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POS 4142 – Metropolitan Politics – (Course number 19805) 


Professor:  Joseph Durso, MPS, MPA               Semester: Spring 2020 


Room:  Bldg. CB1 - Room 103 


Time: Monday / Wednesday   3:00PM- 4:15 PM 


Office:   Howard Phillips Hall 102                   


Hours:   By appointment 


Phone:  407-722-1155 


E-mail: Joseph.Durso@ucf.edu 


Course Text(s):    The following is/are the required text(s)/readings for the course: 


• Levine, Myron A. (2015). Urban Politics: Cities and Suburbs in a Global Age. 9
th 


edition. New York, N.Y.: Routledge Publishing. ISBN 978-0-7656-4625-5 


• Other materials will be provided to you as needed at no cost to you. 


 


Course Description 
 
This class provides an overview of the political and public policy process at a more local 


level, its nature and the various roles it, and public administration, perform in society. 


Consideration is given to purposes public policy might serve and functions public 


administration performs to improve and enhance the public’s health, safety, and well-being. 


 


Core Competencies  
 


The course addresses all of the common curriculum competencies of the Network of Schools 


of Public Policy, Affairs, and Administration (NASPAA). 


1. The ability to lead and manage in public governance; 


2. The ability to participate in and contribute to the policy process; 


3. The ability to analyze, synthesize, think critically, solve problems, and make 


decisions; 


4. The ability to articulate and apply a public service perspective;  


5. The ability to communicate and interact productively with a diverse and changing 


workforce and citizenry. 


 


Course Objectives 
 
At the end of the semester, students will possess a working knowledge of policy adoption and 


implementation, and policy analysis. Upon successful completion of the course, students will 


be able to: 


• Define and critically analyze policy issues and problems, articulate relevant decision-


making criteria for policy analysis, and evaluate alternative policy solutions    


• Identify the policy system, process, and key actors 


• Learn how to carry out the steps in performing a policy analysis 


• Become proficient at analyzing, writing, and presenting policy analysis 


recommendations 


• Identify, collect, interpret, and evaluate policy-relevant information 







 
 


Course Requirements 


 


Assignments 
 


Introduction Post: Students will prepare a post introducing themselves to the class, 


including a discussion of their background, hometown, major and why they are interested in 


taking this course. You will need to type this information in the discussion board in Week 1 


to fulfill Financial Aid requirements.  Due by Friday at 11:59 p.m. of Week 1. 


 


Discussion Participation (30%): Participation in the online discussion is expected for class 


sessions and have a significant impact on your final grade. I expect a minimum of three 


substantive discussion comments per week (one from you and two responses to your 


classmates). I will expect a response ranging from 150-200 words (unless noted). Reflections 


are to be structured as YOU like and are meant to provide you with an avenue to further 


explore ways to identify, understand, analyze and address political and public policy issues in 


your own thoughtful way. Posts are due by 11:59 p.m. EST at the end of each week 


(SUNDAY @ 11:59 p.m. EST)  


 


If you miss MORE than TWO (2) weeks of posts (so, yes 3 and over), the extra credit 


opportunity will not be accepted. No late posts will be accepted. 
 


Examinations 
 


Midterm Exam (20%): For the midterm exam, students are responsible for all subject 


matter covered during the lectures and in the assigned readings up to the point of the exam. 


Make-up exams will be permitted only in cases where a university excused absence is 


provided to the instructor. E-mail notices of illness without appropriate documentation of 


such illness will not constitute an acceptable excuse. The exam will consist of essay, fill-in, 


multiple-choice and true/false questions. The exam counts as 20% of your final grade. The 


exam will be administered on February 19, 2020 during the regular class period. 


 


Final Exam (20%): The final exam will cover all subject matter presented over the whole 


semester up to the point of the final exam. Make-ups will be permitted only in cases where a 


university excused absence is provided to the instructor. E-mail notices of illness without 


appropriate documentation of such illness will not constitute an acceptable excuse. The exam 


will consist of essay, fill-in, multiple-choice and true/false questions. It will be administered 


Wednesday, April 22, 2020 in our classroom from 1:00 PM – 3:50 PM.  
 


 
 
 







 
Required Paper 
 
Memo Proposal (10%):  Students will submit a one page typed double-spaced paper 


(including preliminary bibliography on a separate page) outlining their proposed memo 


topic. Memo topics may be any subject of interest to the student that is public policy related 


and is approved by the instructor. It will be due by Sunday at 11:59 p.m. EST of Week 5. 


 


Memo (20%): Students will prepare and submit a memorandum no more than two double-


spaced pages in length on a subject related to public policy. The page length is for the text of 


the memo only and does not include references. Memos will be evaluated primarily on the 


strength of analytic or conceptual insights and recommendations.  At a minimum there must 


be a problem, a data component; analysis and a proposed solution.    


 


Memos must follow a conventional memo format; they must be well organized and must not 


contain excessive typographical or grammatical errors. Memos and all other written 


assignments must be prepared in accordance with academic honesty provisions (see below) 


and the APA Publication Manual. These provisions most especially pertain to all direct 


quotes, citations and references, except a "running head," abstract, or table of contents is not 


required for this assignment.  


 


Students can review writing and APA style guidelines at the school website 


http://www.cohpa.ucf.edu/pubadm/. Under the tab Student Resources, click on 


“Writing/APA style.” At this site you will find links to information on APA editing 


techniques, rules in writing, basics of APA style, the APA website, and very importantly, a 


link to the UCF Writing Center. The memo will be due by Sunday at 11:59 EST of Week 9. 


 
 


Extra Credit 
 


You can earn a total of 5% extra credit throughout the semester. It will require attending or 


watching an approved event relating to public policy and writing a 200-word reflection on 


how it relates to public policy. The last day that it will be accepted is Sunday at 11:59 p.m. 


EST of Week 8.   
 


 


Financial Aid Attendance Requirement 
 


All faculty members are required to document students' academic activity at the beginning of 


each course. Completing the Introductory Post by typing the information on the 


discussion board in Week 1 will meet this requirement and document that you began 


this course will meet this requirement and document that you began this course. These 


assignments must be completed online by the end of the first week. Failure to will cause a 


delay in the disbursement of your financial aid. 



http://www.cohpa.ucf.edu/pubadm/

http://www.cohpa.ucf.edu/pubadm/





 
 


Other Class Policies 
 


Late Work and Make-Up Exams: No make-up participation points, assignments or exams 


will be allowed without a student having received prior permission from the instructor, 


and/or without a written university approved excuse. Missed quizzes or exams for which the 


student has an approved excuse must be made up within three days of the original quiz or 


exam date. No make-ups will be permitted once grades have been posted and/or assignments 


have been returned. Students are responsible for making any necessary arrangements with the 


instructor to complete outstanding course requirements within the prescribed time frames.  
 


Evaluation and Grading: 


To summarize, the grading for the course breaks down as follows and is based on a 100-point 


scale: 


• Participation in Weekly Discussions: 30%  


• Memo Proposal: 10%  


• Midterm Exam: 20%  


• Memo 20%  


• Final Exam: 20%  


 


Letter Breakdown: 


A 92.5-100% 


A- 90-92.49% 


B+ 87-89.99% 


B 83-86.99% 


B- 80-82.99% 


C+ 77-79.99% 


C 73-76.99% 


C- 70-72.99% 


D+ 67-69.99% 


D 63-66.99% 


D-  60-62.99% 


F  59.99% or below 


  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 







 
E-mail 
 


As a general rule, I try to give responses within 24 hours: 


• Please Include “Subject” headings (e.g., Activity 1, Paper Grade) and class number 


(POS 4142). 


• Be patient. I check e-mail several times a day during the week, and you can usually 


expect a response within 24 hours. 


• Remember that e-mail communication does not have the face-to-face communication 


benefits of voice inflection, body language, etc. As a result, it is very easy for 


misunderstandings to occur with email.  


 


Online Decorum and Respect 
 


I like to engage in discussions that are thought-provoking and are aimed to challenge students 


and to help everyone grow. I anticipate learning as much from you as you will from me. I 


expect everyone to respect their peers regardless of whether they agree or disagree with 


them. Personal attacks will not be tolerated on any medium or in any way throughout the 


semester.   


 


Recording in Class 
 


In short – it’s not allowed.  I expect students and guests alike in all my classes to be able to 


speak freely and honestly about the topics being discussed in class… Therefore… 


 


THERE IS NO RECORDING ALLOWED IN CLASS OF ANY KIND WITHOUT THE 


EXPRESSED CONSENT OF BOTH THE PROFESSOR AND (WHEN APPLICABLE) 


THE GUEST.   


 


The only exception to this rule is if a student asks for an accommodation in accordance with 


the guidelines set by student accessibility services office.   


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 
 
 
 







 
 


Course Schedule 
Week/Date Topics Covered Assignment 


Week 1 (1/6) 
Course Overview / Syllabus; What is Public 


Policy?                 
• Review Syllabus 
• Post in Discussion (Financial Aid Requirement)  


Week 2 (1/13) 
Power; Privatism; The Urban Situation • Read Levine, Chapter 1 


• Post in Discussion 


Week 3 (1/20) 
Growth and Decline of Cities; Corporate and 


Private Power; 
• Read Levine, Chapter 2 


• Post in Discussion 


Week 4 (1/27) 
Gentrification and Globalization                    • Read Levine, Chapter 3 


• Post in Discussion 


Week 5 (2/3) 


Decision Making; Economic Development; 
Regime Theory 


• Read Levine, Chapter 4 


• Post in Discussion 


•  MEMO PROPOSAL DUE 


Week 6 (2/10) 
Dillon’s Rule; Preemption; Home Rule; Finance; 


Leaders and Leadership 
• Read Levine, Chapter 5 


• Post in Discussion 


Week 7 (2/17) 


Political Machines and Reform 


MIDTERM EXAM – Wednesday, 2/19/2020 


• Read Levine, Chapter 6 


• NO DISCUSSION   


Week 8 (2/24) 


Citizen engagement and Participation; 
Community Organizing                                      


• Read Levine, Chapter 7 
• Post in Discussion 


•  EXTRA CREDIT DEADLINE 


Week 9 (3/2) 


Municipal Services; Taxes; Vouchers; Schools; 
Measurement                                               


 


• Read Levine, Chapter 8 


• Post in Discussion 


• MEMO DUE                  


Week 10 (3/16) 


Racial Stratification; Land Use; Smart Growth               


 


• Read Levine, Chapter 9 
• Post in Discussion 


Week 11 (3/23) 
Regional Governments; Coalitions; Annexation 


and Consolidation.                 
• Read Levine, Chapter 10 
• Post in Discussion 


Week 12 (3/30) 
Cooperative and Fiscal Federalism; State and 


National Policy; Local Impacts 
• Read Levine, Chapter 11 
• Post in Discussion 


Week 13 (4/6) 
Sustainable Cities; Economic Development; The 


Global Age 
• Read Levine, Chapter 12 
• Post in Discussion 


Week 14 (4/13) Make Up Lecture(s) • No Assignments 


Week 15 (4/20) 
FINAL EXAM – Wednesday, 4/22/2020 • No Class Monday or Assignment this week 







 
 


Academic Integrity 
 
Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of Conduct at 


http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/process/roc. According to Section 1, “Academic Misconduct,” 


students are prohibited from engaging in 


1. Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, 


information or study aids in any academic exercise unless specifically authorized by 


the instructor of record. The unauthorized possession of examination or course-


related material also constitutes cheating. 


2. Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral means: The 


presentation of material which has not been studied or learned, but rather was 


obtained through someone else’s efforts and used as part of an examination, course 


assignment, or project. 


3. Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to another person, 


student, and/or uploading course material to a third-party vendor without 


authorization or without the express written permission of the university and the 


instructor. Course materials include but are not limited to class notes, Instructor’s 


PowerPoints, course syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, instruction sheets, homework, study 


guides, handouts, etc. 


4. Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work. 


5. Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the 


source, thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s 


own. 


6. Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than once 


without the express written permission of the instructor. 


7. Helping another violate academic behavior standards. 


For more information about Academic Integrity, consult the International Center for 


Academic Integrity http://academicintegrity.org.  For more information about plagiarism and 


misuse of sources, see “Defining and Avoiding Plagiarism: The WPA Statement on Best 


Practices” http://wpacouncil.org/node/9. 


Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating 


Students should also familiarize themselves with the procedures for academic misconduct in 


UCF’s student handbook, The Golden Rule 


http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/docs/goldenrule.pdf. UCF faculty members have a 


responsibility for students’ education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to prevent 


unethical behavior and when necessary respond to academic misconduct. Penalties can 


include a failing grade in an assignment or in the course, suspension or expulsion from the 


university, and/or a “Z Designation” on a student’s official transcript indicating academic 


dishonesty, where the final grade for this course will be preceded by the letter Z. For more 


information about the Z Designation, see http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade.     



http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/process/roc

http://academicintegrity.org/

http://academicintegrity.org/

http://wpacouncil.org/node/9

http://wpacouncil.org/node/9

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/docs/goldenrule.pdf

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/docs/goldenrule.pdf

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade





 
 


Accessibility Statement 
 
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all 


persons with disabilities. Students with disabilities who need access to course content due to 


course design limitations should contact the professor as soon as possible. Students should 


also connect with Student Accessibility Services (SAS) http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/ (Ferrell 


Commons 185, sas@ucf.edu, phone 407-823-2371). For students connected with SAS, a 


Course Accessibility Letter may be created and sent to professors, which informs faculty of 


potential course access and accommodations that might be necessary and reasonable. 


Determining reasonable access and accommodations requires consideration of the course 


design, course learning objectives and the individual academic and course barriers 


experienced by the student. Further conversation with SAS, faculty and the student may be 


warranted to ensure an accessible course experience. 


 


Writing/APA Style Assistance 
 
Successful undergraduate work requires reasonable proficiency in writing skills (grammar, 


spelling, syntax, use of paragraphs and punctuation), as well as proper documentation of 


sources and citation of references (APA’s most recent edition). Poor writing and use of APA 


will result in a lower grade on assignment. There are many references available for students 


on the School of Public Administration’s website at:  


https://www.cohpa.ucf.edu/publicadmin/student-resources/ 


 


Religious Observances or Military-Related Responsibilities 
 


If you experience a scheduling conflict or need accommodation for religious observance or 


military-related responsibilities, give me a heads up and we’ll make sure you get what you 


need. Please do so BEFORE the conflict arises. Students must notify their instructor in 


advance if they intend to miss class for a religious observance. For more information, see the 


UCF policy at: 


http://regulations.ucf.edu/chapter5/documents/5.020ReligiousObservancesFINALJan19.pdf. 


 
 


Notice of Copyright 
 


This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, images, 


text materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use doctrine in order to 


enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, download or distribute 


these items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for this classroom environment and 


your use only. All copyright materials are credited to the copyright holder. 


 


 



http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

mailto:sas@ucf.edu

mailto:sas@ucf.edu

https://www.cohpa.ucf.edu/publicadmin/student-resources/

https://www.cohpa.ucf.edu/publicadmin/student-resources/

http://regulations.ucf.edu/chapter5/documents/5.020ReligiousObservancesFINALJan19.pdf

http://regulations.ucf.edu/chapter5/documents/5.020ReligiousObservancesFINALJan19.pdf





 
 


 


Make-Up Assignments for Authorized University Events or Co-curricular 


Activities 


 
Students who represent the university in an authorized event or activity (for example, 


student-athletes) and who are unable to meet a course deadline due to a conflict with that 


event must provide the instructor with documentation in advance to arrange a make-up. No 


penalty will be applied. For more information, see the UCF policy at: 


http://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-


401.2MakeUpAssignmentsorAuthUnivEventsorCocurricularActivities.pdf 
 


UCF Creed 
 


Integrity I will practice and defend academic and personal honesty. 


Scholarship I will cherish and honor learning as a fundamental purpose of my 


membership in the UCF community. 


Community I will promote an open and supportive campus environment by respecting 


the rights and contributions of every individual. 


Creativity I will use my talents to enrich the human experience. 


Excellence I will strive toward the highest standards of performance in any endeavor I 


undertake. 


 
 


Campus Safety Statement 
 


Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise during class, everyone needs to work 


together. Students should be aware of their surroundings and familiar with some basic safety 


and security concepts. 


• In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance. 


• Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall near 


the door. Students should make a note of the guide’s physical location and review the 


online version at http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html. 


• Students should know the evacuation routes from each of their classrooms and have a 


plan for finding safety in case of an emergency. 


• If there is a medical emergency during class, students may need to access a first-aid 


kit or AED (Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those are located, see 


http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/AEDlocations-UCF (click on link from menu on left). 



http://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-401.2MakeUpAssignmentsorAuthUnivEventsorCocurricularActivities.pdf

http://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-401.2MakeUpAssignmentsorAuthUnivEventsorCocurricularActivities.pdf
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• To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF 


text alerts by going to https://my.ucf.edu and logging in. Click on “Student Self 


Service” located on the left side of the screen in the toolbar, scroll down to the blue 


“Personal Information” heading on the Student Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, 


fill out the information, including e-mail address, cell phone number, and cell phone 


provider, click “Apply” to save the changes, and then click “OK.” 


• Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their 


instructors outside of class. 


• To learn about how to manage an active-shooter situation on campus or elsewhere, 


consider viewing this video (https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk). 


Campus Safety Statement for Students in Online-Only Courses 


Though most emergency situations are primarily relevant to courses that meet in person, such 


incidents can also impact online students, either when they are on or near campus to 


participate in other courses or activities or when their course work is affected by off-campus 


emergencies. The following policies apply to courses in online modalities. 


• To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF 


text alerts by going to https://my.ucf.edu and logging in. Click on “Student Self 


Service” located on the left side of the screen in the toolbar, scroll down to the blue 


“Personal Information” heading on the Student Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, 


fill out the information, including e-mail address, cell phone number, and cell phone 


provider, click “Apply” to save the changes, and then click “OK.” 


• Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their 


instructors outside of class. 


 


Disclaimer Statement:  
 


Please note this is a tentative syllabus, and the instructor reserves the right to 


make any changes that may be necessary to meet the objectives of the course.  
 



https://my.ucf.edu/

https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk

https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk

https://my.ucf.edu/

https://my.ucf.edu/






Jump to Today  Edit


Welcome to POS 4282: Judicial Process & Politics! Please study this syllabus carefully. It's written to answer questions you're


likely to have and help maximize your performance in this class. After studying this syllabus, proceed to the Start Here Module


(link at bottom of page) which includes a Syllabus Quiz.


Instructor: Barry Edwards, J.D., Ph.D. (About Me)


Office: Howard Phillips Hall 102C (Where's This?


(http://map.ucf.edu/locations/14/howard-phillips-hall-


hph/) )


Phone: 407-823-2608


E-mail: barry.edwards@ucf.edu


(mailto:barry.edwards@ucf.edu)


Office Hours: TBD


GTA: TBD


Course Name: Judicial Process and Politics


Course ID & Section: POS4284-20Spring 0W60


Credit Hours: 3


Semester/Year: Spring 2020


Web Only Course


Judicial Process and Politics examines the role of the judiciary in American society.  Please read this syllabus


carefully.  This is an online only course.  The course material is organized into a series of modules.  When you've


finished reading this syllabus, you can start with the "Start Here" module (there's a link to it at the bottom of the


syllabus).


In this course, we will primarily be concerned with the process of law, rather than the product of legal processes. The


law is not simply a collection of outcomes, policies, decisions and decrees. Law is also a method for transforming


contentious issues into enforced solutions. But this process is far from simple or mechanical. Abstract rules and


general principles provide some guidance in this transformation of contentiousness, but social norms, broader public


understanding, and strategies of legal interpretation also play a role in this process.


One of the main goals of this class is for students to gain realistic perspectives on the judiciary and legal system in


the United States. Chances are, much of what you think about judges, courts, and lawyers comes from what you've


seen on television and in the movies. It's important for students to feel what it's really like to be inside a courtroom


and hear what it's like to go to law and practice law for a living. These activities will help displace the images you have


in mind and help you see why the course material is relevant and important.


Course prerequisites: ENC 1102 (Freshman Composition II), POS 2041 (American National Government) or consent


of the instructor. 


Understand terminology and concepts related to judicial process and politics


https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1342960
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Understand basic history and organizational principles of U.S. court system


Evaluate the role of the courts in democratic society


Compare the popular perception of the legal system to the realities of American courtrooms


Evaluate the fairness of the judicial system for racial minorities and the poor


Develop in-depth understanding of a particular judicial process through direct observation and critical analysis


REQUIRED: Neubauer, David, and Stephen Meinhold. 2016.  Judicial Process: Law, Courts, and Politics in the


United States, Seventh Edition. Boston, MA: Wadsworth, Cengage Learning (hereafter “Neubauer & Meinhold”). 


ISBN-13: 978-1305506527, ISBN-10: 1305506529.  See on Amazon  (https://www.amazon.com/Judicial-Process-


Courts-Politics-United/dp/1305506529/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1470240246)


REQUIRED: Lewis, Anthony. 1989. Gideon's Trumpet. New York: Vintage Books. ISBN-13: 978-0679723127.


ISBN-10: 0679723129 [Originally published in 1964].  See on Amazon  (http://www.amazon.com/Gideons-


Trumpet-Anthony-Lewis/dp/0679723129/ref=la_B000APOQU0_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1437530734&sr=1-1) .  


BOOK BUYING ISSUES?  Don't wait until the second or third week of class to get the books required for this


class.  If the timing of financial aid is an issue, take advantage of UCF's Textbook Purchase Programs


(https://finaid.ucf.edu/receiving/funds-for-books/) .


SUPPLEMENTAL READINGS. Additional readings will be announced and/or distributed online.  In particular,


these readings will focus on rulings from the most recent Supreme Court term(s), and articles regarding the


various uses of federal and state judicial power.


RECOMMENDED: Read your local newspaper's coverage of trials in your area.  It's not only interesting to see


how these cases are reported, news reports can alert you to great opportunities to observe courtroom proceedings


in your area (which will help you complete the required original research project). 


 Your final grade is based on following components:


https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1342960
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Module Quizzes (50%) - Each substantive module in this course includes a short quiz to test your understanding


of the assigned material.  Module quizzes consist of multiple choice, true-false, and short answer questions.  Your


lowest module quiz score will be dropped.


1. 


Final Exam (20%) – The final examination is cumulative and will require students to apply their understanding of


the subject matter in a constructive manner.  Students can expect a mix of multiple choice and true-false


questions.


2. 


Module Review Exercises (10%) - Each numbered module in this course contains at least one exercise design to


increase your understanding of the assigned material.  Your lowest module review exercise score will be dropped.


3. 


Small Group Discussions (20%) - Each student will be assigned to a small group of 5-10 students.  In your small


groups, you'll discuss how the course material, share independent research, and tell your group what you've


learned through class-related activities. 


4. 


https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1342960
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Date Details


Mon Jan 6, 2020


Start Module/Week 1: Law, Courts, and Politics (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1779625&include_contexts=course_1342960)
12am


UCF Classes Begin! (Spring 2020) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1779629&include_contexts=course_1342960)
12am


Syllabus Quiz (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1342960/assignments/6380683) due by 11:59pm


Thu Jan 9, 2020


Drop/Swap Deadline (Spring 2020) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1779636&include_contexts=course_1342960)
12am


Discussion: Meet Your Small Group (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1342960


/assignments/6380697)
due by 11:59pm


Law, Courts, and Politics Hangman (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1342960


/assignments/6380709)
due by 11:59pm


Fri Jan 10, 2020


Add Deadline (Spring 2020) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1779626&


include_contexts=course_1342960)
12am


Evidence of Academic Engagement Quiz (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1342960


/assignments/6380677)
due by 5pm


Sun Jan 12, 2020


Reminder: Small Group Discussion Replies Due (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1779618&include_contexts=course_1342960)
12am


Module 1 Quiz: Law, Courts & Politics (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1342960


/assignments/6380691)
due by 11:59pm


Mon Jan 13, 2020
Start Module/Week 2: Law and Legal Systems (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1779611&include_contexts=course_1342960)
12am


Thu Jan 16, 2020
Law and Legal Systems Vocab Word Search (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1342960/assignments/6380708)
due by 11:59pm


Sun Jan 19, 2020
Module 2 Quiz: Law and Legal Systems (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1342960


/assignments/6380686)
due by 11:59pm


Mon Jan 20, 2020
Start Module/Week 3: Federal Courts (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1779613&


include_contexts=course_1342960)
12am


Thu Jan 23, 2020


Discussion: A Courthouse Near You (Requires You to Visit a Courthouse)
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1342960/assignments/6380696)


due by 11:59pm


Federal Courts Crossword (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1342960/assignments


/6380705)
due by 11:59pm


Sun Jan 26, 2020


Reminder: Small Group Discussion Replies Due (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1779621&include_contexts=course_1342960)
12am


Module 3 Quiz: Federal Courts (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1342960/assignments


/6380675)
due by 11:59pm
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Date Details


Mon Jan 27, 2020
Start Module/Week 4: State Courts (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1779609&


include_contexts=course_1342960)
12am


Thu Jan 30, 2020
State Courts Jeopardy Game (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1342960/assignments


/6380712)
due by 11:59pm


Sun Feb 2, 2020
Module 4 Quiz: State Courts (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1342960/assignments


/6380687)
due by 11:59pm


Mon Feb 3, 2020
Start Module/Week 5: Lawyers and Legal Representation (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1779606&include_contexts=course_1342960)
12am


Thu Feb 6, 2020


Discussion: Costs and Benefits of Attending Law School (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/courses/1342960/assignments/6380693)
due by 11:59pm


Lawyers and Legal Representation Crossword Puzzle (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/courses/1342960/assignments/6380710)
due by 11:59pm


Sun Feb 9, 2020


Reminder: Small Group Discussion Replies Due (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1779617&include_contexts=course_1342960)
12am


Module 5 Quiz: Lawyers and Legal Representation (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1342960/assignments/6380681)
due by 11:59pm


Mon Feb 10, 2020
Start Module/Week 6: Judges (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1779605&


include_contexts=course_1342960)
12am


Thu Feb 13, 2020
Judges Hangman Game (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1342960/assignments


/6380707)
due by 11:59pm


Sun Feb 16, 2020
Module 6 Quiz: Judges (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1342960/assignments


/6380690)
due by 11:59pm


Mon Feb 17, 2020
Start Module/Week 7: Mobilizing the Law (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1779602&


include_contexts=course_1342960)
12am


Thu Feb 20, 2020


Discussion: Practicing Law (Requires You to Interview an Attorney)
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1342960/assignments/6380698)


due by 11:59pm


Mobilizing the Law Jeopardy Game (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1342960


/assignments/6380711)
due by 11:59pm


Sun Feb 23, 2020


Reminder: Small Group Discussion Replies Due (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1779622&include_contexts=course_1342960)
12am


Module 7 Quiz: Mobilizing the Law (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1342960


/assignments/6380676)
due by 11:59pm


Mon Feb 24, 2020
Start Module/Week 8: Criminal Justice: Preliminary Stages (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1779628&include_contexts=course_1342960)
12am


Thu Feb 27, 2020
Criminal Justice: Preliminary Stages Sequencer (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1342960/assignments/6380703)
due by 11:59pm


Sun Mar 1, 2020
Module 8 Quiz: Criminal Justice: Preliminary Stages (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/courses/1342960/assignments/6380679)
due by 11:59pm


Mon Mar 2, 2020
Start Module/Week 9: Criminal Justice: Bargaining and Sentencing (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


12am


https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1342960
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Date Details


/calendar?event_id=1779601&include_contexts=course_1342960)


Thu Mar 5, 2020


Criminal Justice Word Search (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1342960/assignments


/6380704)
due by 11:59pm


Discussion: High Profile Criminal Trials in the News (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/courses/1342960/assignments/6380695)
due by 11:59pm


Sun Mar 8, 2020


Reminder: Small Group Discussion Replies Due (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1779635&include_contexts=course_1342960)
12am


Module 9 Quiz: Criminal Justice: Bargaining and Sentencing
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1342960/assignments/6380684)


due by 11:59pm


Mon Mar 9, 2020
Start Module/Week 10: Civil Litigation: How Cases Begin (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1779620&include_contexts=course_1342960)
12am


Thu Mar 12, 2020
Civil Litigation: Disputing Pyramid Sequencer (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1342960/assignments/6380702)
due by 11:59pm


Sun Mar 15, 2020
Module 10 Quiz: Civil Litigation: How Cases Begin (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1342960/assignments/6380678)
due by 11:59pm


Mon Mar 16, 2020
Start Module/Week 11: Civil Litigation: How Cases End (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1779598&include_contexts=course_1342960)
12am


Thu Mar 19, 2020


Civil Litigation Crossword Puzzle (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1342960


/assignments/6380701)
due by 11:59pm


Discussion: High Stakes Civil Litigation in the News (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/courses/1342960/assignments/6380694)
due by 11:59pm


Fri Mar 20, 2020
UCF Withdrawal Deadline (Spring 2020) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1779614&


include_contexts=course_1342960)
12am


Sun Mar 22, 2020


Reminder: Small Group Discussion Replies Due (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1779634&include_contexts=course_1342960)
12am


Module 11 Quiz: Civil Litigation: How Cases End (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1342960/assignments/6380688)
due by 11:59pm


Mon Mar 23, 2020
Start Module/Week 12: Trials and Juries (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1779630&


include_contexts=course_1342960)
12am


Thu Mar 26, 2020
Trials and Juries Sequencer (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1342960/assignments


/6380714)
due by 11:59pm


Sun Mar 29, 2020
Module 12 Quiz: Trials and Juries (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1342960


/assignments/6380685)
due by 11:59pm


Mon Mar 30, 2020
Start Module/Week 13: The Appellate Process (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1779596&include_contexts=course_1342960)
12am


Thu Apr 2, 2020


Discussion: Florida Appeals Court Opinion on a Statute of Limitations
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1342960/assignments/6380699)


due by 11:59pm


The Appellate Process Hangman Game (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1342960


/assignments/6380713)
due by 11:59pm
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Sun Apr 5, 2020


Reminder: Small Group Discussion Replies Due (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1779632&include_contexts=course_1342960)
12am


Module 13 Quiz: The Appellate Process (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1342960


/assignments/6380682)
due by 11:59pm


Mon Apr 6, 2020
Start Module/Week 14: U.S. Supreme Court Agenda Setting (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1779633&include_contexts=course_1342960)
12am


Thu Apr 9, 2020
U.S. Supreme Court Agenda Setting Crossword Puzzle (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/courses/1342960/assignments/6380715)
due by 11:59pm


Sun Apr 12, 2020
Module 14 Quiz: U.S. Supreme Court Agenda Setting (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/courses/1342960/assignments/6380692)
due by 11:59pm


Mon Apr 13, 2020
Start Module/Week 15: U.S. Supreme Court Justices and Their Decisions
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1779594&include_contexts=course_1342960)


12am


Thu Apr 16, 2020


Discussion: History in the Making in the U.S. Supreme Court (Spring 2020)
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1342960/assignments/6380700)


due by 11:59pm


Identify Warren Court Justices (May Require Web Research)
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1342960/assignments/6380706)


due by 11:59pm


Sun Apr 19, 2020


Reminder: Small Group Discussion Replies Due (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1779619&include_contexts=course_1342960)
12am


Module 15 Quiz: U.S. Supreme Court Justices and Their Decisions
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1342960/assignments/6380689)


due by 11:59pm


Mon Apr 20, 2020
Study for POS 4284 Final Exam! (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1779615&


include_contexts=course_1342960)
12am


Sun Apr 26, 2020
POS 4284 Final Exam, Spring 2020 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1342960


/assignments/6380680)
due by 11:59pm


Thu Apr 30, 2020
Grades Due to UCF by noon (Spring 2020) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1779616&include_contexts=course_1342960)
12am
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POS4284 -Spring 2020.0W61  


Judicial Process and Politics 


Roger Handberg  
 


Instructor Contact:                                                                 


Instructor Roger Handberg 
Office Phillips Hall 302 
Office  
Hours  10:00-11:30 MTW or email for appointment 


Phone 407-823-2608 
Class  


E-mail outside Canvas roger.handberg@ucf.edu 


 


Course Overview: 


Official Catalog Course Description: "Study of the formal and informal judicial 
process. Legal culture, bureaucratic model, judicial recruitment and outputs, 
comparative judicial behavior." 


Within this course, students are introduced to the various groups, subcultures, 
organizations and processes found within the legal system along with its associated 
governmental and social structures. The analytic focus is upon the judge, the 
judicial process itself, and the factors that impinge upon both. Several theories and 
models of that decisional process will be presented along with some analysis of the 
extent to which court decisions are obeyed by those supposedly bound to obey the 
court's decision. The traditional view is that courts need not concern themselves 
with such questions as to whether actual compliance with court decisions occurs or 
not. Reality however is more complex where court decisions are often ignored or 
subverted into something very different from the court's original decision. Law is 
seen here as one of the several competing pressures upon participants before the 
court and the judges themselves. Participants is defined to include both legal 
practitioners, individuals as plaintiffs, defendants, witnesses and jury members 
along with court staff including the judge. Judges work within work groups whose 
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membership consists of the judge, court staff, attorneys in various roles plus 
outside participants such as parole and probation officers and the police. In fact, in 
some circumstances, the law may not be the major influence upon the process 
especially in the criminal justice area where informal processes often work in ways 
that exclude the public in order to further institutional goals such as caseload 
management and public relations. Legal policy is contested both when the laws are 
written and enforced. The results may be much different than the original intent of 
the law's creators. 


Court systems are politically created, their task is social control which means the 
question of what courts do and who becomes the judges remain controversial 
questions. Deciding what the best court system is has been a much debated 
question over the years. The question becomes one of balancing off the demands 
for public involvement in the courts and the need to preserve judicial 
independence. The difficulties of legal reform will be explored using Florida are 
one example of that process. This state has been a major player in national judicial 
reform issues - a fact that caused some difficulty when the public abruptly rejected 
these efforts. For example, in November 2000, a proposed change in how Florida's 
state trial court judges are selected was rejected overwhelmingly by the Florida 
electorate. Later in 2001, the Republican led Florida legislature changed the 
process of judicial selection due to their anger concerning the Florida Supreme 
Court's role in 2000 presidential election. Their changes gave greater power to the 
then governor, Jeb Bush, whose brother's election to the presidency in 2000 had 
been put in doubt by the Florida Supreme Court. Those participants left office but 
the enhanced power of the governor to influence which judges are selected remains 
unaffected. Reforms made to the legal system often have long life spans in terms of 
their impact. Judicial appointments can last long after the original accession to 
office. 


The United States Supreme Court (USSC) will be examined in order to identify the 
exercise of justice discretion in making decisions and the possibilities for court 
leadership by the Chief Justice and other justices. In addition, much energy is 
expended on the important question of who should become a federal judge. 
Confirmation hearings have in some instances turned into public ordeals as 
interested parties clashed over the question of candidate qualifications and fitness 
to serve. The reason for all this commotion is simple, Americans do believe it 
matters who becomes a federal judge. The USSC will be one vehicle through 
which social science and legal perspectives are used to explain why and on what 
basis justices (judges generally) make decisions. Finally, we will look at the law 
and the courts as mechanisms through which social and political change occurs. 







Courts do impact the development of the law and the trends inside the society but 
their influence is normally indirect and long term. 


 


Required Text: 


• Robert A. Carp, Kenneth L. Manning, Lisa M. Holmes, and Robert Stidham 
- Judicial Process in America (11th ed). References as "text" in the modules 
when assigning readings from the text. 


Assigned readings from the textbook are indicated in the Modules. Additional 
materials are linked to the class website for student review. Students are 
responsible for making sure they read all such assignment materials since all of 
those will be tested during the two examinations or three assignments. Be aware 
when modules open, so you need to read them even if no written assignment or 
discussion appears for that module. All materials can appear on the exams. 


 


Course Grade Structure: 


• Examinations:  
o 1st examination - 20% 
o 2nd examination - 20% 


• Module Assignments:  
o Assignment 1 - 20%   
o Assignment 2 - 20%  
o Assignment 3 - 20% 


 


Financial Aid Assignment: 


There is a Financial Aid Assignment that all students receiving financial aid must 
complete in a timely manner in order to verify their attendance in the course, go to 
the Assignments tab to locate that requirement. Failure to complete this assignment 
could lead to you being required to immediately repay loans or not receive your 
financial aid. This is a federal requirement being enforced at UCF through 
Financial Aid.  







  
 


Examinations: 


No makeup examinations are given except for the last examination. All students 
must take the last examination, no exceptions. Examinations may be a combination 
of short answer and essay. The exact mix may vary from examination to 
examination. Specific materials to be covered on a specific examination will be 
announced by the instructor through a class email prior to the examination date. 
Students are responsible for all materials including readings posted on the web site. 
Essay exams require writing in terms of sentences and paragraphs, not mere lists 
unexplained. Proper grammar and spelling is expected. 


 


Assignments: 


The assignments referenced above refer to assignments posted on the course 
website. These assignments involve reading materials and then answering in the 
form of short essays specific questions regarding courts and law. Assignment 
answers are uploaded as Word documents to the Assignment function of the 
course. Late assignments are graded down a letter grade a day if late. Missed 
assignments will not be made up. This means the Assignment function will not 
be reopened to allow completing late assignments barring very unusual and 
verifiable circumstances. Assignments must be in MS Word, minimum of 
1200 words, and at least 8 references, no abstracts of your essay are allowed 
since that is simply padding your word count. Submission of assignments in 
other than Word is not allowed, the second time; you will receive a zero for 
the assignment. NOTE: Wikipedia is not an acceptable reference, if used, it 
will result in a failing grade (zero) for that assignment. Note all quotes must 
have a reference identifying where it came from, failure to do so can result in 
points reduction. Proper grammar and spelling is expected. 


Proper citation is important especially since I reserve the right to check on your 
cite as to its relevance and accuracy. In other words, do not list references you have 
not read. Be aware, I read all assignments and exams, not a graduate teaching 
assistant, this takes time so be patient. 







Formatting for Assignments, proposals and papers in 
Handberg Courses: 


Papers should be 10 or 12 point font, double space or 1.5 space between sentences. 
Students should use end notes (footnotes at the end of the  assignment) with 
references in the following format within the end notes: 


          Book: author name(s), book title (publisher name, year published), pages 
cited (*required if a quote is used from the reference*) 


          Article journal: author name(s), “article title in quotes,” Journal title 
complete, volume number of journal (date published including month if available), 
pages in article, if quote, page required from which quote taken. 


          Newspaper/periodical article: author name(s), “article title,” newspaper 
name (date published), if web based provide complete URL (date website accessed 
and article read). 


          Government document or report: author name(s) or committee or group 
author name, “report title,” name of agency for which report done, if web accessed 
provide complete URL (provide date website accessed and report read), provide 
pages quoted or accessed (required if quote used). 


          Website: author name(s) or organizational home of website, title of website 
or applicable tab within the website, provide complete URL (provide date website 
accessed and read). For the Introductory Assignment, you are expected to adhere to 
this format for reporting on the website you selected. 


Proper citation is important especially since I reserve the right to check on your 
cite as to relevance and accuracy. Do not list references you have not read. 


 


Course grading: 


Grades in this course will employ only standard letter grades, A, B, C, D, F, with 
no "minuses" or "pluses." 


 







Participation in Class Discussion Topics: 


Several Class Discussion Topics are posted for students to discuss issues related to 
the course. Constructive participation in such discussions can count as part of the 
student's participation portion of the course. Such participation can make the 
difference between what grade the student receives. Constructive refers to 
comments adding the discussion not tirades on some issue that the individual is 
emotional concerning and wishes to vent on others in the class. 


Golden Rule: Students are expected to be aware of the University Golden Rule 
especially those provisions related to plagiarism. If not, go to: UCF-5.015 
Student Academic Behavior Standards for the appropriate passages, the entire 
document is accessible through the UCF website. 


 N.B.The instructor reserves the right to amend this syllabus and course 
schedule due to changing circumstances and other problems that arise during 
the semester. Changes will be posted to the course website. The forums are 
linked to specific questions identified in the modules.  Those announcements 
can include changes in the course requirements or other items of interest.  


Other applicable University Policies are listed below: 


Academic Integrity 


Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of ConductLinks to an 
external site.. According to Section 1, “Academic Misconduct,” students are 
prohibited from engaging in 


1. Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, 
information or study aids in any academic exercise unless specifically 
authorized by the instructor of record. The unauthorized possession of 
examination or course-related material also constitutes cheating. 


2. Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral means: 
The presentation of material which has not been studied or learned, but 
rather was obtained through someone else’s efforts and used as part of an 
examination, course assignment, or project. 


3. Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to 
another person, student, and/or uploading course material to a third-party 
vendor without authorization or without the express written permission of 
the university and the instructor. Course materials include but are not limited 
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to class notes, Instructor’s PowerPoints, course syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, 
instruction sheets, homework, study guides, handouts, etc. 


4. Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work. 
5. Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of 


the source, thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is 
the student’s own. 


6. Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more 
than once without the express written permission of the instructor. 


7. Helping another violate academic behavior standards. 


For more information about Academic Integrity, students may consult The Center 
for Academic Integrity (Links to an external site.). 


For more information about plagiarism and misuse of sources, see “Defining and 
Avoiding Plagiarism: The WPA Statement on Best Practices (Links to an external 
site.).”  


Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating 


Students should also familiarize themselves with the procedures for academic 
misconduct in UCF’s student handbook, The Golden RuleLinks to an external site.. 
UCF faculty members have a responsibility for students’ education and the value 
of a UCF degree, and so seek to prevent unethical behavior and when necessary 
respond to academic misconduct. Penalties can include a failing grade in an 
assignment or in the course, suspension or expulsion from the university, and/or a 
“Z Designation” on a student’s official transcript indicating academic dishonesty, 
where the final grade for this course will be preceded by the letter Z. For more 
information about the Z Designation, click hereLinks to an external site..  


Course Accessibility Statement 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion 
for all persons with disabilities. Students with disabilities who need disability-
related access in this course should contact the professor as soon as possible. 
Students should also connect with Student Accessibility Services (SAS) 
<http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/> (Ferrell Commons 185, sas@ucf.edu, phone 407-823-
2371). Through Student Accessibility Services, a Course Accessibility Letter may 
be created and sent to professors, which informs faculty of potential access and 
accommodations that might be reasonable. Determining reasonable access and 
accommodations requires consideration of the course design, course learning 
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objectives and the individual academic and course barriers experienced by the 
student. 


Campus Safety Statement 


Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise during class, everyone 
needs to work together. Students should be aware of their surroundings and 
familiar with some basic safety and security concepts.   


In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance. 


Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall 
near the door. Students should make a note of the guide’s physical location and 
review the online version at http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.htmlLinks 
to an external site.. 


Students should know the evacuation routes from each of their classrooms and 
have a plan for finding safety in case of an emergency. 


If there is a medical emergency during class, students may need to access a first-
aid kit or AED (Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those are 
located, see http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/workplacesafety.htmlLinks to an external 
site. (click on link from menu on left). 


To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF 
text alerts by going to ucf.eduLinks to an external site. and logging in. Click on 
“Student Self Service” located on the left side of the screen in the toolbar, scroll 
down to the blue “Personal Information” heading on the Student Center screen, 
click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the information, including e-mail address, cell phone 
number, and cell phone provider, click “Apply” to save the changes, and then click 
“OK.” 


Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their 
instructors outside of class. 


To learn about how to manage an active-shooter situation on campus or elsewhere, 


consider viewing this video (Links to an external site.) . 
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Campus Safety Statement for Students in Online-Only Courses  


Though most emergency situations are primarily relevant to courses that meet in 
person, such incidents can also impact online students, either when they are on or 
near campus to participate in other courses or activities or when their course work 
is affected by off-campus emergencies. The following policies apply to courses in 
online modalities.  


To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF 
text alerts by going to ucf.eduLinks to an external site. and logging in. Click on 
“Student Self Service” located on the left side of the screen in the toolbar, scroll 
down to the blue “Personal Information” heading on the Student Center screen, 
click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the information, including e-mail address, cell phone 
number, and cell phone provider, click “Apply” to save the changes, and then click 
“OK.” 


Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their 
instructors outside of class. 


Make-Up Assignments for Authorized University Events or Co-curricular 
Activities 


Students who represent the university in an authorized event or activity (for 
example, student-athletes) and who are unable to meet a course deadline due to a 
conflict with that event must provide the instructor with documentation in advance 
to arrange a make-up. No penalty will be applied. For more information, see the 
UCF policyLinks to an external site..  


Religious Observances 


Students must notify their instructor in advance if they intend to miss class for a 
religious observance. For more information, see the UCF policyLinks to an 
external site.. 


Deployed Active Duty Military Students 


Students who are deployed active duty military and/or National Guard personnel 
and require accommodation should contact their instructors as soon as possible 
after the semester begins and/or after they receive notification of deployment to 
make related arrangements. 



http://my.ucf.edu/

http://my.ucf.edu/

http://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-401.1MakeupAssignmentsForAuthorizedUniversityEventsOrCocurricularActivities.pdf

http://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-401.1MakeupAssignmentsForAuthorizedUniversityEventsOrCocurricularActivities.pdf

http://regulations.ucf.edu/chapter5/documents/5.020ReligiousObservancesFINALOct17.pdf

http://regulations.ucf.edu/chapter5/documents/5.020ReligiousObservancesFINALOct17.pdf

http://regulations.ucf.edu/chapter5/documents/5.020ReligiousObservancesFINALOct17.pdf

http://regulations.ucf.edu/chapter5/documents/5.020ReligiousObservancesFINALOct17.pdf





For those classes where you want to selectively use Turnitin.com, here is a sample 
syllabus statement: 


In this course we may utilize turnitin.com, an automated system which instructors 
can use to quickly and easily compare each student's assignment with billions of 
web sites, as well as an enormous database of student papers that grows with each 
submission. Accordingly, you may be expected to submit assignments in electronic 
format. After the assignment is processed, as an instructor I receive a report from 
turnitin.com that states if and how another author's work was used in the 
assignment. For a more detailed look at this process, visit http://www.turnitin.com 


 



http://www.turnitin.com/

http://www.turnitin.com/
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POLITICAL SCIENCE 4284 
JUDICIAL PROCESS AND POLITICS 


 
Department of Political Science 


University of Central Florida 
 


Spring 2020 
 


Class Time and Place: TR 12:00-1:15, CB1-319 Office Hours:  TR 10:00-11:30 am and 2:00-3:00 pm;  
                         or by app’t 


Professor: Dr. Drew Lanier  


Office: Phillips Hall 302 Credit Hours:  three (3) 


Phone: (407) 823-3753 [direct dial] or 823-2608  
             [main number]  


Email: drew.lanier@ucf.edu 
 


"There is hardly a political question in the United 
States which does not sooner or later turn into a 
judicial one." 
 
Alexis de Tocqueville, Democracy in America (1848) 


    
 Tocqueville's observation remains apt today. Courts decide such issues as abortion, flag burning, 
death penalty, drug testing, criminal rights and free expression. The judiciary plays an important role in 
American life, making it an exciting branch of government to study. Witness the center-stage role that the 
U.S. Supreme Court played in a number of key cases last term, including the health care reform law.   
 
 Judicial Process and Politics examines the role of the judiciary in American society. In this course, we 
will primarily be concerned with the process of law, rather than the product of legal processes. The law is not 
simply a collection of outcomes, policies, decisions and decrees. Law is also a method for transforming 
contentious issues into enforced solutions. But this process is far from simple or mechanical. Abstract rules 
and general principles provide some guidance in this transformation of contentiousness, but social norms, 
broader public understanding, and strategies of legal interpretation also play a role in this process. 
 
 A number of important questions will concern us throughout this course. Beyond understanding the 
mechanics of how courts function, the players who are involved and their role in society, we want to form 
opinions on how the judicial process ought to function. How should judges interpret decisions? How should 
the Supreme Court decide cases? If the current process is flawed, then what should replace it? 
 
 This course provides information so that you will be able to form your own responses to those 
questions. Political scientists often do not agree on how those queries should be answered; this course will 
present some of their theories. Then you will evaluate the merits of any particular answer compared to other 
possibilities. 
  
Web Resources 
 
Canvas Site 
 
The Course has a Canvas site associated with it. It is an innovative technology that allows the students to 
interact with each other, post messages to a common bulletin board, take quizzes, and many other tasks that 
facilitate comprehension of the course material and collaborative learning among the course's students in a 
student-centered context. This site, however, is a password-protected domain. A more thorough discussion of 
this course tool as well as how to navigate through it will be offered in class. Navigate to it via your 
my.ucf.edu login, find the course in the Online Course Tools Tab and the Webcourses@UCF Pagelet and 
then enter your PID and password.  



mailto:drew.lanier@ucf.edu

mailto:drew.lanier@ucf.edu

http://my.ucf.edu/

http://my.ucf.edu/
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Course Goals 
 
The most fundamental goal of this course is to enhance and improve your critical thinking skills. The ability to 
critically analyze concepts or programs and then present your conclusions and criticisms well will be one of 
the most valuable skills you learn at the University. The subject matter on which you will practice these critical 
thinking skills will be the judicial process. In order to effectively develop your analytic abilities, you will find 
that you need a great deal of specific knowledge about the judiciary. This course will fill that gap. Specifically, 
you should learn the following from this course: 
 


1. How various actors interact in the legal process, including jurors, lawyers and lower court and appellate 
judges. 


 
2. How the Supreme Court makes decisions, beginning from the certiorari process and continuing to the 


final decision. 
 
Finally, you will gain an awareness of the pervasiveness of politics, as we will come to know it, even in the 
judicial branch.  
 
Required Books 
 
American Political Science Association, Committee on Publications.  2018.  Style Manual for Political Science.  


Rev. ed.  Washington, DC:  APSA (ISBN 978-1-878147-62-2).  [Available on the Canvas Reserves 
Discussion Topic]. The Style Manual is also available digitally at www.apsanet.org/stylemanual.  


 
Kirszner, Laurie G., and Stephen R. Mandell.  2017.  The Brief Cengage Handbook.  8th ed. Boston:   
     Thomson/Wadsworth (ISBN 978-1-305-63869-3).  
 
Neubauer, David W., and Stephen S. Meinhold.  2017. Judicial Process: Law, Courts, and Politics in the 


United States.  7th ed. Belmont, CA: Thomson/Wadsworth (ISBN 978-1-305-50652-7).  [hereafter “N&M”]. 
 


Stern, Gerald M. 2008. The Buffalo Creek Disaster. 2d ed. New York: Vintage Books (ISBN 0-307-38849-0).  
     [hereafter “Stern”]. 


 
Turow, Scott.  1977.  One L: The Turbulent True Story of a First Year at Harvard Law School.  Updated ed. 
     New York: Penguin (ISBN 978-0-14-311902-9). [hereafter “Turow”]. 


 
Optional Books 
 
Strunk, William, Jr., and E.B. White.  2000.  The Elements of Style.  4th ed.  New York:  Longman (ISBN 0- 
     205-30902-X). 
 
Required Materials 
 
 In addition, students must purchase a pack of scantrons (Form No. 209161), which are strawberry in 
color and bear the UCF logo.  These will be used during the three exams administered across the term. No 
other form is acceptable. If you nevertheless attempt to submit an exam with another form of scantron, your 
exam WILL BE REFUSED.   This is a course requirement as the UCF Test Scoring Center will accept no 
other form. 
  


GRADING 
 
Mandated Documentation of Course Attendance 
 
As of fall 2014, all faculty members are required to document students' academic activity at the beginning of 
each course in order to comply with federal regulations involving student financial aid.  In order to document 
that you began this course, please complete the self-introduction assignment, on the Canvas Discussion 
board, by the end of the first week of classes, or as soon as possible after adding the course, but no later 
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than Friday, Jan. 10, 2020.  Failure to do so will result in a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid 
(adapted from a draft statement from Academic Affairs Office, UCF). 
 
Exams (300 points) 
 


Each of the three exams in the course is worth 100 points. Although they are each non-
comprehensive, they will be composed entirely of very challenging multiple choice items.  They will seek to 
test your understanding of both factual and conceptual ideas in a tightly controlled timed environment. 
 
Internet Assignments (100 points (5 @ 20 points each)) 
 


In addition to the in-class tests and quizzes, you are required to complete four Internet assignments 
across the term. Do not put these off until the last minute. You should do them as they are assigned, since  
you cannot control for the internet being down, or the site that you must access being temporarily 
unavailable. I will have little sympathy for you if this circumstance befalls you and you are unable to turn-in 
your assignment.  Assignments do not count until they are RECEIVED, not sent.  I customarily send a brief 
email message indicating its receipt if you submit it to me via email. IF YOU DO NOT RECEIVE SUCH A 
MESSAGE, THE ASSIGNMENT HAS NOT BEEN RECEIVED AND YOU WILL NOT RECEIVE FULL 
CREDIT FOR THE ASSIGNMENT.  In that case, contact me by other means (such as the telephone) to 
determine if I have received the assignment. If not, resubmit it ASAP.  Computers seem to know when 
humans are working on deadlines and will maniacally crash as the deadline approaches. Thus:  DO NOT 
WAIT UNTIL THE LAST MINUTE TO COMPLETE YOUR ASSIGNMENT.  If you come to me with an exotic 
tale of woe about your not having turned in your assignment on time, I will nod relatively sympathetically and 
point to this warning.   
 


These assignments are designed to make you more familiar with the Internet and the sites relevant to 
the study of the American judiciary. They are due at THE BEGINNING OF CLASS (12:00 pm) for each of the 
due dates. I PENALIZE LATE ASSIGNMENTS ONE LETTER GRADE PER DAY LATE, OR PART 
THEREOF.   
 


Furthermore, note the following rules regarding the internet assignments: 
 


• You may NOT use Wikipedia (or its variants) as any source in your internet assignments. It is a 
highly unreliable and invalid source for information.  Doing so will substantially reduce your grade, 
even to an “F.”   


 
• You must follow APSA style (see the APSA Style Guide) when composing your internet 


assignments. Failure to do so will result in at least one letter grade reduction of the grade earned. 
 
• Double space between paragraphs, even in a document that is otherwise single-spaced. 
 
• Provide in-text citations to the SPECIFIC SOURCE FROM WHICH YOU ARE TAKING THE 


INFORMATION.  Otherwise, the reader does not know to what source you attribute your 
information.  Failure to do so will result in a least a one letter grade reduction in the grade earned. 
See the APSA Style Manual for examples. 


 
• Case names must be italicized as per the APSA Style Manual. 
 
• Attaching printouts to an internet assignment does not magically satisfy the cite and 


reference requirements of APSA style.   
 
Class Participation (50 points) 
 


Since most of you would like to go to law school someday, class topics are discussed using the 
Socratic Method typical of most law schools. You are expected to very carefully read and prepare for 
discussions.  Class attendance is not mandatory. However, to insure that the class participation part of your 
grade accurately reflects your attendance, I pass around a sign-up sheet at the beginning of each class. This 
information is solely for the purpose of knowing whether you regularly attended class, even if you are not 
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frequently called on to answer questions. In the event that your grade is "borderline" at the end of the 
semester, students who have regularly attended throughout the semester may (or may not) be given the 
benefit of the doubt and assigned a higher final course letter grade. Students who regularly miss class will 
find that their course grades are adversely affected.  
 
Daily Survey (50 points) 
 


You should become familiar with all of your colleagues, even those who do not speak during every 
class. Your usage of the Canvas tool will be assessed at the end of the term to distribute this portion of the 
course grade. Specific assignments for you will be posted on the Canvas site. You, thus, must check the site 
regularly. I WILL remove assignments after they have been posted for a significant period, thereby preventing 
you from completing the assignment if you wait until the last minute. Once again, don’t allow yourself to get 
into that bind! It is made a component of the course so as to facilitate communication between you as 
members of the class.  Of the 50 points available for this component of the course, all of them are earned 
based on the proportion of surveys that you complete across the term. 
 
