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Course Overview 


"Although I very rarely spoke of France in my book, I did not write one page of it 
without having her, so to speak, before my eyes…Without comparisons to make, 
the mind does not know how to proceed”  


- Alexis de Tocqueville, Democracy in America 


  


"Winds of the World, give answer! They are whimpering to and fro— 
And what should they know of England who only England know?" 


– Extract from the poem by Rudyard Kipling, The English Flag 


Welcome to Comparative Politics!  


This course is an introduction to the study of comparative politics and is intended to help 
students compare and contrast the wide variety of political systems, institutions and behavior 
around the world.  Comparative politics is a subfield of political science that can help us make 
arguments about cause and effect by drawing evidence from across nations and over time that 
enable us to then make generalizations about political phenomena.   


This course will provide you with an overview of the major theoretical approaches and debates 
to the study of comparative politics. While the comparative approach seeks to make 
generalization across nations we will also utilize a case study approach to  focus on the history, 
political system, political institutions, political cultures and political behavior of the following 
nine nations: 


• China 
• France 
• India 
• Iran 
• Japan 
• Mexico 
• Nigeria 
• Russia 
• South Africa 
• United Kingdom 


These nations will help illustrate many of the broader concepts and ideas we will encounter this 
semester. They will also provide a solid background and introduction for any future courses you 







may take on one or more of these nation's political system, or for doing independent research 
such as an Honors in the Major thesis. 


I look forward to the class and hope you find it enjoyable and informative. I look forward to 
learning a lot from you! 


  


How to Contact Me. 


Office: Political Science department, Phillips Hall 302L. 


Office hours:  By appointment via Skype. 


Email: Use email in Webcourses.  If you write me M-F, I should get back to you within 24 hours. 
If I don’t, please feel free to send me a reminder! 


Please don't use the comments box on assignments to message me. I receive no notification 
of messages sent here (why it is set up that way, I have no idea!).  So always use the email in 
Webcourses if you wish to follow up on any assignment.  


If you send a message after 5.00pm assume it probably will not get a reply until the following 
day. Do allow adequate time for a reply to a question about an assignment.  If you send a 
question a few hours before an assignment is due, I may not see it in time to provide an 
adequate answer. 


A note on etiquette: You are what you email, which means your instructors will often shape 
their opinion of you according to the quality of the email messages you are sending. To that 
end, be sure to please keep the tone of your emails professional,  sign your emails with your 
name and include an appropriate salutation (Hint: you can’t go wrong with “Dear Dr. 
Knuckey”).  


  


  


Requirements for a Web-Based Class  


This is a completely web-based class, and, consequently, requires a different approach in terms 
of requirements than a regular class. Most obviously, we will not be meeting as a class where 
you are listening to lectures two or three times a week. However, you should realize that a 
web-based class does not mean that you will be doing less work. Indeed, as those of you who 
have taken web-based classes before will attest, a completely on-line class will require that you 
take a much more active role in your education as compared to a regular face-to-face class. 







Generally I have found that students who do well in a web-based class are self-motivated and 
have usually earned good grades (B or higher) in regular face-to-face classes.   


My general rule of thumb for any undergraduate college-level course is that you should devote 
2 to 3 hours of study per course credit hour per week. As this is a three credit hour class you 
should plan on devoting 6 to 9 hours per week to this class. This involves reading, taking notes 
and taking quizzes and other writing assignments. 


I know you have other commitments—other classes, jobs and life in general—and that you will 
not always be able to devote this time every week.  But managing your time is essential to 
doing well in any class, especially a web-based class.  You will also find that much of the 
material in this class is about applying the material learned, rather than memorizing or looking 
things up.   


Thus, to do well in the class you need to make an investment in it throughout the semester—
not just the night an assignment is due. 


  


  


Textbook 


 We will use the following textbook, and you will need to buy it (and of course read it) to do 
well in this class: 


• Patrick H. O'Neil, Karl Fields, and Don Share, Cases and Concepts in Comparative Politics  


Please make sure this is purchased no later than the end of the first week of the 
semester.  Take this into account if ordering from a third party vendor (like Amazon). 


Used copies of the textbook is fine -- and less likely to blow a hole in your budget.  


  


  


Weekly Modules 


 Requirements for each week of class will be detailed in modules that are accessed in 
Webcourses. I strongly recommend printing out the requirements for each module and making 
sure you note due dates for assignments.  


I do not release all the modules at once in order to provide as much feedback as possible on 
quizzes and assignments.  If every module was released at once some students would invariably 







rush through several in a week, giving little time to provide feedback and hence facilitate 
understanding of the material.  I believe this approach best captures the pace of a regular 
course. 


Each module will provide an overview to each specific topic, direct you to the required reading, 
and outline specific quizzes and assignments.  These activities are designed to make sure that 
you have thought about the material covered in the module, and to provide practical 
applications of material you will have read in the textbook As well as including assignment 
instructions, the module overview will often contain some suggestions and tips for the 
assignments. 


 There will be two general types assignments for this course: 


• Quizzes on the chapters and country cases studies from the textbook 
• Written assignments that are designed to provide more depth on a topic and to develop 


your critical thinking and writing skills 


Full assignment details will be given in each Module. 


  


Assignment due dates:  Due dates can be found in the Course Schedule below and in each 
module.  Modules will usually have multiple due dates, so it's a good idea to note these at the 
beginning of each week.   


The deadline submission of work will always be midnight (actually 11.59pm) on a particular day.  
However, you are permitted a grace period where you can still submit work up to 5pm on the 
following day.  As you automatically have a grace period for all work no further extensions will 
be granted. 


All deadlines are, of course, for Eastern time, so keep that in mind if you are in a different time-
zone for part, or all, of the semester! 


Please remember that you will know what assignment is due, and what that assignment entails, 
well in advance of a due date.  The single biggest source of missed points on assignments is 
starting an assignment too late and not making enough time to complete the assignment.  So 
pace yourself on all assignments.  If you plan ahead you can complete an assignment over 
multiple days, which is far more conducive to learning than opening an assignment up just a 
couple of hours before it is due and rushing through it. 


  


Exams 







There will be two exams during the semester.  Here are the details for the exams: 


• The first exam is due on  Friday, June 5th (midnight) 
• The second exam is due on Monday, July 13th (midnight) 
• Both exams will consist of answering four short essay questions.  I will give you potential 


essay topics ahead of the exam, which will be randomly selected when you take the 
exam.  


• The exams are taken in Webcourses and you will have 90 minutes to complete each 
exam.  The time starts once you open the exam.  And remember, the time will count 
down even if you exit the exam. 


• Click on the links to "First Exam Guidelines" and "Second Exam Guidelines" for details of 
what each exam will cover and the list of potential essay topics.  You can access these 
from the "Modules" tab on the navigation bar. 


Both exams must be taken in order to achieve a passing grade in course.  


  


Student Conduct 


All students are expected to adhere to the UCF Golden Rule, which includes conducting oneself 
in a professional manner both in the classroom and in written and verbal communication with 
me and to other students.  Violations of the Golden Rule -- both academic and non-academic -- 
can result in a referral to the Office of Student Conduct. 


  


  


Unauthorized Use of Class Materials 


There are many fraudulent websites claiming to offer study aids to students but are actually 
cheat sites. They encourage students to upload course materials, such as test questions, 
individual assignments, and examples of graded material. Such materials are the intellectual 
property of instructors, the university, or publishers and may not be distributed without prior 
authorization. Students who engage in such activity are in violation of academic conduct 
standards and may face penalties. 


  


  


Grades 







My philosophy of grading is decidedly against what is generally known as "competitive grading" 
or "grading on the curve." You are not competing against fellow students for grades in this 
class. You are competing against yourself at all times, hopefully pushing yourself to excel 
against my objective standards of what students should reasonably get out of this class. 


Average mastery of those standards is the baseline for earning an "average" grade of C. Do 
above-average work, you earn a B. Do excellent work, you earn an A…. and so on. In any case, 
please understand that the points you earn toward a final grade will not be jerked around up or 
down to fit some predetermined grade curve. If everyone deserves an A, they’ll get it. If 
everyone flunks, they’ll all get an F and then, in all likelihood, I will leave the jurisdiction quickly 
under cover of night in heavy disguise and an assumed name! 


Your final grade will be weighted as follows: 


• Two exams: 40% (each exam is weighted equally) 
• Written assignments: 35% 
• Quizzes: 25% 


As there are ample grading opportunities in this course there will be no extra credit given. If 
you know you need a certain grade at the end of the semester, you know you need it at the 
beginning.  Under no circumstances can or will a course grade be awarded on any basis other 
than those stated in the syllabus. 


Grade boundaries are as follows: 


A,  92%+ 


A-, 90-91.9% 


B+, 86-89.9% 


B, 82-85.9% 


B-, 80-81.9% 


C+, 76-79.9% 


C, 72-75.9% 


C-, 70-71.9% 


D, 62-69.9% 


D- 60-61.9% 







F, 59% and below. 


Students typically obsess about grades too late, often at the end of the semester. There is little 
that can be done at that point. So, if you think you are struggling in this class please come and 
talk to me as often as you like - never think you are being a pest! I cannot recall ever failing a 
student who early sought this kind of help. However, students who are struggling and delay 
assistance do fail. 


You will be able to access your grades in Webcourses.  Please make sure that grades entered 
here are correct.  While every effort is made to ensure grades are correct, from time-to-time 
errors can occur (incorrectly add/subtract, miss points, and even fail to understand what a 
student wrote).  


A time limit of 1 week is imposed on all change of grade requests after the grade has posted for 
a completed piece or work. This is sufficient time to identify any errors. After that prior grades 
will not be reviewed.  This is to bring the course grade to completion and to minimize "end of 
semester" opportunism. 


When grades fall exactly on the borderline of letter grades (91.9%, 89.9%, 85.9%, 81.9, 79.9, 
etc, etc), I'll take the overall performance of a student throughout the semester into account 
when deciding whether to round up. 


Grade grievance policies are outlined under the UCF Golden Rule.  


  


  


Make-up Policy and Incompletes 


 The time and dates for all assignments and the exams are fixed in krypton-coated granite 
encased in a hydrogen bomb-proof vault!  These dates are also known at least one week ahead 
of time.  In other words, an extension on an assignment, or make-up exam will only be given in 
the most exceptional circumstances that are beyond the control of a student.  


Note that requests for an assignment extension after an assignment deadline will not be 
granted, unless a student was unable to make such a request prior to the deadline.  However, 
this will have to involve something truly exceptional. 


Here are some unacceptable excuses for late-work, and it is by no means an exhaustive list: 


• "My computer is broken...." 
• "My computer was stolen...." 
• "I accidentally deleted the file....". 







• "My computer magically deleted my homework from the hard drive. I do not understand 
it myself...." 


• "The internet is broken...." 
• "I forgot to attach the assignment...." 
• "I could not find the assignment...." 
• "I did the quiz but forgot to submit it..." 
• "It was my birthday so I never got around to the assignment..." 


  


The above are all actual excuses I have received. Many, as you can see, are computer-related, 
which are the “dog ate my homework” excuses of the technology age and will not fly! It is your 
responsibility to secure ample time at a computer, make backups of your work, check you did 
not submit a blank assignment, check you correctly submitted the right assignment and 
generally plan ahead—do whatever it takes! Completing an assignment the day before it is due 
is always a wise move as that provides a cushion for anything that might come up that is 
unexpected. 


From time to time the servers hosting Webcourses at UCF have been known to go down.  If this 
happens UCF will normally post an announcement and if this coincides with the time when an 
assignment or exam is due, I will make alternative arrangements. 


I do not consider vacations or other trips out of town (other than when the student is away 
from campus representing an official university function) to be exceptional circumstances. Of 
course, this is an on-line class, so as long as you have reliable internet access being out of town 
does not really present a problem. Having internet access for a web-based course is 
assumed.  If you are going to be out of town for more than a week with no internet access 
during the semester, then you may want to reconsider taking this web-based course. 


 Religious Holidays 


Any student missing an assignment, exam or any other work because of observance of religious 
holidays shall be given an opportunity during that semester to make up missed work. The 
make-up will apply to the religious holiday absence only. It shall be the responsibility of the 
student to notify the instructor no later than the end of the first week of class of his or her 
intention to participate in religious holidays which do not fall on state holidays or periods of 
class recess. This policy shall not apply in the event that administering the test or examination 
at an alternate time would impose an unavoidable hardship on the instructor or the university. 


  


Incompletes 







An incomplete standing will only be granted if requested in writing to me (a phone call is not 
acceptable).  You must explain why you are requesting  an incomplete standing and include, 
where appropriate, documentation that must be original and verifiable. Such documentation 
must be on a letterhead, and contain a contact name and telephone number.  An incomplete 
will only be granted if you have a passing grade in the class. 


  


Accessibility Statement 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations.  This 
syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request.  Students who need accommodations 
must be registered with Student Accessibility Services before requesting accommodations from 
the professor. 


  


Deployed Active Duty Military Students 


If you are a deployed active duty military student and feel that you may need a special 
accommodation due to that unique status, please contact me at the start of the semester to 
discuss your circumstances. 


  


  







Disclaimer 


I reserve the right to change, add or modify any part of the syllabus. Of course, advance notice 
will be given of any such changes. 


  


 Course Schedule  


All due dates are midnight (actually 11.59pm) on the date noted.  However, a grace period is 
allowed so that work submitted by 5pm the following day will still receive full credit.   


 


 Module 1 


Studying Comparative Politics 


The Nation-State 


• Quiz: Syllabus Quiz (5/13)  (This quiz will be used to demonstrate student academic 
engagement during the first week of the semester) 


• Quiz: Cases and Concepts of Comparative Politics, ch.1 (5/15) 


• Quiz: Cases and Concepts in Comparative Politics, "States", ch.2 (5/17) 
• Written assignment: The Consequences of a Weak or Failing State - The Case of Pakistan 


(5/19) 


  


  


Module 2 


Identity & Ideas in Comparative Perspective; 


Case Study:  India - The “Unlikely” Democracy 


• Quiz: Cases and Concepts in Comparative Politics, "Nations and Society," ch.3 (5/22) 
• Quiz: Cases and Concepts in Comparative Politics - India, pp.510-539 (5/24) 
• Written assignment: How Has India Remained a Democracy? (5/26) 


 Module 3 







Comparing Democratic Political Systems; 


Case Study:   United Kingdom - The Westminster Parliamentary System 


• Quiz: Cases and Concepts in Comparative Politics, "Democratic Regimes,"  ch.6 (5/28) 
• Quiz: Cases and Concepts in Comparative Politics - UK, pp.202-231 (5/31) 
• Written assignment: The Politics of Brexit (6/2) 


  


First Exam - Due Friday, June 5th (11.59pm).  Refer to "First Exam Guidelines" under Modules 
for details of the exam and potential essay questions. 


  


  


Module 4 


Comparing Developed Democracies; 


Case Study:    France - Conflict and Cohabitation in the Shadow of Revolution; 


Case Study:  Japan - The Developmentalist State 


• Quiz: Cases and Concepts in Comparative Politics, "Developed Democracies," ch.7 (6/7) 
• Quiz: Cases and Concepts in Comparative Politics - France, pp.260-291 (6/9) 
• Written assignment: Multiculturalism versus Assimilation and Anti-Immigrant sentiment 


in French Politics (6/12) 
• Quiz: Cases and Concepts in Comparative Politics - Japan (6/14) 


  


  


  







Module 5 


Comparing Non-Democratic Political Systems; 


Case Study:   South Africa - The Transition from White Minority Rule to Democracy 


Case Study:    Iran - Between Theocracy and Democracy 


• Quiz: Cases and Concepts in Comparative Politics, "Non-Democratic Regimes," ch.8 
(6/16) 


• Quiz: Cases and Concepts in Comparative Politics - South Africa, pp.628-661 (6/18) 
• Written assignment: Comparing the Transition to Democracy in South Africa and 


Zimbabwe (6/21) 
• Quiz: Cases and Concepts in Comparative Politics - Iran, pp.540-567 (6/23) 


  


  


Module 6 


Comparing Communist and Post-Communist Countries; 


Case Study:  Russia - Return to Authoritarianism; 


Case Study:   China - Communism's Reform 


• Quiz: Cases and Concepts in Comparative Politics, "Communism and Post-Communism," 
ch. 9 (6/25) 


• Quiz: Cases and Concepts in Comparative Politics - Russia (6/28) 


• Quiz: Cases and Concepts in Comparative Politics - China, pp.444-479 (6/30) 
• Written assignment: Explaining Communism's Reform in China and Collapse in the 


Soviet Union (7/2) 


  


  


  







Module 7 


Comparing Developing Countries; 


Case Study:   Mexico - The Gradual Path to Political & Economic Reform 


Case Study:   Nigeria - Oil, Ethnic Division & Political Violence 


• Quiz: Cases and Concepts in Comparative Politics, "Developing Countries," ch.10 (7/5) 


• Quiz: Cases and Concepts in Comparative Politics - Mexico, pp.569-599 (7/7) 
• Quiz: Cases and Concepts in Comparative Politics - Nigeria (7/9) 


  


Second Exam - Due Monday, July 13th (11.59pm).  Refer to "Second Exam Guidelines" under 
Modules for details of the exam and potential essay questions. 


  


  


 


 


  


 








CPO3034 - Politics of Developing Areas 
Anca Turcu  


 


Politics of Developing Areas  
Summer 2020  


Course Information 


Course Name Politics of Developing Areas 


Course ID & Section CPO 3034 DW 60 


Prerequisites ENC 1102 or POS 2041 


Corequisites None 


Credit Hours 3 


Semester/Year/Location 
Summer D 2020 World Wide Web 


Instructor Contact 


Instructor Dr. Anca Turcu 


Office Online Communication via E-mail and Canvas Chat 


Office Hours  
By appointment via Canvas conference chat. If you would like to chat with 
me, please e-mail me so we can make arrangements for an online 
discussion during regular business hours Monday-Friday. 


E-mail 


• Anca.Turcu@ucf.edu 
• You may also e-mail me by using the Canvas e-mail/ message system. I 


will use that system to send out updates, important messages or 
announcements. If you e-mail me, I will do my best to get back to you 
quickly, but I may take up to 48 hours to respond. Please note that I do 
only respond to e-mail during regular business hours. 



mailto:Anca.Turcu@ucf.edu?subject=CPO3034





Academic and 
Content 
Related 


Questions 


If you have questions about the academic material or class content, do not 
hesitate to contact me! Questions, feedback or comments are all welcome. 
For technical questions please contact Canvas web support. 


GTA Kinnari Doke kinnari.doke@ucf.edu 


UCF Catalog Description 


Comparative analysis of theories, problems and politics of development in Third World 
nations. 


Course Description 


This class explores the realities and major characteristics of developing areas, while 
providing an in-depth analysis of causes and consequences of different levels of 
development around the Globe. 


Course Objectives 


The course objectives and learning outcomes for Politics of Developing Areas (CPO 3034) 
strive to meet the criteria outlined by the SPSIA Academic Learning Compacts: 
https://oeas.ucf.edu/doc/cos/alc_cos_political_science_ba.pdf 


On completing this course students will be able to: 


1. Describe the economic, political and institutional factors that cause uneven global 
development. 


2. Analyze the impact of globalization on current economic growth trends of developing 
countries. 


3. Discuss the link between colonialism and underdevelopment. 
4. Comprehend the contemporary debate over programs aimed at attaining sustainable 


development through investment rather than aid. 


Course Materials 


Required Texts  


• Challenges of the Developing World, by Howard Handelman; Rowman and 
Littlefield, 9th Edition, 2019 


• Other articles and reading materials as indicated in each week’s module overview 


Note: Political Science is a very dynamic subject matter. Due to ongoing elections and 
unfolding events, material we study is time sensitive and has to be constantly updated with 
the latest developments. This is why it is imperative that students use the textbook 







edition indicated above. Older editions will not provide the most up to date information 
and might negatively affect your answers and your grades. 


Other Materials: Documentaries, Articles and Clips For several modules in this class, 
you will be asked to read additional online articles, watch documentaries, clips and other 
multimedia materials. Some of these articles and clips will be available for free online via 
YouTube, PBS.org, TED Talks and other sources. For others, you might have to use your 
UCF library account. I will provide details about these additional materials in each individual 
“module overview” and provide you with links or a clear indication where you can find the 
material. Not reading these articles or not viewing these clips is not an option, since they 
are a central part of the class. The weekly assignments and quizzes and the final 
assignment will draw on these materials quite extensively. 


Academic Calendar 


Week Date Module Topic(s) Readings 


Week 
1 


05/11-
18 


• Introductory 
Materials  
AND 


• Module 1 


• Understanding 
Underdevelopment: Notions and 
Causes  


• Syllabus, Other Introductory 
Materials AND 


• Handelman Ch.1  


Week 
2 


05/18- 
05/26 


Module 2 The Political Economy of the 
Developing World 


Handelman Ch. 2; Materials 
assigned in module overview 


Week 
3 


05/26-
06/01 


Module 3 The Surge and Partial Retreat of 
Democracy 


Handelman Ch.3; Materials 
assigned in module overview 


Week 
4 


06/01- 
06/08 


Module 4 • Corruption as an Obstacle to 
Development 


Handelman Ch.4; Materials 
assigned in module overview 


Week 
5 


06/08-
15 


Module 5 • Religion and Politics Handelman Ch.5; Materials 
assigned in module overview 


Week 
6 


06/15-
22 


Module 6 • The Politics of Cultural Pluralism 
and Ethnic Conflict 


Handelman Ch.6; Materials 
assigned in module overview 


Week 
7 


06/22- 
06/29 


Module 7 Gender and Development Handelman Ch.7; Materials 
assigned in module overview 


Week 
8 


06/29-
07/06 


Module 8 • The Politics of the Rural and 
Urban Poor 


Handelman Ch.8; Materials 
assigned in module overview 


Week 
9 


07/06-
13 


Module 9 Revolutionary Change Handelman Ch.9; Materials 
assigned in module overview 







Due Dates 


Weekly Assignments 


Due every week by Monday evening, at 11:59 PM, EST; with the exception of the  
assignment for week 1, which is due at the same time as the assignment for week 2, on 
Tuesday, May 26th (Monday, May 25th is Memorial Day and UCF is closed). 
 
 
Final Paper: 
Final Paper requirements will be posted on the class website on 06/22, and will be due on 
Monday, 7/06 at 11:59 PM. See below for submission details. 


 
 
Course Requirements 


Weekly Assignments  


Weekly assignments will test your knowledge of material from weekly modules, readings 
and clips or documentaries. For weekly assignments you will have the choice between 
taking a quiz (20 multiple choice questions, 20 minutes) OR completing a written 
assignment every week.  


Please only complete one of the two assignments. If you complete both, only the quiz will 
be graded. Make sure that you only click the “quiz” tab if you have chosen to take the 
quiz that week. Clicking the tab to only look at quiz questions is not allowed. Once 
you click on that tab, the system will give you a grade for that quiz, even if you have 
only been on that page for only a couple of seconds. In that case, the quiz grade will 
be the only one to count for that week, even if you submit a written paper for that 
week. So please, no ‘peeking’ at quizzes! Click the quiz tab only if you have 
committed to the quiz and you are ready to complete it. You will have to answer twenty 
multiple choice or true/ false questions at 5 points each, for 100 points total. The alternative 
will be a written assignment which you can read prior to submission and which will be made 
up of some short questions about the topic of the week and other instructions. 


I am aware that some students do better with quizzes than written answers, or vice versa. 
Therefore, I am giving you the choice. But, I encourage you to try each one of the two at 
least once during the semester (not both during the same week!). Even if you do not like 
writing, I encourage you to complete at least one weekly written assignment, so that you 
know what to expect and how to go about answering a written assignment, given that the 
final will be very similar to such written assignments.  


If you complete all nine weekly assignments, your two lowest assignment scores will be 
dropped at the end of class, leaving you with seven assignments worth 10% of your grade 
each. That is, seven assignments will make up 70% of your final grade. If you miss an 
assignment, or fail to submit it on time, you will automatically be assigned a grade of 0 for 
that assignment. Assignments will be available, with the rest of the content for each module, 







on the Monday of each week (see above for exception on Memorial Day, May 25th). 
Assignments will close each week by Monday evening of the following week, at 11:59 PM 
EST (see above for exception on Memorial Day, May 25th) and may be completed only 
once. Please avoid last minute submissions in order to prevent technical difficulties. Weekly 
assignments submitted post due will not receive credit.   


The last weekly assignment for the class will be due on 07/13 and will open on 7/06. Due to 
the fact that the last assignment of the semester is due two days before final class grades 
must be turned in, and grading time will be short, this module does not offer a written 
assignment option. All students will have to complete Quiz 9 instead.   


 


Final Paper 


You will have to complete a final paper that will cover numerous topics discussed in the 
various modules. The final paper assignment will be posted on the class website on 06/22 
and you will have until 07/06 at 11:59 PM to complete and submit your work.  


The final paper must be submitted through Canvas written submission, just like written 
assignments during the semester. This site is designed to help me identify plagiarism, so 
make sure to take all necessary measures needed to avoid plagiarism. If you are not sure 
what constitutes plagiarism and how to avoid it, take this UCF library tutorial: 
http://infolit.ucf.edu/students/modules/#article116 Students who plagiarize will receive and 
automatic FZ grade for the entire class.  


Please allow for plenty of time to complete the assignment, so that you avoid last minute 
submissions and the technical difficulties that sometimes accompany them. Final papers 
submitted late will be penalized by 10 points/24 hours, up to (but no later than) 48 hours 
post due date, including weekend days. Note: students who request a review of final paper 
grading should be aware that I re-grade the whole paper once I receive such a request. This 
may sometimes result in a lower grade than the one previously granted. 


 


Missed Assignments/Make-Ups 


No extensions will be granted if you fail to submit your work due to technical difficulties. 
Should you encounter technical problems, please contact Canvas web support. I cannot 
help you with technical issues. Also, please keep in mind that you are solely responsible if 
you fail to submit a quiz or an assignment due to technical difficulties, save for a major 
natural disaster (i.e. a hurricane).  


In the event of a hurricane, which causes power outages and evacuations, do not panic 
about your online assignments. Your safety and that of your family is your first priority. 
When power is restored, contact me. I will work with individual students to determine the 
best course of action. Remember, your professor could be experiencing the same or similar 
problems in the event of a hurricane!  



http://infolit.ucf.edu/students/modules/





Other circumstances, which may be considered "unavoidable", include medical 
emergencies. Pertinent documentation, deemed acceptable by the professor, will be 
required for any delayed assignment. If you miss an assignment due to illness, e-mail me 
(scan) an official notification form a doctor or hospital at the latest a week after due date, in 
order to be allowed to make up missed work. 


 


Federal Financial Aid Requirement 


UCF must comply with a federal financial aid regulation that states that in order to receive 


federal aid, students must be actively academically engaged (according to a federal 


definition) in each course in which they are enrolled. All faculty are required to document 


students’ academic activity at the beginning of each course.  Without verification of this 


engagement, students will not receive their financial aid.  


In order to document that you began this course, you will be required to complete a short 


quiz in Canvas during the first week of classes, no later than May 15th. Failure to do so may 


result in a delay in the disbursement of students’ financial aid or will mean that students will 


not receive their aid. 


 


Evaluation and Grading  


Grading Formula 


(final paper *.30) + [(sum of seven highest scoring weekly assignments/7) *.70]= final grade 


 


 


Assignment Percentage of Grade 


Weekly Assignments (7) 70 


Final Paper 30 


Total 100 







 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Course Policies 


Attendance Policy 


This course is web-based, fully online and considered a "W" course. Students are expected 
to fully participate in all online activities and to complete all assignments by the due dates. 
Participation and a timely completion of work and assignments are both considered similar 
to attendance in a face-to-face class. Assignments that are not turned into Canvas by the 
due date, will receive 0 points. 


 


Letter Grade Points 


A 93 – 100 


A- 90 – 92 


B+ 87 – 89 


B 83 – 86 


B- 80 – 82 


C+ 77 – 79 


C 73 – 76 


C- 70 – 72 


D+ 67 – 69 


D 63 – 66 


D- 60 – 62 


F 59 and below 







Academic Honesty 


Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of Conduct. According to 
Section 1, “Academic Misconduct,” students are prohibited from engaging in 


1. Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, 
information or study aids in any academic exercise unless specifically authorized 
by the instructor of record. The unauthorized possession of examination or 
course-related material also constitutes cheating. 


2. Communication to another through written, visual, electronic (including GroupMe 
or similar apps or chat rooms), or oral means: The presentation of material which 
has not been studied or learned, but rather was obtained through someone else’s 
efforts and used as part of an examination, course assignment, or project. 


3. Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to another 
person, student, and/or uploading course material to a third-party vendor without 
authorization or without the express written permission of the university and the 
instructor. Course materials include but are not limited to class notes, Instructor’s 
PowerPoints, course syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, instruction sheets, homework, 
study guides, handouts, etc. 


4. Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work. 
5. Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the 


source, thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the 
student’s own. In an instructional setting, plagiarism occurs when a writer 
deliberately uses someone else’s language, ideas, or other original (not 
common-knowledge) material without acknowledging its source. This definition 
applies to texts published in print or on-line, to manuscripts, and to the work of 
other student writers. 


6. Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than 
once without the express written permission of the instructor. 


7. Helping another violate academic behavior standards. For more information about 
Academic Integrity, students may consult The Center for Academic Integrity. For more 
information about plagiarism and misuse of sources, see “Defining and Avoiding 
Plagiarism: The WPA Statement on Best Practices.”  


 


Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating 


Students should also familiarize themselves with the procedures for academic 
misconduct in UCF’s student handbook, The Golden Rule. UCF faculty members have 
a responsibility for students’ education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to 
prevent unethical behavior and when necessary respond to academic misconduct. 
Penalties can include a failing grade in an assignment or in the course, suspension or 
expulsion from the university, and/or a “Z Designation” on a student’s official transcript 
indicating academic dishonesty, where the final grade for this course will be preceded 
by the letter Z. For more information about the Z Designation, click here.  
 


Unauthorized Use of Class Materials 


There are many fraudulent websites claiming to offer study aids to students but are actually 


cheat sites. They encourage students to upload course materials, such as test questions, 



http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/process/roc

http://www.academicintegrity.org/icai/assets/FVProject.pdf

http://wpacouncil.org/node/9

http://wpacouncil.org/node/9

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/docs/goldenrule.pdf

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade





individual assignments, and examples of graded material. Such materials are the 


intellectual property of instructors, the university, or publishers and may not be distributed 


without prior authorization. Students who engage in such activity are in violation of 


academic conduct standards and will face penalties. 


Recording Policy 


Outside of the notetaking and recording services offered by Student Accessibility Services, 


the creation of an audio or video recording of all or part of a class for personal use is 


allowed only with the advance and explicit written consent of the instructor. Such recordings 


are only acceptable in the context of personal, private studying and notetaking and are not 


authorized to be shared with anyone without the separate written approval of the instructor. 


Student Accessibility  


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all 


persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. 


Students with disabilities who need specific access in this course, such as 


accommodations, should contact the professor as soon as possible to discuss various 


access options. Students should also connect with Student Accessibility Services (Ferrell 


Commons, 7F, Room 185, sas@ucf.edu, phone (407) 823-2371). Through Student 


Accessibility Services, a Course Accessibility Letter may be created and sent to professors, 


which informs faculty of potential access and accommodations that might be reasonable. 


Deployed Active Duty Military Students 


Students who are deployed active duty military and/or National Guard personnel and 
require accommodation should contact me as soon as possible after the semester begins 
and/or after they receive notification of deployment to make related arrangements. 


Copyright 


This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, images, 
text materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use doctrine in order 
to enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, download or distribute 
these items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for this online classroom 
environment and your use only. All copyright materials are credited to the copyright holder. 


Third-Party Software and FERPA 


During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or 
software applications sometimes called third-party software such as a blog or wiki. While 
some of these could be required assignments, you need not make any personally 
identifying information on a public site. Do not post or provide any private information about 
yourself or your classmates. Where appropriate you may use a pseudonym or nickname. 
Some written assignments posted publicly may require personal reflection/comments, but 



http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

mailto:sas@ucf.edu





the assignments will not require you to disclose any personally identity-sensitive 
information. If you have any concerns about this, please contact your instructor. 


Religious Holidays 


The University of Central Florida welcomes diversity of religious beliefs and practices, 
recognizing the contributions differing experiences and viewpoints can bring to the 
community. There may be times when an academic or work requirement conflicts with 
religious observances and practices. If that happens, students may request reasonable 
accommodation of their religious practices. In all cases, you must put your request in writing 
and present it to the instructor at the beginning of the semester. The instructor or supervisor 
will review the situation in an effort to provide a reasonable accommodation when possible 
to do so without fundamentally altering a course or creating an undue burden for the 
department. 


Religious Holidays 


The University of Central Florida welcomes diversity of religious beliefs and practices, 
recognizing the contributions differing experiences and viewpoints can bring to the 
community. There may be times when an academic or work requirement conflicts with 
religious observances and practices. If that happens, students may request reasonable 
accommodation of their religious practices. In all cases, you must put your request in writing 
and present it to the instructor at the beginning of the semester. The instructor or supervisor 
will review the situation in an effort to provide a reasonable accommodation when possible 
to do so without fundamentally altering a course or creating an undue burden for the 
department. 


Campus Safety Statement for Students in Online-Only Courses 


Though most emergency situations are primarily relevant to courses that meet in person, 
such incidents can also impact online students, either when they are on or near campus to 
participate in other courses or activities or when their course work is affected by off-campus 
emergencies. The following policies apply to courses in online modalities.  


To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text 
alerts by going to ucf.edu and logging in. Click on “Student Self Service” located on the left 
side of the screen in the toolbar, scroll down to the blue “Personal Information” heading on 
the Student Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the information, including e-mail 
address, cell phone number, and cell phone provider, click “Apply” to save the changes, and 
then click “OK.” Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak 
with their instructors outside of class. 


 


 



http://my.ucf.edu/





Viruses 


A virus can spell disaster. Your use of a reputable anti-virus program is a requirement for 
participation in this course (good ones include McAfee or Norton). 


Also, back up your files: “My hard drive crashed.” “My modem doesn’t work.” “My printer is 
out of ink.” These are today’s equivalents of “My dog ate my homework.” These events 
really do occur and they are really inconvenient when they do. However, these are not valid 
excuses for failing to get your work in on time.  


 


E-mail Protocols 


E-mail will be an integral part of this course. Make sure you: Check your e-mail at least 
once every 48 hours during regular business hours (more often is better). 


Be patient. Don’t expect an immediate response when you send a message. Generally, two 
business days is considered reasonable amount of time to receive a reply. Please note that 
your professor only checks and answers to e-mails during regular business hours. 


Include “Subject” headings: use something that is descriptive and refer to a particular 
assignment or topic. 


Be courteous and considerate. Being honest and expressing yourself freely is very 
important, but being considerate of others online is just as important as in the classroom. 


Make every effort to be clear. Online communication lacks the nonverbal cues that fill in 
much of the meaning in face-to-face communication. 


Do not use all caps. This makes the message very hard to read and is considered 
“shouting.” Check spelling, grammar, and punctuation (you may want to compose in a word 
processor, then cut and paste the message into the discussion or e-mail). 


Break up large blocks of text into paragraphs and use a space between paragraphs. 


Sign your e-mail messages. 


Never assume that your e-mail can be read by no one except yourself; others may be able 
to read or access your mail. Never send or keep anything that you would mind seeing on 
the evening news. 


 


 







Copyright 


This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, images, 
text materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use doctrine in order 
to enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, download or distribute 
these items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for this online classroom 
environment and your use only. All copyright materials are credited to the copyright holder. 


 


Technical Assistance 


For specific problems in any of the areas below or for further information go to the 
corresponding link for assistance. 


UCF Home Page will help find UCF resources. 


UCF Service Desk – You can also call the Service Desk at 407-823-5117. 


Learning Online This site provides information on study skills for distance learners, the 
library and the writing center. 


Buying a new computer or upgrading your current equipment – http://www.cstore.ucf.edu/ 


Technical Discussion Topic: If you have technical questions and/or problems, please post a 
message to the Technical Discussion Topic. I encourage members of the class who are 
technically proficient to also monitor this discussion topic and assist your classmates. 


If your equipment problems prevent you from using e-mail from home, there are many 
computer labs on campus and virtually every public library offers Internet access. 


 


Third-Party Software and FERPA 


During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or 
software applications sometimes called third-party software such as a blog or wiki. While 
some of these could be required assignments, you need not make any personally 
identifying information on a public site. Do not post or provide any private information about 
yourself or your classmates. Where appropriate you may use a pseudonym or nickname. 
Some written assignments posted publicly may require personal reflection/comments, but 
the assignments will not require you to disclose any personally identity-sensitive 
information. If you have any concerns about this, please contact your instructor. 


 







Important Disclaimer 


These descriptions and timelines are subject to change at the discretion of the professor. I 
will provide notification of such changes in a timely manner. 
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Course Syllabus


Jump to Today  Edit


CPO 3057 - Contemporary Revolution and Political


Violence


Instructor: Konstantin Ash                                        Office Hours: By appointment through Skype only.
Skype ID: konstantin.ash@ucf.edu (mailto:konstantin.ash@ucf.edu)


Instructor E-mail: konstantin.ash@ucf.edu (mailto:konstantin.ash@ucf.edu)                


TA:                                                         Meet by appointment.


TA E-mail: 


Course Description


 Political violence and revolution are common-place political phenomena around the world. Insurgencies,
or campaigns that seek to either capture a part of a country's territory or to overthrow the government
through violent means, are present in over one-third of the world's countries. More than half of the world's
states have experienced a civil conflict in the past twenty years. Terrorist attacks occur either sporadically
or systematically in both Western countries and the developing world. The Arab Spring and the Color
Revolutions placed protest revolutions to the forefront in the 2000s and early 2010s leading to the civil
conflict in their own right.


Simply put, political violence -- the use of violence to advance a political goal -- and revolution -- a sudden
and fundamental change in the institutions of a government -- have been staples of national and
international affairs as long as nations have existed. Civil conflicts often have a devastating effect on the
population of the state that experiences it and the state around it. Civilians are subject to food insecurity,
abuse and are often forced to flee their homes or their countries. The death toll from recent civil conflicts
has varied from tens of thousands to millions of people. Terrorism, or low-level forms of symbolic targeted
political violence, continues to pose a threat to the Western world. While far less deadly, terrorist attacks
threaten the psyche of societies and can sow the seeds of political and social unrest that brings
economies to a halt and renders governments ineffective. Revolutions, while often inspiring at their outset,
often serve to destabilize the political system of the countries experiencing regime change and create



mailto:konstantin.ash@ucf.edu

mailto:konstantin.ash@ucf.edu
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long-lasting political strife and even additional revolutions.


The broad goal of this course is to explain why both political violence and revolutions occur. The course
will accomplish this through a broad survey of research on political violence and revolutions, with a special
focus on connecting this research to tangible contemporary cases of revolution and political violence. A
secondary, but as and possibly more important goal, is to use the topic of the course to impart marketable
skills that students can use in future academic and professional endeavors. As such, most of the
assignments for this class, especially the final paper, are designed to teach/re-enforce broadly marketable
skills. These skills include consuming academic research, discussing topics relating to both the content
and quality of academic writing with your peers, producing your own work that shows your understanding
of academic research. 


As a student, you are expected to watch the lectures, tutorials, and documentaries, to do the assigned
("required") readings before each short exam and submit discussion papers in a timely manner. As seen
in the next section both of these expectations will factor in calculating your final grade.


Assignments


Discussion Papers


Students are required to write four discussion papers based on documentary films assigned in weeks 2-5
of the course. Students will be provided with links to the films and specific questions to answer. Questions
will need to be supported with cited lecture and reading content. Discussion papers should be no less than
750 words and no more than 1000 words. Each paper is worth 10% of a student's total grade.


Short Exams


Short exams are due on Friday at 11:59p of each week. They will encompass content from each week's
readings, tutorials (when applicable) and lectures. Each will consist of both short-answer and multiple-
choice questions. Students will have one hour to complete each short exam and may use any course
materials to aid them while taking the exam. The exams are each worth 5% of a student's total grade.


Final Paper


Students are required to write a final paper that tests a theory advanced by a reading in the course
through gathering information on a particular case of terrorism, civil conflict, riot or revolution. Students will
be asked to gather evidence from their country of choice to test the claims of an existing theory either from
class or from outside of the course.


Papers should be at least 8 pages (before citations), 12-point Times New Roman font and use in-text
citations. Students are required to consult with me through either e-mail or in office hours before
proceeding with their topic. Please see rubric for detailed requirements. The final paper is due on June 21
at 11:59pm. 



https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1353367/assignments/6557385
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Topic Approval. Topics for the writing assignment MUST be submitted for approval by June 2 at 11:59
PM for full credit to my e-mail: konstantin.ash@ucf.edu. Students should include their chosen reading, the
research question of that reading and the country where that reading's claims are to be tested. You lose
one point from your assignment grade for every day that the topic is late. If revisions are needed, students
may be required to consult with me over Skype to develop their topic.


Grade Distribution


Assignment Percentage of Grade


 Discussion Papers (4x) 40%


 Short Exams (6x) 30%


 Final Paper 30%


Total 100% 


 


Academic Honesty


Plagiarism and cheating of any kind on an examination, quiz, or assignment will result at least in an "F" for
that assignment (and may, depending on the severity of the case, lead to an "F" for the entire course) and
may be subject to appropriate referral to the Office of Student Conduct
(http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/faq#students)  for further action. See the UCF Golden Rule
(http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/)  for further information. I will assume for this course that you will adhere to
the academic creed of this University and will maintain the highest standards of academic integrity. In
other words, don't cheat by giving answers to others or taking them from anyone else. I will also adhere to
the highest standards of academic integrity, so please do not ask me to change (or expect me to change)
your grade illegitimately or to bend or break rules for one person that will not apply to everyone.


Disability Statement


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all persons
with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students with disabilities who
need accommodations in this course must contact the professor at the beginning of the semester to
discuss needed accommodations. No accommodations will be provided until the student has met with the
professor to request accommodations. Students who need accommodations must be registered
with Student Disability Services (http://www.sds.sdes.ucf.edu/) , Ferrell Commons, 7F, Room 185, phone



http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/faq#students

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://www.sds.sdes.ucf.edu/
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(407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting accommodations from the
professor.


Copyright


This course may contain copyright-protected materials such as audio or video clips, images, text
materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use doctrine in order to enhance the
learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, download or distribute these items. The use of these
materials is strictly reserved for this online classroom environment and your use only. All copyright
materials are credited to the copyright holder.


Third-Party Software and FERPA


During this course, you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or software
applications sometimes called third-party software such as a blog or wiki. While some of these could be
required assignments, you need not make any personally identifying information on a public site. Do not
post or provide any private information about yourself or your classmates. Where appropriate you may
use a pseudonym or nickname. Some written assignments posted publicly may require personal
reflection/comments, but the assignments will not require you to disclose any personally identity-sensitive
information. If you have any concerns about this, please contact your instructor.


Course Schedule and Readings
Each week’s courses will follow the same structure. Lectures and exams will be made available on
Monday until Friday at 11:59p. Discussion threads (weeks 2-5 only) will be visible starting Monday at
noon, however, you will not be able to make submissions until Friday at noon. Discussion posts will be
due Sunday at noon, with responses to be made by the following day at noon. 


All readings will be made available on WebCourses under the "Files" tab. Below is a schedule of
readings and major course events.


Please consult the Reading Focus Questions before starting each reading.


WEEK 1 (MAY 11-18) - INTRODUCTION AND DEFINITIONS


Required Readings:


Stathis N. Kalyvas, ```New' and `Old' Civil Wars: A Valid Distinction?'' World Politics 54, 1 (October
2001): 99-118.


Gerwehr, Scott and Kirk Hubbard. 2007. "What is Terrorism? Key Elements and History," in e.d Bruce
Bongar, Psychology of Terrorism. Oxford University Press. pp. 87-93.


Tutorial: Reading Academic Research.


WEEK 2 (MAY 18-25) - CAUSES OF TERRORISM
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Required Readings:


Crenshaw, Martha, ''The Causes of Terrorism,'' Comparative Politics 13, no. 4 (1981): 379-389.


Kydd, Andrew, and Walter, Barbara. The Strategies of Terrorism. International Security. 31 (1): 49-79. 


Enders, Walter and Todd Sandler, The Political Economy of Terrorism (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 2006), pp. 24-41. 


Discussion Videos:


Northern Ireland: Voices from the Grave - The Troubles. RTE-One.


Tutorial: Research Question Workshop


WEEK 3 (MAY 25-JUNE 1) - CAUSES OF INSURGENCY


Required Readings:


Gurr, Ted R. 1970. Why Men Rebel, Princeton: Princeton University Press. pp. 22-56.


Horowitz, Donald. 1985. Ethnic Groups in Conflict, Berkeley: University of California Press. 141-160,
166-175.


Herschel I. Grossman, 1999. ``Kleptocracy and Revolutions.'' Oxford Economic Papers 51(2):267-83


Fearon, James D. and David D. Laitin. 2003. ''Ethnicity, Insurgency and Civil War,'' American Political
Science Review 97 (1): 75-90.


Discussion Videos:


Ukraine: The Donetsk People's Republic, Vice News.


Tutorial: Writing Research Papers Workshop


WEEK 4 (JUNE 1-8) - CAUSES OF RIOTS


Required Readings:


Wilkinson, Steven. 2004. Votes and Violence: Electoral Competition and Ethnic Riots in
India, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 19-51
Horowitz, Donald. 2001. The Deadly Ethnic Riot. University of California Press. Chapter 3. 


Discussion Videos:


Los Angeles: “LA 92,” National Geographic/Netflix.


Tutorial: Linking Claims to Evidence


WEEK 5 (JUNE 8-15) - CAUSES OF REVOLUTION
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Course Summary:
 


Date Details


Fri May 15, 2020



Short Exam 1
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1353367/assignments/6557376) due by 11:59pm



Student Engagement Assignment
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1353367/assignments/6557386) due by 11:59pm


Fri May 22, 2020 
Short Exam 2
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1353367/assignments/6557377) due by 11:59pm


Sun May 24, 2020 
Week 2 Discussion Essay
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1353367/assignments/6557384) due by 11:59pm


Fri May 29, 2020 
Short Exam 3
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1353367/assignments/6557375) due by 11:59pm


Sun May 31, 2020 
Week 3 Discussion Essay
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1353367/assignments/6557382) due by 11:59pm


Required Readings:


Skocpol, Theda. 1979. States and Social Revolutions. Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press: Chapter 2. 
Kuran, Timur (1991). “Now Out of Never: The Element of Surprise in the East European Revolution of
1989.” World Politics 44: 7-48.


Discussion Videos:


Egypt: "The Square." Netflix.


Tutorial: Paraphrasing


WEEK 6 (JUNE 15-22) - WHO PARTICIPATES IN PROTEST AND POLITICAL VIOLENCE?


Required Readings:


Petersen, Roger D. 2001. Resistance and Rebellion: Lessons from Eastern Europe, Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press. 32-51, 75-79.
Lee, Alexander. 2011. "Who becomes a terrorist? Poverty, Education and the Origins of Political
Violence," World Politics 63(2): 203-234.


No Discussion - work on final paper 


FINAL PAPER DUE SUNDAY, JUNE 21 @ 11:59PM THROUGH WEBCOURSES



https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1353367/assignments/6557376

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1353367/assignments/6557386

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1353367/assignments/6557377

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1353367/assignments/6557384

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1353367/assignments/6557375

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1353367/assignments/6557382
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Date Details


Tue Jun 2, 2020 


Writing Assignment Topic Proposal Due
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?
event_id=1848873&include_contexts=course_1353367)


11:59pm


Fri Jun 5, 2020 
Short Exam 4
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1353367/assignments/6557378) due by 11:59pm


Sun Jun 7, 2020 
Week 4 Discussion Essay
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1353367/assignments/6557381) due by 11:59pm


Fri Jun 12, 2020 
Short Exam 5
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1353367/assignments/6557379) due by 11:59pm


Sun Jun 14, 2020 
Week 5 Discussion Essay
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1353367/assignments/6557383) due by 11:59pm


Fri Jun 19, 2020 
Short Exam 6
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1353367/assignments/6557380) due by 11:59pm


Sun Jun 21, 2020 
Final Paper
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1353367/assignments/6557385) due by 11:59pm



https://webcourses.ucf.edu/calendar?event_id=1848873&include_contexts=course_1353367

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1353367/assignments/6557378

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1353367/assignments/6557381

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1353367/assignments/6557379

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1353367/assignments/6557383

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1353367/assignments/6557380

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1353367/assignments/6557385






CPO3103.AW60: Comparative Politics 


School of Politics, Security, and International Affairs 


3 Credit Hours 


Professor Information  


• Professor: Myunghee Kim  


• Office Location: Online 


• Office Hours: Online (TTH 3:00-4:00pm) 


• Phone: 407-823-2608 


• Digital Contact: myunghee.kim@ucf.edu 


Teaching Assistants  


• GTA(s): Augustine Larmin 


• Email: Webcourses@UCF messaging 


Course Information 


• Term: Summer A 2020 


• Course Number & Section: CPO3103-AW60 


• Course Name: Comparative Politics 


• Credit Hours: 3 


• Course Modality: W 


• Prerequisites: ENC1102 or POS2041 or CI 


  


Course Description 


Government and politics in selected nations, with emphasis upon comparative analysis of 


contemporary problems, politics, political culture, behavior, and institutions.Course Materials 


and Resources 


  


Required Textbook 


• O’Neil, Patrick H.  Essentials of Comparative Politics.  6th Edition.  New York: W. W. 


Norton, 2018 (ISBN: 978-0-393-62458-8). 







Optional Materials (Must choose one) 


• Hoover, Kenneth, and Todd Donovan.  The Elements of Social Scientific Thinking.  11th 


Edition. Boston: Wadsworth/Cengage Learning, 2013 (Ch. 2 “The Elements of Science,” 


pp. 12-39). 


http://www.wadsworthmedia.com/marketing/sample_chapters/9781133607670_ch02.pdf 


(Links to an external site.)  


• King, Gary, Robert R. Keohane, and Sidney Verba.  Designing Social Inquiry: Scientific 


Inference in Qualitative Research.  Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1994.  Ch. 


1 “The Science in Social Science” (pp. 3-33).  Available via library website as an e-book. 


https://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctt7sfxj.4?refreqid=excelsior%3A02d054bf7cc73bbaf5389


dfc7fa0bb41&seq=1#metadata_info_tab_contents (Links to an external site.)  


Student Learning Outcomes 


CPO 3103 introduces comparative politics as a subfield of political science.  This course is 


designed to develop the understandings and skills to major or minor in political science by 


examining the world’s different political systems.  Two main objectives are: Some features of 


effective student learning outcomes include: 


• understandings of fundamental concepts in major four aspects of political science – 


structural, historical-cultural, behavioral, and global aspects 


• comparisons of the major aspects of liberal democratic and non-democratic ideologies, 


political economic features of democratic and authoritarian regimes, key institutions, 


political parties, interest groups, political issues, and cleavages. 


Course Activities 


• Two assignments (5% each) 


• Ten quizzes (5% each) and one final exam (30%) 


• No extra credit assignments will be permitted. 


• The student should have regular access to the internet and plan on logging into the course 


at least twice each week, or students should plan on at least five hours’ worth of 


homework outside of class each week. 


  


Make-up Exams and Assignments 


Do not miss quizzes and exams. Without instructor’s prior permission to a specific student and 


without official documents, there will be no make-up examinations. 


Late submissions are discouraged. Assignments submitted after the due date will be penalized by 


a deduction of one letter grade, and the deduction is accumulated by each class day. No work 


will be accepted more than a week after the due date. 



http://www.wadsworthmedia.com/marketing/sample_chapters/9781133607670_ch02.pdf

http://www.wadsworthmedia.com/marketing/sample_chapters/9781133607670_ch02.pdf

https://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctt7sfxj.4?refreqid=excelsior%3A02d054bf7cc73bbaf5389dfc7fa0bb41&seq=1#metadata_info_tab_contents

https://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctt7sfxj.4?refreqid=excelsior%3A02d054bf7cc73bbaf5389dfc7fa0bb41&seq=1#metadata_info_tab_contents





Students who add this class later have a full responsibility to catch up with materials and 


announcement that they missed. 


Extra Credit 


No extra credit assignments will be permitted. 


Assessment and Grading Procedures 


Assignment Percentage of Grade 


Assignments 1  & 2 5% (each) = 10% 


Quizzes 1-10 5% (each) = 50% 


Final exam 30% 


Discussions 1-5 2% (each) = 10% 


Total 100% 


  


Letter Grade Points 


A 90-100 


B 80-89 


C 70-79 


D 60-69 


F 59 or below 


  


Course Schedule 


Topic Assignments Open Close 







Getting started 


Two truths and one lie 


introduction (financial 


aid requirement) 


May 11, 10am May 15, 11:59pm 


Module 1: Introduction 


Quiz 1 


Discussion 1 


May 13, 9am 


May 13, 9am 


May 13 11:59pm 


May 17, 5:00pm 


Module 2: States Quiz 2 May 18, 9am May 18, 11:59pm 


Module 3: Nations and 


Society 


Quiz 3 


Discussion 2 


May 21, 9am 


May 20, 9am 


May 21, 11:59pm 


May 24, 5pm 


Module 4: Political 


Economy 
Quiz 4 May 25, 9am May 25, 11:59pm 


Assignment 1 
Writing research 


proposal 
May 18, 12am 


Due: May 26, 11:59pm 


Close: June 2, 11:59pm 


Module 5: Democratic 


Regime 


Quiz 5 


Discussion 3 


May 28, 9am 


May 27, 9am 


May 28, 11:59pm 


May 31, 5pm 


Module 6: Nondemocratic 


Regime 
Quiz 6 June 1, 9am June 1, 11:59pm 


Module 7: Political Violence 


Quiz 7 


Discussion 4 


June 4, 9am 


June 3, 9am 


June 4, 11:59pm 


June 7, 5pm 


Assignment 2 Personal statement June 1, 12am 


Due: June 5, 22:59pm 


Close: June 12, 11:59pm 


Module 8: Communism and 


Postcommunism 
Quiz 8 June 8, 9am June 8, 11:59pm 


Module 9: Developing 


Countries 


Quiz 9 


Discussion 5 


June 11, 9am 


June 10, 9am 


June 11, 11:59pm 


June 14, 5pm 


Module 10: Globalization 


and the Future of 


Comparative Politics 


Quiz 10 June 15, 9am June 15, 11:59pm 


Final exam University schedule June 18, 10am June 18, 11:50am 


* Modules themselves open earlier and close later than quizzes. See module schedules. 


  


University Services and Resources 


Academic Services and Resources 







A list of available academic support and learning services is available at UCF Student 


Services (Links to an external site.). Click on "Academic Support and Learning Services" on the 


right-hand side to filter.   


Non-Academic Services and Resources 


A list of non-academic support and services is also available at UCF Student Services (Links to 


an external site.). Click on "Support" on the right-hand side to filter.   


If you are a UCF Online student, please consult the UCF Online Student Guidelines (Links to an 


external site.) for more information about your access to non-academic services. 


Policy Statements 


Academic Integrity 


Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of Conduct (Links to an external site.). 


According to Section 1, "Academic Misconduct," students are prohibited from engaging in: 


• Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information 


or study aids in any academic exercise unless specifically authorized by the instructor of 


record. The unauthorized possession of examination or course-related material also 


constitutes cheating. 


• Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral means: The 


presentation of material which has not been studied or learned, but rather was obtained 


through someone else’s efforts and used as part of an examination, course assignment, or 


project. 


• Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to another person, 


student, and/or uploading course material to a third-party vendor without authorization or 


without the express written permission of the university and the instructor. Course 


materials include but are not limited to class notes, Instructor’s PowerPoints, course 


syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, instruction sheets, homework, study guides, handouts, etc. 


• Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work. 


• Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the source, 


thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s own. 


• Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than once 


without the express written permission of the instructor. 


• Helping another violate academic behavior standards. 


For more information about Academic Integrity, students may consult The Center for Academic 


Integrity (Links to an external site.). 


For more information about plagiarism and misuse of sources, see “Defining and Avoiding 


Plagiarism: The WPA Statement on Best Practices (Links to an external site.)”. 


Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating 



https://www.ucf.edu/services/

https://www.ucf.edu/services/

https://www.ucf.edu/services/

https://www.ucf.edu/services/
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https://academicintegrity.org/

https://academicintegrity.org/

http://wpacouncil.org/node/9

http://wpacouncil.org/node/9





Students should also familiarize themselves with the procedures for academic misconduct in 


UCF’s student handbook, The Golden Rule.  (Links to an external site.)UCF faculty members 


have a responsibility for students’ education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to 


prevent unethical behavior and when necessary respond to academic misconduct. Penalties can 


include a failing grade in an assignment or in the course, suspension or expulsion from the 


university, and/or a "Z Designation" on a student’s official transcript indicating academic 


dishonesty, where the final grade for this course will be preceded by the letter Z. For more 


information about the Z Designation, see http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade (Links to an 


external site.). 


Course Accessibility Statement 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all persons 


with disabilities. Students with disabilities who need disability-related access in this course 


should contact the professor as soon as possible. Students should also connect with Student 


Accessibility Services (Links to an external site.) (Ferrell Commons 185, sas@ucf.edu, phone 


(407) 823-2371). Through Student Accessibility Services, a Course Accessibility Letter may be 


created and sent to professors, which informs faculty of potential access and accommodations 


that might be reasonable.Determining reasonable access and accommodations requires 


consideration of the course design, course learning objectives and the individual academic and 


course barriers experienced by the student. 


Campus Safety Statement 


Fully online course sections (W, V)  


Though most emergency situations are primarily relevant to courses that meet in person, such 


incidents can also impact online students, either when they are on or near campus to participate 


in other courses or activities or when their course work is affected by off-campus emergencies. 


The following policies apply to courses in online modalities. 


• To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text 


alerts by going to <https://my.ucf.edu (Links to an external site.)> and logging in. Click 


on “Student Self Service” located on the left side of the screen in the toolbar, scroll down 


to the blue “Personal Information” heading on the Student Center screen, click on “UCF 


Alert”, fill out the information, including e-mail address, cell phone number, and cell 


phone provider, click “Apply” to save the changes, and then click “OK.” 


• Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their 


instructors outside of class. 


Deployed Active Duty Military Students 


Students who are deployed active duty military and/or National Guard personnel and require 


accommodation should contact their instructors as soon as possible after the semester begins 


and/or after they receive notification of deployment to make related arrangements. 



http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/docs/goldenrule.pdf

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade

http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

mailto:sas@ucf.edu

https://my.ucf.edu/





Copyright 


This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, images, text 


materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use doctrine in order to 


enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, download or distribute these 


items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for this online classroom environment and 


your use only. All copyright materials are credited to the copyright holder. 


  


Third-Party Software and FERPA 


During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or software 


applications sometimes called third-party software such as a blog or wiki. While some of these 


could be required assignments, you need not make any personally identifying information on a 


public site. Do not post or provide any private information about yourself or your classmates. 


Where appropriate you may use a pseudonym or nickname. Some written assignments posted 


publicly may require personal reflection/comments, but the assignments will not require you to 


disclose any personally identity-sensitive information. If you have any concerns about this, 


please contact your instructor. 


  


The instructor reserves the right to adjust the syllabus in the 


course of the semester/session. 


  


 








CPO 3104 Politics of Western Europe 
Summer 2020 


 


Instructor and GTA Contact 


Instructor  Dr. Barbara Sgouraki Kinsey 


Office  Phillips Hall, 311H 


Office 
Hours 


By appointment: please contact me to set an appointment (via skype, 
zoom, phone, or course chat) 


Phone  (407) 823-2608 


E-mail  
Barbara.kinsey@ucf.edu 


You may also email me using the Canvas email/message system 


GTA  To be announced in the first week of classes 


 


Course Information 


Course Name  Politics of Western Europe 


Course ID & Section CPO 3104 – DW60 (56194) 


Credit Hours  3 


Semester/Year  Summer 2020 


Location Web 


Prerequisites POS 2041 


 


Course Description: 
 
This course provides an introduction to European politics.  We examine the evolution, 
structures and operation of representative institutions across European countries and 
focus on particular themes, such as political parties, elections, government formation, 
policy making, social movements and so on across European countries rather than 
focusing on particular countries.  We discuss the implications of different political 
institutions for different political, policy, and social outcomes.  
 
