do not suggest revisions, you are merely responding to the paper 
based on the guidelines below. 


• Start with a positive comment, this loosens you and the reader up and lays the ground 
for the real work.  


• Respond to the paper on each these grounds, and number your answers in accordance 
with each question (you need not restate the question in your review):   


1. Re-phrase the author’s thesis/proposition.  
2. Identify the evidence used for this proposition. Does this evidence come from 


assigned reading?  Is each support used a) in passing  b) with some detail from 
the reading  c) with more than three details from the reading. Finally, is the 
evidence sufficient? 


3. What are the writer’s assumptions? Show support for your identified 
assumptions. (tip: the assumptions can be derived from the thesis if you have 
understood the thesis correctly) 


4. What are the consequences of this proposition? Who will gain and who will 
lose from this proposition? Who will it empower?  


5. What is the effect of this proposition on the “public good,” as far as you can 
tell?   


6. Where does the author place responsibility- the individual, government, civil 
society, corporations, or somewhere else/combination? What are the 
repercussions of placing responsibility where it is?  


7. Is the writing expert, needs work, or very hard to read?  
8. Based on your assessment, assign a score out of 100 that you think that I, the 


instructor, or the GTA would assign if we were to grade it and include a brief 
rationale. 


 
Rubric for Peer reviews: 
1. Depth of your analysis of peer’s paper 25 points. 
2. Thoroughness of your explanations 25 points. 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 







 


SCHEDULE 
  
 


• UCF Closed: 5/29 Memorial Day 
• Withdrawal Deadline: 6/8, Last Day of classes 6/23 
• See webcourses for due dates of assignments  
• “Course Reserve” means the document is available on webcourses. Other sources, like 


journal articles that are assigned here, you need to retrieve from the library, normally in 
the library journal article indices or are textbook assignments. If you need help finding 
these articles, you can come into office hours (don’t email me please) or ask a reference 
librarian. 


                  


Module 1: Environmentalism in America 
     Dates: 5/15-5/24 


                         Graded Assignments:  
Peer-reviews Essay 1                                


Exam 1 
Introduction 
• Begin Reading Abbey, Edward. The Monkey Wrench Gang. New York: Harper Perennial Modern 


Classics, 1975. Reprint, 2006.  Finish by the due date for the First Draft of Essay 1 (see webcourses).  
• Chpts 1 and 2 in EPP 


 
Early American Environmentalism 
• Part One of Nash, Roderick. American Environmentalism: Readings in Conservation History. New 


York: Knopf, 1990. Course Reserve 
• Muir, John. "Save the Redwoods." Sierra Club Bulletin 9 (1920): 1-4. Course reserve. 
 
Radical Environmentalism 
• Vanderheiden, S. (2008). Radical environmentalism in an age of antiterrorism. Environmental Politics, 17(2), 


299-318. doi: 10.1080/09644010801936248. (This should help a lot in understanding/contextualizing 
Abbey’s novel and with your book review). 


• Zerzan, J. (2008). “Twightlight of the Machines,” in Twightlight of the Machines. Port Townsend, WA: Feral 
House. Course Reserve. 


• Demaria, Federico, FranÇois Schneider, Filka Sekulova, and Joan Martinez-Alier. "What Is Degrowth? 
From an Activist Slogan to a Social Movement." Environmental Values 22, no. 2 (2013): 191-215. 


 
Contemporary Issues: Counter-movement, polarization, and anthropocentrism 
• Jacques, P. J., Dunlap, R. E., & Freeman, M. (2008). The Organization of Denial: Conservative Think 


Tanks and Environmental Scepticism. Environmental Politics, 17(3), 349 — 385.  
• Dunlap, R. E., McCright, A. M., & Yarosh, J. H. (2016). The Political Divide on Climate Change: Partisan 


Polarization Widens in the U.S. Environment: Science and Policy for Sustainable Development, 58, 4-23. . 
• Palmer, C., McShane, K., & Sandler, R. (2014). Environmental Ethics. Annual Review of Environment & 


Resources, 39(1), 419-442. doi: 10.1146/annurev-environ-121112-094434  
 







Dimensions of Ecological Citizenship 
• Dobson: “Ecological Citizenship” in Dryzek, John and David Schlossberg (eds). The Politics of the 


Earth: Environmental Discourses. Oxford and New York: Oxford University Press., 2005. Course 
reserve 


• Nash, R. F. (2010). Island Civilization: A Vision for Human Occupancy of Earth in the Fourth 
Millennium. Environmental History, 15(3), 371-380. doi: 10.1093/envhis/emq051    


• Dagger, Richard. "Stopping Sprawl for the Good of All: The Case for Civic Environmentalism." 
Journal of Social Philosophy 34, no. 1 (2003): 28-43. 


Module 2: Tragedy of the Commons 
5/25-6/3 


Graded Assignments: 
                                      Final Essay 1 


                                                            Exam 2 
Collective Action Problems 
• Hardin, Garrett. "The Tragedy of the Commons." Science 162, no. 12 (1968): 43-48. 
• Buck, Susan. "No Tragedy of the Commons." Environmental Ethics 7, no. 49 (1985): 48-54. 
• Ostrom, Elinor, and Christopher Field. "Revisiting the Commons: Local Lessons, Global Changes." Science 


284, no. 5412 (1999): 278–83. 
 
Climate Change as a Collective Action Problem 
• Oreskes, Naomi. "Beyond the Ivory Tower: The Scientific Consensus on Climate Change." Science 306, 


no. 5702 (December 3, 2004 2004): 1686. (one page) 
• Watch Oreskes’ 1 hour lecture on “The American Denial of Global Warming” 


here:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2T4UF_Rmlio 
• Parenti, Christian. (2013). A Radical Approach to the Climate Crisis. Dissent 60(3), 51-57 
• Ostrom, Elinor. (2014). A Polycentric Approach for Coping with Climate Change. Annals of Economics and 


Finance, 15(1), 97-134.  
 
Ocean and Marine Problems 
• Eagle, J., & Thomson, B. N. (2003). Answering Lord Petty's Question: Dissecting Regulatory Overfishing. 


Ocean and Coastal Management, 46, 649-679. 
• Campling, L., Havice, E., & Howard, P. M. (2012). The Political Economy and Ecology of Capture Fisheries: Market 


Dynamics, Resource Access and Relations of Exploitation and Resistance. Journal of Agrarian Change, 12(2), 177–203. 
• Bennett, J. R., Shaw, J. D., Terauds, A., Smol, J. P., Aerts, R., Bergstrom, D. M., . . . Possingham, H. P. (2015). Polar 


lessons learned: long-term management based on shared threats in Arctic and Antarctic environments. Frontiers in Ecology 
and the Environment, 13(6), 316-324. doi: 10.1890/14031. 


 
Commons, Enclosure, and Quarantine 
• Szasz, Andrew. "The Dangerous Delusions of 'Inverted Quarantine'." The Chronicle of Higher Education: 


the Chronicle Review (January 25 2008). 
• Jackson, Moana. Indigenous Law and the Sea. Freedom for the Seas in the 21st Century: Ocean 


Governance and Environmental Harmony. edited by J. Van Dyke Washington, DC: Island Press, 1993. 
Course reserve. 


• Scharper, Stephen B, and Hilary Cunningham. "The Genetic Commons: Resisting the Neo-Liberal Enclosure 
of Life." Social Analysis (2006): 195-202. 
 


Module 3: Environmental Justice 
     6/4- 6/14 


Graded Assignments: 
Peer-reviews Essay  2  Exam 3  



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2T4UF_Rmlio





 
Environmental Justice Trends 


• Mohai, P., Pellow, D., & Roberts, J. T. (2009). Environmental Justice. Annual Review of Environment and 
Resources, 34(1), 405-430. doi: doi:10.1146/annurev-environ-082508-09434 


• Chakraborty, J. (2009). Automobiles, Air Toxics, and Adverse Health Risks: Environmental Inequities in 
Tampa Bay, Florida. Annals of the Association of American Geographers, 99(4), 674-697. doi: 
10.1080/00045600903066490.  


• Brulle, R. J., & Pellow, D. N. (2006). ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE: Human Health and 
Environmental Inequalities. Annual Review of Public Health, 27(1), 103-124. doi: 
doi:10.1146/annurev.publhealth.27.021405.102124 
 


Theory and Environmental Justice 
• Pinderhughes, Raquel. "The Impact of Race on Environmental Quality: An Empirical and 


Theoretical Discussion." Sociological Perspectives 39, no. 2 (June 1, 1996 1996): 231-48. 
• Schlosberg, David. "Reconceiving Environmental Justice: Global Movements and Political Theories." 


Environmental Politics 13, no. 3 (2004): 517-40. 
• Harrison, Jill Lindsey. "Neoliberal Environmental Justice: Mainstream Ideas of Justice in Political Conflict 


over Agricultural Pesticides in the United States." Environmental Politics 23, no. 4 (2014/07/04 2014): 
650-69. 
 


Indigenous Issues 
• Lone Wolf v. Hitchcock, 187 U.S. 553, 566-68 (1903). This is a Supreme Court Decision. 
• Churchill, Ward. "A Breach of Trust: The Radioactive Colonization of Native North America." 


American Indian Culture & Research Journal 23, no. 4 (1999): 23-69. 
• Allison, E. A. (2015). The spiritual significance of glaciers in an age of climate change. Wiley 


Interdisciplinary Reviews: Climate Change, n/a-n/a. doi: 10.1002/wcc.354 


Module 4: The Regulatory Environment 
     6/15-6/23 


Graded Assignments: 
Final Essay 4 (Service Learning Essay)  


Final Exam  
Institutions 


• Chpts 3 -6 in EPP 
Debates about the Stakes of Regulation 
 


• Pinchot, Gifford "The Use of the National Forests". The Fight for Conservation. New York: Doubleday, 
Page & Company, 1910. 


• Ackerman, Frank, and Lisa Heinzerling. "Pricing the Priceless: Cost-Benefit Analysis of 
Environmental Protection." University of Pennsylvania Law Review (2002): 1553-84. 


• Davis, Devra Lee, and Carrie Forrester. "Past and Present Environmental Health Challenges in 
Southwestern Pennsylvania: Some Comments on the Right to a Clean Environment." American Journal 
of Law & Medicine 30 (2004): 305. 


• Werkheiser, I., & Noll, S. (2014). From Food Justice to a Tool of the Status Quo: Three Sub-
movements Within Local Food. Journal of Agricultural & Environmental Ethics, 27(2), 201-210. doi: 
10.1007/s10806-013-9459-6 


• Suryanarayanan, S. (2015). Pesticides and pollinators: a context-sensitive policy approach. Current 
Opinion in Insect Science, 10, 149-155. doi: http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.cois.2015.05.009 
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POS 3940 Internship 
2017 Summer C term   
Instructor: Peter Jacques 


 
Office Hrs: Mondays 9-11; Wednesdays 2-4 
Office: Philips Hall 311E 
Phone 407-823-2608 
FAX: 407-823-0051 
E-Mail Peter.Jacques@ucf.edu 


 


Course Protocols available in canvas/webcourses are part of this syllabus, students are expected to read the syllabus and 
protocols prior to asking questions. Professional etiquette is expected and when violated, you can be penalized up to 15% of 
your overall course grade. 


 
Course Description 
As a restricted registration course, the work here is agreed upon and signed by the departmental internship coordinator, the 
Chair, the College of Science, and the student. In addition to the coursework detailed in this syllabus, students are accepted to 
intern at an agreed upon location where they spend at least the agreed upon number of hours a week specified on the 
restricted registration and is relative to the course credit in order to gain professional experience and learn from the mentors at 
their site. This course may be repeated for credit, but only up to 6 credits can be applied to the major. Remaining credit is 
applied to upper division requirements.   


 
Course Objectives: 
Internship objectives are to reflexively learn about the discipline of political science through experience in the field and through 
coursework that requires students to use discipline-specific knowledge and methods as a way to understand the field more 
completely. 


 
Required Textbooks: none 


Assignments: 


 


Grade Categories Description of the requirements Weight toward 
final grade 
(1000pnts) 


Journal Entries Daily logs organized and submitted 1x a 
week. 


250 


Hours worked Must use the Hours Worked Form 
available in webcourses 


500 


Research Assignments Turned in through various phases 
throughout the semester. 


250 


 
All assignments will be turned into the “Assignments” section of webcourses. 



mailto:Peter.Jacques@ucf.edu





All faculty are required to document students’ academic activity at the beginning of each 
course. In order to document that you began this course, please complete the syllabus quiz 
by the end of the first week of classes or as soon as possible after adding the course. Failure 
to do so may result in a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid. 


 
 


10 Journal Entries 
Follow the directions for each entry. Minimum 250 words. 


 
Hours Worked Log 


This is worth ½ of your entire internship grade, and we may ask your supervisor for their 
assessment of these hours worked which can be a portion of this grade. Be sure to use the Hours 
Worked Form in webcourses and to meet with your supervisor to fill this form out both at the 
beginning and the end of your internship.  By the last day of classes, submit this document as a 
print-out and deliver it to the Department of Political Science or scan it and submit it via 
webcourses. 


 
3 Research Assignments:  
Use APA formatting and readability counts. 


1. Research the origin of your organization and explain the organizational structure 
for an audience outside your organization. The goal is to help the public 
understand your organization better. Min. 500 words and 2 academic or news 
sources. 


2. Explain the central political issues your organization works on and how they 
accomplish their goals from the voice of the organization’s lobbyist to 
Congressional hearing. Min 500 words and 2 academic sources. 


3. Write an analytical paper on a central issue, e.g., security, homelessness, racism, 
voting rights, etc...—an issue area your organization works on. Use at least 5 peer 
reviewed journal articles about the issue, and write a minimum of 1500 words. 


a. Explain the importance of the issue and what is at stake 
b. Explain the important actors and their interests 
c. Explain the central institutions (rules, laws, etc—not organizations) 
d. Describe a solution or policy to this issue and explain why this is a good 


approach.  
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POS 3122W State Government 


Summer 2017 Syllabus 


Contact Information 


Instructor: Dr. Aubrey Jewett 


Office: Phillips Hall 302 E 


Office Hours: Online by e-mail or in person by appointment 


Phone: Political Science Main Office 407-823-2608; Direct Office Line 407-823-6030 


E-mail: aubrey.jewett@ucf.edu 


Course Description 


State Government examines politics in the American states focusing on foundations, 
institutions, processes and policy. We look at the demographic and economic 
environment of the states as well as state constitutions and the role of states in the 
federal system. We examine participation in state and local politics, the role of political 
parties and the conduct of state and local elections. We explore state institutions 
including the legislature, executive branch, bureaucracy, and courts. We also 
investigate the structure, function, governance and challenges facing local government 
in the US. Finally we analyze and evaluate state and local policy including criminal 
justice, land use, economic development, transportation, growth management, 
environment, civil rights, education, health, welfare and taxation. 


Goals 


1. Knowledge: Students will understand and apply information about the political 
foundations, institutions, and processes of state government. 


2. Comparative Approach: Students will engage in the comparative analytical approach: 
examining political institutions and behaviors across states in order to identify and 
explain similarities and differences. 


3. Public Policy: Students will evaluate the role of state government in managing conflict 
over what values should be implemented as public policy in a variety of areas. 


4. Florida: Students will focus on Florida to see how and why politics and policy operate 
as they do in our own state contrasted to others. 







5. Diversity: Students will explore how diversity impacts state politics and policy 
focusing on contemporary minority American culture as defined by race, ethnicity, 
gender, social and economic class, age, sexual orientation, gender identity, and 
physical ability. 


6. Current Issues: Students will find, summarize, analyze, and express thoughtful 


opinions about current state and local politics and policy. 


Required Texts 


1. Thomas R. Dye and Susan A. MacManus, Politics in States and Communities, 15th 
ed. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson, 2015. (D&M) ISBN-13: 9780205994724 


2. Bruce Stinebrickner, ed. Annual Editions: State and Local Government, 16th ed. New 
York: McGraw Hill. 2015. (SLG) ISBN-13: 9781259175442 


                       


We will be using two books for this class and both are available new, used or for rent 
(and as e-books if you want instant access and a cheaper price). They should both be 
available at the on campus and off campus book stores and online. If you wish to get 
your book from an online retailer here are some options (these are just suggestions – 
you may get your book wherever you like).  


For Politics in States and Communities: 


UCF Barnes and Noble (you will need to enter the class info into the drop down boxes): 
http://ucf.bncollege.com/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/TBWizardView?catalogId=10001&la
ngId=-1&storeId=16552 



http://ucf.bncollege.com/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/TBWizardView?catalogId=10001&langId=-1&storeId=16552

http://ucf.bncollege.com/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/TBWizardView?catalogId=10001&langId=-1&storeId=16552





To buy directly from the publisher (Pearson) – either a new hard copy or e-book go to 
http://www.mypearsonstore.com/bookstore/politics-in-states-and-communities-
9780205994724?xid=PSED  


Amazon has options for new or used purchase or rental and a Kindle version (with free 
software to use Kindle on non-Kindle devices): http://www.amazon.com/Politics-States-


Communities-15th-Edition/dp/0205994725  


For Annual Editions State and Local Government: 


UCF Barnes and Noble (you will need to enter the class info into the drop down boxes): 
http://ucf.bncollege.com/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/TBWizardView?catalogId=10001&la
ngId=-1&storeId=16552 


To buy a new hard copy directly from the publisher (McGraw Hill) go to: 
http://shop.mheducation.com/highered/product.M1259175448.html  


You can also buy a custom e-version of the SLG from McGraw Hill: 
https://create.mheducation.com/shop/#/catalog/details/?isbn=9781308101651  


Amazon has new and used for purchase or rental: http://www.amazon.com/Annual-
Editions-State-Local-Government/dp/1259175448  


Evaluation 


8 Modules – 100% of your total grade. Each module consists of 2 graded activities: 
Chapter Quiz and Compare, Contrast, Update & Discuss. Each module will usually 
cover 2 chapters from the Dye and MacManus text (the last module has 3 chapters) and 
6-7 articles from the SLG reader. 


Chapter Quiz – 40% of total grade. Each quiz will usually have 50 questions 
covering material from Dye and MacManus and from the SLG articles. You will normally 
have 90 minutes to take the quiz. You may take the quiz a second time to improve your 
score. The questions are drawn from a larger quiz bank I have constructed so while a 
few questions may be the same on a 2nd attempt, most will be different. You should read 
the chapters and articles and study before starting the quiz as you will not have time to 
look up every answer. All 8 quizzes count towards your final grade and except for 
extraordinary circumstances, no late quizzes will be allowed once the quiz closes. 


Compare, Contrast, Update & Discuss – 60% of total grade. Compare, Contrast, 
Update & Discuss will include several steps. First you will compare and contrast state or 
local governments by looking up information online and writing a 900-1200 word essay. 
Next you will update information from the readings by looking up and writing a 350-500 
word current event. You will then put your compare and contrast and your current event 
into one MS Word document and copy paste it into the appropriate discussion as a 
single post.  



http://www.mypearsonstore.com/bookstore/politics-in-states-and-communities-9780205994724?xid=PSED

http://www.mypearsonstore.com/bookstore/politics-in-states-and-communities-9780205994724?xid=PSED

http://www.amazon.com/Politics-States-Communities-15th-Edition/dp/0205994725

http://www.amazon.com/Politics-States-Communities-15th-Edition/dp/0205994725

http://ucf.bncollege.com/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/TBWizardView?catalogId=10001&langId=-1&storeId=16552

http://ucf.bncollege.com/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/TBWizardView?catalogId=10001&langId=-1&storeId=16552

http://shop.mheducation.com/highered/product.M1259175448.html

https://create.mheducation.com/shop/#/catalog/details/?isbn=9781308101651

http://www.amazon.com/Annual-Editions-State-Local-Government/dp/1259175448

http://www.amazon.com/Annual-Editions-State-Local-Government/dp/1259175448





Finally you must engage in discussion with your fellow classmates by responding 
to their compare, contrast and update postings. The discussion will require a minimum 
of three postings each week: the initial posting of your paper and then at least two 
postings responding to your fellow students. You should engage in professional college 
level discussion with your classmates. Highest grades go to students who exceed my 
expectations for quantity and quality of their papers and their discussion with 
classmates. Two additional postings is the minimum to get a C discussing with others. 
You will need 8 or more (depending on quality and length) additional postings to get the 
highest possible score on discussing with class mates. 


 To grade discussion I have developed a simple rubric (scoring guideline). Each 
compare, contrast, update and discuss is worth up to 100 points: 50 points are possible 
for comparing and contrasting, 30 points for the current event, and 20 points for 
discussing things with your classmates. In addition there will be a 10 point penalty for 
each day the initial posting is late. So 10 points off for one day late and 20 points off for 
two days late etc. until the module closes. Once the module closes you will not be able 
to post further and I will not accept your postings. 


Policies 


1. If you have questions about the course of a general nature do not e-mail me initially. 
Instead post your question in the Discussions section of the web site. Once in 
Discussions select the topic “Questions for Professor Jewett” and then click in the 
“Reply” box and type in your question and then hit “Post Reply.” I have linked my email 
to this discussion forum so it will forward to me almost immediately, but by posting the 
question here (and my answer) we will allow other students to gain more information (if 
you have a question, chances are another student also has the same question).  You 
should review this section before asking your question as someone else may have 
already asked it. Of course if your problem is personal (grade related for instance) or 
involves not being able to get on the site (and hence unable to get to Discussions) feel 
free to e-mail me at my normal e-mail address. 


2. If you would like to seek the help of fellow students go to Discussions and select the 
topic “Students Seeking Help from Students” and post your question as above. This can 
be a technical question about computer problems or a subject matter question. I will 
give extra credit to students who help others! 


3. Online courses require students to be self-motivated and do work on a regular basis 
without being reminded of assignments and due dates. The average student can expect 
to put in 12-15 hours a module on this course if they want to do well. You will be reading 
2 chapters from the main text and 6-7 articles from the reader each module. You can 
also expect that you will write 2000 words or more each module (counting initial 
postings and discussions with others) if you want to do well.  


4. Late assignments will not be accepted once a quiz, discussion or module closes (as 
mentioned above I will allow you to post your compare, contrast, and update paper late 







with a 10 point per day penalty but once the module closes that will be it). Do not wait 
until the last minute to do assignments. Computer problems and Internet connection 
problems will happen. They are not acceptable excuses for missing due dates and 
deadlines. Due times for graded assignments are usually 11 pm Eastern Standard 
Time. I give a 59 minute grace period until 11:59 pm before I start assessing the late 
penalty. 


5. I will drop your two lowest Compare, Contrast, Update & Discuss scores when I 
compute your final grade. Since I am not accepting late assignments after a module 
closes this will provide you a measure of protection should something happen that 
prevents you from writing a paper (computer glitch, illness, vacation etc.) or should you 
do poorly on one paper and want to improve your grade. I will not drop any quiz scores, 
so you must do all 8 quizzes. 


6. I follow and enforce the UCF policies pertaining to academic honesty and integrity 
and expect professional student conduct. See the UCF policies established in the 
Golden Rule (http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/) if you are unfamiliar (particularly the 
section on Student Academic Behavior Standards). 


7. Students with a disability who are registered with UCF Student Accessibility Services 
(SAS) (http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/) will be given accommodation as determined by UCF 
SAS. 


Grading Scale 


This class is on a 10 point grading scale with no plus minus grades. 


100-90 A (Outstanding or excellent work) 


89-80 B (Solid, above average work) 


79-70 C (Good, average work) 


69-60 D (Below average or incomplete work) 


59-0 F (Poor work or missed assignment) 


Assignment Due Dates 


Pretest due by Friday 5/19 at 5:00 pm EST. 


Faculty members are required to document students' academic activity at the beginning 


of each course. In order to document that you began this course, please complete the 


following academic activity by the end of the first week of classes, or as soon as 



http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/





possible after adding the course, but no later than Friday May 19th 5:00 pm EST. Failure 


to do so will result in a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid. 


Go to Quizzes and click on “Pretest” and then “Take the Quiz.” You have 1 hour to take 
the pretest. Please do not study beforehand or look up answers when taking the pretest 
– if you do not know the answer then just make your best guess. I want to get an honest 
assessment of how much you know about the course material before we get started (so 
please do not just take 5 minutes for the whole quiz and randomly hit answers either – 
actually read the questions and see if you know the answer). Once you answer all the 
questions hit “Submit Quiz.” The pretest quiz does not count towards your final grade. 


Module 1 State Politics, Democracy and Constitutions: Quiz due by Monday 5/22 at 
11 pm; Initial discussion posting due by Tuesday 5/23 at 11 pm; additional postings due 
by, and module closes on, Thursday 5/25 11:00 pm 


For Module 1 please read:  


D & M chapters 1 Politics in States and Communities and 2 Democracy and 
Constitutionalism in the States 


State and Local Gvt (SLG) articles 1 Federalist 17, 2 Federalist 45, 3 Nature of the 
American State, 15 The Progressive Tax Rebellion, 16 Portland Fluoride, 38 267 Years 
and Counting 


Module 2 Federalism and Participation in State Politics: Quiz due by Monday 5/29 
at 11 pm; Initial discussion posting due by Tuesday 5/30 at 11 pm; additional postings 
due by, and module closes on, Thursday 6/1 11:00 pm 


PLEASE NOTE: JUST BECAUSE SOME DUE DATES MAY FALL OVER THE 
MEMORIAL DAY HOLIDAY DOES NOT MEAN YOU HAVE TO WAIT UNTIL THEN TO 
DO THE ASSIGNMENT! 


For Module 2 please read:  


D & M chapters 3 American Federalism and 4 Participation in State Politics  


SLG articles 6 Taking Stock, 7 The United States of America, 8 States vs Feds, 9 
Devolution and Arrogance, 10 Voting Matters, 13 The No-Tax Pledge,  


Module 3 State Parties, Campaigns and Legislatures: Quiz due by Monday 6/5 at 11 
pm; Initial discussion posting due by Tuesday 6/6 at 11 pm; additional postings due by, 
and module closes on, Thursday 6/8 11:00 pm 


For Module 3 please read:  


D & M chapters 5 State Parties and Campaigns and 6 Legislators in State Politics 







SLG articles 11 Five Trends Shaping Redistricting, 14 States of Conservatism, 20 
Ready, Set, PAN, 21 The Legislature as Sausage Factory, 22 What Legislatures Need 
Now, 23 Legislatures: All Over the Map, 24 Newbies, 


Module 4 State Governors and Bureaucracy: Quiz due by Monday 6/12 at 11 pm; 
Initial discussion posting due by Tuesday 6/13 at 11 pm; additional postings due by, and 
module closes on, Thursday 6/15 11:00 pm 


For Module 4 please read:  


D & M chapters 7 Governors and 8 Bureaucratic Politics in States and Communities 


SLG articles 27 Altered States, 28 The Last Democrat in Dixie, 29 The Badgered State, 
30 Counter Cultures, 36 The Sentient City, 49 Fixing the Rotten Corporate Barrel  


Module 5 State Courts, Criminal Justice and Civil Rights: Quiz due by Monday 6/19 
at 11 pm; Initial discussion posting due by Tuesday 6/20 at 11 pm; additional postings 
due by, and module closes on, Thursday 6/22 11:00 pm 


For Module 5 please read: 


D & M chapters 9 State Courts, Crime and Criminal Justice and 15 Politics and Civil 
Rights 


SLG articles 12 Caperton’s Coal, 19 Cross Examination, 33 Justice by the Numbers, 34 
Under the Gaydar, 47 License to Kill, 48 The Conservative War on Prisons 


Withdrawal Deadline Wednesday 6/21 11:59 p.m. 


Module 6 Local Governance and Participation: Quiz due by Monday 6/26 at 11 pm; 
Initial discussion posting due by Tuesday 6/27 at 11 pm; additional postings due by, and 
module closes on, Thursday 6/29 11:00 pm 


For Module 6 please read: 


D & M chapters 10 Governing America's Communities and 11 Participation in 
Community Politics 


SLG articles 4 The American System of Townships, 5 Local Government: Observations, 
17 Public Meetings and the Democratic Process, 25 Are City Councils Relics of the 
Past, 31 The Life of the Mayor for Life, 32 The Millennials in the Mayor’s Seat  


Module 7 Metropolitan Politics and Community Power: Quiz due by Monday 7/3 at 
11 pm; Initial discussion posting due by Tuesday 7/4 at 11 pm; additional postings due 
by, and module closes on, Thursday 7/6 11:00 pm 







PLEASE NOTE: JUST BECAUSE SOME MODULE DUE DATES MAY FALL OVER 
THE JULY 4TH HOLIDAY DOES NOT MEAN YOU HAVE TO WAIT UNTIL THEN TO 
DO THE ASSIGNMENT! 


For Module 7 please read: 


D & M chapters 12 Metropolitics: Conflict in the Metropolis and 13 Community Power, 
Land Use and the Environment 


SLG articles 18 Embracing the Future, 35 Merger Inertia, 37 Rebel Towns, 41 The 
(New) Rules of the Road, 42 Snookered, 43 The Enticement Window, 44 The Secret 
Tax Explosion, 


Module 8 State Taxation, Education, Health and Welfare: Quiz due by Monday 7/10 
at 11 pm; Initial discussion posting due by Tuesday 7/11 at 11 pm; additional postings 
due by, and module closes on, Thursday 7/13 11:00 pm 


For Module 8 please read D & M chapters 14 Taxation and Finance, 16 Education and 
17 Poverty, Welfare and Health 


SLG articles 26 Should School Boards be Expelled, 39 The ‘B’ Word, 40 Two Cheers 
for the Property Tax, 45 Raising Children, 46 One Size Doesn’t Fit All, 50 Gagging on 
the Ag-Gag Laws 


Term Ends: Saturday July 15 


Getting Started 


Go to the home page, go to Quizzes and click on “Pretest” and then “Take the Quiz” (as 
described above to document your participation in the course). After that, to begin the 
graded part of the course, click on Modules and then read and follow the instructions for 
Module 1: Politics in the States and Democracy and Constitutions. 


 








PUP 4003W American Public Policy 


Summer 2017 Syllabus 


Contact Information 


Instructor: Dr. Aubrey Jewett 


Office: Phillips Hall 302 E 


Office Hours: Online by e-mail or in person by appointment 


Phone: Political Science Main Office 407-823-2608; Direct Office Line 407-823-6030 


E-mail: aubrey.jewett@ucf.edu 


Course Description 


Public policy is whatever government chooses to do or not to do. In American Public 
Policy we look at policy and policymaking in the United States. We will focus on how 
policy is made, how it can be studied and the substantive issues that policy makers are 
debating today. We will examine eight models of policymaking: institutional, process, 
rational, incremental, group, elite, public choice and game theory. Policy areas to be 
studied include criminal justice, health and welfare, education, economic, tax, trade and 
immigration, environmental and energy, civil rights, defense and homeland security. 


Goals 


1. Students will understand basic facts, definitions and concepts related to public policy, 
policy analysis and policy evaluation. 


2. Students will describe and apply eight models of policy analysis. 


3. Students will trace and analyze the major steps in the formal policy making process. 


4. Students will explore how diversity impacts American public policy focusing on the 
following dimensions of contemporary minority American culture: sex, race, ethnicity, 
national origin, religion, social and economic class, family status, age, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, and physical and intellectual ability. 


5. Students will learn the background, current situation, and outlook regarding a variety 
of substantive public policy areas. 


6. Students will compare and contrast opposing views concerning issues for debate in 
American public policy. 







7. Students will evaluate current policy problems and formulate their own views on 
critical issues. 


Required Texts 


1. Our main text is the 15th edition of Tom Dye’s Understanding Public Policy. It is 
available in print and electronic versions. 
 
Reference in American Political Science Association (APSA) style: 
 
Dye, Thomas R. 2017. Understanding Public Policy,15th ed. Upper Saddle River, NJ: 
Pearson.  
 
ISBN-13: 9780134169972 
ISBN-10: 0134169972 
 


 


 


The book should both be available at the on campus and off campus book stores and 
online. If you wish to get your book from an online retailer here are some options (these 
are just suggestions – you may get your book wherever you like). 


UCF Barnes and Noble has new, used, and rental copies (you will need to enter the 
class info into the drop down boxes): 
http://ucf.bncollege.com/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/TBWizardView?catalogId=10001&la
ngId=-1&storeId=16552 


To buy directly from the publisher (Pearson) – either a new hard copy or more 
affordable digital edition (for immediate download) go to 
http://www.mypearsonstore.com/bookstore/understanding-public-policy-9780134169972   



http://ucf.bncollege.com/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/TBWizardView?catalogId=10001&langId=-1&storeId=16552

http://ucf.bncollege.com/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/TBWizardView?catalogId=10001&langId=-1&storeId=16552

http://www.mypearsonstore.com/bookstore/understanding-public-policy-9780134169972





Amazon has options for new or used purchase or rent and a Kindle version (with free 
software to use Kindle on non-Kindle devices): http://www.amazon.com/Understanding-
Public-Policy-15th-Edition/dp/0134169972/ref=dp_ob_title_bk   


2. You do not need to buy a 2nd text. However, we will be reading a number of reports 
from the CQ Researcher website/database. From the course homepage click on UCF 
Library Tools from the menu on the left of the screen. Then click on Articles and 
Databases. Then do a database search for “CQ Researcher Plus Archive” and then 
click on the results “CQ Researcher Plus Archive (1923+)”. Once at the CQ Researcher 
website you can then Browse Reports (By Date) to find the assigned report.  


Evaluation 


8 Modules – 100% of your total grade. Each module consists of 2 graded activities: 
Chapter Quiz and CQ Policy Analysis & Discussion. Each module will usually cover 2 
chapters from the Dye text and 2 articles from the CQ reader. You will have about two 
week to do each module. 


Chapter Quiz – 40% of total grade. Each quiz will usually have 50 questions 
covering material from the text and the CQ researcher articles. You will normally have 
90 minutes to take the quiz. You may take the quiz a second time to improve your 
score. The questions are drawn from a larger quiz bank I have constructed so while a 
few questions may be the same on a 2nd attempt, most will be different. You should read 
the chapters and articles before starting the quiz as you will not have time to look up 
every answer. All 8 quizzes count towards your final grade and except for extraordinary 
circumstances I will not reopen a quiz after it closes. 


CQ Policy Analysis & Discussion – 60% of total grade. CQ Policy Analysis & 
Discussion will include several steps. First you will read two articles from the CQ 
Research database. Then using a template I provide for each article you will give 
opposing positions on a number of current policy questions, update information from the 
readings and explain how it relates to one of the questions, and give your opinion and 
explain why you believe the way you do for each of the policy questions. Your answer 
for each article each module will be between 900 and 1200 words (thus you will write 
1800-2400 words each module analyzing the two articles). You will put the two CQ 
Policy Analyses into one MS Word document and then copy and paste it they 
appropriate discussion as a single post.  


Finally you must engage in discussion with your fellow classmates by responding 
to their comparisons and contrast and current event. The discussion will require a 
minimum of three postings each week: the initial posting of your paper and then at least 
two postings responding to your fellow students. You should attempt to engage in 
professional college level discussion with your classmates. Highest grades go to 
students who exceed my expectations for quantity and quality of their papers and their 
discussion with classmates. Two additional postings is the minimum to get a C on that 
part of the assignment. You will need a total of 8 or more (depending on quality and 



http://www.amazon.com/Understanding-Public-Policy-15th-Edition/dp/0134169972/ref=dp_ob_title_bk

http://www.amazon.com/Understanding-Public-Policy-15th-Edition/dp/0134169972/ref=dp_ob_title_bk





length) additional postings to get the highest possible score on discussing with 
classmates. 


 To grade CQ Policy Analysis & Discussion I have developed a rubric. Each CQ 
Policy Analysis & Discussion is worth up to 100 points: 40 points for writing on the first 
article, 40 points for writing on the 2nd article, and 20 points for discussing things with 
your classmates. In addition there will be a 10 point penalty for each day the initial 
posting is late. So 10 points off for one day late and 20 points off for two days late and 
then the module closes. Once the module closes you will not be able to post further and 
I will not accept your postings. 


Policies 


1. If you have questions about the course of a general nature do not e-mail me initially. 
Instead post your question in the Discussions section of the web site. Once in 
Discussions select the topic “Questions for Professor Jewett” and then click in the 
“Reply” box and type in your question and then hit “Post Reply.” I have linked my email 
to this discussion forum so it will forward to me almost immediately, but by posting the 
question here (and my answer) we will allow other students to gain more information (if 
you have a question, chances are another student also has the same question). You 
should review this section before asking your question as someone else may have 
already asked it. Of course if your problem is personal (grade related for instance) or 
involves not being able to get on the site (and hence unable to get to Discussions) feel 
free to e-mail me at my normal e-mail address. 


2. If you would like to seek the help of fellow students go to Discussions and select the 
topic “Students Seeking Help from Students” and post your question as above. This can 
be a technical question about computer problems or a subject matter question. I will 
give extra credit to students who help others! 


3. Online courses require students to be self-motivated and do work on a regular basis 
without being reminded of assignments and due dates. The average student can expect 
to put in at least 12-15 hours a module on this course if they want to do well. You will be 
reading 2 chapters from the main text and 2 articles from the reader each module. You 
can also expect that you will write 2500 words or more (counting initial postings and 
discussions with others) for each module if you want to do well. 


4. Late assignments will not be accepted once a quiz, discussion or module closes (as 
mentioned above I will take your initial paper posting on discussion late with a 10 point 
per day penalty but once the module closes that will be it). Do not wait until the last 
minute to do assignments. Computer problems and Internet connection problems will 
happen. They are not acceptable excuses for missing due dates and deadlines. Due 
times for graded assignments are usually 11 pm Eastern Standard Time. I give a 59 
minute grace period until 11:59 pm before I start assessing the late penalty. 







5. I will drop your two lowest CQ Policy Analysis & Discussion scores when I compute 
your final grade. Since I am not accepting late assignments after a module closes this 
will provide you a measure of protection should something happen that prevents you 
from writing a paper (computer glitch, illness, vacation etc.) or should you do poorly on a 
paper and want to improve. I will not drop any quiz scores, so you must do all 8 quizzes. 