    The following are regulations regarding the daily surveys that must be followed: 


 
• If you do not attend class on a particular day FOR ANY REASON IMAGINABLE, you may NOT 


complete the survey for that day as you cannot logically answer the questions posed. If you 
nevertheless attempt to do so, I will mark it as if you did not. 


 
• Failing to complete even a small number of the daily surveys will negatively affect your final course 


grade. Ignoring them is dangerous to your understanding of course material (and your final course 
grade).  


 
• Surveys are due by 08:00 am the following lecture day.  For example, if we have class on Tuesday, 


then the survey for that class is due by the following Thursday at 08:00 am.  If we have class on 
Thursday, then the survey for that class is due by the following Tuesday at 08:00 am.  Days on which 
we have tests scheduled or days on which there is a University holiday are not “lecture days.”   


 
• Be honest and forthcoming in your responses as they are designed to deepen your understanding of 


the course content and its significance.   
 
• After the due date for the Surveys has passed, I will collate and collect the most pertinent and relevant 


questions and read answers to them in class for the entire class to consider and from which to benefit. 
They are good ways to prepare for the exams, and not “busy work.”  Use them for your benefit.  Ignore 
them at your own peril. 


 
• If you have already answered the Survey for the day, Canvas will not allow you to complete the Survey 


again. 
 
• Do NOT send blank responses through for the Survey. Repeated violation of this rule will result in the 


entire class’s being required to send survey responses to me through my UCF email account.  Past 
classes have, sadly, tested me on this requirement. Please do not make me implement this 
requirement. 


 
Best Allies 
 


The professor is not your friend.  He cannot be your friend, as he is charged with the weighty 
responsibility of assessing your understanding of the course material and work in an objective manner.  He 
may act in a courteous, kind and helpful manner, but do not mistake that for friendship or laxness. 
 


You will find that your colleagues have similar backgrounds and experiences and that they can be 
your best allies in making it through this course, just as you will discover in later life.   
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Course Point Allocation 
 


Component Weight 
Exam I 100 Points 
Exam II 100 Points 
Exam III  100 Points 
Internet Assgn. 100 Points 
Daily Survey 50 Points 
Class Participation 50 Points 
TOTAL 500 Points 


 
Grading Scale (as a Percentage of Total Points) 
 


GRADE PERCENTAGE 
A 100-90 
B+ 89-87 
B 86-80 
C+ 79-77 
C 76-70 
D+ 69-67 
D 66-60 
F 59 or less 


 
In calculating averages, the only rounding will be up from 0.5 below the grade required in the professor’s sole 
professional discretion. For example, 89.5 may earn an "A-," 79.5 may earn a "B-," and so on. I give you the 
opportunity to earn extra credit points all semester long. Do not expect that I will give you any more points 
at the end of the term. I interpret this clause very stringently. 
 


COURSE POLICIES 
 
 There are several points you should note.  
 


Laptops and Audiotaping  
  
 I prohibit the use of laptops in this class.  Laptops, while useful in some contexts, represent a barrier 
between professor and student and actually may make student understanding more difficult as students are 
transformed from learners into typists.  Also, other students’ use of laptops may represent a distraction from 
lecture and class discussion.  If you have concerns about this policy, please see me. 
 
 If you have a disability regarding handwriting notes, I encourage you to tape record the lectures, which is 
allowed.  Students who miss class should see me before requesting your notes, and the student who has missed must 
make all reasonable accommodations to meet your scheduling limitations for conducting the exchange.  The student 
providing the notes is not responsible for providing any materials and should not incur any expenses associated with the 
exchange.  Students providing the notes are not required to provide notes for more than three (3) lecture periods that 
have been missed.  If you feel that you are being coerced about providing your notes to someone who is not attending 
class, please see me immediately.  I reserve the right to revoke the privilege of using the above devices.  
 
 No Excuses 
 
 First, this class operates under a "No-Excuse" policy. It is incumbent upon you to be responsible for the notes 
given in the unlikely event that you miss class. If you miss class, you NEED NOT inform me about it.  If you do inform 
me of your impending absence, you are NOT thereby immunized from the terms of the syllabus.  Because this 
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course is an upper division class, you will quickly learn that if you intend to pass, you should plan on regularly 
attending class, keeping up with the lecture, and completing the assignments as they are given. 
  


Seating Chart 
 
 Second, shortly after the course begins, I send around a seating chart to facilitate the professor’s learning 
student names and the Socratic method. Please decide where you would like to sit within the first few days of class. 
If you have vision difficulties, please situate yourself accordingly, as I use the visual display extensively. 
 
 Accommodations for Physically Challenged Students 
 
 Third, if you are physically challenged, every attempt is made to accommodate your learning needs. See me 
by the end of the first week of class so that we can make appropriate arrangements. This class operates in 
accordance with the Office of Student Disability Services here at the University and federal guidelines governing the 
Americans with Disabilities Act (1990). 
 
 Plagiarism and Cheating: Don’t Let it Happen to You! 
 
 Fourth, please consult the policy regarding plagiarism and cheating which is attached. Each of you must 
review the University policy on the penalties for plagiarism. Almost every semester, one or more students 
appropriate(s) the published work of someone else, and I have had the unfortunate responsibility of failing those 
students and seeking disciplinary action against them. You are on notice that I have failed students because they 
decided to risk their academic careers by choosing the easy way out. 
 
 Conceptual Understanding Key 
 
 Fifth, this is an upper division course with correspondent responsibilities for you. I expect that you will devote 
at least 15 hours per week outside of class for this course alone studying, reading, and meeting with other 
students to discuss and review the course material.  This is a difficult course. If you are not at least a Junior, you 
should seriously consider withdrawing from the course and taking it once you attain that status.  Former students 
who did not heed this warning received a much lower than expected final course grade. 
 
 Socratic Method as a Pedagogical Modality 
 
 Sixth, class topics are discussed using the Socratic Method. This means that you are expected to answer 
questions about the text and material that we have covered in class AND TO HAVE THOUGHT ABOUT ITS 
IMPLICATIONS. You will quickly learn that one of my favorite questions is, "what does that mean?." You are 
expected to read and prepare for discussions. I assume that the reading for the day will be done for the day that it is 
assigned. LEARN TO PACE YOURSELF ACCORDINGLY!  
 
 Respect for Colleagues and Their Comments 
 
 Additionally, you are on notice that this course engages in difficult discussions about our political leaders. 
Hopefully we will have intelligent arguments regarding the concepts involved in the course. Above all, everyone will 
have the right to express their opinions freely and openly without fear of reprisal from other students or myself. 
 


  Attendance 
 


 Seventh, I do not have a mandatory attendance policy.  However, I send around attendance sheets at the 
beginning of each class so I know who has attended class, and so I can gauge your class participation even if you do 
not speak in class.  Persons who are "borderline" in their grades may receive the "benefit of the doubt" in the final 
computation of grades if they have frequently attended class.  It is YOUR responsibility to sign the attendance sheet.  
The sheet is sent around at the beginning of each class.  If you are late, you must see me after class to sign it;  
otherwise, I will not give you the "benefit of the doubt."  You are responsible for announcements made in class and 
changes to the course syllabus and expectations even if you are absent when such announcements are made.   
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 Extra Credit 
 
 Ninth, throughout the session there may be several opportunities for you to earn extra credit points. Prior 
assignments have included registering to vote, pop quizzes on current events, or looking up specific questions that 
other students or myself may ask about the subject material. This extra credit is announced in class on a sporadic 
basis. If you miss class, you should check with classmates about missed opportunities. I reserve the right to NOT 
give you the extra credit option should you miss the class period that the extra credit was assigned. All extra credit 
assignments are due the next class period after they have been announced in class. 
 
 Word Processing Required 
 
 Tenth, all assignments (with the exceptions of exams and quizzes done in class) must be typewritten or word 
processed, including internet assignments. If you do not know how to use a computer or word processor, it is 
strongly recommended that you learn to do so. If you are concerned about this, please see me. Numerous tutorials 
are available on campus to assist you. You should allocate enough time for printer cartridges to run dry and dogs to 
eat papers and computer disks! You laugh, but trust me: I have heard every excuse in the book! Late assignments 
will receive reduced grades at the rate of one letter grade per day late or part thereof. 
 
 Duplicates of Assignments 
 
 Eleventh, while I have never lost an assignment, I require that you make copies of all work submitted to me in 
the unlikely event that something should happen. In the event that I should need a copy of the assignment, and you 
are not able to provide it, you will not receive credit. Even after I have returned materials to you, please hold on to 
the work until after you have received your grade from the Registrar. This protects you from any possibility that you 
might receive an erroneous grade. 
 
 Technological Tools 
 
 Twelfth, I require that everyone learn how to use e-mail and the technological tools associated with the 
course. They can facilitate your comprehension of the course material. I have found that this encourages  
students to communicate with me about questions you may have regarding the material discussed in class. You are 
responsible for any assignments or other information that I distribute on the course’s associated web sites or via 
email. If you already have an e-mail account (through knights.ucf.edu), please do not sign-up for an additional 
account, but give me your address. You should check your email on a regular basis as I post any changes about 
class assignments to your account and/or to the course-associated web site. If your email address changes 
during the semester, you MUST NOTIFY ME.  This is a course requirement.   
 


  Classroom Decorum  
 


Please note the following rules for classroom decorum: 
 
• Because it is disruptive to everyone to have students arrive late and/or leave early, you must be on time for 


every class and you are expected to remain in class until the period is completed, unless there are 
extraordinary circumstances (e.g., you are about to become ill on the person in front of you) or you have 
informed me of your urgent need to leave before the period ends.  How would you act in a court of law? 
Would you arrive late or leave early? Act in a disruptive manner? Begin to act professionally now. 


 
• Do not talk (even in a whisper) with any of your neighbors.  It disturbs them and it disturbs me.  If you are 


talking, I presume you have a question about the material, and I will ask you about it.   
 
• Do not listen to an i-Pod/iPhone or similar device, read a newspaper or other material not previously 


assigned for class. If you do so, you will be counted ABSENT FOR THE DAY.  Repeated violation of this 
rule will result in a grade of WF or F. 


 
• PLEASE SILENCE YOUR CELL PHONES AND OTHER ELECTRONIC DEVICES.  Repeated violation of 


this rule constitutes “continuous unruly behavior.”  (See Classroom Decorum Policy No. 5 below). 
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• Continuous unruly behavior will result in a grade of WF or F.  An example of this is the persistent 
discourtesy of talking in class while someone else (including the instructor) is doing so.  The classroom is 
not a living room, in which one talks during a television show.  If you wish to talk, absent yourself from class 
with the appropriate diminution of your class grade. 


 
 Time-Sensitive Communications and Assignments 
 
 In past semesters, some students have had difficulty submitting assignments to me by the due date and time.  
This difficulty arises, in part, from their reliance on email and other technologies beyond their control.  Accordingly, 
for time-sensitive communications, send me a message through the Canvas email tool, contact me on the telephone, 
or see me in person during office hours.   
 
 Syllabus NOT a Contract 
 
 Finally, this syllabus is not deemed to be a contract. I reserve the right to change any of the exam times or 
assignments by providing you with a forty-eight hour notice of such changes. Such changes are either announced in 
class, or sent on e-mail. Therefore, you are responsible for any changes that may occur during the course of the 
session.  If you are late, you should check to be sure you did not miss anything. As such, your absence in class is 
not deemed a sufficient excuse as to why work is incomplete. In the event that the University administration closes 
school for any reason (e.g., hurricane), any assignments or examinations that were scheduled on the day of the 
canceled class will be due at the next regularly scheduled class meeting. 
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TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE, TOPICS AND ASSIGNMENTS 


PROJECTED DATE TOPIC READINGS ASSIGNMENT 
Jan. 6 – Jan. 17 Course requirements 


The Structure of American Law 
   and the American Court System 
Judicial Federalism - The Federal 
   Courts 


Syllabus and attachments 
N&M, Chapts. 1, 2 and 3 
  


Self Intro  
(due Fri., Jan. 10  by 
12:00 pm on Canvas);  
Internet Assgn. 1 (due 
Thurs., Jan. 16 by 
12:00 pm) 


Jan. 20 – Jan. 31 Judicial Federalism - The State     
   Courts 
The Players in the Judicial Process 
The Impact of the Selection Process 


N&M, Chapts. 4, 5, and 6  
Stern, pp. 1-90 
 


Internet Assgn. 2 
(due Thurs., Jan. 30 by 
12:00 pm) 


Feb. 3 – Feb. 7 Trial Court Policy-Making:  
   The Criminal Process (Part I) 


N&M, Chapts. 7 and 8 
 


 


THURS., FEB. 6 *** TEST I ***   
Feb. 10 – Feb. 14 Trial Court Policy-Making:  


   The Criminal Process (Part II) 
The Police 


N&M, Chapt. 9 
 


 


Feb. 17 – Feb. 21 Trial Court Policy-Making: 
   The Civil Process 


N&M, Chapts. 10 and 11 
 


Internet Assgn. 3 
(due Thurs., Feb. 20 by 
12:00 pm) 


Feb. 24 – Mar. 6 Trials: Lawyers, Judges and Juries 
Legal Ethics (Not an Oxymoron) 
Law School—The Crucible 
Legal Profession 


Finish Stern 
N&M, Chapts. 12 and 13 
Turow, All 
Curtis and Frank (Canvas 
Reserve) 


Internet Assgn. 4  
(due Thurs., Mar. 5 
by 12:00 pm) 


MAR. 9 – MAR. 13 ** SPRING BREAK – NO CLASS **   


Mar. 16 – Mar. 20 The Appellate Process 
United States Supreme Court  
   Agenda-Setting 


N&M, Chapts. 13 and 14 
Pacelle, Rehnquist and 
Stevens (Canvas Reserve)  


 


FRI., MAR. 20 WITHDRAWAL DEADLINE (must 
be completed by 11:59 pm) 


  


THURS., MAR. 19 *** TEST II ***     


Mar. 23 – Apr. 10 
 
 
 
 


 


Are Judges Priests or Laypersons? 
Behavioral Models of Supreme Court 
   Decision-Making 
Neo-Institutionalism: Influence of  
   Other Branches on Supreme Court  
   Decision-Making  


N&M, Chapts. 14 and 15 
Spaeth, Kozinski and 
Harlan (Canvas Reserve) 


Internet Assgn. 5 
(due Thurs., Apr. 9 by 
12:00 pm) 


Apr. 13– Apr. 17 "Do Courts Make A Difference?": 
Impact and Implementation 
Reform and Evaluation 
Catch-Up, Summary and 
Conclusions 


  


THURS., APR. 23 


*** TEST III (10:00 – 11:15 AM) ***  
– No exceptions to this date and 
time. Do not ask, as I cannot grant 
them. 
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Policy on Cheating and Plagiarism 


 
The Golden Rule: A Handbook for Students (University of Central Florida) defines academic dishonesty as including 
cheating and plagiarism. Cheating is defined as "unauthorized assistance; communication to another through written, 
visual or oral means. The presentation of material which has not been studied/learned, but obtained through 
someone else’s efforts and used as part of an examination, course assignment or project constitutes a violation. The 
unauthorized possession or use of examination or course related material may also constitute cheating" (p. 6). 
Plagiarism is defined as the deliberate use of another’s work, whether directly quoted or paraphrased, "without any 
indication of source, thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s own. Any student 
failing to properly credit ideas or materials taken from another is plagiarizing. Any student who knowingly helps 
another violate academic behavior standards is also in violation of the standards (p.6-7).”  The current version of the 
Golden Rule may be located by navigating to http://www.ucf.edu/goldenrule/.  You are responsible for knowing it and 
abiding by it in ALL of the elements of this course.  
 
Normally, the penalty for a violation of this policy is an "F" in the course.   
 


Statement of ADA Compliance 
 
I cooperate with the Office of Disability Services to make reasonable accommodations for qualified students with 
disabilities. Please present your written accommodation request on or before the sixth class day (beginning of the 
second week of classes). 
  
[Portions of this policy were adapted from the University of North Texas Department of Political Science Policy on 
Cheating and Plagiarism] 
  


Notice of Use of Turnitin.com 
 
In this course, I may use turnitin.com, an automated system that instructors may use to quickly and easily compare 
each student’s written assignment with billions of websites, as well an enormous database of student papers that 
grows with each student submission.  Accordingly, student assignments may be subject to this additional check.  
After the assignment is processed, I receive a report from turnitin.com that states if and how another person’s work 
was used in the assignment.  For more detailed information about this process, visit http://www.turnitin.com.  
 
[Portions of this policy were adapted from “Sample Wording for Syllabus,” UCF Office of Student Rights and 
Responsibilities, Patricia A. MacKown, Director]. 
 



http://www.ucf.edu/goldenrule/

http://www.ucf.edu/goldenrule/

http://www.turnitin.com/

http://www.turnitin.com/
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Political Science 4412.0001: Presidential Campaigning 
University of Central Florida 


Spring 2020 
Instructor: John Hanley 


v. 1.0 
  
Logistics 
Class Meetings: MWF, 10:30-11:20 AM, Rm 360 Mathematical Sciences Building. 
Office Hours: HPH 102D, Monday/Wednesday 1:30-4, Friday 1:30-2:30; or by appointment.  
My office is in the basement of Howard Phillips Hall, in the south corner (closest to Millican Hall). 
If you are at the department office, you can take the elevator, or exit the building and use one of the 
three staircases that provide access to the basement.   Email via webcourses   Phone: 407-823-3329 
 
Catalog Description 
Introduces the process of candidate selection, convention behavior, actual campaign process and the 
transition of power.   
 
Overview 
The American President is the leader of the world’s most powerful country and undoubtedly the 
world’s most visible person. The importance of the position, the schedule of quadrennial elections, 
and the close competition between the Democratic and Republican parties make the process of 
choosing presidents a compelling spectacle with a global audience. But despite the public’s 
familiarity with the President and the general outline of presidential elections, the process retains a 
high degree of mysteriousness—how is it, precisely, that a particular person captures the presidency 
ahead of all of his (her?) rivals, not to mention all of the other persons capable of carrying out the 
office. From a political science perspective, presidential elections pose substantial explanatory 
challenges: the rules and country change from election to election, and the candidates themselves 
bring unique qualities to each individual contest. Through study of past presidential elections and 
academic treatments, we will increase our familiarity with the topic, gain understanding of how 
institutions may affect outcomes, and become comfortable with the unpredictable and unknowable 
elements of presidential elections. 
 
Course Materials 
Polsby, Nelson W., et al. Presidential Elections: Strategies and Structures of American Politics, 
Fifteenth Edition. Paperback. ISBN: 978-1538125113. $54 paperback, $51 eBook. Required. It is 
strongly, STRONGLY recommended that you purchase the current version of the text, because 
reading questions and quizzes will follow closely this specific version. Older editions will include 
information that is out of date, and they will draw more heavily on the history of the elections closely 
preceding their publication, certain details of which you may know less well than the election of 
2016. 
 
In addition to the textbook, other readings and audiovisual materials will be made available to you 
on webcourses. You will be examined on these materials. 
 
Readings and due dates are subject to modification. 
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Learning Outcomes 
Students shall:  


(1) Analyze and assess the actions of candidates, groups, and political parties. To be more 
analytically rigorous, and become citizens who understand and recognize institutional and 
constraints on how elections work. 
(2) Increase substantive understanding of American politics and political history, 


consistent with the centrality of public opinion, groups, and institutions to outcomes.  
To facilitate careers in politics as well as further study in political science and law. 
(3) Practice written and oral communication skills. 
To advocate for ourselves and others, and to effectively present information. 


 
Validation 
Grades will be based on presentations, participation, written assignments, and two exams. These will 
be weighted as follows: 


• Class presentation     15 
• Participation      10 
• Written assignments (3)    45 
• Midterm      15 
• Final Exam      15 
 


                 100 %


Grades will be awarded as follows: 
 A   ≥  931


3
 %     


 A-  ≥  90 
 B+ ≥  862


3
 


 B   ≥  831
3
 


B-  ≥ 80 


 C+ ≥  762
3
 


 C   ≥  731
3
 


 C-  ≥  70 
 D   ≥  60 
 F   <   60 


 
Class Presentation (15%) 
During the semester, you will be responsible for a presentation on a previous presidential election. 
The details of this presentation will be announced in class. 
 
Participation (10%) 
Students will be permitted two unexcused absences for purposes of the participation grade. 
Students are responsible for generating a record of thoughtful participation. 
 
Written Assignments (45%) There will be three papers, each 4-6 pages in length, requiring you to 
analyze and present information. These will be submitted via webcourses. There will additionally 
be a class presentation associated with the third written assignment.
 
Midterm and Final Exam (15% Each) 
The examinations will be composed of multiple choice, true/false, and short answer questions. The 
final will not be cumulative. 
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Late Work 
Completing all your work by the specified dues dates is important to your success in this 
class.  Late work will be penalized.  Your score on late work will be reduced 10% per day late, or 
fraction thereof. 
 
 
Course Policies 
If you wish to have an assignment re-assessed due to a possible grading error, it is your obligation 
to compose a short memo identifying the alleged mistake(s).  
 
Incomplete grades, changes in exam dates, and extensions of written assignments will be approved 
only by the instructor, and only upon evidence of extenuating circumstances. 
 
Academic Integrity 
The Center for Academic Integrity (CAI) defines academic integrity as a commitment, even in the face of adversity, to 
five fundamental values: honesty, trust, fairness, respect, and responsibility. From these values flow principles of 
behavior that enable academic communities to translate ideals into action. 
http://academicintegrity.org/  
 
UCF Creed: Integrity, scholarship, community, creativity, and excellence are the core values that guide our conduct, 
performance, and decisions. 


1. Integrity: I will practice and defend academic and personal honesty. 
2. Scholarship: I will cherish and honor learning as a fundamental purpose of my membership in the UCF 


community. 
3. Community: I will promote an open and supportive campus environment by respecting the rights and 


contributions of every individual. 
4. Creativity: I will use my talents to enrich the human experience. 
5. Excellence: I will strive toward the highest standards of performance in any endeavor I undertake. 


 
The following definitions of plagiarism and misuse of sources come from the Council of Writing Program 
Administrators <http://wpacouncil.org/node/9> and have been adopted by UCF’s Department of Writing & Rhetoric. 
 
Plagiarism 
In an instructional setting, plagiarism occurs when a writer deliberately uses someone else’s language, ideas, or other 
original (not common-knowledge) material without acknowledging its source. This definition applies to texts 
published in print or on-line, to manuscripts, and to the work of other student writers. 
 
Misuse of Sources 
A student who attempts (even if clumsily) to identify and credit his or her source, but who misuses a specific citation 
format or incorrectly uses quotation marks or other forms of identifying material taken from other sources, has not 
plagiarized. Instead, such a student should be considered to have failed to cite and document sources appropriately. 
 
Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating 
UCF faculty members have a responsibility for your education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to prevent 
unethical behavior and when necessary respond to infringements of academic integrity. Penalties can include a failing 
grade in an assignment or in the course, suspension or expulsion from the university, and/or a "Z Designation" on a 
student's official transcript indicating academic dishonesty, where the final grade for this course will be preceded by 
the letter Z. For more information about the Z Designation, see http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade.  
For more information about UCF's Rules of Conduct, see http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/.  
 



http://academicintegrity.org/

http://wpacouncil.org/node/9

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade

http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/
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Unauthorized Use of Class Materials 
There are many fraudulent websites claiming to offer study aids to students but are actually cheat sites. They 
encourage students to upload course materials, such as test questions, individual assignments, and examples of graded 
material. Such materials are the intellectual property of instructors, the university, or publishers and may not be 
distributed without prior authorization. Students who engage in such activity are in violation of academic conduct 
standards and may face penalties. 
 
Unauthorized Use of Class Notes 
Third parties may be selling class notes from this class without my authorization. Please be aware that such class 
materials may contain errors, which could affect your performance or grade. Use these materials at your own risk. 
 
In-Class Recording Policy 
Outside of the notetaking and recording services offered by Student Accessibility Services, the creation of an audio or 
video recording of all or part of a class for personal use is allowed only with the advance and explicit written consent 
of the instructor. Such recordings are only acceptable in the context of personal, private studying and notetaking and 
are not authorized to be shared with anyone without the separate written approval of the instructor. 
 
Course Accessibility Statement  
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all persons with disabilities. This 
syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students with disabilities who need specific access in this 
course, such as accommodations, should contact the professor as soon as possible to discuss various access options. 
Students should also connect with Student Accessibility Services (Ferrell Commons, 7F, Room 185, sas@ucf.edu, 
phone (407) 823-2371). Through Student Accessibility Services, a Course Accessibility Letter may be created and sent 
to professors, which informs faculty of potential access and accommodations that might be reasonable. 
 
Deployed Active Duty Military Students 
If you are a deployed active duty military student and feel that you may need a special accommodation due to that 
unique status, please contact your instructor to discuss your circumstances. 
 


Schedule of Material - Extended 
Intro and 1960 (1/6-1/10) 
The Making of Theodore H. White's "The Making of the President 1960," Presidential Studies 
Quarterly. Vol. 29, No 2 (Jun., 1999), pp. 389-406 


https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/1741-5705.00040 
 
Voters and 1964 (1/13-1/17) 
Polsby et al., pp. 3-24 
Converse, Philip E. 1964. “The Nature of Belief Systems in Mass Publics.” Critical Review 18:1-3, 
1-74. 
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/08913810608443650 
Johnson, Lyndon B. “Remarks Before the National Convention Upon Accepting the Nomination.” 
August 27, 1964. 
https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/node/241812 
Reagan, Ronald. Address on Behalf of Senator Barry Goldwater: "A Time for Choosing." October 
27, 1964. 
https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/node/276336 
 
Groups (1/20-1/27) 
Polsby et al., pp. 25-44 



http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

mailto:sas@ucf.edu

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/1741-5705.00040

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/08913810608443650

https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/node/241812

https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/node/276336
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1/24 - PAPER 1 DUE – ANALYSIS OF DEMOCRATIC DEBATE 
 
Money and Rules and 1968 (1/29-2/3) 
Polsby et al., pp. 47-64 
Dominici, Michèle. 2008. 1968: A World In Revolt (Un Monde en Révolte) (video: 51 minutes).  
https://video-alexanderstreet-com.ezproxy.net.ucf.edu/watch/1968-a-world-in-revolt 
 
 
Media and 1972 (2/5-2/10) 
Polsby et al., pp. 65-82 
Timothy Crouse, “The Boys on the Bus.” Rolling Stone. October 12, 1972.  
https://www.rollingstone.com/politics/politics-news/the-boys-on-the-bus-172403/ 
 
 
Primaries and 1980 (2/12-2/17) 
Polsby et al., pp. 85-113 
Cockburn, Alexander, and James Ridgeway. “Ted Kennedy’s Final Round.” Rolling Stone. July 
25, 1980. 
https://www.rollingstone.com/politics/politics-news/ted-kennedys-final-round-43621/ 
 
MIDTERM REVIEW 2/19 
MIDTERM 2/21 
 
Conventions and 1984 (2/24-2/28) 
Polsby et al., pp. 113-132 
3/6 - PAPER #2 DUE – TOPIC TBA 
 
Debates and 1992 (3/4-3/18) 
Polsby et al., pp. 173-182 
Video debate clips (webcourses) 
Zelizer, Julian E. “The 8 Biggest Unforced Errors in Debate History” Politico. September 24, 
2016. 
https://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2016/09/presidential-debates-errors-mistakes-gaffes-
biggest-history-214279 
 
Persuading Voters, Campaign Professionals, and 2000 (3/20-3/28) 
Polsby et al., pp. 136-154 
Henneberger, Melinda. “Driving W.” New York Times Magazine. May 14, 2000. 
https://www.nytimes.com/2000/05/14/magazine/driving-w.html 
 
Modeling and Polling and 2008 (3/31-4/3) 
Polsby et al., pp. 182-194 
Sternbergh, Adam. “The Spreadsheet Psychic.” New York. October 9, 2008. 
http://nymag.com/news/features/51170/ 
 
The Electoral College  



https://video-alexanderstreet-com.ezproxy.net.ucf.edu/watch/1968-a-world-in-revolt

https://www.rollingstone.com/politics/politics-news/the-boys-on-the-bus-172403/

https://www.rollingstone.com/politics/politics-news/ted-kennedys-final-round-43621/

https://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2016/09/presidential-debates-errors-mistakes-gaffes-biggest-history-214279

https://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2016/09/presidential-debates-errors-mistakes-gaffes-biggest-history-214279

https://www.nytimes.com/2000/05/14/magazine/driving-w.html

http://nymag.com/news/features/51170/
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Polsby et al., pp. 214-224 
Reading to be announced. 
 
Reform presentations 4/13-17 
 
Monday 4/20 - Review 
Reform Advocacy Presentations due Monday, 4/20 at 5pm 
 
FINAL EXAM TBA DURING EXAM PERIOD 
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Political Science 4412.0060W: Presidential Campaigning 
University of Central Florida 


Spring 2020 
Instructor: John Hanley 


v. 1.0 
  
Logistics 
Class Meetings: Online 
Pre-requisites: None. 
Office Hours: HPH 102D, Monday/Wednesday 1:30-4, Friday 1:30-2:30; or by appointment.  
My office is in the basement of Howard Phillips Hall, in the south corner (closest to Millican Hall). 
If you are at the department office, you can take the elevator, or exit the building and use one of the 
three staircases that provide access to the basement.   Email via webcourses   Phone: 407-823-3329 
 
Catalog Description 
Introduces the process of candidate selection, convention behavior, actual campaign process and the 
transition of power.   
 
Overview 
The American President is the leader of the world’s most powerful country and undoubtedly the 
world’s most visible person. The importance of the position, the schedule of quadrennial elections, 
and the close competition between the Democratic and Republican parties make the process of 
choosing presidents a compelling spectacle with a global audience. But despite the public’s 
familiarity with the President and the general outline of presidential elections, the process retains a 
high degree of mysteriousness—how is it, precisely, that a particular person captures the presidency 
ahead of all of his (her?) rivals, not to mention all of the other persons capable of carrying out the 
office. From a political science perspective, presidential elections pose substantial explanatory 
challenges: the rules and country change from election to election, and the candidates themselves 
bring unique qualities to each individual contest. Through study of past presidential elections and 
academic treatments, we will increase our familiarity with the topic, gain understanding of how 
institutions may affect outcomes, and become comfortable with the unpredictable and unknowable 
elements of presidential elections. 
 
Course Materials 
Polsby, Nelson W., et al. Presidential Elections: Strategies and Structures of American Politics, 
Fifteenth Edition. Paperback. ISBN: 978-1538125113. $54 paperback, $51 eBook. Required. It is 
strongly, STRONGLY recommended that you purchase the current version of the text, because 
reading questions and quizzes will follow closely this specific version. Older editions will include 
information that is out of date, and they will draw more heavily on the history of the elections closely 
preceding their publication, certain details of which you may know less well than the election of 
2016. 
 
In addition to the textbook, other readings and audiovisual materials will be made available to you 
on webcourses. You will be examined on these materials. 
 
Readings and due dates are subject to modification. 







 2 


 
Learning Outcomes 
Students shall:  


(1) Analyze and assess the actions of candidates, groups, and political parties. To be more 
analytically rigorous, and become citizens who understand and recognize institutional and 
constraints on how elections work. 
(2) Increase substantive understanding of American politics and political history, 


consistent with the centrality of public opinion, groups, and institutions to outcomes.  
To facilitate careers in politics as well as further study in political science and law. 
(3) Practice written communication skills. 
To advocate for ourselves and others, and to effectively present information. 


 
Validation 
Grades will be based on weekly quizzes, weekly discussion posts, short papers, and a final exam. 
These will be weighted as follows: 


• Module quizzes     20 
• Review exercises     10 
• Written assignments (3)    45 
• Group Discussions (a.k.a. POS & Pals)  12      
• Final Exam      13 
 


                 100 %


Grades will be awarded as follows: 
 A   ≥  931


3
 %     


 A-  ≥  90 
 B+ ≥  862


3
 


 B   ≥  831
3
 


B-  ≥ 80 


 C+ ≥  762
3
 


 C   ≥  731
3
 


 C-  ≥  70 
 D   ≥  60 
 F   <   60 


 
Quizzes (20%) 
Each module will include a quiz. The quiz will require you to understand and be familiar with the 
readings and audiovisual materials in the module as well as how they fit together and illustrate 
theory and historical fact. The lowest two quizzes will be dropped.  
 
Review Exercises (10%) 
For each module there will be a short, web-based exercise such as a crossword puzzle or matching 
activity to help you review reading material. These will be graded, and the lowest two grades 
dropped. 
 
Written Assignments (45%) There will be three papers, each 4-6 pages in length, requiring you to 
analyze and present information. These will be submitted via webcourses.
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Group Discussions (12%) - Each module you will be responsible for selecting and commenting on 
a current events story from the 2020 campaign, and replying to a colleague’s post. These will be 
graded satisfactory/unsatisfactory. 
 
Final Exam (13%) 
The final examination will be composed of multiple choice, true/false, and short answer questions. 
It will be cumulative. 
 
Late Work 
Completing all your work by the specified dues dates is important to your success in this 
class.  Late work will be penalized.  Your score on late work will be reduced 10% per day late, or 
fraction thereof. 
 
 
Course Policies 
If you wish to have an assignment re-assessed due to a possible grading error, it is your obligation 
to compose a short memo identifying the alleged mistake(s).  
 
Incomplete grades, changes in exam dates, and extensions of written assignments will be approved 
only by the instructor, and only upon evidence of extenuating circumstances. 
 
Academic Integrity 
The Center for Academic Integrity (CAI) defines academic integrity as a commitment, even in the face of adversity, to 
five fundamental values: honesty, trust, fairness, respect, and responsibility. From these values flow principles of 
behavior that enable academic communities to translate ideals into action. 
http://academicintegrity.org/  
 
UCF Creed: Integrity, scholarship, community, creativity, and excellence are the core values that guide our conduct, 
performance, and decisions. 


1. Integrity: I will practice and defend academic and personal honesty. 
2. Scholarship: I will cherish and honor learning as a fundamental purpose of my membership in the UCF 


community. 
3. Community: I will promote an open and supportive campus environment by respecting the rights and 


contributions of every individual. 
4. Creativity: I will use my talents to enrich the human experience. 
5. Excellence: I will strive toward the highest standards of performance in any endeavor I undertake. 


 
The following definitions of plagiarism and misuse of sources come from the Council of Writing Program 
Administrators <http://wpacouncil.org/node/9> and have been adopted by UCF’s Department of Writing & Rhetoric. 
 
Plagiarism 
In an instructional setting, plagiarism occurs when a writer deliberately uses someone else’s language, ideas, or other 
original (not common-knowledge) material without acknowledging its source. This definition applies to texts 
published in print or on-line, to manuscripts, and to the work of other student writers. 
 
Misuse of Sources 
A student who attempts (even if clumsily) to identify and credit his or her source, but who misuses a specific citation 
format or incorrectly uses quotation marks or other forms of identifying material taken from other sources, has not 
plagiarized. Instead, such a student should be considered to have failed to cite and document sources appropriately. 
 



http://academicintegrity.org/

http://wpacouncil.org/node/9
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Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating 
UCF faculty members have a responsibility for your education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to prevent 
unethical behavior and when necessary respond to infringements of academic integrity. Penalties can include a failing 
grade in an assignment or in the course, suspension or expulsion from the university, and/or a "Z Designation" on a 
student's official transcript indicating academic dishonesty, where the final grade for this course will be preceded by 
the letter Z. For more information about the Z Designation, see http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade.  
For more information about UCF's Rules of Conduct, see http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/.  
 
Unauthorized Use of Class Materials 
There are many fraudulent websites claiming to offer study aids to students but are actually cheat sites. They 
encourage students to upload course materials, such as test questions, individual assignments, and examples of graded 
material. Such materials are the intellectual property of instructors, the university, or publishers and may not be 
distributed without prior authorization. Students who engage in such activity are in violation of academic conduct 
standards and may face penalties. 
 
Unauthorized Use of Class Notes 
Third parties may be selling class notes from this class without my authorization. Please be aware that such class 
materials may contain errors, which could affect your performance or grade. Use these materials at your own risk. 
 
In-Class Recording Policy 
Outside of the notetaking and recording services offered by Student Accessibility Services, the creation of an audio or 
video recording of all or part of a class for personal use is allowed only with the advance and explicit written consent 
of the instructor. Such recordings are only acceptable in the context of personal, private studying and notetaking and 
are not authorized to be shared with anyone without the separate written approval of the instructor. 
 
Course Accessibility Statement  
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all persons with disabilities. This 
syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students with disabilities who need specific access in this 
course, such as accommodations, should contact the professor as soon as possible to discuss various access options. 
Students should also connect with Student Accessibility Services (Ferrell Commons, 7F, Room 185, sas@ucf.edu, 
phone (407) 823-2371). Through Student Accessibility Services, a Course Accessibility Letter may be created and sent 
to professors, which informs faculty of potential access and accommodations that might be reasonable. 
 
Deployed Active Duty Military Students 
If you are a deployed active duty military student and feel that you may need a special accommodation due to that 
unique status, please contact your instructor to discuss your circumstances. 
 


Schedule of Material – Overview 


Rather than have one designated day per week associated with deadlines for the course, due dates 
will slide back one weekday per module, resulting in mostly 8-day modules and a couple of 10-day 
periods. Keep note of where we are in the course and when the next assignments are due.  


Week/Mo
dule 


Completion 
Date 


 Election 
Focus 


Paper? 


1 M 1/13 Introduction 1960  
2 T 1/21 Voters 1964  
3 W 1/29 Groups  Yes 
4 R 2/6 Money and Rules 1968  
5 Sat 2/15 Media 


 
1972  



http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade

http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

mailto:sas@ucf.edu
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6 M 2/24 Primaries 1980  
7 T 3/3 Delegates and 


Conventions 
 Yes 


8 W 3/18 Debates 1992  
9 R 3/26 Persuading Voters 


and Campaign Pros 
 


2000  


10 F 4/3 Modeling and 
Polling 


2004  


11 M 4/13 The Electoral 
College 


2008  


12 M 4/20 Reforms?  Yes 
Final Due 4/27 (Mon) at 5pm   
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Schedule of Material - Extended 
Module 1 – Intro and 1960 (due Monday 1/13) 
The Making of Theodore H. White's "The Making of the President 1960," Presidential Studies 
Quarterly. Vol. 29, No 2 (Jun., 1999), pp. 389-406 


https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/1741-5705.00040 
 
Module 2 – Voters and 1964 (Tuesday 1/21) 
Polsby et al., pp. 3-24 
Converse, Philip E. 1964. “The Nature of Belief Systems in Mass Publics.” Critical Review 18:1-3, 
1-74. 
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/08913810608443650 
Johnson, Lyndon B. “Remarks Before the National Convention Upon Accepting the Nomination.” 
August 27, 1964. 
https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/node/241812 
Reagan, Ronald. Address on Behalf of Senator Barry Goldwater: "A Time for Choosing." October 
27, 1964. 
https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/node/276336 
 
Module 3 – Groups (Wednesday 1/29) 
Polsby et al., pp. 25-44 
PAPER 1 DUE – ANALYSIS OF DEMOCRATIC DEBATE 
 
Module 4 – Money and Rules and 1968 (Thursday 2/6) 
Polsby et al., pp. 47-64 
Dominici, Michèle. 2008. 1968: A World In Revolt (Un Monde en Révolte) (video: 51 minutes).  
https://video-alexanderstreet-com.ezproxy.net.ucf.edu/watch/1968-a-world-in-revolt 
 
 
Module 5 – Media and 1972 (Saturday 2/15) 
Polsby et al., pp. 65-82 
Timothy Crouse, “The Boys on the Bus.” Rolling Stone. October 12, 1972.  
https://www.rollingstone.com/politics/politics-news/the-boys-on-the-bus-172403/ 
 
 
Module 6 – Primaries and 1980 (Monday 2/24) 
Polsby et al., pp. 85-113 
Cockburn, Alexander, and James Ridgeway. “Ted Kennedy’s Final Round.” Rolling Stone. July 
25, 1980. 
https://www.rollingstone.com/politics/politics-news/ted-kennedys-final-round-43621/ 
 
Module 7 – Conventions and 1984 (Tuesday 3/3) 
Polsby et al., pp. 113-132 
PAPER #2 DUE – TOPIC TBA 
 
Module 8 – Debates and 1992 (Wednesday 3/18) 
Polsby et al., pp. 173-182 



https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/1741-5705.00040

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/08913810608443650

https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/node/241812

https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/node/276336

https://video-alexanderstreet-com.ezproxy.net.ucf.edu/watch/1968-a-world-in-revolt

https://www.rollingstone.com/politics/politics-news/the-boys-on-the-bus-172403/

https://www.rollingstone.com/politics/politics-news/ted-kennedys-final-round-43621/
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Video debate clips (webcourses) 
Zelizer, Julian E. “The 8 Biggest Unforced Errors in Debate History” Politico. September 24, 
2016. 
https://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2016/09/presidential-debates-errors-mistakes-gaffes-
biggest-history-214279 
 
Module 9 – Persuading Voters, Campaign Professionals, and 2000 (Thursday 3/26) 
Polsby et al., pp. 136-154 
Henneberger, Melinda. “Driving W.” New York Times Magazine. May 14, 2000. 
https://www.nytimes.com/2000/05/14/magazine/driving-w.html 
 
Module 10 – Modeling and Polling and 2008 (Friday 4/3) 
Polsby et al., pp. 182-194 
Sternbergh, Adam. “The Spreadsheet Psychic.” New York. October 9, 2008. 
http://nymag.com/news/features/51170/ 
 
Module 11 – The Electoral College 
Polsby et al., pp. 214-224 
Reading to be announced. 
 
Module 12 – Reforms? 
Polsby et al., pp. 197-214 
Reform Advocacy Presentation due Monday, 4/20 at 5pm 
Final Exam due Tuesday, 12/10 at 5pm 
 



https://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2016/09/presidential-debates-errors-mistakes-gaffes-biggest-history-214279

https://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2016/09/presidential-debates-errors-mistakes-gaffes-biggest-history-214279

https://www.nytimes.com/2000/05/14/magazine/driving-w.html

http://nymag.com/news/features/51170/
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Jump to Today  Edit


Welcome to POS 4603: American Constitutional Law I: Institutional Powers & Constraints! Please study this


syllabus carefully. It's written to answer questions you're likely to have and help maximize your performance in this class.


After studying this syllabus, proceed to the Start Here Module (link at bottom of page) which includes a Syllabus Quiz.


Instructor: Barry Edwards, J.D., Ph.D. (About Me)


Office: Howard Phillips Hall 102C (Where's This?


(http://map.ucf.edu/locations/14/howard-phillips-hall-


hph/) )


Office Hours: TBD


Phone: 407-823-2608


E-mail: barry.edwards@ucf.edu


(mailto:barry.edwards@ucf.edu)


GTA: TBD


Course Name: American Constitutional Law I


Course ID & Section: POS 4603-20Spring 0W60


Credit Hours: 3


Semester/Year: Spring 2020


Web Only Course


Constitutional law addresses the contents of the U.S. Constitution and the interpretation of those contents. We will


look at the organization of the United States Government (i.e., the distribution and execution of those powers); and


the relations between the Government and persons under its jurisdiction (i.e., under the Bill of Rights). Under the


United States’ system, the chief problems of constitutional law center on the basic matter of judicial review, on


relations between and among the three (3) branches of government, on the federal system’s distribution of powers


between the federal and state governments, and on the restrictions or limitation on government in either procedural or


substantive (e.g., due process) contexts. University Course Catalog Description: Development of American


federalism and national power, commerce clause, and nationalization of the economy.


ENC 1102 (Freshman Composition II), POS 2041 (American National Government) or consent of the instructor. I


encourage you to take POS 4284 (Judicial Process and Politics) prior to taking this class.


The objective of this course is to introduce you to the important role that the United States Constitution has in


https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1342797
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orienting American politics and governance. With this end in mind, we will explore the Constitution, its various


interpretations, and the role of the judiciary in constitutional application, examples of the influence it has had on the


function of government, and the case law that has emanated from its interpretation. The objectives of this class


include the following:


Understand key constitution terms and concepts


Understand historically significant Supreme Court decisions


Analyze historical trends in Supreme Court composition and decision making


Evaluate and apply constitutional precedents


Apply legal reasoning to complex hypothetical problems


Engage in discussion and deliberation of constitutional issues


Improve writing and critical thinking skills


Build collaboration skills and practice professional work habits


Epstein, Lee, and Thomas Walker. Constitutional Law for a Changing America: Institutional Powers and Constraints,


Tenth Edition. (Thousand Oaks, CA: CQ Press, an Imprint of Sage Publications, Inc. 2020). ISBN-13:


978-1544317908, ISBN-10: 1544317905. **Make sure you buy Volume I with the green cover (see image below) not


Volume II with the blue cover.** See on Amazon  (https://www.amazon.com/Constitutional-Law-Changing-America-


Institutional/dp/1544317905/ref=sr_1_1?qid=1561046345) .


Additional readings will be announced and/or distributed in class. In particular, these readings will focus on rulings


from the most recent Supreme Court term(s) and emerging issues in constitutional law.


Your final grade is based on the following components:


Module Quizzes (50%) – There are fifteen (15) numbered modules.  Each numbered module contains a quiz


which include multiple choice, true false questions, and a short answer question.  Your lowest module quiz score


will be dropped.


1. 


Module Review Exercises (15%) – Each numbered module contains two graded review exercises, such as


crossword puzzles, matching games, etc.  Your lowest two module review exercise scores will be dropped.


2. 


Small Group Discussions (15%) – Each numbered module includes a small group discussion of a constitutional


problem or issue.  Each student will be assigned to a small group of 6-7 students.  Your lowest small group


3. 


https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1342797
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Date Details


Mon Jan 6, 2020
Start Module/Week 01 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1779290&


include_contexts=course_1342797)
12am


discussion score will be dropped.


Final Exam (20%) – The Final Examination is cumulative and will require students to apply their understanding of


the subject matter in a comprehensive manner. Students can expect a mix of multiple choice and true-false


questions on the Final Exam.


4. 


START HERE MODULE


https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1342797
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Date Details


UCF Classes Begin (Spring 2020) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1779301&include_contexts=course_1342797)
12am


Quiz: SOL in the Court System (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1342797/assignments


/6379773)
due by 11:59pm


Syllabus Quiz (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1342797/assignments/6379759) due by 11:59pm


Wed Jan 8, 2020


Articles or Constitution? Pick One (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1342797


/assignments/6379788)
due by 11:59pm


Introduction to U.S. Constitution Jeopardy (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1342797


/assignments/6379797)
due by 11:59pm


Thu Jan 9, 2020
Drop/Swap Deadline (Spring 2020) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1779304&


include_contexts=course_1342797)
12am


Fri Jan 10, 2020


Add Deadline (Spring 2020) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1779305&


include_contexts=course_1342797)
12am


Evidence of Academic Engagement Quiz (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1342797


/assignments/6379755)
due by 5pm


Sat Jan 11, 2020
Practice Quiz: Introduction to U.S. Constitution (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1342797/assignments/6379768)
due by 11:59pm


Sun Jan 12, 2020
Module 1 Quiz: Intro. to the U.S. Constitution (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1342797/assignments/6379753)
due by 11:59pm


Mon Jan 13, 2020
Start Module/Week 02 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1779289&


include_contexts=course_1342797)
12am


Wed Jan 15, 2020


Crossword Puzzle: U.S. Supreme Court Agenda Setting (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/courses/1342797/assignments/6379790)
due by 11:59pm


Identify the Warren Court Justices (may require internet research)
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1342797/assignments/6379796)


due by 11:59pm


Thu Jan 16, 2020
Small Group Discussion: The Supreme Court's Opinion Writing Process
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1342797/assignments/6379776)


due by 11:59pm


Fri Jan 17, 2020
Reminder: Replies Due in Small Group Discussions (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1779291&include_contexts=course_1342797)
12am


Sat Jan 18, 2020
Practice Quiz: Understanding the U.S. Supreme Court (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/courses/1342797/assignments/6379743)
due by 11:59pm


Sun Jan 19, 2020
Module 2 Quiz: Understanding the U.S. Supreme Court (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/courses/1342797/assignments/6379770)
due by 11:59pm


Mon Jan 20, 2020
Start Module/Week 03 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1779288&


include_contexts=course_1342797)
12am


Wed Jan 22, 2020


Constraints on Judicial Power Hangman (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1342797


/assignments/6379789)
due by 11:59pm


Matching Quiz: Judiciary Cases (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1342797


/assignments/6379803)
due by 11:59pm


https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1342797
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Date Details


Thu Jan 23, 2020
Small Group Discussion: Getting the Court to Make Hard Decisions
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1342797/assignments/6379777)


due by 11:59pm


Fri Jan 24, 2020
Reminder: Replies Due in Small Group Discussions (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1779292&include_contexts=course_1342797)
12am


Sat Jan 25, 2020
Practice Quiz: Judicial Powers and Constraints (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1342797/assignments/6379772)
due by 11:59pm


Sun Jan 26, 2020
Module 3 Quiz: Judicial Powers and Constraints (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1342797/assignments/6379751)
due by 11:59pm


Mon Jan 27, 2020
Start Module/Week 04 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1779287&


include_contexts=course_1342797)
12am


Wed Jan 29, 2020


Identify Burger Court Members (may require internet research)
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1342797/assignments/6379794)


due by 11:59pm


Matching Quiz: Legislative Powers Cases (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1342797


/assignments/6379804)
due by 11:59pm


Thu Jan 30, 2020
Small Group Discussion: The Clean and Accountable Congress Act
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1342797/assignments/6379778)


due by 11:59pm


Fri Jan 31, 2020
Reminder: Replies Due in Small Group Discussions (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1779298&include_contexts=course_1342797)
12am


Sat Feb 1, 2020
Practice Quiz: Legislative Powers and Constraints (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1342797/assignments/6379756)
due by 11:59pm


Sun Feb 2, 2020
Module 4 Quiz: Legislative Powers and Constraints (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1342797/assignments/6379754)
due by 11:59pm


Mon Feb 3, 2020
Start Module/Week 05 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1779286&


include_contexts=course_1342797)
12am


Wed Feb 5, 2020


Matching Quiz: Executive Powers Cases (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1342797


/assignments/6379799)
due by 11:59pm


Presidential Powers: Pick One (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1342797/assignments


/6379809)
due by 11:59pm


Thu Feb 6, 2020
Small Group Discussion: Firing Executive Branch Officials (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/courses/1342797/assignments/6379779)
due by 11:59pm


Fri Feb 7, 2020
Reminder: Replies Due in Small Group Discussions (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1779293&include_contexts=course_1342797)
12am


Sat Feb 8, 2020
Practice Quiz: Executive Powers and Constraints (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1342797/assignments/6379766)
due by 11:59pm


Sun Feb 9, 2020
Module 5 Quiz: Executive Powers and Constraints (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1342797/assignments/6379765)
due by 11:59pm


Mon Feb 10, 2020
Start Module/Week 06 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1779285&


include_contexts=course_1342797)
12am
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Date Details


Wed Feb 12, 2020


Identify Rehnquist Court Justices (may require internet research)
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1342797/assignments/6379795)


due by 11:59pm


Matching Quiz: Separation of Powers in Domestic Affairs (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/courses/1342797/assignments/6379806)
due by 11:59pm


Thu Feb 13, 2020
Small Group Discussion: Fiscal Discipline (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1342797


/assignments/6379780)
due by 11:59pm


Fri Feb 14, 2020
Reminder: Replies Due in Small Group Discussions (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1779294&include_contexts=course_1342797)
12am


Sat Feb 15, 2020
Practice Quiz: Separation of Powers in Domestic Affairs (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/courses/1342797/assignments/6379764)
due by 11:59pm


Sun Feb 16, 2020
Module 6 Quiz: Separation of Powers in Domestic Affairs (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/courses/1342797/assignments/6379758)
due by 11:59pm


Mon Feb 17, 2020
Start Module/Week 07 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1779284&


include_contexts=course_1342797)
12am


Wed Feb 19, 2020


Foreign Affairs Power of President or Congress? (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1342797/assignments/6379792)
due by 11:59pm


U(SA) Better Recognize (May require internet research) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/courses/1342797/assignments/6379812)
due by 11:59pm


Thu Feb 20, 2020
Small Group Discussion: An Embassy in Jerusalem (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/courses/1342797/assignments/6379785)
due by 11:59pm


Fri Feb 21, 2020
Reminder: Replies Due in Small Group Discussions (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1779295&include_contexts=course_1342797)
12am


Sat Feb 22, 2020
Practice Quiz: Separation of Powers in Foreign Affairs (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/courses/1342797/assignments/6379748)
due by 11:59pm


Sun Feb 23, 2020
Module 7 Quiz: Separation of Powers in Foreign Affairs (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/courses/1342797/assignments/6379742)
due by 11:59pm


Mon Feb 24, 2020
Start Module/Week 08 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1779283&


include_contexts=course_1342797)
12am


Wed Feb 26, 2020


Federalism Hangman: Name that State (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1342797


/assignments/6379791)
due by 11:59pm


Matching Quiz: Federalism Cases (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1342797


/assignments/6379800)
due by 11:59pm


Thu Feb 27, 2020
Small Group Discussion: State of Florico's Tourism Promotion Program
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1342797/assignments/6379787)


due by 11:59pm


Fri Feb 28, 2020
Reminder: Replies Due in Small Group Discussions (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1779296&include_contexts=course_1342797)
12am


Sat Feb 29, 2020
Practice Quiz: Federalism (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1342797/assignments


/6379746)
due by 11:59pm
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Date Details


Sun Mar 1, 2020
Module 8 Quiz: Federalism (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1342797/assignments


/6379767)
due by 11:59pm


Mon Mar 2, 2020
Start Module/Week 09 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1779282&


include_contexts=course_1342797)
12am


Wed Mar 4, 2020


Historic Foundations of Federal Commerce Power: Pick True or False
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1342797/assignments/6379793)


due by 11:59pm


Matching Quiz: Historic Era Commerce Power Cases (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/courses/1342797/assignments/6379802)
due by 11:59pm


Thu Mar 5, 2020
Small Group Discussion: W.G. Harding & Sons Fishingpacking Corp.
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1342797/assignments/6379786)


due by 11:59pm


Fri Mar 6, 2020
Reminder: Replies Due in Small Group Discussions (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1779297&include_contexts=course_1342797)
12am


Sat Mar 7, 2020
Practice Quiz: Historical Foundations of Federal Power to Regulate Commerce
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1342797/assignments/6379750)


due by 11:59pm


Sun Mar 8, 2020
Module 9 Quiz: Historical Foundations of Federal Power to Regulate Commerce
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1342797/assignments/6379752)


due by 11:59pm


Mon Mar 9, 2020
UCF Spring Break starts (Spring 2020) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1779309&


include_contexts=course_1342797)
12am


Mon Mar 16, 2020
Start Module/Week 10 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1779281&


include_contexts=course_1342797)
12am


Wed Mar 18, 2020


Matching Quiz: Modern Era Commerce Power Cases (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/courses/1342797/assignments/6379805)
due by 11:59pm


Who Nominated Current Supreme Court Justices? (may require internet research)
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1342797/assignments/6379813)


due by 11:59pm


Thu Mar 19, 2020
Small Group Discussion: Revising the Violence Against Women Act
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1342797/assignments/6379775)


due by 11:59pm


Fri Mar 20, 2020


Reminder: Replies Due in Small Group Discussions (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1779299&include_contexts=course_1342797)
12am


Withdrawal deadline (Spring 2020) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1779308&


include_contexts=course_1342797)
12am


Sat Mar 21, 2020
Practice Quiz: Federal Power to Regulate Commerce in the Modern Era
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1342797/assignments/6379744)


due by 11:59pm


Sun Mar 22, 2020
Module 10 Quiz: Federal Power to Regulate Commerce in Modern Era
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1342797/assignments/6379757)


due by 11:59pm


Mon Mar 23, 2020
Start Module/Week 11 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1779280&


include_contexts=course_1342797)
12am


Wed Mar 25, 2020


Matching Quiz: Federal Tax and Spending Power Cases (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/courses/1342797/assignments/6379801)
due by 11:59pm
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Date Details


Tax Terminology Word Search (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1342797/assignments


/6379811)
due by 11:59pm


Thu Mar 26, 2020
Small Group Discussion: Preparing Highways for Self-Driving Cars
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1342797/assignments/6379781)


due by 11:59pm


Fri Mar 27, 2020
Reminder: Replies Due in Small Group Discussions (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1779300&include_contexts=course_1342797)
12am


Sat Mar 28, 2020
Practice Quiz: Federal Powers to Tax and Spend (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1342797/assignments/6379769)
due by 11:59pm


Sun Mar 29, 2020
Module 11 Quiz: Federal Powers to Tax and Spend (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1342797/assignments/6379745)
due by 11:59pm


Mon Mar 30, 2020
Start Module/Week 12 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1779279&


include_contexts=course_1342797)
12am


Wed Apr 1, 2020


Matching Quiz: State Power to Tax and Regulate Cases (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/courses/1342797/assignments/6379807)
due by 11:59pm


State Power: Pick True or False (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1342797/assignments


/6379810)
due by 11:59pm


Thu Apr 2, 2020
Small Group Discussion: Florico's Tax on Self-Driving Car Fares
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1342797/assignments/6379782)


due by 11:59pm


Fri Apr 3, 2020
Reminder: Replies Due in Small Group Discussions (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1779306&include_contexts=course_1342797)
12am


Sat Apr 4, 2020
Practice Quiz: State Powers to Regulate Commerce, Tax, and Spend
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1342797/assignments/6379763)


due by 11:59pm


Sun Apr 5, 2020
Module 12 Quiz: State Powers to Regulate Commerce, Tax, and Spend
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1342797/assignments/6379774)


due by 11:59pm


Mon Apr 6, 2020
Start Module/Week 13 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1779278&


include_contexts=course_1342797)
12am


Wed Apr 8, 2020


Matching Quiz: Economic Substantive Due Process Cases (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/courses/1342797/assignments/6379798)
due by 11:59pm


Who Prevailed: Government or Business? (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1342797


/assignments/6379814)
due by 11:59pm


Thu Apr 9, 2020
Small Group Discussion: Pay Per Click Workforce (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1342797/assignments/6379783)
due by 11:59pm


Fri Apr 10, 2020
Reminder: Replies Due in Small Group Discussions (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1779307&include_contexts=course_1342797)
12am


Sat Apr 11, 2020
Practice Quiz: Economic Substantive Due Process (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1342797/assignments/6379762)
due by 11:59pm


Sun Apr 12, 2020
Module 13 Quiz: Economic Substantive Due Process (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/courses/1342797/assignments/6379761)
due by 11:59pm
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Date Details


Mon Apr 13, 2020
Start Module/Week 14 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1779277&


include_contexts=course_1342797)
12am


Wed Apr 15, 2020


Matching Quiz: Takings Clause Cases (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1342797


/assignments/6379808)
due by 11:59pm


Who Prevailed: Government or Property Owner? Pick One (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/courses/1342797/assignments/6379815)
due by 11:59pm


Thu Apr 16, 2020
Small Group Discussion: Florico's Sharking Tracking System
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1342797/assignments/6379784)


due by 11:59pm


Fri Apr 17, 2020
Reminder: Replies Due in Small Group Discussions (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1779275&include_contexts=course_1342797)
12am


Sat Apr 18, 2020
Practice Quiz: The Takings Clause (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1342797


/assignments/6379749)
due by 11:59pm


Sun Apr 19, 2020
Module 14 Quiz: The Takings Clause (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1342797


/assignments/6379760)
due by 11:59pm


Mon Apr 20, 2020


Start Studying for Final Exam (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1779276&


include_contexts=course_1342797)
12am


UCF Classes End (Spring 2020) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1779302&


include_contexts=course_1342797)
12am


Sun Apr 26, 2020
POS 4603 Final Exam, Spring 2020 (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1342797


/assignments/6379747)
due by 11:59pm


Thu Apr 30, 2020
Grades Due to UCF by noon (Spring 2020) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=1779303&include_contexts=course_1342797)
12am


Practice Quiz: Bonus Module (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1342797/assignments/6379771)


https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1342797
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Political Science 4603.0001: Con Law I 
University of Central Florida 


Spring 2020 
Instructor: John Hanley 


v. 1.0 
  
Logistics 
Class Meetings: Monday/Wednesday/Friday 11:30-12:20, Rm 117 Harris Corp. Engineering Ctr. 
Office Hours: HPH 102D, M/W 1:30-4, F 1:30-2:30; or by appointment.  
My office is in the basement of Howard Phillips Hall, in the south corner (closest to Millican Hall). 
If you are at the department office, you can take the elevator, or exit the building and use one of the 
three staircases that provide access to the basement.   Email via webcourses   Phone: 407-823-3329 
   
Overview 
America’s system of government arises mainly from a set of institutional negotiations concluded at 
Philadelphia in the summer and early fall of 1787. Just as it did not slowly take shape over hundreds 
of years, neither was it the product of ethnic or linguistic nationalism, nor an invention of legal 
scholars, international organizations, or a foreign conqueror. As a result, Americans seek political 
guidance and national meaning from an 18th century document whose text has been lightly revised 
in the succeeding 226 years. To a greater extent than in probably any other country, the American 
constitution matters and its interpretation is the subject of vigorous debate. But the Constitution of 
1787 failed, and it is not the Constitution we live under today. How do we balance the meanings and 
purposes of the Constitution of yore against those of the amendments and current-day society? How 
can we determine what the Constitution’s answer is to a specific question, or even whether the 
Constitution provides an answer in the first place? Who gets to make these determinations? Who 
must follow them? 
 