 
 



mailto:Barbara.kinsey@ucf.edu





Course Objectives: 
 
By the end of the course you will: 


 Have good knowledge of the structure and operation of European representative 
institutions 


 Have good knowledge of the implications of European institutions for political and 
policy outcomes 


 Use your knowledge on European institutions and their implications to think 
analytically on current European politics 


 Use your knowledge of European institutions and their implications to think 
critically on political and policy issues in European democracies 


 


Required textbooks: 


Markus M.L. Crepaz. 2017. European Democracies. 9th  Edition. Routledge 


Weekly Assignments  


The assignments are weekly and include quizzes, discussions, and writing 
assignments; they are designed to test your knowledge and understanding of the 
module material. The content of each module including description of assignments 
will be available on Friday of each week; you will have a week to submit your 
assignments (assignments are due by 11:00 PM on the following Friday).  After a 
discussion or writing assignment closes, comments on your assignment, a class 
announcement with general grading comments, an assignment grade, and a total grade 
for the module will be released on Mondays, ten days following the assignment’s due 
date.  More details to follow in the weekly module overviews.  


Missed Assignments/Make-Ups/Extra Credit 


To submit late work the student will have to obtain the instructor’s permission 
first and prior to the assignment deadline if possible; permission will be granted 
depending on the circumstances that resulted in late submission.  The student will have 
at most one week from the assignment’s deadline to submit the work. There will be a 
penalty of one letter grade for all late work (except for cases involving overriding and 
well documented circumstances).   


Students who represent the university in an authorized event or activity (for example, 
student-athletes) and who are unable to meet a course deadline due to a conflict with 
that event must provide the instructor with documentation in advance to arrange a 
make-up; no penalty will be applied. For more information, see UCF policy. Other 
overriding circumstances include own or family medical emergencies, religious holidays, 
severe weather conditions, military obligations, or legal obligations (i.e. jury duty). 
Pertinent, official documentation, will be required if you plan on requesting to make up a 
quiz or assignment due to such circumstances. 



http://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-401.1MakeupAssignmentsForAuthorizedUniversityEventsOrCocurricularActivities.pdf





There is extra credit for this course.  
 


Evaluation and Grading 
 


Grade Categories Requirement Grade Weight 
 


Module One  5% 
 


Modules 2-5 Four Modules (2, 3, 4, 5) 55% 
 


Quizzes Six Quizzes (5, 6, 8, 9, 10, 11) 25% 
 


Research Paper See Module 6 15% 
 


 
 


 Grading information on the specific assignment will be provided in the 
assignment itself. 


 To complete the course you ought to complete all assignments.  


 The following plus/minus grading system will apply in this course. 
A = 93+, A- = 90-92, B+ = 88-89, B = 83-87, B- = 80-82, C+ = 78-79,  
C = 73-77, C- = 70-72, D+ = 68-69, D = 63-67, D- = 60-62,  
F= 59 or below. 


 


Attendance Policy 


This course is web-based, fully online and considered a "W" course. Students are 
expected to fully participate in all online activities and to complete all assignments by 
the due dates. 


Deployed Active Duty Military Students 


Students who are deployed active duty military and/or National Guard personnel and 
require accommodation should contact their instructors as soon as possible after the 
semester begins and/or after they receive notification of deployment to make related 
arrangements. 


Religious Observances 


Students must notify their instructor in advance if they intend to miss class for a 
religious observance. For more information, see the UCF policy. 


 







Academic Honesty 


Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of Conduct. According to 
Section 1, “Academic Misconduct,” students are prohibited from engaging in 


1. Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, 
information or study aids in any academic exercise unless specifically authorized 
by the instructor of record. The unauthorized possession of examination or 
course-related material also constitutes cheating. 


2. Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral means: The 
presentation of material which has not been studied or learned, but rather was 
obtained through someone else’s efforts and used as part of an examination, 
course assignment, or project. 


3. Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to another 
person, student, and/or uploading course material to a third-party vendor without 
authorization or without the express written permission of the university and the 
instructor. Course materials include but are not limited to class notes, Instructor’s 
PowerPoints, course syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, instruction sheets, homework, 
study guides, handouts, etc. 


4. Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work. 
5. Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the 


source, thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the 
student’s own. 


6. Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than 
once without the express written permission of the instructor. 


7. Helping another violate academic behavior standards. 
For more information about Academic Integrity, students may consult The Center for 
Academic Integrity. 
For more information about plagiarism and misuse of sources, see “Defining and 
Avoiding Plagiarism: The WPA Statement on Best Practices.”  
 
Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating 
Students should also familiarize themselves with the procedures for academic 
misconduct in UCF’s student handbook, The Golden Rule. UCF faculty members have 
a responsibility for students’ education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to 
prevent unethical behavior and when necessary respond to academic misconduct. 
Penalties can include a failing grade in an assignment or in the course, suspension or 
expulsion from the university, and/or a “Z Designation” on a student’s official transcript 
indicating academic dishonesty, where the final grade for this course will be preceded 
by the letter Z. For more information about the Z Designation, click here.  


 


 



http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/process/roc

http://www.academicintegrity.org/icai/assets/FVProject.pdf

http://www.academicintegrity.org/icai/assets/FVProject.pdf

http://wpacouncil.org/node/9

http://wpacouncil.org/node/9

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/docs/goldenrule.pdf

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade





Federal Financial Aid Requirement: Recording Academic Activity 


Policy 


UCF must comply with a federal financial aid regulation that states that in order to 
receive federal aid, students must be actively academically engaged (according to a 
federal definition) in each course in which they are enrolled. All faculty are required to 
document students' academic activity at the beginning of each course. Without 
verification of this engagement, students will not receive their aid. 


In order to document that you began this course, please complete the assignments 
for Module One by the end of the first week of classes, or as soon as possible after 
adding the course, but no later than May 15. Failure to do so will result in a delay in 
the disbursement of your financial aid.  Failure to do so may result in a delay in the 
disbursement of students’ financial aid or will mean that students will not receive their 
aid. 
 


Student Accessibility 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all 
persons with disabilities. Students with disabilities who need disability-related access in 
this course should contact the professor as soon as possible. Students should also 
connect with Student Accessibility Services (SAS) <http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/> (Ferrell 
Commons 185, sas@ucf.edu, phone 407-823-2371). Through Student Accessibility 
Services, a Course Accessibility Letter may be created and sent to professors, which 
informs faculty of potential access and accommodations that might be reasonable. 
Determining reasonable access and accommodations requires consideration of the 
course design, course learning objectives and the individual academic and course 
barriers experienced by the student. 


Campus Safety Statement for Students in Online-Only Courses 


Though most emergency situations are primarily relevant to courses that meet in 
person, such incidents can also impact online students, either when they are on or near 
campus to participate in other courses or activities or when their course work is affected 
by off-campus emergencies. The following policies apply to courses in online 
modalities.  


To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text 
alerts by going to ucf.edu and logging in. Click on “Student Self Service” located on the 
left side of the screen in the toolbar, scroll down to the blue “Personal Information” 
heading on the Student Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the information, 
including e-mail address, cell phone number, and cell phone provider, click “Apply” to 
save the changes, and then click “OK.”  Students with special needs related to 
emergency situations should speak with their instructors outside of class. 



http://my.ucf.edu/





Viruses 


A virus can spell disaster. Your use of a reputable anti-virus program is a requirement 
for participation in this course (good ones include McAfee or Norton). 


Also, back up your files: Hard drives do crash and it is really inconvenient when they 
do. However, this is not a valid excuse for failing to get your work in on time. 


E-mail Protocols 


E-mail will be an integral part of this course. Make sure you: Check your e-mail at least 
once every 48 hours during regular business hours (more often is better). 


Be patient. Don’t expect an immediate response when you send a message. Generally, two 
days is considered reasonable amount of time to receive a reply. Please note that your 
professor only checks and answers to e-mails during regular business hours. 


In the “Subject” heading include the course number and your last name. 


Be courteous and considerate. Being honest and expressing yourself freely is very 
important, but being considerate of others online is just as important as in the classroom. 


Make every effort to be clear. Online communication lacks the nonverbal cues that fill in 
much of the meaning in face-to-face communication. 


Do not use all caps. This makes the message very hard to read and is considered 
“shouting.” Check spelling, grammar, and punctuation (you may want to compose in a word 
processor, then cut and paste the message into the discussion or e-mail). 


Break up large blocks of text into paragraphs and use a space between paragraphs. 


Sign your e-mail messages. 


Never assume that your e-mail can be read by no one except yourself; others may be 
able to read or access your mail.  


Copyright 


This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, 
images, text materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use 
doctrine in order to enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, 
download or distribute these items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for 
this online classroom environment and your use only. All copyright materials are 
credited to the copyright holder. 


 







Technical Assistance 


For specific problems in any of the areas below or for further information go to the 
corresponding link for assistance. 


UCF Home Page will help find UCF resources.  


UCF Service Desk – You can also call the Service Desk at 407-823-5117. 


Learning Online This site provides information on study skills for distance learners, the 
library and the writing center. 


Buying a new computer or upgrading your current equipment – 
http://www.cstore.ucf.edu/ 


Technical Discussion Topic: If you have technical questions and/or problems, please 
post a message to the Technical Discussion Topic. I encourage members of the class 
who are technically proficient to also monitor this discussion topic and assist your 
classmates. 


If your equipment problems prevent you from using e-mail from home, there are many 
computer labs on campus and virtually every public library offers Internet access. 


 


Third-Party Software and FERPA 


During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or 
software applications sometimes called third-party software such as a blog or wiki. 
While some of these could be required assignments, you need not make any personally 
identifying information on a public site. Do not post or provide any private information 
about yourself or your classmates. Where appropriate you may use a pseudonym or 
nickname. Some written assignments posted publicly may require personal 
reflection/comments, but the assignments will not require you to disclose any personally 
identity-sensitive information. If you have any concerns about this, please contact your 
instructor. 


 


 


 


 







CPO 3104 Class Schedule Summer 2020 
 


Week Topic Assignments 
 


May 11 Getting Started “Learning online”    
 
See Module 1 
 
Due: May 15, 11 PM 
 


May 18 
 


Political Parties 
 
 
 
 
 
 


European Democracies: 
Chapter 2  
 
See Module 2: 
 


 Quiz 2 (Chapter 2) 


 One-page 
assignment 
 


Due: May 22, 11 PM 
 


May 25 Parliaments: How They 
are Elected and How 
They Work 


European Democracies: 
Chapter 3 
 
See Module 3: 
 


 Quiz 3 (Chapter 3) 


 On-line discussion 
 


Due: May 29, 11 PM 
 


June 1 Cabinet Formation and 
Heads of State 
 
 
 


European Democracies: 
Chapter 4 
 
See Module 4: 
 


 Quiz 4 (Chapter 4) 


 One-page 
Assignment 


 
Due:  June 5, 11 PM 
 
 
 
 







June 8 Courts, Referenda, 
Federalism 
 
Social Movements 
 
 


European Democracies: 
Chapters 5, 6,  
 
Chapter 7 
 
Quiz 5: Chapters 5, 6 
Quiz 6: Chapter 7 
 
Due: June 12, 11 PM 
 
 
 
 


June 15 The State and Economic 
Interest Groups 
 
Policy Outcomes 
 


European Democracies: 
Chapters 11, 12 
 
See Module 5: 
 


 Quiz 7 (Chapters 
11 & 12) 


 On-line discussion 
 
Due: June 19, 11 PM  
 


June 22 Immigration and the 
Welfare State 
 
Political Culture 


European Democracies: 
Chapter 8 
 
Chapter 9 
 
Quiz 8: Chapter 8 
Quiz 9: Chapter 9 


 
Due:  June 26, 11 PM 
 


June 29 
 
 
 
 


Nationalism and Ethnicity 
Deeply Divided Societies 
 
The European Union 


European Democracies: 
Chapters 13, 14 
 
Chapter 10 
 
Quiz 10 (Chapters 13 & 
14) 
Quiz 11 (Chapter 10) 
 
Due: July 3, 11 PM 
 
 







July 6 Research Paper See Module 6 


 5-6 page research 
paper 
 


Due July 10, 11 PM 
 
 


 


 








CPO3614 - Politics of Eastern Europe 
Anca Turcu  


 


Politics of Eastern Europe  
Summer 2020 


Course Information 


Course Name Politics of Eastern Europe 


Course ID & Section CPO 3614 DW 60  


Prerequisites ENC 1102 or POS 2041 


Corequisites None 


Credit Hours 3 


Semester/Year/Location Summer D 2020; World Wide Web 


Instructor Contact 


Instructor Dr. Anca Turcu 


Office Online through Canvas Chat Tab 


Office Hours 
By appointment via Canvas conference chat. If you would like to chat with 
me, please e-mail me and we can make arrangements for an online 
discussion during regular business hours, Monday-Friday. 


E-mail 


Anca.Turcu@ucf.edu 


You may also e-mail me by using the Canvas e-mail/ message system. I 
will use that system to send out updates, important messages or 
announcements. If you e-mail me, I will do my best to get back to you 
quickly, but I may take up to 48 hours to respond. Please note that I do 
only respond to e-mail during regular business hours. 



mailto:Anca.Turcu@ucf.edu





Academic and 


Content Related 


Questions 


If you have questions about the academic material or class content, do not 
hesitate to contact me! Questions, feedback or comments are all welcome. 
For non-academic (not course content related questions), please see 
below. 


Other Contact 


Information 


If you have questions regarding technical support or any other non-
academic, non-course content related issues, you have to seek help 
through the technical support link on the class Home Page. 


GTA Tutku Ayhan tutku@knights.ucf.edu 


 


UCF Catalog Description 


An examination of the political and economic dynamics of Eastern Europe in the post-1945 
era. 


Course Description 


This class will explore the government and politics of Eastern European countries, while 
providing a comparative insight into the institutions, electoral systems and processes that 
are specific to their governments. We will also examine historical contexts, political culture, 
social realities and policy outcomes specific to each country. 


Course Objectives and Student Learning Outcomes 


The course objectives and learning outcomes for Politics of Eastern Europe (CPO 3614) 
strive to meet the criteria outlined by theSPSIA Academic Learning Compacts: 
https://oeas.ucf.edu/doc/cos/alc_cos_political_science_ba.pdf 


On completing this course students will be able to: 


1. discuss the historical roots and ideological teachings of Marxism, Marxism-Leninism, 
Socialism and Communism 


2. understand the impact of communist rule on Eastern European countries 
3. analyze the impact of the transition to market economy and democracy on the 


institutions and government policies upon the democratization process in each country 
4. discuss the impact of EU and NATO membership on Eastern European countries 
5. describe and compare institutions, policies and political culture in various Eastern 


European countries 


 


 







Required Texts 


• "Central and Eastern European Politics: From Communism to Democracy" by Sharon 
L. Wolchik (Editor), Jane L. Curry (Editor); Fourth Edition; Published 2018 (available 
through UCF bookstore) 


 


• " Communism and its Collapse" by Stephen White; First Edition; Published 2001. ISBN 
10: 0415171806; ISBN 13: 978-0415171809 (Order online, or from non-UCF 
bookstore. The book is also available, for free, in electronic format, from the UCF 
Library.) 


 


Note: Political Science texts change significantly from one edition to the next, as elections 
and current events reshape institutions and societies. Thus, it is imperative that you 
purchase the editions listed above. 


 


Other Materials: Documentaries and Clips 


For some modules in this class, you will be asked to watch documentaries, clips and other 
multimedia materials. Most of these clips will be available for free online via YouTube, 
PBS.org, TED Talks and other sources. But, some documentaries might only be available 
on for-pay web streaming services providers such as Netflix or Amazon Instant Video. If that 
will be the case, I will at that time ask you to subscribe to those services. That means that 
for now you should not subscribe to these providers but wait for my prompt to do so during 
the semester.  


I will provide further details about these video materials in each individual module and 
provide you with links or a clear indication where you can find the material. Not viewing 
these documentaries or clips is not an option, since they are a central part of the class and 
quizzes and the written projects will draw on these materials quite extensively. 


 


 


 


 


 







 


Academic Calendar 


Week Date Module Topic(s) Readings 


Week 
1 


05/11-
18 


• Introductory 
Materials  
AND 


• Module 1 


• Introduction and class overview 
AND 


• Communism Defined; The 
Establishment of Soviet Rule in 
Eastern Europe 


• Syllabus and Introductory 
Materials 


• Wolchik and Curry: Ch.1 
(Page 3-13); White 
Chapters 1 & 2 


Week 
2 


05/18- 
05/26 


Module 2 Communist Rule in Eastern 
Europe: 1950s-1980s 


Wolchik and Curry: Ch.1 
(Page 13-21); White 
Chapters 3, 4 & 5 


Week 
3 


05/26-
06/01 


Module 3 The Collapse of Soviet Control 
and the End of Communist 
Regimes in Eastern Europe 


Wolchik and Curry: Ch.1 
(Page 21- end of chapter); 
White Chapters 6,7 & 8 


Week 
4 


06/01- 
06/08 


Module 4 • Case Study: Poland Wolchik and Curry: Ch.9 


Week 
5 


06/08-
15 


Module 5 • Case Study: Hungary Wolchik and Curry: Ch.11 
and Ch. 7 pages 171-186 


Week 
6 


06/15-
22 


Module 6 • Case Study The Czech and 
Slovak Republics 


Wolchik and Curry: Ch.10 


Week 
7 


06/22- 
06/29 


Module 7 Case Study: Ukraine Wolchik and Curry: Ch.17 


Week 
8 


06/29-
07/06 


Module 8 • Case Study: Romania Wolchik and Curry: Ch.14 


Week 
9 


07/06-
13 


Module 9 Case Study: Former 
Yugoslavia 


Wolchik and Curry: Ch. 16 


 


 


 


 







Due Dates 


Weekly Assignments 


Due every week by Monday evening, at 11:59 PM, EST; with the exception of the  
assignment for week 1, which is due at the same time as the assignment for week 2, on 
Tuesday, May 26th (Monday, May 25th is Memorial Day and UCF is closed). 
 
Final Paper: 
Final Paper requirements will be posted on the class website on 06/22, and will be due on 
Monday, 7/06 at 11:59 PM. See below for submission details. 


 
 
Course Requirements 


Weekly Assignments  


Weekly assignments will test your knowledge of material from weekly modules, readings 
and clips or documentaries. For weekly assignments you will have the choice between 
taking a quiz (20 multiple choice questions, 20 minutes) OR completing a written 
assignment every week.  


Please only complete one of the two assignments. If you complete both, only the quiz will 
be graded. Make sure that you only click the “quiz” tab if you have chosen to take the 
quiz that week. Clicking the tab to only look at quiz questions is not allowed. Once 
you click on that tab, the system will give you a grade for that quiz, even if you have 
only been on that page for only a couple of seconds. In that case, the quiz grade will 
be the only one to count for that week, even if you submit a written paper for that 
week. So please, no ‘peeking’ at quizzes! Click the quiz tab only if you have 
committed to the quiz and you are ready to complete it. You will have to answer twenty 
multiple choice or true/ false questions at 5 points each, for 100 points total. The alternative 
will be a written assignment which you can read prior to submission and which will be made 
up of some short questions about the topic of the week and other instructions. 


I am aware that some students do better with quizzes than written answers, or vice versa. 
Therefore, I am giving you the choice. But, I encourage you to try each one of the two at 
least once during the semester (not both during the same week!). Even if you do not like 
writing, I encourage you to complete at least one weekly written assignment, so that you 
know what to expect and how to go about answering a written assignment, given that the 
final will be very similar to such written assignments.  


If you complete all nine weekly assignments, your two lowest assignment scores will be 
dropped at the end of class, leaving you with seven assignments worth 10% of your grade 
each. That is, seven assignments will make up 70% of your final grade. If you miss an 
assignment, or fail to submit it on time, you will automatically be assigned a grade of 0 for 
that assignment. Assignments will be available, with the rest of the content for each module, 
on the Monday of each week (see above for exception on Memorial Day, May 25th). 







Assignments will close each week by Monday evening of the following week, at 11:59 PM 
EST (see above for exception on Memorial Day, May 25th) and may be completed only 
once. Please avoid last minute submissions in order to prevent technical difficulties. Weekly 
assignments submitted post due will not receive credit.   


The last weekly assignment for the class will be due on 07/13 and will open on 7/06. Due to 
the fact that the last assignment of the semester is due two days before final class grades 
must be turned in, and grading time will be short, this module does not offer a written 
assignment option. All students will have to complete Quiz 9 instead.   


Final Paper 


You will have to complete a final paper that will cover numerous topics discussed in the 
various modules. The final paper assignment will be posted on the class website on 06/22 
and you will have until 07/06 at 11:59 PM to complete and submit your work.  


The final paper must be submitted through Canvas written submission, just like written 
assignments during the semester. This site is designed to help me identify plagiarism, so 
make sure to take all necessary measures needed to avoid plagiarism. If you are not sure 
what constitutes plagiarism and how to avoid it, take this UCF library tutorial: 
http://infolit.ucf.edu/students/modules/#article116 Students who plagiarize will receive and 
automatic FZ grade for the entire class.  


Please allow for plenty of time to complete the assignment, so that you avoid last minute 
submissions and the technical difficulties that sometimes accompany them. Final papers 
submitted late will be penalized by 10 points/24 hours, up to (but no later than) 48 hours 
post due date, including weekend days. Note: students who request a review of final paper 
grading should be aware that I re-grade the whole paper once I receive such a request. This 
may sometimes result in a lower grade than the one previously granted. 


Missed Assignments/Make-Ups 


No extensions will be granted if you fail to submit your work due to technical difficulties. 
Should you encounter technical problems, please contact Canvas web support. I cannot 
help you with technical issues. Also, please keep in mind that you are solely responsible if 
you fail to submit a quiz or an assignment due to technical difficulties, save for a major 
natural disaster (i.e. a hurricane).  


In the event of a hurricane, which causes power outages and evacuations, do not panic 
about your online assignments. Your safety and that of your family is your first priority. 
When power is restored, contact me. I will work with individual students to determine the 
best course of action. Remember, your professor could be experiencing the same or similar 
problems in the event of a hurricane!  


Other circumstances, which may be considered "unavoidable", include medical 
emergencies. Pertinent documentation, deemed acceptable by the professor, will be 
required for any delayed assignment. If you miss an assignment due to illness, e-mail me 



http://infolit.ucf.edu/students/modules/





(scan) an official notification form a doctor or hospital at the latest a week after due date, in 
order to be allowed to make up missed work. 


Federal Financial Aid Requirement 


UCF must comply with a federal financial aid regulation that states that in order to receive 


federal aid, students must be actively academically engaged (according to a federal 


definition) in each course in which they are enrolled. All faculty are required to document 


students’ academic activity at the beginning of each course.  Without verification of this 


engagement, students will not receive their financial aid.  


In order to document that you began this course, you will be required to complete a short 


quiz in Canvas during the first week of classes, no later than May 15th. Failure to do so may 


result in a delay in the disbursement of students’ financial aid or will mean that students will 


not receive their aid. 


Evaluation and Grading  


Assignment Percentage of Grade 


Weekly Assignments (7) 70 


Final Paper 30 


Total 100 


Letter Grade Points 


A 93 – 100 


A- 90 – 92 


B+ 87 – 89 


B 83 – 86 


B- 80 – 82 







 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Grading Formula 


(final paper *.30) + [(sum of seven highest scoring weekly assignments/7) *.70]= final grade 


Course Policies 


Attendance Policy 


This course is web-based, fully online and considered a "W" course. Students are expected 
to fully participate in all online activities and to complete all assignments by the due dates. 
Participation and a timely completion of work and assignments are both considered similar 
to attendance in a face-to-face class. Assignments that are not turned into Canvas by the 
due date, will receive 0 points. 


Academic Honesty 


Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of Conduct. According to 
Section 1, “Academic Misconduct,” students are prohibited from engaging in 


1. Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, 
information or study aids in any academic exercise unless specifically authorized 
by the instructor of record. The unauthorized possession of examination or 
course-related material also constitutes cheating. 


2. Communication to another through written, visual, electronic (including GroupMe 
or similar apps or chat rooms), or oral means: The presentation of material which 
has not been studied or learned, but rather was obtained through someone else’s 
efforts and used as part of an examination, course assignment, or project. 


3. Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to another 
person, student, and/or uploading course material to a third-party vendor without 


C+ 77 – 79 


C 73 – 76 


C- 70 – 72 


D+ 67 – 69 


D 63 – 66 


D- 60 – 62 


F 59 and below 



http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/process/roc





authorization or without the express written permission of the university and the 
instructor. Course materials include but are not limited to class notes, Instructor’s 
PowerPoints, course syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, instruction sheets, homework, 
study guides, handouts, etc. 


4. Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work. 
5. Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the 


source, thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the 
student’s own. In an instructional setting, plagiarism occurs when a writer 
deliberately uses someone else’s language, ideas, or other original (not 
common-knowledge) material without acknowledging its source. This definition 
applies to texts published in print or on-line, to manuscripts, and to the work of 
other student writers. 


6. Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than 
once without the express written permission of the instructor. 


7. Helping another violate academic behavior standards. For more information about 
Academic Integrity, students may consult The Center for Academic Integrity. For more 
information about plagiarism and misuse of sources, see “Defining and Avoiding 
Plagiarism: The WPA Statement on Best Practices.”  


 


Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating 


Students should also familiarize themselves with the procedures for academic 
misconduct in UCF’s student handbook, The Golden Rule. UCF faculty members have 
a responsibility for students’ education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to 
prevent unethical behavior and when necessary respond to academic misconduct. 
Penalties can include a failing grade in an assignment or in the course, suspension or 
expulsion from the university, and/or a “Z Designation” on a student’s official transcript 
indicating academic dishonesty, where the final grade for this course will be preceded 
by the letter Z. For more information about the Z Designation, click here.  
 


Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating 


Students should also familiarize themselves with the procedures for academic 
misconduct in UCF’s student handbook, The Golden Rule. UCF faculty members have 
a responsibility for students’ education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to 
prevent unethical behavior and when necessary respond to academic misconduct. 
Penalties can include a failing grade in an assignment or in the course, suspension or 
expulsion from the university, and/or a “Z Designation” on a student’s official transcript 
indicating academic dishonesty, where the final grade for this course will be preceded 
by the letter Z. For more information about the Z Designation, click here.  
 


Unauthorized Use of Class Materials 
There are many fraudulent websites claiming to offer study aids to students but are actually 


cheat sites. They encourage students to upload course materials, such as test questions, 


individual assignments, and examples of graded material. Such materials are the 


intellectual property of instructors, the university, or publishers and may not be distributed 



http://www.academicintegrity.org/icai/assets/FVProject.pdf
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http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/docs/goldenrule.pdf

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade
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without prior authorization. Students who engage in such activity are in violation of 


academic conduct standards and will face penalties. 


Recording Policy 
Outside of the notetaking and recording services offered by Student Accessibility Services, 


the creation of an audio or video recording of all or part of a class for personal use is 


allowed only with the advance and explicit written consent of the instructor. Such recordings 


are only acceptable in the context of personal, private studying and notetaking and are not 


authorized to be shared with anyone without the separate written approval of the instructor. 


 


Student Accessibility  


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all 


persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. 


Students with disabilities who need specific access in this course, such as 


accommodations, should contact the professor as soon as possible to discuss various 


access options. Students should also connect with Student Accessibility Services (Ferrell 


Commons, 7F, Room 185, sas@ucf.edu, phone (407) 823-2371). Through Student 


Accessibility Services, a Course Accessibility Letter may be created and sent to professors, 


which informs faculty of potential access and accommodations that might be reasonable. 


Deployed Active Duty Military Students 


Students who are deployed active duty military and/or National Guard personnel and 
require accommodation should contact me as soon as possible after the semester begins 
and/or after they receive notification of deployment to make related arrangements. 


Copyright 


This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, images, 
text materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use doctrine in order 
to enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, download or distribute 
these items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for this online classroom 
environment and your use only. All copyright materials are credited to the copyright holder. 


Third-Party Software and FERPA 


During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or 
software applications sometimes called third-party software such as a blog or wiki. While 
some of these could be required assignments, you need not make any personally 
identifying information on a public site. Do not post or provide any private information about 
yourself or your classmates. Where appropriate you may use a pseudonym or nickname. 
Some written assignments posted publicly may require personal reflection/comments, but 



http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/
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the assignments will not require you to disclose any personally identity-sensitive 
information. If you have any concerns about this, please contact your instructor. 


Religious Holidays 


The University of Central Florida welcomes diversity of religious beliefs and practices, 
recognizing the contributions differing experiences and viewpoints can bring to the 
community. There may be times when an academic or work requirement conflicts with 
religious observances and practices. If that happens, students may request reasonable 
accommodation of their religious practices. In all cases, you must put your request in writing 
and present it to the instructor at the beginning of the semester. The instructor or supervisor 
will review the situation in an effort to provide a reasonable accommodation when possible 
to do so without fundamentally altering a course or creating an undue burden for the 
department. 


Religious Holidays 


The University of Central Florida welcomes diversity of religious beliefs and practices, 
recognizing the contributions differing experiences and viewpoints can bring to the 
community. There may be times when an academic or work requirement conflicts with 
religious observances and practices. If that happens, students may request reasonable 
accommodation of their religious practices. In all cases, you must put your request in writing 
and present it to the instructor at the beginning of the semester. The instructor or supervisor 
will review the situation in an effort to provide a reasonable accommodation when possible 
to do so without fundamentally altering a course or creating an undue burden for the 
department. 


Campus Safety Statement for Students in Online-Only Courses 


Though most emergency situations are primarily relevant to courses that meet in person, 
such incidents can also impact online students, either when they are on or near campus to 
participate in other courses or activities or when their course work is affected by off-campus 
emergencies. The following policies apply to courses in online modalities.  


To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text 
alerts by going to ucf.edu and logging in. Click on “Student Self Service” located on the left 


side of the screen in the toolbar, scroll down to the blue “Personal Information” heading on 
the Student Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the information, including e-mail 
address, cell phone number, and cell phone provider, click “Apply” to save the changes, and 
then click “OK.”Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak 
with their instructors outside of class. 


Viruses 


A virus can spell disaster. Your use of a reputable anti-virus program is a requirement for 
participation in this course (good ones include McAfee or Norton). 



http://my.ucf.edu/





Also, back up your files: “My hard drive crashed.” “My modem doesn’t work.” “My printer is 
out of ink.” These are today’s equivalents of “My dog ate my homework.” These events 
really do occur and they are really inconvenient when they do. However, these are not valid 
excuses for failing to get your work in on time.  


E-mail Protocols 


E-mail will be an integral part of this course. Make sure you: Check your e-mail at least 
once every 48 hours during regular business hours (more often is better). 


Be patient. Don’t expect an immediate response when you send a message. Generally, two 
business days is considered reasonable amount of time to receive a reply. Please note that 
your professor only checks and answers to e-mails during regular business hours. 


Include “Subject” headings: use something that is descriptive and refer to a particular 
assignment or topic. 


Be courteous and considerate. Being honest and expressing yourself freely is very 
important, but being considerate of others online is just as important as in the classroom. 


Make every effort to be clear. Online communication lacks the nonverbal cues that fill in 
much of the meaning in face-to-face communication. 


Do not use all caps. This makes the message very hard to read and is considered 
“shouting.” Check spelling, grammar, and punctuation (you may want to compose in a word 
processor, then cut and paste the message into the discussion or e-mail). 


Break up large blocks of text into paragraphs and use a space between paragraphs. 


Sign your e-mail messages. 


Never assume that your e-mail can be read by no one except yourself; others may be able 
to read or access your mail. Never send or keep anything that you would mind seeing on 
the evening news. 


 


Copyright 


This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, images, 
text materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use doctrine in order 
to enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, download or distribute 
these items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for this online classroom 
environment and your use only. All copyright materials are credited to the copyright holder. 


 







Technical Assistance 


For specific problems in any of the areas below or for further information go to the 
corresponding link for assistance. 


UCF Home Page will help find UCF resources. 


UCF Service Desk – You can also call the Service Desk at 407-823-5117. 


Learning Online This site provides information on study skills for distance learners, the 
library and the writing center. 


Buying a new computer or upgrading your current equipment – http://www.cstore.ucf.edu/ 


Technical Discussion Topic: If you have technical questions and/or problems, please post a 
message to the Technical Discussion Topic. I encourage members of the class who are 
technically proficient to also monitor this discussion topic and assist your classmates. 


If your equipment problems prevent you from using e-mail from home, there are many 
computer labs on campus and virtually every public library offers Internet access. 


 


Third-Party Software and FERPA 


During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or 
software applications sometimes called third-party software such as a blog or wiki. While 
some of these could be required assignments, you need not make any personally 
identifying information on a public site. Do not post or provide any private information about 
yourself or your classmates. Where appropriate you may use a pseudonym or nickname. 
Some written assignments posted publicly may require personal reflection/comments, but 
the assignments will not require you to disclose any personally identity-sensitive 
information. If you have any concerns about this, please contact your instructor. 


 


Important Disclaimer 


These descriptions and timelines are subject to change at the discretion of the professor. I 
will provide notification of such changes in a timely manner. 


 


 








CPO4303-20Summer AW60


Jump to Today  Edit


 


“Americans will do anything for Latin America except read about it."


-- Scotty Reston, journalist, The New York Times


 


About Dr. Wilson
Avoiding Some Common Writing Errors in Essays


 


Welcome to CPO4303 Latin American Politics, Summer A!


This is a VERY short semester: Read assignment instructions, take
note of requirements and deadlines.


These are truly exciting times to be learning about Latin America  and Latin American
Politics!


Over the last two years, more than sixteen Latin American elections took place; nine new
presidents took office in 2018 alone, (http://www.as-coa.org/content/guide-2018-latin-
american-elections) which changed the political face of the region in many dramatic ways.
There are major issues that dovetail with US economic and security interests that are
entering uncharted territory: The US relations with Mexico
(https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/global-opinions/wp/2017/01/31/the-u-s-mexico-
relationship-is-dangerously-on-the-edge/)  (one of our largest trading partners) is more
uncertain with the proposed "wall," accusations of unfair trade, and the rise of a new type
of politician in the US and in Mexico.  Relations with Central America are similarly



https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1353232/pages/about-dr-wilson
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under stress due to the immigration crisis. 
(https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/oct/13/central-america-violence-refugee-crisis-
gangs-murder) The ongoing slow-motion collapse of Venezuela, the authoritarian trends
in Brazil (right-wing) and Nicaragua (traditional caudillo), the rise of significant and
powerful evangelical parties in countries previously immune (Costa Rica) has further
complicated the political and economic life of Latin Americans. Compounding all of this is
the COVID-19 Pandemic that has affected across the region very differently.


But there are also many fascinating lessons that can be learned from studying Latin
American politics that have nothing to do with the US in any manner and it is these topics
that we will cover over the course of the semester. As you will find, the course is designed
to maximize the class coverage of topics that you find fundamentally interesting.


Course structure


The course contains six modules and an optional final essay exam that can be used to
replace your lowest module grade. Modules generally have discussions, narrated
PowerPoint presentations, and/or short essays that integrate much of what you learned
through critical reflection.


Essays are 650 words, plus or minus 10% (i.e., if your paper is under 585 words, it is
too short and will be penalized. If it is longer than 715 words, it is too long and will be
similarly penalized).


There is no required textbook assigned for this class, instead, I will upload readings and
some ancillary material (videos, etc.) that you are required to read/watch and engage with;
they will help you better understand politics in Latin America.


Finally, many of the class modules have more than one deadline - typically there is a
deadline for the first discussion posting and a separate one for the additional follow-up
postings for that discussion with a separate deadline for the short papers, which are
typically due at the end of the module.


It is crucial that you are aware of all deadlines and that you don't miss any them.  If you
miss a deadline you will automatically lose 20 points per day; if you miss a final discussion
deadline you will not be able to contribute further to the discussion and will be graded on
what you posted prior to the deadline.


All this semester's deadlines can be viewed by scrolling to the bottom of this page.
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Instructor Contact


Instructor Dr. Bruce M. Wilson


Office Phillips Hall 305E (via the Political Science
Department office PH302)


Office Hours
Dr. Wilson's Office Hours: by appointment.


GTA (Graduate Teaching Assistant):


Homepages


Professor Wilson's homepage at UCF
(http://politicalscience.cos.ucf.edu/people/wilson-
bruce/) ; at the CMI  (http://www.cmi.no/staff/?bruce-
wilson) in Bergen, Norway


Phone 407-823-2608 (no voice mail)


E-mail All class email communication must be done through
the Canvas email system.


Course Description


This class introduces students to the major countries of Latin America, their politics,
development, governance, and related political science theories to help you understand
those topics. The class focuses on the post-WWII period during which Latin America has
been transformed from rural to urban, agricultural to industrial, dictatorship to democracy
(and back, in some cases), state-led economic growth to Neo-liberalism, revolutions,
insurgencies, and elections, political parties, and the rise of judicial politics over the last
three decades.


The class uses country case studies to illuminate and illustrate the consequence of these
developments on various groups and governments across the region. It also focuses on a
number of specific major issues/developments confronting the countries of Latin America
over the last decades including the ongoing COVID-19 Pandemic. 


Class Objectives



http://politicalscience.cos.ucf.edu/people/wilson-bruce/
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By the end of the semester you will understand the:


important social, economic, political and geographic diversity that characterizes Latin
America.
inter-relationship between the United States and Latin America and between Latin
American states.
strategies used to pursue economic development and different ideas about what
constitutes economic development
political underpinnings of political and economic development strategies.
complex nature of the major challenges facing contemporary Latin America
paradox of the simultaneous existence of expanding economies, democratization, and
increased crime


 


Required Text


The are NO required books for this class. All readings will be made available to you via
the class homepage, free of charge.
To help with the class you should read a newspaper with a significant Latin American
politics focus.


I suggest you sign up for the free America's Quarterly  (http://as-coa.us12.list-
manage.com/subscribe?u=710ed221b57833213e97b2e79&id=6a33e16b5d) weekly
summary or use the UT Austin newspaper resource
(http://lanic.utexas.edu/la/region/news/)


If you would really like to read a good textbook on Latin American politics, you might
consider the new edition of Democracy in Latin America by Peter Smith
(https://global.oup.com/academic/product/democracy-in-latin-america-9780190611347?
cc=us&lang=en&) and Cameron Sells, Oxford University Press.


There is no obligation to purchase this or any other book and you certainly do not
need the book to excel in this course.


Course Requirements


Assignments You are responsible for:
completing all required assignments in this class


before the relevant deadlines.
immediately checking that the grades posted online
are correct; any discrepancies and/or errors must



http://as-coa.us12.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=710ed221b57833213e97b2e79&id=6a33e16b5d

http://lanic.utexas.edu/la/region/news/

https://global.oup.com/academic/product/democracy-in-latin-america-9780190611347?cc=us&lang=en&





be reported to the instructor within five days of
being posted.


Late, make-
up, and extra
credit work


Late work (initial discussion postings, PowerPoints,
exams, and essays) will be penalized 20 points per
day late, including weekend days and holidays.
Discussion postings cannot be made after the
discussion is closed
No work will be accepted more than three days after
the deadline.
There are no substitute assignments and


NO EXTRA CREDIT, so please don't ask!
No module grades will be discussed more than five
days after they are posted.


Evaluation and Grading


The following scale will be used for the assignment of final grades. 


Letter Grade Points


A 90-100


B 80-89


C 70-79


D 60-69


F 59 or below


Rounding of Grades:
I use traditional rounding up/down of grades, e.g., 89.5X will be rounded up to an "A";
89.4X remains a "B."


 







Assignment Percentage of Grade


Module #1: Introduction  2.5% (required)


The 5 substantive modules
(#2 through #6) 


19.5% each (97.5% of your total class grade)


 


Optional final exam If you take the optional final, it will replace your
lowest module grade


Total  100%


 


 


Getting Started


To get started, please review the material on this page, as well as
the Announcements, and the Course Rules and Policies (available at
the top of this page).


There are some additional readings that I have added to the modules
that you might find interesting/helpful. If you're new to using UCF's
online platform, check out Webcourses@UCF Student Tour
(https://cdl.ucf.edu/support/webcourses/guides/student-tour/)  and/or
the Success Resources link located to the left of this page. 


Now, select Modules in the left sidebar of this page; then
open Module 1: Introduction and follow the instructions. 


I wish you all a great semester and welcome to the class! 


Late work


You can submit late work up to two days late with a penalty of 20 points per day late,
except for final postings in required discussions: you cannot post after the final deadline.
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Attendance Policy


Because this is a completely online class with no face-to-face meetings, there is no
attendance policy, per se. Having said that, you need to keep up with the pace of the class
and participate in all parts of each of the modules. Note that each module contains several
deadlines; that is, not all work for a module is due on the last day listed on the Schedule.
You must read each module's instructions for a list of deadlines for the various
assignments and deadlines. It is your responsibility to check these deadlines as soon as a
module opens so you won't miss any due dates.


NB: The federally-mandated attendance reporting policy requires you to complete an
assignment before the end of the first week (before 5 pm on Friday). It does not matter
what score you receive on the quiz, but you must complete it before the deadline. Failure
to do so might impact your financial aid and/or other support.


 


Academic Honesty


Plagiarism and cheating of any kind on any examination or assignment will result in an "F"
for that assignment and may be subject to appropriate referral to the Office of Student
Conduct  (http://creed.sdes.ucf.edu/)  for further action. See the updated UCF Golden
Rule  (http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/)  for further information. Any module that
contains any material that is identified by the professor as plagiarized will not be eligible to
be dropped as your lowest grade. Please do not plagiarize!


I will assume for this course that you will adhere to the academic creed of this University
 (http://creed.sdes.ucf.edu/)  and will maintain the highest standards of academic integrity. 


I will also adhere to the highest standards of academic integrity, so please do not ask me to
change (or expect me to change) your grade illegitimately or to bend or break rules for one
person that will not apply to everyone.


All your work must be done on your own; you are not allowed to collaborate on discussion
postings, essays, or exams. In short, all your written work and work submitted for grading
must be your own, original work.


Sexual Harassment


Title IX makes it clear that violence and harassment based on sex that interferes with
educational opportunities is an offense subject to the same penalties as offenses based on



http://creed.sdes.ucf.edu/
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http://creed.sdes.ucf.edu/





other protected categories such as race, national origin, etc. If you or someone you know
has been harassed or assaulted, you can find resources available to support the victim,
including confidential resources, and information concerning reporting options at
shield.ucf.edu. Perpetrators are subject to expulsion or termination and may also be
subject to criminal penalties.


Accessibility Statement


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for
all persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request.
Students with disabilities who need accommodations in this course must contact the
professor at the beginning of the semester to discuss needed accommodations. No
accommodations will be provided until the student has met with the professor to request
accommodations. Students who need accommodations must connect with Student
Accessibility Services  (https://sas.sdes.ucf.edu) , Ferrell Commons, 7F, Room 185,
phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting
accommodations from the professor.


Copyright


This course may contain copyright-protected materials such as audio or video clips,
images, text materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use
doctrine in order to enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate,
download or distribute these items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for this
online classroom environment and your use only. All copyright materials are credited to the
copyright holder.


Third-Party Software and FERPA


During this course, you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or
software applications sometimes called third-party software such as a blog or wiki. While
some of these could be required assignments, you need not make any personally
identifying information on a public site. Do not post or provide any private information about
yourself or your classmates. Where appropriate you may use a pseudonym or nickname.
Some written assignments posted publicly may require personal reflection/comments, but
the assignments will not require you to disclose any personally identity-sensitive
information. If you have any concerns about this, please contact your instructor.



https://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/






CPO 6908: EASTERN EUROPEAN POLITICS INDEPENDENT STUDY


Summer Session C


Instructor: Konstantin Ash (Konstantin.Ash@ucf.edu) Office Hours: By appointment


Prerequisites: Admission to a graduate degree-seeking
program or C.I. or instructor approval.


Course Description


There are several learning goals for the course. First, the readings are intended for you to gain
a broad understanding of research on Eastern European politics and be able to engage with the topic
as fellow researchers. Second, as graduate students and potential future practitioners in the field, it
is vital for you to engage critically with the work already done, thus, we will do our best to not only
understand the readings, but to find flaws in them and potential avenues for improvement in future
research. Third, It is vital that, again, as researchers, you are able to produce your own research that
both engages with prior work on authoritarian regimes AND clearly improves upon that work in some
capacity. This is why you will be required to develop a research paper in this class through several set
deadlines. As we are on a semester system, we have the advantage of being able to delve deeper and
develop more complete research products.


.


Assignments


RESEARCH PAPER


Students will be expected to complete a research paper during the course. The research paper should
take the form of an academic article that students could conceivably submit for publication and/or
submit to a conference. In order to facilitate the smooth flow of research throughout the semester,
there will be several deadlines for developing the paper:


• May 31 @ 11:59p. Submit research question and at least five articles or books that have answered
the same research question or a similar question.


• June 21 @ 11:59p. Submit critical literature review that incorporates previous articles or books,
as well as other relevant or suggested articles or books, along with your answer to your research
question, which should take up the theory.
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• July 12 @ 11:59p. Submit hypotheses based on your theory and ways you envision testing the
hypotheses. This could include, but is not limited to, qualitative case study methods, survey
methods or large-N statistical analysis. If using qualitative methods, please outline which cases
you are selecting and why they are appropriate. If using quantitative methods, please identify
potential data sources or feasible original ways of gathering data within the next month.


Please submit the above three assignments to me through e-mail. The only boundary for this article
is that it must, in some conceivable fashion, fall in the realm of the study of authoritarian regimes.


Original work for this type of paper is preferred, but please talk to me if you would like to continue
on working on a project you have submitted for a previous class (I will probably like to see what you
have done in advance) or if you would like to continue on something you’ve been working on inde-
pendently as a side project (this is more acceptable and even encouraged). I must approve the use of
projects from a previous class before the research question deadline for the assignment.


Multiple submissions to this class and another class you’re taking this semester are discouraged. More
in-depth empirical work must be conducted (beyond the scope of the paper you would have written for
just this class) for this to be acceptable. Please consult with me for further information before submit-
ting a research question.


The research paper is due on Monday, August 3 @ 12:00p. If you conduct empirical statistical tests
(i.e. descriptive statistics, regressions, etc.) you must include the data you used and the regression code
so I may replicate your analysis.


DISCUSSION PAPERS


For two of the weeks after week 1, students are expected to submit discussion papers and then lead
discussion that week. The discussion papers should be 4-5 page critical analyses of at least three of
the required or recommended readings from the assigned week. As part of a critical analysis, students
should include a brief summary of an author’s argument or research design, a passage on how the pa-
pers fit together as part of the broader research agenda for that week and a broader passage on aspects
of either/both the papers or the broader research agenda that the student believes could be improved
upon.


In addition to the paper, students writing papers in a particular week are expected to write 3-5 questions
that are intended to provoke discussion in the class and to briefly discuss their findings and present the
discussion questions during class in the relevant week.


Summaries of the readings alone submitted as discussion papers will receive at least a letter grade
penalty. Please coordinate with your classmates to ensure that you are not writing a paper on the same
readings if two people are writing discussion papers on the same week.


PARTICIPATION


Since this is a graduate seminar, participation is integral for the smooth flow of the course. My role is
not to lecture or even present the readings to a great extent, but to facilitate discussion. This means
that your participation is necessary for the class, both in relaying the topics of the assigned readings and
then analyzing and criticizing the arguments and empirical approaches in those readings.
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PLAGIARISM


There is a ZERO tolerance policy on plagiarism. If you are found having copied any substantial portion of
your paper from other sources without having first accredited them, you will either have large amounts
of points deducted from your paper grade or will fail the class altogether. Please consult the UCF Office
of Student Conduct’s Rules of Conduct for more information.


GRADE BREAKDOWN


Research Paper – 40%
Discussion Papers – 20% each
Participation – 20%


Course Schedule and Readings


Each week’s courses will follow the same structure. There are required readings that should be done
before each class and recommended readings that you should look at if you are either the discussant
for that week or writing a research paper on a subject that broaches the week. This is also a good list
to have for future literature reviews on papers related to politics of authoritarian regimes.


WEEK 1 – ROMANIA AND MOLDOVA: CASE NARRATIVES


Required Reading:


• King, Charles. The Moldovans: Romania, Russia, and the politics of culture. Hoover Press, 1999.
Chapters 4-6.


• Roper, Stephen D. Romania: the unfinished revolution. Routledge, 2004. Chapters 3 and 4.


WEEK 2 - THE COMMUNIST SYSTEM AND ITS FALL


Required Reading:


• Janos Kornai, The Socialist System (Princeton UP, 1992) Chapters 3, 4 and 5.


• Ivan Szelenyi and Balazs Szelenyi, “Why Socialism failed: towards a theory of system breakdown,”
Theory and Society v. 23, no. 2 (April 1994), pp. 211-232.


• Beissinger, Mark R. 2002. Nationalist mobilization and the collapse of the Soviet State. Cam-
bridge, UK ; New York: Cambridge University Press., Chapters 2 and 4.


• Lewis, Paul G. 2000. Political parties in post-communist Eastern Europe. London ; New York:
Routledge., Ch.1.


Recommended Reading:


• Kern, Holger Lutz, and Jens Hainmueller. “Opium for the masses: How foreign media can stabilize
authoritarian regimes.” Political Analysis 17, no. 4 (2009): 377-399.


• Katherine Verdery, What Was Socialism and What Comes Next (Princeton UP 1996).
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• Roeder, Philip G. 1993. Red sunset : the failure of Soviet politics. Princeton, N.J.: Princeton
University Press.


• Solnick, Steven Lee. 1998. Stealing the state : control and collapse in Soviet institutions. Cam-
bridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press.


• McFaul, Michael. 2001. Russia’s Unfinished Revolution : Political Change from Gorbachev to
Putin. Ithaca, N.Y.: Cornell University Press.


WEEK 3 – POLITICS OF ECONOMIC REFORM


Required Reading:


• Hellman, Joel, “Winners Take All: The politics of Partial Reform in Postcommunist Transitions”
World Politics, vol.50 (January 1998) p.203-34


• Murrell, Peter, “What is Shock Therapy? What Did it do in Poland and Russia?” Post-Soviet Affairs,
9 (2) (1993) p.111-140.


• Steven Fish, “The Determinants of Economic Reform in the Post-Communist World,” East Euro-
pean Politics and Societies, v. 12, no 1 (Winter 1997), pp. 31-78.


• Przeworski, Adam. Democracy and the Market: Chapter 4


• Verdery, Katherine. The vanishing hectare: property and value in postsocialist Transylvania. Cor-
nell University Press, 2018. Chapter 2.


Recommended Reading:


• Frye, Timothy. 2000. Brokers and Bureaucrats : Building Market Institutions in Russia. Ann
Arbor: University of Michigan Press.


• Guriev, Sergei and Andrei Rachinsky. 2005. “The Role of Oligarchs in Russian Capitalism.” Journal
of Economic Perspectives. 19:131âĂŞ150.


• Gerber, Theodore P., and Michael Hout. ”More shock than therapy: Market transition, employ-
ment, and income in Russia, 1991âĂŞ1995.” American Journal of Sociology 104, no. 1 (1998):
1-50.


WEEK 4 – POLITICAL INSTITUTIONS AFTER COMMUNISM


Required Reading:


• Frye, Timothy 1997. “A Politics of Institutional Choice: Post-Communist Presidencies.” Compar-
ative Political Studies 30: 523-552.


• Anna Grzymala-Busse and Pauline Jones-Luong, “Reconceptualizing the State: Lessons from Post-
Communism,” Politics and Society, v. 30, no. 4 (December 2002), pp. 529-554


• Benoit, Ken, and Jacqueline Hayden. 2004. ”Institutional Change and Persistence: The Origins
and Evolution of Poland’s Electoral System 1989-2001.” Journal of Politics. 66 (2):396-427.


• Benoit, Kenneth , and John W. Schiemann. 2001. ”Institutional Choices in New Democracies:
Bargaining over Hungary’s 1989 Electoral Law.” Journal of Theoretical Politics. 13 (2):153-82.
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• Pop-Eleches, Grigore. “Historical legacies and post-communist regime change.” The Journal of
Politics 69, no. 4 (2007): 908-926.


Recommended Reading:


• Treisman, Daniel. 1999. After the Deluge: Regional Crises and Political Consolidation in Russia.
University of Michigan Press.


• Fish, M. Steven. ”The pitfalls of Russian superpresidentialism.” Current History 96 (1997): 326.


WEEK 5 – POLITICAL PARTIES AND ELECTIONS AFTER COMMUNISM


Required Reading:


• Lewis, Paul G. 2000. Political parties in post-communist Eastern Europe. London ; New York:
Routledge., Chapters 2 and 4.


• Grzymala-Busse, Anna. 2002. Redeeming the Communist Past : the Regeneration of Communist
Parties in East Central Europe. Cambridge, U.K.: Cambridge University Press., Chapter 1.


• Tavits, Margit. 2005. ”The Development of Stable Party Support Dynamics in Post-Communist
Europe.” American Journal of Political Science. 49 (2):283-98.


• Kitschelt, Herbert, Zdenka Manfeldova, Radoslaw Markowski, and Gabor Toka. 1999. Post- Com-
munist Party Systems: Competition, Representation, and Inter-Party Cooperation. Cambridge,
England: Cambridge University Press., Chapters 5 and 6.


Recommended Reading:


• Henry Hale, ”Why Not Parties? Supply and Demand on Russia’s Electoral Market,” Comparative
Politics, v. 27, no. 2 (January 2005), pp. 147-166


WEEK 6 – VOTING IN POST-COMMUNIST EASTERN EUROPE


Required Reading:


• Rose, Richard, and William Mishler. ”Negative and positive party identification in post-communist
countries.” Electoral Studies 17, no. 2 (1998): 217-234.


• Tucker, Joshua A. 2006. Regional Economic Voting: Russia, Poland, Hungary, Slovakia, and the
Czech Republic, 1990-99. New York: Cambridge University Press. Chapters 5, 6 and 7.


• KlaÅąnja, Marko, and Joshua A. Tucker. “The economy, corruption, and the vote: Evidence from
experiments in Sweden and Moldova.” Electoral Studies 32, no. 3 (2013): 536-543.


• Pop-Eleches, Grigore. "Throwing out the bums: Protest voting and unorthodox parties after com-
munism." World Politics 62, no. 2 (2010): 221-260.


Recommended Reading:


• Rovny, Jay. 2014. Communism, Federalism, and Ethnic Minorities: Explaining Party Competition
Patterns in Eastern Europe. World Politics.
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• Powell, Eleanor Neff, and Joshua A. Tucker. “Revisiting electoral volatility in post-communist
countries: New data, new results and new approaches.” British Journal of Political Science 44,
no. 1 (2014): 123-147.


• Treisman, Daniel. “Presidential popularity in a hybrid regime: Russia under Yeltsin and Putin.”
American Journal of Political Science 55, no. 3 (2011): 590-609.


• Colton, Timothy J., and Henry E. Hale. “The Putin vote: Presidential electorates in a hybrid
regime.” Slavic review 68, no. 3 (2009): 473-503.


• Pop-Eleches, Grigore, and Joshua A. Tucker. Communism’s shadow: Historical legacies and con-
temporary political attitudes. Princeton University Press, 2017.


WEEK 7 – ETHNICITY AND CONFLICT


Required Reading:


• King, C. (2001). The benefits of ethnic war: understanding Eurasia’s unrecognized states. World
politics, 53(4), 524-552.


• Blakkisrud, Helge, and Pal Kolsto. From secessionist conflict toward a functioning state: Processes
of state-and nation-building in Transnistria. Post-Soviet Affairs 27, no. 2 (2011): 178-210.


• Aliyev, Huseyn (2019). The logic of ethnic responsibility and progovernment mobilization in east
ukraine conflict. Comparative Political Studies


• Roeder, Philip G. National Secession: Persuasion and Violence in Independence Campaigns. Cor-
nell University Press, 2018. Chapters 5 and 6.


• Milos Vasic, Filip Svarm, “Paramilitary Formations in Serbia: 1990-2000. The Stink of Crimes,“
in Helsinki Committee for Human Rights in Serbia, In the Triangle of State Power: Army, Police
and Paramilitary, Helsinki Files No. 9 (Belgrade: Helsinki Committee for Human Rights in Serbia,
2001), pp.56-72.


Recommended Reading:


• Dannreuther, Roland, and Luke March. ”Chechnya: has Moscow won?.” Survival 50.4 (2008):
97-112.


WEEK 8 – SOCIAL MOVEMENTS AND PROTEST


Required Reading:


• Ekiert, Grzegorz, and Jan Kubik. 1997. ”Contentious Politics in New Democracies: East Germany,
Hungary, Poland, and Slovakia, 1989-93.” World Politics. 50 (4):547-72.


• Beissinger, Mark. 2013. “The Semblance of Democratic Revolution: Coalitions in Ukraine’s Or-
ange Revolution.” American Political Science Review, 107(3), 574-592.


• Tucker, Joshua A. ”Enough! Electoral fraud, collective action problems, and post-communist col-
ored revolutions.” Perspectives on politics 5, no. 3 (2007): 535-551.


• Way, Lucan. ”The real causes of the color revolutions.” Journal of Democracy 19, no. 3 (2008):
55-69.
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• Kalandadze, Katya, and Mitchell A. Orenstein. ”Electoral protests and democratization beyond
the color revolutions.” Comparative political studies 42, no. 11 (2009): 1403-1425.


Recommended Reading:


• Lohmann, Susanne. 1994. “Dynamics of informational cascades: the monday demonstrations in
Leipzig, East Germany, 1989-1991.” World Politics 47: 42-101.


• Kuran, Timur (1991). “Now Out of Never: The Element of Surprise in the East European Revolu-
tion of 1989.” World Politics 44: 7-48.


• Brancati, Dawn. 2014. Pocketbook Protests: Explaining the Emergence of Pro-Democracy Protests
Worldwide. Comparative Political Studies


• Lorentzen, Peter L. Regularizing rioting: Permitting public protest in an authoritarian regime.
Quarterly Journal of Political Science 8, no. 2 (2013): 127-158.


• Rosenfeld, Bryn, 2017. Reevaluating the Middle-Class Protest Paradigm: A Case-Control Study of
Democratic Protest Coalitions in Russia. American Political Science Review, 111(4), pp.637-652.


WEEK 9 - RISE OF POPULISM AND AUTHORITARIANISM


Required Reading:


• Weyland, Kurt. "Neoliberal populism in Latin America and eastern Europe." Comparative Politics
(1999): 379-401.


• Pirro, Andrea LP. ”Populist radical right parties in Central and Eastern Europe: The different con-
text and issues of the prophets of the patria.” Government and Opposition 49, no. 4 (2014):
600-629.


• Batory, Agnes. ”Populists in government? Hungary’s “system of national cooperation.” ” Democ-
ratization 23, no. 2 (2016): 283-303.


• Pappas, Takis S. “Populist democracies: Post-authoritarian Greece and post-communist Hungary.“
Government and Opposition 49, no. 1 (2014): 1-23.


• Hale, Henry E. "Regime cycles: democracy, autocracy, and revolution in post-Soviet Eurasia."
World Politics 58, no. 1 (2005): 133-165.


Recommended Reading:


• Pirro, Andrea LP. The populist radical right in Central and Eastern Europe: Ideology, impact, and
electoral performance. Routledge, 2015.


• McFaul, M. and Stoner-Weiss, K., 2008. The Myth of the Authoritarian Model-How PutinâĂŹs
Crackdown Holds Russia Back. Foreign Affairs, 87, p.68.


