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CPO3034.AW60: Politics of Developing Areas 
School of Politics, Security, and International Affairs 


3 Credit Hours 


Professor Information  
• Professor: Myunghee Kim  
• Office Location: Online 
• Office Hours: Online (MW 2:00-3:00pm). You can also request a zoom meeting. 
• Phone: 407-823-2608 
• Digital Contact: myunghee.kim@ucf.edu 


Teaching Assistants  


• GTA(s): TBA 
• Email: Webcourses@UCF messaging 


Course Information 
• Term: Summer 2024 
• Course Number & Section: CPO3034-AW60 
• Course Name: Politics of Developing Areas 
• Credit Hours: 3 
• Course Modality: W 
• Prerequisites: INR2002 or CI 


  


Course Description 
Comparative analysis of theories, problems and politics of development in Developing World 
nations. 


  


Required Textbook 
• Green, December, and Laura Luehrmann.  2022. Comparative Politics of the Global 


South: Linking Concepts and Cases. 5th Edition. Boulder, CO: Lynne Rienner 
(9781955055550). 
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• Payne, Richard J., and Jamal R. Nassar.  2016. Politics and Culture in the Developing 
World: The Impact of Globalization.  5th Edition. New York: Routledge 
(9780205075911). 


Library ebook link: 
https://go.openathens.net/redirector/ucf.edu?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.taylorfrancis.co
m%2Fbooks%2Fmono%2F10.4324%2F9781315663227%2Fpolitics-culture-developing-
world-richard-payne-jamal-nassar 


• Kesselman, Mark, and Joel Krieger. eds. 2006. Readings in Comparative Politics: 
Political Challenges and Changing Agendas. Boston, MA: Houghton Mifflin Company, 
Pp. 1-40 (copies are available at UCF main library circulation desk as course reserve. 
Each chapter is also available in the corresponding module). 


Student Learning Outcomes 
Comparative Politics 3034 explores the theories of political development and the determinants of 
democratic transitions with a focus on Less Developed Countries (LDCs) in Africa, Asia, Central 
and Eastern Europe, Middle East, and Latin America.  In addition, we apply the theories of 
political development in real world situations.  The course will investigate changes of political 
systems by analyzing four aspects: 


• political structures, political parties, governments, and their performance 
• historical-culture about the impact of colonial experiences on the societies and social 


group formation 
• behavior, particularly mass participation and the role of political leaders as well as 


military 
• global impact on the political and economic transition in developing countries. 


Course Activities 
• Two assignments (5% each) 
• Ten quizzes (6% each) and one final exam (30%) 
• The student should have regular access to the internet and plan on logging into the course 


at least twice each week, or students should plan on at least five hours’ worth of 
homework outside of class each week. 


Quiz Review 
After you finish each quiz, you have one chance to see which one you answered wrong. 
Accordingly, after each quiz, make sure you review those questions. 



https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgo.openathens.net%2Fredirector%2Fucf.edu%3Furl%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.taylorfrancis.com%252Fbooks%252Fmono%252F10.4324%252F9781315663227%252Fpolitics-culture-developing-world-richard-payne-jamal-nassar&data=05%7C02%7CMyunghee.Kim%40ucf.edu%7Ce034ad09832d4f62c73908dc5f0439d4%7Cbb932f15ef3842ba91fcf3c59d5dd1f1%7C0%7C0%7C638489718965348293%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cpTsrxH9Ee6ZnfcyOthUSUTtuNRo%2BtLWYPLVCzZNAdk%3D&reserved=0

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgo.openathens.net%2Fredirector%2Fucf.edu%3Furl%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.taylorfrancis.com%252Fbooks%252Fmono%252F10.4324%252F9781315663227%252Fpolitics-culture-developing-world-richard-payne-jamal-nassar&data=05%7C02%7CMyunghee.Kim%40ucf.edu%7Ce034ad09832d4f62c73908dc5f0439d4%7Cbb932f15ef3842ba91fcf3c59d5dd1f1%7C0%7C0%7C638489718965348293%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cpTsrxH9Ee6ZnfcyOthUSUTtuNRo%2BtLWYPLVCzZNAdk%3D&reserved=0

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgo.openathens.net%2Fredirector%2Fucf.edu%3Furl%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.taylorfrancis.com%252Fbooks%252Fmono%252F10.4324%252F9781315663227%252Fpolitics-culture-developing-world-richard-payne-jamal-nassar&data=05%7C02%7CMyunghee.Kim%40ucf.edu%7Ce034ad09832d4f62c73908dc5f0439d4%7Cbb932f15ef3842ba91fcf3c59d5dd1f1%7C0%7C0%7C638489718965348293%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cpTsrxH9Ee6ZnfcyOthUSUTtuNRo%2BtLWYPLVCzZNAdk%3D&reserved=0
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Make-up Exams and Assignments 
Do not miss quizzes and exams. Without instructor’s prior permission to a specific student and 
without official documents, there will be no make-up examinations. 


Make-up quiz/exam will not be scheduled after the "classes end" date. 


Late submissions are discouraged. Assignments submitted after the due date will be penalized by 
a deduction of one letter grade, and the deduction is accumulated by each class day. No work 
will be accepted more than a week after the due date. 


You have one submission for each assignment. Only Word (docx.) and pdf files are accepted. All 
other forms of submission will not be considered. 


Students who add this class later have a full responsibility to catch up with materials and 
announcements that they missed. 


Extra Credit 


No extra credit assignments will be permitted. 


Assessment and Grading Procedures 


Assignment Percentage of Grade 


Assignments 1, 2 5% (each) = 10% 


Quizzes 1-10 6% (each) = 60% 


Final exam 30% 


Total 100% 


  


Letter Grade Points 
A 90-100 
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B 80-89 
C 70-79 
D 60-69 
F 59 or below 


  


Course Schedule 
The success of online courses depends on your discipline. You need to follow this schedule your 
own: You have to follow the reading schedule, quiz, and assignment. If you have any question, 
contact me ahead. Do not wait until the last minute. 


Topic Assignments Open Close 


Getting started 
Two truths and one lie 
introduction (financial 
aid requirement) 


May 13, 8am  


Module 1: Research design, 
Comparative politics Quiz 1 May 15, 8am May 16, 8am 


Module 2: Concept of 
(under)development, Third 
World 


Quiz 2 May 20, 8am May 21, 8am 


Assignment 1 Reaction paper 1 May 21 
Due: May 22, 11:59pm 


Close: May 29, 11:59pm 
Module 3: Outcome of 
interdependence Quiz 3 May 23, 8am May 24, 8am 


Module 4: Theories of 
political development I Quiz 4 May 27, 8am May 28, 8am 


Module 5: Theories of 
political development II Quiz 5 May 30, 8am May 31, 8am 


Module 6: Domestic 
economy, Inequality Quiz 6 June 3, 8am June 4, 8am 


Assignment 2 Reaction paper 2 May 31 
Due: June 5, 11:59pm 


Close: June 12, 11:59pm 
Module 7: International 
economy Quiz 7 June 6, 8am June 7, 8am 


Module 8: Colonialism Quiz 8 June 10, 8am June 11, 8am 
Module 9: Social groups Quiz 9 June 13, 8am June 14, 8am 
Module 10: Religion Quiz 10 June 17, 8am June 18, 8am 
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Module 11: Religion - 
Application Quiz 11 (practice quiz) June 18, 8am June 19, 8am 


Module 12: Social groups 
(class, gender, ethnic 
groups) 


Quiz 12 (practice quiz) June 18, 8am June 19, 8am 


Final exam University schedule June 21, 8am June 22, 8am 


* Modules themselves open earlier and close later than quizzes. See module schedules. 


  


University Services and Resources 


Academic Services and Resources 


A list of available academic support and learning services is available at UCF Student Services. 
Click on "Academic Support and Learning Services" on the right-hand side to filter.   


Non-Academic Services and Resources 


A list of non-academic support and services is also available at UCF Student Services. Click 
on "Support" on the right-hand side to filter.   


If you are a UCF Online student, please consult the UCF Online Student Guidelines for more 
information about your access to non-academic services. 


Policy Statements 


Academic Integrity 


Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of Conduct. According to Section 1, 
"Academic Misconduct," students are prohibited from engaging in: 


• Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information 
or study aids in any academic exercise unless specifically authorized by the instructor of 
record. The unauthorized possession of examination or course-related material also 
constitutes cheating. 


• Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral means: The 
presentation of material which has not been studied or learned, but rather was obtained 
through someone else’s efforts and used as part of an examination, course assignment, or 
project. 



https://www.ucf.edu/services/

https://www.ucf.edu/services/

https://www.ucf.edu/online/resources/guidelines/

http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/process/roc
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• Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to another person, 
student, and/or uploading course material to a third-party vendor without authorization or 
without the express written permission of the university and the instructor. Course 
materials include but are not limited to class notes, Instructor’s PowerPoints, course 
syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, instruction sheets, homework, study guides, handouts, etc. 


• Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work. 
• Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the source, 


thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s own. 
• Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than once 


without the express written permission of the instructor. 
• Helping another violate academic behavior standards. 


For more information about Academic Integrity, students may consult The Center for Academic 
Integrity. 


For more information about plagiarism and misuse of sources, see “Defining and Avoiding 
Plagiarism: The WPA Statement on Best Practices”. 


Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating 


Students should also familiarize themselves with the procedures for academic misconduct in 
UCF’s student handbook, The Golden Rule. UCF faculty members have a responsibility for 
students’ education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to prevent unethical behavior and 
when necessary respond to academic misconduct. Penalties can include a failing grade in an 
assignment or in the course, suspension or expulsion from the university, and/or a "Z 
Designation" on a student’s official transcript indicating academic dishonesty, where the final 
grade for this course will be preceded by the letter Z. For more information about the Z 
Designation, see http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade. 


Course Accessibility Statement 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all persons 
with disabilities. Students with disabilities who need disability-related access in this course 
should contact the professor as soon as possible. Students should also connect with Student 
Accessibility Services (Ferrell Commons 185, sas@ucf.edu, phone (407) 823-2371). Through 
Student Accessibility Services, a Course Accessibility Letter may be created and sent to 
professors, which informs faculty of potential access and accommodations that might be 
reasonable.Determining reasonable access and accommodations requires consideration of the 
course design, course learning objectives and the individual academic and course barriers 
experienced by the student. 


Campus Safety Statement 


Fully online course sections (W, V)  



https://academicintegrity.org/

https://academicintegrity.org/

http://wpacouncil.org/node/9

http://wpacouncil.org/node/9

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/docs/goldenrule.pdf

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade

http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

mailto:sas@ucf.edu
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Though most emergency situations are primarily relevant to courses that meet in person, such 
incidents can also impact online students, either when they are on or near campus to participate 
in other courses or activities or when their course work is affected by off-campus emergencies. 
The following policies apply to courses in online modalities. 


• To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text 
alerts by going to <https://my.ucf.edu> and logging in. Click on “Student Self Service” 
located on the left side of the screen in the toolbar, scroll down to the blue “Personal 
Information” heading on the Student Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the 
information, including e-mail address, cell phone number, and cell phone provider, click 
“Apply” to save the changes, and then click “OK.” 


• Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their 
instructors outside of class. 


Deployed Active Duty Military Students 


Students who are deployed active duty military and/or National Guard personnel and require 
accommodation should contact their instructors as soon as possible after the semester begins 
and/or after they receive notification of deployment to make related arrangements. 


Copyright 


This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, images, text 
materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use doctrine in order to 
enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, download or distribute these 
items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for this online classroom environment and 
your use only. All copyright materials are credited to the copyright holder. 


  


Third-Party Software and FERPA 


During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or software 
applications sometimes called third-party software such as a blog or wiki. While some of these 
could be required assignments, you need not make any personally identifying information on a 
public site. Do not post or provide any private information about yourself or your classmates. 
Where appropriate you may use a pseudonym or nickname. Some written assignments posted 
publicly may require personal reflection/comments, but the assignments will not require you to 
disclose any personally identity-sensitive information. If you have any concerns about this, 
please contact your instructor. 


Make-Up Assignments for Authorized University Events or Co-curricular 
Activities 



https://my.ucf.edu/





8 
 


Students who represent the university in an authorized event or activity (for example, student-
athletes) and who are unable to meet a course deadline due to a conflict with that event must 
provide the instructor with documentation in advance to arrange a make-up. No penalty will be 
applied. For more information, see the UCF policy at <https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-
401.pdf> 


Religious Observances 


Students must notify their instructor in advance if they intend to miss class for a religious 
observance. For more information, see the UCF policy at 
<http://regulations.ucf.edu/chapter5/documents/5.020ReligiousObservancesFINALJan19.pdf>. 


The instructor reserves the right to adjust the syllabus in the 
course of the semester/session. 
  



https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-401.pdf

https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-401.pdf

http://regulations.ucf.edu/chapter5/documents/5.020ReligiousObservancesFINALJan19.pdf
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CPO 3104.DW60 Politics of Western Europe (60005)  
Summer 2024 


 


Instructor Contact Information 


Instructor  Dr. Barbara Sgouraki Kinsey 


SPSIA Office  Phillips Hall 302 


Office 
Hours 


Tuesday 12:00-2:00 PM; Wednesday 12:00-1:00 PM; or by 
appointment. Please contact me to set an appointment (via phone 
or zoom, or course chat). 


Phone  (407) 823-2608 


E-mail  Barbara.kinsey@ucf.edu 


GTA Name &  
Contact Information 


Ms. Nadine George 
Nadine.george@ucf.edu 
 


 


Course Information 


Course Name & Number  Politics of Western Europe  


Course ID & Section CPO 3104 – DW60 


Credit Hours  3 


Semester/Year  Summer 2024 


Location Web 


Prerequisites POS 2041 


 


Course Description: 
 
This course provides an introduction to European politics.  We examine the evolution, 
structures and operation of representative institutions across European countries and 
focus on particular themes, such as political parties and elections, government 
formation, policy making, political culture, and so on, across European countries, rather 
than on particular country cases.  We discuss the implications of different political 
institutions for different political, policy, and social outcomes.  
 
 



mailto:Barbara.kinsey@ucf.edu

mailto:Nadine.george@ucf.edu





Course Objectives: 
 
By the end of the course you will: 


• Have good knowledge of the structure and operation of European representative 
institutions 


• Have good knowledge of the implications of European institutions for political and 
policy outcomes 


• Use your knowledge on European institutions and their implications to think 
analytically on current European politics 


• Use your knowledge of European institutions and their implications to think 
critically on political and policy issues in European democracies 


 


Required textbooks: 
 
Paul Kubicek. 2021. European Politics. 3rd Edition. Routledge: London & New York 


Weekly Assignments  


The assignments are weekly and include quizzes, discussions, and writing 
assignments; they are designed to test your knowledge and understanding of the 
module material. The content of each module including description of assignments 
will be available on Friday of each week; you will have a week to submit your 
assignments (assignments are due by 11:00 PM on the following Friday).  After a 
discussion or writing assignment closes, comments on your assignment, a class 
announcement with general grading comments, an assignment grade, and a total grade 
for the module will be released by Thursdays, at least nine business days following the 
assignment’s due date; more details to follow in the weekly module overviews.  


Missed Assignments/Make-Ups/Extra Credit 


To submit late work the student will have to obtain the instructor’s permission 
first; permission will be granted depending on the circumstances that resulted in late 
submission.  The student will have at most one week from the assignment’s deadline 
to submit the work. There will be a penalty of one letter grade for all late work (except 
for cases involving overriding and well documented circumstances).   


Students who represent the university in an authorized event or activity (for example, 
student-athletes) and who are unable to meet a course deadline due to a conflict with 
that event must provide the instructor with documentation in advance to arrange a 
make-up; no penalty will be applied. Other overriding circumstances include own or 
family medical emergencies, religious holidays, severe weather conditions, military 
obligations, or legal obligations (i.e. jury duty). Pertinent, official documentation, will be 
required if you plan on requesting to make up a quiz or assignment due to such 
circumstances. 







There is an extra-credit assignment for this course.  
 


 


Evaluation and Grading 
 


Grade Categories Requirement Grade Weight 
 


Module One  5% 
 


Modules 2-5 Four Modules (2, 3, 4, 5) 65% 
 


Quizzes Seven Quizzes (2, 3, 5, 6, 8, 11, 12) 30% 
 


 
 


• Grading information on the specific assignment will be provided in the 
assignment itself. 


• To complete the course you ought to complete all assignments.  


• The following plus/minus grading system will apply in this course. 
A = 93+, A- = 90-92, B+ = 87-89, B = 83-86, B- = 80-82, C+ = 77-79,  
C = 73-76, C- = 70-72, D+ = 67-69, D = 63-66, D- = 60-62,  
F= 59 or below. 


Attendance Policy 


This course is web-based, fully online and considered a "W" course. Students are 
expected to fully participate in all online activities and to complete all assignments by 
the due dates. 


Federal Financial Aid Requirement: Recording Academic 
Activity Policy  


UCF must comply with a federal financial aid regulation that states that in order to 
receive federal aid, students must be actively academically engaged (according to a 
federal definition) in each course in which they are enrolled. All faculty are required to 
document students' academic activity at the beginning of each course. Without 
verification of this engagement, students will not receive their aid. 