Equipment 
David M. O’Brien, Constitutional Law and Politics, vol. I: Struggles for Power and Governmental 
Accountability, 10th ed. (W.W. Norton, 2017). ISBN: 978-0-393-60331-6. 
CLaP has a big sticker price ($99 retail), but it is the only text you need to buy. Over the course of 
the semester, it will be your constant companion. By the end of the semester, it should be ugly—
dog-eared, written-in, coffee-stained, and dirty.  
 
Learning Outcomes 
Students shall:  


(1) Analyze and assess judicial opinions and case outcomes, judicial philosophies and 
political and socio-economic theories more generally. Critical thinking will be 
engaged both deductively--identifying shortcomings in stated theories as well as 
inductively--organizing perspectives into coherent systems of belief. 


To be more analytically rigorous, and become citizens who understand and recognize 
institutional and philosophical constraints on the Court. 
(2) Increase their substantive understanding of American politics and political history, 


consistent with the centrality of the Constitution to American political culture and 
institutions.  


To facilitate careers in government as well as further study in political science and law. 
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(3) Practice written and oral communication skills. 
To advocate for ourselves and others, and to effectively present information. 


 
Validation 
Grades will be based on three papers, quizzes, a final exam, and class participation. These will be 
weighted as follows: 


• 3 short essays   60 
• Attendance and Participation 60 
• Syllabus Quiz    5 
• Quizzes (every other week) 100 
• Final Exam   75 


          300 points total 
 
Grades will be awarded as follows: 
 280 or more  A   
 270-279.5  A- 
 260-269.5  B+ 
 250-259.5  B 
 240-249.5  B- 


 230-239.5  C+ 
 220-229.5  C 
 210-219.5  C- 
 180-209.5  D 
 179.5 or fewer  F  


 
Essays (20 % of grade, 60 points) 
Over the course of the semester you will complete three short out-of-class writing assignments, on 
the model of opinion columns. These are not research papers—instead, they will require you to think 
through important issues in the course, stake out your own position, and defend that position.  
 
Since good writing comes from careful revision, I encourage you to discuss your papers with me 
before they are due. Writing tips will be distributed periodically throughout the semester. 
 
Papers are due online at 3pm on the date indicated in the schedule. The penalty for a late paper is 
one-third of a letter grade for every day late. 
 
Participation (20%, 60 points) 
Students will be permitted two unexcused absences for purposes of the participation grade. 
Students are responsible for generating a record of thoughtful participation. 
 
Quizzes (~33%, 100 points) 
In lieu of a midterm, there will be six quizzes. Quiz dates are indicated in the schedule of material. 
Each quiz will last 10-12 minutes and consist of a case (or other reading, for the first quiz) being 
drawn from those previously covered in the semester. You will be asked to identify the facts of the 
case and discuss its significance. 
 
Some students find these quizzes frustrating, especially in the second quarter or so of the semester. 
You can minimize the frustration and anxiety by starting a collection of flashcards, and reviewing 
the basics of each case before class.   
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Each student’s best five quiz grades will be counted. In the event of an excused absence on a quiz 
date, you will have the option (chosen in advance of the final) of having your median quiz grade, 
or your median final exam identification/discussion question counted extra for purposes of the 
missing quiz.  
 
Final Exam (25%, 75 points) 
The final exam is during the normal final exam schedule TBA. Like the quizzes, the exam will ask 
you to identify and discuss cases we have read. I will provide in advance a list of cases that may be 
selected. There will also be an essay section. 
 
Course Policies 
If you wish to have an assignment re-assessed due to a possible grading error, it is your obligation 
to compose a short memo identifying the alleged mistake(s).  
 
Incomplete grades, changes in exam dates, and extensions of written assignments will be approved 
only by the instructor, and only upon evidence of extenuating circumstances. 
 
Academic Integrity 
The Center for Academic Integrity (CAI) defines academic integrity as a commitment, even in the face of adversity, to 
five fundamental values: honesty, trust, fairness, respect, and responsibility. From these values flow principles of 
behavior that enable academic communities to translate ideals into action. 
http://academicintegrity.org/  
 
UCF Creed: Integrity, scholarship, community, creativity, and excellence are the core values that guide our conduct, 
performance, and decisions. 


1. Integrity: I will practice and defend academic and personal honesty. 
2. Scholarship: I will cherish and honor learning as a fundamental purpose of my membership in the UCF 


community. 
3. Community: I will promote an open and supportive campus environment by respecting the rights and 


contributions of every individual. 
4. Creativity: I will use my talents to enrich the human experience. 
5. Excellence: I will strive toward the highest standards of performance in any endeavor I undertake. 


 
The following definitions of plagiarism and misuse of sources come from the Council of Writing Program 
Administrators <http://wpacouncil.org/node/9> and have been adopted by UCF’s Department of Writing & Rhetoric. 
 
Plagiarism 
In an instructional setting, plagiarism occurs when a writer deliberately uses someone else’s language, ideas, or other 
original (not common-knowledge) material without acknowledging its source. This definition applies to texts 
published in print or on-line, to manuscripts, and to the work of other student writers. 
 
Misuse of Sources 
A student who attempts (even if clumsily) to identify and credit his or her source, but who misuses a specific citation 
format or incorrectly uses quotation marks or other forms of identifying material taken from other sources, has not 
plagiarized. Instead, such a student should be considered to have failed to cite and document sources appropriately. 
 
Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating 
UCF faculty members have a responsibility for your education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to prevent 
unethical behavior and when necessary respond to infringements of academic integrity. Penalties can include a failing 
grade in an assignment or in the course, suspension or expulsion from the university, and/or a "Z Designation" on a 
student's official transcript indicating academic dishonesty, where the final grade for this course will be preceded by 
the letter Z. For more information about the Z Designation, see http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade.  



http://academicintegrity.org/

http://wpacouncil.org/node/9

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade
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For more information about UCF's Rules of Conduct, see http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/.  
 
Unauthorized Use of Class Materials 
There are many fraudulent websites claiming to offer study aids to students but are actually cheat sites. They 
encourage students to upload course materials, such as test questions, individual assignments, and examples of graded 
material. Such materials are the intellectual property of instructors, the university, or publishers and may not be 
distributed without prior authorization. Students who engage in such activity are in violation of academic conduct 
standards and may face penalties. 
 
Unauthorized Use of Class Notes 
Third parties may be selling class notes from this class without my authorization. Please be aware that such class 
materials may contain errors, which could affect your performance or grade. Use these materials at your own risk. 
 
In-Class Recording Policy 
Outside of the notetaking and recording services offered by Student Accessibility Services, the creation of an audio or 
video recording of all or part of a class for personal use is allowed only with the advance and explicit written consent 
of the instructor. Such recordings are only acceptable in the context of personal, private studying and notetaking and 
are not authorized to be shared with anyone without the separate written approval of the instructor. 
 
Course Accessibility Statement  
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all persons with disabilities. This 
syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students with disabilities who need specific access in this 
course, such as accommodations, should contact the professor as soon as possible to discuss various access options. 
Students should also connect with Student Accessibility Services (Ferrell Commons, 7F, Room 185, sas@ucf.edu, 
phone (407) 823-2371). Through Student Accessibility Services, a Course Accessibility Letter may be created and sent 
to professors, which informs faculty of potential access and accommodations that might be reasonable. 
 
Campus Safety Statement 
Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise in our class, we will all need to work together. Everyone 
should be aware of the surroundings and familiar with some basic safety and security concepts.  


• In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance.  
• Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall near the door. Please make a 


note of the guide’s physical location and consider reviewing the online version at 
http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html.   


• Familiarize yourself with evacuation routes from each of your classrooms and have a plan for finding safety 
in case of an emergency. (Insert class-specific details if appropriate) 


• If there is a medical emergency during class, we may need to access a first aid kit or AED (Automated 
External Defibrillator). To learn where those items are located in this building, see 
http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/AEDlocations-UCF (click on link from menu on left).  (insert class specific 
information if appropriate) 


• To stay informed about emergency situations, sign up to receive UCF text alerts by going to my.ucf.edu and 
logging in.  Click on “Student Self Service” located on the left side of the screen in the tool bar, scroll down 
to the blue “Personal Information” heading on your Student Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the 
information, including your e-mail address, cell phone number, and cell phone provider, click “Apply” to 
save the changes, and then click “OK.” 


• If you have a special need related to emergency situations, please speak with me during office hours. 
• Consider viewing this video (https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk) about how to manage an active shooter situation 


on campus or elsewhere.   
 
Deployed Active Duty Military Students 
If you are a deployed active duty military student and feel that you may need a special accommodation due to that 
unique status, please contact your instructor to discuss your circumstances. 
  



http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

mailto:sas@ucf.edu

http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html

http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/AEDlocations-UCF

http://my.ucf.edu/

https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk
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Schedule of Material 
The dates below are optimistic projections of when we will discuss course topics. These will slide 
back as time goes to class discussion, quizzes, video clips, and other activities. The quiz dates will 
remain the same. Even though the readings may become out of date, you can still use this matrix to 
mark off where we are in the course at any point. 
 
 


# Date Topic § Cases/Readings 


  
The Supreme Court and Constitutional Interpretation 


0 1/6 Intro  
The Constitution; The Federalist No. 10; The 
Federalist No. 51 


1 1/8 
Who decides? Fed 78 & 
Marbury  


The Federalist No. 78; Letters of Brutus XI; 
Marbury v. Madison 


2 1/13 


Who decides? Judicial 
review alternatives & 
nullification 1.A 


Eakin v. Raub; FDR's Radio Broadcast; Virginia & 
Kentucky Resolutions 


3 1/17 How the Court works 2.A 
Flast v. Cohen, Valley Forge Christian College v. 
AUSCS, Hollingsworth v. Perry 


X 20-Jan NO CLASS – MLK Jr. Day   
4 1/22 Methods of Interp      QUIZ 1.B  
5 1/27 Methods of Interp, continued 7 McCulloch v. Maryland 


6 1/29 Intro to Congress 7 Gibbons v. Ogden, Cooley v. Board of Wardens 


7 1/31 


The Commerce Power in the 
Industrial Revolution  
PAPER 1 DUE 6.B 


U.S. v. E.C. Knight Company; Hipolyte Egg Co. v. 
US; Hoke v. U.S.; Hammer v. Dagenhart 


8 2/3 The "Switch In Time" QUIZ 6.C 
Carter v. Carter Coal; NLRB v. Jones & Laughlin 
Steel Corporation; U.S. v. Darby 


9 2/7 
The Commerce Power 
Unleashed  


Wickard v. Filburn; Heart of Atlanta v. US & 
Katzenbach v. McClung; U.S. v. Lopez 


10 2/10 
Whither the Commerce 
Clause?  


Gonzales v. Raich, National Federation of 
Independent Business v. Sibelius  


11 2/14 Regulating states    7.B 


Garcia v. San Antonio Metro Transit Authority, 
Printz v. U.S. and Mack v. U.S., Nevada Dept. of 
Human Resources v. Hibbs 


12 2/17 Taxation            QUIZ 6.D 
Steward Machine Co. v. Davis, South Dakota v. 
Dole, NFIB v. Sibelius (remainder) 


  The Presidency 
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13 2/21 
Intro 
PAPER 2 DUE 


3.A, 
3.B 


U.S. v. Curtiss-Wright Co., Dames & Moore v. 
Regan 


14 2/24 
Treaties & Executive 
Agreements 3.C 


Missouri v. Holland, U.S. v. Pink, Goldwater v. 
Carter, Medellin v. Texas 


15 2/28 War & Emergency 3.D 
The Prize Cases, Ex Parte Milligan, Korematsu v. 
U.S., Rasul v. Bush, The War Powers Resolution 


16 3/6 National Security      QUIZ 4.A 
Youngstown Sheet & Tube Co. v. Sawyer, New York 
Times Co. v. U.S., M.B.Z. v. Kerry 


X 
3/10-


14 NO CLASS - Spring Break   


17 3/17 Executive Privilege  4.D 
U.S. v. Nixon, Constitutional History: Unraveling 
the Watergate Affair 


18 3/21 Supervising the Executive 4.B 


Myers v. U.S., Humphrey's Executor v. U.S., 
Bowsher v. Synar, Morrison v. Olson (shorter 
treatment circulated) 


19 3/25 


 
                                 QUIZ 
Delegation to the Executive 4.C 


Schecter Poultry Co. v. U.S., I.N.S. v. Chadha, 
Clinton v. City of New York 


  The Role of "We the People" 


20 3/30 
Intro 
PAPER 3 DUE   


21 4/1 Voting Rights 8.A 
South Carolina v. Katzenbach, Shelby County v. 
Holder 


22 4/6 Redistricting 8.B Baker v. Carr, Wesberry v. Sanders, Shaw v. Reno 


23 4/10 Campaign Finance QUIZ 8.C 
Buckley v. Valeo, McConnell v. F.E.C., Citizens 
United v. F.E.C., McCutcheon v. F.E.C. 


24 4/18 Remainders   


25 4/20 Review 


 EXAM TIME NOT AVAILABLE AT TIME OF 
PUBLICATION 
Final Exam 


 





		Academic Integrity

		Plagiarism

		Misuse of Sources

		Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating

		Unauthorized Use of Class Materials

		Unauthorized Use of Class Notes

		In-Class Recording Policy



		Course Accessibility Statement

		Campus Safety Statement

		Deployed Active Duty Military Students






 
POS 4604.001: American Constitutional Law II 


Course Info 


• Term: Spring 2020 
• Class Meeting Days/Times: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 10:30-11:50am (80 minutes) 
• Class Location: CB1, Room 319 
• Credits: 3 


Instructor Info 


• Instructor: Eric Merriam, J.D., LL.M. 
• Fall Semester Office: Legal Studies Dept, Suite 430, DPAC (Downtown Campus) 
• Spring Semester Office: Political Science Dept, Suite 305, HPH (Where's this?) 
• Office Hours: 


▪ Tuesdays 
▪ 1-2pm (HPH office - Political Science Dept) 


▪ Thursdays 
▪ 1-4pm (HPH office - Political Science Dept) 


• Office Phone: 407-823-3074 
• e-mail: eric.merriam@ucf.edu 


Course Description 
American Constitutional Law explores the United States Constitution and the 
interpretation of its text, primarily through digesting Supreme Court opinions.  American 
Constitutional Law II focuses on the individual liberties guaranteed by the Constitution 
and what happens when government authority and individual liberties conflict.  Though 
the U.S. Constitution establishes a wide variety of individual liberties, we will examine 
the development of the Supreme Court's jurisprudence regarding individual liberties in 
two significant areas:  Equal Protection (Fourteenth Amendment) and Substantive Due 
Process (Fifth and Fourteenth Amendments).  University Course Catalog 
Description: Development of civil liberties and civil rights in the American federal 
system. 



http://politicalscience.cos.ucf.edu/people/merriam-eric/

http://map.ucf.edu/locations/14/howard-phillips-hall-hph/

mailto:eric.merriam@ucf.edu





Student Learning Outcomes 
Upon completion of this course, students should: 


1. Analyze and appreciate how, why, and to what extent the Constitution protects 
certain individual liberties; 


2. Comprehend the role of the Supreme Court as the ultimate interpreter of the 
Constitution and in addressing politically controversial issues; 


3. Understand and apply judicial philosophies/modes of constitutional interpretation in 
deciding cases and evaluating selected legal problems; and 


4. Improve critical thinking and legal problem-solving skills. 


Course Prerequisites 
ENC 1102 (Freshman Composition II), POS 2041 (American National Government), or 
consent of the instructor. Though not required, you may want to take POS 4284 
(Judicial Process and Politics) or POS 4603 (American Constitutional Law I) prior to 
taking this class. 


Required Text 


  


Constitutional Law and American Democracy, Dr. Corey Brettschneider, 
ISBN 9780735579828 


Course Policies and Expectations 
Academic Conduct: Academic dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated. If you are 
uncertain as to what constitutes academic dishonesty, please consult The Golden Rule, 
the University of Central Florida's Student Handbook 
(http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/) for further details. As in all University courses, 
The Golden Rule Rules of Conduct will be applied. Use of unauthorized resources is 
prohibited.  Violation of academic conduct requirements will result in a record of the 
infraction being placed in your file and, at a minimum, receiving a zero for the graded 
assessment in question. At the instructor’s discretion, you may also receive a failing 
grade for the course. Confirmation of such incidents can also result in expulsion from 
the University.  The plagiarism checker turnitin.com is used for written assignments. 



http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/





There are many websites claiming to offer study aids to students that are actually 
facilitating cheating (ex., Quizlet). Such sites encourage students to upload course 
materials, such as test questions, individual assignments, and examples of graded 
material. Such materials are the intellectual property of instructors, the university, 
or publishers and may not be distributed without prior authorization. If a student 
has reason to believe that the material on the study website is an actual 
assessment (quiz, discussion, exam, etc.), they must report that to the instructor. 
Students may not share/post discussion/exam/quiz questions or answers on any 
study website. Students who engage in such activity are in violation of academic 
conduct standards and may face penalties, including failing this course, having a 
grade for this course later changed when improper posting is discovered, and 
other penalties imposed by UCF.  


Academic Engagement: To ensure that all eligible students receive their financial aid 
in a timely manner, UCF requires students demonstrate engagement very early in the 
term.  In this course, this takes the form of a quiz during the first week, for which extra 
credit is also available. 


Accessibility: The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and 
inclusion for all persons with disabilities. Students with disabilities who need disability-
related access in this course should contact the professor as soon as possible. 
Students should also connect with Student Accessibility Services (SAS) 
<http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/> (Ferrell Commons 185, sas@ucf.edu, phone 407-823-2371). 
Through Student Accessibility Services, a Course Accessibility Letter may be created 
and sent to professors, which informs faculty of potential access and accommodations 
that might be reasonable. Determining reasonable access and accommodations 
requires consideration of the course design, course learning objectives and the 
individual academic and course barriers experienced by the student. 


Accommodation:  If you believe observance of your religious faith requires 
accommodation, please contact me at least one week in advance of the date for which 
you wish to request an accommodation.  If you are a deployed active duty military 
student and feel that you may need special accommodation due to that unique status, 
please contact me to discuss your circumstances. 


Attendance: Attendance at each class is expected and is a significant component of 
your course grade.  Each full class you attend is worth four points.  Attending a "full 
class" means you have signed the daily attendance sheet by the designated class start 
time or before I'm done taking attendance, whichever is later, and not departing the 
class until dismissed.  You will earn three attendance points if you attend a substantial 
(greater than 75%) of a class, but arrive late or leave early.  No credit will be earned for 
attending less than 75% of a class.  I do not track "excused absences" or "excused 
tardies."  Attend and earn credit or don't attend and do not earn credit.  You do not need 
to tell me why you are absent.  Failure to earn at least 60 attendance points will 
result in automatic course failure, regardless of the student's grade otherwise.  If 
your personal circumstances will cause you to regularly miss or be late to class, I 
strongly recommend you reconsider taking this course this semester. Please see 
the Attendance "assignment" for more details.  



https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1344829/assignments/6414553





At this time I do not anticipate using any technology (clicker, mobile app, etc.) to record 
attendance, but I reserve the right to change this policy during the term should it 
become necessary. 


Class Preparation and Participation:  This course is highly interactive; your regular 
preparation and participation are critical to your learning. To participate effectively, you 
must be prepared for each class. Assigned readings are intentionally manageable in 
size; you are expected to complete them all. Preparation and Participation points will be 
based on my assessment of your consistent preparation, meaningful participation, 
initiative, leadership, maturity, professionalism, and contribution to whole-class and 
group discussion that benefits your classmates.  This will be based primarily on your 
contributions when you are a member of the Expert Panel, but also based on 
contributions during general class discussion and other in-class activities.  Quality 
participation can take several forms, answering a question posed by another student or 
me, including asking an informed question, responding to another student’s comment, 
raising a relevant legal issue that is in the news ("current events"), or otherwise 
participating in the discussion in a relevant way. Questions or comments that are 
particularly insightful or that demonstrate a superior understanding or thought process 
particularly benefit the class. Your preparation and participation are an indication of your 
professionalism -- be excellent! Students will be given the opportunity to provide their 
own input for their Preparation and Participation through a self-assessment.  I 
understand you have other time commitments and that some people are naturally more 
shy than others.  If you do not intend to be prepared for class and participate 
meaningfully in class discussion, do not take this course!  


Collaboration: All graded events are individual effort (no collaboration) only unless 
otherwise explicitly directed. You are welcome (encouraged!) to use the University 
Writing Center (UWC) to improve your written work product. The UWC is a free 
resource for UCF undergraduates and graduates. At the UWC, a trained writing 
consultant will work individually with you on anything you're writing, at any point in the 
writing process from brainstorming to editing. Appointments are recommended, but not 
required. For more information or to make an appointment, visit the UWC website at 
http://www.uwc.ucf.edu, stop by MOD 608, or call 407.823.2197. 


Communication with Professor:   Regularly check your KnightsMail and Webcourses 
email and look for Announcements here in the course for important 
information.  Ensure your Webcourses notifications settings let you know when 
you've received a new "Inbox message" (email) or "course announcement" from 
me.  You are responsible for all information communicated by me through 
Webcourses.  You are welcome to converse with me by email (Webcourses's Inbox 
messaging is preferred), phone, or other mutually agreed communication technology 
(likely Skype or something similar).  You can generally expect to get a response from 
me to emails within 24-48 hours on business days; communication on the weekend or 
holidays may take longer. If extended substantive discussion or explanation of course 
material is required, in person conversation is preferred to written communication.  Also, 
please be aware that I am not permitted to communicate by email to any address other 
than through Webcourses or to your official KnightsMail address.  



https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1344829/pages/expert-panels





Copyright. This course may contain copyright-protected materials such as audio or 
video clips, images, text materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the 
Fair Use doctrine in order to enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, 
duplicate, download or distribute these items. The use of these materials is strictly 
reserved for this online classroom environment and your use only. All copyright 
materials are credited to the copyright holder. 


Grades:  


I will provide detailed guidance regarding specific graded assessments throughout the 
course, but here is an overview:  


Assessment 
Percentage of 


Overall Course Grade 


Block I&II Exam 15% 


Block II Judicial Opinion 15% 


Block III Exam 20% 


Final Judicial Opinion 25% 


Preparation and Participation 10% 


Attendance 15% 


Course Total 100% 


Extra Credit: Course Intro Quiz up to an add'l 1% 


Extra Credit: PBS Screening up to an add'l 2% 


Graded Assessment Descriptions: 


Attendance see description above 


Block Exams are short, objective tests covering material in the reading or discussed in 
class.  Questions may be true/false, multiple choice, fill in the blank, short answer, or 
similar objective questions (there is a correct answer).  Block Exams are not cumulative 
-- they test only material within the relevant blocks. 


Judicial Opinions are long-form written judicial opinions that will call upon a complex 
understanding of material considered up to that point in the course.  Judicial Opinions 
will require substantial effort and will be submitted through Webcourses's turnitin.com 
interface.  Unlike Block Exams, Judicial Opinions are cumulative, meaning knowledge 
and skills developed up to that point in the course may be assessed.  More information 
will be provided separately. 


Preparation and Participation: see description above ("Class Preparation and 
Participation") 







Extra Credit: Course Intro Quiz.  After reviewing the content of the entire "Course 
Intro" Module in Webcourses, take the Course Intro Quiz.  The quiz fulfills the 
"academic engagement" requirement for Financial Aid purposes and must be completed 
on time for Financial Aid to process. Must be taken by the deadline to receive any extra 
credit. Please note that though you will know your score as soon as you take the quiz, 
your score will not be reflected in your grade until the term ends. 


Extra Credit: PBS Screening. I anticipate an opportunity for additional extra credit for 
attending a screening of a constitutional law-related PBS program.  Attendance will be 
required.  This extra credit opportunity is not guaranteed and no substitute extra credit 
opportunity will be offered.  


Final Exam: Because the Final Judicial Opinion is a substantial project and is 
cumulative in nature, there is no "final exam" in this course.  


Grading Scale: 93-100: A; 90-92: A-; 87-89: B+; 83-86: B; 80-82: B-; 77-79: C+; 73-76: 
C; 70-72: C-; 67-69: D+; 63-66: D; 60-62: D-; Below 60: F 


Late Work. Assignments are due by the date and time specified in 
Webcourses. Pay very careful attention to due dates and times.  Just as with court 
filings, you must submit your work on time.  If you have questions about when 
something is due, check the assignment in Webcourses or ask the instructor.  Late work 
will be penalized as follows:  1 minute to 24 hours late, reduction of 25% of maximum 
available points.  No credit will be given for assignments submitted more than 24 
hours late.  Deadline extensions for assignments or excusals from in-class graded 
assessments are granted rarely.  Extensions must be requested before the deadline for 
the assignment (unless student is incapable of communication), and are at the sole 
discretion of the professor.  If an extension is granted, it will only be for truly unforeseen 
and unforeseeable circumstances that prevented timely submission of the 
assignment.  Such circumstances include: 


1. Student's unforeseen medical emergency within the 24 hours prior to the deadline 
that render the student incapable of thinking or communicating coherently; 


2. Hospitalization of the student, member of student's immediate family, or student's 
roommate, within the 24 hours prior to the deadline (hospitalization means 
admission into an overnight hospital); 


3. Death of a member of student's immediate family, roommate, or significant other 
within the week prior to deadline; 


4. Vehicle accident (not maintenance issue) that delays ability to be in class; 
5. Students complying with an approved Student Accessibility Services agreement; 


and  
6. Students who represent the university in an authorized event or activity (for 


example, student athletes) and who are unable to meet a course deadline due to a 
conflict with that event.  Such students must provide the instructor with 
documentation in advance to arrange a make-up. No penalty will be applied. For 
more information, see the UCF policy.  



http://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-401.1MakeupAssignmentsForAuthorizedUniversityEventsOrCocurricularActivities.pdf





Details and proof of above may be required.  Events that will not qualify for deadline 
extensions include: 


1. being "busy" with other academic or non-academic obligations; 
2. conflicting work obligations; 
3. vehicle maintenance issues; 
4. sickness other than of the severity described above. 


You can access your course scores at any time using Webcourses. Please note that 
grades are not official until I submit them to the Registrar at the end of the semester 
(when you'll be able to view them at myUCF Grades). 


Office Hours:  I will be generally available during posted office hours (and you are 
absolutely free to just drop by), but I recommend you make an appointment in advance 
(email is best for making appointments).    


Plagiarism: You are expected to familiarize yourself with UCF’s policy on plagiarism. All 
work you submit must be your own scholarly and creative efforts.  UCF’s Golden Rule 
defines plagiarism as follows: “whereby another’s work is used or appropriated 
without any indication of the source, thereby attempting to convey the 
impression that such work is the student’s own.”  Written assessments in this 
course may use a plagiarism checker, such as turnitin.com.   


Reading Material:  Though a few additional readings may be posted on the course 
website, the vast majority of the required readings for this course are in the course 
textbook (see above). Readings are intentionally manageable in size and you are 
expected to complete the entire reading before each class when one is assigned.     


Respect:  Respect for others is the most important value in this course and is a key 
element of your academic education.  Because of the contentious nature of some of the 
subject matter addressed in law courses, respect will be especially important, including 
respect for others (by respecting the right to have different opinions and by courteous 
behavior) and respect for yourself (through professional presentation and effort).  I 
reserve the right to modify course grades, including receiving a failing grade, for a 
significant violation of this expectation of respect.   


The University of Central Florida considers the diversity of its students, faculty, and staff 
to be a strength and critical to its educational mission. UCF expects every member of 
the university community to contribute to an inclusive and respectful culture for all in its 
classrooms, work environments, and at campus events.  Dimensions of diversity can 
include sex, race, age, national origin, ethnicity, gender identity and expression, 
intellectual and physical ability, sexual orientation, income, faith and non-faith 
perspectives, socio-economic class, political ideology, education, primary language, 
family status, military experience, cognitive style, and communication style. The 
individual intersection of these experiences and characteristics must be valued in our 
community. 


Title IX prohibits sex discrimination, including sexual misconduct, sexual violence, 
sexual harassment, and retaliation. If you or someone you know has been harassed or 



https://myucfgrades.ucf.edu/





assaulted, you can find resources available to support the victim, including confidential 
resources and information concerning reporting options at www.shield.ucf.edu and 
http://cares.sdes.ucf.edu/. 


For more information on diversity and inclusion, Title IX, accessibility, or UCF’s 
complaint processes contact:  


• Title IX – Office of Institutional Equity 
• Disability Accommodation – Student Accessibility Services 
• Diversity and Inclusion Training and Events 
• Student Bias Grievances – Just Knights response team 
• UCF Compliance and Ethics Office 
• UCF Ombuds Office 


Safety:  


Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise during class, everyone needs 
to work together. Students should be aware of their surroundings and familiar with some 
basic safety and security concepts.  


• In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance. 
• Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall 


near the door. Students should make a note of the guide’s physical location and 
review the online version at http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html. 


• Students should know the evacuation routes from each of their classrooms and have 
a plan for finding safety in case of an emergency. 


• If there is a medical emergency during class, students may need to access a first-aid 
kit or AED (Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those are located, 
see http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/workplacesafety.html (click on link from menu on left). 


• To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF 
text alerts by going to ucf.edu and logging in. Click on “Student Self Service” located 
on the left side of the screen in the toolbar, scroll down to the blue “Personal 
Information” heading on the Student Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the 
information, including e-mail address, cell phone number, and cell phone provider, 
click “Apply” to save the changes, and then click “OK.” 


• Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their 
instructors outside of class. 


Syllabus Updates:  This syllabus is meant to provide you with an overview of the 
course, but I may need to make changes. If so, I’ll provide you with notice, and if the 
changes are significant, a revised syllabus.  Modifications will be posted to Webcourses. 
If you identify inconsistencies between what you see on this page and other pages in 
Webcourses, please notify me, but rely on what is stated on this page unless instructed 
otherwise. 


Technical Support:  If you have technical problems with Webcourses, please 
contact Webcourses technical support, available here. If you notice a technical 



http://www.shield.ucf.edu/

http://oie.ucf.edu/
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http://jkrt.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://compliance.ucf.edu/
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problem with the course (e.g., a Module doesn't unlock when it should, group discussion 
boards aren't working, assignments aren't allowing submissions, etc.), you are welcome 
to inform me of it, but contacting Webcourses Online Support will result in faster (and 
more competent!) resolution of Webcourses technical problems.  If this is the first time 
you will be using Webcourses to take an online course at UCF, I strongly encourage 
you to first take the brief tutorial, available here, and KnightsOnline.   


Technology in the Classroom: Use of electronic devices such as laptops, phones, or 
tablets during class is not permitted, with two exceptions:  1) to accommodate a 
disability registered with Student Accessibility Services; or 2) if your only copy of the 
textbook is an "e-copy."  In either case, you must ask the instructor for permission to 
use an electronic device in class before you use it, and your use must be limited solely 
to the exceptions above.  For use of technology to accommodate a disability, a 
written Audio and Technology Agreement must be signed and submitted to the 
instructor.  Failure to comply will result in loss of electronic device use privilege and may 
have adverse grade consequences. Recording (audio or video) in class is not 
permitted without prior approval from the instructor and written agreement. 


Third-Party Software and FERPA: During this course you might have the opportunity 
to use public online services and/or software applications sometimes called third-party 
software such as a blog or wiki. While some of these could be required assignments, 
you need not make any personally identifying information on a public site. Do not post 
or provide any private information about yourself or your classmates. Where appropriate 
you may use a pseudonym or nickname. Some written assignments posted publicly 
may require personal reflection/comments, but the assignments will not require you to 
disclose any personally identity-sensitive information. If you have any concerns about 
this, please contact your instructor. 


Trigger Warnings: Much of the study of law necessarily includes analysis and 
discussion of bad behavior and offensive ideas.  Due to the nature of legal study, the 
educational importance of being confronted with difficult (and even repugnant) ideas, 
and the unpredictably of student discussions, I do not provide trigger warnings 
regarding material we will encounter.  


Writing Center:  The University Writing Center (UWC) offers writing support to students 
from first-year to graduate in every discipline. Tutors provide help at every stage of the 
writing process, including understanding assignments, researching, drafting, revising, 
incorporating sources, and learning to proofread and edit. The UWC’s purpose is not 
merely to fix or edit papers, but to teach writing strategies that can be applied to any 
writing situation. Consultations are available for individuals and small groups. You may 
schedule a 45-minute appointment by clicking the Success Resources tab on 
Webcourses, calling the UWC at 407-823-2197, or through the UWC website. 
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POS 4764 - GIS For Political Analysis


S  P, S,  I A - COS
S  -  C H


Instructor: Joshua E. Lambert, Joshua.Lambert@ucf.edu
Time and Location: T, Th 9:00-10:20am, HPH 310
Office Hours: T, Th 11:00-12:00pm, HPH 313 - 407-823-2608


Course Overview


This course will focus on the manipulation, representation, and analysis of geo-
graphical information. POS 4764 is designed for students with no prerequisite GIS
skills required. Students will be introduced to software that is used to manage spatial
data. With this software students are expected to develop a basic research design,
argument, and communicate evidence for at least two geographical variables.


POS 4764 is a GIS based course. While we will review a number of techniques for
conducting spatial analysis, this course alone will not be exhaustive in all method-
ologies. The goal is to provide students with the tools needed to investigate and
answer questions they are interested in.
Course Prerequisite POS 2041 and ENC 1102.


Requirements


This class requires students to engage with a variety of data and software.
Since students are not expected to have existing expertise, to become familiar with
a new software students will need to practice outside of class hours. Core skills
needed to succeed will be covered during in-class sessions, but to become proficient
and apply these skills to an individual research project additional practice is needed.


GIS for political analysis will focus largely on the practical application of geospa-
tial systems to understand the trends over time and space. Readings for this class
will therefore be centered largely around the application of these tools. All required
readings will be available on Webcourses. Some weeks readings will have expected
outcomes (like the ability to identify a dependent variable from an article). Addi-
tionally some weeks will have visual material that will be required.


Software
A personal computer is NOT required for this class. With that said, if you have


a personal computer I strongly encourage you to download the additional software
described below. This class will provide examples with software that is open source
(free) making the skills you develop translatable outside of this semester. Software
needed for the course is as follows:
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• ArcGIS - This is a paid for software for managing and manipulating geograph-
ical data. This software is in the computer labs in HPH as well as a few other
places around campus. Paying for this software on a personal computer is
expensive and unadvised. All assignments and work for the final paper can be
completed using ArcGIS on campus, however it can also be accomplished using
the following free softwares. If you can utilize open-source software I would
advise you to do so.


• QGIS - This is a GIS software directly comparable to ArcGIS. It has a similar
GUI (graphical user interface) complete with toolbars and drop-down menus
for convenience. All required work can be done on this platform.


• Python - This is a broad programming language that is used across a number
of disciplines and both public and private industries. It is also the underlying
language you can utilize to interact with both QGIS and ArcGIS. Labs will con-
tain detailed jupyter notebooks (Online python platform), that you can interact
with through the web browser. I strongly encourage all students to invest time
into learning this platform as it will be the largest payoff.


Attendance/Participation
Attendance for this course is mandatory and graded. In total attendance will


count for 5% of your final grade. A total of 28 classes require student attendance.
Each class is worth 1/5 of a point. This means that students may miss up to 3 classes
without penalty on the final grade. If all classes are attended students will receive
the equivalent bonus towards their final grade.


In addition to being present in class, students are expected to participate. En-
gagement with the readings, assignments, and material covered in both lecture and
lab class times are all expected. Students can lose points for attendance if they are
not actively participating during class time, or it is clear they are not attempting to
read or use software outside of class.


Assignments
This course will include six homework assignments to be completed over the


semester. Each of these will count for 10% of your final grade so they are very
important. Due dates for these assignments are before the Thursday class begins
on the weeks listed in the course schedule. Specific assignment instructions will be
distributed on Webcourses.


1. Complete Survey (1/16)


2. Identify two data sources to be used in your research project (1/30)


3. Research question and hypothesis (2/6)


4. Data product 1 (2/27)
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5. Annotated bibliography (3/26)


6. Data product 2 (4/16)


Presentation
Students must present their research project during the week of (3/31 - 4/2).


Students will have at this point already completed multiple assignments related to
their project and so the presentation should largely be consolidating these assign-
ments into a coherent discussion. This is an opportunity for students to get feedback
regarding their research design and methods. The time between presentation and
the due date for the final paper allows the students to implement this feedback. A
template for the presentation will be available on Webcourses.


Final Paper
The final paper will be a culmination of the skills developed over the course of the


semester into a singular research project. Most course assignments will be directly
related to the final project and so completion of these should be advantageous to the
project’s development. The final paper should be roughly 10 pages of double-spaced,
12-point font text. This is not including title pages or bibliography.


While the final paper does not have to be a formal hypothesis test, students
must articulate a directional argument between at minimum two variables. The
argument must be answerable by geographical data, and students must provide
adequate evidence of spatial expertise through the use of data visualization and
geoprocessing tools. Please refer to the comprehensive final paper guidelines, in
webcourses, for a full outline for project composition requirements. The final paper
is due April 23rd at 7 am.


Make-up Exams and Assignments
Per university policy, you are allowed to submit make-up work (or an equivalent,


alternate assignment) for authorized university-sponsored activities, religious obser-
vances, or legal obligations (such as jury duty). If this participation conflicts with
your course assignments, I will offer a reasonable opportunity for you to complete
missed assignments and/or exams. The make-up assignment and grading scale will
be equivalent to the missed assignment and its grading scale. In the case of an
authorized university activity, it is your responsibility to show me a signed copy of
the Program Verification Form for which you will be absent, prior to the class in
which the absence occurs. In any of these cases, please contact me ahead of time to
notify me of upcoming needs.


Activity Submissions
All submissions through the class will be done through Webcourses. Each as-


signment will have a Webcourses submission page with additional instructions.
Communication for an intro GIS course is very important. Please do not wait


halfway through the semester to ask questions about using some of the software.
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Webcourses is the best way to reach me outside of office hours. You may also reach
me through email, please include POS 4764 in the subject line for any questions
related to the class.


Since the course is based largely around applicable software-based skills, it can be
hard to troubleshoot issues online at times. For this reason the absolute best way to
get help is to see me during office hours. If you have conflicting schedules reach out
to me and I can make accommodations to meet outside of these times. Please open
channels of communication early and often, getting behind will make developing
these skills troublesome as labs progress in a cumulative manner.


Grade Breakdown


Attendance 5% (1/5 point per class)
Assignments 10% each (60% total)
Presentation 10%
Final Paper 25%


Letter
Grade Points


A 90-100
B 80-89
C 70-79
D 60-69
F 59 or below


Course Outline


This course will maintain a predefined structure for the semester unless otherwise
noted. On Tuesday the class will be lecture-based, where concepts are defined and
reviewed. Thursday will be labs where the spatial and geographical concepts are
applied.


What is GIS? (1/7, 1/9)


• Maps


• Political Research


Intro to Software + Spatial Objects (1/14, 1/16)


• ArcGIS
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• QGIS


• Python


• Points, Lines, and Polygons


• Data types


Assignment 1 Due : Complete Survey


Data Sources and Design (1/21, 1/23)


• American Politics, International Relations, Conflict,


• Types of Questions asked in Political Analysis


Descriptive Spatial Statistics (1/28, 1/30)


• Measures of central tendency


• Cross-tabulation


Assignment 2 Due : Minimum of two data sources.


Merging Data 1 (2/4, 2/6)


• Tabular + Spatial Data


Assignment 3 Due : Tentative Hypothesis/Research Question


Basic Geographical Symbology (2/11, 2/13)


• Choropleth Maps


Geoprocessing Toolkit 1 (2/18, 2/20)


• Selection


• Buffers and proximity analysis


Geoprocessing Toolkit 2 (2/25, 2/27)


• Points in Polygon


• Clip, dissolve, intersect


Assignment 4 Due : Data product 1
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Raster Data (3/3, 3/5)


• Columns, Rows, and Values


• Remote Sensing


SPRING BREAK (3/10, 3/12)


• No Class


Merging Data 2 (plus extra) (3/17, 3/19)


• Masking Rasters


• Spatial Joins


• Spatial Analysis


Advanced Spatial Modeling (3/24, 3/26)


1. Spatial Regression


Assignment 5 Due : Annotated Bibliography


Presentations (3/31, 4/2)


1. Student Presentations of final Project


Open Lab for Final Paper (4/7, 4/9)


• Open lab for final project.


Open Lab for Final Paper (4/14, 4/16)


• Open lab for final project.


Assignment 6 Due : Data product 2


Exam Period (4/21, 4/23)


1. No Class


2. Final Paper Due Date: April 23rd at 7 am
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University Services and Resources


Academic Services and Resources
A list of available academic support and learning services is available at UCF Student
Services. Click on "Academic Support and Learning Services" on the right-hand side
to filter.


Non-Academic Services and Resources
A list of non-academic support and services is also available at UCF Student Ser-
vices. Click on "Support" on the right-hand side to filter.
If you are a UCF Online student, please consult the UCF Online Student Guidelines
for more information about your access to non-academic services.


Policy Statements


Academic Integrity
Students should familiarize themselves with UCFâ™s Rules of Conduct. Ac-


cording to Section 1, "Academic Misconduct," students are prohibited from engaging
in:


• Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, in-
formation or study aids in any academic exercise unless specifically authorized
by the instructor of record. The unauthorized possession of examination or
course-related material also constitutes cheating.


• Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral means: The
presentation of material which has not been studied or learned, but rather was
obtained through someone elseâ™s efforts and used as part of an examination,
course assignment, or project.


• Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to another per-
son, student, and/or uploading course material to a third-party vendor without
authorization or without the express written permission of the university and
the instructor. Course materials include but are not limited to class notes, In-
structorâ™s PowerPoints, course syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, instruction sheets,
homework, study guides, handouts, etc.


• Falsifying or misrepresenting the studentâ™s own academic work.


• Plagiarism: Using or appropriating anotherâ™s work without any indication of
the source, thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the
studentâ™s own.
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• Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than
once without the express written permission of the instructor.


• Helping another violate academic behavior standards.


For more information about Academic Integrity, students may consult The Center
for Academic Integrity. For more information about plagiarism and misuse of
sources, see âœDefining and Avoiding Plagiarism: The WPA Statement on Best
Practicesâ.


Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating
Students should also familiarize themselves with the procedures for academic mis-
conduct in UCFâ™s student handbook, The Golden Rule. UCF faculty members
have a responsibility for studentsâ™ education and the value of a UCF degree, and
so seek to prevent unethical behavior and when necessary respond to academic mis-
conduct. Penalties can include a failing grade in an assignment or in the course,
suspension or expulsion from the university, and/or a "Z Designation" on a studen-
tâ™s official transcript indicating academic dishonesty, where the final grade for this
course will be preceded by the letter Z. For more information about the Z Designa-
tion, see http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade.


Course Accessibility Statement
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion
for all persons with disabilities. Students with disabilities who need disability-
related access in this course should contact the professor as soon as possible. Stu-
dents should also connect with Student Accessibility Services (Ferrell Commons
185, sas@ucf.edu, phone (407) 823-2371). Through Student Accessibility Services,
a Course Accessibility Letter may be created and sent to professors, which informs
faculty of potential access and accommodations that might be reasonable. Deter-
mining reasonable access and accommodations requires consideration of the course
design, course learning objectives and the individual academic and course barriers
experienced by the student.


Campus Safety Statement
Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise in our class, everyone needs
to work together. Students should be aware of the surroundings and familiar with
some basic safety and security concepts.


• In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance.


• Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a
wall near the door. Please make a note of the guideâ™s physical location and
consider reviewing the online version at Emergency Guide.
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• Students should know the evacuation routes from each of their classrooms and
have a plan for finding safety in case of an emergency.


• If there is a medical emergency during class, we may need to access a first aid
kit or AED (Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those items are
located in this building, see http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/workplacesafety.html (click
on link from menu on left).


• To stay informed about emergency situations, sign up to receive UCF text alerts
by going to my.ucf.edu and logging in. Click on "Student Self Service" located
on the left side of the screen in the tool bar, scroll down to the blue "Personal
Information" heading on your Student Center screen, click on "UCF Alert," fill
out the information, including your e-mail address, cell phone number, and cell
phone provider, click "Apply" to save the changes, and then click "OK."


• Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with
their instructors outside of class.


• To learn about how to manage an active-shooter situation on campus or else-
where, consider viewing this video. You CAN Survive an Active Shooter


Deployed Active Duty Military Students
If you are a deployed active duty military student and feel that you may need a
special accommodation due to that unique status, please contact your instructor to
discuss your circumstances.


Copyright
This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips,
images, text materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use
doctrine in order to enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate,
download or distribute these items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved
for this online classroom environment and your use only. All copyright materials are
credited to the copyright holder.


Third-Party Software and FERPA
During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services
and/or software applications sometimes called third-party software such as a blog
or wiki. While some of these could be required assignments, you need not make
any personally identifying information on a public site. Do not post or provide
any private information about yourself or your classmates. Where appropriate you
may use a pseudonym or nickname. Some written assignments posted publicly may
require personal reflection/comments, but the assignments will not require you to
disclose any personally identity-sensitive information. If you have any concerns
about this, please contact your instructor.
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POS 6686:  National Security Law 
School of Political Science, Security, and International Affairs 


College of Sciences, University of Central Florida 


Course Info 


• Term: Spring 2020 
• Class Meeting Days/Times: Thursdays, 6pm to 8:50pm 
• Class Location: Political Science Dept Conference Room (HPH) 
• Credits: 3 


Instructor Info 


• Instructor: Eric Merriam, J.D., LL.M. 
• Primary Office: Legal Studies Dept, Suite 430, DPAC (Downtown Campus) 
• Secondary Office: Political Science Dept, Suite 305, HPH (Where's this?) 
• Office Hours: 


o Tuesdays 
▪ 1-2pm (HPH office - Political Science Dept) 


o Thursdays 
▪ 1-4pm (HPH office - Political Science Dept) 


• Office Phone: 407-823-3074 
• E-mail: eric.merriam@ucf.edu 


  


Course Description 
This course offers an examination of the domestic and international legal authority 
affecting US national security and the command and control of the key instruments of 
the national security, focusing on the US military and intelligence apparatuses.  Primary 
emphasis is on national security law as a source of, and constraint on, national security 
power.  Topics include: presidential and congressional treaty and war powers under the 
Constitution; use of the military under the modern national security system; legal 
authority for the use of force; intelligence law; counterterrorism; and domestic use of the 
military. 


  


Course Objectives (Student Learning Outcomes) 
Students will: 



http://politicalscience.cos.ucf.edu/people/merriam-eric/
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1. Shared National Security Powers: Improve understanding of the Constitutional 
framework of shared national security powers between the President, Congress, and 
the Judiciary, and the Judiciary’s role in shaping that authority. 


2. National Security vs. Individual Liberties: Increase understanding of the complex 
balance between security and liberty. 


3. National Security Law as a Policy Tool: Understand the ways in which political 
actors use national security law as a tool to achieve policy goals and the tension 
between law as a tool for power versus law as a constraint on power. 


4. Use of Force: Improve understanding of domestic and international legal authorities 
regarding the use of force. 


5. Critical Thinking and Application to Modern Challenges: Develop critical 
thinking skills and be able to utilize those skills to comprehend and analyze complex 
contemporary national security challenges. 


6. Communication Skills:  Improve written and oral communication skills. 


Course Concept 


As is the case for most graduate courses, this is a seminar course where discussion of 
the reading material will comprise the bulk of class time.  However, the course reading 
material and pedagogical approach will differ significantly from most graduate courses 
in that the course intentionally uses the law school style of study, using a law school 
casebook rather than traditional political science readings.  This approach exposes 
students to the way attorneys -- an important element of the national security apparatus 
-- think about and deal with national security issues.  By considering national security 
questions from the legal perspective, students are regularly confronted with a central 
question of the course:  does law enable or constrain the exercise of national security 
power (stated differently, is law a tool or obstacle to the exercise of national security 
power)?  Additionally, students will be better appreciate and understand the legal 
elements and parameters of national security policy choices. 


Required Text 
Though a few additional readings may be posted on the course website or handed out 
in class, most of the required readings for this course are in the course textbook, 
National Security Law, 6th Edition, by Dycus et al.  This is a law school level 
casebook/textbook. Readings are very manageable in size for a graduate course; you 
are expected to complete them all in advance of every class. 


 


 







Course Policies and Expectations 
Academic Conduct: Academic dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated. If you are 
uncertain as to what constitutes academic dishonesty, please consult The Golden Rule, 
the University of Central Florida's Student Handbook 
(http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/Links to an external site.) for further details. As in 
all University courses, The Golden Rule Rules of Conduct will be applied. Use of 
unauthorized resources is prohibited.  Violation of academic conduct requirements will 
result in a record of the infraction being placed in your file and, at a minimum, receiving 
a zero for the graded assessment in question. At the instructor’s discretion, you may 
also receive a failing grade for the course. Confirmation of such incidents can also result 
in expulsion from the University.  The plagiarism checker turnitin.com is used for written 
assignments. 


There are many websites claiming to offer study aids to students that are actually 
facilitating cheating (ex., Quizlet). Such sites encourage students to upload course 
materials, such as test questions, individual assignments, and examples of graded 
material. Such materials are the intellectual property of instructors, the university, 
or publishers and may not be distributed without prior authorization. If a student 
has reason to believe that the material on the study website is an actual 
assessment (quiz, discussion, exam, etc.), they must report that to the instructor. 
Students may not share/post discussion/exam/quiz questions or answers on any 
study website. Students who engage in such activity are in violation of academic 
conduct standards and may face penalties, including failing this course, having a 
grade for this course later changed when improper posting is discovered, and 
other penalties imposed by UCF.  