6. I follow and enforce the UCF policies pertaining to academic honesty and integrity 
and expect professional student conduct. See the UCF policies established in the 
Golden Rule (http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/) if you are unfamiliar (particularly the 
section on Student Academic Behavior Standards). 


7. Students with a disability who are registered with UCF Student Accessibility Services 
(SAS) (http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/) will be given accommodation as determined by UCF 
SAS. 


Grading Scale 


This class is on a 10 point grading scale with no plus minus grades. 


100-90 A (Outstanding or excellent work) 


89-80 B (Solid, above average work) 


79-70 C (Good, average work) 


69-60 D (Below average or incomplete work) 


59-0 F (Poor work or missed assignment) 


Assignment Due Dates 


Pretest due by Friday 5/19 at 5:00 pm EST. 


Faculty members are required to document students' academic activity at the beginning 
of each course. In order to document that you began this course, please complete the 
following academic activity by the end of the first week of classes, or as soon as 
possible after adding the course, but no later than Friday May 19th 5:00 pm EST. Failure 
to do so will result in a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid. 


Go to Quizzes and click on “Pretest” and then “Take the Quiz.” You have 1 hour to take 
the pretest. Please do not study beforehand or look up answers when taking the pretest 
– if you do not know the answer then just make your best guess. I want to get an honest 
assessment of how much you know about the course material before we get started (so 
please do not just take 5 minutes for the whole quiz and randomly hit answers either – 
actually read the questions and see if you know the answer). Once you answer all the 
questions hit “Submit Quiz.” The pretest quiz does not count towards your final grade. 



http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/





Module 1 Policy Analysis and Evaluation: Quiz due by Monday 5/22 at 11 pm; Initial 
discussion posting due by Tuesday 5/23 at 11 pm; additional postings due by, and 
module closes on, Thursday 5/25 11:00 pm 


PLEASE NOTE: JUST BECAUSE SOME MODULE DUE DATES MAY FALL OVER 
THE MARTIN LUTHER KING HOLIDAY (1/16) DOES NOT MEAN YOU HAVE TO DO 
WAIT TO DO THE ASSIGNMENT ON THAT DATE. 


For Module 1 please read: 


Dye chapters 1 Policy Analysis and 4 Policy Evaluation 


CQ articles Transgender Rights (December 11, 2015) and Domestic Violence 
(November 15, 2013) 


Module 2 Policy Models and Process: Quiz due by Monday 5/29 at 11 pm; Initial 
discussion posting due by Tuesday 5/30 at 11 pm; additional postings due by, and 
module closes on, Thursday 6/1 11:00 pm 


PLEASE NOTE: JUST BECAUSE SOME DUE DATES MAY FALL OVER THE 
MEMORIAL DAY HOLIDAY DOES NOT MEAN YOU HAVE TO WAIT UNTIL THEN TO 
DO THE ASSIGNMENT! 


For Module 2 please read: 


Dye chapters 2 Models of Politics and 3 The Policymaking Process 


CQ articles Regulating Lobbying (June 6, 2014) and Presidential Power (March 6, 2015) 


Module 3 Criminal Justice and Civil Rights Policy: Quiz due by Monday 6/5  at 11 
pm; Initial discussion posting due by Tuesday 6/6 at 11 pm; additional postings due by, 
and module closes on, Thursday 6/8 11:00 pm 


For Module 3 please read: 


Dye chapters 6 Criminal Justice and 14 Civil Rights 


CQ articles Racial Conflict (January 8, 2016) and Religious Freedom (January 1, 2016) 


Module 4 Health and Welfare Policy: Quiz due by Monday 6/12 at 11 pm; Initial 
discussion posting due by Tuesday 6/13 at 11 pm; additional postings due by, and 
module closes on, Thursday 6/15 11:00 pm 


For Module 4 please read: 


Dye chapters 7 Welfare and 8 Health Care 







CQ articles Social Security (June 3, 2016) and Reforming Veterans Health Care 
(November 21, 2014) 


Module 5 Federalism and Education Policy: Quiz due by Monday 6/19 at 11 pm; 
Initial discussion posting due by Tuesday 6/20 at 11 pm; additional postings due by, and 
module closes on, Thursday 6/22 11:00 pm 


PLEASE NOTE: JUST BECAUSE SOME MODULE DUE DATES MAY FALL OVER 
THE SPRING BREAK HOLIDAY (3/13-3/18) DOES NOT MEAN YOU HAVE TO DO 
THE ASSIGNMENT DURING SPRING BREAK. I STRONGLY SUGGEST YOU DO 
THE WORK THE WEEK BEFORE. 


For Module 5 please read: 


Dye chapters 5 American Federalism and 9 Education 


CQ articles Student Debt (November 18, 2016) and Free Speech on Campus (May 8, 
2015) 


Withdrawal Deadline: Wednesday 6/21 11:59 p.m. 


Module 6 Economic and Tax Policy: Quiz due by Monday 6/26 at 11 pm; Initial 
discussion posting due by Tuesday 6/27 at 11 pm; additional postings due by, and 
module closes on, Thursday 6/29 11:00 pm 


For Module 6 please read: 


Dye chapters 10 Economic Policy and 11 Tax Policy 


CQ articles Marijuana Industry (October 16, 2015) and Nonprofit Groups and Partisan 
Politics (November 14, 2014) 


Module 7 Trade, Immigration, Energy and Environmental Policy: Quiz due by 
Monday 7/3 at 11 pm; Initial discussion posting due by Tuesday 7/4 at 11 pm; additional 
postings due by, and module closes on, Thursday 7/6 11:00 pm 


PLEASE NOTE: JUST BECAUSE SOME MODULE DUE DATES MAY FALL OVER 
THE JULY 4TH HOLIDAY DOES NOT MEAN YOU HAVE TO WAIT UNTIL THEN TO 
DO THE ASSIGNMENT! 


For Module 7 please read: 


Dye chapters 12 International Trade and Immigration and 13 Energy and Environment 


CQ articles Immigrant Detention (October 23, 2015) and Air Pollution and Climate 
Change (November 13, 2015) 







Module 8 Foreign, Defense and Homeland Security Policy: Quiz due by Monday 
7/10 at 11 pm; Initial discussion posting due by Tuesday 7/11 at 11 pm; additional 
postings due by, and module closes on, Thursday 7/13 11:00 pm 


For Module 8 please read: 


Dye chapters 15 Defense Policy and 16 Homeland Security 


CQ Articles Russia and the West (January 13, 2017) and Defeating the Islamic State 
(April 1 2016) 


Fall Term Ends: Saturday July 15 


Getting Started 


Go to the home page, go to Quizzes and click on “Pretest” and then “Take the Quiz” (as 
described above to document your participation in the course). After that, to begin the 
graded part of the course, click on Modules and then read and follow the instructions for 
Module 1: Policy Analysis and Evaluation. 
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UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL FLORIDA 
CPO 3103-B001: COMPARATIVE POLITICS 


SUMMER 2017 
 


Professor: Myunghee Kim                   Office: PH311f 
Class: MTWTh 10:00 – 11:50 am          Office Hours: TTh 12:00-1:00pm 
Class Room: CB1 318            (& by appointment) 
E-mail: Myunghee.kim@ucf.edu      Office Phone: x36247 
Credit: 3 hours 
CPO 3103 introduces comparative politics as a subfield of political science.  This course is 
designed to develop the understandings and skills to major or minor in political science by 
examining the world’s different political systems.  Two main objectives are: 1) understandings of 
fundamental concepts in major four aspects of political science – structural, historical-cultural, 
behavioral, and global aspects; 2) comparisons of the major aspects of liberal democratic and 
non-democratic ideologies, political economic features of democratic and authoritarian regimes, 
key institutions, political parties, interest groups, political issues, and cleavages.  
 


REQUIREMENTS 
 


Readings 
 


O’Neil, Patrick H.  Essentials of Comparative Politics.  5th Edition.  New York: W. W. Norton, 
2015 (ISBN: 978-0-393-93897-5). 


 
All other reserved readings, articles, and chapters of various books are listed from page 4 to 5 in 
this syllabus.  
 


Examinations 
 
Four examinations are required for this course.  The midterm examination is 20 percent each and 
the final examination is 25 percent of your total grade.  The midterm examination will be held on 
July 6, July 17, and July 25 during the class, and the final examination will be taken on the last 
day of the class (August 3).  The details on examinations will be discussed during the class.  
Without instructor’s prior permission to a specific student, there will be no make-up 
examinations.  You will not be permitted to take the exam if you arrive more than fifteen minutes 
after the beginning of an exam or after the first student has finished. 
 


Assignment/Quiz 
 
Homework assignments for information/data gathering or quizzes will be given during classes.  
Five percent of the total grade is assigned for the miscellaneous assignments.  Late submission 
will be subjected to be one grade lower for each class day. 
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Attendance 
 


Students in this course are required to be present in the class as well as to participate in 
discussions.  In each class, participants have to follow the readings to contribute group discussion 
and debates as well as to submit the assignments.  Attendance consists of 10 percent of your total 
grade.  The 10 percent is divided by the number of total classes during the semester, thereby 
equally weighing each class.  If a student has to be absent a class, it is the person’s responsibility 
to provide an appropriate (official) document.  Without official documents, the absence will be 
deducted from your grade. 
 


FINAL GRADE 
 
In sum, your grade will be determined by: 


midterm exams 60% (each 20%), 
final exam 25%, 
attendance 10%, 
quiz/assignment 5% 


 
100-90 A; 89-80 B; 79-70 C; 69-60 D; lower than 60 F 


 
 


FINANCIAL AID 
 
All faculty are required to document students’ academic activity at the beginning of each course. 
In order to document that you began this course, please complete the following academic activity 
by the end of the first week of classes or as soon as possible after adding the course. Failure to do 
so may result in a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid. 
 
(These activities must be completed by students: e.g., study for quiz, attendance, following the 
readings based on our schedule on this syllabus.) 
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POLICIES 
 


 Follow the Golden Rule. 
 Any disruptive and disrespectful behavior to me and to other participants will result in F or 


administrative withdrawal. Be professional, courteous and sensitive to the rights of others. 
 Raise your hand and ask to be recognized.  Do not interrupt. 
 Late submissions are discouraged. Assignments submitted after the due date will be penalized 


by a deduction of one letter grade, and the deduction is cumulated by each class day. No work 
will be accepted more than a week after the deadline. 


 Plagiarism, the purposeful or accidental use of source material by other writers without giving 
appropriate credit, is a crime! If any indication of plagiarism is shown in a participant’s 
assignment, the participant will receive an F for the assignment. 


 No extra credit assignments will be permitted. 
 Do not miss quizzes and exams. Without instructor’s prior permission to a specific student 


and without official documents, there will be no make-up examinations. 
 You will not be permitted to take the exam if you arrive more than fifteen minutes after the 


beginning of an exam or after the first student has finished. 
 Do not miss documentaries. I do not lend documentaries to a student. 
 Homework assignment or paper as a form of e-mail attachment is not accepted. 
 Homework, if it is given, should be type-written and stapled. 
 Do not be late for class. If you are late, it is your responsibility to inform me at the end of the 


class. Otherwise, it will be regarded as absence. 
 If you need to leave earlier, inform me at the beginning of the class. Otherwise, it can be 


regarded as absence. 
 Voice recording and videotaping are NOT allowed without instructor’s permission in advance. 
 Turn off your cell phone, blackberries, and other electronic devices (including headsets and i-


pod). You are NOT allowed to answer your phone calls or to send text messages during the 
class meeting time. 


 Laptop computer is not allowed. 
 I often communicate via e-mail, e.g., changes of schedule, announcement, etc. Thus, pay 


attention to the e-mail messages from me. It is your responsibility to manage your e-mail 
account. I do not have an obligation to respond to any “non-knight” e-mails. 


 Students who add this class later have a full responsibility to catch up with materials and 
announcement that they missed.  


 An individual who is not enrolled in this course is not allowed to be in the classroom during 
the class time. 


 The instructor reserves the right to adjust the syllabus in the course of the semester/session. 
 
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all 
persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students who 
need accommodations must be registered with Student Disability Services, Ferrell Commons Room 
185, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting 
accommodations from the professor (Please notify me no later than the end of the first week of class 
concerning any academic accommodations you will need). 
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TENTATIVE SCHEDULE 
 


Day 1 (June 26). Introduction, Basics of Politics and Political Science 
Introduction to the course.  Review Syllabus. 
Reading: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 1 “Introduction” (pp. 2-6) 
 
Day 2 (June 27). Analyzing Politics, Comparative Methods 
Readings: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 1 “Introduction” (pp. 6-12) 
Choose one from the following 
 Hoover, Kenneth, and Todd Donovan.  The Elements of Social Scientific Thinking.  11th 


Edition. Boston: Wadsworth/Cengage Learning, 2013 (Ch. 2 “The Elements of Science,” 
pp. 12-39). 


 King, Gary, Robert R. Keohane, and Sidney Verba.  Designing Social Inquiry: Scientific 
Inference in Qualitative Research.  Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1994.  (Ch. 
1 “The Science in Social Science,” pp. 3-33). 


 
Day 3 (June 28). Development of Comparative Politics    
Readings: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 1 “Introduction” (pp. 12-29) 
 
Day 4 (June 29). Development of State 
Reading: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 2 “States” (pp. 31-45) 
 
Day 5 (July 3). State Power 
Reading: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 2 “States” (pp. 46-61) 
 
Day 6 (July 5). Nations, Society, Ideology 
Reading: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 3 “Nations and Society” (pp. 63-97) 
 
Day 7 (July 6). Examination I 
 
Day 8 (July 10). Political Economy 
Reading: 
 O’Neil, Ch. 4, “Political Economy” (pp. 99-135) 
 
Day 9 (July 11). Democratic Governance 
Reading: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 5 “Democratic Regimes” (pp. 137-148) 
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Days 10 and 11 (July 12, 13). Elections 
Reading: 
O’Neil, Ch. 5 “Democratic Regimes” (pp. 148-173) 
 
Day 12 (July 17). Examination II 
 
Day 13 (July 18). Political Parties and Constitutional Design 
Reading: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 5 “Democratic Regimes” (pp. 148-159) 
 
Days 14 and 15 (July 19, 20). Nondemocracies 
Reading: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 6 “Nondemocratic Regimes” (pp. 175-205) 
 
Day 16 (July 24). Communism 
Reading: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 9 “Communism and Postcommunism” (pp. 271-299) 
 
Day 17 (July 25). Examination III 
 
Days 18 and 19 (July 26, 27). Postcommunism 
Reading: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 9 “Communism and Postcommunism” (pp. 299-307) 
 
Day 20 (July 31). Imperialism, Post Imperialism, Democratization 
Reading: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 10 “Developing Countries” (pp. 309-341) 
 
Day 21 (August 1). Globalization 
Reading: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 11 “Globalization” (pp. 343-371) 
 
Day 22 (August 2). Political Violence 
Reading: 


 O’Neil, Ch. 7 “Political Violence” (pp. 207-237) 
 
Day 23 (August 3). Final Examination 
Good luck! 








CPO 4784 Political and Economic Inequality in Comparative Perspective 
Summer 2017 


 
Contact Information: 
Instructor 
 


Dr. Barbara Sgouraki Kinsey 


Office 
 


Orlando: Phillips Hall, 311H 
 


Office Hours Orlando: Tuesday 11:00 AM-Noon; 
Thursday 1:00 – 3:00 PM; Or by appointment 
 


Phone 
 


(407) 823-2608 
 


Email 
 


barbara.kinsey@ucf.edu 


Main Political Science Office 
 


407-823-2608 


 
Course Description: 
 
The focus of this course is on economic and political inequality and the nature of the link 
between the two.  We explore political and economic sources of inequality, and consider 
the implications of inequality for political and economic outcomes.  We examine 
approaches, strategies, and institutions that address inequality across countries with 
different political and economic arrangements. 
 


Course Objectives: 
 
By the end of the course you will: 


 Have good knowledge of the sources of political and economic inequality 


 Have good knowledge of the political and social implications of political and 
economic inequality 


 Have good knowledge of the mechanisms linking political and economic 
inequality 


 Use your knowledge of the link between political and economic inequality to think 
analytically about current domestic and international political issues 


 Use your knowledge of the link between political and economic inequality to think 
critically about domestic and international policy issues  


 
 


Required textbooks: 
 
Arthur M. Okun.  1975. Equality and Efficiency. The Big Tradeoff.  The Brookings 
Institution. 
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Additional readings will be attached to weekly class modules. 


Missed Assignments/Make-Ups, Extra credit 


There will be a penalty of one letter grade for all late work (except for cases involving 
overriding and well documented personal circumstances).  Students need to request 
permission for any late submission of work; if the request is granted work should be 
submitted within one week of the missed deadline. 
 
There is extra credit for this course.  
 


 
Recording Academic Activity Policy 
 
As of Fall 2014, all faculty members are required to document students' academic 
activity at the beginning of each course. In order to document that you began this 
course, please complete the assignments for Module One by the end of the first 
week of classes, or as soon as possible after adding the course, but no later than May 
19. Failure to do so will result in a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid. 
 
 


Evaluation and Grading 
 


Grade Categories Requirement Grade Weight 
 


Module One  5% 
 


Module Four 
 


 10% 


Seven Modules  Modules  2,3,5,6,7,8,9 60% 
 


Research Paper  Module 10 25% 
 


 
 


 Grading information on the specific assignment will be provided in the 
assignment itself. 


 To complete the course you ought to complete all assignments.  
 


 The following plus/minus grading system will apply in this course. 
A = 93+, A- = 90-92, B+ = 88-89, B = 83-87, B- = 80-82, C+ = 78-79,  
C = 73-77, C- = 70-72, D+ = 68-69, D = 63-67, D- = 60-62,  
F= 59 or below. 
 


 







Academic Honesty 


Plagiarism and Cheating of any kind on an examination, quiz, or assignment will result 
at least in an "F" for that assignment (and may, depending on the severity of the case, 
lead to an "F" for the entire course) and may be subject to appropriate referral to the 
Office of Student Conduct for further action. See the UCF Golden Rule for further 
information. I will assume for this course that you will adhere to the academic creed of 
this University and will maintain the highest standards of academic integrity. In other 
words, don't cheat by giving answers to others or taking them from anyone else. I will 
also adhere to the highest standards of academic integrity, so please do not ask me to 
bend or break rules for one person that will not apply to everyone. 


Disability Statement 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations 
for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon 
request. Students with disabilities who need accommodations in this course must be 
registered with Student Disability Services, Student Resource Center Room 132, phone 
(407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116. 


Copyright 


This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, 
images, text materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use 
doctrine in order to enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, 
download or distribute these items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for 
this online classroom environment and your use only. All copyright materials are 
credited to the copyright holder. 


Third-Party Software and FERPA 


During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or 
software applications sometimes called third-party software such as a blog or wiki. 
While some of these could be required assignments, you need not make any personally 
identifying information on a public site. Do not post or provide any private information 
about yourself or your classmates. Where appropriate you may use a pseudonym or 
nickname. Some written assignments posted publicly may require personal 
reflection/comments, but the assignments will not require you to disclose any personally 
identity-sensitive information. If you have any concerns about this, please contact your 
instructor. 
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CPO 4784 - Schedule Summer 2017 


 


Week Topic & Reading Assignments 
 


Due Date 


May 15  
Getting Started 
 
Arthur Okun, Equality and 
Efficiency: Foreward (by 
Kevin Gordon) 
 


 
Module 1 
 
 


 
May 19,  
11 PM 
 


May 22 
 


 
Economic Inequality:  
 


 Definitions 


 Measurement 


 History of Thought: 
From Malthus to 
Kuznets 


 
Thomas Piketty, Capital in 
the 21st Century: 
Introduction 
 


  
Module 2 


 
May 26,  
11 PM 
 


May 30  
Sources of Economic 
Inequality: 
 
Paul Ryscavage, Income 
Inequality in America. An 
analysis of Trends:  
Chapter 5 
 
Jacob S. Hacker and Paul 
Pierson, Winner-Take-All 
Politics: Chapter 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 
Module 3 
 
  


 
June 2,  
11 PM 
 







June 5  
Economic and Political 
Inequality: 
 
Arthur Okun, Equality and 
Efficiency: Chapters 1-3 
 
Arend Lijphart, “Unequal 
Participation: Democracy’s 
Unresolved Dilemma.” 
American Political Science 
Review 91(1): 1-14 
 
Martin Gilens, Affluence and 
Influence. Economic 
Inequality and Political 
Power in America:  
Chapter 8 
 
Larry M. Bartels, Unequal 
Democracy, Chapter 10 
 
 


 
Module 4 
 
 
 
 


 
June 9,  
11 PM 
 


June 12  
Social and Political 
Implications of Economic 
and Political  Inequality 
 
Richard Wilkinson, “How 
Economic Inequality Harms 
Society” TED talk 
 
Joseph E. Stiglitz, The Price 
of Inequality, pp. 173-182 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 
Module 5 
 
 


 
June 16,  
11 PM 







June 19  
Tools Governments Can 
Use to Reduce Economic 
Inequality.  What are the 
Constraints? 
 
Arthur Okun, Equality and 
Efficiency: Chapter 4 
 
Benjamin Page and James 
Simmons, What 
Government Can Do. 
Dealing with Poverty and 
Inequality: Chapter 3 
 
Thomas Piketty, Capital in 
the 21st Century:  
Chapters 13 & 15 
 


 
Module 6 


 
June 23,  
11 PM 
 


June 26  
Economic Inequality in 
Developing Countries 
 
Philip Nel, The Politics of 
Economic Inequality in 
Developing Countries: 
Chapters 3 & 5 
 


 
Module 7 
 
 


 
June 30,  
11 PM 
 


July 3 North Africa and the Middle 
East 
 
Mark Tessler, “The Origins 
of Popular Support for 
Islamist Movements: A 
Political Economic Analysis” 
in Entelis, John (Ed.) Islam, 
Democracy and the State in 
North Africa 
 
Mthuli Neube “Inequality, 
Economic Growth and 
Poverty in the Middle East 
and Africa (MENA).”  African 
Development Review 26(3): 
435-453 
 


 
Module 8 
 


 
 


 
July 7,  
11 PM 
 







July 10  
Research paper  
 


 
Module 9 


 5-6 page 
research 
paper  


 
 
 


 
July 14,  
11 PM 
 


 








Syllabus POT 4305 
Summer 2017 


 


Instructor Contact 


Instructor  
Dr. Barbara Sgouraki Kinsey 
 


Office  
Orlando: Phillips Hall, 311H 
 


Office 
Hours 


Orlando: Tuesday and Thursday by appointment 


Phone  
Orlando: (407) 823-2608 
 


E-mail  Barbara.kinsey@ucf.edu 


 


Course Information 


Course Name  The State, Society, and the Individual 


Course ID & Section POT 4305 – DW59 


Credit Hours  3 


Semester/Year  Summer 2017 


Location Web 


 


Course Description 


This course addresses the question of how people can develop political and economic 
institutions that best serve their interests.  The focus of the course is an examination of 
the institutions of capitalism and democracy as the means of organizing, respectively, 
an economy and a polity.  We will look at arguments in favor of these institutions, as 
well as arguments on their limitations.  Primary emphasis is on works of the 19th and 
20th centuries that have had a major impact on the way we think about the individual 
and society. 
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Course Objectives 


By the end of the course you will: 


 Be familiar with contributions the authors we cover in this course make to 
democratic and economic theory 


 Develop a better understanding of the relationship between democracy and 
capitalism 


 Develop a better understanding of the principles and mechanism of democracy and 
capitalism 


 Develop a better understanding of the implications of the institutions of democracy 
and capitalism for the individual 


 Analyze critically certain aspects of democratic and economic theory 
 Analyze critically current social issues 


Required Texts & Additional Course Readings 


 R.L. Heilbroner, The Worldly Philosophers, Touchstone (0-684-862149) 
 J.S. Mill, On Liberty, Hackett Publishing Company (0-915144-43-3) 
 Herbert Marcuse, An Essay on Liberation, Beacon Press (0-8070-0595-9) 
 M. Olson, The Logic of Collective Action, Harvard University Press (0-674-53751-3) 
 R. Axelrod, The Evolution of Cooperation, Basic Books (0-465-02121-2) 


The remaining readings will be found either on the web (see Links in Course Content) 
or/and in the Modules.   Additional course materials may be distributed to class via the 
modules or electronically.   
 


Recording Academic Activity Policy 
 
As of Fall 2014, all faculty members are required to document students' academic 
activity at the beginning of each course. In order to document that you began this 
course, please complete the assignments for Module One by the end of the first 
week of classes, or as soon as possible after adding the course, but no later than May 
19. Failure to do so will result in a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid. 


Missed Assignments/Make-Ups/Extra Credit 


To submit late work the student will have to notify the instructor prior to the deadline the 
work is due and explain the circumstances to obtain the instructor’s permission.  Once 
permission is granted the student will have to submit the work within a week from the 
original deadline date.  There will be a penalty of one letter grade for all late work (except 
for cases involving overriding and well documented personal circumstances).   
 
There will be no extra credit for this course.  







Evaluation and Grading 


 


Assignments  Percentage of Grade  


Module 1  10% 


Modules 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, & 8  80% 


Module 9 10% 


Total  100%  


The grading system is as follows: 


Letter Grade  Points  


A  93 – 100 points  


A-  90 – 92 points  


B+  87 – 89 points  


B  83 – 86 points  


B-  80 – 82 points  


C+  77 – 79 points  


C  73 – 76 points  


C-  70 – 72 points  


D+  67 – 69 points  


D  63 – 66 points  


D-  60 – 62 points  


F  59 and below  


 


 


 


 


 







Academic Honesty 


Plagiarism and Cheating of any kind on an examination, quiz, or assignment will result 
at least in an "F" for that assignment (and may, depending on the severity of the case, 
lead to an "F" for the entire course) and may be subject to appropriate referral to the 
Office of Student Conduct for further action. See the UCF Golden Rule for further 
information. I will assume for this course that you will adhere to the academic creed of 
this University and will maintain the highest standards of academic integrity. In other 
words, don't cheat by giving answers to others or taking them from anyone else. I will 
also adhere to the highest standards of academic integrity, so please do not ask me to 
change (or expect me to change) your grade illegitimately or to bend or break rules for 
one person that will not apply to everyone. 


Disability Statement 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations 
for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon 
request. Students with disabilities who need accommodations in this course must be 
registered with Student Disability Services, Student Resource Center Room 132, phone 
(407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116. 


Copyright 


This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, 
images, text materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use 
doctrine in order to enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, 
download or distribute these items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for 
this online classroom environment and your use only. All copyright materials are 
credited to the copyright holder. 


Third-Party Software and FERPA 


During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or 
software applications sometimes called third-party software such as a blog or wiki. 
While some of these could be required assignments, you need not make any personally 
identifying information on a public site. Do not post or provide any private information 
about yourself or your classmates. Where appropriate you may use a pseudonym or 
nickname. Some written assignments posted publicly may require personal 
reflection/comments, but the assignments will not require you to disclose any personally 
identity-sensitive information. If you have any concerns about this, please contact your 
instructor. 
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Schedule POT 4305 – Summer 2017 
 


Week/Dates Topic & Reading Assignments 
Due 


Dates  


Week 1 
May 15 


Getting Started 
 
Gabriel A. Almond, “Capitalism and 
Democracy” 
 
 


Module 1  May 19,  
11 PM 


Week 2 
May 22 


Adam Smith 
 
R.L. Heilbroner, “The Wonderful 
World of Adam Smith” 
 
The Wealth of Nations:  Book 1, 
chapters 1,2,8; Book 5, chapter 1  
 
 


Module 2 May 26, 
11 PM 


Week 3 
May 30 
 


John Stuart Mill 
On Liberty 
 


Module 3 June 2 
11 PM 


Week 4 
June 5 
 


Alexis de Tocqueville 
 
Democracy in America,  
Volume 1: chapter 5; Volume 2, part 
1: chapters 2,5,10; Part 2: chapters 
5,7-10; Part 3: chapter 1; Part 4: 
chapter 6 
 


Module 4 June 9, 
11 PM 


Week 5 
June 12 


Karl Marx 
 
“Estranged Labour” in Economic and 
Philosophical Manuscripts of 1844: 
Selections.   
 
R.L Heilbroner, “The Inexorable 
System of Karl Marx” 
 
 
 
 


Module 5 June 16,  
11 PM 







Week 6 
June 19 


J.M. Keynes 
 
R.L. Heilbroner, “The Heresies of 
John Maynard Keynes” 
 
“The General Theory of 
Employment” in Collected Works, 
volume 14, pp. 109-123. 
 
 


Module 6 June 23,  
11 PM 


Week 7 
June 26 
 


H. Marcuse 
An Essay on Liberation, 
Introduction, chapters 1,3,4 
 


Module 7 June 30, 
11 PM 


Week 8 
July 3 
 


M. Olson 
The Logic of Collective Action, 
Chapters 1-5 
 


Module 8 July 7, 
11 PM 


Week 9 
July 10 
 


R. Axelrod 
The Evolution of Cooperation 
 
 


Module 9 July 14, 
11 PM 


 


Note: All dates and times are subject to change by Dr. Kinsey. Be informed and 
routinely check the Schedule and class Announcements for any changes or updates. 
 
 


 








CPO 3103 


Comparative Politics 


Summer 2017 (Session D) 


Instructor: Jonathan Knuckey 


 







Course Overview 


"Although I very rarely spoke of France in my book, I did not write one page of it without 
having her, so to speak, before my eyes…Without comparisons to make, the mind does not 
know how to proceed."   


– Alexis de Tocqueville, Democracy in America.  


  


"And what should they know of England who only England know?"  


– Rudyard Kipling, The English Flag.  


    


Welcome to Comparative Politics!  


This course is an introduction to the study of comparative politics and is intended to help 
students compare and contrast the wide variety of political systems, institutions and behavior 
around the world.  Comparative politics is a subfield of political science that can help us make 
arguments about cause and effect by drawing evidence from across nations and over time that 
enable us to then make generalizations about political phenomena.   


The course will analyze the major theoretical approaches and debates to the study of 
comparative politics.  It will also equip students to analyze and interpret data.  Therefore, by 
taking this course you will not only become more knowledgeable about comparative 
politics but you will become more adept at being a political scientist.  Specifically, this course 
will help you develop skills that are essential for being a good political scientist and citizen: 


 The ability to read actively and critically; 
 The ability to think logically, analytically and independently; 
 The ability to analyze and interpret information; 
 The ability to communicate clearly and effectively; 
 The ability to become a producer -- not just a consumer -- of knowledge in political 


science. 


A particular feature of this class is that you will not just be learning about comparative politics, 
you will be doing comparative politics research in a hands-on way yourself.  This is 
accomplished through MicroCase, the data analysis software that comes with one the 
textbooks for this class (see below for details).  This program will allow you to explore the real 
world of comparative politics, using the same data and analytical tools used by many of your 
professors in their research.  I should note, that MicroCase is exceptionally user-friendly, and 
requires no prior data analytical or statistical background.  Very quickly you will be exploring 







data from over 170 countries and dozens of political issues around the world -- not just reading 
about what other researchers have found.  


I look forward to the class and hope you find it enjoyable and informative. I look forward to 
learning a lot from you! 


  


 About Me and How to Contact Me. 


I joined UCF in 1999. I received my BA in Political Theory and Institutions from the University of 
Liverpool, my MA in U.S. History and Politics from the University of Keele and my Ph.D. in 
Political Science from the University of New Orleans. 


My main areas of research and teaching are voting behavior, political parties, southern politics, 
and comparative politics. 


Outside of my day job I am a huge football (soccer!) fan and an avid supporter of Liverpool and, 
of course, Orlando City F.C.!  If you support Manchester United, Everton or Chelsea, I will not 
take it too personally! 


Office: Political Science department, Phillips Hall 302L. 


Office hours:  By appointment 


Email: Use email in Webcourses. 


Skype: I am happy to talk via Skype. My Skype name is jonathan.knuckey70 


 


Requirements for a Web-Based Class  


This is a completely web-based class, and, consequently, requires a different approach in terms 
of requirements than a regular class. Most obviously, we will not be meeting as a class where 
you are listening to lectures two or three times a week. However, you should realize that a 
web-based class does not mean that you will be doing less work. Indeed, as those of you who 
have taken web-based classes before will attest, a completely on-line class will require that you 
take a much more active role in your education as compared to a regular face-to-face class.  
Generally I have found that students who do well in a web-based class are self-motivated and 
have usually received good grades (B or higher) in regular face-to-face classes.   


My general rule of thumb for any undergraduate college-level course is that you should devote 
2 to 3 hours of study per course credit hour per week. As this is a three credit hour class you 
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should plan on devoting 6 to 9 hours per week to this class. This involves reading, taking notes 
and taking quizzes and other writing assignments. 


I know you have other commitments—other classes, jobs and life in general—and that you will 
not always be able to devote this time every week.  But managing your time is essential to 
doing well in any class, especially a web-based class.  You will also find that much of the 
material in this class is about applying the material learned, rather than memorizing or looking 
things up.  Thus, to do well in the class you need to make an investment in it throughout the 
semester—not just the night an assignment is due. 


 


Textbooks 


 We will use two textbooks for this course: 


 Patrick O'Neil, Essentials of Comparative Politics (5th edition) 


 Michael LeRoy, Comparative Politics Using MicroCase ExporIT (4th edition) 


Make sure you buy the correct editions of the book.  Older editions of the textbooks will be no 
good.  Please make sure these textbooks are purchased no later than the end of the first week 
of the semester.  Take this into account if ordering from a third party vendor (like Amazon). 


The LeRoy textbook comes with an access code that you will use to download MicroCase, a data 
analysis program.  If you buy a used copy of this textbook, or have an eBook the access code 
may not come with the book. In this case, you can download the program from the link in 
Module 1. 


Note:  The MicroCase program will run on Windows only.  If you are a Mac user you will need to 
be able to run Windows applications. Yes, I know this is not optimal and have raised the issue 
with the publisher, but to no avail! There are two options to get around this: 


(1) Boot Camp is one of the best programs for running PC applications on a Mac, and comes 
installed in all new Macs (although you would still need to get the Windows installation disk). 


 


(2)The Comparative Politics MicroCase program has also been installed in the Political Science 
Computer Lab (Phillips Hall).  If you use the program here, please make sure you are using the 
version for Comparative Politics (Note: There is also another version of MicroCase used for 
Scope & Methods courses installed.  Make sure you use the Comparative Politics version).  


 







 Weekly Modules 


Requirements for each week of class will be detailed in modules that are accessed in 
Webcourses. I strongly recommend printing out the requirements for each module and making 
sure you note due dates for assignments.  


I do not release all the modules at once in order to provide as much feedback as possible on 
quizzes and assignments.  If every module was released at once some students would invariably 
rush through several in a week, giving little time to provide feedback and hence facilitate 
understanding of the material.  I believe this approach best captures the pace of a regular 
course. 


Each module will provide an overview to each specific topic, direct you to the required reading, 
and outline specific tasks, quizzes, assignments and discussion topics.  These activities are 
designed to make sure that you have thought about the material covered in the module, and to 
provide practical applications of material you will have read in the textbook As well as including 
assignment instructions, the module overview will often contain some suggestions and tips for 
the assignments. 


Module assignment due dates:  Due dates can be found in the Course Schedule below and in 
each module.  Modules will usually have multiple due dates, so it's a good idea to note these at 
the beginning of each week.  


The deadline for any assignment or quiz will always be midnight on a particular day.  However, 
assignments will still be accepted up to 5pm on the following day.  Anything submitted after 
5pm will not receive credit. 


There will be three general types assignments for this course: 


 Quizzes 


 Short written assignments 


 MicroCase worksheets 


Full assignment details will be given in each Module. 


 


 Exam 


There will be an exam given during finals week.  It will involve a series of questions similar to 
those from the MicroCase worksheets, i.e., where you analyze and interpret data on a number 
of questions relating to topics in comparative politics (although you will not actually need 
MicroCase for the exam).  







There some sample exam questions available to give you an idea of what might come up.  The 
exam will not test anything from the Essentials of Comparative Politics textbook, given that 
material will have been covered in quizzes during the semester. 


The exam will be taken in Webcourses, and you can be submitted anytime between Friday, July 
14th and Monday, July 17th (5.00pm). You will have 2 hours and 30 minutes to complete the 
exam. The time will start as soon as you open the exam and keep counting down, even if you 
exit the exam. 


 


Academic Honesty 


UCF faculty support the UCF creed. Integrity – practicing and defending academic and personal 
honesty – is the first tenet of the UCF Creed. This is in part a reflection of the second tenet, 
Scholarship: “I will cherish and honor learning as a fundamental purpose of membership in the 
UCF community.” Course assignments and tests are designed to have educational value; the 
process of preparing for and completing these exercises will help improve your skills and 
knowledge. Material presented to satisfy course requirements is therefore expected to be the 
result of your own original scholarly efforts. 


Violations of student academic behavior standards are outlined in The Golden Rule Student 
Handbook. 


Academic Dishonesty is defined as follows: 


1. Cheating, whereby non-permissible written, visual or oral assistance including that obtained 
from another student is utilized on examinations, course assignments or projects, is prohibited. 
The unauthorized possession or use of examination or course related material shall also 
constitute cheating. 


2. Plagiarism, whereby another's work is deliberately used or appropriated without any 
indication of the source, thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the 
student’s own, is prohibited. Any student failing to properly credit ideas or materials taken from 
another has plagiarized. 


Please note that any student who has assisted another in any of the aforementioned breach of 
standards shall be considered equally culpable. 


Students who attempt to obtain unearned academic credentials that do not reflect their skills 
and knowledge can also undermine the value of the UCF degrees earned by their more honest 
peers. Any form of academic dishonesty will result in you automatically failing the class and 
referred to the University authorities. Also, please remember that those caught cheating will 
have a notation made in their University records that they have been found guilty of academic 







misconduct. This can and will keep you out of law school so do not be tempted to cheat in any 
way. 


