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UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL FLORIDA 
U.S. GOVERNMENT  


POS 2041(001) 
COURSE SYLLABUS 


Fall 2021 
Dr. Bruce Farcau 


 
I.  Textbook (Required) 
 
O’Connor, Karen, Sabato, Larry, and Yanus Alixandra, American Government:  Roots 
and Reform.  2018 or latest edition. 
  
II.  Office hours:  MWF 0800-0900, adjunct office, 3rd floor of Phillips Hall, or by 
appointment.  The instructor can also be reached at bruce.farcau@ucf.edu.. 
 
III.  Course Description 
 
POS 2041 
U.S. GOVERNMENT 
Theory, organization, principles and function of national government, stressing 
relationships of individual to all levels of government in the political system.  This course 
includes a learning activity designed to ensure competence in the basic use of computers.   
Class will meet MWF from 0930-1020 in MSB 360 from 23 August through 3 December 
2021.  
 
1.     Students will develop and demonstrate an understanding of the basic principles and 
practices of American democracy and how they are applied in our republican form of 
government. 
 
2.      Students will develop and demonstrate an understanding of the United States 
Constitution and its application. 
 
3.      Students will develop and demonstrate knowledge of the founding documents and 
how they have shaped the nature and functions of our institutions of self-governance. 
 
4.      Students will develop and demonstrate an understanding of landmark Supreme 
Court cases, landmark legislation, and landmark executive actions and their impact on 
law and society. 
 
 
 
IV.  Test and Grading Policy 
 







 A.  There will be three (3) exams, none of which will be comprehensive.  Each 
exam is worth 25% of the final grade.  Each exam will consist of an essay test of two 
questions with answers of around 500 words each that will be posted via webcourses.  
The student will have some option as to which essay questions to answer (for example:  
Select two questions out of four provided.)  Student responses are not meant to be 
research papers, so citation is not required.  Answers should be in students’ own words 
demonstrating an understanding of the concepts.  Students will have several days to 
submit their responses via webcourses or as email attachments if necessary.  Tests will be 
based on the text and explanations of that material provided in lecture.   
 


 B.  A term paper of AT LEAST 8 pages of text (typed, double-spaced, with 
standard margins and Times New Roman 12-point font) besides any illustrations, 
bibliography, and footnotes.  The paper will be on any subject related to American 
government and politics, but the topic should be cleared with the instructor no later than 
September 30th.  There should be an analysis of the pros and cons of the issue (if 
appropriate) making use of sources on both sides and a discussion of the results of the 
legislation or decision. The paper should draw on at least five sources, including at least 
one from the internet (but some books as well), but not including the course text or 
general encyclopedias.  As a rule of thumb, sources that do not include an author’s name 
are not acceptable.  The idea is to demonstrate that the student has learned something 
about the topic beyond what is contained in the class text.  Direct quotes should be kept 
to a minimum.  The paper will be worth 25% of your grade.  The term paper will be due 
on or before November 12th and may be submitted via webcourses, email or hard copy.  
Papers will still be accepted on or before November 19th for a 10-point penalty.  Late 
papers will still be accepted by November 23rd, but will suffer a 25-point penalty, but no 
papers will be accepted after that date. 
 
 C.  Extra credit:  Students will have the opportunity to earn up to 10 point to be 
added to any test grade by writing a 4-page, typed report on any of the books on the list 
provided (3 pages summarizing the book, and one page of the student’s opinion of it.)  
Students are welcome to offer additional titles of politically related books for approval as 
well.  This will be due by November 23rd.  These may be submitted via hard copy or as 
email attachments.  Points will be added randomly to a student’s test score for final grade 
computation. No papers will be accepted after that date. 
 
 D.  Each test (modified for extra credit) and the term paper are all worth the same 
weight toward the final grade.  The percentage grade on each test will be averaged to 
result in the final grade.  The grade scale will be: 
   
  59 below = F 
  60-69      = D 
  70-79      = C 
  80-89      = B 
  90 above = A 







 E.  A portion of each class will be devoted to an open discussion of current events 
(related to US Government and Politics) during which students are welcome to raise 
questions or comments (in a civil and respectful environment.) 
 
V.  Competencies 
 
 Students will learn to analyze information about the American political system 
and relate it to current events under discussion.  They will be able to argue and explain 
their conclusions about political events.  Students will learn to recognize tactics of 
persuasion used by politicians and to evaluate their points of view.  Students will learn to 
express their views both in writing and orally and defend their positions when questioned.  
Students will be able to apply what they have learned in daily life, both when reading 
about political events and when exercising their rights and responsibilities as citizens. 


 
SCHEDULE 


(Subject to Change – Note that specific dates for tests are not given) 
 


WEEK     TOPIC    TEXT CHAPTER 
 
1        Logical Thinking  N/A 
      
2     Theory of Government 1 
         
3     The Constitution   2    
 
4     Federalism    3   
   
5     Civil Liberties   4 
 
6      Civil Rights   5 
 


    FIRST TEST 
 


7     Congress   6 
 
8     Presidency   7 
 
9     Bureaucracy   8 
 
10     The Judiciary   9 
 
     SECOND TEST 
 
11     Public Opinion  10 
     Media    13 
      







12     Interest Groups  14 
 
13     Political Parties  11 
 
14     Election Campaigns  12 
 
15     Political Economy  15 
     Welfare    
 
16     Foreign and Defense Policy 16 
        
       


THIRD TEST (Finals week, Monday, 9 December 1000-1230) 
 
STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES: 
 
 A.  Students are expected to attend every class, barring illness or true emergency.  
It is unlikely that a good grade can be earned without regular attendance in class.  It is the 
responsibility of the student to obtain lecture notes from another student in case of need. 
 
 B.  Punctuality:  Classes will start promptly as scheduled.  If arriving late, please 
enter as discreetly as possible.  Do not leave until class is dismissed. 
 
 C.  Courtesy:  Beepers and cell phones should be turned off during class.  There 
should be no eating or drinking during class.  Any questions should be directed to the 
instructor, and the only other talking should be in response to questions from the 
instructor or at his direction.  
 
 D.  Cheating:  All written work should be your own.  Plagiarizing on term papers 
or otherwise cheating on tests will result in an automatic F grade for the entire course. 
 
 


FURTHER READING FOR EXTRA CREDIT PROJECT 
 


Anonymous, Primary Colors (novel) 
Bork, Robert H., The Tempting of America:  The Political Seduction of the Law 
Caro, Robert A., The Path to Power:  The Years of Lyndon Johnson 
Ceaser, James W., The Perfect Tie:  The True Story of the 2000 Presidential Election 
Coulter, Ann, Treason, High Crimes and Misdemeanors 
Crichton, Michael, State of Fear (novel) 
Evans, M. Stanton, Blacklisted by History 
Goldberg, Bernard, Bias 
Granger, Bill, Lords of the Last Machine:  The Story of Politics in Chicago 
Greenstein, Fred I., The Presidential Difference: Leadership Style from FDR to Clinton 
Halberstam, David, The Best and the Brightest 
Hayek, Frederick, The Road to Serfdom 







Kissinger, Henry, Does America Need a Foreign Policy? 
Kurtz, Howard, Spin Cycle:  Inside the Clinton Propaganda Machine 
Levin, Mark, Men in Black 
Moore, Michael, Stupid White Men 
McCullough, David, Truman 
Olson, Barbara, The Final Days 
O’Rourke, P. J. , Parliament of Whores, Eat the Rich 
Ravitch, Diane, Left Back 
Riker, William H., The Art of Political Manipulation 
Saffire, William, Scandalmonger (novel) 
Sammon, Bill, At Any Cost:  How Al Gore Tried to Steal the Election 
Schlessinger, Arthur, The Thousand Days 
Shlaes, Amity, The Forgotten Man 
Smith, Hedrick, The Power Game 
Tocqueville, Alexis de, Democracy in America (either volume) 
Woodward, Robert, All the President’s Men, Plan of Attack,  The Choice,  The Brethren 
 
1. Academic Integrity (faculty members may elect to include only those items that are 
relevant to the types of assignments in their courses)  


Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of Conduct at 
<http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/process/roc>. According to Section 1, “Academic Misconduct,” 
students are prohibited from engaging in   
a. Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, 
information or study aids in any academic exercise unless specifically authorized by the 
instructor of record. The unauthorized possession of examination or course‐related material 
also constitutes cheating.   
b. Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral means: The 
presentation of material which has not been studied or learned, but rather was obtained 
through someone else’s efforts and used as part of an examination, course assignment, or 
project.   
c. Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to another person, 
student, and/or uploading course material to a third‐party vendor without authorization or 
without the express written permission of the university and the instructor. Course 
materials include but are not limited to class notes, Instructor’s PowerPoints, course syllabi, 
tests, quizzes, labs, instruction sheets, homework, study guides, handouts, etc.  
d. Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work.   
e. Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the source, 
thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s own.   
f. Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than once 
without the express written permission of the instructor.   
g. Helping another violate academic behavior standards.   
  
For more information about Academic Integrity, students may consult The Center for 
Academic Integrity <https://academicintegrity.org/>.  
  
For more information about plagiarism and misuse of sources, see “Defining and Avoiding 
Plagiarism: The WPA Statement on Best Practices” <http://wpacouncil.org/node/9>.   







  
Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating  
Students should also familiarize themselves with the procedures for academic misconduct in 
UCF’s student handbook, The Golden Rule 
<http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/docs/goldenrule.pdf>. UCF faculty members have a 
responsibility for students’ education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to prevent 
unethical behavior and when necessary respond to academic misconduct. Penalties can 
include a failing grade in an assignment or in the course, suspension or expulsion from the 
university, and/or a “Z Designation” on a student’s official transcript indicating academic 
dishonesty, where the final grade for this course will be preceded by the letter Z. For more 
information about the Z Designation, see <http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade>.    


  
2. Course Accessibility Statement (this language was provided by Student Accessibility 
Services)  


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all 
persons with disabilities. Students with disabilities who need disability‐related access in this 
course should contact the professor as soon as possible. Students should also connect with 
Student Accessibility Services (SAS) <http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/> (Ferrell Commons 185, 
sas@ucf.edu, phone 407‐823‐2371). Through Student Accessibility Services, a Course 
Accessibility Letter may be created and sent to professors, which informs faculty of potential 
access and accommodations that might be reasonable. Determining reasonable access and 
accommodations requires consideration of the course design, course learning objectives and 
the individual academic and course barriers experienced by the student.  


  
3. Campus Safety Statement   


Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise during class, everyone needs to 
work together. Students should be aware of their surroundings and familiar with some basic 
safety and security concepts.   
 In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance.   
 Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall near the 
door. Students should make a note of the guide’s physical location and review the online 
version at <http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html>.  
 Students should know the evacuation routes from each of their classrooms and have a 
plan for finding safety in case of an emergency.  
 If there is a medical emergency during class, students may need to access a first‐aid kit 
or AED (Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those are located, see 
<http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/workplacesafety.html> (click on link from menu on left).  
 To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text 
alerts by going to <my.ucf.edu> and logging in. Click on “Student Self Service” located on the 
left side of the screen in the toolbar, scroll down to the blue “Personal Information” heading 
on the Student Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the information, including e‐mail 
address, cell phone number, and cell phone provider, click “Apply” to save the changes, and 
then click “OK.”  
 Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their 
instructors outside of class.  
 To learn about how to manage an active‐shooter situation on campus or elsewhere, 
consider viewing this video (<https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk>).   


  







Campus Safety Statement for Students in Online‐Only Courses  
Though most emergency situations are primarily relevant to courses that meet in person, 
such incidents can also impact online students, either when they are on or near campus to 
participate in other courses or activities or when their course work is affected by off‐campus 
emergencies. The following policies apply to courses in online modalities.   
 To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text 
alerts by going to <my.ucf.edu> and logging in. Click on “Student Self Service” located on the 
left side of the screen in the toolbar, scroll down to the blue “Personal Information” heading 
on the Student Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the information, including e‐mail 
address, cell phone number, and cell phone provider, click “Apply” to save the changes, and 
then click “OK.”  
 Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their 
instructors outside of class.  
  


4. Make‐Up Assignments for Authorized University Events or Co‐curricular Activities  
Students who represent the university in an authorized event or activity (for example, 
student‐athletes) and who are unable to meet a course deadline due to a conflict with that 
event must provide the instructor with documentation in advance to arrange a make‐up. No 
penalty will be applied. For more information, see the UCF policy at: 
<http://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4‐
401.1MakeupAssignmentsForAuthorizedUniversityEventsOrCocurricularActivities.pdf)  
  


5. Religious Observances  
Students must notify their instructor in advance if they intend to miss class for a religious 
observance. For more information, see the UCF policy at:   
<http://regulations.ucf.edu/chapter5/documents/5.020ReligiousObservancesFINALOct17.p
df>.  


  
6. Deployed Active Duty Military Students  


Students who are deployed active duty military and/or National Guard personnel and 
require accommodation should contact their instructors as soon as possible after the 
semester begins and/or after they receive notification of deployment to make related 
arrangements.  
  


 
 








Fall term 2021 


PUP 3203 (92894) Environmental Politics 


THIS IS A SERVICE LEARNING COURSE REQUIRING 20 HOURS OF 


VOLUNTEERING BY THE LAST DAY OF CLASS - SO GET THIS ORGANIZED 


EARLY. REMOTE WORK IS ACCEPTED, AND THERE ARE SUGGESTIONS ON 


THE SERVICE LEARNING PAGE. 


• Pre-requisites:  ENC 1102 or POS 2041 or course instructor permission. Meeting times: 


this class is online in webcourses. Hardware requirements: a computer with internet 


access. No software is required for this course. 


Instructor Contact 


Instructor: Professor Peter J. Jacques, Ph.D. 


• Office Hours:  Thursdays Noon-2pm and Fridays 9-11am. These are in-person, but we 


can also schedule phone or zoom calls.  


Office Phone: 407-823-2608 


Peter.Jacques@ucf.edu  (urgent issues) 


Coursemail for all normal issues 


Some expectations: 


• I normally will try to respond to email within 24 hours during the work week; I may not 


check email on the weekend. 


• We try to have assignments graded within a week of submission, but sometimes it simply 


takes longer, so please be patient. Note, the best way to get feedback from me is to use 


office hours.  


• The kind of feedback you will receive will be through rubrics, text comments, and 


sometimes we will mark up you document with comments-- so be sure to look at the 


original document. 


• To set expectations, understand that simply fulfilling writing requirements typically earns 


a C. Students wishing to earn a higher grade need to perform above satisfactory (B) or 


outstanding (A). There are obviously different levels of quality I see, so just following 


instructions is step one, not the only step. I am glad to help you though!! 


 


Course Description 



file:///C:/courses/1364543/modules/items/13721497

https://sciences.ucf.edu/politicalscience/people/jacques-peter/

mailto:Peter.Jacques@ucf.edu





The catalogue reads: “An examination of politics and policymaking concerning issues of 


conservation, pollution and development of land, air, and water resources”. In this class we will 


survey several topics and dimensions of environmental politics, primarily as they relate to 


domestic US concerns including the dynamics and history of environmentalism and the 


environmental movement, common pool resource problems, environmental justice concerns, and 


the regulatory conditions for making policy. 


Intended Student Learning Objectives 


• In this course you will do more than learn material, though there is lot to learn! The 


course objectives here work on several levels. 


Academic: Students will assess and evaluate a broad history of U.S. environmentalism, anti- 


environmentalism, and thinking.  Students will compare environmental ethics and policy, 


common pool and collective action problems in the environment, environmental justice, and the 


general institutional environment within which environmental policies are made (or ignored). 


• Given propositions about environmental politics, the student will critique essays with 


increasing proficiency across the term.  


• Given readings and lecture/written lectures in environmental politics and history, the 


student will recognize key concepts in exams with a 70 or better across four exams. 


• Given an environmental problem, the student will develop essays which are logical, 


cogent, supported by evidence, and proficiently expressed. 


  


Civic: Students will evaluate, synthesize and apply models of civic theory to environmental 


problems. We will confront and interrogate what it means to be a citizen of a community, and 


how ecology interacts with our expectations of civic responsibility. 


Personal: In addition to learning, students of this course will reflect upon the notion of service, 


and consider their own expectations for environmental citizenship in a changing Earth system.  


Students will devote time and energy with others working on environmental challenges to think 


about how the good life and ecology intersect. 


Course Materials and Resources 


• Environmental Policy Paradox, 7th edition by Zachary Smith, published by Taylor. --- 


(referred to as EPP here). 


• The Monkeywrench Gang, Edward Abbey 


• New York Times at least 3x weekly, freely available at the library. If you subscribe make 


sure you say you want the cheaper student subscription. Digital-only subscriptions are 


even cheaper. 


Course Rationale 







General approach:  


Read. Write. Get feedback, evaluate your peer’s work, re-think, revise, take the exam. We will 


strengthen our thinking and writing while we come to understand US environmental politics in a 


thorough manner. Every first submission of every essay is a draft because writing/thinking is 


iterative and requires editing.  Revision is required to advance our thinking. You will review 


several drafts of your peers and you will receive several reviews of your essays. I will not grade 


or read your first drafts (unless you meet me in office hours, then I am glad to go over drafts). 


This is so you have a low-stakes opportunity to take chances and fail before the larger grade. 


You will then submit a final draft of every essay.  


Exams: Exam 1 and 2 will be open until just before withdrawal deadline; Exams 3 & 4 will be 


open until the end of classes to allow you as much flexibility as possible. You may take the exam 


anytime during this period, but the structure of the course is designed to let you think about the 


material, turn in your final draft paper on Friday, then take the exam afterward. These are 75 


minute exams, 50 questions, 100 points available each, all based on course material of the 


specific module and are found in the “Quizzes” section of Canvas. You can only take the exam 


once, you have 75 minutes, and typically the answers are "all or nothing"- that is they won't 


register partial credit for partially correct answers. Likewise-- when choosing the answer "all 


answers listed" do not tick the remaining options, the exam will count them as incorrect, so if 


you want to choose "all of the answers listed", only choose that answer. 


NOTE FROM UCF ADMINISTRATION: All faculty are required to document students’ 


academic activity at the beginning of each course. In order to document that you began this 


course, please complete the syllabus quiz by the end of the first week of classes or as soon as 


possible after adding the course. Failure to do so may result in a delay in the disbursement of 


your financial aid. [In this course there is a "syllabus quiz" to satisfy this requirement. 


Course Evaluation and Grading 


ESSAY AND PEER-REVIEW DIRECTIONS. SEE WEBCOURSES FOR DUE DATES 


AND TIMES OF EACH ASSIGNMENT 


 Each essay will have specific directions about how to focus your thoughts in their respective 


assignment area in webcourses.  


 IMPORTANT -- FIRST DRAFT CRITERIA: 


First drafts of essays must adhere to the following: 


• Have between 1000-1200 words 


• Cite three assigned readings found assigned anywhere on the syllabus -- and one article 


from the assigned newspaper, unless otherwise directed in the assignment. Please use 


APA unless directed otherwise. 







Again, understand that you do not receive a grade for your first draft, and I do not read your first 


draft in order to allow you to take risks and experiment. Your grade is actually based on your 


peer-reviews, below.  


Criteria for Peer-Review (models of peer-reviews can be found here) 


• You will receive a grade of up to 50 points for conducting peer-reviews, which are done 


in small groups where you submit your first draft. 


• You will be working in the same peer-review group through the term unless there is need 


to move someone. Review at least 2 peers’ essays each round (so if you are in a group of 


5 do at least 2 and make sure everyone in the group is reviewed); if there is only 1 essays 


to review, just do what is available and there is no penalty. 


• This will take time—probably 30 minutes for each paper, plan for it.  


• You will be graded on your ability to evaluate and think about other people’s 


propositions, which means thinking about the substance of the position, its support, 


articulation, and logic. Do not try to protect the author’s feelings—don’t be purposefully 


mean-- but cut to the chase as a favor to them and as practice honing your evaluative 


abilities. Do not suggest revisions, you are merely responding to the paper based on the 


guidelines below. These reviews, counter-intuitively, are not for the benefit of the writer, 


but for increasing the reflexive judgement-- critical thinking—of the reader. 


• Respond to the paper on each these grounds, and number your answers in accordance 


with each question (you need not restate the question in your review): 


1. Re-phrase the author’s thesis/proposition.  


2. Identify the evidence used for this proposition. Does this evidence come from assigned 


reading?  Is each support used a) in passing  b) with some detail from the reading  c) with 


more than three details from the reading. Finally, is the evidence sufficient? 


3. What are the writer’s assumptions? Show support for your identified assumptions. (tip: 


the assumptions can be derived from the thesis if you have understood the thesis 


correctly) 


4. What are the consequences of this proposition? Who will gain and who will lose from 


this proposition? Who will it empower?  


5. What is the effect of this proposition on the “public good,” as far as you can tell?   


6. Where does the author place responsibility- the individual, government, civil society, 


corporations, or somewhere else/combination? What are the repercussions of placing 


responsibility where it is?  


7. Is the writing expert, needs work, or very hard to read? 


8. Based on your assessment, assign a score out of 100 that you think that I, the instructor, 


or the GTA would assign if we were to grade it and include a brief rationale. 


  


Rubric for Peer reviews: 


1. Depth of your analysis of peer’s paper 25 points. 


2. Thoroughness of your explanations 25 points. 







  


Criteria for Final Draft of Essays 


• Same criteria as the first draft, and a brief introductory note on what the peer-review 


feedback prompted you to reform and rethink. 


• Is graded by me for readability, strong use of three assigned readings and one newspaper 


article from the NYT, argument, quality of revision, and proper use of APA citation 


formatting. Remember to put a revision explanation at the top of you final draft, 


otherwise the revision doesn’t get any points. Revisions that only focus on grammar are 


not too impressive, because there is little re-thinking of substance-- so you know.  


 Course Final Grades are based on a total of 1000 points: 


 Letter Grade Points 


A 900-1000 points 


B 800 – 899 points 


C 700 – 799 points 


D 600 – 699 points 


F 599 and below 


   


Assignment Percentage of Grade 


Peer-reviews of  Draft Essays 20% (200 pnts) 


2 Final Essay Drafts  40% (400 pnts) 


4 Exams 40% (400 pnts) 


Total 100% (1000 pnts) 


Schedule 


UCF Closed: Labor Day Sept 6, Veterans Day Nov 11, Thanksgiving Nov 25-27. 


Withdrawal Deadline: Oct 29, Last Day of Classes Dec 3 


• See assignments for directions and due dates of assignments 


  


  


Note that you will need to retrieve all the readings except those listed as "Course Reserves" 


which are available in the "Modules" section. These assigned readings (not in course reserves) 



file:///C:/courses/1381224/modules





can be retrieved from the library. To help you find them, use the guide to finding peer-reviewed 


journal articles, or ask a reference librarian or ask me during office hours!                  


Module 1: Environmentalism in America August 23-Sept 18 


Graded Assignments:     See webcourses for due dates 


First Draft Essay 1  submitted (not graded) 


Peer-reviews of Essay 1 drafts (complete 2 reviews) (Graded) 


Exam 1 


Introduction 


• Begin Reading Abbey, The Monkey Wrench Gang. New York: Harper Perennial Modern 


Classics, 1975. Reprint, 2006. Finish by before taking Exam 1 and writing Essay 1. 


• Chpts 1-3 in EPP 


 Early American Environmentalism 


• Part One of Nash, American Environmentalism: Readings in Conservation History. New 


York: Knopf, 1990. Course Reserve 


• Muir, "Save the Redwoods." Sierra Club Bulletin 9 (1920): 1-4. Course reserve. 


• Scott, J. C. (1998). Seeing like a state: How certain schemes to improve the human 


condition have failed. New Haven, CT: Yale University Press. Course Reserve, read 


only the section in reserve. 


 Radical Environmentalism 


• Vanderheiden, S. (2008). Radical environmentalism in an age of antiterrorism. 


Environmental Politics, 17(2), 299-318. doi: 10.1080/09644010801936248. (This should 


help a lot in understanding/contextualizing Abbey’s novel and with your book review). 


• Demaria, Federico, FranÇois Schneider, Filka Sekulova, and Joan Martinez-Alier. "What 


Is Degrowth? From an Activist Slogan to a Social " Environmental Values 22, no. 2 


(2013): 191-215. 


 Contemporary Issues: Counter-movement, polarization, and anthropocentrism 


• Jacques, P. J., Dunlap, R. E., & Freeman, M. (2008). The Organization of Denial: 


Conservative Think Tanks and Environmental Scepticism. Environmental Politics, 17(3), 


349 — 385. 


• Dunlap, R. E., McCright, A. M., & Yarosh, J. H. (2016). The Political Divide on Climate 


Change: Partisan Polarization Widens in the U.S. Environment: Science and Policy for 


Sustainable Development, 58(5), 4-23. doi:10.1080/00139157.2016.1208995. 



https://guides.ucf.edu/c.php?g=78763&p=508976

https://guides.ucf.edu/c.php?g=78763&p=508976





• Palmer, C., McShane, K., & Sandler, R. (2014). Environmental Ethics. Annual Review of 


Environment & Resources, 39(1), 419-442. doi: 10.1146/annurev-environ-121112-


094434 


 Dimensions of Ecological Citizenship 


• Dobson: “Ecological Citizenship” in Dryzek, John and David Schlossberg (eds). The 


Politics of the Earth: Environmental Discourses. Oxford and New York: Oxford 


University , 2005. Course reserve 


• Nash, R. F. (2010). Island Civilization: A Vision for Human Occupancy of Earth in the 


Fourth Millennium. Environmental History, 15(3), 371-380. doi: 10.1093/envhis/emq051 


• Goodall, J. (1998). ESSAYS ON SCIENCE AND SOCIETY: Learning from the 


Chimpanzees: A Message Humans Can Understand. Science, 282(5397), 2184-2185. 


doi:10.1126/science.282.5397.2184 


  


Module 2: Tragedy of the Commons? September 20-Oct 16 


Graded Assignments: 


Final Draft Essay 1 


Exam 2 


Collective Action Problems 


• Hardin, "The Tragedy of the Commons." Science 162, no. 12 (1968): 43-48. 


• Buck, "No Tragedy of the Commons." Environmental Ethics 7, no. 49 (1985): 48-54. 


• Ostrom, Elinor, and Christopher "Revisiting the Commons: Local Lessons, Global 


Changes." Science, 284, no. 5412 (1999): 278–83. 


  


Climate Change as a Collective Action Problem 


• Oreskes, "Beyond the Ivory Tower: The Scientific Consensus on Climate Change." 


Science 306, no. 5702 (December 3, 2004 2004): 1686. (one page) 


• Watch Oreskes’ 1 hour lecture on “The American Denial of Global Warming” here: The 


American Denial of Global Warming - Perspectives on Ocean Science 


• Parenti, Christian. (2013). A Radical Approach to the Climate Crisis. Dissent 60(3), 51-


57 


• Ostrom, Elinor. (2014). A Polycentric Approach for Coping with Climate Change. 


Annals of Economics and Finance, 15(1), 97-134. 


  



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2T4UF_Rmlio

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2T4UF_Rmlio





Ocean and Marine Problems 


• Eagle, J., & Thomson, B. N. (2003). Answering Lord Petty's Question: Dissecting 


Regulatory Overfishing. Ocean and Coastal Management, 46, 649-679. 


• Campling, L., Havice, E., & Howard, P. M. (2012). The Political Economy and Ecology 


of Capture Fisheries: Market Dynamics, Resource Access and Relations of Exploitation 


and Resistance. Journal of Agrarian Change, 12(2), 177–203. 


• Bennett, J. R., Shaw, J. D., Terauds, A., Smol, J. P., Aerts, R., Bergstrom, D. M., . . . 


Possingham, H. P. (2015). Polar lessons learned: long-term management based on shared 


threats in Arctic and Antarctic environments. Frontiers in Ecology and the Environment, 


13(6), 316-324. doi: 10.1890/14031. 


  


Commons, Enclosure, and Quarantine 


• Szasz, "The Dangerous Delusions of 'Inverted Quarantine'." The Chronicle of Higher 


Education: the Chronicle Review (January 25 2008). 


• Jackson, Indigenous Law and the Sea. Freedom for the Seas in the 21st Century: Ocean 


Governance and Environmental Harmony. edited by J. Van Dyke Washington, DC: 


Island Press, 1993. Course reserve. 


• Scharper, Stephen B, and Hilary "The Genetic Commons: Resisting the Neo-Liberal 


Enclosure of Life." Social Analysis (2006): 195-202. 


  


Module 3: Environmental Justice. October 18- Nov 6  


Graded Assignments: 


First Draft Essay 2 submitted but not graded 


Peer-reviews of Essay 2 drafts (complete 2 reviews) (Graded) 


Exam 3 


 Environmental Justice Trends 


• Mohai, P., Pellow, D., & Roberts, J. T. (2009). Environmental Justice. Annual Review of 


Environment and Resources, 34(1), 405-430. doi: doi:10.1146/annurev-environ-082508-


09434 


• Chakraborty, J. (2009). Automobiles, Air Toxics, and Adverse Health Risks: 


Environmental Inequities in Tampa Bay, Florida. Annals of the Association of American 


Geographers, 99(4), 674-697. doi: 10.1080/00045600903066490. 







• Brulle, R. J., & Pellow, D. N. (2006). ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE: Human Health 


and Environmental Inequalities. Annual Review of Public Health, 27(1), 103-124. doi: 


doi:10.1146/annurev.publhealth.27.021405.102124 


 Theory and Environmental Justice 


• Pinderhughes, "The Impact of Race on Environmental Quality: An Empirical and 


Theoretical Discussion." Sociological Perspectives 39, no. 2 (June 1, 1996 1996): 231-


48. 


• Schlosberg, "Reconceiving Environmental Justice: Global Movements and Political 


Theories."Environmental Politics 13, no. 3 (2004): 517-40. 


• Harrison, Jill "Neoliberal Environmental Justice: Mainstream Ideas of Justice in Political 


Conflict over Agricultural Pesticides in the United States." Environmental Politics 23, no. 


4 (2014/07/04 2014): 650-69. 


 Indigenous Issues 


• Lone Wolf Hitchcock, 187 U.S. 553, 566-68 (1903). This is a Supreme Court Decision. 


• Churchill, "A Breach of Trust: The Radioactive Colonization of Native North America." 


American Indian Culture & Research Journal 23, no. 4 (1999): 23-69. 


• Allison, E. A. (2015). The spiritual significance of glaciers in an age of climate change. 


Wiley Interdisciplinary Reviews: Climate Change, n/a-n/a. doi: 10.1002/wcc.354 


Module 4: The Regulatory Environment – Nov 8- Dec 3 


Graded Assignments: 


Final Draft Essay 2 


Final Exam 


Institutions 


• Chpts 4-6 & 8 in EPP 


• Appendix A in EPP on policy approaches 


Debates about the Stakes of Regulation 


Pinchot, Gifford "The Use of the National Forests". The Fight for Conservation. New York: 


Doubleday, Page & Company, 


• Ackerman, Frank, and Lisa "Pricing the Priceless: Cost-Benefit Analysis of 


Environmental Protection." University of Pennsylvania Law Review (2002): 1553-84. 







• Davis, Devra Lee, and Carrie Forrester. 2004. "Past and Present Environmental Health 


Challenges in Southwestern Pennsylvania: Some Comments on the Right to a Clean 


Environment." American Journal of Law & Medicine 30: 305. 


• Werkheiser, I., & Noll, S. (2014). From Food Justice to a Tool of the Status Quo: Three 


Sub-movements Within Local Food. Journal of Agricultural & Environmental Ethics, 


27(2), 201-210. doi: 10.1007/s10806-013-9459-6 


• Suryanarayanan, S. (2015). Pesticides and pollinators: a context-sensitive policy 


approach. Current Opinion in Insect Science, 10, 149-155. doi: 


http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.cois.2015.05.009 


  


Core Policy Statements 


 


Missed Assignments/Make-Ups/Extra Credit 


• If you miss a deadline, talk to me about what happened. 


Attendance Policy 


As an online class, it is important to check in regularly, e.g., once a day. 


Other Policies 


When the following rules are violated, they can result in a grade deduction: 


 All communication must observe conventions of courtesy and professionalism: 


• Emails about questioning your grade are not allowed in this class. To further inquire 


about assigned grades you must use office hours to see me to go over the assignment. 


• When you email me, please be polite. For example, use a polite greeting and avoid 


issuing demands. If there is a problem, talk to me. 


• I do not accept work when you send it to me by email or late work unless you arrange it 


with me, so please don’t send me work you missed without talking to me about it. 


Likewise, if you submit an assignment late, I won't grade it unless you talk to me about 


it.  


 General operating rules of the course: 


If you want me to regrade an assignment, I might agree but it will be a total reconsideration of 


your assignment, not just one looking for good things I missed. 







• I do not use the +/- system, except when I round up a final semester grade and this only 


happens when the student is within 5 points of the higher grade and has not missed any 


assignments. Thus, if I round a grade up from a C because the student fulfills these 


criteria, the grade assigned will be a B-. 


• I allow extra credit. There is a maximum of one half of a letter grade available for EC 


over the whole semester grade for any class. If the course has an available 1000 points, 


then the most EC allowed is 50 points. 


o Up to 50 points may be earned by doing an outside book review. This book must 


be one you have not read, and which is NOT assigned for another course. I will 


consider this academic dishonesty; but, the reason is that the goal here is to widen 


your horizons. Essays that compare and use other readings are stronger. 


o Books must be approved by me and have some relevance to the course 


o Are 800-1000 words containing solid writing, explanations of the text, evaluation 


of the text, and connections to other literature. 


• You may also attend a public talk, which are often given by experts that come to UCF, 


and write a 2-page reaction paper. These papers are worth up to 25 points. I do not find 


the lectures for you, that is up to you, but you should get them approved by me first. 


• I cannot take care of technical problems--- contact webcourses@ucf.edu for this: 407-


823-0407 


• Encyclopedias and dictionaries, such as Wikipedia are not good authoritative sources, 


and should only be used to orient yourself to a topic, so if you use these as citations for 


course assignments, you lower the quality of the essay and that will be reflected in the 


grade. 


• Likewise, do not cite my written lessons in webcourses as sources, these are 


essentially my lectures and not really citable; you want to stick to published sources, 


especially peer-reviewed articles. 


• When pasting an essay into a textbox online, it helps if you go through the pasted essay 


and put paragraph breaks in manually to separate out the different paragraphs, since the 


text box will not use the formatting in from Word perfectly. Organization of the words 


matters because it reflects the organization of your thinking, so help me see this 


organization and you will score So, for example, the use of subheadings in your essays 


shows a plan and thought about how your essay is meant to build up and come together. 


• When doing any research, you will not involve human subjects unless we agree and an 


IRB approval is granted. Normally, this approach requires working on the project for 


multiple semesters. See here: 


http://www.research.ucf.edu/Compliance/IRB/Investigators/index.html if you are curious 


about what this is about. 


  


Academic Honesty 


Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of Conduct. According to Section 1, 


“Academic Misconduct,” students are prohibited from engaging in 



mailto:webcourses@ucf.edu

tel:407-823-0407

tel:407-823-0407

http://www.research.ucf.edu/Compliance/IRB/Investigators/index.html

http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/process/roc





1. Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information 


or study aids in any academic exercise unless specifically authorized by the instructor of 


record. The unauthorized possession of examination or course-related material also 


constitutes cheating. 


2. Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral means: The 


presentation of material which has not been studied or learned, but rather was obtained 


through someone else’s efforts and used as part of an examination, course assignment, or 


project. 


3. Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to another person, 


student, and/or uploading course material to a third-party vendor without authorization or 


without the express written permission of the university and the instructor. Course 


materials include but are not limited to class notes, Instructor’s PowerPoints, course 


syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, instruction sheets, homework, study guides, handouts, etc. 


4. Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work. 


5. Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the source, 


thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s own. 


6. Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than once 


without the express written permission of the instructor. 


7. Helping another violate academic behavior standards. 


For more information about Academic Integrity, students may consult The Center for Academic 


Integrity. 


For more information about plagiarism and misuse of sources, see “Defining and Avoiding 


Plagiarism: The WPA Statement on Best Practices.”  


Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating 


Students should also familiarize themselves with the procedures for academic misconduct in 


UCF’s student handbook, The Golden Rule. UCF faculty members have a responsibility for 


students’ education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to prevent unethical behavior and 


when necessary respond to academic misconduct. Penalties can include a failing grade in an 


assignment or in the course, suspension or expulsion from the university, and/or a “Z 


Designation” on a student’s official transcript indicating academic dishonesty, where the final 


grade for this course will be preceded by the letter Z. For more information about the Z 


Designation, click here.  


  


For Dr. Jacques’ courses specifically: 


All essays need to correctly use APA citations in the text, e.g. (Smith, 2004), and then have a 


“Work Cited” list at the end with full citations (not abbreviations) unless expressly noted 


otherwise in assignment directions. You must do this properly, so if you don’t know, come to me 


to learn or some other source—but there is a complete model of APA below. 



http://www.academicintegrity.org/icai/assets/FVProject.pdf

http://www.academicintegrity.org/icai/assets/FVProject.pdf

http://wpacouncil.org/node/9

http://wpacouncil.org/node/9

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/docs/goldenrule.pdf

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade





Plagiarism and cheating - presenting another’s ideas, arguments, words or images as your own, 


using unauthorized material, or giving or accepting unauthorized help on assignments or tests - 


contradict the educational value of these exercises. Students who attempt to obtain unearned 


academic credentials that do not reflect their skills and knowledge can also undermine the value 


of the UCF degrees earned by their more honest peers. Using anything more than three words in 


a row from someone else without proper attribution will be considered plagiarism and misuse of 


academic sources (both are violations of UCF’s codes for academic integrity). Violations of 


academic integrity will be reported to the Office of Student Conduct. 


 It is MUCH better to fail an assignment honestly than to be caught cheating and fail the course 


with the Z mark on your transcript. 


Anytime you are using another person’s ideas, in any way (so even if you are not quoting them), 


you must professionally cite the material you use while observing the above rule. If you do not 


properly identify sources you have used you risk plagiarizing and misuse of sources. This is how 


you avoid this problem and correctly cite and note sources: 


 Using APA: An Example for citing in text and for work cited at the end 


 If I write: “Early on, H.S. Gordon established the classic collective action problem for fisheries, 


and even today we continue to erode the potential rent in almost all fisheries." there should be a 


citation in the text like below: 


 Early on, H.S. Gordon (1954) established the classic collective action problem for fisheries, and 


even today we continue to erode the potential rent in almost all fisheries." And, if you are using a 


quote from the source, you must also pinpoint the page number of the text it is taken from like: 


 “Xyz….,” (Gordon, 1954, page 123). If a quote is more than three sentences on your page, it is 


reported in a block quote without quotation marks, but this is the only exception to using 


quotation marks when using other people’s words—the quotation marks are the crucial 


mechanism that tells the reader you are using other people’s words. Good writers tend to use 


quotations strategically at important places in their writing for support. The block quote looks 


like the text below, which is a portion out of early draft of our article “Hurricanes and 


Hegemony,” I wrote with a Dr. Claire Knox in public administration. Note how each assertion is 


supported with a citation and the different conditions, like the use of “Ibid” and the bracketed 


word “can” that indicates it is not part of the quote but an addition from us to make it make sense 


in context: 


 Introduction 


Richard Berman, CEO of the Washington DC Berman & Company consulting firm, gave a talk 


at a conventional energy industry meeting, which was subsequently recorded and leaked to the 


New York Times (Lipton, 2014) revealing counter-revolutionary efforts of the climate change 


countermovement (Brulle, 2013) that attacks environmental groups, unions, and animal rights 


organizations: 







People always ask me…: ‘How do I know that I won’t be found out as a supporter of what 


you’re doing?’ …We run all of this stuff through nonprofit organizations that are insulated from 


having to disclose donors. There is total anonymity. People don’t know who supports us 


(Berman quoted in Lipton, 2014, online). 


At this meeting, Berman collected “six figure contributions from some of the executives in the 


room – and then [can] hide their role in funding his campaigns” (Ibid, online) to attack 


environmental regulation as an attack on consumer freedom, but it was clear that the real 


interests at stake were those of the bourgeoisie class in the room. These are counter-


revolutionary efforts, or efforts to suppress social change and protect capitalist class structures 


and interests (Marcuse, 1972). 


Then, at the end of your document (no separate pages needed) there must be a list of sources 


cited in the text: 


  


References 


 Brulle, R. (2013). Institutionalizing delay: foundation funding and the creation of U.S. climate 


change counter-movement organizations. Climatic Change, 681-694. doi: 10.1007/s10584-013-


1018-7 


Gordon, H. S. (1954). The Economic Theory of a Common-Property Resource: The 


Fishery. Journal of Political Economy, 62(2), 124-142. doi: 10.2307/1825571 


Lipton, E. (2014, October 31). Hard-Nosed Advice From Veteran Lobbyist: 'Win Ugly or Lose 


Pretty': Richard Berman Energy Industry Talk Secretly Taped. The New York Times, p. A19. 


Retrieved from http://www.nytimes.com/2014/10/31/us/politics/pr-executives-western-energy-


alliance- (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site. speech-taped.html?_r=0 (Links to 


an external site.)Links to an external site. 


Marcuse, H. (1972). Counterrevolution & Revolt. New York: Beacon Press. 


 Finally, … 


 In order to deter plagiarism, some assignments may use http://www.turnitin.com.., (Links to an 


external site.)Links to an external site. an automated system which instructors can use to quickly 


and easily compare each student's assignment with billions of web sites, as well as an enormous 


database of student papers that grows with each submission. 


Accessibility Statement 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all 


persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students 


with disabilities who need accommodations in this course must contact the professor at the 



http://www.nytimes.com/2014/10/31/us/politics/pr-executives-western-energy-alliance-speech-taped.html?_r=0

http://www.nytimes.com/2014/10/31/us/politics/pr-executives-western-energy-alliance-speech-taped.html?_r=0

http://www.nytimes.com/2014/10/31/us/politics/pr-executives-western-energy-alliance-speech-taped.html?_r=0

http://www.nytimes.com/2014/10/31/us/politics/pr-executives-western-energy-alliance-speech-taped.html?_r=0

http://www.turnitin.com./

http://www.turnitin.com./





beginning of the semester to discuss needed accommodations. No accommodations will be 


provided until the student has met with the professor to request accommodations. Students who 


need accommodations must connect with Student Accessibility Services (Links to an external 


site.)Links to an external site., Ferrell Commons, 7F, Room 185, phone (407) 823-2371, 


TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting accommodations from the professor. 


  


Campus and Online Safety 


Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise during class, everyone needs to work 


together. Students should be aware of their surroundings and familiar with some basic safety and 


security concepts.  


  


• In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance. 


• Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall near the 


door. Students should make a note of the guide’s physical location and review the online 


version at http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html. 


• Students should know the evacuation routes from each of their classrooms and have a 


plan for finding safety in case of an emergency. 


• If there is a medical emergency during class, students may need to access a first-aid kit or 


AED (Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those are located, 


see http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/workplacesafety.html (click on link from menu on left). 


• To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text 


alerts by going to ucf.edu and logging in. Click on “Student Self Service” located on the 


left side of the screen in the toolbar, scroll down to the blue “Personal Information” 


heading on the Student Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the information, 


including e-mail address, cell phone number, and cell phone provider, click “Apply” to 


save the changes, and then click “OK.” 


• Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their 


instructors outside of class. 


• To learn about how to manage an active-shooter situation on campus or elsewhere, 


consider viewing this video. 


Online: 


Though most emergency situations are primarily relevant to courses that meet in person, such 


incidents can also impact online students, either when they are on or near campus to participate 


in other courses or activities or when their course work is affected by off-campus emergencies. 


The following policies apply to courses in online modalities.  


• To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text 


alerts by going to ucf.edu and logging in. Click on “Student Self Service” located on the 


left side of the screen in the toolbar, scroll down to the blue “Personal Information” 



https://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

https://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html

http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/workplacesafety.html
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https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk
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heading on the Student Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the information, 


including e-mail address, cell phone number, and cell phone provider, click “Apply” to 


save the changes, and then click “OK.” 


• Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their 


instructors outside of class. 


  


Active Duty Military 


Students who are deployed active duty military and/or National Guard personnel and require 


accommodation should contact their instructors as soon as possible after the semester begins 


and/or after they receive notification of deployment to make related arrangements. 


Copyright 


This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, images, text 


materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use doctrine in order to 


enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, download or distribute these 


items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for this online classroom environment and 


your use only. All copyright materials are credited to the copyright holder. 


Third-Party Software and FERPA 


During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or software 


applications sometimes called third-party software such as a blog or wiki. While some of these 


could be required assignments, you need not make any personally identifying information on a 


public site. Do not post or provide any private information about yourself or your classmates. 


Where appropriate you may use a pseudonym or nickname. Some written assignments posted 


publicly may require personal reflection/comments, but the assignments will not require you to 


disclose any personally identity-sensitive information. If you have any concerns about this, 


please contact your instructor. 


Students should contact their instructor(s) as soon as possible if they miss class for any illness 


reason to discuss reasonable adjustments that might need to be made. When possible, students 


should contact their instructor(s) before missing class. 


In Case of Faculty Illness – If the instructor falls ill during the semester, there may be changes to 


this course, including having a backup instructor take over the course. Please look for 


announcements or mail in Webcourses@UCF or Knights email for any alterations to this course. 


Course Accessibility and Disability COVID-19 Supplemental Statement – Accommodations may 


need to be added or adjusted should this course shift from an on-campus to a remote format. 


Students with disabilities should speak with their instructor and should contact sas@ucf.edu to 


discuss specific accommodations for this or other courses. 
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Course Description & Objectives 


This interdisciplinary course provides a foundation for understanding the complex socio-


political, cultural, and economic structure of the Middle East, a vague term that includes the 


States of North Africa, the Persian Gulf, and the Eastern Mediterranean Sea (known as the Near 


East). This class covers the major approaches, concepts, and methods, which are the necessary 


tools for analyzing and comprehending the social structure, governmental institutions, in addition 


to the formal and informal policies of this vital geographic region. 


Another purpose of this course is to go beyond stereotypes, and to stimulate students' critical 


thinking by the analysis of events and issues from both comparative as well as cross-cultural 


perspectives. The next objective is to provide an accurate and unbiased recent picture of social, 


economic, legal, political, and security challenges of the Middle Eastern nations in the post-Cold 


War period. The Middle East is a significant region for the West, because it is the source of the 


three major monotheistic religions of the world, and many of its natural resources, particularly 


the fossil fuels, are vital for the survival of the West. In the post-September 11th, the West 


(especially the US) is amazed by the level of anti-Western and anti-American sentiments in the 


region. Many ask: Why do they hate us? In response, some argue that we cannot do anything 


about the situation, while others suggest that the problem could have been avoided by a deeper 


and more comprehensive understanding of the Middle Eastern cultures, societies, and politics. 


Still others call for a revision of the failed Western policies in the last century in the region. 


These are some issues that we examine. 


Moreover, this class is to stimulate critical analyses of events and issues in global affairs. It is not 


my place to train students to be conservative or liberal people, but I use our readings and my 


lectures to stimulate your minds. However, I have no political agenda, especially since I am 


an independent, who does not even belong to any real political party. More importantly, this 


course will also assist students to improve their written and oral communication skills, to gain an 


ability to translate knowledge from one context to another, and to apply theory to practice. 


Gaining this knowledge is important not only for students, but also for government and business 


employees and those who realize that we live in an increasingly global village. 


Format 


Our Web (or online) course consists of only one section, which never meets in a regular 


classroom. However, you are strongly encouraged to watch the lecture videos, during which I 


gave hints about quiz and exam questions. There is no required in-class attendance, but students 


should think of our Web session like a Tuesday/Thursday course, which has required 


assignment deadlines on both Tuesdays and Thursdays. The recorded sessions are available 


in an on-line digital format on the course website. These recorded video lectures make 


understanding our courses materials much easier. Our experience indicates that students who 


watch the videos do much better in our course than those who do not. 


Every week, we start a new Reading Module (or lesson plan) on Tuesdays, and we have 


assignments due on Tuesdays and Thursdays. The required weekly Reading and Current Events 
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Postings are always due on Tuesdays at 11:59pm sharp. Our three Exam Modules also start on 


Tuesdays: their Review Sessions are online on Tuesdays and the Exams themselves are always 


online on Thursdays. The three Exam Modules are modules numbers 4 (First Midterm Exam or 


Exam 1), 8 (Second Midterm Exam or Exam 2), and 12 (Final Exam). The exams are available 


for only one day on Thursdays from 6am to 11:59pm, because UCF computer servers go on 


backup between 12midnight and 6am, so they cut off students. Also, every Thursday (with 


the exception of National Holidays), we have a quiz which is available only for one day from 


6am to 11:59pm (for the same reason). 


I prepared powerpoint lectures to make sense of a great deal of readings that students must 


complete in our text and website articles. Moreover, we heavily rely on our diverse readings 


(which provide us with a variety of views) and use them as additional lecture materials. I want 


my students to be exposed to many different ideas, not just one or two. In this course, we cover 


12 Modules or lessons (consist of 9 Reading Modules and 3 Exam Modules). Each Reading 


Module covers at least one text chapter, and at least a few articles from our website. Modules 


are organized as one-stop shop where related assignments, public discussions, postings, 


quizzes, exams, and surveys are linked inside modules for your convenience and efficiency. 


Each reading module is divided into six parts: 


1. Reading modules begin with required readings, all of which must be completed before 


Tuesdays required postings' deadlines at 11:59pm. Of course, you may begin reading 


ahead, since you have access to your text, website articles, schedule, and modules. 


2. Students are required to discuss the content of readings in our online required Weekly 


Discussion (due Tuesdays by 11:59pm), which involves each student replying directly 


to instructor’s analytical questions by using the Reply Button inside Instructor’s 


Posting. This means that students must read ALL materials before the discussions begin; 


and they must clearly document or cite ALL weekly readings in their posting. For the 


complete list of requirements and format of the assignment, please see the Discussion 


Posting Guidelines linked inside the Module and see the Sample Posting in Module 


Zero. Remember that the Canvas System does not accept late postings. Moreover, we 


cannot accept any gradable assignment by e-mail or Course Mail. 


3. Students should first complete Required Readings (including Book Chapters, Outlines, 


Summaries, Key Concepts, and Articles) for each module to better understand the subject 


before making their discussion posting. There are 11 discussion postings, but the first 3 


are required. For earning full 30 points, however, you must complete 6 postings.  


4. Moreover, there is an Optional Question Forum for exchanges among students who 


may have additional questions about the reading materials or current events. This 


optional forum is to facilitate communications among students, so they can exchange 


ideas and learn from one another. This is to create a Community of Learner, another 


UCF goal. The aim is to empower students by providing them the opportunity to act as 


teachers to help one another. Those students who act as teachers learn the materials better 


themselves, and those who listen to them tend to identify better with their own peers. 


This way, most reading questions are answered and vague points are clarified. And, we 


can make sure that the materials are clear for all students. So this Forum should help 


students with their preparation for the quizzes and tests. Thus, we use the Question 
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Forum for the question/answer period by students, for students, and via students 


themselves. Serving as a monitor, the instructor interjects in the Question Forum only 


when the students’ answers to the questions are not correct (or complete) or he may play 


the role of the devil’s advocate for providing students with different perspectives. 


5. For each reading module, the next step is a quiz that covers all reading materials of that 


particular module in addition to including questions from our course syllabus folder. 


There are 9 reading modules; and thus 9 quizzes. You are required to take the first 3 


of these 9 quizzes. However, I suggest that students take all 9 quizzes, so I can drop 


their lowest 6 quizzes scores. I add up their top 3 quizzes for their final total quiz score. 


6. The final step in any module is the Weekly Optional (ungraded) Survey, which is 


available if you click on the Module Description Page. These surveys are setup to be fully 


anonymous to provide privacy to students who are too shy to ask a direct question from 


the instructor (via Course Mail) or have a criticism of the course or the instructor during 


a particular module. These ungraded Surveys include two parts: the first covers the 


material highlights, but you may just say OK here, and move to the more important 


second part, where you place your criticism or praise. Since the surveys are fully 


anonymous, students should feel free to express themselves, make any constructive 


criticism of the lectures, readings, and/or format. As the instructor will not know the 


identity of the students in survey, then he may address such criticism in the Question 


Forum. If you have no criticism, you are NOT required to use these ungraded 


Optional Surveys. Of course, you are also welcome to provide any positive input, if you 


like any aspect of the class to help us maintain the more effective and useful parts of this 


course. Your input is certainly appreciated, even though you remain anonymous. 


As necessary, we may utilize audiovisual resources to further our understanding of the materials, 


if our Course Website technology allows us. Our course materials (except for our required text) 


are available on-line. 


Text 


The following books and materials are required for our class: 


• Louise Fawcett, International Relations of the Middle East, 5th ed., New York: Oxford 


University Press, 2019 (ISBN: 978-0-19-880942-5). 


 


Additional reading materials will be available at our Website. You may access them via our 


Class Website inside each Module. 
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PowerPoint Information 


Some of this course's content is displayed as PowerPoint files. If you do not have PowerPoint 


installed on your system, you can download a free PowerPoint Viewer from Microsoft for your 


Windows computer. If you have a Mac or Windows computer you can use OpenOffice. 


Teaching Philosophy 


Education is a tool for improving the quality of life.  Education is not an end in itself but a 


process.  My teaching philosophy is to encourage critical thinking, innovative problem-solving, 


practical application of theory, and tolerance of diverse ideas and cultures from an international 


perspective.  To achieve these goals, I employ an interactive teaching style, which empowers 


students by encouraging them to contribute to the ongoing discussion of both familiar and 


unfamiliar topics and materials. My teaching goals are both to share my academic knowledge 


and experience with my students and to inspire and help them to become life-long learners. 


General Policies 


Based on the UCF’s rules and standards, the instructor will pursue the following general policies: 


1. The professor reserves all rights to modify the content of the syllabus, class schedule, 


and/or the course, as it becomes necessary. Student must pay attention. 


2. With no exception, students MUST only use Course Mail, when they need to contact 


the professor and/or the class Teaching Assistant (TA). 


3. If you receive no reply from the instructor (and/or TA) within 48-hours (during regular 


business days & hours, M-F 8am-5pm) after sending your message (when he is not out-


of-town), it means that he did not receive your message. Please re-send the message. 


4. Respecting students’ privacy, the instructor provides student’s record only to the student 


himself/herself on a one-to-one basis. He will not discuss one student’s case in front of 


others in any public forum. Students are also not allowed to discuss their private cases in 


the public forums of our course. Thus, students must directly contact the instructor via 


Course Mail (not in class public forums), if they have questions about their own 


records, grades, or particular situations. 


5. Dr. Sadri encourages and welcomes questions as well as comments from all students. 


However, he will not allow any student to intimidate other students or dominate the class 


discussion. No student is allowed to impose his/her ideas on others or create an unhealthy 


class environment. 


6. Students Participation Score is penalized for repeated questions whose answers are in 


the syllabus folder (including syllabus and more) documents and course forums. 


7. With our generous drop policy, there is no need for changes in deadlines. However, 


please inform the professor, if you face special career situations (eg. military deployment 


to the front) or personal issues (e.g. hospitalization) not listed on the UCF calendar. 



http://www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?displaylang=en&FamilyID=048dc840-14e1-467d-8dca-19d2a8fd7485

http://www.openoffice.org/
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8. Since our course materials are on-line, all students MUST check Course Mail, class 


Web Forums, and their e-mails at least twice a day (once in the morning and once at 


nights) for new class announcements, news, messages and/or updates by professor or TA. 


9. Without exceptions, ALL written (gradable) assignments (postings, quizzes, and exams) 


MUST be submitted to our Course Website. The format requirement is single-spaced 


format, black color font, New Times Roman font, and 10-point font size. You are 


responsible for grammar and spell checking your work. 


10. In case of technical challenges with the Canvas, the Instructor may use students’ e-mail 


addresses from the UCF e-Community. Update your e-mail address at the Polaris (UCF 


Registration) system otherwise you may not receive certain emergency messages. 


11. If you have an official name change during the term, you must inform the instructor 


immediately, since UCF does not do that. 


12. Students should regularly check our Website Assignments Deadline page and avoid 


submitting assignments to our Course Website at the last minute. The Website clock 


may be different from your own time, and that may lead students to miss a deadline. Late 


assignments are considered missed. No gradable assignment, posting, quiz, or exam is 


accepted by e-mail or Course Mail. It is your responsibility to submit assignments 


before the Website deadlines, Eastern Standard Time (EST). 


13. Any grade (or score) dispute or participation discrepancy must be resolved within a 


week from the day (and time) when scores are posted or the discrepancy has occurred. No 


late (or last minute) appeals will be considered. 


14. Students, who take a passive (or inactive) role in our class, especially during the first 4 


weeks of the term, will be considered “disengaged,” based on UCF standards. They will 


be severely penalized on the case by case basis. 


 


Make-Up Policy 


Theoretically, there are no make-ups for our quizzes, exams, or Weekly Required 


Discussion Postings, since we have a very generous drop policy for each student throughout the 


term. Most students consider my “drop system” as a very generous make-up policy. 


Remember that the First Midterm Exam is required for all without an exception. After taking 


the First Exam, it can be replaced by the Second Midterm Exam, which has a higher score. 


However, the First and/or the Second Midterm Exams are NOT a replacement for the Final 


Exam. Also, there is no make-up for the Final Exam or the optional Extra Credit Quiz. 


Make-Up for Authorized University Events or Co-curricular Activities 
Students who represent the university in an authorized event or activity (for example, student-


athletes) and who are unable to meet a course deadline due to a conflict with that event must 


provide the instructor with documentation in advance to arrange a make-up. No penalty will be 


applied. For more information, see UCF policy: https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-401.pdf> 


 



https://fctl.ucf.edu/teaching-resources/course-design/syllabus-statements/

https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-401.pdf
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UCF General COVID Statement 


We recognize and understand the difficult times we are all in. The COVID-19 pandemic impacts 


us all in many ways, including physically, mentally, emotionally, financially, academically, and 


professionally. I will work with you on challenges you may be encountering and to provide 


support to help you succeed. However, please keep in mind that I will hold you accountable, 


especially in terms of our online class attendance, participation, and contributions. 


UCF Statement Regarding Masks 


Since our class is a W (or fully online) course without any face-to-face time, we do not have the 


same Mask requirements as the face-to-face courses. However, it is important that students know 


the following UCF policy.   


UCF expects that all members of our campus community who are able to do so get vaccinated, 


and we expect all members of our campus community to wear masks indoors, in line with the 


latest CDC guidelines. Masks are required in approved clinical or health care settings. 


UCF COVID & Illness Notification 


Students who believe they may have been exposed to COVID-19 or who test positive must 


contact UCF Student Health Services (407-823-2509) so proper contact tracing procedures can 


take place. Students should not come to campus if they are ill, are experiencing any symptoms of 


COVID-19 or have tested positive for COVID-19. 


Students should contact their instructor(s) as soon as possible if they miss class for any illness to 


discuss reasonable adjustments that might need to be made. When possible, students should 


contact their instructor(s) before missing class. 


 


Ethics & Turnitin.com 
 
In this course we will utilize turnitin.com, an automated system which instructors can use to 


quickly and easily compare each student’s assignment with billions of web sites, as well as an 


enormous database of student papers that grows with each submission. Accordingly, you will be 


expected to submit assignments through the Canvas Assignment Tool in electronic format. After 


the assignment is processed, as an instructor I receive a report from turnitin.com that states if 


and how another author’s work was used in the assignment. For a more detailed look at this 


process, visit http://www.turnitin.com. 


 


University Writing Center 



https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated.html

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated.html

https://fctl.ucf.edu/teaching-resources/course-design/syllabus-statements/

https://fctl.ucf.edu/teaching-resources/course-design/syllabus-statements/

http://www.turnitin.com/

https://fctl.ucf.edu/teaching-resources/course-design/syllabus-statements/

https://fctl.ucf.edu/teaching-resources/course-design/syllabus-statements/
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Beside a good deal of reading, our course involves a great amount of writing. When you have 


any challenges with writing assignments or if want to improve the quality of your work, see: 


University Writing Center, Trevor Colbourn Hall 109 


Satellite Locations: Main Library, Rosen Library, Online 


407-823-2197, http://uwc.cah.ucf.edu/ 


The University Writing Center (UWC) offers writing support to students from first-year to 


graduate in every discipline. Tutors provide help at every stage of the writing process, including 


understanding assignments, researching, drafting, revising, incorporating sources, and learning to 


proofread and edit. The UWC’s purpose is not merely to fix or edit papers, but to teach writing 


strategies that can be applied to any writing situation. Consultations are available for individuals 


and small groups. You may schedule a 45-minute appointment by clicking the Success 


Resources tab on Webcourses, calling the UWC at 407-823-2197, or through the UWC website. 


The UWC seeks graduate and undergraduate tutors from all majors. To learn more about 


becoming a writing tutor, please contact them. 


Rules of Conduct 


One of the University of Central Florida's most enduring academic traditions is its Rules of 


Conduct code. Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of Conduct at 


<https://scai.sdes.ucf.edu/student-rules-of-conduct/>. 


The instructor will follow the code and expects all students to do the same. As Golden Rule 


(https://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/) handbook clearly states, failure to comply with university rules 


may subject violator(s) to appropriate action by university authorities and/or appropriate civil 


authorities. Serious violations of university rules will be recorded in the record of the student(s). 


 


UCF Course Accessibility 


The UCF is committed to providing access and inclusion for all persons with disabilities. 


Students with disabilities who need access to course content due to course design limitations 


should contact the professor as soon as possible. Students should also connect with Student 


Accessibility Services (SAS) <http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/> (Ferrell Commons 185, 407-823-2371).  


 


Campus Safety Statement for Students in Online-Only Courses 
Though most emergency situations are primarily relevant to courses that meet in person, such 


incidents can also impact online students, either when they are on or near campus to participate 


in other courses or activities or when their course work is affected by off-campus emergencies.  


 


The following policies apply to courses in online modalities. 


• To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text 


alerts by going to <https://my.ucf.edu> and logging in. Click on “Student Self Service” 



http://uwc.cah.ucf.edu/

https://scai.sdes.ucf.edu/student-rules-of-conduct/

https://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

https://my.ucf.edu/
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located on the left side of the screen in the toolbar, scroll down to the blue “Personal 


Information” heading on the Student Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the 


information, including e-mail address, cell phone number, and cell phone provider, click 


“Apply” to save the changes, and then click “OK.” 


• Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their 


instructors outside of class. 


 


Deployed Active Duty Military Students 
Students who are deployed active duty military and/or National Guard personnel and require 


accommodation should contact their instructors as soon as possible after the semester begins 


and/or after they receive notification of deployment to make related arrangements. 


Religious Observation 
Students must notify their instructor in advance if they intend to miss class for a religious observance. For 


more information, see the UCF policy at: 


http://regulations.ucf.edu/chapter5/documents/5.020ReligiousObservancesFINALJan19 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 



https://fctl.ucf.edu/teaching-resources/course-design/syllabus-statements/

http://regulations.ucf.edu/chapter5/documents/5.020ReligiousObservancesFINALJa
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Course Requirements & Grading System 


The final grades are on a Point System. I do not use letter grades on assignments, postings, 


quizzes, or tests to avoid misleading interpretations of final grades. I encourage students to avoid 


letter grade interpretation of their scores. All Modules 0, 1, 2, & 3 assignments and the Final 


Exam are required for all. Exam 2 is ONLY required for those with low Exam 1 score. 


Our course is organized to create equal opportunity for students with different learning abilities 


and skills. If students are not doing well with a particular course requirement, they can still earn 


enough points to get a desirable final grade. Moreover, there is an opportunity to earn up to 5 


Optional Extra Credit Points for the final grade. 


 


 CRITERIA POINTS 
 


   


3 (out of 9) online Quizzes, 10 points each 


 


30 


   


6 (out of 11) online Discussion Postings, 5 points each  


 


30 


   


Required First Exam (Second Exam is required for low scores) 


 


20 


   


Required Final Exam (online) 


 


20 


  


TOTAL 


 


100 


   


Extra Credit (online) 


 


5 


Students are expected to participate in our online discussion forums. Individuals who are active 


by their early postings, extensive contribution to Discussion Forums, participating in Optional 
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Forums, and helping other students in our Optional (Question, Technical, From the Grapevine) 


Forums are eligible for a higher participation score. In addition, if their final grade is on the 


borderline between two grades (e.g., A- & B+), their participation record is the key factor in my 


decision for a higher grade. 


NOTE: Please feel free to check only your raw scores on the Canvas Gradebook anytime. 


However, the Canvas provides Inaccurate and Misleading Grade Statistics, because it does 


not take into account our generous drop policy. Canvas simply adds all your scores regardless of 


their quality, ranking, and dropping the lowest figures. For students, Canvas grade statistics often 


show a very high performance percentage which is seriously wrong. For the accurate report of 


your grade standing, please simultaneously email the professor and Teaching Assistants (TAs).     


     


 Letter Grade Points 


A 93 - 100 points 


A- 90 - 92 points 


B+ 87 - 89 points 


B 83 - 86 points 


B- 80 - 82 points 


C+ 77 - 79 points 


C 73 - 76 points 


C- 70 - 72 points 


D+ 67 - 69 points 


D 63 - 66 points 


D- 60 - 62 points 


F 59 and below 


Since the grading is based on a simple point system, at any time during the term you should be 


able to add your earned points together to recognize your projected grade. Please feel free to 


contact the instructor directly, if you have any questions about your grade. Moreover, the 


instructor will use the plus and minus grading system which allows for a more accurate and fair 


evaluation of student performance. The range for each grade is indicated in the table. 


Quizzes 


To learn about our course topic, one must understand diverse political issues at national, 


regional, and international levels. Based on schedule, students are required to read (free of any 


cost) articles linked inside each Module of our Webcourses@UCF online course in association 


with each text chapter. To confirm that module readings are understood, there are NINE 


CLOSED-BOOK multiple choice online quizzes--each related to one reading module. Closed-


Book means that one is not supposed to use the reading materials while one takes the quiz. 


Out of the 9 quizzes, only the first three quizzes are required for each student. However, students 


are welcome to take all other quizzes as well to maximize their total quiz scores. 
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With only 10 questions, each quiz is worth 10 points. It covers all readings in one particular 


module plus questions from the Syllabus Folder to make sure that everyone knows the class 


rules for their own benefits, according to the recommendation of the UCF Course development 


office. Moreover, the same UCF office suggests that Quizzes (with 10 questions) should be set 


for only 5 minutes. However, I extended the time limit to 10-minutes for each quiz. For the 


quizzes, our records show that majority of students take only about 5.5 minutes—a record very 


close to what the UCF staff suggested for time limit. 


Now the question is: What should be done about those who need more time? I can certainly 


identify with those who may need more time, simply because of my own learning disabilities. 


Please do not repeat my personal challenging school experience to ignore my learning 


disabilities for years; and get yourself tested for learning disabilities and report it to the UCF 


Office of Disability. This way, you can legally receive double-time for the quizzes and texts, 


based on Federal and UCF rules. If you do not have learning disability, please contact the 


professor to help you improve your Study Habits and Methods, so you would be more efficient 


and effective in taking the quizzes and earn higher scores.  


About Canvas System timing, depending on your type of Internet Connection to UCF system, 


some students will get cut off at the 10-minute time limit for the quizzes. While others may be in 


time violation. To avoid any penalty points, I strongly suggest that you submit your answers 


before the 10th minute starts. Time violations are penalized by 1 point for each extra minute. 


Moreover, UCF computer servers some nights go on backup (sometimes between 12 mid-


night to 6am), so some students were cut off in the past. Thus, our quizzes cannot be open for 


more than a day. Each quiz is only open for one Thursday from 6:00am to 11:59pm, each quiz is 


linked inside its own module. As mentioned earlier, quizzes are designed for 5 minutes, but you 


have up to 10-minutes to complete each. The exceptions to this rule are the students registered 


with the UCF Student Disability Services. These students have double time (i.e., 20 minutes) 


for each quiz, based on UCF rules. However, the Disability Students MUST ask the UCF 


Disability Services to provide the professor with confirmation of their status in the first 


week of the term. These students cannot use the extra time until the instructor receives the 


notification from UCF Disability office. 


UCF aims to prepare students for both objective and subjective tests. Quizzes are examples of 


objective tests. The quiz questions are multiple-choice and/or true-false in nature. Since there is 


no make-up for the quizzes, it is strongly recommended that students take all 9 quizzes and 


maximize their chance of higher total quiz score and avoid possible computer and network 


technical problems, which may lead to losing the opportunity to submit their quiz. To calculate 


students' total quiz scores, however, the professor will automatically drop their 6 lowest quiz 


scores and use only the top 3 out of their 9 quiz scores for each student. Students may earn up to 


a total of 30 points for their total quiz score. 


Note: It is normal that for some, quizzes would seem more challenging than for other students. 


The key issue for success on the quizzes is to master the readings. This means that you must 


fully repeat the readings at least 3 times, which is what I also do while preparing for my lectures. 


There is no shame in reading the materials 3 times, based on current educational standard. 
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For those students, who do not master the readings, the 10-minute time limit will seem too short. 


For those who do not master the readings, it is impossible to cheat on the quizzes, because 


Canvas System choose 10 random questions (from a large question pool) for each student. No 


two quizzes are the same, because the question pool is very large with at least a couple of 


hundred questions. Even if a few students take the same quiz together, they will certainly have 


different sets of quiz questions within their own 10-minute. Moreover, the quizzes get harder as 


the term moves on, so I made the first three easier quizzes required for all. There is no choice, 


but to master (or comprehend, not just memorize) the assigned readings. If you have questions, 


please ask us by direct emails.  


 


Exams 


Our class has 3 exams: First and Second Midterm Exams as well as Final Exam. First Exam and 


the Final Exam are required for all students without any exception. Second Exam is only 


required for those whose First Exam score is low (i.e., below 16 out of 20 points or what students 


say at “C” or less levels).  


 


All 3 exams are Closed-Book online tests. In a Closed-Book test, one may mention our text or 


lecture materials (only from their memory), but one does NOT directly "quote" text or lectures 


(with page numbers of the readings). Students should NOT document their test writings. 


Documenting is citing the author along with page numbers. In a closed-book test, quoting or 


documenting is considered plagiarism, which is a punishable act based on UCF rules. 


  


Each exam covers about one-third of the course materials. All students are required to take 


the First Midterm Exam without an exception. Those who do not do well on the First Exam 


(or Exam 1) are then required to take the Second Midterm Exam (or Exam 2). For these two 


midterm exams, the instructor drops the lowest score for each student. If you miss an exam, it 


will automatically earn zero. The First or Second Midterm Exam is not a replacement for the 


Final Exam. The Final Exam is required for all students without an exception. The Final Exam 


covers the last third of the term. There is no make-up for the Final Exam, so students must 


take it as scheduled, linked on Module 12. Please put our exam dates on your schedule.  


 


After Final Exam, please take the Post-Test, as a sign of your learning level and engagement in 


our class. Post-Test has the same questions as Pre-Test which is linked in Module 1. Pre-Test is 


also required as a sign of initial learning and engagement in our class. The final grade of those 


who fail to take Pre-Test and Post-Test will be penalized. 
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Regarding format, each exam will provide equal opportunity to students with different learning 


abilities. In this regard, each exam has 3 parts: In Part 1, there are Objective Questions or 


multiple choice; in Part 2, Short-Answers Questions that are a combination of objective and 


subjective questions); and in Part 3, Essay Questions, which are considered more subjective. In 


the First Part of the exam, there will be 7 objective questions (consist of multiple and/or true-


false questions), each worth 1 point. There are no choices in this part and all questions must be 


answered. The Second Part of the exam consists of short-answer questions, each of which can 


be answered briefly in one sentence. In this part, students have options, and are required to 


answer only 2 questions, not more and not less. There will be a penalty for answering more or 


less than 2 questions in this part. Each short-answer question is worth 3 points for a total of 6 


points. The Third Part of the exam is made of essay questions, which are considered subjective 


questions. Students have options and are required to answer only one essay question, which is 


worth 7 points, including 2 points for the essay outline (see sample outline and essay format in 


Modules 4, 8, and 12). Organize your thoughts and write down an outline with at least 5 Roman 


Numerals (subdivided into at least a couple of points) before starting the essay. For this outline, 


the First and Last Roman Numerals refer to the Introduction and Conclusion sections. The 


other three Roman Numerals must relate to the other three mini questions inside your essay 


question. The outline is worth only 2 points, so take it seriously. 


 


The essay must be an extensive answer (at least 500 words in length), which will be evaluated 


based on following criteria: clarity, content, organization, comprehensiveness, argument 


quality, and supporting evidence (facts and examples). Before submitting exam, essay answer 


must be single-spaced format, New Times Roman font, black color font, and 10-point font size. 


You are responsible for grammar and spell checking your work. There is penalty for violation 


of these rules. Hint: Use at least a separate paragraph for each of your Roman Numerals. 


  


Since UCF servers some nights go on backup (between 12 midnight to 6am) and some 


students were cut off in the past, our exams cannot be open for more than a day. Each required 


exam is only open for one Thursday from 6:00am to 11:59pm. Based on UCF Course 


Development staff suggestions, our exams are designed for 45 minutes, but you have up to 60-


minutes to complete each. The exceptions to this rule are the students registered with the UCF 


Student Disability Services. These students have double time for each exam, based on UCF 


rules. However, the Disability Students must ask the UCF Disability Services to provide the 


instructor with documentations of their status in the first week of the term. These students cannot 


use the extra time until the instructor receives the notification from the Disability Services. 


  


The UCF Canvas System does not save your answers, if you violate the time even by a micro 


second. Depending on your Internet Connection to UCF, some students will get cut off at the 60-
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minute time limit, while others will be in time violation. I strongly suggest that you save and 


submit your answers before the 60th minute starts. Time violations are penalized by 1 point for 


each extra minute. 


Extra Credit 


There is one Optional Extra Credit opportunity worth 5 points throughout the term. This Extra 


Credit is a Quiz that covers a number of Optional Reading Assignments in Module 12 at the 


end of the term. This quiz has the same format and requirements as a regular quiz, so read the 


Quiz section. The Extra Credit Quiz is linked in the Module 12 and it is listed in our Class 


Schedule. The difference between the Extra Credit Quiz and other quizzes is that you have only 


5 questions and have only 5 minutes for Extra Credit Quiz. 


  


Since UCF servers some nights go on backup (sometimes between 12 midnight to 6am) and 


some students were cut off in the past, this extra credit quiz cannot be open for more than a 


day. It is only open for one day from 6:00am to 11:59pm. Extra Credit Quiz is designed for 2.5 


minutes, based on UCF Course Development staff.  However, you have up to 5-minutes to 


complete it. The exceptions to this rule are the students registered with the UCF Student 


Disability Services. These students have double time for the Extra Credit Quiz, based on UCF 


rules. However, the Disability Students MUST ask the UCF Disability Services to provide the 


instructor with documentations of their status in the VERY first week of the term. These students 


cannot use the extra time until the instructor receives the notification from UCF Disability office. 


  


Again, the Canvas System may either cut you off or keep you in time violation (depending on 


your Internet Connection to UCF). I suggest that you save and submit this quiz before the 5th 


minute. There is penalty point for time violations. One point is subtracted for each extra minute 


beyond 5 minutes. Disability Students have double time for Extra Credit Quiz, based on UCF 


rules. 


Attendance, Engagement, & Participation  


Attendance: 


For the online students (in W or V courses), students’ attendance level is partly based on their 


active (or passive) record in our Optional Forums. There are 3 Optional forums: Questions, Tech 


Help, and "From the Grapevine:" For the complete description of each forum, please check the 


first one listed by the Dr. Sadri. Students who want recognition for their activities should help 


their peers in these Optional Forums. Those who have a strong record will get my help for a 


higher final grade in our class. Thus, to encourage good academic behavior, individuals who are 


active by helping other students in our Question & Technical Help Forums and participating 


in other Optional Forum: From the Grapevine are eligible for my assistance to their final grade, 
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when their total scores fall on the borderline between two grades (such as A- & B+). Their active 


participation record will be the key factor influencing my decision for a higher grade. If you feel 


that you do not have a strong attendance record and have taken a very passive role in our class, 


please complete the Extra Credit assignment (worth 5 points), linked in Module 12.  


Engagement: 


Inspired by the UCF educational mission, full engagement in class is essential in our online 


course. 1) In part, students’ engagement is measured by observing how carefully each student 


follows all class instructions and rules (listed in the Syllabus Folder), Announcements, and 


emails from the Professor and the Teaching Assistants (TAs). Students who ask questions whose 


answers are already in the above mentioned documents are obviously showing “disengagement” 


in our course. To encourage students to take the class rules seriously, each quiz has questions 


from the Syllabus Folder. 2) Class engagement is also measured by students’ completing the 


Pre-Test in Module 1 and Post-Test in Module 12. 3) Finally, students’ engagement is measured 


by meeting the UCF Financial Aid Requirement Report (in Module 0), by completing 3 simple 


assignments, based on Module Zero description. The final grade of those who show any 


“disengagement” is penalized by their level of passivity in this class, based on UCF rules.  


Participation: 


Obviously, students’ participation is vital in our class. What do we mean by participation? 


Participation means students actively completing the weekly course discussion postings. 


Students may present explanation, opinion, or relevant comments about an issue, based on my 


instructions in our Reading Discussion Forum linked within each module. However, simply 


asking questions or bombarding the instructor with emails (whose answers are already in the 


syllabus) is not considered active participation. Of course, I expect my students to participate in 


our Weekly Discussion Forums.  


Are there any weekly participation grades? Your weekly posting is evaluated on a point 


system based on a rubric which evaluates each posting from zero to 5 points. More specific 


posting instructions are linked in each module under the title: Discussion Posting Guidelines. If 


you are not sure about the acceptability of your work, then please make your postings by Sunday 


night. On Monday mornings, the instructor (or TAs) will send messages to students whose works 


are unacceptable or incomplete. Such students will have time before Tuesday night deadlines to 


revise their postings (in the Discussion Forum) and make them acceptable or complete. If you 


make your posting after Sunday night, there is no time for instructor/TA comments, so you 


take a chance. Thus, you may earn no points at all, despite your initial attempts. This term, there 


are 11 opportunities for Discussion Postings: the first three (Modules 1-3) are required. You 


have the option for the remaining postings to complete or not. There is also an Optional Posting 


in Module 12. Since the Discussion questions become much harder as the term goes by, you are 


strongly recommended to complete the earlier ones. 


How do you calculate your participation score? It is easy to calculate your participation score. 


Please simply add the scores that you received for each posting. You may earn up to 30 points in 
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total for 6 fully-completed Posting, based on our rubric and instructions. For detailed posting 


instructions, see the Discussion Posting Guidelines, linked in the module description page. There 


are 11 weekly Discussions. I drop the 5 lowest Postings for each student, and add their totals. 


  


There is also an Optional Posting based on the Extra Credit Readings in Module 12 at the end of 


the term. Those who miss a week of Required Discussion Posting are strongly encouraged to use 


this optional opportunity to neutralize 1 missed posting that is graded based on the same rubric. 


Note: The instructor may subtract points from the final participation score of those students who 


repeatedly violate syllabus rules throughout the term. Such violations include: not using Course 


Mail, asking questions whose answers are already in the syllabus, and repeating errors for which 


they had received my comments. 


Other Assignments 


If the students take a laidback attitude towards the readings or the class discussion, the instructor 


may assign additional oral and/or written assignments in form of reports or research projects to 


stimulate participation.  


Technical Challenges 


Unless there is a well-documented UCF computer, server, or network crash at one of the 


UCF locations, the responsibility of the technical problem is fully with the students. 


It is partially due to Tech Problems that we have such a generous drop policy in our course to 


minimize the impact Tech Problems. To avoid Tech Problems, I encourage the students to use 


UCF computers and Internet Network located at any of 10 different area campuses located in 


Central Florida region, if they can. This is especially important for Exams and Quizzes, which 


are open only for one day (Thursday 6:00am till 11:59pm). You have a full week for each set 


of weekly required postings, so if you cannot connect to our Website one day, you can try it 


later. 


In fact, one reason that our quizzes and exam are available only from 6am till 11:59pm is that 


many of the UCF computers, servers, and network go to a backup (or repair) process between 12 


(midnight) and 6am. Thus, I decreased the chance of my students being cut off from the UCF 


during an exam or a quiz. Moreover, there is statistically less chance of computer crashes on 


Thursdays, so all our Exam and Quizzes are available ONLY on Thursdays. 


Since different students use different equipment, software, and networks, it is the students' 


responsibility to make sure that their system is compatible with UCF and Canvas' server to avoid 


Technical Problems. For this information, please check the Technical Support button on the 


first menu of our Course Website, especially please do the "Browser Check." 
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Based on our recent experience, here are some useful suggestions: 


1. If you can, use UCF computers and network, instead of less secure home (or office) service. 


 


2. If you have the option, use wired instead of wireless services that tend to cut off occasionally. 


 


3. Use reliable updated Internet Browsers that have no problems with UCF network. 


 


4. Avoid internet pick time to take your quizzes and exams. 


 


5. Temporarily, suspend your computer Fire Walls, when you connect with UCF to take a test. 


 


6. Do NOT give to other students your PID & NID numbers or username & passwords. 


 


7. If you can, use UCF labs, to have an authorized witness, if a local crash occurs. 


 


8. If you use your peer's computer to take our quizzes (or exams), then you must login to 


MyUCF or Canvas after your peer computer has been off (for at least 3 minutes). Violators 


may experience Tech Problem, and their scores automatically go to ZERO.  


9. If you have any Technical Problem, please contact UCF Online Support about 


Webcourses@UCF tech issues at: http://learn.ucf.edu/support/ 


 


Class Schedule & Assignments 


Fall 2021 


Date 
Topic 


 


Reading & Assignments 


 


 Mon 8/23/21  UCF Semester Begins  UCF Fall Term officially begins 


 Tues 8/24 


Module 0:  


Course Orientation 


 Read:   


• Instructor’s Welcome & Orientation 


Postings 


• Syllabus, Class Schedule, & All 


Instructor’s Postings on All Forums in 


Discussion Section 


• NOTE: Reading class rules is important, 


since all quizzes cover them. Any 


violation of class rules leads to 


participation penalty points for the lack 


of FULL engagement in our class. 
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Assignments: 


• Read lecture on Political Science/IR. 


• NOTE: You must always use our Course 


Mail for e-mailing Dr. Sadri. 


 Thurs 8/26 


Module 0:  


Course Orientation 


 


Required UCF Financial Aid Assignments: 


• 1. Reply to instructor’s “I am” Message 


• 2. Finish Student Background Survey. 


• 3. Take the Orientation Quiz  


• Weekly Optional Survey Opens today 


Friday 8/27 
Module 0: Course 


Orientation 


• UCF Late Registration: Last Day to Drop 


 


Friday 8/27 
Module 0: Course 


Orientation 


• UCF Late Registration: Last Day to Add 


 


Tues 8/31 
Module 1: Introduction 


& Theory and History  


Read:   


• ALL linked readings in our module 


Assignments:   


• Finish ALL readings before your posting 


• Your Required Discussion Posting is 


due by 11:59pm. 


Thurs 9/2 


  


  


Module 1: Introduction 


& Theory and History 


Assignments:   


• Quiz 1: available only today 6:00am-


11:59pm (covering All Module 1 


Readings & Syllabus Folder) 


• Take Pre-Test: Taking it is required. 


• Weekly Optional Survey Opens today 


Tues 9/7 
Module 2: Cold War & 


Post-Cold War 


 


Read:   


• Listed readings in our module 
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Assignments:   


• Finish ALL readings before your posting 


• Your Required Discussion Posting is 


due by 11:59pm. 


Thurs 9/9 


  


Module 2: Cold War & 


Post-Cold War 


  


Assignments:   


• Quiz 2: available only today 6:00am-


11:59pm (covering All Module 1 


Readings & Syllabus Folder) 


• Weekly Optional Survey Opens today 


Tues 9/14 


  


Module 3: Oil Politics 


 


  


  


Read:   


• Listed readings in our module 


Assignments:   


• Finish ALL readings before your posting 


• Your Required Discussion Posting is 


due by 11:59pm. 


Thurs 9/16 


 


Module 3: Oil Politics 


  


  


Assignments:   


• Quiz 3: available only today 6:00am-


11:59pm (covering All Module 3 


Readings & Syllabus Folder) 


• Weekly Optional Survey Opens today 


Tues 9/21 


  


Module 4: 


First Midterm Review 


  


Review Assignments:   


• Finish ALL readings before you send an 


email or post any questions 


• Online exam review session. 


Thurs 9/23 


Module 4: 


First Midterm Day 


  


Assignment: 


• First Midterm Exam Day.  


• No Class: Exam 1 Required for all and 


is available on-line ONLY today from 


6:00am to 11:59pm at our website 


(covering Modules 1-3). 
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Tues 9/28 


  


  


Module 5:  Political 


Reform & Identity   


 


  


  


Read:   


• Listed readings in our module 


Assignments:   


• Finish ALL readings before your posting 


• Your Discussion Posting is due by 


11:59pm. 


Thurs 9/30 


  


Module 5:  Political 


Reform & Identity   


 


Assignments:   


• Quiz 4: available only today 6:00am-


11:59pm (covering All Module 5 


Readings & Syllabus Folder) 


• Weekly Optional Survey Opens today 


Tues 10/5 


  


  


 


 


Module 6: Islam & 


Middle East 


 


  


Read:   


• Listed readings in our module 


Assignments:   


• Finish ALL readings before your posting 


• Your Discussion Posting is due by 


11:59pm. 


Thurs 10/7 


 


Module 6: Islam & 


Middle East 


 


Assignments:   


• Quiz 5: available only today 6:00am-


11:59pm (covering All Module 6 


Readings & Syllabus Folder) 


• Weekly Optional Survey Opens today 


Tues 10/12 


  


  


 


Module 7:  


Regionalism, Security, 


& Foreign Policy 


 


  


Read:   


• Listed readings in our module 


Assignments:   


• Finish ALL readings before your posting 


• Your Discussion Posting is due by 


11:59pm. 
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Thurs 10/14 


  


  


 


Module 7:  


Regionalism, Security, 


& Foreign Policy 


 


Assignments:   


• Quiz 6: available only today 6:00am-


11:59pm (covering All Module 7 


Readings & Syllabus Folder) 


• Weekly Optional Survey Opens today 


Tues 10/19 


Module 8: 


Second Midterm Review 


  


Review Assignments:   


• Finish ALL readings before you send an 


email or post any questions 


• Online exam review session. 


Thurs 10/21 


Module 8: 


Second Midterm Exam 


Assignments: 


• Second Midterm Exam Day.  


• No Class: Our Exam is Only Required 


for those who earned less that 16 points 


on Exam 1. It is available on-line ONLY 


today from 6:00am to 11:59pm at our 


website (covering Modules 5-7). 


Tues 10/26 


Module 9: Major 


Conflicts  


Part 1: Arabs & Israel 


Read:   


• Listed readings in our module 


Assignments:   


• Finish ALL readings before your posting 


• Your Discussion Posting is due by 


11:59pm. 


Thurs 10/28 


 


Module 9: Major 


Conflicts  


Part 1: Arabs & Israel 


Assignments: 


• Weekly Optional Survey Opens today 


Tues 11/2 


 


Module 9: Major 


Read:   


• Listed readings in our module 
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Conflicts 


Part 2: Oslo Process 


Assignments:   


• Finish ALL readings before your posting 


• Your Discussion Posting is due by 


11:59pm. 


Thurs 11/4 


Module 9: Major 


Conflicts 


Part 2: Oslo Process 


  


Assignments:   


• Quiz 7: available only today 6:00am-


11:59pm (covering All Module 9 


Readings & Syllabus Folder) 


• Weekly Optional Survey Opens today 


Tues 11/9 


Module 10:  


Regional Challenges  


Part 1. Persian Gulf 


 


 


Read:   


• Listed readings in our module 


Assignments:   


• Finish ALL readings before your posting 


• Your Discussion Posting is due by 


11:59pm. 


Thurs 11/11 


Module 10:  


Regional Challenges  


Part 1. Persian Gulf 


 


 


VETERANS DAY HOLIDAY 


Assignments:   


• Quiz 8: available only today 6:00am-


11:59pm (covering Module 10 Readings 


& Syllabus Folder) 


• Quiz 8 moves to next Tuesday due to 


holiday 


• Weekly Optional Survey Opens today 


Tues 11/16 


Module 10: Regional 


Challenges  


Read:   


• Listed readings in our module 
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Part 2: Arab Spring 


 


  


Assignments:   


• Quiz 8: available only today 6:00am-


11:59pm (covering Module 10 Readings 


& Syllabus Folder) 


• Finish ALL readings before your posting 


• Your Discussion Posting is due by 


11:59pm. 


Thurs 11/18 


Module 10: Regional 


Challenges  


 Part 2: Arab Spring 


 


Assignments:   


• Weekly Optional Survey Opens 


Tues 11/23 


  


Module 11: Great 


Powers – US, EU, 


China, & Russia  


Read:   


• Listed readings in our module 


Assignments:   


• Finish ALL readings before your posting 


• Your Discussion Posting is due by 


11:59pm. 


Thurs 11/25 
Module 11: US, EU, 


China, & Russia  


THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY 


Assignments:   


• Quiz 9: available only today 6:00am-


11:59pm (covering Module 11 Readings 


& Syllabus Folder 


• Quiz 9 moves to next Tuesday due to 


the Holiday 


• Weekly Optional Survey Opens today 


Tues 11/30 


  


Module 12:  


Extra Credit & Review 


•  Quiz 9: available only today 6:00am-


11:59pm (covering Module 11 Readings 


& Syllabus Folder 


Online Review Session: 


• Review your required readings & notes. 


• Email your questions about the materials 


and exam to the Instructor and TA. 
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• Read questions by your peers on the 


Question Forum and try to answer their 


questions. They may do the same for you. 


• Instructor is available during his Office 


Hours. 


Optional Extra Credit Readings:   


Read:   


• If interested, complete OPTIONAL 


readings based on the module list. 


Optional Assignments:  


• If interested, make the Optional 


Discussion Posting, if you do not have 


enough required ones. 


Thurs 12/2 


 Module 12:  


Extra Credit & Review 


Session 


 Optional Extra Credit Readings:   


Optional Assignments:  


• Optional Extra Credit Quiz available for 


all students only today 6:00am-11:59pm 


(covering only Optional Extra Credit 


Readings listed in the module) 


Thurs 12/9 


Module 12:  


Final Exam Day 


Assignments: 


• Final Exam Day is on-line.  


• No Class: Our Final Exam is available 


ONLY today from 6:00am to 23:59 at 


course website (covering Modules 9-11). 


• Post-Test is also available today and is 


due by 11:59pm. Taking it is required. 


 








POS3703-21Fall 0W63


Jump to Today  Edit


Announcements from the School of Politics, Security & International Affairs:


WELCOME TO POS 3703 - PLEASE READ


Please read all of this syllabus page carefully. It answers questions that students have about this class. You will need to take a brief


syllabus quiz to unlock additional course content. 


Resources to help you navigate this course: Frequently Asked Questions, Tips for Success, Syllabus, and Assignment


Instructions. If your question isn't answered: Questions about Class Syllabus, Grading, Calendar? Post Them Here!


Contact Information


Instructor: Barry Edwards, J.D., Ph.D. (About Me)


Office: Howard Phillips Hall 102 (Where's This?


(http://map.ucf.edu/locations/14/howard-phillips-hall-


hph/) )


Office Hours: Tuesdays 10am - noon, Fridays 10am -


noon. Call 321-394-8868 during these times to speak


with me. Other times may be available by


appointment.


E-mail: barry.edwards@ucf.edu


(mailto:barry.edwards@ucf.edu)


GTA: Ozgur Kayaalp


Course Information


Name: Scope & Methods of Political Science


Course ID & Section: POS 3703-21Fall 0W63


Credit Hours: 3


Semester/Year: Fall 2021


Web only class


Course Description


In this course you will learn the elements of social scientific thinking—how to describe variables and measure


complex concepts, how to create explanations, how to construct and test hypotheses, how to think analytically, and


how to control for rival explanations of political phenomena. I've organized this course into a series of weekly


https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386741
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modules. Each module serves as a building block for the next module so it important that you master a module's


learning objectives before proceeding to the next module. Because this is a fully online class, you must be able to


learn independently by reading textbook(s), watching videos, and practicing political science methods.


Students can use this webcourse to keep track of assignment due dates, access online study material, submit


assignments, read course-related announcements, and keep track of their grades.  Please read the syllabus carefully;


you will need to pass a syllabus quiz to unlock course material.


University Catalog description: The scope and methodology of political analysis. Extensive examination of the


discipline, research design and methodology.


Prerequisites: POS 2041 or consent of instructor.


Recommended prerequisite: STA 2014C. I recommend taking STA 2014C before taking this class, but it's not a formal


prerequisite.


Course Objectives


In this course, students have the opportunity to:


Understand the essential concepts and methods used to analyze data for political science research,


Apply scientific concepts and principles to solve problems,


Improve proficiency with statistical software,


Develop professional work habits like punctuality, focus, and self-discipline,


Work collaboratively with other students in small group discussions in a manner that demonstrates


professionalism, respect for others, and academic integrity, and


Communicate results of data analysis effectively with text and graphics.


By the end of the course, you should have a firm understanding of how political scientists conduct research. You


should also understand and be able to apply key methods of political science research.


Required Textbooks and Supplemental Readings


REQUIRED: Phillip H. Pollock III and Barry C. Edwards, The Essentials of Political Analysis, 6th Edition (Thousand


Oaks, CA: CQ Press, An Imprint of Sage Publications, Inc., 2020). ISBN-13: 978-1506379616, ISBN-10:


1506379613. See Amazon page  (https://www.amazon.com/Essentials-Political-Analysis-Philip-Pollock


/dp/1506379613/ref=sr_1_2?qid=1571932122) .


BOOK BUYING ISSUES?  Don't wait until the second or third week of class to get the books required for this


class.  If the timing of financial aid is an issue, take advantage of UCF's Textbook Purchase Programs


(https://finaid.ucf.edu/receiving/funds-for-books/) .


RECOMMENDED: There are a number of web sites that offer useful information about statistics and computing.


https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386741
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Students may wish to use these web sites as necessary to supplemental class material. For example, we may only


briefly review some mathematical concepts. If a concept is not familiar to you or you want to study it in more detail,


I would encourage you to take advantage of supplemental resources.


SUPPLEMENTAL READINGS: Additional readings will be announced and/or distributed in class.


Course Requirements


Your final grade is based on the components listed below. You can find detailed instructions for all assignments in an


Assignment Instructions Module (accessible after you complete the Start Here Module). Assignment point values


are based on 1,400 total points in the course.


1. Lab Assignments (30%) – Each numbered module contains a lab assignment that requires you to implement


political science research methods, usually with a computer program. Each lab assignment is worth 30 points.


Your lowest lab assignment score will be dropped.


2. Review Exercises (15%) - Each numbered module contains one or two review exercises. Module review


exercises are each worth 10 points. Your lowest review exercise score is dropped. 


3. Module Quizzes (30%) - Each numbered module contains a quiz worth 30 points.  Your lowest module quiz score


is dropped.


4. Small Group Discussions (15%) - Each numbered module contains a small group discussion that gives you the


opportunity to discuss lab assignments with other students in the class.  They are each worth 15 points and your


lowest small group discussion score is dropped.


5. Final Exam (10%) - After you complete all numbered modules, you take the final exam which is worth 140 points.


More information on each of these assignment groups is contained in the Assignment Instructions module.


Course Policies


COVID-19


Workload Expectations


Missed Assignments/Make-Ups/Extra Credit


Late Work


Grading Scale


Grades of "Incomplete"


Group Work


Academic Honesty


Professionalism Policy


University Writing Center


Disability Statement


https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386741
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Course Summary:
Date Details Due


Mon Aug 23, 2021


Start Assigned Readings for Module/Week
1: Studying Politics Scientifically
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365276&


include_contexts=course_1386741)


12am


UCF Classes Begin! (Fall 2021)
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365280&


include_contexts=course_1386741)


12am


Syllabus Quiz (Does not affect grade,
please take ASAP) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/courses/1386741/assignments/7174902)


due by 11:59pm


Wed Aug 25, 2021
Thinking Scientifically Crossword Puzzle


(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386741


/assignments/7174951)


due by 11:59pm


Thu Aug 26, 2021


Small Group Discussion: Learning
Objectives and Course Readiness (Lab #1)
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386741


/assignments/7174907)


due by 11:59pm


Fri Aug 27, 2021


Drop/Swap Deadline (Fall 2021)
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365273&


include_contexts=course_1386741)


12am


Reminder: Replies Due in Small Group
Discussion (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365253&


include_contexts=course_1386741)


12am


Evidence of Academic Engagement Quiz
(Does not affect grade, please take ASAP)
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386741


due by 5pm


+


+


+


+


+


+


Emergency Procedures and Campus Safety


Accommodations for Active Duty Military Students


Religious Observances


Copyright


Third-Party Software and FERPA


Financial Aid Requirement


Start Here Module


https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386741
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Date Details Due


/assignments/7174898)


Lab Assignment #1 (Learning Objectives
and Course Readiness)
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386741


/assignments/7174931)


due by 11:59pm


Sat Aug 28, 2021


Add Deadline (Fall 2021)
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365268&


include_contexts=course_1386741)


12am


Sun Aug 29, 2021
Module 1 Quiz: Studying Politics


Scientifically (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1386741/assignments/7174892)


due by 11:59pm


Mon Aug 30, 2021


Start Assigned Readings for Module/Week
2: Definition and Measurement of Concepts
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365275&


include_contexts=course_1386741)


12am


Wed Sep 1, 2021
Definition and Measurement of Concepts


Hangman (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1386741/assignments/7174922)


due by 11:59pm


Thu Sep 2, 2021


Small Group Discussion: Using Excel for
Data Analysis (Lab #2)
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386741


/assignments/7174919)


due by 11:59pm


Fri Sep 3, 2021


Reminder: Replies Due in Small Group
Discussion (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365254&


include_contexts=course_1386741)


12am


Lab Assignment #2 (Working with
Companion Workbooks)
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386741


/assignments/7174932)


due by 11:59pm


Sun Sep 5, 2021


Module 2 Quiz: Definition and
Measurement of Concepts
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386741


/assignments/7174899)


due by 11:59pm


Mon Sep 6, 2021


Start Assigned Readings for Module/Week
3: Measuring and Describing Variables
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365274&


include_contexts=course_1386741)


12am


Wed Sep 8, 2021


Measurement and Descriptive Statistics
Hangman (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1386741/assignments/7174942)


due by 11:59pm


Review Exercise: Math Refresher
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386741


/assignments/7174903)


due by 11:59pm


https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386741
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Date Details Due


Thu Sep 9, 2021


Small Group Discussion: Measuring and
Describing Variables (Lab #3)
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386741


/assignments/7174908)


due by 11:59pm


Fri Sep 10, 2021


Reminder: Replies Due in Small Group
Discussion (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365255&


include_contexts=course_1386741)


12am


Lab Assignment #3 (Measuring and
Describing Variables)
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386741


/assignments/7174933)


due by 11:59pm


Sun Sep 12, 2021
Module 3 Quiz: Measuring and Describing


Variables (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1386741/assignments/7174897)


due by 11:59pm


Mon Sep 13, 2021


Start Assigned Readings for Module/Week
4: Transforming Variables
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365287&


include_contexts=course_1386741)


12am


Wed Sep 15, 2021
Review Exercise: Sort It Out - Level of


Measurement (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/courses/1386741/assignments/7174948)


due by 11:59pm


Thu Sep 16, 2021
Small Group Discussion: Transforming


Variables (Lab #4) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/courses/1386741/assignments/7174906)


due by 11:59pm


Fri Sep 17, 2021


Reminder: Replies Due in Small Group
Discussion (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365256&


include_contexts=course_1386741)


12am


Lab Assignment #4: Transforming
Variables (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1386741/assignments/7174934)


due by 11:59pm


Sun Sep 19, 2021
Module 4 Quiz: Transforming Variables


(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386741


/assignments/7174895)


due by 11:59pm


Mon Sep 20, 2021


Start Assigned Readings for Module/Week
5: Proposing Explanations, Framing
Hypotheses, and Making Comparisons
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365261&


include_contexts=course_1386741)


12am


Wed Sep 22, 2021


"Shall I Compare Thee?": Making
Comparisons Crossword Puzzle
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386741


/assignments/7174950)


due by 11:59pm
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Date Details Due


Explanations and Hypotheses: This or
That? (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1386741/assignments/7174923)


due by 11:59pm


Thu Sep 23, 2021


Small Group Discussion: Making
Comparisons (Lab #5)
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386741


/assignments/7174909)


due by 11:59pm


Fri Sep 24, 2021


Reminder: Replies Due in Small Group
Discussion (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365257&


include_contexts=course_1386741)


12am


Lab Assignment #5 (Making Comparisons)
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386741


/assignments/7174935)


due by 11:59pm


Sun Sep 26, 2021


Module 5 Quiz: Proposing Explanations,
Framing Hypotheses, and Making
Comparisons (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/courses/1386741/assignments/7174900)


due by 11:59pm


Mon Sep 27, 2021


Start Assigned Readings for Module/Week
6: Graphing Relationships and Describing
Patterns (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365283&


include_contexts=course_1386741)


12am


Wed Sep 29, 2021


Review Exercise: Graph Refresher
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386741


/assignments/7174944)


due by 11:59pm


Review Exercise: Sort-It-Out - Picking
Chart Types (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1386741/assignments/7174949)


due by 11:59pm


Thu Sep 30, 2021


Small Group Discussion: Graphing
Relationships and Describing Patterns (Lab
#6) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386741


/assignments/7174910)


due by 11:59pm


Fri Oct 1, 2021


Reminder: Replies Due in Small Group
Discussion (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365258&


include_contexts=course_1386741)


12am


Lab Assignment #6 (Graphing
Relationships and Describing Patterns)
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386741


/assignments/7174936)


due by 11:59pm


Sun Oct 3, 2021


Module 6 Quiz: Graphing Relationships
and Describing Patterns
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386741


/assignments/7174884)


due by 11:59pm


Mon Oct 4, 2021 Start Assigned Readings for Module/Week
7: Research Design, Research Ethics, and


12am
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Date Details Due


Evidence of Causation
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365286&


include_contexts=course_1386741)


Wed Oct 6, 2021


Mini Course Review
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386741


/assignments/7174887)


due by 11:59pm


Review Exercise: Research Design
Crossword Puzzle (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/courses/1386741/assignments/7174947)


due by 11:59pm


Thu Oct 7, 2021


Small Group Discussion: Random
Sampling and Assignment (Lab #7)
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386741


/assignments/7174917)


due by 11:59pm


Fri Oct 8, 2021


Reminder: Replies Due in Small Group
Discussion (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365259&


include_contexts=course_1386741)


12am


Lab Assignment #7 (Random Assignment
and Sampling) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/courses/1386741/assignments/7174937)


due by 11:59pm


Sun Oct 10, 2021


Module 7 Quiz: Research Design,
Research Ethics, and Evidence of Causation
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386741


/assignments/7174881)


due by 11:59pm


Mon Oct 11, 2021


Start Assigned Readings for Module/Week
8: Making Controlled Comparisons
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365262&


include_contexts=course_1386741)


12am


Wed Oct 13, 2021
Controlled Comparisons Crossword


(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386741


/assignments/7174921)


due by 11:59pm


Thu Oct 14, 2021


Small Group Discussion: Making
Controlled Comparisons (Lab #8)
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386741


/assignments/7174916)


due by 11:59pm


Fri Oct 15, 2021


Reminder: Replies Due in Small Group
Discussion (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365260&


include_contexts=course_1386741)


12am


Lab Assignment #8 (Making Controlled
Comparisons) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/courses/1386741/assignments/7174938)


due by 11:59pm


Sun Oct 17, 2021
Module 8 Quiz: Making Controlled


Comparisons (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/courses/1386741/assignments/7174886)


due by 11:59pm


https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386741


8 of 12







Date Details Due


Mon Oct 18, 2021


Start Assigned Readings for Module/Week
9: Foundations of Inference
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365282&


include_contexts=course_1386741)


12am


Wed Oct 20, 2021


Foundations of Inference Crossword
Puzzle (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1386741/assignments/7174924)


due by 11:59pm


Making Inferences: True or False?
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386741


/assignments/7174941)


due by 11:59pm


Thu Oct 21, 2021


Small Group Discussion: Working with
Sampling Distributions (Lab #9)
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386741


/assignments/7174911)


due by 11:59pm


Fri Oct 22, 2021


Reminder: Replies Due in Small Group
Discussion (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365265&


include_contexts=course_1386741)


12am


Lab Assignment #9 (Working with
Sampling Distributions)
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386741


/assignments/7174939)


due by 11:59pm


Sun Oct 24, 2021
Module 9 Quiz: Foundations of Inference


(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386741


/assignments/7174883)


due by 11:59pm


Mon Oct 25, 2021


Start Assigned Readings for Module/Week
10: Hypothesis Tests with One and Two
Samples (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365284&


include_contexts=course_1386741)


12am


Wed Oct 27, 2021


Review Exercise: Calculating Standard
Errors (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1386741/assignments/7174882)


due by 11:59pm


Review Exercise: Inferences about Means
and Proportions (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/courses/1386741/assignments/7174904)


due by 11:59pm


Thu Oct 28, 2021


Small Group Discussion: Hypothesis
Tests with One and Two Samples (Lab #10)
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386741


/assignments/7174912)


due by 11:59pm


Fri Oct 29, 2021


Reminder: Replies Due in Small Group
Discussion (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365266&


include_contexts=course_1386741)


12am


Lab Assignment #10 (Hypothesis Tests
with One and Two Samples)


due by 11:59pm


https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386741
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Date Details Due


(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386741


/assignments/7174926)


Sun Oct 31, 2021
Module 10 Quiz: Making Statistical


Inferences (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1386741/assignments/7174901)


due by 11:59pm


Mon Nov 1, 2021


Start Assigned Readings for Module/Week
11: Chi-Square Test and Analysis of Variance
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365285&


include_contexts=course_1386741)


12am


Wed Nov 3, 2021
Review Exercise: Evaluating Chi-Square


Test Statistics (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/courses/1386741/assignments/7174890)


due by 11:59pm


Thu Nov 4, 2021


Small Group Discussion: Chi-Square Test
and ANOVA (Lab #11)
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386741


/assignments/7174914)


due by 11:59pm


Fri Nov 5, 2021


Reminder: Replies Due in Small Group
Discussion (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365267&


include_contexts=course_1386741)


12am


UCF Withdrawal Deadline (Spring 2021)
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365264&


include_contexts=course_1386741)


12am


Lab Assignment #11 (Chi-Square Test and
ANOVA) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1386741/assignments/7174927)


due by 11:59pm


Sun Nov 7, 2021


Module 11 Quiz: Tests of Significance and
Measures of Association
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386741


/assignments/7174891)


due by 11:59pm


Mon Nov 8, 2021


Start Assigned Readings for Module/Week
12: Correlation and Bivariate Regression
Analysis (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365279&


include_contexts=course_1386741)


12am


Wed Nov 10, 2021
Label Parts of Bivariate Regression Model


(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386741


/assignments/7174940)


due by 11:59pm


Thu Nov 11, 2021


Small Group Discussion: Correlation and
Bivariate Regression (Lab #12)
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386741


/assignments/7174913)


due by 11:59pm


https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386741
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Date Details Due


Fri Nov 12, 2021


Reminder: Replies Due in Small Group
Discussion (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365271&


include_contexts=course_1386741)


12am


Lab Assignment #12 (Correlation and
Bivariate Regression)
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386741


/assignments/7174928)


due by 11:59pm


Sun Nov 14, 2021
Module 12 Quiz: Correlation and Bivariate


Regression (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1386741/assignments/7174893)


due by 11:59pm


Mon Nov 15, 2021


Start Assigned Readings for Module/Week
13: Multiple Regression Analysis
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365277&


include_contexts=course_1386741)


12am


Wed Nov 17, 2021
Multiple Regression Analysis Crossword


Puzzle (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1386741/assignments/7174943)


due by 11:59pm


Thu Nov 18, 2021


Small Group Discussion: Multiple
Regression Analysis (Lab #13)
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386741


/assignments/7174915)


due by 11:59pm


Fri Nov 19, 2021


Reminder: Replies Due in Small Group
Discussion (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365272&


include_contexts=course_1386741)


12am


Lab Assignment #13 (Multiple Regression
Analysis) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1386741/assignments/7174929)


due by 11:59pm


Sun Nov 21, 2021
Module 13 Quiz: Multiple Regression


Analysis (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1386741/assignments/7174885)


due by 11:59pm


Thu Nov 25, 2021


Thanksgiving Day (Fall 2021)
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365317&


include_contexts=course_1386741)


12am


Mon Nov 29, 2021


Start Assigned Readings for Module/Week
14: Analyzing Regression Residuals
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365281&


include_contexts=course_1386741)


12am


Wed Dec 1, 2021
Review Exercise: Regression Residuals


Word Search (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1386741/assignments/7174946)


due by 11:59pm


Thu Dec 2, 2021 Small Group Discussion: Analyzing
Regression Residuals (Lab #14)


due by 11:59pm
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Date Details Due


(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386741


/assignments/7174918)


Fri Dec 3, 2021


Last Day of UCF Classes (Fall 2021)
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365278&


include_contexts=course_1386741)


12am


Reminder: Replies Due in Small Group
Discussion (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365270&


include_contexts=course_1386741)


12am


Lab Assignment #14 (Analyzing
Regression Residuals)
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386741


/assignments/7174930)


due by 11:59pm


Sun Dec 5, 2021
Module 14 Quiz: Analyzing Regression


Residuals (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1386741/assignments/7174889)


due by 11:59pm


Wed Dec 8, 2021
Jeopardy Game (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/courses/1386741/assignments/7174925)
due by 11:59pm


Sun Dec 12, 2021
Online Final Exam (Spring 2021)


(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386741


/assignments/7174888)


due by 11:59pm


Mon Dec 13, 2021


Bonus Class Discussion: Logistic
Regression Analysis (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/courses/1386741/assignments/7174905)


due by 11:59pm


Review Exercise: Logistic Regression
Word Search (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1386741/assignments/7174945)


due by 11:59pm


Tue Dec 14, 2021


Reminder: Replies Due in Bonus Small
Group Discussion (Optional)
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365269&


include_contexts=course_1386741)


12am


Bonus Lab Assignment: Logistic
Regression Analysis (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/courses/1386741/assignments/7174920)


due by 11:59pm


Bonus Module Quiz: Logistic Regression
Analysis (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1386741/assignments/7174894)


due by 11:59pm


Wed Dec 15, 2021


Grades Due to UCF by noon (Fall 2021)
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365263&


include_contexts=course_1386741)


12am
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Professor Nikola Mirilovic   
 


Global Perspectives (INR4008-0W61) 
Credit: 3 Units 


University of Central Florida, Spring 2021 
Online 


 
Office Phillips Hall 311 D 


Office hours Online: Mon 12-1 PM and Tue 12-3 PM (or by appointment). Please 
call the SPSIA main office (407 823-2608) to have your call 
transferred to me during office hours. 


Voice 407 823-2984 


Email Via the course page in Webcourses 


Required 
books 


The Globalization Reader. 6th edition. 2019. Frank J. Lechner and 
John Boli (eds). ISBN: 9781119409946. Available at the Bookstore. 
 
Global Inequality. 2016. Branko Milanovic. ISBN: 9780674984035. 
Available at the Bookstore. 


 
Graduate Teaching Assistant: Santosh Sapkota – contact via the course Webcourses page. 
 
Course Description: Globalization is a concept that is commonly used but often misunderstood and 
poorly defined. In this class, we examine political, economic and identity elements of globalization. In 
particular we focus on three key areas: global income inequality, debates regarding global governance, 
and the relationship between globalization and national and religious identities. We examine questions 
such as whether global income inequality is decreasing, what are the economic and political implications 
of the rise of China, and the extent to which there is a political backlash to globalization. 


Course Goals: 1) Students will develop a strong grasp of the analytical tools and theoretical perspectives 
and debates needed to understand the causes and consequences of globalization. 2) Students will 
further their knowledge of facts about globalization and global issues. 3) Students will improve their 
writing and analytical skills.  


Requirements: The final grade will be based on six quizzes, five discussions, and a paper. The paper (up 
to 1,500 words maximum; works cited do not count toward the word limit) will count for 30% of your 
final grade. It will assess your analytical and writing skills. The source materials for the paper are the 
course readings and lectures: external research is neither required nor expected.  


The quizzes will count for 40% of your final grade. I will drop the lowest of your quiz grades. Each quiz 
will consist of up to sixteen multiple choice or true/false questions. You will have twenty five minutes to 
complete each quiz. There is a one week window to complete each quiz (please see exact dates below). 
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Quizzes can only be completed within this window with exceptions potentially granted only in the case 
of an emergency and/or a university documented absence. The quizzes are closed book and notes and 
external sources are not allowed while taking the quiz.  


Discussions will count for 30% of your final grade. I will drop the lowest of your discussion grades. 
Students will be assigned to small groups of up to eleven students each. In each module that has a 
discussion you will post an answer to a prompt from the professor, and a response to a post from a 
classmate. Responses to a prompt from the professor will count for 85% of the discussion grade, while 
responses to classmates’ discussion posts will count for 15% of the discussion grade. 


The penalty for submitting a discussion post late is a 10 points (one letter grade) reduction for each 
calendar day of lateness. No responses will be accepted once a discussion section closes (i.e., it is not 
possible to post a late response to another students’ discussion post).  


Turnitin.com: In this course we will utilize turnitin.com, an automated system which instructors can use 
to quickly and easily compare each student’s assignment with billions of web sites, as well as an 
enormous database of student papers that grows with each submission. You will submit your paper 
through the Canvas Assignment Tool as a pdf or docx file. After the assignment is processed, as an 
instructor I receive a report from turnitin.com that states if and how another author’s work was used in 
the assignment. For a more detailed look at this process, visit http://www.turnitin.com.  


Required Readings: In addition to the two required books listed on the previous page of the syllabus, 
required readings include articles listed under “course schedule” below along with webpages where 
those articles can be downloaded. Students should use their online UCF Library access to download all of 
those readings at the beginning of the class. 


Recorded Lectures and PowerPoints: In addition to the materials found in the books and articles 
described above, required class materials include recorded lectures by the professor and associated 
PowerPoint files (one for each module). The lectures and PowerPoints summarize and explain the 
material from the books and readings above, as well as include additional relevant information. The best 
way to do well in the course and develop a strong grasp of the material it covers is to read and carefully 
consider the required readings, watch the recorded lectures, and study the PowerPoint slides.  


This class will not have study guides.  


Course Correspondence and Webcourses: All correspondence with the instructor will be via 
Webcourses. I will usually respond to your message within 48 hours on business days. 


Paper Lateness Policy: The penalty for submitting a paper late is a 10 points (one letter grade) reduction 
for each calendar day of lateness (i.e., an A paper submitted a day late will receive a grade of B; if 
submitted two days late it will receive a grade of C, etc.). 


Make-Up Assignments for Authorized University Events or Co-curricular Activities: Students who 
represent the university in an authorized event or activity (for example, student-athletes) and who are 
unable to meet a course deadline due to a conflict with that event must provide the instructor with 



http://www.turnitin.com/
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documentation in advance to arrange a make-up. No penalty will be applied. For more information, see 
the UCF policy at <http://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-
401.2MakeUpAssignmentsorAuthUnivEventsorCocurricularActivities.pdf> 


Academic Activity and Financial Aid: All instructors/faculty are required to document students’ 
academic activity at the beginning of each course. In order to document that you began this course, 
please complete the following academic activity by the end of the first week of classes or as soon as 
possible after adding the course: in module 0 on Webcourses, post a brief description (up to a 
paragraph) of why you are interested in taking this course. Failure to do so may result in a delay in the 
disbursement of your financial aid. 


Course Prerequsites/Corequisites: Prerequisite(s): ENC 1102 or C.I. Corequisite(s): None. 


UCF Academic Integrity Statement: Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of Conduct 
at <https://scai.sdes.ucf.edu/student-rules-of-conduct/>. According to Section 1, “Academic 
Misconduct,” students are prohibited from engaging in 


1. Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information or 
study aids in any academic exercise unless specifically authorized by the instructor of record. 
The unauthorized possession of examination or course-related material also constitutes 
cheating. 


2. Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral means: The presentation 
of material which has not been studied or learned, but rather was obtained through someone 
else’s efforts and used as part of an examination, course assignment, or project. 


3. Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to another person, student, 
and/or uploading course material to a third-party vendor without authorization or without the 
express written permission of the university and the instructor. Course materials include but are 
not limited to class notes, Instructor’s PowerPoints, course syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, 
instruction sheets, homework, study guides, handouts, etc. 


4. Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work. 
5. Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the source, thereby 


attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s own. 
6. Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than once without 


the express written permission of the instructor. 
7. Helping another violate academic behavior standards. 
8. Soliciting assistance with academic coursework and/or degree requirements. 


Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating 
Students should also familiarize themselves with the procedures for academic misconduct in UCF’s 
student handbook, The Golden Rule <https://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/>. UCF faculty members have a 
responsibility for students’ education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to prevent unethical 
behavior and respond to academic misconduct when necessary. Penalties for violating rules, policies, 
and instructions within this course can range from a zero on the exercise to an “F” letter grade in the 
course. In addition, an Academic Misconduct report could be filed with the Office of Student Conduct, 
which could lead to disciplinary warning, disciplinary probation, or deferred suspension or separation 



https://scai.sdes.ucf.edu/student-rules-of-conduct/

https://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/
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from the University through suspension, dismissal, or expulsion with the addition of a “Z” designation on 
one’s transcript. 


Being found in violation of academic conduct standards could result in a student having to disclose such 
behavior on a graduate school application, being removed from a leadership position within a student 
organization, the recipient of scholarships, participation in University activities such as study abroad, 
internships, etc. 


Let’s avoid all of this by demonstrating values of honesty, trust, and integrity. No grade is worth 
compromising your integrity and moving your moral compass. Stay true to doing the right thing: take 
the zero, not a shortcut. 


Unauthorized Use of Technology for Graded Work:  
If you were in a classroom setting taking a quiz, would you ask the student sitting next to you for an 
answer to a quiz or test question? The answer should be no. This also applies to graded homework, 
quizzes, tests, etc. 


Students are not allowed to use GroupMe, WhatsApp, or any other form of technology to exchange 
course material associated with a graded assignment, quiz, test, etc. when opened on Webcourses. 


The completion of graded work in an online course should be considered a formal process: Just because 
you are not in a formal classroom setting being proctored while taking a quiz or test does not mean that 
the completion of graded work in an online course should not be treated with integrity. 


The following is not all inclusive of what is considered academic misconduct. These examples show how 
the use of technology can be considered academic misconduct and could result in the same penalties as 
cheating in a face-to-face class: 


• Taking a screen shot of an online quiz or test question, posting it to GroupMe or WhatsApp, and 
asking for assistance is considered academic misconduct. 


• Answering an online quiz or test question posted to GroupMe or WhatsApp is considered 
academic misconduct. Giving advice, assistance, or suggestions on how to complete a question 
associated with an online assignment, quiz, or test is considered academic misconduct. 


• The use of outside assistance from another student or by searching the internet, Googling for 
answers, use of websites such as Quizlet, Course Hero, Chegg Study, etc. is considered academic 
misconduct. 


• Gathering to take an online quiz or test with others and sharing answers in the process is 
considered academic misconduct. 


If a student or group of students are found to be exchanging material associated with a graded 
assignment, quiz, or test through any form of technology (GroupMe, WhatsApp, etc.), or use outside 
assistance (Googling answers, use of websites such as Quizlet, Course Hero, Chegg Study, etc.), they 
could receive anywhere from a zero grade on the exercise to an “F” in the course depending on the act. 


Unauthorized Use of Class Materials 
There are many fraudulent websites claiming to offer study aids to students but are actually cheat sites. 
They encourage students to upload course materials, such as test questions, individual assignments, and 
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examples of graded material. Such materials are the intellectual property of instructors, the university, 
or publishers and may not be distributed without prior authorization. Students who engage in such 
activity are in violation of academic conduct standards and may face penalties. 
 
UCF Class Recording Statement: students may, without prior notice, record video or audio of a class 
lecture for a class in which the student is enrolled for their own personal educational use.  A class 
lecture is defined as a formal or methodical oral presentation as part of a university course intended to 
present information or teach students about a particular subject. Recording classroom activities other 
than class lectures, including but not limited to lab sessions, student presentations (whether individually 
or part of a group), class discussion (except when incidental to and incorporated within a class lecture), 
clinical presentations such as patient history, academic exercises involving student participation, test or 
examination administrations, field trips, and private conversations is prohibited. Recordings may not be 
used as a substitute for class participation and class attendance, and may not be published or shared 
without the written consent of the faculty member. Failure to adhere to these requirements may 
constitute a violation of the University’s Student Code of Conduct as described in the Golden Rule. 
 
Course Accessibility Statement: The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and 
inclusion for all persons with disabilities. Students with disabilities who need access to course content 
due to course design limitations should contact the professor as soon as possible. Students should also 
connect with Student Accessibility Services (SAS) <http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/> (Ferrell Commons 185, 
sas@ucf.edu, phone 407-823-2371). For students connected with SAS, a Course Accessibility Letter may 
be created and sent to professors, which informs faculty of potential course access and 
accommodations that might be necessary and reasonable. Determining reasonable access and 
accommodations requires consideration of the course design, course learning objectives and the 
individual academic and course barriers experienced by the student. Further conversation with SAS, 
faculty and the student may be warranted to ensure an accessible course experience. 


Campus safety statement: Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise during class, 
everyone needs to work together. Students should be aware of their surroundings and familiar with 
some basic safety and security concepts. 


• In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance. 
• Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall near the door. 


Students should make a note of the guide’s physical location and review the online version at 
<http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html>. 


• Students should know the evacuation routes from each of their classrooms and have a plan for 
finding safety in case of an emergency. 


• If there is a medical emergency during class, students may need to access a first-aid kit or AED 
(Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those are located, see 
<https://ehs.ucf.edu/automated-external-defibrillator-aed-locations>. 


• To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text alerts by 
going to <https://my.ucf.edu> and logging in. Click on “Student Self Service” located on the left 
side of the screen in the toolbar, scroll down to the blue “Personal Information” heading on the 
Student Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the information, including e-mail address, 
cell phone number, and cell phone provider, click “Apply” to save the changes, and then click 
“OK.” 


• Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their instructors 
outside of class. 



http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

mailto:sas@ucf.edu

http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html

https://ehs.ucf.edu/automated-external-defibrillator-aed-locations

https://my.ucf.edu/
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• To learn about how to manage an active-shooter situation on campus or elsewhere, consider 
viewing this video (<https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk>). 


Campus Safety Statement for Students in Online-Only Courses 


Though most emergency situations are primarily relevant to courses that meet in person, such incidents 
can also impact online students, either when they are on or near campus to participate in other courses 
or activities or when their course work is affected by off-campus emergencies. The following policies 
apply to courses in online modalities. 


• To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text alerts by 
going to <https://my.ucf.edu> and logging in. Click on “Student Self Service” located on the left 
side of the screen in the toolbar, scroll down to the blue “Personal Information” heading on the 
Student Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the information, including e-mail address, 
cell phone number, and cell phone provider, click “Apply” to save the changes, and then click 
“OK.” 


• Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their instructors 
outside of class. 


Deployed Active Duty Military Students: Students who are deployed active duty military and/or 
National Guard personnel and require accommodation should contact their instructors as soon as 
possible after the semester begins and/or after they receive notification of deployment to make related 
arrangements. 


Religious Observances: Students must notify their instructor in advance if they intend to miss class for a 
religious observance. For more information, see the UCF policy at 
<http://regulations.ucf.edu/chapter5/documents/5.020ReligiousObservancesFINALJan19.pdf>. 


University Writing Center: Address and contact info: Colbourn Hall 105; Satellite Locations: Main 
Library, Rosen Library, Online; 407-823-2197 http://uwc.cah.ucf.edu/ 


The University Writing Center (UWC) offers writing support to students from first-year to graduate in 
every discipline. Tutors provide help at every stage of the writing process, including understanding 
assignments, researching, drafting, revising, incorporating sources, and learning to proofread and edit. 
The UWC’s purpose is not merely to fix or edit papers, but to teach writing strategies that can be applied 
to any writing situation. Consultations are available for individuals and small groups. You may schedule a 
45-minute appointment by clicking the Success Resources tab on Webcourses, calling the UWC at 407-
823-2197, or through the UWC website. 


The UWC seeks graduate and undergraduate tutors from all majors. To learn more about becoming a 
writing tutor, please contact us. 


COVID-19 and Illness Notification 


Students who believe they may have been exposed to COVID-19 or who test positive must contact UCF 
Student Health Services (407-823-2509) so proper contact tracing procedures can take place. Students 



https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk

https://my.ucf.edu/





7 
 


should not come to campus if they are ill, are experiencing any symptoms of COVID-19 or have tested 
positive for COVID-19. 


Students should contact their instructor(s) as soon as possible if they miss class for any illness to discuss 
reasonable adjustments that might need to be made. When possible, students should contact their 
instructor(s) before missing class. 


Grading Scale: 


Letter Grade  Points  
A  93 – 100 points  
A-  90 – 92 points  
B+  87 – 89 points  
B  83 – 86 points  
B-  80 – 82 points  
C+  77 – 79 points  
C  73 – 76 points  
C-  70 – 72 points  
D+  67 – 69 points  
D  63 – 66 points  
D-  60 – 62 points  
F  59 and below  


 


Course Schedule 


August 23-27: Module 0: Introduction, Technical Test Quiz, Class Interest 
 
No readings. During this time you should purchase the required books for the class, and download all 
the articles listed below with associated weblinks. To download all these articles for free, use students’ 
UCF library access. You should also post about your interest in the class, and complete the technical test 
quiz.  
 
August 26: 1 PM. Optional one time Zoom Q&A meeting. The professor will answer students’ questions 
about the class. Attendance is not required and has no impact on your grade.  
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Part I: Overview, History and Global Political Economy 


August 24-September 12: Module 1: Overview and Historical Background  


Defining Globalization and Theoretical Debates  


Hamelink, Cees J. “The Elusive Concept of Globalization.” Ch. 3 in Lechner & Boli, pp. 25-31. 


Micklethwait, John and Adrian Wooldridge. “The Hidden Promise: Liberty Renewed.” Ch. 1 in Lechner & 
Boli, pp. 11-18. 


Wallerstein, Immanuel. “The Modern World-System as a Capitalist World-Economy.” Ch. 6 in Lechner & 
Boli, pp. 52-59. 


Globalization and History 


Sen, Amartya. “How to Judge Globalism.” Ch. 2 in Lechner & Boli, pp. 19-24. 


Lechner, Frank J. “Waves in the History of Globalization.” Ch. 12 in Lechner & Boli, pp. 105-111. 


Ferguson, Niall. “Sinking Globalization.” Available at JSTOR: http://www.jstor.org/stable/20034276 


Contemporary International Economic Integration 


Fallows, James. “China Makes, the World Takes.” Ch. 20 in Lechner & Boli, pp. 167-172. 


Korzeniewicz, Miguel. “Commodity Chains and Marketing Strategies: Nike and the Global Athletic 
Footwear Industry.” Ch. 21 in Lechner & Boli, pp. 173-183. 


Edey, Malcolm. “The Global Financial Crisis and its Effects.” Ch. 25 in Lechner & Boli, pp. 200-206. 


Deadline to submit the discussion post: September 5; deadline to submit the response to another 
student’s discussion post: September 12 
 
Quiz 1 open: September 6-12  
 
NOTE: September 6 (Labor Day): no office hours 
  


September 13-26: Module 2: Global Inequality  


Milanovic, Branko. Global Inequality.  


NOTE: this required reading refers to Milanovic’s book, not to his chapter in Lechner & Boli.  


NOTE: the Introduction and Chapters 1-4 of the book are assigned; Chapter 5 is not assigned.  
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International trade, investment, and economic development 


Dollar, David and Aart Kraay. “Trade, Growth, and Poverty.” Available at JSTOR: 
http://www.jstor.org/stable/3590109. 


Harvey, David. “A Brief History of Neoliberalism.” Ch. 8 in Lechner & Boli, pp. 67-72. 


Collier, Paul. “The Bottom Billion: Why the Poorest Countries are Failing and What Can be Done About 
It.” Ch. 24 in Lechner & Boli, pp. 194-199. 


Kristof, Nicholas D. and Sheryl WuDunn. “Two Cheers for Sweatshops.” Available at: https://ucf-
flvc.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/01FALSC_UCF/rh57g9/cdi_proquest_miscellaneous_226562159
4 


Also available: https://www.proquest.com/docview/2265621594?accountid=10003&pq-origsite=primo 


D'Mello, Bernard. “Reebok and the global footwear sweatshop.” Available at UCF Library: 
https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=apn&AN=ALTP334968&site=eds-
live&scope=site&custid=current&groupid=main&authtype=shib 


Deadline to submit the discussion post: September 19; deadline to submit the response to another 
student’s discussion post: September 26 


Quiz 2 open: September 20-26 
 


Part II: Global Governance and Rising Powers 


September 27-October 10: Module 3: International Institutions  


International Institutions: Theoretical Perspectives  


Mearsheimer, John. “The False Promise of International Institutions.” Available at JSTOR: 
http://www.jstor.org/stable/2539078 
 
Keohane, Robert O. and Lisa L. Martin. “The Promise of Institutionalist Theory” Available at JSTOR: 
http://www.jstor.org/stable/2539214 
 
International Economic Institutions  
 
Vreeland, James. “The International Monetary Fund.” Ch. 33 in Lechner & Boli, pp. 266-272. 
 
Stiglitz, Joseph E. “Globalism’s Discontents.” Ch. 27 in Lechner & Boli, pp. 210-217. 
 
Rogoff, Kenneth. “The IMF Strikes Back.” Available at: 
https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2015/09/28/04/54/vc021003 
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McBride, James and Andrew Chatzky. “What’s Next for the WTO?” Available: 
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/whats-next-wto 
 
Deadline to submit the discussion post: October 3; Deadline to submit the response to another student’s 
discussion post: October 10 
 
Quiz 3 open: October 4-10 
 
October 11-24: Module 4: Rising Powers  
 
China  
 
Brzezinski and Mearsheimer. “Clash of the Titans.” Available at: 
https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=edsgea&AN=edsgcl.126850465&site=eds-
live&scope=site&custid=current&groupid=main&authtype=shib 
 
Ikenberry, John. “Why the Liberal World Order Will Survive” Available at: 
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/ethics-and-international-affairs/article/why-the-liberal-
world-order-will-survive/633E32F4A7B65CFE78D967F113D325A6 
 
Christensen, Thomas J. “Fostering Stability or Creating a Monster? –The Rise of 
China and U.S. Policy toward East Asia” Available at JSTOR: http://www.jstor.org/stable/4137540 
 
Sutter, Robert. “Washington's "Whole-of-government" Pushback Against Chinese Challenges—
Implications and Outlook” Available at: https://pacforum.org/publication/pacnet-26-washingtons-
whole-of-government-pushback-against-chinese-challenges-implications-and-outlook 
 
Russia 


Mearsheimer, John. “Why the Ukraine Crisis Is the West’s Fault.” Available at: 
https://www.jstor.org/stable/24483306. 


McFaul, Michael. “Faulty Powers: Who Started the Ukraine Crisis?” Available at: 
https://www.jstor.org/stable/24483933  


India  


Schaffer, Teresita. “The United States, India, and Global Governance” Available at: 
https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=edswss&AN=000267570900005&site=eds-
live&scope=site&custid=current&groupid=main&authtype=shib 
 
Mohan, C. Raja. “India’s pivot to the United States” Available at: https://ucf-
flvc.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/01FALSC_UCF/rh57g9/cdi_rmit_primary_282084570504342 
Also available: https://www-proquest-
com.eu1.proxy.openathens.net/docview/2390150416/fulltext/9EF984597CBB40FDPQ/1?accountid=100
03. 
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The Economist. “Why India avoids alliances.” Available at: 
https://www.proquest.com/docview/2048102858?accountid=10003&pq-origsite=primo 
 
Interdependence and Conflict  
 
McMillan, Susan. “Interdependence and Conflict” Available at JSTOR: 
http://www.jstor.org/stable/222802 
 
Deadline to submit the discussion post: October 17; deadline to submit the response to another 
student’s discussion post: October 24 
 
Quiz 4 open: October 18-24 
 


Part III: Identity, Nation States, Environmental Issues 


October 25-November 7: Module 5: Globalization and Identity 
 
NOTE: November 3 11:59 PM: paper due. Upload on Webcourses as a pdf or docx file.  
 
Globalization as Americanization?  


Nye, Joseph. “Globalization and American Power.” Available at: 
https://www.theglobalist.com/globalization-and-american-power 
 
Watson, James L. “McDonald’s in Hong Kong.” Ch. 13 in Lechner & Boli, pp. 112-120. 
 
Yates, Joshua J. “American Evangelicals: The Overlooked Globalizers and Their Unintended Gospel of 
Modernity.” Ch. 55 in Lechner & Boli, pp. 437-442. 
 
Tyrrell, Heather. “Bollywood versus Hollywood: Battle of the Dream Factories.” Ch. 50 in Lechner & Boli, 
pp. 397-404. 
  
Cowen, Tyler. “Why Hollywood Rules the World, and Whether We Should Care.” Ch. 51 in Lechner & 
Boli, pp. 405-411. 
 
Identity and a Backlash to Globalization?  


Huntington, Samuel P. “The Clash of Civilizations?” Ch. 4 in Lechner & Boli, pp. 32-39. 
 
Roy, Olivier. “Globalized Islam: The Search for a New Ummah.” Ch. 53 in Lechner & Boli, pp. 423-428. 
 
Lechner, Frank J. “Religious Rejections of Globalization.” Ch. 57 in Lechner & Boli, pp. 449-455. 
 
Fox, Jonathan. “A world survey of secular-religious competition: state religious policy from 1990 to 
2014.” Available at: https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/09637494.2018.1532750 
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Quiz 5 open: November 1-7 
 
Note: this module does not have a discussion post. Students can use the extra time to work on their 
paper.  
 
November 8-December 6: Module 6: Nation State, Diasporas, Environmental 
Issues 


Globalization and the Nation-State  


Strange, Susan. “The Declining Authority of States” Ch. 28 in Lechner & Boli, pp. 224-230. 


Rodrik, Dani. “Has Globalization Gone Too Far?” Ch. 30 in Lechner & Boli, pp. 237-243. 


Glenn, John. “Welfare Spending in an Era of Globalization: The North—South Divide.” Available at: 
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/0047117808100608 


Wolf, Martin. “Will the Nation-State Survive Globalization?” Available: 
https://www.jstor.org/stable/20050051 


Diaspora Politics  


Mirilovic, Nikola. “Regime type, international migration, and the politics of dual citizenship toleration” 
Available at: https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/0192512114535451 
 
Kirk, Jason.  “Indian-Americans and the U.S.–India Nuclear Agreement.” Available at: 
https://www.jstor.org/stable/24907304 
 
Levitt, Peggy. “The Transnational Villagers.” Ch. 14 in Lechner & Boli, pp. 121-128. 
 
Environmental Issues 
 
Pachauri, Rajendra K. Speech of the IPCC Chairman, Rajendra K. Pachauri, at the opening session of the 
World Economic Forum, Davos, Switzerland. Ch. 69 in Lechner & Boli, pp. 539-542. 
 
Shiva, Vandana. “Ecological Balance in an Era of Globalization.” Ch. 74 in Lechner & Boli, pp. 573-581. 
 
Keck, Margaret E. and Kathryn Sikkink. “Environmental Advocacy Networks.” Ch. 65 in Lechner & Boli, 
pp. 510-518. 
 
Deadline to submit the discussion post: November 29; Deadline to submit the response to another 
student’s discussion post: December 6 


Quiz 6 open: November 29-December 6 


Note: November 25-26: Thanksgiving (no UCF classes or office hours) 
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Note: This syllabus is subject to change at the instructor’s discretion if necessary. Changes to the 
syllabus, if any, will be announced in class and the updated syllabus will be posted at Webcourses. 








POS2041 American National Government 
Section 0W661 


School of Politics, Security, and International Affairs 


College of Sciences 


3 Credit Hours 


 


Table of Contents 


• General Course Information 
• Course Description 
• Course Materials and Resources 
• Student Learning Outcomes 
• Course Activities 
• Grading Information 
• Course Schedule 
• Policy Statements 


 


Instructor Information  


• Instructor: Dr. Annabelle Conroy 
• Office Location: HPH 302 
• Office Hours (all times are EDT - Orlando time). Regular office hours will be 


held through Zoom and the link is provided below.  For these office hours, 
you do not need an appointment.  Just "join" the Zoom session at any point 
during that period by clicking on the link.  If you wish to meet at a different 
time, send me a message through Webcourses to arrange a meeting. 


•  
o  


▪ Dr. Conroy's Office Hours: 


▪  
▪ Tuesdays: 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM  (Zoom 


Meeting ID: 931 4117 7980) 
▪ Wednesdays: 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM (Zoom 


Meeting ID: 961 1883 6313) 



https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1391474/assignments/syllabus#GCI

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1391474/assignments/syllabus#CD

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1391474/assignments/syllabus#CMR

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1391474/assignments/syllabus#SLO

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1391474/assignments/syllabus#CA

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1391474/assignments/syllabus#AGP

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1391474/assignments/syllabus#ID

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1391474/assignments/syllabus#PS





▪ By appointment (contact me by 
Webcourses email to arrange a meeting 
time) 


• Phone: (407) 823-2608 (does not take messages) 
• Digital Contact: Please use the Webcourses@UCF messaging to contact 


me. I aim to respond within 24 hours. If you need information on how to do 
this, please go to the Webcourses 
site: https://cdl.ucf.edu/support/webcourses/guides/conversations/ 


   


Course Information 


• Term: Spring 2021 
• Course Number & Section: POS2041-W602 & W603 
• Course Name: American National Government 
• Credit Hours: 3 
• Class Meeting Days: TBA 
• Class Meeting Time:  TBA 
• Class Location: Online 
• Course Modality: Online 


  


Enrollment Requirements  
Course Prerequisites (if applicable): None 
Course Co-requisites (if applicable): None 
Other Enrollment Requirements (if applicable): N/A 


Course Description 
POS2041-American National Government has been designed to provide a 
comprehensive introduction to the concepts and issues of the United States 
government. It examines the structure, philosophy, accomplishments, and challenges of 
the American government. Students will examine and analyze why the American 
political system operates as it does, who wins and who loses in the process and why 
this system endures. In addition, this course will provide you with the tools to 
understand, effectively participate in, and influence the political process in order to 
address issues of importance to our communities. 


The problems that we face as a society are multifaceted and, thus, require that 
individuals with different backgrounds, training, and perspectives collaborate to 
elaborate and implement effective solutions. Thus, it is imperative that we learn how to 
do this effectively. This course includes several assignments geared towards 
developing teamwork skills and strategies 



https://cdl.ucf.edu/support/webcourses/guides/conversations/





This course will be taught from a transdisciplinary and comparative perspective. This 
means that we will examine topics from a variety of angles and determine the linkages 
that exist between politics, society, culture, science, and the arts. In addition, we will 
continuously compare and contrast the United States to countries around the world to 
try to understand why certain patterns and phenomena are present in some contexts 
and not in others. This is based on the assumption that we can understand our own 
country better if we compare it against others. 


This term our class will be working on one of UCF's priority policy areas: the issue of 
human trafficking.  To that effect, for the final project we will be partnering with another 
class at UCF in the Criminal Justice program: CCJ4694: Human Trafficking.  The 
objective of this is to apply what you learned in the course, to develop professional 
skills, and to make connections with students who are already further along in their UCF 
careers. The project is designed to introduce you to the career readiness competencies 
(competencies that employers are requiring all graduates to demonstrate), skills needed to 
demonstrate these competencies, and prepare you to 'translate' your past and current 
experiences into your employment search tools. 


These competencies/skills are*: 
 


•  
o  
▪ Career & Self Development: Proactively develop 


oneself and one’s career through continual 
personal and professional learning, awareness of one’s 
strengths and weaknesses, navigation of career 
opportunities, and networking to build relationships within 
and without one’s organization.  


o   
▪ Communication: Clearly and effectively exchange 


information, ideas, facts, and perspectives with persons 
inside and outside of an organization. 


o   
▪ Critical Thinking: Identify and respond to needs based 


upon an understanding 
of situational context and logical analysis of relevant 
information. 


o   
▪ Equity & Inclusion: Demonstrate the awareness, 


attitude, knowledge, and skills 
required to equitably engage and include people from 
different 
local and global cultures. Engage in anti-racist practices 
that 
actively challenge the systems, structures, and policies 
of racism. 


o   







▪ Leadership: Recognize and capitalize on personal and 
team strengths to 
achieve organizational goals. 


o   
▪ Professionalism: Knowing work environments differ 


greatly, understand and 
demonstrate effective work habits, and act in the interest 
of the 
larger community and workplace. 


o   
▪ Teamwork: Build and maintain collaborative 


relationships to work effectively toward common goals, 
while appreciating diverse viewpoints and shared 
responsibilities. 


o   
▪ Technology: Understand and leverage technologies 


ethically to enhance 
efficiencies, complete tasks, and accomplish goals. 


* Source: NACE Career Readiness Initiative: https://www.naceweb.org/career-
readiness/competencies/career-readiness-defined/   
All of these competencies have been identified by employers as significant assets in 
hiring/promotion decisions. 


Modality 


This course will be conducted by remote instruction. No in-person classroom 
attendance is available. Additional instructional materials will be video streamed and/or 
require substantive interaction online. No distance learning fee is charged.  Thus, you 
will need access to a reliable internet connection, a webcam, a microphone, and, of 
course, a laptop or desktop.   


The weekly schedule for this course will be the following: 


  


Module Schedule 


Modules Open on: Tuesdays, 9:00 am 


Modules Close on: Mondays, 11:59 pm 


  


  



https://www.naceweb.org/career-readiness/competencies/career-readiness-defined/

https://www.naceweb.org/career-readiness/competencies/career-readiness-defined/





  


Course Materials and Resources 


Required Textbook 


The textbook for this class is: 


 


  


  


OpenStax and Lumen Learning: American Government 
(2e),  https://pressbooks.online.ucf.edu/pos2041ac/  Print: American Government from 
OpenStax, Print ISBN 1947172654, Digital ISBN 1947172662, 
https://openstax.org/details/books/american-government-2e 


Good news: your textbook for this class is available for free online!  Your book is 
available in web view and PDF for free.  You can use whichever formats you want. The 
web view is recommended -- the responsive design works seamlessly on any device.  In 
addition, the web version may include end-of-chapter review questions not included in 
the print version.  However, if you prefer, you can also get a print version at a very low 
cost. If you wish to buy a hard copy of the book, you can purchase it on Amazon,  but 
make sure you use the link on your book page on openstax.org so you get the official 
OpenStax print version  ( https://www.amazon.com/dp/1947172654 ). (Simple printouts 
sold by third parties on Amazon are not verifiable and not as high-quality.)  


The link for each chapter is included in each week’s module.  To access each chapter 
you just have to click on the link provided in each module.  To navigate through the 
chapter, you may use the "Next" or "Back" buttons located at the top and bottom of each 
chapter's screen.   


  


Hardware/Software Requirements 
The following hardware and software technologies needed to complete assignments: 


• Desktop or laptop computer 
• Webcam 
• Microphone 
• Either speakers or headphones 
• Reliable access to the internet 
• Access to Webcourses@UCF 



https://openstax.org/details/books/american-government-2e

https://www.amazon.com/dp/1947172654





• Access to ucf.zoom.us with NID and NID password 
• Download Respondus LockDown Browser (see instructions below) 


  


LockDown Browser Requirement 


This course requires the use of LockDown Browser for online exams. 


Watch this video to get a basic understanding of LockDown Browser: 


https://www.respondus.com/products/lockdown-browser/student-movie.shtml 


Consult the student quick start guide for step by step instructions: 


Respondus Quick Start Guide download 


Download Instructions 


Download and install LockDown Browser from this link: 


https://download.respondus.com/lockdown/download.php?id=472413933 


Once Installed 


•  
o Start LockDown Browser 
o Log in to Canvas 
o Navigate to the quiz 


Note: You won't be able to access a quiz that requires LockDown Browser with a 
standard web browser. If this is tried, an error message will indicate that the test 
requires the use of LockDown Browser. Simply start LockDown Browser and navigate 
back to the exam to continue. 


Getting Help 


Several resources are available if you encounter problems with LockDown Browser: 


•  
o The Windows and Mac versions of LockDown Browser have a 


"Help Center" button located on the toolbar. Use the "System & 
Network Check" to troubleshoot issues. If an exam requires you to 
use a webcam, also run the "Webcam Check" from this area 


o To save time and get the help you need, if you need further 
support, please contact the Webcourses help desk directly: 


▪ You can contact Webcourses@UCF Support by phone 
(407-823-0407), email (webcourses@ucf.edu), live chat, 
or through our Online Support Form. 



https://ucf.zoom.us/

https://www.respondus.com/products/lockdown-browser/student-movie.shtml

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1391474/files/87981294/download?wrap=1

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1391474/files/87981294/download?download_frd=1

https://download.respondus.com/lockdown/download.php?id=472413933

https://cdl.ucf.edu/support/webcourses/

mailto:webcourses@ucf.edu

https://cdl.ucf.edu/support/webcourses/contact/

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1391474/files/87981294/download?download_frd=1

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1391474/files/87981294/download?download_frd=1





o Respondus has a Knowledge Base available 
from support.respondus.com. Select the "Knowledge Base" link 
and then select "Respondus LockDown Browser" as the product. If 
your problem is with a webcam, select "Respondus Monitor" as 
your product 


o If you're still unable to resolve a technical issue with LockDown 
Browser, go to support.respondus.com and select "Submit a 
Ticket". Provide detailed information about your problem and what 
steps you took to resolve it (Just keep in mind that due to the 
coronavirus they are overwhelmed right now so it might take a 
while to get a response). 


  


Practice Test 


It is a good idea to take the Practice Test just so you can get used to this tool and 
troubleshoot any problems there might be.  Ideally, you should use the same computer 
that you will use with the graded quizzes/exams, including the same network/Wi-Fi 
environment. You can take this practice test unlimited times so you can get used to it.    


Before you take the Practice Test, do the following: 


•  
o Locate the LockDown Browser application or shortcut and manually 


launch it 
o Select "Help Center" from the toolbar 
o Run the "Webcam Check" and the "System & Network Check" to 


make sure everything is working properly. If a problem is indicated, 
you can search for a solution in the Knowledge Base, or seek 
technical assistance. 


Once you take the Practice Test you will be able to make any needed corrections and I 
can also verify that everything is fine. 


  


Student Learning Outcomes 
The main objectives of this course are: 


1. To provide students with a comprehensive introduction to the American 
system of government. 


2. To provide students with an understanding of the ways in which the various 
branches of the government, as well as other political actors, operate in the 
context of the American political institutions and processes. 


3. To show how the main political actors and institutions have changed over 
time. 



http://support.respondus.com/





4. To develop key skills required for the successful study of political science and 
for the graduate job market. 


5. To provide students with the tools to become active and engaged citizens and 
to have the ability to make informed political decisions. 


 
By the end of the course students should: 


1. Develop and demonstrate an understanding of the basic principles and 
practices of American democracy and how they are applied in our republican 
form of government. 


2. Develop and demonstrate an understanding of the United States Constitution 
and its application. 


3. Develop and demonstrate knowledge of the founding documents and how 
they have shaped the nature and functions of our institutions of self-
governance. 


4. Develop and demonstrate an understanding of landmark Supreme Court 
cases, landmark legislation, and landmark executive actions and their impact 
on law and society. 


In addition, this course is designed as an introduction to and preparation for higher-level 
courses by developing skills such as oral presentation, writing, test-taking and 
teamwork skills. 


  


Course Activities 
This course will consist of a combination of activities: class discussions, individual 
research, and short writing assignments. Each week I will post one or more questions 
which you should consider and prepare for that week's discussion. The questions, 
readings, and assignments for each week can be found on the modules for each week. 
To see which module corresponds to each week, please consult the class schedule. 


The course activities required in this course are: 


Protocol Points: 


Protocol points are points that are given to you at the beginning of the course and will 
remain with you as long as you observe and abide by the class protocols and the UCF 
student code of conduct.  In other words, you start off with 2.5 points and you will only 
lose some or all of them if you somehow violate any of the protocols set forth in the 
syllabus. 


You can lose protocol points if you do any of the following: 







1. Use rude, disrespectful, intimidating, or unprofessional language in any 
communication or discussion assignment in this course. Please make sure to 
review the email protocols in the Course Policies section of the syllabus. 


2. Violate the ethical standards set forth by UCF 
(see http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/). 


3. Repeatedly arrive late to class. 
4. Fail to turn off or turn to silent your cellphone or other electronic devices 


during the class and/or use of these devices during class time unless allowed 
by the professor.  If any of this occurs, there will be one warning and after 
that, the penalty for each additional offense will increase. 


5. Ask a question that is obviously already stated either in the syllabus, class 
modules, or in an email that I have sent to the class. 


6. You do not answer an email sent by your instructor within 48 hours. 
7. Fail to observe the protocols set forth in this syllabus. 


Please keep in mind that if you lose all 5 protocol points, other disciplinary actions will 
ensue. 


  


Modules 


There are 11 graded modules and each module is worth 5 points. Each module will 
have a set of activities you need to complete so a good strategy is to log into the course 
as soon as it opens to see what is required for that week.  The weekly schedule for this 
course will be the following: 


  


Module Schedule 


Modules Open on: Tuesdays, 9:00 am 


Modules Close on: Mondays, 11:59 pm 


  


If you have to miss a module due to illness you need to inform the instructor as soon as 
possible to arrange for an alternative assessment.   


Collaborative Project 


To help bridge the gap from education to employment, the students will engage in a 
collaborative group project. The students in this class will be grouped with students from 
the CCJ4694: Human Trafficking course to work on a final project. The collaborative 
group project is designed to help you build skills outlined by the National Association for 
Colleges and Employers (NACE). To read more about the project, go to Module 1 and 



http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/

https://www.naceweb.org/career-readiness/competencies/the-four-career-competencies-employers-value-most/

https://www.naceweb.org/career-readiness/competencies/the-four-career-competencies-employers-value-most/

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1391474/modules/2216081





click on the Final Collaborative Project link. The project will account for 12.5 % of the 
grade (25 points) but these will be divided into several components (Roadmap, Final 
Project, and Reflection paper). 


Mandatory Zoom Meetings 
There will be TWO general mandatory meetings where students and instructors from 
both classes will meet.  These will be announced in the first week of class. 


  


Examinations 


There will be three examinations in this course - two midterms and a final exam.   The 
final examination will be cumulative.  You must take this exam. Failure to take the final 
exam will result in a grade of "F" for the entire course.  Please refer to the final module 
for instructions regarding the exams. 


As with any other course, I urge you not to fall behind on the readings. Each week we 
will be covering a lot of new information and if you do not keep up, it can become 
overwhelming the day before the exam. In addition, keep in mind that the final 
examination will be cumulative. 


In case of a serious extenuating circumstance that prevents the student from taking the 
final exam, the student is responsible for contacting the instructor before the 
examination. In addition,  please note that the format of any makeup examination may 
be different from that administered to the rest of the class. 


• Extra Credit: There will be no extra credit assignments offered in this course. 
• Students should have regular access to the internet and plan on logging into 


the course at least twice each week in order to get the class assignments. 
• In addition, students should plan on at least five hours’ worth of homework 


outside of class each week.  This will consist of doing assigned readings and 
preparing for the in-class assignments. 


• Late assignments will not be accepted unless valid medical documentation is 
presented and only when arrangements have been made before the due 
date.  Make-up assignments will have a different format than those assigned 
to the rest of the class. 


• Make sure to check the “Grades” section in Webcourses often. Please be 
aware that no grade will be changed 2 weeks after the grade for a particular 
assignment has been posted. 


• If you have a particular concern about a grade received, you need to make an 
appointment by email specifying the specific points which you wish to 
address. Keep in mind that if you ask me to read the disputed 
assignment/test again, your grade may go up or down. 


• Please do come and see me if you are having trouble understanding a topic 
or concept. Also, I encourage you to ask questions during class if something 
is not clear. 







  


To protect members of our community, everyone is required to wear a facial covering 
inside all common spaces including classrooms 
(https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/PolicyEmergencyCOVIDReturnPolicy.pdf). Students 
who choose not to wear facial coverings will be asked to leave the classroom by the 
instructor. If they refuse to leave the classroom or put on a facial covering, they may be 
considered disruptive (please see the Golden Rule for student behavior expectations). 
Faculty have the right to cancel class if the safety and well-being of class members are 
in jeopardy. Students will be responsible for the material that would have been covered 
in class as provided by the instructor.   


Depending on the course of the pandemic during the semester, the university may 
make changes to the way classes are offered. If that happens, please look for 
announcements or messages in Webcourses@UCF or Knights email about changes 
specific to this course. 


COVID-19 and Illness Notification – Students who believe they may have a COVID-19 
diagnosis should contact UCF Student Health Services (407-823-2509) so proper 
contact tracing procedures can take place. 


Students should not come to campus if they are ill, are experiencing any symptoms of 
COVID-19, have tested positive for COVID, or if anyone living in their residence has 
tested positive or is sick with COVID-19 symptoms. CDC guidance for COVID-19 
symptoms is located here: (https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-
testing/symptoms.html) 


Students should contact their instructor(s) as soon as possible if they miss class for any 
illness reason to discuss reasonable adjustments that might need to be made. When 
possible, students should contact their instructor(s) before missing class. 


In Case of Faculty Illness – If the instructor falls ill during the semester, there may be 
changes to this course, including having a backup instructor take over the course. 
Please look for announcements or mail in Webcourses@UCF or Knights email for any 
alterations to this course. 


Course Accessibility and Disability COVID-19 Supplemental Statement – 
Accommodations may need to be added or adjusted should this course shift from an on-
campus to a remote format. Students with disabilities should speak with their instructor 
and should contact sas@ucf.edu to discuss specific accommodations for this or other 
courses. 


  


Make-up Assignments 


Per university policy, you are allowed to submit make-up work (or an equivalent, 
alternate assignment) for authorized university-sponsored activities, religious 
observances, or legal obligations (such as jury duty). If this participation conflicts with 



https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/PolicyEmergencyCOVIDReturnPolicy.pdf)

https://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
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any of the exams, I will offer a reasonable opportunity for you to complete missed 
exams. The make-up exams and grading scale will be equivalent to the missed 
assignment and its grading scale but its format may be different.   


Assessment and Grading Procedures* 
  


Grading Item Percentage 


Protocol Points 2.5 


Modules (11 graded modules/5 points each) 55 


Final Project 12.5 


Examinations 30 


  


  


  


  


Letter 
Grade 


Points 


A 94 – 100  


A- 90 – 93.9  


B+ 87 – 89.9  


B 84 – 86.9  


B- 80 – 83.9  


C+ 77 – 79.9  







C 74 – 76.9  


C- 70 – 73.9  


D+ 67 – 69.9  


D 64 – 66.9  


D- 61 – 63.9  


F 0 - 60.9  


  


Grade Dissemination 


In general, grades for each assignment will appear two weeks after the submission 
deadline.  You can access your scores at any time by logging into your course through 
Webcourses. Mistakes can be made while entering the grades, so you are responsible 
for monitoring your grades and making sure that they are accurate.  You have one week 
after the grades are posted to challenge or request a correction to your grades.  After 
this time, grades become final.  


If you wish to challenge your grade you must make an appointment with the professor 
and present the evidence to show that your grade is incorrect.  Keep in mind that if a 
review has to be made of your graded assignment, the grade can go up or down 
depending on the review. 


Consult the latest Undergraduate or Graduate catalog for regulations and procedures 
regarding grading such as Incomplete grades, grade changes, and grade forgiveness. 


  


Course Schedule 
Although I make every effort to adhere to the dates set forth in the schedule, unforeseen 
events may make it necessary to change the dates.  If this is the case, I will let you 
know as soon as possible.  Please keep in mind that in case of a natural disaster or 
another type of emergency you should consult the UCF website for immediate 
information. 


  


  



http://catalog.ucf.edu/





Date Topic Assignments/Notes 


  


Part I: The Foundations of the American System 


  


Week 
1:    August 
23 


Introduction: 
American 
Government and 
Civic 
Engagement 


Week 1 Module 


Friday, Aug. 27: Last Day to Drop 


Week 
2:    August 
30 


The Constitution 
and its Origins 


Week 2 Module 


Week 
3:    Sept. 
6 


The Constitution 
and its Origins  


Week 3 Module 


Week 
4:    Sept. 
13 


American 
Federalism 


Week 4 Module 


Week 5: 
Sept. 20 


American 
Federalism II 


Week 5 Module 


  


Part II: Individual Agency and Action 


  


Week 
6:    Sept. 
27 


Civil Liberties Week 6 Module 


Week 
7:    Oct. 4 


Civil Rights I Week 7 Module 







Week 
8:    Oct. 
11 


Civil Rights II Week 8 Module 


Week 9: 
Oct. 18 


Voting and 
Elections 


Week 9 Module 


  


Part III: Toward Collective Action: Mediating Institutions 


  


Week 
10:  Oct. 
25 


Political Parties, 
Interest Groups 
and Lobbying 


Week 10 Module 


Friday, Oct. 29: Withdrawal Deadline 


Week 
11:  Nov. 1 


The Media and 
Public Opinion 


Week 11 Module 


Final Project Weeks 


Week 
12:  Nov. 8 


Final Project Week 12 Module 


Week 13: 
Nov. 15 


Final Project 
  


Final Collaborative Project Due:  


Week 14: 
Nov. 22 


Thanksgiving No Class: Thanksgiving Wednesday - Sunday 


Part III: Delivering Collective Action: Formal Institutions 


Week 15: 
Nov. 29 


The Congress, 
the Presidency, 
and the Courts 


Week 15 Module 


Wednesday, Dec. 3: Last Day of Class 







Week 16: 
Dec. 6 


 Review Week 
and Final Exam 
Week 


Final Exam: 


Monday, December 6, 2021  


  


  


 








GEO1200 - Physical Geography
Syllabus Fall/2021


Instructor Contact
Instructor: Brian Yeitz
Office: N/A
Virtual office hours: by appointment
Phone Contact: via email
E-mail: brian.yeitz@ucf.edu


Course Information
Course Name Physical Geography
Course ID & Section: GEO1200-0W60
Credit Hours: 3 Credit Hours
Semester/Year: Fall 2021
Location: Online


Course Description
Basic physical elements of geography, including climate, landforms, soils, natural vegetation,
minerals, and their integrated patterns of world distribution.


Prerequisite(s): None. Corequisite(s): None. Prerequisite(s) or Corequisite(s): None.


Course Objectives
● Describe the geographic spatial patterns to the earth's physical environment, including


global patterns of climate, ecosystems, soils, and landforms.
● Explain the basic environmental processes operating between the atmosphere,


biosphere, hydrosphere, and lithosphere that produce geographic patterns.
● Give examples of connections between the atmosphere, biosphere hydrosphere, and


lithosphere.
● Apply technical skills of reading, interpreting, creating, and analyzing geographic data.
● Apply the knowledge gained throughout the semester to understand the characteristics


of different places and to analyze situations related to the physical geography processes.


Required Text
Living Physical Geography (with Achieve).  Author: Bruce Gervais.  Publisher: Macmillan.
Edition: 2nd.


Course Requirements
● 5 Tests – each test will be worth 50 points for a total of 250 points.  Questions will be


multiple choice and/or true false.  These tests will be based on the readings completed
for each unit.


● 7 Story Map Quizzes Discussions - point value for each is listed under the Assignments
tab for a total of 135 points.







● 2 Article Critiques - each worth 20 points for a total of 40 points.
● 1 Syllabus Quiz - 5 points.


NOTE:  Each assignment/test will have a specific due date to keep you on at a steady pace for
the semester.  NO LATE WORK WILL BE ACCEPTED OR DUE DATES EXTENDED.


Evaluation and Grading
There will be a total of 430 points available in this course.  The following chart shows a
breakdown of the point range for the final grade in the course.   Point values for individual
assignments will show up in the Modules and Assignments tabs.


Letter Grade Points


A 387 - 430 points
B 344 - 386 points
C 301 - 343 points
D 258 - 300 points
F 0 - 257 points


UCF Financial Aid Statement
As of Fall 2014, all faculty are required to document students’ academic activity at the beginning
of each course. In order to document that you began this course, please complete the following
academic activity (syllabus acknowledgement) by the end of the first week of classes or as soon
as possible after adding the course, but no later than Friday, August 27th. Failure to do so may
result in a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid.  Even if you are not getting Financial
Aid, you will need to complete this assignment.


Academic Integrity
Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of Conduct at
<https://scai.sdes.ucf.edu/student-rules-of-conduct/>. According to Section 1, “Academic
Misconduct,” students are prohibited from engaging in


1. Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information
or study aids in any academic exercise unless specifically authorized by the instructor of
record. The unauthorized possession of examination or course-related material also
constitutes cheating.


2. Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral means: The
presentation of material which has not been studied or learned, but rather was obtained
through someone else’s efforts and used as part of an examination, course assignment,
or project.


3. Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to another person,
student, and/or uploading course material to a third-party vendor without authorization or
without the express written permission of the university and the instructor. Course







materials include but are not limited to class notes, Instructor’s PowerPoints, course
syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, instruction sheets, homework, study guides, handouts, etc.


4. Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work.
5. Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the source,


thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s own.
6. Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than once


without the express written permission of the instructor.
7. Helping another violate academic behavior standards.
8. Soliciting assistance with academic coursework and/or degree requirements.


Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating
Students should also familiarize themselves with the procedures for academic misconduct in
UCF’s student handbook, The Golden Rule<https://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/>. UCF faculty
members have a responsibility for students’ education and the value of a UCF degree, and so
seek to prevent unethical behavior and respond to academic misconduct when necessary.
Penalties for violating rules, policies, and instructions within this course can range from a zero
on the exercise to an “F” letter grade in the course. In addition, an Academic Misconduct report
could be filed with the Office of Student Conduct, which could lead to disciplinary warning,
disciplinary probation, or deferred suspension or separation from the University through
suspension, dismissal, or expulsion with the addition of a “Z” designation on one’s transcript.


Being found in violation of academic conduct standards could result in a student having to
disclose such behavior on a graduate school application, being removed from a leadership
position within a student organization, the recipient of scholarships, participation in University
activities such as study abroad, internships, etc.


Let’s avoid all of this by demonstrating values of honesty, trust, and integrity. No grade is worth
compromising your integrity and moving your moral compass. Stay true to doing the right thing:
take the zero, not a shortcut.


Course Accessibility Statement
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all persons
with disabilities. Students with disabilities who need access to course content due to course
design limitations should contact the professor as soon as possible. Students should also
connect with Student Accessibility Services (SAS) <http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/> (Ferrell Commons
185, sas@ucf.edu, phone 407-823-2371). For students connected with SAS, a Course
Accessibility Letter may be created and sent to professors, which informs faculty of potential
course access and accommodations that might be necessary and reasonable. Determining
reasonable access and accommodations requires consideration of the course design, course
learning objectives and the individual academic and course barriers experienced by the student.
Further conversation with SAS, faculty and the student may be warranted to ensure an
accessible course experience.


Deployed Active Duty Military Students







Students who are deployed active duty military and/or National Guard personnel and require
accommodation should contact their instructors as soon as possible after the semester begins
and/or after they receive notification of deployment to make related arrangements.


Copyright
This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, images, text
materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use doctrine in order to
enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, download or distribute these
items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for this online classroom environment and
your use only. All copyright materials are credited to the copyright holder.


Third-Party Software and FERPA
During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or software
applications sometimes called third-party software such as a blog or wiki. While some of these
could be required assignments, you need not make any personally identifying information on a
public site. Do not post or provide any private information about yourself or your classmates.
Where appropriate you may use a pseudonym or nickname. Some written assignments posted
publicly may require personal reflection/comments, but the assignments will not require you to
disclose any personally identity-sensitive information. If you have any concerns about this,
please contact your instructor.
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Political Science 4604 
Constitutional Law II 


University of Central Florida, Fall 2021 
Instructor: John Hanley 


v. 1.0 
  
Logistics 
Class Meetings: Tuesday/Thursday 10:30-11:45, Business Admin 1, Rm 121 
Office Hours are via Zoom. Tuesday, Thursday 12:30-3pm, or by appointment.  
Email: john.hanley@ucf.edu    
   
Course Overview 
When asked to explain why America is a great country, or what they appreciate about this 
country, Americans will often cite the protections of civil liberties and civil rights 
contained in the Constitution. From “The Star-Spangled Banner” to “My Country ‘Tis of 
Thee” to the Pledge of Allegiance, our patriotic utterances conclude with reflections on 
freedom and equality. Yet the freedoms that we enjoy today did not spring forth 
automatically from the first ten amendments to the Constitution—it would take over 75 
years before people could invoke the Bill of Rights against state action in federal court. 
Even then, the general terms in which these liberties are expressed—which make them 
most suitable for repetition and praise—require definition, refinement, and clarification.  
For African Americans, it would be another one hundred years before the most odious and 
pervasive denials of freedom were ended; the consequences of such sustained abuses and 
the continuation of inequality and discrimination in society give rise to political and legal 
conflicts which will likely endure for generations to come. Children are necessarily 
socialized using general phrases and basic illustrations, but administering a “free” and 
“just” society is difficult. In America, the main responsibility for defining liberties have 
been undertaken by the courts. Thus, understanding of judicial doctrines and decision-
making is essential to asserting ourselves politically, or to carrying out positions of 
authority. Beyond these practical lessons, by studying two hundred years of controversies, 
resolutions, and the paths not taken, we gain a greater understanding of our Constitution 
and our country. 
 
Student Learning Outcomes 
Students shall:  


(1) Analyze and assess judicial opinions and case outcomes, judicial 
philosophies and political and socio-economic theories more generally. 
Critical thinking will be engaged both deductively--identifying 
shortcomings in stated theories as well as inductively--organizing 
perspectives into coherent systems of belief. 


To be more analytically rigorous, and become citizens who 
understand and recognize institutional and philosophical 
constraints on the Court. 


(2) Increase their substantive understanding of American politics and 
political history, consistent with the centrality of the Constitution to 
American political culture and institutions.  
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To facilitate careers in government as well as further study in 
political science and law. 


(3) Practice written and oral communication skills. 
To advocate for ourselves and others, and to effectively present 
information. 


 
 
Equipment 
David M. O’Brien, Constitutional Law and Politics, vol. II: Civil Rights and Liberties, 
11th ed. (W.W. Norton, 2020). ISBN: 978-0393696745. 
CLaP has a big sticker price ($115 on Amazon), but it is the only text you need to buy. 
When it arrives, take the text in your hands and welcome it into your life. This is the 
beginning of a beautiful friendship. 
 
Additional readings will be available through webcourses. 
 
Validation 
Grades will be based on three papers, in-class quizzes, a final exam, and class participation. 
Points (out of 250 total) will be awarded as follows: 


• 3 Essays   90 points (30 each) 
• Quizzes (every other week) 100 points (20 each) 
• Final Exam   60 points 
• Participation  +/- 10 points 


 
Grades will be awarded as follows: 
A >233 
A- 225-232.5 
B+ 216.5-232 
B 208-216 


B- 200-207.5 
C+ 191.5-199.5 
C 183-191 
C- 175-182.5 


D 150-174.5 
F <150 


 
Essays  
A substantial portion of your final grade will be determined by your completion of three 
out-of-class writing assignments. Each paper should be 4-6 pages, typed and double-
spaced. These are not research papers—instead, they will require you to think through 
important issues in the course, stake out your own position, and defend that position.  
 
Since good writing comes from careful revision, I encourage you to discuss your papers 
with me before they are due. Writing tips will be distributed periodically throughout the 
semester. 
 
Quizzes  
In lieu of a midterm, there will be seven quizzes. Quiz dates are indicated in the schedule 
of material. Each quiz will last 10-12 minutes and consist of a case (or other reading, for 
the first quiz) being drawn from those previously covered in the semester. You will be 
asked to identify the facts of the case and discuss its significance. The lowest 2 quizzes 
will be dropped. 
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Final Exam  
The final exam is Tuesday, December 7, at 10am. Like the quizzes, the exam will ask you 
to identify and discuss cases we have read. I will provide in advance a list of cases that may 
be selected. There will also be an essay section. 
 
Participation  
Students are responsible for generating a record of thoughtful participation. Showing up 
and talking will raise your grade. Habitual non-attendance or spending every class 
looking at a phone will lower it. 
 
 
Course Policies 
If you wish to have an assignment re-assessed due to a possible grading error, it is your 
obligation to compose a short memo identifying the alleged mistake(s).  
 
Incomplete grades, changes in exam dates, and extensions of written assignments will be 
approved only by the instructor, and only upon evidence of extenuating circumstances. 
 
Academic Integrity 
The Center for Academic Integrity (CAI) defines academic integrity as a commitment, even in the face of 
adversity, to five fundamental values: honesty, trust, fairness, respect, and responsibility. From these values 
flow principles of behavior that enable academic communities to translate ideals into action. 
http://academicintegrity.org/  
 
UCF Creed: Integrity, scholarship, community, creativity, and excellence are the core values that guide our 
conduct, performance, and decisions. 


1. Integrity: I will practice and defend academic and personal honesty. 
2. Scholarship: I will cherish and honor learning as a fundamental purpose of my membership in the 


UCF community. 
3. Community: I will promote an open and supportive campus environment by respecting the rights 


and contributions of every individual. 
4. Creativity: I will use my talents to enrich the human experience. 
5. Excellence: I will strive toward the highest standards of performance in any endeavor I undertake. 


 
The following definitions of plagiarism and misuse of sources come from the Council of Writing Program 
Administrators <http://wpacouncil.org/node/9> and have been adopted by UCF’s Department of Writing & 
Rhetoric. 
 
Plagiarism 
In an instructional setting, plagiarism occurs when a writer deliberately uses someone else’s language, 
ideas, or other original (not common-knowledge) material without acknowledging its source. This 
definition applies to texts published in print or on-line, to manuscripts, and to the work of other student 
writers. 
 
Misuse of Sources 
A student who attempts (even if clumsily) to identify and credit his or her source, but who misuses a 
specific citation format or incorrectly uses quotation marks or other forms of identifying material taken 
from other sources, has not plagiarized. Instead, such a student should be considered to have failed to cite 
and document sources appropriately. 
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Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating 
UCF faculty members have a responsibility for your education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek 
to prevent unethical behavior and when necessary respond to infringements of academic integrity. Penalties 
can include a failing grade in an assignment or in the course, suspension or expulsion from the university, 
and/or a "Z Designation" on a student's official transcript indicating academic dishonesty, where the final 
grade for this course will be preceded by the letter Z. For more information about the Z Designation, see 
http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade.  
For more information about UCF's Rules of Conduct, see http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/.  
 
Unauthorized Use of Class Materials 
There are many fraudulent websites claiming to offer study aids to students but are actually cheat sites. 
They encourage students to upload course materials, such as test questions, individual assignments, and 
examples of graded material. Such materials are the intellectual property of instructors, the university, or 
publishers and may not be distributed without prior authorization. Students who engage in such activity are 
in violation of academic conduct standards and may face penalties. 
 
Unauthorized Use of Class Notes 
Third parties may be selling class notes from this class without my authorization. Please be aware that such 
class materials may contain errors, which could affect your performance or grade. Use these materials at 
your own risk. 
 
In-Class Recording Policy 
Outside of the notetaking and recording services offered by Student Accessibility Services, the creation of 
an audio or video recording of all or part of a class for personal use is allowed only with the advance and 
explicit written consent of the instructor. Such recordings are only acceptable in the context of personal, 
private studying and notetaking and are not authorized to be shared with anyone without the separate 
written approval of the instructor. 
 
Course Accessibility Statement  
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all persons with 
disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students with disabilities who need 
specific access in this course, such as accommodations, should contact the professor as soon as possible to 
discuss various access options. Students should also connect with Student Accessibility Services (Ferrell 
Commons, 7F, Room 185, sas@ucf.edu, phone (407) 823-2371). Through Student Accessibility Services, a 
Course Accessibility Letter may be created and sent to professors, which informs faculty of potential access 
and accommodations that might be reasonable. 
 
Campus Safety Statement 
Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise in our class, we will all need to work together. 
Everyone should be aware of the surroundings and familiar with some basic safety and security concepts.  


• In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance.  
• Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall near the door. 


Please make a note of the guide’s physical location and consider reviewing the online version at 
http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html.   


• Familiarize yourself with evacuation routes from each of your classrooms and have a plan for 
finding safety in case of an emergency. (Insert class-specific details if appropriate) 


• If there is a medical emergency during class, we may need to access a first aid kit or AED 
(Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those items are located in this building, see 
http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/AEDlocations-UCF (click on link from menu on left).  (insert class 
specific information if appropriate) 


• To stay informed about emergency situations, sign up to receive UCF text alerts by going to 
my.ucf.edu and logging in.  Click on “Student Self Service” located on the left side of the screen 
in the tool bar, scroll down to the blue “Personal Information” heading on your Student Center 
screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the information, including your e-mail address, cell phone 
number, and cell phone provider, click “Apply” to save the changes, and then click “OK.” 
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• If you have a special need related to emergency situations, please speak with me during office 
hours. 


• Consider viewing this video (https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk) about how to manage an active 
shooter situation on campus or elsewhere.   


 
Deployed Active Duty Military Students 
If you are a deployed active duty military student and feel that you may need a special accommodation due 
to that unique status, please contact your instructor to discuss your circumstances. 
 
Students who represent the university in an authorized event or activity (for example, student-athletes) and 
who are unable to meet a course deadline due to a conflict with that event must provide the instructor with 
documentation in advance to arrange a make-up. No penalty will be applied. 
 
Students must notify their instructor in advance if they intend to miss class for a religious observance. 
 
 
Schedule of Material 
 


# Date Topics, readings Chapters/pages 


0 T 8/24 


Introduction 
Declaration of Independence; Federalist 
10   


1 R 8/26 


The Constitution of the United States of 
America; The Federalist, No. 78; The 
Federalist, No. 84; Letter from Jefferson 
to Madison (Dec. 20, 1787); Letter from 
Madison to Jefferson (October 17, 
1788); Letter from Jefferson to Madison 
(March 15, 1789)  


2 T 8/31  Constitution + The Supreme Court 2.A pp. 109-144 


3 R 9/2 
The Politics of Constitutional 
Interpretation  1.B pp. 68-106 


4 T 9/7 
The Nationalization of the Bill of Rights 
QUIZ #1 4.A pp. 320-384 


5 
R 9/9 


T 9/14 
Freedom From and Of Religion – The 
(Dis)Establishment of Religion 


6.A pp. 692-784, 
minus cuts 


6 R 9/16 
Free Exercise of Religion 
PAPER 1 HANDED OUT 


6.B pp. 785-837, 
minus cuts 


7 T 9/21 


Freedom of Expression—Judicial 
Approaches to the First Amendment 
QUIZ #2 5.A pp. 426-461 


8 R 9/23 Obscenity and Pornography 5.B.(1) pp. 462-502 


9 R 9/28 
Fighting Words and Offensive Speech 
ACLU, “Hate Speech on Campus” 


5.B.(2) pp. 503-556, 
minus cuts 
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10 R 9/30 
Symbolic Speech     
PAPER 1 DUE 5.H.(1) pp. 641-666 


11 T 10/5 
 
Freedom of the Press 5.E pp. 602-620 


12 R 10/7 


QUIZ #3 
The Fourth Amendment Guarantee against 
Unreasonable Searches and Seizures  


7.A pp. 841-863 
7.B pp. 864-893 


13 T 10/12 


Other Governmental Searches in the 
Administrative State: Wiretapping, 
Bugging, and Police Surveillance  
PAPER 2 HANDED OUT 


7.D pp. 916-942 
7.E pp. 943-990 


14 R 10/14 
The Fifth Amendment Guarantee against 
Self-Accusation 


8.A pp. 1043-1095, 
minus cuts 


15 T 10/19 Fifth and Eighth Amendments 
10 pp. 1167-1219, 
minus cuts 


16 
 


R 10/21 


The Development and Demise of a 
“Liberty of Contract” 
QUIZ #4 3.B pp. 256-289 


17 
T 10/26 
R 10/28 


Privacy and Reproductive Freedom 
PAPER 2 DUE 10/26 


11.A pp. 1228-1285, 
minus cuts 


18 T 11/2 
Privacy and Personal Autonomy 
QUIZ #5 11.B pp. 1286-1319 


19 


 
R 11/4 
T 11/9 


 


The Equal Protection of the Laws – Racial 
Discrimination and State Action, Racial 
Discrimination in Education, Affirmative 
Action and Reverse Discrimination 


12.A pp. 1330-1375 
12.B pp. 1376-1431, 
minus cuts 
12.C pp. 1432-1490 


 R 11/11 NO CLASS – VETERANS DAY  


20 
T 11/16 
R 11/18 


Nonracial Classifications and the Equal 
Protection of the Laws 
PAPER 3 DUE 12.D pp. 1490-1590 


21 
T 11/23 
T 11/30 


Remainders 
QUIZ #6 11/30   


 R 12/2 Exam Review  


 
 


T 12/7 Exam, 10:00-12:50 in our normal room  
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INR4502 • INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 
SCHOOL OF POLITICS, SECURITY, AND INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 
UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL FLORIDA 
FALL 2021 


 
 
Instructor Sara Belligoni 
Instructor Email Sara.Belligoni@ucf.edu 
Credit Hours 3 
Course Modality In-person 
Enrollment Requirements ENC1102 or POS2041 
Class Meeting Mondays, 2:30-5:20 PM 
Class Location NSC – Classroom 110 
Office Hours  Mondays, 10:00-12:00 PM • Online, via Zoom (see details below) 


 
 
• GENERAL INFORMATION 


 
Academic Activity: Students are required to complete the academic activity via WebCourses within the 
first week of classes. This is particularly important for those students receiving financial aid. Please go to 
WebCourses à Assignments à Academic Activity and make sure to complete it before Friday, 27 August 
2021, at 11:59 PM. 
 
Academic Resources: Students have several opportunities to be successful in this class. In WebCourses, 
left-hand toolbar, there is the link to the resources dedicated to students with information on how to format 
their assignments and correctly include in-text citations and references. Students are also encouraged to 
reach out to the UCF University Writing Center (https://uwc.cah.ucf.edu) as it offers resources and 
appointments to support students in strengthening their writing skills. Additionally, the UCF Library 
(https://library.ucf.edu/services/services-for-undergrads/) provides several resources to undergraduate 
students, including the opportunity to schedule a one-on-one appointment with the subject librarian. Last, 
students should check frequently the UCF Calendar for the semester (https://calendar.ucf.edu/2021/fall) for 
important deadlines and reminders. 
 
Office hours: Office hours are held online on Mondays from 10:00 to 12:00 PM via Zoom. Within that 
timeframe, the instructor will keep the Zoom meeting open for students to join. The link to access the Zoom 
meeting for office hours can be found in WebCourses, in the Announcement “Office Hours: Zoom Link.” 
If and when needed, students can contact the instructor by sending an email or a message via the inbox tool 
in WebCourses to schedule a convenient online meeting via Zoom if they are unable to join regular office 
hours. In that case, the instructor will email the Zoom link to join the scheduled appointment. 
 
Note: This syllabus might be subject to change throughout the semester. The instructor reserves the right 
to make changes at any moment during the semester if needed. Changes will always be promptly 
communicated. Please, make sure to check the announcements in WebCourses, your WebCourses inbox, 
and Knights email address.  
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• COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
During this course, students will study the structure and functioning of international organizations (IOs) 
while highlighting how their workings promote cooperation between states. The course is organized to 
allow students to contextualize the work of several IOs, including transnational and regional organizations, 
based on their focus areas.  
 
This course will provide an introduction to international organizations and the international regulations 
administering their establishment, functioning, and working. Students will also be exposed to foundational 
theories, including realism and institutionalism, and case studies, so they can acquire a deep understanding 
of the theories and practices of international organizations. 
 
During the semester, students will engage in in-class debates, presentations, and other learning exercises 
including a crisis simulation of the works of the United Nations Security Council (UNSC). The course aims 
to broaden the students’ knowledge from both a theoretical and practical perspective to stimulate their 
interest and critical skills. 
 
This course is suitable for students with a general background in international affairs, international law, and 
international relations. Students should have an interest in seeking to improve their understanding of world 
politics through the lens of institutions facilitating international cooperation. As students taking this class 
may be interested in pursuing a career within IOs, the course is conducted in part as a lecture and in part as 
a seminar, where students are actively involved in exercises and simulations. 
 
 
• STUDENTS LEARNING OUTCOMES 


 
At the end of the semester, students will be able to: 
• Have a good knowledge of what are IOs, the legal and theoretical framework behind their 


establishment, and their structure, functioning, and working 
• Have a good understanding of the main IOs, including the United Nations (UN), the North Atlantic 


Treaty Organization (NATO), the European Union (EU), the International Monetary Fund (IMF), the 
World Bank (WB), the United Nations Refugee Agency (UNHCR), the International Organization for 
Migration (IOM), the International Court of Justice (ICJ), the International Criminal Court (ICC), and 
additional IOs that will be discussed in class thanks to students’ presentations which will also help 
them strengthen their presentation skills 


• Have a hands-on experience over the functioning and working of IOs thanks to the participation in a 
crisis simulation of UNSC which will also help students developing their public speaking skills 


• Have a respectful approach while engaging in debates and have to defend their point of view, while 
developing effective study habits, research skills, and persuasive writing 


 
 
• COURSE REQUIREMENTS 


 
To be successful in this course students will: 
• Attend all class sessions 
• Complete the assigned readings before class 
• Contribute to class discussions constructively and consistently 
• Submit all assignments and participate in the in-class exercises 
• Promptly communicate with the instructor if and when needed 
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• Keep informed of current events by reading one or more of the resources listed in WebCourses 
Announcement “News Outlets” 


 
 
• COURSE MATERIAL & RESOURCES 


 
o Textbook 


 
Hurd, I. (2020). International Organizations: Politics, Law, Practice. Cambridge University Press. 
https://www.cambridge.org/us/academic/subjects/politics-international-relations/international-relations-
and-international-organisations/international-organizations-politics-law-practice-4th-edition?format=PB  
 
Students should get the 4th Edition of the book that was published in September 2020. This Edition contains 
an important chapter update that will be covered during the semester. 
 
The textbook, as well as Pease, K. K. S. (2018). International Organizations: Perspectives on Global 
Governance (6th Edition). Routledge. from where students will read Chapter 6 are both available to 
students at the UCF Library – Course Reserves, located at the John C. Hitt Library's Circulation Desk. 
Students are not required to buy Pease’s textbook. More information about Course Reserves can be found 
here: https://library.ucf.edu/find/course-materials/  
 
o Scholarly Articles 


 
In addition to readings from the textbook, the Course Schedule includes scholarly articles. For students’ 
convenience, the instructor provides the file of the scholarly article in WebCourses à Files à Scholarly 
Articles which are also available via the UCF Library and/or on Google Scholar.  
 
 
• GRADING FORMULA & SCALE 


 
Assignment Weight Due Date ✓ 
Academic Activity 0% 27 August 2021, 11:59 PM  
Presentation Paper 10% 24 September/1 October 2021, 11:59 PM  
In-class Presentation  5% 27 September/4 October 2021, 11:59 PM  
Position Paper 10% 8 November 2021, 11:59 PM  
Crisis Simulation 15% 22 November 2021, 11:59 PM  
Bi-weekly Quiz (6 total) 30% N/A   
Final Exam 20% 6 December 2021, 4:00-6:50 PM   
Class Participation 10% N/A  
Extra Credit 5% 8 December 2021, 11:59 PM  


 
Grades are rounded to the nearest integer (i.e., 89.4=89 and 89.6=90). 
 
The following grade scale is applicable in this class:  
 
• A: 100-94 
• A-: 93-90  
• B+: 89-87  
• B: 86-84 


• B-: 83-80  
• C+: 79-77  
• C: 76-74  
• C-: 73-70  


• D+: 69-67  
• D: 66-60  
• F: 59-0
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• ASSIGNMENTS 
 
o Presentation Paper (10%) & In-class Presentation (5%) 


 
For these assignments, students are required to submit a Presentation Paper on 24 September or 1 October 
2021 and participate in an In-class Presentation on 27 September or 4 October 2021. 


 
1. To begin with, students are required to select an international organization of their choice among those 


listed by the instructor in the WebCourses Discussion “In-class Presentation: List of IOs.” Students 
must post in the discussion what IO they chose, making sure to read what students have posted before 
as each student must pick an IO and cannot pick the same of another student. If two students picked 
the same IO, the instructor will randomly assign the second student to an IO available. The 
WebCourses Discussion opens on 30 August 2021 at 9:00 AM and closes on 1 September 2021 at 
11:59 PM. The instructor will post in the WebCourses Announcement “In-class Presentation: IOs 
Assignments” the IO assigned to each student on 2 September 2021 at 5:00 PM. 
 


2. For the Presentation Paper, students must submit a Word document via WebCourses of no less than 
700 and no more than 800 words total, excluding references. The paper should include the student's 
full name, the name of the IO they chose. The paper must be divided into sections, providing headings 
(and sub-headings when needed). In-text citations and references at the bottom of the paper are 
required. Fail to provide in-text citations and references results in 5 points penalty. Students can use 
the style of their choice (APA, Chicago, etc.). The information to complete the assignment can be 
found on the IO’s website which is provided by the instructor in the list of IOs to choose from.  
 
In the first section of the paper, students should discuss the motivation for their choice (about 100 
words). In the second section, students should discuss the contextual background that led to the 
establishment of the IO (about 300 words). In the third section, students should discuss the mandate 
and mission of the IO, relevant initiatives, programs, and documents that the IO has 
promoted/developed since its establishment (about 300 words). In the last section, students should 
discuss of what are the future challenges for the IO (about 100 words). 
 
The paper is worth 10% of the final grade. For each 10 words difference from the minimum and 
maximum word count of 700-800 words, 1 point is subtracted from the final grade (i.e., 680 words = 
-2 points, 850 words = -5 points). Students will find comments in WebCourses explaining their grades.  
 


3. In-class presentations will be held on 27 September and 4 October 2021. Half of the students will 
present on the first date and the other half on the second date. In the second week of class (30 August 
2021), students will be randomly assigned to present during one and the other date. Students are 
required to submit a paper in preparation for the in-class presentations on Friday before the assigned 
Monday for presenting. See due dates above. 
 
For the In-class Presentation, students are required to present what they discussed in their Presentation 
Paper assignment. Students have about 13-15 minutes for their presentation, and they are welcome to 
use a PowerPoint presentation, which however is not required.  
 
The presentation is worth 5% of the final grade. Students will find comments in WebCourses 
explaining their grades. 
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o Position Paper (10%) & Crisis Simulation (15%) 
 
For these assignments, students are required to submit a Position Paper on 8 November 2021 and participate 
in a Crisis Simulation on 22 November 2021. 
 


1. The assignments consist of a simulation of an emergency meeting of the United Nations Security 
Council (UNSC). Students will be assigned to represent one of the current 15 permanent and non-
permanent Member States of the UNSC.  
During the fourth week of class (13 September 2021), students will be randomly assigned to 
participate in the simulation on 22 November. During the same class, students will be also randomly 
assigned to representing one of the 15 current permanent or non-permanent Member States of the 
UNSC. Students will be provided with the general topic on which the simulation will be focusing. 
 


2. In preparation for the Crisis Simulation, students are required to write a Position Paper about the 
position of the country they are representing on the topic that will be covered during the simulation. 
The paper must be submitted in advance of the simulation day. See due dates above. 
 
For the Position Paper, students must submit a Word document via WebCourses of no less than 
700 and no more than 800 words total, excluding references. The paper should list the name of the 
Member States they are representing, the topic of the in-class simulation day. The paper must be 
divided into sections, providing headings (and sub-headings when needed). In-text citations and 
references at the bottom of the paper are required. Fail to provide in-text citations and references 
results in 5 points penalty. Students can use the style of their choice (APA, Chicago, etc.). The 
information to complete the assignment can be found on the IOs websites and online, especially in 
the sources listed in the WebCourses Announcement “News Outlets.” 
 
In the first section of the paper, students should summarize the topic (about 200 words). In the 
second section, students should discuss the position the country they are representing has on the 
topic (about 300 words) while including concrete actions the country has made (about 300 words).  
 
The paper is worth 15% of the final grade. For each 10 words difference from the minimum and 
maximum word count of 700-800 words, 1 point is subtracted from the final grade (i.e., 680 words 
= -2 points, 850 words = -5 points). Students will find comments in WebCourses explaining their 
grades.  
 


3. The in-class Crisis Simulation will simulate the work of the UNSC. Students representing the 
Member States will seat in a semi-circular setting and will be given a placard with the name of the 
country they are representing.  
 
The instructor will introduce students to the event for which the UNSC is called to reunite and the 
simulation will start. Students will be required to discuss the position of the Member State they are 
representing while attempting to negotiate a final resolution to be adopted by the UNSC. The 
instructor will serve as a moderator. More details about the rules of procedures during the 
simulation will be provided in class. 
 
The simulation is worth 15% of the final grade. Students will find comments in WebCourses 
explaining their grades.  
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o Bi-Weekly Quizzes (30%) 
 
Every other week, students are required to complete a multiple-choice quiz consisting of 5 questions. Each 
question is worth 1 point. Students have 20 minutes to complete the quiz. Each quiz will cover the materials 
of the present and previous week.  
 
Each of the 6 quizzes is worth 5% of the final grade. The correct answers of each quiz are made available 
as soon as it is submitted. Students should think about these quizzes to assess their knowledge of the class 
material in preparation for the other assignments and final exams. 
 
On Week 10, students will complete a quiz covering Week 10-only materials as two chapters and additional 
readings are required for that class. In the previous and following weeks, the quiz follows the regular bi-
weekly schedule. Please see the Class Schedule below for detailed information about quizzes deadlines. 
 
o Final Exam (20%) 


 
The Final Exam consists of two open questions about the materials covered throughout the semester. A list 
of potential topics will be provided in preparation for the assignment and will be available in the 
WebCourses Announcement “Final Exam: Potential Topics” 
 
Students will write no less than 900 and no more than 1100 words total, excluding references. The word 
count should be equally divided between the two answers which should range between 450 and 550 words 
each. In-text citations and references at the bottom of the exam sheet are required. Fail to provide in-text 
citations and references results in 5 points penalty. Students can use the style of their choice (APA, Chicago, 
etc.). 
 
The Final Exam is worth 20% of the final grade. For each 20 words difference from the minimum and 
maximum word count of 900-1100 words, 1 point is subtracted from the final grade (i.e., 880 words = -1 
point, 1140 words = -2 points).  
 
The exam will take place in person during the final examination period, according to the UCF Calendar, on 
6 December 2021 between 4:00 and 6:50 PM. 
 
o Class Participation (10%) 


 
As it is an in-person class, students are encouraged to be actively engaged during class. The instructor will 
facilitate the discussion and expects students to pose questions and participate in the discussion.  
 
The Class Participation is worth 10% of the final grade. 
 
o Extra Credit (5%) 


 
Students who are willing to ameliorate their grades are welcome to take the Extra Credit assignment. It will 
consist of a multiple-choice (4 questions) and open answer (1 question) quiz. It will cover materials from 
the textbook discussed throughout the semester. Students have 40 minutes to complete the assignment. 
 
The Extra Credit assignment is worth 5% of the final grade. The correct answers of the multiple-choice are 
made available as soon as it is submitted.  
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• WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
 
Week 1 • Monday, 23 August 2021 
 
Topic: Introduction to INR4502 + Introduction to International Organizations 
 
Readings: Textbook, Chapter 1 “Introduction to International Organizations” 
If you were not able to get the textbook on time for the first class, go to WebCourses à Files à Hurd - 
Chapter 1, to read the scanned copy of the first chapter 
 
Notes: During the first class there will be a round of introductions. Students are encouraged to read the 
Syllabus before coming to class as there will be the opportunity to discuss its content and ask questions to 
the instructor.  
 
Assignments: Academic Activity due 27 August 2021. 
 
 
Week 2 • Monday, 30 August 2021 
 
Topic: Theory and Methods  
 
Readings: Textbook, Chapter 2 “Theory, Methods, and International Organizations” 
 
Mearsheimer, J. J. (1994). The False Promise of International Institutions. International Security, 19(3), 5-
49. 
 
Keohane, R. O., & Nye, J. S. (1974). Transgovernmental relations and international organizations. World 
Pol., 27, 39. 
 
Notes: During this class, students will be randomly selected for the in-class presentations of 27 September/4 
October 2021. The bi-weekly assignment will only cover the materials of the class of 30 August 2021. 
 
Assignments: Bi-weekly Quiz 1 due on 3 September 2021. 
 