In order to document that you began this course, please complete the assignments 
for Module One by the end of the first week of classes, or as soon as possible after 
adding the course, but no later than Friday, May 17. Failure to do so will result in a 
delay in the disbursement of your financial aid.   


 







Virtual Office Hours  


This course may use Zoom for meetings during office hours (or by appointment). 


Please take the time to familiarize yourself with Zoom by visiting the UCF Zoom Guides 
at <https://cdl.ucf.edu/support/webcourses/zoom/>. You may choose to use Zoom on 
your mobile device (phone or tablet). 


Please contact Webcourses@UCF Support at 
<https://cdl.ucf.edu/support/webcourses/> if you have any technical issues accessing 
Zoom. 


Professionalism and Student Conduct  
 


Students are expected to conduct themselves in a civil and professional manner. Profanity, 
or any other offensive behavior will not be tolerated. Repeated violations of professionalism 
will result in a reduction in course grade. 
 
If there is anything in the syllabus that is unclear, it is up to the student to contact 
the professor for clarification.  Also, it is the student’s responsibility to be informed of 
any class announcements posted in class Announcements or distributed via webmail. 
 


Academic Honesty 


Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of Conduct. According to 
Section 1, “Academic Misconduct,” students are prohibited from engaging in 


1. Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, 
information or study aids in any academic exercise unless specifically authorized 
by the instructor of record. The unauthorized possession of examination or 
course-related material also constitutes cheating. 


2. Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral means: The 
presentation of material which has not been studied or learned, but rather was 
obtained through someone else’s efforts and used as part of an examination, 
course assignment, or project. 


3. Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to another 
person, student, and/or uploading course material to a third-party vendor without 
authorization or without the express written permission of the university and the 
instructor. Course materials include but are not limited to class notes, Instructor’s 
PowerPoints, course syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, instruction sheets, homework, 
study guides, handouts, etc. 


4. Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work. 
5. Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the 


source, thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the 
student’s own. 



https://cdl.ucf.edu/support/webcourses/zoom/

https://cdl.ucf.edu/support/

http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/process/roc





6. Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than 
once without the express written permission of the instructor. 


7. Helping another violate academic behavior standards. 
For more information about Academic Integrity, students may consult The Center for 
Academic Integrity. 
For more information about plagiarism and misuse of sources, see “Defining and 
Avoiding Plagiarism: The WPA Statement on Best Practices.”  
 
Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating 
Students should also familiarize themselves with the procedures for academic 
misconduct in UCF’s student handbook, The Golden Rule. UCF faculty members have 
a responsibility for students’ education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to 
prevent unethical behavior and when necessary respond to academic misconduct. 
Penalties can include a failing grade in an assignment or in the course, suspension or 
expulsion from the university, and/or a “Z Designation” on a student’s official transcript 
indicating academic dishonesty, where the final grade for this course will be preceded 
by the letter Z. For more information about the Z Designation, click here.  
 


Student Accessibility 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all 
persons with disabilities. Students with disabilities who need disability-related access in 
this course should contact the professor as soon as possible. Students should also 
connect with Student Accessibility Services (SAS) <http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/> (Ferrell 
Commons 185, sas@ucf.edu, phone 407-823-2371). Through Student Accessibility 
Services, a Course Accessibility Letter may be created and sent to professors, which 
informs faculty of potential access and accommodations that might be reasonable. 
Determining reasonable access and accommodations requires consideration of the 
course design, course learning objectives and the individual academic and course 
barriers experienced by the student. 


Campus Safety Statement for Students in Online-Only Courses 


Though most emergency situations are primarily relevant to courses that meet in 
person, such incidents can also impact online students, either when they are on or near 
campus to participate in other courses or activities or when their course work is affected 
by off-campus emergencies. The following policies apply to courses in online 
modalities.  


To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text 
alerts by going to ucf.edu and logging in. Click on “Student Self Service” located on the 
left side of the screen in the toolbar, scroll down to the blue “Personal Information” 
heading on the Student Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the information, 
including e-mail address, cell phone number, and cell phone provider, click “Apply” to 



http://www.academicintegrity.org/icai/assets/FVProject.pdf

http://www.academicintegrity.org/icai/assets/FVProject.pdf

http://wpacouncil.org/node/9

http://wpacouncil.org/node/9

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/docs/goldenrule.pdf

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade

http://my.ucf.edu/





save the changes, and then click “OK.”  Students with special needs related to 
emergency situations should speak with their instructors outside of class. 


Viruses 


A virus can spell disaster. Your use of a reputable anti-virus program is a requirement 
for participation in this course (good ones include McAfee or Norton). 


Also, back up your files: Hard drives do crash and it is really inconvenient when they 
do. However, this is not a valid excuse for failing to get your work in on time. 


E-mail Protocols 


E-mail will be an integral part of this course. Make sure you: Check your e-mail at least 
once every 48 hours during regular business hours (more often is better). 


Be patient. Don’t expect an immediate response when you send a message. Generally, 48 
hours is considered a reasonable amount of time to receive a reply. Please note that your 
professor only checks and answers to e-mails during regular business hours. 


In the “Subject” heading include the course number and your last name. 


Be courteous and considerate. Being honest and expressing yourself freely is very 
important, but being considerate of others online is just as important as in the classroom. 


Make every effort to be clear. Online communication lacks the nonverbal cues that fill in 
much of the meaning in face-to-face communication. 


Do not use all caps. This makes the message very hard to read and is considered 
“shouting.” Check spelling, grammar, and punctuation (you may want to compose in a word 
processor, then cut and paste the message into the discussion or e-mail). 


Break up large blocks of text into paragraphs and use a space between paragraphs. 


Sign your e-mail messages. 


Never assume that your e-mail can be read by no one except yourself; others may be 
able to read or access your mail.  


Copyright 


This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, 
images, text materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use 
doctrine in order to enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, 
download or distribute these items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for 







this online classroom environment and your use only. All copyright materials are 
credited to the copyright holder. 


Technical Assistance 


For specific problems in any of the areas below or for further information go to the 
corresponding link for assistance. 


UCF Home Page will help find UCF resources.  


UCF Service Desk – You can also call the Service Desk at 407-823-5117. 


Learning Online This site provides information on study skills for distance learners, the 
library and the writing center. 


Buying a new computer or upgrading your current equipment – 
http://www.cstore.ucf.edu/ 


Technical Discussion Topic: If you have technical questions and/or problems, please 
post a message to the Technical Discussion Topic. I encourage members of the class 
who are technically proficient to also monitor this discussion topic and assist your 
classmates. 


If your equipment problems prevent you from using e-mail from home, there are many 
computer labs on campus and virtually every public library offers Internet access. 


Third-Party Software and FERPA 


During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or 
software applications sometimes called third-party software such as a blog or wiki. 
While some of these could be required assignments, you need not make any personally 
identifying information on a public site. Do not post or provide any private information 
about yourself or your classmates. Where appropriate you may use a pseudonym or 
nickname. Some written assignments posted publicly may require personal 
reflection/comments, but the assignments will not require you to disclose any personally 
identity-sensitive information. If you have any concerns about this, please contact your 
instructor. 


Deployed Active Duty Military Students  
 


If you are a deployed active duty military student and feel that you may need a special 
accommodation due to that unique status, please contact me to discuss your 
circumstances. 
 







Make-up Assignments For Authorized Events or Co-Curricular 
Activities  
 


Students who represent the university in an authorized event or activity (for example, 
student-athletes) and who are unable to meet a course deadline due to a conflict with that 
event must provide the instructor with documentation in advance to arrange a make-up. No 
penalty will be applied. For more information, see the UCF policy at 
<https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-401.pdf> 
 


Religious Observances  
 


Students must notify their instructor in advance if they intend to miss class for a religious 
observance. For more information, see the UCF policy at 
<http://regulations.ucf.edu/chapter5/documents/5.020ReligiousObservancesFINALJan19. 
pdf>. 
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CPO 3104.DW60 Class Schedule Summer 2024 
Week of Topic Assignments 


May 13 Getting Started “Learning online”    
 
See Module 1 
 
Due: May 17, 11 PM 
 


May 20 
 
 
 


Political and economic 
development in Europe 
 
The European Union: 
Institutions & Policies 


European Politics: 
Chapters 2 & 3 
 


• Quiz 2: Chapter 2 


• Quiz 3: Chapter 3 
 
Due: May 24, 11 PM 
 


May 27 
 


Political Parties & 
Elections 
 
 
 
 
 
 


European Politics:  
Chapter 7  
 
See Module 2: 
 


• Quiz 4: Chapter 7 


• Writing assignment 
(500-550 words) 
 


Due: May 31, 11 PM 
 


June 3 Legal Structures & 
Judicial Systems 
 
Political Culture &  
Citizen Politics 


European Politics: 
Chapters 6 & 8 
 


• Quiz 5: Chapter 6 


• Quiz 6: Chapter 8 
 
Due: June 7, 11 PM 
 


June 10 Parliaments: How They 
are Elected and How 
They Work 


European Politics:  
Chapter 4 
 
See Module 3: 


• Quiz 7: Chapter 4 


• On-line discussion 
(500-550 words) 


 
Due: June 14, 11 PM 
 







June 17 Immigration & multi-
culturalism 
 
 
 


European Politics: 
Chapter 10 
 


• Quiz 8: Chapter 10 
 


Due:  June 21, 11 PM 
 


June 24 Cabinet Formation and 
Heads of State 
 
 
 


European Politics: 
Chapter 5 
 
See Module 4: 
 


• Quiz 9: Chapter 5 


• Writing Assignment 
(500-550 words) 


 
Due:  June 28, 11 PM 
 


July 1 
 


The State and Economic 
Interest Groups 
 
Policy Outcomes 
 


European Politics:  
Chapter 9 
 
See Module 5: 
 


• Quiz 10: Chapter 9  


• On-line discussion 
(500-550 words) 


 
Due: July 6, 11 PM  
 


July 8 European Security & 
Foreign Policy 
 
 


European Politics: 
Chapter 11  
 


• Quiz 11: Chapter 11 
 


Due: July 12, 11 PM 
 


 
Note: All dates and times are subject to change by Dr. Kinsey. Be informed and 
routinely check the Schedule and class Announcements for any changes or updates. 
 


 
 


 






Physical Geography (Online)

School of Politics, Security, and International Affairs

3 Credit Hours



Table of Contents

· General Course Information

· Course Description

· Course Materials and Resources

· Student Learning Outcomes

· Course Activities

· Grading Information

· Course Schedule

· Policy Statements

Instructor Information 

· Instructor: Richard E. Tyre

· Office Location: TBD

· Office Hours: Monday & Wednesday: 1:00-2:30

· If requested in advance, Office Hours can be virtual via Zoom

· Phone: 407-823-2608

· Digital Contact: Richard.Tyre@ucf.edu

Course Information

· Term: Summer 2024

· Course Number & Section: GEO1200 BW60

· Course Name: Physical Geography

· Credit Hours: 3

· Class Meeting Time: At own pace

· Class Location: Online

· Course Modality: W

Enrollment Requirements 

Course Prerequisites (if applicable): none
Course Co-requisites (if applicable): none



Course Description

Basic physical elements of geography, including climate, landforms, soils, natural vegetation, minerals, and their integrated patterns of world distribution.

Course Materials and Resources

Required Materials/Resources

· Introducing Physical Geography, 5th or 6th Edition by Strahler.  UCF Libraries purchased the rights to this textbook for you to view and read online and the link is available here:

· https://ucf-flvc.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/01FALSC_UCF/14t48f1/cdi_jlu_ebooks_154.

· The book link is also available under announcements on Webcourses

 

Student Learning Outcomes

Course Focus

Physical geography is the study of the earth's dynamic systems: its air, water, weather climate, landforms, rocks, soils, plants, ecosystems and biomes and how humans interact with the earth's systems. Physical geography is the study of the world around you. It will help you to understand why afternoon rain showers and hurricanes frequent central Florida and what causes seasons. Everyone, every day, interacts with the earth's dynamic systems. I challenge you to join me on an exploration of the complex, and exciting world in which you live!

This is an introductory level college course in Physical Geography. It requires no prior experience with the subject.

Course Objectives

1. Use maps and graphs to analyze and interpret data and draw valid conclusions

2. Explain the causes of seasons and seasonal effects throughout the earth

3. Discuss the formation of major landforms, both domestic and international.

4. Discuss the composition, temperature profile, and function of the atmosphere.

5. Discuss the hydrologic cycle, and the distribution and allocation of water resources for humans.

6. Analyze patterns and consequences of human-environment interaction.

7. Analyze the geopolitical impact of the environment and environmental issues.

Course Activities

Each unit will include one or two activities to help facility learning.  Additionally, for each module, students will be required to complete one knowledge master quiz.  There are two non-comprehensive exams, a Mid-Term exam and a Final Exam.

 

Activity Submissions

All activities, quizzes, and exams are to be submitted online via the links provided.

Attendance/Participation

This is an online course, and students are to complete the material at ones own pace.  There is one Mid-Term Exam scheduled and one Final Exam scheduled.  All other activities are to be complete by the time of the final exam.  You must complete one assignment or quiz within the first week of class.  This will count towards your academic participation requirement for students on financial aid.

Assessment and Grading Procedures

		The table shows the weight distribution for each assignment.



		Assignment

		Percentage of Grade



		Quizzes

		25%



		Assignments

		25%



		Mid-Term Exam

		25%



		Final Exam

		25%



		Total

		100%





 







		The table shows the range for each letter grade and uses a plus/minus system.



		Letter Grade

		Percentage



		A

		93 – 100 %



		A-

		90 – 92 %



		B+

		87 – 89 %



		B

		83 – 86 %



		B-

		80 – 82 %



		C+

		77 – 79 %



		C

		73 – 76 %



		C-

		70 – 72 %



		D+

		67 – 69 %



		D

		63 – 66 %



		D-

		60 – 62 %



		F

		59 % and below





 

Consult the latest Undergraduate or Graduate catalog for regulations and procedures regarding grading such as Incomplete grades, grade changes, and grade forgiveness.

 







General Education Program

This course fits into the University of Central Florida’s General Education Program in the Science Foundations grouping.  In this course, students will gain a deep understanding of scientific methods and learn to connect and apply them to challenges facing society.  This part of the General Education Program is designed to help students learn to develop, assess, and apply models of systematic inquiry and to discover the relevance of such approaches to their lives in and beyond college.  This course will help students learn to critically read and evaluate information, compile data, and analyze findings through application and experimentation.

 

Additionally, throughout this course, students will also find elements from the University of Central Florida’s General Education Program’s Interpretation and Evaluation grouping, in which students will learn to assess and decipher information in a world full of conflicting sources and to employ social science models to produce knowledge.



To evaluate the General Education Program’s goals withing the Interpretation and Evaluation grouping, one assignment, the Climographs Quiz, is used.  This assignment requires the student to evaluate and interpret charts and graphs to identify global climates.

 

Course Calendar

 

This course is at your own pace.  The material opens on Monday, June 24 and you have until Friday, August 2 to complete all the work.

 

Each Module will feature one (1) or two (2) chapters.  Most chapters feature a lecture to watch, chapter PowerPoint presentation to follow at take notes, an online assignment, and a knowledge quiz. To maintain pacing in the course, it is advised to complete one module per week.

To keep pace with the material, I recommend you complete the following chapters by these dates:







Week of:



June 24: Modules 1 & 2

July 1: Modules 3, 4, & 5

July 8: Modules 6 & 7 (Mid-Term Exam)

July 15: Modules 8 & 9

July 22: Modules 10 & 11

July 29: Module 12 & Final Exam



 

University Services and Resources

Academic Services and Resources

A list of available academic support and learning services is available at UCF Student Services. Click on "Academic Support and Learning Services" on the right-hand side to filter.  

Non-Academic Services and Resources

A list of non-academic support and services is also available at UCF Student Services. Click on "Support" on the right-hand side to filter.  

If you are a UCF Online student, please consult the UCF Online Student Guidelines for more information about your access to non-academic services.

Policy Statements

Academic Integrity

Course Accessibility Statement

Campus Safety Statement

Deployed Active Duty Military Students

Copyright

Third-Party Software and FERPA

Title IX



 

 




World Political Geography 

GEO 3471 

Section BW60 

Spring 2024

Richard E. Tyre - Instructor 

School of Politics, Security, & International Affairs 

University of Central Florida 

Office Hours: Mondays and Wednesdays: 1:00-2:30

			If requested in advance, Office Hours can be virtual via Zoom           

Office:  302N Howard Phillips Hall 

Email: Richard.Tyre@ucf.edu 

  

Course Objectives 

Students will be able to: 

            -analyze the impact of political geography and its concepts on the global issues. 

            -appreciate the intersection between political science, international relations, and geography. 

            -understand the actors and stakeholders behind major global conflict issues. 

            -critically analyze the popular media and print for accuracy and political bias. 

            -participate in real-life simulated work in Political Geography. 

  

Course Focus 

We think of politics and geography as separate areas of interest; after all we have two separate disciplines, Political Science and Geography, each with their own institutional expressions, their own textbooks, etc. But in many ways they should be looked at as a seamless whole. Human geography is produced and politics is at the center of that production. Likewise politics always has a geography and cannot avoid it; think of the simple distinction between „domestic‟ and „foreign‟ policy or the structure of the American state: the idea of a distinction between state and federal governments and their respective, geographically defined, jurisdictions. Hence: Political Geography. 