 


Grades 


My philosophy of grading is decidedly against what is generally known as "competitive grading" 
or "grading on the curve." You are not competing against fellow students for grades in this 
class. You are competing against yourself at all times, hopefully pushing yourself to excel 
against my objective standards of what students should reasonably get out of this class. 


Average mastery of those standards is the baseline for earning an "average" grade of C. Do 
above-average work, you earn a B. Do excellent work, you earn an A…. and so on. In any case, 
please understand that the points you earn toward a final grade will not be jerked around up or 
down to fit some predetermined grade curve. If everyone deserves an A, they’ll get it. If 
everyone flunks, they’ll all get an F and then, in all likelihood, I will leave the jurisdiction quickly 
under cover of night in heavy disguise and an assumed name! 


Your final grade will be weighted as follows: 


 Written assignments: 30% 


 Quizzes: 25% 


 MicroCase Worksheets: 25% 


 Final exam: 20% 


As there are ample grading opportunities in this course there will be no extra credit given. If 
you know you need a certain grade at the end of the semester, you know you need it at the 
beginning -- go to work to earn it! Under no circumstances can or will a course grade be 
awarded on any basis other than those stated in the syllabus. 







Grade boundaries are as follows: 


A,  92%+ 


A-, 90-91.9% 


B+, 86-89.9% 


B, 82-85.9% 


B-, 80-81.9% 


C+, 76-79.9% 


C, 72-75.9% 


C-, 70-71.9% 


D+, 66-69.9% 


D, 62-65.9% 


D- 60-61.9% 


F, 59% and below. 


Students typically obsess about grades too late, often at the end of the semester. There is little 
that can be done at that point. So, if you think you are struggling in this class please come and 
talk to me as often as you like - never think you are being a pest! I cannot recall ever failing a 
student who early sought this kind of help. However, students who are struggling and delay 
assistance do fail. 


You will be able to access your grades in Webcourses.  Please make sure that grades entered 
here are correct.  While every effort is made to ensure grades are correct, from time-to-time 
errors can occur (incorrectly add/subtract, miss points, and even fail to understand what a 
student wrote).  


A time limit of 1 week is imposed on all change of grade requests after the grade has posted for 
a completed piece or work. This is sufficient time to identify any errors. After that prior grades 
will not be reviewed.  This is to bring the course grade to completion and to minimize "end of 
semester" opportunism. 







When grades fall on the borderline of letter grades (91.9%, 89.9%, 85.9%, 81.9, 79.9, etc, etc), 
I'll take the overall performance of a student throughout the semester into account when 
deciding whether to round up. 


Grade grievance policies are outlined under the UCF Golden Rule. 


 


Make-up Policy and Incompletes 


The time and dates for all assignments and the exam are fixed in krypton-coated granite 
encased in a hydrogen bomb-proof vault!  In other words, an extension on an assignment, or 
make-up exam will only be given in the most exceptional circumstances that are beyond the 
control of a student.   


Any request for an extension must be made ahead of an assignment's midnight deadline.  
Please note that requests after the midnight deadline will not be granted. 


At the top of the list of unacceptable excuses for late-work are those related to computer 
issues, which include but are not limited to: 


    My computer is broken.... 


    My computer was stolen.... 


    I accidentally deleted the file.... 


    The internet is broken.... 


    I forgot to attach the assignment.... 


These are the “dog ate my homework” excuses of the “Technology Age” and will not fly! It is 
your responsibility to secure ample time at a computer, make backups of your work, check you 
did not submit a blank assignment, check you correctly submitted the right assignment and 
generally plan ahead—do whatever it takes! Completing an assignment the day before it is due 
is always a wise move too. 


From time to time the servers hosting Webcourses at UCF have been known to go down.  If this 
happens UCF will normally post an announcement and if this coincides with the time when an 
assignment or exam is due, I will make alternative arrangements. 


 







I do not consider vacations or other trips out of town (other than when the student is away 
from campus representing an official university function) to be exceptional circumstances. Of 
course, this is an on-line class, so as long as you have reliable internet access being out of town 
does not really present a problem.  


Any student missing an assignment, exam or any other work because of observance of religious 
holidays shall be given an opportunity during that semester to make up missed work. The 
make-up will apply to the religious holiday absence only. It shall be the responsibility of the 
student to notify the instructor no later than the end of the first week of class of his or her 
intention to participate in religious holidays which do not fall on state holidays or periods of 
class recess. This policy shall not apply in the event that administering the test or examination 
at an alternate time would impose an unavoidable hardship on the instructor or the university. 


An incomplete standing will only be granted if requested in writing to me (an email or phone 
call is not acceptable).  You must explain why you are requesting  an incomplete standing and 
include, where appropriate, documentation that must be original and verifiable. Such 
documentation must be on a letterhead, and contain a contact name and telephone number.  
An incomplete will only be granted if you have a passing grade in the class. 


 


Disability Statement 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all 
persons with disabilities.  This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request.  Students 
who need accommodations must be registered with Student Disability Services before 
requesting accommodations from the professor. 


 


Disclaimer 


I reserve the right to change, add or modify any part of the syllabus. Of course, advance notice 
will be given of any such changes. 


 


 Course Schedule  


Note: Full details of each assignment are in each module overview. New modules will usually 
open on Friday of each week. 







All work is due at midnight on the date noted. However, work submitted by 5pm the following 
day will still receive full credit.  Any work received after 5pm will not be graded and receive 
zero. 


 


May 15th-19th: Module 1: What is Comparative Politics? Introduction to Data 
Analysis in Comparative Politics 


 Quiz: Essentials of Comparative Politics, ch.1 (5/21) 


 MicroCase Worksheet #1 (5/21) 


 


May 22rd-May 26th: Module 2 - The Nation-State 


 Quiz: Essentials of Comparative Politics, ch.2 (5/23) 


  Written Assignment: Explaining State Failure in Pakistan (5/25) 


 


May 29th-June 2nd: Module 3 - Nations and Society; Module 4 - People, 
Population & State Capacity 


 Quiz: Essentials of Comparative Politics, ch.3 (5/30) 


 Written Assignment: Containing Ethnic and National Conflict - The Case of India (6/1) 


 Written Assignment: Religious Fundamentalism - The Rise of the Muslim Brotherhood in 
Post-Arab Spring Egypt (6/4) 


 MicroCase Worksheet #2 (6/5) 


 


June 5th-June 9th: Module 5 - Classifying Political Systems; Module 6 - 
Comparing Democratic Political Systems 


 MicroCase Worksheet #3 (6/6) 


 Quiz: Essentials of Comparative Politics, ch.5 (6/8) 


June 12th-June 16th: Module 7 - Comparing Developed Democracies 


 Quiz: Essentials of Comparative Politics, ch.8 (6/13) 


 MicroCase Worksheet #4 (6/15) 







 MicroCase Worksheet #5 (6/18) 


 


  







June 19th-June 23rd: Module 8 - Comparing Non-Democratic Political Systems; 
Module 9 - Comparing Communist and Post-Communist Countries 


 Quiz: Essentials of Comparative Politics, ch.6 (6/20) 


 Written Assignment: Comparing the Different Paths to Democratization in South 
Africa and Zimbabwe (6/21) 


 Quiz: Essentials of Comparative Politics, ch.9 (6/25) 


 MicroCase Worksheet #7 (6/26) 


 


June 26th-Jue 30th: Module 10 - Comparing Developing Countries 


 Quiz: Essentials of Comparative Politics, ch.10 (6/27) 


 MicroCase Worksheet #10 (6/29) 


 


July 3rd-July 7th: Module 11 - Comparing Islamic Countries 


 MicroCase Worksheet #13 (7/5) 


  MicroCase Worksheet #14 (7/6) 


 Written Assignment: Turkish Soap Operas and Culture War in Islamic Nations (7/9) 


 


July 10th-July 14th: Module 12 - Political Violence; Module 13 - Globalization: 
It's Causes and Consequences 


 Quiz: Essentials of Comparative Politics, ch.7 (7/11) 


 Quiz: Essentials of Comparative Politics, ch.11 (7/12) 


 


 Final Exam 


The exam is taken in Webcourses. The exam can be taken on any day between Friday, July 14th 
and Monday, July 17th (5.00pm). You will have 2 hours and 30 minutes to complete the exam 
once you open the exam. 


Overall course grade will be available in myUCF on Friday, July 21st 
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Course  Overview 


The majority of political scientists have adopted a method for studying political questions that 
differs from the approach taken by journalists, historians, and political commentators. They 
have adopted the scientific method, to systematically test explanations of political phenomena. 
Much of the research in political science uses statistical tests to determine which explanations 
are best supported by the data.  This course, however, is not a statistics course and you will not 
be expected to learn and memorize scary looking mathematical formulas!  Indeed, we use 
statistics regularly in our lives without ever fearing statistics, as any sports fan would attest! It's 
just the same for political scientists, except rather than using statistics to help describe the 
performance of a football or baseball team we are using statistics to better help us describe and 
explain politics. 


This course will certainly help you understand the reading materials in many upper-level classes 
and equip you with the skills to research topics for term papers, to participate in the internship 
program and to design an honors thesis. Specifically the course will help you hone your skills in 
the following areas: 


 How the scientific method is applied to the social sciences;  
 How social science research is designed;  
 How data are collected; 
 How data are analyzed; 
 How presentations of research findings are interpreted.  


Thus, by the time you complete this course you will have developed critical thinking and 
analytic skills that you can also apply in a variety of career settings, and which are prized by 
many employers in both the public and private sectors. 


I know this will seem like an entirely different kind of course that you are used to. In this course, 
we are not focused on the content knowledge of subfield in political science, but are more 
interested in understanding the methods that most political scientists use to understand and 
build knowledge about political phenomena.  Thus, you will be learning how to "do" political 
science yourself, and critically how to become a producer - not just a consumer - of research on 
politics. 


About Me and How to Contact Me. 


I joined UCF in 1999. I received my BA in Political Theory and Institutions from the University of 
Liverpool, my MA in U.S. History and Politics from the University of Keele  and my Ph.D. in 
Political Science from the University of New Orleans. 


 







My main areas of research and teaching are voting behavior, political parties, southern politics, 
and comparative politics. 


Outside of my day job I am a huge football (soccer!) fan and an avid supporter of Liverpool and, 
of course, Orlando City F.C.   


Office: Political Science department, Phillips Hall 302L. 


Office hours:  By appointment. 


Email: Use email in Webcourses.  If you write me M-F, I should get back to you within 24 hours. 
If I don’t, please feel free to send me a reminder! 


If you send a message after 5.00pm assume it will not get a reply until the following day. If you 
write over the weekend, you may have to wait until Monday for a reply. 


A note on etiquette: please sign your emails with your name, and please include an appropriate 
salutation (Hint: you can’t go wrong with “Dear Dr. Knuckey”). 


Skype: I am happy to talk via Skype. My Skype name is jonathan.knuckey70 


 


Requirements for a Web-Based Class  


This is a completely web-based class, and, consequently, requires a different approach in terms 
of requirements than a regular class. Most obviously, we will not be meeting as a class where 
you are listening to lectures two or three times a week. However, you should realize that a 
web-based class does not mean that you will be doing less work. Indeed, as those of you who 
have taken web-based classes before will attest, a completely on-line class will require that you 
take a much more active role in your education as compared to a regular face-to-face class.  


Generally I have found that students who do well in a web-based class are self-motivated and 
have usually received good grades (B or higher) in regular face-to-face classes.   


My general rule of thumb for any undergraduate college-level course is that you should devote 
2 to 3 hours of study per course credit hour per week. As this is a three credit hour class you 
should plan on devoting 6 to 9 hours per week to this class. This involves reading, taking notes 
and taking quizzes and other writing assignments. 


I know you have other commitments—other classes, jobs and life in general—and that you will 
not always be able to devote this time every week.  But managing your time is essential to 
doing well in any class, especially a web-based class.  You will also find that much of the 







material in this class is about applying the material learned, rather than memorizing or looking 
things up.  


Thus, to do well in the class you need to make an investment in it throughout the semester—
not just the night an assignment is due. 


 


Textbooks 


 You should purchase the following book, no later than the end of the first week of class: 


 Michael K. LeRoy, Research Methods in Political Science: An Introduction  Using 
MicroCase. 8th Edition (Wadsworth, 2012). 


Make sure you buy the 8th edition  as older editions of the book will not be of any use to you 
for this class. 


This comes with an access code that you will use to download MicroCase, a data analysis 
program.  If you buy a used copy of this textbook, or have an eBook the access code may not 
come with the book. In this case, don't worry! You can download the program from the link I 
provide in Module 1. 


Note:  The MicroCase program will run on Windows only.  If you are a Mac user you will need to 
be able to run Windows applications. Yes, I know this is not optimal and have raised the issue 
with the publisher, but to no avail! There are two options to get around this: 


(1) Boot Camp is one of the best programs for running PC applications on a Mac, and comes 
installed in all new Macs (although you would still need to get the Windows installation disk). 


(2)The Research Methods  MicroCase program has also been installed in the Political Science 
Computer Lab (Phillips Hall).  If you use the program here, please make sure you are using the 
version for Comparative Politics (Note: There is also another version of MicroCase used for my 
Comparative Politics course installed.  Make sure you use the Research Methods version for 
assignments for this class).  


 


Weekly Modules  


Requirements for each week of class will be detailed in modules that are accessed in 
Webcourses. I strongly recommend printing out the requirements for each module and making 
sure you note due dates for assignments.  







I do not release all the modules at once in order to provide as much feedback as possible on 
quizzes and assignments.  If every module was released at once some students would invariably 
rush through several in a week, giving little time to provide feedback and hence facilitate 
understanding of the material.  I believe this approach best captures the pace of a regular 
course. 


Each module will provide an overview to each specific topic, direct you to the required reading, 
and outline specific tasks, quizzes, assignments and discussion topics.  These activities are 
designed to make sure that you have thought about the material covered in the module, and to 
provide practical applications of material you will have read in the textbook As well as including 
assignment instructions, the module overview will often contain some suggestions and tips for 
the assignments. 


Full assignment details will be given in each Module. 


Assignment due dates:  Due dates can be found in the Course Schedule below and in each 
module.  Modules will usually have multiple due dates, so it's a good idea to note these at the 
beginning of each week.  


The deadline for any assignment or quiz will always be midnight on a particular day.  
However, assignments will still be accepted up to 5pm on the following day.  Anything 
submitted after 5pm will not receive credit. 


Please remember that you will know what assignment is due, and what that assignment entails, 
well in advance of a due date.  The single biggest source of missed points on assignments is 
starting an assignment too late and not making enough time to complete the assignment.  So 
pace yourself on all assignments.  If you plan ahead you can complete an assignment over 
multiple days, which is far more conducive to learning than opening an assignment up just a 
couple of hours before it is due and rushing through it. 


 


Exams 


There will be two exams given during the semester scheduled as follows: 


 Midterm exam: must be completed on any day betweenMonday, June 12th and 
Tuesday, June 13th (5.00pm) 


 Final exam: must be completed on any day between Thursday,  July 13th and Monday, 
July 17th (5.00pm) 


 







Exams will be taken in Webcourses.  Once you begin the exam, it must then be completed 
within the allotted time period of 2 hours and 30 minutes.  I strongly recommend that you take 
the exam somewhere that you won't be distracted and that has reliable internet connection. If 
you know somewhere that is prone to internet connections being down then take the exam 
somewhere else. 


Exams will be a mixture of multiple choice and problem/solving analytical questions.  Guidelines 
on studying for each exam and sample questions are posted in Webcourses (under the 
respective exam links from the Modules tab). 


Remember, while the exams are essentially like a take-home exam they are timed.  
Furthermore, you will need to have understood and absorbed the material ahead of the exam.  
So treat these exams like a regular exam, that requires studying for ahead of time.  Students 
who take the exam "cold" without studying can and do fail the exams. 


 


Academic Honesty 


UCF faculty support the UCF creed. Integrity – practicing and defending academic and personal 
honesty – is the first tenet of the UCF Creed. This is in part a reflection of the second tenet, 
Scholarship: “I will cherish and honor learning as a fundamental purpose of membership in the 
UCF community.” Course assignments and tests are designed to have educational value; the 
process of preparing for and completing these exercises will help improve your skills and 
knowledge. Material presented to satisfy course requirements is therefore expected to be the 
result of your own original scholarly efforts. 


Violations of student academic behavior standards are outlined in The Golden Rule Student 
Handbook. 


Academic Dishonesty is defined as follows: 


1. Cheating, whereby non-permissible written, visual or oral assistance including that obtained 
from another student is utilized on examinations, course assignments or projects, is prohibited. 
The unauthorized possession or use of examination or course related material shall also 
constitute cheating. 


2. Plagiarism, whereby another's work is deliberately used or appropriated without any 
indication of the source, thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the 
student’s own, is prohibited. Any student failing to properly credit ideas or materials taken from 
another has plagiarized. 


 







Please note that any student who has assisted another in any of the aforementioned breach of 
standards shall be considered equally culpable. 


Students who attempt to obtain unearned academic credentials that do not reflect their skills 
and knowledge can also undermine the value of the UCF degrees earned by their more honest 
peers. Any form of academic dishonesty will result in you automatically failing the class and 
referred to the University authorities. Also, please remember that those caught cheating will 
have a notation made in their University records that they have been found guilty of academic 
misconduct. This can and will keep you out of law school so do not be tempted to cheat in any 
way. 


 


Grades 


My philosophy of grading is decidedly against what is generally known as "competitive grading" 
or "grading on the curve." You are not competing against fellow students for grades in this 
class. You are competing against yourself at all times, hopefully pushing yourself to excel 
against my objective standards of what students should reasonably get out of this class. 


Average mastery of those standards is the baseline for earning an "average" grade of C. Do 
above-average work, you earn a B. Do excellent work, you earn an A…. and so on. In any case, 
please understand that the points you earn toward a final grade will not be jerked around up or 
down to fit some predetermined grade curve. If everyone deserves an A, they’ll get it. If 
everyone flunks, they’ll all get an F and then, in all likelihood, I will leave the jurisdiction quickly 
under cover of night in heavy disguise and an assumed name! 


 Quizzes and written assignments, 25% 


 MicroCase worksheets, 25% 


 Midterm exam, 25% 


 Final exam, 25% 


As there are ample grading opportunities in this course there will be no extra credit given. If 
you know you need a certain grade at the end of the semester, you know you need it at the 
beginning.  Under no circumstances can or will a course grade be awarded on any basis other 
than those stated in the syllabus. 


Grade boundaries are as follows: 


A,  92%+ 


A-, 90-91.9% 


 







B+, 86-89.9% 


B, 82-85.9% 


B-, 80-81.9% 


C+, 76-79.9% 


C, 72-75.9% 


C-, 70-71.9% 


D+, 66-69.9% 


D, 62-65.9% 


D- 60-61.9% 


F, 59% and below. 


Students typically obsess about grades too late, often at the end of the semester. There is little 
that can be done at that point. So, if you think you are struggling in this class please come and 
talk to me as often as you like - never think you are being a pest! I cannot recall ever failing a 
student who early sought this kind of help. However, students who are struggling and delay 
assistance do fail. 


You will be able to access your grades in Webcourses.  Please make sure that grades entered 
here are correct.  While every effort is made to ensure grades are correct, from time-to-time 
errors can occur (incorrectly add/subtract, miss points, and even fail to understand what a 
student wrote).  


A time limit of 1 week is imposed on all change of grade requests after the grade has posted for 
a completed piece or work. This is sufficient time to identify any errors. After that prior grades 
will not be reviewed.  This is to bring the course grade to completion and to minimize "end of 
semester" opportunism. 


When grades fall exactly on the borderline of letter grades (91.9%, 89.9%, 85.9%, 81.9, 79.9, 
etc, etc), I'll take the overall performance of a student throughout the semester into account 
when deciding whether to round up. No other grades will be considered for rounding up. 


Grade grievance policies are outlined under the UCF Golden Rule. 


 







  


Make-up Policy and Incompletes 


The time and dates for all assignments and the exam are fixed in krypton-coated granite 
encased in a hydrogen bomb-proof vault!  In other words, an extension on an assignment, or 
make-up exam will only be given in the most exceptional circumstances that are beyond the 
control of a student. Requests for an assignment extension after an assignment has closed will 
not be accepted. 


At the top of the list of unacceptable excuses for late-work are those related to computer 
issues, which include but are not limited to: 


    My computer is broken.... 


    My computer was stolen.... 


    I accidentally deleted the file.... 


    The internet is broken.... 


    I forgot to attach the assignment.... 


    I did the quiz but forgot to submit 


The above are all actual excuses I have received. They are the “dog ate my homework” excuses 
of the technology age and will not fly! It is your responsibility to secure ample time at a 
computer, make backups of your work, check you did not submit a blank assignment, check you 
correctly submitted the right assignment and generally plan ahead—do whatever it takes! 
Completing an assignment the day before it is due is always a wise move as that provides a 
cushion for anything that might come up that is unexpected. 


From time to time the servers hosting Webcourses at UCF have been known to go down.  If this 
happens UCF will normally post an announcement and if this coincides with the time when an 
assignment or exam is due, I will make alternative arrangements. 


I do not consider vacations or other trips out of town (other than when the student is away 
from campus representing an official university function) to be exceptional circumstances. Of 
course, this is an on-line class, so as long as you have reliable internet access being out of town 
does not really present a problem. If you are going to be out of town for more than a week with 
no internet access during the semester, then you may want to reconsider taking this web-based 
course. 


 







Any student missing an assignment, exam or any other work because of observance of religious 
holidays shall be given an opportunity during that semester to make up missed work. The 
make-up will apply to the religious holiday absence only. It shall be the responsibility of the 
student to notify the instructor no later than the end of the first week of class of his or her 
intention to participate in religious holidays which do not fall on state holidays or periods of 
class recess. This policy shall not apply in the event that administering the test or examination 
at an alternate time would impose an unavoidable hardship on the instructor or the university. 


An incomplete standing will only be granted if requested in writing to me (an email or phone 
call is not acceptable).  You must explain why you are requesting  an incomplete standing and 
include, where appropriate, documentation that must be original and verifiable. Such 
documentation must be on a letterhead, and contain a contact name and telephone number.  
An incomplete will only be granted if you have a passing grade in the class. 


 


Disability Statement 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all 
persons with disabilities.  This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request.  Students 
who need accommodations must be registered with Student Disability Services before 
requesting accommodations from the professor. 


 


 Disclaimer 


I reserve the right to change, add or modify any part of the syllabus. Of course, advance notice 
will be given of any such changes. 


 


 Course Schedule 


Note: Full details of each assignment are in each module overview. New modules will usually 
open on Friday of each week. 


All work is due at midnight (actually 11.59pm) on the date noted. However, work submitted by 
5pm the following day will still receive full credit.  Any work received after this will not be 
graded and receive zero. 


 


  







 May 15th-19th: Module 1 - What Does it Mean to "Do" Political Science Research 


 MicroCase Worksheet #1 (5/21) 


 


 May 22nd-May 26th: Module 2 - Conceptualizing and Measuring Political Phenomena; 
Module 3 - Types of Data in Political Science Research I 


 Quiz "Measurement Issues: Conceptual and Operational Definitions." (5/24) 


 MicroCase Worksheet #2 (5/25) 


 Political Compass Assignment (5/28) 


 


 May 29th 1st-June 2nd: Module 4 - Types of Data in Political Science Research II; Module 5: 
Types of Variables in Political Science Research 


 Quiz "Units of Analysis." (5/29) 


 “Daily Show Effect” Article (5/31) 


 Quiz: "Levels of Measurement" (6/1) 


 MicroCase Worksheet #3 (6/4) 


 


 June 5th-June 9th: Module 6 - Testing Hypotheses in Political Science Research 


 Quiz "Variables, Variation & Explanation" (6/5) 


 MicroCase Worksheet #4 (6/6) 


 Quiz "Hypotheses & Hypothesis Testing" (6/8) 


 MicroCase Worksheet #5 (6/11) 


 


 June 12th-June 16th: Midterm Exam; Module 7 - Descriptive Statistics in Political Science 
Research 


 Midterm Exam. The exam is taken in Webcourses. The exam can be taken on any day 
between Monday,  June 12th and Tuesday, June 13th (5.00pm). You will have 2 hours 
30 minutes to complete the exam once you open the exam. Click here for guidelines 
on the format and sample questions for the exam. 


 MicroCase Worksheet #8 (6/15) 


 







  


June 19th-June 23rd: Module 8 - Cross-tabulations; Module 9 - Significance Testing & 
Measures of Association 


 Quiz "Descriptive Statistics" (6/20) 


 MicroCase Worksheet #9 (6/22) 


 Explaining Attitudes on Same-Sex Marriage (6/25) 


 


 June 26th-June 30th: Module 10 - Controlling for a Third Variable; Module 11 - Scatterplots 
and Correlation Coefficients 


 MicroCase Worksheet #10 (6/26) 


 Religion and Politics in Comparative Perspective (6/27) 


 MicroCase Worksheet #11 (6/29) 


 The Gender Gap in American Voting Behavior (7/2) 


 


July 3rd-July 7th: Module 12: Regression and Multiple Regression Analysis 


 Application of Scatterplots and Correlations (7/5) 


  MicroCase Worksheet #12 (7/9) 


 


 July 10th-July 14th: Module 13 - The Overall Research Process 


 MicroCase Worksheet #13 (7/12) 


 


 Final Exam 


 The exam is taken in Webcourses. The exam can be taken on any day between 
Thursday,  July 13th and Monday, July 17th (5.00pm). You will have 3 hours to 
complete the exam once you open the exam. Click here for guidelines on the format 
and sample questions for the exam. 


 


Overall course grade will be available in myUCF on Friday, July 21st 
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POT 3302-DW59 
Summer 2017 


Modern Political Ideologies 
Department of Political Science 


College of Sciences, University of Central Florida 
  


COURSE OUTLINE 
 


Instructor: Dr. Daniel Marien, Daniel.Marien@ucf.edu 
Teaching Assistant: Jason Christensen, jasonchristensen@knights.ucf.edu 


Office Hours: make appointment via email. 
 
 
 
 
I. Subject Overview  
 


Ideologies are sets of ideas inspiring, guiding, and justifying political behavior, 
institutions, and government policy. They help make sense of the world around us. 
They guide political action. They structure political identity for some people and 
organizations, such as political parties. As such, they are important and 
inescapable features of modern politics. 
 
But ideologies are not solid, separate and unchanging constellations of ideas. 
Rather, they cluster in family types with porous boundaries allowing them to 
borrow from each other. And they evolve over time, responding to new 
circumstances, successes and failures.  


 
Ideologies have led to great achievements. Think of the emergence of 
representative governments elected by all citizens -- the result of liberal, socialist 
and feminist pressures. Or again, think of the equalization of gender statuses in 
both law and social practices in response to feminism.  
 
But ideologies have also moved people to commit terrible deeds in the name of 
dubious abstractions. Think of the systematic killing of European Jews by Nazism 
in the name of German national redemption and racial purity. Think of the cruel 
internment of millions of so-called “dissidents” in Soviet labor camps in the name of 
building a worker’s paradise. 


 
This course examines the ideas and practical influence -- achievements and 
shortcomings -- of the most significant families or clusters of ideologies in modern 
political life covered in our main textbook, namely:  
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(1) Liberalism, a historically and geographically varied family of ideologies 
stressing individualism and the ability of human beings to act rationally. 
Liberalism divides into two major strains: classical liberalism (now called 
conservatism in the U.S.) and modern liberalism (or welfare state liberalism).  


(2) Conservatism, an ideology perhaps best defined as a skeptical disposition 
towards large scale projects of social improvement and as an ingrained respect 
for established practices and authorities. This course will redefine the students’ 
perception of the opposition between liberalism and conservatism.  


(3) Socialism, in both its communist (or revolutionary) version and social-
democratic (or reformist) version.  Among the many relevant questions worth 
exploring: What is the communist ideal?  What are the lessons of the awful 
Soviet experiment? Does Soviet history illustrate Burke’s insistence that 
societal reconstruction along rational lines is doomed to failure? Further, what 
are the achievements of social democracy where it has been more 
systematically pursued, namely in Scandinavia? Can social democracy tame 
the 21st century challenges of globalization? Incidentally, the Sanders 
campaign is loosely inspired by Scandinavian social democracy. 


(4) Fascism/Nazism, a destructive ideology that has done much to mark 20th 
century history. While this ideology may not be a legitimate candidate to guide 
our politics in the 21st century, many interesting questions may be raised in 
relation to Fascism. Among others: are contemporary far-right “populist” 
movements articulating a renewed form of Fascism? Think of the Trump 
campaign in the U.S., the Front National in France, or Alternative für 
Deutschland in Germany, or the UK Independence Party in Britain.  


(5) Libertarianism, an ideology professing an undivided devotion to individualism, 
absolute private property rights, unfettered markets and the minimal state. 
Libertarianism inspires such works as Ayn Rand’s Atlas Shrugged. It is popular 
with some young people in the United States. In many ways, libertarianism is 
nothing but a new label for conservative classical liberalism. Old wine in a new 
bottle! Yet, this wine is tasty to some.   


(6) Feminism, an ideology developed around a concern for gender equality. 
Ironically, many young people today reject the label while embracing at least 
some of its content. This ironical situation is an outcome of the success of 
conservatives in defining and distorting feminism’s image. The course will 
clarify some issues in this respect.  


(7) Green politics, developed around a concern for environmental integrity. As with 
other ideological families, green politics comes in many variants, ranging from 
the mainstream thought of ecological modernization and sustainable 
development to the philosophical radicalism of “deep ecology.”  


(8) Identity politics, an ideology developed around the demand for social and 
cultural recognition of marginalized minorities.  


(9) Radical Islamic “Fundamentalism,” i.e. the inspiration for The Muslim 
Brotherhood, Al Qaida, Islamic State and similar movements.  
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II. Course Materials 
 
 
You will need to have ready access to the following: 
 
Terrence Ball, Richard Dagger and Daniel O’Neill 


Political Ideologies and the Democratic Ideal. 
Routledge, 10th edition, ISBN: 978-1-138-650001-5.  AVOID EARLIER EDITION 


 
Additional assigned readings will be uploaded in Webcourses, under Files, under B) 


Additional Assigned Readings. 
 
 
III. Basic Course Expectations 
 
Students are expected to: (1) always have working connections to the internet; (2) to 
promptly procure the textbook; (3) to regularly log-on to the course’s website in 
Webcourses via the Home Page. The Home Page is where you will find updates, 
general feedback and other useful information; (4) to take quizzes and submit postings 
in due time; (5) to regularly consult their Knights email (for personal messages); (6) to 
engage class participants in a respectful manner meeting the ECP standards (see Files, 
Grading Standards); (8) to respect the rules of academic honesty, in particular never to 
present text not their own as their own wording.   
 
 


 
IV. Course Objectives  
 


General Course Goals  
 


1. To help students understand the content and context of the major political 
ideologies influencing the modern political world, namely: Nazism/fascism, 
communism, social-democracy, conservatism, libertarianism and modern 
(welfare state) liberalism, green politics, feminism, identity politics, and radical 
Islamic fundamentalism.   
 


2. To help students recognize the impact of ideological thinking on party politics in 
general and in the U.S. in particular.  


 
3.  To help students develop a critical stance towards all ideologies. 
 


 







4 
 


V. Assessment Overview 


Assessment Overview 
 


WHAT WHEN POINTS 
 


Before Course  
Perception of Ideologies 
This serves to free up your 


financial aid.  
 


After Course 
Perception of Ideologies 


 


 
 


Friday 5/19: 11:59pm 
Attach file in Dropbox 


 
 


Friday 7/7: 11:59 PM 
Attach file in Dropbox 


 


 
 


2 
 


 
 
 


3 


 
 


Weekly Quiz Average 
Each quiz is over 40 points. 


The average is used to 
compute the final course 


grade  
 


 
 


Week 1-4 (5/22 to 6/12) 
Week 6-8 (6/26 to 7/10 
by Monday Evenings 


11:59 P.M. 
 


 
 


40 


 
Weekly Discussion Post 


Average  
Each weekly post is scored 


over 25 points. The 
average is used to compute 


the final course grade 
 


 
Week 1-4 (5/22 to 6/12) 
Week 6-8 (6/26 to 7/10 
by Monday Evenings 


11:59 P.M. 
 


 
 


25 


 
 


Four ECP Posts 
 


Engaging class participants 
with respectful and well 


thought out disagreements 
on their answers to 


Evaluation Questions. 
 


Each post should have a 
minimum of 300 words. 


 
 
 


 
 
 
 


Anytime during 
Week 1-4 (5/22 to 6/12) 
Week 6-8 (6/26 to 7/10) 


by Monday Evenings 
11:59 P.M. 


 


 
 


10 
 


2.5 points for each post 
meeting the standards 


explained in Files under 
Grading Standards. 
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Mid-term Brief Essay 
1,000 to 1,200 words 


On one of several pre-set 
question with assigned 


sources 
 


 
Week 5 


due Monday June 19 
at 11:59 PM 


Upload a file in Dropbox 


 
 


10 


 
Final Brief Essay 


1,000 to 1,200 words 
On one of several pre-set 
questions with assigned 


sources 
 


 
Week 9 


due Monday July 17 
at 11:59 PM 


Upload a file in Dropbox 
 


 
 


10 
 


 
TOTAL 


 


  
100 


 
 


HOW TO FIGURE YOUR FINAL COURSE GRADE: 
 
Entre your personal scores for these values:   
 
Before/After  +   Quiz Average   +  Weekly Post Average +  ECP   +   Mid-term 
Essay  +  Final Essay   =  Total in points over 100. 
 
Then convert that numerical total into a letter grade in accordance with the Grading 
Scale below.  
 
 


Grading Scale (%) 
94-100   A 
90-93   A- 
87-89   B+ 
84-86   B 
80-83   B- 
77-79   C+ 
74-76   C 
70-73   C- 
67-69   D+ 
64-66   D 
60-63   D- 
0 - 59    F 
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VI. Course Prerequisites 
 


Course prerequisites include an open mind and a readiness to reflect on the 
subject matter.  There are no prerequisites in the sense of having completed 
specific previous courses beyond English Composition.  


 
VII.  Course Credits 
         3 credits 
 
 
 
VIII.  Course Schedule 


 
Always check the Home Page for updates, general feedback and other useful 
information. Changes are not likely, but, if they occur, they will be limited. 
Nevertheless not paying attention to announced change might hurt your 
grade.  
 
The Weekly Module updates the Course Outline: in case of a discrepancy 
between the Course Outline and the Module of the week, the Module is 
correct.  


 
 
  
Week 1, 5/15 to 5/22:  What is an Ideology? What is 
Democracy? 


 
• Turn in your BEFORE course submission before Friday 5/19 at 11:59 PM 
• Read the Course Outline. 


 
• Read Ball et al., chapters 1 and 2  


 
• Take the Quiz (before Monday evening May 22 at 11:59 P.M.) covering the 


reading materials assigned for the week.  
• Post your answers in the Week 1 Discussion Board (before Monday 


evening May 22 at 11:59 P.M.).   
• Instructor’s Remarks and or video documents may also be assigned on any 


given week. Follow the instruction in the Weekly Module 
 


• This sequence of quiz and discussion question is repeated weekly with the 
exception of Week 5 and Week 9.  
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Week 2, May 22 to May 29:  Liberalism 
 


• Read Ball et al., chapter 3 Liberalism 
 


Week 3, May 29 to June 5:  Conservatism 
 


• Read Ball et al., chapter 4 Conservatism 
 


Week 4, June 5 to June 12:  Identity Politics 
 


• Read Ball and Dagger, chapter 8 
 


 
Week 5, June 12 to June 19:  Mid-term Essay 


 
• Select one of the pre-set essay questions; read the assigned materials for this 


question; compose an essay (1,000 to 1,200 words) answering the question 
on the basis of the assigned materials; submit a file in the Dropbox by 
Monday June 19 at 11:59 PM.   


 
 


Week 6, June 19 to June 26: Socialism 
 


• Read Ball et al.  chapters 5 and 6 
 
 


Week 7, June 26 to July 3: Fascism 
 


• Read Ball et al.  chapter 7 
 
 
Week 8, July 3 to July 10: Green Politics + Radical Islamism 


 
• Read Ball et al.  chapters 9-10 


 
 


Week 9, July 10 to July 17: Final Essay 
 


• Select one of the pre-set essay questions; read the assigned materials for this 
question; compose an essay (1,000 to 1,200 words) answering the question 
on the basis of the assigned materials; submit a file in the Dropbox by 
Monday June 19 at 11:59 PM.   
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IX. Course Policies 
 


Late Work Policy:  
There are no make-ups for missing weekly quizzes or discussion postings.  


 
Grades of Incomplete 
 
The current university policy concerning incomplete grades will be followed in this 
course. Incomplete grades are given only in situations where unexpected 
emergencies prevent a student from completing the course and the remaining 
work can be completed the next semester. The instructor is the final authority on 
whether you qualify for an incomplete. Incomplete work must be finished by the 
end of the subsequent semester or the “I” will automatically be recorded as an 
“F” on your transcript.  
 


 
X. Course Policies: Technology and Media 
 


Email: Use my email to communicate with me: Daniel.Marien@ucf.edu. Allow up 
to 48 hours for a response. Repeat message if you haven’t received a response 
within 48 hours.  
 
 
 


XI. Course Policies: Student Expectations 
 


Disability Access:  
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable 
accommodations for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in 
alternate formats upon request. Students with disabilities who need 
accommodations in this course must contact the professor at the beginning of the 
semester to discuss needed accommodations. Students who need 
accommodations must be registered with Student Disability Services, Student 
Resource Center Room 132, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 
823-2116, before requesting accommodations from the professor. 
 
Academic Conduct Policy:  
Academic dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated. If you are uncertain as to 
what constitutes academic dishonesty, please consult The Golden Rule, the 
University of Central Florida's Student Handbook 
(http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/) for further details.  As in all University 
courses, The Golden Rule Rules of Conduct will be applied.  Violations of these 
rules will result in a failing grade for the entire course and can also result in 
expulsion from the University. 



mailto:Daniel.Marien@ucf.edu
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Turinitin.com:  
In this course the instructor may utilize turnitin.com, an automated system which 
instructors can use to quickly and easily compare each student's assignment with 
billions of web sites, as well as an enormous database of student papers that 
grows with each submission. The instructor submits your texts to Turnitin at his 
discretion. Student found guilty of plagiarism will receive a failing grade for the 
entire course and may incur additional penalties.  
 