 
Week 3 • Monday, 6 September 2021 
 
Labor Day, no class. 
 
 
Week 4 • Monday, 13 September 2021 
 
Topic: The United Nations (UN) I 
 
Readings: Textbook, Chapter 3 “The United Nations I: Law and Administration” 
 
Schachter, O. (1994). United Nations Law. The American Journal of International Law, 88(1), 1-23. 
Notes: The bi-weekly assignment will only cover the materials of the class of 13 September 2021. 
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Week 5 • Monday, 20 September 2021 
 
Topic: The United Nations (UN) II 
 
Readings: Textbook, Chapter 4 “The United Nations II: International Peace and Security” 
 
Claude, I. L. (1996). Peace and security: Prospective roles for the two United Nations. Global 
Governance, 2(3), 289-298. 
 
Notes: During this class, students will be randomly selected for the crisis simulation of 22 November 2021. 
 
Assignments: Presentation Paper (for In-class Presentations on 27 September 2021) due on 24 September 
2021. Bi-weekly Quiz 2 is due on 24 September 2021. 
 
 
Week 6 • Monday, 27 September 2021 
 
Topic: The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) + In-class presentations I 
 
Readings: Sachs, J. D. (2012). From millennium development goals to sustainable development goals. The 
Lancet, 379(9832), 2206-2211.  
 
Le Blanc, D. (2015). Towards integration at last? The sustainable development goals as a network of 
targets. Sustainable Development, 23(3), 176-187. 
 
Hák, T., Janoušková, S., & Moldan, B. (2016). Sustainable Development Goals: A need for relevant 
indicators. Ecological indicators, 60, 565-573. 
 
Notes: After the first half of class dedicated to addressing the SDGs topic, students have about 13-15 
minutes to present the IO of their choice. The instructor will provide additional information if needed and 
will facilitate a Q&A session. 
 
Assignments: Presentation Paper (for In-class Presentations on 1 October 2021) due on 27 September 2021.  
 
 
Week 7 • Monday, 4 October 2021 
 
Topic: The role of IOs in the international sanctioning mechanism + In-class presentations II 
 
Readings: Klein, E. (1992). Sanctions by international organizations and economic communities. Archiv 
des Völkerrechts, 30(1), 101-113. 
 
Heupel, M. (2013). With power comes responsibility: Human rights protection in United Nations sanctions 
policy. European Journal of International Relations, 19(4), 773-796. 
 
Escribà-Folch, A. (2010). Economic sanctions and the duration of civil conflicts. Journal of Peace 
Research, 47(2), 129-141. 
 
Notes: Students have about 13-15 minutes to present the IO of their choice. The instructor will provide 
additional information if needed and will facilitate a Q&A session. 
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Assignments: Bi-weekly Quiz 3 is due on 8 October 2021. 
 
 
Week 8 • Monday, 11 October 2021 
 
Topic: The International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World Bank (WB) + Case Study: The Debt 
of Developing Countries 
 
Readings: Textbook, Chapter 6 “The International Monetary Fund and the World Bank” 
 
Solomon, R., Greenspan, A., Kareken, J. H., & Ohlin, G. (1977). A perspective on the debt of developing 
countries. Brookings Papers on Economic Activity, 1977(2), 479-510. 
 
Notes: The scholarly article includes a section discussing the debt calculus: students can skim that section 
and focus on the substance of the article 
 
 
Week 9 • Monday, 18 October 2021 
 
Topic: The United Nations Refugee Agency (UNHCR) and the International Organization for 
Migration (IOM) + Case Study: The Migration Crisis in the Mediterranean 
 
Readings: Textbook, Chapter 8 “Refugees and International Migration: UNHCR, the IOM, and the 1951 
Convention” 
 
Hammond, T. G. (2015). The Mediterranean migration crisis. Foreign Policy Journal, 19(5), 1-12. 
 
Notes: N/A 
 
Assignments: Bi-weekly Quiz 4 due on 22 October 2021.  
 
 
Week 10 • Monday, 25 October 2021 
 
Topic: The International Court of Justice (ICJ) and the International Criminal Court (ICC) + Case 
Study: The Responsibility to Protect (RtoP) 
 
Readings: Textbook, Chapter 9 “The International Court of Justice” & Chapter 10 “The International 
Criminal Court” 
 
United Nations General Assembly. (2009). The Responsibility to Protect (A/RES/63/308).  
 
Evans, G., & Sahnoun, M. (2002). The responsibility to protect. Foreign affairs, 99-110. 
 
Notes: If you want to learn more about the RtoP, the Global Centre for the Responsibility to Protect has 
several resources on their website: https://www.globalr2p.org  
 
Assignments: Bi-weekly Quiz 5 due on 29 October 2021; This quiz covers the readings of Week 10 only 
as two chapters from the book and additional readings were assigned.  
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Week 11 • Monday, 1 November 2021 
 
Topic: Regional Organizations + Case Study: The EU Response to the Arrest of Roman Protasevich 
in Belarus 
 
Readings: Textbook, Chapter 11 “The European Union and Regional Organizations” 


Euronews. (2021, June 4). Belarusian airlines banned from flying over EU or using its airports. Euronews. 
https://www.euronews.com/2021/06/04/brussels-bans-belarusian-airlines-from-flying-over-eu-s-airspace.  


Euronews. (2021, June 8). Belarus sanctions likely to be approved later this month, says EU. Euronews. 
https://www.euronews.com/2021/06/08/belarus-sanctions-likely-to-be-approved-later-this-month-says-
borrell.  


Ives, M. (2021, May 29). U.S. to Reimpose Sanctions on Belarus Over Forced Plane Landing. The New 
York Times. https://www.nytimes.com/2021/05/29/world/belarus-plane-
sanctions.html?searchResultPosition=1.  


Lister, T. (2021, May 24). Roman Protasevich: The young dissident who Belarus diverted a Ryanair flight 
to arrest. CNN. https://www.cnn.com/2021/05/24/europe/roman-protasevich-belarus-profile-cmd-
intl/index.html.  


Robertson, K. (2021, June 9). The head of the Committee to Protect Journalists offers a warning as he 
prepares to step down. The New York Times. https://www.nytimes.com/2021/06/09/business/media/the-
head-of-the-committee-to-protect-journalists-offers-a-warning-as-he-prepares-to-step-
down.html?searchResultPosition=2.  


Vigdor, N., & Nechepurenko, I. (2021, May 24). Who Is Roman Protasevich, the Captive Journalist in 
Belarus? The New York Times. https://www.nytimes.com/2021/05/23/world/europe/roman-
protasevich.html?searchResultPosition=1.  


Notes: Additional newspaper articles may be assigned as the situation about Roman Protasevich evolves; 
the instructor will communicate any additional articles to read two weeks before week 11’s class. You can 
access The New York Times articles via the UCF Library by using your UCF Federated Identity. If you 
want to learn more about the Committee to Protect Journalists, please visit: https://cpj.org/it/  
 
 
Week 12 • Monday, 8 November 2021 
 
Topic: The North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) + Case Study: The NATO Intervention in 
Kosovo 
 
Readings: Pease, K. K. S. (2018). International Organizations: Perspectives on Global Governance (6th 
Edition). Routledge. Chapter 6 - NATO 
As only one chapter of this textbook is used within this class, students are encouraged to plan for accessing 
it via the UCF Library’s Course Reserves. Please find more information here: 
https://library.ucf.edu/find/course-materials/. If you have issues accessing the book, please notify the 
instructor in advance to make an arrangement. 
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Larsen, H.B.L. (2019). NATO’s Democratic Retrenchment: Hegemony After the Return of History (1st 
Edition). Routledge. Part IV – Afghanistan.  
You can access this book online via the UCF Library Open Athens’ subscription here: 
https://go.openathens.net/redirector/ucf.edu?url=https://doi.org/10.4324/9780429505362  
 
Wheeler, N. J. (2000). Reflections on the Legality and Legitimacy of NATO's intervention in Kosovo. The 
International Journal of Human Rights, 4(3-4), 144-163. 
 
Notes: N/A 
 
Assignments: The Position Paper for the Crisis Simulation on 22 November 2021 is due on 8 November 
2021. Bi-weekly Quiz 6 is due on 12 November 2021. 
 
 
Week 13 • Monday, 15 November 2021 
 
Topic: International Organizations in Action: The World Health Organization (WHO) and the 
COVID-19 Pandemic 
 
Readings: Cueto, M., Brown, T. M., & Fee E. (2019). The World Health Organization: A History (pp. 1-
9, 34-61, 320-340). Cambridge, United Kingdom: Cambridge University Press. Available at: https://ucf-
flvc.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/fulldisplay?context=PC&vid=01FALSC_UCF:UCF&search_sco
pe=MyInst_and_CI&tab=Everything&docid=cdi_proquest_ebookcentral_EBC5879512  
 
Belligoni, S. (2021). Managing Global Infectious Disease Outbreaks. In World Health Organization 
Background Guide (pp. 24–33). National Model United Nations. Available at: 
https://www.nmun.org/assets/documents/conference-archives/new-york/2021/ny21-bgg-who.pdf  
 
Notes: When preparing for class, make sure to only read the pages assigned of each of the above readings 
as they are not intended to be read entirely. 
 
 
Week 14 • Monday, 22 November 2021 
 
Topic: Crisis Simulation 
 
Readings: N/A 
 
Notes: Students will engage in the crisis simulation. The instructor will serve as a moderator and facilitator. 
 
 
Week 15 • Monday, 29 November 2021 
 
Topic: This class will serve to prepare students for the final paper assignment, wrap up the semester, 
and leave time for Q&A 
 
Readings: Please review your class notes, textbook, and scholarly articles to engage in the discussion about 
the final paper assignment. 
 
Notes: Students are encouraged to come to class with questions about the final paper and/or topics they 
want to review in preparation for that. 







 12 


Assignments: Final Exam on 6 December 2021. Extra Credit Quiz due on 8 December 2021. 
 
 
• IMPORTANT NOTES 


 
o Late submissions of assignments are not accepted (for exceptions see qualified absences below). All 


deadlines are announced far in advance (including in this syllabus). Please plan your schedule 
accordingly. 


o All assignments must be submitted as a Word document electronically via WebCourses. 
o When submitting an assignment via WebCourses, make sure to include your full name on top of the 


first page; also, do not forget to write your full name on the final exam sheet. 
o All work submitted in this course must be original work products. Recycling or reusing papers 


prepared for other courses, in whole or part, is not permitted.  
o Students are encouraged to turn off their mobile phones before the beginning of class. Laptops may 


be used for notetaking only.  
o Classes will start promptly as scheduled. If arriving late, please enter as discreetly as possible. Students 


who do so are marked as Late in WebCourses which may result in a lower attendance and participation 
grade. Please do not leave until class is dismissed. 


o The scholarly articles assigned for class are suggested to be read in the order in which they are listed 
in the weekly schedule. 


 
 
• ABSENCES & LATE PAPERS 


 
Absences from class that qualify to be excused with written documentation include illness, serious family 
emergencies, special curricular requirements (e.g., judging trips, field trips, professional conferences), or 
University-sponsored activities such as music performances, athletic competition, or debate. Please contact 
me if you are unsure whether something counts as such. For more information on authorized University 
events, see the UCF policy. Make-up assignments can be given in case of qualified absences with 
documentation.  
 
 
• MAKE-UP ASSIGNMENTS FOR AUTHORIZED UNIVERSITY EVENTS OR CO-


CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 
 


Students who represent the university in an authorized event or activity (for example, student-athletes) and 
who are unable to meet a course deadline due to a conflict with that event must provide the instructor with 
documentation in advance to arrange a make-up. No penalty will be applied. For more information, see the 
UCF policy at https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-401.pdf. 
 
 
• CLASS DISCUSSION POLICY 


 
This class is a forum for personal growth, curious discussion, and lively intellectual debate. The spirit of 
discussion must remain open, honest, and respectful even when we disagree. We will always be polite with 
each other and recognize that even those with whom we disagree have something to contribute to the 
conversation. 
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• EMAIL POLICY 
 
The typical work hours of the instructor are Monday through Friday, 9 AM – 5 PM. During these regular 
workdays, the instructor will respond to emails and messages sent via WebCourses within 24 hours but 
typically does not respond after 5 PM or on weekends. To facilitate conducting business via WebCourses, 
please be sure to write your messages professionally and include all relevant information. 
 
 
• ACADEMIC INTEGRITY, PLAGIARISM & CHEATING 


 
According to Section 1, “Academic Misconduct,” students are prohibited from engaging in:  
o Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information or study aids, 


in any academic exercise unless specifically authorized by the instructor of record. The unauthorized 
possession of examination or course-related material also constitutes cheating.  


o Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral means: The presentation of 
material that has not been studied or learned, but rather was obtained through someone else’s efforts 
and used as part of an examination, course assignment, or project.  


o Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to another person, student, and/or 
uploading course material to a third-party vendor without authorization or the express written 
permission of the university and the instructor. Course materials include but are not limited to class 
notes, Instructor’s PowerPoints, course syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, instruction sheets, homework, 
study guides, handouts, etc.  


o Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s academic work.  
o Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the source, thereby 


attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s own.  
o Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than once without the 


express written permission of the instructor.  
o Helping another violate academic behavior standards. Students should also familiarize themselves 


with the procedures for academic misconduct in UCF’s student handbook, The Golden Rule. UCF 
instructors have a responsibility for students’ education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to 
prevent unethical behavior and when necessary respond to academic misconduct. Penalties can include 
a failing grade in an assignment or the course, suspension or expulsion from the university, and/or a 
“Z Designation” on a student’s official transcript indicating academic dishonesty, where the final 
grade for this course will be preceded by the letter Z. 


 
 
• TITLE IX - NO DISCRIMINATION POLICY 


 
Title IX is a federal law that prohibits discrimination based on the sex (gender) of Employees and students 
of educational institutions that receive federal financial assistance. Title IX’s prohibition of sex 
discrimination includes the prohibition of sexual harassment and sexual violence. UCF does not tolerate 
sex discrimination, sexual harassment, or sexual violence of any kind. This prohibition is further explained 
in the University’s Prohibition of Discrimination, Harassment, and Related Interpersonal Violence. Any 
student, faculty, or staff member with questions or concerns about the applicable University policies or who 
believes that he or she has been the victim of sex discrimination, sexual harassment, or sexual violence is 
encouraged to contact the. University’s Title IX Coordinator and visit the Let’s Be Clear website. 
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• RELIGIOUS OBSERVANCES 
 
Students must notify the instructor in advance if they intend to miss class for religious observance. 
 
 
• DEPLOYED ACTIVE-DUTY MILITARY STUDENTS 


 
Students who are deployed active-duty military and/or National Guard personnel and require 
accommodation should contact their instructors as soon as possible after the semester begins and/or after 
they receive notification of deployment to make related arrangements. 
 
 
• COURSE ACCESSIBILITY STATEMENT 


 
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all persons with 
disabilities. Students with disabilities who need disability-related access in this course should contact the 
instructor as soon as possible. Students should also connect with Student Accessibility Services (SAS) at 
http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/ (Ferrell Commons 185, sas@ucf.edu, phone 407-823-2371). Through Student 
Accessibility Services, a Course Accessibility Letter may be created and sent to professors, which informs 
instructors of potential access and accommodations that might be reasonable. Determining reasonable 
access and accommodations requires consideration of the course design, course learning objectives, and the 
individual academic and course barriers experienced by the student. 
 
 
• IN-CLASS RECORDING 


 
A state university student may, without prior notice, audio or video record a class lecture in which the 
student is enrolled for the following purposes: 
o personal educational use of the student; 
o in connection with a complaint to the university where the recording is made; or 
o as evidence in, or in preparation for, a criminal or civil proceeding. 


A class lecture recording may not be published without the consent of the instructor, except it may be shared 
with university officials or state and federal government officials in connection with a complaint to or 
against the university or used as evidence in a criminal or civil proceeding.  Violation of this provision may 
subject the student to disciplinary action by the university and/or to a legal action by a person injured by 
the publication. 
A class lecture is defined as a formal or methodical oral presentation as part of a university course intended 
to present information or teach enrolled students about a particular subject. A class lecture will occur most 
often in a course identified by the university as a lecture type course, whether online or in-person, as 
opposed to a lab course or a course section identified as a discussion section. Class lecture does not include 
lab sessions, student presentations (whether individually or as part of a group), class discussion (except 
when incidental to and incorporated within a class lecture), clinical presentations such as patient history, 
academic exercises involving student participation, test or examination administrations, field trips, and 
private conversations between students in the class or between a student and the instructor. 
To publish means to share, transmit, circulate, distribute or otherwise provide access to the recording, 
regardless of format or medium, to another person, or persons, including but not limited to another student 
in the class.  Additionally, a recording, or transcript of the recording, is published if it is posted on or 
uploaded to, in whole or in part, any media platform, including but not limited social media, book, 
magazine, newspaper, leaflet, picket signs, or any mode of print. 
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• CAMPUS SAFETY 
 


Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise during class, everyone needs to work together. 
Students should be aware of their surroundings and familiar with some basic safety and security concepts. 
o In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance. 
o Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall near the door. Students 


should make a note of the guide’s physical location and review the online version at 
http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html. 


o Students should know the evacuation routes from each of their classrooms and have a plan for finding 
safety in case of an emergency. 


o If there is a medical emergency during class, students may need to access a first-aid kit or AED 
(Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those are located, see 
https://ehs.ucf.edu/automated-external-defibrillator-aed-locations. 


o To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text alerts by going 
to https://my.ucf.edu and logging in. Click on “Student Self Service” located on the left side of the 
screen in the toolbar, scroll down to the blue “Personal Information” heading on the Student Center 
screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the information, including e-mail address, cell phone number, 
and cell phone provider, click “Apply” to save the changes, and then click “OK.” 


o Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their instructors outside 
of class. 


o To learn about how to manage an active-shooter situation on campus or elsewhere, consider viewing 
this video (https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk). 


 
 
• COVID-19 PANDEMIC 


 
Make sure to check frequently the UCF page dedicated to the COVID-19 pandemic, as it is an evolving 
situation. On the dedicated page, you can find information and updates about University’s policies, testing, 
and vaccination resources. The website is available here: https://www.ucf.edu/coronavirus/.  
UCF expects that all members of our campus community who are able to do so get vaccinated, and we 
expect all members of our campus community to wear masks indoors, in line with the latest CDC 
guidelines. Masks are required in approved clinical or health care settings. 
Students who believe they may have been exposed to COVID-19 or who test positive must contact UCF 
Student Health Services (407-823-2509) so proper contact tracing procedures can take place. Students 
should not come to campus if they are ill, are experiencing any symptoms of COVID-19 or have tested 
positive for COVID-19. 
Students should contact the instructor as soon as possible if they miss class for any illness to discuss 
reasonable adjustments that might need to be made. When possible, students should contact the instructor 
before missing class. 
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Teaching Assist.: Maren Mainx 
 


Office Hours: Online: Tuesdays: 1:30 pm – 3:00 
pm, Thursdays: 1:30 pm – 3:00 pm, and by 
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UCF Catalogue Description: Politics of the European Union: PR: ENC 1102 or POS 2041 
or C.I. Evolution of the European Union, theories of the EU and EU institutions and policies 
from a comparative perspective.  
 
Course Goals/Objectives: Develop a knowledge base for understanding the sophisticated 
and complex issues of the EU; improve critical and analytical thinking; promote research and 
writing skills.  
 
 
Detailed Section-specific Description of the Course: Topics include history and treaties of 
the EU, institutions and policy-making in the EU, policies such as agricultural and 
environmental policy, the economic and monetary union, foreign policy and the recent 
financial crises. Part I begins with identifying international and historical factors that played 
role in the evolution of European integration; Part II covers the institutional aspects and the 
policy and decision-making process in the EU; Part III proceeds with the discussion of 
specific EU policies; and Part IV addresses EU’s external relations, foreign policy and EU-
US relations.  


Credits: 3 
Class Hours: 3 
Lab and Field Work Hours: 0 
Contact Hours: 3 
 


 
Required Text: There is a required book for the course which can be purchased in the 
university book store. 
 
John McCormick and Jonathan Olsen. 2013. The European Union: Politics and Policies, 5th 
ed. Boulder, CO: Westview (latest edition is also acceptable).  
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Course Web Page: All lecture Power Point slides, including pictures, graphs, videos, and 
web links, as well as supplementary materials, will be made available on the course web page 
at Webcourses@UCF.   
 
The EU’s official website below is a useful link for this course, and can be utilized 
throughout the semester. 
 
http://europa.eu/index_en.htm 
 
 
 
Course Outline  
 
 
 
Module I  ORIGINS AND HISTORICAL EVOLUTION OF THE EU 


 
August 23-


27  


 
Introduction and General Discussion 
 


  
August 27 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


August 30-
Sept. 3 


 


  
Webcourse Assignment (Due August 27, Friday) 
 
Important: First Assignment Due date: 
 
Students must document academic activity in the Webcourse in the first 
week of classes. Complete the assignment created in the webcourse by 
the deadline below: 
 
Deadline: Friday, August 27th  
 
 
 
The Background of the EU and International Context  
Reading: 
McCormick, Introduction and chapter 1  
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Sept. 7-17 
 
 
 
 
 
 


Sept. 20-24 
 


   
 


Sept. 20 
 
 
 


Sept. 27-
Oct. 1 


 
 
 
 
 
 


Europe and the Postwar World: The Road from Paris  
Reading: 
McCormick, chapter 2 
 
 
 
 
To the Single Market and Beyond 
Reading: 
McCormick, chapter 3 
 
Important Date: September 20 -- Country assignments for papers 
due! It will be distributed by the GTA. 
 
 
Consolidation and Financial Crisis: Maastricht, Lisbon, and the 
Eurozone 
Reading: 
McCormick, chapter 4 
 


    
 
 


Part II INSTITUTIONS AND POLICY PROCESS OF THE EU 
 
 
 


Oct 4-8  
  
 
 


Oct 11-15  
 
 
 


Oct. 11 
 
 


Oct 18-22 
 


  
 
 
The European Commission 
Reading: 
McCormick, chapter 5 
 
The Council of the European Union 
Reading: 
McCormick, chapter 6 
 
Paper proposals are due! 
 
 
The European Parliament 
Reading: 
McCormick, chapter 7 
 







 
 


 


CPO 4101 Politics of the EU, page 4 of 11 
 


 


October 
25-29 


The European Court of Justice, European Council and Other 
Institutions 
Reading: 
McCormick, chapter 8, 9,10 


   
 
 


  
 


   
   


Module III POLICIES 
 
 
 


 
 


Nov. 1-5  
 
 
 
 


Nov. 8-12 
 
 
 
 
 


Nov 15-19 
 
 
 


     Nov 29-
Dec. 3 


 Economic and Monetary Policy  
Reading: 
McCormick, chapter 12 
 
 
Cohesion and Social Policy 
Reading: 
McCormick, chapter 13 
 
 
 
Agricultural and Environmental Policy 
Reading: 
McCormick, chapter 14 
 
Foreign and Security Policy and EU’s Relations with its Neighbors 
Reading: 
McCormick, chapter 15, 16 
 
 
Final Exam: TBA 
 
Due Date for the Papers: Dec 3 (Online Turnitin) 
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Course Requirements & Methods of Evaluation 
 
The course is structured around the lectures. There will be interactive debates and 
discussions. Students are expected to participate in discussions. 
 
 


Course Calendar   


Date Details  


Fri Aug 27, 2021  Webcourse Assignment due by 11:59pm 
 


 
Oct. 18-25, 2021 
 
Oct. 11, 2021  


 
 
Midterm Exam 
 
Paper Proposals are due 


 
 
 
   


 


 
Final Exam 


  
TBA 


  
 


 
Dec 3, 2021 
  


   
 
 
Paper due by 11:59pm 


 


 
 


Course Requirements & Methods of Evaluation 
 
The course is structured around the lectures. There will be interactive debates and 
discussions. Students are expected to participate in discussions. 
 
18% - Participation and group discussions in chat. 
 
20%-Video Assignments and reflection essays. 
 
20% - Midterm Exam. Essay questions on readings and lectures. 
 
20% - Final Exam. Essay questions on readings and lectures.  
 
20% - Paper. Due Dec. 6 (upload papers in the webcourse).   
 
2%-Paper proposal.  
 
Late Paper Policy: Late papers are not acceptable.  
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Make-up Exam Policy: Make-ups for exams will be given only for documented 
circumstances of illness or official college activities. Under such circumstances you are 
required to notify me in 24 hours after missing the exam. 
 
Letter/Grade Equivalencies: 
 


93% - 100%                A 
90% - 92.99%             A - 
87% - 89.99%             B + 
83% - 86.99%             B  
80% - 82.99%             B -  
77% - 79.99%             C + 
73% - 76.99%             C 
70% - 72.99%             C - 
60% - 69.99%             D 
Below 60%                 F 


 
 
Curve Policy: No curve. 
 
Method of Grade Reporting: Webcourses@UCF. 
 
 
Paper Rules and Guidelines 
 
You will each write an 8 page (double-spaced) research paper on the question below. Cover 
page is not included in this but the bibliography is included. The papers are due on December 
3rd. Please do not send papers to me (teacher) via email. They have to be uploaded in the 
Webcourse in the turnitin by the mentioned deadline (Dec 3 at 11:59 pm).  
 
Focus on the following topic: 


 
Analyze a member or candidate country’s relations with the EU in terms of a specific EU 
policy. More information about the paper and country selections will be provided. 


 
Country Assignments:  
 
You will be assigned a country by the teacher by September 20th. If you miss this date, 
contact the teaching assistant as soon as possible, otherwise you will miss the track of paper 
plans and guidelines.  
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Rules 


 
 Expected length is 8 pages (cover page is not included; bibliography is included). 
 Use Microsoft Word. 
 Use double spacing, standard margins, and 12-point New Times Roman  
 Use the citation style of the American Political Science Review or Chicago style. This 


means reference your sources in the text in parenthetical format: “(last name(s) year: page 
number(s)”. For example, (Horowitz 2000, 8–9).” when referring to particular pages. Note 
how the period at the end of the sentence appears AFTER the ending parenthesis.  


 With parenthetical format, use footnotes only if you have something to say that does not fit 
well with the flow of your paper. Use footnotes, not endnotes. 


 You should cite the source every time you use someone else’s arguments, research, or 
quotations (otherwise you are plagiarizing). However, avoid long quotations. Instead try to 
express quotes in your own sentences, still citing them. 


 Number your pages.  
 Align text left. 
 Divide your papers into sections, including introduction, conclusion and bibliography. You 


should have subsections in the body. 
 Grammar and spelling should be correct. 


 
 


 
Sources:  
 
You should use multiple sources for the paper, including a combination of the following: 
 


 Books (2) and journal articles (3) (books and articles total 5 sources): Conduct 
research in the relevant databases.   


 Web-site sources (internet):  You can use internet sources in addition to the books and 
journal articles. Please do not use Wikipedia as a web source since they can be 
unreliable. Web sources should be from reliable international organizations such as 
the UN, European Council, Amnesty International, World Bank, and others.  


 Country sources: You can also use country-based resources in addition to books and 
articles. These include official web-sites of countries, governments, organizations, 
political parties, think tanks, universities, etc. Be sure to refer to specific reports and 
studies as your sources. 


 
 
University Writing Center 


 
University Writing Center 
Colbourn 105 
Satellite Locations: Main Library, Rosen Library & Online 
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407-823-2197 
http://uwc.ucf.edu/ 


 
The University Writing Center (UWC) offers writing support to UCF students from first-year 
to graduate in every discipline. Trained peer consultants provide help at every stage of the 
writing process, including understanding assignments, researching, drafting, revising, 
incorporating sources, and learning to proofread and edit. The UWC’s purpose is not merely 
to fix papers or to make better writers, but to teach writers strategies to navigate complex 
situations for writing, both in and outside the University. Consultations are available for 
individuals and small groups. To make the best use of the UWC, visit far enough before your 
due date to allow yourself time to revise after your consultation, browse the writing resources 
on our website, and arrange a regular weekly appointment if you’d like long-term help. You 
may schedule a 45-minute appointment by phone or by using the TutorTrac scheduler on our 
website; walk-in consultations are also available. In addition, the UWC seeks graduate and 
undergraduate tutors from all majors; contact the UWC to learn more about peer writing 
consulting and ENC 4275/5276: Theory & Practice of Tutoring Writing, our three-credit 
tutor-education course. 
 


Campus Resources: You should be aware that help is available if you are struggling with 
this course! First see me, your instructor: I want you to understand the material and would be 
most pleased to help if you are having trouble. Other resources include the Student Academic 
Resource Center (SARC), for supplemental instruction and academic tutoring, and the 
University Writing Center. 


 


UCF Official Syllabus Addendum 


This section contains course policies that are standardized across all UCF courses and are 
supplemental to all UCF course syllabi.  


Embrace Diversity. The University of Central Florida recognizes that our individual 
differences can deepen our understanding of one another and the world around us, rather 
than divide us. In this class, people of all ethnicities, genders and gender identities, 
religions, ages, sexual orientations, disabilities, socioeconomic backgrounds, regions, and 
nationalities are strongly encouraged to share their rich array of perspectives and 
experiences. If you feel your differences may in some way isolate you from UCF's 
community or if you have a need of any specific accommodations, please speak with the 
instructor early in the semester about your concerns and what we can do together to help 
you become an active and engaged member of our class and community. 


Academic Integrity. The Center for Academic Integrity (CAI) defines academic integrity as 
a commitment, even in the face of adversity, to five fundamental values: honesty, trust, 
fairness, respect, and responsibility. From these values flow principles of behavior that enable 
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academic communities to translate ideals into action. 
http://www.academicintegrity.org/icai/assets/FVProject.pdf (Links to an external site.) 


UCF Creed: Integrity, scholarship, community, creativity, and excellence are the core values 
that guide our conduct, performance, and decisions. 


1. Integrity: I will practice and defend academic and personal honesty. 
2. Scholarship: I will cherish and honor learning as a fundamental purpose of my 


membership in the UCF community. 
3. Community: I will promote an open and supportive campus environment by 


respecting the rights and contributions of every individual. 
4. Creativity: I will use my talents to enrich the human experience. 
5. Excellence: I will strive toward the highest standards of performance in any endeavor 


I undertake. 


The following definitions of plagiarism and misuse of sources comes from the Council of 
Writing Program Administrators <http://wpacouncil.org/node/9 (Links to an external site.)+> 
and has been adopted by UCF’s Department of Writing & Rhetoric. 


Plagiarism 


In an instructional setting, plagiarism occurs when a writer deliberately uses someone else’s 
language, ideas, or other original (not common-knowledge) material without acknowledging 
its source. This definition applies to texts published in print or on-line, to manuscripts, and to 
the work of other student writers.  


Misuse of Sources 


A student who attempts (even if clumsily) to identify and credit his or her source, but who 
misuses a specific citation format or incorrectly uses quotation marks or other forms of 
identifying material taken from other sources, has not plagiarized. Instead, such a student 
should be considered to have failed to cite and document sources appropriately.  


Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating 


UCF faculty members have a responsibility for your education and the value of a UCF 
degree, and so seek to prevent unethical behavior and when necessary respond to 
infringements of academic integrity. Penalties can include a failing grade in an assignment or 
in the course, suspension or expulsion from the university, and/or a "Z Designation" on a 
student's official transcript indicating academic dishonesty, where the final grade for this 
course will be preceded by the letter Z. For more information about the Z Designation, see 
http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgradeLinks to an external site.. 


For more information about UCF's Rules of Conduct, see http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/Links 
to an external site..  
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Unauthorized Use of Class Materials 


There are many fraudulent websites claiming to offer study aids to students but are actually 
cheat sites. They encourage students to upload course materials, such as test questions, 
individual assignments, and examples of graded material. Such materials are the intellectual 
property of instructors, the university, or publishers and may not be distributed without prior 
authorization. Students who engage in such activity are in violation of academic conduct 
standards and may face penalties.  


Unauthorized Use of Class Notes 


Faculty have reported errors in class notes being sold by third parties, and the errors may be 
contributing to higher failure rates in some classes. The following is a statement appropriate 
for distribution to your classes or for inclusion on your syllabus: 


Third parties may be selling class notes from this class without my authorization. Please be 
aware that such class materials may contain errors, which could affect your performance or 
grade. Use these materials at your own risk.  


In-Class Recording. Students may, without prior notice, record video or audio of a class 
lecture for a class in which the student is enrolled for their own personal educational use. A 
class lecture is defined as a formal or methodical oral presentation as part of a university 
course intended to present information or teach enrolled students about a particular subject. 
Recording class activities other than class lectures, including but not limited to lab sessions, 
student presentations (whether individually or part of a group), class discussion (except when 
incidental to and incorporated within a class lecture), clinical presentations such as patient 
history, academic exercises involving student participation, test or examination 
administrations, field trips, private conversations between students in the class or between a 
student and the faculty member, and invited guest speakers is prohibited. Recordings may not 
be used as a substitute for class participation and class attendance, and may not be published 
or shared without the written consent of the faculty member. Failure to adhere to these 
requirements may constitute a violation of the University’s Student Code of Conduct as 
described in the Golden Rule. 


Course Accessibility Statement. The University of Central Florida is committed to 
providing access and inclusion for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in 
alternate formats upon request. Students with disabilities who need specific access in this 
course, such as accommodations, should contact the professor as soon as possible to discuss 
various access options. Students should also connect with Student Accessibility 
ServicesLinks to an external site. (Ferrell Commons, 7F, Room 185, sas@ucf.edu, phone 
(407) 823-2371). Through Student Accessibility Services, a Course Accessibility Letter may 
be created and sent to professors, which informs faculty of potential access and 
accommodations that might be reasonable. 
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Campus Safety Statement. Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise in our 
class, we will all need to work together. Everyone should be aware of the surroundings and 
familiar with some basic safety and security concepts. 


 In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance. 
 Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall near 


the door. Please make a note of the guide’s physical location and consider reviewing 
the online version at http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.htmlLinks to an 
external site..  


 Familiarize yourself with evacuation routes from each of your classrooms and have a 
plan for finding safety in case of an emergency. (Insert class-specific details if 
appropriate) 


 If there is a medical emergency during class, we may need to access a first aid kit or 
AED (Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those items are located in 
this building, see http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/workplacesafety.htmlLinks to an external 
site. (click on link from menu on left).  (insert class specific information if 
appropriate) 


 To stay informed about emergency situations, sign up to receive UCF text alerts by 
going to my.ucf.eduLinks to an external site. and logging in.  Click on “Student Self 
Service” located on the left side of the screen in the tool bar, scroll down to the blue 
“Personal Information” heading on your Student Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, 
fill out the information, including your e-mail address, cell phone number, and cell 
phone provider, click “Apply” to save the changes, and then click “OK.” 


 If you have a special need related to emergency situations, please speak with me 
during office hours. 


 Consider viewing this video (You CAN Survive an Active Shooter (Links to an 


external site.) ) about how to manage an active shooter situation 
on campus or elsewhere. 


Deployed Active Duty Military Students. If you are a deployed active duty military student 
and feel that you may need a special accommodation due to that unique status, please contact 
your instructor to discuss your circumstances. 


 
 








INR 6108: Seminar in American Foreign Policy 


*Course is Online Only* 


University Course Catalog Description. Domestic and international factors influencing the 
development of selected foreign policy issues..  


Course Overview. To understand American foreign policy, its behaviors in world politics and the 
motivations behind these behaviors. 


Learning Outcomes. Achieve an accurate and in-depth understanding of American foreign 
policy, including the diversity of views seeking to explain it and the comparative historical 
veracities of these views. Students will be able to think originally, logically, and knowledgeably 
about U.S. foreign policy and its role in the world, and have the skills to research and write 
about it. Students will develop their on line presentation skills. 


Credits: 3  
Class Hours: 3  
Lab and Field Work Hours: 0  
Contact Hours: 3 


Class Meets: Online Course. 


Instructor: Dr. Michael Mousseau. Learn How I Travel Through Time and Space!  


Office Hours: Office hours are on line and open-ended. Appointments available on Zoom upon 
request. 


Communications: Email me at Michael.Mousseau@ucf.edu. I normally respond within 24 
hours. Please communicate from your UCF knights email account. For any questions that are 
relevant for the whole class, I encourage using the Course Discussion Page. 


Books Recommended to Purchase or Rent (most chapters are assigned): 


• Colin D. Moore. American Imperialism and the State, 1893–1921. Cambridge University 
Press, 2017. 


• Ed Conway. The Summit Bretton Woods 1944: J. M. Keynes and the Reshaping of the 
Global Economy. Pegasus Books. 2015. 


• Rachel Bronson. Thicker Than Oil: America's Uneasy Partnership with Saudi Arabia. 
Oxford University Press, 2008. 


• Stephen M. Walt. The Hell of Good Intentions: America's Foreign Policy Elite and the 
Decline of U.S. Primacy. Farrar, Straus, and Giroux, 2018. 



https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1389728/pages/let-me-introduce-myself

mailto:Michael.Mousseau@ucf.edu

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1389728/discussion_topics/6510799





Supplemental Texts (only a chapter or three are assigned):  


• Stephen Kinzer, Overthrow: America's Century of Regime Change from Hawaii to Iraq. 
Times Books, 2006. 


• George F. Kennan. American Diplomacy. Sixtieth-Anniversary Expanded Edition. 
University of Chicago Press, 2012. 


• Dean Acheson, Present at the Creation: A Life in the Cold War. Oxford University Press, 
2009.   


• John J. Mearsheimer, The Tragedy of Great Power Politics. W. W. Norton, 2001. 
• Daniel Yergin, The Prize: The Epic Quest for Oil, Money, and Power. Free Press, 2008. 
• James M. McCormick, The Domestic Sources of American Foreign Policy: Insights and 


Evidence 6th Edition. Rowan and Littlefield, 2012. 


Academic Activity Quiz to be completed by the first Friday of the semester before 11:59pm 


 


Evaluation 


• 9 Short Essays (one for each module), 45% 
• Participation, 27% 
• Course Paper, 22% 
• Book Review, 6% 


Module Essays 


Each module will open with one or more prompt questions. After you have read the materials, 
write two short essays seeking to answer two or more of the prompts. The maximum size of 
each essay is 500 words. 


Submit your two essays to your peers on the Module chat no later than 11:59pm on the Sunday 
before the module discussion is due. Your peers then have a chance to offer constructive 
criticisms, ask questions, etc., until the chat closes 48 hours later on Tuesday at 11:59pm. Your 
task then is to select what appears to be the stronger essay and revise it for submission 72 
hours later on Friday at 11:59pm. During this time you are expected to substantially revise your 
essay drawing heavily on your peers' feedback. For each module, you cannot see other 
students' submissions until you have submitted your first essay. For your second essay you 
should be careful not to duplicate other submissions. 


Modules open at least one week prior to the participation due date. Thus, for each module: 


• Opens in a Wednesday 
• The two essays are due the following Sunday at 11:59pm 







• From Monday to Tuesday at 11:59pm everyone has 48 hours to contribute constructive 
criticisms of the essays 


• One Friday at 11:59pm the student submits the module essay 


Participation 


For each module students make a minimum of five constructive criticisms of their peers' essays 
(or in the last week of the seminar, their peers’ paper presentations). Try to spread your 
feedback around two or more of your peers. 


Your grade is assessed according to originality and quality of participation, with consideration 
also of quantity and timeliness. Good feedback is clear, persuasive, helpful, and demonstrates a 
firm grasp of the material.  


Students can begin participating as soon as they have access to the submitted essays. Essays 
are due on Sundays and modules close on Tuesdays, so the most reliable period to participate is 
the 48 hours between Sunday at 11:59pm and Tuesday at 11:59 pm. 


Course Paper 


Why Does the U.S. Act as it Does? Develop what you think and support it with additional 
research. What you think may be one of the arguments discussed in class, or an argument in 
the literature not discussed in class. Do not develop your own theory of U.S. foreign policy. 
Make your thesis convincing by addressing counter-arguments in the literature covered in class. 
If a theoretically-driven paper is new to you, the articles in the journal International Security in 
module 9 can serve as model styles (though please use the parenthetical citation style). Paper 
should be revised after feed back from peers in the last week of seminar. Expected length: 
2,500 to 5,000 words.  


Book Review  


Select a book on U.S. foreign policy published in the last five years that is not a textbook. Write 
a book review no longer than 1000 words. Book reviews summarize the content of a book while 
critiquing it. Reviews can be negative, positive, or a little of both. Examples can be found in any 
disciplinary political science journal.  


Paper Presentation 


Present a 3-5 minute video of your paper to your peers. Narrate a Powerpoint and convert it to 
video. See technical instructions for the conversion here (Links to an external site.). 



https://goo.gl/PC6Sbp





Course Policies 


Late Paper Policy: 1% drop in grade for every hour late. If for some technical reason you find 
that you cannot submit, you can keep a record of your time of completion by (in Word) going to 
"file" and then "info". Take a picture of the time of the last modification of your document, and 
I can use that as your submission time 


Make-up Policy: Since this is an online course and anything can be submitted before the due 
dates, late submissions are not allowed except with extremely unusual circumstances. 


Letter/Grade Equivalencies: 


94 
90 
87 
84 
80 
77 
74 
70 
67 
64 
61 
   0 


- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 


100 
94 
90 
87 
84 
80 
77 
74 
70 
67 
64 
61 


A 
A- 
B+ 
B 
B- 
C+ 
C 
C- 
D+ 
D 
D- 
F 


Curve Policy: There is no curve. 


Method of Grade Reporting: Webcourses@UCF. 


Final exam date: No Final Exam. 


Campus Resources: You should be aware that help is available if you are struggling with this 
course! First see me, your instructor: I want you to understand the material and would be most 
pleased to help if you are having trouble. Other resources include the Student Academic 
Resource Center (SARC), for supplemental instruction and academic tutoring, and the 
University Writing Center. 


**Note: Improper citation indicates plagiarism and can result in a zero grade. Academic 
integrity is not just about avoiding plagiarism. It includes too: 


1. Proper attribution of work at all levels, with particular emphasis on correct citation of 
summarized literature and quoted material, as well as accurate and professional use of 
data. For specifics, see the Writing Center's guideLinks to an external site..  



http://uwc.cah.ucf.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/9/2015/04/Plagiarism_and_Misuse.pdf





2. All material you turn in is to be original work that has not been used in other classes, or 
appropriated from others.  


3. The purpose of citing is less about the getting the commas in the right place of 
the citation than it is about proper intellectual attribution of your sources.  Importantly, 
citations allow for the reader to be able to easily find the exact source, sometimes the 
exact passage, where you found your information; thus, your citations must be 
complete and systematic. In this course, whenever you use an idea from someone else, 
you must cite them at that point in your essay, and any group of more than 3 words that 
are not your own must be in quotes or it will be considered plagiarism. Unless stated 
otherwise, all assignments must correctly use a standard citation system (such as APA, 
MLA Chicago, etc.) formatting, correctly identify and use sources and quoted material. 
Note that citation style guides are available at the library website 
here: http://guides.ucf.edu/?group_id=1813Links to an external site.. And, free software 
that helps you manage citations for various styles are found 
here: http://library.ucf.edu/about/departments/scholarly-communication/citation-
management-tools/Links to an external site.. 


UCF Official Syllabus Addendum 


This section contains course policies that are standardized across all UCF courses and are 
supplemental to all UCF course syllabi.  


Academic Integrity. The Center for Academic Integrity (CAI) defines academic integrity as a 
commitment, even in the face of adversity, to five fundamental values: honesty, trust, fairness, 
respect, and responsibility. From these values flow principles of behavior that enable academic 
communities to translate ideals into action. 
http://www.academicintegrity.org/icai/assets/FVProject.pdf (Links to an external site.) 


UCF Creed: Integrity, scholarship, community, creativity, and excellence are the core values that 
guide our conduct, performance, and decisions. 


1. Integrity: I will practice and defend academic and personal honesty. 
2. Scholarship: I will cherish and honor learning as a fundamental purpose of my 


membership in the UCF community. 
3. Community: I will promote an open and supportive campus environment by respecting 


the rights and contributions of every individual. 
4. Creativity: I will use my talents to enrich the human experience. 
5. Excellence: I will strive toward the highest standards of performance in any endeavor I 


undertake. 


The following definitions of plagiarism and misuse of sources comes from the Council of Writing 
Program Administrators <http://wpacouncil.org/node/9 (Links to an external site.)+> and has 
been adopted by UCF’s Department of Writing & Rhetoric. 



http://guides.ucf.edu/?group_id=1813

http://library.ucf.edu/about/departments/scholarly-communication/citation-management-tools/

http://library.ucf.edu/about/departments/scholarly-communication/citation-management-tools/

http://www.academicintegrity.org/icai/assets/FVProject.pdf

http://wpacouncil.org/node/9





Plagiarism 


In an instructional setting, plagiarism occurs when a writer deliberately uses someone else’s 
language, ideas, or other original (not common-knowledge) material without acknowledging its 
source. This definition applies to texts published in print or on-line, to manuscripts, and to the 
work of other student writers.  


Misuse of Sources 


A student who attempts (even if clumsily) to identify and credit his or her source, but who 
misuses a specific citation format or incorrectly uses quotation marks or other forms of 
identifying material taken from other sources, has not plagiarized. Instead, such a student 
should be considered to have failed to cite and document sources appropriately.  


Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating 


UCF faculty members have a responsibility for your education and the value of a UCF degree, 
and so seek to prevent unethical behavior and when necessary respond to infringements of 
academic integrity. Penalties can include a failing grade in an assignment or in the course, 
suspension or expulsion from the university, and/or a "Z Designation" on a student's official 
transcript indicating academic dishonesty, where the final grade for this course will be 
preceded by the letter Z. For more information about the Z Designation, see 
http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgradeLinks to an external site.. 


For more information about UCF's Rules of Conduct, see http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/Links to 
an external site..  


Unauthorized Use of Class Materials 


There are many fraudulent websites claiming to offer study aids to students but are actually 
cheat sites. They encourage students to upload course materials, such as test questions, 
individual assignments, and examples of graded material. Such materials are the intellectual 
property of instructors, the university, or publishers and may not be distributed without prior 
authorization. Students who engage in such activity are in violation of academic conduct 
standards and may face penalties.  


Unauthorized Use of Class Notes 


Faculty have reported errors in class notes being sold by third parties, and the errors may be 
contributing to higher failure rates in some classes. The following is a statement appropriate for 
distribution to your classes or for inclusion on your syllabus: 



http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade

http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/





Third parties may be selling class notes from this class without my authorization. Please be 
aware that such class materials may contain errors, which could affect your performance or 
grade. Use these materials at your own risk.  


In-Class Recording. Students may, without prior notice, record video or audio of a class lecture 
for a class in which the student is enrolled for their own personal educational use. A class 
lecture is defined as a formal or methodical oral presentation as part of a university course 
intended to present information or teach enrolled students about a particular subject. 
Recording class activities other than class lectures, including but not limited to lab sessions, 
student presentations (whether individually or part of a group), class discussion (except when 
incidental to and incorporated within a class lecture), clinical presentations such as patient 
history, academic exercises involving student participation, test or examination administrations, 
field trips, private conversations between students in the class or between a student and the 
faculty member, and invited guest speakers is prohibited. Recordings may not be used as a 
substitute for class participation and class attendance, and may not be published or shared 
without the written consent of the faculty member. Failure to adhere to these requirements 
may constitute a violation of the University’s Student Code of Conduct as described in the 
Golden Rule. 


Course Accessibility Statement. The University of Central Florida is committed to providing 
access and inclusion for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate 
formats upon request. Students with disabilities who need specific access in this course, such as 
accommodations, should contact the professor as soon as possible to discuss various access 
options. Students should also connect with Student Accessibility ServicesLinks to an external 
site. (Ferrell Commons, 7F, Room 185, sas@ucf.edu, phone (407) 823-2371). Through Student 
Accessibility Services, a Course Accessibility Letter may be created and sent to professors, 
which informs faculty of potential access and accommodations that might be reasonable. 


Campus Safety Statement. Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise in our 
class, we will all need to work together. Everyone should be aware of the surroundings and 
familiar with some basic safety and security concepts. 


• In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance. 
• Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall near the 


door. Please make a note of the guide’s physical location and consider reviewing the 
online version at http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.htmlLinks to an external 
site..  


• Familiarize yourself with evacuation routes from each of your classrooms and have a 
plan for finding safety in case of an emergency. (Insert class-specific details if 
appropriate) 


• If there is a medical emergency during class, we may need to access a first aid kit or AED 
(Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those items are located in this 
building, see http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/workplacesafety.htmlLinks to an external site. 
(click on link from menu on left).  (insert class specific information if appropriate) 



http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

mailto:sas@ucf.edu

http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html
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• To stay informed about emergency situations, sign up to receive UCF text alerts by going 
to my.ucf.eduLinks to an external site. and logging in.  Click on “Student Self Service” 
located on the left side of the screen in the tool bar, scroll down to the blue “Personal 
Information” heading on your Student Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the 
information, including your e-mail address, cell phone number, and cell phone provider, 
click “Apply” to save the changes, and then click “OK.” 


• If you have a special need related to emergency situations, please speak with me during 
office hours. 


• Consider viewing this video (You CAN Survive an Active Shooter (Links to an external 


site.) ) about how to manage an active shooter situation on 
campus or elsewhere. 


Deployed Active Duty Military Students. If you are a deployed active duty military student and 
feel that you may need a special accommodation due to that unique status, please contact your 
instructor to discuss your circumstances 


 



http://my.ucf.edu/

https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk

https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk

https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk

https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk

https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk



		Module Essays

		Participation






Syllabus 


Florida Politics 


POS 3182 0W60 


Fall 2021 
 


Additional Information from Official Schedule of Classes 
 


Credit Hours: 3 (3, 0) 


 


Prerequisites: POS 2041 or C.I. 


 


Class Meeting Days and Time: Aug 23 to Dec 11 2021, with the course website normally 


available 24 hours a day 


 


Class Location: The course website can be found at www.webcourses.ucf.edu.  


 


Modality: This is a “W” course that is done completely online with no face-to-face meetings. 


 


Contact Information 
 


Instructor / Email: Dr. Aubrey Jewett aubrey.jewett@ucf.edu 


 


Office: Howard Phillips Hall (HPH) 302 E 


 


Office Hours: Online by e-mail or via Zoom T & R from 9 to 11 am (to set up a Zoom 


conference please email me and I will send you a link) 


 


Phone: Political Science Main Office 407-823-2608; Direct Office Line 407-823-6030 


 


Graduate Teaching Assistant / Email: Barry Smith Barry.Smith@ucf.edu   


 


Public Description of Course 
 


Information Published in the UCF Undergraduate Catalog: Examines the foundations of 


Florida government and political behavior, political institutions, and public policy. 


 


Course Scope and Purpose: Florida Politics examines politics in the Sunshine State focusing on 


foundations, institutions, processes and policy. We look at the changing demographic and 


economic environment of Florida, the state constitution, political culture and public opinion. We 


examine participation in state and local politics, the role of interest groups and political parties 


and the conduct of state and local elections. We explore Florida’s governmental institutions 


including the legislature, executive branch, bureaucracy, and courts. We also investigate the 


structure, function, governance and challenges facing local government in Florida. Finally, we 


analyze and evaluate state and local policy in the including criminal justice, land use, economic 



http://www.webcourses.ucf.edu/

mailto:aubrey.jewett@ucf.edu
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development, transportation, growth management, environment, civil rights, education, health, 


welfare and taxing and spending. The purpose of the course is to teach students about Florida 


politics and prepare students to follow, analyze and participate in Florida politics. 


 


Course Goals (Student Learning Outcomes) 
 


Students who successfully complete Florida Politics should be able to: 


1. Demonstrate knowledge of basic facts, definitions and concepts related to the political 


foundations, institutions, processes and public policy of Florida. 


2. Engage in the comparative analytical approach: examine Florida political institutions and 


behaviors in order to identify and explain similarities and differences with other states. 


3. Browse websites related to Florida politics and policy and analyze, synthesize, and evaluate 


information that goes beyond the class text. 


4. Understand how politics, policy and political culture vary in different regions, markets and 


counties within Florida. 


5. Explore how diversity impacts Florida politics and policy focusing on contemporary minority 


American culture as defined by race, ethnicity, gender, social and economic class, age, sexual 


orientation, gender identity, and physical ability. 


6. Find, summarize, analyze, and express thoughtful opinions about current political and policy 


events in Florida. 


7. Discuss Florida political and policy issues in a professional academic manner and show 


respect for other people who may hold different views. 


Course Materials/Resources 


1. MacManus, Susan A., Aubrey Jewett, David J. Bonanza, and Thomas R. Dye. 2019. Politics 


in Florida, 5th ed. Tallahassee: John Scott Daily Florida Institute of Government at Florida State 


University. ISBN-13: 9780964922785  


This 5th edition is available at the Barnes and Noble campus bookstore or for direct purchase as 


an inexpensive ($14.99) electronic PDF version http://www.lulu.com/shop/thomas-dye-and-


susan-macmanus-and-aubrey-jewett-and-david-bonanza/politics-in-florida/ebook/product-


24217050.html or as a traditional print paperback (much more expensive) 


http://www.lulu.com/shop/thomas-dye-and-susan-macmanus-and-aubrey-jewett-and-david-


bonanza/politics-in-florida-5th-edition/paperback/product-24216886.html. 


2. MacManus, Susan A., Florida’s Minority Trailblazers: The Men and Women Who Changed 


the Face of Florida Government, 2017. Gainesville: University Press of Florida. ISBN-13: 


9780813062938  



http://www.lulu.com/shop/thomas-dye-and-susan-macmanus-and-aubrey-jewett-and-david-bonanza/politics-in-florida/ebook/product-24217050.html

http://www.lulu.com/shop/thomas-dye-and-susan-macmanus-and-aubrey-jewett-and-david-bonanza/politics-in-florida/ebook/product-24217050.html

http://www.lulu.com/shop/thomas-dye-and-susan-macmanus-and-aubrey-jewett-and-david-bonanza/politics-in-florida/ebook/product-24217050.html

http://www.lulu.com/shop/thomas-dye-and-susan-macmanus-and-aubrey-jewett-and-david-bonanza/politics-in-florida-5th-edition/paperback/product-24216886.html

http://www.lulu.com/shop/thomas-dye-and-susan-macmanus-and-aubrey-jewett-and-david-bonanza/politics-in-florida-5th-edition/paperback/product-24216886.html





You can purchase this book from many locations including Barnes and Noble (the campus 


bookstore), Amazon, and many other college booksellers including the publisher who offers a 


print version and several different e-versions https://upf.com/book.asp?id=9780813062938. 


Assessment, Grading Procedures, Expectations and Support 
 


Assignments and Grading Weights: 


6 Modules – 85% of your total grade. Each module consists of 2 graded activities: Chapter Quiz 


and Extend, Update & Discuss. Each module will usually cover 2 chapters from the Politics in 


Florida text. You will have about two weeks to do each module. 


Chapter Quiz – 40% of total grade. Each quiz will usually have 50 questions covering 


material from the texts and the module. You will normally have 90 minutes to take the quiz. You 


may take the quiz a second time to improve your score. The questions are drawn from a larger 


quiz bank I have constructed so while a few questions may be the same on a 2nd attempt, most 


will be different. You should read the chapters and study before starting the quiz as you will not 


have time to look up every answer. All 6 quizzes count towards your final grade and except for 


extraordinary circumstances I will not reopen a quiz after it closes. 


Extend, Update & Discuss – 45% of total grade. Extend, Update & Discuss will include 


several steps. First you will visit several websites tied to the Module readings and then describe, 


analyze and reflect on several things you learned about Florida politics and policy from those 


sites that extends your knowledge beyond what is found in the text (900-1200 words). Next you 


will update information from the Module readings by looking up and writing a 350-500 word 


current event. You will then put your Extend and Update into one MS Word document and copy 


paste it into the appropriate discussion as a single post. 


Finally, you must engage in discussion with your fellow classmates by responding to 


their knowledge extension and current event. The discussion will require a minimum of three 


postings each module: the initial posting of your paper and then at least two postings responding 


to your fellow students. Discussion with your classmates should be academic, focus on the 


assigned topics, and highlight what you are learning about the material, your views on the issues, 


and why you believe the way you do. It is perfectly fine (and expected) to disagree about Florida 


policy and politics but DO NOT personally attack your classmates (learn to disagree without 


being disagreeable). Remember this is a graded college level discussion and not a series of 


anonymous posts on the internet! Highest grades go to students who exceed my expectations for 


quantity and quality of their papers and their discussion with classmates. Two additional postings 


are the minimum to get a C on that part of the assignment. You will need 8 or more (depending 


on quality and length) additional postings to get the highest possible score on discussing with 


classmates. 


 To grade Extend, Update & Discuss, I have developed a simple rubric (scoring 


guideline). Each extend, update and discuss is worth up to 100 points: 50 points are possible for 


knowledge extension, 30 points for the current event, and 20 points for discussing things with 


your classmates.  



https://upf.com/book.asp?id=9780813062938





Florida Election Analysis - 15% of your total grade. You will write a research paper on the 2020 


presidential race in Florida. Your analysis should be 2500 to 3500 words long, double-spaced 


with Times New Roman font with strongest papers being close to the maximum. More details 


will be available on the course website as the semester progresses. You may start the paper while 


we are working on the modules but will also have about two weeks to work on the paper after the 


modules are over.  


Grades and Grading Scale: Students can view grades in Mygrades. I use a ten-point grading 


scale. 


  


100-90 A (Outstanding, superior work) 


89-80 B (Excellent, above average work) 


79-70 C (Good, average work) 


69-60 D (Below average or incomplete work) 


59-0 F (Poor work or missed assignment) 


 


Missed Quizzes, Missed or Late Assignments and Make-Up Policy:  


 


• Make-up Assignments for Authorized University Events or Co-curricular Activities – 


Students who miss exams/assignments because they are representing UCF in authorized 


events or activities will be offered reasonable opportunity to complete the work with no 


penalty applied. It is the student’s responsibility to provide the instructor with a copy of 


the Program Verification Form (which lists the names of students participating in the 


authorized event or activity) prior to the class in which the absence occurs.  


 


• Religious Observances – A student who desires to observe a religious holy day of his or 


her religious faith must notify all of his/her instructors at the beginning of the term to be 


excused from classes to observe the religious holy day. The student is responsible for any 


material covered during the excused absence, but will be permitted a reasonable amount 


of time to complete any work missed. 


 


• Quizzes – I do not drop any quiz grades and quizzes automatically lock at the due date 


and time. Under normal circumstance I will not reopen the quiz. If you miss a quiz and 


want a chance to make up the quiz email me as soon as possible (normally within 24 


hours). If you have a verifiable extenuating circumstance (i.e. illness with a doctor’s note, 


accident with a police report, or death in the family with documentation) I will let you 


make up one quiz with no grade penalty. You should complete the quiz in a reasonable 


amount of time (usually within one week).  If you do not have a verifiable extenuating 


circumstance (you forgot, overslept, were too busy etc.) I may allow you one make up in 


a reasonable amount of time (usually within one week) as long as you contact me quickly 


(usually within 24 hours), take responsibility for what happened, and have been showing 


a good faith effort to complete previous work. However, I deduct ten points from the 


score in fairness to classmates who completed the quiz on time.  


 


• Extend, Update & Discuss – I will drop your one lowest Extend, Update & Discuss score 


when I compute your final grade. Thus, this part of your grade is based on your five 







highest scores. This will provide you a measure of protection should something happen 


that prevents you from writing a paper (computer glitch, illness, vacation etc.) or should 


you do poorly on a paper and want to improve. Because I drop the one lowest Extend, 


Update & Discuss score, once the module closes you will not be able to post a late paper 


or post further comments in the discussion. If you have an extraordinary situation which 


causes you to miss more than one Extend, Update & Discuss you may email me with the 


pertinent information and I will make a decision based on being fair to you but also to all 


the other students in the class that are meeting the deadlines. You may post your Extend 


and Update paper up to two days late after the initial deadline, but there will be a 10 point 


penalty for each day the initial posting is late. So, 10 points off for one day late and 20 


points off for two days late. Discussion with others is available until the module closes 


and will not be reopened.  


 


• Florida Election Analysis – The Florida Election Analysis will be accepted up to two 


days late but will incur a 10 point per day late penalty. So, 10 points off for one day late 


and 20 points off for two days late. If you have a verifiable extraordinary circumstance 


that interferes with completing the paper before the end of the late deadline you may 


email me with the pertinent information, and I will decide based on being fair to you but 


also to all the other students in the class that are meeting the deadlines. 


Workload and Deadlines: Online courses require students to be self-motivated and do work on 


a regular basis without being reminded of assignments and due dates. The average student can 


expect to put in at least 12-15 hours a module on this course if they want to do well. You will 


usually be reading 2 chapters from the main text and multiple sections from the auxiliary text 


each module. You can also expect that you will write 2500 words or more (counting initial 


postings and discussions with others) for each module if you want to do well. Do not wait until 


the last minute to do assignments. Computer problems and Internet connection problems will 


happen. They are not acceptable excuses for missing due dates and deadlines. Due times for 


graded assignments are usually 11:59 pm Eastern Standard Time. After that, I start assessing the 


late penalty on the initial Extend and Update posting. 


 


Professional Communication & Online Etiquette: I expect professional communication 


whether face to face, by email, or in online discussions. When communicating with me, please 


address me by my title (Dr. Jewett or Prof. Jewett), politely explain the purpose of your 


communication, courteously provide evidence or background information as appropriate, and 


respectfully ask your question or make your statement or request. DO NOT make demands or 


unsubstantiated claims, issue threats or accusations, or question my motives. During discussion 


DO NOT personally attack other students (or the professor) for their opinions. Political 


disagreements are normal, but be scholarly and civil, focus on the material, explain your position 


calmly and rationally, and show respect for the sincerely held beliefs of others. 


 


Questions for Professor Jewett: If you have general questions about the course or material do 


not e-mail me initially. Instead post your question in the Discussions section of the web site. 


Once in Discussions select the topic “Questions for Professor Jewett” and then click in the 


“Reply” box and type in your question and then hit “Post Reply.” I have linked my email to this 


discussion forum so it will forward to me almost immediately, but by posting the question here 







(and my answer) we will allow other students to gain more information (if you have a question, 


chances are another student also has the same question). You should review this section before 


asking your question as someone else may have already asked it. Of course, if your problem is 


personal (related to your health or to your quiz or discussion grade for instance) or involves not 


being able to get on the site (and hence unable to get to Discussions) feel free to e-mail me at my 


normal e-mail address. 


 


Instructor Response Time: Under normal circumstance I will respond to a posted question or 


an email within 24 hours. Quizzes are automatically graded, and you will receive immediate 


feedback on your score. I seek to provide substantive feedback in the discussion to your initial 


Extend and Update post within 24 hours of the due date. Once a module closes, I typically have 


Extend, Update & Discuss graded and provide suggestions to improve within 48 hours. 


 


Seeking Help from Other Students: If you would like to seek the help of fellow students go to 


Discussions and select the topic “Students Seeking Help from Students” and post your question 


as above. This can be a technical question about computer problems or a subject matter question.  


 


Students Needing Technical Support: If you need technical support with Webcourses you can 


go to https://cdl.ucf.edu/support/. Phone support is available at 407-823-0407. Email support is 


available at webcourses@ucf.edu.  


 


 


UCF Core Syllabus Statements 
 


Academic Integrity: 


 


I expect ethical academic behavior from all my students. Students should familiarize themselves 


with UCF’s Rules of Conduct at <http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/process/roc>. According to Section 1, 


“Academic Misconduct,” students are prohibited from engaging in 


 


a) Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information 


or study aids in any academic exercise unless specifically authorized by the instructor of 


record. The unauthorized possession of examination or course-related material also 


constitutes cheating. 


b) Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral means: The 


presentation of material which has not been studied or learned, but rather was obtained 


through someone else’s efforts and used as part of an examination, course assignment, or 


project. 


c) Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to another person, 


student, and/or uploading course material to a third-party vendor without authorization or 


without the express written permission of the university and the instructor. Course 


materials include but are not limited to class notes, Instructor’s PowerPoints, course 


syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, instruction sheets, homework, study guides, handouts, etc. 


d) Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work. 


e) Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the source, 


thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s own. 



https://cdl.ucf.edu/support/
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f) Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than once 


without the express written permission of the instructor. 


g) Helping another violate academic behavior standards. 


 


For more information about Academic Integrity, students may consult The Center for Academic 


Integrity <http://www.academicintegrity.org/icai/assets/FVProject.pdf>. 


 


For more information about plagiarism and misuse of sources, see “Defining and Avoiding 


Plagiarism: The WPA Statement on Best Practices” <http://wpacouncil.org/node/9>. 


 


Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating: 


 


I uphold and enforce academic standards. Students should also familiarize themselves with the 


procedures for academic misconduct in UCF’s student handbook, The Golden 


Rule  <http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/docs/goldenrule.pdf>. UCF faculty members have a 


responsibility for students’ education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to prevent 


unethical behavior and when necessary respond to academic misconduct. Penalties can include a 


failing grade in an assignment or in the course, suspension or expulsion from the university, 


and/or a “Z Designation” on a student’s official transcript indicating academic dishonesty, where 


the final grade for this course will be preceded by the letter Z. For more information about the Z 


Designation, see <http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade>.  


 


Course Accessibility: 


 


The University of Central Florida and I are committed to providing access and inclusion for all 


persons with disabilities. Students with disabilities who need disability-related access in this 


course should contact the professor as soon as possible. Students should also connect with 


Student Accessibility Services (SAS) <http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/> (Ferrell Commons 


185, sas@ucf.edu, phone 407-823-2371). Through Student Accessibility Services, a Course 


Accessibility Letter may be created and sent to professors, which informs faculty of potential 


access and accommodations that might be reasonable. Determining reasonable access and 


accommodations requires consideration of the course design, course learning objectives and the 


individual academic and course barriers experienced by the student. 


 


Campus Safety Statement: 


 


Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise during class, everyone needs to work 


together. Students should be aware of their surroundings and familiar with some basic safety and 


security concepts. 


• In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance. 


• Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall near the 


door. Students should make a note of the guide’s physical location and review the online 


version at <http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html>. 


• Students should know the evacuation routes from each of their classrooms and have a 


plan for finding safety in case of an emergency. 



http://www.academicintegrity.org/icai/assets/FVProject.pdf
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• If there is a medical emergency during class, students may need to access a first-aid kit or 


AED (Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those are located, see 


<http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/workplacesafety.html> (click on link from menu on left). 


• To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text 


alerts by going to <my.ucf.edu> and logging in. Click on “Student Self Service” located 


on the left side of the screen in the toolbar, scroll down to the blue “Personal 


Information” heading on the Student Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the 


information, including e-mail address, cell phone number, and cell phone provider, click 


“Apply” to save the changes, and then click “OK.” 


• Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their 


instructors outside of class. 


• To learn about how to manage an active-shooter situation on campus or elsewhere, 


consider viewing this video (<https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk>). 


 


Deployed Active Military Status:  


 


A deployed active duty military student who feels the need for a special accommodation due to 


that unique status should contact their instructor to discuss the circumstances.  


 


UCF Suggested Syllabus Statement Regarding COVID-19 


 


General Statement 


I recognize and understand the difficult times we are all in. The COVID-19 pandemic impacts us 


all in many ways, including physically, mentally, emotionally, financially, academically, and 


professionally. I will work with you on challenges you may be encountering and to provide 


support to help you succeed. However, please keep in mind that I will hold you accountable, 


especially in terms of class attendance, participation, and contributions. 


 


Statement Regarding Masks in Classrooms 


UCF expects that all members of our campus community who are able to do so get vaccinated, 


and we expect all members of our campus community to wear masks indoors, in line with the 


latest CDC guidelines. Masks are required in approved clinical or health care settings. 


 


Notifications in Case of Changes to Course Modality 


If the instructor falls ill during the semester, there may be temporary changes to this course, 


including having a backup instructor take over the course or going remote for a short time. 


Please look for announcements or mail in Webcourses@UCF or Knights email for any 


temporary alterations to this course. 


 


COVID-19 and Illness Notification 


Students who believe they may have been exposed to COVID-19 or who test positive must 


contact UCF Student Health Services (407-823-2509) so proper contact tracing procedures can 


take place. Students should not come to campus if they are ill, are experiencing any symptoms of 


COVID-19 or have tested positive for COVID-19. 



http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/workplacesafety.html

http://my.ucf.edu/

https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated.html
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Students should contact their instructor(s) as soon as possible if they miss class for any illness to 


discuss reasonable adjustments that might need to be made. When possible, students should 


contact their instructor(s) before missing class. 


 


Course Accessibility and Disability COVID-19 Supplemental Statement 


Accommodations may need to be added or adjusted should this course shift from an on-campus 


to a remote format. Students with disabilities should speak with their instructor and should 


contact sas@ucf.edu to discuss specific accommodations for this or other courses. 


Assignment Due Dates (Due Times are 11:59 pm unless otherwise noted) 


I try to follow the posted schedule. However, this outline may change during the semester due to 


unforeseen events or for pedagogical reasons. It is your responsibility to read class 


announcements and emails and keep informed. 


Pretest due by Friday 8/27 at 5:00 pm EST. 


Faculty members are required to document students' academic activity at the beginning of each 


course. In order to document that you began this course, please complete the following academic 


activity by the end of the first week of classes, or as soon as possible after adding the course, but 


no later than Friday Aug 27 at 5:00 pm EST. Failure to do so will result in a delay in the 


disbursement of your financial aid. 


Go to Quizzes and click on “Pretest” and then “Take the Quiz.” You have 1 hour to take the 


pretest. Please do not study beforehand or look up answers when taking the pretest – if you do 


not know the answer then just make your best guess. I want to get an honest assessment of how 


much you know about the course material before we get started (so please do not just take 5 


minutes for the whole quiz and randomly hit answers either – actually read the questions and see 


if you know the answer). Once you answer all the questions hit “Submit Quiz.” The pretest quiz 


does not count towards your final grade. 


Module 1 Florida’s Political Culture and Constitution: Quiz due by Monday 9/6; Initial 


discussion posting due by Tuesday 9/7; additional postings due by, and module closes on, 


Thursday 9/9  


For Module 1 please read: 


Politics in Florida chapters 1 Political Culture and 2 Constitution 


Florida's Minority Trailblazers chapters 1, 2 and 7 (pages 1-30 and 524-544) 


Labor Day Holiday Monday 9/6 PLEASE NOTE: JUST BECAUSE SOME DUE DATES 


MAY FALL OVER THE HOLIDAY DOES NOT MEAN YOU HAVE TO WAIT UNTIL 


THEN TO DO THE ASSIGNMENT! 
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Module 2 Public Opinion, Parties and Elections: Quiz due by Monday 9/20; Initial 


discussion posting due by Tuesday 9/21; additional postings due by, and module closes on, 


Thursday 9/23  


For Module 2 please read: 


Politics in Florida chapters 3 Public Opinion and 4 Parties and Elections 


Florida's Minority Trailblazers pages 32-107 (12 Trailblazers from the Florida House) 


Module 3 Interest Groups and the Legislature: Quiz due by Monday 10/4; Initial discussion 


posting due by Tuesday 10/5; additional postings due by, and module closes on, Thursday 


10/7  


For Module 3 please read: 


Politics in Florida chapters 5 Interest Groups and 6 Legislature 


Florida's Minority Trailblazers pages 108-202 (13 Trailblazers from the Florida House) 


Module 4 Executive Branch and Courts and Crime: Quiz due by Monday 10/18; Initial 


discussion posting due by Tuesday 10/19; additional postings due by, and module closes on, 


Thursday 10/21  


For Module 4 please read: 


Politics in Florida chapters 7 Executive Branch and 8 Courts and Crimes 


Florida's Minority Trailblazers pages 203-279 (12 Trailblazers - 10 from the Florida Senate and 


from 2 legislative leadership) 


Withdrawal Deadline: Friday 10/29 11:59 p.m. 


Module 5 Taxing, Spending and Local Government: Quiz due by Monday 11/1; Initial 


discussion posting due by Tuesday 11/2; additional postings due by, and module closes on, 


Thursday 11/4  


For Module 5 please read: 


Politics in Florida chapters 9 Taxing and Spending and 10 Local Government 


Florida's Minority Trailblazers pages 280-406 and (14 Trailblazers - 6 from the Executive and 8 


from the Judiciary) 







Veterans Day Holiday Thursday 11/11 PLEASE NOTE: JUST BECAUSE SOME DUE 


DATES MAY FALL OVER THE HOLIDAY DOES NOT MEAN YOU HAVE TO WAIT 


UNTIL THEN TO DO THE ASSIGNMENT! 


Module 6 Education, Welfare and Health and Environment and Growth Management: 


Quiz due by Monday 11/15; Initial discussion posting due by Tuesday 11/16; additional 


postings due by, and module closes on, Thursday 11/18  


For Module 6 please read: 


Politics in Florida chapters 11 Education, Social Welfare and Health Care and 12 Environment, 


Growth Management, Economic Development and Transportation 


Florida's Minority Trailblazers Chapter 6 (pages 407-523: 11 trailblazers from the Florida 


congressional delegation) 


Thanksgiving Holiday Thursday and Friday 11/25 & 11/26 


Florida Election Analysis: Due by Thursday 12/9 (Saturday 12/11 is the last date to turn in 


a late Election Analysis) 


Term Ends: Saturday Dec 11 


Getting Started 


Go to the home page, go to Quizzes and click on “Pretest” and then “Take the Quiz” (as 


described above to document your participation in the course). After that, to begin the graded 


part of the course, click on Modules and then read and follow the instructions for Module 1: 


Florida’s Political Culture and Constitution. 








Political Science 4603 
American Constitutional Law I 


 
Department of Political Science 


University of Central Florida 
 


Fall 2021 
           


Class Time and Place: MWF, 10:30-11:20, CB1 307 Office Hours:  MW 09:30-10:15, 1:30-3:30; or by app’t;   
                        Zoom capability available too via appointment 


Professor: Dr. Drew Lanier  


Office: Phillips Hall 302 Credit Hours:  three (3) 


Phone: (407) 823-3753 [direct dial] or 823-2608  
             [main number]  


Email: drew.lanier@ucf.edu The true miracle was not the birth of the Constitution 
itself, but its life—Justice Thurgood Marshall 


   
REQUIRED TEXTS  
 
American Political Science Association, Committee on Publications.  2018.  Style Manual for Political Science.  Rev. ed.  


Washington, DC:  APSA (ISBN 978-1-878147-62-2).  [Available on the Canvas Reserves Discussion Topic]. 
The Style Manual is also available digitally at www.apsanet.org/stylemanual.  


 
Epstein, Lee, and Thomas G. Walker.  2020.  Constitutional Law for a Changing America:  Institutional Powers and 


Constraints.  10th ed.  Washington:  CQ Press (ISBN 978-1-54431-179-08). 
 
McCloskey, Robert G., and Sanford Levinson.  2016.  The American Supreme Court.  6th ed.  Chicago:  University of 


Chicago Press (ISBN 978-0-226-29689-0). 
 
OPTIONAL TEXTS 
 
Kirszner, Laurie G., and Stephen R. Mandell.  2017.  The Brief Cengage Handbook.  8th ed. Boston:  


Thomson/Wadsworth (ISBN 1-305-63869-3). 
 
Strunk, William, Jr., and E.B. White.  2000.  The Elements of Style.  4th ed.  New York:  Longman (ISBN 0-205- 


30902-X). 
 
REQUIRED MATERIALS 
 
 In addition, students must purchase a pack of scantrons (Form No. 209161), which are strawberry in color 
and bear the UCF logo.  These will be used during the three exams administered across the term. No other form is 
acceptable. If you nevertheless attempt to submit an exam with another form of scantron, your exam WILL BE 
REFUSED.   This is a course requirement as the UCF Test Scoring Center will accept no other form. 
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES AND GOALS  
 


This course is designed to examine the text and substance of the U.S. Constitution and its development  
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across the past 230 years.  Our framework for evaluating constitutional jurisprudence considers the context of the  
 
Framers' theory of law and order and the present policy questions facing our political system.  The three sections of 
the course are devoted to understanding the history and development of the Constitution and the role of the courts. 
 The goal of this course is to provide students with an in-depth evaluation of the institutions of government, the 
relationships and power struggles between the three branches, the role of the Supreme Court in resolving 
institutional conflicts, and the relationship between the federal government and states' rights. 
  


The first section deals with judicial review and methods of judicial interpretation, focusing specifically on  
judicial activism and restraint.  We examine issues of standing and jurisdiction to hear cases and the structure of 
federal and state court systems.  We address the Supreme Court's gate-keeping function in resolving disputes.  
During this section of the course, you are acquainted with conducting legal research.  This section then shifts focus 
to examine the other institutions of political power, the Executive Office of the President and the Congress. This 
section evaluates the role of the judiciary in influencing political institutions and participants. We devote a fair 
amount of time to the separation of powers and the role of the president in domestic and foreign policy.  Next, we 
move into a discussion regarding the power struggles between the executive and the legislature.  This section 
focuses primarily on the war-making powers allocated to Congress, and the degree of control that the executive has 
asserted in this area.   
 
 The second section addresses the domestic powers given to Congress.  The issues evaluated include the 
spending powers, the commerce clause, and the power to levy taxes.  A recurring theme throughout our 
Constitution's history has been the power struggle between the federal and state governments.  In the third section, 
we analyze the role of states in our distinct system.  Here, we examine federalism and states' rights, focusing 
specifically on voting rights.  We address whether the limits and contours of federal government intervention have 
dominant themes throughout history.  Tracing modern federalism dilemmas to the founding of the Constitution, we 
examine the different shifts in U.S. Supreme Court decision-making over time.    
 
Course Goals:  By the end of this course, you should be able to: 
 


• discuss the past and current socio-political climate of the Supreme Court's decision-making process 
 
• understand legal concepts utilized by the Supreme Court and important to Constitutional jurisprudence 


 
• discuss recent trends in Constitutional decision-making 


 
• understand the legal underpinnings and parameters of the Constitution 


 
• understand and articulate current standards and legal tests utilized by the Supreme Court in deciding 


institutional conflicts 
 


• brief court decisions 
 


• conduct appellate court research 
 


• present appellate court arguments 
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• argue principles involved in Constitutional cases 


 
• articulate policy arguments for or against judicial interference with federal and state institutions 


 
• understand and discuss legal cases involving: judicial review; standing; jurisdictional authority;    
      separation of powers; executive privilege; national security; war-making powers; appointment  
      and removal powers; legislative enactments; taxing and spending powers; federalism; states'  
      rights; voting rights; and, Equal Protection.  


 
WEB RESOURCES 


 
Canvas Site 


 
 The Course has a Canvas site associated with it. It is an innovative technology that allows the students to 


interact with each other, post messages to a common bulletin board, take quizzes, and many other tasks that facilitate 
comprehension of the course material and collaborative learning among the course's students in a student-centered 
context. This site, however, is a password-protected domain. A more thorough discussion of this course tool as well as 
how to navigate through it will be offered in class. Navigate to it via your my.ucf.edu login, find the course in the 
Online Course Tools Tab and the Webcourses@UCF Pagelet and then enter your PID and password.  
 
Online Con Law Resource Center (https://edge.sagepub.com/conlaw) 


 
 The Student Resource Center, organized by the publisher of the Epstein and Walker text, provides students 
access to supplemental cases not found in the printed text as well as several study aids. 
 


GRADING 
 
MANDATED DOCUMENTATION OF COURSE ATTENDANCE 
 


As of fall 2014, all faculty members are required to document students' academic activity at the 
beginning of each course in order to comply with federal regulations involving student financial aid.  In 
order to document that you began this course, please complete the self-introduction assignment, on the 
Canvas Discussion board, by the end of the first week of classes, or as soon as possible after adding the 
course, but no later than Friday, August 27, 2021.  Failure to do so will result in a delay in the 
disbursement of your financial aid (adapted from a draft statement from Academic Affairs Office, UCF). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



http://my.ucf.edu/

https://edge.sagepub.com/conlaw
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 COURSE EVALUATION Your grades will be determined by the following components and weighted accordingly: 


 
COMPONENT WEIGHT 
First Exam 15% 
Second Exam 15% 
Final Exam  15% 
Class Participation 10% 
Case Briefs 15% 
Daily Surveys 10% 
Moot Court 20% 


 
GRADING SCALE (AS A PERCENTAGE OF TOTAL POINTS) 


GRADE PERCENTAGE 
A 100-90 
B+ 89-87 
B 86-80 
C+ 79-77 


GRADE PERCENTAGE 
C 76-70 
D+ 69-67 
D 66-60 
F 59 or less 


 
In calculating averages, the only rounding will be up from 0.5 below the grade required in the professor’s sole 
professional discretion. For example, 89.5 may earn an "A-," 79.5 may earn a "B-," and so on. I g ive you the 
opportunity to earn extra credit points all semester long. Do not expect that I will g ive you any more 
points at the end of the term. I interpret this clause very stringently. 


 
EXAMS 
 
 There are three (3) in-class, closed book exams.  All three exams are exclusively composed of very 
challenging multiple-choice items.  The final exam IS NOT comprehensive.  It will focus on topics presented in the 
third section of the class.  No make-up exams will be allowed absent exigent (i.e., truly emergency) circumstances.  
You MUST contact me before the exam if you know you will miss it.  There is ABSOLUTELY NO EXCUSE FOR 
MISSING AN EXAM AND YOUR NOT ADVISING ME IN ADVANCE OF YOUR ABSENCE AND THE 
BONIFIDE, DOCUMENTED, COMPELLING REASON FOR YOUR NOT TAKING THE EXAM AS 
SCHEDULED.  If you do not take the exam as scheduled, I will not look favorably upon your request to take a 
make-up exam regardless of the nature of your excuse.  Unexcused exams will receive a failing grade (0 points). 
 
CLASS PARTICIPATION 
 
 Since most of you would like to go to law school someday, class topics are discussed using the Socratic 
method typical of most law schools.  You are expected to read and prepare for discussions, completing the 
assigned reading BEFORE THE CLASS DURING WHICH THEY WILL BE DISCUSSED.  Be advised 
that the points associated with class participation are not points that I simply give to you as result of consistent class 
attendance.  Rather, you must earn the component of the total points assigned to participation, rather than merely 
obtaining them as a sole result of attending class regularly.  If you simply sit in class and do not actively inject 
yourself into the conversation, you will receive very few, if any, points for this component of the course. Moreover, 
the quality as well as the quantity of your participation will be assessed in distributing the points for this component 
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of your grade.  Not only must you at least attempt to answer the questions I put to you, you must actively 
participate to receive most of the points for participation.  Students who regularly miss class will find that their 
exam grades are adversely affected.  Most of the material that appears on my exams will be discussed in class.   
 
 Readings should be completed PRIOR to the week for which they are assigned.  Most of the reading is very 
dense and difficult.  Give yourself enough time to get through all of the material AND ANTICIPATE PROBLEMS 
IN COMPLETING THE ASSIGNMENTS. THEY WILL OCCUR, I ASSURE YOU.  
 
DAILY SURVEYS 
 


You should become familiar with all of your colleagues, even those who do not speak during every class. 
Your usage of the Canvas tool will be assessed at the end of the term to distribute this portion of the course grade. 
Specific assignments for you will be posted on the Canvas site. You, thus, must check the site regularly. I WILL 
remove assignments after they have been posted for a significant period, thereby preventing you from completing 
the assignment if you wait until the last minute. Once again, don’t allow yourself to get into that bind! It is made a 
component of the course so as to facilitate communication between you as members of the class.  Of the points 
available for this component of the course, all of them are earned based on the proportion of surveys that you 
complete across the term. 
 
    The following are regulations regarding the daily surveys that must be followed: 


 
• If you do not attend class on a particular day FOR ANY REASON IMAGINABLE, you may NOT 


complete the survey for that day as you cannot logically answer the questions posed. If you nevertheless 
attempt to do so, I will mark it as if you did not. 


 
• Failing to complete even a small number of the daily surveys will negatively affect your final course grade. 


Ignoring them is dangerous to your understanding of course material (and your final course grade).  
 


• Surveys are due by 8:00 AM on the following lecture day.  For example, if we have lecture on Monday, 
then the survey for that class is due by the following Wednesday at 8:00 am.  If we have class on 
Wednesday, then the survey for that class is due by the following Friday at 8:00 am.  Days on which we have 
tests scheduled or days on which there is a University holiday are not “lecture days.”   


 
• Be honest and forthcoming in your responses as they are designed to deepen your understanding of the 


course content and its significance.   
 


• After the due date for the Surveys has passed, I will collate and collect the most pertinent and relevant 
questions and read answers to them in class for the entire class to consider and from which to benefit. They 
are good ways to prepare for the exams, and not “busy work.”  Use them for your benefit.  Ignore them at 
your own peril. 


 
• If you have already answered the Survey for the day, Canvas will not allow you to complete the Survey 


again. 
 


• Do NOT send blank responses through for the Survey. Repeated violation of this rule will result in the 
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entire class’s being required to send survey responses to me through my UCF email account.  Past classes 
have, sadly, tested me on this requirement. Please do not make me implement this requirement. 


 
CASE BRIEFS 
 
 When we read cases from Epstein and Walker, you are expected to "brief" each indicated case and answer 
questions regarding the specific details and reasoning provided in the opinions.  These "briefs" are collected and due 
at the beginning of class (i.e., 10:30 am) on Monday (or the first class day) of the week for which they are assigned. 
I interpret this due date/time very stringently. If you are even one minute late, your brief will be contacted as 
late and penalized one letter grade per day or part thereof.  This is the way of the professional world. 
 
 All briefs must be word-processed. Please staple each of your briefs individually once in the upper left-hand corner of the 
page. Do not paper clip, dog-ear or binder clip your case briefs. Briefs that are not fastened as required will be 
penalized. You are also required to put your name on each of your assignments. Assignments without student 
names will also be penalized one letter grade.  
 
 Further, as you are preparing your case briefs, edit them very carefully for grammar, style and syntax. I have 
assigned the grammar book to assist you in this regard, if you need assistance. The clarity and accuracy of your 
writing is critical to your success in this class.  Sloppy and unclear writing indicates sloppy and unclear thinking.  I will grade 
them accordingly.   
 
 Any written assignment containing more than five spelling errors will automatically receive a score of zero 
(0), regardless of the score that the assignment would have otherwise earned.  Multiple misspellings of a single word 
count the number of times the misspelled word appears in the assignment, not as a single misspelling. 
 


Assignments do not count until they are RECEIVED, not sent.  I customarily send a brief email message indicating 
its receipt if you submit it to me via email. IF YOU DO NOT RECEIVE SUCH A MESSAGE, THE 
ASSIGNMENT HAS NOT BEEN RECEIVED AND YOU WILL NOT RECEIVE FULL CREDIT FOR THE 
ASSIGNMENT.  In that case, contact me by other means (such as the telephone) to determine if I have received 
the assignment. If not, resubmit it ASAP.  Computers seem to know when humans are working on deadlines and 
will maniacally crash as the deadline approaches. Do not wait until the metaphorical midnight hour approaches to 
submit your work.  If you come to me with an exotic tale of woe about your not having turned in your assignment 
on time, I will nod relatively sympathetically and point to this warning. If you submit it on Canvas and Canvas 
indicates that it has been successfully uploaded, then you can rest assured that it has been received accordingly. 
 
 The biweekly briefs and class participation are easy ways to increase your grades.  For whatever reason, there 
are always students that think they can simply ignore the briefs.  You will not pass this course if you do not 
submit at least half of the weekly briefs assigned, regardless of your scores on other assignments.  
Additionally, many of the questions that appear on the exam are taken from the case briefs, even if these cases only 
receive cursory attention or were only assigned as extra credit during class discussions. While students frequently 
complain about the number of briefs that you are required to submit, you will find that when you are studying for 
the exams, these briefs save you!   
 
 Do not lose your composure when you see how many briefs are assigned.  I indicate in class which briefs 
are used for extra credit.  I modify the number of briefs that are actually required; the remainder of the briefs that I 
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do not assign are given to you as extra credit. YOU MAY COMPLETE ONE EXTRA CREDIT BRIEF EVERY 
TWO WEEKS (FOR A MAXIMUM BIWEEKLY SUBMISSION OF TWO BRIEFS), provided that you have 
first completed the required brief. I assign the briefs on a bi-weekly basis.  If you miss class, you should consult the 
syllabus to determine what briefs have been assigned. 
 
 Furthermore, note the following rules regarding the writing assignments in this class: 
 


• You may NOT use Wikipedia (or its variants) as any source in your assignments. It is a highly unreliable 
and invalid source for information.  Doing so will substantially reduce your grade, even to an “F.”   


 
• You must follow APSA style (see the APSA Style Guide) when composing your course assignments. 


Failure to do so will result in at least one letter grade reduction of the final grade earned. 
 


• Double space between paragraphs, even in a document that is otherwise single-spaced. 
 


• Provide in-text citations to the SPECIFIC SOURCE FROM WHICH YOU ARE TAKING THE 
INFORMATION.  Otherwise, the reader does not know to what source you attribute your information.  
Failure to do so will result in a least a one letter grade reduction in the grade earned. See the APSA Style 
Manual for examples. 


 
• Case names must be italicized as per the APSA Style Manual. 


 
• Attaching printouts to a writing assignment does not magically satisfy the citation and reference 


requirements of APSA style.   
 
MOOT COURT ARGUMENT 
 
 The final portion of your grade is a simulation of a moot court argument.  The assignment includes a 
written brief and oral argument that a team of student attorneys presents in front of a panel of student justices.  The 
topic for the oral and written brief is drawn from a current controversy docketed for oral argument in the United 
States Supreme Court.  It is assigned shortly after the semester begins.  This assignment is discussed extensively in 
class.   
 
 Those students who choose to act as attorneys will be required to complete different, but equally 
demanding, work from that which the student justices will complete.  Student attorneys will be required to write and 
deliver an oral argument.  The argument should last approximately ten (10) minutes including the time allotted for 
answering questions from the panel.  That means that you argue for 10 minutes on your half of the argument and 
your partner argues for 10 minutes on his/her half of the argument.  You will be graded on the thoroughness of 
your presentation (10 percent), the ability with which you answer questions posed by the bench, and your general 
demeanor during the argument (10 percent).  YOUR JOB IN ORAL ARGUMENT IS NOT TO FINISH YOUR 
PREPARED REMARKS, BUT TO PERSUADE THE COURT THAT YOUR CLIENT'S POSITION IS THE 
CORRECT ONE!  More details will be given in class. 


 
 Those students who choose to act as justices of the United States Supreme Court will be required to 
write a seven-page minimum biography of the real justice whom they are portraying (five percent). [DO NOT rely at all 
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on the biographies presented in Walker and Epstein].  I can point you to several sources to which you can refer 
for background information on the justices.  The biography is intended to be like any other research paper that you 
submit in any university course:  it should contain in-text references to information that you have taken from 
others’ works and citations gathered at the end of the paper and it should be formatted according to the required 
APSA Style Manual.  These references must be PUBLISHED, SCHOLARLY WORKS.  Such references do not 
include internet sources (especially Wikipedia) or informal consumer writing (such as Reader’s Digest) or interviews 
that you yourself conduct.  It should also include a reference section, in the concluding section of your work, listing 
the works that you used in researching your paper.  Failure to include these necessary elements will result in 
an “F” for the assignment.  If you are unsure about this requirement, see me immediately.  Failure to do 
so is dangerous to your grade.   
 
 In addition, justices will be graded based upon the quality of the questions they put to counsel during the 
oral argument phase (10 percent).  Third, justices will be graded on the quality of their deliberations with the other 
members of the Court as demonstrated in a written Opinion of the Court's ruling and any dissents and 
concurrences (five percent).   
 
 I will soon place material on the Canvas Reserve to assist you in tackling the Moot Court assignment.  Legal 
research should not overwhelm you. This course should help you acquire the skills necessary to complete the 
assignment successfully. 
 
BEST ALLIES 
 
 The professor is not your friend.  He cannot be your friend, as he is charged with the weighty responsibility 
of assessing your understanding of the course material and work in an objective manner.  He may act in a 
courteous, kind and helpful manner, but do not mistake that for friendship or laxness. You will find that your 
colleagues have similar backgrounds and experiences and that they can be your best allies in making it through this 
course, just as you will discover in later life.   
 
COURSE POLICIES 


 
 Classroom Decorum  


 
• Because it is disruptive to everyone to have students arrive late and/or leave early, you must be on time for every 


class and you are expected to remain in class until the period is completed, unless there are extraordinary circumstances (e.g., 
you are about to become ill on the person in front of you) or you have informed me of your urgent need to 
leave before the period ends (urgent needs do not include job-related issues).  Consider how you would act 
in a court of law:  would you wander in late or leave early? Many of you may wish to enter the legal 
profession.  Now is the time to begin to act in a manner consistent with the norms and traditions of that 
profession. 


 
• Do not talk (even in a whisper) with any of your neighbors.  It disturbs them and it disturbs me.  If you are 


talking, I presume you have a question about the material and I will ask you about it, as I will quickly learn 
each of your names.   
 


• Do not listen to an iPhone or other electronic device or read a newspaper or other material not previously 
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assigned for class. If you do so, you will be counted ABSENT FOR THE DAY.  Repeated violation of this 
rule will result in a grade of WF or F. 


 
• PLEASE SILENCE YOUR CELL PHONES AND OTHER ELECTORNIC DEVICES.  Repeated 


violation of this rule constitutes “continuous unruly behavior.”  (See Classroom Decorum Policy No. 5 
below). This is critically important during exams. 


 
• Continuous unruly behavior will result in a grade of WF or F.  An example of this is the persistent 


discourtesy of talking in class while someone else (including the instructor) is doing so.  The classroom is 
not a living room, in which one talks during a television show.  If you wish to talk, absent yourself from 
class with the appropriate diminution of your course grade.  


  
 No Excuses 
 


  First, this class operates under a "No-Excuse" policy.  It is incumbent upon you to be responsible for the notes 
and any other occurrences during class given in the unlikely event you miss class.   If you miss class, you NEED 
NOT inform me about it. Because this course is an upper division class, you will quickly learn that if you intend to pass, 
you should plan on regularly attending class, keeping up with the lecture, and completing the assignments as they are 
given.  Even if you do inform me of your absence from class, you are still subject to the terms of the syllabus.   


 
 Seating Chart 
 


 Second, shortly after the course begins, I send around a seating chart to facilitate learning names and the 
Socratic method (discussed below).  Please decide where you would like to sit within the first few days of class. If you 
have vision difficulties, please situate yourself accordingly. 


 
 Accommodations for Physically Challenged Students 
 


 Third, if you are physically challenged, every attempt is made to accommodate your learning needs.  See me by 
the end of the first week of class so that we can make appropriate arrangements.  This class operates in accordance with 
the Office of Student Accessibility Services here at the University and federal guidelines governing the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (1990). 


 
 Plagiarism and Cheating:  Don’t Let it Happen to You! 
 


 Fourth, please consult the policy regarding plagiarism and cheating which is attached.  Each of you must review 
the University policy on the penalties for plagiarism.  Almost every semester, one or more students appropriates the 
published work of someone else, and I have had the unfortunate responsibility of failing those students and seeking 
disciplinary action against them.  You are on notice that I have failed students because they decided to risk their 
academic careers by choosing the easy way out.  I assure you that it is not. 


 
 Caveat Emptor 
 


 Fifth, this is an upper division course with correspondent responsibilities for you.  I expect that you will devote 
between at least 25 hours per week outside of class studying, preparing briefs, reading, and meeting with other 
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students to prepare your oral argument.  Make no mistake: this is not an easy course by any shape or fashion.  If you are 
interested in the legal profession, this course is only a very small taste of what it is like.    


   
 Socratic Method as a Pedagogical Modality 
 


 Sixth, class topics are discussed using the Socratic Method.  This means that you are expected to answer 
questions about the text and material that we have covered in class AND TO HAVE THOUGHT ABOUT ITS 
IMPLICATIONS.  You will quickly learn that one of my favorite questions is, “what does that mean?.”  You are 
expected to read and prepare for discussions.  I assume that the reading for the day will be done for the day that it is 
assigned.  LEARN TO PACE YOURSELF ACCORDINGLY!  
 


 Respect for Colleagues and Their Comments 
 


 Additionally, you are on notice that this course engages in difficult discussions about our political leaders.  
Hopefully we will have intelligent arguments regarding the concepts involved in the course.  Above  
all, everyone will have the right to express their opinions freely and openly without fear of reprisal from other students 
or myself. 


  
 Attendance 
 


 Seventh, I do not have a mandatory attendance policy.  However, I send around attendance sheets at the 
beginning of each class so I know who has attended class, and so I can gauge your class participation even if you do not 
speak in class.  Persons who are "borderline" in their grades may receive the "benefit of the doubt" in the final 
computation of grades if they have frequently attended class.  It is YOUR responsibility to sign the attendance sheet.  
The sheet is sent around at the beginning of each class.  If you are late, you must see me after class to sign it; otherwise 
I will not give you the "benefit of the doubt."  You are responsible for announcements made in class and changes to the 
course syllabus and expectations even if you are absent when such announcements are made.   


  
 Laptops and Audiotaping  
  


 I prohibit the use of laptops in this class.  Laptops, while useful in some contexts, represent a barrier 
between professor and student and actually may make student understanding more difficult as students are 
transformed from learners into typists.  Also, other students’ use of laptops may represent a distraction from lecture 
and class discussion.  If you have concerns about this policy, please see me. You may, however, audiotape the 
lecture. 


 
 Extra Credit 
 


 Ninth, throughout the session there may be several opportunities for you to earn extra credit points.  Prior 
assignments have included pop quizzes on current events, or looking up specific questions that other students or myself 
may ask about the subject material.  This extra credit is announced in class on a sporadic basis.  If you miss class, you 
should check with classmates about missed opportunities.  I reserve the right to NOT provide you the extra credit 
option should you miss the class period that the extra credit was assigned. All extra credit assignments are due the next 
class period after they have been announced in class. 
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 Word Processing Required 
 


 Tenth, all assignments (with the exceptions of exams and quizzes done in class) must be typewritten or word 
processed.  If you do not know how to use a computer or word processor, it is strongly recommended that you learn to 
do so.  If you are concerned about this, please see me.  Numerous tutorials are available on campus to assist you.  You 
should allocate enough time for printer cartridges to run dry and dogs to eat papers and computer disks!  You laugh, 
but trust me:   I have heard every excuse in the book!  Late assignments will receive reduced grades. 


  
 Duplicates of Assignments 
 


 Eleventh, while I have never lost an assignment, I require that you make copies of all work submitted to me in 
the unlikely event that something should happen.  In the event that I should need a copy of the assignment, and you are 
not able to provide it, you cannot receive credit.  Even after I have returned materials to you, please hold on to the 
work until after you have received your grade from the Registrar.  This protects you from any possibility that you might 
receive an erroneous grade. 


  
 Technological Tools 
 


 Twelfth, I require that everyone learn how to use e-mail and the Canvas course site.  Its use can facilitate your 
comprehension of the course material.  I have found that this encourages students to communicate with me about 
questions that they may have regarding the material discussed in class.   You are responsible for any assignments or 
other information that I distribute on Canvas and/or via e-mail or via class announcements, whether you have attended 
that class or not.  If you already have a Knights e-mail account, please do not sign-up for an additional account, but give 
me your address.  You should check your mail at least on a daily basis as I post any changes about class assignments to 
your account. If your email address changes, you are required to notify me of such changes so that you may receive any 
announcements made to the class through such means.  
 
Time-Sensitive Communications and Assignments 
 
 In past semesters, some students have had difficulty submitting assignments to me by the due date and time. 
 This difficulty arises, in part, from their reliance on email and other technologies beyond their control.  
Accordingly, for time-sensitive communications, send me a message through the Canvas email tool, contact me on 
the telephone, or see me in person during office hours.   
 


 Syllabus NOT a Contract 
 


 Finally, this syllabus is not deemed to be a contract.  I reserve the right to change any of the exam times or 
assignments by providing you with a forty-eight hour notice of such changes.  Such changes are either announced in 
class, or sent on e-mail.  Therefore, you are responsible for any changes that may occur during the course of the session. 
 If you are late, you should check to be sure you did not miss any such announcements.  As such, your absence in class 
is not deemed a sufficient excuse as to why work is incomplete.  In the event that the University administration closes 
school for any reason (e.g., hurricane), any assignments or examinations that were scheduled on the day of the canceled 
class will be due at the next regularly scheduled class meeting. 
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TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE, TOPICS AND ASSIGNMENTS 
 
E&W = Epstein and Walker textbook 
M = McCloskey 
 
Weeks 1 and 2 [Aug. 23–Sept. 3] 
 
Readings: 
 


• Syllabus and Other Documentation 
• U.S. Constitution and Amendments, E&W (pp. 716-27) 
• E&W, Chapt. 1 “The U.S. Constitution” (pp. 1-53) 
• M, Chapt. 1, “The Genesis and Nature of Judicial Power” 


  
Assignment: 
 


 Self-Intro due on Canvas (Self-Intro Discussion Topic by Fri., Aug. 27 by 10:30 am) 
 Find appellate case (198 U.S. 45) (due Fri., Sept. 3 at 10:30 am) 
 How to Brief a Case (Canvas Reserve) 


 
Lecture: 


 Course requirements 
 How to Brief a case 
 The Founding, Original Intent and the Structure of the Courts Today  


 
Week 3 [Sept. 6–Sept. 10] 
 


*** NO Class Monday, Sept. 6 (Labor Day Holiday) *** 
 
Reading: 
 


• E&W, Chapt. 2, “The Judiciary” (pp. 54-118) 
• M, Chapt. 2, “The Establishment of the Right to Decide, 1789-1810” 
• Sample brief available on Canvas Reserves 
• Legal Research Overview (Melone, on Canvas Reserves) 


 
Assignment: 


 
 brief Marbury v. Madison, p. 61* 
 brief Martin v. Hunter's Lessee, p. 70 
 brief Flast v. Cohen, p. 111 
 brief Walter L. Nixon v. U.S., p. 103 
 Begin accepting digital or written and dated Moot Court partner, counsel and justice 


requests 
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Lecture: 
 Judicial Review (a.k.a. poor old Marbury!) 
 Introduction to Legal Research 


 
Week 4 [Sept. 13–Sept. 17] 
 
Readings: 


 
• Continue with Prior Reading Assignments 
• M, Chapt. 3, “The Marshall Court and the Shaping of the Nation, 1810-1835” 


 
Assignment: 
 


 all  partner, counsel and justice requests due by Friday, Sept. 17 at 10:30 am 
 brief Ex parte McCardle, p.85 
 brief Baker v. Carr, p.96 
 brief Patchak v. Zinke, p. 89 


 
Lecture: 
 


 Deciding to Decide: The Changing Role of the Supreme Court  
 


Weeks 5 and 6 [Sept. 20–Oct. 1] 
 
Readings: 
 


• E&W, Chapt. 4, “The Executive,” pp. 181-206, pp. 260-63, and Chapt. 5, “Interbranch 
Relations,” pp. 265-333 


• M, Chapt. 4, “The Court Under Taney:  The National History of Judicial Prestige” 
 


Assignment: 
 


 brief Moot Court Case 
 brief In re Neagle, p. 202*  
 brief Ex parte Milligan, p. 290 
 brief Zivotofsky v. Kerry, p. 313 
 brief Dames and Moore v. Regan, p. 311 
 brief The Prize Cases, p. 287 
 brief Korematsu v. U.S., p. 297 
 brief Hamdi v. Rumsfeld, p. 325 


 
Lecture: 


 
 Way Over There:  The President and Foreign Policy 
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 Partner, counsel and justices assigned by Friday, Sept. 24 on Canvas Announcements 
 Overview of legal issues in Moot Court case 


 
*** First Exam, Friday, Oct. 1 *** 


 
Week 7 [Oct. 4–Oct. 8] 
 
Readings: 


 
• E&W, Chapt. 4, “The Executive,” pp. 206-62 
• M, Chapt. 5, “Constitutional Evolution in the Gilded Age, 1865-1900” 


 
Assignment: 
 


 brief Youngstown Sheet and Tube v. Sawyer, p. 305* 
 brief NLRB v. Canning, p. 221 
 brief Nixon v. Fitzgerald, p. 245 
 brief Myers v. United States, p. 227 
 brief Humphrey’s Executor v. United States, p. 232 


 
Lecture:  
 


 The Executive and Domestic Power:  Separation of Powers or Separate Institutions Sharing Power? 
 
Week 8 [Oct. 11–Oct. 15] 
 
Readings:  
 


• E&W (finish reading for prior sections) 
 
Assignment: 
 


 brief Bowsher v. Synar, p. 280 
 brief Morrison v. Olson, p. 215 
 brief Clinton v. City of New York, 209 
 brief Clinton v. Jones, p. 249 
 brief Immigration and Naturalization Services v. Chadha, p. 275 
 brief Mistretta v. U.S., p. 270 


 
Lecture:  
 


 The Executive and Domestic Power:  Separation of Powers or Separate Institutions Sharing Power? 
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Week 9 [Oct. 18–Oct. 22] 
 
Readings:  
 


• E&W, Chapt. 3,  “The Legislature,” pp. 119-179 
• M. Chapt. 6, “The Judiciary and the Regulatory State:  1900-1937” 


 
Assignment: 
 


 Outlines of Moot Court oral argument due for student attorneys; justice biographies due for 
student justices (Monday, October 18 at 10:30 am) – both on Canvas 


 brief Powell v. McCormack, p. 125 
 brief U.S. Term Limits, Inc. v. Thornton, p. 129* 
 brief Gravel v. U.S., p. 137 
 brief South Carolina v. Katzenbach, p. 171 
 brief Watkins v. U.S., p. 159 


 
Lecture:  


 
 Membership Has Its Privileges and Its Responsibilities 


 
Weeks 10 and 11 [Oct. 25–Nov. 5]  
 


*** WITHDRAWAL DEADLINE, FRIDAY, OCT. 29 AT 11:59 PM *** 
Readings: 


 
• E&W, Chapt. 6, “The Power to Tax and Spend,” pp. 515-81 and Chapt. 7, “The Commerce 


Power,” pp. 405-513 
• M. Chapt. 7, “The Modern Court and Postwar America, 1937-1959” 
• Kens, “Not Like Grandma Used to Bake” (found in Judicial Power and Reform Politics:  The 


Anatomy of Lochner v. New York (1990, University Press of Kansas)) (Canvas Reserve) 
 


Assignment: 
 
 brief McCulloch v. Maryland, p. 344 
 brief Gibbons v. Ogden, p. 407 
 brief Hammer v. Dagenhart, p. 425 
 brief NLRB v. Jones Laughlin Steel Corp., p. 443 
 brief Heart of Atlanta Motel v. U.S., p. 458 
 brief U.S. v. Lopez, p. 464 
 brief Wickard v. Filburn, p.454 
 brief South Dakota v. Dole, p. 552 
 brief U.S. v. Morrison, p. 471 
 brief National Federation of Independent Business v. Sebellius, p. 485* 
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Lecture: 
 


 Congress and its Purse Strings 
 


*** Second Exam, Friday, Nov. 5 *** 
 
Week 12 [Nov. 8-12] 
 
Readings: 
 


• E&W, “Nation-State Relations,” pp. 335-40, Chapt. 6, “Federalism,” pp. 341-403 
• M, Chapt. 8, “Civil Liberties, Civil Rights, and the Supreme Court” 


 
Assignment: 
 


 brief Arizona v. U.S,, p. 399 
 brief Missouri v. Holland, p. 389 
 brief Printz v. U.S., p. 373 
 brief Garcia v. San Antonio Metropolitan Transit Authority, p. 362 
 brief Murphy v. NCAA, p. 380 


 
Lecture: 


 
 Federalism at the Crossroads 


 
Week 13 [Nov. 15–Nov. 19] 
 


*** MOOT COURT WEEK *** 
 
Week 14 [Nov. 22–Nov. 26] 
 
Readings: 
 


• E&W, Chapt. 10, “Economic Substantive Due Process,” pp. 617-75 
• M, Chapt. 9, “Judicial Monitoring of the New American Welfare State” 
• M, Chapt. 10, “The Court of Today and the Lessons of History” 


 
Assignment: 


 
 brief The Slaughterhouse Cases, p. 620* 
 brief Lochner v. New York, p. 635 
 brief Caperton v. A.T. Massey Coal, p. 667 
 brief Nebbia v. New York, p. 651 
 brief Kelo v. City of New London, p. 706 
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Lecture: 
 


 Economic Substantive Due Process (as opposed to Procedural Due Process) 
 


*** Wednesday, Nov. 24 and Friday, November 26 are University Holidays  
for Thanksgiving.  Give Thanks! *** 


 
Week 15 [Nov. 29–Dec. 3] 
 


• Summary and Catch-up 
 


Week 16 [Dec. 6–Dec. 10] 
 


*** FINAL EXAM:  MONDAY, DEC. 6, 2021, 10:00 am-11:15 am ***  
Finals scheduled in accordance with University policy 


 
NO EXCEPTIONS TO THIS DATE AND TIME; DO NOT ASK AS I CANNOT GRANT THEM. 
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TOPICS FOR MOOT COURT SIMULATION 
 


The assignments for the Moot Court Simulation comprise twenty percent (20%) of your grade.  Therefore, 
it is important that you spend a significant amount of time preparing both components.  You will be given a citation 
to the case in question by the fourth week of class.  You should begin preliminary research immediately on your 
issue (find your case in the library or online, find scholarly works and journal articles discussing the case, etc.).  
 


You are expected to do approximately 25 additional hours of research (over and above time devoted 
to preparing for regular class assignments) in preparing for your portion of the simulation.  You may use 
research from any published resource you may find.  You are not expected to have access to a law library; however 
you may use such facilities if you wish to do so.  While the case itself will help you substantially in preparing, you 
SHOULD NOT rely solely on the copy of the case you are given for preparing either your participation in oral 
argument.    
 


The objective of this exercise is to help you acquire skills in legal research and writing.  Additionally, the 
exercise is designed to help you develop argumentation and debate abilities.  One goal of this process is to assist you 
in becoming comfortable with doing legal research.  We will have a presentation in class to assist you in conducting 
such research. This will be a class you WILL NOT want to miss. 
 
Professionalism 
 


I expect that you will treat the students you work with as colleagues and cooperate as a team.  Because of 
concerns that some people may be "slackers," you should feel free to consult with me about problems you are 
having.  All discussions will be strictly confidential; however, should the problem become too onerous, I reserve the 
right to have a conference with each of you.  The Moot Court experience is supposed to be fun, not an assignment 
from purgatory.  I anticipate that this will be a valuable experience, and not one that you dread because the people 
you are working with decided to sleep through it.   
 
Topics 
 


The topic for the Moot Court case represents a broad coverage of contemporary cases before the federal 
courts.  It will be a decision where there are good arguments on both sides of the issue.  You are not going to be 
judged based on whether or not the case won or lost, but rather, you will be judged on your ability to analyze the 
legal issues involved in the case.  You should begin doing research as soon as you are assigned the case and certified 
questions.  You will have the opportunity to have some input into the role you play and scheduling requirements.  
Counsel and justice appointments will be assigned on a first come, first serve basis after the announcement is made 
in class.  While every attempt will be made to give you your choice, I am under no legal obligation to make you 
happy, or to satisfy your request.  
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General Policies of the University 
 
Source for these policies:  UCF Faculty Center for Teaching and Learning 
(http://fctl.ucf.edu/TeachingAndLearningResources/CourseDesign/Syllabus/statements.php) 
 
Academic Integrity 
 
Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of Conduct at 
<http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/process/roc>. According to Section 1, “Academic Misconduct,” students are 
prohibited from engaging in: 
  
a. Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information or study aids in 


any academic exercise unless specifically authorized by the instructor of record. The unauthorized 
possession of examination or course-related material also constitutes cheating.  


 
b. Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral means: The presentation of material 


which has not been studied or learned, but rather was obtained through someone else’s efforts and used 
as part of an examination, course assignment, or project.  


 
c. Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to another person, student, and/or 


uploading course material to a third-party (such as coursehero.com) without authorization or without the 
express written permission of the university and the instructor. Course materials include but are not 
limited to class notes, Instructor’s PowerPoints, course syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, instruction sheets, 
homework, study guides, handouts, etc. 


 
d. Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work.  
 
e. Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the source, thereby 


attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s own.  
 
f. Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than once without the express 


written permission of the instructor.  
 
g. Helping another person violate academic behavior standards.  
 
For more information about Academic Integrity, students may consult The Center for Academic Integrity 
<http://www.academicintegrity.org/icai/assets/FVProject.pdf>. 
 
For more information about plagiarism and misuse of sources, see “Defining and Avoiding Plagiarism: The 
WPA Statement on Best Practices” <http://wpacouncil.org/node/9>.  
 
Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating 
 
Students should also familiarize themselves with the procedures for academic misconduct in UCF’s student 
handbook, The Golden Rule <http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/docs/goldenrule.pdf>. UCF faculty members 



http://fctl.ucf.edu/TeachingAndLearningResources/CourseDesign/Syllabus/statements.php

http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/process/roc

http://www.academicintegrity.org/icai/assets/FVProject.pdf

http://wpacouncil.org/node/9

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/docs/goldenrule.pdf
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have a responsibility for students’ education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to prevent unethical 
behavior and when necessary respond to academic misconduct. Penalties can include a failing grade in an 
assignment or in the course, suspension or expulsion from the university, and/or a “Z Designation” on a 
student’s official transcript indicating academic dishonesty, where the final grade for this course will be 
preceded by the letter Z. For more information about the Z Designation, see 
<http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade>.   
 
The Golden Rule: A Handbook for Students (University of Central Florida) defines academic dishonesty as including 
cheating and plagiarism.  Cheating is defined as “unauthorized assistance; communication to another 
through written, visual or oral means.  The presentation of material which has not been studied/learned, but 
obtained through someone else’s efforts and used as part of an examination, course assignment or project 
constitutes a violation.  The unauthorized possession or use of examination or course related material may 
also constitute cheating” (p. 6).  Plagiarism is defined as the deliberate use of another’s work “without any 
indication of source, thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s own.  Any 
student failing to properly credit ideas or materials taken from another is plagiarizing.  Any student who 
knowingly helps another violate academic behavior standards is also in violation of the standards (p.6-7)”. 
 
Normally, the penalty for a violation of this policy is an “F” in the course.    
 
Course Accessibility Statement  
 
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all persons with 
disabilities. Students with disabilities who need disability-related access in this course should contact the 
professor as soon as possible. Students should also connect with Student Accessibility Services (SAS) 
<http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/> (Ferrell Commons 185, sas@ucf.edu, phone 407-823-2371). Through Student 
Accessibility Services, a Course Accessibility Letter may be created and sent to professors, which informs 
faculty of potential access and accommodations that might be reasonable. Determining reasonable access 
and accommodations requires consideration of the course design, course learning objectives and the 
individual academic and course barriers experienced by the student. 
 
COVID-19 Safety Protocols 
 
I recognize and understand the difficult times that we are all now face. The COVID-19 pandemic impacts 
us all in many ways, including physically, mentally, emotionally, financially, academically, and professionally. 
I will work with you on challenges you may be encountering and to provide reasonable support and 
resources to help you succeed. However, please keep in mind that I will hold you accountable, especially in 
terms of class attendance, participation, and assignments. 
 
Statement Regarding Masks in Classrooms 
 
UCF expects, when feasible, that all members of our campus community who are able to do so get 
vaccinated, and we expect all members of our campus community to wear masks indoors, in line with the 
latest CDC guidelines. Masks are required in approved clinical or health care settings. Social distancing is 
also a beneficial practice. 
 



http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade

http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

mailto:sas@ucf.edu

https://fctl.ucf.edu/teaching-resources/course-design/syllabus-statements/

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated.html

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated.html
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Notifications in Case of Changes to Course Modality 
 
If the instructor falls ill during the semester, there may be temporary changes to this course, including 
having a backup instructor take over the course or going remote for a short time. Please look for 
announcements or mail in Webcourses@UCF or Knights email for any temporary alterations to this course. 
 
COVID-19 and Illness Notification 
 
Students who believe they may have been exposed to COVID-19 or who test positive must contact UCF 
Student Health Services (407-823-2509) so proper contact tracing procedures can take place. Students 
should not come to campus if they are ill, are experiencing any symptoms of COVID-19 or have tested 
positive for COVID-19. Students should contact their instructor(s) as soon as possible if they miss class for 
any illness to discuss reasonable adjustments that might need to be made. When possible, students should 
contact their instructor(s) before missing class. 
 
Campus Safety Statement 
 
Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise during class, everyone needs to work together. 
Students should be aware of their surroundings and familiar with some basic safety and security concepts.  
 
• In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance.  


 
• Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall near the door. Students 


should make a note of the guide’s physical location and review the online version at 
<http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html>. 


 
• Students should know the evacuation routes from each of their classrooms and have a plan for finding 


safety in case of an emergency. 
 


• If there is a medical emergency during class, students having appropriate medical training may need to 
access a first-aid kit or AED (Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those are located, see 
<http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/workplacesafety.html> (click on link from menu on left). 


 
• To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text alerts by going to 


<my.ucf.edu> and logging in. Click on “Student Self Service” located on the left side of the screen in the 
toolbar, scroll down to the blue “Personal Information” heading on the Student Center screen, click on 
“UCF Alert”, fill out the information, including e-mail address, cell phone number, and cell phone 
provider, click “Apply” to save the changes, and then click “OK.” 
 


• Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their instructors outside of 
class. 


 
• To learn about how to manage an active-shooter situation on campus or elsewhere, consider viewing this 


video (<https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk>).  
 



https://fctl.ucf.edu/teaching-resources/course-design/syllabus-statements/

https://fctl.ucf.edu/teaching-resources/course-design/syllabus-statements/

http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html

http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/workplacesafety.html

http://my.ucf.edu/

https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk
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Deployed Active Duty Military Students 
 
A deployed, active-duty military student who believes that he/she requires a special accommodation due to 
that unique status should contact the instructor to discuss the circumstances. 
 
Religious Observances 
 
Students may encounter conflicts between the normal class schedule and their honoring major religious 
observances. Students are expected to notify, in writing, the instructor at least two weeks in advance of 
the relevant date if they intend to miss class or miss and assignment to observe a holy day of their religious 
faith. 
 
Notice of Use of Turnitin.com 
 
In this course, I may utilize turnitin.com, an automated system that instructors may use to quickly and easily 
compare each student’s written assignment with billions of websites, as well an enormous database of 
student papers that grows with each student submission.  Accordingly, student assignments may be subject 
to this additional check.  After the assignment is processed, I receive a report from turnitin.com that states if 
and how another person’s work was used in the assignment.  For more detailed information about this 
process, visit http://www.turnitin.com.  
 
[Portions of this Notice of Use of Turnitin.com policy were adapted from “Sample Wording for Syllabus,” 
UCF Office of Student Rights and Responsibilities, Patricia A. MacKown, Director]. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



http://www.turnitin.com/



		Grading Scale (as a Percentage of Total Points)

		Exams

		No Excuses

		Seating Chart

		Accommodations for Physically Challenged Students

		Plagiarism and Cheating:  Don’t Let it Happen to You!

		Caveat Emptor

		Fifth, this is an upper division course with correspondent responsibilities for you.  I expect that you will devote between at least 25 hours per week outside of class studying, preparing briefs, reading, and meeting with other students to prepare yo...

		Socratic Method as a Pedagogical Modality

		Respect for Colleagues and Their Comments

		Attendance

		Laptops and Audiotaping

		I prohibit the use of laptops in this class.  Laptops, while useful in some contexts, represent a barrier between professor and student and actually may make student understanding more difficult as students are transformed from learners into typists....

		Extra Credit

		Word Processing Required

		Duplicates of Assignments

		Technological Tools



		Week 7 [Oct. 4–Oct. 8]

		Week 8 [Oct. 11–Oct. 15]






POS 4961: Exit Course 


Fall 2021 


Instructor Contact 


• Instructor: Nathan Ilderton 


• Office: Howard Phillips Hall 305A (Where's 


This?Links to an external site.) 


• Office Hours:  1:00-4:00 Mondays and 


10:00-1:00 Wednesdays 


• Virtual appointments available by 


appointment. 


• Phone: 407-823-2608 


• E-mail: nathan.ilderton@ucf.edu 


Course Information 


• Course Name: Exit Course 


• Course ID & Section: POS 4961-001  


• Zero Hour Credit Webcourse 


• Semester/Year: Fall 2021 


• Web Only Course 


Course Description 


This is a class for students graduating with degrees in Political Science and International & Global 


Studies.  This webcourse helps students complete the Exit Exam and also provides students resources 


related to graduation.  


The Department of Political Science requires all Political Science and International and Global Studies 


majors to take an Exit Exam during the semester they graduate.  The Exit Exam is a standardized test 


that measures substantive knowledge. The Department uses data from the exit exam to assess its 


majors and continuously improve the services it provides UCF students. 


This is not meant to be a difficult or time-consuming class.  It is graded pass-fail.  We have compiled 


material to address topic particularly useful to graduating seniors so it should be very useful to you.  The 


course is organized in a series of modules.  You must complete all modules and certify your webcourse 


completion in the final module to pass this class. You are also required to complete the SPSIA Field Exam 


to pass this class.  


• Module 1. Start Here  


• Module 2. Graduating from UCF 


• Module 3. Resume Basics 


• Module 4. Job Search Resources 


• Module 5. Applying to Law School 


• Module 6. Applying to Graduate School 


• Module 7. Departmental Exit Surveys 



http://map.ucf.edu/locations/14/howard-phillips-hall-hph/

http://map.ucf.edu/locations/14/howard-phillips-hall-hph/

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1385486/modules/2226257





• Module 8. SPSIA Exit Exam 


• Certification of Webcourse Completion 


You will unlock Modules 2-8 once you complete the "Start Here" Module.  You can complete the 


numbered modules in any order you want, but must complete all of them to complete this 


webcourse.  You can complete most modules by viewing their contents, but Modules 7 and 8 require 


you to submit a survey and quiz, respectively.  After you complete all numbered modules, you should 


certify your course completion. 


START HERE MODULE 


  


Course Objectives  


• Identify resources for successful post-graduation plans,  


• Fulfill exit exam requirements, and 


• Collect data for program assessment purposes. 


Required Texts and Supplemental Readings 


• None (all resources are available as webcourse pages or external links) 


Course Requirements 


Your final grade is based on following component: 


• Completion of the SPSIA Political Science Field Exam or SPSIA International and Global Studies 


Field Exam (depending on your major). 


• Certification of Course Completion (you cannot certify your course completion until you've 


completed prerequisite assignments) 


Missed Assignments/Make-Ups/Extra Credit 


None. 


Late Work 


None. 


Grading Scale 


Satisfactory / Unsatisfactory 


Any missing assignments are treated as 0 scores for the purposes of calculating final course grades. 


Grades of "Incomplete" 


Incomplete grades are given only in situations where unexpected emergencies prevent a student from 


completing the course and the remaining work can be completed the next semester. Your instructor is 



https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1385486/modules/2226257





the final authority on whether you qualify for an incomplete. Incomplete work must be finished by the 


end of the subsequent semester or the “I” will automatically be recorded as an “F” on your transcript. 


Group Work Policy 


There are no group projects in this class.  You are welcome to discuss course material with other 


students, but you are responsible for your own work.  


Academic Honesty 


Plagiarism and cheating of any kind on an examination, quiz, or assignment will result at least in an "F" 


for that assignment (and may, depending on the severity of the case, lead to an "F" for the entire 


course) and may be subject to appropriate referral to the Office of Student ConductLinks to an external 


site. for further action. See the UCF Golden Rule for further information. I will assume for this course 


that you will adhere to the academic creed of this University and will maintain the highest standards of 


academic integrity. In other words, don't cheat by giving answers to others or taking them from anyone 


else. I will also adhere to the highest standards of academic integrity, so please do not ask me to change 


(or expect me to change) your grade illegitimately or to bend or break rules for one person that will not 


apply to everyone. 


Professionalism Policy  


Follow university policy and basic rules of etiquette.  You must behave appropriately in all your class 


interactions.  


University Writing Center 


The University Writing Center (UWC) is a free resource for UCF undergraduates and graduates. At the 


UWC, a trained writing consultant will work individually with you on anything you're writing (in or out of 


class), at any point in the writing process from brainstorming to editing. Appointments are 


recommended, but not required. For more information or to make an appointment, visit the UWC 


websiteLinks to an external site., stop by MOD 608, or call 407.823.2197. 


You do not need to come to the UCF campus to receive help from a trained writing tutor.  As a UCF 


student, you have access to writing tutors at the UCF Online Writing Center.  You can schedule an online 


consultationLinks to an external site. with a writing tutor.  You can get the help you need to complete 


the Final Report of your Civic Engagement Project online at a time convenient to you!  This service is free 


to you.   


Disability Statement 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all persons 


with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students with disabilities 


who need accommodations in this course must contact the professor at the beginning of the semester 


to discuss needed accommodations. No accommodations will be provided until the student has met 


with the professor to request accommodations. Students who need accommodations must be 


registered with Student Accessibility Services, Ferrell Commons, 7F, Room 185, phone (407) 823-2371, 


TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting accommodations from the professor. 


Emergency Procedures and Campus Safety 



http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/faq#students

http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/faq#students

http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://uwc.cah.ucf.edu/

http://uwc.cah.ucf.edu/

http://uwc.cah.ucf.edu/schedule-a-consultation/

http://uwc.cah.ucf.edu/schedule-a-consultation/

http://www.sds.ucf.edu/





Students are encouraged to be aware of their surroundings and familiar with actions to take in various 


types of emergencies.  For more information, see Faculty Center for Teaching and Learning Statement 


on Emergency Procedures and Campus SafetyLinks to an external site.. 


Accommodations for Active Duty Military Students 


If you are a deployed active duty military student and feel that you may need a special accommodation 


due to that unique status, please contact the instructor to discuss your circumstances. 


Religious Observances 


Students are expected to notify their instructor in advance if they intend to miss class to observe a holy 


day of their religious faith (not already reflected in the normal class schedule). See current schedule of 


major religious holidaysLinks to an external site..  For additional information, contact the Office of 


Diversity InitiativesLinks to an external site. at 407-823-6479.  


Copyright 


This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, images, text 


materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use doctrine in order to enhance the 


learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, download or distribute these items. The use of 


these materials is strictly reserved for this online classroom environment and your use only. All 


copyright materials are credited to the copyright holder. 


Third-Party Software and FERPA 


During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or software 


applications sometimes called third-party software such as a blog or wiki. While some of these could be 


required assignments, you need not make any personally identifying information on a public site. Do not 


post or provide any private information about yourself or your classmates. Where appropriate you may 


use a pseudonym or nickname. Some written assignments posted publicly may require personal 


reflection/comments, but the assignments will not require you to disclose any personally identity-


sensitive information. If you have any concerns about this, please contact your instructor. 


Financial Aid Requirement 


As of Fall, 2014, all faculty are required to document students' academic activity at the beginning of 


each course.  In order to document that you began this course, please complete the Evidence of 


Academic Engagement Quiz by the end of the first week of classes or as soon as possible after adding 


the course.  Failure to do so may result in a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid. 


COVID-19 Statement 


University-Wide Face Covering Policy for Common Spaces and Face-to-Face Classes 


To protect members of our community, everyone is required to wear a facial covering inside all common 


spaces including classrooms 


(https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/PolicyEmergencyCOVIDReturnPolicy.pdfLinks to an external site.. 


Students who choose not to wear facial coverings will be asked to leave the classroom by the instructor. 


If they refuse to leave the classroom or put on a facial covering, they may be considered disruptive 



http://www.fctl.ucf.edu/TeachingAndLearningResources/CourseDesign/Syllabus/statements.php#safety

http://www.fctl.ucf.edu/TeachingAndLearningResources/CourseDesign/Syllabus/statements.php#safety

http://www.fctl.ucf.edu/TeachingAndLearningResources/CourseDesign/MajorReligiousHolidays/

http://www.fctl.ucf.edu/TeachingAndLearningResources/CourseDesign/MajorReligiousHolidays/

https://diversity.ucf.edu/

https://diversity.ucf.edu/

https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/PolicyEmergencyCOVIDReturnPolicy.pdf





(please see the Golden RuleLinks to an external site. for student behavior expectations). Faculty have 


the right to cancel class if the safety and well-being of class members are in jeopardy. Students will be 


responsible for the material that would have been covered in class as provided by the instructor. 


Notifications in Case of Changes to Course Modality 


Depending on the course of the pandemic during the semester, the university may make changes to the 


way classes are offered. If that happens, please look for announcements or messages in 


Webcourses@UCF or Knights email about changes specific to this course. 


COVID-19 and Illness Notification 


Students who believe they may have a COVID-19 diagnosis should contact UCF Student Health Services 


(407-823-2509) so proper contact tracing procedures can take place. 


Students should not come to campus if they are ill, are experiencing any symptoms of COVID-19, have 


tested positive for COVID, or if anyone living in their residence has tested positive or is sick with COVID-


19 symptoms. CDC guidance for COVID-19 symptoms is located here: 


(https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html (Links to an external 


site.)) 


Students should contact their instructor(s) as soon as possible if they miss class for any illness reason to 


discuss reasonable adjustments that might need to be made. When possible, students should contact 


their instructor(s) before missing class. 


In Case of Faculty Illness 


If the instructor falls ill during the semester, there may be changes to this course, including having a 


backup instructor take over the course. Please look for announcements or mail in Webcourses@UCF or 


Knights email for any alterations to this course. 


Course Accessibility and Disability COVID-19 Supplemental Statement 


Accommodations may need to be added or adjusted should this course shift from an on-campus to a 


remote format. Students with disabilities should speak with their instructor and should contact 


sas@ucf.edu to discuss specific accommodations for this or other courses. 


Assignments and Due Dates 


Evidence of Academic Engagement Quiz August 27th, 11:59pm 


Graduating IGS or Political Science Majors Exit 
Survey 


December 11th, 11:59pm 


SPSIA IGS or Political Science Exit Exam December 11th, 11:59pm 


Certify Your Webcourses Completion December 11th, 11:59pm 


 



https://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
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Politics of the Middle East 
Fall 2021 


Course Information 


Credit Hours 3 Credit Hours 


Course ID & Section CPO 3403 0W61 


Semester/Year & Location  Fall 2021 World Wide Web 


Prerequisites ENC 1102 or POS 2041 


Corequisites None 


Professor and GTA Contact 


Instructor Dr. Anca Turcu 


Office & Office 
Hours 


Online via Canvas Chat Tuesdays 3:00-5:00 PM 


E-mail 


Anca.Turcu@ucf.edu 


You may also e-mail me by using the Canvas e-mail/ message 
system. I will use that system to send out updates, important 
messages or announcements. If you e-mail me, I will do my best to 
get back to you quickly, but I may take up to 48 hours to answer. 
Please note that I answer e-mails during regular business hours. 


Academic and 
Content Related 


Questions 


If you have questions about the academic material or class 
content, do not hesitate to contact me! Questions, feedback or 
comments are all welcome. For non-academic (not course content 
related questions), please see below. 


Other Contact 
Information 


If you have questions regarding technical support or any other non-
academic, non-course content related issues, you have to seek 
help through the technical support link on the class Home Page. 


GTA N/A 



mailto:Anca.Turcu@ucf.edu?subject=CPO3103





UCF Catalogue Description 


An examination of the dynamics of Middle East politics, including both regional and 
international dimensions.  


Course Description  


The class provides an overview of several countries in the Middle East. Topics covered 
include Islam, historical contexts, national leaders, institutions, international relations 9in 
brief), regional conflicts and alliances. 


Course Objectives and Learning Outcomes 


The course objectives and learning outcomes for Politics of the Middle East (CPO 3403) 
strive to meet the criteria outlined by the Department of Political Science  Academic 
Learning Compacts: https://oeas.ucf.edu/doc/cos/alc_cos_political_science_ba.pdf  


On completing this course students will be able to: 


• describe the main characteristics of the Middle East as a region and of several 
countries in the area  


• discuss politics and policy-making in the Middle East 


• analyze the strengths and shortcomings of governmental systems  


• understand the causes, context and consequences of the Arab Spring movement 


• understand the causes and context of the Arab-Israeli conflict and other conflicts 
in the area 


• evaluate possible paths towards conflict resolution 


 Required Text 


It is imperative that students use only the edition indicated below. Older editions are 


missing important information and will not serve students well. 


“The Middle East” by Ellen Lust (editor), CQ Press/ Sage Publications, 15th Edition, 


(2020) 


Other Materials: Documentaries and Clips  


For several modules in this class, you will be asked to watch documentaries, clips and 
other multimedia materials. Some of these clips will be available for free online via 
YouTube, PBS.org, TED Talks and other sources. For others, you might have to use a 
"Netflix" subscription. I will provide details about these video materials in each individual 
module and provide you with links or a clear indication where you can find the material. 
Not viewing these materials is not an option, since they are a central part of the class 
and quizzes and written assignments will draw on these materials quite extensively. 



https://oeas.ucf.edu/doc/cos/alc_cos_political_science_ba.pdf





Academic Calendar 


Week Topic(s) 
 


Readings 


Intro Week 
(8/23-30) 


Introduction and 


Class Overview 


• Syllabus 


Week 1 
(8/30-9/7) 


The Making of the 
Middle East 


Lust Chapter 1 (For specific pages see 
Module 1 Overview) 


Week 2  
(9/7-13) 


Turkey Lust Chapter 24 (For specific pages see 
Module 2 Overview) 


Week 3 
(9/13-20) 


Iran Lust Chapter 11 (For specific pages see 
Module 3 Overview) 


Week 4  
(9/20- 27) 


Iraq Lust Chapter 12 (For specific pages see 
Module 4 Overview) 


Week 5 
(9/27-10/4) 


Saudi Arabia Lust Chapter 21 (For specific pages see 
Module 5 Overview) 


Week 6  
(10/4-11) 


Yemen Lust Chapter 25 (For specific pages see 
Module 6 Overview) 


Week 7  
(10/11-18) 


Egypt Lust Chapter 10 (For specific pages see 
Module 7 Overview) 


Week 8  
(10/18-25) 


Syria Lust Chapter 22 (For specific pages see 
Module 8 Overview) 


Week 9 
(10/25-11/1) 


The Israeli-
Palestinian Conflict 


Lust Chapter 2 (For specific pages see 
Module 9 Overview) 


Week 10 
(11/1-8) 


Israel 
 
Palestine 


Lust Chapter 13 and 20 (For specific pages 
see Module 10 Overview) 


Week 11  
(11/8-15) 


Afghanistan                 
 


TBA 


Week 12 
(11/15-22) 


Pakistan  
 


TBA 


Week 13 
(11/22-29) 


Start Work on Final 
Paper due 12/6 


None 


Week 14 
(11/29-12/6) 


Complete and 
Submit Final Paper 
by 12/6 


None 







 


Course Requirements 


Weekly Assignments Twelve weekly assignments (starting with Week 1: 8/30-9/7) will 
test your knowledge of the material from the module covered during each week. Your 
two lowest scoring weekly assignments will be dropped at the end of class, leaving you 
with ten weekly assignments scores, worth 7% of your grade each. That is, ten weekly 
assignments will make up 70% of your final grade. If you miss a weekly assignment, or 
fail to submit it on time, you will automatically be assigned a grade of 0 for that 
assignment. Assignments will be available, with the rest of the content for each module, 
on the Monday of each week and will close by the Monday evening (at 11:59 PM EST), 
of the following week. After an assignment closes, I will release grades and correct 
answers within a week and you will have one week to review your answers and let me 
know if you have questions regarding your grade. After that, assignment questions and 
correct answers will no longer be visible. Note that no weekly assignments will be due 
for the introductory week and during the time when you will be working on your final 
paper. Weekly assignments may be quizzes, short essays or discussion posts. On 
some weeks, you might be given a choice between a quiz and a written assignment or 
discussions. More details to follow in the weekly module overviews.  


Final Paper: Students will have to submit a final paper. This paper will be worth 30% of 
your final grade. The final paper will be posted on Monday, 11/22 and will be due on 
Monday, 12/06 at 11:59 PM. Note that the final assignment must be submitted through 
the Canvas online submission system. This system is designed to help me identify 
plagiarism, so make sure to take all necessary measures needed to avoid plagiarism. If 
you are not sure what constitutes plagiarism and how to avoid it, take this UCF library 
tutorial: http://infolit.ucf.edu/students/modules/#article116 Students who cheat, commit 
plagiarism or engage in any other type of dishonest academic behavior will fail the 
class, (will receive an FZ grade) and will also be subject to disciplinary proceedings. 


Please review the UCF Golden Rule: http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/ Please allow for 
plenty of time to complete each assignment, so that you avoid last minute submissions 
and the technical difficulties that sometimes accompany them. Final assignments 
should not be submitted late and will incur a 10 points penalty for every 24 hours delay 
post due date. Final assignments submitted more than 48 hours post due date will not 
be accepted and will be given a grade of 0. Note: students who request a review of final 
paper grading should be aware that I re-grade the whole paper once I receive such a 
request. This may sometimes result in a lower grade than the one previously granted. 


 Due Dates 


Weekly assignments: due weekly on Monday evenings by 11:59 PM EST EXCEPT for 
the Introductory Week. Also, the assignment for Week 1 will be due 9/7 (due to the 
Labor Day holiday). Final Paper: due by 12/06 at 11:59 PM EST. 







Proper Quoting, Referencing and Citations for your Written 


Assignments 


For weekly written assignments and your final paper, make sure to follow thes citation 
and referencing rules: 


All sources used have to be sanctioned by your professor (see prompts and module 
overview for every assignment) Do not use other sources for your answers. 


If you are copy-pasting a text from a source into the assignment, that text should be put 
in inverted commas “…”. This is called a direct quote. It should be followed by a 
parenthetical citation (page number, author, year). 


However, be mindful that most assignments in this class do not allow direct quotes and 
such quotes will not receive credit (see individual assignment prompts). Instead, you 
should paraphrase, in other words, use your own words to summarize and convey the 
same idea. This one too should be followed by a parenthetical citation (page number, 
author, year). 


So, each time you paraphrase or use a source, make sure you use in text parenthetical 
citations. These can be: (page number, author, year)—for textbooks, books, articles, 
other sources such as documentaries. For sources in the module use: for PowerPoints 
(Turcu, current year, module number, slide number); or, for module overviews (Turcu, 
current year, module overview number). 


Make sure to use this in text format to credit every source you use for your answer. Not 
giving credit, or not substantiating an answer with its rightful source may very likely 
result in a serious penalty, as it will very likely constitute plagiarism.  


All sources included in parenthetical citations throughout the text, have to be listed as 
references at the end of the assignment, in APA, MLA or Chicago referencing styles 
(look online for details on each citation style). Just choose one of the styles and stick 
with it. 


Turnitin.com 


In this course we will utilize turnitin.com, an automated system which instructors can 
use to quickly and easily compare each student’s assignment with billions of web sites, 
as well as an enormous database of student papers that grows with each submission. 
Accordingly, you will be expected to submit assignments through the Canvas 
Assignment Tool in electronic format. After the assignment is processed, as an 
instructor I receive a report from turnitin.com that states if and how another author’s 
work was used in the assignment. For a more detailed look at this process, 
visit http://www.turnitin.com. 


 


 



http://www.turnitin.com/





Missed Assignments/Make-Ups 


Students who represent the university in an authorized event or activity (for example, 
student-athletes) and who are unable to meet a course deadline due to a conflict with 
that event must provide the instructor with documentation in advance to arrange a 
make-up. No penalty will be applied. For more information, see the UCF policy.  


I will not grant extensions if you fail to submit your work due to technical difficulties. You 
are solely responsible if you fail to submit a quiz or an assignment due to technical 
difficulties, save for a major natural disaster (i.e. a hurricane). 


In the event of a hurricane, which causes power outages and evacuations, do not panic 
about your online assignments. Your safety and that of your family is your first priority. 
When power is restored, contact me and I will work with you to determine the best 
course of action. Other circumstances, which may be considered "unavoidable", include 
medical or legal emergencies. Pertinent, official documentation, will be required if you 
plan on requesting to make up a quiz or assignment due to unavoidable circumstances. 
You have to submit such documentation no later than a week after the due date of the 
missed assignment has passed. Documentation submitted after that date will not be 
deemed acceptable. 


Extra Credit 


Your professor does not anticipate offering any extra credit assignments in this class. 
Should this change, you will be notified in a timely manner via Canvas e-mail. 


Evaluation and Grading  


Grades will be recorded and released via Canvas. 


Assignment Percentage of Grade 


Weekly Assignments 70% 


Final Paper 30% 


Total 100% 


 


 



http://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-401.1MakeupAssignmentsForAuthorizedUniversityEventsOrCocurricularActivities.pdf





Grading Scale 


Letter Grade Points 


A 93 – 100 


A- 90 – 92 


B+ 87 – 89 


B 83 – 86 


B- 80 – 82 


C+ 77 – 79 


C 73 – 76 


C- 70 – 72 


D+ 67 – 69 


D 63 – 66 


D- 60 – 62 


F 59 and below 


Grading Formula  


Final class grades will not display in Canvas. Use this formula to calculate your final class 
grade! 


 (final project*.30) + [(sum of 10 highest scoring weekly assignments assignments/10) 
*.70] = final grade 


 


 







Attendance Policy 


This course is web-based, fully online and considered a "W" course. Students are 
expected to fully participate in all online activities and to complete all assignments by 
the due dates. 


Participation and a timely completion of work and assignments are both considered 
similar to attendance in a face-to-face class. Assignments that are not turned into 
Canvas before the due date, will receive 0 points. Missed quizzes cannot be retaken. 


Student Complaints and Appeals 


Procedures regarding student complaints and appeals can be found here: 
https://www.sdes.ucf.edu/student-complaints-and-appeals/ 


Deployed Active Duty Military Students 


Students who are deployed active duty military and/or National Guard personnel and 
require accommodation should contact their instructors as soon as possible after the 
semester begins and/or after they receive notification of deployment to make related 
arrangements. 


Religious Observances 


Students must notify their instructor in advance if they intend to miss class for a 
religious observance. For more information, see the UCF policy.  


Academic Honesty 


Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of Conduct. According to 
Section 1, “Academic Misconduct,” students are prohibited from engaging in 


1. Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, 
information or study aids in any academic exercise unless specifically authorized 
by the instructor of record. The unauthorized possession of examination or 
course-related material also constitutes cheating. 


2. Communication to another through written, visual, electronic (including GroupMe 
or similar apps or chat rooms), or oral means: The presentation of material which 
has not been studied or learned, but rather was obtained through someone else’s 
efforts and used as part of an examination, course assignment, or project. 


3. Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to another 
person, student, and/or uploading course material to a third-party vendor without 
authorization or without the express written permission of the university and the 
instructor. Course materials include but are not limited to class notes, Instructor’s 
PowerPoints, course syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, instruction sheets, homework, 
study guides, handouts, etc. 



https://www.sdes.ucf.edu/student-complaints-and-appeals/

http://regulations.ucf.edu/chapter5/documents/5.020ReligiousObservancesFINALOct17.pdf

http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/process/roc





4. Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work. 
5. Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the 


source, thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the 
student’s own. 


6. Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than 
once without the express written permission of the instructor. 


7. Helping another violate academic behavior standards. For more information 
about Academic Integrity, students may consult The Center for Academic 
Integrity. For more information about plagiarism and misuse of sources, see 
“Defining and Avoiding Plagiarism: The WPA Statement on Best Practices.”  


 


Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism and Cheating 


Students should also familiarize themselves with the procedures for academic 
misconduct in UCF’s student handbook, The Golden Rule. UCF faculty members have 
a responsibility for students’ education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to 
prevent unethical behavior and when necessary respond to academic misconduct. 
Penalties can include a failing grade in an assignment or in the course, suspension or 
expulsion from the university, and/or a “Z Designation” on a student’s official transcript 
indicating academic dishonesty, where the final grade for this course will be preceded 
by the letter Z. For more information about the Z Designation, click here.  


Federal Financial Aid Requirement 


UCF must comply with a federal financial aid regulation that states that in order to 
receive federal aid, students must be actively academically engaged (according to a 
federal definition) in each course in which they are enrolled. All faculty are required to 
document students' academic activity at the beginning of each course. Without 
verification of this engagement, students will not receive their aid. 


In order to document that you began this course, you will be required to complete a 


short quiz in Canvas during the first week of classes, no later than end of business on 


the Friday of Introductory Week. Failure to do so may result in a delay in the 


disbursement of students’ financial aid or will mean that students will not receive their 


aid. 


Diversity and Inclusion 


One way to promote a safe and caring classroom community is to encourage each 
student’s unique voice, perspective, and presence. The following diversity statement 
gives professors language for explaining how students’ contributions will be valued: 


The University of Central Florida considers the diversity of its students, faculty, and staff 
to be a strength and critical to its educational mission. UCF expects every member of 



http://www.academicintegrity.org/icai/assets/FVProject.pdf

http://www.academicintegrity.org/icai/assets/FVProject.pdf

http://wpacouncil.org/node/9

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/docs/goldenrule.pdf

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade





the university community to contribute to an inclusive and respectful culture for all in its 
classrooms, work environments, and at campus events. Dimensions of diversity can 
include sex, race, age, national origin, ethnicity, gender identity and expression, 
intellectual and physical ability, sexual orientation, income, faith and non-faith 
perspectives, socio-economic class, political ideology, education, primary language, 
family status, military experience, cognitive style, and communication style. The 
individual intersection of these experiences and characteristics must be valued in our 
community. 


Title IX prohibits sex discrimination, including sexual misconduct, sexual violence, 
sexual harassment, and retaliation. If you or someone you know has been harassed or 
assaulted, you can find resources available to support the victim, including confidential 
resources and information concerning reporting options 
at www.shield.ucf.edu and http://cares.sdes.ucf.edu/. 


If there are aspects of the design, instruction, and/or experiences within this course that 
result in barriers to your inclusion or accurate assessment of achievement, please notify 
the instructor as soon as possible and/or contact Student Accessibility Services. 


For more information on diversity and inclusion, Title IX, accessibility, or UCF’s 
complaint processes contact: 


• Title IX – OIE – http://oie.ucf.edu/ & askanadvocate@ucf.edu 
• Disability Accommodation – Student Accessibility Services 


– http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/ & sas@ucf.edu 
• Diversity and Inclusion Training and Events – www.diversity.ucf.edu 
• Student Bias Grievances – Just Knights response team – http://jkrt.sdes.ucf.edu/ 
• UCF Compliance and Ethics Office 


– http://compliance.ucf.edu/ & complianceandethics@ucf.edu 
• Ombuds Office – http://www.ombuds.ucf.edu 


 


UCF Cares: Resources for Students’ Personal Wellbeing 


During your UCF career, you may experience challenges including struggles with 
academics, finances, or your personal well-being. UCF has a multitude of resources 
available to all students. Please visit UCFCares.com if you are seeking resources and 
support, or if you are worried about a friend or classmate. Free services and information 
are included for a variety of student concerns, including but not limited to alcohol use, 
bias incidents, mental health concerns, and financial challenges. You can also e-
mail ucfcares@ucf.edu with questions or for additional assistance. You can reach a 
UCF Cares staff member between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. by calling 407-823-5607. If you are 
in immediate distress, please call Counseling and Psychological Services to speak 
directly with a counselor 24/7 at 407-823-2811, or please call 911. 



http://www.shield.ucf.edu/

http://cares.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://oie.ucf.edu/

mailto:askanadvocate@ucf.edu

http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

mailto:sas@ucf.edu
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http://jkrt.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://compliance.ucf.edu/

mailto:complianceandethics@ucf.edu

http://www.ombuds.ucf.edu/

http://ucfcares.com/
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Student Accessibility 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all 
persons with disabilities. Students with disabilities who need disability-related access in 
this course should contact the professor as soon as possible. Students should also 
connect with Student Accessibility Services (SAS) <http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/> (Ferrell 
Commons 185, sas@ucf.edu, phone 407-823-2371). Through Student Accessibility 
Services, a Course Accessibility Letter may be created and sent to professors, which 
informs faculty of potential access and accommodations that might be reasonable. 
Determining reasonable access and accommodations requires consideration of the 
course design, course learning objectives and the individual academic and course 
barriers experienced by the student. 


Campus Safety Statement for Students in Online-Only Courses 


Though most emergency situations are primarily relevant to courses that meet in 
person, such incidents can also impact online students, either when they are on or near 
campus to participate in other courses or activities or when their course work is affected 
by off-campus emergencies. The following policies apply to courses in online 
modalities.  


To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text 
alerts by going to ucf.edu and logging in. Click on “Student Self Service” located on the 
left side of the screen in the toolbar, scroll down to the blue “Personal Information” 
heading on the Student Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the information, 
including e-mail address, cell phone number, and cell phone provider, click “Apply” to 
save the changes, and then click “OK.” Students with special needs related to 
emergency situations should speak with their instructors outside of class. 


Viruses 


A virus can spell disaster. Your use of a reputable anti-virus program is a requirement 
for participation in this course (good ones include McAfee or Norton). 


Also, back up your files: “My hard drive crashed.” “My modem doesn’t work.” “My printer 
is out of ink.” These are today’s equivalents of “My dog ate my homework.” These 
events really do occur and they are really inconvenient when they do. However, these 
are not valid excuses for failing to get your work in on time. 


E-mail Protocols 


E-mail will be an integral part of this course. Make sure you: Check your e-mail at least 
once every 48 hours during regular business hours (more often is better). 



http://my.ucf.edu/





Be patient. Don’t expect an immediate response when you send a message. Generally, 
two business days is considered reasonable amount of time to receive a reply. Please 
note that your professor only checks and answers to e-mails during regular business 
hours. 


Include “Subject” headings: use something that is descriptive and refer to a particular 
assignment or topic. 


Be courteous and considerate. Being honest and expressing yourself freely is very 
important, but being considerate of others online is just as important as in the 
classroom. 


Make every effort to be clear. Online communication lacks the nonverbal cues that fill in 
much of the meaning in face-to-face communication. 


Do not use all caps. This makes the message very hard to read and is considered 
“shouting.” Check spelling, grammar, and punctuation (you may want to compose in a 
word processor, then cut and paste the message into the discussion or e-mail). 


Break up large blocks of text into paragraphs and use a space between paragraphs. 


Sign your e-mail messages. 


Never assume that your e-mail can be read by no one except yourself; others may be 
able to read or access your mail. Never send or keep anything that you would mind 
seeing on the evening news. 


Copyright 


This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, 
images, text materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use 
doctrine in order to enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, 
download or distribute these items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for 
this online classroom environment and your use only. All copyright materials are 
credited to the copyright holder. 


Technical Assistance 


For specific problems in any of the areas below or for further information go to the 
corresponding link for assistance. 


UCF Home Page will help find UCF resources. 


UCF Service Desk – You can also call the Service Desk at 407-823-5117. 







Learning Online This site provides information on study skills for distance learners, the 
library and the writing center. 


Buying a new computer or upgrading your current equipment – 
http://www.cstore.ucf.edu/ 


Technical Discussion Topic: If you have technical questions and/or problems, please 
post a message to the Technical Discussion Topic. I encourage members of the class 
who are technically proficient to also monitor this discussion topic and assist your 
classmates. 


If your equipment problems prevent you from using e-mail from home, there are many 
computer labs on campus and virtually every public library offers Internet access. 


Third-Party Software and FERPA 


During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or 
software applications sometimes called third-party software such as a blog or wiki. 
While some of these could be required assignments, you need not make any personally 
identifying information on a public site. Do not post or provide any private information 
about yourself or your classmates. Where appropriate you may use a pseudonym or 
nickname. Some written assignments posted publicly may require personal 
reflection/comments, but the assignments will not require you to disclose any personally 
identity-sensitive information. If you have any concerns about this, please contact your 
instructor. 


Statement Regarding COVID-19 


Notifications in Case of Changes to Course Modality 


Depending on the course of the pandemic during the semester, the university may 
make changes to the way classes are offered. If that happens, please look for 
announcements or messages in Webcourses@UCF or Knights email about changes 
specific to this course. 


COVID-19 and Illness Notification 


Students who believe they may have a COVID-19 diagnosis should contact UCF 
Student Health Services (407-823-2509) so proper contact tracing procedures can take 
place. 


Students should not come to campus if they are ill, are experiencing any symptoms of 
COVID-19, have tested positive for COVID, or if anyone living in their residence has 
tested positive or is sick with COVID-19 symptoms. CDC guidance for COVID-19 
symptoms is located here: (https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-
testing/symptoms.html) 



https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html





Students should contact their instructor(s) as soon as possible if they miss class for any 
illness reason to discuss reasonable adjustments that might need to be made. When 
possible, students should contact their instructor(s) before missing class. 


In Case of Faculty Illness 


If the instructor falls ill during the semester, there may be changes to this course, 
including having a backup instructor take over the course. Please look for 
announcements or mail in Webcourses@UCF or Knights email for any alterations to this 
course. 


Course Accessibility and Disability COVID-19 Supplemental Statement 


Accommodations may need to be added or adjusted should this course shift from an on-
campus to a remote format. Students with disabilities should speak with their instructor 
and should contact sas@ucf.edu to discuss specific accommodations for this or other 
courses. 


Important Disclaimer 


These descriptions and timelines are subject to change at the discretion of the 
professor. I will provide notification of such changes in a timely manner. 
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POS2041 (92630), American National Government  


Fall Term 2021 Syllabus 


(August 23 – December 11) 


(Traditional/Lecture Course Format) 


(Tuesday & Thursday, 4:30 – 5:45 P.M., MSB (0360)) 


(3 Credit hours) 


   


Part 1: General Course Information. 


Instructor: Alvin (AJ) Quackenbush 


Email: alvin.quackenbush@ucf.edu 


  


Office Hours: Fall 2021, online via Webcourses: Tuesday and Thursday from 1:30 – 2:30 P.M. 


and by appointment. 


  


Political Science Department Office: Howard Phillips Hall, Room 302 


Phone: (407) 823-2608   


Website: http://politicalscience.cos.ucf.edu/ 


  


Required Materials: We The People, An Introduction to American Politics, Essentials 


12th Edition (Ginsburg, Lowi, Weir, and Tolbert).  ISBN: 9780393679670 


 


Course Description: (3 Credits) 


American National Government: A study of the dynamics of American national government, 


including its structure, organization, powers, and procedures. 


  







Major Course Learning Outcomes: 


1. Students will develop and demonstrate an understanding of the basic principles and practices 


of American democracy and how they are applied in our republican form of government. 


2. Students will develop and demonstrate an understanding of the United States Constitution 


and its application. 


3. Students will develop and demonstrate knowledge of the founding documents and how they 


have shaped the nature and functions of our institutions of self-governance. 


4. Students will develop and demonstrate an understanding of landmark Supreme Court cases, 


landmark legislation, and landmark executive actions and their impact on law and society. 


  


Topics and Discussion:  


Please keep in mind that in this course we will be analyzing and debating topics that are current, 


relevant, political, and sometimes controversial.  Some students may find that certain topics hard 


to discuss and there may be a level of discomfort.  Please keep in mind that the intent is to 


promote critical thinking, present alternative ideas, challenge preconceptions, and deepen 


important conversations.   


It is natural for students to sometimes feel overwhelmed.  If this happens, please advise me in 


class or afterwards via email. As always, the goal is to maintain a safe space for learning 


 


Part 2: Classroom Policies. 


Grading: Please keep in mind that all students are graded according to the same standards.  My 


goal is to be fair and consistent.  As a result, I do not make special exceptions for students that 


are not given to the entire class.  Also, students are not given special assignments that are not 


offered to everyone.  This would be unfair to the class.  Additionally, written assignments are 


graded according to course rubrics and assignment directions; points are NEVER taken off 


because of someone’s political ideology, party preference, or my personal views.  Any comments 


in that regard are not deductions.  They are designed to invoke critical thinking, present 


alternative ideas, suggest other narratives, challenge your arguments, etc.    


Attendance: Regular class attendance is expected.  There is a direct correlation between class 


attendance and overall success in the course.  All instructors/faculty are required to document 


students’ academic activity at the beginning of each course. In order to document that you began 


this course, please complete the following academic activity by the end of the first week of 


classes or as soon as possible after adding the course. Failure to do so may result in a delay in the 


disbursement of your financial aid.  There will be a 10 point syllabus quiz due on Friday, August 


27th during the first week of the semester to ensure student attendance in the course. 







Tardiness: Students who are coming to class are expected to be on time.  Students who are tardy 


disrupt other students and the overall learning environment, so tardiness is not 


acceptable.  Students who habitually disturb the class by talking, arriving late, etc., and have 


been warned may suffer a reduction in their final class grade. 


Email: It is the policy of this professor to communicate with you via UCF email or the 


Webcourses message system. Failure to check for e-mail messages will not be accepted as an 


excuse for missed work. 


Cell Phone:  Students are required to turn off all cell phones and electronic devices before the 


beginning of class because they can disrupt the learning environment. This means no text 


messaging!  If a cell phone vibrates or is audible, the student may be asked to leave for the 


remainder of the class.  If there is an emergency situation warranting the use of a cell phone 


during class time, the student must notify the professor in writing prior to the beginning of class. 


During a testing situation, if a cell phone vibrates or is audible, the student’s test or examination 


will be collected and the student will be asked to leave without an option for completion. 


Laptop Computers: Students may use their laptop, tablet, or “mini-computer’ (smart phone) 


during class to take notes or to access the Internet for research.  A student who uses this freedom 


in an inappropriate fashion may be asked to leave the class for that day or to turn off their laptop 


or phone.   


Protected Course Learning Materials:  Please keep in mind that students are not permitted to take 


personal video in class.  Also, all course learning materials are protected information and cannot 


be shared via social media or outside of the class canvas page.  In order to maintain a 


comfortable and private learning environment, students should not take screen shots of the 


course website.  This is to protect the privacy rights of you and your fellow students.  Such 


conduct may be determined to be a violation university policy and the student code of 


conduct.  Please see the "University Policies" section below for more information. 


  


 Part 3: Assignments. 


1. Syllabus Quiz: There will be a 10 point syllabus quiz due on Friday, August 27th during 


the first week of the semester to ensure student attendance in the course. 


2. Chapter Inquisitive Assignments: There will be 15 chapter Inquisitive assignments that 


you will complete online using UCF Webcourses. Inquizitive is an online course 


management system that can be accessed through webcourses to an external site. 


***Although these assignments are completed outside of class you are expected to do 


your own work.  Students needing assistance with Webcourses should call (407) 823-


0407.  Late Work Policy: You are expected to complete the chapter Inquisitive 


assignments by the dates indicated in the syllabus.  Assignments can be completed up 


until the exam that covers those chapters.  However, you will not be able to complete 







assignments after the scheduled course exam for that material.  See the course schedule in 


the syllabus for all chapter inquisitive assignment due dates.*** 


3. Examinations: There will be three exams during the semester. The exams will consist of a 


variety of multiple choice, true/false, and/or fill in the blank type questions. Any student 


not completing an exam will receive 0 of those possible points, and this will impact the 


final average in the course. Late Work Policy: The exams must be taken on or before the 


date indicated in the syllabus.  Again, no makeup exams are available without the explicit 


consent of the instructor, which shall only be granted in cases of documented 


emergences.  All make up exams will be short answer and essay format only. 


**All graded materials in this course will be returned individually only by request. You can 


access your scores at any time using the Grades section of Webcourses@UCF.  Please note that 


scores returned mid-semester are unofficial grades**. 


   


Part 4: Basis for Grade. 


Evaluation: Your grade will be determined by grades on a syllabus quiz, 15 Inquizitive 


assignments, and 3 Examinations.   


Syllabus Quiz: 10 points (2%) 


15 Inquizitive Assignments (10 points each, 150 total, 33%) 


3 Examinations: 100 points each (300 total, 65%) 


460 Total Points 


  


Grading Scale: 


90 - 100 = A 


80 - 89 = B 


70 - 79 = C 


60 - 69 = D 


59 and below = F 


   







Part 5: University Policies. 


University Policies: The UCF Golden Rule Student Handbook is 


at http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/ and UCF policies and procedures can be found 


at http://policies.ucf.edu/. 


Withdrawal Policy: Withdrawal for each term begins after "Late Registration and Add/Drop" 


ends. Students may withdraw from a class and receive the notation of "W" until the date noted in 


the "Academic Calendar" of the Schedule Web Guide. A student may withdraw from courses 


using myUCF at https://my.ucf.edu, or by visiting the Registrar's Office (Millican Hall 161), 


certain college advising offices, or a Regional Campus records office. For a complete policy 


more information on withdrawals please go tohttps://www.academicservices.ucf.edu/ 


Student Code of Classroom Conduct: UCF is dedicated not only to the advancement of 


knowledge and learning, but is concerned with the development of responsible personal and 


social conduct.  By enrolling at the university, a student assumes the responsibility for becoming 


familiar with and abiding by the general rules of conduct.  The primary responsibility for 


managing the classroom environment rests with the professor.  Students who engage in any 


prohibited or unlawful acts that result in disruption of a class may be directed by the professor to 


leave the class.  Violation of any UCF policies/procedures or classroom rules may lead to 


disciplinary action up to and including expulsion from the University.  Disciplinary action could 


include being withdrawn from the class, disciplinary warning, probation, suspension, expulsion, 


or other appropriate and authorized actions. So, act mature, treating others with respect, verbally 


or online. The UCF Student Code of Conduct is in the current Student handbook and more 


information can be found at http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/. 


Ethics: As reflected in the UCF creed, integrity and scholarship are core values that should guide 


our conduct and decisions as members of the UCF community. Plagiarism and cheating 


contradict these values, and so are very serious academic offenses. Penalties can include a failing 


grade in an assignment or in the course, or suspension or expulsion from the university. Students 


are expected to familiarize themselves with and follow the University’s Rules of Conduct 


(see http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/). 


Academic Integrity/Plagiarism: Plagiarism and Cheating of any kind on an examination, quiz, or 


assignment will result at least in an "F" for that assignment (and may, depending on the severity 


of the case, lead to an "F" for the entire course) and may be subject to appropriate referral to the 


Office of Student Conduct for further action. See the UCF Golden Rule for further information. I 


will assume for this course that you will adhere to the academic creed of this University and will 


maintain the highest standards of academic integrity. In other words, don't cheat by giving 


answers to others or taking them from anyone else. I will also adhere to the highest standards of 


academic integrity, so please do not ask me to change (or expect me to change) your grade 


illegitimately or to bend or break rules for one person that will not apply to everyone. 


Turnitin.com: In this course we may utilize turnitin.com, an automated system which instructors 


can use to quickly and easily compare each student's assignment with billions of web sites, as 


well as an enormous database of student papers that grows with each submission. Accordingly, 
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you may be expected to submit assignments in both hard copy and electronic format. After the 


assignment is processed, as an instructor I receive a report from turnitin.com that states if and 


how another author’s work was used in the assignment. For a more detailed look at this process, 


visit http://www.turnitin.com (Links to an external site.). 


Religious Observances: Students are expected to notify their instructor in advance if they intend 


to miss class to observe a holy day of their religious faith. For a current schedule of major 


religious holidays, see the Faculty Center’s main web page under “Calendars,” and for additional 


information, contact the Office of Diversity Initiatives at 407-823-6479. 


Course Accessibility: It is my goal that this class be an accessible and welcoming experience for 


all students, including those with disabilities that may impact learning in this class. If anyone 


believes the design of this course poses barriers to effectively participating and/or demonstrating 


learning in this course, please meet with me (with or without a Student Accessibility Services 


(SAS) accommodation letter) to discuss reasonable options or adjustments. During our 


discussion, I may suggest the possibility/necessity of your contacting SAS (Ferrell Commons 


185; 407-823-2371; sas@ucf.edu) to talk about academic accommodations. You are welcome to 


talk to me at any point in the semester about course design concerns, but it is always best if we 


can talk at least one week prior to the need for any modifications. 


In-Class Recording Policy: Outside of the notetaking and recording services offered by Student 


Accessibility Services, the creation of an audio or video recording of all or part of a class for 


personal use is allowed only with the advance and explicit written consent of the instructor. Such 


recordings are only acceptable in the context of personal, private studying and notetaking and are 


not authorized to be shared with anyone without the separate written approval of the instructor. 


Deployed Active Duty Military Students: Students who are deployed active duty military and/or 


National Guard personnel and require accommodation should contact their instructors as soon as 


possible after the semester begins and/or after they receive notification of deployment to make 


related arrangements. 


Disclaimer: Changes in the syllabus and/or schedule may be made at any time during the term by 


announcement of the professor.  It is your responsibility to stay informed of any changes. 


Diversity and Inclusion: One way to promote a safe and caring classroom community is to 


encourage each student’s unique voice, perspective, and presence. The following diversity 


statement gives professors language for explaining how students’ contributions will be valued: 


The University of Central Florida considers the diversity of its students, faculty, and staff to be a 


strength and critical to its educational mission. UCF expects every member of the university 


community to contribute to an inclusive and respectful culture for all in its classrooms, work 


environments, and at campus events. Dimensions of diversity can include sex, race, age, national 


origin, ethnicity, gender identity and expression, intellectual and physical ability, sexual 


orientation, income, faith and non-faith perspectives, socio-economic class, political ideology, 


education, primary language, family status, military experience, cognitive style, and 
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communication style. The individual intersection of these experiences and characteristics must 


be valued in our community. 


Title IX prohibits sex discrimination, including sexual misconduct, sexual violence, sexual 


harassment, and retaliation. If you or someone you know has been harassed or assaulted, you can 


find resources available to support the victim, including confidential resources and information 


concerning reporting options at www.shield.ucf.edu and http://cares.sdes.ucf.edu/. 


If there are aspects of the design, instruction, and/or experiences within this course that result in 


barriers to your inclusion or accurate assessment of achievement, please notify the instructor as 


soon as possible and/or contact Student Accessibility Services. 


For more information on diversity and inclusion, Title IX, accessibility, or UCF’s complaint 


processes contact: 


 Title IX – OIE – http://oie.ucf.edu/ & askanadvocate@ucf.edu 


 Disability Accommodation – Student Accessibility Services 


– http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/ & sas@ucf.edu 


 Diversity and Inclusion Training and Events – www.diversity.ucf.edu 


 Student Bias Grievances – Just Knights response team – http://jkrt.sdes.ucf.edu/ 


 UCF Compliance and Ethics Office 


– http://compliance.ucf.edu/ & complianceandethics@ucf.edu 


 Ombuds Office – http://www.ombuds.ucf.edu 


  


Part 6: Campus Safety Statement.  


Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise during class, everyone needs to work 


together. Students should be aware of their surroundings and familiar with some basic safety and 


security concepts.  


 In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance. 


 Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall near the 


door. Students should make a note of the guide’s physical location and review the online 


version at <http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html>. 


 Students should know the evacuation routes from each of their classrooms and have a 


plan for finding safety in case of an emergency. 


 If there is a medical emergency during class, students may need to access a first-aid kit or 


AED (Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those are located, see 


<http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/AEDlocations-UCF> (click on link from menu on left). 


 To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text 


alerts by going to <https://my.ucf.edu> and logging in. Click on “Student Self Service” 


located on the left side of the screen in the toolbar, scroll down to the blue “Personal 


Information” heading on the Student Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the 
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information, including e-mail address, cell phone number, and cell phone provider, click 


“Apply” to save the changes, and then click “OK.” 


 Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their 


instructors outside of class. 


 To learn about how to manage an active-shooter situation on campus or elsewhere, 


consider viewing this video (<You CAN Survive an Active Shooter>). 


   


Part 7: University COVID Policies 


University-Wide Face Covering Policy for Common Spaces and Face-to-Face Classes 


The University expectation is that students, faculty and staff wear masks while indoors, in line 


with CDC guidance and with Florida’s State University System and in an effort to help protect 


our campus community. However, neither the university nor individual faculty and staff 


members may require individuals to wear masks if they choose not to do so. 


  


Notifications in Case of Changes to Course Modality 


Depending on the course of the pandemic during the semester, the university may make changes 


to the way classes are offered. If that happens, please look for announcements or messages in 


Webcourses@UCF or Knights email about changes specific to this course. 


  


COVID-19 and Illness Notification 


Students who believe they may have a COVID-19 diagnosis should contact UCF Student Health 


Services (407-823-2509) so proper contact tracing procedures can take place. 


Students should not come to campus if they are ill, are experiencing any symptoms of COVID-


19, have tested positive for COVID, or if anyone living in their residence has tested positive or is 


sick with COVID-19 symptoms. CDC guidance for COVID-19 symptoms is located here: 


(https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html) 


Students should contact their instructor(s) as soon as possible if they miss class for any illness 


reason to discuss reasonable adjustments that might need to be made. When possible, students 


should contact their instructor(s) before missing class. 


In Case of Faculty Illness 



https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk
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If the instructor falls ill during the semester, there may be changes to this course, including 


having a backup instructor take over the course. Please look for announcements or mail in 


Webcourses@UCF or Knights email for any alterations to this course. 


 


Course Accessibility and Disability COVID-19 Supplemental Statement 


Accommodations may need to be added or adjusted should this course shift from an on-campus 


to a remote format. Students with disabilities should speak with their instructor and should 


contact sas@ucf.edu to discuss specific accommodations for this or other courses. 


Should this course shift to remote-only instruction, the university has provided several resources 


to assist students with learning: https://digitallearning.ucf.edu/newsroom/keeplearning/ 


 


Technology Access – Depending upon modality, this course might need to shift to remote or 


fully online instruction based on medical guidance. This course also could be fully online and 


thus it may require access to additional technology. If students do not have proper access to 


technology, including a computer and reliable Wi-Fi, please let the instructor know as soon as 


possible. Information about technology lending can be found 


at https://it.ucf.edu/techcommons/ and https://library.ucf.edu/libtech. 


  


 


Part 8: Course Schedule. 


Fall 2021, August 23 – December 11, Traditional, Face-to Face Course Format 


Course Schedule: (UCF Calendars are at https://calendar.ucf.edu/2021/fall) 


All the dates and assignments listed below are tentative and can be changed at the discretion of 


the professor with proper notification via UCF email. 


  


Week 1: (August 23 – 29), Drop Refund Deadline August 27. 


Chapter 1: Introduction: The Citizen and Government 


Syllabus Quiz due by 5:00 pm, on Friday, August 27th at 5:00 P.M.  


How to use Inquizitive and Chapter 1 due August 29. 
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Week 2: (August 30 – September 5) 


Chapter 2: The Founding and the Constitution 


Chapter 2 Inquizitive due September 5. 


 


Week 3: (September 6 – 12) 


Chapter 3: Federalism 


Chapter 3 Inquizitive due September 12. 


  


Week 4: (September 13 – 19) 


Chapter 4: Civil Liberties and Civil Rights 


Chapter 4 Inquizitive due September 19. 


  


Week 5: (September 20 – 26) 


Exam 1: Chapters 1 - 4, Thursday, September 23rd in class.   


 


Week 6: (September 27 – October 3) 


Chapter 5: Public Opinion 


Chapter 6: The Media 


Chapters 5 and 6 Inquizitive due October 3. 


 


Week 7: (October 4 – 10) 


Chapter 7: Political Parties, Participation, and Elections 







Chapter 7 Inquizitive due October 10. 


 


Week 8: (October 11 – 17) 


Chapter 8: Interest Groups 


Chapter 8 Inquizitive due October 17 


 


Week 9: (October 18 – 24) 


Chapter 9: Congress 


Chapter 9 Inquizitive due October 24. 


  


Week 10: (October 25 – 31), October 29 – Withdrawal Deadline. 


Exam 2: Chapters 5 - 9, Thursday, October 28th in class.    


  


Week 11: (November 1 – 7)  


Chapter 10: The Presidency 


Chapter 10 Inquizitive due November 7. 


 


Week 12: (November 8 – 14) 


Chapter 11: Bureaucracy 


Chapter 11 Inquizitive due November 14. 


 


Week 13: (November 15 – 21) 


Chapter 12: The Federal Courts 







Chapter 12 Inquizitive due November 24 


 


Week 14: (November 22 – 28), November 24 – 26, no class – Thanksgiving Break. 


Chapter 13: Domestic Policy  


Chapter 13 Inquizitive due November 28. 


 


Week 15: (November 29 – December 6) 


Chapter 14: Foreign Policy  


Chapter 14 Inquizitive due December 6. 


 


Week 16: (December 6 – 11), Final Exam Period.   


Examination 3: December 9, from 4:00 – 6:50 pm.  Chapters 10 - 14. 


 








INR 2002 
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS THEORY AND PRACTICE 


 
Dr. Robert L. Bledsoe    OFFICE: Phillips Hall 102”B” 
10:30-11:20MWF    HOURS:9:00-10:00;1:00-3:00MWF 
CB1-319                                                                          (or by appointment) 
robert.bledsoe@ucf.edu     
      
 


Course Outline 
 


1. Course Objectives.  This one semester course is designed to: 
 (1)  introduce you to the fundamentals of the international system; 
 (2)  gain awareness of how there can be differing views about that system 
 (3)  think critically about trends, processes, and issues; 
  
 The primary purpose of the course is to provide the basic tools for any student to 
better understand the world in which we live and how it is viewed from various 
lens/perspectives.  It is part of the required core of the International and Global Studies 
major and one of the options for the International/Comparative track in the Political 
Science major. 
 
2. Course Requirements.  The course will consist of a series of lectures focusing  
upon the topics and issues outlined in Section 5.  You are encouraged to ask questions, 
inject personal observations, and challenge the assertions of the professor.  Attend all 
class meetings.  While no formal record of attendance is kept, you will find that failure to 
attend class will soon be reflected in your course performance, as lecture material will 
often not be found in your reading assignments.  Read and master the material in the 
assignments.  These are found in the textbook for the course: 
 
 Joseph Grieco, G. John Ikenberry, and Michael Mastanduno, Introduction to 
International Relations: Perspectives, Connections, and Enduring Questions. Macmillan 
(2019). ISBN 9781352004229 (ebook ISBN 9781352004236) 
(publisher’s web link   https:www.macmillanihe.com/page/politics-and-international-
relations) 
 
This is the only textbook required for the course.  Reading the assignments and keeping 
up with the lectures is your responsibility.  No specific pages of reading will be given 
from one lecture to another.  Pace yourself according to the topics under consideration 
during lecture periods.  In addition to the textbook, there will be video assignments. 
 
We have a site on Webcourses@ucf.edu and you have an initial assignment to complete 
there, so log in and review.  All grades will be posted there as well as announcements, 
updates, links to other materials, etc. 
 







The School of Politics, Security, and International Affairs has scheduled open lab hours 
in HPH 310 and in HPH 312 computers are available from 8-5M-F. 
 
Optional Research Project:  You have the option of doing a debate project that can 
substitute for a missed or poor exam.  The following are suggested topics: 
 
Is the Paris Climate Change Agreement a Constructive Response to the Global Climate 
Crisis? 
Is China Emerging as a Global or a Regional Power? 
Is Nationalism a Constructive or Destabilizing Force? 
Should the United States Continue Drone Strikes Overseas? 
Is a Two-State Solution Viable for the Israeli-Palestinian Dispute? 
Was the United States Justified in Attacking Iraq? 
Is Globalization Good for the International System? 
Is Afghanistan Ready for an American Exit Strategy? 
Should an International Piracy Court be Established? 
Does Foreign Aid Help Third World Development? 
Should the International Criminal Court be Abolished? 
Is the World Trade Organization Obsolete? 
Can Alternative Energy Sources Replace Fossil Fuels? 
Should the High Seas be Closed to Fishing? 
Should the Ban on Commercial Whaling be Maintained? 
Can Offshore Aquaculture Replace Commercial Fishing? 
Should the United States Join the Mine Ban Treaty? 
Is the Chinese Belt and Road Initiative a Global Threat? 
Is China’s South China Seas Claim Defensible? 
Should Plastics be Banned? 
Should Arctic Development be Banned? 
Should Population Growth be Regulated? 
Should Taiwan Become an Independent Country? 
Should Puerto Rico Become a State? 
 
This list is not exhaustive but you must clear suggested topics not on the list with the 
instructor.  You will research and present both sides of the debate for your selected topic 
in a 4-8 page (suggested) typed, footnoted, double-spaced paper with bibliography.  The 
deadline for you e-mailing me your topic is Friday, Sept. 10th at 11:59pm.  The deadline 
for submitting your finished product is Friday, Nov. 19th at 11:59pm.  You can quit the 
optional project at any time but cannot decide to do one after the Sept. 10th deadline. 
 
3. Examinations.  There will be four (4) examinations during the course, in which 
you will draw upon the materials in the chapters, lectures, and videos.   Each exam will 
cover that portion of the material outlined in Section 5 and the format for the exams will 
consist of a series of short answer questions dealing with concepts, theories, principles, 
and issues.  Exams are tentatively scheduled as follows and will be held at the normal 
class time and meeting place: 
 







   (1)  Monday, September 20 
 (2)  Wednesday, October 13 
 (3)  Monday, November 8 
  
The final exam (noncumulative) will be held at the normal class meeting place from 
10:00am-12:50pm, Monday, December 6.  Please provide me with 4 examination 
booklets (“blue books” or “green books”) at your earliest convenience but at least prior to 
the first midterm exam.  Bring all booklets at one time, with your name in the upper right 
corner of one of the bluebooks so I can check you off the role for having completed this 
requirement.  Failure to comply with this requirement will result in you being docked one 
letter grade at the end of the term for failing to complete a course requirement.  Exam 
booklets can be purchased at the Bookstore and will be used to write your answers on 
exam days.  Please be sure they are not crumbled, stained, etc.  Would you want to take 
an exam in one of them in that condition?  Attendance at exams is mandatory.  There 
are no makeup exams save in medical emergencies for which there needs to be 
documentation {having a headache and going to the Student Health Service does not 
fit this requirement and if you are going away for regionals, games, etc. and won’t 
be back until Sunday evening, then prepare ahead of time for the exam).  In 
addition, after the first person has turned in their exam and left the room, no one 
who is tardy and arrives after that time will be allowed to take the exam.  They will 
have missed the test.  All exams will be in pen (not pencil).  Once an exam has begun, no 
one is allowed to leave the classroom for any reason (so be prepared ahead of time to 
remain for from 50 minutes to 3 hours when exams begin [e.g., watch out how much 
coffee you drink before the exam]). 
 
4. Grades.  There are five (5) possible grades for the course: 
 
  Exams   (4 x 25%) = 100% 
                        Debate Project                   (25%)= 25% 
 
Each student must have four (4) grades to equal 100% of the course.  This can be all four 
examinations and no debate paper; or all four exams and the debate paper (dropping the 
lowest grade); or three exams and the debate paper (substituting for a missed exam or the 
final exam).  Be very careful how you decide upon your options, as there are no makeup 
exams (either midterms or final – except as noted above).  If you miss an exam, you have 
dropped your lowest grade already.  In no case is it wise to miss the first exam (that is 
where you find out what the Instructor feels is important to remember and guides you for 
studying for subsequent exams). 
 
Letter grades:  90-100 = A  (Note: there will be no +/- grades) 
   80-89   = B 
   70-79   = C 
   60-69   = D 
   < 60     = F 
 
5. Assignments.  (Chapters in Grieco, Ikenberry and Mastanduno) 







    (AVL=United Nations Audiovisual Library 
legal.un.org/avl/ all videos are in the 


International Law tab) 
                                                (YT=Youtube   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=) 
 
 I. Introduction to and Evolution of IR   Chptrs. 1-2 
  Mr. Gerry Simpson, “Sovereignty”  AVL 


Mr. Guiguo Wang, “Redefining Sovereignty in the Globalized         
World”     AVL 
Steve Smith, “Bringing International Relations Theory to Life”  YT 
 =zvKRAd9bOzU 
Rhonda Callaway, “Major Theories”  YT    =UUOIks1arFQ 
 


 II. Theories of International Relations    Chptr. 3 
  John Mearsheimer, “Structural Realism”  YT   =RX11Dh6rD18 
  “International Relations – Liberal Theory”  YT  =7D5FNrqT5dM 


Mr. Philip Allott, “The Idealists’ Dilemma: Re-imagining International 
Society”     AVL 


  “International Relations – Feminism and IR” YT =ajAWGztPUiU 
  Feminist theory http://www.theory-talks.org/2009/04/theory-talk-28html 
  “Constructivism” YT  =kYU9UfkV_XI 
  “Constructivism” YT  =3WLJc9JYbsE 
   “Constructivism” YT = ArQuWRXhDig 
 
 III. Foreign Policy Analysis    Chptr. 4 
   


               ---First exam  (Monday, September 20)--- 
 


IV. International Law and Organization   Chptr. 5 
 Ms. Ellen Hey, “International Public Law”  AVL 


Judge Rosalyn Higgins, “What International Courts (and Judges) May and 
May Not Do”     AVL 


 Sir Brian Urquhart, “The Role of the UN in a Changing World” AVL 
 Mr. Jose E. Alvarez, “International Organizations as Law-Makers” AVL 
 
V International Security     Chptrs. 6-8 


  Robert Glover, “International Security”  YT =wamEMbCaoaO 
  Stefan Wolff, “International Security”    YT  =wNLbo_eJQrw 


 
---Second exam (Wednesday, October 13)--- 


Note: withdrawal deadline is Friday, October 29 
 
VI. Global Economy and Development    Chptrs. 9-11 
 Mr. Peter Van den Bossche, “The WTO Dispute Settlement System” AVL 


Brian Urlacher, “Theories of International Political Economy”   YT   
FvRkFsabsyU 







  
---Third exam (Monday, November9)--- 


 
 
 


 VII. Global Issue and the Future     Chptrs. 12-14 
Ms. Maja Sersir, “Art. 51 of the UN Charter and War against Terrorism” 
AVL 
Michael Rossi, “The Challenge of International Terrorism”  YT 
=WznOvObDk68 


  Mr. Walter Kalin, “Climate Change and Population Movement” AVL 
Judge Christopher Greenwood, “Introduction to International 
Humanitarian Law”     AVL 


 
---Final exam (Monday, December 6)--- 


  
WELCOME TO INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND MAY 


YOU HAVE A SUCCESSFUL FALL SEMESTER 
 


Some Ground Rules: 
 
(1) For in the classroom 
  no food or drinks (water is ok) 
  no smoking 
  turn off beepers, pagers, cell phones, etc. 
  laptops are permitted 
  tape recorders are permitted but not encouraged 
  if you are late, please come in anyway but try not to be disruptive when  
   entering the room 


if you test positive for COVID, call the UCF COVID Line at 407-823- 
2509 and they will alert me and we will make arrangements 


   
(2) Communications 
  feel free to email me 


office – robert.bledsoe@ucf.edu   
Canvas online Course page 
(note that both preserve confidentiality) 


  call me at the office  
   Main campus (407) 823-2608 
  see me during office hours or by appointment (see telephone number  
   above) 
(3) Exams 


if you are late on exam day and a student has already turned in their exam          
and departed before you arrive, you are too late and I will not let you take 
the exam 







final grades are not posted and will not be given out over the telephone nor 
by the Department staff.  I will be happy to let you know your final exam 
score, course average, and course grade plus any materials that you wish 
returned if you provide me ahead of time a stamped, addressed envelop 
(large if you want any course materials returned).  Midterm exam grades 
will be posted on our Canvas online Course on Grades as will the final 
course grade. 
 
NOTE:  Syllabus is subject to change during the semester at the 
discretion of the Instructor 


 








 


 


INR 4084H: Global Perspectives on Terrorism 
School of Politics, Security, and International Affairs 


College of Sciences, University of Central Florida 


 


COURSE SYLLABUS- FALL 2021 


 
    


Instructor:  Ted Reynolds  Term:  Fall 2021 


Office:  PH 206B Class Meeting Days:  Tuesday/Thursday 


Phone:  407-823-5702 Class Meeting Hours:  3-4:15pm 


E-Mail:  teddy.reynolds@ucf.edu Class Location:  BHC  Room 127 


Office Hours: Wednesday 2-5pm or by appointment    


 


 


 


Introduction 


Terrorism has existed in society for millennia and has been called one of the world's oldest  


“professions.”  Although terrorism has had an international component, it has often been national or 


regional in scope and linked to specific groups with motivations that included a specific ideology, 


economics, or religion. Many of those organizations no longer exist, but terrorists in the 21st century, 


whose objectives can at times be unclear, have moved in a truly global direction. Taking advantage of 


advances in globalization, modern terrorists make effective use of communications, technology, and 


travel toward the goal of creating a global network of affiliates committed to a common cause. They 


mount well-coordinated, high-profile attacks that may involve different organizations. This course 


approaches terrorism as a global challenge, delving into and understanding terrorists' reasons for 


being/acting and considering the effectiveness of various counterterrorism policies. 
 


Course requirements: 


This course will feature a combination of lectures and discussions, with an emphasis on interactive 


learning. Presentation material – including talks by guest speakers, public forums and other special 


programs (when available) – will often not be found in reading assignments. Students will be expected 


to prepare for class discussions by completing the reading assignments and staying informed about 


current developments as they pertain to terrorism/counter terrorism.   


Students will be responsible for a research project consisting of a paper/case study (10 pages double 


spaced).   


 







 


 
Syllabus Statements Regarding COVID-19 for Fall 2021 


General Statement  


I recognize and understand the difficult times we are all in. The COVID-19 pandemic impacts us all in 


many ways, including physically, mentally, emotionally, financially, academically, and professionally. I 


will work with you on challenges you may be encountering and to provide support to help you succeed. 


However, please keep in mind that I will hold you accountable, especially in terms of class attendance, 


participation, and contributions. 


Statement Regarding Masks in Classrooms  


UCF expects that all members of our campus community who are able to do so get vaccinated, and we 


expect all members of our campus community to wear masks indoors, in line with the latest CDC 


guidelines. Masks are required in approved clinical or health care settings. 


Notifications in Case of Changes to Course Modality  


If the instructor falls ill during the semester, there may be temporary changes to this course, including 


having a backup instructor take over the course or going remote for a short time. Please look for 


announcements or mail in Webcourses@UCF or Knights email for any temporary alterations to this 


course. 


COVID-19 and Illness Notification  


Students who believe they may have been exposed to COVID-19 or who test positive must contact UCF 


Student Health Services (407-823-2509) so proper contact tracing procedures can take place. Students 


should not come to campus if they are ill, are experiencing any symptoms of COVID-19 or have tested 


positive for COVID-19. 


Students should contact their instructor(s) as soon as possible if they miss class for any illness to discuss 


reasonable adjustments that might need to be made. When possible, students should contact their 


instructor(s) before missing class. 


Course Accessibility and Disability  


Accommodations may need to be added or adjusted should this course shift from an on-campus to a 


remote format. Students with disabilities should speak with their instructor and should contact 


sas@ucf.edu to discuss specific accommodations for this or other courses. 



https://fctl.ucf.edu/teaching-resources/course-design/syllabus-statements/#covid

https://fctl.ucf.edu/teaching-resources/course-design/syllabus-statements/#covid

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated.html

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated.html

https://fctl.ucf.edu/teaching-resources/course-design/syllabus-statements/#covid

https://fctl.ucf.edu/teaching-resources/course-design/syllabus-statements/#covid

https://fctl.ucf.edu/teaching-resources/course-design/syllabus-statements/#covid

mailto:sas@ucf.edu





 


Required Texts and Materials 


Mohsin Hamid. 2008. The Reluctant Fundamentalist. Houghton Mifflin Harcourt.  


ISBN: 978-0-15-603402-9 


  


Brigitte L. Nacos. 2016. Terrorism and Counterterrorism. 6th Edition,  Routledge.   


ISBN: 978-1-13831-763-5 


 


William R. Forstchen. 2014.  Dies Irae: Day of Wrath. ISBN: 978-1-62578-154-3 


Supplementary (Optional) Texts and Materials: Additional online readings will be provided during 


the term to support discussions. 
 


 


 


 Basis for Final Grade 


 


 


  


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


The paper topic will be approved by the instructor  


 


Grade Dissemination: Graded tests and materials in this course will be returned once assessment is 


completed.  


 


Quizzes will be administered in class on the days indicated, focusing on terminology and important 


concepts. 


 


Late Work Policy:  


There are no make-ups for any graded assessments. Papers/exams turned in late will be assessed a 


penalty: a full letter grade (10 points) per day late.  Writing assignments will not be accepted if overdue 


by more than four calendar days.  There are NO makeups on missed quizzes.   


That said: Students who represent the university in an authorized event or activity (for example, student-


athletes) and who are unable to meet a course deadline due to a conflict with that event must provide the 


instructor with documentation in advance to arrange a make-up. No penalty will be applied. For more 


information, see the UCF policy at http://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-


401.2MakeUpAssignmentsorAuthUnivEventsorCocurricularActivities.pdf 


Grading Scale (%) 


90-100  A 


87 - 89  B+ 


80 - 86  B 


77 - 79  C+ 


70 - 76  C 


67 - 69  D+ 


60 - 66  D 


0 - 59  F 


Assessment 


Percent of 


Final 


Grade 


Class Attend/Part. 20% 


Midterm 20% 


Quizzes 20% 


Paper 20% 


Final Exam 20% 


 100% 



http://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-401.2MakeUpAssignmentsorAuthUnivEventsorCocurricularActivities.pdf

http://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-401.2MakeUpAssignmentsorAuthUnivEventsorCocurricularActivities.pdf





 


Grades of "Incomplete":  


The current university policy concerning incomplete grades will be followed in this course. Incomplete 


grades are given only in situations where unexpected emergencies prevent a student from completing the 


course and the remaining work can be completed the next semester. Your instructor is the final authority 


on whether you qualify for an incomplete. Incomplete work must be finished by the end of the 


subsequent semester or the “I” will automatically be recorded as an “F” on your transcript. 


 


 


Disability Access:  


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all persons with 


disabilities. Students with disabilities who need access to course content due to course design limitations 


should contact the professor as soon as possible. Students should also connect with Student Accessibility 


Services (SAS) <http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/> (Ferrell Commons 185, sas@ucf.edu, phone 407-823-2371). 


For students connected with SAS, a Course Accessibility Letter may be created and sent to professors, 


which informs faculty of potential course access and accommodations that might be necessary and 


reasonable. Determining reasonable access and accommodations requires consideration of the course 


design, course learning objectives and the individual academic and course barriers experienced by the 


student. Further conversation with SAS, faculty and the student may be warranted to ensure an 


accessible course experience.  


 


Attendance Policy: Attendance is mandatory and unauthorized or unexcused absences will result in a 


reduction of the final grade.  Students must notify their instructor in advance if they intend to miss class 


for a religious observance. For more information, see the UCF policy at 


<http://regulations.ucf.edu/chapter5/documents/5.020ReligiousObservancesFINALJan19.pdf>. 


 


Campus Safety: 


Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise during class, everyone needs to work together. 


Students should be aware of their surroundings and familiar with some basic safety and security 


concepts. 


    In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance. 


    Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall near the door. 


Students should make a note of the guide’s physical location and review the online version at 


<http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html>. 


    Students should know the evacuation routes from each of their classrooms and have a plan for finding 


safety in case of an emergency. 


    If there is a medical emergency during class, students may need to access a first-aid kit or AED 


(Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those are located, see 


<http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/AEDlocations-UCF> (click on link from menu on left). 


    To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text alerts by going 


to <https://my.ucf.edu> and logging in. Click on “Student Self Service” located on the left side of the 


screen in the toolbar, scroll down to the blue “Personal Information” heading on the Student Center 


screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the information, including e-mail address, cell phone number, and 


cell phone provider, click “Apply” to save the changes, and then click “OK.” 


    Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their instructors outside 


of class. 







 


    To learn about how to manage an active-shooter situation on campus or elsewhere, consider viewing 


this video (<https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk>). 


 


Professionalism Policy:  


Per university policy and classroom etiquette; mobile phones, iPods, etc. must be silenced during all 


classroom and lab lectures. Those not heeding this rule will be asked to leave the classroom/lab 


immediately so as to not disrupt the learning environment. Please arrive on time for all class meetings. 


Students who habitually disturb the class by talking, arriving late, etc., and have been warned will be 


removed from the class and may suffer a reduction in their final class grade.  


Deployed Active Duty Military  


Students who are deployed active duty military and/or National Guard personnel and require 


accommodation should contact their instructors as soon as possible after the semester begins and/or after 


they receive notification of deployment to make related arrangements. 


 


Academic Integrity Policy:  


Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of Conduct at 


<http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/process/roc>. According to Section 1, “Academic Misconduct,” students are 


prohibited from engaging in 


    Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information or study aids 


in any academic exercise unless specifically authorized by the instructor of record. The unauthorized 


possession of examination or course-related material also constitutes cheating. 


    Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral means: The presentation of 


material which has not been studied or learned, but rather was obtained through someone else’s efforts 


and used as part of an examination, course assignment, or project. 


    Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to another person, student, and/or 


uploading course material to a third-party vendor without authorization or without the express written 


permission of the university and the instructor. Course materials include but are not limited to class 


notes, Instructor’s PowerPoints, course syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, instruction sheets, homework, study 


guides, handouts, etc. 


    Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work. 


    Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the source, thereby 


attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s own. 


    Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than once without the 


express written permission of the instructor. 


    Helping another violate academic behavior standards. 


For more information about Academic Integrity, consult the International Center for Academic Integrity 


<http://academicintegrity.org>. 


For more information about plagiarism and misuse of sources, see “Defining and Avoiding Plagiarism: 


The WPA Statement on Best Practices” <http://wpacouncil.org/node/9>. 