  

In this course we will develop and apply a framework for looking at the world through this particular lens; making certain things stand out, eliciting attention that previously might not have been forthcoming. Political geography is everywhere: in the city, in the country that we call the United States, in the world, and, yes, in this lecture room. You cannot understand the world without it, though politicians, and geographers for that matter, have often tried to. It will open your eyes. 

  

Required Texts 

  

World Regional Geography by Caitlin Finlayson 

This is an open source book available at 

<https://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks/BookDetail.aspx?bookId=335> 

  

Media 

The course will utilize the BBC World News.  Every day, students should stay informed with global issues via the BBC website and World Service bulletin.  The World Service bulletin is a daily 5 minute presentation of the global news.  It is highly advised to stay current on global issues. 

This is easily accessed via: <news.bbc.co.uk>, then selecting Video and Audio. 

    

Supplementary Course Materials 

Supplementary course materials will include readings from articles, newspapers or websites.  

  

  

Final Grading Scale 

		A 	>  93 

		  

		B+ 

		87 – 89.99 

		  

		C+ 

		77 – 79.99 

		  

		D+ 

		66 – 69.99 



		A- 90 – 92 

		  

		B 

		83 – 86 

		  

		C 

		72 - 76 

		  

		D 

		62 – 65 



		  	  

		  

		B- 

		80 – 82 

		  

		C- 

		70 - 71 

		  

		D- 

		60 – 61 



		  	  

		  

		  

		  

		  

		  

		  

		  

		F 

		<  59.99 





  

Grading Criteria 

Quizzes: 40% 

Debate Analysis & Discussion Posts: 30% 

Final Exam: 30% 

  

· Quizzes 

Throughout the semester, quizzes will test your mastery of the information presented. These will not take place every week, rather, just in the weeks we examine different world regions.  

  

· Debate Analysis & Discussion Posts 

Throughout the second half of the semester, debate topics will post.  Students are asked to examine BOTH sides of these debate topics and prepare responses to discuss the merits of BOTH sides.   

Debate Topics: 

1: Supranationalism & Geopolitics 

2: Hegemony 

On weeks we analyze a region, a Discussion Post will be assigned. These will always be topics from the world of Political Geography. 

Grading for the discussion posts & debate topics is based on your performance against other students in the class.  I will analyze all of the posts for their thoughtfulness and analytics and then grade your post based on the class average.  For example, if your post is average, it will receive a “B” grade.  If it is slightly above average, it will receive a “B+” or “A-“ grade.  If it is excellent, it will receive an “A” grade.  If you are below the class average, you will receive a “B-“, “C” lower, depending on your writings. 

The use of AI (artificial intelligence) is prohibited.  You must represent your own work and not allow an AI service to represent your work.  Text analysis programs will be used to test for AI usage and the use of AI will not be tolerated. 

                                                                                                                       

· Final Exam (Due August 2)

A comprehensive final exam will be available final week of the semester.  

  

  

Attendance Policy: 

Each week, a different topic will be explored.  It is important that you stay up with the topics as, at the end of each week, we will finalize grades for that unit and move on.  Once grades are finalized for a unit, they cannot be changed.  Late work will not be accepted.  

  

In-Class Communication 

The style of learning in this class requires open communication and respect for all other opinions.  It is not my goal to force you to think as I think, but rather, to form your own global ideas and defend them.  Throughout the class, you may be called out to defend your ideas.  Do your best and just know that your inability to believe the same things I believe will NOT negatively affect your final grade, rather, I welcome healthy and constructive debate, but I do demand respect for differing opinions. 

Course Schedule 

Each module will open on the Monday of the week and must be completed by the following Monday, with the exception of the final week.  The Hegemony Module and Final Exam are due by Friday, August 2, the last day of the semester.  



Week of:  

June 24: Introduction to World Political Geography and Europe Modules  

July 1: Russia and North America Modules

July 8: Middle & South America and Sub-Saharan Africa Modules 

July 15: North Africa & Southwest Asia (Middle East) and South Asia Modules

July 22: East & Southeast Asia, Oceania, and Supranationalism Modules 

July 29: Hegemony Module and Final Exam Opens







  

  

University Services and Resources 

Academic Services and Resources 

A list of available academic support and learning services is available at UCF Student ServicesLinks to an external site.. Click on "Academic Support and Learning Services" on the right-hand side to filter.   

Non-Academic Services and Resources 

A list of non-academic support and services is also available at UCF Student 

ServicesLinks to an external site.. Click on "Support" on the right-hand side to filter.   If you are a UCF Online student, please consult the UCF Online Student GuidelinesLinks to an external site. for more information about your access to non-academic services. 



University Services and Resources

Academic Services and Resources

A list of available academic support and learning services is available at UCF Student Services. Click on "Academic Support and Learning Services" on the right-hand side to filter.  

Non-Academic Services and Resources

A list of non-academic support and services is also available at UCF Student Services. Click on "Support" on the right-hand side to filter.  

If you are a UCF Online student, please consult the UCF Online Student Guidelines for more information about your access to non-academic services.

Policy Statements

Academic Integrity

Course Accessibility Statement

Campus Safety Statement

Deployed Active Duty Military Students

Copyright

Third-Party Software and FERPA

Title IX
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INR2002 International Relations Theory & Practice (3 credits) 
School of Politics, Security, and International Affairs  


 
Summer B 2024 
6/24/24 – 8/2/24 


W – Asynchronous Online 


 
 


Course Syllabus 
 
  
Instructor: Maren J. Mainx  Term: Summer B 2024  
Phone: (407) 823-2608 Course Modality: W – Asynchronous Online 


Contact: maren.mainx@ucf.edu or 
Webcourses@UCF Inbox  


Office Hours: Wednesday 10am-12pm via 
Zoom or by appointment*  


  
*Please note that all meetings must be previously scheduled using the following link: 
https://calendly.com/mainx.  
If you wish to meet outside my office hours, please send me an email to schedule an 
appointment.  
 
COURSE INFORMATION 
 
Course Description: 
 
This course is designed to introduce students to the study of how states and people interact and to 
equip them with the analytical tools needed to think critically about complex international issues. 
The first goal of the course is to communicate the key concepts and theories of international 
relations, focusing on building a foundational understanding of the major paradigms: realism, 
liberalism, and constructivism. The second goal is for students to grasp lessons from major topic 
areas in international relations: international security, international political economy, and 
international law. The final goal of the course is to provide students an understanding of some of 
the major issues in contemporary international relations including human rights, transnational and 
non-state actors, unipolarity, foreign policy, and nuclear warfare. Throughout the course, students 
will discuss the applicability of IR theory to real-world and hypothetical issues. Through 
theoretical, historical, contemporary, and hypothetical lessons, students will develop their own 
abilities to evaluate key international issues and apply major lessons from IR to contemporary 
public policy issues, in addition to developing policy writing skills. 
 
Course Objectives: 
 
At the end of this course, you will be able to: 


1. Define the major theories of international relations and levels of analysis. 
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2. Explain fundamental facts about the development of the international system and major 
historical events. 


3. Evaluate current and future events using the theoretical frameworks from international 
relations history. 


 
Important Dates: 
 
Drop/Swap Deadline on myUCF Friday, June 28, 2024,11:59 PM 
Midterm Exam During Week 4 Module 
Withdrawal Deadline Friday, July 19, 2024, 11:59 PM 
Memo #1 Sunday, July 07, 2024 
Memo #2  Sunday, July 14, 2024 
Classes End Friday, August 2, 2024 
Final Memo  Friday, August 2, 2024 


 
Textbook (hard copy or digital): 
 


- (Required) Jon C. Pevehouse & Joshua S. Goldstein. International Relations (12th 
edition). New York: Pearson (2019). 


 
Note that there are many different editions of the Pevehouse/Goldstein text; the pages in this 
syllabus will be specific to the 12th edition, so if you choose to use a different edition, you will 
have to approximate the page numbers to match that version. You can use digital copies (available 
via multiple avenues for varying rental lengths or purchase options, including the Pearson site and 
VitalSource) or hard copies (via the UCF bookstore or other retailers).  
 
Additional course materials: 
 
Required non-textbook materials will all be linked via Webcourses@UCF in the appropriate 
modules. Students should pay close attention to the syllabus to know the course materials 
required for each module and are expected to complete all required readings in their completion 
of a given module. These readings reflect some of the more ‘classical’ pieces in IR literature; we 
will discuss up-to-date responses and emerging research trends in class. The readings are subject 
to change with advance notice. 
 
Graded Assignments: 
 
Class Engagement (20%) 
Memos #1 and #2 (30%) 
Midterm Exam (25%) 
Final Memo (25%) 
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Class Engagement (300 points):  
 
Because this is an asynchronous ‘W’ format course, students are expected to independently 
manage their engagement with the course material. This will include viewing required lecture 
videos, engaging in discussion board assignments, completing required readings, and 
submitting assignments on time. Class engagement will be evaluated based on the degree to 
which you satisfy each of these components, in addition to your completion of a syllabus quiz to 
demonstrate academic engagement (for financial aid dispersal). 
 
Memo #1 and Memo #2 Assignments (300 points): 
 
Students will submit two 2-page policy memos over the course of the class that evaluate a 
contemporary international policy issue through one of the theoretical approaches discussed in 
class. The instructor will assign both the theory and issue to be evaluated. The assignment will 
be distributed in class along with memo-writing guidelines, following the lecture on proper 
methodology for policy memo writing. 
 
Midterm exam (200 points):  
 
Students will take a timed virtual midterm exam during the Week 4 Module covering topics from 
the first half of the course. The instructor will provide information on the specific format and 
topics surveyed prior to the Midterm. 
 
Final Memo (250 points): 
 
In lieu of a final exam, students will submit one 4-page policy memo on a contemporary 
international policy issue of their choice that provides a policymaker with a review of the issue, 
lessons from IR theory that relate to the issue, and recommendations for future action related to 
the issue. More information on the assignment and submission guidelines will be announced in 
class. 
 
Grading Scale  
 
Letter Grade Percentage Total points 


A 93%-100% 925-1000 
A- 90-93% 895-924 
B+ 87-89% 865-894 
B 84-86% 835-864 
B- 80-83% 795-834 
C+ 77-79% 765-794 
C 74-76% 735-764 
C- 70-73% 695-734 
D+ 67-69% 665-694 
D 64-66% 635-664 
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D- 60-63% 595-634 
F 0-59% 0-594 


 
Course Format: 
 
This course will be delivered asynchronously online, via weekly Modules that are released each 
Monday and conclude the subsequent Sunday. It will last for 6 total weeks, meaning that weekly 
workloads and expectations will be roughly double what they might be in a typical semester 
week; students should plan to spend anywhere between 6-18 hours of work on this course per 
week (as guided by UCF’s Credit Hour Policy, available at 
https://catalog.ucf.edu/content.php?catoid=18&navoid=1600).  
 
Because the field of international relations is so wide-ranging, it’s essential that learners manage 
their time and plan to progress through the course material every single week. It is nearly 
impossible to skip one week in the term—the equivalent of skipping 2 weeks in a regular 
4 semester—and catch up in time to successfully complete the course. If you think your schedule 
might make completing this course hard, or if you thought you’d try completing this requirement 
in an online format and then discovered it’s not for you, that’s okay—this is a hard one to get 
through in an online format! Just be sure and note the Drop/Swap deadline (Friday June 28) and 
the Withdrawal deadline (Friday July 19) and make whatever choice is most strategically 
beneficial for you. 
 
Instructor Contact Information: 
 


As indicated above, Office Hours are available by appointment—at any point that students have 
questions or concerns, all they need to do is send a Webcourses@UCF message to the instructor 
and they will set up a time to connect via Zoom. Note that for all communications, the instructor 
will reply within 48 hours (unless otherwise indicated in advance).  
 


UCF CORE SYLLABUS STATEMENTS 


This section contains course policies that are standardized across all UCF courses and are 
supplemental to all UCF course syllabi. 
 
Academic Integrity: 
 
Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of Conduct at 
<https://scai.sdes.ucf.edu/student-rules-of-conduct/>. According to Section 1, “Academic 
Misconduct,” students are prohibited from engaging in 


1. Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information 
or study aids in any academic exercise unless specifically authorized by the instructor of 
record. The unauthorized possession of examination or course-related material also 
constitutes cheating. 
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2. Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral means: The 
presentation of material which has not been studied or learned, but rather was obtained 
through someone else’s efforts and used as part of an examination, course assignment, or 
project. 


3. Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to another person, 
student, and/or uploading course material to a third-party vendor without authorization or 
without the express written permission of the university and the instructor. Course 
materials include but are not limited to class notes, Instructor’s PowerPoints, course 
syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, instruction sheets, homework, study guides, handouts, etc. 


4. Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work. 
5. Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the source, 


thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s own. 
6. Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than once 


without the express written permission of the instructor. 
7. Helping another violate academic behavior standards. 
8. Soliciting assistance with academic coursework and/or degree requirements. 


Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating: 
 
Students should also familiarize themselves with the procedures for academic misconduct in 
UCF’s student handbook, The Golden Rule <https://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/>. UCF faculty 
members have a responsibility for students’ education and the value of a UCF degree, and so 
seek to prevent unethical behavior and respond to academic misconduct when necessary. 
Penalties for violating rules, policies, and instructions within this course can range from a zero 
on the exercise to an “F” letter grade in the course. In addition, an Academic Misconduct report 
could be filed with the Office of Student Conduct, which could lead to disciplinary warning, 
disciplinary probation, or deferred suspension or separation from the University through 
suspension, dismissal, or expulsion with the addition of a “Z” designation on one’s transcript. 


Being found in violation of academic conduct standards could result in a student having to 
disclose such behavior on a graduate school application, being removed from a leadership 
position within a student organization, the recipient of scholarships, participation in University 
activities such as study abroad, internships, etc. 


Let’s avoid all of this by demonstrating values of honesty, trust, and integrity. No grade is worth 
compromising your integrity and moving your moral compass. Stay true to doing the right thing: 
take the zero, not a shortcut. 


Please note: In asynchronous courses like this one, students are not allowed to use GroupMe, 
WhatsApp, or any other form of technology to exchange course material associated with a 
graded assignment, quiz, test, et cetera. The completion of graded work in an online course 
should be considered a formal process: Just because you are not in a formal classroom setting 
being proctored while taking a quiz or test does not mean that the completion of graded work in 
an online course should not be treated with integrity. 
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The following is not all inclusive of what is considered academic misconduct. These examples 
show how the use of technology can be considered academic misconduct and could result in the 
same penalties as cheating in a face-to-face class: 


• Taking a screen shot of an online quiz or test question, posting it to GroupMe or 
WhatsApp, and asking for assistance is considered academic misconduct. 


• Answering an online quiz or test question posted to GroupMe or WhatsApp is 
considered academic misconduct. Giving advice, assistance, or suggestions on how to 
complete a question associated with an online assignment, quiz, or test is considered 
academic misconduct. 


• The use of outside assistance from another student or by searching the internet, 
Googling for answers, use of websites such as Quizlet, Course Hero, Chegg Study, 
etc. is considered academic misconduct. 


• Gathering to take an online quiz or test with others and sharing answers in the 
process is considered academic misconduct. 


If a student or group of students are found to be exchanging material associated with a graded 
assignment, quiz, or test through any form of technology (GroupMe, WhatsApp, etc.), or use 
outside assistance (Googling answers, use of websites such as Quizlet, Course Hero, Chegg 
Study, etc.), they could receive anywhere from a zero grade on the exercise to an “F” in the 
course depending on the act. 


Course Accessibility Statement: 
 
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all persons 
with disabilities. Students with disabilities who need access to course content due to course 
design limitations should contact the professor as soon as possible. Students should also connect 
with Student Accessibility Services (SAS) <http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/> (Ferrell Commons 
185, sas@ucf.edu, phone 407-823-2371). For students connected with SAS, a Course 
Accessibility Letter may be created and sent to professors, which informs faculty of potential 
course access and accommodations that might be necessary and reasonable. Determining 
reasonable access and accommodations requires consideration of the course design, course 
learning objectives and the individual academic and course barriers experienced by the student. 
Further conversation with SAS, faculty and the student may be warranted to ensure an accessible 
course experience. 


Campus Safety Statement: 
 
Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise during class, everyone needs to work 
together. Students should be aware of their surroundings and familiar with some basic safety and 
security concepts. 


• In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance. 
• Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall near the 


door. Students should make a note of the guide’s physical location and review the online 
version at <https://centralflorida-prod.modolabs.net/student/safety/index>. 
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• Students should know the evacuation routes from each of their classrooms and have a 
plan for finding safety in case of an emergency. 


• If there is a medical emergency during class, students may need to access a first-aid kit or 
AED (Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those are located, see 
<https://ehs.ucf.edu/automated-external-defibrillator-aed-locations>. 


• To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text 
alerts by going to <www.getrave.com/login/ucf> and logging in. On the “My Account” 
tab, fill out the information, including e-mail address and cell phone number. 


• Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their 
instructors outside of class. 


• To learn about how to manage an active-shooter situation on campus or elsewhere, 
consider viewing this video (<https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk>). 