In particular, weekly postings must be original. To ensure originality, students 
are not able to view classmates’ posts before they have themselves posted in the 
Discussion Board. Students are also not able to edit their postings after having 
posted it in the Discussion Board. It is strongly recommended that you 
compose your post in a word processing file, review it there for content 
and style and only then paste the final product in the Discussion Board. 
 
Quizzes are individual exercises with open access to the materials but limited 
time to answer the questions.  
 
Consult the UCF Academic Integrity Flyer in Webcourses under Files under 
Assigned Readings for more details.  
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POT 4066-DW59 
Summer 2017 


Contemporary Political Theory 
Department of Political Science 


College of Sciences, University of Central Florida 
  


COURSE OUTLINE 
 


Instructor: Dr. Daniel Marien, Daniel.Marien@ucf.edu 
Teaching Assistant: Zlatin Mitkov,  zlatinmitkov@knights.ucf.edu 


Office Hours: make appointment via email. 
 
 
 
 
I. Subject Overview  
 


 
This course in political philosophy focuses on the concept of social justice. We 
explore three broad approaches to answering this central question in politics: 
“What is fair or just?” What is not?  
 
One approach is based on the promotion of individual freedom. Another focuses 
on the maximization of pleasure or utility. A third is shaped by the pursuit of virtue, 
i.e. notions of the good life. Each broad approach can spawn multiple versions.  
 
We use one book and a set of other readings from a range of authors to guide us 
in this exploration. Harvard University political theorist Michael Sandel introduces 
us to a variety of theories on social justice. He closes his book by presenting an 
argument for a communitarian viewpoint. We also read excerpts from a book, 
authored by the late economist Milton Friedman, from the University of Chicago, 
and his wife Rose articulating a broadly libertarian viewpoint. A few others will also 
contribute to our reflections. Film and other video documents may also be 
occasionally assigned.  
 
Students take weekly quizzes, post weekly answers to discussion questions and 
engage class participants with respectful disagreements at least four times during 
the semester. 
 
Overall, this course provides an exciting opportunity to enlarge and enrich how we 
make judgments about the central questions of what is just and unjust, fair and 
unfair in policy, society, and economy. You may look at it as education for 
enlightening judgments about fairness and unfairness.  
 



mailto:Daniel.Marien@ucf.edu

mailto:zlatinmitkov@knights.ucf.edu
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II. Course Materials 
 
 
You will need to procure the following: 
 
Michael Sandel, Justice: What’s the Right Thing to Do? New York: Farrar, Straus and 
Giroux, 2009, ISBN: 978-0-374-5350-5. Also available in electronic format. 
 
Additional assigned readings will be uploaded in Webcourses, under Files, under B) 
Additional Assigned Readings. 
 
 
III. Basic Course Expectations 
 
Students are expected to: (1) always have working connections to the internet; (2) to 
promptly procure the textbook; (3) to regularly log-on to the course’s website in 
Webcourses via the Home Page. The Home Page is where you will find updates, 
general feedback and other useful information; (4) to take quizzes and submit postings 
in due time; (5) to regularly consult their Knights email (for personal messages); (6) to 
engage class participants articulating a disagreement in a respectful manner meeting 
the ECP standards (see Files, Grading Standards); (8) to respect the rules of academic 
honesty, in particular never to present text not their own as their own wording.   
 
 


 
IV. Course Objectives  
 


By the end of this course, students will be able to: 
 
1. To explain and describe the themes, assumptions, ideas, and practical 


conclusions of three broad approaches to the concept of justice: utility, liberty 
and virtue. 


2. To apply the three foregoing approaches to specific, concrete and controversial 
issues.   


3. To demonstrate abilities in critical thinking, effective communication and writing, 
and attentive reading 
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V. Assessment Overview 


Assessment Overview 
 


WHAT WHEN POINTS 
 


Before Course  
Perception of Ideologies 
This serves to free up your 


financial aid.  
 


After Course 
Perception of Ideologies 


 


 
 


Friday 5/19: 11:59pm 
Attach file in Dropbox 


 
 


Friday 7/7: 11:59 PM 
Attach file in Dropbox 


 


 
 


2 
 


 
 
 


3 


 
 


Weekly Quiz Average 
Each quiz is over 40 points. 


The average is used to 
compute the final course 


grade  
 


 
 


Week 1-4 (5/22 to 6/12) 
Week 6-8 (6/26 to 7/10 
by Monday Evenings 


11:59 P.M. 
 


 
 
 


40 


 
Weekly Discussion Post 


Average  
Each weekly post is scored 


over 25 points. The 
average is used to compute 


the final course grade 
 


 
 


Week 1-4 (5/22 to 6/12) 
Week 6-8 (6/26 to 7/10 
by Monday Evenings 


11:59 P.M. 
 


 
 


25 


 
 


Four ECP Posts 
 


Engaging class participants 
with respectful and well 


thought out disagreements 
on their answers to 


Evaluation Questions. 
 


Each post should have a 
minimum of 300 words. 


 
 
 


 
 
 
 


Anytime during 
Week 1-4 (5/22 to 6/12) 
Week 6-8 (6/26 to 7/10) 


by Monday Evenings 
11:59 P.M. 


 
Start your post with the 


mention ECP 
 


 
 


10 
 


2.5 points for each post 
meeting the standards 


explained in Files under 
Grading Standards. 
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Mid-term Brief Essay 
1,000 to 1,200 words 


On one of several pre-set 
questions with assigned 


sources 
 


 
Week 5 


due Monday June 19 
at 11:59 PM 


Upload a file in Dropbox 


 
 


10 


 
Final Brief Essay 


1,000 to 1,200 words 
On one of several pre-set 
questions with assigned 


sources 
 


 
Week 9 


due Monday July 17 
at 11:59 PM 


Upload a file in Dropbox 
 


 
 


10 
 


 
TOTAL 


 


  
100 


 
 


HOW TO FIGURE YOUR FINAL COURSE GRADE: 
 
Entre your personal scores for these values:   
 
Before/After  +   Quiz Average   +  Weekly Post Average +  ECP   +   Mid-term 
Essay  +  Final Essay   =  Total in points over 100. 
 
Then convert that numerical total into a letter grade in accordance with the Grading 
Scale below.  
 
 


Grading Scale (%) 
94-100   A 
90-93   A- 
87-89   B+ 
84-86   B 
80-83   B- 
77-79   C+ 
74-76   C 
70-73   C- 
67-69   D+ 
64-66   D 
60-63   D- 
0 - 59    F 
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VI. Course Prerequisites 
 


Course prerequisites include an open mind and a readiness to reflect on the 
subject matter.  There are no prerequisites in the sense of having completed 
specific previous courses beyond English Composition.  


 
VII.  Course Credits 
         3 credits 
 
 
VIII.  Course Schedule 


 
Always check the Home Page for updates, general feedback and other useful 
information. Changes are not likely, but, if they occur, they will be limited. 
Nevertheless not paying attention to announced change might hurt your 
grade.  
 
The Weekly Module always updates the Course Outline: in case of a 
discrepancy between the Course Outline and the Module of the week, the 
Module is correct.  


 
 
  
Week 1, May 15 to May 22:  Utilitarianism: the Greatest 


Happiness of the Greatest Number 
 


• Turn in your BEFORE course submission before Friday 5/19 at 11:59 PM 
• Read the Course Outline. 


 
• Read Sandel., chapters 1 and 2.  


 
• Take the Quiz (before Monday evening May 22 at 11:59 P.M.) covering the 


reading materials assigned for the week.  
• Post your answers in the Week 1 Discussion Board (before Monday 


evening May 22 at 11:59 P.M.).   
• Instructor’s Remarks and or video documents may also be assigned on any 


given week. Follow the instruction in the Weekly Module. The Weekly Module 
updates the Course Outline.  
 


• This sequence of quiz and discussion question is repeated weekly with the 
exception of Week 5 (Mid-term Essay) and Week 9 (Final Essay).  
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Week 2, May 22 to May 29:  Libertarianism 
 


• Read Sandel, chapter 3 Libertarianism 
• Milton and Rose Friedman, chapter 1 The Power of the Market 


 
Week 3, May 29 to June 5:  Markets and Morals 


 
• Read Sandel, chapter 4  


 
Week 4, June 5 to June 12:  Market: Freedom or Constraint? 


 
• Milton and Rose Friedman, chapter 2, pages 64-69 only. 
• Lindbloom, “The Market as Prison.”  


 
 


Week 5, June 12 to June 19:  Mid-term Essay 
 


• Select one of the pre-set essay questions; read the assigned materials for this 
question; compose an essay (1,000 to 1,200 words) answering the question 
on the basis of the assigned materials; submit a file in the Dropbox by 
Monday June 19 at 11:59 PM.   


 
 


Week 6, June 19 to June 26: Equalities 
 


• Milton and Rose Friedman, chapter 5 Created Equal 
• Sandel, chapter 6, Rawls 


 
 


Week 7, June 26 to July 3: Virtue and Loyalty 
 


• Sandel, chapters 8 and 9.  
 
 
Week 8, July 3 to July 10: Communitarian and Libertarian 


Agendas 
 


• Sandel, chapter 10 
• Milton and Rose Friedman, chapter 10, especially pages 290-310.  


 
 


Week 9, July 10 to July 17: Final Essay 
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• Select one of the pre-set essay questions; read the assigned materials for this 
question; compose an essay (1,000 to 1,200 words) answering the question 
on the basis of the assigned materials; submit a file in the Dropbox by 
Monday July 17 at 11:59 PM.   


 
 
IX. Course Policies 
 


Late Work Policy:  
There are no make-ups for missing weekly quizzes or discussion postings.  


 
Grades of Incomplete 
 
The current university policy concerning incomplete grades will be followed in this 
course. Incomplete grades are given only in situations where unexpected 
emergencies prevent a student from completing the course and the remaining 
work can be completed the next semester. The instructor is the final authority on 
whether you qualify for an incomplete. Incomplete work must be finished by the 
end of the subsequent semester or the “I” will automatically be recorded as an 
“F” on your transcript.  
 


 
X. Course Policies: Technology and Media 
 


Email: Use my email to communicate with me: Daniel.Marien@ucf.edu. Allow up 
to 48 hours for a response. Repeat message if you haven’t received a response 
within 48 hours.  
 
 
 


XI. Course Policies: Student Expectations 
 


Disability Access:  
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable 
accommodations for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in 
alternate formats upon request. Students with disabilities who need 
accommodations in this course must contact the professor at the beginning of the 
semester to discuss needed accommodations. Students who need 
accommodations must be registered with Student Disability Services, Student 
Resource Center Room 132, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 
823-2116, before requesting accommodations from the professor. 
 
Academic Conduct Policy:  



mailto:Daniel.Marien@ucf.edu





8 
 


Academic dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated. If you are uncertain as to 
what constitutes academic dishonesty, please consult The Golden Rule, the 
University of Central Florida's Student Handbook 
(http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/) for further details.  As in all University 
courses, The Golden Rule Rules of Conduct will be applied.  Violations of these 
rules will result in a failing grade for the entire course and can also result in 
expulsion from the University. 
 
Turinitin.com:  
In this course the instructor may utilize turnitin.com, an automated system which 
instructors can use to quickly and easily compare each student's assignment with 
billions of web sites, as well as an enormous database of student papers that 
grows with each submission. The instructor submits your texts to Turnitin at his 
discretion. Student found guilty of plagiarism will receive a failing grade for the 
entire course and may incur additional penalties.  
 
In particular, weekly postings must be original. To ensure originality, students 
are not able to view classmates’ posts before they have themselves posted in the 
Discussion Board. Students are also not able to edit their postings after having 
posted it in the Discussion Board. It is strongly recommended that you 
compose your post in a word processing file, review it there for content 
and style and only then paste the final product in the Discussion Board. 
 
Quizzes are individual exercises with open access to the materials but limited 
time to answer the questions.  
 
Consult the UCF Academic Integrity Flyer in Webcourses under Files under 
Assigned Readings for more details.  
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INR 3016: Department of Political Science 


COURSE SYLLABUS 


*Course is Online Only* 
 


Webcourses@UCF will be used as the medium for all aspects of this course. 
 


 
Welcome! 


 
 


I am your instructor Michael Mousseau. John Stuart Mill summarizes my teaching philosophy perfectly: 


"Good learning," to paraphrase him in On Liberty, "is the search for truth; it is about confronting new ideas, 


exposing dogmas, forcing people to challenge themselves and confront their own biases" 


(http://talkingpointsmemo.com/cafe/higher­education­following­k­12­failed­policy 


(http://talkingpointsmemo.com/cafe/higher­education­following­k­12­failed­policy)       ). 


I therefore embrace challenges and critical thinking. Having a perpetually­open mind is the hallmark of a 


good life, and essential for a good student. You must be prepared to have many of your starting assumptions 


and worldviews challenged in this course. Relish the challenge! 


Because I care about learning rather than the ability to memorize facts, I assess your progress with open­ 


book exam questions largely aimed at testing your understanding of the subject matter. Those who prepare 


by memorizing the material rather than understanding it will not succeed in this course. If you are 


not comfortable with my approach, do not take this class! But if you want to genuinely learn about the world, 


and gain knowledge and insight for a lifetime, then you have come to the right place. 


Send me an email or see me if any issue arises. I hope you have as much fun in this class as I always do. 
 
 
 
  



http://talkingpointsmemo.com/cafe/higher-education-following-k-12-failed-policy

http://talkingpointsmemo.com/cafe/higher-education-following-k-12-failed-policy
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INR 3016: Department of Political Science 


 *Course is Online Only* 


Webcourses@UCF will be used as the medium for all aspects of this course. 


  


Evaluation 


Four Quizzes (80%) 


 Debate (10%) 


  Term Paper (10%) 


 


 *To Start the Course* 


You must first read my Introduction and Syllabus  


and then go here to take the academic activity assessment  


no later than the first Friday after classes begin 


 


E-Office Hours: I usually respond within 24 hours  


 


  



https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1259891/pages/how-to-do-well-on-the-quizzes-74-percent

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1259891/pages/how-to-do-well-in-the-debate-6-percent

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1259891/pages/how-to-do-well-on-the-term-paper-20-percent

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1259891/assignments/5203346

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1202521/assignments/4613434

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1202521/assignments/4613434
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Module 1: How the World Works 


  


*Please Note for all Presentations Through the Semester: 


1. They have audio content. 


2. They are frequently misnamed and misnumbered, due to their original construction for prior courses. 


Just ignore these errors.  


3. They may contain references, particularly at the start of the presentations, to organizational and 


other matters that do not pertain to our present organization, such as "weeks" rather than modules; or 


"starter quiz". Just ignore these. 


  


Presentations For Module 1 & Quiz 1: 


Instructor's Presentation Part 1 (65 min.) here (in video) and here (in PDF) 


Instructor's Presentation Part 2 (122 min.) here (in video) and here (in PDF)  


Instructor's Presentation Part 3 (29 min.)  here (in video) and here (in PDF) 


Instructor's Presentation Part 4 (76 min.) here (in video) and here (in PDF)  


Instructor's Presentation Part 5 (68 min.) here  (in video) and here  (in PDF) 


Instructor's Presentation Part 6 (85 min.) here (in video) and here (in PDF) 


  


Readings 


 Stafford, Five Secrets to Revising That Can Boost Your Grades ,The Guardian, January 8, 2014. 


 Beauchamp, “5 Reasons Why 2013 Was The Best Year In Human History ”, ThinkProgress, December 11, 


2013. 


 Ladenburg, “Drago Doctrine and Roosevelt Corollary ”. Digital History. Which of the three 


theories, defense, economics, or idealism best explain the U.S. actions? Why? 


 Rosenberg, "WWI, Wilsonianism, and Challenges to US Empire ". Argues the US is imperialist. As you read, 


try to determine if his various claims that the U.S. sought unequal economic gains in its interventions, as 


defined in the debate, are actually suppported with evidence. If not, think about why not.  



https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1259891/files/61749159/download?wrap=1
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Module 1: Instructor's Sense of the Readings 


  


Debate: Is the U.S. an Imperial Power?. Note: You must contribute by Tuesday at 11:59 pm for full 


credit. This way others may have a chance to respond to your contribution. Before 


starting, you must read How to Do Well in the Debate (6%). 


  


Module Quiz #1 is open 24 hours from 12:01 AM to 11:59 PM. 


  


If interested in exploring more: 


 Adam Watson, The Evolution of International Society: A Comparative Historical Analysis (London 


and New York, Routledge, 1992). Especially chapters 13 to 21 on the changes in Europe from the 


medieval period through the nineteenth century. 


 Benn Steil, The Battle of Bretton Woods: John Maynard Keynes, Harry Dexter White, and the Making 


of a New World Order (Princeton University Press, 2013). Narrative describes how the blueprint for 


the post-World War II economic order was drawn. 


 Dean Acheson, Present at the Creation: My Years in the State Department(W.W. Norton & Co. 1987 


[1969]). Memoir covers in detail the goals and perspectives of key US foreign policy decisions made 


at the start of the Cold War. 


 William Appleman Williams, The Tragedy of American Diplomacy (W. W. Norton 2009[1959]). This 


classic work documents how the core aim of US foreign policy is the search for markets. 


 Watch: 


http://www.viralforest.com/watch-1000-years-european-borders-change/ (Links to an external site.)Links 


to an external site. 


http://www.openculture.com/2014/07/every-day-of-wwi-in-a-6-minute-time-lapse-film.html (Links to an 


external site.)Links to an external site. 


  


  



https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1259891/pages/module-1-instructors-sense-of-the-readings

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1259891/discussion_topics/4429774

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1259891/pages/how-to-do-well-in-the-debate-5-percent

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1259891/quizzes/1610235

http://www.viralforest.com/watch-1000-years-european-borders-change/

http://www.viralforest.com/watch-1000-years-european-borders-change/

http://www.openculture.com/2014/07/every-day-of-wwi-in-a-6-minute-time-lapse-film.html

http://www.openculture.com/2014/07/every-day-of-wwi-in-a-6-minute-time-lapse-film.html
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Module 2: Issues Global Political 


Economy 


  


 (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site. 


Module Quiz #2 is open 24 hours 12:01 AM to 11:59 PM 


Instructor's Presentation (42 min.) here  (in video) and here (in PDF) 


Readings 


 "US Trade Policy," Global Issues 2014 edition, chapter 7  


 "Booming Africa," Global Issues 2014 edition, chapter 9   


 "Euro Crisis," Global Issues 2014 edition, chapter 10  


 "Global Hunger," Global Issues 2015 edition, chapter 16  


 Stiglitz, Making Globalization Work, chapters 1-5 & 7-10.  


Smaller News Articles. Read *after* the above. These are intended to update the issues and encourage 


you to apply and think about the structure you learned in the course materials. Note that these are 


subject to change up to the start date of the module (that is, up to the date of the prior quiz). 


 Tavernise, "Tobacco Firms’ Tactics Limit Tobacco Firms’ Tactics Limit Poorer Nations’ Smoking Laws ," New 


York Times, December 13, 2013. 


 Editorial, “Trade Wars in Congress - NYTimes ,” New York Times Sunday Review, May 12, 2015. 


 Yglesias, "Iceland put bankers in jail rather than bailing them out — and it worked,"  Vox.com, June 9, 


2015. 


 Nixon and Davenport, "Environmentalists Praise Wildlife Measures in Trans-Pacific Trade Pact ," New York 


Times, October 5, 2015. 


 Bradsher and Pollack, "What Changes Lie Ahead From the Trans-Pacific Partnership Pact ," New York 


Times, October 5, 2015. 


 Calmes, "In Pacific Trade Deal, Vietnam Agrees to U.S. Terms on Labor Rights ," New York Times, 


November 5, 2015. 


 Ostry, Loungani, and Furceri, "IMF Report Neoliberalism Oversold ",Finance & Development, June 2016. 


 Shane, "Panama Papers Reveal Wide Use of Shell Companies by African Officials ," New York Times, July 


25, 2016. 



https://www.facebook.com/Airplane9/videos/843326239109329/?fref=nf

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1259891/quizzes/1610239
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https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1259891/files/61749193/download?wrap=1

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1259891/files/61749194/download?wrap=1

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1259891/files/61749196/download?wrap=1

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1259891/files/61749198/download

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1259891/files/61749200/download

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1259891/files/61749175/download?wrap=1

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1259891/files/61749237/download?wrap=1

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1259891/files/61749237/download?wrap=1

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1259891/files/61749158/download

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1259891/files/61749158/download

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1259891/files/61749190/download?wrap=1

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1259891/files/61749157/download

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1259891/files/61749157/download

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1259891/files/61749190/download?wrap=1

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1259891/files/61749189/download

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1259891/files/61749189/download

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1259891/files/61749189/download

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1259891/files/61749190/download?wrap=1

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1259891/files/61749190/download?wrap=1
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https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1259891/files/61749200/download





 


 6/6 


 


 


Watch 


The Big Short (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.  


Watch the full movie, not just the trailer. Producers: Brad Pitt, Dede Gardner, Jeremy Kleiner, Arnon 


Milchan 


How the Euro Caused the Greek Crisis (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.   


 


Module 2 - Part I: Instructor's Sense of the Readings 


 


Module 3: The Middle East, Islamist 


Terrorism, and Weapons Proliferation 


  


*Important to Note: 


1. This module has three parts. 


2. All the readings not in Stiglitz or Global Issues are subject to change up to the start date of the 


module (that is, up to the date of the prior quiz). 


  


Module Quiz #3 is open 24 hours from 12:01 AM to 11:59 PM. 


  


Part I: The Arab-Israeli Conflict and the Vexing Middle East 


Instructor's Presentation Part 1 (45 min.) here  (in video) and here  (in PDF) 


Readings 


 "Israel and the Arabs ," Global Issues 2014 edition chapter 2. 



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vgqG3ITMv1Q

https://www.facebook.com/ezraklein/videos/10153482082448410/?pnref=story

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1259891/pages/module-2-instructors-sense-of-the-readings

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1259891/quizzes/1610241

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1259891/files/61749074/download?wrap=1

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1259891/files/61749256/download?wrap=1

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1259891/files/61749098/download

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vgqG3ITMv1Q

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1259891/files/61749074/download?wrap=1

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1259891/files/61749256/download?wrap=1

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1259891/files/61749256/download?wrap=1

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1259891/files/61749098/download

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1259891/files/61749098/download
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 Krauss, “New Balance of Power, ” New York Times, April 22, 2015. 


 Nawaja, "Israel, Don’t Level My Village, ” New York Times, July 23, 2015. 


 Editorial, "Is Israel Abandoning a Two-State Solution ,” New York Times, December 28, 2016. 


 Fisher, "The Two-State Solution: What It Is and Why It Hasn’t Happened ,” New York Times, December 29, 


2016. 


Module 3 - Part I: Instructor's Sense of the Readings 


  


Part II: Islamist Terrorism 


Instructor's Presentation Part 2 (22 min.) here  (in video) and here (in PDF) 


Readings 


 "Islamist Terrorism," in Global Issues 2014 edition chapter 6. In two parts here  and here . 


 "Assessing the Threat from al Qaeda", Global Issues edition 2015, chapter 5. 


 Gall, "Ally, Enemy or Both? Saudi Arabia’s Many Roles in Afghanistan ," New York Times, December 6, 2016. 


 Orton, "How Saddam Hussein Gave Us ISIS ," New York Times, December 23, 2015. 


 Fisher, "How the Iranian-Saudi Proxy Struggle Tore Apart the Middle East ," New York Times, November 19, 


2016. 


 Hubbard, "A Saudi Morals Enforcer Called for a More Liberal Islam. Then the Death Threats Began ," New York 


Times, July 10, 2016. 


 Kristof, "The Terrorists the Saudis Cultivate in Peaceful Countries ," New York Times, July 2, 2016. 


 Zarif, "Let Us Rid the World of Wahhabism ," New York Times, Sept. 13, 2016. 


Watch 


 Syria's War: A Five Minute History (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.  


 What Everyone wants in Syria in One Slide   


 The myth of a Sunni-Shia war (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site. 


 A More Complex Map of Sunnis and Shiites (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site. 


Module 3 - Part II: Instructor's Sense of the Readings 


  


Part III: The Proliferation of Weapons of Mass Destruction 


Instructor's Presentation Part 3 (56 min) here (in video) and here (in PDF) 


Readings 


 "Chemical and Biological Weapons ," Global Issues 2014 edition chapter 1 



https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1259891/files/61749258/download?wrap=1

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1259891/files/61749259/download?wrap=1

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1259891/files/61749251/download?wrap=1

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1259891/files/61749253/download?wrap=1

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1259891/pages/module-3-part-i-instructors-sense-of-the-readings

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1259891/files/61749230/download?wrap=1

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1259891/files/61749260/download?wrap=1

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1259891/files/61749169/download?wrap=1

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1259891/files/61749101/download?wrap=1

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1259891/files/61749170/download?wrap=1

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1259891/files/61749254/download?wrap=1

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1259891/files/61749262/download?wrap=1

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1259891/files/61749060/download?wrap=1

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1259891/files/61749103/download?wrap=1

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1259891/files/61749091/download?wrap=1

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1259891/files/61749277/download?wrap=1

https://www.facebook.com/Vox/videos/446925385495069/

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1259891/files/61749144/download?wrap=1

https://www.facebook.com/AJUpFront/videos/vb.1451541335154532/1478347505807248/?type=2&theater

http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2016/01/04/world/middleeast/sunni-shiite-map-middle-east-iran-saudi-arabia.html

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1259891/pages/module-3-part-ii-instructors-sense-of-the-readings

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1259891/files/61749185/download?wrap=1

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1259891/files/61749261/download?wrap=1

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1259891/files/61749264/download

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1259891/files/61749258/download?wrap=1

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1259891/files/61749258/download?wrap=1

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1259891/files/61749259/download?wrap=1

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1259891/files/61749259/download?wrap=1

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1259891/files/61749251/download?wrap=1

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1259891/files/61749251/download?wrap=1

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1259891/files/61749253/download?wrap=1

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1259891/files/61749253/download?wrap=1

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1259891/files/61749230/download?wrap=1

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1259891/files/61749260/download?wrap=1

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1259891/files/61749260/download?wrap=1

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1259891/files/61749169/download?wrap=1

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1259891/files/61749169/download?wrap=1

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1259891/files/61749101/download?wrap=1

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1259891/files/61749101/download?wrap=1

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1259891/files/61749170/download?wrap=1

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1259891/files/61749170/download?wrap=1

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1259891/files/61749254/download?wrap=1

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1259891/files/61749254/download?wrap=1

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1259891/files/61749262/download?wrap=1

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1259891/files/61749262/download?wrap=1

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1259891/files/61749060/download?wrap=1

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1259891/files/61749060/download?wrap=1
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https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1259891/files/61749091/download?wrap=1
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https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1259891/files/61749261/download?wrap=1
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 Rosenberg and Hubbard, "Middle East Allies See Heightened Peril in Newly Empowered Tehran ," New York 


Times, July 14, 2015. 


 Kaplan, "The Real Reason Israel, Saudi Arabia, and Neocons Hate the Iran Deal, ” New York Times, July 14, 


2015. 


Module 3 - Part III: Instructor's Sense of the Readings 


  


Module 4: Great Power Relations, 


Climate Change, and Human Rights 


  


*Important to Note: 


1. This module has three parts. 


2. All the readings not in Stiglitz or Global Issues are subject to change up to the start date of the 


module (that is, up to the date of the prior quiz). 


  


Module Quiz #4 is open 24 hours from 12:01 AM to 11:59 PM. 


  


Part I: Great Power Relations 


 "Resurgent Russia", Global Issues edition 2015, chapter 8 . 


 "US Global Engagement", Global Issues edition 2015, chapter 12 . 


 Krauss and Bradsher, "China’s Global Ambitions ," July 24, 2015. 


 Einhorn, Fairfield, and Wallace, "Russia Rearms for a New Era (Links to an external site.)Links to an external 


site.," New York Times, December 24, 2015. 


 Andrew Foxall, “Why Putin Loves Brexit ”, New York Times, July 13, 2016. 


 Neil Macfarquhar, “A Powerful Russian Weapon: The Spread of False Stories ”, New York Times, Aug. 28, 


2016. 


 Andrew Higgins, “In Expanding Russian Influence, Faith Combines With Firepower ”, New York Times, Sept. 


13, 2016. 


 Editorial, "Vladimir Putin’s Outlaw State ," New York Times, Sept. 29, 2016. 
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 David E. Sanger and Charlie Savage, “U.S. Says Russia Directed Hacks to Influence Elections ”, New York 


Times, Oct. 7, 2016. 


 David E. Sanger and Nicole Perlroth, “What Options Does the U.S. Have After Accusing Russia of Hacks?


”, New York Times, Oct. 8, 2016.  


 Broad and Sanger, "Race for Latest Class of Nuclear Arms Threatens to Revive Cold War ”, New York 


Times, April 16, 2016.  


 Gorden, "Russia Is Moving Ahead With Missile Program That Violates Treaty, U.S ”, New York Times, Oct. 


19, 2016.  


 Higgins, "Russia Intent on Unsettling EU ”, New York Times, Dec. 24, 2016.  


 Sanger, "Obama Strikes Back at Russia for Election Hacking ”, New York Times, Dec. 29, 2016.  


 Schmitt, "US Lending Support to Baltic States Fearing Russia ”, New York Times, Jan. 1, 2017.  


 Sang-Hun, "China Suspends All Coal Imports From North Korea ”,New York Times, Feb. 18, 2017. 


 Perlez, "Rex Tillerson and Xi Jinping Meet in China and Emphasize Cooperation ”, New York Times, March 


19, 2017.  


Module 4 - Part I: Instructor's Sense of the Readings 


  


Part II: Climate Change 


 "Vanishing Biodiversity", Global Issues edition 2013, chapter 16 . 


 Stiglitz, Making Globalization Work, chapter 6. 


 Gillis, “Panel’s Warning on Climate Risk: Worst Is Yet to Come ,” New York Times, March 31, 2014. 


 Milbank, “Climate-change Deniers are in Retreat ”, The Washington Post, April 6, 2015. 


 Krugman, “Salvation Gets Cheap ,” New York Times, April 17, 2014. 


 Carrington and Davies, “US Taxpayers Subsidising World's Biggest Fossil Fuel Companies ,” The Guardian, 


May 14, 2015. 


 Carrington, "Fossil Fuels Subsidised by $10m a Minute, says IMF ,"The Guardian, May 18, 2015. 


 Union of Concerned Scientists, "The Climate Deception Dossiers ", July 14, 2015.  


 Davenport and Harris, "Obama to Unviel Tougher Climate Plan ,"New York Times, August 2, 2015. 


 Oreskes, "Exxon’s Climate Concealment ," New York Times, October 9, 2015. 


 Gillis, "A Path for Climate Change, Beyond Paris ," New York Times, December 1, 2015. 


 Gertner, "The Secrets in Greenland’s Ice Sheet ," New York Times, November 12, 2015. 


 Gillis, "Short Answers to Hard Questions About Climate Change (Links to an external site.)Links to an external 


site.," New York Times, November 28, 2015. 


 Randall, “While You Were Getting Worked Up Over Oil Prices, This Just Happened to Solar ,” Bloomberg, 


October 29, 2014. 
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 Gillis, “New Report Urges Western Governments to Reconsider Reliance on Biofuels ,” New York Times, 


January 28, 2015. 


 Holthaus, "Earth's Most Famous Climate Scientist Issues Bombshell Sea Level Warning ," The Slatest, July 


20, 2015. 


 Bradsher, "The Paris Agreement on Climate Change Is Official. Now What? ,” New York Times, 


November 4, 2016. 


 Webber, "The Coal Industry Isn’t Coming Back ” New York Times, November 15, 2016. 


 Davenport, "Diplomats Confront New Threat to Paris Climate Pact_ Donald Trump ,” New York Times, 


November 18, 2016. 


 Biggers, "Cities and States Lead on Climate Change ,” New York Times, November 30, 2016. 


  


Watch 


Cowspiracy: The Sustainability Secret (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.


by Filmmakers Kip Andersen and Keegan Kuhn address the effects of cattle on the 


environment. Watch the full movie, not just the trailer. 


Module 4 - Part II: Instructor's Sense of the Materials 


If interested in exploring more: 


 Daniel Yergin, The Quest: Energy, Security, and the Remaking of the Modern World (Penguin Press, 2011). 


This bestselling book by Pulitzer- prize-winning author Daniel Yergin describes the development of the 


current energy system and the prospects for the future. 


  


Part III: Human Rights 


 "Women's Rights", Global Issues edition 2013, chapter 14 . 


 "Human Trafficking", Global Issues edition 2013, chapter 15 . 


 Savage, "A Debate Over How Long Democracy Can Wage Battles in Shadows ,” New York Times, May 15, 


2015. 


 Guozhen, "China vs. Its Human Rights Lawyers ," New York Times, July 31, 2015. 


 Rubin, "Flawed Justice After a Mob Killed an Afghan Woman ," New York Times, December 26, 2015. 


 Olson, "Study Finds Only Modest Gains by Women and Minorities on Fortune 500 Boards ," New York 


Times, Feb. 5, 2017. 
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Module 4 - Part III: Instructor's Sense of the Readings 


 
 


University Course Catalog Description. Current global political topics from political development and 


income gap to gender issues and environmental challenges. 


Course Overview. Topics include how the world works, global inequality, conflict in the Middle East, Islamist 


terrorism, the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, climate change, terrorism and anti­Americanism, 


global warming, great power relations, and human rights. 


 


Course Objectives. Achieve an accurate and in­depth understanding of global political issues. By the end 


of this course students will be able to think logically and knowledgeably regarding global social and 


economic processes and research and write on global political issues. 


Course Prerequisites. POS 2041 (American National Government) or C.I. 


Course Credits. 3 hours. 


Required Text: Joseph E. Stiglitz. 2007. Making Globalization Work. W. W. Norton & Company. . 


 
Evaluation: 


 


 Debate, 10% 


 Paper, 10% 


 Four quizzes, open­book essays, one for each module, 20% each, 80% 


 
Course Policies: 


Technical Resources 


UCF’s Learning Online (http://learn.ucf.edu/) website provides information about Support Services 


(http://learn.ucf.edu/support/support­services/) and resources available for distance learners (e.g., UCF 


Service Desk, UCF Computer Store, and campus computer labs). 


Online@UCF Support (http://learn.ucf.edu/support/) provides technical support for students taking 


online courses at UCF. 


Knights Online (http://learn.ucf.edu/knights­online/) : Resources specific for online students including 


Webcourses@UCF tutorials. 


Notifications 
 


Each semester, review your Notification settings to make sure you receive course information in a timely 


manner. Use this notification guide (http://guides.instructure.com/s/2204/m/4144/l/45879­how­do­i­change­ 


my­notification­preferences­in­canvas)  to make adjustments. 


Interaction Guidelines 
 


Many of the "rules of the road" that apply to conversations also apply to the use of interactive tools used in 


this course. Use the following conventions when interacting with the instructor and fellow students: 



https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1259891/pages/module-4-part-iii-instructors-sense-of-the-readings

http://learn.ucf.edu/support/support-services/

http://learn.ucf.edu/support/support-services/

http://learn.ucf.edu/support/

http://learn.ucf.edu/knights-online/

http://guides.instructure.com/s/2204/m/4144/l/45879-how-do-i-change-my-notification-preferences-in-canvas

http://guides.instructure.com/s/2204/m/4144/l/45879-how-do-i-change-my-notification-preferences-in-canvas
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1. While using synchronous tools, such as chat and conferences, be located in a quiet, private 


environment. This will help you stay clear of disturbances. 


2. If you want to send a personal message to the instructor or to another student, use conversations rather 


than the discussions (see Conversations). 


3. Be patient. Don’t expect an immediate response when you post to a discussion. 


4. Respect each other’s ideas, feelings and experience. 


5. Be courteous and considerate. It is important to be honest and to express yourself freely, but being 


considerate of others is just as important and expected online, as it is in the classroom. 


6. Explore disagreements and support assertions with data and evidence. 


7. Be sure to post discussions in the appropriate discussion topic. 


8. Do not use postings such as "I agree," "I don’t know either," "Who cares," or "ditto." They do not add to 


the discussion, take up space on the Discussions, and will not be counted for assignment credit. 


9. Avoid posting large blocks of text. If you must, break them into paragraphs and use a space between 


paragraphs. 


10. During a discussion assignment, deadlines for posting to and replying will be specified with each 


assignment. It is a good practice to always check the discussions tool multiple times during the week. 


Viruses and Redundancy 
 


A virus can spell disaster. Your use of a reputable anti­virus program is a requirement for participation in this 


course. AVG (http://free.avg.com/us­en/homepage)  is a great, free antivirus program. Malwarebytes 


(http://www.malwarebytes.org/)  is a great anti­malware program 


Back up your files using Microsoft Skydrive 


(https://publishing.ucf.edu/sites/itr/cst/Documents/service%20desk/Knights%20Email%20­ 


%20Outlook%20Web%20App%20­%20Sky%20Drive.pdf) through Knightsmail. Technical issues can and will 


happen. These problems do occur and are really inconvenient, however, they are not a valid excuse for 


failing to get your work in on time. Store your documents using skydrive to minimize the impact of such 


events. 


Make­up Exam Policy. Make­ups exams are given only with exceptional and documented circumstances. 
 


Grade Dissemination. Graded tests and materials in this course will be returned individually only by 


request. You can access your scores at any time using the Grade Book function of Canvas. Please note that 


scores returned mid­semester are unofficial grades. 