 


Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating 


Students should also familiarize themselves with the procedures for academic misconduct in UCF’s 


student handbook, The Golden Rule <http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/docs/goldenrule.pdf>. UCF faculty 


members have a responsibility for students’ education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to 


prevent unethical behavior and when necessary respond to academic misconduct. Penalties can include a 


failing grade in an assignment or in the course, suspension or expulsion from the university, and/or a “Z 







 


Designation” on a student’s official transcript indicating academic dishonesty, where the final grade for 


this course will be preceded by the letter Z. For more information about the Z Designation, see 


<http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade>.   


 


University Writing Center:  


The University Writing Center (UWC) is a free resource for UCF undergraduates and graduates. At the 


UWC, a trained writing consultant will work individually with you on anything you're writing (in or out 


of class), at any point in the writing process from brainstorming to editing. Appointments are 


recommended, but not required. For more information or to make an appointment, visit the UWC 


website at http://www.uwc.ucf.edu, stop by MOD 608, or call 407.823.2197. 


 


 


 







 


INR 4084H -Schedule: 


Date Readings/Topic for Tuesday Date Readings/Topic for Thursday 


 


8/24 
Review syllabus / Questions 


 


8/26 


Nacos Ch 1 & 2 


Intro & What is terrorism 


 


8/31 


Ch 3 


Global context 


 


9/2 


 


NO CLASS- FOOTBALL 


 


9/7 


Ch 4 - American context  


9/9 


Ch 5- Political Violence in the name of god 


 


9/14 


Quiz 


Paper topic proposals 


 


 


9/16 


 


Ch 6- Making a terrorist 


 


9/21 


Hamid: First half 


Through Chapter 6 


 


9/23 


Complete: Hamid 


Finish discussion 


 


9/28 


Terrorism and Human 


Trafficking 


 


9/30 


Ch 7 


Women and children 


 


10/5 


Ch 8 


Goals targets tactics 


 


10/7 


QUIZ   


Ch 9 - organization 


 


10/12 


Ch 10- Post 9-11 strategy 
RECEIVE MIDTERM EXAM 


 


10/14 


 


Discussion 


 


10/19 


 


TURN IN MIDTERM EXAM 
 


10/21 


Ch 11-Hard and soft power 


 


10/26 


Paper: Discuss 


Ch 12 Security vs liberty 


 


10/28 


Ch 13 


The Role of Intelligencey 


 


11/2 


 


Forstchen:Chapters 1-7 


 


11/4 


 


Forstchen: Chapters 8-14 


 


11/9 


Ch 14 Propaganda and media 


Ch 16 CT in the news 


 


11/11 


NO CLASS VETERANS DAY 


 


11/16 


Ch 15- Terror in Cyberspace 


CyberHate 


 


11/18 


Ch 17 Living with the terrorist threat 


Quiz 


 


11/23 


Turn in Papers 


 


 


11/25 


No Class 


Happy Thanksgiving 


 


11/30 


Discussion  


12/2 


 


Receive Final Exam 


 


12/7 


No Class  


12/9 


1PM 


Submit Final Exam  


* Note: The Schedule is subject to revision 








 
POS4407 (0003): The Intelligence Community 


University of Central Florida 
School of Politics, Security, and International Affairs 


 
Fall 2021 


Justin Miller 
 


Class meetings: Tuesday and Thursday 3:00 pm – 4:15 pm 
  in HS1, room O107 


 
Office hours 


Tuesday and Thursday 5-6 pm via ZOOM  
Or by appointment in DPAC Room 447D (Downtown UCF Campus) 


407-893-3794 (9-4 pm) 
Email: justin.miller@ucf.edu  


Office location: Downtown Campus, DPAC, room 447D 
 


Description: This course introduces students to the intelligence community by recognizing 
intelligence as both a process with a cycle and a product that informs strategic planning, 
operational coordination, and time-sensitive actions that shape foreign policy, national security, 
and risk management decisions. The course also presents the Intelligence Community (IC) as a 
tool for advising democratically elected, or duly appointed and confirmed, decision-makers 
within the executive and legislative branches of the federal government and considers the 
policies and statutes that underpin its public mission while framing oversight and management 
mechanisms. Further, this course explores the executive departments and agencies that exist to 
monitor and assess foreign and domestic threats and how the intelligence cycle works to meet 
intelligence requirements that are ultimately shaped by a domestic political environment.  
 
Objectives: This course is meant to inform citizens of the IC’s role in an open society that is 
connected to a global community and prepare students for further study within the intelligence 
and national security field. It seeks to shape the ethical development of potential decision-
makers and future IC professionals serving a pluralistic democratic-republic that adheres to rule 
of law and protects civil liberties while balancing the need to address threats to national 
security, public safety, and the preservation of democratic governance and political stability. It 
introduces the need to guard sensitive sources and methods which are oftentimes complex and 
perishable while preserving a competitive edge, protecting strategic assets, and uniquely 
informing policymakers who must balance risks and vulnerabilities that can threaten national 
security and public safety from foreign or domestic actors, or hinder timely responses to 
unfolding crises.  
 



https://ucf.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJMtd-6gqDgqH9PnkUCZ-8KuXWS-fa_i-97Q

mailto:justin.miller@ucf.edu





The course will: Discuss, briefly, the history of the IC and its evolution as a policy informing tool 
for decision-makers; Address the nature of intelligence and the risk of politicization or 
bureaucratic agenda shaping through groupthink; Differentiate foreign intelligence and 
domestic criminal intelligence; Identify the varying collection disciplines that comprise the 
intelligence profession; Present the current structure of the intelligence community, 
particularly after the Church Committee, 9/11, and the 2003 Iraq War; Consider present and 
future threats; and Discuss the role of intelligence in a democratic society.  
 
The learning objectives seek to help students: 


(1) Identify key intelligence policies, directives, and governing and oversight structures. 
(2) Explain the role of the Office of the Director of National Intelligence and the mission of 


the three National Intelligence Centers and the Central Intelligence Agency 
(3) List, correlate, and match the IC component’s core missions with their primary national 


security contexts (Defense/Military; Political/Diplomatic/Development; Law 
Enforcement & other) 


(4) Describe elements of the intelligence cycle: Planning and Direction; Collection, 
Processing, and Exploitation; Analysis and Reporting Production; Dissemination, 
Consumption, and Requirements Refinement. 


(5) List the intelligence collection disciplines 
(6) Identify, assess, and analyze current threats and opportunities as perceived by the 


general public (secondary data) and compare them to foreign policy/international 
relations students or professionals outlook, and differentiate the two groups’ priorities 
to provide an outline of intelligence requirements for the specific missions of IC 
members.  


 
Required Textbook: “Intelligence: Secret world of Spies,” 5th Ed. Authors: Johnson and Wirtz. 
ISBN: 9780190854829. 
 
Course Requirements:  


1. Attendance 10% of the final grade: Attendance is mandatory and is 10% of your final 
grade. You may miss one class without penalty.  
 


2. Participation is 30% of the final grade. An introduction post, four academic discussion 
posts**, and a professionalism post on the dangers of groupthink and the importance of 
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion within the intelligence community will make up 30% of 
the final course grade. Specifically, for each of the six participation posts is worth 5% of 
the final grade.  


The initial post will be worth 50 points (250-300 words), and the 
The two required reply posts to other students will be worth 25 points each 
(substantive content and at least 150 words).  
**For the four academic discussion posts, the initial post must cite the course 
reading material introduced to date. 


 







3. Intelligence and Policy Simulations 25% of final grade. There will be four intelligence 
simulations throughout the semester, each one is worth 6.25% of your grade for a total 
of 25%.  
 


4. Group Project is 8.75% of final grade. The class will produce a threat matrix as a group. 
The assignment will contain two subcomponents: an individual input and a group 
discussion. More information will be given in the group project module. 


 
5. A short-paper is 20% of the final grade. Each student will be required to write a 1500-


2000-word paper with 7-10 reviewed academic articles or professional sources sited. 
References must be academically or professionally credible within the academic 
community or to intelligence and national security practitioners. Students will need to 
identify a topic and get the topic approved by the professor (250 words) and will be 
worth 5% of course grade. The final paper will be 15% of the course grade. Combined, 
the description of the paper topic and the final paper will be 20% of the grade. More 
information will be provided in class and through a separate rubric. 
 


6. Final Exam is 6.25% of final grade. Exam will be a multiple-choice format and will allow 
for open notes and book. The questions will cover both reading and lectures throughout 
the entire course. The goal of the exam is to ensure that you are familiar with the policy 
resources and important contexts that are available to you as a citizen and aspiring 
professional. 
 


Extra Credit Policy  
Eight extra credit points will be awarded to any student who shows up to every class meeting 
(100% attendance).  
 
Late Work Policy  
The paper will be accepted up to one day late. A 10% penalty will apply. This means 
submissions after the 11:59pm deadline is considered late and will be subject to the full 10% 
penalty. After one full day late, no papers will be accepted. Discussion posts must be made on 
time, late posts will be docked 10% late penalty per day, after two days late discussion posts 
will not be accepted. The in-class intelligence analysis simulations cannot be made up if missed, 
any student missing the simulation will be given a 0 for that assignment.  
 
Grading Scale (2000 points total):  


A 100-94%  
A- 93-90  
B+ 89-86%  
B 85-82%  
B- 81-8  
C+ 79-77%  
C 76-73%  
C- 72-70  







D+ 69-65%  
D 64-60%  
F below 60% 


 
Email, Announcements, and WebCourses Messages  
I will use email, webcourses announcements, and/or webcourses messages to communicate 
with students throughout the course. I check my email regularly during weekdays and 
occasionally during the weekend. Students may expect an email reply by the next business day 
and encouraged to follow-up with me if I do not reply by the next business day. You are 
REQUIRED to check webcourses, and your email daily for communication about this course.  
 
Grades of "Incomplete"  
Incomplete grades are given only in situations where unexpected emergencies prevent a 
student from completing the course and the remaining work can be completed the next 
semester. Your instructor is the final authority on whether you qualify for an incomplete. 
 
Workload Expectations  
This is a three-credit hour class. The workload expectation per credit hour is set forth in the UCF 
Catalog, Registration Policies, Terms and Credit Hours, which states the amount of work 
represented by one credit hour is not less than "One hour of classroom or direct faculty 
instruction and a minimum of two hours of out of class student work each week [or equivalent 
work in internship, directed readings, etc.] for approximately fifteen weeks for one semester or 
the equivalent amount of work over a different amount of time."  
 
Group Work Policy  
All work done must be completed on your own. However, during lab classes students will be 
able to help one another. All work turned in must be your own.  
 
Professionalism Policy  
Per university policy and classroom etiquette, mobile phones, iPods, etc. must be silenced 
during all classroom and lab lectures. Those not heeding this rule will be asked to leave the 
classroom/lab immediately to not disrupt the learning environment. Please arrive on time for 
all class meetings. Students who habitually disturb the class by talking, arriving late, etc., and 
have been warned may suffer a reduction in their final class grade up to 10% of the final grade.  
 
Academic Honesty  
Plagiarism and cheating of any kind on an examination, quiz, or assignment will result at least in 
an "F" for that assignment (and may, depending on the severity of the case, lead to an "F" for 
the entire course) and may be subject to appropriate referral to the Office of Student Conduct 
for further action. See the UCF Golden Rule for further information. I will assume for this course 
that you will adhere to the academic creed of this University and will maintain the highest 
standards of academic integrity. In other words, don't cheat by giving answers to others or 
taking them from anyone else. I will also adhere to the highest standards of academic integrity, 







so please do not ask me to change (or expect me to change) your grade illegitimately or to bend 
or break rules for one person that will not apply to everyone. 
 
Classroom Devices and Personal Devices  
You may use laptops to take notes, but please refrain from using websites that do not pertain 
to my course.  
 
University Writing Center  
The University Writing Center (UWC) is a free resource for UCF undergraduates and graduates. 
At the UWC, a trained writing consultant will work individually with you on anything you're 
writing (in or out of class), at any point in the writing process from brainstorming to editing. 
Appointments are recommended, but not required. For more information or to make an 
appointment, visit the UWC website, stop by MOD 608, or call 407.823.2197.  
 
You do not need to come to the UCF campus to receive help from a trained writing tutor. As a 
UCF student, you have access to writing tutors at the UCF Online Writing Center. You can 
schedule an online consultation with a writing tutor. You can get the help you need to complete 
the Final Report of your Civic Engagement Project online at a time convenient to you! This 
service is free to you.  
 
Accessibility Statement  
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all 
persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students 
with disabilities who need accommodations in this course must contact the professor at the 
beginning of the semester to discuss needed accommodations. No accommodations will be 
provided until the student has met with the professor to request accommodations. Students 
who need accommodations must be registered with Student Accessibility Services, Ferrell 
Commons, 7F, Room 185, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before 
requesting accommodations from the professor.  
 
Religious Observances  
Students are expected to notify their instructor in advance, on the first day of class, if they 
intend to miss class to observe a holy day of their religious faith (not already reflected in the 
normal class schedule). For a current schedule of major religious holidays, see the Faculty 
Center’s main web page under “Calendars,” and for additional information, contact the Office 
of Diversity Initiatives at 407-823-6479.  
 
Third-Party Software and FERPA  
During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or software 
applications sometimes called third-party software such as a blog or wiki. While some of these 
could be required assignments, you need not make any personally identifying information on a 
public site. Do not post or provide any private information about yourself or your classmates. 
Where appropriate you may use a pseudonym or nickname. Some written assignments posted 
publicly may require personal reflection/comments, but the assignments will not require you to 







disclose any personally identity-sensitive information. If you have any concerns about this, 
please contact your instructor.  
 
Financial Aid Requirement  
As of Fall, 2014, all faculty are required to document students' academic activity at the 
beginning of each course. To document that you began this course, please complete the 
Evidence of Academic Engagement Quiz by the end of the first week of classes or as a 
disbursement of your financial aid.  
 
Instructor reserves the right to make changes to the schedule or syllabus as needed. Because 
this class is introducing a backup instructor, the reading materials will be updated and finalized 
soonest. Any changes will be communicated through webcourses or knight’s email. Please be 
advised if class is cancelled for any reason an announcement will be made on webcourses. You 
must check your email and webcourse announcements daily. 
 
Scroll down for Working Schedule 
  


 


  







Schedule 
Date Topic Reading Assignment attendance


Perfect 
Attendance 


*extra credit*
Tuesday, August 23, 2021 xxx 6.25 0.25


Thursday, August 26, 2021
Introduction to the Course, 
Learning Objectives, and 


Syllabus Walkthrough


Introduce Yourself: 
Why Intelligence and 


National Security
100 6.25 0.25


Tuesday, August 31, 2021 Intelligence Governance: Policy 
and Law


National Security Act of 
1947


Intelligence Reform and  
Terrorism Prevention Act of 


2004
10 USC Ch 21, 22


50 USC Ch 36, 38, 41, 44, 
45, 46, 47


6.25 0.25


Thursday, September 2, 2021 Football Game 6.25 0.25


Tuesday, September 7, 2021


Intelligence Community 
Executive Management and 


Legislative Oversight and 
Resourcing


Charter of the NSC, 
PIAB,PIOB 


EO 12333, 12334,
 Senate Intelligence 
Committee, House 


Intelligence Committees 


6.25 0.25


Thursday, September 9, 2021
Discussion of the selected 


readings from the text Under Development Discussion Post #1 100 6.25 0.25


Tuesday, September 14, 2021 Intelligence and the Courts: FISC Under Development 6.25 0.25


Thursday, September 16, 2021
Discussion of the selected 


readings from the text Under Development Simulation Part 1 125 6.25 0.25


Tuesday, September 21, 2021 Intelligence Cycle: Planning and 
Direction


Under Development 6.25 0.25


Thursday, September 23, 2021
Discussion of the selected 


readings from the text Under Development Discussion Post #2 100 6.25 0.25


Tuesday, September 28, 2021 Intelligence Cycle: Collection, 
Processing, and Exploitation


Under Development 6.25 0.25


Thursday, September 30, 2021
Discussion of the selected 


readings from the text Under Development Paper Topic Due 100 6.25 0.25


Tuesday, October 5, 2021
Collection Management and 


Ethics: OSINT, HUMINT, 
Technical


Under Development 6.25 0.25


Thursday, October 7, 2021
Discussion of the selected 


readings from the text Under Development Discussion Post #3 100 6.25 0.25


Tuesday, October 12, 2021
Intelligence Cycle: Analysis, 
Corroboration, and Report 


Production
Under Development 6.25 0.25


Thursday, October 14, 2021
Discussion of the selected 


readings from the text Under Development Simulation Part 2 125 6.25 0.25


Tuesday, October 19, 2021
Intelligence Cycle: 


Dissemination, Consumption, 
and Refinement


Under Development 6.25 0.25


Thursday, October 21, 2021
Discussion of the selected 


readings from the text Under Development 6.25 0.25


Tuesday, October 26, 2021
The ODNI, the National 


Intelligence Centers, and the CIA Under Development 6.25 0.25


Thursday, October 28, 2021
Discussion of the selected 


readings from the text Under Development 6.25 0.25


Tuesday, November 2, 2021 Defense Intelligence Agencies 
and Service Missions


Under Development 6.25 0.25


Thursday, November 4, 2021
Discussion of the selected 


readings from the text Under Development Simulation Part 3 125 6.25 0.25


Tuesday, November 9, 2021 Domestic Risk and Technical 
Intelligence Missions


Under Development 6.25 0.25


Thursday, November 11, 2021 xxx 6.25 0.25


Tuesday, November 16, 2021 Democracy and Intelligence Under Development 6.25 0.25


Thursday, November 18, 2021
Discussion of the selected 


readings from the text Under Development
Threat Assessment 


Input 125 6.25 0.25


Tuesday, November 23, 2021 Groupthink and Intelligence 
Analysis


Under Development
Discussion Post


Diversity, Equity, and 
Inclusion in Intelligence


100 6.25 0.25


Thursday, November 25, 2021 xxx 6.25 0.25


Tuesday, November 30, 2021
CounterIntelligence, 


Whisteblower Protections, and 
Ethics


Under Development Paper Due 300 6.25 0.25


Thursday, December 2, 2021
Discussion of the selected 


readings from the text Under Development Discussion Post #4 100 6.25 0.25


Tuesday, December 7, 2021 Class Risk Assessment 
Discussion


Under Development Group Discussion as a 
class


50 6.25 0.25


Thursday December 9, 2021 Course Wrap up and Feedback 
Discussions


Under Development Simulation Part 4 125 6.25 0.25


125


2000 Max 1800 200 8


Final Exam 
(Multiple Choice, Open Book)
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Course Information 


Course Name & Credit Hours Immigration Policy: 3 Credit Hours, Asynchronous  


Course ID & Section INR 4074 0W61 


Semester/Year & Location Fall 2021 World Wide Web 


Prerequisites ENC 1102 or POS 2041 


Corequisites None 


 


Professor Dr. Anca Turcu; Pronouns: she, her, hers 


Office & Office 
Hours 


Online Canvas Chat Mondays 2:00-4:00 PM  


E-mail 


Anca.Turcu@ucf.edu 


You may also e-mail me by using the Canvas e-mail/ message 
system. I will use that system to send out updates, important 
messages or announcements. If you e-mail me, I will do my best to 
get back to you quickly, but I may take up to 48 hours to answer. 
Please note that I answer e-mails during regular business hours. 


Academic and 
Content Related 


Questions 


If you have questions about the academic material or class 
content, do not hesitate to contact me! Questions, feedback or 
comments are all welcome. For non-academic (not course content 
related questions), please see below. 


Other Contact 
Information 


If you have questions regarding technical support or any other non-
academic, non-course content related issues, you have to seek 
help through the technical support link on the class Home Page. 


GTA N/A 



mailto:Anca.Turcu@ucf.edu?subject=CPO3103





Catalog Description  


Analysis of the complex subject of immigration, including U.S. and comparative 
immigration policy, illegal immigration, alien smuggling, and statelessness and their 
political/security impact.  


Course Description 


Immigration policy is currently the object of much controversy and debate in the United 
States. The aim of this class is to put this debate in context, while focusing on the 
history, creation, objectives, implementation and outcomes of immigration policies.  


Course Objectives and Learning Outcomes 


The course objectives and learning outcomes for Immigration Policy (INR 4074) strive to 
meet the criteria outlined by the Department of Political Science  Academic Learning 
Compacts: https://oeas.ucf.edu/doc/cos/alc_cos_political_science_ba.pdf On 
completing this course students will be able to: 


1. Discuss the history of US immigration and immigration policies 
2. Discuss the factors that inform contemporary immigration policy 
3. Distinguish between the myths and the realities of current immigration debates 
4. Understand foreign policy and homeland security implications immigration policy 
5. Analyze US immigration policy in the context of policies adopted by other countries 


Required Texts 


• “Defining America Through Immigration Policy” by Bill Ong Hing, Temple University 
Press, 1st edition, 2003 (OH) 


• "The Devil’s Highway” Luis Alberto Urrea, Back Bay Books; September 2005 (TDH) 
• Electronic readings through the UCF library, see Academic Calendar 


Note: Some texts change significantly from one edition to the next, as policy changes 
and current events reshape institutions and societies. Thus, it is imperative that you 
purchase the editions listed above. 


Other Materials: Documentaries and Clips 


For several modules in this class, you will be asked to watch documentaries, clips and 
other multimedia materials. Some of these clips will be available for free online via 
YouTube, PBS.org, TED Talks and other sources. For others, you might have to use a 
"Netflix" subscription. I will provide details about these video materials in each individual 
module and provide you with links or a clear indication where you can find the material. 
Not viewing these clips is not an option, since they are a central part of the class and 
quizzes and written assignments will draw on these materials quite extensively. 



https://oeas.ucf.edu/doc/cos/alc_cos_political_science_ba.pdf





Academic Calendar 


Week Topic(s) Readings 


Intro Week 
(8/23-30) 


• Introduction and Class Overview • Syllabus 


Week 1 
(8/30-9/7) 


History of US Immigration Policy: The 
Founding Fathers & Nativism 


OH Introduction and Ch.1 
(For specific pages see Module 1 
Overview) 


Week 2  
(9/7-13) 


History of US Immigration Policy: The 
1800s-1917 


OH Ch. 2, 3 (For specific pages see 
Module 2 Overview) 


Week 3 
(9/13-20) 


History of US Immigration Policy: 
1917-1951 


OH Ch. 4 (For specific pages see Module 3 
Overview) 


Week 4  
(9/20- 27) 


US Immigration Policy:1952-1990 OH Ch.5, 6 (For specific pages see Module 
4 Overview) TDH Ch1 & 2 


Week 5 
(9/27-10/4) 


Refugee and Asylum Policies OH Ch. 12 (For specific pages see Module 
5 Overview) TDH Ch 3 & 4 


Week 6  
(10/4-11) 


History of Mexican Immigration 
(1800s-1982) 


OH Ch. 7, 8 (For specific pages see 
Module 6 Overview) TDH Ch. 5-8 


Week 7  
(10/11-18) 


Modern Mexican Immigration: 1982-
Today (I) 


OH Ch. 9 (For specific pages see Module 7 
Overview)TDH Ch. 9, 10 


Week 8  
(10/18-25) 


Modern Mexican Immigration: 1982-
Today (II) 


OH Ch. 10 (For specific pages see Module 
8 Overview) TDH Ch. 11, 12 


Week 9 
(10/25-
11/1) 


Contemporary US Immigration Policy 
(I) 


TBA 


Week 10 
(11/1-8) 


Contemporary US Immigration Policy 
(II) 


OH Ch. 11, Epilogue 
(For specific pages see Module 10 
Overview) TDH Ch. 13- 16 


Week 11  
(11/8-15) 


Immigration Policies in Around the 
World: Canada and Australia 


TBA 


Week 12 
(11/15-22) 


Immigration Policies in Around the 
World: EU Countries 
 


TBA 


Week 13 
(11/22-29) 


Start Work on Final Paper due on 
12/07 


None 


Week 14 
(11/29-
12/6) 


Complete your Final Paper by 12/07 None 







Course Requirements 


Weekly Assignments Twelve weekly assignments (starting with Week 1: 08/30- 09/07) 
will test your knowledge of the material from the module covered during each week. 
Your two lowest scoring weekly assignments will be dropped at the end of class, leaving 
you with ten weekly assignments scores, worth 7% of your grade each. That is, ten 
weekly assignments will make up 70% of your final grade. If you miss a weekly 
assignment, or fail to submit it on time, you will automatically be assigned a grade of 0 
for that assignment. Assignments will be available, with the rest of the content for each 
module, on the Monday of each week and will close by the Monday evening (at 11:59 
PM EST), of the following week. After an assignment closes, I will release grades and 
correct answers within a week and you will have one week to review your answers and 
let me know if you have questions regarding your grade. After that, assignment 
questions and correct answers will no longer be available. Note that no weekly 
assignments will be due for the introductory week and during the time when you will be 
working on your final paper. Weekly assignments may be quizzes, short essays or 
discussion posts. On some weeks, you might be given a choice between a quiz and a 
written assignment or discussions. More details to follow in the weekly module 
overviews.  


Final Paper: Students will have to submit a final paper. This paper will be worth 30% of 
your final grade. The final paper will be posted on Monday, 11/22 and will be due on 
Monday, 12/6 at 11:59 PM. Note that the final assignment must be submitted through 
the Canvas online submission system. This system is designed to help me identify 
plagiarism, so make sure to take all necessary measures needed to avoid plagiarism. If 
you are not sure what constitutes plagiarism and how to avoid it, take this UCF library 
tutorial: http://infolit.ucf.edu/students/modules/#article116 Students who cheat, commit 
plagiarism or engage in any other type of dishonest academic behavior will fail the 
class, (will receive an FZ grade) and will also be subject to disciplinary proceedings. 


Please review the UCF Golden Rule: http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/ Please allow for 
plenty of time to complete each assignment, so that you avoid last minute submissions 
and the technical difficulties that sometimes accompany them. Final assignments 
should not be submitted late and will incur a 10 points penalty for every 24 hours delay 
post due date. Final assignments submitted more than 48 hours post due date will not 
be accepted and will be given a grade of 0. Note: students who request a review of final 
paper grading should be aware that I re-grade the whole paper once I receive such a 
request. This may sometimes result in a lower grade than the one previously granted. 


 Due Dates  


Weekly assignments: due weekly on Monday evenings by 11:59 PM EST EXCEPT for 
the Introductory Week. Also, the assignment for Week 1 will be due 9/7 (due to the 
Labor Day holiday). Final Paper: due by 12/06 at 11:59 PM EST. 


 







Proper Quoting, Referencing and Citations for your Written 


Assignments 


For weekly written assignments and your final paper, make sure to follow these citation 
and referencing rules: 


All sources used have to be sanctioned by your professor (see prompts and module 
overview for every assignment) Do not use other sources for your answers. 


If you are copy-pasting a text from a source into the assignment, that text should be put 
in inverted commas “…”. This is called a direct quote. It should be followed by a 
parenthetical citation (page number, author, year). 


However, be mindful that most assignments in this class do not allow direct quotes and 
such quotes will not receive credit (see individual assignment prompts). Instead, you 
should paraphrase, in other words, use your own words to summarize and convey the 
same idea. This one too should be followed by a parenthetical citation (page number, 
author, year). 


So, each time you paraphrase or use a source, make sure you use in text parenthetical 
citations. These can be: (page number, author, year)—for textbooks, books, articles, 
other sources such as documentaries. For sources in the module use: for PowerPoints 
(Turcu, current year, module number, slide number); or, for module overviews (Turcu, 
current year, module overview number). 


Make sure to use this in text format to credit every source you use for your answer. Not 
giving credit, or not substantiating an answer with its rightful source may very likely 
result in a serious penalty, as it will very likely constitute plagiarism.  


All sources included in parenthetical citations throughout the text, have to be listed as 
references at the end of the assignment, in APA, MLA or Chicago referencing styles 
(look online for details on each citation style). Just choose one of the styles and stick 
with it. 


Turnitin.com 


In this course we will utilize turnitin.com, an automated system which instructors can 
use to quickly and easily compare each student’s assignment with billions of web sites, 
as well as an enormous database of student papers that grows with each submission. 
Accordingly, you will be expected to submit assignments through the Canvas 
Assignment Tool in electronic format. After the assignment is processed, as an 
instructor I receive a report from turnitin.com that states if and how another author’s 
work was used in the assignment. For a more detailed look at this process, 
visit http://www.turnitin.com. 


 



http://www.turnitin.com/





Missed Assignments/Make-Ups 


Students who represent the university in an authorized event or activity (for example, 
student-athletes) and who are unable to meet a course deadline due to a conflict with 
that event must provide the instructor with documentation in advance to arrange a 
make-up. For more information, see the UCF policy at 
<https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-401.pdf> 


I will not grant extensions if you fail to submit your work due to technical difficulties. You 
are solely responsible if you fail to submit a quiz or an assignment due to technical 
difficulties, save for a major natural disaster (i.e. a hurricane). 


In the event of a hurricane, which causes power outages and evacuations, do not panic 
about your online assignments. Your safety and that of your family is your first priority. 
When power is restored, contact me and I will work with you to determine the best 
course of action. Other circumstances, which may be considered "unavoidable", include 
medical or legal emergencies. Pertinent, official documentation will be required if you 
plan on requesting to make up a quiz or assignment due to unavoidable circumstances. 
You have to submit such documentation no later than a week after the due date of the 
missed assignment has passed. Documentation submitted after that date will not be 
deemed acceptable. 


Extra Credit 


Your professor does not anticipate offering any extra credit assignments in this class. 
Should this change, you will be notified in a timely manner via Canvas e-mail. 


Evaluation and Grading  


Weekly grades will be recorded and released via Canvas. Final class grades will NOT 
be shown in Canvas. Students will need to use the scale, rules and formula below in 
order to calculate their final class grade. 


Assignment Percentage of Grade 


Weekly Assignments 70% 


Final Paper 30% 


Total 100% 


 



https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-401.pdf





 


Grading Scale 


Letter Grade Points 


A 93 – 100 


A- 90 – 92 


B+ 87 – 89 


B 83 – 86 


B- 80 – 82 


C+ 77 – 79 


C 73 – 76 


C- 70 – 72 


D+ 67 – 69 


D 63 – 66 


D- 60 – 62 


F 59 and below 


Grading Formula  


Final class grades will not display in Canvas. Use this formula to calculate your final class 
grade! 


 (final project*.30) + [(sum of 10 highest scoring weekly assignments assignments/10) 
*.70] = final grade 


 







Attendance Policy 


This course is web-based, fully online and considered a "W" course. Students are 
expected to fully participate in all online activities and to complete all assignments by 
the due dates. 


Participation and a timely completion of work and assignments are both considered 
similar to attendance in a face-to-face class. Assignments that are not turned into 
Canvas before the due date, will receive 0 points. Missed quizzes cannot be retaken. 


Student Complaints and Appeals 


Procedures regarding student complaints and appeals can be found here: 
https://www.sdes.ucf.edu/student-complaints-and-appeals/ 


Deployed Active Duty Military Students 


Students who are deployed active duty military and/or National Guard personnel and 
require accommodation should contact their instructors as soon as possible after the 
semester begins and/or after they receive notification of deployment to make related 
arrangements. 


Religious Observances 


Students must notify their instructor in advance if they intend to miss class for a 
religious observance. For more information, see the UCF policy.  


Academic Honesty 


Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of Conduct: 
http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/process/roc. According to Section 1, “Academic Misconduct,” 
students are prohibited from engaging in 


1. Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, 
information or study aids in any academic exercise unless specifically authorized 
by the instructor of record. The unauthorized possession of examination or 
course-related material also constitutes cheating. 


2. Communication to another through written, visual, electronic (including GroupMe 
or similar apps or chat rooms), or oral means: The presentation of material which 
has not been studied or learned, but rather was obtained through someone else’s 
efforts and used as part of an examination, course assignment, or project. 


3. Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to another 
person, student, and/or uploading course material to a third-party vendor without 
authorization or without the express written permission of the university and the 
instructor. Course materials include but are not limited to class notes, Instructor’s 



https://www.sdes.ucf.edu/student-complaints-and-appeals/

http://regulations.ucf.edu/chapter5/documents/5.020ReligiousObservancesFINALOct17.pdf

http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/process/roc

http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/process/roc





PowerPoints, course syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, instruction sheets, homework, 
study guides, handouts, etc. 


4. Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work. 
5. Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the 


source, thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the 
student’s own. 


6. Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than 
once without the express written permission of the instructor. 


7. Helping another violate academic behavior standards. For more information 
about Academic Integrity, students may consult The Center for Academic 
Integrity. For more information about plagiarism and misuse of sources, see 
“Defining and Avoiding Plagiarism: The WPA Statement on Best Practices.”  


 


Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating 
 
Students should also familiarize themselves with the procedures for academic 
misconduct in UCF’s student handbook, The Golden 
Rule <http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/docs/goldenrule.pdf>. UCF faculty members have 
a responsibility for students’ education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to 
prevent unethical behavior and respond to academic misconduct when necessary. 
Penalties for violating rules, policies, and instructions within this course can range from 
a zero on the exercise to an “F” letter grade in the course. In addition, an Academic 
Misconduct report could be filed with the Office of Student Conduct, which could lead to 
disciplinary warning, disciplinary probation, or deferred suspension or separation from 
the University through suspension, dismissal, or expulsion with the addition of a “Z” 
designation on one’s transcript. 


Being found in violation of academic conduct standards could result in a student having 
to disclose such behavior on a graduate school application, being removed from a 
leadership position within a student organization, the recipient of scholarships, 
participation in University activities such as study abroad, internships, etc. 


Let’s avoid all of this by demonstrating values of honesty, trust, and integrity. No grade 
is worth compromising your integrity and moving your moral compass. Stay true to 
doing the right thing: take the zero, not a shortcut. 


Federal Financial Aid Requirement 


UCF must comply with a federal financial aid regulation that states that in order to 
receive federal aid, students must be  


actively academically engaged (according to a federal definition) in each course in 
which they are enrolled. All faculty are required to document students' academic activity 
at the beginning of each course. Without verification of this engagement, students will 
not receive their aid. 



http://www.academicintegrity.org/icai/assets/FVProject.pdf

http://www.academicintegrity.org/icai/assets/FVProject.pdf

http://wpacouncil.org/node/9

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/docs/goldenrule.pdf





In order to document that you began this course, you will be required to complete a 


short quiz in Canvas, no later than the first Friday of the very first week of classes 


(introductory week). Failure to do so may result in a delay in the disbursement of 


students’ financial aid or will mean that students will not receive their aid. 


 


Diversity and Inclusion 


One way to promote a safe and caring classroom community is to encourage each 
student’s unique voice, perspective, and presence. The following diversity statement 
gives professors language for explaining how students’ contributions will be valued: 


The University of Central Florida considers the diversity of its students, faculty, and staff 
to be a strength and critical to its educational mission. UCF expects every member of 
the university community to contribute to an inclusive and respectful culture for all in its 
classrooms, work environments, and at campus events. Dimensions of diversity can 
include sex, race, age, national origin, ethnicity, gender identity and expression, 
intellectual and physical ability, sexual orientation, income, faith and non-faith 
perspectives, socio-economic class, political ideology, education, primary language, 
family status, military experience, cognitive style, and communication style. The 
individual intersection of these experiences and characteristics must be valued in our 
community. 


Title IX prohibits sex discrimination, including sexual misconduct, sexual violence, 
sexual harassment, and retaliation. If you or someone you know has been harassed or 
assaulted, you can find resources available to support the victim, including confidential 
resources and information concerning reporting options 
at www.shield.ucf.edu and http://cares.sdes.ucf.edu/. 


If there are aspects of the design, instruction, and/or experiences within this course that 
result in barriers to your inclusion or accurate assessment of achievement, please notify 
the instructor as soon as possible and/or contact Student Accessibility Services. 


For more information on diversity and inclusion, Title IX, accessibility, or UCF’s 
complaint processes contact: 


• Title IX – OIE – http://oie.ucf.edu/ & askanadvocate@ucf.edu 
• Disability Accommodation – Student Accessibility Services 


– http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/ & sas@ucf.edu 
• Diversity and Inclusion Training and Events – www.diversity.ucf.edu 
• Student Bias Grievances – Just Knights response team – http://jkrt.sdes.ucf.edu/ 
• UCF Compliance and Ethics Office 


– http://compliance.ucf.edu/ & complianceandethics@ucf.edu 
• Ombuds Office – http://www.ombuds.ucf.edu 



http://www.shield.ucf.edu/

http://cares.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://oie.ucf.edu/

mailto:askanadvocate@ucf.edu

http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

mailto:sas@ucf.edu

http://www.diversity.ucf.edu/

http://jkrt.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://compliance.ucf.edu/

mailto:complianceandethics@ucf.edu

http://www.ombuds.ucf.edu/





UCF Cares: Resources for Students’ Personal Wellbeing 


During your UCF career, you may experience challenges including struggles with 
academics, finances, or your personal well-being. UCF has a multitude of resources 
available to all students. Please visit UCFCares.com if you are seeking resources and 
support, or if you are worried about a friend or classmate. Free services and information 
are included for a variety of student concerns, including but not limited to alcohol use, 
bias incidents, mental health concerns, and financial challenges. You can also e-
mail ucfcares@ucf.edu with questions or for additional assistance. You can reach a 
UCF Cares staff member between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. by calling 407-823-5607. If you are 
in immediate distress, please call Counseling and Psychological Services to speak 
directly with a counselor 24/7 at 407-823-2811, or please call 911. 


 


Student Accessibility 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all 
persons with disabilities. Students with disabilities who need disability-related access in 
this course should contact the professor as soon as possible. Students should also 
connect with Student Accessibility Services (SAS) <http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/> (Ferrell 
Commons 185, sas@ucf.edu, phone 407-823-2371). Through Student Accessibility 
Services, a Course Accessibility Letter may be created and sent to professors, which 
informs faculty of potential access and accommodations that might be reasonable. 
Determining reasonable access and accommodations requires consideration of the 
course design, course learning objectives and the individual academic and course 
barriers experienced by the student. 


Campus Safety Statement for Students in Online-Only Courses 


Though most emergency situations are primarily relevant to courses that meet in 
person, such incidents can also impact online students, either when they are on or near 
campus to participate in other courses or activities or when their course work is affected 
by off-campus emergencies. The following policies apply to courses in online 
modalities.  


To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text 
alerts by going to ucf.edu and logging in. Click on “Student Self Service” located on the 
left side of the screen in the toolbar, scroll down to the blue “Personal Information” 
heading on the Student Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the information, 
including e-mail address, cell phone number, and cell phone provider, click “Apply” to 
save the changes, and then click “OK.” Students with special needs related to 
emergency situations should speak with their instructors outside of class. 
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Viruses 


A virus can spell disaster. Your use of a reputable anti-virus program is a requirement 
for participation in this course (good ones include McAfee or Norton). 


Also, back up your files: “My hard drive crashed.” “My modem doesn’t work.” “My printer 
is out of ink.” These are today’s equivalents of “My dog ate my homework.” These 
events really do occur and they are really inconvenient when they do. However, these 
are not valid excuses for failing to get your work in on time. 


E-mail Protocols 


E-mail will be an integral part of this course. Make sure you: Check your e-mail at least 
once every 48 hours during regular business hours (more often is better). 


Be patient. Don’t expect an immediate response when you send a message. Generally, 
two business days is considered reasonable amount of time to receive a reply. Please 
note that your professor only checks and answers to e-mails during regular business 
hours. 


Include “Subject” headings: use something that is descriptive and refer to a particular 
assignment or topic. 


Be courteous and considerate. Being honest and expressing yourself freely is very 
important, but being considerate of others online is just as important as in the 
classroom. 


Make every effort to be clear. Online communication lacks the nonverbal cues that fill in 
much of the meaning in face-to-face communication. 


Do not use all caps. This makes the message very hard to read and is considered 
“shouting.” Check spelling, grammar, and punctuation (you may want to compose in a 
word processor, then cut and paste the message into the discussion or e-mail). 


Break up large blocks of text into paragraphs and use a space between paragraphs. 


Sign your e-mail messages. 


Never assume that your e-mail can be read by no one except yourself; others may be 
able to read or access your mail. Never send or keep anything that you would mind 
seeing on the evening news. 


Copyright 


This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, 
images, text materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use 







doctrine in order to enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, 
download or distribute these items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for 
this online classroom environment and your use only. All copyright materials are 
credited to the copyright holder. 


Technical Assistance 


For specific problems in any of the areas below or for further information go to the 
corresponding link for assistance. 


UCF Home Page will help find UCF resources. 


UCF Service Desk – You can also call the Service Desk at 407-823-5117. 


Learning Online This site provides information on study skills for distance learners, the 
library and the writing center. 


Buying a new computer or upgrading your current equipment – 
http://www.cstore.ucf.edu/ 


Technical Discussion Topic: If you have technical questions and/or problems, please 
post a message to the Technical Discussion Topic. I encourage members of the class 
who are technically proficient to also monitor this discussion topic and assist your 
classmates. 


If your equipment problems prevent you from using e-mail from home, there are many 
computer labs on campus and virtually every public library offers Internet access. 


 


Third-Party Software and FERPA 


During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or 
software applications sometimes called third-party software such as a blog or wiki. 
While some of these could be required assignments, you need not make any personally 
identifying information on a public site. Do not post or provide any private information 
about yourself or your classmates. Where appropriate you may use a pseudonym or 
nickname. Some written assignments posted publicly may require personal 
reflection/comments, but the assignments will not require you to disclose any personally 
identity-sensitive information. If you have any concerns about this, please contact your 
instructor. 


 


 







Statement Regarding COVID-19 


Notifications in Case of Changes to Course Modality 


Depending on the course of the pandemic during the semester, the university may 
make changes to the way classes are offered. If that happens, please look for 
announcements or messages in Webcourses@UCF or Knights email about changes 
specific to this course. 


COVID-19 and Illness Notification 


Students who believe they may have a COVID-19 diagnosis should contact UCF 
Student Health Services (407-823-2509) so proper contact tracing procedures can take 
place. 


Students should not come to campus if they are ill, are experiencing any symptoms of 
COVID-19, have tested positive for COVID, or if anyone living in their residence has 
tested positive or is sick with COVID-19 symptoms. CDC guidance for COVID-19 
symptoms is located here: (https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-
testing/symptoms.html) 


Students should contact their instructor(s) as soon as possible if they miss class for any 
illness reason to discuss reasonable adjustments that might need to be made. When 
possible, students should contact their instructor(s) before missing class. 


In Case of Faculty Illness 


If the instructor falls ill during the semester, there may be changes to this course, 
including having a backup instructor take over the course. Please look for 
announcements or mail in Webcourses@UCF or Knights email for any alterations to this 
course. 


 


Course Accessibility and Disability COVID-19 Supplemental Statement 


Accommodations may need to be added or adjusted should this course shift from an on-
campus to a remote format. Students with disabilities should speak with their instructor 
and should contact sas@ucf.edu to discuss specific accommodations for this or other 
courses. 
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Important Disclaimer 


These descriptions and timelines are subject to change at the discretion of the 
professor. I will provide notification of such changes in a timely manner. 
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Instructor Roger Handberg 
Office Phillips Hall 302 
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appointments) 
Phone 407-823-2608 
Email roger.handberg@ucf.edu 


  


  


Overview 


            Nations confront the necessity for conducting their foreign policies across a 
broad spectrum of issues by involving a variety of instruments.  National security 
at the most general level means protecting the United States against all foreseeable 
threats not just military  The spectrum of security threats ranges from economic 
coercion, cyber war to weapons of mass destruction (WMD) including biological, 
chemical and nuclear, and climate change. The latter is considered a real problem 
by the military in terms of generating future conflicts among states for scarce 
resources such as water and imparting operations. Environmental security has 
become an official concern of the Department of Defense (DoD) for more than a 
decade predating the Obama administration. 
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One major tool available in all states but Costa Rica is the military itself; an 
institution organized to inflict violence on behalf of the state across a wide 
diversity of contexts ranging from internal defense to nuclear 
holocaust.   However, militaries due to their tight organizational cohesion and 
discipline have also been found by many states to be very useful for other 
purposes.   Thus, militaries are employed for a wide range of purposes; some far 
removed from the context of war such as conducting humanitarian operations or 
completing social and economic improvements within the society itself also known 
as military operations other than war (MOOTW), see 
http://www.au.af.mil/au/awc/awcgate/pub1/appendix_e.pdf (Links to an external 
site.). One historical example is West Point in its original configuration – the 
academy produced many of the engineers who built the dams and railroads that 
assisted the United States grown economically and geographically. That was a 
deliberate decision by the academy’s founders including President Thomas 
Jefferson who saw the possibilities of an institution that would meet both civilian 
and military needs. 


In this course, we will explore these issues within the context of the United 
States.  American security policy is a direct reflection of the desires and needs of 
the specific society it protects, a fact which makes it different from those goals 
sought by other societies but at the same time very similar.  The differences relate 
to the individual societies and the values they represent.  Because of its enormous 
coercive power, important issues exist regarding who controls the military and 
their likely obedience to the lawful authority.  For many societies, the military 
becomes an independent political actor fully capable and willing to intervene in 
national politics.  Military coups are part of the national politics such as in Turkey 
where the military previously intervened to protect what they saw as the secular 
nature of the state but failed in 2016 or in Egypt where the military intervened in 
July 2013. 


American traditions, however, emphasize civilian control over the military, an 
issue that becomes more complicated as military technologies become more exotic, 
expensive and powerful. The separation between the military and the society it 
defends can prove to be a source of national weakness if the gap grows too wide. 
For example, General Douglas MacArthur was ordered to return to the United 
States from Korea in 1951 by President Harry Truman in a test of the civilian 
leadership’s capacity to require obedience. There were some who argued General 
MacArthur should resist what they saw a “temporary political authority,” 
temporary or not, in the American context obedience to a lawful order was the 
expectation which MacArthur fulfilled despite those calls for deliberate 
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disobedience. MacArthur willingness to comply became an essential part of 
American military and political tradition unlike a number of states which fear 
possible military intervention into national politics and their refusal to obey 
civilian government directives. 


As an instrument of American security policy, the American military has to adapt 
to changing domestic and international contexts, which either accentuate or 
depreciate the military’s value within the society.   Historically, American society 
has been very hostile to the military; seeing military service as a burden sometimes 
necessary but not the expected or desired norm. In our discussions, we will trace 
out the changes encountered by the military over the past century, a period during 
which the United States entered fully onto the world stage despite strong desires to 
remain aloof from such entanglements (i.e., isolationism).   This meant for 
example that the United States military did not shrink down to insignificance as it 
had after every previous war up until World War II. The Soviet threats was 
considered of such importance that the American military after WWII was rapidly 
expanded to first fight the Korea War starting in 1950 and then contend with the 
Soviet threat globally. With the Cold War’s end in 1991, the military fully entered 
into a period of dramatic change in which the Soviet Union disappeared and the 
United States ascended to the status of the world’s dominant military power.  


This unipolar status was more tenuous than one might expect given the concurrent 
possibility of an ongoing Revolution in Military Affairs (RMA).  The outcome of a 
RMA is by definition difficult to predict because the effect can be to destroy the 
technological dominance of the existing militaries.   The United States is 
attempting to navigate between the shoals of excessive reliance upon obsolete 
technologies and the fantasies of super weapons that do not in fact work and may 
leave the United States more vulnerable than previously.  That voyage takes us into 
the twenty first century and the brave new world of space operations and cyber 
war.  American security policy has entered a period of dramatic change in which 
old road markers are gone and the new are not yet in place.  The threats are more 
diverse than ever as globalization takes form. 


Financial Aid Assignment: 


There is a Financial Aid Assignment that all students receiving financial aid must 
complete in a timely manner in order to verify their attendance in the course, go to 
the Assignments tab to locate that requirement. Failure to complete this assignment 
could lead to you being required to immediately repay loans or not receive your 







financial aid. This is a federal requirement being enforced at UCF through 
Financial Aid.  


Textbooks and Other Readings: 


            One textbook is required for this course but in addition, you are expected to 
access the web links in the modules and those provided in web links section of the 
website. Given the power of the web to allow access to additional materials, we 
will use sources off the web although some may come as articles in journals which 
are available through the UCF Library website through on line journals. Expected 
readings and assignments are denoted in the modules. 


             Donald M. Snow – National Security for a New Era, 7th edition 
(Routledge) 


Course Objectives: 


Students will acquire a general understanding of the historical foundations, present 
context and future development of American security policy as an arena for human 
activities.  As part of that process, students will 


1. Develop understanding of the field’s historical development. 
2. Understand the influence of technology and politics upon the development 


of American security policy. Military policies and activities are immersed in 
politics often to the professionals’ dismay but a reality that must be 
addressed. According to Clausewitz (crudely paraphrased): “war is the 
extension of politics by other means.” 


3. Develop an understanding of the international implications of various 
national security activities. Military forces can be used for internal security 
but in the American context historically, they have been focused on the 
external-international environment. In fact in American politics, the military 
historically has been restricted in its ability to function domestically. Recent 
events have raised the question whether the military should be charged with 
border security in a direct way.  


4. Become aware of the organizational forums and processes (public, private 
and international sectors) through which national security policy is 
developed and implemented in pursuit of national goals. 


5. Analyze the changing parameters of security policy as we move through the 
21st century especially the rapidly changing nature and impact of technology 
and economics. 







6. Demonstrate the ability to access information regarding ongoing security 
policy development and implementation. 


7. Become aware of the impact of geography on security policy, a factor that 
has protected the United States from external enemies but now shrinking in 
certain ways. 


Communicating within the Course 


In this class our official mode of communication is through the course email 
located inside Canvas and to my official email: roger.handberg@ucf.edu. All 
communications between student and instructor and between student and student 
should be respectful and professional. It is the student's responsibility to check the 
"course mail" tool frequently for emails germane to the course. You must also 
create a Knight's Email account at www.knightsemail.ucf.eduLinks to an external 
site. for separate official communications from the university. Under university 
policy, the instructor is prohibited from communicating official information about 
student performance except through Knight’s email (the email system is free). 


Grade Structure: 


            Grades are determined through a variety of student activities including two 
exams taken on line through the Quiz function, two assignments completed on the 
web through the Assignments function, a web link search for extra credit through 
the introductory assignment, and a course project proposal and subsequent course 
project submitted on line.  The overall weight assigned to each section is shown 
below with a brief description provided for each facet.  Due dates are provided in 
the assignments section on the course homepage.  A total of 1000 points plus a 
possible 50 points extra credit will be assigned across the semester with each 
graded segment assigned a point value.  Final grades will be recorded as A, B, C., 
etc rather than incorporating pluses and minuses. Grades are posted through the 
course website and are accessible as soon as the materials are graded. 


Plagiarism and Cheating of any kind on an examination, quiz, or assignment will 
result at least in an "F" for that assignment (and may, depending on the severity of 
the case, lead to an "F" for the entire course) and offenders may be subject to 
appropriate referral to the Office of Student Conduct for further action. See the 
UCF Golden Rule for further information. I will assume for this course that you 
will adhere to the academic creed of this University and will maintain the highest 
standards of academic integrity. In other words, don't cheat by giving answers to 
others or taking them from anyone else. I will also adhere to the highest standards 
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of academic integrity, so please do not ask me to change (or expect me to change) 
your grade illegitimately or to bend or break rules for one person that will not 
apply to everyone. 


            Examinations – 40 % total (two exams across the term) 


            Assignments – 20 % total (total of two assignments across the term) 


            Course project proposal – 10 % 


            Course project – 30 % 


            Introductory Assignment – 5% - extra credit –only opportunity for extra 
credit provided during the term, once closed, no more extra credit opportunities 
will be offered. 


 NOTE: All assignments and other submissions must be done in MS Word 
format; otherwise, I am unable to open the document. This may lead to a 
delay in grading the materials while you resubmit the assignment. A second 
occurrence will result in a “zero” for the assignment. This restriction means 
no MS Works or other word processing programs are accepted. 


The Exams can incorporate both essay and short answer formats. Students will be 
queried as to their understanding of the processes engaged in developing American 
Security policy.  The Assignments will test student understanding of different 
information and concepts discussed in the modules and in the readings.  The 
Introductory Assignment involves students completing a course-related web search 
and demonstrating certain techniques related to successfully completing the course 
plus answering two questions related to the syllabus.  This is the only extra credit 
assignment available during this course so please do not ask for additional extra 
credit opportunities. 


            The Web Link Annotation as part of the Introductory Assignment involves 
students locating Internet links not already identified in the course.  Their 
assignment becomes annotating (describing and evaluating) in general terms the 
particular site’s content, usability and then make some assessment as to its validity, 
usefulness and reliability as a possible source of information. The information 
should include the site’s URL and date it was accessed. Format for reporting 
references including website appears at the end of this document. Simply put, the 
question is whether the link is worth accessing or not?  Much of the material on the 







Web is of dubious reliability, becoming a critical content evaluator and consumer 
of information is an important part of the course. 


            Topics for the assignments are identified in the modules. Each 
assignment is a minimum of 1200 words, maximum of 2,000 words. Minimum 
of 5 references, text materials or modules do not count as a reference. 
Wikipedia is not an acceptable reference, first use entails going down a grade; 
second failure of the assignment or project. Number the pages in your 
assignment and course proposal and project. Format for references given 
here; note all web references must include the date the website is accessed and 
the URL. 


Formatting for Assignments, proposals and papers in Handberg Courses: 


Papers should be 10 or 12 point font, double space or 1.5 space between sentences. 
Students should use end notes (footnotes at the end of the paper or assignment) 
with references in the following format within the end notes: 


          Book: author name(s), book title (publisher name, year published), pages 
cited (required if a quote is used from the reference) 


          Article journal: author name(s), “article title in quotes,” Journal title 
complete, volume number of journal (date published including month if available), 
pages in article, if quote, page required from which quote gotten. 


          Newspaper/periodical article: author name(s), “article title,” newspaper 
name (date published), if web based provide complete URL (date website accessed 
and article read). 


          Government document or report: author name(s) or committee or group 
author name, “report title,” name of agency for which report done, if web accessed 
provide complete URL (provide date website accessed and report read), provide 
pages quoted or accessed (required if quote used). 


          Website: author name(s) or organizational home of website, title of website 
or applicable tab within the website, provide complete URL (provide date website 
accessed and read). For the Introductory Assignment, you are expected to adhere to 
this format for reporting on the website you selected. 


Proper citation is important especially since I reserve the right to check on your 
cite as to relevance and accuracy. Do not list references you have not read. 







Course Project 


            In this segment of the course, all students are to participate by completing a 
substantive paper on a topic within the realm of American security policy, see list 
of topics below.  The student, based upon agreement with the instructor, chooses a 
specific project or topic from a prescribed list of topics.  The possibility obviously 
exists depending upon the number of students that individual students will produce 
duplicate projects or topics.  That situation provides the opportunity for instructor 
comparison between the individual projects.  Individual students are graded on the 
originality and thought of the project for which they are responsible. Topics 
selected can range over a variety of topics related to American security policy. 
General topic areas can include research on: 1. Cyber warfare, given the threat is 
successful defense possible? 2. U.S. naval policy regarding fleet composition and 
where it should be stationed, 3. develop a policy regarding use of unmanned 
aerial vehicles, armed or not including domestic use, 4. Does counter insurgency 
strategy work or under what conditions does it work? (This requires you define 
what counter insurgency means historically and presently), 5. What options are 
available for U.S. security policy in relation to terrorism, which is separate from 
counter insurgency and larger in scope, and 6. Other topics may be suggested 
which must be explicitly agreed to by the instructor in writing through the course 
website or official email. One can also examine programs and projects in other 
national militaries, providing an opportunity to expand your horizons beyond the 
U.S. military. We are considering policy questions rather than tactics per se 
although ongoing and historical events can be used as illustrations but the focus is 
on current and future American security policy rather than historical 
reconstructions of past wars and events. 


 Topic selections must be chosen and submitted through the Assignments portion 
of the website by 11 pm, 13 September and posted to the course website. The 
project proposal involves a prospectus of at least 1,000 words defining and 
explaining exactly what you are proposing to study and what sources have 
been preliminarily found to complete the project successfully. You must 
provide a minimum of five references, not including textbook materials or 
Wikipedia. This means you must provide a clear statement of the exact topic 
being analyzed.  Failure to turn in an acceptable proposal will result in an “F” 
for the entire project and for the course. After review by the instructor, students 
can begin their project.  Changing your topic after it is accepted must be done 
by October 15th and subject to approval of the instructor. 







Course projects must be a minimum of 2,500 words to a maximum of 4,000 
words, 15 references, only half can be solely web although library journal 
articles accessed through the web are not considered web only. For project 
and proposal formatting, see the formatting instructions given above. Any 
changed topic must be approved by the instructor; otherwise, the changed 
topic will not be accepted.  Other changes in the original topic in terms of 
scope or focus but still in the same general topic, for example, should be 
emailed to the instructor for his approval.  NO TOPIC CHANGES WILL BE 
ACCEPTED AFTER 15 OCTOBER AT 11 pm. This is in order that sufficient 
time exists to complete your project. Late projects or assignments are graded 
down 10 percent a day for 4 four days which is when an F grade is reached. 
However, failure to complete a satisfactory project will result in an “F” for 
the course regardless of the number of points earned in other portions of the 
course. 


Course Schedule: 


            The specifics for the course schedule in terms of content are handled through 
the Syllabus page and the modules listed therein. You must read the modules in 
order to know what textbook chapters and other materials are assigned, readings 
are listed inside the modules to be read. Students are expected to be current on 
readings and assignments since they are available twenty four seven. 


Other applicable University Policies are listed below:  


Academic Integrity 


Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of ConductLinks to an 
external site. . According to Section 1, “Academic Misconduct,” students are 
prohibited from engaging in 


1. Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, 
information or study aids in any academic exercise unless specifically 
authorized by the instructor of record. The unauthorized possession of 
examination or course-related material also constitutes cheating. 


2. Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral means: 
The presentation of material which has not been studied or learned, but 
rather was obtained through someone else’s efforts and used as part of an 
examination, course assignment, or project. 


3. Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to 
another person, student, and/or uploading course material to a third-party 
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vendor without authorization or without the express written permission of 
the university and the instructor. Course materials include but are not limited 
to class modules, course syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, instruction sheets, 
homework, study guides, handouts, etc. 


4. Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work. 
5. Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of 


the source, thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is 
the student’s own. 


6. Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more 
than once without the express written permission of the instructor. 


7. Helping another violate academic behavior standards. 


For more information about Academic Integrity, students may consult The Center 
for Academic Integrity (Links to an external site.) Links to an external site. . 


For more information about plagiarism and misuse of sources, see “ Defining and 
Avoiding Plagiarism: The WPA Statement on Best Practices (Links to an external 
site.) Links to an external site. .”  


Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating 


Students should also familiarize themselves with the procedures for academic 
misconduct in UCF’s student handbook, The Golden RuleLinks to an external site. 
. UCF faculty members have a responsibility for students’ education and the value 
of a UCF degree, and so seek to prevent unethical behavior and when necessary 
respond to academic misconduct. Penalties can include a failing grade in an 
assignment or in the course, suspension or expulsion from the university, and/or a 
“Z Designation” on a student’s official transcript indicating academic dishonesty, 
where the final grade for this course will be preceded by the letter Z. For more 
information about the Z Designation, click hereLinks to an external site. .  


Course Accessibility Statement 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion 
for all persons with disabilities. Students with disabilities who need disability-
related access in this course should contact the professor as soon as possible. 
Students should also connect with Student Accessibility Services (SAS) 
<http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/> (Ferrell Commons 185, sas@ucf.edu, phone 407-823-
2371). Through Student Accessibility Services, a Course Accessibility Letter may 
be created and sent to professors, which informs faculty of potential access and 
accommodations that might be reasonable. Determining reasonable access and 
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accommodations requires consideration of the course design, course learning 
objectives and the individual academic and course barriers experienced by the 
student. 


Campus Safety Statement for information purposes 


Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise during class, everyone 
needs to work together. Students should be aware of their surroundings and 
familiar with some basic safety and security concepts.   


In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance. 


Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall 
near the door. Students should make a note of the guide’s physical location and 
review the online version at http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.htmlLinks 
to an external site. . 


Students should know the evacuation routes from each of their classrooms and 
have a plan for finding safety in case of an emergency. 


If there is a medical emergency during class, students may need to access a first-
aid kit or AED (Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those are 
located, see http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/workplacesafety.htmlLinks to an external 
site.  (click on link from menu on left). 


To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF 
text alerts by going to ucf.eduLinks to an external site.  and logging in. Click on 
“Student Self Service” located on the left side of the screen in the toolbar, scroll 
down to the blue “Personal Information” heading on the Student Center screen, 
click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the information, including e-mail address, cell phone 
number, and cell phone provider, click “Apply” to save the changes, and then click 
“OK.” 


Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their 
instructors outside of class. 



http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html

http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html

http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/workplacesafety.html

http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/workplacesafety.html

http://my.ucf.edu/





To learn about how to manage an active-shooter situation on campus or elsewhere, 
consider viewing this video (Links to an external site.) Links to an external site. 


. 


Campus Safety Statement for Students in Online-Only Courses  


Though most emergency situations are primarily relevant to courses that meet in 
person, such incidents can also impact online students, either when they are on or 
near campus to participate in other courses or activities or when their course work 
is affected by off-campus emergencies. The following policies apply to courses in 
online modalities.  


To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF 
text alerts by going to ucf.eduLinks to an external site.  and logging in. Click on 
“Student Self Service” located on the left side of the screen in the toolbar, scroll 
down to the blue “Personal Information” heading on the Student Center screen, 
click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the information, including e-mail address, cell phone 
number, and cell phone provider, click “Apply” to save the changes, and then click 
“OK.” 


Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their 
instructors outside of class. 


Make-Up Assignments for Authorized University Events or Co-curricular 
Activities 


Students who represent the university in an authorized event or activity (for 
example, student-athletes) and who are unable to meet a course deadline due to a 
conflict with that event must provide the instructor with documentation in advance 
to arrange a make-up. No penalty will be applied. For more information, see the 
UCF policyLinks to an external site. .  


Religious Observances 


Students must notify their instructor in advance if they intend to miss class for a 
religious observance. For more information, see the UCF policyLinks to an 
external site.. 



https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk

https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk

http://my.ucf.edu/

http://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-401.1MakeupAssignmentsForAuthorizedUniversityEventsOrCocurricularActivities.pdf

http://regulations.ucf.edu/chapter5/documents/5.020ReligiousObservancesFINALOct17.pdf

http://regulations.ucf.edu/chapter5/documents/5.020ReligiousObservancesFINALOct17.pdf

https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk





Deployed Active Duty Military Students 


Students who are deployed active duty military and/or National Guard personnel 
and require accommodation should contact their instructors as soon as possible 
after the semester begins and/or after they receive notification of deployment to 
make related arrangements. 


Possible use of Turnitin.com 


In this course we may utilize turnitin.com, an automated system which instructors 
can use to quickly and easily compare each student's assignment with billions of 
web sites, as well as an enormous database of student papers that grows with each 
submission. Accordingly, you may be expected to submit assignments in electronic 
format. After the assignment is processed, as an instructor I receive a report from 
turnitin.com that states if and how another author's work was used in the 
assignment. For a more detailed look at this process, visit 
http://www.turnitin.com (Links to an external site.)  


 


INR 4114 American Security Policy 


Schedule of Assignments 
Fall 2021 


Module 
Number 


Module 
Name 


Date Open Date Closed Assignment 


  


0 


  


Getting 
started 


  


August 23rd 


  


September 6th 
at 11pm 


Complete extra credit in Module 
0 including posting web 
annotation to the drop box and 
complete class discussion 


Financial 
Verification 


complete 
financial 
verification 
task 


August 23rd August 30th at 
11pm 


complete the exercise in the 
assignment 


1 What does 
National 
Security 
Mean 
Today? 


August 23rd September 1st 
at 11pm 


Read materials, start work on 
project proposal and Assignment 
1 



http://www.turnitin.com/





2 Introduction 
- Historical, 
World War 
Two and 
the Cold 
War 


September 1st 
September 
10th 


at 11pm 


Read Materials and respond to 
Discussion: “In your judgment, 
is the US and Russia and/or 
China engaged in a 'cool' war or 
a renewed Cold War?” 


Project 
Proposal 


Picking 
your topic 


23 August September 
13th at 11pm 


Submit project proposal as Word 
file 


3 Historical – 
Post Cold 
War, the 
End of 
Isolation? 


September 11th September 
20th at 11pm 


Complete Assignment 1 


Assignment 
1 


Assignment 
1 August 23rd September 


20th at 11pm 
submit Assignment 1 as Word 
file 


4 Changing 
Nature of 
War and 
Peace 


September 20th September 
30th 


Read materials assigned in 
module 


5 The 
Revolution 
in Military 
Affairs? 


October 1st October 7th at 
11pm 


Read materials and respond to 
Discussion Group: “Are we in an 
RMA and does it matter?” 


1st Exam Test October 8th October 11th 
at 11pm 


Complete examination on line 


6 New Modes 
of War, 
Traditional 
Questions 


October 12th October 19th 
at 11pm 


Complete readings 


7 Is Missile 
Defense 
Possible? 


October 20th October 27th 
at 11pm 


•  
o  
 Complete 


readings 
& 
Respond 
to 
Discussion 
Group: 
"How 
realistic is 
BMD?" 


  
Assignment 
2 


Assignment 
2 October 12th October 28th 


at 11pm 
• Complete Assignment 2 







  
8 Special 


Operations 
as the 
Future? 


October 29th November 7th 
at 11pm 


Complete readings 


Project Project September 13th November 7th 
at 11 pm 


Turn project report in through 
assignments page 


9 Alternative 
Weapons: 


Cyber War 
& Drones 


  


November 8th November 
18th at 11pm 


• Complete readings & 
Respond to “Cyber war 
requires government 
control of internet within 
the U.S.?” 


  
10 The Future 


of War: 
How Safe is 
Safe and 
Predicting 
the Future 


November 19th December 2nd 
at 11pm 


Complete readings 


2nd Exam Second 
Exam 


December 3rd December 6th 
at 11pm 


Complete exam on line 
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Instructor Information  


• Instructor: Dr. Annabelle Conroy 
• Office Location: HPH 302 
• Office Hours (all times are EDT - Orlando time). Regular office hours will be 


held through Zoom and the link is provided below.  For these office hours, 
you do not need an appointment.  Just "join" the Zoom session at any point 
during that period by clicking on the link.  If you wish to meet at a different 
time, send me a message through Webcourses to arrange a meeting. 


•  
o  


▪ Dr. Conroy's Office Hours: 


▪ Tuesdays: 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM /  Office: HPH 
302 or Zoom Meeting ID: 931 4117 7980 


▪ Wednesdays: 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM /  Office: 
HPH 302 or Zoom Meeting ID: 961 1883 
6313 



https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1391601/assignments/syllabus#GCI

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1391601/assignments/syllabus#CD

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1391601/assignments/syllabus#CMR

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1391601/assignments/syllabus#SLO

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1391601/assignments/syllabus#CA

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1391601/assignments/syllabus#AGP

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1391601/assignments/syllabus#ID

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1391601/assignments/syllabus#PS





▪ By appointment (contact me by 
Webcourses email to arrange a meeting 
time) 


• Phone: (407) 823-2608 (does not take messages) 
• Digital Contact: Please use the Webcourses@UCF messaging to contact 


me. I aim to respond within 24 hours. If you need information on how to do 
this, please go to the Webcourses 
site: https://cdl.ucf.edu/support/webcourses/guides/conversations/ 


   


Course Information 


• Term: Fall 2021 
• Course Number & Section: POS2041-M602 
• Course Name: American National Government 
• Credit Hours: 3 
• Class Meeting Days: Wednesdays 
• Class Meeting Time:  3:00 PM - 4:15 PM 
• Class Location: CB1 0112 
• Course Modality: Mixed Mode 


  


Enrollment Requirements  
Course Prerequisites (if applicable): None 
Course Co-requisites (if applicable): None 
Other Enrollment Requirements (if applicable): N/A 


Course Description 
POS2041-American National Government has been designed to provide a 
comprehensive introduction to the concepts and issues of the United States 
government. It examines the structure, philosophy, accomplishments, and challenges of 
the American government. Students will examine and analyze why the American 
political system operates as it does, who wins and who loses in the process and why 
this system endures. In addition, this course will provide you with the tools to 
understand, effectively participate in, and influence the political process in order to 
address issues of importance to our communities. 


The problems that we face as a society are multifaceted and, thus, require that 
individuals with different backgrounds, training, and perspectives collaborate to 
elaborate and implement effective solutions. Thus, it is imperative that we learn how to 
do this effectively. This course includes several assignments geared towards 
developing teamwork skills and strategies 



https://cdl.ucf.edu/support/webcourses/guides/conversations/





This course will be taught from a transdisciplinary and comparative perspective. This 
means that we will examine topics from a variety of angles and determine the linkages 
that exist between politics, society, culture, science, and the arts. In addition, we will 
continuously compare and contrast the United States to countries around the world to 
try to understand why certain patterns and phenomena are present in some contexts 
and not in others. This is based on the assumption that we can understand our own 
country better if we compare it against others. 


This term our class will be working on one of UCF's priority policy areas: the issue of 
human trafficking.  To that effect, for the final project we will be partnering with another 
class at UCF in the Criminal Justice program: CCJ4694: Human Trafficking.  The 
objective of this is to apply what you learned in the course, to develop professional 
skills, and to make connections with students who are already further along in their UCF 
careers. The project is designed to introduce you to the career readiness competencies 
(competencies that employers are requiring all graduates to demonstrate), skills needed to 
demonstrate these competencies, and prepare you to 'translate' your past and current 
experiences into your employment search tools. 


These competencies/skills are*: 
 


•  
o  
▪ Career & Self Development: Proactively develop 


oneself and one’s career through continual 
personal and professional learning, awareness of one’s 
strengths and weaknesses, navigation of career 
opportunities, and networking to build relationships within 
and without one’s organization.  


o   
▪ Communication: Clearly and effectively exchange 


information, ideas, facts, and perspectives with persons 
inside and outside of an organization. 


o   
▪ Critical Thinking: Identify and respond to needs based 


upon an understanding 
of situational context and logical analysis of relevant 
information. 


o   
▪ Equity & Inclusion: Demonstrate the awareness, 


attitude, knowledge, and skills 
required to equitably engage and include people from 
different 
local and global cultures. Engage in anti-racist practices 
that 
actively challenge the systems, structures, and policies 
of racism. 


o   







▪ Leadership: Recognize and capitalize on personal and 
team strengths to 
achieve organizational goals. 


o   
▪ Professionalism: Knowing work environments differ 


greatly, understand and 
demonstrate effective work habits, and act in the interest 
of the 
larger community and workplace. 


o   
▪ Teamwork: Build and maintain collaborative 


relationships to work effectively toward common goals, 
while appreciating diverse viewpoints and shared 
responsibilities. 


o   
▪ Technology: Understand and leverage technologies 


ethically to enhance 
efficiencies, complete tasks, and accomplish goals. 


* Source: NACE Career Readiness Initiative: https://www.naceweb.org/career-
readiness/competencies/career-readiness-defined/   
All of these competencies have been identified by employers as significant assets in 
hiring/promotion decisions. 


Modality 


This class will be held in person (M Modality) in CB1 
0112. https://goo.gl/maps/Ke1NYW4L4AKDy14A9 . Please make sure you are on 
time.  Give yourself extra time the first day to familiarize yourself with the classroom 
location. 


  


  


Course Materials and Resources 


Required Textbook 


The textbook for this class is: 



https://www.naceweb.org/career-readiness/competencies/career-readiness-defined/

https://www.naceweb.org/career-readiness/competencies/career-readiness-defined/

https://goo.gl/maps/Ke1NYW4L4AKDy14A9





 


  


  


OpenStax and Lumen Learning: American Government 
(2e),  https://pressbooks.online.ucf.edu/pos2041ac/  Print: American Government from 
OpenStax, Print ISBN 1947172654, Digital ISBN 1947172662, 
https://openstax.org/details/books/american-government-2e 


Good news: your textbook for this class is available for free online!  Your book is 
available in web view and PDF for free.  You can use whichever format you wish. The 
web view is recommended -- the responsive design works seamlessly on any device.  In 
addition, the web version may include end-of-chapter review questions not included in 
the print version.  However, if you prefer, you can also get a print version at a very low 
cost. If you wish to buy a hard copy of the book, you can purchase it on Amazon,  but 
make sure you use the link on your book page on openstax.org so you get the official 
OpenStax print version  ( https://www.amazon.com/dp/1947172654 ). (Simple printouts 
sold by third parties on Amazon are not verifiable and not as high-quality.)  


The link for each chapter is included in each week’s module.  To access each chapter 
you just have to click on the link provided in each module.  To navigate through the 
chapter, you may use the "Next" or "Back" buttons located at the top and bottom of each 
chapter's screen.   


  



https://openstax.org/details/books/american-government-2e

https://www.amazon.com/dp/1947172654

https://pressbooks.online.ucf.edu/pos2041ac/

https://pressbooks.online.ucf.edu/pos2041ac/





Hardware/Software Requirements 
The following hardware and software technologies needed to complete assignments: 


• Desktop or laptop computer 
• Webcam 
• Microphone 
• Either speakers or headphones 
• Reliable access to the internet 
• Access to Webcourses@UCF 
• Access to ucf.zoom.us with NID and NID password 


  


  


Student Learning Outcomes 
The main objectives of this course are: 


1. To provide students with a comprehensive introduction to the American 
system of government. 


2. To provide students with an understanding of the ways in which the various 
branches of the government, as well as other political actors, operate in the 
context of the American political institutions and processes. 


3. To show how the main political actors and institutions have changed over 
time. 


4. To develop key skills required for the successful study of political science and 
for the graduate job market. 


5. To provide students with the tools to become active and engaged citizens and 
to have the ability to make informed political decisions. 


 
By the end of the course students should: 


1. Develop and demonstrate an understanding of the basic principles and 
practices of American democracy and how they are applied in our republican 
form of government. 


2. Develop and demonstrate an understanding of the United States Constitution 
and its application. 


3. Develop and demonstrate knowledge of the founding documents and how 
they have shaped the nature and functions of our institutions of self-
governance. 



https://ucf.zoom.us/





4. Develop and demonstrate an understanding of landmark Supreme Court 
cases, landmark legislation, and landmark executive actions and their impact 
on law and society. 


In addition, this course is designed as an introduction to and preparation for higher-level 
courses by developing skills such as oral presentation, writing, test-taking and 
teamwork skills. 


  


Course Activities 
This course will consist of a combination of activities: class discussions, individual 
research, and short writing assignments. Each week I will post one or more questions 
which you should consider and prepare for that week's discussion. The questions, 
readings, and assignments for each week can be found on the modules for each week. 
To see which module corresponds to each week, please consult the class schedule. 


The course activities required in this course are: 


Protocol Points: 


Protocol points are points that are given to you at the beginning of the course and will 
remain with you as long as you observe and abide by the class protocols and the UCF 
student code of conduct.  In other words, you start off with 2.5 points and you will only 
lose some or all of them if you somehow violate any of the protocols set forth in the 
syllabus. 


You can lose protocol points if you do any of the following: 


1. Use rude, disrespectful, intimidating, or unprofessional language in any 
communication or discussion assignment in this course. Please make sure to 
review the email protocols in the Course Policies section of the syllabus. 


2. Violate the ethical standards set forth by UCF 
(see http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/). 


3. Repeatedly arrive late to class. 
4. Fail to turn off or turn to silent your cellphone or other electronic devices 


during the class and/or use of these devices during class time unless allowed 
by the professor.  If any of this occurs, there will be one warning and after 
that, the penalty for each additional offense will increase. 


5. Ask a question that is obviously already stated either in the syllabus, class 
modules, or in an email that I have sent to the class. 


6. You do not answer an email sent by your instructor within 48 hours. 
7. Fail to observe the protocols set forth in this syllabus. 


Please keep in mind that if you lose all the protocol points, other disciplinary actions will 
ensue. 



http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/





  


Modules 


There are 10 graded modules. Modules list and describe the topic(s) and the 
assignments for each week.    Modules will open on Monday of each week at 9:00 
AM.   The classwork assignments will generally be based on questions derived from the 
week’s topic.  This classwork will also serve as preparation for the quizzes and final 
exam.  In order to do well in these class assignments, it is important that you complete 
all the work assigned in each week's module.  This requires you to be very disciplined 
and organized. 


Since each module will have a set of activities you need to complete, a good strategy is 
to log into the course as soon as it opens to see what is required for that week. This will 
enable you to plan and prepare for the class activities and assignments. If you have to 
miss a module due to illness you need to inform the instructor as soon as possible to 
arrange for an alternative assessment.   


Please keep in mind that if you miss two weeks of assignments for any reason without a 
valid excuse and/or discussing this with your professor, you will fail the class.  Thus, 
please make sure that you keep up with the readings and assignments. 


If you have to miss a module due to illness you need to inform the instructor as soon as 
possible to arrange for an alternative assessment.   


   


Collaborative Project 


To help bridge the gap from education to employment, the students will engage in a 
collaborative group project. The students in this class will be grouped with students from 
the CCJ4694: Human Trafficking course to work on a final project. The collaborative 
group project is designed to help you build skills outlined by the National Association for 
Colleges and Employers (NACE). To read more about the project, go to Module 1 and 
click on the Final Collaborative Project link. The project will account for 12.5 % of the 
grade (25 points) but these will be divided into several components (Roadmap, Final 
Project, and Reflection paper). 


Mandatory Zoom Meetings 
There will be TWO general mandatory meetings where students and instructors from 
both classes will meet: 


• ???????? mandatory Zoom meeting link: 
• ???????????? mandatory Zoom meeting link:  
• ????????? optional Zoom Open Check-in Hours Zoom link (for the progress 


report or any other questions):  


  


Examinations 



https://www.naceweb.org/career-readiness/competencies/the-four-career-competencies-employers-value-most/

https://www.naceweb.org/career-readiness/competencies/the-four-career-competencies-employers-value-most/

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1391601/modules/2217190





There will be three examinations in this course - two midterms and a final exam.   The 
final examination will be cumulative.  You must take this exam. Failure to take the final 
exam will result in a grade of "F" for the entire course.  Please refer to the final module 
for instructions regarding the exams. 


As with any other course, I urge you not to fall behind on the readings. Each week we 
will be covering a lot of new information and if you do not keep up, it can become 
overwhelming the day before the exam. In addition, keep in mind that the final 
examination will be cumulative. 


In case of a serious extenuating circumstance that prevents the student from taking the 
final exam, the student is responsible for contacting the instructor before the 
examination. In addition,  please note that the format of any makeup examination may 
be different from that administered to the rest of the class. 


• Extra Credit: There will be no extra credit assignments offered in this course. 
• Students should have regular access to the internet and plan on logging into 


the course at least twice each week in order to get the class assignments. 
• In addition, students should plan on at least five hours’ worth of homework 


outside of class each week.  This will consist of doing assigned readings and 
preparing for the in-class assignments. 


• Late assignments will not be accepted unless valid medical documentation is 
presented and only when arrangements have been made before the due 
date.  Make-up assignments will have a different format than those assigned 
to the rest of the class. 


• Make sure to check the “Grades” section in Webcourses often. Please be 
aware that no grade will be changed 2 weeks after the grade for a particular 
assignment has been posted. 


• If you have a particular concern about a grade received, you need to make an 
appointment by email specifying the specific points which you wish to 
address. Keep in mind that if you ask me to read the disputed 
assignment/test again, your grade may go up or down. 


• Please do come and see me if you are having trouble understanding a topic 
or concept. Also, I encourage you to ask questions during class if something 
is not clear. 


  


To protect members of our community, everyone is required to wear a facial covering 
inside all common spaces including classrooms 
(https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/PolicyEmergencyCOVIDReturnPolicy.pdf). Students 
who choose not to wear facial coverings will be asked to leave the classroom by the 
instructor. If they refuse to leave the classroom or put on a facial covering, they may be 
considered disruptive (please see the Golden Rule for student behavior expectations). 
Faculty have the right to cancel class if the safety and well-being of class members are 
in jeopardy. Students will be responsible for the material that would have been covered 
in class as provided by the instructor.   



https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/PolicyEmergencyCOVIDReturnPolicy.pdf)

https://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/





Depending on the course of the pandemic during the semester, the university may 
make changes to the way classes are offered. If that happens, please look for 
announcements or messages in Webcourses@UCF or Knights email about changes 
specific to this course. 


COVID-19 and Illness Notification – Students who believe they may have a COVID-19 
diagnosis should contact UCF Student Health Services (407-823-2509) so proper 
contact tracing procedures can take place. 


Students should not come to campus if they are ill, are experiencing any symptoms of 
COVID-19, have tested positive for COVID, or if anyone living in their residence has 
tested positive or is sick with COVID-19 symptoms. CDC guidance for COVID-19 
symptoms is located here: (https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-
testing/symptoms.html) 


Students should contact their instructor(s) as soon as possible if they miss class for any 
illness reason to discuss reasonable adjustments that might need to be made. When 
possible, students should contact their instructor(s) before missing class. 


In Case of Faculty Illness – If the instructor falls ill during the semester, there may be 
changes to this course, including having a backup instructor take over the course. 
Please look for announcements or mail in Webcourses@UCF or Knights email for any 
alterations to this course. 


Course Accessibility and Disability COVID-19 Supplemental Statement – 
Accommodations may need to be added or adjusted should this course shift from an on-
campus to a remote format. Students with disabilities should speak with their instructor 
and should contact sas@ucf.edu to discuss specific accommodations for this or other 
courses. 


  


Make-up Assignments 


Per university policy, you are allowed to submit make-up work (or an equivalent, 
alternate assignment) for authorized university-sponsored activities, religious 
observances, or legal obligations (such as jury duty). If this participation conflicts with 
any of the exams, I will offer a reasonable opportunity for you to complete missed 
exams. The make-up exams and grading scale will be equivalent to the missed 
assignment and its grading scale but its format may be different.   


Assessment and Grading Procedures* 
  


Grading Item Percentage 



https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html

mailto:sas@ucf.edu





Protocol Points 2.5 


Modules (11 graded modules/5 points each) 55 


Final Project 12.5 


Examinations 30 


  


  


  


  


Letter 
Grade 


Points 


A 94 – 100  


A- 90 – 93.9  


B+ 87 – 89.9  


B 84 – 86.9  


B- 80 – 83.9  


C+ 77 – 79.9  


C 74 – 76.9  


C- 70 – 73.9  


D+ 67 – 69.9  


D 64 – 66.9  







D- 61 – 63.9  


F 0 - 60.9  


  


Grade Dissemination 


In general, grades for each assignment will appear two weeks after the submission 
deadline.  You can access your scores at any time by logging into your course through 
Webcourses. Mistakes can be made while entering the grades, so you are responsible 
for monitoring your grades and making sure that they are accurate.  You have one week 
after the grades are posted to challenge or request a correction to your grades.  After 
this time, grades become final.  


If you wish to challenge your grade you must make an appointment with the professor 
and present the evidence to show that your grade is incorrect.  Keep in mind that if a 
review has to be made of your graded assignment, the grade can go up or down 
depending on the review. 


Consult the latest Undergraduate or Graduate catalog for regulations and procedures 
regarding grading such as Incomplete grades, grade changes, and grade forgiveness. 


  


Course Schedule 
Although I make every effort to adhere to the dates set forth in the schedule, unforeseen 
events may make it necessary to change the dates.  If this is the case, I will let you 
know as soon as possible.  Please keep in mind that in case of a natural disaster or 
another type of emergency you should consult the UCF website for immediate 
information. 


  


  


  


Date Topic Assignments/Notes 


  


Part I: The Foundations of the American System 


  



http://catalog.ucf.edu/





Week 
1:    August 
23 


Introduction: 
American 
Government and 
Civic 
Engagement 


Week 1 Module 


Friday, Aug. 27: Last Day to Drop 


Week 
2:    August 
30 


The Constitution 
and its Origins 


Week 2 Module 


Week 
3:    Sept. 
6 


The Constitution 
and its Origins  


Week 3 Module 


Week 
4:    Sept. 
13 


American 
Federalism 


Week 4 Module 


Week 5: 
Sept. 20 


American 
Federalism II 


Week 5 Module 


  


Part II: Individual Agency and Action 


  


Week 
6:    Sept. 
27 


Civil Liberties Week 6 Module 


Week 
7:    Oct. 4 


Civil Rights I Week 7 Module 


Week 
8:    Oct. 
11 


Civil Rights II Week 8 Module 


Week 9: 
Oct. 18 


Voting and 
Elections 


Week 9 Module 







  


Part III: Toward Collective Action: Mediating Institutions 


  


Week 
10:  Oct. 
25 


Political Parties, 
Interest Groups 
and Lobbying 


Week 10 Module 


Friday, Oct. 29: Withdrawal Deadline 


Week 
11:  Nov. 1 


The Media and 
Public Opinion 


Week 11 Module 


Final Project Weeks 


Week 
12:  Nov. 8 


Final Project Week 12 Module 


Week 13: 
Nov. 15 


Final Project 
  


Final Collaborative Project Due:  


Week 14: 
Nov. 22 


Thanksgiving No Class: Thanksgiving Wednesday - Sunday 


Part III: Delivering Collective Action: Formal Institutions 


Week 15: 
Nov. 29 


The Congress, 
the Presidency, 
and the Courts 


Week 15 Module 


Wednesday, Dec. 3: Last Day of Class 


Week 16: 
Dec. 6 


 Review Week 
and Final Exam 
Week 


Final Exam: 


Wednesday, December 8, 2021 
1:00 PM - 3:00 PM 


  


  


 







The following are important UCF guidelines and resources that you should be aware of. 


University Services and Resources 
Academic Services and Resources 


A list of available academic support and learning services is available at UCF Student 
Services. Click on "Academic Support and Learning Services" on the right-hand side to 
filter.   


Non-Academic Services and Resources 


A list of non-academic support and services is also available at UCF Student Services. 
Click on "Support" on the right-hand side to filter.   


If you are a UCF Online student, please consult the UCF Online Student Guidelines for 
more information about your access to non-academic services. 


                 


  


Policy Statements 
Course Policies 


Webcourses: 


Webcourses is an online course management system (accessed 
through my.ucf.edu and then the "Online Course Tools" tab) which will be used as a 
medium for turning in assignments and a forum for communicating with your professor. 
The Webcourses site will have up-to-date information on topics, class assignments, 
schedule and so on.  In addition, each class module will include useful tools for exam 
preparation and to add to the material presented in class.  My recommendation is to 
check Webcourses regularly for updates. 


Email: 


In this class, our official mode of communication is through email located inside 
Webcourses. All communication between student and instructor and between student 
and student should be respectful and professional.  When sending an email be sure to 
observe the protocols set out in the syllabus.  If you are unsure of how to write an email 
with the proper salutation and closing, you might want to consult the following 
site: Email Etiquette (by Ali Hale in Daily Writing Tips). It is the student's responsibility to 
check Webcourses frequently. You may also wish to create a Knight's Email account 
at www.knightsemail.ucf.edu for separate official communication from the university. If 
for any reason you cannot log into Webcourses, you may use my office email address 
which is: Annabelle.conroy@ucf.edu.  You may also call or come to my office 
(information provided above) but keep in mind that the office staff do not take messages 
over the phone. 



https://www.ucf.edu/services/

https://www.ucf.edu/services/

https://www.ucf.edu/services/

https://www.ucf.edu/online/resources/guidelines/

http://my.ucf.edu/

http://www.dailywritingtips.com/email-etiquette/

http://www.knightsemail.ucf.edu/

mailto:Annabelle.conroy@ucf.edu





  


Electronic devices: 


Laptops, tablets and cell phones may not be used during class unless indicated by the 
instructor.  Please make sure that they are all either turned off or set to “silent” during 
class. A violation of this request will result in a loss of protocol points. 


  


Notifications in Case of Changes to Course Modality 


 If the instructor falls ill during the semester, there may be temporary changes to this 
course, including having a backup instructor take over the course or going remote for a 
short time. Please look for announcements or mail in Webcourses@UCF or Knights 
email for any temporary alterations to this course. 


  


COVID-19 and Illness Notification 


Students who believe they may have been exposed to COVID-19 or who test positive 
must contact UCF Student Health Services (407-823-2509) so proper contact tracing 
procedures can take place. Students should not come to campus if they are ill, are 
experiencing any symptoms of COVID-19, or have tested positive for COVID-19. 


Students should contact their instructor(s) as soon as possible if they miss class for any 
illness to discuss reasonable adjustments that might need to be made. When possible, 
students should contact their instructor(s) before missing class. 


  


 Course Accessibility and Disability 


Accommodations may need to be added or adjusted should this course shift from an on-
campus to a remote format. Students with disabilities should speak with their instructor 
and should contact sas@ucf.edu to discuss specific accommodations for this or other 
courses. 


  


  


In-Class Recording Statement  


Academic Integrity  


Course Accessibility Statement  



mailto:sas@ucf.edu

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1391601/assignments/syllabus

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1391601/assignments/syllabus

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1391601/assignments/syllabus





Campus Safety Statement  


Deployed Active Duty Military Students  


Copyright  


Third-Party Software and FERPA  


  


 



https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1391601/assignments/syllabus

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1391601/assignments/syllabus

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1391601/assignments/syllabus

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1391601/assignments/syllabus
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Syllabus and Schedule 


POS 4622-OW60 Politics and Civil Rights 
 


Dr. Terri Susan Fine 


 


Fall 2021 


Section  Location Credit Hours 


OW60 World Wide Web 3 


Instructor Contact 


Instructor  


Dr. Terri Susan Fine 


Professor of Political Science 


Associate Director, Lou Frey Institute of Politics and Government 


Office 


Hours  


Office hours: Tuesday, 11:45am-2:45pm, via ZOOM 


By appointment:  ZOOM, telephone or face-to-face, by appointment   


 


Face-to-face meetings are available at:  


School of Politics, Security and International Affairs HPH 302K, UCF Main Campus 


Lou Frey Institute, 12443 Research Parkway, Bldg. 400, Suite 406, UCF Research Park  


 


Appointments are readily available as the need arises.  


Phone  407-823-2081 (voicemail not available); send a course message with contact information 


Course mail 
Available through the “Inbox” function on the course home page (CANVAS menu, on left) 


Do not use “Discussions” to send messages as discussions are not private 
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Personal e-mail 


terri.fine@ucf.edu 


 


Note: E-mail to this personal account is to be used for emergencies only (e.g., if you lack 


CANVAS access);  


 


All regular communication must go through the course “Inbox” (message) function. Non-


emergency e-mail submitted to my personal account will not receive a response.  


Course page https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1389960 


This course introduces students to the politics of civil rights in the United States, focusing on the 


African American experience.  The civil rights experience has been a long and difficult struggle 


in the United States. We will explore the nature of that struggle from several perspectives.  


 


Students will examine citizenship difficulties among African Americans and how various aspects 


of the U.S. Constitution have served to define and redefine the nature and substance of 


citizenship. We will explore the political nature of judicial decisions in the context of key U.S. 


Supreme Court cases and will examine key civil rights legislation and the role that government 


and politics play when mobilizing African Americans to promote civil rights protections. 


 


Political behavior and opinion will also be examined. We will look at black political behavior 


from the perspectives of voting, interest group mobilization, protest activities and opinion 


formation. The examination of elite black political behavior will address the role and impact that 


public officials play in the policy process in the executive, legislative and judicial branches of 


government. Attention will be given to black legislators and their efforts to promote a civil rights 


agenda while at the same time accommodating a predominantly white political environment. We 


will also look at reverse discrimination, majority-minority districting, and party politics. 


 


Course Texts:   


 


Black Politics in Conservative America, 4th ed., by Marcus Pohlmann. Sloan Educational 



mailto:terri.fine@ucf.edu

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1389960
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Publishing. ISBN: 978-1-59738-092-8 


Note:  Be certain to purchase the Fourth Edition of the course textbook, which is available 


through the UCF Bookstore and Sloan Publishing.  Amazon does not sell the Fourth 


Edition of the course text.   


 


The Civil Rights Movement (Revised Edition) by Bruce Dierenfield, Pearson Longman Press, 


ISBN 978-1405874359  


Note:  This textbook is available as a free, unlimited-user eBook for anyone at UCF.   


To access the free textbook, go to:  


https://go.openathens.net/redirector/ucf.edu?url=https://www.taylorfrancis.com/books/97813158


34054 


Accessing the textbook requires that you authenticate (log in) as a UCF student.  You are 


permitted to read the textbook online or download content to read offline. Any unauthorized 


sharing of the textbook content is in violation of the license agreement between the publisher and 


university. The license permits access to this textbook for current UCF students, staff, and 


faculty only. Contact your librarian, Corinne Bishop, if you have questions.   


Assessment 


Grades will be based on several analyses, short activities, interactive discussions, and quizzes.  


The entire course will be conducted on-line; there will be no face-to-face meetings.    


Your grade will be determined as follows: 


Assignment Type Number of Each Assignment Type Points Available 


Analyses  5 300 points each 


Short Activities 6  150 points each 


Quizzes 


 


11 130 points each 



https://go.openathens.net/redirector/ucf.edu?url=https://www.taylorfrancis.com/books/9781315834054

https://go.openathens.net/redirector/ucf.edu?url=https://www.taylorfrancis.com/books/9781315834054
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Discussions 3 100 points each 


Extra Credit 1 150 points 


 


All assignments are due on the day and time posted; late assignments may be submitted with 


prior arrangement with the instructor and submission of documentation explaining why 


submitting the assignment on time was not possible.  The instructor must be notified within 48 


hours before or after the missed assignment (unless doing so is impossible and the reason is 


documented) to be eligible to submit that assignment late.  It is the instructor’s sole discretion as 


to whether an assignment extension will be provided. 


 


COVID-19 and Illness Notification  


Students who believe they may have been exposed to COVID-19 or who test positive must 


contact UCF Student Health Services (407-823-2509) so proper contact tracing procedures can 


take place. Students should not come to campus if they are ill, are experiencing any symptoms of 


COVID-19 or have tested positive for COVID-19. 


Students should contact their instructor(s) as soon as possible if they miss an assignment for any 


illness to discuss reasonable adjustments that might need to be made. When possible, students 


should contact their instructor(s) before missing an assignment. 


The COVID-19 pandemic impacts us all in many ways, including physically, mentally, 


emotionally, financially, academically, and professionally. I will work with you on challenges 


you may be encountering and to provide support to help you succeed within course parameters. 


If the instructor falls ill during the semester, there may be changes to this course, including 


having a backup instructor take over the course. Please look for announcements or a course 


message or Knights email for any alterations to this course. 


Course Navigation 


Course materials are included on the “Modules” tab.  


Below is a short description of each module: 


Module Name Module Description 


Course Navigation This module includes materials focusing on the “nuts and bolts” of 


the course including the syllabus, a course navigation PowerPoint 


and a PowerPoint introducing the instructor to the class.    


Student Success This module includes materials focusing on student success 


including a PowerPoint focusing on proofreading and professional 


presentation and a list of writing resources and strategies for 


avoiding plagiarism.   


Introduction This module includes information on the two assessments required 


for the Introduction module.  These assessments include a course 



https://fctl.ucf.edu/teaching-resources/course-design/syllabus-statements/#covid
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navigation quiz and an interactive introduction discussion. 


Note:  The U.S. Department of Education requires that all 


students complete a scored assessment during the first week of 


classes in each course in which they are enrolled.  Students who 


do not complete the course navigation quiz and the interactive 


introduction discussion may be removed from the course by the 


university.   


Module One: Race 


and Politics in 


America 


This module includes instructions and materials for completing 


“Module One: Race and Politics in America” 


Module Two: 


Blacks and the 


American Political 


Economy 


This module includes instructions and materials for completing 


“Module Two: Blacks and the American Political Economy” 


Module Three: 


The Civil Rights 


Movement 


This module includes instructions and materials for completing 


“Module Three: The Civil Rights Movement” 


Module Four: 


Blacks in 


American Politics   


This module includes instructions and materials for completing 


“Module Four: Blacks in American Politics” 


Extra Credit 


(Optional) 


This module includes instructions and materials for completing a 


short optional extra credit activity.   


  


    


Recorded Final Grades 


This course utilizes plus/minus grading. The recorded final grade will be one of the following: A, 


A-, B+, B, B-, C+, C, C-, D+, D, D-, F. There will be no A+, F+ or F-.  


 


Grade Grade Points Grade Grade Points 


A 4.0 C 2.0 


A- 3.75 C- 1.75 


B+ 3.25 D+ 1.25 


B 3.0 D 1.00 


B- 2.75 D- .75 


C+ 2.25 F 0 


Grading Procedures 


Final grades are based on the overall accumulated points.  Numerical grades compute into letter 


grades as follows.   


 


Letter Grade Accumulated Points Accumulated Points as a Percentage 
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of Available Points 


A 3840-4130  93% 


A- 3675-3839 89% 


B+ 3550-3674 86% 


B 3385-3549 82% 


B- 3260-3384 79% 


C+ 3100-3259 75% 


C 2975-3099 72% 


C- 2850-2974 69% 


D+ 2685-2849 65% 


D 2560-2684 62% 


D- 2395-2559 58% 


F 2395 and lower  


Formative Assessment and Course Objectives 


Formative Assessment Course Objectives Met 


Analyses  Analyzing how African Americans experience civil rights 


issues in the U.S. governmental context  


 


Critique the role that civil rights issues play in mass-level 


participation, elite behavior and public policy 


 


Evaluate how civil rights issues affect and are affected by 


political and electoral institutions 


Interactive Discussions Reflecting on how civil rights issues affect and are 


affected by political and electoral institutions 


Quizzes Understanding how civil rights issues affect and are 


affected by political and electoral institutions 


Short Activities Engagement with stimuli focusing on various civil rights 


issues 


 


POS 4622 Politics and Civil Rights 


Fall 2021 Schedule 


Contact me if you have any concerns about the reading load, tips on getting the most from your 


reading, or the course in general.  Changes in the syllabus and/or schedule may be made at any 


time during the term. A revised syllabus may be issued at my discretion. 


All assignments (quizzes, modules, discussions, short activities) are due at 11:59pm on their 


assigned days. 
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Schedule 


 
All course assignments are described in the course modules.  Access course modules by 


clicking on “Modules” on the left menu of the course “Home” page.  


 


Module  Module Assignments Due Date 


Introduction Module 


 


 


Course Orientation Quiz 


 


Interactive Discussion:  Class Introductions 


 


(NOTE:  The Introduction Module score 


will not be included in the determination 


of final grades.  Failure to complete the 


Course Orientation quiz places students at 


risk for course withdrawal) 


Sunday, August 29, 


11:59pm 


Module One: Race and 


Politics in America 


Pohlmann, Chapter 1 Quiz 


 


Short Activity:  Mayflower Compact 


Sunday, September 


5, 11:59pm 


 


Note:  UCF is 


closed to observe 


Labor Day, 


September 6 


Pohlmann, Chapter 2 Quiz 


 


Short Activity:  Interest Group Mission 


Statements 


Sunday, September 


12, 11:59pm 


Module Two:  Blacks 


and the American 


Political Economy 


Pohlmann, Chapter 3 Quiz 


 


Analysis:  Frederick Douglass and the U.S. 


Constitution 


Sunday, September 


19, 11:59pm 


Pohlmann, Chapter 4 Quiz 


 


Short Activity:  Public Opinion and Race 


Relations 


Sunday, September 


26, 11:59pm 


Pohlmann, Chapter 5 Quiz 


 


Interactive Discussion:  African Americans 


in a Post-Industrial Economy 


Sunday, October 3, 


11:59pm 


Module Three:  The 


Civil Rights Movement 


Dierenfield, Chapters 1-4 Quiz  


(Note: Chapters 1-4 are included in one quiz) 


 


Short Activity:  John Lewis and Political 


Activism 


Sunday, October 


10, 11:59pm 


Analysis: Cooper v. Aaron   Sunday, October 


17, 11:59pm 


Dierenfield, Chapter 5-10 Quiz  Sunday, October 
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(Note:  Chapters 5-10 are included in one 


quiz)  


 


Analysis:  Women and Civil Rights Activism 


24, 11:59pm 


Interactive Discussion: School Integration 


 


Short Activity:  De Facto v. De Jure 


Segregation 


Sunday, October 


31, 11:59pm 


Dierenfield, Chapter 11-13 Quiz 


(Note:  Chapters 11-13 are included in one 


quiz) 


 


Analysis: Seeking Voting Rights 


Sunday, November 


7, 11:59pm 


Module Four: Blacks in 


American Politics   


Pohlmann, Chapter 6 Quiz 


 


Sunday, November 


14, 11:59pm 


Pohlmann, Chapter 7 Quiz  


Polhmann, Chapter 8 Quiz 


 


Short Activity:  Nomination of Thurgood 


Marshall to the U.S. Supreme Court 


Sunday, November 


21, 11:59pm 


No Assignment 


Thanksgiving Holiday 


UCF classes are 


canceled 


Wednesday, 


November 24-28 to 


observe 


Thanksgiving 


Analysis:  Implementing the Civil Rights Act Sunday, December 


5, 11:59pm 


 Interactive Discussion: Economic and 


Political Empowerment 


 


Short Activity (optional): Protesting through 


the Courts 


 


Note:  The optional extra credit short 


activity is worth 150 points. 


 


Note:  There is no final exam in this 


course 


Wednesday, 


December 8, 


11:59pm 


University Policies 


Academic Integrity: 


 


Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of Conduct. According to Section 1, 


“Academic Misconduct,” students are prohibited from engaging in: 
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Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information or 


study aids in any academic exercise unless specifically authorized by the instructor of record. 


The unauthorized possession of examination or course-related material also constitutes cheating. 


 


Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral means: The presentation 


of material which has not been studied or learned, but rather was obtained through someone 


else’s efforts and used as part of an examination, course assignment, or project. 


 


Commercial use of academic material: Selling of course material to another person, student, 


and/or uploading course material to a third-party vendor without authorization or without the 


express written permission of the university and the instructor. Course materials include but are 


not limited to class notes, Instructor’s PowerPoints, course syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, 


instruction sheets, homework, study guides, handouts, etc. 


 


Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work including: 


 


Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the source, thereby 


attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s own. 


Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than once without the 


express written permission of the instructor. 


Helping another violate academic behavior standards. 


 


For more information about Academic Integrity, consult the International Center for Academic 


Integrity. 


 


For more information about plagiarism and misuse of sources, see “Defining and Avoiding 


Plagiarism: The WPA Statement on Best Practices”. 


 


Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating: 


 


Students should also familiarize themselves with the procedures for academic misconduct in 


UCF’s student handbook, The Golden Rule. UCF faculty members have a responsibility for 


students’ education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to prevent unethical behavior and 


when necessary respond to academic misconduct. Penalties can include a failing grade in an 


assignment or in the course, suspension or expulsion from the university, and/or a “Z 


Designation” on a student’s official transcript indicating academic dishonesty, where the final 


grade for this course will be preceded by the letter Z. For more information about the Z 


Designation consult The Golden Rule.     


 


Course Accessibility Statement: 


 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all persons 


with disabilities. Students with disabilities who need disability-related access in this course 


should contact the professor as soon as possible. Students should also connect with Student 
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Accessibility Services (SAS) (Ferrell Commons 185, sas@ucf.edu, phone 407-823-2371). 


Through Student Accessibility Services, a Course Accessibility Letter may be created and sent to 


professors, which informs faculty of potential access and accommodations that might be 


reasonable. Determining reasonable access and accommodations requires consideration of the 


course design, course learning objectives and the individual academic and course barriers 


experienced by the student. 


 


Campus Safety Statement for Students in Online-Only Courses: 


 


Though most emergency situations are primarily relevant to courses that meet in person, such 


incidents can also impact online students, either when they are on or near campus to participate 


in other courses or activities or when their course work is affected by off-campus emergencies. 


The following policies apply to courses in online modalities. 


 


To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text alerts by 


going to <https://my.ucf.edu> and logging in. Click on “Student Self Service” located on the left 


side of the screen in the toolbar, scroll down to the blue “Personal Information” heading on the 


Student Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the information, including e-mail address, 


cell phone number, and cell phone provider, click “Apply” to save the changes, and then click 


“OK.” 


 


Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their instructors in 


private. 


 


Make-Up Assignments for Authorized University Events or Co-curricular Activities: 


 


Students who represent the university in an authorized event or activity (for example, student-


athletes) and who are unable to meet a course deadline due to a conflict with that event must 


provide the instructor with documentation in advance to arrange a make-up. No penalty will be 


applied.  


 


Religious Observances: 


 


Students must notify their instructor in advance if they intend to miss class or an assignment 


deadline for a religious observance.  Notice one week in advance is required at which time we 


will negotiate appropriate deadlines for assessments that will be missed due to religious 


observance.     


 


Deployed Active-Duty Military Students: 


 


Students who are deployed active-duty military and/or National Guard personnel and require 


accommodation should contact their instructors as soon as possible after the semester begins 


and/or after they receive notification of deployment to make related arrangements. 


 


 








GEO3471 - World Political Geography
Syllabus Fall/2021


Instructor Contact
Instructor: Brian Yeitz
Office: N/A
Virtual office hours: by appointment
Phone Contact: via email
E-mail: brian.yeitz@ucf.edu


Course Information
Course Name World Political Geography
Course ID & Section: GEO3471-0W60
Credit Hours: 3 Credit Hours
Semester/Year: Fall 2021
Location: Online


Course Description
Analysis of factors which affect power relations among nations, including area, location, political
styles, ethnic divisions, and the politics of energy.


Prerequisite(s): ENC 1102 or POS 2041 or C.I. Corequisite(s): None. Prerequisite(s) or
Corequisite(s): None


Course Objectives
● Define key concepts relating to political geography.
● Gain an understanding of major themes in political geography.
● Apply geographical concepts to political processes.


Required Text
Geopolitics: The Geography of International Relations, 3rd edition by Saul Bernard Cohen


Course Requirements
● 5 tests – each test will be worth 40 points for a total of 200 points.  Questions will be


multiple choice and/or true false.  These tests will be based on the readings for each unit
of the course.


● 3 class discussions - each discussion is worth 25 points for a total of 75 points.  In the
course, you will engage in several small group discussions in which you will write a
response to a question, then respond to 3 of your fellow colleagues.


● 2 Journal Article Critiques - each critique is worth 20 points for a total of 40 points.
Instructions are provided under the Assignments tab.


● Syllabus quiz - worth 5 points.







NOTE:  No make up tests will be given.  NO LATE WORK WILL BE ACCEPTED.   All
assignments must be turned in by the deadline posted and through the appropriate links in
webcourses.  They will NOT be accepted through webcourses email or through my UCF email
address.


Evaluation and Grading
There will be a total of 320 points available in this course.  The following chart shows a
breakdown of the point range for the final grade in the course.   Point values for individual
assignments will show up in the Modules and Assignments tabs.


Letter Grade Points


A 288 - 320 points
B 256 - 287 points
C 224 - 255 points
D 192 - 223 points
F 0 - 191 points


UCF Financial Aid Statement
As of Fall 2014, all faculty are required to document students’ academic activity at the beginning
of each course. In order to document that you began this course, please complete the following
academic activity (syllabus acknowledgement) by the end of the first week of classes or as soon
as possible after adding the course, but no later than Friday, August 27th. Failure to do so may
result in a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid.  Even if you are not getting Financial
Aid, you will need to complete this assignment.


Academic Integrity
Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of Conduct at
<https://scai.sdes.ucf.edu/student-rules-of-conduct/>. According to Section 1, “Academic
Misconduct,” students are prohibited from engaging in


1. Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information
or study aids in any academic exercise unless specifically authorized by the instructor of
record. The unauthorized possession of examination or course-related material also
constitutes cheating.


2. Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral means: The
presentation of material which has not been studied or learned, but rather was obtained
through someone else’s efforts and used as part of an examination, course assignment,
or project.


3. Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to another person,
student, and/or uploading course material to a third-party vendor without authorization or
without the express written permission of the university and the instructor. Course
materials include but are not limited to class notes, Instructor’s PowerPoints, course
syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, instruction sheets, homework, study guides, handouts, etc.







4. Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work.
5. Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the source,


thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s own.
6. Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than once


without the express written permission of the instructor.
7. Helping another violate academic behavior standards.
8. Soliciting assistance with academic coursework and/or degree requirements.


Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating
Students should also familiarize themselves with the procedures for academic misconduct in
UCF’s student handbook, The Golden Rule<https://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/>. UCF faculty
members have a responsibility for students’ education and the value of a UCF degree, and so
seek to prevent unethical behavior and respond to academic misconduct when necessary.
Penalties for violating rules, policies, and instructions within this course can range from a zero
on the exercise to an “F” letter grade in the course. In addition, an Academic Misconduct report
could be filed with the Office of Student Conduct, which could lead to disciplinary warning,
disciplinary probation, or deferred suspension or separation from the University through
suspension, dismissal, or expulsion with the addition of a “Z” designation on one’s transcript.


Being found in violation of academic conduct standards could result in a student having to
disclose such behavior on a graduate school application, being removed from a leadership
position within a student organization, the recipient of scholarships, participation in University
activities such as study abroad, internships, etc.


Let’s avoid all of this by demonstrating values of honesty, trust, and integrity. No grade is worth
compromising your integrity and moving your moral compass. Stay true to doing the right thing:
take the zero, not a shortcut.


Course Accessibility Statement
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all persons
with disabilities. Students with disabilities who need access to course content due to course
design limitations should contact the professor as soon as possible. Students should also
connect with Student Accessibility Services (SAS) <http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/> (Ferrell Commons
185, sas@ucf.edu, phone 407-823-2371). For students connected with SAS, a Course
Accessibility Letter may be created and sent to professors, which informs faculty of potential
course access and accommodations that might be necessary and reasonable. Determining
reasonable access and accommodations requires consideration of the course design, course
learning objectives and the individual academic and course barriers experienced by the student.
Further conversation with SAS, faculty and the student may be warranted to ensure an
accessible course experience.


Deployed Active Duty Military Students







Students who are deployed active duty military and/or National Guard personnel and require
accommodation should contact their instructors as soon as possible after the semester begins
and/or after they receive notification of deployment to make related arrangements.


Copyright
This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, images, text
materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use doctrine in order to
enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, download or distribute these
items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for this online classroom environment and
your use only. All copyright materials are credited to the copyright holder.


Third-Party Software and FERPA
During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or software
applications sometimes called third-party software such as a blog or wiki. While some of these
could be required assignments, you need not make any personally identifying information on a
public site. Do not post or provide any private information about yourself or your classmates.
Where appropriate you may use a pseudonym or nickname. Some written assignments posted
publicly may require personal reflection/comments, but the assignments will not require you to
disclose any personally identity-sensitive information. If you have any concerns about this,
please contact your instructor.
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POS 6746.0001. QUANTITATIVE METHODS IN POLITICAL RESEARCH 


Fall 2021 


  
LOGISTICS 
Class Meetings: Tuesday 6-8:50pm, HPH 310 
Professor: Dr. John Hanley                
Email: john.hanley@ucf.edu 
Office Hours via Zoom: Tuesday/Thursday 12:30-3pm or by appointment. 
        
  
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  
  
This course places emphasis on the logic of research design and data analysis.  Students  


• are introduced to the principles of research design  
• learn techniques of quantitative analysis   
• analyze political datasets using statistical software  
• develop skills to become practitioners of quantitative methodology   
• learn how to interpret and evaluate quantitative work.   


  
  
REQUIRED TEXTS:  


  
Philip H. Pollock III & Barry C. Edwards.  2020.  The Essentials of Political Analysis. 6th 
Edition.  Sage & CQ Press  
  
Philip H. Pollock III & Barry C. Edwards.  2019.  A STATA Companion to Political Analysis. 4nd 
Edition.  Sage & CQ Press  


  
  
 
RECOMMENDED TEXTS:  
  
Hamilton, Lawrence C. 2013. Statistics with STATA: Version 12.  8th Edition.  Brooks/Cole 
Cengage Learning.   
  
Kennedy, Peter.  2008. A Guide to Econometrics. 6th Edition.  Wiley-Blackwell.  
 
SOFTWARE:  
  
We will use STATA in this course, a general-purpose professional statistical software package 
for data analysis in class. UCF offers access to Stata via UCF-Apps. If you want to install it on 
your own PC or laptop, you can purchase the software for 6 months ($94) at:  







2  
  


http://www.stata.com/order/new/edu/gradplans/student-pricing/  
  
COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND GRADING:  
     
Course grades are determined by   


a) Regular assignments (35%): You will have a week to complete each assignment.  Except 
for cases involving well documented personal circumstances, late work will not be accepted.     


b) Final exam (25%) An exam and a dataset will be provided to you; you will use STATA to 
conduct analysis and answer the exam questions.    


c) Research paper (40%) (15-18 pages) This is a collaborative project; you will work in a team 
of three collaborators. You will use one of the STATA Companion datasets. Identify a 
research question and proceed to design a plan to investigate it.  I suggest you pick a research 
question that is well focused and manageable.    
A team member will be designated as ‘spokesperson.’ The team spokesperson will be well 
informed of the project progress.  Work among team members will be divided as follows: (1) 
Introduction and Literature Review, (2) Research Design, Hypotheses, and (3) Analysis, 
findings, and conclusion.  Team members are expected to collaborate via Zoom and email.  
We will set up Zoom meetings to discuss your project and answer any team members’ 
questions.  
  
Your paper should also discuss potential problems encountered in the conduct of the research 
and the limitations of the research.    
  
The research paper is due on Friday, December 3.  There will be student presentations of 
the papers on Tuesday, November 16; all members in the project team are expected to 
participate in the presentation of the paper.  


 (i)  Evaluation:  
a. Individual assignment: 25 pts  
b. Paper: 10 pts  
c. Presentation: 5 pts    


  
d) Extra credit: This course has an extra-credit assignment: you will take an online quiz of 20 


multiple-choice questions. This assignment will be a total of 2 extra points to be added to 
your final grade.  


  
GRADING SCALE  


Numeric  93.3+  90-93.3 86.7-
89.9  


83.3-
86.6  


80-83.3 76.7-
79.9  


73.3-
76.6  


70-73.3 60-69.9  Below 60 


Letter  A A- B+ B B- C+ C C- D F 
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FEDERAL FINANCIAL AID REQUIREMENT: RECORDING ACADEMIC ACTIVITY 
POLICY   


UCF must comply with a federal financial aid regulation that states that in order to receive 
federal aid, students must be actively academically engaged (according to a federal definition) in 
each course in which they are enrolled. All faculty are required to document students' academic 
activity at the beginning of each course. Without verification of this engagement, students will 
not receive their aid.  


In order to document that you began this course, please complete the canvas assignment by the 
end of the first week of classes, or as soon as possible after adding the course, but no later than 
August 27. Failure to do so will result in a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid.    
  
  
STATEMENTS REGARDING COVID-19  


COVID-19 and Illness Notification  
Students who believe they may have a COVID-19 diagnosis should contact UCF Student Health 
Services (407-823-2509) so proper contact tracing procedures can take place.  


 
Students should not come to campus if they are ill, are experiencing any symptoms of 
COVID19, have tested positive for COVID, or if anyone living in their residence has tested 
positive or is sick with COVID-19 symptoms. CDC guidance for COVID-19 symptoms is 
located here: (https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-
testing/symptoms.html)  


Students should contact their instructor(s) as soon as possible if they miss class for any illness 
reason to discuss reasonable adjustments that might need to be made. When possible, students 
should contact their instructor(s) before missing class.  
 
In Case of Faculty Illness  
If the instructor falls ill during the semester, there may be temporary changes to this course, 
including having a backup instructor take over the course or going remote for a short time. Please 
look for announcements or mail in Webcourses@UCF or Knights email for any temporary 
alterations to this course. 


 
Course Accessibility and Disability COVID-19 Supplemental Statement  
Accommodations may need to be added or adjusted should this course shift from an on-campus 
to a remote format. Students with disabilities should speak with their instructor and should 
contact sas@ucf.edu to discuss specific accommodations for this or other courses.  
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OTHER POLICIES 


If you wish to have an assignment re-assessed due to a possible grading error, it is your obligation to 
compose a short memo identifying the alleged mistake(s).  
 
Incomplete grades, changes in exam dates, and extensions of written assignments will be approved 
only by the instructor, and only upon evidence of extenuating circumstances. 
 
Academic Integrity 


The Center for Academic Integrity (CAI) defines academic integrity as a commitment, even in the face of adversity, to 
five fundamental values: honesty, trust, fairness, respect, and responsibility. From these values flow principles of 
behavior that enable academic communities to translate ideals into action. 
http://academicintegrity.org/  
 
UCF Creed: Integrity, scholarship, community, creativity, and excellence are the core values that guide our conduct, 
performance, and decisions. 


1. Integrity: I will practice and defend academic and personal honesty. 
2. Scholarship: I will cherish and honor learning as a fundamental purpose of my membership in the UCF 


community. 
3. Community: I will promote an open and supportive campus environment by respecting the rights and 


contributions of every individual. 
4. Creativity: I will use my talents to enrich the human experience. 
5. Excellence: I will strive toward the highest standards of performance in any endeavor I undertake. 


 
The following definitions of plagiarism and misuse of sources come from the Council of Writing Program 
Administrators <http://wpacouncil.org/node/9> and have been adopted by UCF’s Department of Writing & Rhetoric. 
 
Plagiarism 
In an instructional setting, plagiarism occurs when a writer deliberately uses someone else’s language, ideas, or other 
original (not common-knowledge) material without acknowledging its source. This definition applies to texts published 
in print or on-line, to manuscripts, and to the work of other student writers. 
 
Misuse of Sources 
A student who attempts (even if clumsily) to identify and credit his or her source, but who misuses a specific citation 
format or incorrectly uses quotation marks or other forms of identifying material taken from other sources, has not 
plagiarized. Instead, such a student should be considered to have failed to cite and document sources appropriately. 
 
Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating 
UCF faculty members have a responsibility for your education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to prevent 
unethical behavior and when necessary respond to infringements of academic integrity. Penalties can include a failing 
grade in an assignment or in the course, suspension or expulsion from the university, and/or a "Z Designation" on a 
student's official transcript indicating academic dishonesty, where the final grade for this course will be preceded by the 
letter Z. For more information about the Z Designation, see http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade.  
For more information about UCF's Rules of Conduct, see http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/.  
 
Unauthorized Use of Class Materials 
There are many fraudulent websites claiming to offer study aids to students but are actually cheat sites. They encourage 
students to upload course materials, such as test questions, individual assignments, and examples of graded material. 
Such materials are the intellectual property of instructors, the university, or publishers and may not be distributed 
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without prior authorization. Students who engage in such activity are in violation of academic conduct standards and 
may face penalties. 
 
Unauthorized Use of Class Notes 
Third parties may be selling class notes from this class without my authorization. Please be aware that such class 
materials may contain errors, which could affect your performance or grade. Use these materials at your own risk. 
 
In-Class Recording Policy 
Outside of the notetaking and recording services offered by Student Accessibility Services, the creation of an audio or 
video recording of all or part of a class for personal use is allowed only with the advance and explicit written consent of 
the instructor. Such recordings are only acceptable in the context of personal, private studying and notetaking and are 
not authorized to be shared with anyone without the separate written approval of the instructor. 
 
Course Accessibility Statement  


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all persons with disabilities. This 
syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students with disabilities who need specific access in this course, 
such as accommodations, should contact the professor as soon as possible to discuss various access options. Students 
should also connect with Student Accessibility Services (Ferrell Commons, 7F, Room 185, sas@ucf.edu, phone (407) 
823-2371). Through Student Accessibility Services, a Course Accessibility Letter may be created and sent to professors, 
which informs faculty of potential access and accommodations that might be reasonable. 
 
Campus Safety Statement 


Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise in our class, we will all need to work together. Everyone should 
be aware of the surroundings and familiar with some basic safety and security concepts.  


• In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance.  
• Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall near the door. Please make a 


note of the guide’s physical location and consider reviewing the online version at 
http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html.   


• Familiarize yourself with evacuation routes from each of your classrooms and have a plan for finding safety in 
case of an emergency. (Insert class-specific details if appropriate) 


• If there is a medical emergency during class, we may need to access a first aid kit or AED (Automated External 
Defibrillator). To learn where those items are located in this building, see 
http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/AEDlocations-UCF (click on link from menu on left).  (insert class specific information 
if appropriate) 


• To stay informed about emergency situations, sign up to receive UCF text alerts by going to my.ucf.edu and 
logging in.  Click on “Student Self Service” located on the left side of the screen in the tool bar, scroll down to 
the blue “Personal Information” heading on your Student Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the 
information, including your e-mail address, cell phone number, and cell phone provider, click “Apply” to save 
the changes, and then click “OK.” 


• If you have a special need related to emergency situations, please speak with me during office hours. 
• Consider viewing this video (https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk) about how to manage an active shooter situation 


on campus or elsewhere.   
 
Deployed Active Duty Military Students 


If you are a deployed active duty military student and feel that you may need a special accommodation due to that 
unique status, please contact your instructor to discuss your circumstances. 
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TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE  
Note: This schedule is subject to change depending on the needs of the class.  Students are 


responsible for any changes in syllabus/schedule which are announced in class.  
  


Week  Topics Covered:  Assignments:  
  


August 24  Getting Started  
  


  
  


August 31  Elements of Research  
  
  


Essentials: Introduction  
Essentials: Chapter 1, pp. 1-13  
Essentials: Chapter 3, pp. 72-82  
  


September 7  Research Design  
  
  
  


Essentials: Chapter 4, pp. 105-114; 123-126  
  
Stata Companion: Chapter 1  
  


September 14  Measurement   
  
  
  
  
Sampling  
  


Essentials: Chapter 2, pp. 34-39  
                  Chapter 1, pp. 13-26   
                    
Stata Companion: Chapter 3           
  
Essentials: Chapter 4, pp. 114-123  
  
  


September 21  Descriptive Statistics  
  
  
  
  


Essentials: Chapter 2, pp. 39-64   
                    
Stata Companion: Chapter 2  
  


September 28  Inference   
  
  


Essentials: Chapter 6  
  
Stata Companion: Chapter 6  
  


October 5  Hypothesis Testing  
Error Types  
  
  


Essentials: Chapter 3, pp. 82-85  
                   Chapter 7, pp. 199-215  
  
Stata Companion: Chapter 6  
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October 12  Bivariate Relationships  
Cross-Tabulations  
  


Essentials: Chapter 3, pp. 86-91  
                  Chapter 7, pp. 215-222  
  
Stata Companion: Chapters 4 & 7  
  
RESEARCH PAPER OUTLINE DUE  
  


October 19  Making Controlled Comparisons  
  


Essentials: Chapter 5  
  
Stata Companion: Chapter 5  
  
  


October 26  
  
  


Correlation  
Regression  
Dummy Variables  
  
  


Essentials: Chapter 8, pp. 239-257  
  
Stata Companion: Chapter 8   
  
  


November 2  Multivariate Regression    
Interaction Terms  
Multicollinearity  
  
  


Essentials: Chapter 8, pp. 257-271  
  
Stata Companion: Chapter 9  
  


November 9  
  


Logistic Regression  
  
  


Essentials: Chapter 9  
  
Stata Companion: Chapter 10  
  


November 16  
  


RESEARCH PAPER 
PRESENTATIONS 
 


 
  


November 23  Thanksgiving, no class 
  


  


November 30  
  


 Exam Review RESEARCH PAPER DUE  
December 3, 11 PM  
  


December 8  Final Exam Due Wednesday,  
December 8, 11 PM  
  


  


December 11  
  


Extra-credit  MC Quiz    
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JOURNAL ARTICLES TBA  


  
Angrist, Michele. 2012. War, Resisting the West, and Women's Labor: Toward an Understanding 
of Arab Exceptionalism. Politics & Gender 8(1): 51-82  
  
Benmelech Efraim, Claude Berrebi, and Esteban F. Klor. 2010. “The Economic Costs of 
Harboring Terrorism.”  Journal of Conflict Resolution 52 (2): 331-353.  
  
Biddle, Stephen and Stephen Long. 2004. “Democracy and Military Effectiveness: A Deeper 
Look.” Journal of Conflict Resolution 48 (4):525-546.  
  
Chin, Michelle L. and Jon R. Bond, and Nehemia Geva. 2000. “A Foot in the Door: An 
Experimental Study of PAC and Constituency Effects on Access.” Journal of Politics 62 (2): 
534-549  
  
Delli Carpini, Michael X. and Scott Keeter, “Measuring Political Knowledge: Putting First 
Things First,” American Journal of Political Science 37, 4 (Nov 1993): 1179-1206.  
  
Flores-Macias, Gustavo.  “The Consequences of Militarizing Anti-Drug Efforts for State 
Capacity in Latin America:  Evidence from Mexico,” Comparative Politics 51, 1 (Oct 2018): 
120.  
  
Gerber, Alan S.,  Donald P. Green, and Christopher W. Larimer, “Social Pressure and Voter 
Turnout: Evidence from a Large-Scale Field Experiment.” American Political Science Review 
102, 1 (February 2008): 33-48.  
  
Hellwig, Timothy and David Samuels. 2007. “Voting in Open Economies: The Electoral 
Consequences of Globalization.”  Comparative Political Studies. 40(3): 283-306.  
  
Hoerner, Julian M., Alexander Jaax and Toni Rodon. 2019. “The long-term impact of the 
location of concentration camps on radical-right voting in Germany.” Research and Politics. 
October-December 2019: 1-8.  
  
Karp Jeffey A., Susan A. Banducci and Shaun Bowler. 2007. “Getting Out the Vote: Party  
Mobilization in a Comparative Perspective.” British Journal of Political Science 38: 91-112.  
  
Niven, David. 2004. “The Mobilization Solution?  Face-to-Face Contact and Voter Turnout in a 
Municipal Election.” Journal of Politics 66 (3): 868-884.  


  
Sides, John, and Jack Citrin. 2007. “European Opinion About Immigration: The Role of  
Identities, Interests and Information.” British Journal of Political Science 37: 477-504  
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Solt, Frederick, Yue Hu, Kevan Hudson, Jungmin Song, and Dong “Erico” Yu. 2017. “Economic 
Inequality and Class Consciousness.” Journal of Politics 79 (3): 1079-1083.  
  
Squire, Perevill “Why the 1936 Literary Digest Poll Failed.” Public Opinion Quarterly 52(1): 
125-133.  
  
Yildirim, Murat T., Gülnur Kocapınar, and Yuksel Alper Ecevit. 2019. “Status Incongruity and  
Backlash against Female Legislators: How Legislative Speechmaking Benefits Men, but Harms 
Women.” Political Research Quarterly 1-11  
  








POS4603-21Fall 0W60


Jump to Today  Edit


Announcements from the School of Politics, Security & International Affairs:


WELCOME TO POS 4603 - PLEASE READ


Please read this entire syllabus page carefully. It answers questions students have about this class. You will need to complete a syllabus


quiz to unlock the course.


Resources to help you with this class: Frequently Asked Questions, If You Have Tech Problems, and Assignment Instructions. If


your question isn't answered: Questions about Class Syllabus, Grading, Calendar? Post Them Here!


Academic integrity information: Academic Integrity, Unauthorized Assistance, and Unauthorized Communications and Academic


Integrity, Plagiarism, and Citations.


Instructor Contact


Instructor: Barry Edwards, J.D., Ph.D. (About Me)


Office: Howard Phillips Hall 102C (Where's This?


(http://map.ucf.edu/locations/14/howard-phillips-hall-


hph/) )


Office Hours: Tuesdays 10am - noon, Fridays 10am -


noon. Call 321-394-8868 during these times to speak


to me. Other times may be available by appointment.


E-mail: barry.edwards@ucf.edu


(mailto:barry.edwards@ucf.edu)


GTA: TBD


Course Information


Course Name: American Constitutional Law I


Course ID & Section: POS 4603-21Fall 0W60


Credit Hours: 3


Semester/Year: Fall 2021


Web Only Course


Course Description


Constitutional law addresses the contents of the U.S. Constitution and the interpretation of those contents. We will


look at the organization of the United States Government (i.e., the distribution and execution of those powers); and


https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386740
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the relations between the Government and persons under its jurisdiction (i.e., under the Bill of Rights). Under the


United States’ system, the chief problems of constitutional law center on the basic matter of judicial review, on


relations between and among the three (3) branches of government, on the federal system’s distribution of powers


between the federal and state governments, and on the restrictions or limitation on government in either procedural or


substantive (e.g., due process) contexts. University Course Catalog Description: Development of American


federalism and national power, commerce clause, and nationalization of the economy.


Course Prerequisites


ENC 1102 (Freshman Composition II), POS 2041 (American National Government) or consent of the instructor. I


encourage you to take POS 4284 (Judicial Process and Politics) prior to taking this class.


Course Objectives


The objective of this course is to introduce you to the important role that the United States Constitution has in


orienting American politics and governance. With this end in mind, we will explore the Constitution, its various


interpretations, and the role of the judiciary in constitutional application, examples of the influence it has had on the


function of government, and the case law that has emanated from its interpretation. The objectives of this class


include the following:


Understand key constitution terms and concepts


Understand historically significant Supreme Court decisions


Analyze historical trends in Supreme Court composition and decision making


Evaluate and apply constitutional precedents


Apply legal reasoning to complex hypothetical problems


Engage in discussion and deliberation of constitutional issues


Improve writing and critical thinking skills


Build collaboration skills and practice professional work habits


Required Texts and Materials


Epstein, Lee, and Thomas Walker. Constitutional Law for a Changing America: Institutional Powers and Constraints,


Tenth Edition. (Thousand Oaks, CA: CQ Press, an Imprint of Sage Publications, Inc. 2020). ISBN-13:


978-1544317908, ISBN-10: 1544317905. **Make sure you buy Volume I with the green cover (see image below) not


Volume II with the blue cover.** See on Amazon  (https://www.amazon.com/Constitutional-Law-Changing-America-


Institutional/dp/1544317905/ref=sr_1_1?qid=1561046345) .


https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386740
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Additional readings will be announced and/or distributed in class. In particular, these readings will focus on rulings


from the most recent Supreme Court term(s) and emerging issues in constitutional law.


Course Requirements


Your final grade is based on the four components listed below. Assignment point values are based on 1,400 total


course points.


1. Module Quizzes (45%) – There are fourteen (14) numbered modules. Each numbered module contains a quiz


with multiple choice, true false questions, and a short answer question. Each module quiz is worth 45 points. Your


lowest module quiz score will be dropped.


2. Module Review Exercises (20%) – Each numbered module contains two graded review exercises, such as


crossword puzzles, matching games, etc. Each module review exercise is worth 10 points. Your lowest two module


review exercise scores will be dropped.


3. Small Group Discussions (20%) – Each numbered module includes a small group discussion of a constitutional


problem or issue. Each small group discussion is worth 20 points. Your lowest small group discussion score will be


dropped.


4. Final Exam (15%) – The Final Examination is cumulative and will require students to apply their understanding of


the subject matter in a comprehensive manner. Students can expect a mix of multiple choice and true-false


questions on the Final Exam. The final exam is worth 210 points.


Course Policies (click headings to open and read)


Workload Expectations


Missed Assignments/Make-Ups/Extra Credit


Late Work


Grading Scale


Grades of "Incomplete"


Group Work


Academic Honesty


Professionalism Policy


University Writing Center


Disability Statement


Emergency Procedures and Campus Safety


Accommodations for Active Duty Military Students


Religious Observances


https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386740
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Course Summary:
Date Details Due


Mon Aug 23, 2021


Start Module/Week 01
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365246&


include_contexts=course_1386740)


12am


UCF Classes Begin (Fall 2021)
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365229&


include_contexts=course_1386740)


12am


Quiz: SOL in the Court System (Does not
affect your grade, please take ASAP)
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386740


/assignments/7174830)


due by 11:59pm


Syllabus Quiz (Does not affect your grade,
please take ASAP) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/courses/1386740/assignments/7174819)


due by 11:59pm


Wed Aug 25, 2021


Articles or Constitution? Pick One
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386740


/assignments/7174847)


due by 11:59pm


Introduction to U.S. Constitution Jeopardy
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386740


/assignments/7174857)


due by 11:59pm


Thu Aug 26, 2021
Small Group Discussion: Making the


Transition (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1386740/assignments/7178628)


due by 11:59pm


Fri Aug 27, 2021


Drop/Swap Deadline (Spring 2021)
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365228&


include_contexts=course_1386740)


12am


Evidence of Academic Engagement Quiz
(Does not affect your grade, please take
ASAP) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1386740/assignments/7174809)


due by 5pm


+


+


+


+


Copyright


Third-Party Software and FERPA


Financial Aid Requirement


Required Statement Regarding COVID-19


START HERE MODULE


https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386740
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Date Details Due


Sat Aug 28, 2021


Add Deadline (Spring 2021)
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365227&


include_contexts=course_1386740)


12am


Practice Quiz: Introduction to U.S.
Constitution (Optional, does not affect your
grade) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1386740/assignments/7174800)


due by 11:59pm


Sun Aug 29, 2021
Module 1 Quiz: Intro. to the U.S.


Constitution (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1386740/assignments/7174815)


due by 11:59pm


Mon Aug 30, 2021


Start Module/Week 02
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365234&


include_contexts=course_1386740)


12am


Wed Sep 1, 2021


Crossword Puzzle: U.S. Supreme Court
Agenda Setting (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/courses/1386740/assignments/7174850)


due by 11:59pm


Identify the Warren Court Justices (may
require internet research)
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386740


/assignments/7174856)


due by 11:59pm


Thu Sep 2, 2021


Small Group Discussion: The Supreme
Court's Opinion Writing Process
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386740


/assignments/7174843)


due by 11:59pm


Fri Sep 3, 2021


Reminder: Replies Due in Small Group
Discussions (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365233&


include_contexts=course_1386740)


12am


Sat Sep 4, 2021


Practice Quiz: Understanding the U.S.
Supreme Court (Optional, does not affect your
grade) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1386740/assignments/7174812)


due by 11:59pm


Sun Sep 5, 2021
Module 2 Quiz: Understanding the U.S.


Supreme Court (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/courses/1386740/assignments/7174816)


due by 11:59pm


Mon Sep 6, 2021


Start Module/Week 03
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365241&


include_contexts=course_1386740)


12am


Wed Sep 8, 2021
Constraints on Judicial Power Hangman


(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386740


/assignments/7174848)


due by 11:59pm
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Date Details Due


Matching Quiz: Judiciary Cases
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386740


/assignments/7174864)


due by 11:59pm


Thu Sep 9, 2021


Small Group Discussion: Getting the
Court to Make Hard Decisions
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386740


/assignments/7174842)


due by 11:59pm


Fri Sep 10, 2021


Reminder: Replies Due in Small Group
Discussions (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365232&


include_contexts=course_1386740)


12am


Sat Sep 11, 2021


Practice Quiz: Judicial Powers and
Constraints (Optional, does not affect your
grade) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1386740/assignments/7174799)


due by 11:59pm


Sun Sep 12, 2021
Module 3 Quiz: Judicial Powers and


Constraints (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1386740/assignments/7174807)


due by 11:59pm


Mon Sep 13, 2021


Start Module/Week 04
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365240&


include_contexts=course_1386740)


12am


Wed Sep 15, 2021


Identify Burger Court Members (may
require internet research)
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386740


/assignments/7174854)


due by 11:59pm


Matching Quiz: Legislative Powers Cases
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386740


/assignments/7174865)


due by 11:59pm


Thu Sep 16, 2021


Small Group Discussion: The Clean and
Accountable Congress Act
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386740


/assignments/7174841)


due by 11:59pm


Fri Sep 17, 2021


Reminder: Replies Due in Small Group
Discussions (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365231&


include_contexts=course_1386740)


12am


Sat Sep 18, 2021


Practice Quiz: Legislative Powers and
Constraints (Optional, does not affect your
grade) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1386740/assignments/7174801)


due by 11:59pm


Sun Sep 19, 2021
Module 4 Quiz: Legislative Powers and


Constraints (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1386740/assignments/7174831)


due by 11:59pm


Mon Sep 20, 2021
Start Module/Week 05


(https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365239&


12am
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Date Details Due


include_contexts=course_1386740)


Wed Sep 22, 2021


Matching Quiz: Executive Powers Cases
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386740


/assignments/7174860)


due by 11:59pm


Presidential Powers: Pick One
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386740


/assignments/7174870)


due by 11:59pm


Thu Sep 23, 2021
Small Group Discussion: Firing Executive


Branch Officials (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/courses/1386740/assignments/7174840)


due by 11:59pm


Fri Sep 24, 2021


Reminder: Replies Due in Small Group
Discussions (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365236&


include_contexts=course_1386740)


12am


Sat Sep 25, 2021


Practice Quiz: Executive Powers and
Constraints (Optional, does not affect your
grade) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1386740/assignments/7174825)


due by 11:59pm


Sun Sep 26, 2021
Module 5 Quiz: Executive Powers and


Constraints (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1386740/assignments/7174824)


due by 11:59pm


Mon Sep 27, 2021


Start Module/Week 06
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365238&


include_contexts=course_1386740)


12am


Wed Sep 29, 2021


Identify Rehnquist Court Justices (may
require internet research)
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386740


/assignments/7174855)


due by 11:59pm


Matching Quiz: Separation of Powers in
Domestic Affairs (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/courses/1386740/assignments/7174867)


due by 11:59pm


Thu Sep 30, 2021
Small Group Discussion: Fiscal Discipline


(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386740


/assignments/7174839)


due by 11:59pm


Fri Oct 1, 2021


Reminder: Replies Due in Small Group
Discussions (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365245&


include_contexts=course_1386740)


12am


Sat Oct 2, 2021


Practice Quiz: Separation of Powers in
Domestic Affairs (Optional, does not affect
your grade) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1386740/assignments/7174827)


due by 11:59pm
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Date Details Due


Sun Oct 3, 2021
Module 6 Quiz: Separation of Powers in


Domestic Affairs (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/courses/1386740/assignments/7174805)


due by 11:59pm


Mon Oct 4, 2021


Start Module/Week 07
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365221&


include_contexts=course_1386740)


12am


Wed Oct 6, 2021


Foreign Affairs Power of President or
Congress? (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1386740/assignments/7174852)


due by 11:59pm


U(SA) Better Recognize (May require
internet research) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/courses/1386740/assignments/7174873)


due by 11:59pm


Thu Oct 7, 2021
Small Group Discussion: An Embassy in


Jerusalem (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1386740/assignments/7174836)


due by 11:59pm


Fri Oct 8, 2021


Reminder: Replies Due in Small Group
Discussions (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365235&


include_contexts=course_1386740)


12am


Sat Oct 9, 2021


Practice Quiz: Separation of Powers in
Foreign Affairs (Optional, does not affect your
grade) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1386740/assignments/7174821)


due by 11:59pm


Sun Oct 10, 2021
Module 7 Quiz: Separation of Powers in


Foreign Affairs (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/courses/1386740/assignments/7174829)


due by 11:59pm


Mon Oct 11, 2021


Start Module/Week 08
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365237&


include_contexts=course_1386740)


12am


Wed Oct 13, 2021


Federalism Hangman: Name that State
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386740


/assignments/7174851)


due by 11:59pm


Matching Quiz: Federalism Cases
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386740


/assignments/7174861)


due by 11:59pm


Thu Oct 14, 2021


Small Group Discussion: State of Florico's
Tourism Promotion Program
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386740


/assignments/7174834)


due by 11:59pm


Fri Oct 15, 2021


Reminder: Replies Due in Small Group
Discussions (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365230&


include_contexts=course_1386740)


12am
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Date Details Due


Sat Oct 16, 2021


Practice Quiz: Federalism (Optional, does
not affect your grade)
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386740


/assignments/7174804)


due by 11:59pm


Sun Oct 17, 2021
Module 8 Quiz: Federalism


(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386740


/assignments/7174802)


due by 11:59pm


Mon Oct 18, 2021


Start Module/Week 09
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365218&


include_contexts=course_1386740)


12am


Wed Oct 20, 2021


Historic Foundations of Federal
Commerce Power: Pick True or False
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386740


/assignments/7174853)


due by 11:59pm


Matching Quiz: Historic Era Commerce
Power Cases (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1386740/assignments/7174863)


due by 11:59pm


Thu Oct 21, 2021


Small Group Discussion: W.G. Harding &
Sons Fishingpacking Corp.
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386740


/assignments/7174835)


due by 11:59pm


Fri Oct 22, 2021


Reminder: Replies Due in Small Group
Discussions (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365217&


include_contexts=course_1386740)


12am


Sat Oct 23, 2021


Practice Quiz: Historical Foundations of
Federal Power to Regulate Commerce
(Optional, does not affect your grade)
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386740


/assignments/7174832)


due by 11:59pm


Sun Oct 24, 2021


Module 9 Quiz: Historical Foundations of
Federal Power to Regulate Commerce
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386740


/assignments/7174822)


due by 11:59pm


Mon Oct 25, 2021


Start Module/Week 10
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365223&


include_contexts=course_1386740)


12am


Wed Oct 27, 2021


Matching Quiz: Modern Era Commerce
Power Cases (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1386740/assignments/7174866)


due by 11:59pm


Who Nominated Current Supreme Court
Justices? (may require internet research)
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386740


/assignments/7174874)


due by 11:59pm
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Date Details Due


Thu Oct 28, 2021


Small Group Discussion: Revising the
Violence Against Women Act
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386740


/assignments/7174844)


due by 11:59pm


Fri Oct 29, 2021


Reminder: Replies Due in Small Group
Discussions (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365244&


include_contexts=course_1386740)


12am


Sat Oct 30, 2021


Practice Quiz: Federal Power to Regulate
Commerce in the Modern Era (Optional, does
not affect your grade)
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386740


/assignments/7174828)


due by 11:59pm


Sun Oct 31, 2021


Module 10 Quiz: Federal Power to
Regulate Commerce in Modern Era
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386740


/assignments/7174806)


due by 11:59pm


Mon Nov 1, 2021


Start Module/Week 11
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365249&


include_contexts=course_1386740)


12am


Wed Nov 3, 2021


Matching Quiz: Federal Tax and Spending
Power Cases (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1386740/assignments/7174862)


due by 11:59pm


Tax Terminology Word Search
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386740


/assignments/7174872)


due by 11:59pm


Thu Nov 4, 2021


Small Group Discussion: Preparing
Highways for Self-Driving Cars
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386740


/assignments/7174838)


due by 11:59pm


Fri Nov 5, 2021


Reminder: Replies Due in Small Group
Discussions (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365243&


include_contexts=course_1386740)


12am


UCF Withdrawal Deadline (Spring 2021)
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365220&


include_contexts=course_1386740)


12am


Sat Nov 6, 2021


Practice Quiz: Federal Powers to Tax and
Spend (Optional, does not affect your grade)
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386740


/assignments/7174813)


due by 11:59pm


Sun Nov 7, 2021
Module 11 Quiz: Federal Powers to Tax


and Spend (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1386740/assignments/7174810)


due by 11:59pm
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Mon Nov 8, 2021


Start Module/Week 12
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365250&


include_contexts=course_1386740)


12am


Wed Nov 10, 2021


Matching Quiz: State Power to Tax and
Regulate Cases (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/courses/1386740/assignments/7174868)


due by 11:59pm


State Power: Pick True or False
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386740


/assignments/7174871)


due by 11:59pm


Thu Nov 11, 2021


Small Group Discussion: Florico's Tax on
Self-Driving Car Fares
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386740


/assignments/7174837)


due by 11:59pm


Fri Nov 12, 2021


Reminder: Replies Due in Small Group
Discussions (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365222&


include_contexts=course_1386740)


12am


Sat Nov 13, 2021


Practice Quiz: State Powers to Regulate
Commerce, Tax, and Spend (Optional, does
not affect your grade)
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386740


/assignments/7174803)


due by 11:59pm


Sun Nov 14, 2021


Module 12 Quiz: State Powers to Regulate
Commerce, Tax, and Spend
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386740


/assignments/7174820)


due by 11:59pm


Mon Nov 15, 2021


Start Module/Week 13
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365224&


include_contexts=course_1386740)


12am


Wed Nov 17, 2021


Matching Quiz: Economic Substantive
Due Process Cases (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/courses/1386740/assignments/7174859)


due by 11:59pm


Who Prevailed: Government or Business?
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386740


/assignments/7174875)


due by 11:59pm


Thu Nov 18, 2021
Small Group Discussion: Pay Per Click


Workforce (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1386740/assignments/7174833)


due by 11:59pm


Fri Nov 19, 2021


Reminder: Replies Due in Small Group
Discussions (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365242&


include_contexts=course_1386740)


12am


Sat Nov 20, 2021
Practice Quiz: Economic Substantive Due


Process (Optional, does not affect your grade)
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386740


due by 11:59pm
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/assignments/7174823)


Sun Nov 21, 2021
Module 13 Quiz: Economic Substantive


Due Process (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1386740/assignments/7174808)


due by 11:59pm


Mon Nov 22, 2021


Start Module/Week 14
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365248&


include_contexts=course_1386740)


12am


Wed Nov 24, 2021


Matching Quiz: Takings Clause Cases
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386740


/assignments/7174869)


due by 11:59pm


Who Prevailed: Government or Property
Owner? Pick One (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/courses/1386740/assignments/7174876)


due by 11:59pm


Thu Nov 25, 2021


Small Group Discussion: Florico's
Sharking Tracking System
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386740


/assignments/7174845)


due by 11:59pm


Fri Nov 26, 2021


Reminder: Replies Due in Small Group
Discussions (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365225&


include_contexts=course_1386740)


12am


Sat Nov 27, 2021


Practice Quiz: The Takings Clause
(Optional, does not affect your grade)
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386740


/assignments/7174811)


due by 11:59pm


Sun Nov 28, 2021
Module 14 Quiz: The Takings Clause


(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386740


/assignments/7174814)


due by 11:59pm


Mon Nov 29, 2021


Start Module/Week 15
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365316&


include_contexts=course_1386740)


12am


Wed Dec 1, 2021


Contract Clause: Pick True or False
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386740


/assignments/7174849)


due by 11:59pm


Matching Quiz: Contract Clause Cases
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386740


/assignments/7174858)


due by 11:59pm


Thu Dec 2, 2021
Small Group Discussion: Florico Builds a


Stadium (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1386740/assignments/7174846)


due by 11:59pm
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Fri Dec 3, 2021


Last Day of UCF Classes (Fall 2021)
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365219&


include_contexts=course_1386740)


12am


Reminder: Replies Due in Small Group
Discussions (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365315&


include_contexts=course_1386740)


12am


Sat Dec 4, 2021


Practice Quiz: The Contract Clause
(Optional, does not affect your grade)
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386740


/assignments/7174817)


due by 11:59pm


Sun Dec 5, 2021
Module 15 Quiz: The Contract Clause


(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386740


/assignments/7174826)


due by 11:59pm


Mon Dec 6, 2021


Start Studying for Final Exam
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365247&


include_contexts=course_1386740)


12am


Sun Dec 12, 2021
POS 4603 Final Exam (Spring 2021)


(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386740


/assignments/7174818)


due by 11:59pm


Fri Dec 17, 2021


Grades Due to UCF by noon (Spring 2021)
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365226&


include_contexts=course_1386740)


12am
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POS 3703 
SCOPE AND METHODS OF POLITICAL SCIENCE 


 
FALL 2021 


MWF, 12:30-1:30 
HPH 310 


 
Professor:  Dr. Drew N. Lanier Office Hours:   MW 09:30-10:15, 1:30-3:30; or by  


                         app’t;  Zoom capability available too  
                         via appointment 


Office:  Phillips Hall 302O    
Phone: (407) 823-3753 [direct dial] or -2608 [main 
office] Credit Hours:  Three (3)                                                     


E-mail: drew.lanier@ucf.edu 
 


“The messier the data are, the better the statistician 
needs to be, and in political  science, our data are 
very messy”             
  
 — Prof. Matt Lebo, SUNY, Stony Brook  


“When you cannot measure, your knowledge is meager 
and unsatisfactory” 
 
— Lord William Kelvin (inscription found atop the  
   Social Science Research Building at the University of  
   Chicago) (Pritchett 1948, xi). 


 
COURSE OBJECTIVES AND GOALS: 
 
 This course is an intensive examination of the breadth of the field of political science and the methods 
that political scientists use to examine political phenomena.  Why do two countries go to war? Why do justices 
on the U.S. Supreme Court decide the way that they do? Why do voters in elections choose the candidates 
whom they do?  These, and many others, are questions involving politics and portend the explanation of 
political phenomena.   
 
 “Politics,” according to David Easton (1965), is the authoritative allocation of values and resources.  
Scholars of politics, then, seek to describe, explain and predict various political phenomena through customary 
and traditionally understood methods of theoretically-based inquiry. In this course, students will be exposed to 
these methods, and try their hand at formal political analysis, as it is understood in the discipline.  Students will 
learn why political science deigns to call itself a “science” and come to understand what it means to study 
politics in a scientific manner.  They will see how political scientists complete real research and how they 
communicate those findings in a transmissible and understandable way.  They will learn how to analyze data 
and how to measure political phenomena.   
 
 Overall, there are several goals of this course: 
 


• Students who successfully complete the course will acquire a better knowledge of the discipline of 
political science, the broad subfields of the field of study, and the ways by which political scientists go 
about their research; 


 
• Students who successfully complete the course will understand the elements of the scientific 


approach and how they apply to the systematic study of politics. 
 



mailto:drew.lanier@ucf.edu
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• Students who successfully complete the course will have a better understanding of research 


methods, from data collection to research design to statistically analyzing data and reporting one’s 
results, as they apply to political analysis;  


 
• Students who successfully complete the course will be better consumers of political information, 


which will help them better grasp the concepts of other, upper-level courses in the discipline in 
addition to helping them understand the political world that surrounds them; 


 
• Students who successfully complete the course will have a good understanding of the rudiments 


of using statistical computing programs, such as SPSS, and how to interpret the results that are 
obtained to generalize such findings to other theoretical settings and contexts.    


 
NATURE OF THE COURSE 
 
 This course will be unlike many others that you have taken. It deals with new and unfamiliar 
terminology and ways of thinking about the political world.  We focus here on the methods that political 
scientists laboring in many of the subfields in the discipline use to accumulate knowledge.  While it will refer to 
substantive findings in several areas, such information acquisition will not be the focus of the course.  Rather, 
we will examine the ways by which that substantive knowledge was acquired, tested and communicated to the 
scholarly community.   
 
 Accordingly, some students may enter the course with a deep sense of dread or trepidation about the 
nature of the course and its demands.   To be sure, such respect for the course is beneficial as it sharpens your 
attention to the course requirements.  However, merely because you may fear the course should not be sole 
reason to avoid it.  Instead, students should confront that fear that comes with undertaking new activities, 
overcome it and then enjoy the new-found feeling that comes with knowing that you have conquered some 
new endeavor without fleeing in panic, overwhelmed with anxiety.  This is a skill that will benefit students many 
times over during their lives, I assure you.  Moreover, students will come to realize that knowledge is 
empowering; that is, one does not take as given information that is provided by others without their explaining 
the exact nature of that information as well as how it was collected and analyzed.  In addition, students will 
learn how to conduct their own research that can withstand the scrutiny of others who are similarly openly 
skeptical of reported findings.  This is the way of the real world as it applies to political research.  It is a 
daunting, but fun endeavor.   
 
       Thus, wise students must approach this course like they have none other:   
 


• carefully read the assigned material prior to your coming to class (I assume that you have done 
so when lecture begins and I personally question you to determine your level of knowledge and 
understanding of the day’s material); 


• follow the instructions precisely; 


• do all of the homework exercises (they are good practice for the exam; in this course, the more 
practice, the better); 


• anticipate problems in completing the course requirements; 


• and, above all, ask questions when one does not understand a concept or idea.  This is especially the 
case in Scope and Methods, which has a significantly higher failure rate among students.   
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REQUIRED AND RECOMMENDED TEXTS AND MATERIALS 
 
Required Books 
 
Hoover, Kenneth and Todd Donovan.  2013.  The Elements of Social Scientific Thinking.  11th ed.  Belmont, CA:   
 Thomson/Wadsworth.   ISBN 978-1-13360-767-0. This is available on Canvas Reserves. 
 
Pollock, Philip H., III, and Barry C. Edwards.  20120.  The Essentials of Political Analysis.  6th ed.  Washington, DC:   


Congressional  Quarterly Press.  ISBN 978-1-5063-8961-4. 
 
Pollock, Philip H., III, and Barry C.  Edwards.  2020.  An IBM SPSS Companion to Political Analysis.  6th ed.  


Washington, DC:  Congressional Quarterly Press.  ISBN 978-1-5063-7965-4.  BUY ONLY NEW COPIES 
OF THIS TITLE.  DO NOT BUY USED COPIES AS THEY WILL LIKELY HAVE SOME OF THE PAGES 
MISSING.  


 
Required Materials 
 
 Students will need a basic calculator that performs the following functions:  addition, subtraction, 
multiplication, division, squaring of variables, square root and natural log.  One may be purchased at 
Walgreens or similar store; students do not need a highly complex instrument.  Bring it, along with the other 
course materials, to class each day as it will be used to work problems assigned in class and on the tests.  Such 
calculators may be used during the in-class exams but cell-phone based calculators will NOT be allowed. 
 


In addition, students must purchase a pack of Scantrons (Form No. 209161), which are strawberry in 
color and bear the UCF logo.  These will be used during the four course exams administered across the term. 
No other form is acceptable. If you nevertheless attempt to submit an exam with another form of Scantron, 
your exam WILL BE REFUSED.     


 
Also note that Pollock and Edwards’s Companion does not contain the SPSS program itself. One 


must either find that in one of the general access computer labs, find it at 
https://ucfapps.cloud.com/Citrix/StoreWeb/#/apps/all/static/All/ or purchase some version of SPSS. 
The Companion describes the steps to download the data that are then loaded into SPSS separately to 
complete the required assignments. 
 
WEB RESOURCES 
 
Canvas Site – Course Management Software   
 
The Course has a WebCourses site associated with it. It is an innovative technology that allows the students to 
interact with each other, post messages to a common bulletin board, take quizzes, and many other tasks that  
facilitate comprehension of the course material and collaborative learning among the course's students in a 
student-centered context. This site, however, is a password-protected domain. A more thorough discussion of  
this course tool as well as how to navigate through it will be offered in class. Navigate to it via your my.ucf.edu 
login, find the course in the Online Course Tools Tab and the Webcourses@UCF Pagelet and then enter your 
PID and password. 
 
 
 



https://ucfapps.cloud.com/Citrix/StoreWeb/#/apps/all/static/All/
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https://ucfapps.cloud.com/Citrix/StoreWeb/#/apps/all/static/All/ 
  


UCF has now made available online access to a number of commonly-used programs, including SPSS 
(the statistical package that we will use this semester).  Navigate to the above address, download the Citrix app, 
enter your NID and associated password, and then locate and open SPSS. The Companion provides you 
detailed, step-by-step directions as how to operate and use SPSS. A brief introduction and handout are offered 
at the beginning of the course.  You will need to install a small installation tool (Citrix Receiver), allow it access 
to your device and then add the SPSS program to your personal apps page.   
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
 
Mandated Documentation of Course Attendance 
 


As of fall 2014, all faculty members are required to document students' academic activity at the 
beginning of each course in order to comply with federal regulations involving student financial aid.  In order 
to document that you began this course, please complete the self-introduction assignment, on the Canvas 
Discussion board, by the end of the first week of classes, or as soon as possible after adding the course, but no 
later than Friday, August 27, 2021.  Failure to do so will result in a delay in the disbursement of your financial 
aid (adapted from a draft statement from Academic Affairs Office, UCF). 
 
Read 
 


Although it may sound obvious, one way to SUBSTANTIALLY increase one’s understanding of the 
course (and, therefore, your final course grade) is to READ THE ASSIGNED MATERIAL.  Many students simply 
listen to the lectures and hope that such effort will be enough to see them through the tests.  Such will not 
suffice especially in this course as it is a HANDS-ON EXPERIENCE, where much of the learning is by doing.  In 
order to comprehend more fully the class discussion, one should carefully read the daily assignment BEFORE 
COMING TO CLASS AND HAVE CONSIDERED ITS IMPLICATIONS. This is especially the case in Scope and 
Methods, where the course material is not self-evident much of the time. 
 
Class Participation 
 


To help you better understand the course material, class topics will be discussed using a combination of 
lecture and the Socratic Method, in which the instructor and the student engage in a question and answer 
sequence so as to explore the issue discussed thoroughly as well as to develop in the student the ability to 
analyze issues.  Students are expected to read and prepare for discussions.  Be advised that the points 
associated with class participation are NOT points that I simply give to students as result of consistent class 
attendance.   If one simply sits in class and do not inject oneself into the conversation, the student will receive 
very few points for this component of the course.  Not only must the student at least attempt to answer the  
questions that I put, one must actively participate to receive most of the points for participation. I value 
quantity and quality for this component of the course grade.   


 
Moreover, class participation involves the completion of several in-class assignments, which are 


designed to emphasize the skills, concepts and ideas discussed extensively in lecture.  Forthright and honest 
completion of them will help you understand the topics more fully.  This is especially the case in Scope and 
Methods. While their completion is considered as part of the Class Participation points’ allocation, they also 
help you understand the concepts and ideas that will likely appear on the exams.  Class participation is worth 
ten (10) percent of your final grade.  



https://ucfapps.cloud.com/Citrix/StoreWeb/#/apps/all/static/All/
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Tests 
 
 Each of the three course exams in the course is worth 100 points. They will be composed entirely of very 
challenging multiple choice items, conceptual definitions and analytical problems to be worked keyed to the 
concepts covered in the course.  They are each noncomprehensive, although (to some extent) the material 
builds throughout the course.  These are challenging exams, not for the faint hearted.  This is especially the case 
in Scope and Methods.  Each is worth 20 percent of the final course grade, for a total of 60 percent drawn from 
performance on exams.   
 


No make-up exams will be allowed absent verifiable, documented, exigent (i.e., truly emergency, Act of 
God) circumstances.  You MUST contact me before an exam if you know you will miss it and explain the truly 
compelling situation that prevents you from taking the exam as scheduled.  My office phone has voicemail if I 
am away from my desk. Leave a message if you do not speak to me directly.  If you do not speak to me or 
leave a message indicating your failure to take the exam as scheduled, I will look very disfavorably upon your 
request to take a make-up exam.  There are absolutely NO excuses for missing an exam and not contacting me 
in advance.  Unexcused exams will receive a failing grade (0 points).   


 
NO STUDENT WILL BE PERMITTED TO TAKE THE EXAM AFTER THE FIRST STUDENT HAS FINISHED AND 


SUBMITTED IT TO ME.   
 
FURTHERMORE, TURN OFF ALL ELECTRONIC DEVICES DURING THE EXAM.  IF A STUDENT EVEN 


TOUCHES AN ELECTRONIC DEVICE (OTHER THAN THE REQUIRED BASIC CALCULATOR MENTIONED ABOVE), 
THAT STUDENT WILL AUTOMATICALLY FAIL THE EXAM.  Do not test me on this provision.  I, sadly, have had to 
implement it in past terms.  


Analytical and SPSS Assignments 
 
 The third formal component of the course is the completion of several analytical and SPSS assignments 
given throughout the term, the latter of which are available in the Companion.  The first of them is available on 
the Canvas site for the class.  These exercises enable students to acquire hands-on experience with data 
analysis and how to obtain estimates of many political phenomena of interest to political researchers.  Problem 
sets are particular important in giving students practical experience in working with difficult, opaque concepts. 
This is especially the case in Scope and Methods.  The more practice, the better just as any sports team or athlete 
will tell you.  A more thorough discussion of the assignments and the software needed to complete them will 
be offered in class.   


 
Across the term, students are required to submit 11 of these assignments. Your lowest score for them 


will be dropped and the remaining ten (10) will be averaged into twenty (20) percent of your grade.  I DO NOT 
ACCEPT LATE ASSIGNMENTS. PLAN YOUR PREPARATION AND ASSIGNMENT SUBMISSION 
ACCORDINGLY.  ASSIGNMENTS ARE DUE AT THE BEGINNING OF CLASS (I.E., 12:30 PM).  If you come to 
me with an exotic tale of woe about your not submitting on time your assignments, I will nod relatively 
sympathetically and then point to this warning.   


 
Furthermore, note that SPSS is the actual statistical software for the course.  The Companion provides 


data ONLY. One will need to locate the software in one of the general access computer labs on campus, 
including PH 310, or on the UCF Apps address provided above, or purchase a personal copy of the program.  
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The following are rules regarding the analytical and SPSS assignments that MUST be followed: 
 


• They must be stapled individually once in the upper left-hand corner of the page.  Do not 
dog-ear, paper clip or fasten your assignments other than as described above. Assignments that 
do not comply with these requirements will be penalized.   


 
• Non-word processed analytical assignments will not be accepted.  This requirement does 


not apply to the assignments required from the Companion.   
 


• Place your name on each assignment.   
 


• Unstapled briefs, and those without student names, will be penalized by one letter grade for 
each violation.   


 
• Work alone on each of the assignments.  Do not work in groups.  The work must represent 


YOUR effort, not that of others, just as you will encounter on the course exams.  Failing to abide 
by this rule constitutes plagiarism and will be dealt with vigorously (see statement below 
regarding plagiarism).  


 
Daily Survey 
 


This portion of your grade includes ten (10) percent for the completion of the daily survey, allocated 
based on the proportion of surveys that you complete throughout the term.  Completing the daily surveys is a 
good way to check your comprehension of the day’s material, and it is an easy way to earn points for the final 
course grade.  Ignoring them is dangerous to your understanding (and your final course grade). 
 


The following are regulations regarding the daily surveys that must be followed: 
 
• If you do not attend class on a particular day FOR ANY REASON IMAGINABLE, you may NOT 


complete the survey for that day as you cannot logically answer the questions posed. If you 
nevertheless attempt to do so, I will mark it as if you did not. 


 
• Do NOT submit blank responses for the daily survey. Repeated violation of this rule will result in 


the entire class’s being required to send survey responses to me through my UCF email account. 
Once again, past classes have tested me on this and I have been forced to implement this rule, which  


 
is quite troublesome for instructor and students alike.  


 
• Failing to complete even a small number of the daily surveys will negatively affect your final 


course grade. 
 
• Surveys are due by 8:00 am on the following lecture day.  For example, if we have class on 


Tuesday, then the survey for that class is due by Wednesday at 08:00 am.  If we have class on 
Thursday, then the survey for that class is due by the following Monday at 08:00 am.  Days on which 
we have tests scheduled or days on which there is a University holiday are not “lecture days.” 
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COURSE POINT ALLOCATION 


 


 
In calculating final course averages, the only rounding will be up from 0.5 below the grade 


required in the professor’s sole professional discretion.  I give you opportunities to earn points all 
semester long. Do not expect that I will give you any more points at the end of the term. I interpret this 
clause very stringently. 
 


COMPONENT WEIGHT 
First Exam 20% 
Second Exam 20% 
Final Exam  20% 
Daily Surveys 10% 


COMPONENT WEIGHT 
Class Participation 10% 
Analytical and SPSS 
Assignments 


20% 


 
GRADING SCALE (as a Percentage of Total Points) 
 


GRADE PERCENTAGE 
A 100-90 
B+ 89-87 
B 86-80 
C+ 79-77 
C 76-70 
D+ 69-67 
D 66-60 
F 59 or less 


COURSE POLICIES (aka My Pet Peeves) 
 
 There are several points you should note.  
 
 No Excuses 
  


First, this class operates under a "No-Excuse" policy. It is incumbent upon students to be individually 
responsible for the notes given in the unlikely event that class is missed.  If you miss class, you NEED NOT 
inform me about it.  If you do inform me of your impending absence, you are NOT thereby immunized from 
the terms of the syllabus.  Because this course is an upper-division class, you will quickly learn that if you intend 
to pass, you should plan on regularly attending class, keeping up with the lecture, and completing the 
assignments as they are given.  These activities are especially important in this course, Scope and Methods of 
Political Science.   
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Seating Chart 


 
Second, shortly after the course begins, I send around a seating chart to facilitate learning names and 


the Socratic Method. I will quickly learn your last names (which is the manner by which I address you).  Please 
decide where you would like to sit within the first few days of class. If you have vision difficulties, please situate 
yourself accordingly, as I use the visual display extensively. 
 
 Accommodations for Physically Challenged Students 
 
 Third, if you are physically challenged, every attempt is made to accommodate your learning needs. See 
me by the end of the first week of class so that we can make appropriate arrangements. This class operates in 
accordance with the Office of Student Disability Services here at the University and federal guidelines 
governing the Americans with Disabilities Act (1990). 
 
 Plagiarism and Cheating: Don’t Let it Happen to You! 
 
 Fourth, please consult the policy regarding plagiarism and cheating which is attached. Each of you must 
review the University policy on the penalties for plagiarism. Almost every semester, one or more students 
appropriates the published work of someone else, and I have had the unfortunate responsibility of failing those 
students and seeking disciplinary action against them. You are on notice that I have failed students because 
they decided to risk their academic careers by choosing the easy way out. 
 
 Caveat Emptor 
 
 Fifth, this is an upper division course with correspondent responsibilities for you. I expect that you will 
devote for this course alone at least 15 hours per week outside of class studying, reading, and meeting with 
other students to discuss and review the course material. This is a difficult course.  If you are not at least a 
sophomore and one who has a sincere interest in understanding the scientific study of politics, you should 
seriously consider withdrawing from the course and taking it once you attain that status.  This is especially the 
case in Scope and Methods.   
 
 Socratic Method as a Pedagogical Modality 
 
 Sixth, class topics are discussed using the Socratic Method. This means that you are expected to answer 
questions about the text and material that we have covered in class AND TO HAVE THOUGHT ABOUT ITS 
IMPLICATIONS. You will quickly learn that one of my favorite questions is, "what does that mean?".  You are 
expected to read and prepare for discussions. This course is not a spectator sport – meaning that students to  
do well must immerse themselves in it.  I assume that the reading for the day will be done for the day that it is 
assigned. LEARN TO PACE YOURSELF ACCORDINGLY! This is especially the case in Scope and Methods.   
 
 Respect for Colleagues and Their Comments 
 
 Additionally, you are on notice that this course sometimes engages in difficult discussions about our 
political leaders. Hopefully we will have intelligent discussions regarding the concepts involved in the course. 
Above all, everyone will have the right to express their informed beliefs freely and openly without fear of 
reprisal from other students or myself. 
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 Attendance 
 
 Seventh, I do not have a mandatory attendance policy.  However, I send around attendance sheets at the 
beginning of each class so I know who has attended class, and so I can gauge your class participation even if you 
do not speak in class.  Persons who are "borderline" in their grades may receive the "benefit of the doubt" in the 
final computation of grades if they have frequently attended class.  It is YOUR responsibility to sign the attendance 
sheet.  The sheet is sent around at the beginning of each class.  If you are late, you must see me after class to sign 
it; otherwise, I will not give you the "benefit of the doubt."  You are responsible for announcements made in class 
and changes to the course syllabus and expectations even if you are absent when such announcements are made.  
This is especially the case in Scope and Methods.   
 
 Laptops and Audiotaping  
  
 I prohibit the use of laptops in class.  Laptops, while useful in some contexts, represent a barrier 
between professor and student and actually may make student understanding more difficult as students 
are transformed from learners into typists.  Also, other students’ use of laptops may represent a 
distraction from lecture and class discussion.  If you have concerns about this policy, please see me. You 
may, however, audiotape the lecture if you wish. 
  
 Word Processing Required 
 
 Ninth, all assignments (with the exceptions of exams and quizzes done in class and the SPSS exercises) 
must be typewritten or word processed. If you do not know how to use a computer or word processor, it is 
strongly recommended that you learn to do so. If you are concerned about this, please see me. Numerous 
tutorials are available on campus to assist you. You should allocate enough time for printer cartridges to run 
dry and dogs to eat papers and computer disks! You laugh, but trust me: I have heard every excuse in the 
book! Late assignments will receive reduced grades at the rate of one letter grade per calendar day late or part 
thereof. 
 
 Duplicates of Assignments 
 


Tenth, while I have never lost an assignment, I require that you make copies of all work submitted to me 
in the unlikely event that something should happen. In the event that I should need a copy of the assignment, 
and you are not able to provide it, you will not receive credit. Even after I have returned materials to you, please  
retain the work until after you have received your grade from the Registrar. This protects you from any 
possibility that you might receive an erroneous grade. 


Technological Tools 
 
 Eleventh, I require that everyone learn how to use e-mail and the technological tools associated with 
the course. They can facilitate your comprehension of the course material. I have found that this encourages 
students to communicate with me about questions you may have regarding the material discussed in class. You 
are responsible for any assignments or other information that I distribute on the course’s associated web sites 
or via email. If you already have an e-mail account (either through the University or a commercial server),  
please do not sign-up for an additional account, but give me your address. You should check your mail on a 
regular basis as I post any changes about class assignments to your account and/or to the course-associated 
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web site. If your email address changes during the semester, you MUST NOTIFY ME.  This is a course 
requirement.  
 
 Classroom Decorum  
 


(1) Because it is disruptive to everyone to have students arrive late and/or leave early, you must be on 
time for every class and you are expected to remain in class until the period is completed, unless there 
are extraordinary circumstances (e.g., you are about to become ill on the person in front of you) or 
you have informed me of your urgent need to leave before the period ends.  “Urgent need” does not 
include job-related responsibilities or issues.  How would you act once you manage to find a job in 
the “real world”? Would you arrive late or leave early? Submit assignments and reports late? Act in a 
disruptive manner? Act professionally now and it will be easier to transition later to the professional 
world.   
 


(2) Do not talk (even in a whisper) with any of your neighbors.  It disturbs them and it disturbs me.  If 
you are talking, I presume you have a question about the material and I will ask you about it.   


 
(3) Do not listen to an i-Pod, read a newspaper or other material not previously assigned for class. If 


you do so, you will be counted ABSENT FOR THE DAY.  Repeated violation of this rule will result in a 
grade of WF or F. 


 
(4) PLEASE SILENCE YOUR CELL PHONES AND/OR BEEPERS.  Repeated violation of this rule constitutes 


“continuous unruly behavior.”  (See Classroom Decorum Policy No. 5 below). 
 
(5) Continuous unruly behavior will result in a grade of WF or F.  An example of this is the persistent 


discourtesy of talking in class while someone else (including the instructor) is doing so.  The 
classroom is not a living room, in which one talks during a television show.  If you wish to talk, 
absent yourself from class with the appropriate diminution of your class grade. 


 
 Time-Sensitive Communications and Assignments 
 
 In past semesters, some students have had difficulty submitting assignments to me by the due date and 
time.  This difficulty arises, in part, from their reliance on email and other technologies beyond their control.  
Accordingly, for time-sensitive communications, send me a message through the Canvas Mail tool, contact me 
on the telephone, or see me in person during office hours.  This is especially the case in Scope and Methods.   
 
 Best Allies 
 


The professor is not your friend.  He cannot be your friend, as he is charged with the weighty 
responsibility of assessing your understanding of the course material and work in an objective manner.  He may 
act in a courteous, kind and helpful manner, but do not mistake that for friendship.  You will find that your 
colleagues will likely have similar backgrounds and experiences and that they can be your best allies in making 
it through this course, just as you will discover in later life.   
 
 Your best allies in helping you make it through this course unscathed are those sitting around you.  
They will help you understand the material better, and you will do the same for them.  By teaching the material 
to fellow students, one begins to truly understand the concepts and ideas discussed.  The learning process 
begins with teaching.  This is especially the case in Scope and Methods.   
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 Syllabus NOT a Contract 
 
 Finally, this syllabus is not deemed to be a contract. I reserve the right to change any of the exam times 
or assignments by providing you with a forty-eight hour notice of such changes. Such changes are announced 
in class, sent on e-mail and/or posted on the Canvas site. Therefore, you are responsible for any changes that 
may occur during the course of the session.  If you are late, you should check with your classmates about the 
missed material. As such, your absence in class is not deemed a sufficient excuse as to why work is incomplete. 
In the event that the University administration closes school for any reason (e.g., hurricane), any assignments or 
examinations that were scheduled on the day of the canceled class will be due at the next regularly-scheduled 
class meeting once the University re-opens. 
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TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE, TOPICS AND ASSIGNMENTS 


H&D = Hoover and Donovan’s The Elements of Social Scientific Thinking (11th ed. – Canvas Reserves) 
Essentials = Pollock and Edwards’s The Essentials of Political Analysis (6th ed.) 
SPSS = Pollock and Edwards’s An SPSS Companion to Political Analysis (6th ed.) 
 
 


DATE/WEEK TOPIC READINGS ASSIGNMENT 
Aug. 23 – Aug. 27 Course requirements 


Brief Introduction to SPSS 
The Scientific Method 
Studying Politics Scientifically  
A Brief History of the Scientific Study  
   of Politics 


Syllabus and Attachments 
H&D, Chapts. 1 (Reserves) 
Essentials, pp. xxi-xxv 
SPSS, pp. xiii-xv, 1-5 
Carlson and Hyde, Chapt. 1,  
   “How Do We Know  
   What’s True?”     
   (Reserves) 
 


Self. Intro (due  
Fri.., August 27 by 
12:30 pm on Canvas)  
 


Aug. 30 – Sept. 3 The Research Process (Deduction,    
   Induction and Theory-Building) 
Concepts and Operational 
   Definitions   
Measurement Validity  


H&D, Chapts. 2 and 5 (pp.  
   78-84) 
Essentials, Chapt. 1 
SPSS, Chapt. 1 
 


Assignment 1:  
Distinguishing  
   Empirical from  
   Normative  
   Statements (due  
   Friday, Sept. 3 by  
  12:30 pm) 


MON., SEPT. 6 *** LABOR DAY HOLIDAY ***   


Sept. 6 – Sept. 10 Concepts and Operational 
   Definitions   
Measurement Validity  
Reliability of Measures of Political  
   Phenomena 


H&D, Chapt. 3  
Essentials, Chapt. 2 
 


 


Sept. 13 – Sept. 
17 


Types of Data 
Levels of Measurement (NOIR) 
Types of Research Designs 
 


Essentials, Chapt. 4 
SPSS, Chapt. 2   
 


Assignment 2: 
SPSS, Chapt. 2,   
   exercises 1- 4 (due, 
   Mon., Sept. 13 by    
   12:30 pm.  NOTE:  


YOU MUST, PRIOR 
TO YOUR 
SUBMITTING THE 
ASSIGNMENT, 
PHOTOCOPY PAGE 
42 OF THE 
COMPANION TO 
USE IT TO RECORD 
YOUR RESPONSE 
FOR QUESTION 5 
DUE NEXT WEEK. 
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DATE/WEEK TOPIC READINGS ASSIGNMENT 
FRI., SEPT. 17 *** TEST I ***   


Sept. 20 – Sept. 
24 


Explanations and Hypothesis Testing 
Null and Alternative Hypotheses 
The Ecological and Individual  
   Fallacies 


H&D, Chapt. 4 
SPSS, Chapt. 2 
 


Assignment 3: 
SPSS, Chapt. 2, 
   exercises 5-8 (due  
   Monday, Sept. 20 
    by 12:30 pm) 


Sept. 27 – Oct. 1 Using and Interpreting Descriptive 
Statistics 
Describing Variables 
Frequency Distributions and Tables 
Measures of Central Tendency (3Ms) 
Measures of Dispersion 
Standardized Scores (z-scores) 


Essentials, Chapt. 3 
SPSS, Chapt. 3 
 


Assignment 4: 
SPSS, Chapt. 3 (due  
   Mon., Sept. 27 by  
  12:30 pm) 


Oct. 4 – Oct. 8 Bivariate Analyses 
Making Comparisons 
Cross-Tabulations and their   
    Interpretation 
Graphical Analysis 


Re-read, Essentials, Chapt. 
3 
SPSS, Chapt. 4 


Assignment 5:   
SPSS, Chapt. 4 (due  
   Mon., Oct. 4 by     
   12:30 pm) 


Oct. 11- Oct. 15 Bivariate Analyses (continued) 
Making Controlled Comparisons 
Types of Analytical Relationships 
Cross-Tabulations with Three  
   Variables 
Means Comparison Analysis 


Essentials, Chapt. 5 
SPSS, Chapt. 5 
 


Assignment 6: 
SPSS, Chapt. 5 (due  
   Mon., Oct. 11 by 


12:30 pm) 
 


Oct. 18 – Oct. 22 Using and Interpreting Inferential 
Statistics 
Sample Size and Random Error 
The Standard Normal Distribution 
Standard Deviation and Random  
   Error 


H&D, Chapt. 5 (pp. 84-92) 
Essentials, Chapt. 5 (review) 


 


FRI., OCT. 22 *** TEST II ***   
Oct. 25 – Oct. 29 Inference Using the Standard Normal  


   and t-Distributions  
Statistical Significance and    
   Hypothesis Testing 
Comparing Two Sample Means 
Comparing Two Sample Proportions 


H&D, Chapt. 5 (pp. 92-115) 
Essentials, Chapt. 6 
SPSS, Chapt. 6 


Assignment 7: 
SPSS, Chapt. 6 (due  
    Mon., Oct. 25 by 


12:30 pm) 
 


Nov. 1 – Nov. 5  Measures of Association and their  
   Use 
The PRE Approach 


Essentials, Chapt. 7 
SPSS, Chapt. 7 


Assignment 8: 
SPSS, Chapt. 7 (due 
    Mon., Nov. 1 by  
   12:30 pm) 


Nov. 8 – Nov. 12 Correlation (r), its Uses and  
   Limitations 
Bivariate Regression 
R-Squared (R2) 


Essentials, Chapt. 8 
SPSS, Chapt. 8 


Assignment 9: 
SPSS, Chapt. 8 (due  


Mon., Nov. 8 by 
12:30 pm) 
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DATE/WEEK TOPIC READINGS ASSIGNMENT 
Nov. 15 – Nov. 26 Dummy Variables 


Multivariate Regression 
Interaction Effects in Multivariate  
   Regression 
OLS  
Multicollinearity 


Essentials, Chapt. 9 
SPSS, Chapt. 9 


Assignment 10: 
SPSS, Chapt. 9 (due  
   Mon., Nov. 15 by 


12:30 pm) 


WED., NOV. 24 
and FRI., NOV. 
26 


NO CLASS – THANKS. HOLIDAY   


Nov. 29 – Dec. 3 Summary and catch up   


Fri., Dec. 10, 
10:00 am – 
11:15 am 


*** TEST III (Final Exam) *** 
 
– NO EXCEPTIONS to this date and 
time. Do not ask, as I cannot grant 
them. 
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General Policies of the University 


 
Source for these policies:  UCF Faculty Center for Teaching and Learning 
(http://fctl.ucf.edu/TeachingAndLearningResources/CourseDesign/Syllabus/statements.php) 
 
Academic Integrity 
 
Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of Conduct at <http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/process/roc>. According 
to Section 1, “Academic Misconduct,” students are prohibited from engaging in: 
  
a. Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information or study aids in any 
academic exercise unless specifically authorized by the instructor of record. The unauthorized possession of examination 
or course-related material also constitutes cheating.  
 
b. Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral means: The presentation of material which has 
not been studied or learned, but rather was obtained through someone else’s efforts and used as part of an 
examination, course assignment, or project.  
 
c. Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to another person, student, and/or uploading course 
material to a third-party (such as coursehero.com) without authorization or without the express written permission of 
the university and the instructor. Course materials include but are not limited to class notes, Instructor’s PowerPoints, 
course syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, instruction sheets, homework, study guides, handouts, etc. 
 
d. Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work.  
 
e. Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the source, thereby attempting to convey 
the impression that such work is the student’s own.  
 
f. Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than once without the express written 
permission of the instructor.  
 
g. Helping another person violate academic behavior standards.  
 
For more information about Academic Integrity, students may consult The Center for Academic Integrity 
<http://www.academicintegrity.org/icai/assets/FVProject.pdf>. 
 
For more information about plagiarism and misuse of sources, see “Defining and Avoiding Plagiarism: The WPA 
Statement on Best Practices” <http://wpacouncil.org/node/9>.  
 
Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating 
 
Students should also familiarize themselves with the procedures for academic misconduct in UCF’s student handbook, 
The Golden Rule <http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/docs/goldenrule.pdf>. UCF faculty members have a responsibility for 
students’ education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to prevent unethical behavior and when necessary 
respond to academic misconduct. Penalties can include a failing grade in an assignment or in the course, suspension or 
expulsion from the university, and/or a “Z Designation” on a student’s official transcript indicating academic dishonesty, 
where the final grade for this course will be preceded by the letter Z. For more information about the Z Designation, see 
<http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade>.   



http://fctl.ucf.edu/TeachingAndLearningResources/CourseDesign/Syllabus/statements.php

http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/process/roc

http://www.academicintegrity.org/icai/assets/FVProject.pdf

http://wpacouncil.org/node/9
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The Golden Rule: A Handbook for Students (University of Central Florida) defines academic dishonesty as including 
cheating and plagiarism.  Cheating is defined as “unauthorized assistance; communication to another through written, 
visual or oral means.  The presentation of material which has not been studied/learned, but obtained through someone 
else’s efforts and used as part of an examination, course assignment or project constitutes a violation.  The unauthorized 
possession or use of examination or course related material may also constitute cheating” (p. 6).  Plagiarism is defined 
as the deliberate use of another’s work “without any indication of source, thereby attempting to convey the impression 
that such work is the student’s own.  Any student failing to properly credit ideas or materials taken from another is 
plagiarizing.  Any student who knowingly helps another violate academic behavior standards is also in violation of the 
standards (p.6-7)”. 
 
Normally, the penalty for a violation of this policy is an “F” in the course.    
 
Course Accessibility Statement  
 
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all persons with disabilities. Students 
with disabilities who need disability-related access in this course should contact the professor as soon as possible. 
Students should also connect with Student Accessibility Services (SAS) <http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/> (Ferrell Commons 185, 
sas@ucf.edu, phone 407-823-2371). Through Student Accessibility Services, a Course Accessibility Letter may be created 
and sent to professors, which informs faculty of potential access and accommodations that might be reasonable. 
Determining reasonable access and accommodations requires consideration of the course design, course learning 
objectives and the individual academic and course barriers experienced by the student. 
 
COVID-19 Safety Protocols 
 
I recognize and understand the difficult times that we are all now face. The COVID-19 pandemic impacts us all in many 
ways, including physically, mentally, emotionally, financially, academically, and professionally. I will work with you on 
challenges you may be encountering and to provide reasonable support and resources to help you succeed. However, 
please keep in mind that I will hold you accountable, especially in terms of class attendance, participation, and 
assignments. 
 
Statement Regarding Masks in Classrooms 
 
UCF expects, when feasible, that all members of our campus community who are able to do so get vaccinated, and we 
expect all members of our campus community to wear masks indoors, in line with the latest CDC guidelines. Masks are 
required in approved clinical or health care settings. Social distancing is also a beneficial practice. 
 
Notifications in Case of Changes to Course Modality 
 
If the instructor falls ill during the semester, there may be temporary changes to this course, including having a backup 
instructor take over the course or going remote for a short time. Please look for announcements or mail in 
Webcourses@UCF or Knights email for any temporary alterations to this course. 
 
COVID-19 and Illness Notification 
 
Students who believe they may have been exposed to COVID-19 or who test positive must contact UCF Student Health 
Services (407-823-2509) so proper contact tracing procedures can take place. Students should not come to campus if 
they are ill, are experiencing any symptoms of COVID-19 or have tested positive for COVID-19. Students should contact  
 



http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

mailto:sas@ucf.edu

https://fctl.ucf.edu/teaching-resources/course-design/syllabus-statements/

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated.html
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their instructor(s) as soon as possible if they miss class for any illness to discuss reasonable adjustments that might need 
to be made. When possible, students should contact their instructor(s) before missing class. 
 
Campus Safety Statement 
 
Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise during class, everyone needs to work together. Students should 
be aware of their surroundings and familiar with some basic safety and security concepts.  
 


• In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance.  
 


• Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall near the door. Students should 
make a note of the guide’s physical location and review the online version at 
<http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html>. 


 
• Students should know the evacuation routes from each of their classrooms and have a plan for finding safety in 


case of an emergency. 
 


• If there is a medical emergency during class, students having appropriate medical training may need to access a 
first-aid kit or AED (Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those are located, see 
<http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/workplacesafety.html> (click on link from menu on left). 


 
• To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text alerts by going to 


<my.ucf.edu> and logging in. Click on “Student Self Service” located on the left side of the screen in the toolbar, 
scroll down to the blue “Personal Information” heading on the Student Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out 
the information, including e-mail address, cell phone number, and cell phone provider, click “Apply” to save the 
changes, and then click “OK.” 


 
• Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their instructors outside of class. 


 
• To learn about how to manage an active-shooter situation on campus or elsewhere, consider viewing this video 


(<https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk>).  
 
Deployed Active Duty Military Students 
 
A deployed, active-duty military student who believes that he/she requires a special accommodation due to that unique 
status should contact the instructor to discuss the circumstances. 
 
Religious Observances 
 
Students may encounter conflicts between the normal class schedule and their honoring major religious observances. 
Students are expected to notify, in writing, the instructor at least two weeks in advance of the relevant date if they 
intend to miss class or miss and assignment to observe a holy day of their religious faith. 
 
Notice of Use of Turnitin.com 
 
In this course, I may utilize turnitin.com, an automated system that instructors may use to quickly and easily compare 
each student’s written assignment with billions of websites, as well an enormous database of student papers that grows 
with each student submission.  Accordingly, student assignments may be subject to this additional check.  After the  



http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html

http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/workplacesafety.html

http://my.ucf.edu/
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assignment is processed, I receive a report from turnitin.com that states if and how another person’s work was used in 
the assignment.  For more detailed information about this process, visit http://www.turnitin.com.  
 
[Portions of this Notice of Use of Turnitin.com policy were adapted from “Sample Wording for Syllabus,” UCF Office of 
Student Rights and Responsibilities, Patricia A. MacKown, Director]. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



http://www.turnitin.com/
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Fall 2021 


POS 3940 & INR 4941: Internship 


Instructor, Dr. Peter Jacques 


School of Politics, Security, and International Affairs, College of Sciences 


Number of Credit Hours: varies per registration. 3 credits requires a total of 90 hours worked for 


the internship by the end of the term; 6 requires 180; 9 requires 270; 12 requires 360 


  


Instructor Information  


Office Hrs: 


Office Hours:  Thursdays Noon-2pm and Fridays 9-11am. 


These are in-person, but we can also schedule phone or zoom 


calls. 


Office: HPH 302 


Phone 407-823-2608 


FAX: 407-823-0051 


E-Mail Peter.Jacques@ucf.edu  


Teaching Assistants  


• N/A 


Course Information 


• Course Number & Section: 89866 


• Course Name: Internship 


• Credit Hours: See above 


• Class Meeting Days: N/A 


• Class Meeting Time: N/A 


• Class Location: Building and room: N/A 


• Course Modality: W 


Enrollment Requirements  


Course Prerequisites (if applicable): Junior Standing, or CI permission 


Course Co-requisites (if applicable): Course Instructor permission by restricted registration 


Course Description 



mailto:Peter.Jacques@ucf.edu





Internship working with the national, state, county or municipal government, civil society 


organizations, law offices, campaigns, or other approved site. Assignments with selected civic 


organizations, elected or appointed officials. May be repeated for credit.  


As a restricted registration course, the work here is agreed upon and signed by the departmental 


internship coordinator, the Chair, the College of Science, and the student. In addition to the 


coursework detailed in this syllabus, students are accepted to intern at an agreed upon location 


where they spend at least the agreed upon number of hours a week specified on the restricted 


registration and is relative to the course credit in order to gain professional experience and learn 


from the mentors at their site. This course may be repeated for credit, but only up to 6 credits can 


be applied to the major. Remaining credit is applied to upper division requirements.  


Course Materials and Resources 


Required Materials/Resources 


• None 


Optional Materials/Resources 


• None 


Student Learning Outcomes 


• Students will apply political science lessons to a real world work situation. 


• Students will reflect on the connections between their internship experience and political 


science concepts and professional expectations. 


• Internship objectives are to reflexively learn about the discipline of political science 


through experience in the field and through coursework that requires students to use 


discipline-specific knowledge and methods as a way to understand the field more 


completely. 


  


  


Course Activities 


Assignments 


  


10 Journal Entries 


Follow the directions for each entry. Minimum 250 words. Graded as pass/fail. 







  


Hours Worked Log 


This is worth ½ of your entire internship grade, and we may ask your supervisor for their 


assessment of these hours worked which can be a portion of this grade. Be sure to use the Hours 


Worked Form in webcourses and to meet with your supervisor to fill this form out both at the 


beginning and the end of your internship.  By the last day of classes, submit this document as a 


print-out and deliver it to the Department of Political Science or scan it and submit it via 


webcourses. 


Research Assignment:  


 


Use APA formatting and readability counts. 


 


 


1.     Write an analytical paper on a central issue, e.g., security, homelessness, racism, voting 


rights, etc...—an issue area your organization works on. Use at least 5 peer reviewed journal 


articles about the issue, and write a minimum of 1500 words. 


 


a.     Explain the importance of the issue and what is at stake 


 


b.     Explain the important actors and their interests 


 


c.     Explain the central institutions (rules, laws, etc—not organizations) 


 


d.     Describe a solution or policy to this issue and explain why this is a good approach. 


Submissions 


All assignments are turned into Webcourses@UCF at the relevant assignment spot.  


Attendance/Participation 


Attendance is based on hours worked at the site as indicated on the restricted registration base on 


the following formula [2 x Credits Registered X 15] 


  


Make-up  Assignments 


The due dates in this class are flexible, but let me know if  you will miss a deadline by more than 


2 weeks. All assignments must be turned in by the last day of classes of the term. 


  







Assessment and Grading Procedures 


Grade Categories Description of the requirements 


Weight toward 


final grade 


(1000pnts) 


Journal Entries 
Daily logs organized and submitted 1x a 


week. 
250 


Hours worked 
Must use the Hours Worked Form 


available in webcourses 
500 


Research Assignment Turned in at the end the semester. 250 


  


Letter Grade Points 


A 900-1000 


B 800-899 


C 700-799 


D 600-699 


F 599 or below 


  


Course Schedule 


UCF Closed: Labor Day Sept 6, Veterans Day Nov 11, Thanksgiving Nov 25-27. 


Withdrawal Deadline: Oct 29, Last Day of Classes Dec 3 


See assignments for directions and due dates of assignments 


Core Policy Statements 


Missed Assignments/Make-Ups/Extra Credit 


• If you miss a deadline, talk to me about what happened. I am flexible on internship 


assignment due dates because sometimes there are varied start times, but all assignments 


must be in by the last day of classes. 


Attendance Policy 


As an online class, it is important to check in regularly, e.g., once a day. 


Other Policies 







When the following rules are violated, they can result in a grade deduction: 


 All communication must observe conventions of courtesy and professionalism: 


• Emails about questioning your grade are not allowed in this class. To further inquire 


about assigned grades you must come into office hours to see me to go over the 


assignment. 


• When you email me, please be polite. For example, use a polite greeting and avoid 


issuing demands. If there is a problem, come talk to me. 


• I do not accept work when you send it to me by email or late work unless you arrange it 


with me, so please don’t send me work you missed without talking to me about it. 


Likewise if you submit an assignment late, I won't grade it unless you talk to me about it.  


 General operating rules of the course: 


If you want me to regrade an assignment, I might agree but it will be a total reconsideration of 


your assignment, not just one looking for good things I missed. 


• I do not use the +/- system, except when I round up a final semester grade and this only 


happens when the student is within 5 points of the higher grade and has not missed any 


assignments. Thus, if I round a grade up from a C because the student fulfills these 


criteria, the grade assigned will be a B-. 


• I allow extra credit up until the day of withdraw in the semester. There is a maximum of 


one half of a letter grade available for EC over the whole semester grade for any class. If 


the course has an available 1000 points, then the most EC allowed is 50 points. 


o Up to 50 points may be earned by doing an outside book review. This book must 


be one you have not read, and which is NOT assigned for another course. I will 


consider this academic dishonesty; but, the reason is that the goal here is to widen 


your horizons. 


o Books must be approved by me and have some relevance to the course 


o Are 800-1000 words containing solid writing, explanations of the text, evaluation 


of the text, and connections to other literature. 


• You may also attend a public talk, which are often given by experts that come to UCF, 


and write a 2-page reaction paper. These papers are worth up to 25 points. I do not find 


the lectures for you, that is up to you, but you should get them approved by me first. 


• You may not ever take photographs or video in the classroom with your phone or any 


other device (in face-to-face classes). 


• If you are going to use audio recorders, you must ask. 


• I cannot take care of technical problems--- contact online@ucf.edu for this: 407-823- 


3808 


• Encyclopedias and dictionaries, such as Wikipedia are not good authoritative sources, 


and should only be used to orient yourself to a topic, so if you use these as citations for 


course assignments, you lower the quality of the essay and that will be reflected in the 


grade. 



mailto:online@ucf.edu





• Likewise, do not cite my written lessons in webcourses as sources, these are essentially 


my lectures and not really citable; you want to stick to published sources, especially peer-


reviewed articles. 