Academic Engagement: To ensure that all eligible students receive their financial aid 
in a timely manner, UCF requires students demonstrate engagement very early in the 
term.  In this course, this takes the form of a quiz during the first week, for which extra 
credit is also available. 


Accessibility: The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and 
inclusion for all persons with disabilities. Students with disabilities who need disability-
related access in this course should contact the professor as soon as possible. 
Students should also connect with Student Accessibility Services (SAS) 
<http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/> (Ferrell Commons 185, sas@ucf.edu, phone 407-823-2371). 
Through Student Accessibility Services, a Course Accessibility Letter may be created 
and sent to professors, which informs faculty of potential access and accommodations 
that might be reasonable. Determining reasonable access and accommodations 
requires consideration of the course design, course learning objectives and the 
individual academic and course barriers experienced by the student. 


Accommodation:  If you believe observance of your religious faith requires 
accommodation, please contact me at least one week in advance of the date for which 
you wish to request an accommodation.  If you are a deployed active duty military 
student and feel that you may need special accommodation due to that unique status, 
please contact me to discuss your circumstances. 



http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/





Attendance: Attendance at each class is expected.  Failure to attend regularly and on 
time will result in a reduction of the grade.  Missing more than two classes will result in a 
one letter grade reduction in your overall course grade. If you miss more than three 
classes, you will fail the course.  Late arrivals are distracting to your classmates and 
me, so please be on time to class.  Missing more than 30 minutes of a class (beginning, 
end, or middle) constitutes an absence.  If your personal circumstances will cause 
you to regularly miss or be late to class, I completely understand, but I strongly 
recommend you reconsider taking this course.  


Class Preparation and Participation: This is a seminar-style graduate course and 
your regular preparation for and participation in class are essential.  To participate 
effectively, you must be prepared for each class. You are expected to complete all 
readings for full comprehension. Class participation grade will be based on my 
assessment of your consistent preparation, meaningful participation, initiative, 
leadership, maturity, professionalism, and contribution to whole-class and group 
discussion that contributes to learning and benefits your classmates.  Quality 
participation can take several forms, including asking an informed question, answering a 
question posed by another student or me, responding to another student’s comment, 
raising a relevant legal issue that is in the news ("current events"), or otherwise 
participating in the discussion in a relevant way.  Questions or comments that are 
particularly insightful or that demonstrate a superior understanding or thought process 
particularly benefit the class. Because preparation can rarely be evaluated without 
participation, please ensure you participate in a way to demonstrate your preparation.  I 
may solicit your feedback or that of your classmates in determining your preparation 
and participation grade.  Your preparation and participation are an indication of your 
professionalism -- be excellent!  


Collaboration: All graded events are individual effort only unless otherwise explicitly 
directed. You are welcome (encouraged, if you need it) to use the University Writing 
Center (UWC) to improve your written work product. The UWC is a free resource for 
UCF undergraduate and graduate students. At the UWC, a trained writing consultant 
will work individually with you on anything you're writing, at any point in the writing 
process from brainstorming to editing. Appointments are recommended, but not 
required. For more information or to make an appointment, visit the UWC website at 
http://www.uwc.ucf.edu, stop by MOD 608, or call 407.823.2197. 


Communication with Professor:   Regularly check your KnightsMail and Webcourses 
email and look for Announcements here in the course for important 
information.  Ensure your Webcourses notifications settings let you know when 
you've received a new "Inbox message" (email) or "course announcement" from 
me.  You are responsible for all information communicated by me through 
Webcourses.  You are welcome to converse with me by email (Webcourses's Inbox 
messaging is preferred), phone, or other mutually agreed communication technology 
(likely Skype or something similar).  You can generally expect to get a response from 
me to emails within 24-48 hours on business days; communication on the weekend or 
holidays may take longer. If extended substantive discussion or explanation of course 
material is required, in person conversation is preferred to written communication.  Also, 







please be aware that I am not permitted to communicate by email to any address other 
than through Webcourses or to your official KnightsMail address.  


Copyright. This course may contain copyright-protected materials such as audio or 
video clips, images, text materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the 
Fair Use doctrine in order to enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, 
duplicate, download or distribute these items. The use of these materials is strictly 
reserved for this online classroom environment and your use only. All copyright 
materials are credited to the copyright holder. 


Electronic Devices: Students may use electronic devices for class purposes 
only (taking notes; looking up class-related information when appropriate). Use of 
electronic devices for purposes other than class is distracting to other students and to 
the professor and will not be tolerated. Violations of this policy may result in loss of 
privilege to use electronic devices and/or adverse grade consequences. No recording 
devices of any kind may be used in class. 


Grades:   


Course grades will use the standard 10-point scale, without pluses or minuses (A = 90-
100; B = 80-89; C = 70-79; D = 60-69; F = below 60) 


Grades for the course will be based on performance in four areas, with points as 
follows: 


Class Preparation and Participation (30 points):  See description of expectations in 
syllabus. Professor will assess preparation and participation based on observation in 
class. 


Discussion Leader (20 points): One of the graded events in this course will be your 
performance as a “Discussion Leader” for a topic in class.  Responsibilities will include 
providing a discussion guide to fellow students and the professor in advance of class 
and taking the lead in discussing the topic during class.  Students may be discussion 
leaders for classes indicated by an asterisk on the Course Schedule.  More details to be 
provided separately. 


War Powers Legal Advice Memorandum (20 points):  Students will be assigned to 
represent Congress or the President in writing a legal memorandum that supports their 
assigned client’s perspective on a hypothetical situation implicating the War Powers 
Resolution. 


Research Paper (30 points):  Students will write a research paper regarding a topic of 
their choice addressing a legal issue in the field of national security law.  More details 
provided separately. 


Late Work. Unless otherwise specified, assignments are due before 6pm on the date 
specified. Late work will be penalized as follows:  up to 24 hours late, reduction of 20% 
of maximum available points. No credit for assignments submitted more than 
24 hours late.  Extensions are rarely granted, must be requested before the deadline 
for the assignment, and are at the sole discretion of the professor.  If an extension is 







granted, it will only be because the student faced truly unforeseen and unforeseeable 
circumstances that prevented timely submission of the assignment.  Students believing 
they need an extension under such circumstances should contact the professor as soon 
as possible to explain and make alternative arrangements.  The types of events that 
have qualified for late submissions in the past have included unplanned hospitalizations 
of the student, emergency medical treatment, and other family emergencies that have 
occurred in the day or two prior to a graded assessment being due.  Events that have 
not qualified include being "busy," having work obligations, or being sick for some of the 
time leading up to the due date of the assignment.   


You can access your scores at any time using Webcourses. Please note that scores are 
not official until I submit them to the Registrar at the end of the semester (when you'll be 
able to view them at myUCF Grades (https://myucfgrades.ucf.edu/). 


Office Hours:  I will be generally available during posted office hours (and you are 
absolutely free to just drop by), but I recommend you make an appointment in advance 
(email is best for making appointments).    


Plagiarism: You are expected to familiarize yourself with UCF’s policy on plagiarism. All 
work you submit must be your own scholarly and creative efforts.  UCF’s Golden Rule 
defines plagiarism as follows: “whereby another’s work is used or appropriated 
without any indication of the source, thereby attempting to convey the 
impression that such work is the student’s own.”  Written assessments in this 
course may use a plagiarism checker, such as turnitin.com.   


Respect:  Respect for others is the most important value in this course and is a key 
element of your academic education.  Because of the contentious nature of some of the 
subject matter addressed in law courses, respect will be especially important, including 
respect for others (by respecting the right to have different opinions and by courteous 
behavior) and respect for yourself (through professional presentation and effort).  I 
reserve the right to modify course grades, including receiving a failing grade, for a 
significant violation of this expectation of respect.   


The University of Central Florida considers the diversity of its students, faculty, and staff 
to be a strength and critical to its educational mission. UCF expects every member of 
the university community to contribute to an inclusive and respectful culture for all in its 
classrooms, work environments, and at campus events.  Dimensions of diversity can 
include sex, race, age, national origin, ethnicity, gender identity and expression, 
intellectual and physical ability, sexual orientation, income, faith and non-faith 
perspectives, socio-economic class, political ideology, education, primary language, 
family status, military experience, cognitive style, and communication style. The 
individual intersection of these experiences and characteristics must be valued in our 
community. 


Title IX prohibits sex discrimination, including sexual misconduct, sexual violence, 
sexual harassment, and retaliation. If you or someone you know has been harassed or 
assaulted, you can find resources available to support the victim, including confidential 
resources and information concerning reporting options at www.shield.ucf.edu Links to 
an external site.and http://cares.sdes.ucf.edu/. 



https://myucfgrades.ucf.edu/

http://www.shield.ucf.edu/

http://www.shield.ucf.edu/





For more information on diversity and inclusion, Title IX, accessibility, or UCF’s 
complaint processes contact:  


• Title IX – Office of Institutional EquityLinks to an external site. 
• Disability Accommodation – Student Accessibility ServicesLinks to an external site. 
• Diversity and Inclusion Training and EventsLinks to an external site. 
• Student Bias Grievances – Just Knights response teamLinks to an external site. 
• UCF Compliance and Ethics OfficeLinks to an external site. 
• UCF Ombuds OfficeLinks to an external site. 


Safety:  


Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise during class, everyone needs 
to work together. Students should be aware of their surroundings and familiar with some 
basic safety and security concepts.  


• In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance. 
• Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall 


near the door. Students should make a note of the guide’s physical location and 
review the online version at http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.htmlLinks to 
an external site.. 


• Students should know the evacuation routes from each of their classrooms and have 
a plan for finding safety in case of an emergency. 


• If there is a medical emergency during class, students may need to access a first-aid 
kit or AED (Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those are located, 
see http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/workplacesafety.htmlLinks to an external site. (click on 
link from menu on left). 


• To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF 
text alerts by going to ucf.eduLinks to an external site. and logging in. Click on 
“Student Self Service” located on the left side of the screen in the toolbar, scroll 
down to the blue “Personal Information” heading on the Student Center screen, click 
on “UCF Alert”, fill out the information, including e-mail address, cell phone number, 
and cell phone provider, click “Apply” to save the changes, and then click “OK.” 


• Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their 
instructors outside of class. 


Syllabus Updates:  This syllabus is meant to provide you with an overview of the 
course, but I may need to make changes. If so, I’ll provide you with notice, and if the 
changes are significant, a revised syllabus.  Modifications will be posted to Webcourses. 
If you identify inconsistencies between what you see on this page and other pages in 
Webcourses, please notify me, but rely on what is stated on this page unless instructed 
otherwise. 


Technical Support:  If you have technical problems with Webcourses, please 
contact Webcourses technical support, available hereLinks to an external site.. If 
you notice a technical problem with the course (e.g., a Module doesn't unlock when it 
should, group discussion boards aren't working, assignments aren't allowing 



http://oie.ucf.edu/

http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://www.diversity.ucf.edu/

http://jkrt.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://compliance.ucf.edu/

http://www.ombuds.ucf.edu/

http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html

http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html

http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/workplacesafety.html

http://my.ucf.edu/

https://online.ucf.edu/support/





submissions, etc.), you are welcome to inform me of it, but contacting Webcourses 
Online Support Links to an external site.will result in faster (and more competent!) 
resolution of Webcourses technical problems.  If this is the first time you will be using 
Webcourses to take an online course at UCF, I strongly encourage you to first take the 
brief tutorial, available hereLinks to an external site., and KnightsOnlineLinks to an 
external site..   


Webcourses:  Though this is an in-person course, we will use Webcourses extensively, 
especially for assignment submission.  Students should use Webcourses for 
communications with the professor and classmates, class preparation materials, and 
due dates for graded assessments.  If you are unfamiliar with Webcourses, I strongly 
recommend reviewing this Intro to Webcourses tutorial provided by UCF. 



https://online.ucf.edu/support/

https://online.ucf.edu/support/

http://online.ucf.edu/support/webcourses/other/student-tour/

http://online.ucf.edu/learn-online/knights-online/

http://online.ucf.edu/learn-online/knights-online/

https://cdl.ucf.edu/support/webcourses/guides/student-tour/
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UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL FLORIDA 
COLLEGE OF SCIENCES 


DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE  
 


POS 6747.0001 Advanced Topics of Quantitative Political Analysis 


Spring 2020 (Tuesday, 6:00-8:50 PM, HPH310) 


 


INSTRUCTOR Dr. Kyungkook Kang  (pronounce Key-young-cook or aka K3) 


OFFICE 302J Phillips Hall 


OFFICE HOURS TuTh 4:30PM-6:00PM & Th10:30AM-1:30PM (or by appointment) 
Please tell me a day before visit to help you avoid waiting in line or 
being crammed into a room. 


MAIN OFFICE PHONE 407-823-5082 


INSTRUCTOR E-MAIL Kyungkook.Kang@ucf.edu 


CORRESPONDENCE  The best way of all correspondence with me will be via Canvas of 
Webcourses@UCF instead of regular email account, which can lead 
to delayed feedback. Please use Inbox, which is the global 
communication function in Canvas. I will normally respond within 
two business days. 
If you send a message to my UCF email address, I will make my 
reply only to the emails sent from your UCF Knights Email account 
(No Gmail, Hotmail, Yahoo Mail, etc. please).  


TEXTBOOKS 
(RECOMMENDED) 


Peter Kennedy. 2003. A Guide to Econometrics.  6th Edition.  MIT 
Press.  


Kohler and Kreuter. 2012. Data Analysis Using Stata. Taylor & Francis 


 


 


COURSE DESCRIPTION 


This class is required for graduate students who want to develop their empirical skills to the necessary 


level required for high quality academic research as well as private/public sector employment using data 


analysis.  Based on solid understanding on standard methods covered in previous class, this second 


quantitative course will further discuss a variety of more advanced skills including (a) multinomial 


response models, (b) instrumental variable analysis using two-stage approaches, (c) panel data regression, 


(d) event history (or survival) analysis, and (e) multilevel (or mixed, hierarchical) modeling. However, due 


to time and technical constraints, we will not discuss time-series analysis such as Box-Jenkins methods 


for ARIMA process or vertor-autoregression (VAR) model with the impulse-response function. Time-


series analysis is discussed in a separate graduate course offered by Dr. Drew Lanier.  
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The course provide a through and practical overview of advanced regression analysis, with an emphasis 


on applications in political science research including in exploring data, building and fitting models, 


investigating model assumptions, interpreting results from statistical models, and report findings.  


We will use Stata statistical package to estimate the various models and methodologies covered in 


lectures.   


 


.COURSE GOAL 


Goals Learning Strategies 


Specification of dissertation 
research designs  


Focus on research question development, research designs and 
lacunae in the existing empirical literature, and data availability / 
quality.  Operationalization of weekly readings in-class.  Semester 
long research project on a subject of your choosing. 


Survey of applied methods 
 
 


Assign applied empirical readings to gain understanding of 
selection criteria for appropriate techniques.  Diagnostics of 
common empirical problems, interpretation and presentation of 
results. 


Experience working with 
common political science & 
economic data sets 


Students will learn about some of the most commonly used data 
sets, their applicability in answering certain types of research 
questions. 


Enhance existing Stata skills 
 


Homework to gain experience and understanding of 
computational capabilities. 


Performing “best practices” in 
applied regression analysis  


Enhancing critical thinking about statistical linear analysis, 
combined with practical applications of best models. 


 


BACKGROUND PREPARATION AND PREREQUISITES 


The class presumes that students have an intermediate knowledge of probability and statistical modeling, 


which covers multiple linear regression and logistic regression. We will address many different 


applications, so familiarity with generalized linear regression models would be helpful. You should have 


familiarity with Stata statistical package.  


 


COURSE DESIGN 
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The techniques of analytical research methods are imparted principally through taking classes and doing 


problem sets, rather than independent reading. It is essential for students to regularly attend the class and 


to carefully review the course materials after the class. We expect that a student who has performed well 


in the assignments will be well-prepared for her/his own research project.  


In addition to our required/recommended texts, a good set of notes would be the proper text to start 


with.  I will electronically distribute a copy of my lecture note before each section begins. You may want 


to bring your own hard copies or take additional notes with your laptop. The assignments will consist of 


required questions which test the material of texts and lecture notes. 


We will be using STATA, a general-purpose professional statistical software package, for data analysis in 


this course. I assume that you have no prior experience with this software but a basic knowledge of MS 


Office is required to facilitate your implementation of tasks. 


To complete the take-home assignments using STATA, you have three options:  


(1) Use PCs in the HPH 310 & HPH 409 computer labs OR purchase the software and install it on your own 


PC or laptop.  


(2) Access UCF apps (http://apps.ucf.edu/)  and use Stata from your device with a good internet connection 


(usually it will take 2~3 weeks after the start of the semester to update our class roster on the system) 


(3)  Purchase Stata at reduced student pricing from the website (www.stata.com) and install it on your own 


PC or laptop. The recommended version is Stata/IC 15 (Intercooled, the base version for mid-sized 


datasets). 


The webcourses@UCF site of Canvas has a discussion board. This board provides an opportunity to 


post questions regarding the course material and/or computing. In addition to precepts and office hours, 


please use this board on the course website when asking questions about lectures and other course 


materials. This will allow students to see other students’ questions and learn from them. I will regularly 


check the board and answer questions posted, although everyone else is also encouraged to contribute to 


the discussion. A student’s respectful and constructive participation on the forum will count toward 


his/her class participation grade. Do not email your questions directly to me unless they are of personal 


nature — I will not answer them! 


 


ATTENDANCE 



http://www.stata.com/
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Class attendance is not optional--if you need to miss class, please be prepared to explain why. Regular 


attendance is crucial to being successful in this course. The material covered in this course is inherently 


cumulative. If you do not keep up, you will quickly find yourself too far behind to catch up. 


You should arrive to class on time: it will start promptly at its assigned time. Do not leave early. Late 


arrivals and early departures may count as absences (or at the course instructor's discretion, partial 


attendance may result in). For further information please refer to UCF Academic Regulations and 


Procedures (http://catalog.ucf.edu/policies/academic-regulations). 


 


MAKE-UP EXAM & ASSIGNMENT POLICY  


Make-up exams and assignments will be granted only in the case of an emergency (only for documented 


reasons) and/or a university documented absence. I always investigate the claims and make sure the 


documents are authentic.  If such documentation is provided, it is up to the instructor’s discretion to 


grant a make-up exam or to excuse the student from taking the exam without penalty. If exam or 


assignment dates conflict with a religious holiday, please notify the instructor about this at the beginning 


of the class. I will seek to accommodate you. For further information please refer to UCF Academic 


Regulations and Procedures (http://catalog.ucf.edu/policies/academic-regulations). 


No extra credit expected individually. If I decide a substantial portion of the class would benefit from an 


additional opportunity, it will be offered to everyone. But I will not select some individuals out for special 


treatment.  


 


NEW IMPORTANT POLICY REGARDING YOUR FINANCIAL AID 


All faculty members are required to document students' academic activity at the beginning of each 


course.  In order to receive the earliest financial aid disbursement, you MUST complete the non-credit 


assignment of syllabus quiz (can be found in Quizzes on Webcourse@UCF) during the first week of 


class. Failure to do so may result in a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid. 


 


REQUIREMENTS  
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Your course grade will be based on three components:  


(1) Attendance & Participation. 10 %.  Attendance is required. This course will move fast; you will 


become confused if you do not attend regularly. Late arrivals and early departures may count as 


absences. The frequency and quality of individual attendance will be carefully recorded and 


reflected in the final grades.  


(2) Two Take-Home Homework Assignments. 40 % (20+20). You will be given two regular 


assignments during the term. Each student is to attempt all problems individually before the 


assigned date: you will not be allowed to collaborate with anybody. Usually you will be given 


about 10 days to finish your work. Electronic copies of your answers should be submitted via 


Webcourse@UCF. 


(3) Research Proposal Presentation and Final Research Paper 50 % (10+40).   


During the first month of the semester, you will be asked to make a short presentation of your 


research proposal. A sign-up sheet with due dates/times will be posted on the webcourse. Your 


presentation will consist of: 


(a) A summary of your topic 


(b) A description of why your topic is worthy of study 


(c) One example of existing research related to your topic – either a book or an article. 


- Describe the research focus of the study, why it is significant, its general method and 


most important findings. 


- Identify the principal dependent variable and independent variables involved in the 


study and describe how they were measured. 


- Assess the findings. Did the study, on its own terms, succeed? The specification of 


dependent and independent variables and the form of expected relationship between 


them.  


(d) The specification of your hypothesis. 


- Describe your dependent and independent variables and the form of the expected 


relationship between them.  


(e) The operationalization of the variables 


-What are your principal variables and how do you propose to measure them? 


-Data gathering: Where will you get your data? 


 


Research paper should be more elaborate, and involve the completion of the empirical research 


detailed in the research proposal. Students should be prepared to defend their choice of research 
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questions and methods, and devote the necessary time and hard work to create a high quality 


product (about 25~30 pages). The research paper should contain the following components: (1) 


title page, (2) abstract, (3) introduction (e.g., problem identification, research question, and 


significance), (4) background section and/or literature review, (5) research design/overview of 


analytic approach or method, (6) analysis or test, (7) findings and/or conclusion, (8) any necessary 


ancillary material (e.g., appendix, tables, and figures), and (9) a bibliography or works cited page. 


Electronic copies are due over email by [Due Date: TBD]. Late papers will not be accepted. 


 


UCF DISABILITY STATEMENT 


 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all persons 


with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students with disabilities who 


need accommodations in this course must contact the professor at the beginning of the semester to 


discuss needed accommodations. No accommodations will be provided until the student has met with 


the professor to request accommodations. Students who need accommodations must be registered with 


Student Disability Services, Student Resource Center, Room 132, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD 


only phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting accommodations from the professor. 


 


 


UCF RULES OF ACADEMIC CONDUCT 


 


As reflected in the UCF creed, integrity and scholarship are core values that should guide our conduct 


and decisions as members of the UCF community. Plagiarism and cheating are very serious academic 


offenses. Please refer to the University’s Rules of Conduct (available at: http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu) for 


more information on these issues. Failure to comply with university rules may subject violator(s) to 


appropriate action by university authorities and/or appropriate civil authorities. The penalty for students 


who plagiarize or cheat on an exam or an assignment will include a grade of F on that exam or 


assignment. 


 


 


 


PROFESSIONALISM POLICY  
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Per university policy and classroom etiquette; mobile phones, iPads, etc. must be silenced during all 


classroom and lab lectures. Those not heeding this rule will be asked to leave the classroom/lab 


immediately so as to not disrupt the learning environment. Please arrive on time for all class meetings. 


Students who habitually disturb the class by talking, arriving late, etc., and have been warned may suffer a 


reduction in their final class grade (NO POINTS IN ATTENDANCE, SERIOUSLY!). 


 


UNIVERSITY WRITING CENTER 


 


The University Writing Center (UWC) is a free resource for UCF undergraduates and graduates. At the 


UWC, a trained writing consultant will work individually with you on anything you're writing (in or out of 


class), at any point in the writing process from brainstorming to editing. Appointments are 


recommended, but not required. For more information or to make an appointment, visit the UWC 


website at http://www.uwc.ucf.edu, stop by MOD 608, or call 407.823.2197. 


 


 


GRADING  


 


I usually apply a 'curve' grading scheme to convert your exam score into the following numeric and letter 


scale, so each exam grade reflects your performance relative to your fellow students. In this way all exams 


should be equivalently graded. Graded tests and materials in this course will be returned individually only 


by request. You can access your scores at any time using the Grade Book function of Webcourses. Please 


note that scores returned mid-semester are unofficial grades. Your course grade will be determined by the 


following numeric scale: 


 


Course Points Average Letter Grade 


90-100  A 


85-89.99  A- 


80-84.99  B+ 


75-79.99  B 


70-74.99  B- 


65-69.99  C+ 


60-64.99  C 


55-59.99  C - 







  . 
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50-54.99  D+ 


45-49.99  D 


40-44.99  D- 


0-39.99  F 


 


 


 


 


COURSE SCHEDULE AND READING ASSIGNMENTS.  


 


On the following page a tentative course schedule is provided. I plan to cover most of the text. In 


addition, I will present a fair amount of material in lectures that is not in the book. 


 


Chapters in Kennedy consist of three sections: (A) Discussion; (B) General Notes; and (C) Technical Notes 
 
1. Introduction and Background  


Required: 


• Kennedy: Chapter 1 & 2 (A B C); see section on measurement bias including figure 9.2 
Recommended: 


• King, Gary. 1986. “How Not to Lie with Statistics: Avoiding Common Mistakes in 
Quantitative Political Science.” American Journal of Political Science 30: 666-687.   


• Christopher H. Achen. 1977. “Measuring Representation: Perils of the Correlation 
Coefficient.”  American Journal of Political Science 21: 805-815. 


 
2. Review of Ordinary Least squares (OLS), Interactive terms, Marginal effects analysis  


      Required: 


• Kennedy: Chapter 3 (A B C) 


• Read and Understand: Assumptions about error terms: heteroskedasticity and 
autocorrelation:  Kennedy: Chapter 8 (A B C) 


• Read and Understand: Assumption about independence of observations: Kennedy: Chapter 
12 (A B C) 


Recommended:  


• Friedrich, Robert J.  1982.  “In Defense of Multiplicative Terms in Multiple Regression 
Equations.”  American Journal of Political Science 26: 797-833.   


• Brambor et al.  2005.  “Understanding Interaction Models: Improving Empirical Analyses.” 
Political Analysis  13: 1-20. (http://homepages.nyu.edu/%7Emrg217/pa.pdf) 


• Fiorina, Morris P.1981. “Some Problems in Studying the Effects of Resource Allocation in 
Congressional Elections.”  American Journal of Political Science 25: 543-567.   


Reference: 


• Baum Chap 4 pp.107-111 On Marginal Effects., Diagnostics, Chap 5. 


• Garson, G. David (n.d.). Statnotes: Topics in Multivariate Analysis. 
http://www2.chass.ncsu.edu/garson/pa765/statnote.htm.  







  . 
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• Kam and Franzese. 2006. Modeling and Interpreting Interactive Hypothesis in Regression Analysis. Ann 
Arbor: University of Michigan Press.  
 


3. Generalized Least Squares (GLS) and Feasible GLS  
Required: 


• Kennedy: Chapter 8 (A B C)  


• Jackson. J. (2005). Oxford Handbook of Political Methodology.  Endogeneity Chapter.  pp 404-431. 
Recommended: 


• Wood, B.D. 1992. “Modeling Federal Implementation as a System: The Clean Air Case.” 
American Journal of Political Science. 36 (1) pp. 40-67. 


• Downe, George W. and David M. Rocke.  1979.  “Interpreting Heteroscedasticity.”  American 
Journal of Political Science 23: 816-828.  


• Chatterjee, Sangit and Frederick Wiseman.  1983.  “Use of Regression Diagnostics in Political 
Science Research.”  American Journal of Political Science 27:  601-613.   


• Russet, Bruce.  1982.  “Defense Expenditures and National Well Being.”  American Political 
Science Review 76: 767-77. 


Reference: 


• Baum, Ch 6 pp. 142-159 and Ch 8.  
 
4. Review of Maximum Likelihood Estimation (MLE)  


Required:  


• Kennedy: Chapter 2 (B: Maximum Likelihood, C: Maximum Likelihood)  
Reference: 


• Eliason, S.R. (1993). Maximum Likelihood Estimation: Logic and Practice. Newbery Park, CA: Sage 
Publications. 


• King, Gary. (1998). Unifying Political Methodology: The Likelihood Theory of Statistical Inference. Ann 
Arbor, Michigan: University of Michigan Press. Chap 1-4 


 
5. Ordinal and Multinomial Response Model  


  Required: 


• Kennedy: Chapter 16 (A B C) & 17 (A B C) 
Recommended: 


• Hagle, Timothy M. and Glenn E. Mitchell II.  1992.  “Goodness-of-Fit Measures for Probit 
and Logit.”  American Journal of Political Science 36: 762-784.   


• Doyle, Michael W. and Nicholas Sambanis.  2000.  “International Peacebuilding:  A 
Theoretical and Quantitative Analysis.”  The American Political Science Review 94: 779-801.   


• Fearon, James D. and David D. Laitin. 2003. “Ethnicity, Insurgency, and Civil War.” American 
Political Science Review  97 (1): 75–90. 


• D. Scott Bennett; Timothy Nordstrom. 2000. Foreign Policy Substitutability and Internal 
Economic Problems in Enduring Rivalries. The Journal of Conflict Resolution, Vol. 44, No. 1, 
Substitutability in Foreign Policy: Applications and Advances. pp. 33-61.  


• Edward D. Mansfield and Jon C. Pevehouse. 2000. Trade Blocs, Trade Flows, and 
International Conflict. International Organization. 54 (4). 


• Bernard and Leblang. 1999. Democratic Institutions and Exchange-rate Commitments. 
International Organization. 53 (1). pp. 71–97  


• Henry E. Brady. 2000. Contributions of Survey Research to Political Science. PS: Political 
Science and Politics, Vol. 33, No. 1. pp. 47-57. 


Reference: 







  . 
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• Long, Scott. 1997. Regression Models for Categorical and Limited Dependent Variables. Sage.   
 
6.  Instrumental Variables and Simultaneous Equations  


Required: 


• Kennedy: Chapter 11 (A B C). 
Recommended: 


• Miguel Edward, Shanker Satyanath, and Ernest Sergenti. 2004. Economic Shocks and Civil 
Conflict: An Instrumental Variables Approach. Journal of Political Economy 112 (4), 725-753. 


• Abdollahian, Mark, and Kyungkook Kang. 2008. In Search of Structure: the Nonlinear 
Dynamics of Power Transitions. International Interactions. 34 (4).  


 
7. Fixed Effect, Random Effect, and Multilevel Mixed-Effects Model for Panel Data  


Required: 


• Kennedy: Chapter 18 (A B C) 
Recommended: 


• James E. Alt and David Dreyer Lassen. 2006. “Transparency, Political Polarization, and 
Political Budget Cycles in OECD Countries” American Journal of Political Science, Vol. 50, No. 3, 
(July): 530:550. 


• Beck, Nathaniel, & Katz, Jonathan N. 1995. “What to do (and not to do) with time-series 
crosssectional data.” American Political Science Review  89(3): 634-647. 


• Achen, Christopher. 2000. “Why Lagged Dependent Variables Can Suppress the Explanatory 
Power of Other Independent Variables.” Presented at the Annual Meeting of the Political 
Methodology Section of the American Political Science Association, UCLA.  


• Yaffee, R. (2003). A Primer for Panel Data Analysis. Connect: Information Technology at NYU. 
Fall.  


•  Scheve and Slaughter. (2004). Economic Insecurity and the Globalization of Production. 
American Journal of Political Science. Vol. 48, No. 4. Pp. 662–674 


Reference: 


• Baum. (2004). Modern Econometrics Using Stata. Chaps. 1, 3, 8-9. 


• Roodman, D. (2006). How to Do xtabond2: An Introduction to “Difference” and “System” GMM in 
Stata. Center for Global Development. Working Paper Number 103. December. 


• Gellman, Andrew and Jennifer Hill. 2007. Data Analysis using Regression and 
Multilevel/Hierarchical Models, Cambridge University Press. 
 


 
8. Event History and Survival Analysis  


Required: 


• Box-Steffensmeier, Janet M. and Brad Jones. 1997. “Time is of the Essence: Event History 
Models in Political Science.” American Journal of Political Science 41(October): 1414- 


1461. 
Recommended: 


• Bennett, D. Scott and Allan C. Stam. 1996. “The Duration of Interstate Wars, 1816-1985.” 
American Political Science Review 90(June): 239-257. 


• Box-Steffensmeier, Janet M. 1996. “A Dynamic Analysis of the Role of War Chests in 
Campaign Strategy.” American Journal of Political Science. 91: 324--338. 


• Box-Steffensmeier, Janet M., Dan Reiter, and Christopher J.W. Zorn. 2003. 
"Nonproportional Hazards and Event History Analysis in International Relations." Journal of 
Conflict Resolution. 







  . 
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• Lektzian, David and Mark Souva. 2001. "Institutions and International Cooperation: A 
Duration Analysis of the Effects of Sanctions." Journal of Conflict Resolution 45 (1): 61-79.  


Reference: 


• Box-Steffensmeier, Janet M., and Bradford S. Jones. 2004. Event History Modeling: A Guide for 
Social Scientists. New York: Cambridge University Press. 


 
 


 


*** NOTE: THE CONTENT OF SYLLABUS AND COURSE SCHEDULE ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE AND 


UPDATE AT THE INSTRUCTOR’S DISCRETION IF NECESSARY.  


CHANGES TO THE SYLLABUS, IF ANY, WILL BE ANNOUNCED IN CLASS AND THE UPDATED SYLLABUS 


WILL BE POSTED ON WEBCOURSE@UCF.  


STUDENTS ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY CHANGES IN SYLLABUS/SCHEDULE WHICH ARE 


ANNOUNCED IN CLASS. 
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Overview	
This	professional	development	course	is	designed	to	expose	graduate	
students	in	security	studies	to	the	professional	challenges	of	national	security	
careers.	Taught	by	a	national	security	professional	with	experience	at	ODNI,	
NSA,	the	US	Army,		defense	think	tanks,	government	contractors,	and	Federal	
Advisory	Committees,		this	course	will	touch	upon	important	issues	faced	by	
practitioners	in	the	field.	It	will	also	focus	on	the	unique	characteristics,	
cultures,	and	dynamics	of	the	primary	enterprises	associated	with	US	
national	security.		Largely	taught	from	a	practitioner’s	view,	this	course	is	
designed	to	expose	graduate	students	to	the	complex	world	of	everyday	
security	policymaking	and	career	development..		


As	a	professional	development	seminar,	this	course	will	expose	students	to	
the	array	of	US	national	security	“players”	inside	and	outside	of	Washington,	
including	diplomats,	military	officers,	policy	makers,	trade	specialists,	
intelligence	officers,	congressmen,	and	others.	Some	discussions	will	include	
expectations	for	entry-level	practitioners	as	well	as	opportunities	and	
strategies	for	post-graduate	employment	in	government,	think	tanks,	and	
international	organizations.	This	seminar	also	will	feature	a	variety	of	
exercises	to	demonstrate	the	vastly	different	requirements	mandated	by	
various	national	security	enterprises.	Above	all,	the	course	aims	at	educating	
first-rate	security	studies	scholars	at	the	University	of	Central	Florida.		The	
course	seeks	to	strengthen	the	odds	that	students	will	go	on	in	their	careers	
to	nimbly	navigate	between	the	realms	of	scholarship	in	the	academy	and	of	
practice	in	and	around	government.		


The	University	of	Central	Florida	is	committed	to	providing	access	and	
inclusion	for	all	persons	with	disabilities.	This	syllabus	is	available	in	
alternate	formats	upon	request.	Students	with	disabilities	who	need	specific	
access	in	this	course,	such	as	accommodations,	should	contact	the	professor	
as	soon	as	possible	to	discuss	various	access	options.	Students	should	also	
connect	with	Student	Accessibility	Services	(Ferrell	Commons,	7F,	Room	185,	
sas@ucf.edu,	phone	(407)	823-2371).	Through	Student	Accessibility	
Services,	a	Course	Accessibility	Letter	may	be	created	and	sent	to	professors,	
which	informs	faculty	of	potential	access	and	accommodations	that	might	be	
reasonable.	


Requirements	
One	credit	hour	will	be	awarded	for	the	successful	completion	of	the	course.		
Students	are	required	to	attend	eight	classes.		Each	class	will	meet	for	an	
hour	and	fifty	minutes.	Students	will	be	given	either	a	satisfactory	or	an	
unsatisfactory	grade	based	solely	on	class	attendance	of	a	minimum	of	six	
classes	and	participation.	Students	are	encouraged	to	complete	the	optional	
writing	assignments,	but	they	are	certainly	not	mandatory	and	will	not	be	
graded.	Additional	information	on	writing	assignments	will	be	handed	out	in	
class. All	students	will	be	expected	to	give	a	presentation.	Grade	reporting	
and	contacts	will	be	through	Webcourses@UCF.		


	


Required	Texts	
The	course	has	no	required	
textbooks.		
	
	
	
	


	


Other	Readings	
The	course	primarily	relies	on	a	variety	of	
policy-relevant	articles	from	magazines	and	
journals.		These	articles	are	selected	because	
they	are	more	likely	to	be	consumed	by	
security	studies	practitioners	than	the	
scholarly	peer-reviewed	journals	consumed	
by	political	scientists.		The	reading	of	these	
articles	will	give	students	a	better	sense	as	to	
how	national	security	practitioners	“think”	
about	all-too-real	national	security	problems.	


Web	Sources	
The	majority	of	readings	are	available	on	the	
web	for	easy	student	access.		The	syllabus	
also	provides	web	links	to	government	
agencies,	military	organizations,	and	think	
tanks.		Students	may	investigate	these	links	to	
get	a	firmer	grasp	of	the	types	of	policy-
relevant	analyses	produced	outside	of	
universities.		They	may	also	search	these	
websites	for	employment	and	career	leads.		
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			Class	1:		Scholars	vs.	Practitioners	in	Security	Studies		--	16	January	2020	
Joseph	S.	Nye,	Jr.,	“Scholars	on	the	Sidelines,”	Washington	Post,	13	April	2009.		Available	at		


Michael	R.	Macedonia,	“Command	and	Control	in	Desert	Storm”,	Military	Review,	January	1992		


Please	note:	All	instructors/faculty	are	required	to	document	students’	academic	activity	at	the	beginning	of	each	course.	
In	order	to	document	that	you	began	this	course,	all	students	must	take	a	short	quiz	by	the	end	of	the	first	week	of	classes	
or	as	soon	as	possible	after	adding	the	course.	Failure	to	do	so	may	result	in	a	delay	in	the	disbursement	of	your	financial	
aid.		
	


Class	2:		The	Government	in	Practice:	A	View	from	the	Pentagon	–23	January	2020	
(Guest	Speaker:		Pentagon	Expert)	


Perry	M.	Smith	et	al.,	Assignment	Pentagon:	How	to	Excel	in	a	Bureaucracy,	4th	edition,	Revised,		2007.		


Army	Science	Board,	The	Character	of	Future	Warfare,	August	2017.	


Joint	Staff,	J-7	JET,	Joint	Officer’s	Handbook	2nd	Edition,	August	2011		


WikiHow,	How	to	Write	a	Position	Paper,	WikiHow	to	do	Anything,	web	site.	


	


Class	3:		Entry-Level	Realities	–	Becoming	Visible,	Building	a	Network,	Getting	Social	–6																			
February	2020		


				(Guest	Speaker:		Honarable	James	Bacchus)	


				Patrick	Tammer,	HOW	TO	GET	A	JOB	AT	THE	UN	


				Alison	Doyle,	The	Most	Effective	Ways	to	Use	LinkedIn	


				The	Modern	Warfare	Institute,	Writing	To	Be	Read		
	
US	News,	Living	in	Washington,	DC	


	


Class	4:		Implementing	Policy	Outside	of	Washington	–	20	February	2020	
(Guest	Speaker:	David	Walsh)	


Phil	Primack,	“Foreign	Disservice:		Too	Many	Hot	Spots,	Too	Few	Seasoned	Diplomats,”	Tufts	Magazine,	Summer	2011.		
Available	at	http://www.tufts.edu/alumni/magazine/summer2011/features/foreign-disservice.html		


Michael	R.	Macedonia,	Games	Soldiers	Play,	IEEE	Spectrum,	March	2002.	


Class	5:		Spooks	and	Analysts:	The	Influence	of	the	Intelligence	Community	–	5	March	
2020	
(Guest	Speaker:	Captain,	USN	(R)	Dale	Helmer)	
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Jeffrey	T	Richelson,	The	US	Intelligence	Community,	5th	edition,	2007	


Marty	Peterson,	“What	I	learned	in	40	Years	of	Doing	Intelligence	Analysis	for	US	Foreign	Policymakers”	Studies	in	Intelligence,	
(vol.	55,	no.	1,	2011),	cia.gov.		


	


Class	6:		Preparing	to	Enter	the	Bureaucracy	–	19	March	2020	
				(Guest	Speaker:	Security	Cleanrance	official)	


How	to	Obtain	a	Security	Clearance.	http://govcentral.monster.com/security-clearance-jobs/articles/413-how-to-obtain-a-
security-clearance	


	William	Henderson,	How	to	Prepare	for	a	Security	Clearance	Polygraph	Examination	


					Standard	Form	86.	Questionaire	for	National	Security	Positions.		


Class	7:		Supporting	National	Security	from	the	Private	Sector	–	2	April	2020	
(Guest	speaker:	Defense	Contractor)	


Dana	Priest,	and	William	Arkin,		Top	Secret	America,	“Functions	and	Intelligence	Analysis,”	(Really	a	listing	of	gov’t	agencies	
and	private	companies	associated	with	US	national	security);	The	Washington	Post,	July	2010.	


Think	Tanks	and	Civilian	Societies	Program,	International	Relations	Program,	University	of	Pennsylvania,	
http://www.gotothinktank.com	


Class	8:		Campaigns,	Elections,	and	Patronage:	Government	Ethics	in	Theory	and	Practice	
–	16	April	2020		


					(Guest	Speaker:	Ethics	official)	


The	Hatch	Act,	Preventing	Conflicts	of	Interest	in	the	Executive	Branch;	The	United	States	Office	of	Government	Ethics.	(See	
.pdf	and	OSC	website.)		


Brief	Summary	of	Employee	Standards	of	Conduct,	Preventing	Conflicts	of	Interest	in	the	Executive	Branch;	The	United	States	
Office	of	Government	Ethics.			


OGE	Form	450:	Confidential	Financial	Disclosure	Report,	Office	of	Government	Ethics	
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University of Central Florida 


Scope and Methods of Political Science 


POS 3703 | Section 3  | Spring 2020 


 Monday, Wednesday, and Friday; 11:30am 12:20pm, (3 credit hours) 


Howard Phillips Hall, Room 310 


 


Instructor: Dr. Lynne Gleiber 


Telephone: 407-823-6023 


E-Mail: lynne.gleiber@ucf.edu  


Office hours: Monday and Wednesday; 9-9:20 am and by appointment 


Howard Phillips Hall, Room 102 


 


Purpose and Course Description 


This course will examine techniques and concepts essential for conducting and understanding 


research in political science.  It addresses fundamental components of analysis in political 


science and statistical techniques that are used. Students will be assigned readings from the 


required textbook, which will need to be completed in order to be prepared for class. In addition 


to discussion of the concepts that are introduced in the reading assignments in-class exercises 


using SPSS and Microsoft Excel will be given.  Attending class therefore, is crucial to success in 


the course.  


 


Course Objectives 


Students who successfully complete the course will have obtained: 


• Knowledge of the discipline of political science 


• Knowledge of the application of the scientific method in the context of social science research 


• Knowledge of the main components of quantitative research methods used by political scientist 


• Ability to understand political analysis 


• Understanding of the use of statistical packages such as SPSS and the ability to construct models 


of analysis and interpret results of analysis   


 


Expectations for Student Performance  


1. Course Requirements 


All students are expected to arrive on time.  Cell phones or other communications devices must 


be turned off or silenced while in class.  Students are welcomed and encouraged to contribute to 


class discussions however, off-topic, side conversations are not allowed. Work assignments must 


be completed before class. 


 


2. Required textbooks: The two books are available as a package 


Title: The Essentials of Political Analysis - Edition: 6 


Author: Philip H Pollock III and Barry Edwards 


Publisher: Sage | C.Q. Press 


 


Title: An SPSS Companion to Political Analysis, 6th Edition Package - Edition: 5 


Author: Philip H Pollock III and Barry Edwards 


Publisher: Sage | C.Q. Press 
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3. Examinations and Grading 


Three in-class exams will be given: two during the semester and one final exam. Questions will 


be based on information covered in the textbooks as well as material presented during class 


lectures, presentations, and discussions. Four in-class quizzes will be given at the beginning of 


class on the days scheduled. In addition, you will be given two take-home assignments.  The 


dates for all exams, quizzes, and take-home assignments are listed in the course schedule below. 


 


In the interest of fairness to all students, extra credit work will not be given. If a student misses 


an exam, he or she must provide sufficient justification for doing so (e.g. a documented 


emergency) to qualify for a make-up-exam.  If documentation is not provided a make-up exam 


will not be given. It is the responsibility of the student to contact me (by telephone, voice mail or 


e-mail) before or immediately after the missed exam to discuss the possibility of being given a 


make-up exam.  Students must arrive on time to take exams. No student will be allowed to 


begin an exam once other students have finished and left the exam room.   


 


4. Academic Integrity  


Academic integrity is fundamental to the process of learning and evaluating academic 


performance.  Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated.  Academic dishonesty includes, but is 


not limited to, the following: cheating, plagiarism, tampering with academic records and 


examinations, falsifying identity, and being an accessory to acts of academic dishonesty. For 


clarification of what constitutes academic dishonesty, please consult The Golden Rule, the 


University of Central Florida’s Student Handbook http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/ .  Students are 


Violations of the rules addressing academic integrity stated in The Golden Rule will result in 


documentation of the infraction and a grade of zero for the work in question. Confirmation of 


academic dishonesty an also result in expulsion from the University of Central Florida. 
 


5. Attendance and Withdrawal 


Students are expected to attend all classes and are responsible for withdrawing from the course if 


he or she decides not to complete it.  Students who discontinue attending class, and do not 


withdraw will fail the course. 


 


6. Active Duty Military Students 


Accommodations for active duty military students are available. Please see the instructor to make 


any arrangements.  


 


 


Grading Distribution 


Final grades will be composed as follows: 


Examination 1    20% 


Examination 2    20% 


Take-home assignment 1  10% 


Take-home assignment 2  10% 


Final Examination   20% 


 4 Quizzes (5% each)   20%  


 


 


 



http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/
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Special Needs 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all 


persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students 


who need accommodations must be registered with Student Disability Services, Ferrell 


Commons Room 185, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before 


requesting accommodations from me for the course.  Once Student Disability Services has been 


contacted, I am happy to make any arrangements needed by my students. 


 
Campus Safety Statement 


Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise during class, everyone needs to work together. 


Students should be aware of their surroundings and familiar with some basic safety and security 


concepts.  


 


• In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance. 


• Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall near the door. 


Students should make a note of the guide’s physical location and review the online version at 


http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html. 


• Students should know the evacuation routes from each of their classrooms and have a plan for 


finding safety in case of an emergency. 


• If there is a medical emergency during class, students may need to access a first-aid kit or AED 


(Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those are located, see 


http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/workplacesafety.html (click on link from menu on left). 


• To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text alerts by 


going to ucf.edu and logging in. Click on “Student Self Service” located on the left side of the 


screen in the toolbar, scroll down to the blue “Personal Information” heading on the Student 


Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the information, including e-mail address, cell phone 


number, and cell phone provider, click “Apply” to save the changes, and then click “OK.” 


• Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their instructors 


outside of class. 


• To learn about how to manage an active-shooter situation on campus or elsewhere, consider 


viewing this video. 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 



http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html

http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html

http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/workplacesafety.html

http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/workplacesafety.html

http://my.ucf.edu/

http://my.ucf.edu/

https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk

https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk
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Course Plan 


The following is a schedule of readings, exams, and assignments for the course.  Adjustments 


may be made if necessary such as in cases of inclement weather, which would make travel to 


campus unsafe. Please note that if classes are suspended because of unsafe weather conditions, 


students should still adhere to the dates of readings and assignments listed below unless advised 


to do otherwise. 


 


 


Date Topics Pages 


January 6 Introduction to the course   


8 Chapter 1: The Definition and Measurement of Concepts. 1-24 


10   24-26 


13 Chapter 2: Measuring and Describing Variables 34-49 


15 Chapter 2 (cont.) 49-64 


17 


Quiz 1 Chapter 3: Proposing Explanations, Framing 
Hypotheses, and Making Comparisons                                                                                                                                                                            
First take-home assignment given 72-74 


20 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday – class does not meet  


22 Chapter 3:                                                                                                                                                              82-97 


24 Chapter 4: Research Design 105-120 


27 Chapter 4 120-126 


29 Exam 1     


31 Films: Milgram and Zimbardo experiments    


February 3 Discussion: Milgram and Zimbardo experiments   


5 Chapter 5: Making Controlled Comparisons 134-148 


7  148-160 


10 


Quiz 2 Chapter 6: Foundations of Statistical Inference 
(Population parameters & Sample statistics; Random 
sampling; Standard Error of a Sample Mean)                                                                      167-184 


12  Second take-home assignment given                                                                     184-194 


14 Analysis workshop - t-test   


17 Second take-home assignment due  


19 
 Chapter 7: Tests of Significance and Measures of 
Association 199-215 


21 Analysis workshop - Chi-Square 
 215-
232 


24 Exam 2   
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26 
Chapter 8: Correlation and Linear Regression (correlation)  


239-244 


28 Analysis workshop - correlation   


March 2 Library instruction  


4 Bivariate regression 
 244-
257 


6 Quiz 3   


9-13 Multiple regression 
257 - 
260 


16 Multiple regression - dummy variables 260-263 


18 Multiple regression - interaction effects 263-267 


20 Analysis workshop - multiple regression   


23  Multicollinearity, parsimony, and missing data 267-271 


25 Analysis workshop - multiple regression   


27 Analysis workshop - data sourcing   


30 Chapter 9: Logistic Regression 279-291 


April 1 Quiz 4   


3 Logistic Regression (cont.)   


6 Analysis workshop - Logistic Regression   


8 Maximum Liklihood Estimation 291-297 


10 Analysis workshop    


13 Logistic Regression with Multiple Independent Variables 297-304 


15 Analysis workshop    


17 Analysis workshop   


20 Last day   


 


Final Exam: Wednesday, April 22, 2020, 10 AM – 12:50 PM 
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University of Central Florida 


Political Behavior 


POS 4204 | Section 1 | Spring - 2020 


Monday, Wednesday, Friday, 10:30-11:20 am (3 credit hours) 


Classroom Building 1, Room 0309 


  


Instructor: Dr. Lynne Gleiber 


Telephone: 407-823-6023 


E-Mail: lynne.gleiber@ucf.edu 


Office hours: Monday and Wednesday, 9-9:20 am and by appointment 


Howard Phillips Hall, Room 102 


  


Course Description 


This course will focus on the role of political behavior in American Politics. It will examine 


political behavior in various forms and among specific groups of individual. Students will be 


assigned required readings posted on webcourses and from the required text book which will 


need to be completed before class. Attendance is mandatory. 


  


Course Objectives/Outcomes 


Students who successfully complete the course will have obtained: 


• Knowledge of widely accepted concepts of:  


o American voting behavior 


o Political Socialization 


o The effects of inequality on participation 


o Participation and the Democratization process 


o Social movement as forms of political behavior 


• Knowledge of types of political behavior 


• Knowledge of drivers of political behavior 


  


Course Requirements 


All students are expected to arrive on time.  Cell phones or other communications devices must 


be turned off or silenced and put away while in class.  Students are expected to contribute to 


class discussions. Work assignments must be completed before class. 


  


Required textbook and readings:  


• Textbook: Political Behavior of the American Electorate, Edition 14, William H. 


Flanigan, Nancy H. Zingale, Elizabeth A. Theiss-Morse, and Michael W. Wagner. 


o Available in the bookstore 


o Required for the course 


  


• All other readings: 
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o Posted on webcourses 


o Required for the course 


 


Grading Distribution 


Final grades will be composed as follows: 


Examination 1                                     30% 


Examination 2                                     30% 


Research Design                                 10%     


Final Examination                               30% 


 


Examinations, Research Design assignment, and Grading 


Three in-class exams will be given: two during the semester and one final exam. Questions will 


be based on information covered in the textbook, articles, and book excerpts as well as material 


presented during class lectures, presentations, and discussions. The completion and submission 


of a research design paper is a requirement for the course. Detailed instructions will be discussed 


during the second week of the semester. The dates for all exams and for turning in the research 


design are listed in the course schedule below. 


  


In the interest of fairness to all students, extra credit work will not be given. Make-up exams will 


not be given (with the exception of cases involving documented emergencies).  It is the 


responsibility of the student to contact me (by telephone, voice mail or e-mail) before or 


immediately after the missed exam to inform me that an emergency has occurred.  Students must 


arrive on time to take exams. No student will be allowed to begin an exam once other students 


have finished and left the exam room.  


  


Academic Integrity  


Academic integrity is fundamental to the process of learning and evaluating academic 


performance.  Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated.  Academic dishonesty includes, but is 


not limited to, the following: cheating, plagiarism, tampering with academic records and 


examinations, falsifying identity, and being an accessory to acts of academic dishonesty. For 


clarification of what constitutes academic dishonesty, please consult The Golden Rule, the 


University of Central Florida’s Student Handbook http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/ 


.  Students are Violations of the rules addressing academic integrity stated in The Golden Rule 


will result in documentation of the infraction and a grade of zero for the work in question. 


Confirmation of academic dishonesty an also result in expulsion from the University of Central 


Florida. 


  


Attendance and Withdrawal 


Students are expected to attend all classes and are responsible for withdrawing from the course if 


he or she decides not to complete it.  Students who discontinue attending class, and do not 


withdraw will fail the course. 


 


Active Duty Military Students 


Accommodations for active duty military students are available. Please see the instructor to make 


any arrangements.  



http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/
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Special Needs 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all 


persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students 


who need accommodations must be registered with Student Disability Services, Ferrell 


Commons Room 185, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before 


requesting accommodations from me for the course.  Once Student Disability Services has been 


contacted, I am happy to make any arrangements needed by my students. 


 
Campus Safety Statement 


Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise during class, everyone needs to work together. 


Students should be aware of their surroundings and familiar with some basic safety and security 


concepts.  


 


• In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance. 
• Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall near the door. 


Students should make a note of the guide’s physical location and review the online version at 
http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html. 


• Students should know the evacuation routes from each of their classrooms and have a plan for 
finding safety in case of an emergency. 


• If there is a medical emergency during class, students may need to access a first-aid kit or AED 
(Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those are located, see 
http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/workplacesafety.html (click on link from menu on left). 


• To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text alerts by 
going to ucf.edu and logging in. Click on “Student Self Service” located on the left side of the 
screen in the toolbar, scroll down to the blue “Personal Information” heading on the Student 
Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the information, including e-mail address, cell phone 
number, and cell phone provider, click “Apply” to save the changes, and then click “OK.” 


• Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their instructors 
outside of class. 


• To learn about how to manage an active-shooter situation on campus or elsewhere, consider 


viewing this video. 
 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 



http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html

http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html

http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/workplacesafety.html

http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/workplacesafety.html

http://my.ucf.edu/

http://my.ucf.edu/

https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk

https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk
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Course Plan 


The following is a schedule of readings, exams, and assignments for the course.  Adjustments or 


changes may be made if necessary. Please note that if classes are suspended because of unsafe 


weather conditions, students should still adhere to the dates of readings and assignments listed 


below unless advised to do otherwise. 