Grading Scale (%) 
 


95­100  A 


90­94 A­ 


87­89 B+ 


84­86 B 


80­83 B­ 


77­79 C+ 


74­76 C 


70­73 C­ 



http://www.malwarebytes.org/

http://www.malwarebytes.org/

http://www.malwarebytes.org/

https://publishing.ucf.edu/sites/itr/cst/Documents/service%20desk/Knights%20Email%20-%20Outlook%20Web%20App%20-%20Sky%20Drive.pdf

https://publishing.ucf.edu/sites/itr/cst/Documents/service%20desk/Knights%20Email%20-%20Outlook%20Web%20App%20-%20Sky%20Drive.pdf

https://publishing.ucf.edu/sites/itr/cst/Documents/service%20desk/Knights%20Email%20-%20Outlook%20Web%20App%20-%20Sky%20Drive.pdf
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67­69 D+ 


64­66 D 


60­63 D­ 


0 ­ 59   F 
 
 
 


Late Work Policy. Late papers accrue penalties of 1% grade reduction after the first hour, 3% after six 


hours, and 5% up to 24 hours. No papers are accepted after 24 hours. 


Extra Credit Policy. To be fair to everyone, there is no extra credit available. 
 


Incompletes. The current university policy concerning incomplete grades will be followed in this course. 


Incomplete grades are given only in situations where unexpected emergencies prevent a student from 


completing the course and the remaining work can be completed the next semester. Your instructor is the 


final authority on whether you qualify for an incomplete. Incomplete work must be finished by the end of the 


subsequent semester or the “I” will automatically be recorded as an “F” on your transcript. 


Curve Policy. No curve. You are competing only with yourself. 
 


Communication with Instructor Policy. In this class our official mode of communication is through email 


located inside Canvas. All communication between student and instructor and between student and student 


should be respectful and professional. It is the student's responsibility to check the "coursemail" tool 


frequently. You may also wish to create a Knight's Email account at www.knightsemail.ucf.edu for separate 


official communication from the university. 


Course Accessibility Statement. It is my goal that this class be an accessible and welcoming experience 


for all students, including those with disabilities that may impact learning in this class. If anyone believes the 


design of this course poses barriers to effectively participating and/or demonstrating learning in this course, 


please meet with me (with or without a Student Disability Services (SDS) accommodation letter) to discuss 


reasonable options or adjustments. During our discussion, I may suggest the possibility/necessity of your 


contacting SDS (Ferrell Commons 185; 407­823­2371; sds@ucf.edu) to talk about academic 


accommodations. You are welcome to talk to me at any point in the semester about course design concerns, 


but it is always best if we can talk at least one week prior to the need for any modifications. 


UCF Creed. Integrity, scholarship, community, creativity, and excellence are the core values that guide our 


conduct, performance, and decisions. 


Embrace Diversity. The University of Central Florida recognizes that our individual differences can deepen 


our understanding of one another and the world around us, rather than divide us. In this class, people of all 


ethnicities, genders and gender identities, religions, ages, sexual orientations, disabilities, socioeconomic 


backgrounds, regions, and nationalities are strongly encouraged to share their rich array of perspectives and 


experiences. If you feel your differences may in some way isolate you from UCF's community or if you have a 


need of any specific accommodations, please speak with the instructor early in the semester about your 


concerns and what we can do together to help you become an active and engaged member of our class and 


community. 



http://www.knightsemail.ucf.edu/
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Ethics statement. As reflected in the UCF creed, integrity and scholarship are core values that should 


guide our conduct and decisions as members of the UCF community. Plagiarism and cheating contradict 


these values, and so are very serious academic offenses. Penalties can include a failing grade in an 


assignment or in the course, or suspension or expulsion from the university. Students are expected to 


familiarize themselves with and follow the University’s Rules of Conduct (see http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/). 


For more information about UCF's Rules of Conduct, see http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/. 


 


Academic Integrity/Plagiarism. Many incidents of plagiarism result from students’ lack of understanding 


about what constitutes plagiarism. However, you are expected to familiarize yourself with UCF’s policy on 


plagiarism. All work you submit must be your own scholarly and creative efforts. UCF’s Golden Rule defines 


plagiarism as follows: “whereby another’s work is used or appropriated without any indication of the source, 


thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s own.” In other words, don't 


cheat by giving answers to others or taking them from anyone else. I will also adhere to the highest 


standards of academic integrity, so please do not ask me to change (or expect me to change) your grade 


illegitimately or to bend or break rules for one person that will not apply to everyone. 


UCF Cares. During your UCF career, you may experience challenges including struggles with academics, 


finances, or your personal well­being. UCF has a multitude of resources available to all students. Please 


visit UCFCares.com if you are seeking resources and support, or if you are worried about a friend or 


classmate. Free services and information are included for a variety of student concerns, including but not 


limited to alcohol use, bias incidents, mental health concerns, and financial challenges. You can also e­mail 


ucfcares@ucf.edu with questions or for additional assistance. You can reach a UCF Cares staff member 


between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. by calling 407­823­5607. If you are in immediate distress, please call Counseling 


and Psychological Services to speak directly with a counselor 24/7 at 407­823­2811, or please call 911. 


Religious Observances. Students are expected to notify their instructor in advance if they intend to miss a 


quiz, the midterm exam, or the paper due date to observe a holy day of their religious faith. For a list of the 


major religious holidays in a number of faiths contact the Office of Diversity Initiatives at 407­823­6479. 


Deployed Active Duty Military Students. If you are a deployed active duty military student and feel that 


you may need a special accommodation due to that unique status, please contact your instructor to discuss 


your circumstances 


 
 



http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/)

http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/

mailto:ucfcares@ucf.edu





 


 15/
6 


 


 


How To Do Well On The Term Paper 


20 Percent 


Term Paper Outline .pdf  
Your task on the term paper is to answer one of the questions below, drawing on material (research) beyond that 


assigned in class. Begin by introducing the issue, followed by an overview of the historical context, followed by the 


arguments of various sides. You need not conclude with your own opinion, or explicitly develop a thesis, but a well-


written paper usually has some unifying theme which links the front and back ends. Expected length is 2000 


(minimum) to 3,000 (maximum) words, excluding the bibliography. 


Security Issues 


 Should we fear a rising China? 


 Should we fear Russia? 


 Should the US be doing more to protect Ukraine from Russia? 


 Should the US be doing more to contain or destroy ISIS? 


 Was the nuclear deal with Iran a good idea? 


 Should the US reduce economic and military aid to Israel? 


 Is Israel right to attack Gaza to stop Hamas rocket attacks? 


 What is preventing peace in the Middle East? 


 Should the U.S. send ground trrops to fight ISIS? 


 Should the U.S. reduce its ties with Saudi Arabia?  


Economic Issues 


 Are US bilateral trade agreements imperial? Use the definition of imperialism as meant in the class debate. 


 Should there be international law regulating multi-national corporations? 


 Should there be international law limiting the size of multi-national corporations? 


 Should the US increase/decrease its foreign aid? 


 As a global currency should the IMF replace the dollar with an international currency?  


Environmental Issues 


 What would be better, a global tax on carbon or a global regime of cap-and-trade? 


 Do lower trade barriers harm the environment? 


 Should there be a global environmental standard enforced by the WTO? 


Human Rights Issues 



https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1259891/files/61749279/download?wrap=1

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1259891/files/61749279/download?wrap=1

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1259891/files/61749279/download?wrap=1
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 Is there enough protection for women’s rights in international human rights law? 


 Is there enough protection for gay and lesbian rights in international human rights law? 


 Does the war on terror require us to give up some of our rights? 


 Is the US use of “enhanced interrogation methods”, otherwise known as torture, justified? 


 Does US detention without trial of suspected terrorists in Guantanamo Bay violate international law? 


Choose whatever topic you want: it is ok if another student is doing the same topic (though papers on common 


topics will be scrutinized for similarities). You can also feel free to develop your own paper topic, but if you do so I 


must approve itbefore you proceed.  


Balanced Analysis. Be sure to construct a balanced analysis, meaning one that tries to present all sides of the issue. 


Balanced does not mean treating everyone as equally right: science and evidence resolves factual issues, and someone 


who has a fact wrong must be called on it (e.g., the claim that humans do not cause global warming is largely not 


justified in light of evidence). In addition, theories that lack empirical support, but are widely believed and advocated, 


are really myths and should be treated as such rather than scientific views (e.g., the Laffer Curve, the claim that lower 


taxes causes economic growth and results in no loss of tax revenue).   


Sources. Use the library! Best sources are academic journals; for documented facts newspapers are fine. Book sources, 


weeklies, and other less-academic sources are less reliable but doable. Note that if an important factual claim is not 


primary sourced (meaning a newspaper article or government document is cited), then the writer may be merely 


citing somebody else who is making the statement of fact, and that secondary source could be making things up. So 


if the factual claim is highly crucial and controversial, you will need to look up the secondary source and see if that 


source cites a primary source for the claim, and keep going until you reach a primary source or a dead end. I did this 


once and established that there is no evidence for the US government carrying out a military coup in Bolivia in the 


1960s, even as there are a lot of people citing each other as sources claiming it happened.  


  


Paper Grading Rubric  


1. Structure. Including proper use of section headings (introduction, background, arguments, conclusion) 


2. Quality of introduction? 


3. Quality of historical overview? 


4. Quality of research beyond the class readings? 


5. Quality of conclusion? 


6. Coverage of all major sides of the issue in a balanced way? 


7. Substantive quality of opposing arguments? 


8. Proper use of citations? 


9. Grammar 


10. Paper rules followed?  


 


**Note: Improper citation indicates plagiarism and can result in a zero grade.  







 


 17/
6 


 


 


Academic integrity is not just about avoiding plagiarism. It includes too: 


1. Proper attribution of work at all levels, with particular emphasis on correct citation of summarized literature and 


quoted material, as well as accurate and professional use of data. For specifics, see the Writing Center's guide.  


2. All material you turn in is to be original work that has not been used in other classes, or appropriated from 


others.  


3. The purpose of citing is less about the getting the commas in the right place of the citation than it is about 


proper intellectual attribution of your sources.  Importantly, citations allow for the reader to be able to easily find 


the exact source, sometimes the exact passage, where you found your information; thus, your citations must be 


complete and systematic. In this course, whenever you use an idea from someone else, you must cite them at that 


point in your essay, and any group of more than 3 words that are not your own must be in quotes or it will be 


considered plagiarism. Unless stated otherwise, all assignments must correctly use a standard citation system (such 


as APA, MLA Chicago, etc.) formatting, correctly identify and use sources and quoted material. Note that citation 


style guides are available at the library website here: http://guides.ucf.edu/?group_id=1813. And, free software that 


helps you manage citations for various styles are found here: http://library.ucf.edu/about/departments/scholarly-


communication/citation-management-tools/. 


The following is an explanation and model for professional APA citation style. 


If I write: “Early on, H.S. Gordon established the classic collective action problem for fisheries, and even today we 


continue to erode the potential rent in almost all fisheries." there should be a citation in the text like below: 


“Early on, H.S. Gordon (1954) established the classic collective action problem for fisheries, and even today we 


continue to erode the potential rent in almost all fisheries." 


And, if you are using a quote from the source, you must also pinpoint the page number of the text it is taken from 


like: 


Gordon warned that, “Common-property natural resources are free goods for the individual and scarce goods for 


society” and they produce no rent (Gordon, 1954, page 135). 


If a quote is more than three sentences on your page, it is reported in a block quote without quotation marks, but 


this is the only exception to using quotation marks when using other people’s words—the quotation marks are the 


crucial mechanism that tells the reader you are using other people’s words. Good writers tend to use quotations 


strategically at important places in their writing for support. The block quote looks like the text below. Note how each 


assertion is supported with a citation and the different conditions, like the use of “Ibid” and the bracketed word “and” 


that indicates it is not part of the quote but an addition from us to make it make sense in context, and the ellipses 


which indicate we have removed part of the text reported. 


________________________________ 



http://uwc.cah.ucf.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/9/2015/04/Plagiarism_and_Misuse.pdf

http://guides.ucf.edu/?group_id=1813

http://library.ucf.edu/about/departments/scholarly-communication/citation-management-tools/

http://library.ucf.edu/about/departments/scholarly-communication/citation-management-tools/
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Early on, H.S. Gordon (1954) established the classic collective action problem for fisheries, and even today we continue 


to erode the potential rent in almost all fisheries.  Gordon warned that, “Common-property natural resources are free 


goods for the individual and scarce goods for society” and they produce no rent (Gordon, 1954, page 135). 


However, Campling, Havice, and Howard (2012) argue that this traditional approach to fisheries as a common 


property problem has inappropriately reduced the political economy of the World Ocean to technicalities that obscure 


these economic relations: 


Assessments of the policy and practice of resource access in this volume suggest that, whether conceptualized around 


capturing ‘maximum sustainable yield’, ecosystem-based management or using fisheries resources for socio-economic 


development, management (and related social–property relations) is a political process that is inextricably bound up 


with processes of capitalist accumulation [and]…that fisheries management (whether coordinated by the state or non-


state entities) is inevitably characterized by unintended (and often uneven) consequences and outcomes (p. 192). 


Further, they warn that access to fisheries is conditioned by political conflict that, “dictate fisheries use patterns and 


their socioeconomic and ecological outcomes” (Ibid). 


_______________________________________________________________ 


Then, at the end of your document there must be a list of sources cited in the text: 


References 


Gordon, H. S. (1954). The Economic Theory of a Common-Property Resource: The Fishery. Journal of Political Economy, 


62(2), 124-142. doi: 10.2307/1825571 


Campling, L., Havice, E., & Howard, P. M. (2012). The Political Economy and Ecology of Capture Fisheries: Market 


Dynamics, Resource Access and Relations of Exploitation and Resistance. Journal of Agrarian Change, 12(2), 177–203. 


  


Paper Rules  


1. Use the above citation procedures. 


2. Your first page should be the title page only and contain each of the following, 


starting at the top and each starting a new line, centered, as follows: 


             The Title In 16-point Font 


                         Your name 


                           The date 


            “Prepared for submission to 


   INR 3016 Global Political Issues, Fall 2015” 


Word count XXXX [excluding the bibliography]  
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3. Turn your paper in using turnitin.com at Canvas. With Turnitin I will receive a report that states if and how another 


author’s work was used in the assignment. For a more detailed look at this process, 


visit http://www.turnitin.com (Links to an external site.Links to an external site. 


4. For heading style, you must use the APSA Style Manual examples on page 12. All good papers are organized into 


sections with primary headings, and maybe subsections with secondary headings, and sometimes even 


subsections of a subsection with tertiary headings. The use of headings is up to the writer; their purpose is to let 


the reader know where they are in the reading (the major sections of the paper should be explained in the 


introduction). To inform the reader where h/she is in a paper, primary, secondary, and tertiary headings should be 


distinguishable. 


5. Do not cite Wikipedia. Instead you should use the library’s extensive resources. If you are not familiar with using 


the library, please ask for assistance from the library's personnel, take workshops provided by the library, or visit 


the library's website (http://library.ucf.edu/). Knowing how to do research is an essential part of a liberal arts 


degree and being a part of this world. 


6. Use 1.15 spacing and 1-inch margins, a standard 12-point font, aligned left. This includes footnotes and the main 


text. 


7. Use 0.3 inch tabs, no space between paragraphs, and do not indent first paragraph after a heading. 


8. Do not leave a heading at the bottom of a page, with the text starting the next page. Just don’t. 


  


  


Writing Tips  


1. Start early in the semester! A good paper is re-drafted multiple times. 


2. A good paper uses multiple sources. 


3. Write in an active prose. For instance, “This paper argues . . .” or “I argue . . “ are far better than “In this paper, I 


will argue. . .” 


4. Do not write as if talking to your instructor. For instance, do not write: “In my literature review, I mainly focus . . .” 


5. Don’t use jargon or catch phrases, like “play the democracy card.” All words and sentences must be universally 


understandable; if they are not then you must explain them. 


6. Avoid rhetorical questions unless you answer them. 


7. All good papers of more than several pages are divided into appropriate sections clearly marked with headings 


and, if appropriate, sub-headings. 


8. The introduction is not a place to fill space and be cute. The purpose of the introduction is to draw interest (why 


does the topic matter?), identify the purpose of the paper and the conclusions drawn, and outline the paper 


structure. 


9. In the conclusion section you should summarize the highlights of your paper. 


10. Most good paragraphs start with a sentence that captures the main point of the paragraph. The rest of the 


paragraph explicates the main point; try to end with a sentence that summarizes it. 


11. Paragraphs over two-hundred and fifty words (excluding footnotes) are often too long. 


12. Make generous use of examples to illustrate your points. Analogies too may be helpful. 



http://www.turnitin.com/
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13. Once you think you have it right, do something else for few days. After that, at your next reading you may be 


amazed at how incomprehensible parts of your paper are. A good paper is re-drafted dozens of times, with some 


gaps in time between some drafts. 


14. You may save time and produce a better paper by first outlining it, and then outlining each section. Then, stick to 


this outline. 


15. The University Writing Center (UWC) offers writing support to UCF students from first-year to graduate in every 


discipline. Trained peer consultants provide help at every stage of the writing process, including understanding 


assignments, researching, drafting, revising, incorporating sources, and learning to proofread and edit. The UWC’s 


purpose is not merely to fix papers or to make better writers, but to teach writers strategies to navigate complex 


situations for writing, both in and outside the University. Consultations are available for individuals and small 


groups. To make the best use of the UWC, visit far enough before your due date to allow yourself time to revise 


after your consultation, browse the writing resources on our website, and arrange a regular weekly appointment if 


you’d like long-term help. You may schedule a 45-minute appointment by phone or by using the TutorTrac 


scheduler on our website; walk-in consultations are also available. In addition, the UWC seeks graduate and 


undergraduate tutors from all majors; contact the UWC to learn more about peer writing consulting and ENC 


4275/5276: Theory & Practice of Tutoring Writing, our three-credit tutor-education course. 
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CPO 4710: Women in Comparative Politics 


Summer 2017 


Instructor Contact 


Instructor: Jonathan Powell Phone: 407-828-2082 
Office: 305D Howard Phillips Hall E-mail: jonathan.powell@ucf.edu 
Office Hours: T 10-12; W 10-12 Skype: jonathanmpowell3 
Teaching Assistant: Josh Lambert Email: joshua.lambert@knights.ucf.edu  


Course Description 


A cross-national perspective on women and politics; how women behave politically in various 
political and economic contexts. 


Prerequisites: ENC 1102, POS 2041, or C.I. 


Credit Hours: 3 


Course Objectives 


• Recognize historical developments associated with women’s access to politics 
• Understand how women’s access to politics has changed over time and space 
• Evaluate major theories of women in comparative politics 
• Develop social science research skills 
• Apply previous scholarly findings to a modern set of countries 
• Produce a high quality academic paper 


Required Text 


Paxton, Pamela, and Melanie Hughes. 2017. Women, Politics, and Power: A Global Perspective. 
3rd Edition. CQ Press. ISBN: 978-1-4833-7699-8. 


Students will also be responsible for other readings, primarily academic journal articles. 


Disclaimer on Course Demands 


This class requires the same total amount of work and effort as a three credit hour class taught 
during the fall or spring semester. The official university policy on workload is as follows: 


A credit hour is an amount of work represented in intended learning outcomes and verified by 
evidence of student achievement that is an institutionally established equivalency that reasonably 
approximates not less than: 



mailto:jonathan.powell@ucf.edu

mailto:joshua.lambert@knights.ucf.edu





a. One hour of classroom or direct faculty instruction and a minimum of two hours of out of 
class student work each week for approximately fifteen weeks for one semester or the 
equivalent amount of work over a different amount of time; or 


b. At least an equivalent amount of work as required in paragraph (a) of this definition for 
academic activities as established by the institution including laboratory work, internships, 
practica, studio work, and other academic work leading to the award of credit hours. 


A three credit hour class in the fall or spring normally requires “a minimum” of three hours per 
week of direct faculty instruction and six to nine hours outside of a classroom environment (or 
the “equivalent” of each of these). Using the lower end of this (six hours outside of the classroom 
or its equivalent per week plus three hours inside the classroom or its equivalent per week), 
equals at least 135 hours of total work over a 15 week semester. The “equivalent amount of 
work” is required over a shorter time period in the summer. A 9-week summer class 
consequently requires “a minimum” of 15 hours per week to reach 135 for the semester. This 
does not vary based on your personal work schedule or how many other classes you are taking. 
By enrolling in this class you are acknowledging that you are prepared to commit 15 hours of 
work each week. 


Missed Assignments/Make-Ups/Extra Credit 


Materials turned in late will be assessed a penalty of 10% for each day past due, beginning at 1 
minute past the announced deadline, up until 48 hours after the due time.  Make up exams will be 
allowed only when the student can document an extraordinary circumstance that can verify they 
were unable to complete it. 


Enrolling in this class indicates you have access to a reliable internet connection and an 
electronic device that meets all system and browser requirements (https://cdl.ucf.edu/learn-
online/what-are-the-technology-requirements/). Technical problems associated with your device 
and connection will not result in extensions or retakes. Extensions due to technical issues will 
only be allowed when UCF IT can verify the problem was on UCF’s end. 


Course Requirements 


The general requirements (and relative worth) can be summarized as follows: 


• Quizzes over syllabus, primer(s), and book chapters 
o 30% of semester grade (12 quizzes, each worth 2.5%) 


• Quizzes over academic articles 
o 15% of semester grade (6 quizzes, each worth 2.5%) 


• Exams  
o 15% of semester grade (2 exams, each worth 7.5%) 


• Short written assignments (5, 5% each) 
o 20% of semester grade (5 assignments, each worth 4%) 


• Research paper 
o 20% of semester grade (1 paper, worth 20%) 



https://cdl.ucf.edu/learn-online/what-are-the-technology-requirements/

https://cdl.ucf.edu/learn-online/what-are-the-technology-requirements/





Assignments, due dates, and their values, are listed below. Assignments are typically due on 
Fridays. Students should be aware that there are usually multiple assignments due each week, 
including written assignments that cannot be done quickly. You are strongly encouraged to 
complete assignments well in advance of the due date/time. 


 Assignment Due Date Value 


W
k 


1 Syllabus Quiz May 19 2.5% 
Social Science Primer Quiz May 19 2.5% 
Chapter 1 Quiz May 19 2.5% 


W
k 


2 


Chapter 2 Quiz May 26 2.5% 
Chapter 3 Quiz May 26 2.5% 
Practice Quiz over article May 26 ----- 
Region & Country 1 - Choice May 26 4% 


W
k 


3 


Chapter 4 Quiz June 2 2.5% 
Chapter 5 Quiz June 2 2.5% 
Article Quiz 1 (1 article) June 2 2.5% 
Region & Country 2 – Culture and Social June 2 4% 


W
k 


4 


Chapter 6 Quiz June 9 2.5% 
Chapter 7 Quiz June 9 2.5% 
Article Quiz 2 (1 article) June 9 2.5% 
Region & Country 3 – Political & Int’l Factors June 9 4% 


W
k 


5 


Chapter 8 Quiz June 16 2.5% 
Chapter 9 Quiz June 16 2.5% 
Article Quiz 3 (1 article) June 16 2.5% 
Region & Country 4 – Making a Difference June 16 4% 


W
k6


 Chapter (pick region) Quiz June 23 2.5% 
Article Quiz 4 (1 article) June 23 2.5% 
Exam 1 (Chapters 1-9 from the book) June 23 7.5% 


W
k7


 Article Quiz 5 (2 articles) June 30 2.5% 
Region & Country 5 – Literature June 30 4% 


W
k8


 Article Quiz 6 (2 articles) July 7 2.5% 
Exam 2 (Region Specialty) July 7 7.5% 


W
k9


 Final Paper July 14 20% 


 


Attendance Policy 


Given this is an online class, physical attendance is not required. However, students should be 
prepared to submit assignments every week of the semester. Assignments are due each week and 
cannot be completed more than a week in advance of the due date. 


 







Evaluation and Grading 


Written assignments will generally be graded by the Thursday 
following the due date. Quizzes will generally be graded by the 
following Tuesday. Each assignment will weighted in 
webcourses, so that your updated semester grade will be 
automatically updated when grades for individual assignments 
are submitted. Missing assignments may be excluded from 
these calculations if a grade of 0 has not been specifically 
added. Students are strongly advised to track their progress on 
their own. 


Communication 


Communication in an online class is very important. The 
instructor is committed to: 


• Providing timely feedback on assignments 
• Holding regularly scheduled office hours (including remotely) 
• Providing weekly course updates, including comments on grades, and reminders of 


upcoming assignments 


Students should be prepared to 


• Correspond directly through webcourses or via their official UCF Knights email account 
(this is required by UCF; messages from other email accounts may be ignored) 


• Include  “CPO 4710” in the subject line of messages (I will prioritize emails I see coming 
from the class 


• Include a salutation and write messages in proper English 


Academic Honesty 


Plagiarism and cheating of any kind on an examination, quiz, or assignment will result at least in 
an "F" for that assignment (and may, depending on the severity of the case, lead to an "F" for the 
entire course) and may be subject to appropriate referral to the Office of Student Conduct for 
further action. See the UCF Golden Rulefor further information. I will assume for this course 
that you will adhere to the academic creed of this University and will maintain the highest 
standards of academic integrity. In other words, don't cheat by giving answers to others or taking 
them from anyone else. I will also adhere to the highest standards of academic integrity, so 
please do not ask me to change (or expect me to change) your grade illegitimately or to bend or 
break rules for one person that will not apply to everyone. 


 


 


Letter Grade Points 
A 93 – 100 points 
A- 90 – 92.99 points 
B+ 87 – 89.99 points 
B 83 – 86.99 points 
B- 80 – 82.99 points 
C+ 77 – 79.99 points 
C 73 – 76.99 points 
C- 70 – 72.99 points 
D+ 67 – 69.99 points 
D 63 – 66.99 points 
D- 60 – 62.99 points 
F 59 and below 



http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/faq#students

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/





Accessibility Statement 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all 
persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students 
with disabilities who need accommodations in this course must contact the professor at the 
beginning of the semester to discuss needed accommodations. No accommodations will be 
provided until the student has met with the professor to request accommodations. Students who 
need accommodations must connect with Student Accessibility Services, Ferrell Commons, 7F, 
Room 185, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting 
accommodations from the professor. 


Copyright 


This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, images, text 
materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use doctrine in order to 
enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, download or distribute these 
items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for this online classroom environment and 
your use only. All copyright materials are credited to the copyright holder. 


Third-Party Software and FERPA 


During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or software 
applications sometimes called third-party software such as a blog or wiki. While some of these 
could be required assignments, you need not make any personally identifying information on a 
public site. Do not post or provide any private information about yourself or your classmates. 
Where appropriate you may use a pseudonym or nickname. Some written assignments posted 
publicly may require personal reflection/comments, but the assignments will not require you to 
disclose any personally identity-sensitive information. If you have any concerns about this, 
please contact your instructor. 



https://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/
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CPO3034 - Politics of Developing Areas 
Anca Turcu  


 


Politics of Developing Areas  
Summer 2017  


Course Information 


Course Name Politics of Developing Areas 


Course ID & Section CPO 3034 DW 59 


Credit Hours 3 


Semester/Year Summer 2017 


Location World Wide Web 


Instructor Contact 


Instructor Dr. Anca Turcu 


Office Online Communication via E-mail and Canvas Chat 


Office Hours  
You may reach me with questions via Canvas or UCF e-mail (see below) 
or may request a chat appointment with me during regular workweek 
hours. See e-mail policy below for response times.  


E-mail 


 Anca.Turcu@ucf.edu 
 You may also e-mail me by using the Canvas e-mail/ messages system. I 


will use that system to send out updates, important messages or 
announcements. If you e-mail me, I will do my best to get back to you 
quickly, but I may take up to 48 hours to respond. Also, please note that I 
do not answer e-mails after business hours or during weekends. At the 
same time, I can only discuss your grades by using Canvas e-mail, but not 
via UCF or Knights e-mail. 



mailto:Anca.Turcu@ucf.edu?subject=CPO3034





Academic and 
Content 
Related 


Questions 


If you have questions about the academic material or class content, do not 
hesitate to contact me! Questions, feedback or comments are all welcome. 
For technical questions please contact Canvas web support. 


Course Description 


This class explores the realities and major characteristics of developing areas, while 
providing an in-depth analysis of causes and consequences of different levels of 
development around the Globe. 


Course Objectives 


On completing this course students will be able to: 


1. Describe the economic, political and institutional factors that cause uneven global 
development. 


2. Analyze the impact of globalization on current economic growth trends of developing 
countries. 


3. Discuss the link between colonialism and underdevelopment. 
4. Comprehend the contemporary debate over programs aimed at attaining sustainable 


development through investment rather than aid. 


Course Materials 


Required Texts  


• Politics and Culture in the Developing World, by Payne, Richard and Jamal Nassar; 
Longman-Pearson, 5th Edition 


• Developing World Annual Editions, by Griffiths, Robert J.; McGraw Hill, 24th Edition  


Note: Political Science is a very dynamic subject matter. Due to ongoing elections and 
unfolding events, material we study is time sensitive and has to be constantly updated with 
the latest developments. This is why it is imperative that students use the textbook 
editions indicated above. Older editions will not provide the most up to date information 
and might negatively affect your answers and your grades. 


Other Materials: Documentaries, Articles and Clips For several modules in this class, 
you will be asked to read additional online articles, watch documentaries, clips and other 
multimedia materials. Some of these articles and clips will be available for free online via 
YouTube, PBS.org, TED Talks and other sources. For others, you might have to use your 
UCF library account. I will provide details about these additional materials in each individual 
“module overview” and provide you with links or a clear indication where you can find the 
material. Not reading these articles or not viewing these clips is not an option, since they 
are a central part of the class. The weekly assignments and quizzes and the final 
assignment will draw on these materials quite extensively.  







Academic Calendar 


Week  Date  Module  Topic(s)  Readings  


Week 
1  


05/15-22  Module 0 
AND 


 Module 1 


 Introduction and class overview 
AND 


 Government, Politics and Culture 


 Syllabus and Introductory 
Materials 


 P& N Ch. 1; Griffiths 1.1 


Week 
2  


05/22- 
05/30 


Module 2  Global Interdependence  P& N Ch. 2; Griffiths 2.9, 
3.5, 3.7 


Week 
3  


05/30-06/ 
05 


Module 3  Religion and Politics  P& N Ch. 3; Griffiths: 4.1,  
4.4, 4.5 


Week 
4  


06/05- 12 Module 4   Nationalism, Colonialism & 
Independence; 


 Global and Domestic Inequalities 


P& N Ch.4, 5; Griffiths: 
1.5, 1.6 


Week 
5  


06/12-19 Module 5   Challenges of Development P& N Ch. 6; Griffiths: 1.2, 
1.3  


Week 
6  


06/19-26 Module 6   Costs of Development P& N Ch. 7; Griffiths: 5.3, 
5.4, 5.7 


Week 
7  


06/26- 
07/03 


Module 7  Women in the Developing World; 
Transitions to Democracy and 
Human Rights 


P& N Ch. 8, 9; Griffiths: 
6.1, 6.2, 6.8  


Week 
8  


07/03-10 Module 8   Political Leadership and State 
Capacity 


 Ethnicity, Ethnic Conflict and 
Conflict Resolution 


P& N Ch. 10, 11; Griffiths: 
3.1, 3.2, 3.4 


Week 
9  


07/10-17 Module 9   Migration; 
 Foreign Relations of the 
Developing Countries 


P& N Ch. 12, 13  


 


 


 


 


 







Due Dates 


Weekly Assignments 


Due every week by Monday evening, at 11:59 PM, EST; with the exception of the 
assignment for week 1, which is due at the same time as the assignment for week 2, 
on Tuesday, May 30th (This due date is on a Tuesday, because Monday, 5/29 is 
Memorial Day).  
 


Final Paper: 
Final Paper requirements will be posted on the class website on 06/26, and will be 
due on Monday, 7/10 at 11:59 PM. See below for submission details. 


Course Requirements 


Weekly Assignments 


Weekly assignments will test your knowledge of material from weekly 
modules, readings and clips or documentaries.  


For weekly assignments you will have the choice between taking a quiz 
(20 multiple choice questions, 20 minutes) OR completing a written 
assignment every week.  


Please only complete one of the two assignments. If you complete both, 
only the quiz will be graded. Make sure that you only click the “quiz” 
tab if you have chosen to take the quiz that week. Clicking the tab to 
only look at quiz questions is not allowed. Once you click on that 
tab, the system will give you a grade for that quiz, even if you have 
only been on that page for only a couple of seconds. In that case, the 
quiz grade will be the only one to count for that week, even if you 
submit a written paper for that week. So please, no ‘peeking’ at 
quizzes! Click the quiz tab only if you have committed to the quiz 
and you are ready to complete it. You will have to answer twenty 
multiple choice or true/ false questions at 5 points each, for 100 points 
total.  


The alternative will be a written assignment which you can read prior to 
submission and which will be made up of some short questions about the 
topic of the week and other instructions. 


I am aware that some students do better with quizzes than written 
answers, or vice versa. This is why I am giving you the choice. But, I 
encourage you to try each one of the two at least once during the 
semester (not both during the same week!). Even if you do not like 
writing, I encourage you to complete at least one weekly written 
assignment, so that you know what to expect and how to go about 







answering a written assignment, given that the final will be very similar to 
such written assignments.  


If you complete all nine weekly assignments, your two lowest assignment 
scores will be dropped at the end of class, leaving you with seven 
assignments worth 10% of your grade each. That is, seven assignments 
will make up 70% of your final grade. If you miss an assignment, or fail to 
submit it on time, you will automatically be assigned a grade of 0 for that 
assignment. Assignments will be available, with the rest of the content for 
each module, on the Monday of each week. Assignments will close each 
week by Monday evening of the following week, at 11:59 PM EST and 
may be completed only once. Please avoid last minute submissions in 
order to avoid technical difficulties.  


The last weekly assignment for the class will be due on 07/17/ 2017 and 
will open on 7/10/2017. 


Final Paper 


You will have to complete a final paper that will cover numerous topics 
discussed in the various modules. The final paper assignment will be 
posted on the class website on 06/26 and you will have until 07/10 at 
11:59 PM to complete and submit your work. The final paper must be 
submitted through Canvas written submission, just like written 
assignments during the semester. This site is designed to help me identify 
plagiarism, so make sure to take all necessary measures needed to avoid 
plagiarism. If you are not sure what constitutes plagiarism and how to 
avoid it, take this UCF library tutorial: 
http://infolit.ucf.edu/students/modules/#article116 Students who plagiarize 
will receive and automatic FZ grade for the entire class. Please allow for 
plenty of time to complete the assignment, so that you avoid last minute 
submissions and the technical difficulties that sometimes accompany 
them. Assignments submitted late will be penalized by 10 points/24 hours, 
up to (but no later than) 72 hours post due date, including weekend days.  


Missed Assignments/Make-Ups 


No extensions will be granted if you fail to submit your work due to 
technical difficulties. Should you encounter technical problems, please 
contact Canvas web support. I cannot help you with technical issues. 
Also, please keep in mind that you are solely responsible if you fail to 
submit a quiz or an assignment due to technical difficulties, save for a 
major natural disaster (i.e. a hurricane). In the event of a hurricane, which 
causes power outages and evacuations, do not panic about your online 
assignments. Your safety and that of your family is your first priority. 
When power is restored, contact me. I will work with individual students to 
determine the best course of action. Remember, your professor could be 
experiencing the same or similar problems in the event of a hurricane! 



http://infolit.ucf.edu/students/modules/





Other circumstances, which may be considered "unavoidable", include 
medical emergencies. Pertinent documentation, deemed acceptable by 
the professor, will be required for any delayed assignment. If you miss an 
assignment due to illness, e-mail me (scan) an official notification form a 
doctor or hospital at the latest a week after due date, in order to be 
allowed to make up missed work. 


Federal Financial Aid Requirement 


UCF must comply with a federal financial aid regulation that states that in 
order to receive federal aid, students must be actively academically 
engaged (according to a federal definition) in each course in which they 
are enrolled. All faculty are required to document students’ academic 
activity at the beginning of each course.  Without verification of this 
engagement, students will not receive their financial aid. In order to 
document that you began this course, you will be required to complete a 
short quiz in Canvas during the first week of classes, no later than May 
19th. Failure to do so may result in a delay in the disbursement of 
students’ financial aid, or will mean that students will not receive their aid. 


Evaluation and Grading 


Assignment Percentage of Grade 


Weekly Assignments (7) 70 


Final Paper (1) 30 


Total 100 


Grading Scale 


Letter Grade Points 


A 93 – 100 


A- 90 – 92 


B+ 87 – 89 







B 83 – 86 


B- 80 – 82 


C+ 77 – 79 


C 73 – 76 


C- 70 – 72 


D+ 67 – 69 


D 63 – 66 


D- 60 – 62 


F 59 and below 


 


Grading Formula 


(final paper *.30) + [(sum of seven highest scoring weekly assignments/7) 
*.70]= final grade 


Attendance Policy 


This course is web-based, fully online and considered a "W" course. 
Students are expected to fully participate in all online activities and to 
complete all assignments by the due dates. 


Participation and a timely completion of work and assignments are both 
considered similar to attendance in a face-to-face class. Assignments that 
are not turned into Canvas by the due date, will receive 0 points. 


Academic Honesty 


Students must demonstrate a high level of responsibility and academic 
honesty. Because the value of an academic degree depends upon the 
absolute integrity of the work done by the student for that degree, it is 







imperative that a student demonstrate a high standard of individual honor 
in his or her scholastic work. 


Scholastic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, statements, acts or 
omissions related to applications for enrollment or the award of a degree, 
and/or the submission as one’s own work or material that is not one’s 
own. As a general rule, scholastic dishonesty involves one of the following 
acts: cheating, plagiarism, self-plagiarism, collusion and/or falsifying 
academic records. 


If you are not sure what constitutes plagiarism and how to avoid it, take 
the UCF library tutorial. 


Students who cheat, plagiarize, falsify records or practice any other form 
of academic dishonesty will receive an automatic FZ grade for the class. 