• When pasting an essay into a textbox online, it helps if you go through the pasted essay 


and put paragraph breaks in manually to separate out the different paragraphs, since the 


text box will not use the formatting in from Word perfectly. Organization of the words 


matters because it reflects the organization of your thinking, so help me see this 


organization and you will score So, for example, the use of subheadings in your essays 


shows a plan and thought about how your essay is meant to build up and come together. 


• When doing any research, you will not involve human subjects unless we agree and an 


IRB approval is granted. Normally, this approach requires working on the project for 


multiple semesters. See here: 


http://www.research.ucf.edu/Compliance/IRB/Investigators/index.html if you are curious 


about what this is about. 


  


Academic Honesty 


Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of Conduct. According to Section 1, 


“Academic Misconduct,” students are prohibited from engaging in 


1. Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information 


or study aids in any academic exercise unless specifically authorized by the instructor of 


record. The unauthorized possession of examination or course-related material also 


constitutes cheating. 


2. Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral means: The 


presentation of material which has not been studied or learned, but rather was obtained 


through someone else’s efforts and used as part of an examination, course assignment, or 


project. 


3. Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to another person, 


student, and/or uploading course material to a third-party vendor without authorization or 


without the express written permission of the university and the instructor. Course 


materials include but are not limited to class notes, Instructor’s PowerPoints, course 


syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, instruction sheets, homework, study guides, handouts, etc. 


4. Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work. 


5. Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the source, 


thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s own. 


6. Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than once 


without the express written permission of the instructor. 


7. Helping another violate academic behavior standards. 


For more information about Academic Integrity, students may consult The Center for Academic 


Integrity. 



http://www.research.ucf.edu/Compliance/IRB/Investigators/index.html

http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/process/roc

http://www.academicintegrity.org/icai/assets/FVProject.pdf
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For more information about plagiarism and misuse of sources, see “Defining and Avoiding 


Plagiarism: The WPA Statement on Best Practices.”  


Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating 


Students should also familiarize themselves with the procedures for academic misconduct in 


UCF’s student handbook, The Golden Rule. UCF faculty members have a responsibility for 


students’ education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to prevent unethical behavior and 


when necessary respond to academic misconduct. Penalties can include a failing grade in an 


assignment or in the course, suspension or expulsion from the university, and/or a “Z 


Designation” on a student’s official transcript indicating academic dishonesty, where the final 


grade for this course will be preceded by the letter Z. For more information about the Z 


Designation, click here.  


  


For Dr. Jacques’ courses specifically: 


All essays need to correctly use APA citations in the text, e.g. (Smith, 2004), and then have a 


“Work Cited” list at the end with full citations (not abbreviations) unless expressly noted 


otherwise in assignment directions. You must do this properly, so if you don’t know, come to me 


to learn or some other source. 


Plagiarism and cheating - presenting another’s ideas, arguments, words or images as your own, 


using unauthorized material, or giving or accepting unauthorized help on assignments or tests - 


contradict the educational value of these exercises. Students who attempt to obtain unearned 


academic credentials that do not reflect their skills and knowledge can also undermine the value 


of the UCF degrees earned by their more honest peers. Using anything more than three words in 


a row from someone else without proper attribution will be considered plagiarism and misuse of 


academic sources (both are violations of UCF’s codes for academic integrity). Violations of 


academic integrity will be reported to the Office of Student Conduct. 


 It is MUCH better to fail an assignment honestly than to be caught cheating and fail the course 


with the Z mark on your transcript. 


Anytime you are using another person’s ideas, in any way (so even if you are not quoting them), 


you must professionally cite the material you use while observing the above rule. If you do not 


properly identify sources you have used you risk plagiarizing and misuse of sources. This is how 


you avoid this problem and correctly cite and note sources: 


 Using APA: An Example for citing in text and for work cited at the end 


 If I write: “Early on, H.S. Gordon established the classic collective action problem for fisheries, 


and even today we continue to erode the potential rent in almost all fisheries." there should be a 


citation in the text like below: 



http://wpacouncil.org/node/9
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 Early on, H.S. Gordon (1954) established the classic collective action problem for fisheries, and 


even today we continue to erode the potential rent in almost all 


fisheries." And, if you are using a quote from the source, you must also pinpoint the page 


number of the text it is taken from like: 


 “Xyz….,” (Gordon, 1954, page 123). If a quote is more than three sentences on your page, it is 


reported in a block quote without quotation marks, but this is the only exception to using 


quotation marks when using other people’s words—the quotation marks are the crucial 


mechanism that tells the reader you are using other people’s words. Good writers tend to use 


quotations strategically at important places in their writing for support. The block quote looks 


like the text below, which is a portion out of early draft of our article “Hurricanes and 


Hegemony,” I wrote with a Dr. Claire Knox in public administration. Note how each assertion is 


supported with a citation and the different conditions, like the use of “Ibid” and the bracketed 


word “can” that indicates it is not part of the quote but an addition from us to make it make sense 


in context: 


 Introduction 


 Richard Berman, CEO of the Washington DC Berman & Company consulting firm, gave a talk 


at a conventional energy industry meeting, which was subsequently recorded and leaked to the 


New York Times (Lipton, 2014) revealing counter-revolutionary efforts of the climate change 


countermovement (Brulle, 2013) that attacks environmental groups, unions, and animal rights 


organizations: 


People always ask me…: ‘How do I know that I won’t be found out as a supporter of what 


you’re doing?’ …We run all of this stuff through nonprofit organizations that are insulated from 


having to disclose donors. There is total anonymity. People don’t know who supports us 


(Berman quoted in Lipton, 2014, online). 


At this meeting, Berman collected “six figure contributions from some of the executives in the 


room – and then [can] hide their role in funding his campaigns” (Ibid, online) to attack 


environmental regulation as an attack on consumer freedom, but it was clear that the real 


interests at stake were those of the bourgeoisie class in the room. These are counter-


revolutionary efforts, or efforts to suppress social change and protect capitalist class structures 


and interests (Marcuse, 1972). 


Then, at the end of your document (no separate pages needed) there must be a list of sources 


cited in the text: 
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 Finally, … 


 In order to deter plagiarism, some assignments may use http://www.turnitin.com.., (Links to an 


external site.)Links to an external site. an automated system which instructors can use to quickly 


and easily compare each student's assignment with billions of web sites, as well as an enormous 


database of student papers that grows with each submission. 


Accessibility Statement 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all 


persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students 


with disabilities who need accommodations in this course must contact the professor at the 


beginning of the semester to discuss needed accommodations. No accommodations will be 


provided until the student has met with the professor to request accommodations. Students who 


need accommodations must connect with Student Accessibility Services (Links to an external 


site.)Links to an external site., Ferrell Commons, 7F, Room 185, phone (407) 823-2371, 


TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting accommodations from the professor. 


  


Campus and Online Safety 


Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise during class, everyone needs to work 


together. Students should be aware of their surroundings and familiar with some basic safety and 


security concepts.  


  


• In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance. 
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• Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall near the 


door. Students should make a note of the guide’s physical location and review the online 


version at http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html. 


• Students should know the evacuation routes from each of their classrooms and have a 


plan for finding safety in case of an emergency. 


• If there is a medical emergency during class, students may need to access a first-aid kit or 


AED (Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those are located, 


see http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/workplacesafety.html (click on link from menu on left). 


• To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text 


alerts by going to ucf.edu and logging in. Click on “Student Self Service” located on the 


left side of the screen in the toolbar, scroll down to the blue “Personal Information” 


heading on the Student Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the information, 


including e-mail address, cell phone number, and cell phone provider, click “Apply” to 


save the changes, and then click “OK.” 


• Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their 


instructors outside of class. 


• To learn about how to manage an active-shooter situation on campus or elsewhere, 


consider viewing this video. 


Online: 


Though most emergency situations are primarily relevant to courses that meet in person, such 


incidents can also impact online students, either when they are on or near campus to participate 


in other courses or activities or when their course work is affected by off-campus emergencies. 


The following policies apply to courses in online modalities.  


• To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text 


alerts by going to ucf.edu and logging in. Click on “Student Self Service” located on the 


left side of the screen in the toolbar, scroll down to the blue “Personal Information” 


heading on the Student Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the information, 


including e-mail address, cell phone number, and cell phone provider, click “Apply” to 


save the changes, and then click “OK.” 


• Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their 


instructors outside of class. 


  


Active Duty Military 


Students who are deployed active duty military and/or National Guard personnel and require 


accommodation should contact their instructors as soon as possible after the semester begins 


and/or after they receive notification of deployment to make related arrangements. 


Copyright 



http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html

http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/workplacesafety.html

http://my.ucf.edu/

https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk

http://my.ucf.edu/





This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, images, text 


materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use doctrine in order to 


enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, download or distribute these 


items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for this online classroom environment and 


your use only. All copyright materials are credited to the copyright holder. 


Third-Party Software and FERPA 


During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or software 


applications sometimes called third-party software such as a blog or wiki. While some of these 


could be required assignments, you need not make any personally identifying information on a 


public site. Do not post or provide any private information about yourself or your classmates. 


Where appropriate you may use a pseudonym or nickname. Some written assignments posted 


publicly may require personal reflection/comments, but the assignments will not require you to 


disclose any personally identity-sensitive information. If you have any concerns about this, 


please contact your instructor. 


Required Statement Regarding COVID-19 (some only is about in-person classes) 


To protect members of our community, everyone is required to wear a facial covering inside all 


common spaces including classrooms 


(https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/PolicyEmergencyCOVIDReturnPolicy.pdf). Students who 


choose not to wear facial coverings will be asked to leave the classroom by the instructor. If they 


refuse to leave the classroom or put on a facial covering, they may be considered disruptive 


(please see the Golden Rule for student behavior expectations). Faculty have the right to cancel 


class if the safety and well-being of class members are in jeopardy. Students will be responsible 


for the material that would have been covered in class as provided by the instructor.  


  


Depending on the course of the pandemic during the semester, the university may make changes 


to the way classes are offered. If that happens, please look for announcements or messages in 


Webcourses@UCF or Knights email about changes specific to this course. 


  


COVID-19 and Illness Notification – Students who believe they may have a COVID-19 


diagnosis should contact UCF Student Health Services (407-823-2509) so proper contact tracing 


procedures can take place. 


  


Students should not come to campus if they are ill, are experiencing any symptoms of COVID-


19, have tested positive for COVID, or if anyone living in their residence has tested positive or is 


sick with COVID-19 symptoms. CDC guidance for COVID-19 symptoms is located here: 


(https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html) 







  


Students should contact their instructor(s) as soon as possible if they miss class for any illness 


reason to discuss reasonable adjustments that might need to be made. When possible, students 


should contact their instructor(s) before missing class. 


  


In Case of Faculty Illness – If the instructor falls ill during the semester, there may be changes to 


this course, including having a backup instructor take over the course. Please look for 


announcements or mail in Webcourses@UCF or Knights email for any alterations to this course. 


  


Course Accessibility and Disability COVID-19 Supplemental Statement – Accommodations may 


need to be added or adjusted should this course shift from an on-campus to a remote format. 


Students with disabilities should speak with their instructor and should contact sas@ucf.edu to 


discuss specific accommodations for this or other courses. 
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Instructor Information  


• Instructor:  Annabelle Conroy 


• Office Location: HPH 302 


• Office Hours (all times are EDT - Orlando time). Regular office hours will be held 


through Zoom and the link is provided below.  For these office hours, you do not need an 


appointment.  Just "join" the Zoom session at any point during that period by clicking on 


the link.  If you wish to meet at a different time, send me a message through Webcourses 


to arrange a meeting.  


o Dr. Conroy's Office Hours: 


▪ Tuesdays: 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM /  Office: HPH 302 or Zoom Meeting 


ID: 931 4117 7980 


▪ Wednesdays: 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM /  Office: HPH 302 or Zoom Meeting 


ID: 961 1883 6313 


▪ By appointment (contact me by Webcourses email to arrange a 


meeting time) 


  







• Phone: 407-823-2608 


• Digital Contact: Please use Webcourses@UCF messaging 


  


Course Information 


• Term: Fall 2021 


• Course Number & Section: POS4074.0W60 


• Course Name: Latino Politics 


• Credit Hours: 3 


• Class Meeting Days: N/A 


• Class Meeting Time: N/A 


• Class Location: N/A 


• Course Modality: W 


Enrollment Requirements  


Course Prerequisites (if applicable): POS2041 


Course Co-requisites (if applicable): None 


Other Enrollment Requirements (if applicable): N/A 


Course Description 


The Latino or Hispanic population in the United States is growing at an unprecedented pace. As 


the largest minority group in the United States, its importance in political terms has increased 


dramatically in the last decade. This importance is compounded by the fact that Latinos tend to 


form a significant proportion of the population in electorally significant states such as Florida, 


California, New York, and Texas. Despite the electoral significance of this group, however, 


Latinos remain considerably under-represented in the American political system, particularly at 


the national level. 


This course is an introduction to the historical, economic, and socio-political characteristics of 


the Latino community in the United States. In addition, the course will examine the policy issues 


confronting Latinos, the political opportunities and constraints for Latino political participation, 


and the nature of Latino leadership and political coalitions. 


This course will be divided into two sections. The first section will deal with the historical 


development of the Latino community and to an examination of the various components of this 


community (particularly, Puerto Ricans, Mexican-Americans, and Cuban-Americans). The 


second part of the course will focus on specific political phenomena such as voting patterns, 


public policy issues, and the success and failure of political demands advocated by the Latino 


community. 







Format of the Course 


This course is offered electronically via Webcourses. All course activities are to take place 


online. This includes the quizzes and exams. There are no scheduled face-to-face meetings for 


this course. Because there will be no face-to-face sessions, it is extremely important that you 


keep in mind and meet certain requirements. In order to successfully complete this course you 


need to make sure that you: 


1. have a secure and reliable internet connection. Please be aware that “I didn’t have 


internet connection for two days” will not be accepted as an excuse for late submissions. 


2. feel comfortable with the online tools that we will use in the course 


3. have a high degree of self-discipline 


4. are able to work independently, which means, among other things that you are able to 


read, understand and follow written instructions 


5. are able to log into Webcourses every week to complete each module and read any 


announcements that might be posted for that week. Please keep in mind that the course 


requires work to be submitted every week and, thus, you cannot let the course slide for 


two weeks and then expect to catch up later. Therefore, you should make sure that you 


can make this commitment before you decide to proceed with the course. 


  


You can learn about online courses by visiting the Learn UCF web site 


(http://online.ucf.edu/learn-online/). 


The format of the course will be as follows: Modules will open on Tuesdays at 9:00 am and close 


on the following Monday at 11:59 pm. The only exception to this is the first week of class when 


Module 1 will open on the first day of class (Monday). 


  


Module Schedule 


Modules Open on: Tuesdays, 9:00 am 


Modules Close on: Mondays, 11:59 pm 


  


Each module may also have its own internal deadlines. So, for example, if there is a discussion 


assignment, you might be required to make a discussion posting by Saturday and then several 


discussion postings by Monday. 


  



http://online.ucf.edu/learn-online/





Although I do my best to avoid changing the schedule, please make sure you check the class 


schedule often, as the schedule may change depending on several factors. In any case, I will 


make sure to post an announcement when a change is made to the syllabus or the class schedule. 


However, it is your responsibility to ensure that you read the class announcements and 


communications sent out by the instructor. 


Online learning is not for everyone; some people may not be able to manage a course that does 


not meet face to face. For this reason, it is extremely important that you read and understand the 


syllabus and make sure that you will be able to comply with the terms set forth in this document. 


Please keep in mind that online learning requires a great deal of planning and self-discipline in 


order to be successfully completed. Since we will be covering a great deal of material in 16 


weeks, I highly recommend treating this course as a regular lecture course and keeping up with 


lectures and assignments on a weekly basis. Please do not be tempted to skip two weeks of the 


course and expect to catch up easily. Keep in mind that deadlines will be strictly observed in this 


course. If you miss a module (or more), you will not be able to make them up later. Once a 


module closes, work for that module cannot be submitted. This course is based on the idea that 


students learn best by being actively involved in the learning process. Thus, you are expected to 


read the material and be prepared to discuss it with your peers. 


  


Course Materials and Resources 


Required Materials/Resources 


García Bedolla, Lisa (2015): Latino Politics.  Second Edition.  Malden, MA: Polity.  ISBN: 978-


0-745-68642-4  This book is available for free electronically via the Library.  Click on the link 


or the image below to access the book.  Students will have unlimited simultaneous access. If you 


wish to download the full book instead of reading it online, you will be asked to login with your 


NID.  Downloading and printing is limited to 126 pages per day. However, if you would rather 


have the actual hard copy textbook, it is also available for purchase at the UCF Bookstore . 



https://ucf.catalog.fcla.edu/cf.jsp?t1=Latino+Politics&k1=ti&avli=&ADV=S&V=D&S=2551578932826038&I=0#top

http://ucf.catalog.fcla.edu/permalink.jsp?29CF033402149%20%20

https://ucf.bncollege.com/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/TBWizardView?storeId=16552&catalogId=10001&langId=-1





 


  


Additional materials 


 Due to the large scope of the class, additional materials may be assigned in each of the modules. 


However, these will all be available electronically. The links for these materials will be included 


in each module. 


  


Student Learning Outcomes 


The main objectives of this course are: 


• To provide students with a comprehensive introduction to the field of Latino politics. 


• To illustrate the differences and similarities regarding the different groups composing the 


“Latino” category 


• To identify the key policy issues affecting Latinos. 


• To develop key skills required for the successful study of political science and for the 


graduate job market. 



https://ucf.catalog.fcla.edu/cf.jsp?t1=Latino+Politics&k1=ti&avli=&ADV=S&V=D&S=2551578932826038&I=0#top





By the end of the course students will: 


• Identify the various subgroups within the Latino community. 


• Analyze and explain the similarities and differences between and within the Latino 


subgroups 


• Examine and analyze the impact of specific policy issues on the Latino population 


• Identify the factors that affect Latinx political participation 


  


Course Activities 


  


Academic Engagement for Financial Aid Activity 


All faculty are required to document students’ academic activity at the beginning of each course. 


In order to document that you began this course, please complete the following academic activity 


by the end of the first week of classes or as soon as possible after adding the course, but no later 


than Friday, January 10 (11:59 pm). Failure to do so may result in a delay in the disbursement of 


your financial aid.  Please open Module 1 to see what you need to do to complete this 


requirement. 


  


Modules 


 As mentioned above, modules open each Tuesday at 9:00 am and close the following Monday at 


11:59 pm. Each module includes several assignments. Typically a module will include a reading 


assignment, a writing assignment, and a short multiple-choice quiz. The quiz will serve as 


preparation for the final exam. 


Although you will see 15 modules on the schedule, please note that not all of them are graded. 


 There are 13 graded modules.  Each one is worth 5 points.  You are allowed to miss one module 


without penalty (this is why it says “60” on the Module points total above in the “Grading” 


table).  If, however, you complete all 13 graded modules, then the extra points you earn in this 


module will count as extra credit.  These are the only extra credit points available in this course, 


since extra credit assignments will not be given. 


  


Final Project 



/courses/1389831/modules/2211340





The final class project is worth 25% of the final grade, so it is important that you start thinking 


about what you would like to do as soon as possible. Recognizing that students have different 


talents and interests as well as different forms of learning, the final project has been designed to 


accommodate these differences. Thus, students can choose from various forms of projects: (a) a 


policy paper focused on a particular issue; (b) a video documentary ; (c) a campaign strategy for 


a candidate of your choosing; (d) a podcast.  The rubrics for each project will be available on 


week 9, after I determine the project preferences of the class.  The final project will be a 


collaborative project which means that it will be graded individually but will require you to 


collaborate with others. 


Please note that you will not pass this course if you do not receive a passing grade in the final 


project. In other words, you must turn the project in and the topic must be cleared with the 


professor by the deadline. 


Final Examination 


 There will be one examination in this course: the final exam which will be multiple-choice and 


cumulative. You must take this exam. Failure to do so will result in a grade of "F" for the entire 


course. In case of a serious extenuating circumstance that prevents the student from taking the 


exam, the student is responsible for contacting the instructor before the examination. In addition, 


the student is responsible for providing valid and convincing medical documentation. Please note 


that the form of the makeup examination may be different from that administered to the rest of 


the class (i.e. It will be in essay form, not multiple-choice). 


Please make sure that you have a secure and reliable internet connection when you take the 


exam. In addition, make sure that you take the exam well before the deadline to avoid being 


logged out of the exam if you ran over the time limit set for that exam. 


As with any other course, I urge you not to fall behind on the readings. Each week we will be 


covering a lot of new information and if you do not keep up, it can become overwhelming the 


day before the exam. In addition, keep in mind that the final examination will be cumulative. 


   


Please take note of the following course stipulations: 


• There will be no extra credit assignments. 


• Late assignments will not be accepted unless valid medical documentation is presented 


and only when arrangements have been made before the due date. Make-up assignments 


will have a different format than those assigned to the rest of the class. 


• Make sure to check the “Grades” section in Webcourses often. Please be aware that no 


grade will be changed 2 weeks after the grade for a particular assignment has been 


posted. 


• If you have a particular concern about a grade received, you need to make an 


appointment with me and bring specific points that you wish to address. Keep in mind 







that if you ask me to read the disputed assignment/test again, your grade may go up or 


down. 


• Please do come and see me if you are having trouble understanding a topic or concept. 


Also, I encourage you to ask questions during class if something is not clear. 


  


  


Activity Submissions 


Since this is a W class, all assignments should be turned in electronically through the 


Webcourses site.  Instructions for each assignment will be provided in the respective modules. 


  


Make-up Exams and Assignments 


Since this is an online class and you have one week to complete the modules, deadlines will 


generally not be extended or make-up assignments offered. However, per university policy, you 


are allowed to submit make-up work (or an equivalent, alternate assignment) for authorized 


university-sponsored activities, religious observances, or legal obligations (such as jury duty). If 


this participation conflicts with your course assignments, I will offer a reasonable opportunity for 


you to complete missed assignments and/or exams. The make-up assignment and grading scale 


will be equivalent to the missed assignment and its grading scale. In the case of an authorized 


university activity, it is your responsibility to show me a signed copy of the Program Verification 


Form for which you will be absent, prior to the class in which the absence occurs. In any of these 


cases, please contact me ahead of time to notify me of upcoming needs. 


Assessment and Grading Procedures 


The final grade will be determined by the number of points you earn.  It will have the following 


components: 


  


Component Points 


Modules   60 


Final Project   30 


Final Examination   10 


Total 100 







  


In general, grades for each module will appear one week after the module closes. Mistakes can 


be made while entering the grades, so you are responsible for monitoring your grades and 


making sure that they are accurate. You have two weeks after the grades are posted to challenge 


or request a correction to your grades. After this time, grades become final. 


 If you wish to challenge your grade you must make an appointment with the professor (either an 


in-person or phone appointment) and present the evidence to show that your grade is incorrect. 


Keep in mind that if a review has to be made of your grade, the grade can go up or down 


depending on the review. 


The grade distribution for the course will be as follows: 


  


Grade Distribution 


Letter Grade Points Needed 


A 94 -100 


A- 90.0- 93.9 


B+ 87.0 – 89.9 


B 84.0 – 86.9 


B- 80.0 - 83.9 


C+ 77.0 – 79.9 


C 74.0 – 76.9 


C- 70.0 – 73.9 


D+ 67.0 – 69.9 


D 64.0 – 66.9 


D- 61.0 – 63.9 


F 0.0 – 60.9 


  


 If you wish to challenge your grade you must make an appointment with the professor (either in 


person or phone) and present the evidence to show that your grade is incorrect. Keep in mind that 


if a review has to be made of your grade, the grade can go up or down depending on the review. 


Consult the latest Undergraduate or Graduate catalog for regulations and procedures regarding 


grading such as Incomplete grades, grade changes, and grade forgiveness. 



http://catalog.ucf.edu/





Course Schedule 


  


Week/Dates Topic Assignments Due Dates 


Week 1 


/ Aug. 23 


Introduction to the course Week 1 


Module 


Aug. 27 at 


11:59pm 


EST 


Week 2 


/ Aug. 30 


Latina/o Participation: Individual 


Activity and Institutional Context 


Week 2 


Module 


 Sep. 6 at 


11:59 PM 


Week 3 


/ Sep. 6 


The Mexican American Experience Week 3 


Module 


Sep. 13 at 


11:59 PM 


Week 4 


/ Sep. 13 


The Puerto Rican Experience Week 4 


Module 


Sep. 20 at 


11:59 PM 


Week 5 


/ Sep. 20 


The Cuban American Experience Week 5 


Module 


Sep. 27 at 


11:59 PM 


Week 6 


/ Sep. 27 


Central Americans Week 6 


Module 


Oct. 4 at 


11:59 PM 


Week 7 


/ Oct. 4 


The "Other" Category Week 7 


Module 


Oct. 11 at 


11:59 PM 


Week 8 


/ Oct. 11 


Electoral Opportunities and 


Constraints 


Week 8 


Module 


Oct. 18 at 


11:59 PM 


Week 9 


/ Oct. 18 


Latinos at the Polls Week 9 


Module 


Oct. 25 at 


11:59 PM 


Week 10 


/ Oct. 25 


Immigration Week 11 


Module 


Nov. 1 at 


11:59 PM 


Week  11 


/ Nov. 1 


The Dreamers Issue Week 12 


Module 


Nov. 8 at 


11:59 PM 



/courses/1389831/modules/2211340
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Week 12 


/ Nov. 8   


Barriers to Incorporation: 


Discrimination, Inequality and Labor 


Insecurity 


Week 13 


Module 


Nov. 15at 


11:59 PM 


Week 13 


/ Nov. 15 


Immigration and the Issue of Gangs Week 14 


Module 


Nov. 22 at 


11:59 PM 


Week 14 


/ Nov. 22 


Final Project / Thanksgiving Week Week 14 


Module 


Nov. 29 at 


11:59 PM 


Week 15 


/ Nov. 29 


Final Project Week 15 


Module 


Dec. 6 at 


11:59 PM 


Week 16 


/ Dec. 6 


Final Exam Week Final 


Examination 


Dec. 10, 


11:59 PM 


  


 


  


University Services and Resources 


Academic Services and Resources 


A list of available academic support and learning services is available at UCF Student Services. 


Click on "Academic Support and Learning Services" on the right-hand side to filter.   


Non-Academic Services and Resources 


A list of non-academic support and services is also available at UCF Student Services. Click 


on "Support" on the right-hand side to filter.   


If you are a UCF Online student, please consult the UCF Online Student Guidelines for more 


information about your access to non-academic services. 


Policy Statements 


Academic Integrity 


Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of Conduct. According to Section 1, 


"Academic Misconduct," students are prohibited from engaging in: 



https://www.ucf.edu/services/

https://www.ucf.edu/services/

https://www.ucf.edu/online/resources/guidelines/

http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/process/roc





• Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information 


or study aids in any academic exercise unless specifically authorized by the instructor of 


record. The unauthorized possession of examination or course-related material also 


constitutes cheating. 


• Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral means: The 


presentation of material which has not been studied or learned, but rather was obtained 


through someone else’s efforts and used as part of an examination, course assignment, or 


project. 


• Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to another person, 


student, and/or uploading course material to a third-party vendor without authorization or 


without the express written permission of the university and the instructor. Course 


materials include but are not limited to class notes, Instructor’s PowerPoints, course 


syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, instruction sheets, homework, study guides, handouts, etc. 


• Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work. 


• Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the source, 


thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s own. 


• Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than once 


without the express written permission of the instructor. 


• Helping another violate academic behavior standards. 


For more information about Academic Integrity, students may consult The Center for Academic 


Integrity. 


For more information about plagiarism and misuse of sources, see “Defining and Avoiding 


Plagiarism: The WPA Statement on Best Practices”. 


Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating 


Students should also familiarize themselves with the procedures for academic misconduct in 


UCF’s student handbook, The Golden Rule. UCF faculty members have a responsibility for 


students’ education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to prevent unethical behavior and 


when necessary respond to academic misconduct. Penalties can include a failing grade in an 


assignment or in the course, suspension or expulsion from the university, and/or a "Z 


Designation" on a student’s official transcript indicating academic dishonesty, where the final 


grade for this course will be preceded by the letter Z. For more information about the Z 


Designation, see http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade. 


Course Accessibility Statement 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all persons 


with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students with 


disabilities who need specific access in this course, such as accommodations, should contact the 


professor as soon as possible to discuss various access options. Students should also connect 


with Student Accessibility Services (Ferrell Commons, 7F, Room 185, sas@ucf.edu, phone 


(407) 823-2371). Through Student Accessibility Services, a Course Accessibility Letter may be 



https://academicintegrity.org/

https://academicintegrity.org/

http://wpacouncil.org/node/9

http://wpacouncil.org/node/9

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/docs/goldenrule.pdf

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade

http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

mailto:sas@ucf.edu





created and sent to professors, which informs faculty of potential access and accommodations 


that might be reasonable. 


Campus Safety Statement 


Fully online course sections (W, V)  


Though most emergency situations are primarily relevant to courses that meet in person, such 


incidents can also impact online students, either when they are on or near campus to participate 


in other courses or activities or when their course work is affected by off-campus emergencies. 


The following policies apply to courses in online modalities. 


• To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text 


alerts by going to <https://my.ucf.eduLinks to an external site.> and logging in. Click on 


“Student Self Service” located on the left side of the screen in the toolbar, scroll down to 


the blue “Personal Information” heading on the Student Center screen, click on “UCF 


Alert”, fill out the information, including e-mail address, cell phone number, and cell 


phone provider, click “Apply” to save the changes, and then click “OK.” 


• Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their 


instructors outside of class. 


  


Deployed Active Duty Military Students 


Students who are deployed active duty military and/or National Guard personnel and require 


accommodation should contact their instructors as soon as possible after the semester begins 


and/or after they receive notification of deployment to make related arrangements. 


Copyright 


This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, images, text 


materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use doctrine in order to 


enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, download or distribute these 


items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for this online classroom environment and 


your use only. All copyright materials are credited to the copyright holder. 


Third-Party Software and FERPA 


During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or software 


applications sometimes called third-party software such as a blog or wiki. While some of these 


could be required assignments, you need not make any personally identifying information on a 


public site. Do not post or provide any private information about yourself or your classmates. 


Where appropriate you may use a pseudonym or nickname. Some written assignments posted 


publicly may require personal reflection/comments, but the assignments will not require you to 



https://my.ucf.edu/





disclose any personally identity-sensitive information. If you have any concerns about this, 


please contact your instructor. 


  


  


Please make sure that you read the syllabus in its entirety (all the sections above) before 


proceeding with the course. By proceeding with the course, you are implicitly agreeing to be 


bound by all the conditions set forth in the syllabus. 


  


 








PUP 3314-AW60: Minorities in American Politics 


School of Politics, Security, and International Affairs 


University of Central Florida  


Fall 2021 


Course Syllabus 


 


Instructor Information  


• Dr. Wright 


o All office hours will take place virtually; via Zoom, over the phone, etc.  


o Office Hours: Wednesdays and Thursdays from 1-3pm EST and by appointment 


o Email: Kenicia.Wright@ucf.edu, the “Inbox” tool in UCF Webcourses  


• GTA: TBD  


 


Course Information 


• Term: Fall 2021 


• Course Number & Section: PUP 3314-AW60 


• Credit Hours: 3 credit hours 


• Class Meeting Days: Online course 


• Course Modality: W - fully web-developed course; there are no required meetings for this 


course. Students are expected to complete all assigned readings and to submit assignments in 


Webcourses; all grades are subject to change until they have been approved by Dr. Wright - 


an Announcement will be posted when the finalized grades are available for students to view.  


 


Enrollment Requirements  


Course Prerequisites: ENC1102 or POS 2041, or consent of the instructor. Students may find 


understand the concepts covered in this course very difficult if they have not completed 


American National Government (POS2041).  


 


Course Description 


This course is designed to improve your understanding of the historical and contemporary role of 


minority groups in the American political process, including an examination of their electoral 


significance and relevant legislative, executive, and judicial policies. The specific topics we will 


discuss, include the difference between race and ethnicity, racial formation in the US, the history 


of race / ethnicity in the US, and political related effects of race/ethnicity. We will read academic 


articles in this course. Most of this research focuses on the largest minority groups in the U.S. 


(i.e. Blacks, Latinx individuals). Because of the status of the existing literature, most of our 


discussion will center on these groups; we will give attention to the growing body of research on 


other minority groups, as well as intersectionality, near the end of the course.   


 Student Learning Outcomes 


Students who successfully complete this course should be able to:  


1. Explain the meaning of race and ethnicity in the American context, as well as the difference 


between the two.  


2. Describe the historical influence of race and ethnicity in the US.  


3. Explain the continued social inequality that minorities in the US continue to face.  



mailto:Kenicia.Wright@ucf.edu





4. Appropriately differentiate academic articles from reputable, non-academic sources.   


5. Gain access to, and explain the main sections, of academic sources.  


6. Summarize the research questions, theory, hypotheses, and main findings of scholarly 


readings that we cover in this course.   


7. Respectfully respond to the comments and views of other students on topics related to 


minorities in the US.   


 


Course Materials and Resources 


Required Materials 


1. Shaw, Todd, Louis DeSipio, Dianne Pinderhughes, and Toni-Michelle C. Travis. 2019. 


Uneven Roads. 2nd Edition. ISBN: 9781506371764 (UR in the Course Schedule below.)  


2. Additional academic articles are assigned in this course. The Week 1 Module contains an 


exercise that explains the steps students need to complete to gain access to assigned readings 


published in academic journals.   


 


COVID-19 Statement  


I recognize and understand the difficult times we are all in. The COVID-19 pandemic impacts us 


all in many ways, including physically, mentally, emotionally, financially, academically, and 


professionally. I will work with you on challenges you may be encountering and to provide 


support to help you succeed. However, please keep in mind that I will hold you accountable, 


especially in terms of completion of assignments by stated deadlines in an effort to take as much 


from this course as possible.  


 


Course Assignments 


Assignment Maximum points  Deadline 


Syllabus Quiz  1 point Available of the first day of class. 


Two Discussion 


Board Assignments   


20 points total - Two required posts – on Tuesday and Friday - must be 


uploaded in response to items provided by Dr. Wright to 


Webcourses. Tuesday’s post is worth 5 points and 


Friday’s post is worth 5 points; you will not earn credit if 


the first post is not uploaded by Tuesday!  


- Two separate posts uploaded by the deadlines in Week 


2 (10 points) and two separate posts uploaded by the 


deadlines in Week 14 (10 points) 


Faculty Biography     10 points  Due Friday, Week 11 at 11:59pm EST. Early 


submissions encouraged.  


Three Timed Quizzes  30 points total (10 


points each)  


Each quiz is worth 10 points and will be available for 


students to complete in Webcourses from 12am to 


11:59pm EST on Friday in Week 4, Week 9, and Week 


14.  


Two Timed Exams  40 points total (two 


exams worth 20 


points each)   


Exam 1: Available in Webcourses on Week 7, Friday 


from 12am to 11:59pm EST  







Exam 2: Available in Webcourses during Finals Week 


(date noted in Course Schedule below) from 12am to 


11:59pm EST.  


Optional You find an 


article 


Up to 5 additional 


points  


Optional: If you decide to complete this assignment, 


upload your submission to Webcourses by Friday, Week 


12 at 11:59pm EST. Early submissions encouraged. 


Total Possible Points: 101 points 


 


 


 


Course Assignments  


1. Syllabus Quiz (1 points) 


• This assignment will open on the first day of class and counts as the required 


financial aid activity. Students should read the course syllabus then complete the quiz. 


The quiz can be completed as many times as students needs.  


 


2. Discussion Posts (worth 10 points each, 20 points total) 


Although this is an online course, there are benefits from discussing the topics we will cover 


in this course with others! All students will be randomly assigned to a group at the start of the 


semester and each student is expected to contribute to the group discussion on a topic listed 


in the assignment upload in Webcourses. There are TWO required posts for this 


assignment – students who do not upload the first post by the deadline noted above will 


earn a “0” for the entire assignment!   


(1) Upload a first post that responds to items Dr. Wright lists in the assignment upload area in 


Webcourses by Tuesday at 11:59pm. 


(2) Upload a second post that responds to the items Dr. Wright lists in the assignment upload 


area in Webcourses by Friday at 11:59pm.  


Carefully read all provided instructions in Webcourses BEFORE starting this assignment! 


Discussion posts must address all requirements noted in the assignment upload area in 


Webcourses, be RESPECTFUL, and reflect critical thinking; responses of “Interesting”, 


"Thanks", "Yes / No" etc. will result no credit being earned. 


 


3. Faculty Biography (worth 10 points) 


Students must develop a short paper on a CURRENT UCF faculty member with a PhD who 


has research interests related to a topic that we discuss in this course. Graduate students and 


teaching assistants are not appropriate to focus on for this assignment.  


Upload a Word document or a PDF that presents a clear, accurate, and original response to 


each of the following items: (1) The name of the current faculty member you select and the 


university where they earned their PhD, (2) The department or school within UCF that the 


faculty member is currently affiliated with, (3) Approximately a paragraph that summarizes 


the faculty member’s research expertise, courses taught, and a specific way these items 


connect to a specific concept we cover in this course, (4) In one sentence state whether there 


are pictures of the faculty in the school or department of the faculty member, and (5) 


Approximately a paragraph that explains the diversity of the department or school that the 







member is affiliated with; at a minimum, this discussion should state the aspect of diversity 


you’re focusing on and how it connects to a specific concept covered in the course, how you 


reach the conclusions you discuss (based on assumptions, pictures, or information that is 


provided), and what you learn from completing this assignment.  


Note: You do not need to contact the faculty member to complete this assignment. Most UCF 


faculty members provide a CV or background information online; use the information on the 


CV to complete this assignment. Double check your submission after you’ve uploaded it 


to Webcourses  – inappropriate submissions will earn a “0”. 


 


4.  Three timed quizzes (worth 10 points each for a total of 30 points)  


To assess student understanding of assigned readings before exams, there will be three 


quizzes consisting of a random mix of multiple choice, true / false, and/or short answer 


questions. The quizzes are timed, but students can use assigned readings, their notes, and the 


provided lecture slides. Quizzes will be available in Webcourses on the Fridays designated in 


the table above and in the Course Schedule below from 12am and 11:59pm EST. 


 


 


5. Two Exams (worth 20 points each for a total of 40 points)  


There are two timed exams in this course. Each exam has the same structure as the timed 


quizzes – exams are open book, open note and key points from assigned academic articles 


and book chapters are “fair game”; questions may be multiple choice, true / false, and/or 


short essay questions. Exams will be available in Webcourses on the Fridays designated in 


the table above and in the Course Schedule below from 12am and 11:59pm EST. 


 


6. Optional You find an article! (worth up to 5 additional points)  


Students who decide to complete this assignment should upload a Word document or a PDF 


to Webcourses with this submission by the deadline noted in the Course Schedule below. 


Grading will be based on accuracy, clarity, and originality – put all of the discussion in this 


submission in your own words. The required items for this assignment are:  


1. Provide the APA citation of a political science academic article that is not assigned in 


this course, but that relates to a topic covered in this course.  


• Do not focus on academic articles assigned in this course. Focus on an academic 


article that is published in an academic journal that contains “political science” in 


the title. If you’d like to confirm that you’ve identified an appropriate article to 


focus on, review the information provided in Webcourses and the weekly lecture 


slides!   


2. In no longer than two paragraphs, summarize the key points of the article based on the 


section outlined in the “Finding Academic Articles” page in Webcourses. Grading will be 


based on accuracy, clarity, and inclusion of details that are not clearly stated in the 


article!  


3. In approximately one paragraph, provide a clear example of ONE specific point, theory, 


or concept in the academic article that connects to a specific point, theory, or concept in 


an assigned reading. This discussion should be in your own words; include a clear 


statement of the assigned reading and the page number(s) where the point, theory, or 


concept is discussed. 







4. In no longer than one paragraph, state the name of a song, TV show, a movie, or a 


podcast that relates to the article you select. Provide details that explain the connection 


between your article selection and the song, TV show, movie, podcast, or blog.   


 


 


 


Tips from Dr. Wright  


• If you would like to contact Dr. Wright, email her at Kenicia.Wright@ucf.edu or send 


her a message using the “Inbox” tool in Webcourses. The course GTA may be 


contacted at the email address listed at the top of this Course Syllabus and via the 


“Inbox” tool in Webcourses. Allow two business days for a response!  


• In order to be successful in this course you must complete all assigned readings and 


submit all required assignments by the deadline! The assigned readings, required 


assignments, and structure of this course is aimed at facilitating the development of 


skills that will be helpful to you long after you complete this course. Completing 


tasks by a deadline is a necessary life skill, so I do not accept late work without 


documentation supporting an University approved excuse for missing the assignment. 


Appropriate documentation – a doctor’s note, a photo, etc. – should be emailed to Dr. 


Wright at Kenicia.Wright@ucf.edu within FIVE business days of the assignment 


deadline. Contact Dr. Wright as soon as you become aware of your inability to 


complete an assignment by the deadline.  


• This is a completely online course – there are no required Zoom lecture meetings, 


face-to-face lectures, etc. This means important course reminders, updates, etc. will 


be provided online – enrolled students should have regular access to the internet! Log 


in to Webcourses and check your UCF email frequently – I suggest twice a day at 


minimum. Remember, you are responsible for information provided online; not seeing 


an Announcement, not checking your email, etc. are not University approved excuses 


for missing a deadline. 


• Download and answer the items in the Weekly Lecture slides to prepare for quizzes 


and exams! Reach out to the course GTA if you’d like to confirm you have an 


accurate understanding, if you have any questions, or would like to discuss a 


component of an assigned reading in this course.   


 


Late Work Policy 


As noted above and in alignment with UCF’s Policy, all enrolled students may receive approval 


to submit an assignment late if they miss a deadline due to a University approved excuse. These 


excuses include university-sponsored events, religious observances, or legal obligations (such as 


jury duty). If participation in this type of event impedes your ability to complete an assignment 


contact Dr. Wright as soon as possible and/or within five business days of the deadline. If you 


encounter unexpected medical issues and would like to know your options and how they will 


impact any financial aid, please visit:  https://www.ucf.edu/financial-aid/policies/late-drops-


withdrawals/.  


 


Grading  


A: 92.5 - 100 points         A-: 89.5 - 92.4 points 


B+: 86.5 - 89.4 points      B: 82.5 - 86.4 points                     B-: 79.5 - 82.4 points 



mailto:Kenicia.Wright@ucf.edu

mailto:Kenicia.Wright@ucf.edu

https://www.ucf.edu/financial-aid/policies/late-drops-withdrawals/

https://www.ucf.edu/financial-aid/policies/late-drops-withdrawals/





C+: 76.5 - 79.4 points         C: 72.5 - 76.4 points                  C-: 69.5 – 72.4 points 


D+: 66.5 - 69.4 points      D: 62.5 - 66.4 points              D-: 59.5 - 62.4 points 


F: 59.4 points and below 


 


 


Course Schedule 


Week and topic Assignments and Due 


Dates 


Required Readings 


Module 1: Course 


Introduction 


(Week of August 


23rd)  


Assignment: Complete 


Syllabus Quiz (required 


financial aid activity) as 


soon as possible. 


 


August 27th: Drop/Swap 


Deadline  


 


 


By the end of the week  


• Course Syllabus and the “Finding Academic Articles” 


page in Webcourses    


• Instructions for emailing a professor (link here)  


• Pew Research Center Readings on “The Changing 


Categories the US Census has used to measure Race” 


and Changes in Representation in Congress 


• Enders, A. M., & Scott, J. S. (2019). The increasing 


racialization of American electoral politics, 1988-2016. 


American Politics Research, 47(2), 275-303. 


• McClain, P. D., Johnson Carew, J. D., Walton Jr, E., & 


Watts, C. S. (2009). Group membership, group identity, 


and group consciousness: Measures of racial identity in 


American politics. Annual Review of Political 


Science, 12, 471-485. 


Module 2: 


Understanding 


Race, Ethnicity, and 


Racism   


(Week of August 


30th) 


Assignment: First 


Discussion Post 


(1) Students must make their 


first discussion post by 


Tuesday, August 31st at 


11:59pm. You will not 


receive credit for this 


assignment, if the first 


post is not uploaded by 


this deadline.  


(2) Students must upload 


their second discussion 


post by Friday, 


September 3rd at 


11:59pm EST.  


By Monday, August 30th    


• UR, Chapter 1 “Introduction”  


 


By Thursday, September 2nd  


• Tedx Talk by Dr. Candis Watts Smith “Three Myths 


About Racism” (Link here) 


• Schildkraut, D. J. (2014). Boundaries of American 


identity: Evolving understandings of “us”. Annual 


Review of Political Science, 17, 441-460. 


• Videos on the History of American Diversity and 


Demographic Shifts in the US  


 


Module 3: Native 


Americans   


(Week of 


September 6th)   


 


 By the end of the week   


• UR, Chapter 2 “Native Americans…”  


• Frymer, P. (2016). Why Aren't Political Scientists 


Interested in Native American 


Politics?. Perspectives on Politics, 14(4), 1042-1043. 



http://web.wellesley.edu/SocialComputing/Netiquette/netiquetteprofessor.html

https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2020/02/25/the-changing-categories-the-u-s-has-used-to-measure-race/

https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2020/02/25/the-changing-categories-the-u-s-has-used-to-measure-race/

https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2021/03/10/the-changing-face-of-congress/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7CGJDgO4Fs8

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T7WAgMc3C5A

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2Cp0iN2Dfaw





Note: Labor Day is 


Sept. 6th. 
• Hobbs, W., & Lajevardi, N. (2019). Effects of 


divisive political campaigns on the day-to-day 


segregation of Arab and Muslim 


Americans. American Political Science 


Review, 113(1), 270-276. 


• Huyser, K. R., Sanchez, G. R., & Vargas, E. D. 


(2017). Civic engagement and political participation 


among American Indians and Alaska natives in the 


US. Politics, Groups, and Identities, 5(4), 642-659. 


• Kalkan, K. O., Layman, G. C., & Uslaner, E. M. 


(2009). “Bands of others”? Attitudes toward 


Muslims in contemporary American society. The 


Journal of Politics, 71(3), 847-862. 


• Sanchez, G. R., Foxworth, R., & Evans, L. E. 


(2021). Sovereign Bodies: Native Nations, Native 


American Women, and the Politics of 2018. Political 


Research Quarterly, 74(2), 491-505. 


• Videos on role of Native American voters in 2020, 


land loss, and misconceptions on Native American 


people 


• Details on Native American loss of land  


• NPR – Talk to a Muslim  


• Ted Talk – “The Muslim on the Airplane” 


Module 4: African 


Americans   


(Week of 


September 13th) 


 


Quiz 1 will be available for 


students to complete in 


Webcourses Friday, Sept. 


17th from 12am to 11:59pm 


EST. 


Before beginning Quiz 1  


• UR, Chapter 3 “The African American Political 


Journey, 1500s-1965”  


• Shaw, T. C., Foster, K. A., & Combs, B. H. (2019). 


Race and poverty matters: Black and Latino linked 


fate, neighborhood effects, and political 


participation. Politics, Groups, and Identities, 7(3), 


663-672. 


• Tate, K. (2001). The political representation of 


blacks in Congress: Does race matter? Legislative 


Studies Quarterly, 623-638. 


• Tesler, M. (2012). The spillover of racialization into 


health care: How President Obama polarized public 


opinion by racial attitudes and race. American 


Journal of Political Science, 56(3), 690-704.  


• Money Cage post – Was slavery that bad?  


• “The hidden links between slavery and Wall Street”   


• PRC reading on Black Political Representation 


• Ted Talks on Implicit Bias and Racial Injustice   


• Newsweek – “Racial Residential Segregation” 


• Understanding Microaggressions  


• Pew Trusts – Racial Wealth Gap  



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XoFEWEdRrpg

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zadq5dl2G8Q

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GHdW_LVfn28

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GHdW_LVfn28

https://www.britannica.com/video/212505/Shrinking-Native-American-lands-in-the-United-States-indigenous-peoples

https://www.npr.org/2015/12/27/461124403/faced-with-fear-a-muslim-woman-makes-a-stand-by-setting-one-up#:~:text=Mona%20Haydar%20is%20a%20Muslim,passersby%20an%20opportunity%20for%20conversation.&text=%22So%2C%20we%20did%20it%2C%22%20Haydar%20says.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UIAm1g_Vgn0

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2014/09/05/what-the-economist-could-have-read-before-suggesting-that-u-s-slavery-wasnt-all-bad/

https://www.bbc.com/news/business-49476247

https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2021/01/22/black-americans-have-made-gains-in-u-s-political-leadership-but-gaps-remain/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fr8G7MtRNlk

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-aCn72iXO9s

https://www.newsweek.com/race-america-survey-diversity-segregation-1419850

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8RfwnibEd3A

https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-analysis/articles/2018/02/16/the-racial-wealth-gap-and-todays-american-dream





 


Module 5: Latino/a 


Politics  


(Week of Sept. 20th)   


 


.  By the end of the week  


• UR, Chapter 4 “The Road Toward Contemporary 


Latino Politics, 1500s – 1970s” 


• Alamillo, R. (2019). HISPANICS PARA TRUMP?: 


Denial of Racism and Hispanic Support for Trump. 


Du Bois Review: Social Science Research on Race, 


16(2), 457-487. 


• McCabe, K. T., Matos, Y., & Walker, H. (2021). 


Priming Legality: Perceptions of Latino and 


Undocumented Latino Immigrants. American 


Politics Research, 49(1), 106-113. 


• Morín, J. L., Macías Mejía, Y., & Sanchez, G. R. 


(2021). Is the Bridge Broken? Increasing Ethnic 


Attachments and Declining Party Influence among 


Latino Voters. Political Research Quarterly, 74(1), 


182-198. 


• PRC readings on Growth in Registered Voters in 


Georgia, Latino Registered Voters in Florida, 


Affiliation with the Republican Party, and COVID  


 


Module 6: Asian 


Americans  


(Week of Sept. 27th) 


 By the end of the week    


• UR, Chapter 5 “Different and Common Asian 


American Roads, 1800s – 1960s  


• Chan, N. K. (2020). Political Inequality in the 


Digital World: The Puzzle of Asian American 


Political Participation Online. Political Research 


Quarterly, 1-17. 


• Le, D., Arora, M., & Stout, C. (2020). Are you 


threatening me? Asian‐American panethnicity in the 


Trump era. Social Science Quarterly, 101(6), 2183-


2192. 


• Masuoka, Natalie, Kumar Ramanathan, and Jane 


Junn. (2019). “New Asian American Voters: 


Political Incorporation and Participation in 2016.” 


Political Research Quarterly 72(4), 991-1003. 


• Merseth, J. L. (2018). Race-ing solidarity: Asian 


Americans and support for Black Lives Matter. 


Politics, Groups, and Identities, 6(3), 337-356. 


• Raychaudhuri, T. (2018). The social roots of Asian 


American partisan attitudes. Politics, Groups, and 


Identities, 6(3), 389-410. 


• Reading: Farewell to the Model Minority Myth and 


Hate Crimes against Asians 


 



https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2020/12/21/black-latino-and-asian-americans-have-been-key-to-georgias-registered-voter-growth-since-2016/

https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2020/12/21/black-latino-and-asian-americans-have-been-key-to-georgias-registered-voter-growth-since-2016/

https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2020/10/19/latinos-make-up-record-17-of-florida-registered-voters-in-2020/

https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2020/10/02/most-cuban-american-voters-identify-as-republican-in-2020/

https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2020/09/11/hispanic-voters-say-economy-health-care-and-covid-19-are-top-issues-in-2020-presidential-election/

https://www.historians.org/publications-and-directories/perspectives-on-history/may-2021/a-farewell-to-the-model-minority-myth-aapi-racism-in-academia

https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2021/04/21/one-third-of-asian-americans-fear-threats-physical-attacks-and-most-say-violence-against-them-is-rising/





Module 7: 


Understanding 


“Whiteness”   


(Week October 4th)  


Exam 1 will be available for 


students to complete in 


Webcourses on October 8th 


from 12am to 11:59pm EST.  


Before beginning the exam  


• UR, Chapter 6 “Whiteness and Shifting Roads of 


Immigrant American, 1780s -1960s” 


• Berry, J. A., Ebner, D., & Cornelius, M. (2019). 


White identity politics: linked fate and political 


participation. Politics, Groups, and Identities. 1-19. 


• Chudy, J., Piston, S., & Shipper, J. (2019). Guilt by 


association: White collective guilt in American 


politics. The Journal of Politics, 81(3), 968-981. 


• Rocha, R. R., & Espino, R. (2009). Racial threat, 


residential segregation, and the policy attitudes of 


Anglos. Political Research Quarterly, 62(2), 415-


426. 


• Virtanen, S. V., & Huddy, L. (1998). Old-fashioned 


racism and new forms of racial prejudice. The 


journal of Politics, 60(2), 311-332. 


• Yadon, N., & Piston, S. (2019). Examining whites’ 


anti-black attitudes after Obama’s 


presidency. Politics, Groups, and Identities, 7(4), 


794-814. 


Module 8: Voting 


Rights in American 


Life  


(Week of October 


11th) 


 By the end of the week  


• UR, Chapter 7 “Voting Rights in American Life”  


• Bright, C. L., & Lynch, M. S. (2017). Kansas voter 


ID laws: Advertising and its effects on 


turnout. Political Research Quarterly, 70(2), 340-


347. 


• Fresh, A. (2018). The Effect of the Voting Rights 


Act on Enfranchisement: Evidence from North 


Carolina. The Journal of Politics, 80(2), 713-718. 


• Gibson, N. S. (2020). Moving Forward or 


Backsliding: A Causal Inference Analysis of the 


Effects of the Shelby Decision in North 


Carolina. American Politics Research, 48(5), 649-


662. 


• Keele, L., Cubbison, W., & White, I. (2021). 


Suppressing Black Votes: A Historical Case Study 


of Voting Restrictions in Louisiana. American 


Political Science Review, 115(2), 694-700. 


• Schuit, S., & Rogowski, J. C. (2017). Race, 


representation, and the voting rights act. American 


Journal of Political Science, 61(3), 513-526. 


Module 9: 


Understanding 


Group Identities   


(Week of October 


18th) 


Quiz 2 will be available for 


students to complete in 


Webcourses Friday, Oct. 


22nd from 12am to 11:59pm 


EST. 


Before beginning the quiz  


• UR, Chapter 8 “Group Identity, Ideology, and 


Activism”  







• Huddy, L., & Feldman, S. (2009). On assessing the 


political effects of racial prejudice. Annual Review of 


Political Science, 12, 423-447. 


• Lundberg, K. B., Payne, B. K., Pasek, J., & 


Krosnick, J. A. (2017). Racial Attitudes Predicted 


Changes in Ostensibly Race‐Neutral Political 


Attitudes Under the Obama Administration. Political 


Psychology, 38(2), 313-330. 


• Pérez, E. O. (2010). Explicit evidence on the import 


of implicit attitudes: The IAT and immigration 


policy judgments. Political Behavior, 32(4), 517-


545. 


• Tedx Talk: What I’m learning from my white 


grandchildren  


Module 10: Effects 


of Increased 


Minority 


Population in the 


US  


(Week of October 


25th) 


Withdrawal deadline is 


Friday, October 29th.  


By the end of the week   


• UR, Chapter 9 “Political Behavior and 


Representation: Minorities’ Growing Voice”   


• Boyd, Christina L. (2016). “Representation on the 


Courts? The Effects of Trail Judges’ Sex and Race.” 


Political Research Quarterly 69(4), 788-799. 


• Burge, C. D., Wamble, J. J., & Cuomo, R. R. (2020). 


A Certain Type of Descriptive Representative? 


Understanding How the Skin Tone and Gender of 


Candidates Influences Black Politics. The Journal of 


Politics, 82(4), 1596-1601. 


• Claypool, Vicki Hesli, and Carol Mershon. (2016). 


Does diversity matter? Evidence from a survey of 


political science faculty. Politics, Groups, and 


Identities, 4(3), 483-498. 


• Masuoka, N. (2008). Political attitudes and 


ideologies of multiracial Americans: The 


implications of mixed race in the United States. 


Political Research Quarterly, 61(2), 253-267. 


• Smith, C. W. (2013). Ethnicity and the role of group 


consciousness: a comparison between African 


Americans and Black immigrants. Politics, Groups, 


and Identities, 1(2), 199-220. 


• Sadhwani, S. (2020). Asian American Mobilization: 


The Effect of Candidates and Districts on Asian 


American Voting Behavior. Political Behavior, 1-


27. 


• Stokes, A. K. (2003). Latino group consciousness 


and political participation. American Politics 


Research, 31(4), 361-378. 


• Vargas, E. D., Sanchez, G. R., & Valdez, J. A. 


(2017). Immigration policies and group identity: 



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u5GCetbP7Fg

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u5GCetbP7Fg





How immigrant laws affect linked fate among US 


Latino populations. Journal of Race, Ethnicity, and 


Politics, 2(1), 35-62. 


• PRC – Muslim American Identity, assimilation, and 


community  


• PRC Hispanic Trends – Hispanic Identity   


 


Module 11: 


Education and 


Criminal Justice in 


the US     


(Week November 


1st)   


Students must upload their 


Faculty Biography 


submission to Webcourses 


by November 5th at 11:59pm 


EST.  


By the end of the week  


• UR, Chapter 10 “Education and Criminal Justice 


Politics: Opportunity and Alienation”  


• Hurwitz, J., Peffley, M., & Mondak, J. (2015). 


Linked fate and outgroup perceptions: Blacks, 


Latinos, and the US criminal justice 


system. Political Research Quarterly, 68(3), 505-


520. 


• Masuoka, N. (2008). Political attitudes and 


ideologies of multiracial Americans: The 


implications of mixed race in the United States. 


Political Research Quarterly, 61(2), 253-267. 


• Pitts, D. W. (2007). Representative bureaucracy, 


ethnicity, and public schools: Examining the link 


between representation and 


performance. Administration & Society, 39(4), 497-


526. 


• Rocha, R. R. (2007). Black-brown coalitions in local 


school board elections. Political Research Quarterly, 


60(2), 315-327. 


• Shoub, K., Stauffer, K. E., & Song, M. (2021). Do 


Female Officers Police Differently? Evidence from 


Traffic Stops. American Journal of Political Science. 


• Wilkins, V. M., & Williams, B. N. (2008). Black or 


blue: Racial profiling and representative 


bureaucracy. Public Administration Review, 68(4), 


654-664. 


• PRC Reading on Race and Policing in the US  


Module 12: An 


Overview of 


Immigration Policy 


in the US   


(Week November 


8th)  


 


Note: November 


11th is Veteran’s 


Day!  


Optional “You find an 


article” submissions must be 


uploaded to Webcourses by 


Friday, November 12th at 


11:59pm. 


By the end of the week  


• UR, Chapter 11 “Immigration Policy: The Road to 


Settlement and Citizenship”  


• Gell-Redman, M., Visalvanich, N., Crabtree, C., & 


Fariss, C. J. (2018). It’s all about race: How state 


legislators respond to immigrant 


constituents. Political Research Quarterly, 71(3), 


517-531. 


• Junn, J. (2007). From Coolie to Model Minority: US 


Immigration Policy and the Construction of Racial 



https://www.pewforum.org/2017/07/26/identity-assimilation-and-community/

https://www.pewforum.org/2017/07/26/identity-assimilation-and-community/

https://www.pewresearch.org/hispanic/2017/12/20/hispanic-identity-fades-across-generations-as-immigrant-connections-fall-away/

https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2020/06/03/10-things-we-know-about-race-and-policing-in-the-u-s/





Identity. Du Bois Review: Social science research on 


race, 4(2), 355-373. 


•  PRC Reading on Race, immigration, discrimination  


 


Module 13: 


Diaspora Politics 


and Foreign Affairs 


in the US   


(Week November 


15th) 


Assignment: Second 


Discussion Post 


(1) Students must make their 


first discussion post by 


Tuesday, Nov. 16th at 


11:59pm. You will not 


receive credit for this 


assignment, if the first 


post is not uploaded by 


this deadline.  


(2) Students must upload 


their second discussion 


post by Friday, Nov. 19th 


at 11:59pm EST. 


By Tuesday, Nov. 16th 


• UR, Chapter 12 “Diasporic Politics and Foreign 


Affairs”  


 


By Friday, Nov. 19th  


• Austin, S. D. W., Middleton, R. T., & Yon, R. 


(2012). The effect of racial group consciousness on 


the political participation of African Americans and 


Black ethnics in Miami-Dade County, 


Florida. Political Research Quarterly, 65(3), 629-


641. 


• Phillips, C. D., & Lee, T. (2018). Superficial 


Equality: Gender and immigration in Asian 


American political participation. Politics, Groups, 


and Identities, 6(3), 373-388. 


• Sanchez, G. R., Vargas, E. D., Walker, H. L., & 


Ybarra, V. D. (2015). Stuck between a rock and a 


hard place: the relationship between Latino/a’s 


personal connections to immigrants and issue 


salience and presidential approval. Politics, Groups, 


and Identities, 3(3), 454-468. 


• Smith, C. W. (2013). Ethnicity and the role of group 


consciousness: a comparison between African 


Americans and Black immigrants. Politics, Groups, 


and Identities, 1(2), 199-220. 


Module 14 


(Week of Nov. 22nd) 


Holiday. No assigned readings. Students are strongly encouraged to spend this week completing all assigned 


readings, reviewing their notes and Lecture Slides, and preparing for the course exam.  


Module 15: Beyond 


Race: Overview of 


Intersectionality  


(Week of Nov. 29th)  


 


The last week of the 


course!  


 


Quiz 3 will be available for 


students to complete in 


Webcourses Friday, Dec. 3rd 


from 12am to 11:59pm EST. 


Before beginning the quiz  


• UR, Chapter 13 “Beyond Race: Intersections of 


Race, Gender, Class, and Sexual Orientation”  


• Video: What is intersectionality? 


• Berg, J. A., & Morley, S. (2014). Intersectionality 


and the foreign-born: Explaining the variation in the 


immigration attitudes of immigrants. Race, Gender 


& Class, 32-47. 


• Bergersen, M., Klar, S., & Schmitt, E. (2018). 


Intersectionality and Engagement among the 


LGBTQ+ Community. Journal of Women, Politics 


& Policy, 39(2), 196-219. 



https://www.pewresearch.org/politics/2017/10/05/4-race-immigration-and-discrimination/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ViDtnfQ9FHc





• Bunyasi, T. L., & Smith, C. W. (2019). Do all Black 


lives matter equally to Black people? Respectability 


politics and the limitations of linked fate. Journal of 


Race, Ethnicity, and Politics, 4(1), 180-215. 


• Holman, M. R., & Schneider, M. C. (2018). Gender, 


race, and political ambition: how intersectionality 


and frames influence interest in political 


office. Politics, Groups, and Identities, 6(2), 264-


280. 


• Phillips, C. (2018). Wanting, and weighting: White 


women and descriptive representation in the 2016 


presidential election. Journal of Race, Ethnicity, and 


Politics, 3(1), 29-51. 


• Zhu, L., & Wright, K. (2016). Why do Americans 


dislike publicly funded health care? Examining the 


intersection of race and gender in the ideological 


context. Politics, Groups, and Identities, 4(4), 618-


637. 


• PRC reading on Demographic Shifts in the US and 


Perceptions of Growing Racial and Ethnic Diversity  


• Video: Intersectionality and health  


 


Classes end on Friday, December 3rd.  


The Second Exam will be available in Webcourses on Friday, December 10th from 12am to 11:59pm EST. Dr. 


Wright will provide additional details as the semester progresses!  


 


 


Policy Statements 


Academic Integrity 


Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of Conduct. According to Section 1, 


"Academic Misconduct," students are prohibited from engaging in: 


• Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information or 


study aids in any academic exercise unless specifically authorized by the instructor of record. 


The unauthorized possession of examination or course-related material also constitutes 


cheating. 


• Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral means: The 


presentation of material which has not been studied or learned, but rather was obtained 


through someone else’s efforts and used as part of an examination, course assignment, or 


project. 


• Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to another person, student, 


and/or uploading course material to a third-party vendor without authorization or without the 


express written permission of the university and the instructor. Course materials include but 


are not limited to class notes, Instructor’s PowerPoints, course syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, 


instruction sheets, homework, study guides, handouts, etc. 


• Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work. 



https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2019/08/21/u-s-counties-majority-nonwhite/

https://www.pewresearch.org/social-trends/2019/05/08/americans-see-advantages-and-challenges-in-countrys-growing-racial-and-ethnic-diversity/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rwqnC1fy_zc

http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/process/roc





• Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the source, 


thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s own. 


• Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than once without 


the express written permission of the instructor. 


• Helping another violate academic behavior standards. 


 


For more information about Academic Integrity, students may consult The Center for Academic 


Integrity. For more information about plagiarism and misuse of sources, see “Defining and 


Avoiding Plagiarism: The WPA Statement on Best Practices”. 


 


Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating 


Students should also familiarize themselves with the procedures for academic misconduct in 


UCF’s student handbook, The Golden Rule. UCF faculty members have a responsibility for 


students’ education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to prevent unethical behavior and 


when necessary respond to academic misconduct. Penalties for academic dishonesty, plagiarism, 


or cheating can include a warning, a “0” on an assignment, an “F” in the course, suspension or 


expulsion from the university, and/or a "Z Designation" on a student’s official transcript 


indicating academic dishonesty. For more information about the Z Designation, 


see http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade. 


 


University Writing Center 


The University Writing Center (UWC) is a free resource for UCF undergraduates and graduates. 


At the UWC, a trained writing consultant will work with you on your writing (in or out of class), 


at any point in the writing process from brainstorming to editing. Appointments are 


recommended, but not required. For more information, or to make an appointment, visit the 


UWC website at http://www.uwc.ucf.edu, stop by MOD 608, or call (407)823-2197. 


 


 


Course Accessibility Statement 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all persons 


with disabilities. Students with disabilities who need disability-related access in this course 


should contact the professor as soon as possible. Students should also connect with Student 


Accessibility Services (Ferrell Commons 185, sas@ucf.edu, phone (407) 823-2371). Through 


Student Accessibility Services, a Course Accessibility Letter may be created and sent to 


professors, which informs faculty of potential access and accommodations that might be 


reasonable. Determining reasonable access and accommodations requires consideration of the 


course design, course learning objectives and the individual academic and course barriers 


experienced by the student. 


  


Campus Safety Statement 


Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise in our class, everyone needs to work 


together. Students should be aware of the surroundings and familiar with some basic safety and 


security concepts. 


• In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance. 



https://academicintegrity.org/

https://academicintegrity.org/

http://wpacouncil.org/node/9

http://wpacouncil.org/node/9

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/docs/goldenrule.pdf

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade

http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

mailto:sas@ucf.edu





• Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall near the 


door. Please make a note of the guide’s physical location and consider reviewing the online 


version at http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html.  


• Students should know the evacuation routes from each of their classrooms and have a plan 


for finding safety in case of an emergency. 


• If there is a medical emergency during class, we may need to access a first aid kit or AED 


(Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those items are located in this building, 


see http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/workplacesafety.html (click on link from menu on left).  


• To stay informed about emergency situations, sign up to receive UCF text alerts by going 


to my.ucf.edu and logging in. Click on "Student Self Service" located on the left side of the 


screen in the tool bar, scroll down to the blue "Personal Information" heading on your 


Student Center screen, click on "UCF Alert," fill out the information, including your e-mail 


address, cell phone number, and cell phone provider, click "Apply" to save the changes, and 


then click "OK." 


• Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their 


instructors outside of class. 


 


Deployed Active Duty Military Students 


If you are a deployed active-duty military student and feel that you may need a special 


accommodation due to that unique status, please contact your instructor to discuss your 


circumstances. 


 


Copyright 


This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, images, text 


materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use doctrine in order to 


enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, download or distribute these 


items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for this online classroom environment and 


your use only. All copyright materials are credited to the copyright holder. 


 


Third-Party Software and FERPA 


During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or software 


applications sometimes called third-party software such as a blog or wiki. While some of these 


could be required assignments, you need not make any personally identifying information on a 


public site. Do not post or provide any private information about yourself or your classmates. 


Where appropriate you may use a pseudonym or nickname. Some written assignments posted 


publicly may require personal reflection/comments, but the assignments will not require you to 


disclose any personally identity-sensitive information. If you have any concerns about this, 


please contact your instructor. 


 


 


NOTE: This syllabus is subject to change at any point during this semester per the discretion of 


the course instructor. Updated Course Syllabus will be posted in Webcourses. Students are 


responsible for all course-related information provided in Webcourses. 


  



http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html

http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/Workplacesafety

http://my.ucf.edu/






INR 4008: Global Perspectives 
The Historical and Contemporary Contexts of Globalization 


*Course is Online Only* 


University Course Catalog Description. The historical and contemporary contexts of 
globalization.  


Course Overview. Topics include the origins and nature of the modern world, the globalized 
economy, economic inequality, democracy and failed states, conflict in the Middle 
East, terrorism and anti-Americanism, and the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction. 


Learning Outcomes. Achieve an accurate and in-depth understanding of the historical and 
contemporary contexts of globalization. By the end of this course students will be able to think 
originally, logically, and knowledgeably regarding global social and economic processes, and 
research and write on global perspectives.  


Credits: 3 
Class Hours: 3 
Lab and Field Work Hours: 0 
Contact Hours: 3 
Prerequisite(s): ENC 1102Links to an external site.. 


Class Meets: Online Course. 


Instructor: Dr. Michael Mousseau. Learn How I Travel Through Time and Space!  


Instructor Contact: Michael.Mousseau@UCF.edu / 407-823-2608. 


Communications: Email me at Michael.Mousseau@ucf.edu. I normally respond within 24 
hours. Please communicate from your UCF knights email account. For any questions that are 
relevant for the whole class, I encourage using the Course Discussion Page. 


Office Hours: Office hours are on line and open-ended. Appointments available on Zoom upon 
request. 


Graduate Teaching Assistant: TBA. 


Books to Purchase or Rent. I try to select books that are affordable, informative, and easy to 
read.  The books are: 


• Pietra Rivoli, The Travels of A T-Shirt in the Global Economy: An Economist Examines the 
Markets, Power, and Politics of World Trade (2014, Wiley). 



http://catalog.ucf.edu/preview_course_nopop.php?catoid=3&coid=7103

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1389728/pages/let-me-introduce-myself

mailto:Michael.Mousseau@UCF.edu

mailto:Michael.Mousseau@ucf.edu

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1389728/discussion_topics/6510799





• Paul Collier, Wars, Guns, and Votes: Democracy in Dangerous Places (2010, 
HarperCollins). 


If you are low-income, first-generation, or underrepresented student considering a graduate 
education leading to a Ph.D, there are opportunities for you! Click here! 


Academic Activity Quiz to be completed by 11:59pm the first Friday after the course begins. 


Interested in becoming a legislative intern (Links to an external site.)?   


Evaluation  


Discussions are open for a week and always close on a Tuesday (at 11:59pm); and the paper is 
due on Tuesday. So just remember Tuesdays! 


8 Discussions (7% each)  


Your discussion participation is the heart of this course, so prepare well. You are graded in two 
parts: your response to the discussion prompt (5 points), and your responses to other student 
entrees (2 points). For each discussion you have an entire week to prepare your response to the 
prompt and then participate by responding to other students. See Appendix A below for 
specific instructions and tips regarding discussion participations. 


Course Paper (20%) 


Pick a topic addressed in this course that interests you. Develop a research question that 
remains unanswered from course materials and explore it further; or develop your own thesis 
and investigate the level of support for it in the literature. Either way, research is needed. Your 
options are wide—you can do whatever interests you—as long as your topic is centered on a 
prominent issue that is from this course (and your topic must be about global politics, not, for 
example, U.S. domestic politics). If you have doubt about your topic, contact me! Expected 
length is 2,000 (minimum) to 3,000 words (maximum). See Appendix A below for specific 
instructions and paper writing tips. 


Final Exam (24%) 


The final exam will have one or two broad opened-ended thought questions, which you will 
have one hour to answer. The purpose of the exam is to encourage original and creative writing 
that shows mastery of the material of Module 1. Every student will conduct the exam 
individually, as the emphasis in grading will be given to originality.  



https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1389728/pages/opportunities-for-students

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1389728/assignments/7212103

https://vimeo.com/227489933

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1389728/assignments/7215422

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1389728/assignments/7215418





Course Policies 


Late Paper Policy: 1% drop in grade for every hour late. If for some technical reason you find 
that you cannot submit, you can keep a record of your time of completion by (in Word) going to 
"file" and then "info". Take a picture of the time of the last modification of your document, and 
I can use that as your submission time 


Make-up Policy: Since discussions are open for a whole week there is no excuse for missing 
one, so late submissions are not allowed. 


Letter/Grade Equivalencies: See grade page. 
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Curve Policy: There is no curve; students are competing only with themselves. 


Method of Grade Reporting: Webcourses@UCF. 


Campus Resources: You should be aware that help is available if you are struggling with this 
course! First see me, your instructor: I want you to understand the material and would be most 
pleased to help if you are having trouble. Other resources include the Student Academic 
Resource Center (SARC), for supplemental instruction and academic tutoring, and the 
University Writing Center. 


Final exam date: No Final Exam. 


**Note: Improper citation indicates plagiarism and can result in a zero grade. Academic 
integrity is not just about avoiding plagiarism. It includes too: 


1. Proper attribution of work at all levels, with particular emphasis on correct citation of 
summarized literature and quoted material, as well as accurate and professional use of 
data. For specifics, see the Writing Center's guideLinks to an external site..  



http://uwc.cah.ucf.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/9/2015/04/Plagiarism_and_Misuse.pdf





2. All material you turn in is to be original work that has not been used in other classes, or 
appropriated from others.  


3. The purpose of citing is less about the getting the commas in the right place of 
the citation than it is about proper intellectual attribution of your sources.  Importantly, 
citations allow for the reader to be able to easily find the exact source, sometimes the 
exact passage, where you found your information; thus, your citations must be 
complete and systematic. In this course, whenever you use an idea from someone else, 
you must cite them at that point in your essay, and any group of more than 3 words that 
are not your own must be in quotes or it will be considered plagiarism. Unless stated 
otherwise, all assignments must correctly use a standard citation system (such as APA, 
MLA Chicago, etc.) formatting, correctly identify and use sources and quoted material. 
Note that citation style guides are available at the library website 
here: http://guides.ucf.edu/?group_id=1813Links to an external site.. And, free software 
that helps you manage citations for various styles are found 
here: http://library.ucf.edu/about/departments/scholarly-communication/citation-
management-tools/Links to an external site.. 


UCF Official Syllabus Addendum 


This section contains course policies that are standardized across all UCF courses and are 
supplemental to all UCF course syllabi.  


Academic Integrity. The Center for Academic Integrity (CAI) defines academic integrity as a 
commitment, even in the face of adversity, to five fundamental values: honesty, trust, fairness, 
respect, and responsibility. From these values flow principles of behavior that enable academic 
communities to translate ideals into action. 
http://www.academicintegrity.org/icai/assets/FVProject.pdf (Links to an external site.) 


UCF Creed: Integrity, scholarship, community, creativity, and excellence are the core values that 
guide our conduct, performance, and decisions. 


1. Integrity: I will practice and defend academic and personal honesty. 
2. Scholarship: I will cherish and honor learning as a fundamental purpose of my 


membership in the UCF community. 
3. Community: I will promote an open and supportive campus environment by respecting 


the rights and contributions of every individual. 
4. Creativity: I will use my talents to enrich the human experience. 
5. Excellence: I will strive toward the highest standards of performance in any endeavor I 


undertake. 


The following definitions of plagiarism and misuse of sources comes from the Council of Writing 
Program Administrators <http://wpacouncil.org/node/9 (Links to an external site.)+> and has 
been adopted by UCF’s Department of Writing & Rhetoric. 



http://guides.ucf.edu/?group_id=1813

http://library.ucf.edu/about/departments/scholarly-communication/citation-management-tools/

http://library.ucf.edu/about/departments/scholarly-communication/citation-management-tools/

http://www.academicintegrity.org/icai/assets/FVProject.pdf

http://wpacouncil.org/node/9





Plagiarism 


In an instructional setting, plagiarism occurs when a writer deliberately uses someone else’s 
language, ideas, or other original (not common-knowledge) material without acknowledging its 
source. This definition applies to texts published in print or on-line, to manuscripts, and to the 
work of other student writers.  


Misuse of Sources 


A student who attempts (even if clumsily) to identify and credit his or her source, but who 
misuses a specific citation format or incorrectly uses quotation marks or other forms of 
identifying material taken from other sources, has not plagiarized. Instead, such a student 
should be considered to have failed to cite and document sources appropriately.  


Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating 


UCF faculty members have a responsibility for your education and the value of a UCF degree, 
and so seek to prevent unethical behavior and when necessary respond to infringements of 
academic integrity. Penalties can include a failing grade in an assignment or in the course, 
suspension or expulsion from the university, and/or a "Z Designation" on a student's official 
transcript indicating academic dishonesty, where the final grade for this course will be 
preceded by the letter Z. For more information about the Z Designation, see 
http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgradeLinks to an external site.. 


For more information about UCF's Rules of Conduct, see http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/Links to 
an external site..  


Unauthorized Use of Class Materials 


There are many fraudulent websites claiming to offer study aids to students but are actually 
cheat sites. They encourage students to upload course materials, such as test questions, 
individual assignments, and examples of graded material. Such materials are the intellectual 
property of instructors, the university, or publishers and may not be distributed without prior 
authorization. Students who engage in such activity are in violation of academic conduct 
standards and may face penalties.  


Unauthorized Use of Class Notes 


Faculty have reported errors in class notes being sold by third parties, and the errors may be 
contributing to higher failure rates in some classes. The following is a statement appropriate for 
distribution to your classes or for inclusion on your syllabus: 



http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade

http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/





Third parties may be selling class notes from this class without my authorization. Please be 
aware that such class materials may contain errors, which could affect your performance or 
grade. Use these materials at your own risk.  


In-Class Recording. Students may, without prior notice, record video or audio of a class lecture 
for a class in which the student is enrolled for their own personal educational use. A class 
lecture is defined as a formal or methodical oral presentation as part of a university course 
intended to present information or teach enrolled students about a particular subject. 
Recording class activities other than class lectures, including but not limited to lab sessions, 
student presentations (whether individually or part of a group), class discussion (except when 
incidental to and incorporated within a class lecture), clinical presentations such as patient 
history, academic exercises involving student participation, test or examination administrations, 
field trips, private conversations between students in the class or between a student and the 
faculty member, and invited guest speakers is prohibited. Recordings may not be used as a 
substitute for class participation and class attendance, and may not be published or shared 
without the written consent of the faculty member. Failure to adhere to these requirements 
may constitute a violation of the University’s Student Code of Conduct as described in the 
Golden Rule. 


Course Accessibility Statement. The University of Central Florida is committed to providing 
access and inclusion for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate 
formats upon request. Students with disabilities who need specific access in this course, such as 
accommodations, should contact the professor as soon as possible to discuss various access 
options. Students should also connect with Student Accessibility ServicesLinks to an external 
site. (Ferrell Commons, 7F, Room 185, sas@ucf.edu, phone (407) 823-2371). Through Student 
Accessibility Services, a Course Accessibility Letter may be created and sent to professors, 
which informs faculty of potential access and accommodations that might be reasonable. 


Campus Safety Statement. Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise in our 
class, we will all need to work together. Everyone should be aware of the surroundings and 
familiar with some basic safety and security concepts. 


• In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance. 
• Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall near the 


door. Please make a note of the guide’s physical location and consider reviewing the 
online version at http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.htmlLinks to an external 
site..  


• Familiarize yourself with evacuation routes from each of your classrooms and have a 
plan for finding safety in case of an emergency. (Insert class-specific details if 
appropriate) 


• If there is a medical emergency during class, we may need to access a first aid kit or AED 
(Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those items are located in this 
building, see http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/workplacesafety.htmlLinks to an external site. 
(click on link from menu on left).  (insert class specific information if appropriate) 



http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

mailto:sas@ucf.edu

http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html

http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html

http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/workplacesafety.html





• To stay informed about emergency situations, sign up to receive UCF text alerts by going 
to my.ucf.eduLinks to an external site. and logging in.  Click on “Student Self Service” 
located on the left side of the screen in the tool bar, scroll down to the blue “Personal 
Information” heading on your Student Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the 
information, including your e-mail address, cell phone number, and cell phone provider, 
click “Apply” to save the changes, and then click “OK.” 


• If you have a special need related to emergency situations, please speak with me during 
office hours. 


• Consider viewing this video (You CAN Survive an Active Shooter (Links to an external 


site.) ) about how to manage an active shooter situation on 
campus or elsewhere. 


Deployed Active Duty Military Students. If you are a deployed active duty military student and 
feel that you may need a special accommodation due to that unique status, please contact your 
instructor to discuss your circumstances. 


Appendix A: Discussions 


Unless I change it, the discussion prompt every week is the same: ‘What do you think is the 
most interesting aspect of the materials assigned for this discussion, and why?’ Your grade is 
not assessed according to facts expressed, but according to the extent it appears you are 
familiar with the materials and thought deeply about them. So do not try to cram a bunch of 
facts from the materials into your post—any computer can do that. Instead, identify what you 
think is most interesting—and thus likely new to you—and write about what it means and why 
you think it matters. You can identify controversies, share what you previously thought that is 
challenged by course materials, or challenge course materials—whatever expresses your own 
journey and also communicates that you have digested the materials and thought deeply about 
them. 


• Maximum 500 words (so choose your words carefully!) 
• You cannot see other students' submissions until you have submitted your response to 


the prompt. 


Your responses to other entries are graded mostly on the extent at which you *use course 
materials* to build on, or gently push back against, other student entries. Originally is very 
important: if a point made was already made by another student in the discussion, then it 
cannot be credited as contributing to the discussion. Course materials for each module includes 
materials from prior modules.   


• Maximum 100 words for each response (so choose your words carefully!) 



http://my.ucf.edu/

https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk

https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk

https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk

https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk

https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk





• Minimum responses: 1 (there is no maximum, but no more than three are expected) 


Guidelines & Tips 


1. As a tip, when I am reading or watching material I always pause after each section (or 
subsection) and summarize its main points (and note page numbers of key assertions). I 
organize my notes using the exact headings of the materials given (e.g., chapters, 
primary section, secondary section, and so on). Keep your notes handy when 
constructing your responses—and later at the final exam.  


2. Please be sure to be sensitive to wordings or statements that can be implied as 
suggesting any sort of stereotyping, or exclusivity, of the multiple and varied identities 
we have as people. These include BIPOC (Black, Indigenous, People of Color) and LGBTQ 
(lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and queer or questioning) identities. This class is 
inclusive, welcoming, and respectful of everyone equally. 


3. Always have course content. An entree that is not at all from course material cannot be 
credited as contributing to the discussion. 


4. Don’t wait! Anyone who waits until that last minute to submit their Discussion Prompts 
will not have time to read other entries and respond to them. Without discussion 
responses the maximum points possible is 5, for a grade of 71 for the discussion.  


5. Citing course materials. Whenever you refer to a *specific* passage in the course 
materials and it is a potentially controversial claim, you should cite the material in 
standard format (see proper citation in Course Paper page). For video presentations, 
cite the minute (e.g., Module 1, Part 2, minutes 8-9). 


6. Sources. Whenever a statement of fact is asserted that challenges a statement of fact 
expressed in the course materials or otherwise matters in a discussion, the source of the 
statement of fact must be cited and its link provided (source information not included in 
the word count). Outside sources are usually not expected, however. 


7. Use your own words. If a contribution is all lecture catch phrases it can be difficult to 
discern if the student grasps the material. 


8. Do not rely on jargon. Everything you write should be universally understandable. For 
instance, ‘Why do trees have leaves’? The answer ‘for photosynthesis’ is not a 
universally understandable explanation and therefore not a good answer even as it may 
be verbatim from course material. The answer ‘the leaves convert sunlight into carbon 
dioxide that trees need to grow’ is a universally understandable explanation. 


 
Appendix B: Course Paper 


Feel free to use any of the following examples of prior paper topics in this course: 


• Is globalization Americanization? 
• Does the U.S. act imperial? 







• Pick a case where the US has been accused of acting as an imperial power and explore it 
further to determine if the US actually acted in ways that meet one of the definitions of 
imperialism as defined in class. 


• Do US cotton subsidies harm developing country cotton exporters? 
• Does globalization mean free (unfettered) trade? 
• Does the country lack an innovative export sector? Why? 
• Does the country have a trading sector that might be affected by the internal politics of 


another country? 
• Which system of government creates a more effective economy, democracy or 


autocracy? 
• Does poverty cause conflict? 
• Does globalization cause poverty in developing countries? 
• Does globalization cause conflict in developing countries? 
• Does ethnic diversity hinder economic growth? 
• Does ethnic diversity cause conflict? 
• What causes political extremism (or terrorism or anti-Americanism)? 
• Does democracy cause development or does development cause democracy? 
• Does ethnic diversity impede democracy? 
• Does ethnic diversity cause conflict? 
• Does ethnic diversity cause terrorism? 
• Does ethnic diversity impede economic development? 
• Does globalization cause poverty? 
• Does democracy reduce the risk of war between countries? 
• Does democracy reduce the risk of civil war? 
• What causes coups? 


Organize your paper as follows, using these primary headings: 


1. Introduction 


The purpose of the introduction is to draw interest (why does the topic matter?), identify the 
purpose of the paper, summarize your main findings, and outline the paper structure. The latter 
is essential: All papers need to give readers a mapping. A common technique is to have as the 
first sentence of (perhaps) the last paragraph of the introduction as follows: “This paper is 
organized as follows. First . . .” Make sure all the primary headings (not necessarily the titles of 
them) are noted here as first, second, etc. 


2. The Issue 


Summarize your issue as addressed in course materials. Be sure to cover everything related 
with your issue from class. Try to organize this section in a way that leads to a research 
question to explore, or your thesis to support. In the last paragraph of this section, identify (or 
repeat) your question or thesis. 







3. Findings 


In this section you report the results of your research. What do the academic studies say 
regarding your research question, or support for your thesis? You must have at least three 
academic citations; a good paper would have at least five. Academic citations include only 
citations to academic journals and books published by university presses (some other book 
presses are academic – you will have to ask me). Nothing else counts as academic, including 
encyclopedias, magazines, and newspapers, though these are fine as additional citations (for 
this assignment the assigned books for class do not count as academic citations in your paper). 
If you are not familiar with using the library, please ask for assistance from the library's 
personnel, take workshops provided by the library, or visit the library's website 
(http://library.ucf.edu/). Knowing how to do research is an essential part of a liberal arts degree 
and being a part of this world. 


4. Conclusion 


Repeat your question or thesis, and why it matters. Summarize what your paper has done and 
your findings. Suggest next steps forward. Try to end with a final sentence that poetically 
expresses the main point you want to express with your paper. 


Assessment Rubric 


1. Quality of research. Does paper appear written to fit the citations (bad), or does the 
cited research fit seamlessly with the research question or thesis (good)? Is there an 
adequate number of academic citations? 20% 


2. Paper organization followed. 10% 
3. Paper rules followed (see rules below). 5% 
4. APA citation rules followed (see rules below). 5% 
5. Grammar (sentence flow). 5% 
6. Paragraph construction (see tips below). 5% 
7. Introduction. 10% 
8. Conclusion. 10% 
9. Overall quality. 30% 


Project Guidelines 


1. Title page should contain the following information on separate lines: Title, author, 
date, and word count. 


2. No abstract. 
3. Please use sans-serif font, which is easier to read on a computer screen than serif font. 
4. Original sources should be fully cited, not the library. 
5. If you quote material, you must provide the page number (or numbers) in the citation. 


Example: (Mousseau 2006:74-75). 







6. If you refer to a specific passage in the publication rather than the general thesis of the 
publication you must provide the page number (or numbers) in the citation. Example: 
(Mousseau 2006:74-75). 


7. When making an in-text citation in sentence, the period ending the sentence goes after 
the in text citation. For example: " . . . found that the chicken came first (Mousseau, 
2006)." Notice there IS NO PERIOD BEFORE THE FIRST PARENTHESES. To cite course 
videos, cite the module, part, and minute. For instance: (Module 1, Part 2, minutes 8-9). 


8. Wherever you quote an author you must provide the page number (or numbers) in the 
citation. Also do this whenever you refer to a specific passage in the publication rather 
than the general thesis of the publication. E.g.: (Mousseau 2006: 74-75). Follow APA 
citation procedures outlined below. This additionally means do not write phrases like, 
"in a article/book published by XXX press . . .". 


9. For each reference in the bibliography, you should put the hyperlink to that citation, if 
possible. Original sources should be fully cited, not the library. 


10. Do not write as if talking to your instructor. For instance, do not write: “In my paper, I 
mainly focus . . .”; or "In this class my favorite topic was . . .". 


Tips for a Good Paper 


1. A good paper is well organized, broken into sections and, sometimes, subsections. For 
the reader to grasp the organization, use ALL CAPS as primary headings, and Italics for 
secondary headings, if you have them. The first letter in most words in headings should 
be uppercase. 


2. Most good paragraphs start with a sentence that captures the main point of the 
paragraph. The rest of the paragraph explicates the main point; try to end with a 
sentence that summarizes it. 


3. Paragraphs over two-hundred and fifty words (excluding footnotes) are often too long. 
4. Make generous use of examples to illustrate your points. Analogies too may be helpful. 
5. Write in an active prose. For instance, “This paper argues . . .” or “I argue . . .” are far 


better than “In this paper, I will argue. . .” 
6. Avoid rhetorical questions unless you answer them. 
7. When wondering how to explain something, just do an outline as if you are explaining it 


in words. I find the result often makes the best way to structure a paragraph or section. 
8. Do not start a paper citing an encyclopedia to define a term. Just don't. 
9. Every factual claim that is not universally understood as true needs a citation to a source 


making the claim. If it is necessary to cite the same source twice in a row, the second 
citation can be simply "ibid." (see below). If your only source for a key claim is not a 
valid academic one, a paper's arguments can lay on weak grounds. Everyone should shy 
away from obviously biased sources, like "Rightwing News" or "Marxist Revolutionary 
Review". 


10. Write clearly what you intend to express: do not simply imply things and assume the 
reader gets the implication. Similarly, do not merely allude to things, use word games, 
or use slang or jargon. Write as if your audience is from a different culture: make every 
sentence representative of what you mean to say. For instance, do not use catch 







phrases like “play the democracy card,” or write that "X only did Y." The word "only" 
means something else was supposed to be done - just say whatever that is. Never leave 
anything for the reader to guess at or interpret. 


11. Do not use the words “proven” or “disproven” unless you are referring to a logical or 
math proof. Use instead terms such as “for” and “against”, “supportive”, 
"corroborates”, etc. 


12. Once you think you have it right, do something else for few days. After that, at your next 
reading you may be amazed at how incomprehensible parts of your paper are. A good 
paper is re-drafted dozens of times, with some gaps in time between some drafts. 


13. Make your paper look smart and clean: 
1. If a section heading is at the bottom of a page with its content starting on the 


next page, just move the heading to the next page to be above its content. It is 
dreadful to find a section heading hanging all alone at the bottom of a page.  


2. If a section heading is aligned left, do not indent the first line of the first 
paragraph of the section. 


3. Do not put extra space between paragraphs: there is no reason for it with 
indenting. 


14. The University Writing Center (UWC) offers writing support to UCF students from first-
year to graduate in every discipline. Trained peer consultants provide help at every 
stage of the writing process, including understanding assignments, researching, drafting, 
revising, incorporating sources, and learning to proofread and edit. The UWC’s purpose 
is not merely to fix papers or to make better writers, but to teach writers strategies to 
navigate complex situations for writing, both in and outside the University. 
Consultations are available for individuals and small groups. To make the best use of the 
UWC, visit far enough before your due date to allow yourself time to revise after your 
consultation, browse the writing resources on our website, and arrange a regular weekly 
appointment if you’d like long-term help. You may schedule a 45-minute appointment 
by phone or by using the TutorTrac scheduler on our website; walk-in consultations are 
also available. In addition, the UWC seeks graduate and undergraduate tutors from all 
majors; contact the UWC to learn more about peer writing consulting and ENC 
4275/5276: Theory & Practice of Tutoring Writing, our three-credit tutor-education 
course. http://uwc.ucf.edu/Links to an external site.Links to an external site.Links to an 
external site. 


Plagiarism 


In an instructional setting, plagiarism occurs when a writer deliberately uses someone else’s 
language, ideas, or other original (not common-knowledge) material without acknowledging its 
source. This definition applies to texts published in print or on-line, to manuscripts, and to the 
work of other student writers.  


Misuse of Sources 



http://uwc.ucf.edu/

http://uwc.ucf.edu/





A student who attempts (even if clumsily) to identify and credit his or her source, but who 
misuses a specific citation format or incorrectly uses quotation marks or other forms of 
identifying material taken from other sources, has not plagiarized. Instead, such a student 
should be considered to have failed to cite and document sources appropriately.  


APA Citation Procedures 


If I write: “Early on, Gordon established the classic collective action problem for fisheries, and 
even today we continue to erode the potential rent in almost all fisheries." there should be a 
citation in the text like below: 


“Early on, Gordon (1954) established the classic collective action problem for fisheries, and 
even today we continue to erode the potential rent in almost all fisheries." 


And, if you are using a quote from the source, you must also pinpoint the page number of the 
text it is taken from like: 


Gordon warned that, “Common-property natural resources are free goods for the individual 
and scarce goods for society” and they produce no rent (Gordon, 1954: 135). 


If a quote is more than three sentences on your page, it is reported in a block quote without 
quotation marks, but this is the only exception to using quotation marks when using other 
people’s words—the quotation marks are the crucial mechanism that tells the reader you are 
using other people’s words. Good writers tend to use quotations strategically at important 
places in their writing for support. The block quote looks like the text below. Note how each 
assertion is supported with a citation and the different conditions, like the use of “Ibid” and the 
bracketed word “and” that indicates it is not part of the quote but an addition from U.S. to 
make it make sense in context, and the ellipses which indicate we have removed part of the 
text reported. 


________________________________ 


Early on, Gordon (1954) established the classic collective action problem for fisheries, and even 
today we continue to erode the potential rent in almost all fisheries. He warned that, 
“Common-property natural resources are free goods for the individual and scarce goods for 
society” and they produce no rent (Gordon, 1954: 135). 


However, Campling, Havice, and Howard (2012) argue that this traditional approach to fisheries 
as a common property problem has inappropriately reduced the political economy of the World 
Ocean to technicalities that obscure these economic relations: 


Assessments of the policy and practice of resource access in this volume suggest that, whether 
conceptualized around capturing ‘maximum sustainable yield’, ecosystem-based management 
or using fisheries resources for socio-economic development, management (and related social–







property relations) is a political process that is inextricably bound up with processes of capitalist 
accumulation [and]…that fisheries management (whether coordinated by the state or non-state 
entities) is inevitably characterized by unintended (and often uneven) consequences and 
outcomes (p. 192). 


Further, they warn that access to fisheries is conditioned by political conflict that, “dictate 
fisheries use patterns and their socioeconomic and ecological outcomes” (Ibid). 


_______________________________________________________________ 


Then, at the end of your document there must be a list of sources cited in the text: 


References 


Gordon, H. (1954). The Economic Theory of a Common-Property Resource: The Fishery. Journal 
of Political Economy, 62(2), 124-142. doi: 10.2307/1825571 


Campling, L., Havice, E., & Howard, P. M. (2012). The Political Economy and Ecology of Capture 
Fisheries: Market Dynamics, Resource Access and Relations of Exploitation and 
Resistance. Journal of Agrarian Change, 12(2) 


Appendix C. Final Exam Rules & Tips 


The final exam will have one or two broad opened-ended thought questions, which you will 
have one hour to answer. The purpose of the exam is to encourage original and creative writing 
that shows mastery of the material of Module 1. Every student will conduct the exam 
individually, as the emphasis in grading will be given to originality. (As a side note, Turnitin is on 
and plagiarism will be checked.) 


• Question style. The final exam will have one or two broad opened-ended thought 
questions on Module 1, which you will have one hour to answer. For example: “Drawing 
on course video lectures, what are the origins of the modern world?” Expected length: 
500 to 1000 (maximum) words for all questions. 


• Assessment. There is no single “correct” answer. I read each essay carefully to assess if 
the student is familiar with the material and understands the important issues related 
with the question. To do well, you must express depth of knowledge of the Module 1 
lectures and show that you have digested the material. If an answer is not at all from 
course material, the grade is a zero. I deeply discount content that is not informed from 
course material. 


Rules & Tips 


1. Do not draw on anything but course material and common sense. 







2. Wherever you refer to a *specific* passage in the course videos, cite the minute (e.g., 
Module 1, Part 2, minutes 8-9). 


3. Do not include a bibliography or enter links. 
4. Write clearly. It is often a good idea to provide examples or apply analogies, or refer to 


specific events to illustrate your point. 
5. Use your own words. No credit is given for phrases cut-pasted from the notes. An essay 


can consist of entirely “correct” responses, but if it is all lecture catch phrases it is 
impossible to know if the student grasps the material, resulting in a high risk of a zero 
grade. 


6. Do not rely on jargon. Everything you write should be universally understandable. For 
instance, ‘Why do trees have leaves’? The answer ‘for photosynthesis’ is not a 
universally understandable explanation and therefore not a good answer even as it may 
be verbatim from course material. The answer ‘the leaves convert sunlight into carbon 
dioxide that trees need to grow’ is a universally understandable explanation, so it 
indicates you understand the material. 
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COURSE SYLLABUS 
Fall 2021 


Dr. Bruce Farcau 
 


I.  Textbooks (Required) 
 
 Kissinger, Henry, Diplomacy, New York:  Simon and Schuster, 1994. 
 
 


FURTHER READING FOR EXTRA CREDIT PROJECT 
 


Aitken, Jonathan, Nixon:  A Life 
Bishop, Jim, FDR’s Last Year 
Bobitt, Phillip, The Shield of Achilles:  Wa:, Peace and the Course of History, Terror and 
Consent 
Brown, Archie, The Rise and Fall of Communism  
Carr, Caleb, The Lessons of Terror 
Chang, Jung, Mao 
De Gaulle, Charles, The Complete War Memoirs of Charles De Gaulle 
Dos Pasos, John, Mr. Wilson’s War 
Evans, M. Stanton, Blacklisted by History 
Ferguson, Niall, The Pity of War. 
Fleming, Thomas, The New Dealers’ War 
Friedman, George, The Future of War 
Friedman, Norman, The Fifty Year War 
Friedman, Thomas, From Beirut to Jerusalem 
Fursenko and Naftali, Khrushchev’s Cold War 
Garthoff, Raymond, Detente and Confrontation 
Glenny, Misha, Balkans 
Halberstam, David, The Best and the Brightest, War in a Time of Peace 
Isaacson, Walter, The Wise Men 
Kagan, Robert, The Return of History 
Kennedy, Paul, The Rise and Fall of the Great Powers 
Kepel, Gilles, Jihad:  The Trail of Political Islam 
Kissinger, Henry, A World Restored, White House Years, Years of Upheaval, Years of Renewal, 


Does America Need a Foreign Policy?, World Order. 
Laqueur, Walter, The New Terrorism 
McCullough, David, Truman 
McDougall, Walter, Promised Land, Crusader State:  The American Encounter wit the World 
Since 1776. 
Mearsheimer, John, The Tragedy of Great Power Politics 







Meredith, Martin, The Fate of Africa 
Meyer, G.J., A World Undone, The World Remade 
Montefiore, Simon Sebag, Stalin: The Court of the Red Tsar 
Moyar, Mark, Triumph Forsaken 
Nixon, Richard, Six Crises, The Real War, No More Vietnams 
Nolan, Cathan, The Allure of Battle 
Podhoretz, Norman, World War IV 
Tooze, Adam, The Deluge:  The Great War, America and the Remaking of the Global Order 
1916-1931 
Van Creveld, Martin, The Rise and Decline of the State 
Woodward, Robert, Plan of Attack, Obama’s Wars 
 
   
II Office hours will generally be MWF from 0800-0900 via zoom or another time could be 
arranged with the instructor.  Students with general questions can also pose them via the chat 
option during class.  The instructor can also be reached at bruce.farcau@ucf.edu.  ALL papers 
for the course are to be submitting via webcourses..Class will meet MWF from 0930-1020 via 
zoom from 11 Janujary through 26 April 2021. 
 
III.  Course Description 
 
INR 4030 
DIPLOMACY 
Theory, concepts, and practice of diplomacy in the modern world with a special focus on the 
personalities who made European and American foreign policy in the 19th and 20th centuries and 
on current international issues.     
 
IV.  Test and Grading Policy 
 
 A.  There will be three (3) exams, none of which will be comprehensive.  Each exam is 
worth 25% of the final grade.  All tests will be provided via webcourses and will consist of two 
600-word essays in answer to two questions out of a list provided.  Tests must be submitted via 
webcourses within 72 hours.  Later papers will NOT be accepted.  Tests will be based on the 
texts and explanations of that material provided in lecture.  Students are expected to construct a 
coherent, complete discussion of the question in their own words.  No citations are needed. 
 
 B.  A term paper of a minimum of 8 pages of text (typed, double-spaced, with Times 
New Roman 12-point font and standard margins) besides bibliography, and any illustrations, and 
footnotes.  The paper should focus on the career and strategies of a major figure in the history of 
diplomacy (such as Richelieu, Bismarck, Nixon, etc.)  The topic should be approved by the 
instructor no later than February 28th.  The paper should draw on at least six sources, but not 
including the course text or general encyclopedias.  As a rule of thumb, internet sources that do 
not provide an author’s name are not acceptable, and sources should not consist solely of journal 
articles.  Direct quotes should be kept to a minimum.  The paper will be worth 25% of your 
grade.  The term paper will be due on or before April 9th, submitted via webcourses.  Late 
papers will be accepted by April 16th , but will suffer a 10-point penalty.  Papers will be 







accepted up to April 23rd, but for a 25-point penalty.  Papers will NOT be accepted after 
that date. DO NOT WAIT UNTIL THE LAST MINUTE!  
 
 C.  Students will have the opportunity to earn up to 10 extra credit points (i.e., added to a 
test score) by submitting a 4-page, typed report on any of the books on the list provided.  
Students are welcome to offer additional titles of other books related to the course subject for 
approval as well.  This will be due by April 23rd.  Extra credit will NOT be accepted after that 
date. 
 
 D.  Each test (modified for extra credit) and the term paper are all worth the same weight 
toward the final grade.  The percentage grade on each test will be averaged to result in the final 
grade.  The grade scale will be: 
   
  59 below = F 
  60-69      = D 
  70-79      = C 
  80-89      = B 
  90 above = A 
 
V.  Competencies 
 
 Students will learn to analyze information about international relations and relate it to 
current events under discussion.  They will be able to argue and explain their conclusions about 
such events.  Students will learn to recognize tactics of persuasion used by diplomats and to 
evaluate their points of view.  Students will learn to express their views both in writing and 
orally and defend their positions when questioned.  Students will be able to apply what they have 
learned in daily life, both when reading about international events and when exercising their 
rights and responsibilities as citizens. 


 
SCHEDULE 


(Subject to Change – Note that no specific dates for tests are given) 
 


WEEK    TOPIC     TEXT - CHAPTER 
 
1       Basic IR Terms   N/A 
 
2    The American Philosophy of   Diplomacy, 2 
    Foreign Affairs 


 
3    The Rise of the Nation-State  Diplomacy, 3 
      Richelieu and Napoleon 
 
4    The Balance of Power   Diplomacy, 4-5 
    Metternich and the Concert of 
    Vienna 
 







5             The Weakening of the Balance Diplomacy 6 
    Napleon III and Bismarck 
 
6    The Roots of World War I  Diplomacy, 7-8 
 


    FIRST TEST 
 
7    Collective Security - Versailles Diplomacy, 9-10 
    Wilson and the Idealists 
 
8    The Fall of Versailles   Diplomacy, 11-12 
    and the League of Nations 
         
9    Chamberlain and Hitler  Diplomacy 13 
 
 
10    World War II     Diplomacy, 14 
    Roosevelt, Churchill and Stalin Diplomacy 14 
 
11    World War II    Diplomacy 15-17 
    Origins of the Cold War 
 


    SECOND TEST 
 


12    Containment    Diplomacy, 18-19 
    Truman, Eisenhower, Kennedy 
    and Khrushchev 
 
13    SPRING BREAK 


      
14    Vietnam    Diplomacy, 25-27 
    Kennedy – Nixon - Brezhnev 
       
15    Détente    Diplomacy, 28-29 
    Nixon – Carter 
 
16    Reagan and Gorbachev  Diplomacy, 30, 31 
    The New World Order 
    End of the Cold War    Diplomacy, 1 
      


THIRD TEST (Finals week) 
 


STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES: 
 
 A.  Students are expected to attend every class, barring illness or true emergency.  It is 
unlikely that a good grade can be earned without regular attendance in class, but attendance will 







not count as part of the grade.  It is the responsibility of the student to obtain lecture notes from 
another student in case of need. 
 
 B.  Punctuality:  Classes will start promptly as scheduled.  If arriving late, please enter as 
discreetly as possible.  Do not leave until class is dismissed. 
 
 C.  Courtesy:  Beepers and cell phones should be turned off during class.  There should 
be no eating or drinking during class.  Any questions should be directed to the instructor, and the 
only other talking should be in response to questions from the instructor or at his direction.  
 
 D.  Cheating:  All written work should be your own.  Plagiarizing on term papers or 
otherwise cheating on tests will result in an automatic F grade for the entire course. 
 
 E.  Graded papers will be returned to the student.  Students should retain their copies until 
after receiving their final course grade. 
 
1. Academic Integrity (faculty members may elect to include only those items that are relevant 
to the types of assignments in their courses)  


Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of Conduct at 
<http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/process/roc>. According to Section 1, “Academic Misconduct,” students 
are prohibited from engaging in   
a. Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information or 
study aids in any academic exercise unless specifically authorized by the instructor of record. The 
unauthorized possession of examination or course‐related material also constitutes cheating.   
b. Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral means: The presentation 
of material which has not been studied or learned, but rather was obtained through someone else’s 
efforts and used as part of an examination, course assignment, or project.   
c. Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to another person, student, 
and/or uploading course material to a third‐party vendor without authorization or without the 
express written permission of the university and the instructor. Course materials include but are not 
limited to class notes, Instructor’s PowerPoints, course syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, instruction 
sheets, homework, study guides, handouts, etc.  
d. Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work.   
e. Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the source, thereby 
attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s own.   
f. Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than once without 
the express written permission of the instructor.   
g. Helping another violate academic behavior standards.   
  
For more information about Academic Integrity, students may consult The Center for Academic 
Integrity <https://academicintegrity.org/>.  
  
For more information about plagiarism and misuse of sources, see “Defining and Avoiding 
Plagiarism: The WPA Statement on Best Practices” <http://wpacouncil.org/node/9>.   


  
Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating  







Students should also familiarize themselves with the procedures for academic misconduct in UCF’s 
student handbook, The Golden Rule <http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/docs/goldenrule.pdf>. UCF 
faculty members have a responsibility for students’ education and the value of a UCF degree, and so 
seek to prevent unethical behavior and when necessary respond to academic misconduct. Penalties 
can include a failing grade in an assignment or in the course, suspension or expulsion from the 
university, and/or a “Z Designation” on a student’s official transcript indicating academic dishonesty, 
where the final grade for this course will be preceded by the letter Z. For more information about 
the Z Designation, see <http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade>.    


  
2. Course Accessibility Statement (this language was provided by Student Accessibility Services)  


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all persons with 
disabilities. Students with disabilities who need disability‐related access in this course should 
contact the professor as soon as possible. Students should also connect with Student Accessibility 
Services (SAS) <http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/> (Ferrell Commons 185, sas@ucf.edu, phone 407‐823‐
2371). Through Student Accessibility Services, a Course Accessibility Letter may be created and sent 
to professors, which informs faculty of potential access and accommodations that might be 
reasonable. Determining reasonable access and accommodations requires consideration of the 
course design, course learning objectives and the individual academic and course barriers 
experienced by the student.  


  
3. Campus Safety Statement   


Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise during class, everyone needs to work 
together. Students should be aware of their surroundings and familiar with some basic safety and 
security concepts.   
 In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance.   
 Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall near the door. 
Students should make a note of the guide’s physical location and review the online version at 
<http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html>.  
 Students should know the evacuation routes from each of their classrooms and have a plan for 
finding safety in case of an emergency.  
 If there is a medical emergency during class, students may need to access a first‐aid kit or AED 
(Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those are located, see 
<http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/workplacesafety.html> (click on link from menu on left).  
 To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text alerts by 
going to <my.ucf.edu> and logging in. Click on “Student Self Service” located on the left side of the 
screen in the toolbar, scroll down to the blue “Personal Information” heading on the Student Center 
screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the information, including e‐mail address, cell phone number, 
and cell phone provider, click “Apply” to save the changes, and then click “OK.”  
 Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their instructors 
outside of class.  
 To learn about how to manage an active‐shooter situation on campus or elsewhere, consider 
viewing this video (<https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk>).   


  
Campus Safety Statement for Students in Online‐Only Courses  


Though most emergency situations are primarily relevant to courses that meet in person, such 
incidents can also impact online students, either when they are on or near campus to participate in 
other courses or activities or when their course work is affected by off‐campus emergencies. The 
following policies apply to courses in online modalities.   







 To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text alerts by 
going to <my.ucf.edu> and logging in. Click on “Student Self Service” located on the left side of the 
screen in the toolbar, scroll down to the blue “Personal Information” heading on the Student Center 
screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the information, including e‐mail address, cell phone number, 
and cell phone provider, click “Apply” to save the changes, and then click “OK.”  
 Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their instructors 
outside of class.  
  


4. Make‐Up Assignments for Authorized University Events or Co‐curricular Activities  
Students who represent the university in an authorized event or activity (for example, student‐
athletes) and who are unable to meet a course deadline due to a conflict with that event must 
provide the instructor with documentation in advance to arrange a make‐up. No penalty will be 
applied. For more information, see the UCF policy at: <http://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4‐
401.1MakeupAssignmentsForAuthorizedUniversityEventsOrCocurricularActivities.pdf)  
  


5. Religious Observances  
Students must notify their instructor in advance if they intend to miss class for a religious 
observance. For more information, see the UCF policy at:   
<http://regulations.ucf.edu/chapter5/documents/5.020ReligiousObservancesFINALOct17.pdf>.  


  
6. Deployed Active Duty Military Students  


Students who are deployed active duty military and/or National Guard personnel and require 
accommodation should contact their instructors as soon as possible after the semester begins 
and/or after they receive notification of deployment to make related arrangements.  
  


Required	Statement	Regarding	COVID‐19	
University-Wide Face Covering Policy for Common Spaces and Face-to-Face 
Classes 


To protect members of our community, everyone is required to wear a facial covering 
inside all common spaces including classrooms 
(https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/PolicyEmergencyCOVIDReturnPolicy.pdf. Students 
who choose not to wear facial coverings will be asked to leave the classroom by the 
instructor. If they refuse to leave the classroom or put on a facial covering, they may be 
considered disruptive (please see the Golden Rule for student behavior expectations). 
Faculty have the right to cancel class if the safety and well-being of class members are 
in jeopardy. Students will be responsible for the material that would have been covered 
in class as provided by the instructor. 


Notifications in Case of Changes to Course Modality 


Depending on the course of the pandemic during the semester, the university may 
make changes to the way classes are offered. If that happens, please look for 
announcements or messages in Webcourses@UCF or Knights email about changes 
specific to this course. 


COVID-19 and Illness Notification 







Students who believe they may have a COVID-19 diagnosis should contact UCF 
Student Health Services (407-823-2509) so proper contact tracing procedures can take 
place. 


Students should not come to campus if they are ill, are experiencing any symptoms of 
COVID-19, have tested positive for COVID, or if anyone living in their residence has 
tested positive or is sick with COVID-19 symptoms. CDC guidance for COVID-19 
symptoms is located here: (https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-
testing/symptoms.html) 


Students should contact their instructor(s) as soon as possible if they miss class for any 
illness reason to discuss reasonable adjustments that might need to be made. When 
possible, students should contact their instructor(s) before missing class. 


In Case of Faculty Illness 


If the instructor falls ill during the semester, there may be changes to this course, 
including having a backup instructor take over the course. Please look for 
announcements or mail in Webcourses@UCF or Knights email for any alterations to this 
course. 


Course Accessibility and Disability COVID-19 Supplemental Statement 


Accommodations may need to be added or adjusted should this course shift from an on-
campus to a remote format. Students with disabilities should speak with their instructor 
and should contact sas@ucf.edu to discuss specific accommodations for this or other 
courses. 
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POS7745.0001: Advanced Quantitative Methods in Political Research 
Fall 2021 


 
Thursday, 2pm – 4:50pm EST 


HPH O409 
 
Instructor: Dr. Kelsey Larsen 
Office: HPH 302J 
Email: kelsey.larsen@ucf.edu 
Phone: 407-823-1482 
Office Hours: 


- Monday 12pm – 2pm  
- Tuesday 1:30 – 2:30pm 


You can pre-reserve your Office Hours slots at 
https://calendly.com/kelseylarsen/officehours 
(see Instructor Contact Information below for more guidance) 
 
COURSE INFORMATION 
 
Course Description: 
This course introduces doctoral learners to advanced statistical methods for solving challenging 
issues in security environments. Students will learn how to appropriately identify, interpret, and 
execute foundational methods for statistical estimation and inference in the field—including 
bivariate/multivariate linear and logistic regression models—in addition to developing basic 
skills in working with time-series, panel, survey, experimental, and other data formats. Students 
will develop first-hand experience in working with complex datasets within STATA, in addition 
to honing their skills in communicating complex statistical phenomena for diverse audiences.   
 
Course Objectives: 
At the end of this course, students will be able to: 


- Identify and execute appropriate statistical techniques for security questions 
- Critically analyze existing research in the field 
- Apply software programs to analyze empirical data 
- Create and clearly communicate foundational empirical conclusions  


 
Required Textbook (hard copy or digital): 
 


- Wooldridge, J. (2019). Introductory Econometrics: A Modern Approach (7th edition). 
Boston, MA: Cengage. 


 
Recommended Textbook:  
 


- Hamilton, Lawrence (2013). Statistics with Stata: Updated for Version 12 (8th edition). 
Boston, MA: Brooks/Cole. 
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Technology Requirement:  
 
In addition to the required text, you will require access to and/or a personal license for STATA, 
as well as any optional analytic software programs (e.g., SPSS and R/RStudio) you may want to 
employ. Computers in the HPH O409 Lab are pre-installed with STATA access for learners. 
Conversely, for those students who prefer downloading a personal copy of STATA directly to 
their computer, they can do so for approximately $48 through the STATA website.   
 
Graded Assignments: 
 
Class Participation (10%) 
Problem Sets (25%) 
Exam I (20%)  
Exam II (20%) 
Data presentation (10%) 
Final Project (15%) 
 
Class Participation (100 points): 
Students are expected to attend every class session, to have read the assigned readings for a 
class section before attending that class, and to actively participate in class 
discussions/engagement opportunities. Class participation will be evaluated based on your 
completion of the first week academic activity, your active engagement with in-class prompts, 
your timely submittal of assignments, your completion of a pre-class review, and your 
participation in group activities.   
 
Problem Sets (250 points): 
Learners will be assigned a series of five homework assignments designed to practice the 
empirical skills learned throughout the course. The problem sets will involve a mix of analytical 
and communication-related practice exercises, to be completed and submitted to 
Webcourses@UCF by the deadlines specified. The instructor will provide detailed information 
about the instructions and expectations in each assignment. 
 
Exams I and II (200 points each): 
Learners will complete two exams, designed to assess their understanding of the lectures, 
readings, and practice exercises. The exams will consist of similar questions to the problem set 
assignments, with detailed information on the formats and materials to be provided by the 
instructor in the weeks prior to each scheduled exam.  
 
Data Presentation (100 points):  
Throughout the course, students will apply the knowledge and skills they are gaining to develop 
and execute their own original empirical analysis project (see below). This process will 
culminate in a 15-20 minute briefing presentation to the class at the end of the semester, 
wherein they will clearly communicate their research question as well as their 
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findings/conclusions, in addition to taking questions from the class. More detail will be 
provided throughout the course. 
 
Final Project (150 points):  
Throughout the course, students will apply the knowledge and skills they are gaining to develop 
and execute their own original empirical analysis project. Specifically, they will formulate 
research questions of interest, survey related literature, locate appropriate data sources, design 
a research methodology, use class tools to evaluate the nature of the relationship, and form 
conclusions about their topic of interest. They will then prepare a final project containing this 
overarching research and submit it to Webcourses@UCF by the appropriate deadline. The final 
project should cite at least 10 peer-reviewed sources on your topic of interest (APA format), 
and should be between 2500-4000 words in length. Most information will be provided in the 
weeks prior to the deadline. 
   
 
Grading Scale  
Letter Grade Percentage Total points 


A 93%-100% 925- 1000 
A- 90-93% 895 - 924 
B+ 87-89% 865 - 894 
B 84-86% 835 - 864 
B- 80-83% 795 - 834 
C+ 77-79% 765 - 794 
C 74-76% 735 - 764 
C- 70-73% 695 - 734 
D+ 67-69% 665 - 694 
D 64-66% 635 - 664 
D- 60-63% 595 - 634 
F 0-59% 0-594 


 
Instructor Contact Information  
 


Office Hours will be held every Monday from 12-2pm EST and every Tuesday from 1:30-2:30pm. 
While we continue to adapt to COVID-19, the format will primarily be via Zoom (with the option 
to attend in person. If you do attend in person, please consider socially distancing and wearing 
a mask—our offices are tightly stacked, and I want to keep you safe).   
 
It’s highly recommended you reserve your Office Hours slot ahead of time to avoid having to 
hang out endlessly in the waiting room. Reservations are easy: First, visit 
https://calendly.com/kelseylarsen/officehours. Then, it’s a simple two-click process:  
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• Select the time/date you'd like to meet and click 'Confirm.' Don't see a time available? 
That means it's already filled up, so see if you can find another that works.  


• Enter some basic details: your name/email, what you're hoping to chat about, and the 
format you'd prefer to meet in.  


• Once your details are entered, click 'Schedule event.' You'll receive an email invitation 
with your personal Zoom link (if applicable), and your dedicated meeting time will be all 
locked in! 


 
Please limit yourself to no more than 2 reservations during a given session, to be sure everyone 
gets their questions answered. If you feel like you’ll need more time than that or have other 
scheduling concerns, contact Dr. Larsen directly to make an appointment. 
 
Of course, you can also message the instructor with questions/concerns anytime--  Dr. Larsen 
pledges to respond to you within 24 hours during the week and 36 hours on weekends. Pro tip 
from her to you: Emails often get responded to around the 5pm hour (so if you submit before 
then, you might get a faster response!).   
 
COVID-19 GUIDANCE  
 
UCF expects that all members of our campus community who are able to do so get vaccinated, 
and we expect all members of our campus community to wear masks indoors, in line with the 
latest CDC guidelines. Masks are required in approved clinical or health care settings. 
 
If the instructor falls ill during the semester, there may be temporary changes to this course, 
including having a backup instructor take over the course or going remote for a short time. 
Please look for announcements or mail in Webcourses@UCF or Knights email for any 
temporary alterations to this course. 
 
Students who believe they may have been exposed to COVID-19 or who test positive must 
contact UCF Student Health Services (407-823-2509) so proper contact tracing procedures can 
take place. Students should not come to campus if they are ill, are experiencing any symptoms 
of COVID-19 or have tested positive for COVID-19. Students should contact their instructor(s) as 
soon as possible if they miss class for any illness to discuss reasonable adjustments that might 
need to be made. When possible, students should contact their instructor(s) before missing 
class. 
 
Accommodations may need to be added or adjusted should this course shift from an on-
campus to a remote format. Students with disabilities should speak with their instructor and 
should contact sas@ucf.edu to discuss specific accommodations for this or other courses. 
 


UNIVERSITY POLICIES: GENERAL 


Academic Integrity 
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Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of Conduct at 
<https://scai.sdes.ucf.edu/student-rules-of-conduct/>. According to Section 1, “Academic 
Misconduct,” students are prohibited from engaging in: 


1. Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, 
information or study aids in any academic exercise unless specifically authorized by the 
instructor of record. The unauthorized possession of examination or course-related 
material also constitutes cheating. 


2. Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral means: The 
presentation of material which has not been studied or learned, but rather was 
obtained through someone else’s efforts and used as part of an examination, course 
assignment, or project. 


3. Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to another person, 
student, and/or uploading course material to a third-party vendor without authorization 
or without the express written permission of the university and the instructor. Course 
materials include but are not limited to class notes, Instructor’s PowerPoints, course 
syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, instruction sheets, homework, study guides, handouts, etc. 


4. Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work. 
5. Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the source, 


thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s own. 
6. Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than once 


without the express written permission of the instructor. 
7. Helping another violate academic behavior standards. 
8. Soliciting assistance with academic coursework and/or degree requirements. 


Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating 
Students should also familiarize themselves with the procedures for academic misconduct in 
UCF’s student handbook, The Golden Rule<https://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/>. UCF faculty 
members have a responsibility for students’ education and the value of a UCF degree, and so 
seek to prevent unethical behavior and respond to academic misconduct when necessary. 
Penalties for violating rules, policies, and instructions within this course can range from a zero 
on the exercise to an “F” letter grade in the course. In addition, an Academic Misconduct report 
could be filed with the Office of Student Conduct, which could lead to disciplinary warning, 
disciplinary probation, or deferred suspension or separation from the University through 
suspension, dismissal, or expulsion with the addition of a “Z” designation on one’s transcript. 


Being found in violation of academic conduct standards could result in a student having to 
disclose such behavior on a graduate school application, being removed from a leadership 
position within a student organization, the recipient of scholarships, participation in University 
activities such as study abroad, internships, etc. 


Let’s avoid all of this by demonstrating values of honesty, trust, and integrity. No grade is worth 
compromising your integrity and moving your moral compass. Stay true to doing the right thing: 
talk to your instructor, make a plan, take a compromise rather than a shortcut. 
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Please note: Students are not allowed to use GroupMe, WhatsApp, or any other form of 
technology to exchange course material associated with a graded assignment, quiz, test, et 
cetera. Just because you may not be in a formal classroom setting while taking a quiz or test 
does not mean that the completion of graded work should not be treated with integrity. 


The following is not all inclusive of what is considered academic misconduct. These examples 
show how the use of technology can be considered academic misconduct and could result in 
the same penalties as cheating in a face-to-face class: 


• Taking a screen shot of an online quiz or test question, posting it to GroupMe or 
WhatsApp, and asking for assistance is considered academic misconduct. 


• Answering an online quiz or test question posted to GroupMe or WhatsApp is 
considered academic misconduct. Giving advice, assistance, or suggestions on how to 
complete a question associated with an online assignment, quiz, or test is considered 
academic misconduct. 


• The use of outside assistance from another student or by searching the internet, 
Googling for answers, use of websites such as Quizlet, Course Hero, Chegg Study, etc. 
is considered academic misconduct. 


• Gathering to take an online quiz or test with others and sharing answers in the process 
is considered academic misconduct. 


If a student or group of students are found to be exchanging material associated with a graded 
assignment, quiz, or test through any form of technology (GroupMe, WhatsApp, etc.), or use 
outside assistance (Googling answers, use of websites such as Quizlet, Course Hero, Chegg 
Study, etc.), they could receive anywhere from a zero grade on the exercise to an “F” in the 
course depending on the act. 


Course Accessibility: 
 
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all persons 
with disabilities. Students with disabilities who need access to course content due to course 
design limitations should contact the professor as soon as possible. Students should also 
connect with Student Accessibility Services (SAS) <http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/> (Ferrell Commons 
185, sas@ucf.edu, phone 407-823-2371). For students connected with SAS, a Course 
Accessibility Letter may be created and sent to professors, which informs faculty of potential 
course access and accommodations that might be necessary and reasonable. Determining 
reasonable access and accommodations requires consideration of the course design, course 
learning objectives and the individual academic and course barriers experienced by the student. 
Further conversation with SAS, faculty and the student may be warranted to ensure an 
accessible course experience. 
 
Campus Safety: 
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Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise during class, everyone needs to work 
together. Students should be aware of their surroundings and familiar with some basic safety 
and security concepts. 


• In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance. 
• Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall near the 


door. Students should make a note of the guide’s physical location and review the 
online version at <http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html>. 


• Students should know the evacuation routes from each of their classrooms and have a 
plan for finding safety in case of an emergency. 


• If there is a medical emergency during class, students may need to access a first-aid kit 
or AED (Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those are located, see 
<https://ehs.ucf.edu/automated-external-defibrillator-aed-locations>. 


• To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text 
alerts by going to <https://my.ucf.edu> and logging in. Click on “Student Self Service” 
located on the left side of the screen in the toolbar, scroll down to the blue “Personal 
Information” heading on the Student Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the 
information, including e-mail address, cell phone number, and cell phone provider, click 
“Apply” to save the changes, and then click “OK.” 


• Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their 
instructors outside of class. 


• To learn about how to manage an active-shooter situation on campus or elsewhere, 
consider viewing this video (<https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk>). 


Deployed Active Duty Military: 
 
Students who are deployed active duty military and/or National Guard personnel and require 
accommodation should contact their instructors as soon as possible after the semester begins 
and/or after they receive notification of deployment to make related arrangements. 
 
Authorized University Events/Co-curricular Activities: 
Students who represent the university in an authorized event or activity (for example, student-
athletes) and who are unable to meet a course deadline due to a conflict with that event must 
provide the instructor with documentation in advance to arrange a make-up. No penalty will be 
applied. For more information, see the UCF policy at <https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-
401.pdf> 
 
Religious Observances: 
Students must notify their instructor in advance if they intend to miss class for a religious 
observance. For more information, see the UCF policy at  
<http://regulations.ucf.edu/chapter5/documents/5.020ReligiousObservancesFINALJan19.pdf>. 
 
Copyright:  
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This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, images, text 
materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use doctrine in order to 
enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, download or distribute these 
items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for this online classroom environment and 
your use only. All copyright materials are credited to the copyright holder. 
 
Students may, without prior notice, record video or audio of a class lecture for a class in which 
the student is enrolled for their own personal educational use.  A class lecture is defined as a 
formal or methodical oral presentation as part of a university course intended to present 
information or teach students about a particular subject. Recording classroom activities other 
than class lectures, including but not limited to lab sessions, student presentations (whether 
individually or part of a group), class discussion (except when incidental to and incorporated 
within a class lecture), clinical presentations such as patient history, academic exercises 
involving student participation, test or examination administrations, field trips, and private 
conversations is prohibited. Recordings may not be used as a substitute for class participation 
and class attendance, and may not be published or shared without the written consent of the 
faculty member. Failure to adhere to these requirements may constitute a violation of the 
University’s Student Code of Conduct as described in the Golden Rule. 


Technology Requirements: 
You will be expected to have daily access to the internet and email, given that important course 
assignments and announcements will be delivered via Webcourses@UCF. All students at UCF 
are required to obtain a Knight’s Email account and check it regularly for official university 
communications. Students are also required to use the Canvas communication tools or their 
Knight’s email account to communicate with the instructor; please note that if you use a 
personal email account, it may be designated as spam.  
 
Academic Engagement Requirement: 
 
All instructors/faculty are required to document students’ academic activity at the beginning of 
each course. In order to document that you began this course, please complete the 
Webcourses@UCF quiz in the course site by the end of the first week of classes or as soon as 
possible after adding the course. Failure to do so may result in a delay in the disbursement of 
your financial aid. 
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COURSE SCHEDULE 
The following schedule offers an approximate guide to topics/readings, but is subject to amendment with advance notice.  
 


Date Topic Readings Important Notes 


26 August Course introduction - (Optional) Kastellec, J. & Leoni, E. (2007). Using graphs instead of 
tables in Political Science. Perspectives on Politics 5(4), 755-771. 


- (Optional) Schrodt, P. A. (2014). Seven deadly sins of contemporary 
quantitative political analysis. Journal of Peace Research, 51(2), 
287-300. [Webcourses@UCF] 
 


 


02 
September 


No class (University 
Special Event)  


- None  


09 
September 


Uncertainty, Inference, 
and Hypothesis Testing 


- Wooldridge Chapter 1 
- Wooldridge, Refresher C 
 


HW#1 due 9/9 at 
11:59pm EST 


16 
September 


The Linear Model pt. 1 - Wooldridge, Chapter 2 
- Valentino, N. A., Neuner, F. G., Kamin, J., & Bailey, M. (2020). 


Testing Snowden’s Hypothesis Does Mere Awareness Drive 
Opposition to Government Surveillance?. Public Opinion 
Quarterly, 84(4), 958-985. 
 


 


23 
September 


The Linear Model pt. 2 - Wooldridge Chapter 3 
- Calderaro, A., & Craig, A. J. (2020). Transnational governance of 


cybersecurity: policy challenges and global inequalities in cyber 
capacity building. Third World Quarterly, 41(6), 917-938. 


- Dyrstad, K., Bakke, K. M., & Binningsbø, H. M. (2021). Perceptions 
of Peace Agreements and Political Trust in Post-War Guatemala, 
Nepal, and Northern Ireland. International Peacekeeping, 1-26. 


HW#2 due 9/23 at 
11:59pm EST 
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30 
September  


Dummy Explanatory 
Variables and 
Interaction Terms   


- Wooldridge Chapter 6-2c 
- Brambor, T., Clark, W. R., & Golder, M. (2006). Understanding 


interaction models: Improving empirical analyses. Political 
analysis, 14(1), 63-82. 


 


07 October  Heteroskedasticity, 
Multicollinearity, and 
Other Things to 
Consider 


- Wooldridge Chapter 8 HW#3 due 10/7 at 
11:59pm EST 


14 October EXAM 1 - None EXAM 1 due at 5pm 
EST 


21 October Dummy Dependent 
Variables 


- Wooldridge Chapter 7-5 
- Steinert, J. I., & Grimm, S. (2015). Too good to be true? United 


Nations peacebuilding and the democratization of war-torn 
states. Conflict Management and Peace Science, 32(5), 513-535 
 


 


28 October  Introduction to Panel 
and Time-Series Data 


- Wooldridge Chapter 10 
- Wooldridge Chapter 13 
 


 


04 November Surveys, Experiments, 
and Alternative 
Methods 


- Baele, S. J., Lewis, D., Hoeffler, A., Sterck, O. C., & Slingeneyer, T. 
(2018). The ethics of security research: An ethics framework for 
contemporary security studies. International Studies 
Perspectives, 19(2), 105-127. 


- Blaydes, L., & Gillum, R. M. (2013). Religiosity-of-interviewer 
effects: Assessing the impact of veiled enumerators on survey 
response in Egypt. Politics and Religion, 6(3), 459-482 


- Ward, M. D., Stovel, K., & Sacks, A. (2011). Network analysis and 
political science. Annual Review of Political Science, 14, 245-26 


- Grimmer, J., & Stewart, B. M. (2013). Text as data: The promise 
and pitfalls of automatic content analysis methods for political 
texts. Political analysis, 21(3), 267-297. 


HW#4 due 10/28 at 
11:59pm EST 







 


  11 


- Thompson, S. (200) “‘That is not what we authorized you to 
do...’: Access and government interference in highly 
politicized research environments” in Surviving Field 
Research: Working in Violent and Difficult Situations (Sriram, 
C.L., King, J.C., Mertus, J.A., Martin-Ortega, O., & Herman, J., 
eds.). New York: Routledge. pp. 108-123 


11 November No Class – Veterans 
Day (US Holiday) 


- None  


18 November EXAM 2 
 


- None EXAM 2 due at 5pm 
EST 


25 November  No Class – 
Thanksgiving (US 
Holiday) 


- None  


02 December Data Presentations - None HW#5 due 12/2 at 
11:59pm EST 


09 December Final Project due to Webcourses@UCF by 11:59pm EST 


 








UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL FLORIDA 
U.S. GOVERNMENT  


POS 2041(002) 
COURSE SYLLABUS 


Fall 2021 
Dr. Bruce Farcau 


 
I.  Textbook (Required) 
 
O’Connor, Karen, Sabato, Larry, and Yanus Alixandra, American Government:  Roots 
and Reform.  2018 or latest edition. 
  
II.  Office hours:  MWF 0800-0900, adjunct office, 3rd floor of Phillips Hall, or by 
appointment.  The instructor can also be reached at bruce.farcau@ucf.edu.. 
 
III.  Course Description 
 
POS 2041 
U.S. GOVERNMENT 
Theory, organization, principles and function of national government, stressing 
relationships of individual to all levels of government in the political system.  This course 
includes a learning activity designed to ensure competence in the basic use of computers.   
Class will meet MWF from 1030-1120 in MSB 360 from 23 August through 3 December 
2021.  
 
1.     Students will develop and demonstrate an understanding of the basic principles and 
practices of American democracy and how they are applied in our republican form of 
government. 
 
2.      Students will develop and demonstrate an understanding of the United States 
Constitution and its application. 
 
3.      Students will develop and demonstrate knowledge of the founding documents and 
how they have shaped the nature and functions of our institutions of self-governance. 
 
4.      Students will develop and demonstrate an understanding of landmark Supreme 
Court cases, landmark legislation, and landmark executive actions and their impact on 
law and society. 
 
 
 
IV.  Test and Grading Policy 
 







 A.  There will be three (3) exams, none of which will be comprehensive.  Each 
exam is worth 25% of the final grade.  Each exam will consist of an essay test of two 
questions with answers of around 500 words each that will be posted via webcourses.  
The student will have some option as to which essay questions to answer (for example:  
Select two questions out of four provided.)  Student responses are not meant to be 
research papers, so citation is not required.  Answers should be in students’ own words 
demonstrating an understanding of the concepts.  Students will have several days to 
submit their responses via webcourses or as email attachments if necessary.  Tests will be 
based on the text and explanations of that material provided in lecture.   
 


 B.  A term paper of AT LEAST 8 pages of text (typed, double-spaced, with 
standard margins and Times New Roman 12-point font) besides any illustrations, 
bibliography, and footnotes.  The paper will be on any subject related to American 
government and politics, but the topic should be cleared with the instructor no later than 
September 30th.  There should be an analysis of the pros and cons of the issue (if 
appropriate) making use of sources on both sides and a discussion of the results of the 
legislation or decision. The paper should draw on at least five sources, including at least 
one from the internet (but some books as well), but not including the course text or 
general encyclopedias.  As a rule of thumb, sources that do not include an author’s name 
are not acceptable.  The idea is to demonstrate that the student has learned something 
about the topic beyond what is contained in the class text.  Direct quotes should be kept 
to a minimum.  The paper will be worth 25% of your grade.  The term paper will be due 
on or before November 12th and may be submitted via webcourses, email or hard copy.  
Papers will still be accepted on or before November 19th for a 10-point penalty.  Late 
papers will still be accepted by November 23rd, but will suffer a 25-point penalty, but no 
papers will be accepted after that date. 
 
 C.  Extra credit:  Students will have the opportunity to earn up to 10 point to be 
added to any test grade by writing a 4-page, typed report on any of the books on the list 
provided (3 pages summarizing the book, and one page of the student’s opinion of it.)  
Students are welcome to offer additional titles of politically related books for approval as 
well.  This will be due by November 23rd.  These may be submitted via hard copy or as 
email attachments.  Points will be added randomly to a student’s test score for final grade 
computation. No papers will be accepted after that date. 
 
 D.  Each test (modified for extra credit) and the term paper are all worth the same 
weight toward the final grade.  The percentage grade on each test will be averaged to 
result in the final grade.  The grade scale will be: 
   
  59 below = F 
  60-69      = D 
  70-79      = C 
  80-89      = B 
  90 above = A 







 E.  A portion of each class will be devoted to an open discussion of current events 
(related to US Government and Politics) during which students are welcome to raise 
questions or comments (in a civil and respectful environment.) 
 
V.  Competencies 
 
 Students will learn to analyze information about the American political system 
and relate it to current events under discussion.  They will be able to argue and explain 
their conclusions about political events.  Students will learn to recognize tactics of 
persuasion used by politicians and to evaluate their points of view.  Students will learn to 
express their views both in writing and orally and defend their positions when questioned.  
Students will be able to apply what they have learned in daily life, both when reading 
about political events and when exercising their rights and responsibilities as citizens. 


 
SCHEDULE 


(Subject to Change – Note that specific dates for tests are not given) 
 


WEEK     TOPIC    TEXT CHAPTER 
 
1        Logical Thinking  N/A 
      
2     Theory of Government 1 
         
3     The Constitution   2    
 
4     Federalism    3   
   
5     Civil Liberties   4 
 
6      Civil Rights   5 
 


    FIRST TEST 
 


7     Congress   6 
 
8     Presidency   7 
 
9     Bureaucracy   8 
 
10     The Judiciary   9 
 
     SECOND TEST 
 
11     Public Opinion  10 
     Media    13 
      







12     Interest Groups  14 
 
13     Political Parties  11 
 
14     Election Campaigns  12 
 
15     Political Economy  15 
     Welfare    
 
16     Foreign and Defense Policy 16 
        
       


THIRD TEST (Finals week, Monday, 9 December 1000-1230) 
 
STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES: 
 
 A.  Students are expected to attend every class, barring illness or true emergency.  
It is unlikely that a good grade can be earned without regular attendance in class.  It is the 
responsibility of the student to obtain lecture notes from another student in case of need. 
 
 B.  Punctuality:  Classes will start promptly as scheduled.  If arriving late, please 
enter as discreetly as possible.  Do not leave until class is dismissed. 
 
 C.  Courtesy:  Beepers and cell phones should be turned off during class.  There 
should be no eating or drinking during class.  Any questions should be directed to the 
instructor, and the only other talking should be in response to questions from the 
instructor or at his direction.  
 
 D.  Cheating:  All written work should be your own.  Plagiarizing on term papers 
or otherwise cheating on tests will result in an automatic F grade for the entire course. 
 
 


FURTHER READING FOR EXTRA CREDIT PROJECT 
 


Anonymous, Primary Colors (novel) 
Bork, Robert H., The Tempting of America:  The Political Seduction of the Law 
Caro, Robert A., The Path to Power:  The Years of Lyndon Johnson 
Ceaser, James W., The Perfect Tie:  The True Story of the 2000 Presidential Election 
Coulter, Ann, Treason, High Crimes and Misdemeanors 
Crichton, Michael, State of Fear (novel) 
Evans, M. Stanton, Blacklisted by History 
Goldberg, Bernard, Bias 
Granger, Bill, Lords of the Last Machine:  The Story of Politics in Chicago 
Greenstein, Fred I., The Presidential Difference: Leadership Style from FDR to Clinton 
Halberstam, David, The Best and the Brightest 
Hayek, Frederick, The Road to Serfdom 







Kissinger, Henry, Does America Need a Foreign Policy? 
Kurtz, Howard, Spin Cycle:  Inside the Clinton Propaganda Machine 
Levin, Mark, Men in Black 
Moore, Michael, Stupid White Men 
McCullough, David, Truman 
Olson, Barbara, The Final Days 
O’Rourke, P. J. , Parliament of Whores, Eat the Rich 
Ravitch, Diane, Left Back 
Riker, William H., The Art of Political Manipulation 
Saffire, William, Scandalmonger (novel) 
Sammon, Bill, At Any Cost:  How Al Gore Tried to Steal the Election 
Schlessinger, Arthur, The Thousand Days 
Shlaes, Amity, The Forgotten Man 
Smith, Hedrick, The Power Game 
Tocqueville, Alexis de, Democracy in America (either volume) 
Woodward, Robert, All the President’s Men, Plan of Attack,  The Choice,  The Brethren 
 
1. Academic Integrity (faculty members may elect to include only those items that are 
relevant to the types of assignments in their courses)  


Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of Conduct at 
<http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/process/roc>. According to Section 1, “Academic Misconduct,” 
students are prohibited from engaging in   
a. Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, 
information or study aids in any academic exercise unless specifically authorized by the 
instructor of record. The unauthorized possession of examination or course‐related material 
also constitutes cheating.   
b. Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral means: The 
presentation of material which has not been studied or learned, but rather was obtained 
through someone else’s efforts and used as part of an examination, course assignment, or 
project.   
c. Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to another person, 
student, and/or uploading course material to a third‐party vendor without authorization or 
without the express written permission of the university and the instructor. Course 
materials include but are not limited to class notes, Instructor’s PowerPoints, course syllabi, 
tests, quizzes, labs, instruction sheets, homework, study guides, handouts, etc.  
d. Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work.   
e. Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the source, 
thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s own.   
f. Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than once 
without the express written permission of the instructor.   
g. Helping another violate academic behavior standards.   
  
For more information about Academic Integrity, students may consult The Center for 
Academic Integrity <https://academicintegrity.org/>.  
  
For more information about plagiarism and misuse of sources, see “Defining and Avoiding 
Plagiarism: The WPA Statement on Best Practices” <http://wpacouncil.org/node/9>.   







  
Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating  
Students should also familiarize themselves with the procedures for academic misconduct in 
UCF’s student handbook, The Golden Rule 
<http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/docs/goldenrule.pdf>. UCF faculty members have a 
responsibility for students’ education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to prevent 
unethical behavior and when necessary respond to academic misconduct. Penalties can 
include a failing grade in an assignment or in the course, suspension or expulsion from the 
university, and/or a “Z Designation” on a student’s official transcript indicating academic 
dishonesty, where the final grade for this course will be preceded by the letter Z. For more 
information about the Z Designation, see <http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade>.    


  
2. Course Accessibility Statement (this language was provided by Student Accessibility 
Services)  


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all 
persons with disabilities. Students with disabilities who need disability‐related access in this 
course should contact the professor as soon as possible. Students should also connect with 
Student Accessibility Services (SAS) <http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/> (Ferrell Commons 185, 
sas@ucf.edu, phone 407‐823‐2371). Through Student Accessibility Services, a Course 
Accessibility Letter may be created and sent to professors, which informs faculty of potential 
access and accommodations that might be reasonable. Determining reasonable access and 
accommodations requires consideration of the course design, course learning objectives and 
the individual academic and course barriers experienced by the student.  


  
3. Campus Safety Statement   


Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise during class, everyone needs to 
work together. Students should be aware of their surroundings and familiar with some basic 
safety and security concepts.   
 In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance.   
 Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall near the 
door. Students should make a note of the guide’s physical location and review the online 
version at <http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html>.  
 Students should know the evacuation routes from each of their classrooms and have a 
plan for finding safety in case of an emergency.  
 If there is a medical emergency during class, students may need to access a first‐aid kit 
or AED (Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those are located, see 
<http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/workplacesafety.html> (click on link from menu on left).  
 To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text 
alerts by going to <my.ucf.edu> and logging in. Click on “Student Self Service” located on the 
left side of the screen in the toolbar, scroll down to the blue “Personal Information” heading 
on the Student Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the information, including e‐mail 
address, cell phone number, and cell phone provider, click “Apply” to save the changes, and 
then click “OK.”  
 Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their 
instructors outside of class.  
 To learn about how to manage an active‐shooter situation on campus or elsewhere, 
consider viewing this video (<https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk>).   


  







Campus Safety Statement for Students in Online‐Only Courses  
Though most emergency situations are primarily relevant to courses that meet in person, 
such incidents can also impact online students, either when they are on or near campus to 
participate in other courses or activities or when their course work is affected by off‐campus 
emergencies. The following policies apply to courses in online modalities.   
 To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text 
alerts by going to <my.ucf.edu> and logging in. Click on “Student Self Service” located on the 
left side of the screen in the toolbar, scroll down to the blue “Personal Information” heading 
on the Student Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the information, including e‐mail 
address, cell phone number, and cell phone provider, click “Apply” to save the changes, and 
then click “OK.”  
 Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their 
instructors outside of class.  
  


4. Make‐Up Assignments for Authorized University Events or Co‐curricular Activities  
Students who represent the university in an authorized event or activity (for example, 
student‐athletes) and who are unable to meet a course deadline due to a conflict with that 
event must provide the instructor with documentation in advance to arrange a make‐up. No 
penalty will be applied. For more information, see the UCF policy at: 
<http://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4‐
401.1MakeupAssignmentsForAuthorizedUniversityEventsOrCocurricularActivities.pdf)  
  


5. Religious Observances  
Students must notify their instructor in advance if they intend to miss class for a religious 
observance. For more information, see the UCF policy at:   
<http://regulations.ucf.edu/chapter5/documents/5.020ReligiousObservancesFINALOct17.p
df>.  


  
6. Deployed Active Duty Military Students  


Students who are deployed active duty military and/or National Guard personnel and 
require accommodation should contact their instructors as soon as possible after the 
semester begins and/or after they receive notification of deployment to make related 
arrangements.  
  


 
 








POS6736 Conduct of Political Inquiry
School of Politics, Security, and International Affairs


University of Central Florida
Fall 2021


Dr. Wright
Class Location: V Course Designation
As a result of COVID-19, all lectures will be delivered via Zoom at regularly scheduled class
time (additional details below)
Class Meeting: Mondays, 6-8:50pm EST
Virtual Office Hours: Wednesdays and Thursdays, 1-3pm EST via Zoom, and by
appointment
Email: Kenicia.Wright@ucf.edu


COURSE DESCRIPTION
Prerequisites: Graduate standing or consent of the instructor (3 credit hours)


This is a graduate-level seminar aimed at introducing graduate students to research design
and introductory data analysis used in political science research. This seminar introduces
students to the logic of inquiry, basic elements of empirical research, and methodology
commonly applied in scholarly research. Assigned readings are from scholars across
disciplines to give students a well rounded introduction to political inquiry and assignments
require students think critically about reading and apply the material covered to their
research interests. We will cover an array of topics, including: the design of social inquiry,
data collection, data analysis, descriptive statistics, and causal inference. Students will learn
to identify scholarly research, formulate original research questions and related theories,
derive hypotheses from their theories, and develop preliminary analysis. During the final
weeks of the course, students will present their original research.


COURSE OBJECTIVES
Students who complete this course will learn how to:


� Locate, understand, and critically discuss scholarly research


� Understand and explain the research strategies scholars across scholarly disciplines use


� Understand and explain the difference between quantitative and qualitative research


� Use the tools learned in this course to develop a research paper that explores an original
political science related research and contains introduction, literature review, theory,
hypotheses, and conclusion sections (more details below)
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� Identify appropriate measures for dependent, independent, and control variables in a
quantitative research project or details for examining key concepts in a qualitative
research project


� Complete appropriate analysis for topics related to their research interests


REQUIRED TEXTS
There are four required texts for this course. These are important texts for developing an
understanding of the foundation related to social inquiry and paper writing in the social
sciences. There are several options for gaining access to these texts, including borrowing one
of the several copies available for check-out/ILLIAD request through the UCF Library or
purchasing these texts through UCF library as well as online sites. Students are expected
to have the necessary books to complete assigned weeks by the second week of
class!


1. Devlin, Ann Sloan. 2017. The Research Experience: Planning, Conducting, and
Reporting Research. (RE in the Course Schedule.) Sage Publications. 2nd Edition.
ISBN: 978-1506325125


2. Baglione, Lisa A. 2020. Writing a Research Paper in Political Science: A Practical
Guide to Inquiry, Structure, and Methods. CQ Press. Fourth Edition.
ISBN: 978-1506367422


3. I will also assign scholarly articles. These articles can be accessed for free through the
UCF Library website. We will have an exercise in the first class to cover this.


ASSIGNMENTS AND GRADE BREAKDOWN
WEEK 1 SYLLABUS QUIZ: 1 POINT
This assignment will count as the required Financial Aid Activity for this course. The quiz
will be available for students to complete in Webcourses after the first class session. Students
are encouraged to complete as timely as possible and are able to complete the quiz as many
times as necessary.


ATTENDANCE, PREPARATION, AND IN-CLASS PARTICIPATION: 100 POINTS
This is not an in-person course - due to the COVID-19 pandemic, this course will use
Zoom for synchronous class meetings. Students are expected to attend all Zoom lectures
and to complete all assigned readings before the lecture begins. Each class will begin with
time for each attending student to state the assigned reading they learned the most from
as well as specific details from the reading. Regularly attendance, this discussion, and
contributions throughout each lecture (verbally or via the “Chat” function) will be used to
assess the attendance, preparation, and in-class participation component of your score in
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this course. You may choose to use Zoom on your mobile device (phone or tablet), but
you must sign in using your UCF NID and password; improper classroom behavior will
not be tolerated within Zoom sessions and will result in a referral to the Office of Student
Conduct. Students are encouraged to familiarize themselves with Zoom by visiting the
UCF Zoom Guides at https://cdl.ucf.edu/support/webcourses/zoom/ and to contact
Webcourses@UCF Support at https://cdl.ucf.edu/support/webcourses/, if technical
issues arise will accessing Zoom. Student performance will be assessed twice: (1) at the
midpoint of the semester (from the start of the course to after the Week 6
seminar) and (2) from the midpoint to the second half of the semester (from the Week 7
seminar to after the Week 13 seminar). Any enrolled student who has concerns
about synchronously attending the lectures - a required component of this course
- should contact Dr. Wright by the end of Week 2!


STUDENT SUMMARY PAPER: 100 POINTS
Students must write a summary paper that focuses on ONE assigned academic article;
students will select the academic article they focus on, but the article must be assigned
in this course and must examine a research question (this means review articles assigned in
this course are not appropriate for this assignment). The summary paper should be uploaded
to Webcourses as a Word document / PDF before the article is discussed in the Zoom lecture.
The paper is worth 100 points and grading will be based on clarity, accuracy, and originality
of discussion on the following required items:


� A summary of the RQ, theory (argument presented in the reading), hypotheses, and
main findings in your own words (no longer than one paragraph).


� An explanation of the data and methodological approach in the article; students are
encouraged to refer to other assigned readings and information online to structure their
discussion on the methodological approach - use appropriate citations.


� ONE limitation or shortcoming in the article; this limitation should NOT be stated
in the article and can relate to any section of the article. Grading will be based on
clarity, details, and originality of the discussion of ONE specific way the article could
be improved (no longer than two paragraphs).


� Entire submission should NOT be longer than 2 double spaced pages / approximately
500 words!


EXAMS : 50 points each, 100 points total
To ensure students understand the key concepts and main points of assigned readings in this
course, there are two exams. Exam 1 will be available on Webcourses on Week 9, Friday
and Exam 2 will be available Week 13, Friday; students will have from 12am to 11:59pm to
complete the exams. The exams are timed, open book, open note, and must be completed
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in one sitting (no logging in/off). All assigned readings are “fair game” and the exams
may consist of multiple choice, true/false, and/or short answer questions. If you encounter
an issue while completing the exam, contact UCF Webcourses Support and forward their
response to Dr. Wright as soon as possible.


GROUP PRESENTATION: 100 points
Although this course has a graduate-level reading load, there are extensive bodies of academic
research on topics that we aren’t able to cover. Students will be randomly assigned to groups
by Dr. Wright to complete a group presentation of ONE academic article that is not assigned
in the course. The article must be published in a reputable academic journal and contain
between 10-25 pages; time guidelines will be provided and strictly enforced! Students will
be informed of their group assignment via Webcourses / their UCF email by Week 3 of this
course and groups presentations will be in Week 7 and Week 10 (if necessary). Graded,
required components of this assignment:


� One group member must upload a Word document or PDF with the APA citations
of THREE scholarly articles that their group is interested in presenting on by Week
5, Monday at 8am EST for review by Dr. Wright; the list should contain articles
agreed upon by the group and be rank-ordered with the most desired article listed first.
Dr. Wright will review the proposed articles and select the most appropriate article
for the presentation; an Announcement will be posted in Webcourses / provided via
UCF emaail with additional details (reading assignments, time guidelines, schedule,
etc.). Late submissions will NOT be accepted without proof of a University
approved excuse! (REQUIRED for presentation; grading will be based on accuracy
of citation and whether three academic articles are provided - worth 15 points, due
Week 5, Monday at 8am EST)


� Students will present the main points of the approved academic article. Grading of
the presentation will be based on clarity, accuracy, respectfulness in responding to
questions from colleagues, and adherence to the time guidelines - worth 30 points


� Students will upload a Word document or PDF to Webcourses that lists the name of
each group member - including themselves, the assigned responsibility of each group
member, and the contribution of each group member to the presentation. Responses
will be anonymous and should be uploaded to Webcourses within ONE week of the
Group Presentation - worth 30 points


� While students are encouraged to read all of the articles that will be discussed during
the Group Presentations, each student will be assigned a specific article to read that is
not the article their group is presenting. Each student must upload of a Word document
or PDF that contains no longer than a two paragraph summary of the assigned article
and FOUR substantive questions for the group presenting that reading; questions can
not b covered in the article and will be posed to the group after their presentation.
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Grading will be based on accuracy, clarity, originality, substantiveness of the questions.
Worth 40 points; Word document / PDF is due Monday, Week 7 at 8am EST to
Webcourses.


RESEARCH PAPER: Students enrolled in this course must complete a research paper -
students who do not upload a final paper draft are subject to a “0” in the entire course.
Instead of submitting the entire paper for the first time at the end of the semester, this
course is designed so that students receive feedback from Dr. Wright on key sections of their
paper throughout the semester. Dr. Wright provides extensive comments to aid students
in developing their papers over the semester. Remember, writing is a process, not a “one
shot” game! Grading will be based on clarity, accuracy, inclusion of information covered this
semester, effectiveness in addressing comments received during the semester, and overall
quality of the paper. Requirements:


1. Upload a Word document or PDF to Webcourses with THREE RQs that are
appropriately worded based on the guidelines in the Baglione text. REQUIRED; worth
30 points, due: Week 4, Monday at 8am EST.


2. Select the one RQ you will study in your paper; upload a Word document or PDF to
Webcourses with that clearly specified RQ, the APA citation of three sources related
to your RQ, and a summary of each source with a clear statement of how it relates to
your RQ (each summary should be no more than one paragraph) - worth 70 points,
due Monday, Week 6.


3. Theory and Hypothesis Draft. Submit a Word document or PDF that contains your
argument; this submission should be between 2 and 4 double spaced pages and should
contain a clear statement of your approved RQ, a clear, logical argument of how
concepts may be related, a discussion of how your argument relates to / builds on
/ differs from theories in existing literature, and ONE clearly stated hypothesis that
derives from the theory. Worth 100 points, due Monday, Week 10 at 8am EST.


4. Student Conference:


� There will be a two-part Student Conference at the end of the course. All
students are required to attend BOTH conference days. Students
should contact Dr. Wright no later that Week 2 if there is a scheduling
conflict. Any one who doesn’t attend both conference days without
approval from Dr. Wright is subject to a “0” for all conference related
assignments. Student will present a conference style presentation of their
paper, answer questions from their colleagues, and be assigned as discussant for
a colleague’s paper. Dr. Wright will make assignments and provide a schedule as
the student conference approaches.
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� Upload a Word document or PDF to Webcourses with a completed paper draft
by Monday, Week 13 at 8am EST. Required - students who do not upload
this will receive a “0” for all conference related assignments. Include your UCF
email address at the top of your submission!


� Upload a Word document or PDF to Webcourses with Discussant comments the
Monday the author presents at 8am EST; note: the deadline for Discussant
comments will depend on the day the author presents and all students will be
informed of their discussant assignments, due dates for providing comments, time
guidelines for discussion, etc. shortly after papers are uploaded in Week 13.
Discussants are expected to thoroughly read and upload a Word document that
provides a summary of the key points of the paper (no longer than two paragraphs)
and FIVE substantive comments and/or suggestions for the author; discussants
will state one or two substantive items to begin Q& A for the author during the
conference. These components are worth 70 points.


� Ask a minimum of TWO questions for two different presentations each day of the
conference - worth 30 points.


5. “Final” Paper: Should be in 12 pt Times New Roman font, double-spaced, and align
with APA Citation Format. ALL submissions MUST be uploaded as a Word document
or PDF to the Turnitin link in Webcourses by the date of the scheduled final for this
course (noted in Course Schedule below). Students are subject to a “0” on paper related
assignments and/or the course, if their submission has a high match with items in the
Turnitin system or if a final paper draft is not uploaded. Grading will be based on the
inclusion of the following items: A title, ONE clearly presented RQ in the Introduction,
a comprehensive overview of relevant, existing research in the Literature Review, a
coherent, logical argument presented in the Theory and Hypotheses that connects to
existing research, clear, detailed explanation of the steps you intend on completing
to assess your RQ (students can center the writing in this section on a quantitative,
qualitative, or mixed methods approach), headings for each of the required sections
listed below, clarity, accuracy, and overall quality of the paper; attention will also
be given to how well the paper addresses comments students received throughout the
semester from Dr. Wright and during the conference. Worth 300 points.


� Paper Title


� I. Introduction


� II. Literature Review


� III. Theory and Hypothesis/es


� IV. Data and Methods


� Conclusion


Grading:
Dr. Wright will post an Announcement when submitted assignments are graded; students
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will be able to view grades and any provided feedback in the Grades section of Webcourses.
Grading will be based on points and all grades are subject to change until Dr. Wright posts
an Announcement stating that grades have been finalized.
A: 929.5 - 1000 points
A-: 899.5 - 929.4 points
B+: 869.5 - 899.4 points
B: 829.5 - 869.4 points
B-: 799.5-829.4 points
C+: 769.5 - 799.4 points
C: 729.5 - 769.4 points
C-: 699.5-729.4 points
D+: 669.5 - 699.4 points
D: 629.5-669.4 points
D-: 600-629.4 points
F: 599.4 points and below


COVID-19 Statement
I recognize and understand the difficult times we are all in. The COVID-19 pandemic


impacts us all in many ways, including physically, mentally, emotionally, financially,
academically, and professionally. I will work with you on challenges you may be encountering
and to provide support to help you succeed. However, please keep in mind that I will hold you
accountable, especially in terms of virtual class attendance, participation, and contributions
to in-class discussions.


A STATEMENT FOR STUDENT-PARENTS
At all times, I strive to be inclusive to parents, and now, in our virtual learning space, with
many children learning from home or schools facing sudden closures, we can expect children
to be present in class from time to time.


� All breastfeeding babies are welcome in our synchronous sessions as often as is necessary
to support the breastfeeding relationship. I never want students to feel like they have
to choose between feeding their baby or continuing their education.


� Children may be visible onscreen during class sessions, either in your lap or
playing in the background. Alternatively, you may turn your camera off if more
privacy is required. Stepping away momentarily for childcare reasons is completely
understandable and expected. Simply mute and/or turn off your camera as necessary,
and rejoin us when you are able. Note: I expect all enrolled students to share their
camera for most of the seminar; if you have any questions or concerns about this,
contact me as soon as possible!


� Parents or caregivers who anticipate having a child(ren) with them during class sessions
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are encouraged to wear a headset to help minimize background noise. You may mute
your microphone and communicate through the “chat” feature, if necessary.


� I ask that all students work with me to create a welcoming environment that is
respectful of all forms of diversity, including diversity in parenting status.


� If you’re comfortable, feel free to share your student-parent status to me. While I
maintain the same high expectations for all student in my classes regardless of parenting
status, I am happy to problem solve with you in a way that makes you feel supported
as you strive for school-parenting balance.


LATE ASSIGNMENT SUBMISSIONS
Make-up Exams and Assignments: Per university policy, you are ONLY allowed to
submit make-up work (or an equivalent, alternate assignment) for university-sponsored
events, religious observances (see: http://regulations.ucf.edu/chapter5/documents/


5.020ReligiousObservancesFINALJan19.pdf for more information), or legal obligations
(such as jury duty). Email Dr. Wright as soon as you are aware that there is a
conflict between the deadline for an assignment in this course and a University
approved excuse. University approved excuses must be supported with the appropriate
documentation and the proof of the excuse must be provided to Dr. Wright within FIVE
business days of the assignment deadline. Contact Dr. Wright if you have any questions
about what is considered a University approved excuse, appropriate documentation, etc.


COURSE ACCESSIBILITY STATEMENT
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for
all persons with disabilities. Students with disabilities who need access to course content
due to course design limitations should contact the professor as soon as possible. Students
should also connect with Student Accessibility Services (SAS) http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/
(Ferrell Commons 185, sas@ucf.edu, phone 407-823-2371). For students connected with
SAS, a Course Accessibility Letter may be created and sent to professors, which informs
faculty of potential course access and accommodations that might be necessary and
reasonable. Determining reasonable access and accommodations requires consideration of
the course design, course learning objectives and the individual academic and course barriers
experienced by the student. Further conversation with SAS, faculty and the student may be
warranted to ensure an accessible course experience.


UNIVERSITY WRITING CENTER
The University Writing Center (UWC) is a free resource for UCF undergraduates and
graduates. At the UWC, a trained writing consultant will work with you on your writing
(in or out of class), at any point in the writing process from brainstorming to editing.
Appointments are recommended, but not required. For more information or to make an
appointment, visit the UWC website at http://www.uwc.ucf.edu, stop by MOD 608, or call
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(407)823-2197.


ACADEMIC MISCONDUCT
Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of Conduct at http://osc.sdes.
ucf.edu/process/roc. Section 1, “Academic Misconduct” lists the behavior students are
prohibited from engaging in. Dr. Wright adheres to the highest standards of academic
integrity, so do not ask or expect me to change your grade illegitimately; the appropriate
steps will be taken for any student who plagiarizes or cheats on any kind on an examination,
quiz, or assignment in this course. Plagiarism includes not properly citing sources, passing
off someone else’s work as your own, submitting a paper you wrote for a different class,
helping others violate academic behavior standards, etc. Contact Dr. Wright if you have any
questions about appropriately citing work you refer to or rely on to create any assignments
for this course. See the UCF Golden Rule (http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade),
the FTCL page on academic integrity, and the library web-site for additional information on
this. Penalties for violating rules, policies, and instructions within this course can range from
a zero on the assignment to an “F” letter grade in the course. In addition, an Academic
Misconduct report may be filed with the Office of Student Conduct, which could lead to
disciplinary warning, disciplinary probation, or deferred suspension or separation from the
University through suspension, dismissal, or expulsion with the addition of a “Z” designation
on your transcript. Dr. Wright cares about your success and would like to avoid this - please
demonstrate values of honesty, trust, and integrity; no grade is worth compromising your
integrity and moving your moral compass. Stay true to doing the right thing: if it comes to
it, take the zero, not a shortcut!


CAMPUS SAFETY STATEMENT
Though most emergency situations are primarily relevant to courses that meet in person,
such incidents can also impact online students, either when they are on or near campus to
participate in other courses or activities or when their course work is affected by off-campus
emergencies. The following policies apply to courses in online modalities.


� To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF
text alerts by going to https://my.ucf.edu and logging in. Click on “Student Self
Service” located on the left side of the screen in the toolbar, scroll down to the blue
“Personal Information” heading on the Student Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”,
fill out the information, including e-mail address, cell phone number, and cell phone
provider, click “Apply” to save the changes, and then click “OK.”


� Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their
instructors outside of class.


DEPLOYED ACTIVE DUTY MILITARY STUDENTS
Students who are deployed active duty military and/or National Guard personnel and require
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accommodation should contact their instructors as soon as possible after the semester begins
and/or after they receive notification of deployment to make related arrangements.


DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
Students are expected to “attend” class with assigned class readings complete. At a
minimum, each student should be able to discuss the following questions for empirical
readings:


1. What is a summary of the key points of each assigned reading, in your own words?


2. What is the research question being examined in the reading?


3. How does the existing literature “answer” the question?


4. What is the theory? Hypothesis/es?


5. What are key variables / concepts? Measures?


6. What are the findings? Implications of the results?


7. Are you convinced by the argument? Why or why not?


COURSE SCHEDULE


Week 1: August 23rd - Course Introduction
During this seminar, there will be Introductions, syllabus review, discussion of how to email
a professor, and an exercise on finding and reading academic articles.
Assigned Readings:


1. How to email a professor: http://web.wellesley.edu/SocialComputing/Netiquette/
netiquetteprofessor.html.


2. Gustafsoon and Hagstrom. 2017. “What is the Point? Teaching Graduate Students
how to control political science research puzzles.”


3. “The Weekly Standard Makes a Fact Free Argument about Political Science. Here are
Some Facts” reading (students can locate this reading for free by completing a Google
search of this title)


� Videos: Understanding Academic Articles


– https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rOCQZ7QnoN0
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– https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m8gaq7ei7zc


Week 2: August 30th - Fundamentals of Social Science Research
Students are expected to complete the readings listed below before class. During today’s
seminar, we will discuss requirements for the course exams.


1. August 27th: Drop / Swap Deadline on myUCF.


2. RE, Introduction and Ch. 1 “Research, Biases in Thinking, and the Role of Theories”


3. Baglione, Ch. 1: “So You Have to Write a Research Paper” and Ch. 2: “Getting
Started: Finding a Research Question”


4. Lau, O., & Yohai, I. (2016). Using quantitative methods in industry. PS: Political
Science & Politics, 49(3), 524.


5. Shames, S. L., & Wise, T. (2017). Gender, diversity, and methods in political science:
A theory of selection and survival biases. PS: Political Science & Politics, 50(3),
811-823.


NO Zoom Meeting - Week 3: September 6th - The Basics of Social Science
Research
Although we will not have a Zoom meeting due to Labor Day, all students are expected to
read and understand the key points from the following assigned readings:
Assigned Readings:


1. RE, Ch. 2: “Generating and Shaping Ideas: Tradition and Innovation”


2. Baglione, Ch. 3: “Learning Proper Citation Forms, Finding the Scholarly Debate, and
Summarizing and Classifying Arguments: The Annotated Bibliography”


3. Dr. Wright will post Group discussion assignments in Webcourses / provide them via
email.


Week 4: September 13th - Understanding Existing Research
Students must upload a Word document or PDF to Webcourses with THREE appropriately
specified RQs by Monday at 8am. Assigned Readings:


1. RE, Ch. 3: “Research Design Approaches and Issues: An Overview”


2. Baglione, Ch. 4: “Making Sense of the Scholarly Answers to Your Research Question:
Writing the Literature Review”


3. In-class exercise reviewing the Annual Review of Political Science
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4. Balcells, Laia and Jessica A. Stanton. (2021). Violence against civilians during armed
conflict: moving beyond the macro-and micro-level divide. Annual Review of Political
Science, 24, 45-69.


5. Clayton, A. (2021). How Do Electoral Gender Quotas Affect Policy? Annual Review
of Political Science, 24, 235-252.


6. Koubi, V. (2019). Climate change and conflict. Annual Review of Political Science,
22, 343-360.


Week 5: September 20th - Ethics, the Institutional Review Board, and
Measurement
Students should submit a Word document or PDF with the APA citations of THREE
academic articles they are interested in discussing during the Student led discussion by
Monday at 8am EST.
Assigned Readings:


1. RE, Ch. 4: “Ethics and the Institutional Review Board (IRB) Process”


2. Baglione, Ch. 5: “Effectively Distilling Your Argument: The Thesis, Model, and
Hypothesis”


3. Kuehn, D., & Rohlfing, I. (2016). Are there really two cultures? A pilot study on
the application of qualitative and quantitative methods in political science. European
Journal of Political Research, 55(4), 885-905.


4. Mahoney, J., & Goertz, G. (2006). A tale of two cultures: Contrasting quantitative
and qualitative research. Political analysis, 227-249.


Week 6: September 27th - Correlation vs. Causation
Students must upload a Word document or PDF to Webcourses with the clearly specified
RQ you will study for your final paper, APA citation of three sources, and a summary of each
source by Monday at 8am. Students must have uploaded their first Short Response Paper
by the start of today’s class. Student performance grades for the first half of the course will
be uploaded in Webcourses after the Week 6 seminar.
Assigned Readings:


1. RE, Ch. 5 “Measurement: Qualities of Measures”, Ch. 6 “Surveys: Developing Mea-
sures and Items”, and Ch. 7 “Correlational Research and Specialized Nonexperimental
Designs”


2. Esarey, J., & Schwindt-Bayer, L. A. (2019). Estimating causal relationships between
women’s representation in government and corruption. Comparative Political Studies,
52(11), 1713-1741.
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3. Sondheimer, R. M., & Green, D. P. (2010). Using experiments to estimate the effects
of education on voter turnout. American Journal of Political Science, 54(1), 174-189.


Week 7: October 4th - Group Presentations
Group presentations will occur during today’s Zoom lecture. Each student must upload a
Word document or PDF with four questions related to their assigned reading by Monday,
at 8am EDT.


Week 8: October 11th - Qualitative Research and Experiments
Students in the groups that presented last week, must upload their assessments to
Webcourses by Monday, October 11th, at 6pm EDT. Late submissions aren’t accepted
without proof of a University approved excuse.
Assigned Readings:


1. RE, Ch. 8 “Qualitative Research” and Ch. 9 “Experimental Research: Between-
Subjects Designs: Conceptual and Practical Considerations”


2. Hayes, D., & Guardino, M. (2011). The influence of foreign voices on US public opinion.
American Journal of Political Science, 55(4), 831-851.


3. Pepinsky, T. B. (2019). The return of the single-country study. Annual Review of
Political Science, 22, 187-203.


4. Whitten, G. D., & Williams, L. K. (2011). Buttery guns and welfare hawks: The
politics of defense spending in advanced industrial democracies. American Journal of
Political Science, 55(1), 117-134.


Week 9: October 18th - Quantitative Research Designs and Experiments
Students must complete Exam 1 by Friday, October 22nd at 11:59pm EDT.
Assigned Readings:


1. RE, Ch. 10 “Experimental Research: Within-Subjects, Mixed, and Pre-Post Designs:
Conceptual and Practical Considerations”


2. Baglione, Ch. 6: “Revising and Editing Your Work” and Ch. 7: “ Making Your Plan
and Protecting Yourself from Criticism: The Research Design”


3. Burden, B. C. (2018). Disagreement over ID requirements and minority voter turnout.
The Journal of Politics, 80(3), 1060-1063.


4. Kalin, M., & Sambanis, N. (2018). How to think about social identity. Annual Review
of Political Science, 21, 239-257.


5. Alamillo, R. (2019). HISPANICS PARA TRUMP?: Denial of Racism and Hispanic
Support for Trump. Du Bois Review: Social Science Research on Race, 16(2), 457-487.
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Week 10: October 25th - Analyzing Relationships
Dr. Wright will upload a do-file before the start of today’s lecture. Students are expected to
download the .do file provided in Webcourses and follow along with the Stata Data Exercise
during today’s class. Note: October 29th at 11:59pm EDT is the withdrawal deadline.


� Remaining Group presentations (if necessary)


� During today’s lecture we will complete a Data Exercise in Stata.


– Reviewing codebooks of publicly available datasets


– Identifying measures


– Recoding variables


– Analyzing Relationships


– Developing tables and figures


� Stata “Cheat Sheets”


Week 11: November 1st - Theory and Hypothesis Development
Students in any groups that presented last week, must upload their assessments to
Webcourses by Monday, November 1st, at 6pm EDT. ALL students must submit their
Theory and Hypothesis Draft by Monday, at 8am EST.
Assigned Readings:


1. Baglione, Ch. 8: “Evaluating the Argument...”


2. Chouhoud, Y., Dana, K., & Barreto, M. (2019). American Muslim Political
Participation: Between Diversity and Cohesion. Politics & Religion, 12(4).


3. Hobbs, W., & Lajevardi, N. (2019). Effects of divisive political campaigns on the
day-to-day segregation of Arab and Muslim Americans. American Political Science
Review, 113(1), 270-276.


4. Sanchez et al. 2015 “Stuck between a rock and a hard place: The Relationship between
Latino/a’s personal connections to immigrants and issue salience and presidential
approval”


5. Continued Student Led Discussions, if necessary.


Week 12: November 8th - Data Collection and Analyzing Results
Assigned Readings:


1. RE, Ch. 11 “Recruiting Participants” and Ch. 12 “Organizing Data and Analyzing
Results”
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2. Choi, S. W., & Piazza, J. A. (2016). Ethnic groups, political exclusion and domestic
terrorism. Defence and Peace Economics, 27(1), 37-63.


3. Gelpi, C., & Feaver, P. D. (2002). Speak softly and carry a big stick? Veterans in
the political elite and the American use of force. American Political Science Review,
96(4), 779-793.


4. Folke, O., & Rickne, J. (2016). The glass ceiling in politics: Formalization and
empirical tests. Comparative Political Studies, 49(5), 567-599.


5. Teigen, J. M. (2006). Enduring effects of the uniform: Previous military experience
and voting turnout. Political Research Quarterly, 59(4), 601-607.


Week 13: November 15th - Bringing Your Paper Together
Students should upload a draft of their final paper draft to the “Conference Paper Draft”
assignment in Webcourses. This draft will be shared with others in the course, though
students are expected to note / address the comments they receive from the conference in
the paper draft they submit during Finals Week for this course. Assigned Readings:


1. RE, Ch. 13 “Writing and Presenting Your Research”


2. Baglione, Ch. 9 “Bringing the Paper Together in Three Essential Ways: The
Conclusion, Introduction, and Title”


3. Video: Developing a conference presentation https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=


PFQaCHpJGaE


Week 14: November 22nd - Student Conference, Day One
Week 15: November 29th - Student Conference, Day Two
These weeks are reserved for student presentations - every enrolled student is expected to
present the projects they have worked on this semester. For more details, requirements,
expectations - review the “Student Conference” portion of this Course Syllabus and
Announcements in Webcourses. Reach out to Dr. Wright if you have any questions or
concerns.
Assigned Readings:


1. By Week 13, Dr. Wright will post an Announcement in Webcourses that lists reading
assignments for the conference.


December 6th: Final Papers are Due
Students must upload their final paper drafts to the Turnitin link in Webcourses by December
6th at 7pm EDT. Late submissions will not be accepted without proof of a University
approved excuse. All submissions should align with the requirements noted in this Course
Syllabus and emphasized throughout the semester.
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NOTE: The instructor reserves the right to make changes to the schedule, assigned readings,
due dates, etc., at any point. Any changes will be noted in an Announcement in Webcourses
and an updated Course Syllabus will be provided in Webcourses. Students are expected to
regularly check their UCF email and Webcourses for course related changes.
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CPO 6056: POLITICS OF AUTHORITARIAN REGIMES


Fall 2021 - Wednesdays 6-8:50p


Instructor: Konstantin Ash (Konstantin.Ash@ucf.edu) Office Hours: Wednesdays 3-5p and
Thursdays 9-11a


Prerequisites: Admission to a graduate degree-seeking
program or C.I. or instructor approval.


Course Description


More than half of the world’s population is governed by authoritarian regimes in one form or an-
other. The goal of this course is to understand how such regimes come about, how they stay in power
and to clear up misconceptions about authoritarian government that may be advanced in the popular
consciousness.


There are several additional learning goals for the course. First, the readings the readings are intended
for you to gain a broad understanding of research on authoritarian regimes and be able to engage with
the topic as fellow researchers. Many of the works we will read are either classics or represent the
state-of-the-art in the field. Second, as graduate students and potential future practitioners in the field,
it is vital for you to engage critically with the work already done, thus, we will do our best to not only
understand the readings, but to find flaws in them and potential avenues for improvement in future
research. Third, It is vital that, again, as researchers, you are able to produce your own research that
both engages with prior work on authoritarian regimes AND clearly improves upon that work in some
capacity. This is why you will be required to develop a research paper in this class through several set
deadlines. As we are on a semester system, we have the advantage of being able to delve deeper and
develop more complete research products.


.


Assignments


RESEARCH PAPER


Students will be expected to complete a research paper during the course. The research paper should
take the form of an academic article that students could conceivably submit for publication and/or
submit to a conference. In order to facilitate the smooth flow of research throughout the semester,
there will be several deadlines for developing the paper:


• September 26 @ 11:59p. Submit research question and at least five articles or books that have
answered the same research question or a similar question.
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Politics of Authoritarian Regimes CPO 6056 Syllabus


• October 17 @ 11:59p. Submit critical literature review that incorporates previous articles or
books, as well as other relevant or suggested articles or books, along with your answer to your
research question, which should take up the theory.


• November 7 @ 11:59p. Submit hypotheses based on your theory and ways you envision testing
the hypotheses. This could include, but is not limited to, qualitative case study methods, survey
methods or large-N statistical analysis. If using qualitative methods, please outline which cases
you are selecting and why they are appropriate. If using quantitative methods, please identify
potential data sources or feasible original ways of gathering data within the next month.


Please submit the above three assignments to me through e-mail. The only boundary for this article
is that it must, in some conceivable fashion, fall in the realm of the study of authoritarian regimes.


Original work for this type of paper is preferred, but please talk to me if you would like to continue
on working on a project you have submitted for a previous class (I will probably like to see what you
have done in advance) or if you would like to continue on something you’ve been working on inde-
pendently as a side project (this is more acceptable and even encouraged). I must approve the use of
projects from a previous class before the research question deadline for the assignment.


Multiple submissions to this class and another class you’re taking this semester are discouraged. More
in-depth empirical work must be conducted (beyond the scope of the paper you would have written for
just this class) for this to be acceptable. Please consult with me for further information before submit-
ting a research question.


The research paper is due on Saturday, December 11 @ 12:00p. If you conduct empirical statistical
tests (i.e. descriptive statistics, regressions, etc.) you must include the data you used and the regression
code so I may replicate your analysis.


DISCUSSION PAPERS


For two of the weeks after week 1, students are expected to submit discussion papers and then lead
discussion that week. The discussion papers should be 4-5 page critical analyses of at least three of
the required or recommended readings from the assigned week. As part of a critical analysis, students
should include a brief summary of an author’s argument or research design, a passage on how the pa-
pers fit together as part of the broader research agenda for that week and a broader passage on aspects
of either/both the papers or the broader research agenda that the student believes could be improved
upon.


In addition to the paper, students writing papers in a particular week are expected to write 3-5 questions
that are intended to provoke discussion in the class and to briefly discuss their findings and present the
discussion questions during class in the relevant week.


Summaries of the readings alone submitted as discussion papers will receive at least a letter grade
penalty. Please coordinate with your classmates to ensure that you are not writing a paper on the same
readings if two people are writing discussion papers on the same week.
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PARTICIPATION


Since this is a graduate seminar, participation is integral for the smooth flow of the course. My role is not
to lecture or even present the readings to a great extent, but to facilitate discussion among yourselves.
This means that your participation is necessary for the class, both in relaying the topics of the assigned
readings and then analyzing and criticizing the arguments and empirical approaches in those readings.


ACADEMIC INTEGRITY


Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of Conduct at https://scai.sdes.ucf.edu/student-
rules-of-conduct/. According to Section 1, “Academic Misconduct,” students are prohibited from engag-
ing in


1. Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information or study
aids in any academic exercise unless specifically authorized by the instructor of record. The unau-
thorized possession of examination or course-related material also constitutes cheating.


2. Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral means: The presentation of
material which has not been studied or learned, but rather was obtained through someone else’s
efforts and used as part of an examination, course assignment, or project.


3. Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to another person, student,
and/or uploading course material to a third-party vendor without authorization or without the
express written permission of the university and the instructor. Course materials include but are
not limited to class notes, Instructor’s PowerPoints, course syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, instruction
sheets, homework, study guides, handouts, etc.


4. Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work.


5. Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the source, thereby
attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s own.


6. Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than once without the
express written permission of the instructor.


7. Helping another violate academic behavior standards.


8. Soliciting assistance with academic coursework and/or degree requirements.


Students should also familiarize themselves with the procedures for academic misconduct in UCF’s
student handbook, The Golden Rule https://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu. UCF faculty members have a
responsibility for students’ education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to prevent unethical
behavior and respond to academic misconduct when necessary. Penalties for violating rules, policies,
and instructions within this course can range from a zero on the exercise to an “F” letter grade in the
course. In addition, an Academic Misconduct report could be filed with the Office of Student Conduct,
which could lead to disciplinary warning, disciplinary probation, or deferred suspension or separation
from the University through suspension, dismissal, or expulsion with the addition of a “Z” designation
on one’s transcript.


Being found in violation of academic conduct standards could result in a student having to disclose
such behavior on a graduate school application, being removed from a leadership position within a
student organization, the recipient of scholarships, participation in University activities such as study
abroad, internships, etc.


3



https://scai.sdes.ucf.edu/student-rules-of-conduct/

https://scai.sdes.ucf.edu/student-rules-of-conduct/

https://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu





Politics of Authoritarian Regimes CPO 6056 Syllabus


Let’s avoid all of this by demonstrating values of honesty, trust, and integrity. No grade is worth
compromising your integrity and moving your moral compass. Stay true to doing the right thing: take
the zero, not a shortcut.


COURSE ACCESSIBILITY


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all persons with
disabilities. Students with disabilities who need access to course content due to course design limi-
tations should contact the professor as soon as possible. Students should also connect with Student
Accessibility Services (SAS) http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/ (Ferrell Commons 185, sas@ucf.edu, phone 407-
823-2371). For students connected with SAS, a Course Accessibility Letter may be created and sent to
professors, which informs faculty of potential course access and accommodations that might be neces-
sary and reasonable. Determining reasonable access and accommodations requires consideration of the
course design, course learning objectives and the individual academic and course barriers experienced
by the student. Further conversation with SAS, faculty and the student may be warranted to ensure an
accessible course experience.


CAMPUS SAFETY STATEMENT


Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise during class, everyone needs to work together.
Students should be aware of their surroundings and familiar with some basic safety and security con-
cepts.


• In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance.


• Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall near the door.
Students should make a note of the guide’s physical location and review the online version at
http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html.


• Students should know the evacuation routes from each of their classrooms and have a plan for
finding safety in case of an emergency.


• If there is a medical emergency during class, students may need to access a first-aid kit or AED (Au-
tomated External Defibrillator). To learn where those are located, see https://ehs.ucf.edu/automated-
external-defibrillator-aed-locations.


• To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text alerts by
going to <https://my.ucf.edu> and logging in. Click on “Student Self Service” located on the left
side of the screen in the toolbar, scroll down to the blue “Personal Information” heading on the
Student Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the information, including e-mail address, cell
phone number, and cell phone provider, click “Apply” to save the changes, and then click “OK.”


• Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their instructors
outside of class.


• To learn about how to manage an active-shooter situation on campus or elsewhere, consider
viewing this video (https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk).
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Deployed Active Duty Military Students


Students who are deployed active duty military and/or National Guard personnel and require accom-
modation should contact their instructors as soon as possible after the semester begins and/or after they
receive notification of deployment to make related arrangements.


Make-Up Assignments for Authorized University Events or Co-curricular Activities


Students who represent the university in an authorized event or activity (for example, student-athletes)
and who are unable to meet a course deadline due to a conflict with that event must provide the in-
structor with documentation in advance to arrange a make-up. No penalty will be applied. For more
information, see the UCF policy at https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-401.pdf


Religious Observances


Students must notify their instructor in advance if they intend to miss class for a religious observance.
For more information, see the UCF policy at http://regulations.ucf.edu/chapter5/documents/5.020ReligiousObservancesFINALJan19.pdf.


Required Statement Regarding COVID-19


University-Wide Face Covering Policy for Common Spaces and Face-to-Face Classes


To protect members of our community, everyone is required to wear a facial covering inside all common
spaces including classrooms https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/PolicyEmergencyCOVIDReturnPolicy.pdf.
Students who choose not to wear facial coverings will be asked to leave the classroom by the instructor.
If they refuse to leave the classroom or put on a facial covering, they may be considered disruptive
(please see the Golden Rule for student behavior expectations). Faculty have the right to cancel class if
the safety and well-being of class members are in jeopardy. Students will be responsible for the material
that would have been covered in class as provided by the instructor.


Notifications in Case of Changes to Course Modality


Depending on the course of the pandemic during the semester, the university may make changes to
the way classes are offered. If that happens, please look for announcements or messages in Web-
courses@UCF or Knights email about changes specific to this course.


COVID-19 and Illness Notification


Students who believe they may have a COVID-19 diagnosis should contact UCF Student Health Services
(407-823-2509) so proper contact tracing procedures can take place.


Students should not come to campus if they are ill, are experiencing any symptoms of COVID-19,
have tested positive for COVID, or if anyone living in their residence has tested positive or is sick with
COVID-19 symptoms. CDC guidance for COVID-19 symptoms is located here: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html


Students should contact their instructor(s) as soon as possible if they miss class for any illness reason
to discuss reasonable adjustments that might need to be made. When possible, students should contact
their instructor(s) before missing class.
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In Case of Faculty Illness


If the instructor falls ill during the semester, there may be changes to this course, including having a
backup instructor take over the course. Please look for announcements or mail in Webcourses@UCF or
Knights email for any alterations to this course.


Course Accessibility and Disability COVID-19 Supplemental Statement


Accommodations may need to be added or adjusted should this course shift from an on-campus to
a remote format. Students with disabilities should speak with their instructor and should contact
sas@ucf.edu to discuss specific accommodations for this or other courses.


GRADE BREAKDOWN


Research Paper – 40%
Discussion Papers – 20% each
Participation – 20%


Course Schedule and Readings


Each week’s courses will follow the same structure. There are required readings that should be done
before each class and recommended readings that you should look at if you are either the discussant
for that week or writing a research paper on a subject that broaches the week. This is also a good list
to have for future literature reviews on papers related to politics of authoritarian regimes.


WEEK 1 (AUGUST 25) - DEFINING AUTHORITARIANISM


Required Reading:


• Geddes, Barbara. 1999. What do We Know about Democratization after Twenty Years. Annual
Review of Political Science 2: 115-144.


• Juan J Linz and Alfred Stepan. 1996. Problems of democratic transition and consolidation: South-
ern Europe, South America, and post-communist Europe. 38-55


• Milan Svolik. 2012. The Politics of Authoritarian Rule. Cambridge University Press. Chapter 2.


WEEK 2 (SEPTEMBER 1 ) - TYPES OF AUTHORITARIAN REGIMES: SINGLE PARTY


Required Reading:


• Brownlee, Jason. Authoritarianism in an Age of Democratization. Cambridge University Press,
2007. Introduction and Chapter 1.


• Milan Svolik. 2012. The Politics of Authoritarian Rule. Cambridge University Press. Chapter 6.


• Magaloni, Beatriz. 2006. Voting for Autocracy: Hegemonic Party Survival and its Demise in
Mexico. New York: Cambridge University Press: Introduction and Chapter 1.
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• Meng, Anne. “Ruling parties in authoritarian regimes: rethinking institutional strength.” British
Journal of Political Science 51, no. 2 (2021): 526-540.


Recommended Reading:


• Smith, Benjamin, 2005. Life of the party: The origins of regime breakdown and persistence under
single-party rule. World politics, 57(3), pp.421-451.


• Malesky, Edmund, and Paul Schuler. “The Single-Party Dictator’s Dilemma: Information in Elec-
tions without Opposition.” Legislative Studies Quarterly 36, no. 4 (2011): 491-530.


• Levitsky, Steven R., and Lucan A. Way. “Beyond patronage: Violent struggle, ruling party cohesion,
and authoritarian durability.” Perspectives on Politics 10, no. 4 (2012): 869-889.


WEEK 3 (SEPTEMBER 8 - ZOOM CLASS) - TYPES OF AUTHORITARIAN REGIMES: PERSONALIST


AND MILITARY RULE


Required Reading:


• Milan Svolik. 2012. The Politics of Authoritarian Rule. Cambridge University Press. Chapters 3
and 5.


• H. E. Chehabi and Juan J. Linz. 1998. A Theory of Sultanism: A Type of Nondemocratic Rule. In
Sultanistic Regimes, eds. H. E. Chehabi and Juan J. Linz. pp 2-25


• Polese, Abel, and Slavomir Horak. “A tale of two presidents: personality cult and symbolic nation-
building in Turkmenistan.” Nationalities Papers 43, no. 3 (2015): 457-478.


• Powell, Jonathan. “Determinants of the Attempting and Outcome of Coups d’etat.” Journal of
Conflict Resolution 56, no. 6 (2012): 1017-1040.


• Remmer, K.L., 1989. Neopatrimonialism: The politics of military rule in Chile, 1973-1987. Com-
parative Politics, 21(2), pp.149-170.


Recommended Reading:


• Marinov, Nikolay, and Hein Goemans. “Coups and democracy.” British Journal of Political Science
44, no. 4 (2014): 799-825.


• Geddes, Barbara, Erica Frantz, and Joseph G. Wright. “Military rule.” Annual Review of Political
Science 17 (2014): 147-162.


• McMahon, R. Blake and Branislav Slantchev. 2015. The Guardianship Dilemma: Regime Security
through and from the Armed Forces. American Political Science Review.


WEEK 4 (SEPTEMBER 15) - TYPES OF AUTHORITARIAN REGIMES: COMPETITIVE AUTHORITAR-
IANISM


Required Reading:


• Steven Levitsky and Lucan Way. Competitive Authoritarianism. 2010. Chapters 1-2.


• Schedler, Andreas. “Electoral authoritarianism.” The Dynamics of Unfree Competition. Ed. An-
dreas Schedler. Boulder: Lynne Rienner, 2006. 77-94.
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• Lust-Okar, Ellen. “Elections under authoritarianism: Preliminary lessons from Jordan.” Democ-
ratization 13, no. 3 (2006): 456-471.


• Menaldo, Victor. 2012. The Middle East and North Africa’s Resiliant Monarchs. Journal of Politics.
74.3


• Truex, Rory. “Consultative authoritarianism and its limits.” Comparative political studies 50, no.
3 (2017): 329-361.


Recommended Reading:


• Zakaria, Fareed. “The rise of illiberal democracy.” Foreign Affairs. 76 (1997)


• Schedler, Andreas. “The menu of manipulation.” Journal of democracy 13, no. 2 (2002): 36-50.


• Brownlee, Jason. “Portents of pluralism: How hybrid regimes affect democratic transitions.”
American Journal of Political Science 53, no. 3 (2009): 515-532.


WEEK 5 (SEPTEMBER 22) - REGIME TRANSITION: WHEN DO DEMOCRACIES BECOME AUTOC-
RACIES


Required Reading:


• Kapstein, Ethan B., and Nathan Converse. Why democracies fail. Journal of Democracy 19, no. 4
(2008): 57-68.


• Houle, Christian. 2015. Ethnic Inequality and the Dismantling of Democracy: A Global Analysis.
World Politics.


• Maeda, Ko (2010). Two modes of democratic breakdown: A competing risks analysis of demo-
cratic durability. The Journal of Politics 72(4), 1129-1143.


• Bermeo, Nancy. On democratic backsliding. Journal of Democracy 27.1 (2016): 5-19.


• Levitsky, Steven, and Lucan Way. The myth of democratic recession. Journal of Democracy 26,
no. 1 (2015): 45-58.


• Slater, Dan. Democratic careening. World Politics 65, no. 4 (2013): 729-763.


Recommended Reading:


• Steven Levitsky and Daniel Ziblatt. How Democracies Die. New York: Crown, 2018.


• Gibler, Douglas M and Kirk A Randazzo (2011). Testing the effects of independent judiciaries on
the likelihood of democratic backsliding. American Journal of Political Science 55(3), 696-709.


WEEK 6 (SEPTEMBER 29 - ZOOM CLASS) - REGIME TRANSITION: WHEN DO AUTOCRACIES


BECOME DEMOCRACIES


Required Reading:


• Inglehart, Ronald, and Christian Welzel. Modernization, cultural change, and democracy: The
human development sequence. Cambridge University Press, 2005. Chapter 1.
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• Luebbert, G.M. 1987. “Social Foundations of Political Order in Interwar Europe.” World Politics.


• Daron Acemoglu and James A. Robinson. Economic Origins of Dictatorship and Democracy Cam-
bridge: Cambridge University Press, 2006, chs. 1-2.


• Bruce Bueno de Mesquita, Alastair Smith, Randolph M. Siverson, and James D. Morrow, The Logic
of Political Survival. Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 2003. Chapter 3.


• Bratton, M. and Nicolas van de Walle. 1997. Democratic Experiments in Africa. Regime Transi-
tions in Comparative Perspective. New York: Cambridge University Press. Chapter 1.


• Przeworski, A. Democracy and the Market: Chapter 2.


Recommended Reading:


• Mancur Olson, “Dictatorship, Democracy, and Development,” American Political Science Review
87: 567-76.


• Moore Jr., B. 1966. Social Origins of Dictatorship and Democracy. Boston: Beacon Press: Chapters
7-9


• Boix, C. Democracy and Redistribution (Cambridge) Chs 1-2.


• Paul Dower, Evgeny Finkel, Scott Gehlbach, Steven Nafziger. 2018. “Collective Action and Rep-
resentation in Autocracies: Evidence from Russia’s Great Reforms” American Political Science
Review. 112 (1): 125-147.


• Samuel P. Huntington. The Third Wave: Democratization in the Late Twentieth Century. Norman:
University of Oklahoma Press, 1991.


• Mancur Olson, Power and Prosperity. New York: Basic Books, 2000.


• Hirschman, A. 1978. “Exit, Voice, and the State.” World Politics 31(1): 90-107.


WEEK 7 - (OCTOBER 6) REPRESSION IN AUTHORITARIAN REGIMES


Required Reading:


• Gerschewski, J., 2013. The three pillars of stability: legitimation, repression, and co-optation in
autocratic regimes. Democratization, 20(1), pp.13-38.


• Wedeen, Lisa. 1998. Acting ‘’As If’: Symbolic Politics and Social Control in Syria, Comparative
Studies in Society and History, 40(3): 503-523


• Chestnut Greitens, Sheena. Dictators and their secret police: Coercive institutions and state vio-
lence. Cambridge University Press, 2016. Chapter 2.