 


Date Topics 


January 
6 


Introduction 


8 Part 1: Voting Behavior Theiss-Morse et al. ch. 1 pp. 11-20 


10 Theiss-Morse et al. ch. 1 pp. 20-30 


13 Theiss-Morse et al. ch. 2 pp. 35-52 


15 Theiss-Morse et al. ch. 2 pp. 35-52 


17 Current  events 


20 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday – class does not meet 


22 Theiss-Morse et al. ch. 3 pp. 63-78 


24 Theiss-Morse et al. ch. 3 pp. 63-78 


27 Miller and Shanks (M&S) – Ch. 3 (webcourses) 


29 Miller and Shanks (M&S) – Ch. 3 (webcourses) 


31 Current  events 


February 
3 


Part 2: Socialization and Partisanship: Renshon, Stanley A. 1975, “Personality 
and Family Dynamics in the Political Socialization Process”, American Journal 
of Political Science (AJPS), 19: 63-80. 


5 


Niemi, Richard and M. Kent Jennings 1991, “Issues and Inheritance in the 
Formation of Party Identification.” AJPS, 35: 970-988. 


7 Current  events 


10 Exam 1 


12 
Theiss-Morse et al. ch. 4 pp. 85-121 


14 Current  events 


17 Theiss-Morse et al. ch. 4 pp. 85-121 


19 Part 3: Equality and Public opinion: Verba, Schlozman, and Brady (VS&B) – Ch. 2 


21 Current  events 


24 


Verba et al., 1993 “Citizen Activity: Who Participates? What do they say?” 
American Political Science Review (APSR), 87: 303 – 318 


26 Spiral of Silence, Elizabeth Noelle-Neumann (N) Chs. 1 and 2 


28 Current  events 


March 2 Library instruction 


4 N pp. 114 – 138 and 143 – 151 


6 Exam 2 
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9-13 Spring Break no classes 


16 Theiss-Morse et al. ch. 5 pp. 125-156 


18 


Part 4: Media Influence, Institutional Determinants, and Social Movements: Theiss-
Morse et al. ch. 6 pp. 162-199 


20 Current  events 


23 Theiss-Morse et al. ch. 7 pp. 205-217 


25 Theiss-Morse et al. ch. 7 pp. 217-237 


27 Current  events 


30 Theiss-Morse et al. ch. 8 pp. 245-260 


April 1 Theiss-Morse et al. ch. 8 pp. 260-287 


3 Current  events - PAPER DUE 


6 Angela Davis, Women Race and Class – Ch. 3 


8 Poor People’s Movements: Why They Succeed, How They Fail – Ch. 2 


10 Current  events 


13 Poor People’s Movements: Why They Succeed, How They Fail – Ch. 2 


15 Civil Society and Social Capital: Articles posted to webcourses 


17 Current  events 


20 Last Class 


 


 Final Exam: Monday, April 27, 2020, 10AM – 12:50PM 
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UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL FLORIDA 
Political Theory 3302 


Modern Political Ideologies 
SPRING 2020 


 
 
Dr. Paul A. Labedz     
Telephone: (407) 582-2227    
Email: Paul.Labedz@ucf.edu 
Office hours: TBA    
         
             
      
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
A study of modern ideologies since the French Revolution including (but not limited to) 
liberalism, conservatism, nationalism, fascism and anarchism. 
 
READINGS 
 
The following texts are assigned for this course and are available for purchase at the University 
of Central Florida bookstore.  
 
Baradat, Leon P. Political Ideologies: Their Origins and Impact (Upper Saddle River, NJ: 
Pearson Prentice Hall, 2012) 11th edition. ISBN-10: 0205082386, ISBN-13: 978-0205082384 
 
Festenstein, Matthew and Kenny, Michael, eds., Political Ideologies: A Reader and Guide (New 
York, NY: Oxford University Press, 2005) ISBN-10: 0199248370, ISBN-13: 978-0199248377 
 
 
COURSE ASSIGNMENTS 
 
• Two (2) exams      (50 points each) 
   
• 4-6-page Current Affairs Analysis   (50 points) 


Due in class, 16 APRIL 2020  
 


• Class participation      (10 points) 
 
EXAMINATIONS 
 
Two (2) essay-style examinations will be given throughout the semester. The exams will contain 
comparative essay questions and/or textual analysis questions. The first exam will cover reading 
and lecture material from topics 1-2; the second exam will cover reading and lecture material 
from topics 3-7. Each exam is worth a maximum of 50 points. 
 



mailto:Paul.Labedz@ucf.edu

mailto:Paul.Labedz@ucf.edu





CURRENT AFFAIRS ANALYSIS 
 
Students will select a contemporary issue of political salience and explain how two different 
ideological approaches would analyze and describe this issue. The instructor will provide a list of 
topics that students can use to complete the assignment. Students will be allowed to select an 
alternative topic not found on the list of topics, but this will be contingent upon permission being 
granted by the instructor.  A student’s response must be between 4-6 pages, double-spaced. This 
assignment is worth a maximum of 50 points and is due on the last day that our class meets. 
 
GRADING 


The overall grade for the course will be based on the student’s performance on each of the above 
assignments. The maximum number of points a student can acquire is 160.  


The grading scale is based on the following point distributions: 144-160=A, 128-143=B, 112-
142=C, 96-111=D, 0-95= F.  


Grades will not be based on a curve and will reflect the quality of the work submitted.  


No extra credit opportunities will be available for this course. 


CLASSROOM POLICIES 
 
ATTENDANCE:  
 
Attendance is mandatory. There will be only four EXCUSED absences allowed over the course 
of the semester. Any unexcused absences will result in five points being deducted from your 
final course grade for each absence.  Attendance will be taken at the start of each class period 
and after the break during each class; therefore, it is important that you arrive to class on time. 
Should you happen to arrive late for a particular session, be sure to sign the roster after class so 
that you are not marked as absent from class. 
 
As of Fall 2014, all faculty members are required to document students' academic activity at the 
beginning of each course. In order to document that you began this course, please complete the 
following academic activity by the end of the first week of classes. Failure to do so will result in 
a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid.  
 
The assigned activity for this course requires students to access UCF webcourses and complete 
the assignment labeled “Student Data Sheet.” The completed data sheet must be submitted to the 
instructor via UCF webcourses prior to the deadline of 10 JAN 2020.  
 
MAKE-UP EXAMS: 
 
All students will be expected to take each of the examinations on the scheduled dates. In the 
event that a student has an excused absence on the date of the exams, he/she will have to take a 
make-up examination on a date and at a location selected by the instructor. Failure to take the 
make-up exam on the rescheduled date will result in a score of 0 for the examination. 







 
ACADEMIC HONESTY: 
 
All forms of academic dishonesty are prohibited at the University of Central Florida.  Academic 
dishonesty in any portion of your coursework (such as plagiarism on the paper or cheating on an 
examination) will result, at the very least, in your being assigned a failing grade for the course. If 
you’re uncertain as to what constitutes cheating or plagiarism or if you have any other concerns 
related to academic dishonesty, be sure to discuss the matter with the instructor. “Better safe than 
sorry” is good advice in matters involving academic integrity. 
 
EXPECTED STUDENT CONDUCT: 
 
The University of Central Florida (UCF) is dedicated not only to the advancement of knowledge 
and learning but is concerned with the development of responsible personal and social conduct.  
By enrolling at UCF, a student assumes the responsibility for becoming familiar with and 
abiding by the general rules of conduct.  The primary responsibility for managing the classroom 
environment rests with the faculty.  Students who engage in any prohibited or unlawful acts that 
result in disruption of a class may be directed by the faculty member to leave the class.   
Violation of any classroom or university rules may lead to disciplinary action up to and including 
expulsion from UCF.   Disciplinary action could include being withdrawn from class, disciplinary 
warning, probation, suspension, expulsion, or other appropriate and authorized actions.   
 
COURSE OBJECTIVE & FORMAT: 
 
The purpose of this course is to familiarize students with the variety of political ideologies that 
have arisen in the Western world since the late 17th century. The course will thus be organized 
around this diversity, which is meant to provide students with the tools necessary to understand 
the application of these ideologies, both historically and in the contemporary world. 
 
In general, the class will be conducted as a mixture of lecture and discussion and will provide the 
student with a forum to raise any questions he/she may have concerning the material covered in 
lectures and in the assigned readings. 
 
COURSE OUTLINE 
 
Here is a week-by-week list of topics, examination dates, and associated readings.   
 
DISCLAIMER: The schedule is subject to change if certain topics prove to require more or less 
time. 
 
 
Topic 1: Introduction to Political Ideology: A framework for analysis. 
 
Readings: Baradat (Hereafter: Text): Chapter 1-2; Festenstein & Kenny (Hereafter: Reader): 
pp. 1-13, 17-20, 27-32, 39-44 
 







 
Topic 2: Liberalism 
 
Readings: Text, Chapters 4-6; Reader: pp. 51-65, 72-90, 99-102 
 
 
MID-TERM EXAM:  27 FEB 2020 
 
 
Topic 3: Conservatism 
 
Readings:  Text, 96-99; Reader: pp. 119-131, 150-168, 172-175 
 
 
Topic 4: Socialism 
 
Readings: Text, Chapters: 8-9; Reader: pp. 175-218, 223-229, 233-246  
 
 
Topic 5: Nationalism & Fascism 
 
Readings: Text, Chapters 3 & 10; Reader: pp. 257-265, 271-274, 276-279, 381-390, 394-398 
 
 
Topic 6: Anarchism 
 
Readings: Text, Chapter 7; Reader: pp. 353-369, 375-381 
 
 
Topic 7: Feminism and Environmentalism 
 
Readings:  Text, Chapter 12; Reader: Chapters 6-7 
 
 
FINAL EXAM: THURSDAY, 23 APRIL 2019 from 1-350PM  
 
 
I hope you enjoy the class and feel free to contact me if you have any questions. 
 
SPECIAL RULES: 
 
In accordance with state and federal law, instructors at the University of Central Florida cannot 
release information relating to the academic performance of students to persons other than the 
staff without the student’s written consent. In order for this information to be given out at request 
of a third party, the student must first sign a consent form to release their educational records.  
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COURSE OUTLINE 
 


POT 3302-OW60 
Spring 2020 


Modern Political Ideologies 
Department of Political Science 


College of Sciences, University of Central Florida 
3 credit hours 


  
 
Instructor: Dr. Daniel Marien 
Teaching Assistant: Devyn Escalanti 
 
Office: Phillips Hall, room 302. 
 
Office Hours (for the period from 1/6 to 4/20 only) 
 
Mondays from 10:30 AM until 4:00 PM. 
 
Wednesdays from 10:30 AM until 4:00 PM. 
 
Or make an appointment for a phone conversation via course email. I am available 
for phone conversations all day, every day of the week. Online students who cannot 
come to campus for a face to face consultation during office hours could greatly benefit 
from a phone conversation to discuss any issues they might have. So, do not hesitate to 
reach out in this manner. Skype connections are also possible.  
 
 
I. Course Description  
 


Ideologies are sets of ideas inspiring, guiding, and justifying political behavior, 
social institutions, and government policy. They help make sense of the world 
around us. They guide political action. They structure political identity for some 
people and some organizations, such as political parties. As such, they are 
important and inescapable features of modern politics. 
 
Some ideologies have led to great achievements. Think of the emergence of 
representative governments elected by all citizens -- the result of liberal, socialist 
and feminist pressures. Or again, think of the equalization of gender statuses in 
both law and social practices in response to feminism.  
 
However, ideologies have also moved people to commit terrible deeds in the name 
of dubious abstractions. Think of the systematic killing of European Jews by 
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Nazism in the name of German national redemption and racial purity. Think of the 
cruel internment of millions of so-called “dissidents” in Soviet labor camps in the 
name of building a worker’s paradise. 
 
This course examines the ideas articulated by the ideologies that shaped and are 
shaping global politics in the 20th and 21st century. The course also pays attention 
to the current situation of ideologies in the United States and to their relations to 
political parties.  
 


 
 


II. Course Materials 
 
 
You will need to have ready access to the following: 
 
Terrence Ball, Richard Dagger and Daniel O’Neill 


Political Ideologies and the Democratic Ideal. 
Routledge, 11th edition, ISBN: 9780367235116.  AVOID EARLIER EDITIONS 


 
Other assigned readings will be found in Files under Assigned Readings.  
 
Video documents will also be occasionally assigned. Most will be available online for 
free. Some may require the disbursement of a small fee ($3 or $4). Video assignments 
cannot be projected long in advance since availability for online steaming vary without 
warning to the instructor.  
 
 
 
III. Basic Course Expectations 
 
Students are expected to: (1) always have a working connection to the internet; (2) to 
promptly procure the textbook; (3) to log-on to the course’s website at least twice a 
week via the Home Page. The Home Page is where you will find updates, general 
feedback and other useful information; (4) to take quizzes and submit postings in due 
time in normal circumstances; (5) to engage class participants in a respectful manner 
meeting the ECP standards (see Files, Grading Standards); (6) to respect the rules of 
academic honesty, in particular never to present text not their own as their own wording. 
(7) to submit a Final Essay regardless of the number of course points they have 
accumulated (no one can pass the class without submitting a Final Essay).  
 
 
 
IV. Student Learning Outcomes  
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LO-1: Students will be able to describe with a high degree of accuracy the central 
values, main ideas, and assumptions of the major political ideologies influencing the 
modern political world, namely: liberalism, libertarianism, conservatism, 
Nazism/fascism, communism, social-democracy, green politics, feminism, identity 
politics, and radical Islamic fundamentalism.   
 
LO-2: Students will be able to describe with a high degree of accuracy how the triadic 
model of freedom (agent, obstacle, goal) is variously defined in all the ideologies listed 
above.  
 
LO-3: Student will be able to describe with a high degree of accuracy how all ideologies 
arbitrarily and uncritically fix and reduce what are essentially multidimensional, 
equivocal and contested concepts such as democracy, liberty, equality, and human 
nature.  
 
LO-4: Students will be able to describe with a high degree of accuracy key aspects of 
how Americans relate to ideology, how American political parties relate to ideology and 
what role ideology plays or not in political polarization.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         Continued…. 
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V. Assessment Overview 
 
NOTE: The semester unfolds over 17 weeks. Week 1 starts on Monday 1/6 and ends 
on Monday 1/13. Week 2 starts on Monday 1/13 and ends on Monday 1/20 and so on.  
Assessment Overview 
 
WHAT WHEN POINTS/PURPOSES 
 
 
Before Course  
Perception/Knowledge of 
Ideologies 
 
 


 
 
Friday 1/10: 11:59pm 
Attach file in Dropbox 
Labeled: 
LASTNAME_Before 
 
 


 
 


1 point 
 
To free up your financial 
aid and to prepare the 
ground for the After-
Course reflection on what 
was learned during the 
semester.  
 


 
 
Weekly Quiz Average 
Each quiz is over 40 
points. An average is used 
to compute the final course 
grade.  
 


 
 
From Week 1 to Week 12 
(1/6 to 3/30) 
by Monday evenings 
11:59 P.M. 
(Unless that Monday is a 
UCF holiday, such as 
Labor Day and Vet Day; 
then on the following 
Tuesday.) 
 


 
 


40 points 
 
To measure understanding 
of course material through 
multiple choice questions. 


 
Weekly Discussion Post 
Average  
Each weekly post is over 
25 points. An average is 
used to compute the final 
course grade. 
 
See the Citations in 
Weekly Posts Document in 
Files under Grading 
Standards for details.  
 
 
 


 
From Week 1 to Week 12 
(1/6 to 3/30) 
by Monday evenings 
11:59 P.M. 
(Unless that Monday is a 
UCF holiday, such as 
Labor Day and Vet Day; 
then on the following 
Tuesday.) 
 


 
25 points 


 
To measure understanding 
of course material through 
short essay questions 
(Part A) and to foster 
critical thinking about 
ideological issues (Part B). 
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ECP Posts 
 
Engaging class participants 
with respectful and well 
thought out disagreements 
on their answers to Part B 
Evaluation Question. 
 
Think of ECP posts as mini 
essays preparing you to 
write the Final Essay.  
 
See full description of 
requirements and process 
in ECP Grading Standards 
uploaded in Files. 
 


 
 


Week 3 to Week 14 
Opens 1/20; Closes 4/13. 
 
Clearly marked ECP post.  
Post ECPs in the Weekly 
Discussion Boards. Note  
that ECP post are not the 
same as regular weekly 
posts. ECP posts are in 
addition to regular 
weekly posts. Think of 
them as Part C. 
 
 


 
 


12 points 
 
To foster reflection and 
genuine dialogue among 
students and to develop 
critical thinking on 
ideological issues.  
 
6 points for each ECP 
Original post.  
 
2 points for each ECP  
Rejoinder post. 
 
A combination of ECP 
Originals and ECP 
Rejoinders can earn you 
12 points.  


 
After Course  
Perception/Knowledge of 
Ideologies 
 
 
 
 


 
Monday 4/13: 11:59pm 


Attach file in Dropbox 
Labeled: 
LASTNAME_After 
 


 
2 points 


To foster reflection on 
what was learned during 
the semester.  


 
Final Essay 


1,500 to 2,500 words 
On one of several pre-set 
questions with obligatory 
assigned sources. 
 
 
 


 
Monday 4/20 


at 11:59 PM 
Upload a file in Dropbox 
Labelled: 
LASTNAME_Topic 
 
 


 
20 points 


To foster critical thinking 
on one specific issues by 
arbitrating contrary ideas 
drawn from faculty-
assigned readings.  
 
 


 
 
HOW TO FIGURE YOUR FINAL COURSE GRADE: 
 
The grade totals in the Canvas Grade Book can be terribly misleading. To figure out 
your standing in the course, follow the simple method described below. 
 
Enter your personal scores for these values:   
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Before/After     (your score over     3 points) 
+    Quiz Average   (your score over   40 points) 
+   Weekly Post Average  (your score over   25 points) 
+   ECPs    (your score over   12 points)    
+   Final Essay   (your score over   20 points)  
________________________________________   
=   Total Points Earned  (your score over 100 points) 
 
Then convert that numerical total into a letter grade in accordance with the Grading 
Scale below.  
 
 


Grading Scale (%) 
94-100   A 
90-93   A- 
87-89   B+ 
84-86   B 
80-83   B- 
77-79   C+ 
74-76   C 
70-73   C- 
67-69   D+ 
64-66   D 
60-63   D- 
0 - 59    F 


 
Note that a single weekly quiz and a single weekly post grant only a fraction of a course 
point since there are several such quizzes and posts and their scores are averaged out 
at the end of the semester. By contrast, the After/Before submissions, ECPs and the 
final essay grant full course points. You do not want to miss on those.   
 
 
 
HOW TO FIGURE YOUR COURSE GRADE 
BEFORE THE SEMESTER IS OVER 
 
You cannot predict for certain what course grade you will receive at the end of the 
semester since some assignments are still outstanding at this time. But you may get a 
sense of where you stand by using the formula described above and adapt it to the 
scores that are known at the time you make this calculation. It is all very simple. 
Recalculate a partial denominator from the known scores and compare the known 
scores to that partial denominator. Transform that fraction into a percentage and it will 
give you an idea of “where you stand” in the course so far.   
 
Thus: 
You average out your quiz scores thus far          = XX over  40 
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Then add you average out your Disc Post scores      = YY over  25 
Then you add your BEFORE score                        = AA over    1  
(your AFTER score comes later) 
Your ECP score thus far     = BB over  12 
 
Your score over the partial denominator:    = ZZ over  78 
 
For example: 
Assuming that your known scores add up to 67, then that is 67 (numerator of known 
scores) over 78 (partial denominator), or 67/78. To obtain a percentage: 67 divided by 
78 = 0.8589 or 86% (rounded).   
 
Of course, it is not entirely legitimate to project from there that you will necessarily 
receive 86% (B) as the final course grade since scores for some assignments are still 
outstanding. You may get strong scores in the remaining assignments and cross over in 
A territory. Or you may do a poor job on these assignments and drop in C territory. Still, 
this simple calculation can give you an idea of where you stand in the class at any given 
moment before the semester ends.  
 
 
VI. Course Prerequisites 
 
Course prerequisites include an open mind and a readiness to reflect on the subject 
matter.  There are no prerequisites in the sense of having completed specific previous 
courses beyond English Composition.  
 
VII.  Course Credits 
         3 credits 
 
 
VIII.  Course Schedule 
 
Always check the Home Page for updates, general feedback and other useful 
information. Changes are not likely, but, if they occur, they will be limited. 
Nevertheless, not paying attention to announced changes might hurt your grade.  
 
The Weekly Discussion Board updates the Course Outline: in case of a 
discrepancy between the Course Outline and the Discussion Board of the week, 
the Board is correct.  
 
 
  
Week 1, Monday 1/6 to Monday 1/13:  What is an Ideology? 
 
DEADLINE for Financial Aid: Turn in your BEFORE course submission before Friday 
1/6 at 11:59 PM. Upload a Word file labelled with your last name, ex.: NAME_Before. 
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DEADLINE for Quiz and Discussion Post are due on Monday 1/13 at 11:59 PM.  
However, and exceptionally, quiz and regular discussion post for 
Week 1 will be accepted until Monday 1/20  (end of Week 2) to accommodate students 
delayed in procuring the textbook. Webcourses will mark this as “late submission,” but 
pay no attention to this. It is of no consequence.  
 
 
Read the Course Outline to familiarize yourself with the course structure.  
 
Read Ball et al., chapter 1 
 
Video documents and/or Instructor’s Remarks will occasionally be assigned on 
any given week. Follow the instructions given in the Weekly Discussion Board. 
Video assignments cannot be know for sure a long time in advance since 
availability vary without warming to the instructor.  
 
 
 
Week 2, Monday 1/13 to Monday 1/20:  Ideologies and the Democratic Ideal 


• DEADLINE: Monday 1/20 at 11:59 PM for quiz and regular discussion 
posts.  


• Read Ball et al., chapter 2 
 
 
Week 3, Monday 1/20 to Monday 1/27:  Liberalism 
 


• DEADLINE: Monday 9/27 at 11:59 PM for quiz and regular discussion 
posts.  


• Read Ball et al., chapter 3 Liberalism 
 


• The ECP assignment opens this week. You have until TBA to earn 12 course 
points under this assignment. Note that ECP posts are in addition to regular 
weekly posts. Discussion Boards from past weeks remain open for the 
purpose of posting ECP submissions. Thus, you can reach in past weeks to 
engage a classmate on her/his answer to a PART B Evaluation question. See 
ECP Grading Standards in Files for full details.  


 
 
Week 4, Monday 1/27 to Monday 2/3: Conservatism   
 


• DEADLINE: Monday 2/3 at 11:59 PM for quiz and regular discussion 
posts.  


• Read Ball et al., chapter 4 Conservatism 
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Week 5, Monday 2/3 to Monday 2/10:  Identity Politics 
 


• DEADLINE: Monday 2/10 at 11:59 PM for quiz and regular discussion 
posts.  


• Read Ball and Dagger, chapter 8 
 
 
Week 6, Monday 2/10 to Monday 2/17: The People, Political Polarization and 
Ideology 
 


• DEADLINE: Monday 2/17 at 11:59 PM for quiz and regular discussion 
posts.  


 
• Read: Kinder and Kalmoe, Neither Liberal nor Conservative: Ideological 


Innocence in the American Public, University of Chicago Press, 2017.  
Selected excerpts in Files under Assigned Readings.  


• Read: Grossman and Hopkins, “Ideological Republicans and Interest Group 
Democrats: The Asymmetry of American Party Politics.” Perspectives on 
Politics, March 2015. Available in Files under Assigned Readings.  


 
 
Week 7, Monday 2/7 to Monday 2/24: Socialism I 
 


• DEADLINE: Monday 2/24 at 11:59 PM for quiz and regular discussion 
posts.  


• Read Ball et al. chapter 5 
 
 
Week 8, Monday 2/24 to Monday 3/2: Socialism II 
 


• DEADLINE: Monday 3/2 at 11:59 PM for quiz and regular discussion 
posts.  


• Read Ball et al. chapter 6.  
 
Week 9, Monday 3/2 to Monday 3/9: Fascism 
 


• DEADLINE: Monday 3/9 at 11:59 PM for quiz and regular discussion 
posts.  


• Read Ball et al. chapter 7.  
 
Week 10, SPRING BREAK 
 
Week 11, Monday 3/16 to Monday 3/23: Green Politics: Ecology as Ideology 
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• DEADLINE: Monday 3/23 at 11:59 PM for quiz and regular discussion 
posts.  


• Read Ball et al. chapter 9.  
 
 
Week 12, Monday 3/23 to Monday 3/30: Radical Islamism 
 


• DEADLINE: Quiz and regular discussion posts are therefore due on 
Monday 3/30.  


• Read Ball et al. chapter 10.  
 
 
 
Weeks 13 to 15, Monday 3/30 to Monday 4/20: ECP, Final Essay, and After Course 
Due.  
 
 


• ECP ASSIGNMENT due Monday 4/13.  
 


• AFTER COURSE due Monday 4/13. 
 


• FINAL ESSAY DEADLINE: Monday 4/20 at 11:59 PM. 
• Select one of the several pre-set questions for essay writing.  
• In writing your essay, you must use the 


materials assigned by the instructor for that 
question.  Other requirements also apply. See the Final Essay Grading 
Standards in File, under Grading Standards.  


• Use the Ask Your Professor Discussion Board to: 
o clarify any issues related to the essay; 
o test your ideas about the question by introducing portions of your draft 


essay and requesting comment;  
o monitor what your class mates working on the same questions are 


thinking/writing about the issues. 
o The AYP Discussion Board is a great place to obtain risk free feedback 


before submitting your essay. Neglect it at your own risk and peril.  
 


 
 
IX. Policy Statements 
 
Make-up Exams and Assignments 
Per university policy, you are allowed to submit make-up work (or an equivalent, 
alternate assignment) for university-sponsored events, religious observances, or legal 
obligations (such as jury duty). If this participation conflicts with your course 
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assignments, I will offer a reasonable opportunity for you to complete missed 
assignments and/or exams. The make-up assignment and grading scale will be 
equivalent to the missed assignment and its grading scale. Please contact me ahead of 
time to notify me of upcoming needs. 
 
Can’t make the deadline for other reasons than those listed above? Contact the 
instructor with an explanation and a request for a specific deadline extension.  
 
Note that my flexibility on deadline vanishes with the approach of the end of the 
semester.  
 
 
Academic Integrity 
Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of Conduct. According to 
Section 1, "Academic Misconduct," students are prohibited from engaging in: 


• Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, 
information or study aids in any academic exercise unless specifically authorized 
by the instructor of record. The unauthorized possession of examination or 
course-related material also constitutes cheating. 


• Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral means: The 
presentation of material which has not been studied or learned, but rather was 
obtained through someone else’s efforts and used as part of an examination, 
course assignment, or project. 


• Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to another 
person, student, and/or uploading course material to a third-party vendor without 
authorization or without the express written permission of the university and the 
instructor. Course materials include but are not limited to class notes, Instructor’s 
PowerPoints, course syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, instruction sheets, homework, 
study guides, handouts, etc. 


• Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work. 
• Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the 


source, thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the 
student’s own. 


• Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than 
once without the express written permission of the instructor. 


• Helping another violate academic behavior standards. 
• Marien’s addition to UCF policy: the listing of works cited but not materially 


used in a post or essay also constitutes a breach of academic honesty. It 
misrepresents the depth of research done.  


 
For more information about Academic Integrity, students may consult The Center for 
Academic Integrity. 
For more information about plagiarism and misuse of sources, see “Defining and 
Avoiding Plagiarism: The WPA Statement on Best Practices”. 
Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating 



http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/process/roc

http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/process/roc

http://www.academicintegrity.org/icai/assets/FVProject.pdf

http://www.academicintegrity.org/icai/assets/FVProject.pdf

http://www.academicintegrity.org/icai/assets/FVProject.pdf

http://www.academicintegrity.org/icai/assets/FVProject.pdf

http://wpacouncil.org/node/9

http://wpacouncil.org/node/9

http://wpacouncil.org/node/9

http://wpacouncil.org/node/9
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Students should also familiarize themselves with the procedures for academic 
misconduct in UCF’s student handbook, The Golden Rule. UCF faculty members have 
a responsibility for students’ education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to 
prevent unethical behavior and when necessary respond to academic misconduct. 
Penalties can include a failing grade in an assignment or in the course, suspension or 
expulsion from the university, and/or a "Z Designation" on a student’s official transcript 
indicating academic dishonesty, where the final grade for this course will be preceded 
by the letter Z. For more information about the Z Designation, see 
http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade. 
 
Turinitin.com:  
In this course the instructor may utilize turnitin.com, an automated system which 
instructors can use to quickly and easily compare each student's assignment with 
billions of web sites, as well as an enormous database of student papers that grows 
with each submission. The instructor submits your texts to Turnitin at his discretion. 
Student found guilty of plagiarism will receive a failing grade for the entire course and 
may incur additional penalties.  
 
In particular, weekly postings must be original. To ensure originality, students are 
not able to view classmates’ posts before they have themselves posted in the 
Discussion Board. Students are also not able to edit their postings after having posted it 
in the Discussion Board. It is strongly recommended that you compose your post in 
a word processing file, review it there for content and style and only then paste 
the final product in the Discussion Board. 
 
Quizzes are individual exercises with open access to the materials but limited time to 
answer the questions.  
 
Course Accessibility Statement 
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all 
persons with disabilities. Students with disabilities who need disability-related access in 
this course should contact the professor as soon as possible. Students should also 
connect with Student Accessibility Services (Ferrell Commons 185, sas@ucf.edu, 
phone (407) 823-2371). Through Student Accessibility Services, a Course Accessibility 
Letter may be created and sent to professors, which informs faculty of potential access 
and accommodations that might be reasonable. Determining reasonable access and 
accommodations requires consideration of the course design, course learning 
objectives and the individual academic and course barriers experienced by the student. 
 
Campus Safety Statement 
Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise in our class, everyone needs 
to work together. Students should be aware of the surroundings and familiar with some 
basic safety and security concepts. 


• In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance. 



http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/docs/goldenrule.pdf

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade

http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

mailto:sas@ucf.edu

mailto:sas@ucf.edu
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• Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall 
near the door. Please make a note of the guide’s physical location and consider 
reviewing the online version at http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html.  


• Students should know the evacuation routes from each of their classrooms and 
have a plan for finding safety in case of an emergency. 


• If there is a medical emergency during class, we may need to access a first aid 
kit or AED (Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those items are 
located in this building, see http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/workplacesafety.html (click on 
link from menu on left).  


• To stay informed about emergency situations, sign up to receive UCF text alerts 
by going to my.ucf.edu and logging in. Click on "Student Self Service" located on 
the left side of the screen in the tool bar, scroll down to the blue "Personal 
Information" heading on your Student Center screen, click on "UCF Alert," fill out 
the information, including your e-mail address, cell phone number, and cell 
phone provider, click "Apply" to save the changes, and then click "OK." 


• Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with 
their instructors outside of class. 


• To learn about how to manage an active-shooter situation on campus or 
elsewhere, consider viewing this video. You CAN Survive an Active Shooter 


 
Deployed Active Duty Military Students 
If you are a deployed active duty military student and feel that you may need a special 
accommodation due to that unique status, please contact your instructor to discuss your 
circumstances. 
 
Copyright 
This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, 
images, text materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use 
doctrine in order to enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, 
download or distribute these items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for 
this online classroom environment and your use only. All copyright materials are 
credited to the copyright holder. 
 
Third-Party Software and FERPA 
During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or 
software applications sometimes called third-party software such as a blog or wiki. 
While some of these could be required assignments, you need not make any personally 
identifying information on a public site. Do not post or provide any private information 
about yourself or your classmates. Where appropriate you may use a pseudonym or 
nickname. Some written assignments posted publicly may require personal 
reflection/comments, but the assignments will not require you to disclose any personally 
identity-sensitive information. If you have any concerns about this, please contact your 
instructor.   
 



http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html

http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/workplacesafety.html

http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/workplacesafety.html

http://my.ucf.edu/

http://my.ucf.edu/

https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk

https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk
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Spring 2020 
 


POT 4003: Political Theory 
 
 


Instructor: Debidatta Aurobinda Mahapatra 
Class Meetings: Monday, 6 PM-8:50 PM, Room no. NSC O110 
Credit hours: 3 
Office Hours: HPH Room no. 102 (Monday 5 PM to 6 PM or by appointment)  
Instructor E-mail: Debidatta.Mahapatra@ucf.edu  
 
UCF Catalogue Description  
Political Theory: Prerequisite(s): None. Corequisite(s): None. Prerequisite(s) or Corequisite(s): 
ENC 1102. Examination of various normative approaches to the study of political science, 
stressing contemporary developments in the field. 
 
Course Objectives 
1. Students will have an understanding of political theory and concepts such as state, 
sovereignty, authority, liberty, equality, property and justice.  
2. Students will be able to link the concepts with debates on freedom, equality, property rights, 
diversity and inclusion, gender and other contemporary issues.  
3. Students will be able to position them in a debate in political theory. 
4. Students will improve their writing, communication and research skills. 
 
Course Design  
This course is a combination of academic activities involving lectures, discussion, directed 
readings, papers, group projects, occasional audiovisuals, and informal discussion. Each activity 
serves a purpose, be it information transmission and retention, promoting rigorous analysis, or 
encouraging the development of new ideas. Failing to engage will adversely impact your grade. 
For this reason, pre-class preparation is essential for this course. Students are expected to have 
read the assigned material prior to the class, and be prepared to discuss the same in the class. All 
the material may not be addressed in lectures and class discussion and lectures may go beyond 
the readings. You are responsible to engage in both and in case of doubts raise questions.  
 
Assignments 
Class Attendance – 5 % 
Class Preparation and Participation – 5% 
Quizzes – 10%  
Short essays – 15%  
Critical Thinking Paper – 15% 
Mid-Term Exam – 25 % 
Final Exam – 25% 
Total – 100% 
 
Class Attendance, and Preparation and Participation: 10%  
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Your active participation in the class is necessary if this class is to be a successful learning 
experience. This means you must come in prepared - having read the assignments and then 
actively participate in class discussion, making evident that you have read and thought about the 
issues at hand.  
 
Students are encouraged to attend every class and participate in class discussion. Missing one 
class will result in missing almost 10% of the instruction. Unless there is an emergency and the 
instructor is duly informed, students are required to attend every class. Students must inform in 
advance if they are going to miss a class. Missing three classes will result in a lower letter grade.  
 
Quizzes: 10% 
In total, there will be 10 quizzes. There will be no quiz in the first and last weeks, in the week of 
the presentation, in the weeks of the midterm and final exams, and during the holidays. You will 
have the option to skip one quiz without affecting your grade. I will drop the lowest quiz grade if 
you do not skip one. The quiz questions will be based on the reading material and class 
discussion. For example, the quiz on the class of January 13 will be based on the reading 
material for that class and discussion that day.  
 
You will need a pink Scantron sheet and pencil for the quiz. You will use the same Scantron 
sheet for all the quizzes (for example the first quiz will be from 1 to 10, the second from 11 to 
20, and so on). You can use your class notes for the quiz, but no books or electronic items. 
 
Short essays (150-200 words. The word limit has to be followed strictly): 15% 
There will be 10 short essays. There will be no essay in the first and last weeks, in the week of 
the presentation, in the weeks of the midterm and final exams, and during the holidays. You will 
have the option to skip one short essay. I will drop the lowest essay grade if you do not skip one. 
You will post your essays on the discussion forum in the Canvas. You are also required to make 
at least one comment per week on another student’s essay on this forum. The short essays and 
comments are due by Saturday. For example, you should post your essay and comments on the 
class discussion of January 13 by January 18. The essay must connect the reading material and 
class discussion in a meaningful way.  Students who miss three exercises (out of 10) will receive 
a lower letter grade. Students who miss more than five such exercises will receive a grade further 
below the lower letter grade.  
 
The class will be divided into groups, with four students in each group. Each group will study 
essays and comments of one week and present a report in the next class. The report will focus on 
common trends in the essays and comments, any ideas that are out of box and creative, and any 
connection of essays and comments with contemporary debates or events. 
 
The quizzes and essay questions will be provided in the class and uploaded on the Canvas.  
It is your responsibility to check your internet connection and Canvas to ensure that you submit 
essays before deadline. There will be no late acceptance of essays.  
 
The accumulated knowledge from working on the quizzes and short essays will be helpful in 
writing the critical thinking paper and the mid-term and final exams. 
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Mid-Term Examination: 25%, March 2  
The mid-term examination will consist of 25 quiz questions and three short essay type questions 
(150-200 words each). All these questions will be based on reading material and class discussion. 
You will bring a pink Scantron sheet for the quizzes and a blue book for essays. Out of 25 quiz 
questions, 15 questions will be from the quizzes you have already done in the class, and the 
remaining 10 questions will be from chapters and class discussion not covered in earlier quizzes. 
For quiz and essay type questions, students will be allowed to bring five index card notes (3in. x 
5in.) to the class (no electronic items or typed material). In the essays, I am interested to see the 
analytical skills of students, how they offer their perspectives on a particular situation – not 
quotations from books or articles.  
 
Critical Thinking Paper: 15%, Presentation – March 30, Paper – April 13 
The class will be divided into groups. Each group will examine one case study, but group 
members will write their papers separately. Each group will make a presentation in the class. 
They will present the case, its various dimensions and linkage to human rights concepts. They 
will incorporate the feedback from the class into the paper. The goal of the presentation is to 
improve your paper. 
 
Each student will have to write a paper (10 pages double-spaced, 2000 words, Times New 
Roman 12 font).  You will engage in group discussion and exchange drafts of your paper within 
the group. While examining the case and applying the theories as discussed in the class, you 
must bring your perspective in analyzing the case.  
 
While citing a source for the critical thinking paper, students will use Chicago Manual of Style, 
16th edition, author-date system. The details are available at 
https://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide/citation-guide-2.html  
If you are not familiar with the Chicago Manual of Style, you can use other styles like MLA or 
APA, but you must be consistent throughout the paper while using that style.  
 
Further details will be discussed in the class. 
 
You have to submit the hard copy of the critical thinking paper by class time on April 13. You 
also have to upload a copy of the paper on the Canvas by that time. For every 24 hours that pass 
thereafter, 5% of the credit from this assignment will be lost. 
 
Final Examination: 25%, April 27, 7 PM – 9:50 PM  
The final examination will consist of 25 quiz questions and three short essay type questions 
(150-200 words each). All these questions will be based on reading material and class discussion. 
You will bring a pink Scantron sheet for the quizzes and blue book for essays. Out of 25 quiz 
questions, 15 questions will be from the quizzes students have already done in the class after the 
midterm exam, and the remaining 10 questions will be from chapters and class discussion not 
covered in earlier quizzes after the midterm exam. For quiz and essay type questions, students 
will be allowed to bring five index card notes (3in. x 5in.) to the class (no electronic items or 
typed material). In the essays, I am interested to see the analytical skills of students, how they 
offer their perspectives on a particular situation – not quotations from books or articles.  
 



https://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide/citation-guide-2.html

https://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide/citation-guide-2.html
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Extra Credits: 2%  
As part of the extra credit, I will offer credits for attendance of events (at least two) offered 
during the semester on campus or outside. You must show proof of your participation. You will 
be required to submit a one page summary (12 point font, double spaced) on your activities and 
their significance for your learning.  
 
Make-Up Assignments for Authorized University Events or Co-curricular Activities 
Students who represent the university in an authorized event or activity (for example, student-
athletes) and who are unable to meet a course deadline due to a conflict with that event must 
provide the instructor with documentation in advance to arrange a make-up. No penalty will 
be applied. For more information, see the UCF policy at <http://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-
401.1MakeupAssignmentsForAuthorizedUniversityEventsOrCocurricularActivities.pdf> 
 
In case of medical emergencies, make-up exams can be arranged. Proper documentation must 
be provided in such cases. There will be no make-up in other cases.  
 
Grades  
The grade scale I use is below.  
 
100>g≥94: A 89>g≥88: B+ 79>g≥78: C+ 69>g≥68: D+ 59>g≥0: F 
93>g≥ 90: A- 87>g≥ 84: B 77>g≥ 74: C 67>g≥64: D  
 83>g≥ 80: B- 73>g≥ 70: C- 63>g≥60: D-  


 
Academic Integrity 
Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of Conduct at 
<http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/process/roc>. According to Section 1, “Academic Misconduct,” 
students are prohibited from engaging in 
1. Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, 
information or study aids in any academic exercise unless specifically authorized by the 
instructor of record. The unauthorized possession of examination or course-related material 
also constitutes cheating. 


2. Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral means: The 
presentation of material which has not been studied or learned, but rather was obtained 
through someone else’s efforts and used as part of an examination, course assignment, or 
project. 


3. Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to another person, 
student, and/or uploading course material to a third-party vendor without authorization or 
without the express written permission of the university and the instructor. Course materials 
include but are not limited to class notes, Instructor’s PowerPoints, course syllabi, tests, 
quizzes, labs, instruction sheets, homework, study guides, handouts, etc. 


4. Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work. 
5. Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the 
source, thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s own. 



http://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-401.1MakeupAssignmentsForAuthorizedUniversityEventsOrCocurricularActivities.pdf

http://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-401.1MakeupAssignmentsForAuthorizedUniversityEventsOrCocurricularActivities.pdf

http://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-401.1MakeupAssignmentsForAuthorizedUniversityEventsOrCocurricularActivities.pdf

http://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-401.1MakeupAssignmentsForAuthorizedUniversityEventsOrCocurricularActivities.pdf

http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/process/roc

http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/process/roc
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6. Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than once 
without the express written permission of the instructor. 


7. Helping another violate academic behavior standards. 
For more information about Academic Integrity, consult the International Center for 
Academic Integrity <http://academicintegrity.org>. 
For more information about plagiarism and misuse of sources, see “Defining and Avoiding 
Plagiarism: The WPA Statement on Best Practices” <http://wpacouncil.org/node/9>. 
 
Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating 
Students should also familiarize themselves with the procedures for academic misconduct in 
UCF’s student handbook, The Golden 
Rule <http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/docs/goldenrule.pdf>.  UCF faculty members have a 
responsibility for students’ education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to prevent 
unethical behavior and when necessary respond to academic misconduct. Penalties can 
include a failing grade in an assignment or in the course, suspension or expulsion from the 
university, and/or a “Z Designation” on a student’s official transcript indicating academic 
dishonesty, where the final grade for this course will be preceded by the letter Z. For more 
information about the Z Designation, see <http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade>.   
 
Course Accessibility Statement 
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all 
persons with disabilities. Students with disabilities who need disability-related access in this 
course should contact the professor as soon as possible. Students should also connect with 
Student Accessibility Services (SAS) <http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/> (Ferrell Commons 
185, sas@ucf.edu, phone 407-823-2371). Through Student Accessibility Services, a Course 
Accessibility Letter may be created and sent to professors, which informs faculty of potential 
access and accommodations that might be reasonable. Determining reasonable access and 
accommodations requires consideration of the course design, course learning objectives and 
the individual academic and course barriers experienced by the student. 
 
Campus Safety Statement 
Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise during class, everyone needs to work 
together. Students should be aware of their surroundings and familiar with some basic safety 
and security concepts. 


• In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance. 
• Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall near the door. 


Students should make a note of the guide’s physical location and review the online version at 
<http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html>. 


• Students should know the evacuation routes from each of their classrooms and have a plan 
for finding safety in case of an emergency. 


• If there is a medical emergency during class, students may need to access a first-aid kit or 
AED (Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those are located, see 
<http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/AEDlocations-UCF> (click on link from menu on left). 


• To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text alerts 
by going to <https://my.ucf.edu> and logging in. Click on “Student Self Service” located on 



http://academicintegrity.org/

http://academicintegrity.org/

http://wpacouncil.org/node/9

http://wpacouncil.org/node/9

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/docs/goldenrule.pdf

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/docs/goldenrule.pdf

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade

http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

mailto:sas@ucf.edu

mailto:sas@ucf.edu

http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html

http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html

http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/AEDlocations-UCF

http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/AEDlocations-UCF

https://my.ucf.edu/

https://my.ucf.edu/





6 
 


the left side of the screen in the toolbar, scroll down to the blue “Personal Information” 
heading on the Student Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the information, 
including e-mail address, cell phone number, and cell phone provider, click “Apply” to save 
the changes, and then click “OK.” 


• Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their 
instructors outside of class. 


• To learn about how to manage an active-shooter situation on campus or elsewhere, consider 
viewing this video (<https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk>). 


 
Make-Up Assignments for Authorized University Events or Co-curricular Activities 
Students who represent the university in an authorized event or activity (for example, student-
athletes) and who are unable to meet a course deadline due to a conflict with that event must 
provide the instructor with documentation in advance to arrange a make-up. No penalty will 
be applied. For more information, see the UCF policy at <http://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-
401.1MakeupAssignmentsForAuthorizedUniversityEventsOrCocurricularActivities.pdf> 
 
In other cases, except medical emergencies, there will be no make-up assignments. For medical 
emergency cases, I will need documentary evidence. 
 
Accessibility  
The University of Central Florida considers the diversity of its students, faculty, and staff to be a 
strength and critical to its educational mission. UCF expects every member of the university 
community to contribute to an inclusive and respectful culture for all in its classrooms, work 
environments, and at campus events. Dimensions of diversity can include sex, race, age, national 
origin, ethnicity, gender identity and expression, intellectual and physical ability, sexual 
orientation, income, faith and non-faith perspectives, socio-economic class, political ideology, 
education, primary language, family status, military experience, political beliefs, cognitive style, 
and communication style. The individual intersection of these experiences and characteristics 
must be valued in our community.  
 
Title IX prohibits sex discrimination, including sexual misconduct, sexual violence, sexual 
harassment, and retaliation. If you or someone you know has been harassed or assaulted, you can 
find resources available to support the victim, including confidential resources and information 
concerning reporting options at https://letsbeclear.ucf.edu/ 
If there are aspects of the design, instruction, and/or experiences within this course that result in 
barriers to your inclusion or accurate assessment of achievement, please notify the instructor as 
soon as possible and/or contact Student Accessibility Services. Disability Accommodation – 
Student Accessibility Services - http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/ & sas@ucf.edu  
 
University Writing Center  
Colbourn 105  
407-823-2197  
http://uwc.ucf.edu/  
The University Writing Center (UWC) offers writing support to UCF students from first-year to 
graduate in every discipline. Trained peer consultants provide help at every stage of the writing 
process, including understanding assignments, researching, drafting, revising, incorporating 
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sources, and learning to proofread and edit. The UWC’s purpose is not merely to fix papers or to 
make better writers, but to teach writers strategies to navigate complex situations for writing, 
both in and outside the University. Consultations are available for individuals and small groups. 
To make the best use of the UWC, visit far enough before your due date to allow yourself time to 
revise after your consultation, browse the writing resources on our website, and arrange a regular 
weekly appointment if you’d like long-term help. You may schedule a 45-minute appointment by 
phone or by using the TutorTrac scheduler on our website; walk-in consultations are also 
available. In addition, the UWC seeks graduate and undergraduate tutors from all majors; contact 
the UWC to learn more about peer writing consulting and ENC 4275/5276: Theory & Practice of 
Tutoring Writing, our three-credit tutor-education course. 
 
Religious Observances 
Students must notify their instructor in advance if they intend to miss class for a religious 
observance. For more information, see the UCF policy at 
<http://regulations.ucf.edu/chapter5/documents/5.020ReligiousObservancesFINALOct17.pdf
>. 
 
Deployed Active Duty Military Students 
Students who are deployed active duty military and/or National Guard personnel and require 
accommodation should contact their instructors as soon as possible after the semester begins 
and/or after they receive notification of deployment to make related arrangements. 
 
Changes to the Syllabus 
In the event that there is a need for any changes to the syllabus, an e-mail will be sent to all 
students through Canvas. Changes become effective immediately after their mention in the class, 
or the sending of the e-mail, whichever comes last.  
 
Cancellation of Class  
In the event that the instructor needs to cancel class, an e-mail will be sent to all students prior to 
class time.  
 
Readings  
You should purchase Andrew Heywood’s book Political Theory (Palgrave 2015, fourth edition). 
It is available in the bookstore and from a variety of online vendors. I will provide additional 
material from time to time. 
 
Course Schedule 
  
Key dates  
January 20, Martin Luther King Jr. Day -– No class 
March 2, 6:00 PM to 8 PM – Midterm Examination 
March 9 - March 14 – Spring Break  
March 9 – No class, Spring Break 
March 30 – Presentation  
April 13 – Critical thinking paper submission deadline  
April 27, 7:00 PM – 9:50 PM – Final examination  
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January 6  
Introduction, and syllabus discussion 
 
January 13 
What is political theory? 
Political Theory, Chapter 1. 
G. H. Sabine. 1939. “What is a Political Theory?” The Journal of Politics 1(1): 1-16. 
 
January 20 
No class, Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
 
January 27 
Human nature, the individual and society 
Political Theory, Chapter 2. 
Herbert A. Deane. 1973. “Classical and Christian Political Thought.” Political Theory 1 (4): 415-
425.  
“Hobbes’s Leviathan,” http://www.philosophypages.com/hy/3x.htm 
James O. Hancey. 1976. “John Locke and the Law of Nature.” Political Theory 4 (4): 439-454. 
Cristian Violatti, “Kautilya,” https://www.ancient.eu/Kautilya/ 
 
February 3 
Politics, government and the state 
Political Theory, Chapter 3. 
Maurizio Viroli. 1992. “The Revolution in the Concept of Politics.” Political Theory 20 (3): 473-
495. 
Leslie F. Goldstein. 2001. “Aristotle’s Theory of Revolution: Looking at the Lockean Side.” 
Political Research Quarterly 54: 311-331. 
Plato’s Republic, Book II, https://www.gutenberg.org/files/1497/1497-h/1497-h.htm 
Aristotle. 1999. Politics (Kitchener: Batoche Books), 3-6. 
Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy, “Confucius”, https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/confucius/ 
 
February 10 
Sovereignty, the nation and transnationalism 
Political Theory, Chapter 4. 
Susan Moller Okin. 1982. “‘The Soveraign and His Counsellours’: Hobbes’s Reevaluation of 
Parliament.” Political Theory 10 (1): 49-75. 
Joshua Miller. 1988. “The Ghostly Body Politic: The Federalist Papers and Popular 
Sovereignty.” Political Theory 16 (1): 99-119. 
 
February 17 
Democracy, representation and the public interest 
Political Theory, Chapter 6. 
Robert Dawidoff. 1993. “The Jeffersonian Option.” Political Theory 21 (3): 434-452. 
Roger Boesche. 1983. “Why Could Tocqueville Predict so Well?” Political Theory 11 (1): 79-
103. 
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Thomas Pantham. 1983. “Thinking with Mahatma Gandhi: Beyond Liberal Democracy.” 
Political Theory 11 (2): 165-188. 
 
February 24 
Law, order and justice 
Political Theory, Chapter 7. 
Russell Keat and David Miller. 1974. “Understanding Justice.” Political Theory 2 (1): 3-31. 
Shmuel Harlap. 1979. “Thrasymachus's Justice.” Political Theory 7 (3): 347-370. 
 
March 2, 6 PM – 8 PM 
Mid-term examination 
 
March 9 
No class, Spring Break 
 
March 16 
Rights, obligations and citizenship  
Political Theory, Chapter 8. 
Joseph H. Carens. 1986. “Rights and Duties in an Egalitarian Society.” Political Theory 14 (1): 
31-49. 
 
March 23 
Freedom, toleration and identity 
Political Theory, Chapter 9. 
Gary Frank Reed. 1980. “Berlin and the Division of Liberty.” Political Theory 8 (3): 365-380. 
Stephen G. Salkever. 1977. “Freedom, Participation, and Happiness.” Political Theory 5 (3): 
391-413. 
 
March 30 
Group Presentation 
 
April 6 
Equality, social justice and welfare  
Political Theory, Chapter 10. 
John Rawls .1971. A Theory of Justice (Cambridge: The Belknap Press of Harvard University 
Press), 207-221. 
Michael B. Levy. 1983. “Liberal Equality and Inherited Wealth.” Political Theory 11 (4): 545-
564. 
 
April 13, Critical Thinking Paper due 
Property, the market and planning 
Political Theory, Chapter 11. 
Alan Coddington. 1976. “Utilitarianism Today.” Political Theory 4 (2): 213-226. 
Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy, “Robert Nozick: Political Philosophy”, 
https://www.iep.utm.edu/noz-poli/ 
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April 20 
Review of the Course 
 
April 27, 7 PM – 9:50 PM  
Final Examination 
 
 
Online Resources 
https://plato.stanford.edu/index.html 
http://people.brandeis.edu/~teuber/polphil.html 
https://libguides.usc.edu/c.php?g=234937&p=6621145 
https://guides.library.harvard.edu/gov/theory 
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Instructor Contact: 


Instructor  


Dr. Terri Susan Fine 


Professor of Political Science 


Associate Director, Lou Frey Institute of Politics and Government 


Office  


Main office:  Political science department (Phillips Hall 302K)  


Second office:  Lou Frey Institute (Orlando Tech Center, 12443 Research Parkway, 400 


Building, Suite 406) 


Office 


Hours  


Tuesday, 9:30am-11:45am and 1:15pm-3pm 


Also available by appointment at two locations:  PH 302K and Lou Frey Institute (UCF 


Research Park), or by telephone or SKYPE 


 


Appointments are readily available and flexible—feel free to meet with me as the need 


arises.    


Phone  
407-823-2081 (Political Science Department) 


407-823-3636 (Lou Frey Institute) 


Course mail 
Available through the “inbox” function on the course home page upper right. Contacting me 


through the course insures no SPAM and faster responses.   


Personal e-mail 


terri.fine@ucf.edu 


 


Note: E-mail to this personal account is to be used for emergencies only (i.e. if you have no 


Internet access);  


 


All regular communication must go through the course “inbox” function. Non-emergency e-


mail submitted to my personal account will not receive a response.  


Course page https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1344563 


Course Description: 


This course will look at religion and politics in the United States from three 


interrelated perspectives: 


 


a) What are the theoretical religious foundations for the founding of the United States?  


What does it mean to be a democracy devoted to religious freedom when those founders 


are members of the same religious group and the founding of the country was based on 


religious motivations including escaping religious persecution? 


 


b)  What are the core religion-based public policies in effect or under consideration in the 


United States?  How does the policy making and implementation process work in the 


U.S. to bring about religion-based policy?  What constitute the core intra-state and inter-


state conflicts surrounding these religion based public policies or policy proposals?    
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c) How does religion motivate and impact political behavior in the United States? How 


does religion impact who has political power?  How does religion motivate power-


seeking behavior in the United States? 


 


Why look at the United States? 


 


The United States was founded by homogeneous religious groups seeking refuge from 


religious persecution.  The U.S. claims to be a democracy while at the same time it is 


clear that one religious orientation dominates its political system.  Religion is also a 


prime motivator and influence on political behavior and, as a result, how the political 


system functions, including party structures, electoral outcomes, campaign strategies, 


voter mobilization and other grassroots efforts, are all affected by religious commitments.  


Course Goals: The primary goals of this course are to understand the relationship 


between religion and politics in democratic theocracies from four core perspectives:  


theoretical orientations, mass-level participation, elite behavior, and public policy.  The 


course will focus on these factors in the United States.    


 


Course Objectives:  At the end of this course, you will be able to develop approaches to 


analyzing the relationship between religion and politics in democratic theocracies, and 


critique the role that religion plays in mass-level participation, elite behavior and public 


policy.  You will also be able to evaluate how religion and politics affects and is affected 


by political and electoral institutions. 


Assigned Readings 


Course Text: The course text is:  Religion and Politics in the United States (8th edition) 


by Kenneth Wald and Allison Calhoun-Brown.  Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, Inc.; 


ISBN-13: 978-1538105139 


Note:  It is critically important that you purchase the 8th edition, and not an earlier 


edition.  This text is available on Kindle.   


 


Additional Readings:  


 


The readings are available on the course home page; only these readings may be used to 


complete course assignments (and not versions otherwise available online). 