Campus Safety Statement for Students in Online-Only Courses: 
 
Though most emergency situations are primarily relevant to courses that meet in person, such 
incidents can also impact online students, either when they are on or near campus to participate 
in other courses or activities or when their course work is affected by off-campus emergencies. 
The following policies apply to courses in online modalities. 


• To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text 
alerts by going to <www.getrave.com/login/ucf> and logging in. On the “My Account” 
tab, fill out the information, including e-mail address and cell phone number. 


• Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their 
instructors outside of class. 


Deployed Active Duty Military Students: 
 
Students who are deployed active duty military and/or National Guard personnel and require 
accommodation should contact their instructors as soon as possible after the semester begins 
and/or after they receive notification of deployment to make related arrangements. 


Make-Up Assignments for Authorized University Events or Co-curricular Activities: 
 
Students who represent the university in an authorized event or activity (for example, student-
athletes) and who are unable to meet a course deadline due to a conflict with that event must 
provide the instructor with documentation in advance to arrange a make-up. No penalty will be 
applied. For more information, see the UCF policy at <https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-
401.pdf> 


Religious Observances: 
 
Students must notify their instructor in advance if they intend to miss class for a religious 
observance. For more information, see the UCF policy at 
<http://regulations.ucf.edu/chapter5/documents/5.020ReligiousObservancesFINALJan19.pdf>. 
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Title IX Policy: 
 
Title IX prohibits sex discrimination, including sexual misconduct, sexual violence, sexual 
harassment, and retaliation. If you or someone you know has been harassed or assaulted, you can 
find resources available to support the victim, including confidential resources and information 
concerning reporting options at https://letsbeclear.ucf.edu and http://cares.sdes.ucf.edu/. 


ADDITIONAL SYLLABUS STATEMENTS  


Copyright:  
 
This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, images, text 
materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use doctrine in order to 
enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, download or distribute these 
items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for this online classroom environment and 
your use only. All copyright materials are credited to the copyright holder. Outside of the 
notetaking and recording services offered by Student Accessibility Services, the creation of an 
audio or video recording of all or part of a class for personal use is allowed only with the 
advance and explicit written consent of the instructor. Such recordings are only acceptable in the 
context of personal, private studying and notetaking and are not authorized to be shared 
with anyone without the separate written approval of the instructor. 
 
Technology Requirements: 
 
You will be expected to have daily access to the internet and email, given that all course content 
and announcements will be delivered in online asynchronous formats. All students at UCF are 
required to obtain a Knight’s Email account and check it regularly for official university 
communications. Students are also required to use the Webcourses@UCF communication tools 
or their Knight’s email account to communicate with the instructor; please note that if you use a 
personal email account, it may be designated as spam.  


Campus Resources: 
 
You should be aware that help is available if you are struggling with this course! First see me, 
your instructor: I want you to understand the material and would be most pleased to help if you 
are having trouble. Other resources include the Student Academic Resource Center (SARC), for 
supplemental instruction and academic tutoring, and the University Writing Center. 


Academic Activity and Financial Aid: 
 
All instructors/faculty are required to document students’ academic activity at the beginning of 
each course. To document that you began this course, please complete the academic activity on 
Webcourses by the end of the first week of classes or as soon as possible after adding the course. 
Failure to do so may result in a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid. 
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Class Schedule 


Start 
Date 


Module and 
Topic 


Readings Tasks to Complete 


24 June Week 1:  
Course 
Introductions 
and Paradigms 
Part I (Realism) 


- Pevehouse/Goldstein text, Ch 1 (pp. 2-
16) and (pp. 41-64) 


- Webcourses@UCF Readings: 
- Thucydides, “The Melian Dialogue.” 
- Morgenthau, “Six Principles of 


Political Realism.” 
- Rice, 2008. “Rethinking the National 


Interest: American Realism for a 
New World,” Foreign Affairs Vol. 
87, no. 4, pp. 2-26. 


- Academic 
Engagement ‘Quiz’ 
due by Friday 
06/28 


- Introduction 
discussion board 
post 


 


01 July  Week 2: 
Paradigms Part 
II 
(Liberalism and 
Constructivism) 


- Pevehouse/Goldstein text, Ch2 (pp. 78-
90) 


- Webcourses@UCF Readings: 
- Ikenberry, 1999. "Institutions, 


Strategic Restraint, and the 
Persistence of American Postwar 
Order," International Security, Vol. 
23 No. 3, pp. 43-78. 


- Hopf, 1998. “The Promise of 
Constructivism in International 
Relations Theory,” International 
Security, Vol. 23 No. 1, pp. 171- 
200. 


- Memo #1 due 07 
July 


- MOD 2 
Discussion Board 
post due by 07 
July 


08 July Week 3:  
IR Topic 
Areas Part I: 
International 
Security & 
Foreign Policy 


- Pevehouse/Goldstein text, Ch5 (pp. 136-
167) & Ch4 (pp. 112-131) 


- Webcourses@UCF Readings: 
- “The Four Functions of Force” from 


Art, R. J. (1980). To what ends 
military power?. International 
Security, 4(4), 3-35. 


- Nye, 1990.“Soft Power,” Foreign 
Policy No. 80, pp. 153-171. 


- Wohlstetter, 1958. “The Delicate 
Balance of Terror,” Foreign Affairs 
No. 37, pp. 211-234. 


- Memo #2 due 14 
July 


- MOD 3 
Discussion Board 
post due by 14 
July 


15 July Week 4:  
IR Topic 
Areas Part II: 
Globalization, 
International 
Political 
Economy, and 


- Pevehouse/Goldstein text, Ch8 (pp. 254-
281) 


- Webcourses@UCF Readings: 
- Naim, 2009. “Think Again: 


Globalization.” Foreign Policy, 
online. 


- Midterm exam  
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International 
Law 


- Kreps and Zenko, 2014. “The Next 
Drone Wars,” Foreign Affairs, pp. 
68-79. 


22 July Week 5: 
Contemporary 
IR 
Issues Part I: 
Human Rights, 
Gender, and the 
North-South Gap 


- Pevehouse/Goldstein text, Ch7 (pp. 208-
249) 


- Webcourses@UCF Readings: 
- Deciancio, M., 2016. International 


Relations from the South: A regional 
research agenda for global IR. 
International studies review, 18(1), 
106-119. 


- Hudson et al., 2009. “The Heart of 
the Matter: The Security of Women 
and the Security of States.” 
International Security Vol. 33, No. 2, 
pp. 7-45. 


- MOD 5 Discussion 
Board post due by 
28 July 


29 July Week 6: 
Contemporary 
IR 
Issues Part II: 
Future of the 
International 
Order 


- Webcourses@UCF Readings: 
- Lieber, 2014. “The Rise of the 


BRICS and American Primacy,” 
International Politics Vol. 51 No. 2, 
pp. 137-154. 


- Posen, B. R., 2009. Emerging 
multipolarity: why should we care?. 
Current history, 108(721), 347-352. 


- Naim, “The Five Wars of 
Globalization,” Foreign Policy, No. 
134 (2003), pp. 28-37. 


- Final Memo due 
02 August 


- MOD 6 
Discussion Board 
post due by 02 
August 


02 August FINAL MEMO DUE VIA WEBCOURSES@UCF AT 11:59 PM EST 


 
***Syllabus is subject to change at the instructor’s discretion. Any changes will be announced in 


class and on WebCourses.*** 
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INR 2022: International Relations Theory and Practice 


Summer 2024 


 
Course Information 


 


Course 
International Relations - 


Theory and Practice 


Course ID INR2002.AW60 


Credit Hours 3 


Semester Summer 2024 


 
Location 


Online and asynchronous in 


Webcourses 


 
 
 


 
Instructor Contact 


 


Instructor Michael Yekple, PhD 


Email michael.yekple@ucf.edu 


 
 


 
Office Hours 


Tuesday and Thursday 


10.00 am – 12 pm. 


Office hours are via Zoom; please email them to schedule. 



mailto:michael.yekple@ucf.edu





2/10  


Prerequisite: ENC 1102 


Course Objectives 


 Increase knowledge of international relations theories and practices. 


 Help students understand trends and developments in the practice of International Relations 


 Help students understand the influence of international relations in their own lives 


 Help students improve their critical thinking skills and written communication 
 


 
Course Description 


This course will examine the fundamental principles and factors affecting interstate relations and their 


application to contemporary global development. The class deals with two primary dimensions of 


international politics. 


 The first covers essential theories and concepts of international relations. This will be covered in 


 (short) class lessons and 


 the required textbook, International Relations by Shiraev and Zubok 3rd. This book should be 


available at the UCF bookstore (as well as elsewhere on the Internet and in town). 


 


 
Required Material 


 Shiraev, Eric, and Vladislav M. Zubok. International relations. Oxford University Press, 2019. Third 


Edition 


 


 
Course Requirements 


To be successful in this course, students will: 


Watch the asynchronous videos. 


Complete the assigned readings each week 


Complete the weekly quizzes. 


Complete the weekly discussion post 


Complete the final paper. 


 
 


 


Requirement Due date Grade 


Weekly Quizzes Semester 30% 
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Weekly 


discussion 


posts 


 
Semester 


 
40% 


Final paper 
Last week of 


class 
30% 


 


 
Course Mode via Webcourses 


This course will require asynchronous, largely self-driven participation via 


Webcourses@UCF within each module. Each module will open on Mondays at 1 am. 


 


 
You will need access to a computer and adequate Internet bandwidth. 


You can contact Webcourses@UCFSupport at https://cdl.ucf.edu/support/webcourses/ 


 (https://cdl.ucf.edu/support/webcourses/)  if you have any technical problems. Once you access the 


course from Dashboard in 


For Webcourses, please check out the course home page and the Announcements 


from the navigation column to the left of the center of your screen. 


 
 
 


 
Assignments and General Expectations 


Academic-activity Quiz 


All faculty members are required by UCF to document students' academic activity at the beginning of each 


course. To document that you began this course, you should complete a graded syllabus quiz due by 


11:59 pm on Friday, May 17, 2024, or as soon as possible for those who add the course late. Failure to 


do so will result in a zero for the assignment and a potential delay in disbursing any financial aid. To do 


this task, go to the myUCF portal (https://my.ucf.edu) and select the Webcourses@UCF button on the left 


side of the screen. Log in with your NID and NID password and access the course from the Dashboard. 


From the course homepage, click on the Assignments tab to the left, click on the Syllabus Quiz under the 


Quizzes banner, complete the quiz, and submit it. 


 


 
Readings and Videos 


Students must complete all readings and watch the videos weekly before the relevant assignment due date. 


Understanding the concepts explained in the book is essential. Students are also encouraged to 



https://cdl.ucf.edu/support/webcourses/

https://cdl.ucf.edu/support/webcourses/
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think critically and understand how the class material applies in the real world. Students are warmly 


encouraged to contact the instructor with any doubts concerning the material. 


 


 
Weekly quizzes: 30% of the final grade 


Students must complete weekly quizzes on the book chapters and short video lectures. There will be one 


for each week.  


You will have 10 questions and 20 minutes to complete each quiz. The weekly quizzes will open on 


Mondays at 1:01 am, when the module opens, and are due on Sunday at 11.59 pm, when the module 


closes. All quizzes will count towards the students' final grade. 


 
Weekly Discussion Board 


There will be a weekly discussion post-assignment based on the assigned readings. Students must produce 


one original post and at least two reply posts to other students' original posts. Original posts are due Friday 


at 11:59 p.m. ET, and reply posts are due Sunday at 11:59 p.m. ET each week. Discussion post 


assignments constitute 40 percent of the final grade. 


 


 
Final Paper 


There will be a final paper that will constitute 30% of the final grade. The final paper will be due on the 


last day of classes, June 21. Details on the final paper will be provided in due course. 


 


 
Missed Assignments/Make-Ups/No Extra Credit: 


Quizzes and assignments are due by dates outlined in the syllabus and may not be made-up unless they 


are missed for 1) a verifiable medical or funeral excuse, 2) a reason that is sufficiently verifiable, 


significant, and unexpected, or 3) an officially UCF excused absence 


(https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-401.pdf (https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-401.pdf) ), such as 


an excused religious holiday 


(https://regulations.ucf.edu/chapter5/documents/5.020ReligiousObservancesFINALJan19.pdf 


 (https://regulations.ucf.edu/chapter5/documents/5.020ReligiousObservancesFINALJan19.pdf) ) or a military 


deployment. Students who are deployed active-duty military and/or National Guard personnel and 


require accommodation should 



https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-401.pdf

https://regulations.ucf.edu/chapter5/documents/5.020ReligiousObservancesFINALJan19.pdf

https://regulations.ucf.edu/chapter5/documents/5.020ReligiousObservancesFINALJan19.pdf
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contact the instructor as soon as possible after the semester begins and/or after 


they receive notification of deployment to make related arrangements. 


 


 
There will be NO make-up assignments except in exceptional circumstances, verifiable through official 


documentation. Late papers for the final paper will be penalized 10% for each full calendar day they are 


late, up to as much as 30%, unless they meet an exception criterion. 


 


 
Possible changes 


If any changes to the syllabus or contents might be necessary during the course you will receive an 


announcement. 


 


 
Course Schedule and Deadlines 


 


Module Week Topic Material Assignments Deadlines Notes 


   
 


 


1. Course 


Introduction; 


Watch the 


course 


Introduction 


video. 


 
Academic 


Quiz 


  


Module 


1 


13–19 


May 
2. Introduction 


to IR & 


Evolution of 


IR 


Chapter 1: 


Introducing 


IR 


Chapter 2: 


Evolution 


of IR 


Week 1 Quiz 
 


 
Week 1 


Discussion 


posts 


Sunday, 


May 19; 


11:59 pm 


 
 
 
 


 
Module 


2 


 
 
 
 


 
20–26 


May 


 
Major 


Theories of 


IR 


1. Realism 


2. Liberalism 


Chapter 3: 


Realism 


and 


Liberalism 


 


 
Week 2 Quiz 
 


 
Week 2 


Discussion 


Posts 


 
Sunday, 


May 26, 


11:59 pm 


 
You can 


read 


Chapter 4 - 


Alternative 


Views, but 


not 


required. 
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Module 


3 


 


 
27 


May - 


June 


2 


 


 
International 


Conflicts & 


Terrorism 


 
Chapter 5 


Chapter 8 


[pages 


258-273] 


Week 3 Quiz 
 


 
Week 3 


Discussion 


Posts 


Sunday, 


June 2, 


11:59 pm 


 


 
 


 
Module 


4 


 
 


 
3 - 9 


June 


 


 
Global 


Governance & 


International 


Organizations 


 
 
 


 
Chapter 6 


Week 4 Quiz 
 


 
Week 4 


Discussion 


Posts 


Sunday, 


June 9, 


11:59 pm 


 


 
 


 
Module 


5 


 
 


 
10–16 


June 


 


 
International 


Political 


Economy 


 
 
 


 
Chapter 7 


Week 5 Quiz 
 


 
Week 5 


Discussion 


Posts 


Sunday, 


June 16, 


11:59 pm 


 


 
Begin 


Writing 


Final 


      The final 


     paper is 


     Due on June 
21. No 


  The   quizzes or 


Module 


6 


17–22 


June 


Environment 


& Global 
Chapter 9 Final paper 


discussion 


post 


  Problems   assignments 


     in the final 


     week of 


     class. 
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Grading Scale  


A 93 or 
better  


A- 90-92.99 


 


B+ 87-89.99 


 


B 83-86.99 


 


B- 80-82.99 
 


C+ 77-79.99 


 


C 73 - 
76.99 


C- 70-72.99 
 


D 60-69.99 


 


F 59.99 and below  
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Communicating with the Instructor Online 


If you have questions that are not answered by this document, do not hesitate to contact the instructor by 


email. Communicate online with the instructor using either her UCF email address Michael.yekple@ucf  


(using the email feature within Webcourses rather than replying to postings under the Announcements tab, 


as he can respond to emails much more quickly. To talk with the instructor, please schedule an 


appointment during her office hours (Tuesday and Thursday 10.00 am – 12 pm). Check the class 


announcements in Webcourses several times each week for any changes or updates. 


Important Advice: I want you to do the best work you can. I will try hard to clearly explain assignments 


and do what I can within the limits of fairness–without compromising on standards—to help you do your 


best. You should do the readings and take notes when you read and watch lectures. Doing so will set 


you up to succeed on quizzes and exams. Read this syllabus and assignments carefully to put yourself 


in position to succeed. 


 


 
Miscellaneous Course Policies 


 


 
Academic Integrity Expectations 


Students are prohibited from cheating by including, but not limited to 1) attempting to use, possess, or 


disseminate unauthorized materials for academic assignments; 2) presenting material obtained through 


the effort of someone other than the student for the student’s assignment credit, 3) selling course materials 


such as class notes or assigned work to other students; 4) falsifying or misrepresenting one’s academic 


work; and 5) plagiarism (including using another’s work without any indication of the source, thereby 


attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s own or submitting work for more than 


one class without instructor approval). 