• Escriba-Folch, Abel. “Repression, political threats, and survival under autocracy.” International
Political Science Review 34, no. 5 (2013): 543-560.


• Arturas Rozenas and Yuri Zhukov. 2019. Mass Repression and Political Loyalty: Evidence from
Stalin’s ‘Terror by Hunger’ American Political Science Review.


• Bishara, Dina. “The politics of ignoring: Protest dynamics in late Mubarak Egypt.” Perspectives
on Politics 13, no. 4 (2015): 958-975.


9







Politics of Authoritarian Regimes CPO 6056 Syllabus


Recommended Reading:


• Fariss, Christopher. 2014. Respect for Human Rights has Improved Over Time: Modeling the
Changing Standard of Accountability. American Political Science Review.


• Hassan, Mai. “The strategic shuffle: Ethnic geography, the internal security apparatus, and elec-
tions in Kenya.” American Journal of Political Science 61, no. 2 (2017): 382-395.


WEEK 8 - (OCTOBER 13) POLITICAL INSTITUTIONS IN AUTHORITARIAN REGIMES


Required Reading:


• Gandhi, Jennifer 2008, Political Institutions Under Dictatorship. Cambridge University Press.
Chapters 2 and 3


• Lust-Okar, Ellen. 2005. Structuring Conflict in the Arab World: Chapters 2-3


• Boix, Carles and Milan Svolik. 2013. “The Foundations of Limited Authoritarian Government:
Institutions and Power-sharing in Dictatorships.” Journal of Politics


• Tsai, Lily L. ”Solidary groups, informal accountability, and local public goods provision in rural
China.” American Political Science Review 101, no. 2 (2007): 355-372.


Recommended Reading:


• O’Donnell, G. 1973. Modernization and Bureaucratic Authoritarianism. Berkeley: University of
California Berkeley.


• Meng, Tianguang, Jennifer Pan, and Ping Yang. “Conditional receptivity to citizen participation:
Evidence from a survey experiment in China.” Comparative Political Studies 50, no. 4 (2017):
399-433.


• Bellin, Eva. 2004. “The Robustness of Authoritarianism in the Middle East: Exceptionalism in
Comparative Perspective,” Comparative Politics vol. 36, no. 2 (January): 139- 157


• Malesky, Edmund and Paul Schuler. 2010. Nodding or Needling: Analyzing Delegate Responsive-
ness in an Authoritarian Parliament. American Political Science Review, 104(3): pp. 482-502.


WEEK 9 - (OCTOBER 20) ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT IN AUTHORITARIAN REGIMES


Required Reading:


• Wintrobe, Ronald. 1998. The Political Economy of Dictatorship. Cambridge University Press.
Chapters 6 and 14.


• Wright, Joseph, 2008. Do authoritarian institutions constrain? How legislatures affect economic
growth and investment. American Journal of Political Science, 52(2), pp.322-343.


• McFaul, M. and Stoner-Weiss, K., 2008. The Myth of the Authoritarian Model-How Putin’s Crack-
down Holds Russia Back. Foreign Affairs, 87, p.68.


• Haber, Stephen and Victor Menaldo. 2010. “Do Natural Resources Fuel Authoritarianism? a
Reappraisal of the Resource Curse” American Political Science Review. 105(1).
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• Bruce Bueno de Mesquita, Alastair Smith, Randolph M. Siverson, and James D. Morrow, The Logic
of Political Survival. Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 2003. Chapter 4.


Recommended Reading:


• Michael L. Ross, 2001. Does Oil Hinder Democracy?, World Politics 53 (April 2001), 325-61


• Olson, M. 2000. Power and Prosperity New York: Basic Books: Chapters 1-4


WEEK 10 (OCTOBER 27 - ZOOM CLASS) - POLITICS OF PATRONAGE IN AUTHORITARIAN REGIMES


Required Reading:


• Magaloni, Beatriz. 2006. Voting for Autocracy: Hegemonic Party Survival and its Demise in
Mexico. New York: Cambridge University Press: Chapters 3 and 4.


• Blaydes, Lisa. 2011. Elections and Distributive Politics in Mubarak’s Egypt. Cambridge University
Press. Chapters 1 and 6.


• Van de Walle, Nicolas. 2007. “Meet the new boss, same as the old boss? The evolution of political
clientelism in Africa.” In Patrons, Clients, and Politics: Patterns of Democratic Accountability and
Political Competition, edited by Herbert Kitschelt and Steven I. Wilkinson. Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press.


• Shih, Victor, Christopher Adolph, and Mingxing Liu. “Getting ahead in the communist party:
explaining the advancement of central committee members in China.” American Political Science
Review 106, no. 1 (2012): 166-187.


Recommended Reading:


• Geddes, Barbara and John Zaller. 1989. Sources of Popular Support for Authoritarian Regimes.
American Journal of Political Science 33(2): 319-347


• Susan Rose-Ackerman, Corruption and Government. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,
1999.


WEEK 11 - (NOVEMBER 3) MEDIA IN AUTHORITARIAN SETTINGS


Required Reading:


• Pearce, K.E. and Kendzior, S., 2012. Networked authoritarianism and social media in Azerbaijan.
Journal of Communication, 62(2), pp.283-298.


• King, G., Pan, J. and Roberts, M.E., 2013. How censorship in China allows government criticism
but silences collective expression. American Political Science Review, 107(2), pp.326-343.


• Gunitsky, Seva. “Corrupting the cyber-commons: Social media as a tool of autocratic stability.”
Perspectives on Politics 13, no. 1 (2015): 42-54.


• Peisakhin, Leonid, and Arturas Rozenas. “Electoral effects of biased media: Russian television in
Ukraine.” American Journal of Political Science 62, no. 3 (2018): 535-550.


• Kern, Holger Lutz, and Jens Hainmueller. “Opium for the masses: How foreign media can stabilize
authoritarian regimes.” Political Analysis 17, no. 4 (2009): 377-399.
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• Enikolopov, Ruben, Maria Petrova, and Ekaterina Zhuravskaya. “Media and political persuasion:
Evidence from Russia.” American Economic Review 101, no. 7 (2011): 3253-85.


Recommended Reading:


• King, G., Pan, J. and Roberts, M.E., 2017. How the Chinese government fabricates social media
posts for strategic distraction, not engaged argument. American Political Science Review, 111(3),
pp.484-501.


• Rod, Espen Geelmuyden, and Nils B. Weidmann. “Empowering activists or autocrats? The Internet
in authoritarian regimes.” Journal of Peace Research 52, no. 3 (2015): 338-351.


WEEK 12 - (NOVEMBER 10) PROTEST IN AUTHORITARIAN REGIMES


Required Reading:


• Rasler, Karen. “Concessions, repression, and political protest in the Iranian revolution.” American
Sociological Review (1996): 132-152.


• Lohmann, Susanne. 1994. “Dynamics of informational cascades: the monday demonstrations in
Leipzig, East Germany, 1989-1991.” World Politics 47: 42-101.


• Kuran, Timur (1991). “Now Out of Never: The Element of Surprise in the East European Revolu-
tion of 1989.” World Politics 44: 7-48.


• Brancati, Dawn. 2014. Pocketbook Protests: Explaining the Emergence of Pro-Democracy Protests
Worldwide. Comparative Political Studies


• Lorentzen, Peter L. Regularizing rioting: Permitting public protest in an authoritarian regime.
Quarterly Journal of Political Science 8, no. 2 (2013): 127-158.


• Beissinger, Mark. 2013. “The Semblance of Democratic Revolution: Coalitions in Ukraine’s Or-
ange Revolution.” American Political Science Review, 107(3), 574-592.


• Rosenfeld, Bryn, 2017. Reevaluating the Middle-Class Protest Paradigm: A Case-Control Study of
Democratic Protest Coalitions in Russia. American Political Science Review, 111(4), pp.637-652.


Recommended Reading:


• Steinert-Threlkeld, Zachary. 2017. Spontaneous Collective Action: Peripheral Mobilization Dur-
ing the Arab Spring. American Political Science Review


• Hollyer, James R., Rosendorff, B. Peter and James Vreeland. 2015. Transparency, Protest, and
Autocratic Instability. American Political Science Review.


• Scott, James. 1985. Weapons of the Weak. Yale University Press: Chapter 8


• Idean Salehyan and Brandon Stewart. 2016. Political Mobilization and Government Targeting:
When Do Dissidents Challenge the State? Comparative Political Studies


• Radnitz, Scott, 2010. Weapons of the wealthy: Predatory regimes and elite-led protests in Central
Asia. Cornell University Press.


• Tucker, Joshua A. (2007) Enough! Electoral Fraud, Collective Action Problems, and PostCommu-
nist Colored Revolutions. Perspectives on Politics, 5(3), pp. 535- 551.
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• Pearlman, Wendy. “Emotions and the Microfoundations of the Arab Uprisings.” Perspectives on
Politics 11, no. 2 (2013): 387-409.


• Ulfelder, Jay. “Contentious collective action and the breakdown of authoritarian regimes.” Inter-
national Political Science Review 26, no. 3 (2005): 311-334.


• Hellmeier, Sebastian, and Nils B. Weidmann. “Pulling the strings? The strategic use of pro-
government mobilization in authoritarian regimes.” Comparative Political Studies 53, no. 1
(2020): 71-108.


WEEK 13 (NOVEMBER 17 - ZOOM CLASS) - AUTHORITARIAN GOVERNMENTS AND POLITICAL


VIOLENCE


Required Reading:


• Fjelde, Hanne. “Generals, Dictators, and Kings: Authoritarian Regimes and Civil Conflict, 1973–
2004.” Conflict Management and Peace Science 27, no. 3 (2010): 195-218.


• Zhukov, Yuri M.“Population resettlement in war: Theory and evidence from Soviet archives.”
Journal of Conflict Resolution 59, no. 7 (2015): 1155-1185.


• Petersen, Roger D. Resistance and Rebellion: Lessons from Eastern Europe. Cambridge University
Press. Chapter 2.


• Wilson, Matthew C., and James A. Piazza. “Autocracies and terrorism: Conditioning effects of
authoritarian regime type on terrorist attacks.” American Journal of Political Science 57, no. 4
(2013): 941-955.


• Aksoy, Deniz, David B. Carter, and Joseph Wright. “Terrorism in dictatorships.” The Journal of
Politics 74, no. 3 (2012): 810-826.


Recommended Reading:


• Fearon, James and David Laitin. 2003. “Ethnicity, Insurgency and Civil War” American Political
Science Review: 475-90.


• Aksoy, Deniz, David B. Carter, and Joseph Wright. “Terrorism and the Fate of Dictators.” World
Politics 67, no. 3 (2015): 423-468.


• Hegre, Havard. “Toward a democratic civil peace? Democracy, political change, and civil war,
1816–1992.” American political science review 95, no. 1 (2001): 33-48.


NO CLASS NOVEMBER 24, WORK ON FINAL PAPERS


WEEK 15 - (DECEMBER 1) STUDENT PRESENTATIONS?


RESEARCH PAPER DUE SATURDAY DECEMBER 11 @ 12:00P THROUGH WEBCOURSES
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Politics of Authoritarian Regimes CPO 6056 Syllabus


Questions to answer while reading an academic article or book (maybe in
this order)1


• What is the point of the article?


• What is the author’s agenda?


• Is the author trying to explain something? What is it?


• What have other people said about the subject the author is trying to explain?


• Does the author contribute anything beyond what these other people have said?


• What broader research agenda is the author adding to?


• What broader research agenda is the author trying to get rid of?


• What is the author’s argument to explain this outcome?


• What claims does the author use to bridge his/her explanation of the outcome with the outcome
itself?


• What assumptions does the author make in making these claims?


• How does the author test the claims that he/she made?


• Is this the best possible way to test these claims? Why or why not?


• Does the author test the theory in the appropriate place/time?


• Does the author’s test adequately take alternative explanations into account?


• Does the author’s test adequately account for biases, such as endogeneity, selection or ecological
inference?


• What are the author’s findings?


• Are the findings generalizable to other cases?


• How do the findings affect our understanding of the author’s research agenda? Other research
agendas?


• Has the author convinced you that his/her explanation for the chosen outcome is better than what
others have done?


1It’s also good practice to do this with your own work.
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University of Central Florida 


Political Behavior 


School of Politics, Security, and International Affairs School of Politics, Security, and 


International Affairs (ucf.edu) 


Fall 2021 


POS 4204 Section 1   


Mondays | 6-8:50PM |MSB 360 


3 credit hours 


 


  


Instructor: Dr. Lynne Gleiber 


E-Mail: lynne.gleiber@ucf.edu 


Office hours: By appointment  


I will respond to emails within 48 hours. 


Course Description 


This course will focus on the role of political behavior in American Politics. It will examine 


political behavior in various forms and among specific groups of individuals. Students will be 


assigned required readings posted on webcourses and from the required textbook which will 


need to be completed weekly. Participation in module activities is mandatory. 


  


Course Objectives/Outcomes 


Students who successfully complete the course will have obtained: 


• Knowledge of widely accepted concepts of:  


o American voting behavior 


o Political Socialization 


o The effects of inequality on participation 


o Participation and the Democratization process 


o Social movement as forms of political behavior 


• Knowledge of types of political behavior 


• Knowledge of drivers of political behavior 


  


  


Expectations for Student Performance  


Course Requirements 


Work assignments must be completed on time. 


  



https://sciences.ucf.edu/politics/

https://sciences.ucf.edu/politics/





Required textbook and readings:  


• Textbook: Political Behavior of the American Electorate, Edition 14, William H. 


Flanigan, Nancy H. Zingale, Elizabeth A. Theiss-Morse, and Michael W. Wagner. 


o Available in the bookstore 


o Required for the course 


  


• All other readings: 


o Posted on webcourses 


o Required for the course 


 


 


 


 


Grading Distribution 


Final grades will be composed as follows: 


Examination 1                                     20% 


Examination 2                                     20% 


Literature Review                                10% 


Module Activities       20% 


Final Examination (Cumulative)        30% 


 


Examinations, Research Design assignment, and Grading 


Three exams will be given: two during the semester and one final exam. Questions will be based 


on information covered in the textbook, articles, and book excerpts. The completion and 


submission of a research design paper is a requirement for the course. Detailed instructions will 


be discussed during the second week of the semester. The dates for all exams and for turning in 


the research design are listed in the course schedule below. Exams will be given out of class on 


webcourses with Proctor Hub. 


  


In the interest of fairness to all students, extra credit work will not be given. If a student misses 


an exam, he or she must provide sufficient justification for doing so (e.g. a documented 


emergency) to qualify for a make-up-exam.  If documentation is not provided a make-up exam 


will not be given. It is the responsibility of the student to contact me (by telephone, voice mail or 


e-mail) before or immediately after the missed exam to discuss the possibility of being given a 


make-up exam.  


Religious Observance 


Students must notify their instructor in advance if they intend to miss class for a religious 
observance. For more information, see the UCF policy at 
<http://regulations.ucf.edu/chapter5/documents/5.020ReligiousObservancesFINALJan19 


The table shows the range for each letter grade and uses a plus/minus system. 



http://regulations.ucf.edu/chapter5/documents/5.020ReligiousObservancesFINALJan19.pdf





Letter Grade and points 


  


A 


93 – 100 points 


A- 


90 – 92 points 


B+ 


87 – 89 points 


B 


83 – 86 points 


B- 


80 – 82 points 


C+ 


77 – 79 points 


C 


73 – 76 points 


C- 


70 – 72 points 


D+ 


67 – 69 points 


D 


63 – 66 points 


D- 







60 – 62 points 


F 


59 and below 


  


  


1. Academic Integrity  


Academic integrity is fundamental to the process of learning and evaluating academic 


performance.  Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated.  Academic dishonesty includes, but is 


not limited to, the following: cheating, plagiarism, tampering with academic records and 


examinations, falsifying identity, and being an accessory to acts of academic dishonesty. For 


clarification of what constitutes academic dishonesty, please consult The Golden Rule, the 


University of Central Florida’s Student Handbook http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/ 


.  Students are Violations of the rules addressing academic integrity stated in The Golden Rule 


will result in documentation of the infraction and a grade of zero for the work in question. 


Confirmation of academic dishonesty an also result in expulsion from the University of Central 


Florida. 


  


1. Attendance and Withdrawal 


Students are expected to participate in all course activities and are responsible for withdrawing 


from the course if he or she decides not to complete it.  Students who discontinue participation, 


and do not withdraw will fail the course. 


  


Grading Distribution 


Final grades will be composed as follows: 


Examination 1                                     20% 


Examination 2                                     20% 


Literature Review                                10% 


Module Activities       20% 


Final Examination (Cumulative)        30% 


  


Course Accessibility 



http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/





The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all persons 


with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students with 


disabilities who need specific access in this course, such as accommodations, should contact the 


professor as soon as possible to discuss various access options. Students should also connect 


with Student Accessibility Services (Ferrell Commons, 7F, Room 185, sas@ucf.edu, phone 


(407) 823-2371). Through Student Accessibility Services, a Course Accessibility Letter may be 


created and sent to professors, which informs faculty of potential access and accommodations 


that might be reasonable. Once Student Disability Services has been contacted, I am happy to 


make any arrangements needed by my students. 


Campus Safety Statement 


Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise during class, everyone needs to work 


together. Students should be aware of their surroundings and familiar with some basic safety and 


security concepts.  


  


• In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance. 


• Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall near the 


door. Students should make a note of the guide’s physical location and review the online 


version at http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html. 


• Students should know the evacuation routes from each of their classrooms and have a 


plan for finding safety in case of an emergency. 


• If there is a medical emergency during class, students may need to access a first-aid kit or 


AED (Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those are located, see 


http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/workplacesafety.html (click on link from menu on left). 


• To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text 


alerts by going to ucf.edu and logging in. Click on “Student Self Service” located on the 


left side of the screen in the toolbar, scroll down to the blue “Personal Information” 


heading on the Student Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the information, 


including e-mail address, cell phone number, and cell phone provider, click “Apply” to 


save the changes, and then click “OK.” 


• Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their 


instructors outside of class. 


• To learn about how to manage an active-shooter situation on campus or elsewhere, 


consider viewing this video. 


 


 Required statement from the University regarding COVID-19: 


University-Wide Face Covering Policy for Common Spaces and Face-to-Face Classes 


To protect members of our community, everyone is required to wear a facial covering inside all 


common spaces including classrooms 



http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

mailto:sas@ucf.edu

http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html

http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/workplacesafety.html

http://my.ucf.edu/

https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk





(https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/PolicyEmergencyCOVIDReturnPolicy.pdf. Students who 


choose not to wear facial coverings will be asked to leave the classroom by the instructor. If they 


refuse to leave the classroom or put on a facial covering, they may be considered disruptive 


(please see the Golden Rule for student behavior expectations). Faculty have the right to cancel 


class if the safety and well-being of class members are in jeopardy. Students will be responsible 


for the material that would have been covered in class as provided by the instructor. 


  


Notifications in Case of Changes to Course Modality 


Depending on the course of the pandemic during the semester, the university may make changes 


to the way classes are offered. If that happens, please look for announcements or messages in 


Webcourses@UCF or Knights email about changes specific to this course. 


  


COVID-19 and Illness Notification 


Students who believe they may have a COVID-19 diagnosis should contact UCF Student Health 


Services (407-823-2509) so proper contact tracing procedures can take place. 


Students should not come to campus if they are ill, are experiencing any symptoms of COVID-


19, have tested positive for COVID, or if anyone living in their residence has tested positive or is 


sick with COVID-19 symptoms. CDC guidance for COVID-19 symptoms is located here: 


(https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html) 


Students should contact their instructor(s) as soon as possible if they miss class for any illness 


reason to discuss reasonable adjustments that might need to be made. When possible, students 


should contact their instructor(s) before missing class. 


  


In Case of Faculty Illness 


If the instructor falls ill during the semester, there may be changes to this course, including 


having a backup instructor take over the course. Please look for announcements or mail in 


Webcourses@UCF or Knights email for any alterations to this course. 


  


Course Accessibility and Disability COVID-19 Supplemental Statement 


Accommodations may need to be added or adjusted should this course shift from an on-campus 


to a remote format. Students with disabilities should speak with their instructor and should 


contact sas@ucf.edu to discuss specific accommodations for this or other courses. 



https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/PolicyEmergencyCOVIDReturnPolicy.pdf

https://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html

mailto:sas@ucf.edu





Deployed Active Duty Military Students 


Students who are deployed active duty military and/or National Guard personnel and require 


accommodation should contact their instructors as soon as possible after the semester begins 


and/or after they receive notification of deployment to make related arrangements. 


Copyright 


This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, images, text 


materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use doctrine in order to 


enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, download or distribute these 


items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for this online classroom environment and 


your use only. All copyright materials are credited to the copyright holder. 


Third-Party Software and FERPA 


During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or 
software applications sometimes called third-party software such as a blog or wiki. While 
some of these could be required assignments, you need not make any personally 
identifying information on a public site. Do not post or provide any private information 
about yourself or your classmates. Where appropriate you may use a pseudonym or 
nickname. Some written assignments posted publicly may require personal 
reflection/comments, but the assignments will not require you to disclose any personally 
identity-sensitive information. If you have any concerns about this, please contact your 
instructor. 


 Course Plan 


The following is a schedule of readings, exams, and assignments for the course.  Adjustments 


may be made if necessary, because of emerging situations. Please note that if classes are 


suspended for any reason, students should attempt to adhere to the dates of readings and 


assignments listed below unless advised to do otherwise. 


  


Course Schedule 


Module 1 Voting behavior, Socialization, and Partisanship 


Week 1 - Democratic Beliefs and American Democracy 


Week 2 - Electoral Context and Strategy |Turnout and Participation in Elections 


Week 3 - Socialization and Development of Partisanship 


Week 4 - Exam 1 


Module 2 Equality, Participation, and Public Opinion 


Week 5 - Race, Ethnicity, and Political Resources 


Week 6 - Groups and Policy Interests 



file:///D:/courses/1384481/pages/course-schedule





Week 7 - Citizen Activity: Who participates, what do they say? 


Week 8 - Spiral of Silence 


Week 9 - Group Characteristics and Social Networks 


Week 10 -Exam 2 


Module 3 Media Influence and Social Determinants and Social Movements 


Week 11 - Public Opinion and Ideology 


Week 12 - Political Communication and the Mass Media 


Week 13 - Literature Review is Due (Monday, April 5) Vote Choice and Electoral Decisions 


Week 14 -  


Week 15 - Women's Suffrage, Black Liberation, and Latino Social Movements 


Week 16 - Last week of semester 


Final Exam Period 
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Professor Nikola Mirilovic   


 
The Scientific Study of Security (INR7332-0001) 


Credit: 3 Units 
University of Central Florida, Fall 2021 


Time: Mon 1:00PM - 3:50PM  
Location: HPH O305G 


 
Office Phillips Hall 311 D 


Office hours Online: Mon 12-1 PM and Tue 12-3 PM (or by appointment). Please 
call the SPSIA main office (407 823-2608) to have your call 
transferred to me during office hours. 


Voice (407) 823-5082 


Email Via the course page on Webcourses 


 
Course description: This class centers on students developing and completing a security studies research 
paper ready for submission to a high quality peer reviewed journal. The process involves completing 
three drafts of the paper and presenting the paper in class three times. Students will work on improving 
their research design and data analysis skills, their presentation skills, and their knowledge of the 
relevant literature. Class discussion and participation focuses on students formally presenting their work 
and discussing their colleagues’ work, as well as several articles from the extant literature.  
 
Course goals: 1) Students will improve their writing, presentation, analytical and research skills. 2) 
Students will complete a security studies research paper ready for submission to a high quality peer 
reviewed journal.  


Requirements: The final grade will be based on class participation, three drafts of the research paper, 
and a dataset summary. Research paper: the first draft will count for 5% of the final grade; the second 
draft will count for 25% of the final grade; the final draft will count for 35% of the final grade. The 
dataset summary will count for 5% of the final grade. Participation will count for 30% of the final grade.  


Students will complete an original research paper (9,000 word maximum) on a security issue. The 
research paper should include a research question, key hypotheses, an explanation of the relevant 
causal logic, a discussion of alternative arguments and a literature review, and a discussion of key 
findings and of the research method and the data used in testing the hypotheses. The research paper 
will be an original work that the student produced for this class.  


The first draft of the research paper should include a completed research design, including key 
hypotheses and causal logic, alternative arguments, literature review, and a discussion of how the 
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argument will be tested (i.e., which dataset will be used and/or which cases will be examined in detail). 
The grade for the first draft will be based on whether the draft was handed in on time and presented. 
The second draft will be the completed research paper which includes an improved version of the 
research design above as well as the completed testing and discussion of empirical results. The third 
draft of the research paper will include an improved version of the above: a paper that is overall ready 
for submission to a quality peer reviewed journal.  


Participation is an important component of a seminar and it is particularly important in this class as it 
involves a number of presentations where students will formally present their research project to their 
colleagues. Students should regularly participate in class discussions: active participation is expected in 
every class. Quality of participation is also important: quality questions and comments are stated clearly, 
informed by the class readings (student papers and articles), and offer insightful and original arguments. 
Students should carefully read the work of their colleagues and the other assigned readings. They should 
be prepared to identify, explain and critique arguments from the readings and offer constructive 
feedback to their colleagues. 


The dataset summary (800 word maximum): choose a dataset relevant to security studies. The summary 
should include: the title of the dataset and information on where it can be found, information about the 
unit of analysis and the time period covered, a description of the variables included. Furthermore, 
choose three relevant variables and discuss in detail how they were coded (e.g.: the coding criteria, 
variable values, a description of how the coding criteria were applied to a particular observation). 
Identify the key strengths and weaknesses of the dataset.  


Turnitin.com: In this course we will utilize turnitin.com, an automated system which instructors can use 
to quickly and easily compare each student’s assignment with billions of web sites, as well as an 
enormous database of student papers that grows with each submission. You will submit assignments 
through the Canvas Assignment Tool as pdf or docx files. After the assignment is processed, as an 
instructor I receive a report from turnitin.com that states if and how another author’s work was used in 
the assignment. For a more detailed look at this process, visit http://www.turnitin.com. 


Course Correspondence: All correspondence with the instructor will be via Webcourses. I will usually 
respond to your message within 48 hours on business days.  


Paper Lateness Policy: The penalty for submitting a paper late is 10 points (one letter grade) for each 
calendar day of lateness (i.e., an A paper submitted a day late will receive a grade of B; if submitted two 
days late it will receive a grade of C, etc.).  


Required Readings: required readings include articles listed under “course schedule” below. Students 
should use their online UCF Library access to download all of those readings at the beginning of the 
class. Furthermore, the student presenting a paper will upload that paper about a week before the 
presentation (please see specific deadlines below) for their classmates to read.  


Academic Activity and Financial Aid: All instructors/faculty are required to document students’ 
academic activity at the beginning of each course. In order to document that you began this course, 
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please complete the following academic activity by the end of the first week of classes or as soon as 
possible after adding the course: on the course page on Webcourses, post a brief description (up to a 
paragraph) of why you are interested in taking this course. Failure to do so may result in a delay in the 
disbursement of your financial aid. 


Course Prerequsites/Corequisites: Admission to Political Science Ph.D. or C.I. Corequisite(s): None. 


UCF Academic Integrity Statement: Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of Conduct 
at <https://scai.sdes.ucf.edu/student-rules-of-conduct/>. According to Section 1, “Academic 
Misconduct,” students are prohibited from engaging in 


1. Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information or 
study aids in any academic exercise unless specifically authorized by the instructor of record. 
The unauthorized possession of examination or course-related material also constitutes 
cheating. 


2. Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral means: The presentation 
of material which has not been studied or learned, but rather was obtained through someone 
else’s efforts and used as part of an examination, course assignment, or project. 


3. Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to another person, student, 
and/or uploading course material to a third-party vendor without authorization or without the 
express written permission of the university and the instructor. Course materials include but are 
not limited to class notes, Instructor’s PowerPoints, course syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, 
instruction sheets, homework, study guides, handouts, etc. 


4. Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work. 
5. Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the source, thereby 


attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s own. 
6. Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than once without 


the express written permission of the instructor. 
7. Helping another violate academic behavior standards. 
8. Soliciting assistance with academic coursework and/or degree requirements. 


Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating 
Students should also familiarize themselves with the procedures for academic misconduct in UCF’s 
student handbook, The Golden Rule <https://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/>. UCF faculty members have a 
responsibility for students’ education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to prevent unethical 
behavior and respond to academic misconduct when necessary. Penalties for violating rules, policies, 
and instructions within this course can range from a zero on the exercise to an “F” letter grade in the 
course. In addition, an Academic Misconduct report could be filed with the Office of Student Conduct, 
which could lead to disciplinary warning, disciplinary probation, or deferred suspension or separation 
from the University through suspension, dismissal, or expulsion with the addition of a “Z” designation on 
one’s transcript. 


Being found in violation of academic conduct standards could result in a student having to disclose such 
behavior on a graduate school application, being removed from a leadership position within a student 
organization, the recipient of scholarships, participation in University activities such as study abroad, 
internships, etc. 



https://scai.sdes.ucf.edu/student-rules-of-conduct/

https://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/





4 
 


Let’s avoid all of this by demonstrating values of honesty, trust, and integrity. No grade is worth 
compromising your integrity and moving your moral compass. Stay true to doing the right thing: take 
the zero, not a shortcut. 


In-Class Recording Statement 
Students may, without prior notice, record video or audio of a class lecture for a class in which the 
student is enrolled for their own personal educational use.  A class lecture is defined as a formal or 
methodical oral presentation as part of a university course intended to present information or teach 
students about a particular subject. Recording classroom activities other than class lectures, including 
but not limited to lab sessions, student presentations (whether individually or part of a group), class 
discussion (except when incidental to and incorporated within a class lecture), clinical presentations 
such as patient history, academic exercises involving student participation, test or examination 
administrations, field trips, and private conversations is prohibited. Recordings may not be used as a 
substitute for class participation and class attendance, and may not be published or shared without the 
written consent of the faculty member. Failure to adhere to these requirements may constitute a 
violation of the University’s Student Code of Conduct as described in the Golden Rule. 
 
Unauthorized Use of Class Materials 
There are many fraudulent websites claiming to offer study aids to students but are actually cheat sites. 
They encourage students to upload course materials, such as test questions, individual assignments, and 
examples of graded material. Such materials are the intellectual property of instructors, the university, 
or publishers and may not be distributed without prior authorization. Students who engage in such 
activity are in violation of academic conduct standards and may face penalties. 
 
Course Accessibility Statement: The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and 
inclusion for all persons with disabilities. Students with disabilities who need access to course content 
due to course design limitations should contact the professor as soon as possible. Students should also 
connect with Student Accessibility Services (SAS) <http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/> (Ferrell Commons 185, 
sas@ucf.edu, phone 407-823-2371). For students connected with SAS, a Course Accessibility Letter may 
be created and sent to professors, which informs faculty of potential course access and 
accommodations that might be necessary and reasonable. Determining reasonable access and 
accommodations requires consideration of the course design, course learning objectives and the 
individual academic and course barriers experienced by the student. Further conversation with SAS, 
faculty and the student may be warranted to ensure an accessible course experience. 


Campus safety statement: Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise during class, 
everyone needs to work together. Students should be aware of their surroundings and familiar with 
some basic safety and security concepts. 


• In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance. 
• Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall near the door. 


Students should make a note of the guide’s physical location and review the online version at 
<http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html>. 


• Students should know the evacuation routes from each of their classrooms and have a plan for 
finding safety in case of an emergency. 


• If there is a medical emergency during class, students may need to access a first-aid kit or AED 
(Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those are located, see 
<https://ehs.ucf.edu/automated-external-defibrillator-aed-locations>. 



http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

mailto:sas@ucf.edu

http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html

https://ehs.ucf.edu/automated-external-defibrillator-aed-locations
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• To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text alerts by 
going to <https://my.ucf.edu> and logging in. Click on “Student Self Service” located on the left 
side of the screen in the toolbar, scroll down to the blue “Personal Information” heading on the 
Student Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the information, including e-mail address, 
cell phone number, and cell phone provider, click “Apply” to save the changes, and then click 
“OK.” 


• Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their instructors 
outside of class. 


• To learn about how to manage an active-shooter situation on campus or elsewhere, consider 
viewing this video (<https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk>). 


Deployed Active Duty Military Students: Students who are deployed active duty military and/or 
National Guard personnel and require accommodation should contact their instructors as soon as 
possible after the semester begins and/or after they receive notification of deployment to make related 
arrangements. 


Religious observances: Students must notify their instructor in advance if they intend to miss class for a 
religious observance. For more information, see the UCF policy at 
<http://regulations.ucf.edu/chapter5/documents/5.020ReligiousObservancesFINALJan19.pdf>. 


University Writing Center: Address and contact info: Colbourn Hall 105; Satellite Locations: Main 
Library, Rosen Library, Online; 407-823-2197 http://uwc.cah.ucf.edu/ 


The University Writing Center (UWC) offers writing support to students from first-year to graduate in 
every discipline. Tutors provide help at every stage of the writing process, including understanding 
assignments, researching, drafting, revising, incorporating sources, and learning to proofread and edit. 
The UWC’s purpose is not merely to fix or edit papers, but to teach writing strategies that can be applied 
to any writing situation. Consultations are available for individuals and small groups. You may schedule a 
45-minute appointment by clicking the Success Resources tab on Webcourses, calling the UWC at 407-
823-2197, or through the UWC website. 


The UWC seeks graduate and undergraduate tutors from all majors. To learn more about becoming a 
writing tutor, please contact us. 


COVID-19 and Attendance Statements: 


COVID-19 and Illness Notification 


Students who believe they may have been exposed to COVID-19 or who test positive must contact UCF 
Student Health Services (407-823-2509) so proper contact tracing procedures can take place. Students 
should not come to campus if they are ill, are experiencing any symptoms of COVID-19 or have tested 
positive for COVID-19. 


As stated above class participation and attendance is an important component of this class. Students 
should contact their instructor(s) as soon as possible if they miss class for any illness to discuss 



https://my.ucf.edu/

https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk
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reasonable adjustments that might need to be made. If you are sick, stay home. When possible, 
students should contact their instructor(s) before missing class. 


Course Accessibility and Disability 


Accommodations may need to be added or adjusted should this course shift from an on-campus to a 
remote format. Students with disabilities should speak with their instructor and should contact 
sas@ucf.edu to discuss specific accommodations for this or other courses. 


Notifications in Case of Changes to Course Modality 


If the instructor falls ill during the semester, there may be temporary changes to this course, including 
having a backup instructor take over the course or going remote for a short time. Please look for 
announcements or mail in Webcourses@UCF or Knights email for any temporary alterations to this 
course. 


Grading Scale: 


Letter Grade  Points  
A  93 – 100 points  
A-  90 – 92 points  
B+  87 – 89 points  
B  83 – 86 points  
B-  80 – 82 points  
C+  77 – 79 points  
C  73 – 76 points  
C-  70 – 72 points  
D+  67 – 69 points  
D  63 – 66 points  
D-  60 – 62 points  
F  59 and below  


 


Class Schedule 


1) August 23: Introductory Session 
 
No readings. 
 


2) August 30 
 


Ross, Michael L. 2004. “How Do Natural Resources Influence Civil War? Evidence from Thirteen Cases.” 
International Organization 58(1): 35-67. 
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Cruz, Consuelo. 2000. “Identity and Persuasion: How Nations Remember Their Pasts and Make Their 
Futures.” World Politics 52(3): 275-312. 
 
September 5 11:59 PM: paper 1st draft due – students A and B 


 
3) September 6: no class (Labor Day) 


 
4) September 13 


 
Presentation A1 
Presentation B1 
 
Paper 1st draft due (9/13, 11:59 PM): students C and D 
 


5) September 20 
 
Presentation C1 
Presentation D1 
 
Paper 1st draft due (9/20, 11:59 PM): students E and F 
 


6) September 27 
 
Presentation E1 
Presentation F1 
 


7) October 4 
 


Cheibub, José Antonio, Jennifer Gandhi & James Raymond Vreeland (2010). “Democracy and 
dictatorship revisited.” Public Choice 143: 67–101  
 
Belanger, Louis, Erick Duchesne & Jonathan Paquin (2005). “Foreign Interventions and Secessionist 
Movements: The Democratic Factor.” Canadian Journal of Political Science 38(2): 435–462. 
 
Paper 2nd draft due (10/4, 11:59 PM): students A and B 
 


8) October 11 
 


Presentation A2 
Presentation B2 
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Paper 2nd draft due (10/11, 11:59 PM): students C and D 
 


9) October 18  
 
Presentation C2 
Presentation D2 
 
Paper 2nd draft due (10/18, 11:59 PM): students E and F 


 
10) October 25 


 
Presentation E2 
Presentation F2 
 


11) November 1 
 
Maoz, Zeev & Bruce Russett (1993). “Normative and Structural Causes of Democratic Peace, 1946-
1986.” American Political Science Review 87(3): 624-638. 
 
Ferwerda, Jeremy & Nicholas L. Miller (2014). “Political Devolution and Resistance to Foreign Rule: A 
Natural Experiment.” American Political Science Review 108(3): 642–660. 
 
November 5 11:59 PM: Paper 3rd draft due: students A and B               
 


12) November 8  
 
TBA: professor attending a conference.  
 
Dataset summary due (11/8 noon).  
 


13) November 15 


Presentation A3 
Presentation B3 
 
Paper 3rd draft due (11/15, 11:59 PM): students C and D               
 


14) November 22 
 
Presentation C3 
Presentation D3 
 
Paper 3rd draft due (11/22, 11:59 PM): students E and F        
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15) November 29 
 
Presentation E3 
Presentation F3 
 
Note: This syllabus is subject to change at instructor’s discretion if necessary. Changes to the syllabus, if 
any, will be announced in class and the updated syllabus will be posted on Webcourses. 


 


 





		In-Class Recording Statement

		Students may, without prior notice, record video or audio of a class lecture for a class in which the student is enrolled for their own personal educational use.  A class lecture is defined as a formal or methodical oral presentation as part of a univ...
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Syllabus and Schedule 
POS 4206-OW60 Political Psychology 


 


 
 


Dr. Terri Susan Fine 


Fall 2021 


Section  Location Credit Hours 


OW60 World Wide Web 3 


Instructor Contact 


Instructor  


Dr. Terri Susan Fine 


Professor of Political Science 


Associate Director, Lou Frey Institute of Politics and Government 


Office 


Hours  


Office hours: Tuesday, 11:45am-2:45pm, via ZOOM 


By appointment:  ZOOM, telephone or face-to-face, by appointment   


  


Face-to-face meetings available at:  


School of Politics, Security and International Affairs HPH 302K, UCF Main Campus 


Lou Frey Institute, 12443 Research Parkway, Bldg. 400, Suite 406, UCF Research Park  


 


Appointments are readily available as the need arises.  


Phone  407-823-2081 (voicemail not available); send a course message with contact information 


Course mail 
Available through the “Inbox” function on the course home page (CANVAS menu, on left) 


Do not use “Discussions” to send messages as discussions are not private 


Personal e-mail terri.fine@ucf.edu 



mailto:terri.fine@ucf.edu
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Note: E-mail to this personal account is to be used for emergencies only (e.g., if you lack 


CANVAS access);  


 


All regular communication must go through the course “Inbox” (message) function. Non-


emergency e-mail submitted to my personal account will not receive a response.  


Course page https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1389940 


Course Description 


This course introduces elements of political psychology giving special emphasis to American 


politics.  The way that the public views its political world is a function of how that political 


world is presented to it.  Cultural dynamics framing political experiences are integral to 


understanding how the public sees its role in politics.  It is also important that one understands 


how that framework influences citizen participation in politics.  


 


We will analyze aspects of political psychology including attitudes and behavior, information 


processing, and decision making.  How these issues function within the context of welfare 


reform will then be investigated, to better understand how competing values affect the policy 


making process.  Multiple information sources will be consulted to full course requirements.   


 


Course Goals:  


 


a) Understand the relationship between psychology and politics  


b) Explain mass-level political participation through the lens of political psychology 


c) Explain elite behavior through the lens of political psychology 


d) Understand how the policy process are impacted by political psychology  


  


Course Objectives:  At the end of this course, you will be able to: 


 


a) Develop approaches to analyzing the relationship between psychology and politics  


b) Critique the role that psychology plays in mass-level participation and elite behavior.   


c) Evaluate how political psychology affects and is affected by political and electoral institutions. 


d) Describe how political psychology impacts policy making. 
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Course Texts 


 


Political Psychology:  Situations, Individuals and Cases by David Patrick Houghton, Second 


Edition, New York: Routledge Press.   


ISBN:  978-0-41583-382-0. 


Note:  This textbook is available as a free, unlimited-user eBook for anyone at UCF.   


To access the free textbook, go to: 


https://go.openathens.net/redirector/ucf.edu?url=https://www.taylorfrancis.com/books/97811350


51785 


Accessing the textbook requires that you authenticate (log in) as a UCF student.  You are 


permitted to read the textbook online or download content to read offline. Any unauthorized 


sharing of the textbook content is in violation of the license agreement between the publisher and 


university. The license permits access to this textbook for current UCF students, staff, and 


faculty only. Contact your librarian, Corinne Bishop, if you have questions.   
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The Politics of Policy Change:  Welfare, Medicare and Social Security Reform in the United 


States by Daniel Beland and Alex Waddan, Washington, DC:  George Washington University 


Press.   


ISBN:  978-1-58901-884-6.    


Be certain to purchase this textbook only and not older or alternate editions.       


Assessment 


Grades are based on several analyses, discussions, and quizzes, along with an extra credit 


opportunity.  The entire course will be conducted on-line; there will be no face-to-face class 


meetings or exams. 


    


Your grade will be determined as follows: 


 


Assignment Type Number of Each Assignment 


Type 


Points Available 


Analyses  6 350 points each 


Quizzes 


 


13 125 points each 


Discussions 6 100 points each 


Extra Credit 1 150 points 


 


Assignments are due on the day and time posted; late assignments may be submitted with prior 


arrangement with the instructor and submission of proper documentation explaining why 


submitting the assignment on time was not possible.  The instructor must be notified within 48 


hours before or after the missed assignment (unless doing so is impossible and the reason is 


documented) to be eligible to submit that assignment late.    


 


COVID-19 and Illness Notification  


Students who believe they may have been exposed to COVID-19 or who test positive must 


contact UCF Student Health Services (407-823-2509) so proper contact tracing procedures can 


take place. Students should not come to campus if they are ill, are experiencing any symptoms of 


COVID-19 or have tested positive for COVID-19. 


Students should contact their instructor(s) as soon as possible if they miss an assignment for any 


illness to discuss reasonable adjustments that might need to be made. When possible, students 


should contact their instructor(s) before missing an assignment. 


The COVID-19 pandemic impacts us all in many ways, including physically, mentally, 


emotionally, financially, academically, and professionally. I will work with you on challenges 


you may be encountering and to provide support to help you succeed within course parameters. 



https://fctl.ucf.edu/teaching-resources/course-design/syllabus-statements/#covid
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If the instructor falls ill during the semester, there may be changes to this course, including 


having a backup instructor take over the course. Please look for announcements or a course 


message or Knights email for any alterations to this course. 


Course Navigation 


Course materials are included on the “Modules” tab.  


Below is a short description of each module: 


Module Name Module Description 


Course Navigation This module includes materials focusing on the “nuts and bolts” of 


the course including the syllabus, a course navigation PowerPoint 


and a PowerPoint introducing the instructor to the class.    


Student Success This module includes materials focusing on student success 


including a PowerPoint focusing on proofreading and professional 


presentation and a list of writing resources and strategies for 


avoiding plagiarism.   


Introduction This module includes information on the two assessments required 


for the Introduction module.  These assessments include a course 


navigation quiz and an interactive introduction discussion. 


Note:  The U.S. Department of Education requires that all 


students complete a scored assessment during the first week of 


classes in each course in which they are enrolled.  Students who 


do not complete the course navigation quiz and the interactive 


introduction discussion may be removed from the course by the 


university.   


Module One:  This module includes instructions and materials for completing 


“Module One: Political Psychology as an Academic Discipline” 


Module Two This module includes instructions and materials for completing 


“Module Two: Political Psychology and Political Situations” 


Module Three This module includes instructions and materials for completing 


“Module Three: Political Psychology and the Individual” 


Module Four This module includes instructions and materials for completing 


“Module Four: Bringing Together the Situation and the Individual”   


Module Five This module includes instructions and materials for completing 


“Module Five: The Politics Psychology of Policy Change”   


Extra Credit 


(Optional) 


This module includes instructions and materials for completing a 


short optional extra credit activity.   


  


 


Recorded Final Grades 
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This course utilizes plus/minus grading. The recorded final grade will be one of the following: A, 


A-, B+, B, B-, C+, C, C-, D+, D, D-, F. There will be no A+, F+ or F-.  


 


Grade Grade Points Grade Grade Points 


A 4.0 C 2.0 


A- 3.75 C- 1.75 


B+ 3.25 D+ 1.25 


B 3.0 D 1.00 


B- 2.75 D- .75 


C+ 2.25 F 0 


Formative Assessment Goals and Objectives 


Analyses 


 


Analyze the relationship between psychology and politics in the United States 


Critique the role that psychology plays in mass-level participation, elite behavior 


and public policy 


Evaluate how political psychology affects and is affected by political and 


electoral institutions. 


Quizzes Understand how political psychology affects and is affected by political and 


electoral institutions. 


 


Discussions 


Analyze the relationship between psychology and politics in the United States 


Critique the role that psychology plays in mass-level participation, elite behavior 


and public policy 


Evaluate how political psychology affects and is affected by political and 


electoral institutions. 


 


Grading Procedures 


Final grades are based on the overall accumulated points.  Numerical grades compute into letter 


grades as follows (Note:  Percentages are not rounded): 


 


Letter Grade Accumulated Points Approximate Accumulated 


Percentage of Total Points 


A 4020 and higher 93% 


A- 3800-4019 88% 


B+ 3680-3799 85% 


B 3500-3679 81% 


B- 3375-3499 78% 


C+ 3240-3374 75% 


C 3070-3239 71% 


C- 2940-3069 68% 


D+ 2810-2939 65% 


D 2640-2809 61% 


D- 2510-2639 58% 
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F 2509 and lower  


 


 


POS 4206 Political Psychology 


Fall 2021 Schedule 


Please contact me if you have any concerns about the reading load, tips on getting the most from 


the course materials, or the course in general.  Changes in the syllabus and/or schedule may be 


made at any time during the term. A revised syllabus may be issued at my discretion. 


All assignments (quizzes, analyses, discussions) are due at 11:59pm on Fridays.   


All course assignments are described in the course modules.  Access course modules by 


clicking on “Modules” on the left menu of the course “Home” page.  


 


Module  Module Assignments Due Date 


Introduction Module 


 


 


Course Orientation Quiz 


  


Interactive Discussion:  Class Introductions 


 


(NOTE:  The Introduction Module score 


will not be included in the determination 


of final grades.  Failure to complete the 


Course Orientation quiz places students at 


risk for course withdrawal) 


Sunday, August 29, 


11:59pm 


 


 


Module One: Political 


Psychology as an 


Academic Discipline 


 


Houghton, Chapter 1/2  


 


Analysis:  Political Psychology and the 


Media 


Sunday, September 


5, 11:59pm 


 


Note:  UCF is 


closed Monday, 


September 6 to 


observe Labor Day 


Module Two:  Political 


Psychology and Political 


Situations 


Houghton, Chapter 3/4 Quiz 


Interactive Discussion:  Tabula Rasa 


 


Sunday, September 


12, 11:59pm 


Houghton, Chapter 5/6 Quiz 


Interactive Discussion:  Decision Making 


Sunday, September 


19, 11:59pm 


Analysis: Groupthink Sunday, September 


26, 11:59pm 


Module Three:  Political 


Psychology and the 


Individual 


Houghton, Chapter 7/8 Quiz 


Houghton, Chapter 9/10 Quiz 


Sunday, October 3, 


11:59pm 
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Analysis:  Political Psychobiography Sunday, October 


10, 11:59pm 


Houghton, Chapter 11/12 Quiz 


Interactive Discussion:  Presidential 


Campaigns 


Sunday, October 


17, 11:59pm 


Houghton, Chapter 13/14 Quiz 


Analysis:  Genocide 


Sunday, October 


24, 11:59pm 


Module Four: Bringing 


Together the Situation 


and the Individual 


Houghton, Chapter 15/16 Quiz 


 


Sunday, October 


31, 11:59pm 


Houghton, Chapter 17/18 Quiz 


Interactive Discussion: Symbolic Politics 


Sunday, November 


7, 11:59pm 


Module Five: The 


Politics Psychology of 


Policy Change   


Beland and Waddan, Introduction Quiz 


Beland and Waddan, Chapter 1 Quiz 


 


Interactive Discussion: Welfare Reform 


Sunday, November 


14, 11:59pm 


Beland and Waddan, Chapter 2 Quiz 


Beland and Waddan, Chapter 3 Quiz 


 


Analysis: Saenz v. Roe 


Sunday, November 


21, 11:59pm 


No Assignment 


Thanksgiving Holiday 


UCF classes are 


canceled 


Wednesday, 


November 24-28 to 


observe 


Thanksgiving 


Analysis:  Social Welfare Sunday, December 


5, 11:59pm 


Interactive Discussion:  Medicare 


 


Short Activity (optional): Issue Ownership 


and U.S. Foreign Policy  


 


Note:  The optional extra credit short 


activity is worth 150 points. 


 


Note:  There is no final exam in this 


course 


Wednesday, 


December 8, 


11:59pm 


University Policies 


Academic Integrity: 


 


Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of Conduct. According to Section 1, 


“Academic Misconduct,” students are prohibited from engaging in: 
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Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information or 


study aids in any academic exercise unless specifically authorized by the instructor of record. 


The unauthorized possession of examination or course-related material also constitutes cheating. 


 


Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral means: The presentation 


of material which has not been studied or learned, but rather was obtained through someone 


else’s efforts and used as part of an examination, course assignment, or project. 


 


Commercial use of academic material: Selling of course material to another person, student, 


and/or uploading course material to a third-party vendor without authorization or without the 


express written permission of the university and the instructor. Course materials include but are 


not limited to class notes, Instructor’s PowerPoints, course syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, 


instruction sheets, homework, study guides, handouts, etc. 


 


Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work including: 


 


Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the source, thereby 


attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s own. 


Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than once without the 


express written permission of the instructor. 


Helping another violate academic behavior standards. 


 


For more information about Academic Integrity, consult the International Center for Academic 


Integrity. 


 


For more information about plagiarism and misuse of sources, see “Defining and Avoiding 


Plagiarism: The WPA Statement on Best Practices”. 


 


Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating: 


 


Students should also familiarize themselves with the procedures for academic misconduct in 


UCF’s student handbook, The Golden Rule. UCF faculty members have a responsibility for 


students’ education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to prevent unethical behavior and 


when necessary respond to academic misconduct. Penalties can include a failing grade in an 


assignment or in the course, suspension or expulsion from the university, and/or a “Z 


Designation” on a student’s official transcript indicating academic dishonesty, where the final 


grade for this course will be preceded by the letter Z. For more information about the Z 


Designation consult The Golden Rule.     


 


Course Accessibility Statement: 


 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all persons 


with disabilities. Students with disabilities who need disability-related access in this course 


should contact the professor as soon as possible. Students should also connect with Student 
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Accessibility Services (SAS) (Ferrell Commons 185, sas@ucf.edu, phone 407-823-2371). 


Through Student Accessibility Services, a Course Accessibility Letter may be created and sent to 


professors, which informs faculty of potential access and accommodations that might be 


reasonable. Determining reasonable access and accommodations requires consideration of the 


course design, course learning objectives and the individual academic and course barriers 


experienced by the student. 


 


Make-Up Assignments for Authorized University Events or Co-curricular Activities: 


 


Students who represent the university in an authorized event or activity (for example, student-


athletes) and who are unable to meet a course deadline due to a conflict with that event must 


provide the instructor with documentation in advance to arrange a make-up. No penalty will be 


applied.  


 


Religious Observances: 


 


Students must notify their instructor in advance if they intend to miss class or an assignment 


deadline for a religious observance.  Notice one week in advance is required at which time we 


will negotiate appropriate deadlines for assessments that will be missed due to religious 


observance.     


 


Deployed Active-Duty Military Students: 


 


Students who are deployed active-duty military and/or National Guard personnel and require 


accommodation should contact their instructors as soon as possible after the semester begins 


and/or after they receive notification of deployment to make related arrangements. 








POS 3173 


Southern Politics  


Fall 2021 


Instructor: Jonathan Knuckey 


 


 


  







Course Overview 


Welcome to Southern Politics! 


This class is designed to provide you with a comprehensive overview of politics in the American South. 
For a political scientist the South is the most interesting region in the United States to study. Why study 
and be concerned about southern politics? 


• First, the South continues to be the most distinctive region in the United States. Although 
the South and the rest of the nation have converged in a number of important ways that we 
will study this semester, there is still much that sets the South apart from other regions. This 
continuing distinctiveness is demonstrated by the fact that the South is the only region of 
the United States to have developed its own subfield of study within political science. 


• Second, the post-World War II period in the South has been characterized by momentous 
changes with respect to race relations and economic development. Thus, the South 
provides a compelling case study of the effects and consequences of these changes on 
political structures, attitudes and behavior.  With respect to race, racial attitudes and civil 
rights, it also illustrates the need for further progress. 


• Third, anyone interested in developments in the American party system needs to 
comprehend the partisan changes that have taken place in the South. The class is 
organized around the unifying theme of partisan transformation from the once Democratic 
“Solid South” to a region characterized by two-party competition, and 
increasingly  Republican dominance. This is a fascinating and important story in its own 
right. However, it also has enormous implications for national party and electoral politics in 
the battle for the White House and control of Congress. 


Although our focus we be primarily on southern politics since the mid-twentieth century we will spend 
some time at the start of the class talking about the history of the South, and some of the key events 
that shaped the "traditional" or "Old" South and the nature of politics in the one-party Democratic 
"Solid South."  


We will then turn to an examination of the forces that began to transform the South with particular 
attention given to the Civil Rights movement era (1954-1965) in the South. 


This leads to the next part of the course which focuses on the rise of southern Republicans and the 
onset of two-party competition, and increasingly Republican dominance. 


We will end the course by addressing the question of whether the South is still a distinctive region and 
where the South might be heading - socially, economically and politically - over the next few decades. 


Hopefully your study of southern politics this semester will not just serve an academic interest but help 
in shedding some light on recent party politics in the South and, indeed, the nation, especially as our 
class coincides with the 2020 election .  Furthermore, the type of knowledge that you will acquire is 
exactly what campaign consultants across the South might be looking for. Maybe in the not too distant 
future you will be running a campaign where you can put into practice some of the material you learned 
about this semester. 







I look forward to the class and hope you find it enjoyable and informative. I look forward to learning a 
lot from you! 


  


 


 


Office Hours & Contact Information. 


Office hours: Via Zoom, Tuesday & Thursday, 10.30am-12.30pm 


Email: Use email in Webcourses.  If you write me M-F, I should get back to you within 24 hours. If I 


don’t, please feel free to send me a reminder! 


I will answer any message within 24 hours.  Remember to allow adequate time for a reply to a question 


about an assignment.  If you send a question a few hours before an assignment is due, I may not see it in 


time to provide help you out. 


A note on etiquette: You are what you email, which means your instructors will often shape their 


opinion of you according to the quality of the email messages you are sending. To that end, be sure to 


please keep the tone of your emails professional, sign your emails with your name and include an 


appropriate salutation (Hint: you can’t go wrong with “Dear Dr. Knuckey”).  


  


 


  







  


Textbook 


The textbook we will use is: Michael Perman, Pursuit of Unity: A Political History of the American South. 


    


You will most definitely need to buy and read this book to do well in the class.  Exam questions 
and assignments will partly be based on material from this textbook.  I have also assigned some 


other readings, mostly book chapters, which can be accessed from the Course Schedule below. 


Used copies of the textbook is fine -- and less likely to blow a hole in your budget.  Ebooks are also fine, 


and probably a lot more convenient. 


  


Exams 


  


Three exams will be given during the semester, scheduled as follows: 


• First midterm exam Thursday, September 16th 


• Second midterm exam, Thursday, November 4th 


• Final exam, Thursday, December 9th (7.00am-9.50am) 







  


Midterm Exams Format 


Both midterm exams are non-cumulative and will consist of: 


• 20 multiple-choice questions with 4 choices per question (2 points per question = 40 points) 
• 10 true/false questions (2 points per question = 20 points) 
• 10 fill-in-the-blank questions (1 points per question = 10 points) 
• 1 essay (30 points). Essay questions will be posted in Webcourses. On the day of the exam I 


will randomly choose one of these essay questions from this list on which you will write. An 
essay question consists of three parts, so you will be writing the equivalent of three solid 
paragraphs in answering the essay. 


• You will have 75 minutes to complete each midterm exam. 


  


Final Exam Format 


• 20 multiple-choice questions with 4 choices per question (2 points per question = 40 points) 
• 10 true/false questions (2 points per question = 20 points) 
• 10 fill-in-the-blank questions (1 point per question = 10 points) 
• 1 essay (40 points). The essay section will consist of four parts rather than three.  However, 


there will only be a single essay topic, so you'll know for sure what the essay questions are 
going to be on the final exam!  


• Time allowed is 2 hours and 50 minutes to complete the final exam 


  


  


Exam Policies 


• Midterm and final exam questions will come from the textbook, other assigned readings, 
and the Power Point lectures lectures; in other words, just about anything we discuss or 
read is fair game for testing. The exams are not cumulative, although the essay on the final 
exam will integrate material from throughout the course; 


• You must take each exam in order to receive a passing grade in this class. 


Refer to "Exam Guidelines" on "Modules" tab on the left for further exam details as well as the essay 
questions from which I will choose for each exam (Note: At the start of the semester only the essay 
questions for the first exam will be displayed). 


 


 


 







Student Conduct 


All students are expected to adhere to the UCF Golden Rule, which includes conducting oneself in a 


professional manner both in the classroom and in written and verbal communication with me and to 


other students.  Violations of the Golden Rule -- both academic and non-academic -- can result in a 


referral to the Office of Student Conduct. 


  


Unauthorized Use of Class Materials 


There are many fraudulent websites claiming to offer study aids to students but are actually cheat sites. 


They encourage students to upload course materials, such as test questions, individual assignments, and 


examples of graded material. Such materials are the intellectual property of instructors, the university, 


or publishers and may not be distributed without prior authorization. 


Students who engage in such activity are in violation of academic conduct standards and may face 


penalties. 


  


Group Chats 


Group chats -- via GroupMe, Whats App, etc -- are increasingly common and can be used positively for 


collaboration and connection with your peers.  They can also be used for nefarious purposes such as 


sharing answers and other forms of cheating.  Recently I've had to deal with instances where students 


are reporting other students for sharing information via the class group chat.  Any students on a group 


chat where cheating is occurring will all be included in any disciplinary action that results from 


content shared on the chat.  How can this be avoided, you ask?  Just do you own work and don’t 


cut corners.  It's pretty easy to avoid.   


 


Attendance 


This is fairly straightforward.  Arrive on time and stay for the duration of the class. Some quick points on 
attendance: 


• I will pass the attendance roll around a few minutes after our class start time. On the very 
rare occasion you are late to class, please enter the classroom as quietly and with as 
minimal disruption as possible. 


• Constant tardiness will quickly get my attention and a written warning.  I reserve the right to 
reduce an overall grade by one letter grade and not apply the exceptional attendance bonus 
(see below) when tardiness continues to be evident after this warning 


• Attendance Bonus. This will be the only extra credit grading opportunity.  If you have no 
more than two absences during the semester you will be eligible for 3 points added to your 
overall grade, e.g., an overall grade of 87% becomes 90% if you have no more than two 
absences during the semester.  







  


  


Start of Semester Meetings with Students 


I would like to meet with each of you for a brief meeting in via Zoom during the first few weeks of the 
semester.  Please make your appointment using the "Schedule" function using the Calendar in 
Webcourses. 


Hopefully these meetings will give you a chance to ask me any questions you may have about the 
course. Likewise it will help me put names to faces, especially in a large class. 


  


 


Grades 


 


My philosophy of grading is decidedly against what is generally known as "competitive grading" or 


"grading on the curve." You are not competing against fellow students for grades in this class. You are 


competing against yourself at all times, hopefully pushing yourself to excel against my objective 


standards of what students should reasonably get out of this class. 


Average mastery of those standards is the baseline for earning an "average" grade of C. Do above-


average work, you earn a B. Do excellent work, you earn an A…. and so on. In any case, please 


understand that the points you earn toward a final grade will not be jerked around up or down to fit 


some predetermined grade curve.  


our final grade will be weighted as follows: 


• Assignments: 25% 
• Two Midterm Exams, 35% (each exam is weighted equally) 







• Final Exam, 40% 


  


Grade boundaries are as follows: 


A,  90%+ 


A-, 89-89.9% 


B+, 86-88.9% 


B, 82-85.9% 


B-, 80-81.9% 


C+, 76-79.9% 


C, 72-75.9% 


C-, 70-71.9% 


D, 62-69.9% 


D- 60-61.9% 


F, 59% and below. 


You will be able to access your grades in Webcourses.  Please make sure that grades entered here are 
correct.  While every effort is made to ensure grades are correct, from time-to-time errors can occur 
(incorrectly add/subtract, miss points, and even fail to understand what a student wrote).  


A time limit of 1 week is imposed on all change of grade requests after the grade has posted for a 
completed piece or work. This is sufficient time to identify any errors. After that prior grades will not be 
reviewed.  This is to bring the course grade to completion and to minimize "end of semester" 
opportunism. 


When grades fall exactly on the borderline of letter grades (91.9%, 89.9%, 85.9%, etc., etc.), I'll take the 
overall performance of a student throughout the semester into account when deciding whether to 
round up, i.e., has all work been submitted throughout the semester, and has there been an attempt to 
answer all questions on a quiz or assignment. 


All work in this course will be graded by me, not a Graduate Teaching Assistant. If you have any 
questions about grades  please don't hesitate to touch base with me directly. 


Grade grievance policies are outlined under the UCF Golden Rule.  


  


  


 


 


 







Make-up Policy 


  


The time and dates for all assignments are fixed in krypton-coated granite encased in a hydrogen bomb-


proof vault!  These dates are also known at least one week ahead of time.  As noted above you always 


get a grace period on any assignment.  An extension on any assignment will only be given in the most 


exceptional circumstances that are beyond the control of a student and will require documentation.  


Please note that requests for an assignment extension after an assignment deadline will not be 


granted, unless a student was unable to make such a request prior to the deadline.   


Here are some unacceptable excuses for late-work, and it is by no means an exhaustive list: 


• "My computer is broken...." 


• "My computer was stolen...." 


• "I accidentally deleted the file....". 


• "My computer magically deleted my homework from the hard drive. I do not understand it 


myself...." 


• "The internet is broken...." 


• "I forgot to attach the assignment...." 


• "I could not find the assignment...." 


• "I did the quiz but forgot to submit it..." 


• "I was on holiday..." 


• "It was my birthday so I never got around to the assignment..." 







  


The above are all actual excuses I have received. Many, as you can see, are computer-related, which are 


the “dog ate my homework” excuses of the technology age and will not fly. So secure ample time at a 


computer, make backups of your work, check you did not submit a blank assignment, check you 


correctly submitted the right assignment and generally plan ahead. Completing an assignment the day 


before it is due is always a wise move as that provides a cushion for anything that might come up that is 


unexpected. 


  


Accessibility Statement 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations.  This syllabus is 


available in alternate formats upon request.  Students who need accommodations must be registered 


with Student Accessibility Services before requesting accommodations from the professor. 


  


Deployed Active Duty Military Students 


If you are a deployed active duty military student and feel that you may need a special accommodation 


due to that unique status, please contact me at the start of the semester to discuss your circumstances. 


  


  


Disclaimer 


 


I reserve the right to change, add or modify any part of the syllabus. Of course, advance notice will be 


given of any such changes. 


  


  


  







Course Schedule  


Part 1: An Introduction to the South and Studying Southern Politics 


Readings for Part 1 


• Perman, Pursuit of Unity, Introduction and chapter 1 (read pp. 21-32 on "The Virginia 
Dynasty") 


• John Shelton Reed,"Southerners as an American Ethnic Group”  


  


Assignment for Part 1 


• Identifying Famous Southerners (due 8/26) (Note: this assignment will be used to 
document student engagement in the course during the first week of class) 


• Defining the South (8/29) 
• In the Heat of the Night (quiz is based on watching the movie due 8/31) 


  


  


Part 2:  The Road to the South's Secession and the Civil War 


Reading for Part 2 


Required Readings: 


• Perman, Pursuit of Unity, chapters 1 (read from p.32 "The Missouri Crisis"), 3, 5, 6, 7 and 
8 


  


  


Part 3: Reconstruction & the "Solid South" 


Readings for Part 3 


• Perman, Pursuit of Unity, chapters  7 and 8 
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Assignment for Part 3 


• Reconstructing the Reconstruction of the South (9/12) 


  


  


First Exam, September 16th 


The exam will cover the Power Point lectures and assigned readings for Parts 1, 2 and 3. Look at 
the "First Exam Guidelines" link on the "Modules" page for further details. Essay questions will 
be available here too. 


You will have 75 minutes to complete the exam.   


  


  


Part 4:  The South's Economic Development; The "Solid South" Cracks; the 
Emergence of the Civil Rights Agenda 


Required Readings for Part 4 


• Perman, Pursuit of Unity, chapters 10, 11, 12, 13 and 14 (read up to p. 319) 
• Earl Black and Merle Black, The Vital South, “White Revolt in the Deep South.”  
• Earl Black and Merle Black, The Vital South, “The Republican Breakthrough in the 


Peripheral South.”  


 We will also watch "Eyes on the Prize," which is probably the single best documentary made on 
the America's Civil Rights years. 


  


Assignments for Part 4 


• September 30th: Eyes on the Prize - "Awakenings" (Assignment will be completed in 
class) 


• October 7th: Eyes on the Prize - "Fighting Back" (Assignment will be completed in class) 
• October 14th: Eyes on the Prize - "A’int Scared of Your Jails" (Assignment will be 


completed in class) 
• October 16th: Eyes on the Prize - "No Easy Walk" (Assignment will be completed in 


class) 
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• October 23rd: Eyes on the Prize - "Mississippi: Is this America?" (Assignment will be 
completed in class) 


• October 28th: "Bridge to Freedom" (Assignment will be completed in class) 


  


  


Second Exam, November 4th 


The exam will cover the Power Point lectures and assigned readings for part 4 Look at the 
"Second Exam Guidelines" link on the "Modules" page for further details. Essay questions will 
be available here too.  


You will have 75 minutes to complete the exam.   


  


  


Part 5 - The Republican South 


Required Readings for Part 5 


• Perman, Pursuit of Unity, chapters 14 (read from p. 319) and 15 
• Earl Black and Merle Black,The Rise of Southern Republicans, "Reagan's Realignment 


of Southern Whites." 


  


Assignments for Part 5 


• Battleground Florida! 


  


Part 6: Where is the South Heading Politically? Is the South Still Distinctive? 


Required Readings for Part 6: 


• Seth McKee, "The Future of Southern Politics"  
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Assignment for Part 6 


• The Ghost of Jim Crow?  Voting Rights in the Contemporary South 


  


Final Exam - December 9th, 7.00am-9.50am 


The exam will cover the Power Point lectures and assigned readings for Parts 5 & 6. Look at the 
"Final Exam Guidelines" link on the "Modules" page for further details. The essay question will 
be available here too.  


You will have 2 hours and 50 minutes to complete the exam.   
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INR4603‐ International Relations Theory 


School of Politics, Security and International Affairs, University of Central Florida 
Fall 2021 


Contact Information: 
Instructor Davide Dell’Isola 


Office UCF Main Campus, Howard Phillips Hall (HPH), 
PhD Office, #313  


Office Hours Exclusively Online on Zoom (link on 
Webcourses) 
Tuesday: 4:00pm-5:00pm 
Wednesday: 9:00am-10:00am 
Or by appointment 


Phone (407) 823-2227 


Email davide.dell’isola@ucf.edu  


Main Department Office 
Number 


407-823-2227 


Class Meetings Tuesdays and Thursdays 12:00pm-1:15pm 
Business Administration 1 (BA1), #121 


Credit Hours 3 


 
University of Central Florida Course Catalog Description: 
 
Theoretical trends prevalent in the study of international relations, including realism, 
liberalism, Marxism, feminism, and post-modernism. 
 
Credit Hours: 3 
Class Hours: 3 
Lab and Field Work Hours: 0 
Contact Hours: 3 
Prerequisite(s): ENC 1102 or POS 2041 or C.I. Corequisite(s): None. Prerequisite(s) or 
Corequisite(s): None 
 
COS-POLS 
 
*Important note*: In accordance with CDC guidelines, the university expects that everyone 
wears facemasks in indoor spaces, including the classroom, in order to prevent the spread of 
Covid-19 and regardless of your vaccination status. The university also strongly recommends 
everyone to get vaccinated against Covid-19, vaccines are available at the health center on the 
UCF campus, among other locations. Please wear masks in this class for the protection of 
yourselves and those around you who may be at higher risk from COVID complications. 
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Course Description: 
 
During this course we will be addressing the main theories of International Relations (IR). IR 
theories aim at explaining how states interact with each other and what are their motivations. 
Each theory presents very different answers to this question. In this class we will address the 
two mainstream theories of IR, realism and liberalism, which provide different answer to these 
questions: For realists, the anarchy of International system means that states are only 
interested in maximizing their chances of survival, for liberal-institutionalists instead 
cooperation (through International Organizations, for instance) can still happen in the 
International arena. We will also be addressing theories criticizing these approaches and 
focusing on other considerations: For Marxists, the economy plays a central role in the state’s 
considerations, feminists focus on the relevance of gender in explaining International dynamics. 
Constructivists point out the impossibility of building objective theories and question the 
existence of an objective reality. In recent years, also the concepts that states are the main 
actors in the International scenario was challenged (non-state actors hold power in many of the 
so-called failed states). In this class, we will extensively review these theories and we will apply 
them to address specific case-studies linked to historical and current events, addressing 
whether these theories are able to tell us something regarding how IR works. 
 
Course Goals: 
 
By the end of this course, students will be able to: 
 


 Understand the main theories of International Relations  
 Analyze world politics through the lenses of the main International Relations Theories 
 Think critically about current events and how they relate to the main theories of IR 
 Engage in discussions and papers regarding how the theories apply to real world 


events 
 
 


Required textbooks: 
 


The following textbook is required: “International Relations Theory: Discipline and Diversity”, 5th 
edition, by Timothy Dunne, Milja Kurki and Steve Smith. Publisher: Oxford University Press ISBN-
13: 978-0198814443 
 
The additional reading and articles are listed below and will be available for free through 
webcourses, where there is a link to the article available in the UCF library 
 
You should get the latest edition of the book (5th) 
 
Missed Assignments/Make-Ups, Extra credit 
 
To submit late work without penalties students will have to obtain the instructor’s permission prior 
to the deadline of the assignment. Permission will be granted only for officially documented reasons. 
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All emergencies and other unforeseen circumstances must be properly documented. In all other 
unjustified circumstances, the penalties for lateness will be of one letter grade per calendar day 
(10 points for day late).  
 
Recording Academic Activity Policy 
 
Since Fall 2014 all faculty members are required to document students' academic  activity at the 
beginning of each course. In order to document that you began this course, please complete the 
assignments for Module One by the end of the first week of classes, or as soon as possible after 
adding the course, but no later than August 27th. Failure to do so will result in a delay in the 
disbursement of financial aid. 
 
In order to document that you began this course, please complete the following academic activity 
by the end of the first week of classes or as soon as possible after adding the course: on the online 
course page on Webcourses, under the tab “assignment” post a brief description (up to a 
paragraph) of why you are interested in taking this course.  
 
Evaluation and Grading 
 


Grade Categories Requirement Grade Weight 


Participation   Attendance, Active participation 10% 


Quizzes  Four online quizzes (lowest grade   
dropped) 


15% (5% each) 


Two exam essays  Two short essays to be submitted 
online  


20% (10% each) 


Final Exam Final exam 20% 


Paper Term paper (2,000-2,500 words)  20% 


Discussions 4 online discussions (lowest grade 
dropped) 


15% (5% each) 


Extra Credit Online Assignment Extra 5 points 


 
 
 
Participation is an important aspect of this class and therefore it represents a relevant portion of 
your final grade. Students are expected to actively participate during classes. The participation 
grade takes into account the active participation of students during classes (answering and asking 
questions, providing comments). It also takes into account attendance and timeliness. Make sure 
to arrive to class on time and do not use cell phones during lectures. Participation will count for 10% 
of your final grade. Attendance is not mandatory but missing several classes without justification 
will have a negative impact on your participation grade. It will also make it harder to get a good 
grade in the class overall as you will miss important theoretical points that will be discussed during 
class.  
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The online discussions have the purpose to tie the theoretical material we address in class to real 
world current events. In these short postings (3-4 paragraphs) your task will be to pick through 
original research a relevant current event and explain how the theories we addressed in class can 
or cannot explain it. Then students should engage with other peer’s posting to present different 
points of view from other student’s postings through at least one reply. These discussions will be 
open for about two weeks: In the first week, students will submit the first post and during the second 
one students will submit their reply to another student’s posting. The discussions are open-book 
assignments. The lowest discussion grade is dropped from final calculations. 
 
There are four online quizzes, those will remain open for 48 hours and will consist of 10 multiple 
choice questions, you will have 25 minutes to take the quiz. Quizzes will make up 15% of your final 
grade (the lowest grade is dropped from calculations, so each quiz is 5% of your final grade). The 
quizzes are closed-book assignments. 
 
There are two essay exams, in which you will be asked an essay question regarding the topic we 
have been addressing in class, the essay should be submitted through Webcourses, the 
submission will remain open for 48 hours. Before the deadline, we will be reviewing the topics for 
these short essay exams. These are not research papers. Each essay accounts for 10% of the final 
grade. You may consult class materials for these assignments, but you should develop a compelling 
and cohesive essay.  
 
The term paper (20% of the final grade), should consist in a short original research of 2,000-2,500 
words addressing competitive theoretical explanations for an issue of International politics. At a 
later time in the semester, I will provide three possible question to choose from. Students can also 
decide to write the paper on a topic of their choice. In this second case, please consult with me to 
address relevance and feasibility of the research before October 12th .The second option is 
particularly encouraged for students interested in pursuing a MA degree in areas related to Political 
Science. The paper must be submitted online through the Canvas system. 
 
The final exam (20% of the final grade) will have 32 multiple choice questions and two essays 
questions. The final exam is cumulative. This is a closed-book exam. The final exam will be in 
a scantron-essay only format (unless otherwise decided by UCF policies) since there is no time to 
remedy technical issues.  
 
The extra credit (5 extra points) will consist in an online assignment: Students will provide a short 
answer (500-750) words to a specific question covering some of the aspects we discussed during 
class. The extra credit is optional but it will significantly increase your grade.  
 
Course Correspondence: All correspondence with the instructor will be via Webcourses. I will 
usually respond to students’ emails within 48 hours on business days. However, please avoid 
sending last second questions few hours before the deadlines, as they will not be answered. In 
this class we will have plenty of times for clarification, so make sure to clarify your doubts well in 
advance.  
 
Course Prerequsites/Corequisites: ENC 1102 (Composition 2) or POS 2041 (American National 
Government) or C.I. Corequisite(s): None. Prerequisite(s) or Corequisite(s): None. 
 
UCF Academic Integrity Statement: Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of 
Conduct at http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/process/roc. According to Section 1, “Academic Misconduct,” 
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students are prohibited from engaging in.  
 
Here are some clarifications regarding academic misconduct (this is not a complete list, to see the 
complete list check the web address linked in the paragraph above regarding UCF rules of conduct). 
Violating these rules will at least constitute a strong penalty in this class and will be reported to the 
UCF Office of Student Conduct for further assessment. Violating these rules can get you expelled 
from the University, so make sure to avoid doing the following: 
 
Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information or study 
aids in any academic exercise unless specifically authorized by the instructor of record. The 
unauthorized possession of examination or course-related material also constitutes cheating. 
 
Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral means: The 
presentation of material which has not been studied or learned, but rather was obtained through 
someone else’s efforts and used as part of an examination, course assignment, or project. 
 
Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to another person, student, 
and/or uploading course material to a third-party vendor without authorization or without the express 
written permission of the university and the instructor. Course materials include but are not limited 
to class notes, Instructor’s PowerPoints, course syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, instruction sheets, 
homework, study guides, handouts, etc. 
 
Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work. 
Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the source, thereby 
attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s own. 
Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than once without the 
express written permission of the instructor 
Helping another violate academic behavior standards. 
 
For more information about Academic Integrity, consult the International Center for Academic 
Integrity 
http://academicintegrity.org 
 
For more information about plagiarism and misuse of sources, see “Defining and Avoiding 
Plagiarism: The WPA Statement on Best Practices” <http://wpacouncil.org/node/9>. 
 
Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating:  
Students should also familiarize themselves with the procedures for academic misconduct in 
UCF’s student handbook, The Golden Rule <http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/docs/goldenrule.pdf>. 
UCF faculty members have a responsibility for students’ education and the value of a UCF 
degree, and so seek to prevent unethical behavior and when necessary respond to academic 
misconduct. Penalties can include a failing grade in an assignment or in the course, suspension 
or expulsion from the university, and/or a “Z Designation” on a student’s official transcript 
indicating academic dishonesty, where the final grade for this course will be preceded by the letter 
Z. For more information about the Z Designation, see <http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade>. 
For more information about UCF's Rules of Conduct, see http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/.  
 
In-Class Recording Policy 
Outside of the notetaking and recording services offered by Student Accessibility Services, the 
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creation of an audio or video recording of all or part of a class for personal use is allowed only with 
the advance and explicit written consent of the instructor. Such recordings are only acceptable in 
the context of personal, private studying and notetaking and are not authorized to be shared with 
anyone without the separate written approval of the instructor. 
 
Course Accessibility Statement: The University of Central Florida is committed to providing 
access and inclusion for all persons with disabilities. Students with disabilities who need disability-
related access in this course should contact the professor as soon as possible. Students should 
also connect with Student Accessibility Services (SAS) http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/ (Ferrell Commons 
185, sas@ucf.edu, phone 407-823-2371). Through Student Accessibility Services, a Course 
Accessibility Letter may be created and sent to professors, which informs faculty of potential access 
and accommodations that might be reasonable. Determining reasonable access and 
accommodations requires consideration of the course design, course learning objectives and the 
individual academic and course barriers experienced by the student. 
 
Academic Resources: If you find that you are struggling with the concepts of this class, you are 
more than welcome (in fact, you are highly encouraged) to come see me during my office hours. 
Additionally, there are resources available on campus to help you succeed. You can reach out to 
the Student Academic Resource Center (SARC) on campus to improve your studying skills. Their 
phone number is 407-823-5130, the building is Howard Phillips Hall (HPH), main campus, room 
113. 
 
UCF Counseling Center: Students experiencing stress, anxiety, depression or facing similar 
challenges should contact this office on campus to get help. The number is 407-823-2811, building 
27 on the Main Campus, next to the Physical Sciences Building. For physical health issues contact 
the Student Health Center on campus at 407-823-2701. Please take care of your physical and 
mental health as a top priority. Always remember that your personal health, both mental and 
physical, is more important than grades or classes. 
 
Campus Safety Statement: Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise during class, 
everyone needs to work together. Students should be aware of their surroundings and familiar with 
some basic safety and security concepts.  


 In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance.  
 Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall near the 


door. Students should make a note of the guide’s physical location and review the online 
version at http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html.  


 Students should know the evacuation routes from each of their classrooms and have a plan 
for finding safety in case of an emergency. 


 If there is a medical emergency during class, students may need to access a first-aid kit or 
AED (Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those are located, see 
http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/AEDlocations-UCF (click on link from menu on left). 


 To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text 
alerts by going to https://my.ucf.edu and logging in. Click on “Student Self Service” located 
on the left side of the screen in the toolbar, scroll down to the blue “Personal Information” 
heading on the Student Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the information, including 
e-mail address, cell phone number, and cell phone provider, click “Apply” to save the 
changes, and then click “OK.” 


 Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their 
instructors outside of class. 
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 To learn about how to manage an active-shooter situation on campus or elsewhere, consider 
viewing this video (https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk).  
 
 


University Writing Center: Address and contact info: Colbourn Hall 105; Satellite Locations: 
Main Library, Rosen Library, Online; 407-823-2197 http://uwc.cah.ucf.edu. The University Writing 
Center (UWC) offers writing support to students from first-year to graduate in every discipline. 
Tutors provide help at every stage of the writing process, including understanding assignments, 
researching, drafting, revising, incorporating sources, and learning to proofread and edit. The 
UWC’s purpose is not merely to fix or edit papers, but to teach writing strategies that can be 
applied to any writing situation. Consultations are available for individuals and small groups. You 
may schedule a 45-minute appointment by clicking the Success Resources tab on Webcourses, 
calling the UWC at 407-823-2197, or through the UWC website. 
 
Deployed Active Duty Military Students: Students who are deployed active duty military and/or 
National Guard personnel and require accommodation should contact their instructors as soon as 
possible after the semester begins and/or after they receive notification of deployment to make 
related arrangements. 
 
Religious observances: Students must notify their instructor in advance if they intend to miss 
class for a religious observance. For more information, see the UCF policy 
 
 
SCHEDULE: What follows is the list of readings and deadlines for the class. Note that all students 
are expected to read the material before class, so that the discussion can be engaging. Not doing 
so would result in poor participation, therefore affecting your participation grade.  
 
 


 


DATE  TOPIC  NOTES/DEADLINES 


08/24  Introduction to the class  Read syllabus 


08/26  Introduction to IR theory  Read ch.1 of textbook (1‐33) 
 
08/27 deadline for academic 
engagement activity. This is 
also the drop/swap deadline 


08/31  Realism  Read ch. 2 of textbook (33‐51) 
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09/02  Structural Realism 
 


Read ch. 3 of textbook (51‐
68). 
 
Read Waltz, ch.6 


09/07  Realism‐Articles  Van Evera article (see list) 


09/09  Realism‐Articles  Read Mearsheimer articles 
(see list) 
 
Discussion 1 opens 
 
Quiz 1  


09/14  Liberalism  Read ch.4 of textbook (68‐89) 


09/16  Neo‐liberalism  Read ch.5 of textbook (89‐
108) 


09/21  Liberalism‐Articles  Read Keohane‐Martin article 
(see list), read Ikenberry 
article (see list) 
 
Discussion 1 closes at 
11:59pm 


09/23  Review of topics for first 
essay exam 


 
 


09/28  Liberalism‐Articles  First essay exam is due at 
11:59pm 
 
Read Brooks article, Parent 
article (see list) 


09/30  Constructivism  Read ch. 9 of textbook (163‐
182) 
 
Quiz 2 
 
Discussion 2 opens 
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10/05  Constructivism‐Articles  Read Wendt, Tannenwald 
articles (see list) 
 
 


10/07  Marxism  Read ch. 7 of textbook (129‐
147) 


10/12  Marxism‐Articles  Read Smith article, read Cox 
article (see list) 
 
Deadline to discuss topic for 
the term paper if option 2 is 
selected 
 
Discussion 2 closes at 
11:59pm 


10/14  Feminism  Read ch. 10 (182‐197) 
 
Discussion 3 opens 


10/19  Feminism‐Articles  Read Jones, Lobasz articles 
(see list) 
 
 


10/21  Review of topics for the 
second essay exam 


Second essay exam is due on 
the 26th at 11:59pm 


10/26  Review session for paper 
(Library), how to research 
materials; how to avoid 
plagiarism 


Discussion 3 closes at 
11:59pm 


10/28  IR theory and globalization  Read ch. 15 (285‐304), read 
Acahrya article (see list) 
 
10/29 deadline to withdraw 
from class 


11/02  The relevance of states in the 
globalized worlds (articles) 


Read Buzan, Cherny articles 
(see list) 
 
Quiz 3 
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11/04  IR theory and security: Why 
do wars happen? 


Read Fearon article, Gartzke 
article (see list) 
 


11/09  IR theory and security: 
Alliances 


Read Snyder article, Benson 
article  (see list) 
 
 
Deadline to submit term 
paper at 11:59pm 
 
 


11/11  Veterans’ Day‐No class   


11/16  Does domestic politics 
matter?  


Discussion 4 opens 
 
Read Putnam, Waltz articles 
(see list) 


11/18  Role of International 
Organizations in IR theory 


Read Martin article, Downs 
article (see list) 


11/23  Critical theories   Read ch.8 of textbook (147‐
163) 
 
Quiz 4 


11/25  Thanksgiving‐No Class   


11/30  Challenges to the discipline of 
IR theories 


Read ch. 17 of textbook (322‐
345) 
 
Discussion 4 closes at 
11:59pm 
 


12/02  Last Class/Preparation for final 
exam (review of topics) 


12/05 Deadline to submit 
extra credit at 11:59pm 
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12/09  Final Exam 10:00am‐12:50pm 
(in‐person, in class) 


 


 


 


 


LIST OF ARTICLES 


These articles are available for free on Webcourses through access to the UCF library.  


Class 4 – Structural Realism 


Kenneth Waltz, Theory of International Politics, ch. 6 (102‐128) “Anarchic Orders and balances of power” 


(Required) 


Class 5 – Realism and neorealism  


Stephen Van Evera, “The Cult of the Offensive and the Origins of the First World War”, International Security, 


vol.9, no.1, 58‐107 (Required) 


Class 6 – Realism and neorealism  


John J. Mearsheimer, “Bound to Fail: The Rise and Fall of the Liberal International Order”, International 


Security, vol.43, no.4, Spring 2019, pp.7‐50 (Required) 


John J. Mearsheimer, “The False Promise of International Institutions”, International Security, vol.19, no.3, 


Winter 1994‐1995, pp. 5‐49 (Recommended) 


Class 9 – Liberalism articles  


Robert Keohane and Lisa Martin, “The Promise of Institutionalist Theory”, International Security, vol. 20, no.1, 


Summer 1995, pp. 39‐51 (Required) 


Daniel Deudney, G. John Ikenberry “Liberal World. The Resilient Order”, Foreign Affairs, 16‐27, July‐August 


2018 (Required) 


Class 10‐ Liberalism articles  


Stephen G. Brooks, G. John Ikenberry, William C. Wolforth, “Don’t come home America: The case against 


retrenchment”, International Security, vol 37. No.3, Winter 2012/2013, pp.7‐51 (Required) 


(For the other side of the debate: Joseph M.Parent, Paul K. Macdonald, “The wisdom of retrenchment: America 


must cut back to move forward”, Foreign Affairs, 2011, vol.90, no.6, pp.32‐47, Recommended) 


Class 13: Constructivism articles 


Alexandre Wendt, “Anarchy is what states make of it: The social construction of power politics”, International 


Organization, Spring 1992, vol. 46 no. 2, pp. 391‐425 (Required) 
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Nina  Tannenwald,  ‘The  Nuclear  Taboo:  The  United  States  and  the  normative  bases  of  Nuclear  non‐use’, 


International Organization, Summer 1999, vol.53, no.3, pp. 433‐468 (Recommended) 


Class 15: Marxism articles 


Robert W. Cox, “Gramsci, hegemony and International Relations”, in Approaches to World Order, 1996, pp.124‐


141 (Required) 


Steve Smith, “The United States and the discipline of International Relations: Hegemonic country, hegemonic 


discipline”, International Studies Review, 2002, vol.4 no.2, pp. 67‐85 (Required) 


Class 17: Feminism articles 


Adam Jones, “Does gender make the world go Round? Feminist critique of International Relations”, Review of 


International Studies, 1996, vol.22, no.4, pp. 405‐429 (Required) 


Jennifer Lobasz, “Beyond Border Security: Feminist Approaches to Human Trafficking”, Security Studies, 2009, 


vol.18, pp.319‐344 (Required)  


Class 20: IR theory and globalization (in addition to ch. 15) 


Amitav Acharya, “Global International Relations and (IR) and Regional Worlds: A New agenda for International 


Studies”, International Studies Quarterly, 2014, vol.58, no.1, pp. 647‐659 


Class 21: Are states still the most relevant actors? 


Buzan B., Held D. and McGrew A. “Realism vs cosmopolitism”, Review of International Studies, 1998, vol.24 


no.1, 387‐398 (Required) 


Cerny P.G. “Paradoxes of the competition state: The dynamics of political globalization”, Government and 


Opposition, 1997, vol.32, no.1, 251‐274 (Required) 


Class 22: Why does war happen? 


James Fearon, “Rationalists explanations for war”, International Organizations, 1995, vol.49 no.3, 379‐414 


(Required) 


Eric Gartzke, “War is in the error terms”, International Organization, 1999, vol.53, no.3, pp.567‐587 


(Recommended) 


Class 23: Alliances 


Glen Snyder, “The security dilemma in Alliance Politics”, World Politics, 1984, vol.36, no.4, pp.461‐495 


(Required) 


Brett V. Benson, “Unpacking alliances: Deterrent and Compellent Alliances and Their Relationship with 


Conflict”, Journal of Politics, 2011, vol.73, no.4, pp. 1111‐1127 (Required) 


Class 25: Does domestic politics matter? 


Robert D. Putnam, “Diplomacy and domestic politics: The logic of the two‐level game”, International 


Organizations, 1988, vol.42, no.3, 427‐460 (Required) 


Waltz, Kenneth N. 1996. “International Politics is not Foreign Policy.” Security Studies 6(1): 54‐57. (Required) 
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Class 26: Role of International Organizations in IR theory 


Lisa Martin, “Interests, Power and multilateralism”, International Organizations, 1992, vol.46, no.4, 765‐792 


(Required) 


George W. Downs, David M.Rocke, Peter N.Barsoon, “Is the good news about compliance good news about 


cooperation?”, International Organization, 1996, vol.50 no.3, pp. 397‐406 (Recommended) 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 







14 
 


GRADE STRUCTURE 


 


Letter 
Grade  


Points  


A  93 – 100 points  


A-  90 – 92 points  


B+  87 – 89 points  


B  83 – 86 points  


B-  80 – 82 points  


C+  77 – 79 points  


C  73 – 76 points  


C-  70 – 72 points  


D+  67 – 69 points  


D  63 – 66 points  


D-  60 – 62 points  


F  59 and below  


 


 


Rounding policy:  if the total grade at the end of the class is not an integer number, the grade 
will be rounded up if the first decimal is .5 or higher, and rounded down if the first decimal is .4 
or lower.  
 
Examples: if the final grade is 89.5 then the grade will be rounded up to 90. If the final grade 
is 89.4 the grade will be rounded down to 89.  This rule applies for all letter grades. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Note: This syllabus is subject to change at instructor’s discretion if necessary. Changes to the 
syllabus, if any, will be announced in class and the updated syllabus will be posted on 
Webcourses 
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Syllabus 
INR 2002, OW60 


Fall 2021 
 


Instructor Contact 


Instructor  Mark Schafer 


Office  305D Howard Phillips Hall 


Office 
Hours 


Tues 1-3 pm, Fri 9-11 
(Meetings by Zoom or phone; please email to schedule) 


Phone  (407) 823-3328 


E-mail  mark.schafer@ucf.edu 


Course Information 


Course Name  International Relations – Theory and Practice 


Course ID & Section INR 2002 – AW60 


Credit Hours  3 


Semester/Year  Fall 2021 


Location Online only 


 


Course Description 


UCF Catalog Description: Analysis of the fundamental principles and factors 
affecting interstate relations and their application to contemporary global 
developments. 


 
Course Overview: This course is designed to introduce you to the theories and 
practices of global politics. The course deals with two primary dimensions of 
international politics. The first covers the important theories and concepts of 
international relations. This will be covered primarily in class lectures and 
discussions; there is no required textbook for this course. The only required book 
for this course is a novel by Isaac Asimov called Foundation. This novel deals 
fictitiously with many issues pertaining to international relations in general and 
will be the basis for some provocative discussion throughout the semester. This 
book should be available at the UCF Bookstore (and perhaps elsewhere in 
town). 







 


 


 The second primary dimension of the class deals with current issues, 
practices and problems in today’s international setting. In order to accomplish 
this you are required to read international news stories available for free by way 
of yahoo.com, which I’ll show you in class early in the semester. Pay particular 
attention to international and global happenings, such as events in Iran, North 
Korea, Afghanistan, Russia, the European Union, Africa, global trade and 
economic issues, and others as they emerge. Note that you must stay current 
with these stories. Not only will many modules have an assignment pertaining to 
current events, but the three exams will have a number of current events questions 
on them. You can get supplemental international news from sources such as the 
following (but remember that the yahoo.com stories are required): 
1. Listen to National Public Radio (NPR) news programs (particularly All 
Things Considered in the late afternoon and Morning Edition in the morning). 
NPR can be found on the FM dial at 90.7 and is an excellent source of 
interesting and in-depth international news. 
2. Read the international news stories in major magazines such as Time, the 
Economist, or Newsweek. 
3. Watch national news on television and pay particular attention to the 
international news stories. 


Prerequisite: ENC 1102 


Course Objectives and Learning Outcomes 
 


• Increased knowledge of international relations theories and practices. 
• Improved academic skills in the following areas: reading, 


writing, communicating, and particularly thinking critically. 
 


Required Readings 
 


• Foundation by Isaac Asimov 
• International stories at yahoo.com 


  Course Requirements 


Assignment Date Percent of Final Grade 


First Exam Sept 24 25 


Second Exam Oct 29 25 


Final Exam Dec 6 25 


First Short Paper Oct 8 7.5 


Second Short Paper Nov 12 7.5 


Req. Class Discussion semester 10 


 
 


 
Exams will be multiple choice and medium-length essay questions.  



http://catalog.ucf.edu/preview_course_nopop.php?catoid=2&coid=3801





  


 


Class Discussion 


Required Discussion Participation   


Note above that participation in class discussion is a required component of this 
course (10% of your overall grade). For most discussion assignments, you will 
need to make two entries to the discussion topic, one that is an original post, and 
one that is a reply to another student’s original post. Be sure to follow the specific 
directions for each of these required discussion topics. 
 


Optional Discussion Participation and Bonus Grade 


In addition to the required participation in discussion, each module will have an 
optional discussion topic focusing on the lecture videos for that module. In the 
optional discussion topic, you may comment on the lecture material, contribute 
additional information regarding the lecture topic, ask questions about the 
lecture, and respond to others’ posts in the discussion topic. In other words, the 
lecture discussion topic should resemble open discussions in a regular 
classroom.  
 
Every time you participate in one of these optional discussion topics, you can 
receive bonus points, up to two points per post or reply (see the Discussion 
Grading Rubric linked on the home page for the course), and a maximum of four 
points total for each module. The points from these optional discussions will go 
toward a bonus that will be added to your overall grade for the semester, up to 
5% addition to your grade. So, for instance, if you earn an 87.5% overall for the 
semester, but you were very active in the optional lecture discussions and you 
earn a 4.1% bonus, that gets added to your overall grade, for a new total of 
91.6%, and instead of getting a B, you would get an A. And, because this is such 
a large possible bonus, please note that I do NOT round grades up at all. In other 
words, if you get an 89.99% overall, but never participate in the optional 
discussions, then your final grade will be a B. 
 


Missed Assignments/Make-Ups 


Papers and assignments must be completed on time. Exams and quizzes may 
not be rescheduled or postponed. Exceptions will be allowed only under 
extreme, documented circumstances. Under such circumstances, you are 
required to notify me prior to the date or as soon as possible if prior notice is 
impossible. 
 
 


  







  


 


Evaluation and Grading 


Final Percent for Course Grade 


90% - 100% A 


80% - 89.99% B 


70% - 79.99% C 


60% - 69.99% D 


Below 60% F 


Academic Integrity 


Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of Conduct at 
<http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/process/roc>. According to Section 1, “Academic 
Misconduct,” students are prohibited from engaging in 


1. Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized 
materials, information or study aids in any academic exercise unless 
specifically authorized by the instructor of record. The unauthorized 
possession of examination or course-related material also constitutes 
cheating. 


2. Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral 
means: The presentation of material which has not been studied or 
learned, but rather was obtained through someone else’s efforts and used 
as part of an examination, course assignment, or project. 


3. Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to 
another person, student, and/or uploading course material to a third-party 
vendor without authorization or without the express written permission of 
the university and the instructor. Course materials include but are not 
limited to class notes, Instructor’s PowerPoints, course syllabi, tests, 
quizzes, labs, instruction sheets, homework, study guides, handouts, etc. 


4. Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work. 
5. Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of 


the source, thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is 
the student’s own. 


6. Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more 
than once without the express written permission of the instructor. 


7. Helping another violate academic behavior standards. 
8. Soliciting assistance with academic coursework and/or degree 


requirements. 


Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating 
Students should also familiarize themselves with the procedures for academic 
misconduct in UCF’s student handbook, The Golden 
Rule <http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/docs/goldenrule.pdf>. UCF faculty members 
have a responsibility for students’ education and the value of a UCF degree, and 
so seek to prevent unethical behavior and respond to academic misconduct 
when necessary. Penalties for violating rules, policies, and instructions within this 



http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/process/roc

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/docs/goldenrule.pdf





  


 


course can range from a zero on the exercise to an “F” letter grade in the course. 
In addition, an Academic Misconduct report could be filed with the Office of 
Student Conduct, which could lead to disciplinary warning, disciplinary probation, 
or deferred suspension or separation from the University through suspension, 
dismissal, or expulsion with the addition of a “Z” designation on one’s transcript. 


Being found in violation of academic conduct standards could result in a student 
having to disclose such behavior on a graduate school application, being 
removed from a leadership position within a student organization, the recipient of 
scholarships, participation in University activities such as study abroad, 
internships, etc. 


Disability Statement 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion 
for all persons with disabilities. Students with disabilities who need access to 
course content due to course design limitations should contact the professor as 
soon as possible. Students should also connect with Student Accessibility 
Services (SAS) <http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/> (Ferrell Commons 185, sas@ucf.edu, 
phone 407-823-2371). For students connected with SAS, a Course Accessibility 
Letter may be created and sent to professors, which informs faculty of potential 
course access and accommodations that might be necessary and reasonable. 
Determining reasonable access and accommodations requires consideration of 
the course design, course learning objectives and the individual academic and 
course barriers experienced by the student. Further conversation with SAS, 
faculty and the student may be warranted to ensure an accessible course 
experience. 


Third-party Notes 


Third parties may be selling class notes and other materials from this class 
without my authorization. Please be aware that such class materials may contain 
errors, which could affect your performance or grade. Use these materials at your 
own risk. 


Deployed Active Military Duty 


Students who are deployed active duty military and/or National Guard personnel and 


require accommodation should contact their instructors as soon as possible after the 


semester begins and/or after they receive notification of deployment to make related 


arrangements. 


 


  



http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

mailto:sas@ucf.edu





  


 


Copyright 


This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video 
clips, images, text materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the 
Fair Use doctrine in order to enhance the learning environment. Please do not 
copy, duplicate, download or distribute these items. The use of these materials is 
strictly reserved for this online classroom environment and your use only. All 
copyright materials are credited to the copyright holder. 


Campus Safety Statement for an Online-only Course 


Though most emergency situations are primarily relevant to courses that meet in 
person, such incidents can also impact online students, either when they are on 
or near campus to participate in other courses or activities or when their course 
work is affected by off-campus emergencies. The following policies apply to 
courses in online modalities. 


• To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to 
receive UCF text alerts by going to <https://my.ucf.edu> and logging in. 
Click on “Student Self Service” located on the left side of the screen in the 
toolbar, scroll down to the blue “Personal Information” heading on the 
Student Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the information, 
including e-mail address, cell phone number, and cell phone provider, 
click “Apply” to save the changes, and then click “OK.” 


• Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak 
with their instructors outside of class. 


 


Make-Up Assignments for Authorized University Events or Co-
curricular Activities 


Students who represent the university in an authorized event or activity (for 
example, student-athletes) and who are unable to meet a course deadline due to 
a conflict with that event must provide the instructor with documentation in 
advance to arrange a make-up. No penalty will be applied. For more information, 
see the UCF policy at <https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-401.pdf> 


Religious Observances 


Students must notify their instructor in advance if they intend to miss class for a 
religious observance. For more information, see the UCF policy at 
https://regulations.ucf.edu/chapter5/documents/5.020ReligiousObservancesFINALJan19.


pdf 


 



https://my.ucf.edu/

https://fctl.ucf.edu/teaching-resources/course-design/syllabus-statements/

https://fctl.ucf.edu/teaching-resources/course-design/syllabus-statements/

https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-401.pdf

https://fctl.ucf.edu/teaching-resources/course-design/syllabus-statements/

https://regulations.ucf.edu/chapter5/documents/5.020ReligiousObservancesFINALJan19.pdf

https://regulations.ucf.edu/chapter5/documents/5.020ReligiousObservancesFINALJan19.pdf





  


 


Course Calendar 


(Note: This class is divided into 12 different modules. Content and 
assignments for each module will become available as we reach that point in 
the semester.) 


Module 1: Course introduction and overview; global geography. 


Module 2: Realism, Idealism, and Interdependence: Core 
Theories of International Relations. 


-Read Part I in Foundation. 


Module 3: Foundations of the “Nation-State” System. 


Module 4: International Organizations; Organizing for Peace. 


-Read: Part II in Foundation. 


- FIRST EXAM: September 24 


Module 5: Foreign Policy Decision Making and the Levels of 
Analysis. 


-Read Chapters 1 and 2 in Part III of Foundation. 


- FIRST SHORT PAPER DUE: October 8 


Module 6: Power, Conflict, and War I. 


Module 7: Power, Conflict, and War II 


-Read the rest of Part III in Foundation. 


Module 8: Arms Control; International Law 


- SECOND EXAM: October 29 


Module 9: International Political Economy: Liberalism, 
Mercantilism, and Marxism I.  


-SECOND SHORT PAPER DUE: November 12 







  


 


Module 10: International Political Economy: Liberalism, 
Mercantilism, and Marxism II. 


-Read Part IV in Foundation. 


Module 11: Development and Underdevelopment. 


Module 12: Contemporary Global Issues and Challenges; and 
review for final exam. 


-Read Part V in Foundation. 


- FINAL EXAM: December 6 


 


 








Political Science 2041.BW61 American National Government 


University of Central Florida 


Fall 2021 


Instructor: John Hanley 


Syllabus 


  


Location: Online (no required face-to-face meetings, however there are semi-monthly 
optional discussions via Zoom) 


3 Credit hours 


  


Instructor: Dr. John Hanley 


Logistics 


Class Meetings: Online 


Pre-requisites: None. 


Office Hours: Zoom, by appointment (Links to an external site.) (Links to an external 
site.) (use passcode "citronaut"); or by appointment. 


Email via webcourses   Phone: 407-823-3329 


  


To contact your assigned GTA use the course Inbox to send an email 


  


  


Required Text 


Textbook: Glen Krutz and Sylvie Waskiewicz. OpenStax American 
Government, Second Edition. https://openstax.org/details/books/american-
government-2e (Links to an external site.) 


This is a free, open-source, online textbook. There are links through the OpenStax 
website to obtain a print copy should you wish (approximate cost $48). 


  


Catalog Description 







A study of the dynamics of American national government, including its structure, 
organization, powers, and procedures. 


  


Course Summary 


This is a survey course is designed to provide students with a foundation for 
understanding and critically assessing American political processes, institutions, and 
public policies. The course proceeds in four major sections: first, we will situate the 
institutions of American government in the context of their creation and understand the 
objectives of the Founders and the tradeoffs inherent in institutional design. Second, 
we will observe and evaluate the performance of governmental institutions. Third, we 
will examine the relationships between government and individuals, groups, and 
corporate entities. Finally, we will consider American public policy. Throughout the 
course, but with particular attention at the end, we will assess the outcomes generated 
by American government both at home and abroad. 


  


  


Learning Outcomes 


1. Students will develop and demonstrate an understanding of the basic 
principles and practices of American democracy and how they are applied in 
our republican form of government. 


2. Students will develop and demonstrate an understanding of the United 
States Constitution and its application. 


3. Students will develop and demonstrate knowledge of the founding 
documents and how they have shaped the nature and functions of our 
institutions of self-governance. 


4. Students will develop and demonstrate an understanding of landmark 
Supreme Court cases, landmark legislation, and landmark executive actions 
and their impact on law and society. 


  


Course Requirements 


Assignments   


You are responsible for: 


• Keeping track of all deadlines and uploading your work before those 
deadlines 


• keeping a copy of all assignments for this class 
• checking that your grades posted online are correct; 







• discrepancies must be reported to the instructor within one week of being 
posted. 


  


Validation and Grading 


The maximum points available for assignments will be as follows:  


  


Syllabus & Intro Quiz                15 points (completion) 


Writing Assignments                 80 points each, 560 points 


Crossword Puzzles                     10 points each, 60 points (lowest grade dropped) 


Short Quizzes                                10 points each, 60 points (lowest grade dropped) 


Final Quiz                                        15 points (completion) 


TOTAL                                     710 points 


  


The plus/minus system will be used in calculating final grades. 


A  > 662 points B+ > 615 C+ > 544 D > 426 


A- > 639 B   > 591 C   > 521 F < 426 


  B- > 568 C- > 498   


  


Optional Final Exam 


If you take the Final Exam, that grade will replace your lowest written assignment 
grade. But, if you commit an academic integrity violation on one of your modules, the 
final exam cannot be used to replace that grade. 


  


Incomplete grades, changes in exam dates, and extensions of written assignments will 
be approved only by the instructor, and only upon evidence of extenuating 
circumstances. 


  







Late, and make-up work         


• Late work (initial discussion postings and essays) will be penalized at a rate 
of 10% per day late (including weekend days and holidays unless otherwise 
noted in the module). 


• BUT--Because discussion postings cannot be made after the discussion is 
closed - there is no late option for final discussion postings. 


• No work will be accepted more than three days after the deadline (or after 
the deadline for the final exam). 


  


Optional Synchronous Political Discussions 


The State of Florida requires this course to provide "opportunities to engage 
synchronously in political discussions and civil debates with multiple points of view." 
These discussions will take place every other Friday from 1:30-3pm, and can be 
accessed via the Zoom link for office hours above. Participation is optional and will not 
affect your grade. The agenda for these sessions will be indicated in advance. 


  


Schedule 


Module Dates Topic/Module Readings 


  


PART I: INTRODUCTION TO AMERICAN NATIONAL GOVERNMENT 


August 23-September 2 


Module #1: American Government, Civic Engagement, and the Constitution 


Read Chapters 1-2 


8/27, 1:30-3pm: Optional Class Discussion 


 


September 2-16 


Module #2: Federalism and Congress 


Read: Chapters 3 & 11 


Adam Liptak. "At Center of Health Care Fight, a 1942 Case of a Farmer's Wheat." New 
York Times, March 19, 2012. 


9/3, 1:30-3pm: Optional Class Discussion 







 


September 16-30 


Module #3: The Presidency and the Bureaucracy 


Read: Chapters 12 & 15 


Michael Moss. "While Warning About Fat, U.S. Pushes Cheese Sales." New York 
Times. November 7, 2010. 


9/17, 1:30-3pm: Optional Class Discussion 


  


September 30-October 14 


Module #4: The Courts and Civil Liberties 


Read: Chapters 13 & 4 


Jess Bravin. "Supreme Court Ruling Ducks Conflict Between Religious, Gay 
Rights." Wall Street Journal. June 4, 2018. 


October 1, 1:30-3pm: Optional Class Discussion  


 


October 14-28 


Module #5: Political Parties and Civil Rights 


Read: Chapters 9 & 5 


Summer Sewell. "There Were Nearly a Million Black Farmers in 1920. Why Have they 
Disappeared?" The Guardian. April 29, 2019. 


October 15, 1:30-3pm: Optional Class Discussion 


  


October 28-November 12 


Module #6: Public Opinion, Voting. Campaigns and Elections 


Read: Chapters 6 & 7 


Neil MacFarquhar. "Sweet Cherries, Bitter Politics: Two Farm Stands and the Nation’s 
Divides." New York Times. June 6, 2021. 


October 29, 1:30-3pm: Optional Class Discussion  


 







November 12-December 1 


Module #7: Interest Groups and the Media 


Read: Chapters 8 & 10 


Jane Zhang. "What's in a Name: Crabless Crab Legs No Longer Imitation." Wall Street 
Journal. December 13, 2006. 


November 12, 1:30-3pm: Optional Class Discussion  


 


December 1-7 


Optional Module: Optional Final Exam 


December 3, 1:30-3pm: Optional Class Discussion 


Read: all chapters in eTextbook 


1. Full deadlines details are available in each module instructions (and in the 
live schedule below). 


  


Academic Integrity 
The Center for Academic Integrity (CAI) defines academic integrity as a commitment, 
even in the face of adversity, to five fundamental values: honesty, trust, fairness, 
respect, and responsibility. From these values flow principles of behavior that enable 
academic communities to translate ideals into action. 


http://academicintegrity.org/ (Links to an external site.) 


  


UCF Creed: Integrity, scholarship, community, creativity, and excellence are the core 
values that guide our conduct, performance, and decisions. 


1. Integrity: I will practice and defend academic and personal honesty. 
2. Scholarship: I will cherish and honor learning as a fundamental purpose of 


my membership in the UCF community. 
3. Community: I will promote an open and supportive campus environment by 


respecting the rights and contributions of every individual. 
4. Creativity: I will use my talents to enrich the human experience. 
5. Excellence: I will strive toward the highest standards of performance in any 


endeavor I undertake. 


  







The following definitions of plagiarism and misuse of sources come from the Council of 
Writing Program Administrators <http://wpacouncil.org/node/9 (Links to an external 
site.)> and have been adopted by UCF’s Department of Writing & Rhetoric. 


  


Plagiarism 
In an instructional setting, plagiarism occurs when a writer deliberately uses someone 
else’s language, ideas, or other original (not common-knowledge) material without 
acknowledging its source. This definition applies to texts published in print or on-line, 
to manuscripts, and to the work of other student writers. 


  


Misuse of Sources 
A student who attempts (even if clumsily) to identify and credit his or her source, but 
who misuses a specific citation format or incorrectly uses quotation marks or other 
forms of identifying material taken from other sources, has not plagiarized. Instead, 
such a student should be considered to have failed to cite and document sources 
appropriately. 


  


Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating 
UCF faculty members have a responsibility for your education and the value of a UCF 
degree, and so seek to prevent unethical behavior and when necessary respond to 
infringements of academic integrity. Penalties can include a failing grade in an 
assignment or in the course, suspension or expulsion from the university, and/or a "Z 
Designation" on a student's official transcript indicating academic dishonesty, where 
the final grade for this course will be preceded by the letter Z. For more information 
about the Z Designation, see http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgradeLinks to an external 
site.. 
For more information about UCF's Rules of Conduct, 
see http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/Links to an external site.. 


  


Unauthorized Use of Class Materials 
There are many fraudulent websites claiming to offer study aids to students but are 
actually cheat sites. They encourage students to upload course materials, such as test 
questions, individual assignments, and examples of graded material. Such materials 
are the intellectual property of instructors, the university, or publishers and may not be 
distributed without prior authorization. Students who engage in such activity are in 
violation of academic conduct standards and may face penalties. 







  


Unauthorized Use of Class Notes 
Third parties may be selling class notes from this class without my authorization. 
Please be aware that such class materials may contain errors, which could affect your 
performance or grade. Use these materials at your own risk. 


  


In-Class Recording Policy 
Outside of the notetaking and recording services offered by Student Accessibility 
Services, the creation of an audio or video recording of all or part of a class for 
personal use is allowed only with the advance and explicit written consent of the 
instructor. Such recordings are only acceptable in the context of personal, private 
studying and notetaking and are not authorized to be shared with anyone without the 
separate written approval of the instructor. 


COVID-19 


Illness Notification 


Students who believe they may have a COVID-19 diagnosis should contact UCF 
Student Health Services (407-823-2509) so proper contact tracing procedures can take 
place. 


Students should not come to campus if they are ill, are experiencing any symptoms of 
COVID-19, have tested positive for COVID, or if anyone living in their residence has 
tested positive or is sick with COVID-19 symptoms. CDC guidance for COVID-19 
symptoms is located here: (https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-
testing/symptoms.html (Links to an external site.)) 


Students should contact their instructor(s) as soon as possible if they miss class for 
any illness reason to discuss reasonable adjustments that might need to be made. 
When possible, students should contact their instructor(s) before missing class. 


In Case of Faculty Illness 


If the instructor falls ill during the semester, there may be changes to this course, 
including having a backup instructor take over the course. Please look for 
announcements or mail in Webcourses@UCF or Knights email for any alterations to 
this course. 


Course Accessibility Statement 
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all 
persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. 
Students with disabilities who need specific access in this course, such as 







accommodations, should contact the professor as soon as possible to discuss various 
access options. Students should also connect with Student Accessibility ServicesLinks 
to an external site. (Ferrell Commons, 7F, Room 185, sas@ucf.edu, phone (407) 823-
2371). Through Student Accessibility Services, a Course Accessibility Letter may be 
created and sent to professors, which informs faculty of potential access and 
accommodations that might be reasonable. 


  


Campus Safety Statement 
Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise in our class, we will all need 
to work together. Everyone should be aware of the surroundings and familiar with 
some basic safety and security concepts. 


• In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance. 
• Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a 


wall near the door. Please make a note of the guide’s physical location and 
consider reviewing the online version 
at http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.htmlLinks to an external site..  


• Familiarize yourself with evacuation routes from each of your classrooms 
and have a plan for finding safety in case of an emergency. (Insert class-
specific details if appropriate) 


• If there is a medical emergency during class, we may need to access a first 
aid kit or AED (Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those items 
are located in this building, see http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/AEDlocations-
UCFLinks to an external site. (click on link from menu on left).  (insert class 
specific information if appropriate) 


• To stay informed about emergency situations, sign up to receive UCF text 
alerts by going to my.ucf.eduLinks to an external site. and logging in.  Click 
on “Student Self Service” located on the left side of the screen in the tool 
bar, scroll down to the blue “Personal Information” heading on your Student 
Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the information, including your e-
mail address, cell phone number, and cell phone provider, click “Apply” to 
save the changes, and then click “OK.” 


• If you have a special need related to emergency situations, please speak 
with me during office hours. 







• Consider viewing this video (You CAN Survive an Active Shooter (Links to an 


external site.) ) about how to manage an active 
shooter situation on campus or elsewhere.  


  


Deployed Active Duty Military Students 
If you are a deployed active duty military student and feel that you may need a special 
accommodation due to that unique status, please contact your instructor to discuss 
your circumstances. 
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CPO3057: 


Contemporary Revolutions & Political Conflict 
Fall 2021 Syllabus   


 
 


 
 


Instructor Contact 


Instructor  Dr. Houman Sadri 


Office  


School of Politics, Security, and International Affairs 
University of Central Florida 
4297 Andromeda Loop N. 
Howard Phillips Hall 302 
Orlando, FL  32816-1356  


Office Hours T & Th: 13:00-15:30 by email, zoom, phone, or appointments.  
Phone  (407) 823-2608 or (407) 823-1274  
E-mail  Only via Course Mail 


 


Course Information 


Course Name Contemporary Revolutions and Political Conflicts 
Course ID & Sections CPO3057 0W60 
Credit Hours 3 
Semester/Year Fall 2021 


Online Section: No face-to-face Class Meetings, BUT all our online  
students are advised to watch the class lecture videos 
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Course Description & Objectives 


Revolutions are fundamental changes in power or organizational structures that takes place in a 
relatively short period of time. Aristotle described two types of political revolution: 


1. Complete change from one constitution to another 
2. Modification of an existing constitution. 


Revolutions have occurred through human history and vary widely in terms of methods, 
duration, and motivating ideology. Their results include major changes in culture, economy, and 
sociopolitical institutions. 


Scholarly debates about what does and does not constitute a revolution center around several 
issues. Early studies of revolutions primarily analyzed events in European history from a 
psychological perspective, but more modern examinations include global events and incorporate 
perspectives from several social sciences, including sociology and political science. Several 
generations of scholarly thought on revolutions have generated many competing theories and 
contributed much to the current understanding of this complex phenomenon. 


In this course we summaries and overview the necessary components of the literature on 
revolutions. This interdisciplinary course provides a foundation for understanding the complex 
socio-political, cultural, and economic structure of the revolutions. This class covers the major 
approaches, concepts, and methods, which are the necessary tools for analyzing and 
comprehending this important phenomenon. 


Another purpose of this course is to go beyond stereotypes, and to stimulate students' critical 
thinking by the analysis of events and issues from both comparative as well as cross-cultural 
perspectives. The next objective is to provide an accurate and unbiased recent picture of social, 
economic, legal, political, and security challenges of the revolutions and political conflicts in the 
post-Cold War period. 


Moreover, this class is to stimulate critical analyses of events and issues in global affairs. It is not 
my place to train students to be conservative or liberal people, but I use our readings and my 
lectures to stimulate your minds. However, I have no political agenda, especially since I am an 
independent, who does not even belong to any real political party. More importantly, this course 
will also assist students to improve their written and oral communication skills, to gain an ability 
to translate knowledge from one context to another, and to apply theory to practice. Gaining this 
knowledge is important not only for students, but also for government and business employees 
and those who realize that we live in an increasingly global village. 
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Format 
Our Web (or online) course consists of only one section, which never meets in a regular 
classroom. However, you are strongly encouraged to watch the lecture videos, during which I 
gave hints about quiz and exam questions. There is no required in-class attendance, but students 
should think of our Web session like a Tuesday/Thursday course, which has required 
assignment deadlines on both Tuesdays and Thursdays. The recorded sessions are available 
in an on-line digital format on the course website. These recorded video lectures make 
understanding our courses materials much easier. Our experience indicates that students who 
watch the videos do much better in our course than those who do not. 


Every week, we start a new Reading Module (or lesson plan) on Tuesdays, and we have 
assignments due on Tuesdays and Thursdays. The required weekly Reading and Current Events 
Postings are always due on Tuesdays at 11:59pm sharp. Our three Exam Modules also start on 
Tuesdays: their Review Sessions are online on Tuesdays and the Exams themselves are always 
online on Thursdays. The three Exam Modules are modules numbers 4 (First Midterm Exam or 
Exam 1), 8 (Second Midterm Exam or Exam 2), and 12 (Final Exam). The exams are available 
for only one day on Thursdays from 6am to 11:59pm, because UCF computer servers go on 
backup between 12midnight and 6am, so they cut off students. Also, every Thursday (with 
the exception of National Holidays), we have a quiz which is available only for one day from 
6am to 11:59pm (for the same reason). 


I prepared powerpoint lectures to make sense of a great deal of readings that students must 
complete in our text and website articles. Moreover, we heavily rely on our diverse readings 
(which provide us with a variety of views) and use them as additional lecture materials. I want 
my students to be exposed to many different ideas, not just one or two. In this course, we cover 
12 Modules or lessons (consist of 9 Reading Modules and 3 Exam Modules). Each Reading 
Module covers at least one text chapter, and at least a few articles from our website. Modules 
are organized as one-stop shop where related assignments, public discussions, postings, 
quizzes, exams, and surveys are linked inside modules for your convenience and efficiency. 


Each reading module is divided into six parts: 


1. Reading modules begin with required readings, all of which must be completed before 
Tuesdays required postings' deadlines at 11:59pm. Of course, you may begin reading 
ahead, since you have access to your text, website articles, schedule, and modules. 


2. Students are required to discuss the content of readings in our online required Weekly 
Discussion (due Tuesdays by 11:59pm), which involves each student replying directly 
to instructor’s analytical questions by using the Reply Button inside Instructor’s 
Posting. This means that students must read ALL materials before the discussions begin; 
and they must clearly document or cite ALL weekly readings in their posting. For the 
complete list of requirements and format of the assignment, please see the Discussion 
Posting Guidelines linked inside the Module and see the Sample Posting in Module 
Zero. Remember that the Canvas System does not accept late postings. Moreover, we 
cannot accept any gradable assignment by e-mail or Course Mail. 
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3. Students should first complete Required Readings (including Book Chapters, Outlines, 
Summaries, Key Concepts, and Articles) for each module to better understand the subject 
before making their discussion posting. There are 11 discussion postings, but the first 3 
are required. For earning full 30 points, however, you must complete 6 postings.  


4. Moreover, there is an Optional Question Forum for exchanges among students who 
may have additional questions about the reading materials or current events. This 
optional forum is to facilitate communications among students, so they can exchange 
ideas and learn from one another. This is to create a Community of Learner, another 
UCF goal. The aim is to empower students by providing them the opportunity to act as 
teachers to help one another. Those students who act as teachers learn the materials better 
themselves, and those who listen to them tend to identify better with their own peers. 
This way, most reading questions are answered and vague points are clarified. And, we 
can make sure that the materials are clear for all students. So this Forum should help 
students with their preparation for the quizzes and tests. Thus, we use the Question 
Forum for the question/answer period by students, for students, and via students 
themselves. Serving as a monitor, the instructor interjects in the Question Forum only 
when the students’ answers to the questions are not correct (or complete) or he may play 
the role of the devil’s advocate for providing students with different perspectives. 


5. For each reading module, the next step is a quiz that covers all reading materials of that 
particular module in addition to including questions from our course syllabus folder. 
There are 9 reading modules; and thus 9 quizzes. You are required to take the first 3 
of these 9 quizzes. However, I suggest that students take all 9 quizzes, so I can drop 
their lowest 6 quizzes scores. I add up their top 3 quizzes for their final total quiz score. 


6. The final step in any module is the Weekly Optional (ungraded) Survey, which is 
available if you click on the Module Description Page. These surveys are setup to be fully 
anonymous to provide privacy to students who are too shy to ask a direct question from 
the instructor (via Course Mail) or have a criticism of the course or the instructor during 
a particular module. These ungraded Surveys include two parts: the first covers the 
material highlights, but you may just say OK here, and move to the more important 
second part, where you place your criticism or praise. Since the surveys are fully 
anonymous, students should feel free to express themselves, make any constructive 
criticism of the lectures, readings, and/or format. As the instructor will not know the 
identity of the students in survey, then he may address such criticism in the Question 
Forum. If you have no criticism, you are NOT required to use these ungraded 
Optional Surveys. Of course, you are also welcome to provide any positive input, if you 
like any aspect of the class to help us maintain the more effective and useful parts of this 
course. Your input is certainly appreciated, even though you remain anonymous. 


As necessary, we may utilize audiovisual resources to further our understanding of the materials, 
if our Course Website technology allows us. Our course materials (except for our required text) 
are available on-line. 
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Text 


The following books and materials are required for our class: 


     


James DeFronzo. Revolutions and Revolutionary Movements. 5th ed. Boulder, CO: Westview 
Press, 2014 (ISBN: 978-0813349244). 


Jack Goldstone, Revolutions: A Very Short Introduction. Oxford, UK: Oxford Univ. Press, 
2014 (ISBN: 978-0199858507). 


Additional reading materials will be available at our Website. You may access them via our 
Class Website inside each Module. 


 


PowerPoint Information 
Some of this course's content is displayed as PowerPoint files. If you do not have PowerPoint 
installed on your system, you can download a free PowerPoint Viewer from Microsoft for your 
Windows computer. If you have a Mac or Windows computer you can use OpenOffice. 


 


Teaching Philosophy 


Education is a tool for improving the quality of life.  Education is not an end in itself but a 
process.  My teaching philosophy is to encourage critical thinking, innovative problem-solving, 
practical application of theory, and tolerance of diverse ideas and cultures from an international 
perspective.  To achieve these goals, I employ an interactive teaching style, which empowers 
students by encouraging them to contribute to the ongoing discussion of both familiar and 
unfamiliar topics and materials. My teaching goals are both to share my academic knowledge 
and experience with my students and to inspire and help them to become life-long learners. 


  



http://www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?displaylang=en&FamilyID=048dc840-14e1-467d-8dca-19d2a8fd7485

http://www.openoffice.org/
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General Policies 


Based on the UCF’s rules and standards, the instructor will pursue the following general policies: 


1. The professor reserves all rights to modify the content of the syllabus, class schedule, 
and/or the course, as it becomes necessary. Student must pay attention. 


2. With no exception, students MUST only use Course Mail, when they need to contact 
the professor and/or the class Teaching Assistant (TA). 


3. If you receive no reply from the instructor (and/or TA) within 48-hours (during regular 
business days & hours, M-F 8am-5pm) after sending your message (when he is not out-
of-town), it means that he did not receive your message. Please re-send the message. 


4. Respecting students’ privacy, the instructor provides student’s record only to the student 
himself/herself on a one-to-one basis. He will not discuss one student’s case in front of 
others in any public forum. Students are also not allowed to discuss their private cases in 
the public forums of our course. Thus, students must directly contact the instructor via 
Course Mail (not in class public forums), if they have questions about their own 
records, grades, or particular situations. 


5. Dr. Sadri encourages and welcomes questions as well as comments from all students. 
However, he will not allow any student to intimidate other students or dominate the class 
discussion. No student is allowed to impose his/her ideas on others or create an unhealthy 
class environment. 


6. Students Participation Score is penalized for repeated questions whose answers are in 
the syllabus folder (including syllabus and more) documents and course forums. 


7. With our generous drop policy, there is no need for changes in deadlines. However, 
please inform the professor, if you face special career situations (eg. military deployment 
to the front) or personal issues (e.g. hospitalization) not listed on the UCF calendar. 


8. Since our course materials are on-line, all students MUST check Course Mail, class 
Web Forums, and their e-mails at least twice a day (once in the morning and once at 
nights) for new class announcements, news, messages and/or updates by professor or TA. 


9. Without exceptions, ALL written (gradable) assignments (postings, quizzes, and exams) 
MUST be submitted to our Course Website. The format requirement is single-spaced 
format, black color font, New Times Roman font, and 10-point font size. You are 
responsible for grammar and spell checking your work. 


10. In case of technical challenges with the Canvas, the Instructor may use students’ e-mail 
addresses from the UCF e-Community. Update your e-mail address at the Polaris (UCF 
Registration) system otherwise you may not receive certain emergency messages. 


11. If you have an official name change during the term, you must inform the instructor 
immediately, since UCF does not do that. 


12. Students should regularly check our Website Assignments Deadline page and avoid 
submitting assignments to our Course Website at the last minute. The Website clock 
may be different from your own time, and that may lead students to miss a deadline. Late 
assignments are considered missed. No gradable assignment, posting, quiz, or exam is 
accepted by e-mail or Course Mail. It is your responsibility to submit assignments 
before the Website deadlines, Eastern Standard Time (EST). 







 


7 


 


13. Any grade (or score) dispute or participation discrepancy must be resolved within a 
week from the day (and time) when scores are posted or the discrepancy has occurred. No 
late (or last minute) appeals will be considered. 


14. Students, who take a passive (or inactive) role in our class, especially during the first 4 
weeks of the term, will be considered “disengaged,” based on UCF standards. They will 
be severely penalized on the case by case basis. 


 


Make-Up Policy 


Theoretically, there are no make-ups for our quizzes, exams, or Weekly Required 
Discussion Postings, since we have a very generous drop policy for each student throughout the 
term. Most students consider my “drop system” as a very generous make-up policy. 


Remember that the First Midterm Exam is required for all without an exception. After taking 
the First Exam, it can be replaced by the Second Midterm Exam, which has a higher score. 
However, the First and/or the Second Midterm Exams are NOT a replacement for the Final 
Exam. Also, there is no make-up for the Final Exam or the optional Extra Credit Quiz. 


Make-Up for Authorized University Events or Co-curricular Activities 
Students who represent the university in an authorized event or activity (for example, student-
athletes) and who are unable to meet a course deadline due to a conflict with that event must 
provide the instructor with documentation in advance to arrange a make-up. No penalty will be 
applied. For more information, see UCF policy: https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-401.pdf> 


UCF General COVID Statement 
We recognize and understand the difficult times we are all in. The COVID-19 pandemic impacts 
us all in many ways, including physically, mentally, emotionally, financially, academically, and 
professionally. I will work with you on challenges you may be encountering and to provide 
support to help you succeed. However, please keep in mind that I will hold you accountable, 
especially in terms of our online class attendance, participation, and contributions. 


UCF Statement Regarding Masks 


Since our class is a W (or fully online) course without any face-to-face time, we do not have the 
same Mask requirements as the face-to-face courses. However, it is important that students know 
the following UCF policy.   


UCF expects that all members of our campus community who are able to do so get vaccinated, 
and we expect all members of our campus community to wear masks indoors, in line with the 
latest CDC guidelines. Masks are required in approved clinical or health care settings. 



https://fctl.ucf.edu/teaching-resources/course-design/syllabus-statements/

https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-401.pdf

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated.html

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated.html
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UCF COVID & Illness Notification 


Students who believe they may have been exposed to COVID-19 or who test positive must 
contact UCF Student Health Services (407-823-2509) so proper contact tracing procedures can 
take place. Students should not come to campus if they are ill, are experiencing any symptoms of 
COVID-19 or have tested positive for COVID-19. 


Students should contact their instructor(s) as soon as possible if they miss class for any illness to 
discuss reasonable adjustments that might need to be made. When possible, students should 
contact their instructor(s) before missing class. 


 
Ethics & Turnitin.com 
 
In this course we will utilize turnitin.com, an automated system which instructors can use to 
quickly and easily compare each student’s assignment with billions of web sites, as well as an 
enormous database of student papers that grows with each submission. Accordingly, you will be 
expected to submit assignments through the Canvas Assignment Tool in electronic format. After 
the assignment is processed, as an instructor I receive a report from turnitin.com that states if 
and how another author’s work was used in the assignment. For a more detailed look at this 
process, visit http://www.turnitin.com. 


 
University Writing Center 


Beside a good deal of reading, our course involves a great amount of writing. When you have 
any challenges with writing assignments or if want to improve the quality of your work, see: 


University Writing Center, Trevor Colbourn Hall 109 
Satellite Locations: Main Library, Rosen Library, Online 
407-823-2197, http://uwc.cah.ucf.edu/ 


The University Writing Center (UWC) offers writing support to students from first-year to 
graduate in every discipline. Tutors provide help at every stage of the writing process, including 
understanding assignments, researching, drafting, revising, incorporating sources, and learning to 
proofread and edit. The UWC’s purpose is not merely to fix or edit papers, but to teach writing 
strategies that can be applied to any writing situation. Consultations are available for individuals 
and small groups. You may schedule a 45-minute appointment by clicking the Success 


Resources tab on Webcourses, calling the UWC at 407-823-2197, or through the UWC website. 


The UWC seeks graduate and undergraduate tutors from all majors. To learn more about 
becoming a writing tutor, please contact them. 


 



https://fctl.ucf.edu/teaching-resources/course-design/syllabus-statements/

https://fctl.ucf.edu/teaching-resources/course-design/syllabus-statements/

http://www.turnitin.com/

https://fctl.ucf.edu/teaching-resources/course-design/syllabus-statements/

https://fctl.ucf.edu/teaching-resources/course-design/syllabus-statements/

http://uwc.cah.ucf.edu/
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Rules of Conduct 


One of the University of Central Florida's most enduring academic traditions is its Rules of 
Conduct code. Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of Conduct at 
<https://scai.sdes.ucf.edu/student-rules-of-conduct/>. 


The instructor will follow the code and expects all students to do the same. As Golden Rule 
(https://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/) handbook clearly states, failure to comply with university rules 
may subject violator(s) to appropriate action by university authorities and/or appropriate civil 
authorities. Serious violations of university rules will be recorded in the record of the student(s). 


 
UCF Course Accessibility 


The UCF is committed to providing access and inclusion for all persons with disabilities. 
Students with disabilities who need access to course content due to course design limitations 
should contact the professor as soon as possible. Students should also connect with Student 
Accessibility Services (SAS) <http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/> (Ferrell Commons 185, 407-823-2371).  
 
Campus Safety Statement for Students in Online-Only Courses 
Though most emergency situations are primarily relevant to courses that meet in person, such 
incidents can also impact online students, either when they are on or near campus to participate 
in other courses or activities or when their course work is affected by off-campus emergencies.  
 
The following policies apply to courses in online modalities. 


• To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text 
alerts by going to <https://my.ucf.edu> and logging in. Click on “Student Self Service” 
located on the left side of the screen in the toolbar, scroll down to the blue “Personal 
Information” heading on the Student Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the 
information, including e-mail address, cell phone number, and cell phone provider, click 
“Apply” to save the changes, and then click “OK.” 


• Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their 
instructors outside of class. 
 


Deployed Active Duty Military Students 
Students who are deployed active duty military and/or National Guard personnel and require 
accommodation should contact their instructors as soon as possible after the semester begins 
and/or after they receive notification of deployment to make related arrangements. 


Religious Observation 
Students must notify their instructor in advance if they intend to miss class for a religious observance. For 
more information, see the UCF policy at: 
http://regulations.ucf.edu/chapter5/documents/5.020ReligiousObservancesFINALJan19 



https://scai.sdes.ucf.edu/student-rules-of-conduct/

https://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

https://my.ucf.edu/

https://fctl.ucf.edu/teaching-resources/course-design/syllabus-statements/

http://regulations.ucf.edu/chapter5/documents/5.020ReligiousObservancesFINALJa
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Course Requirements & Grading System 
The final grades are on a Point System. I do not use letter grades on assignments, postings, 
quizzes, or tests to avoid misleading interpretations of final grades. I encourage students to avoid 
letter grade interpretation of their scores. All Modules 0, 1, 2, & 3 assignments and the Final 
Exam are required for all. Exam 2 is ONLY required for those with low Exam 1 score. 


Our course is organized to create equal opportunity for students with different learning abilities 
and skills. If students are not doing well with a particular course requirement, they can still earn 
enough points to get a desirable final grade. Moreover, there is an opportunity to earn up to 5 
Optional Extra Credit Points for the final grade. 


 


 CRITERIA POINTS 
   


3 (out of 9) online Quizzes, 10 points each 


 


30 
   


6 (out of 11) online Discussion Postings, 5 points each  


 


30 
   


Required First Exam (Second Exam is required for low scores) 


 


20 
   


Required Final Exam (online) 


 


20 
  


TOTAL 


 


100 
   


Extra Credit (online) 


 


5 


Students are expected to participate in our online discussion forums. Individuals who are active 
by their early postings, extensive contribution to Discussion Forums, participating in Optional 
Forums, and helping other students in our Optional (Question, Technical, From the Grapevine) 
Forums are eligible for a higher participation score. In addition, if their final grade is on the 
borderline between two grades (e.g., A- & B+), their participation record is the key factor in my 
decision for a higher grade. 







 


11 


 


NOTE: Please feel free to check only your raw scores on the Canvas Gradebook anytime. 
However, the Canvas provides Inaccurate and Misleading Grade Statistics, because it does 
not take into account our generous drop policy. Canvas simply adds all your scores regardless of 
their quality, ranking, and dropping the lowest figures. For students, Canvas grade statistics often 
show a very high performance percentage which is seriously wrong. For the accurate report of 
your grade standing, please simultaneously email the professor and Teaching Assistants (TAs).     


     


 Letter Grade Points 
A 93 - 100 points 
A- 90 - 92 points 
B+ 87 - 89 points 
B 83 - 86 points 
B- 80 - 82 points 
C+ 77 - 79 points 
C 73 - 76 points 
C- 70 - 72 points 
D+ 67 - 69 points 
D 63 - 66 points 
D- 60 - 62 points 
F 59 and below 


Since the grading is based on a simple point system, at any time during the term you should be 
able to add your earned points together to recognize your projected grade. Please feel free to 
contact the instructor directly, if you have any questions about your grade. Moreover, the 
instructor will use the plus and minus grading system which allows for a more accurate and fair 
evaluation of student performance. The range for each grade is indicated in the table. 


Quizzes 
To learn about our course topic, one must understand diverse political issues at national, 
regional, and international levels. Based on schedule, students are required to read (free of any 
cost) articles linked inside each Module of our Webcourses@UCF online course in association 
with each text chapter. To confirm that module readings are understood, there are NINE 
CLOSED-BOOK multiple choice online quizzes--each related to one reading module. Closed-
Book means that one is not supposed to use the reading materials while one takes the quiz. 
Out of the 9 quizzes, only the first three quizzes are required for each student. However, students 
are welcome to take all other quizzes as well to maximize their total quiz scores. 


With only 10 questions, each quiz is worth 10 points. It covers all readings in one particular 
module plus questions from the Syllabus Folder to make sure that everyone knows the class 
rules for their own benefits, according to the recommendation of the UCF Course development 
office. Moreover, the same UCF office suggests that Quizzes (with 10 questions) should be set 
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for only 5 minutes. However, I extended the time limit to 10-minutes for each quiz. For the 
quizzes, our records show that majority of students take only about 5.5 minutes—a record very 
close to what the UCF staff suggested for time limit. 


Now the question is: What should be done about those who need more time? I can certainly 
identify with those who may need more time, simply because of my own learning disabilities. 
Please do not repeat my personal challenging school experience to ignore my learning 
disabilities for years; and get yourself tested for learning disabilities and report it to the UCF 
Office of Disability. This way, you can legally receive double-time for the quizzes and texts, 
based on Federal and UCF rules. If you do not have learning disability, please contact the 
professor to help you improve your Study Habits and Methods, so you would be more efficient 
and effective in taking the quizzes and earn higher scores.  


About Canvas System timing, depending on your type of Internet Connection to UCF system, 
some students will get cut off at the 10-minute time limit for the quizzes. While others may be in 
time violation. To avoid any penalty points, I strongly suggest that you submit your answers 
before the 10th minute starts. Time violations are penalized by 1 point for each extra minute. 


Moreover, UCF computer servers some nights go on backup (sometimes between 12 mid-
night to 6am), so some students were cut off in the past. Thus, our quizzes cannot be open for 
more than a day. Each quiz is only open for one Thursday from 6:00am to 11:59pm, each quiz is 
linked inside its own module. As mentioned earlier, quizzes are designed for 5 minutes, but you 
have up to 10-minutes to complete each. The exceptions to this rule are the students registered 
with the UCF Student Disability Services. These students have double time (i.e., 20 minutes) 
for each quiz, based on UCF rules. However, the Disability Students MUST ask the UCF 
Disability Services to provide the professor with confirmation of their status in the first 
week of the term. These students cannot use the extra time until the instructor receives the 
notification from UCF Disability office. 


UCF aims to prepare students for both objective and subjective tests. Quizzes are examples of 
objective tests. The quiz questions are multiple-choice and/or true-false in nature. Since there is 
no make-up for the quizzes, it is strongly recommended that students take all 9 quizzes and 
maximize their chance of higher total quiz score and avoid possible computer and network 
technical problems, which may lead to losing the opportunity to submit their quiz. To calculate 
students' total quiz scores, however, the professor will automatically drop their 6 lowest quiz 
scores and use only the top 3 out of their 9 quiz scores for each student. Students may earn up to 
a total of 30 points for their total quiz score. 


Note: It is normal that for some, quizzes would seem more challenging than for other students. 
The key issue for success on the quizzes is to master the readings. This means that you must 
fully repeat the readings at least 3 times, which is what I also do while preparing for my lectures. 
There is no shame in reading the materials 3 times, based on current educational standard. 
For those students, who do not master the readings, the 10-minute time limit will seem too short. 
For those who do not master the readings, it is impossible to cheat on the quizzes, because 
Canvas System choose 10 random questions (from a large question pool) for each student. No 
two quizzes are the same, because the question pool is very large with at least a couple of 
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hundred questions. Even if a few students take the same quiz together, they will certainly have 
different sets of quiz questions within their own 10-minute. Moreover, the quizzes get harder as 
the term moves on, so I made the first three easier quizzes required for all. There is no choice, 
but to master (or comprehend, not just memorize) the assigned readings. If you have questions, 
please ask us by direct emails.  


 


Exams 
Our class has 3 exams: First and Second Midterm Exams as well as Final Exam. First Exam and 
the Final Exam are required for all students without any exception. Second Exam is only 
required for those whose First Exam score is low (i.e., below 16 out of 20 points or what students 
say at “C” or less levels).  


 


All 3 exams are Closed-Book online tests. In a Closed-Book test, one may mention our text or 
lecture materials (only from their memory), but one does NOT directly "quote" text or lectures 
(with page numbers of the readings). Students should NOT document their test writings. 
Documenting is citing the author along with page numbers. In a closed-book test, quoting or 
documenting is considered plagiarism, which is a punishable act based on UCF rules. 


  


Each exam covers about one-third of the course materials. All students are required to take 
the First Midterm Exam without an exception. Those who do not do well on the First Exam 
(or Exam 1) are then required to take the Second Midterm Exam (or Exam 2). For these two 
midterm exams, the instructor drops the lowest score for each student. If you miss an exam, it 
will automatically earn zero. The First or Second Midterm Exam is not a replacement for the 
Final Exam. The Final Exam is required for all students without an exception. The Final Exam 
covers the last third of the term. There is no make-up for the Final Exam, so students must 
take it as scheduled, linked on Module 12. Please put our exam dates on your schedule.  


 


After Final Exam, please take the Post-Test, as a sign of your learning level and engagement in 
our class. Post-Test has the same questions as Pre-Test which is linked in Module 1. Pre-Test is 
also required as a sign of initial learning and engagement in our class. The final grade of those 
who fail to take Pre-Test and Post-Test will be penalized. 


 


Regarding format, each exam will provide equal opportunity to students with different learning 
abilities. In this regard, each exam has 3 parts: In Part 1, there are Objective Questions or 
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multiple choice; in Part 2, Short-Answers Questions that are a combination of objective and 
subjective questions); and in Part 3, Essay Questions, which are considered more subjective. In 
the First Part of the exam, there will be 7 objective questions (consist of multiple and/or true-
false questions), each worth 1 point. There are no choices in this part and all questions must be 
answered. The Second Part of the exam consists of short-answer questions, each of which can 
be answered briefly in one sentence. In this part, students have options, and are required to 
answer only 2 questions, not more and not less. There will be a penalty for answering more or 
less than 2 questions in this part. Each short-answer question is worth 3 points for a total of 6 
points. The Third Part of the exam is made of essay questions, which are considered subjective 
questions. Students have options and are required to answer only one essay question, which is 
worth 7 points, including 2 points for the essay outline (see sample outline and essay format in 
Modules 4, 8, and 12). Organize your thoughts and write down an outline with at least 5 Roman 
Numerals (subdivided into at least a couple of points) before starting the essay. For this outline, 
the First and Last Roman Numerals refer to the Introduction and Conclusion sections. The 
other three Roman Numerals must relate to the other three mini questions inside your essay 
question. The outline is worth only 2 points, so take it seriously. 


 


The essay must be an extensive answer (at least 500 words in length), which will be evaluated 
based on following criteria: clarity, content, organization, comprehensiveness, argument 
quality, and supporting evidence (facts and examples). Before submitting exam, essay answer 
must be single-spaced format, New Times Roman font, black color font, and 10-point font size. 
You are responsible for grammar and spell checking your work. There is penalty for violation 
of these rules. Hint: Use at least a separate paragraph for each of your Roman Numerals. 


  


Since UCF servers some nights go on backup (between 12 midnight to 6am) and some 
students were cut off in the past, our exams cannot be open for more than a day. Each required 
exam is only open for one Thursday from 6:00am to 11:59pm. Based on UCF Course 
Development staff suggestions, our exams are designed for 45 minutes, but you have up to 60-
minutes to complete each. The exceptions to this rule are the students registered with the UCF 
Student Disability Services. These students have double time for each exam, based on UCF 
rules. However, the Disability Students must ask the UCF Disability Services to provide the 
instructor with documentations of their status in the first week of the term. These students cannot 
use the extra time until the instructor receives the notification from the Disability Services. 


  


The UCF Canvas System does not save your answers, if you violate the time even by a micro 
second. Depending on your Internet Connection to UCF, some students will get cut off at the 60-
minute time limit, while others will be in time violation. I strongly suggest that you save and 
submit your answers before the 60th minute starts. Time violations are penalized by 1 point for 
each extra minute. 
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Extra Credit 
There is one Optional Extra Credit opportunity worth 5 points throughout the term. This Extra 
Credit is a Quiz that covers a number of Optional Reading Assignments in Module 12 at the 
end of the term. This quiz has the same format and requirements as a regular quiz, so read the 
Quiz section. The Extra Credit Quiz is linked in the Module 12 and it is listed in our Class 
Schedule. The difference between the Extra Credit Quiz and other quizzes is that you have only 
5 questions and have only 5 minutes for Extra Credit Quiz. 


  


Since UCF servers some nights go on backup (sometimes between 12 midnight to 6am) and 
some students were cut off in the past, this extra credit quiz cannot be open for more than a 
day. It is only open for one day from 6:00am to 11:59pm. Extra Credit Quiz is designed for 2.5 
minutes, based on UCF Course Development staff.  However, you have up to 5-minutes to 
complete it. The exceptions to this rule are the students registered with the UCF Student 
Disability Services. These students have double time for the Extra Credit Quiz, based on UCF 
rules. However, the Disability Students MUST ask the UCF Disability Services to provide the 
instructor with documentations of their status in the VERY first week of the term. These students 
cannot use the extra time until the instructor receives the notification from UCF Disability office. 


  


Again, the Canvas System may either cut you off or keep you in time violation (depending on 
your Internet Connection to UCF). I suggest that you save and submit this quiz before the 5th 
minute. There is penalty point for time violations. One point is subtracted for each extra minute 
beyond 5 minutes. Disability Students have double time for Extra Credit Quiz, based on UCF 
rules. 


Attendance, Engagement, & Participation  


Attendance: 


For the online students (in W or V courses), students’ attendance level is partly based on their 
active (or passive) record in our Optional Forums. There are 3 Optional forums: Questions, Tech 
Help, and "From the Grapevine:" For the complete description of each forum, please check the 
first one listed by the Dr. Sadri. Students who want recognition for their activities should help 
their peers in these Optional Forums. Those who have a strong record will get my help for a 
higher final grade in our class. Thus, to encourage good academic behavior, individuals who are 
active by helping other students in our Question & Technical Help Forums and participating 
in other Optional Forum: From the Grapevine are eligible for my assistance to their final grade, 
when their total scores fall on the borderline between two grades (such as A- & B+). Their active 
participation record will be the key factor influencing my decision for a higher grade. If you feel 
that you do not have a strong attendance record and have taken a very passive role in our class, 
please complete the Extra Credit assignment (worth 5 points), linked in Module 12.  
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Engagement: 


Inspired by the UCF educational mission, full engagement in class is essential in our online 
course. 1) In part, students’ engagement is measured by observing how carefully each student 
follows all class instructions and rules (listed in the Syllabus Folder), Announcements, and 
emails from the Professor and the Teaching Assistants (TAs). Students who ask questions whose 
answers are already in the above mentioned documents are obviously showing “disengagement” 
in our course. To encourage students to take the class rules seriously, each quiz has questions 
from the Syllabus Folder. 2) Class engagement is also measured by students’ completing the 
Pre-Test in Module 1 and Post-Test in Module 12. 3) Finally, students’ engagement is measured 
by meeting the UCF Financial Aid Requirement Report (in Module 0), by completing 3 simple 
assignments, based on Module Zero description. The final grade of those who show any 
“disengagement” is penalized by their level of passivity in this class, based on UCF rules.  


Participation: 


Obviously, students’ participation is vital in our class. What do we mean by participation? 
Participation means students actively completing the weekly course discussion postings. 
Students may present explanation, opinion, or relevant comments about an issue, based on my 
instructions in our Reading Discussion Forum linked within each module. However, simply 
asking questions or bombarding the instructor with emails (whose answers are already in the 
syllabus) is not considered active participation. Of course, I expect my students to participate in 
our Weekly Discussion Forums.  


Are there any weekly participation grades? Your weekly posting is evaluated on a point 
system based on a rubric which evaluates each posting from zero to 5 points. More specific 
posting instructions are linked in each module under the title: Discussion Posting Guidelines. If 
you are not sure about the acceptability of your work, then please make your postings by Sunday 
night. On Monday mornings, the instructor (or TAs) will send messages to students whose works 
are unacceptable or incomplete. Such students will have time before Tuesday night deadlines to 
revise their postings (in the Discussion Forum) and make them acceptable or complete. If you 
make your posting after Sunday night, there is no time for instructor/TA comments, so you 
take a chance. Thus, you may earn no points at all, despite your initial attempts. This term, there 
are 11 opportunities for Discussion Postings: the first three (Modules 1-3) are required. You 
have the option for the remaining postings to complete or not. There is also an Optional Posting 
in Module 12. Since the Discussion questions become much harder as the term goes by, you are 
strongly recommended to complete the earlier ones. 


How do you calculate your participation score? It is easy to calculate your participation score. 
Please simply add the scores that you received for each posting. You may earn up to 30 points in 
total for 6 fully-completed Posting, based on our rubric and instructions. For detailed posting 
instructions, see the Discussion Posting Guidelines, linked in the module description page. There 
are 11 weekly Discussions. I drop the 5 lowest Postings for each student, and add their totals. 
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There is also an Optional Posting based on the Extra Credit Readings in Module 12 at the end of 
the term. Those who miss a week of Required Discussion Posting are strongly encouraged to use 
this optional opportunity to neutralize 1 missed posting that is graded based on the same rubric. 


Note: The instructor may subtract points from the final participation score of those students who 
repeatedly violate syllabus rules throughout the term. Such violations include: not using Course 
Mail, asking questions whose answers are already in the syllabus, and repeating errors for which 
they had received my comments. 


Other Assignments 
If the students take a laidback attitude towards the readings or the class discussion, the instructor 
may assign additional oral and/or written assignments in form of reports or research projects to 
stimulate participation.  


Technical Challenges 
Unless there is a well-documented UCF computer, server, or network crash at one of the 
UCF locations, the responsibility of the technical problem is fully with the students. 


It is partially due to Tech Problems that we have such a generous drop policy in our course to 
minimize the impact Tech Problems. To avoid Tech Problems, I encourage the students to use 
UCF computers and Internet Network located at any of 10 different area campuses located in 
Central Florida region, if they can. This is especially important for Exams and Quizzes, which 
are open only for one day (Thursday 6:00am till 11:59pm). You have a full week for each set 
of weekly required postings, so if you cannot connect to our Website one day, you can try it 
later. 


In fact, one reason that our quizzes and exam are available only from 6am till 11:59pm is that 
many of the UCF computers, servers, and network go to a backup (or repair) process between 12 
(midnight) and 6am. Thus, I decreased the chance of my students being cut off from the UCF 
during an exam or a quiz. Moreover, there is statistically less chance of computer crashes on 
Thursdays, so all our Exam and Quizzes are available ONLY on Thursdays. 


Since different students use different equipment, software, and networks, it is the students' 
responsibility to make sure that their system is compatible with UCF and Canvas' server to avoid 
Technical Problems. For this information, please check the Technical Support button on the 
first menu of our Course Website, especially please do the "Browser Check." 


Based on our recent experience, here are some useful suggestions: 


1. If you can, use UCF computers and network, instead of less secure home (or office) service. 
 
2. If you have the option, use wired instead of wireless services that tend to cut off occasionally. 
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3. Use reliable updated Internet Browsers that have no problems with UCF network. 
 
4. Avoid internet pick time to take your quizzes and exams. 
 
5. Temporarily, suspend your computer Fire Walls, when you connect with UCF to take a test. 
 
6. Do NOT give to other students your PID & NID numbers or username & passwords. 
 
7. If you can, use UCF labs, to have an authorized witness, if a local crash occurs. 
 
8. If you use your peer's computer to take our quizzes (or exams), then you must login to 
MyUCF or Canvas after your peer computer has been off (for at least 3 minutes). Violators 
may experience Tech Problem, and their scores automatically go to ZERO.  


9. If you have any Technical Problem, please contact UCF Online Support about 
Webcourses@UCF tech issues at: http://learn.ucf.edu/support/ 


 
Class Schedule & Assignments 


Fall 2021 
 


 Date Topic Reading & Assignments 
 Mon 8/23/21  UCF Semester Begins  UCF Fall Term officially begins 


 Tues 8/24  Module 0: Course 
Orientation 


 Read:   


• Instructor’s Welcome & Orientation 
Postings 


• Syllabus, Class Schedule, & All 
Instructor’s Postings on All Forums in 
Discussion Section 


• NOTE: Reading class rules is important, 
since all quizzes cover them. Any 
violation of class rules leads to 
participation penalty points for the lack 
of FULL engagement in our class. 


Assignments: 


• Read lecture on Political Science/IR. 
• NOTE: You must always use our Course 


Mail for e-mailing Dr. Sadri. 
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 Thurs 8/26  Module 0: Course 
Orientation 


 


Required UCF Financial Aid Assignments: 


• 1. Reply to instructor’s “I am” Message 
• 2. Finish Student Background Survey. 
• 3. Take the Orientation Quiz  
• Weekly Optional Survey Opens today 


Friday 8/27   Module 0: Course 
Orientation 


• UCF Late Registration: Last Day to Drop 
 


Friday 8/27   Module 0: Course 
Orientation 


• UCF Late Registration: Last Day to Add 
 


Tues 8/31 Module 1: Introduction  


Read:   


• ALL linked readings in our module 


Assignments:   


• Finish ALL readings before your posting 
• Your Required Discussion Posting is 


due by 11:59pm. 


Thurs 9/2 


  


  


Module 1: Introduction 


Assignments:   


• Quiz 1: available only today 6:00am-
11:59pm (covering All Module 1 
Readings & Syllabus Folder) 


• Take Pre-Test: Taking it is required. 
• Weekly Optional Survey Opens today 


Tues 9/7 Module 2: Causes, 
Processes, & Outcomes 


 


Read:   


• Listed readings in our module 


Assignments:   


• Finish ALL readings before your posting 
• Your Required Discussion Posting is 


due by 11:59pm. 
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Thurs 9/9 


  


Module 2: Causes, 
Processes, & Outcomes 


  


Assignments:   


• Quiz 2: available only today 6:00am-
11:59pm (covering All Module 1 
Readings & Syllabus Folder) 


• Weekly Optional Survey Opens today 


Tues 9/14 


  


Module 3: Ancient & 
Renaissance 
Revolutions 


  


  


Read:   


• Listed readings in our module 


Assignments:   


• Finish ALL readings before your posting 
• Your Required Discussion Posting is 


due by 11:59pm. 


Thurs 9/16 


Module 3: Ancient & 
Renaissance 
Revolutions 


  


  


Assignments:   


 


• Quiz 3: available only today 6:00am-
11:59pm (covering All Module 3 
Readings & Syllabus Folder) 


• Weekly Optional Survey Opens today 


Tues 9/21 


  


Module 4: 


First Midterm Review 


  


Review Assignments:   


• Finish ALL readings before you send an 
email or post any questions 


• Online exam review session. 


Thurs 9/23 


Module 4: 


First Midterm Day 


  


Assignment: 


• First Midterm Exam Day.  
• No Class: Exam 1 Required for all and 


is available on-line ONLY today from 
6:00am to 11:59pm at our website 
(covering Modules 1-3). 


Tues 9/28 


  


Module 5:  
Constitutional 
Revolutions 


Read:   


• Listed readings in our module 
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Assignments:   


• Finish ALL readings before your posting 
• Your Discussion Posting is due by 


11:59pm. 


Thurs 9/30 


  


Module 5:  
Constitutional 
Revolutions 


Assignments:   


• Quiz 4: available only today 6:00am-
11:59pm (covering All Module 5 
Readings & Syllabus Folder) 


• Weekly Optional Survey Opens today 


Tues 10/5 


  


  


Module 6: Communist 
Revolutions 


  


  


  


Read:   


• Listed readings in our module 


Assignments:   


• Finish ALL readings before your posting 
• Your Discussion Posting is due by 


11:59pm. 


Thurs 10/7 


Module 6: Communist 
Revolutions 


  


  


  


Assignments:   


• Quiz 5: available only today 6:00am-
11:59pm (covering All Module 6 
Readings & Syllabus Folder) 


• Weekly Optional Survey Opens today 


Tues 10/12 


  


  


Module 7: Dictators & 
Revolutions 


  


 


Read:   


• Listed readings in our module 


Assignments:   


• Finish ALL readings before your posting 
• Your Discussion Posting is due by 


11:59pm. 
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Thurs 10/14 


  


  


Module 7: Dictators & 
Revolutions 


  


Assignments:   


• Quiz 6: available only today 6:00am-
11:59pm (covering All Module 7 
Readings & Syllabus Folder) 


• Weekly Optional Survey Opens today 


Tues 10/19 
Module 8: 


Second Midterm Review 


  


Review Assignments:   


• Finish ALL readings before you send an 
email or post any questions 


• Online exam review session. 


Thurs 10/21 
Module 8: 


Second Midterm Exam 


Assignments: 


• Second Midterm Exam Day.  
• No Class: Our Exam is Only Required 


for those who earned less that 16 points 
on Exam 1. It is available on-line ONLY 
today from 6:00am to 11:59pm at our 
website (covering Modules 5-7). 


Tues 10/26 


Module 9: Modern 
Islamic Revolutions 


Part 1: Iranian 
Revolution 


Read:   


• Listed readings in our module 


Assignments:   


• Finish ALL readings before your posting 
• Your Discussion Posting is due by 


11:59pm. 


Thurs 10/28 


Module 9: Modern 
Islamic Revolutions 


Part 1: Iranian 
Revolution 


Assignments: 


• Weekly Optional Survey Opens today 


Tues 11/2 


 


Module 9: Modern 
Islamic Revolutions 


Read:   


• Listed readings in our module 
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Part 2: Islamic 
Revolutionary 
Movements  


Assignments:   


• Finish ALL readings before your posting 
• Your Discussion Posting is due by 


11:59pm. 


Thurs 11/4 


Module 9: Modern 
Islamic Revolutions 


Part 2: Islamic 
Revolutionary 
Movements 


 Assignments:   


• Quiz 7: available only today 6:00am-
11:59pm (covering All Module 9 
Readings & Syllabus Folder) 


• Weekly Optional Survey Opens today 


Tues 11/9 


Module 10:  


Color Revolutions & 
Revolutions Via 
Democracy 


Read:   


• Listed readings in our module 


Assignments:   


• Finish ALL readings before your posting 
• Your Discussion Posting is due by 


11:59pm. 


Thurs 11/11 


Module 10:  


Color Revolutions & 
Revolutions Via 
Democracy 


 


VETERANS DAY HOLIDAY 


Assignments:   


• Quiz 8: available only today 6:00am-
11:59pm (covering Module 10 Readings 
& Syllabus Folder) 


• Quiz 8 moves to next Tuesday due to 
holiday 


• Weekly Optional Survey Opens today 


Tues 11/16 


Module 11: Revolutions 
Now & Future 


  


Part 1: Arab 
Revolutions 


 


Read:   


• Listed readings in our module 


Assignments:   
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  • Quiz 8: available only today 6:00am-
11:59pm (covering Module 10 Readings 
& Syllabus Folder) 


• Finish ALL readings before your posting 
• Your Discussion Posting is due by 


11:59pm. 


Thurs 11/18 


 


Module 11: Revolutions 
Now & Future 


 Part 1: Arab 
Revolutions 
 


Assignments:   


• Weekly Optional Survey Opens 


Tues 11/23 


  


 


Module 11: Revolutions 
Now & Future 


 Part 2: Future 
Revolutions 


  


Read:   


• Listed readings in our module 


Assignments:   


• Finish ALL readings before your posting 
• Your Discussion Posting is due by 


11:59pm. 


Thurs 11/25 


Module 11: Revolutions 
Now & Future 


 Part 2: Future 
Revolutions 


 


THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY 


Assignments:   


• Quiz 9: available only today 6:00am-
11:59pm (covering Module 11 Readings 
& Syllabus Folder 


• Quiz 9 moves to next Tuesday due to 
the Holiday 


• Weekly Optional Survey Opens today 


Tues 11/30 


  


Module 12:  


Extra Credit & Review 


•  Quiz 9: available only today 6:00am-
11:59pm (covering Module 11 Readings 
& Syllabus Folder 
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Online Review Session: 


• Review your required readings & notes. 
• Email your questions about the materials 


and exam to the Instructor and TA. 
• Read questions by your peers on the 


Question Forum and try to answer their 
questions. They may do the same for you. 


• Instructor is available during his Office 
Hours. 


Optional Extra Credit Readings:   


Read:   


• If interested, complete OPTIONAL 
readings based on the module list. 


Optional Assignments:  


• If interested, make the Optional 
Discussion Posting, if you do not have 
enough required ones. 


Thurs 12/2 


  


 Module 12:  


Extra Credit & Review 
Session 


  


 Optional Extra Credit Readings:   


Optional Assignments:  


• Optional Extra Credit Quiz available for 
all students only today 6:00am-11:59pm 
(covering only Optional Extra Credit 
Readings listed in the module) 


Thurs 12/9 


  


Module 12:  


Final Exam Day 


Assignments: 


• Final Exam Day is on-line.  
• No Class: Our Final Exam is available 


ONLY today from 6:00am to 23:59 at 
course website (covering Modules 9-11). 


• Post-Test is also available today and is 
due by 11:59pm. Taking it is required. 
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 INR 4401 
 INTERNATIONAL LAW 
 
Dr. Robert L. Bledsoe  OFFICE: Phillips Hall 102”B” 
11:30-12:20MWF                HOURS: 9:00-10:00;1:00-3:00MWF  
CB1-319      
robert.bledsoe@ucf.edu           
       
   
  
 COURSE OUTLINE 
 
1. Course Objectives.  This one semester course on international 
law is designed to: 


(1) introduce you to the nature and sources of international 
law; how that law developed; and how it relates to 
municipal law; 


     (2)  gain an understanding of the role of law and inter-       
  national organizations in aiding both stability and 
  peaceful change in the international system; 


(3) familiarize you with the legal principles which create          
the subjects of international law and govern their          
succession or demise; 


(4)  examine the rights and duties of the subjects of  
     international law; 
(5) suggest how individuals fit into the scheme of things; 
(6) introduce you to the legal principles, customs, and 


norms which govern national jurisdiction over spatial 
domain and problems in extraterritorial jurisdiction; 


(7) introduce you to the legal principles, customs, and 
norms which govern nations during the course of their 
international transactions through diplomacy and 
treaties; 


(8) examine those norms that prevail when law fails in its 
role of aiding both stability and peaceful change in the 
international system and international disputes and/or 
conflicts occur; 


(9) gain insight into how international law has been 
instrumental in improving both the human and global 
environment. 


  
While useful to students desiring to go on to law school, the 


primary purpose of the course is to provide the basic tools for 
any student to better understand the influence and contribution of 
law to the world in which we live. 
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2. Course Requirements.  The course will consist of a series of 
lectures focusing upon the topics and issues outlined in Section 
5. You are encouraged to ask questions, inject personal 
observations, and challenge the assertions of the professor.  
Attend all class meetings.  While no formal record of attendance 
is kept, you will find that failure to attend class will soon be 
reflected in your course performance, as lecture material will 
often not be found in your reading assignments.  Read and master 
the material in the assignments.  These are found in the sole 
textbook for the course: 
 


Gerhard von Glahn and James Larry Taulbee, Law Among 
Nations: An Introduction to Public International Law. 11th 
ed. Routledge. 2017. 


 
Reading the assignments and keeping up with the lectures is your 
responsibility.  No specific pages of reading will be given from 
one lecture to another.  Pace yourself according to the topics 
under consideration during lecture periods.  
 
In addition, there may be select videos to review. 
 
We have a site on Webcourses@ucf.edu and you have an initial 
assignment to complete there, so log in and review.  All grades 
will be posted there as well as announcements, updates, links to 
other materials, etc. 
 
 Case Brief.  During the course, you will present a case brief 
to the class.  Cases will be assigned in advance of the class 
period during which they will be presented.  It is important that 
you are in class to present your brief, as they serve to illustrate 
major points made during the lecture and do the class no good if 
they are tardy.  No make-up briefs will be assigned for those who 
are absent or not prepared when they are called upon to present 
their assigned case.  A sample brief has been provided to you on 
our Announcements page in Webcourses so you can see what one looks 
like.  The goal is to limit it to less than one page. Once 
presented, your typed brief is to be entered in Assignments on our 
course web page for grading. All students should keep track of the 
point of law when a case is being read to the class, as the briefs 
will not be available to students later on since students keep 
stealing the folder and thus it is not available for others in the 
class. A briefing cases tutorial can be found at 
https://www.lib.jjay.cuny.edu/how-to/brief-a-case.  
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3. Examinations.  There will be four examinations during the 
course.  All will consist of short answer questions dealing with  
legal concepts, principles, points of law, hypothetical 
situations, themes, and case identification and briefing. The 
final examination is not cumulative.  Each exam will cover that 
portion of the material outlined in Section 5.  Exams are scheduled 
as follows and will be held at the normal class time and meeting 
place: 
 


(1) Monday, September 20 
(2) Wednesday, October 13 
(3) Monday, November 8 


 
The final examination will be held at the normal class meeting 
place from 10-12:50, Wednesday Dec. 8.  Please provide me with 
four (4) examination booklets ("blue books" or “green books”) at 
your earliest convenience.  They can be purchased at the Bookstore 
and will be used to write your answers on exam days. Please make 
sure they are not crumbled, stained, etc. Would you want to take 
an exam in one of them in that condition? Attendance at 
examinations is mandatory.  There are no makeup examinations save 
in cases of dire medical emergencies (documentation 
required)[going to the UCF Health Center with a headache is not a 
dire medical emergency].  In addition, after the first person has 
turned in their exam and left the room, no one who is tardy and 
arrives after that time will be allowed to take the exam. They 
will have missed the test.  All exams will be in pen (not pencil).  
Once an exam has begun, no one is allowed to leave the classroom 
for any reason (so be prepared ahead of time to remain for from 50 
minutes to three hours when exams begin – perhaps limit your coffee 
or other liquids intake before coming for the exam?). 
 
4. Grades.  There are five possible grades for the course: 


Exams          (4 x 30%) = 120% 
Case Brief               =  10%  
 


Each student must have three exam grades to equal 90% of the 
course.  (All students must do the briefing exercise.)  This can 
be the highest three grades of the four examinations (plus the 
case brief); or three examinations (plus the case brief) and 
skipping an exam, including the final.  Be very careful how you 
decide upon your options, as there are no makeup exams (either 
midterms or final – except as noted above).  If you miss a test, 
you have dropped your lowest grade already.  In no case is it wise 
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to miss the first examination. Make your vacation plans for after 
finals week. 
 
 
Letter grades: 90-100 = A (NOTE:  there will be no +/- grades) 


80-89 = B 
70-79 = C 
60-69 = D 
< 60   = F 
 
 


 
5. Assignments.  (Chapters in von Glahn/Taulbee) 
           


I.   NATURE, DEVELOPMENT, AND SOURCES      Chptrs.1-3                
OF INTERNATIONAL LAW 


II. TREATIES       Chptr. 4 
III. PACIFIC SETTLEMENT     Chptr. 5    
IV. MUNICIPAL LAW AND INTERNATIONAL LAW     Chptr. 6 
 


---First midterm (Monday, September 20)--- 
 
V. SUBJECTS OF LAW/RECOGNITION      Chptr. 7 
VI. RIGHTS AND DUTIES OF STATES/SUCCESSION Chptr. 8 
VII. NATIONALITY      Chptr. 9 
VIII.BASES OF JURISDICTION         Chptr. 10 
 


---Second midterm (Wednesday, October 13)--- 
Note: Withdrawal deadline is Friday, October 29 


 
IX. STATE RESPONSIBILITY    Chptr. 11 
X. JURISDICTIONAL REGIMES    Chptrs.12-13 
XI. DIPLOMACY       Chptr. 14 
  


---Third midterm (Monday, November 8)--- 
 


XII. INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL LAW    Chptr. 16 
XIII ENVIRONMENTAL LAW     Chptr. 18 


     XIV. FORCE AND INTERNATIONAL LAW   Chptrs.19                 
                     (pp.506-522&534-537)20-22 


---Final exam (Wednesday, December 8)--- 
           
 WELCOME TO INTERNATIONAL LAW AND MAY YOU HAVE 


A SUCCESSFUL FALL SEMESTER 
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Note:  The School of Politics, Security, and International 
Affairs has computer labs open to majors.  There are posted open 
lab times in HPH 310 and the computers in HPH 312 are available 
M-F from 8:00am-5:00pm. 
 
Announcement Attachments: Guide to Finding and Briefing Cases 
              Sample of Case Brief 
              Glossary of Legal Terms 
    
 
Some ground rules: 
 
(1) Classroom 


 no food or drinks (except water)  
 no smoking 
 use of laptops or tape recorders is ok but turn off 
  beepers, pagers, cell phones, etc.                          
 if you are late, please come anyway but try not to be 


     disruptive when entering the room 
if you test positive for COVID, call the UCF COVID           
Line at 407-823-2509 and they will notify me and we can  
address the issue 
 


(2) Communications 
 feel free to email me: 


office – robert.bledsoe@ucf.edu 
on our web site 


           call me at the office but not at home 
  Main Campus(407-823-2608)   
 see me during office hours or call for appointment  


 
(3) Exams 


if you are late on exam day and a student has already  
  turned in their exam and departed before you arrive,  
  you are too late and I will not let you take the   
      exam 


final grades are not given out over the telephone nor by          
the Department staff. All your grades during the course 
are available through our Webcourse site. If you want 
any course materials returned, provide me ahead of time 
a stamped, addressed envelop  


 
NOTE:  Syllabus is subject to change during the semester at the          
discretion of the Instructor 
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For those of you that are interested in the law and/or thinking 
about law school, an informative introduction to the historical 
evolution of law, codes, courts, and why we have particular 
statutes (heavily focused on the United States), in your “spare” 
time read Michael Roffer’s The Law Book: From Hammurabi to the 
International Criminal Court, 200 Milestones in the History of Law 
 
And our School web page has lots of pre-law resources (a Student 
Pre-Law Handbook; webinars on finances, the LSAT, careers, etc.; 
4-year and senior year checklists on things to do; and we have 5 
pre-law advisers at your service – myself included) 
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UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL FLORIDA 
INR4970H-0201 HONORS UNDERGRADUATE THESIS I 


SPRING 2021 
 


Faculty Mentor Myunghee Kim 


Department School of Politics, Security and International Affairs 


Office PH311f 


Phone 407-823-2608 


Email Myunghee.kim@ucf.edu 


 


 


Credit hours 3 


Course Description The student will work to refine her Honors in the Major Course 
proposal by refining her literature review and beginning to do some 
data analysis work in preparation for her thesis defense toward the 
end of the semester. 


Learning Outcomes • Objective One:  more fully master the relevant literature for 
her project.        
• Objective Two:  begin to learn about the nature of the data 
she will analyze and whether it might need to be transformed to 
provide for appropriate data analysis.   
• Objective Three:  refine elements in her written thesis 
proposal. 
• Objective Four: learn how to summarize her proposal for an 
oral proposal defense.        


Meeting Location Online (Zoom) 


Meeting Frequency Weekly (Meeting: every Thursday 3pm, submission: every Tuesday 
at noon) 


Requirements Weekly papers 


Grade S/U 


 


Schedule 


Week Due 


1 Introduction 


2 Data collection, interpretation, report 


3 Data collection, interpretation, report 
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4 Data collection, interpretation, report 


5 Data collection, interpretation, report 


6 Data collection, interpretation, report 


7 Data collection, interpretation, report 


8 Data collection, interpretation, report 


9 Data collection, interpretation, report 


10 Data collection, interpretation, report 


11 Thesis draft due 


12 Revision 


13 Final thesis due 


14 Defense 


15 Presentation  


 


Campus Resources 


 
University Writing Center 
 
The University Writing Center (UWC) offers writing support to students from first-year to 
graduate in every discipline. Tutors provide help at every stage of the writing process, 
including understanding assignments, researching, drafting, revising, incorporating sources, 
and learning to proofread and edit. The UWC’s purpose is not merely to fix or edit papers, but 
to teach writing strategies that can be applied to any writing situation. Consultations are 
available for individuals and small groups. You may schedule a 45-minute appointment by 
clicking the Success Resources tab on Webcourses, calling the UWC at 407-823-2197, or 
through the UWC website, http://uwc.cah.ucf.edu. 
 
Library Resources 
 
Since conducting research requires literature searches and reviews, you are expected to know 
how to use the library's resources. If you are not familiar with using the library, please ask for 
assistance from the library's personnel, take workshops provided by the library, or visit the 
library's website (http://library.ucf.edu). 
 


University Policies 
 
Academic Integrity 
Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of Conduct at 
<http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/process/roc>. According to Section 1, “Academic Misconduct,” 
students are prohibited from engaging in 



http://uwc.cah.ucf.edu/

http://library.ucf.edu/
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1. Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, 
information or study aids in any academic exercise unless specifically authorized by the 
instructor of record. The unauthorized possession of examination or course-related material 
also constitutes cheating. 
2. Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral means: The 
presentation of material which has not been studied or learned, but rather was obtained 
through someone else’s efforts and used as part of an examination, course assignment, or 
project. 
3. Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to another person, 
student, and/or uploading course material to a third-party vendor without authorization or 
without the express written permission of the university and the instructor. Course materials 
include but are not limited to class notes, Instructor’s PowerPoints, course syllabi, tests, 
quizzes, labs, instruction sheets, homework, study guides, handouts, etc. 
4. Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work. 
5. Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the 
source, thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s own. 
6. Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than once 
without the express written permission of the instructor. 
7. Helping another violate academic behavior standards. 
For more information about Academic Integrity, consult the International Center for 
Academic Integrity <http://academicintegrity.org>. 
For more information about plagiarism and misuse of sources, see “Defining and Avoiding 
Plagiarism: The WPA Statement on Best Practices” <http://wpacouncil.org/node/9>. 
 
Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating 
Students should also familiarize themselves with the procedures for academic misconduct in 
UCF’s student handbook, The Golden Rule 
<http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/docs/goldenrule.pdf>. UCF faculty members have a 
responsibility for students’ education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to prevent 
unethical behavior and when necessary respond to academic misconduct. Penalties can 
include a failing grade in an assignment or in the course, suspension or expulsion from the 
university, and/or a “Z Designation” on a student’s official transcript indicating academic 
dishonesty, where the final grade for this course will be preceded by the letter Z. For more 
information about the Z Designation, see <http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade>. 
 
Course Accessibility Statement 
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all 
persons with disabilities. Students with disabilities who need access to course content due to 
course design limitations should contact the professor as soon as possible. Students should 
also connect with Student Accessibility Services (SAS) <http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/> (Ferrell 
Commons 185, sas@ucf.edu, phone 407-823-2371). For students connected with SAS, a 
Course Accessibility Letter may be created and sent to professors, which informs faculty of 
potential course access and accommodations that might be necessary and reasonable. 
Determining reasonable access and accommodations requires consideration of the course 
design, course learning objectives and the individual academic and course barriers 
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experienced by the student. Further conversation with SAS, faculty and the student may be 
warranted to ensure an accessible course experience. 
 
Campus Safety Statement 
Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise during class, everyone needs to work 
together. Students should be aware of their surroundings and familiar with some basic safety 
and security concepts. 
• In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance. 
• Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall near 
the door. Students should make a note of the guide’s physical location and review the online 
version at <http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html>. 
• Students should know the evacuation routes from each of their classrooms and have a 
plan for finding safety in case of an emergency. 
• If there is a medical emergency during class, students may need to access a first-aid kit 
or AED (Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those are located, see 
<http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/AEDlocations-UCF> (click on link from menu on left). 
• To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text 
alerts by going to <https://my.ucf.edu> and logging in. Click on “Student Self Service” 
located on the left side of the screen in the toolbar, scroll down to the blue “Personal 
Information” heading on the Student Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the 
information, including e-mail address, cell phone number, and cell phone provider, click 
“Apply” to save the changes, and then click “OK.” 
• Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their 
instructors outside of class. 
• To learn about how to manage an active-shooter situation on campus or elsewhere, 
consider viewing this video (<https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk>). 
 
Campus Safety Statement for Students in Online-Only Courses 
Though most emergency situations are primarily relevant to courses that meet in person, such 
incidents can also impact online students, either when they are on or near campus to 
participate in other courses or activities or when their course work is affected by off-campus 
emergencies. The following policies apply to courses in online modalities. 
• To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text 
alerts by going to <https://my.ucf.edu> and logging in. Click on “Student Self Service” 
located on the left side of the screen in the toolbar, scroll down to the blue “Personal 
Information” heading on the Student Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the 
information, including e-mail address, cell phone number, and cell phone provider, click 
“Apply” to save the changes, and then click “OK.” 
• Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their 
instructors outside of class. 
 
Deployed Active Duty Military Students 
Students who are deployed active duty military and/or National Guard personnel and require 
accommodation should contact their instructors as soon as possible after the semester begins 
and/or after they receive notification of deployment to make related arrangements. 
Make-Up Assignments for Authorized University Events or Co-curricular Activities  
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Students who represent the university in an authorized event or activity (for example, student-
athletes) and who are unable to meet a course deadline due to a conflict with that event must 
provide the instructor with documentation in advance to arrange a make-up. No penalty will 
be applied. For more information, see the UCF policy at <http://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-
401.2MakeUpAssignmentsorAuthUnivEventsorCocurricularActivities.pdf> 
 
Religious Observances 
Students must notify their instructor in advance if they intend to miss class for a religious 
observance. For more information, see the UCF policy at <http://regulations.ucf.edu/chapter5/ 
documents/5.020ReligiousObservancesFINALJan19.pdf>. 
 
Make-Up Assignments for Authorized University Events or Co-curricular Activities 


Students who represent the university in an authorized event or activity (for example, student-
athletes) and who are unable to meet a course deadline due to a conflict with that event must 
provide the instructor with documentation in advance to arrange a make-up. No penalty will be 
applied. For more information, see the UCF policy at <https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-
401.pdf> 


 


Religious Observances 


Students must notify their instructor in advance if they intend to miss class for a religious 
observance. For more information, see the UCF policy at <http://regulations.ucf.edu/chapter5/ 
documents/5.020ReligiousObservancesFINALJan19.pdf>. 
 


Regarding COVID-19 


To protect members of our community, everyone is required to wear a facial covering inside all 
common spaces including classrooms 
(https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/PolicyEmergencyCOVIDReturnPolicy.pdf). Students who 
choose not to wear facial coverings will be asked to leave the classroom by the instructor. If they 
refuse to leave the classroom or put on a facial covering, they may be considered disruptive 
(please see the Golden Rule for student behavior expectations). Faculty have the right to cancel 
class if the safety and well-being of class members are in jeopardy. Students will be responsible 
for the material that would have been covered in class as provided by the instructor.    


Depending on the course of the pandemic during the semester, the university may make changes 
to the way classes are offered. If that happens, please look for announcements or messages in 
Webcourses@UCF or Knights email about changes specific to this course. 


COVID-19 and Illness Notification – Students who believe they may have a COVID-19 
diagnosis should contact UCF Student Health Services (407-823-2509) so proper contact tracing 
procedures can take place. 



https://fctl.ucf.edu/teaching-resources/course-design/syllabus-statements/

https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-401.pdf

https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-401.pdf

https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/PolicyEmergencyCOVIDReturnPolicy.pdf)

https://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/
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Students should not come to campus if they are ill, are experiencing any symptoms of COVID-
19, have tested positive for COVID, or if anyone living in their residence has tested positive or is 
sick with COVID-19 symptoms. CDC guidance for COVID-19 symptoms is located here: 
(https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html) 


Students should contact their instructor(s) as soon as possible if they miss class for any illness 
reason to discuss reasonable adjustments that might need to be made. When possible, students 
should contact their instructor(s) before missing class. 


In Case of Faculty Illness – If the instructor falls ill during the semester, there may be changes 
to this course, including having a backup instructor take over the course. Please look for 
announcements or mail in Webcourses@UCF or Knights email for any alterations to this course. 


Course Accessibility and Disability COVID-19 Supplemental Statement – Accommodations 
may need to be added or adjusted should this course shift from an on-campus to a remote format. 
Students with disabilities should speak with their instructor and should contact sas@ucf.edu to 
discuss specific accommodations for this or other courses. 


 
 



https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html

mailto:sas@ucf.edu
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INR 4603.0W60 
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS THEORY  


SCHOOL OF POLITICS, SECURITY, AND INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 
UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL FLORIDA 


FALL 2021 


 
INSTRUCTOR AND COURSE INFORMATION                                     


Instructor      Jennifer L. Hudson  
E-mail                   Jennifer.Hudson@ucf.edu *Please use Webcourses messaging* 


Office Hours         Online by appointment via ZOOM 


Credit Hours       3 credit hours 
Class Modality       W (Web only) 


Semester Dates     8/23/2021 – 12/112021 
 


 
UCF COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
Theoretical trends prevalent in the study of international relations, including realism, liberalism, 
Marxism, feminism, and post-modernism.  
 
This course examines the origins and central tenets of the major theoretical perspectives in the 
study of international relations. It aims to help students understand the strengths and 
weaknesses of these theoretical perspectives. It also helps them to improve their skills in the 
realm of critical thinking and written communication.   
 
COURSE OVERVIEW 
This is an advanced IR theory course. The main objectives are: to help students understand more 
extensively the origins and central tenets of the major theoretical perspectives and interpretive 
understandings in the study of international relations; to help students understand and analyze 
the strengths and weaknesses of each of these theoretical perspectives; and to help students to 
develop their skills in the realm of critical thinking and written communication.   
 
Prerequisites: INR 2002 or POS 2041 or consent of the instructor, but INR 2002 is strongly 
encouraged to be taken first even if you have completed POS 2041.  
 
STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES 
After this course, students should be able to read and think critically about major international 
issues in international relations. They should know how to link important international issues 
with core international relations theories. They should listen and be able to think critically about 
international issues and discuss them in online discussions and apply these theories to analyze 
major international issues. By the end of the course, students should improve their academic 
skills: critically read, think and communicate analytically. 
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COURSE MATERIALS AND RESOURCES 
 
REQUIRED TEXTBOOK: International Relations Theory by Mark V. Kauppi and Paul R. Viotti (6th 
edition). All other assigned readings can be found in Webcourses. 
 
OTHER REQUIRED MATERIALS: 
In addition to the textbook and other assigned readings: 
▪ Students are expected to keep up to date with current international events via your 


preferred mainstream news outlet. Online discussions will require you to not only 
demonstrate knowledge of the course material, but also to think critically about what you 
have learned and apply what you have learned in the course to current events. This requires 
reading the textbook and staying up to date on the news on a weekly basis. Some suggested 
options are provided in Webcourses under the Resources page. 


 
IMPORTANT NOTE: As of Fall 2014, all faculty members are required by UCF to document students' 
academic activity at the beginning of each course. In order to document that you began this course, you 
should complete a graded syllabus quiz that is due by 11:59 PM on Friday, January 15th or as soon as 
possible for those who add the course late. Failure to do so will result in a delay in the disbursement of 
any financial aid (this is a UCF policy and beyond my control). To do this task, log onto Webcourses@UCF, 
then access the course by selecting it in the "Courses" on the left side of the dashboard. From the course 
homepage, click on the Assignments tab to left, then click on Syllabus quiz, complete the quiz and submit. 


 
COURSE SCHEDULE 
 
WEEK 1 (8/23/2021-8/29/2021): INTRODUCTION TO IR THEORY  
▪ Course Overview and Instructor Introduction  
▪ Read: Ch. 1 in International Relations Theory (IRT) 
▪ Complete Introductory assignments: 


• Take Syllabus Quiz (Academic activity assignment): available in Webcourses until 
Friday, August 27, 2021 (closes at 5:00 PM) 


• Complete Course Introductions: available in Webcourses until Sunday, 8/29/2021 
(closes at 11:59 PM). 


• Complete Plagiarism Assignment and Quiz: available in Webcourses until Sunday, 
8/29/2021 (closes at 11:59 PM). 


▪ Review: World News Section of your preferred news source (Continue every week) 
▪ Note: Drop/Swap deadline is Friday 8/27/2021 @ 11:59 PM 
 
WEEK 2 (8/30/2021-9/5/2021): WHAT IS THEORY AND WHY DOES IT MATTER IN IR?  
▪ Read (both required):  


▪ Walt, Stephen. 1998. “One World, Many Theories.” Foreign Policy 110: 29-32; 34-46. 
▪ Walker, Thomas C. 2010. “The Perils of Paradigm Mentalities: Revisiting Kuhn, Lakatos, 


and Popper.” Perspectives on Politics 8(2): 433–51 
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▪ Complete Discussion 1: initial post due Friday (9/3/2021) @ 11:59 PM; follow-up posts due 
Sunday (9/5/2021) @ 11:59 PM 


 
WEEK 3 (9/6/2021-9/12/2021): THE REALIST PERSPECTIVE  
▪ Read: Ch. 2 in IRT 
▪ Take Quiz 1: available in Webcourses from Thursday - Sunday (9/9/2021 – 9/12/2021) 


*closes at 11:59 PM* 
 
WEEK 4 (9/13/2021-9/19/2021): ANALYZING THE POWER OF THE REALIST PERSPECTIVE 
▪ Read (select option 1 or 2):  


▪ Option 1: Waltz, Kenneth. 1979. “Political Structures.” In Theory of International Politics. 
IL: Waveland Press, Ch. 5: pp. 79-101; Waltz, Kenneth. 1996. “International Politics is Not 
Foreign Policy.” Security Studies 6(1): 54-57.   


▪ Option 2: Waltz, Kenneth. 2000. “Structural Realism After the Cold War.” 25(1): 5-41.  
▪ For further reading at your discretion: 


• Option 1: Wolfers, Arnold. 1962. “The Actors in International Relations.” In Discord and 
collaboration: essays on international politics. Johns Hopkins University Press, Ch. 1: 1-
24; Finel, Bernard I. 2001. "Black box or pandora's box: State level variables and 
progressivity in realist research programs." Security Studies 11(2): 187-227. 


• Option 2: Grieco, Joseph M. “Anarchy and the Limits of Cooperation: A Realist Critique 
of the Newest Liberal Institutionalism.” International organization 42(3): 485-507; 
Mearsheimer, John J. 1994. "The false promise of international institutions." 
International Security 19(3): 5-49. 


▪ Complete Discussion 2: initial post due Friday (9/17/2021) @ 11:59 PM; follow-up posts due 
Sunday (9/19/2021) @ 11:59 PM 


 
WEEK 5 (9/20/2021-9/26/2021): THE LIBERAL PERSPECTIVE  
▪ Read: Ch. 3 in IRT 


▪ Take Quiz 2: available in Webcourses from Thursday – Sunday (9/23/2021 – 9/26/2021) 
*closes at 11:59 PM* 


 
WEEK 6 (9/27/2021-10/3/2021): ANALYZING THE POWER OF THE LIBERAL PERSPECTIVE  
▪ Read (select option 1 or 2): 


▪ Option 1: Moravcsik, Andrew. 1996. "Taking preferences seriously: A liberal theory of 
international politics." International organization 51(4): 513-553. 


▪ Option 2: Keohane, Robert O., and Lisa L. Martin. 1995. "The promise of institutionalist 
theory." International security 20(1); Oneal, John R., and Bruce M. Russet. 1997. "The 
classical liberals were right: Democracy, interdependence, and conflict, 1950–
1985." International studies quarterly 41(2): 267-293. 


▪ For further reading at your discretion: 
• Option 1: Fearon, James D. 1998. “Domestic Politics, Foreign Policy, and Theories of 


International Relations.” Annual Review of Political Science 1(1): 289-313; Putnam, 
Robert D. 2019. "Two-level games: The impact of domestic politics on transatlantic 
bargaining." In America and Europe in an Era of Change, Routledge; Hermann, 
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Margaret G., and Charles F. Hermann. 1989. "Who makes foreign policy decisions and 
how: An empirical inquiry." International Studies Quarterly 33(4): 361-387. 


• Option 2: Axelrod, Robert. "The emergence of cooperation among egoists." American 
political science review 75, no. 2 (1981): 306-318; Axelrod, Robert, and Robert O. 
Keohane. 2018. "Achieving cooperation under anarchy: Strategies and institutions." In 
Cooperation under Anarchy, Princeton University Press, pp. 226-260. 


▪ Complete Discussion 3: initial post due Friday (10/1/2021) @ 11:59 PM; follow-up post due 
Sunday (10/3/2021) @ 11:59 PM 


 
WEEK 7 (10/4/2021-10/10/2021): ECONOMIC STRUCTURALISM 


▪ Read Ch. 4 in IRT 
▪ Take Quiz 3: available in Webcourses from Thursday – Sunday (10/7/2021 – 10/10/2021) 


*closes at 11:59 PM* 
 


WEEK 8 (10/11/2021-10/17/2021): ANALYZING THE POWER OF ECONOMIC STRUCTURALISM 
▪ Read (select option 1 or 2):  


o Option 1: Wallerstein, Immanuel. 1974. “The Rise and Future Demise of the World 
Capitalist System,” Comparative Studies in Society and History 16(4): 387–415. 


o Option 2: Bush, Barbara. 2006. “Postcolonial perspectives: imperialism or 
globalization?” In Imperialism and Postcolonialism. London: Routledge, Ch. 6: 187-
215.   


o For further reading at your discretion: 
▪ Option 1: Galtung, Johann. 1971. “A Structural Theory of Imperialism.” Journal of 


Peace Research 8(2): 81–117; Caporaso, James. “Dependence, Dependency, and 
Power in the Global System: A Structural and Behavioral Analysis.” International 
Organization 32(1): 13–44. 


▪ Option 2: Swati Parashar & Michael Schulz. 2021. “Colonial legacies, postcolonial 
‘selfhood’ and the (un)doing of Africa.” Third World Quarterly 42(5): 867-881.  


▪ Additional: Wolfe, Patrick. "History and imperialism: a century of theory, from Marx 
to postcolonialism." The American Historical Review 102(2): 388-420. 


▪ Complete Discussion 4: initial post due Friday (10/15/2021) @ 11:59 PM; follow-up posts due 
Sunday (10/17/2021) @ 11:59 PM 


 
WEEK 9 (10/18/2021-10/24/2021): EXAM 1 
▪ Review material from Weeks 1-8 (see details in Webcourses) 
▪ Take Exam 1: available in Webcourses from Thursday – Sunday (10/21/2021 – 10/24/2021) 


*closes at 11:59 PM* 
 
WEEK 10 (10/25/2021-10/31/2021): CONSTRUCTIVIST UNDERSTANDINGS 
▪ Read Ch. 6 in IRT 
▪ Take Quiz 4: available in Webcourses from Thursday-Sunday (10/28/2021– 10/31/2021) 


*closes at 11:59 PM* 
• Note: WITHDRAWAL DEADLINE is Friday 10/29/2021 @ 11:59 PM 
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WEEK 11 (11/1/2021-11/7/2021): ANALYZING THE POWER OF CONSTRUCTIVIST 
UNDERSTANDINGS  


▪ Read (Main article, then select option 1 or 2):  
▪ Main article (required): Hopf, Ted. 1998. "The promise of constructivism in international 


relations theory." International security 23(1): 171-200. 
▪ Option 1: Sterling-Folker, Jennifer. "Competing paradigms or birds of a feather? 


Constructivism and neoliberal institutionalism compared." International Studies 
Quarterly 44(1): 97-116. 


▪ Option 2: Wendt, Alexander. 1995. “Constructing International Politics.” International 
Security 20(1): 71-81; Mattern, Janice Bially. 2004. "Power in realist-constructivist 
research." International Studies Review 6(2): 343-346; Barkin, J. Samuel. 2004. "Realist 
constructivism and realist-constructivisms." International Studies Review 6(2): 348-352. 


▪ For further reading at your discretion: 
• Wendt, Alexander. 1992. "Anarchy is what states make of it: the social construction of power 


politics." International organization 46(2): 391-425.  
• Barkin, J. Samuel. 2003. "Realist constructivism." International Studies Review 5(3): 325-342. 


▪ Complete Discussion 5: initial post due Friday (11/5/2021) @ 11:59 PM; follow-up posts due 
Sunday (11/7/2021) @ 11:59 PM 


 
WEEK 12 (11/8/2021-11/14/2021): POSITIVISM, CRITICAL THEORY, POST-MODERNISM, & 
FEMINISM  


▪ Read Ch. 7 & 8 in IRT 
▪ Take Quiz 5: available in Webcourses from Thursday-Sunday (11/11/2021– 11/14/2021) 


*closes at 11:59 PM* 
 
WEEK 13 (11/15/2021-11/21/2021): ANALYZING THE POWER OF CRITICAL THEORY, POST-
MODERNISM, & FEMINISM  
▪ Read (select option 1 or 2): 


o Option 1: Hoffman Mark. 1987. “Critical Theory and the Inter-paradigm Debate.” 
Millennium 16(2): 231-250; Smith, Steve. “Epistemology, Postmodernism and 
International Relations Theory: A Reply to Østerud.” Journal of Peace Research 34 
(1997): 330–36; Patrascu, Ecaterina, and Zahoor Ahmad Wani. 2015. "Discourse of 
critical theory in the context of international relations." In International Conference 
RCIC 15: 1-8. 


o Option 2: Tickner, J. Ann. 1997. "You just don't understand: troubled engagements 
between feminists and IR theorists." International Studies Quarterly 41(4): 611-632; 
Tickner, J. Ann. 1988. "Hans Morgenthau's principles of political realism: A feminist 
reformulation." Millennium 17(3): 429-440. 


o For further reading at your discretion:  
▪ Option 1: Anievas, Alexander. 2005. “Critical Dialogues: Habernasian Social Theory 


and International Relations.” Politics 25(3): 135–43; Payne, Rodger A. 2007. 
“Neorealists as Critical Theorists.” Perspectives on Politics 5(3): 503–14; Sørensen G. 
Sørensen, G. 1991. “A Revised Paradigm for International Relations: The “Old” Images 
and the Postmodernist Challenge.” Cooperation and Conflict 26(2): 85-116.   
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▪ Option 2: Murphy, Craig N. 1996. “Seeing women, recognizing gender, recasting 
international relations.” International organization 50 (3): 513-538; Keohane, Robert 
O. 1998. "Beyond dichotomy: Conversations between international relations and 
feminist theory." International Studies Quarterly 42(1): 193-197. 