 


The Declaration of Independence of the United States of America 


The United States Constitution (Amendments 1 and 14) 


 


Danbury Baptist Association Letter to Thomas Jefferson (October 7, 1801) 


Thomas Jefferson Letter to the Danbury Baptist Association (January 1, 1802) 


Thomas Jefferson, “A Bill for Establishing Religious Freedom” (1786) 
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U.S. Supreme Court Case Opinions: 


 


The U.S. Supreme Court case opinions are available on the course home page; only these 


opinions may be used to complete course assignments (and not versions otherwise 


available online). 


 


Church of the Lukumi Babal U Aye, Inc. v. City of Hialeah, Florida 91 U.S. 948 (1993) 


Davis v. Beason 133 U.S. 333 (1898) 


Dred Scott v. Sandford 60 U.S. 393 (1856) 


Engel v. Vitale 370 U.S. 421 (1962) 


Heffron v. International Society for Krishna Consciousness 452 U.S. 640 (1981) 


Kiryas Joel School District v. Grumet 512 U.S. 637 (1994) 


Lemon v. Kurtzman 403 U.S. 602 (1971) 


Locke v. Davey 540 U.S. 712 (2004) 


Reynolds v. U.S. 98 U.S. 1456 (1878) 


West Virginia Board of Education v. Barnette 319 U.S. 124 (1943) 


Wisconsin v. Yoder 406 U.S. 205 (1972) 


Assessment 


Grades will be based on several Internet Learning Modules, discussions, and quizzes.  


The entire course will be conducted on-line; there will be no on-campus meetings.    


Grades will be determined as follows: 


Internet Learning Modules (8) 250 points each 


Quizzes (12) 


(Note:  The syllabus quiz score is not factored 


into the overall quiz score or the final grade) 


100 points each 


Discussions (6) 100 points each 


 


Grading Procedures 


Final grades are based on the overall accumulated points.  Numerical grades compute into 


letter grades as follows.  Note that the required number of points required allows missed 


work.  For example, an A- requires earning 89% of available points.   


 


Letter Grade Accumulated Points 


A 3500 and higher  


A- 3375-3499 


B+ 3250-3374 
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B 3125-3249 


B- 3000-3124 


C+ 2875-2999 


C 2750-2874 


C- 2625-2749 


D+ 2500-2624 


D 2375-2499 


D- 2250-2374 


F 2249 and lower 


Assignment Specifications 


Assignment Type Specifications 


Chapter Quizzes 1.Chapter quizzes are open for one week before the deadline  


2.Quizzes are due no later than 11pm on the due date 


3.Two attempts are provided for each quiz; the higher of the two 


scores, whether the first or second attempt, will count toward your 


overall quiz grade (and not the average of the two).    


Discussions 1. All discussion submissions are due no later than 11pm on the 


due date. 


2.  Discussions are completed in three parts.   


A. PART ONE-INITIAL POST: A one paragraph response to 


the prompt posted on the course discussion board.  Each paragraph 


must include at least three substantial sentences.  The response to 


the question on the course discussion board is called the “Initial 


Posting”.  The Initial Posting requires at least two cited quotes 


from the assigned course readings assigned for that discussion to 


be eligible for credit. 


B. PART TWO-RESPONSE POST ONE: The second part of 


the discussion is a one paragraph (at least three substantial 


sentences) response to one other Initial Posting response posted by 


another student in the class. 


C.  PART THREE-RESPONSE POST TWO:   The third part of 


the discussion is a one paragraph (at least three substantial 


sentences) response to one other Initial Posting response posted by 


another student in the class.  


3. A professional presentation is critically important.  Five or more 


typographical errors for any full discussion (the Initial Posting and 


the two Response Postings) will result in no credit earned for that 
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discussion. 


4.  Discussion credit is earned (full credit for the discussion) or no 


credit (0 points for the discussion).   


5.  To earn discussion credit, complete the Initial Posting and the 


two Response Postings, cite and proofread as assigned, cohere to 


paragraph length requirements, and submit the discussion on time.      


Internet Learning 


Modules 


Rubrics are provided at the end of each module.   


 


All assignments are due on the day and time posted; late assignments may be submitted 


with prior arrangement with the instructor and submission of documentation explaining 


the emergency that prevented submitting the assignment on time.  The instructor must be 


notified within 48 hours before or after the missed assignment (unless doing so is 


impossible and the reason is documented) in order to be eligible to submit that 


assignment late.  Granting extensions on assignments is solely at the discretion of the 


instructor.      


Recorded Final Grades 


This course utilizes plus/minus grading. The recorded final grade will be one of the 


following: A, A-, B+, B, B-, C+, C, C-, D+, D, D-, F. There will be no A+, F+ or F-.  


 


Grade Grade Points Grade Grade Points 


A 4.0 C 2.0 


A- 3.75 C- 1.75 


B+ 3.25 D+ 1.25 


B 3.0 D 1.00 


B- 2.75 D- .75 


C+ 2.25 F 0 


Grading and Assessment Rubric 


Assessment Course Objectives Met 


Internet Learning Modules  Analyze the relationship between religion and politics in 


democratic theocracies 


Critique the role that religion plays in mass-level participation, 


elite behavior and public policy 


Evaluate how religion and politics affects and is affected by 


political and electoral institutions. 


Quizzes Understand how religion and politics affects and is affected by 


political and electoral institutions. 
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Asynchronous Discussions Analyze the relationship between religion and politics in 


democratic theocracies 


Critique the role that religion plays in mass-level participation, 


elite behavior and public policy 


Evaluate how religion and politics affects and is affected by 


political and electoral institutions 


Student Code of Conduct: 


University Policies 


Academic Integrity: 


 


Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of Conduct. According to 


Section 1, “Academic Misconduct,” students are prohibited from engaging in: 


 


Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information 


or study aids in any academic exercise unless specifically authorized by the instructor of 


record. The unauthorized possession of examination or course-related material also 


constitutes cheating. 


 


Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral means: The 


presentation of material which has not been studied or learned, but rather was obtained 


through someone else’s efforts and used as part of an examination, course assignment, or 


project. 


 


Commercial use of academic material: Selling of course material to another person, 


student, and/or uploading course material to a third-party vendor without authorization or 


without the express written permission of the university and the instructor. Course 


materials include but are not limited to class notes, Instructor’s PowerPoints, course 


syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, instruction sheets, homework, study guides, handouts, etc. 


 


Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work including: 


 


Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the source, 


thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s own. 


Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than once 


without the express written permission of the instructor. 


Helping another violate academic behavior standards. 


 


For more information about plagiarism and misuse of sources, see “Defining and 


Avoiding Plagiarism: The WPA Statement on Best Practices”. 
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Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating: 


 


Students should also familiarize themselves with the procedures for academic misconduct 


in UCF’s student handbook, The Golden Rule. UCF faculty members have a 


responsibility for students’ education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to 


prevent unethical behavior and when necessary respond to academic misconduct. 


Penalties can include a failing grade in an assignment or in the course, suspension or 


expulsion from the university, and/or a “Z Designation” on a student’s official transcript 


indicating academic dishonesty, where the final grade for this course will be preceded by 


the letter Z. For more information about the Z Designation consult The Golden Rule.     


 


Course Accessibility Statement: 


 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all 


persons with disabilities. Students with disabilities who need disability-related access in 


this course should contact the professor as soon as possible. Students should also connect 


with Student Accessibility Services (SAS) (Ferrell Commons 185, sas@ucf.edu, phone 


407-823-2371). Through Student Accessibility Services, a Course Accessibility Letter 


may be created and sent to professors, which informs faculty of potential access and 


accommodations that might be reasonable. Determining reasonable access and 


accommodations requires consideration of the course design, course learning objectives 


and the individual academic and course barriers experienced by the student. 


 


Campus Safety Statement for Students in Online-Only Courses: 


 


Though most emergency situations are primarily relevant to courses that meet in person, 


such incidents can also impact online students, either when they are on or near campus to 


participate in other courses or activities or when their course work is affected by off-


campus emergencies. The following policies apply to courses in online modalities. 


 


To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text 


alerts by going to <https://my.ucf.edu> and logging in. Click on “Student Self Service” 


located on the left side of the screen in the toolbar, scroll down to the blue “Personal 


Information” heading on the Student Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the 


information, including e-mail address, cell phone number, and cell phone provider, click 


“Apply” to save the changes, and then click “OK.” 


 


Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their 


instructors outside of class. 


 


Make-Up Assignments for Authorized University Events or Co-curricular 


Activities: 


 


Students who represent the university in an authorized event or activity (for example, 


student-athletes) and who are unable to meet a course deadline due to a conflict with that 
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event must provide the instructor with documentation in advance to arrange a make-up. 


No penalty will be applied.  


 


Religious Observances: 


 


Students must notify their instructor in advance if they intend to miss class or an 


assignment deadline for a religious observance.  One week advance notice is required at 


which point we will negotiate appropriate deadlines for assessments that will be missed.    


 


Deployed Active Duty Military Students: 


 


Students who are deployed active duty military and/or National Guard personnel and 


require accommodation should contact their instructors as soon as possible after the 


semester begins and/or after they receive notification of deployment to make related 


arrangements. 


 


Schedule 


Changes in the syllabus and/or schedule may be made at any time during the term. A 


revised syllabus may be issued at my discretion. Readings and assignments should be 


completed for the day listed. 


Please contact me if you have any problems about the reading load, tips on getting the 


most from your reading, or the course in general. My office hours are listed above.   


Class Week Assigned Reading Assignments/Notes/Announcements 


January 6, 


12am to 


January 10, 


11pm 


Course Syllabus 


  


Syllabus Quiz due January 10 11pm 


 


Note:  The syllabus quiz will not count 


toward your final grade.  However, all 


students must complete the Syllabus 


Quiz in order to fulfill federal financial 


aid requirements.     


January 10, 


11pm-


January 17, 


11pm 


Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 


1 


Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 


2 


Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 1 quiz 


due 1/17 11pm 


Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 2 quiz 


due 1/17 11pm 


January 17 


11pm-


January 24 


11pm 


Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 


3 


Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 


4 


Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 3 Quiz 


due 1/24 11pm 


Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 4 Quiz 


due 1/24 11pm 


 


Discussion One initial posting due 1/24 
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11pm    


January 24 


11pm- 


January 31 


11pm 


No Assigned Reading Internet Learning Module “Philanthropy” 


due 1/31 11pm 


 


Discussion One response postings due 1/31 


11pm 


January 31 


11pm-


February 7 


11pm 


The Declaration of Independence 


of the United States of America 


 


The United States 


Constitution/Amendments 1 and 14 


 


“Letter from the Danbury Baptist 


Association to Thomas Jefferson” 


(October 7, 1801) 


 


“Jefferson’s Letter to the Danbury 


Baptists” (January 1, 1802)   


 


Thomas Jefferson, “A Bill for 


Establishing Religious Freedom”  


Internet Learning Module “Thomas 


Jefferson” due 2/7 11pm 


 


Discussion Two initial posting due 2/7 


11pm 


February 7 


11pm-


February 14 


11pm 


Dred Scott v. Sandford 60 U.S. 393 


(1856) 


Discussion Two response postings due 


2/14 11pm 


February 14 


11pm-


February 21 


11pm 


Locke v. Davey 540 U.S. 712 


(2004) 


Discussion Three initial posting due 2/21 


11pm 


 


Internet Learning Module “Locke v. 


Davey” due 2/21 11pm 


February 21 


11pm- 


February 28 


11pm 


U.S. Supreme Court case opinions 


(Available on course home page): 


 


Reynolds v. U.S. 98 U.S. 1456 


(1878) 


 


Davis v. Beason 133 U.S. 333 


(1898) 


 


West Virginia Board of Education 


v. Barnette 319 U.S. 124 (1943) 


 


Engel v. Vitale 370 U.S. 421 


Internet Learning Module, “Religious 


Freedom in an International Context” due 


2/28 11pm 


 


Discussion Three response postings due 


2/28 11pm 
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(1962) 


 


Lemon v. Kurtzman 403 U.S. 602 


(1971) 


 


Wisconsin v. Yoder 406 U.S. 205 


(1972) 


 


Heffron v. International Society for 


Krishna Consciousness 452 U.S. 


640 (1981) 


 


Church of the Lukumi Babal U 


Aye, Inc. v. City of Hialeah, 


Florida 91 U.S. 948 (1993) 


 


Kiryas Joel School District v. 


Grumet 512 U.S. 637 (1994) 


 


February 28 


11pm- 


March 6 


11pm 


Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 


5 


Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 


6 


Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 5 Quiz 


due 3/6 11pm 


Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 6 Quiz 


due 3/6 11pm 


 


Internet Learning Module “Abortion 


Interest Groups” due 3/6 11pm 


March 6 


11pm- 


March 13 


11pm 


No Assigned Reading Enjoy your Spring Break 


March 13 


11pm- 


March 20  


11pm 


 


Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 


7 


Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 


8 


Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 7 Quiz 


due 3/20 11pm 


Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 8 Quiz 


due 3/20 11pm 


 


Internet Learning Module “Public 


Opinion” due 3/20 11pm 


 


Discussion Four initial posting due 3/20 


11pm 


March 20 


11pm- 


March 27 


Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 


9 


Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 


Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 9 Quiz 


due 3/27 11pm 


Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 10 Quiz 







 12 


11pm 10 due 3/27 11pm 


 


Internet Learning Module “American 


Catholics” due 3/27 11pm 


 


Discussion Four response postings due 


3/27 11pm 


March 27 


11pm- 


April 3 11pm 


Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 


11 


Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 11 Quiz 


due 4/3 11pm 


 


Discussion Five initial posting due 4/3 


11pm 


April 3 


11pm- 


April 10 


11pm 


Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 


12 


Wald and Calhoun-Brown Chapter 12 Quiz 


due 4/10 11pm 


 


Discussion Five response postings due 


4/10 11pm 


April 10 


11pm- 


April 17 


11pm 


 Discussion Six initial posting due 4/17 


11pm 


 


Internet Learning Module “Congress” due 


4/17 11pm 


April 17- 


April 24 


 Discussion Six response postings due 4/24 


11pm 


 








1 
 


POT 6007-0001 
Seminar in Political Theory 


Department of Political Science 
College of Sciences, University of Central Florida 


COURSE SYLLABUS 
    
Instructor:  Dr. Daniel Marien Term:  Spring 2020 
Office:  Room HPH 302N Class Meeting 


Time 
Mon. 6:00-
8:50 PM 


Phone:  407-823-0012 Class Location Conference 
room 


E-Mail:  Daniel.Marien@ucf.edu    
    
    
 
 
 
 


I. Office Hours and Locations  
 
 


OFFICE HOURS 
From 1/6 until 4/20 2020 


OFFICE LOCATION OFFICE PHONE 
NUMBER 


 
Mondays and Wednesdays 
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
 


 
UCF Orlando 
Philips Hall, room 302N 


 
 
407-823-0012 


 


 
Note: Email me to make an appointment at other times if you cannot come at the times 
and places listed above. Instructor email contact: Daniel.Marien@ucf.edu or course email. 
Expect an answer within 24 hours. If you plan to visit me during office hours, it is 
suggested (not required, simply suggested) that you email your intention ahead of time. 
Advanced notice helps me selecting who I see first. Phoning during office hours can also 
be an effective way to deal with various issues. Phoning outside of office hours will not be 
effective. We can connect at other times than during office hours through either phone or 
Skype.  
 


II. Course Overview  
 


 
This seminar introduces participants to contemporary academic debates about the 
nature and contours of social justice. We are particularly interested in debating 



mailto:Daniel.Marien@ucf.edu

mailto:Daniel.Marien@ucf.edu
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what it means for governments and social institutions to treat persons with equal 
respect and under what conditions various forms of material and life-chances 
inequalities are ethically justifiable.  
 
The course will be divided between a focus on justice issues within a world of 
presumed autonomous arenas (i.e. states) and justice issues in a world of 
interdependent states. Our discussion of justice issues in autonomous states will 
connect with traditional approaches: utilitarianism (Bentham); libertarianism 
(Nozick); two versions of egalitarian liberalism (Rawls and Dworkin); Marxism and 
feminism. 
 
Our discussion of justice in an interdependent world will focus on newer 
perspectives about security and the “duty to protect,” burden sharing in protecting 
the global environment, fair trade and global governance.  


 
The course structure fosters the development of academic skills. We will debate a 
common set of readings in a seminar format. Each student will also write and orally 
present an evaluation of one major book of his/her choice or of his/her essay on a 
specific topic in a format replicating an academic conference setting. Instructor’s 
approval for book selection or essay topic selection is required.  
 


 
 


III. Course Goals  
 


1. During this course, students will become familiar at an introductory level with the 
arguments and assumptions structuring academic debates in contemporary 
political philosophy on these different themes or approaches to justice: 
utilitarianism; egalitarian liberalism; libertarianism; feminism; Marxism. 


2. During this course, students will become familiar with empirical trends in national 
economic inequality.   


3. During this course, students will become familiar with a range of ethical issues 
raised by globalization: duty to protect; global environmental degradation; fair 
trade and international governance.  


4. During this course, students will learn to write an effective academic book review 
or compose an effective essay developing an argument related to a specific 
question related to justice. 


5. During this course students will learn to orally present and defend an argument in 
both the context of seminar leadership and oral presentation of one’s own book 
review or essay.  


 
  







3 
 


IV. Course Material 
 
You must procure the following books:  
 
Michael Sandel, Justice: What’s the Right Thing to Do? Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 
2009. ISBN: 978-0-374-53250-5.  
 
Will Kymlicka, Contemporary Political Philosophy: An Introduction. Oxford University 
Press, Second Edition, 2002. ISBN: 978-0198782742. 
  
Peter Singer, One World Now: The Ethics of Globalization. Yale University Press; 
Revised edition, 2016. ISBN: 978-0300196054. 
 
Joseph Stiglitz, The Price of Inequality: How Today’s Divided Society Endanger Our 
Future. W.W. Norton, 2013. ISBN: 978-0393345063. 
 


We will also be reading these following texts: 


Milton and Rose Friedman, Free to Choose. (Excerpts). 
Charles Lindbloom, The Market as Prison. 
K.C. Lester, Libertarianism: A Responsa to Kymlicka. 
Media articles (occasionally).  
Brief excerpts from Robert Nozick’s, John Rawls’ and Amartya Sen’s books.  
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V. Assessments 


 
WHAT WHEN WORTH 


 
BEFORE COURSE 
AFTER COURSE 


 


 
 


Jan 10 and April 13 


 
0 point 


But penalty for non-
performance 


 
 


WEEKLY POSTS 
Answering the questions 
posted in Webcourses. 


Each weekly submission is 
scored over 40. An 


average is calculated at 
the end of the semester. 


 


 
 


Submitted weekly, on the 
Sunday night preceding 


the coming Monday 
seminar. 


 


 
 


40 points 


 
SEMINAR LEADERSHIP 


 
 (Oral summary of the main 


points of the assigned 
readings and articulation of 


a thoughtful question or 
challenge to launch 


discussion.) 
 
 


 
 
 


Students take turn to 
introduce segment of 
assigned readings. 


 


 
 
 
 


30 points 


 
ORAL DEFENSE 


 
Presentation of a book 


review or essay making an 
argument about a specific 


question. 
 


 
 
 


April 20 or April 27 


 
 
 


10 points 


 
RESEARCH REPORT 


 
In the form of a book 


review or research essay 
making an argument about 


a specific question. 
 
 


 
 
 


Varies 


 
 
 


20 points 







5 
 


 


The grade totals in the Canvas Grade Book can be terribly misleading. To figure out 
your standing in the course, follow the simple method described below. 
 
Enter your personal scores for these values:   
 


Before/After    (over     0 points but point penalty for non-submission) 
+    Weekly Post aver.   (over   40 points) 
+   Seminar Leadership   (over   30 points) 
+   Oral Presentation  (over   10 points)    
+         Book Review or Essay (over   20 points)  
________________________________________   
=   Total Points Earned  (over 100 points) 
 
Then convert that numerical total into a letter grade in accordance with the Grading 
Scale below.  
 
 


Grading Scale (%) 
94-100   A 
90-93   A- 
87-89   B+ 
84-86   B 
80-83   B- 
77-79   C+ 
74-76   C 
70-73   C- 
67-69   D+ 
64-66   D 
60-63   D- 
0 - 59   F 


 
 


 


Weekly Posts 


A written text (circa 600 words) summarizing and evaluating the week’s reading. 
Students post their entries in a the Weekly Discussion Board in Webcourses by the 
Sunday evening preceding the Monday evening the seminar meeting. Post will be 
scored for content (roughly 75%) and for writing (roughly 25%).  


 


Seminar Leadership 
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A brief oral presentation (5-10 minutes) in which the seminar leader summarizes the 
main points of the assigned readings, make connections and/or contrast with previous 
readings and articulate a thoughtful question or challenge. The main purpose of the 
seminar leadership is to launch the group’s discussion, not to summarize its contents in 
great detail.  


 


Oral Presentation of Book Review/Essay 


Students orally present the main elements of their book review or essay for no more 
than 20 minutes followed by a question and answer session. Brevity, clarity of 
presentation, coherence of structure and ability to effectively address questions and 
objections from the audience are key features of good presentations.  


 


Book Review or Essay 


A text of 2,500 to 4,000 words either reviewing a relevant book (instructor’s acceptance 
required) or building an argument in answer to a specific question. The written book 
review is submitted electronically to the instructor a few days after the student’s oral 
presentation. The written text is expected to also address the main objections or 
remarks made to the students during the oral presentation.  


 


VI. Course Credits and Grading Scale 
           3 credits 


Grading Scale (%) 
94-100  A 
90-93   A- 
87-89   B+ 
84-86  B 
80-83   B- 
77-79   C+ 
74-76  C 
70-73   C- 
67-69   D+ 
64-66  D 
60-63  D- 
0 - 59    F 
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VII. Schedule of Meetings and Readings 


 


Week 1, Jan 6:  Introduction 


 
Week 2, Jan 13: Milton and Rose Friedman (excerpts)  


Lindbloom, “The Market as Prison.”  
 
 
Week 3, Jan 20:  UCF Holiday: Martin Luther King Jr. 
 


 
Week 4, Jan 27: Sandel, chapters 1-2. 
   Stieglitz, preface, chapters 1-2.  
 
    
Week 5, Feb 3:  Sandel, chapters 3-4. 


Nozick, Preface to Anarchy, State, Utopia.  
Stieglitz, chapters 3-4.  


 
 
Week 6, Feb 10:  Sandel, chapter 6.  
   Rawls, “The Role of Justice” from A Theory of Justice. 
   Stieglitz, chapters 5-6.  
 
 
Week 7, Feb 17:  Sandel, chapters 8-10.  
   Sen, Introduction (pp. 7-19 only) from The Idea of Justice.  
   Stieglitz, ONE of chapters 7-8-9.  
 
 
Week 8, Feb 24:  Kymlicka, chapter 9: Feminism (pp. 377-98 only). 
   Three media articles on gender issues.  
   Stieglitz, chapters 9-10.  
   Singer, Preface, chapter 1.  
  
   
Week 9, Mar 2: Singer: ONE of chapters 2-3-4.  
   Singer, chapters 5-6.  
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Week 10, Mar 9: Spring Break 


 


Week 11, Mar 16:  Kymlicka, Preface, Introduction, chapter 3: Liberal Equality.  
   Dworkin, Introduction to Sovereign Virtue: The Theory 


and Practice of Equality.      
 
 
Week 12, Mar 23: Kymlicka, Preface, Introduction, chapter 4: Libertarianism.  
   Lester, “Kymlicka on Libertarianism: A Response.”  
   
  
Week 13, Mar 30:  Kymlicka, chapter 5: Marxism (pp. 166-168; pp. 176-201 only). 
  
 
Week 14, Apr 6: Research Consultation with the instructor 
 


Week 15, Apr 13:  Research Consultation with the instructor 
 


Week 16, Apr 20:  Oral presentations; followed by final text 
   submission of book review/essay five days later.  
 
Week 17, Apr 27:  Oral presentations; followed by final text 


submission of book review/essay one day later.  
 


 
VIII. Grade Dissemination 


 
Grades will be posted on Webcourses@UCF. 
 


IX. Course Policies 
 


Late Work Policy:  
There are no make-ups for missing weekly seminar discussion. One justified 
absences from these exercises will be excused without point penalty. A penalty 
of two course points for each additional absence to the seminar discussions will 
be applied.  


 
Grades of Incomplete 
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The current university policy concerning incomplete grades will be followed in this 
course. Incomplete grades are given only in situations where unexpected 
emergencies prevent a student from completing the course and the remaining 
work can be completed the next semester. Your instructor is the final authority on 
whether you qualify for an incomplete. Incomplete work must be finished by the 
end of the subsequent semester or the “I” will automatically be recorded as an 
“F” on your transcript.  
 
 


X. Grading Policy 
 
Papers are graded individually (unless a pair of students elects to write a 
common paper). A grading matrix for the research report is distributed in due 
time.  
 


XI. Course Policies: Technology and Media 
 


Email: Use my email to communicate with me: Daniel.Marien@ucf.edu. Allow up 
to 48 hours for a response. Repeat message if you haven’t received a response 
within 48 hours.  
 
 


XII. Policy Statements 
 
Make-up Exams and Assignments 
Per university policy, you are allowed to submit make-up work (or an equivalent, 
alternate assignment) for university-sponsored events, religious observances, or legal 
obligations (such as jury duty). If this participation conflicts with your course 
assignments, I will offer a reasonable opportunity for you to complete missed 
assignments and/or exams. The make-up assignment and grading scale will be 
equivalent to the missed assignment and its grading scale. Please contact me ahead of 
time to notify me of upcoming needs. 
Can’t make the deadline for other reasons than those listed above? Contact the 
instructor with an explanation and a request for a specific deadline extension.  
 
 
Academic Integrity 
Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of Conduct. According to 
Section 1, "Academic Misconduct," students are prohibited from engaging in: 


• Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, 
information or study aids in any academic exercise unless specifically authorized 
by the instructor of record. The unauthorized possession of examination or 
course-related material also constitutes cheating. 


• Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral means: The 
presentation of material which has not been studied or learned, but rather was 



mailto:Daniel.Marien@ucf.edu
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obtained through someone else’s efforts and used as part of an examination, 
course assignment, or project. 


• Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to another 
person, student, and/or uploading course material to a third-party vendor without 
authorization or without the express written permission of the university and the 
instructor. Course materials include but are not limited to class notes, Instructor’s 
PowerPoints, course syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, instruction sheets, homework, 
study guides, handouts, etc. 


• Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work. 
• Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the 


source, thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the 
student’s own. 


• Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than 
once without the express written permission of the instructor. 


• Helping another violate academic behavior standards. 
• Marien’s own addition to UCF policy: the listing of works cited not materially 


used in a post or essay also constitutes a breach of academic honesty. It 
misrepresents the depth of research done.  


 
For more information about Academic Integrity, students may consult The Center for 
Academic Integrity. 
For more information about plagiarism and misuse of sources, see “Defining and 
Avoiding Plagiarism: The WPA Statement on Best Practices”. 
Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating 
Students should also familiarize themselves with the procedures for academic 
misconduct in UCF’s student handbook, The Golden Rule. UCF faculty members have 
a responsibility for students’ education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to 
prevent unethical behavior and when necessary respond to academic misconduct. 
Penalties can include a failing grade in an assignment or in the course, suspension or 
expulsion from the university, and/or a "Z Designation" on a student’s official transcript 
indicating academic dishonesty, where the final grade for this course will be preceded 
by the letter Z. For more information about the Z Designation, see 
http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade. 
 
Turinitin.com:  
In this course the instructor may utilize turnitin.com, an automated system which 
instructors can use to quickly and easily compare each student's assignment with 
billions of web sites, as well as an enormous database of student papers that grows 
with each submission. The instructor submits your texts to Turnitin at his discretion. 
Student found guilty of plagiarism will receive a failing grade for the entire course and 
may incur additional penalties.  
 
In particular, weekly postings must be original. To ensure originality, students are 
not able to view classmates’ posts before they have themselves posted in the 
Discussion Board. Students are also not able to edit their postings after having posted it 
in the Discussion Board. It is strongly recommended that you compose your post in 



http://www.academicintegrity.org/icai/assets/FVProject.pdf

http://www.academicintegrity.org/icai/assets/FVProject.pdf

http://www.academicintegrity.org/icai/assets/FVProject.pdf

http://www.academicintegrity.org/icai/assets/FVProject.pdf

http://wpacouncil.org/node/9

http://wpacouncil.org/node/9

http://wpacouncil.org/node/9

http://wpacouncil.org/node/9

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/docs/goldenrule.pdf

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/docs/goldenrule.pdf

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade
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a word processing file, review it there for content and style and only then paste 
the final product in the Discussion Board. 
 
Tests are individual exercises with open access to the materials but limited time to 
answer the questions.  
 
Course Accessibility Statement 
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all 
persons with disabilities. Students with disabilities who need disability-related access in 
this course should contact the professor as soon as possible. Students should also 
connect with Student Accessibility Services (Ferrell Commons 185, sas@ucf.edu, 
phone (407) 823-2371). Through Student Accessibility Services, a Course Accessibility 
Letter may be created and sent to professors, which informs faculty of potential access 
and accommodations that might be reasonable. Determining reasonable access and 
accommodations requires consideration of the course design, course learning 
objectives and the individual academic and course barriers experienced by the student. 
 
Campus Safety Statement 
Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise in our class, everyone needs 
to work together. Students should be aware of the surroundings and familiar with some 
basic safety and security concepts. 


• In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance. 
• Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall 


near the door. Please make a note of the guide’s physical location and consider 
reviewing the online version at http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html.  


• Students should know the evacuation routes from each of their classrooms and 
have a plan for finding safety in case of an emergency. 


• If there is a medical emergency during class, we may need to access a first aid 
kit or AED (Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those items are 
located in this building, see http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/workplacesafety.html (click on 
link from menu on left).  


• To stay informed about emergency situations, sign up to receive UCF text alerts 
by going to my.ucf.edu and logging in. Click on "Student Self Service" located on 
the left side of the screen in the tool bar, scroll down to the blue "Personal 
Information" heading on your Student Center screen, click on "UCF Alert," fill out 
the information, including your e-mail address, cell phone number, and cell 
phone provider, click "Apply" to save the changes, and then click "OK." 


• Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with 
their instructors outside of class. 


• To learn about how to manage an active-shooter situation on campus or 
elsewhere, consider viewing this video. You CAN Survive an Active Shooter 
 


Deployed Active Duty Military Students 
If you are a deployed active duty military student and feel that you may need a special 
accommodation due to that unique status, please contact your instructor to discuss your 
circumstances. 



http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

mailto:sas@ucf.edu
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http://my.ucf.edu/

https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk
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Copyright 
This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, 
images, text materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use 
doctrine in order to enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, 
download or distribute these items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for 
this online classroom environment and your use only. All copyright materials are 
credited to the copyright holder. 
 
Third-Party Software and FERPA 
During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or 
software applications sometimes called third-party software such as a blog or wiki. 
While some of these could be required assignments, you need not make any personally 
identifying information on a public site. Do not post or provide any private information 
about yourself or your classmates. Where appropriate you may use a pseudonym or 
nickname. Some written assignments posted publicly may require personal 
reflection/comments, but the assignments will not require you to disclose any personally 
identity-sensitive information. If you have any concerns about this, please contact your 
instructor.   
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UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL FLORIDA


Political Theory 3302


Modern Political Ideologies


SPRING 2020

Dr. Paul A. Labedz






Telephone: (407) 582-2227





Email: Paul.Labedz@ucf.edu

Office hours: TBA





Course Description


A study of modern ideologies since the French Revolution including (but not limited to) liberalism, conservatism, nationalism, fascism and anarchism.

Readings


The following texts are assigned for this course and are available for purchase at the University of Central Florida bookstore. 


Baradat, Leon P. Political Ideologies: Their Origins and Impact (Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson Prentice Hall, 2012) 11th edition. ISBN-10: 0205082386, ISBN-13: 978-0205082384

Festenstein, Matthew and Kenny, Michael, eds., Political Ideologies: A Reader and Guide (New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 2005) ISBN-10: 0199248370, ISBN-13: 978-0199248377

Course Assignments


· Two (2) exams





(50 points each)


· 4-6-page Current Affairs Analysis


(50 points)


Due in class, 16 APRIL 2020 

· Class participation





(10 points)


Examinations


Two (2) essay-style examinations will be given throughout the semester. The exams will contain comparative essay questions and/or textual analysis questions. The first exam will cover reading and lecture material from topics 1-2; the second exam will cover reading and lecture material from topics 3-7. Each exam is worth a maximum of 50 points.


Current Affairs Analysis


Students will select a contemporary issue of political salience and explain how two different ideological approaches would analyze and describe this issue. The instructor will provide a list of topics that students can use to complete the assignment. Students will be allowed to select an alternative topic not found on the list of topics, but this will be contingent upon permission being granted by the instructor.  A student’s response must be between 4-6 pages, double-spaced. This assignment is worth a maximum of 50 points and is due on the last day that our class meets.


Grading


The overall grade for the course will be based on the student’s performance on each of the above assignments. The maximum number of points a student can acquire is 160. 


The grading scale is based on the following point distributions: 144-160=A, 128-143=B, 112-142=C, 96-111=D, 0-95= F. 


Grades will not be based on a curve and will reflect the quality of the work submitted. 


No extra credit opportunities will be available for this course.


CLASSROOM POLICIES


Attendance: 


Attendance is mandatory. There will be only four EXCUSED absences allowed over the course of the semester. Any unexcused absences will result in five points being deducted from your final course grade for each absence.  Attendance will be taken at the start of each class period and after the break during each class; therefore, it is important that you arrive to class on time. Should you happen to arrive late for a particular session, be sure to sign the roster after class so that you are not marked as absent from class.


As of Fall 2014, all faculty members are required to document students' academic activity at the beginning of each course. In order to document that you began this course, please complete the following academic activity by the end of the first week of classes. Failure to do so will result in a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid. 


The assigned activity for this course requires students to access UCF webcourses and complete the assignment labeled “Student Data Sheet.” The completed data sheet must be submitted to the instructor via UCF webcourses prior to the deadline of 10 JAN 2020. 


Make-up Exams:

All students will be expected to take each of the examinations on the scheduled dates. In the event that a student has an excused absence on the date of the exams, he/she will have to take a make-up examination on a date and at a location selected by the instructor. Failure to take the make-up exam on the rescheduled date will result in a score of 0 for the examination.


Academic Honesty:


All forms of academic dishonesty are prohibited at the University of Central Florida.  Academic dishonesty in any portion of your coursework (such as plagiarism on the paper or cheating on an examination) will result, at the very least, in your being assigned a failing grade for the course. If you’re uncertain as to what constitutes cheating or plagiarism or if you have any other concerns related to academic dishonesty, be sure to discuss the matter with the instructor. “Better safe than sorry” is good advice in matters involving academic integrity.


Expected Student Conduct:


The University of Central Florida (UCF) is dedicated not only to the advancement of knowledge and learning but is concerned with the development of responsible personal and social conduct.  By enrolling at UCF, a student assumes the responsibility for becoming familiar with and abiding by the general rules of conduct.  The primary responsibility for managing the classroom environment rests with the faculty.  Students who engage in any prohibited or unlawful acts that result in disruption of a class may be directed by the faculty member to leave the class.   Violation of any classroom or university rules may lead to disciplinary action up to and including expulsion from UCF.   Disciplinary action could include being withdrawn from class, disciplinary warning, probation, suspension, expulsion, or other appropriate and authorized actions.  


COURSE OBJECTIVE & FORMAT:


The purpose of this course is to familiarize students with the variety of political ideologies that have arisen in the Western world since the late 17th century. The course will thus be organized around this diversity, which is meant to provide students with the tools necessary to understand the application of these ideologies, both historically and in the contemporary world.

In general, the class will be conducted as a mixture of lecture and discussion and will provide the student with a forum to raise any questions he/she may have concerning the material covered in lectures and in the assigned readings.


Course Outline

Here is a week-by-week list of topics, examination dates, and associated readings.  


DISCLAIMER: The schedule is subject to change if certain topics prove to require more or less time.


Topic 1: Introduction to Political Ideology: A framework for analysis.


Readings: Baradat (Hereafter: Text): Chapter 1-2; Festenstein & Kenny (Hereafter: Reader): pp. 1-13, 17-20, 27-32, 39-44

Topic 2: Liberalism


Readings: Text, Chapters 4-6; Reader: pp. 51-65, 72-90, 99-102


MID-TERM EXAM:  27 FEB 2020

Topic 3: Conservatism


Readings:  Text, 96-99; Reader: pp. 119-131, 150-168, 172-175

Topic 4: Socialism


Readings: Text, Chapters: 8-9; Reader: pp. 175-218, 223-229, 233-246 


Topic 5: Nationalism & Fascism


Readings: Text, Chapters 3 & 10; Reader: pp. 257-265, 271-274, 276-279, 381-390, 394-398

Topic 6: Anarchism


Readings: Text, Chapter 7; Reader: pp. 353-369, 375-381


Topic 7: Feminism and Environmentalism


Readings:  Text, Chapter 12; Reader: Chapters 6-7

FINAL EXAM: THURSDAY, 23 APRIL 2019 from 1-350PM 

I hope you enjoy the class and feel free to contact me if you have any questions.


Special Rules:


In accordance with state and federal law, instructors at the University of Central Florida cannot release information relating to the academic performance of students to persons other than the staff without the student’s written consent. In order for this information to be given out at request of a third party, the student must first sign a consent form to release their educational records. 





Political Theory 4314 
Contemporary Democratic Theory 


SPRING 2020 
 
Dr. Paul A. Labedz     
Telephone: (407) 582-2227    
Office Hours: TBA 
Email: Paul.Labedz@ucf.edu     
             
      
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
Study of democratic theories, emphasizing liberal democracy and its critics, elitist theories, 
participatory democracy, citizen participation, and relevance of empirical 
research to democratic theory. 
 
READINGS 
 
The following texts are assigned for this course and are available for purchase at the University 
of Central Florida bookstore: 
 
Held, David.  Models of Democracy (Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 2006) 3rd edition. 
ISBN: 0-8047-5472-1 
 
Dahl, Robert, Shapiro, Ian, and José Antonio Cheibub. The Democracy Sourcebook (Cambridge, 
MA: The MIT Press, 2003) ISBN: 0-262-54147-5 
 
 
COURSE ASSIGNMENTS 
 
• Three (3) exams      (50 points each) 
   
• Class participation      (10 points) 
 
 
EXAMINATIONS 
 
Three (3) essay-style examinations will be given throughout the semester. The first exam will 
cover reading and lecture material from part 1 of the course (see course outline below); the 
second exam will cover reading and lecture material from part 2; the third exam will cover 
reading and lecture materials from part 3. For an overview of the subjects contained within each 
of the segments/parts of the course, please consult the course outline below. Each exam is worth 
a maximum of 50 points. The dates for the exams will be announced in class and via email. 
 
 







 
GRADING 


The overall grade for the course will be based on the student’s performance on each of the above 
assignments. The maximum number of points a student can acquire is 160.  


The grading scale is based on the following point distributions: 144-160=A, 128-143=B, 112-
142=C, 96-111=D, 0-95= F.  


Grades will not be based on a curve and will reflect the quality of the work submitted.  


No extra credit opportunities will be available for this course. 


 
CLASSROOM POLICIES 
 
ATTENDANCE:  
 
Attendance is mandatory. There will be only four EXCUSED absences allowed over the course 
of the semester. Any unexcused absences will result in five points being deducted from your 
final course grade for each absence.  Attendance will be taken at the start of each class period 
and after the break during each class; therefore, it is important that you arrive to class on time. 
Should you happen to arrive late for a particular session, be sure to sign the roster after class so 
that you are not marked as absent from class. 
 
As of Fall 2014, all faculty members are required to document students' academic activity at the 
beginning of each course. In order to document that you began this course, please complete the 
following academic activity by the end of the first week of classes. Failure to do so will result in 
a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid.  
 
The assigned activity for this course requires students to access UCF webcourses and complete 
the assignment labeled “Student Data Sheet.” The completed data sheet must be submitted to the 
instructor via UCF webcourses prior to the deadline of 10 JAN 2020.  
 
 
MAKE-UP EXAMS: 
 
All students will be expected to take each of the examinations on the scheduled dates. In the 
event that a student has an excused absence on the date of the exams, he/she will have to take a 
make-up examination on a date and at a location selected by the instructor. Failure to take the 
make-up exam on the rescheduled date will result in a score of 0 for the examination. 
 
ACADEMIC HONESTY: 
 
All forms of academic dishonesty are prohibited at the University of Central Florida.  Academic 
dishonesty in any portion of your coursework (such as plagiarism on a report or cheating on an 
examination) will result, at the very least, in your being assigned a failing grade for the course. If 







you’re uncertain as to what constitutes cheating or plagiarism or if you have any other concerns 
related to academic dishonesty, be sure to discuss the matter with the instructor. “Better safe than 
sorry” is good advice in matters involving academic integrity. 
 
EXPECTED STUDENT CONDUCT: 
 
The University of Central Florida (UCF) is dedicated not only to the advancement of knowledge 
and learning but is concerned with the development of responsible personal and social conduct.  
By enrolling at UCF, a student assumes the responsibility for becoming familiar with and 
abiding by the general rules of conduct.  The primary responsibility for managing the classroom 
environment rests with the faculty.  Students who engage in any prohibited or unlawful acts that 
result in disruption of a class may be directed by the faculty member to leave the class.   
Violation of any classroom or university rules may lead to disciplinary action up to and including 
expulsion from UCF.   Disciplinary action could include being withdrawn from class, disciplinary 
warning, probation, suspension, expulsion, or other appropriate and authorized actions.   
 
 
COURSE OBJECTIVE & FORMAT: 
 
The purpose of this course is to familiarize students with some of the key concepts in the study 
of contemporary democratic theory. The course will be organized around three central themes: 
the varied meanings of democracy, the theoretical approaches to understanding democracy, and 
the institutions and practice of modern democracy. 
 
In general, the class will be conducted as a mixture of lecture and discussion and will provide the 
student with a forum to raise any questions he/she may have concerning the material covered in 
lectures and in the assigned readings. 
 
 
COURSE OUTLINE 
 
Here is a week-by-week list of topics, examination dates, and associated readings.   
 
The schedule is subject to change if certain topics prove to require more or less time. 
 
 
 
PART 1: VARIANTS OF DEMOCRACY 
 


A. Democracy as “process” 
 
Readings: Held, Chapters 1-3, pp.141-157; Dahl, et al., pp. 5-12, 29-39 


 
 
PART 2: VARIANTS OF DEMOCRACY CONT. & THE MODERN PRACTICE OF 
DEMOCRACY 







A. Democracy as “rights” 
 
Readings: Dahl, et al., pp. 123-133;  
 


B. Democracy as “values” 
 
Readings: Dahl, et al., pp. 157-190 


 
C. Democracy as “economics” 


 
Readings: Held, Chapter 4, pp. 172-179; Dahl, et al., 436-453 


 
 
MODERN PRACTICE OF DEMOCRACY 
 


A. The Institutions of Democracy 
 
Readings: Dahl, et al., pp. 191-217, Chapter 5 


 
B. The Electoral Systems of Democracy 


 
Readings: Dahl, et al., Chapter 6 


 
 


PART 3: THE THEORETICAL PERSPECTIVES ON DEMOCRACY 


 
A. Pluralism 


 
Readings: Held, pp. 158-169; Dahl, et al., pp. 118-122, 207-216, 364-371 


 
B. Consociational Democracy 


 
Readings: Held, pp.158-172; Dahl, et al., pp. 142-151 


 
C. Rational Choice Theory 


 
Readings: Dahl, et al., pp. 372-380; pp. 393-397 


 
D. Participatory Democracy 


 
Readings: Held, pp. 209-216; Dahl et al., pp. 40-47 


 
E. Deliberative Democracy 


 







Readings: Held, Chapter 9, Dahl, et al., pp. 18-28 
 
I hope you enjoy the class and feel free to contact me if you have any questions. 
 
SPECIAL RULES: 
 
In accordance with state and federal law, instructors at the University of Central Florida cannot 
release information relating to the academic performance of students to persons other than the 
staff without the student’s written consent. In order for this information to be given out at request 
of a third party, the student must first sign a consent form to release their educational records.  
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Political Theory 4314

Contemporary Democratic Theory

SPRING 2020



Dr. Paul A. Labedz				

Telephone: (407) 582-2227			

Office Hours: TBA

Email: Paul.Labedz@ucf.edu				

																		

COURSE DESCRIPTION



Study of democratic theories, emphasizing liberal democracy and its critics, elitist theories, participatory democracy, citizen participation, and relevance of empirical

research to democratic theory.



READINGS



The following texts are assigned for this course and are available for purchase at the University of Central Florida bookstore:



Held, David.  Models of Democracy (Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 2006) 3rd edition. ISBN: 0-8047-5472-1



Dahl, Robert, Shapiro, Ian, and José Antonio Cheibub. The Democracy Sourcebook (Cambridge, MA: The MIT Press, 2003) ISBN: 0-262-54147-5





COURSE ASSIGNMENTS



· Three (3) exams						(50 points each)

		

· Class participation						(10 points)





EXAMINATIONS



Three (3) essay-style examinations will be given throughout the semester. The first exam will cover reading and lecture material from part 1 of the course (see course outline below); the second exam will cover reading and lecture material from part 2; the third exam will cover reading and lecture materials from part 3. For an overview of the subjects contained within each of the segments/parts of the course, please consult the course outline below. Each exam is worth a maximum of 50 points. The dates for the exams will be announced in class and via email.







GRADING

The overall grade for the course will be based on the student’s performance on each of the above assignments. The maximum number of points a student can acquire is 160. 

The grading scale is based on the following point distributions: 144-160=A, 128-143=B, 112-142=C, 96-111=D, 0-95= F. 

Grades will not be based on a curve and will reflect the quality of the work submitted. 

No extra credit opportunities will be available for this course.



CLASSROOM POLICIES



ATTENDANCE: 



Attendance is mandatory. There will be only four EXCUSED absences allowed over the course of the semester. Any unexcused absences will result in five points being deducted from your final course grade for each absence.  Attendance will be taken at the start of each class period and after the break during each class; therefore, it is important that you arrive to class on time. Should you happen to arrive late for a particular session, be sure to sign the roster after class so that you are not marked as absent from class.



As of Fall 2014, all faculty members are required to document students' academic activity at the beginning of each course. In order to document that you began this course, please complete the following academic activity by the end of the first week of classes. Failure to do so will result in a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid. 



The assigned activity for this course requires students to access UCF webcourses and complete the assignment labeled “Student Data Sheet.” The completed data sheet must be submitted to the instructor via UCF webcourses prior to the deadline of 10 JAN 2020. 




MAKE-UP EXAMS:



All students will be expected to take each of the examinations on the scheduled dates. In the event that a student has an excused absence on the date of the exams, he/she will have to take a make-up examination on a date and at a location selected by the instructor. Failure to take the make-up exam on the rescheduled date will result in a score of 0 for the examination.



ACADEMIC HONESTY:



All forms of academic dishonesty are prohibited at the University of Central Florida.  Academic dishonesty in any portion of your coursework (such as plagiarism on a report or cheating on an examination) will result, at the very least, in your being assigned a failing grade for the course. If you’re uncertain as to what constitutes cheating or plagiarism or if you have any other concerns related to academic dishonesty, be sure to discuss the matter with the instructor. “Better safe than sorry” is good advice in matters involving academic integrity.



EXPECTED STUDENT CONDUCT:



The University of Central Florida (UCF) is dedicated not only to the advancement of knowledge and learning but is concerned with the development of responsible personal and social conduct.  By enrolling at UCF, a student assumes the responsibility for becoming familiar with and abiding by the general rules of conduct.  The primary responsibility for managing the classroom environment rests with the faculty.  Students who engage in any prohibited or unlawful acts that result in disruption of a class may be directed by the faculty member to leave the class.   Violation of any classroom or university rules may lead to disciplinary action up to and including expulsion from UCF.   Disciplinary action could include being withdrawn from class, disciplinary warning, probation, suspension, expulsion, or other appropriate and authorized actions.  





COURSE OBJECTIVE & FORMAT:



The purpose of this course is to familiarize students with some of the key concepts in the study of contemporary democratic theory. The course will be organized around three central themes: the varied meanings of democracy, the theoretical approaches to understanding democracy, and the institutions and practice of modern democracy.



In general, the class will be conducted as a mixture of lecture and discussion and will provide the student with a forum to raise any questions he/she may have concerning the material covered in lectures and in the assigned readings.





COURSE OUTLINE



Here is a week-by-week list of topics, examination dates, and associated readings.  



The schedule is subject to change if certain topics prove to require more or less time.







PART 1: VARIANTS OF DEMOCRACY



A. Democracy as “process”



Readings: Held, Chapters 1-3, pp.141-157; Dahl, et al., pp. 5-12, 29-39





PART 2: VARIANTS OF DEMOCRACY CONT. & THE MODERN PRACTICE OF DEMOCRACY

A. Democracy as “rights”



Readings: Dahl, et al., pp. 123-133; 



B. Democracy as “values”



Readings: Dahl, et al., pp. 157-190



C. Democracy as “economics”



Readings: Held, Chapter 4, pp. 172-179; Dahl, et al., 436-453





MODERN PRACTICE OF DEMOCRACY

[bookmark: _GoBack]

A. The Institutions of Democracy



Readings: Dahl, et al., pp. 191-217, Chapter 5



B. The Electoral Systems of Democracy



Readings: Dahl, et al., Chapter 6





PART 3: THE THEORETICAL PERSPECTIVES ON DEMOCRACY



A. Pluralism



Readings: Held, pp. 158-169; Dahl, et al., pp. 118-122, 207-216, 364-371



B. Consociational Democracy



Readings: Held, pp.158-172; Dahl, et al., pp. 142-151



C. Rational Choice Theory



Readings: Dahl, et al., pp. 372-380; pp. 393-397



D. Participatory Democracy



Readings: Held, pp. 209-216; Dahl et al., pp. 40-47



E. Deliberative Democracy



Readings: Held, Chapter 9, Dahl, et al., pp. 18-28



I hope you enjoy the class and feel free to contact me if you have any questions.



SPECIAL RULES:



In accordance with state and federal law, instructors at the University of Central Florida cannot release information relating to the academic performance of students to persons other than the staff without the student’s written consent. In order for this information to be given out at request of a third party, the student must first sign a consent form to release their educational records. 
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Dr. Paul A. Labedz     
Telephone: (407) 582-2227    
Email: Paul.Labedz@ucf.edu 
Office hours: TBA    
         
             
      
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
Examines political issues, such as justice, economic distribution and social organization by 
exploring both classic and contemporary utopias and dystopias. 
 
READINGS 
 
The following texts are assigned for this course and are available for purchase at the University 
of Central Florida bookstore.  
 
1) Gregory Claeys and Lyman Tower Sargent, The Utopia Reader, NYU, ISBN: 0814715710, 
required 
2) Plato, The Republic, Dover Thrift, ISBN: 0486411214 
3) Thomas More, Utopia, Dover Thrift, ISBN: 048629583 
4) Edwary Bellamy, Looking Backward, Dover Thrift, ISBN 0486290386 
5) Aldous Huxley, Brave New World, Harper, ISBN: 0060850523 
6) Ernest Callenbach, Ecotopia, Heyday, ISBN: 159714293 
7) Margaret Atwood, The Handmaid’s Tale, Anchor, ISBN: 038549081X 
8) B.F. Skinner, Walden Two, Hacket Classics, ISBN: 0872207781  
 
 
COURSE ASSIGNMENTS 
 
• Four (4) exams      (35 points each) 
   
• Intentional Community Project (OPTIONAL)  (35 points) 


Due in class, 16 APRIL 2020 
 


• Class participation      (10 points) 
 



mailto:Paul.Labedz@ucf.edu
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EXAMINATIONS 
 
FOUR (4) examinations will be made up of a combination of multiple choice, identification, and 
essay questions. The first exam will cover reading and lecture material from topics 1-2; the 
second exam will cover reading and lecture material from topics 3-4; the third exam will cover 
material from topics 5-7; the fourth exam will cover material from topics 8-10. Each exam is 
worth a maximum of 35 points.  
 
INTENTIONAL COMMUNITY PROJECT (OPTIONAL) 
 
Students will select a historical or contemporary attempt at establishing an intentional 
community and analyze the political, economic, and social principles underlying the community, 
along with the reasons for its success and/or failure. The instructor for the course will provide a 
list of communities that students can use to complete the assignment. Students will be allowed to 
select an alternative community not found on the list, but this will be contingent upon permission 
being granted by the instructor.  A student’s response must be between 4-6 pages, double-spaced. 
This assignment is worth a maximum of 35 points and is due on the last day that our class meets. 
An email will be sent during the term with further instructions/requirements regarding this 
project. 
 
GRADING 


The overall grade for the course will be based on the student’s performance on each of the above 
assignments. The maximum number of points a student can acquire is 150.  


The grading scale is based on the following point distributions: 135-150=A, 120-134=B, 105-
119=C, 90-104=D, 0-89= F.  


Grades will not be based on a curve and will reflect the quality of the work submitted.  


No extra credit opportunities will be available for this course. 


 
CLASSROOM POLICIES 
 
ATTENDANCE:  
 
Attendance is mandatory. There will be only four EXCUSED absences allowed over the course 
of the semester. Any unexcused absences will result in five points being deducted from your 
final course grade for each absence.  Attendance will be taken at the start of each class period 
and after the break during each class; therefore, it is important that you arrive to class on time. 
Should you happen to arrive late for a particular session, be sure to sign the roster after class so 
that you are not marked as absent from class. 
 
As of Fall 2014, all faculty members are required to document students' academic activity at the 
beginning of each course. In order to document that you began this course, please complete the 







following academic activity by the end of the first week of classes, or as soon as possible after 
adding the course. Failure to do so will result in a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid.  
 
The assigned activity for this course requires students to access UCF webcourses and complete 
the assignment labeled “Student Data Sheet.” The completed data sheet must be submitted to the 
instructor via UCF webcourses prior to the deadline of 10 JAN 2020. 
 
MAKE-UP EXAMS: 
 
All students will be expected to take each of the examinations on the scheduled dates. In the 
event that a student has an excused absence on the date of the exams, he/she will have to take a 
make-up examination on a date and at a location selected by the instructor. Failure to take the 
make-up exam on the rescheduled date will result in a score of 0 for the examination. 
 
ACADEMIC HONESTY: 
 
All forms of academic dishonesty are prohibited at the University of Central Florida.  Academic 
dishonesty in any portion of your coursework (such as plagiarism on the paper or cheating on an 
examination) will result, at the very least, in your being assigned a failing grade for the course. If 
you’re uncertain as to what constitutes cheating or plagiarism or if you have any other concerns 
related to academic dishonesty, be sure to discuss the matter with the instructor. “Better safe than 
sorry” is good advice in matters involving academic integrity. 
 
EXPECTED STUDENT CONDUCT: 
 
The University of Central Florida (UCF) is dedicated not only to the advancement of knowledge 
and learning but is concerned with the development of responsible personal and social conduct.  
By enrolling at UCF, a student assumes the responsibility for becoming familiar with and 
abiding by the general rules of conduct.  The primary responsibility for managing the classroom 
environment rests with the faculty.  Students who engage in any prohibited or unlawful acts that 
result in disruption of a class may be directed by the faculty member to leave the class.   
Violation of any classroom or university rules may lead to disciplinary action up to and including 
expulsion from UCF.   Disciplinary action could include being withdrawn from class, disciplinary 
warning, probation, suspension, expulsion, or other appropriate and authorized actions.   
 