• Bader, M., & van Ham, C. (2015). What explains regional variation in election fraud? Evidence
from Russia: a research note. Post-Soviet Affairs, 31(6), 514-528.
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WEEK 10 - POLITICS AND EFFECTS OF EU INTEGRATION


Required Reading:


• Frank Schimmelfennig, “European Regional Organizations, Political Conditionality, and Demo-
cratic Transformation in Eastern Europe,” East European Politics and Societies 21 (1) (2007), pp.
126-141.


• Kristi Raik, “EU Accession of Central and Eastern European Countries: Democracy and Integration
as Conflicting Logics,” East European Politics and Societies 18(2004): 567-594.


• Levitz, Philip, and Grigore Pop-Eleches. “Why no backsliding? The European Union’s impact on
democracy and governance before and after accession.” Comparative Political Studies 43, no. 4
(2010): 457-485.


• Sedelmeier, Ulrich. “Anchoring Democracy from Above? The European Union and Democratic
Backsliding in Hungary and Romania after Accession.” JCMS: Journal of Common Market Studies
52, no. 1 (2014): 105-121.


• Borzel, Tanja A., and Frank Schimmelfennig. “Coming together or drifting apart? The EU’s polit-
ical integration capacity in Eastern Europe.” Journal of European Public Policy 24, no. 2 (2017):
278-296.


Recommended Reading:


• Levitz, Philip, and Grigore Pop-Eleches. “Monitoring, money and migrants: Countering post-
accession backsliding in Bulgaria and Romania.” Europe-Asia Studies 62, no. 3 (2010): 461-479.


• Kelemen, R. Daniel. “Europe’s other democratic deficit: National authoritarianism in Europe’s
Democratic Union.” Government and opposition 52, no. 2 (2017): 211-238.


WEEKS 11 AND 12 - WORK ON FINAL PAPER


RESEARCH PAPER DUE MONDAY AUGUST 3 @ 12:00P THROUGH WEBCOURSES
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Questions to answer while reading an academic article or book (maybe in
this order)1


• What is the point of the article?


• What is the author’s agenda?


• Is the author trying to explain something? What is it?


• What have other people said about the subject the author is trying to explain?


• Does the author contribute anything beyond what these other people have said?


• What broader research agenda is the author adding to?


• What broader research agenda is the author trying to get rid of?


• What is the author’s argument to explain this outcome?


• What claims does the author use to bridge his/her explanation of the outcome with the outcome
itself?


• What assumptions does the author make in making these claims?


• How does the author test the claims that he/she made?


• Is this the best possible way to test these claims? Why or why not?


• Does the author test the theory in the appropriate place/time?


• Does the author’s test adequately take alternative explanations into account?


• Does the author’s test adequately account for biases, such as endogeneity, selection or ecological
inference?


• What are the author’s findings?


• Are the findings generalizable to other cases?


• How do the findings affect our understanding of the author’s research agenda? Other research
agendas?


• Has the author convinced you that his/her explanation for the chosen outcome is better than what
others have done?


1It’s also good practice to do this with your own work.
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Instructor Robert Bledsoe


Office
Phillips Hall 102B


(closed for summer term)


Office


Hours
online


Phone
(407) 823-2608


(contact via e-mail)


E-mail
robert.bledsoe@ucf.edu


(mailto:robert.bledsoe@ucf.edu)


Course Name World Political Geography


Course ID & Section GEO3471-BW60


Credit Hours 3


Semester/Year Summer "B" 2020


Location Web-based


UCF Catalog Description:  (Prerequisites: ENC 1102 or POS 2041 or consent of instructor) 


Analysis of factors which affect power relations among nations, including area, location, political


styles, ethnic divisions, and the politics of energy.


Course Overview:  World Political Geography is a 6-weeks online course designed to introduce


the student to the various regions of the globe and the unique physical, political, economic, and


socio-cultural features of those regions as well as their regional/global interconnectiveness. It is a


Syllabus: GEO3471-20Summer BW60 https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1352856/pages/syllabus?module_ite...
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core requirement for the International and Global Studies major/minor, services the Social Science


Education major and is a course option in the International/Comparative Studies track of the


Political Science major as well as an elective in various other programs and also fulfills the UCF


diversity requirement.


Introduce the student to the variables that help us understand how the global system functions


in its physical, political, and human/cultural dimensions


Understand how those variables influence regional development


Gain an awareness of how these regions are interconnected


Familiarize the student with the ongoing debate of whether globalization has transformed the


international system into convergence or has intensified divergence


The primary purpose of the course is to nurture basic tools for you to better understand the world


in which we live. These tools include critical thinking, appreciation of diversity, and accessing


technology. Critical thinking is central to the analysis and assessment of the varied regional and


global issues confronting humankind; diversity influences our choices and opportunities both


within our community/country and our participation in the global community; and technology is an


incredible door to introduce you to ideas you may have never before pondered.


All students must purchase:


Les Rowntree et al.,  Diversity Amid Globalization: World Regions, Environment, Development.


7  ed. Pearson.  This edition is only available as a digital version.  You can either buy it (ISBN


9780134642703) or rent it (ISBN 8220103633543).  If you prefer a hard version of the


textbook, the 6th ed. is that (ISBN 9780321910066) and is substantially the same except


perhaps for a few quiz questions where the data is updated in the 7th ed.


The textbook website is www.pearsonhighered.com/rowntree  (http://www.prenhall.com


/rowntree)


The textbook is available at the UCF Bookstore and possibly off-campus bookstores as well as


Amazon, etc.  Our course is part of the First Day access initiative.  You can access the eBook in


either buy or rent mode by Opt-In on the first day of class (June 22) until Friday (June 26) at a


discounted price.  To see how to Opt-In, go to https://vimeo.com/306061595


(https://vimeo.com/306061595) In addition, you can order the textbook in an eTextbook version at


www.coursesmart.com        (http://www.coursesmart.com)


Be aware that some sources may take time to get to you and in a 6-weeks course this can be a


serious problem.  Timeliness is more important than money.


th
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The course will consist of a series of Learning Modules based upon Chapters in your textbook


(including reading each chapter and taking a Quiz on each chapter) and completing Learning


Module Assignments.


Without the confines of scheduled class attendance, you must manage your time wisely. Refer to


the Schedule for availability and due dates for elements of the course. In order to keep up, you


should schedule yourself to do a Module (readings, quizzes, and assignment) every week.  If this


course is part of a 3 or 4 course summer term and you are working, then you need to rethink your


commitments.  This course alone will consume a significant amount of your time.  Putting off doing


all the modules until the deadline will spell disaster for you!  If your calendar during our course is


filled with competitions, regionals, away sports events, etc., then you should not be taking this


course.  The entire course opens at the beginning of the term, so there is plenty of time for you to


plan your entire term's schedule.  Do that as soon as the course opens and post the schedule by


your computer!


There should be no missed quizzes and assignments, since all are available for extended periods


of time (see Schedule and Syllabus on Toolbar) .  If you wait until the last minute and the server


is down, the clock strikes midnight, there are technical issues, your computer crashes or there are


family emergencies, that is not my problem. Give yourself plenty of lead time.  Once the clock runs


out, that is it. 11:59 is 11:59.  If your clock is different, that is your problem for living on the edge.


There are no makeups or reopening of closed quizzes.  Late essay assignments are to be


submitted as an e-mail attachment and there will be a letter grade reduction for each day it is late,


except in serious medical emergencies (documentation required) or religious holidays.  There is


no extra credit built into the course.


The course grade is based upon completion of module assignments and quizzes. If it is found that


you are submitting work done by someone else, the minimum penalty will be a zero on the


assignment or quiz and persistent infractions will lead to academic disciplinary action (see


Academic Honesty section below).


To calculate your grade, take your total point count and divide by 180.  Move your decimal over


two places and you will have your grade (% of the possible total). The Tutorial and Student Quiz


are not a graded component of the course.


Assignment Points


Module 0 10
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Module 1 30


Module 2 30


Module 3 25


Module 4 30


Module 5 25


Module 6 30


TOTAL 180


Letter Grade Percent


A 90-100


B 80-89


C 70-79


D 60-69


F 59 or below


NOTE: There are no + or – grades for the final course grade.


Plagiarism and cheating of any kind on a quiz or assignment will result at least in an "F" for that


assignment (and may, depending on the severity of the case, lead to an "F" for the entire course)


and may be subject to appropriate referral to the Office of Student Conduct for further action. See


the UCF Golden Rule  (http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu) for further information. I will assume


for this course that you will adhere to the academic creed of this University and will maintain the


highest standards of academic integrity. In other words, don't cheat by giving answers to others or


taking them from anyone else. I will also adhere to the highest standards of academic integrity, so


please do not ask me to change (or expect me to change) your grade illegitimately or to bend or


break rules for one person that will not apply to everyone.


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all


persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students


with disabilities who need accommodations in this course must contact the professor at the


beginning of the semester to discuss needed accommodations. No accommodations will be


provided until the student has met with the professor to request accommodations. Students who


need accommodations must be registered with Student Disability Services


(http://www.sds.ucf.edu/) , Ferrell Commons 185, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone


(407) 823-2116, before requesting accommodations from the professor.
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Week/Date Topic Assignments
Due


Dates


Week 1
Module 0: Introductory


(opens 06/22/20)
Conversations/Inbox attachment


06/26/20


11:59pm


Week 1


Module 1:The Geography


Tool Box


(opens 06/22/20)


Read Chapters 1 & 2


Take Quizzes 1 & 2


Complete web essay Assignment (bin


Laden)


06/29/20


11:59pm


Week 2


Module 2: North America;


Latin America


(opens 06/22/20)


Read Chapters 3 & 4


Take Quizzes 3 & 4


Complete web essay Assignment


(Ecotourism)


07/05/20


11:59pm


Week 3


Module 3: Sub-Saharan


Africa


(opens 06/22/20)


Read Chapter 6


Take Quiz 6


Complete web essay Assignment


(Africa's Future)


07/11/20


11:59pm


Week 4


Module 4: SW Asia/North


Africa; Europe


(opens 06/22/20)


Read Chapters 7 & 8


Take Quizzes 7 & 8


Complete web essay Assignment


(Migration)


07/17/20


11:59pm


Week 5
Module 5: Russia


(opens 06/22/20)


Read Chapter 9


Take Quiz 9


Complete web essay Assignment


(Climate Change)


07/24/20


11:59pm


Week 6


Module 6: East Asia; South


Asia


(opens 06/22/20)


Read Chapters 11 & 12


Take Quizzes 11 & 12


Complete web essay Assignment


(Kashmir)


07/31/20


11:59pm


There is no Final Exam


Note: All dates are subject to change by Dr. Bledsoe. Routinely check the class Announcements
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for any changes or updates.
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The following ground rules will help your work in this course to go much more smoothly. Please


carefully review these expectations and follow them.


Academic integrity will be appraised according to the student academic behavior standards


outlined in The Golden Rule of the University of Central Florida's Student Handbook. See


http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu  (http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu) / for further


details.


1. 


Don't turn in late assignments. A letter grade is deducted for each day an assignment is late.2. 


Keep up with the readings. You have ten chapters to read; ten quizzes to take; and six web


essays to complete. Students who keep up with the modules tend to do much better in this


kind of class than those who put everything off until the last minute.


3. 


Don't miss a quiz. Missed quizzes may not be retaken.4. 


All of your work is to be done individually. There are no Group projects in this course.5. 


Please be aware that this is the equivalent of a full semester course compressed into a 6-week


summer term.  It is not an abbreviated version of a Fall term or Spring term course.  Structure


your daily routine accordingly.


6. 


E-mail is not a graded component of this course (other than Module 0) but is an integral part of


communicating and, if necessary, submitting assignments. Make sure you:


Check your in-box (e-mails) at least daily (more often is better).1. 


Be patient. Don't expect an immediate response when you send a message. Generally, two


days is considered a reasonable amount of time to receive a reply (not counting weekends). 


Do not wait until the evening before or morning of an assignment being due to e-mail me (see


previous sentence).


2. 


Inside the course Conversations/Inbox function, when you are asking about a quiz question or


topic, be sure to refer specifically to quiz #s or module assignment so I know what you are


talking about. If you are communicating outside of Conversations, use the course title in the


Subject heading so I know you are a student in the class. If there is nothing that identifies your


e-mail to our class, I will delete it as spam.  Also include your name at the end of the message


so I know who you are (it shows automatically in the course Conversations, so no problem


there).


3. 


Be courteous and considerate. Being honest and expressing yourself freely is very important


but being considerate of others online is just as important as in the classroom.


4. 


Make every effort to be clear. Online communication lacks the nonverbal cues that fill in much5. 
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of the meaning in face-to-face communication.


Do not use all caps. This makes the message very hard to read and is considered "shouting."


Check spelling, grammar, and punctuation.


6. 


Break up large blocks of text into paragraphs and use a space between paragraphs.7. 


Sign your e-mail messages if they are outside of the course Conversations function.


Otherwise, I will not likely recognize you.


8. 


Never assume that your e-mail can be read by no one except yourself and the person to whom


you are sending your message; others may be able to read or access your mail. Never send or


keep anything that you would not like seeing on the evening news.


9. 


Note: Review the Netiquette and Viruses section below


Many of the "rules of the road" or protocols that apply to Conversations also apply to the use of


Discussions. Use the following conventions when composing a discussion posting:


There are no discussion assignments as part of your course grade but it is an excellent means


of communicating with your peers, asking questions about assignments or seeking help in


finding correct links to material in modules. Since you may be encountering a similar problem


that one of your colleagues already has asked and received information or help, it is a good


practice to always check the Discussions function multiple times during the week.


1. 


I encourage all of you to help one another if there are difficulties or confusion. Be a good


Samaritan.


2. 


If you want to send a personal message to the instructor or to another student, use


Conversations rather than Discussions.


3. 


Use the Discussion function for assistance with technical issues or for questions about course


material or assignments. The Announcements function is reserved for me.  I will use this for all


important messages to the class, so check it every time you log into the course.  Do not


respond to my announcements in the Announcement - e-mail me.


4. 


A helpful hint for use with both discussions and e-mail --- Compose your message in your


word-processing application in order to check spelling, punctuation, and grammar --- then copy


and paste your composition into e-mail or the discussion. This also saves online time. Poor


spelling, punctuation, and grammar reflect poorly upon you. There are certain words that are


central to a subject and your inability to spell them correctly is the equivalent to functional


illiteracy. If you were applying for a professional grade civil service position and spelled


government "goverment" or applied for a foreign service position with the State Department


and spelled it "foriegn," do you think your application would likely be viewed favorably?


5. 


Be courteous and considerate. It is important to be honest and to express yourself freely, but


being considerate of others is just as important and expected online as it is in the classroom.


6. 


Avoid posting large blocks of text. If you must, break them into paragraphs and use a space7. 
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between paragraphs.


Note: Review the Netiquette, Viruses and Technical Resources sections below.


"Netiquette" has evolved to aid us in infusing our electronic communications with some of these


missing behavioral pieces. "Emoticons" and other tools have become popular and I encourage


their use when it will add to the clarity of your communication.


:-)


happy, pleased


:-(


sad, displeased


:-O


surprised


>:-|


angry


Abbreviate when possible. Examples:


LOL


laugh out loud, "I find this funny"


ROFL


rolling on floor laughing, really funny


BTW


by the way


*grin*


smiling


IMHO


in my humble opinion


FYI


for your info


Flame


antagonistic criticism


Netiquette continues to evolve and I am sure that we will have constant additions to this growing


language. The important thing to remember is that all of the "cute" symbols in the world cannot


replace your careful choice of words and "tone" in your communication.


You can learn more about Netiquette and electronic communication by visiting Learning Online.
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A virus can spell disaster. Your use of a reputable anti-virus program is a requirement for


participation in this course (good ones include Avira, McAfee or Norton). In addition, do not use


obscure software programs or a computer where you work (if they allow you to do coursework on


their nickel) if it does not use Microsoft Word. There are way too many students in the course for


me to have to take time to track down and convert other software products.  If I cannot open it, it is


the equivalent of having not been submitted (students using Macs, iphones, etc. beware).  That is


why I have you submit an attachment using your software you will do you assignments with in


Module 0 so we can make sure I can open it when you submit essay assignments.


Also, back up your files: "My hard drive crashed." "My modem doesn't work." "My printer is out of


ink." "The power went out."  "Lightning struck my computer." These are today's equivalents of "My


dog ate my homework." And these events really do occur and they are really inconvenient when


they do. However, these are not valid excuses for failing to get your work in on time.  Waiting until


the eleventh hour to do a quiz or an assignment is courting disaster and 1 minute late is still late


and the window is closed.  Period.


For specific problems, go to Technical Support and/or the Service Desk (both links in your Canvas


Student Tour).
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INR 4008: Global Perspectives 


The Historical and Contemporary Contexts of Globalization 


*Course is Online Only* 


University Course Catalog Description. The historical and contemporary contexts of 


globalization.  


Course Overview. Topics include the origins and nature of the modern world, the globalized 


economy, economic inequality, democracy and failed states, conflict in the Middle 


East, terrorism and anti-Americanism, and the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction. 


Learning Outcomes. Achieve an accurate and in-depth understanding of the historical and 


contemporary contexts of globalization. By the end of this course students will be able to think 


logically and knowledgeably regarding global social and economic processes, and research and 


write on global perspectives.  


Credits: 3 


Class Hours: 3 


Lab and Field Work Hours: 0 


Contact Hours: 3 


Prerequisite(s): ENC 1102Links to an external site.. 


Class Meets: Online Course. 


Instructor: Michael Mousseau. 


Communications: The best way to reach me is through Webcourses@UCF. Please use Inbox, a 


communication function in Canvas. I normally respond within 24 hours. If you send a message 


to my UCF email address, I will reply only to emails sent from your UCF knights email account 


(No Gmail, Hotmail, Yahoo mail, etc.). 


Graduate Teaching Assistant: Erica Ricci. 


Books to Purchase or Rent. I try to select books that are affordable, informative, and easy to 


read.  Make sure to obtain the **correct editions**. The three books are: 


• Pietra Rivoli, The Travels of A T-Shirt in the Global Economy: An Economist Examines 


the Markets, Power, and Politics of World Trade (2014, Wiley). 


• Joseph E. Stiglitz, Making Globalization Work (2006/07 by W. W. Norton Company). 


• Paul Collier, Wars, Guns, and Votes: Democracy in Dangerous Places (2010, 


HarperCollins). 


Learn How I Travel Through Time and Space  



http://catalog.ucf.edu/preview_course_nopop.php?catoid=3&coid=7103

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1354890/pages/let-me-introduce-myself





Evaluation. I structure this course to make it easy for students to manage, with zero make-work 


and simple organization: all quizzes are always due on a Tuesday (and the essay exam). All 


discussions always end on a Friday.   


Essay Exam (28%, May 19) 


7 Multiple Choice Quizzes (28% / 4% each)  


8 Discussions (24% / 3% each) 


1 Course Paper (20%) 


Course Discussion Page 


How to Get an A in This Class  


Academic Engagement: Join First Discussion by Friday May 15 11:59pm 


 


How to Get an A in This Course 


• An average 3-credit course summer D online course requires 18 hours of course time per 


week. Assuming the normal reading rate of one minute per page, but doubling that to 


allow for note taking, most students should be able to manage this course with an average 


workload of 10 hours per week. This includes devoting 40 hours for the paper and 5 


hours for the essay exam preparation. While a light course, students who make the effort 


will learn a lot, as I focus the materials on what I think is essential for grasping the 


historical and contemporary contexts of globalization. 


• I also made this an easy course for students to manage, with zero make-work and simple 


organization:  


o The weekly quizzes are always on a Tuesday (also the essay exam).  


o The last day for weekly discussions is always a Friday (though discussions 


open on Wednesdays, and early contributions are encouraged). For modules 2 and 


3, discussions always follow the quizzes, to promote higher quality discussions. 


This also allows anyone who may not have done well on the quiz to try to make 


up for it with discussion. 


o Because there is a course paper, there is no final exam. 


• Beyond the quizzes and discussions in weeks 3-9, just remember to:  


o Prepare for the essay exam by taking the (optional) practice essay exam. It is 


best to complete all video lectures for Module 1 before taking the practice essay. 


After taking it, put all questions and thoughts about it in the course discussion 


page, and pay attention to this page. Of course, I can always take questions 


directly by email as well. 


o Take the essay exam, in week two in the course, Tuesday May 19. 



https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1354890/pages/essay-exam

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1354890/pages/reading-slash-presentation-quizzes

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1354890/pages/course-discussions

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1354890/assignments/6607690

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1354890/discussion_topics/5913531

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1354890/pages/how-to-get-an-a-in-this-course

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1354890/pages/module-1-the-historical-context-of-globalization-and-the-unique-role-of-the-americans





o Turn in the final paper due on Thursday, July 9, at 11:59 pm. It is not possible to 


get a respectable grade on this paper without reading the entirety of the 


instructions and writing tips on the course paper page, and abiding by them! 


Learning how to write a basic research paper is an essential part of a liberal arts 


degree--enjoy the learning and practicing! 


• Ask questions when you have them! I really enjoy answering questions, really! Use 


course discussion, or if it is something not relevant for the whole class just email me. 


 


Essay Exam 


There is one big essay exam to be taken early in the course on Tuesday May 19. All you need to 


do to prepare for this exam is watch the video presentations for Module 1. Pay close attention 


and take careful notes. The content of Module 1 is important: it sets the context for the rest of the 


semester. Its content is also unavailable anywhere else, so taking the exam without knowing the 


lectures is a guaranteed fail. Prepare well! 


• Question style. The essay-exam will have one or two broad opened-ended thought 


questions, which you will have one hour to answer. Example: “Drawing on course video 


lectures, what are the origins of the modern world?” Expected length: 500 to 1000 words. 


• Assessment. There is no single “correct” answer. I read each essay carefully to assess if 


the student is familiar with the material and understands the important issues related with 


the question. To do well, you must express depth of knowledge of the lectures: show that 


you have digested the material and grew from this course! 


• How to prepare. Take notes by hand as you watch the presentations, not of details but 


the bigger pictures. To decide what to include, follow this rule: what in the lecture 


enhances your understanding of the world and might be remembered long after this 


course is over? After each lecture section, stop and summarize what has been covered 


and think about it. What does it mean towards understanding the world? When taking the 


exams, have your outlines and notes readily accessible in front of you. 


        Do not memorize the material. You can memorize 3 + 4 = 7, but it is a lot easier to 


understand the basic rules and logic of addition; then you can add anything. The same 


goes for understanding politics: seek to grasp the basic insights of each section and 


subsection of the materials; then you can think through anything. Also, I will not ask 


details that have no larger logic in the course content. I do not care which date the Treaty 


of Westphalia was signed, but I do care what may have motivated the participants to sign 


this treaty. The essays are open-book, so you can always check your materials for details 


if you want them. 


• For help in preparing for the essay exam, I will send a practice essay two days before 


the real essay exam. Taking the practice is optional: I offer it to help everyone know what 


to expect. These are not submitted to me. Instead, on the day before the essay I will 


express the main contents I would expect of the practice essay answers. This way 







everyone can assess how well they would have done, and be better equipped for 


preparing for the real essay. We can also discuss good and bad answers on the practice 


exam on the course discussion page.   


• Ask questions. Use the course discussion page or email me directly for any questions 


you have. Discussion is preferred if you have the kind of question that others might have 


as well. 


• When to take. The exam will be open from 00:01 AM to 11:59 PM on the day it is due. 


Remember you will have only one hour, once you open the exam, to finish it. 


Exam Rules 


1. If an answer is not at all from course material, the grade is a zero. I deeply discount 


content that is not informed from course material. 


2. Do not draw on anything but course material and common sense. 


3. Do not cite materials from outside the course. 


4. Wherever you refer to a *specific* passage in the course videos, cite the minute (e.g., 


Module 1, Part 2, minutes 8-9). 


5. Do not include a bibliography. 


6. Use 1.5 spaced, Arial 14-point, with normal 1-inch margins (from edge of the page). This 


allows me to grade your papers and add comments within Webcourses. 


7. Put your name on the first line, nothing else is needed. 


8. In your answer, do not list anything we can already see in the videos. As mentioned 


above,  to do well you must express depth of knowledge of the lectures, not show that 


you can copy-paste. 


9. Do not enter links. 


10. Turn your essay in using turnitin.com on Webcourses. 


11. Do not discuss with your peers! Remember this is an exam, so I trust that students will 


not discuss materials after an exam has been opened (in the 24 hours before they are due). 


Note that discussion with your peers is a violation of the UCF Golden RulesLinks to an 


external site. and can lead to expulsion from the university. Any student that witnesses 


essay questions distributed in a Groupme chat or any similar setting are in violation of 


UCF Golden Rules unless they immediately report the incident to me. Remember also 


that with Turnitin, such violations are likely to be spotted. 


Essay Tips 


1. Attempting an essay without knowing the material is a guaranteed fail. This course offers 


new content not offered anywhere else. 


2. Write clearly. It is often a good idea to provide examples or apply analogies, or refer to 


specific events to illustrate your point. 


3. Use your own words. No credit is given for phrases cut-pasted from the notes. An essay 


can consist of entirely “correct” responses, but if it is all lecture catch phrases it is 


impossible to know if the student grasps the material, resulting in a high risk of a zero 


grade. 


4. Do not rely on jargon. Everything you write should be universally understandable. For 


instance, ‘Why do trees have leaves’? The answer ‘for photosynthesis’ is not a 



http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/
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universally understandable explanation and therefore not a good answer even as it may be 


verbatim from course material. The answer ‘the leaves convert sunlight into carbon 


dioxide that trees need to grow’ is a universally understandable explanation, so it 


indicates you understand the material. 


5. Carefully explain your reasoning. 


6. If you are not sure of an answer but are aware of the material and have some idea, feel 


free to express that you are not sure, and what you are thinking and why. Sometimes 


there is no single right answer, and your expressions of awareness of the materials, and 


having thought about them, can help. 


 


Reading/Presentation Quizzes 


The quizzes usually consist of five multiple choice questions designed to test your retention of 


important points and themes in the readings and videos, not details. So, there is no need, and it is 


probably not possible, to open your book and look up answers during the quizzes. To discourage 


anyone from doing so, you will have only two minutes on average for each question. So 


preparation is simple: know the assigned material, and have notes in front of you outlining the 


main points of each chapter/video, section, and sub-section.  


As a hedge to make sure the quizzes are not too difficult, if the class average is below 83 I 


promise to curve up to maintain that average. Note that questions are randomly assigned, so a 


friend in the course will not have the same questions as you. Best to just read and know the 


material! 


Once you start a quiz you will have only 10 minutes to answer the six questions. You can skip a 


question and go back to it if you like. 


 


Course Discussions 


There are eight discussions over the semester, each devoted to a module reading assignment or 


set of video presentations. The (mostly) weekly discussions are opened on Wednesdays and close 


at 11:59pm on Fridays. All students are expected to post at least one discussion comment, or 


reply to a discussion comment of another student, in each discussion. Assessment is as follows: 


• 90-100. Contributed very well, indicating a clear understanding of the materials and 


having thought deeply about them. 


• 80-90. Contributed moderately, with indications of at least fair awareness of the material 


and perhaps having thought about it. 







• 65-80. Contributed, but not much indication of awareness of the material and having 


thought about it. 


• 0. No contribution made. This includes just giving one’s opinion, or asserting agreement 


or disagreement with another post, without offering logic, facts, or reasoning of any kind. 


To do well, a student must offer new content that could only come from the course materials not 


yet expressed in the chat, and which cannot have been obtained from reviews or summaries of 


the books on the web. Alas, you must read the books and watch the videos to do well. 


Please no more than 250 words for each contribution. Most comments should have far fewer than 


250 words. Assessment is about quality not quantity, so even a single sentence can earn the 


maximum grade. 


In discussions, when referring to course materials you must identify them. This can be done by 


naming the particular chapter or video if you are referring to the general ideas or themes of the 


chapter or video. However, in most cases students are likely to be referring to specific passages 


within chapters or videos. In this case, the cited chapter or video must be accompanied with page 


numbers or video minutes. Do this as follows: (Rivoli, chapter 3, pp. 26-27) or (Lecture, Module 


1, Part 2, min. 3-5). 


Outside sources are discouraged, but are acceptable for supporting any controversial claim. If an 


outside source is referenced, make sure to provide full citation information, or just provide a link. 


Avoid citing questionable sources. Abide by reference rules mentioned in the Term Paper page. 


I will monitor but not contribute to the discussions, though I may enter from time to time to 


assist in a question raised but unaddressed, or to steer discussion that may have gone off-track. 


 


Course Paper  


Pick a topic addressed in this course that interests you. Develop a research question that remains 


unanswered from course materials and explore it further; or develop your own thesis and 


investigate the level of support for it in the literature. Either way, research is needed. For 


instance, you might wish to explore further Stiglitz’ argument in his chapter on patent and 


copyright laws; or you might investigate the issue with a particular country. Or you might 


disagree with something in the lectures regarding the US role in globalization; or wish to 


investigate this issue further with a case study. Your options are wide—you can do whatever 


interests you—as long as your topic is centered on a prominent issue that is from this course. 


Expected length is 2,000 (minimum) to 3,000 words (maximum). Examples of prior paper topics 


in this course: 


• Is globalization Americanization? 


• Does the U.S. act imperial? 







• Pick a case where the US has been accused of acting as an imperial power and explore it 


further to determine if the US actually acted in ways that meet one of the definitions of 


imperialism as defined in class. 


• Do US cotton subsidies harm developing country cotton exporters? 


• Does globalization mean free (unfettered) trade? 


• Is Stiglitz’ greenbacks proposal a good idea? 


• How can we stop moral hazard in global debt? 


• How to strike the right balance in international treaties regarding property rights? 


• What can be done to protect workers in developed countries? 


• What can be done to protect workers in developing countries? 


• How can we hold multinational corporations more accountable to developing countries? 


• Which system of government creates a more effective economy, democracy or 


autocracy? 


• Does poverty cause conflict? 


• Does globalization cause poverty in developing countries? 


• Does globalization cause conflict in developing countries? 


• Does ethnic diversity hinder economic growth? 


• Does ethnic diversity cause conflict? 


• What causes political extremism (or terrorism or anti-Americanism)? 


• Does democracy cause development or does development cause democracy? 


Organize your paper as follows, using these primary headings: 


1. Introduction 


The purpose of the introduction is to draw interest (why does the topic matter?), identify the 


purpose of the paper, summarize your main findings, and outline the paper structure. The latter is 


essential: All papers need to give readers a mapping. A common technique is to have as the first 


sentence of (perhaps) the last paragraph of the introduction as follows: “This paper is organized 


as follows. First . . .” Make sure all the primary headings (not necessarily the titles of them) are 


noted here as first, second, etc. 


2. The Issue 


Summarize your issue as addressed in course materials. Some issues may have been raised in 


only one source (e.g., Rivoli and U.S. cotton), but many issues are addressed by multiple sources 


in this course (e.g., lectures, Stiglitz, and Collier all address sources of conflict, in various ways). 


Be sure to cover everything related with your issue from class. Try to organize this section in a 


way that leads to a research question to explore, or your thesis to support. In the last paragraph of 


this section, identify (or repeat) your question or thesis. 


3. Findings 


In this section you report the results of your research. What do the academic studies say 


regarding your research question, or support for your thesis? You must have at least three 


academic citations; a good paper would have at least five. Academic citations include only 







citations to academic journals and books published by university presses (some other book 


presses are academic – you will have to ask me). Nothing else counts as academic, including 


encyclopedias, magazines, and newspapers, though these are fine as additional citations. If you 


are not familiar with using the library, please ask for assistance from the library's personnel, take 


workshops provided by the library, or visit the library's website (http://library.ucf.edu/). 


Knowing how to do research is an essential part of a liberal arts degree and being a part of this 


world. 


4. Conclusion 


Repeat your question or thesis, and why it matters. Summarize what your paper has done and 


your findings. Suggest next steps forward. Try to end with a final sentence that poetically 


expresses the main point you want to express with your paper. 


Assessment Rubric 


1. Quality of research. Does paper appear written to fit the citations (bad), or does the cited 


research fit seamlessly with the research question or thesis (good)? Is there an adequate 


number of academic citations? 15% 


2. Paper organization followed. 6% 


3. Paper rules followed (see rules below). 6% 


4. APA citation rules followed (see rules below). 6% 


5. Grammar (sentence flow). 6% 


6. Paragraph construction (see tips below). 6% 


7. Introduction. 10% 


8. Conclusion. 10% 


9. Overall quality. 23% 


Paper Rules 


1. Title page should contain the following information on separate lines: Title, author, date, 


and word count. 


2. No abstract 


3. When making an in text citation in sentence, the period ending the sentence goes after the 


in text citation. For example: " . . . found that the chicken came first (Mousseau, 2006)." 


Notice there is no period before the citation.  


4. Original sources should be fully cited, not the library. 


5. For each reference in the bibliography, you should put the hyperlink to that citation, if 


possible. 


6. Use 1.5 spaced, Arial 14-point, with normal 1-inch margins. This allows me and my 


assistant to grade your papers and add comments in Canvas. 


7. Number your pages. 


8. Do not put extra space between paragraphs. 


9. Make sure your paper looks nice and clean! 


10. Turn in an electronic copy only, using the online procedures on the course Canvas page. 







General Tips for a Good Paper 


1. Most good paragraphs start with a sentence that captures the main point of the paragraph. 


The rest of the paragraph explicates the main point; try to end with a sentence that 


summarizes it. 


2. Paragraphs over two-hundred and fifty words (excluding footnotes) are often too long. 


3. Every factual claim that is not universally understood as true needs a citation to a source 


making the claim. If the claim is not the main point of the source cited, cite the page 


number in the source where the claim is made. If it is necessary to cite the same source 


twice in a row, the second citation  can be simply "ibid." (see below). If your only source 


for a key claim is not a valid academic one, a paper's arguments can lay on weak grounds. 


Everyone should shy away from obviously biased sources, like "Rightwing News" or 


"Marxist Revolutionary Review". 


4. Make generous use of examples to illustrate your points. Analogies too may be helpful. 


5. Write in an active prose. For instance, “This paper argues . . .” or “I argue . . .” are far 


better than “In this paper, I will argue. . .” 


6. Do not allude to things or use word games, or use slang or jargon. Write as if your 


audience is from a different culture: make every sentence representative of what you 


mean to say. For instance, do not use catch phrases like “play the democracy card.” 


7. Do not write as if talking to your instructor. For instance, do not write: “In my paper, I 


mainly focus . . .”; or "In this class my favorite topic was . . .". 


8. Do not use the words “proven” or “disproven” unless you are referring to a logical or 


math proof. Use instead terms such as “for” and “against”, “supportive”, "corroborates”, 


etc. 


9. Do not start a paper citing an encyclopedia to define a term. Just don't. 


10. Avoid rhetorical questions unless you answer them. 


11. If a section heading is at the bottom of a page with its content starting on the next page, 


just move the heading to the next page to be above its content. It is dreadful to find a 


section heading hanging all alone at the bottom of a page.  


12. If a section heading is aligned left, do not indent the first line of the first paragraph of the 


section. 


13. When wondering how to explain something, just do an outline as if you are explaining it 


in words. I find the result often makes the best way to structure a paragraph or section. 


14. Once you think you have it right, do something else for few days. After that, at your next 


reading you may be amazed at how incomprehensible parts of your paper are. A good 


paper is re-drafted dozens of times, with some gaps in time between some drafts. 


15. The University Writing Center (UWC) offers writing support to UCF students from first-


year to graduate in every discipline. Trained peer consultants provide help at every stage 


of the writing process, including understanding assignments, researching, drafting, 


revising, incorporating sources, and learning to proofread and edit. The UWC’s purpose 


is not merely to fix papers or to make better writers, but to teach writers strategies to 


navigate complex situations for writing, both in and outside the University. Consultations 


are available for individuals and small groups. To make the best use of the UWC, visit far 


enough before your due date to allow yourself time to revise after your consultation, 


browse the writing resources on our website, and arrange a regular weekly appointment if 


you’d like long-term help. You may schedule a 45-minute appointment by phone or by 







using the TutorTrac scheduler on our website; walk-in consultations are also available. In 


addition, the UWC seeks graduate and undergraduate tutors from all majors; contact the 


UWC to learn more about peer writing consulting and ENC 4275/5276: Theory & 


Practice of Tutoring Writing, our three-credit tutor-education course. 


http://uwc.ucf.edu/Links to an external site.  


Plagiarism 


In an instructional setting, plagiarism occurs when a writer deliberately uses someone else’s 


language, ideas, or other original (not common-knowledge) material without acknowledging its 


source. This definition applies to texts published in print or on-line, to manuscripts, and to the 


work of other student writers.  


Misuse of Sources 


A student who attempts (even if clumsily) to identify and credit his or her source, but who 


misuses a specific citation format or incorrectly uses quotation marks or other forms of 


identifying material taken from other sources, has not plagiarized. Instead, such a student should 


be considered to have failed to cite and document sources appropriately.  


APA Citation Procedures 


If I write: “Early on, Gordon established the classic collective action problem for fisheries, and 


even today we continue to erode the potential rent in almost all fisheries." there should be a 


citation in the text like below: 


“Early on, Gordon (1954) established the classic collective action problem for fisheries, and even 


today we continue to erode the potential rent in almost all fisheries." 


And, if you are using a quote from the source, you must also pinpoint the page number of the 


text it is taken from like: 


Gordon warned that, “Common-property natural resources are free goods for the individual and 


scarce goods for society” and they produce no rent (Gordon, 1954: 135). 


If a quote is more than three sentences on your page, it is reported in a block quote without 


quotation marks, but this is the only exception to using quotation marks when using other 


people’s words—the quotation marks are the crucial mechanism that tells the reader you are 


using other people’s words. Good writers tend to use quotations strategically at important places 


in their writing for support. The block quote looks like the text below. Note how each assertion is 


supported with a citation and the different conditions, like the use of “Ibid” and the bracketed 


word “and” that indicates it is not part of the quote but an addition from U.S. to make it make 


sense in context, and the ellipses which indicate we have removed part of the text reported. 


________________________________ 



http://uwc.ucf.edu/





Early on, Gordon (1954) established the classic collective action problem for fisheries, and even 


today we continue to erode the potential rent in almost all fisheries. He warned that, “Common-


property natural resources are free goods for the individual and scarce goods for society” and 


they produce no rent (Gordon, 1954: 135). 


However, Campling, Havice, and Howard (2012) argue that this traditional approach to fisheries 


as a common property problem has inappropriately reduced the political economy of the World 


Ocean to technicalities that obscure these economic relations: 


Assessments of the policy and practice of resource access in this volume suggest that, whether 


conceptualized around capturing ‘maximum sustainable yield’, ecosystem-based management or 


using fisheries resources for socio-economic development, management (and related social–


property relations) is a political process that is inextricably bound up with processes of capitalist 


accumulation [and]…that fisheries management (whether coordinated by the state or non-state 


entities) is inevitably characterized by unintended (and often uneven) consequences and 


outcomes (p. 192). 


Further, they warn that access to fisheries is conditioned by political conflict that, “dictate 


fisheries use patterns and their socioeconomic and ecological outcomes” (Ibid). 


_______________________________________________________________ 


Then, at the end of your document there must be a list of sources cited in the text: 


References 


Gordon, H. (1954). The Economic Theory of a Common-Property Resource: The Fishery. 


Journal of Political Economy, 62(2), 124-142. doi: 10.2307/1825571 


Campling, L., Havice, E., & Howard, P. M. (2012). The Political Economy and Ecology of 


Capture Fisheries: Market Dynamics, Resource Access and Relations of Exploitation and 


Resistance. Journal of Agrarian Change, 12(2) 


 


Course Policies 


Late Paper: 1% drop in grade for every hour late. 


Make-up: Quizzes can be made up only within 24 hours, with valid excuse. Make-up exams 


require medical and funeral documentation. 


Curve: Quizzes are curved, only up. 


Method of Grade Reporting: Webcourses@UCF. 







Final exam date: No Final Exam. 


Letter/Grade Equivalencies: See grade page. 
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Campus Resources: You should be aware that help is available if you are struggling with this 


course! First see me, your instructor: I want you to understand the material and would be most 


pleased to help if you are having trouble. Other resources include the Student Academic 


Resource Center (SARC), for supplemental instruction and academic tutoring, and the University 


Writing Center. 


**Note: Improper citation indicates plagiarism and can result in a zero grade. Academic 


integrity is not just about avoiding plagiarism. It includes too: 


1. Proper attribution of work at all levels, with particular emphasis on correct citation of 


summarized literature and quoted material, as well as accurate and professional use of 


data. For specifics, see the Writing Center's guideLinks to an external site..  


2. All material you turn in is to be original work that has not been used in other classes, or 


appropriated from others.  


3. The purpose of citing is less about the getting the commas in the right place of 


the citation than it is about proper intellectual attribution of your sources.  Importantly, 


citations allow for the reader to be able to easily find the exact source, sometimes the 


exact passage, where you found your information; thus, your citations must be complete 


and systematic. In this course, whenever you use an idea from someone else, you must 


cite them at that point in your essay, and any group of more than 3 words that are not 


your own must be in quotes or it will be considered plagiarism. Unless stated otherwise, 


all assignments must correctly use a standard citation system (such as APA, MLA 


Chicago, etc.) formatting, correctly identify and use sources and quoted material. Note 


that citation style guides are available at the library website 


here: http://guides.ucf.edu/?group_id=1813Links to an external site.. And, free software 


that helps you manage citations for various styles are found 


here: http://library.ucf.edu/about/departments/scholarly-communication/citation-


management-tools/Links to an external site.. 



http://uwc.cah.ucf.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/9/2015/04/Plagiarism_and_Misuse.pdf

http://guides.ucf.edu/?group_id=1813

http://library.ucf.edu/about/departments/scholarly-communication/citation-management-tools/

http://library.ucf.edu/about/departments/scholarly-communication/citation-management-tools/





UCF Official Syllabus Addendum 


This page contains course policies that are standardized across all UCF courses and are 


supplemental to all UCF course syllabi.  


1. Academic Integrity. The Center for Academic Integrity (CAI) defines academic 


integrity as a commitment, even in the face of adversity, to five fundamental values: 


honesty, trust, fairness, respect, and responsibility. From these values flow principles of 


behavior that enable academic communities to translate ideals into action. 


http://www.academicintegrity.org/icai/assets/FVProject.pdf (Links to an external site.)  


UCF Creed: Integrity, scholarship, community, creativity, and excellence are the core values 


that guide our conduct, performance, and decisions. 


1. Integrity: I will practice and defend academic and personal honesty. 


2. Scholarship: I will cherish and honor learning as a fundamental purpose of my 


membership in the UCF community. 


3. Community: I will promote an open and supportive campus environment by respecting 


the rights and contributions of every individual. 


4. Creativity: I will use my talents to enrich the human experience. 


5. Excellence: I will strive toward the highest standards of performance in any endeavor I 


undertake. 


The following definitions of plagiarism and misuse of sources comes from the Council of 


Writing Program Administrators <http://wpacouncil.org/node/9 (Links to an external site.)+> 


and has been adopted by UCF’s Department of Writing & Rhetoric. 


Plagiarism 


In an instructional setting, plagiarism occurs when a writer deliberately uses someone else’s 


language, ideas, or other original (not common-knowledge) material without acknowledging its 


source. This definition applies to texts published in print or on-line, to manuscripts, and to the 


work of other student writers.  


Misuse of Sources 


A student who attempts (even if clumsily) to identify and credit his or her source, but who 


misuses a specific citation format or incorrectly uses quotation marks or other forms of 


identifying material taken from other sources, has not plagiarized. Instead, such a student should 


be considered to have failed to cite and document sources appropriately.  


Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating 


UCF faculty members have a responsibility for your education and the value of a UCF degree, 


and so seek to prevent unethical behavior and when necessary respond to infringements of 


academic integrity. Penalties can include a failing grade in an assignment or in the course, 



http://www.academicintegrity.org/icai/assets/FVProject.pdf

http://wpacouncil.org/node/9





suspension or expulsion from the university, and/or a "Z Designation" on a student's official 


transcript indicating academic dishonesty, where the final grade for this course will be preceded 


by the letter Z. For more information about the Z Designation, see 


http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgradeLinks to an external site.. 


For more information about UCF's Rules of Conduct, see http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/Links to 


an external site..  


Unauthorized Use of Class Materials 


There are many fraudulent websites claiming to offer study aids to students but are actually cheat 


sites. They encourage students to upload course materials, such as test questions, individual 


assignments, and examples of graded material. Such materials are the intellectual property of 


instructors, the university, or publishers and may not be distributed without prior authorization. 


Students who engage in such activity are in violation of academic conduct standards and may 


face penalties.  


Unauthorized Use of Class Notes 


Faculty have reported errors in class notes being sold by third parties, and the errors may be 


contributing to higher failure rates in some classes. The following is a statement appropriate for 


distribution to your classes or for inclusion on your syllabus: 


Third parties may be selling class notes from this class without my authorization. Please be 


aware that such class materials may contain errors, which could affect your performance or 


grade. Use these materials at your own risk.  


In-Class Recording Policy. Outside of the note taking and recording services offered by Student 


Accessibility Services, the creation of an audio or video recording of all or part of a class for 


personal use is allowed only with the advance and explicit written consent of the instructor. Such 


recordings are only acceptable in the context of personal, private studying and note taking and 


are not authorized to be shared with anyone without the separate written approval of the 


instructor.  


Course Accessibility Statement. The University of Central Florida is committed to providing 


access and inclusion for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate 


formats upon request. Students with disabilities who need specific access in this course, such as 


accommodations, should contact the professor as soon as possible to discuss various access 


options. Students should also connect with Student Accessibility ServicesLinks to an external 


site. (Ferrell Commons, 7F, Room 185, sas@ucf.edu, phone (407) 823-2371). Through Student 


Accessibility Services, a Course Accessibility Letter may be created and sent to professors, 


which informs faculty of potential access and accommodations that might be reasonable. 


Campus Safety Statement. Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise in our class, 


we will all need to work together. Everyone should be aware of the surroundings and familiar 


with some basic safety and security concepts. 



http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade

http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

mailto:sas@ucf.edu





• In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance. 


• Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall near the 


door. Please make a note of the guide’s physical location and consider reviewing the 


online version at http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.htmlLinks to an external 


site..  


• Familiarize yourself with evacuation routes from each of your classrooms and have a 


plan for finding safety in case of an emergency. (Insert class-specific details if 


appropriate) 


• If there is a medical emergency during class, we may need to access a first aid kit or AED 


(Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those items are located in this 


building, see http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/workplacesafety.htmlLinks to an external site. 


(click on link from menu on left).  (insert class specific information if appropriate) 


• To stay informed about emergency situations, sign up to receive UCF text alerts by going 


to my.ucf.eduLinks to an external site. and logging in.  Click on “Student Self Service” 


located on the left side of the screen in the tool bar, scroll down to the blue “Personal 


Information” heading on your Student Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the 


information, including your e-mail address, cell phone number, and cell phone provider, 


click “Apply” to save the changes, and then click “OK.” 


• If you have a special need related to emergency situations, please speak with me during 


office hours. 


• Consider viewing this video (You CAN Survive an Active Shooter (Links to an external 


site.) ) about how to manage an active shooter situation on campus 


or elsewhere. 


Deployed Active Duty Military Students. If you are a deployed active duty military student 


and feel that you may need a special accommodation due to that unique status, please contact 


your instructor to discuss your circumstances. 


  


  



http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html

http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html

http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/workplacesafety.html

http://my.ucf.edu/

https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk
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Syllabus 
INR 2002, AW60 


Summer A 2020 
 


Instructor Contact 


Instructor  Mark Schafer 


Office  305D Howard Phillips Hall 


Office 
Hours 


Available by email 


Phone  (407) 823-3328 


E-mail  mark.schafer@ucf.edu 


Course Information 


Course Name  International Relations – Theory and Practice 


Course ID & Section INR 2002 – AW60 


Credit Hours  3 


Semester/Year  Summer 2020 


Location Online only 


 


Course Description 


UCF Catalog Description: Analysis of the fundamental principles and factors 
affecting interstate relations and their application to contemporary global 
developments. 


 
Course Overview: This course is designed to introduce you to the theories and 
practices of global politics. The course deals with two primary dimensions of 
international politics. The first covers the important theories and concepts of 
international relations. This will be covered primarily in class lectures and 
discussions; there is no required textbook for this course. The only required book 
for this course is a novel by Isaac Asimov called Foundation. This novel deals 
fictitiously with many issues pertaining to international relations in general and 
will be the basis for some provocative discussion throughout the semester. This 
book should be available at the UCF Bookstore (and perhaps elsewhere in 
town). 







 


 


 The second primary dimension of the class deals with current issues, 
practices and problems in today’s international setting. In order to accomplish 
this you are required to read international news stories available for free by way 
of yahoo.com, which I’ll show you in class early in the semester. Pay particular 
attention to international and global happenings, such as events in Iran, North 
Korea, Afghanistan, Russia, the European Union, Africa, global trade and 
economic issues, and others as they emerge. Note that you must stay current 
with these stories. Not only will many modules have an assignment pertaining to 
current events, but the three exams will have a number of current events questions 
on them. You can get supplemental international news from sources such as the 
following (but remember that the yahoo.com stories are required): 
1. Listen to National Public Radio (NPR) news programs (particularly All 
Things Considered in the late afternoon and Morning Edition in the morning). 
NPR can be found on the FM dial at 90.7 and is an excellent source of 
interesting and in-depth international news. 
2. Read the international news stories in major magazines such as Time, the 
Economist, or Newsweek. 
3. Watch national news on television and pay particular attention to the 
international news stories. 


Prerequisite: ENC 1102 


Course Objectives and Learning Outcomes 
 


• Increased knowledge of international relations theories and practices. 
• Improved academic skills in the following areas: reading, 


writing, communicating, and particularly thinking critically. 
 


Required Readings 
 


• Foundation by Isaac Asimov 
• International stories at yahoo.com 


  Course Requirements 


Assignment Date Percent of Final Grade 


First Exam Feb 7 25 


Second Exam Mar 20 25 


Final Exam April 22 25 


First Short Paper Feb 21 7.5 


Second Short Paper April 3 7.5 


Class Discussion semester 10 


 
 


 
Exams will be multiple choice and medium-length essay questions.  



http://catalog.ucf.edu/preview_course_nopop.php?catoid=2&coid=3801





  


 


Class Discussion 


Required Discussion Participation   


Note above that participation in class discussion is a required component of this 
course (10% of your overall grade). For most discussion assignments, you will 
need to make two entries to the discussion topic, one that is an original post, and 
one that is a reply to another student’s original post. Be sure to follow the specific 
directions for each of these required discussion topics. 
 


Optional Discussion Participation and Bonus Grade 


In addition to the required participation in discussion, each module will have an 
optional discussion topic focusing on the lecture videos for that module. In the 
optional discussion topic, you may comment on the lecture material, contribute 
additional information regarding the lecture topic, ask questions about the 
lecture, and respond to others’ posts in the discussion topic. In other words, the 
lecture discussion topic should resemble open discussions in a regular 
classroom.  
 
Every time you participate in one of these optional discussion topics, you will 
receive bonus points, up to two points per post or reply (see the Discussion 
Grading Rubric linked on the home page for the course), and a maximum of four 
points total for each module. The points from these optional discussions will go 
toward a bonus that will be added to your overall grade for the semester, up to 
5% addition to your grade. So, for instance, if you earn an 87.5% overall for the 
semester, but you were very active in the optional lecture discussions and you 
earn a 4.1% bonus, that gets added to your overall grade, for a new total of 
91.6%, and instead of getting a B, you would get an A. And, because this is such 
a large possible bonus, please note that I do NOT round grades up at all. In other 
words, if you get an 89.9% overall, but never participate in the optional 
discussions, then your final grade will be a B. 
 


Missed Assignments/Make-Ups 


Papers and assignments must be completed on time. Exams and quizzes may 
not be rescheduled or postponed. Exceptions will be allowed only under 
extreme, documented circumstances. Under such circumstances, you are 
required to notify me (or, if I am unavailable, the Department of Political Science) 
prior to the date or as soon as possible if prior notice is impossible. 
 
Late papers are generally not accepted. If I accept a late paper because of 
circumstances, I will make substantial reductions in the paper grade for every 
day it is late, up to a maximum of 75% reduction. 







  


 


Evaluation and Grading 


Final Percent for Course Grade 


90% - 100% A 


80% - 89.99% B 


70% - 79.99% C 


60% - 69.99% D 


Below 60% F 


Academic Honesty 


As reflected in the UCF creed, integrity and scholarship are core values that 
should guide our conduct and decisions as members of the UCF community. 
Plagiarism and cheating contradict these values, and so are very serious 
academic offenses. Penalties can include a failing grade in an assignment or in 
the course, or suspension or expulsion from the university. All work you submit 
must be your own scholarly and creative effort. UCF’s Golden Rule defines 
plagiarism as follows: whereby another’s work is used or appropriated 
without any indication of the source, thereby attempting to convey the 
impression that such work is the student’s own. I may require an electronic 
version of any paper submitted for this class. 


Disability Statement 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable 
accommodations for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus can be made 
available in alternate formats upon request. Students with disabilities who need 
accommodations in this course must register with Student Disability Services, 
Ferrell Commons Room 132, phone (407) 823-2371; TTY/TDD-only phone (407) 
823-2116.  


Third-party Notes 


Third parties may be selling class notes and other materials from this class 
without my authorization. Please be aware that such class materials may contain 
errors, which could affect your performance or grade. Use these materials at your 
own risk. 


Deployed Active Military Duty 


Students who are deployed active duty military and/or National Guard personnel and 


require accommodation should contact their instructors as soon as possible after the 


semester begins and/or after they receive notification of deployment to make related 


arrangements. 


 







  


 


Copyright 


This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video 
clips, images, text materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the 
Fair Use doctrine in order to enhance the learning environment. Please do not 
copy, duplicate, download or distribute these items. The use of these materials is 
strictly reserved for this online classroom environment and your use only. All 
copyright materials are credited to the copyright holder. 


Campus Safety Statement 


Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise during class, everyone needs to 


work together. Students should be aware of their surroundings and familiar with some 


basic safety and security concepts.  


 


• In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance. 


• Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall 


near the door. Students should make a note of the guide’s physical location and 


review the online version at http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html. 


• Students should know the evacuation routes from each of their classrooms and 


have a plan for finding safety in case of an emergency. 


• If there is a medical emergency during class, students may need to access a first-


aid kit or AED (Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those are 


located, see http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/workplacesafety.html (click on link from 


menu on left). 


• To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive 


UCF text alerts by going to ucf.edu and logging in. Click on “Student Self 


Service” located on the left side of the screen in the toolbar, scroll down to the 


blue “Personal Information” heading on the Student Center screen, click on “UCF 


Alert”, fill out the information, including e-mail address, cell phone number, and 


cell phone provider, click “Apply” to save the changes, and then click “OK.” 


• Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with 


their instructors outside of class. 


• To learn about how to manage an active-shooter situation on campus or 


elsewhere, consider viewing this video. 


 



http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html

http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/workplacesafety.html

http://my.ucf.edu/

https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk





  


 


Course Calendar 


(Note: This class is divided into 12 different modules. Content and 
assignments for each module will become available as we reach that point in 
the semester.) 


Module 1: Course introduction and overview; global geography. 


Module 2: Realism, Idealism, and Interdependence: Core 
Theories of International Relations. 


-Read Part I in Foundation. 


Module 3: Foundations of the “Nation-State” System. 


Module 4: International Organizations; Organizing for Peace. 


-Read: Part II in Foundation. 


- FIRST EXAM: May 22 


Module 5: Foreign Policy Decision Making and the Levels of 
Analysis. 


-Read Chapters 1 and 2 in Part III of Foundation. 


- FIRST SHORT PAPER DUE: May 28 


Module 6: Power, Conflict, and War I. 


Module 7: Power, Conflict, and War II 


-Read the rest of Part III in Foundation. 


Module 8: Arms Control; International Law 


- SECOND EXAM: June 5 


Module 9: International Political Economy: Liberalism, 
Mercantilism, and Marxism I.  


-SECOND SHORT PAPER DUE: June 11 







  


 


Module 10: International Political Economy: Liberalism, 
Mercantilism, and Marxism II. 


-Read Part IV in Foundation. 


Module 11: Development and Underdevelopment. 


Module 12: Contemporary Global Issues and Challenges; and 
review for final exam. 


-Read Part V in Foundation. 


- FINAL EXAM: June 19 
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COURSE OUTLINE 
INR 4054-DW60, Summer 2020 


Global Politics of Energy 
Department of Political Science 


College of Sciences, University of Central Florida 
3 credit hours 


  
 
Instructor: Dr. Daniel Marien, Daniel.Marien@ucf.edu 
Teaching Assistants:  Douglas Namur and Ozgur Kayaalp. 


 
Office Hours: make appointment via email for a phone conversation.  
The instructor is available any day of the week and would be please to talk to you. 
There is no need to cancel work or skip class for us to talk over the phone.  
 
 
I. UCF Catalogue Course Description  
 
 
INR 4054 - Global Politics of Energy 
Credit Hours: 3; Class Hours: 3; Lab and Field Work Hours: 0; Contact Hours: 3 
Prerequisite(s): ENC 1102 or POS 2041 or C.I. Corequisite(s): None. Prerequisite(s) or 
Corequisite(s): None. 
 
International/national dimensions of global energy policy within developed and 
underdeveloped countries. 
 
 
 
II. Course Description Summer 2020 
 


Energy has been central to the development of human standards of living, powers, and 
faculties. What we call “energy” today has eliminated or diminished the historical role of 
morally repugnant sources of power such as slavery, back-breaking work by 
subordinated classes, and animal suffering. A single barrel of oil yields as much energy 
as 12 men working for an entire year.    


On the other hand, energy has also soiled the land, air and water on which humans rely 
for a healthy and fulfilling life. It has recently been estimated that coal leads every year 
to 13,000 premature deaths in the United States, 23,000 in Europe and more than 
80,000 in India. 



mailto:Daniel.Marien@ucf.edu

mailto:Daniel.Marien@ucf.edu
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One key political challenge to the global energy system today can be summarized thus. 
A fast-growing human population needs more energy, particularly in low- and middle-
income countries where accessing modern living standards can only happen through 
energy inputs. At the same time, human well-being can hardly afford more of the 
environmental pollutions and risks associated with traditional fossil fuels. This dilemma 
is sharpened by new methods for extracting traditional fuels. Tar sands, “fracking” of oil 
and natural gas, deep sea and Arctic drilling, retreat mining of coal, etc., all add new 
layers to the environmental harms and risks associated with fossil fuels.  


Therefore the importance of, and the perspectives for, “greening” the global energy 
system will occupy a central place in this course. The political-economic conditions 
promising or thwarting the expansion of environmentally friendlier energy will be at the 
center of our preoccupations.  


A second political challenge to the global energy system is the management of 
international conflict energy. States compete with one another to secure energy or to 
exercise influence over other states through their control over energy sources. Students 
will have the opportunity in their final essay to study regional conflicts of this nature if 
they so choose.  


 
 
 
 
 
III. Basic Course Expectations 
 
Students are expected to: (1) always have a working connection to the internet; (2) to 
promptly procure the textbooks; (3) to submit postings in due time in normal 
circumstances; (4) to respect the rules of academic honesty, in particular never to 
present text not their own as their own wording. (5) In most cases to paraphrase 
contents from the text books rather than use direct quotes.   
 
 
 
IV. Student Learning Outcomes  
 
LO-1: Students will be able to describe in very broad terms the global geography of 
energy, i.e. where energy is produced and where it is consumed.  
 
LO-2: Students will be able to describe how markets do not factor in the cost of 
environmental harms and risks stemming from fossil fuels.   
 
LO-3: Students will be able to describe in broad terms the causes and consequences of 
energy poverty in many countries.  
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LO-4: Students will be able to describe in broad terms why heavy dependence on oil 
extraction can have negative consequences on democratic governance in certain 
countries.   
 