▪ Complete Discussion 6: initial post due Friday (11/19/2021) @ 11:59 PM; follow-up posts due 
Sunday (11/21/2021) @ 11:59 PM 


▪ EXTRA CREDIT QUIZ: available in Webcourses from Thursday – Saturday (11/18/2021-
11/21/2021) *closes at 11:59 PM* 


 
WEEK 14 (11/22/2021-11/28/2021): THANKSGIVING BREAK 
▪ No assignments – HAPPY THANKSGIVING! 
 
WEEK 15 (11/29/2021-12/5/2021): NORMATIVE IR THEORY 
▪ Read Ch. 9 in IRT; Review sections on “Positivism, Causality, Cause-Effect Relations” in Ch. 7 


(pp. 170-6). 
▪ Complete Discussion 7: initial post due Friday (12/3/2021) @ 11:59 PM; follow-up posts due 


Sunday (12/5/2021) @ 11:59 PM 
 
WEEK 16 (12/6/2021-12/11/2021): Final Exam Period 
▪ EXAM 2: available in Webcourses from Tuesday – Friday (12/7/2021-12/10/2021) *closes at 


11:59 PM* 


 
ASSESSMENT AND GRADING PROCEDURES 
 


GRADING FORMULA 
Introductory Assignments    5% 
Discussions                        45%  


Quizzes                       20% 


Exam 1                                  15% 


Exam 2                                  15% 


 


1. INTRODUCTORY ASSIGNMENTS (5%):  
 


The introductory assignments in week 1 constitute an opportunity to familiarize yourself with 
the course and meet your classmates. This offers an easy way to earn 5 points towards your final 
grade. 


 
2. DISCUSSIONS (45%):  
 


You must complete Discussions 1 through 7; the lowest grade will be dropped (this does not apply 
if a discussion assignment is skipped altogether). Being engaged with the material is an 
important component of this class and will help you succeed. The discussions are a major 
component of applying the varying theoretical perspectives to current events in order to more 
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critically assess the strengths and weaknesses of each. Additionally, it is important to have 
discussions to help fully grasp the material and so key points are not overlooked. Discussion 
posting guidelines and expectations will be provided in Webcourses. You are required to 
complete one initial post (due Fridays @ 11:59 PM) and two follow-up (reply) posts to your 
classmates’ posts (due Sundays @ 11:59 PM). There are two due dates for each week in order to 
facilitate a vibrant and engaging discussion and to avoid last minute posts. The due dates are 
specified above in the syllabus and in Webcourses. Expectations and guidelines are in 
Webcourses. In total, the discussions count for 45% of the overall course grade.  
 


3. QUIZZES (20%):  
 
You must complete Quizzes 1 through 5. The quizzes are comprised of multiple choice, true/false, 
and multiple answers. The quizzes will be available from Thursday until Sunday (from 12:01 AM 
Thursday to 11:59 PM on Sunday). This flexible time frame will give you enough time to take the 
quiz if you have any other engagement with some other course. However, you will have just one 
chance to finish the quiz after you start. If you have any trouble in accessing the quiz or if there 
are problems with the internet, kindly contact me via Webcourses. In total, the quizzes count for 
20% of your final grade. 
 


4. EXAMS (30%):  
 
There will be two exams. Exam 1 covers weeks 1 through 8. Exam 2 covers weeks 9 through 
15. The exams are a combination of multiple choice, true/false, and short answer/short essay 
format questions. Questions will cover material from the online modules and IRT textbook 
readings. The exams will be available from Thursday until Sunday (from 12:01 AM Thursday to 
11:59 PM on Sunday). This flexible time frame will give you enough time to take the exam if 
you have any other engagement with some other course. However, you will have just one 
chance to finish the exam after you start. If you have any trouble in accessing the exam or if 
there are problems with the internet, kindly contact me. Each Exam counts for 15% of your 
final grade.  
 
5. EXTRA CREDIT (5%): 


 
EXTRA CREDIT QUIZ: An optional quiz is available during week 13. This quiz covers Chapter 5: The 
English School in IRT. 
 
OTHER: Potential opportunities for extra credit may be provided directly on the exams (i.e., extra 
credit questions) or other opportunities throughout the semester to add points to your exam. 
You will learn about these via “Announcements.” 
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EVALUATION AND GRADING 


The grading scale for this course is here. 
 


Letter Grade Percentage 


A 93 – 100 


A- 90 – 92 


B+ 87 – 89 


B 83 – 86 


B- 80 – 82 


C+ 77 – 79 
C 73 – 76 


C- 70 – 72 


D+ 67 – 69 


D 63 – 66 


D- 60 – 62 


F 59 and below 


 
*Grades are rounded off for the final grade (i.e., a total grade percentage of 89.5% will be 
rounded to 90%, in this case a letter grade of A-). 
 
MISSED/LATE ASSIGNMENTS:   
 


▪ Discussions: Discussions have two due dates. Late initial posts will incur a 10% penalty per 
day. Your reply post may not be submitted after the discussion closes. For a missed discussion 
and late submission request without penalty, I will require a note: this includes cases of 
illness, extra ordinary circumstances, serving active military duty, or if you are representing 
UCF in authorized university related events, for which you will be excused. All other cases will 
be reviewed at my discretion.  


 
▪ Quizzes/Exams: Quizzes and Exams are open 4 days and as such cannot be taken late. In 


cases of illness, extra ordinary circumstances, serving active military duty, or if you are 
representing UCF in authorized university related events, you will be excused for missing the 
quiz or exam and an opportunity will be provided to take the missed quiz or exam, provided 
acceptable documentation is given to the teacher. If missing a quiz or exam due to illness, an 
alternate date can be arranged, provided a doctor’s note is given. If possible, you should 
notify me at least 1 week in advance in the case of excused circumstances, or in the case of 
unexpected emergencies/illness within 48 hours after the quiz or exam closes (or by end of 
day, 11:59 PM, Tuesday) about the reason for missing the assignment.  


 
EMAIL PROTOCOLS 
Please use Webcourses messaging to contact me. You can expect a response generally within 24 
hours. Note that if you email me last minute before an assignment is due, I may not be able to 
help in time, so please give me sufficient time to respond. To facilitate conducting business via web 
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courses, please be sure to write your messages professionally and include all relevant information. Please 
assume that your instructor only checks and answers to e-mails during regular business hours, which 
is Monday through Friday from 9 AM to 6 PM.  
 


ANNOUNCEMENTS AND UPDATES 
All students are responsible to follow my announcements on Webcourses that will keep them 
updated about the course. All email notifications should be turned on. 


 


CORE POLICIES 
 
Academic Integrity Statement 
You should be aware that the university has zero tolerance policy for plagiarism or unseemly 
conduct such as cheating or helping someone to cheat or being complicit in cheating. Students 
should familiarize themselves with the procedures for academic misconduct in UCF’s student 
handbook, The Golden Rule http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/docs/goldenrule.pdf.  
 
UCF faculty members have a responsibility for students’ education and the value of a UCF 
degree, and so seek to prevent unethical behavior and when necessary respond to academic 
misconduct. Penalties can include a failing grade in an assignment or in the course, suspension 
or expulsion from the university, and/or a “Z Designation” on a student’s official transcript 
indicating academic dishonesty, where the final grade for this course will be preceded by the 
letter Z. For more information about the Z Designation, see 
http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade.   
 
Accessibility Access 
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all persons 
with disabilities. Students with disabilities who need access to course content due to course 
design limitations should contact the professor as soon as possible. Students should also connect 
with Student Accessibility Services (SAS) http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu (Ferrell Commons 185, 
sas@ucf.edu, phone 407-823-2371). For students connected with SAS, a Course Accessibility 
Letter may be created and sent to professors, which informs faculty of potential course access 
and accommodations that might be necessary and reasonable. Determining reasonable access 
and accommodations requires consideration of the course design, course learning objectives and 
the individual academic and course barriers experienced by the student. Further conversation 
with SAS, faculty and the student may be warranted to ensure an accessible course experience. 
Note: the syllabus can be made available in alternate formats upon request. 
 
Accommodations for Active Duty Military Students 
For students who may have to perform active military duty, kindly contact me earlier so that we 
can work out flexible submission deadlines, which may suit your work schedule for quizzes, final 
exam, and final paper. Also, let me know if you might miss assignments for active duty 
deployment. 
 



http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/docs/goldenrule.pdf

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade

http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/
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Religious Observances 
Students must notify their instructor in advance if they intend to miss assignments for a religious 
observance. For more information, see the UCF policy at 
https://regulations.ucf.edu/chapter5/documents/5.020ReligiousObservancesFINALJan19.pdf.  
 
Diversity and Inclusion 
I adhere to and fully support the University of Central Florida’s position on diversity and 
inclusion. The University of Central Florida considers the diversity of its students, faculty, and 
staff to be a strength and critical to its educational mission. UCF expects every member of the 
university community to contribute to an inclusive and respectful culture for all in its classrooms, 
work environments, and at campus events. Dimensions of diversity can include sex, race, age, 
national origin, ethnicity, gender identity and expression, intellectual and physical ability, sexual 
orientation, income, faith and non-faith perspectives, socio-economic class, political ideology, 
education, primary language, family status, military experience, cognitive style, and 
communication style. The individual intersection of these experiences and characteristics must 
be valued in our community. 
 
If there are aspects of the design, instruction, and/or experiences within this course that result in 
barriers to your inclusion or accurate assessment of achievement, please notify the instructor as 
soon as possible and/or contact Student Accessibility Services. 
 
Title IX - No Discrimination Policy 
Title IX is a federal law that prohibits discrimination based on the sex (gender) of Employees and 
students of educational institutions that receive federal financial assistance. Title IX’s prohibition 
of sex discrimination includes prohibition of sexual harassment and sexual violence. UCF does 
not tolerate sex discrimination, sexual harassment or sexual violence of any kind. This prohibition 
is further explained in the University’s Prohibition of Discrimination, Harassment and Related 
Interpersonal Violence. Any student, faculty, or staff member with questions or concerns about 
the applicable University policies or who believes that he or she has been the victim of sex 
discrimination, sexual harassment, or sexual violence is encouraged to contact the. University’s 
Title IX Coordinator and visit the Let’s Be Clear website. 
 
Course Support 
You may contact me via Webcourses to arrange a ZOOM appointment to discuss any issues or 
concerns. Please be sure to access them giving sufficient time for issues to arise. Additionally, 
there are resources available on campus to help you succeed. You can reach out to the Student 
Academic Resource Center (SARC) to improve your studying skills. Their phone number is 407-
823-5130 and they have a virtual front desk from 9 AM – 5 PM available via Zoom (see here for 
more information: https://academicsuccess.ucf.edu/sarc/ ). 


University Writing Center    
Contact info: 407-823-2197 http://uwc.cah.ucf.edu. The University Writing Center (UWC) offers 
writing support to students from first year to graduate in every discipline. Tutors provide help at 
every stage of the writing process, including understanding assignments, researching, drafting, 



https://regulations.ucf.edu/chapter5/documents/5.020ReligiousObservancesFINALJan19.pdf

https://academicsuccess.ucf.edu/sarc/

http://uwc.cah.ucf.edu/
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revising, incorporating sources, and learning to proofread and edit. The UWC’s purpose is not 
merely to fix or edit papers, but to teach writing strategies that can be applied to any writing 
situation. Please contact the UWC regarding *online writing consultations*. 
 
UCF Counseling Center (Building #27/ (407) 823-2811) Students experiencing challenges, 
including, but by no means limited to stress, anxiety, or depression, that are hindering their 
ability to be the best they can be should contact this office for help. There is absolutely no shame 
in getting help so that you can attempt to live up to your true potential. Due to the need for 
social distancing, CAPS is not offering in person counseling currently. CAPS is now offering phone 
or online video-conferencing appointments.  Please call CAPS at 407-823-2811 to schedule an 
appointment. Pleases see here for more information: https://caps.sdes.ucf.edu.  
 
Viruses 
A virus can spell disaster. It is important to use a reputable anti-virus program (good ones include 
McAfee or Norton). Also, back up your files: Hard drives do crash and it is really inconvenient 
when they do. However, this is not a valid excuse for failing to get your work in on time. 
 
 


IMPORTANT STATEMENT REGARDING COVID-19 


Please stay up to date on the current situation regarding COVID-19 provided by the university by 
reviewing announcements via your Knights email account and 


https://www.ucf.edu/coronavirus/. 
 


COVID-19 and Illness Notification 
Students who believe they may have a COVID-19 diagnosis should contact UCF Student Health 
Services (407-823-2509) so proper contact tracing procedures can take place. Students should 
not come to campus if they are ill, are experiencing any symptoms of COVID-19, have tested 
positive for COVID, or if anyone living in their residence has tested positive or is sick with COVID-
19 symptoms. CDC guidance for COVID-19 symptoms is located here: 
(https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html) 
 
Students should contact their instructor(s) as soon as possible if they miss class assignments for 
any illness reason to discuss reasonable adjustments that might need to be made. When 
possible, students should contact their instructor(s) before missing class assignments. 
 
In Case of Faculty Illness 
If the instructor falls ill during the semester, there may be changes to this course, including 
having a backup instructor take over the course. Please look for announcements or mail in 
Webcourses@UCF or Knights email for any alterations to this course. 
 


Note: This syllabus is subject to change at the instructor’s discretion if necessary.  
Changes to the syllabus, if any, will be announced in Webcourses and the updated syllabus will 


be posted on Webcourses. 



https://caps.sdes.ucf.edu/

https://www.ucf.edu/coronavirus/

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
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Cyber-Warfare Policy 


An examination of how nations, groups, and individuals throughout the world use Internet/cyber-


attacks to gain military, political, and economic gains over their adversaries.  Specific focus will 


be given to understanding the role various states and hacker groups play in conducting cyber-


attacks and cyber espionage. Further, this class will examine current cyber policy both 


internationally and domestically, the challenges related to current policy and proposed policy 


changes, and wrestle with the question of whether cyber-attacks can/will be considered ‘acts of 


war’ and why.  Central to the discussion will be considering the true nature of the threat posed by 


these various attacks and whether cyber policies can offer reasonable and reliable protections 


without becoming overly intrusive to private citizens.  


Objectives:  


There are several objectives to this class.  First is to familiarize you with the various elements of 


cyber-warfare, cyber-terrorism, and cybercrimes including those that are used to finance 


extremist/terrorist operations.  This will include examining the states, groups, and individuals 


who engage in these activities and the impact they have on individual, industry, and state 


security.  Second is to engage in a substantive discussion regarding the future of these cyber 


activities and how the governments should respond both politically and possibly militarily.  


Finally, all of the content within this course as well as supplemental material will be used to 


consider the overarching question of whether cyber-attacks should be considered an act of war, 


what the appropriate response should be, and whether the international community will be able 


to implement effective cyber policy as a deterrent to prevent these attacks. 


 


Textbooks: 


 


Meeuwise, Raef. 2017. Cybersecurity for Beginners. ISBN 978-19-11452113  


 
P.W. Singer and Allan Friedman. 2014. Cybersecurity and Cyberwar: What Everyone Needs to 


Know.  Oxford University Press.  ISBN 978-0-19-991811-9 


 


Cyberwar: Law and Ethics for Virtual Conflict. 2015. Edited by, Jens David Ohlin, Kevin Govern, 


and Claire Finkelstein. Oxford University Press. ISBN: 978-0-19-871750-8 (Link may be 


available to free online copy via UCF Library) 
 


 


INR 4764  Cyber-warfare Policy 
School of Politics, Security, and International Affairs 


College of Arts and Sciences, University of Central Florida 


COURSE SYLLABUS- Fall 2021 


    


Instructor:  Ted Reynolds  Term:  Fall 2021 


Office:  PH 206B Class Meeting Days:  Tuesday/Thursday 


Phone:  407-823-5702 Class Meeting Hours:  4:30-5:45pm 


E-Mail:  teddy.reynolds@ucf.edu Class Location:  NSC- 110 


Office Hours: Wednesday 2-5pm   







       


Syllabus Statements Regarding COVID-19 for Fall 2021 
 
General Statement  
I recognize and understand the difficult times we are all in. The COVID-19 pandemic impacts us 
all in many ways, including physically, mentally, emotionally, financially, academically, and 
professionally. I will work with you on challenges you may be encountering and to provide 
support to help you succeed. However, please keep in mind that I will hold you accountable, 
especially in terms of class attendance, participation, and contributions. 
 
Statement Regarding Masks in Classrooms  
UCF expects that all members of our campus community who are able to do so get vaccinated, 
and we expect all members of our campus community to wear masks indoors, in line with the 
latest CDC guidelines. Masks are required in approved clinical or health care settings. 
 
Notifications in Case of Changes to Course Modality  
If the instructor falls ill during the semester, there may be temporary changes to this course, 
including having a backup instructor take over the course or going remote for a short time. 
Please look for announcements or mail in Webcourses@UCF or Knights email for any 
temporary alterations to this course. 
 
COVID-19 and Illness Notification  
Students who believe they may have been exposed to COVID-19 or who test positive must 
contact UCF Student Health Services (407-823-2509) so proper contact tracing procedures can 
take place. Students should not come to campus if they are ill, are experiencing any symptoms 
of COVID-19 or have tested positive for COVID-19. 
Students should contact their instructor(s) as soon as possible if they miss class for any illness to 
discuss reasonable adjustments that might need to be made. When possible, students should 
contact their instructor(s) before missing class. 
 
Course Accessibility and Disability  
Accommodations may need to be added or adjusted should this course shift from an on-
campus to a remote format. Students with disabilities should speak with their instructor and 
should contact sas@ucf.edu to discuss specific accommodations for this or other courses. 
 


  



https://fctl.ucf.edu/teaching-resources/course-design/syllabus-statements/#covid

https://fctl.ucf.edu/teaching-resources/course-design/syllabus-statements/#covid

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated.html

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated.html

https://fctl.ucf.edu/teaching-resources/course-design/syllabus-statements/#covid

https://fctl.ucf.edu/teaching-resources/course-design/syllabus-statements/#covid

https://fctl.ucf.edu/teaching-resources/course-design/syllabus-statements/#covid

mailto:sas@ucf.edu





       


Supplementary (Optional) Texts and Materials: Additional online readings will be provided 


during the term to support discussion. 


Basis for Final Grade 


Assessment 


Percent of 


Final Grade 


  


Midterm 20% 


Quizzes 20% 


Paper 


Group presentation 


20% 


20%  


Final Exam 20% 


Total 100% 


 


The group research paper topic will be submitted to and approved by the instructor culminating 


in a 25 page paper (with an executive summary) to be submitted at the end of the term.  The 


focus of the paper will be directly related to an important aspect of cyberwarfare and offer an in-


depth examination and analysis of the individual research area chosen.  The presentation will be 


focused on the research topic being covered in the paper. 


Midterm and final exams will be essay exams.   


 


Quizzes will be administered in class on the days indicated, focusing on terminology and 


important concepts. 


 


Late Work Policy:  


There are no make-ups for any graded assessments. Papers/exams turned in late will be assessed 


a penalty: a full letter grade (10 points) per day late.  Writing assignments will not be accepted if 


overdue by more than four calendar days.  There are NO makeups on missed quizzes.   


 


Grades of "Incomplete":  


The current university policy concerning incomplete grades will be followed in this course. 


Incomplete grades are given only in situations where unexpected emergencies prevent a student 


from completing the course and the remaining work can be completed the next semester. Your 


instructor is the final authority on whether you qualify for an incomplete. Incomplete work must 


be finished by the end of the subsequent semester or the “I” will automatically be recorded as an 


“F” on your transcript. 


 


Disability Access:  


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all 


persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students 


with disabilities who need accommodations in this course must contact the professor at the 


beginning of the semester to discuss needed accommodations. No accommodations will be 


provided until the student has met with the professor to request accommodations. Students who 


need accommodations must be registered with Student Disability Services, Student Resource 


Grading Scale (%) 


90-100  A 


87 - 89  B+ 


80 - 86  B 


77 - 79  C+ 


70 - 76  C 


67 - 69  D+ 


60 - 66  D 


0 - 59  F 







       


Center Room 132, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before 


requesting accommodations from the professor. 


 


Attendance Policy: Attendance is mandatory and unauthorized or unexcused absences will 


result in a reduction of the final grade. 


Professionalism Policy:  


Per university policy and classroom etiquette; mobile phones, iPods, etc. must be silenced 


during all classroom and lab lectures. Those not heeding this rule will be asked to leave the 


classroom/lab immediately so as to not disrupt the learning environment. Please arrive on time 


for all class meetings. Students who habitually disturb the class by talking, arriving late, etc., and 


have been warned will be removed from the class and may suffer a reduction in their final class 


grade.  


 


Rules of Conduct  


Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of Conduct. According to Section 1, 


“Academic Misconduct,” students are prohibited from engaging in 


Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information or 


study aids in any academic exercise unless specifically authorized by the instructor of record. 


The unauthorized possession of examination or course-related material also constitutes cheating. 


Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral means: The presentation of 


material which has not been studied or learned, but rather was obtained through someone else’s 


efforts and used as part of an examination, course assignment, or project. 


Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to another person, student, 


and/or uploading course material to a third-party vendor without authorization or without the 


express written permission of the university and the instructor. Course materials include but are 


not limited to class notes, Instructor’s PowerPoints, course syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, 


instruction sheets, homework, study guides, handouts, etc. 


Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work. 


Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the source, thereby 


attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s own. 


Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than once without 


the express written permission of the instructor. 


Helping another violate academic behavior standards. 


 


For more information about Academic Integrity, students may consult The Center for Academic 


Integrity. 


For more information about plagiarism and misuse of sources, see “Defining and Avoiding 


Plagiarism: The WPA Statement on Best Practices.”  


Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating 


Students should also familiarize themselves with the procedures for academic misconduct in 


UCF’s student handbook, The Golden Rule. UCF faculty members have a responsibility for 


students’ education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to prevent unethical behavior and 


when necessary respond to academic misconduct. Penalties can include a failing grade in an 


assignment or in the course, suspension or expulsion from the university, and/or a “Z 


Designation” on a student’s official transcript indicating academic dishonesty, where the final 


grade for this course will be preceded by the letter Z.  







       


 


Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise during class, everyone needs to work 


together. Students should be aware of their surroundings and familiar with some basic safety and 


security concepts.  


In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance. 


Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall near the door. 


Students should make a note of the guide’s physical location and review the online version at 


http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html. 


Students should know the evacuation routes from each of their classrooms and have a plan for 


finding safety in case of an emergency. 


If there is a medical emergency during class, students may need to access a first-aid kit or AED 


(Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those are located, see 


http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/workplacesafety.html. 


To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text alerts by 


going to ucf.edu and logging in. Click on “Student Self Service” located on the left side of the 


screen in the toolbar, scroll down to the blue “Personal Information” heading on the Student 


Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the information, including e-mail address, cell 


phone number, and cell phone provider, click “Apply” to save the changes, and then click “OK.” 


Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their instructors 


outside of class. 


To learn about how to manage an active-shooter situation on campus or elsewhere, consider 


viewing the UCF video. 


 


Authorized event or activity notification 


Students who represent the university in an authorized event or activity (for example, student-


athletes) and who are unable to meet a course deadline due to a conflict with that event must 


provide the instructor with documentation in advance to arrange a make-up. No penalty will be 


applied. For more information, see the UCF policy. 


 


Religious observance notification 


Students must notify their instructor in advance if they intend to miss class for a religious 


observance. For more information, see the UCF policy. 


 


Active duty military and/or National Guard 


Students who are deployed active duty military and/or National Guard personnel and require 


accommodation should contact their instructors as soon as possible after the semester begins 


and/or after they receive notification of deployment to make related arrangements. 


 


University Writing Center:  


The University Writing Center (UWC) is a free resource for UCF undergraduates and graduates. 


At the UWC, a trained writing consultant will work individually with you on anything you're 


writing (in or out of class), at any point in the writing process from brainstorming to editing. 


Appointments are recommended, but not required. For more information or to make an 


appointment, visit the UWC website at http://www.uwc.ucf.edu, stop by MOD 608, or call 


407.823.2197. 


 







       


INR 4764-Cyberwarfare Policy 


Schedule: 


Date Readings/Topic for Tuesday Date Readings/Topic for Thursday 


 


8/24 
Review syllabus / Questions 


 


8/26 


 


Singer- Intro+Part I (all) 


 


8/31 


 


Singer- 67-113 
 


9/2 
 


NO CLASS- FOOTBALL 


 


9/7 


Quiz 


Hacktivism/cyberterrorism 
 


9/9 


 


The Internet of Things 


 


9/14 


Singer- 114-132(3) 


 
 


9/16 


Ohlin- Part I 


Legal Perspective on cyber 


 


9/21 


Singer- 133-165 


Military and cyberwarfare 


 


 


9/23 


Ohlin- Part II 


Cyber as acts of war 


 


9/28 


Ohlin- Ch. 7-9  


9/30 


Quiz 


Cyber-espionage 


 


10/5 
Mandiant Report (link to be 


provided) Cyberespionage 
 


10/7 


Receive midterm 


Stuxnet 


 


10/12 
Video  


10/14 


Turn in Midterm 


 


10/19 


The Dark Web  


10/21 


Non-State Hackers 


 


10/26 
Ohlin Chapter 10  


10/28 
Issues with attribution 


The China Threat 


 


11/2 
Ohlin Chapter 11 


Quiz 
 


11/4 


Group Presentations 


 


11/9 


Group Presentations  


11/11 


NO CLASS  


Veterans Day 


 


11/16 


Group Presentations  


11/18 


Group Presentations 


 


11/23 
Submit Final Papers  


11/25 


No Class 


Happy Thanksgiving 


 


11/30 
 


Discussion 
 


12/2 


 


Receive Final Exam 


 


12/7 
 


NO CLASS 
 


12/9 


4 PM 


Submit Final Exam  


 


*** Note: The Schedule is subject to revision*** 
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INR 4363.0001: INTELLIGENCE ANALYSIS AND REPORTING 


FALL 2021 


 


Tuesday and Thursday, 12:00-1:15pm EST 


NSC O110 


 


Instructor: Dr. Kelsey Larsen 


Office: HPH 302J 


Email: kelsey.larsen@ucf.edu 


Phone: 407-823-1482 


Office Hours: 


- Monday 12pm – 2pm  


- Tuesday 1:30 – 2:30pm 


You can pre-reserve your Office Hours slots at 


https://calendly.com/kelseylarsen/officehours 


(see Instructor Contact Information below for more guidance) 


 


COURSE INFORMATION 


 


Course Description: 


The purpose of this course is to help students gain a better understanding of the basic 


principles of decision analysis and forecasting, and to introduce students to how those 


principles support and achieve national security objectives. It examines some of the tensions at 


the very heart of decision-making and state security: the balance between rationality and 


emotion, between secrecy and transparency, and between data-driven decision-making and 


decision-driven data collection. The course begins with an exploration of the key stakeholders 


and institutions that define the intelligence community (IC). It proceeds with a brief historical 


review of U.S. intelligence processes over time, then transitions to providing an in-depth 


exploration of traditional and contemporary theories of national security decision-making. As 


part of this, the course introduces students to the CIA's Structured Analytic Techniques (SATs), 


and through a mix of case studies and original research, trains them in how to apply those 


techniques to emerging threats and crisis scenarios. Finally, will expose learners to real-life 


applications of these lessons and provide guidance on further cultivating their careers in 


analysis and forecasting.  


 


Course Objectives: 


At the end of this course, students will be able to: 


- Describe the network of actors, agencies, and environments that encapsulate the U.S. IC 


- Explain key historical developments in the field of intelligence collection and analysis 


- Apply and analyze core SATs for information collection, and defend their findings 


- Create and communicate analytical conclusions and reports for intelligence stakeholders 
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Required Textbooks (hard copy or digital): 


 


- Randolph H. Pherson and Richards J. Heuer (2020). Structured Analytic Techniques for 


Intelligence Analysis, 3rd edition. Thousand Oaks, CA: SAGE Publications.  


- Sarah M. Beebe and Randolph H. Pherson (2015). Cases in Intelligence Analysis: 


Structured Analytic Techniques in Action, 2nd edition. Thousand Oaks, CA: SAGE 


Publications. 


 


Optional Textbooks:  


- Nate Silver (2015). The Signal and the Noise: Why So Many Predictions Fail – But Some 


Don’t. New York, NY: Penguin/Random House.  


 


Graded Assignments: 


 


Class Participation (35%) 


Homework (25%) 


Midterm Exam (20%)  


Final Project (20%) 


 


Class Participation (350 points):  
Students are expected to attend every class session, to have read the assigned readings for a 


class section before attending that class, and to actively participate in class discussions/group 


exercises. Class participation will be evaluated based on your active engagement with in-class 


prompts, your timely submittal of assignments, your participation in group activities, and your 


engagement with course guest speakers.  


 


Homework (250 points): 
Occasionally throughout the course, students will be assigned a series of five brief homework 


assignments designed to practice their general communication and analysis skills. These 


assignments will consist of short-answer questions/reflective commentaries, and will all be 


delivered via the Webcourses@UCF site. Specific details and instructions will be provided 


during class and on the course site.  


 


Midterm exam (200 points):  
Students will take a midterm exam covering intelligence processes and analytic techniques after 


the completion of the first half of the course. The instructor will provide information on the 


specific format and topics surveyed in the weeks prior to the Midterm. 


 


Final project (200 points):  
Students will craft a 7-10 page intelligence analysis report based on a prompt provided by the 


instructor. The final project is due Thursday December 9th, 2021 at 11:59pm EST, via the 


Webcourses@UCF course site. Information and guidance on the project guidelines will be 
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provided by the instructor throughout the entirety of the course, in addition to a specific 


writing workshop held in-class in the weeks prior to the final project due date. 


 


Grading Scale  
Letter Grade Percentage Total points 


A 93%-100% 925- 1000 


A- 90-93% 895 - 924 


B+ 87-89% 865 - 894 


B 84-86% 835 - 864 


B- 80-83% 795 - 834 


C+ 77-79% 765 - 794 


C 74-76% 735 - 764 


C- 70-73% 695 - 734 


D+ 67-69% 665 - 694 


D 64-66% 635 - 664 


D- 60-63% 595 - 634 


F 0-59% 0-594 


 
 
Instructor Contact Information  
 


Office Hours will be held every Monday from 12-2pm EST and every Tuesday from 1:30-2:30pm 


EST. While we continue to adapt to COVID-19, the format will primarily be via Zoom (with the 


option to attend in person in the HPH 302J office. If you do choose to attend in person, please 


consider socially distancing and wearing a mask—the offices are tightly packed in, and we want 


to keep you healthy).   


 


It’s highly recommended you reserve your Office Hours slot ahead of time to avoid having to 


hang out endlessly in the waiting room. Reservations are easy: First, visit 


https://calendly.com/kelseylarsen/officehours. Then, it’s a simple two-click process:  


 


• Select the time/date you'd like to meet and click 'Confirm.' Don't see a time available? 


That means it's already filled up, so see if you can find another that works.  


• Enter some basic details: your name/email, what you're hoping to chat about, and the 


format you'd prefer to meet in.  


• Once your details are entered, click 'Schedule event.' You'll receive an email invitation 


with your personal Zoom link (if applicable), and your dedicated meeting time will be all 


locked in! 
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Please limit yourself to no more than 2 reservations during a given session, to be sure everyone 


gets their questions answered. If you feel like you’ll need more time than that or have other 


scheduling concerns, contact Dr. Larsen directly to make an appointment. 


 


Of course, you can also message the instructor with written questions/concerns anytime—she 


pledges to respond to you within 24 hours during the week and 36 hours on weekends. (Pro tip 


from Dr. Larsen to you: Emails often get responded to around the 5pm-ish hour… so if you 


submit before then, you’re more likely to get a response that same day !).   


 


COVID-19 GUIDANCE  


 


UCF expects that all members of our campus community who are able to do so get vaccinated, 


and we expect all members of our campus community to wear masks indoors, in line with the 


latest CDC guidelines. Masks are required in approved clinical or health care settings. 


 


If the instructor falls ill during the semester, there may be temporary changes to this course, 


including having a backup instructor take over the course or going remote for a short time. 


Please look for announcements or mail in Webcourses@UCF or Knights email for any 


temporary alterations to this course. 


 


Students who believe they may have been exposed to COVID-19 or who test positive must 


contact UCF Student Health Services (407-823-2509) so proper contact tracing procedures can 


take place. Students should not come to campus if they are ill, are experiencing any symptoms 


of COVID-19 or have tested positive for COVID-19. Students should contact their instructor(s) as 


soon as possible if they miss class for any illness to discuss reasonable adjustments that might 


need to be made. When possible, students should contact their instructor(s) before missing 


class. 


 


Accommodations may need to be added or adjusted should this course shift from an on-


campus to a remote format. Students with disabilities should speak with their instructor and 


should contact sas@ucf.edu to discuss specific accommodations for this or other courses. 


 


UNIVERSITY POLICIES: GENERAL 


Academic Integrity 


Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of Conduct at 


<https://scai.sdes.ucf.edu/student-rules-of-conduct/>. According to Section 1, “Academic 


Misconduct,” students are prohibited from engaging in: 


1. Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, 


information or study aids in any academic exercise unless specifically authorized by the 


instructor of record. The unauthorized possession of examination or course-related 


material also constitutes cheating. 
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2. Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral means: The 


presentation of material which has not been studied or learned, but rather was 


obtained through someone else’s efforts and used as part of an examination, course 


assignment, or project. 


3. Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to another person, 


student, and/or uploading course material to a third-party vendor without authorization 


or without the express written permission of the university and the instructor. Course 


materials include but are not limited to class notes, Instructor’s PowerPoints, course 


syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, instruction sheets, homework, study guides, handouts, etc. 


4. Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work. 


5. Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the source, 


thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s own. 


6. Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than once 


without the express written permission of the instructor. 


7. Helping another violate academic behavior standards. 


8. Soliciting assistance with academic coursework and/or degree requirements. 


Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating 


Students should also familiarize themselves with the procedures for academic misconduct in 


UCF’s student handbook, The Golden Rule<https://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/>. UCF faculty 


members have a responsibility for students’ education and the value of a UCF degree, and so 


seek to prevent unethical behavior and respond to academic misconduct when necessary. 


Penalties for violating rules, policies, and instructions within this course can range from a zero 


on the exercise to an “F” letter grade in the course. In addition, an Academic Misconduct report 


could be filed with the Office of Student Conduct, which could lead to disciplinary warning, 


disciplinary probation, or deferred suspension or separation from the University through 


suspension, dismissal, or expulsion with the addition of a “Z” designation on one’s transcript. 


Being found in violation of academic conduct standards could result in a student having to 


disclose such behavior on a graduate school application, being removed from a leadership 


position within a student organization, the recipient of scholarships, participation in University 


activities such as study abroad, internships, etc. 


Let’s avoid all of this by demonstrating values of honesty, trust, and integrity. No grade is worth 


compromising your integrity and moving your moral compass. Stay true to doing the right thing: 


talk to your instructor, make a plan, take a compromise rather than a shortcut. 


Please note: Students are not allowed to use GroupMe, WhatsApp, or any other form of 


technology to exchange course material associated with a graded assignment, quiz, test, et 


cetera. Just because you may not be in a formal classroom setting while taking a quiz or test 


does not mean that the completion of graded work should not be treated with integrity. 
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The following is not all inclusive of what is considered academic misconduct. These examples 


show how the use of technology can be considered academic misconduct and could result in 


the same penalties as cheating in a face-to-face class: 


• Taking a screen shot of an online quiz or test question, posting it to GroupMe or 


WhatsApp, and asking for assistance is considered academic misconduct. 


• Answering an online quiz or test question posted to GroupMe or WhatsApp is 


considered academic misconduct. Giving advice, assistance, or suggestions on how to 


complete a question associated with an online assignment, quiz, or test is considered 


academic misconduct. 


• The use of outside assistance from another student or by searching the internet, 


Googling for answers, use of websites such as Quizlet, Course Hero, Chegg Study, etc. 


is considered academic misconduct. 


• Gathering to take an online quiz or test with others and sharing answers in the process 


is considered academic misconduct. 


If a student or group of students are found to be exchanging material associated with a graded 


assignment, quiz, or test through any form of technology (GroupMe, WhatsApp, etc.), or use 


outside assistance (Googling answers, use of websites such as Quizlet, Course Hero, Chegg 


Study, etc.), they could receive anywhere from a zero grade on the exercise to an “F” in the 


course depending on the act. 


Course Accessibility: 


 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all persons 


with disabilities. Students with disabilities who need access to course content due to course 


design limitations should contact the professor as soon as possible. Students should also 


connect with Student Accessibility Services (SAS) <http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/> (Ferrell Commons 


185, sas@ucf.edu, phone 407-823-2371). For students connected with SAS, a Course 


Accessibility Letter may be created and sent to professors, which informs faculty of potential 


course access and accommodations that might be necessary and reasonable. Determining 


reasonable access and accommodations requires consideration of the course design, course 


learning objectives and the individual academic and course barriers experienced by the student. 


Further conversation with SAS, faculty and the student may be warranted to ensure an 


accessible course experience. 


 


Campus Safety: 


 


Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise during class, everyone needs to work 


together. Students should be aware of their surroundings and familiar with some basic safety 


and security concepts. 


• In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance. 
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• Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall near the 


door. Students should make a note of the guide’s physical location and review the 


online version at <http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html>. 


• Students should know the evacuation routes from each of their classrooms and have a 


plan for finding safety in case of an emergency. 


• If there is a medical emergency during class, students may need to access a first-aid kit 


or AED (Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those are located, see 


<https://ehs.ucf.edu/automated-external-defibrillator-aed-locations>. 


• To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text 


alerts by going to <https://my.ucf.edu> and logging in. Click on “Student Self Service” 


located on the left side of the screen in the toolbar, scroll down to the blue “Personal 


Information” heading on the Student Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the 


information, including e-mail address, cell phone number, and cell phone provider, click 


“Apply” to save the changes, and then click “OK.” 


• Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their 


instructors outside of class. 


• To learn about how to manage an active-shooter situation on campus or elsewhere, 


consider viewing this video (<https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk>). 


Deployed Active Duty Military: 


 


Students who are deployed active duty military and/or National Guard personnel and require 


accommodation should contact their instructors as soon as possible after the semester begins 


and/or after they receive notification of deployment to make related arrangements. 


 


Authorized University Events/Co-curricular Activities: 


Students who represent the university in an authorized event or activity (for example, student-


athletes) and who are unable to meet a course deadline due to a conflict with that event must 


provide the instructor with documentation in advance to arrange a make-up. No penalty will be 


applied. For more information, see the UCF policy at <https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-


401.pdf> 


 


Religious Observances: 


Students must notify their instructor in advance if they intend to miss class for a religious 


observance. For more information, see the UCF policy at  


<http://regulations.ucf.edu/chapter5/documents/5.020ReligiousObservancesFINALJan19.pdf>. 


 


Copyright:  


This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, images, text 


materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use doctrine in order to 


enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, download or distribute these 


items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for this online classroom environment and 


your use only. All copyright materials are credited to the copyright holder. 
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Students may, without prior notice, record video or audio of a class lecture for a class in which 


the student is enrolled for their own personal educational use.  A class lecture is defined as a 


formal or methodical oral presentation as part of a university course intended to present 


information or teach students about a particular subject. Recording classroom activities other 


than class lectures, including but not limited to lab sessions, student presentations (whether 


individually or part of a group), class discussion (except when incidental to and incorporated 


within a class lecture), clinical presentations such as patient history, academic exercises 


involving student participation, test or examination administrations, field trips, and private 


conversations is prohibited. Recordings may not be used as a substitute for class participation 


and class attendance, and may not be published or shared without the written consent of the 


faculty member. Failure to adhere to these requirements may constitute a violation of the 


University’s Student Code of Conduct as described in the Golden Rule. 


Technology Requirements: 


You will be expected to have daily access to the internet and email, given that important course 


assignments and announcements will be delivered via Webcourses@UCF. All students at UCF 


are required to obtain a Knight’s Email account and check it regularly for official university 


communications. Students are also required to use the Canvas communication tools or their 


Knight’s email account to communicate with the instructor; please note that if you use a 


personal email account, it may be designated as spam.  


 


Academic Engagement Requirement: 


 
All instructors/faculty are required to document students’ academic activity at the beginning of 


each course. In order to document that you began this course, please complete the 


Webcourses@UCF quiz in the course site by the end of the first week of classes or as soon as 


possible after adding the course. Failure to do so may result in a delay in the disbursement of 


your financial aid.
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COURSE SCHEDULE  
The following course schedule is subject to amendment by the instructor with advance notice.  
 


Date Topic Readings Important Notes 


24 August Course 
introduction 


- None  


26 August What is 
intelligence? 
Definitions, 
Actors, 
Institutions 


- Terms and Definitions of Interest for Counterintelligence Professionals. 
Washington, DC: Office of the National Counterintelligence Executive. 
2014. [Webcourses@UCF]. Choose your own 10 page section of the 
document to review.   


Course Engagement Quiz 
due by 5pm EST on 8/27 


31 August Introduction to 
Intelligence 
Collection   


- Navarro, J. (2018) The Dictionary of Body Language. New York: 
HarperCollins. pp. 9-17, 119-143. 


 


02 
September  


Intelligence 
Regulation and 
Management 


- Kris, D. (2017). “The CIA’s new guidelines governing publicly available 
information.” Lawfare [Blog]. [Webcourses@UCF] 


- “The Hazards of Single-Outcome Forecasting,” United States Director 
of Central Intelligence. Washington, DC (1983). Read pp. 1-7, then 
read one of the attachments (A through L) of your choosing. 
[Webcourses@UCF] 


 


07 
September  


A Brief History of 
Intelligence 
Outcomes 
 


- 9/11 Commission (2004). “Chapter 3: Counterterrorism Evolves,” in 
The 9/11 Commission Report. Washington, DC: 9/11 Commission. pp. 
71-107. [Webcourses@UCF].   


 


09 
September  


How Do People 
Think? Pt. 1 


- Allison, G. T. (1969). Conceptual models and the Cuban missile 
crisis. American Political Science Review, 63(3), 689-718. 
[Webcourses@UCF] 


- Simon, H. A. (2000). "Bounded rationality in social science: Today 
and tomorrow," Mind & Society, 1(1), 25-39. [Webcourses@UCF] 


Homework Assignment 
#1 DUE (11:59pm EST) 
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14 
September 


How Do People 
Think? Pt. 2 


- Davis, J. (2008). Why bad things happen to good analysts. Analyzing 
intelligence: Origins, obstacles, and innovations, 157-170. 
[Webcourses@UCF] 


- Bright, D. A., & Goodman-Delahunty, J. (2006). Gruesome evidence 
and emotion: Anger, blame, and jury decision-making. Law and 
human behavior, 30(2), 183-202. [Webcourses@UCF] 


 


16 
September  


How Do People 
Think?  
Pt. 3 


- Lerner, J. S. (2019). Decision science meets national security: A 
personal perspective. Perspectives on Psychological Science, 14(1), 
96-100. [Webcourses@UCF] 


- McDermott, R. (2004). The feeling of rationality: The meaning of 
neuroscientific advances for political science. Perspectives on 
politics, 2(4), 691-706. [Webcourses@UCF] 


 


21 
September 


How Do We 
Analyze People?  


- Pherson & Heuer, pp. 15-46 
- Zegart, Amy (2013). No one saw this coming. Foreign Policy 


Magazine. [Webcourses@UCF] 


 


23 
September 


Making Sense: 
Decomposition 
and Visualization 


- Pherson & Heuer, pp. 69-86 
- Silver pp. 75-107 


Homework #2 due by 
11:59pm EST 


28 
September  


Exploration 
Tactics 


- Pherson & Heuer, pp. 87-126 
- Silver pp. 412-445 


 


30 
September  


Diagnostic Tools - Pherson & Heuer, pp 127- 180 
- Silver pp. 232-261 


 


05 October  Reframing 
Strategies 


- Pherson & Heuer, pp. 181-248  
- Silver pp. 370-411 


 


07 October  Foresight - Pherson & Heuer, pp. 249-304 
- Silver pp. 19-46 


Homework #3 due by 
11:59pm EST 


12 October  Decision Support - Pherson & Heuer, pp 305 – 346 
- Prezelj, I. (2015). Improving Inter-organizational Cooperation in 


Counterterrorism: Based on a quantitative SWOT assessment. Public 
Management Review, 17(2), 209-235. [Webcourses@UCF] 
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14 October  Midterm Review - None 
 


 


19 October  Midterm Exam 
(VIRTUAL) 


- None Midterm exam, 12-
1:15pm! See Webcourses 
for more info.  


21 October  Analytic 
Techniques Over 
Time 


- Chang, W., Berdini, E., Mandel, D. R., & Tetlock, P. E. (2018). 
Restructuring structured analytic techniques in 
intelligence. Intelligence and National Security, 33(3), 337-356. 
[Webcourses@UCF] 


- Coulthart, S. J. (2017). An evidence-based evaluation of 12 core 
structured analytic techniques. International Journal of Intelligence 
and CounterIntelligence, 30(2), 368-391. [Webcourses@UCF] 


 


 


26 October  Introduction to 
Case Study 
Analysis  


- Beebe & Pherson, pp. 7-15 
- Beebe & Pherson, pp. 21-34 


 


28 October  Case Study: 
Benazir Bhutto 


- Beebe & Pherson  pp. 141-162  


02 
November  


Case Study: Wen 
Ho Lee 
 


- Beebe & Pherson, pp. 199-209  


04 
November  


Team Intelligence 
Exercise (TIE) #1   


- Readings TBA Homework Assignment 
#4 due by 11:59pm EST 


09 
November  


Case Study: 
Preventing the 
Mumbai Attacks 


- Beebe & Pherson, pp. 259-267  


11 
November  


No Class – US 
Holiday (Veterans 
Day) 


  







 


  12 


16 
November  


Case Study: Tarin 
Kowt 


- Beebe & Pherson, pp 105-117  


18 
November  


Team Intelligence 
Exercise (TIE) #2 


- Readings TBA Homework Assignment 
#5 due by 11:59pm EST 


23 
November  


Intelligence 
Writing 
Workshop  


- Directorate of Intelligence, Style Manual and Writers Guide for 
Intelligence Publications (2011). [Webcourses@UCF]. Read pp. 145-
177, and just browse through at least 3 additional sections of 
interest.  


 


25 
November  


No Class – US 
Holiday 
(Thanksgiving) 


- None  


30 
November  


Team Intelligence 
Exercise (TIE) #3 


- Readings TBA  


02 December  The Future of 
Intelligence 
Analysis 


- None   


09 Dec  FINAL PROJECT DUE VIA WEBCOURSES@UCF AT 11:59 PM EST 


 








INR 4075‐OW61 


HUMAN RIGHTS POLICY 
School of Politics, Security, and International Affairs 


UCF 


Fall 2021 
Credit hours: 3 


 
 
 


Professor: Demet Mousseau 


ONLINE CLASS 


Phone: 407‐ 823 ‐ 6025 


E‐mail: Demet.Mousseau@ucf.edu  


Teaching Assist.:  Maren Mainx 
   


Office Hours (Online): Tuesdays 1:30 PM – 


3:00 PM, Thursdays 1:30 PM – 3:00 PM, 


and by appointment 


 


 


 


UCF Catalogue Description: Human Rights Policy: PR: ENC 1102 or POS 2041 


or C.I. Meaning of human rights, political and international implications of human 


rights policies, relationship to global peace, racism, gender inequality, economic 


development and democratization.  


 


Course Goals/Objectives: Achieve an accurate and in‐depth understanding of 


human rights issues; improve critical and analytical thinking; promote research and 


writing skills.  


 
Learning Outcomes: Achieve an accurate and in-depth understanding of issues and debates 
on human rights. By the end of this course, students will be able to think and write 
analytically and knowledgeably about political, economic, and social issues regarding human 
rights 
 


Detailed Section‐specific Description of the Course: Topics include historical, 


practical, and institutional development of different types of human rights, 


including civil and political rights, social and economic rights as well as cultural, 


group and developmental rights, evolution of international human rights, and 


comparative analysis of human rights around the world. Module I begins with the 


theoretical and historical roots of human rights; Module II covers international 


institutions and activities on human rights around the world; Module III proceeds 


with human rights issues concerning ethnicity, gender, democracy, and pluralism; 


and Module IV addresses human rights in the context of development and 


democratization in developing countries.  
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Required Text: The required book below can be purchased in the university book 


store. 


 


Jack Donnelly, Universal Human Rights in Theory and Practice;  


 


Additional Recommended Book (not required): 


 


David P. Forsythe, Human Rights in International Relations  


 


Course Web Page: All lecture Power Point slides, including pictures, graphs, videos, 


and web links, as well as supplementary materials, will be made available on the 


course web page at Webcourses@UCF.   


 


 
 


 


Course Outline  
 


Module I    THEORETICAL AND HISTORICAL ROOTS OF 


HUMAN RIGTHS 


 


Week 1‐


August 23‐  


 


Introduction and General Discussion 


 


 August 27 


   


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


  Webcourse Assignment (Due: August 27, Friday) 


 
Important: First Assignment Due date: 
 
Students must document academic activity in the Webcourse in the first 
week of classes. Complete the assignment created in the webcourse by 
the deadline below: 
 
Deadline: Friday, August 27th  
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August.        


30‐Sept. 3 


 


What are Human Rights?  


Reading: 


Jack Donnelly, chapters 1 and 2 


 


Sept. 7‐17 


 


 


 


 


Sept. 20‐24 


 


 


 


 


A Brief History of Human Rights  


Reading: 


Jack Donnelly, chapter 5 


 


 


Human Rights in Western Liberalism and the Debates on 


Cultural Relativism  


Reading: 


Jack Donnelly, chapters 6, 7 and 8 


 


 


     


Module II  INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTIONS AND 
ACTIVITIES ON HUMAN RIGHTS 


 


 


Sept. 27‐


Oct. 1  


 


  


 


 


Oct. 4‐8 


 


 


 


 


   


 


Internationalization of Human Rights and the United Nations 


Reading: 


Jack Donnelly, chapter 11 


 


 


 


Regional Applications of Human Rights 


Reading: 


Jack Donnelly, chapter 11 


 


 


Oct. 11‐15 


 


Human Rights and Foreign Policy 


Reading: 


Jack Donnelly, chapter 12 


 


     


Oct. 25    Deadline for paper proposals!  
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Oct. 18‐22    Non‐state Actors and Human Rights 


 


 


 


 


     


Module 


III 


ETHNICITY, GENDER, DEMOCRACY AND HUMAN 


RIGHTS 


 


 


 


 


 


Oct. 25‐29 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Nov. 1‐5 


   


Ethnicity, Gender, Pluralism and Human Rights 


Reading: 


Jack Donnelly, chapters 15 and 16 


https://www.ndi.org/gender‐women‐democracy  


http://www.cedpa.org/section/aboutus.html  


 


 


Ethnic Conflict, Democracy and Policy for the Management of 


Ethnic Conflict   


Reading: 


Mahmood Mamdani, “The New Humanitarian Order?”  The 


Nation, September 29, 2008. 


http://www.thenation.com/article/new‐humanitarian‐order 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Module 


IV  


   


DEVELOPMENT, DEMOCRATIZATION AND 


HUMAN RIGHTS    


 


     


     


Nov. 8‐12    Development and Human Rights Policy  
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Nov. 15‐19 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Nov. 29‐


Dec 3 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


  Reading:  


Jack Donnelly, chapters 13 and 14 


 


 


Democratization and Human Rights 


Reading: 


Jack Donnelly, chapters 13 and 14 


http://www.un.org/en/globalissues/democracy/  


  


 


 


 


Contemporary Issues and Human Rights (Human Trafficking, 


Children’s Rights, Forced Migration) 


Reading; 


http://www.un.org/en/globalissues/development/index.shtml  


http://www.usoas.usmission.gov/democracy.html 


http://www.die‐gdi.de/uploads/media/BP_7.2013.pdf  


 


Reading; 


http://www.un.org/en/globalissues/development/index.shtml  


http://www.usoas.usmission.gov/democracy.html 


http://www.die‐gdi.de/uploads/media/BP_7.2013.pdf  


 


 


 


 


The Date of the final exam will be announced by the registrar’s 


office! 
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Course Calendar   


Date Details  


Fri Aug 27, 2021  Webcourse Assignment due by 11:59pm 
 


 
Oct. 11-18, 2021 
 
Oct. 25, 2021  


 
 
Midterm Exam 
 
Paper Proposals are due 


 
 
 
   


 


 
Final Exam 


  
TBA 


  
 


 
Dec 6, 2021 
  


   
 
 
Paper due by 11:59pm 


 


       
  
   


 


   


Course Requirements & Methods of Evaluation 
 
The course is structured around the lectures. There will be interactive debates and 
discussions. Students are expected to participate in discussions. 
 
18% - Participation and group discussions in chat. 
 
20%-Video Assignments and reflection essays. 
 
20% - Midterm Exam. Essay questions on readings and lectures. 
 
20% - Final Exam. Essay questions on readings and lectures.  
 
20% - Paper. Due Dec. 6 (upload papers in the webcourse).   
 
2%-Paper proposal.  
 
Late Paper Policy: Late papers are not acceptable.  
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Make-up Exam Policy: Make-ups for exams will be given only for documented 
circumstances of illness or official college activities. Under such circumstances you are 
required to notify me in 24 hours after missing the exam. 
 
Letter/Grade Equivalencies: 
 


93% - 100%                A 
90% - 92.99%             A - 
87% - 89.99%             B + 
83% - 86.99%             B  
80% - 82.99%             B -  
77% - 79.99%             C + 
73% - 76.99%             C 
70% - 72.99%             C - 
60% - 69.99%             D 
Below 60%                 F 


 
Curve Policy: No curve. 
 
Method of Grade Reporting: Webcourses@UCF. 
 
Paper Rules and Guidelines 
 
You will each write an 8 page (double-spaced) research paper on the question below. Cover 
page is additional and not included, but the bibliography is included in 8 pages. The papers 
are due on Dec. 6th. Upload papers in the webcourse by this deadline.   
Focus on the following topic: 


 
Analyze an issue of human rights in a specific country. It should be a current issue. More 
information about the paper and country selections will be provided. 


 
In analyzing the above topic you will pay attention to the following questions: 


 
What kind of human rights are weak or violated in this country, civil and political, minority, 
or social and economic. Define specific human rights violations with respect to the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights in the United Nations. This section should be short no more 
than one and half pages. And then, analyze these specific human rights that you think are 
very problematic and crucial in that country such as political freedoms, labor rights, minority 
rights, women’s rights and so on mostly focusing on the post-2000 era, until today. Try to 
show cases and examples of these violations. Analyze political, cultural and economic factors 
in that country during this period, that lead to or affect such kind of violations. If these 
violations have been changing, identify which factors have been changing them (i.e., policy, 
laws, democratization, external aid and others). Your analysis will be the essential part of the 
paper. 
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Country Assignments: You will pick a country and a human rights question for analysis in 
that country. You can send the country and human rights issue you picked to the GTA with 
email as soon as possible. The GTA will coordinate your paper topics. Then you will write a 
proposal due on Oct 25. Instructions for the proposal will be announced. If that topic is 
already taken you may be asked to come up with another one. After your topic is decided and 
confirmed by the teacher, if you write a paper on a different topic at the end, the paper will 
not be valid. 


 
 


Rules 
 


 Expected length is 8 pages (cover page is not included; bibliography is included). 
 Use Microsoft Word. 
 Use double spacing, standard margins, and 12-point New Times Roman or Palatino 


Linotype font. 
 Use the citation style of the American Political Science Review. This means reference your 


sources in the text in parenthetical format: “(last name(s) year: page number(s))”. For 
example, (Horowitz 2000, 8–9).” when referring to particular pages. Note how the period 
at the end of the sentence appears AFTER the ending parenthesis.  


 With parenthetical format, use footnotes only if you have something to say that does not fit 
well with the flow of your paper. Use footnotes, not endnotes. 


 You should cite the source every time you use someone else’s arguments, research, or 
quotations (otherwise you are plagiarizing). However, avoid long quotations. Instead try to 
express quotes in your own sentences, still citing them. 


 Number your pages.  
 Align text left. 
 Divide your papers into sections, including introduction, conclusion and bibliography. You 


should have subsections in the body. 
 Grammar and spelling should be correct. 


 
 
 


Sources:  
 
You should use multiple sources for the paper, including a combination of the following: 
 


 Books, book chapters, and journal articles (at least five): Conduct research in the 
relevant databases.   


 Web-site sources (internet):  Please do not use Wikipedia as a web source since they 
can be unreliable. Web sources should be from reliable international organizations 
such as the UN, European Council, Amnesty International, World Bank, and others.  


 Country sources: These include official web-sites of countries, governments, 
organizations, political parties, think tanks, universities, etc. Be sure to refer to 
specific reports and studies as your sources. 
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University Writing Center 


 
University Writing Center 
Colbourn 105 
Satellite Locations: Main Library, Rosen Library & Online 
407-823-2197 
http://uwc.ucf.edu/ 


 
The University Writing Center (UWC) offers writing support to UCF students from first-year 
to graduate in every discipline. Trained peer consultants provide help at every stage of the 
writing process, including understanding assignments, researching, drafting, revising, 
incorporating sources, and learning to proofread and edit. The UWC’s purpose is not merely 
to fix papers or to make better writers, but to teach writers strategies to navigate complex 
situations for writing, both in and outside the University. Consultations are available for 
individuals and small groups. To make the best use of the UWC, visit far enough before your 
due date to allow yourself time to revise after your consultation, browse the writing resources 
on our website, and arrange a regular weekly appointment if you’d like long-term help. You 
may schedule a 45-minute appointment by phone or by using the TutorTrac scheduler on our 
website; walk-in consultations are also available. In addition, the UWC seeks graduate and 
undergraduate tutors from all majors; contact the UWC to learn more about peer writing 
consulting and ENC 4275/5276: Theory & Practice of Tutoring Writing, our three-credit 
tutor-education course. 
 


Campus Resources: You should be aware that help is available if you are struggling with 
this course! First see me, your instructor: I want you to understand the material and would be 
most pleased to help if you are having trouble. Other resources include the Student Academic 
Resource Center (SARC), for supplemental instruction and academic tutoring, and the 
University Writing Center. 


 


UCF Official Syllabus Addendum 


This section contains course policies that are standardized across all UCF courses and are 
supplemental to all UCF course syllabi.  


Embrace Diversity. The University of Central Florida recognizes that our individual 
differences can deepen our understanding of one another and the world around us, rather 
than divide us. In this class, people of all ethnicities, genders and gender identities, 
religions, ages, sexual orientations, disabilities, socioeconomic backgrounds, regions, and 
nationalities are strongly encouraged to share their rich array of perspectives and 
experiences. If you feel your differences may in some way isolate you from UCF's 
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community or if you have a need of any specific accommodations, please speak with the 
instructor early in the semester about your concerns and what we can do together to help 
you become an active and engaged member of our class and community. 


Academic Integrity. The Center for Academic Integrity (CAI) defines academic integrity as 
a commitment, even in the face of adversity, to five fundamental values: honesty, trust, 
fairness, respect, and responsibility. From these values flow principles of behavior that enable 
academic communities to translate ideals into action. 
http://www.academicintegrity.org/icai/assets/FVProject.pdf (Links to an external site.) 


UCF Creed: Integrity, scholarship, community, creativity, and excellence are the core values 
that guide our conduct, performance, and decisions. 


1. Integrity: I will practice and defend academic and personal honesty. 
2. Scholarship: I will cherish and honor learning as a fundamental purpose of my 


membership in the UCF community. 
3. Community: I will promote an open and supportive campus environment by 


respecting the rights and contributions of every individual. 
4. Creativity: I will use my talents to enrich the human experience. 
5. Excellence: I will strive toward the highest standards of performance in any endeavor 


I undertake. 


The following definitions of plagiarism and misuse of sources comes from the Council of 
Writing Program Administrators <http://wpacouncil.org/node/9 (Links to an external site.)+> 
and has been adopted by UCF’s Department of Writing & Rhetoric. 


Plagiarism 


In an instructional setting, plagiarism occurs when a writer deliberately uses someone else’s 
language, ideas, or other original (not common-knowledge) material without acknowledging 
its source. This definition applies to texts published in print or on-line, to manuscripts, and to 
the work of other student writers.  


Misuse of Sources 


A student who attempts (even if clumsily) to identify and credit his or her source, but who 
misuses a specific citation format or incorrectly uses quotation marks or other forms of 
identifying material taken from other sources, has not plagiarized. Instead, such a student 
should be considered to have failed to cite and document sources appropriately.  


Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating 


UCF faculty members have a responsibility for your education and the value of a UCF 
degree, and so seek to prevent unethical behavior and when necessary respond to 
infringements of academic integrity. Penalties can include a failing grade in an assignment or 
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in the course, suspension or expulsion from the university, and/or a "Z Designation" on a 
student's official transcript indicating academic dishonesty, where the final grade for this 
course will be preceded by the letter Z. For more information about the Z Designation, see 
http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgradeLinks to an external site.. 


For more information about UCF's Rules of Conduct, see http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/Links 
to an external site..  


Unauthorized Use of Class Materials 


There are many fraudulent websites claiming to offer study aids to students but are actually 
cheat sites. They encourage students to upload course materials, such as test questions, 
individual assignments, and examples of graded material. Such materials are the intellectual 
property of instructors, the university, or publishers and may not be distributed without prior 
authorization. Students who engage in such activity are in violation of academic conduct 
standards and may face penalties.  


Unauthorized Use of Class Notes 


Faculty have reported errors in class notes being sold by third parties, and the errors may be 
contributing to higher failure rates in some classes. The following is a statement appropriate 
for distribution to your classes or for inclusion on your syllabus: 


Third parties may be selling class notes from this class without my authorization. Please be 
aware that such class materials may contain errors, which could affect your performance or 
grade. Use these materials at your own risk.  


In-Class Recording. Students may, without prior notice, record video or audio of a class 
lecture for a class in which the student is enrolled for their own personal educational use. A 
class lecture is defined as a formal or methodical oral presentation as part of a university 
course intended to present information or teach enrolled students about a particular subject. 
Recording class activities other than class lectures, including but not limited to lab sessions, 
student presentations (whether individually or part of a group), class discussion (except when 
incidental to and incorporated within a class lecture), clinical presentations such as patient 
history, academic exercises involving student participation, test or examination 
administrations, field trips, private conversations between students in the class or between a 
student and the faculty member, and invited guest speakers is prohibited. Recordings may not 
be used as a substitute for class participation and class attendance, and may not be published 
or shared without the written consent of the faculty member. Failure to adhere to these 
requirements may constitute a violation of the University’s Student Code of Conduct as 
described in the Golden Rule. 


Course Accessibility Statement. The University of Central Florida is committed to 
providing access and inclusion for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in 
alternate formats upon request. Students with disabilities who need specific access in this 
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course, such as accommodations, should contact the professor as soon as possible to discuss 
various access options. Students should also connect with Student Accessibility 
ServicesLinks to an external site. (Ferrell Commons, 7F, Room 185, sas@ucf.edu, phone 
(407) 823-2371). Through Student Accessibility Services, a Course Accessibility Letter may 
be created and sent to professors, which informs faculty of potential access and 
accommodations that might be reasonable. 


Campus Safety Statement. Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise in our 
class, we will all need to work together. Everyone should be aware of the surroundings and 
familiar with some basic safety and security concepts. 


 In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance. 
 Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall near 


the door. Please make a note of the guide’s physical location and consider reviewing 
the online version at http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.htmlLinks to an 
external site..  


 Familiarize yourself with evacuation routes from each of your classrooms and have a 
plan for finding safety in case of an emergency. (Insert class-specific details if 
appropriate) 


 If there is a medical emergency during class, we may need to access a first aid kit or 
AED (Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those items are located in 
this building, see http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/workplacesafety.htmlLinks to an external 
site. (click on link from menu on left).  (insert class specific information if 
appropriate) 


 To stay informed about emergency situations, sign up to receive UCF text alerts by 
going to my.ucf.eduLinks to an external site. and logging in.  Click on “Student Self 
Service” located on the left side of the screen in the tool bar, scroll down to the blue 
“Personal Information” heading on your Student Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, 
fill out the information, including your e-mail address, cell phone number, and cell 
phone provider, click “Apply” to save the changes, and then click “OK.” 


 If you have a special need related to emergency situations, please speak with me 
during office hours. 


 Consider viewing this video (You CAN Survive an Active Shooter (Links to an 


external site.) ) about how to manage an active shooter situation 
on campus or elsewhere. 


Deployed Active Duty Military Students. If you are a deployed active duty military student 
and feel that you may need a special accommodation due to that unique status, please contact 
your instructor to discuss your circumstances. 
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Dr. Paul A. Labedz     


Telephone: (407) 582-2227    


Email: Paul.Labedz@ucf.edu 


Office hours: TBA    


         


             


      


COURSE DESCRIPTION 


 


A study of modern ideologies since the French Revolution including (but not limited to) 


liberalism, conservatism, nationalism, fascism and anarchism. 


 


READINGS 


 


The following texts are assigned for this course and are available for purchase at the University 


of Central Florida bookstore.  


 


Baradat, Leon P. Political Ideologies: Their Origins and Impact (Upper Saddle River, NJ: 


Pearson Prentice Hall, 2012) 11th edition. ISBN-10: 0205082386, ISBN-13: 978-0205082384 


 


Festenstein, Matthew and Kenny, Michael, eds., Political Ideologies: A Reader and Guide (New 


York, NY: Oxford University Press, 2005) ISBN-10: 0199248370, ISBN-13: 978-0199248377 


 


 


COURSE ASSIGNMENTS 


 


 Two (2) exams      (50 points each) 


   


 4-6-page Current Affairs Analysis   (50 points) 


Due via Canvas: 2 DEC 2021  


 


 Class participation      (10 points) 


 


EXAMINATIONS 


 


Two (2) essay-style examinations will be given throughout the semester. The exams will contain 


comparative essay questions and/or textual analysis questions. The first exam will cover reading 


and lecture material from topics 1-2; the second exam will cover reading and lecture material 


from topics 3-7. Each exam is worth a maximum of 50 points. 
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CURRENT AFFAIRS ANALYSIS 


 


Students will select a contemporary issue of political salience and explain how two different 


ideological approaches would analyze and describe this issue. The instructor will provide a list of 


topics that students can use to complete the assignment. Students will be allowed to select an 


alternative topic not found on the list of topics, but this will be contingent upon permission being 


granted by the instructor.  A student’s response must be between 4-6 pages, double-spaced. This 


assignment is worth a maximum of 50 points and is due on the last day that our class meets for 


instruction. 


 


GRADING 


The overall grade for the course will be based on the student’s performance on each of the above 


assignments. The maximum number of points a student can acquire is 160.  


The grading scale is based on the following point distributions: 144-160=A, 128-143=B, 112-


142=C, 96-111=D, 0-95= F.  


Grades will not be based on a curve and will reflect the quality of the work submitted.  


No extra credit opportunities will be available for this course. 


 


CLASSROOM POLICIES 


 


ATTENDANCE:  


 


Attendance is strongly recommended. Due to the uncertainty associated with the Covid-19 virus, 


there needs to be flexibility built within attendance policy. Keep in mind, though, that a 


significant amount the material used for assessments in this course comes directly from what is 


introduced during classroom instruction/discussions. 


 


As of Fall 2014, all faculty members are required to document students' academic activity at the 


beginning of each course. In order to document that you began this course, please complete the 


following academic activity by the end of the first week of classes, or as soon as possible after 


adding the course. Failure to do so will result in a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid.  


 


The assigned activity for this course requires students to access UCF webcourses and complete 


the assignment labeled “Student Data Sheet.” The completed data sheet must be submitted to the 


instructor via UCF webcourses prior to the deadline of 27 AUG 2021.  


 


MAKE-UP EXAMS: 


 


All students will be expected to take each of the examinations on the scheduled dates. In the 


event that a student has an excused absence on the date of the exams, he/she will have to take a 


make-up examination on a date and at a location selected by the instructor. Failure to take the 


make-up exam on the rescheduled date will result in a score of 0 for the examination. 







 


ACADEMIC HONESTY: 


 


All forms of academic dishonesty are prohibited at the University of Central Florida.  Academic 


dishonesty in any portion of your coursework (such as plagiarism on the paper or cheating on an 


examination) will result, at the very least, in your being assigned a failing grade for the course. If 


you’re uncertain as to what constitutes cheating or plagiarism or if you have any other concerns 


related to academic dishonesty, be sure to discuss the matter with the instructor. “Better safe than 


sorry” is good advice in matters involving academic integrity. 


 


EXPECTED STUDENT CONDUCT: 


 


The University of Central Florida (UCF) is dedicated not only to the advancement of knowledge 


and learning but is concerned with the development of responsible personal and social conduct.  


By enrolling at UCF, a student assumes the responsibility for becoming familiar with and 


abiding by the general rules of conduct.  The primary responsibility for managing the classroom 


environment rests with the faculty.  Students who engage in any prohibited or unlawful acts that 


result in disruption of a class may be directed by the faculty member to leave the class.   


Violation of any classroom or university rules may lead to disciplinary action up to and including 


expulsion from UCF.   Disciplinary action could include being withdrawn from class, disciplinary 


warning, probation, suspension, expulsion, or other appropriate and authorized actions.   


 


COURSE OBJECTIVE & FORMAT: 


 


The purpose of this course is to familiarize students with the variety of political ideologies that 


have arisen in the Western world since the late 17th century. The course will thus be organized 


around this diversity, which is meant to provide students with the tools necessary to understand 


the application of these ideologies, both historically and in the contemporary world. 


 


In general, the class will be conducted as a mixture of lecture and discussion and will provide the 


student with a forum to raise any questions he/she may have concerning the material covered in 


lectures and in the assigned readings. 


 


COURSE OUTLINE 
 


Here is a week-by-week list of topics, examination dates, and associated readings.   


 


DISCLAIMER: The schedule is subject to change if certain topics prove to require more or less 


time. 


 


 


Topic 1: Introduction to Political Ideology: A framework for analysis. 


 


Readings: Baradat (Hereafter: Text): Chapter 1-2; Festenstein & Kenny (Hereafter: Reader): 


pp. 1-13, 17-20, 27-32, 39-44 


 







 


Topic 2: Liberalism 


 


Readings: Text, Chapters 4-6; Reader: pp. 51-65, 72-90, 99-102. 


 


 


MID-TERM EXAM:  14 OCT 2021 


 


 


Topic 3: Conservatism 


 


Readings:  Text, 96-99; Reader: pp. 119-131, 150-168,172-175 


 


 


Topic 4: Socialism 


 


Readings: Text, Chapters: 8-9; Reader: pp. 175-218, 223-229, 233-246  


 


 


Topic 5: Nationalism & Fascism 


 


Readings: Text, Chapters 3 & 10; Reader: pp. 257-265, 271-274, 276-279, 381-390, 394-398 


 


 


Topic 6: Anarchism 


 


Readings: Text, Chapter 7; Reader: pp. 353-369, 375-381 


 


 


Topic 7: Feminism and Environmentalism 


 


Readings:  Text, Chapter 12; Reader: Chapters 6-7 


 


 


FINAL EXAM: THURSDAY, 9 DEC 2020 from 1-350PM  


 


 


I hope you enjoy the class and feel free to contact me if you have any questions. 


 


SPECIAL RULES: 


 


In accordance with state and federal law, instructors at the University of Central Florida cannot 


release information relating to the academic performance of students to persons other than the 


staff without the student’s written consent. In order for this information to be given out at request 


of a third party, the student must first sign a consent form to release their educational records.  
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Judicial Process and Politics 


Roger Handberg  
 


Instructor Contact:                                                                 


Instructor Roger Handberg 
Office Phillips Hall 302 
Office  
Hours 


10:00-11:30 MTW by phone; otherwise email 
for information and questions 


Phone 407-823-2608 
Class  


E-mail outside Canvas roger.handberg@ucf.edu 


 


Course Overview: 


Official Catalog Course Description: "Study of the formal and informal judicial 
process. Legal culture, bureaucratic model, judicial recruitment and outputs, 
comparative judicial behavior." 


Within this course, students are introduced to the various groups, subcultures, 
organizations and processes found within the legal system along with its associated 
governmental and social structures. The analytic focus is upon the judge, the 
judicial process itself, and the factors that impinge upon both. Several theories and 
models of that decisional process will be presented along with some analysis of the 
extent to which court decisions are obeyed by those supposedly bound to obey the 
court's decision. The traditional view is that courts need not concern themselves 
with such questions as to whether actual compliance with court decisions occurs or 
not. Reality however is more complex where court decisions are often ignored or 
subverted into something very different from the court's original decision. Law is 
seen here as one of the several competing pressures upon participants before the 
court and the judges themselves. Participants are defined to include both legal 
practitioners, individuals as plaintiffs, defendants, witnesses and jury members 
along with court staff including the judge. Judges work within work groups whose 
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membership consists of the judge, court staff, attorneys in various roles plus 
outside participants such as parole and probation officers and the police. In fact, in 
some circumstances, the law may not be the major influence upon the process 
especially in the criminal justice area where informal processes often operate in 
ways that exclude the public in order to further institutional goals such as caseload 
management and public relations. Legal policy is contested both when the laws are 
written and later enforced. The results often are much different than the original 
intent of the law's creators. The discrepancy can be most obvious in criminal cases 
where the defendant receives little or no punishment across a variety of cases. 


Court systems are politically created, their task is social control which means the 
question of what courts do and who becomes the judges remain controversial 
questions. Deciding what the best court system is has been a much debated 
question over the years. The question becomes one of balancing off the demands 
for public involvement in the courts and the need to preserve judicial 
independence. The difficulties of legal reform are explored using Florida are one 
example of that process. This state has been a major player in national judicial 
reform issues - a fact that caused some difficulty when the public abruptly rejected 
those efforts. For example, in November 2000, a proposed change in how Florida's 
state trial court judges are selected was rejected overwhelmingly by the Florida 
electorate. Later in 2001, the Republican led Florida legislature changed the 
process of judicial selection due to their anger concerning the Florida Supreme 
Court's role in 2000 presidential election. Their changes gave greater power to the 
then governor, Jeb Bush, whose brother's election to the presidency in 2000 had 
been put in doubt by the Florida Supreme Court. Those participants left office but 
the enhanced power of the governor to influence which judges are selected remains 
unaffected. Reforms made to the legal system often have long life spans in terms of 
their impact. Judicial appointments can last long after the original accession to 
office. You see that in Governor DeSantis's appointments that have completely 
reshaping the Florida Supreme Court.  The new conservative justices are reversing 
precedents and expanding others in directions opposite that of the previous court. 


The United States Supreme Court (USSC) will be examined in order to identify the 
exercise of justice discretion in making decisions and the possibilities for court 
leadership by the Chief Justice and other justices. In addition, much energy is 
expended on the important question of who should become a federal judge. 
Confirmation hearings have in some instances turned into public ordeals as 
interested parties clashed over the question of candidate qualifications and fitness 
to serve. The reason for all this commotion is simple, Americans do believe it 
matters who becomes a federal judge. The USSC will be one vehicle through 







which social science and legal perspectives are used to explain why and on what 
basis justices (judges generally) make decisions. Finally, we will look at the law 
and the courts as mechanisms through which social and political change occurs. 
Courts do impact the development of the law and the trends inside the society but 
their influence is normally indirect and long term. 


 


Required Text: 


• Robert A. Carp, Kenneth L. Manning, Lisa M. Holmes, and Robert Stidham 
- Judicial Process in America (11th ed). References as "text" in the modules 
when assigning readings from the text. 


Assigned readings from the textbook are indicated in the Modules. Additional 
materials are linked to the class website for student review. Students are 
responsible for making sure they read all such assignment materials since all of 
those will be tested during the two examinations or three assignments. Be aware 
when modules open, so you need to read them even if no written assignment or 
discussion appears for that module. All materials can appear on the exams. 


 


Course Grade Structure: 


• Examinations:  
o 1st examination - 20% 
o 2nd examination - 20% 


• Module Assignments:  
o Assignment 1 - 20%   
o Assignment 2 - 20%  
o Assignment 3 - 20% 


 


Financial Aid Assignment: 


There is a Financial Aid Assignment that all students receiving financial aid must 
complete in a timely manner in order to verify their attendance in the course, go to 
the Assignments tab to locate that requirement. Failure to complete this assignment 
could lead to you being required to immediately repay loans or not receive your 







financial aid. This is a federal requirement being enforced at UCF through 
Financial Aid.  


  
 


Examinations: 


No makeup examinations are given except for the last examination. All students 
must take the last examination, no exceptions. Examinations may be a combination 
of short answer and essay.  but are usually essay format. The exact mix may vary 
from examination to examination. Specific materials to be covered on a specific 
examination will be announced by the instructor through a class email prior to the 
examination date. Students are responsible for all materials including readings 
posted on the web site. Essay exams require writing in terms of sentences and 
paragraphs, not mere lists unexplained. Simply copying and posting materials from 
the course modules or other locations does not constitute an essay answer. Proper 
grammar and spelling is expected. 


 


Assignments: 


The assignments referenced above refer to assignments posted on the course 
website. These assignments involve reading materials and then answering in the 
form of short essays specific questions regarding courts and law. Assignment 
answers are uploaded as Word documents to the Assignment function of the 
course. Late assignments are graded down a letter grade a day if late. Missed 
assignments will not be made up. This means the Assignment function will not 
be reopened to allow completing late assignments barring very unusual and 
verifiable circumstances. Assignments must be in MS Word, minimum of 
1200 words, and at least 5 references, no abstracts of your essay are allowed 
since that is simply padding your word count. Submission of assignments in 
other than Word is not allowed, the second time; you will receive a zero for 
the assignment. NOTE: Wikipedia is not an acceptable reference, if used, it 
will result in a failing grade (zero) for that assignment. Note all quotes must 
have a reference identifying where it came from, failure to do so can result in 
points reduction. Proper grammar and spelling is expected. 


Proper citation is important especially since I reserve the right to check on your 
cite as to its relevance and accuracy. In other words, do not list references you have 







not read. Be aware, I read all assignments and exams, not a graduate teaching 
assistant, this takes time so be patient while I am grading. 


Formatting for Assignments, proposals and papers: 


Papers should be 10 or 12 point font, double space or 1.5 space between sentences. 
Must provide page numbers in assignments. Use APA format as described in 
UCF Library resources, do not provide an abstract: https://guides.ucf.edu/apaLinks 
to an external site. 


All  web references must include the website's URL and the date you accessed the 
website. Proper citation is important especially since I reserve the right to check on 
your cite as to relevance and accuracy. Do not list references you have not read. 


 


Course grading: 


Grades in this course will employ only standard letter grades, A, B, C, D, F, with 
no "minuses" or "pluses." 


 


Participation in Class Discussion Topics: 


Several Class Discussion Topics are posted for students to discuss issues related to 
the course. Constructive participation in such discussions can count as part of the 
student's participation portion of the course but not explicit points. Such 
participation can make the difference between what grade the student receives. 
Constructive refers to comments adding the discussion not tirades on some issue 
that the individual is emotional concerning and wishes to vent on others in the 
class. 


Golden Rule: Students are expected to be aware of the University Golden Rule 
especially those provisions related to plagiarism. If not, go to: UCF-5.015 
Student Academic Behavior Standards for the appropriate passages, the entire 
document is accessible through the UCF website. Furthermore, the instructor 
reserves the right to submit assignments to Turnitin.com in cases of suspected 
plagarism or other cheating. 
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 N.B.The instructor reserves the right to amend this syllabus and course 
schedule due to changing circumstances and other problems that arise during 
the semester. Changes will be posted to the course website. The forums are 
linked to specific questions identified in the modules.  Those announcements 
can include changes in the course requirements or other items of interest.  


Other applicable University Policies are listed below: 


Academic Integrity 


Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of ConductLinks to an 
external site.. According to Section 1, “Academic Misconduct,” students are 
prohibited from engaging in 


1. Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, 
information or study aids in any academic exercise unless specifically 
authorized by the instructor of record. The unauthorized possession of 
examination or course-related material also constitutes cheating. 


2. Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral means: 
The presentation of material which has not been studied or learned, but 
rather was obtained through someone else’s efforts and used as part of an 
examination, course assignment, or project. 


3. Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to 
another person, student, and/or uploading course material to a third-party 
vendor without authorization or without the express written permission of 
the university and the instructor. Course materials include but are not limited 
to class notes, Instructor’s PowerPoints, course syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, 
instruction sheets, homework, study guides, handouts, etc. 


4. Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work. 
5. Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of 


the source, thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is 
the student’s own. 


6. Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more 
than once without the express written permission of the instructor. 


7. Helping another violate academic behavior standards. 


For more information about Academic Integrity, students may consult The Center 
for Academic Integrity (Links to an external site.). 
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For more information about plagiarism and misuse of sources, see “Defining and 
Avoiding Plagiarism: The WPA Statement on Best Practices (Links to an external 
site.).”  


Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating 


Students should also familiarize themselves with the procedures for academic 
misconduct in UCF’s student handbook, The Golden RuleLinks to an external site.. 
UCF faculty members have a responsibility for students’ education and the value 
of a UCF degree, and so seek to prevent unethical behavior and when necessary 
respond to academic misconduct. Penalties can include a failing grade in an 
assignment or in the course, suspension or expulsion from the university, and/or a 
“Z Designation” on a student’s official transcript indicating academic dishonesty, 
where the final grade for this course will be preceded by the letter Z. For more 
information about the Z Designation, click hereLinks to an external site..  


Course Accessibility Statement 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion 
for all persons with disabilities. Students with disabilities who need disability-
related access in this course should contact the professor as soon as possible. 
Students should also connect with Student Accessibility Services (SAS) 
<http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/> (Ferrell Commons 185, sas@ucf.edu, phone 407-823-
2371). Through Student Accessibility Services, a Course Accessibility Letter may 
be created and sent to professors, which informs faculty of potential access and 
accommodations that might be reasonable. Determining reasonable access and 
accommodations requires consideration of the course design, course learning 
objectives and the individual academic and course barriers experienced by the 
student. 


Campus Safety Statement informational purposes 


Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise during class, everyone 
needs to work together. Students should be aware of their surroundings and 
familiar with some basic safety and security concepts.   


In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance. 


Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall 
near the door. Students should make a note of the guide’s physical location and 
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review the online version at http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.htmlLinks 
to an external site.. 


Students should know the evacuation routes from each of their classrooms and 
have a plan for finding safety in case of an emergency. 


If there is a medical emergency during class, students may need to access a first-
aid kit or AED (Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those are 
located, see http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/workplacesafety.htmlLinks to an external 
site. (click on link from menu on left). 


To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF 
text alerts by going to ucf.eduLinks to an external site. and logging in. Click on 
“Student Self Service” located on the left side of the screen in the toolbar, scroll 
down to the blue “Personal Information” heading on the Student Center screen, 
click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the information, including e-mail address, cell phone 
number, and cell phone provider, click “Apply” to save the changes, and then click 
“OK.” 


Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their 
instructors outside of class. 


To learn about how to manage an active-shooter situation on campus or elsewhere, 


consider viewing this video (Links to an external site.) . 


Campus Safety Statement for Students in Online-Only Courses  


Though most emergency situations are primarily relevant to courses that meet in 
person, such incidents can also impact online students, either when they are on or 
near campus to participate in other courses or activities or when their course work 
is affected by off-campus emergencies. The following policies apply to courses in 
online modalities.  


To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF 
text alerts by going to ucf.eduLinks to an external site. and logging in. Click on 
“Student Self Service” located on the left side of the screen in the toolbar, scroll 
down to the blue “Personal Information” heading on the Student Center screen, 
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click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the information, including e-mail address, cell phone 
number, and cell phone provider, click “Apply” to save the changes, and then click 
“OK.” 


Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their 
instructors outside of class. 


Make-Up Assignments for Authorized University Events or Co-curricular 
Activities 


Students who represent the university in an authorized event or activity (for 
example, student-athletes) and who are unable to meet a course deadline due to a 
conflict with that event must provide the instructor with documentation in advance 
to arrange a make-up. No penalty will be applied. For more information, see the 
UCF policyLinks to an external site..  


Religious Observances 


Students must notify their instructor in advance if they intend to miss class for a 
religious observance. For more information, see the UCF policyLinks to an 
external site.. 


Deployed Active Duty Military Students 


Students who are deployed active duty military and/or National Guard personnel 
and require accommodation should contact their instructors as soon as possible 
after the semester begins and/or after they receive notification of deployment to 
make related arrangements. 


Turnitin.com may used if excessive cheating is suspected 


In this course we may utilize turnitin.com, an automated system which instructors 
can use to quickly and easily compare each student's assignment with billions of 
web sites, as well as an enormous database of student papers that grows with each 
submission. Accordingly, you may be expected to submit assignments in electronic 
format. After the assignment is processed, as an instructor I receive a report from 
turnitin.com that states if and how another author's work was used in the 
assignment. For a more detailed look at this process, visit 
http://www.turnitin.com (Links to an external site.) 
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 Judicial Process & Politics 


Fall 2021 


 Schedule/Syllabus 


  


Module 
number 


Module 
Name 


Date 
Open 


Date Close Assignment 


Module 0 Getting 
Started 


August 
23rd 


September 8th 
by 11 pm 


Complete items in 
Module 0 including 
posting web 
annotation and 
completing 
Introductory 
Assignment; 







Financial 
Aid 
Verification 


Financial 
Aid 
Verification 


 August 
23rd 


August 30th 
at 11pm 


complete Financial 
Aid Verification by 
August 30th, do not 
ignore may lead to 
financial aid issues. 
Complete even if 
past due date. 


Module 1 Introduction  August 
23rd 


September 
10th at 11pm 


Read assigned 
materials 


Module 2 Repeat 
Players vs. 
One Shot 
Players 


 September 
11th 


September 
18th at 11pm 


Read assigned 
materials and respond 
to discussion group: 
Do Repeat Players 
Truly Dominate? 


Assignment 
1 


Assignment 
1 


August 23rd   September 
25th   by 11 
pm 


Turn Assignment 1 
in through 
Assignments page 







Module 3 Federal 
Courts 


September 
19th 


September 
29th by 11 pm 


Complete assigned 
readings 


Module 4 State Courts September 
30th 


October 8th at 
11 pm 


Complete assigned 
readings 


First Exam Exam 1 October 
9th 


October 11th 
by 11 pm 


Complete exam on 
line 


Module 5 Supreme 
Court 
Nominations 


October 
12th 


October 19th 
by 11 pm 


Complete readings 
and work on 
Assignment 2 


Assignment 
2 


Assignment 
2 


September 
19th 


October 19th 
by 11 pm 


Turned in through 
Assignments tab 







Module 6 Legal 
Profession 


October 
20th 


October 29th 
by 11 pm 


Complete assigned 
readings and respond 
to discussion group: 
“Individuals should 
be able to have 
anyone defend them 
in court, not just 
lawyers?” 


Module 7 Lobbying 
the Courts 


October 
30th 


November  7th 
by 11 pm 


Complete assigned 
readings 


Module 8 Judicial 
Power 


November 
8th 


November 
20th by 11 pm 


complete  Assignment 
3 


Assignment 
3 


Assignment October 
20th 


November 
20th at 11pm 


Assignment 3 turned 
in through 
Assignments tab 







Module 9 Judicial 
Policy 
Making: 
Success or 
Failure 


November 
21st 


December 3 
by 11 pm 


Complete readings 
and respond to 
discussion group: “An 
imperial judiciary is a 
great danger to 
American 
democracy?” 


2nd Exam Exam 2 December 
4th 


  December 
6th by 11 pm 


Complete exam on 
line 
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UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL FLORIDA 
POS4903H-0203: HONORS DIRECTED READING I 


FALL 2021 
 


Faculty Mentor Myunghee Kim 


Department School of Politics, Security and International Affairs 


Office PH311f 


Phone 407-823-2608 


Email Myunghee.kim@ucf.edu 


 


 


Credit hours 3 


Course Description The student will work to refine her research paper by extending her 
literature review and beginning to do some data analysis work in 
preparation. 


Learning Outcomes Over the semester, the student will develop critical thinking skills, 
strengthen her ability to formulate appropriate research questions, 
evaluate primary and secondary literature sources, find appropriate 
data sources, and improve knowledge of academic writing 
conventions of the discipline. 


Meeting Location Online (zoom) 


Meeting Frequency Weekly (Meeting: every Wednesday 3pm, submission: every 
Monday noon) 


Requirements Weekly papers 


Grade S/U 


 


Schedule 


Week Due 


1 Introduction 


2 Literature review 1 


3 Literature review 2, Research proposal due 


4 Literature review 3, Revise proposal 


5 Literature review 4, Tentative bibliography due 


6 Literature review 5 







2 


7 Literature review 6, data collection 


8 Literature review 7, data collection 


9 Literature review 8, data collection 


10 Literature review 9, data collection 


11 Research paper draft due 


12 Revision 


13 Revision 


14 Final paper due 


15  


 


Campus Resources 


 
University Writing Center 
 
The University Writing Center (UWC) offers writing support to students from first-year to 
graduate in every discipline. Tutors provide help at every stage of the writing process, 
including understanding assignments, researching, drafting, revising, incorporating sources, 
and learning to proofread and edit. The UWC’s purpose is not merely to fix or edit papers, but 
to teach writing strategies that can be applied to any writing situation. Consultations are 
available for individuals and small groups. You may schedule a 45-minute appointment by 
clicking the Success Resources tab on Webcourses, calling the UWC at 407-823-2197, or 
through the UWC website, http://uwc.cah.ucf.edu. 
 
Library Resources 
 
Since conducting research requires literature searches and reviews, you are expected to know 
how to use the library's resources. If you are not familiar with using the library, please ask for 
assistance from the library's personnel, take workshops provided by the library, or visit the 
library's website (http://library.ucf.edu). 
 


University Policies 
 
Academic Integrity 
Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of Conduct at 
<http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/process/roc>. According to Section 1, “Academic Misconduct,” 
students are prohibited from engaging in 
1. Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, 
information or study aids in any academic exercise unless specifically authorized by the 
instructor of record. The unauthorized possession of examination or course-related material 
also constitutes cheating. 



http://uwc.cah.ucf.edu/

http://library.ucf.edu/
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2. Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral means: The 
presentation of material which has not been studied or learned, but rather was obtained 
through someone else’s efforts and used as part of an examination, course assignment, or 
project. 
3. Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to another person, 
student, and/or uploading course material to a third-party vendor without authorization or 
without the express written permission of the university and the instructor. Course materials 
include but are not limited to class notes, Instructor’s PowerPoints, course syllabi, tests, 
quizzes, labs, instruction sheets, homework, study guides, handouts, etc. 
4. Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work. 
5. Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the 
source, thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s own. 
6. Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than once 
without the express written permission of the instructor. 
7. Helping another violate academic behavior standards. 
For more information about Academic Integrity, consult the International Center for 
Academic Integrity <http://academicintegrity.org>. 
For more information about plagiarism and misuse of sources, see “Defining and Avoiding 
Plagiarism: The WPA Statement on Best Practices” <http://wpacouncil.org/node/9>. 
 
Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating 
Students should also familiarize themselves with the procedures for academic misconduct in 
UCF’s student handbook, The Golden Rule 
<http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/docs/goldenrule.pdf>. UCF faculty members have a 
responsibility for students’ education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to prevent 
unethical behavior and when necessary respond to academic misconduct. Penalties can 
include a failing grade in an assignment or in the course, suspension or expulsion from the 
university, and/or a “Z Designation” on a student’s official transcript indicating academic 
dishonesty, where the final grade for this course will be preceded by the letter Z. For more 
information about the Z Designation, see <http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade>. 
 
Course Accessibility Statement 
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all 
persons with disabilities. Students with disabilities who need access to course content due to 
course design limitations should contact the professor as soon as possible. Students should 
also connect with Student Accessibility Services (SAS) <http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/> (Ferrell 
Commons 185, sas@ucf.edu, phone 407-823-2371). For students connected with SAS, a 
Course Accessibility Letter may be created and sent to professors, which informs faculty of 
potential course access and accommodations that might be necessary and reasonable. 
Determining reasonable access and accommodations requires consideration of the course 
design, course learning objectives and the individual academic and course barriers 
experienced by the student. Further conversation with SAS, faculty and the student may be 
warranted to ensure an accessible course experience. 
 
Campus Safety Statement 
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Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise during class, everyone needs to work 
together. Students should be aware of their surroundings and familiar with some basic safety 
and security concepts. 
• In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance. 
• Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall near 
the door. Students should make a note of the guide’s physical location and review the online 
version at <http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html>. 
• Students should know the evacuation routes from each of their classrooms and have a 
plan for finding safety in case of an emergency. 
• If there is a medical emergency during class, students may need to access a first-aid kit 
or AED (Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those are located, see 
<http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/AEDlocations-UCF> (click on link from menu on left). 
• To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text 
alerts by going to <https://my.ucf.edu> and logging in. Click on “Student Self Service” 
located on the left side of the screen in the toolbar, scroll down to the blue “Personal 
Information” heading on the Student Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the 
information, including e-mail address, cell phone number, and cell phone provider, click 
“Apply” to save the changes, and then click “OK.” 
• Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their 
instructors outside of class. 
• To learn about how to manage an active-shooter situation on campus or elsewhere, 
consider viewing this video (<https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk>). 
 
Campus Safety Statement for Students in Online-Only Courses 
Though most emergency situations are primarily relevant to courses that meet in person, such 
incidents can also impact online students, either when they are on or near campus to 
participate in other courses or activities or when their course work is affected by off-campus 
emergencies. The following policies apply to courses in online modalities. 
• To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text 
alerts by going to <https://my.ucf.edu> and logging in. Click on “Student Self Service” 
located on the left side of the screen in the toolbar, scroll down to the blue “Personal 
Information” heading on the Student Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the 
information, including e-mail address, cell phone number, and cell phone provider, click 
“Apply” to save the changes, and then click “OK.” 
• Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their 
instructors outside of class. 
 
Deployed Active Duty Military Students 
Students who are deployed active duty military and/or National Guard personnel and require 
accommodation should contact their instructors as soon as possible after the semester begins 
and/or after they receive notification of deployment to make related arrangements. 
Make-Up Assignments for Authorized University Events or Co-curricular Activities  
Students who represent the university in an authorized event or activity (for example, student-
athletes) and who are unable to meet a course deadline due to a conflict with that event must 
provide the instructor with documentation in advance to arrange a make-up. No penalty will 
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be applied. For more information, see the UCF policy at <http://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-
401.2MakeUpAssignmentsorAuthUnivEventsorCocurricularActivities.pdf> 
 
Religious Observances 
Students must notify their instructor in advance if they intend to miss class for a religious 
observance. For more information, see the UCF policy at <http://regulations.ucf.edu/chapter5/ 
documents/5.020ReligiousObservancesFINALJan19.pdf>. 
 


Make-Up Assignments for Authorized University Events or Co-curricular Activities 


Students who represent the university in an authorized event or activity (for example, student-
athletes) and who are unable to meet a course deadline due to a conflict with that event must 
provide the instructor with documentation in advance to arrange a make-up. No penalty will be 
applied. For more information, see the UCF policy at <https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-
401.pdf> 


Religious Observances 


Students must notify their instructor in advance if they intend to miss class for a religious 
observance. For more information, see the UCF policy at 
<http://regulations.ucf.edu/chapter5/documents/5.020ReligiousObservancesFINALJan19.pdf>. 


 


Regarding COVID-19 


To protect members of our community, everyone is required to wear a facial covering inside all 
common spaces including classrooms 
(https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/PolicyEmergencyCOVIDReturnPolicy.pdf). Students who 
choose not to wear facial coverings will be asked to leave the classroom by the instructor. If they 
refuse to leave the classroom or put on a facial covering, they may be considered disruptive 
(please see the Golden Rule for student behavior expectations). Faculty have the right to cancel 
class if the safety and well-being of class members are in jeopardy. Students will be responsible 
for the material that would have been covered in class as provided by the instructor.    


Depending on the course of the pandemic during the semester, the university may make changes 
to the way classes are offered. If that happens, please look for announcements or messages in 
Webcourses@UCF or Knights email about changes specific to this course. 


COVID-19 and Illness Notification – Students who believe they may have a COVID-19 
diagnosis should contact UCF Student Health Services (407-823-2509) so proper contact tracing 
procedures can take place. 


Students should not come to campus if they are ill, are experiencing any symptoms of COVID-
19, have tested positive for COVID, or if anyone living in their residence has tested positive or is 
sick with COVID-19 symptoms. CDC guidance for COVID-19 symptoms is located here: 
(https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html) 



https://fctl.ucf.edu/teaching-resources/course-design/syllabus-statements/

https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-401.pdf

https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-401.pdf

https://fctl.ucf.edu/teaching-resources/course-design/syllabus-statements/

http://regulations.ucf.edu/chapter5/documents/5.020ReligiousObservancesFINALJan19.pdf

https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/PolicyEmergencyCOVIDReturnPolicy.pdf)

https://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
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Students should contact their instructor(s) as soon as possible if they miss class for any illness 
reason to discuss reasonable adjustments that might need to be made. When possible, students 
should contact their instructor(s) before missing class. 


In Case of Faculty Illness – If the instructor falls ill during the semester, there may be changes 
to this course, including having a backup instructor take over the course. Please look for 
announcements or mail in Webcourses@UCF or Knights email for any alterations to this course. 


Course Accessibility and Disability COVID-19 Supplemental Statement – Accommodations 
may need to be added or adjusted should this course shift from an on-campus to a remote format. 
Students with disabilities should speak with their instructor and should contact sas@ucf.edu to 
discuss specific accommodations for this or other courses. 


 



mailto:sas@ucf.edu



		Make-Up Assignments for Authorized University Events or Co-curricular Activities

		Religious Observances






CPO4514.0W61: Politics of East Asia 
School of Politics, Security, and International Affairs 


3 Credit Hours 


Professor Information  
• Professor: Myunghee Kim  
• Office Location: Online 
• Office Hours: Online (MW 2:00-4:00pm) 
• Phone: 407-823-2608 
• Digital Contact: myunghee.kim@ucf.edu 


Teaching Assistants  


• GTA(s): Augustine Larmin 
• Email: Webcourses@UCF messaging 


Course Information 
• Term: Fall 2021 
• Course Number & Section: CPO4514-0W61 
• Course Name: Politics of East Politics 
• Credit Hours: 3 
• Course Modality: W 
• Prerequisites: ENC1102 or POS2041 or CI 


  


Course Description 
Major trends in political, economic, and socio-cultural aspects in the East Asian region. 


Course Materials and Resources 


Required Textbook 
• Lim, Timothy C. 2014. Politics in East Asia: Explaining Change & Continuity. Lynne 


Rienner: Boulder, CO (ISBN: 9781626370555). 
• Kim, Claire Jean. 1999. “The Racial Triangulation of Asian Americans.” Politics and 


Society 27, 1: 105-38 
(https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/0032329299027001005.) 



https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/0032329299027001005





• King, Gary, Robert R. Keohane, and Sidney Verba (KKV).  Designing Social Inquiry: 
Scientific Inference in Qualitative Research.  Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 
1994.  Ch. 1 “The Science in Social Science” (pp. 3-33).  Available via library website as 
an e-book. 
https://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctt7sfxj.4?refreqid=excelsior%3A02d054bf7cc73bbaf5389
dfc7fa0bb41&seq=1#metadata_info_tab_contents 


• Chu, Yun-han, Larry Diamond, Andrew J. Nathan, and Doh Chull Shin. Eds. 2008. How 
East Asians View Democracy. New York: Columbia University Press. Ch. 1 
“Introduction: Comparative Perspectives on Democratic Legitimacy in East Asia” (pp. 1-
38) https://columbia.degruyter.com/view/title/515686 


• Chu, Yun-han, Larry Diamond, Andrew J. Nathan, and Doh Chull Shin. Eds. 2008. How 
East Asians View Democracy. New York: Columbia University Press. Ch. 10 
“Conclusion: Values, Regime Performance, and Democratic Consolidation” (pp. 238-
257) https://columbia.degruyter.com/view/title/515686 


Student Learning Outcomes 
Comparative Politics 4514, Politics of East Asia, explores the historical background and 
developmental trend concerning East Asia. The course specifically analyzes the major trends in 
political, economic, and socio-cultural aspects in the East Asian region, and identifies the major 
factors that will influence the future development of the East Asian region. To achieve the goal, 
the course will investigate East Asian politics by analyzing, largely, four aspects: 


• democratization and its process in the region, by focusing on political structures, political 
parties, governments, and their performance 


• economic development and its interacting role with domestic political arena as well as 
international societies, e.g., geopolitics in that region 


• unique historical-cultural influence on developmental processes, specifically on the 
societies and social group formation 


• behavior, particularly mass participation and the role of political leaders as well as 
military, and human right concern in that region. 


Course Activities 
• twelve quizzes (5% each) and one final exam (25%) 
• one critical review paper (10%) 
• two documentary review papers (2.5% each) 
• The student should have regular access to the internet and plan on logging into the course 


at least twice each week, or students should plan on at least five hours’ worth of 
homework outside of class each week. 


Quiz Review 
After you finish each quiz, you have one chance to see which one you answered wrong. 
Accordingly, after each quiz, make sure you review those questions. 



https://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctt7sfxj.4?refreqid=excelsior%3A02d054bf7cc73bbaf5389dfc7fa0bb41&seq=1#metadata_info_tab_contents

https://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctt7sfxj.4?refreqid=excelsior%3A02d054bf7cc73bbaf5389dfc7fa0bb41&seq=1#metadata_info_tab_contents

https://columbia.degruyter.com/view/title/515686

https://columbia.degruyter.com/view/title/515686





Make-up Exams and Assignments 


• Do not miss quizzes and exams. Without instructor’s prior permission to a specific 
student and without official documents, there will be no make-up examinations. 


• Late submissions are discouraged. Assignments submitted after the due date will be 
penalized by a deduction of one letter grade, and the deduction is accumulated by each 
class day. No work will be accepted more than a week after the due date. 


• You have one submission for each assignment. Only Word (docx.) and pdf files are 
accepted. All other forms of submission will not be considered. 


• Students who add this class later have a full responsibility to catch up with materials and 
announcements that they missed. 


Extra Credit 


• No extra credit assignments will be permitted. 


Assessment and Grading Procedures 


Assignment Percentage of Grade 


Critical review paper 10% 


Documentary reaction papers 2.5% (each) = 5% 
Quizzes 1-12 5% (each) = 60% 


Final exam 25% 


Total 100% 


  


Letter Grade Points 
A 90-100 
B 80-89 
C 70-79 
D 60-69 
F 59 or below 


  







Course Schedule 


Topic Assignments Open Close 


Getting started 
Two truths and one lie 
introduction (financial aid 
requirement) 


Aug. 23, 12am 


  
Aug. 27, 11:59pm 


Module 1: Introduction, 
Research design 


KKV, Ch. 1: Lim, Ch. 1 


Quiz 1 


Aug. 23, 12am 


Sept. 2, 8am 


  


Sept. 2, 11:59pm 
Module 2: Developmental 
theory, Neoliberalism, 
Structuralism 


Lim, Ch. 2 (pp. 33-56) 


Quiz 2 


Sept. 2, 12am 


Sept. 9, 8am 


  


Sept. 9, 11:59pm 


Module 3: Marxist/Neo-
Marxist approach 


Lim, Ch. 2 (pp. 66-77) 


Quiz 3 


Sept. 9, 12am 


Sept. 16, 8am 


  


Sept. 16, 11:59pm 


Module 4: Colonials 
experience 


Lim, Ch. 3 


Quiz 4 


Reaction paper 1 


Sept. 16, 12am 


Sept. 23, 8am 


Sept. 20, 8am 


  


Sept. 23, 11:59pm 


Oct. 4, 11:59pm 


Module 5: Nationalism 


Lim, Ch. 4 


Quiz 5 


Reaction paper 2 


Sept. 23, 12am 


Sept. 30, 8am 


Sept. 23, 8am 


  


Sept. 30, 11:59pm 


Oct. 11, 11:59pm 


Module 6: Political 
development 


Lim, Ch. 5 


Quiz 6 


Sept. 30, 12am 


Oct. 7, 8am 


  


Oct. 7, 11:59pm 


Module 7: Relationship with 
international economy 


Lim, Ch. 6 


Quiz 7 


Oct. 7, 12am 


Oct. 14, 8am 


  


Oct. 14, 11:59pm 


Module 8: Elections and 
political institutions 


Chu, et al, Ch. 1 


Quiz 8 


Article review paper 


Oct. 14, 12am 


Oct. 21, 8am 


Oct. 21, 8am 


  


Oct. 21, 11:59pm 


Nov. 4, 11:59pm 


Module 9: Political actors 
behind economic policies 


Lim, Ch. 6 


Quiz 9 


Oct. 28, 12am 


Nov. 4, 8am 


  


Nov. 4, 11:59pm 


Module 10: “Asian Value” 
and human rights 


Chu, et al, Ch. 10 


Quiz 10 


Nov. 4, 12am 


Nov. 11, 8am 


  


Nov. 11, 11:59pm 







Module 11: Future of East 
Asian democracy 


Lim, Ch. 7 


Quiz 11 


Nov. 11, 12am 


Nov. 18, 8am 


  


Nov. 18, 11:59pm 


Module 12: New challenges 
Lim, Chs. 8, 9 


Quiz 12 


Nov. 18, 12am 


Dec. 5, 8am 


  


Dec. 5, 11:59pm 
Final exam   Dec. 9, 8am Dec. 9, 11:59pm 


* Modules themselves open earlier and close later than quizzes. See module schedules. 


  


University Services and Resources 


Academic Services and Resources 


A list of available academic support and learning services is available at UCF Student Services. 
Click on "Academic Support and Learning Services" on the right-hand side to filter.   


Non-Academic Services and Resources 


A list of non-academic support and services is also available at UCF Student Services. Click 
on "Support" on the right-hand side to filter.   


If you are a UCF Online student, please consult the UCF Online Student Guidelines for more 
information about your access to non-academic services. 


Policy Statements 


Academic Integrity 


Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of Conduct. According to Section 1, 
"Academic Misconduct," students are prohibited from engaging in: 


• Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information 
or study aids in any academic exercise unless specifically authorized by the instructor of 
record. The unauthorized possession of examination or course-related material also 
constitutes cheating. 


• Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral means: The 
presentation of material which has not been studied or learned, but rather was obtained 
through someone else’s efforts and used as part of an examination, course assignment, or 
project. 


• Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to another person, 
student, and/or uploading course material to a third-party vendor without authorization or 



https://www.ucf.edu/services/

https://www.ucf.edu/services/

https://www.ucf.edu/online/resources/guidelines/

http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/process/roc





without the express written permission of the university and the instructor. Course 
materials include but are not limited to class notes, Instructor’s PowerPoints, course 
syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, instruction sheets, homework, study guides, handouts, etc. 


• Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work. 
• Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the source, 


thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s own. 
• Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than once 


without the express written permission of the instructor. 
• Helping another violate academic behavior standards. 


For more information about Academic Integrity, students may consult The Center for Academic 
Integrity. 


For more information about plagiarism and misuse of sources, see “Defining and Avoiding 
Plagiarism: The WPA Statement on Best Practices”. 


Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating 


Students should also familiarize themselves with the procedures for academic misconduct in 
UCF’s student handbook, The Golden Rule. UCF faculty members have a responsibility for 
students’ education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to prevent unethical behavior and 
when necessary respond to academic misconduct. Penalties can include a failing grade in an 
assignment or in the course, suspension or expulsion from the university, and/or a "Z 
Designation" on a student’s official transcript indicating academic dishonesty, where the final 
grade for this course will be preceded by the letter Z. For more information about the Z 
Designation, see http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade. 


Course Accessibility Statement 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all persons 
with disabilities. Students with disabilities who need disability-related access in this course 
should contact the professor as soon as possible. Students should also connect with Student 
Accessibility Services (Ferrell Commons 185, sas@ucf.edu, phone (407) 823-2371). Through 
Student Accessibility Services, a Course Accessibility Letter may be created and sent to 
professors, which informs faculty of potential access and accommodations that might be 
reasonable.Determining reasonable access and accommodations requires consideration of the 
course design, course learning objectives and the individual academic and course barriers 
experienced by the student. 


Campus Safety Statement 


Fully online course sections (W, V)  


Though most emergency situations are primarily relevant to courses that meet in person, such 
incidents can also impact online students, either when they are on or near campus to participate 



https://academicintegrity.org/

https://academicintegrity.org/

http://wpacouncil.org/node/9

http://wpacouncil.org/node/9

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/docs/goldenrule.pdf

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade

http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

mailto:sas@ucf.edu





in other courses or activities or when their course work is affected by off-campus emergencies. 
The following policies apply to courses in online modalities. 


• To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text 
alerts by going to <https://my.ucf.edu> and logging in. Click on “Student Self Service” 
located on the left side of the screen in the toolbar, scroll down to the blue “Personal 
Information” heading on the Student Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the 
information, including e-mail address, cell phone number, and cell phone provider, click 
“Apply” to save the changes, and then click “OK.” 


• Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their 
instructors outside of class. 


Deployed Active Duty Military Students 


Students who are deployed active duty military and/or National Guard personnel and require 
accommodation should contact their instructors as soon as possible after the semester begins 
and/or after they receive notification of deployment to make related arrangements. 


Make-Up Assignments for Authorized University Events or Co-curricular 
Activities 


Students who represent the university in an authorized event or activity (for example, student-
athletes) and who are unable to meet a course deadline due to a conflict with that event must 
provide the instructor with documentation in advance to arrange a make-up. No penalty will be 
applied. For more information, see the UCF policy at <https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-
401.pdf> 


Religious Observances 


Students must notify their instructor in advance if they intend to miss class for a religious 
observance. For more information, see the UCF policy at 
<http://regulations.ucf.edu/chapter5/documents/5.020ReligiousObservancesFINALJan19.pdf>. 


Regarding COVID-19 
To protect members of our community, everyone is required to wear a facial covering inside all 
common spaces including classrooms 
(https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/PolicyEmergencyCOVIDReturnPolicy.pdf). Students who 
choose not to wear facial coverings will be asked to leave the classroom by the instructor. If they 
refuse to leave the classroom or put on a facial covering, they may be considered disruptive 
(please see the Golden Rule for student behavior expectations). Faculty have the right to cancel 
class if the safety and well-being of class members are in jeopardy. Students will be responsible 
for the material that would have been covered in class as provided by the instructor.    



https://my.ucf.edu/

https://fctl.ucf.edu/teaching-resources/course-design/syllabus-statements/

https://fctl.ucf.edu/teaching-resources/course-design/syllabus-statements/

https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-401.pdf

https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-401.pdf

https://fctl.ucf.edu/teaching-resources/course-design/syllabus-statements/

http://regulations.ucf.edu/chapter5/documents/5.020ReligiousObservancesFINALJan19.pdf

https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/PolicyEmergencyCOVIDReturnPolicy.pdf)
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Depending on the course of the pandemic during the semester, the university may make changes 
to the way classes are offered. If that happens, please look for announcements or messages in 
Webcourses@UCF or Knights email about changes specific to this course. 


COVID-19 and Illness Notification – Students who believe they may have a COVID-19 
diagnosis should contact UCF Student Health Services (407-823-2509) so proper contact tracing 
procedures can take place. 


Students should not come to campus if they are ill, are experiencing any symptoms of COVID-
19, have tested positive for COVID, or if anyone living in their residence has tested positive or is 
sick with COVID-19 symptoms. CDC guidance for COVID-19 symptoms is located here: 
(https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html) 


Students should contact their instructor(s) as soon as possible if they miss class for any illness 
reason to discuss reasonable adjustments that might need to be made. When possible, students 
should contact their instructor(s) before missing class. 


In Case of Faculty Illness – If the instructor falls ill during the semester, there may be changes 
to this course, including having a backup instructor take over the course. Please look for 
announcements or mail in Webcourses@UCF or Knights email for any alterations to this course. 


Course Accessibility and Disability COVID-19 Supplemental Statement – Accommodations 
may need to be added or adjusted should this course shift from an on-campus to a remote format. 
Students with disabilities should speak with their instructor and should contact sas@ucf.edu to 
discuss specific accommodations for this or other courses. 


The instructor reserves the right to adjust the syllabus in the 
course of the semester/session. 
  


 



https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
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Cyber-Warfare Policy 


An examination of how nations, groups, and individuals throughout the world use Internet/cyber-


attacks to gain military, political, and economic gains over their adversaries.  Specific focus will 


be given to understanding the role various states and hacker groups play in conducting cyber-


attacks and cyber espionage. Further, this class will examine current cyber policy both 


internationally and domestically, the challenges related to current policy and proposed policy 


changes, and wrestle with the question of whether cyber-attacks can/will be considered ‘acts of 


war’ and why.  Central to the discussion will be considering the true nature of the threat posed by 


these various attacks and whether cyber policies can offer reasonable and reliable protections 


without becoming overly intrusive to private citizens.  


Objectives:  


There are several objectives to this class.  First is to familiarize you with the various elements of 


cyber-warfare, cyber-terrorism, and cybercrimes including those that are used to finance 


extremist/terrorist operations.  This will include examining the states, groups, and individuals 


who engage in these activities and the impact they have on individual, industry, and state 


security.  Second is to engage in a substantive discussion regarding the future of these cyber 


activities and how the governments should respond both politically and possibly militarily.  


Finally, all of the content within this course as well as supplemental material will be used to 


consider the overarching question of whether cyber-attacks should be considered an act of war, 


what the appropriate response should be, and whether the international community will be able 


to implement effective cyber policy as a deterrent to prevent these attacks. 


 


  


INR 4764H, Honors Cyberwarfare Policy 
School of Politics, Security, and International Affairs 


College of Arts and Sciences, University of Central Florida 


COURSE SYLLABUS- FALL 2021 


    


Instructor:  Ted Reynolds  Term:  Fall 2021 


Office:  PH 206B Class Meeting Days:  Wednesday 


Phone:  407-823-5702 Class Meeting Hours:  6-8:50pm 


E-Mail:  teddy.reynolds@ucf.edu Class Location:  NSC 102 


Office Hours: Wednesday 2-5 PM or by appointment   







       


Syllabus Statements Regarding COVID-19 for Fall 2021 
 
General Statement  
I recognize and understand the difficult times we are all in. The COVID-19 pandemic impacts us 
all in many ways, including physically, mentally, emotionally, financially, academically, and 
professionally. I will work with you on challenges you may be encountering and to provide 
support to help you succeed. However, please keep in mind that I will hold you accountable, 
especially in terms of class attendance, participation, and contributions. 
 
Statement Regarding Masks in Classrooms  
UCF expects that all members of our campus community who are able to do so get vaccinated, 
and we expect all members of our campus community to wear masks indoors, in line with the 
latest CDC guidelines. Masks are required in approved clinical or health care settings. 
 
Notifications in Case of Changes to Course Modality  
If the instructor falls ill during the semester, there may be temporary changes to this course, 
including having a backup instructor take over the course or going remote for a short time. 
Please look for announcements or mail in Webcourses@UCF or Knights email for any 
temporary alterations to this course. 
 
COVID-19 and Illness Notification  
Students who believe they may have been exposed to COVID-19 or who test positive must 
contact UCF Student Health Services (407-823-2509) so proper contact tracing procedures can 
take place. Students should not come to campus if they are ill, are experiencing any symptoms 
of COVID-19 or have tested positive for COVID-19. 
Students should contact their instructor(s) as soon as possible if they miss class for any illness to 
discuss reasonable adjustments that might need to be made. When possible, students should 
contact their instructor(s) before missing class. 
 
Course Accessibility and Disability  
Accommodations may need to be added or adjusted should this course shift from an on-
campus to a remote format. Students with disabilities should speak with their instructor and 
should contact sas@ucf.edu to discuss specific accommodations for this or other courses. 



https://fctl.ucf.edu/teaching-resources/course-design/syllabus-statements/#covid

https://fctl.ucf.edu/teaching-resources/course-design/syllabus-statements/#covid

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated.html

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated.html

https://fctl.ucf.edu/teaching-resources/course-design/syllabus-statements/#covid

https://fctl.ucf.edu/teaching-resources/course-design/syllabus-statements/#covid

https://fctl.ucf.edu/teaching-resources/course-design/syllabus-statements/#covid
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Textbooks: 


 


Scott Augenbaum. 2018. The Secret to Cybersecurity. Forefront Books.  


ISBN: 978-1-948-67708-0 
 


P.W. Singer and Allan Friedman. 2014. Cybersecurity and Cyberwar: What Everyone Needs to 


Know.  Oxford University Press.  ISBN 978-0-19-991811-9 
  
Cyberwar: Law and Ethics for Virtual Conflict. 2015. Edited by, Jens David Ohlin, Kevin Govern, 


and Claire Finkelstein. Oxford University Press. ISBN: 978-0-19-871750-8  


 


 
Supplementary (Optional) Texts and Materials: Additional online readings will be provided 


during the term to support discussion. 


 


 


Basis for Final Grade 


Assessment 


Percent of 


Final Grade 


Midterm 20% 


Quizzes 20% 


Paper 


Presentation 


20% 


20%  


Final Exam 20% 


Total 100% 


  


 


The research paper topic will be submitted to and approved by the instructor culminating in a 10 


page paper to be submitted at the end of the term.  The focus of the paper will be directly related 


to an important aspect of cyberwarfare and offer an in-depth examination and analysis of the 


individual research area chosen.  The presentation will be focused on the research topic being 


covered in the paper. 


Midterm and final exams will be essay exams.   


 


Quizzes will be administered in class on the days indicated, focusing on terminology and 


important concepts. 


 


Late Work Policy:  


There are no make-ups for any graded assessments. Papers/exams turned in late will be assessed 


a penalty of a full letter grade (10 points) per day late.   


Writing assignments will not be accepted if overdue by more than four calendar days. There are 


NO makeups on missed quizzes.   


 


Grading Scale (%) 


90-100  A 


87 - 89  B+ 


80 - 86  B 


77 - 79  C+ 


70 - 76  C 


67 - 69  D+ 


60 - 66  D 


0 - 59  F 







       


Grades of "Incomplete":  


The current university policy concerning incomplete grades will be followed in this course. 


Incomplete grades are given only in situations where unexpected emergencies prevent a student 


from completing the course and the remaining work can be completed the next semester. Your 


instructor is the final authority on whether you qualify for an incomplete. Incomplete work must 


be finished by the end of the subsequent semester or the “I” will automatically be recorded as an 


“F” on your transcript. 


 


Disability Access:  


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all 


persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students 


with disabilities who need accommodations in this course must contact the professor at the 


beginning of the semester to discuss needed accommodations. No accommodations will be 


provided until the student has met with the professor to request accommodations. Students who 


need accommodations must be registered with Student Disability Services, Student Resource 


Center Room 132, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before 


requesting accommodations from the professor. 


Attendance Policy: Attendance is mandatory and unauthorized or unexcused absences will 


result in a reduction of the final grade. 


 


Professionalism Policy:  


Per university policy and classroom etiquette; mobile phones, iPods, etc. must be silenced 


during all classroom and lab lectures. Those not heeding this rule will be asked to leave the 


classroom/lab immediately so as to not disrupt the learning environment. Please arrive on time 


for all class meetings. Students who habitually disturb the class by talking, arriving late, etc., and 


have been warned will be removed from the class and may suffer a reduction in their final class 


grade. 


 


Academic Conduct Policy:  


Academic dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated. If you are uncertain as to what constitutes 


academic dishonesty, please consult The Golden Rule, the University of Central Florida's 


Student Handbook (http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/) for further details.  As in all University 


courses, The Golden Rule Rules of Conduct will be applied.  Violations of these rules will result 


in a record of the infraction being placed in your file and receiving a zero on the work in 


question AT A MINIMUM.  At the instructor’s discretion, you may also receive a failing grade 


for the course.  Confirmation of such incidents can also result in expulsion from the University 


 


 


University Writing Center:  


The University Writing Center (UWC) is a free resource for UCF undergraduates and graduates. 


At the UWC, a trained writing consultant will work individually with you on anything you're 


writing (in or out of class), at any point in the writing process from brainstorming to editing. 


Appointments are recommended, but not required. For more information or to make an 


appointment, visit the UWC website at http://www.uwc.ucf.edu, stop by MOD 608, or call 


407.823.2197. 


 







       


INR 4764H -Cyberwarfare Policy  Fall 2021 


Schedule: 


Date Work to be completed prior to class Topic for Discussion 


8/25 


 


First Day – No assignment Introduction, syllabus, expectations 


9/1 


Singer- Intro+Part I (all) 


 


Opening discussion: 


What is cyber? 


9/8 


Singer- 67-113 


 


Hacktivism/cyberterrorism 


The Internet of Things 


9/15 


Singer- 114-132(3) 


Ohlin- Part I 


Quiz 


Discuss paper topics 


Legal perspective on cyber 


Doctrinal discussion 


9/22 


Augenbaum – Inro + Chapters 1 


Singer- 133-165 


Ohlin- Part II 


Military and cyberwarfare 


Cyber as acts of war 


 


9/29 


Augenbaum Ch 2-7 


Ohlin- Ch. 7-9 


Quiz 


Cyber-espionage 


10/6 


 


Augenbaum Ch 8-12 Threat / State sponsored hacking 


10/13 Stuxnet papers (links will be provided) 


Receive midterm 


The first cyber weapon! 


10/20 


 


Video Turn in Midterm 


10/27 


Finish Augenbaum 


Rand Report (Dark Web) 


Non State hackers 


The Dark Web 


First presentations 


11/3 Ohlin- Ch. 10-11 


Quiz 


Evidence and Attribution 


Cyberweapons and Military Doctrine 


Defense vs. Offense 


Presentations 


11/10 


 


Papers on Chinese threat Discussion 


11/17 Singer- Part III (all) 


Quiz 


Future Policy 


Presentations 


Final Paper Due 


11/24 


 


NO CLASS  


 


NO CLASS 


12/1 Singer - Conclusions Receive Final Exam 


12/8 


 


FINAL EXAM DUE- 7PM FINAL EXAM DUE- 7PM 


 Note: The Schedule is subject to revision*** 








  


University of Central Florida 


Scope and Methods of Political Science  


POS3307 | Tuesday and Thursday, Section 0003 – 4:30PM, Section 0006 – 3 – 4:15PM  


School of Politics, Security, and International Affairs School of Politics, Security, and 


International Affairs (ucf.edu) 


Fall 2021 


3 credit hours | HPH 0310 


  


Instructor: Dr. Lynne Gleiber 


E-Mail: lynne.gleiber@ucf.edu 


Office hours: By appointment  


I will respond to emails within 48 hours. 


 


Purpose and Course Description 


This course will examine techniques and concepts essential for conducting and understanding 


research in political science.  It addresses fundamental components of analysis in political 


science and statistical techniques that are used. Students will be assigned readings from the 


required textbook, which will need to be completed in order to be prepared for class. In addition 


to discussion of the concepts that are introduced in the reading assignments exercises using SPSS 


and Microsoft Excel will be given.   


 


Course Objectives 


Students who successfully complete the course will have obtained: 


• Knowledge of the discipline of political science 


• Knowledge of the application of the scientific method in the context of social science 


research 


• Knowledge of the main components of quantitative research methods used by political 


scientist 


• Ability to understand political analysis 


• Understanding of the use of statistical packages such as SPSS and the ability to construct 


models of analysis and interpret results of analysis   


  


Expectations for Student Performance  


1.Course Requirements 


Work assignments must be completed on time. 



https://sciences.ucf.edu/politics/

https://sciences.ucf.edu/politics/





  


2. Required textbook 


Title: Political Science Research Methods, 9th Edition 


Authors: Janet Buttolph Johnson, H.T. Reynolds, and Jason D. Mycoff 


 


3. Examinations and Grading 


Three exams will be given: two during the semester and one final exam. Questions will be based 


on information covered in the textbooks as well as material presented during class lectures, 


presentations, and discussions. Graded work connected to modules will be given. Exams will be 


given on dates specified in the course scheduled through webcourses using Proctor Hub. The 


exams will not take place in class. 


  


In the interest of fairness to all students, extra credit work will not be given. If a student misses 


an exam, he or she must provide sufficient justification for doing so (e.g. a documented 


emergency) to qualify for a make-up-exam.  If documentation is not provided a make-up exam 


will not be given. It is the responsibility of the student to contact me (by telephone, voice mail or 


e-mail) before or immediately after the missed exam to discuss the possibility of being given a 


make-up exam.  


The table shows the range for each letter grade and uses a plus/minus system that is used 


for the course. 


Letter Grade and points 


  


A 


93 – 100 points 


A- 


90 – 92 points 


B+ 


87 – 89 points 


B 







83 – 86 points 


B- 


80 – 82 points 


C+ 


77 – 79 points 


C 


73 – 76 points 


C- 


70 – 72 points 


D+ 


67 – 69 points 


D 


63 – 66 points 


D- 


60 – 62 points 


F 


59 and below 


  


  


1. Academic Integrity  


Academic integrity is fundamental to the process of learning and evaluating academic 


performance.  Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated.  Academic dishonesty includes, but is 


not limited to, the following: cheating, plagiarism, tampering with academic records and 


examinations, falsifying identity, and being an accessory to acts of academic dishonesty. For 


clarification of what constitutes academic dishonesty, please consult The Golden Rule, the 


University of Central Florida’s Student Handbook http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/ 



http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/





.  Students are Violations of the rules addressing academic integrity stated in The Golden Rule 


will result in documentation of the infraction and a grade of zero for the work in question. 


Confirmation of academic dishonesty an also result in expulsion from the University of Central 


Florida. 


  


1. Attendance and Withdrawal 


Students are expected to participate in all course activities and are responsible for withdrawing 


from the course if he or she decides not to complete it.  Students who discontinue participation, 


and do not withdraw will fail the course. 


  


Grading Distribution 


Final grades will be composed as follows: 


Examination 1    20% 


Examination 2    20% 


Literature Review      10% 


Analysis Plan    10% 


Final Examination   20% 


 Module activities    20%  


 


  


Course Accessibility 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all persons 


with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students with 


disabilities who need specific access in this course, such as accommodations, should contact the 


professor as soon as possible to discuss various access options. Students should also connect 


with Student Accessibility Services (Ferrell Commons, 7F, Room 185, sas@ucf.edu, phone 


(407) 823-2371). Through Student Accessibility Services, a Course Accessibility Letter may be 


created and sent to professors, which informs faculty of potential access and accommodations 


that might be reasonable. Once Student Disability Services has been contacted, I am happy to 


make any arrangements needed by my students. 


Campus Safety Statement 



http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

mailto:sas@ucf.edu





Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise during class, everyone needs to work 


together. Students should be aware of their surroundings and familiar with some basic safety and 


security concepts.  


  


• In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance. 


• Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall near the 


door. Students should make a note of the guide’s physical location and review the online 


version at http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html. 


• Students should know the evacuation routes from each of their classrooms and have a 


plan for finding safety in case of an emergency. 


• If there is a medical emergency during class, students may need to access a first-aid kit or 


AED (Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those are located, see 


http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/workplacesafety.html (click on link from menu on left). 


• To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text 


alerts by going to ucf.edu and logging in. Click on “Student Self Service” located on the 


left side of the screen in the toolbar, scroll down to the blue “Personal Information” 


heading on the Student Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the information, 


including e-mail address, cell phone number, and cell phone provider, click “Apply” to 


save the changes, and then click “OK.” 


• Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their 


instructors outside of class. 


• To learn about how to manage an active-shooter situation on campus or elsewhere, 


consider viewing this video. 


Mi 


 Required statement from the University regarding COVID-19: 


University-Wide Face Covering Policy for Common Spaces and Face-to-Face Classes 


To protect members of our community, everyone is required to wear a facial covering inside all 


common spaces including classrooms 


(https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/PolicyEmergencyCOVIDReturnPolicy.pdf. Students who 


choose not to wear facial coverings will be asked to leave the classroom by the instructor. If they 


refuse to leave the classroom or put on a facial covering, they may be considered disruptive 


(please see the Golden Rule for student behavior expectations). Faculty have the right to cancel 


class if the safety and well-being of class members are in jeopardy. Students will be responsible 


for the material that would have been covered in class as provided by the instructor. 


  


Notifications in Case of Changes to Course Modality 



http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html

http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/workplacesafety.html

http://my.ucf.edu/

https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk

https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/PolicyEmergencyCOVIDReturnPolicy.pdf

https://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/





Depending on the course of the pandemic during the semester, the university may make changes 


to the way classes are offered. If that happens, please look for announcements or messages in 


Webcourses@UCF or Knights email about changes specific to this course. 


  


COVID-19 and Illness Notification 


Students who believe they may have a COVID-19 diagnosis should contact UCF Student Health 


Services (407-823-2509) so proper contact tracing procedures can take place. 


Students should not come to campus if they are ill, are experiencing any symptoms of COVID-


19, have tested positive for COVID, or if anyone living in their residence has tested positive or is 


sick with COVID-19 symptoms. CDC guidance for COVID-19 symptoms is located here: 


(https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html) 


Students should contact their instructor(s) as soon as possible if they miss class for any illness 


reason to discuss reasonable adjustments that might need to be made. When possible, students 


should contact their instructor(s) before missing class. 


  


In Case of Faculty Illness 


If the instructor falls ill during the semester, there may be changes to this course, including 


having a backup instructor take over the course. Please look for announcements or mail in 


Webcourses@UCF or Knights email for any alterations to this course. 


  


Course Accessibility and Disability COVID-19 Supplemental Statement 


Accommodations may need to be added or adjusted should this course shift from an on-campus 


to a remote format. Students with disabilities should speak with their instructor and should 


contact sas@ucf.edu to discuss specific accommodations for this or other courses. 


Deployed Active Duty Military Students 


Students who are deployed active duty military and/or National Guard personnel and require 


accommodation should contact their instructors as soon as possible after the semester begins 


and/or after they receive notification of deployment to make related arrangements. 


Copyright 


This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, images, text 


materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use doctrine in order to 



https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html

mailto:sas@ucf.edu





enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, download or distribute these 


items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for this online classroom environment and 


your use only. All copyright materials are credited to the copyright holder. 


Third-Party Software and FERPA 


During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or software 


applications sometimes called third-party software such as a blog or wiki. While some of these 


could be required assignments, you need not make any personally identifying information on a 


public site. Do not post or provide any private information about yourself or your classmates. 


Where appropriate you may use a pseudonym or nickname. Some written assignments posted 


publicly may require personal reflection/comments, but the assignments will not require you to 


disclose any personally identity-sensitive information. If you have any concerns about this, 


please contact your instructor.  


Course Plan 


The following is a schedule of readings, exams, and assignments for the course.  Adjustments 


may be made if necessary, because of emerging situations. Please note that if classes are 


suspended for any reason, students should attempt to adhere to the dates of readings and 


assignments listed below unless advised to do otherwise.  


Course Schedule  


Module 1: Building Blocks 


Week 1 - Understanding data 


Week 2 -  Research design 


Week 3 -  Qualitative research 


Week 4 -  Exam 1 and plan for literature review is due  


Module 2: Quantitative Data 


Week 5 - Quantitative Rearch Design | Analysis plan is due (Friday, Feb. 12) 


Week 6 - Quantitative Methods 


Week 7 - Making Sense of Data 


Week 8 - Testing Relationships 


Week 9 - Categorical Data and Exam 2 


Module 3: Data Analysis 


Week 10 - Cross tab and Correlation |Literature review is due (Friday, Mar.19) 


Week 11 -  Bivariate regression 


Week 12 -  Multiple regression 


Week 13 - Data Analysis Practice 


Week 14 - Spring Break 


Week 15 - Data Analysis Round up 


Week 16 - Last day of semester 


Final Exam Week  



file:///D:/courses/1384481/pages/course-schedule





 


  


  


  


  


  


  


  


  


  


  


  


  


  


  


  


  


  


  


  


  


  


  







  


  


  


  


  


  


  


  


  


 








Syllabus  


POS 3703: Scope and Methods of Political Science 


Fall 2021 


Instructor Contact 


Instructor Nathan Ilderton 


Office 305A Howard Philips Hall 


Office Hours 


  


1:00pm-4:00pm Monday; 10:00am-


1:00pm Wednesday 


During office hours I will be available in 


the course chat room. Face to face walk-


ins in my office are welcome during these 


times. No appointment necessary during 


office hours. Zoom meetings are available 


upon request. 


  


Phone 407-823-2608 


E-mail 


Please contact me via the email function 


within webcourses for all class related 


emails. Click my profile under people and 


select send message.  If webcourses is 


down you can reach me via my University 


email: Nathan.Ilderton@ucf.edu. 


  


Course Information 


Course Name Scope and Methods of Political Science 


Course ID & Section POS 3703 Section W60 


Credit Hours 3 


Semester/Year Spring 2021 


Location Online 


  



mailto:Nathan.Ilderton@ucf.edu?subject=POS3424





Course Description 


This course is an introduction to research methods used in political science. We will examine the use of 


the scientific method in the study of politics. This includes examining the measurement of concepts, 


research design, and hypothesis formation.  We will also several techniques used to test hypotheses in 


political science.  This will include a study of comparisons, significance tests, and an introduction to the 


OLS regression models. 


Prerequisite: POS 2041 or consent of the instructor. 


Course Objectives 


The objective of this course is to teach students to apply objective scientific analysis to political 


problems. Students will also learn to understand and critically evaluate statistical analyses they will 


encounter in their future course work, research, and everyday consumption of political information. 


Required Text 


• Phillip H. Pollock III and Barry Edwards, The Essentials of Political Analysis, 6th edition. (Sage/CQ 


Press). 


• Phillip H. Pollock III and Barry Edwards, An IBM SPSS Companion to Political Analysis, 6th edition. 


(Sage/CQ Press). 


It is critical that you purchase the correct editions. Part of your grade will be to complete exercises 


found in these books, and the exercises change between editions. 


Course Requirements 


The course is divided into six two week segments. During these periods a module with two lectures will 


be available.* You will be required in each period to complete two exercises, typically a SPSS 


assignment. Between modules three and four a midterm exam will be available for a week. After 


module six you will be given two weeks to complete the paper assignment and a week in which you 


must complete the final exam. Modules will open on the Monday at the beginning of the week and close 


on Sunday at 11:59 pm. 


*Module 6 will contain one lecture and one assignment. 


Missed Assignments/Make-Ups/Extra Credit 


I will not allow missed assignments to be made up without a documented university excused absence. If 


you know ahead of time that you will be unable to complete a module on time please inform me prior to 


the closing time. If you cannot inform me ahead of time, please inform me within one business day of 


the closing of the module either via phone or email. Date and time of makeup modules will be 


determined by the instructor on a case by case basis. I reserve the right to change the format and 


questions of makeup modules at my discretion. 


Evaluation and Grading 


Each module will consist of two lectures with reading and lecture materials you will be required to read 


or watch. Accompanying each module will be two exercises, each corresponding to one of the lectures. 







There will be a total of 10 of these exercises (the syllabus quiz attached to lecture one does not count 


toward the final grade). Most of the exercises will utilize the SPSS Companion book and the IBM SPSS 


statistical program. Instructions on accessing this program and the datasets can be found on the 


"Getting Started with SPSS" page. These exercises will be submitted via the quizzes link where portions 


of assigned exercises will be replicated for ease of submission. You will be limited to 30 minutes to 


submit these assignments. You should complete the exercise assigned in the workbook and then begin 


the assignment online and submit the necessary information. A few assignments will use the questions 


at the end of a chapter of the Essentials of Political Analysis book. These questions will be replicated in 


the quiz function as well. Exercises will be worth twenty points each. Your two exercises with the lowest 


percentage grade will be dropped. 


Following module six you will have two weeks free of other assignments to finish the course paper. This 


will be a critique of a political science research article. The details of the paper assignment are available 


here. I encourage you to choose an article and begin work on the paper early in the course. 


There will be a midterm exam and a final exam. The midterm will be available for a week following 


module three, the final will be available for a week following the submission deadline for the paper. 


Exams will consist of multiple choice and short answer questions. Because of the nature of the material 


in this course, the final will include concepts covered by the midterm exam, though its focus will be on 


material from the second half of the course. The midterm exam is due October 10th. The final exam is 


due December 11th. Because the semester ends on a Saturday, the final exam will open on Sunday, 


December 5th. 


There is a two hour time limit for the completion of exams. Also, be aware that you only get one 


attempt to complete an exercise or exam, i.e. once you start an exercise or exam you must complete 


it. 


Assignments will be weighted in the following manner for calculating the final grade. 


Assignment Percentage of Grade 


Exercises 25 


Paper 25 


Exam 1 25 


Exam 2 25 


Total 100 


  


Final grades will be awarded according to the following scale. 


Letter Grade Points 


A 93.5 - 100 



https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1385482/pages/getting-started-with-spss

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1385482/pages/getting-started-with-spss

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1385482/pages/paper-assignment





A- 89.5 - 93.4 


B+ 86.5 - 89.4 


B 83.5 - 86.4 


B- 79.5 - 83.4 


C+ 76.5 - 79.4 


C 73.5 - 76.4 


C- 69.5 - 73.4 


D+ 66.5 - 69.4 


D 63.5 - 66.4 


D- 59.5 - 63.4 


F 59.4 or below 


Final grades are just that, final. I will not reconsider them except in a case where I made a computational 


error in calculating them (I have taught for many years and have yet to miscalculate a final grade). 


Please do not email or call me asking for a grade change for another reason (including requesting 


extra credit), it will not happen. 


Student Engagement and Financial Aid 


Faculty are required to document students’ academic activity at the beginning of each course. In order 


to document that you began this course, please complete the syllabus quiz by the end of the first week 


of classes or as soon as possible after adding the course. Failure to do so may result in a delay in the 


disbursement of your financial aid. 


The syllabus quiz is a five question multiple choice quiz and can be found under the "Quizzes" tab. The 


only purpose of the syllabus quiz is to satisfy the financial aid requirement for this class. It will not be 


included in the calculation of your final grade. 


UCF Creed 


Integrity, scholarship, community, creativity, and excellence are the core values that guide our conduct, 


performance, and decisions. 


Integrity 


I will practice and defend academic and personal honesty. 


Scholarship 


I will cherish and honor learning as a fundamental purpose of my membership in the UCF community. 



https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1385482/quizzes/2152640





Community 


I will promote an open and supportive campus environment by respecting the rights and contributions 


of every individual. 


Creativity 


I will use my talents to enrich the human experience. 


Excellence 


I will strive toward the highest standards of performance in any endeavor I undertake. 


Academic Integrity 


 Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of Conduct at 


<https://scai.sdes.ucf.edu/student-rules-of-conduct/Links to an external site.>. According to Section 1, 


“Academic Misconduct,” students are prohibited from engaging in 


1. Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information or 


study aids in any academic exercise unless specifically authorized by the instructor of record. 


The unauthorized possession of examination or course-related material also constitutes 


cheating. 


2. Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral means: The presentation 


of material which has not been studied or learned, but rather was obtained through someone 


else’s efforts and used as part of an examination, course assignment, or project. 


3. Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to another person, student, 


and/or uploading course material to a third-party vendor without authorization or without the 


express written permission of the university and the instructor. Course materials include but are 


not limited to class notes, Instructor’s PowerPoints, course syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, 


instruction sheets, homework, study guides, handouts, etc. 


4. Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work. 


5. Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the source, thereby 


attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s own. 


6. Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than once without 


the express written permission of the instructor. 


7. Helping another violate academic behavior standards. 


8. Soliciting assistance with academic coursework and/or degree requirements. 


Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating 


Students should also familiarize themselves with the procedures for academic misconduct in UCF’s 


student handbook, The Golden Rule <https://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/Links to an external site.>. UCF 


faculty members have a responsibility for students’ education and the value of a UCF degree, and so 


seek to prevent unethical behavior and respond to academic misconduct when necessary. Penalties for 


violating rules, policies, and instructions within this course can range from a zero on the exercise to an 


“F” letter grade in the course. In addition, an Academic Misconduct report could be filed with the Office 



https://scai.sdes.ucf.edu/student-rules-of-conduct/

https://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/





of Student Conduct, which could lead to disciplinary warning, disciplinary probation, or deferred 


suspension or separation from the University through suspension, dismissal, or expulsion with the 


addition of a “Z” designation on one’s transcript. 


Being found in violation of academic conduct standards could result in a student having to disclose such 


behavior on a graduate school application, being removed from a leadership position within a student 


organization, the recipient of scholarships, participation in University activities such as study abroad, 


internships, etc. 


Let’s avoid all of this by demonstrating values of honesty, trust, and integrity. No grade is worth 


compromising your integrity and moving your moral compass. Stay true to doing the right thing: take 


the zero, not a shortcut. 


Course Accessibility Statement 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all persons with 


disabilities. Students with disabilities who need access to course content due to course design 


limitations should contact the professor as soon as possible. Students should also connect with Student 


Accessibility Services (SAS) <http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/Links to an external site.> (Ferrell Commons 185, 


sas@ucf.edu, phone 407-823-2371). For students connected with SAS, a Course Accessibility Letter may 


be created and sent to professors, which informs faculty of potential course access and 


accommodations that might be necessary and reasonable. Determining reasonable access and 


accommodations requires consideration of the course design, course learning objectives and the 


individual academic and course barriers experienced by the student. Further conversation with SAS, 


faculty and the student may be warranted to ensure an accessible course experience. 


Campus Safety Statement 


Though most emergency situations are primarily relevant to courses that meet in person, such incidents 


can also impact online students, either when they are on or near campus to participate in other courses 


or activities or when their course work is affected by off-campus emergencies. The following policies 


apply to courses in online modalities. 


• To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text alerts by 


going to <https://my.ucf.eduLinks to an external site.> and logging in. Click on “Student Self 


Service” located on the left side of the screen in the toolbar, scroll down to the blue “Personal 


Information” heading on the Student Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the 


information, including e-mail address, cell phone number, and cell phone provider, click “Apply” 


to save the changes, and then click “OK.” 


• Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their instructors 


outside of class. 


Deployed Active Duty Military Students 


Students who are deployed active duty military and/or National Guard personnel and require 


accommodation should contact their instructors as soon as possible after the semester begins and/or 


after they receive notification of deployment to make related arrangements. 



http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

mailto:sas@ucf.edu

https://my.ucf.edu/





Make-up Assignments for Authorized University Events 


Students who represent the university in an authorized event or activity (for example, student-athletes) 


and who are unable to meet a course deadline due to a conflict with that event must provide the 


instructor with documentation in advance to arrange a make-up. No penalty will be applied. For more 


information, see the UCF policy at <https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-401.pdfLinks to an external 


site.> 


Religious Observances 


Students must notify their instructor in advance if they intend to miss class for a religious observance. 


For more information, see the UCF policy at 


<http://regulations.ucf.edu/chapter5/documents/5.020ReligiousObservancesFINALJan19.pdfLinks to an 


external site.>. 


Unauthorized Use of Class Materials 


There are many fraudulent websites claiming to offer study aids to students but are actually cheat sites. 


They encourage students to upload course materials, such as test questions, individual assignments, and 


examples of graded material. Such materials are the intellectual property of instructors, the university, 


or publishers and may not be distributed without prior authorization. Students who engage in such 


activity are in violation of academic conduct standards and may face penalties.  


Unauthorized Use of Class Notes 


Faculty have reported errors in class notes being sold by third parties, and the errors may be 


contributing to higher failure rates in some classes. The following is a statement appropriate for 


distribution to your classes or for inclusion on your syllabus: 


Third parties may be selling class notes from this class without my authorization. Please be aware that 


such class materials may contain errors, which could affect your performance or grade. Use these 


materials at your own risk.  


In-Class Recording Policy 


Students may, without prior notice, record video or audio of a class lecture for a class in which the 


student is enrolled for their own personal educational use.  A class lecture is defined as a formal or 


methodical oral presentation as part of a university course intended to present information or teach 


students about a particular subject. Recording classroom activities other than class lectures, including 


but not limited to lab sessions, student presentations (whether individually or part of a group), class 


discussion (except when incidental to and incorporated within a class lecture), clinical presentations 


such as patient history, academic exercises involving student participation, test or examination 


administrations, field trips, and private conversations is prohibited. Recordings may not be used as a 


substitute for class participation and class attendance, and may not be published or shared without the 


written consent of the faculty member. Failure to adhere to these requirements may constitute a 


violation of the University’s Student Code of Conduct as described in the Golden Rule. 


 Third-Party Software and FERPA 



https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-401.pdf

https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-401.pdf

http://regulations.ucf.edu/chapter5/documents/5.020ReligiousObservancesFINALJan19.pdf

http://regulations.ucf.edu/chapter5/documents/5.020ReligiousObservancesFINALJan19.pdf





During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or software 


applications sometimes called third-party software such as a blog or wiki. While some of these could be 


required assignments, you need not make any personally identifying information on a public site. Do not 


post or provide any private information about yourself or your classmates. Where appropriate you may 


use a pseudonym or nickname. Some written assignments posted publicly may require personal 


reflection/comments, but the assignments will not require you to disclose any personally identity-


sensitive information. If you have any concerns about this, please contact your instructor. 


Campus Safety Statement 


Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise in our class, we will all need to work together. 


Everyone should be aware of the surroundings and familiar with some basic safety and security 


concepts. 


• In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance. 


• Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall near the door. 


Please make a note of the guide’s physical location and consider reviewing the online version at 


http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.htmlLinks to an external site..  


• Familiarize yourself with evacuation routes from each of your classrooms and have a plan for 


finding safety in case of an emergency. (Insert class-specific details if appropriate) 


• If there is a medical emergency during class, we may need to access a first aid kit or AED 


(Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those items are located in this building, see 


http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/AEDlocations-UCFLinks to an external site. (click on link from menu on 


left).  (insert class specific information if appropriate) 


• To stay informed about emergency situations, sign up to receive UCF text alerts by going to 


my.ucf.eduLinks to an external site. and logging in.  Click on “Student Self Service” located on 


the left side of the screen in the tool bar, scroll down to the blue “Personal Information” 


heading on your Student Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the information, including 


your e-mail address, cell phone number, and cell phone provider, click “Apply” to save the 


changes, and then click “OK.” 


• If you have a special need related to emergency situations, please speak with me during office 


hours. 


• Consider viewing this video about how to manage an active shooter situation on campus or 


elsewhere. You CAN Survive an Active Shooter (Links to an external site.)Links to an external 


site.  


Deployed Active Duty Military Students 



http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html

http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/AEDlocations-UCF

http://my.ucf.edu/

https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk

https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk

https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk

https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk

https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk





If you are a deployed active duty military student and feel that you may need a special accommodation 


due to that unique status, please contact your instructor to discuss your circumstances. 


COVID-19 Statement 


I recognize and understand the difficult times we are all in. The COVID-19 pandemic impacts us all in 


many ways, including physically, mentally, emotionally, financially, academically, and professionally. I 


will work with you on challenges you may be encountering and to provide support to help you succeed. 


However, please keep in mind that I will hold you accountable, especially in terms of class attendance, 


participation, and contributions. 


Masks in Classrooms 


UCF expects that all members of our campus community who are able to do so get vaccinated, and we 


expect all members of our campus community to wear masks indoors, in line with the latest CDC 


guidelines (Links to an external site.). Masks are required in approved clinical or health care settings. 


COVID-19 and Illness Notification 


Students who believe they may have been exposed to COVID-19 or who test positive must contact UCF 


Student Health Services (407-823-2509) so proper contact tracing procedures can take place. Students 


should not come to campus if they are ill, are experiencing any symptoms of COVID-19 or have tested 


positive for COVID-19. 


Students should contact their instructor(s) as soon as possible if they miss class for any illness to discuss 


reasonable adjustments that might need to be made. When possible, students should contact their 


instructor(s) before missing class. 


In Case of Faculty Illness  


If the instructor falls ill during the semester, there may be changes to this course, including having a 


backup instructor take over the course. Please look for announcements or mail in Webcourses@UCF or 


Knights email for any alterations to this course. 


Course Accessibility and Disability COVID-19 Supplemental Statement 


Accommodations may need to be added or adjusted should this course shift from an on-campus to a 


remote format. Students with disabilities should speak with their instructor and should contact 


sas@ucf.edu to discuss specific accommodations for this or other courses. 


  



https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated.html

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated.html
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Schedule 


Modules assignments and exams open at midnight on the open date and close at 11:59pm on the close 


date. 


Module Lecture Topic Reading Exercise Open  Date Due Date 


Module 1  Lecture 1 


Thinking About 


Politics 


Scientifically 


Essentials, 


Introduction 
Syllabus Quiz* August 23rd September 5th 


Module 1 Lecture 2 
Measuring 


Variables 


Essentials, Ch. 


1 and 2 


Exercise 1: Companion 


Chapter 1, 


pg 19-20 Exercises 1, 2 


Chapter 2, 


pg.39-43 


Exercises 3, 5, 6 


August 23rd September 5th 


Module 2 Lecture 3 
Theories and 


Hypotheses 


Essentials, Ch. 


3, pg. 72-85 


Exercise 2: 


Companion, Chapter 3, pg 


67-9 


Exercises 1, 2, 3, 4 


September 6th September 19th 


Module 2 Lecture 4 
Making 


Comparisons 


Essentials, Ch. 


3, pg. 85-98 


Exercise 3: Companion, 


Chapter 4, pg. 87-91 


Exercises 2, 4, 5 


September 6th September 19th 


Module 3 Lecture 5 Research Design 
Essentials, Ch. 


4 


Exercise 4: Essentials, 


Chapter 4, pg 128-9 


Exercises 2, 4, 7 


September 20th October 3rd 


Module 3 Lecture 6 Control Variables 
Essentials, Ch. 


5 


Exercise 5: Companion, 


Chapter 5, pg 115-21. 


Exercises 1 and 5 


September 20th October 3rd 


  Midterm Exam   October 4th October 10th 


Module 4 Lecture 7 
Statistical 


Inference 


Essentials, Ch. 


6 


Exercise 6: Essentials, 


Chapter 6, pg. 196-7 


Exercises 1, 4, 7 


October 11th October 24th 







Module 4 Lecture 8 
Tests of 


Significance 


Essentials, Ch 


7 


Exercise 7: Companion, 


Chapter 6, pg. 141-2 


Exercises 2, 3 


October 11th October 24th 


Module 5 Lecture 9 


Measures of 


Association and 


Correlation 


Essentials Ch. 


7 and Ch. 8, 


pg. 240-4 


Exercise 8: Companion, 


Chapter 7, pg. 163-6 


Exercises 1, 3 


October 25th November 7th 


Module 5 Lecture 10 
Bivariate 


Regression 


Essentials Ch. 


8, pg. 245-57 


Exercise 9: Companion, 


Chapter 8, pg. 185-6 


Exercises 1, 2 


October 25th November 7th 


Module 6 Lecture 11 
Multiple 


Regression 


Essentials Ch. 


8, pg. 257-72 


Exercise 10: Companion, 


Chapter 8, pg. 187-8 


Exercise 5 


Chapter 9, pg. 208-10 


Exercises 2, 3 


November 8th November 21st 


  Paper   November 


22nd 
December 5th 


  Exam 2   December 5th December 11th 


 


Note: All dates and times are subject to change by Dr. Ilderton. Be informed and routinely check the 


Schedule and Class Email or Announcements for any changes or updates. 


*Syllabus quiz for financial aid purposes due by end of 1st week of class or as soon as possible after 


adding the class. Syllabus quiz will not count toward assignment grade or final course grade. 
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Course Syllabus 


University of Central Florida 


College of Sciences 


Department of Political Science 


  


POS 3703.0005 - SCOPE & METHODS OF POLITICAL SCIENCE (Credit: 3 Units) 


Fall 2021 (Monday/Wednesday/Friday 10:30AM - 11:20AM HPH 310) 


 


Instructor Zlatin Mitkov 


Office N/A  


Office hours 
Monday/Wednesday/Friday 2 PM – 3 PM or by appointment. (Note that the 


office hours will be virtual via Zoom) 


Main office 


phone 
407-823-2608 


Instructor E-


Mail 
zlatin.mitkov@ucf.edu 


Correspondence 


The way to communicate with your instructor is via Canvas of 


Webcourses@UCF. Please use Inbox, which is the global communication 


function in Canvas. I will typically respond within two business days during 


weekdays. 


Please note that university policy requires all students to use their knights email 


or to communicate through webcourses email.   


Textbooks 


Required: Philip Pollock, The Essentials of Political Analysis, either 5th 


Edition.   


Recommended: Philip Pollock, A Stata Companion to Political Analysis, 3rd 


Edition. 


Recommended: Phillip Pollock and Barry Edwards, An R Companion to 


Political Analysis 2nd Edition 


Classroom 
Monday/Wednesday/Friday 10:30AM - 11:20AM HPH 310 (HPH - stands for 


Howard Phillips Hall).  
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IMPORTANT!!! - New Policy Regarding Your Financial Aid 


All faculty members are required to document students' academic activity at the beginning of each 


course. To receive the earliest financial aid disbursement, you MUST complete the non-credit 


assignment of syllabus quiz (can be found in Quizzes on webcourse@UCF) during the first week 


of class. Failure to do so may result in a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid.   


Course Description. 


In this course, we will explore the mechanics of analytical research design and methodology in 


contemporary political science. Particularly, we will focus on the issues of measurement, research 


design and empirical analysis. We will also evaluate what are the acceptable and valid means to 


accumulate our findings and knowledge in the scientifically testable forms. The students will learn 


how to manage and perform data analysis with the STATA and/or R statistical software. 


Course Goals 


The course aims to introduce students to the process of working with datasets, developing testable 


and falsifiable theories and hypotheses, aided by the statistical analysis software. The course has 


four goals: 


1. That each student to be able to understand and ask important empirical and scientifically 


answerable questions in political science; 


2. That each student be able to transform a statement to a question and then to a testable 


hypothesis; 


3. That each student understands a variety of alternative strategies for testing that hypothesis 


and whether one is better suited to a question than another; 


4. That each student be able to use these designs with his/her statistical skills in an effective 


way. 


Catalog Description 


POS 3703 - Scope and Methods of Political Science 


Class Hours: 3  


Lab and Field Work Hours: 0  


Contact Hours: 3  


Prerequisite(s): None. Corequisite(s): None. Prerequisite(s) or Corequisite(s): POS 2041  or C.I.  


 


The scope and methodology of political analysis. Extensive examination of the discipline, research 


design and methodology. Fall, Spring 


Course Design 


The techniques of analytical research methods are imparted principally through working on the 


course labs and doing the problem sets, rather than independent reading. Therefore, the course 



http://catalog.ucf.edu/search_advanced.php?cur_cat_oid=3&search_database=Search&search_db=Search&cpage=1&ecpage=1&ppage=1&spage=1&tpage=1&location=3&filter%5Bkeyword%5D=3703&filter%5Bexact_match%5D=1
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materials are structured in such a way that a student who has performed well in the labs will be 


well-prepared for the exams and the take-home open book assignments. The exams and 


assignments will consist of required questions based on the textbook and lecture notes. You can 


find both the required textbook/s and the recommended STATA or R textbook in the university 


bookstore under the course code in the storage section. Alternatively, you can use other private 


sellers if the edition is the correct one.   


The classes combine an examination of fundamental concepts and techniques of political science 


research with hands-on practical work applying those concepts and techniques. It is therefore 


essential that students regularly read, and carefully study the required materials. 


The class assignments and workshops (labs) will be on STATA or/and R, both of which are 


general-purpose professional statistical software package, for data analysis in this course. I will 


assume that you have no prior experience with either of the software. My only assumption is that 


you posses a basic statistical knowledge and a working knowledge of MS Office (Specifically 


Excel) as they are required to facilitate your implementation of the tasks part of the course. To 


complete the take-home assignments using STATA or R, you must use PCs in the HPH 310 


computer lab, the small computer lab in HPH 312 from 8 am to 5 pm during weekdays, purchase 


the software and install it on your own PC or laptop, OR use STATA on the UCF Apps platform. 


Please note that in the current circumstances and the online format of the course you need to 


specifically contact the department's advisor to ask for permission to visit the labs.  


You can purchase Stata at: 


https://www.stata.com/order/dl/ (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site. 


The recommended version is Stata/IC 16 (Intercooled, the base model). Please note that the price 


is approximately $ 200 for a lifelong subscription. Despite the relatively high price of STATA, 


it will be of use in most fields of social science.  


You can download and install R and its main GUI - R studio (which we are going to use) on your 


Windows or Mac. R is open source and free. Follow this helpful installation instructions: 


https://mirror.las.iastate.edu/CRAN/ or How to install R and install R Studio. How to use R studio 


| R programming for beginners   


**Installing R studio on Windows: Installing R and RStudio on Windows 10  or How to install R 


and install R Studio. How to use R studio | R programming for beginners 


**Installing R studio on MAC: Installing R and RStudio on a Mac (Jan. 2019)  


** IMPORTANT!! Please be advised not to purchase Small Stata because it cannot handle the 


large datasets we will use in class. 


** You can use STATA (without paying for it) and R through the UCF apps platform but in order 


to do that you need to go to https://apps.ucf.edu/ and request it access by clicking – submit a ticket 



https://www.stata.com/order/dl/

https://mirror.las.iastate.edu/CRAN/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=orjLGFmx6l4

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=orjLGFmx6l4

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VLWaED9jTiA

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=orjLGFmx6l4

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=orjLGFmx6l4

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EmZqlcKkJMM
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citing the course name, instructor of the class and code of the class (see above). Please note that 


after the first week I will ensure you have access to STATA on the UCF apps platform.  


Class Relevant Discussions 


The Webcourses site of Canvas has a discussion board. This board provides an opportunity to post 


questions regarding the course material and computing on STATA and R. In addition to precepts 


and office hours, please use this board on the course website when asking questions about lectures, 


problem sets, and other course materials. Such a mode of communication will allow students to 


see other students’ questions and learn from them. I will regularly check the board and answer the 


questions posted, although everyone else is also encouraged to contribute to the discussion. Do not 


email your questions directly to me unless they are of personal nature because you will only receive 


a short message telling you to post the general question into the discussion board so that the entire 


class can benefit from the information. 


Make-up Exam & Assignment Policy 


Students who represent the university in an authorized event or activity (for example, student-


athletes) and who are unable to meet a course deadline due to a conflict with that event must 


provide the instructor with documentation in advance to arrange a make-up. No penalty will be 


applied. For more information, see the UCF policy at <https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-


401.pdf> 


An assignment for an extra credit for a maximum of 10 points could be given if the instructor of 


the course decides that to be necessary. 


Requirements 


Your course grade will be based on three components: 


• Ten Lab Reports 20 percent. Participating in the lab work every week is required as for 


every correctly submitted lab report, you will receive up to two (2) points. The class 


includes an overall of 10 labs through the course. You can choose to use STATA or R. The 


penalty for submitting a partially completed lab is half a point. Please note that I will not 


accept a written answer, which is practically identical to another student in the class 


working on the same lab session. Your lab reports will be graded if they have been 


submitted no later than five days after the official lab session has ended.  


• Two Take-Home Assignments 30 percent. You will be given two regular assignments 


during the term. The homework assignments will include a number of theoretical questions 


as well as statistical computing exercises using STATA or R. Each student is to attempt all 


problems individually before the assigned date. The penalty for submitting the assignment 


late is 1 point per hour of lateness. You may work together and collaborate on your 


homework assignments, but your final product must be your own. I will not accept a written 


answer which is practically identical to another student in the class.  


• Two Take-Home Exams 40 percent. You will be given two exams - midterm and a final 


exam covering the topics discussed in class. The exams follow the homework assignments 



https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-401.pdf

https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-401.pdf
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closely. The two exams will include a number of theoretical questions as well as statistical 


computing exercises using STATA or R. Each student is to attempt all problems 


individually before the assigned date. The penalty for submitting the exam late is 1 point 


per hour of lateness. Please note that the exams and the assignments will all be done on 


UCF or your personal computer.  


• Attendance 10 percent. Attendance is required. This course will move fast; you will 


become confused if you do not attend regularly. Late arrivals and early departures may 


count as absences (or at the course instructor's discretion, partial attendance may result in). 


The frequency and quality of participation in the classroom will be carefully recorded and 


reflected in the final grades. Please note that if a student is warned four or more times that 


he or she violates the in-class behavior rules points will be deducted from the final grade. 


  


UCF Accessibility services 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all persons 


with disabilities. Students with disabilities who need access to course content due to course design 


limitations should contact the professor as soon as possible. Students should also connect with 


Student Accessibility Services (SAS) <http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/> (Ferrell Commons 


185, sas@ucf.edu, phone 407-823-2371). For students connected with SAS, a Course 


Accessibility Letter may be created and sent to professors, which informs faculty of potential 


course access and accommodations that might be necessary and reasonable. Determining 


reasonable access and accommodations requires consideration of the course design, course 


learning objectives and the individual academic and course barriers experienced by the student. 


Further conversation with SAS, faculty and the student may be warranted to ensure an accessible 


course experience. 


Academic Integrity Statement 


Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of Conduct at 


<http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/process/roc>. According to Section 1, “Academic Misconduct,” students 


are prohibited from engaging in 


1. Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information 


or study aids in any academic exercise unless specifically authorized by the instructor of 


record. The unauthorized possession of examination or course-related material also 


constitutes cheating. 


2. Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral means: The 


presentation of material which has not been studied or learned, but rather was obtained 


through someone else’s efforts and used as part of an examination, course assignment, or 


project. 


3. Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to another person, 


student, and/or uploading course material to a third-party vendor without authorization or 


without the express written permission of the university and the instructor. Course 



http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

mailto:sas@ucf.edu

http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/process/roc
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materials include but are not limited to class notes, Instructor’s PowerPoints, course syllabi, 


tests, quizzes, labs, instruction sheets, homework, study guides, handouts, etc. 


4. Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work. 


5. Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the source, 


thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s own. 


6. Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than once 


without the express written permission of the instructor. 


7. Helping another violate academic behavior standards. 


For more information about Academic Integrity, consult the International Center for Academic 


Integrity 


<http://academicintegrity.org>. 


For more information about plagiarism and misuse of sources, see “Defining and Avoiding 


Plagiarism: The WPA Statement on Best Practices” <http://wpacouncil.org/node/9>. 


Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating 


Students should also familiarize themselves with the procedures for academic misconduct in 


UCF’s student handbook, The Golden Rule <http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/docs/goldenrule.pdf>. 


UCF faculty members have a responsibility for students’ education and the value of a UCF degree, 


and so seek to prevent unethical behavior and when necessary respond to academic misconduct. 


Penalties can include a failing grade in an assignment or in the course, suspension or expulsion 


from the university, and/or a “Z Designation” on a student’s official transcript indicating academic 


dishonesty, where the final grade for this course will be preceded by the letter Z. For more 


information about the Z Designation, see <http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade>.  


Emergency Services and Support 


Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise during class, everyone needs to work 


together. Students should be aware of their surroundings and familiar with some basic safety and 


security concepts. 


• In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance. 


• Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall near the 


door. Students should make a note of the guide’s physical location and review the online 


version at <http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html>. 


• Students should know the evacuation routes from each of their classrooms and have a plan 


for finding safety in case of an emergency. 


• If there is a medical emergency during class, students may need to access a first-aid kit or 


AED (Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those are located, see 


<http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/AEDlocations-UCF> (click on link from menu on left). 


• To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text 


alerts by going to <https://my.ucf.edu> and logging in. Click on “Student Self Service” 


located on the left side of the screen in the toolbar, scroll down to the blue “Personal 


Information” heading on the Student Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the 



http://academicintegrity.org/

http://wpacouncil.org/node/9

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/docs/goldenrule.pdf

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade

http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html

http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/AEDlocations-UCF

https://my.ucf.edu/
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information, including e-mail address, cell phone number, and cell phone provider, click 


“Apply” to save the changes, and then click “OK.” 


• Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their 


instructors outside of class. 


• To learn about how to manage an active-shooter situation on campus or elsewhere, consider 


viewing this video (<You CAN Survive an Active Shooter>). 


University-Wide Face Covering Policy for Common Spaces and Face-to-Face Classes 


To protect members of our community, it is recommended that everyone wears facial covering 


inside all common spaces including classrooms Microsoft Word - EP-20-1.8 COVID Campus 


Policy Tracked Edits (ucf.edu). Faculty have the right to cancel class if the safety and well-being 


of class members are in jeopardy.  


Notifications in Case of Changes to Course Modality 


Depending on the course of the pandemic during the semester, the university may make changes 


to the way classes are offered. If that happens, please look for announcements or messages in 


Webcourses@UCF or Knights email about changes specific to this course. 


COVID-19 and Illness Notification 


Students who believe they may have a COVID-19 diagnosis should contact UCF Student Health 


Services (407-823-2509) so proper contact tracing procedures can take place. 


Students should not come to campus if they are ill, are experiencing any symptoms of COVID-19, 


have tested positive for COVID, or if anyone living in their residence has tested positive or is sick 


with COVID-19 symptoms. CDC guidance for COVID-19 symptoms is located here: 


(https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html) 


Students should contact their instructor(s) as soon as possible if they miss class for any illness 


reason to discuss reasonable adjustments that might need to be made. When possible, students 


should contact their instructor(s) before missing class. 


In Case of Faculty Illness 


If the instructor falls ill during the semester, there may be changes to this course, including having 


a backup instructor take over the course. Please look for announcements or mail in 


Webcourses@UCF or Knights email for any alterations to this course. 


Course Accessibility and Disability COVID-19 Supplemental Statement 


Accommodations may need to be added or adjusted should this course shift from an on-campus to 


a remote format. Students with disabilities should speak with their instructor and should 


contact sas@ucf.edu to discuss specific accommodations for this or other courses. 



https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk

https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/EP-20-1.8EmergencyCOVIDReturnPolicyEdits.pdf

https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/EP-20-1.8EmergencyCOVIDReturnPolicyEdits.pdf

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html

mailto:sas@ucf.edu





8 
 


Accommodations for Active Duty Military Students 


Students who are deployed active duty military and/or National Guard personnel and require 


accommodation should contact their instructors as soon as possible after the semester begins and/or 


after they receive notification of deployment to make related arrangements. 


Professionalism Policy 


Per university policy and classroom etiquette; mobile phones, iPads, etc. must be silenced during 


all classroom and lab sessions. Those not heeding this rule will be asked to leave the classroom/lab 


immediately so as to not disrupt the learning environment. Please arrive on time for all class 


meetings. 


University Writing Center 


Feel free to drop by the office for discussion or message me in the Webcourses for any issues or 


doubts. The University Writing Center (UWC) is a free resource for UCF undergraduates and 


graduates. At the UWC, a trained writing consultant will work individually with you on anything 


you're writing (in or out of class), at any point in the writing process from brainstorming to editing. 


Appointments are recommended, but not required. For more information or to make an 


appointment, visit the UWC website at http://www.uwc.ucf.edu, stop by MOD 608, or call 


407.823.2197. 


Grading 


Graded tests and materials in this course will be returned individually only by request. You can 


access your scores at any time using the Grade Book function of Webcourses. The grades are 


rounded off in case of the final grade. If the total grade percentage is 89.5%, it will be rounded 


to 90% or in this case a letter grade of A. Please note that scores returned mid-semester are 


unofficial grades. Your course grade will be determined by the following numeric scale: 


Course Points Average Letter Grade 


94-100   A 


90-93   A- 


87-89   B+ 


83-86   B 


80-82   B- 


77-79   C+ 


73-76   C 


70-72   C - 


67-69   D+ 


63-66   D 


60-62   D- 
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0 – 59   F 


  


Important Dates to Remember 


Class introduction-First week of lectures and instructions concerning the course's mode of work: 


Monday, August 23rd, 2021, 10:30 am 


Instructor to confirm Academic Activity: Friday, August 27th, 2021, 5:00 pm 


First take-home assignment starts on Monday 30th, 2021, 9:00 am.    


First take-home assignment: Due date Saturday, September 4th, 2021, 11:59 pm.   


Midterm Exam: Monday, September 27th, 2021, starts at 9:00 am. 


Midterm Exam: Friday, October 2nd, 2021, 11:59 pm.    


Second take-home assignment: Starts on Monday November 8th, 2021, 9:00 am.  


Second take-home assignment: Due date Friday November 13th, 2021, 11:59 pm. 


No class: Due to Thanksgiving Wednesday November 24th, 2021 


Extra Credit Exam: Starts on Monday November 25th, 2021, 9: 00 am.  


Extra Credit Exam: Due date Saturday November 27th, 2021, 11:59 pm.  


Final Take Home Exam: Monday, December 1st, 2021, starts at 9:00 am.  


Final Take Home Exam: Deadline for submission: Saturday, December 8th, 2021, at 11:59 pm. 


Grade Due in myUCF (Faculty): December, December15th, 2021, 9:00 am 


Grade Available on myUCF: Friday, December 17th, 2021, 9:00 am 


  


Tentative Course Schedule 


On the following page, a tentative course schedule is provided. Through the course, I plan to cover 


most of the text. In addition, all lecture slides will be provided to students as they will contain 


material that is not contained in the two textbooks. In the event that the instructor needs to cancel 


class, an announcement will be sent via all students’ webcourse accounts (as maintained by the 


registrar) prior to class time.    
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Week   Date   Substantive Topic 


Essentials 


textbook 


(required)   


Stata and R 


textbook 


(recommended)   


  


1st Week     


Course 


Introduction, 


Concepts and 


measurement I  


Ch1  


    


Getting Started   TBD 


2nd Week    


Concepts and 


measurement II  


    


Ch1  Ch1, Ch2   Lab 1 


3rd Week     
Measuring and 


describing 


variables  


Ch2  


Ch3  


    


 Lab 2 


4th Week    


Proposing 


explanations, 


hypotheses, 


comparisons   


Ch3  


    


Ch3, Ch4  


    


 Take Home Assignment 


1 


5th Week    Research Design   


Ch4  


    


Ch4  


    


 Lab3 


6th Week    


Making Controlled 


Comparisons  


    


Ch5    Ch5   Lab 4 


7th Week    


Foundations of 


Statistical 


Inference  


   


Ch6  


Review Ch1, 


Ch2, Ch3, Ch4, 


and Ch5  


Lab 5  


8th Week    Review & In-Class 


Midterm Exam  
   


9th Week    


Test of 


Significance and 


Measures of 


Association I   


   


Ch7  Ch6  


Measures of association 


II.   


Lab on mean 


comparisons.   


10th Week    


Test of 


Significance and 


Measures of 


Association II; 


Ch7; Ch8  Ch7  


Lab on Chi-Square and 


Measures of 


Association.  Correlation 


and Linear Regression  
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Correlation and 


Linear Regression  


   


11th Week    
Correlation and 


Linear Regression 


I  


Ch8  


    


Ch8  


    


Lab Correlation and 


Linear regression  


12th Week    


Logistic 


regression   


  


Ch9  


    


Ch8, Ch9  


    


Lab Correlation and 


Linear regression 


(Dummy variables and 


interaction effects)   


Logistic Regression  


13th Week    


Logistic 


regression   


    


Ch9  Ch8, Ch10  
Lab on Correlation and 


Logistic regression    


14th Week    


Review 


Foundations of 


Statistical 


Inference; Tests of 


Significance, 


Measures of 


Associations, 


Correlation, and 


Linear Regression  


Ch6, Ch7, 


Ch8, Ch9  


Ch 5, Ch6, Ch7, 


Ch8, Ch9, Ch10  


  


Review and in class 


Work on Take Home 


assignment II  


  


15th Week    


Regression 


analysis II & Class 


Wrap-up  


   


Review and study for the Final 


exam.   


  


  


Review of Logistic and 


Multivariate Regression: 


and research presentation 


by a PhD Candidate  


  


 Exam Starts 9 am .    


  


*** Note: The content of the syllabus and course schedule are subject to change and update at the 


instructor’s discretion if necessary. 


Changes to the syllabus, if any, will be announced in class and the updated syllabus will be posted 


on Webcourses. 


Students are responsible for any changes in the syllabus/schedule which are announced in class 
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POS 3235 (91043), Mass Media and Politics   


Fall Term 2021 Syllabus 


(August 23 – December 11) 


(Traditional/Lecture Course Format) 


(Tuesday & Thursday, 12:00 – 1:15 P.M., MSB (0360)) 


(3 Credit hours) 


   


Part 1: General Course Information. 


Instructor: Alvin (AJ) Quackenbush 


Email: alvin.quackenbush@ucf.edu 


  


Office Hours: Fall 2021, online via Webcourses: Tuesday and Thursday from 1:30 – 2:30 P.M. 


and by appointment. 


  


Political Science Department Office: Howard Phillips Hall, Room 302 


Phone: (407) 823-2608   


Website: http://politicalscience.cos.ucf.edu/ 


  


Required Materials: “Media Politics, A Citizen’s Guide,” Iyengar, 4th ed., ISBN: 978-0-393-


67543-6. 


  


Course Description: (3 Credits) 


Influence of media on campaigns, public officials, public opinion, the definition of political 


news, and selected public policies.  Prerequisite(s): None. 







Introduction: 


Welcome to Media and Politics. Above all, news media has a profound influence on American 


society and politics. The study of American politics as it exists in the 21st century, thus, requires 


an examination of the role of media in framing political debate and legitimizing local, national, 


and international issues. Essentially, this media-focused course emphasizes the ways in which 


news media shape everything we know about politics. Like all journalism disciplines today, 


political journalism is rapidly changing with the Internet. A significant portion of the course will 


be dedicated to new media and how online reporting and social networking has altered the 


current political landscape. 


  


Learning Outcomes and Objectives: 


By the end of the semester, students will be able to: 


 Recognize the fundamental role of media in shaping the public’s perception of 


politicians, the government, and the political structure. 


 Understand the importance of the Internet and new media in the modern information age 


and the profound effect it has on media coverage, campaigns, and privacy. 


 Recognize the strengths and weaknesses of certain media sources and develop ways to 


ascertain the validity of information from media sources. 


 Identify how political figures are affected by the media and ways in which political 


figures respond to, influence, or even manipulate news coverage. 


 Critique the ways in which films and television programs establish political identity and 


establish a framework for societal interaction and discussion. 


 Understand the differences in media coverage of the three branches of government. 


 Apply different mass media theories to describe how important media issues are 


developed or framed. 


 Understand media ownership and media regulation, as well as the diminishing freedoms 


of the press in our capitalist, democratic society. 


  


Topics and Discussion:  


Please keep in mind that in this course we will be analyzing and debating topics that are current, 


relevant, political, and sometimes controversial.  Some students may find that certain topics hard 


to discuss and there may be a level of discomfort.  Please keep in mind that the intent is to 


promote critical thinking, present alternative ideas, challenge preconceptions, and deepen 


important conversations.   


It is natural for students to sometimes feel overwhelmed.  If this happens, please advise me in 


class or afterwards via email. As always, the goal is to maintain a safe space for learning 







Part 2: Classroom Policies. 


Grading: Please keep in mind that all students are graded according to the same standards.  My 


goal is to be fair and consistent.  As a result, I do not make special exceptions for students that 


are not given to the entire class.  Also, students are not given special assignments that are not 


offered to everyone.  This would be unfair to the class.  Additionally, written assignments are 


graded according to course rubrics and assignment directions; points are NEVER taken off 


because of someone’s political ideology, party preference, or my personal views.  Any comments 


in that regard are not deductions.  They are designed to invoke critical thinking, present 


alternative ideas, suggest other narratives, challenge your arguments, etc.    


Attendance: Regular class attendance is expected.  There is a direct correlation between class 


attendance and overall success in the course.  All instructors/faculty are required to document 


students’ academic activity at the beginning of each course. In order to document that you began 


this course, please complete the following academic activity by the end of the first week of 


classes or as soon as possible after adding the course. Failure to do so may result in a delay in the 


disbursement of your financial aid.  There will be a 10 point syllabus quiz due on Friday, August 


27th during the first week of the semester to ensure student attendance in the course. 


Tardiness: Students who are coming to class are expected to be on time.  Students who are tardy 


disrupt other students and the overall learning environment, so tardiness is not 


acceptable.  Students who habitually disturb the class by talking, arriving late, etc., and have 


been warned may suffer a reduction in their final class grade. 


Email: It is the policy of this professor to communicate with you via UCF email or the 


Webcourses message system. Failure to check for e-mail messages will not be accepted as an 


excuse for missed work. 


Cell Phone:  Students are required to turn off all cell phones and electronic devices before the 


beginning of class because they can disrupt the learning environment. This means no text 


messaging!  If a cell phone vibrates or is audible, the student may be asked to leave for the 


remainder of the class.  If there is an emergency situation warranting the use of a cell phone 


during class time, the student must notify the professor in writing prior to the beginning of class. 


During a testing situation, if a cell phone vibrates or is audible, the student’s test or examination 


will be collected and the student will be asked to leave without an option for completion. 


Laptop Computers: Students may use their laptop, tablet, or “mini-computer’ (smart phone) 


during class to take notes or to access the Internet for research.  A student who uses this freedom 


in an inappropriate fashion may be asked to leave the class for that day or to turn off their laptop 


or phone.   


Protected Course Learning Materials:  Please keep in mind that students are not permitted to take 


personal video in class.  Also, all course learning materials are protected information and cannot 


be shared via social media or outside of the class canvas page.  In order to maintain a 


comfortable and private learning environment, students should not take screen shots of the 


course website.  This is to protect the privacy rights of you and your fellow students.  Such 







conduct may be determined to be a violation university policy and the student code of 


conduct.  Please see the "University Policies" section below for more information. 


  


 Part 3: Assignments. 


1. Syllabus Quiz: There will be a 10 point syllabus quiz due on Friday, August 27th at 5:00 


P.M. during the first week of the semester to ensure student attendance in the course. 


2. Discussions: During the semester there will be 6 discussion posts related to current 


events, the media, and course outcomes.  Each is worth 10 points and your lowest score 


will be dropped.  The discussions will be completed in webcourses on our course page 


and will be graded according to the attached rubric.  Due dates and specific directions can 


be found on webcourses.  


3. Written Assignment: During the semester you will be required to write one short research 


paper. The assignment will be worth 50 points and graded according to the attached 


rubric.  The assignment will be type written and will be at least 2000 words (based upon 


the word count in Microsoft word), not including titles and work cited.  Papers that do not 


meet the minimum word count will not be accepted and no partial credit will be given to 


short papers.  The paper assignment will be posted on webcourses during the semester 


with specific details.  The due date will be included in the assignment and is listed in the 


course schedule at the bottom of the syllabus.  Keep in mind that it is your responsibility 


to make sure that your paper is attached correctly.  Late papers will be accepted with a 


penalty.  


*The University Writing Center (UWC) offers writing support to students from first-year 


to graduate in every discipline.  Below is more information about the center. 


University Writing Center 


Colbourn Hall 105 


Satellite Locations: Main Library, Rosen Library, Online 


407-823-2197 


http://uwc.cah.ucf.edu 


4. Examinations: There will be three exams in this course during the semester.  The tests 


will consist of fill in the blank, multiple choice and true/false questions.  The dates are 


listed in the schedule at the bottom of the course syllabus.  Any student not completing 


the examination will receive 0 of those possible points, and this will impact the final 


average in the course.  


Late Work Policy: The examinations should be taken on or before the date indicated in the 


syllabus.  Again, no makeup exams are available without the explicit consent of the instructor, 


which shall only be granted in cases of documented emergences.  All make up exams will be 


short answer and essay format only. 



http://uwc.cah.ucf.edu/





**All graded materials in this course will be returned individually only by request. You can 


access your scores at any time using the Grades section of Webcourses@UCF.  Please note that 


scores returned mid-semester are unofficial grades**. 


   


Part 4: Basis for Grade. 


Evaluation: Your grade will be determined by grades on a syllabus quiz, 6 Discussion posts 


(your lowest score will be dropped), 1 Written Assignment, and three Examinations.   


Syllabus Quiz: 10 points (5%) 


5 Discussion posts: 10 points each (50 total, (25%)) 


1 Written Assignment: 50 points (25%) 


3 Examinations: 30 points each (90 total, 45%)) 


200 Total Points 


  


Grading Scale: 


90 - 100 = A 


80 - 89 = B 


70 - 79 = C 


60 - 69 = D 


59 and below = F 


   


Part 5: University Policies. 


University Policies: The UCF Golden Rule Student Handbook is 


at http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/ and UCF policies and procedures can be found 


at http://policies.ucf.edu/. 


Withdrawal Policy: Withdrawal for each term begins after "Late Registration and Add/Drop" 


ends. Students may withdraw from a class and receive the notation of "W" until the date noted in 


the "Academic Calendar" of the Schedule Web Guide. A student may withdraw from courses 



http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://policies.ucf.edu/





using myUCF at https://my.ucf.edu, or by visiting the Registrar's Office (Millican Hall 161), 


certain college advising offices, or a Regional Campus records office. For a complete policy 


more information on withdrawals please go tohttps://www.academicservices.ucf.edu/ 


Student Code of Classroom Conduct: UCF is dedicated not only to the advancement of 


knowledge and learning, but is concerned with the development of responsible personal and 


social conduct.  By enrolling at the university, a student assumes the responsibility for becoming 


familiar with and abiding by the general rules of conduct.  The primary responsibility for 


managing the classroom environment rests with the professor.  Students who engage in any 


prohibited or unlawful acts that result in disruption of a class may be directed by the professor to 


leave the class.  Violation of any UCF policies/procedures or classroom rules may lead to 


disciplinary action up to and including expulsion from the University.  Disciplinary action could 


include being withdrawn from the class, disciplinary warning, probation, suspension, expulsion, 


or other appropriate and authorized actions. So, act mature, treating others with respect, verbally 


or online. The UCF Student Code of Conduct is in the current Student handbook and more 


information can be found at http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/. 


Ethics: As reflected in the UCF creed, integrity and scholarship are core values that should guide 


our conduct and decisions as members of the UCF community. Plagiarism and cheating 


contradict these values, and so are very serious academic offenses. Penalties can include a failing 


grade in an assignment or in the course, or suspension or expulsion from the university. Students 


are expected to familiarize themselves with and follow the University’s Rules of Conduct 


(see http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/). 


Academic Integrity/Plagiarism: Plagiarism and Cheating of any kind on an examination, quiz, or 


assignment will result at least in an "F" for that assignment (and may, depending on the severity 


of the case, lead to an "F" for the entire course) and may be subject to appropriate referral to the 


Office of Student Conduct for further action. See the UCF Golden Rule for further information. I 


will assume for this course that you will adhere to the academic creed of this University and will 


maintain the highest standards of academic integrity. In other words, don't cheat by giving 


answers to others or taking them from anyone else. I will also adhere to the highest standards of 


academic integrity, so please do not ask me to change (or expect me to change) your grade 


illegitimately or to bend or break rules for one person that will not apply to everyone. 


Turnitin.com: In this course we may utilize turnitin.com, an automated system which instructors 


can use to quickly and easily compare each student's assignment with billions of web sites, as 


well as an enormous database of student papers that grows with each submission. Accordingly, 


you may be expected to submit assignments in both hard copy and electronic format. After the 


assignment is processed, as an instructor I receive a report from turnitin.com that states if and 


how another author’s work was used in the assignment. For a more detailed look at this process, 


visit http://www.turnitin.com (Links to an external site.). 


Religious Observances: Students are expected to notify their instructor in advance if they intend 


to miss class to observe a holy day of their religious faith. For a current schedule of major 


religious holidays, see the Faculty Center’s main web page under “Calendars,” and for additional 


information, contact the Office of Diversity Initiatives at 407-823-6479. 



https://www.academicservices.ucf.edu/

http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://www.turnitin.com/





Course Accessibility: It is my goal that this class be an accessible and welcoming experience for 


all students, including those with disabilities that may impact learning in this class. If anyone 


believes the design of this course poses barriers to effectively participating and/or demonstrating 


learning in this course, please meet with me (with or without a Student Accessibility Services 


(SAS) accommodation letter) to discuss reasonable options or adjustments. During our 


discussion, I may suggest the possibility/necessity of your contacting SAS (Ferrell Commons 


185; 407-823-2371; sas@ucf.edu) to talk about academic accommodations. You are welcome to 


talk to me at any point in the semester about course design concerns, but it is always best if we 


can talk at least one week prior to the need for any modifications. 


In-Class Recording Policy: Outside of the notetaking and recording services offered by Student 


Accessibility Services, the creation of an audio or video recording of all or part of a class for 


personal use is allowed only with the advance and explicit written consent of the instructor. Such 


recordings are only acceptable in the context of personal, private studying and notetaking and are 


not authorized to be shared with anyone without the separate written approval of the instructor. 


Deployed Active Duty Military Students: Students who are deployed active duty military and/or 


National Guard personnel and require accommodation should contact their instructors as soon as 


possible after the semester begins and/or after they receive notification of deployment to make 


related arrangements. 


Disclaimer: Changes in the syllabus and/or schedule may be made at any time during the term by 


announcement of the professor.  It is your responsibility to stay informed of any changes. 


Diversity and Inclusion: One way to promote a safe and caring classroom community is to 


encourage each student’s unique voice, perspective, and presence. The following diversity 


statement gives professors language for explaining how students’ contributions will be valued: 


The University of Central Florida considers the diversity of its students, faculty, and staff to be a 


strength and critical to its educational mission. UCF expects every member of the university 


community to contribute to an inclusive and respectful culture for all in its classrooms, work 


environments, and at campus events. Dimensions of diversity can include sex, race, age, national 


origin, ethnicity, gender identity and expression, intellectual and physical ability, sexual 


orientation, income, faith and non-faith perspectives, socio-economic class, political ideology, 


education, primary language, family status, military experience, cognitive style, and 


communication style. The individual intersection of these experiences and characteristics must 


be valued in our community. 


Title IX prohibits sex discrimination, including sexual misconduct, sexual violence, sexual 


harassment, and retaliation. If you or someone you know has been harassed or assaulted, you can 


find resources available to support the victim, including confidential resources and information 


concerning reporting options at www.shield.ucf.edu and http://cares.sdes.ucf.edu/. 


If there are aspects of the design, instruction, and/or experiences within this course that result in 


barriers to your inclusion or accurate assessment of achievement, please notify the instructor as 


soon as possible and/or contact Student Accessibility Services. 



http://www.shield.ucf.edu/

http://cares.sdes.ucf.edu/





For more information on diversity and inclusion, Title IX, accessibility, or UCF’s complaint 


processes contact: 


 Title IX – OIE – http://oie.ucf.edu/ & askanadvocate@ucf.edu 


 Disability Accommodation – Student Accessibility Services 


– http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/ & sas@ucf.edu 


 Diversity and Inclusion Training and Events – www.diversity.ucf.edu 


 Student Bias Grievances – Just Knights response team – http://jkrt.sdes.ucf.edu/ 


 UCF Compliance and Ethics Office 


– http://compliance.ucf.edu/ & complianceandethics@ucf.edu 


 Ombuds Office – http://www.ombuds.ucf.edu 


  


 


Part 6: Campus Safety Statement.  


Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise during class, everyone needs to work 


together. Students should be aware of their surroundings and familiar with some basic safety and 


security concepts.  


 In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance. 


 Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall near the 


door. Students should make a note of the guide’s physical location and review the online 


version at <http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html>. 


 Students should know the evacuation routes from each of their classrooms and have a 


plan for finding safety in case of an emergency. 


 If there is a medical emergency during class, students may need to access a first-aid kit or 


AED (Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those are located, see 


<http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/AEDlocations-UCF> (click on link from menu on left). 


 To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text 


alerts by going to <https://my.ucf.edu> and logging in. Click on “Student Self Service” 


located on the left side of the screen in the toolbar, scroll down to the blue “Personal 


Information” heading on the Student Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the 


information, including e-mail address, cell phone number, and cell phone provider, click 


“Apply” to save the changes, and then click “OK.” 


 Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their 


instructors outside of class. 


 To learn about how to manage an active-shooter situation on campus or elsewhere, 


consider viewing this video (<You CAN Survive an Active Shooter>). 


   


 



http://oie.ucf.edu/

mailto:askanadvocate@ucf.edu

http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

mailto:sas@ucf.edu

http://www.diversity.ucf.edu/

http://jkrt.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://compliance.ucf.edu/

mailto:complianceandethics@ucf.edu

http://www.ombuds.ucf.edu/

http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html

http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/AEDlocations-UCF

https://my.ucf.edu/

https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk





Part 7: University COVID Policies 


University-Wide Face Covering Policy for Common Spaces and Face-to-Face Classes 


The University expectation is that students, faculty and staff wear masks while indoors, in line 


with CDC guidance and with Florida’s State University System and in an effort to help protect 


our campus community. However, neither the university nor individual faculty and staff 


members may require individuals to wear masks if they choose not to do so. 


  


Notifications in Case of Changes to Course Modality 


Depending on the course of the pandemic during the semester, the university may make changes 


to the way classes are offered. If that happens, please look for announcements or messages in 


Webcourses@UCF or Knights email about changes specific to this course. 


  


COVID-19 and Illness Notification 


Students who believe they may have a COVID-19 diagnosis should contact UCF Student Health 


Services (407-823-2509) so proper contact tracing procedures can take place. 


Students should not come to campus if they are ill, are experiencing any symptoms of COVID-


19, have tested positive for COVID, or if anyone living in their residence has tested positive or is 


sick with COVID-19 symptoms. CDC guidance for COVID-19 symptoms is located here: 


(https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html) 


Students should contact their instructor(s) as soon as possible if they miss class for any illness 


reason to discuss reasonable adjustments that might need to be made. When possible, students 


should contact their instructor(s) before missing class. 


In Case of Faculty Illness 


If the instructor falls ill during the semester, there may be changes to this course, including 


having a backup instructor take over the course. Please look for announcements or mail in 


Webcourses@UCF or Knights email for any alterations to this course. 


 


Course Accessibility and Disability COVID-19 Supplemental Statement 


Accommodations may need to be added or adjusted should this course shift from an on-campus 


to a remote format. Students with disabilities should speak with their instructor and should 


contact sas@ucf.edu to discuss specific accommodations for this or other courses. 



https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated-guidance.html

https://www.flbog.edu/2021/08/06/state-university-system-of-florida-health-policies-for-the-2021-22-academic-year/

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html

mailto:sas@ucf.edu





Should this course shift to remote-only instruction, the university has provided several resources 


to assist students with learning: https://digitallearning.ucf.edu/newsroom/keeplearning/ 


 


Technology Access – Depending upon modality, this course might need to shift to remote or 


fully online instruction based on medical guidance. This course also could be fully online and 


thus it may require access to additional technology. If students do not have proper access to 


technology, including a computer and reliable Wi-Fi, please let the instructor know as soon as 


possible. Information about technology lending can be found 


at https://it.ucf.edu/techcommons/ and https://library.ucf.edu/libtech. 


  


Part 8: Course Schedule. 


Fall 2021, August 23 – December 11, Traditional, Face-to Face Course Format 


Course Schedule: (UCF Calendars are at https://calendar.ucf.edu/2021/fall) 


All the dates and assignments listed below are tentative and can be changed at the discretion of 


the professor with proper notification via UCF email. 


  


Week 1: (August 23 – 29), Drop Refund Deadline August 27. 


Introduction. 


Syllabus Quiz due by 5:00 pm, on Friday, August 27th at 5:00 P.M.  


  


Week 2: (August 30 – September 5) 


Chapter 1: Introduction: Image Is Everything 


Discussion 1 due September 5. 


 


Week 3: (September 6 – 12) 


Chapter 2: The Press and the Democratic Process: The American System in Comparative 


Perspective 



https://digitallearning.ucf.edu/newsroom/keeplearning/

https://it.ucf.edu/techcommons/

https://library.ucf.edu/libtech





  


Week 4: (September 13 – 19) 


Chapter 3: The Media Marketplace: Where Americans Get the News 


Discussion 2 due September 19. 


 


Week 5: (September 20 – 26) 


Exam 1: Chapters 1 - 3, Thursday, September 23rd in class.   


 


Week 6: (September 27 – October 3) 


Chapter 4: Reporters, Official Sources, and the Decline of Adversarial Journalism 


Discussion 3 due October 3. 


 


Week 7: (October 4 – 10) 


Chapter 5: New Media, New Forms of Campaigning 


 


Week 8: (October 11 – 17) 


Chapter 6: Campaigning through the Media 


Discussion 4 due October 17. 


 


Week 9: (October 18 – 24) 


Catch up and Review. 


 


 







Week 10: (October 25 – 31), October 29 – Withdrawal Deadline. 


Exam 2: Chapters 4 – 6, Thursday, October 28th in class.    