Accessibility Statement 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable 
accommodations for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available 
in alternate formats upon request. Students with disabilities who need 
accommodations in this course must contact the professor at the 
beginning of the semester to discuss needed accommodations. No 
accommodations will be provided until the student has contacted Student 
Accessibility Services, and the professor, in order to request 
accommodations. Students who need accommodations must be 
registered with Student Disability Services, Student Resource Center 
Room 132, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, 
before requesting accommodations from the professor. 


Copyright 


This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or 
video clips, images, text materials, etc. These items are being used with 
regard to the Fair Use doctrine in order to enhance the learning 
environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, download or distribute these 
items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for this online 
classroom environment and your use only. All copyright materials are 
credited to the copyright holder. 


Third-Party Software and FERPA 


During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online 
services and/or software applications sometimes called third-party 
software such as a blog or wiki. While some of these could be required 
assignments, you need not make any personally identifying information 
on a public site. Do not post or provide any private information about 







yourself or your classmates. Where appropriate you may use a 
pseudonym or nickname. Some written assignments posted publicly may 
require personal reflection/comments, but the assignments will not require 
you to disclose any personally identity-sensitive information. If you have 
any concerns about this, please contact your instructor. 


Religious Holidays 


The University of Central Florida welcomes diversity of religious beliefs 
and practices, recognizing the contributions differing experiences and 
viewpoints can bring to the community. There may be times when an 
academic or work requirement conflicts with religious observances and 
practices. If that happens, students may request reasonable 
accommodation of their religious practices. In all cases, you must put your 
request in writing and present it to the instructor at the beginning of the 
semester. The instructor or supervisor will review the situation in an effort 
to provide a reasonable accommodation when possible to do so without 
fundamentally altering a course or creating an undue burden for the 
department. 


E-mail Protocols 


E-mail will be an integral part of this course. Make sure you: Check your 
e-mail at least once every 48 hours during regular business hours (more 
often is better). 


Be patient. Don’t expect an immediate response when you send a 
message. Generally, two days is considered reasonable amount of time to 
receive a reply. Please not that your professor only checks and answers 
to e-mails during regular business hours. 


Include “Subject” headings: use something that is descriptive and refer to 
a particular assignment or topic. 


Be courteous and considerate. Being honest and expressing yourself 
freely is very important, but being considerate of others online is just as 
important as in the classroom. 


Make every effort to be clear. Online communication lacks the nonverbal 
cues that fill in much of the meaning in face-to-face communication. 


Do not use all caps. This makes the message very hard to read and is 
considered “shouting.” Check spelling, grammar, and punctuation (you 
may want to compose in a word processor, then cut and paste the 
message into the discussion or e-mail). 







Break up large blocks of text into paragraphs and use a space between 
paragraphs. 


Sign your e-mail messages. 


Never assume that your e-mail can be read by no one except yourself; 
others may be able to read or access your mail. Never send or keep 
anything that you would mind seeing on the evening news. 


Disclaimer 


Please note that the academic calendar, policies, procedures and 
assignments listed in this syllabus are subject to change at the discretion 
of the professor.  
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POS 3703: Scope and Methods of Political Science 
 


Professor Andrea Vieux 
 


Department of Political Science  
The University of Central Florida 


 
 
Office Location UCF Main Campus 


HPH 302 
 


Office Telephone (407) 823-2608  
 


Office Hours Tuesdays 1-3pm 
By email and appointment  
 


Email: 
 


Webcourse message (click inbox and compose) 
Or knights email: avieux@knights.ucf.edu 
 


 
All office hours are first come, first served.  You can make an appointment with me 
during my office hours to ensure that I see you at the time you are available.  
Appointments take priority over walk-ins. 


Course Information 


Course Name  POS 3703: Scope and Methods of Political Science 


Course ID & Section ID: 58574   Section: AW59 


Credit Hours  3 credits 


Semester/Year  Summer 2017 


Location online 
 
 


Course Description 


Prerequisites: Junior standing or consent of the Instructor. 
  
The scope and methodology of political analysis. Extensive examination of the discipline, 
research design and methodology.  The first half of the semester covers basic research 
designs, the research process, and gives students the tools and information needed to 
complete the course research paper.  The second half of that paper covers other methods 







  
of investigation and analysis, survey research, sampling, qualitative research, and ethical 
considerations. 
 


Course Objectives 


Students successfully completing this course will be able to: 


• Identify basic components of research methodology and techniques used by political 
scientists. 


• Analyze data using statistical software 
• Evaluate research, statistics and findings.  


 


Additional Items of Note 


• Save your work on a flash drive.  You will need it repeatedly and do not want to 
have to keep redoing all of your tasks. 


• You may NOT record classroom meetings (voice or video recordings). 
Reasonable accommodations can be made for students with disabilities—speak 
with me. 


• Your failure to plan is not my emergency.  Stay on top of your classwork and get 
started well in advance of deadline.  See How to Study.org 


• ALL work MUST be your own. 
• If you have questions, ask. 


 


Required Textbook 


• Pollock III, Philip H. 2016. The Essentials of Political Analysis. 5th Edition. 
Washington, D.C.: CQ Press.  


 


Required Workbook 


• Pollock III, Philip H. 2016. An SPSS Companion to Political Analysis. 5th Edition. 
Washington, D.C.: CQ Press.  


 


Additional Required Readings: 
 



http://www.howtostudy.org/





  
In addition to the aforementioned texts, you will be required to read political science 
journal articles (or other political science research).  They are listed in the weekly 
schedule, or will be announced in class, or announced vial the course web-site.   
 


Useful Supplements 


• Baglione, Lisa. 2011. Writing a Research Paper in Political Science: A Practical 
Guide to Inquiry, Structure, and Methods. 2nd Edition. Washington, DC: CQ Press. 


• Brians, Craig Lenord, Lars Willnat, Jarol B. Manheim, and Richard Rich. 2011. Empirical 
Political Analysis: Quantitative and Qualitative Research Methods. 8th Edition. Boston: 
Longman. 


 


Course Syllabus 


This is the course syllabus, and should be treated as a written agreement between the professor 
and student.  Students should refer to the syllabus for any questions pertaining to the course, 
grading, etc.  Any deviations from this syllabus will be announced.  Therefore, students are 
responsible for any announcements, and any information or handouts given.  Absence is not an 
excuse for ignorance. 


 


Grading & Course Requirements 
 
The following applies to all assignments:  


• All assignments are due at 11:59 pm on the due date in the schedule 
• NO LATE WORK, NO MAKE-UPS. 
• All work MUST be your own 


 
 
Introductory Quiz (5 points): Academic Activity 
** Due 5pm ** 
 
At the beginning of the semester, there will be a quiz over the introduction, syllabus, and 
assignment documents.  You will find the material you need to answer the questions 
under the Course Modules titled “Course Introduction and Syllabus” and “Assignment 
Directions and Links”   
 
 
Participation (15 points): 
 
Attendance Policy: Students should check in on the webcourse at least twice per week. 
 
In order to fully engage in this course, students will be expected engage with other 
students in online discussions—that is, these are discussions between students on which I 







  
will occasionally comment.  For each discussion, a student is required to post at least one 
initial post on the topic, and reply to at least one other student’s post.  Each required 
discussion element is to be posted by 11:59 pm on the due date.  Each discussion is worth 
5 points. 
 
Grades for participation are based on both the quantity and the quality of the posts. 
Doing the bare minimum number of posts does NOT guarantee you an A.  A-level work 
is excellent, B-level work is good, and C-level work is satisfactory. While one can 
(theoretically) have a stellar/excellent single reply, it is far better to ‘hedge your bets’ on 
overall quality with multiple replies—remember the goal is to engage and discuss with 
your classmates. Any disruptive behavior, inappropriate comments, activities not related 
to the course, etc. will reflect poorly on the student’s participation grade.   
 
Posting something someone else has already said, saying I agree, etc. is not considered a 
quality post.  Furthermore, initial posts should be relevant to the assigned topic—
technical questions should be posted in the technical questions forum, questions on 
course concepts and content should be posted in the course content discussion, questions 
for me should be posted in the general discussion forum or emailed to me, questions 
about assessments, your grades, etc. should be emailed to me.  
 
The discussions are intended to promote Active Learning. Meaning, you are interacting 
with each other and sharing ideas, etc. in order to fully grasp material. Active learning 
has been shown to enhance student outcomes (i.e. information retention and learning). By 
only replying to one student you aren’t really engaged in the material as much as you 
would be if you had a full conversation. Because this is an online course, discussions are 
one of the only ways to achieve this type of learning—hence the need to fully engage in 
the discussions. 
 
Note: I am looking for thought provoking posts that show you are engaged in the 
material.  These discussions lead up to your final assignment. Doing a good job on them 
will help you prepare for that paper. 
 
 
Workbook Exercises (25 points) 
 
You will complete a series of workbook exercise sets, then answer questions about the 
exercises using the “Quiz” tool in the Webcourse. Each set is designed to work alongside 
the lectures and the Pollock textbook. The questions are taken directly from the 
workbook exercises or are applications/extensions of the exercises.  You must complete 
the workbook exercise sets before you begin answer the questions—each set of 
activities will take you at least a few hours to complete. There are 5 workbook exercise 
question sets, and each one is 5 points.  
 
Exams (30 points): 
 
There are a total of two exams, a Mid-Term and a Final; and each exam is worth 15 
points. Each is cumulative, and may contain any material that has been assigned, 
covered, read, discussed, announced, completed, etc..  Be sure to do all the required 



http://www1.umn.edu/ohr/teachlearn/tutorials/active/what/index.html





  
readings, activities, etc. before you take the exam—the readings, activities, etc. will take 
you at least a few hours. There are no questions from the workbook exercises in the 
exams BUT they cover similar content.  
 
 
Article Assessment (25 points) 
 
Students will write a 2 page (single-spaced) paper analyzing an article assigned by the 
professor.  It must be turned in by the due date in an openable, readable WORD file in the 
provided upload link in the Assignment dropbox in the webcourse.  If your paper is not 
consistent with the “openable, readable WORD file” stipulations it will not be accepted.  
Follow the directions in the Article Assessment Directions page in the Webcourse. 
 
Will the professor read drafts of the article assessment?   
In general, no.  If you want help on your writing, go to the writing center.  If you have 
specific questions about articles, ask your fellow classmates (via the course content 
discussion) or send me an email message at least two weeks prior to the due date.  You 
may also bring your questions into my face-to-face office hours at least two weeks (or 
more) before the paper is due.  If you wait until the last minute (i.e. less than two weeks 
prior to the due date), do not expect complete feedback.  I need time to respond, and you 
will need time to make changes. 
 
 
Extra credit: 
 
There is no extra credit in this course.  Do not expect any deviation from this policy.  
 
 
Some Notes on Grading: 
 
The fact that you are in college suggests that you were a decent student in high school.  It 
does not, however, mean you will be getting an A in this course.  Enrollment in this 
course does not mean you earned an A in this course. Earning an A might require more 
diligence than you are used to.  The letter grade “A” is reserved for excellence, “B” for 
good, and “C” for satisfactory.  Doing the bare minimum is not A-level work. 
 
For an undergraduate course, it is expected that you spend at least 3 hours outside of class 
time for every course credit hour studying, preparing, completing work, etc.  So, if you 
only spend 9 hours outside of class time doing these things, you are doing the bare 
minimum.  Also, beyond spending enough time studying, etc. you should be using your 
time effectively.  Spending 9 hours studying is not a guarantee of an A. 
 
In addition, this course is difficult (even in a face-to-face environment).  You should plan 
ahead on assignments and assessments.  DO NOT wait until the last minute.  You will 
probably realize (too late) that you should’ve started earlier.  I don’t accept late work of 
any kind. 
 







  


Grade Breakdown: 


 
Introductory Quiz 
Participation   
Workbook Exercises 
Exams 
Article Assessment 
 
Total   


  5 
15 
25 
30 
25 
 
100 


 
 


Grading Scale: 


 
94-100  A 
90-93  A- 
88-89  B+ 
84-87  B 
80-83  B- 
78-79  C+ 
74-77  C 
70-73  C- 
68-69  D+ 
64-67  D 
60-63  D- 
0 - 59  F 


 


 


Late Work & Make-ups 


As noted at the top of this page, I do not allow for late work or make-ups. Do not 
anticipate any deviation from this policy. I do make exceptions for extenuating 
circumstances on a case-by-case basis (see below). **The general rule is no late work, no 
make-ups.**   


Under exceptional circumstances and with my permission a make-up might be granted. I 
must be informed, be provided with legitimate documentation for the request and need 
for the make-up, and give permission prior to the due date. Furthermore the request must 
conform to University Policy (for example, final exams are governed by stricter rules and 
will not be given before the University scheduled final exam period or after the 
University scheduled final exam period), the learning objective for that assignment must 







  
still be able to be fulfilled, and there must be a reasonable accommodation that can be 
made to make-up the missed work. If all these stipulations are met, then I may grant a 
make-up. In that case, the make-up may not be the same as the original. 


Deadlines: 


Do not wait until the last minute to complete your work. The work in this class takes a 
long time to complete.  


If you wait until the last minute and have a technical (i.e. webcourses@UCF, Library 
Information Literacy Module, etc.) or any other type of issue, do not expect any deviation 
from the NO late work policy.  Begin to complete your assigned tasks with more than 
enough time in case you run into troubles or take longer to complete the task than you 
anticipated. Your failure to plan is not my emergency. 


The online@UCF support is available by email Monday thru Friday 8am to 5pm and by 
phone from 8:30am to 4:30 pm Monday thru Friday. 


Academic Honesty (and Misconduct) 


Don’t Plagiarize (not properly citing sources, passing off someone else’s work as your 
own, handing in a paper written for another class, etc.).  Plagiarism and Cheating of any 
kind on an examination, quiz, or assignment will result at least in an "F" or 0 for that 
assignment (and may, depending on the severity of the case, lead to an "F" for the entire 
course) and may be subject to appropriate referral to the Office of Student Conduct for 
further action. See the UCF Golden Rule, the FTCL page on academic integrity, and the 
library web-site for further information.  


I will assume for this course that you will adhere to the academic creed of this University 
and will maintain the highest standards of academic integrity. In other words, don't cheat 
in any way (including but not limited to giving answers to others or taking them from 
anyone else). I will also adhere to the highest standards of academic integrity, so please 
do not ask me to change (or expect me to change) your grade illegitimately or to bend or 
break rules.  ALL work MUST be your own. 


Turnitin.com: In this course we may utilize turnitin.com, an automated system which 
instructors can use to quickly and easily compare each student's assignment with billions 
of web sites, as well as an enormous database of student papers that grows with each 
submission. After the assignment is processed, as an instructor I receive a report from 
turnitin.com that states if and how another author’s work was used in the assignment. For 
a more detailed look at this process, visit http://www.turnitin.com 


 


Non-Academic Misconduct 



http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://www.fctl.ucf.edu/TeachingAndLearningResources/ClassroomManagement/AcademicIntegrity/

http://library.ucf.edu/

http://www.turnitin.com/





  
The scope and content of the material included in this course are defined by the professor 
in consultation with the responsible academic unit. Although the orderly exchange of 
ideas, including questions and discussions prompted by lectures, discussion sessions and 
laboratories, is viewed as a key part of the educational environment, the professor has the 
right to limit the scope and duration of these interactions.  
 
Students who engage in disruptive behavior, including persistent refusal to observe 
boundaries defined by the professor regarding inappropriate talking, discussions, and 
questions in the classroom may be subject to discipline for non-academic misconduct for 
disruption of teaching or academic misconduct, as defined in the Golden Rule Student 
Handbook also defines potential sanctions for these types of infractions. 
 
Examples of inappropriate behavior include, but are not limited to: text messaging, 
talking or using cell phones, (turn off cell phones prior to class), surfing the internet, 
listening to music, downloading music, watching movies or videos, checking scores, 
playing games or poker, cursing, using offensive or inappropriate language of any kind, 
name calling, inappropriate actions of any kind, etc.  Any student acting in a disruptive 
manner may be asked to leave the classroom and will forfeit participation and attendance 
credit. 


Research and Writing Skills:  


References required for written/class/online assignments must be relevant to our research, 
academic, authoritative and reliable. If you are a little shaky on academic standards 
governing acceptable references, ask questions of myself, or a librarian (or refer to the 
UCF library website). 
 
All written communication follows standard rules of English grammar and spelling.  If 
you are a little rusty on the standards acceptable in the academic community, go to the 
writing center, or ask me.  All written work should be presented in a formal, professional 
manner; using proper language and formatting, and should be edited for grammar, 
spelling, and writing flow/style.  
 


Writing Center:  


The University Writing Center (UWC) is a free resource for UCF undergraduates and 
graduates. At the UWC, a trained writing consultant will work individually with you on 
anything you're writing (in or out of class), at any point in the writing process from 
brainstorming to editing. Appointments are recommended, but not required. For more 
information or to make an appointment, visit the UWC website at 
http://www.uwc.ucf.edu , stop by MOD 608, or call 407.823.2197. 


 


UCF Computer Labs:  
 



http://www.uwc.ucf.edu/





  
Campus Computer Labs:  
http://guides.ucf.edu/c.php?g=78577&p=517810 
  
SPSS labs in Tech Commons:  
http://www.cst.ucf.edu/about/technology-sales-service-and-support/technology-
commons-2/ 
 
UCF Apps 
http://apps.ucf.edu/ 


 
 
Webcourse Privacy:  
 
Privacy:  Access to Webocourses is extended to you for the duration of your enrollment 
in the course, providing that you comply with class and school policies. You may not 
share that access with another person who is not enrolled in the course. Students who do 
so violate the privacy of other students as well as school policy. The act may lead to the 
violator being denied access to the Blackboard shell. 
 
On occasion, I permit others to enter the course, to critique my work, to view the 
operations of the course, or to work on a technical problem. For the entire term, my 
technical consultant has access to the course to provide continuity for you should the 
unexpected happen to me. 
 
E-Mail:  


E-mail will be an integral part of this course. Make sure you: 


1. Be patient. Don’t expect an immediate response when you send a message. 
Generally, two days is considered reasonable amount of time to receive a reply. 


2. Include "Subject" headings: use something that is descriptive and refer to a 
particular assignment or topic. 


3. Be courteous and considerate. Being honest and expressing yourself freely is very 
important but being considerate of others online is just as important as in the 
classroom. 


4. Make every effort to be clear. Online communication lacks the nonverbal cues 
that fill in much of the meaning in face-to-face communication. 


5. Do not use all caps. This makes the message very hard to read and is considered 
"shouting." Check spelling, grammar, and punctuation (you may want to compose 
in a word processor, then cut and paste the message into the discussion or e-mail). 


6. Break up large blocks of text into paragraphs and use a space between paragraphs. 
7. Sign your e-mail messages. 
8. DO NOT email me hours (24 or less) before something is due to ask me questions 


about it.  You need to stay on task so that I have an appropriate amount of time to 
read the message and respond (generally, that is 48 hours). 



http://guides.ucf.edu/c.php?g=78577&p=517810

http://www.cst.ucf.edu/about/technology-sales-service-and-support/technology-commons-2/

http://www.cst.ucf.edu/about/technology-sales-service-and-support/technology-commons-2/

http://apps.ucf.edu/





  
Never assume that your e-mail can be read by no one except yourself; others may be able 
to read or access your mail. Never send or keep anything that you would not mind seeing 
on the evening news. 
 
See these websites for helpful information on how to write professional emails. 
  
How to Email a Professor 
How to Email a Professor 
How to Email Your Professor 
Students: How to email your professor, employer, or professional peers 
How to email your professor: FAQ 
 
 
I will communicate with you through the webcourses sites e-mail to answer questions 
regarding class assignments and exams.  Regarding exams, I will not give exact answers 
for possible exam questions, but rather will provide information to help you find the 
answers. Professional e-mail communication is an important skill that will last beyond 
the class and college experience.  Keep in mind how you want to present yourself through 
e-mail.  In this class our official mode of communication is through email. All 
communication between student and instructor and between student and student should 
be respectful and professional.  
 
Copyright 


This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, 
images, text materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use 
doctrine in order to enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, 
download or distribute these items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for this 
online classroom environment and your use only. All copyright materials are credited to 
the copyright holder. 


In addition, the notes, lectures, videos, handouts, etc. provided by the professor are 
owned by the professor and considered intellectual property.  All intellectual property is 
safeguarded by copyright law and is not to be shared, distributed, etc. without the 
professor’s consent. 
 


Accessibility and Accommodation(s) 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations 
for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon 
request. Students who need accommodations must be registered with Student 
Accessibility Services (SAS), Ferrell Commons room 185, phone 407-823-2371, or email 
sas@ucf.edu, before requesting accommodations from the professor. 


 


Schedule* 



http://www.wikihow.com/Email-a-Professor

http://web.wellesley.edu/SocialComputing/Netiquette/netiquetteprofessor.html

https://cms.cerritos.edu/uploads/ifalcon/How_to_Email_your_Professor.pdf

http://chrisblattman.com/2010/11/08/students-how-to-email-to-your-professor-employer-and-professional-peers/

http://www.cwu.edu/%7Eglasbys/EMAIL

http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/





  
 
Date 
Range 
 


Due Date 
(11:59 
pm) 
 


Readings & Graded 
Items 


 


Topics 
 
 


 
5/15 to 
5/22 
 


 
 


 
Lectures: 1.1 through 1.6 
Textbook: Introduction & pages 
48-58 
 


 
• Foundations of 


Political Science 
Research 


• Theory & Research 
Question 


• Variables & 
Hypotheses 


• Literature Review & 
Library Research 


 
 5/19** 


 
5/19 
 
5/22 
 


Intro Quiz/Academic Activity 
Due 5pm 
Discussion 1: Introductory 
Post 
Discussion 1 Reply Post 
 


 


5/23 to 
5/24 


 Lectures: 2.01 – 2.04 
Textbook: Chapters 1 & 2  
Workbook: Chapters 1-3 
 


• Data & 
Measurements 


• Describing 
Variables 


 5/24 
 


Workbook Exercise Question 
Set #1 
 


 


5/25 to 
5/26 


 Lectures: 2.05 – 2.07 
Textbook: pages 58-75 
Workbook: Chapters 4 & 5 
 
 


• Means Tests 
• Cross-tabulations 
• Means Tests 
• Cross-tabulations 
• Control variables 


 5/26 
 


Workbook Exercise Question 
Set #2 
 


 


5/27 to 
5/29 
 


 Evaluating Academic Journal 
Articles (see Discussion 
Assignments Page for details 
and reading(s)) 
 


• Evaluating Research 


 5/29 
 


Discussion 2: Initial Post 
 


 


5/30 to 
5/31 


 Evaluating Academic Journal 
Articles (see Discussion 


• Evaluating Research 







  
Assignments Page for details 
and reading(s)) 
 


 5/31 
 


Discussion 2: Reply Post  
 


 


6/1 to 6/2  Lectures: 2.08-2.11 
Textbook: Chapters 5 - 7  
Workbook: Chapters 6 & 7 
 


• Statistical 
Significance 


• Measures of 
association 


 6/2 
 


Workbook Exercise Question 
Set #3 
 


 


6/3 to 6/5 
 


 Review for Mid-Term Exam 
(see Webcourse page for 
details) 
 


• Mid-term review 
 


 6/5 
 


Mid-Term 
 


 


6/6 to 6/7  Lectures: 2.12, 2.13 
Textbook: pages 183-198 
Workbook: Chapter 8 
 


• Correlations 
• Regression   


 6/7 
 


Workbook Exercise Question 
Set #4 
 


 


6/8 to 6/9 
 


 Lecture: 2.14-2.17  
Textbook: pages 198-247 
Workbook: chapters 8 & 9 
 


• Multiple regression 
• Interactions 


 6/9 
 


Workbook Exercise Question 
Set #5 
 


 


6/10 to 
6/12 


 Lectures: 3.00 - 3.02 
Pollock Textbook: Chapter 4 
 
Evaluating Academic Journal 
Articles (see Discussion 
Assignments Page for details 
and reading(s)) 
 
 


• Research Design 
• Cross-Sectional & 


Time Series 
Analyses 


• Experimental and 
Quasi-Experimental 
Designs 


 6/12 
 


Discussion 3: Initial Post 
 


 
 


6/13 to 
6/14 


 
 


Lectures: 3.03 – 3.11 
Pollock Textbook: Chapter 6 
 


• Surveys 
• Sampling 


 
 6/14 Discussion 3: Reply Post  







  


  
6/15 to 
6/21 


 Lectures: 3.12 – 3.17 
 
Review for Final 
Work on Article Assessment 
 


• Qualitative Research 
• Content Analysis 
• Ethics 
• Final Review 


 6/19 
6/21 
 


Final Exam 
Article Assessment 
 


 


 
*NOTES:  
All graded items are due by 11:59 pm on the due date unless otherwise noted. 
All dates and times are subject to change by Professor Vieux. Be informed and routinely 
check the Schedule, Announcements, and Discussions for any changes or updates 
**These items fall on a holiday.  Plan accordingly. 
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POS 4030: Politics of Sports  
Professor Andrea Vieux 


Department of Political Science  
The University of Central Florida 


 
Office Location UCF Main Campus 


HPH 302 
 


Office Telephone (407) 823-2608  
 


Office Hours By email and appointment  
 


Email: 
 


Preferred: 
Webcourse message 
avieux@knights.ucf.edu 
 


 
The best way to reach me is the mail tab in webcourses 
(note: I don't get notifications if you send messages through the gradebook comments--I don't 
know why the system is set up that way. Click on "inbox" and "compose" to send me messages 
in this webcourse) 
All office hours are first come, first served.  You can make an appointment with me during my 
office hours to ensure that I see you at the time you are available.  Appointments take priority 
over walk-ins. 


Course Information: 
Course Name  POS 4030: The Politics of Sports 


Course ID & Section ID: 59884    Section: AW59 


Credit Hours  3 credits 


Semester/Year  Summer 2017 


Location/Time Online 
 


Course Description: 
An analysis of the political science approach to sports policy.  Covers emergent concerns in 
sports policy, institutional interventions in sports regulations, the politics of sports arenas and 
teams, and civic and political engagement through sport. 
 







Course Objectives: 
Students will be able to: 


• Identify the connections between sports and politics at the local, state, national, and 
international levels. 


• Discuss the ways in which athletes and sports influence politics and society, and the ways 
sports are influenced by political contexts, entities, and actors. 


• Evaluate governmental and non-governmental oversight and regulation of sports, 
athletes, and other athletic personnel  


 


Readings:  


Required Books:  
• Cha, Victor D. 2009. Beyond the Final Score: The Politics of Sport in Asia. New York: 


Columbia University Press. 
• Markovits, Andrei S. and Lars Rensmann. 2010. Gaming the World: How Sports are 


Reshaping Global Politics and Culture. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press.   


Additional Required Readings: 
• There will be additional required readings posted on the webcourse. 


 


Course Syllabus: 
This is the course syllabus, and should be treated as a written agreement between the professor 
and student.  Students should refer to the syllabus for any questions pertaining to the course, 
grading, etc.  Any deviations from this syllabus will be announced.  Therefore, students are 
responsible for any announcements, and any information or handouts given out.  Failure to pay 
attention or any absence (i.e. not checking into the webcourse regularly) is not an excuse for 
ignorance. 
 


Additional Items of Note: 
• Do the readings first. Then watch the lecture(s). Then complete the activities and 


assignments. 
• Your failure to plan is not my emergency. Stay on top of your classwork and get started well 


in advance of the deadline.  See How to Study.org 
• ALL work MUST be your own. 
• You may NOT distribute class materials. 
• If you have any questions, please ask.  


 
 


Additional Protocols 
 



http://www.howtostudy.org/





Research and Writing Skills:  
References required for written/class/online assignments must be relevant to our research, 
academic, authoritative and reliable. If you are a little shaky on academic standards governing 
acceptable references, ask questions of myself, or a librarian (or refer to the UCF library 
website). 
All written communication follows standard rules of English grammar and spelling.  If you are a 
little rusty on the standards acceptable in the academic community, go to the writing center, or 
ask me.  All written work should be presented in a formal, professional manner; using proper 
language and formatting, and should be edited for grammar, spelling, and writing flow/style.  
 


Writing Center:  
The University Writing Center (UWC) is a free resource for UCF undergraduates and graduates. 
At the UWC, a trained writing consultant will work individually with you on anything you're 
writing (in or out of class), at any point in the writing process from brainstorming to editing. 
Appointments are recommended, but not required. For more information or to make an 
appointment, visit the UWC website at http://www.uwc.ucf.edu , stop by MOD 608, or call 
407.823.2197. 
 


Webcourse Privacy:  
Privacy:  Access to Webocourses is extended to you for the duration of your enrollment in the 
course, providing that you comply with class and school policies. You may not share that access 
with another person who is not enrolled in the course. Students who do so violate the privacy of 
other students as well as school policy. The act may lead to the violator being denied access to 
the Blackboard shell. 
On occasion, I permit others to enter the course, to critique my work, to view the operations of 
the course, or to work on a technical problem. For the entire term, my technical consultant has 
access to the course to provide continuity for you should the unexpected happen to me. 
 


E-Mail:  
I will communicate with you through the webcourse e-mail to answer questions regarding class 
assignments and exams.  Regarding exams, I will not give exact answers for possible exam 
questions, but rather will provide information to help you find the answers. Professional e-mail 
communication is an important skill that will last beyond the class and college experience.   
Keep in mind how you want to present yourself through e-mail.  In this class our official mode of 
communication is through email. All communication between student and instructor and between 
student and student should be respectful and professional. Make sure you: 


• Be patient. Don’t expect an immediate response when you send a message. Generally, 
two days is considered reasonable amount of time to receive a reply. 


• Include "Subject" headings: use something that is descriptive and refer to a particular 
assignment or topic. 



http://www.uwc.ucf.edu/





• Be courteous and considerate. Being honest and expressing yourself freely is very 
important but being considerate of others online is just as important as in the classroom. 


• Make every effort to be clear. Online communication lacks the nonverbal cues that fill in 
much of the meaning in face-to-face communication. 


• Do not use all caps. This makes the message very hard to read and is considered 
"shouting." Check spelling, grammar, and punctuation (you may want to compose in a 
word processor, then cut and paste the message into the discussion or e-mail). 


• Break up large blocks of text into paragraphs and use a space between paragraphs. 
• Sign your e-mail messages. 
• DO NOT email me hours (24 or less) before something is due to ask me questions about 


it.  You need to stay on task so that I have an appropriate amount of time to read the 
message and respond (generally, that is 48 hours). 


• Never assume that your e-mail can be read by no one except yourself; others may be able 
to read or access your mail. Never send or keep anything that you would not mind seeing 
on the evening news. 


 
See these websites for helpful information on how to write professional emails. 
How to Email a Professor 
How to Email a Professor 
How to Email Your Professor 
Students: How to email your professor, employer, or professional peers 
How to email your professor: FAQ 
 


Copyright 
This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, images, text 
materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use doctrine in order to 
enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, download or distribute these 
items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for this online classroom environment and 
your use only. All copyright materials are credited to the copyright holder. 
In addition, the notes, lectures, videos, handouts, etc. provided by the professor are owned by the 
professor and considered intellectual property.  All intellectual property is safeguarded by 
copyright law and is not to be shared, distributed, etc. without the professor’s consent. 
 


Accessibility and Accommodation(s) 
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all 
persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students 
who need accommodations must be registered with Student Accessibility Services (SAS), Ferrell 
Commons room 185, phone 407-823-2371, or email sas@ucf.edu, before requesting 
accommodations from the professor.. 
 
 



http://www.wikihow.com/Email-a-Professor

http://web.wellesley.edu/SocialComputing/Netiquette/netiquetteprofessor.html

https://cms.cerritos.edu/uploads/ifalcon/How_to_Email_your_Professor.pdf

http://chrisblattman.com/2010/11/08/students-how-to-email-to-your-professor-employer-and-professional-peers/

http://www.cwu.edu/%7Eglasbys/EMAIL

http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/





Grading and Responsibilities 
 
The following applies to all assignments:  


• Doing the minimum requirement does not guarantee full credit. 
• All assignments are due at 11:59 pm on the due date in the schedule 
• NO LATE WORK, NO MAKE-UPS. 
• All work MUST be your own 


 
 
Introductory Quiz (5 points): Academic Activity **Due 5pm** 
At the beginning of the semester, there is a quiz over the introduction, syllabus, and assignment 
documents.  Review the material; then take the quiz.  
 
Introductory Discussion (5 points): 
I have set up small groups in the webcourse to facilitate discussion of the course material, which 
means you need to find your groups ASAP. In this assignment you will navigate to your group 
and introduce yourself in the relevant discussion thread. You are required to post one initial post 
and one reply to another student. In your initial post, well us your year, major, and the reason 
you took this course (or why you find it interesting, etc.). 
 
Content Discussions (20 points): 
There are two discussions over the course content, each is worth 10 points. Both will take place 
in your groups. They are discussions over the concepts, frameworks, ideas, etc. from the readings 
and lectures. The objectives of these discussions are to help you develop your understanding of 
the foundational material and to create a link to the more complex assignments (exams, case 
explorations, and term paper). The more engaged you are with your groupmates, the easier the 
remainder of the course assignments will be. 
For each discussion I will provide you a list of questions and topics. You are required to post at 
least one initial post addressing a question/topic from the list I provide (100-250 words) and at 
least one reply to another student. You may not post about the same topic/question as someone 
else, and will be penalized for repeat posting. See the group content discussion thread for detail. 
 
Case Explorations and Discussions (20 points): 
There are two case exploration activities and discussions; each is worth 10 points and both will 
occur in your groups. These are examinations of aspects of cases highlighting the intersection of 
politics and sports. In them you will build on the lectures, readings and content discussions by 
using core concepts to apply, analyze, and evaluate aspects of the specific cases. They are shorter 
versions of your course term paper, and will help you develop the skills needed to successfully 
complete the paper. The difference is that in these activities you will explore one aspect (or a few 
elements) of the larger case, and in the term paper you will explore the entire case. Beyond 
helping you practice for the term paper, there will be questions related to these explorations on 
the exams, so these activities will help you prepare for the midterm and final. The more you 
utilize the opportunity to explore the cases and discuss them with your groupmates, the greater 
your chances of success on the paper and exams. 







I provide a list of cases to choose from (and some resources). You choose a case from the list, 
examine the resources provided, search for additional resources, and write a discussion post 
outlining and analyzing the major elements of the case (250-400 words). You are required to post 
one initial post (your exploration) in the relevant thread, and reply to at least one students’ initial 
post. You may not post on the same thing as someone else. If you post on the same topic, the 
content of your post must be substantially different. Repeat posts will be penalized. See the 
group case exploration discussion tread for more detail. 
 
Case Exploration Presentation (5 points): 
In this assignment, you are required to make a short video presentation of one of your case 
explorations. It does not matter which case exploration you create a video for, but it must 
correspond to your case exploration choice for that discussion (so your initial post and your 
video will be on the same topic). This assignment works in conjunction with the case 
explorations, and helps you develop your oral communication skills. 
You are required to use PowerPoint (Prezi, etc.) and Screencast-O-Matic (or a similar program) 
to create a video presentation. You will link your video presentation into your initial post from 
an online storage account (such as the Cloud or Dropbox). (This is important, because our course 
file storage capacity is too small to handle all the video files as attachments.) You are also 
required to type a transcript for your video to ensure accessibility. See the case exploration 
presentation description for more detail.  
 
Term Paper (15 points): 
This assignment is a more extensive examination of a case relevant to our course content. 
Whereas the case explorations require to explore particular aspects of a case, this paper requires 
that you explore the entire case (700-900 words). I will give you a list of topics, and you will 
choose one and complete the assignment. You will upload the paper to the webcourse 
assignment dropbox. See the course paper description for more detail. 
 
Exams (30 points): 
There are two exams, a mid-term and a final. Each is worth 15 points. The exams are 
comprehensive and cover all of the course content, such as the readings, lectures, discussions, 
and case explorations. See the mid-term and final description pages for more detail.  
 
Additional Rules and Notes for all Attendance and Participation:  
Attendance Policy:  
Students should check in on the webcourse at least twice per week. 
For all discussions and activities:  
In order to fully engage in this course, you are expected engage with other students in online 
discussions and activates—that is, they are discussions between students on which I may 
occasionally comment. They are intended to promote Active Learning amongst students; which 
has been shown to enhance information retention and learning. If you aren’t fully engaging, then 
you aren’t getting the benefit (and neither are your groupmates). 
Grades are based on both the quantity and the quality of the posts. Doing the bare minimum 
does not mean you are fully engaged, and does NOT guarantee you an A. Posting something 
someone else has already said, saying I agree, etc. is not considered a quality post. Initial posts 
should be relevant to the assigned topic. Any disruptive, inappropriate, or offensive behavior, 



https://screencast-o-matic.com/home

http://www1.umn.edu/ohr/teachlearn/tutorials/active/what/index.html





inappropriate comments, activities not related to the course, etc. will reflect poorly on the your 
grade. I am looking for thought provoking posts that show you are engaged in the material.   
 
Extra credit: 
There is no extra credit in this course.  Do not expect any deviation from this policy.  
 


Some Notes on Grading: 
The fact that you are in college suggests that you were a decent student in high school.  It does 
not, however, mean you will be getting an A in this course.  Enrollment in this course does not 
mean you earned an A in this course. Earning an A might require more diligence than you are 
used to.  The letter grade “A” is reserved for excellence, “B” for good, and “C” for satisfactory.  
Doing the bare minimum is not A-level work. 
 
For an undergraduate course, it is expected that you spend at least 3 hours outside of class time 
for every course credit hour studying, preparing, completing work, etc.  So, if you only spend 9 
hours outside of class time doing these things, you are not doing the bare minimum.  Also, 
beyond spending enough time studying, etc. you should be using your time effectively.  
Spending 9 hours studying is not a guarantee of an A. 
 