LO-5: Students will be able to describe under what political conditions certain countries 
could break away from systemic inertia (“carbon lock-in”) and accelerate the 
development of greener energies while other countries remain mired in fossil fuel 
dependency.  
 
LO-6: Students will be able to describe how to improve national policies to accelerate 
the development of greener energies (“renewables lock-in”) across the globe.  
 
LO-7: Students will compose an essay in which they further examine the energy policy 
situation of a given country or describe a specific domestic political conflict about energy 
in a country of their choice, or survey international tensions related to energy trade.   
 
 
V. Assessment Overview 
 
NOTE: The semester unfolds in 8 ½ weeks. Week 1 starts on Monday 5/11 and ends 
on Monday 5/18. Week 2 starts on Monday 5/18 and ends on Monday 5/25 and so on. 
The Final Essay is due on Thursday July 9 at 11:59 PM, in the middle of Week 9.  
 
 


Assessment Overview 
 


WHAT 
Description 


WHEN 
Deadlines 


WORTH 
Points 


WHY 
Purpose 


 
 
 


Before Course  
Perception of 


Ideologies 
 
 


 
 
 


Friday 5/15, 11:59pm 
Attach file labeled: 


LASTNAME_Before 
 
 
 


 
 
 


1 
 


 
 
 


 


 
 
 


Frees up your 
financial aid and 


prepares your After-
Course Statement.  


 


 
 
 


Energy Atlas in 
Words 


 


 
 
 


Monday May 18 at 
11:59 


 
 
 


 5 
 


 
 


Getting a sense of 
the geographical 


distribution of 
energy production 


and consumption on 
a global scale 
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Weekly Discussion 


Post Average  
Each weekly post is 
over 50 points. An 
average is used to 
compute the final 


course grade 
 


 
 


Weeks 1-7  
by Monday Evenings 


11:59 P.M.  
due 5/18 to 6/29 


 


 
 


50 


 
Verify mastery of 


assigned materials 
with narrative 


respomnses and 
develop evaluation 


of ideas 
 


 
Annotated 


Bibliography 
A collection of 17 


annotated sources 
and images related 


to a country profile or 
a political conflict 
related to energy. 


 


 
 


Monday 7/6,  
at 11:59 PM 


 


 
 


17 


 
 


A preliminary step to 
the composition of 


the final essay.  


 
 


After Course 
Perception of 


Ideologies 
 
 


 
 


Monday 7/6, 11:59 PM 
Upload file labelled: 
LASTNAME_After 


 


 
 


2 


 
Incentivize students 


to reflect on, and 
evaluate, their 


learning.  


 
Final Essay 


1,500 words (min.) 
A country energy 


policy profile OR a 
survey of a specific 


political conflict 
related to energy.  


 


 
Due Thursday July 9 


at 11:59 PM 
Upload a file in 
Webcourses 


Labelled: 
LASTNAME_Essay 


 


 
 


25 
 


 
Demonstrate 


understanding of 
conflicting 


arguments and 
articulate reasoned 
judgment about a 


controversial issue.  


 
TOTAL 


 


  
100 


 


 
 


HOW TO FIGURE YOUR FINAL COURSE GRADE: 
 
The grade totals in the Canvas Grade Book can be misleading. To more reliably figure 
out your standing in the course, follow the simple method described below. 
 
Enter your personal scores for these values:   
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Before/After    (over     3 points) 
+ Energy Atlas in Words  (over     5 points) 
+ Weekly Post average (over   50 points) 
+   Annotated Biblio + Images  (over   17 points) 
+   Final Essay   (over   25 points)    
________________________________________   
=   Total Points Earned  (over 100 points) 
 
Then convert that numerical total into a letter grade in accordance with the Grading 
Scale below.  
 
 


Grading Scale (%) 
94-100  A 
90-93   A- 
87-89       B+ 
84-86  B 
80-83   B- 
77-79   C+ 
74-76  C 
70-73   C- 
67-69    D+ 
64-66  D 
60-63   D- 
0 - 59  F 


 
 


HOW TO FIGURE YOUR COURSE GRADE 
BEFORE THE SEMESTER IS OVER 


 
You cannot predict exactly what course grade you will receive at the end of the 
semester since some assignments are still outstanding at this time. But you may get a 
sense of where you stand by using the formula above and adapt it to the scores that 
are known at the time you make this calculation. It is all very simple. Recalculate the 
denominator for the known scores and compare the known scores to that. Transform 
that fraction into a percentage and it will give you an idea of “where you stand” in the 
course so far.   
 
Thus: 
Before/After (probably 3 points)     =    3 over  3 +  
Energy Atlas in Words      =    ? over  5 + 
Then average out your Disc Post scores         = ?? over 50 + 
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Annotated Bibliography and Images     = ?? over 17 +  
________________________________________________________ 
New denominator:           ?? over 75 TOTAL 
 
For example: 
Assuming that your known scores add up to 60, then that is 60 (numerator) over 75 
(denominator), or 60/75. To obtain a percentage: 60 divided by 75 = 0.80 or 80%.   
 
Of course, it not entirely legitimate to project from there that you will necessarily receive 
80% (B--) as the final course grade since scores for some assignments are still 
outstanding. You may get strong scores in the remaining assignments and cross over in 
A territory. Or you may do a poor job on these assignments and drop in C territory. Still, 
this simple calculation can give you an idea of where you stand in the class at a given 
moment before the semester ends.  
 
 
 
VI. Course Prerequisites 
 


Course prerequisites include an open mind and a readiness to reflect on the 
subject matter.  There are no prerequisites in the sense of having completed 
specific previous courses beyond English Composition.  


 
VII.  Course Credits 
         3 credits 
 
 
VIII.  Course Schedule 


 
The Weekly Discussion Board updates the Course Outline: in case of a 
discrepancy between the Course Outline and the Discussion Board of the 
week, the Weekly Discussion Board is correct.  


 
 
  
Week 1, Monday 5/11 to Monday 5/18:  


 
Read the Course Outline. 
 
Instructor’s Remarks and or video documents will occasionally be assigned on any 
given week. Follow the instructions given in the Weekly Discussion Board. 
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Week 1 is occupied with the Before Course and the assignment titled Energy Atlas in 
Words”.   
 
This sequence of discussion questions is repeated weekly from Week 2 until Week 7.  
There is no weekly quiz or final exam in this course.  
 
Week 8 and a portion of Week 9 are occupied with the composition of the Final Essay.  
 
 
Turn in your BEFORE course submission before Friday 5/15 at 11:59 PM, upload a 
Word file labelled with your last name, ex.: NAME_Before. Submission will be accepted 
until Monday May 25.  
 
Upload your “Energy Atlas in Words” (before Monday evening May 18 at 11:59 
P.M.). Submissions will be accepted until Monday 5/25 to accommodate students 
delayed in procuring the textbook.    


 
 


 
Week 2, May 18 to May 25:  
 


• Read Friedman, Preface + pp. 3-28; 30-31; 41-59; ; 63-84; 110-179; 194-209.  
 


Week 3, May 25 to June 1:   
 


• Read Friedman, pp. 211-246; 263-352.  
 


Week 4, June 1 to June 8:   
 


• Read Aklin and Urpelainen, Preface, pp. 3-88. 
 


 
Week 5, June 8 to June 15:   


 
• Read Aklin and Urpelainen, pp. 91-171.  


 
 


Week 6, June 15 to June 22:  
 


• Read  Aklin and Urpelainen, pp.173- 248.  
 
 


Week 7, June 22 to June 29:  
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• Read  Aklin and Urpelainen, pp.249-263. 
 
 
Weeks 8-9, June 29 to July 9: Final Essay Composition 


 
• Composition of an essay.  
• See the Final Essay Grading Standards document in Files for more details.  
• Due: Thursday July 9 at 11:59 PM.  
• Upload your essay in a Word file labelled with your last name. 


 
 
 
IX. Policy Statements 
 
Make-up Exams and Assignments 
Per university policy, you are allowed to submit make-up work (or an equivalent, 
alternate assignment) for university-sponsored events, religious observances, or legal 
obligations (such as jury duty). If this participation conflicts with your course 
assignments, I will offer a reasonable opportunity for you to complete missed 
assignments and/or exams. The make-up assignment and grading scale will be 
equivalent to the missed assignment and its grading scale. Please contact me ahead of 
time to notify me of upcoming needs. 
 
Weekly Discussion posts can only be accepted in the relevant weekly discussion board. 
They cannot be accepted via email to the instructor. Discussion posts sent to the 
instructor’s email will not be credited.  
 
 
Academic Integrity 
 
Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of Conduct. According to 
Section 1, "Academic Misconduct," students are prohibited from engaging in: 
 


• Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, 
information or study aids in any academic exercise unless specifically authorized 
by the instructor of record. The unauthorized possession of examination or 
course-related material also constitutes cheating. 


• Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral means: The 
presentation of material which has not been studied or learned, but rather was 
obtained through someone else’s efforts and used as part of an examination, 
course assignment, or project. 


• Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to another 
person, student, and/or uploading course material to a third-party vendor without 
authorization or without the express written permission of the university and the 
instructor. Course materials include but are not limited to class notes, Instructor’s 



http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/process/roc

http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/process/roc
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PowerPoints, course syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, instruction sheets, homework, 
study guides, handouts, etc. 


• Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work. 
• Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the 


source, thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the 
student’s own. 


• Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than 
once without the express written permission of the instructor. 


• Helping another violate academic behavior standards. 
• AND Marien’s own addition to UCF policy: the listing of works cited not 


materially used in a post or essay also constitutes a breach of academic honesty. 
It misrepresents the depth of research done.  


 
For more information about Academic Integrity, students may consult The Center for 
Academic Integrity. 
For more information about plagiarism and misuse of sources, see “Defining and 
Avoiding Plagiarism: The WPA Statement on Best Practices”. 
 
Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating 
 
Students should also familiarize themselves with the procedures for academic 
misconduct in UCF’s student handbook, The Golden Rule. UCF faculty members have 
a responsibility for students’ education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to 
prevent unethical behavior and when necessary respond to academic misconduct. 
Penalties can include a failing grade in an assignment or in the course, suspension or 
expulsion from the university, and/or a "Z Designation" on a student’s official transcript 
indicating academic dishonesty, where the final grade for this course will be preceded 
by the letter Z. For more information about the Z Designation, see 
http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade. 
 
Turinitin.com:  
In this course the instructor may utilize turnitin.com, an automated system which 
instructors can use to quickly and easily compare each student's assignment with 
billions of web sites, as well as an enormous database of student papers that grows 
with each submission. The instructor submits your texts to Turnitin at his discretion. 
Student found guilty of plagiarism will receive a failing grade for the entire course and 
may incur additional penalties.  
 
In particular, weekly postings must be original. To ensure originality, students are 
not able to view classmates’ posts before they have themselves posted in the 
Discussion Board. Students are also not able to edit their postings after having posted it 
in the Discussion Board. It is strongly recommended that you compose your post in 
a word processing file, review it there for content and style and only then paste 
the final product in the Discussion Board.  
 



http://www.academicintegrity.org/icai/assets/FVProject.pdf

http://www.academicintegrity.org/icai/assets/FVProject.pdf

http://www.academicintegrity.org/icai/assets/FVProject.pdf

http://www.academicintegrity.org/icai/assets/FVProject.pdf

http://wpacouncil.org/node/9

http://wpacouncil.org/node/9

http://wpacouncil.org/node/9

http://wpacouncil.org/node/9

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/docs/goldenrule.pdf

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/docs/goldenrule.pdf

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade
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I also expect that your answers to reading comprehension question will be mostly 
paraphrasing the textbook as opposed to quoting it directly.  
 
Quizzes are individual exercises with open access to the materials but limited time to 
answer the questions.  
 
Course Accessibility Statement 
 
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all 
persons with disabilities. Students with disabilities who need disability-related access in 
this course should contact the professor as soon as possible. Students should also 
connect with Student Accessibility Services (Ferrell Commons 185, sas@ucf.edu, 
phone (407) 823-2371). Through Student Accessibility Services, a Course Accessibility 
Letter may be created and sent to professors, which informs faculty of potential access 
and accommodations that might be reasonable. Determining reasonable access and 
accommodations requires consideration of the course design, course learning 
objectives and the individual academic and course barriers experienced by the student. 
 
Campus Safety Statement 
Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise in our class, everyone needs 
to work together. Students should be aware of the surroundings and familiar with some 
basic safety and security concepts. 


• In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance. 
• Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall 


near the door. Please make a note of the guide’s physical location and consider 
reviewing the online version at http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html.  


• Students should know the evacuation routes from each of their classrooms and 
have a plan for finding safety in case of an emergency. 


• If there is a medical emergency during class, we may need to access a first aid 
kit or AED (Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those items are 
located in this building, see http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/workplacesafety.html (click on 
link from menu on left).  


• To stay informed about emergency situations, sign up to receive UCF text alerts 
by going to my.ucf.edu and logging in. Click on "Student Self Service" located on 
the left side of the screen in the tool bar, scroll down to the blue "Personal 
Information" heading on your Student Center screen, click on "UCF Alert," fill out 
the information, including your e-mail address, cell phone number, and cell 
phone provider, click "Apply" to save the changes, and then click "OK." 


• Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with 
their instructors outside of class. 


• To learn about how to manage an active-shooter situation on campus or 
elsewhere, consider viewing this video. You CAN Survive an Active Shooter 
 


Deployed Active Duty Military Students 



http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

mailto:sas@ucf.edu

mailto:sas@ucf.edu

http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html

http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html

http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/workplacesafety.html

http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/workplacesafety.html

http://my.ucf.edu/

http://my.ucf.edu/

https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk

https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk
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If you are a deployed active duty military student and feel that you may need a special 
accommodation due to that unique status, please contact your instructor to discuss your 
circumstances. 
 
Copyright 
This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, 
images, text materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use 
doctrine in order to enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, 
download or distribute these items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for 
this online classroom environment and your use only. All copyright materials are 
credited to the copyright holder. 
 
Third-Party Software and FERPA 
During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or 
software applications sometimes called third-party software such as a blog or wiki. 
While some of these could be required assignments, you need not make any personally 
identifying information on a public site. Do not post or provide any private information 
about yourself or your classmates. Where appropriate you may use a pseudonym or 
nickname. Some written assignments posted publicly may require personal 
reflection/comments, but the assignments will not require you to disclose any personally 
identity-sensitive information. If you have any concerns about this, please contact your 
instructor.   
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Instructor Robert Bledsoe


Office
Main campus: Phillips Hall 102B


(closed for summer)


Office
Hours online


Phone
Orlando campus: (407) 823-2608


(contact me via e-mail)


E-mail robert.bledsoe@ucf.edu


Syllabus: INR4401-20Summer BW60 https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1352857/pages/syllabus?module_item_id=13298469
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Course Name INR 4401 - International Law


Credit Hours 3


Semester/Year Summer 2020


Location web-based


UCF Catalog Description: (Prerequisites: ENC 1102 or POS 2041 or consent of instructor)  The nature, evolution, and sources of
international law and examination of various sub-areas such as recognition, maritime law, nationality, and war.


Course Overview:  International Law is a 6-weeks online course designed to introduce the student to public international law - the
legal regime of the international political system of states and other entities in that system.  While useful to students desiring to go
on to law school, the primary purpose of the course is to provide the basic tools for any student to better understand the influence
and contribution of law to the world in which we live.  The course is one of the options in the Functional Restricted electives of the
International and Global Studies major as well as an elective in the International/Comparative track of the Political Science major
(minor) and one of the three options in the Restricted law course of the Pre-Law track of the Political Science major.


Introduce you to the nature and sources of international law; how that law developed; and how it relates to municipal (national)
law
Gain an understanding of the role of law in aiding both stability and peaceful change in the international system
familiarize you with the legal principles which create the subjects of international law and govern their succession or demise
examine the rights and duties of the subjects of international law


Syllabus: INR4401-20Summer BW60 https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1352857/pages/syllabus?module_item_id=13298469
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suggest how individuals fit into the scheme of things
introduce you to the legal principles, customs, and norms which govern national jurisdiction over spatial domain and problems in
extraterritorial jurisdiction
introduce you to the legal principles, customs, and norms that govern nations during the course of their international transactions
through diplomacy and treaties
examine those norms that prevail when law fails in its role of aiding both stability and peaceful change in the international system
and international disputes and/or conflicts occur
gain insight into how international law has been instrumental in improving both the human and global environment


The course will nurture basic tools for you to better understand the law. These tools include critical thinking, appreciation of diversity,
and accessing technology.  Critical thinking is central to the analysis and assessment of the law; diversity influences how different
nations/cultures view that law; and technology is an incredible tool to aid you in researching that law.


All students must purchase Gerhard von Glahn and James Larry Taulbee, Law Among Nations: An Introduction to Public
International Law. 11th ed. Routledge. 2017.  ISBN 978-1-138-69172-8. 


The textbook is available at the UCF Bookstore and  possibly off-campus bookstores as well as Amazon and textbook rental sites. 
Be aware that some sources may take time to get to you and in a 6-weeks course this can be a serious problem.  Timeliness is
more important than money.


The course will consist of a series of Learning Modules based upon Chapters in your textbook, which consist of reading each
chapter, taking a Quiz on each chapter, and completing an Assignment (consisting of either a case brief, a research essay, or both)
for each Module.  Refer to the Schedule and Calendar for due dates for elements of the course.  The entire course will open at
once but each Module might have different closing dates.  Thus, you can complete Modules are soon as you wish and complete
those ahead of time if you know you will be out of town on business, etc.  If your summer calendar is filled with competitions,
regionals, away sports events, a full academic load, and/or full-time work, then you should not be taking this course.  This course
will occupy a considerable portion of your summer.  The entire course is open at the beginning of the term and you know what your
schedule looks like for the term.  Do not put off Modules until the deadline - it will spell disaster for you!
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If you wait until the last minute and the server is down, there are technical issues, or your computer crashes, that is not my problem. 
You will have missed a quiz and/or an assignment.  Once the clock runs out, that is it.  Waiting until 11:58pm or 11:59pm on the last
day when the deadline is 11:59pm will likely result in your not being able to submit your assignment. Give yourself days of lead time
to get technical problems addressed (see Support Services, Tech Support, Help Desk).


Makeups and Extra Credit


There is no extra credit built into the course.  Once the clock runs out on Quizzes, there is no extension.  When the clock runs out
on submitting Assignments, they need to be submitted to me as an e-mail attachment and a letter grade will be dropped each day
the assignment is late.


The course is based upon completion of module quizzes and assignments.  If it is found that you are submitting work done by
someone else or plagiarizing, the minimum penalty will be zero on the quiz or assignment and persistent infractions will lead to
academic disciplinary action.  (see Academic Honesty section below).


To calculate your grade, take your total points and divide by 180.  This will give you your course average and then refer to the chart
below for the corresponding letter grade. The Tutorial and Student quiz is for your own benefit - it is not part of your total points or
grade for the course. 


 Letter Grade Points
A 90-100


B 80-89


C 70-79


D 60-69


F 59 or below
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Assignment Points
Module 0 10


Module 1 25


Module 2 25


Module 3 30


Module 4 30


Module 5 30


Module 6 30


Total 180


Note:  there are no + and - grades for the final course grade.


Plagiarism and Cheating of any kind on an examination, quiz, or assignment will result at least in an "F" for that assignment (and
may, depending on the severity of the case, lead to an "F" for the entire course) and may be subject to appropriate referral to the
Office of Student Conduct for further action. See the UCF Golden Rule  (http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/) for further
information. I will assume for this course that you will adhere to the academic creed of this University and will maintain the highest
standards of academic integrity. In other words, don't cheat by giving answers to others or taking them from anyone else. I will also
adhere to the highest standards of academic integrity, so please do not ask me to change (or expect me to change) your grade
illegitimately or to bend or break rules for one person that will not apply to everyone (e.g., reopening a Module quiz or accepting a
late submission for an assignment) .


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all persons with disabilities. This
syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students with disabilities who need accommodations in this course must
contact the professor at the beginning of the semester to discuss needed accommodations. No accommodations will be provided
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until the student has met with the professor to request accommodations. Students who need accommodations must be registered
with Student Disability Services, Ferrell Commons 185, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before
requesting accommodations from the professor.


Web Sites


There are hundreds of sites that provide resources to study international law.  The following are a good beginning for
information and resources.  There will be specific web sites for you in each Module.


The American Journal of International Law (available online through the UCF Library)


Institute for International Law and Justice  (http://www.iilj.org/) at New York University


The Avalon Project  (http://avalon.law.yale.edu) at Yale Law School


www.un.org/law/avl  (http://www.un.org/law/avl) (this is the UN AudioVisual Library)


(see also the Journals attachment in Announcements)
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Week/Date Topic Assignments
Due


Dates


Week 1
Module 0: Introductory
(opens 06/22/20)


Complete 2-part Assignment (Case Brief; Introduction)
06/26/20


11:59pm


Week 1
Module 1: The Nature of International Law
(opens 06/22/20)


Read Chapter 1
Take Chapter 1 Quiz
Complete essay Assignment (Background)


06/29/20


11:59pm


Week 2
Module 2: Sources of International Law


(opens 06/22/20)


Read Chapter 3
Take Chapter 3 Quiz
Complete Case Brief Assignment (Sources)


07/05/20


11:59pm


Week 3
Module 3: Legal Process and Application
(opens 06/22/20)


Read Chapters 5, 6 (and pp. 593-600)
Take Chapters 5 and 6 Quizzes
Complete essay Assignment (Case Briefs)


07/11/20


11:59pm


Week 4 Module 4: States
Read Chapters 7, 8


07/17/20
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(opens 06/22/20) Take Chapters 7 and 8 Quizzes
Complete essay Assignment (Kosovo)


11:59pm


Week 5
Module 5: Jurisdiction
(opens 06/22/20)


Read Chapters 10, 11
Take Chapters 10 and 11 Quizzes
Complete essay Assignment (Hypothetical Scenario)


07/24/20


11:59pm


Week 6
Module 6:  Maritime Law; Diplomacy
(opens 06/22/20)


Read Chapters 12, 14
Take Chapters 12 and 14 Quizzes
Complete essay Assignment (Diplomacy)


07/31/20


11:59pm


There is no Final Exam


Note: All dates are subject to change by Dr. Bledsoe. Routinely check the class Announcements for any changes or updates.
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The following ground rules will help your work in this course to go much more smoothly. Please carefully review these expectations
and follow them.


Academic integrity will be appraised according to the student academic behavior standards outlined in The Golden Rule of the
University of Central Florida’s Student Handbook.  (http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/%20)


1. 


Don’t turn in late assignments. Late submissions will result in a letter grade reduction for each day late.2. 
Keep up with the reading. You have 10 chapters to read for the class, 10  quizzes to take, and 6 essay assignments to complete
in a short 6 weeks time.  Please keep up with the reading. Students who keep up with the reading tend to do much better in this
kind of class than those who do not.


3. 


Don’t miss a quiz - they may not be retaken or submitted late.4. 
All of your work is to be done individually.  There are no Group projects in the course.5. 


Announcements


This is reserved for me.  Monitor it daily but do not respond to any announcement in that function - send me an e-mail.
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E-mail is not a graded component of this course (other than Module 0) but is an integral part of communicating in this course and, if
necessary, for submitting assignments. Make sure you:


Check your e-mail at least daily.  Also check your assignment submission in your Grades (sometimes there will be a Comment
there even though there is no grade - often telling you that you submitted your assignment in a format that cannot be read; this is
often the case if using a Mac that does not have Word)


1. 


Be patient. Don’t expect an immediate response when you send a message. Generally, two days is considered reasonable
amount of time to receive a reply (not counting weekends). Do not send me an urgent message about an assignment the day
before or the morning of the day it is due.


2. 


Inside the Course Conversations function,when you are asking about a quiz question or topic, be sure to refer to the quiz
question subject (rather than #s) or module assignment subject so I know what you are talking about.  If you are communicating
outside of Conversations, use either the course title or course number in the "Subject" heading so I know you are a student in
the class.  If there is nothing that links your e-mail to the class, I will delete it as spam.  Be sure that you include you name at the
end of your message so I know who you are, as e-mail addresses are not always easily identifiable.


3. 


Be courteous and considerate. Being honest and expressing yourself freely is very important but being considerate of others
online is just as important as in the classroom.


4. 


Make every effort to be clear. Online communication lacks the nonverbal cues that fill in much of the meaning in face-to-face
communication.


5. 


Do not use all caps. This makes the message very hard to read and is considered "shouting." Check spelling, grammar, and
punctuation.


6. 


Break up large blocks of text into paragraphs and use a space between paragraphs.7. 
Sign your e-mail messages if they are outside of the course Conversations function.  Otherwise, I will not recognize you.8. 
Never assume that your e-mail can be read by no one except yourself; others may be able to read or access your mail. Never
send or keep anything that you would not like seeing on the evening news (e.g., the Mark Foley scandal where a Florida
Congressman was e-mailing Congressional Pages with questionable content or the photographs Congressman Anthony Wiener
sent online). 


9. 


Note: Review the Netiquette, Viruses and Technical Resources sections below
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Many of the "rules of the road" or protocols that apply to e-mail also apply to the use of discussions. Use the following conventions
when composing a discussion posting:


There are no Discussion assignments as part of your course grade,  It is an excellent means of communicating with your peers,
asking questions about assignments or seeking help in finding correct links to assignment materials.  Since you may be
encountering a similar problem that one or more of your colleagues has experienced and has sought help or information by a
Discussion posting, it is a good practice to always check Discussions multiple times during the week.  I encourage all of you to
help one another if there are difficulties or confusion.  Be a Good Samaritan.


1. 


If you want to send a personal message to the instructor or to another student, use e-mail rather than the discussions (see
above e-mail protocols).


2. 


Use the Discussion function  for questions about course materials, assignments, or technical issues.  The Announcements
function is reserved for me.  I will use this for all important messages to the class, so check it every time you log into the course.
Do not respond to my announcements in the Announcement function.  Use e-mail to get back to me.


3. 


Be patient. Don’t expect an immediate response when you send a message.4. 
A helpful hint for use with both discussions and e-mail --- Compose your message in your word-processing application in order to
check spelling, punctuation, and grammar --- then copy and paste your composition into e-mail or the discussion. This also
saves online time.  Poor spelling, punctuation, and grammar reflect poorly upon you.  There are certain words that are central to
a subject and your inability to spell them correctly is the equivalent to functional illiteracy.  If you were applying to a professional
grade civil service position and spelled government "goverment" or applied for a foreign service position and spelled it :foriegn,"
your application would likely not be well-received.


5. 


Be courteous and considerate. It is important to be honest and to express yourself freely, but being considerate of others is just
as important and expected online, as it is in the classroom.


6. 


Avoid posting large blocks of text. If you must, break them into paragraphs and use a space between paragraphs.7. 


Note: Review the Netiquette, Viruses and Technical Resources sections below.


"Netiquette" has evolved to aid us in infusing our electronic communications with some of these missing behavioral pieces.
"Emoticons" and other tools have become popular and I encourage their use when it will add to the clarity of your communication.
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:-)
happy, pleased


:-(
sad, displeased


:-O
surprised


>:-|
angry


Abbreviate when possible. Examples:


LOL
laugh out loud, "I find this funny"


ROFL
rolling on floor laughing, really funny


BTW
by the way


*grin*
smiling


IMHO
in my humble opinion


FYI
for your info


Flame
antagonistic criticism


Netiquette continues to evolve and I am sure that we will have constant additions to this growing language. The important thing to
remember is that all of the "cute" symbols in the world cannot replace your careful choice of words and "tone" in your
communication.


You can learn more about Netiquette and electronic communication by visiting Learning Online.
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A virus can spell disaster. Your use of a reputable anti-virus program is a requirement for participation in this course (good ones
include Avira, McAfee or Norton).  In addition, do not use obscure software programs, stripped versions of Microsoft Word for mini-
computers, or a computer where you work (if they allow you to do coursework on their nickel) if it is not Microsoft Word.  There are
too many students in the course for me to have to take time to track down and convert other software products.  If I cannot open it, it
is the equivalent of having not been submitted.  That is why you must use the word processing software that you will use to submit
Assignments during the Course for the Module 0 Assignment to test and make sure it works.


Also, back up your files: "My hard drive crashed." "My modem doesn’t work." "My printer is out of ink." These are today’s equivalents
of "My dog ate my homework." And these events really do occur and they are really inconvenient when they do. However, these are
not valid excuses for failing to get your work in on time.  Give yourself plenty of lead time to anticipate such speed bumps.  Waiting
until the eleventh hour to do a Quiz or an Assignment is courting disaster and late is late, whether it is 1 second or 1 minute.  When
the clock runs out and the window closes, it is closed.  Period.


For specific problems, go to Technical Support.
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THE AMERICAN PRESIDENCY 
UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL FLORIDA 


 
Summer B 2020 


 
 


 


Professor:  Dr. Drew N. Lanier Office Hours:   MW, 10:00 am to 12 pm or by 
appointment (Skype, phone, email, etc.) 


Office:  Phillips Hall 302O    
Phone: (407) 823-3753 [direct dial] or -2608 [main 
office] Credit Hours:  Three (3)                                                     


E-mail: drew.lanier@ucf.edu 
 


 
Course Description 
 
 This course is an intensive study of the United States Presidency as it has developed over time and as it exists 
today. Components of the course include: presidential relations with Congress, the media, public opinion, the 
bureaucracy, and the judiciary.  We will also explore the conduct of presidential nominations, campaigns and elections, 
as well as recent conflicts over the role and powers of the president in current American politics.  Students will be 
introduced to the various theories about the presidency and its relation to the other elements of the United States 
system of governance.  
 
Course Goals 
 
The most fundamental goal of this course is to enhance and improve your critical thinking skills.  The ability to critically 
analyze concepts or programs and then present your conclusions and criticisms well will be one of the most valuable 
skills you learn at the University.   The subject matter on which you will practice these critical skills will be the American 
Presidency.  In order to effectively develop your analytic abilities, you will find that you need a great deal of specific 
knowledge about the president’s Constitutional duties and responsibilities, and his/her relation to other actors within 
his/her legal and political environment.  This course will fill that gap.  
 
Requirements for a Web-Based Class 
  
This is a completely web-based class, and, consequently, requires a much different approach in terms of 
requirements than a wise student would undertake in a face-to-face class. Most obviously, there will be no face-to-face 
meetings and no lectures.  However, one should realize that a web-based class does not mean that you will be doing 
less work; indeed, a web-based class will require that a student take a much more active role in one’s education as 
compared to that level of effort traditionally exerted in a face-to-face class.  The web-based format will likely require 
approximately three times the effort that a student would on average expend in the face-to-face modality in the 
same course.   
  
Generally, I have found that students who do well in a web-based class are self-motivated, have developed 
performance-oriented active learning skills, and have usually earned good grades (B- or higher) in face-to-face classes. 
A web-based class does, however, provide students with some flexibility in that they are not required to be in a 
classroom two or three times a week at a specific time. As those who have taken a web-based course before may 
attest, this is one of the nice features of this type of class, and can make for a very rewarding learning experience. 



mailto:drew.lanier@ucf.edu





The American Presidency (POS 3413) – Page 2 
 
 My general rule of thumb is that students devote at least five hours of study per course credit hour per week. As 
this is a three credit-hour class, wise students should plan on devoting exclusively 15 hours per week to this class at 
a minimum to this course alone. If a student does not reasonably think that he or she can honestly devote this time 
to class, that student likely will struggle to make a passing grade, especially in this class.  Past students have ignored 
this warning here to their own detriment. See the list of suggestions on Canvas from prior students as to how to 
do well in this course. Learn from their experiences. 
 
Web Resources 


Canvas Site – Course Management Software   
 
The Course has a WebCourses site associated with it. It is an innovative technology that allows the students to interact 
with each other, post messages to a common bulletin board, take quizzes, and many other tasks that facilitate 
comprehension of the course material and collaborative learning among the course's students in a student-centered 
context. This site, however, is a password-protected domain. A more thorough discussion of this course tool as well as 
how to navigate through it will be offered in class. Navigate to it via your my.ucf.edu login, find the course in the 
Online Course Tools Tab and the Webcourses@UCF Pagelet and then enter your PID and password.  
 
Required Books 
 
There are two required texts for this course (that is, you must read and digest their content or your grade will suffer): 
 
Cronin, Thomas E., Michael A. Genovese and Meena Bose.  2018.  The Paradoxes of the American Presidency. 5th ed.  
New York: Oxford University Press. ISBN 978-0-19-064850-3 (hereafter “C&G”). 
 
Kennedy, David M.  1999.  Freedom From Fear:  The American People in the Great Depression.  Part I.  New York:  Oxford 
University Press.  ISBN 0-19-516892-5 (hereafter, “K”). 
 
Mandated Documentation of Course Attendance 


 
As of fall 2014, all faculty members are required to document students' academic activity at the beginning of each 
course in order to comply with federal regulations involving student financial aid.  In order to document that you 
began this course, please complete the self-introduction assignment, on the Canvas Discussion board, by the 
end of the first week of classes, or as soon as possible after adding the course, but no later than Friday, June 26, 
2020.  Failure to do so will result in a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid (adapted from a draft 
statement from Academic Affairs Office, UCF). 


 
Technological Requirements 
  
This course is a completely online course.  Hence, it imposes on students the heavy responsibility and obligation to 
anticipate problems that, all too often, haunt humans’ use of technology.  Namely, computers know when a 
deadline is approaching and will fail to function as the user wants at the most critical time, causing untold woe and 
trauma.  Read and understand the technical requirements mentioned in the online learning module referenced 
above.   
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Thus, students must, as a course requirement, take steps to prevent any technological or other problems from 
obstructing their completing the course exams during the period when it is available.  These steps include, but are 
not limited to, the following: 
  


• Disable the call-waiting feature on one’s home telephone line.  If students do not do so before their 
beginning an online exam, they likely will lose the connection with UCF’s server and, thus, not be able to re-
access the exam.  See above warning about my re-opening exams for students who encounter technological 
problems. 


  
• Ensure that anti-virus software has been installed and is regularly updated.  If I receive any document 


containing a virus, I will deduct 10% from the assignment’s final grade. If I receive a virus-infected assignment 
from the same student for a second time any time during the term, I will reduce that student’s final course 
grade by a full letter grade (e.g., from A- to B-). If I receive a third virus-infected assignment, the student will 
fail the course automatically. 


  
• Enable pop-ups from the course Canvas site.  This will allow you to have full functionality in the course.  Do 


not disable the pop-up block entirely as you will need to be shielded from those intrusions while navigating 
in other sites.   


 
• Online Exams:  the exams in this course are administered entirely online.  As you will have limited time to 


complete the exam, I strongly encourage you to plan to take the exam from a location at which there is 
reliable and strong internet service, if at all possible, as this will decrease the wait time that you experience as 
you load and save your answers.  Otherwise, your exam time will be consumed, to some extent, by the lag 
time needed for the questions and answers to load and save.   


 
• Technical Assistance:  with an entirely online course, there are inevitable technological problems 


that usually occur at the last minute (hint:  don’t wait to the last minute).  If such problems occur, 
the professor is not your point of contact; he possesses very limited technical knowledge.  Rather, 
students should contact Online@UCF Support at (407) 823-0407, webcourses@ucf.edu, or submit a 
question via https://online.ucf.edu/support/.  There are as well many self-help online course 
resources on the Learn Online Website. You may also wish to post a question to the many HELP! 
Discussion Fora within the course Canvas site itself. 


 
Skype Availability 
 
I have a Skype account and am able to meet with you via video during the above-referenced office hours or by 
appointment to discuss course-related questions.  My Skype account name is drew.lanier. 
  


 
 
GRADING 
 
Exams (300 points, each 20% of your final course grade)  
 
Each of three exams during the course is worth 100 points.  The tests will be composed entirely of very challenging 
multiple choice questions.  They are each noncomprehensive, although (to some extent) the material builds 
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throughout the course.  These exams are not for the faint hearted.  Each is worth 20 percent of the final course grade, 
for a total of 60 percent drawn from performance on exams.  They will seek to test your understanding of both factual 
and conceptual ideas and your relative analytical and synthetic skills.  They do not emphasize rote memorization of 
facts.  Rather, they test students’ ability to analytically address each question and conceptual understanding of course 
concepts and ideas.  You should prepare for the exams as if you were called on to teach the class yourself. 
 
As this is an online course, all exams will be administered through the Assessment function of the Canvas site 
associated with the course. There will be a very narrow window open during which students must complete the 
exam.  Accordingly, students should anticipate any problems that they may foresee in completing the exam within that 
time frame.  Once you open an exam, you will have a maximum of 75 minutes to finish it.  If you begin it within 75 
minutes of the posted closing time for the exam window, you will have less than that amount of time to complete the 
test.  I will re-open the exam window only under the most extreme (i.e., truly emergency, Act of God) 
circumstances.  Such circumstances do NOT include weddings, cruises, “road trips,” and so forth. There are absolutely 
NO excuses for missing an exam and not contacting me in advance.  Unexcused exams will receive a failing grade (0 
points).   
 
Course Content Modules (35% of final grade) 
  
Because this is a completely online class, a substantial part of students’ earned final course grades will be determined 
by the timely completion of specific content modules.  There will be two modules due per week, on average, that tie in 
with that week’s topics.  The modules will often provide a brief overview of the topic, list the required reading, and 
outline specific tasks and assignments. These can involve researching a certain topic, discussing and debating issues 
through forum postings and, sometimes, the completion of specific internet assignments.  These assignments are 
designed to make you more familiar with knowledge and information, and associated websites, relevant to the study 
of the American presidency.  
  
As there are no formal face-to-face classes, it is incumbent on you to keep up with the readings, assignments and 
the pace of the course.  Getting behind the current schedule of the course is dangerous to your final course grade.  All 
of the modules are listed in the Canvas site for the course.  Together, they will be averaged into 35% of your final 
course grade.  Grades for each module will appear in the Grades section of the Canvas site.  Students may discuss the 
graded module assignments with me during office hours (either by phone, in person or via Skype).   
  
Some modules have multiple due dates for subparts of the module.  The syllabus lists the FINAL DUE DATE for 
the Module – not its first.  Plan accordingly. 
 
I WILL NOT accept late modules.  Computers and servers always seem to know when humans are working on a last-
minute deadline and they take maniacal pleasure in crashing and not allowing you access to websites when the clock 
is approaching the deadline.  The point (again):  start the module assignments early in case there are problems.  If you 
come to me with an exotic tale of woe, I will nod relatively sympathetically but point to this warning.   
 
The following rules apply to the Content Modules: 
  


• Any module, or part thereof, submitted after the due date/time will not be graded.  The usual deadline 
time is 11:57 pm (23:57). 


  
• Students MAY NOT makeup late modules, as such assignments require an ongoing, dynamic discussion 


among the students across the term that cannot be later replicated.   







The American Presidency (POS 3413) – Page 5 
 
 Surveys and Discussion Board (5%) 
 
A portion of the Modules includes the completion of Surveys that require you to answer two questions about the 
material covered within that Module:  what is the most important issue or concept addressed?; and, what is the topic 
or concept that bears further discussion? Completion of the Surveys earns you the appropriate number of points 
announced in each of the Modules of which they comprise a part. 
 
The following are regulations regarding the Surveys that must be followed: 
  


• Please be honest and forthcoming in your survey responses as they are designed to deepen your 
understanding of the course content and its significance.   


  
• After the due date for the Surveys has passed, I will collate and collect the most pertinent and relevant 


questions and post answers to them, in the Discussion Area, for the entire class to read and consider. They 
are good ways to prepare for the exams, and not “busy work.”  Use them for your benefit.  Ignore them at 
your own peril. 


  
• Do NOT send blank responses through for the Survey. Doing so will earn zero points for that portion of 


the Survey that was left blank.  Past classes have, sadly, tested me on this requirement. 
 


• Failing to complete even a small number of the Surveys will negatively affect your final course grade. 
  
Do not put the Modules off until the last minute. You should do them as they are assigned, since you cannot control for 
the internet being down, or the site that you must access being temporarily unavailable. I will have little sympathy for 
you if this circumstance befalls you and you are unable to turn-in your assignment.   
 
Assignments do not count until they are RECEIVED, not sent.  See above warning about anticipating technological 
problems. Thus:  DO NOT WAIT UNTIL THE LAST MINUTE TO COMPLETE YOUR ASSIGNMENT.  If you come to me 
with an exotic tale of woe about your not having turned in your assignment on time, I will nod relatively 
sympathetically and point to this warning.  If you submit the assignment through the Assignment tab in Canvas AND 
you receive confirmation of its receipt safely there, you may then rest assured that it has been properly received. 
  
Furthermore, note the following rules regarding the Modules, some of which require a written product submitted to 
me: 
  


• You may NOT use Wikipedia (or its variants) as any source in your internet assignments. Doing so will 
substantially reduce your grade, even to an “F.”  One of the early modules to be completed in the course 
will introduce you to ways to evaluate websites properly.  


  
• Double space between paragraphs, even in a document that is otherwise single-spaced. 


  
• Provide in-text citations to the SPECIFIC SOURCE FROM WHICH YOU ARE TAKING THE 


INFORMATION.  Otherwise, the reader does not know to what source you attribute your 
information.  Failure to do so will result in a least a one letter grade reduction in the grade earned. 


  
• Attaching printouts to a module’s assignment does not magically satisfy the cite and reference 


requirements noted in Module submissions.   
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• Assignments containing more than five spelling errors will automatically earn a score of zero.  Multiple 
misspellings of the same word will count the number of times that the word is not correctly spelled, rather 
than simply once.  Note that prior students’ failing to heed this requirement has caused them great misery.  
Spelling counts.   


 
• Insure that your name appears on each and every assignment.  Even though you may upload the 


assignment to the Assignment link or to Canvas, PLEASE put your name on the assignment itself as I 
download the assignments and often grade them in hard copy.  It is impossible to grade and assign a 
score for an assignment whose author is unknown. Those assignments not bearing the student 
author’s name will be penalized by one letter grade. Yes, college students regularly do not put their 
name on submitted assignments. 


 
Course Point Allocation 


 
Component Weight 


Exam I 20% 
Exam II 20% 
Exam III  20% 
Course Content Modules 35% 
Surveys and Discussion Board 5% 
TOTAL 100% 


 
Grading Scale (as a Percentage of Total Points) 


 
GRADE PERCENTAGE 
A 100-90 
B+ 89-87 
B 86-80 
C+ 79-77 
C 76-70 
D+ 69-67 
D 66-60 
F 59 or less 


 
 


 
Course Policies (aka My Pet Peeves) 
 
There are several points you should note.  


 
No Excuses 
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First, this class operates under a "No-Excuse" policy.  It is incumbent upon you to be responsible for the notes given in 
the unlikely event you miss class.   If you miss class, you NEED NOT inform me about it.  Because this course is an 
upper division class, you will quickly learn that if you intend to pass, you should plan on regularly attending class, 
keeping up with the lecture, and completing the assignments as they are given. 
 
Accommodations for Physically Challenged Students 
 
Second, if you are physically challenged, every attempt is made to accommodate your learning needs.  See me by the 
end of the first week of class so that we can make appropriate arrangements.  This class operates in accordance with 
the Office of Student Disability Services here at the University and federal guidelines governing the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (1990). 
 
Plagiarism and Cheating:  Don’t Let it Happen to You! 
 
Third, please consult the policy regarding plagiarism and cheating which is attached at the end of this document. Each 
of you must review the University policy on the penalties for plagiarism.   The Golden Rule explains this in more detail:  
http://regulations.ucf.edu/~regs/pdf/notices/5.015StuAcademicBehaviorStandards_newJul09_000.pdf.  
  
Almost every semester, one or more students, unfortunately, wrongfully appropriates the published work of someone 
else, and I have had the unfortunate responsibility of failing those students and seeking disciplinary action against 
them. You are on notice that I have failed students because they decided to risk their academic careers by choosing 
the easy way out. I can assure you that it is not.  
 
Caveat Emptor 
 
Fourth, this is an upper division course with correspondent responsibilities for you. I expect that you will devote at 
least fifteen (15) hours per week studying, reading, and meeting with other students to discuss and review the course 
material.  This is a difficult course, especially during the summer term that is highly concentrated. We complete 
a 15-week course in about six weeks. 
 
Conceptual Understanding Key 
  
Fifth, class topics are best understood at the conceptual and/or abstract level.  Read the course material AND THINK 
ABOUT ITS IMPLICATIONS. You will quickly learn that one of my favorite questions is, "what does that mean?." You are 
expected to read and prepare for course discussions. Prepare the material as if you were called upon to teach it to a 
class of otherwise unknowing students.  I assume that the reading will be completed by the associated assignment’s 
due date and time. LEARN TO PACE YOURSELF ACCORDINGLY! Begin to prioritize what is most important to you, now. 
  
Online Decorum:  Course Protocols 
  
As this is a fully online course, there are certain rules and regulations that make the course and our asynchronous 
communication go more smoothly.  Do not say or do anything that would otherwise do in a face-to-face context.  In 
short, treat others as you would like to be treated, as you may have been taught previously.   
  
Moreover, as many of you have aspirations of attending law school, now is the time to begin to adopt the canons and 
traditions of the learned profession of the law, one profoundly steeped in tradition and history:  how would you act in 



http://regulations.ucf.edu/%7Eregs/pdf/notices/5.015StuAcademicBehaviorStandards_newJul09_000.pdf
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a court of law? Act in a disruptive manner? Post rude and discourteous messages to a court-run blog? File documents 
or submit reports late?  
 
 Word Processing Required 


  
Seventh, as this is a fully online course, all assignments must be word processed, including internet assignments. 
You should allocate enough time for printer cartridges to run dry and dogs to eat papers and computer disks! You 
laugh, but trust me: I have heard every excuse in the book! Again, late assignments are NOT accepted. “Late” 
means ANY time after the due date and time for the assignment—even if that is one minute past the deadline. 
  
Duplicates of Assignments 
  
Eighth, while I have never lost an assignment, I require that you retain copies of all work submitted to me in the 
unlikely event that something should happen. In the event that I should need a copy of the assignment, and you 
are not able to provide it, you will not receive credit. Even after I have returned materials to you, please hold on to 
the work until after you have received your grade from the Registrar. This protects you from any possibility that 
you might receive an erroneous grade. 
  
Technological Tools 
  
Ninth, I require that everyone learn how to use e-mail and the technological tools associated with the course. They 
can facilitate your comprehension of the course material. I have found that this encourages students to 
communicate with me about questions you may have regarding the material discussed in class. You are 
responsible for any assignments or other information that I distribute on the course’s associated web sites or via 
email.  


  
If you already have an e-mail account (either through the University or a commercial server), please do not sign-up 
for an additional account. You should check your email on a regular basis as I post any changes about class 
assignments to your account and/or to the course-associated web site. Beginning with the Fall 2009 semester, all 
students are REQUIRED to obtain a Knights Email address and use it for course-related communications.  I am 
required to send such information to that address alone.   
 
If your email address changes during the semester, you MUST NOTIFY ME of the new address, so that I may 
then direct any communications to that address.  This is a course requirement.  Otherwise, you will miss 
important course information, which could drastically impact your grade negatively.   
 
Time-Sensitive Communications and Assignments 


  
In past semesters, some students have had difficulty submitting assignments to me by the due date and time.  This 
difficulty arises, in part, from their undue reliance on fragile and potentially unreliable email programs and other 
technologies beyond their control (such as AOL).   
  
Accordingly, for time-sensitive communications, send me a message through the Canvas Mail tool, contact me on 
the telephone, or, most unconventionally of all, see me in person during office hours.   
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Syllabus NOT a Contract 
  
Finally, this syllabus is not deemed to be a contract. I reserve the right to change any of the exam times or 
assignments by providing you with a forty-eight hour (48 hr.) notice of such changes. Such changes are either 
announced on the Canvas site, or sent via Mail message, or both. Therefore, you are responsible for any changes 
that may occur during the course of the semester.   
  
If you fail to log in to the course for several days, you should check with your fellow students to determine what 
you have missed. As such, your virtual absence is not deemed a sufficient excuse as to why work is incomplete.  
  
In the event that the University administration closes school for any reason (e.g., hurricane), any assignments or 
examinations that were scheduled on the days during which the University is officially closed will be due by 9:00 
am on the next business day whenever the University resumes operations. 


 
Best Allies 
 
The professor is not your friend.  He cannot be your friend, as he is charged with the weighty responsibility of 
assessing your understanding of the course material and work in an objective manner.  He may act in a courteous, 
kind and helpful manner, but do not mistake that for friendship.  You will find that your colleagues will likely have 
similar backgrounds and experiences and that they can be your best allies in making it through this course, just as 
you will discover in later life.   
 
Your best allies in helping you make it through this course are your fellow students.  They will help you understand 
the material better, and you will do the same for them.  By teaching the material to fellow students, one begins to 
truly understand the concepts and ideas discussed.  The learning process begins with teaching. 
 


  







COURSE SCHEDULE, TOPICS AND ASSIGNMENTS 
 


 C&G = Cronin, Thomas E., Michael A. Genovese and Meena Bose.  2018.  The Paradoxes of the American Presidency. 5th ed.  New York: Oxford  
             University Press. ISBN 978-0-19-064850-3 (hereafter “C&G”). 
 K = Kennedy, David M.  1999.  Freedom From Fear:  The American People in the Great Depression.  Part I.  New York:  Oxford University Press.  ISBN  
        0-19-516892-5. 
 Reserve = Items designated as Reserve are available under the Canvas Discussion Topic “Reserve Readings.” You will need the Adobe Reader  
                       (http://www.adobe.com) to view these readings. 


PROJECTED DATE/WEEK TOPIC READINGS ASSIGNMENT 
Week 1:  June 22-June 28 Course Requirements 


Evaluating Websites 
Historical Background of the Presidency  
Presidential Character 


Syllabus and attachments 
C&G, Chapts. 1-2 
Barber (Reserve) 


Module 1:  Getting Started (due Wednesday, June 24  
by 23:57). 
 
Module 2:  Evaluating Websites (due by Friday, June 26  
by 23:57). 
 
Module 3:  Studying the American Presidency:   
Presidential History and Character (due Sunday, June 28, 
by 23:57) 


Week 2:  June 29-July 5 Presidential Selection:  Primaries and 
General Elections 
 
Sorting Out the Possibilities:  Who 
Becomes “Government Personified”? 
 
Institutional Presidency 
    The Executive Office 
    The Congress 
 


C&G, Chapts 3, 4, and 6 Module 4:  The Presidency Through Time:  Ebb  
And Flow of Power (due Monday, June 29 by 23:57) 
 
Module 5:  Selecting the Nominees and Choosing the 
President (due Wednesday, July 1 by 23:57) 
 
Module 6:  The Institutional Presidency:  Part I (due  
Friday, July 3 by 23:57).  
 
TEST I (to be completed by Sunday, July 5 by 23:57:  
window will open at noon on Saturday, July 4.  Plan 
accordingly). 


Week 3:  July 6-July 12 Institutional Presidency 
    The Supreme Court 
    The Bureaucracy 
    The Vice Presidency 


C&G, Chapts. 7, 8, and 9 
 


Module 7:  The Institutional Presidency:  Part II (due  
Monday, July 6 by 23:57).  
 
Module 8:  The Vice-President:  Heir Apparent or Mere 
Placeholder? (due by Thursday, July 9 by 23:57). 



http://www.adobe.com/





The American Presidency (POS 3413) – Page 11 
 


 
 
 


 


Week 4:  July 13-July 19 The Public Presidency 
     Rhetoric and the Presidency 


C&G, Chapt. 5 (pp. 126- 
   132 only – re-read) 
Kernell (Reserve) 


Module 9:  The Bully Pulpit:  The Rhetorical Presidency in 
Action (due by Monday, July 13 by 23:57).  
 
Module 10:  The Bully Pulpit:  The Ultimate Audience  
(due by Monday, July 16 by 23:57).  
 
TEST II (to be completed by Sunday, July 19 by 23:57; 
window will open at noon on Saturday, July 18.  Plan 
accordingly). 


Week 5:  July 20-July 26 The Public Presidency   
     (continued) 
 
President as Policy Leader 
      Domestic 
      Economic 
      Foreign 


C&G, Chapts. 4 (re-read),  
   5 and 10 
 
K, All 


Module 11:  The President as Architect of Policy:  
Domestic and Economic Policy Machinery (due by 
Monday, July 20 by 23:57). 
 
Module 12:  The President as Commander-in-Chief:   
Military and Foreign Policy (due by Thursday, July 23 by 
23:57).  


Week 6:  July 27-July 31 The Expanse of Presidential Power    
   Through Time 
 
Summary and Conclusions 
 
Online Course Evaluations 
(available through my.ucf.edu) 


 Module 13:  Assessing Presidential Power Across History 
(due by Monday, July 27 by 23:57).  
 
TEST III (to be completed by Thursday, July 30 by 
23:57; window will open at noon on Wednesday, July 
29. Plan accordingly).   NOTE:  THIS IS A DIFFERENT 
SCHEDULE THAN THE USUAL SAT.-SUN. SCHEDULE 
OF PRIOR EXAMS. 







General Policies of the University 
 
Source for these policies:  UCF Faculty Center for Teaching and Learning 
(http://fctl.ucf.edu/TeachingAndLearningResources/CourseDesign/Syllabus/statements.php) 
 
Academic Integrity 
 
Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of Conduct at <http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/process/roc>. 
According to Section 1, “Academic Misconduct,” students are prohibited from engaging in: 
  
a. Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information or study aids in any 


academic exercise unless specifically authorized by the instructor of record. The unauthorized possession of 
examination or course-related material also constitutes cheating.  


 
b. Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral means: The presentation of material 


which has not been studied or learned, but rather was obtained through someone else’s efforts and used as 
part of an examination, course assignment, or project.  


 
c. Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to another person, student, and/or 


uploading course material to a third-party (such as coursehero.com) without authorization or without the 
express written permission of the university and the instructor. Course materials include but are not limited 
to class notes, Instructor’s PowerPoints, course syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, instruction sheets, homework, 
study guides, handouts, etc. 


 
d. Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work.  
 
e. Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the source, thereby attempting to 


convey the impression that such work is the student’s own.  
 
f. Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than once without the express 


written permission of the instructor.  
 
g. Helping another person violate academic behavior standards.  
 
For more information about Academic Integrity, students may consult The Center for Academic Integrity 
<http://www.academicintegrity.org/icai/assets/FVProject.pdf>. 
 
For more information about plagiarism and misuse of sources, see “Defining and Avoiding Plagiarism: The 
WPA Statement on Best Practices” <http://wpacouncil.org/node/9>.  
 
Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating 
 
Students should also familiarize themselves with the procedures for academic misconduct in UCF’s student 
handbook, The Golden Rule <http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/docs/goldenrule.pdf>. UCF faculty members have 
a responsibility for students’ education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to prevent unethical 
behavior and when necessary respond to academic misconduct. Penalties can include a failing grade in an 
assignment or in the course, suspension or expulsion from the university, and/or a “Z Designation” on a 
student’s official transcript indicating academic dishonesty, where the final grade for this course will be 
preceded by the letter Z. For more information about the Z Designation, see 
<http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade>.   
 
The Golden Rule: A Handbook for Students (University of Central Florida) defines academic dishonesty as 
including cheating and plagiarism.  Cheating is defined as “unauthorized assistance; communication to another 
through written, visual or oral means.  The presentation of material which has not been studied/learned, but 
obtained through someone else’s efforts and used as part of an examination, course assignment or project 



http://fctl.ucf.edu/TeachingAndLearningResources/CourseDesign/Syllabus/statements.php

http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/process/roc

http://www.academicintegrity.org/icai/assets/FVProject.pdf

http://wpacouncil.org/node/9

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/docs/goldenrule.pdf

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade
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constitutes a violation.  The unauthorized possession or use of examination or course related material may 
also constitute cheating” (p. 6).  Plagiarism is defined as the deliberate use of another’s work “without any 
indication of source, thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s own.  Any 
student failing to properly credit ideas or materials taken from another is plagiarizing.  Any student who 
knowingly helps another violate academic behavior standards is also in violation of the standards (p.6-7)”. 
 
Normally, the penalty for a violation of this policy is an “F” in the course.    
 
Course Accessibility Statement  
 
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all persons with disabilities. 
Students with disabilities who need disability-related access in this course should contact the professor as 
soon as possible. Students should also connect with Student Accessibility Services (SAS) 
<http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/> (Ferrell Commons 185, sas@ucf.edu, phone 407-823-2371). Through Student 
Accessibility Services, a Course Accessibility Letter may be created and sent to professors, which informs 
faculty of potential access and accommodations that might be reasonable. Determining reasonable access and 
accommodations requires consideration of the course design, course learning objectives and the individual 
academic and course barriers experienced by the student. 
 
Campus Safety Statement 
 
Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise during class, everyone needs to work together. 
Students should be aware of their surroundings and familiar with some basic safety and security concepts.  
 
• In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance.  


 
• Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall near the door. Students 


should make a note of the guide’s physical location and review the online version at 
<http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html>. 


 
• Students should know the evacuation routes from each of their classrooms and have a plan for finding 


safety in case of an emergency. 
 


• If there is a medical emergency during class, students having appropriate medical training may need to 
access a first-aid kit or AED (Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those are located, see 
<http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/workplacesafety.html> (click on link from menu on left). 


 
• To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text alerts by going to 


<my.ucf.edu> and logging in. Click on “Student Self Service” located on the left side of the screen in the 
toolbar, scroll down to the blue “Personal Information” heading on the Student Center screen, click on “UCF 
Alert”, fill out the information, including e-mail address, cell phone number, and cell phone provider, click 
“Apply” to save the changes, and then click “OK.” 
 


• Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their instructors outside of 
class. 


 
• To learn about how to manage an active-shooter situation on campus or elsewhere, consider viewing this 


video (<https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk>).  
 
Deployed Active Duty Military Students 
 
A deployed, active duty military student who believes that he/she requires a special accommodation due to that 
unique status should contact the instructor to discuss the circumstances. 
 



http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

mailto:sas@ucf.edu

http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html

http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/workplacesafety.html

http://my.ucf.edu/

https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk
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Religious Observances 
 
Students may encounter conflicts between the normal class schedule and their honoring major religious 
observances. Students are expected to notify, in writing, the instructor at least two weeks in advance of the 
relevant date if they intend to miss class or miss and assignment to observe a holy day of their religious faith. 
 
Notice of Use of Turnitin.com 
 
In this course, I may utilize turnitin.com, an automated system that instructors may use to quickly and easily 
compare each student’s written assignment with billions of websites, as well an enormous database of student 
papers that grows with each student submission.  Accordingly, student assignments may be subject to this 
additional check.  After the assignment is processed, I receive a report from turnitin.com that states if and how 
another person’s work was used in the assignment.  For more detailed information about this process, visit 
http://www.turnitin.com.  
 
[Portions of this Notice of Use of Turnitin.com policy were adapted from “Sample Wording for Syllabus,” UCF 
Office of Student Rights and Responsibilities, Patricia A. MacKown, Director]. 


 
 
 



http://www.turnitin.com/
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POS 3703 
Scope & Methods of Political Science 


Summer 2020 (Session D) 


Instructor: Jonathan Knuckey 


 


 


 


Course  Overview 


The majority of political scientists have adopted a method for studying political 
questions that differs from the approach taken by journalists, historians, and political 
commentators. They have adopted the scientific method, to systematically test 
explanations of political phenomena. Much of the research in political science uses 
statistical tests to determine which explanations are best supported by the data.  This 
course, however, is not a statistics course and you will not be expected to learn and 
memorize scary looking mathematical formulas!  Indeed, we use statistics regularly in 
our lives without ever fearing statistics, as any sports fan would attest! It's just the same 
for political scientists, except rather than using statistics to help describe the 
performance of a football or baseball team we are using statistics to better help us 
describe and explain politics. 