  


Week 11: (November 1 – 7)  


Chapter 7: Campaigns That Matter 


 


Week 12: (November 8 – 14) 


Chapter 8: News and Public Opinion 


Discussion 5 due November 14. 


 


Week 13: (November 15 – 21) 


Chapter 9: Going Public: Governing through the Media 


Written Assignment 2: due November 21. 


 


Week 14: (November 22 – 28), November 24 – 26, no class – Thanksgiving Break. 


Chapter 10: Evaluating Media Politics 


Discussion 6 due November 28. 


 


Week 15: (November 29 – December 6) 


Catch up and Review. 


 


Week 16: (December 6 – 11), Final Exam Period.   


Examination 3: December 9, from 10:00 am. – 12:50 pm.  Chapters 7 – 10. 
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INR4502 • INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 
SCHOOL OF POLITICS, SECURITY, AND INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 
UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL FLORIDA 
FALL 2021 


 
 
Instructor Sara Belligoni 
Instructor Email Sara.Belligoni@ucf.edu 
Credit Hours 3 
Course Modality In-person 
Enrollment Requirements ENC1102 or POS2041 
Class Meeting Mondays, 2:30 - 5:20 PM 
Class Location NSC – Classroom 110 
Office Hours  Mondays, 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM • Online, via Zoom 


 
 
• GENERAL INFORMATION 


 
Academic Activity: Students are required to complete the academic activity via WebCourses within the 
first week of classes. This is particularly important for those students receiving financial aid. Please go to 
WebCourses à Assignments à Academic Activity and make sure to complete it before Friday, 27 August 
2021, at 11:59 PM. 
 
Academic Resources: Students have several opportunities to be successful in this class. In WebCourses, 
left-hand toolbar, there is the link to the resources dedicated to students with information on how to format 
their assignments and correctly include in-text citations and references. Students are also encouraged to 
reach out to the UCF University Writing Center (https://uwc.cah.ucf.edu) as it offers resources and 
appointments to support students in strengthening their writing skills. Additionally, the UCF Library 
(https://library.ucf.edu/services/services-for-undergrads/) provides several resources to undergraduate 
students, including the opportunity to schedule a one-on-one appointment with the subject librarian. Last, 
students should check frequently the UCF Calendar for the semester (https://calendar.ucf.edu/2021/fall) for 
important deadlines and reminders. 
 
Office hours: Office hours are held online on Mondays from 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM via Zoom. Within 
that timeframe, the instructor will keep the Zoom meeting open for students to join. The link to access the 
Zoom meeting for office hours can be found in WebCourses, in the Announcement “Office Hours: Zoom 
Link.” If and when needed, students can contact the instructor by sending an email or a message via the 
inbox tool in WebCourses to schedule a convenient online meeting via Zoom if they are unable to join 
regular office hours. In that case, the instructor will send the student the Zoom link to join the scheduled 
appointment. 
 
Note: This syllabus might be subject to change throughout the semester. The instructor reserves the right 
to make changes at any moment during the semester if needed. Changes will always be promptly 
communicated. Please, make sure to check the announcements in WebCourses, your WebCourses inbox, 
and Knights email address.  
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• COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
During this course, students will study the structure and functioning of international organizations (IOs) 
while highlighting how their workings promote cooperation between states. The course is organized to 
allow students to contextualize the work of several IOs, including transnational and regional organizations, 
based on their focus areas.  
 
This course will provide an introduction to international organizations and the international regulations 
administering their establishment, functioning, and working. Students will also be exposed to foundational 
theories, including realism and institutionalism, and case studies, so they can acquire a deep understanding 
of the theories and practices of international organizations. 
 
During the semester, students will engage in in-class debates, presentations, and other learning exercises 
including a crisis simulation of the works of the United Nations Security Council (UNSC). The course aims 
to broaden the students’ knowledge from both a theoretical and practical perspective to stimulate their 
interest and critical skills. 
 
This course is suitable for students with a general background in international affairs, international law, and 
international relations. Students should have an interest in seeking to improve their understanding of world 
politics through the lens of institutions facilitating international cooperation. As students taking this class 
may be interested in pursuing a career within IOs, the course is conducted in part as a lecture and in part as 
a seminar, where students are actively involved in exercises and simulations. 
 
 
• STUDENTS LEARNING OUTCOMES 


 
At the end of the semester, students will be able to: 
• Have a good knowledge of what are IOs, the legal and theoretical framework behind their 


establishment, and their structure, functioning, and working 
• Have a good understanding of the main IOs, including the United Nations (UN), the North Atlantic 


Treaty Organization (NATO), the European Union (EU), the International Monetary Fund (IMF), the 
World Bank (WB), the United Nations Refugee Agency (UNHCR), the International Organization for 
Migration (IOM), the International Court of Justice (ICJ), the International Criminal Court (ICC), and 
additional IOs that will be discussed in class thanks to students’ presentations which will also help 
them strengthen their presentation skills 


• Have a hands-on experience over the functioning and working of IOs thanks to the participation in a 
crisis simulation of UNSC which will also help students developing their public speaking skills 


• Have a respectful approach while engaging in debates and have to defend their point of view, while 
developing effective study habits, research skills, and persuasive writing 


 
 
• COURSE REQUIREMENTS 


 
To be successful in this course students will: 
• Attend all class sessions 
• Complete the assigned readings before class 
• Contribute to class discussions constructively and consistently 
• Submit all assignments and participate in the in-class exercises 
• Promptly communicate with the instructor if and when needed 
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• Keep informed of current events by reading one or more of the resources listed in WebCourses 
Announcement “News Outlets” 


 
 
• COURSE MATERIAL & RESOURCES 


 
o Textbook 


 
Hurd, I. (2020). International Organizations: Politics, Law, Practice. Cambridge University Press. 
https://www.cambridge.org/us/academic/subjects/politics-international-relations/international-relations-
and-international-organisations/international-organizations-politics-law-practice-4th-edition?format=PB  
 
Students should get the 4th Edition of the book that was published in September 2020. This Edition contains 
an important chapter update that will be covered during the semester. 
 
The textbook, as well as Pease, K. K. S. (2018). International Organizations: Perspectives on Global 
Governance (6th Edition). Routledge. from where students will read Chapter 6 are both available to 
students at the UCF Library – Course Reserves, located at the John C. Hitt Library's Circulation Desk. 
Students are not required to buy Pease’s textbook. More information about Course Reserves can be found 
here: https://library.ucf.edu/find/course-materials/  
 
o Scholarly Articles 


 
In addition to readings from the textbook, the Course Schedule includes scholarly articles. For students’ 
convenience, the instructor provides the file of the scholarly article in WebCourses à Files à Scholarly 
Articles which are also available via the UCF Library and/or on Google Scholar.  
 
 
• GRADING FORMULA & SCALE 


 
Assignment Weight Due Date ✓ 
Academic Activity 0% 27 August 2021, 11:59 PM  
Presentation Paper 10% 24 September/1 October 2021, 11:59 PM  
In-class Presentation  5% 27 September/4 October 2021, 11:59 PM  
Position Paper 10% 1/8 November 2021, 11:59 PM  
Crisis Simulation 15% 15/22 November 2021, 11:59 PM  
Bi-weekly Quiz (6 total) 30% N/A   
Final Exam 20% 6 December 2021, 4:00-6:50 PM   
Class Participation 10% N/A  
Extra Credit 5% 8 December 2021, 11:59 PM  


 
Grades are rounded to the nearest integer (i.e., 89.4=89 and 89.6=90). 
 
The following grade scale is applicable in this class:  
 
• A: 100-94 
• A-: 93-90  
• B+: 89-87  
• B: 86-84 


• B-: 83-80  
• C+: 79-77  
• C: 76-74  
• C-: 73-70  


• D+: 69-67  
• D: 66-60  
• F: 59-0
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• ASSIGNMENTS 
 
o Presentation Paper (10%) & In-class Presentation (5%) 


 
For these assignments, students are required to submit a Presentation Paper on 24 September or 1 October 
2021 and participate in an In-class Presentation on 27 September or 4 October 2021. 


 
1. To begin with, students are required to select an international organization of their choice among those 


listed by the instructor in the WebCourses Discussion “In-class Presentation: List of IOs.” Students 
must post in the discussion what IO they chose, making sure to read what students have posted before 
as each student must pick an IO and cannot pick the same of another student. If two students picked 
the same IO, the instructor will randomly assign the second student to an IO available. The 
WebCourses Discussion opens on 30 August 2021 at 6:00 PM and closes on 1 September 2021 at 
11:59 PM. The instructor will post in the WebCourses Announcement “In-class Presentation: IOs 
Assignments” the IO assigned to each student on 2 September 2021 at 5:00 PM. 
 


2. For the Presentation Paper, students must submit a Word document via WebCourses of no less than 
700 and no more than 800 words total, excluding references. The paper should include the student's 
full name, and the name of the IO they chose. The paper must be divided into sections, providing 
headings (and sub-headings when needed). In-text citations and references at the bottom of the paper 
are required. Fail to provide in-text citations and references results in 5 points penalty. Students can 
use the style of their choice (APA, Chicago, etc.). If the student presents in class on 27 September 
2021, then they must submit their paper by 24 September 2021; if the student presents in class on 4 
October 2021, then they must submit the paper by 1 October 2021. 
 
In the first section of the paper, students should discuss the motivation for their choice (about 100 
words). In the second section, students should discuss the contextual background that led to the 
establishment of the IO (about 300 words). In the third section, students should discuss the mandate 
and mission of the IO, relevant initiatives, programs, and documents that the IO has 
promoted/developed since its establishment (about 300 words). In the last section, students should 
discuss of what are the future challenges for the IO (about 100 words). 
 
The paper is worth 10% of the final grade. For each 10 words difference from the minimum and 
maximum word count of 700-800 words, 1 point is subtracted from the final grade (i.e., 680 words = 
-2 points, 850 words = -5 points). Students will find comments in WebCourses explaining their grades.  
 


3. In-class presentations will be held on 27 September and 4 October 2021. Half of the students will 
present on the first date and the other half on the second date. In the second week of class (30 August 
2021), students will be randomly assigned to present during one or the other date. Students are required 
to submit a paper in preparation for the in-class presentations on Friday before the assigned Monday 
for presenting. See due dates above. 
 
For the In-class Presentation, students are required to present what they discussed in their Presentation 
Paper assignment. Students have about 13-15 minutes for their presentation, and they are welcome to 
use a PowerPoint presentation, which however is not required.  
 
The presentation is worth 5% of the final grade. Students will find comments in WebCourses 
explaining their grades. 
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o Position Paper (10%) & Crisis Simulation (15%) 
 
For these assignments, students are required to submit a Position Paper on 1 November or 8 November 
2021 and participate in a Crisis Simulation on 15 November or 22 November 2021. 
 


1. The assignments consist of a simulation of an emergency meeting of the United Nations Security 
Council (UNSC). Students will be assigned to represent one of the current 15 permanent and non-
permanent Member States of the UNSC.  
During the fourth week of class (13 September 2021), students will be randomly assigned to 
representing one of the 15 current permanent or non-permanent Member States of the UNSC. 
Students will be provided with the general topic on which the simulation will be focusing.  
Since the Crisis Simulation will be held in two different dates, students will be also randomly 
assigned to 15 November or 22 November 2021. The topic of the two simulation days will be 
different. 
 


2. In preparation for the Crisis Simulation, students are required to write a Position Paper about the 
position of the country they are representing on the topic that will be covered during the simulation. 
The paper must be submitted in advance of the simulation day. See due dates above. 
 
For the Position Paper, students must submit a Word document via WebCourses of no less than 
700 and no more than 800 words total, excluding references. The paper should include the student's 
full name, the name of the Member States they are representing, and the topic of the in-class 
simulation day. The paper must be divided into sections, providing headings (and sub-headings 
when needed). In-text citations and references at the bottom of the paper are required. Fail to 
provide in-text citations and references results in 5 points penalty. Students can use the style of 
their choice (APA, Chicago, etc.). The information to complete the assignment can be found on the 
IOs websites and online, especially in the sources listed in the WebCourses Announcement “News 
Outlets.” 
 
In the first section of the paper, students should summarize the topic (about 200 words). In the 
second section, students should discuss the position the country they are representing has on the 
topic (about 300 words) while including concrete actions the country has made (about 300 words).  
 
The paper is worth 15% of the final grade. For each 10 words difference from the minimum and 
maximum word count of 700-800 words, 1 point is subtracted from the final grade (i.e., 680 words 
= -2 points, 850 words = -5 points). Students will find comments in WebCourses explaining their 
grades.  
 


3. The in-class Crisis Simulation will simulate the work of the UNSC. Students representing the 
Member States will seat in a semi-circular setting and will be given a placard with the name of the 
country they are representing.  
 
The instructor will introduce students to the event for which the UNSC is called to reunite and the 
simulation will start. Students will be required to discuss the position of the Member State they are 
representing while attempting to negotiate a final resolution to be adopted by the UNSC. The 
instructor will serve as a moderator. More details about the rules of procedures during the 
simulation will be provided in class. 
 
The simulation is worth 15% of the final grade. Students will find comments in WebCourses 
explaining their grades.  
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o Bi-Weekly Quizzes (30%) 
 
Every other week, students are required to complete a multiple-choice quiz consisting of 5 questions. Each 
question is worth 1 point. Students have 20 minutes to complete the quiz. Each quiz will cover the materials 
of the present and previous week.  
 
Each of the 6 quizzes is worth 5% of the final grade. The correct answers of each quiz are made available 
as soon as it is submitted. Students should think about these quizzes to assess their knowledge of the class 
material in preparation for the other assignments and final exams. 
 
Please note that the last quiz, Quiz 6, will only cover the materials discussed during Week 12 of classes and 
it is due at the end of that week. See the Class Schedule below for detailed information about quizzes 
deadlines. 
 
o Final Exam (20%) 


 
The Final Exam consists of two open questions about the materials covered throughout the semester. A list 
of potential topics will be provided in preparation for the assignment and will be available in the 
WebCourses Announcement “Final Exam: Potential Topics” 
 
Students will write no less than 900 and no more than 1100 words total, excluding references. The word 
count should be equally divided between the two answers which should range between 450 and 550 words 
each. In-text citations and references at the bottom of the exam sheet are required. Fail to provide in-text 
citations and references results in 5 points penalty. Students can use the style of their choice (APA, Chicago, 
etc.). 
 
The Final Exam is worth 20% of the final grade. For each 20 words difference from the minimum and 
maximum word count of 900-1100 words, 1 point is subtracted from the final grade (i.e., 880 words = -1 
point, 1140 words = -2 points).  
 
The exam will take place in person during the final examination period, according to the UCF Calendar, on 
6 December 2021 between 4:00 and 6:50 PM. 
 
o Class Participation (10%) 


 
As it is an in-person class, students are encouraged to be actively engaged during class. The instructor will 
facilitate the discussion and expects students to pose questions and participate in the discussion.  
 
The Class Participation is worth 10% of the final grade. 
 
o Extra Credit (5%) 


 
Students who are willing to ameliorate their grades are welcome to take the Extra Credit assignment. It will 
consist of a multiple-choice (4 questions) and open answer (1 question) quiz. It will cover materials from 
the textbook discussed throughout the semester. Students have 40 minutes to complete the assignment. 
 
The Extra Credit assignment is worth 5% of the final grade. The correct answers of the multiple-choice are 
made available as soon as it is submitted.  
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• WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
 
 
Week 1 • Monday, 23 August 2021 
 
Topic: Introduction to INR4502 + Introduction to International Organizations 
 
Readings: Textbook, Chapter 1 “Introduction to International Organizations” 
If you were not able to get the textbook on time for the first class, go to WebCourses à Files à Hurd - 
Chapter 1, to read the scanned copy of the first chapter 
 
Notes: During the first class there will be a round of introductions. Students are encouraged to read the 
Syllabus before coming to class as there will be the opportunity to discuss its content and ask questions to 
the instructor.  
 
Assignments: Academic Activity due 27 August 2021. 
 
 
Week 2 • Monday, 30 August 2021 
 
Topic: Theory and Methods  
 
Readings: Textbook, Chapter 2 “Theory, Methods, and International Organizations” 
 
Mearsheimer, J. J. (1994). The False Promise of International Institutions. International Security, 19(3), 5-
49. 
 
Keohane, R. O., & Nye, J. S. (1974). Transgovernmental relations and international organizations. World 
Pol., 27, 39. 
 
Notes: During this class, students will be randomly selected for the in-class presentations of 27 September 
or 4 October 2021. Please note that the Discussion “In-class Presentation: List of IOs” opens on 30 August 
2021 at 6:00 PM and students have until 1 September 2021 at 11:59 PM to post which IO they want to 
focus on for the Presentation Paper and In-class Presentation assignments. The IOs assignments will be 
posted by the instructor on 2 September 2021 after 5:00 PM in the dedicated Announcement on 
WebCourses “In-class Presentation: IOs Assignments.” 
 
Assignments: Bi-weekly Quiz 1 due on 3 September 2021. 
 
 
Week 3 • Monday, 6 September 2021 
 
Labor Day, no class. 
 
 
Week 4 • Monday, 13 September 2021 
 
Topic: The United Nations (UN) I 
 
Readings: Textbook, Chapter 3 “The United Nations I: Law and Administration” 
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Schachter, O. (1994). United Nations Law. The American Journal of International Law, 88(1), 1-23. 
 
 
Week 5 • Monday, 20 September 2021 
 
Topic: The United Nations (UN) II 
 
Readings: Textbook, Chapter 4 “The United Nations II: International Peace and Security” 
 
Claude, I. L. (1996). Peace and security: Prospective roles for the two United Nations. Global 
Governance, 2(3), 289-298. 
 
Notes: During this class, students will be randomly assigned to countries to represent during the crisis 
simulation of 15 November or 22 November 2021. The topic of each day of simulation will also be 
communicated to students in order to start preparing for both the Position Paper and Crisis Simulation 
assignments. 
 
Assignments: Presentation Paper (for In-class Presentations on 27 September 2021) due on 24 September 
2021. Bi-weekly Quiz 2 is due on 24 September 2021. 
 
 
Week 6 • Monday, 27 September 2021 
 
Topic: The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) + In-class presentations I 
 
Readings: Sachs, J. D. (2012). From millennium development goals to sustainable development goals. The 
Lancet, 379(9832), 2206-2211.  
 
Le Blanc, D. (2015). Towards integration at last? The sustainable development goals as a network of 
targets. Sustainable Development, 23(3), 176-187. 
 
Hák, T., Janoušková, S., & Moldan, B. (2016). Sustainable Development Goals: A need for relevant 
indicators. Ecological indicators, 60, 565-573. 
 
Notes: After the first half of class dedicated to addressing the SDGs topic, students have about 13-15 
minutes to present the IO of their choice. The instructor will provide additional information if needed and 
will facilitate a Q&A session. 
 
Assignments: Presentation Paper (for In-class Presentations on 1 October 2021) due on 27 September 2021.  
 
 
Week 7 • Monday, 4 October 2021 
 
Topic: The International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World Bank (WB) + In-class presentations 
II 
 
Readings: Textbook, Chapter 6 “The International Monetary Fund and the World Bank” 
 
Notes: Students have about 13-15 minutes to present the IO of their choice. The instructor will provide 
additional information if needed and will facilitate a Q&A session. 
 







 9 


Assignments: Bi-weekly Quiz 3 is due on 8 October 2021. 
 
 
Week 8 • Monday, 11 October 2021 
 
Topic: The United Nations Refugee Agency (UNHCR) and the International Organization for 
Migration (IOM) + Case Study: The Migration Crisis in the Mediterranean 
 
Readings: Textbook, Chapter 8 “Refugees and International Migration: UNHCR, the IOM, and the 1951 
Convention” 
 
Hammond, T. G. (2015). The Mediterranean migration crisis. Foreign Policy Journal, 19(5), 1-12. 
 
 
Week 9 • Monday, 18 October 2021 
 
Topic: The International Court of Justice (ICJ) and the International Criminal Court (ICC) + Case 
Study: The Responsibility to Protect (RtoP) 
 
Readings: Textbook, Chapter 9 “The International Court of Justice” & Chapter 10 “The International 
Criminal Court” 
 
United Nations General Assembly. (2009). The Responsibility to Protect (A/RES/63/308).  
 
Evans, G., & Sahnoun, M. (2002). The responsibility to protect. Foreign affairs, 99-110. 
 
Notes: If you want to learn more about the RtoP, the Global Centre for the Responsibility to Protect has 
several resources on their website: https://www.globalr2p.org  
 
Assignments: Bi-weekly Quiz 4 due on 22 October 2021.  
 
 
Week 10 • Monday, 25 October 2021 
 
Topic: Regional Organizations + Case Study: The EU Response to the Arrest of Roman Protasevich 
in Belarus 
 
Readings: Textbook, Chapter 11 “The European Union and Regional Organizations” 


Euronews. (2021, June 4). Belarusian airlines banned from flying over EU or using its airports. Euronews. 
https://www.euronews.com/2021/06/04/brussels-bans-belarusian-airlines-from-flying-over-eu-s-airspace.  


Euronews. (2021, June 8). Belarus sanctions likely to be approved later this month, says EU. Euronews. 
https://www.euronews.com/2021/06/08/belarus-sanctions-likely-to-be-approved-later-this-month-says-
borrell.  


Ives, M. (2021, May 29). U.S. to Reimpose Sanctions on Belarus Over Forced Plane Landing. The New 
York Times. https://www.nytimes.com/2021/05/29/world/belarus-plane-
sanctions.html?searchResultPosition=1.  
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Lister, T. (2021, May 24). Roman Protasevich: The young dissident who Belarus diverted a Ryanair flight 
to arrest. CNN. https://www.cnn.com/2021/05/24/europe/roman-protasevich-belarus-profile-cmd-
intl/index.html.  


Robertson, K. (2021, June 9). The head of the Committee to Protect Journalists offers a warning as he 
prepares to step down. The New York Times. https://www.nytimes.com/2021/06/09/business/media/the-
head-of-the-committee-to-protect-journalists-offers-a-warning-as-he-prepares-to-step-
down.html?searchResultPosition=2.  


Vigdor, N., & Nechepurenko, I. (2021, May 24). Who Is Roman Protasevich, the Captive Journalist in 
Belarus? The New York Times. https://www.nytimes.com/2021/05/23/world/europe/roman-
protasevich.html?searchResultPosition=1.  


Notes: Additional newspaper articles may be assigned as the situation about Roman Protasevich evolves; 
the instructor will communicate any additional articles to read two weeks before week 11’s class. You can 
access The New York Times articles via the UCF Library by using your UCF Federated Identity. If you 
want to learn more about the Committee to Protect Journalists, please visit: https://cpj.org/it/  
 
Assignments: The Position Paper for the Crisis Simulation on 15 November 2021 is due on 1 November 
2021. 
 
 
Week 11 • Monday, 1 November 2021 
 
Topic: The North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) + Case Study: The NATO Intervention in 
Kosovo 
 
Readings: Pease, K. K. S. (2018). International Organizations: Perspectives on Global Governance (6th 
Edition). Routledge. Chapter 6 - NATO 
As only one chapter of this textbook is used within this class, students are encouraged to plan for accessing 
it via the UCF Library’s Course Reserves. Please find more information here: 
https://library.ucf.edu/find/course-materials/. If you have issues accessing the book, please notify the 
instructor in advance to make an arrangement. 
 
Larsen, H.B.L. (2019). NATO’s Democratic Retrenchment: Hegemony After the Return of History (1st 
Edition). Routledge. Part IV – Afghanistan.  
You can access this book online via the UCF Library Open Athens’ subscription here: 
https://go.openathens.net/redirector/ucf.edu?url=https://doi.org/10.4324/9780429505362  
 
Wheeler, N. J. (2000). Reflections on the Legality and Legitimacy of NATO's intervention in Kosovo. The 
International Journal of Human Rights, 4(3-4), 144-163. 
 
Assignments: The Position Paper for the Crisis Simulation on 22 November 2021 is due on 8 November 
2021. Bi-weekly Quiz 5 is due on 5 November 2021. 
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Week 12 • Monday, 8 November 2021 
 
Topic: International Organizations in Action: The World Health Organization (WHO) and the 
COVID-19 Pandemic 
 
Readings: Cueto, M., Brown, T. M., & Fee E. (2019). The World Health Organization: A History (pp. 1-
9, 34-61, 320-340). Cambridge, United Kingdom: Cambridge University Press. Available at: https://ucf-
flvc.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/fulldisplay?context=PC&vid=01FALSC_UCF:UCF&search_sco
pe=MyInst_and_CI&tab=Everything&docid=cdi_proquest_ebookcentral_EBC5879512  
 
Belligoni, S. (2021). Managing Global Infectious Disease Outbreaks. In World Health Organization 
Background Guide (pp. 24–33). National Model United Nations. Available at: 
https://www.nmun.org/assets/documents/conference-archives/new-york/2021/ny21-bgg-who.pdf  
 
Notes: When preparing for class, make sure to only read the pages assigned of each of the above readings 
as they are not intended to be read entirely. 
 
Assignments: Bi-weekly Quiz 6 is due on 12 November 2021. Please note that this quiz only covers the 
materials discussed during Week 12. 
 
 
Week 13 • Monday, 15 November 2021 
 
Topic: Crisis Simulation I 
 
Notes: Students will engage in the crisis simulation. The instructor will serve as a moderator and facilitator. 
 
 
Week 14 • Monday, 22 November 2021 
 
Topic: Crisis Simulation II 
 
Notes: Students will engage in the crisis simulation. The instructor will serve as a moderator and facilitator. 
 
 
Week 15 • Monday, 29 November 2021 
 
Topic: This class will serve to prepare students for the final paper assignment, wrap up the semester, 
and leave time for Q&A 
 
Readings: Please review your class notes, textbook, and scholarly articles to engage in the discussion about 
the final paper assignment. 
 
Notes: Students are encouraged to come to class with questions about the final paper and/or topics they 
want to review in preparation for that. 
 
Assignments: Final Exam on 6 December 2021. Extra Credit Quiz due on 8 December 2021. 
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• IMPORTANT NOTES 
 


o Late submissions of assignments are not accepted (for exceptions see qualified absences below). All 
deadlines are announced far in advance (including in this syllabus). Please plan your schedule 
accordingly. 


o All assignments must be submitted as a Word document electronically via WebCourses. 
o When submitting an assignment via WebCourses, make sure to include your full name on top of the 


first page; also, do not forget to write your full name on the final exam sheet. 
o All work submitted in this course must be original work products. Recycling or reusing papers 


prepared for other courses, in whole or part, is not permitted.  
o Students are encouraged to turn off their mobile phones before the beginning of class. Laptops may 


be used for notetaking only.  
o Classes will start promptly as scheduled. If arriving late, please enter as discreetly as possible. Students 


who do so are marked as Late in WebCourses which may result in a lower attendance and participation 
grade. Please do not leave until class is dismissed. 


o The scholarly articles assigned for class are suggested to be read in the order in which they are listed 
in the weekly schedule. 


 
 
• ABSENCES & LATE PAPERS 


 
Absences from class that qualify to be excused with written documentation include illness, serious family 
emergencies, special curricular requirements (e.g., judging trips, field trips, professional conferences), or 
University-sponsored activities such as music performances, athletic competition, or debate. Please contact 
me if you are unsure whether something counts as such. For more information on authorized University 
events, see the UCF policy. Make-up assignments can be given in case of qualified absences with 
documentation.  
 
 
• MAKE-UP ASSIGNMENTS FOR AUTHORIZED UNIVERSITY EVENTS OR CO-


CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 
 


Students who represent the university in an authorized event or activity (for example, student-athletes) and 
who are unable to meet a course deadline due to a conflict with that event must provide the instructor with 
documentation in advance to arrange a make-up. No penalty will be applied. For more information, see the 
UCF policy at https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-401.pdf. 
 
 
• CLASS DISCUSSION POLICY 


 
This class is a forum for personal growth, curious discussion, and lively intellectual debate. The spirit of 
discussion must remain open, honest, and respectful even when we disagree. We will always be polite with 
each other and recognize that even those with whom we disagree have something to contribute to the 
conversation. 
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• EMAIL POLICY 
 
The typical work hours of the instructor are Monday through Friday, 9 AM – 5 PM. During these regular 
workdays, the instructor will respond to emails and messages sent via WebCourses within 24 hours but 
typically does not respond after 5 PM or on weekends. To facilitate conducting business via WebCourses, 
please be sure to write your messages professionally and include all relevant information. 
 
 
• ACADEMIC INTEGRITY, PLAGIARISM & CHEATING 


 
According to Section 1, “Academic Misconduct,” students are prohibited from engaging in:  
o Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information or study aids, 


in any academic exercise unless specifically authorized by the instructor of record. The unauthorized 
possession of examination or course-related material also constitutes cheating.  


o Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral means: The presentation of 
material that has not been studied or learned, but rather was obtained through someone else’s efforts 
and used as part of an examination, course assignment, or project.  


o Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to another person, student, and/or 
uploading course material to a third-party vendor without authorization or the express written 
permission of the university and the instructor. Course materials include but are not limited to class 
notes, Instructor’s PowerPoints, course syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, instruction sheets, homework, 
study guides, handouts, etc.  


o Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s academic work.  
o Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the source, thereby 


attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s own.  
o Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than once without the 


express written permission of the instructor.  
o Helping another violate academic behavior standards. Students should also familiarize themselves 


with the procedures for academic misconduct in UCF’s student handbook, The Golden Rule. UCF 
instructors have a responsibility for students’ education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to 
prevent unethical behavior and when necessary respond to academic misconduct. Penalties can include 
a failing grade in an assignment or the course, suspension or expulsion from the university, and/or a 
“Z Designation” on a student’s official transcript indicating academic dishonesty, where the final 
grade for this course will be preceded by the letter Z. 


 
 
• TITLE IX - NO DISCRIMINATION POLICY 


 
Title IX is a federal law that prohibits discrimination based on the sex (gender) of Employees and students 
of educational institutions that receive federal financial assistance. Title IX’s prohibition of sex 
discrimination includes the prohibition of sexual harassment and sexual violence. UCF does not tolerate 
sex discrimination, sexual harassment, or sexual violence of any kind. This prohibition is further explained 
in the University’s Prohibition of Discrimination, Harassment, and Related Interpersonal Violence. Any 
student, faculty, or staff member with questions or concerns about the applicable University policies or who 
believes that he or she has been the victim of sex discrimination, sexual harassment, or sexual violence is 
encouraged to contact the. University’s Title IX Coordinator and visit the Let’s Be Clear website. 
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• RELIGIOUS OBSERVANCES 
 
Students must notify the instructor in advance if they intend to miss class for religious observance. 
 
 
• DEPLOYED ACTIVE-DUTY MILITARY STUDENTS 


 
Students who are deployed active-duty military and/or National Guard personnel and require 
accommodation should contact their instructors as soon as possible after the semester begins and/or after 
they receive notification of deployment to make related arrangements. 
 
 
• COURSE ACCESSIBILITY STATEMENT 


 
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all persons with 
disabilities. Students with disabilities who need disability-related access in this course should contact the 
instructor as soon as possible. Students should also connect with Student Accessibility Services (SAS) at 
http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/ (Ferrell Commons 185, sas@ucf.edu, phone 407-823-2371). Through Student 
Accessibility Services, a Course Accessibility Letter may be created and sent to professors, which informs 
instructors of potential access and accommodations that might be reasonable. Determining reasonable 
access and accommodations requires consideration of the course design, course learning objectives, and the 
individual academic and course barriers experienced by the student. 
 
 
• IN-CLASS RECORDING 


 
A state university student may, without prior notice, audio or video record a class lecture in which the 
student is enrolled for the following purposes: 
o personal educational use of the student; 
o in connection with a complaint to the university where the recording is made; or 
o as evidence in, or in preparation for, a criminal or civil proceeding. 


A class lecture recording may not be published without the consent of the instructor, except it may be shared 
with university officials or state and federal government officials in connection with a complaint to or 
against the university or used as evidence in a criminal or civil proceeding.  Violation of this provision may 
subject the student to disciplinary action by the university and/or to a legal action by a person injured by 
the publication. 
A class lecture is defined as a formal or methodical oral presentation as part of a university course intended 
to present information or teach enrolled students about a particular subject. A class lecture will occur most 
often in a course identified by the university as a lecture type course, whether online or in-person, as 
opposed to a lab course or a course section identified as a discussion section. Class lecture does not include 
lab sessions, student presentations (whether individually or as part of a group), class discussion (except 
when incidental to and incorporated within a class lecture), clinical presentations such as patient history, 
academic exercises involving student participation, test or examination administrations, field trips, and 
private conversations between students in the class or between a student and the instructor. 
To publish means to share, transmit, circulate, distribute or otherwise provide access to the recording, 
regardless of format or medium, to another person, or persons, including but not limited to another student 
in the class.  Additionally, a recording, or transcript of the recording, is published if it is posted on or 
uploaded to, in whole or in part, any media platform, including but not limited social media, book, 
magazine, newspaper, leaflet, picket signs, or any mode of print. 
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• CAMPUS SAFETY 
 


Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise during class, everyone needs to work together. 
Students should be aware of their surroundings and familiar with some basic safety and security concepts. 
o In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance. 
o Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall near the door. Students 


should make a note of the guide’s physical location and review the online version at 
http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html. 


o Students should know the evacuation routes from each of their classrooms and have a plan for finding 
safety in case of an emergency. 


o If there is a medical emergency during class, students may need to access a first-aid kit or AED 
(Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those are located, see 
https://ehs.ucf.edu/automated-external-defibrillator-aed-locations. 


o To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text alerts by going 
to https://my.ucf.edu and logging in. Click on “Student Self Service” located on the left side of the 
screen in the toolbar, scroll down to the blue “Personal Information” heading on the Student Center 
screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the information, including e-mail address, cell phone number, 
and cell phone provider, click “Apply” to save the changes, and then click “OK.” 


o Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their instructors outside 
of class. 


o To learn about how to manage an active-shooter situation on campus or elsewhere, consider viewing 
this video (https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk). 


 
 
• COVID-19 PANDEMIC 


 
Make sure to check frequently the UCF page dedicated to the COVID-19 pandemic, as it is an evolving 
situation. On the dedicated page, you can find information and updates about University’s policies, testing, 
and vaccination resources. The website is available here: https://www.ucf.edu/coronavirus/.  
UCF expects that all members of our campus community who are able to do so get vaccinated, and we 
expect all members of our campus community to wear masks indoors, in line with the latest CDC 
guidelines. Masks are required in approved clinical or health care settings. 
Students who believe they may have been exposed to COVID-19 or who test positive must contact UCF 
Student Health Services (407-823-2509) so proper contact tracing procedures can take place. Students 
should not come to campus if they are ill, are experiencing any symptoms of COVID-19 or have tested 
positive for COVID-19. 
Students should contact the instructor as soon as possible if they miss class for any illness to discuss 
reasonable adjustments that might need to be made. When possible, students should contact the instructor 
before missing class. 
 
 








GEO1200 - Physical Geography
Syllabus Fall/2021


Instructor Contact
Instructor: Brian Yeitz
Office: N/A
Virtual office hours: by appointment
Phone Contact: via email
E-mail: brian.yeitz@ucf.edu


Course Information
Course Name Physical Geography
Course ID & Section: GEO1200-0W61
Credit Hours: 3 Credit Hours
Semester/Year: Fall 2021
Location: Online


Course Description
Basic physical elements of geography, including climate, landforms, soils, natural vegetation,
minerals, and their integrated patterns of world distribution.


Prerequisite(s): None. Corequisite(s): None. Prerequisite(s) or Corequisite(s): None.


Course Objectives
● Describe the geographic spatial patterns to the earth's physical environment, including


global patterns of climate, ecosystems, soils, and landforms.
● Explain the basic environmental processes operating between the atmosphere,


biosphere, hydrosphere, and lithosphere that produce geographic patterns.
● Give examples of connections between the atmosphere, biosphere hydrosphere, and


lithosphere.
● Apply technical skills of reading, interpreting, creating, and analyzing geographic data.
● Apply the knowledge gained throughout the semester to understand the characteristics


of different places and to analyze situations related to the physical geography processes.


Required Text
Living Physical Geography (with Achieve).  Author: Bruce Gervais.  Publisher: Macmillan.
Edition: 2nd.


Course Requirements
● 5 Tests – each test will be worth 50 points for a total of 250 points.  Questions will be


multiple choice and/or true false.  These tests will be based on the readings completed
for each unit.


● 7 Story Map Quizzes Discussions - point value for each is listed under the Assignments
tab for a total of 135 points.







● 2 Article Critiques - each worth 20 points for a total of 40 points.
● 1 Syllabus Quiz - 5 points.


NOTE:  Each assignment/test will have a specific due date to keep you on at a steady pace for
the semester.  NO LATE WORK WILL BE ACCEPTED OR DUE DATES EXTENDED.


Evaluation and Grading
There will be a total of 430 points available in this course.  The following chart shows a
breakdown of the point range for the final grade in the course.   Point values for individual
assignments will show up in the Modules and Assignments tabs.


Letter Grade Points


A 387 - 430 points
B 344 - 386 points
C 301 - 343 points
D 258 - 300 points
F 0 - 257 points


UCF Financial Aid Statement
As of Fall 2014, all faculty are required to document students’ academic activity at the beginning
of each course. In order to document that you began this course, please complete the following
academic activity (syllabus acknowledgement) by the end of the first week of classes or as soon
as possible after adding the course, but no later than Friday, August 27th. Failure to do so may
result in a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid.  Even if you are not getting Financial
Aid, you will need to complete this assignment.


Academic Integrity
Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of Conduct at
<https://scai.sdes.ucf.edu/student-rules-of-conduct/>. According to Section 1, “Academic
Misconduct,” students are prohibited from engaging in


1. Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information
or study aids in any academic exercise unless specifically authorized by the instructor of
record. The unauthorized possession of examination or course-related material also
constitutes cheating.


2. Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral means: The
presentation of material which has not been studied or learned, but rather was obtained
through someone else’s efforts and used as part of an examination, course assignment,
or project.


3. Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to another person,
student, and/or uploading course material to a third-party vendor without authorization or
without the express written permission of the university and the instructor. Course







materials include but are not limited to class notes, Instructor’s PowerPoints, course
syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, instruction sheets, homework, study guides, handouts, etc.


4. Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work.
5. Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the source,


thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s own.
6. Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than once


without the express written permission of the instructor.
7. Helping another violate academic behavior standards.
8. Soliciting assistance with academic coursework and/or degree requirements.


Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating
Students should also familiarize themselves with the procedures for academic misconduct in
UCF’s student handbook, The Golden Rule<https://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/>. UCF faculty
members have a responsibility for students’ education and the value of a UCF degree, and so
seek to prevent unethical behavior and respond to academic misconduct when necessary.
Penalties for violating rules, policies, and instructions within this course can range from a zero
on the exercise to an “F” letter grade in the course. In addition, an Academic Misconduct report
could be filed with the Office of Student Conduct, which could lead to disciplinary warning,
disciplinary probation, or deferred suspension or separation from the University through
suspension, dismissal, or expulsion with the addition of a “Z” designation on one’s transcript.


Being found in violation of academic conduct standards could result in a student having to
disclose such behavior on a graduate school application, being removed from a leadership
position within a student organization, the recipient of scholarships, participation in University
activities such as study abroad, internships, etc.


Let’s avoid all of this by demonstrating values of honesty, trust, and integrity. No grade is worth
compromising your integrity and moving your moral compass. Stay true to doing the right thing:
take the zero, not a shortcut.


Course Accessibility Statement
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all persons
with disabilities. Students with disabilities who need access to course content due to course
design limitations should contact the professor as soon as possible. Students should also
connect with Student Accessibility Services (SAS) <http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/> (Ferrell Commons
185, sas@ucf.edu, phone 407-823-2371). For students connected with SAS, a Course
Accessibility Letter may be created and sent to professors, which informs faculty of potential
course access and accommodations that might be necessary and reasonable. Determining
reasonable access and accommodations requires consideration of the course design, course
learning objectives and the individual academic and course barriers experienced by the student.
Further conversation with SAS, faculty and the student may be warranted to ensure an
accessible course experience.


Deployed Active Duty Military Students







Students who are deployed active duty military and/or National Guard personnel and require
accommodation should contact their instructors as soon as possible after the semester begins
and/or after they receive notification of deployment to make related arrangements.


Copyright
This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, images, text
materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use doctrine in order to
enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, download or distribute these
items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for this online classroom environment and
your use only. All copyright materials are credited to the copyright holder.


Third-Party Software and FERPA
During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or software
applications sometimes called third-party software such as a blog or wiki. While some of these
could be required assignments, you need not make any personally identifying information on a
public site. Do not post or provide any private information about yourself or your classmates.
Where appropriate you may use a pseudonym or nickname. Some written assignments posted
publicly may require personal reflection/comments, but the assignments will not require you to
disclose any personally identity-sensitive information. If you have any concerns about this,
please contact your instructor.








POLITICAL SCIENCE 6045 
 


SEMINAR IN 
AMERICAN NATIONAL POLITICS 


 
Fall 2021 


 


Professor:  Dr. Drew N. Lanier Office Hours:  MW 09:30-10:15, 1:30-3:30; or by app’t;   
                        Zoom capability available too via app’t 


Office:  Phillips Hall 302O   
Class Time and Place: Wed., 6:00 pm – 8:50 pm, HPH  
                                       409 


Phone: (407) 823-3753 [direct dial] or -2608 [main 
office] Credit Hours:  Three (3)                                                   


E-mail: drew.lanier@ucf.edu 
 


                                   
“Democracy is the worst of all possible systems—          “We have a Republic—if we can keep it.” 
except for all the rest.” 
                                             –Benjamin Franklin    
–Winston Churchill           
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES: 
 
 This course is designed to prepare graduate students who hope at some point in their graduate careers to 
conduct original research, such as an MA Thesis, teach in or ore more areas of American Politics (at the 
secondary or post-secondary level), or those who simply wish to acquire greater and deeper knowledge about 
American Politics.  Additionally, this course will provide a solid foundation for more specialized graduate 
seminars in political science that one may complete in the future, as well as serving as an introduction and 
overview of the broad expanse of American Politics literature for those students who intend to go on at some 
point in their career to enter a doctoral program. 
 
 For most of you, this course is the inauguration of your socialization into the academic study of political 
science and, more particularly, of American Politics.  While most of you have completed undergraduate 
courses in American Government or other related courses, the study of political science is qualitatively and 
quantitatively different at the graduate level. The transition from undergraduate to graduate study can be a 
shocking one as one moves from being consumers of knowledge, as most undergraduates are, to producers of 
knowledge, as some graduate students become.  Indeed, to that end, another goal of this seminar is to have 
you produce an original piece of research on American Politics.   
 
 Moreover, an introductory graduate seminar such as this generally aims to acquaint students with the 
breadth of the work in the subfield and do so at the expense of its depth.  In many ways, this course will be no 
different.  But the breadth of the work in American Politics is expansive and we will not be able to cover it all—
or even a large portion of it.  Those gaps will be filled in by your later course work.  Nonetheless, American 
Politics can be considered in two hemispheres:  institutions and behavior.  The lines that define these areas, 
however, are blurred at best.   Let me make my own bias clear (which was ground into me by my training):  my 
research and most of my teaching focuses on the behavioral approach to the study of politics and thus this 
seminar will follow that focus.  The selected topics and readings will, however, provide you with an introduction 
to a wide array of concerns, intellectual problems, controversies, theoretical approaches, research design and 
methods of inquiry.   
 



mailto:drew.lanier@ucf.edu
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 Apart from a sense of what we know and what we do not know about American Politics, I hope that during 
this semester that you will acquire a deep awareness of how political scientists think about, formulate and 
execute empirical research.  Along these lines, a large part of the class will be spent doing more than simply 
regurgitating the findings of published works.  While it is important to understand what the readings 
communicate, it is also important for us to think conceptually how we might as producers of knowledge 
contribute to the body of new research on the different topics and themes dominate in American Politics that 
we will explore.  Let us begin. 
 
TEXTS: 
 
Dalton, Russell J.  2015.  The Good Citizen:  How a Younger Generation is Reshaping American Politics.   
 2d Rev. ed.   Washington, DC:  CQ Press.  ISBN 978-1-50631-802-8. 
 
Ellis, Christopher, and James A. Stimson.  2012.  Ideology in America.  New York:  Cambridge University 


Press.  ISBN 978-1-10768-741-7.  
 
Epstein, Leon.  1986.  Political Parties in the American Mold.  Madison:  University of Wisconsin Press.  
 ISBN 0-299-10704-3. 
 
Gelman, Andrew, David Park, Boris Shor, Joseph Bafumi, and Jeronimo Cortina.  2009.  Red State, Blue  
 State, Rich State, Poor State:   Why Americans Vote the Way They Do.  Expanded ed. Princeton:   
 Princeton University Press.  ISBN 978-0-69114-393-4. 
 
Gibson, James L.  2012.  Electing Judges: The Surprising Effects of Campaigning on Judicial Legitimacy.   
 Chicago:  University of Chicago Press.  978-0-226-29108-6.  
 
Mayhew, David R.  2005.  Divided We Govern:  Party Control, Lawmaking, and Investigations, 1946-2002. 2d  
 Edition. New Haven:  Yale University Press. ISBN 978-0-30010-288-8. 
 
McCloskey, Robert G., and Sanford Levinson.  2016.  The American Supreme Court.  6th ed.  Chicago:   
 University of Chicago Press.  ISBN 978-0-22629-675-3. 
 
Rossiter, Clinton, ed.   2003.  The Federalist Papers.  New York:  Penguin. ISBN 978-0-45152-881-0. 
 
These texts should be available at the University bookstore or the off-campus outlets.  Other course readings 
assigned will be on reserve or available through the various databases accessible through the UCF Library’s 
homepage.  Many, but not all, of the articles are downloadable from JSTOR as well (http://www.jstor.org).  
 
OTHER REFERENCES: 
 
Finifter, Ada W., ed.  1983.  Political Science:  The State of the Discipline.  Washington, DC:  APSA. 
 
Finifter, Ada W., ed.  1993.  Political Science:  The State of the Discipline II.  Washington, DC:  APSA. 
 
Katznelson, Ira, and Helen V. Milner, eds.  2002.  Political Science:  State of the Discipline.  Centennial  ed.  
 New York:  W.W. Norton.   
 
Kennedy, David M.  1999.  Freedom From Fear:  The American People in the Great Depression.  Part I.  New  
 York:  Oxford  University Press. 
 
Kennedy, David M.  1999.  Freedom From Fear:  The American People in World War II.  Part II.  New York:   
 Oxford University Press. 
 
Pollock, Philip H., III.  2012.  The Essentials of Political Analysis.  4th ed.  Washington, DC:  Congressional  



http://www.jstor.org/
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 Quarterly Press.  ISBN 978-1-60871-686-9. 
 
Pollock, Philip H., III.  2012.  An SPSS Companion to Political Analysis.  4th ed.  Washington, DC:  


Congressional Quarterly Press.  ISBN 978-1-60871-687-6. 
 
Wilson, James Q., and John J. DiIulio, Jr., with Meena Bose.  2011.  American Government:  Institutions and  
 Policies.  12th ed.  Boston:  Wadsworth/Cengage. 
 
WEB RESOURCES 
 
Canvas Site – Course Management Software   
 
The Course has a WebCourses site associated with it. It is an innovative technology that allows the students to 
interact with each other, post messages to a common bulletin board, take quizzes, and many other tasks that 
facilitate comprehension of the course material and collaborative learning among the course's students in a 
student-centered context. This site, however, is a password-protected domain. A more thorough discussion of 
this course tool as well as how to navigate through it will be offered in class. Navigate to it via your my.ucf.edu 
login, find the course in the Online Course Tools Tab and the Webcourses@UCF Pagelet and then enter your 
PID and password.  
 
RELEVANT ORGANIZATIONS 
 
 The American Political Science Association (http://www.apsanet.org), the Midwest Political Science 
Association (http://www.mpsanet.org) and the Southern Political Science Association (http://www.spsa.net) are 
key organizations of political scientists with various areas of expertise and methodological approaches. They 
each hold annual conferences at which new research is presented to the academic community. They each also 
publish academic journals with cutting-edge research dealing with various topics in the discipline. 
 
CODEBOOKS AND DATA BASES:  
 
An invaluable resource is the Inter-university Consortium for Political and Social Research (ICPSR) 


(http://www.icpsr.org) that archives literally hundreds of datasets (including several versions of the National 
Election Survey (NES) and the General Social Survey (GSS)) from the most important and ground-
breaking studies in political science and other fields of inquiry.  There are many studies here on American 
Politics. 


 
Spaeth, Harold J.  1997.  Expanded United States Supreme Court Judicial Database, 1946-1968 Terms.  


Second ICPSR version.  Ann Arbor:  Interuniversity Consortium for Political and Social Research.  Study 
number 6557.  These data are available from public data archives. 


  
Spaeth, Harold J.  2008.  United States Supreme Court Judicial Database, 1953-2007 Terms.  Ann Arbor:  


Interuniversity Consortium for Political and Social Research.  Study number 9422. These data are available 
from public data archives. 


 
Songer, Donald R.  1997.  United States Courts of Appeal Database 1925-1996. These data are available from 


public data archives. 
 
Federal Judicial Center.  1996.  Federal Court Cases:  Integrated Data Base, 1970-1994.  Fifth and Sixth 


ICPSR Editions.  Ann Arbor:  Interuniversity Consortium for Political and Social Research.  Study number 
8429. These data are available from public data archives. 


 
Gary Zuk, Deborah J. Barrow, and Gerard S. Gryski.  1997.  Multi-User Database on the Attributes of United 


States Appeals Court Judges, 1801-1994.  First ICPSR Edition. Ann Arbor:  Interuniversity Consortium for 
Political and Social Research.  Study number 6796. These data are available from public data archives. 



http://my.ucf.edu/

http://www.apsanet.org/

http://www.mpsanet.org/

http://www.spsa.net/

http://www.icpsr.org/
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Note also that many of these datasets may be obtained directly by navigating to the homepage for the Judicial 
Research Initiative (JuRI) headquartered at the University of South Carolina (www.cas.sc.edu/poli/juri) that 
contains links to all kinds of data (even sets that are archived in other locations) pertaining to judicial politics.   
 
SKYPE AVAILABILITY, PHONE APPOINTMENTS, AND OFFICE HOURS 
 
I have a Skype and a Zoom account and I am able to meet with you via video during the above-referenced 
office hours or by appointment to discuss, via phone, course-related questions.  Because of the virus 
emergency, I highly discourage face-to-face office visits.  My Skype account name is drew.lanier. 
I will send a Zoom link invite if we schedule an appointment.
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 
 
 As graduate students, it is obvious that you are expected to come to class well-prepared.  As this is a 
graduate seminar, you will learn that there is no place to hide.  You are expected to have read the assignments 
carefully and should be prepared to discuss them intelligently rather than passively absorbing something 
approaching knowledge while lurking in the back of a class of 70 or so undergraduates.  I, thus, cannot 
overemphasize the importance of completing the readings prior to our class meeting. Class time is not time to 
read the material but to consider its importance, its consequences, and its limitations.   
 
 Hence, there will be no shirking. If you do, it will be apparent to me and everyone else and it will affect your 
grade.  Moreover, it will also affect your training. If you do not invest the time to complete the readings 
sincerely, then thinking and the analysis of the works that we will examine will elude you and you miss a 
wonderful and unique opportunity to invest in your future career.    
 
 When I say “read the material,” what I mean is that you will, at a minimum, read them carefully, annotate 
in the articles, make notes in the margins and otherwise be prepared as if you were required to meet with the 
authors of the books and articles and question what they have done and why they completed the research in 
the manner that they did (see “Format for Analysis of Readings”). As this is not a lecture class, if you fail to 
read and prepare as I have outlined here, we will likely spend three hours each week staring at each other with 
silence as our companion.   
 
 In fact, you will be assigned to make presentations to the class on selected assignments on a recurring 
basis.  Regular class participation is expected.  The instructor will not spend any time going over missed 
material with those students who were absent from the seminar meeting, unless he or she has a valid medical 
or other excuse.  The following methods of assessing student performance will be used: 
 
 Critical Review Essays (2)   20% (two at 10% each) 
 Literature Review Term Paper        20%  
 Research Paper/Research Design  30% 
 Weekly Reading Summaries         20% 
 Weekly Reading critiques   10%  
   
Late assignments will not be accepted. “Late” means any time after the due date and time listed below, for 
each assignment.  Plan accordingly.  
 
MANDATED DOCUMENTATION OF COURSE ATTENDANCE 


 
As of fall 2014, all faculty members are required to document students' academic activity at the beginning of 
each course in order to comply with federal regulations involving student financial aid.  In order to document 
that you began this course, please complete the self-introduction assignment, on the Canvas Discussion 
board, by the end of the first week of classes, or as soon as possible after adding the course, but no later 
than Friday, August 27, 2021.  Failure to do so will result in a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid 
(adapted from a draft statement from Academic Affairs Office, UCF). 



http://www.cas.sc.edu/poli/juri





SEMINAR IN AMERICAN NATIONAL POLITICS — FALL 2021 — PAGE 5 
 


WEEKLY DISCUSSION, SUMMARIES, AND CRITIQUES 
 
As the course is fully online, there are a number of responsibilities that fall upon you as students that replace 
the discussion we would have completed if we held the seminar meeting in a face-to-face environment.   
 
Each week, students must first claim responsibility for summarizing an article or other work required for that 
week for the benefit of the entire class. State your claim in the Discussion tab for the relevant week to 
summarize that work. Then, summarize that article, its theories, methodologies, findings, etc. (using the 
Format of Analysis of Readings, attached to the Canvas site) by the associated Monday (by 5 pm) of each 
week for which we have required readings.  Post these titled summaries in the Discussion tab for each week. 
These then form the basis of the discussion to be had among all class members during the weekly face-to-
face meetings.  These summaries comprise 10 percent of your final course grade. 
 
Then by the corresponding Tuesday (by 5 pm) each week for which we have required readings, 
respond to, in the relevant Discussion thread, another student’s summary and critique about the article/work 
that they have summarized for the week.  Address whether the original student’s conception and review was 
correct and complete, or if they missed or overlooked key findings or issues with the published work in 
question. These reviews and critiques comprise 20 percent your final course grade.  Thus, there is a greater 
emphasis placed on objectively reviewing and analyzing another person’s work, just as professional scholars 
do regularly. Be forthright in your comments but polite. 
 
Given the number of students currently enrolled in the course, more than one student may 
summarize a particular work each week. This means, that you will have to review what articles/works 
other students have claimed. You may also review/summarize any of the required readings for the week or 
those noted as “for reference.” 
 
GRADING SCALE (as a Percentage of Total Points) 
 


GRADE PERCENTAGE 
A 90-100 
B+ 89-87 
B 80-86 
C+ 79-77 
C 70-76 
D+ 69-67 
D 60-66 
F 59 or less 


 
CRITICAL REVIEW ESSAY GUIDELINES 
 
 Students will prepare two review essays on book length monographs that are NOT assigned in the 
Seminar.  The monographs should not be textbooks or edited collections (known sometimes as “readers”), but 
research works.  They may represent any approach to the study of American Politics, so long as they 
represent work that is directly relevant to political science concerns with American Political institutions or 
behavior.  The instructor will be happy to advise you as to the appropriateness of a work that you would like to 
review. In fact, it would be wise to ask, lest you review a work that is not appropriate and, thus, waste your 
time.   
 
 Review essays should follow this outline: 
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 1. Full and proper citation of the work to be reviewed. 
 2. Basic purpose of the work. 
 3. Qualifications of the author(s). 
 4. Why you wanted to review the work. 
 5. Summary of the basic argument, results, and findings of the work. 
 6. Assessment of the strengths AND weaknesses of the work using the broad topics included in the 


Format for Analysis of Readings as a baseline. 
 
 Each essay will be from 5-7 pages long, word processed double-spaced, using the style of the American 
Political Science Review or the style convention of your home discipline if it is not political science.   
 
 Due dates for the review essays are Wed., Sept. 29 and Wed., Oct. 13; these dates are also noted on the 
syllabus. 
 
RESEARCH PAPER 
 
 I have already mentioned the importance of moving from being a consumer to a producer of political 
knowledge.  Indeed, students in the graduate program will eventually write a thesis or dissertation—whether 
that is done in the field of political science or some related discipline.  Thus, a research paper is a critical part 
of this (or any) graduate class.  The topic can be anything within the subfield of American Politics that you 
want, but it is advisable that you confine the paper to one of the broad topics that are covered here in this 
seminar.   
 
 The research paper will be similar to many of the journal articles that you read this semester. It should be 
something that could be potentially presented at a professional conference or even submitted to an academic 
journal.  Many students use their research paper as a beginning to develop what eventually becomes their MA 
thesis.   
 
 The research paper will adhere to the following guidelines: 
 


1. The paper should be approximately 20 pages.  They should be word processed on white paper, double-
spaced throughout (including notes and references), with one inch margins on all sides.  They must be 
printed in a reasonably-sized proportionally-spaced font. For references, bibliography, and 
footnote/endnote style, political science majors will be required to use the style sheet of the American 
Political Science Review, the department's official style sheet or the style sheet of your home discipline 
if it is not political science.   
 


2. The research paper must adhere to the following general outline: 
 


a. Justify the topic.  Indicate why this is an important topic. Why should the reader be interested in this 
topic or issue? Concentrate on its theoretical significance. 


 
b. State the problem to be studied.  Use specific hypotheses where appropriate. 
 
c. Review the relevant literature.  Describe what kinds of research have been done on your topic and 


indicate the problems or shortcomings of the existing literature. 
 
d. Specify what approach, model, or theory you are testing or the ways in which a particular approach 


of model directs you to the problem you are investigating and how it shapes the questions you are 
asking or the hypotheses you are testing. It need not be a highly sophisticated quantitative approach, 
but it must be quantitative in nature. 
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e. Set out hypotheses derived from your theory.  State the empirically-derived research questions that 
guide your research:  that is, what phenomenon are you testing? How will you determine if the 
hypothesis has been satisfied or not? 


 
f. Give specific operational definitions of the concepts you are using. 
 
g. Indicate what kind(s) of data you will need and how you would get it.  Discuss the problems you face 


in obtaining the data and putting them to appropriate use. 
 
h. Indicate the research skills you will use complete the project:  languages, statistical and computer 


skills, library research, etc. 
 
i. Results and Discussion:  describe and present the results of your study. Were your hypotheses 


satisfied or not? If not, why not? Describe the results in a clear and understandable manner to an 
educated reader. 


 
j. Conclusion:  Discuss what the study has found and the implications of those findings.  What has the 


reader learned? What additional questions do your results provoke? Are their limitations to your 
findings? 


 
 Research paper topics must be approved by the instructor.  For this purpose, an approved one- to two- 
page final description and outline of the paper must be turned in no later than on October 6, 2021. The outline 
should have at least five relevant, scholarly sources (books, academic articles, etc.) included in it. Students 
who fail to turn in an appropriate term paper description and outline on time will be penalized one-half a letter 
grade on the final term paper, regardless of the quality of that paper.   
 
 Brief conferences concerning proposed topics will be a part of the seminar's activities.  Students are 
encouraged to discuss term paper topics with the instructor at any time, and to seek formal approval for their 
description/outlines as soon as they are ready, preferably well in advance of their due date. 
 
 It will be helpful to think of the research paper as the first stage in the preparation of a thesis, even if you do 
not plan to prepare a thesis in American Politics.  The instructor will try to suggest good research ideas as we 
go through the readings of the course and to give you an understanding of the theories, data, and methods 
underlying the research works that we do read.  You are encouraged to suggest research ideas also, both in 
and out of class, as well as to discuss your ideas on such research possibilities with your classmates and the 
instructor.   
  
 For those students who have not completed Quantitative Methods of Political Analysis (POS 6746) or other 
similar course, they may submit a research design, as opposed to a finished piece of research.  The course will 
acquaint you with the methods to empirically study American Politics. Pollock’s volumes can assist you here.   
 
 The final version of the research paper is due Friday, December 3, 2021 by noon (via email in .pdf format 
or to the Canvas site). You will present its results publically in a poster session format at the final meeting of 
the course. More details to follow. 
 
LITERATURE REVIEW GUIDELINES: 
 
 Each student will prepare a term paper which is a review essay on the literature in some area of American 
Politics.  Published political science, or social science, articles can be used as examples of the kind of essay 
the instructor has in mind, remembering, of course, that student papers may be significantly narrower in scope, 
given the limitations of a one semester course.   
 
 Literature Review Term Papers should generally be from 15 to 20 pages in length, not counting tables or 
appendices, if any, or bibliography/references.  They should be word processed on white paper, double-
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spaced throughout (including notes and references), with one-inch margins on all sides.  They must be printed 
in a reasonably sized, proportionally spaced font. For references, bibliography, and footnote/endnote style, 
political science majors will be required to use the style sheet of the American Political Science Review, the 
department's official style sheet or the style conventions of your home discipline if it is not political science. The 
submitted documents should follow the basic structure of the research paper and focus on the main findings of 
existing research and how and where such works are in some ways lacking. Clearly, the literature review forms 
a portion of the final Research paper. So, summarize the findings in a more concise form for the Research 
Paper.  The final version of the literature review is due Friday, November 19, 2021 by noon to Lanier’s email 
or Canvas (in. pdf format).  
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General Policies of the University 
 
Source for these policies:  UCF Faculty Center for Teaching and Learning 
(http://fctl.ucf.edu/TeachingAndLearningResources/CourseDesign/Syllabus/statements.php) 
 
Academic Integrity 
 
Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of Conduct at <http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/process/roc>. 
According to Section 1, “Academic Misconduct,” students are prohibited from engaging in: 
  
a. Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information or study aids in any 
academic exercise unless specifically authorized by the instructor of record. The unauthorized possession of 
examination or course-related material also constitutes cheating.  
 
b. Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral means: The presentation of material 
which has not been studied or learned, but rather was obtained through someone else’s efforts and used as 
part of an examination, course assignment, or project.  
 
c. Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to another person, student, and/or 
uploading course material to a third-party (such as coursehero.com) without authorization or without the 
express written permission of the university and the instructor. Course materials include but are not limited to 
class notes, Instructor’s PowerPoints, course syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, instruction sheets, homework, study 
guides, handouts, etc. 
 
d. Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work.  
 
e. Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the source, thereby attempting to 
convey the impression that such work is the student’s own.  
 
f. Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than once without the express 
written permission of the instructor.  
 
g. Helping another person violate academic behavior standards.  
 
For more information about Academic Integrity, students may consult The Center for Academic Integrity 
<http://www.academicintegrity.org/icai/assets/FVProject.pdf>. 
 
For more information about plagiarism and misuse of sources, see “Defining and Avoiding Plagiarism: The 
WPA Statement on Best Practices” <http://wpacouncil.org/node/9>.  
 
Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating 
 
Students should also familiarize themselves with the procedures for academic misconduct in UCF’s student 
handbook, The Golden Rule <http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/docs/goldenrule.pdf>. UCF faculty members have 
a responsibility for students’ education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to prevent unethical 
behavior and when necessary respond to academic misconduct. Penalties can include a failing grade in an 
assignment or in the course, suspension or expulsion from the university, and/or a “Z Designation” on a 
student’s official transcript indicating academic dishonesty, where the final grade for this course will be 
preceded by the letter Z. For more information about the Z Designation, see 
<http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade>.   
 
The Golden Rule: A Handbook for Students (University of Central Florida) defines academic dishonesty as 
including cheating and plagiarism.  Cheating is defined as “unauthorized assistance; communication to another 
through written, visual or oral means.  The presentation of material which has not been studied/learned, but 



http://fctl.ucf.edu/TeachingAndLearningResources/CourseDesign/Syllabus/statements.php

http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/process/roc

http://www.academicintegrity.org/icai/assets/FVProject.pdf

http://wpacouncil.org/node/9

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/docs/goldenrule.pdf

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade
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obtained through someone else’s efforts and used as part of an examination, course assignment or project 
constitutes a violation.  The unauthorized possession or use of examination or course related material may 
also constitute cheating” (p. 6).  Plagiarism is defined as the deliberate use of another’s work “without any 
indication of source, thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s own.  Any 
student failing to properly credit ideas or materials taken from another is plagiarizing.  Any student who 
knowingly helps another violate academic behavior standards is also in violation of the standards (p.6-7)”. 
 
Normally, the penalty for a violation of this policy is an “F” in the course.    
 
Course Accessibility Statement  
 
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all persons with disabilities. 
Students with disabilities who need disability-related access in this course should contact the professor as 
soon as possible. Students should also connect with Student Accessibility Services (SAS) 
<http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/> (Ferrell Commons 185, sas@ucf.edu, phone 407-823-2371). Through Student 
Accessibility Services, a Course Accessibility Letter may be created and sent to professors, which informs 
faculty of potential access and accommodations that might be reasonable. Determining reasonable access and 
accommodations requires consideration of the course design, course learning objectives and the individual 
academic and course barriers experienced by the student. 
 
Campus Safety Statement 
 
Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise during class, everyone needs to work together. 
Students should be aware of their surroundings and familiar with some basic safety and security concepts.  
 


• In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance.  
 


• Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall near the door. 
Students should make a note of the guide’s physical location and review the online version at 
<http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html>. 


 
• Students should know the evacuation routes from each of their classrooms and have a plan for finding 


safety in case of an emergency. 
 


• If there is a medical emergency during class, students having appropriate medical training may need to 
access a first-aid kit or AED (Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those are located, see 
<http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/workplacesafety.html> (click on link from menu on left). 
 


• To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text alerts by going 
to <my.ucf.edu> and logging in. Click on “Student Self Service” located on the left side of the screen in 
the toolbar, scroll down to the blue “Personal Information” heading on the Student Center screen, click 
on “UCF Alert”, fill out the information, including e-mail address, cell phone number, and cell phone 
provider, click “Apply” to save the changes, and then click “OK.” 


 
• Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their instructors outside 


of class. 
 


• To learn about how to manage an active-shooter situation on campus or elsewhere, consider viewing 
this video (<https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk>).  
 


COVID-19 Safety Protocols 
 
I recognize and understand the difficult times that we are all now face. The COVID-19 pandemic impacts us all 
in many ways, including physically, mentally, emotionally, financially, academically, and professionally. I will 



http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

mailto:sas@ucf.edu

http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html

http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/workplacesafety.html

http://my.ucf.edu/

https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk
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work with you on challenges you may be encountering and to provide reasonable support and resources to 
help you succeed. However, please keep in mind that I will hold you accountable, especially in terms of class 
attendance, participation, and assignments. 
 
Statement Regarding Masks in Classrooms 
 
UCF expects, when feasible, that all members of our campus community who are able to do so get vaccinated, 
and we expect all members of our campus community to wear masks indoors, in line with the latest CDC 
guidelines. Masks are required in approved clinical or health care settings. Social distancing is also a beneficial 
practice. 
 
Notifications in Case of Changes to Course Modality 
 
If the instructor falls ill during the semester, there may be temporary changes to this course, including having a 
backup instructor take over the course or going remote for a short time. Please look for announcements or mail 
in Webcourses@UCF or Knights email for any temporary alterations to this course. 
 
COVID-19 and Illness Notification 
 
Students who believe they may have been exposed to COVID-19 or who test positive must contact UCF 
Student Health Services (407-823-2509) so proper contact tracing procedures can take place. Students should 
not come to campus if they are ill, are experiencing any symptoms of COVID-19 or have tested positive for 
COVID-19. Students should contact their instructor(s) as soon as possible if they miss class for any illness to 
discuss reasonable adjustments that might need to be made. When possible, students should contact their 
instructor(s) before missing class. 
 
Deployed Active-Duty Military Students 
 
A deployed, active duty military student who believes that he/she requires a special accommodation due to that 
unique status should contact the instructor to discuss the circumstances. 
 
Religious Observances 
 
Students may encounter conflicts between the normal class schedule and their honoring major religious 
observances. Students are expected to notify, in writing, the instructor at least two weeks in advance of the 
relevant date if they intend to miss class or miss and assignment to observe a holy day of their religious faith.  
Students who fail to provide this required notice will be deemed to have waived their opportunity to miss class 
because of a religious observance.  
 
Notice of Use of Turnitin.com 
 
In this course, I may utilize turnitin.com, an automated system that instructors may use to quickly and easily 
compare each student’s written assignment with billions of websites, as well an enormous database of student 
papers that grows with each student submission.  Accordingly, student assignments may be subject to this 
additional check.  After  
 
the assignment is processed, I receive a report from turnitin.com that states if and how another person’s work 
was used in the assignment.  For more detailed information about this process, visit http://www.turnitin.com.  
 
[Portions of this Notice of Use of Turnitin.com policy were adapted from “Sample Wording for Syllabus,” UCF 
Office of Student Rights and Responsibilities, Patricia A. MacKown, Director]. 
 
 



https://fctl.ucf.edu/teaching-resources/course-design/syllabus-statements/

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated.html

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated.html

https://fctl.ucf.edu/teaching-resources/course-design/syllabus-statements/

https://fctl.ucf.edu/teaching-resources/course-design/syllabus-statements/

http://www.turnitin.com/
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____________________________________________________________ 
 


POS 6045 
Seminar in American National Politics 


 
TENTATIVE COURSE OUTLINE AND 


SCHEDULE OF ASSIGNMENTS 
 
You are responsible for obtaining the readings listed on the syllabus, whether books or articles.  Many, if not 
most, of the articles listed are available online through JSTOR (http://www.jstor.org) or EBSCOHOST through 
the library.  If you are off-campus and seeking access to these resources, you will need to log-in via a proxy 
server.  The library staff can assist with that process.  Other articles may require the tried-and-true, old-
fashioned method (i.e., one must physically travel to, and actually physically enter, the library and locate the 
hardcopy of the article in the stacks).  


August 25, 2021 
 


Introduction to Course, Review of Course Requirements 
and the Academic Study of American Politics 


 
Complete the mandatory self-introduction assignment.  In order to document that you began this course, 
please complete the self-introduction assignment, on the Canvas Discussion board, by the end of the first 
week of classes, or as soon as possible after adding the course, but no later than Friday, August 27, 2021.  
Failure to do so will result in a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid (adapted from a draft statement 
from Academic Affairs Office, UCF). You should also during this week begin to assemble the weekly readings 
as it is best to work ahead of the course schedule and stay ahead of it. 
 


September 1, 2021 
 
TOPIC 1: FEDERALISM:  Why did the Framers structure the federal government the way that they did? What 
lessons were learned from ancient history? From recent American experience? What were the Framers trying 
to achieve with the Federal structure that they proposed? Why were the Federalist Papers written? And who 
was their audience? What are the pitfalls or disadvantages to the Federal system envisaged by the Framers? 
How does it affect current American Politics? Given the political development of the nation since its founding, 
and especially the upheaval surrounding the 2020 presidential election, are the Federalist Papers still relevant 
to an understanding of American Politics today? Or, are they outdated, obscure, dusty relics of a distant past? 
 
Read:  Madison, Hamilton and Jay, The Federalist Papers (Rossiter, ed.), all. For purposes of the weekly 


reading summary requirements, sets include Nos. 1-10, 11-20, 21-30, 31-40, 41-50, 51-60, 61-70, 71-
80, 81-85.  


         
September 8, 2021 


 
TOPIC 2:   POLITICAL PARTICIPATION:  Why do people participate in politics? Do rates of participation vary 
with the type of action taken? Do the same factors that explain one form of participation (such as voting) 
explain other forms of political participation (such as protesting or joining an interest group)? How can we 
account for differences in turnout? The institutional rules of the game? Socio-demographic differences? 
Political parties and their declining saliency? Political attitudes? Declining civic awareness among the 
electorate? What has it declined over the last 40 years? Should we not expect that participation to have 
increased? How does the US rate of participation compare to other industrialized nations? Are there 
institutional consequences for low turnout? Does it matter for the outcomes of elections or to the broader 
health of the Republic? 
 
 



http://www.jstor.org/
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Read:   
 


• Jackman, Robert W.  1987.  “Political Institutions and Voter Turnout in Industrial Democracies.”  
American Political Science Review 81:405-23.  


• Putnam, Robert. 1995.  “Tuning In, Tuning Out:  The Strange Disappearance of Social Capital in 
America.”  PS:  Political Science and Politics 38:  664-83. 


• Wolfinger, Raymond E., Benjamin Highton, and Megan Mullin.  2005.   “How Postregistration Laws 
Affect the Turnout of Citizens Registered to Vote.”  State Politics and Policy Quarterly 5(1):  1-23. 


• Tolbert, Caroline J., and Ramona S. McNeal.  2003.  “Unraveling the Effects of the Internet on Political 
Participation.”  Political Research Quarterly 56: 175-85. 


• McDonald, Michael P., and Samuel L. Popkin.  2001.  “The Myth of the Vanishing Voter.”  American 
Political Science Review 95: 963-74. 


• Kam, Cindy D., and Carl L. Palmer.  2008.  “Reconsidering the Effects of Education on Political 
Participation.”  The Journal of Politics 70:612-31. 


• Lau, Richard K., and Gerald M. Pomper.  2001.  “The Effects of Negative Campaigning on Turnout in 
U.S. Senate Elections, 1988-1998.”  The Journal of Politics 63: 804-819. 


• Holbrook, Thomas M., and Scott D. McClurg. 2005. “The Mobilization of Core Supporters: Campaigns, 
Turnout, and Electoral Composition in United States Presidential Elections.” American Journal of 
Political Science 49(4): 689-703. 


 
September 15, 2021 


 
TOPIC 3:  THE CONGRESS AND LEGISLATIVE POLITICS 
 
What motivates members of Congress when they vote? Does it vary across time? Across Institutions? Issues? 
Do constituents’ views really impact the course of legislative politics? Or are our elected representatives 
implementing a more “trustee” viewpoint? 
 
Read: 
 


• Fenno, Richard.  1977.  “U.S. House Members in Their Constituencies.”  American Political Science 
Review 71:  883-917. 


• Kingdon, John W.  1977.  “Models of Legislative Voting.”  The Journal of Politics 39: 563-95. 


• Miller, Warren and Donald Stokes.  1963.  “Constituency Influence in Congress.”  American Political 
Science Review 57: 45-57. 


• Binder, Sarah A.  1999.  “The Dynamics of Legislative Gridlock, 19476-96.”  American Political Science 
Review 93: 519-33. 


• Stimson, James A., Michael B. MacKuen, and Robert S. Erikson.  1995.  “Dynamic Representation.”  
American Political Science Review 89: 543-65. 


• Edwards, George C., III, Andrew Barrett, and Jeffrey Peake. 1997. “The Legislative Impact of Divided 
Government.” American Journal of Political Science 41(2): 545-63. 


• Krehbiel, Keith. 1988.  “Spatial Models of Legislative Choice.”  Legislative Studies Quarterly 13: 259-
319. 
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For Reference: 
• Mayhew, David R. 1974. Congress: The Electoral Connection. New Haven:  Yale University Press. 


• Cooper, Joseph, and David W. Brady. 1981. “Institutional Context and Leadership Style: The House 
from Cannon to Rayburn.” American Political Science Review 75 (June): 411-25. 


• Sinclair, Barbara. 2011. Unorthodox Lawmaking: New Legislative Processes in the U.S. Congress.  4th 
ed. Washington, DC:  Congressional Quarterly Press. 


• Aldrich, John H. and David W. Rohde. 2000. “The Consequences of Party Organization in the House.” 
In Polarized Politics: Congress and the President in a Partisan Era, eds. Jon R. Bond and Richard 
Fleisher. Washington, DC: Congressional Quarterly Press.   


• Krehbiel, Keith. 1998.   Pivotal Politics.  Chicago: University of Chicago Press.   


 
September 22, 2021 


 
TOPIC 4:  THE PRESIDENCY I 
 
As the chief executive of the nation and its figurehead, the president is, perhaps, the most visible actor in the 
political world.  We attribute all sorts of power to the president—even some that he does not possess. He is 
known as the “most powerful person in the world,” a political distinction.  What is the basis of this assessment? 
Is it an empirically supported view? Does the president act as the preeminent player in American Politics? 
Does the president’s standing with the American public influence his power or success rate? Does it make 
sense to study the president or should we study the presidency as an institution? How we measure concepts 
such as “power” and “influence” when studying presidents and the presidency? What explains presidential 
success and failure? 
 
Read:   
 


• Groeling, Tim and Samuel Kernell.  1998.  “Is Network News Coverage of the President Biased?” The 
Journal of Politics 60: 1064-86. 


• Beckmann, Matthew N., and Joseph Godfrey.  2007.  “The Policy Opportunities in Presidential 
Honeymoons.”  Political Research Quarterly 60:  250-62. 


• Lanier, Drew Noble, and Brett Michael Jones. 2018. “Public Opinion and the President’s Use of 
Executive Orders: The Long-Run Impact of Unilateral Powers, 1953-2012.” Presidential Studies 
Quarterly 48(Dec.): 845-59. 
 


• Barrett, Andrew W.  2004.  “Gone Public:  The Impact of Going Public on Presidential Legislative 
Success.”  American Politics Research 32: 338-70. 


• Johnson, Timothy and Jason Roberts.  2004.  “Presidential Capital and the Supreme Court 
Confirmation Process.”  The Journal of Politics 66: 663-83. 


• Nicholson, Stephen P., Gary M. Segura, and Nathan D. Woods. 2002. “Presidential Approval and the 
Mixed Blessing of Divided Government.” The Journal of Politics 64 (3): 701-20. 


• Mellen, Rob, and Kathleen Searles. 2013. "Predicting Presidential Appearances During Midterm 
Elections: The President and House Candidates, 1982-2010." American Politics Research 41 (2): 
328-47.  


• Waterman, Richard C., Hank C. Jenkins-Smith, and Carol L. Silva. 1999. “The Expectations Gap 
Thesis: Public Attitudes Toward an Incumbent President.” The Journal of Politics 61 (4): 944-66. 
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For Reference:   
 


• Cronin, Thomas E., and Michael A. Genovese.  2010.  The Paradoxes of the American Presidency.  3d ed. 
New York:  Oxford University Press.  


• Kernell, Samuel.  2006.  Going Public:  New Strategies of Presidential Leadership.  4th ed.  
Washington, DC:  Congressional Quarterly.   


 
September 29, 2021 


 
CRITICAL REVIEW ESSAY #1 IS DUE BY 5 PM TO  
LANIER’S EMAIL OR CANVAS IN .PDF FORMAT 


 
TOPIC 5: THE PRESIDENCY II:  POLICY DOMAIN AND PRESIDENTIAL SUCCESS 
 
Read:   
 


• Wildavsky, Aaron.  1966.  “The Two Presidencies.”  Trans-Action 4:7-14. 


• LeLoup, Lance T., and Stephen A. Shull.  1979.  “Congress Versus the Executive:  The ‘Two 
Presidencies’ Reconsidered.”  Social Science Quarterly 59: 704-19. 


• Sigelman, Lee.  1979.  “A Reassessment of the Two Presidencies Thesis.”  The Journal of Politics 41: 
1195-1205. 


• Fleisher, Richard, and Jon R. Bond. 1988. “Are There Two Presidencies? Yes, But Only for 
Republicans.” The Journal of Politics 50 (3): 747-767 


• Fleisher, Richard, Jon R. Bond, Glen S. Krutz, and Stephen Hanna.  2000.  “The Demise of the Two 
Presidencies.”  American Politics Research 28: 3-25. 


• Meernik, James, and Michael Ault.  2001.  “Public Opinion and Support for the U.S. Presidents’ Foreign 
Policies.”  American Politics Research 29: 352-73.  


• Canes-Wrone, Brandice, William Howell, and David Lewis. 2008. “Toward a Broader Understanding of 
Presidential Power: A Re-Evaluation of the Two Presidencies Thesis.” The Journal of Politics 70(1): 1-
16. 


• Hamilton, Alexander. The Federalist Papers, Nos. 51 and 69. 


• Marshall, Bryan W., and Richard L. Pacelle, Jr. 2005. “Revisiting the Two Presidencies: The Strategic 
Use of Executive Orders.” American Politics Research 33 (1): 81-105. 


• Schraufnagel, Scot, and Stephen Shellman. 2001. “The Two Presidencies, 1984-98: A Replication and 
Extension.” Presidential Studies Quarterly 31(4): 699-707. 


 


October 6, 2021 
 


FINAL (APPROVED) TERM PAPER DESCRIPTION/OUTLINE DUE BY THIS DATE 
 


TOPIC 6:  THE PRESIDENT AND THE CONGRESS 
 
The president and the Congress are designed as separate institutions sharing power. Each sets their own 
internal rules.  How do the two institutions inter-relate? Does divided government shape that interaction? How 
do we measure the success of the president in the legislative arena? How do pending elections complicate the 
relationship between the two branches who are not required to cooperate with each other? How do the 
practicalities of constitutional law-making force them to work together? 
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Read: 
• Canes-Wrone, Brandice, and Scott de Marchi. 2002. “Presidential Approval and Legislative Success.” 


The Journal of Politics 64(2): 491-509. 


• Edwards, George C., III, Andrew Barrett, and Jeffrey Peake. 1997. “The Legislative Impact of Divided 
Government.” American Journal of Political Science 41(2): 545-63. 


• Bailey, Michael A. 2007.  “Comparable Preference Estimates Across Time and Institutions for the 
Court, Congress, and Presidency.”  American Journal of Political Science 51(July):  433-48. 


• Gilmour, John B. 2011. “Political Theater or Bargaining Failure: Why Presidents Veto.” Presidential 
Studies Quarterly 41(3): 471-87. 


• Krehbiel, Keith. 1988.  “Spatial Models of Legislative Choice.”  Legislative Studies Quarterly 13: 259-
319. 


• Lee, Francis. 2008. “Dividers, Not Uniters: Presidential Leadership and Senate Partisanship.” The 
Journal of Politics 70(4): 914-28. 


• Mayhew, David R.  2005.  Divided We Govern:  Party Control, Lawmaking, and Investigations, 1946-
2002. 2d edition. New Haven:  Yale University Press. ISBN 978-0-30010-288-8. For weekly reading 
summary assignment purposes, sets include Chapts. 1-2, 3-4., 5-6, and, 7-Epilogue. 


 
October 13, 2021 


 
CRITICAL REVIEW ESSAY #1 IS DUE BY 5 PM TO  
LANIER’S EMAIL OR CANVAS IN .PDF FORMAT 


 
 
TOPIC 7:  THE MASS MEDIA  
 
Do the mass media influence political outcomes—intentionally or not? Does the mass media set the political 
agenda and, thus, tell us what issues are important and perhaps what to think about them? Do they tell us 
upon what criteria to evaluate political officials and political institutions? Of the various media, which is the 
most important and to whom? Has the rise of television changed the nature of politics? Or has politics changed 
the nature of television and other media?  
 
Read:  
 


• Brians, Craig Leonard and Martin P. Wattenberg.  1996.  “Campaign Issue Knowledge and Salience:  
Comparing Reception from TV Commercials, TV News and Newspapers.”  American Journal of Political 
Science 40: 172-93. 


• Bennett, Stephen.  1998.  “Political Talk Radio’s Relationship with Democratic Citizenship.”  American 
Review of Politics 19: 17-30. 


• Baumgartner, Jody and Jonathan S. Morris.  2006.  “The Daily Show Effect:  Candidate Evaluations, 
Efficacy, and American Youth.”  American Politics Research 34: 341-67. 


• Parkin, Michael.  2010.  “Taking Late Night Comedy Seriously:  How Candidate Appearances on Late 
Night Television Can Engage Viewers.”  Political Research Quarterly 63: 3-15. 


• Gilens, Martin, Lynn Vavreck, and Martin Cohen.  2007.  “The Mass Media and the Public’s 
Assessment of Presidential Candidates, 1952-2000.”  The Journal of Politics 69: 1160-75. 


• Dolan, Kathleen.  2005.  “Do Women Candidates Play to Gender Stereotypes? Do Men Candidates 
Play to Women? Candidate Sex and Issues Priorities on Campaign Websites.”  Political Research 
Quarterly 58: 31-44. 
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• Groelling, Tim. 2008. "Who's the Fairest of them All? An Empirical Test for Partisan Bias on ABC, CBS, 
NBC, and Fox News." Presidential Studies Quarterly 38 (4): 631–57.  


• Kernell, Samuel, and Laurie L. Rice. 2011. “Cable and the Partisan Polarization of the President’s 
Audience.” Presidential Studies Quarterly 41 (4): 693-711. 


 
For Reference:   
 


• Graber, Doris.  2009.  Mass Media and American Politics. 8th ed.  Washington, DC:  Congressional 
Quarterly. 


 
October 20, 2021 


 
TOPIC 8: UNITED STATES SUPREME COURT BEHAVIOR – JUDICIAL POLITICS PART I 
 
What influences judges to vote the way that they do? Are courts “political”? Does the law have any influence 
on courts? What issues have dominated the Court’s agenda across time? What can we discern from the 
courts’ actions that are relevant to the overall structure of American Politics? How have the courts responded 
to the demands of the larger political environment of which they are an element? 
 
Read:   
 


• McCloskey, Robert G.  2005.  The American Supreme Court.  Rev. ed. by Sanford Levinson.  Chicago:  
 University of Chicago Press.  ISBN 979-0-226-55682-4.  For weekly reading purposes, sets here 


include the individual chapters 1-9 and the epilogue. 
 


• Pacelle, Richard.  1995.  “The Dynamics and Determinants of Agenda Change in the Rehnquist Court.”  
In Contemplating Courts, ed. Lee Epstein.  Washington, DC:  Congressional Quarterly Press. 


 
For Reference: 
 


• Baird, Vanessa A.  2007.  Answering the Call of the Court:  How Justices and Litigants Set the 
Supreme Court Agenda.  Charlottesville, VA:  University of Virginia Press.   


• Cross, Frank.  2007.  Decision Making in the U.S. Courts of Appeals. Stanford:  Stanford University 
Press. 


• Schubert, Glendon.  1965.  The Judicial Mind:  Attitudes and Ideologies of Supreme Court Justices, 
1946-1963.  Evanston, Ill.:  Northwestern University Press 


• Lanier, Drew Noble.  2003.  Of Time and Judicial Behavior: Time Series Analyses of United States 
Supreme Court Agenda-Setting and Decision-Making, 1888-1997.   Selinsgrove, PA:  Susquehanna 
University Press.   


• O’Brien, David M.  2011.  Storm Center:  The Supreme Court in American Politics.  9th ed.  New York:  
W.W. Norton. 


• Clayton, Cornell W., and Howard Gillman, eds.  1999.  Supreme Court Decision-Making:  New 
Institutionalist  Approaches.  Chicago:  University of Chicago Press.   


 
 
 
 
 
 
 







SEMINAR IN AMERICAN NATIONAL POLITICS — FALL 2021 — PAGE 18 
 


October 27, 2021 
 
RESEARCH PAPER TOPICS SHOULD BE APPROVED BY THIS DATE 
 
TOPIC 9: CITIZENSHIP, CIVIC ENGAGEMENT, AND THE MILLENIAL GENERATION 
 
There has been a growing chorus of political analysts who suggest, in doomsday rhetoric, that the American 
voting public is uncivil, disengaged and alienated.  And it is only growing worse with a younger generation of 
Americans who do not see the value in voting or other types of conventional political participation. Is this 
viewpoint empirically supported? How are Americans changing their views on what “good citizenship” means? 
How do new patterns of citizenship affect the political process and how do new institutions reflect the values of 
the contemporary American voting public, across generations? How are younger generations compared to 
those in other industrialized nations when it comes to participation and civic engagement? You should here 
begin to see connections with other concepts covered in the course to date. 
 
Read:  Dalton, Russell J.  2015.  The Good Citizen:  How a Younger Generation is Reshaping American 


Politics.  2d Rev. ed.   Washington, DC:  CQ Press.  ISBN 978-1-50631-802-8. For weekly reading 
purposes, sets here include Chapt. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, and 9. 


 
For Reference:   
 


• Brokaw, Tom.  1998. The Greatest Generation.  New York:  Random House.   


• Inglehart, Ronald.  1990.  Culture Shift in Advanced Industrial Society.  Princeton:  Princeton University 
Press.  


• Putnam, Robert.  2000.  Bowling Alone:  The Collapse and Renewal of American Community. New 
York: Simon and Schuster. 


 
November 3, 2021 


 
TOPIC 10: SELECTING JUDGES—JUDICIAL POLITICS PART II 
 
Read:   
 


• Gibson, James L.  2012.  Electing Judges: The Surprising Effects of Campaigning on Judicial 
Legitimacy. Chicago:  University of Chicago Press.  ISBN 978-0-226-29108-6.  For weekly reading 
purposes, sets here include chapters 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7. 
 


• Hurwitz, Mark S., and Drew Noble Lanier.  2003.  “Explaining Judicial Diversity:   The Differential Ability 
of  Women and Minorities to Attain Seats on State Supreme and Appellate Courts.”  State Politics and 
Policy Quarterly 3(4): 329-52 
 


 For Reference:   
 


• Murphy, Walter.  1964.  Elements of Judicial Strategy.  Chicago: University of Chicago Press.  


• Maltzman, Forrest and Paul Wahlbeck. 1996. "Strategic Policy Considerations and Voting Fluidity on 
the Burger Court." 90 American Political Science Review 581-592.  


• Epstein, Lee and Thomas G. Walker. 1995. "The Role of the Supreme Court in American Society: 
Playing the Reconstruction Game." In Contemplating Courts, ed. Lee Epstein. Washington: CQ Press. 


• Knight, Jack and Lee Epstein. 1996. "On the Struggle for Judicial Supremacy." 30 Law & Society 
Review 87-120.  
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• Brenner, Saul. 1982.  “Strategic Choice and Opinion Assignment on the U.S. Supreme Court:  A 
Reexamination.”  Western Political Quarterly 35:204-11. 


• Brenner, Saul. 1979.  “The New Certiorari Game.”  The Journal of Politics 41: 649-655. 


• Schubert, Glendon A. 1962.  “Policy Without Law: An Extension of the Certiorari Game.”  Stanford Law 
Review 14: 284-327. 


• Clayton and Gillman, Ch. 2, “Strategy and Judicial Choice:  New Institutionalist Approaches to Supreme 
Court Decision-Making,” pp. 43-64 (by Forrest Maltzman, James F. Spriggs, II, and Paul J. Wahlbeck).  


• Maltzman, Forrest, James F. Spriggs, II, and Paul J. Wahlbeck.  2000.  Crafting Law on the Supreme 
Court:  The Collegial Game.  New York:  Cambridge University Press.   


 


November 10, 2021 
 
TOPIC 11:  IDEOLOGY AND MASS BELIEF SYSTEMS 
 
How do humans come to acquire or adopt their political beliefs? What motivates a person to adopt some 
political views and not others? How does that belief set affect their political behavior? Is there any “rationality” 
in political behavior among the mass electorate? 
 
Read:   
 


• Converse, Phillip.  1965.  “Nature of Belief Systems in a Mass Society.”  In Ideology and Discontent, ed. 
David Apter.  London:  Free Press. 


• Ellis, Christopher, and James A. Stimson.  2012.  Ideology in America.  New York:  Cambridge  
University Press.  ISBN 978-1-10768-741-7. For weekly reading purposes, sets here include chapters 
1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8. 


 
For Reference: 
 


• Downs, Anthony. 1957. An Economic Theory of Democracy.  New York:  Harper Collins. 


• Nolle-Neumann, Elisabeth.  1984.  The Spiral of Silence:  Public Opinion–Our Social Skin.  Chicago:   
University of Chicago Press. 


• Page, Benjamin I., and Robert Y. Shapiro.  1992.  The Rational Public:  Fifty Years of Trends in 
Americans’ Policy Preferences.  Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 


• Zaller, John R.  1992.  The Nature and Origins of Mass Opinion.  New York:  Cambridge University 
Press. 


 
November 17, 2021 


 
TOPIC 12:  POLITICAL PARTIES 
 
How do scholars conceive of political parties? Does the system in which they operate affect their structure? 
Their behavior? Are American political parties unique among political party systems in other parts of the world? 
Is there any “good” that can come of political parties in the contemporary context? 
 
Read:  
 


• Epstein, Leon.  1986.  Political Parties in the American Mold.  Madison:  University of Wisconsin Press.  
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ISBN 0-299-10704-3. For weekly reading purposes, sets here include Preface-Chapter 1, Chapter 2, 
Chapter 3, Chapter 4, Chapter 5, Chapter 6, Chapter 7, Chapter 8, Chapter 9, Chapter 10, and Chapter 
11. 


 
For Reference:   
 


• Eldersveld, Samuel J.  1964.  Political Parties:  A Behavioral Analysis.  Chicago: Rand-McNally. 


• Epstein, Leon D.  1967.  Political Parties in Western Democracies.  New York:  Praeger. 


• Riordan, William L.  1991.  Plunkitt of Tammany Hall:  A Series of Very Plain Talks on Very Practical 
Politics. New York:  Meridian. 


Friday, November 19, 2021 
 


FINAL DRAFT OF LITERATURE REVIEWS DUE TO 
LANIER BY NOON VIA CANVAS OR EMAIL 


 
November 24, 2021 


 
*** THANKSGIVING BREAK – NO ASSIGNMENTS *** 


 
December 1, 2021 


 
TOPIC 13:  POLITICAL REALIGNMENT AND PARTY COALITIONS 
 
Since the 1960s, scholars of party politics have anticipated major changes in the American Political system, 
known as a party realignment.  Has there been a realignment? If so, how has it been characterized? Are we 
now in—or are we entering—such a period of partisan realignment? If so, which party can claim a majority 
status, at least temporarily? Has religion and “values” replaced social class the major determinant of how 
people vote? Are there other cleavages that delineate the American electorate? 
 
Read:  
 


• Gelman, Andrew, David Park, Boris Shor, Joseph Bafumi, and Jeronimo Cortina.  2009.  Red State, 
Blue State, Rich State, Poor State:   Why Americans Vote the Way They Do.  Expanded ed. Princeton: 
Princeton University Press.  ISBN 978-0-69114-393-4. For weekly reading purposes, sets here include 
The Paradox-Chapt. 1, Chapt. 2, Chapt. 3, Chapt. 4, Chapt. 5, Chapt. 6, Chapt. 7, Chapt. 8, Chapt. 9, 
Chapt. 10, and, Afterword. 


 
Friday, December 3, 2021 


 
FINAL DRAFT OF RESEARCH PAPERS DUE IN  


TO LANIER’S EMAIL OR CANVAS BY NOON 
 


December 8, 2021 
 
Upload your poster presentations to the Discussion Tab for this week by Monday, December 6 at 5 pm. 
 Include a brief summary of what you seek to do (if you created a research design) and why, and what you 
expect that you might find if in fact you completed the study as stated.  If you completed an actual study, by 
contrast, include a brief summary of your topic, its importance, what hypotheses that you have tested, your 
results, and what your findings suggest about the American Presidency.   
 
Then, by Tuesday, December 7 at 5 pm, respond in the Discussion thread to another student’s research 
design or completed study, completing the critique and review that we have done with the published studies 
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that we have read all semester. Remember, be polite and helpful, but objective. 
 
In class, we will summarize these findings and discuss them as scholars would at a professional conference. 


 
____________________________________________________________ 


 
 
*Many thanks to Professor Jonathan Knuckey, Dept. of Political Science, Univ. of Central Florida, for the 
generous sharing of his American Politics graduate seminar syllabus.  
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		September 8, 2021
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UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL FLORIDA 
THE GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS OF RUSSIA  


CPO 4643 
COURSE SYLLABUS 


Fall 2021 
Dr. Bruce Farcau 


 
I.  Textbooks (Required) 
 
 Sakwa, Richard, Soviet Politics in Perspective, 2nd Ed., New York: Routledge, 1998. 
 Suny, Ronald Gregor, The Soviet Experiment:  Russia, the USSR, and the Successor 
States, New York:  Oxford University Press, 2010. 
 
Recommended: 
 
 Alexievich, Svetlana, Second Hand Time. New York:  Random House, 2016. 


Amis, Martin, Koba the Dread. 
Arbatov, Georgi, The Systemn:  An Insider’s Life in Soviet Politics.  London:  Times 


Books, 1992. 
 Bialer, Seweryn, The Soviet Paradox:  External Expansion, Internal Decline, New York:  
Vintage Books, 1986. 
 Brown, Archie.  The Rise and Fall of Communism. 
 Conquest, Robert, The Great Terror Revisited. 


Crozier, Brian, The Rise and Fall of the Soviet Empire.  Rosemont, CA:  Forum, 2000. 
Custine, Marquis de, The Empire of the Czar. 
Djilas, Milovan, The New Class. 
Edwards, Lee, ed., The Collapse of Communism.  Stanford, CA:  The Hoover Institution, 


2000. 
Fainsod, Merle, How Russia Is Ruled.  Cambridge:  Harvard University Press, 1959. 
Figes, Orlando, A People’s Tragedy:  The Russian Revolution 1891-1924, and The 


Whisperers. 
Fitzpatrick, Sheila, Everyday Stalinism. 
Heller, Mikhail and Nekrich, Aleksandr, Utopia in Power:  The History of the Soviet 


Union from 1917 to the Present.  New York:  Summit Books, 1985. 
Hingley, Ronald, The Russian Mind, The Bodley Head, 1977. 
Hollander, Paul, Soviet and American Society:  A Comparison.  Chicago:  University of 


Chicago Press, 1978. 
Hosking, Geoffrey, Russia:  People and Empire and The First Socialist Society. 
Malia, Martin, The Soviet Tragedy:  The History of Socialism in Russia, 1917-1991, New 


York:  The Free Press, 1994. 
Medvedev, Roy, Let History Judge:  The Origins and Consequences of Stalinism.  New 


York:  Columbia University Press, 1994. 
Nove, Alec, An Economic History of the USSR, Final Edition. 
Pipes, Richard, Russia under the Bolshevik Regime; The Romanovs. 







Rybakov, Anatoli.  Children of the Arbat; Fear; Dust and Ashes. 
Sakwa, Richard.  The Rise and Fall of the Soviet Union, 1917-1991, London:  Routledge, 


1999; and Russian Politics and Society, 4th Ed., 2008. 
Satter, David, Never Speak to Strangers. 
Service, Robert, A History of Modern Russia and Lenin and Stalin. 
Solzhenitsyn, Alexandr, The Gulag Archipelago, New York: Harper Perennial, 2007. 
Szamuely, Tibor, The Russian Tradition, Fontana Press, 1977. 
Taubman, William, Khrushchev:  The Man and His Era. 
Tucker, Robert, Stalin in Power. 
Ulam, Adam B., The Russian Political System.  New York:  Random House, 1974, and 


The Communists. 
Volkogonov, Dmitri, Autopsy of an Empire:  The Seven Leaders Who Built the Soviet 


Regime.  New York:  Simon and Schuster, 1998, and Stalin, and Lenin. 
Zimmerman, William, Ruling Russia:  Authoritiarianism from Lenin to Putin. 
Zinoviev, Alexander, The Yawning Heights, and The Radiant Future. 


 
 
 Students are expected to do assigned readings ahead of the class discussion.  While the 
recommended readings are not required, students may find the additional detail contained therein 
to be helpful both from a substantive point of view and as a means of balancing contending 
interpretations of history. 
   
II.  Office hours will generally be MWF from 0800-0900 in the adjunct office on the ground 
floor of Phillips Hall.  Students with individual questions can also plan to come to class prior to 
the posted time or make separate arrangements for a meeting.  The instructor can also be reached 
at bfarcau@msn.com.   
 
III.  Course Description 
 


 


CPO 4643 GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS OF  RUSSIA 
 
PR: ENC 1102 or POS 2041 or C.I.  
Study of the origins, institutions, and functioning of the  Russian system, including the lingering  
influence of the old order on domestic and foreign policy.  
  
IV.  Test and Grading Policy 
 
 A.  There will be three (3) exams, none of which will be comprehensive.  Each exam is 
worth 25% of the final grade.  Each exam will consist of an essay test of two questions with 
answers of around 500 words each that will be posted via webcourses.  The student will have 
some option as to which essay questions to answer (for example:  Select two questions out of 
four provided.)  Student responses are not meant to be research papers, so citation is not 
required.  Answers should be in students’ own words demonstrating an understanding of the 
concepts.  Students will have several days to submit their responses via webcourses or as email 
attachments if necessary.  Tests will be based on the text and explanations of that material 
provided in lecture.   







 


 B.  A term paper of AT LEAST 8 pages of text (typed, double-spaced, with standard 
margins and Times New Roman 12-point font) besides any illustrations, bibliography, and 
footnotes.  The paper will be on any subject related to Russian government and politics, but the 
topic should be cleared with the instructor no later than September 30th.  The paper should draw 
on at least five sources, including at least one from the internet (but some books as well), but not 
including the course text or general encyclopedias.  As a rule of thumb, sources that do not 
include an author’s name are not acceptable.  The idea is to demonstrate that the student has 
learned something about the topic beyond what is contained in the class text.  Direct quotes 
should be kept to a minimum.  The paper will be worth 25% of your grade.  The term paper will 
be due on or before November 12th and may be submitted via webcourses, email or hard copy.  
Papers will still be accepted on or before November 19th for a 10-point penalty.  Late papers will 
still be accepted by November 23rd, but will suffer a 25-point penalty, but no papers will be 
accepted after that date. 
 
 C.  Extra credit:  Students will have the opportunity to earn up to 10 point to be added to 
any test grade by writing a 4-page, typed report on any of the books on the list provided (3 pages 
summarizing the book, and one page of the student’s opinion of it.)  Students are welcome to 
offer additional titles of politically related books for approval as well.  This will be due by 
November 23rd.  These may be submitted via hard copy or as email attachments.  Points will be 
added randomly to a student’s test score for final grade computation. No papers will be accepted 
after that date. 
 
 
 
 D.  Each test (modified for extra credit) and the term paper are all worth the same weight 
toward the final grade.  The percentage grade on each test will be averaged to result in the final 
grade.  The grade scale will be: 
   
  59 below = F 
  60-69      = D 
  70-79      = C 
  80-89      = B 
  90 above = A 
 
V.  Competencies 
 
 Students will learn to analyze information about international relations and relate it to 
current events under discussion.  They will be able to argue and explain their conclusions about 
such events.  Students will learn to recognize tactics of persuasion used by diplomats and to 
evaluate their points of view.  Students will learn to express their views both in writing and 
orally and defend their positions when questioned.  Students will be able to apply what they have 
learned in daily life, both when reading about international events and when exercising their 
rights and responsibilities as citizens. 
 
 







 
 


 
SCHEDULE 


(Subject to Change – Note that no specific dates for tests are given) 
 


WEEK    TOPIC     TEXT - CHAPTER 
 
1-2       The Tsarist Legacy   Sakwa, Ch 1 
         Suny, Ch 1 
          
3    The Coming of the Revolution   Sakwa, Ch 2 
         Suny, Ch 2 
     
4    The House Lenin Built  Sakwa, Ch 2 
         Suny, Ch 3 
       
5    Evolution of the Revolution  Sakwa, Ch 3 and 6 
         Suny, Ch 5-6 
         
6    Nationalism    Sakwa, Ch 15 
         Suny, Ch 4 


Culture    Sakwa, Ch 11, 12 
         Suny Ch 8, 12 
 
7    Economy    Sakwa, Ch 3, 14 
         Suny, Ch 6   
  
 


FIRST TEST 
 
8    Stalin’s Rise    Sakwa, Ch 7, 10 
         Suny, Ch 9-10 
 
9    Purges     Sakwa, Ch 8 
         Suny, Ch 11 
 
10    War and Cold War    Sakwa, Ch 16 
         Suny Ch 13-15 
 
11    The End of Stalin   Sakwa, Ch 9 
         Suny, Ch 16 
    
12    Khrushchev’s Reforms  Sakwa, Ch 4 
         Suny, Ch 17 
 







SECOND TEST 
     
13    Brezhnev and Stagnation  Sakwa, Ch 5 
         Suny, Ch 18 
  
14    Dissent/Pluralism   Sakwa, Ch 13 
         Suny, Ch 19 
 
15    Collapse of the Old System  Sakwa, Ch 17 
         Suny, Ch 20 
 
16    Back to the Future   TBA    
  


THIRD TEST (finals week, check UCF website for dates and times) 
STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES: 
 
 A.  Students are expected to attend every class, barring illness or true emergency.  It is 
unlikely that a good grade can be earned without regular attendance in class, but attendance will 
not count as part of the grade.  It is the responsibility of the student to obtain lecture notes from 
another student in case of need. 
 
 B.  Punctuality:  Classes will start promptly as scheduled.  If arriving late, please enter as 
discreetly as possible.  Do not leave until class is dismissed. 
 
 C.  Courtesy:  Beepers and cell phones should be turned off during class.  There should 
be no eating or drinking during class.  Any questions should be directed to the instructor, and the 
only other talking should be in response to questions from the instructor or at his direction.  
 
 D.  Cheating:  All written work should be your own.  Plagiarizing on term papers or 
otherwise cheating on tests will result in an automatic F grade for the entire course. 
 
 E.  All graded material will be returned to the student.  Students should retain their copies 
until after receiving the final grade for the course. 
 
1. Academic Integrity (faculty members may elect to include only those items that are relevant 
to the types of assignments in their courses)  


Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of Conduct at 
<http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/process/roc>. According to Section 1, “Academic Misconduct,” students 
are prohibited from engaging in   
a. Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information or 
study aids in any academic exercise unless specifically authorized by the instructor of record. The 
unauthorized possession of examination or course‐related material also constitutes cheating.   
b. Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral means: The presentation 
of material which has not been studied or learned, but rather was obtained through someone else’s 
efforts and used as part of an examination, course assignment, or project.   
c. Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to another person, student, 
and/or uploading course material to a third‐party vendor without authorization or without the 







express written permission of the university and the instructor. Course materials include but are not 
limited to class notes, Instructor’s PowerPoints, course syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, instruction 
sheets, homework, study guides, handouts, etc.  
d. Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work.   
e. Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the source, thereby 
attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s own.   
f. Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than once without 
the express written permission of the instructor.   
g. Helping another violate academic behavior standards.   
  
For more information about Academic Integrity, students may consult The Center for Academic 
Integrity <https://academicintegrity.org/>.  
  
For more information about plagiarism and misuse of sources, see “Defining and Avoiding 
Plagiarism: The WPA Statement on Best Practices” <http://wpacouncil.org/node/9>.   


  
Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating  
Students should also familiarize themselves with the procedures for academic misconduct in UCF’s 
student handbook, The Golden Rule <http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/docs/goldenrule.pdf>. UCF 
faculty members have a responsibility for students’ education and the value of a UCF degree, and so 
seek to prevent unethical behavior and when necessary respond to academic misconduct. Penalties 
can include a failing grade in an assignment or in the course, suspension or expulsion from the 
university, and/or a “Z Designation” on a student’s official transcript indicating academic dishonesty, 
where the final grade for this course will be preceded by the letter Z. For more information about 
the Z Designation, see <http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade>.    


  
2. Course Accessibility Statement (this language was provided by Student Accessibility Services)  


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all persons with 
disabilities. Students with disabilities who need disability‐related access in this course should 
contact the professor as soon as possible. Students should also connect with Student Accessibility 
Services (SAS) <http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/> (Ferrell Commons 185, sas@ucf.edu, phone 407‐823‐
2371). Through Student Accessibility Services, a Course Accessibility Letter may be created and sent 
to professors, which informs faculty of potential access and accommodations that might be 
reasonable. Determining reasonable access and accommodations requires consideration of the 
course design, course learning objectives and the individual academic and course barriers 
experienced by the student.  


  
3. Campus Safety Statement   


Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise during class, everyone needs to work 
together. Students should be aware of their surroundings and familiar with some basic safety and 
security concepts.   
 In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance.   
 Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall near the door. 
Students should make a note of the guide’s physical location and review the online version at 
<http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html>.  
 Students should know the evacuation routes from each of their classrooms and have a plan for 
finding safety in case of an emergency.  







 If there is a medical emergency during class, students may need to access a first‐aid kit or AED 
(Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those are located, see 
<http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/workplacesafety.html> (click on link from menu on left).  
 To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text alerts by 
going to <my.ucf.edu> and logging in. Click on “Student Self Service” located on the left side of the 
screen in the toolbar, scroll down to the blue “Personal Information” heading on the Student Center 
screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the information, including e‐mail address, cell phone number, 
and cell phone provider, click “Apply” to save the changes, and then click “OK.”  
 Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their instructors 
outside of class.  
 To learn about how to manage an active‐shooter situation on campus or elsewhere, consider 
viewing this video (<https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk>).   


  
Campus Safety Statement for Students in Online‐Only Courses  


Though most emergency situations are primarily relevant to courses that meet in person, such 
incidents can also impact online students, either when they are on or near campus to participate in 
other courses or activities or when their course work is affected by off‐campus emergencies. The 
following policies apply to courses in online modalities.   
 To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text alerts by 
going to <my.ucf.edu> and logging in. Click on “Student Self Service” located on the left side of the 
screen in the toolbar, scroll down to the blue “Personal Information” heading on the Student Center 
screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the information, including e‐mail address, cell phone number, 
and cell phone provider, click “Apply” to save the changes, and then click “OK.”  
 Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their instructors 
outside of class.  
  


4. Make‐Up Assignments for Authorized University Events or Co‐curricular Activities  
Students who represent the university in an authorized event or activity (for example, student‐
athletes) and who are unable to meet a course deadline due to a conflict with that event must 
provide the instructor with documentation in advance to arrange a make‐up. No penalty will be 
applied. For more information, see the UCF policy at: <http://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4‐
401.1MakeupAssignmentsForAuthorizedUniversityEventsOrCocurricularActivities.pdf)  
  


5. Religious Observances  
Students must notify their instructor in advance if they intend to miss class for a religious 
observance. For more information, see the UCF policy at:   
<http://regulations.ucf.edu/chapter5/documents/5.020ReligiousObservancesFINALOct17.pdf>.  


  
6. Deployed Active Duty Military Students  


Students who are deployed active duty military and/or National Guard personnel and require 
accommodation should contact their instructors as soon as possible after the semester begins 
and/or after they receive notification of deployment to make related arrangements.  
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Course Description & Objectives 


The main objective of “inr4035” is to introduce students to the International Political Economy 


(IPE), a new interdisciplinary field. IPE promotes a better understanding of international 


economic and political issues, institutions, processes, policies, and systems. People with the 


knowledge of IPE are in demand by both public and private sectors. One major reason is that it is 


increasingly harder (if not impossible) to separate national from international businesses and 


domestic from foreign affairs. International actors, such as the European Union (EU), have as 


much influence over our ordinary life in the USA, as we (a superpower) have over the life of the 


rest of the world. 


Due to the diverse background of students with respect to their knowledge of international 


economics, politics, and history and their awareness of how international institutions and 


processes function, I selected Balaam's Introduction to International Political Economy, which 


is the most updated, comprehensive, and respected text. I also selected a number of free (of any 


cost) articles (linked inside each module) for you to encourage discussion of the more 


controversial contemporary international economic and political issues. 


Another purpose of this class is to stimulate critical analyses of events and issues in global 


affairs. It is not my place to train students to be conservative or liberal people, but I use our 


readings and my lectures to stimulate your minds. However, I have no political agenda, 


especially since I am an independent, who does not even belong to any real political party. More 


importantly, this course will also assist students to improve their written and oral communication 


skills, to gain an ability to translate knowledge from one context to another, and to apply theory 


to practice. Gaining this knowledge is important not only for students, but also for government 


and business employees and those who realize that we live in an increasingly global village. 


Format 


Our Web (or online) course consists of only one section, which never meets in a regular 


classroom. However, you are strongly encouraged to watch the lecture videos, during which I 


gave hints about quiz and exam questions. There is no required in-class attendance, but students 


should think of our Web session like a Tuesday/Thursday course, which has required 


assignment deadlines on both Tuesdays and Thursdays. The recorded sessions are available 


in an on-line digital format on the course website. These recorded video lectures make 


understanding our courses materials much easier. Our experience indicates that students who 


watch the videos do much better in our course than those who do not. 


Every week, we start a new Reading Module (or lesson plan) on Tuesdays, and we have 


assignments due on Tuesdays and Thursdays. The required weekly Reading and Current Events 


Postings are always due on Tuesdays at 11:59pm sharp. Our three Exam Modules also start on 


Tuesdays: their Review Sessions are online on Tuesdays and the Exams themselves are always 


online on Thursdays. The three Exam Modules are modules numbers 4 (First Midterm Exam or 


Exam 1), 8 (Second Midterm Exam or Exam 2), and 12 (Final Exam). The exams are available 


for only one day on Thursdays from 6am to 11:59pm, because UCF computer servers go on 
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backup between 12midnight and 6am, so they cut off students. Also, every Thursday (with 


the exception of National Holidays), we have a quiz which is available only for one day from 


6am to 11:59pm (for the same reason). 


I prepared powerpoint lectures to make sense of a great deal of readings that students must 


complete in our text and website articles. Moreover, we heavily rely on our diverse readings 


(which provide us with a variety of views) and use them as additional lecture materials. I want 


my students to be exposed to many different ideas, not just one or two. In this course, we cover 


12 Modules or lessons (consist of 9 Reading Modules and 3 Exam Modules). Each Reading 


Module covers at least one text chapter, and at least a few articles from our website. Modules 


are organized as one-stop shop where related assignments, public discussions, postings, 


quizzes, exams, and surveys are linked inside modules for your convenience and efficiency. 


Each reading module is divided into six parts: 


1. Reading modules begin with required readings, all of which must be completed before 


Tuesdays required postings' deadlines at 11:59pm. Of course, you may begin reading 


ahead, since you have access to your text, website articles, schedule, and modules. 


2. Students are required to discuss the content of readings in our online required Weekly 


Discussion (due Tuesdays by 11:59pm), which involves each student replying directly 


to instructor’s analytical questions by using the Reply Button inside Instructor’s 


Posting. This means that students must read ALL materials before the discussions begin; 


and they must clearly document or cite ALL weekly readings in their posting. For the 


complete list of requirements and format of the assignment, please see the Discussion 


Posting Guidelines linked inside the Module and see the Sample Posting in Module 


Zero. Remember that the Canvas System does not accept late postings. Moreover, we 


cannot accept any gradable assignment by e-mail or Course Mail. 


3. Students should first complete Required Readings (including Book Chapters, Outlines, 


Summaries, Key Concepts, and Articles) for each module to better understand the subject 


before making their discussion posting. There are 11 discussion postings, but the first 3 


are required. For earning full 30 points, however, you must complete 6 postings.  


4. Moreover, there is an Optional Question Forum for exchanges among students who 


may have additional questions about the reading materials or current events. This 


optional forum is to facilitate communications among students, so they can exchange 


ideas and learn from one another. This is to create a Community of Learner, another 


UCF goal. The aim is to empower students by providing them the opportunity to act as 


teachers to help one another. Those students who act as teachers learn the materials better 


themselves, and those who listen to them tend to identify better with their own peers. 


This way, most reading questions are answered and vague points are clarified. And, we 


can make sure that the materials are clear for all students. So this Forum should help 


students with their preparation for the quizzes and tests. Thus, we use the Question 


Forum for the question/answer period by students, for students, and via students 


themselves. Serving as a monitor, the instructor interjects in the Question Forum only 


when the students’ answers to the questions are not correct (or complete) or he may play 


the role of the devil’s advocate for providing students with different perspectives. 
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5. For each reading module, the next step is a quiz that covers all reading materials of that 


particular module in addition to including questions from our course syllabus folder. 


There are 9 reading modules; and thus 9 quizzes. You are required to take the first 3 


of these 9 quizzes. However, I suggest that students take all 9 quizzes, so I can drop 


their lowest 6 quizzes scores. I add up their top 3 quizzes for their final total quiz score. 


6. The final step in any module is the Weekly Optional (ungraded) Survey, which is 


available if you click on the Module Description Page. These surveys are setup to be fully 


anonymous to provide privacy to students who are too shy to ask a direct question from 


the instructor (via Course Mail) or have a criticism of the course or the instructor during 


a particular module. These ungraded Surveys include two parts: the first covers the 


material highlights, but you may just say OK here, and move to the more important 


second part, where you place your criticism or praise. Since the surveys are fully 


anonymous, students should feel free to express themselves, make any constructive 


criticism of the lectures, readings, and/or format. As the instructor will not know the 


identity of the students in survey, then he may address such criticism in the Question 


Forum. If you have no criticism, you are NOT required to use these ungraded 


Optional Surveys. Of course, you are also welcome to provide any positive input, if you 


like any aspect of the class to help us maintain the more effective and useful parts of this 


course. Your input is certainly appreciated, even though you remain anonymous. 


As necessary, we may utilize audiovisual resources to further our understanding of the materials, 


if our Course Website technology allows us. Our course materials (except for our required text) 


are available on-line. 


Text 


 


The following books and materials are required for our class: 


David Balaam & Bradford Dillman, Introduction to International Political Economy. 7th 


edition, New York (NY); Pearson, 2019. ISBN: 978-1-138-20699-1. 


 


 
 


Additional reading materials will be available at our Website. You may access them via our 


Class Website inside each Module. 


PowerPoint Information 


Some of this course's content is displayed as PowerPoint files. If you do not have PowerPoint 


installed on your system, you can download a free PowerPoint Viewer from Microsoft for your 


Windows computer. If you have a Mac or Windows computer you can use OpenOffice. 



http://www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?displaylang=en&FamilyID=048dc840-14e1-467d-8dca-19d2a8fd7485

http://www.openoffice.org/
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Teaching Philosophy 


Education is a tool for improving the quality of life.  Education is not an end in itself but a 


process.  My teaching philosophy is to encourage critical thinking, innovative problem-solving, 


practical application of theory, and tolerance of diverse ideas and cultures from an international 


perspective.  To achieve these goals, I employ an interactive teaching style, which empowers 


students by encouraging them to contribute to the ongoing discussion of both familiar and 


unfamiliar topics and materials. My teaching goals are both to share my academic knowledge 


and experience with my students and to inspire and help them to become life-long learners. 


General Policies 


Based on the UCF’s rules and standards, the instructor will pursue the following general policies: 


1. The professor reserves all rights to modify the content of the syllabus, class schedule, 


and/or the course, as it becomes necessary. Student must pay attention. 


2. With no exception, students MUST only use Course Mail, when they need to contact 


the professor and/or the class Teaching Assistant (TA). 


3. If you receive no reply from the instructor (and/or TA) within 48-hours (during regular 


business days & hours, M-F 8am-5pm) after sending your message (when he is not out-


of-town), it means that he did not receive your message. Please re-send the message. 


4. Respecting students’ privacy, the instructor provides student’s record only to the student 


himself/herself on a one-to-one basis. He will not discuss one student’s case in front of 


others in any public forum. Students are also not allowed to discuss their private cases in 


the public forums of our course. Thus, students must directly contact the instructor via 


Course Mail (not in class public forums), if they have questions about their own 


records, grades, or particular situations. 


5. Dr. Sadri encourages and welcomes questions as well as comments from all students. 


However, he will not allow any student to intimidate other students or dominate the class 


discussion. No student is allowed to impose his/her ideas on others or create an unhealthy 


class environment. 


6. Students Participation Score is penalized for repeated questions whose answers are in 


the syllabus folder (including syllabus and more) documents and course forums. 


7. With our generous drop policy, there is no need for changes in deadlines. However, 


please inform the professor, if you face special career situations (eg. military deployment 


to the front) or personal issues (e.g. hospitalization) not listed on the UCF calendar. 


8. Since our course materials are on-line, all students MUST check Course Mail, class 


Web Forums, and their e-mails at least twice a day (once in the morning and once at 


nights) for new class announcements, news, messages and/or updates by professor or TA. 


9. Without exceptions, ALL written (gradable) assignments (postings, quizzes, and exams) 


MUST be submitted to our Course Website. The format requirement is single-spaced 


format, black color font, New Times Roman font, and 10-point font size. You are 


responsible for grammar and spell checking your work. 
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10. In case of technical challenges with the Canvas, the Instructor may use students’ e-mail 


addresses from the UCF e-Community. Update your e-mail address at the Polaris (UCF 


Registration) system otherwise you may not receive certain emergency messages. 


11. If you have an official name change during the term, you must inform the instructor 


immediately, since UCF does not do that. 


12. Students should regularly check our Website Assignments Deadline page and avoid 


submitting assignments to our Course Website at the last minute. The Website clock 


may be different from your own time, and that may lead students to miss a deadline. Late 


assignments are considered missed. No gradable assignment, posting, quiz, or exam is 


accepted by e-mail or Course Mail. It is your responsibility to submit assignments 


before the Website deadlines, Eastern Standard Time (EST). 


13. Any grade (or score) dispute or participation discrepancy must be resolved within a 


week from the day (and time) when scores are posted or the discrepancy has occurred. No 


late (or last minute) appeals will be considered. 


14. Students, who take a passive (or inactive) role in our class, especially during the first 4 


weeks of the term, will be considered “disengaged,” based on UCF standards. They will 


be severely penalized on the case by case basis. 


Make-Up Policy 


Theoretically, there are no make-ups for our quizzes, exams, or Weekly Required 


Discussion Postings, since we have a very generous drop policy for each student throughout the 


term. Most students consider my “drop system” as a very generous make-up policy. 


Remember that the First Midterm Exam is required for all without an exception. After taking 


the First Exam, it can be replaced by the Second Midterm Exam, which has a higher score. 


However, the First and/or the Second Midterm Exams are NOT a replacement for the Final 


Exam. Also, there is no make-up for the Final Exam or the optional Extra Credit Quiz. 


Make-Up for Authorized University Events or Co-curricular Activities 
Students who represent the university in an authorized event or activity (for example, student-


athletes) and who are unable to meet a course deadline due to a conflict with that event must 


provide the instructor with documentation in advance to arrange a make-up. No penalty will be 


applied. For more information, see UCF policy: https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-401.pdf> 


UCF General COVID Statement 
 


We recognize and understand the difficult times we are all in. The COVID-19 pandemic impacts 


us all in many ways, including physically, mentally, emotionally, financially, academically, and 


professionally. I will work with you on challenges you may be encountering and to provide 


support to help you succeed. However, please keep in mind that I will hold you accountable, 


especially in terms of our online class attendance, participation, and contributions. 


 


 



https://fctl.ucf.edu/teaching-resources/course-design/syllabus-statements/

https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-401.pdf
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UCF Statement Regarding Masks 
Since our class is a W (or fully online) course without any face-to-face time, we do not have the 


same Mask requirements as the face-to-face courses. However, it is important that students know 


the following UCF policy.   


UCF expects that all members of our campus community who are able to do so get vaccinated, 


and we expect all members of our campus community to wear masks indoors, in line with the 


latest CDC guidelines. Masks are required in approved clinical or health care settings. 


 


UCF COVID & Illness Notification 
Students who believe they may have been exposed to COVID-19 or who test positive must 


contact UCF Student Health Services (407-823-2509) so proper contact tracing procedures can 


take place. Students should not come to campus if they are ill, are experiencing any symptoms of 


COVID-19 or have tested positive for COVID-19. 


Students should contact their instructor(s) as soon as possible if they miss class for any illness to 


discuss reasonable adjustments that might need to be made. When possible, students should 


contact their instructor(s) before missing class. 


 


Ethics & Turnitin.com 
In this course we will utilize turnitin.com, an automated system which instructors can use to 


quickly and easily compare each student’s assignment with billions of web sites, as well as an 


enormous database of student papers that grows with each submission. Accordingly, you will be 


expected to submit assignments through the Canvas Assignment Tool in electronic format. After 


the assignment is processed, as an instructor I receive a report from turnitin.com that states if 


and how another author’s work was used in the assignment. For a more detailed look at this 


process, visit http://www.turnitin.com. 
 


 


University Writing Center 


Beside a good deal of reading, our course involves a great amount of writing. When you have 


any challenges with writing assignments or if want to improve the quality of your work, see: 


University Writing Center, Trevor Colbourn Hall 109 


Satellite Locations: Main Library, Rosen Library, Online 


407-823-2197, http://uwc.cah.ucf.edu/ 


 


The University Writing Center (UWC) offers writing support to students from first-year to 


graduate in every discipline. Tutors provide help at every stage of the writing process, including 


understanding assignments, researching, drafting, revising, incorporating sources, and learning to 


proofread and edit. The UWC’s purpose is not merely to fix or edit papers, but to teach writing 


strategies that can be applied to any writing situation. Consultations are available for individuals 


and small groups. You may schedule a 45-minute appointment by clicking the Success 


Resources tab on Webcourses, calling the UWC at 407-823-2197, or through the UWC website. 


The UWC seeks graduate and undergraduate tutors from all majors. To learn more about 


becoming a writing tutor, please contact them. 


 



https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated.html

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated.html

https://fctl.ucf.edu/teaching-resources/course-design/syllabus-statements/

https://fctl.ucf.edu/teaching-resources/course-design/syllabus-statements/

http://www.turnitin.com/

https://fctl.ucf.edu/teaching-resources/course-design/syllabus-statements/

https://fctl.ucf.edu/teaching-resources/course-design/syllabus-statements/

http://uwc.cah.ucf.edu/
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Rules of Conduct 


One of the University of Central Florida's most enduring academic traditions is its Rules of 


Conduct code. Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of Conduct at 


<https://scai.sdes.ucf.edu/student-rules-of-conduct/>. 


The instructor will follow the code and expects all students to do the same. As Golden Rule 


(https://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/) handbook clearly states, failure to comply with university rules 


may subject violator(s) to appropriate action by university authorities and/or appropriate civil 


authorities. Serious violations of university rules will be recorded in the record of the student(s). 


 


UCF Course Accessibility 


The UCF is committed to providing access and inclusion for all persons with disabilities. 


Students with disabilities who need access to course content due to course design limitations 


should contact the professor as soon as possible. Students should also connect with Student 


Accessibility Services (SAS) <http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/> (Ferrell Commons 185, 407-823-2371).  


 


Campus Safety Statement for Students in Online-Only Courses 
Though most emergency situations are primarily relevant to courses that meet in person, such 


incidents can also impact online students, either when they are on or near campus to participate 


in other courses or activities or when their course work is affected by off-campus emergencies.  


 


The following policies apply to courses in online modalities. 


• To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text 


alerts by going to <https://my.ucf.edu> and logging in. Click on “Student Self Service” 


located on the left side of the screen in the toolbar, scroll down to the blue “Personal 


Information” heading on the Student Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the 


information, including e-mail address, cell phone number, and cell phone provider, click 


“Apply” to save the changes, and then click “OK.” 


• Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their 


instructors outside of class. 


 


Deployed Active Duty Military Students 
Students who are deployed active duty military and/or National Guard personnel and require 


accommodation should contact their instructors as soon as possible after the semester begins 


and/or after they receive notification of deployment to make related arrangements. 


 


Religious Observation 
Students must notify their instructor in advance if they intend to miss class for a religious observance. For 


more information, see the UCF policy at: 


http://regulations.ucf.edu/chapter5/documents/5.020ReligiousObservancesFINALJan19 
 


 



https://scai.sdes.ucf.edu/student-rules-of-conduct/

https://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

https://my.ucf.edu/

https://fctl.ucf.edu/teaching-resources/course-design/syllabus-statements/

http://regulations.ucf.edu/chapter5/documents/5.020ReligiousObservancesFINALJa
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Course Requirements & Grading System 


The final grades are on a Point System. I do not use letter grades on assignments, postings, 


quizzes, or tests to avoid misleading interpretations of final grades. I encourage students to avoid 


letter grade interpretation of their scores. All Modules 0, 1, 2, & 3 assignments and the Final 


Exam are required for all. Exam 2 is ONLY required for those with low Exam 1 score. 


Our course is organized to create equal opportunity for students with different learning abilities 


and skills. If students are not doing well with a particular course requirement, they can still earn 


enough points to get a desirable final grade. Moreover, there is an opportunity to earn up to 5 


Optional Extra Credit Points for the final grade. 


 CRITERIA POINTS 


   


3 (out of 9) online Quizzes, 10 points each 


 


30 


   


6 (out of 11) online Discussion Postings, 5 points each  


 


30 


   


Required First Exam (Second Exam is required for low scores) 


 


20 


   


Required Final Exam (online) 


 


20 


  


TOTAL 


 


100 


   


Extra Credit (online) 


 


5 


Students are expected to participate in our online discussion forums. Individuals who are active 


by their early postings, extensive contribution to Discussion Forums, participating in Optional 


Forums, and helping other students in our Optional (Question, Technical, From the Grapevine) 


Forums are eligible for a higher participation score. In addition, if their final grade is on the 


borderline between two grades (e.g., A- & B+), their participation record is the key factor in my 


decision for a higher grade. 


NOTE: Please feel free to check only your raw scores on the Canvas Gradebook anytime. 


However, the Canvas provides Inaccurate and Misleading Grade Statistics, because it does 
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not take into account our generous drop policy. Canvas simply adds all your scores regardless of 


their quality, ranking, and dropping the lowest figures. For students, Canvas grade statistics often 


show a very high performance percentage which is seriously wrong. For the accurate report of 


your grade standing, please simultaneously email the professor and Teaching Assistants (TAs).     


     


 Letter Grade Points 


A 93 - 100 points 


A- 90 - 92 points 


B+ 87 - 89 points 


B 83 - 86 points 


B- 80 - 82 points 


C+ 77 - 79 points 


C 73 - 76 points 


C- 70 - 72 points 


D+ 67 - 69 points 


D 63 - 66 points 


D- 60 - 62 points 


F 59 and below 


Since the grading is based on a simple point system, at any time during the term you should be 


able to add your earned points together to recognize your projected grade. Please feel free to 


contact the instructor directly, if you have any questions about your grade. Moreover, the 


instructor will use the plus and minus grading system which allows for a more accurate and fair 


evaluation of student performance. The range for each grade is indicated in the table. 


Quizzes 


To learn about our course topic, one must understand diverse political issues at national, 


regional, and international levels. Based on schedule, students are required to read (free of any 


cost) articles linked inside each Module of our Webcourses@UCF online course in association 


with each text chapter. To confirm that module readings are understood, there are NINE 


CLOSED-BOOK multiple choice online quizzes--each related to one reading module. Closed-


Book means that one is not supposed to use the reading materials while one takes the quiz. 


Out of the 9 quizzes, only the first three quizzes are required for each student. However, students 


are welcome to take all other quizzes as well to maximize their total quiz scores. 


With only 10 questions, each quiz is worth 10 points. It covers all readings in one particular 


module plus questions from the Syllabus Folder to make sure that everyone knows the class 


rules for their own benefits, according to the recommendation of the UCF Course development 


office. Moreover, the same UCF office suggests that Quizzes (with 10 questions) should be set 


for only 5 minutes. However, I extended the time limit to 10-minutes for each quiz. For the 
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quizzes, our records show that majority of students take only about 5.5 minutes—a record very 


close to what the UCF staff suggested for time limit. 


Now the question is: What should be done about those who need more time? I can certainly 


identify with those who may need more time, simply because of my own learning disabilities. 


Please do not repeat my personal challenging school experience to ignore my learning 


disabilities for years; and get yourself tested for learning disabilities and report it to the UCF 


Office of Disability. This way, you can legally receive double-time for the quizzes and texts, 


based on Federal and UCF rules. If you do not have learning disability, please contact the 


professor to help you improve your Study Habits and Methods, so you would be more efficient 


and effective in taking the quizzes and earn higher scores.  


About Canvas System timing, depending on your type of Internet Connection to UCF system, 


some students will get cut off at the 10-minute time limit for the quizzes. While others may be in 


time violation. To avoid any penalty points, I strongly suggest that you submit your answers 


before the 10th minute starts. Time violations are penalized by 1 point for each extra minute. 


Moreover, UCF computer servers some nights go on backup (sometimes between 12 mid-


night to 6am), so some students were cut off in the past. Thus, our quizzes cannot be open for 


more than a day. Each quiz is only open for one Thursday from 6:00am to 11:59pm, each quiz is 


linked inside its own module. As mentioned earlier, quizzes are designed for 5 minutes, but you 


have up to 10-minutes to complete each. The exceptions to this rule are the students registered 


with the UCF Student Disability Services. These students have double time (i.e., 20 minutes) 


for each quiz, based on UCF rules. However, the Disability Students MUST ask the UCF 


Disability Services to provide the professor with confirmation of their status in the first 


week of the term. These students cannot use the extra time until the instructor receives the 


notification from UCF Disability office. 


UCF aims to prepare students for both objective and subjective tests. Quizzes are examples of 


objective tests. The quiz questions are multiple-choice and/or true-false in nature. Since there is 


no make-up for the quizzes, it is strongly recommended that students take all 9 quizzes and 


maximize their chance of higher total quiz score and avoid possible computer and network 


technical problems, which may lead to losing the opportunity to submit their quiz. To calculate 


students' total quiz scores, however, the professor will automatically drop their 6 lowest quiz 


scores and use only the top 3 out of their 9 quiz scores for each student. Students may earn up to 


a total of 30 points for their total quiz score. 


Note: It is normal that for some, quizzes would seem more challenging than for other students. 


The key issue for success on the quizzes is to master the readings. This means that you must 


fully repeat the readings at least 3 times, which is what I also do while preparing for my lectures. 


There is no shame in reading the materials 3 times, based on current educational standard. 


For those students, who do not master the readings, the 10-minute time limit will seem too short. 


For those who do not master the readings, it is impossible to cheat on the quizzes, because 


Canvas System choose 10 random questions (from a large question pool) for each student. No 


two quizzes are the same, because the question pool is very large with at least a couple of 


hundred questions. Even if a few students take the same quiz together, they will certainly have 
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different sets of quiz questions within their own 10-minute. Moreover, the quizzes get harder as 


the term moves on, so I made the first three easier quizzes required for all. There is no choice, 


but to master (or comprehend, not just memorize) the assigned readings. If you have questions, 


please ask us by direct emails.  


 


Exams 


Our class has 3 exams: First and Second Midterm Exams as well as Final Exam. First Exam and 


the Final Exam are required for all students without any exception. Second Exam is only 


required for those whose First Exam score is low (i.e., below 16 out of 20 points or what students 


say at “C” or less levels).  


 


All 3 exams are Closed-Book online tests. In a Closed-Book test, one may mention our text or 


lecture materials (only from their memory), but one does NOT directly "quote" text or lectures 


(with page numbers of the readings). Students should NOT document their test writings. 


Documenting is citing the author along with page numbers. In a closed-book test, quoting or 


documenting is considered plagiarism, which is a punishable act based on UCF rules. 


  


Each exam covers about one-third of the course materials. All students are required to take 


the First Midterm Exam without an exception. Those who do not do well on the First Exam 


(or Exam 1) are then required to take the Second Midterm Exam (or Exam 2). For these two 


midterm exams, the instructor drops the lowest score for each student. If you miss an exam, it 


will automatically earn zero. The First or Second Midterm Exam is not a replacement for the 


Final Exam. The Final Exam is required for all students without an exception. The Final Exam 


covers the last third of the term. There is no make-up for the Final Exam, so students must 


take it as scheduled, linked on Module 12. Please put our exam dates on your schedule.  


 


After Final Exam, please take the Post-Test, as a sign of your learning level and engagement in 


our class. Post-Test has the same questions as Pre-Test which is linked in Module 1. Pre-Test is 


also required as a sign of initial learning and engagement in our class. The final grade of those 


who fail to take Pre-Test and Post-Test will be penalized. 


 


Regarding format, each exam will provide equal opportunity to students with different learning 


abilities. In this regard, each exam has 3 parts: In Part 1, there are Objective Questions or 


multiple choice; in Part 2, Short-Answers Questions that are a combination of objective and 
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subjective questions); and in Part 3, Essay Questions, which are considered more subjective. In 


the First Part of the exam, there will be 7 objective questions (consist of multiple and/or true-


false questions), each worth 1 point. There are no choices in this part and all questions must be 


answered. The Second Part of the exam consists of short-answer questions, each of which can 


be answered briefly in one sentence. In this part, students have options, and are required to 


answer only 2 questions, not more and not less. There will be a penalty for answering more or 


less than 2 questions in this part. Each short-answer question is worth 3 points for a total of 6 


points. The Third Part of the exam is made of essay questions, which are considered subjective 


questions. Students have options and are required to answer only one essay question, which is 


worth 7 points, including 2 points for the essay outline (see sample outline and essay format in 


Modules 4, 8, and 12). Organize your thoughts and write down an outline with at least 5 Roman 


Numerals (subdivided into at least a couple of points) before starting the essay. For this outline, 


the First and Last Roman Numerals refer to the Introduction and Conclusion sections. The 


other three Roman Numerals must relate to the other three mini questions inside your essay 


question. The outline is worth only 2 points, so take it seriously. 


 


The essay must be an extensive answer (at least 500 words in length), which will be evaluated 


based on following criteria: clarity, content, organization, comprehensiveness, argument 


quality, and supporting evidence (facts and examples). Before submitting exam, essay answer 


must be single-spaced format, New Times Roman font, black color font, and 10-point font size. 


You are responsible for grammar and spell checking your work. There is penalty for violation 


of these rules. Hint: Use at least a separate paragraph for each of your Roman Numerals. 


  


Since UCF servers some nights go on backup (between 12 midnight to 6am) and some 


students were cut off in the past, our exams cannot be open for more than a day. Each required 


exam is only open for one Thursday from 6:00am to 11:59pm. Based on UCF Course 


Development staff suggestions, our exams are designed for 45 minutes, but you have up to 60-


minutes to complete each. The exceptions to this rule are the students registered with the UCF 


Student Disability Services. These students have double time for each exam, based on UCF 


rules. However, the Disability Students must ask the UCF Disability Services to provide the 


instructor with documentations of their status in the first week of the term. These students cannot 


use the extra time until the instructor receives the notification from the Disability Services. 


  


The UCF Canvas System does not save your answers, if you violate the time even by a micro 


second. Depending on your Internet Connection to UCF, some students will get cut off at the 60-


minute time limit, while others will be in time violation. I strongly suggest that you save and 


submit your answers before the 60th minute starts. Time violations are penalized by 1 point for 


each extra minute. 
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Extra Credit 


There is one Optional Extra Credit opportunity worth 5 points throughout the term. This Extra 


Credit is a Quiz that covers a number of Optional Reading Assignments in Module 12 at the 


end of the term. This quiz has the same format and requirements as a regular quiz, so read the 


Quiz section. The Extra Credit Quiz is linked in the Module 12 and it is listed in our Class 


Schedule. The difference between the Extra Credit Quiz and other quizzes is that you have only 


5 questions and have only 5 minutes for Extra Credit Quiz. 


  


Since UCF servers some nights go on backup (sometimes between 12 midnight to 6am) and 


some students were cut off in the past, this extra credit quiz cannot be open for more than a 


day. It is only open for one day from 6:00am to 11:59pm. Extra Credit Quiz is designed for 2.5 


minutes, based on UCF Course Development staff.  However, you have up to 5-minutes to 


complete it. The exceptions to this rule are the students registered with the UCF Student 


Disability Services. These students have double time for the Extra Credit Quiz, based on UCF 


rules. However, the Disability Students MUST ask the UCF Disability Services to provide the 


instructor with documentations of their status in the VERY first week of the term. These students 


cannot use the extra time until the instructor receives the notification from UCF Disability office. 


  


Again, the Canvas System may either cut you off or keep you in time violation (depending on 


your Internet Connection to UCF). I suggest that you save and submit this quiz before the 5th 


minute. There is penalty point for time violations. One point is subtracted for each extra minute 


beyond 5 minutes. Disability Students have double time for Extra Credit Quiz, based on UCF 


rules. 


Attendance, Engagement, & Participation  


Attendance: 


For the online students (in W or V courses), students’ attendance level is partly based on their 


active (or passive) record in our Optional Forums. There are 3 Optional forums: Questions, Tech 


Help, and "From the Grapevine:" For the complete description of each forum, please check the 


first one listed by the Dr. Sadri. Students who want recognition for their activities should help 


their peers in these Optional Forums. Those who have a strong record will get my help for a 


higher final grade in our class. Thus, to encourage good academic behavior, individuals who are 


active by helping other students in our Question & Technical Help Forums and participating 


in other Optional Forum: From the Grapevine are eligible for my assistance to their final grade, 


when their total scores fall on the borderline between two grades (such as A- & B+). Their active 


participation record will be the key factor influencing my decision for a higher grade. If you feel 


that you do not have a strong attendance record and have taken a very passive role in our class, 


please complete the Extra Credit assignment (worth 5 points), linked in Module 12.  
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Engagement: 


Inspired by the UCF educational mission, full engagement in class is essential in our online 


course. 1) In part, students’ engagement is measured by observing how carefully each student 


follows all class instructions and rules (listed in the Syllabus Folder), Announcements, and 


emails from the Professor and the Teaching Assistants (TAs). Students who ask questions whose 


answers are already in the above mentioned documents are obviously showing “disengagement” 


in our course. To encourage students to take the class rules seriously, each quiz has questions 


from the Syllabus Folder. 2) Class engagement is also measured by students’ completing the 


Pre-Test in Module 1 and Post-Test in Module 12. 3) Finally, students’ engagement is measured 


by meeting the UCF Financial Aid Requirement Report (in Module 0), by completing 3 simple 


assignments, based on Module Zero description. The final grade of those who show any 


“disengagement” is penalized by their level of passivity in this class, based on UCF rules.  


Participation: 


Obviously, students’ participation is vital in our class. What do we mean by participation? 


Participation means students actively completing the weekly course discussion postings. 


Students may present explanation, opinion, or relevant comments about an issue, based on my 


instructions in our Reading Discussion Forum linked within each module. However, simply 


asking questions or bombarding the instructor with emails (whose answers are already in the 


syllabus) is not considered active participation. Of course, I expect my students to participate in 


our Weekly Discussion Forums.  


Are there any weekly participation grades? Your weekly posting is evaluated on a point 


system based on a rubric which evaluates each posting from zero to 5 points. More specific 


posting instructions are linked in each module under the title: Discussion Posting Guidelines. If 


you are not sure about the acceptability of your work, then please make your postings by Sunday 


night. On Monday mornings, the instructor (or TAs) will send messages to students whose works 


are unacceptable or incomplete. Such students will have time before Tuesday night deadlines to 


revise their postings (in the Discussion Forum) and make them acceptable or complete. If you 


make your posting after Sunday night, there is no time for instructor/TA comments, so you 


take a chance. Thus, you may earn no points at all, despite your initial attempts. This term, there 


are 11 opportunities for Discussion Postings: the first three (Modules 1-3) are required. You 


have the option for the remaining postings to complete or not. There is also an Optional Posting 


in Module 12. Since the Discussion questions become much harder as the term goes by, you are 


strongly recommended to complete the earlier ones. 


How do you calculate your participation score? It is easy to calculate your participation score. 


Please simply add the scores that you received for each posting. You may earn up to 30 points in 


total for 6 fully-completed Posting, based on our rubric and instructions. For detailed posting 


instructions, see the Discussion Posting Guidelines, linked in the module description page. There 


are 11 weekly Discussions. I drop the 5 lowest Postings for each student, and add their totals. 
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There is also an Optional Posting based on the Extra Credit Readings in Module 12 at the end of 


the term. Those who miss a week of Required Discussion Posting are strongly encouraged to use 


this optional opportunity to neutralize 1 missed posting that is graded based on the same rubric. 


Note: The instructor may subtract points from the final participation score of those students who 


repeatedly violate syllabus rules throughout the term. Such violations include: not using Course 


Mail, asking questions whose answers are already in the syllabus, and repeating errors for which 


they had received my comments. 


Other Assignments 


If the students take a laidback attitude towards the readings or the class discussion, the instructor 


may assign additional oral and/or written assignments in form of reports or research projects to 


stimulate participation.  


Technical Challenges 


Unless there is a well-documented UCF computer, server, or network crash at one of the 


UCF locations, the responsibility of the technical problem is fully with the students. 


It is partially due to Tech Problems that we have such a generous drop policy in our course to 


minimize the impact Tech Problems. To avoid Tech Problems, I encourage the students to use 


UCF computers and Internet Network located at any of 10 different area campuses located in 


Central Florida region, if they can. This is especially important for Exams and Quizzes, which 


are open only for one day (Thursday 6:00am till 11:59pm). You have a full week for each set 


of weekly required postings, so if you cannot connect to our Website one day, you can try it 


later. 


In fact, one reason that our quizzes and exam are available only from 6am till 11:59pm is that 


many of the UCF computers, servers, and network go to a backup (or repair) process between 12 


(midnight) and 6am. Thus, I decreased the chance of my students being cut off from the UCF 


during an exam or a quiz. Moreover, there is statistically less chance of computer crashes on 


Thursdays, so all our Exam and Quizzes are available ONLY on Thursdays. 


Since different students use different equipment, software, and networks, it is the students' 


responsibility to make sure that their system is compatible with UCF and Canvas' server to avoid 


Technical Problems. For this information, please check the Technical Support button on the 


first menu of our Course Website, especially please do the "Browser Check." 


Based on our recent experience, here are some useful suggestions: 


1. If you can, use UCF computers and network, instead of less secure home (or office) service. 


 


2. If you have the option, use wired instead of wireless services that tend to cut off occasionally. 
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3. Use reliable updated Internet Browsers that have no problems with UCF network. 


 


4. Avoid internet pick time to take your quizzes and exams. 


 


5. Temporarily, suspend your computer Fire Walls, when you connect with UCF to take a test. 


 


6. Do NOT give to other students your PID & NID numbers or username & passwords. 


 


7. If you can, use UCF labs, to have an authorized witness, if a local crash occurs. 


 


8. If you use your peer's computer to take our quizzes (or exams), then you must login to 


MyUCF or Canvas after your peer computer has been off (for at least 3 minutes). Violators 


may experience Tech Problem, and their scores automatically go to ZERO.  


9. If you have any Technical Problem, please contact UCF Online Support about 


Webcourses@UCF tech issues at: http://learn.ucf.edu/support/ 


 


Class Schedule & Assignments 


Fall 2021 


 


 Date Topic 


 


Reading & Assignments 


 


 Mon 8/23/21  UCF Semester Begins 


  


UCF Fall Term officially begins 


 


 Tues 8/24 
 Module 0: Course 


Orientation 


 Read:   


• Instructor’s Welcome & Orientation 


Postings 


• Syllabus, Class Schedule, & All 


Instructor’s Postings on All Forums in 


Discussion Section 


• NOTE: Reading class rules is important, 


since all quizzes cover them. Any 


violation of class rules leads to 


participation penalty points for the lack 


of FULL engagement in our class. 
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Assignments: 


• Read lecture on Political Science/IR. 


• NOTE: You must always use our Course 


Mail for e-mailing Dr. Sadri. 


 Thurs 8/26 
 Module 0: Course 


Orientation 


 


Required UCF Financial Aid Assignments: 


• 1. Reply to instructor’s “I am” Message 


• 2. Finish Student Background Survey. 


• 3. Take the Orientation Quiz  


• Weekly Optional Survey Opens today 


Friday 8/27 
  Module 0: Course 


Orientation 


• UCF Late Registration: Last Day to Drop 


 


Friday 8/27 
  Module 0: Course 


Orientation 


• UCF Late Registration: Last Day to Add 


 


Tues 8/31 
Module 1: Introduction 


& Mercantilists 


Read:   


• ALL linked readings in our module 


Assignments:   


• Finish ALL readings before your posting 


• Your Required Discussion Posting is 


due by 11:59pm. 


Thurs 9/2 


  


  


Module 1: Introduction 


& Mercantilists 


Assignments:   


• Quiz 1: available only today 6:00am-


11:59pm (covering All Module 1 


Readings & Syllabus Folder) 


• Take Pre-Test: Taking it is required. 


• Weekly Optional Survey Opens today 


Tues 9/7 Module 2: Liberalists 


 


Read:   


• Listed readings in our module 
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Assignments:   


• Finish ALL readings before your posting 


• Your Required Discussion Posting is 


due by 11:59pm. 


Thurs 9/9 


  


Module 2: Liberalists 


  


Assignments:   


• Quiz 2: available only today 6:00am-


11:59pm (covering All Module 1 


Readings & Syllabus Folder) 


• Weekly Optional Survey Opens today 


Tues 9/14 


  


Module 3: 


Structuralists  


  


Read:   


• Listed readings in our module 


Assignments:   


• Finish ALL readings before your posting 


• Your Required Discussion Posting is 


due by 11:59pm. 


Thurs 9/16 


Module 3: 


Structuralists  


  


Assignments:   


• Quiz 3: available only today 6:00am-


11:59pm (covering All Module 3 


Readings & Syllabus Folder) 


• Weekly Optional Survey Opens today 


Tues 9/21 


  


Module 4: 


First Midterm Review 


  


Review Assignments:   


• Finish ALL readings before you send an 


email or post any questions 


• Online exam review session. 


Thurs 9/23 


Module 4: 


First Midterm Day 


  


Assignment: 


• First Midterm Exam Day.  


• No Class: Exam 1 Required for all and 


is available on-line ONLY today from 


6:00am to 11:59pm at our website 


(covering Modules 1-3). 







 


20 


 


Tues 9/28 


  


  


Module 5:  Alternative 


IPE Perspectives  


  


Read:   


• Listed readings in our module 


Assignments:   


• Finish ALL readings before your posting 


• Your Discussion Posting is due by 


11:59pm. 


Thurs 9/30 


  


Module 5:  Alternative 


IPE Perspectives 


Assignments:   


• Quiz 4: available only today 6:00am-


11:59pm (covering All Module 5 


Readings & Syllabus Folder) 


• Weekly Optional Survey Opens today 


Tues 10/5 


  


  


 


Module 6: Trade & 


Development   


 


  


  


Read:   


• Listed readings in our module 


Assignments:   


• Finish ALL readings before your posting 


• Your Discussion Posting is due by 


11:59pm. 


Thurs 10/7 


 


Module 6: Trade & 


Development   


   


Assignments:   


• Quiz 5: available only today 6:00am-


11:59pm (covering All Module 6 


Readings & Syllabus Folder) 


• Weekly Optional Survey Opens today 


Tues 10/12 


  


  


Module 7: Technology 


& MNCs   


Read:  


• Listed readings in our module 


Assignments:   


• Finish ALL readings before your posting 


• Your Discussion Posting is due by 


11:59pm. 
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Thurs 10/14 


  


  


Module 7: Technology 


& MNCs    


Assignments:   


• Quiz 6: available only today 6:00am-


11:59pm (covering All Module 7 


Readings & Syllabus Folder) 


• Weekly Optional Survey Opens today 


Tues 10/19 


Module 8: 


Second Midterm Review 


  


Review Assignments:   


• Finish ALL readings before you send an 


email or post any questions 


• Online exam review session. 


Thurs 10/21 


Module 8: 


Second Midterm Exam 


Assignments: 


• Second Midterm Exam Day.  


• No Class: Our Exam is Only Required 


for those who earned less that 16 points 


on Exam 1. It is available on-line ONLY 


today from 6:00am to 11:59pm at our 


website (covering Modules 5-7). 


Tues 10/26 


Module 9-1: State-


Market Tensions in the 


North 


Part 1: The EU 


Read:   


• Listed readings in our module 


Assignments:   


• Finish ALL readings before your posting 


• Your Discussion Posting is due by 


11:59pm. 


Thurs 10/28 


Module 9-1: State-


Market Tensions in the 


North 


Part 1: The EU 


Assignments: 


• Weekly Optional Survey Opens today 


Tues 11/2 


 


Module 9-2: State-


Market Tensions in the 


Read:   


• Listed readings in our module 
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North 


Part 2: Japan 


Assignments:   


• Finish ALL readings before your posting 


• Your Discussion Posting is due by 


11:59pm. 


Thurs 11/4 


Module 9-2: State-


Market Tensions in the 


North 


Part 2: Japan 


 Assignments:   


• Quiz 7: available only today 6:00am-


11:59pm (covering All Module 9 


Readings & Syllabus Folder) 


• Weekly Optional Survey Opens today 


Tues 11/9 


Module 10-1: State-


Market Tensions in the 


South 


Part 1: Transitional 


States 


Read:   


• Listed readings in our module 


Assignments:   


• Finish ALL readings before your posting 


• Your Discussion Posting is due by 


11:59pm. 


Thurs 11/11 


Module 10-1: State-


Market Tensions in the 


South 


Part 1: Transitional 


States 


VETERANS DAY HOLIDAY 


Assignments:   


• Quiz 8: available only today 6:00am-


11:59pm (covering Module 10 Readings 


& Syllabus Folder) 


• Quiz 8 moves to next Tuesday due to 


holiday 


• Weekly Optional Survey Opens today 


Tues 11/16 


Module 10-2: State-


Market Tensions in the 


South 


  


Part 2: The Middle East 


 


 


Read:   


• Listed readings in our module 


Assignments:   


• Quiz 8: available only today 6:00am-


11:59pm (covering Module 10 Readings 
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  & Syllabus Folder) 


• Finish ALL readings before your posting 


• Your Discussion Posting is due by 


11:59pm. 


Thurs 11/18 


Module 10-2: State-


Market Tensions in the 


South 


  


Part 2: The Middle East 


 


Assignments:   


• Weekly Optional Survey Opens 


Tues 11/23 


  


 


Module 11: 


Environment & the 


Future of IPE 


  


 


Read:   


• Listed readings in our module 


Assignments:   


• Finish ALL readings before your posting 


• Your Discussion Posting is due by 


11:59pm. 


Thurs 11/25 


Module 11: 


Environment & the 


Future of IPE 


 


 


THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY 


Assignments:   


• Quiz 9: available only today 6:00am-


11:59pm (covering Module 11 Readings 


& Syllabus Folder 


• Quiz 9 moves to next Tuesday due to 


the Holiday 


• Weekly Optional Survey Opens today 


Tues 11/30 


  


Module 12:  


Extra Credit & Review 


•  Quiz 9: available only today 6:00am-


11:59pm (covering Module 11 Readings 


& Syllabus Folder 


Online Review Session: 
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• Review your required readings & notes. 


• Email your questions about the materials 


and exam to the Instructor and TA. 


• Read questions by your peers on the 


Question Forum and try to answer their 


questions. They may do the same for you. 


• Instructor is available during his Office 


Hours. 


Optional Extra Credit Readings:   


Read:   


• If interested, complete OPTIONAL 


readings based on the module list. 


Optional Assignments:  


• If interested, make the Optional 


Discussion Posting, if you do not have 


enough required ones. 


Thurs 12/2 


  


 Module 12:  


Extra Credit & Review 


Session 


  


 Optional Extra Credit Readings:   


Optional Assignments:  


• Optional Extra Credit Quiz available for 


all students only today 6:00am-11:59pm 


(covering only Optional Extra Credit 


Readings listed in the module) 


Thurs 12/9 


  


Module 12:  


Final Exam Day 


 


Assignments: 


• Final Exam Day is on-line.  


• No Class: Our Final Exam is available 


ONLY today from 6:00am to 23:59 at 


course website (covering Modules 9-11). 


• Post-Test is also available today and is 


due by 11:59pm. Taking it is required.  


 


 


 








INR 4903H Directed Readings I  


Fall 2021 Syllabus  
 


Instructor Contact 


Instructor  Dr. Joseph Paul Vasquez, III  


Office  102A Howard Philips Hall 


Office 
Hours 


by appointment over Zoom 


Phone  407-823-2659 


E-mail  paul.vasquez@ucf.edu 


 


Course Information 


Course Name  Directed Readings I  


Course ID & Section INR 4903H 


Credit Hours  3 credit hours  


Semester/Year  Fall 2021 


Class meeting time & location Weekly meetings TBD via Zoom or phone  


 


Course Description 


The student will work to develop an honors thesis proposal, including a literature 
review, pertaining to their research interest.       


Course Objectives 


 Objective One:  gain competency in the relevant literature and concepts          
 Objective Two:  develop research skills and  
 Objective Three: learn how to summarize thoughts and develop 


communication writing skills via writing a thesis proposal, including a 
synthetic literature review.          
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Course Materials 


Following consultation with the instructor, the student will assemble a list of 
readings related to the proposed topic of study that will assist with crafting the 
thesis proposal. With the instructors’ approval, the student will read and take 
notes over the readings to assist with proposal writing.     


 


Course Requirements and Grade Table  


A B C D  
Assignments % of 


Final 
Grade 


Assignment 
Scores* 


Component 
Score = 


column B 
x 


column C 


Due Date 


Syllabus Quiz  0   First week of the semester 
Thesis 
proposal   


100%   Friday, November 12, 
11:59 PM 


Total  100%  Add each of 
your 
component 
scores to get 
your 
anticipated 
final grade   


 


* Add grades for each type of assignment and divide by the number of grades for 
this task, except for discussion post grades which should be added.   


Very Important Note: For the purposes of determining your final course 
grade, take the grades for particular assignments shown in Webcourses/Canvas 
and plug them into the grade table above and do the calculations accordingly.  If 
assignments are not yet completed and you are trying to estimate your current 
course grade during the semester, divide your total for column D by the 
percentage of the final grade that has been completed. For example, if you have 
done everything except Annotated Bibliography 3, divide your total for column D 
by 65 since you have only completed the assignments equal to 65% of your 
course grade.  
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Grading Scale  


Letter Grade  Points  


A  93 – 100 points  


A-  90 – 92 points  


B+  87 – 89 points  


B  83 – 86 points  


B-  80 – 82 points  


C+  77 – 79 points  


C  73 – 76 points  


C-  70 – 72 points  


D+  67 – 69 points  


D  63 – 66 points  


D-  60 – 62 points  


F  59 and below  


 


Academic Assignments  


Thesis proposal:  Students will read the approved books, academic articles, 
and similar materials to conduct background research that will be synthesized 
and discussed in the thesis research proposal that will lay out the research and 
writing to be conducted in depth in future semesters. That proposal should ideally 
be between 20 to 25 pages in length.     
 
Your proposal should include: “a brief introduction, which will define the thesis 
topic and explain the purpose of the thesis; a literature review that outlines the 
most relevant readings and theories which pertain to the thesis topic; a 
methodology section, which should include the research questions, hypotheses, 
participants, materials, and procedures; a bibliography or reference list. Most of 
the sources should be from peer reviewed articles or books. As with other 
academic papers, the use of internet sources should be limited.”1 
 
Unless otherwise directed by the Honors College guidance, please use the 
Chicago citation style and 1-inch margins, double-spacing with 11-point font. Be 
sure to familiarize yourself with the discussion of cheating and plagiarism in this 


 
1 Taken from:  https://honors.ucf.edu/thesis-proposal-examples-2/  
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syllabus before starting on this assignment.  This assignment will be graded in 
accord with the following distribution of credit.   
 
Mechanics of writing                   20% 
Literature Review           40% 
Methodological discussion                  15% 
Proper documentation and citation      20% 
Organization of paper                   5% 
                    100% 
 
Typically, most students lose points on papers for me because of mechanical 
flaws in their writing (grammar, punctuation, unclearly worded sentences, etc.).   
Poor performance in this regard could lower your paper grade by as much as 20 
points.  Also, students have a tendency to lose points for failing to use evidence 
to support their arguments by appropriately citing scholarly sources, so you 
should consult the section below on academic dishonesty for details on how to 
avoid plagiarism.  For example, I deduct one point for missing words or marks of 
punctuation, two points for sentence fragments or run-on sentences and five 
points for each failure to appropriately cite sources.  Thus, you should take steps 
to minimize those kinds of flaws in your writing, including becoming familiar with 
Chicago style using the literacy tutorial referenced in the Academic Honesty 
section below.  Hopefully, these standards will help you to develop sound writing 
skills that will help you not only when applying for jobs or further educational 
opportunities, but once you secure those opportunities.   
 
Additional procedural guidance:  
 
In accordance with the Honors College expectations, the student should 
participate in the Honors Undergraduate Thesis orientation and one additional 
workshop. Orientation dates will be sent to student’s Knights email account. Also, 
the student should select, in consultation with the thesis chair, at least one 
additional thesis committee member. No later than six weeks before the end of 
the semester, the committee should be formed, the names of additional 
committee members should be sent to the Office of Honors Research. The thesis 
proposal should be sent to the thesis committee by Friday, November 12, which 
is three weeks before classes end.  
 
 
The student will Submit the thesis proposal with the signed Thesis Proposal 
Cover Page to the Office of Honors Research by the appropriate deadline. Also, 
the student should register for Honors Thesis (4970H for 3 credit hours) or, if the 
proposal will not be completed in time, the student should register for Directed 
Readings II (4904H for 3 credit hours). Students will use the HUT Course 
Registration form, which can be obtained from the Office of Honors Research. 
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Academic Integrity  


Do not cheat as this clearly violates the UCF Golden Rule Student Handbook 
and violates several aspects of the UCF Creed.  Unless otherwise specified by 
the instructor, your work must be your own. Cheating can come in different 
forms, including plagiarism.  Plagiarism in its most blatant form is when writers 
use other people's words or ideas and do not give them credit.  Do not copy or 
use papers or sections of papers from the web or other sources without proper 
attribution.   
 
Please use Chicago’s style for your bibliographies.  If I determine that there has 
been an instance of unambiguous academic dishonesty in the course, I will 
inform you of my concern and report the violation to Office of Student Rights and 
Responsibilities.  Particular assignments on which unambiguous cheating occurs 
will be penalized with an F (0 points).       


Academic Support Services 


Student Academic Resource Center (SARC) (Phillips Hall, Room 113/ (407) 823-
5130):  If you have trouble succeeding in this class and comprehending the 
material, you might benefit from contacting this office for assistance with 
improving your study skills.  


UCF Counseling Center (Building #27/ (407) 823-2811):  Students experiencing 
challenges, including, but by no means limited to stress, anxiety, or depression, 
that are hindering their ability to be the best they can be should contact this office 
for help.  There is absolutely no shame in getting help so that you can attempt to 
live up to your true potential.   


Course Accessibility Statement:  The University of Central Florida is committed to 
providing reasonable accommodations for all persons with disabilities. This 
syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students with disabilities 
who need accommodations in this course must contact the professor at the 
beginning of the semester to discuss needed accommodations. No 
accommodations will be provided until the student has met with the professor to 
request accommodations. Students who need accommodations must be 
registered with Student Accessibility Services, Student Resource Center Room 
132, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before 
requesting accommodations from the professor. 


University Writing Center:  The University Writing Center (UWC) offers writing 
support to UCF students from first-year to graduate in every discipline. Trained 
peer consultants provide help at every stage of the writing process, including 
understanding assignments, researching, drafting, revising, incorporating 
sources, and learning to proofread and edit. The UWC’s purpose is not merely to 
fix papers or to make better writers, but to teach writers’ strategies to navigate 
complex situations for writing, both in and outside the University. Consultations 
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are available for individuals and small groups. To make the best use of the UWC, 
visit far enough before your due dates to allow yourself time to revise after your 
consultation, browse the writing resources on our website, and arrange a regular 
weekly appointment if you’d like long-term help. You may schedule a 45-minute 
appointment by phone or by using the TutorTrac scheduler on our website; walk-
in consultations are also available. The main location is in Colbourn 105 with 
satellite locations in the Main Library, Rosen Library & Online.  They can be 
reached at 407-823-2197 or http://uwc.cah.ucf.edu/. In addition, the UWC seeks 
graduate and undergraduate tutors from all majors; contact the UWC to learn 
more about peer writing consulting and ENC 4275/5276: Theory & Practice of 
Tutoring Writing, our three-credit tutor-education course. 


 


Campus Safety Statement for Students in Online-Only Courses 


Though most emergency situations are primarily relevant to courses that meet in 
person, such incidents can also impact online students, either when they are on 
or near campus to participate in other courses or activities or when their course 
work is affected by off-campus emergencies. The following policies apply to 
courses in online modalities. 


 To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to 
receive UCF text alerts by going to <https://my.ucf.edu> and logging in. 
Click on “Student Self Service” located on the left side of the screen in the 
toolbar, scroll down to the blue “Personal Information” heading on the 
Student Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the information, 
including e-mail address, cell phone number, and cell phone provider, 
click “Apply” to save the changes, and then click “OK.” 


 Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak 
with their instructors outside of class. 


 
Deployed Active-Duty Military Students 
Students who are deployed active-duty military and/or National Guard personnel 
and require accommodation should contact their instructors as soon as possible 
after the semester begins and/or after they receive notification of deployment to 
make related arrangements. 


	
	
	
	
	


Course	Schedule	
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Assignments 
Due 


 


Course Participation Quiz Friday, August 27, 11:59 PM  


Meetings We will plan to meet once each week by Zoom 


Thesis proposal deadline  Friday, November 12, at 11:59 PM 


 


Important Note:  All faculty members are required by UCF to document 
students' academic activity at the beginning of each course. In order to document 
that you began this course, you should complete a graded syllabus quiz that is 
due during the first week of classes.  Failure to do so could result in a zero for the 
assignment and a delay in the disbursement of any financial aid (this is a new 
UCF policy and beyond my control).  To do this task, go to the myUCF portal 
(https://my.ucf.edu)  


Missed or late assignment policy or religious holidays: Missed assignments 
will be penalized 5% per day unless a valid and compelling explanation is 
offered. Students must notify their instructor in advance if they intend to miss 
class for a religious observance. For more information, see the UCF policy:  
5.020ReligiousObservancesFINALJan19.pdf (ucf.edu) 


Make-Up Assignments for Authorized University Events or Co-curricular 
Activities 


Students who represent the university in an authorized event or activity (for 
example, student-athletes) and who are unable to meet a course deadline due to 
a conflict with that event must provide the instructor with documentation in 
advance to arrange a make-up. No penalty will be applied. For more information, 
see the UCF policy at https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-401.pdf 


 


Other	important	Dates:	
Event Date for C Term  
Drop/ Add deadline  Friday, August 27, 2021 11:59 PM 
Withdrawal deadline  Friday, October 29, 2021 11:59 PM 


 


 








  


University of Central Florida 


American National Government - POS2041 


School of Politics, Security, and International Affairs School of Politics, Security, and 


International Affairs (ucf.edu) 


Fall 2021 


Section 0010 


Monday and Wednesday | 4:30 – 5:50PM | HS1 Room 0116 


3 credit hours 


  


Instructor: Dr. Lynne Gleiber 


E-Mail: lynne.gleiber@ucf.edu 


Office hours: By appointment 


I will respond to emails within 48 hours. 


 


Purpose and Course Description 
In this introductory course in the American political system you will be provided with opportunities to 


understand the institutions and processes of American politics. We will examine the principles and origins 


of the United States Constitution, political institutions, how democracy works from a practical standpoint 


and domestic and foreign public policy. Students are invited to share their insights during class 


discussions to promote an environment of learning in which all insights are welcome and respected. 
  


Course Objectives and Outcomes 


After completing the course you will have a deeper understanding of the basic concepts of American 


government and politics. You will also gain knowledge of the interrelated nature of many of the concepts 


and institutions we examine over the course of the semester.  When you read or discuss material from a 


section in the course and think of a previous reading assignment or discussion, please share your thoughts 


with all of us.  It means that you are really getting it!  


For instance, if a discussion of interest groups reminds you of an earlier discussion of rights and liberties, 


this means that you are understanding how the various aspect of politics and government relate to one 


another.  This is a skill that you will find useful in other courses and endeavors. Speak up!!! Speak out!!! 


Speak often!!! 


Expectations for Student Performance  


Course Requirements 


Work assignments must be completed on time. 


  


Required textbook  The book for this class will be provided to you in webcourses. There is no 


book to buy. 


 



https://sciences.ucf.edu/politics/

https://sciences.ucf.edu/politics/





 


Grading Distribution 


Final grades will be composed as follows: 


Examination 1  20% 


Examination 2  20% 


Examination 3  20% 


Examination 4  20% 


Final Examination 20%  


Examinations, Written Assignments, and Grading 


Exams will be given on electronically on webcourses with Proctor Hub. Exam questions will be based on 


information covered in the textbook as well as material presented during class lectures, presentations, and 


discussions.  


 


In order to be fair to all students, extra credit work will not be given. If a student misses an exam, he or 


she must provide sufficient justification for doing so (e.g. a documented emergency) to qualify for a 


make-up-exam.  If documentation is not provided a make-up exam will not be given. It is the 


responsibility of the student to contact me (by telephone, voice mail or e-mail) before or immediately 


after the missed exam to discuss making up the exam.  Students must arrive on time to take exams. No 


student will be allowed to begin an exam once other students have finished and left the exam room.   


In the interest of fairness to all students, extra credit work will not be given. If a student misses 


an exam, he or she must provide sufficient justification for doing so (e.g. a documented 


emergency) to qualify for a make-up-exam.  If documentation is not provided a make-up exam 


will not be given. It is the responsibility of the student to contact me (by telephone, voice mail or 


e-mail) before or immediately after the missed exam to discuss the possibility of being given a 


make-up exam.  


The table shows the range for each letter grade and uses a plus/minus system. 


Letter Grade and points 


  


A 


93 – 100 points 


A- 


90 – 92 points 


B+ 


87 – 89 points 







B 


83 – 86 points 


B- 


80 – 82 points 


C+ 


77 – 79 points 


C 


73 – 76 points 


C- 


70 – 72 points 


D+ 


67 – 69 points 


D 


63 – 66 points 


D- 


60 – 62 points 


F 


59 and below 


  


  


1. Academic Integrity  


Academic integrity is fundamental to the process of learning and evaluating academic 


performance.  Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated.  Academic dishonesty includes, but is 


not limited to, the following: cheating, plagiarism, tampering with academic records and 


examinations, falsifying identity, and being an accessory to acts of academic dishonesty. For 







clarification of what constitutes academic dishonesty, please consult The Golden Rule, the 


University of Central Florida’s Student Handbook http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/ 


.  Students are Violations of the rules addressing academic integrity stated in The Golden Rule 


will result in documentation of the infraction and a grade of zero for the work in question. 


Confirmation of academic dishonesty an also result in expulsion from the University of Central 


Florida. 


  


1. Attendance and Withdrawal 


Students are expected to participate in all course activities and are responsible for withdrawing 


from the course if he or she decides not to complete it.  Students who discontinue participation, 


and do not withdraw will fail the course. 


  


Course Accessibility 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all persons 


with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students with 


disabilities who need specific access in this course, such as accommodations, should contact the 


professor as soon as possible to discuss various access options. Students should also connect 


with Student Accessibility Services (Ferrell Commons, 7F, Room 185, sas@ucf.edu, phone 


(407) 823-2371). Through Student Accessibility Services, a Course Accessibility Letter may be 


created and sent to professors, which informs faculty of potential access and accommodations 


that might be reasonable. Once Student Disability Services has been contacted, I am happy to 


make any arrangements needed by my students. 


Campus Safety Statement 


Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise during class, everyone needs to work 


together. Students should be aware of their surroundings and familiar with some basic safety and 


security concepts.  


  


• In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance. 


• Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall near the 


door. Students should make a note of the guide’s physical location and review the online 


version at http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html. 


• Students should know the evacuation routes from each of their classrooms and have a 


plan for finding safety in case of an emergency. 


• If there is a medical emergency during class, students may need to access a first-aid kit or 


AED (Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those are located, see 


http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/workplacesafety.html (click on link from menu on left). 



http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

mailto:sas@ucf.edu

http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html

http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/workplacesafety.html





• To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text 


alerts by going to ucf.edu and logging in. Click on “Student Self Service” located on the 


left side of the screen in the toolbar, scroll down to the blue “Personal Information” 


heading on the Student Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the information, 


including e-mail address, cell phone number, and cell phone provider, click “Apply” to 


save the changes, and then click “OK.” 


• Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their 


instructors outside of class. 


• To learn about how to manage an active-shooter situation on campus or elsewhere, 


consider viewing this video. 


Required statement from the University regarding COVID-19: 


University-Wide Face Covering Policy for Common Spaces and Face-to-Face Classes 


To protect members of our community, everyone is required to wear a facial covering inside all 


common spaces including classrooms 


(https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/PolicyEmergencyCOVIDReturnPolicy.pdf. Students who 


choose not to wear facial coverings will be asked to leave the classroom by the instructor. If they 


refuse to leave the classroom or put on a facial covering, they may be considered disruptive 


(please see the Golden Rule for student behavior expectations). Faculty have the right to cancel 


class if the safety and well-being of class members are in jeopardy. Students will be responsible 


for the material that would have been covered in class as provided by the instructor. 


  


Notifications in Case of Changes to Course Modality 


Depending on the course of the pandemic during the semester, the university may make changes 


to the way classes are offered. If that happens, please look for announcements or messages in 


Webcourses@UCF or Knights email about changes specific to this course. 


  


COVID-19 and Illness Notification 


Students who believe they may have a COVID-19 diagnosis should contact UCF Student Health 


Services (407-823-2509) so proper contact tracing procedures can take place. 


Students should not come to campus if they are ill, are experiencing any symptoms of COVID-


19, have tested positive for COVID, or if anyone living in their residence has tested positive or is 


sick with COVID-19 symptoms. CDC guidance for COVID-19 symptoms is located here: 


(https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html) 



http://my.ucf.edu/

https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk

https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/PolicyEmergencyCOVIDReturnPolicy.pdf

https://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html





Students should contact their instructor(s) as soon as possible if they miss class for any illness 


reason to discuss reasonable adjustments that might need to be made. When possible, students 


should contact their instructor(s) before missing class. 


  


In Case of Faculty Illness 


If the instructor falls ill during the semester, there may be changes to this course, including 


having a backup instructor take over the course. Please look for announcements or mail in 


Webcourses@UCF or Knights email for any alterations to this course. 


  


Course Accessibility and Disability COVID-19 Supplemental Statement 


Accommodations may need to be added or adjusted should this course shift from an on-campus 


to a remote format. Students with disabilities should speak with their instructor and should 


contact sas@ucf.edu to discuss specific accommodations for this or other courses. 


Deployed Active Duty Military Students 


Students who are deployed active duty military and/or National Guard personnel and require 


accommodation should contact their instructors as soon as possible after the semester begins 


and/or after they receive notification of deployment to make related arrangements. 


 


Copyright 


This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, images, text 


materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use doctrine in order to 


enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, download or distribute these 


items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for this online classroom environment and 


your use only. All copyright materials are credited to the copyright holder. 


 


Third-Party Software and FERPA 


During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or software 


applications sometimes called third-party software such as a blog or wiki. While some of these 


could be required assignments, you need not make any personally identifying information on a 


public site. Do not post or provide any private information about yourself or your classmates. 


Where appropriate you may use a pseudonym or nickname. Some written assignments posted 


publicly may require personal reflection/comments, but the assignments will not require you to 


disclose any personally identity-sensitive information. If you have any concerns about this, 


please contact your instructor. 


  


Course Plan 



mailto:sas@ucf.edu





The following is a schedule of readings, exams, and assignments for the course.  Adjustments 


may be made if necessary, because of emerging situations. Please note that if classes are 


suspended for any reason, students should attempt to adhere to the dates of readings and 


assignments listed below unless advised to do otherwise. 


  


  


  


  


  


  


  


  


  


  


  


  


  


  


  


  


  


  


  


  


  







  


  


  


  


  


  


  


  


  


  


  


  


 








POS4284-21Fall 0W61


Jump to Today  Edit


Announcements from the School of Politics, Security & International Affairs:


Instructor Contact


Instructor: Barry Edwards, J.D., Ph.D. (About Me)


Office: Howard Phillips Hall 102C (Where's This?


(http://map.ucf.edu/locations/14/howard-phillips-hall-


hph/) )


Phone: 407-823-2608 (SPSIA main office)


E-mail: barry.edwards@ucf.edu


(mailto:barry.edwards@ucf.edu)


Office Hours: Tuesdays 10am - noon; Fridays 10am -


noon, call 321-394-8868 during these times to speak to


me. Other times may be available by appointment.


GTA: TBD


Course Information


Course Name: Judicial Process and Politics


Course ID & Section: POS4284-21Fall 0W61


Credit Hours: 3


Semester/Year: Fall 2021


Web Only Course


Course Description


Judicial Process and Politics examines the role of the judiciary in American society.  Please read this syllabus


carefully.  This is an online only course.  The course material is organized into a series of modules.  When you've


finished reading this syllabus, you can start with the "Start Here" module (there's a link to it at the bottom of the


syllabus).


In this course, we will primarily be concerned with the process of law, rather than the product of legal processes. The


law is not simply a collection of outcomes, policies, decisions and decrees. Law is also a method for transforming


contentious issues into enforced solutions. But this process is far from simple or mechanical. Abstract rules and


general principles provide some guidance in this transformation of contentiousness, but social norms, broader public


understanding, and strategies of legal interpretation also play a role in this process.


One of the main goals of this class is for students to gain realistic perspectives on the judiciary and legal system in


the United States. Chances are, much of what you think about judges, courts, and lawyers comes from what you've


seen on television and in the movies. It's important for students to feel what it's really like to be inside a courtroom


and hear what it's like to go to law and practice law for a living. These activities will help displace the images you have


https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386738
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in mind and help you see why the course material is relevant and important.


Course prerequisites: ENC 1102 (Freshman Composition II), POS 2041 (American National Government) or consent


of the instructor. 


Course Objectives


Understand terminology and concepts related to judicial process and politics


Understand basic history and organizational principles of U.S. court system


Evaluate the role of the courts in democratic society


Compare the popular perception of the legal system to the realities of American courtrooms


Evaluate the fairness of the judicial system for racial minorities and the poor


Develop in-depth understanding of a particular judicial process through direct observation and critical analysis


Required Texts and Supplemental Readings


REQUIRED: Neubauer, David, and Stephen Meinhold. 2016.  Judicial Process: Law, Courts, and Politics in the


United States, Seventh Edition. Boston, MA: Wadsworth, Cengage Learning (hereafter “Neubauer & Meinhold”). 


ISBN-13: 978-1305506527, ISBN-10: 1305506529.  See on Amazon  (https://www.amazon.com/Judicial-Process-


Courts-Politics-United/dp/1305506529/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1470240246)


REQUIRED: Lewis, Anthony. 1989. Gideon's Trumpet. New York: Vintage Books. ISBN-13: 978-0679723127.


ISBN-10: 0679723129 [Originally published in 1964].  See on Amazon  (http://www.amazon.com/Gideons-


Trumpet-Anthony-Lewis/dp/0679723129/ref=la_B000APOQU0_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1437530734&sr=1-1) .  


BOOK BUYING ISSUES?  Don't wait until the second or third week of class to get the books required for this


class.  If the timing of financial aid is an issue, take advantage of UCF's Textbook Purchase Programs


(https://finaid.ucf.edu/receiving/funds-for-books/) .


SUPPLEMENTAL READINGS. Additional readings will be announced and/or distributed online.  In particular,


these readings will focus on rulings from the most recent Supreme Court term(s), and articles regarding the


various uses of federal and state judicial power.


RECOMMENDED: Read your local newspaper's coverage of trials in your area.  It's not only interesting to see
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how these cases are reported, news reports can alert you to great opportunities to observe courtroom proceedings


in your area (which will help you complete the required original research project). 


Course Requirements


Your final grade is based on the components listed below. Assignment point values are based on 1,400 total points in


the course.


1. Module Quizzes (50%) - Each substantive module in this course includes a short quiz to test your understanding


of the assigned material.  Module quizzes consist of multiple choice, true-false, and short answer questions.  Your


lowest module quiz score will be dropped.


2. Final Exam (20%) – The final examination is cumulative and will require students to apply their understanding of


the subject matter in a constructive manner.  Students can expect a mix of multiple choice and true-false


questions.


3. Module Review Exercises (10%) - Each numbered module in this course contains at least one exercise design to


increase your understanding of the assigned material.  Your lowest module review exercise score will be dropped.


4. Small Group Discussions (20%) - Each student will be assigned to a small group of 5-10 students.  In your small


groups, you'll discuss how the course material, share independent research, and tell your group what you've


learned through class-related activities. 


Course Policies


COVID-19


Workload Expectations


Missed Assignments/Make-Ups/Extra Credit


Late Work


Grading Scale


Grades of "Incomplete"


Group Work


Academic Honesty


Professionalism Policy


University Writing Center


Disability Statement


Emergency Procedures and Campus Safety


Accommodations for Active Duty Military Students


Religious Observances


https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386738
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Course Summary:
Date Details Due


Mon Aug 23, 2021


Read Gideon's Trumpet, pp. 3-11.
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365201&


include_contexts=course_1386738)


12am


Read Neubauer & Meinhold, pp. 1-15
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365176&


include_contexts=course_1386738)


12am


UCF Classes Begin! (Fall 2021)
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365211&


include_contexts=course_1386738)


12am


Syllabus Quiz (Not Weighted, Please
Complete ASAP) (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/courses/1386738/assignments/7174773)


due by 11:59pm


Fri Aug 27, 2021


Drop/Swap Deadline
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365184&


include_contexts=course_1386738)


12am


Evidence of Academic Engagement Quiz
(Not Weighted, Please Complete ASAP)
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386738


/assignments/7174757)


due by 5pm


Sat Aug 28, 2021
Add Deadline (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365195&


include_contexts=course_1386738)


12am


Sun Aug 29, 2021


Discussion: Meet Your Small Group
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386738


/assignments/7174778)


due by 11:59pm


Law, Courts & Politics Module Quiz
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386738


/assignments/7174766)


due by 11:59pm


Law, Courts, and Politics Hangman
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386738


/assignments/7174791)


due by 11:59pm


+


+


+


Copyright


Third-Party Software and FERPA


Financial Aid Requirement


START HERE MODULE


https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386738
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Date Details Due


Mon Aug 30, 2021


Read Gideon's Trumpet, pp. 12-30.
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365172&


include_contexts=course_1386738)


12am


Read Neubauer & Meinhold, pp. 16-45
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365173&


include_contexts=course_1386738)


12am


Reminder: Small Group Discussion
Replies Due (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365196&


include_contexts=course_1386738)


12am


Sun Sep 5, 2021


Law and Legal Systems Module Quiz
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386738


/assignments/7174770)


due by 11:59pm


Law and Legal Systems Vocab Word
Search (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1386738/assignments/7174790)


due by 11:59pm


Mon Sep 6, 2021


Read Gideon's Trumpet, pp. 31-46.
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365174&


include_contexts=course_1386738)


12am


Read Neubauer & Meinhold, pp. 46-79
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365179&


include_contexts=course_1386738)


12am


Sun Sep 12, 2021


Discussion: A Courthouse Near You
(Requires You to Visit a Courthouse)
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386738


/assignments/7174779)


due by 11:59pm


Federal Courts Crossword
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386738


/assignments/7174787)


due by 11:59pm


Federal Courts Module Quiz
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386738


/assignments/7174764)


due by 11:59pm


Mon Sep 13, 2021


Read Gideon's Trumpet, pp. 47-58.
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365189&


include_contexts=course_1386738)


12am


Read Neubauer & Meinhold, pp. 80-112
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365180&


include_contexts=course_1386738)


12am


Reminder: Small Group Discussion
Replies Due (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365215&


12am


https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386738
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Date Details Due


include_contexts=course_1386738)


Sun Sep 19, 2021


State Courts Jeopardy Game
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386738


/assignments/7174794)


due by 11:59pm


State Courts Module Quiz
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386738


/assignments/7174762)


due by 11:59pm


Mon Sep 20, 2021


Read Gideon's Trumpet, pp. 59-81.
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365190&


include_contexts=course_1386738)


12am


Read Neubauer & Meinhold, pp. 113-148
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365193&


include_contexts=course_1386738)


12am


Sun Sep 26, 2021


Discussion: Costs and Benefits of
Attending Law School
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386738


/assignments/7174780)


due by 11:59pm


Lawyers and Legal Representation
Crossword Puzzle (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/courses/1386738/assignments/7174792)


due by 11:59pm


Lawyers and Legal Representation Module
Quiz (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386738


/assignments/7174774)


due by 11:59pm


Mon Sep 27, 2021


Read Gideon's Trumpet, pp. 82-99.
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365197&


include_contexts=course_1386738)


12am


Read Neubauer & Meinhold, pp. 149-185
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365214&


include_contexts=course_1386738)


12am


Reminder: Small Group Discussion
Replies Due (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365206&


include_contexts=course_1386738)


12am


Sun Oct 3, 2021


Judges Hangman Game
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386738


/assignments/7174789)


due by 11:59pm


Judges Module Quiz
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386738


/assignments/7174763)


due by 11:59pm


Mon Oct 4, 2021
Read Gideon's Trumpet, pp. 100-106


(https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365177&


12am


https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386738
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Date Details Due


include_contexts=course_1386738)


Read Neubauer & Meinhold, pp. 186-211
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365175&


include_contexts=course_1386738)


12am


Sun Oct 10, 2021


Discussion: Practicing Law (Requires You
to Interview an Attorney)
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386738


/assignments/7174777)


due by 11:59pm


Mobilizing the Law Jeopardy Game
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386738


/assignments/7174793)


due by 11:59pm


Mobilizing the Law Module Quiz
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386738


/assignments/7174765)


due by 11:59pm


Mon Oct 11, 2021


Read Gideon's Trumpet, pp. 107-122.
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365194&


include_contexts=course_1386738)


12am


Read Neubauer & Meinhold, pp. 212-241
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365191&


include_contexts=course_1386738)


12am


Reminder: Small Group Discussion
Replies Due (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365185&


include_contexts=course_1386738)


12am


Sun Oct 17, 2021


Criminal Justice: Preliminary Stages
Module Quiz (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1386738/assignments/7174768)


due by 11:59pm


Criminal Justice: Preliminary Stages
Sequencer (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1386738/assignments/7174785)


due by 11:59pm


Mon Oct 18, 2021


Read Gideon's Trumpet, pp. 123-145.
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365198&


include_contexts=course_1386738)


12am


Read Neubauer & Meinhold, pp. 242-280
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365186&


include_contexts=course_1386738)


12am


Sun Oct 24, 2021


Criminal Justice Word Search
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386738


/assignments/7174786)


due by 11:59pm


Criminal Justice: Bargaining and
Sentencing Module Quiz


due by 11:59pm


https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386738
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Date Details Due


(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386738


/assignments/7174772)


Discussion: High Profile Criminal Trials in
the News (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1386738/assignments/7174781)


due by 11:59pm


Mon Oct 25, 2021


Read Gideon's Trumpet, pp. 146-168.
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365203&


include_contexts=course_1386738)


12am


Read Neubauer & Meinhold, pp. 281-314
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365199&


include_contexts=course_1386738)


12am


Reminder: Small Group Discussion
Replies Due (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365183&


include_contexts=course_1386738)


12am


Fri Oct 29, 2021


UCF Withdrawal Deadline (Fall 2021)
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365205&


include_contexts=course_1386738)


12am


Sun Oct 31, 2021


Civil Litigation: Disputing Pyramid
Sequencer (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1386738/assignments/7174784)


due by 11:59pm


Civil Litigation: How Cases Begin Module
Quiz (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386738


/assignments/7174760)


due by 11:59pm


Mon Nov 1, 2021


Read Gideon's Trumpet, pp. 169-190.
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365207&


include_contexts=course_1386738)


12am


Read Neubauer & Meinhold, pp. 315-342
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365188&


include_contexts=course_1386738)


12am


Sun Nov 7, 2021


Civil Litigation Crossword Puzzle
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386738


/assignments/7174783)


due by 11:59pm


Civil Litigation: How Cases End Module
Quiz (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386738


/assignments/7174758)


due by 11:59pm


Discussion: High Stakes Civil Litigation in
the News (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1386738/assignments/7174782)


due by 11:59pm


Mon Nov 8, 2021 Reminder: Small Group Discussion
Replies Due (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


12am


https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386738
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Date Details Due


/calendar?event_id=2365213&


include_contexts=course_1386738)


Read Gideon's Trumpet, pp. 191-201.
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365182&


include_contexts=course_1386738)


11pm


Read Neubauer & Meinhold, pp. 343-373
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365204&


include_contexts=course_1386738)


11pm


Sun Nov 14, 2021


Trials and Juries Module Quiz
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386738


/assignments/7174759)


due by 11:59pm


Trials and Juries Sequencer
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386738


/assignments/7174796)


due by 11:59pm


Mon Nov 15, 2021


Read Gideon's Trumpet, pp. 202-217.
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365187&


include_contexts=course_1386738)


12am


Read Neubauer & Meinhold, pp. 374-405
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365209&


include_contexts=course_1386738)


12am


Sun Nov 21, 2021


Discussion: Florida Appeals Court
Opinion on a Statute of Limitations
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386738


/assignments/7174776)


due by 11:59pm


The Appellate Process Hangman Game
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386738


/assignments/7174795)


due by 11:59pm


The Appellate Process Module Quiz
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386738


/assignments/7174769)


due by 11:59pm


Mon Nov 22, 2021


Read Gideon's Trumpet, pp. 218-233.
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365208&


include_contexts=course_1386738)


12am


Read Neubauer & Meinhold, pp. 406-435
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365210&


include_contexts=course_1386738)


12am


Reminder: Small Group Discussion
Replies Due (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365178&


include_contexts=course_1386738)


12am
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Date Details Due


Sun Nov 28, 2021


U.S. Supreme Court Agenda Setting
Crossword Puzzle (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/courses/1386738/assignments/7174797)


due by 11:59pm


U.S. Supreme Court Agenda Setting
Module Quiz (https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses


/1386738/assignments/7174761)


due by 11:59pm


Mon Nov 29, 2021


Read Gideon's Trumpet, pp. 234-250.
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365212&


include_contexts=course_1386738)


12am


Read Neubauer & Meinhold, pp. 436-473
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365202&


include_contexts=course_1386738)


12am


Sun Dec 5, 2021


Discussion: History in the Making in the
U.S. Supreme Court (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/courses/1386738/assignments/7174775)


due by 11:59pm


Identify Warren Court Justices (May
Require Web Research)
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386738


/assignments/7174788)


due by 11:59pm


U.S. Supreme Court Justices and Their
Decisions Module Quiz
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386738


/assignments/7174771)


due by 11:59pm


Mon Dec 6, 2021


Reminder: Small Group Discussion
Replies Due (https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365192&


include_contexts=course_1386738)


12am


Start studying for POS 4284 Final Exam!
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365181&


include_contexts=course_1386738)


12am


Sun Dec 12, 2021
POS 4284 Final Exam, Summer 2021


(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1386738


/assignments/7174767)


due by 11:59pm


Wed Dec 15, 2021


Grades Due to UCF by noon (Fall 2021)
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu


/calendar?event_id=2365200&


include_contexts=course_1386738)


12am
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Syllabus 


State Government and Public Policy 


POS 3122 0W60 


Fall 2021 
 


Additional Information from Official Schedule of Classes 
 


Credit Hours: 3 (3, 0) 


 


Prerequisites: POS 2041 or C.I. 


 


Class Meeting Days and Time: Aug 23 to Dec 11 2021, with the course website normally 


available 24 hours a day. 


 


Class Location: The course website can be found at www.webcourses.ucf.edu.  


 


Modality: This is a “W” course that is done completely online with no face-to-face meetings. 


 


Contact Information 
 


Instructor: Dr. Aubrey Jewett aubrey.jewett@ucf.edu 


 


Office: Howard Phillips Hall (HPH) 302 E 


 


Office Hours: Online by e-mail or via Zoom T & R from 9 to 11 am (to set up a Zoom 


conference please email me and I will send you a link) 


 


Phone: Political Science Main Office 407-823-2608; Direct Office Line 407-823-6030 


 


Graduate Teaching Assistant / E-mail: Gus Larmin t.augustine.larmin@ucf.edu  


 


Public Description of Course 
 


Information Published in the UCF Undergraduate Catalog: A comparative study of 


American state governments, political processes, and public policies, with emphasis on Florida. 


 


Course Scope and Purpose: State Government and Public Policy examines politics and policy 


in the American states with a special focus on comparing Florida with other states. We look at 


the demographic and economic environment of the states as well as state constitutions and the 


role of states in the federal system. We study participation in state and local politics, the role of 


political parties and the conduct of state and local elections. We explore state institutions 


including the legislature, executive branch, bureaucracy, and courts. We investigate the structure, 


function, governance and challenges facing local government in the US. We analyze and 


evaluate state and local policy including criminal justice, land use, economic development, 
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transportation, growth management, environment, civil rights, education, health, welfare and 


taxation. 


 


Course Goals (Student Learning Outcomes) 
 


Students who successfully complete State Government and Public Policy should be able to: 


1. Demonstrate knowledge of basic facts, definitions and concepts related to the political 


foundations, institutions, and processes of state and local government. 


2. Engage in the comparative analytical approach: examine political institutions and behaviors 


across states and localities in order to identify and explain similarities and differences. 


3. Evaluate the role of state and local government in managing conflict over what values should 


be implemented as public policy in a variety of areas. 


4. Explain how and why politics and policy in Florida operate as they do in contrast to other 


states. 


5. Explore how diversity impacts state and local politics and policy focusing on contemporary 


minority American culture as defined by race, ethnicity, gender, social and economic class, age, 


sexual orientation, gender identity, and physical ability. 


6. Find, summarize, analyze, and express thoughtful opinions about current state and local 


politics and policy. 


7. Discuss state and local political and policy issues in a professional academic manner and show 


respect for other people who may hold different views. 


Course Materials/Required Texts 
 


1. Thomas R. Dye and Susan A. MacManus, Politics in States and Communities, 15th ed. Upper 


Saddle River, NJ: Pearson, 2015. (D&M) ISBN-13: 9780205994724 


2. Bruce Stinebrickner, ed. Annual Editions: State and Local Government, 16th ed. New York: 


McGraw Hill. 2015. (SLG) ISBN-13: 9781259175442  


You can purchase the books from many locations including Barnes and Noble (the campus 


bookstore), Amazon, Chegg and many other college booksellers. You may also purchase directly 


from Pearson and McGraw Hill (the publishers). The books are available for sale or rent and as 


new and used editions.  