 


 
For more details on academic integrity matters, you are encouraged to consult UCF’s Rules of Conduct 


(https://scai.sdes.ucf.edu/student-rules-of-conduct/ (https://scai.sdes.ucf.edu/student-rules-of- 


conduct/) ) and UCF’s student handbook, The Golden Rule (https://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/ 


 (https://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/) ). 



mailto:Michael.yekple@ucf

https://scai.sdes.ucf.edu/student-rules-of-conduct/

https://scai.sdes.ucf.edu/student-rules-of-conduct/

https://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/

https://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/
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All UCF faculty members have a responsibility for students’ education and the value of a UCF degree. o 


we must seek to prevent unethical behavior and when necessary, respond to academic misconduct. If I 


determine that there has been an instance of unambiguous academic dishonesty in the course, I will 


inform you of my concern, report the violation to the Office of Student Rights and Responsibilities, and 


assign you a 0 grade for the associated assignment. At the end of the semester, a letter grade of Z, 


indicating academic dishonesty, will precede the letter grade earned. For more information about the Z 


grades and the process for appealing such a finding, please consult the following website: 


(https://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade/ (https://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade/) ). 


 
Campus Safety 


Though most emergency situations are primarily relevant to face-to-face courses, such incidents can also 


impact online students, either when they are on or near campus to participate in other courses or activities 


or when their course work is affected by off campus emergencies. Therefore, to stay informed about 


emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text alerts by going to ucf.edu and logging in. 


Click on “Student Self Service” located on the left side of the screen in the toolbar, scroll down to the blue 


“Personal Information” heading on the Student Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the information, 


including e-mail address, cell phone number, and cell phone provider, click “Apply” to save the changes, 


and then click “OK.” 


 
Copyright 


This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, images, text 


materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use doctrine in order to enhance the 


learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, download, or distribute these items. The use of 


these materials is strictly reserved for this online classroom environment and your use only. All copyright 


materials are credited to the copyright holder. 


 


 
Course Accessibility Statement: 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all persons with 


disabilities. Students with disabilities who need access to course content due to course design 


limitations should contact the professor as soon as possible. 


 


 
Students should also connect with Student Accessibility Services (SAS) https://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/ 


 (https://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/) (Ferrell Commons 185, sas@ucf.edu, phone 407-823- 2371). For students 


connected with SAS, a Course Accessibility Letter may be created and sent to professors, which informs 


faculty of potential course access and accommodations that might be necessary and reasonable. 


Determining reasonable access and accommodations requires consideration of the course design, course 


learning objectives and the individual academic and course barriers experienced by the student. 



https://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade/

https://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

https://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

mailto:sas@ucf.edu
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Further conversation with SAS, faculty and the student may be warranted to ensure an accessible 


course experience. 


 


 
Academic Support Services 


 


 
Student Academic Resource Center (SARC) 


Trevor Colburn Hall, Room 117/ (407) 823-5130)/ sarc@ucf.edu. If you have trouble with classes and 


desire to further improve your academic performance, you might benefit from contacting this office for 


assistance with improving your study skills. 


 
UCF Counseling Center 


(Building #27/ (407) 823-2811): Students experiencing formidable mental health challenges, including, 


but by no means limited to stress, anxiety, or depression, that are hindering their ability to be the best 


they can be, should contact this office for help (https://caps.sdes.ucf.edu/ (https://caps.sdes.ucf.edu/) ). 


Please keep in mind that CAPS services are free for UCF students. 


 
 
 


 
University Writing Center: 


The University Writing Center (UWC) offers writing support to UCF students from first-year to graduate in 


every discipline. Trained peer consultants help at every stage of the writing process, including 


understanding assignments, researching, drafting, revising, incorporating sources, and learning to 


proofread and edit. The purpose of the UWC is not merely to fix papers or to make better writers but to 


teach writers strategies to navigate complex situations for writing, both in and outside the University. 


Consultations are available for individuals and small groups. To make the best use of the UWC, visit far 


enough before your due date to allow yourself time to revise after your consultation, browse the writing 


resources on our website, and arrange a regular weekly appointment if you’d like long-term help. You 


may schedule a 45-minute appointment by phone or using the TutorTrac scheduler on our website; walk-


in consultations are also available. The main location is in Colbourn 109, with satellite locations in the 


Main Library and Rosen Library & Online. They can be reached at 407-823-2197 or 


https://uwc.cah.ucf.edu/ (https://uwc.cah.ucf.edu/) 



mailto:sarc@ucf.edu

https://caps.sdes.ucf.edu/

https://uwc.cah.ucf.edu/
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INR 4084


Politics of International Terrorism
Summer 2024


Instructor: Andrew Boutton


Office: 302 Howard Phillips Hall


Office Hours: By appointment


Email: andrew.boutton@ucf.edu


Place: Online


Overview


Concern about terrorism is a relatively recent development for US officials and citizens, having increased
significantly since the early 1970s (and particularly since the September 11 attacks). However, for many
countries around the world, political violence has been a persistent security concern—even a fact of daily
life—for much of the past 150 years, and probably longer. Today, there are perhaps only a handful of coun-
tries for which terrorism is not a factor in one form or another. In many others, violent groups conduct
decades-long campaigns, often killing thousands of people in the process. But many also hold and govern
territory, establish institutions, and provide social services more efficiently than any government could hope
to.


We will begin this course by discussing what exactly constitutes terrorism, as the definition has become
heavily politicized and is often a point of contention. We will then discuss the history and evolution of
terrorism over time. Then, we will move from individual- and group-level motivations for terrorism to a
variety of issues including state sponsorship, the effect of political violence on politics, and the provision
of public services by terrorist/insurgent groups. We will finish by covering counterterrorism strategies and
some contemporary cases of terrorism.


This is an upper-level course, and thus will be both reading- and writing-intensive. You should be prepared
to keep up with the reading and written assignments throughout the semester. In addition, stories and
events related to terrorism are in the news on a daily basis, and we’ll discuss many of them directly in class.
Therefore, I strongly suggest that you keep up with current international events as well. This will put you
in a better position to do well on exams and quizzes, and also to earn participation points in class. A good
place to start is the World section of the New York Times website, but please ask me if you’re interested in
other recommendations.


Objectives


This is not a history class, or even one about current events. The overarching goal of this course is to develop
broad knowledge about general patterns and regularities of terrorism, and then be able to apply them to
specific cases. Specifically, by the end of the course, you should be able to:


1. Critically engage with the concept of terrorism, addressing the question of who or what makes a
terrorist and why the specific definition matters.
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2. Understand the psychological and strategic aspects undergirding the use of terrorism as a violent
political tactic.


3. Grasp the linkages between the use of terrorism and various other political dynamics, such as economic
performance, regime type, civil war, state instability, and repression.


4. Examine the nuanced public response to terrorism, including the role of the media, and the way in
which preexisting beliefs condition political attitudes and voting in terrorism’s wake.


5. Appreciate the difficult challenges democracies face in fighting terrorism; grappling with how to balance
issues of human rights, civil liberties, openness, and respect for life and protect national security and
reducing terrorist violence.


6. Recognize emerging threats from terrorism and develop informed views regarding potential strategies or
policies states can pursue to mitigate these threats, while still preserving or upholding other important
values and goals.


7. Read and understand the basics of quantitative and qualitative research design, data collection, and
research findings.


Materials


You will need to acquire the following book for this class:


Chenoweth, Erica, and Pauline Moore. 2018. The Politics of Terror. New York: Oxford University
Press


It has been ordered by university bookstores, but you may be able to find it for less online. The remainder
of the readings will consist of academic articles, selections from books, or online newspapers. I’ll make any
ancillary readings available to you via Webcourses.


Grading:


The overall grade for this class will consist of three different categories of assignment: short written as-
signments, in-class participation, and final paper. These are explained in more detail below. The value of
each assignment varies, but the total value of all assignments is 500 points. Thus, your final grade is based
directly upon how many of the 500 points you earn throughout the semester.


Assignments


1. Discussion posts: 100 points (10 @ 15 points each) For most of the course modules, I will post a
discussion prompt/question related to the assigned material. You are expected to make two (2) kinds
of online posts in response: an initial response post and a follow-up post for each of the course modules
we will be covering. Initial posts are worth 10 points and follow-up posts are worth up to an additional
5, depending on quality. These will be graded according the rubric criteria, which can be found here.
Please read the rubric carefully. The total points you can accumulate for discussion posts over the
course of the semester will be incorporated into the final grade according as discussed below.


2. Quizzes: 100 points (10 @ 10 points each)


Many of the modules will include an open-book and open-note quiz covering the assigned reading
for that module.
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3. Film response: 100 points During this semester, students will watch The Battle of Algiers, a
historical film focusing on the Algerian war for independence. After watching the film, students will
write a short (i.e., +/- 500 words) paper that responds to the prompts provided by the instructor.


Final exam: 150 points


The course will conclude with a cumulative final exam. Any and all material covered in class is fair game
for the final exam.


The table below shows the thresholds I will use for letter grades:


Letter grade Percentage (out of 500 points)
A 90-100


B 80-89


C 70-79


D 60-69


F <59


Late work


You may submit late work without a university excuse up to five (5) days after the due date, but with a
20% deduction per day from your grade on that assignment. I will not accept anything beyond five
days past the deadline.


Make-up policy


If you are unable to take an exam due to an emergency or a university-approved scheduling conflict, you must
let me know as soon as possible and provide the relevant documentation. I will try to be as accommodating
as possible for students [mark “D” on the syllabus quiz] with legitimate conflicts, but as a general rule, I
will only consider allowing make-up exams if you contact me ahead of time (email is fine). Make-up exams
should be taken within one (1) week of the original exam date, and will not be given before the exam date.


Grade rounding


Final grades will be rounded up to the nearest whole number if and only if the grade is within 0.5 points of
the next highest whole number. For example, a grade of 89.5 will be rounded to 90, but a grade of 89.49 will
not be. There will be no discussion on this point. I realize this may be frustrating in some cases, but you are
all adults, and the line must be drawn somewhere. One additional consequence of my participation policy
(discussed above) is that I will not entertain any end-of-semester requests for extra credit or for grades to
be rounded up.


Email


I am generally available via email to answer questions about the class, readings, or assignments. You can
email me directly at andrew.boutton@ucf.edu or via the email feature in Webcourses. If you email me
directly, please put the course number in the subject line . I will make every effort to respond to
emails within 48 hours of receiving them.
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Course Schedule:1


May 13-15: Introducing terrorism


– Chenoweth & Moore Ch 1


– Ganor, Boaz. 2002. “Defining terrorism: Is one man’s terrorist another man’s freedom fighter?.”
Police Practice and Research 3(4): 287-304.


May 16-19: Strategic approaches [to understanding terrorism]


– Chenoweth & Moore Ch 2


May 20-22: Psychological approaches


– Chenoweth & Moore, Ch 4


May 23-26: Ideological approaches


– Chenoweth & Moore, Ch 5


May 27-29: Structural approaches


– Chenoweth & Moore, Ch 6


May 30-June 2: Organizational approaches


– Chenoweth & Moore, Ch. 3


June 3-5: Target selection & the goals of terrorism


– Chenoweth & Moore, Ch 8


– Kydd, Andrew H., and Barbara F. Walter. 2006. “The strategies of terrorism.” International
Security, 31(1): 49-80.


June 6-9: State sponsorship of terrorism


– Chenoweth & Moore, Ch. 11


June 10-12: Counterterrorism


– Chenoweth & Moore, Ch. 13


1The reading assignments are subject to change slightly. I will make you aware of any changes well in advance.
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June 13-16: Politics of counterterrorism


– Chenoweth & Moore, Ch 14


June 17-19: Algerian war for independence


– watch Battle of Algiers on Kanopy via UCF Library


– Film response essay (due June 19)


June 20-22: Final exam


Academic Integrity


Students should familiarize themselves with the UCF Rules of Conduct. According to Section 1, “Academic
Misconduct,” students are prohibited from engaging in


1. Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information or study aids
in any academic exercise unless specifically authorized by the instructor of record. The unauthorized
possession of examination or course-related material also constitutes cheating.


2. Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral means: The presentation of
material which has not been studied or learned, but rather was obtained through someone else’s efforts
and used as part of an examination, course assignment, or project.


3. Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to another person, student, and/or
uploading course material to a third-party vendor without authorization or without the express written
permission of the university and the instructor. Course materials include but are not limited to class
notes, instructor’s PowerPoints, course syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, instruction sheets, homework, study
guides, handouts, etc.


4. Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work.


5. Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the source, thereby at-
tempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s own.


6. Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than once without the
express written permission of the instructor.


7. Helping another violate academic behavior standards.


8. Soliciting assistance with academic coursework and/or degree requirements.
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Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating


Students should also familiarize themselves with the procedures for academic misconduct in UCF’s student
handbook, the Golden Rule. UCF faculty members have a responsibility for students’ education and the
value of a UCF degree, and so seek to prevent unethical behavior and respond to academic misconduct when
necessary. Penalties for violating rules, policies, and instructions within this course can range from a zero
on the exercise to an “F” letter grade in the course. In addition, an Academic Misconduct report could be
filed with the Office of Student Conduct, which could lead to disciplinary warning, disciplinary probation,
or deferred suspension or separation from the University through suspension, dismissal, or expulsion with
the addition of a “Z” designation on one’s transcript.


Being found in violation of academic conduct standards could result in a student having to disclose such
behavior on a graduate school application, being removed from a leadership position within a student organi-
zation, the recipient of scholarships, participation in University activities such as study abroad, internships,
etc.


Let’s avoid all of this by demonstrating values of honesty, trust, and integrity. No grade is worth compro-
mising your integrity and moving your moral compass. Stay true to doing the right thing: take the zero, not
a shortcut.


Course Accessibility Statement


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all persons with disabil-
ities. Students with disabilities who need access to course content due to course design limitations should
contact the professor as soon as possible. Students should also connect with Student Accessibility Services
(SAS) (Ferrell Commons 185, sas@ucf.edu, phone 407-823-2371). For students connected with SAS, a Course
Accessibility Letter may be created and sent to professors, which informs faculty of potential course access
and accommodations that might be necessary and reasonable. Determining reasonable access and accommo-
dations requires consideration of the course design, course learning objectives and the individual academic
and course barriers experienced by the student. Further conversation with SAS, faculty and the student may
be warranted to ensure an accessible course experience.


Campus Safety


Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise during class, everyone needs to work together.
Students should be aware of their surroundings and familiar with some basic safety and security concepts.


• In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance.


• Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall near the door. Students
should make a note of the guide’s physical location and review the online version here.


• Students should know the evacuation routes from each of their classrooms and have a plan for finding
safety in case of an emergency.


• If there is a medical emergency during class, students may need to access a first-aid kit or AED
(Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those are located, see here.


• To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text alerts by going
to www.getrave.com/login/ucf and logging in. On the “My Account” tab, fill out the information,
including email address and cell phone number.


• Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their instructors outside
of class.
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• To learn about how to manage an active-shooter situation on campus or elsewhere, consider viewing
this video.


Campus Safety Statement for Students in Online-Only Courses


Though most emergency situations are primarily relevant to courses that meet in person, such incidents
can also impact online students, either when they are on or near campus to participate in other courses or
activities or when their course work is affected by off-campus emergencies. The following policies apply to
courses in online modalities.


• To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text alerts by going
to www.getrave.com/login/ucf and logging in. On the “My Account” tab, fill out the information,
including email address and cell phone number.


• Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their instructors outside
of class.


Deployed Active Duty Military Students


Students who are deployed active duty military and/or National Guard personnel and require accommodation
should contact their instructors as soon as possible after the semester begins and/or after they receive
notification of deployment to make related arrangements.


Make-Up Assignments for Authorized University Events or Co-curricular Activities


Students who represent the university in an authorized event or activity (for example, student-athletes) and
who are unable to meet a course deadline due to a conflict with that event must provide the instructor with
documentation in advance to arrange a make-up. No penalty will be applied. For more information, see the
UCF policy here.


Religious Observances


Students must notify their instructor in advance if they intend to miss class for a religious observance. For
more information, see the UCF policy here.


Title IX Policy


Title IX prohibits sex discrimination, including sexual misconduct, sexual violence, sexual harassment, and
retaliation. If you or someone you know has been harassed or assaulted, you can find resources available to
support the victim, including confidential resources and information concerning reporting options here and
here.


University Writing Center


The University Writing Center (UWC) offers writing support to students from first-year to graduate in every
discipline. Tutors provide help at every stage of the writing process, including understanding assignments,
researching, drafting, revising, incorporating sources, and learning to proofread and edit. The UWC’s
purpose is not merely to fix or edit papers, but to teach writing strategies that can be applied to any writing
situation. Consultations are available for individuals and small groups. You may schedule a 45-minute
appointment by clicking the Success Resources tab on Webcourses, calling the UWC at 407-823-2197, or
through the UWC website. The UWC seeks graduate and undergraduate tutors from all majors. To learn
more about becoming a writing tutor, please contact us.
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INR 6137-DW60: Politics and Terrorism 
Summer Term D 2024 


 
Instructor: Thomas M. Dolan 
Course Mode: ONLINE—asynchronous  
Office Hours: Tuesday, 1-3 PM and by appointment 
Contact: thomas.dolan@ucf.edu and 407-823-6447 
Enrollment Requirement: Graduate Standing or C.I. 
 
*Between 3 June and 22 June I will be leading an undergraduate study abroad trip in 
Western Europe.  All meetings with students during that period will be arranged as 
appointments and conducted remotely.  I will still be available and active in the course 
during this time. 
 
Catalog Description: 
Examines terrorism, including its strategic logics, contemporary methodologies, 
political roots, and the problems of counter-terrorism. 
 