This course will certainly help you understand the reading materials in many upper-level 
classes and equip you with the skills to research topics for term papers, to participate in 







the internship program and to design an honors thesis. Specifically the course will help 
you hone your skills in the following areas: 


• How the scientific method is applied to the social sciences; 
• How social science research is designed; 
• How data are collected; 
• How data are analyzed; 
• How presentations of research findings are interpreted. 


Thus, by the time you complete this course you will have developed critical thinking and 
analytic skills that you can also apply in a variety of career settings, and which are 
prized by many employers in both the public and private sectors. 


I know this will seem like an entirely different kind of course that you are used to. In this 
course, we are not focused on the content knowledge of subfield in political science, but 
are more interested in understanding the methods that most political scientists use to 
understand and build knowledge about political phenomena.  Thus, you will be learning 
how to "do" political science yourself, and critically how to become a producer - not just 
a consumer - of research on politics. 


  


  


How to Contact Me. 


Office: Political Science department, Phillips Hall 302L 


Office hours:  By appointment via Skype. 


Email: Use email in Webcourses.  If you write me Monday through Friday I should get 
back to you within 24 hours.  If I don’t, please feel free to send me a reminder! 


If you send a message after 5.00pm assume it probably will not get a reply until the 
following day. Do allow adequate time for a reply to a question about an assignment.  If 
you send a question a few hours before an assignment is due, I may not see it in time to 
provide an adequate answer. 


Please don't use the comments box on assignments to message me. I receive no 
notification of messages sent here.  So always use the email in Webcourses if 
you wish to follow up on any assignment. 


A note on etiquette: You are what you email, which means your instructors will often 
shape their opinion of you according to the quality of the email messages you are 
sending. To that end, be sure to please keep the tone of your emails professional,  sign 
your emails with your name and include an appropriate salutation (Hint: you can’t go 
wrong with “Dear Dr. Knuckey”).  


  







  


  


Requirements for a Web-Based Class  


This is a completely web-based class, and, consequently, requires a different approach 
in terms of requirements than a regular class. Most obviously, we will not be meeting as 
a class where you are listening to lectures two or three times a week. However, you 
should realize that a web-based class does not mean that you will be doing less work. 
Indeed, as those of you who have taken web-based classes before will attest, a 
completely on-line class will require that you take a much more active role in your 
education as compared to a regular face-to-face class.  


Generally I have found that students who do well in a web-based class are self-
motivated and have usually received good grades (B or higher) in regular face-to-face 
classes.   


My general rule of thumb for any undergraduate college-level course is that you should 
devote 2 to 3 hours of study per course credit hour per week. As this is a three 
credit hour class you should plan on devoting 6 to 9 hours per week to this class. This 
involves reading, taking notes and taking quizzes and other writing assignments. 


I know you have other commitments—other classes, jobs and life in general—and that 
you will not always be able to devote this time every week.  But managing your time is 
essential to doing well in any class, especially a web-based class.  You will also find 
that much of the material in this class is about applying the material learned, rather than 
memorizing or looking things up.  


Thus, to do well in the class you need to make an investment in it throughout the 
semester—not just the night an assignment is due. 


  


  


  


Book to Purchase 


You should buy the following book: An IBM SPSS Companion to Political Analysis (6th 
edition). Make sure it's the 6th edition -- that has the blue cover shown below.  You 
can buy it here from Amazon, which might be cheaper than through the UCF 
bookstore.  I would caution against buying a used copy as the exercises at the end of 
each chapter may have been torn out.  An eTextbook version is fine, and is cheaper -- 
and maybe more convenient -- that a physical copy. 



https://www.amazon.com/IBM-SPSS%C2%AE-Companion-Political-Analysis/dp/1506379656

https://www.amazon.com/IBM-SPSS%C2%AE-Companion-Political-Analysis/dp/1506379656





 


You will need this book when we start to the second part of the course -- after the 
midterm exam -- that deals with data analysis using SPSS, which is one of the best data 
analytic software (more on SPSS below).  Not only will this book help you learn how to 
use SPSS, but it contains exercises at the end of the chapter that will gives you hands-
on practice in actually "doing" political science research. 


I strongly recommend purchasing this book no later than xx-xx-xx. Of course, you 
may want to just go ahead and get it at the start of the semester so you know you 
definitely will have the book when needed. 


For the material we will cover up to the midterm exam, I've decided not to use a second 
book.  I'm well aware how expensive college textbooks are, and having you buy two 
would be a bit much.  Thus in lieu of a textbook I'll be posting narrated Power Point 
presentations.  Essentially each one of these will be like a mini lecture.  I think you'll get 
just as much out of these as you would reading the material from a textbook 


  


Statistical Software - SPSS 


After the midterm exam, the course will introduce you to SPSS, a widely used program 
for data analysis.   You will use SPSS to learn the types of data analytic skills that is 
common-place in contemporary political science research.  


I'll got into more depth about SPSS after the midterm exam.  However, for now just be 
aware that after the midterm exam you will need access to SPSS.  UCF now has off-site 
access to SPSS available for those with an NID (via the UCF Apps site). I'll have 
detailed instructions on how access SPSS this way later in the semester.   


  


  


Weekly Modules 


Requirements for each week of class will be detailed in modules that are accessed in 
Webcourses. I strongly recommend printing out the requirements for each module and 
making sure you note due dates for assignments.  Always begin by reading the Module 
overview as that gives you a sense of what you be learning from each module. 


I do not release all the modules at once in order to provide as much feedback as 
possible on quizzes and assignments.  If every module was released at once some 







students would invariably rush through several in a week, giving little time to provide 
feedback and hence facilitate understanding of the material.  I believe this approach 
best captures the pace of a regular course. 


  


Assignment due dates: Due dates can be found in the Course Schedule below and in 
each module. With just a few exceptions this is always a Sunday. 


The deadline for any work will always be midnight on the day due.  However, 
submissions will still be accepted up to 5pm on the following day.  Anything 
submitted after 5pm will not receive credit.   


All deadlines are, of course, for Eastern time, so keep that in mind if you are in a 
different time-zone for part, or all, of the semester! 


Please remember that you will know what assignment is due, and what that assignment 
entails, well in advance of a due date.  The single biggest source of missed points 
on assignments is starting an assignment too late and not making enough time to 
complete the assignment.  So pace yourself on all assignments.  If you plan ahead 
you can complete an assignment over multiple days, which is far more conducive to 
learning than opening an assignment up just a couple of hours before it is due and 
rushing through it. 


  


  


Exams 


There will be two exams given during the semester scheduled as follows: 


• The midterm exam is taken in Webcourses. The exam must be submitted by 
Sunday, June 7th (midnight).  You will have 3 hours to complete the exam 
once you open the exam.  
 


• The final exam exam is taken in Webcourses. The exam must be submitted by 
Sunday, July 12th (midnight). You will have 3 hours to complete the exam 
once you open the exam.  
 


Details on the format of each exam and content covered can be found on the Midterm 
and Final Exam tabs, which you can access by clicking on "Modules" on the navigation 
bar on the left. 


Once you begin the exam, it must then be completed within the allotted time period of 3 
hours.  I strongly recommend that you take the exam somewhere that you won't be 
distracted and that has reliable internet connection. If you know somewhere that is 
prone to internet connections being down then take the exam somewhere else. 







Remember, while the exams are essentially like a take-home exam they are 
timed.  Furthermore, you will need to have understood and absorbed the material ahead 
of the exam.  So treat these exams like a regular exam that requires studying for ahead 
of time.  Students who take the exam without studying can and do fail the exams. 


  


  


Student Conduct 


 All students are expected to adhere to the UCF Golden Rule, which includes 
conducting oneself in a professional manner both in the classroom and in written and 
verbal communication with me and to other students.  Violations of the Golden Rule -- 
both academic and non-academic -- can result in a referral to the Office of Student 
Conduct. 


  


  


Unauthorized Use of Class Materials 


There are many fraudulent websites claiming to offer study aids to students but are 
actually cheat sites. They encourage students to upload course materials, such as test 
questions, individual assignments, and examples of graded material. Such materials are 
the intellectual property of instructors, the university, or publishers and may not be 
distributed without prior authorization. Students who engage in such activity are in 
violation of academic conduct standards and may face penalties. 


  


  


Grades 


My philosophy of grading is decidedly against what is generally known as "competitive 
grading" or "grading on the curve." You are not competing against fellow students for 
grades in this class. You are competing against yourself at all times, hopefully pushing 
yourself to excel against my objective standards of what students should reasonably get 
out of this class. 


Average mastery of those standards is the baseline for earning an "average" grade of 
C. Do above-average work, you earn a B. Do excellent work, you earn an A…. and so 
on. In any case, please understand that the points you earn toward a final grade will not 
be jerked around up or down to fit some predetermined grade curve. If everyone 
deserves an A, they’ll get it. If everyone flunks, they’ll all get an F and then, in all 
likelihood, I will leave the jurisdiction quickly under cover of night in heavy disguise and 
an assumed name! 







• Quizzes: 20% 
• SPSS exercises: 20% 
• Midterm exam, 30% 
• Final exam, 30% 


As there are ample grading opportunities in this course there will be no extra credit 
given. If you know you need a certain grade at the end of the semester, you know you 
need it at the beginning.  Under no circumstances can or will a course grade be 
awarded on any basis other than those stated in the syllabus. 


Grade boundaries are as follows: 


A, 90%+ 


A-, 89-89.9% 


B+, 86-88.9% 


B, 82-85.9% 


B-, 80-81.9% 


C+, 76-79.9% 


C, 72-75.9% 


C-, 70-71.9% 


D, 62-69.9% 


D- 60-61.9% 


F, 59% and below. 


Students typically obsess about grades too late, often at the end of the semester. There 
is little that can be done at that point. So, if you think you are struggling in this 
class please come and talk to me as often as you like - never think you are being a 
pest! I cannot recall ever failing a student who early sought this kind of help. However, 
students who are struggling and delay assistance do fail. 


You will be able to access your grades in Webcourses.  Please make sure that grades 
entered here are correct.  While every effort is made to ensure grades are correct, from 
time-to-time errors can occur (incorrectly add/subtract, miss points, and even fail to 
understand what a student wrote).  


A time limit of 1 week is imposed on all change of grade requests after the grade has 
posted for a completed piece or work. This is sufficient time to identify any errors. After 
that prior grades will not be reviewed.  This is to bring the course grade to completion 
and to minimize "end of semester" opportunism. 







When grades fall exactly on the borderline of letter grades (89.9%, 88.9%, 85.9%, 81.9, 
79.9, etc, etc), I'll take the overall performance of a student throughout the semester into 
account when deciding whether to round up. 


Grade grievance policies are outlined under the UCF Golden Rule. 


  


Make-up Policy and Incompletes 


The time and dates for all assignments and the exams are fixed in krypton-coated 
granite encased in a hydrogen bomb-proof vault!  These dates are also known at least 
one week ahead of time.  In other words, an extension on an assignment, or make-up 
exam will only be given in the most exceptional circumstances that are beyond the 
control of a student. 


Note that requests for an assignment extension after an assignment deadline will 
not be granted, unless a student was unable to make such a request prior to the 
deadline.  However, this will have to involve something truly exceptional. 


Here are some unacceptable excuses for late-work, and its by no means an exhaustive 
list: 


• "My computer is broken...." 
• "My computer was stolen...." 
• "I accidentally deleted the file....". 
• "My computer magically deleted my homework from the hard drive. I do not 


understand it myself...." 
• "The internet is broken...." 
• "I forgot to attach the assignment...." 
• "I could not find the assignment...." 
• "I did the quiz but forgot to submit it..." 
• "It was my birthday so I never got around to the assignment..." 


  


The above are all actual excuses I have received. Many, as you can see, are 
computer-related, which are the “dog ate my homework” excuses of the technology age 
and will not fly! It is your responsibility to secure ample time at a computer, make 
backups of your work, check you did not submit a blank assignment, check you 
correctly submitted the right assignment and generally plan ahead—do whatever it 
takes! Completing an assignment the day before it is due is always a wise move as that 
provides a cushion for anything that might come up that is unexpected. 


From time to time the servers hosting Webcourses at UCF have been known to go 
down.  If this happens UCF will normally post an announcement and if this coincides 
with the time when an assignment or exam is due, I will make alternative arrangements. 







I do not consider vacations or other trips out of town (other than when the student is 
away from campus representing an official university function) to be exceptional 
circumstances. Of course, this is an on-line class, so as long as you have reliable 
internet access being out of town does not really present a problem. If you are going to 
be out of town for more than a week with no internet access during the semester, then 
you may want to reconsider taking this web-based course. 


Any student missing an assignment, exam or any other work because of observance of 
religious holidays shall be given an opportunity during that semester to make up missed 
work. The make-up will apply to the religious holiday absence only. It shall be 
the responsibility of the student to notify the instructor no later than the end of 
the first week of class of his or her intention to participate in religious 
holidays which do not fall on state holidays or periods of class recess. This policy shall 
not apply in the event that administering the test or examination at an alternate time 
would impose an unavoidable hardship on the instructor or the university. 


An incomplete standing will only be granted if requested in writing to me (a phone call is 
not acceptable).  You must explain why you are requesting  an incomplete standing and 
include, where appropriate, documentation that must be original and verifiable. Such 
documentation must be on a letterhead, and contain a contact name and telephone 
number.  An incomplete will only be granted if you have a passing grade in the class. 


  


Accessibility Statement 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations 
for all persons. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request.  Students 
who need accommodations must be registered with Student Accessibility Services 
before requesting accommodations from the professor. 


  


  


Deployed Active Duty Military Students 


If you are a deployed active duty military student and feel that you may need a special 
accommodation due to that unique status, please contact me at the start of the 
semester to discuss your circumstances. 


  


  


Disclaimer 


 I reserve the right to change, add or modify any part of the syllabus. Of course, 
advance notice will be given of any such changes. 


  







  







Course Schedule 


All due dates are midnight (actually 11.59pm) on the date noted.  However, a 
grace period is allowed so that work submitted by 5pm the following day will still 
receive full credit.   


  


Module 1 - The Scientific Method and the Study of Politics 


• Quiz: Syllabus Quiz (5/13)  (This quiz will be used to demonstrate student academic 
engagement during the first week of the semester) 


• Quiz: "The Scientific Method and the Study of Politics" (due 5/17)  


  


  


Module 2 - Conceptualizing and Measuring Political Phenomena 


• Quiz "Conceptual and Operational Definitions." (due 5/20) 


  


  


Module 3: Approaches to Data Collection and Types of Data in 
Political Science Research 


• Quiz "Approaches to Data Collection and Types of Data" (due 5/24) 
• Quiz: "Identifying Units of Analysis and Levels of Measurement" (due 5/27) 


  


  


Module 4 - Types of Variables in Political Science Research 


• Quiz "Variables, Variation & Explanation" (due 5/31) 


  


  


Module 5: Testing Hypotheses in Political Science Research 


• Quiz "Hypotheses & Hypothesis Testing" (due 6/3) 


   







 ***Midterm Exam*** 


The exam is taken in Webcourses. The exam must be submitted by Sunday, June 7th 
(midnight) 


You will have 3 hours to complete the exam once you open the exam.  


  


  


Module 6: Doing Data Analysis in Political Science - An Introduction 
to SPSS 


• Assignment: Chapter 1, Introduction to SPSS exercises (due 6/14) 


  


  


Module 7: Descriptive Statistics; Transforming Variables 


• Assignment: Chapter 2, Descriptive Statistics exercises (due 6/17) 
• Assignment: Chapter 3, Transforming Variables exercises (due 6/21) 


  


  


Module 8: Bivariate Analysis - Comparing Two Variables 


• Assignment: Chapter 4, Making Comparisons exercises (due 6/24) 


  


  


 Module 9: Controlling for and Assessing the Effects of a Third 


Variable 


• Assignment: Chapter 5, Making Controlled Comparisons exercises (due 6/28) 


  


  


Module 10: Sample Means, Statistical Significance and Measures of 
Association 







• Assignment: Chapter 6, Making Inferences About Sample Means exercises (due 
7/1) 


• Assignment: Chapter 7, Chi-square and Measures of Association exercises (due 
7/5) 


  


  


Module 11: Correlation and Regression Analysis 


• Assignment: Chapter 8, Correlation and Linear Regression (due 7/8) 


  


***Final Exam*** 


The exam is taken in Webcourses. The exam must be submitted by Sunday, July 12th 
(midnight) 


You will have 3 hours to complete the exam once you open the exam.  
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Syllabus 
POS 4206-DW60 Political Psychology 


 


 
 


Dr. Terri Susan Fine 


Summer 2020 


 
Section  Location Credit Hours 


DW60 World Wide Web 3 


Instructor Contact 


Instructor  


Dr. Terri Susan Fine 


Professor of Political Science 


Associate Director, Lou Frey Institute of Politics and Government 


Office  


Main Campus:  Phillips Hall 302K  


Research Park:  Lou Frey Institute (Orlando Tech Center, 12443 Research Parkway,  


400 Building, Suite 406) 


Office 


Hours  


Office hours by appointment through CANVAS Chat  


Phone  
407-823-2081 (Political Science Department) 


407-823-3636 (Lou Frey Institute) 


Course mail 
Available through the “inbox” function on the course home page (vertical menu on left). 


Contacting me through the course insures no SPAM and faster responses.   


Personal e-mail 
terri.fine@ucf.edu 


 



mailto:terri.fine@ucf.edu
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Note: E-mail to this personal account is to be used for emergencies only (i.e. if you have no 


CANVAS access);  


 


All regular communication must go through the course “inbox” function. Non-emergency e-


mail submitted to my personal account will not receive a response.  


Course page https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1353851 


Course Description 


This course introduces various aspects of political psychology giving special emphasis to the 


American political experience.  The way that the public views its political world is a function of 


how that political world is presented to it.  The cultural dynamics that frame the political 


experience are integral to developing an understanding of how the public sees its role in the 


political process.  It is also important that one understands how that framework influences citizen 


participation in that process.  


 


The course will first look at various aspects of political psychology including attitudes and 


behavior, information processing, and political decision making.  How these issues function 


within the context of the welfare controversy will then be investigated.  In so doing, one can 


better understand how political psychology affects the public reaction to areas of policy 


controversy, particularly those that cue competing values. 


 


Course Goals: The primary goals of this course are to: 


 


a)  Understand the theoretical orientation framing the relationship between psychology and 


politics  


b) Explain mass-level political participation through the lens of political psychology 


c) Explain elite behavior through the lens of political psychology 


d) Understand how controversial public policies, and the processes that form them, are impacted 


by political psychology  


  


Course Objectives:  At the end of this course, you will be able to: 


 


a) Develop approaches to analyzing the relationship between psychology and politics  


b) Critique the role that psychology plays in mass-level participation and elite behavior.   


c) Evaluate how political psychology affects and is affected by political and electoral institutions. 


d) Describe how political psychology impacts policy making. 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 



https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1353851
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Course Texts 


 


Political Psychology:  Situations, Individuals and Cases by David 


Patrick Houghton, Second Edition, New York: Routledge Press.   


ISBN:  978-0-41583-382-0. 


Be certain to purchase this textbook only and not older or 


alternate editions.       


 


 


The Politics of Policy Change:  Welfare, Medicare and Social 


Security Reform in the United States by Daniel Beland and Alex 


Waddan, Washington, DC:  George Washington University Press.   


ISBN:  978-1-58901-884-6.    


Be certain to purchase this textbook only and not older or 


alternate editions.       


Assessment 


Grades will be based on several Internet Learning Modules, discussions, and quizzes.  The entire 


course will be conducted on-line; there will be no on-campus meetings. 


    


Your grade will be determined as follows: 


 


Internet Learning Modules (6) 350 points each 


Quizzes (13) 


(Note:  The syllabus quiz score is not factored into the final grade) 


125 points each 


Discussions (6) 100 points each 


 


All assignments are due on the day and time posted; late assignments may be submitted with 


prior arrangement with the instructor and submission of proper documentation explaining why 


submitting the assignment on time was not possible.  The instructor must be notified within 48 
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hours before or after the missed assignment (unless doing so is impossible and the reason is 


documented) in order to be eligible to submit that assignment late.    


 


Assignment Specifications 


Assignment Type Specifications 


Chapter Quizzes 1.Chapter quizzes are open for one week before the deadline  


2.Quizzes are due no later than 11pm on the due date 


3.Two attempts are provided for each quiz; the higher of the two scores, 


whether the first or second attempt, will count toward your overall quiz 


grade (and not the average)   


Discussions 1.  All discussion submissions are due no later than 11pm on the due date 


2.  Discussions are completed in three parts.   


A. PART ONE-INITIAL POST: A one paragraph response to the 


question posted on the course discussion board.  Each paragraph must 


include at least three substantial sentences.  The response to the question 


on the course discussion board is called the “Initial Posting”.  The Initial 


Posting requires at least two cited quotes from the assigned course 


readings assigned for that discussion to be eligible for credit. 


B. PART TWO-RESPONSE POST ONE: The second part of the 


discussion is a one paragraph (at least three substantial sentences) 


response to one other Initial Posting response posted by another student 


in the class. 


C.  PART THREE-RESPONSE POST TWO:   The third part of the 


discussion is a one paragraph (at least three substantial sentences) 


response to one other Initial Posting response posted by another student 


in the class.  


3. A professional presentation is critically important.  Five or more 


typographical errors for any full discussion (the Initial Posting and the 


two Response Postings) will result in no credit earned for that discussion. 


4.  Discussion credit is earned (full credit for the discussion) or no credit 


(0 points for the discussion).   


5.  To earn discussion credit, complete the Initial Posting and the two 


Response Postings, cite and proofread as assigned, cohere to paragraph 


length requirements, and submit the discussion on time.     


Note:  A substantial sentence is one that contributes to the discussion by 
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reinforcing or raising new ideas or alternate perspectives and provides 


evidence of those perspectives such as with references to the assigned 


reading, outside reading or examples.  Statements that repeat another 


person’s contribution (e.g. “I agree with your perspective that ….”) or “I 


agree”/”I disagree”, “great post”, etc. do not add substance to the 


discussion and will not earn credit.    


Internet Learning 


Modules 


Rubrics are provided at the end of each module.   


 


Assessment Rubric 


Internet 


Learning 


Modules 


 


Analyze the relationship between psychology and politics in the United States 


Critique the role that psychology plays in mass-level participation, elite behavior 


and public policy 


Evaluate how political psychology affects and is affected by political and 


electoral institutions. 


 Quizzes Understand how political psychology affects and is affected by political and 


electoral institutions. 


 


Discussions 


Analyze the relationship between psychology and politics in the United States 


Critique the role that psychology plays in mass-level participation, elite behavior 


and public policy 


Evaluate how political psychology affects and is affected by political and 


electoral institutions. 


Recorded Final Grades 


This course utilizes plus/minus grading. The recorded final grade will be one of the following: A, 


A-, B+, B, B-, C+, C, C-, D+, D, D-, F. There will be no A+, F+ or F-.  


 


Grade Grade Points Grade Grade Points 


A 4.0 C 2.0 


A- 3.75 C- 1.75 


B+ 3.25 D+ 1.25 


B 3.0 D 1.00 


B- 2.75 D- .75 


C+ 2.25 F 0 
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Reading Assignments 


Please contact me if you have any problems with the course. Changes in the syllabus and/or 


schedule may be made at any time during the term. A revised syllabus may be issued at my 


discretion. 


 


Grading Procedures 


Final grades are based on the overall accumulated points.  Numerical grades compute into letter 


grades as follows (Percentages are not rounded): 


 


Letter Grade Accumulated Points Approximate Accumulated 


Points Percentage of Total 


Points 


A 4020 and higher 93% 


A- 3800-4019 88% 


B+ 3680-3799 85% 


B 3500-3679 81% 


B- 3375-3499 78% 


C+ 3240-3374 75% 


C 3070-3239 71% 


C- 2940-3069 68% 


D+ 2810-2939 65% 


D 2640-2809 61% 


D- 2510-2639 58% 


F 2509 and lower  


 


University Policies 


Academic Integrity: 


 


Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of Conduct. According to Section 1, 


“Academic Misconduct,” students are prohibited from engaging in: 


 


Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information or 


study aids in any academic exercise unless specifically authorized by the instructor of record. 


The unauthorized possession of examination or course-related material also constitutes cheating. 


 


Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral means: The presentation 


of material which has not been studied or learned, but rather was obtained through someone 


else’s efforts and used as part of an examination, course assignment, or project. 


 


Commercial use of academic material: Selling of course material to another person, student, 


and/or uploading course material to a third-party vendor without authorization or without the 


express written permission of the university and the instructor. Course materials include but are 
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not limited to class notes, Instructor’s PowerPoints, course syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, 


instruction sheets, homework, study guides, handouts, etc. 


 


Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work including: 


 


Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the source, thereby 


attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s own. 


Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than once without the 


express written permission of the instructor. 


Helping another violate academic behavior standards. 


 


For more information about Academic Integrity, consult the International Center for Academic 


Integrity. 


 


For more information about plagiarism and misuse of sources, see “Defining and Avoiding 


Plagiarism: The WPA Statement on Best Practices”. 


 


Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating: 


 


Students should also familiarize themselves with the procedures for academic misconduct in 


UCF’s student handbook, The Golden Rule. UCF faculty members have a responsibility for 


students’ education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to prevent unethical behavior and 


when necessary respond to academic misconduct. Penalties can include a failing grade in an 


assignment or in the course, suspension or expulsion from the university, and/or a “Z 


Designation” on a student’s official transcript indicating academic dishonesty, where the final 


grade for this course will be preceded by the letter Z. For more information about the Z 


Designation consult The Golden Rule.     


 


Course Accessibility Statement: 


 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all persons 


with disabilities. Students with disabilities who need disability-related access in this course 


should contact the professor as soon as possible. Students should also connect with Student 


Accessibility Services (SAS) (Ferrell Commons 185, sas@ucf.edu, phone 407-823-2371). 


Through Student Accessibility Services, a Course Accessibility Letter may be created and sent to 


professors, which informs faculty of potential access and accommodations that might be 


reasonable. Determining reasonable access and accommodations requires consideration of the 


course design, course learning objectives and the individual academic and course barriers 


experienced by the student. 


 


Campus Safety Statement for Students in Online-Only Courses: 


 


Though most emergency situations are primarily relevant to courses that meet in person, such 


incidents can also impact online students, either when they are on or near campus to participate 
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in other courses or activities or when their course work is affected by off-campus emergencies. 


The following policies apply to courses in online modalities. 


 


To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text alerts by 


going to <https://my.ucf.edu> and logging in. Click on “Student Self Service” located on the left 


side of the screen in the toolbar, scroll down to the blue “Personal Information” heading on the 


Student Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the information, including e-mail address, 


cell phone number, and cell phone provider, click “Apply” to save the changes, and then click 


“OK.” 


 


Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their instructors 


outside of class. 


 


Make-Up Assignments for Authorized University Events or Co-curricular Activities: 


 


Students who represent the university in an authorized event or activity (for example, student-


athletes) and who are unable to meet a course deadline due to a conflict with that event must 


provide the instructor with documentation in advance to arrange a make-up. No penalty will be 


applied.  


 


Religious Observances: 


 


Students must notify their instructor in advance if they intend to miss class or an assignment 


deadline for a religious observance.  One week advance notice is required at which point we will 


negotiate appropriate deadlines for assessments that will be missed.    


 


Deployed Active Duty Military Students: 


 


Students who are deployed active duty military and/or National Guard personnel and require 


accommodation should contact their instructors as soon as possible after the semester begins 


and/or after they receive notification of deployment to make related arrangements. 
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POS 4206 Political Psychology 


Summer 2020 Schedule 


Please contact me if you have any concerns about the reading load, tips on getting the 


most from your reading, or the course in general. 


 


   DH is Political Psychology:  Situation, Individuals, and Cases by David Patrick 


Houghton  


BW is The Politics of Policy Change:  Welfare, Medicare, and Social Security Reform in 


the United States by Daniel Beland and Alex Waddan 


 


Quizzes, Discussions (both Initial and Response Postings) and Internet Learning Modules 


(ILM) are generally due on Fridays at 11pm on their assigned days.   


 


Course Policies:  


Changes in the syllabus and/or schedule may be made at any time during the term. A revised 


syllabus may be issued at my discretion. Readings and assignments should be completed for the 


day listed. 


 


Please contact me if you have any problems about the reading load, tips on getting the most from 


your reading, or the course in general. My office hours are listed above. 


Schedule 


Class Week Assigned Reading Assignments/Notes/Announcements 


12am May 11- 


11pm May 15  


Course Syllabus  


 


 


Assignment Type Due May 15 11pm 


Quizzes Syllabus Quiz 


 


Note:  The syllabus quiz 


will not count toward 


your final grade.  


However, all students 


must complete the 


Syllabus Quiz due to 


federal requirements 


that must be fulfilled by 


the university. 


Discussions None 


Internet Learning 


Modules 


None 


 


11pm May 15- 


11pm May 22 


DH Chapter 1 


DH Chapter 2 


Assignment Type Due May 22 11pm 


Quizzes DH Quiz 1/2 
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DH Chapter 3 


DH Chapter 4 


DH Quiz 3/4 


Discussions Discussion 1 Initial 


Posting 


Internet Learning 


Modules 


“Political Psychology and 


the Media” 
 


11pm May 22- 


11pm May 29  


DH Chapter 5 


DH Chapter 6 


DH Chapter 7 


DH Chapter 8 


 


 


Assignment Type Due May 29 11pm 


Quizzes DH Quiz 5/6 


DH Quiz 7/8 


Discussions Discussion 1 Response 


Postings 


Discussion 2 Initial 


Posting 


Internet Learning 


Modules 


“Groupthink Case Study” 


 


11pm May 29- 


11pm June 5 


DH Chapter 9 


DH Chapter 10 


DH Chapter 11 


DH Chapter 12 


 


Assignment Type Due June 5 11pm 


Quizzes DH 9/10 


DH 11/12 


Discussions Discussion 2 Response 


Postings 


Discussion 3 Initial 


Posting 


Internet Learning 


Modules 


“Political 


Psychobiography” 
 


11pm June 5- 


11pm June 12  


 


DH Chapter 13 


DH Chapter 14 


DH Chapter 15 


DH Chapter 16 


 


 


 


Assignment Type Due June 12, 11pm 


Quizzes DH 13/14 


DH 15/16 


Discussions Discussion 3 Response 


Postings 


Discussion 4 Initial 


Posting 


Internet Learning 


Modules 


“Genocide” 


 


 


11pm June 12- 


11pm June 19 


DH Chapter 17 


DH Chapter 18 


Assignment Type Due June 19, 11pm 


Quizzes DH 17/18 







11 


 


Discussions Discussion 4 Response 


Postings 


Internet Learning 


Modules 


None 


 


 


11pm June 19- 


11pm June 26 


 


BW Introduction 


BW Chapter 1 


BW Chapter 2 


 


Assignment Type Due June 26, 11pm 


Quizzes BW Quiz Introduction 


BW Quiz Chapter 1  


BW Quiz Chapter 2  


Discussions Discussion 5 Initial 


Posting 


Internet Learning 


Modules 


“Saenz v. Roe” 


 


11pm June 26- 


11pm July 3 


BW Chapter 3 


BW Conclusion 


Assignment Type Due July 3, 11pm 


Quizzes BW Quiz Chapter 3  


Note:  There is no quiz 


for BW Conclusion 


Discussions Discussion 5 Response 


Postings 


Discussion 6 Initial 


Posting 


Internet Learning 


Modules 


 


None 


 


 


11pm July 3- 


11pm July 10  


No assigned reading Assignment Type Due July 10, 11pm 


Quizzes None 


Discussions Discussion 6 Response 


Postings 


Internet Learning 


Modules 


“Social Welfare”  


 


 


 


 


 








POLITICAL SCIENCE 4284 
JUDICIAL PROCESS AND POLITICS 


  
Department of Political Science 


University of Central Florida 
 


Summer B 2020 
 


  
Professor: Dr. Drew Lanier                Office Hours: MW 10:00 am – 12 pm 


                         or by appointment (Skype, phone,  
                         email, etc.) 


Office: Phillips Hall 302   
Phone: (407) 823-3753 or 823-2608   
Email: drew.lanier@ucf.edu Credit Hours:  three (3) 


  "There is hardly a political question in the United 
States which does not sooner or later turn into a 
judicial one." 
  
Alexis de Tocqueville, Democracy in America 
(1848) 


 
            Tocqueville's observation remains apt today. Courts decide such issues as abortion, flag burning, 
death penalty, drug testing, criminal rights and free expression. The judiciary plays an important role in 
American life, making it an exciting branch of government to study. Witness the center-stage role that the 
Florida Supreme Court and the U.S. Supreme Court played in the Election 2000 controversy.   
  
            Judicial Process and Politics examines the role of the judiciary in American society. In this course, we 
will primarily be concerned with the process of law, rather than the product of legal processes. The law is 
not simply a collection of outcomes, policies, decisions and decrees. Law is also a method for transforming 
contentious issues into enforced solutions. But this process is far from simple or mechanical. Abstract rules 
and general principles provide some guidance in this transformation of contentiousness, but social norms, 
broader public understanding, and strategies of legal interpretation also play a role in this process. 
  
            A number of important questions will concern us throughout this course. Beyond understanding the 
mechanics of how courts function, the players who are involved and their role in society, we want to form 
opinions on how the judicial process ought to function. How should judges interpret decisions? How should 
the Supreme Court decide cases? If the current process is flawed, then what should replace it? 
  
            This intensive course provides information so that students will be able to form their own informed 
responses to those questions. Political scientists often do not agree on how those queries should be 
answered; this course will present some of their theories. Then students will evaluate the merits of any 
particular answer compared to other possibilities. 



mailto:drew.lanier@ucf.edu
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 Requirements for a Web-Based Class 
  
This is a completely web-based class, and, consequently, requires a much different approach in 


terms of requirements than a wise student would undertake in a face-to-face class. Most obviously, there 
will be no face-to-face meetings and no lectures.  However, one should realize that a web-based class does 
not mean that you will be doing less work; indeed, a web-based class will require that a student take a 
much more active role in one’s education as compared to that level of effort traditionally exerted in a 
face-to-face class.  The web-based format will likely require approximately three times the effort that a 
student would on average expend in the face-to-face modality in the same course.   


  
Generally, I have found that students who do well in a web-based class are self-motivated and have 


usually earned good grades (B- or higher) in face-to-face classes. A web-based class does, however, 
provide students with some flexibility in that they are not required to be in a classroom two or three times 
a week at a specific time. As those who have taken a web-based course before may attest, this is one of the 
nice features of this type of class, and can make for a very rewarding learning experience. 
  


My general rule of thumb is that students devote at least five hours of study per course credit 
hour per week. As this is a three credit-hour class, wise students should plan on devoting exclusively 15 
hours per week to this class at a minimum to this course alone. If a student does not reasonably think 
that he or she can honestly devote this time to class, that student likely will struggle to make a passing 
grade, especially in this class.  Past students have ignored this warning here to their own detriment.  
  
• Online Learning Orientation 


  
If you are new to or unfamiliar with online courses, I STRONGLY encourage you to complete the 


online learning student-orientation, available within the Canvas site, mentioned below. It will answer many 
of the fundamental questions you may have about how the course will, generally, function and how to 
locate answers to issues that may occur during the course of the term.   
  
[Portions of the above section were adapted from Dr. Jonathan Knuckey’s (Department of Political Science, 
UCF) online Scope and Methods of Political Science (POS 3703) syllabus.] 
  
• Web Resources 
  


 Canvas Site – Course Management Software   
 
The Course has a Canvas site associated with it. It is an innovative technology that allows the students to 
interact with each other, post messages to a common bulletin board, take quizzes, and many other tasks 
that facilitate comprehension of the course material and collaborative learning among the course's 
students in a student-centered context. This site, however, is a password-protected domain. A more 
thorough discussion of this course tool as well as how to navigate through it will be offered in class. 
Navigate to it via your my.ucf.edu login, find the course in the Online Course Tools Tab and the 
Webcourses@UCF Pagelet and then enter your PID and password.  
  



http://my.ucf.edu/
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Publisher’s Companion Website for Neubauer and Meinhold (http://www.wadsworth.com/cgi-
wadsworth/course_products_wp.pl?fid=M20bI&flag=instructor&product_isbn_issn=9780495009948&discip
line_number=20) 
  
Cengage, the publisher of Neuabuer and Meinhold’s text, maintains a companion website that has many 
resources available to viewers, which may be of value to you. 
  
Meinhold’s Companion Website 
(http://people.uncw.edu/meinholds/lawcourtsandpolitics/Undergraduate%20Resources/Undergraduate%20
Resources.htm)  
  
Dr. Meinhold also maintains a website containing resources for undergraduate students. It too may be 
helpful to you as you navigate through the course.  
  


 Course Goals 
  
The most fundamental goal of this course is to enhance and improve your critical thinking skills. The 
ability to critically analyze concepts or programs and then present your conclusions and criticisms well will 
be one of the most valuable skills you learn at the University. The subject matter on which you will practice 
these critical thinking skills will be the judicial process.  You will also develop affective and task skills in this 
course.  In order to effectively develop your analytic abilities, you will find that you need a great deal of 
specific knowledge about the judiciary. This course will fill that gap. Specifically, you should learn the 
following from this course: 
  


• How various actors interact in the legal process, including jurors, lawyers, lower court and 
appellate judges and various interest groups. 
  


• How the U.S. Supreme Court makes decisions, beginning from the certiorari process and 
continuing to the final decision.  


  
• Finally, students will gain an awareness of the pervasiveness of politics, as we will come to know it, 


even in the judicial branch.  
  


 Mandated Documentation of Course Attendance 
 
As of fall 2014, all faculty members are required to document students' academic activity at the beginning 
of each course in order to comply with federal regulations involving student financial aid.  In order to 
document that you began this course, please complete the self-introduction assignment, on the Canvas 
Discussion board, by the end of the first week of classes, or as soon as possible after adding the course, but 
no later than Friday, June 26, 2020.  Failure to do so will result in a delay in the disbursement of your 
financial aid (adapted from a draft statement from Academic Affairs Office, UCF). 
 


 
 



http://www.wadsworth.com/cgi-wadsworth/course_products_wp.pl?fid=M20bI&flag=instructor&product_isbn_issn=9780495009948&discipline_number=20

http://www.wadsworth.com/cgi-wadsworth/course_products_wp.pl?fid=M20bI&flag=instructor&product_isbn_issn=9780495009948&discipline_number=20

http://www.wadsworth.com/cgi-wadsworth/course_products_wp.pl?fid=M20bI&flag=instructor&product_isbn_issn=9780495009948&discipline_number=20

http://people.uncw.edu/meinholds/lawcourtsandpolitics/Undergraduate%20Resources/Undergraduate%20Resources.htm

http://people.uncw.edu/meinholds/lawcourtsandpolitics/Undergraduate%20Resources/Undergraduate%20Resources.htm
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BOOKS AND OTHER RESOURCES 
  


 Required Books 
  


• American Political Science Association, Committee on Publications.  2019.  Style Manual for Political 
Science.  Rev. ed.  Washington, DC:  APSA (ISBN 978-1-878147-62-2) (available under Course 
Reserves on the Canvas site). 
 


• Kirszner, Laurie G., and Stephen R. Mandell.  2013.  The Brief Wadsworth Handbook.  7th ed. Boston:   
Thomson/Wadsworth (ISBN 1-111-83303-6). 
 


• Neubauer, David W., and Stephen S. Meinhold.  2016. Judicial Process: Law, Courts, and Politics in the 
United States.  7th ed. Belmont, CA:  Thomson/Wadsworth (ISBN 978-1-305-50652-7).  [hereafter 
“N&M”]. 


  
• Stern, Gerald M. 2008. The Buffalo Creek Disaster. 2d ed. New York: Vintage Books (ISBN 978-0-307-


38849-0). 
  
• Turow, Scott.  2010.  One L: The Turbulent True Story of a First Year at Harvard Law School.  New York: 


Penguin (ISBN 978-0-14-311902-9). 
 


 Optional Books 
 


• Strunk, William, Jr., and E.B. White.  2000.  The Elements of Style.  4th ed.  New York:  Longman (ISBN 0-
205-30902-X). 


  
 Technological Requirements 


  
This course is a completely online course. Hence, it imposes on students the heavy responsibility and 


obligation to anticipate problems that, all too often, haunt humans’ use of technology.  Namely, computers 
know when a deadline is approaching and will fail to function as the user wants at the most critical time, 
causing untold woe and trauma.  Read and understand the technical requirements mentioned in the online 
learning module referenced above.   


  
Thus, students must, as a course requirement, take steps to prevent any technological or other 


problems from obstructing their completing the course exams during the period when it is available.  These 
steps include, but are not limited to, the following: 


  
• Disable the call-waiting feature on one’s home telephone line.  If students do not do so 


before their beginning an online exam, they likely will lose the connection with UCF’s server and, 
thus, not be able to re-access the exam.  See above warning about my re-opening exams for 
students who encounter technological problems. 
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• Ensure that anti-virus software has been installed and is regularly updated.  If I receive any 
document containing a virus, I will deduct 10% from the assignment’s final grade. If I receive a 
virus-infected assignment from the same student for a second time any time during the term, I 
will reduce that student’s final course grade by a full letter grade (e.g., from A to B). If I receive a 
third virus-infected assignment, the student will fail the course automatically. 


  
• Enable pop-ups from the course Canvas site.  This will allow you to have full functionality in the 


course.  Do not disable the pop-up block entirely as you will need to be shielded from those 
intrusions while navigating in other sites.   


 
• Online Exams:  the exams in this course are administered entirely online.  As you will have limited 


time to complete the exam, I strongly encourage you to plan to take the exam from a location at 
which there is reliable and strong internet service, if at all possible, as this will decrease the wait 
time that you experience as you load and save your answers.  Otherwise, your exam time will be 
consumed, to some extent, by the lag time needed for the questions and answers to load and 
save.   


 
• Technical Assistance:  with an entirely online course, there are inevitable technological problems 


that usually occur at the last minute (hint:  don’t wait to the last minute).  If such problems occur, 
the professor is not your point of contact.  Rather, students should contact Online@UCF Support 
at (407) 823-3808 or submit a question via http://learn.ucf.edu/support/get-help.  There are as 
well many self-help online course resources on the Learning Online Website. 


 
 Skype Availability 


 
I have a Skype account and am able to meet with you via video-enabled interface during the above-


referenced office hours or by appointment to discuss course-related measures.  My Skype account name is 
drew.lanier. 
  


 
 


GRADING 
  


 Exams (60%—three exams @ 20%—of final grade) 
  


Each of the three exams in the course is worth 100 points. Although they are each non-
comprehensive, they will be composed entirely of very challenging multiple choice items.  They will seek to 
test your understanding of both factual and conceptual ideas and your relative analytical and synthetic 
skills.  They do not emphasize rote memorization of facts. Rather, they test students’ ability to analytically 
address each question and conceptual understanding of course concepts and ideas.   


  
As this is an online course, all exams will be administered through the Assessment function of the 


Canvas site associated with the course. There will be a very narrow window open during which students 
must complete the exam.  Accordingly, students should anticipate any problems that they may foresee in 



http://learn.ucf.edu/support/get-help/

http://learn.ucf.edu/
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completing the exam within that time frame.  Once you open an exam, you will have a maximum of 75 
minutes to finish it.  If you begin it within 75 minutes of the posted closing time for the exam window, you 
will have less than that amount of time to complete the test.  I will re-open the exam window only under 
the most extreme (i.e., truly emergency, Act of God) circumstances.  Such circumstances do NOT 
include weddings, cruises, “road trips,” and so forth. 


  
 Course Content Modules (35% of final grade) 


 
Because this is a complete online class, a substantial part of students’ earned final course grades will 


be determined by the timely completion of specific content modules.  There will be one module due per 
week, on average, that ties in with that week’s topics.  The modules will often provide a brief overview of 
the topic, list the required reading, and outline specific tasks and assignments. These can involve 
researching a certain topic, discussing and debating issues through forum postings and, sometimes, the 
completion of specific internet assignments.  These assignments are designed to make you more familiar 
with the Internet and the sites relevant to the study of the American judiciary.  


  
As there are no formal face-to-face classes, it is incumbent on you to keep up with the readings, 


assignments and the pace of the course.  Getting behind the current schedule of the course is dangerous to 
your final course grade.  The modules are listed in the Canvas site for the course.  Together, they will be 
averaged into 35% of your final course grade.  Grades for each module will appear in the Grades section of 
the Canvas site.  Students may discuss the graded module assignments with me during office hours (either 
by phone or in person).   
  


Some modules have multiple due dates for subparts of the module.  The syllabus lists the 
FINAL DUE DATE for the Module – not its first.  Plan accordingly. 


 
  I WILL NOT accept late modules.  Computers and servers always seem to know when humans are 
working on a last-minute deadline and they take maniacal pleasure in crashing and not allowing you access 
to websites when the clock is approaching the deadline.  The point (again):  start the module assignments 
early in case there are problems.  If you come to me with an exotic tale of woe, I will nod relatively 
sympathetically but point to this warning.   


 
The following rules apply to the Content Modules: 


  
• Any module, or part thereof, submitted after the due date/time will not be graded.  The usual 


deadline time is 11:57 pm (23:57). 
  
• Students MAY NOT makeup late modules, as such assignments require an ongoing, dynamic 


discussion among the students across the term that cannot be later replicated.   
  


A portion of the Modules includes the completion of Surveys that require you to answer two questions 
about the material covered within that Module:  what is the most important issue or concept addressed?; 
and, what is the topic or concept that bears further discussion? Completion of the Surveys earns you the 
appropriate number of points announced in each of the Modules of which they comprise a part. 
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The following are regulations regarding the Surveys that must be followed: 


  
• Although the surveys are not anonymous, please be honest and forthcoming in your responses as 


they are designed to deepen your understanding of the course content and its significance.   
  


• After the due date for the Surveys has passed, I will collate and collect the most pertinent and 
relevant questions and post answers to them, in the Discussion Area, for the entire class to read and 
consider. They are good ways to prepare for the exams, and not “busy work.”  Use them for your 
benefit.  Ignore them at your own peril. 
 


• Once the deadline for the Surveys has passed, I will reset the Survey so that students may then 
answer for the next module’s topic.  If you have already answered the Survey prior to my doing so, 
however, Canvas will not allow you to resubmit the Survey. 
  


• Do NOT send blank responses through for the Survey. Repeated violation of this rule will result in 
the entire class’s being required to send survey responses to me through my UCF email 
account.  Past classes have, sadly, tested me on this requirement. Please do not make me implement 
this requirement. 


  
• Failing to complete even a small number of the Surveys will negatively affect your final course grade. 


  
Do not put the Modules off until the last minute. You should do them as they are assigned, since you 


cannot control for the internet being down, or the site that you must access being temporarily unavailable. I 
will have little sympathy for you if this circumstance befalls you and you are unable to turn-in your 
assignment.  Assignments do not count until they are RECEIVED, not sent.  See above warning about 
anticipating technological problems. I customarily send a brief email message indicating its receipt if you 
submit it to me via email. IF YOU DO NOT RECEIVE SUCH A MESSAGE, THE ASSIGNMENT HAS NOT BEEN 
RECEIVED AND YOU WILL NOT RECEIVE FULL CREDIT FOR THE ASSIGNMENT.  In that case, contact me by 
other means (such as the telephone) to determine if I have received the assignment. If not, resubmit it 
ASAP.  Thus:  DO NOT WAIT UNTIL THE LAST MINUTE TO COMPLETE YOUR ASSIGNMENT.   


  
If you come to me with an exotic tale of woe about your not having turned in your assignment on 


time, I will nod relatively sympathetically and point to this warning.  If you submit the assignment through 
the Assignment tab in Canvas AND you receive confirmation of its receipt safely there, you may rest 
assured that it has been properly received. 
  


Furthermore, note the following rules regarding the Modules, some of which require a written 
product submitted to me: 
  


• You may NOT use Wikipedia (or its variants) as any source in your internet assignments. Doing so 
will substantially reduce your grade, even to an “F.”  One of the early modules to be completed in 
the course will introduce you to ways to evaluate websites properly.  
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• You must follow APSA style when composing your internet assignments. Failure to do so will result 


in at least one letter grade reduction of the grade earned. 
 


• Double space between paragraphs, even in a document that is otherwise single-spaced. 
  


• Provide in-text citations to the SPECIFIC SOURCE FROM WHICH YOU ARE TAKING THE 
INFORMATION.  Otherwise, the reader does not know to what source you attribute your 
information.  Failure to do so will result in a least a one letter grade reduction in the grade earned. 
See the APSA Style Manual for examples.  
  


• Case names must be italicized as per the APSA Style Manual. 
 


• Attaching printouts to a module’s assignment does not magically satisfy the cite and reference 
requirements of APSA style.   


 
• Assignments containing more than five spelling errors will automatically earn a score of zero.  


Multiple misspellings of the same word will count the number of times that the word is not correctly 
spelled, rather than simply once.  Note that prior students’ failing to heed this requirement has 
caused them great misery.  Spelling counts.   
 


• Ensure that your name appears on each and every assignment.  Even though you may upload 
the assignment to the Assignment link or to Canvas, PLEASE put your name on the assignment 
itself as I download the assignments and grade them in hard copy.  It makes it very difficult to 
grade and assign a score for an assignment whose author is unknown. Those assignments not 
bearing the student author’s name will be penalized by one letter grade. 


 
 


 Course Point Allocation 
  


COMPONENT WEIGHT 
Exam I 20%   
Exam II 20%   
Exam III  20%   
Content Modules 35%   
Surveys 5%   
TOTAL 100%   
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 Grading Scale (Aggregate Earned Percentage) 
  


GRADE PERCENTAGE 
A 90-100 
B+ 89-87 
B 86-80 
C+ 79-77 
C 74-70 
D+ 69-67 
D 66-60 
F 59 or less 


 
 Best Allies 


  
The professor is not your friend.  He cannot be your friend, as he is charged with the weighty 
responsibility of assessing your understanding of the course material and work in an objective 
manner.  He may act in a courteous, kind and helpful manner, but do not mistake that for friendship. 


  
You will find that your colleagues have similar backgrounds and experiences and that they can be your 
best allies in making it through this course, just as you will discover in later life and, possibly, in law 
school.   
 


 
 


COURSE POLICIES 
 (aka My Pet Peeves) 


  
There are several points you should note.  
  
No Excuses 
  
First, this class operates under a "No-Excuse" policy. It is incumbent upon you to be responsible for the 
assignments given. If fail to log in to the course, you NEED NOT inform me about it.  If you do inform me 
of your impending absence, you are NOT thereby immunized from the terms of the syllabus.  Because 
this course is an upper division class and one delivered completed online, you will quickly learn that if 
you intend to pass, you should plan on logging in regularly, keeping up with and completing the 
assignments as they are given and, especially, asking questions when, reasonably, you have them. 


  
Accommodations for Physically Challenged Students 


  
Second, if you are physically challenged, every attempt is made to accommodate your learning needs. 
Notify Student Disability Services (FC 185, 407-823-2371) by the end of the first week of class so that we 
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can make appropriate arrangements. This class operates in accordance with the Office of Student 
Disability Services here at the University and federal guidelines governing the Americans with Disabilities 
Act (1990). 


  
Plagiarism and Cheating: Don’t Let it Happen to You! 


  
Third, please consult the policy regarding plagiarism and cheating which is attached at the end of this 
document. Each of you must review the University policy on the penalties for plagiarism.   The Golden 
Rule explains this in more detail:  
http://regulations.ucf.edu/~regs/pdf/notices/5.015StuAcademicBehaviorStandards_newJul09_000.pdf.  
  
Almost every semester, one or more students, unfortunately, wrongfully appropriates the published work 
of someone else, and I have had the unfortunate responsibility of failing those students and seeking 
disciplinary action against them. You are on notice that I have failed students because they decided to 
risk their academic careers by choosing the easy way out. I can assure you that it is not.   


  
Caveat Emptor 
  
Fourth, this is an upper division course with correspondent responsibilities for you. I expect that you will 
devote at least fifteen (15) hours per week studying, reading, and meeting with other students to discuss 
and review the course material.  This is a difficult course. This is especially the case this term as we 
will complete what is usually a 15-week course in 5.5 weeks. 
 


    Conceptual Understanding Key 
  
Fifth, class topics are best understood at the conceptual and/or abstract level.  Read the course material 
AND THINK ABOUT ITS IMPLICATIONS. You will quickly learn that one of my favorite questions is, "what 
does that mean?." You are expected to read and prepare for course discussions. I assume that the 
reading will be completed by the associated assignment’s due date and time. LEARN TO PACE YOURSELF 
ACCORDINGLY!  


  
Online Decorum:  Course Protocols 


  
As this is a fully online course, there are certain rules and regulations that make the course and our 
asynchronous communication go more smoothly.  Do not say or do anything that would otherwise do in 
a face-to-face context.  In short, treat others as you would like to be treated, as you may have been 
taught previously.   
  
Moreover, as many of you have aspirations of attending law school, now is the time to begin to adopt 
the canons and traditions of the learned profession of the law, one profoundly steeped in tradition and 
history:  how would you act in a court of law? Act in a disruptive manner? Post rude and discourteous 
messages to a court-run blog? File documents or submit reports late?  
  
More specific requirements are listed in the Course Protocols available in the Canvas site. 



http://regulations.ucf.edu/%7Eregs/pdf/notices/5.015StuAcademicBehaviorStandards_newJul09_000.pdf
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    Word Processing Required 
  


Seventh, as this is a fully online course, all assignments must be word processed, including internet 
assignments. You should allocate enough time for printer cartridges to run dry and dogs to eat papers 
and computer disks! You laugh, but trust me: I have heard every excuse in the book! Again, late 
assignments are NOT accepted. “Late” means ANY time after the due date and time for the 
assignment—even if that is one minute past the deadline. 
 


    Duplicates of Assignments 
  


Eighth, while I have never lost an assignment, I require that you retain copies of all work submitted to me 
in the unlikely event that something should happen. In the event that I should need a copy of the 
assignment, and you are not able to provide it, you will not receive credit. Even after I have returned 
materials to you, please hold on to the work until after you have received your grade from the Registrar. 
This protects you from any possibility that you might receive an erroneous grade. 
  
Technological Tools 


  
Ninth, I require that everyone learn how to use e-mail and the technological tools associated with the 
course. They can facilitate your comprehension of the course material. I have found that this encourages 
students to communicate with me about questions you may have regarding the material discussed in 
class. You are responsible for any assignments or other information that I distribute on the course’s 
associated web sites or via email.  


  
If you already have an e-mail account (either through the University or a commercial server), please do 
not sign-up for an additional account. You should check your email on a regular basis as I post any 
changes about class assignments to your account and/or to the course-associated web site. Beginning 
with the Fall 2009 semester, all students are REQUIRED to obtain a Knights Email address and use it for 
course-related communications.  I am required to send such information to that address alone.   
 
If your email address changes during the semester, you MUST NOTIFY ME of the new address, so 
that I may then direct any communications to that address.  This is a course requirement.   
Otherwise, you will miss important course information, which could drastically impact your grade 
negatively.   
 
 Time-Sensitive Communications and Assignments 


  
In past semesters, some students have had difficulty submitting assignments to me by the due date and 
time.  This difficulty arises, in part, from their undue reliance on fragile and potentially unreliable email 
programs and other technologies beyond their control (such as AOL).   
  
Accordingly, for time-sensitive communications, send me a message through the Canvas Mail tool, 
contact me on the telephone, or, most unconventionally of all, see me in person during office hours.   
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Syllabus NOT a Contract 
 
Finally, this syllabus is not deemed to be a contract. I reserve the right to change any of the exam times 
or assignments by providing you with a forty-eight hour (48 hr.) notice of such changes. Such changes 
are either announced on the Canvas site, or sent via Mail message, or both. Therefore, you are 
responsible for any changes that may occur during the course of the session.   
  
If you fail to log in to the course for several days, you should check with your fellow students to 
determine what you have missed. As such, your virtual absence is not deemed a sufficient excuse as to 
why work is incomplete.  
  
In the event that the University administration closes school for any reason (e.g., hurricane), any 
assignments or examinations that were scheduled on the days during which the University is officially 
closed will be due by 9:00 am on the next business day when the University resumes operations. 
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COURSE SCHEDULE, TOPICS AND ASSIGNMENTS 
  


N&M =   Neubauer, David W., and Stephen S. Meinhold.  2017. Judicial Process: Law, Courts, and Politics in the United States.  6th ed. Belmont, CA:  
Thomson/Wadsworth (ISBN 978-1-305-50652-7). 


Stern =  Stern, Gerald M. 2008. The Buffalo Creek Disaster. 2d ed. New York: Vintage Books (ISBN 978-0-307-38849-0). 
Turow = Turow, Scott.  2010.  One L: The Turbulent True Story of a First Year at Harvard Law School.  New York: Penguin (ISBN 978-0-14- 
       311902-9). 
Reserve = Items designated as Reserve are available under the Canvas Discussion Topic “Reserve Readings.” You will need the Adobe Reader 


(http://www.adobe.com) to view these readings. 
 
NOTE:  THIS SCHEDULE OF ASSIGMENTS LISTS THE FINAL DUE DATE FOR THE MODULE.  SOME MODULES HAVE MULTIPLE PARTS THAT HAVE 
PRIOR DEADLINES.  READ THE MODULES CAREFULLY FOR EACH OF THE MODULE’S MULTIPLE DUE DATES. 


  
Projected Date Topic Readings Assignment 
Week 1:  June 22-June 28 
                        


Course Orientation 
 
Course Requirements 
 
Evaluating Websites 
 
The Structure of American Law 
   and the American Court  
   System  


Syllabus and attachments 
N&M, Chapts. 1 and 2  


Module 1:  Getting Started (due by 
Wednesday, June 24 by 23:57)  
 
Module 2:  Evaluating Websites (due by 
Friday, June 26 by 23:57) 
 
Module 3:  Courts as Political Institutions (due 
by Sunday, June 28 by 23:57) 


Week 2:  June 29-July 5 Judicial Federalism—The  
   Federal and State Courts 
 
The Players in the Judicial  
   Process 
 
The Impact of the Selection  
   Process 
 
The Players in the Judicial  
   Process 
 
Trial Court Policy-Making:  
   The Criminal Process 
 
The Police 


N&M, Chapts. 3, 4, 5 and 6 
Stern, pp. 1-90 
Turow, pp. 1-135 
 


Module 4:  Courts in the Federal Constitutional 
Republic (due by Monday, June 29 by 23:57) 
 
Module 5:  Judicial Selection:  The Players and 
Dynamics (due by Wednesday, July 1 by 
23:57) 
 
Module 6:  Trial Courts, Criminal Defendants 
and the Police (due by Friday, July 3 by 
23:57) 
 
TEST I (to be completed by Sunday, July 5 by 
23:57; window will open at noon on Sat., July 
4.  Plan accordingly) 



http://www.adobe.com/
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Week 3:  July 6-July 12 Trial Court Policy-Making: 
   The Civil Process (Parts I and II)  


N&M, Chapts. 7, 8, 9, and 10 
N&M, Chapts. 11 and 12 
Finish Stern 


Module 7:  Civil Procedure (due by Monday, 
July 6 by 23:57)  
 
Module 8:  Civil Remedies (due by Thurs., July 
9 by 23:57) 


Week 4:  July 13-July 19 Trials: Lawyers, Judges and Juries 
 
Legal Ethics (Not an Oxymoron) 
 
Law School—The Crucible 
 
Legal Profession 
 
The Appellate Process 
 
United States Supreme Court  
   Agenda-Setting 


Finish Turow 
Curtis and Frank (Reserve) 
N&M, Chapt. 13 
Pacelle (Reserve)  
Rehnquist (Reserve) 
Stevens (Reserve) 


Module 9: The Paper Chase (due by Monday, 
July 13 by 23:57) 
 
Module 10:  Deciding What to 
Decide:  Supreme Court Case Selection (due by 
Thurs., July 16 by 23:57) 
 
TEST II (to be completed by Sunday, July 19 
by 23:57; window will open at noon on Sat., 
July 18.  Plan accordingly). 