Grade Breakdown: 
 
 Introductory Quiz 


Introductory discussion  
Content discussions   
Case explorations and discussions 
Case exploration presentation video 
Term paper 
Exams 
 
Total   


  5 
  5 
20 
20 
  5 
15 
30 
 
100 


 


Grading Scale: 
 


 94-100  A 
 90-93  A- 
 88-89  B+ 
 84-87  B 
 80-83  B- 
 78-79  C+ 
 74-77  C 







 70-73  C- 
 68-69  D+ 
 64-67  D 
 60-63  D- 
 0 - 59  F 


 


Late Work & Make-ups 


As noted at the top of this page, I do not allow for late work or make-ups. Do not anticipate 
any deviation from this policy. I do make exceptions for extenuating circumstances on a case-by-
case basis (see below). **The general rule is no late work, no make-ups.**   


Under exceptional circumstances and with my permission a make-up might be granted. I must be 
informed, be provided with legitimate documentation for the request and need for the make-up, 
and give permission prior to the due date. Furthermore the request must conform to University 
Policy (for example, final exams are governed by stricter rules and will not be given before the 
University scheduled final exam period or after the University scheduled final exam period), the 
learning objective for that assignment must still be able to be fulfilled, and there must be a 
reasonable accommodation that can be made to make-up the missed work. If all these 
stipulations are met, then I may grant a make-up. In that case, the make-up may not be the same 
as the original. 


 


Deadlines: 


Do not wait until the last minute to complete your work. If you wait until the last minute and 
have a technical (i.e. webcourses@UCF, Library Information Literacy Module, etc.) or any other 
type of issue, do not expect any deviation from the NO late work policy.  Begin to complete your 
assigned tasks with more than enough time in case you run into troubles or take longer to 
complete the task than you anticipated. Your failure to plan is not my emergency. 


The online@UCF support is available by email Monday thru Friday 8am to 5pm and by phone 
from 8:30am to 4:30 pm Monday thru Friday. 


 


Academic Honesty (and Misconduct) 


Don’t Plagiarize (not properly citing sources, passing off someone else’s work as your own, 
handing in a paper written for another class, etc.).  Plagiarism and Cheating of any kind on an 
examination, quiz, or assignment will result at least in an "F" or 0 for that assignment (and may, 







depending on the severity of the case, lead to an "F" for the entire course) and may be subject to 
appropriate referral to the Office of Student Conduct for further action. See the UCF Golden 
Rule, the FTCL page on academic integrity, and the library web-site for further information.  


I will assume for this course that you will adhere to the academic creed of this University and 
will maintain the highest standards of academic integrity. In other words, don't cheat in any way 
(including but not limited to giving answers to others or taking them from anyone else). I will 
also adhere to the highest standards of academic integrity, so please do not ask me to change (or 
expect me to change) your grade illegitimately or to bend or break rules.  ALL work MUST be 
your own. 


Turnitin.com: In this course we may utilize turnitin.com, an automated system which 
instructors can use to quickly and easily compare each student's assignment with billions of web 
sites, as well as an enormous database of student papers that grows with each submission. After 
the assignment is processed, as an instructor I receive a report from turnitin.com that states if and 
how another author’s work was used in the assignment. For a more detailed look at this process, 
visit http://www.turnitin.com 


 


Non-Academic Misconduct 
The scope and content of the material included in this course are defined by the professor in 
consultation with the responsible academic unit. Although the orderly exchange of ideas, 
including questions and discussions prompted by lectures, discussion sessions and laboratories, 
is viewed as a key part of the educational environment, the professor has the right to limit the 
scope and duration of these interactions.  
 
Students who engage in disruptive behavior, including persistent refusal to observe boundaries 
defined by the professor regarding inappropriate talking, discussions, and questions in the 
classroom may be subject to discipline for non-academic misconduct for disruption of teaching 
or academic misconduct, as defined in the Golden Rule Student Handbook also defines potential 
sanctions for these types of infractions. 
 
Examples of inappropriate behavior include, but are not limited to: text messaging, talking or 
using cell phones, (turn off cell phones prior to class), surfing the internet, listening to music, 
downloading music, watching movies or videos, checking scores, playing games or poker, 
cursing, using offensive or inappropriate language of any kind, name calling, inappropriate 
actions of any kind, etc.  Any student acting in a disruptive manner may be asked to leave the 
classroom and will forfeit participation and attendance credit. 
 


Schedule 
 
Date range  Due date Topics readings and assignments 


  (see schedule pages for pdfs) 
   



http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://www.fctl.ucf.edu/TeachingAndLearningResources/ClassroomManagement/AcademicIntegrity/

http://library.ucf.edu/

http://www.turnitin.com/





5/15 to 5/22  Review course introduction, syllabus, and assignment documents 
 


  Introduction to the intersection of sports and politics 
• Beyond the Final Score, Preface & Chapter 1 
• Gaming the World, Chapter 1 & Conclusion 
• Green, Kyle and Doug Hartmann. 2012. “Politics and Sports: 


Strange, Secret Bedfellows.” The Society Pages 
• Beam, Christopher. 2009. “Why is Congress Always Meddling 


with Sports?” Slate 
• Thomas, Andrew C. 2003. “Politics and Sports.” The Tech. 
• Joyce, Tim. 2010. “Where Sports and Politics Intersect.” Real 


Clear Sports. November 7. 
 


 5/19 
5/19 
5/22 
 
 


Intro Quiz / Academic Activity ** Due 5pm 
Introductory Discussion: Initial post 
Introductory Discussion: Reply post  
 
 


  International relations, comparative politics & culture  
• Beyond the Final Score, Chapters 2-4 
• Gaming the World, Chapters 2 & 3 
• Hill, Christopher H. 1996. “Keeping Politics in Sport.” The 


World Today. 52(7): 192-194. 
 


  Economic development: Mega-events 
• Beyond the Final Score, Chapters 5-7 & Postscript 
• Humphreys, Brad R., and Andrew Zimbalist. 2011. “The 


Financing and Economic Impact of the Olympic Games.” in 
The Business of Sports.  (pgs. 460-469) 


 
Economic development: Sports stadiums 
• Rich, Wilbur. 2000. The Economics and Politics of Sports 


Facilities.  Introduction (pgs. 1-9) 
• Rich, Wilbur. 2000.. The Economics and Politics of Sports 


Facilities.  Conclusion (pgs. 223-228) 
• DeMause, Neil. 2011. “Why do Mayors Love Sports 


Stadiums.” The Nation. August 15/22 
 


   
5/23 to 5/31  Engage in discussions and activities 


 
• Review the material 
• Complete the content discussion 
• Study the material on the case exploration pages 
• Complete your case exploration discussion (and video*)  



http://thesocietypages.org/papers/politics-and-sport/

http://thesocietypages.org/papers/politics-and-sport/

http://www.slate.com/articles/news_and_politics/explainer/2009/12/interference.html

http://www.slate.com/articles/news_and_politics/explainer/2009/12/interference.html

http://tech.mit.edu/V123/N16/acthomas16.16c.html

http://www.realclearsports.com/articles/2010/11/07/where_sports_and_politics_intersect_97119.html

http://www.realclearsports.com/articles/2010/11/07/where_sports_and_politics_intersect_97119.html

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1032696/files/35196837/download?wrap=1

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1032696/files/35196837/download?wrap=1

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1032696/files/35196837/download?wrap=1

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1032696/files/35196858/download?wrap=1

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1032696/files/35196858/download?wrap=1

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1032696/files/35196861/download?wrap=1

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1032696/files/35196861/download?wrap=1

http://www.thenation.com/article/162400/why-do-mayors-love-sports-stadiums

http://www.thenation.com/article/162400/why-do-mayors-love-sports-stadiums





 
 5/24 


 
5/26 
 
5/29 
 
5/31 
 


Content Discussion 1: initial post 
 
Content Discussion 1: reply post 
 
Case Exploration Discussion 1: initial post (and video*) 
 
Case Exploration Discussion 1: reply post 
 


   
6/1 to 6/5  Review for the Mid-Term 


 
 6/5 


 
Mid-Term 
 


   
6/6 to 6/14 
 


 Social construction and identity  
• Gaming the World, Chapters 2 & 3 


 
Social construction and identity: Gender 
• Markovits & Rensmann:  Chapter 4 
• US Department of Education, Office of Civil Rights.  In The 


Business of Sports. (pgs. 622-631). 
• Markovits, Andrei S. and Emily K. Albertson. 2012. 


“Introduction.” In Sportista: Female Fandom in the United 
States. 1-12. 


• Kane, Mary Jo. 2011. “Sex Sells, Not Women’s Sports.” The 
Nation. August 15/22 


 
Social construction and identity: Race & Ethnicity 
• Markovits & Rensmann:  Chapter 5 (pgs. 207-219 & 251-270) 
• Rosner, Scott R. and Kenneth L. Shropshire. 2011. Race. In 


The Business of Sports. (pgs. 683-689) 
• Paul, Ari. 2011. “Class Struggle on the Court.” The Nation. 


August 15/22 
• Tillery, Mike. 2011. “The Black Athlete Today.” The Nation. 


August 15/22 
 
Social construction and identity: Sexual orientation & gender 
identity  
• Wolf, Sherry. 2011. “America’s Deepest Closet.” The Nation. 


August 15/22. 
• Women’s Sports Foundation. “Sexual Orientation 


Discrimination in Sport. 
• NPR. Shifting Playing Field. 
• Bass, J. R., Hardin, R., & Taylor, E. 2015. “The Glass Closet”: 


Perceptions of homosexuality in intercollegiate sport. Journal 



https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1032696/files/35196856/download?wrap=1

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1032696/files/35196856/download?wrap=1

http://www.thenation.com/article/162390/sex-sells-sex-not-womens-sports#axzz2boBi3QRo

http://www.thenation.com/article/162390/sex-sells-sex-not-womens-sports#axzz2boBi3QRo

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1032696/files/35196869/download?wrap=1

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1032696/files/35196869/download?wrap=1

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1032696/files/35196831/download?wrap=1

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1032696/files/35196831/download?wrap=1

http://www.thenation.com/article/162383/black-athlete-today#axzz2cLXrrl6G

http://www.thenation.com/article/162383/black-athlete-today#axzz2cLXrrl6G

http://www.thenation.com/article/162386/americas-deepest-closet#axzz2boBi3QRo

http://www.thenation.com/article/162386/americas-deepest-closet#axzz2boBi3QRo

http://www.womenssportsfoundation.org/home/research/articles-and-reports/lgbt-issues/sexual-orientation-discrimination-in-sport

http://www.womenssportsfoundation.org/home/research/articles-and-reports/lgbt-issues/sexual-orientation-discrimination-in-sport

http://www.npr.org/2012/10/13/162862945/a-shifting-playing-field-coming-out-as-a-gay-athlete





of Applied Sport Management. 7(4): 1-36. 
 


  Pro sports 
• Jacobs, Michael. 1991. “Professional Sports Leagues, Anti-


Trust.” Indiana Law Journal. 
• US Senate. Anti-Trust 
• SCOTUS blog. Anti-Trust Preview 
• Bartee, Howard. 2005. The Role of Anti-Trust Laws in the 


Professional Sports Industry from a Financial Perspective. The 
Sport Journal. US Sports Academy. 


• Rosner, Scott R. and Kenneth L. Shropshire. 2011. “Labor 
Matters: Unions.” In The Business of Sports. (pgs 299-301) 


• Dryer, Ryan T. 2011. “Beyond the Box Score: A Look at 
Collective Bargaining Agreements in Professional Sports and 
their Effect on Competition.” In The Business of Sports. (pgs. 
314-328) 


• Federal Trade Commission:  The Anti-Trust Laws 
 
College sports 
• Gaming the World, Chapter 6 
• Bass, Jordan and Joshua I. Newman. 2013. “Too big to fail: 


The Penn State scandal and the crisis of the corporate 
university. Journal of Issues in Intercollegiate Athletics. 
Special Issue. 22-40. 


• Sauer, Skip. College Sports Economics 
• Pappano, Laura. 2012. “How Big-Time Sports Ate College 


Life.” NYT. 
 
Athletes rights & responsibilities  
• Lipsyte, Robert. 2011. “Jocks vs. Pukes.” The Nation. August 


15/22 
• Purdue University. “Athletes as Role Models.” Difference 


Makers. (read all three Professors’ answers) 
• Steinberg, Leigh. 2013. “Why do we Make Athletes Role 


Models?” Forbes. January 20. 
 


   
  Engage in discussions and activities 


 
• Review the material 
• Complete the content discussion 
• Study the material on the case exploration pages 
• Complete your case exploration discussion (and video*)  


 
 6/7 Content Discussion 2: initial post 



https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1032696/files/35196870/download?wrap=1

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1032696/files/35196870/download?wrap=1

http://www.judiciary.senate.gov/about/history/SportsAntitrust.cfm

http://www.scotusblog.com/2010/01/pro-sports-and-antitrust-argument-preview/

http://thesportjournal.org/article/the-role-of-antitrust-laws-in-the-professional-sports-industry-from-a-financial-perspective/

http://thesportjournal.org/article/the-role-of-antitrust-laws-in-the-professional-sports-industry-from-a-financial-perspective/

http://thesportjournal.org/article/the-role-of-antitrust-laws-in-the-professional-sports-industry-from-a-financial-perspective/

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1032696/files/35196862/download?wrap=1

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1032696/files/35196862/download?wrap=1

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1032696/files/35196832/download?wrap=1

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1032696/files/35196832/download?wrap=1

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1032696/files/35196832/download?wrap=1

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1032696/files/35196832/download?wrap=1

http://www.ftc.gov/tips-advice/competition-guidance/guide-antitrust-laws/antitrust-laws

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1032696/files/35196863/download?wrap=1

http://www.nytimes.com/2012/01/22/education/edlife/how-big-time-sports-ate-college-life.html?_r=2&fb_source=message&

http://www.nytimes.com/2012/01/22/education/edlife/how-big-time-sports-ate-college-life.html?_r=2&fb_source=message&

http://www.thenation.com/article/162401/jocks-vs-pukes

http://www.thenation.com/article/162401/jocks-vs-pukes

http://www.purdue.edu/differencemakers/roberts.html

http://www.purdue.edu/differencemakers/roberts.html

http://www.forbes.com/sites/leighsteinberg/2013/01/20/why-do-we-make-athletes-role-models/

http://www.forbes.com/sites/leighsteinberg/2013/01/20/why-do-we-make-athletes-role-models/





  
 6/9 


 
Content Discussion 2: reply post 
 


 6/12 
 


Case Exploration Discussion 2: initial post (and video*) 
 


 6/14 
 


Case Exploration Discussion 2: reply post 
 


   
6/15 to 6/21  Review for Final 


Work on Term Paper 
 


 6/19 
6/21 


Final Exam 
Term Paper 


   
 
* Students are required to create one video presentation for one of their case explorations and 
post it with their initial post for the corresponding discussion. 
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 POS2041 American National Government 


Dr. Bruce M. Wilson 


    


• About Dr. Wilson 
• How to avoid common, serious errors in written work  
• LINKS (includes all extra readings) 
• Course Rules and Policies   
• An example of solid reply posting  
• Grade Calculator pos2041   


Welcome to POS2041 American National Government! 


  
NB: This is a college-level, three credit course that is taught over a 6 week period instead of the 
15-week regular semester.  It is necessarily fast paced and requires you to keep up and complete 
your work before the deadlines. 


Introduction 


These are truly exciting times to be living in the United States! Major domestic policy issues are 
being re-conceptualized as the result of the outcome of the most unusual presidential election in 
my lifetime. Numerous international crises (military actions in Iraq, Afghanistan, Syria, Libya, 
Ukraine), the UK leaving the European Union, and the reopening of diplomatic relations with 
Cuba, etc, all need to be addressed by the new president and Congress. There are also many, 
difficult domestic policy issues in the US including immigration, health care, and the 
implementation of the Supreme Court's recent same-sex marriage decision that appear to be 
adding to an increasingly polarized polity in which the popular vote went one way, but the 
Electoral College went a different way. 


  


The good news is that by the end of this class you will possess the necessary tools to be able to 
understand these intractable issues, rationally evaluate competing arguments, and be able to draw 
your own conclusions about elections and their outcomes. To that end, this class investigates the 
historical foundations of the United States, the institutions of government, the policy-making 
processes, and policy areas of the country. The textbook provides a solid foundation for your 
knowledge, but the class requires that you keep up-to-date with current events and do some 
independent research. This will allow you to see how the material you learn in the book actually 
applies to current events and issues. Understanding the political underpinnings of U.S. politics 
will help you understand current political debates better, help you form an informed opinion, and 
make you better equipped to be an engaged citizen. Throughout the course, you will be required 
to provide evidence to support your ideas, to question your peers, and challenge them to provide 
compelling evidence to support their arguments and to critically examine the evidence provided 
by different sources. This is part of what the discipline of political science is all about - to 



https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257671/pages/about-dr-wilson

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257671/files/61586035/download?verifier=Q3c6BSvEeQqgLt8JYdGiQeBcRAmt4UBC1krPT4Mk&wrap=1

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257671/pages/links

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257671/files/61585938/download?verifier=yP08CvkblvPrfPA8KNqlGhV2eZomU8CY2YmiHkgH

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257671/files/61585920/download?verifier=Qv1MYOBqf5Nc60MXcLWE4D55LEPUPVxfVN309TpA&wrap=1

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257671/files/61890217/download?verifier=gnhRkKiCrEzUz9Pq0OjWNhElUqw8Icqtx0CfOX74&wrap=1

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257671/files/61586035/download?verifier=Q3c6BSvEeQqgLt8JYdGiQeBcRAmt4UBC1krPT4Mk&wrap=1

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257671/files/61586035/download?verifier=Q3c6BSvEeQqgLt8JYdGiQeBcRAmt4UBC1krPT4Mk&wrap=1

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257671/files/61585938/download?verifier=yP08CvkblvPrfPA8KNqlGhV2eZomU8CY2YmiHkgH

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257671/files/61585920/download?verifier=Qv1MYOBqf5Nc60MXcLWE4D55LEPUPVxfVN309TpA&wrap=1

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257671/files/61585920/download?verifier=Qv1MYOBqf5Nc60MXcLWE4D55LEPUPVxfVN309TpA&wrap=1

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257671/files/61890217/download?verifier=gnhRkKiCrEzUz9Pq0OjWNhElUqw8Icqtx0CfOX74&wrap=1

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1257671/files/61890217/download?verifier=gnhRkKiCrEzUz9Pq0OjWNhElUqw8Icqtx0CfOX74&wrap=1





collect, analyze, and critically evaluate empirical evidence and to present it in a compelling, 
accurate manner. 


  


Course structure 


The course contains eight modules, 14 chapters pop quizzes, and a final essay exam. Modules 
typically have discussions to explore core concepts further and push you to apply them to 
specific issues and/or essays that integrate much of what you learned in critical reflection. For 
each module I have uploaded the publisher's PowerPoint slides summarizing the main points of 
the assigned textbook chapters, this should help you structure the course material, but they 
cannot be used as an alternative to reading the textbook.  


Finally, each module has deadlines within the module period - typically, pop quizzes are due 
first, since you need to complete the reading before you can enter into an informed discussion. If 
there is a class discussion, you will be pre-assigned to small discussion groups and there will be 
two deadlines: For the initial substantive discussion posting and a separate one for the additional 
follow-up postings (this allows the discussion to flow like a real face-to-face discussion). 


Short essays are typically due at the end of the module. It is crucial that you are aware of all 
these deadlines as soon as a module opens so you don't miss any parts and lose points. (You can 
see all the semester's deadlines below in the schedule and also within each module's 
instructions). You are responsible for keeping track of all deadlines. 


Chapter pop quiz grades will be combined into a single percentage score that will be added to 
your final class grade (see the syllabus for more information on how your class grade is 
calculated). 


To get started, please review the Announcements, Syllabus, Schedule (available below), and 
the Course Rules and Policies available at the top of this page): these are the ground rules, 
policies, and expectations for the class. I will also upload a statement on how to write clear, 
concise, well documented short papers and an example of a good quality reply posting that you 
can use as a model for your own discussion posting replies. 


There are also some additional class readings that I have uploaded to the LINKS page. If you're 
new to using the CANVAS program, please check out the guide to webcourses above and/or the 
"Success Resources" link to the left of this page.   


 Instructor Contact 


Instructor Dr. Bruce M. Wilson 


Office Phillips Hall 302 


Office Hours 
Dr. Wilson's Office Hours: by appointment in Summer A 


For GTA help or appointments (use Coursemail and send an email to your 
assigned GTA) 







Alex Norat: Groups 1-4 (Mon 12-4 pm and Friday 12-3 pm & by 
appointment) 


Miroslav Shapovalov: Groups 5-8 (Mon 10-2 pm & Thur11-2 pm & by 
appointment) 


Frank Fan: Groups 9-12 (Tuesdays 1:00 pm-3:00 pm & by appointment) 


Homepages Professor Wilson's homepage at UCF; at the CMI  in Bergen, Norway 


Phone 407-823-2608 (no voice mail) 


E-mail Please use Coursemail for all emails 


 


Course Information 


Course Name POS2041 American National Government 


Credit Hours 3 Credit Hours 


Semester/Year Summer  2017 


Location Completely online (no required face-to-face meetings) 


Required Text 


 


• "GOVT7." 2015. Edward I. Sidlow & Beth Henschen. Wadsworth Publishing; 7th 
edition. 


• (First three chapters only are available on the class homepage) 
• This edition of the book can be bought either online or at the UCF bookstore 


o While you do not need the access code for this class, the UCF bookstore has 
some editions of the textbook on sale with the access code for the same price. 


 



http://politicalscience.cos.ucf.edu/people/wilson-bruce/





Course Requirements 


Assignments • You are responsible for: 
o Keeping track of all deadlines and uploading your work before 


those deadlines 
o keeping a copy of all assignments for this class 
o checking that your grades posted online are correct; 


 discrepancies must be reported to the instructor within one 
week of being posted. 


Late, make-up, 
and extra credit 
work 


• All quizzes are opened on the first day of the semester, but their 
deadlines correspond with the modules in which the material is 
discussed (see schedule). 
o If you miss a quiz deadline, you will NOT be permitted to take 


that quiz, no exceptions! 
• Other late work (initial discussion postings and essays) will be 


penalized at a rate of 10% per day late (including weekend days and 
holidays). 


• Discussion postings cannot be made once the deadline passes and 
the discussion closes: there is no late option for final discussion 
postings. 


• No work will be accepted more than three days after the deadline. 
• There are no substitute assignments and positively NO EXTRA 


CREDIT, so please don't ask! 
• No module grade will be discussed more than a week after it 


was posted. 


 


Evaluation and Grading 


The following scale will be used for the assignment of final grades. I use traditional rounding 
up/down of grades, e.g., 89.5 will be rounded up to an "A"; 89.4 remains a "B." 


Letter Grade Points 


A 90-100 


B 80-89 


C 70-79 


D 60-69 







F 59 or below 


  


  


Assignment Percentage of Grade 


Module #1 1% 


Each module is worth 13.5% of your final class grade 


You have the option of dropping your lowest substantive 
module grade and replacing that grade with the grade 
you earn from the optional final exam (see caveat in 
Academic honesty, below). 


Pop Quizzes 4.5% 


Optional final exam 


(you should take this exam only if you want the grade 
to replace your lowest module grade) 


13.5% 


Total 100% 


 


Schedule 


Module Dates Topic/Module Readings/quizzes 
PART I: INTRODUCTION TO AMERICAN NATIONAL GOVERNMENT 


May 15-22 


Module #1: Introduction 


Module #2: US Government 
Foundations, Constitution, & 
Federalism 


Module #1: Chapter One  


Module #2: Chapters two & 
Three 


PART II: RIGHTS AND LIBERTIES & PART III: THE POLITICS OF DEMOCRACY 


May 22-June 1 
Module #3: Civil Rights & Liberties  


Module #4: Interest Groups & Political 
Parties 


Module #3: Chapter Four & 
Five 


Module #4: Chapter Six & 
Seven 







June 1-11 
Module #5: Public Opinion, Voting, 
Politics, & Media  


Module #6: Campaigns & Elections 


Module #5: Chapter eight & 
Ten  


Module #6: chapter Nine 


PART IV: INSTITUTIONS 


June 11-21 


Module #7: The Bureaucracy and the 
Judiciary  


Module #8: Congress and the 
Presidency 


Module #7: Chapter Thirteen 
& Fourteen 


Module #8: Chapter Eleven 
& Twelve 


June 21-23 Optional final cumulative essay exam 
uploaded before 5 pm 


Read: all chapters in 
textbook 


NB Full deadlines details are available in each module instructions (and in the syllabus below). 
  
Attendance Policy 


Because this is a completely online class with no face-to-face meetings, there is no attendance 
policy, per se. Having said that, you need to keep up with the pace of the class, which is very fast 
in this short semester and participate in all parts of each of the modules. 


It is important to note that each module contains more than one deadline; that is, not all work for 
a module is due on the last day listed on the Schedule. You must read each module's instructions 
for a list of deadlines for the various assignments and deadlines. It is your responsibility to check 
these deadlines as soon as a module opens so you won't miss any due dates. 


NB: The federally-mandated attendance reporting policy requires you to complete an assignment 
before the end of the first week (before 5 pm on Friday).  I will use the citizenship quiz for this 
purpose. It does not matter what score you receive on the citizenship quiz, but you must 
complete it before the deadline. Failure to do so might impact your financial aid and/or other 
support. 


FYI, if you apply for US citizenship and you fail to score more than 70% on this quiz, you would 
be denied citizenship! 


 


Academic Honesty 


Plagiarism and cheating of any kind on any examination, quiz, or assignment will result in an "F" 
for that assignment and may be subject to appropriate referral to the Office of Student 
Conduct for further action. See the updated UCF Golden Rule for further information. Any 
module that contains any material that is identified by the professor as plagiarized will not be 
eligible to be dropped as your lowest grade. Please do not plagiarize! 



http://creed.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://creed.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/





I will assume for this course that you will adhere to the academic creed of this University and 
will maintain the highest standards of academic integrity.  


I will also adhere to the highest standards of academic integrity, so please do not ask me to 
change (or expect me to change) your grade illegitimately or to bend or break rules for one 
person that will not apply to everyone. 


Furthermore, any attempt to save, store, distribute, or discuss any quiz questions for this class 
will be interpreted as cheating and will be treated accordingly. 


All your work must be done on your own; you are not allowed to collaborate on quizzes, 
discussion postings, or essays. In short, all your written work and work submitted for grading 
must be your own, original work. 


 


Sexual Harassment  


Title IX makes it clear that violence and harassment based on sex that interferes with educational 
opportunities is an offense subject to the same penalties as offenses based on other protected 
categories such as race, national origin, etc. If you or someone you know has been harassed or 
assaulted, you can find resources available to support the victim, including confidential 
resources, and information concerning reporting options at shield.ucf.edu. Perpetrators are 
subject to expulsion or termination and may also be subject to criminal penalties. 


Disability Statement 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all 
persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students 
with disabilities who need accommodations in this course must contact the professor at the 
beginning of the semester to discuss needed accommodations. No accommodations will be 
provided until the student has met with the professor to request accommodations. Students who 
need accommodations must be registered with Student Disability Services, Student Resource 
Center Room 132, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before 
requesting accommodations from the professor. 


 



http://creed.sdes.ucf.edu/
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I. POS 2041: Course Description 


Theory, organization, principles and functions of national 
government, stressing relationships of individual to all levels of 
government in our political system.  


II. Texts and Materials 
We the People an introduction to American politics - Ninth (9th) 
shorter edition - Ginsberg, Lowi and Weir 


III.   Course Calendar and Schedule (subject to revision) 
 
Lecture/Meeting Topics         Chapters 


 
 1  Introduction      1 


2  American Political Culture   1 
3 - 6    Constitutional Democracy    2 
 
7  Examination One     (July 6th – Th) 
 
8 - 11  Civil Liberties     4 
12 -13 Civil Rights      5 
  
14  Examination Two     (July 19th - Wed) 
  
15 - 17 Voting/Political Parties    9  


 18 – 19 Campaigns and Elections    10 
      
20  Examination Three (July 31st – Mon) 
 
21  Congress - Lecture        


 22  Presidency - Lecture      
23  The Federal Courts  - Lecture     


24  Examination Four (August 3rd- Th) 


  (BACE)   
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IV. Evaluation, Testing and Grading 
There will be four (4) examinations of equal value this session.  Each 
exam will cover only the units specified including targeted lectures, 
class discussions, materials, online assignments and media during that 
unit. 
 
A= 90-100% 
B=80-89%  
C=70-79% 
D=60-69% 
F=below 60% 


 
V. Student Responsibilities 


Students are responsible for all reading of text and handout material 
prior to class meeting covering those topics.  If you have difficulty 
with any of the reading or lecture material, please see instructor 
immediately.  Attendance is expected for every class meeting.  
However, should a class be missed, students are responsible for 
obtaining any information, notes or materials that were missed.  In the 
event an emergency causes an examination to be missed, one make-up 
exam may be taken within three (3) days after the scheduled exam.  
For all procedures and policies, refer to the UCF catalog and/or 
website. 
 


VI. Student Competencies 
Students will be given opportunities to think critically and make 
reasoned choices by acquiring, analyzing, synthesizing and evaluating 
data.  In addition, reading, listening, writing and speaking effectively 
will be promoted and practiced. 


 
 
 


VII. CLAST Competencies 
Reading skill, essay construction and English language skills are 
integral functions of this course. 


 
 


VIII.   GEP Objectives for POS 2041 
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Students who complete POS 2041 will demonstrate knowledge of 
American political philosophical and structural foundations 
 
Students who complete POS 2041 will demonstrate knowledge of 
American governmental institutions  
 
Students who complete POS 2041 will demonstrate knowledge of 
American political behavior 
 
Students who complete POS 2041 will demonstrate knowledge of 
American public policy 
 
Students who complete POS 2041 will be able to critically evaluate 
core aspects of American political and government 
 
Students who complete POS 2041 will understand how diversity in 
the United States impacts American politics and government 
 
Students who complete POS 2041 will demonstrate effective 
communication pertinent to American politics and government 
 


IX. Federal Financial Regulation Compliance:   Recording Academic 
Activity.  BACE submission (complete in class) for Week 1 of this 
term.   


 
As of Fall 2014, all faculty members have been required to 
document students’ academic activity at the beginning of each 
course.  In order to document that you began this course,  
complete the BACE academic activity by the end of the first week 
of classes.  Failure to do so will result in a delay in the 
disbursement of your financial aid.   
 
 


This is an interesting and important course.  It is my desire that 
you should gain much insight and understanding of our 
governmental institutions, procedures and individuals.  You are 
encouraged to express your opinions and thoughts as the class 
evolves. 
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Syllabus Summer D 2017 


Instructor Contact 


Instructor 
• Dr. Houman A. Sadri 
• Instructor's Web site 


Office 


• Howard Phillips Hall (Build. 14), Room 302 
• Orlando Campus 
• 4000 Central Florida Blvd 
• Orlando, FL 32816-1356 


Office 
Hours 


• On-line by Course Mail: T & Th: 9-11am 
EST 


• Or by appointment via email, phone, 
Skype, or office visit 


Phone • (407) 823-6023 


Email • Via Course Mail 


  


Course Information 


Course Name • Middle East Politics 


Course ID • CPO3403, Section: W or On-line  


Credit Hours • 3 (three) 


Semester/Year • Summer D, 2017 


W or On-line 


• No Class Meetings at all, but you are 
strongly recommended to watch the lecture 
videos placed in our Modules 


  



http://politicalscience.cos.ucf.edu/people/sadri-houman/





Course Description & Objectives 


This interdisciplinary course provides a foundation for understanding the complex socio-
political, cultural, and economic structure of the Middle East, a vague term that includes the 
States of North Africa, the Persian Gulf, and the Eastern Mediterranean Sea (known as the Near 
East). This class covers the major approaches, concepts, and methods, which are the necessary 
tools for analyzing and comprehending the social structure, governmental institutions, in addition 
to the formal and informal policies of this vital geographic region. 


Another purpose of this course is to go beyond stereotypes, and to stimulate students' critical 
thinking by the analysis of events and issues from both comparative as well as cross-cultural 
perspectives. The next objective is to provide an accurate and unbiased recent picture of social, 
economic, legal, political, and security challenges of the Middle Eastern nations in the post-Cold 
War period. The Middle East is a significant region for the West, because it is the source of the 
three major monotheistic religions of the world, and many of its natural resources, particularly 
the fossil fuels, are vital for the survival of the West. In the post-September 11th, the West 
(especially the US) is amazed by the level of anti-Western and anti-American sentiments in the 
region. Many ask: Why do they hate us? In response, some argue that we cannot do anything 
about the situation, while others suggest that the problem could have been avoided by a deeper 
and more comprehensive understanding of the Middle Eastern cultures, societies, and politics. 
Still others call for a revision of the failed Western policies in the last century in the region. 
These are some issues that we examine. 


Another purpose of this class is to stimulate critical analyses of events and issues in global 
affairs. It is not my place to train students to be conservative or liberal people, but I use our 
readings and my lectures to stimulate your minds. However, I have no political agenda, 
especially since I am an independent, who does not even belong to any real political party. More 
importantly, this course will also assist students to improve their written and oral communication 
skills, to gain an ability to translate knowledge from one context to another, and to apply theory 
to practice. Gaining this knowledge is important not only for students, but also for government 
and business employees and those who realize that we live in an increasingly global village. 


Format 


Our Web (or on-line) course consists of only one section, which never meets in a regular 
classroom. However, you are STRONGLY encouraged to watch the lecture videos, during 
which I gave hints about quiz and exam questions. There is no required in-class attendance, but 
students should think of our Web session like a Tuesday/Thursday course, which has 
required assignment deadlines on both Tuesdays and Thursdays. The recorded sessions are 
available in an on-line digital format on the course website. These recorded lectures make 
understanding our courses materials much easier: our experience indicates that students who 
watch the videos do much better in our course than those who do not. 


Every week, we start a new Reading Module (or lesson plan) on Tuesdays and we have 
assignments due on Tuesdays and Thursdays. The required weekly Discussion Postings are 







always due on Tuesdays at 11:59pm sharp. Our three Exam Modules also start on Tuesdays: 
their Review Sessions are on-line on Tuesdays and the Exams themselves are always on-line on 
Thursdays. The three Exam Modules are modules numbers 4 (First Midterm Exam or Exam 1), 
8 (Second Midterm Exam or Exam 2), and 12 (Final Exam). The exams are available for only 
one day on Thursdays from 6am to 11:59pm. Also, every Thursday (with the exception of 
National Holidays), we have a quiz which is available only for one day from 6am to 11:59pm. 


I prepared powerpoint lectures to make sense of a great deal of readings that students must 
complete in our text and website articles. Moreover, we heavily rely on our diverse readings 
(which provide us with a variety of views) and use them as additional lecture materials. In this 
course, we cover 12 Modules or lessons (consist of 9 Reading Modules and 3 Exam Modules). 
Each Reading Module covers at least one text chapter, and at least a few articles from our 
website. 


This short summer term we have only 9 weeks to finish the task of a 16-week term. Thus, we 
finish 2 modules each week with the exception of week 1 (Module O or orientation), week 7 
(Module 10), and week 9 (Module 12 about Final Exam and Extra Credit assignment), when we 
cover only one module. 


Each reading module is divided into seven parts: 


1. Each reading module begins with required readings, all of which MUST be completed 
before our Tuesday required discussion posting deadline at 11:59pm. Of course, you may 
begin reading ahead of time, since you have access to our text, free website articles, Class 
Schedule, and Modules. 


2. Students are required to discuss the content of readings in our on-line required Weekly 
Discussion (due every Tuesday by 11:59pm), which involves every student replying 
directly to instructor’s reading and analytical questions by using the Reply Button inside 
Instructor’s Posting.  This means that students MUST read ALL materials before the 
discussions begin; and they MUST clearly refer to ALL weekly readings in their 
posting. Your arguments in the Postings must be well-documented (in-text or MLA 
style) by using the author and the page numbers of our weekly readings. In the last 
paragraph of the posting, students should connect our readings to a current event issues 
reported by the national or international media. For this paragraph, students must conduct 
an Internet Search of Reliable sources (not Wikipedia or some unknown personal 
websites); and they MUST well-document their argument with their own Internet 
Sources. Remember that the UCF Canvas System does not accept late postings under any 
condition. Moreover, we cannot accept any gradable assignment by e-mail or Course 
Mail. 


3. Students should first complete ALL Required Readings (including website readings, 
book chapters, outlines, summaries, key concepts, and articles) for each module to better 
understand the subject before the discussions begin. 


4. Moreover, there is an Optional Question Forum for exchanges among students who 
may have additional questions about the reading materials or current events. This 
optional forum is to facilitate communications among students, so they can exchange 
ideas and learn from one another. The goal is to empower students by providing them 







the opportunity to act as teachers to help one another. Those students who act as teachers 
learn the materials better themselves, and those who listen to them tend to identify better 
with their own peers. This way, most reading questions are answered and vague points 
are clarified. And, we can make sure that the materials are clear for all students. So this 
Forum should help students with their preparation for the quizzes and tests. Thus, we use 
the Question Forum for the question/answer period by students, for students, and via 
students themselves. Serving as a monitor, the instructor interjects in the Question Forum 
only when the students’ answers to the questions are not correct (or complete) or he may 
play the role of the devil’s advocate for providing students with different perspectives. 


5. For each reading module, the next step is a quiz that covers all reading materials of that 
particular module in addition to including questions from our course syllabus and class 
requirements. There are 9 reading modules, and thus 9 quizzes. You are required to 
take at least 5 of these 9 quizzes. However, I suggest that students take all 9 quizzes, so I 
can drop their lowest 4 quizzes scores. I add up their top 5 quizzes for their final total 
quiz score. 


6. The final step in any module is the Weekly Optional (ungraded) Survey, which is 
available if you click on the Module Description Page, or click on the Quiz Page and then 
scroll down to Survey Section. These surveys are setup to be fully anonymous to provide 
privacy to students who are too shy to ask a direct question from the instructor (via 
Course Mail) or have a criticism of the course or the instructor during a particular 
module. These ungraded Surveys include two parts: the first covers the material 
highlights, but you may just say OK here, and move to the more important second part, 
where you place your criticism or praise. Since the surveys are fully anonymous, 
students should feel free to express themselves, make any constructive criticism of the 
lectures, readings, and/or format. As the instructor will not know the identity of the 
students in survey, then he may address such criticism in the Question Forum. If you 
have no criticism, you are NOT required to use these ungraded Optional Surveys. Of 
course, you are also welcome to provide any positive input, if you like any aspect of the 
class to help us maintain the more effective and useful parts of this course. Your input is 
certainly appreciated, even though you remain anonymous. 