COURSE OBJECTIVE & FORMAT: 
 
The purpose of this course is to familiarize students with the evolution of the utopia and dystopia 
cannon, ranging from works developed in antiquity to modern times. The course will thus be 
organized around this evolution, which is meant to provide students with the tools necessary to 
understand the application of these eutopian and dystopian works, both historically and in the 
contemporary world. 
 
In general, the class will be conducted as a mixture of lecture and discussion and will provide the 
student with a forum to raise any questions he/she may have concerning the material covered in 
lectures and in the assigned readings. 







 
COURSE OUTLINE 
 
Here is a week-by-week list of topics, examination dates, and associated readings.   
 
DISCLAIMER: The schedule is subject to change if certain topics prove to require more or less 
time. 
 
 
Topic 1: Introduction to Political Utopia/Dystopia: establishing a basis for comparison. 
 
Readings: Gregory Claeys and Lyman Tower Sargent, The Utopia Reader, Introduction 
 
 
Topic 2: Evolution of Utopian Thought: Plato, The Republic 
 
Readings: Plato, The Republic (read entire book) 
 
EXAM 1: 4 FEB 2020 
 
Topic 3: Evolution of Utopia Thought: Thomas More, Utopia 
 
Readings:  Thomas More, Utopia (read entire book) 
 
 
Topic 4: Evolution of Utopian Thought: Bacon, Campanella, and Harrington 
 
Readings: Gregory Claeys and Lyman Tower Sargent, The Utopia Reader, pp. 106-125, 137-140  
 
 
EXAM 2: 5 MARCH 2020 
 
Topic 5: Utopian Socialism 
 
Readings: Gregory Claeys and Lyman Tower Sargent, The Utopia Reader, pp. 192-205, 207-219 
 
 
Topic 6: Marxism and Utopia 
 
Readings: Gregory Claeys and Lyman Tower Sargent, The Utopia Reader, pp. 227-228 
 
 
Topic 7: Anarchism and Utopia 
 







Readings:  Gregory Claeys and Lyman Tower Sargent, The Utopia Reader, pp. 170-175, 407-
420 
EXAM 3: 16 APRIL 2020 
 
 
Topic 8: Victorian Socialism 
 
Readings: Edward Bellamy, Looking Backward (entire book); Gregory Claeys and Lyman Tower 
Sargent, The Utopia Reader, pp. 273-29, 312-319 
 
 
Topic 9: Dystopia 
 
Readings: Aldous Huxley, Brave New World (read entire book); Margaret Atwood, The 
Handmaid’s Tale (read entire book); Gregory Claeys and Lyman Tower Sargent, The Utopia 
Reader, 398-407 
 
 
Topic 10: Modern Utopia 
 
Readings: B.F. Skinner, Walden Two (read entire book) and Ernest Callenbach, Ecoptopia (read 
entire book) 
 
 
EXAM 4: 21 APRIL 2020, 4-650PM 
 
I hope you enjoy the class and feel free to contact me if you have any questions. 
 
SPECIAL RULES: 
 
In accordance with state and federal law, instructors at the University of Central Florida cannot 
release information relating to the academic performance of students to persons other than the 
staff without the student’s written consent. In order for this information to be given out at request 
of a third party, the student must first sign a consent form to release their educational records.  
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Course Description


Examines political issues, such as justice, economic distribution and social organization by exploring both classic and contemporary utopias and dystopias.

Readings


The following texts are assigned for this course and are available for purchase at the University of Central Florida bookstore. 


1) Gregory Claeys and Lyman Tower Sargent, The Utopia Reader, NYU, ISBN: 0814715710, required

2) Plato, The Republic, Dover Thrift, ISBN: 0486411214

3) Thomas More, Utopia, Dover Thrift, ISBN: 048629583

4) Edwary Bellamy, Looking Backward, Dover Thrift, ISBN 0486290386

5) Aldous Huxley, Brave New World, Harper, ISBN: 0060850523

6) Ernest Callenbach, Ecotopia, Heyday, ISBN: 159714293

7) Margaret Atwood, The Handmaid’s Tale, Anchor, ISBN: 038549081X

8) B.F. Skinner, Walden Two, Hacket Classics, ISBN: 0872207781



Course Assignments


· Four (4) exams





(35 points each)


· Intentional Community Project (OPTIONAL)

(35 points)


Due in class, 16 APRIL 2020

· Class participation





(10 points)


Examinations


FOUR (4) examinations will be made up of a combination of multiple choice, identification, and essay questions. The first exam will cover reading and lecture material from topics 1-2; the second exam will cover reading and lecture material from topics 3-4; the third exam will cover material from topics 5-7; the fourth exam will cover material from topics 8-10. Each exam is worth a maximum of 35 points. 


Intentional Community Project (OPTIONAL)

Students will select a historical or contemporary attempt at establishing an intentional community and analyze the political, economic, and social principles underlying the community, along with the reasons for its success and/or failure. The instructor for the course will provide a list of communities that students can use to complete the assignment. Students will be allowed to select an alternative community not found on the list, but this will be contingent upon permission being granted by the instructor.  A student’s response must be between 4-6 pages, double-spaced. This assignment is worth a maximum of 35 points and is due on the last day that our class meets. An email will be sent during the term with further instructions/requirements regarding this project.

Grading


The overall grade for the course will be based on the student’s performance on each of the above assignments. The maximum number of points a student can acquire is 150. 


The grading scale is based on the following point distributions: 135-150=A, 120-134=B, 105-119=C, 90-104=D, 0-89= F. 


Grades will not be based on a curve and will reflect the quality of the work submitted. 


No extra credit opportunities will be available for this course.


CLASSROOM POLICIES


Attendance: 


Attendance is mandatory. There will be only four EXCUSED absences allowed over the course of the semester. Any unexcused absences will result in five points being deducted from your final course grade for each absence.  Attendance will be taken at the start of each class period and after the break during each class; therefore, it is important that you arrive to class on time. Should you happen to arrive late for a particular session, be sure to sign the roster after class so that you are not marked as absent from class.


As of Fall 2014, all faculty members are required to document students' academic activity at the beginning of each course. In order to document that you began this course, please complete the following academic activity by the end of the first week of classes, or as soon as possible after adding the course. Failure to do so will result in a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid. 


The assigned activity for this course requires students to access UCF webcourses and complete the assignment labeled “Student Data Sheet.” The completed data sheet must be submitted to the instructor via UCF webcourses prior to the deadline of 10 JAN 2020.


Make-up Exams:

All students will be expected to take each of the examinations on the scheduled dates. In the event that a student has an excused absence on the date of the exams, he/she will have to take a make-up examination on a date and at a location selected by the instructor. Failure to take the make-up exam on the rescheduled date will result in a score of 0 for the examination.


Academic Honesty:


All forms of academic dishonesty are prohibited at the University of Central Florida.  Academic dishonesty in any portion of your coursework (such as plagiarism on the paper or cheating on an examination) will result, at the very least, in your being assigned a failing grade for the course. If you’re uncertain as to what constitutes cheating or plagiarism or if you have any other concerns related to academic dishonesty, be sure to discuss the matter with the instructor. “Better safe than sorry” is good advice in matters involving academic integrity.


Expected Student Conduct:


The University of Central Florida (UCF) is dedicated not only to the advancement of knowledge and learning but is concerned with the development of responsible personal and social conduct.  By enrolling at UCF, a student assumes the responsibility for becoming familiar with and abiding by the general rules of conduct.  The primary responsibility for managing the classroom environment rests with the faculty.  Students who engage in any prohibited or unlawful acts that result in disruption of a class may be directed by the faculty member to leave the class.   Violation of any classroom or university rules may lead to disciplinary action up to and including expulsion from UCF.   Disciplinary action could include being withdrawn from class, disciplinary warning, probation, suspension, expulsion, or other appropriate and authorized actions.  


COURSE OBJECTIVE & FORMAT:


The purpose of this course is to familiarize students with the evolution of the utopia and dystopia cannon, ranging from works developed in antiquity to modern times. The course will thus be organized around this evolution, which is meant to provide students with the tools necessary to understand the application of these eutopian and dystopian works, both historically and in the contemporary world.

In general, the class will be conducted as a mixture of lecture and discussion and will provide the student with a forum to raise any questions he/she may have concerning the material covered in lectures and in the assigned readings.


Course Outline

Here is a week-by-week list of topics, examination dates, and associated readings.  


DISCLAIMER: The schedule is subject to change if certain topics prove to require more or less time.


Topic 1: Introduction to Political Utopia/Dystopia: establishing a basis for comparison.

Readings: Gregory Claeys and Lyman Tower Sargent, The Utopia Reader, Introduction

Topic 2: Evolution of Utopian Thought: Plato, The Republic

Readings: Plato, The Republic (read entire book)

EXAM 1: 4 FEB 2020

Topic 3: Evolution of Utopia Thought: Thomas More, Utopia

Readings:  Thomas More, Utopia (read entire book)

Topic 4: Evolution of Utopian Thought: Bacon, Campanella, and Harrington

Readings: Gregory Claeys and Lyman Tower Sargent, The Utopia Reader, pp. 106-125, 137-140 


EXAM 2: 5 MARCH 2020

Topic 5: Utopian Socialism

Readings: Gregory Claeys and Lyman Tower Sargent, The Utopia Reader, pp. 192-205, 207-219

Topic 6: Marxism and Utopia

Readings: Gregory Claeys and Lyman Tower Sargent, The Utopia Reader, pp. 227-228

Topic 7: Anarchism and Utopia

Readings:  Gregory Claeys and Lyman Tower Sargent, The Utopia Reader, pp. 170-175, 407-420

EXAM 3: 16 APRIL 2020

Topic 8: Victorian Socialism


Readings: Edward Bellamy, Looking Backward (entire book); Gregory Claeys and Lyman Tower Sargent, The Utopia Reader, pp. 273-29, 312-319


Topic 9: Dystopia


Readings: Aldous Huxley, Brave New World (read entire book); Margaret Atwood, The Handmaid’s Tale (read entire book); Gregory Claeys and Lyman Tower Sargent, The Utopia Reader, 398-407


Topic 10: Modern Utopia


Readings: B.F. Skinner, Walden Two (read entire book) and Ernest Callenbach, Ecoptopia (read entire book)

EXAM 4: 21 APRIL 2020, 4-650PM

I hope you enjoy the class and feel free to contact me if you have any questions.


Special Rules:


In accordance with state and federal law, instructors at the University of Central Florida cannot release information relating to the academic performance of students to persons other than the staff without the student’s written consent. In order for this information to be given out at request of a third party, the student must first sign a consent form to release their educational records. 
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COURSE OUTLINE 
 


PUP 3203 0001 
Spring 2020 


Environmental Politics 
A service-learning course 


School of Politics, Security and International Affairs 
College of Sciences, University of Central Florida 


3 credit hours 
  


 
Instructor: Dr. Daniel Marien. Contact via Daniel.Marien@ucf.edu or course email. 
Teaching Assistant: Mia Warshofsky. Contact via course email.  
 
Meeting times and place: Mon/Wed. 4:30 to 5:50 PM; BA1; room 121 
 
Office: Phillips Hall, room 302. 
 
Office Hours (for the period from 1/6 until 4/20 only) 
 
Mondays from 10:30 AM until 4:00 PM. 
 
Wednesdays from 10:30 AM until 4:00 PM. 
 
Or make an appointment for a phone conversation or Skype connection. I am 
usually available for phone and Skype conversations all day, every day of the week. 
Online students who cannot come to campus for a face to face consultation during 
office hours could greatly benefit from a phone conversation to discuss any issues they 
might have. So, do not hesitate to reach out in this manner. Use course email to make 
an appointment for a phone conversation of  Skype connection.  
 
 
 
I. Course Description  
 


This course provides participants with a broad introduction to environmental 
politics and policy-making at the local, national and international levels. Special 
attention will be paid to three broad areas: (a) bio-diversity; (b) oceans and fresh 
water; (c) energy and climate.  
 
General course themes cutting across all three areas include: (i) the conflict 
between environmentalist and cornucopian perspectives; (ii) the role of problem 



mailto:Daniel.Marien@ucf.edu

mailto:Daniel.Marien@ucf.edu
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definition, values, and institutional fragmentation in environmental policy-making at 
the local, state and national levels. 
 
This course emphasizes learning by doing. Students will actively contribute to the 
work of an environmental organization of their choice. A minimum of 15 hours over 
the semester is required. A final report detailing service-learning activities, 
connecting the host organization’s mission with course’s themes and topics and 
reflecting on one’s personal responsibility towards the environment will complete 
the course.  
 
Students will select a service-learning activity related to one of the three topics 
listed above and specialize a portion of their course readings on that topics.  
 


 
 
II. Course Materials 
 
You need to procure these books: 
  


Stephen Meyer, The End of the Wild. 2006, The MIT Press. ISBN: 978-0-262-
13473-6. 


Judith Layzer, The Environmental Case: Translating Values into Policy. 2016, 
fourth edition only, CQ Press. ISBN: 978-1452239897.  


 
Additional readings will be made available in Webcourses in Files under Assigned 


Readings.  
 
 
 
III. Basic Course Expectations 
 
Students are expected to: (1) procure the textbooks promptly; (2) to attend class 
regularly; (3) to abstain from consulting distracting electronic devices during class; (4) to 
take quizzes and submit postings in due time in normal circumstances; (5) to respect 
the rules of academic honesty, in particular never to present text not their own as their 
own wording. (6) to submit the final report regardless of the number of course points  
they have accumulated. No one can pass the class without submitting a final report on 
their service-learning activity.  
 
 


 
IV. Student Learning Outcomes  
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LO-1:  Students will be able to describe with a high degree of accuracy broad conflicting 
ideas about nature and the role/place of humankind in nature.  
 
LO-2: Students will be able to describe with a high degree of accuracy two conflicting 
views on how economic institutions can accommodate environmental protection, 
namely libertarian privatization of environmental resources and liberal regulation of 
capitalist markets.  
 
LO-3: Students will be able to describe with a high degree of accuracy the actors in 
environmental politics and policy-making at the local/state and national levels both in 
general terms and in the context of their specialized topic.  
 
LO-4: Students will be able to describe with a high degree of accuracy the role of 
problem definition, values, institutions in local and national environmental politics and 
policy-making both in general terms and in the context of their specialized topic.   
 
LO-5: Student will be able to connect the mission, programs and context of the 
organization they volunteer in with course themes as defined above. 
 
LO-6:  Student will be able to articulate insightful thoughts on the meaning of civic 
engagement and one’s own responsibility towards the environment 
 
 
 
V. Assessment Overview 
 


Assessment Overview 
 


WHAT 
Description 


WHEN 
Deadlines 


WORTH 
Points 


WHY 
Purpose 


 
 
 


Before Course  
Perception of 


Environ Issues 
 
 


 
 
 


Friday 1/6, 11:59pm 
Attach file labeled: 


LASTNAME_Before 
 
 
 


 
 
 


1 
 


 
 
 


 


 
 
 


To free up your 
financial aid and to 
prepare your After-
Course Statement 


due at the end of the 
semester.  


 
 


Attendance and 
Participation 


 
Throughout 


the 
semester 


 
10 


 
To foster continued  
engagement with 


course material and 
class discussion.  
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Requires putting all  
distracting electronic 


devices away.  
 


 
 


Weekly Quiz 
Average 


Each quiz is over 20 
points. An average is 
used to compute the 
final course grade  


 


 
 
 
 


 
 
 


20 


 
 


To verify mastery of 
subject matter with 


multiple choice 
questions. 


 


 
Weekly Discussion 


Post Average  
Each weekly post is 
over 30 points. An 
average is used to 
compute the final 


course grade 
 


  
 


30 


 
To verify mastery of 
subject matter with 


reading 
comprehension 
questions and to 


develop evaluation 
of ideas 


 
 
 


Article Bank 
 


Identify and briefly 
summarize media 
sources discussing 
enviro policy and 


politics at the 
local/state levels.  


 
 


 
 
 
 
 


 
 


12 
 
 


 
 


To find and share 
sources on local or 


state enviro 
policy/politics issues 
related to areas of 
service learning in 
view of providing 


material for the Final 
Report.   


 
 


After Course 
Perception of 
Enviro Issues 


 
 


 
 


Tue. 4/21, 11:59 PM 
Upload file labelled: 
LASTNAME_After 


 


 
 


2 


 
 


To foster students’ 
reflection on their 


learning.  


 
 
 


Final Report 
1,500 to 2,500 words 


 
 


Tue. 4/21 
at 11:59 PM 


 
 


25 
 


 
A report detailing 
service-learning 


activities, 
connecting the host 
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Upload a file in 
Dropbox 
Labelled: 


LASTNAME_Essay 
 


organization’s 
mission with 


course’s themes 
and topics and 


reflecting on one’s 
personal 


responsibility 
towards the 


environment. 
 


 
 


HOW TO FIGURE YOUR FINAL COURSE GRADE: 
 
The grade totals in the Canvas Grade Book can be misleading. To figure out your 
standing in the course, follow the simple method described below. 
 
Enter your personal scores for these values:   
 


Before/After     (over     3 points) 
+ Attendance/Participation  (over 10 points) 
+ Bi-Weekly Quiz aver.  (over   20 points) 
+    Bi-Weekly Post aver.   (over   30 points) 
+   Contributions to Article Bank  (over   12 points) 
+   Final Essay    (over   25 points)    
________________________________________   
=   Total Points Earned   (over 100 points) 
 
Then convert that numerical total into a letter grade in accordance with the Grading 
Scale below.  
 
 


Grading Scale (%) 
94-100  A 
90-93   A- 
87-89       B+ 
84-86  B 
80-83   B- 
77-79   C+ 
74-76  C 
70-73   C- 
67-69    D+ 
64-66  D 
60-63   D- 
0 - 59  F 
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HOW TO FIGURE YOUR COURSE GRADE 
BEFORE THE SEMESTER IS OVER 


 
You cannot predict exactly what course grade you will receive at the end of the 
semester since some assignments are still outstanding at this time. But you may get a 
sense of where you stand by using the formula above and adapt it to the scores that 
are known at the time you make this calculation. It is all very simple. Recalculate the 
denominator for the known scores and compare the known scores to that. Transform 
that fraction into a percentage and it will give you an idea of “where you stand” in the 
course so far.   
 
Thus: 
You average out your quiz scores                 = ?? over 20  + 
Then add you the average for your Disc Post scores     = ?? over 30  + 
Then you add your Before Course score        =   ? over   1  + 
Then you add your Attendance/participation score  =  ?? over 10 + 
Your contributions to the Article Bank score   =  ?? over 12 +  
________________________________________________________ 
New denominator:           ?? over 73 TEMP TOTAL 
 
For example: 
Assuming that your known scores add up to 60, then that is 60 (numerator) over 73 
(denominator), or 60/73. To obtain a percentage: 60 divided by 73 = 0.82 or 82%.   
 
Of course, it not entirely legitimate to project from there that you will necessarily receive 
82% (B--) as the final course grade since scores for some assignments are still 
outstanding. You may get strong scores in the remaining assignments and cross over in 
A territory. Or you may do a poor job on these assignments and drop in C territory. Still, 
this simple calculation can give you an idea of where you stand in the class at a given 
moment before the semester ends.  
 
 
 
 
 
VII. Course Prerequisites 
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Course prerequisites include an open mind and a readiness to reflect on the 
subject matter. There are no prerequisites in the sense of having completed 
specific previous courses beyond English Composition.  


 
VIII.  Course Credits 
         3 credits 
 
 
IX.  Course Schedule 
 


The Weekly Discussion Board updates the Course Outline: in case of a 
discrepancy between the Course Outline and the Discussion Board of the 
week, the Board is correct.  


 
 
  
Week 1 , Monday 1/6 and Wed. 1/8: Introduction 
 


• Introduction.  
 
Week 2 , Monday 1/13 and Wed. 1/15: End of the Wild 
 
DEADLINE: Quiz and discussion posts are due on Monday 1/27  at 11:59 PM.  
 
Stephen Meyer, The End of the Wild.  
 
 
Week 3, Wed. 1/22 (Monday 1/20 is a UCF holiday) 
 
Stephen Meyer, The End of the Wild.  
David Suzuki, Declaration of Interdependence.  
 
DEADLINE: Quiz and discussion posts are due on Monday 1/27  at 11:59 PM.  
 
 
Week 4, 1/27 and 1/29: The Trouble with Wilderness 
 
Cronon, The Trouble with Wilderness or Getting Back to the Wrong Nature. 
Merchant, The Death of Nature 
 
DEADLINE: Quiz and discussion posts are due on Monday 2/3 at 11:59 PM.  
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Week 5, 2/3 and 2/5: Economic Institutions and the 
Environment: To Privatize or to Regulate? 
 
Rothbard, The Libertarian Manifesto on Pollution. 
Partridge, With Liberty for Some. 
Speth, The Market: Making it Work for the Environment.  
 
DEADLINE: Quiz and discussion posts are due on Monday 2/10 at 11:59 PM.  
 
 
 
 
Weeks 6-7: Policy-Making Framework and the Foundations of 
Modern U.S. Environmental Policies 
 
 
Layzer, chapter 1 and 2.  
 
DEADLINE: Quiz and Discussion Posts are due on Monday 3/24 at 11:59 PM.  
 
 
Weeks 8-12: Case Studies in Environmental Policy Conflict. 
 
DEADLINE: Quiz and Discussion Posts are due on Monday 3/9 and 3/30 at 11:59 
PM.  
 
 
BIODIVERSITY 
 
Layzer, chapter 6 Oil versus Wilderness in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge 
Layzer, chapter 8 Jobs versus the Environment: Saving the Northern Spotted Owl. 
 
 
OCEANS AND FRESH WATER 
 
Layzer chapter 10 New England Fisheries  
Layzer, chapter 11 Deepwater Horizon. 
 
 
ENERGY AND CLIMATE 
 
Read Layzer chapter 12 Climate Change. 
Read Layzer chapter 16: Post-Katrina: Lessons from a Disaster.  
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Weeks 13-14-15: 3/30 to 4/21: Article Bank and Report 
Composition 
 
No assigned readings for this period 
During these sessions, the instructor will provide guidance on report composition. 
Attendance, as usual, is compulsory and credited.  
 
 
Final Report due Tuesday 4/21 at 11:59 PM. 


 
After Course Perception/Knowledge of Enviro Issue also due 
on 4/21.  
 
 
 
X. Policy Statements 
 
Make-up Exams and Assignments 
Per university policy, you are allowed to submit make-up work (or an equivalent, 
alternate assignment) for university-sponsored events, religious observances, or legal 
obligations (such as jury duty). If this participation conflicts with your course 
assignments, I will offer a reasonable opportunity for you to complete missed 
assignments and/or exams. The make-up assignment and grading scale will be 
equivalent to the missed assignment and its grading scale. Please contact me ahead of 
time to notify me of upcoming needs. 
 
Can’t make the deadline for other reasons than those listed above? Contact the 
instructor with an explanation and a request for a specific deadline extension.  
 
Note that my flexibility on deadline vanishes with the approach of the end of the 
semester.  
 
 
Academic Integrity 
Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of Conduct. According to 
Section 1, "Academic Misconduct," students are prohibited from engaging in: 


• Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, 
information or study aids in any academic exercise unless specifically authorized 
by the instructor of record. The unauthorized possession of examination or 
course-related material also constitutes cheating. 



http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/process/roc

http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/process/roc
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• Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral means: The 
presentation of material which has not been studied or learned, but rather was 
obtained through someone else’s efforts and used as part of an examination, 
course assignment, or project. 


• Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to another 
person, student, and/or uploading course material to a third-party vendor without 
authorization or without the express written permission of the university and the 
instructor. Course materials include but are not limited to class notes, Instructor’s 
PowerPoints, course syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, instruction sheets, homework, 
study guides, handouts, etc. 


• Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work. 
• Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the 


source, thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the 
student’s own. 


• Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than 
once without the express written permission of the instructor. 


• Helping another violate academic behavior standards. 
• Marien’s addition to UCF policy: the listing of works cited but not materially 


used in a post or essay also constitutes a breach of academic honesty. It 
misrepresents the depth of research done.  


 
For more information about Academic Integrity, students may consult The Center for 
Academic Integrity. 
For more information about plagiarism and misuse of sources, see “Defining and 
Avoiding Plagiarism: The WPA Statement on Best Practices”. 
Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating 
Students should also familiarize themselves with the procedures for academic 
misconduct in UCF’s student handbook, The Golden Rule. UCF faculty members have 
a responsibility for students’ education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to 
prevent unethical behavior and when necessary respond to academic misconduct. 
Penalties can include a failing grade in an assignment or in the course, suspension or 
expulsion from the university, and/or a "Z Designation" on a student’s official transcript 
indicating academic dishonesty, where the final grade for this course will be preceded 
by the letter Z. For more information about the Z Designation, see 
http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade. 
 
Turinitin.com:  
In this course the instructor may utilize turnitin.com, an automated system which 
instructors can use to quickly and easily compare each student's assignment with 
billions of web sites, as well as an enormous database of student papers that grows 
with each submission. The instructor submits your texts to Turnitin at his discretion. 
Student found guilty of plagiarism will receive a failing grade for the entire course and 
may incur additional penalties.  
 
In particular, weekly postings must be original. To ensure originality, students are 
not able to view classmates’ posts before they have themselves posted in the 



http://www.academicintegrity.org/icai/assets/FVProject.pdf

http://www.academicintegrity.org/icai/assets/FVProject.pdf

http://www.academicintegrity.org/icai/assets/FVProject.pdf

http://www.academicintegrity.org/icai/assets/FVProject.pdf

http://wpacouncil.org/node/9

http://wpacouncil.org/node/9

http://wpacouncil.org/node/9

http://wpacouncil.org/node/9

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/docs/goldenrule.pdf

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/docs/goldenrule.pdf

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade
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Discussion Board. Students are also not able to edit their postings after having posted it 
in the Discussion Board. It is strongly recommended that you compose your post in 
a word processing file, review it there for content and style and only then paste 
the final product in the Discussion Board. 
 
Quizzes are individual exercises with open access to the materials but limited time to 
answer the questions.  
 
Course Accessibility Statement 
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all 
persons with disabilities. Students with disabilities who need disability-related access in 
this course should contact the professor as soon as possible. Students should also 
connect with Student Accessibility Services (Ferrell Commons 185, sas@ucf.edu, 
phone (407) 823-2371). Through Student Accessibility Services, a Course Accessibility 
Letter may be created and sent to professors, which informs faculty of potential access 
and accommodations that might be reasonable. Determining reasonable access and 
accommodations requires consideration of the course design, course learning 
objectives and the individual academic and course barriers experienced by the student. 
 
Campus Safety Statement 
Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise in our class, everyone needs 
to work together. Students should be aware of the surroundings and familiar with some 
basic safety and security concepts. 


• In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance. 
• Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall 


near the door. Please make a note of the guide’s physical location and consider 
reviewing the online version at http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html.  


• Students should know the evacuation routes from each of their classrooms and 
have a plan for finding safety in case of an emergency. 


• If there is a medical emergency during class, we may need to access a first aid 
kit or AED (Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those items are 
located in this building, see http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/workplacesafety.html (click on 
link from menu on left).  


• To stay informed about emergency situations, sign up to receive UCF text alerts 
by going to my.ucf.edu and logging in. Click on "Student Self Service" located on 
the left side of the screen in the tool bar, scroll down to the blue "Personal 
Information" heading on your Student Center screen, click on "UCF Alert," fill out 
the information, including your e-mail address, cell phone number, and cell 
phone provider, click "Apply" to save the changes, and then click "OK." 


• Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with 
their instructors outside of class. 


• To learn about how to manage an active-shooter situation on campus or 
elsewhere, consider viewing this video. You CAN Survive an Active Shooter 
 


Deployed Active Duty Military Students 



http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

mailto:sas@ucf.edu

mailto:sas@ucf.edu

http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html

http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html

http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/workplacesafety.html

http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/workplacesafety.html

http://my.ucf.edu/

http://my.ucf.edu/

https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk

https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk
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If you are a deployed active duty military student and feel that you may need a special 
accommodation due to that unique status, please contact your instructor to discuss your 
circumstances. 
 
Copyright 
This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, 
images, text materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use 
doctrine in order to enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, 
download or distribute these items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for 
this online classroom environment and your use only. All copyright materials are 
credited to the copyright holder. 
 
Third-Party Software and FERPA 
During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or 
software applications sometimes called third-party software such as a blog or wiki. 
While some of these could be required assignments, you need not make any personally 
identifying information on a public site. Do not post or provide any private information 
about yourself or your classmates. Where appropriate you may use a pseudonym or 
nickname. Some written assignments posted publicly may require personal 
reflection/comments, but the assignments will not require you to disclose any personally 
identity-sensitive information. If you have any concerns about this, please contact your 
instructor.   
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PUP 3204, Sustainability 
Environmental politics through the lens of “sustainability.” Attention devoted to the 
relationships of culture, economics, and ecology. 


  


Term:Spring 2020, Credit Hours:3 


Class Time and Location: Tuesday and Thursday from 9.00pm to 10.15pm in CB1, 
room 319 


Class mode:traditional in person lectures and student led 
discussions/presentations  (Face to Face) 


Instructor:Dr. Jacopo Baggio 


Graduate Teaching Assistant: Victoria Maxwell 


Office Hours: In Person: Tuesday 11am to 1pm, Online: Thursday 11 am to 1pm, 
other times upon appointment 


Office:HPH 302  (Howard Phillips Hall), UCF Main Campus - ask front desk for exact 
office location 


  


All course-related issues have to be sent through Webcourses@UCF (Canvas); 
any questions not related to the course can be sent to my email address. All 
communication will be answered in 24 hr (except during holidays). 
Communication initiated Friday after 5pm may not receive a reply until Monday. 


Email:jacopo.baggio@ucf.edu(only for urgent communication NOT related to the 
course. All course related communication needs to happen via Canvas). 


SYLLABUS DISCLAIMER: 
This syllabus is NOT a contract. All parts of this syllabus can be amended by the 
instructor given students' educational needs and assessment. Any change to the 
syllabus will be announced via canvas. 


Course Introduction 
 Today the world is changing at an unprecedented rate. Changes are coming fast, due 
to environmental, technological and socio-economic changes. Sustainability, 
concerned with issues relating to the ability of present society to enjoy resources and 
levels of wealth, while not jeopardizing the ability of future generations to do so, is 
becoming more prominent. 







The objective of this course is giving students the ability to critically think around 
issues related to sustainability, increase knowledge on issues related to socio-
economic, political, demographic processes as well as environmental ones concerning 
the sustainable use of resources, and be able to present concisely and clearly 
problems and potential solutions to current and possible future concerns related to 
“sustainability”. 


Course Description 
This course is an introduction to concepts related to sustainability, resilience and 
common pool resources. The course will focus on introducing concepts, metrics and 
examples of issues and problems that fall under the umbrella of “sustainability” with a 
focus on managing common pool resources sustainably and an introduction to 
resilience and social-ecological systems. Both traditional lecture and student led 
lectures/presentation will be used in this class. 


Student Learning Outcomes 
By the end of the semester student should be more familiar with pressing issues 
related to sustainability, understand what social dilemmas are and trade-offs that exist 
when dealing with “sustainability” as well as “resilience” and have a more holistic view 
related to problem solving and the environment. Further, by the end of the course, 
students should be: 


• Familiar with concepts related to sustainability (sustainability, equity, legitimacy, 
fairness etc.), common pool resources (social dilemmas, common pool resource 
systems etc.), and resilience (social-ecological systems, resilience, vulnerability 
etc.) 


• Able to read peer-reviewed literature, and critically assess it and discuss it. 
• Able to search for added information using proper peer-reviewed literature (e.g. via 


google scholar, or the library, or ISI web of knowledge etc.) 


Finally, students will be evaluated via: 


• Two Group presentation (topic of your choice) 
• Two 1000-word essays (topic of your choice) 
• Mid-Term and Final Exam 


Expectations 
It is expected that students come prepared to lectures. This means that students are 
expected to have read the material provided prior the traditional lecture class. 
Students should engage with all the material provided and are strongly encouraged 
to search for additional materials. In other words: read the text assigned, think and 
critically assess the readings, prepare for your group presentation by adding resources 







to the ones presented in class. The exams will be based only on the material of the 
lectures, not on the individual/group presentations. You are expected to participate 
within your group and positively contribute to group work. You are also expected to 
turn in the assignments on time and contribute positively to in-class discussions. 


In this course we will utilize turnitin.com, an automated system which instructors can 
use to quickly and easily compare each student's assignment with billions of web sites, 
as well as an enormous database of student papers that grows with each submission. 
Accordingly, you will be expected to submit assignments through the Canvas 
Assignment Tool in electronic format. After the assignment is processed, as an 
instructor I receive a report from turnitin.com that states if and how another author’s 
work was used in the assignment. For a more detailed look at this process, 
visit http://www.turnitin.com. 


Required Books 
1. Sustainability: The Basics by Peter Jacques,  
2. Sustaining the Commons, Anderies and Janssen freely available here: 


http://sustainingthecommons.asu.edu\ 


Grades 
A maximum of 100 points is given in this course. You will be evaluated via 2 
presentations,  2 essays and 2 peer reviews that will assess your ability to critically 
think and engage with the material proposed as well as searching for material other 
than the one presented in class. Exams will be based on course content that 
comprises only the traditional lectures and material covered and assigned in class by 
the instructor. 


Excusable late assignments and make up work conditions: Only for medical 
reasons or for UCF excusable events. 


Late assignments: Late not-excused assignments will be penalized 1 point every 6 
hours, after 48hr passed the deadline, assignments will not be considered and 
evaluated 0 points. 


Details of presentations and essays will be discussed in class, and/or via 
Webcourses@UCF (Canvas) conversation boards. 


Presentations are valued  15 points each. 
Presentation on topics assigned. Presentation evaluation will take into account content 
(you will need to research new content that goes beyond what has been done in class), 
style and flow of the presentation as well as the delivery and the ability to discuss and 
reply to questions. 







• Presentations will need to be done in groups of max 5 people. 
• There will be 2 presentations that you will need to deliver, one of normal length, and 


one “short” presentation. 
• The first presentation will be a 7 minutes presentation with 3 minutes for questions 
• The second presentation will be a 12 minutes presentation with 3 minutes for 


questions 
• Each participant to a group will need to present in order to get a grade. 
• Each participant of the group will need to be indicated as an author of the 


presentation on the presentation title page in order to get a grade, 
• Each participant of the group will need to state her/his contribution on the title page 


in order to get a grade 


Presentations will be evaluated on: 


• Content - based on the topic of your choice and how well you relate it to course 
content 


• Overall logical flow of the presentation 
• Use of introductory and concluding paragraph 
• Consistency of the presentation (is it one presentation or is it a puzzle/collage of 


multiple not "well related" presentations?) 


Essays are valued 20 points each 
All Essays will be submitted to Turnitin, avoid plagiarism! Essays can not be 
copied, that is, even if quoted appropriately, if more than 20% of your essay is 
quoted/copied, your essay will be penalized from 5 points to all the possible 
points (15). 


Essays are can be done on the topic of your choice. You can also base your essay on 
the group presentation but note that essays are individual work. They should be: 


• Maximum 1000 words 
• Formatting: 


o Line spacing: 1.5 
o Font: Times New Roman or Arial or Calibri 
o Font Size: 11 or 12 


• Contain at least 5 peer reviewed article outside the once assigned. These article will 
need to be appropriately referenced (either APA or Chicago style referencing must 
be used). 


Essays will be evaluated on: 


• Content - based on the topic of your choice and how well you relate it to course 
content 


• Overall logical flow of the essay 







• Correct use of sources (at least 5 sources outside the once assigned and optional 
readings of the syllabus, plus sources that are present in the syllabus)  


• Concluding paragraph in which the student evaluates the argument, the views and 
draws her/his own conclusions. 


Exams are valued 15 points each 
Basedon knowledgeofthereadingsandmodules. Exams will be in the form of multiple 
choice questions AND open-ended questions 


Assignment Submission 
Group presentations,  Essays and Peer Reviews will need to be submitted via 
Webcourses@UCF. They will need to be uploaded as pdf, power point files or word-
documents. Any other file format will not be taken into consideration. All assignments 
(group and individual once) must to be uploaded individually by each class participant. 
Exams will be on Webcourses@UCF (quizzes) 


  


Summary of Assignment, points and due dates 


Due Date Assignment Max 
Points Submitting Assignment 


Week 4, 
CB01, Upload by Jan 
26th at 11.59pm - 
prior in-class delivery 


7+3 Presentation 15 
In-class delivery and upload 
presentation on 
Webcourses@Ucf 


Week 5, Feb. 7th at 
11.59pm 


1000 word First 
Essay 20 Upload essay on 


Webcourses@Ucf 


Week 8, March 4th Mid-Term Exam 15 On Webcourses@Ucf 


Week 13 CB01 
Upload by April 5th 
at 11.59pm - prior in-
class delivery 


12+3 
Presentation 15 


In-class delivery and upload 
presentation on 
Webcourses@Ucf 







Week 14, April 17th 
at 11.59pm 


1000 word 
Second Essay 20 Upload essay on 


Webcourses@Ucf 


Last week of April (as 
of now, April 22nd) Final-Exam 15 On Webcourses@Ucf 


  


Grade Conversion (Points acquired in this course to 
Letter )  
Grade Points 
Acquired Grade 


=>95 A 


=>90 A- 


=>85 B+ 


=>80 B 


=>75 B- 


=>70 C+ 


=>65 C 


=>60 C- 


=>50 D 


< 50 F 


  


Grade Dissemination 







Grades will be recorded and posted in Webcourses@UCF and will follow student data 
classification and security standards 


Extra Credit: NOextra credit will be offered during this course. 


  


Course Schedule and important dates 
This course schedule as well as the syllabus can change depending on class 
educational needs. Some topics / skills may require more time than envisioned and in 
such cases the course schedule will be adjusted. All readings except the books 
required, will be uploaded into Canvas. In bold the readings that are considered 
necessary and mandatory. 


  


Block 1: Basic concepts and principles 
Week 1:  


1. T: First day of class: 
o Introduction to the course. What we will do, what is expected, what are the aims 


and objectives and the philosophy behind the teaching of this course 
o Establishing groups for presentations - canvas groups 
o How and where to search and how to read a peer-reviewed article. 


2. TH: – Drop swap deadline and academic activity confirmation due tomorrow 
1/10 
o Introduction of basic concepts: What is sustainability? 
o How to do reference an essay correctly (important for using sources correctly) 
o Webcourses@UCF academic activity confirmation assignment. 


3. Fr, Jan 10 - Academic Activity Confirmation - Take the Quiz! 


Readings: 


• Jacques,Sustainability:TheBasics, Chapter1 
• Goodland, R. (1995). The Concept of Environmental Sustainability. Annual Review 


of Ecology and Systematics, 26(1), 1–
24. http://doi.org/10.1146/annurev.es.26.110195.000245 


• Dixon, J. A., & Fallon, L. A. (1989). The concept of sustainability: Origins, 
extensions, and usefulness for policy. Society and Natural Resources, 2(1), 73–
84. http://doi.org/10.1080/08941928909380675 


Week 2:  


1. Tuesday :  







o Introduction of basic concepts. What are the commons? 
o How to do a peer review 


2. Thursday: 
o Sustainability principles: what are “sustainability principles”? 
o Discussions in groups - Time to work on presentations 


Readings: 


• Anderies and Janssen, Sustaining the Commons, Chapter 1.1 to 1.4 (1.5 is an 
outline of the book) 


• Jacques,Sustainability:The Basics,Chapter2  
• Hardin, G. (1968). The Tragedy of the Commons. Science, 162(3859), 1243–


1248. http://doi.org/10.1126/science.162.3859.1243 
• Dietz, T. (2003). Struggle to Govern the Commons. Science, 302(5652), 1907–


1912. http://doi.org/10.1126/science.1091015 
• Princen, T. (2003). Principles for Sustainability: From Cooperation and Efficiency to 


Sufficiency. Global Environmental Politics, 3(1), 33–
50. http://doi.org/10.1162/152638003763336374 


Week 3:  


1. Tuesday: 
o Design principles for common pool resource systems: 
o What are the design principles and can they “predict”/increase the likelihood of 


successful common pool resource systems? 
o Time to work on your presentation in class (if there is time left 


2. Thursday: 
o Work on your presentation in class if you need more time. 


3. Sunday, January 26th, Upload presentations individual on Webcourses@UCF  


Readings: 


• Anderies and Janssen, Sustaining the Commons, Chapter 7 
• Cox, M., Arnold, G., & Tomás, S. V. (2010). A Review of Design Principles for 


Community-based Natural Resource Management. Ecology & Society, 15(4), 
19. 


• Baggio, J. A., Barnett, A. J., Perez-Ibara, I., Brady, U., Ratajczyk, E., Rollins, N., 
… Janssen, M. A. (2016). Explaining success and failure in the commons: The 
configural nature of Ostrom’s institutional design principles. International 
Journal of the Commons, 10(2). http://doi.org/10.18352/ijc.634 


• Barnett, A. J., Baggio, J. A., Shin, H. C., Yu, D. J., Perez-Ibarra, I., Rubinos, C., … 
Janssen, M. A. (2016). An iterative approach to case study analysis: insights from 
qualitative analysis of quantitative inconsistencies. International Journal of the 
Commons, 10(2), 467–494. http://doi.org/10.18352/ijc.632 







 Week 4:  


1. Tuesday - January 28th: 7+3 minutes Presentations: or work on presentation 
in class depending on number of students. Each group that is presenting, will be 
tasked with finding examples/issues/problems related to the basic concepts and 
principles explained so far. It is up to the groups to find additional material and 
present it to the audience. Each group will have 7 minutes to present and 3 minutes 
for questions. The whole week will be dedicated to these presentations. 


2. Thursday - January  30th: 7+3 minutes Presentations: Each group that is 
presenting, will be tasked with finding examples/issues/problems related to the 
basic concepts and principles explained so far. It is up to the groups to find 
additional material and present it to the audience. Each group will have 7 minutes 
to present and 3 minutes for questions. The whole week will be dedicated to these 
presentations. 


  


Block 2: Measuring sustainability and social dilemmas 
Week 5: 


1. Tuesday:  
o Measuring Sustainability. 
o Can we, and how can we measure sustainability? 


2. Thursday: 
o Planetary boundaries. 
o Is there, and what is the relationship (if one) between sustainability, its 


measurement and the planetary boundaries? 
3. Essay 1 due at the end of the week, Friday, Feb 7th 11.59pm. 


Readings: 


• Jacques,Sustainability:TheBasics, Chapter4 
• Steffen, W., Richardson, K., Rockstrom, J., Cornell, S. E., Fetzer, I., Bennett, E. 


M., … Sorlin, S. (2015). Planetary boundaries: Guiding human development on 
a changing planet. Science,347(6223), 1259855–
1259855. http://doi.org/10.1126/science.1259855 


• Jacques,Sustainability:TheBasics,Chapter3 
• Bradshaw, C. J. A., & Brook, B. W. (2014). Human population reduction is not a 


quick fix for environmental problems. Proceedings of the National Academy of 
Sciences, 111(46), 16610–16615. http://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1410465111 


• Rockström, J., Steffen, W. L., Noone, K., Persson, Å., Chapin, F. S., Lambin, E., … 
Foley, J. (2009). Planetary Boundaries: Exploring the Safe Operating Space for 
Humanity Recommended Citation. Ecology and Society, 14(2), 472–
475. http://doi.org/10.1038/461472a 







Week 6:  


1. Tuesday:  
o Sustainability, overshoot and collapse. 
o Is there and what is the role for ethics, justice, values and culture in 


sustainability? 
o Can you relate the examples with planetary boundaries on a smaller scale? 


2. Thursday: 
o Ethical debates in sustainability and the importance of legitimacy, equity and 


fairness in outcome and processes 
o Recap how to do a peer review 


Readings:  


• Jacques,Sustainability:TheBasics, Chapter5 
• Jacques,Sustainability:The Basics,Chapter 7 
• Tainter, J. A. (2006). Archaeology of Overshoot and Collapse. Annual Review 


of Anthropology, 35(1), 59–
74. http://doi.org/10.1146/annurev.anthro.35.081705.123136 


• Adger, W. N., Brown, K., Fairbrass, J., Jordan, A., Paavola, J., Rosendo, S., & 
Seyfang, G. (2003). Governance for sustainability: Towards a “thick” analysis of 
environmental decisionmaking. Environment and Planning A, 35(6), 1095–
1110. http://doi.org/10.1068/a35289 


• Wackernagel, M., Schulz, N. B., Deumling, D., Linares, A. C., Jenkins, M., Kapos, 
V., … Randers, J. (2002). Tracking the ecological overshoot of the human 
economy. Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, 99(14), 9266–
9271. http://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.142033699 


• Arrow, K., Dasgupta, P., Goulder, L., Daily, G., Ehrlich, P., Heal, G., … Walker, B. 
(2004). Are We Consuming Too Much? Journal of Economic Perspectives, 18(3), 
147–172. http://doi.org/10.1257/0895330042162377 


Week 7:  


1. Tuesday: 
o What are social dilemmas? 


2. Thursday: 
o Examples of social dilemmas in the field and in the lab 
o Irrigation systems 
o Forestry 
o Fishery 


Readings: 







• Anderies and Janssen, Sustaining the Commons, Chapter 4 (Disclaimer: some 
concepts presented here are introduced in chapter 2 and 3 of the same book, so 
you may want to quickly skim those chapters as well). 


• Anderies and Janssen, Sustaining the Commons, Chapter 5  
• Anderies and Janssen, Sustaining the Commons, Chapter 6  
• Anderies and Janssen, Sustaining the Commons, Chapter 7 
• Anderies and Janssen, Sustaining the Commons, Chapter 8 
• Janssen, M. A., Holahan, R., Lee, A., & Ostrom, E. (2010). Lab experiments for the 


study of social-ecological systems. Science,328(5978), 613–617. 
http://doi.org/10.1126/science.1183532 


• Baggio, J. A., Rollins, N. D., Pérez, I., & Janssen, M. A. (2015). Irrigation 
experiments in the lab: Trust, environmental variability, and collective 
action. Ecology and Society, 20(4), 12. http://doi.org/10.5751/ES-07772-200412 


• Janssen, M. A., Bousquet, F., Cardenas, J. C., Castillo, D., & Worrapimphong, K. 
(2012). Field experiments on irrigation dilemmas. Agricultural Systems, 109, 65-75. 


 Week 8:  


• Midterm on March 4th! No class 


  


Block 3: System Thinking, Social-Ecological Systems 
and Resilience 


Week 9:  


1. Tuesday:  
o A system perspective to understand common pool resources and, more 


generally, sustainability 
2. Thursday: 


o Introducing Social Ecological Systems  


Readings: 


• Anderies and Janssen, Sustaining the Commons, Chapter 12 
• Anderies and Janssen, Sustaining the Commons, Chapter 13 
• Perrings, C. (1998). Introduction: Resilience and sustainability. Environment and 


Development Economics, 3(2), 221–262. 
http://doi.org/10.1017/S1355770X98210126 


• Folke, C. (2006). Resilience: The emergence of a perspective for social-ecological 
systems analyses. Global Environmental Change, 16(3), 253–267. 
http://doi.org/10.1016/j.gloenvcha.2006.04.002 







• Holling, C. S., Folke, C., Gunderson, L., & Mäler, K.-G. (2000). Resilience of 
Ecosystems, Economic Systems and Institutions - Final Report 


• Anderies, J. M., Janssen, M. A., & Ostrom, E. (2004). A framework to analyze the 
robustness of social-ecological systems from an institutional perspective. Ecology 
and society,9(1), 18. 


Week 10:  


1. Tuesday:  
o Governance of Social Ecological Systems 


2. Thursday– Grade Forgiveness and Withdrawal Deadline is Today!  
o Resilience “principles” for ecosystem management 
o Resilience of what to what?... and for whom? 


Readings: 


• Biggs, R., Schlüter, M., Biggs, D., Bohensky, E. L., BurnSilver, S., Cundill, G., … 
West, P. C. (2012). Toward Principles for Enhancing the Resilience of 
Ecosystem Services. Annual Review of Environment and Resources, 37(1), 
421–448. http://doi.org/10.1146/annurev-environ-051211-123836 


• Carpenter, S., Walker, B., Anderies, J. M., & Abel, N. (2001). From Metaphor to 
Measurement: Resilience of What to What? Ecosystems,4(8), 765–
781. http://doi.org/10.1007/s10021-001-0045-9 


• Carpenter, S. R., Brock, W. A., Folke, C., van Nes, E. H., & Scheffer, M. (2015). 
Allowing variance may enlarge the safe operating space for exploited 
ecosystems. Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, 112(46), 14384–
14389. http://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1511804112 


• Anderies, J. M. (2015). Managing variance: Key policy challenges for the 
Anthropocene. Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, 112(46), 14402–
14403. http://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1519071112 


Week 11: 


1. Tuesday:  
o Scenarios of Sustainability, negotiating policies based on concepts learned in 


class 
2. Thursday:  


o Scenarios of Sustainability, negotiating policies based on concepts learned in 
class 


Readings: 







• Folke, C., Biggs, R., Norström, A. V., Reyers, B., & Rockström, J. (2016). Social-
ecological resilience and biosphere-based sustainability science. Ecology and 
Society, 21(3), art41. http://doi.org/10.5751/ES-08748-210341 


• Jacques, Sustainability the Basics, Chapter 6 
• Schoon, M., & Cox, M. E. (2018). Collaboration, adaptation, and scaling: 


Perspectives on environmental governance for sustainability. Sustainability 
(Switzerland),10(3). http://doi.org/10.3390/su10030679 


• Schoon, M., Robards, M. D., Brown, K., Engle, N., Meek, C. L., & Biggs, R. 
(2015). Politics and the resilience of ecosystem services. Principles for 
Building Resilience: Sustaining Ecosystem Services in Social-Ecological 
Systems, 32–49. http://doi.org/10.1017/CBO9781316014240.003 


• Olsson, P., Galaz, V., & Boonstra, W. J. (2014). Sustainability transformations: A 
resilience perspective. Ecology and Society, 19(4). http://doi.org/10.5751/ES-
06799-190401 


• Bahadur, A., & Tanner, T. (2014). Transformational resilience thinking: Putting 
people, power and politics at the heart of urban climate resilience. Environment and 
Urbanization, 26(1), 200–214. http://doi.org/10.1177/0956247814522154 


Week 12:  


1. Tuesday:  
o Think global, act local?  


2. Thursday: 
o Summary/Recap so far 
o Work in class on second group presentation 


3. Upload your presentation on Webcourses@UCF by Sunday, April 7th at 
11.59pm 


Readings: 


• Anderies and Janssen, Sustaining the Commons, Chapter 14 
• Adger, W. N., Hallie Eakin, & Winkels, A. (2009). Nested and teleconnected 


vulnerabilities to environmental change. Frontiers in Ecology and the 
Environment, 7(3), 150–157. http://doi.org/10.1890/070148 


Week 13:  


1. Tuesday - April 7th: Group-Presentations or work on presentation in class, 
depending on number of students/groups : Each group that is presenting, will be 
tasked with finding examples/issues/problems related to resilience, sustainability 
and trade-offs. It is up to the groups to find additional material and present it to the 
audience. Each group will have 12 minutes to present and 3 minutes for questions. 
The whole week will be dedicated to these presentations. 







2. Thursday - April 9th: Group-Presentations:Each group that is presenting, will be 
tasked with finding examples/issues/problems related to resilience, sustainability 
and trade-offs. It is up to the groups to find additional material and present it to the 
audience. Each group will have 12 minutes to present and 3 minutes for questions. 
The whole week will be dedicated to these presentations. 


Week 14: 


1. Tuesday:  
o Cognitive abilities and group adaptability to ecological changes  


2. Thursday:  
o Buffer day - topic of student choice. 


3. Second Essay is Due Friday, April 17th at 11.59pm 


 Week 15: 


1. Tuesday: Prepare for the final exam and essay discussions – open question and 
answers 


2. -No class - Exam due on April 24th at 3.50pm 


  


Academic Integrity 
The Center for Academic Integrity (CAI) defines academic integrity as a commitment, 
even in the face of adversity, to five fundamental values: honesty, trust, fairness, 
respect, and responsibility. From these values flow principles of behavior that enable 
academic communities to translate ideals into action. 


http://www.academicintegrity.org/icai/assets/FVProject.pdf 


  


UCF Creed: Integrity, scholarship, community, creativity, and excellence are the core 
values that guide our conduct, performance, and decisions. 


1. Integrity: I will practice and defend academic and personal honesty. 
2. Scholarship: I will cherish and honor learning as a fundamental purpose of my 


membership in the UCF community. 
3. Community: I will promote an open and supportive campus environment by 


respecting the rights and contributions of every individual. 
4. Creativity: I will use my talents to enrich the human experience. 
5. Excellence: I will strive toward the highest standards of performance in any 


endeavor I undertake. 


  







The following definitions of plagiarism and misuse of sources comes from the Council 
of Writing Program Administrators <http://wpacouncil.org/node/9> and has been 
adopted by UCF’s Department of Writing & Rhetoric. 


  


Plagiarism 
In an instructional setting, plagiarism occurs when a writer deliberately uses someone 
else’s language, ideas, or other original (not common-knowledge) material without 
acknowledging its source. This definition applies to texts published in print or on-line, 
to manuscripts, and to the work of other student writers. 


  


Misuse of Sources 
A student who attempts (even if clumsily) to identify and credit his or her source, but 
who misuses a specific citation format or incorrectly uses quotation marks or other 
forms of identifying material taken from other sources, has not plagiarized. Instead, 
such a student should be considered to have failed to cite and document sources 
appropriately. 


  


Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or 
Cheating 


UCF faculty members have a responsibility for your education and the value of a UCF 
degree, and so seek to prevent unethical behavior and when necessary respond to 
infringements of academic integrity. Penalties can include a failing grade in an 
assignment or in the course, suspension or expulsion from the university, and/or a "Z 
Designation" on a student's official transcript indicating academic dishonesty, where 
the final grade for this course will be preceded by the letter Z. For more information 
about the Z Designation, see http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade. 


For more information about UCF's Rules of Conduct, 
see http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/. 


  


Unauthorized Use of Class Materials 
There are many fraudulent websites claiming to offer study aids to students but are 
actually cheat sites. They encourage students to upload course materials, such as test 
questions, individual assignments, and examples of graded material. Such materials 
are the intellectual property of instructors, the university, or publishers and may not be 







distributed without prior authorization. Students who engage in such activity are in 
violation of academic conduct standards and may face penalties. 


  


Unauthorized Use of Class Notes 
Faculty have reported errors in class notes being sold by third parties, and the errors 
may be contributing to higher failure rates in some classes. The following is a 
statement appropriate for distribution to your classes or for inclusion on your syllabus: 


Third parties may be selling class notes from this class without my authorization. 
Please be aware that such class materials may contain errors, which could affect your 
performance or grade. Use these materials at your own risk. 


  


In-Class Recording Policy 
Outside of the notetaking and recording services offered by Student Accessibility 
Services, the creation of an audio or video recording of all or part of a class for 
personal use is allowed onlywith the advance and explicit written consent of the 
instructor. Such recordings are only acceptable in the context of personal, private 
studying and notetaking and are not authorized to be shared with anyonewithout the 
separate written approval of the instructor. 


  


Course Accessibility Statement  
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all 
persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. 
Students with disabilities who need specific access in this course, such as 
accommodations, should contact the professor as soon as possible to discuss various 
access options. Students should also connect with Student Accessibility 
Services(Ferrell Commons, 7F, Room 185, sas@ucf.edu, phone (407) 823-2371). 
Through Student Accessibility Services, a Course Accessibility Letter may be created 
and sent to professors, which informs faculty of potential access and accommodations 
that might be reasonable. 