Goals:  
 


• To familiarize students to the contemporary social science literature on 
terrorism 


• To improve students’ abilities to discuss and evaluate research on terrorism 
• To improve students’ abilities to theorize about and test hypotheses about 


terrorism 
• Note that advocacy of personally held political or policy positions is not a course 


goal, and will not be part of discussion in the course.  
 
General Course Expectations 
 
Reading 
Students should complete all readings by no later than Monday of each week.  As this 
is a graduate course, you are expected to grasp the core elements (question, theory, 
findings, and weaknesses) of each article through your own reading, and then further 
develop that knowledge through your participation in the online discussions. You 
should expect to be challenged by the nature and content of some of the readings, and 
you should plan enough time to complete them.  (As this is a shortened term course, 
the reading schedule is aggressive.) If you encounter difficulties with the readings, 
please contact the instructor: there is an art to reading academic articles.  If you are 
unfamiliar with how to interpret regression analysis, you are also encouraged to 
contact the instructor for advice, since many of the articles will use it.  Only readings 
that are not available through library databases are provided for you in the files 
section. 
 
Weekly Assignments.  
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Students will participate each week in the course in several different ways: papers, 
constructive comments on other students’ papers, readings presentations, and 
questions about the readings. This participation is students’ main interaction with 
each other and foundational to the course. Students should set aside sufficient time, 
at the right times, to participate effectively in these weekly activities. Students are 
evaluated on the quality of their participation. They should plan to demonstrate a 
clear understanding of the readings; ask thoughtful questions; make genuinely useful, 
constructive comments (i.e., critical but not cruel) on others’ papers; and articulate 
thoughtful, interesting arguments. 
 
Research 
Each student will write a research design or “conventional wisdom” paper, due 5 July.  
A research design is, in essence, the first part of a research paper, and is appropriate 
for people whose course of study involves training to become political science 
researchers.  It defines your research question, the dependent variable, reviews 
relevant literature, presents a theory (or at least a well-explained theoretical intuition) 
and a hypothesis, and then explains how you would test they hypothesis.  When you 
explain how you would text your hypothesis, you need to be specific about the 
methods you would use, how you would operationalize your variables, and the sources 
you would use for your information/data. You should plan to have your question 
approved by your instructor no later than the end of the third week of class.  Your 
discussion of relevant literature should include relevant readings from the courses but 
also at least non-required peer-reviewed academic journal articles or books. The 
conventional wisdom paper is more appropriate for students who will be consumers of 
political science research.  It is focused on using peer-reviewed political science 
research to better understand and draw conclusions about commonly held beliefs 
about terrorism, responses to terrorism, and counter-terrorism.  It should rely on 
academic political science publications (peer-reviewed journal articles and books 
published by university presses), some (but not all) of which may be listed on the 
syllabus.  


 
Assignments:  
 
Serve as an Article Presenter: 10%  


• Create and post by 23:59 on the Saturday before your week begins a narrated 
slide presentation (e.g. powerpoint) lasting not more than 5 minutes which 
describes the question, place in the literature, theory, methods, and findings of 
an assigned reading and appropriately critiques the article.  Please note that it 
can take a while for powerpoint to save the video file combining voice and 
slides.  For technical assistance (for powerpoint) see https://goo.gl/PC6Sbp  


• Respond to all questions posed by fellow students by 23:59 on Monday (if fewer 
than 6 are posted contact instructor).  Responses due 23:59 on Wednesday.  


 
Group Presentation on a Terror Group: 10% 


• The presentation should involve an 8-minute narrated powerpoint, written 
analytical discussion, and presentation of other relevant media (video clips, 
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images, documents, poetry, etc.).  The presentation will be posted by 11:59 (AM) 
on 15 June. 


• Each group will field questions from other students about the group.  
• Each group will submit a description of what each individual did to the 


instructor.  If there are clear discrepancies in effort, those who contributed less 
will lose points.  


 
Weekly Papers: 3% per paper, 1 paper per week excluding group presentation 
week (totaling 8 Papers) = 24%  
With the exception of the first week, by 23:59 on Monday, each student will post two 
400 word papers per week, in response to the posted prompts. One of these papers 
will be turned in for grading by 9:00 AM on Fridays. [The other paper is factored into 
the participation grade.] Students should use the comments they receive on their 
papers to identify the stronger paper, and take advantage of those comments improve 
the paper—the final version, turned in for grading, should be a substantial revision of 
the draft that they posted on Monday.  
• During the first week, each student will be responsible for posting (by 23:59 on 
Thursday only one paper, which will be submitted for grading by 23:59 on Saturday.  
• While students will be able to see other students’ papers after their initial posts, they 
should take care to not duplicate others’ papers.  
 
Weekly Participation: 2% per week, with the lowest week dropped = 16%  
With the exception of the first week, and the group presentations week, each student 
is responsible for asking one question about two different readings by Monday at 
23:59 and posting two constructive comments on other students’ papers (both 
comments cannot be made in response to papers addressing the same prompt) by  
Wednesday at 23:59. During the first week, students will be responsible for making 
one critical, constructive comment on other students’ papers. During Group 
Presentation week, each student will ask questions on at least 2 other group’s 
presentations. The lowest weekly participation grade will be dropped. 


• Participation is graded in terms of the aggregate quality and timeliness of 
posted questions, prompts, and papers.  


• Note that students are expected to make follow-up comments in response to 
questions.  


 
 
Term Paper, 15 Pages: 30%, Due 5 July at 23:59. Submit online. Do one of the 
following: 


A. Research Design, Design a research project on terrorism, complete with clear 
question, 4 page literature review referencing at least 15 peer-reviewed articles, 
5 page theoretical discussion, specific and falsifiable hypotheses, and clear 
statements of operational definitions, evidence sources and method of analysis. 
Political science graduate students will find this option better suited to their 
curricular needs. 


B. Conventional Wisdom Paper. Identify a claim often made about terrorism or 
counter-terrorism about which significant research has been published by 
social scientists in academic articles and books published by university 
presses.  [Demonstrate that people make this claim using references to it in 
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newspapers of record like the New York Times or Washington Post within the 
last three years.] Use this research (at least 15 peer-reviewed papers) to draw 
conclusions about the truth—or falsity—of this claim.     


 
Weekly Deadlines 
 
Week 1 
Sunda
y 


Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 


    23:59: Post 
Paper Draft 
 
23:59: Sign 
up for article 
presentations, 
presentation 
group 


23:59 
Comment 
on 2 
other 
students’ 
papers 


23:59: 
Submit 
paper for 
grading 
 
********** 
23:59 Week 
2 Article 
Presenters 
post 
presentations 


 
Weeks 2, 3 ,4, 5, 7, 8,9 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 23:59: Post 


2 Paper 
Drafts 
 
23:59 Post 
3 
questions 
to 
presenters 


 23:59: Post 
comments 
on 3 
students’ 
papers 
 
23:59: 
Presenters 
post 
answers to 
questions 


 9:00 
(AM): 
Submit 
1 paper 
for 
grading 


23:59: Next 
week Article 
Presenters 
post 
presentations 
 
************** 
23:59 on 12 
June: Groups 
Post 
Presentations 


 
Week 6 (Group Presentation Week) 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
(presentation 
was posted 
the day 
before, by 
23:59 on 15 
June) 


23:59: 
Post 
questions 
to 3 
other 
groups 


 23:59: 
Groups 
respond to 
questions 


  23:59: Week 
7 Article 
Presenters 
post 
presentations 


 
 
Miscellaneous Course Policies 
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Grades 
A 
93 or better 


High-quality professional work 


A- 
90-92.99 


Professional work 


B+ 
88-89.99 


Good work but not quite professional-level work; contains clear 
weaknesses 


B 
83-86.99 


Quality is acceptable, but has serious weaknesses 


B- 
80-82.99 


Quality is marginally acceptable 


C 
70-79.99 


Quality is problematic 


D 
60-69.99 


Quality is not acceptable for graduate work 


F 
59.99 or 
below 


Fail 


 
Note that in graduate courses, a C is considered to be an unsatisfactory grade. 
 
Late Papers 
Papers are to be turned in by the date/time they are due.  If you foresee problems in 
meeting a particular deadline, please inform the instructor as soon as possible to 
request an extension.  Discussion posts can be made in advance, but can only be 
made after due date/times by permission of the instructor.  Posts made after due 
dates without explicit permission may receive less credit. 
 
Academic Integrity 
As reflected in the UCF creed, integrity and scholarship are core values that should 
guide our conduct and decisions as members of the UCF community. Plagiarism and 
cheating contradict these values, and so are very serious academic offenses. Penalties 
can include a failing grade in an assignment or in the course, suspension or expulsion 
from the university, and/or a "Z Designation" on a student's official transcript 
indicating academic dishonesty, where the final grade for this course will be preceded 
by the letter Z. For more information about the Z Designation, see 
http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade.  For more information about UCF's Rules of 
Conduct, see http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/.  
 
Changes to the Syllabus 
In the event that there is a need for there to be any changes to the syllabus, an 
announcement will be placed on webcourses.  Significant changes will also be 
announced by emails. 
 
Relevant UCF Policies 
 
Accessibility 
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Course Accessibility Statement  
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all 
persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. 
Students with disabilities who need specific access in this course, such as 
accommodations, should contact the professor as soon as possible to discuss various 
access options. Students should also connect with Student Accessibility Services 
(Ferrell Commons, 7F, Room 185, sas@ucf.edu, phone (407) 823-2371). Through 
Student Accessibility Services, a Course Accessibility Letter may be created and sent 
to professors, which informs faculty of potential access and accommodations that 
might be reasonable. 
 
Accommodations for Students with Military Obligations 
Students who serve in the US military [defined as individuals on active duty in the US 
military OR individuals who have received training, activation, or deployment orders 
associated with service in either the US military reserves or the National Guard] may 
receive accommodations when unexpected military obligations interfere with the timely 
completion of assignments/participation in discussions, etc.     
 
Campus Safety 
Emergencies on campus are rare.  Still, everyone should be aware of their 
surroundings and familiar with basic safety and security concepts.  Students may 
ensure that they are informed about situations on campus by signing up for UCF text 
alerts via my.ucf.edu.  The locations of campus first aid equipment can be found at 
http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/workplacesafety.html.  UCF’s emergency guide is available at 
http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html. Students who feel that they have 
experienced abuse or harassment may wish to consult https://letsbeclear.ucf.edu/ or 
UCF victim services https://www.ucf.edu/services/s/victim-services/.  Students who 
feel that they may be in danger should contact UCF Police (Emergencies 911, Non-
Emergencies (407) 823-5555). 
 
 Readings 
*Almost all readings are recent journal articles. Students should use library resources 
to locate published journal articles. Selections from books, etc. that are not otherwise 
available will be posted in the files section.   
 


Module 1: What is Terrorism? (16-21 May) 
 


1. Charles Tilly, 2004, “Terror, Terrorism, Terrorists,” Sociological Theory, 22:1.  
2. Tuncer Beyribey, Terrorism as a Conceptual Site for Power Struggles. European 


Journal of International Relations, 2023. 
3. Bart Schuurman, End of the Lone Wolf.  Studies in Conflict and Terrorism, 2018 
4. Chia-yi Lee and Yasutaka Tominaga.  The Determinants of Terror Listing, 


Journal of Conflict Resolution, 2024. 
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Module 2: Strategy and Logic of Terrorism (21-27 May) 


 
1. Andrew Kydd and Barbara F. Walter, “The Strategies of Terrorism,” International 


Security, Summer 2006. 
2. Virginia Page Fortna, 2015. “Do Terrorists Win?” Rebels’ Use of Terrorism and 


Civil War Outcomes,” International Organization, 69:3 
3. Cullen Hendrix and Joseph Young, 2014. “State Capacity and Terrorism,” 


Security Studies, 23:2, 329-63. 
4. David Carter.  Provocation and the Strategy of Terrorist and Guerilla Attacks.  


International Organization, 2016. 70:1. 
5. Max Abrahms. 2012. “The Political Effectiveness of Terrorism Revisited,” 


Comparative Political Studies, 45:3, 366-393 
 


 
Module 3: Origins of Terrorism and Terrorists (28 May–3 June) 


 
1. J. Kavanagh, “Selection, Availability, and Opportunity: The Conditional Effect of 


Poverty on Terrorist Group Participation,” Journal of Conflict Resolution, 2011. 
2. Miles Armaly, David Buckley, and Adam Enders, Christian Nationalism and 


Political Violence, Political Behavior, 2022. 
3. S. Cottee and Hayward, “Terrorist (E)motives: The Existential Attractions of 


Terrorism,” Studies in Conflict and Terrorism, 2011 
4. Michael Jensen et al. Choosing Where to Fight.  Journal of Conflict Resolution, 


2024. 
5. Jakana Thomas and Kanisha Bond. 2015. “Women’s’ Participation in Violent 


Political Organizations,” American Political Science Review, 109:3. 
6. Khaled Fattah and K. M. Fierke. 2009. “A Clash of Emotions: The Politics of 


Humiliation and Political Violence in the Middle East,” European Journal of 
International Relations, 15:1, 67-93 


7. Jori Breslaski and Brandon Ives.  Killing for God? Factional Violence on the 
Transnational Stage.  Journal of Conflict Resolution, 63:3, 2019,  


8. Pete Simi and Steven Windisch, Why Radicalization Fails.  Terrorism and 
Political Violence, 2020. 


 
Module 4: Terror Organizations (4-10 June) 


 
1. Martha Crenshaw, “Theories of Terrorism: Instrumental and Organizational 


Approaches,” Journal of Strategic Studies, 1987. 
2. Abrahms, Max, and Philip B. K. Potter, “Explaining Terrorism: Leadership 


Deficits and Militant Group Tactics,” International Organization, Vol. 69, No. 2 
(Spring 2015), pp. 311–342. 


3. Lidsay Heger, Danielle Jung, and Wendy Wong, “Organizing for Resistance: How 
Group Structure Impacts the Character of Violence,” Terrorism and Political 
Violence, 2012. 


4. Christopher Blair et al. Honor Among Theives. International Organization. 2021. 
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5. Kaitlyn Robinson and Iris Malone, Militant Splinter Groups and the Use of 
Violence, Journal of Conflict Resolution, 2024. 


6. Arie Perliger, Gabriel Koehler-Derrick and Mai Pedahzur, “The Gap Between 
Participation and Violence,” International Studies Quarterly. 2016, 60:2. 
 


Module 5: Tactics, Techniques, and Practices (11-17 June) 
 


1. Michael Horowitz, Evan Perkoski, and Philip Potter, Tactical Diversity in 
Militant Violence.  International Organization, 2018, 72:1. 


2. Michael Horowitz, “Non-State Actors and the Diffusion of Innovations: The Case 
of Suicide Terrorism” International Organization, 64:1 (Winter 2010), pp. 33-64. 


3. Brian Philips.  Deadlier in the US? On Lone Wolves, Terrorist Groups, and 
Attack Lethality, Terrorism and Political Violence, 2017. 


4. Ido Levy and Abdi Yusuf, How Do Terrorist Organizations Make Money? Studies 
in Conflict and Terrorism, 2021 


5. Michael J. Reese, Kevin Ruby, and Robert Pape.  Days of Action or Restraint?  
How the Islamic Calendar Impacts Violence. American Political Science Review, 
2017, 111:3. 


6. James Piazza and Michael Soules.  Terror after the Caliphate : The Effect of ISIS 
Loss of Control over Population Centers on Patterns of Global Terrorism.  
Security Studies 2022.  


 
Module 6: Specific Terror Groups (18-24 June) 


 
Group Presentations on Particular Terror Groups.  Presentations must be posted by 
Saturday, 13 June at 23:59. 
 


Module 7: Target Responses to Terrorism (25 June-1 July) 
 


1. Mirya Holman, Jennifer Merolla, and Elizabeth Zechmeister, The Curious Case 
of Teresa May and the Public did not Rally.  American Political Science Review, 
2022. 


2. Ryan Shandler et al. Cyber Terrorism and Public Support for Retaliation, British 
Journal of Political Science, 2022 


3. Anna Getmansky and Thomas Zeitzoff, 2014. “Terrorism and Voting: the Effect 
of Rocket Threat on Voting in Isreali Elections,” American Political Science 
Review, 108:3. 


4. Kerstin Fisk, Jennifer Merolla, Jennifer Ramos.  Emotions, Terrorist Threat, 
and Drones.  Journal of Conflict Resolution, 2019, 63:4.  


5. Amelie Godefroidt.  How Terrorism Does (and Does Not) Affect Citizens’ Political 
Attitudes.  American Journal of Political Science, 2023. 


6. Robin Wagner-Pacifici, 1996. The Moro Morality Play, Chicago: University of 
Chicago Press, Selected chapters (in “files”) 


 
Module 8: Counter-terrorism (2 July-8 July) Term Paper Due 8 July  







9 
 


1. Ursala Dazecker and Michael Hess.  2012. “Repression Hurts: Coercive 
Government Responses and the Demise of Terrorist Campaigns,” British Journal 
of Political Science, 43: 559-77. 


2. Erik Dahl, “The Plots that Failed: Intelligence Lessons Learned from 
Unsuccessful Terrorist Attacks Against the US,” Studies in Conflict and 
Terrorism, 2011. 