As necessary, we may utilize audiovisual resources to further our understanding of the materials, 
if our Course Website technology allows us. All students MUST fully participate in the 
required course discussions and the question/answer forums. Our course materials (except for 
our required text) are available on-line. 


PowerPoint Information 


Some of this course's content is displayed as PowerPoint files. If you do not have PowerPoint 
installed on your system, you can download a free PowerPoint Viewer from Microsoft (Links to 
an external site.)Links to an external site. for your Windows computer. If you have a Mac or 
Windows computer you can use OpenOffice (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.. 


Teaching Philosophy 



http://www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?displaylang=en&FamilyID=048dc840-14e1-467d-8dca-19d2a8fd7485

http://www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?displaylang=en&FamilyID=048dc840-14e1-467d-8dca-19d2a8fd7485

http://www.openoffice.org/





Education is a tool for improving the quality of life. Education is not an end in itself but a 
process. My teaching philosophy is to encourage critical thinking, innovative problem-solving, 
practical application of theory, and tolerance of diverse ideas and cultures from an international 
perspective. To achieve these goals, I employ an interactive teaching style, which empowers 
students by encouraging them to contribute to the ongoing discussion of both familiar and 
unfamiliar topics and materials. My teaching goals are both to share my academic knowledge 
and experience with my students and to inspire and help them to become life-long learners. 


General Politics 


In accordance with the university’s rules and regulations, the instructor will pursue the following 
general policies: 


1. The instructor reserves all rights to modify the content of the syllabus, class schedule, 
and/or the course, as it becomes necessary. 


2. With no exception, students MUST only use Course Mail, if they need to contact the 
instructor and/or the class Teaching Assistant (TA). 


3. When sending an email to the instructor from your computer or cell, please make sure to 
use the email subject heading about your question, and always carbon copy (or "CC") the 
class TA. 


4. Students’ emails to instructor(s) about their personal class challenges must not be shared 
with the rest of the class. This is breaking the privacy rule and they could be penalized. 


5. If you receive no reply from the instructor (and/or TA) within 48-hours (during regular 
business days & hours) after sending your message (when he is not on a UCF business 
trip), it means that he has not received the message. Please re-send the original message. 


6. Respecting students’ privacy, the instructor provides student’s record only to the student 
himself/herself on a one-to-one basis. He will not discuss one student’s case in front of 
others in any public forum. Students are also not allowed to discuss their private cases in 
the public forums of our course. Thus, students must directly contact the instructor via 
Course Mail (not in class public forums), if they have questions about their own 
records, grades, or particular situations. 


7. The instructor encourages and welcomes questions as well as comments from all 
students. However, he will not allow any student to intimidate other students or dominate 
the class discussion. No student is allowed to impose his/her ideas on others or create an 
unhealthy class environment. 


8. Your Participation Score will be penalized for repeated questions whose answers are 
already in the syllabus, class schedule, or course forums. 


9. The instructor respects religious holidays & may modify a deadline on an occasion. With 
our generous drop policy, however, there is usually no need for changes. Inform the 
instructor, if your religious holiday is not listed on the UCF calendar. 


10. Since our course materials are on-line, all students MUST check Course Mail, class 
Web Forums, and their e-mails at least twice each day (once in the morning and once at 
nights) for new class announcements, news, messages and/or updates by the instructor 
and/or TA. Those who do not and claim that they did not know about any announcement 
would be considered “disengaged.” 







11. Students whose records indicate “disengagement” are penalized based on the rules. 
   


12. Without exceptions, ALL written (gradable) assignments (postings, quizzes, and exams) 
MUST be submitted to our Course Website. The format requirement is single-spaced 
format, black color font, New Times Roman font, and 10-point font size. You are 
responsible for grammar and spell checking your work. 


13. The Instructor may use students’ e-mail addresses from the UCF e-Community. Update 
your e-mail address at the Polaris (UCF Registration) system otherwise you may not 
receive certain messages. 


14. If you have an official name change during the term, you must inform the instructor 
immediately, since UCF does not do that. 


15. Students should regularly check our Website Assignments Deadline page and avoid 
submitting assignments to our Course Website at the last minute. The Website clock 
may be different from your own time, and that may lead students to miss a deadline. Late 
assignments are considered missed. No gradable assignment, posting, quiz, or exam is 
accepted by e-mail or Course Mail. It is your responsibility to submit assignments 
before the Website deadlines, Eastern Standard Time (EST). 


16. Any grade (or score) dispute or participation discrepancy must be resolved within a 
week from the day (and time) when scores are posted or the discrepancy has occurred. No 
late (or last minute) appeals will be considered. 


Make-Up Policy 


Theoretically, there are no make-ups for our quizzes, exams, or Weekly Required 
Discussion Postings. However, I drop 4 (out of 9) required quizzes, one (out of 2) required 
midterm exams, and 7 (out of 12) Required Discussion Posting for each student throughout the 
term. Thus, many students consider my “drop system” as a very generous make-up policy. 


Remember that the First Midterm Exam is required for all without an exception. After taking 
the First Exam, it can be replaced by the Second Midterm Exam, which has a higher score. 
However, the First and/or the Second Midterm Exams are NOT a replacement for the Final 
Exam. Also, there is no make-up for the Final Exam or the optional Extra Credit Quiz. 


  


Text 


The following book and materials are required for our class: 


• John L. Esposito, Unholy War: Terror in the Name of Islam, New York: Oxford 
University Press, 2002 (ISBN: 0-19-516886-0). 


•  


Additional reading materials will be available at our Website. You may access them via our 
Class Website inside each Module. 







Rules of Conduct 


One of the University of Central Florida's most enduring academic traditions is its Rules of 
Conduct code. The instructor will carefully follow the code and expects all students to do the 
same. As The Golden Rule handbook clearly states, failure to comply with university rules may 
subject violator(s) to appropriate action by university authorities and/or appropriate civil 
authorities. Serious violations of university rules will be recorded in the record of the student(s). 


UCF Disability Statement 


The university if Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all 
persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students 
with disabilities who need accommodations in this course must contact the professor at the 
beginning of the semester to discuss needed accommodations. No accommodations will be 
provided until the student has met with the professor to request accommodations. Students who 
need accommodations must be registered with Student Disability Services, Student Resource 
Center, Room 132, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before 
requesting accommodations from the professor. 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 



http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/





Course Requirements & Grading System 
Your final grade is on a Point System. On purpose, I do not put letter grades on your 
assignments, quizzes, or tests to avoid misleading interpretations of your final grade. I also 
encourage students to avoid letter grade interpretation of their scores for each assignment or test. 


Our course is organized to create equal opportunity for students with different learning skills, 
so if students are not doing well with a particular course requirement, they can still earn enough 
points to get a desirable final grade. Moreover, there is an opportunity to earn up to 5 optional 
Extra Credit Points for the final grade. 


  


Criteria Points 


5 (out of 9) Required Quizzes (on-line), 10 points each 50 
points 


Participation in Required Weekly Web Discussions,  


1 posting for each Module Part per week, each posting is 
worth 2 points. You could earn up to a maximum of 10 
points from 5 postings. There are 12 weekly discussion 
postings, so you have many opportunities to earn the 10 
points.  


10 
points 


First or Second Midterm Exam (on-line): each worth 20 
points 


20 
points 


Final Exam (on-line) is worth 20 points 20 
points 


TOTAL 100 
points 


Extra Credit (on-line) 5 
points 


  


Individuals who are active by their early postings, extensive contribution to required Discussion 
Forums, participating in Optional Forums, and helping other students in our Optional (Question 
and Technical) Forums are eligible for a higher participation score. In addition, if their final 
grade is on the borderline between two grades (e.g., A- & B+), their participation record is the 
key factor in my decision for a higher grade. 


  


Letter Grade Points 







A 93 – 100 
A- 90 – 92 
B+ 87 – 89 
B 83 – 86 
B- 80 – 82 
C+ 77 – 79 
C 73 – 76 
C- 70 – 72 
D+ 67 – 69 
D 63 – 66 
D- 60 – 62 
F 59 and below 


  


Since the grading is based on a simple point system, at any time during the term you should be 
able to add your earned points together to recognize your projected grade. Please feel free to 
contact the instructor directly, if you have any questions about your grade. 


The instructor will use the UCF plus and minus grading system which allows for a more accurate 
and fair evaluation of student performance. The range for each grade is indicated in the table. 


Quizzes 
To learn about our course topic, one must understand diverse political issues at national, 
regional, & international levels. Based on schedule, students are required to read (free of any 
cost) articles linked inside each Module of our UCF Canvas course in association with each 
text chapter. To confirm that module readings are understood, there are 9 CLOSED-BOOK 
multiple choice on-line quizzes--each related to one reading module. Closed-Book means that 
you are not supposed to use the reading materials while you take the quiz. 


Each quiz is worth 10 points (with 10 questions), and it covers all readings in one module. You 
have up to 10-minutes for each quiz. Depending on your Internet Connection to UCF, some 
students will get cut off at the 10-minute time limit, while others will be in time violation. I 
strongly suggest that you save and submit your answers before the 10th minute starts. Time 
violations are penalized by 1 point for each extra minute. 


Since UCF servers some nights go on backup (sometimes between 12 midnight to 6am) and 
some students were cut off in the past, our quizzes cannot be open for more than a day. Each 
required quiz is only open for one Thursday from 6:00am to 11:59pm, see the Quiz Schedule 
Page. Quizzes are designed for 5 minutes, but you have ONLY up to 10-minutes to complete 
each. The exceptions to this rule are the students registered with the UCF Student Disability 







Services. These students have double time for each quiz, based on UCF and US Government 
rules. However, the Disability Students MUST ask the UCF Disability Services to provide 
the instructor with documentations of their status in the VERY first week of the term. 
These students cannot use the extra time until the instructor receives the formal notification from 
UCF Disability Services. 


The quiz questions are multiple-choice and/or true-false in nature. Since there is no make-up 
for the quizzes, it is strongly recommended that students take all 9 quizzes and maximize their 
chance of higher total quiz score and avoid possible computer and network technical problems, 
which may lead to losing the opportunity to submit their quiz. To calculate students’ total quiz 
scores, however, the instructor will automatically drop their 4 lowest quiz scores and use only 
the top 5 out of their 9 quiz scores for each student. Students may earn up to a total of 50 points 
for their total quiz score. 


Note: For some students, quizzes seem more challenging than other assignments. The key issue 
for success on the quizzes is to master the readings. This means that you must fully repeat the 
readings at least 3 times, which is what I do while preparing for lectures. There is no shame in 
reading the materials 3 times. For those students, who do not master the readings, the 10-minute 
time limit will seem short. For those who do not master the readings, it is impossible to cheat on 
the quizzes, because UCF Canvas System choose 10 random questions (from a large question 
pool) for each student. No two quizzes are the same, because the question pool is very large 
with at least a couple of hundred questions. Thus, even if a few students take the same quiz 
together, they will have different sets of quiz questions within their own 10-minute. Moreover, 
the quizzes may seem to get harder, as the term moves on, so there is no choice, but to master 
(or comprehend, not memorize) the assigned readings. 


Exams 
There are 3 exams (First and Second Midterm Exams as well as Final Exam) throughout this 
term. These are all CLOSED-BOOK on-line exams. In a Closed-Book test, you may mention 
our text or lecture materials (only from your memory), but you do NOT directly “quote” text or 
lectures (with page numbers of the readings). You also do NOT document your writing. 
Documenting is citing the authors along with page numbers. In a closed-book test, quoting 
and documenting is considered plagiarism, which is a punishable act based on UCF rules. 


Each exam covers about one-third of the course materials. All students are required to take 
the First Midterm Exam without exception. Those who do not do well on the First test (or 
Exam 1) are then required to take the Second Midterm Exam (or Exam 2). For these two 
midterm exams, the instructor drops the lowest score for each student, but he firmly suggests that 
students take both midterm exams to maximize their Midterm score. If you miss the First or 
Second Midterm Exam, it will automatically drop as your lowest score. However, the First or 
Second Midterm Exam is NOT a replacement for the Final Exam. The Final Exam is 
REQUIRED for all students without an exception. The Final Exam covers the last third of the 
term. There is NO make-up for the Final Exam, so students must take it as scheduled, on the 
Quiz Schedule page. 







Regarding format, each exam will provide equal opportunity to students with different learning 
abilities. In this regard, each exam has 3 parts: Objective Questions, Short-Answers, and 
Essay Questions. In the First Part of the exam, there will be 7 objective questions (consist of 
multiple and/or true-false questions), each worth 1 point. There are no choices in this part and all 
questions must be answered. The Second Part of the exam consists of short-answer questions, 
each of which can be answered briefly in one sentence. In this part, students have options, and 
are required to answer only 2 questions, not more and not less. There will be a penalty for 
answering more or less than 2 questions in this part. Each short-answer question is worth 3 
points for a total of 6 points. The Third Part of the exam is made of essay questions. Students 
have options and are required to answer only one essay question, which is worth 7 points, 
including 2 points for the essay outline. Organize your thoughts and write down an outline 
(similar to Modules 4, 8, or 12 Sample Outlines) with at least 5 Roman Numerals (subdivided 
into at least a couple of points) before starting the essay. For this outline, the First and Last 
Roman Numerals refer to the Introduction and Conclusion sections. The other three Roman 
Numerals must relate to the other three mini questions inside your essay question. The outline is 
worth only 2 points, so take it seriously. 


The essay must be an extensive answer (at least 500 words in length), which will be evaluated 
based on following criteria: clarity, content, organization, comprehensiveness, argument 
quality, and supporting evidence (facts and examples). Before submitting exam, essay answer 
must be single-spaced format, New Times Roman font, black color font, and 10-point font size. 
You are responsible for grammar and spell checking your work. There is penalty for violation 
of these rules. Hint: Use at least a separate paragraph for each of your Roman Numerals. 


Since UCF servers some nights go on backup (sometimes between 12 midnight to 6am) and 
some students were cut off in the past, our exams cannot be open for more than a day. Each 
required exam is only open for one Thursday from 6:00am to 11:59pm, see the Quiz Schedule 
Page. Exams are designed for 45 minutes, but you have ONLY up to 60-minutes to complete 
each. The exceptions to this rule are the students registered with the UCF Student Disability 
Services. These students have double time for each exam, based on UCF and US Government 
rules. However, the Disability Students MUST ask the UCF Disability Services to provide 
the instructor with documentations of their status in the VERY first week of the term. These 
students cannot use the extra time until the instructor receives the formal notification from UCF 
Disability Services. 


Canvas System does not save your answers, if you violate the time even by a micro second. 
Depending on your Internet Connection to UCF, some students will get cut off at the 60-minute 
time limit, while others will be in time violation. I strongly suggest that you save and submit 
your answers before the 60th minute starts. Time violations are penalized by 1 point for each 
extra minute. 


Extra Credit 
There is one Optional Extra Credit opportunity worth 5 points throughout the term. This Extra 
Credit is a Quiz that covers a number of Optional Reading Assignments in Module 12 at the 
end of the term. This quiz has the same format and requirements as a regular quiz, so read the 







Quiz section. The Extra Credit Quiz is listed on the Quiz Page (and/or the Module 12 page) of 
our website in addition to our Class Schedule. The difference between the Extra Credit Quiz and 
other quizzes is that you have only 5 questions and have only 5 minutes for Extra Credit Quiz. 


Since UCF servers some nights go on backup (sometimes between 12 midnight to 6am) and 
some students were cut off in the past, this extra credit quiz cannot be open for more than a 
day. It is only open for one day from 6:00am to 11:59pm, see the Quiz Schedule Page. Extra 
Credit Quiz is designed for 2.5 minutes, but you have ONLY up to 5-minutes to complete it. 
The exceptions to this rule are the students registered with the UCF Student Disability 
Services. These students have double time for the Extra Credit Quiz, based on UCF and US 
Government rules. However, the Disability Students MUST ask the UCF Disability Services 
to provide the instructor with documentations of their status in the VERY first week of the 
term. These students cannot use the extra time until the instructor receives the formal 
notification from UCF Disability Services. 


Again, the UCF Canvas System may either cut you off or keep you in time violation (depending 
on your Internet Connection to UCF). I suggest that you save and submit this quiz before the 5th 
minute. There is penalty point for time violations. One point is subtracted for each extra minute 
beyond 5 minutes. Disability Students have double time for Extra Credit Quiz, based on UCF 
rules. 


Participation 
In our W (fully on-line) course, I look at students' on-line participation record in our 
Required Discussions, and our Optional Forums. I also see how often they help their peers or 
share useful information with our class. Those who have a strong record will get my help for a 
higher final grade in our class. If you have missed many required postings, you are strongly 
encouraged to complete the Optional Posting in Module 12 and/or the Extra Credit assignment 
(worth 5 points), which is also in Module 12. 


What do I mean by participation? Participation means students actively contributing to 
required weekly course discussions by following my instructions. Students may present 
explanation, opinion, or relevant comments about an issue, based on my instructions in each 
Web Discussion Forum. However, simply asking questions or bombarding the instructor 
with emails (whose answers are already in the syllabus) is not participation. 


In fact, students who ask questions whose answers are already in the syllabus will be considered 
disengaged (in the class), and their participation score will be penalized significantly. Students, 
who want participation score, should gain recognition from the instructor by actively 
contributing to the required discussions (on time and before the weekly deadlines). In this 
course, we have one REQUIRED discussion forums: Discussion Posting. There are also 3 
Optional forums: Questions, Tech Help, and “From the Grape Wine.” Students who want 
recognition for their activities should help their peers in these Optional Forums. 







I expect ALL my students (without an exception) to participate on time in our Required 
Weekly Discussion Forum each week: Discussion Postings. By the way, I do not accept late 
postings by e-mails to me. 


Are there any weekly participation grades? You will receive weekly scores or grades for your 
required weekly Discussion Postings. Your weekly posting are evaluated on pass/fail basis after 
meeting at least the minimum standards describe in posting instructions. If you are not sure 
about the acceptability of your work, then please make your postings by Sunday night. On 
Monday mornings, the instructor and/or class TA will send messages to students whose works 
are unacceptable (failed). Such students will have time before Tuesday deadlines to revise their 
postings to meet the minimum standards. If you make your posting after Sunday night, there 
is no time for instructor/TA's comments, so you would take a chance. Thus, you may not 
earn participation points. If you post by Sunday and receive no comments the next day, that 
means your work met the minimum standards and is acceptable. 


How do you calculate your participation score? It is easy to calculate your participation score. 
For each acceptable Discussion Posting, give yourself 2 points if you made an On-Time Posting 
that followed ALL instructions (see the Discussion Posting Guidelines section). You may earn 
up to 10 points for your Discussion Postings. We have 11 required weekly Discussion 
opportunities. I drop the lowest Discussion Posting for each student, and add the total. This 
means a maximum of 10 points for the Discussion Forum. From the Total Participation Score 
earned by the Required Postings, I subtract Penalty Points for: (1) failures to follow class rules 
(listed in our Website and my e-mails); and (2) disengagement in our course. 


There is also an Optional Posting based on the Extra Credit Readings in Module 12 at the end of 
the term. Those who miss more than 1 week of Required Discussion Posting are strongly 
encouraged to use this opportunity to neutralize 1 missed weekly posting. 


To encourage good academic behavior, individuals who are active by their early postings, 
extensive contributions to required Discussion Forums, helping other students in our Question 
& Technical Help Forums, and participating in Optional Forums are eligible for my assistance 
to their final grade, when their total scores fall on the borderline between two grades (such as A- 
& B+). Their active participation record will be the key factor influencing my decision for a 
higher grade. 


PLEASE Note: The instructor may subtract points from the final participation score of those 
students who repeatedly violate syllabus rules throughout the term. Such violations include: 
not using Course Mail, asking questions whose answers are already in the syllabus, and repeating 
errors for which they had received my comments. 


Other Assignments 
If the students take a laid back attitude towards the readings or the class discussion, the instructor 
may assign additional oral and/or written assignments in form of reports or research projects to 
stimulate participation. 







Make-Up Policy 
Theoretically, there are no make-ups for our quizzes, exams, or Weekly Required 
Discussion Postings. However, I drop four (out of 9) required quizzes, one (out of 2) required 
midterm exams, five (out of 12) Weekly Required Discussion Posting for each student 
throughout the term. Thus, many students consider my “drop system” as a very generous make-
up policy. Remember that the First Exam is required for all students, without an exception. 
Those, who do not do well on Exam 1, are required to take Second Midterm Exam, which can be 
a replacement only for Exam 1. However, the First and/or the Second Midterm Exams are NOT a 
replacement for the Final Exam. Also, there is no make-up for the Final Exam or the optional 
Extra Credit Quiz. 


Technical Challenges 
Unless there is a well-documented UCF computer, server, or network crash at one of the 
UCF locations, the responsibility of the technical problem is fully with the students. 


It is partially due to Tech Problems that we have such a generous drop policy in our course to 
minimize the impact Tech Problems. To avoid Tech Problems, I encourage the students to use 
UCF computers and Internet Network located at any of 10 different area campuses located in 
Central Florida region, if they can. This is especially important for Exams and Quizzes, which 
are open only for one day (Thursday 6:00am till 11:59pm). You have a full week for each 
weekly required posting, so if you cannot connect to our Website one day, you can try it later. 


In fact, one reason that our quizzes and exam are available only from 6am till 11:59pm is that 
many of the UCF computers, servers, and network go to a backup (or repair) process between 12 
(midnight) and 6am. Thus, I decreased the chance of my students being cut off from the UCF 
during an exam or a quiz. Moreover, there is statistically less chance of computer crashes on 
Thursdays, so all our Exam and Quizzes are available ONLY on Thursdays. 


Since different students use different equipment, software, and networks, it is the students’ 
responsibility to make sure that their system is compatible with UCF and Canvas server to avoid 
Technical Problems. For this information, please check the Technical Support button on the 
first menu of our Course Website, especially please do the “Browser Check.” 


Based on our recent experience, here are some useful suggestions: 


1. If you can, use UCF computers and network, instead of less secure home (or office) 
service. 


2. If you have the option, use wired instead of wireless services that tend to cut off 
occasionally. 


3. Use reliable Internet Browsers that have no problems with UCF network. 
4. Avoid internet pick time to take your quizzes and exams. 
5. Temporarily, suspend your computer Fire Walls, when you connect with UCF to take a 


test. 







6. Do NOT give to others your PID & NID numbers or username & passwords. 
7. If you can, use UCF labs, to have an authorized witness, if a local crash occurs. 
8. If you use your peer’s computer to take our quizzes (or exams), then you must login to 


MyUCF or Canvas, after your peer computer has been off (for at least 3 minutes). 
Violators may experience Tech Problem, and their scores automatically go to 
ZERO.  


9. If you have any Technical Problem, please contact UCF Online Support about tech 
issues. 


 


Summer D 2017 
Class Schedule & Assignments 


Date Topic Reading & Assignments 
Mon 
5/15 


UCF Semester 
Begins UCF Summer D Term officially begins 


Tues 
5/16 


Module 0: Course 
Orientation 


Read: 


• Instructor's Welcome & Orientation Postings (See Module 
Zero or M0 Video lectures Parts 1&2) 


• Syllabus, Class Schedule, & All Instructor's Postings on All 
Forums in Discussion Section 


• NOTE: Reading class rules is important, since all quizzes 
cover them. Your violation of class rules leads to participation 
penalty points for the lack of FULL engagement in our class. 


Assignments: 


• See Module Zero or M0 Video lectures Parts 1&2 
• Background Video Lecture on the Middle East. 
• Confirm your access to course by replying to instructor's "I 


am" Message in the Last Forum under Discussion Button 
• Complete the Student Background Survey.   
• NOTE: You must always use our Course Mail for 


simultaneously e-mailing our class Teaching Assistant (TA) & 
Dr. Sadri. 


Thurs 
5/18 


Module 0:  


Course 
Orientation 


Assignments: 


• On-line Video Lecture on the Middle East (See Module Zero 
or M0 Video lectures Parts 1&2).  







• Module 0 assignments are due today by 23:55. 


New Students' Assignments: 


• Confirm your access to course by replying to instructor's "I 
am" Message in the Last Forum under Discussion Button 


• Complete the Student Background Survey.  
• NOTE: You must always use our Course Mail for e-mailing 


Dr. Sadri. 


Thurs 
5/18  UCF Late Registration: Last Day to Drop 


Fri 5/19  UCF Late Registration: Last Day to Add 


Tues 
5/23 


Module 1:  


Introduction: 
Political 
Development 


Read: 


• Reading 1: Political Development 
• Esposito, Chapters 1-4 (the entire book) 
• Website Articles: 


o Fromkin, How the Modern Middle East Map Came to 
be Drawn 


o Hoffmann, "Why don't they like us?" 
o Kandell, "Iraq's Unruly Century" 
o Lewis, "Freedom & Justice in Modern the Middle East" 
o Sadri, "Non-Alignment as a Foreign Policy" 
o Munson, "Lifting the Veil" 


Assignments: 


• See M1 Video lectures Parts 1&2 
• Finish ALL readings before your postings 
• Your Discussion Posting is due by 23:59pm Tuesday. 


Tues 
5/23 


Module 2: 


Belief & Ideology  


 Read: 


• Reading 2: States, Beliefs, & Ideologies. 
• Website Articles: 


o David, "In the Name of Islam," 
o Hanif, "Islam: Sunnis & Shiites" 
o Mazrui, "Islamic & Western Values" 
o Sachedina, ""What is Islam?" 
o Sardar, "My Fatwa on the Fanatics." 
o The Economist, "Guns & Votes" 







Assignments:  


• See M2 Video lectures Parts 1&2 
• Finish ALL readings before your postings 
• Your Discussion Posting is due by 23:59pm Tuesday. 


Thurs 
5/25 


Module 1: 


Introduction  


Assignments: 


• See M1 Video lectures Parts 1&2 
• Quiz 1: available only today 6:00am-11:59pm (covering All 


Module 1 Readings & Syllabus) 
• Weekly Optional Survey Opens today 


Thurs 
5/25 


Module 2: 


Belief & Ideology  


Assignments:  


• See M2 Video lectures Parts 1&2 
• Quiz 2: available only today 6:00am-11:59pm (covering All 


Module 2 Readings & Syllabus) 
• Weekly Optional Survey Opens today 


Tues 
5/30 


Module 3: 


Classes & Groups  


Read: 


• Reading 3: Classes, Groups, & Families 
• Website Articles: 


o Bayat, "Cairo's Poor" 
o Beinin, "Working Class & Peasantry" 
o Cockburn, "Iraq's Resilient Minority" 
o Khazen, "Political Parties in Postwar Lebanon" 
o Mustikhan, "Different Faces of Islamic 


Fundamentalism" 
o The Economist, "The Bloody Stalemate Persists" 
o The Economist, "From Crisis to Crisis" 


Assignments:  


• See M3 Video lectures Parts 1&2 
• Finish ALL readings before your postings 
• Your Discussion Posting is due by 23:59pm Tuesday.. 


Tues 
5/30 


Module 4: 


First Midterm 
Exam 


Review Assignment: 


• Review all your required readings & notes 
• See M4 Video lectures Parts 1&2 
• Post any questions you may have about our readings and exam 







on Question Forum  
• On-Line Review Session 
• Instructor available during extended Office Hours in (Orlando 


Campus) Phillips Hall, Room 302 for assistance 


Thurs 
6/1 


Module 3: 


Classes & Groups  


Assignments:  


• See M3 Video lectures Parts 1&2 
• Quiz 3: available only today 6:00am-11:59pm (covering All 


Module 3 Readings & Syllabus) 
• Weekly Optional Survey Opens today 


Thurs 
6/1 


Module 4: 


First Midterm 
Day 


Assignments: 


• First Midterm Exam Day. 
• Our Exam is available on-line ONLY today from 6:00am to 


11:59pm at our website (covering Modules 1-3). 


Tues 
6/6 


Module 5: 


Traditional 
Leadership  


Read: 


• Reading 4: Patrimonial Leadership 
• Website Articles: 


o Asquith, "Turning Page on Iraq's History." 
o Hirst: "The Syrian Dilemma." 
o Klieman, Shifting Power in Mid East 
o Stone, "Doctor, Philosopher, Renaissance Man" 
o The Economist, "Deadlock in the Desert" 


Assignments: 


• See M5 Video lectures Parts 1&2 
• Finish ALL readings before your postings 
• Your Discussion Posting is due by 23:59pm Tuesday. 


Tues 
6/6 


Module 6: 


Modern 
Leadership  


Read: 


• Reading 5: Leaders & Change 
• Website Articles: 


o Alterman, "Mid East's Info Revolution 
o David, "In the Name of Islam" 
o Maynes, Mid East in the 21st Century 
o Sardar, "My Fatwa on the Fanatics" 
o Sontag, "The Erdogan Experiment" 
o Wester, "Preemption and Just War" 







o Murphy, "Egypt Vote Shows" 
o Markoff, U.S. Group Reaches 


Assignments:  


• See M6 Video lectures Parts 1&2 
• Finish ALL readings before your postings 
• Your Discussion Posting is due by 23:59pm Tuesday. 


Thurs 
6/8 


Module 5: 


Traditional 
Leadership  


Assignments: 


• See M5 Video lectures Parts 1&2 
• Quiz 4: available only today 6:00am-11:59pm (covering All 


Module 5 Readings & Syllabus) 
• Weekly Optional Survey Opens today 


Thurs 
6/8 


Module 6: 


Modern 
Leadership 


Assignments: 


• See M6 Video lectures Parts 1&2 
• Quiz 5: available only today 6:00am-11:59pm (covering All 


Module 6 Readings & Syllabus) 
• Weekly Optional Survey Opens today 


Tues 
6/13 


Module 7: 


Governmental 
Institutions 


Read: 


• Reading 6: Institutions: Military, Bureaucracy & 
Legislature 


• Website Articles: 
o Khazen, "Political Parties in Postwar Lebanon" 
o Molavi, "Letter From Iran" 
o Sontag, "The Erdogan Experiment" 
o The Economist, "From Crisis to Crisis" 
o Alvi, "Human Rights of Women" 


Assignments: 


• See M7 Video lectures Parts 1&2 
• Finish ALL readings before your postings 
• Your Discussion Posting is due by 23:59pm Tuesday. 


Tues 
6/13 


Module 8: 


Second Midterm 
Exam 


Review Assignment: 


• Review all your required readings & notes 
• See M8 Video lectures Parts 1&2 







• Post any questions you may have about our readings and exam 
on Question Forum  


• On-Line Review Session 
• Instructor available during extended Office Hours in (Orlando 


Campus) Phillips Hall, Room 302 for assistance 


Thurs 
6/15 


Module 7: 


Governmental 
Institutions 


Assignments: 


• See M7 Video lectures Parts 1&2 
• Quiz 6: available only today 6:00am-11:59pm (covering All 


Module 7 Readings & Syllabus) 
• Weekly Optional Survey Opens today 


Thurs 
6/15 


Module 8: 


Second Midterm 
Day 


Assignments: 


• Second Midterm Exam Day. 
• Our Exam is available on-line ONLY today from 6:00am to 


11:59pm at our website (covering Modules 5-7). 


Tues 
6/20 


Module 
9: Regional 
Conflicts 


Part 1: Arab-
Israeli Conflict  


Read:  


• Reading 7: The Arab-Israeli Conflict 
• Website Articles: 


o Alterman, "The US & Egypt" 
o Asmus, Does Israel Belong in the EU and NATO?" 
o Sayre, "Economics of Palestinian Return Migration" 
o Schenker, "Palestinian Challenges" 
o Wasserstein, "The Politics of Holiness in Jerusalem" 
o Wurmser, "Israeli Dilemmas" 
o Farsakh, "Time for a Bi-National State" 
o Allen, "Social Security" 


Assignments: 


• See M9-1 Video lectures Parts 1&2 
• Finish ALL readings before your postings 
• Your Discussion Posting is due by 23:59pm Tuesday. 


Tues 
6/20 


Module 
9: Regional 
Conflicts 


Part 2: Gulf 
Conflicts 


Read: 


• Reading 8: The Wars & Revolutions in the Persian Gulf  
• Website Articles: 


o Del Castilo, "Saudi Arabia's Identity Crisis" 
o Russell, "Iran in Iraq's Shadow" 







o Wiley, "Saudi Arabia: Land of Contrasts" 
o De Parle, "Fearful of Restive Foreign Labor" 


Assignments: 


• See M9-2 Video lectures Parts 1&2 
• Finish ALL readings before your postings 
• Your Discussion Posting is due by 23:59pm Tuesday. 


Wed 
6/21   UCF Withdrawal Deadline 


Thurs 
6/22 


Module 
9: Regional 
Conflicts 


Part 1: Arab-
Israeli Conflict  


Assignments:  


• See M9-1 Video lectures Parts 1&2 
• Weekly Optional Survey Opens today 


Thurs 
6/22 


Module 
9: Regional 
Conflicts 


Part 2: Gulf 
Conflicts 


Assignments:  


• See M9-2 Video lectures Parts 1&2 
• Quiz 7: available only today 6:00am-11:59pm (covering All 


Module 9 Readings & Syllabus) 
• Weekly Optional Survey Opens today 


Tues 
6/27 


Module 10: 


Economic 
Development 


Read: 


• Reading 9: Oil, Politics & Development  
• Website Articles: 


o Bennett, "Will Iraq Start to Unravel?" 
o Lunde, "The Seas of Sindbad" 
o Peterson, "The Nature of Succession in the Gulf" 
o Salehi-Isfahani, "Labor & the Challenges of Econ 


Restructuring" 
o Fattah, "Avoiding Political Talk," 
o Munson, "Lifting the Veil" 


Assignments: 


• See M10 Video lectures Parts 1&2 
• Finish ALL readings before your postings 
• Your Discussion Posting is due by 23:59pm Tuesday. 


Thurs 
6/29 


Module 10: Assignments: 







Economic 
Development 


• See M10 Video lectures Parts 1&2 
• Quiz 8: available only today 6:00am-11:59pm (covering 


Module 10 Readings & Syllabus) 
• Weekly Optional Survey Opens today 


Tues 
7/4à 


7/5 


Module 
11: Country 
Studies 


Part 1: Large 
States 


Read: 


• Website Articles: 
o Alterman, "Iran: Came the Revolution" 
o Bennett, "Will Iraq Start to Unravel?" 
o Byman, "Iraq After Saddam" 
o Chehabi, "Eighteen Years Later" 
o Del Castillo, "Saudi Arabia's Id Crisis" 
o Russell, "Iran in Iraq's Shadow." 
o Wiley, "Saudi Arabia: Land of Contrasts" 
o Molavi, "A New Day in Iran" 
o Iran, pp. 55-71 
o Iraq, pp.72-84 
o Saudi Arabia, pp. 152-160 


Assignments:  


• See M11-1 Video lectures Parts 1&2 
• Finish ALL readings before your postings 
• Your Discussion Posting is due by 23:59pm Tuesday. 


  


Tues 
7/4à 


7/5 


Module 
11: Country 
Studies 


Part 2: Small 
States 


Read: 


• Website Articles: 
o David: "In the Name of Islam." 
o Hoffmann, "Why Don't They Like Us?" 
o Peterson, "Nature of Succession in Gulf" 
o Peterson, "Dubai Puts Politics Aside" 
o DeParle, "Fearful of Restive Foreign Labor" 
o Bahrain (pp. 38-42) 
o Kuwait (pp. 108-114) 
o Oman (pp.143-147) 
o Qatar (pp.148-152) 
o UAE (pp.194-198) 


Assignments:  


• See M11-2 Video lectures Parts 1&2 
• Finish ALL readings before your postings 







• Your Discussion Posting is due by 23:59pm Tuesday. 


Thurs 
7/6 


Module 
11: Country 
Studies 


Part 1: Large 
States 


Assignments: 


• See M11-1 Video lectures Parts 1&2 
• Weekly Optional Survey Opens 


Thurs 
7/6 


Module 
11: Country 
Studies 


Part 2: Small 
States 


Assignments: 


• See M11-2 Video lectures Parts 1&2 
• Quiz 9: available only today 6:00am-11:59pm (covering 


Module 11 Readings & Syllabus) 
• Weekly Optional Survey Opens today 


Tues 
7/11 


Module 12: 


Final Exam 


Optional Extra Credit Readings: 


• Website Articles: 
o Sadri, "Surrounded: ..." 
o Murphy, "Egypt Vote Shows Unease 
o The Economist, "The Bloody Stalemate" 
o Farsakh, "Time for a Bi-National State" 
o The Economist, "From Crisis to Crisis" 
o Markoff, "US Group Reaches" 
o The Economist, "Deadlock in the Desert" 
o Fattah, "Avoiding Political Talk" 
o The Economist, "Guns & Votes" 
o DeParle, Fearful of Restive Foreign Labor 
o Allen, Social Security 
o Munson, Lifting the Veil 
o Alvi, Human Rights of Women 
o Molavi, Anew Day in Iran 


Optional Assignments: 


• Your Optional Discussion Posting is due by 23:59pm 
Tuesday.. 


• See M12 Video lectures Parts 1&2 


Tues 
7/11 


Module 12: 


Final Exam 


  


On-line Review Assignment: 


• Review all your required readings & notes 







• See M12 Video lectures Parts 1&2 
• Post any questions you may have about our readings and exam 


on Question Forum  
• On-Line Review Session 
• Instructor available during extended Office Hours in (Orlando 


Campus) Phillips Hall, Room 302 for assistance 


Optional Assignments: 


• Optional Extra Credit Quiz: available only today 6:00am-
11:59pm (covering only Optional Extra Credit Readings) 


Thurs 
7/13 


Module 12: 


Final Exam Day 


Assignments: 


• Final Exam Day. 
• Our Exam is available on-line ONLY today from 6:00am to 


11:59pm at our website (covering Modules 9-11). 
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