Assessment, Grading Procedures, Expectations and Support 
 


Assignments and Grading Weights: 







8 Modules – 100% of your total grade. Each module consists of 2 graded activities: Chapter Quiz 


and Compare, Contrast, Update & Discuss. Each module will usually cover 2 chapters from the 


Dye and MacManus text (the last module has 3 chapters) and 6-7 articles from the SLG reader. 


Chapter Quiz – 40% of total grade. Each quiz will usually have 50 questions covering material 


from Dye and MacManus and from the SLG articles. You will normally have 90 minutes to take 


the quiz. You may take the quiz a second time to improve your score. The questions are drawn 


from a larger quiz bank I have constructed so while a few questions may be the same on a 2nd 


attempt, most will be different. You should read the chapters and articles and study before 


starting the quiz as you will not have time to look up every answer. All 8 quizzes count towards 


your final grade. 


Compare, Contrast, Update & Discuss – 60% of total grade. Compare, Contrast, Update & 


Discuss will include several steps. First you will compare and contrast state or local governments 


by looking up information online and writing a 900-1200 word essay. Next you will update 


information from the readings by looking up and writing a 350-500 word current event. You will 


then put your compare and contrast and your current event into one MS Word document and 


copy paste it into the appropriate discussion as a single post.  


Finally you must engage in discussion with your fellow classmates by responding to their 


compare, contrast and update postings. The discussion will require a minimum of three postings 


each week: the initial posting of your paper and then at least two postings responding to your 


fellow students. Discussion with your classmates should be academic, focus on the assigned 


topics, and highlight what you are learning about the material, your views on the issues, and why 


you believe the way you do. It is perfectly fine (and expected) to disagree about political/policy 


positions but DO NOT personally attack your classmates (learn to disagree without being 


disagreeable). Remember this is a graded college level discussion and not a series of anonymous 


posts on the internet! Highest grades go to students who exceed my expectations for quantity and 


quality of their papers and their discussion with classmates. Two additional postings is the 


minimum to get a C on that part of the assignment. You will need a total of 8 or more (depending 


on quality and length) additional postings to get the highest possible score on discussing with 


classmates. 


 To grade Compare, Contrast, Update & Discuss I have developed a simple rubric 


(scoring guideline). Each compare, contrast, update and discuss is worth up to 100 points: 50 


points are possible for comparing and contrasting, 30 points for the current event, and 20 points 


for discussing things with your classmates.  


Grades and Grading Scale: Students can view grades in Mygrades. I use a ten-point grading 


scale. 


  


100-90 A (Outstanding, superior work) 


89-80 B (Excellent, above average work) 


79-70 C (Good, average work) 


69-60 D (Below average or incomplete work) 


59-0 F (Poor work or missed assignment) 







 


Missed Quizzes, Missed or Late Assignments and Make-Up Policy:  


 


• Make-up Assignments for Authorized University Events or Co-curricular Activities – 


Students who miss exams/assignments because they are representing UCF in authorized 


events or activities will be offered reasonable opportunity to complete the work with no 


penalty applied. It is the student’s responsibility to provide the instructor with a copy of 


the Program Verification Form (which lists the names of students participating in the 


authorized event or activity) prior to the class in which the absence occurs.  


 


• Religious Observances – A student who desires to observe a religious holy day of his or 


her religious faith must notify all of his/her instructors at the beginning of the term to be 


excused from classes to observe the religious holy day. The student is responsible for any 


material covered during the excused absence, but will be permitted a reasonable amount 


of time to complete any work missed. 


 


• Quizzes – I do not drop any quiz grades and quizzes automatically lock at the due date 


and time. Under normal circumstance I will not reopen the quiz. If you miss a quiz and 


want a chance to make up the quiz email me as soon as possible (normally within 24 


hours). If you have a verifiable extenuating circumstance (i.e. illness with a doctor’s note, 


accident with a police report, or death in the family with documentation) I will let you 


make up one quiz with no grade penalty. You should complete the quiz in a reasonable 


amount of time (usually within one week).  If you do not have a verifiable extenuating 


circumstance (you forgot, overslept, were too busy etc.) I may allow you one make up in 


a reasonable amount of time (usually within one week) as long as you contact me quickly 


(usually within 24 hours), take responsibility for what happened, and have been showing 


a good faith effort to complete previous work. However, I deduct ten points from the 


score in fairness to classmates who completed the quiz on time.  


 


• Compare, Contrast, Update & Discuss – I will drop your two lowest Compare, Contrast, 


Update & Discuss scores when I compute your final grade. Thus this part of your grade is 


based on your six highest scores. This will provide you a measure of protection should 


something happen that prevents you from writing a paper (computer glitch, illness, 


vacation etc.) or should you do poorly on a paper and want to improve. Because I drop 


the two lowest Compare, Contrast, Update & Discuss scores, once the module closes you 


will not be able to post a late paper or post further comments in the discussion. If you 


have an extraordinary situation which causes you to miss more than two Compare, 


Contrast, Update & Discuss you may email me with the pertinent information and I will 


make a decision based on being fair to you but also to all the other students in the class 


that are meeting the deadlines. You may post your Compare, Contrast and Update paper 


up to two days late after the initial deadline, but there will be a 10 point penalty for each 


day the initial posting is late. So 10 points off for one day late and 20 points off for two 


days late. Discussion with others is available until the module closes and will not be 


reopened.  







Workload and Deadlines: Online courses require students to be self-motivated and do work on 


a regular basis without being reminded of assignments and due dates. The average student can 


expect to put in at least 12-15 hours a module on this course if they want to do well. You will 


usually be reading 2 chapters from the main text and 6-7 articles from the reader each module. 


You can also expect that you will write 2500 words or more (counting initial postings and 


discussions with others) for each module if you want to do well. Do not wait until the last minute 


to do assignments. Computer problems and Internet connection problems will happen. They are 


not acceptable excuses for missing due dates and deadlines. Due times for graded assignments 


are usually 11:59 pm Eastern Standard Time. After that, I start assessing the late penalty on the 


initial compare, contrast and update posting. 


 


Professional Communication & Online Etiquette: I expect professional communication 


whether face to face, by email, or in online discussions. When communicating with me, please 


address me by my title (Dr. Jewett or Prof. Jewett), politely explain the purpose of your 


communication, courteously provide evidence or background information as appropriate, and 


respectfully ask your question or make your statement or request. DO NOT make demands or 


unsubstantiated claims, issue threats or accusations, or question my motives. During discussion 


DO NOT personally attack other students (or the professor) for their opinions. Political 


disagreements are normal, but be scholarly and civil, focus on the material, explain your position 


calmly and rationally, and show respect for the sincerely held beliefs of others. 


 


Questions for Professor Jewett: If you have general questions about the course or material do 


not e-mail me initially. Instead post your question in the Discussions section of the web site. 


Once in Discussions select the topic “Questions for Professor Jewett” and then click in the 


“Reply” box and type in your question and then hit “Post Reply.” I have linked my email to this 


discussion forum so it will forward to me almost immediately, but by posting the question here 


(and my answer) we will allow other students to gain more information (if you have a question, 


chances are another student also has the same question). You should review this section before 


asking your question as someone else may have already asked it. Of course if your problem is 


personal (related to your health or to your quiz or discussion grade for instance) or involves not 


being able to get on the site (and hence unable to get to Discussions) feel free to e-mail me at my 


normal e-mail address. 


 


Instructor Response Time: Under normal circumstance I will respond to a posted question or 


an email within 24 hours. Quizzes are automatically graded and you will received immediate 


feedback on your score. I seek to provide substantive feedback in the discussion to your initial 


policy analysis within 24 hours of the due date. Once a module closes I typically have Compare, 


Contrast, Update & Discuss graded and provide suggestions to improve within 48 hours. 


 


Seeking Help from Other Students: If you would like to seek the help of fellow students go to 


Discussions and select the topic “Students Seeking Help from Students” and post your question 


as above. This can be a technical question about computer problems or a subject matter question.  


 


Students Needing Technical Support: If you need technical support with Webcourses you can 


go to https://cdl.ucf.edu/support/. Phone support is available at 407-823-0407. Email support is 


available at webcourses@ucf.edu.  
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UCF Core Syllabus Statements 
 


Academic Integrity: 


 


I expect ethical academic behavior from all my students. Students should familiarize themselves 


with UCF’s Rules of Conduct at <http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/process/roc>. According to Section 1, 


“Academic Misconduct,” students are prohibited from engaging in 


 


a) Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information 


or study aids in any academic exercise unless specifically authorized by the instructor of 


record. The unauthorized possession of examination or course-related material also 


constitutes cheating. 


b) Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral means: The 


presentation of material which has not been studied or learned, but rather was obtained 


through someone else’s efforts and used as part of an examination, course assignment, or 


project. 


c) Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to another person, 


student, and/or uploading course material to a third-party vendor without authorization or 


without the express written permission of the university and the instructor. Course 


materials include but are not limited to class notes, Instructor’s PowerPoints, course 


syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, instruction sheets, homework, study guides, handouts, etc. 


d) Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work. 


e) Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the source, 


thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s own. 


f) Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than once 


without the express written permission of the instructor. 


g) Helping another violate academic behavior standards. 


 


For more information about Academic Integrity, students may consult The Center for Academic 


Integrity <http://www.academicintegrity.org/icai/assets/FVProject.pdf>. 


 


For more information about plagiarism and misuse of sources, see “Defining and Avoiding 


Plagiarism: The WPA Statement on Best Practices” <http://wpacouncil.org/node/9>. 


 


Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating: 


 


I uphold and enforce academic standards. Students should also familiarize themselves with the 


procedures for academic misconduct in UCF’s student handbook, The Golden 


Rule  <http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/docs/goldenrule.pdf>. UCF faculty members have a 


responsibility for students’ education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to prevent 


unethical behavior and when necessary respond to academic misconduct. Penalties can include a 


failing grade in an assignment or in the course, suspension or expulsion from the university, 


and/or a “Z Designation” on a student’s official transcript indicating academic dishonesty, where 
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the final grade for this course will be preceded by the letter Z. For more information about the Z 


Designation, see <http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade>.  


 


Course Accessibility: 


 


The University of Central Florida and I are committed to providing access and inclusion for all 


persons with disabilities. Students with disabilities who need disability-related access in this 


course should contact the professor as soon as possible. Students should also connect with 


Student Accessibility Services (SAS) <http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/> (Ferrell Commons 


185, sas@ucf.edu, phone 407-823-2371). Through Student Accessibility Services, a Course 


Accessibility Letter may be created and sent to professors, which informs faculty of potential 


access and accommodations that might be reasonable. Determining reasonable access and 


accommodations requires consideration of the course design, course learning objectives and the 


individual academic and course barriers experienced by the student. 


 


Campus Safety Statement: 


 


Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise during class, everyone needs to work 


together. Students should be aware of their surroundings and familiar with some basic safety and 


security concepts. 


• In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance. 


• Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall near the 


door. Students should make a note of the guide’s physical location and review the online 


version at <http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html>. 


• Students should know the evacuation routes from each of their classrooms and have a 


plan for finding safety in case of an emergency. 


• If there is a medical emergency during class, students may need to access a first-aid kit or 


AED (Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those are located, see 


<http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/workplacesafety.html> (click on link from menu on left). 


• To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text 


alerts by going to <my.ucf.edu> and logging in. Click on “Student Self Service” located 


on the left side of the screen in the toolbar, scroll down to the blue “Personal 


Information” heading on the Student Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the 


information, including e-mail address, cell phone number, and cell phone provider, click 


“Apply” to save the changes, and then click “OK.” 


• Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their 


instructors outside of class. 


• To learn about how to manage an active-shooter situation on campus or elsewhere, 


consider viewing this video (<https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk>). 


 


Deployed Active Military Status:  


 


A deployed active duty military student who feels the need for a special accommodation due to 


that unique status should contact their instructor to discuss the circumstances.  


 


UCF Suggested Syllabus Statement Regarding COVID-19 
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General Statement 


I recognize and understand the difficult times we are all in. The COVID-19 pandemic impacts us 


all in many ways, including physically, mentally, emotionally, financially, academically, and 


professionally. I will work with you on challenges you may be encountering and to provide 


support to help you succeed. However, please keep in mind that I will hold you accountable, 


especially in terms of class attendance, participation, and contributions. 


 


Statement Regarding Masks in Classrooms 


UCF expects that all members of our campus community who are able to do so get vaccinated, 


and we expect all members of our campus community to wear masks indoors, in line with the 


latest CDC guidelines. Masks are required in approved clinical or health care settings. 


 


Notifications in Case of Changes to Course Modality 


If the instructor falls ill during the semester, there may be temporary changes to this course, 


including having a backup instructor take over the course or going remote for a short time. 


Please look for announcements or mail in Webcourses@UCF or Knights email for any 


temporary alterations to this course. 


 


COVID-19 and Illness Notification 


Students who believe they may have been exposed to COVID-19 or who test positive must 


contact UCF Student Health Services (407-823-2509) so proper contact tracing procedures can 


take place. Students should not come to campus if they are ill, are experiencing any symptoms of 


COVID-19 or have tested positive for COVID-19. 


Students should contact their instructor(s) as soon as possible if they miss class for any illness to 


discuss reasonable adjustments that might need to be made. When possible, students should 


contact their instructor(s) before missing class. 


 


Course Accessibility and Disability COVID-19 Supplemental Statement 


Accommodations may need to be added or adjusted should this course shift from an on-campus 


to a remote format. Students with disabilities should speak with their instructor and should 


contact sas@ucf.edu to discuss specific accommodations for this or other courses. 


Assignment Due Dates (Due Times are 11:59 pm unless otherwise noted) 


I try to follow the posted schedule. However, this outline may change during the semester due to 


unforeseen events or for pedagogical reasons. It is your responsibility to read class 


announcements and emails and keep informed. 


Pretest due by Friday 8/27 at 5:00 pm EST. 


Faculty members are required to document students' academic activity at the beginning of each 


course. In order to document that you began this course, please complete the following academic 


activity by the end of the first week of classes, or as soon as possible after adding the course, but 


no later than Friday Aug 27 5:00 pm EST. Failure to do so will result in a delay in the 


disbursement of your financial aid. 
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Go to Quizzes and click on “Pretest” and then “Take the Quiz.” You have 1 hour to take the 


pretest. Please do not study beforehand or look up answers when taking the pretest – if you do 


not know the answer then just make your best guess. I want to get an honest assessment of how 


much you know about the course material before we get started (so please do not just take 5 


minutes for the whole quiz and randomly hit answers either – actually read the questions and see 


if you know the answer). Once you answer all the questions hit “Submit Quiz.” The pretest quiz 


does not count towards your final grade. 


Module 1 State Politics, Democracy and Constitutions: Quiz due by Monday 8/30; Initial 


discussion posting due by Tuesday 8/31; additional postings due by, and module closes on, 


Thursday 9/2  


For Module 1 please read:  


D & M chapters 1 Politics in States and Communities and 2 Democracy and Constitutionalism in 


the States 


State and Local Gvt (SLG) articles 1 Federalist 17, 2 Federalist 45, 3 Nature of the American 


State, 15 The Progressive Tax Rebellion, 16 Portland Fluoride, 38 267 Years and Counting 


Labor Day Holiday Monday 9/6 PLEASE NOTE: JUST BECAUSE SOME DUE DATES 


MAY FALL OVER THE HOLIDAY DOES NOT MEAN YOU HAVE TO WAIT UNTIL 


THEN TO DO THE ASSIGNMENT! 


Module 2 Federalism and Participation in State Politics: Quiz due by Monday 9/13; Initial 


discussion posting due by Tuesday 9/14; additional postings due by, and module closes on, 


Thursday 9/16  


For Module 2 please read:  


D & M chapters 3 American Federalism and 4 Participation in State Politics  


SLG articles 6 Taking Stock, 7 The United States of America, 8 States vs Feds, 9 Devolution and 


Arrogance, 10 Voting Matters, 13 The No-Tax Pledge,  


Module 3 State Parties, Campaigns and Legislatures: Quiz due by Monday 9/27; Initial 


discussion posting due by Tuesday 9/28; additional postings due by, and module closes on, 


Thursday 9/30  


For Module 3 please read:  


D & M chapters 5 State Parties and Campaigns and 6 Legislators in State Politics 


SLG articles 11 Five Trends Shaping Redistricting, 14 States of Conservatism, 20 Ready, Set, 


PAN, 21 The Legislature as Sausage Factory, 22 What Legislatures Need Now, 23 Legislatures: 


All Over the Map, 24 Newbies, 







Module 4 State Governors and Bureaucracy: Quiz due by Monday 10/11; Initial discussion 


posting due by Tuesday 10/12; additional postings due by, and module closes on, Thursday 


10/14   


For Module 4 please read:  


D & M chapters 7 Governors and 8 Bureaucratic Politics in States and Communities 


SLG articles 27 Altered States, 28 The Last Democrat in Dixie, 29 The Badgered State, 30 


Counter Cultures, 36 The Sentient City, 49 Fixing the Rotten Corporate Barrel  


Module 5 State Courts, Criminal Justice and Civil Rights: Quiz due by Monday 10/25; 


Initial discussion posting due by Tuesday 10/26; additional postings due by, and module 


closes on, Thursday 10/28  


For Module 5 please read: 


D & M chapters 9 State Courts, Crime and Criminal Justice and 15 Politics and Civil Rights 


SLG articles 12 Caperton’s Coal, 19 Cross Examination, 33 Justice by the Numbers, 34 Under 


the Gaydar, 47 License to Kill, 48 The Conservative War on Prisons 


Withdrawal Deadline Friday 10/29 11:59 p.m. 


Module 6 Local Governance and Participation: Quiz due by Monday 11/8; Initial 


discussion posting due by Tuesday 11/9; additional postings due by, and module closes on, 


Thursday 11/11 


For Module 6 please read: 


D & M chapters 10 Governing America's Communities and 11 Participation in Community 


Politics 


SLG articles 4 The American System of Townships, 5 Local Government: Observations, 17 


Public Meetings and the Democratic Process, 25 Are City Councils Relics of the Past, 31 The 


Life of the Mayor for Life, 32 The Millennials in the Mayor’s Seat  


Veterans Day Holiday Thursday 11/11 PLEASE NOTE: JUST BECAUSE SOME DUE 


DATES MAY FALL OVER THE HOLIDAY DOES NOT MEAN YOU HAVE TO WAIT 


UNTIL THEN TO DO THE ASSIGNMENT! 


Module 7 Metropolitan Politics and Community Power: Quiz due by Monday 11/22; Initial 


discussion posting due by Tuesday 11/23; additional postings due by, and module closes on, 


Wednesday 11/24  


For Module 7 please read: 







D & M chapters 12 Metropolitics: Conflict in the Metropolis and 13 Community Power, Land 


Use and the Environment 


SLG articles 18 Embracing the Future, 35 Merger Inertia, 37 Rebel Towns, 41 The (New) Rules 


of the Road, 42 Snookered, 43 The Enticement Window, 44 The Secret Tax Explosion, 


Thanksgiving Holiday Thursday and Friday 11/25 & 11/26 


PLEASE NOTE: MODULE 7 CLOSES ON A WEDNESDAY RATHER THAN 


THURSDAY SO THAT WE CAN ALL ENJOY THE THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY. 


Module 8 State Taxation, Education, Health and Welfare: Quiz due by Monday 12/6; 


Initial discussion posting due by Tuesday 12/7; additional postings due by, and module 


closes on, Thursday 12/9 


For Module 8 please read D & M chapters 14 Taxation and Finance, 16 Education and 17 


Poverty, Welfare and Health 


SLG articles 26 Should School Boards be Expelled, 39 The ‘B’ Word, 40 Two Cheers for the 


Property Tax, 45 Raising Children, 46 One Size Doesn’t Fit All, 50 Gagging on the Ag-Gag 


Laws 


Term Ends: Saturday Dec 11 


Getting Started 


Go to the home page, go to Quizzes and click on “Pretest” and then “Take the Quiz” (as 


described above to document your participation in the course). After that, to begin the graded 


part of the course, click on Modules and then read and follow the instructions for Module 1: 


Politics in the States and Democracy and Constitutions. 
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UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL FLORIDA 
POS4971H-0201: HONORS UNDERGRADUATE THESIS II 


FALL 2021 
 


Faculty Mentor Myunghee Kim 


Department School of Politics, Security and International Affairs 


Office PH311f 


Phone 407-823-2608 


Email Myunghee.kim@ucf.edu 


 


 


Credit hours 3 


Course Description The student will work to refine her Honors in the Major Course thesis 
by refining her literature review and data analysis work in 
preparation for her thesis defense toward the end of the semester. 


Learning Outcomes • Objective One:  more fully master the relevant literature for 
her project.        
• Objective Two:  finish data analysis.   
• Objective Three:  refine elements in her written thesis draft. 
• Objective Four: learn how to summarize her proposal for an 
oral proposal defense.        


Meeting Location Online (Zoom) 


Meeting Frequency Upon the student’s request 


Requirements Final thesis, Defense 


Grade S/U 


 


Schedule 


Week Due 


Oct. 11 - Oct. 22 Thesis format 


Oct. 23 – Nov. 28 Thesis defense 


Nov. 29 Thesis approval form 


Nov. 22 – Dec. 3 Final thesis submission to UCF library 


Dec. 19 HUT exit survey 
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Campus Resources 


 
University Writing Center 
 
The University Writing Center (UWC) offers writing support to students from first-year to 
graduate in every discipline. Tutors provide help at every stage of the writing process, 
including understanding assignments, researching, drafting, revising, incorporating sources, 
and learning to proofread and edit. The UWC’s purpose is not merely to fix or edit papers, but 
to teach writing strategies that can be applied to any writing situation. Consultations are 
available for individuals and small groups. You may schedule a 45-minute appointment by 
clicking the Success Resources tab on Webcourses, calling the UWC at 407-823-2197, or 
through the UWC website, http://uwc.cah.ucf.edu. 
 
Library Resources 
 
Since conducting research requires literature searches and reviews, you are expected to know 
how to use the library's resources. If you are not familiar with using the library, please ask for 
assistance from the library's personnel, take workshops provided by the library, or visit the 
library's website (http://library.ucf.edu). 
 


University Policies 
 
Academic Integrity 
Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of Conduct at 
<http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/process/roc>. According to Section 1, “Academic Misconduct,” 
students are prohibited from engaging in 
1. Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, 
information or study aids in any academic exercise unless specifically authorized by the 
instructor of record. The unauthorized possession of examination or course-related material 
also constitutes cheating. 
2. Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral means: The 
presentation of material which has not been studied or learned, but rather was obtained 
through someone else’s efforts and used as part of an examination, course assignment, or 
project. 
3. Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to another person, 
student, and/or uploading course material to a third-party vendor without authorization or 
without the express written permission of the university and the instructor. Course materials 
include but are not limited to class notes, Instructor’s PowerPoints, course syllabi, tests, 
quizzes, labs, instruction sheets, homework, study guides, handouts, etc. 
4. Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work. 
5. Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the 
source, thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s own. 
6. Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than once 
without the express written permission of the instructor. 
7. Helping another violate academic behavior standards. 



http://uwc.cah.ucf.edu/

http://library.ucf.edu/
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For more information about Academic Integrity, consult the International Center for 
Academic Integrity <http://academicintegrity.org>. 
For more information about plagiarism and misuse of sources, see “Defining and Avoiding 
Plagiarism: The WPA Statement on Best Practices” <http://wpacouncil.org/node/9>. 
 
Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating 
Students should also familiarize themselves with the procedures for academic misconduct in 
UCF’s student handbook, The Golden Rule 
<http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/docs/goldenrule.pdf>. UCF faculty members have a 
responsibility for students’ education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to prevent 
unethical behavior and when necessary respond to academic misconduct. Penalties can 
include a failing grade in an assignment or in the course, suspension or expulsion from the 
university, and/or a “Z Designation” on a student’s official transcript indicating academic 
dishonesty, where the final grade for this course will be preceded by the letter Z. For more 
information about the Z Designation, see <http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade>. 
 
Course Accessibility Statement 
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all 
persons with disabilities. Students with disabilities who need access to course content due to 
course design limitations should contact the professor as soon as possible. Students should 
also connect with Student Accessibility Services (SAS) <http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/> (Ferrell 
Commons 185, sas@ucf.edu, phone 407-823-2371). For students connected with SAS, a 
Course Accessibility Letter may be created and sent to professors, which informs faculty of 
potential course access and accommodations that might be necessary and reasonable. 
Determining reasonable access and accommodations requires consideration of the course 
design, course learning objectives and the individual academic and course barriers 
experienced by the student. Further conversation with SAS, faculty and the student may be 
warranted to ensure an accessible course experience. 
 
Campus Safety Statement 
Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise during class, everyone needs to work 
together. Students should be aware of their surroundings and familiar with some basic safety 
and security concepts. 
• In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance. 
• Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall near 
the door. Students should make a note of the guide’s physical location and review the online 
version at <http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html>. 
• Students should know the evacuation routes from each of their classrooms and have a 
plan for finding safety in case of an emergency. 
• If there is a medical emergency during class, students may need to access a first-aid kit 
or AED (Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those are located, see 
<http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/AEDlocations-UCF> (click on link from menu on left). 
• To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text 
alerts by going to <https://my.ucf.edu> and logging in. Click on “Student Self Service” 
located on the left side of the screen in the toolbar, scroll down to the blue “Personal 
Information” heading on the Student Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the 
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information, including e-mail address, cell phone number, and cell phone provider, click 
“Apply” to save the changes, and then click “OK.” 
• Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their 
instructors outside of class. 
• To learn about how to manage an active-shooter situation on campus or elsewhere, 
consider viewing this video (<https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk>). 
 
Campus Safety Statement for Students in Online-Only Courses 
Though most emergency situations are primarily relevant to courses that meet in person, such 
incidents can also impact online students, either when they are on or near campus to 
participate in other courses or activities or when their course work is affected by off-campus 
emergencies. The following policies apply to courses in online modalities. 
• To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text 
alerts by going to <https://my.ucf.edu> and logging in. Click on “Student Self Service” 
located on the left side of the screen in the toolbar, scroll down to the blue “Personal 
Information” heading on the Student Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the 
information, including e-mail address, cell phone number, and cell phone provider, click 
“Apply” to save the changes, and then click “OK.” 
• Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their 
instructors outside of class. 
 
Deployed Active Duty Military Students 
Students who are deployed active duty military and/or National Guard personnel and require 
accommodation should contact their instructors as soon as possible after the semester begins 
and/or after they receive notification of deployment to make related arrangements. 
Make-Up Assignments for Authorized University Events or Co-curricular Activities  
Students who represent the university in an authorized event or activity (for example, student-
athletes) and who are unable to meet a course deadline due to a conflict with that event must 
provide the instructor with documentation in advance to arrange a make-up. No penalty will 
be applied. For more information, see the UCF policy at <http://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-
401.2MakeUpAssignmentsorAuthUnivEventsorCocurricularActivities.pdf> 
 
Religious Observances 
Students must notify their instructor in advance if they intend to miss class for a religious 
observance. For more information, see the UCF policy at <http://regulations.ucf.edu/chapter5/ 
documents/5.020ReligiousObservancesFINALJan19.pdf>. 
 
Make-Up Assignments for Authorized University Events or Co-curricular Activities 


Students who represent the university in an authorized event or activity (for example, student-
athletes) and who are unable to meet a course deadline due to a conflict with that event must 
provide the instructor with documentation in advance to arrange a make-up. No penalty will be 
applied. For more information, see the UCF policy at <https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-
401.pdf> 


 



https://fctl.ucf.edu/teaching-resources/course-design/syllabus-statements/
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Regarding COVID-19 


To protect members of our community, everyone is required to wear a facial covering inside all 
common spaces including classrooms 
(https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/PolicyEmergencyCOVIDReturnPolicy.pdf). Students who 
choose not to wear facial coverings will be asked to leave the classroom by the instructor. If they 
refuse to leave the classroom or put on a facial covering, they may be considered disruptive 
(please see the Golden Rule for student behavior expectations). Faculty have the right to cancel 
class if the safety and well-being of class members are in jeopardy. Students will be responsible 
for the material that would have been covered in class as provided by the instructor.    


Depending on the course of the pandemic during the semester, the university may make changes 
to the way classes are offered. If that happens, please look for announcements or messages in 
Webcourses@UCF or Knights email about changes specific to this course. 


COVID-19 and Illness Notification – Students who believe they may have a COVID-19 
diagnosis should contact UCF Student Health Services (407-823-2509) so proper contact tracing 
procedures can take place. 


Students should not come to campus if they are ill, are experiencing any symptoms of COVID-
19, have tested positive for COVID, or if anyone living in their residence has tested positive or is 
sick with COVID-19 symptoms. CDC guidance for COVID-19 symptoms is located here: 
(https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html) 


Students should contact their instructor(s) as soon as possible if they miss class for any illness 
reason to discuss reasonable adjustments that might need to be made. When possible, students 
should contact their instructor(s) before missing class. 


In Case of Faculty Illness – If the instructor falls ill during the semester, there may be changes 
to this course, including having a backup instructor take over the course. Please look for 
announcements or mail in Webcourses@UCF or Knights email for any alterations to this course. 


Course Accessibility and Disability COVID-19 Supplemental Statement – Accommodations 
may need to be added or adjusted should this course shift from an on-campus to a remote format. 
Students with disabilities should speak with their instructor and should contact sas@ucf.edu to 
discuss specific accommodations for this or other courses. 
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Syllabus  


POS 3424: Congress and the Legislative Process  


Fall 2021 


Instructor Contact 


Instructor Nathan Ilderton 


Office 305A Howard Philips Hall 


Office Hours 


1:00pm-4:00pm Monday; 10:00am-1:00pm Wednesday 


During office hours I will be available in the course chat 


room. Face to face walk-ins in my office are welcome 


during these times. No appointment necessary during 


office hours. Zoom meetings are available upon request. 


Phone 407-823-2608 


E-mail 


Please contact me via the email function within 


webcourses for all class related emails. Click my profile 


under people and select send message.  If webcourses is 


down you can reach me via my University email: 


Nathan.Ilderton@ucf.edu. 


  


Course Information 


Course Name Congress and the Legislative Process 


Course ID & Section POS 3424 Section W60 


Credit Hours 3 


Semester/Year Fall 2021 


Location Online 


  


Course Description 


This course is an examination of the politics of the United States Congress. During the semester we will examine 


the election of members of Congress, the legislative process, and the place of Congress in the broader context of 


the American government and democracy. This will mean exploring the rules, norms, individuals, and historical 


events that have shaped the Congress. We will also discuss the development of the modern Congress and where 


it is heading in future. 



mailto:Nathan.Ilderton@ucf.edu?subject=POS3424





Prerequisite: POS 2041 or consent of the instructor. 


Course Objectives 


This course will equip you not only to describe how Congress operates, but analyze why it operates in the 


manner it does. Students will become familiar with the theories posited by political scientists to explain 


congressional process and evaluate the rigor of these theories. At the end of the course, students will be better 


able to understand and analyze political outcomes within Congress and in the American political system in 


general. 


Required Text 


• Roger H. Davidson, Walter J. Oleszek, Francis E. Lee, and Eric Schickler. Congress and Its Members, 17th 


edition (Sage/CQ Press) 


Course Requirements 


The course is divided into three, four-week segments. During these periods, five modules will be available. You 


will be required in each period to complete four quizzes, participate in one discussion, and complete one writing 


assignment. These assignments will be due the fourth week of each period. During the week following each 


section an exam will open for you to complete. The third section of the course will be five weeks. Modules will 


open on the Monday of the first week. Assignments must be completed by 11:59pm the Sunday after the week 


they are due.  


Missed Assignments/Make-Ups/Extra Credit 


I will not allow missed assignments to be made up without a documented university excused absence. If you 


know ahead of time that you will be unable to complete a module on time please inform me prior to the closing 


time. If you cannot inform me ahead of time, please inform me within one business day of the closing of the 


module either via phone or email. Date and time of makeup modules will be determined by the instructor on a 


case by case basis. I reserve the right to change the format and questions of makeup modules at my discretion. 


Evaluation and Grading 


Each module will consist of reading and lecture materials you will be required to read or watch. Four of five 


modules in each segment of the class has a quiz associated with it. Quizzes consist of true/false and multiple 


choice questions. True/false and multiple choice questions will be worth one point each. Your quiz grade will be 


computed by dividing the total points earned during the semester by the total points available. Quizzes are 


listed under the quizzes tab on the course menu. Quizzes are due the Sunday of the second week of each 


segment. 


Each two week segment of the class will include one discussion question in which you will be asked to interact 


with your classmates. Each discussion contribution will be graded on a 10 point scale based on the accuracy of 


the answer to the question posed and the quality of the interaction with fellow students. These are listed under 


the discussions tab of the course menu. Discussions are due the Sunday of the second week of each segment. 


Each two week segment of the class will include a 500 word writing assignment. These will be assignments that 


require you to find or examine materials related to Congress on the web and respond to them. These 


assignments will be graded on a 100 point scale. These will be listed under the assignments tab on the course 







menu. These assignments substitute for quizzes in Modules 4, 8, and 11, and will be due after the second week 


of each segment. 


During the week following each segment of the class, an exam will be available which you are required to 


complete. Exams consist of five short answer questions from the material covered in the segment. The second 


and third exams are not cumulative. Exam questions should be answered in one or two paragraphs each. 


Answers should be original (i.e. not cut and pasted from course modules or the text).  Exams will open at 


midnight on the Monday of the week after each segment and close on the following Sunday at 11:59 pm (see 


course schedule). Due to the semester ending on a Saturday (December 11), the third exam will open a day early 


(December 5th) to give you the full seven days to complete it. Exams will be listed under the quizzes tab. 


Once you begin a quiz, discussion, or writing assignment there is no time limit for it to be completed. There is a 


60 minute time limit for the completion of exams. Also, be aware that you only get one attempt to complete a 


quiz or exam, i.e. once you start a quiz or exam you must complete it. 


Assignments will be weighted in the following manner for calculating the final grade. 


Assignment Percentage of Grade 


Quizzes 20 


Writing Assignments 10 


Discussions 10 


Exam 1 20 


Exam 2 20 


Exam 3 20 


Total 100 


  


Final grades will be awarded according to the following scale. 


Letter Grade Points 


A 93.5 - 100 


A- 89.5 - 93.4 


B+ 86.5 - 89.4 


B 83.5 - 86.4 


B- 79.5 - 83.4 







C+ 76.5 - 79.4 


C 73.5 - 76.4 


C- 69.5 - 73.4 


D+ 66.5 - 69.4 


D 63.5 - 66.4 


D- 59.5 - 63.4 


F 59.4 or below 


  


Final grades are just that, final. I will not reconsider them except in a case where I made a computational error in 


calculating them (I have taught for many years and have yet to miscalculate a final grade). Please do not email 


or call me asking for a grade change for another reason (including requesting extra credit), it will not happen. 


Student Engagement and Financial Aid 


All faculty are required to document students’ academic activity at the beginning of each course. In order to 


document that you began this course, please complete the syllabus quiz by the end of the first week of classes 


or as soon as possible after adding the course. Failure to do so may result in a delay in the disbursement of your 


financial aid. 


The syllabus quiz is a five question multiple choice quiz and can be found under the "Quizzes" tab. The only 


purpose of the syllabus quiz is to satisfy the financial aid requirement for this class. It will not be included in the 


calculation of your final grade. 


UCF Creed 


Integrity, scholarship, community, creativity, and excellence are the core values that guide our conduct, 


performance, and decisions. 


Integrity 


I will practice and defend academic and personal honesty. 


Scholarship 


I will cherish and honor learning as a fundamental purpose of my membership in the UCF community. 


Community 


I will promote an open and supportive campus environment by respecting the rights and contributions of every 


individual. 


Creativity 


I will use my talents to enrich the human experience. 


Excellence 


I will strive toward the highest standards of performance in any endeavor I undertake. 



https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1385476/quizzes/2152456





Academic Integrity 


 Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of Conduct at <https://scai.sdes.ucf.edu/student-rules-


of-conduct/Links to an external site.>. According to Section 1, “Academic Misconduct,” students are prohibited 


from engaging in 


1. Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information or study aids 


in any academic exercise unless specifically authorized by the instructor of record. The unauthorized 


possession of examination or course-related material also constitutes cheating. 


2. Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral means: The presentation of 


material which has not been studied or learned, but rather was obtained through someone else’s efforts 


and used as part of an examination, course assignment, or project. 


3. Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to another person, student, and/or 


uploading course material to a third-party vendor without authorization or without the express written 


permission of the university and the instructor. Course materials include but are not limited to class 


notes, Instructor’s PowerPoints, course syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, instruction sheets, homework, study 


guides, handouts, etc. 


4. Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work. 


5. Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the source, thereby 


attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s own. 


6. Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than once without the 


express written permission of the instructor. 


7. Helping another violate academic behavior standards. 


8. Soliciting assistance with academic coursework and/or degree requirements. 


Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating 


Students should also familiarize themselves with the procedures for academic misconduct in UCF’s student 


handbook, The Golden Rule <https://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/Links to an external site.>. UCF faculty members 


have a responsibility for students’ education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to prevent unethical 


behavior and respond to academic misconduct when necessary. Penalties for violating rules, policies, and 


instructions within this course can range from a zero on the exercise to an “F” letter grade in the course. In 


addition, an Academic Misconduct report could be filed with the Office of Student Conduct, which could lead to 


disciplinary warning, disciplinary probation, or deferred suspension or separation from the University through 


suspension, dismissal, or expulsion with the addition of a “Z” designation on one’s transcript. 


Being found in violation of academic conduct standards could result in a student having to disclose such 


behavior on a graduate school application, being removed from a leadership position within a student 


organization, the recipient of scholarships, participation in University activities such as study abroad, 


internships, etc. 


Let’s avoid all of this by demonstrating values of honesty, trust, and integrity. No grade is worth compromising 


your integrity and moving your moral compass. Stay true to doing the right thing: take the zero, not a shortcut. 



https://scai.sdes.ucf.edu/student-rules-of-conduct/
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Course Accessibility Statement 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all persons with disabilities. 


Students with disabilities who need access to course content due to course design limitations should contact the 


professor as soon as possible. Students should also connect with Student Accessibility Services (SAS) 


<http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/Links to an external site.> (Ferrell Commons 185, sas@ucf.edu, phone 407-823-2371). 


For students connected with SAS, a Course Accessibility Letter may be created and sent to professors, which 


informs faculty of potential course access and accommodations that might be necessary and reasonable. 


Determining reasonable access and accommodations requires consideration of the course design, course 


learning objectives and the individual academic and course barriers experienced by the student. Further 


conversation with SAS, faculty and the student may be warranted to ensure an accessible course experience. 


Campus Safety Statement 


Though most emergency situations are primarily relevant to courses that meet in person, such incidents can also 


impact online students, either when they are on or near campus to participate in other courses or activities or 


when their course work is affected by off-campus emergencies. The following policies apply to courses in online 


modalities. 


• To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text alerts by going to 


<https://my.ucf.eduLinks to an external site.> and logging in. Click on “Student Self Service” located on 


the left side of the screen in the toolbar, scroll down to the blue “Personal Information” heading on the 


Student Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the information, including e-mail address, cell phone 


number, and cell phone provider, click “Apply” to save the changes, and then click “OK.” 


• Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their instructors outside 


of class. 


Deployed Active Duty Military Students 


Students who are deployed active duty military and/or National Guard personnel and require accommodation 


should contact their instructors as soon as possible after the semester begins and/or after they receive 


notification of deployment to make related arrangements. 


Make-up Assignments for Authorized University Events 


Students who represent the university in an authorized event or activity (for example, student-athletes) and 


who are unable to meet a course deadline due to a conflict with that event must provide the instructor with 


documentation in advance to arrange a make-up. No penalty will be applied. For more information, see the UCF 


policy at <https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-401.pdfLinks to an external site.> 


Religious Observances 


Students must notify their instructor in advance if they intend to miss class for a religious observance. For more 


information, see the UCF policy at 


<http://regulations.ucf.edu/chapter5/documents/5.020ReligiousObservancesFINALJan19.pdfLinks to an external 


site.>. 


Unauthorized Use of Class Materials 



http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/
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There are many fraudulent websites claiming to offer study aids to students but are actually cheat sites. They 


encourage students to upload course materials, such as test questions, individual assignments, and examples of 


graded material. Such materials are the intellectual property of instructors, the university, or publishers and may 


not be distributed without prior authorization. Students who engage in such activity are in violation of academic 


conduct standards and may face penalties.  


Unauthorized Use of Class Notes 


Faculty have reported errors in class notes being sold by third parties, and the errors may be contributing to 


higher failure rates in some classes. The following is a statement appropriate for distribution to your classes or 


for inclusion on your syllabus: 


Third parties may be selling class notes from this class without my authorization. Please be aware that such class 


materials may contain errors, which could affect your performance or grade. Use these materials at your own 


risk.  


In-Class Recording Policy 


Students may, without prior notice, record video or audio of a class lecture for a class in which the student is 


enrolled for their own personal educational use.  A class lecture is defined as a formal or methodical oral 


presentation as part of a university course intended to present information or teach students about a particular 


subject. Recording classroom activities other than class lectures, including but not limited to lab sessions, 


student presentations (whether individually or part of a group), class discussion (except when incidental to and 


incorporated within a class lecture), clinical presentations such as patient history, academic exercises involving 


student participation, test or examination administrations, field trips, and private conversations is prohibited. 


Recordings may not be used as a substitute for class participation and class attendance, and may not be 


published or shared without the written consent of the faculty member. Failure to adhere to these requirements 


may constitute a violation of the University’s Student Code of Conduct as described in the Golden Rule. 


 Third-Party Software and FERPA 


During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or software applications 


sometimes called third-party software such as a blog or wiki. While some of these could be required 


assignments, you need not make any personally identifying information on a public site. Do not post or provide 


any private information about yourself or your classmates. Where appropriate you may use a pseudonym or 


nickname. Some written assignments posted publicly may require personal reflection/comments, but the 


assignments will not require you to disclose any personally identity-sensitive information. If you have any 


concerns about this, please contact your instructor. 


Campus Safety Statement 


Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise in our class, we will all need to work together. Everyone 


should be aware of the surroundings and familiar with some basic safety and security concepts. 


• In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance. 


• Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall near the door. Please 


make a note of the guide’s physical location and consider reviewing the online version at 


http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.htmlLinks to an external site..  
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• Familiarize yourself with evacuation routes from each of your classrooms and have a plan for finding 


safety in case of an emergency. (Insert class-specific details if appropriate) 


• If there is a medical emergency during class, we may need to access a first aid kit or AED (Automated 


External Defibrillator). To learn where those items are located in this building, see 


http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/AEDlocations-UCFLinks to an external site. (click on link from menu on 


left).  (insert class specific information if appropriate) 


• To stay informed about emergency situations, sign up to receive UCF text alerts by going to 


my.ucf.eduLinks to an external site. and logging in.  Click on “Student Self Service” located on the left 


side of the screen in the tool bar, scroll down to the blue “Personal Information” heading on your 


Student Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the information, including your e-mail address, cell 


phone number, and cell phone provider, click “Apply” to save the changes, and then click “OK.” 


• If you have a special need related to emergency situations, please speak with me during office hours. 


• Consider viewing this video about how to manage an active shooter situation on campus or 


elsewhere. You CAN Survive an Active Shooter (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site. 


 


Deployed Active Duty Military Students 


If you are a deployed active duty military student and feel that you may need a special accommodation due to 


that unique status, please contact your instructor to discuss your circumstances. 


COVID-19 Statement 


I recognize and understand the difficult times we are all in. The COVID-19 pandemic impacts us all in many ways, 


including physically, mentally, emotionally, financially, academically, and professionally. I will work with you on 


challenges you may be encountering and to provide support to help you succeed. However, please keep in mind 


that I will hold you accountable, especially in terms of class attendance, participation, and contributions. 


Masks in Classrooms 


UCF expects that all members of our campus community who are able to do so get vaccinated, and we expect all 


members of our campus community to wear masks indoors, in line with the latest CDC guidelines (Links to an 


external site.). Masks are required in approved clinical or health care settings. 


COVID-19 and Illness Notification 


Students who believe they may have been exposed to COVID-19 or who test positive must contact UCF Student 


Health Services (407-823-2509) so proper contact tracing procedures can take place. Students should not come 


to campus if they are ill, are experiencing any symptoms of COVID-19 or have tested positive for COVID-19. 
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Students should contact their instructor(s) as soon as possible if they miss class for any illness to discuss 


reasonable adjustments that might need to be made. When possible, students should contact their instructor(s) 


before missing class. 


In Case of Faculty Illness  


If the instructor falls ill during the semester, there may be changes to this course, including having a backup 


instructor take over the course. Please look for announcements or mail in Webcourses@UCF or Knights email 


for any alterations to this course. 


Course Accessibility and Disability COVID-19 Supplemental Statement 


Accommodations may need to be added or adjusted should this course shift from an on-campus to a remote 


format. Students with disabilities should speak with their instructor and should contact sas@ucf.edu to discuss 


specific accommodations for this or other courses. 
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Schedule 


Modules assignments and exams open at midnight on the open date and close at 11:59pm on the close date. 


Weeks Topic Readings Assignments Open Date Due Date 


Part I* 


  


Module 1: Introduction, 


Origins and Development 


of Congress 


Congress and Its 


Members Ch. 1-2 
Module 1 Quiz August 23rd September 19th 


Module 2: The Electoral 


Connection 
  


Module 2 Quiz 


Electoral Connection Discussion 
August 23rd September 19th 


Module 3: Congressional 


Elections: Context and 


Candidates 


C&M Ch. 3 Module 3 Quiz August 23rd September 19th 


Module 4: Congressional 


Elections: Campaigns 


C&M Ch. 4, pgs. 69-


85 
Campaign Ads Writing Assignment August 23rd September 19th 


Module 5: Congressional 


Elections: Voters and 


National Politics 


C&M Ch. 4, pgs. 85-


104 
Module 5 Quiz August 23rd September 19th 


  Exam 1     September 20th September 26th 


Part II 


  


Module 6: Representation 


and an Introduction to 


Lawmaking 


C&M Ch. 5 Module 6 Quiz September 27th October 24th 


Module 7: Parties C&M Ch. 6 Module 7 Quiz September 27th October 24th 


Module 8: Committees C&M Ch.7 Committees Writing Assignment September 27th October 24th 


Module 9: Rules, Norms, 


and Procedures 
C&M Ch.8 


Module 9 Quiz 


House and Senate Procedures 


Discussion 


September 27th October 24th 


Module 10: Roll Call Voting C&M Ch.9 Module 10 Quiz September 27th October 24th 


  Exam 2     October 25th October 31st 


Part III 
Module 11: Congress and 


the President 
C&M Ch. 10 


Presidential Rhetoric Writing 


Assignment 
November 1st December 5th 







  Module 12: Congress and 


the Bureaucracy 
C&M Ch. 11 Module 12 Quiz November 1st December 5th 


Module 13: Congress and 


the Judiciary 
C&M Ch. 12 Module 13 Quiz November 1st December 5th 


Module 14: Congress and 


Organized Interests 
C&M Ch. 13 


Module 14 Quiz 


Congress and Organized Interests 


Discussion 


November 1st December 5th 


Module 15: Congress and 


the Policy Process 
C&M Ch. 14, 15 Module 15 Quiz November 1st December 5th 


  Exam 3     December 5th December 11th 


 


Note: All dates and times are subject to change by Dr. Ilderton. Be informed and routinely check the Schedule 


and Class Email or Announcements for any changes or updates. 


*Syllabus quiz for financial aid purposes due by end of 1st week of class or as soon as possible after adding the 


class. 


 








Comparative Politics 
Fall 2021 


 


Course Information 
 


 


Course Name & Credit Hours 


 


Comparative Politics: 3 Credit Hours 


 


Course ID & Section 
 


CPO 3103 0W61 


 


Semester/Year & Location 
 


Fall 2021 World Wide Web 


 


Prerequisites 
 


ENC 1102 or POS 2041 


 


Corequisites 
 


None 


 


Professor Contact 
 


 


Instructor 
 


Dr. Anca Turcu 


 


Office & Office 
Hours 


 


Online via Canvas Chat Tuesdays 3:00-5:00 PM 


 
 
 


 
E-mail 


Anca.Turcu@ucf.edu 
 


You may e-mail me by using the Canvas e-mail/ message system. 
I will use that system to send out updates, important messages or 
announcements. If you e-mail me, I will do my best to get back to 
you quickly, but I may take up to 48 hours to answer. Please note 
that I answer e-mails during regular business hours. 


 


Academic and 
Content Related 
Questions 


If you have questions about the academic material or class 
content, do not hesitate to contact me! Questions, feedback or 
comments are all welcome. For non-academic (not course content 
related questions), please see below. 


 
Other Contact 


Information 


If you have questions regarding technical support or any other non- 
academic, non-course content related issues, you have to seek 
help through the technical support link on the class Home Page. 


 


GTA N/A 



mailto:Anca.Turcu@ucf.edu





Catalog Description 
Government and politics in selected nations, with emphasis upon comparative analysis 
of contemporary problems, politics, political culture, behavior, and institutions. 


 


Course Description 
This class will explore the government and politics of a number of countries around the 
Globe while providing a comparative insight into the institutions, electoral systems and 
processes that are specific to their governments. We will also examine historical 
contexts, political culture, social realities and policy outcomes specific to each country. 


 
Course Objectives and Learning Outcomes 
The course objectives and learning outcomes for Comparative Politics (CPO 3103) 
strive to meet the criteria outlined by the Department of Political Science  Academic 
Learning Compacts: https://oeas.ucf.edu/doc/cos/alc_cos_political_science_ba.pdf 
Therefore, on completing this course students will be able to: 


1.  describe and analyze differences between the institutions and 
governmental systems of different countries 


2.  discuss the implications of different electoral systems for institutional change 
3.  comprehend traits of political culture and current developments in 


different countries 
4.  analyze the impact of institutions and government policies upon 


the democratization process in each country 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 



https://oeas.ucf.edu/doc/cos/alc_cos_political_science_ba.pdf

https://oeas.ucf.edu/doc/cos/alc_cos_political_science_ba.pdf





Academic Calendar 
 


 


Week& Module 
 Topic(s)  


Readings 


Intro Week 
(8/23-30) 


Class Overview and Introduction Syllabus 


Week 1 


(8/30-9/7) 


Introduction to Comparative Politics 


 


 


 


 


 


 


D&O Chapter 1 


 


 


 


 


 


Week 2 


(9/7-13) 
The Modern State D&O Chapter 2 


Week 3 


(9/13-20) 
States, Citizens and Regimes 


 


 


D&O Chapter 3 


 


 
Week 4 


(9/20- 27) 
States and Identity D&O Chapter 4 


Week 5 


(9/27-10/4) 
Governing Institutions in Democracies 


 


 


D&O Chapter 5 


 


 Week 6 
(10/4-11) 


Institutions of Participation and 
Representation in Democracies 


D&O Chapter 6 


Week 7 


(10/11-18) 
Contentious Politics 


 


 


D&O Chapter 7 


 


 
Week 8 
(10/18-25) 


Authoritarian Institutions D&O Chapter 8 


Week 9 


(10/25-11/1) 
Regime Change 


 


 


D&O Chapter 9 


 


 Week 10 
(11/1-8) 


Political Economy of Wealth D&O Chapter 10 


Week 11 


(11/8-15) 
Political Economy of Development 


 


 


D&O Chapter 11 


 


 Week 12 
(11/15-22) 


Public Policies When Markets Fail D&O Chapter 12 


Week 13 
(11/22-29) 


Start Work on Final Paper due 12/6 None 


Week 14 
(11/29-12/6) 


Complete and Submit Final Paper by 
12/6 


None 







Required Texts 
• "Introducing Comparative Politics- Concepts and Cases in Context" by Stephen 
Orvis and Carol Ann Drogus, 5th edition, SAGE, January 2020, ISBN-13: 978-
1544374451 
 


Note: Comparative Politics texts change significantly from one edition to the next, as 
policy changes and current events reshape institutions and societies. Thus, it is 
imperative that you purchase the edition listed above. 


 
Other Materials: Documentaries and Clips 
For several modules in this class, you will be asked to watch documentaries, clips and 
other multimedia materials. Some of these clips will be available for free online via 
YouTube, PBS.org, TED Talks and other sources. For others, you might have to use a 
"Netflix" subscription. I will provide details about these video materials in each individual 
module and provide you with links or a clear indication where you can find the material. 
Not viewing these clips is not an option, since they are a central part of the class and 
quizzes and written assignments will draw on these materials quite extensively. 


Course Requirements 


Weekly Assignments Twelve weekly assignments (starting with Week 1: 8/30-9/7) will 
test your knowledge of the material from the module covered during each week. Your two 
lowest scoring weekly assignments will be dropped at the end of class, leaving you with 
ten weekly assignments scores, worth 7% of your grade each. That is, ten weekly 
assignments will make up 70% of your final grade. If you miss a weekly assignment, or 
fail to submit it on time, you will automatically be assigned a grade of 0 for that 
assignment. Assignments will be available, with the rest of the content for each module, 
on the Monday of each week and will close by the Monday evening (at 11:59 PM EST), of 
the following week. After an assignment closes, I will release grades and correct answers 
within a week and you will have one week to review your answers and let me know if you 
have questions regarding your grade. After that, assignment questions and correct 
answers will no longer be visible. Note that no weekly assignments will be due for the 
introductory week and during the time when you will be working on your final paper. 
Weekly assignments may be quizzes, short essays or discussion posts. On some weeks, 
you might be given a choice between a quiz and a written assignment or discussions. 
More details to follow in the weekly module overviews. 


Final Paper: Students will have to submit a final paper. This paper will be worth 30% of 
your final grade. The final paper will be posted on Monday, 11/22 and will be due on 
Monday, 12/06 at 11:59 PM. Note that the final assignment must be submitted through 
the Canvas online submission system. This system is designed to help me identify 
plagiarism, so make sure to take all necessary measures needed to avoid plagiarism. If 
you are not sure what constitutes plagiarism and how to avoid it, take this UCF library 
tutorial: http://infolit.ucf.edu/students/modules/#article116 Students who cheat, commit 
plagiarism or engage in any other type of dishonest academic behavior will fail the class, 
(will receive an FZ grade) and will also be subject to disciplinary proceedings. 


Please review the UCF Golden Rule: http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/ Please allow for 
plenty of time to complete each assignment, so that you avoid last minute submissions 
and the technical difficulties that sometimes accompany them. Final assignments should 







not be submitted late and will incur a 10 points penalty for every 24 hours delay post due 
date. Final assignments submitted more than 48 hours post due date will not be accepted 
and will be given a grade of 0. Note: students who request a review of final paper grading 
should be aware that I re-grade the whole paper once I receive such a request. This may 
sometimes result in a lower grade than the one previously granted. 


Due Dates 


Weekly assignments: due weekly on Monday evenings by 11:59 PM EST EXCEPT for 
the Introductory Week. Also, the assignment for Week 1 will be due 9/7 (due to the Labor 
Day holiday). Final Paper: due by 12/06 at 11:59 PM EST. 


 


Proper Quoting, Referencing and Citations for your Written 


Assignments 


For weekly written assignments and your final paper, make sure to follow these citation 
and referencing rules: 


All sources used have to be sanctioned by your professor (see prompts and module 
overview for every assignment) Do not use other sources for your answers. 


If you are copy-pasting a text from a source into the assignment, that text should be put in 
inverted commas “…”. This is called a direct quote. It should be followed by a 
parenthetical citation (page number, author, year). 


However, be mindful that most assignments in this class do not allow direct quotes and 
such quotes will not receive credit (see individual assignment prompts). Instead, you 
should paraphrase, in other words, use your own words to summarize and convey the 
same idea. This one too should be followed by a parenthetical citation (page number, 
author, year). 


So, each time you paraphrase or use a source, make sure you use in text parenthetical 
citations. These can be: (page number, author, year)—for textbooks, books, articles, 
other sources such as documentaries. For sources in the module use: for PowerPoints 
(Turcu, current year, module number, slide number); or, for module overviews (Turcu, 
current year, module overview number). 


Make sure to use this in text format to credit every source you use for your answer. Not 
giving credit, or not substantiating an answer with its rightful source may very likely result 
in a serious penalty, as it will very likely constitute plagiarism.  


All sources included in parenthetical citations throughout the text, have to be listed as 
references at the end of the assignment, in APA, MLA or Chicago referencing styles (look 
online for details on each citation style). Just choose one of the styles and stick with it. 


Turnitin.com 


In this course we will utilize turnitin.com, an automated system which instructors can use 
to quickly and easily compare each student’s assignment with billions of web sites, as 
well as an enormous database of student papers that grows with each submission. 







Accordingly, you will be expected to submit assignments through the Canvas Assignment 
Tool in electronic format. After the assignment is processed, as an instructor I receive a 
report from turnitin.com that states if and how another author’s work was used in the 
assignment. For a more detailed look at this process, visit http://www.turnitin.com. 


 


Missed Assignments/Make-Ups 


Students who represent the university in an authorized event or activity (for example, 
student-athletes) and who are unable to meet a course deadline due to a conflict with that 
event must provide the instructor with documentation in advance to arrange a make-up. 
For more information, see the UCF policy at <https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-
401.pdf> 


I will not grant extensions if you fail to submit your work due to technical difficulties. You 
are solely responsible if you fail to submit a quiz or an assignment due to technical 
difficulties, save for a major natural disaster (i.e. a hurricane). 


In the event of a hurricane, which causes power outages and evacuations, do not panic 
about your online assignments. Your safety and that of your family is your first priority. 
When power is restored, contact me and I will work with you to determine the best course 
of action. Other circumstances, which may be considered "unavoidable", include medical 
or legal emergencies. Pertinent, official documentation will be required if you plan on 
requesting to make up a quiz or assignment due to unavoidable circumstances. You have 
to submit such documentation no later than a week after the due date of the missed 
assignment has passed. Documentation submitted after that date will not be deemed 
acceptable. 


Extra Credit 


Your professor does not anticipate offering any extra credit assignments in this class. 
Should this change, you will be notified in a timely manner via Canvas e-mail. 


Evaluation and Grading  


Weekly grades will be recorded and released via Canvas. Final class grades will NOT be 
shown in Canvas. Students will need to use the scale, rules and formula below in order to 
calculate their final class grade. 


Assignment Percentage of Grade 


Weekly Assignments 70% 


Final Paper 30% 


Total 100% 



http://www.turnitin.com/

https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-401.pdf

https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-401.pdf





 


 


Grading Scale 


Letter Grade Points 


A 93 – 100 


A- 90 – 92 


B+ 87 – 89 


B 83 – 86 


B- 80 – 82 


C+ 77 – 79 


C 73 – 76 


C- 70 – 72 


D+ 67 – 69 


D 63 – 66 


D- 60 – 62 


F 59 and below 


Grading Formula  


Final class grades will not display in Canvas. Use this formula to calculate your final class 
grade! 


 (final project*.30) + [(sum of 10 highest scoring weekly assignments assignments/10) 
*.70] = final grade 


 


 







Attendance Policy 


This course is web-based, fully online and considered a "W" course. Students are 
expected to fully participate in all online activities and to complete all assignments by the 
due dates. 


Participation and a timely completion of work and assignments are both considered 
similar to attendance in a face-to-face class. Assignments that are not turned into Canvas 
before the due date, will receive 0 points. Missed quizzes cannot be retaken. 


Student Complaints and Appeals 


Procedures regarding student complaints and appeals can be found here: 
https://www.sdes.ucf.edu/student-complaints-and-appeals/ 


Deployed Active Duty Military Students 


Students who are deployed active duty military and/or National Guard personnel and 
require accommodation should contact their instructors as soon as possible after the 
semester begins and/or after they receive notification of deployment to make related 
arrangements. 


Religious Observances 


Students must notify their instructor in advance if they intend to miss class for a religious 
observance. For more information, see the UCF policy.  


Academic Honesty 


Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of Conduct: 
http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/process/roc. According to Section 1, “Academic Misconduct,” 
students are prohibited from engaging in 


1. Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, 
information or study aids in any academic exercise unless specifically authorized 
by the instructor of record. The unauthorized possession of examination or course-
related material also constitutes cheating. 


2. Communication to another through written, visual, electronic (including GroupMe 
or similar apps or chat rooms), or oral means: The presentation of material which 
has not been studied or learned, but rather was obtained through someone else’s 
efforts and used as part of an examination, course assignment, or project. 


3. Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to another 
person, student, and/or uploading course material to a third-party vendor without 
authorization or without the express written permission of the university and the 
instructor. Course materials include but are not limited to class notes, Instructor’s 
PowerPoints, course syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, instruction sheets, homework, 
study guides, handouts, etc. 


4. Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work. 



https://www.sdes.ucf.edu/student-complaints-and-appeals/

http://regulations.ucf.edu/chapter5/documents/5.020ReligiousObservancesFINALOct17.pdf

http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/process/roc

http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/process/roc





5. Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the 
source, thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the 
student’s own. 


6. Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than 
once without the express written permission of the instructor. 


7. Helping another violate academic behavior standards. For more information about 
Academic Integrity, students may consult The Center for Academic Integrity. For 
more information about plagiarism and misuse of sources, see “Defining and 
Avoiding Plagiarism: The WPA Statement on Best Practices.”  


 


Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating 
 
Students should also familiarize themselves with the procedures for academic 
misconduct in UCF’s student handbook, The Golden 
Rule <http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/docs/goldenrule.pdf>. UCF faculty members have a 
responsibility for students’ education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to 
prevent unethical behavior and respond to academic misconduct when necessary. 
Penalties for violating rules, policies, and instructions within this course can range from a 
zero on the exercise to an “F” letter grade in the course. In addition, an Academic 
Misconduct report could be filed with the Office of Student Conduct, which could lead to 
disciplinary warning, disciplinary probation, or deferred suspension or separation from the 
University through suspension, dismissal, or expulsion with the addition of a “Z” 
designation on one’s transcript. 


Being found in violation of academic conduct standards could result in a student having to 
disclose such behavior on a graduate school application, being removed from a 
leadership position within a student organization, the recipient of scholarships, 
participation in University activities such as study abroad, internships, etc. 


Let’s avoid all of this by demonstrating values of honesty, trust, and integrity. No grade is 
worth compromising your integrity and moving your moral compass. Stay true to doing 
the right thing: take the zero, not a shortcut. 


Federal Financial Aid Requirement 


UCF must comply with a federal financial aid regulation that states that in order to receive 
federal aid, students must be  


actively academically engaged (according to a federal definition) in each course in which 
they are enrolled. All faculty are required to document students' academic activity at the 
beginning of each course. Without verification of this engagement, students will not 
receive their aid. 


In order to document that you began this course, you will be required to complete a short 


quiz in Canvas, no later than the first Friday of the very first week of classes (introductory 


week). Failure to do so may result in a delay in the disbursement of students’ financial aid 


or will mean that students will not receive their aid. 


 



http://www.academicintegrity.org/icai/assets/FVProject.pdf

http://wpacouncil.org/node/9

http://wpacouncil.org/node/9

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/docs/goldenrule.pdf





Diversity and Inclusion 


One way to promote a safe and caring classroom community is to encourage each 
student’s unique voice, perspective, and presence. The following diversity statement 
gives professors language for explaining how students’ contributions will be valued: 


The University of Central Florida considers the diversity of its students, faculty, and staff 
to be a strength and critical to its educational mission. UCF expects every member of the 
university community to contribute to an inclusive and respectful culture for all in its 
classrooms, work environments, and at campus events. Dimensions of diversity can 
include sex, race, age, national origin, ethnicity, gender identity and expression, 
intellectual and physical ability, sexual orientation, income, faith and non-faith 
perspectives, socio-economic class, political ideology, education, primary language, 
family status, military experience, cognitive style, and communication style. The individual 
intersection of these experiences and characteristics must be valued in our community. 


Title IX prohibits sex discrimination, including sexual misconduct, sexual violence, sexual 
harassment, and retaliation. If you or someone you know has been harassed or 
assaulted, you can find resources available to support the victim, including confidential 
resources and information concerning reporting options 
at www.shield.ucf.edu and http://cares.sdes.ucf.edu/. 


If there are aspects of the design, instruction, and/or experiences within this course that 
result in barriers to your inclusion or accurate assessment of achievement, please notify 
the instructor as soon as possible and/or contact Student Accessibility Services. 


For more information on diversity and inclusion, Title IX, accessibility, or UCF’s complaint 
processes contact: 


• Title IX – OIE – http://oie.ucf.edu/ & askanadvocate@ucf.edu 
• Disability Accommodation – Student Accessibility Services 


– http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/ & sas@ucf.edu 
• Diversity and Inclusion Training and Events – www.diversity.ucf.edu 
• Student Bias Grievances – Just Knights response team – http://jkrt.sdes.ucf.edu/ 
• UCF Compliance and Ethics Office 


– http://compliance.ucf.edu/ & complianceandethics@ucf.edu 
• Ombuds Office – http://www.ombuds.ucf.edu 


UCF Cares: Resources for Students’ Personal Wellbeing 


During your UCF career, you may experience challenges including struggles with 
academics, finances, or your personal well-being. UCF has a multitude of resources 
available to all students. Please visit UCFCares.com if you are seeking resources and 
support, or if you are worried about a friend or classmate. Free services and information 
are included for a variety of student concerns, including but not limited to alcohol use, 
bias incidents, mental health concerns, and financial challenges. You can also e-
mail ucfcares@ucf.edu with questions or for additional assistance. You can reach a UCF 
Cares staff member between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. by calling 407-823-5607. If you are in 
immediate distress, please call Counseling and Psychological Services to speak directly 
with a counselor 24/7 at 407-823-2811, or please call 911. 



http://www.shield.ucf.edu/

http://cares.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://oie.ucf.edu/

mailto:askanadvocate@ucf.edu

http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

mailto:sas@ucf.edu

http://www.diversity.ucf.edu/

http://jkrt.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://compliance.ucf.edu/

mailto:complianceandethics@ucf.edu

http://www.ombuds.ucf.edu/

http://ucfcares.com/

mailto:ucfcares@ucf.edu





 


Student Accessibility 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all 
persons with disabilities. Students with disabilities who need disability-related access in 
this course should contact the professor as soon as possible. Students should also 
connect with Student Accessibility Services (SAS) <http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/> (Ferrell 
Commons 185, sas@ucf.edu, phone 407-823-2371). Through Student Accessibility 
Services, a Course Accessibility Letter may be created and sent to professors, which 
informs faculty of potential access and accommodations that might be reasonable. 
Determining reasonable access and accommodations requires consideration of the 
course design, course learning objectives and the individual academic and course 
barriers experienced by the student. 


Campus Safety Statement for Students in Online-Only Courses 


Though most emergency situations are primarily relevant to courses that meet in person, 
such incidents can also impact online students, either when they are on or near campus 
to participate in other courses or activities or when their course work is affected by off-
campus emergencies. The following policies apply to courses in online modalities.  


To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text 
alerts by going to ucf.edu and logging in. Click on “Student Self Service” located on the 
left side of the screen in the toolbar, scroll down to the blue “Personal Information” 
heading on the Student Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the information, 
including e-mail address, cell phone number, and cell phone provider, click “Apply” to 
save the changes, and then click “OK.” Students with special needs related to emergency 
situations should speak with their instructors outside of class. 


Viruses 


A virus can spell disaster. Your use of a reputable anti-virus program is a requirement for 
participation in this course (good ones include McAfee or Norton). 


Also, back up your files: “My hard drive crashed.” “My modem doesn’t work.” “My printer 
is out of ink.” These are today’s equivalents of “My dog ate my homework.” These events 
really do occur and they are really inconvenient when they do. However, these are not 
valid excuses for failing to get your work in on time. 


E-mail Protocols 


E-mail will be an integral part of this course. Make sure you: Check your e-mail at least 
once every 48 hours during regular business hours (more often is better). 


Be patient. Don’t expect an immediate response when you send a message. Generally, 
two business days is considered reasonable amount of time to receive a reply. Please 
note that your professor only checks and answers to e-mails during regular business 
hours. 



http://my.ucf.edu/





Include “Subject” headings: use something that is descriptive and refer to a particular 
assignment or topic. 


Be courteous and considerate. Being honest and expressing yourself freely is very 
important, but being considerate of others online is just as important as in the classroom. 


Make every effort to be clear. Online communication lacks the nonverbal cues that fill in 
much of the meaning in face-to-face communication. 


Do not use all caps. This makes the message very hard to read and is considered 
“shouting.” Check spelling, grammar, and punctuation (you may want to compose in a 
word processor, then cut and paste the message into the discussion or e-mail). 


Break up large blocks of text into paragraphs and use a space between paragraphs. 


Sign your e-mail messages. 


Never assume that your e-mail can be read by no one except yourself; others may be 
able to read or access your mail. Never send or keep anything that you would mind 
seeing on the evening news. 


Copyright 


This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, 
images, text materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use 
doctrine in order to enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, 
download or distribute these items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for this 
online classroom environment and your use only. All copyright materials are credited to 
the copyright holder. 


Technical Assistance 


For specific problems in any of the areas below or for further information go to the 
corresponding link for assistance. 


UCF Home Page will help find UCF resources. 


UCF Service Desk – You can also call the Service Desk at 407-823-5117. 


Learning Online This site provides information on study skills for distance learners, the 
library and the writing center. 


Buying a new computer or upgrading your current equipment – http://www.cstore.ucf.edu/ 


Technical Discussion Topic: If you have technical questions and/or problems, please post 
a message to the Technical Discussion Topic. I encourage members of the class who are 
technically proficient to also monitor this discussion topic and assist your classmates. 


If your equipment problems prevent you from using e-mail from home, there are many 
computer labs on campus and virtually every public library offers Internet access. 







 


Third-Party Software and FERPA 


During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or 
software applications sometimes called third-party software such as a blog or wiki. While 
some of these could be required assignments, you need not make any personally 
identifying information on a public site. Do not post or provide any private information 
about yourself or your classmates. Where appropriate you may use a pseudonym or 
nickname. Some written assignments posted publicly may require personal 
reflection/comments, but the assignments will not require you to disclose any personally 
identity-sensitive information. If you have any concerns about this, please contact your 
instructor. 


COVID-19 


Notifications in Case of Changes to Course Modality 


Depending on the course of the pandemic during the semester, the university may make 
changes to the way classes are offered. If that happens, please look for announcements 
or messages in Webcourses@UCF or Knights email about changes specific to this 
course. 


COVID-19 and Illness Notification 


Students who believe they may have a COVID-19 diagnosis should contact UCF Student 
Health Services (407-823-2509) so proper contact tracing procedures can take place. 


Students should not come to campus if they are ill, are experiencing any symptoms of 
COVID-19, have tested positive for COVID, or if anyone living in their residence has 
tested positive or is sick with COVID-19 symptoms. CDC guidance for COVID-19 
symptoms is located here: (https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-
testing/symptoms.html) 


Students should contact their instructor(s) as soon as possible if they miss class for any 
illness reason to discuss reasonable adjustments that might need to be made. When 
possible, students should contact their instructor(s) before missing class. 


In Case of Faculty Illness 


If the instructor falls ill during the semester, there may be changes to this course, 
including having a backup instructor take over the course. Please look for 
announcements or mail in Webcourses@UCF or Knights email for any alterations to this 
course. 


 


 


 



https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html





Course Accessibility and Disability COVID-19 Supplemental Statement 


Accommodations may need to be added or adjusted should this course shift from an on-
campus to a remote format. Students with disabilities should speak with their instructor 
and should contact sas@ucf.edu to discuss specific accommodations for this or other 
courses. 


Important Disclaimer 


These descriptions and timelines are subject to change at the discretion of the professor. 
I will provide notification of such changes in a timely manner. 
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Syllabus  


POS 4407, Section 0W60 


The Intelligence Community 


Fall 2021 


 


 


Professor 


Mark Schafer 


305 D Howard Phillips Hall 


407-823-3328 


mark.schafer@ucf.edu 


Office Hours: Tuesdays 1:00 to 3:00 pm; Fridays 9:00 to 11:00 am (Meetings by Zoom or phone 


only; please email to schedule) 


 


GTA  


(Contact through Webcourses) 


 


UCF Catalog Description:  The intelligence community structure in its relationship to foreign 


policy decision making, consideration of control and reliability questions, and issues of 


cooperation and coordination. 


 


Prerequisite: ENC 1102 or POS 2041. 


 


Course Overview: This course is intended to give you an overview of the intelligence 


community (“IC”), particularly in the United States. We will cover such things as the history and 


makeup of the IC, different methods and tasks associated with the IC, normative questions, and 


development of skills relevant to the IC. We will also stay closely focused on current events in 


international relations, giving us an opportunity to apply course concepts to real-world 


developments. 


 


We will use a very good textbook pertaining to these topics: Introduction to Intelligence Studies 


by Carl J. Jensen III, David H. McElreath, and Melissa Graves (second edition). My teaching 


style in this class is not to repeat material you have already covered in the assigned readings, but 


rather to enhance some of the key components, facilitate your own class discussions on the 


materials, and foster your skill development. Toward that end, staying current with the assigned 


textbook readings is essential to success in this class. 


 


You will also read another book for this class: The Ugly American, by William J. Lederer and 


Eugene Burdick. This is a work fiction written many years ago as the U.S. was becoming more 


involved in Southeast Asia. Though it is fiction, it is based on many real-world events by U.S. 


personnel in that region – and much of it is not easy to look at. In the end, it is a book about 


analysis, social awareness, cultural sensitivity, and critical thinking – all of which are extremely 


important in the IC. 


 


In order to stay current on international events, you are required to read international news stories 


available for free by way of yahoo.com, which I’ll show you in the course early in the semester. 
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Pay particular attention to international and global happenings, such as events in Iran, North 


Korea, Afghanistan, Russia, the European Union, Africa, global trade and economic issues, and 


others as they emerge. Note that you must stay current with these stories. Not only will many 


modules have an assignment pertaining to current events, but the two exams will have a number of 


current events questions on them.  You can get supplemental international news from sources 


such as the following (but remember that the yahoo.com stories are required): 
1. Listen to National Public Radio (NPR) news programs (particularly All 


Things Considered in the late afternoon and Morning Edition in the morning). 


NPR can be found on the FM dial at 90.7 and is an excellent source of interesting and in-


depth international news. 


2. Read the international news stories in major magazines such as Time, the 


Economist, or Newsweek. 


3. Watch national news on television and pay particular attention to the 


international news stories. 


 


Course Objectives and Learning Outcomes: 


 


* Learn about the history and makeup of the U.S. IC 


* Understand some of the different methods and tasks associated with the IC 


* Develop and enhance skills in terms of reading, writing, analysis, teamwork, and critical 


thinking 


 


Required readings: 


 


1. Introduction to Intelligence Studies by Carl J. Jensen III, David H. McElreath, and Melissa 


Graves (second edition).  Routledge, NY, 2018. 


 


2. The Ugly American, by William J. Lederer and Eugene Burdick. W.W. Norton & Company: 


New York, 2019. 


 


3. International stories at yahoo.com. 


 


Course Requirements:  


 


Assignment Date 
% of 


grade 


Individual Brief 9/10 10 


Group Project #1 10/8 10 


Midterm 10/15 30 


Group Project #2 11/5 10 


Required Discussions semester 10 


Final Exam 12/8 30 


 


  


  







Class Discussion 


 


Required Discussion Participation    


 


Note above that participation in class discussion is a required component of this course (10% of 


your overall grade).  For each required discussion assignment, you will need to make two entries 


to the topic: one that is an original post, and one that is a reply to another student’s original post.  


Be sure to follow the specific directions for each of these required discussion topics. 


 


Optional Discussion Participation and Bonus Grade 


 


In addition to the required participation in discussion, each module will have an optional 


discussion topic focusing on the readings and lecture notes for that module. In these optional 


discussions, you may comment on the materials, contribute additional information, ask questions 


about the material, and respond to others’ posts.  In other words, the lecture discussion topics 


should resemble open discussions in a regular classroom.   


 


Every time you participate in one of these optional discussions, you will receive bonus points (up 


to two points per post or reply (see the Discussion Grading Rubric linked on the “Start Here” 


module for the course), and a maximum of four points total for each module).  The points from 


these optional discussions will go toward a bonus that will be added to your overall grade for the 


semester, up to 5% addition to your grade.  So, for instance, if you earn an 87.5% overall for the 


semester, but you were very active in the optional lecture discussions and you earn a 4.1% 


bonus, that gets added to your overall grade, for a new total of 91.6%, and instead of getting a B, 


you would get an A.  And, because this is such a large possible bonus, please note that I do NOT 


round grades up at all.  In other words, if you get an 89.99% overall, but never participate in the 


optional discussions, then your final grade will be a B. 


 


Missed Assignments/Make-Ups 


 


Papers and assignments must be completed on time. Exams and quizzes may not be rescheduled 


or postponed. Exceptions will be allowed only under extreme, documented circumstances. 


Under such circumstances, you are required to notify me prior to the date or as soon as possible 


if prior notice is impossible. 


 


Method for Submitting Assignments 


 


Online posts or submissions as specified in instructions for each assignment 


 


  







 


 


 


Evaluation and Grading 


 


Final Percent for Course Grade 


90% - 100% A 


80% - 89.99% B 


70% - 79.99% C 


60% - 69.99% D 


Below 60% F 


 


Academic Integrity 


Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of Conduct at 
<http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/process/roc>. According to Section 1, “Academic Misconduct,” 
students are prohibited from engaging in 


1. Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, 
information or study aids in any academic exercise unless specifically authorized 
by the instructor of record. The unauthorized possession of examination or 
course-related material also constitutes cheating. 


2. Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral means: The 
presentation of material which has not been studied or learned, but rather was 
obtained through someone else’s efforts and used as part of an examination, 
course assignment, or project. 


3. Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to another 
person, student, and/or uploading course material to a third-party vendor without 
authorization or without the express written permission of the university and the 
instructor. Course materials include but are not limited to class notes, Instructor’s 
PowerPoints, course syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, instruction sheets, homework, 
study guides, handouts, etc. 


4. Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work. 
5. Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the 


source, thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the 
student’s own. 


6. Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than 
once without the express written permission of the instructor. 


7. Helping another violate academic behavior standards. 
8. Soliciting assistance with academic coursework and/or degree requirements. 


Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating 
Students should also familiarize themselves with the procedures for academic 
misconduct in UCF’s student handbook, The Golden 
Rule <http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/docs/goldenrule.pdf>. UCF faculty members have 
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a responsibility for students’ education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to 
prevent unethical behavior and respond to academic misconduct when necessary. 
Penalties for violating rules, policies, and instructions within this course can range from 
a zero on the exercise to an “F” letter grade in the course. In addition, an Academic 
Misconduct report could be filed with the Office of Student Conduct, which could lead to 
disciplinary warning, disciplinary probation, or deferred suspension or separation from 
the University through suspension, dismissal, or expulsion with the addition of a “Z” 
designation on one’s transcript. 


Being found in violation of academic conduct standards could result in a student having 
to disclose such behavior on a graduate school application, being removed from a 
leadership position within a student organization, the recipient of scholarships, 
participation in University activities such as study abroad, internships, etc. 


Let’s avoid all of this by demonstrating values of honesty, trust, and integrity. No grade 
is worth compromising your integrity and moving your moral compass. Stay true to 
doing the right thing: take the zero, not a shortcut. 


Disability Statement 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all 
persons with disabilities. Students with disabilities who need access to course content 
due to course design limitations should contact the professor as soon as possible. 
Students should also connect with Student Accessibility Services (SAS) 
<http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/> (Ferrell Commons 185, sas@ucf.edu, phone 407-823-2371). 
For students connected with SAS, a Course Accessibility Letter may be created and 
sent to professors, which informs faculty of potential course access and 
accommodations that might be necessary and reasonable. Determining reasonable 
access and accommodations requires consideration of the course design, course 
learning objectives and the individual academic and course barriers experienced by the 
student. Further conversation with SAS, faculty and the student may be warranted to 
ensure an accessible course experience. 


Third-party Notes 


Third parties may be selling class notes and other materials from this class without my 
authorization. Please be aware that such class materials may contain errors, which 
could affect your performance or grade. Use these materials at your own risk. 


Deployed Active Military Duty 


Students who are deployed active duty military and/or National Guard personnel and require 


accommodation should contact their instructors as soon as possible after the semester begins 


and/or after they receive notification of deployment to make related arrangements. 


 



http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

mailto:sas@ucf.edu





Copyright 


This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, 
images, text materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use 
doctrine in order to enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, 
download or distribute these items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for 
this online classroom environment and your use only. All copyright materials are 
credited to the copyright holder. 


Campus Safety Statement for an Online-only Course 


Though most emergency situations are primarily relevant to courses that meet in 
person, such incidents can also impact online students, either when they are on or near 
campus to participate in other courses or activities or when their course work is affected 
by off-campus emergencies. The following policies apply to courses in online modalities. 


• To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive 
UCF text alerts by going to <https://my.ucf.edu> and logging in. Click on “Student 
Self Service” located on the left side of the screen in the toolbar, scroll down to 
the blue “Personal Information” heading on the Student Center screen, click on 
“UCF Alert”, fill out the information, including e-mail address, cell phone number, 
and cell phone provider, click “Apply” to save the changes, and then click “OK.” 


• Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with 
their instructors outside of class. 


 


Make-Up Assignments for Authorized University Events or Co-
curricular Activities 


Students who represent the university in an authorized event or activity (for example, 
student-athletes) and who are unable to meet a course deadline due to a conflict with 
that event must provide the instructor with documentation in advance to arrange a 
make-up. No penalty will be applied. For more information, see the UCF policy at 
<https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-401.pdf> 


Religious Observances 


Students must notify their instructor in advance if they intend to miss class for a 
religious observance. For more information, see the UCF policy at 
https://regulations.ucf.edu/chapter5/documents/5.020ReligiousObservancesFINALJan19.pdf 
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Course Calendar 


(Note: This class is divided into 12 different modules. Content and assignments for each 


module will become available as we reach that point in the semester.) 


Module 1: August 23-29: Course introduction and overview; global geography, current events. 


-Read Chapter 1 in Intelligence Studies. 


-Read “A Note from the Authors” in The Ugly American, p.8. 


Module 2: August 30 to September 12: Critical IC skills: Writing and Briefing. 


-Read Chapter 11 in Intelligence Studies. 


-Read pages 11-42 in The Ugly American. 


**Required current events discussion due on September 8** 


**Individual “brief” due on September 10** 


Module 3 September 13-19 


: Intelligence “Collection.” 


-Read Chapter 4 in Intelligence Studies. 


-Read pages 43-76 in The Ugly American. 


**Required discussion on The Ugly American due September 17** 


Module 4: September 20-26: Psychological and structural challenges in the IC. 


-Read Chapter 5 in Intelligence Studies. 


-Read pages 77-86 in The Ugly American. 


**Required current events discussion due on September 24** 


Module 5: September 27 to October 10: Analytic methods; And putting it altogether with the 


intelligence cycle 


-Read Chapters 6 and 7 in Intelligence Studies. 


-Read pages 87-114 in The Ugly American. 







**Group project due October 8** 


Module 6: October 11-15: Midterm week. 


Read pages 115-143 in The Ugly American. 


**Required discussion on The Ugly American due October 14** 


**Midterm: October 15** 


Module 7: October 18-24: The history of the IC. 


-Read Chapter 2 in Intelligence Studies. 


-Read pages 144-173 in The Ugly American. 


**Required current events discussion due October 22** 


Module 8: October 25-31: The IC today. 


-Read Chapter 3 in Intelligence Studies. 


-Read pages 174-204 in The Ugly American. 


**Required current events discussion due October 39** 


Module 9: November 1-7: Additional activities of the IC: Counterintelligence and covert 


operations.  


-Read Chapters 8 and 9 in Intelligence Studies. 


**Group project due November 5. Live brief presented on November 6** 


Module 10: November 8-14: Legal issues in intelligence. 


-Read Chapter 10 in Intelligence Studies. 


-Read pages 205-231 in The Ugly American. 


**Required discussion on The Ugly American due November 12** 


Module 11: November 15-21: Other specialized intelligence: Military and Criminal. 


-Read Chapters 12 and 13 in Intelligence Studies. 


-Read pages 232-263 in The Ugly American. 







**Required current events discussion due November 19** 


Module 12: November 22 to December 3: Current challenges, and the future of the IC. 


-Read Chapters 14 and 15 in Intelligence Studies. 


-Read pages 264-285 in The Ugly American. 


**Required discussion on The Ugly American due December 1** 


**FINAL EXAM: Wednesday, December 8** 


 








CPO3103.0W63: Comparative Politics 
School of Politics, Security, and International Affairs 


3 Credit Hours 


Professor Information  
• Professor: Myunghee Kim  
• Office Location: Online 
• Office Hours: Online (MW 2:00-4:00pm) 
• Phone: 407-823-2608 
• Digital Contact: myunghee.kim@ucf.edu 


Teaching Assistants  


• GTA(s): Augustine Larmin 
• Email: Webcourses@UCF messaging 


Course Information 
• Term: Fall 2021 
• Course Number & Section: CPO3103-0W63 
• Course Name: Comparative Politics 
• Credit Hours: 3 
• Course Modality: W 
• Prerequisites: ENC1102 or POS2041 or CI 


  


Course Description 
Government and politics in selected nations, with emphasis upon comparative analysis of 
contemporary problems, politics, political culture, behavior, and institutions. 


  


Required Textbook 
• O’Neil, Patrick H.  Essentials of Comparative Politics.  7th Edition.  New York: W. W. 


Norton, 2021 (ISBN: 9780393532777). 


Optional Materials (Must choose one) 







• Hoover, Kenneth, and Todd Donovan.  The Elements of Social Scientific Thinking.  11th 
Edition. Boston: Wadsworth/Cengage Learning, 2013 (Ch. 2 “The Elements of Science,” 
pp. 12-39). 
http://www.wadsworthmedia.com/marketing/sample_chapters/9781133607670_ch02.pdf 


• King, Gary, Robert R. Keohane, and Sidney Verba.  Designing Social Inquiry: Scientific 
Inference in Qualitative Research.  Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1994.  Ch. 
1 “The Science in Social Science” (pp. 3-33).  Available via library website as an e-book. 
https://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctt7sfxj.4?refreqid=excelsior%3A02d054bf7cc73bbaf5389
dfc7fa0bb41&seq=1#metadata_info_tab_contents 


Student Learning Outcomes 
CPO 3103 introduces comparative politics as a subfield of political science.  This course is 
designed to develop the understandings and skills to major or minor in political science by 
examining the world’s different political systems.  Two main objectives are: Some features of 
effective student learning outcomes include: 


• understandings of fundamental concepts in major four aspects of political science – 
structural, historical-cultural, behavioral, and global aspects 


• comparisons of the major aspects of liberal democratic and non-democratic ideologies, 
political economic features of democratic and authoritarian regimes, key institutions, 
political parties, interest groups, political issues, and cleavages. 


Course Activities 
• Two assignments (5% each) 
• Ten quizzes (6% each) and one final exam (30%) 
• The student should have regular access to the internet and plan on logging into the course 


at least twice each week, or students should plan on at least five hours’ worth of 
homework outside of class each week. 


Quiz Review 
After you finish each quiz, you have one chance to see which one you answered wrong. 
Accordingly, after each quiz, make sure you review those questions. 


Make-up Exams and Assignments 
Do not miss quizzes and exams. Without instructor’s prior permission to a specific student and 
without official documents, there will be no make-up quizzes and examinations. 


Late submissions are discouraged. Assignments submitted after the due date will be penalized by 
a deduction of one letter grade, and the deduction is accumulated by each class day. No work 
will be accepted more than a week after the due date. 
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You have one submission for each assignment. Only Word (docx.) and pdf files are accepted. All 
other forms of submission will not be considered. 


Students who add this class later have a full responsibility to catch up with materials and 
announcements that they missed. 


Extra Credit 
No extra credit assignments will be permitted. 


Assessment and Grading Procedures 


Assignment Percentage of Grade 


Assignments 1  & 2 5% (each) = 10% 


Quizzes 1-10 6% (each) = 60% 


Final exam 30% 


Total 100% 


  


Letter Grade Points 
A 90-100 
B 80-89 
C 70-79 
D 60-69 
F 59 or below 


  


Course Schedule 
The success of online courses depends on your discipline. You need to follow this schedule your 
own: You have to follow the reading schedule, quiz, and assignment. If you have any question, 
contact me ahead. Do NOT wait until the last minute. 







Topic Assignments Open Close 


Getting started 
Two truths and one lie 
introduction (financial 
aid requirement) 


Aug. 23, 8am 
  


Aug. 27, 11:59pm 
Module 1: Introduction Quiz 1 Sept 1, 8am Sept 1, 11:59pm 
Module 2: States Quiz 2 Sept.10, 8am Sept. 10, 11:59pm 
Module 3: Nations and 
Society Quiz 3 Sept. 22, 8am Sept. 22, 11:59pm 


Assignment 1 Writing research 
proposal Sept. 11, 8am 


Due: Sept. 24, 11:59pm 


Close: Oct. 1, 11:59pm 
Module 4: Political 
Economy Quiz 4 Oct. 1, 8am Oct. 1, 11:59pm 


Module 5: Democratic 
Regime Quiz 5 Oct. 13, 8am Oct. 13, 11:59pm 


Module 6: Nondemocratic 
Regime Quiz 6 Oct. 22, 8am Oct. 22, 11:59pm 


Module 7: Political 
Violence Quiz 7 Nov. 3, 8am Nov. 3, 11:59pm 


Assignment 2 Personal statement Oct. 14, 8am 
Due: Nov. 5, 11:59pm 


Close: Nov. 12, 11:59pm 
Module 8: Communism and 
Postcommunism Quiz 8 Nov. 12, 8am Nov. 12, 11:59pm 


Module 9: Developing 
Countries Quiz 9 Nov. 23, 8am Nov. 23, 11:59pm 


Module 10: Globalization 
and the Future of 
Comparative Politics 


Quiz 10 Dec. 3, 8am Dec. 3, 11:59pm 


Final exam University schedule Dec. 7, 8am Dec.7, 11:59pm 


  


* Each module will open the day your quiz from the previous module is scheduled. 


  


University Services and Resources 


Academic Services and Resources 


A list of available academic support and learning services is available at UCF Student Services. 
Click on "Academic Support and Learning Services" on the right-hand side to filter.   


Non-Academic Services and Resources 



https://www.ucf.edu/services/





A list of non-academic support and services is also available at UCF Student Services. Click 
on "Support" on the right-hand side to filter.   


If you are a UCF Online student, please consult the UCF Online Student Guidelines for more 
information about your access to non-academic services. 


Policy Statements 


Academic Integrity 


Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of Conduct. According to Section 1, 
"Academic Misconduct," students are prohibited from engaging in: 


• Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information 
or study aids in any academic exercise unless specifically authorized by the instructor of 
record. The unauthorized possession of examination or course-related material also 
constitutes cheating. 


• Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral means: The 
presentation of material which has not been studied or learned, but rather was obtained 
through someone else’s efforts and used as part of an examination, course assignment, or 
project. 


• Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to another person, 
student, and/or uploading course material to a third-party vendor without authorization or 
without the express written permission of the university and the instructor. Course 
materials include but are not limited to class notes, Instructor’s PowerPoints, course 
syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, instruction sheets, homework, study guides, handouts, etc. 


• Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work. 
• Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the source, 


thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s own. 
• Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than once 


without the express written permission of the instructor. 
• Helping another violate academic behavior standards. 


For more information about Academic Integrity, students may consult The Center for Academic 
Integrity. 


For more information about plagiarism and misuse of sources, see “Defining and Avoiding 
Plagiarism: The WPA Statement on Best Practices”. 


Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating 


Students should also familiarize themselves with the procedures for academic misconduct in 
UCF’s student handbook, The Golden Rule. UCF faculty members have a responsibility for 
students’ education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to prevent unethical behavior and 
when necessary respond to academic misconduct. Penalties can include a failing grade in an 
assignment or in the course, suspension or expulsion from the university, and/or a "Z 
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Designation" on a student’s official transcript indicating academic dishonesty, where the final 
grade for this course will be preceded by the letter Z. For more information about the Z 
Designation, see http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade. 


Course Accessibility Statement 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all persons 
with disabilities. Students with disabilities who need disability-related access in this course 
should contact the professor as soon as possible. Students should also connect with Student 
Accessibility Services (Ferrell Commons 185, sas@ucf.edu, phone (407) 823-2371). Through 
Student Accessibility Services, a Course Accessibility Letter may be created and sent to 
professors, which informs faculty of potential access and accommodations that might be 
reasonable.Determining reasonable access and accommodations requires consideration of the 
course design, course learning objectives and the individual academic and course barriers 
experienced by the student. 


Campus Safety Statement 


Fully online course sections (W, V)  


Though most emergency situations are primarily relevant to courses that meet in person, such 
incidents can also impact online students, either when they are on or near campus to participate 
in other courses or activities or when their course work is affected by off-campus emergencies. 
The following policies apply to courses in online modalities. 


• To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text 
alerts by going to <https://my.ucf.edu> and logging in. Click on “Student Self Service” 
located on the left side of the screen in the toolbar, scroll down to the blue “Personal 
Information” heading on the Student Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the 
information, including e-mail address, cell phone number, and cell phone provider, click 
“Apply” to save the changes, and then click “OK.” 


• Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their 
instructors outside of class. 


Deployed Active Duty Military Students 


Students who are deployed active duty military and/or National Guard personnel and require 
accommodation should contact their instructors as soon as possible after the semester begins 
and/or after they receive notification of deployment to make related arrangements. 


Copyright 


This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, images, text 
materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use doctrine in order to 
enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, download or distribute these 
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items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for this online classroom environment and 
your use only. All copyright materials are credited to the copyright holder. 


  


Third-Party Software and FERPA 


During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or software 
applications sometimes called third-party software such as a blog or wiki. While some of these 
could be required assignments, you need not make any personally identifying information on a 
public site. Do not post or provide any private information about yourself or your classmates. 
Where appropriate you may use a pseudonym or nickname. Some written assignments posted 
publicly may require personal reflection/comments, but the assignments will not require you to 
disclose any personally identity-sensitive information. If you have any concerns about this, 
please contact your instructor. 


Make-Up Assignments for Authorized University Events or Co-curricular 
Activities 


Students who represent the university in an authorized event or activity (for example, student-
athletes) and who are unable to meet a course deadline due to a conflict with that event must 
provide the instructor with documentation in advance to arrange a make-up. No penalty will be 
applied. For more information, see the UCF policy at <https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-
401.pdf> 


Religious Observances 


Students must notify their instructor in advance if they intend to miss class for a religious 
observance. For more information, see the UCF policy at 
<http://regulations.ucf.edu/chapter5/documents/5.020ReligiousObservancesFINALJan19.pdf>. 


Regarding COVID-19 
To protect members of our community, everyone is required to wear a facial covering inside all 
common spaces including classrooms 
(https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/PolicyEmergencyCOVIDReturnPolicy.pdf). Students who 
choose not to wear facial coverings will be asked to leave the classroom by the instructor. If they 
refuse to leave the classroom or put on a facial covering, they may be considered disruptive 
(please see the Golden Rule for student behavior expectations). Faculty have the right to cancel 
class if the safety and well-being of class members are in jeopardy. Students will be responsible 
for the material that would have been covered in class as provided by the instructor.    


Depending on the course of the pandemic during the semester, the university may make changes 
to the way classes are offered. If that happens, please look for announcements or messages in 
Webcourses@UCF or Knights email about changes specific to this course. 



https://fctl.ucf.edu/teaching-resources/course-design/syllabus-statements/

https://fctl.ucf.edu/teaching-resources/course-design/syllabus-statements/

https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-401.pdf

https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-401.pdf

https://fctl.ucf.edu/teaching-resources/course-design/syllabus-statements/

http://regulations.ucf.edu/chapter5/documents/5.020ReligiousObservancesFINALJan19.pdf

https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/PolicyEmergencyCOVIDReturnPolicy.pdf)

https://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/





COVID-19 and Illness Notification – Students who believe they may have a COVID-19 
diagnosis should contact UCF Student Health Services (407-823-2509) so proper contact tracing 
procedures can take place. 


Students should not come to campus if they are ill, are experiencing any symptoms of COVID-
19, have tested positive for COVID, or if anyone living in their residence has tested positive or is 
sick with COVID-19 symptoms. CDC guidance for COVID-19 symptoms is located here: 
(https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html) 


Students should contact their instructor(s) as soon as possible if they miss class for any illness 
reason to discuss reasonable adjustments that might need to be made. When possible, students 
should contact their instructor(s) before missing class. 


In Case of Faculty Illness – If the instructor falls ill during the semester, there may be changes 
to this course, including having a backup instructor take over the course. Please look for 
announcements or mail in Webcourses@UCF or Knights email for any alterations to this course. 


Course Accessibility and Disability COVID-19 Supplemental Statement – Accommodations 
may need to be added or adjusted should this course shift from an on-campus to a remote format. 
Students with disabilities should speak with their instructor and should contact sas@ucf.edu to 
discuss specific accommodations for this or other courses. 


The instructor reserves the right to adjust the syllabus in the 
course of the semester/session. 
  


 



https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
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World Political Geography 


GEO 3471 


Section 1 


Summer B 2021 


Richard E. Tyre - Instructor 
School of Politics, Security, & International Affairs 
University of Central Florida 
Office Hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays 7:00-8:00 Via Zoom          


Office:  302N Phillips Hall 
Email: Richard.Tyre@UCF.edu 


  


Course Objectives 


Students will be able to: 


            -analyze the impact of political geography and its concepts on the global issues. 


            -appreciate the intersection between political science, international relations, 
and geography. 


            -understand the actors and stakeholders behind major global conflict issues. 


            -critically analyze the popular media and print for accuracy and political bias. 


            -participate in real-life simulated work in Political Geography. 


  


  


Course Focus 


We think of politics and geography as separate areas of interest; after all we have two 
separate disciplines, Political Science and Geography, each with their own institutional 
expressions, their own textbooks, etc. But in many ways they should be looked at as a 
seamless whole. Human geography is produced and politics is at the center of that 
production. Likewise politics always has a geography and cannot avoid it; think of the 
simple distinction between „domestic‟ and „foreign‟ policy or the structure of the 
American state: the idea of a distinction between state and federal governments and 
their respective, geographically defined, jurisdictions. Hence: Political Geography. 


  


In this course we will develop and apply a framework for looking at the world through 
this particular lens; making certain things stand out, eliciting attention that previously 



mailto:Richard.





might not have been forthcoming. Political geography is everywhere: in the city, in the 
country that we call the United States, in the world, and, yes, in this lecture room. You 
cannot understand the world without it, though politicians, and geographers for that 
matter, have often tried to. It will open your eyes. 


  


Required Texts 


  


World Regional Geography by Caitlin Finlayson 


This is an open source book available at 
<https://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks/BookDetail.aspx?bookId=335> 


  


Media 


The course will utilize the BBC World News.  Every day, students should stay informed 
with global issues via the BBC website and World Service bulletin.  The World Service 
bulletin is a daily 5 minute presentation of the global news.  It is highly advised to stay 
current on global issues. 


This is easily accessed via: <news.bbc.co.uk>, then selecting Video and Audio. 


  


  


Supplementary Course Materials 


Supplementary course materials will include readings from articles, newspapers or 
websites.  


  


  


Final Grading Scale 


A >  93   B+ 87 – 89.99   C+ 77 – 79.99   D+ 66 – 69.99 


A- 90 – 92   B 83 – 86   C 72 - 76   D 62 – 65 


      B- 80 – 82   C- 70 - 71   D- 60 – 61 


                  F <  59.99 







  


Grading Criteria 


Mid-Term Exam: 20% 


Individual Assignments & Quizzes: 30% 


Debate Analysis: 30% 


Final Exam: 20% 


  


• Mid-Term Exam 


The first half of the semester, we will examine the different geographic regions of the 
world.  The Mid-Term Exam focuses on the World Regional Geography aspect of the 
class. 


.                 


• Individual Assignments, Quizzes, & Group Projects 


Throughout the semester, many individual assignments will be posted online.  Each 
project, quiz, and assignment will be worth between 3-8% of your final 
grade.  Collectively, these assignments and projects will be worth 35% of the overall 
grade for the course.  Late assignments will be accepted for a 50% reduction in the 
grade after one class.  Assignments more than 1 week late will not be accepted.  


  


  


• Debate Analysis 


Throughout the second half of the semester, debate topics will post.  Students are 
asked to examine BOTH sides of these debate topics and arrive to class prepared to 
discuss the merits of BOTH sides.  Debate points must be typed and ready to discuss at 
the assigned classes and will be turned in for a grade online. 


Debate Topics: 


1: Supranationalism 


2: Electoral Geography 


3: Colonialism 


4: The Role of the United States in the World 


  







  


                                                                                                                         


• Final Exam 


A non-comprehensive final exam will be available after the final class of the semester. 


  


  


Attendance Policy: 


I do not hold a formal attendance policy.  Attendance, however, will help each student 
understand the materials from the course and analyze the readings for their value to the 
course.  This is a 3000 level course.  We will simulate real-life work in Political 
Geography.  Treat this course as a career.  Throughout the semester, I will randomly 
take attendance and for each time you are not present, I will deduct 5% from your final 
grade.      


  


  


In-Class Communication 


The style of learning in this class requires open communication and respect for all other 
opinions.  It is not my goal to force you to think as I think, but rather, to form your own 
global ideas and defend them.  Throughout the class, you may be called out to defend 
your ideas.  Do your best and just know that your inability to believe the same things I 
believe will NOT negatively affect your final grade, rather, I welcome healthy and 
constructive debate, but I do demand respect for differing opinions. 


  


Course Schedule 


  


June 29: Introduction the Course and Geography & North American Geography 


July 1: Latin American Geography & Sub-Saharan Africa Geography 


July 6: Geography of the Middle East with Israel & Geography of Europe 


July 8: Geography of Asia and Oceania & Review for Mid-Term Exam 


Mid-Term Exam on World Regional Geography (Webcourses Exam, Due August 7) 


July 13: Introduction to Political Geography & Political Geography Theories 


July 15: Political Geography Theories Applications 







July 20: Borders 


July 22: Supranationalism 


July 27: Colonialism 


July 29: Electoral Geography 


August 3: The Role of the United States in the World & Hegemony 


August 5: Terrorism 


  


Thursday, August 5: Final Exam Opens on Webcourses: Due Saturday, August 7 


 








 


Course Information 


Course ID & Section CPO 3614 0W60, Asynchronous Instruction  


Credit Hours  3 


Prerequisites ENC 1102 or POS 2041 


Corequisites None 


Semester/Year  Fall 2021 


Location World Wide Web 


 


Professor Dr. Anca Turcu; Pronouns: she, her, hers 


Office  Online: Canvas Chat 


Office Hours 
Online via Canvas Chat  


Mondays 2:00-4:00 PM EST 


E-mail  


anca.turcu@ucf.edu 


You may also e-mail me by using the Canvas e-mail/ message 
system. I will use that system to send out updates, important 
messages or announcements. If you e-mail me, I will do my best to 
get back to you quickly, but I may take up to 48 hours to respond. 
Please note that I do only respond to e-mail during regular 
business hours.  



mailto:anca.turcu@ucf.edu





Academic and 
Content Related 


Questions 


If you have questions about the academic material or class 
content, do not hesitate to contact me! Questions, feedback or 
comments are all welcome. For non-academic (not course content 
related questions), please see below. 


Other Contact 
Information 


If you have questions regarding technical support or any other non-
academic, non-course content related issues, please seek help 
through the technical support link on the class Home Page.  


GTA N/A 


Catalogue Description 


An examination of the political and economic dynamics of Eastern Europe in the post-
1945 era. 


Course Description 


This class will explore the government and politics of Eastern European countries, while 
providing a comparative insight into the institutions, electoral systems and processes 
that are specific to their governments. We will also examine historical contexts, political 
culture, social realities and policy outcomes specific to each country. This class will be 
taught online only, through 100% asynchronous instruction. 


Course Objectives and Learning Outcomes 


The course objectives and learning outcomes for Politics of Eastern Europe (CPO 3614) 
strive to meet the criteria outlined by the Department of Political Science  Academic 
Learning Compacts: https://oeas.ucf.edu/doc/cos/alc_cos_political_science_ba.pdf  


On completing this course students will be able to: 


1. discuss the historical roots and ideological teachings of Marxism, Marxism-
Leninism, Socialism and Communism  


2. understand the impact of communist rule on Eastern European countries 
3. analyze the impact of the transition to market economy and democracy on the 


institutions and government policies upon the democratization process in each 
country 


4. discuss the impact of EU and NATO membership on Eastern European countries 
5. describe and compare institutions, policies and political culture in various Eastern 


European countries  


 


 



https://oeas.ucf.edu/doc/cos/alc_cos_political_science_ba.pdf





Required Texts 


• "Central and Eastern European Politics: From Communism to Democracy" by 
Sharon L. Wolchik (Editor), Jane L. Curry (Editor); Fourth Edition; Published 2018 
(available through UCF bookstore) 


 


• " Communism and its Collapse" by Stephen White; First Edition; Published 2001. 
ISBN 10: 0415171806; ISBN 13: 978-0415171809 (Order online, or from non-UCF 
bookstore. The book is also available, for free, in electronic format, from the UCF 
Library.) 


 


• Note: Political Science texts change significantly from one edition to the next, as 
elections and current events reshape institutions and societies. Thus, it is 
imperative that you use the editions listed above. 


 


 


Other Materials: Documentaries and Clips 


For some modules in this class, you will be asked to watch documentaries, clips and 
other multimedia materials. Most of these clips will be available for free online via 
YouTube, PBS.org, TEDTalks and other sources. But, some documentaries might only 
be available on for-pay web streaming services providers such as Netflix or Amazon 
Instant Video. If that will be the case, I will at that time ask you to subscribe to those 
services.  


That means that for now you should not subscribe to these providers but wait for my 
prompt to do so during the semester. I will provide further details about these video 
materials in each individual module and provide you with links or a clear indication 
where you can find the material. Not viewing these documentaries or clips is not an 
option, since they are a central part of the class and quizzes and the written projects will 
draw on these materials quite extensively. 


 


 


 







Academic Calendar 


Week Module Topic(s) Readings 


Intro Week 
(8/23-30) 


• Introduction and Class 
Overview  


• Syllabus  


Week 1  
(8/30-9/7) 


Communism Defined; The 
Establishment of Soviet Rule 
in Eastern Europe 


Wolchik and Curry: Ch.1 (Page 3-13); 
White Chapters 1 & 2 


Week 2  
(9/7-13) 


Communist Rule in Eastern 
Europe: 1950s-1980s  


Wolchik and Curry: Ch.1 (Page 13-21); 
White Chapters 3, 4 & 5 


Week 3 
(9/13-20) 


The Collapse of Soviet 
Control  


Wolchik and Curry: Ch.1 (Page 21- end of 
chapter); White Chapters 6,7 & 8 


Week 4  
(9/20- 27) 


The Political Transition; 
Re-creating the Market 


Wolchik and Curry: Ch 2 and 3 (For 
specific pages see Module 4 Overview) 


Week 5 
(9/27-10/4) 


EU and NATO Accession 
and After  


Wolchik and Curry: Chs. 7 & 8 
(For specific pages see Module 5 
Overview) 


Week 6  
(10/4-11) 


Case Study: Poland Wolchik and Curry: Ch.9 (For specific 
pages see Module 6 Overview) 


Week 7  
(10/11-18) 


Case Study The Czech and 
Slovak Republics 


Wolchik and Curry: Ch.10 (For specific 
pages see Module 7 Overview) 


Week 8  
(10/18-25) 


Case Study: Hungary Wolchik and Curry: Ch.11 and Ch. 7 
pages 171-186 


Week 9 
(10/25-11/1) 


Case Study: The Baltic 
States 


Wolchik and Curry: Ch.12 (For specific 
pages see Module 9 Overview) 


Week 10 
(11/1-8) 


Case Study: Romania  Wolchik and Curry: Ch.14(For specific 
pages see Module 10 Overview) 


Week 11  
(11/8-15) 


Case Study: Former 
Yugoslavia and Its 
Successors  


Wolchik and Curry: Ch. 16 (For specific 
pages see Module 11 Overview) 


Week 12 
(11/15-22) 


Case Study: Ukraine Wolchik and Curry: Ch. 17(For specific 
pages see Module 12 Overview) 


Week 13 
(11/22-29) 


Final Paper: Due 12/06 None 


Week 14 
(11/29-12/6) 


Final Paper: Due 12/06 None 







Course Requirements 


Weekly Assignments Twelve weekly assignments (starting with week 1 8/30-09/7) will 
test your knowledge of the material from the module covered during each week. Your 
two lowest scoring weekly assignments will be dropped at the end of class, leaving you 
with ten weekly assignments scores, worth 7% of your grade each. That is, ten weekly 
assignments will make up 70% of your final grade. If you miss a weekly assignment, or 
fail to submit it on time, you will automatically be assigned a grade of 0 for that 
assignment. Assignments will be available, with the rest of the content for each module, 
on the Monday of each week and will close by the Monday evening (at 11:59 PM EST), 
of the following week. After an assignment closes, I will release grades and correct 
answers within a week and you will have one week to review your answers and let me 
know if you have questions regarding your grade. After that, assignment questions and 
correct answers will no longer be visible. Note that no weekly assignments will be due 
for the introductory week and one week when you will be working on your final paper. 
Weekly assignments may be quizzes, short essays or discussion posts. On some 
weeks, you might be given a choice between a quiz and a written assignment or 
discussions. More details to follow in the weekly module overviews.  


Final Paper: Students will have to submit a Final Paper. This paper will be worth 30% 
of your final grade. The final paper will be posted on Monday, 11/22 and will be due on 
Monday, 12/6 at 11:59 PM. Note that the final assignment must be submitted through 
the Canvas online submission system. This system is designed to help me identify 
plagiarism, so make sure to take all necessary measures needed to avoid plagiarism. If 
you are not sure what constitutes plagiarism and how to avoid it, take this UCF library 
tutorial: http://infolit.ucf.edu/students/modules/#article116 Students who cheat, commit 
plagiarism or engage in any other type of dishonest academic behavior will fail the 
class, (will receive an FZ grade) and will also be subject to disciplinary proceedings. 
Please review the UCF Golden Rule: http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/ Please allow for 
plenty of time to complete each assignment, so that you avoid last minute submissions 
and the technical difficulties that sometimes accompany them. Final assignments 
should not be submitted late and will incur a 10 points penalty for every 24 hours delay 
post due date. Final assignments submitted more than 48 hours post due date will not 
be accepted and will be given a grade of 0. Note: students who request a review of final 
paper grading should be aware that I re-grade the whole paper once I receive such a 
request. This may sometimes result in a lower grade than the one previously granted. 


Due Dates 


Weekly assignments: due weekly on Monday evenings by 11:59 PM EST EXCEPT for 
the Introductory Week. Also, the assignment for Week 1 will be due 9/7 (due to the 
Labor Day holiday). Final Paper: due by 12/06 at 11:59 PM EST. 


 







Proper Quoting, Referencing and Citations for your Written 


Assignments 


For weekly written assignments and your final paper, make sure to follow these citation 
and referencing rules: 


All sources used have to be sanctioned by your professor (see prompts and module 
overview for every assignment) Do not use other sources for your answers. 


If you are copy-pasting a text from a source into the assignment, that text should be put 
in inverted commas “…”. This is called a direct quote. It should be followed by a 
parenthetical citation (page number, author, year). 


However, be mindful that most assignments in this class do not allow direct quotes and 
such quotes will not receive credit (see individual assignment prompts). Instead, you 
should paraphrase, in other words, use your own words to summarize and convey the 
same idea. This one too should be followed by a parenthetical citation (page number, 
author, year). 


So, each time you paraphrase or use a source, make sure you use in text parenthetical 
citations. These can be: (page number, author, year)—for textbooks, books, articles, 
other sources such as documentaries. For sources in the module use: for PowerPoints 
(Turcu, current year, module number, slide number); or, for module overviews (Turcu, 
current year, module overview number). 


Make sure to use this in text format to credit every source you use for your answer. Not 
giving credit, or not substantiating an answer with its rightful source may very likely 
result in a serious penalty, as it will very likely constitute plagiarism.  


All sources included in parenthetical citations throughout the text, have to be listed as 
references at the end of the assignment, in APA, MLA or Chicago referencing styles 
(look online for details on each citation style). Just choose one of the styles and stick 
with it. 


Turnitin.com 


In this course we will utilize turnitin.com, an automated system which instructors can 
use to quickly and easily compare each student’s assignment with billions of web sites, 
as well as an enormous database of student papers that grows with each submission. 
Accordingly, you will be expected to submit assignments through the Canvas 
Assignment Tool in electronic format. After the assignment is processed, as an 
instructor I receive a report from turnitin.com that states if and how another author’s 
work was used in the assignment. For a more detailed look at this process, 
visit http://www.turnitin.com. 


 



http://www.turnitin.com/





Missed Assignments/Make-Ups 


Students who represent the university in an authorized event or activity (for example, 
student-athletes) and who are unable to meet a course deadline due to a conflict with 
that event must provide the instructor with documentation in advance to arrange a 
make-up. For more information, see the UCF policy at 
<https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-401.pdf> 


I will not grant extensions if you fail to submit your work due to technical difficulties. You 
are solely responsible if you fail to submit an assignment due to technical difficulties, 
save for a major natural disaster (i.e. a hurricane). In the event of a hurricane, which 
causes power outages and evacuations, do not panic about your online assignments. 
Your safety and that of your family is your first priority. When power is restored, contact 
me and I will work with you to determine the best course of action. Other circumstances, 
which may be considered "unavoidable", include medical or legal emergencies. 
Pertinent official documentation will be required if you plan on requesting to make up a 
quiz or assignment due to unavoidable circumstances. You have to submit such 
documentation no later than a week after the due date of the missed assignment has 
passed. Documentation submitted after that date will not be deemed acceptable. 


Extra Credit 


Your professor does not anticipate offering any extra credit assignments in this class. 
Should this change, you will be notified in a timely manner via Canvas e-mail. 


Evaluation and Grading  


Weekly grades will be recorded and released via Canvas. Final class grades will NOT 
be shown in Canvas. Students will need to use the scale, rules and formula below in 
order to calculate their final class grade. 


Assignment Percentage of Grade 


Weekly Assignments (10) 70% 


Final Paper 30% 


Total 100% 
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Grading Scale 


Letter Grade Points 


A 93 – 100 


A- 90 – 92 


B+ 87 – 89 


B 83 – 86 


B- 80 – 82 


C+ 77 – 79 


C 73 – 76 


C- 70 – 72 


D+ 67 – 69 


D 63 – 66 


D- 60 – 62 


F 59 and below 


Grading Formula (Canvas does not display final grades correctly. Use this formula to 


calculate your final grade) 


 (final project*.30) + [(sum of 10 highest scoring weekly assignments assignments/10) 
*.70] = final grade 


Attendance Policy 


This course is web-based, fully online and considered a "W" course. Students are 
expected to fully participate in all online activities and to complete all assignments by 
the due dates. 







Participation and a timely completion of work and assignments are both considered 
similar to attendance in a face-to-face class. Assignments that are not turned into 
Canvas before the due date, will receive 0 points. Missed quizzes cannot be retaken. 


Deployed Active Duty Military Students 


Students who are deployed active duty military and/or National Guard personnel and 
require accommodation should contact their instructors as soon as possible after the 
semester begins and/or after they receive notification of deployment to make related 
arrangements. 


Religious Observances 


Students must notify their instructor in advance if they intend to miss class for a 
religious observance. For more information, see the UCF policy.  


Academic Honesty 


Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of Conduct: 
http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/process/roc. According to Section 1, “Academic Misconduct,” 
students are prohibited from engaging in 


1. Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, 
information or study aids in any academic exercise unless specifically authorized 
by the instructor of record. The unauthorized possession of examination or 
course-related material also constitutes cheating. 


2. Communication to another through written, visual, electronic (including GroupMe 
or similar apps or chat rooms), or oral means: The presentation of material which 
has not been studied or learned, but rather was obtained through someone else’s 
efforts and used as part of an examination, course assignment, or project. 


3. Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to another 
person, student, and/or uploading course material to a third-party vendor without 
authorization or without the express written permission of the university and the 
instructor. Course materials include but are not limited to class notes, Instructor’s 
PowerPoints, course syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, instruction sheets, homework, 
study guides, handouts, etc. 


4. Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work. 
5. Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the 


source, thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the 
student’s own. 


6. Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than 
once without the express written permission of the instructor. 


7. Helping another violate academic behavior standards. 
For more information about Academic Integrity, students may consult The Center for 
Academic Integrity. 
For more information about plagiarism and misuse of sources, see “Defining and 
Avoiding Plagiarism: The WPA Statement on Best Practices.”  



http://regulations.ucf.edu/chapter5/documents/5.020ReligiousObservancesFINALOct17.pdf

http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/process/roc

http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/process/roc

http://www.academicintegrity.org/icai/assets/FVProject.pdf

http://www.academicintegrity.org/icai/assets/FVProject.pdf

http://wpacouncil.org/node/9

http://wpacouncil.org/node/9





Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating 


 
Students should also familiarize themselves with the procedures for academic 
misconduct in UCF’s student handbook, The Golden 
Rule <http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/docs/goldenrule.pdf>. UCF faculty members have 
a responsibility for students’ education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to 
prevent unethical behavior and respond to academic misconduct when necessary. 
Penalties for violating rules, policies, and instructions within this course can range from 
a zero on the exercise to an “F” letter grade in the course. In addition, an Academic 
Misconduct report could be filed with the Office of Student Conduct, which could lead to 
disciplinary warning, disciplinary probation, or deferred suspension or separation from 
the University through suspension, dismissal, or expulsion with the addition of a “Z” 
designation on one’s transcript. 


Being found in violation of academic conduct standards could result in a student having 
to disclose such behavior on a graduate school application, being removed from a 
leadership position within a student organization, the recipient of scholarships, 
participation in University activities such as study abroad, internships, etc. 


Let’s avoid all of this by demonstrating values of honesty, trust, and integrity. No grade 
is worth compromising your integrity and moving your moral compass. Stay true to 
doing the right thing: take the zero, not a shortcut. 


Federal Financial Aid Requirement 


UCF must comply with a federal financial aid regulation that states that in order to 
receive federal aid, students must be actively academically engaged (according to a 
federal definition) in each course in which they are enrolled. All faculty are required to 
document students' academic activity at the beginning of each course. Without 
verification of this engagement, students will not receive their aid. 


In order to document that you began this course, you will be required to complete a 


short quiz in Canvas, no later than the first Friday of the very first week of classes 


(introductory week). Failure to do so may result in a delay in the disbursement of 


students’ financial aid or will mean that students will not receive their aid. 


Student Complaints and Appeals 


Procedures regarding student complaints and appeals can be found here: 
https://www.sdes.ucf.edu/student-complaints-and-appeals/ 
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Diversity and Inclusion 


One way to promote a safe and caring classroom community is to encourage each 
student’s unique voice, perspective, and presence. The following diversity statement 
gives professors language for explaining how students’ contributions will be valued: 


The University of Central Florida considers the diversity of its students, faculty, and staff 
to be a strength and critical to its educational mission. UCF expects every member of 
the university community to contribute to an inclusive and respectful culture for all in its 
classrooms, work environments, and at campus events. Dimensions of diversity can 
include sex, race, age, national origin, ethnicity, gender identity and expression, 
intellectual and physical ability, sexual orientation, income, faith and non-faith 
perspectives, socio-economic class, political ideology, education, primary language, 
family status, military experience, cognitive style, and communication style. The 
individual intersection of these experiences and characteristics must be valued in our 
community. 


Title IX prohibits sex discrimination, including sexual misconduct, sexual violence, 
sexual harassment, and retaliation. If you or someone you know has been harassed or 
assaulted, you can find resources available to support the victim, including confidential 
resources and information concerning reporting options 
at www.shield.ucf.edu and http://cares.sdes.ucf.edu/. 


If there are aspects of the design, instruction, and/or experiences within this course that 
result in barriers to your inclusion or accurate assessment of achievement, please notify 
the instructor as soon as possible and/or contact Student Accessibility Services. 


For more information on diversity and inclusion, Title IX, accessibility, or UCF’s 
complaint processes contact: 


• Title IX – OIE – http://oie.ucf.edu/ & askanadvocate@ucf.edu 
• Disability Accommodation – Student Accessibility Services 


– http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/ & sas@ucf.edu 
• Diversity and Inclusion Training and Events – www.diversity.ucf.edu 
• Student Bias Grievances – Just Knights response team – http://jkrt.sdes.ucf.edu/ 
• UCF Compliance and Ethics Office 


– http://compliance.ucf.edu/ & complianceandethics@ucf.edu 
• Ombuds Office – http://www.ombuds.ucf.edu 
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UCF Cares: Resources for Students’ Personal Wellbeing 


During your UCF career, you may experience challenges including struggles with 
academics, finances, or your personal well-being. UCF has a multitude of resources 
available to all students. Please visit UCFCares.com if you are seeking resources and 
support, or if you are worried about a friend or classmate. Free services and information 
are included for a variety of student concerns, including but not limited to alcohol use, 
bias incidents, mental health concerns, and financial challenges. You can also e-
mail ucfcares@ucf.edu with questions or for additional assistance. You can reach a 
UCF Cares staff member between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. by calling 407-823-5607. If you are 
in immediate distress, please call Counseling and Psychological Services to speak 
directly with a counselor 24/7 at 407-823-2811, or please call 911. 


Student Accessibility 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all 
persons with disabilities. Students with disabilities who need disability-related access in 
this course should contact the professor as soon as possible. Students should also 
connect with Student Accessibility Services (SAS) <http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/> (Ferrell 
Commons 185, sas@ucf.edu, phone 407-823-2371). Through Student Accessibility 
Services, a Course Accessibility Letter may be created and sent to professors, which 
informs faculty of potential access and accommodations that might be reasonable. 
Determining reasonable access and accommodations requires consideration of the 
course design, course learning objectives and the individual academic and course 
barriers experienced by the student. 


Campus Safety Statement for Students in Online-Only Courses 


Though most emergency situations are primarily relevant to courses that meet in 
person, such incidents can also impact online students, either when they are on or near 
campus to participate in other courses or activities or when their course work is affected 
by off-campus emergencies. The following policies apply to courses in online 
modalities.  


To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text 
alerts by going to ucf.edu and logging in. Click on “Student Self Service” located on the 
left side of the screen in the toolbar, scroll down to the blue “Personal Information” 
heading on the Student Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the information, 
including e-mail address, cell phone number, and cell phone provider, click “Apply” to 
save the changes, and then click “OK.” Students with special needs related to 
emergency situations should speak with their instructors outside of class. 


 



http://ucfcares.com/

mailto:ucfcares@ucf.edu

http://my.ucf.edu/





Viruses 


A virus can spell disaster. Your use of a reputable anti-virus program is a requirement 
for participation in this course (good ones include McAfee or Norton). 


Also, back up your files: “My hard drive crashed.” “My modem doesn’t work.” “My printer 
is out of ink.” These are today’s equivalents of “My dog ate my homework.” These 
events really do occur and they are really inconvenient when they do. However, these 
are not valid excuses for failing to get your work in on time. 


E-mail Protocols 


E-mail will be an integral part of this course. Make sure you: Check your e-mail at least 
once every 48 hours during regular business hours (more often is better). 


Be patient. Don’t expect an immediate response when you send a message. Generally, two 
days is considered reasonable amount of time to receive a reply. Please not that your 
professor only checks and answers to e-mails during regular business hours. 


Include “Subject” headings: use something that is descriptive and refer to a particular 
assignment or topic. 


Be courteous and considerate. Being honest and expressing yourself freely is very 
important, but being considerate of others online is just as important as in the classroom. 


Make every effort to be clear. Online communication lacks the nonverbal cues that fill in 
much of the meaning in face-to-face communication. 


Do not use all caps. This makes the message very hard to read and is considered 
“shouting.” Check spelling, grammar, and punctuation (you may want to compose in a word 
processor, then cut and paste the message into the discussion or e-mail). 


Break up large blocks of text into paragraphs and use a space between paragraphs. 


Sign your e-mail messages. 


Never assume that your e-mail can be read by no one except yourself; others may be 
able to read or access your mail. Never send or keep anything that you would mind 
seeing on the evening news. 


Copyright 


This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, 
images, text materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use 
doctrine in order to enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, 
download or distribute these items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for 







this online classroom environment and your use only. All copyright materials are 
credited to the copyright holder. 


Technical Assistance 


For specific problems in any of the areas below or for further information go to the 
corresponding link for assistance. 


UCF Home Page will help find UCF resources.  


UCF Service Desk – You can also call the Service Desk at 407-823-5117. 


Learning Online This site provides information on study skills for distance learners, the 
library and the writing center. 


Buying a new computer or upgrading your current equipment – 
http://www.cstore.ucf.edu/ 


Technical Discussion Topic: If you have technical questions and/or problems, please 
post a message to the Technical Discussion Topic. I encourage members of the class 
who are technically proficient to also monitor this discussion topic and assist your 
classmates. 


If your equipment problems prevent you from using e-mail from home, there are many 
computer labs on campus and virtually every public library offers Internet access. 


Third-Party Software and FERPA 


During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or 
software applications sometimes called third-party software such as a blog or wiki. 
While some of these could be required assignments, you need not make any personally 
identifying information on a public site. Do not post or provide any private information 
about yourself or your classmates. Where appropriate you may use a pseudonym or 
nickname. Some written assignments posted publicly may require personal 
reflection/comments, but the assignments will not require you to disclose any personally 
identity-sensitive information. If you have any concerns about this, please contact your 
instructor. 


Statement Regarding COVID-19 


Notifications in Case of Changes to Course Modality 


Depending on the course of the pandemic during the semester, the university may 
make changes to the way classes are offered. If that happens, please look for 







announcements or messages in Webcourses@UCF or Knights email about changes 
specific to this course. 


COVID-19 and Illness Notification 


Students who believe they may have a COVID-19 diagnosis should contact UCF 
Student Health Services (407-823-2509) so proper contact tracing procedures can take 
place. 


Students should not come to campus if they are ill, are experiencing any symptoms of 
COVID-19, have tested positive for COVID, or if anyone living in their residence has 
tested positive or is sick with COVID-19 symptoms. CDC guidance for COVID-19 
symptoms is located here: (https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-
testing/symptoms.html) 


Students should contact their instructor(s) as soon as possible if they miss class for any 
illness reason to discuss reasonable adjustments that might need to be made. When 
possible, students should contact their instructor(s) before missing class. 


In Case of Faculty Illness 


If the instructor falls ill during the semester, there may be changes to this course, 
including having a backup instructor take over the course. Please look for 
announcements or mail in Webcourses@UCF or Knights email for any alterations to this 
course. 


Course Accessibility and Disability COVID-19 Supplemental Statement 


Accommodations may need to be added or adjusted should this course shift from an on-
campus to a remote format. Students with disabilities should speak with their instructor 
and should contact sas@ucf.edu to discuss specific accommodations for this or other 
courses. 


 


Important Disclaimer 


These descriptions and timelines are subject to change at the discretion of the 
professor. I will provide notification of such changes in a timely manner. 
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Course Overview 


"Although I very rarely spoke of France in my book, I did not write one page of it without having her, 


so to speak, before my eyes…Without comparisons to make, the mind does not know how to proceed”  


- Alexis de Tocqueville, Democracy in America 


Welcome to Comparative Politics!  


This course is an introduction to the study of comparative politics and is intended to help students 


compare and contrast the wide variety of political systems, institutions and behavior around the world.  


Comparative politics is a subfield of political science that can help us make arguments about cause and 


effect by drawing evidence from across nations and over time that enable us to then make 


generalizations about political phenomena.   


This course will provide you with an overview of the major theoretical approaches and debates to the 


study of comparative politics. While the comparative approach seeks to make generalization across 


nations, we will also utilize a case study approach to  focus on the history, political system, political 


institutions, political cultures and political behavior of the following nations: 


• China 


• France 


• India 


• Iran 


• Japan 


• Mexico 


• Nigeria 


• Russia 


• South Africa 


• United Kingdom 


These nations will help illustrate many of the broader concepts and ideas we will encounter this 


semester. They will also provide a solid background and introduction for any future courses you may 


take on one or more of these nation's political system, or for doing independent research such as an 


Honors Undergraduate Thesis. 


I look forward to the class and hope you find it enjoyable and informative. I look forward to learning a 


lot from you! 


  







Office Hours & Contact Information. 


Office hours: Via Zoom, Tuesday & Thursday, 10.30am-12.30pm 


Email: Use email in Webcourses.  If you write me M-F, I should get back to you within 24 hours. If I 


don’t, please feel free to send me a reminder! 


Please don't use the comments box on assignments to message me. I receive no notification of 


messages sent here (why it is set up that way, I have no idea!).  So always use the email in Webcourses 


if you wish to follow up on any assignment.  


I will answer any message within 24 hours.  Remember to allow adequate time for a reply to a question 


about an assignment.  If you send a question a few hours before an assignment is due, I may not see it in 


time to provide help you out. 


A note on etiquette: You are what you email, which means your instructors will often shape their 


opinion of you according to the quality of the email messages you are sending. To that end, be sure to 


please keep the tone of your emails professional, sign your emails with your name and include an 


appropriate salutation (Hint: you can’t go wrong with “Dear Dr. Knuckey”).  


  


 


  







  


Textbook 


 We will use the following textbook, and you will need to buy it (and of course read it) to do well in this 


class: 


• Patrick H. O'Neil, Karl Fields, and Don Share, Cases and Concepts in Comparative Politics 2nd 


edition 


  


 


                    


Please make sure this is purchased no later than the end of the first week of the semester.  Take this 


into account if ordering from a third party vendor (like Amazon).  And make sure you buy the 2nd 


Edition of the book, shown above. 


Used copies of the textbook are fine -- and less likely to blow a hole in your budget.  


Used copies of the textbook is fine -- and less likely to blow a hole in your budget.  Ebooks are also fine, 


and probably a lot more convenient. 


  


 


  


  


  







Modules 


Requirements for the class will be detailed in modules that are accessed in Webcourses.  A new module 


detailing quizzes and written assignments will open each week.   Requirements for a module must first 


be completed prior to moving on to a new module 


  


  


Student Conduct 


All students are expected to adhere to the UCF Golden Rule, which includes conducting oneself in a 


professional manner both in the classroom and in written and verbal communication with me and to 


other students.  Violations of the Golden Rule -- both academic and non-academic -- can result in a 


referral to the Office of Student Conduct. 


  


Unauthorized Use of Class Materials 


There are many fraudulent websites claiming to offer study aids to students but are actually cheat sites. 


They encourage students to upload course materials, such as test questions, individual assignments, and 


examples of graded material. Such materials are the intellectual property of instructors, the university, 


or publishers and may not be distributed without prior authorization. 


Students who engage in such activity are in violation of academic conduct standards and may face 


penalties. 


  


Group Chats 


Group chats -- via GroupMe, Whats App, etc -- are increasingly common and can be used positively for 


collaboration and connection with your peers.  They can also be used for nefarious purposes such as 


sharing answers and other forms of cheating.  Recently I've had to deal with instances where students 


are reporting other students for sharing information via the class group chat.  Any students on a group 


chat where cheating is occurring will all be included in any disciplinary action that results from 


content shared on the chat.  How can this be avoided, you ask?  Just do you own work and don’t 


cut corners.  It's pretty easy to avoid.   


  


  







Grades 


 


My philosophy of grading is decidedly against what is generally known as "competitive grading" or 


"grading on the curve." You are not competing against fellow students for grades in this class. You are 


competing against yourself at all times, hopefully pushing yourself to excel against my objective 


standards of what students should reasonably get out of this class. 


Average mastery of those standards is the baseline for earning an "average" grade of C. Do above-


average work, you earn a B. Do excellent work, you earn an A…. and so on. In any case, please 


understand that the points you earn toward a final grade will not be jerked around up or down to fit 


some predetermined grade curve.  


Your final grade will be weighted as follows: 


• Written assignments: 34% 


• Quizzes on conceptual chapters of textbook (i.e., chapters 1, 2, 3, 6, 7, 8, 9 & 10): 33% 


• Quizzes on country cases study chapters: 33% 


As there are ample grading opportunities in this course there will be no extra credit given.  


Grade boundaries are as follows: 


A,  92%+ 


A-, 90-91.9% 


B+, 86-89.9% 


B, 82-85.9% 


B-, 80-81.9% 


C+, 76-79.9% 







C, 72-75.9% 


C-, 70-71.9% 


D, 62-69.9% 


D- 60-61.9% 


F, 59% and below. 


A time limit of 1 week is imposed on all change of grade requests after the grade has posted for a 


completed piece or work. This is sufficient time to identify any errors. After that, prior grades will not be 


reviewed.   


When grades fall exactly on the borderline of letter grades (91.9%, 89.9%, 85.9%, etc., etc.), I'll take the 


overall performance of a student throughout the semester into account when deciding whether to 


round up, i.e., whether all work been submitted throughout the semester, and has there been an 


attempt to answer all questions on a quiz or assignment. 


All work in this course will be graded by me, not a Graduate Teaching Assistant. If you have any 


questions about grades, please don't hesitate to touch base with me directly. 


Grade grievance policies are outlined under the UCF Golden Rule.  


  


  


Make-up Policy 


  


The time and dates for all assignments are fixed in krypton-coated granite encased in a hydrogen bomb-


proof vault!  These dates are also known at least one week ahead of time.  As noted above you always 







get a grace period on any assignment.  An extension on any assignment will only be given in the most 


exceptional circumstances that are beyond the control of a student and will require documentation.  


Please note that requests for an assignment extension after an assignment deadline will not be 


granted, unless a student was unable to make such a request prior to the deadline.   


Here are some unacceptable excuses for late-work, and it is by no means an exhaustive list: 


• "My computer is broken...." 


• "My computer was stolen...." 


• "I accidentally deleted the file....". 


• "My computer magically deleted my homework from the hard drive. I do not understand it 


myself...." 


• "The internet is broken...." 


• "I forgot to attach the assignment...." 


• "I could not find the assignment...." 


• "I did the quiz but forgot to submit it..." 


• "I was on holiday..." 


• "It was my birthday so I never got around to the assignment..." 


  


The above are all actual excuses I have received. Many, as you can see, are computer-related, which are 


the “dog ate my homework” excuses of the technology age and will not fly. So secure ample time at a 


computer, make backups of your work, check you did not submit a blank assignment, check you 


correctly submitted the right assignment and generally plan ahead. Completing an assignment the day 


before it is due is always a wise move as that provides a cushion for anything that might come up that is 


unexpected. 


  


Accessibility Statement 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations.  This syllabus is 


available in alternate formats upon request.  Students who need accommodations must be registered 


with Student Accessibility Services before requesting accommodations from the professor. 


  


Deployed Active Duty Military Students 


If you are a deployed active duty military student and feel that you may need a special accommodation 


due to that unique status, please contact me at the start of the semester to discuss your circumstances. 







  


  


Disclaimer 


 


I reserve the right to change, add or modify any part of the syllabus. Of course, advance notice will be 


given of any such changes. 


  


  


Course Schedule  


All due dates are midnight (actually 11.59pm) on the date noted.  However, a grace period is allowed 


so that work submitted by 5pm the following day will still receive full credit.   


  


Module 1: Studying Comparative Politics 


• Quiz: Syllabus Quiz (8/25) (This quiz will be used to demonstrate student academic engagement 


during the first week of the semester) 


• Quiz: Cases and Concepts of Comparative Politics, ch.1 (8/29) 


  


  


Module 2: Comparing States, Identities & Ideology 


• Quiz: Cases and Concepts in Comparative Politics, "States", ch.2 (9/1) 


• Written assignment: Measuring the Power of the State (9/5) 


• Quiz: Cases and Concepts in Comparative Politics, "Nations & Society", ch.3 (9/8) 


• Quiz: Case Study of Politics in India (9/12) 







• Written assignment: Comparing Ethnic Conflict and Political Institutions in India and 


Nepal (9/15) 


   


Module 3: Comparing Democratic Political Systems 


• Quiz: Cases and Concepts in Comparative Politics, "Democratic Regimes,"  ch.6 (9/19) 


• Written assignment: What is Undermining Democracy? (9/22) 


• Quiz: Cases and Concepts in Comparative Politics, "Developed Democracies," ch.7 (9/26) 


• Quiz: Case Study of Politics in the United Kingdom (9/29) 


• Quiz: Case Study of Politics in France (10/3) 


• Written assignment: Multiculturalism versus Assimilation and Anti-Immigrant sentiment in 


French Politics (10/6) 


• Quiz: Case Study of Politics in Japan (10/10) 


• Written Assignment: Explaining the Rise of Authoritarian Values in Developed Democracies 


(10/13) 


  


 Module 4: Comparing Non-Democratic Political Systems 


• Quiz: Cases and Concepts in Comparative Politics, "Non-Democratic Regimes," ch.8 (10/17) 


• Written assignment: The Resource Curse - Do Resources Hinder Democracy? (10/20) 


• Quiz: Case Study of Politics in Iran (10/24) 


  


 Module 5: Comparing Communist and Post-Communist Countries 


• Quiz: Cases and Concepts in Comparative Politics, "Communism and Post-Communism," ch. 9 


(10/27) 


• Written assignment: Explaining Variations in the Success of Post-Communist Countries (10/31) 


• Quiz: Case Study of Politics in Russia (11/3) 


• Quiz: Case Study of Politics in China (11/7) 


  


  







Module 6: Comparing Developing Countries; Comparing Transitions to Democracy 


• Quiz: Cases and Concepts in Comparative Politics, "Developing Countries," ch.10 (11/10) 


• Written assignment: Overcoming the Middle Income Trap (11/14) 


• Quiz:  Case Study of Politics in Mexico (11/17) 


• Quiz:  Case Study of Politics in Nigeria (11/21)  


• Quiz: Case Study of Politics in South Africa (11/28) 


• Written assignment: Comparing the Transition to Democracy in South Africa and Zimbabwe 


(12/1) 


  








Syllabus 


POS 4284: Judicial Process and Politics 


Fall 2021 


Instructor Contact 


Instructor Nathan Ilderton 


Office 305A Howard Philips Hall 


Office Hours 


1:00pm-4:00pm Monday; 10:00am-1:00pm Wednesday 


During office hours I will be available in the course chat 


room. Face to face walk-ins in my office are welcome 


during these times. No appointment necessary during office 


hours. Zoom meetings are available upon request. 


Phone 407-823-2608 


E-mail 


Please contact me via the email function within webcourses 


for all class related emails. Click my profile under people 


and select send message.  If webcourses is down you can 


reach me via my University email: 


Nathan.Ilderton@ucf.edu. 


  


Course Information 


Course Name Judicial Process and Politics 


Course ID & Section POS 4284 Section W62 


Credit Hours 3 


Semester/Year Fall 2021 


Location Online 


  


Course Description 


This class is a study of the U.S. court system, its processes, participants, structure, and policy impact. 


This is not a course on the law, but on the branch of government charged with interpreting the law. We 


will examine state and federal court systems, the key participants in the legal process (judges, lawyers, 
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special interest, etc.), and the process by which decisions are made in the judicial branch. We will also 


examine the impact of these decisions on public policy. 


  


Course Objectives 


The first objective is to understand the basic procedures of the judicial process. However, we must also 


recognize that Article 3 of the Constitution is the shortest article describing a branch of government. It 


left wide open the structure of the judicial branch below the Supreme Court, issues of jurisdiction, and 


even the process by which judges render decisions. This means that the judicial process and structure of 


the judiciary as we see it today was created by a political process. Further, the effects of judicial 


decisions are deeply political. Therefore, we will go beyond just a simple understanding of the 


mechanics of the judicial process and seek to understand the political nature of its creation and its 


political impact 


Required Text 


• David W. Neubauer and Stephen S. Meinhold. Judicial Process: Law, Courts, and Politics in the 


United States, 7th edition (Cengage Learning). 


Course Requirements 


This course is divided into two parts. Each parts include six lectures videos between 30 minutes and one 


hour in length. Assignments within each part include one quiz for each lecture, two discussion 


assignments, and one film assignment consisting of a film to be viewed and a 1000 word essay. Each 


part will be open for seven weeks. Part 1 will open at 12:01 am Monday, August 23rd and close at 


11:59pm on Sunday, October 10th. Part 2 will open at 12:01 am on Monday October 18th and close at 


11:59pm on Sunday, December 5th. All assignments  will be available for the entirety of the time its part 


is open. During the week following Part I and during the University Final Exam Week, an exam will be 


available for completion. The midterm must be completed between 12:01am, Monday, October 11th 


and 11:59pm, Sunday, October 17th. The final exam must be completed between Sunday, December 5th 


and Saturday, December 11th. 


Missed Assignments/Make-Ups/Extra Credit 


I will not allow missed assignments to be made up without a documented university excused absence. If 


you know ahead of time that you will be unable to complete a module on time please inform me prior to 


the closing time. If you cannot inform me ahead of time, please inform me within one business day of 


the closing of the module either via phone or email. Date and time of makeup modules will be 


determined by the instructor on a case by case basis. I reserve the right to change the format and 


questions of makeup modules at my discretion. 


Evaluation and Grading 


Each lecture will consist of assigned background reading from the text and a video. Each lecture has a 


quiz associated with it. Quizzes consist of true/false and multiple choice questions. True/false and 


multiple choice questions will be worth one point each. Your quiz grade will be computed by dividing the 







total points earned during the semester by the total points available. Quizzes are listed under the 


quizzes tab on the course menu. 


Each half of the class will include two discussion questions in which you will be asked to interact with 


your classmates. Each discussion contribution will be graded on a 10 point scale based on the accuracy 


of the answer to the question posed and the quality of the interaction with fellow students. These are 


listed under the discussions tab of the course menu. 


Each half of the class will include a film assignment. These  assignments require you to watch a film and 


respond to it in a 1000 word essay using questions I assign as a guide to writing the paper. These 


assignments will be graded on a 100 point scale. These will be listed under the assignments tab on the 


course menu and will have there own pages linked in the course homepage. 


During the dates listed above, an exam will be available which you are required to complete. Exams 


consist of five short answer questions from the material covered in the half of the class it ends. The 


second exam is not cumulative. Exam questions should be answered in one or two paragraphs each. 


Answers should be original (i.e. not cut and pasted from course modules or copied from the textbook).  


Once you begin a quiz, discussion, or film assignment there is no time limit for it to be completed. There 


is a 60 minute time limit for the completion of exams. Also, be aware that you only get one attempt to 


complete a quiz or exam, i.e. once you start a quiz or exam you must complete it. 


Assignments will be weighted in the following manner for calculating the final grade. 


Assignment Percentage of Grade 


Quizzes 20 


Film Assignments 20 


Discussions 10 


Exam 1 25 


Exam 2 25 


Total 100 


  


Final grades will be awarded according to the following scale. 


Letter Grade Points 


A 93.5 - 100 


A- 89.5 - 93.4 


B+ 86.5 - 89.4 







B 83.5 - 86.4 


B- 79.5 - 83.4 


C+ 76.5 - 79.4 


C 73.5 - 76.4 


C- 69.5 - 73.4 


D+ 66.5 - 69.4 


D 63.5 - 66.4 


D- 59.5 - 63.4 


F 59.4 or below 


  


Student Engagement and Financial Aid 


All faculty are required to document students’ academic activity at the beginning of each course. In 


order to document that you began this course, please complete the syllabus quiz by the end of the first 


week of classes or as soon as possible after adding the course. Failure to do so may result in a delay in 


the disbursement of your financial aid. 


The syllabus quiz is a five question multiple choice quiz and can be found under the "Quizzes" tab. The 


only purpose of the syllabus quiz is to satisfy the financial aid requirement for this class. It will not be 


included in the calculation of your final grade. 


UCF Creed 


Integrity, scholarship, community, creativity, and excellence are the core values that guide our conduct, 


performance, and decisions. 


Integrity 


I will practice and defend academic and personal honesty. 


Scholarship 


I will cherish and honor learning as a fundamental purpose of my membership in the UCF community. 


Community 


I will promote an open and supportive campus environment by respecting the rights and contributions 


of every individual. 


Creativity 


I will use my talents to enrich the human experience. 


Excellence 


I will strive toward the highest standards of performance in any endeavor I undertake. 



https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1385481/quizzes/2152656





Academic Integrity 


 Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of Conduct at 


<https://scai.sdes.ucf.edu/student-rules-of-conduct/Links to an external site.>. According to Section 1, 


“Academic Misconduct,” students are prohibited from engaging in 


1. Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information or 


study aids in any academic exercise unless specifically authorized by the instructor of record. 


The unauthorized possession of examination or course-related material also constitutes 


cheating. 


2. Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral means: The presentation 


of material which has not been studied or learned, but rather was obtained through someone 


else’s efforts and used as part of an examination, course assignment, or project. 


3. Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to another person, student, 


and/or uploading course material to a third-party vendor without authorization or without the 


express written permission of the university and the instructor. Course materials include but are 


not limited to class notes, Instructor’s PowerPoints, course syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, 


instruction sheets, homework, study guides, handouts, etc. 


4. Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work. 


5. Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the source, thereby 


attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s own. 


6. Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than once without 


the express written permission of the instructor. 


7. Helping another violate academic behavior standards. 


8. Soliciting assistance with academic coursework and/or degree requirements. 


Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating 


Students should also familiarize themselves with the procedures for academic misconduct in UCF’s 


student handbook, The Golden Rule <https://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/Links to an external site.>. UCF 


faculty members have a responsibility for students’ education and the value of a UCF degree, and so 


seek to prevent unethical behavior and respond to academic misconduct when necessary. Penalties for 


violating rules, policies, and instructions within this course can range from a zero on the exercise to an 


“F” letter grade in the course. In addition, an Academic Misconduct report could be filed with the Office 


of Student Conduct, which could lead to disciplinary warning, disciplinary probation, or deferred 


suspension or separation from the University through suspension, dismissal, or expulsion with the 


addition of a “Z” designation on one’s transcript. 


Being found in violation of academic conduct standards could result in a student having to disclose such 


behavior on a graduate school application, being removed from a leadership position within a student 


organization, the recipient of scholarships, participation in University activities such as study abroad, 


internships, etc. 



https://scai.sdes.ucf.edu/student-rules-of-conduct/

https://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/





Let’s avoid all of this by demonstrating values of honesty, trust, and integrity. No grade is worth 


compromising your integrity and moving your moral compass. Stay true to doing the right thing: take 


the zero, not a shortcut. 


Course Accessibility Statement 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all persons with 


disabilities. Students with disabilities who need access to course content due to course design 


limitations should contact the professor as soon as possible. Students should also connect with Student 


Accessibility Services (SAS) <http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/Links to an external site.> (Ferrell Commons 185, 


sas@ucf.edu, phone 407-823-2371). For students connected with SAS, a Course Accessibility Letter may 


be created and sent to professors, which informs faculty of potential course access and 


accommodations that might be necessary and reasonable. Determining reasonable access and 


accommodations requires consideration of the course design, course learning objectives and the 


individual academic and course barriers experienced by the student. Further conversation with SAS, 


faculty and the student may be warranted to ensure an accessible course experience. 


Campus Safety Statement 


Though most emergency situations are primarily relevant to courses that meet in person, such incidents 


can also impact online students, either when they are on or near campus to participate in other courses 


or activities or when their course work is affected by off-campus emergencies. The following policies 


apply to courses in online modalities. 


• To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text alerts by 


going to <https://my.ucf.eduLinks to an external site.> and logging in. Click on “Student Self 


Service” located on the left side of the screen in the toolbar, scroll down to the blue “Personal 


Information” heading on the Student Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the 


information, including e-mail address, cell phone number, and cell phone provider, click “Apply” 


to save the changes, and then click “OK.” 


• Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their instructors 


outside of class. 


Deployed Active Duty Military Students 


Students who are deployed active duty military and/or National Guard personnel and require 


accommodation should contact their instructors as soon as possible after the semester begins and/or 


after they receive notification of deployment to make related arrangements. 


Make-up Assignments for Authorized University Events 


Students who represent the university in an authorized event or activity (for example, student-athletes) 


and who are unable to meet a course deadline due to a conflict with that event must provide the 


instructor with documentation in advance to arrange a make-up. No penalty will be applied. For more 


information, see the UCF policy at <https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-401.pdfLinks to an external 


site.> 


Religious Observances 



http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

mailto:sas@ucf.edu

https://my.ucf.edu/

https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-401.pdf

https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-401.pdf





Students must notify their instructor in advance if they intend to miss class for a religious observance. 


For more information, see the UCF policy at 


<http://regulations.ucf.edu/chapter5/documents/5.020ReligiousObservancesFINALJan19.pdfLinks to an 


external site.>. 


Unauthorized Use of Class Materials 


There are many fraudulent websites claiming to offer study aids to students but are actually cheat sites. 


They encourage students to upload course materials, such as test questions, individual assignments, and 


examples of graded material. Such materials are the intellectual property of instructors, the university, 


or publishers and may not be distributed without prior authorization. Students who engage in such 


activity are in violation of academic conduct standards and may face penalties.  


Unauthorized Use of Class Notes 


Faculty have reported errors in class notes being sold by third parties, and the errors may be 


contributing to higher failure rates in some classes. The following is a statement appropriate for 


distribution to your classes or for inclusion on your syllabus: 


Third parties may be selling class notes from this class without my authorization. Please be aware that 


such class materials may contain errors, which could affect your performance or grade. Use these 


materials at your own risk.  


In-Class Recording Policy 


Students may, without prior notice, record video or audio of a class lecture for a class in which the 


student is enrolled for their own personal educational use.  A class lecture is defined as a formal or 


methodical oral presentation as part of a university course intended to present information or teach 


students about a particular subject. Recording classroom activities other than class lectures, including 


but not limited to lab sessions, student presentations (whether individually or part of a group), class 


discussion (except when incidental to and incorporated within a class lecture), clinical presentations 


such as patient history, academic exercises involving student participation, test or examination 


administrations, field trips, and private conversations is prohibited. Recordings may not be used as a 


substitute for class participation and class attendance, and may not be published or shared without the 


written consent of the faculty member. Failure to adhere to these requirements may constitute a 


violation of the University’s Student Code of Conduct as described in the Golden Rule. 


 Third-Party Software and FERPA 


During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or software 


applications sometimes called third-party software such as a blog or wiki. While some of these could be 


required assignments, you need not make any personally identifying information on a public site. Do not 


post or provide any private information about yourself or your classmates. Where appropriate you may 


use a pseudonym or nickname. Some written assignments posted publicly may require personal 


reflection/comments, but the assignments will not require you to disclose any personally identity-


sensitive information. If you have any concerns about this, please contact your instructor. 


Campus Safety Statement 



http://regulations.ucf.edu/chapter5/documents/5.020ReligiousObservancesFINALJan19.pdf
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Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise in our class, we will all need to work together. 


Everyone should be aware of the surroundings and familiar with some basic safety and security 


concepts. 


• In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance. 


• Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall near the door. 


Please make a note of the guide’s physical location and consider reviewing the online version at 


http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.htmlLinks to an external site..  


• Familiarize yourself with evacuation routes from each of your classrooms and have a plan for 


finding safety in case of an emergency. (Insert class-specific details if appropriate) 


• If there is a medical emergency during class, we may need to access a first aid kit or AED 


(Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those items are located in this building, see 


http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/AEDlocations-UCFLinks to an external site. (click on link from menu on 


left).  (insert class specific information if appropriate) 


• To stay informed about emergency situations, sign up to receive UCF text alerts by going to 


my.ucf.eduLinks to an external site. and logging in.  Click on “Student Self Service” located on 


the left side of the screen in the tool bar, scroll down to the blue “Personal Information” 


heading on your Student Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the information, including 


your e-mail address, cell phone number, and cell phone provider, click “Apply” to save the 


changes, and then click “OK.” 


• If you have a special need related to emergency situations, please speak with me during office 


hours. 


• Consider viewing this video about how to manage an active shooter situation on campus or 


elsewhere. You CAN Survive an Active Shooter (Links to an external site.)Links to an external 


site.  


Deployed Active Duty Military Students 


If you are a deployed active duty military student and feel that you may need a special accommodation 


due to that unique status, please contact your instructor to discuss your circumstances. 


COVID-19 Statement 


I recognize and understand the difficult times we are all in. The COVID-19 pandemic impacts us all in 


many ways, including physically, mentally, emotionally, financially, academically, and professionally. I 


will work with you on challenges you may be encountering and to provide support to help you succeed. 


However, please keep in mind that I will hold you accountable, especially in terms of class attendance, 


participation, and contributions. 



http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html

http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/AEDlocations-UCF

http://my.ucf.edu/

https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk

https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk

https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk

https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk
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Masks in Classrooms 


UCF expects that all members of our campus community who are able to do so get vaccinated, and we 


expect all members of our campus community to wear masks indoors, in line with the latest CDC 


guidelines (Links to an external site.). Masks are required in approved clinical or health care settings. 


COVID-19 and Illness Notification 


Students who believe they may have been exposed to COVID-19 or who test positive must contact UCF 


Student Health Services (407-823-2509) so proper contact tracing procedures can take place. Students 


should not come to campus if they are ill, are experiencing any symptoms of COVID-19 or have tested 


positive for COVID-19. 


Students should contact their instructor(s) as soon as possible if they miss class for any illness to discuss 


reasonable adjustments that might need to be made. When possible, students should contact their 


instructor(s) before missing class. 


In Case of Faculty Illness  


If the instructor falls ill during the semester, there may be changes to this course, including having a 


backup instructor take over the course. Please look for announcements or mail in Webcourses@UCF or 


Knights email for any alterations to this course. 


Course Accessibility and Disability COVID-19 Supplemental Statement 


Accommodations may need to be added or adjusted should this course shift from an on-campus to a 


remote format. Students with disabilities should speak with their instructor and should contact 


sas@ucf.edu to discuss specific accommodations for this or other courses. 


  



https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated.html

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated.html
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Schedule 


Modules assignments and exams open at midnight on the open date and close at 11:59pm on the close 


date. 


Topic Readings Assignments Date Open Date Close 


Part 1: Weeks 1-7* 


Lecture 1: Politics of Law and 


Courts 
Judicial Process, Ch. 1,2 


Lecture 1 Quiz 


Discussion 1 


August 


23rd 


October 


10th 


Lecture 2: The Federal Court 


System 
Judicial Process, Ch. 3 Lecture 2 Quiz 


August 


23rd 


October 


10th 


Lecture 3: State Judicial 


Systems 
Judicial Process, Ch. 4 Lecture 3 Quiz 


August 


23rd 


October 


10th 


Lecture 4: Judges Judicial Process, Ch. 6 Lecture 4 Quiz 
August 


23rd 


October 


10th 


Lecture 5: Lawyers Judicial Process, Ch. 5 Lecture 5 Quiz 
August 


23rd 


October 


10th 


Lecture 6: Litigants, Interest 


Groups, and the Media 
Judicial Process, Ch. 7 


Lecture 6 Quiz 


Discussion 2 


August 


23rd 


October 


10th 


Film Assignment 1: Judicial 


Elections 
 Essay 


August 


23rd 


October 


10th 


Week 8 


Exam 1   
October 


11th 


October 


17th 


Part 2: Weeks 9-15 


Lecture 7: Civil Trials Judicial Process, Ch. 10, 11 Lecture 7 Quiz 
October 


18th 


December 


5th 


Lecture 8: Criminal Trials Judicial Process, Ch. 8,9 
Lecture 8 Quiz 


Discussion 3 


October 


18th 


December 


5th 







Lecture 9: Juries Judicial Process, Ch. 12 Lecture 9 Quiz 
October 


18th 


December 


5th 


Lecture 10: The Appeals 


Process 
Judicial Process, Ch. 13 Lecture 10 Quiz 


October 


18th 


December 


5th 


Lecture 11: Supreme Court 1 Judicial Process, Ch. 14 
Lecture 11 Quiz 


Discussion 4 


October 


18th 


December 


5th 


Lecture 12: Supreme Court 2 Judicial Process, Ch. 15 Lecture 12 Quiz 
October 


18th 


December 


5th 


Film Assignment 2: Antonin 


Scalia and Stephen Breyer 


Film 


 Essay 
October 


18th 


December 


5th 


Week 16 


Exam 2   
December 


5th 


December 


11th 


 


Note: All dates and times are subject to change by Dr. Ilderton. Be informed and routinely check the 


Schedule and Class Email or Announcements for any changes or updates. 


*Syllabus quiz for financial aid purposes due by end of 1st week of class or as soon as possible after 


adding the class. 
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COURSE DESCRIPTION 


 


Examines political issues, such as justice, economic distribution and social organization by 


exploring both classic and contemporary utopias and dystopias. 


 


READINGS 


 


The following texts are assigned for this course and are available for purchase at the University 


of Central Florida bookstore.  


 


1) Gregory Claeys and Lyman Tower Sargent, The Utopia Reader, NYU, ISBN: 0814715710, 


required 


2) Plato, The Republic, Dover Thrift, ISBN: 0486411214 


3) Thomas More, Utopia, Dover Thrift, ISBN: 048629583 


4) Edwary Bellamy, Looking Backward, Dover Thrift, ISBN 0486290386 


5) Aldous Huxley, Brave New World, Harper, ISBN: 0060850523 


6) Ernest Callenbach, Ecotopia, Heyday, ISBN: 159714293 


7) Margaret Atwood, The Handmaid’s Tale, Anchor, ISBN: 038549081X 


8) B.F. Skinner, Walden Two, Hacket Classics, ISBN: 0872207781  


 


 


COURSE ASSIGNMENTS 


 


 Four (4) exams      (35 points each) 


   


 Intentional Community Project (OPTIONAL)  (35 points) 


Due via Canvas, 2 DEC. 2021 


 


 Class participation      (10 points) 
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EXAMINATIONS 


 


FOUR (4) examinations will be made up of a combination of multiple choice, identification, and 


essay questions. The first exam will cover reading and lecture material from topics 1-2; the 


second exam will cover reading and lecture material from topics 3-4; the third exam will cover 


material from topics 5-7; the fourth exam will cover material from topics 8-10. Each exam is 


worth a maximum of 35 points.  


 


INTENTIONAL COMMUNITY PROJECT (OPTIONAL) 


 


Students will select a historical or contemporary attempt at establishing an intentional 


community and analyze the political, economic, and social principles underlying the community, 


along with the reasons for its success and/or failure. The instructor for the course will provide a 


list of communities that students can use to complete the assignment. Students will be allowed to 


select an alternative community not found on the list, but this will be contingent upon permission 


being granted by the instructor.  A student’s response must be between 4-6 pages, double-spaced. 


This assignment is worth a maximum of 35 points and is due on the last day that our class meets 


for instruction. An email will be sent during the term with further instructions/requirements 


regarding this project. 


 


GRADING 


The overall grade for the course will be based on the student’s performance on each of the above 


assignments. The maximum number of points a student can acquire is 160.  


The grading scale is based on the following point distributions: 144-160=A, 128-143=B, 112-


142=C, 96-111=D, 0-95= F.  


Grades will not be based on a curve and will reflect the quality of the work submitted.  


No extra credit opportunities will be available for this course. 


 


CLASSROOM POLICIES 


 


ATTENDANCE:  


 


Attendance is strongly recommended. Due to the uncertainty associated with the Covid-19 virus, 


there needs to be flexibility built within attendance policy. Keep in mind, though, that a 


significant amount the material used for assessments in this course comes directly from what is 


introduced during classroom instruction/discussions. 


 


As of Fall 2014, all faculty members are required to document students' academic activity at the 


beginning of each course. In order to document that you began this course, please complete the 


following academic activity by the end of the first week of classes, or as soon as possible after 


adding the course. Failure to do so will result in a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid.  







 


The assigned activity for this course requires students to access UCF webcourses and complete 


the assignment labeled “Student Data Sheet.” The completed data sheet must be submitted to the 


instructor via UCF webcourses prior to the deadline of 22 AUG 2021. 


 


MAKE-UP EXAMS: 


 


All students will be expected to take each of the examinations on the scheduled dates. In the 


event that a student has an excused absence on the date of the exams, he/she will have to take a 


make-up examination on a date and at a location selected by the instructor. Failure to take the 


make-up exam on the rescheduled date will result in a score of 0 for the examination. 


 


ACADEMIC HONESTY: 


 


All forms of academic dishonesty are prohibited at the University of Central Florida.  Academic 


dishonesty in any portion of your coursework (such as plagiarism on the paper or cheating on an 


examination) will result, at the very least, in your being assigned a failing grade for the course. If 


you’re uncertain as to what constitutes cheating or plagiarism or if you have any other concerns 


related to academic dishonesty, be sure to discuss the matter with the instructor. “Better safe than 


sorry” is good advice in matters involving academic integrity. 


 


EXPECTED STUDENT CONDUCT: 


 


The University of Central Florida (UCF) is dedicated not only to the advancement of knowledge 


and learning but is concerned with the development of responsible personal and social conduct.  


By enrolling at UCF, a student assumes the responsibility for becoming familiar with and 


abiding by the general rules of conduct.  The primary responsibility for managing the classroom 


environment rests with the faculty.  Students who engage in any prohibited or unlawful acts that 


result in disruption of a class may be directed by the faculty member to leave the class.   


Violation of any classroom or university rules may lead to disciplinary action up to and including 


expulsion from UCF.   Disciplinary action could include being withdrawn from class, disciplinary 


warning, probation, suspension, expulsion, or other appropriate and authorized actions.   


 


COURSE OBJECTIVE & FORMAT: 


 


The purpose of this course is to familiarize students with the variety of political ideologies that 


have arisen in the Western world since the late 17th century. The course will thus be organized 


around this diversity, which is meant to provide students with the tools necessary to understand 


the application of these ideologies, both historically and in the contemporary world. 


 


In general, the class will be conducted as a mixture of lecture and discussion and will provide the 


student with a forum to raise any questions he/she may have concerning the material covered in 


lectures and in the assigned readings. 


 


COURSE OUTLINE 
 







Here is a week-by-week list of topics, examination dates, and associated readings.   


 


DISCLAIMER: The schedule is subject to change if certain topics prove to require more or less 


time. 


 


 


Topic 1: Introduction to Political Utopia/Dystopia: establishing a basis for comparison. 


 


Readings: Gregory Claeys and Lyman Tower Sargent, The Utopia Reader, Introduction 


 


 


Topic 2: Evolution of Utopian Thought: Plato, The Republic 


 


Readings: Plato, The Republic (read entire book) 


 


EXAM 1: 30 SEPT 2021 
 


Topic 3: Evolution of Utopia Thought: Thomas More, Utopia 


 


Readings:  Thomas More, Utopia (read entire book) 


 


 


Topic 4: Evolution of Utopian Thought: Bacon, Campanella, and Harrington 


 


Readings: Gregory Claeys and Lyman Tower Sargent, The Utopia Reader, pp. 106-125, 137-140  


 


 


EXAM 2: 21 OCT 2021 
 


Topic 5: Utopian Socialism 


 


Readings: Gregory Claeys and Lyman Tower Sargent, The Utopia Reader, pp. 192-205, 207-219 


 


 


Topic 6: Marxism and Utopia 


 


Readings: Gregory Claeys and Lyman Tower Sargent, The Utopia Reader, pp. 227-228 


 


 


Topic 7: Anarchism and Utopia 


 


Readings:  Gregory Claeys and Lyman Tower Sargent, The Utopia Reader, pp. 170-175, 407-


420 


EXAM 3: 11 NOV 2021 







 


 


Topic 8: Victorian Socialism 


 


Readings: Edward Bellamy, Looking Backward (entire book); Gregory Claeys and Lyman Tower 


Sargent, The Utopia Reader, pp. 273-29, 312-319 


 


 


Topic 9: Dystopia 


 


Readings: Aldous Huxley, Brave New World (read entire book); Margaret Atwood, The 


Handmaid’s Tale (read entire book); Gregory Claeys and Lyman Tower Sargent, The Utopia 


Reader, 398-407 


 


 


Topic 10: Modern Utopia 


 


Readings: B.F. Skinner, Walden Two (read entire book) and Ernest Callenbach, Ecotopia (read 


entire book) 


 


 


EXAM 4: 07 DEC 2021 from 4-650PM 
 


I hope you enjoy the class and feel free to contact me if you have any questions. 


 


SPECIAL RULES: 


 


In accordance with state and federal law, instructors at the University of Central Florida cannot 


release information relating to the academic performance of students to persons other than the 


staff without the student’s written consent. In order for this information to be given out at request 


of a third party, the student must first sign a consent form to release their educational records.  








POS2041 Syllabus 


Instructor Contact 


Instructor Dr. Bruce M. Wilson 


Office Phillips Hall 305E 


Office Hours 


Dr. Wilson's Office Hours: Monday and Tuesday 9:00-11:00 & by 


appointment. 


Four GTAs have been assigned to this class, they will help me with grading 


(although I am responsible for all final grades) and, if need be, they can help 


you understand the material better. 


GTA (Graduate Teaching Assistant) 


• xxxxx 


You can contact your GTAs using the Canvas email system 


Homepages http://politicalscience.cos.ucf.edu/people/wilson-bruce/ 


Phone 407-823-2608 


E-mail 
Please use the CANVAS Inbox for all email communication with me and/or 


the GTAs. 


 


Course Information 


Course Name POS2041 American National Government 


Credit Hours 3 Credit Hours 


Semester/Year Fall 2021 


Location Completely online (no required face-to-face meetings) 


 







Required Free Textbook (Click on the image below.) 


 
 


Good news: The enhanced UCF POS2041 eTextbook 


editionLinks to an external site. is available free-of-charge. 


*If you want a print version of the textbook, you can buy it 


on  Amazon (Links to an external site.). 


  


  


  
 


Course Requirements 


Civic Literacy 


Objectives 


As part of the 2017 legislative session, a new requirement for students initially entering 


college in the 2018-19 academic year to demonstrate civic literacy has been enacted 


(see section 1007.25(4), Florida Statute). One way for students to demonstrate civic 


literacy is to successfully complete POS 2041 that address the following four learner 


outcomes that are included in this course: 


1. Students will develop and demonstrate an understanding of the basic principles and 


practices of American democracy and how they are applied in our Federated form of 


government. 


2. Students will develop and demonstrate an understanding of the United States 


Constitution and its application. 


3. Students will develop and demonstrate knowledge of the founding documents and 


how they have shaped the nature and functions of our institutions of self-governance. 


4. Students will develop and demonstrate an understanding of landmark Supreme Court 


cases, landmark legislation, and landmark executive actions and their impact on law 


and society. 



https://pressbooks.online.ucf.edu/pos2041bw/

https://pressbooks.online.ucf.edu/pos2041bw/

https://www.amazon.com/dp/1947172654

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.leg.state.fl.us%2FStatutes%2Findex.cfm%3FApp_mode%3DDisplay_Statute%26Search_String%3D%26URL%3D1000-1099%2F1007%2FSections%2F1007.25.html&data=02%7C01%7CKEISHA.HOERRNER%40UCF.EDU%7Caa38b1b9efcb4e9dc6e508d5af861116%7Cbb932f15ef3842ba91fcf3c59d5dd1f1%7C0%7C0%7C636607912703876043&sdata=kg2OtYgaRHyPI9qpfIwwn8XjjxjVRK7FcNTVWlFcyWE%3D&reserved=0





Assignments • You are responsible for: 


o Keeping track of all deadlines and uploading your work before those deadlines 


o Keeping a copy of all assignments for this class 


o Checking that your grades posted online are correct; 


▪ Discrepancies must be reported to the instructor within 3 days of being 


posted. 


Late, make-up, 


and extra credit 


work 


• Your lowest module grade can be replaced by taking the optional final exam. 


o This policy accommodates any and all reasons for missing a module: illness, 


family vacation, missing deadlines, etc. (no need to inform me, just take the 


optional final exam). 


• Other late work (initial discussion postings and essays) will be penalized at a rate 


of 20% per day late (including weekend days and holidays unless otherwise noted in 


the module). 


• Because discussion postings cannot be made after the discussion is closed - NO late 


postings are possible once the discussion ends. 


• No work will be accepted more than five days after the deadline (or three days after 


the deadline for the final exam). 


• There are no substitute assignments and positively NO EXTRA CREDIT, so please 


don't ask! 


 


Evaluation and Grading 


The following scale will be used for the assignment of final grades. I use traditional rounding 


up/down of grades, e.g., 89.5 will be rounded up to an "A"; 89.4 remains a "B." 


Letter Grade Points 


A 90-100 


B 80-89 


C 70-79 


D 60-69 


F 59 or below 







  


Assignment Percentage of Grade 


Module #1  All parts must be completed; worth 2% of your final class grade 


Modules #2 through #8 Each substantive Module is worth 14% of your final class grade 


Optional Final Exam  


You can replace your lowest module grade by taking the Optional Final 


Exam.  


If your lowest module grade is higher than your graded earned on the 


optional final exam, then the exam grade will not lower your overall class 


grade. 


Total 100% 


 


Schedule 


Module Dates Topic/Module Readings 


PART I: INTRODUCTION TO AMERICAN NATIONAL GOVERNMENT 


Aug 23 - 30 Module #1: Introduction  Chapter 1 


Aug 26 - Sept 7 
Module #2: US Government Foundations, Constitution, and 


Federalism 
Chapters 2 & 3 


PART II: RIGHTS AND LIBERTIES 


Sept 6 - 20 Module #3: Civil Rights and Liberties Chapters 4 & 5 


PART III: THE POLITICS OF DEMOCRACY 







Sept 20 - Oct 4 Module #4: Interest Groups and Political Parties Chapters 9 & 10 


Oct 4 - 18 Module #5: Campaigns and Elections Chapters 7  


Oct 18 - Nov 1 Module #6: Public Opinion, Voting. Politics and the Media Chapter 6 & 8 


PART IV: INSTITUTIONS 


Nov 1 - 15 Module #7: Congress and the Presidency Chapters 11 & 12 


Nov 15 - 29 Module #8: The Courts and the Bureaucracy  Chapters 13 & 15  


Nov 29 – Dec 6 Optional Final Exam, uploaded before 11 pm all textbook chapters 


NB. Full deadlines details are available in each module instructions (and in the live schedule 


below). 


Attendance Policy 


Because this is a completely online class with no face-to-face meetings, there is no attendance 


policy, but you do need to keep up with the pace of the class and participate in all parts of each 


of the modules. NB.  Modules with discussions contain two deadlines; that is, not all work for a 


module can be done on the last day listed on the Schedule. You must read each module's 


instructions for a list of deadlines for the various assignments and deadlines (also  visible in the 


module instructions and the calendar. It is your responsibility to check these deadlines as soon as 


a module opens so you won't miss any due dates. 


NB: The federally-mandated attendance reporting policy requires you to complete an 


assignment before the end of the first week (before 5 pm on Friday). I will use the citizenship 


quiz for this purpose. It does not matter what score you receive on the citizenship quiz, but you 


must complete it before the deadline. Failure to do so might impact your financial aid and/or 


other support. FYI, if you score less than 70% on this quiz when you are applying for citizenship, 


you would fail and would not become a US citizen. 


Academic Honesty 







Plagiarism and cheating of any kind on any assignment will result in an "F" for that assignment 


and may be subject to appropriate referral to the Office of Student Conduct. for further action. 


See the updated UCF Golden Rule. for further information. Any module that contains any 


material that is identified by the professor as plagiarized will not be eligible to be dropped as 


your lowest grade. Please do not plagiarize! 


I will assume for this course that you will adhere to the academic creed of this University and 


will maintain the highest standards of academic integrity.  


I will also adhere to the highest standards of academic integrity, so please do not ask me to 


change (or expect me to change) your grade illegitimately or to bend or break rules for one 


person that will not apply to everyone. 


All your work must be done on your own; you are not allowed to collaborate on discussion 


postings, essays, or exams. In short, all your written work and work submitted for grading must 


be your own, original work. 


Sexual Harassment 


Title IX makes it clear that violence and harassment based on sex that interferes with educational 


opportunities is an offense subject to the same penalties as offenses based on other protected 


categories such as race, national origin, etc. If you or someone you know has been harassed or 


assaulted, you can find resources available to support the victim, including confidential 


resources, and information concerning reporting options at shield.ucf.edu. Perpetrators are 


subject to expulsion or termination and may also be subject to criminal penalties. 


Accessibility Statement 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all 


persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students 


with disabilities who need accommodations in this course must contact the professor at the 


beginning of the semester to discuss needed accommodations. No accommodations will be 


provided until the student has met with the professor to request accommodations. Students who 


need accommodations must connect with Student Accessibility Services, Ferrell Commons, 7F, 


Room 185, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting 


accommodations from the professor. 


Copyright 


This course may contain copyright-protected materials such as audio or video clips, images, text 


materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use doctrine in order to 


enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, download or distribute these 


items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for this online classroom environment and 


your use only. All copyright materials are credited to the copyright holder. 


Third-Party Software and FERPA 


During this course, you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or software 


applications sometimes called third-party software such as a blog or wiki. While some of these 


could be required assignments, you need not make any personally identifying information on a 


public site. Do not post or provide any private information about yourself or your classmates. 


Where appropriate you may use a pseudonym or nickname. Some written assignments posted 
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publicly may require personal reflection/comments, but the assignments will not require you to 


disclose any personally identity-sensitive information. If you have any concerns about this, 


please contact your instructor. 








POS 3122 (90970) State Government and Public Policy 


Fall Term 2021 


(August 23 – December 11) 


(Traditional/Lecture Course Format) 


(Tuesday & Thursday, 3:00 – 4:15 P.M., BA1 (0121)) 


(3 Credit hours) 


   


Part 1: General Course Information. 


Instructor: Alvin (AJ) Quackenbush 


Email: alvin.quackenbush@ucf.edu 


  


Office Hours: Fall 2021, online via Webcourses: Tuesday and Thursday from 1:30 – 2:30 P.M. 


and by appointment. 


  


Political Science Department Office: Howard Phillips Hall, Room 302 


Phone: (407) 823-2608   


Website: http://politicalscience.cos.ucf.edu/ 


  


Required Materials: “Governing States and Localities,” Smith and Greenblat, 7th ed., ISBN: 


9781544325422. 


 


Course Description: (3 Credits) 


State Government and Public Policy: A comparative study of American state governments, 


political processes, and public policies, with an emphasis on Florida.  







Major Course Learning Outcomes: 


1. Students will demonstrate their ability to distinguish between city, county, and township 


style governments. 


2. Students will demonstrate an understanding of the various police powers granted to state 


and local governments. 


3. Students will be able to determine law enforcement powers at the state and local level. 


4. Students will be able to identify land use laws and generate examples of how local 


communities have changed when confronted with zoning variances. 


5. Students will demonstrate how the government power of eminent domain has led to both 


positive and negative effects for community development 


6. Students will be able to identify the impact of state and local policies on minority groups 


and communities. 


7. Students will demonstrate through a variety of written assignments the ability to 


communicate effectively in written form. 


Topics and Discussion:  


Please keep in mind that in this course we will be analyzing and debating topics that are current, 


relevant, political, and sometimes controversial.  Some students may find that certain topics hard 


to discuss and there may be a level of discomfort.  Please keep in mind that the intent is to 


promote critical thinking, present alternative ideas, challenge preconceptions, and deepen 


important conversations.   


It is natural for students to sometimes feel overwhelmed.  If this happens, please advise me in 


class or afterwards via email. As always, the goal is to maintain a safe space for learning 


 


Part 2: Classroom Policies. 


Grading: Please keep in mind that all students are graded according to the same standards.  My 


goal is to be fair and consistent.  As a result, I do not make special exceptions for students that 


are not given to the entire class.  Also, students are not given special assignments that are not 


offered to everyone.  This would be unfair to the class.  Additionally, written assignments are 


graded according to course rubrics and assignment directions; points are NEVER taken off 


because of someone’s political ideology, party preference, or my personal views.  Any comments 


in that regard are not deductions.  They are designed to invoke critical thinking, present 


alternative ideas, suggest other narratives, challenge your arguments, etc.    


Attendance: Regular class attendance is expected.  There is a direct correlation between class 


attendance and overall success in the course.  All instructors/faculty are required to document 


students’ academic activity at the beginning of each course. In order to document that you began 


this course, please complete the following academic activity by the end of the first week of 


classes or as soon as possible after adding the course. Failure to do so may result in a delay in the 







disbursement of your financial aid.  There will be a 10 point syllabus quiz due on Friday, August 


27th during the first week of the semester to ensure student attendance in the course. 


Tardiness: Students who are coming to class are expected to be on time.  Students who are tardy 


disrupt other students and the overall learning environment, so tardiness is not 


acceptable.  Students who habitually disturb the class by talking, arriving late, etc., and have 


been warned may suffer a reduction in their final class grade. 


Email: It is the policy of this professor to communicate with you via UCF email or the 


Webcourses message system. Failure to check for e-mail messages will not be accepted as an 


excuse for missed work. 


Cell Phone:  Students are required to turn off all cell phones and electronic devices before the 


beginning of class because they can disrupt the learning environment. This means no text 


messaging!  If a cell phone vibrates or is audible, the student may be asked to leave for the 


remainder of the class.  If there is an emergency situation warranting the use of a cell phone 


during class time, the student must notify the professor in writing prior to the beginning of class. 


During a testing situation, if a cell phone vibrates or is audible, the student’s test or examination 


will be collected and the student will be asked to leave without an option for completion. 


Laptop Computers: Students may use their laptop, tablet, or “mini-computer’ (smart phone) 


during class to take notes or to access the Internet for research.  A student who uses this freedom 


in an inappropriate fashion may be asked to leave the class for that day or to turn off their laptop 


or phone.   


Protected Course Learning Materials:  Please keep in mind that students are not permitted to take 


personal video in class.  Also, all course learning materials are protected information and cannot 


be shared via social media or outside of the class canvas page.  In order to maintain a 


comfortable and private learning environment, students should not take screen shots of the 


course website.  This is to protect the privacy rights of you and your fellow students.  Such 


conduct may be determined to be a violation university policy and the student code of 


conduct.  Please see the "University Policies" section below for more information. 


  


Part 3: Course Activities: 


Syllabus Quiz: There will be a short syllabus quiz due on Friday, August 27th at 5 pm. during 


the first week of the semester to ensure student attendance in the course 


Weekly Quizzes: There will be 15 short chapter quizzes throughout the semester.  Each quiz will 


consist of 20 multiple choice questions and you will be given 60 minutes to complete these 


assignments.  Your lowest 2 quizzes will be dropped.  You can access the quizzes on the dates 


indicated in the syllabus and course calendar.   







Discussions: During the semester there will be 6 discussion posts related to current events, the 


media, and course outcomes.  Each is worth 20 points and your lowest score will be 


dropped.  The discussions will be completed in webcourses on our course page and will be 


graded according to the attached rubric.  Due dates and specific directions can be found on 


webcourses.  


Written Assignment: During the semester you will be required to write one short research 


paper. The assignment will be worth 100 points and graded according to the attached rubric.  The 


assignment will be type written and will be at least 2000 words (based upon the word count in 


Microsoft word), not including titles and work cited.  Papers that do not meet the minimum word 


count will not be accepted and no partial credit will be given to short papers.  The paper 


assignment will be posted on webcourses during the semester with specific details.  The due date 


will be included in the assignment and is listed in the course schedule at the bottom of the 


syllabus.  Keep in mind that it is your responsibility to make sure that your paper is attached 


correctly.  Late papers will be accepted with a penalty.  


*The University Writing Center (UWC) offers writing support to students from first-year 


to graduate in every discipline.  Below is more information about the center. 


University Writing Center 


Colbourn Hall 105 


Satellite Locations: Main Library, Rosen Library, Online 


407-823-2197 


http://uwc.cah.ucf.edu 


Examinations: There will be three exams in this course during the semester.  The tests will 


consist of fill in the blank, multiple choice and true/false questions.  The dates are listed in the 


schedule at the bottom of the course syllabus.  Any student not completing the examination will 


receive 0 of those possible points, and this will impact the final average in the course.  


 


Late Work Policy: The examinations should be taken on or before the date indicated in the 


syllabus.  Again, no makeup exams are available without the explicit consent of the instructor, 


which shall only be granted in cases of documented emergences.  All make up exams will be 


short answer and essay format only. 


**All graded materials in this course will be returned individually only by request. You can 


access your scores at any time using the Grades section of Webcourses@UCF.  Please note that 


scores returned mid-semester are unofficial grades**. 
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Part 4: Assessment and Grading Procedures 


Assignment Points Towards Grade (640 Total) 


Syllabus Quiz 10  


Weekly Quizzes 130  


Discussion Posts 100  


Exam 1 100  


Exam 2 100  


Exam 3 100 


Written Assignment 100 


  


Grading Scale: 


90 - 100 = A 


80 - 89 = B 


70 - 79 = C 


60 - 69 = D 


59 and below = F 


  


Part 5: University Policies. 


University Policies: The UCF Golden Rule Student Handbook is 


at http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/ and UCF policies and procedures can be found 


at http://policies.ucf.edu/. 


Withdrawal Policy: Withdrawal for each term begins after "Late Registration and Add/Drop" 


ends. Students may withdraw from a class and receive the notation of "W" until the date noted in 


the "Academic Calendar" of the Schedule Web Guide. A student may withdraw from courses 


using myUCF at https://my.ucf.edu, or by visiting the Registrar's Office (Millican Hall 161), 


certain college advising offices, or a Regional Campus records office. For a complete policy 


more information on withdrawals please go tohttps://www.academicservices.ucf.edu/ 


Student Code of Classroom Conduct: UCF is dedicated not only to the advancement of 


knowledge and learning, but is concerned with the development of responsible personal and 


social conduct.  By enrolling at the university, a student assumes the responsibility for becoming 


familiar with and abiding by the general rules of conduct.  The primary responsibility for 
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managing the classroom environment rests with the professor.  Students who engage in any 


prohibited or unlawful acts that result in disruption of a class may be directed by the professor to 


leave the class.  Violation of any UCF policies/procedures or classroom rules may lead to 


disciplinary action up to and including expulsion from the University.  Disciplinary action could 


include being withdrawn from the class, disciplinary warning, probation, suspension, expulsion, 


or other appropriate and authorized actions. So, act mature, treating others with respect, verbally 


or online. The UCF Student Code of Conduct is in the current Student handbook and more 


information can be found at http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/. 


Ethics: As reflected in the UCF creed, integrity and scholarship are core values that should guide 


our conduct and decisions as members of the UCF community. Plagiarism and cheating 


contradict these values, and so are very serious academic offenses. Penalties can include a failing 


grade in an assignment or in the course, or suspension or expulsion from the university. Students 


are expected to familiarize themselves with and follow the University’s Rules of Conduct 


(see http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/). 


Academic Integrity/Plagiarism: Plagiarism and Cheating of any kind on an examination, quiz, or 


assignment will result at least in an "F" for that assignment (and may, depending on the severity 


of the case, lead to an "F" for the entire course) and may be subject to appropriate referral to the 


Office of Student Conduct for further action. See the UCF Golden Rule for further information. I 


will assume for this course that you will adhere to the academic creed of this University and will 


maintain the highest standards of academic integrity. In other words, don't cheat by giving 


answers to others or taking them from anyone else. I will also adhere to the highest standards of 


academic integrity, so please do not ask me to change (or expect me to change) your grade 


illegitimately or to bend or break rules for one person that will not apply to everyone. 


Turnitin.com: In this course we may utilize turnitin.com, an automated system which instructors 


can use to quickly and easily compare each student's assignment with billions of web sites, as 


well as an enormous database of student papers that grows with each submission. Accordingly, 


you may be expected to submit assignments in both hard copy and electronic format. After the 


assignment is processed, as an instructor I receive a report from turnitin.com that states if and 


how another author’s work was used in the assignment. For a more detailed look at this process, 


visit http://www.turnitin.com (Links to an external site.). 


Religious Observances: Students are expected to notify their instructor in advance if they intend 


to miss class to observe a holy day of their religious faith. For a current schedule of major 


religious holidays, see the Faculty Center’s main web page under “Calendars,” and for additional 


information, contact the Office of Diversity Initiatives at 407-823-6479. 


Course Accessibility: It is my goal that this class be an accessible and welcoming experience for 


all students, including those with disabilities that may impact learning in this class. If anyone 


believes the design of this course poses barriers to effectively participating and/or demonstrating 


learning in this course, please meet with me (with or without a Student Accessibility Services 


(SAS) accommodation letter) to discuss reasonable options or adjustments. During our 


discussion, I may suggest the possibility/necessity of your contacting SAS (Ferrell Commons 


185; 407-823-2371; sas@ucf.edu) to talk about academic accommodations. You are welcome to 
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talk to me at any point in the semester about course design concerns, but it is always best if we 


can talk at least one week prior to the need for any modifications. 


Deployed Active Duty Military Students: Students who are deployed active duty military and/or 


National Guard personnel and require accommodation should contact their instructors as soon as 


possible after the semester begins and/or after they receive notification of deployment to make 


related arrangements. 


Disclaimer: Changes in the syllabus and/or schedule may be made at any time during the term by 


announcement of the professor.  It is your responsibility to stay informed of any changes. 


Diversity and Inclusion: One way to promote a safe and caring classroom community is to 


encourage each student’s unique voice, perspective, and presence. The following diversity 


statement gives professors language for explaining how students’ contributions will be valued: 


The University of Central Florida considers the diversity of its students, faculty, and staff to be a 


strength and critical to its educational mission. UCF expects every member of the university 


community to contribute to an inclusive and respectful culture for all in its classrooms, work 


environments, and at campus events. Dimensions of diversity can include sex, race, age, national 


origin, ethnicity, gender identity and expression, intellectual and physical ability, sexual 


orientation, income, faith and non-faith perspectives, socio-economic class, political ideology, 


education, primary language, family status, military experience, cognitive style, and 


communication style. The individual intersection of these experiences and characteristics must 


be valued in our community. 


Title IX prohibits sex discrimination, including sexual misconduct, sexual violence, sexual 


harassment, and retaliation. If you or someone you know has been harassed or assaulted, you can 


find resources available to support the victim, including confidential resources and information 


concerning reporting options at www.shield.ucf.edu and http://cares.sdes.ucf.edu/. 


If there are aspects of the design, instruction, and/or experiences within this course that result in 


barriers to your inclusion or accurate assessment of achievement, please notify the instructor as 


soon as possible and/or contact Student Accessibility Services. 


For more information on diversity and inclusion, Title IX, accessibility, or UCF’s complaint 


processes contact: 


 Title IX – OIE – http://oie.ucf.edu/ & askanadvocate@ucf.edu 


 Disability Accommodation – Student Accessibility Services 


– http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/ & sas@ucf.edu 


 Diversity and Inclusion Training and Events – www.diversity.ucf.edu 


 Student Bias Grievances – Just Knights response team – http://jkrt.sdes.ucf.edu/ 


 UCF Compliance and Ethics Office 


– http://compliance.ucf.edu/ & complianceandethics@ucf.edu 


 Ombuds Office – http://www.ombuds.ucf.edu  
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Part 6: Campus Safety Statement.  


Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise during class, everyone needs to work 


together. Students should be aware of their surroundings and familiar with some basic safety and 


security concepts.  


 In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance. 


 Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall near the 


door. Students should make a note of the guide’s physical location and review the online 


version at <http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html>. 


 Students should know the evacuation routes from each of their classrooms and have a 


plan for finding safety in case of an emergency. 


 If there is a medical emergency during class, students may need to access a first-aid kit or 


AED (Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those are located, see 


<http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/AEDlocations-UCF> (click on link from menu on left). 


 To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text 


alerts by going to <https://my.ucf.edu> and logging in. Click on “Student Self Service” 


located on the left side of the screen in the toolbar, scroll down to the blue “Personal 


Information” heading on the Student Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the 


information, including e-mail address, cell phone number, and cell phone provider, click 


“Apply” to save the changes, and then click “OK.” 


 Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their 


instructors outside of class. 


 To learn about how to manage an active-shooter situation on campus or elsewhere, 


consider viewing this video (<https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk>). 


 


 


Part 7: University COVID Policies 


University-Wide Face Covering Policy for Common Spaces and Face-to-Face Classes 


The University expectation is that students, faculty and staff wear masks while indoors, in line 


with CDC guidance and with Florida’s State University System and in an effort to help protect 


our campus community. However, neither the university nor individual faculty and staff 


members may require individuals to wear masks if they choose not to do so. 


  


Notifications in Case of Changes to Course Modality 


Depending on the course of the pandemic during the semester, the university may make changes 


to the way classes are offered. If that happens, please look for announcements or messages in 


Webcourses@UCF or Knights email about changes specific to this course. 
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COVID-19 and Illness Notification 


Students who believe they may have a COVID-19 diagnosis should contact UCF Student Health 


Services (407-823-2509) so proper contact tracing procedures can take place. 


Students should not come to campus if they are ill, are experiencing any symptoms of COVID-


19, have tested positive for COVID, or if anyone living in their residence has tested positive or is 


sick with COVID-19 symptoms. CDC guidance for COVID-19 symptoms is located here: 


(https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html) 


Students should contact their instructor(s) as soon as possible if they miss class for any illness 


reason to discuss reasonable adjustments that might need to be made. When possible, students 


should contact their instructor(s) before missing class. 


 


In Case of Faculty Illness 


If the instructor falls ill during the semester, there may be changes to this course, including 


having a backup instructor take over the course. Please look for announcements or mail in 


Webcourses@UCF or Knights email for any alterations to this course. 


 


Course Accessibility and Disability COVID-19 Supplemental Statement 


Accommodations may need to be added or adjusted should this course shift from an on-campus 


to a remote format. Students with disabilities should speak with their instructor and should 


contact sas@ucf.edu to discuss specific accommodations for this or other courses. 


Should this course shift to remote-only instruction, the university has provided several resources 


to assist students with learning: https://digitallearning.ucf.edu/newsroom/keeplearning/ 


 


Technology Access – Depending upon modality, this course might need to shift to remote or 


fully online instruction based on medical guidance. This course also could be fully online and 


thus it may require access to additional technology. If students do not have proper access to 


technology, including a computer and reliable Wi-Fi, please let the instructor know as soon as 


possible. Information about technology lending can be found 


at https://it.ucf.edu/techcommons/ and https://library.ucf.edu/libtech. 
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Part 8: Course Schedule. 


 


Fall 2021, August 23 – December 11, Traditional, Face-to Face Course Format 


Course Schedule: (UCF Calendars are at https://calendar.ucf.edu/2021/fall) 


All the dates and assignments listed below are tentative and can be changed at the discretion of 


the professor with proper notification via UCF email. 


 


Week 1: (August 23 – 29), Drop Refund Deadline August 27. 


Introduction, Chapter 1, Intro to State and Local Government. 


Syllabus Quiz due by 5:00 pm, on Friday, August 27th at 5:00 P.M.  


Chapter 1 quiz due, August 29. 


  


Week 2: (August 30 – September 5) 


Chapter 2, Federalism 


Chapter 2 quiz and Discussion 1 due September 5. 


 


Week 3: (September 6 – 12) 


Chapter 3, Constitutions 


Chapter 3 quiz due September 12. 


 


Week 4: (September 13 – 19) 


Chapter 4, Finance 


Chapter 4 quiz and Discussion 2 due September 19. 


 







Week 5: (September 20 – 26) 


Exam 1: Chapters 1 - 4, Thursday, September 23rd in class.   


 


Week 6: (September 27 – October 3) 


Chapter 5, Political Attitudes and Participation 


Chapter 6, Parties and Interest Groups 


Chapters 5 and 6 quizzes and Discussion 3 due October 3. 


 


Week 7: (October 4 – 10) 


Chapter 7, Legislatures 


Chapter 7 quiz due October 10. 


 


Week 8: (October 11 – 17) 


Chapter 8, Governors and Executives 


Chapter 8 quiz and discussion 4 due October 17. 


 


Week 9: (October 18 – 24) 


Chapter 9, Courts 


Chapter 9 quiz due October 24. 


 


Week 10: (October 25 – 31), October 29 – Withdrawal Deadline. 


Exam 2: Chapters 5 – 9, Thursday, October 28th in class.    


  







Week 11: (November 1 – 7)  


Chapter 10, Bureaucracy 


Chapter 11, Local Government 


Chapters 10 and 11 quizzes due November 7. 


 


Week 12: (November 8 – 14) 


Chapter 13, Education 


Chapter 13 quiz and discussion 5 due November 14. 


 


Week 13: (November 15 – 21) 


Chapter 14, Crime and Punishment 


Chapter 14 quiz and Written Assignment 2: due November 21. 


 


Week 14: (November 22 – 28), November 24 – 26, no class – Thanksgiving Break. 


Chapter 15, Health and Welfare 


Chapter 15 quiz and discussion 6 due November 28. 


 


Week 15: (November 29 – December 6) 


Chapter 16, Environment and Climate Change 


Chapter 16 quiz due December 6. 


 


Week 16: (December 6 – 11), Final Exam Period.   


Examination 3: December 9, from 1:00 – 3:50 pm.  Chapters 10, 11, 13, 14, 15, and 16. 