3. Brian Blakenship.  When do States Take the Bait?  State Capacity and the 
Provocation Logic of Terrorism.  Journal of Conflict Resolution, 2018, 62:2. 


4. Patrick B. Johnston and  Anoop K. Sarbahi.  “The Impact of US Drone Strikes 
on Terrorism in Pakistan” International Studies Quarterly,  60:2, 203-219 


5. Jenna Jordan, “Attacking the Leader, Missing the Mark: Why Terrorist Groups 
Survive Decapitation Strikes,” International Security 38:4, 7-38. 


6. Sheena Chestnut Greitens, Myunghee Lee, and Emir Yazici, Counterterrorism 
and Preventive Repression: China's Changing Strategy in Xinjiang, International 
Security 2020 44:3, 9-47. 


 
 


Module 9: Ending Terrorism (9 -15 July)  
 


1. Neumann, Peter R.(2005) 'The bullet and the ballot box: The case of the IRA ', 
Journal of Strategic Studies, 28: 6 


2. R. Alonso, “Why Do Terrorists Stop?” Analyzing Why ETA Members Abandon or 
Continue with Terrorism,” Studies in Conflict and Terrorism, 2011. 


3. Mary Beth Altier, Emma Boyle, Neil Shortland and John Horgan.  Why They 
Leave: An Analysis of Terrorist Disengagement Events from 87 Autobiographical 
Accounts. Security Studies, 2017, 26:2. 


4. Rachel Schmidt.  Contesting the Fighter Identity: Framing, Desertion, and 
Gender in Columbia. International Studies Quarterly. 2020. 


5. Tamar Mitts.  Countering Violent Extremism and Radical Rhetoric.  
International Organization. 2021. 


 
 


 
 








INR 4008 - Global Perspectives
Section: BW60


College of Sciences
School of Politics, Security, and Intl Affairs


Course Information


Term: Summer 2024
Class Meeting Location:  
Modality: WW
Credit Hours: 3


Instructor Information


Michael Mousseau
Title: Professor
Office Location: Howard Phillips 302 M
Office Hours:
Online Wednesdays & Thursdays 10:00 to 11:00 am. I am also available by appointment.
Send an email and I'll send back a zoom link. Email questions anytime: I usually respond
as soon as I see them. 
Phone: 407-823-2608
Email: Michael.Mousseau@ucf.edu


Course Description


INR 4008 COS-POLS 3(3,0)Global Perspectives: PR: ENC 1102 or C.I. The historical
and contemporary contexts of globalization. Fall,Spring.







Student Learning Outcomes


After successful completion of this course, students will be able to:


1. Understand the state of the world, including pressing contemporary economic
and security issues.


2. Apply your understanding of world politics to explain and predict behavior in
global policy spaces today.


3. Coherently and clearly communicate the state of the world for diverse
audiences.


Course Materials and Resources


The Travels of a T-Shirt in the Global Economy
ISBN: 9781118950166
Authors: Pietra Rivoli
Publisher: John Wiley & Sons
Publication Date: 2014-11-10
Notes: The digital version of the course textbook is available for
free through the UCF Libraries. Accessing the textbook requires
that you authenticate (log in) with your NID. You are permitted
to read the textbook online and/or download content to read
offline. If PDF downloads are available for your book, this
method is recommended to ensure uninterrupted access to the
content. Any unauthorized sharing of the textbook content is in
violation of the license agreement between the publisher and
university. The license permits access to this textbook for
current UCF students, staff, and faculty only. Contact your
librarian if you have any questions. Link:
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/ucf/detail.action?
docID=1840835.


Wars, Guns, and Votes
ISBN: 9780061977206
Authors: Paul Collier







Publisher: Harper Collins
Publication Date: 2009-01-23
Notes: A digital version of this book is available at the UCF
book store for less than $10.


Course Assessment and Grading Procedure


 


Assignments Number Percent Grade Each
Percent Grade


Total


Weekly Reflective Comments 5 20% 100%


Total 100%


Extra Credit Multiple-choice
Quiz


1 10% 110%


Assignment Schedule


 Due Date  Assignment Name  Assignment Type  Points  


Course Discussion 


Page
Discussion 0


6/28
Module 1 Reflective 


Comment
Assignment 20


7/5
Module 2 Reflective 


Comment
Assignment 20


7/12
Module 3 Reflective 


Comment
Assignment 20


7/19
Module 4 Reflective 


Comment
Assignment 20



https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1456488/pages/reflective-comments

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1456489/pages/extra-credit-multiple-choice-quiz

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1456489/discussion_topics/7696817

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1456489/assignments/8468834

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1456489/assignments/8468839

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1456489/assignments/8468840

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1456489/assignments/8468841





 Due Date  Assignment Name  Assignment Type  Points  


7/26
Module 5 Reflective 


Comment
Assignment 20


7/29


Student evaluation 


of course instruction 


surveys


Assignment 0


8/2


Optional Extra Credit 


End-of-Course 


Multiple-choice Quiz


Quiz 9.9


Grading Scale


Letter Grade Percentage


A 94-100%


A- 90-93%


B+ 87-89%


B 84-86%


B- 80-83%


C+ 77-79%


C 74-76%


C- 70-73%


D+ 67-69%


D 64-66%


D- 61-63%


F 0-60%


Policies for Course Grade


Makeup Work Policy


Per university policy, you are allowed to submit make-up work (or an equivalent, alternate
assignment) for authorized university-sponsored activities, religious observances, or



https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1456489/assignments/8468843

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1456489/assignments/8468856

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1456489/assignments/8468833





legal obligations (such as jury duty). If this participation conflicts with your course
assignments, I will offer a reasonable opportunity for you to complete missed
assignments and/or exams. The make-up assignment and grading scale will be
equivalent to the missed assignment and its grading scale. In the case of an authorized
university activity, it is your responsibility to show me a signed copy of the Program
Verification Form for which you will be absent, prior to the class in which the absence
occurs. In any of these cases, please contact me ahead of time to notify me of upcoming
needs.


Missed/Late Assignments


One-half percent drop in grade for every hour late. If for some technical reason you find
that you cannot make your submission through the Canvas system, attach it to an email
and send directly to me. This way I can know you made the deadline.


Attendance


n/a (online course)


Course Accessibility


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all
persons with disabilities. Students with disabilities who need access to course content
due to course design limitations should contact the professor as soon as possible.
Students should also connect with Student Accessibility Services (SAS) (Ferrell
Commons 185, sas@ucf.edu, phone 407-823-2371). For students connected with SAS,
a Course Accessibility Letter may be created and sent to professors, which informs
faculty of potential course access and accommodations that might be necessary and
reasonable. Determining reasonable access and accommodations requires consideration
of the course design, course learning objectives and the individual academic and course
barriers experienced by the student. Further conversation with SAS, faculty and the
student may be warranted to ensure an accessible course experience.


Academic Integrity


Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of Conduct at Student Conduct
and Integrity Office. According to Section 1, “Academic Misconduct,” students are



https://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

mailto:sas@ucf.edu

https://scai.sdes.ucf.edu/student-rules-of-conduct





prohibited from engaging in:


1. Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials,
information or study aids in any academic exercise unless specifically authorized
by the instructor of record. The unauthorized possession of examination or course-
related material also constitutes cheating.


2. Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral mans: The
presentation of material which has not been studied or learned, but rather obtained
through someone else’s efforts and used as part of an examination, course
assignment, or project.


3. Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to another
person, student, and/or uploading course material to a third-party vendor without
authorization or without the express written permission of the university and the
instructor. Course materials include but are not limited to class notes, Instructor’s
PowerPoints, course syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, instruction sheets, homework,
study guides, handouts, etc.


4. Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work.


5. Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the
source, thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s
own.


6. Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than
once without the express written permission of the instructor.


7. Helping another violate academic behavior standards.


8. Soliciting assistance with academic coursework and/or degree requirements.


Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating


Students should also familiarize themselves with the procedures for academic
misconduct in UCF’s student handbook, The Golden Rule. UCF faculty members have a
responsibility for students’ education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to
prevent unethical behavior and respond to academic misconduct when necessary.
Penalties for violating rules, policies, and instructions within this course can range from a
zero on the exercise to an “F” letter grade in the course. In addition, an Academic
Misconduct report could be filed with the Office of Student Conduct, which could lead to
disciplinary warning, disciplinary probation, or deferred suspension or separation from



https://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/





the University through suspension, dismissal, or expulsion with the addition of a “Z”
designation on one’s transcript.


Being found in violation of academic conduct standards could result in a student having
to disclose such behavior on a graduate school application, being removed from a
leadership position within a student organization, the recipient of scholarships,
participation in University activities such as study abroad, internships, etc.


Let’s avoid all of this by demonstrating values of honesty, trust, and integrity. No grade is
worth compromising your integrity and moving your moral compass. Stay true to doing
the right thing: take the zero, not a shortcut.


Title IX


Title IX prohibits sex discrimination, including sexual misconduct, sexual violence, sexual
harassment, and retaliation. If you or someone you know has been harassed or
assaulted, you can find resources available to support the victim, including confidential
resources and information concerning reporting options at Let's Be Clear and UCF
Cares.


For more information on diversity and inclusion, Title IX, accessibility, or UCF’s complaint
processes contact:


Title IX – OIE – Office of Institutional Equity & askanadvocate@ucf.edu


Disability Accommodation – Student Accessibility Services – Student Accessibility
Services & sas@ucf.edu


Diversity and Inclusion Training and Events – Office of the VP for Diversity, Equity
& Inclusion


UCF Compliance and Ethics Office – Compliance, Ethics, and Risk Office &
complianceandethics@ucf.edu


The Ombuds Office is a safe place to discuss concerns.


Deployed Active-Duty Military Students



http://www.shield.ucf.edu/

http://cares.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://oie.ucf.edu/

mailto:askanadvocate@ucf.edu

http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

mailto:sas@ucf.edu

http://www.diversity.ucf.edu/

http://compliance.ucf.edu/

mailto:complianceandethics@ucf.edu

http://ombuds.ucf.edu/





Students who are deployed active duty military and/or National Guard personnel and
require accommodation should contact their instructors as soon as possible after the
semester begins and/or after they receive notification of deployment to make related
arrangements.


Campus Safety


Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise during class, everyone needs
to work together. Students should be aware of their surroundings and familiar with some
basic safety and security concepts.


In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance.


Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall
near the door.


Students should make a note of the guide’s physical location and review the online
version at Safety


Students should know the evacuation routes from each of their classrooms and
have a plan for finding safety in case of an emergency.


If there is a medical emergency during class, students may need to access a first-
aid kit or AED (Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those are located,
see AED Locations.


To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF
text alerts by going to RAVE Mobile Safety and logging in. On the “My Account”
tab, fill out the information, including e-mail address and cell phone number.


Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with
their instructors outside of class.


To learn about how to manage an active-shooter situation on campus or elsewhere,
consider viewing this video from the UCF Police Department, You CAN Survive an
Active Shooter.


Campus Safety Statement for Students in Online-Only Courses


Though most emergency situations are primarily relevant to courses that meet in person,
such incidents can also impact online students, either when they are on or near campus



https://centralflorida-prod.modolabs.net/student/safety/index

https://ehs.ucf.edu/automated-external-defibrillator-aed-locations

http://www.getrave.com/login/ucf%3E

http://%3Chttps//youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk%3E





to participate in other courses or activities or when their course work is affected by off-
campus emergencies. The following policies apply to courses in online modalities.


To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF
text alerts by going to RAVE Mobile Security and logging in. On the “My Account”
tab, fill out the information, including e-mail address and cell phone number.


Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with
their instructor outside of class.


Financial Aid Accountability


All instructors/faculty are required to document students’ academic activity at the
beginning of each course. In order to document that you began this course, please
complete this activity by the end of the first week of classes or as soon as possible after
adding the course. Failure to do so may result in a delay in the disbursement of your
financial aid.


Class Schedule


 


Due Friday Assignment Name Assignment Type Points


28-Jun Module 1 Reflective Comment Reflective Comment 20


5-Jul Module 2 Reflective Comment Reflective Comment 20


12-Jul Module 3 Reflective Comment Reflective Comment 20


19-Jul Module 4 Reflective Comment Reflective Comment 20


26-Jul Module 5 Reflective Comment Reflective Comment 20


2-Aug Optional Extra Credit Quiz 20



http://www.getrave.com/login/ucf%3E






INR 4350 - Global Environmental
Politics


Section: CW60
College of Sciences


School of Politics, Security, and Intl Affairs


Course Information


Term: Summer 2024
Class Meeting Location:  
Modality: WW
Credit Hours: 3.000000000000000


Instructor Information


Jacopo Baggio
Title: INR 4350 - 0W60 Global Environmental Politics
Office Location: HPH 302 (ask the front desk)
Office Hours:
Only Virtually during the following hours: Tuesday 11 - 12.30pm and Wednesday 11 to
12.30pm. 


Zoom Link: 


https://ucf.zoom.us/j/91604785107?pwd=RVUxK0M5STlLejZreGtteWZUR3NUdz09


Meeting ID: 916 0478 5107
Passcode: 994393


Email: Jacopo.Baggio@ucf.edu


Course Description







INR 4350 COS-POLS 3(3,0)Global Environmental Politics: PR: ENC 1102 or POS 2041
or C.I. The unique environmental struggles and political issues that occur on the
international and global levels. Fall.


This course aims to equip students with theories and frameworks that are apt to
understand the current state of global environmental politics. During this course you will
read and do activities that will increase your knowledge around social-ecological
systems, resilience, adaptation and transformation. Further, you will touch upon specific
issues of global relevance such as climate change, biodiversity, fisheries, forestry,
agriculture and energy and assess the global politics surrounding them.  


Overall, this course is an introduction to concepts related to global environmental
politics via a social-ecological system lens. The course will focus on introducing
concepts and examples of issues and problems that fall under the umbrella of “global
environmental politics”.


Student Learning Outcomes


By the end of this course you should be able to:


Knowledge: Have knowledge of different ways in which environmental issues can be
approached. Understanding the trade-offs involved in global environmental politics as
well as assessing and understanding issues surrounding collective action and
cooperation. Further, you will have knowledge on some of the most important pressing
issues in global environmental politics: climate change, biodiversity loss and finance; as
well as issues surrounding specific global resources such as fisheries, forestry and
energy. 


Competence and skills: Compare and critically assess the different theories and
frameworks proposed and use the appropriate lens to assess and find solutions to
current issues in environmental politics. Further, students, via independent work, will
need to learn to write policy briefs related to potential solution to a topic of your choice.


Finally, students will be evaluated via:


10 Weekly highlights for the general public







One presentation in which you lay out a potential policy solution to tackle a specific
environmental issue of your choice (feel free to contact me at any time if you are
unsure about the topic you want to address).


One presentation that relates to the first (incorporating feedback) and lay out further
in detail potential policy solution to tackle a specific environmental issue of your
choice.


One 1000 maximum word policy brief


Course Materials and Resources


No book necessary for this course. Journal Articles are given within modules and
in the course schedule at the end of this syllabus


Course Assessment and Grading Procedure


Weekly Highlights: Discussion (40 points, 4 points each)


During the course you will be required to write 5 bullet points highlight of a paper of your
choice between the weekly papers assigned (you can choose one of the mandatory
readings in bold or one of the optional). The weekly highlights must include:


The title of the paper you refer to


5 highlights of the paper that are relevant to you (minimum 200 words for all 5)


The highlights need to be written for a general audience (imagine you are giving the
highlights to a policy maker, that is not an expert in the field). 


Example of questions you can use as prompt to write your highlights:


What question is being addressed?


What is the main method/approaches used? (Data, case study, experiment, model,
pure theory etc.)


What is the motivation? (why do we care?)


What are the main results of the paper?


What are the implication of the main results of the paper for policy makers? 







 First Presentation (15 points) 


The first presentation should include a policy issue you are interested in (or problem
statement) related to environmental politics.


During the first presentation you are expected to synthetize and apply appropriately the
different theories/frameworks learned in class to the problem of your choice. You should
make appropriate references to the literature and clarify assumptions underlying your
choices. You should be able to also present how you intend to proceed to address the
policy issue you are proposing.


Remember:


Presentation cannot be longer than 5 minutes (and they will be timed, going over
time will result in a penalization in points).


Topic of the presentation is a topic of your choice, but it should be related to your
final project.


The first presentation should aim to clarify: the problem, how can we address it and
the stakeholders


 


Second Presentation (20 points) 


The second presentation should actually be akin your final paper and should present it,
as you would to a decision maker. Hence this presentation implies that you will have a
specific motivation, identified stakeholders and assess the issue and potential solutions.
You should incorporate feedback received during your first presentation.


Remember:


Presentation cannot be longer than 5 minutes (and they will be timed, going over
time will result in a penalization in points).


Topic of the presentation should be related to your final project and to your first
presentation. 


Incorporate feedback from the first presentation.


This second presentation should aim to present your final paper. Hence you should
be able to coherently argue on the policy brief of your choice.







Final Paper (25 points)


The final project is due the last week of class (or week 16)


The final project can be discussed with me at any time during the course. If you
have your own topic, we will work on that, if not, you can choose any topic covered
during the course or you will be assigned one.


The final project has to showcase your ability to coherently write a policy brief that
can be submitted to a policy maker. It has to involve an in-depth analysis of a topic
of your choice that you have learned during the semester.