  


Campus Safety Statement 
Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise in our class, we will all need 
to work together. Everyone should be aware of the surroundings and familiar with 
some basic safety and security concepts. 







• In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance. 
• Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall 


near the door. Please make a note of the guide’s physical location and consider 
reviewing the online version at http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html.  


• Familiarize yourself with evacuation routes from each of your classrooms and have 
a plan for finding safety in case of an emergency. (Insert class-specific details if 
appropriate) 


• If there is a medical emergency during class, we may need to access a first aid kit 
or AED (Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those items are located in 
this building, see http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/AEDlocations-UCF(click on link from 
menu on left).  (insert class specific information if appropriate) 


• To stay informed about emergency situations, sign up to receive UCF text alerts by 
going to my.ucf.eduand logging in.  Click on “Student Self Service” located on the 
left side of the screen in the tool bar, scroll down to the blue “Personal Information” 
heading on your Student Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the 
information, including your e-mail address, cell phone number, and cell phone 
provider, click “Apply” to save the changes, and then click “OK.” 


• If you have a special need related to emergency situations, please speak with me 
during office hours. 


• Consider viewing this video (You CAN Survive an Active Shooter) about how to 
manage an active shooter situation on campus or elsewhere.  


  


Deployed Active Duty Military Students 
If you are a deployed active duty military student and feel that you may need a special 
accommodation due to that unique status, please contact your instructor to discuss 
your circumstances. 


 








PUP 3204, Sustainability 
Environmental politics through the lens of “sustainability.” Attention devoted to the 
relationships of culture, economics, and ecology. 


Department: School of Politics, Security and International Affairs 


Term:Fall 2019, Credit Hours:3 


Class Time and Location: Online (W) 


Class mode: Online, asynchronous 


Instructor: Dr. Jacopo A. Baggio 


Graduate Teaching Assistant: Miss Victoria Maxwell 


Office Hours:  In person: Tuesday 11am to 1pm (noon) face 2 
face; Online: Thursday 11am and 1pm , other times available upon appointment 


Office Location: HPH 302  (Howard Phillips Hall), UCF Main Campus - ask front desk 
for exact office location 


All course-related issues have to be sent through Webcourses@UCF (Canvas); 
any questions not related to the course can be sent to my email address. All 
communication will be answered in 24 hr (except during holidays). 
Communication initiated Friday after 5pm may not receive a reply until Monday. 


  


Email:jacopo.baggio@ucf.edu(only for urgent communication NOT related to the 
course. All course related communication needs to happen via Canvas). 


  


SYLLABUS DISCLAIMER: 
This syllabus is NOT a contract. All parts of this syllabus can be amended by the 
instructor given students' educational needs and assessment. Any change to the 
syllabus will be announced via canvas. 


  


Course Introduction 
 Today the world is changing at an unprecedented rate. Changes are coming fast, due 
to environmental, technological and socio-economic changes. Sustainability, 
concerned with issues relating to the ability of present society to enjoy resources and 







levels of wealth, while not jeopardizing the ability of future generations to do so, is 
becoming more prominent. 


The objective of this course is giving students the ability to critically think around 
issues related to sustainability, increase knowledge on issues related to socio-
economic, political, demographic processes as well as environmental ones concerning 
the sustainable use of resources, and be able to present concisely and clearly 
problems and potential solutions to current and possible future concerns related to 
“sustainability”. 


Course Description 
This course is an introduction to concepts related to sustainability, resilience and 
common pool resources. The course will focus on introducing concepts, metrics and 
examples of issues and problems that fall under the umbrella of “sustainability” with a 
focus on managing common pool resources sustainably and an introduction to 
resilience and social-ecological systems. Both traditional lecture and student led 
lectures/presentation will be used in this class. 


Student Learning Outcomes 
By the end of the semester student should be more familiar with pressing issues 
related to sustainability, understand what social dilemmas are and trade-offs that exist 
when dealing with “sustainability” as well as “resilience” and have a more holistic view 
related to problem solving and the environment. Further, by the end of the course, 
students should be: 


• Familiar with concepts related to sustainability (sustainability, equity, legitimacy, 
fairness etc.), common pool resources (social dilemmas, common pool resource 
systems etc.), and resilience (social-ecological systems, resilience, vulnerability 
etc.) 


• Able to read peer-reviewed literature, and critically assess it and discuss it. 
• Able to search for added information using proper peer-reviewed literature (e.g. via 


google scholar, or the library, or ISI web of knowledge etc.) 


Finally, students will be evaluated via: 


• Weekly Group Discussions (10) 
• One video presentation or 1000 words essay on the topic of your choice but related 


to sustainability 
• One 1000-word essays that blends concepts learned during this course and a topic 


of your choice. 
• Mid-Term and Final Exam 







Expectations 
It is expected that students read the material provided.  Students should engage 
with all the material provided and are strongly encouraged to search for additional 
materials. In other words: 


• Read the text assigned, think and critically assess the readings, 
• Search for papers assigned and other that are important for your essay/video 


presentation. 
• Prepare for and participate in the weekly discussions.   
• Read the material 
• Turn in the assignments on time. 


In this course we will utilize turnitin.com, an automated system which instructors can 
use to quickly and easily compare each student's assignment with billions of web sites, 
as well as an enormous database of student papers that grows with each submission. 
Accordingly, you will be expected to submit assignments through the Canvas 
Assignment Tool in electronic format. After the assignment is processed, as an 
instructor I receive a report from turnitin.com that states if and how another author’s 
work was used in the assignment. For a more detailed look at this process, 
visit http://www.turnitin.com. 


Required Books 
1. Sustainability: The Basics by Peter Jacques,  
2. Sustaining the Commons, Anderies and Janssen freely available here: 


http://sustainingthecommons.asu.edu 


  


Grades 
A maximum of 100 points is given in this course. You will be evaluated via 1 video 
presentation/essay,  1 final essays, 10 weekly discussions and 2 exams (1 mid-term 
and 1 final). Essay and/or video presentation will assess your ability to critically think 
and engage with the material proposed as well as searching for material other than the 
one presented in class. Exams will be based on course content that comprises the 
material covered in the modules and the readings assigned. Weekly discussions are 
build to assess and discuss current issues related to sustainability and the 
module/weekly topics 


Excusable late assignments and make up work conditions: Only for medical 
reasons or for UCF excusable events. 







Late assignments: Late not-excused assignments will be penalized 1 point every 6 
hours, after 48hr passed the deadline, assignments will not be considered and 
evaluated 0 points. 


Details of the video presentations and essays will be discussed via Webcourses@UCF 
(Canvas) conversation boards and/or during office hours. 


Make-up Exams and Assignments 
Per university policy, you are allowed to submit make-up work (or an equivalent, 
alternate assignment) for authorized university-sponsored activities, religious 
observances, or legal obligations (such as jury duty). If this participation conflicts with 
your course assignments, I will offer a reasonable opportunity for you to complete 
missed assignments and/or exams. The make-up assignment and grading scale will be 
equivalent to the missed assignment and its grading scale. In the case of an authorized 
university activity, it is your responsibility to show me a signed copy of the Program 
Verification Form for which you will be absent, prior to the class in which the absence 
occurs. In any of these cases, please contact me at least one week ahead of time to 
notify me of upcoming needs. 


Weekly Discussions 
Weekly you will be required to post a discussion post and reply twice to two different 
original discussion posts of your class-mates. Each original discussion post has to be 
at least 100 words in length and need to be pertinent to the topic discussed. Each 
"response" must be at least 50 words in length. Failure to post an original 100 words 
discussion post, AND 2 responses at least 50 words long will lead to 0 point for that 
discussion.  


Video Presentation   
If you choose to build a video presentation (max 5 minutes), the evaluation will take 
into account content (you will need to research new content that goes beyond what 
has been done in class), style and flow of the presentation as well as the delivery. 


Presentations will be evaluated on: 


• Content - based on the topic of your choice and how well you relate it to course 
content 


• Overall logical flow of the presentation 
• Use of introductory and concluding paragraph 
• Consistency of the presentation (is it one presentation or is it a puzzle/collage of 


multiple not "well related" presentations?) 


Essays  







All Essays will be submitted to Turnitin, avoid plagiarism! If Turnitin gives a score 
of >20% you will have points taken off from 5 to all possible points depending on 
the severity of the use of copied text. Note that even if you quote appropriately, it 
is not acceptable to quote > 20% of your essay.  


Essays are can be done on the topic of your choice.  Essays must be: 


• Maximum 1000 words 
• Formatting: 


o Line spacing: 1.5 
o Font: Times New Roman or Arial or Calibri 
o Font Size: 11 or 12 


• Contain at least 5 peer reviewed article outside the once assigned. These article will 
need to be appropriately referenced (either APA or Chicago style referencing must 
be used). 


Essays will be evaluated on: 


• Content - based on the topic of your choice and how well you relate it to course 
content 


• Overall logical flow of the essay 
• Correct use of sources (at least 5 sources outside the once assigned and optional 


readings of the syllabus, plus sources that are present in the syllabus)  
• Concluding paragraph in which the student evaluates the argument, the views and 


draws her/his own conclusions. 


Exams 
Based on the readings assigned (books and papers) and modules' content. Exams will 
be in the form of multiple choice questions AND open-ended questions. 


  


Assignment Submission 
All assignments must be submitted via Webcourses@UCF. They will need to be 
uploaded as pdf,  playable video format or word-documents. Any other file format will 
not be taken into consideration. All assignments must to be uploaded individually by 
each class participant. Exams will be on Webcourses@UCF (quizzes) 


  


Summary of Assignment, points and due dates 







Due Date Assignment Max Points Submitting Assignment 


Weekly Discussions - 
Week 2, 3, 4,  6, 7, 9, 10, 
11, 12, 13. Discussions 
are due on Sundays at 
11.59pm.  


Discussion 3 points each 
(max 30 points) 


Use discussion board for the 
module/week 
on Webcourses@Ucf 


Week 5, Feb 9th  at 
11.59pm 


1000 word First Essay 
or Video Presentation 15 


Upload essay  or video 
presentation 
on Webcourses@Ucf 


Week 8, March 1st, 
11.59pm Mid-Term Exam 15 On Webcourses@Ucf 


Week 14, April 12th, 
11.59pm 1000 word Essay 20 Upload essay 


on Webcourses@Ucf 


Final Exam - Last week 
of April  (April 26th) Final-Exam 20 On Webcourses@Ucf 


  


Grade Conversion (Points acquired in this course to 
Letter )  
Grade Points 
Acquired Grade 


=>95 A 


=>90 A- 


=>85 B+ 


=>80 B 







=>75 B- 


=>70 C+ 


=>65 C 


=>60 C- 


=>50 D 


< 50 F 


  


Grade Dissemination 
Grades will be recorded and posted in Webcourses@UCF and will follow student data 
classification and security standards 


Extra Credit: NO extra credit will be offered during this course. 


  


Course Schedule and important dates 
This course schedule as well as the syllabus can change depending on class 
educational needs. Some topics / skills may require more time than envisioned and in 
such cases the course schedule will be adjusted.  Students are required to search and 
download the readings assigned. In bold the readings that are considered necessary 
and mandatory. 


1.  


We
ek 


Mo
de Topic Assignm


ents 
Due 


Dates Readings (Bold = mandatory) 


We
ek 0 


Onli
ne 


o Course 
Orientati
on 


o Searchin
g, 
reading 


Syllabus 
Quiz - 
academi
c 


Friday 
January 
10th 
2020 


Check this blog out, great resource for searching, 
reading, writing 
papers: http://www.raulpacheco.org/2017/06/writin
gpapers/ (Links to an external site.) 


  







and 
We
ek 1 


and 
referenci
ng 
appropri
ately 
peer-
reviewe
d papers 


engagem
ent 


We
ek 2 


Onli
ne 


o Sustaina
bility 
Basics 


o Sustaina
bility 
Principl
es 


Weekly 
Discussi
on 


Sunday, 
January 
19th 
2020 


o Jacques,Sustainability:TheBasics, Chapter1 
o Goodland, R. (1995). The Concept of 


Environmental Sustainability. Annual Review 
of Ecology and Systematics, 26(1), 1–
24. http://doi.org/10.1146/annurev.es.26.11019
5.000245 (Links to an external site.) 


o Dixon, J. A., & Fallon, L. A. (1989). The 
concept of sustainability: Origins, extensions, 
and usefulness for policy. Society and Natural 
Resources, 2(1), 73–
84. http://doi.org/10.1080/08941928909380675 


o Princen, T. (2003). Principles for 
Sustainability: From Cooperation and 
Efficiency to Sufficiency. Global 
Environmental Politics, 3(1), 33–
50. http://doi.org/10.1162/15263800376333637
4 


We
ek 3 


Onli
ne 


o What 
are the 
common
s? 


Weekly 
Discussi
on 


Sunday, 
January 
26th 
2020 


o Anderies and Janssen, Sustaining the 
Commons, Chapter 1.1 to 1.4 (1.5 is an 
outline of the book) 


o Hardin, G. (1968). The Tragedy of the 
Commons. Science, 162(3859), 1243–
1248. http://doi.org/10.1126/science.162.3859.
1243 (Links to an external site.) 


o Dietz, T. (2003). Struggle to Govern the 
Commons. Science, 302(5652), 1907–
1912. http://doi.org/10.1126/science.1091015 


We
ek 4 


Onli
ne 


o Design 
principle
s for 
Commo
n Pool 
Resourc
es 


Weekly 
Discussi
on 


Sunday, 
February 
2nd 2020 


o Anderies and Janssen, Sustaining the 
Commons, Chapter 7 


o Cox, M., Arnold, G., & Tomás, S. V. (2010). 
A Review of Design Principles for 
Community-based Natural Resource 
Management. Ecology & Society, 15(4), 19. 


o Baggio, J. A., Barnett, A. J., Perez-Ibara, I., 
Brady, U., Ratajczyk, E., Rollins, N., … 







Janssen, M. A. (2016). Explaining success 
and failure in the commons: The configural 
nature of Ostrom’s institutional design 
principles. International Journal of the 
Commons, 10(2). http://doi.org/10.18352/ijc.6
34 (Links to an external site.) 


o Barnett, A. J., Baggio, J. A., Shin, H. C., Yu, 
D. J., Perez-Ibarra, I., Rubinos, C., … Janssen, 
M. A. (2016). An iterative approach to case 
study analysis: insights from qualitative 
analysis of quantitative 
inconsistencies. International Journal of the 
Commons, 10(2), 467–
494. http://doi.org/10.18352/ijc.632 


We
ek 5 


  


Onli
ne 


o Measuri
ng 
Sustaina
bility 


Essay or 
Video 
Presentat
ion Due 


Sunday, 
February 
9th 2020 


o Jacques,Sustainability:TheBasics, Chapter4 
o Jacques,Sustainability:TheBasics,Chapter3 
o Bradshaw, C. J. A., & Brook, B. W. (2014). 


Human population reduction is not a quick fix 
for environmental problems. Proceedings of the 
National Academy of Sciences, 111(46), 
16610–16615. 
http://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1410465111 


We
ek 6 


  


Onli
ne 


o Planetar
y 
boundari
es 


o Oversho
ot and 
Collapse 


Weekly 
discussio
n 


Sunday, 
February 
16th 
2020 


o Steffen, W., Richardson, K., Rockstrom, J., 
Cornell, S. E., Fetzer, I., Bennett, E. M., … 
Sorlin, S. (2015). Planetary boundaries: 
Guiding human development on a changing 
planet. Science,347(6223), 1259855–
1259855. http://doi.org/10.1126/science.1259
855 (Links to an external site.) 


o Jacques,Sustainability:TheBasics, Chapter  7 
o Tainter, J. A. (2006). Archaeology of 


Overshoot and Collapse. Annual Review of 
Anthropology, 35(1), 59–
74. http://doi.org/10.1146/annurev.anthro.35
.081705.123136 (Links to an external site.) 


o Rockström, J., Steffen, W. L., Noone, K., 
Persson, Å., Chapin, F. S., Lambin, E., … 
Foley, J. (2009). Planetary Boundaries: 
Exploring the Safe Operating Space for 
Humanity Recommended Citation. Ecology 
and Society, 14(2), 472–
475. http://doi.org/10.1038/461472a 


o Wackernagel, M., Schulz, N. B., Deumling, D., 
Linares, A. C., Jenkins, M., Kapos, V., … 







Randers, J. (2002). Tracking the ecological 
overshoot of the human economy. Proceedings 
of the National Academy of Sciences, 99(14), 
9266–
9271. http://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.142033699 (
Links to an external site.) 


o Arrow, K., Dasgupta, P., Goulder, L., Daily, 
G., Ehrlich, P., Heal, G., … Walker, B. (2004). 
Are We Consuming Too Much? Journal of 
Economic Perspectives, 18(3), 147–
172. http://doi.org/10.1257/0895330042162377
 (Links to an external site.) 


We
ek 7 


  


Onli
ne 


o Ethics, 
justice 
and 
fairness 


Weekly 
Discussi
on Sunday, 


February 
23rd 202
0 


o Jacques,Sustainability:TheBasics, Chapter 5  
o Adger, W. N., Brown, K., Fairbrass, J., Jordan, 


A., Paavola, J., Rosendo, S., & Seyfang, G. 
(2003). Governance for sustainability: Towards 
a “thick” analysis of environmental 
decisionmaking. Environment and Planning 
A, 35(6), 1095–
1110. http://doi.org/10.1068/a35289 (Links to 
an external site.) 


We
ek 8 


  


Onli
ne 


Midterm 
Exam  


Mid-
Term 
exam 
(online) 


Sunday, 
March 
1st 2020 


  


  


We
ek 9 


  


onli
ne 


o Social 
Dilemm
as 


Weekly 
Discussi
on 


Sunday, 
March 
8th 2020 


o Anderies and Janssen, Sustaining the 
Commons, Chapter 4 (Disclaimer: some 
concepts presented here are introduced in 
chapter 2 and 3 of the same book, so you may 
want to quickly skim those chapters as well). 


o Anderies and Janssen, Sustaining the 
Commons, Chapter 5, 6, 7 and 8 


o Janssen, M. A., Holahan, R., Lee, A., & 
Ostrom, E. (2010). Lab experiments for the 
study of social-ecological 
systems. Science,328(5978), 613–617. 
http://doi.org/10.1126/science.1183532 


o Baggio, J. A., Rollins, N. D., Pérez, I., & 
Janssen, M. A. (2015). Irrigation experiments 
in the lab: Trust, environmental variability, and 
collective action. Ecology and Society, 20(4), 







12. http://doi.org/10.5751/ES-07772-
200412 (Links to an external site.) 


o Janssen, M. A., Bousquet, F., Cardenas, J. C., 
Castillo, D., & Worrapimphong, K. (2012). 
Field experiments on irrigation 
dilemmas. Agricultural Systems, 109, 65-75. 


We
ek 
10 


  


Onli
ne 


o Comple
x 
Adaptiv
e 
Systems 


Weekly 
Discussi
on 


Sunday, 
March 
15th 
2020 


o Glouberman, S., & Zimmerman, B. 
(2002). Complicated and Complex Systems: 
What Would Successful Reform of Medicare 
Look Like? Commission on the Future of 
Health Care in Canada (Vol. 
8). https://doi.org/0-662-32778-0 


o Baggio, J. A. (2017). Complex Adaptive 
Systems, Simulations and Agent-based 
Modeling. Quantitative Methods in Tourism: 
A Handbook, 223–244. 
https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.21832/BAG
GIO6195 


We
ek 
11 


Onli
ne 


o Social-
Ecologic
al 
Systems 


Weekly 
Discussi
on 


Sunday, 
March 
22nd 
2020 


o Anderies and Janssen, Sustaining the 
Commons, Chapter 12 and 13 


o Folke, C. (2006). Resilience: The emergence of 
a perspective for social-ecological systems 
analyses. Global Environmental Change, 16(3), 
253–267. 
http://doi.org/10.1016/j.gloenvcha.2006.04.002 


o Holling, C. S., Folke, C., Gunderson, L., & 
Mäler, K.-G. (2000). Resilience of Ecosystems, 
Economic Systems and Institutions - Final 
Report 


o Anderies, J. M., Janssen, M. A., & Ostrom, E. 
(2004). A framework to analyze the robustness 
of social-ecological systems from an 
institutional perspective. Ecology and 
society,9(1), 18. 


We
ek 
12 


  


Onli
ne 


o Resilien
ce 
“principl
es” for 
ecosyste
m 
manage
ment 


Weekly 
Discussi
on Sunday, 


March 
29th 
2020 


o Baggio, J. A., Brown, K., & Hellebrandt, D. 
(2015). Boundary object or bridging 
concept? A citation network analysis of 
resilience. Ecology and Society, 20(2), 2. 


o Biggs, R., Schlüter, M., Biggs, D., Bohensky, 
E. L., BurnSilver, S., Cundill, G., … West, P. 
C. (2012). Toward Principles for Enhancing 
the Resilience of Ecosystem Services. Annual 
Review of Environment and Resources, 37(1), 







421–448. http://doi.org/10.1146/annurev-
environ-051211-123836 


o Carpenter, S., Walker, B., Anderies, J. M., 
& Abel, N. (2001). From Metaphor to 
Measurement: Resilience of What to 
What? Ecosystems,4(8), 765–
781. http://doi.org/10.1007/s10021-001-0045-
9 (Links to an external site.) 


o Carpenter, S. R., Brock, W. A., Folke, C., van 
Nes, E. H., & Scheffer, M. (2015). Allowing 
variance may enlarge the safe operating space 
for exploited ecosystems. Proceedings of the 
National Academy of Sciences, 112(46), 
14384–
14389. http://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1511804112
 (Links to an external site.) 


o Anderies, J. M. (2015). Managing variance: 
Key policy challenges for the 
Anthropocene. Proceedings of the National 
Academy of Sciences, 112(46), 14402–
14403. http://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1519071112 


We
ek 
13 


  


Onli
ne 


  


o Politics, 
Resilien
ce and 
Sustaina
bility 


Weekly 
Discussi
on 


Sunday, 
April 5th 
2020 


o Folke, C., Biggs, R., Norström, A. V., 
Reyers, B., & Rockström, J. (2016). Social-
ecological resilience and biosphere-based 
sustainability science. Ecology and 
Society, 21(3), 
art41. http://doi.org/10.5751/ES-08748-
210341 (Links to an external site.) 


o Jacques, Sustainability the Basics, Chapter 6 
o Schoon, M., & Cox, M. E. (2018). 


Collaboration, adaptation, and scaling: 
Perspectives on environmental governance 
for sustainability. Sustainability 
(Switzerland),10(3). http://doi.org/10.3390/su
10030679 (Links to an external site.) 


o Schoon, M., Robards, M. D., Brown, K., 
Engle, N., Meek, C. L., & Biggs, R. (2015). 
Politics and the resilience of ecosystem 
services. Principles for Building Resilience: 
Sustaining Ecosystem Services in Social-
Ecological Systems, 32–49. 
http://doi.org/10.1017/CBO9781316014240.0
03 


o Olsson, P., Galaz, V., & Boonstra, W. J. 
(2014). Sustainability transformations: A 







resilience perspective. Ecology and 
Society, 19(4). http://doi.org/10.5751/ES-
06799-190401 


o Bahadur, A., & Tanner, T. (2014). 
Transformational resilience thinking: Putting 
people, power and politics at the heart of urban 
climate resilience. Environment and 
Urbanization, 26(1), 200–
214. http://doi.org/10.1177/0956247814522154 


We
ek 
14 


  


Onli
ne 


o Relating 
resilienc
e, 
sustaina
bility 
and 
common 
pool 
resource
s 


Essay 
Due  


Sunday, 
April 
12th 
2020 


o Perrings, C. (1998). Introduction: Resilience 
and sustainability. Environment and 
Development Economics, 3(2), 221–262. 
http://doi.org/10.1017/S1355770X98210126 


We
ek 
15 


  


Onli
ne 


o Study 
Guide 
and 
Recap 
for Final 
Exam 


  


    


We
ek 
16 


  


Onli
ne 


Final Exam   April 
26th or 
May3rd 
2020 


  


  


  


University Services and Resources 
Academic Services and Resources 


A list of available academic support and learning services is available at UCF Student 
Services. Click on "Academic Support and Learning Services" on the right-hand side to 
filter.   







Non-Academic Services and Resources 
A list of non-academic support and services is also available at UCF Student Services. 
Click on "Support" on the right-hand side to filter.   


If you are a UCF Online student, please consult the UCF Online Student Guidelines for 
more information about your access to non-academic services. 


Policy Statements 
Academic Integrity 


Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of Conduct. According to 
Section 1, "Academic Misconduct," students are prohibited from engaging in: 


• Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, 
information or study aids in any academic exercise unless specifically authorized by 
the instructor of record. The unauthorized possession of examination or course-
related material also constitutes cheating. 


• Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral means: The 
presentation of material which has not been studied or learned, but rather was 
obtained through someone else’s efforts and used as part of an examination, 
course assignment, or project. 


• Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to another person, 
student, and/or uploading course material to a third-party vendor without 
authorization or without the express written permission of the university and the 
instructor. Course materials include but are not limited to class notes, Instructor’s 
PowerPoints, course syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, instruction sheets, homework, 
study guides, handouts, etc. 


• Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work. 
• Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the 


source, thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the 
student’s own. 


• Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than 
once without the express written permission of the instructor. 


• Helping another violate academic behavior standards. 


For more information about Academic Integrity, students may consult The Center for 
Academic Integrity. 


For more information about plagiarism and misuse of sources, see “Defining and 
Avoiding Plagiarism: The WPA Statement on Best Practices”. 


Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating 







Students should also familiarize themselves with the procedures for academic 
misconduct in UCF’s student handbook, The Golden Rule. UCF faculty members have 
a responsibility for students’ education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to 
prevent unethical behavior and when necessary respond to academic misconduct. 
Penalties can include a failing grade in an assignment or in the course, suspension or 
expulsion from the university, and/or a "Z Designation" on a student’s official transcript 
indicating academic dishonesty, where the final grade for this course will be preceded 
by the letter Z. For more information about the Z Designation, 
see http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade. 


Course Accessibility Statement 
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all 
persons with disabilities. Students with disabilities who need disability-related access 
in this course should contact the professor as soon as possible. Students should also 
connect with Student Accessibility Services (Ferrell Commons 185, sas@ucf.edu, 
phone (407) 823-2371). Through Student Accessibility Services, a Course Accessibility 
Letter may be created and sent to professors, which informs faculty of potential access 
and accommodations that might be reasonable.Determining reasonable access and 
accommodations requires consideration of the course design, course learning 
objectives and the individual academic and course barriers experienced by the 
student. 


Campus Safety Statement 
Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise in our class, everyone needs 
to work together. Students should be aware of the surroundings and familiar with some 
basic safety and security concepts. 


• In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance. 
• Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall 


near the door. Please make a note of the guide’s physical location and consider 
reviewing the online version at http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html.  


• Students should know the evacuation routes from each of their classrooms and 
have a plan for finding safety in case of an emergency. 


• If there is a medical emergency during class, we may need to access a first aid kit 
or AED (Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those items are located in 
this building, see http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/workplacesafety.html (click on link from 
menu on left).  


• To stay informed about emergency situations, sign up to receive UCF text alerts by 
going to my.ucf.edu and logging in. Click on "Student Self Service" located on the 
left side of the screen in the tool bar, scroll down to the blue "Personal Information" 
heading on your Student Center screen, click on "UCF Alert," fill out the 
information, including your e-mail address, cell phone number, and cell phone 
provider, click "Apply" to save the changes, and then click "OK." 







• Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with 
their instructors outside of class. 


• To learn about how to manage an active-shooter situation on campus or elsewhere, 
consider viewing this video. You CAN Survive an Active Shooter 


Deployed Active Duty Military Students 
If you are a deployed active duty military student and feel that you may need a special 
accommodation due to that unique status, please contact your instructor to discuss 
your circumstances. 


Copyright 
This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, 
images, text materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use 
doctrine in order to enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, 
download or distribute these items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for 
this online classroom environment and your use only. All copyright materials are 
credited to the copyright holder. 


Third-Party Software and FERPA 
During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or 
software applications sometimes called third-party software such as a blog or wiki. 
While some of these could be required assignments, you need not make any 
personally identifying information on a public site. Do not post or provide any private 
information about yourself or your classmates. Where appropriate you may use a 
pseudonym or nickname. Some written assignments posted publicly may require 
personal reflection/comments, but the assignments will not require you to disclose any 
personally identity-sensitive information. If you have any concerns about this, please 
contact your instructor. 


 








Syllabus 
American Public Policy 


PUP 4003 0W60 
Spring 2020 


 
Additional Information from Official Schedule of Classes 
 
Credit Hours: 3 (3, 0) 
 
Prerequisites: POS 2041 or C.I. 
 
Class Meeting Days and Time: January 6 to April 27 2020, with the course website normally 
available 24 hours a day. 
 
Class Location: The course website can be found at www.webcourses.ucf.edu.  
 
Modality: This is a “W” course that is done completely online with no face to face meetings. 
 
Contact Information 
 
Instructor / Email: Dr. Aubrey Jewett aubrey.jewett@ucf.edu 
 
Office: Howard Phillips Hall (HPH) 302 E 
 
Office Hours: Online by e-mail or in person T & R from 9 to 11 am or by appointment 
 
Phone: Political Science Main Office 407-823-2608; Direct Office Line 407-823-6030 
 
Graduate Teaching Assistant / Email: Craig Wilding craig.wilding@ucf.edu 
 
Public Description of Course 
 
Information Published in the UCF Undergraduate Catalog: Policy formation, 
implementation and evaluation, with a focus upon contemporary American problems, including 
the malapportionment of societal power and social conflict. 
 
Course Scope and Purpose: Public policy is whatever government chooses to do or not to do. 
In American Public Policy we look at policy and policymaking in the United States. We will 
focus on how policy is made, how it can be studied and the substantive issues that policy makers 
are debating today. We will examine eight models of policymaking: institutional, process, 
rational, incremental, group, elite, public choice and game theory. Policy areas to be studied 
include criminal justice, health and welfare, education, economic, tax, trade and immigration, 
environmental and energy, civil rights, defense and homeland security. The purpose of the course 
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is to teach students about policy models and issues and prepare students to follow, analyze and 
participate in U.S. policy making as part of the political process. 
 
Course Goals (Student Learning Outcomes) 


Students who successfully complete American Public Policy should be able to: 


1.  Demonstrate knowledge of basic facts, definitions and concepts related to public policy, 
policy analysis and policy evaluation. 


2.  Describe and apply eight models of policy analysis. 


3.  Trace and analyze the major steps in the formal policy making process. 


4.  Evaluate how diversity impacts American public policy. 


5.  Explain the background, current situation, and outlook regarding a variety of substantive 
public policy areas. 


6.  Compare and contrast opposing views concerning issues for debate in American public 
policy. 


7.  Assess current policy problems and formulate their own views on critical issues. 


8. Discuss controversial policy issues in a professional scholarly manner and show respect for 
other people who may hold different views. 


Course Materials/Required Text 
 
1. Dye, Thomas R. 2017. Understanding Public Policy,15th ed. New York: Pearson.  
ISBN-13: 9780134169972 
 
You can purchase the book from many locations including Barnes and Noble (the campus 
bookstore), Amazon, Chegg and many other college booksellers. You may also purchase directly 
from Pearson (the publisher). The book is available for sale or rent and as a new or used edition. 


2. You do not need to buy a 2nd text. However, we will be reading a number of reports from the 
CQ Researcher website/database. From the course homepage click on UCF Library Tools from 
the menu on the left of the screen. Then click on Articles and Databases. Then do a database 
search for “CQ Researcher Plus Archive” and then click on the results “CQ Researcher Plus 
Archive (1923+)”. Once at the CQ Researcher website you can then Browse Reports (By Date) 
to find the assigned report (these are listed in the course outline and in the modules).  


Assessment, Grading Procedures, Expectations and Support 
 
Assignments and Grading Weights: 







8 Modules – 100% of your total grade. Each module consists of 2 graded activities: Chapter Quiz 
and CQ Policy Analysis & Discussion. Each module will usually cover 2 chapters from the Dye 
text and 2 articles from the CQ reader. You will usually have about one week to do each module. 


Chapter Quiz – 40% of total grade. Each quiz will usually have 50 questions worth 2 
points each covering material from the text and the CQ researcher articles. You will normally 
have 90 minutes to take the quiz. You may take the quiz a second time to improve your score. 
The questions are drawn from a larger quiz bank I have constructed so while a few questions 
may be the same on a 2nd attempt, most will be different. You should read the chapters and 
articles before starting the quiz as you will not have time to look up every answer. All 8 quizzes 
count towards your final grade. 


CQ Policy Analysis & Discussion – 60% of total grade. CQ Policy Analysis & 
Discussion will include several steps. First you will read two articles from the CQ Research 
database. Then using a template I provide for each article you will give opposing positions on a 
number of current policy questions, update information from the readings and explain how it 
relates to one of the questions, and give your opinion and explain why you believe the way you 
do for each of the policy questions. Your answer for each article each module will be between 
900 and 1200 words (thus you will write 1800-2400 words each module analyzing the two 
articles). You will put the two CQ Policy Analyses into one MS Word document and then copy 
and paste it into the appropriate discussion as a single post.  


Finally you must engage in discussion with your fellow classmates by responding to their 
policy analyses. The discussion will require a minimum of three postings each week: the initial 
posting of your paper and then at least two postings responding to your fellow students. 
Discussion with your classmates should be academic, focus on the assigned topics, and highlight 
what you are learning about the material, your views on the issues, and why you believe the way 
you do. It is perfectly fine (and expected) to disagree about policy positions but DO NOT 
personally attack your classmates (learn to disagree without being disagreeable). Remember this 
is a graded college level discussion and not a series of anonymous posts on the internet! Highest 
grades go to students who exceed my expectations for quantity and quality of their papers and 
their discussion with classmates. Two additional postings is the minimum to get a C on that part 
of the assignment. You will need a total of 8 or more (depending on quality and length) 
additional postings to get the highest possible score on discussing with classmates. 


 To grade CQ Policy Analysis & Discussion I have developed a rubric. Each CQ Policy 
Analysis & Discussion is worth up to 100 points: 40 points for writing on the first article, 40 
points for writing on the 2nd article, and 20 points for discussing things with your classmates.  


Grades and Grading Scale: Students can view grades in Mygrades. I use a ten-point grading 
scale. 
  
100-90 A (Outstanding or excellent work) 
89-80 B (Solid, above average work) 
79-70 C (Good, average work) 
69-60 D (Below average or incomplete work) 







59-0 F (Poor work or missed assignment) 
 
Missed Quizzes, Missed or Late Assignments and Make-Up Policy:  
 


• Make-up Assignments for Authorized University Events or Co-curricular Activities – 
Students who miss exams/assignments because they are representing UCF in authorized 
events or activities will be offered reasonable opportunity to complete the work with no 
penalty applied. It is the student’s responsibility to provide the instructor with a copy of 
the Program Verification Form (which lists the names of students participating in the 
authorized event or activity) prior to the class in which the absence occurs.  
 


• Religious Observances – A student who desires to observe a religious holy day of his or 
her religious faith must notify all of his/her instructors at the beginning of the term to be 
excused from classes to observe the religious holy day. The student is responsible for any 
material covered during the excused absence, but will be permitted a reasonable amount 
of time to complete any work missed. 
 


• Quizzes – I do not drop any quiz grades and quizzes automatically lock at the due date 
and time. Under normal circumstance I will not reopen the quiz. If you miss a quiz and 
want a chance to make up the quiz email me as soon as possible (normally within 24 
hours). If you have a verifiable extenuating circumstance (i.e. illness with a doctor’s note, 
accident with a police report, or death in the family with documentation) I will let you 
make up one quiz with no grade penalty. You should complete the quiz in a reasonable 
amount of time (usually within one week).  If you do not have a verifiable extenuating 
circumstance (you forgot, overslept, were too busy etc.) I may allow you one make up in 
a reasonable amount of time (usually within one week) as long as you contact me quickly 
(usually within 24 hours), take responsibility for what happened, and have been showing 
a good faith effort to complete previous work. However, I deduct ten points from the 
score in fairness to classmates who completed the quiz on time.  
 


• Policy Analysis & Discussion – I will drop your two lowest CQ Policy Analysis & 
Discussion scores when I compute your final grade. This will provide you a measure of 
protection should something happen that prevents you from writing a paper (computer 
glitch, illness, vacation etc.) or should you do poorly on a paper and want to improve. 
Because I drop the two lowest Policy Analysis & Discussion scores, once the module 
closes you will not be able to post a late policy analysis or post further comments in the 
discussion. If you have an extraordinary situation which causes you to miss more than 
two Policy Analysis and Discussions you may email me with the pertinent information 
and I will make a decision based on being fair to you but also to all the other students in 
the class that are meeting the deadlines. You may post your policy analysis up to two 
days late after the initial deadline, but there will be a 10 point penalty for each day the 
initial posting is late. So 10 points off for one day late and 20 points off for two days late. 
Discussion with others is available until the module closes and will not be reopened.  


Workload and Deadlines: Online courses require students to be self-motivated and do work on 
a regular basis without being reminded of assignments and due dates. The average student can 







expect to put in at least 12-15 hours a module on this course if they want to do well. You will be 
reading 2 chapters from the main text and 2 articles from the reader each module. You can also 
expect that you will write 2500 words or more (counting initial postings and discussions with 
others) for each module if you want to do well. Do not wait until the last minute to do 
assignments. Computer problems and Internet connection problems will happen. They are not 
acceptable excuses for missing due dates and deadlines. Due times for graded assignments are 
usually 11 pm Eastern Standard Time. I give a 59 minute grace period until 11:59 pm before I 
start assessing the late penalty on the initial Policy Analysis posting. 
 
Professional Communication & Online Etiquette: I expect professional communication 
whether face to face, by email, or in online discussions. When communicating with me, please 
address me by my title (Dr. Jewett or Prof. Jewett), politely explain the purpose of your 
communication, courteously provide evidence or background information as appropriate, and 
respectfully ask your question or make your statement or request. DO NOT make demands or 
unsubstantiated claims, issue threats or accusations, or question my motives. During discussion 
DO NOT personally attack other students (or the professor) for their opinions. Political 
disagreements are normal, but be scholarly and civil, focus on the material, explain your position 
calmly and rationally, and show respect for the sincerely held beliefs of others. 
 
Questions for Professor Jewett: If you have general questions about the course or material do 
not e-mail me initially. Instead post your question in the Discussions section of the web site. 
Once in Discussions select the topic “Questions for Professor Jewett” and then click in the 
“Reply” box and type in your question and then hit “Post Reply.” I have linked my email to this 
discussion forum so it will forward to me almost immediately, but by posting the question here 
(and my answer) we will allow other students to gain more information (if you have a question, 
chances are another student also has the same question). You should review this section before 
asking your question as someone else may have already asked it. Of course, if your problem is 
personal (related to your health or to your quiz or discussion grade for instance) or involves not 
being able to get on the site (and hence unable to get to Discussions) feel free to e-mail me at my 
normal e-mail address. 
 
Instructor Response Time: Under normal circumstance I will respond to a posted question or 
an email within 24 hours. Quizzes are automatically graded and you will received immediate 
feedback on your score. I seek to provide substantive feedback in the discussion to your initial 
policy analysis within 24 hours of the due date. Once a module closes I typically have policy 
analysis and discussion graded and provide suggestions to improve within 48 hours. 
 
Seeking Help from Other Students: If you would like to seek the help of fellow students go to 
Discussions and select the topic “Students Seeking Help from Students” and post your question 
as above. This can be a technical question about computer problems or a subject matter question.  
 
Students Needing Technical Support: If you need technical support with Webcourses you can 
go to https://cdl.ucf.edu/support/. Phone support is available at 407-823-0407. Email support is 
available at webcourses@ucf.edu.  
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UCF Core Syllabus Statements 
 
Academic Integrity: 
 
I expect ethical academic behavior from all my students. Students should familiarize themselves 
with UCF’s Rules of Conduct at <http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/process/roc>. According to Section 1, 
“Academic Misconduct,” students are prohibited from engaging in 
 


a) Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information 
or study aids in any academic exercise unless specifically authorized by the instructor of 
record. The unauthorized possession of examination or course-related material also 
constitutes cheating. 


b) Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral means: The 
presentation of material which has not been studied or learned, but rather was obtained 
through someone else’s efforts and used as part of an examination, course assignment, or 
project. 


c) Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to another person, 
student, and/or uploading course material to a third-party vendor without authorization or 
without the express written permission of the university and the instructor. Course 
materials include but are not limited to class notes, Instructor’s PowerPoints, course 
syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, instruction sheets, homework, study guides, handouts, etc. 


d) Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work. 
e) Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the source, 


thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s own. 
f) Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than once 


without the express written permission of the instructor. 
g) Helping another violate academic behavior standards. 


 
For more information about Academic Integrity, students may consult The Center for Academic 
Integrity <http://www.academicintegrity.org/icai/assets/FVProject.pdf>. 
 
For more information about plagiarism and misuse of sources, see “Defining and Avoiding 
Plagiarism: The WPA Statement on Best Practices” <http://wpacouncil.org/node/9>. 
 
Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating: 
 
I uphold and enforce academic standards. Students should also familiarize themselves with the 
procedures for academic misconduct in UCF’s student handbook, The Golden 
Rule  <http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/docs/goldenrule.pdf>. UCF faculty members have a 
responsibility for students’ education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to prevent 
unethical behavior and when necessary respond to academic misconduct. Penalties can include a 
failing grade in an assignment or in the course, suspension or expulsion from the university, 
and/or a “Z Designation” on a student’s official transcript indicating academic dishonesty, where 
the final grade for this course will be preceded by the letter Z. For more information about the Z 
Designation, see <http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade>.  
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Course Accessibility: 
 
The University of Central Florida and I are committed to providing access and inclusion for all 
persons with disabilities. Students with disabilities who need disability-related access in this 
course should contact the professor as soon as possible. Students should also connect with 
Student Accessibility Services (SAS) <http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/> (Ferrell Commons 
185, sas@ucf.edu, phone 407-823-2371). Through Student Accessibility Services, a Course 
Accessibility Letter may be created and sent to professors, which informs faculty of potential 
access and accommodations that might be reasonable. Determining reasonable access and 
accommodations requires consideration of the course design, course learning objectives and the 
individual academic and course barriers experienced by the student. 
 
Campus Safety Statement: 
 
Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise during class, everyone needs to work 
together. Students should be aware of their surroundings and familiar with some basic safety and 
security concepts. 


• In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance. 
• Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall near the 


door. Students should make a note of the guide’s physical location and review the online 
version at <http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html>. 


• Students should know the evacuation routes from each of their classrooms and have a 
plan for finding safety in case of an emergency. 


• If there is a medical emergency during class, students may need to access a first-aid kit or 
AED (Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those are located, see 
<http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/workplacesafety.html> (click on link from menu on left). 


• To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text 
alerts by going to <my.ucf.edu> and logging in. Click on “Student Self Service” located 
on the left side of the screen in the toolbar, scroll down to the blue “Personal 
Information” heading on the Student Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the 
information, including e-mail address, cell phone number, and cell phone provider, click 
“Apply” to save the changes, and then click “OK.” 


• Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their 
instructors outside of class. 


• To learn about how to manage an active-shooter situation on campus or elsewhere, 
consider viewing this video (<https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk>). 


 
Deployed Active Military Status:  
 
A deployed active duty military student who feels the need for a special accommodation due to 
that unique status should contact their instructor to discuss the circumstances.  


Assignment Due Dates 
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I make an effort to follow the posted schedule. However, this outline may change during the 
semester due to unforeseen events or for pedagogical reasons. It is your responsibility to read 
class announcements and emails and keep informed. 


Pretest due by Friday 1/10 at 5:00 pm EST. 


Faculty members are required to document students' academic activity at the beginning of each 
course. In order to document that you began this course, please complete the following academic 
activity by the end of the first week of classes, or as soon as possible after adding the course, but 
no later than Friday January 10 5:00 pm EST. Failure to do so will result in a delay in the 
disbursement of your financial aid. 


Go to Quizzes and click on “Pretest” and then “Take the Quiz.” You have 1 hour to take the 
pretest. Please do not study beforehand or look up answers when taking the pretest – if you do 
not know the answer then just make your best guess. I want to get an honest assessment of how 
much you know about the course material before we get started (so please do not just take 5 
minutes for the whole quiz and randomly hit answers either – actually read the questions and see 
if you know the answer). Once you answer all the questions hit “Submit Quiz.” The pretest quiz 
does not count towards your final grade. 


Module 1 Policy Analysis and Evaluation: Quiz due by Monday 1/13 at 11 pm; Initial 
discussion posting due by Tuesday 1/14 at 11 pm; additional postings due by, and module 
closes on, Thursday 1/16 11:00 pm 


For Module 1 please read: 


Dye chapters 1 Policy Analysis and 4 Policy Evaluation 


CQ articles Privatizing Government Services (December 8, 2017) and Domestic Violence 
(November 15, 2013) 


Martin Luther King Day Holiday Monday 1/20 


Module 2 Policy Models and Process: Quiz due by Monday 1/27 at 11 pm; Initial discussion 
posting due by Tuesday 1/28 at 11 pm; additional postings due by, and module closes on, 
Thursday 1/30 11:00 pm 


For Module 2 please read: 


Dye chapters 2 Models of Politics and 3 The Policymaking Process 


CQ articles Think Tanks in Transition (September 29, 2017) and The Presidency (November 16, 
2018) 







Module 3 Criminal Justice and Civil Rights Policy: Quiz due by Monday 2/10 at 11 pm; 
Initial discussion posting due by Tuesday 2/11 at 11 pm; additional postings due by, and 
module closes on, Thursday 2/13 11:00 pm 


For Module 3 please read: 


Dye chapters 6 Criminal Justice and 14 Civil Rights 


CQ articles Reparations for Slavery (August 23, 2019) and High Tech Policing (April 21, 2017) 


Module 4 Health and Welfare Policy: Quiz due by Monday 2/24 at 11 pm; Initial discussion 
posting due by Tuesday 2/25 at 11 pm; additional postings due by, and module closes on, 
Thursday 2/27 11:00 pm 


For Module 4 please read: 


Dye chapters 7 Welfare and 8 Health Care 


CQ articles Veterans’ Struggles (October 4 2019) and Health Care Debates (October 18, 2019)  


Spring Break: Monday 3/9 to Saturday 3/14 


Module 5 Federalism and Education Policy: Quiz due by Monday 3/16 at 11 pm; Initial 
discussion posting due by Tuesday 3/17 at 11 pm; additional postings due by, and module 
closes on, Thursday 3/19 11:00 pm 


For Module 5 please read: 


Dye chapters 5 American Federalism and 9 Education 


CQ articles Federal State Relations (April 27, 2018) and Issues in Higher Education (October 26, 
2018)  


Withdrawal Deadline: Friday 3/20 11:59 p.m. 


Module 6 Economic and Tax Policy: Quiz due by Monday 3/23 at 11 pm; Initial discussion 
posting due by Tuesday 3/24 at 11 pm; additional postings due by, and module closes on, 
Thursday 3/26 11:00 pm 


For Module 6 please read: 


Dye chapters 10 Economic Policy and 11 Tax Policy 


CQ articles Universal Basic Income (September 8, 2017) and National Debt (September 1, 2017) 







Module 7 Trade, Immigration, Energy and Environmental Policy: Quiz due by Monday 4/6 
at 11 pm; Initial discussion posting due by Tuesday 4/7 at 11 pm; additional postings due 
by, and module closes on, Thursday 4/9 11:00 pm 


For Module 7 please read: 


Dye chapters 12 International Trade and Immigration and 13 Energy and Environment 


CQ articles U.S. Trade Policy (March 30, 2018) and Renewable Energy Debate (March 15, 
2019)  


Module 8 Foreign, Defense and Homeland Security Policy: Quiz due by Monday 4/20 at 11 
pm; Initial discussion posting due by Tuesday 4/21 at 11 pm; additional postings due by, 
and module closes on, Thursday 4/23 11:00 pm 


For Module 8 please read: 


Dye chapters 15 Defense Policy and 16 Homeland Security 


CQ Articles Cyberwarfare Threat (October 6, 2017) and U.S. – Iran Relations (November 15, 
2019)  


Term Ends: Monday April 27 


Getting Started 


Go to the home page, go to Quizzes and click on “Pretest” and then “Take the Quiz” (as 
described above to document your participation in the course). After that, to begin the graded 
part of the course, click on Modules and then read and follow the instructions for Module 1: 
Policy Analysis and Evaluation. 
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University of Central Florida 


Minority American Politics 


PUP 3314 | Section 1 | Spring - 2020 


Monday, Wednesday, and Friday; 9:30 am – 10:20 am, (3 credit hours) 


HEC, Room 0119 


 


Instructor: Dr. Lynne Gleiber 


Telephone: 407-823-6023 


E-Mail: lynne.gleiber@ucf.edu  


Office hours: Monday and Wednesday; 9-9:20 am and by appointment 


Howard Phillips Hall, Room 102 


 


Purpose and Course Description 


This course will provide opportunities to examine the workings of the U.S. political system in 


relation to several groups characterized by race, gender, ethnicity, and sexual orientation. We 


will study the experiences of several groups historically and then address areas of public policy 


and how they have affected certain groups. This course is designed to answer questions such as 


how has race mattered or does race still matter.  


 


Course Objectives 


Students who successfully complete the course will have obtained: 


• Knowledge of the history of minority groups in the United States 


• Knowledge of the specific issues facing several minority groups in the United States 


• Knowledge of commonalities existing among minority and majority groups in the United States 


• Knowledge of groups not defined by race and issues faced by those groups 


 


Expectations for Student Performance  


1. Course Requirements 


All students are expected to arrive on time.  Cell phones or other communications devices must 


be turned off or silenced while in class.  Students are welcomed and encouraged to contribute to 


class discussions however, off-topic, side conversations are not allowed. Work assignments must 


be completed before class. 


 


2. Required text book:  


The Future is Ours; Shaun Bowler and Gary M. Segura; Sage/ C.Q. Press  


 


 


3. Examinations and Grading 


Examinations, Group Project and Grading 


Three in-class exams will be given: two during the semester and one final exam. Questions will 


be based on information covered in the textbook as well as material presented during class 


lectures, presentations, and discussions. A group assignment will take the form of construction of 


a timeline detailing events experienced by a selected group such as equality in voting or for a 


group of individuals such as equality for women. Detailed instructions and group assignments 


will be discussed during the second week of the semester. The dates for all exams and the group 


assignment are listed in the course schedule below. 
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In the interest of fairness to all students, extra credit work will not be given. If a student misses 


an exam, he or she must provide sufficient justification for doing so (e.g. a documented 


emergency) to qualify for a make-up-exam.  If documentation is not provided a make-up exam 


will not be given. It is the responsibility of the student to contact me (by telephone, voice mail or 


e-mail) before or immediately after the missed exam to discuss the possibility of being given a 


make-up exam.  Students must arrive on time to take exams. No student will be allowed to 


begin an exam once other students have finished and left the exam room.   


 


Grading Distribution 


Final grades will be composed as follows: 


Examination 1    30% 


Examination 2    30% 


Time line    10% 


Final Examination   30% 


 


 


4. Academic Integrity  


Academic integrity is fundamental to the process of learning and evaluating academic 


performance.  Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated.  Academic dishonesty includes, but is 


not limited to, the following: cheating, plagiarism, tampering with academic records and 


examinations, falsifying identity, and being an accessory to acts of academic dishonesty. For 


clarification of what constitutes academic dishonesty, please consult The Golden Rule, the 


University of Central Florida’s Student Handbook http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/ .  Students are 


Violations of the rules addressing academic integrity stated in The Golden Rule will result in 


documentation of the infraction and a grade of zero for the work in question. Confirmation of 


academic dishonesty an also result in expulsion from the University of Central Florida. 
 


5. Attendance and Withdrawal 


Students are expected to attend all classes and are responsible for withdrawing from the course if 


he or she decides not to complete it.  Students who discontinue attending class, and do not 


withdraw will fail the course. 


 


 


Active Duty Military Students 


Accommodations for active duty military students are available. Please see the instructor to make 


any arrangements.  


 


 


 


Special Needs 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all 


persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students 


who need accommodations must be registered with Student Disability Services, Ferrell 


Commons Room 185, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before 


requesting accommodations from me for the course.  Once Student Disability Services has been 


contacted, I am happy to make any arrangements needed by my students. 


  



http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/
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Campus Safety Statement 


Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise during class, everyone needs to work together. 


Students should be aware of their surroundings and familiar with some basic safety and security 


concepts.  


 


• In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance. 


• Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall near the 


door. Students should make a note of the guide’s physical location and review the online 


version at http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html. 


• Students should know the evacuation routes from each of their classrooms and have a 


plan for finding safety in case of an emergency. 


• If there is a medical emergency during class, students may need to access a first-aid kit or 


AED (Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those are located, see 


http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/workplacesafety.html (click on link from menu on left). 


• To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text 


alerts by going to ucf.edu and logging in. Click on “Student Self Service” located on the 


left side of the screen in the toolbar, scroll down to the blue “Personal Information” 


heading on the Student Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the information, 


including e-mail address, cell phone number, and cell phone provider, click “Apply” to 


save the changes, and then click “OK.” 


• Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their 


instructors outside of class. 


• To learn about how to manage an active-shooter situation on campus or elsewhere, 


consider viewing this video. 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 



http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html

http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html

http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/workplacesafety.html

http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/workplacesafety.html

http://my.ucf.edu/

http://my.ucf.edu/

https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk

https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk





4 | P a g e  


 


Course Schedule 


 


 


Date Assignment pages 


January 
6 Introduction   


8 Chapter 1: Demography is Destiny 1-10 


10 Chapter 2: Demography, Identity and a Changing America 11-25 


13   26-43 


15 Chapter 3: Electoral Competition 45-55 


17 Special Topics   


20 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday – class does not meet  
22 Chapter 3 cont. 55-67 


24 Chapter 4: Party Identification 69-78 


27  Chapter 4 cont. 78-86 


29 Exam 1   


31 Special Topics   


February 
3 Chapter 5: Political Distinctiveness of American Minorities 89-94 


5  Chapter 5 cont. 94-102 


7 Special Topics   


10  Chapter 5 cont. 102-114 


12 Chapter 6: Taking Part in Politics 115-125 


14 Special Topics   


17  Chapter 6 cont. 125-136 


19 Chapter 7: Participation Beyond Voting 139-145 


21 Special Topics   


24  Chapter 7 cont. 145-147 


26  Chapter 7 cont. 147-152 


28 Chapter 8: Representation 
 153-
168 


March 2 Library instruction  
4  Chapter 8 cont. 168-187 


6 Exam 2   


9-13 Spring Break no classes   


16 Chapter 9: core Orientations to the Political System 189-194 


18  Chapter 9 cont. 194-209 


20 Special Topics   


23 Chapter 10: Values and Beliefs 211-218 


25  Chapter 10 cont. 218-232 


27 Timelines due - presentations   
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30 Chapter 11: Immigration 233-240 


April 1 Chapter 11 cont. 240-246 


3 Timeline presentations   


6  Chapter 11 cont. 247-258 


8 Chapter 12: Intergroup Conflict and Cooperation 259-265 


10 Timeline presentations   


13 Chapter 12 cont. 265-276 


15  Chapter 12 cont. 276-282 


17 Timeline presentations   


20 Last Class   


 


Final Exam: Friday, April 24, 2020, 7AM – 9:50 AM 
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