Week 5:  July 20-July 26 
 
 


Are Judges Priests or Laypersons?: 
   Legal and Behavioral Models of  
   Supreme Court Decision-Making 
 
U.S. Supreme Court Decisional  
   Behavior 


N&M. Chapt. 14 
Spaeth (Reserve) 
Kozinski (Reserve) 
 
N&M, Chapt. 15 
Harlan (Reserve) 


Module 11:  Attitudinal and Legal Models of 
Judicial Behavior (due by Monday, July 20 by 
23:57) 
 
Module 12:  U.S. Supreme Court Decision-
Making (due by Thurs., July 23 by 23:57) 


Week 6:  July 27-July 31 Do Courts Make A Difference?: 
   Impact and Implementation 
 
Reform and Evaluation 
 
Summary and Conclusions 
 
Online Course Evaluation (available 
through my.ucf.edu) 


N&M, Epilogue (Reserve) Module 13:  The Importance of Courts (due by 
Monday, July 27 by 23:57). 
 
Test III (to be completed by Thursday, July 
30 by 23:57; window will open at noon on 
Wed., July 29. Plan accordingly).  NOTE:  
THIS IS A DIFFERENT SCHEDULE THAN THE 
USUAL SAT.-SUN. SCHEDULE OF PRIOR 
EXAMS. 
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General Policies of the University 
 
Source for these policies:  UCF Faculty Center for Teaching and Learning 
(http://fctl.ucf.edu/TeachingAndLearningResources/CourseDesign/Syllabus/statements.php) 
 
Academic Integrity 
 
Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of Conduct at <http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/process/roc>. 
According to Section 1, “Academic Misconduct,” students are prohibited from engaging in: 
  
a. Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information or study aids in any 


academic exercise unless specifically authorized by the instructor of record. The unauthorized possession of 
examination or course-related material also constitutes cheating.  


 
b. Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral means: The presentation of material which 


has not been studied or learned, but rather was obtained through someone else’s efforts and used as part of an 
examination, course assignment, or project.  


 
c. Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to another person, student, and/or uploading 


course material to a third-party (such as coursehero.com) without authorization or without the express written 
permission of the university and the instructor. Course materials include but are not limited to class notes, 
Instructor’s PowerPoints, course syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, instruction sheets, homework, study guides, 
handouts, etc. 


 
d. Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work.  
 
e. Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the source, thereby attempting to 


convey the impression that such work is the student’s own.  
 
f. Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than once without the express written 


permission of the instructor.  
 
g. Helping another person violate academic behavior standards.  
 
For more information about Academic Integrity, students may consult The Center for Academic Integrity 
<http://www.academicintegrity.org/icai/assets/FVProject.pdf>. 
 
For more information about plagiarism and misuse of sources, see “Defining and Avoiding Plagiarism: The WPA 
Statement on Best Practices” <http://wpacouncil.org/node/9>.  
 
Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating 
 
Students should also familiarize themselves with the procedures for academic misconduct in UCF’s student 
handbook, The Golden Rule <http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/docs/goldenrule.pdf>. UCF faculty members have a 
responsibility for students’ education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to prevent unethical behavior and 
when necessary respond to academic misconduct. Penalties can include a failing grade in an assignment or in the 
course, suspension or expulsion from the university, and/or a “Z Designation” on a student’s official transcript 
indicating academic dishonesty, where the final grade for this course will be preceded by the letter Z. For more 
information about the Z Designation, see <http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade>.   
 
The Golden Rule: A Handbook for Students (University of Central Florida) defines academic dishonesty as including 
cheating and plagiarism.  Cheating is defined as “unauthorized assistance; communication to another through 
written, visual or oral means.  The presentation of material which has not been studied/learned, but obtained through 
someone else’s efforts and used as part of an examination, course assignment or project constitutes a violation.  The 
unauthorized possession or use of examination or course related material may also constitute cheating” (p. 6).  
Plagiarism is defined as the deliberate use of another’s work “without any indication of source, thereby attempting to 
convey the impression that such work is the student’s own.  Any student failing to properly credit ideas or materials 



http://fctl.ucf.edu/TeachingAndLearningResources/CourseDesign/Syllabus/statements.php

http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/process/roc

http://www.academicintegrity.org/icai/assets/FVProject.pdf

http://wpacouncil.org/node/9

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/docs/goldenrule.pdf

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade
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taken from another is plagiarizing.  Any student who knowingly helps another violate academic behavior standards is 
also in violation of the standards (p.6-7)”. 
 
Normally, the penalty for a violation of this policy is an “F” in the course.    
 
Course Accessibility Statement  
 
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all persons with disabilities. 
Students with disabilities who need disability-related access in this course should contact the professor as soon as 
possible. Students should also connect with Student Accessibility Services (SAS) <http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/> (Ferrell 
Commons 185, sas@ucf.edu, phone 407-823-2371). Through Student Accessibility Services, a Course Accessibility 
Letter may be created and sent to professors, which informs faculty of potential access and accommodations that 
might be reasonable. Determining reasonable access and accommodations requires consideration of the course 
design, course learning objectives and the individual academic and course barriers experienced by the student. 
 
Campus Safety Statement 
 
Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise during class, everyone needs to work together. Students 
should be aware of their surroundings and familiar with some basic safety and security concepts.  
 
• In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance.  


 
• Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall near the door. Students should 


make a note of the guide’s physical location and review the online version at 
<http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html>. 


 
• Students should know the evacuation routes from each of their classrooms and have a plan for finding safety in 


case of an emergency. 
 


• If there is a medical emergency during class, students having appropriate medical training may need to access a 
first-aid kit or AED (Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those are located, see 
<http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/workplacesafety.html> (click on link from menu on left). 


 
• To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text alerts by going to 


<my.ucf.edu> and logging in. Click on “Student Self Service” located on the left side of the screen in the toolbar, 
scroll down to the blue “Personal Information” heading on the Student Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out 
the information, including e-mail address, cell phone number, and cell phone provider, click “Apply” to save the 
changes, and then click “OK.” 
 


• Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their instructors outside of class. 
 


• To learn about how to manage an active-shooter situation on campus or elsewhere, consider viewing this video 
(<https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk>).  


 
Deployed Active Duty Military Students 
 
A deployed, active duty military student who believes that he/she requires a special accommodation due to that 
unique status should contact the instructor to discuss the circumstances. 
 
Religious Observances 
 
Students may encounter conflicts between the normal class schedule and their honoring major religious 
observances. Students are expected to notify, in writing, the instructor at least two weeks in advance of the 
relevant date if they intend to miss class or miss and assignment to observe a holy day of their religious faith. 
 
 
 



http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

mailto:sas@ucf.edu

http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html

http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/workplacesafety.html

http://my.ucf.edu/

https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk
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Notice of Use of Turnitin.com 
 
In this course, I may utilize turnitin.com, an automated system that instructors may use to quickly and easily compare 
each student’s written assignment with billions of websites, as well an enormous database of student papers that 
grows with each student submission.  Accordingly, student assignments may be subject to this additional check.  
After the assignment is processed, I receive a report from turnitin.com that states if and how another person’s work 
was used in the assignment.  For more detailed information about this process, visit http://www.turnitin.com.  
 
[Portions of this Notice of Use of Turnitin.com policy were adapted from “Sample Wording for Syllabus,” UCF Office 
of Student Rights and Responsibilities, Patricia A. MacKown, Director]. 


 
 



http://www.turnitin.com/



		Grading

		WEIGHT

		COMPONENT

		TOTAL

		Course Policies

		Technological Tools






Summer 2020 
POS 4912 or 6918 Directed Research 


Instructor: Peter J. Jacques 


Instructor Information  


Office Hrs: 
Mondays and Tuesdays 9:00-11:00 on zoom, email 
prior 


Office: HPH 302 


Phone 407-823-2608 


FAX: 407-823-0051 


E-Mail Peter.Jacques@ucf.edu 


 


Teaching Assistants  


 N/A 


Course Pre/co‐Requisites: Approval by course instructor 


Course Description 
This course involves independent research instruction. Students are required to commit 10 hours a 


week, attend weekly seminar, assist in professional research, and develop their own independent 


research project. 


 


Course Materials and Resources 


Required Materials/Resources 


 None 


Optional Materials/Resources 


 None 







Student Learning Outcomes 


Students will be introduced to environmental social science methods and practice of research. 


Course Activities 


Assignments 


 Students will be assigned readings to discuss in a seminar meeting 


 Students will participate in discussions in the seminar about environmental issues 


 Students will assist with ongoing professional research  


 Students will build their own research projects 


 


 


Assessment and Grading Procedures 


Grade Categories Description of the requirements 
Weight toward 
final grade 
(1000pnts) 


Attendance of seminar 
Attend and participate in weekly seminar 
discussion 


50% 


Research as assigned 


 


assist with ongoing professional research and 


build an independent line of research  


 


50% 


 


Letter Grade Points 


A 900-1000 


B 800-899 


C 700-799 







D 600-699 


F 599 or below 


  


Course Schedule—weekly meetings Thursdays at 130 


Core Policy Statements 


Missed Assignments/Make-Ups/Extra Credit 


 If you miss a deadline, talk to me about what happened. 


Attendance Policy 


As an online class, it is important to check in regularly, e.g., once a day. 


Other Policies 


When the following rules are violated, they can result in a grade deduction: 


 All communication must observe conventions of courtesy and professionalism: 


 Emails about questioning your grade are not allowed in this class. To further inquire 
about assigned grades you must come into office hours to see me to go over the 
assignment. 


 When you email me, please be polite. For example, use a polite greeting and avoid 
issuing demands. If there is a problem, come talk to me. 


 I do not accept work when you send it to me by email or late work unless you arrange it 
with me, so please don’t send me work you missed without talking to me about it. 
Likewise if you submit an assignment late, I won't grade it unless you talk to me about it.  


 General operating rules of the course: 


If you want me to regrade an assignment, I might agree but it will be a total reconsideration of 
your assignment, not just one looking for good things I missed. 


 I do not use the +/- system, except when I round up a final semester grade and this only 
happens when the student is within 5 points of the higher grade and has not missed any 







assignments. Thus, if I round a grade up from a C because the student fulfills these 
criteria, the grade assigned will be a B-. 


 I allow extra credit up until the day of withdraw in the semester. There is a maximum of 
one half of a letter grade available for EC over the whole semester grade for any class. If 
the course has an available 1000 points, then the most EC allowed is 50 points. 


o Up to 50 points may be earned by doing an outside book review. This book must 
be one you have not read, and which is NOT assigned for another course. I will 
consider this academic dishonesty; but, the reason is that the goal here is to widen 
your horizons. 


o Books must be approved by me and have some relevance to the course 
o Are 800-1000 words containing solid writing, explanations of the text, evaluation 


of the text, and connections to other literature. 
 You may also attend a public talk, which are often given by experts that come to UCF, 


and write a 2-page reaction paper. These papers are worth up to 25 points. I do not find 
the lectures for you, that is up to you, but you should get them approved by me first. 


 You may not ever take photographs or video in the classroom with your phone or any 
other device (in face-to-face classes). 


 If you are going to use audio recorders, you must ask. 
 I cannot take care of technical problems--- contact online@ucf.edu for this: 407-823- 


3808 
 Encyclopedias and dictionaries, such as Wikipedia are not good authoritative sources, 


and should only be used to orient yourself to a topic, so if you use these as citations for 
course assignments, you lower the quality of the essay and that will be reflected in the 
grade. 


 Likewise, do not cite my written lessons in webcourses as sources, these are essentially 
my lectures and not really citable; you want to stick to published sources, especially peer-
reviewed articles. 


 When pasting an essay into a textbox online, it helps if you go through the pasted essay 
and put paragraph breaks in manually to separate out the different paragraphs, since the 
text box will not use the formatting in from Word perfectly. Organization of the words 
matters because it reflects the organization of your thinking, so help me see this 
organization and you will score So, for example, the use of subheadings in your essays 
shows a plan and thought about how your essay is meant to build up and come together. 


 When doing any research, you will not involve human subjects unless we agree and an 
IRB approval is granted. Normally, this approach requires working on the project for 
multiple semesters. See here: 
http://www.research.ucf.edu/Compliance/IRB/Investigators/index.html if you are curious 
about what this is about. 


  


Academic Honesty 


Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of Conduct. According to Section 1, 
“Academic Misconduct,” students are prohibited from engaging in 







1. Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information 
or study aids in any academic exercise unless specifically authorized by the instructor of 
record. The unauthorized possession of examination or course-related material also 
constitutes cheating. 


2. Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral means: The 
presentation of material which has not been studied or learned, but rather was obtained 
through someone else’s efforts and used as part of an examination, course assignment, or 
project. 


3. Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to another person, 
student, and/or uploading course material to a third-party vendor without authorization or 
without the express written permission of the university and the instructor. Course 
materials include but are not limited to class notes, Instructor’s PowerPoints, course 
syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, instruction sheets, homework, study guides, handouts, etc. 


4. Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work. 
5. Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the source, 


thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s own. 
6. Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than once 


without the express written permission of the instructor. 
7. Helping another violate academic behavior standards. 


For more information about Academic Integrity, students may consult The Center for Academic 
Integrity. 


For more information about plagiarism and misuse of sources, see “Defining and Avoiding 
Plagiarism: The WPA Statement on Best Practices.”  


Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating 


Students should also familiarize themselves with the procedures for academic misconduct in 
UCF’s student handbook, The Golden Rule. UCF faculty members have a responsibility for 
students’ education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to prevent unethical behavior and 
when necessary respond to academic misconduct. Penalties can include a failing grade in an 
assignment or in the course, suspension or expulsion from the university, and/or a “Z 
Designation” on a student’s official transcript indicating academic dishonesty, where the final 
grade for this course will be preceded by the letter Z. For more information about the Z 
Designation, click here.  


  


For Dr. Jacques’ courses specifically: 


All essays need to correctly use APA citations in the text, e.g. (Smith, 2004), and then have a 
“Work Cited” list at the end with full citations (not abbreviations) unless expressly noted 
otherwise in assignment directions. You must do this properly, so if you don’t know, come to me 
to learn or some other source. 







Plagiarism and cheating - presenting another’s ideas, arguments, words or images as your own, 
using unauthorized material, or giving or accepting unauthorized help on assignments or tests - 
contradict the educational value of these exercises. Students who attempt to obtain unearned 
academic credentials that do not reflect their skills and knowledge can also undermine the value 
of the UCF degrees earned by their more honest peers. Using anything more than three words in 
a row from someone else without proper attribution will be considered plagiarism and misuse of 
academic sources (both are violations of UCF’s codes for academic integrity). Violations of 
academic integrity will be reported to the Office of Student Conduct. 


 It is MUCH better to fail an assignment honestly than to be caught cheating and fail the course 
with the Z mark on your transcript. 


Anytime you are using another person’s ideas, in any way (so even if you are not quoting them), 
you must professionally cite the material you use while observing the above rule. If you do not 
properly identify sources you have used you risk plagiarizing and misuse of sources. This is how 
you avoid this problem and correctly cite and note sources: 


 Using APA: An Example for citing in text and for work cited at the end 


 If I write: “Early on, H.S. Gordon established the classic collective action problem for fisheries, 
and even today we continue to erode the potential rent in almost all fisheries." there should be a 
citation in the text like below: 


 Early on, H.S. Gordon (1954) established the classic collective action problem for fisheries, and 
even today we continue to erode the potential rent in almost all 


fisheries." And, if you are using a quote from the source, you must also pinpoint the page 
number of the text it is taken from like: 


 “Xyz….,” (Gordon, 1954, page 123). If a quote is more than three sentences on your page, it is 
reported in a block quote without quotation marks, but this is the only exception to using 
quotation marks when using other people’s words—the quotation marks are the crucial 
mechanism that tells the reader you are using other people’s words. Good writers tend to use 
quotations strategically at important places in their writing for support. The block quote looks 
like the text below, which is a portion out of early draft of our article “Hurricanes and 
Hegemony,” I wrote with a Dr. Claire Knox in public administration. Note how each assertion is 
supported with a citation and the different conditions, like the use of “Ibid” and the bracketed 
word “can” that indicates it is not part of the quote but an addition from us to make it make sense 
in context: 


 Introduction 


 Richard Berman, CEO of the Washington DC Berman & Company consulting firm, gave a talk 
at a conventional energy industry meeting, which was subsequently recorded and leaked to the 
New York Times (Lipton, 2014) revealing counter-revolutionary efforts of the climate change 







countermovement (Brulle, 2013) that attacks environmental groups, unions, and animal rights 
organizations: 


People always ask me…: ‘How do I know that I won’t be found out as a supporter of what 
you’re doing?’ …We run all of this stuff through nonprofit organizations that are insulated from 
having to disclose donors. There is total anonymity. People don’t know who supports us 
(Berman quoted in Lipton, 2014, online). 


At this meeting, Berman collected “six figure contributions from some of the executives in the 
room – and then [can] hide their role in funding his campaigns” (Ibid, online) to attack 
environmental regulation as an attack on consumer freedom, but it was clear that the real 
interests at stake were those of the bourgeoisie class in the room. These are counter-
revolutionary efforts, or efforts to suppress social change and protect capitalist class structures 
and interests (Marcuse, 1972). 


Then, at the end of your document (no separate pages needed) there must be a list of sources 
cited in the text: 
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Retrieved from http://www.nytimes.com/2014/10/31/us/politics/pr-executives-western-energy-
alliance- (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site. speech-taped.html?_r=0 (Links to 
an external site.)Links to an external site. 


Marcuse, H. (1972). Counterrevolution & Revolt. New York: Beacon Press. 


 Finally, … 


 In order to deter plagiarism, some assignments may use http://www.turnitin.com.., (Links to an 
external site.)Links to an external site. an automated system which instructors can use to quickly 
and easily compare each student's assignment with billions of web sites, as well as an enormous 
database of student papers that grows with each submission. 


Accessibility Statement 







The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all 
persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students 
with disabilities who need accommodations in this course must contact the professor at the 
beginning of the semester to discuss needed accommodations. No accommodations will be 
provided until the student has met with the professor to request accommodations. Students who 
need accommodations must connect with Student Accessibility Services (Links to an external 
site.)Links to an external site., Ferrell Commons, 7F, Room 185, phone (407) 823-2371, 
TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting accommodations from the professor. 


  


Campus and Online Safety 


Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise during class, everyone needs to work 
together. Students should be aware of their surroundings and familiar with some basic safety and 
security concepts.  


  


 In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance. 
 Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall near the 


door. Students should make a note of the guide’s physical location and review the online 
version at http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html. 


 Students should know the evacuation routes from each of their classrooms and have a 
plan for finding safety in case of an emergency. 


 If there is a medical emergency during class, students may need to access a first-aid kit or 
AED (Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those are located, 
see http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/workplacesafety.html (click on link from menu on left). 


 To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text 
alerts by going to ucf.edu and logging in. Click on “Student Self Service” located on the 
left side of the screen in the toolbar, scroll down to the blue “Personal Information” 
heading on the Student Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the information, 
including e-mail address, cell phone number, and cell phone provider, click “Apply” to 
save the changes, and then click “OK.” 


 Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their 
instructors outside of class. 


 To learn about how to manage an active-shooter situation on campus or elsewhere, 
consider viewing this video. 


Online: 


Though most emergency situations are primarily relevant to courses that meet in person, such 
incidents can also impact online students, either when they are on or near campus to participate 
in other courses or activities or when their course work is affected by off-campus emergencies. 
The following policies apply to courses in online modalities.  







 To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text 
alerts by going to ucf.edu and logging in. Click on “Student Self Service” located on the 
left side of the screen in the toolbar, scroll down to the blue “Personal Information” 
heading on the Student Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the information, 
including e-mail address, cell phone number, and cell phone provider, click “Apply” to 
save the changes, and then click “OK.” 


 Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their 
instructors outside of class. 


  


Active Duty Military 


Students who are deployed active duty military and/or National Guard personnel and require 
accommodation should contact their instructors as soon as possible after the semester begins 
and/or after they receive notification of deployment to make related arrangements. 


Copyright 


This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, images, text 
materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use doctrine in order to 
enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, download or distribute these 
items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for this online classroom environment and 
your use only. All copyright materials are credited to the copyright holder. 


Third-Party Software and FERPA 


During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or software 
applications sometimes called third-party software such as a blog or wiki. While some of these 
could be required assignments, you need not make any personally identifying information on a 
public site. Do not post or provide any private information about yourself or your classmates. 
Where appropriate you may use a pseudonym or nickname. Some written assignments posted 
publicly may require personal reflection/comments, but the assignments will not require you to 
disclose any personally identity-sensitive information. If you have any concerns about this, 
please contact your instructor. 


  


  


  


 


 








POS 4961: Exit Course 


Summer 2020 
 


Instructor Contact 


    Instructor: Nathan Ilderton 


    Office: Howard Phillips Hall 305A (Where's This?Links to an external site.) 


    Office Hours:  1:00-4:00 Mondays and 10:00-1:00 Wednesdays 


    Phone: 407-823-2608 


    E-mail: nathan.ilderton@ucf.edu 


 


Course Information 


    Course Name: Exit Course 


    Course ID & Section: POS 4961-C001 


    Zero Hour Credit Webcourse 


    Semester/Year: Summer 2020 


    Web Only Course 


 


Course Description 


This is a class for students graduating with degrees in Political Science and International & Global 


Studies.  This webcourse helps students complete the Exit Exam and also provides students resources 


related to graduation. 


The Department of Political Science requires all Political Science and International and Global Studies 


majors to take an Exit Exam during the semester they graduate.  The Exit Exam is a standardized test 


that measures substantive knowledge. The Department uses data from the exit exam to assess its 


majors and continuously improve the services it provides UCF students. 


This is not meant to be a difficult or time-consuming class.  It is graded pass-fail.  We have compiled 


material to address topic particularly useful to graduating seniors so it should be very useful to you.  The 


course is organized in a series of modules.  You must complete all modules and certify your webcourse 


completion in the final module to pass this class. You are also required to complete the ETS Field Exam 


to pass this class. 


 


    Module 1. Start Here 







    Module 2. Graduating from UCF 


    Module 3. Resume Basics 


    Module 4. Job Search Resources 


    Module 5. Applying to Law School 


    Module 6. Applying to Graduate School 


    Module 7. Departmental Exit Surveys 


    Module 8. SPSIA Exit Exam 


    Certification of Webcourse Completion 


You will unlock Modules 2-8 once you complete the "Start Here" Module.  You can complete the 


numbered modules in any order you want, but must complete all of them to complete this webcourse.  


You can complete most modules by viewing their contents, but Modules 7 and 8 require you to submit a 


survey and quiz, respectively.  After you complete all numbered modules, you should certify your course 


completion. 


  


Course Objectives 


 Identify resources for successful post-graduation plans, 


 Fulfill exit exam requirements,and 


 Collect data for program assessment purposes. 


 


Required Texts and Supplemental Readings 


    None (all resources are available as webcourse pages or external links) 


 


Course Requirements 


Your final grade is based on following component: 


 Completion of the SPSIA Field Exam 


 Certification of Course Completion (you cannot certify your course completion until you've 


completed prerequisite assignments) 


 


Missed Assignments/Make-Ups/Extra Credit 


None. 


 







Late Work 


None. 


Grading Scale 


Satisfactory / Unsatisfactory 


Any missing assignments are treated as 0 scores for the purposes of calculating final course grades. 


Grades of "Incomplete" 


Incomplete grades are given only in situations where unexpected emergencies prevent a student from 


completing the course and the remaining work can be completed the next semester. Your instructor is 


the final authority on whether you qualify for an incomplete. Incomplete work must be finished by the 


end of the subsequent semester or the “I” will automatically be recorded as an “F” on your transcript. 


 


Group Work Policy 


There are no group projects in this class.  You are welcome to discuss course material with other 


students, but you are responsible for your own work.  


 


Academic Honesty 


Plagiarism and cheating of any kind on an examination, quiz, or assignment will result at least in an "F" 


for that assignment (and may, depending on the severity of the case, lead to an "F" for the entire 


course) and may be subject to appropriate referral to the Office of Student ConductLinks to an external 


site. for further action. See the UCF Golden Rule for further information. I will assume for this course 


that you will adhere to the academic creed of this University and will maintain the highest standards of 


academic integrity. In other words, don't cheat by giving answers to others or taking them from anyone 


else. I will also adhere to the highest standards of academic integrity, so please do not ask me to change 


(or expect me to change) your grade illegitimately or to bend or break rules for one person that will not 


apply to everyone. 


 


Professionalism Policy 


Follow university policy and basic rules of etiquette.  You must behave appropriately in all your class 


interactions. 


 


University Writing Center 


The University Writing Center (UWC) is a free resource for UCF undergraduates and graduates. At the 


UWC, a trained writing consultant will work individually with you on anything you're writing (in or out of 


class), at any point in the writing process from brainstorming to editing. Appointments are 







recommended, but not required. For more information or to make an appointment, visit the UWC 


websiteLinks to an external site., stop by MOD 608, or call 407.823.2197. 


You do not need to come to the UCF campus to receive help from a trained writing tutor.  As a UCF 


student, you have access to writing tutors at the UCF Online Writing Center.  You can schedule an online 


consultationLinks to an external site. with a writing tutor.  You can get the help you need to complete 


the Final Report of your Civic Engagement Project online at a time convenient to you!  This service is free 


to you.  


 


Disability Statement 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all persons 


with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students with disabilities 


who need accommodations in this course must contact the professor at the beginning of the semester 


to discuss needed accommodations. No accommodations will be provided until the student has met 


with the professor to request accommodations. Students who need accommodations must be 


registered with Student Accessibility Services, Ferrell Commons, 7F, Room 185, phone (407) 823-2371, 


TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting accommodations from the professor. 


 


Emergency Procedures and Campus Safety 


Students are encouraged to be aware of their surroundings and familiar with actions to take in various 


types of emergencies.  For more information, see Faculty Center for Teaching and Learning Statement 


on Emergency Procedures and Campus SafetyLinks to an external site.. 


 


Accommodations for Active Duty Military Students 


If you are a deployed active duty military student and feel that you may need a special accommodation 


due to that unique status, please contact the instructor to discuss your circumstances. 


 


Religious Observances 


Students are expected to notify their instructor in advance if they intend to miss class to observe a holy 


day of their religious faith (not already reflected in the normal class schedule). See current schedule of 


major religious holidaysLinks to an external site..  For additional information, contact the Office of 


Diversity InitiativesLinks to an external site. at 407-823-6479. 


 


 


 


 







Copyright 


This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, images, text 


materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use doctrine in order to enhance the 


learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, download or distribute these items. The use of 


these materials is strictly reserved for this online classroom environment and your use only. All 


copyright materials are credited to the copyright holder. 


 


Third-Party Software and FERPA 


During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or software 


applications sometimes called third-party software such as a blog or wiki. While some of these could be 


required assignments, you need not make any personally identifying information on a public site. Do not 


post or provide any private information about yourself or your classmates. Where appropriate you may 


use a pseudonym or nickname. Some written assignments posted publicly may require personal 


reflection/comments, but the assignments will not require you to disclose any personally identity-


sensitive information. If you have any concerns about this, please contact your instructor. 


 


Financial Aid Requirement 


As of Fall, 2014, all faculty are required to document students' academic activity at the beginning of 


each course.  In order to document that you began this course, please complete the Evidence of 


Academic Engagement Quiz by the end of the first week of classes or as soon as possible after adding 


the course.  Failure to do so may result in a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid. 


 


Assignments Summary: 


 Fri May 15, 2020 due by 11:59pm  


Evidence of Academic Engagement Quiz  


Fri Jul 31, 2020 due by 11:59pm 


Certify Your Webcourse Completion   


Graduating IGS Majors Exit Survey or Graduating Political Science Majors Exit Survey   


SPSIA Field Exam   
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Instructor Information  







• Instructor: Dr. Annabelle Conroy 
• Office Location: HPH 302 
• Office Hours: Monday-Thursday: 8:00 AM - 9:00 AM and by appointment 
• Phone: (407) 823-2608 
• Digital Contact: Please use the Webcourses@UCF messaging to contact me. I aim to 


respond within 48 hours. 


  


Course Information 


• Term: Summer 2020 
• Course Number & Section: POS2041-C602 
• Course Name: American National Government 
• Credit Hours: 3 
• Class Meeting Days: TBA 
• Class Meeting Time:  TBA 
• Class Location: Online 
• Course Modality: Online 


  


Enrollment Requirements  
Course Prerequisites (if applicable): None 
Course Co-requisites (if applicable): None 
Other Enrollment Requirements (if applicable): N/A 


Course Description 
POS2041-American National Government has been designed to provide a 
comprehensive introduction to the concepts and issues of the United States 
government. It examines the structure, philosophy, accomplishments, and challenges of 
the American government. Students will examine and analyze why the American 
political system operates as it does, who wins and who loses in the process and why 
this system endures. In addition, this course will provide you with the tools to 
understand, effectively participate in, and influence the political process in order to 
address issues of importance to our communities. 


The problems that we face as a society are multifaceted and, thus, require that 
individuals with different backgrounds, training, and perspectives collaborate to 
elaborate and implement effective solutions. Thus, it is imperative that we learn how to 
do this effectively. This course includes several assignments geared towards 
developing teamwork skills and strategies 


This course will be taught from a transdisciplinary and comparative perspective. This 
means that we will examine topics from a variety of angles and determine the linkages 
that exist between politics, society, culture, science, and the arts. In addition, we will 







continuously compare and contrast the United States to countries around the world to 
try to understand why certain patterns and phenomena are present in some contexts 
and not in others. This is based on the assumption that we can understand our own 
country better if we compare it against others. 


Course Materials and Resources 
Required Materials/Resources 
The textbook for this class is: 


OpenStax and Lumen Learning: American Government 
(2e),  https://pressbooks.online.ucf.edu/pos2041ac/ 


 


This textbook is an OpenStax/Pressbooks textbook which means it is free to view and 
download.  The link for each chapter is included in each week’s module.  To access 
each chapter you just have to click on the link provided in each module.  To navigate 
through the chapter, you may use the "Next" or "Back" buttons located at the top and 
bottom of each chapter's screen.  In addition, if you wish to download the whole book at 
time and begin looking through it, click on the title and then click on the “Download PDF” 
link on the right of the screen. 


In addition to the textbook, you will need the following materials: 


• Webcam 
• Reliable access to the internet 


  


  


Student Learning Outcomes 
The main objectives of this course are: 


1. To provide students with a comprehensive introduction to the American system of 
government. 


2. To provide students with an understanding of the ways in which the various branches of the 
government, as well as other political actors, operate in the context of the American political 
institutions and processes. 


3. To show how the main political actors and institutions have changed over time. 
4. To develop key skills required for the successful study of political science and for the 


graduate job market. 
5. To provide students with the tools to become active and engaged citizens and to have the 


ability to make informed political decisions. 



https://openstax.org/details/books/american-government-2e





 
By the end of the course students should: 


1. Develop and demonstrate an understanding of the basic principles and practices of 
American democracy and how they are applied in our republican form of government. 


2. Develop and demonstrate an understanding of the United States Constitution and its 
application. 


3. Develop and demonstrate knowledge of the founding documents and how they have shaped 
the nature and functions of our institutions of self-governance. 


4. Develop and demonstrate an understanding of landmark Supreme Court cases, landmark 
legislation, and landmark executive actions and their impact on law and society. 


In addition, this course is designed as an introduction to and preparation for higher-level 
courses by developing skills such as oral presentation, writing, test-taking and 
teamwork skills. 


  


Course Activities 
This course will consist of a combination of lectures, class discussions, individual 
research and short in-class writing assignments. Each week I will post one or more 
questions which you should consider and prepare for that week's discussion. The 
questions, readings and assignments for each week can be found on the modules for 
each week. To see which module corresponds to each week, please consult the class 
schedule. 


The course activities required in this course are: 


Protocol Points: 
Protocol points are points that are given to you at the beginning of the course and will 
remain with you as long as you observe and abide by the class protocols and the UCF 
student code of conduct.  In other words, you start off with 5 points and you will only 
lose some or all of them if you somehow violate any of the protocols set forth in the 
syllabus. 


You can lose protocol points if you do any of the following: 


1. Use rude, disrespectful, intimidating or unprofessional language in any communication or 
discussion assignment in this course. Please make sure to review the email protocols in the 
Course Policies section of the syllabus. 


2. Violate the ethical standards set forth by UCF (see http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/). 
3. Repeatedly arrive late to class. 
4. Fail to turn off or turn to silent your cellphone or other electronic devices during the class 


and/or use of these devices during class time unless allowed by the professor.  If any of this 
occurs, there will be one warning and after that, the penalty for each additional offense will 
increase. 


5. Fail to observe the protocols set forth in this syllabus. 



http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/





Please keep in mind that if you lose all 5 protocol points, other disciplinary actions will 
ensue. 


Classwork 


Each week we will have class discussions and written assignments to be completed in 
class.  The assignments will generally be based on questions derived from the week’s 
topic.  This classwork will also serve as preparation for the exams.  In order to do well in 
these class assignments, it is important that you come well prepared for class.  This 
means that you should keep up with the readings, review the previous lecture before 
coming to class and prepare the questions presented in each module.   


Final Examination 


There will be one final examination in this course.   The final examination will be 
cumulative.  You must take this exam. Failure to take the final exam will result in a 
grade of "F" for the entire course.  Please refer to the final module for instructions 
regarding this exam. 


As with any other course, I urge you not to fall behind on the readings. Each week we 
will be covering a lot of new information and if you do not keep up, it can become 
overwhelming the day before the exam. In addition, keep in mind that the final 
examination will be cumulative. 


In case of a serious extenuating circumstance that prevents the student from taking the 
final exam, the student is responsible for contacting the instructor before the 
examination. In addition, please note that the format of any makeup examination may 
be different from that administered to the rest of the class. 


• Extra Credit: There will be no extra credit assignments offered in this course. 
• Students should have regular access to the internet and plan on logging into the course at 


least twice each week in order to get the class assignments. 
• In addition, students should plan on at least five hours’ worth of homework outside of class 


each week.  This will consist of doing assigned readings and preparing for the in-class 
assignments. 


• Late assignments will not be accepted unless valid medical documentation is presented and 
only when arrangements have been made before the due date.  Make-up assignments will 
have a different format than those assigned to the rest of the class. 


• Make sure to check the “Grades” section in Webcourses often. Please be aware that no 
grade will be changed 2 weeks after the grade for a particular assignment has been posted. 


• If you have a particular concern about a grade received, you need to make an appointment 
by email specifying the specific points which you wish to address. Keep in mind that if you 
ask me to read the disputed assignment/test again, your grade may go up or down. 


• Please do come and see me if you are having trouble understanding a topic or concept. 
Also, I encourage you to ask questions during class if something is not clear. 


  


Attendance/Participation 







You must attend all the weekly sessions.  If you have to miss one for any reason, you 
must reschedule one as soon as possible or you will miss the points for that session. 


  


Make-up Exam and Assignments 
Per university policy, you are allowed to submit make-up work (or an equivalent, 
alternate assignment) for authorized university-sponsored activities, religious 
observances, or legal obligations (such as jury duty). If this participation conflicts with 
any of the exams, I will offer a reasonable opportunity for you to complete missed 
exams. The make-up exams and grading scale will be equivalent to the missed 
assignment and its grading scale but its format may be different.   


 
Assessment and Grading Procedures 
  


Grading Item Points* 


Protocol Points 5 


Modules (10 graded modules) 80 


Final Exam 15 


Total 100 


  


  


  


Letter Grade Points 


A 94 – 100  


A- 90 – 93.9  







B+ 87 – 89.9  


B 84 – 86.9  


B- 80 – 83.9  


C+ 77 – 79.9  


C 74 – 76.9  


C- 70 – 73.9  


D+ 67 – 69.9  


D 64 – 66.9  


D- 61 – 63.9  


F 0 - 60.9  


  
Grade Dissemination 
In general, grades for each assignment will appear two weeks after the submission 
deadline.  You can access your scores at any time by logging into your course through 
Webcourses. Mistakes can be made while entering the grades, so you are responsible 
for monitoring your grades and making sure that they are accurate.  You have one week 
after the grades are posted to challenge or request a correction to your grades.  After 
this time, grades become final.  


If you wish to challenge your grade you must make an appointment with the professor 
and present the evidence to show that your grade is incorrect.  Keep in mind that if a 
review has to be made of your graded assignment, the grade can go up or down 
depending on the review. 


Consult the latest Undergraduate or Graduate catalog for regulations and procedures 
regarding grading such as Incomplete grades, grade changes, and grade forgiveness. 


  



http://catalog.ucf.edu/





Course Schedule 
Although I make every effort to adhere to the dates set forth in the schedule, unforeseen 
events may make it necessary to change the dates.  If this is the case, I will let you 
know as soon as possible.  Please keep in mind that in case of a natural disaster or 
another type of emergency you should consult the UCF website for immediate 
information. 


  


  


Date Topic Assignments/Notes 


  


Part I: The Foundations of the American System 


  


Week 1:    May 11 
Introduction: American 
Government and Civic 
Engagement 


Week 1 Module 


Week 2:    May 18 The Constitution and its 
Origins 


Week 2 Module 


  


Week 3:    May 25 American Federalism 
Monday: No class 
(Memorial Day) 


Week 3 Module 


  


Part II: Individual Agency and Action 


  







Week 4:    June 1 Civil Liberties Week 4 Module 


Week 5:    June 8 Civil Rights Week 5 Module 


Week 6:    June 15 Public Opinion Week 6 Module 


Week 7:    June 22 Voting and Elections Week 7 Module 


  


Part III: Toward Collective Action: Mediating Institutions 


  


Week 8:    June 29 The Media 


Week 8 Module 


Withdrawal Deadline: 
Monday, June 29, 2020 


Friday: No class 
(Independence Day) 


Week 9: July 6 Political Parties 
Week 9 Module 


  


Week 10:  July 13 Interest Groups and Lobbying No Assignments 


Part IV: Delivering Collective Action: Formal Institutions 







Week 11:  July 20 Political Institutions Week 11 Module 


Week 12:  July 27 Review 
Week 12 Module 


Final Exam: Friday, July 31 


  


  


 


The following are important UCF guidelines and resources that you should be aware of. 


University Services and Resources 
Academic Services and Resources 
A list of available academic support and learning services is available at UCF Student 
Services. Click on "Academic Support and Learning Services" on the right-hand side to 
filter.   


Non-Academic Services and Resources 
A list of non-academic support and services is also available at UCF Student Services.. 
Click on "Support" on the right-hand side to filter.   
If you are a UCF Online student, please consult the UCF Online Student Guidelines. for 
more information about your access to non-academic services. 


Policy Statements 
Course Policies 
Webcourses: 
Webcourses is an online course management system (accessed 
through my.ucf.edu. and then the "Online Course Tools" tab) which will be used as a 
medium for turning in assignments and a forum for communicating with your professor. 
The Webcourses site will have up-to-date information on topics, class assignments, 
schedule and so on.  In addition, each class module will include useful tools for exam 
preparation and to add to the material presented in class.  My recommendation is to 
check Webcourses regularly for updates. 
Email: 



https://www.ucf.edu/services/

https://www.ucf.edu/services/

https://www.ucf.edu/services/

https://www.ucf.edu/online/resources/guidelines/

http://my.ucf.edu/





In this class our official mode of communication is through email located inside 
Webcourses. All communication between student and instructor and between student 
and student should be respectful and professional.  When sending an email be sure to 
observe the protocols set out in the syllabus.  If you are unsure of how to write an email 
with the proper salutation and closing, you might want to consult the following 
site: Email Etiquette (by Ali Hale in Daily Writing Tips). It is the student's responsibility to 
check Webcourses frequently. You may also wish to create a Knight's Email account 
at www.knightsemail.ucf.edu. for separate official communication from the university. If 
for any reason you cannot log into Webcourses, you may use my office email address 
which is: Annabelle.conroy@ucf.edu.  You may also call or come to my office 
(information provided above) but keep in mind that the office staff do not take messages 
over the phone. 
  


Academic Integrity  


Course Accessibility Statement  


Campus Safety Statement  


Deployed Active Duty Military Students  


Copyright  


Third-Party Software and FERPA  


  



http://www.dailywritingtips.com/email-etiquette/

http://www.knightsemail.ucf.edu./

mailto:Annabelle.conroy@ucf.edu

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1354928/assignments/syllabus

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1354928/assignments/syllabus

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1354928/assignments/syllabus

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1354928/assignments/syllabus

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1354928/assignments/syllabus

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1354928/assignments/syllabus
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Course Syllabus
Jump to Today  (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1355813/assignments/syllabus#) 


 Edit  (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1355813/assignments/syllabus#) 


POS2041 Syllabus


Instructor Contact


Instructor Dr. Bruce M. Wilson


Office
Phillips Hall 305E (access via the Political Science Dept office 302)


CLOSED DURING COVID-19 PANDEMIC


Office Hours


Dr. Wilson's Office Hours:  by appointment.


There are some GTAs assigned to this class who will help with grading 
(although I am responsible for all final grades) and can help you 
understand the material better if need be.


• You can contact your GTAs using the Canvas email system


Homepages
Professor Wilson's homepage at UCF
(http://politicalscience.cos.ucf.edu/people/wilson-bruce/) ; at the CMI 
(http://www.cmi.no/staff/?bruce-wilson) in Bergen, Norway


Phone 407-823-2608


E-mail Please use the course Inbox for all email communication.


Course Information


Course Name POS2041 American National Government


Credit Hours 3 Credit Hours


Semester/Year Summer A 2020


Location Completely online (no required face-to-face meetings)


Required Free Textbook (Click on the image below.)


Good news: The enhanced UCF POS2041 eTextbook edition
(https://pressbooks.online.ucf.edu/pos2041bw/) is available free-of-charge. 
*If you want a print version of the textbook, you can buy it on  Amazon
(https://www.amazon.com/dp/1947172654) .


Join the POS2041 - Summer 2020 Hypothes.is annotation community
(https://hypothes.is/groups/iPeAmEzv/pos2041-su-2020-wilson) .
*This tool allows you to make notes and/or discuss the textbook content with your 
classmates  (https://guide.pressbooks.com/chapter/hypothesis-for-webbook-annotation-
comments/) .







(https://pressbooks.online.ucf.edu/pos2041bw/) 


*This is not a university or class requirement, so any decision to make an account on 
Hypothes.is and use the tool is of your own free will.


Course Requirements


Civic 
Literacy 
Objectives


As part of the 2017 legislative session, a new requirement for students initially entering college in the 2018-19 academic 
url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.leg.state.fl.us%2FStatutes%2Findex.cfm%3FApp_mode%3DDisplay_Statute%26Search_String%3D
1099%2F1007%2FSections%2F1007.25.html&data=02%7C01%7CKEISHA.HOERRNER%40UCF.EDU%7Caa38b1b9efcb4e9dc6
). One way for students to demonstrate civic literacy is to successfully complete POS 2041 that address the following fou


1. Students will develop and demonstrate an understanding of the basic principles and practices of American democracy
2. Students will develop and demonstrate an understanding of the United States Constitution and its application.
3. Students will develop and demonstrate knowledge of the founding documents and how they have shaped the nature a
4. Students will develop and demonstrate an understanding of landmark Supreme Court cases, landmark legislation, an


Assignments • You are responsible for:
◦ Keeping track of all deadlines and uploading your work before those deadlines
◦ keeping a copy of all assignments for this class
◦ checking that your grades posted online are correct; 
◾ discrepancies must be reported to the instructor within 3 days of being posted.


Late, make-
up, and extra 
credit work


• Your lowest module grade can be replaced by taking the optional final exam.
◦ This policy is designed to accommodate any and all reasons for missing a module: illness, family vacation, missing


• Other late work (initial discussion postings and essays) will be penalized at a rate of 20% per day late (including week
• Because discussion postings cannot be made after the discussion is closed - NO late postings are possible once th
• No work will be accepted more than five days after the deadline (or three days after the deadline for the final exam).
• There are no substitute assignments and positively NO EXTRA CREDIT, so please don't ask!







Evaluation and Grading


The following scale will be used for the assignment of final grades. I use traditional rounding up/down of grades, e.g., 89.5 will be 
rounded up to an "A"; 89.4 remains a "B."


Letter Grade Points


A 90-100


B 80-89


C 70-79


D 60-69


F 59 or below


Assignment Percentage of Grade


Module #1  all parts must be completed; worth 2% of your final class grade


Modules #2 through #8 Each substantive Module is worth 14% of your final class grade


Optional Final Exam 
Your lowest module grade can be replaced by taking the Optional 
Final Exam


Total 100%


Schedule


Module Dates Topic/Module Text Book Readings


PART I: INTRODUCTION TO AMERICAN NATIONAL GOVERNMENT


May 11-18 Module #1: Introduction Module #1: Chapter 1


May 14-22
Module #2: US Government Foundations, Constitution, & 
Federalism


Module #2: Chapters 2 & 3


PART II: RIGHTS AND LIBERTIES & PART III: THE POLITICS OF DEMOCRACY


May 22-June 
1


Module #3: Civil Rights & Liberties


Module #4: Interest Groups & Political Parties


Module #3: Chapter 4 & 5


Module #4: Chapter 9 & 10


June 1 -  8
Module #5: Public Opinion, Voting, Politics, & Media


Module #6: Campaigns & Elections


Module #5: Chapter 6 & 8


Module #6: Chapter 7


PART IV: INSTITUTIONS


June 8-16
Module #7: Bureaucracy & Judiciary


Module #8: Congress & Presidency


Module #7: Chapter 13 & 15


Module #8: Chapter 11 & 12







June 16-19 Optional final essay exam, uploaded before 11 pm Read: all chapters in the 
textbook


NB. Full deadlines details are available in each module instructions (and in the live schedule below).


Attendance Policy


Because this is a completely online class with no face-to-face meetings, there is no attendance policy, per se. Having said that, you 
need to keep up with the pace of the class and participate in all parts of each of the modules. Note that each module contains several 
deadlines; that is, not all work for a module is due on the last day listed on the Schedule. You must read each module's instructions for 
a list of deadlines for the various assignments and deadlines. It is your responsibility to check these deadlines as soon as a module 
opens so you won't miss any due dates.


NB: The federally-mandated attendance reporting policy requires you to complete an assignment before the end of the first week 
(before 5 pm on Friday). I will use the citizenship quiz for this purpose. It does not matter what score you receive on the citizenship quiz, 
but you must complete it before the deadline. Failure to do so might impact your financial aid and/or other support. FYI, if you score less 
than 70% on this quiz when you are applying for citizenship, you would fail and would not be able to gain US citizenship until your score 
passes 70%.


Academic Honesty


Plagiarism and cheating of any kind on any assignment will result in an "F" for that assignment and may be subject to appropriate 
referral to the Office of Student Conduct  (http://creed.sdes.ucf.edu/) for further action. See the updated UCF Golden Rule
(http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/) for further information. Any module that contains any material that is identified by the professor as 
plagiarized will not be eligible to be dropped as your lowest grade. Please do not plagiarize!


I will assume for this course that you will adhere to the academic creed of this University  (http://creed.sdes.ucf.edu/) and will 
maintain the highest standards of academic integrity. 


I will also adhere to the highest standards of academic integrity, so please do not ask me to change (or expect me to change) your 
grade illegitimately or to bend or break rules for one person that will not apply to everyone.


All your work must be done on your own; you are not allowed to collaborate on discussion postings, essays, or exams. In short, all your 
written work and work submitted for grading must be your own, original work.


Sexual Harassment


Title IX makes it clear that violence and harassment based on sex that interferes with educational opportunities is an offense subject to 
the same penalties as offenses based on other protected categories such as race, national origin, etc. If you or someone you know has 
been harassed or assaulted, you can find resources available to support the victim, including confidential resources, and information 
concerning reporting options at shield.ucf.edu. Perpetrators are subject to expulsion or termination and may also be subject to criminal 
penalties.


Accessibility Statement


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus is 
available in alternate formats upon request. Students with disabilities who need accommodations in this course must contact the 
professor at the beginning of the semester to discuss needed accommodations. No accommodations will be provided until the student 
has met with the professor to request accommodations. Students who need accommodations must connect with Student Accessibility 
Services  (https://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/) , Ferrell Commons, 7F, Room 185, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, 
before requesting accommodations from the professor.


Copyright


This course may contain copyright-protected materials such as audio or video clips, images, text materials, etc. These items are being 
used with regard to the Fair Use doctrine in order to enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, download or 
distribute these items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for this online classroom environment and your use only. All 
copyright materials are credited to the copyright holder.







CTRL+V to toggle the panel


•
•
•


•
•
•


Course Summary:


Date Details 


Mon Jan 13, 2020 How to Avoid Plagiarism  (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1355813/assignments/6582517) due by 11:59pm


Fri May 15, 2020 Attendance quiz (does not affect class grade)
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1355813/assignments/6582507) 


due by 5pm


Mon May 18, 2020 
Discussion: American Politics  (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1355813/assignments/6582512) due by 11:59pm


Essay: American Politics (issue)  (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1355813/assignments/6582513) due by 11:59pm


Fri May 22, 2020 Essay: Constitution  (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1355813/assignments/6582514) due by 11:59pm


Tue May 26, 2020 Initial discussion post deadline: Parties
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1355813/assignments/6582519) 


due by 11:59pm


Mon Jun 1, 2020 
Discussion: Parties  (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1355813/assignments/6582511) due by 11:59pm


Essay: Rights  (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1355813/assignments/6582516) due by 11:59pm


Fri Jun 5, 2020 Initial discussion post deadline: Media (Do not post here!)
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1355813/assignments/6582518) 


due by 11:59pm


Mon Jun 8, 2020 
Discussion: Media (Post here!)  (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1355813/assignments/6582510) due by 11:59pm


Essay: Money and elections?  (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1355813/assignments/6582515) due by 11:59pm


Tue Jun 16, 2020 


Discussion: Judicial Branch (Post here!)
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1355813/assignments/6582509) 


due by 11:59pm


Module #8 Presidential power  (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1355813/assignments/6582522) due by 11:59pm


Fri Jun 19, 2020 Optional Final Exam  (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1355813/assignments/6582523) due by 11:59pm


Module #1 grade  (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1355813/assignments/6582521) 


Third-Party Software and FERPA


During this course, you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or software applications sometimes called third-
party software such as a blog or wiki. While some of these could be required assignments, you need not make any personally 
identifying information on a public site. Do not post or provide any private information about yourself or your classmates. Where 
appropriate you may use a pseudonym or nickname. Some written assignments posted publicly may require personal 
reflection/comments, but the assignments will not require you to disclose any personally identity-sensitive information. If you have any 
concerns about this, please contact your instructor.
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Instructor Information  







• Instructor: Dr. Annabelle Conroy 
• Office Location: HPH 302 
• Office Hours: Monday-Thursday: 8:00 AM - 9:00 AM and by appointment 
• Phone: (407) 823-2608 
• Digital Contact: Please use the Webcourses@UCF messaging to contact me. I aim to 


respond within 48 hours. 


  


Course Information 


• Term: Summer 2020 
• Course Number & Section: POS2041-C601 
• Course Name: American National Government 
• Credit Hours: 3 
• Class Meeting Days: TBA 
• Class Meeting Time:  TBA 
• Class Location: Online 
• Course Modality: Online 


  


Enrollment Requirements  
Course Prerequisites (if applicable): None 
Course Co-requisites (if applicable): None 
Other Enrollment Requirements (if applicable): N/A 


Course Description 
POS2041-American National Government has been designed to provide a 
comprehensive introduction to the concepts and issues of the United States 
government. It examines the structure, philosophy, accomplishments, and challenges of 
the American government. Students will examine and analyze why the American 
political system operates as it does, who wins and who loses in the process and why 
this system endures. In addition, this course will provide you with the tools to 
understand, effectively participate in, and influence the political process in order to 
address issues of importance to our communities. 


The problems that we face as a society are multifaceted and, thus, require that 
individuals with different backgrounds, training, and perspectives collaborate to 
elaborate and implement effective solutions. Thus, it is imperative that we learn how to 
do this effectively. This course includes several assignments geared towards 
developing teamwork skills and strategies 


This course will be taught from a transdisciplinary and comparative perspective. This 
means that we will examine topics from a variety of angles and determine the linkages 
that exist between politics, society, culture, science, and the arts. In addition, we will 







continuously compare and contrast the United States to countries around the world to 
try to understand why certain patterns and phenomena are present in some contexts 
and not in others. This is based on the assumption that we can understand our own 
country better if we compare it against others. 


Course Materials and Resources 
Required Materials/Resources 
The textbook for this class is: 


OpenStax and Lumen Learning: American Government 
(2e),  https://pressbooks.online.ucf.edu/pos2041ac/ 


 


This textbook is an OpenStax/Pressbooks textbook which means it is free to view and 
download.  The link for each chapter is included in each week’s module.  To access 
each chapter you just have to click on the link provided in each module.  To navigate 
through the chapter, you may use the "Next" or "Back" buttons located at the top and 
bottom of each chapter's screen.  In addition, if you wish to download the whole book at 
time and begin looking through it, click on the title and then click on the “Download PDF” 
link on the right of the screen. 


In addition to the textbook, you will need the following materials: 


• Webcam 
• Reliable access to the internet 


  


  


Student Learning Outcomes 
The main objectives of this course are: 


1. To provide students with a comprehensive introduction to the American system of 
government. 


2. To provide students with an understanding of the ways in which the various branches of the 
government, as well as other political actors, operate in the context of the American political 
institutions and processes. 


3. To show how the main political actors and institutions have changed over time. 
4. To develop key skills required for the successful study of political science and for the 


graduate job market. 
5. To provide students with the tools to become active and engaged citizens and to have the 


ability to make informed political decisions. 



https://openstax.org/details/books/american-government-2e





 
By the end of the course students should: 


1. Develop and demonstrate an understanding of the basic principles and practices of 
American democracy and how they are applied in our republican form of government. 


2. Develop and demonstrate an understanding of the United States Constitution and its 
application. 


3. Develop and demonstrate knowledge of the founding documents and how they have shaped 
the nature and functions of our institutions of self-governance. 


4. Develop and demonstrate an understanding of landmark Supreme Court cases, landmark 
legislation, and landmark executive actions and their impact on law and society. 


In addition, this course is designed as an introduction to and preparation for higher-level 
courses by developing skills such as oral presentation, writing, test-taking and 
teamwork skills. 


  


Course Activities 
This course will consist of a combination of lectures, class discussions, individual 
research and short in-class writing assignments. Each week I will post one or more 
questions which you should consider and prepare for that week's discussion. The 
questions, readings and assignments for each week can be found on the modules for 
each week. To see which module corresponds to each week, please consult the class 
schedule. 


The course activities required in this course are: 


Protocol Points: 
Protocol points are points that are given to you at the beginning of the course and will 
remain with you as long as you observe and abide by the class protocols and the UCF 
student code of conduct.  In other words, you start off with 5 points and you will only 
lose some or all of them if you somehow violate any of the protocols set forth in the 
syllabus. 


You can lose protocol points if you do any of the following: 


1. Use rude, disrespectful, intimidating or unprofessional language in any communication or 
discussion assignment in this course. Please make sure to review the email protocols in the 
Course Policies section of the syllabus. 


2. Violate the ethical standards set forth by UCF (see http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/). 
3. Repeatedly arrive late to class. 
4. Fail to turn off or turn to silent your cellphone or other electronic devices during the class 


and/or use of these devices during class time unless allowed by the professor.  If any of this 
occurs, there will be one warning and after that, the penalty for each additional offense will 
increase. 


5. Fail to observe the protocols set forth in this syllabus. 



http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/





Please keep in mind that if you lose all 5 protocol points, other disciplinary actions will 
ensue. 


Classwork 


Each week we will have class discussions and written assignments to be completed in 
class.  The assignments will generally be based on questions derived from the week’s 
topic.  This classwork will also serve as preparation for the exams.  In order to do well in 
these class assignments, it is important that you come well prepared for class.  This 
means that you should keep up with the readings, review the previous lecture before 
coming to class and prepare the questions presented in each module.   


Final Examination 


There will be one final examination in this course.   The final examination will be 
cumulative.  You must take this exam. Failure to take the final exam will result in a 
grade of "F" for the entire course.  Please refer to the final module for instructions 
regarding this exam. 


As with any other course, I urge you not to fall behind on the readings. Each week we 
will be covering a lot of new information and if you do not keep up, it can become 
overwhelming the day before the exam. In addition, keep in mind that the final 
examination will be cumulative. 


In case of a serious extenuating circumstance that prevents the student from taking the 
final exam, the student is responsible for contacting the instructor before the 
examination. In addition, please note that the format of any makeup examination may 
be different from that administered to the rest of the class. 


• Extra Credit: There will be no extra credit assignments offered in this course. 
• Students should have regular access to the internet and plan on logging into the course at 


least twice each week in order to get the class assignments. 
• In addition, students should plan on at least five hours’ worth of homework outside of class 


each week.  This will consist of doing assigned readings and preparing for the in-class 
assignments. 


• Late assignments will not be accepted unless valid medical documentation is presented and 
only when arrangements have been made before the due date.  Make-up assignments will 
have a different format than those assigned to the rest of the class. 


• Make sure to check the “Grades” section in Webcourses often. Please be aware that no 
grade will be changed 2 weeks after the grade for a particular assignment has been posted. 


• If you have a particular concern about a grade received, you need to make an appointment 
by email specifying the specific points which you wish to address. Keep in mind that if you 
ask me to read the disputed assignment/test again, your grade may go up or down. 


• Please do come and see me if you are having trouble understanding a topic or concept. 
Also, I encourage you to ask questions during class if something is not clear. 


  


Attendance/Participation 







You must attend all the weekly sessions.  If you have to miss one for any reason, you 
must reschedule one as soon as possible or you will miss the points for that session. 


  


Make-up Exam and Assignments 
Per university policy, you are allowed to submit make-up work (or an equivalent, 
alternate assignment) for authorized university-sponsored activities, religious 
observances, or legal obligations (such as jury duty). If this participation conflicts with 
any of the exams, I will offer a reasonable opportunity for you to complete missed 
exams. The make-up exams and grading scale will be equivalent to the missed 
assignment and its grading scale but its format may be different.   


 
Assessment and Grading Procedures 
  


Grading Item Points* 


Protocol Points 5 


Modules (10 graded modules) 80 


Final Exam 15 


Total 100 


  


  


  


Letter Grade Points 


A 94 – 100  


A- 90 – 93.9  







B+ 87 – 89.9  


B 84 – 86.9  


B- 80 – 83.9  


C+ 77 – 79.9  


C 74 – 76.9  


C- 70 – 73.9  


D+ 67 – 69.9  


D 64 – 66.9  


D- 61 – 63.9  


F 0 - 60.9  


  
Grade Dissemination 
In general, grades for each assignment will appear two weeks after the submission 
deadline.  You can access your scores at any time by logging into your course through 
Webcourses. Mistakes can be made while entering the grades, so you are responsible 
for monitoring your grades and making sure that they are accurate.  You have one week 
after the grades are posted to challenge or request a correction to your grades.  After 
this time, grades become final.  


If you wish to challenge your grade you must make an appointment with the professor 
and present the evidence to show that your grade is incorrect.  Keep in mind that if a 
review has to be made of your graded assignment, the grade can go up or down 
depending on the review. 


Consult the latest Undergraduate or Graduate catalog for regulations and procedures 
regarding grading such as Incomplete grades, grade changes, and grade forgiveness. 


  



http://catalog.ucf.edu/





Course Schedule 
Although I make every effort to adhere to the dates set forth in the schedule, unforeseen 
events may make it necessary to change the dates.  If this is the case, I will let you 
know as soon as possible.  Please keep in mind that in case of a natural disaster or 
another type of emergency you should consult the UCF website for immediate 
information. 


  


  


Date Topic Assignments/Notes 


  


Part I: The Foundations of the American System 


  


Week 1:    May 11 
Introduction: American 
Government and Civic 
Engagement 


Week 1 Module 


Week 2:    May 18 The Constitution and its 
Origins 


Week 2 Module 


  


Week 3:    May 25 American Federalism 
Monday: No class 
(Memorial Day) 


Week 3 Module 


  


Part II: Individual Agency and Action 


  







Week 4:    June 1 Civil Liberties Week 4 Module 


Week 5:    June 8 Civil Rights Week 5 Module 


Week 6:    June 15 Public Opinion Week 6 Module 


Week 7:    June 22 Voting and Elections Week 7 Module 


  


Part III: Toward Collective Action: Mediating Institutions 


  


Week 8:    June 29 The Media 


Week 8 Module 


Withdrawal Deadline: 
Monday, June 29, 2020 


Friday: No class 
(Independence Day) 


Week 9: July 6 Political Parties 
Week 9 Module 


  


Week 10:  July 13 Interest Groups and Lobbying No Assignments 


Part IV: Delivering Collective Action: Formal Institutions 







Week 11:  July 20 Political Institutions Week 11 Module 


Week 12:  July 27 Review 
Week 12 Module 


Final Exam: Friday, July 31 


  


  


 


The following are important UCF guidelines and resources that you should be aware of. 


University Services and Resources 
Academic Services and Resources 
A list of available academic support and learning services is available at UCF Student 
Services. Click on "Academic Support and Learning Services" on the right-hand side to 
filter.   


Non-Academic Services and Resources 
A list of non-academic support and services is also available at UCF Student Services.. 
Click on "Support" on the right-hand side to filter.   
If you are a UCF Online student, please consult the UCF Online Student Guidelines. for 
more information about your access to non-academic services. 


Policy Statements 
Course Policies 
Webcourses: 
Webcourses is an online course management system (accessed 
through my.ucf.edu. and then the "Online Course Tools" tab) which will be used as a 
medium for turning in assignments and a forum for communicating with your professor. 
The Webcourses site will have up-to-date information on topics, class assignments, 
schedule and so on.  In addition, each class module will include useful tools for exam 
preparation and to add to the material presented in class.  My recommendation is to 
check Webcourses regularly for updates. 
Email: 



https://www.ucf.edu/services/

https://www.ucf.edu/services/

https://www.ucf.edu/services/

https://www.ucf.edu/online/resources/guidelines/

http://my.ucf.edu/





In this class our official mode of communication is through email located inside 
Webcourses. All communication between student and instructor and between student 
and student should be respectful and professional.  When sending an email be sure to 
observe the protocols set out in the syllabus.  If you are unsure of how to write an email 
with the proper salutation and closing, you might want to consult the following 
site: Email Etiquette (by Ali Hale in Daily Writing Tips). It is the student's responsibility to 
check Webcourses frequently. You may also wish to create a Knight's Email account 
at www.knightsemail.ucf.edu. for separate official communication from the university. If 
for any reason you cannot log into Webcourses, you may use my office email address 
which is: Annabelle.conroy@ucf.edu.  You may also call or come to my office 
(information provided above) but keep in mind that the office staff do not take messages 
over the phone. 
  


Academic Integrity  


Course Accessibility Statement  


Campus Safety Statement  


Deployed Active Duty Military Students  


Copyright  


Third-Party Software and FERPA  


  



http://www.dailywritingtips.com/email-etiquette/

http://www.knightsemail.ucf.edu./

mailto:Annabelle.conroy@ucf.edu

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1354928/assignments/syllabus

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1354928/assignments/syllabus

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1354928/assignments/syllabus

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1354928/assignments/syllabus

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1354928/assignments/syllabus

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1354928/assignments/syllabus
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Summer 2020 


POS 3940 & INR 4941: Internship- note that all Summer 2020 internships must be done 
remotely 


Instructor, Dr. Peter Jacques 


School of Politics, Security, and International Affairs, College of Sciences 


Number of Credit Hours: varies per registration 


Instructor Information  


Office Hrs: Monday & Tuesdays 9-11am (on zoom, email me first) 


Office: HPH 302 


Phone 407-823-2608 


FAX: 407-823-0051 


E-Mail Peter.Jacques@ucf.edu 


Teaching Assistants  


 N/A 


Course Information 


 Term: Spring 2020 
 Course Number & Section: 53046 
 Course Name: Internship 
 Credit Hours: See above 
 Class Meeting Days: N/A 
 Class Meeting Time: N/A 
 Class Location: Building and room: N/A 
 Course Modality: W 


Enrollment Requirements  


Course Prerequisites (if applicable): Junior Standing, or CI permission 
Course Co-requisites (if applicable): Course Instructor permission by restricted registration 


Course Description 


Internship working with the national, state, county or municipal government, civil society 
organizations, law offices, campaigns, or other approved site. Assignments with selected civic 
organizations, elected or appointed officials. May be repeated for credit.  







As a restricted registration course, the work here is agreed upon and signed by the departmental 
internship coordinator, the Chair, the College of Science, and the student. In addition to the 
coursework detailed in this syllabus, students are accepted to intern at an agreed upon location 
where they spend at least the agreed upon number of hours a week specified on the restricted 
registration and is relative to the course credit in order to gain professional experience and learn 
from the mentors at their site. This course may be repeated for credit, but only up to 6 credits can 
be applied to the major. Remaining credit is applied to upper division requirements.  


Course Materials and Resources 


Required Materials/Resources 


 None 


Optional Materials/Resources 


 None 


Student Learning Outcomes 


 Students will apply political science lessons to a real world work situation. 
 Students will reflect on the connections between their internship experience and political 


science concepts and professional expectations. 


 Internship objectives are to reflexively learn about the discipline of political science 
through experience in the field and through coursework that requires students to use 
discipline-specific knowledge and methods as a way to understand the field more 
completely. 


  


  


Course Activities 


Assignments 


  


10 Journal Entries 


Follow the directions for each entry. Minimum 250 words. Graded as pass/fail. 


  


Hours Worked Log 







This is worth ½ of your entire internship grade, and we may ask your supervisor for their 
assessment of these hours worked which can be a portion of this grade. Be sure to use the Hours 
Worked Form in webcourses and to meet with your supervisor to fill this form out both at the 
beginning and the end of your internship.  By the last day of classes, submit this document as a 
print-out and deliver it to the Department of Political Science or scan it and submit it via 
webcourses. 


3 Research Assignments:  
 
Use APA formatting and readability counts. 
 
1.     Research the origin of your organization and explain the organizational structure for an 
audience outside your organization. The goal is to help the public understand your organization 
better. Min. 500 words and 2 academic or news sources. 
 
2.     Explain the central political issues your organization works on and how they accomplish 
their goals from the voice of the organization’s lobbyist to Congressional hearing. Min 500 
words and 2 peer-reviewed journal articles. 
 
3.     Write an analytical paper on a central issue, e.g., security, homelessness, racism, voting 
rights, etc...—an issue area your organization works on. Use at least 5 peer reviewed journal 
articles about the issue, and write a minimum of 1500 words. 
 
a.     Explain the importance of the issue and what is at stake 
 
b.     Explain the important actors and their interests 
 
c.     Explain the central institutions (rules, laws, etc—not organizations) 
 
d.     Describe a solution or policy to this issue and explain why this is a good approach. 


Submissions 


All assignments are turned into Webcourses@UCF at the relevant assignment spot.  


Attendance/Participation 


Attendance is based on hours worked at the site as indicated on the restricted registration base on 
the following formula [2 x Credits Registered X 15] 


  


Make-up  Assignments 


The due dates in this class are flexible, but let me know if  you will miss a deadline by more than 
2 weeks. All assignments must be turned in by the last day of classes of the term. 







  


Assessment and Grading Procedures 


Grade Categories Description of the requirements 
Weight toward 
final grade 
(1000pnts) 


Journal Entries 
Daily logs organized and submitted 1x a 
week. 


250 


Hours worked 
Must use the Hours Worked Form 
available in webcourses 


500 


Research Assignments 
Turned in through various phases 
throughout the semester. 


250 


  


Letter Grade Points 


A 900-1000 


B 800-899 


C 700-799 


D 600-699 


F 599 or below 


  


Course Schedule 


 UCF Closed: 9/2 Labor Day, 11/11 Veterans Day, no classes 11/27 (offices still open) 
and UCF closed 11/28-11/30 Thanksgiving. 


 Withdrawal Deadline: 11/1, Last Day of Classes 12/4 
 See assignments for directions and due dates of assignments 


Core Policy Statements 
Missed Assignments/Make-Ups/Extra Credit 


 If you miss a deadline, talk to me about what happened. I am flexible on internship 
assignment due dates because sometimes there are varied start times, but all assignments 
must be in by the last day of classes. 


Attendance Policy 


As an online class, it is important to check in regularly, e.g., once a day. 







Other Policies 


When the following rules are violated, they can result in a grade deduction: 


 All communication must observe conventions of courtesy and professionalism: 


 Emails about questioning your grade are not allowed in this class. To further inquire 
about assigned grades you must come into office hours to see me to go over the 
assignment. 


 When you email me, please be polite. For example, use a polite greeting and avoid 
issuing demands. If there is a problem, come talk to me. 


 I do not accept work when you send it to me by email or late work unless you arrange it 
with me, so please don’t send me work you missed without talking to me about it. 
Likewise if you submit an assignment late, I won't grade it unless you talk to me about it.  


 General operating rules of the course: 


If you want me to regrade an assignment, I might agree but it will be a total reconsideration of 
your assignment, not just one looking for good things I missed. 


 I do not use the +/- system, except when I round up a final semester grade and this only 
happens when the student is within 5 points of the higher grade and has not missed any 
assignments. Thus, if I round a grade up from a C because the student fulfills these 
criteria, the grade assigned will be a B-. 


 I allow extra credit up until the day of withdraw in the semester. There is a maximum of 
one half of a letter grade available for EC over the whole semester grade for any class. If 
the course has an available 1000 points, then the most EC allowed is 50 points. 


o Up to 50 points may be earned by doing an outside book review. This book must 
be one you have not read, and which is NOT assigned for another course. I will 
consider this academic dishonesty; but, the reason is that the goal here is to widen 
your horizons. 


o Books must be approved by me and have some relevance to the course 
o Are 800-1000 words containing solid writing, explanations of the text, evaluation 


of the text, and connections to other literature. 
 You may also attend a public talk, which are often given by experts that come to UCF, 


and write a 2-page reaction paper. These papers are worth up to 25 points. I do not find 
the lectures for you, that is up to you, but you should get them approved by me first. 


 You may not ever take photographs or video in the classroom with your phone or any 
other device (in face-to-face classes). 


 If you are going to use audio recorders, you must ask. 
 I cannot take care of technical problems--- contact online@ucf.edu for this: 407-823- 


3808 
 Encyclopedias and dictionaries, such as Wikipedia are not good authoritative sources, 


and should only be used to orient yourself to a topic, so if you use these as citations for 
course assignments, you lower the quality of the essay and that will be reflected in the 
grade. 







 Likewise, do not cite my written lessons in webcourses as sources, these are essentially 
my lectures and not really citable; you want to stick to published sources, especially peer-
reviewed articles. 


 When pasting an essay into a textbox online, it helps if you go through the pasted essay 
and put paragraph breaks in manually to separate out the different paragraphs, since the 
text box will not use the formatting in from Word perfectly. Organization of the words 
matters because it reflects the organization of your thinking, so help me see this 
organization and you will score So, for example, the use of subheadings in your essays 
shows a plan and thought about how your essay is meant to build up and come together. 


 When doing any research, you will not involve human subjects unless we agree and an 
IRB approval is granted. Normally, this approach requires working on the project for 
multiple semesters. See here: 
http://www.research.ucf.edu/Compliance/IRB/Investigators/index.html if you are curious 
about what this is about. 


  


Academic Honesty 


Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of Conduct. According to Section 1, 
“Academic Misconduct,” students are prohibited from engaging in 


1. Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information 
or study aids in any academic exercise unless specifically authorized by the instructor of 
record. The unauthorized possession of examination or course-related material also 
constitutes cheating. 


2. Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral means: The 
presentation of material which has not been studied or learned, but rather was obtained 
through someone else’s efforts and used as part of an examination, course assignment, or 
project. 


3. Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to another person, 
student, and/or uploading course material to a third-party vendor without authorization or 
without the express written permission of the university and the instructor. Course 
materials include but are not limited to class notes, Instructor’s PowerPoints, course 
syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, instruction sheets, homework, study guides, handouts, etc. 


4. Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work. 
5. Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the source, 


thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s own. 
6. Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than once 


without the express written permission of the instructor. 
7. Helping another violate academic behavior standards. 


For more information about Academic Integrity, students may consult The Center for Academic 
Integrity. 







For more information about plagiarism and misuse of sources, see “Defining and Avoiding 
Plagiarism: The WPA Statement on Best Practices.”  


Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating 


Students should also familiarize themselves with the procedures for academic misconduct in 
UCF’s student handbook, The Golden Rule. UCF faculty members have a responsibility for 
students’ education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to prevent unethical behavior and 
when necessary respond to academic misconduct. Penalties can include a failing grade in an 
assignment or in the course, suspension or expulsion from the university, and/or a “Z 
Designation” on a student’s official transcript indicating academic dishonesty, where the final 
grade for this course will be preceded by the letter Z. For more information about the Z 
Designation, click here.  


  


For Dr. Jacques’ courses specifically: 


All essays need to correctly use APA citations in the text, e.g. (Smith, 2004), and then have a 
“Work Cited” list at the end with full citations (not abbreviations) unless expressly noted 
otherwise in assignment directions. You must do this properly, so if you don’t know, come to me 
to learn or some other source. 


Plagiarism and cheating - presenting another’s ideas, arguments, words or images as your own, 
using unauthorized material, or giving or accepting unauthorized help on assignments or tests - 
contradict the educational value of these exercises. Students who attempt to obtain unearned 
academic credentials that do not reflect their skills and knowledge can also undermine the value 
of the UCF degrees earned by their more honest peers. Using anything more than three words in 
a row from someone else without proper attribution will be considered plagiarism and misuse of 
academic sources (both are violations of UCF’s codes for academic integrity). Violations of 
academic integrity will be reported to the Office of Student Conduct. 


 It is MUCH better to fail an assignment honestly than to be caught cheating and fail the course 
with the Z mark on your transcript. 


Anytime you are using another person’s ideas, in any way (so even if you are not quoting them), 
you must professionally cite the material you use while observing the above rule. If you do not 
properly identify sources you have used you risk plagiarizing and misuse of sources. This is how 
you avoid this problem and correctly cite and note sources: 


 Using APA: An Example for citing in text and for work cited at the end 


 If I write: “Early on, H.S. Gordon established the classic collective action problem for fisheries, 
and even today we continue to erode the potential rent in almost all fisheries." there should be a 
citation in the text like below: 







 Early on, H.S. Gordon (1954) established the classic collective action problem for fisheries, and 
even today we continue to erode the potential rent in almost all 


fisheries." And, if you are using a quote from the source, you must also pinpoint the page 
number of the text it is taken from like: 


 “Xyz….,” (Gordon, 1954, page 123). If a quote is more than three sentences on your page, it is 
reported in a block quote without quotation marks, but this is the only exception to using 
quotation marks when using other people’s words—the quotation marks are the crucial 
mechanism that tells the reader you are using other people’s words. Good writers tend to use 
quotations strategically at important places in their writing for support. The block quote looks 
like the text below, which is a portion out of early draft of our article “Hurricanes and 
Hegemony,” I wrote with a Dr. Claire Knox in public administration. Note how each assertion is 
supported with a citation and the different conditions, like the use of “Ibid” and the bracketed 
word “can” that indicates it is not part of the quote but an addition from us to make it make sense 
in context: 


 Introduction 


 Richard Berman, CEO of the Washington DC Berman & Company consulting firm, gave a talk 
at a conventional energy industry meeting, which was subsequently recorded and leaked to the 
New York Times (Lipton, 2014) revealing counter-revolutionary efforts of the climate change 
countermovement (Brulle, 2013) that attacks environmental groups, unions, and animal rights 
organizations: 


People always ask me…: ‘How do I know that I won’t be found out as a supporter of what 
you’re doing?’ …We run all of this stuff through nonprofit organizations that are insulated from 
having to disclose donors. There is total anonymity. People don’t know who supports us 
(Berman quoted in Lipton, 2014, online). 


At this meeting, Berman collected “six figure contributions from some of the executives in the 
room – and then [can] hide their role in funding his campaigns” (Ibid, online) to attack 
environmental regulation as an attack on consumer freedom, but it was clear that the real 
interests at stake were those of the bourgeoisie class in the room. These are counter-
revolutionary efforts, or efforts to suppress social change and protect capitalist class structures 
and interests (Marcuse, 1972). 


Then, at the end of your document (no separate pages needed) there must be a list of sources 
cited in the text: 
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 Finally, … 


 In order to deter plagiarism, some assignments may use http://www.turnitin.com.., (Links to an 
external site.)Links to an external site. an automated system which instructors can use to quickly 
and easily compare each student's assignment with billions of web sites, as well as an enormous 
database of student papers that grows with each submission. 


Accessibility Statement 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all 
persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students 
with disabilities who need accommodations in this course must contact the professor at the 
beginning of the semester to discuss needed accommodations. No accommodations will be 
provided until the student has met with the professor to request accommodations. Students who 
need accommodations must connect with Student Accessibility Services (Links to an external 
site.)Links to an external site., Ferrell Commons, 7F, Room 185, phone (407) 823-2371, 
TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting accommodations from the professor. 


  


Campus and Online Safety 


Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise during class, everyone needs to work 
together. Students should be aware of their surroundings and familiar with some basic safety and 
security concepts.  


  


 In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance. 







 Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall near the 
door. Students should make a note of the guide’s physical location and review the online 
version at http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html. 


 Students should know the evacuation routes from each of their classrooms and have a 
plan for finding safety in case of an emergency. 


 If there is a medical emergency during class, students may need to access a first-aid kit or 
AED (Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those are located, 
see http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/workplacesafety.html (click on link from menu on left). 


 To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text 
alerts by going to ucf.edu and logging in. Click on “Student Self Service” located on the 
left side of the screen in the toolbar, scroll down to the blue “Personal Information” 
heading on the Student Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the information, 
including e-mail address, cell phone number, and cell phone provider, click “Apply” to 
save the changes, and then click “OK.” 


 Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their 
instructors outside of class. 


 To learn about how to manage an active-shooter situation on campus or elsewhere, 
consider viewing this video. 


Online: 


Though most emergency situations are primarily relevant to courses that meet in person, such 
incidents can also impact online students, either when they are on or near campus to participate 
in other courses or activities or when their course work is affected by off-campus emergencies. 
The following policies apply to courses in online modalities.  


 To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text 
alerts by going to ucf.edu and logging in. Click on “Student Self Service” located on the 
left side of the screen in the toolbar, scroll down to the blue “Personal Information” 
heading on the Student Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the information, 
including e-mail address, cell phone number, and cell phone provider, click “Apply” to 
save the changes, and then click “OK.” 


 Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their 
instructors outside of class. 


  


Active Duty Military 


Students who are deployed active duty military and/or National Guard personnel and require 
accommodation should contact their instructors as soon as possible after the semester begins 
and/or after they receive notification of deployment to make related arrangements. 


Copyright 







This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, images, text 
materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use doctrine in order to 
enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, download or distribute these 
items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for this online classroom environment and 
your use only. All copyright materials are credited to the copyright holder. 


Third-Party Software and FERPA 


During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or software 
applications sometimes called third-party software such as a blog or wiki. While some of these 
could be required assignments, you need not make any personally identifying information on a 
public site. Do not post or provide any private information about yourself or your classmates. 
Where appropriate you may use a pseudonym or nickname. Some written assignments posted 
publicly may require personal reflection/comments, but the assignments will not require you to 
disclose any personally identity-sensitive information. If you have any concerns about this, 
please contact your instructor. 
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Professor Nikola Mirilovic


Honors Directed Reading I (Ind Study) (POS 4903H - C260)
Credit: 3 Units


University of Central Florida, Summer 2020


Office Phillips Hall 311 D


Office hours by appointment


Voice 407 823-2984


Email Nikola.mirilovic@ucf.edu


Course Description: The student will work on his Honors Undergraduate Thesis research on Cuban 
Americans’ political views.


Course Goals: The student will improve his research and her knowledge of the relevant literature.  


Course Design: The student will meet with the thesis chair roughly twice a month (via Zoom) to discuss 
his research. 


Requirements: The final grade will be based on the discussions about the research while meeting with 
the professor (10%), an early draft literature review (30% of the final grade, due June 17), and an early 
draft of the thesis (60% of the final grade, due July 20).


Make-Up Assignments for Authorized University Events or Co-curricular Activities: Students who 
represent the university in an authorized event or activity (for example, student-athletes) and who are 
unable to meet a course deadline due to a conflict with that event must provide the instructor with 
documentation in advance to arrange a make-up. No penalty will be applied. For more information, see 
the UCF policy at <http://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-
401.2MakeUpAssignmentsorAuthUnivEventsorCocurricularActivities.pdf>


Assignment Lateness Policy: the penalty for submitting an assignment late is 10 points (one letter 
grade) for each calendar day of lateness (i.e., an A lab assignment submitted a day late will receive a 
grade of B; if submitted two days late it will receive a grade of C, etc.). Assignments submitted after a 
graded assignment has been returned to the other students will not be accepted. 


Academic Activity and Financial Aid: All instructors/faculty are required to document students’ 
academic activity at the beginning of each course. In order to document that you began this course, 
please complete the following academic activity no later than Friday of the first week of class: on the 
course page on Webcourses, post a brief description (up to a paragraph) of why you are interested in 
taking this course. Failure to do so will result in a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid (but this 
academic activity is not graded and has no impact on your final grade).



the UCF policy at <http://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4
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Course Prerequsites/Corequisites: include those of the Burnett Honors College.


UCF Academic Integrity Statement: Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of Conduct 
at http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/process/roc. According to Section 1, “Academic Misconduct,” students are 
prohibited from engaging in


Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information or 
study aids in any academic exercise unless specifically authorized by the instructor of record. The 
unauthorized possession of examination or course-related material also constitutes cheating.


Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral means: The presentation 
of material which has not been studied or learned, but rather was obtained through someone else’s 
efforts and used as part of an examination, course assignment, or project.


Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to another person, student, 
and/or uploading course material to a third-party vendor without authorization or without the express 
written permission of the university and the instructor. Course materials include but are not limited to 
class notes, Instructor’s PowerPoints, course syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, instruction sheets, homework, 
study guides, handouts, etc.


Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work.
Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the source, thereby 


attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s own.
Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than once without 


the express written permission of the instructor.
Helping another violate academic behavior standards.


For more information about Academic Integrity, consult the International Center for Academic Integrity
http://academicintegrity.org


For more information about plagiarism and misuse of sources, see “Defining and Avoiding Plagiarism:
The WPA Statement on Best Practices” <http://wpacouncil.org/node/9>.


Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating
Students should also familiarize themselves with the procedures for academic misconduct in UCF’s 
student handbook, The Golden Rule <http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/docs/goldenrule.pdf>. UCF faculty 
members have a responsibility for students’ education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to 
prevent unethical behavior and when necessary respond to academic misconduct. Penalties can include 
a failing grade in an assignment or in the course, suspension or expulsion from the university, and/or a 
“Z Designation” on a student’s official transcript indicating academic dishonesty, where the final grade 
for this course will be preceded by the letter Z. For more information about the Z Designation, see 
<http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade>. 


In-Class Recording Policy
Outside of the notetaking and recording services offered by Student Accessibility Services, the creation 
of an audio or video recording of all or part of a class for personal use is allowed only with the advance 
and explicit written consent of the instructor. Such recordings are only acceptable in the context of 
personal, private studying and notetaking and are not authorized to be shared with anyone without the 
separate written approval of the instructor.



at http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/process/roc. According to Sectio

http://academicintegrity.org

http://wpacouncil.org/node/9

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/docs/goldenrule.pdf

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade
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Unauthorized Use of Class Materials
There are many fraudulent websites claiming to offer study aids to students but are actually cheat sites. 
They encourage students to upload course materials, such as test questions, individual assignments, and 
examples of graded material. Such materials are the intellectual property of instructors, the university, 
or publishers and may not be distributed without prior authorization. Students who engage in such 
activity are in violation of academic conduct standards and may face penalties.


Course Accessibility Statement: The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and 
inclusion for all persons with disabilities. Students with disabilities who need disability-related access in 
this course should contact the professor as soon as possible. Students should also connect with Student 
Accessibility Services (SAS) http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/ (Ferrell Commons 185, sas@ucf.edu, phone 407-
823-2371). Through Student Accessibility Services, a Course Accessibility Letter may be created and sent 
to professors, which informs faculty of potential access and accommodations that might be reasonable. 
Determining reasonable access and accommodations requires consideration of the course design, 
course learning objectives and the individual academic and course barriers experienced by the student.


Campus Safety Statement: Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise during class, 
everyone needs to work together. Students should be aware of their surroundings and familiar with 
some basic safety and security concepts. 


 In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance. 
 Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall near the door. 


Students should make a note of the guide’s physical location and review the online version at 
http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html. 


 Students should know the evacuation routes from each of their classrooms and have a plan for 
finding safety in case of an emergency.


 If there is a medical emergency during class, students may need to access a first-aid kit or AED 
(Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those are located, see 
http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/AEDlocations-UCF (click on link from menu on left).


 To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text alerts by 
going to https://my.ucf.edu and logging in. Click on “Student Self Service” located on the left 
side of the screen in the toolbar, scroll down to the blue “Personal Information” heading on the 
Student Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the information, including e-mail address, 
cell phone number, and cell phone provider, click “Apply” to save the changes, and then click 
“OK.”


 Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their instructors 
outside of class.


 To learn about how to manage an active-shooter situation on campus or elsewhere, consider 
viewing this video (https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk). 


Deployed Active Duty Military Students: Students who are deployed active duty military and/or 
National Guard personnel and require accommodation should contact their instructors as soon as 
possible after the semester begins and/or after they receive notification of deployment to make related 
arrangements.



Accessibility Services (SAS) http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/ (Ferrell Commons 185, sas@ucf.edu, phone 407

http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html

http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/AEDloc
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Religious observances: Students must notify their instructor in advance if they intend to miss class for a 
religious observance. For more information, see the UCF policy at 
<http://regulations.ucf.edu/chapter5/documents/5.020ReligiousObservancesFINALJan19.pdf>.


University Writing Center: Address and contact info: Colbourn Hall 105; Satellite Locations: Main 
Library, Rosen Library, Online; 407-823-2197 http://uwc.cah.ucf.edu/


The University Writing Center (UWC) offers writing support to students from first-year to graduate in 
every discipline. Tutors provide help at every stage of the writing process, including understanding 
assignments, researching, drafting, revising, incorporating sources, and learning to proofread and edit. 
The UWC’s purpose is not merely to fix or edit papers, but to teach writing strategies that can be applied 
to any writing situation. Consultations are available for individuals and small groups. You may schedule a 
45-minute appointment by clicking the Success Resources tab on Webcourses, calling the UWC at 407-
823-2197, or through the UWC website.


Grading Scale:


Letter Grade Points 
A 93 – 100 points 
A‐ 90 – 92 points 
B+ 87 – 89 points 
B 83 – 86 points 
B‐ 80 – 82 points 
C+ 77 – 79 points 
C 73 – 76 points 
C‐ 70 – 72 points 
D+ 67 – 69 points 
D 63 – 66 points 
D‐ 60 – 62 points 
F 59 and below 



<http://regulations.ucf.edu/chapter5/documents/5.020ReligiousObservancesFINALJan19.pdf>.

http://uwc.cah.ucf.edu/
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Course Schedule


June 17: an early draft literature review due


July 20: an early draft of the thesis due


Note: This syllabus is subject to change at the instructor’s discretion if necessary, in which case an 
updated syllabus will be posted on Webcourses.


Professor’s signature


Student’s signature





				2020-05-08T16:34:03-0400

		Not specified

		I am the author of this document
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COURSE OUTLINE 
POT 3302-DW60 (55688), Summer 2020 


Modern Political Ideologies 
Department of Political Science 


College of Sciences, University of Central Florida 
3 credit hours 


  
 
Instructor: Dr. Daniel Marien, Daniel.Marien@ucf.edu 
Teaching Assistants:  Douglas Namur and Santosh Sapkota 


 
Office Hours: make appointment via email for a phone conversation.  
The instructor is available any day of the week and would be please to talk to you. 
There is no need to cancel work or skip class for us to talk over the phone.  
 
 
I. Course Description  
 


Ideologies are sets of ideas inspiring, guiding, and justifying political behavior, 
social institutions, and government policy. They help make sense of the world 
around us. They guide political action. They structure political identity for some 
people and some organizations, such as political parties. As such, they are 
important and inescapable features of modern politics. 
 
Some ideologies have led to great achievements. Think of the emergence of 
representative governments elected by all citizens -- the result of liberal, socialist 
and feminist pressures. Or again, think of the equalization of gender statuses in 
both law and social practices in response to feminism.  
 
However, ideologies have also moved people to commit terrible deeds in the name 
of dubious abstractions. Think of the systematic killing of European Jews by 
Nazism in the name of German national redemption and racial purity. Think of the 
cruel internment of millions of so-called “dissidents” in Soviet labor camps in the 
name of building a workers’ paradise. 
 
In brief, this course examines the ideologies that contributed to shape global 
politics in the 20th and 21st century.  
 


  



mailto:Daniel.Marien@ucf.edu

mailto:Daniel.Marien@ucf.edu
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II. Course Materials 
 
 
You will need to have ready access to the following: 
 
Terrence Ball, Richard Dagger and Daniel O’Neill 
Political Ideologies and the Democratic Ideal. 
Routledge, 11th edition, ISBN: 9780367235116.  AVOID EARLIER EDITIONS 
 
 
III. Basic Course Expectations 
 
Students are expected to: (1) always have a working connection to the internet; (2) to 
promptly procure the textbook; (3) to take quizzes and submit postings in due time in 
normal circumstances; (4) to engage class participants in a respectful manner meeting 
the ECP standards. (The ECP assignment stands in addition to the weekly discussion 
postings. See ECP Grading Standards in Files); (5) to respect the rules of academic 
honesty, in particular never to present text not their own as their own wording. (6) In 
most cases to paraphrase contents from the text book rather than use direct quotes.   
 
 


 
IV. Student Learning Outcomes  
 
LO-1: Students will be able to describe with a high degree of accuracy the central 
values, main ideas, and assumptions of the major political ideologies influencing the 
modern political world, namely: liberalism, libertarianism, conservatism, 
Nazism/fascism, communism, social-democracy, green politics, feminism, identity 
politics, and radical Islamic fundamentalism.   
 
LO-2: Students will be able to describe with a high degree of accuracy how the triadic 
model of freedom (agent, obstacle, goal) is variously defined in all the ideologies listed 
above.  
 
LO-3: Students will be able to describe with a high degree of accuracy how all 
ideologies arbitrarily and uncritically fix and reduce what are essentially 
multidimensional, equivocal and contested concepts such as democracy, liberty, 
equality, and human nature.  
 
LO-4: In their final essay, students will be able to describe with a high degree of 
accuracy conflicting arguments about a specific issue and render a reasoned judgment 
on the issue.  
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V. Assessment Overview 
 
NOTE: The semester unfolds in 8 ½ weeks. Week 1 starts on Monday 5/11 and ends 
on Monday 5/18. Week 2 starts on Monday 5/18 and ends on Monday 5/25 and so on. 
The Final Essay is due on Thursday July 9 at 11:59 PM, in the middle of Week 9.  
 


Assessment Overview 
 


WHAT 
Description 


WHEN 
Deadlines 


WORTH 
Points 


WHY 
Purpose 


 
 
 


Before Course  
Perception of 


Ideologies 
 
 


 
 
 


Friday 5/15, 11:59pm 
Attach file labeled: 


LASTNAME_Before 
 
 
 


 
 
 


1 
 


 
 
 


 


 
 
 


Frees up your 
financial aid and 


prepares your After-
Course Statement.  


 


 
 


Weekly Quiz 
Average 


Each quiz is over 40 
points. An average is 
used to compute the 
final course grade  


 


 
 


Weeks 1-7  
by Monday Evenings 


11:59 P.M.  
due 5/18 to 6/29 


 
 


 
 
 


40 


 
 


Verify mastery of 
subject matter with 


multiple choice 
questions. 


 


 
Weekly Discussion 


Post Average  
Each weekly post is 
over 30 points. An 
average is used to 
compute the final 


course grade 
 


 
 


Weeks 1-7  
by Monday Evenings 


11:59 P.M.  
due 5/18 to 6/29 


 


 
 


30 


 
Verify mastery of 


subject matter with 
narrative questions 


and develop 
evaluation of ideas 


 


 
 


Two ECP Posts 
 


Engaging class 
participants with 


respectful and well 
thought out 


 
 


Closes by 6/29 
 


Post in the Regular 
Weekly Discussion 


Boards right after the 
post you engage. 


 
 


12 
 


6 for each 
ECP Original 


 


 
 
 
 


Active dialogue with 
classmates about 


evaluation of ideas.  
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disagreement on 
their answers to 


Evaluation 
Questions. 


 
 


 


Mark your post as ECP 
Original or ECP 


Response  
 
 
 


2 for each 
ECP 


Response. 


 
 


After Course 
Perception of 


Ideologies 
 
 


 
 


Monday 7/6, 11:59 PM 
Upload file labelled: 
LASTNAME_After 


 


 
 


2 


 
Incentivize students 


to reflect on, and 
evaluate, their 


learning.  


 
Final Essay 


1,500 to 2,000 words 
On one of several 
pre-set questions 


with obligatory 
assigned sources 


 


 
Due Thursday July 9 


at 11:59 PM 
Upload a file in 
Webcourses 


Labelled: 
LASTNAME_Essay 


 


 
 


15 
 


 
Demonstrate 


understanding of 
conflicting 


arguments and 
articulate reasoned 
judgment about a 


controversial issue.  
 


TOTAL 
 


  
100 


 


 
 


HOW TO FIGURE YOUR FINAL COURSE GRADE: 
 
The grade totals in the Canvas Grade Book can be misleading. To more reliably figure 
out your standing in the course, follow the simple method described below. 
 
Enter your personal scores for these values:   
 


Before/After    (over     3 points) 
+ Bi-Weekly Quiz aver. (over   40 points) 
+    Bi-Weekly Post aver.  (over   30 points) 
+   ECPs     (over   12 points) 
+   Final Essay   (over   15 points)    
________________________________________   
=   Total Points Earned  (over 100 points) 
 
Then convert that numerical total into a letter grade in accordance with the Grading 
Scale below.  
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Grading Scale (%) 
94-100  A 
90-93   A- 
87-89       B+ 
84-86  B 
80-83   B- 
77-79   C+ 
74-76  C 
70-73   C- 
67-69    D+ 
64-66  D 
60-63   D- 
0 - 59  F 


 
 


HOW TO FIGURE YOUR COURSE GRADE 
BEFORE THE SEMESTER IS OVER 


 
You cannot predict exactly what course grade you will receive at the end of the 
semester since some assignments are still outstanding at this time. But you may get a 
sense of where you stand by using the formula above and adapt it to the scores that 
are known at the time you make this calculation. It is all very simple. Recalculate the 
denominator for the known scores and compare the known scores to that. Transform 
that fraction into a percentage and it will give you an idea of “where you stand” in the 
course so far.   
 
Thus: 
You average out your quiz scores                 = ?? over 40  + 
Then add you average out your Disc Post scores       = ?? over 30  + 
Then you add your Before score                        =   ? over   1  + 
ECP score        =  ?? over 12 +  
________________________________________________________ 
New denominator:           ?? over 83 TOTAL 
 
For example: 
Assuming that your known scores add up to 72, then that is 72 (numerator) over 83 
(denominator), or 72/83. To obtain a percentage: 72 divided by 83 = 0.8674 or 86%.   
 
Of course, it not entirely legitimate to project from there that you will necessarily receive 
86% (B) as the final course grade since scores for some assignments are still 
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outstanding. You may get strong scores in the remaining assignments and cross over in 
A territory. Or you may do a poor job on these assignments and drop in C territory. Still, 
this simple calculation can give you an idea of where you stand in the class at a given 
moment before the semester ends.  
 
 
 
VI. Course Prerequisites 
 


Course prerequisites include an open mind and a readiness to reflect on the 
subject matter.  There are no prerequisites in the sense of having completed 
specific previous courses beyond English Composition.  


 
VII.  Course Credits 
         3 credits 
 
 
VIII.  Course Schedule 


 
The Weekly Discussion Board updates the Course Outline: in case of a 
discrepancy between the Course Outline and the Discussion Board of the 
week, the Weekly Discussion Board is correct.  


 
 
  
Week 1, Monday 5/11 to Monday 5/18:  What is an Ideology? 
What is Democracy? 


 
Read the Course Outline. 
Read Ball et al., chapters 1 and 2  
 
Turn in your BEFORE course submission before Friday 5/15 at 11:59 PM, upload a 
Word file labelled with your last name, ex.: NAME_Before. 
 
Take the Quiz and Post your answers in the Week 1 Discussion Board (before 
Monday evening May 18 at 11:59 P.M.). Submissions will be accepted until Monday 
5/25 to accommodate students delayed in procuring the textbook.    


 
Instructor’s Remarks and or video documents will occasionally be assigned on any 
given week. Follow the instructions given in the Weekly Discussion Board.  


 
This sequence of quiz and discussion questions is repeated weekly from Week 1 until 
Week 7.   
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Week 8 and a portion of Week 9 are occupied with the composition of the Final Essay.  
 


 
Week 2, May 18 to May 25:  Liberalism 
 


• Read Ball et al., chapter 3 Liberalism. 
 


Week 3, May 25 to June 1:  Conservatism 
 


• Read Ball et al., chapter 4 Conservatism. 
 


Week 4, June 1 to June 8:  Socialism 
 


• Read Ball and Dagger, chapters 5 and 6. 
 


 
Week 5, June 8 to June 15:  Fascism 


 
• Read Ball and Dagger, chapter 7. 


 
Week 6, June 15 to June 22: Identity Politics 
 


• Read Ball et al. chapter 8.  
 
 


Week 7, June 22 to June 29: Green Politics + Radical Islam 
 


• Read Ball et al. chapters 8 and 9.  
 
 
Weeks 8-9, June 29 to July 9: Final Essay Composition 


 
• Composition of an essay on one of several pre-set questions with obligatory 


sources.  
• See the Final Essay Grading Standards document in Files for more details.  
• Due: Thursday July 9 at 11:59 PM.  
• Upload your essay in a Word file labelled with your last name. 


 
 
 
IX. Policy Statements 
 
Make-up Exams and Assignments 
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Per university policy, you are allowed to submit make-up work (or an equivalent, 
alternate assignment) for university-sponsored events, religious observances, or legal 
obligations (such as jury duty). If this participation conflicts with your course 
assignments, I will offer a reasonable opportunity for you to complete missed 
assignments and/or exams. The make-up assignment and grading scale will be 
equivalent to the missed assignment and its grading scale. Please contact me ahead of 
time to notify me of upcoming needs. 
 
Weekly Discussion posts can only be accepted in the relevant weekly discussion board. 
They cannot be accepted via email to the instructor. Discussion posts sent to the 
instructor’s email will not be credited.  
 
 
Academic Integrity 
 
Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of Conduct. According to 
Section 1, "Academic Misconduct," students are prohibited from engaging in: 
 


• Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, 
information or study aids in any academic exercise unless specifically authorized 
by the instructor of record. The unauthorized possession of examination or 
course-related material also constitutes cheating. 


• Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral means: The 
presentation of material which has not been studied or learned, but rather was 
obtained through someone else’s efforts and used as part of an examination, 
course assignment, or project. 


• Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to another 
person, student, and/or uploading course material to a third-party vendor without 
authorization or without the express written permission of the university and the 
instructor. Course materials include but are not limited to class notes, Instructor’s 
PowerPoints, course syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, instruction sheets, homework, 
study guides, handouts, etc. 


• Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work. 
• Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the 


source, thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the 
student’s own. 


• Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than 
once without the express written permission of the instructor. 


• Helping another violate academic behavior standards. 
• AND Marien’s own addition to UCF policy: the listing of works cited not 


materially used in a post or essay also constitutes a breach of academic honesty. 
It misrepresents the depth of research done.  


 
For more information about Academic Integrity, students may consult The Center for 
Academic Integrity. 



http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/process/roc

http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/process/roc

http://www.academicintegrity.org/icai/assets/FVProject.pdf

http://www.academicintegrity.org/icai/assets/FVProject.pdf

http://www.academicintegrity.org/icai/assets/FVProject.pdf

http://www.academicintegrity.org/icai/assets/FVProject.pdf
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For more information about plagiarism and misuse of sources, see “Defining and 
Avoiding Plagiarism: The WPA Statement on Best Practices”. 
 
Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating 
 
Students should also familiarize themselves with the procedures for academic 
misconduct in UCF’s student handbook, The Golden Rule. UCF faculty members have 
a responsibility for students’ education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to 
prevent unethical behavior and when necessary respond to academic misconduct. 
Penalties can include a failing grade in an assignment or in the course, suspension or 
expulsion from the university, and/or a "Z Designation" on a student’s official transcript 
indicating academic dishonesty, where the final grade for this course will be preceded 
by the letter Z. For more information about the Z Designation, see 
http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade. 
 
Turinitin.com:  
In this course the instructor may utilize turnitin.com, an automated system which 
instructors can use to quickly and easily compare each student's assignment with 
billions of web sites, as well as an enormous database of student papers that grows 
with each submission. The instructor submits your texts to Turnitin at his discretion. 
Student found guilty of plagiarism will receive a failing grade for the entire course and 
may incur additional penalties.  
 
In particular, weekly postings must be original. To ensure originality, students are 
not able to view classmates’ posts before they have themselves posted in the 
Discussion Board. Students are also not able to edit their postings after having posted it 
in the Discussion Board. It is strongly recommended that you compose your post in 
a word processing file, review it there for content and style and only then paste 
the final product in the Discussion Board.  
 
I also expect that your answers to reading comprehension question will be mostly 
paraphrasing the textbook as opposed to quoting it directly.  
 
Quizzes are individual exercises with open access to the materials but limited time to 
answer the questions.  
 
Course Accessibility Statement 
 
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all 
persons with disabilities. Students with disabilities who need disability-related access in 
this course should contact the professor as soon as possible. Students should also 
connect with Student Accessibility Services (Ferrell Commons 185, sas@ucf.edu, 
phone (407) 823-2371). Through Student Accessibility Services, a Course Accessibility 
Letter may be created and sent to professors, which informs faculty of potential access 
and accommodations that might be reasonable. Determining reasonable access and 



http://wpacouncil.org/node/9

http://wpacouncil.org/node/9

http://wpacouncil.org/node/9

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/docs/goldenrule.pdf

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/docs/goldenrule.pdf

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade

http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

mailto:sas@ucf.edu

mailto:sas@ucf.edu
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accommodations requires consideration of the course design, course learning 
objectives and the individual academic and course barriers experienced by the student. 
 
Campus Safety Statement 
Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise in our class, everyone needs 
to work together. Students should be aware of the surroundings and familiar with some 
basic safety and security concepts. 


• In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance. 
• Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall 


near the door. Please make a note of the guide’s physical location and consider 
reviewing the online version at http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html.  


• Students should know the evacuation routes from each of their classrooms and 
have a plan for finding safety in case of an emergency. 


• If there is a medical emergency during class, we may need to access a first aid 
kit or AED (Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those items are 
located in this building, see http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/workplacesafety.html (click on 
link from menu on left).  


• To stay informed about emergency situations, sign up to receive UCF text alerts 
by going to my.ucf.edu and logging in. Click on "Student Self Service" located on 
the left side of the screen in the tool bar, scroll down to the blue "Personal 
Information" heading on your Student Center screen, click on "UCF Alert," fill out 
the information, including your e-mail address, cell phone number, and cell 
phone provider, click "Apply" to save the changes, and then click "OK." 


• Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with 
their instructors outside of class. 


• To learn about how to manage an active-shooter situation on campus or 
elsewhere, consider viewing this video. You CAN Survive an Active Shooter 
 


Deployed Active Duty Military Students 
If you are a deployed active duty military student and feel that you may need a special 
accommodation due to that unique status, please contact your instructor to discuss your 
circumstances. 
 
Copyright 
This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, 
images, text materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use 
doctrine in order to enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, 
download or distribute these items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for 
this online classroom environment and your use only. All copyright materials are 
credited to the copyright holder. 
 
Third-Party Software and FERPA 
During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or 
software applications sometimes called third-party software such as a blog or wiki. 
While some of these could be required assignments, you need not make any personally 
identifying information on a public site. Do not post or provide any private information 



http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html

http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html

http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/workplacesafety.html

http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/workplacesafety.html

http://my.ucf.edu/

http://my.ucf.edu/

https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk

https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk
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about yourself or your classmates. Where appropriate you may use a pseudonym or 
nickname. Some written assignments posted publicly may require personal 
reflection/comments, but the assignments will not require you to disclose any personally 
identity-sensitive information. If you have any concerns about this, please contact your 
instructor.   
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Summer 2020 


PUP 3203 (56302) Environmental Politics 


 


 Pre-requisites:  ENC 1102 or POS 2041 or course instructor permission. Meeting times: 
this class is online in webcourses. 


Instructor Contact 


Instructor: Professor Peter J. Jacques, Ph.D. 


 Office Hours: Wednesdays and Thursdays 9:30-11:30 


HPH 302 


407-823-2608 


Peter.Jacques@ucf.edu  (urgent issues) 


Coursemail for all normal issues 


Some expectations: 


 I normally will try to respond to email within 24 hours during the work week; I may not 
check email on the weekend. 


 We try to have assignments graded within a week of submission, but sometimes it simply 
takes longer, so please be patient. Also, as a large research university, I use a Teaching 
Assistant to do a lot of the grading. I train the TA and test the reliability of each TA to 
ensure fidelity to the course goals. Be sure to treat the TA with respect.  Still, I try to 
make sure to personally grade one of your assignments, rotating through a new group 
each module so everyone gets feedback from me-- however, the best way to get 
feedback from me is to come into office hours.  


 The kind of feedback you will receive will be through rubrics, text comments, and 
sometimes we will mark up you document with comments-- so be sure to look at the 
original document. 


Course Description 


The catalogue reads: “An examination of politics and policymaking concerning issues of 
conservation, pollution and development of land, air, and water resources”. In this class we will 
survey several topics and dimensions of environmental politics, primarily as they relate to 
domestic US concerns including the dynamics and history of environmentalism and the 







environmental movement, common pool resource problems, environmental justice concerns, and 
the regulatory conditions for making policy. 


Intended Student Learning Objectives 


 In this course you will do more than learn material, though there is lot to learn! The 
course objectives here work on several levels. 


Academic: Students will assess and evaluate a broad history of U.S. environmentalism, 
anti- environmentalism, and thinking.  Students will compare environmental ethics and 
policy, common pool and collective action problems in the environment, environmental 
justice, and the general institutional environment within which environmental policies are 
made (or ignored). 


 Given propositions about environmental politics, the student will critique essays with 
increasing proficiency across the term.  


 Given readings and lecture/written lectures in environmental politics and history, the 
student will recognize key concepts in exams with a 70 or better across four exams. 


 Given an environmental problem, the student will develop essays which are logical, 
cogent, supported by evidence, and proficiently expressed. 


  


Civic: Students will evaluate, synthesize and apply models of civic theory to 
environmental problems. We will confront and interrogate what it means to be a citizen 
of a community, and how ecology interacts with our expectations of civic responsibility. 


Personal: In addition to learning, students of this course will reflect upon the notion of 
service, and consider their own expectations for environmental citizenship in a changing 
Earth system.  


Students will devote time and energy with others working on environmental challenges to 
think about how the good life and ecology intersect. 


Course Materials and Resources 


 Environmental Policy Paradox, 7th edition by Zachary Smith, published by Taylor. --- 
(referred to as EPP here). 


 The Monkeywrench Gang, Edward Abbey 
 New York Times at least 3x weekly, freely available at the library. If you subscribe make 


sure you say you want the cheaper student subscription. 


Course Rationale 







General approach:  Read. Write. Get feedback, evaluate your peer’s work, re-think, revise, take 
the exam. We will strengthen our thinking and writing while we come to understand US 
environmental politics in a thorough manner. Every first submission of every essay is a draft 
because writing/thinking is iterative and requires editing.  Revision is required to advance our 
thinking. You will review several drafts of your peers and you will receive several reviews of 
your essays. We will not grade or read your first drafts, so you have a low-stakes opportunity to 
take chances and fail before the larger grade. You will then submit a final draft of every essay, 
but in order to have these graded there must be a complete first draft submitted on time. If your 
rough draft is turned in late, the final essay will only be worth up to 50 points. We will accept 
late drafts up to two days after the rough draft deadline. 


Exams: Exams open the Thursday of the last week of the module, and close that Saturday; you 
may take the exam anytime during this period, but the structure of the course is designed to let 
you think about the material, turn in your final draft paper on Friday, then take the exam 
afterward. These are 75 minute exams, 50 questions, 100 points available each, all based on 
course material of the specific module and are found in the “Quizzes” section of Canvas. You 
can only take the exam once, you have 75 minutes, and typically the answers are "all or 
nothing"- that is they won't register partial credit for partially correct answers. Likewise-- when 
choosing the answer "all answers listed" do not tick the remaining options, the exam will count 
them as incorrect, so if you want to choose "all of the answers listed", only choose that answer. 


NOTE FROM UCF ADMINISTRATION: All faculty are required to document students’ 
academic activity at the beginning of each course. In order to document that you began this 
course, please complete the syllabus quiz by the end of the first week of classes or as soon as 
possible after adding the course. Failure to do so may result in a delay in the disbursement of 
your financial aid. 


Course Evaluation and Grading 


ESSAY AND PEER-REVIEW DIRECTIONS. SEE WEBCOURSES FOR DUE DATES 
AND TIMES OF EACH ASSIGNMENT 


 Each essay will have specific directions about how to focus your thoughts in their respective 
assignment area in webcourses.  


 IMPORTANT -- FIRST DRAFT CRITERIA: 


First drafts of essays MUST adhere to the following in order for you to receive a grade on 
the final draft. If you fall short, you may come in to office hours to explain what happened 
and receive up to 60 points for your final draft. 


 Have between 1000-1200 words 
 Cite three assigned readings from the current module—that means the reading listed here 


in the syllabus in each respective module-- and one article from the assigned newspaper, 
unless otherwise directed in the assignment. Please use APA unless directed otherwise. 







Understand that you do not receive a grade for your first draft, and we do not read your first draft 
in order to allow you to take risks and experiment. We only check it for minimum criteria. Your 
grade is actually based on your peer-reviews, below.  


Criteria for Peer-Review (models of peer-reviews can be found here) 


 You will receive a grade of up to 50 points for conducting peer-reviews, which are done 
in small groups where you submit your first draft. 


 You will be working in the same peer-review group through the term unless there is need 
to move someone. Review at least 2 peers’ essays each round (so if you are in a group of 
5 do at least 2 and make sure everyone in the group is reviewed); if there is only 1 essays 
to review, just do what is available and there is no penalty. 


 This will take time—probably 30 minutes for each paper, plan for it.  
 You will be graded on your ability to evaluate and think about other people’s 


propositions, which means thinking about the substance of the position, its support, 
articulation, and logic. Do not try to protect the author’s feelings—don’t be purposefully 
mean-- but cut to the chase as a favor to them and as practice honing your evaluative 
abilities. Do not suggest revisions, you are merely responding to the paper based on the 
guidelines below. These reviews, counter-intuitively, are not for the benefit of the writer, 
but for increasing the reflexive judgement-- critical thinking—of the reader. 


 Respond to the paper on each these grounds, and number your answers in accordance 
with each question (you need not restate the question in your review):  


1. Re-phrase the author’s thesis/proposition.  
2. Identify the evidence used for this proposition. Does this evidence come from 


assigned reading?  Is each support used a) in passing  b) with some detail from the 
reading  c) with more than three details from the reading. Finally, is the evidence 
sufficient? 


3. What are the writer’s assumptions? Show support for your identified assumptions. 
(tip: the assumptions can be derived from the thesis if you have understood the 
thesis correctly) 


4. What are the consequences of this proposition? Who will gain and who will lose 
from this proposition? Who will it empower?  


5. What is the effect of this proposition on the “public good,” as far as you can tell?   
6. Where does the author place responsibility- the individual, government, civil 


society, corporations, or somewhere else/combination? What are the 
repercussions of placing responsibility where it is?  


7. Is the writing expert, needs work, or very hard to read? 
8. Based on your assessment, assign a score out of 100 that you think that I, the 


instructor, or the GTA would assign if we were to grade it and include a brief 
rationale. 


  


Rubric for Peer reviews: 


1. Depth of your analysis of peer’s paper 25 points. 







2. Thoroughness of your explanations 25 points. 


  


Criteria for Final Draft of Essays 


 Same criteria as the first draft, and a brief introductory note on what the peer-review 
feedback prompted you to reform and rethink. 


 Is graded by myself or the GTA for readability, strong use of three assigned readings and 
one newspaper article from the NYT, argument, quality of revision, and proper use of 
APA citation formatting. 


 Course Final Grades are based on a total of 1000 points: 


 Letter Grade Points 
A 900-1000 points 
B 800 – 890 points
C 700 – 790 points
D 600 – 690 points
F 590 and below 


   


Assignment Percentage of Grade
Peer-reviews Draft Essays 20% (200 pnts) 
4 Final Essay Drafts  40% (400 pnts) 
4 Exams 40% (400 pnts) 
Total 100% 


Schedule 


 UCF Closed: 9/2 Labor Day, 11/11 Veterans Day, no classes 11/27 (offices still open) 
and UCF closed 11/28-11/30 Thanksgiving. 


 Withdrawal Deadline: 11/1, Last Day of Classes 12/4 
 See assignments for directions and due dates of assignments 


ꞏ         “Course Reserve” means the document is available on webcourses. 


ꞏ         You will need to retrieve other sources, like journal articles that are assigned here, from 
the library, normally in the library journal article indices. If you need help finding these articles, 
you can come into office hours (don’t email me please), consult the libraries guide to finding 
peer-reviewed journal articles, or ask a reference librarian. 







                 


Module 1: Environmentalism in America 
8/26 - 9/21 
Graded Assignments:            


First Draft 


Final Draft 


Exam 1 


Introduction 


 Begin Reading Abbey, The Monkey Wrench Gang. New York: Harper Perennial Modern 
Classics, 1975. Reprint, 2006. Finish by the due date for the First Draft of Essay 1 (see 
webcourses). 


 Chpts 1-3 in EPP 


 Early American Environmentalism 


 Part One of Nash, American Environmentalism: Readings in Conservation History. New 
York: Knopf, 1990. Course Reserve 


 Muir, "Save the Redwoods." Sierra Club Bulletin 9 (1920): 1-4. Course reserve. 


 Radical Environmentalism 


 Vanderheiden, S. (2008). Radical environmentalism in an age of antiterrorism. 
Environmental Politics, 17(2), 299-318. doi: 10.1080/09644010801936248. (This should 
help a lot in understanding/contextualizing Abbey’s novel and with your book review). 


 Zerzan, J. (2008). “Twightlight of the Machines,” in Twightlight of the Machines. Port 
Townsend, WA: Feral House. Course  


 Demaria, Federico, FranÇois Schneider, Filka Sekulova, and Joan Martinez-Alier. "What 
Is Degrowth? From an Activist Slogan to a Social " Environmental Values 22, no. 2 
(2013): 191-215. 


 Contemporary Issues: Counter-movement, polarization, and anthropocentrism 


 Jacques, P. J., Dunlap, R. E., & Freeman, M. (2008). The Organization of Denial: 
Conservative Think Tanks and Environmental Scepticism. Environmental Politics, 17(3), 
349 — 385. 







 Dunlap, R. E., McCright, A. M., & Yarosh, J. H. (2016). The Political Divide on Climate 
Change: Partisan Polarization Widens in the U.S. Environment: Science and Policy for 
Sustainable Development, 58(5), 4-23. doi:10.1080/00139157.2016.1208995. 


 Palmer, C., McShane, K., & Sandler, R. (2014). Environmental Ethics. Annual Review of 
Environment & Resources, 39(1), 419-442. doi: 10.1146/annurev-environ-121112-
094434 


 Dimensions of Ecological Citizenship 


 Dobson: “Ecological Citizenship” in Dryzek, John and David Schlossberg (eds). The 
Politics of the Earth: Environmental Discourses. Oxford and New York: Oxford 
University , 2005. Course reserve 


 Nash, R. F. (2010). Island Civilization: A Vision for Human Occupancy of Earth in the 
Fourth Millennium. Environmental History, 15(3), 371-380. doi: 10.1093/envhis/emq051 


 Dagger, "Stopping Sprawl for the Good of All: The Case for Civic Environmentalism." 
Journal of Social Philosophy 34, no. 1 (2003): 28-43. 


  


Module 2: Tragedy of the Commons?  
9/23-10/19 


Graded Assignments: 


First Draft 


Final Draft 


Exam 2 


Collective Action Problems 


 Hardin, "The Tragedy of the Commons." Science 162, no. 12 (1968): 43-48. 
 Buck, "No Tragedy of the Commons." Environmental Ethics 7, no. 49 (1985): 48-54. 
 Ostrom, Elinor, and Christopher "Revisiting the Commons: Local Lessons, Global 


Changes." Science, 284, no. 5412 (1999): 278–83. 


  


Climate Change as a Collective Action Problem 


 Oreskes, "Beyond the Ivory Tower: The Scientific Consensus on Climate Change." 
Science 306, no. 5702 (December 3, 2004 2004): 1686. (one page) 







 Watch Oreskes’ 1 hour lecture on “The American Denial of Global Warming” here: The 
American Denial of Global Warming - Perspectives on Ocean Science 


 Parenti, Christian. (2013). A Radical Approach to the Climate Crisis. Dissent 60(3), 51-
57 


 Ostrom, Elinor. (2014). A Polycentric Approach for Coping with Climate Change. 
Annals of Economics and Finance, 15(1), 97-134. 


  


Ocean and Marine Problems 


 Eagle, J., & Thomson, B. N. (2003). Answering Lord Petty's Question: Dissecting 
Regulatory Overfishing. Ocean and Coastal Management, 46, 649-679. 


 Campling, L., Havice, E., & Howard, P. M. (2012). The Political Economy and Ecology 
of Capture Fisheries: Market Dynamics, Resource Access and Relations of Exploitation 
and Resistance. Journal of Agrarian Change, 12(2), 177–203. 


 Bennett, J. R., Shaw, J. D., Terauds, A., Smol, J. P., Aerts, R., Bergstrom, D. M., . . . 
Possingham, H. P. (2015). Polar lessons learned: long-term management based on shared 
threats in Arctic and Antarctic environments. Frontiers in Ecology and the Environment, 
13(6), 316-324. doi: 10.1890/14031. 


  


Commons, Enclosure, and Quarantine 


 Szasz, "The Dangerous Delusions of 'Inverted Quarantine'." The Chronicle of Higher 
Education: the Chronicle Review (January 25 2008). 


 Jackson, Indigenous Law and the Sea. Freedom for the Seas in the 21st Century: Ocean 
Governance and Environmental Harmony. edited by J. Van Dyke Washington, DC: 
Island Press, 1993. Course reserve. 


 Scharper, Stephen B, and Hilary "The Genetic Commons: Resisting the Neo-Liberal 
Enclosure of Life." Social Analysis (2006): 195-202. 


  


Module 3: Environmental Justice  
10/21-11/9 


Graded Assignments: 


First Draft 


Final Draft 







Exam 3 


 Environmental Justice Trends 


 Mohai, P., Pellow, D., & Roberts, J. T. (2009). Environmental Justice. Annual Review of 
Environment and Resources, 34(1), 405-430. doi: doi:10.1146/annurev-environ-082508-
09434 


 Chakraborty, J. (2009). Automobiles, Air Toxics, and Adverse Health Risks: 
Environmental Inequities in Tampa Bay, Florida. Annals of the Association of American 
Geographers, 99(4), 674-697. doi: 10.1080/00045600903066490. 


 Brulle, R. J., & Pellow, D. N. (2006). ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE: Human Health 
and Environmental Inequalities. Annual Review of Public Health, 27(1), 103-124. doi: 
doi:10.1146/annurev.publhealth.27.021405.102124 


 Theory and Environmental Justice 


 Pinderhughes, "The Impact of Race on Environmental Quality: An Empirical and 
Theoretical Discussion." Sociological Perspectives 39, no. 2 (June 1, 1996 1996): 231-
48. 


 Schlosberg, "Reconceiving Environmental Justice: Global Movements and Political 
Theories."Environmental Politics 13, no. 3 (2004): 517-40. 


 Harrison, Jill "Neoliberal Environmental Justice: Mainstream Ideas of Justice in Political 
Conflict over Agricultural Pesticides in the United States." Environmental Politics 23, no. 
4 (2014/07/04 2014): 650-69. 


 Indigenous Issues 


 Lone Wolf Hitchcock, 187 U.S. 553, 566-68 (1903). This is a Supreme Court Decision. 
 Churchill, "A Breach of Trust: The Radioactive Colonization of Native North America." 


American Indian Culture & Research Journal 23, no. 4 (1999): 23-69. 
 Allison, E. A. (2015). The spiritual significance of glaciers in an age of climate change. 


Wiley Interdisciplinary Reviews: Climate Change, n/a-n/a. doi: 10.1002/wcc.354 


Module 4: The Regulatory Environment 1 
11/11- 12/7 


Graded Assignments: 


First Draft 


Final Draft  


Final Exam 







Institutions 


 Chpts 4-6 & 8 in EPP 
 Appendix A in EPP on policy approaches 


Debates about the Stakes of Regulation 


Pinchot, Gifford "The Use of the National Forests". The Fight for Conservation. New York: 
Doubleday, Page & Company, 


 Ackerman, Frank, and Lisa "Pricing the Priceless: Cost-Benefit Analysis of 
Environmental Protection." University of Pennsylvania Law Review (2002): 1553-84. 


 Davis, Devra Lee, and Carrie Forrester. 2004. "Past and Present Environmental Health 
Challenges in Southwestern Pennsylvania: Some Comments on the Right to a Clean 
Environment." American Journal of Law & Medicine 30: 305. 


 Werkheiser, I., & Noll, S. (2014). From Food Justice to a Tool of the Status Quo: Three 
Sub-movements Within Local Food. Journal of Agricultural & Environmental Ethics, 
27(2), 201-210. doi: 10.1007/s10806-013-9459-6 


 Suryanarayanan, S. (2015). Pesticides and pollinators: a context-sensitive policy 
approach. Current Opinion in Insect Science, 10, 149-155. doi: 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.cois.2015.05.009 


  


Core Policy Statements 


Missed Assignments/Make-Ups/Extra Credit 


 If you miss a deadline, talk to me about what happened. 


Attendance Policy 


As an online class, it is important to check in regularly, e.g., once a day. 


Other Policies 


When the following rules are violated, they can result in a grade deduction: 


 All communication must observe conventions of courtesy and professionalism: 


 Emails about questioning your grade are not allowed in this class. To further inquire 
about assigned grades you must come into office hours to see me to go over the 
assignment. 







 When you email me, please be polite. For example, use a polite greeting and avoid 
issuing demands. If there is a problem, come talk to me. 


 I do not accept work when you send it to me by email or late work unless you arrange it 
with me, so please don’t send me work you missed without talking to me about it. 
Likewise if you submit an assignment late, I won't grade it unless you talk to me about it.  


 General operating rules of the course: 


If you want me to regrade an assignment, I might agree but it will be a total reconsideration of 
your assignment, not just one looking for good things I missed. 


 I do not use the +/- system, except when I round up a final semester grade and this only 
happens when the student is within 5 points of the higher grade and has not missed any 
assignments. Thus, if I round a grade up from a C because the student fulfills these 
criteria, the grade assigned will be a B-. 


 I allow extra credit up until the day of withdraw in the semester. There is a maximum of 
one half of a letter grade available for EC over the whole semester grade for any class. If 
the course has an available 1000 points, then the most EC allowed is 50 points. 


o Up to 50 points may be earned by doing an outside book review. This book must 
be one you have not read, and which is NOT assigned for another course. I will 
consider this academic dishonesty; but, the reason is that the goal here is to widen 
your horizons. 


o Books must be approved by me and have some relevance to the course 
o Are 800-1000 words containing solid writing, explanations of the text, evaluation 


of the text, and connections to other literature. 
 You may also attend a public talk, which are often given by experts that come to UCF, 


and write a 2-page reaction paper. These papers are worth up to 25 points. I do not find 
the lectures for you, that is up to you, but you should get them approved by me first. 


 You may not ever take photographs or video in the classroom with your phone or any 
other device (in face-to-face classes). 


 If you are going to use audio recorders, you must ask. 
 I cannot take care of technical problems--- contact online@ucf.edu for this: 407-823- 


3808 
 Encyclopedias and dictionaries, such as Wikipedia are not good authoritative sources, 


and should only be used to orient yourself to a topic, so if you use these as citations for 
course assignments, you lower the quality of the essay and that will be reflected in the 
grade. 


 Likewise, do not cite my written lessons in webcourses as sources, these are essentially 
my lectures and not really citable; you want to stick to published sources, especially peer-
reviewed articles. 


 When pasting an essay into a textbox online, it helps if you go through the pasted essay 
and put paragraph breaks in manually to separate out the different paragraphs, since the 
text box will not use the formatting in from Word perfectly. Organization of the words 
matters because it reflects the organization of your thinking, so help me see this 







organization and you will score So, for example, the use of subheadings in your essays 
shows a plan and thought about how your essay is meant to build up and come together. 


 When doing any research, you will not involve human subjects unless we agree and an 
IRB approval is granted. Normally, this approach requires working on the project for 
multiple semesters. See here: 
http://www.research.ucf.edu/Compliance/IRB/Investigators/index.html if you are curious 
about what this is about. 


  


Academic Honesty 


Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of Conduct. According to Section 1, 
“Academic Misconduct,” students are prohibited from engaging in 


1. Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information 
or study aids in any academic exercise unless specifically authorized by the instructor of 
record. The unauthorized possession of examination or course-related material also 
constitutes cheating. 


2. Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral means: The 
presentation of material which has not been studied or learned, but rather was obtained 
through someone else’s efforts and used as part of an examination, course assignment, or 
project. 


3. Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to another person, 
student, and/or uploading course material to a third-party vendor without authorization or 
without the express written permission of the university and the instructor. Course 
materials include but are not limited to class notes, Instructor’s PowerPoints, course 
syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, instruction sheets, homework, study guides, handouts, etc. 


4. Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work. 
5. Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the source, 


thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s own. 
6. Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than once 


without the express written permission of the instructor. 
7. Helping another violate academic behavior standards. 


For more information about Academic Integrity, students may consult The Center for Academic 
Integrity. 


For more information about plagiarism and misuse of sources, see “Defining and Avoiding 
Plagiarism: The WPA Statement on Best Practices.”  


Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating 


Students should also familiarize themselves with the procedures for academic misconduct in 
UCF’s student handbook, The Golden Rule. UCF faculty members have a responsibility for 
students’ education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to prevent unethical behavior and 







when necessary respond to academic misconduct. Penalties can include a failing grade in an 
assignment or in the course, suspension or expulsion from the university, and/or a “Z 
Designation” on a student’s official transcript indicating academic dishonesty, where the final 
grade for this course will be preceded by the letter Z. For more information about the Z 
Designation, click here.  


  


For Dr. Jacques’ courses specifically: 


All essays need to correctly use APA citations in the text, e.g. (Smith, 2004), and then have a 
“Work Cited” list at the end with full citations (not abbreviations) unless expressly noted 
otherwise in assignment directions. You must do this properly, so if you don’t know, come to me 
to learn or some other source. 


Plagiarism and cheating - presenting another’s ideas, arguments, words or images as your own, 
using unauthorized material, or giving or accepting unauthorized help on assignments or tests - 
contradict the educational value of these exercises. Students who attempt to obtain unearned 
academic credentials that do not reflect their skills and knowledge can also undermine the value 
of the UCF degrees earned by their more honest peers. Using anything more than three words in 
a row from someone else without proper attribution will be considered plagiarism and misuse of 
academic sources (both are violations of UCF’s codes for academic integrity). Violations of 
academic integrity will be reported to the Office of Student Conduct. 


 It is MUCH better to fail an assignment honestly than to be caught cheating and fail the course 
with the Z mark on your transcript. 


Anytime you are using another person’s ideas, in any way (so even if you are not quoting them), 
you must professionally cite the material you use while observing the above rule. If you do not 
properly identify sources you have used you risk plagiarizing and misuse of sources. This is how 
you avoid this problem and correctly cite and note sources: 


 Using APA: An Example for citing in text and for work cited at the end 


 If I write: “Early on, H.S. Gordon established the classic collective action problem for fisheries, 
and even today we continue to erode the potential rent in almost all fisheries." there should be a 
citation in the text like below: 


 Early on, H.S. Gordon (1954) established the classic collective action problem for fisheries, and 
even today we continue to erode the potential rent in almost all 


fisheries." And, if you are using a quote from the source, you must also pinpoint the page 
number of the text it is taken from like: 


 “Xyz….,” (Gordon, 1954, page 123). If a quote is more than three sentences on your page, it is 
reported in a block quote without quotation marks, but this is the only exception to using 







quotation marks when using other people’s words—the quotation marks are the crucial 
mechanism that tells the reader you are using other people’s words. Good writers tend to use 
quotations strategically at important places in their writing for support. The block quote looks 
like the text below, which is a portion out of early draft of our article “Hurricanes and 
Hegemony,” I wrote with a Dr. Claire Knox in public administration. Note how each assertion is 
supported with a citation and the different conditions, like the use of “Ibid” and the bracketed 
word “can” that indicates it is not part of the quote but an addition from us to make it make sense 
in context: 


 Introduction 


 Richard Berman, CEO of the Washington DC Berman & Company consulting firm, gave a talk 
at a conventional energy industry meeting, which was subsequently recorded and leaked to the 
New York Times (Lipton, 2014) revealing counter-revolutionary efforts of the climate change 
countermovement (Brulle, 2013) that attacks environmental groups, unions, and animal rights 
organizations: 


People always ask me…: ‘How do I know that I won’t be found out as a supporter of what 
you’re doing?’ …We run all of this stuff through nonprofit organizations that are insulated from 
having to disclose donors. There is total anonymity. People don’t know who supports us 
(Berman quoted in Lipton, 2014, online). 


At this meeting, Berman collected “six figure contributions from some of the executives in the 
room – and then [can] hide their role in funding his campaigns” (Ibid, online) to attack 
environmental regulation as an attack on consumer freedom, but it was clear that the real 
interests at stake were those of the bourgeoisie class in the room. These are counter-
revolutionary efforts, or efforts to suppress social change and protect capitalist class structures 
and interests (Marcuse, 1972). 


Then, at the end of your document (no separate pages needed) there must be a list of sources 
cited in the text: 


  


References 


 Brulle, R. (2013). Institutionalizing delay: foundation funding and the creation of U.S. climate 
change counter-movement organizations. Climatic Change, 681-694. doi: 10.1007/s10584-013-
1018-7 


Gordon, H. S. (1954). The Economic Theory of a Common-Property Resource: The 
Fishery. Journal of Political Economy, 62(2), 124-142. doi: 10.2307/1825571 


Lipton, E. (2014, October 31). Hard-Nosed Advice From Veteran Lobbyist: 'Win Ugly or Lose 
Pretty': Richard Berman Energy Industry Talk Secretly Taped. The New York Times, p. A19. 
Retrieved from http://www.nytimes.com/2014/10/31/us/politics/pr-executives-western-energy-







alliance- (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site. speech-taped.html?_r=0 (Links to 
an external site.)Links to an external site. 


Marcuse, H. (1972). Counterrevolution & Revolt. New York: Beacon Press. 


 Finally, … 


 In order to deter plagiarism, some assignments may use http://www.turnitin.com.., (Links to an 
external site.)Links to an external site. an automated system which instructors can use to quickly 
and easily compare each student's assignment with billions of web sites, as well as an enormous 
database of student papers that grows with each submission. 


Accessibility Statement 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all 
persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students 
with disabilities who need accommodations in this course must contact the professor at the 
beginning of the semester to discuss needed accommodations. No accommodations will be 
provided until the student has met with the professor to request accommodations. Students who 
need accommodations must connect with Student Accessibility Services (Links to an external 
site.)Links to an external site., Ferrell Commons, 7F, Room 185, phone (407) 823-2371, 
TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting accommodations from the professor. 


  


Campus and Online Safety 


Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise during class, everyone needs to work 
together. Students should be aware of their surroundings and familiar with some basic safety and 
security concepts.  


  


 In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance. 
 Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall near the 


door. Students should make a note of the guide’s physical location and review the online 
version at http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html. 


 Students should know the evacuation routes from each of their classrooms and have a 
plan for finding safety in case of an emergency. 


 If there is a medical emergency during class, students may need to access a first-aid kit or 
AED (Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those are located, 
see http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/workplacesafety.html (click on link from menu on left). 


 To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text 
alerts by going to ucf.edu and logging in. Click on “Student Self Service” located on the 
left side of the screen in the toolbar, scroll down to the blue “Personal Information” 
heading on the Student Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the information, 







including e-mail address, cell phone number, and cell phone provider, click “Apply” to 
save the changes, and then click “OK.” 


 Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their 
instructors outside of class. 


 To learn about how to manage an active-shooter situation on campus or elsewhere, 
consider viewing this video. 


Online: 


Though most emergency situations are primarily relevant to courses that meet in person, such 
incidents can also impact online students, either when they are on or near campus to participate 
in other courses or activities or when their course work is affected by off-campus emergencies. 
The following policies apply to courses in online modalities.  


 To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text 
alerts by going to ucf.edu and logging in. Click on “Student Self Service” located on the 
left side of the screen in the toolbar, scroll down to the blue “Personal Information” 
heading on the Student Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the information, 
including e-mail address, cell phone number, and cell phone provider, click “Apply” to 
save the changes, and then click “OK.” 


 Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their 
instructors outside of class. 


  


Active Duty Military 


Students who are deployed active duty military and/or National Guard personnel and require 
accommodation should contact their instructors as soon as possible after the semester begins 
and/or after they receive notification of deployment to make related arrangements. 


Copyright 


This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, images, text 
materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use doctrine in order to 
enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, download or distribute these 
items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for this online classroom environment and 
your use only. All copyright materials are credited to the copyright holder. 


Third-Party Software and FERPA 


During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or software 
applications sometimes called third-party software such as a blog or wiki. While some of these 
could be required assignments, you need not make any personally identifying information on a 
public site. Do not post or provide any private information about yourself or your classmates. 
Where appropriate you may use a pseudonym or nickname. Some written assignments posted 







publicly may require personal reflection/comments, but the assignments will not require you to 
disclose any personally identity-sensitive information. If you have any concerns about this, 
please contact your instructor. 


  


  


  


 








PUP 3314-AW60: Minorities in American Politics 


School of Politics, Security, and International Affairs 


University of Central Florida  


Summer A 2020 


Course Syllabus 


 


Instructor Information  


• Dr. Wright 


o Given UCF’s transition to remote instruction, all office hours will take place 


virtually (i.e. via phone, Zoom meeting, etc.) 


o Office Hours: Mondays from 9:30am to 11:30am, also available via appointment 


o Email: Kenicia.Wright@ucf.edu, the “Inbox” tool in UCF Webcourses  


• GTA: Sara Belligoni, Email: sara.belligoni@ucf.edu; email to schedule an appointment  


 


Course Information 


• Term: Summer 2020, Session: A  


• Course Number & Section: PUP 3314-AW60 


• Credit Hours: 3 credit hours 


• Class Meeting Days: Online course 


• Course Modality: W - fully web-developed course 


 


Enrollment Requirements  


Course Prerequisites: ENC1102 or POS 2041, or consent of the instructor. Students may find 


understand the concepts covered in this course very difficult if they have not completed 


American National Government (POS2041).  


  


Course Description 


This course is designed to improve your understanding of the historical and contemporary role of 


minority groups in the American political process, including an examination of their electoral 


significance and relevant legislative, executive, and judicial policies. The specific topics we will 


discuss, include the difference between race and ethnicity, racial formation in the US, the history 


of race / ethnicity in the US, and political related effects of race/ethnicity. We will read academic 


articles in this course. Most of this research focuses on the largest minority groups in the U.S. 


(i.e. Blacks, Latinx individuals). Because of the status of the existing literature, most of our 


discussion will center on these groups; we will give attention to the growing body of research on 


other minority groups, as well as intersectionality, near the end of the course.   


  



mailto:Kenicia.Wright@ucf.edu
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Student Learning Outcomes 


Students who successfully complete this course should be able to:  


1. Explain the meaning of race and ethnicity in the American context, as well as the difference 


between the two.  


2. Describe the historical influence of race and ethnicity in the US.  


3. Explain the continued social inequality that minorities in the US continue to face.  


4. Appropriately differentiate academic articles from reputable, non-academic sources.   


5. Gain access to, and explain the main sections, of academic sources.  


6. Summarize the research questions, theory, hypotheses, and main findings of scholarly 


readings that we cover in this course.   


7. Respectfully respond to the comments and views of other students on topics related to 


minorities in the US.   


 


Course Materials and Resources 


Required Materials 


1. Diversity and Society: Race, Ethnicity, and Gender. Healey and Stepnick. 6th edition 


ISBN: 9781506389059 (D&S in the Course Schedule)  


To assist with potential difficulty of purchasing this required text and challenges related to 


COVID-19, students enrolled in this course will have immediate access to digital course 


materials through Webcourses@UCF. This course is part of an inclusive access model called 


First Day™, which allows enrolled students to easily access the required materials for this 


course at a discounted price, and benefit from single sign-on access with no codes required in 


UCF Webcourses. UCF Student Account Office will bill you at the discounted price as a 


course charge for this course. You can choose to Opt-In on the first day of class, right within 


UCF Webcourses. Be sure to Opt-In before the deadline of Friday, May 15, 2020 at 11:59pm 


for Summer A, C, D 2020 courses to gain access. You will have the option to purchase the 


eTextbook at a discounted rate and defer payment through your student account. After the 


add/drop deadline you will still be able to purchase the book through traditional means. 


Additional information is available at: https://digitallearning.ucf.edu/ilab/aim/first-day/. 


Helpful videos are available here:  


• Opting-In and Accessing your eTextbook: https://vimeo.com/306061595 Opting-In 


for your Courseware Materials: https://vimeo.com/304673669  


• Other Features on the Course Materials page: https://vimeo.com/304675344  


Customer Care is available 24/7 to help students with questions about accessing their course 


material, using their eTextbook, or opting-out or in to the First Day program.  


• Email the Customer Care team: bookstorecustomercare@bncollege.com 


• Call the Customer Care team: 1-844-9-EBOOKS (1-844-932-6657) 


• Your Bookstore Contact: Melissa Yopack, Melissa.yopack@ucf.edu 


 


2. Additional academic articles will be assigned in this course. The Week 1 Module contains an 


exercise that explains the steps students need to complete to gain access to assigned readings 


published in academic journals.   


 



https://digitallearning.ucf.edu/ilab/aim/first-day/

https://vimeo.com/304673669

https://vimeo.com/304675344
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Additional Texts: If you’re interested in learning more about minorities in American Politics, 


you can read the books listed below.  


1. Aguirre, A., & Turner, J. H. (2009). American ethnicity: The dynamics and consequences of 


discrimination. McGraw-Hill Humanities Social.  


2. King, K. (2010). African American Politics. Polity Press.   


3. McClain, P. D. (2018). Can We All Get Along?: Racial and Ethnic Minorities in American 


Politics. Routledge. 


4. Omi, M. and Winant, H. (2014). Racial Formation in the United States. Routledge.  


  


Course Assignments  


1. Syllabus Quiz (1 points) 


• This assignment will open on the first day of class and counts as the required 


financial aid activity. Students should read the course syllabus then complete the quiz.  


 


2. Discussion Posts (worth 10 points each, 20 points total) 


Although this is an online course, there are benefits from discussing the topics we will cover 


in this course with other enrolled students. To this end, all students will be randomly 


assigned to a group at the start of the semester; each student is expected to contribute to the 


group discussion on a topic listed in the assignment upload area in Webcourses. In order to 


receive all possible points for this assignment, each student MUST:  


(1) Upload a first post that responds to Dr. Wright’s discussion question by Tuesday at 


11:59pm, 


(2) Upload a second that responds to the first post of a group member by Thursday at 


11:59pm,  


(3) Upload a third post by Friday at 11:59pm.  


For student who received a response to their first post: the third post should be a 


response to a comment that a group member left on your first discussion post. 


For students who did not receive a response to their first post: grading of the third 


post will be based on whether you: (1) leave a comment on the discussion post 


assignment that states you didn’t receive a response on your first post and (2) add a post 


that responds to a group member’s first post (should not be the same group member you 


responded to in your second post).  


 


Carefully read all provided instructions in Webcourses BEFORE starting this 


assignment! In order to receive full credit, student’s posts must align with the requirements 


listed in Webcourses and be in Webcourses by the deadline. Discussion posts must address 


all requirements noted in the assignment upload area in Webcourses, be RESPECTFUL, and 


reflect critical thinking; responses of “Interesting”, "Thanks", "Yes / No" etc. will result no 


credit being earned!   


 


3. Faculty Biography (worth 10 points) 


Students must develop a short summary of a current UCF faculty member who belongs to a 


minority group. Students should upload a Word document that explicitly states: (1) The name 


of the faculty member, (2) The department or school within UCF that the faculty member is 


affiliated with, (3) Approximately a paragraph that summarizes the faculty member’s 







background and area of research / courses taught, and (4) Approximately a paragraph that 


explains why you selected that faculty member. Note: Students do not need to contact the 


faculty member to complete this assignment. Most UCF faculty provide a CV or background 


information online; the information on the CV is enough to complete this assignment.  


 


4. Annotated Bibliography (worth 20 points)  


By the end of the semester, students must upload a Word document with TEN summaries of 


academic sources in political science academic journals on a research question related to this 


course (i.e. “Minorities in American Politics”). Students must have their topic approved by 


the deadline listed in the Course Schedule below and can NOT include readings assigned in 


the course. 


 


An example will be provided in Webcourses. Student are expected to summarize the key 


points of TEN academic articles in their own words. Submissions that do not contain TEN 


sources are subject to a “0”. For each academic article, students MUST include: (1) the full 


APA citation of the article, (2) the main points of each reading (the research question, the 


theory, hypotheses, main findings), and (3) a paragraph that explains how each source relates 


to your research question and what you learned. Grading will be based on the appropriateness 


of the source (published in a POLITICAL SCIENCE academic journal), originality (i.e. 


writing in your own words, and presenting information beyond online summaries / the 


research abstract), and whether the summary meets the requirements above. All submissions 


will be reviewed through Turnitin – if there is a high match between summary content and 


online sources, submissions in Turnitin, and/or the research abstract of the article, your 


submission is subject to a “0” – use all of your own writing in your submission!   


 


5. Exams (worth 25 points each, total of 50 points)  


There are TWO required exams in this course. Exams will contain questions over assigned 


readings and may consist of multiple choice, true / false, and/or short essay questions. Exams 


are NOT cumulative and will be completed online; exams will be available for students to 


complete from Friday at 11:59pm to Sunday at 11:59pm (all deadline times are EST). 


 


Students MUST use ProctorHub while completing the test. A practice test will be available 


for students to complete to ensure that the ProctorHub tool works effectively on the computer 


they intend on using to complete the exam. Review the module provided before each exam 


and the exam assignment area in Webcourses, for additional information. For clarity, 


students enrolled in this course, MUST: 


(1) Have a working webcam enabled on their computer when completing the exams and 


give permission to webcourses@ucf.edu to monitor their behavior during exam 


completion. Webcams are standard on most laptops; if you do not have access to a 


webcam, contact Dr. Wright as soon as possible. Students will receive a score of “0”, 


if ProctorHub is not used or if the student appears to engage in suspicious behavior 


while completing the exam.   


 


Students who would like to improve their grade at the end of the course, will have the ability 


to complete a third exam. The third exam is optional – students who decide not to complete 


the exam will not see a difference in their grade; the grades of students who complete the 
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exam will only change if the score higher on the exam than the two required exams in the 


course. The structure of the exam will be the same as the two required exams and additional 


details will be provided in the assignment upload area in Webcourses.  


 


Additional Notes  


• There are several options for contacting Dr. Wright: via email at Kenicia.Wright@ucf.edu 


and through the Inbox tool in Webcourses; appointments, phone calls, and Zoom meetings 


are also possible. The course GTA is also available to answer questions or provide 


suggestions.  


• Students who aim to be successful in this course MUST complete all assigned readings. 


Assignments should be submitted by the deadline listed in this syllabus. The ability to 


complete tasks by a deadline is a life skill that is necessary for a successful life outside of 


college, so Dr. Wright will NOT accept late work without documentation supporting a 


University approved excuse for missing the assignment. Appropriate documentation – a 


doctor’s note, a photo, etc. – should be emailed to Dr. Wright at Kenicia.Wright@ucf.edu 


within FIVE business days of the absence. Contact Dr. Wright as soon as possible if you’re 


aware you won’t be able to complete an assigned in this course.  


• Students may complete an optional module if they would like to improve their grade – no 


questions asked! Outside of this, there will be no extra credit in this course. If you have 


concerns about your grade, contact Dr. Wright as soon as possible. Do NOT wait until the 


course is ending before reaching out to Dr. Wright as she will have limited ability to help you 


if you don’t contact her early.  


• This course is fully online. Students taking this course should have regular access to the 


internet and log into the course frequently (daily at a minimum)! Enrolled students are 


responsible for any information provided by Dr. Wright and/or the course GTA via email, 


Webcourses Announcement, etc. 


 


Make-up Exam and Assignments 


Per university policy, students can submit make-up work (or an equivalent, alternate assignment) 


for university-sponsored events, religious observances, or legal obligations (such as jury duty). If 


this participation conflicts with your course assignments, students should contact Dr. Wright as 


early in the semester as possible.  


 


Assessment Procedures 


Assignment Points 


Syllabus Quiz  1 point 


Discussion Post I 10 points 


Faculty Biography 10 points 


Exam I   25 points 


Discussion Post II 10 points 


Exam II 25 points 


Annotated Bibliography 20 points 
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Total 101 points 


 


Grading  


A: 92.5 - 100 points         A-: 89.5 - 92.4 points 


B+: 86.5 - 89.4 points      B: 82.5 - 86.4 points                     B-: 79.5 - 82.4 points 


C+: 76.5 - 79.4 points         C: 72.5 - 76.4 points                  C-: 69.5 – 72.4 points 


D+: 66.5 - 69.4 points      D: 62.5 - 66.4 points              D-: 59.5 - 62.4 points 


F: 59.4 points and below 


 


 


 


 


Course Schedule 


Week and topic Assignments and Due 


Dates 


Required Readings 


Module 1: Course 


Introduction 


(May 11 – May 15) 


Assignment: Complete 


Syllabus Quiz (required 


financial aid activity) as 


soon as possible. 


 


May 14th: Drop/Swap 


Deadline  


 


Students should complete 


the Practice Quiz in 


Webcourses to ensure they 


can use ProctorHub.  


 


By Wednesday, May 13th  


• Course Syllabus  


• Pew Research Center “The Changing Categories 


the US Census has used to measure Race” 


https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-


tank/2020/02/25/the-changing-categories-the-u-


s-has-used-to-measure-race/ 


• Hutchings, Vincent L., and Nicholas A. 


Valentino. (2004). “The Centrality of Race in 


American Politics.” Annual Review of Political 


Science  


By Friday, May 15th  


• Lee, Taeku. (2008). “Race, Immigration, and 


Identity-to-Politics Link.” Annual Review of 


Political Science  


• Parker, Christopher Sebastian. (2016). “Race and 


Politics in the Age of Obama.” Annual Review of 


Sociology 


Module 2: Diversity 


in the US  


(May 18 – May 22)  


Assignment: Discussion 


Post I 


(1) Students must make 


their first discussion 


post by May 19th at 


11:59pm. 


(2) Students must make 


their first response to a 


comment from a 


By Monday, May 18th  


• D&S, Ch. 1 “Diversity in the US” 


By Wednesday, May 20th  


• Hobbs, William, and Nazita Lajevardi. (2019). 


“Effects of Divisive Political Campaigns on the 


Day-to-Day Segregation of Arab and Muslim 


Americans.” American Political Science Review  


• Kalkan, Kerem Ozan, Geoffrey C. Layman, and 


Eric M. Uslaner. (2009). ““Bands of others”? 



https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2020/02/25/the-changing-categories-the-u-s-has-used-to-measure-race/
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classmate by May 21st 


at 11:59pm. 


(3) Students must make 


their second response by 


May 22nd at 11:59pm.   


Attitudes toward Muslims in contemporary 


American society.” The Journal of Politics 


By Friday, May 22nd  


• Schildkraut, Deborah J. (2014). “Boundaries of 


American identity: evolving understandings of 


“Us”.” Annual Review of Political Science 


Module 3: 


“Immigrants”  


(May 25 – May 29)  


 


Note: Memorial Day 


is 5/25/2020 


Assignment: Exam I  


 


The exam will open Friday, 


May 29th at 11:59pm and 


will close on Sunday, May 


31st at 11:59pm. 


By Tuesday, May 26th  


• D&S, Ch. 2 “Assimilation and Pluralism…” 


• Gell-Redman, Micah et al. (2018). “Do 


lawmakers respond to immigrants' requests? The 


answer depends on ethnicity and race.” Monkey 


Cage Post.  


https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-


cage/wp/2018/01/16/do-lawmakers-respond-to-


immigrants-requests-the-answer-depends-on-


ethnicity-and-


race/?noredirect=on&utm_term=.e8877ae2a171 


 


By Thursday, May 28th 


• Hopkins, Daniel J., Cheryl R. Kaiser, Efrén O. 


Pérez, Sara Hagá, Corin Ramos, and Michael 


Zárate. (2019). "Does perceiving discrimination 


influence partisanship among US immigrant 


minorities? Evidence from five experiments." 


Journal of Experimental Political Science 


By Friday, May 29th  


• D&S, Ch. 3 


Module 4: Majority-


Minority Relations / 


Specific Minority 


Groups 


(June 1 - June 5) 


NO assignments this 


week! 


 


June 4th: Withdrawal 


Deadline 


 


By Monday, June 1st  


• D&S, Ch. 4 


 


By Wednesday, June 3rd - African Americans  


• D&S, Ch. 5, “African Americans…”  


• Tesler, Michael. (2012). “The Spillover of 


Racialization into Health Care…” American 


Journal of Political Science   


 


By Friday, June 5th – Native Americans  


• D&S, Ch. 6 “Native Americans…”  


• Frymer, Paul. (2016). “Why Aren't Political 


Scientists Interested in Native American 


Politics?” Perspectives on Politics 


• Huyser, Kimberly R., Gabriel R. Sanchez, and 


Edward D. Vargas. (2017). “Civic engagement 


and political participation among American 


Indians and Alaska natives in the US.” Politics, 


Groups, and Identities  



https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2018/01/16/do-lawmakers-respond-to-immigrants-requests-the-answer-depends-on-ethnicity-and-race/?noredirect=on&utm_term=.e8877ae2a171

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2018/01/16/do-lawmakers-respond-to-immigrants-requests-the-answer-depends-on-ethnicity-and-race/?noredirect=on&utm_term=.e8877ae2a171

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2018/01/16/do-lawmakers-respond-to-immigrants-requests-the-answer-depends-on-ethnicity-and-race/?noredirect=on&utm_term=.e8877ae2a171

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2018/01/16/do-lawmakers-respond-to-immigrants-requests-the-answer-depends-on-ethnicity-and-race/?noredirect=on&utm_term=.e8877ae2a171

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2018/01/16/do-lawmakers-respond-to-immigrants-requests-the-answer-depends-on-ethnicity-and-race/?noredirect=on&utm_term=.e8877ae2a171





 


Module 5: Specific 


Minority Groups 


Continued 


(June 8 – June 12)  


Assignment: Exam II  


 


The exam will open Friday, 


June 12th at 11:59pm and 


will close on Sunday, June 


14th at 11:59pm. 


 


By Monday, June 8th – Hispanic Americans  


• D&S, Ch. 7 “Hispanic Americans…”  


 


By Wednesday, June 10th – Asian Americans  


• D&S, Ch. 8 “Asian Americans…”   


 


Week 6: Course 


Wrap-up – Where 


we go from here? 


(June 15 – June 19)  


Assignment: Discussion 


Post II 


(1) Students must make 


their first discussion post by 


June 9th at 11:59pm. 


(2) Students must make 


their first response to a 


comment from a classmate 


by June 11th at 11:59pm. 


(3) Students must make 


their second response by 


June 12th at 11:59pm.   


 


By Monday, June 15th  


• D&S, Ch. 9 “New Americans, Assimilation, and 


Old Challenges”  


 


By Wednesday, June 17th 


• D&S, Ch. 10 “Minority Groups and US 


Society…”  


• Pew Research Center, “Reflecting a 


Demographic Shift…”: 
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-
tank/2019/08/21/u-s-counties-majority-nonwhite/ 


 


By Friday, June 19th  


• Masuoka, N. (2008). “Political attitudes and 


ideologies of multiracial Americans: The 


implications of mixed race in the United States.” 


Political Research Quarterly 


• Simien, Evelyn M., and Ange-Marie Hancock. 


(2011). “Mini-symposium: Intersectionality 


research.” Political Research Quarterly  


• Zhu, Ling, and Kenicia Wright. (2016). “Why do 


Americans Dislike Publicly Funded Health 


Care?” Politics, Groups, and Identities (Will be 


provided to the class.) 


 


Extra Module: 


Additional Insight   


Optional module: 


Students wanting to 


improve their grade can 


complete this module.  


 


Assignment: 


Comprehensive Exam will 


be available from  


 


The grade students earn 


on this exam will only 


replace a lower exam 


grade. Students who do 


Assigned Readings:  


• Boyd, Christina L. (2016). “Representation on 


the Courts? The Effects of Trail Judges’ Sex and 


Race.” Political Research Quarterly 


• Claypool, Vicki Hesli, and Carol Mershon. 


(2016). “Does diversity matter? Evidence from a 


survey of political science faculty.” Politics, 


Groups, and Identities 


• Masuoka, Natalie, Kumar Ramanathan, and Jane 


Junn. (2019). “New Asian American Voters: 


Political Incorporation and Participation in 


2016.” Political Research Quarterly  



https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2019/08/21/u-s-counties-majority-nonwhite/
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not complete this module 


will not have any changes 


to their grade – this 


module is completely 


optional!  


 


• Phillips and Lee. (2018). “Superficial Equality: 


Gender and immigration in Asian American 


political participation”. Politics, Groups, and 


Identities  


• Rocha, Rene R. (2007). “Black-Brown 


Coalitions in Local School Board Elections.” 


Political Research Quarterly  


 


  


Policy Statements 


Academic Integrity 


Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of Conduct. According to Section 1, 


"Academic Misconduct," students are prohibited from engaging in: 


• Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information or 


study aids in any academic exercise unless specifically authorized by the instructor of record. 


The unauthorized possession of examination or course-related material also constitutes 


cheating. 


• Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral means: The 


presentation of material which has not been studied or learned, but rather was obtained 


through someone else’s efforts and used as part of an examination, course assignment, or 


project. 


• Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to another person, student, 


and/or uploading course material to a third-party vendor without authorization or without the 


express written permission of the university and the instructor. Course materials include but 


are not limited to class notes, Instructor’s PowerPoints, course syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, 


instruction sheets, homework, study guides, handouts, etc. 


• Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work. 


• Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the source, 


thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s own. 


• Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than once without 


the express written permission of the instructor. 


• Helping another violate academic behavior standards. 


 


 


For more information about Academic Integrity, students may consult The Center for Academic 


Integrity (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site. 


For more information about plagiarism and misuse of sources, see “Defining and Avoiding 


Plagiarism: The WPA Statement on Best Practices (Links to an external site.)Links to an external 


site.”. 


 


 


Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating 


Students should also familiarize themselves with the procedures for academic misconduct in 


UCF’s student handbook, The Golden Rule. UCF faculty members have a responsibility for 


students’ education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to prevent unethical behavior and 



http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/process/roc
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when necessary respond to academic misconduct. Penalties for academic dishonesty, plagiarism, 


or cheating can include a warning, a “0” on an assignment, an “F” in the course, suspension or 


expulsion from the university, and/or a "Z Designation" on a student’s official transcript 


indicating academic dishonesty. For more information about the Z Designation, 


see http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade. 


 


University Writing Center 


The University Writing Center (UWC) is a free resource for UCF undergraduates and graduates. 


At the UWC, a trained writing consultant will work with you on your writing (in or out of class), 


at any point in the writing process from brainstorming to editing. Appointments are 


recommended, but not required. For more information, or to make an appointment, visit the 


UWC website at http://www.uwc.ucf.edu, stop by MOD 608, or call (407)823-2197. 


 


Course Accessibility Statement 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all persons 


with disabilities. Students with disabilities who need disability-related access in this course 


should contact the professor as soon as possible. Students should also connect with Student 


Accessibility Services (Ferrell Commons 185, sas@ucf.edu, phone (407) 823-2371). Through 


Student Accessibility Services, a Course Accessibility Letter may be created and sent to 


professors, which informs faculty of potential access and accommodations that might be 


reasonable. Determining reasonable access and accommodations requires consideration of the 


course design, course learning objectives and the individual academic and course barriers 


experienced by the student. 


  


Campus Safety Statement 


Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise in our class, everyone needs to work 


together. Students should be aware of the surroundings and familiar with some basic safety and 


security concepts. 


• In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance. 


• Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall near the 


door. Please make a note of the guide’s physical location and consider reviewing the online 


version at http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html.  


• Students should know the evacuation routes from each of their classrooms and have a plan 


for finding safety in case of an emergency. 


• If there is a medical emergency during class, we may need to access a first aid kit or AED 


(Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those items are located in this building, 


see http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/workplacesafety.html (click on link from menu on left).  


• To stay informed about emergency situations, sign up to receive UCF text alerts by going 


to my.ucf.edu and logging in. Click on "Student Self Service" located on the left side of the 


screen in the tool bar, scroll down to the blue "Personal Information" heading on your 


Student Center screen, click on "UCF Alert," fill out the information, including your e-mail 


address, cell phone number, and cell phone provider, click "Apply" to save the changes, and 


then click "OK." 


• Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their 


instructors outside of class. 
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Deployed Active Duty Military Students 


If you are a deployed active duty military student and feel that you may need a special 


accommodation due to that unique status, please contact your instructor to discuss your 


circumstances. 


 


Copyright 


This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, images, text 


materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use doctrine in order to 


enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, download or distribute these 


items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for this online classroom environment and 


your use only. All copyright materials are credited to the copyright holder. 


 


Third-Party Software and FERPA 


During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or software 


applications sometimes called third-party software such as a blog or wiki. While some of these 


could be required assignments, you need not make any personally identifying information on a 


public site. Do not post or provide any private information about yourself or your classmates. 


Where appropriate you may use a pseudonym or nickname. Some written assignments posted 


publicly may require personal reflection/comments, but the assignments will not require you to 


disclose any personally identity-sensitive information. If you have any concerns about this, 


please contact your instructor. 


 


NOTE: This syllabus is subject to change at any point during this semester per the discretion of 


the course instructor. Updated Course Syllabi will be posted in Webcourses. Students are 


responsible for all course-related information provided in Webcourses. 








Syllabus 


American Public Policy 


PUP 4003 0W60 


Summer D 2020 
 


Additional Information from Official Schedule of Classes 
 


Credit Hours: 3 (3, 0) 


 


Prerequisites: POS 2041 or C.I. 


 


Class Meeting Days and Time: May 11 to July 10 2020, with the course website normally 


available 24 hours a day. 


 


Class Location: The course website can be found at www.webcourses.ucf.edu.  


 


Modality: This is a “W” course that is done completely online with no face to face meetings. 


 


Contact Information 
 


Instructor / Email: Dr. Aubrey Jewett aubrey.jewett@ucf.edu 


 


Office: Howard Phillips Hall (HPH) 302 E 


 


Office Hours: Online by e-mail or by appointment (through Zoom) 


 


Phone: Political Science Main Office 407-823-2608; Direct Office Line 407-823-6030 


 


Graduate Teaching Assistant / Email: Sandor Fabian sandor.fabian@ucf.edu  


 


Public Description of Course 
 


Information Published in the UCF Undergraduate Catalog: Policy formation, 


implementation and evaluation, with a focus upon contemporary American problems, including 


the malapportionment of societal power and social conflict. 


 


Course Scope and Purpose: Public policy is whatever government chooses to do or not to do. 


In American Public Policy we look at policy and policymaking in the United States. We will 


focus on how policy is made, how it can be studied and the substantive issues that policy makers 


are debating today. We will examine eight models of policymaking: institutional, process, 


rational, incremental, group, elite, public choice and game theory. Policy areas to be studied 


include criminal justice, health and welfare, education, economic, tax, trade and immigration, 


environmental and energy, civil rights, defense and homeland security. The purpose of the course 
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is to teach students about policy models and issues and prepare students to follow, analyze and 


participate in U.S. policy making as part of the political process. 


 


Course Goals (Student Learning Outcomes) 


Students who successfully complete American Public Policy should be able to: 


1.  Demonstrate knowledge of basic facts, definitions and concepts related to public policy, 


policy analysis and policy evaluation. 


2.  Describe and apply eight models of policy analysis. 


3.  Trace and analyze the major steps in the formal policy making process. 


4.  Evaluate how diversity impacts American public policy. 


5.  Explain the background, current situation, and outlook regarding a variety of substantive 


public policy areas. 


6.  Compare and contrast opposing views concerning issues for debate in American public 


policy. 


7.  Assess current policy problems and formulate their own views on critical issues. 


8. Discuss controversial policy issues in a professional scholarly manner and show respect for 


other people who may hold different views. 


Course Materials/Required Text 
 


1. Dye, Thomas R. 2017. Understanding Public Policy,15th ed. New York: Pearson.  


ISBN-13: 9780134169972 
 


You can purchase the book from many locations including Barnes and Noble (the campus 


bookstore), Amazon, Chegg and many other college booksellers. You may also purchase directly 


from Pearson (the publisher). The book is available for sale or rent and as a new or used edition. 


2. You do not need to buy a 2nd text. However, we will be reading a number of reports from the 


CQ Researcher website/database. From the course homepage click on UCF Library Tools from 


the menu on the left of the screen. Then click on Articles and Databases. Then do a database 


search for “CQ Researcher Plus Archive” and then click on the results “CQ Researcher Plus 


Archive (1923+)”. Once at the CQ Researcher website you can then Browse Reports (By Date) 


to find the assigned report (these are listed in the course outline and in the modules).  


Assessment, Grading Procedures, Expectations and Support 
 


Assignments and Grading Weights: 







8 Modules – 100% of your total grade. Each module consists of 2 graded activities: Chapter Quiz 


and CQ Policy Analysis & Discussion. Each module will usually cover 2 chapters from the Dye 


text and 2 articles from the CQ reader. You will usually have about one week to do each module. 


Chapter Quiz – 40% of total grade. Each quiz will usually have 50 questions worth 2 


points each covering material from the text and the CQ researcher articles. You will normally 


have 90 minutes to take the quiz. You may take the quiz a second time to improve your score. 


The questions are drawn from a larger quiz bank I have constructed so while a few questions 


may be the same on a 2nd attempt, most will be different. You should read the chapters and 


articles before starting the quiz as you will not have time to look up every answer. All 8 quizzes 


count towards your final grade. 


CQ Policy Analysis & Discussion – 60% of total grade. CQ Policy Analysis & 


Discussion will include several steps. First you will read two articles from the CQ Research 


database. Then using a template I provide for each article you will give opposing positions on a 


number of current policy questions, update information from the readings and explain how it 


relates to one of the questions, and give your opinion and explain why you believe the way you 


do for each of the policy questions. Your answer for each article each module will be between 


900 and 1200 words (thus you will write 1800-2400 words each module analyzing the two 


articles). You will put the two CQ Policy Analyses into one MS Word document and then copy 


and paste it into the appropriate discussion as a single post.  


Finally you must engage in discussion with your fellow classmates by responding to their 


policy analyses. The discussion will require a minimum of three postings each week: the initial 


posting of your paper and then at least two postings responding to your fellow students. 


Discussion with your classmates should be academic, focus on the assigned topics, and highlight 


what you are learning about the material, your views on the issues, and why you believe the way 


you do. It is perfectly fine (and expected) to disagree about policy positions but DO NOT 


personally attack your classmates (learn to disagree without being disagreeable). Remember this 


is a graded college level discussion and not a series of anonymous posts on the internet! Highest 


grades go to students who exceed my expectations for quantity and quality of their papers and 


their discussion with classmates. Two additional postings is the minimum to get a C on that part 


of the assignment. You will need a total of 8 or more (depending on quality and length) 


additional postings to get the highest possible score on discussing with classmates. 


 To grade CQ Policy Analysis & Discussion I have developed a rubric. Each CQ Policy 


Analysis & Discussion is worth up to 100 points: 40 points for writing on the first article, 40 


points for writing on the 2nd article, and 20 points for discussing things with your classmates.  


Grades and Grading Scale: Students can view grades in Mygrades. I use a ten-point grading 


scale. 


  


100-90 A (Outstanding or excellent work) 


89-80 B (Solid, above average work) 


79-70 C (Good, average work) 


69-60 D (Below average or incomplete work) 







59-0 F (Poor work or missed assignment) 


 


Missed Quizzes, Missed or Late Assignments and Make-Up Policy:  


 


• Make-up Assignments for Authorized University Events or Co-curricular Activities – 


Students who miss exams/assignments because they are representing UCF in authorized 


events or activities will be offered reasonable opportunity to complete the work with no 


penalty applied. It is the student’s responsibility to provide the instructor with a copy of 


the Program Verification Form (which lists the names of students participating in the 


authorized event or activity) prior to the class in which the absence occurs.  


 


• Religious Observances – A student who desires to observe a religious holy day of his or 


her religious faith must notify all of his/her instructors at the beginning of the term to be 


excused from classes to observe the religious holy day. The student is responsible for any 


material covered during the excused absence, but will be permitted a reasonable amount 


of time to complete any work missed. 


 


• Quizzes – I do not drop any quiz grades and quizzes automatically lock at the due date 


and time. Under normal circumstance I will not reopen the quiz. If you miss a quiz and 


want a chance to make up the quiz email me as soon as possible (normally within 24 


hours). If you have a verifiable extenuating circumstance (i.e. illness with a doctor’s note, 


accident with a police report, or death in the family with documentation) I will let you 


make up one quiz with no grade penalty. You should complete the quiz in a reasonable 


amount of time (usually within one week).  If you do not have a verifiable extenuating 


circumstance (you forgot, overslept, were too busy etc.) I may allow you one make up in 


a reasonable amount of time (usually within one week) as long as you contact me quickly 


(usually within 24 hours), take responsibility for what happened, and have been showing 


a good faith effort to complete previous work. However, I deduct ten points from the 


score in fairness to classmates who completed the quiz on time.  


 


• Policy Analysis & Discussion – I will drop your two lowest CQ Policy Analysis & 


Discussion scores when I compute your final grade. This will provide you a measure of 


protection should something happen that prevents you from writing a paper (computer 


glitch, illness, vacation etc.) or should you do poorly on a paper and want to improve. 


Because I drop the two lowest Policy Analysis & Discussion scores, once the module 


closes you will not be able to post a late policy analysis or post further comments in the 


discussion. If you have an extraordinary situation which causes you to miss more than 


two Policy Analysis and Discussions you may email me with the pertinent information 


and I will make a decision based on being fair to you but also to all the other students in 


the class that are meeting the deadlines. You may post your policy analysis up to two 


days late after the initial deadline, but there will be a 10 point penalty for each day the 


initial posting is late. So 10 points off for one day late and 20 points off for two days late. 


Discussion with others is available until the module closes and will not be reopened.  


Workload and Deadlines: Online courses require students to be self-motivated and do work on 


a regular basis without being reminded of assignments and due dates. The average student can 







expect to put in at least 12-15 hours a module on this course if they want to do well. You will be 


reading 2 chapters from the main text and 2 articles from the CQ Researcher each module. You 


can also expect that you will write 2500 words or more (counting initial postings and discussions 


with others) for each module if you want to do well. Do not wait until the last minute to do 


assignments. Computer problems and Internet connection problems will happen. They are not 


acceptable excuses for missing due dates and deadlines. Due times for graded assignments are 


usually 11 pm Eastern Standard Time. I give a 59 minute grace period until 11:59 pm before I 


start assessing the late penalty on the initial Policy Analysis posting. 


 


Professional Communication & Online Etiquette: I expect professional communication 


whether face to face, by email, or in online discussions. When communicating with me, please 


address me by my title (Dr. Jewett or Prof. Jewett), politely explain the purpose of your 


communication, courteously provide evidence or background information as appropriate, and 


respectfully ask your question or make your statement or request. DO NOT make demands or 


unsubstantiated claims, issue threats or accusations, or question my motives. During discussion 


DO NOT personally attack other students (or the professor) for their opinions. Political 


disagreements are normal, but be scholarly and civil, focus on the material, explain your position 


calmly and rationally, and show respect for the sincerely held beliefs of others. 


 


Questions for Professor Jewett: If you have general questions about the course or material do 


not e-mail me initially. Instead post your question in the Discussions section of the web site. 


Once in Discussions select the topic “Questions for Professor Jewett” and then click in the 


“Reply” box and type in your question and then hit “Post Reply.” I have linked my email to this 


discussion forum so it will forward to me almost immediately, but by posting the question here 


(and my answer) we will allow other students to gain more information (if you have a question, 


chances are another student also has the same question). You should review this section before 


asking your question as someone else may have already asked it. Of course, if your problem is 


personal (related to your health or to your quiz or discussion grade for instance) or involves not 


being able to get on the site (and hence unable to get to Discussions) feel free to e-mail me at my 


normal e-mail address. 


 


Instructor Response Time: Under normal circumstance I will respond to a posted question or 


an email within 24 hours. Quizzes are automatically graded and you will received immediate 


feedback on your score. I seek to provide substantive feedback in the discussion to your initial 


policy analysis within 24 hours of the due date. Once a module closes I typically have policy 


analysis and discussion graded and provide suggestions to improve within 48 hours. 


 


Seeking Help from Other Students: If you would like to seek the help of fellow students go to 


Discussions and select the topic “Students Seeking Help from Students” and post your question 


as above. This can be a technical question about computer problems or a subject matter question.  


 


Students Needing Technical Support: If you need technical support with Webcourses you can 


go to https://cdl.ucf.edu/support/. Phone support is available at 407-823-0407. Email support is 


available at webcourses@ucf.edu.  
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UCF Core Syllabus Statements 
 


Academic Integrity: 


 


I expect ethical academic behavior from all my students. Students should familiarize themselves 


with UCF’s Rules of Conduct at <http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/process/roc>. According to Section 1, 


“Academic Misconduct,” students are prohibited from engaging in 


 


a) Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information 


or study aids in any academic exercise unless specifically authorized by the instructor of 


record. The unauthorized possession of examination or course-related material also 


constitutes cheating. 


b) Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral means: The 


presentation of material which has not been studied or learned, but rather was obtained 


through someone else’s efforts and used as part of an examination, course assignment, or 


project. 


c) Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to another person, 


student, and/or uploading course material to a third-party vendor without authorization or 


without the express written permission of the university and the instructor. Course 


materials include but are not limited to class notes, Instructor’s PowerPoints, course 


syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, instruction sheets, homework, study guides, handouts, etc. 


d) Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work. 


e) Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the source, 


thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s own. 


f) Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than once 


without the express written permission of the instructor. 


g) Helping another violate academic behavior standards. 


 


For more information about Academic Integrity, students may consult The Center for Academic 


Integrity <http://www.academicintegrity.org/icai/assets/FVProject.pdf>. 


 


For more information about plagiarism and misuse of sources, see “Defining and Avoiding 


Plagiarism: The WPA Statement on Best Practices” <http://wpacouncil.org/node/9>. 


 


Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating: 


 


I uphold and enforce academic standards. Students should also familiarize themselves with the 


procedures for academic misconduct in UCF’s student handbook, The Golden 


Rule  <http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/docs/goldenrule.pdf>. UCF faculty members have a 


responsibility for students’ education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to prevent 


unethical behavior and when necessary respond to academic misconduct. Penalties can include a 


failing grade in an assignment or in the course, suspension or expulsion from the university, 


and/or a “Z Designation” on a student’s official transcript indicating academic dishonesty, where 


the final grade for this course will be preceded by the letter Z. For more information about the Z 


Designation, see <http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade>.  


 



http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/process/roc

http://www.academicintegrity.org/icai/assets/FVProject.pdf

http://wpacouncil.org/node/9

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/docs/goldenrule.pdf

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade





Course Accessibility: 


 


The University of Central Florida and I are committed to providing access and inclusion for all 


persons with disabilities. Students with disabilities who need disability-related access in this 


course should contact the professor as soon as possible. Students should also connect with 


Student Accessibility Services (SAS) <http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/> (Ferrell Commons 


185, sas@ucf.edu, phone 407-823-2371). Through Student Accessibility Services, a Course 


Accessibility Letter may be created and sent to professors, which informs faculty of potential 


access and accommodations that might be reasonable. Determining reasonable access and 


accommodations requires consideration of the course design, course learning objectives and the 


individual academic and course barriers experienced by the student. 


 


Campus Safety Statement: 


 


Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise during class, everyone needs to work 


together. Students should be aware of their surroundings and familiar with some basic safety and 


security concepts. 


• In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance. 


• Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall near the 


door. Students should make a note of the guide’s physical location and review the online 


version at <http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html>. 


• Students should know the evacuation routes from each of their classrooms and have a 


plan for finding safety in case of an emergency. 


• If there is a medical emergency during class, students may need to access a first-aid kit or 


AED (Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those are located, see 


<http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/workplacesafety.html> (click on link from menu on left). 


• To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text 


alerts by going to <my.ucf.edu> and logging in. Click on “Student Self Service” located 


on the left side of the screen in the toolbar, scroll down to the blue “Personal 


Information” heading on the Student Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the 


information, including e-mail address, cell phone number, and cell phone provider, click 


“Apply” to save the changes, and then click “OK.” 


• Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their 


instructors outside of class. 


• To learn about how to manage an active-shooter situation on campus or elsewhere, 


consider viewing this video (<https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk>). 


 


Deployed Active Military Status:  


 


A deployed active duty military student who feels the need for a special accommodation due to 


that unique status should contact their instructor to discuss the circumstances.  


Assignment Due Dates 
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I make an effort to follow the posted schedule. However, this outline may change during the 


semester due to unforeseen events or for pedagogical reasons. It is your responsibility to read 


class announcements and emails and keep informed. 


Pretest due by Friday 5/15 at 5:00 pm EST. 


Faculty members are required to document students' academic activity at the beginning of each 


course. In order to document that you began this course, please complete the following academic 


activity by the end of the first week of classes, or as soon as possible after adding the course, but 


no later than Friday May 15 5:00 pm EST. Failure to do so will result in a delay in the 


disbursement of your financial aid. 


Go to Quizzes and click on “Pretest” and then “Take the Quiz.” You have 1 hour to take the 


pretest. Please do not study beforehand or look up answers when taking the pretest – if you do 


not know the answer then just make your best guess. I want to get an honest assessment of how 


much you know about the course material before we get started (so please do not just take 5 


minutes for the whole quiz and randomly hit answers either – actually read the questions and see 


if you know the answer). Once you answer all the questions hit “Submit Quiz.” The pretest quiz 


does not count towards your final grade. 


Module 1 Policy Analysis and Evaluation: Quiz due by Monday 5/18 at 11 pm; Initial 


discussion posting due by Tuesday 5/19 at 11 pm; additional postings due by, and module 


closes on, Thursday 5/21 11:00 pm 


For Module 1 please read: 


Dye chapters 1 Policy Analysis and 4 Policy Evaluation 


CQ articles Privatizing Government Services (December 8, 2017) and Domestic Violence 


(November 15, 2013) 


Memorial Day Holiday Monday 5/25: Remember that just because some assignment due 


dates may fall on a holiday does not mean you have to wait until the holiday to do the 


work! 


Module 2 Policy Models and Process: Quiz due by Monday 5/25 at 11 pm; Initial discussion 


posting due by Tuesday 5/26 at 11 pm; additional postings due by, and module closes on, 


Thursday 5/28 11:00 pm 


For Module 2 please read: 


Dye chapters 2 Models of Politics and 3 The Policymaking Process 


CQ articles Think Tanks in Transition (September 29, 2017) and The Presidency (November 16, 


2018) 







Module 3 Criminal Justice and Civil Rights Policy: Quiz due by Monday 6/1 at 11 pm; 


Initial discussion posting due by Tuesday 6/2 at 11 pm; additional postings due by, and 


module closes on, Thursday 6/4 11:00 pm 


For Module 3 please read: 


Dye chapters 6 Criminal Justice and 14 Civil Rights 


CQ articles Reparations for Slavery (August 23, 2019) and High Tech Policing (April 21, 2017) 


Module 4 Health and Welfare Policy: Quiz due by Monday 6/8 at 11 pm; Initial discussion 


posting due by Tuesday 6/9 at 11 pm; additional postings due by, and module closes on, 


Thursday 6/11 11:00 pm 


For Module 4 please read: 


Dye chapters 7 Welfare and 8 Health Care 


CQ articles Veterans’ Struggles (October 4 2019) and Health Care Debates (October 18, 2019)  


Module 5 Federalism and Education Policy: Quiz due by Monday 6/15 at 11 pm; Initial 


discussion posting due by Tuesday 6/16 at 11 pm; additional postings due by, and module 


closes on, Thursday 6/18 11:00 pm 


For Module 5 please read: 


Dye chapters 5 American Federalism and 9 Education 


CQ articles Federal State Relations (April 27, 2018) and Issues in Higher Education (October 26, 


2018)  


Withdrawal Deadline: Wednesday 6/17 11:59 p.m. 


Module 6 Economic and Tax Policy: Quiz due by Monday 6/22 at 11 pm; Initial discussion 


posting due by Tuesday 6/23 at 11 pm; additional postings due by, and module closes on, 


Thursday 6/25 11:00 pm 


For Module 6 please read: 


Dye chapters 10 Economic Policy and 11 Tax Policy 


CQ articles Universal Basic Income (September 8, 2017) and National Debt (September 1, 2017) 


Module 7 Trade, Immigration, Energy and Environmental Policy: Quiz due by Monday 


6/29 at 11 pm; Initial discussion posting due by Tuesday 6/30 at 11 pm; additional postings 


due by, and module closes on, Thursday 7/2 11:00 pm 







For Module 7 please read: 


Dye chapters 12 International Trade and Immigration and 13 Energy and Environment 


CQ articles U.S. Trade Policy (March 30, 2018) and Renewable Energy Debate (March 15, 


2019)  


Independence Day Holiday Friday 7/3: Remember that just because some assignment due 


dates may fall on a holiday does not mean you have to wait until the holiday to do the 


work! 


Module 8 Foreign, Defense and Homeland Security Policy: Quiz due by Monday 7/6 at 11 


pm; Initial discussion posting due by Tuesday 7/7 at 11 pm; additional postings due by, and 


module closes on, Thursday 7/9 11:00 pm 


For Module 8 please read: 


Dye chapters 15 Defense Policy and 16 Homeland Security 


CQ Articles Cyberwarfare Threat (October 6, 2017) and U.S. – Iran Relations (November 15, 


2019)  


Term Ends: Friday July 10 


Getting Started 


Go to the home page, go to Quizzes and click on “Pretest” and then “Take the Quiz” (as 


described above to document your participation in the course). After that, to begin the graded 


part of the course, click on Modules and then read and follow the instructions for Module 1: 


Policy Analysis and Evaluation. 