The final project is an individual project.


Your final project must consist of a thoughtful analysis on a topic of your choice:


The policy brief should address current state of the art, stakeholders, solutions,
winners and losers (potential) of the solution and potential risks associated to
implementing the policy you are writing about. 


You are not allowed to use quotes, and the essay will be submitted via Turn-It-In.


APA style is required as well as proper citations if needed.


The Policy brief must be at least 1000 words, not to exceed 2000 words without
counting references.


Submissions
All course assignments (weekly highlights, presentations and final project) are to be
submitted via Webcourses@ucf (Canvas)


Assignment Schedule


 Due Date  Assignment Name  Assignment Type  Points  


5/17
1st Week 


Engagement Quiz
Quiz 0



mailto:Webcourses@ucf

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1457028/quizzes/2520667





 Due Date  Assignment Name  Assignment Type  Points  


5/19


Module 3 - 


Institutional Design 


Principles


Discussion 4


5/26
Module 4 - Social 


Dilemmas
Discussion 4


6/2
Module 5 - Social 


Ecological Systems
Discussion 4


6/9
Module 6 - Planetary 


Boundaries
Discussion 4


6/16
Module 7 - 


Resilience Principles
Discussion 4


6/23


Module 8 - Global 


Environmental 


Politics and  


Governance


Discussion 4


6/23 First Presentation Assignment 15


6/30


Module 9 - 


Compliance, effects 


and effectiveness of 


environmental 


regimes


Discussion 4


7/7


Module 10 - Climate 


Change and the 


UNFCC


Discussion 4


7/14
Module 11 - 


Biodiversity Loss
Discussion 4


7/21


Module 12 -


Economics, Finance 


and Climate Change


Discussion 4



https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1457028/assignments/8459738

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1457028/assignments/8459736

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1457028/assignments/8459735

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1457028/assignments/8459737

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1457028/assignments/8459734

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1457028/assignments/8459733

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1457028/assignments/8459740

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1457028/assignments/8459732

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1457028/assignments/8459731

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1457028/assignments/8459730

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1457028/assignments/8459729





 Due Date  Assignment Name  Assignment Type  Points  


7/21 Second Presentation Assignment 20


7/26 Final Project Assignment 25


Grading Scale


Assignment value in points:


Assignment Points


Weekly Discussion
40


First Presentation
15


Second
Presentation


20


Final Project 25


Total 100


Points to Grade Conversion:


Letter Grade Points


A 93 – 100 points


A- 90 – 92 points


B+ 87 – 89 points



https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1457028/assignments/8459741

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1457028/assignments/8459739





Letter Grade Points


B 83 – 86 points


B- 80 – 82 points


C+ 77 – 79 points


C 70 – 76 points


D 60 – 69 points


F 59 and below


Policies for Course Grade


Late Assignments:


Late assignments are penalized 1pt every 8 hr. After 48hr your assignment will be


valued 0 points.


Make-up Exams and Assignments


Per university policy, you are allowed to submit make-up work (or an equivalent,
alternate assignment) for authorized university-sponsored activities, religious
observances, or legal obligations (such as jury duty). If this participation conflicts with
your course assignments, I will offer a reasonable opportunity for you to complete
missed assignments and/or exams. The make-up assignment and grading scale will be
equivalent to the missed assignment and its grading scale. In the case of an authorized
university activity, it is your responsibility to show me a signed copy of the Program
Verification Form for which you will be absent, prior to the class in which the absence
occurs. In any of these cases, please contact me ahead of time to notify me of
upcoming needs.







Course Accessibility


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all
persons with disabilities. Students with disabilities who need access to course content
due to course design limitations should contact the professor as soon as possible.
Students should also connect with Student Accessibility Services (SAS) (Ferrell
Commons 185, sas@ucf.edu, phone 407-823-2371). For students connected with SAS,
a Course Accessibility Letter may be created and sent to professors, which informs
faculty of potential course access and accommodations that might be necessary and
reasonable. Determining reasonable access and accommodations requires consideration
of the course design, course learning objectives and the individual academic and course
barriers experienced by the student. Further conversation with SAS, faculty and the
student may be warranted to ensure an accessible course experience.


Academic Integrity


Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of Conduct at Student Conduct
and Integrity Office. According to Section 1, “Academic Misconduct,” students are
prohibited from engaging in:


1. Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials,
information or study aids in any academic exercise unless specifically authorized
by the instructor of record. The unauthorized possession of examination or course-
related material also constitutes cheating.


2. Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral mans: The
presentation of material which has not been studied or learned, but rather obtained
through someone else’s efforts and used as part of an examination, course
assignment, or project.


3. Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to another
person, student, and/or uploading course material to a third-party vendor without
authorization or without the express written permission of the university and the
instructor. Course materials include but are not limited to class notes, Instructor’s
PowerPoints, course syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, instruction sheets, homework,
study guides, handouts, etc.



https://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

mailto:sas@ucf.edu

https://scai.sdes.ucf.edu/student-rules-of-conduct





4. Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work.


5. Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the
source, thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s
own.


6. Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than
once without the express written permission of the instructor.


7. Helping another violate academic behavior standards.


8. Soliciting assistance with academic coursework and/or degree requirements.


Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating


Students should also familiarize themselves with the procedures for academic
misconduct in UCF’s student handbook, The Golden Rule. UCF faculty members have a
responsibility for students’ education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to
prevent unethical behavior and respond to academic misconduct when necessary.
Penalties for violating rules, policies, and instructions within this course can range from a
zero on the exercise to an “F” letter grade in the course. In addition, an Academic
Misconduct report could be filed with the Office of Student Conduct, which could lead to
disciplinary warning, disciplinary probation, or deferred suspension or separation from
the University through suspension, dismissal, or expulsion with the addition of a “Z”
designation on one’s transcript.


Being found in violation of academic conduct standards could result in a student having
to disclose such behavior on a graduate school application, being removed from a
leadership position within a student organization, the recipient of scholarships,
participation in University activities such as study abroad, internships, etc.


Let’s avoid all of this by demonstrating values of honesty, trust, and integrity. No grade is
worth compromising your integrity and moving your moral compass. Stay true to doing
the right thing: take the zero, not a shortcut.


Title IX


Title IX prohibits sex discrimination, including sexual misconduct, sexual violence, sexual
harassment, and retaliation. If you or someone you know has been harassed or
assaulted, you can find resources available to support the victim, including confidential



https://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/





resources and information concerning reporting options at Let's Be Clear and UCF
Cares.


For more information on diversity and inclusion, Title IX, accessibility, or UCF’s complaint
processes contact:


Title IX – OIE – Office of Institutional Equity & askanadvocate@ucf.edu


Disability Accommodation – Student Accessibility Services – Student Accessibility
Services & sas@ucf.edu


Diversity and Inclusion Training and Events – Office of the VP for Diversity, Equity
& Inclusion


UCF Compliance and Ethics Office – Compliance, Ethics, and Risk Office &
complianceandethics@ucf.edu


The Ombuds Office is a safe place to discuss concerns.


Deployed Active-Duty Military Students


Students who are deployed active duty military and/or National Guard personnel and
require accommodation should contact their instructors as soon as possible after the
semester begins and/or after they receive notification of deployment to make related
arrangements.


Campus Safety


Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise during class, everyone needs
to work together. Students should be aware of their surroundings and familiar with some
basic safety and security concepts.


In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance.


Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall
near the door.


Students should make a note of the guide’s physical location and review the online
version at Safety



http://www.shield.ucf.edu/

http://cares.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://oie.ucf.edu/

mailto:askanadvocate@ucf.edu

http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

mailto:sas@ucf.edu

http://www.diversity.ucf.edu/

http://compliance.ucf.edu/

mailto:complianceandethics@ucf.edu

http://ombuds.ucf.edu/

https://centralflorida-prod.modolabs.net/student/safety/index





Students should know the evacuation routes from each of their classrooms and
have a plan for finding safety in case of an emergency.


If there is a medical emergency during class, students may need to access a first-
aid kit or AED (Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those are located,
see AED Locations.


To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF
text alerts by going to RAVE Mobile Safety and logging in. On the “My Account”
tab, fill out the information, including e-mail address and cell phone number.


Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with
their instructors outside of class.


To learn about how to manage an active-shooter situation on campus or elsewhere,
consider viewing this video from the UCF Police Department, You CAN Survive an
Active Shooter.


Campus Safety Statement for Students in Online-Only Courses


Though most emergency situations are primarily relevant to courses that meet in person,
such incidents can also impact online students, either when they are on or near campus
to participate in other courses or activities or when their course work is affected by off-
campus emergencies. The following policies apply to courses in online modalities.


To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF
text alerts by going to RAVE Mobile Security and logging in. On the “My Account”
tab, fill out the information, including e-mail address and cell phone number.


Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with
their instructor outside of class.


Financial Aid Accountability


All instructors/faculty are required to document students’ academic activity at the
beginning of each course. In order to document that you began this course, please
complete this activity by the end of the first week of classes or as soon as possible after
adding the course. Failure to do so may result in a delay in the disbursement of your
financial aid.



https://ehs.ucf.edu/automated-external-defibrillator-aed-locations

http://www.getrave.com/login/ucf%3E

http://%3Chttps//youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk%3E

http://www.getrave.com/login/ucf%3E





Class Schedule


Course Schedule


Week Mode Topic Assignments
Due


Dates
Readings (


Module
0


Online Course Orientation


Check this blog out, great
writing
papers: http://www.raulpa


 


Module
1


Online Searching, reading
and referencing
appropriately peer-
reviewed papers


Syllabus Quiz
- academic
engagement


Friday
May
17th
2024


Check this blog out, g
writing
papers: http://www.rau
s/


Module
2


Online What are the
commons?


  Hardin, G. (1968). Th
Commons. Science, 
1248. http://doi.org/1


Dietz, T. (2003). Strug
Commons. Science, 
1912. http://doi.org/1


Vogler, J. (2005). Stud
Governance without P
Environmental Politics


Lambert, J., Epstein, G
Identifying Topics and 
Pool Resources Using
Processing. Internatio
206. https://doi.org/10



http://www.raulpacheco.org/2017/06/writingpapers/

http://www.raulpacheco.org/2017/06/writingpapers/

http://doi.org/10.1126/science.162.3859.1243

http://doi.org/10.1126/science.1091015





Week Mode Topic Assignments
Due


Dates
Readings (


Module
3


Online


Design principles for
Common Pool
Resources


Weekly
Highlights
(include
Modules 2
and 3)


Sunday,
May
19th
2024


Cox, M., Arnold, G., &
Design Principles fo
Resource Manageme


Baggio, J. A., Barnet
Ratajczyk, E., Rollins
Explaining success a
configural nature of 
principles. Internatio
Commons, 10(2). htt


Barnett, A. J., Baggio,
Ibarra, I., Rubinos, C.,
iterative approach to c
qualitative analysis of 
inconsistencies. Intern
Commons, 10(2), 467



http://doi.org/10.18352/ijc.634





Week Mode Topic Assignments
Due


Dates
Readings (


Module
4


 


online Social Dilemmas Weekly
Highlights 


Sunday,
May
26th
2022


Janssen, M. A., Hola
(2010). Lab experime
ecological systems. 
http://doi.org/10.1126


Baggio, J. A., Rollins, 
(2015). Irrigation expe
environmental variabil
and Society, 20(4), 12
200412 


Baggio, J. A., Freem
M. (2022). Harnessin
address socio-enviro
challenges. Plos one


Janssen, M. A., Bousq
D., & Worrapimphong
irrigation dilemmas. Ag



http://doi.org/10.5751/ES-07772-200412





Week Mode Topic Assignments
Due


Dates
Readings (


Module
5


Online
Social-Ecological
Systems


Weekly
Highlights


Sunday,
Jun 2nd
2024


Folke, C., Polasky, S
Westley, F., Lamont, 
future in the Anthrop
50). https://doi.org/10


Folke, C. (2006). Resi
perspective for social-
analyses. Global Envi
http://doi.org/10.1016/


Holling, C. S., Folke, C
(2000). Resilience of E
and Institutions - Final


Anderies, J. M., Janss
framework to analyze 
systems from an instit
society,9(1), 18.


Nelson, D. R., Adger
Adaptation to enviro
a resilience framewo
and Resources, 32(1







Week Mode Topic Assignments
Due


Dates
Readings (


Module
6


 


Online Planetary boundaries


Overshoot and
Collapse


Weekly
Highlights


Sunday,
Jun 9th
2024


Steffen, W., Richards
E., Fetzer, I., Bennett
Planetary boundarie
on a changing plane
1259855. http://doi.o


Tainter, J. A. (2006). A
Collapse. Annual Re
74. http://doi.org/10.1
3136


Wackernagel, M., Sch
C., Jenkins, M., Kapos
Tracking the ecologica
economy. Proceedings
Sciences, 99(14), 926
9271. http://doi.org/10



http://doi.org/10.1126/science.1259855

http://doi.org/10.1146/annurev.anthro.35.081705.123136

http://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.142033699





Week Mode Topic Assignments
Due


Dates
Readings (


Module
7


 


Online Resilience
“principles” for
ecosystem
management


Weekly
Highlights


Sunday,
June
16th
2024


Baggio, J. A., Brown
Boundary object or b
network analysis of r
Society, 20(2), 2.


Biggs, R., Schlüter, M
BurnSilver, S., Cund
Toward Principles fo
Ecosystem Services
and Resources, 37(1
http://doi.org/10.1146


Carpenter, S., Walker,
(2001). From Metapho
What to What? Ecosys
781. http://doi.org/10.1


Carpenter, S. R., Broc
& Scheffer, M. (2015).
safe operating space f
ecosystems. Proceedi
Sciences, 112(46), 14
14389. http://doi.org/1


Anderies, J. M. (2015)
challenges for the Ant
National Academy of S
14403. http://doi.org/1



http://doi.org/10.1007/s10021-001-0045-9

http://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1511804112

http://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1519071112





Week Mode Topic Assignments
Due


Dates
Readings (


Module
8


Online Global Environmental
Problems and
prospects for
Governance


Weekly
Highlights
and First
Presentation


Sunday,
June
23rd
2024


Biermann, F. (2021). 
‘environmental’polic
paradigm shift. Envir


Maniates, M. F. (2001)
a bike, save the world
politics, 1(3), 31-52.


Ostrom, E., Burger, J.
Policansky, D. (1999).
lessons, global challen


Ostrom, E. (2010). Be
polycentric governanc
systems. American ec


Galaz, V. (2022). Glob
times of turbulence. 







Week Mode Topic Assignments
Due


Dates
Readings (


Module
9


Compliance, effects
and effectiveness of
environmental
regimes


Weekly
Highlights


Sunday
June
30th
2024


Roberts, J. T., Parks,
Who ratifies environ
Institutionalism, stru
192 nations in 22 tre
Politics, 4(3), 22-64


Young, O. R. (2014). T
environmental regime
themes, and research
International Environm


Gilligan, M. J. (2004). 
in international multila
Organization, 58(3), 4


Wanner, M. S. (2021)
international environ
and compliance in th
Action. International
Politics, Law and Ec


Young, O. R. (2018). R
effectiveness of intern
regimes. Nature Susta







Week Mode Topic Assignments
Due


Dates
Readings (


Module
10


Climate Change and
the UNFCC


Weekly
Highlights


Sunday
July 7th
2024


Depledge, J., Saldivi
half full or glass half
Climate Conference.


AR6 Climate Change 
summary for policy
makers: https://www.ip
m-headline-statement


Aklin, M., & Mildenbe
wrong dilemma: why
collective action, cha
change. Global Envir


Kuyper, J. W., Linnér, 
state actors in hybrid g
legitimacy, and effectiv
Interdisciplinary Revie


Module
11


 Biodiversity Loss Weekly
Highlights


Sunday,
July
14th
2024


Ulloa, A. M. (2022). Ac
Dialogue: Can NGOs 
Biodiversity?. Global E


Pattberg, P., Widerber
a global biodiversity a
385-390.


Petersson, M., & Sto
global biodiversity g
Environmental Agree
Economics, 22(2), 33


Rydén, O., Zizka, A., 
Antonelli, A. (2020). L
biodiversity conserv
research gaps. Ambi



https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/wg1/resources/spm-headline-statements/





Week Mode Topic Assignments
Due


Dates
Readings (


Module
12


Economics, Finance
and Climate Change


Weekly
Highlights


and second
presentation


Sunday,
July
21st
2023


Kedward, K., Ryan-Co
Biodiversity loss and c
stability implications fo
supervisors. Climate P


Galaz, V., Crona, B., 
Steffen, W. (2018). Fi
Exploring the links b
linear changes in the
Environmental Chan


Chenet, H., Ryan-Co
Finance, climate-cha
Towards a precautio
policy. Ecological Ec


Schweickart, D. (2010
possible?. Procedia-S
6739-6752.


Biermann, F., Kanie, N
governance by goal-se
Sustainable Developm
Environmental Sustain







Week Mode Topic Assignments
Due


Dates
Readings (


Module
13


Online Energy, Adaptation
and Transformation


Das, A. (2019, March)
developing nations' cli
systematic review and
Conference on Climat


Hausknost, D., & Ham
environmental state? T
sustainability transform
Politics, 29(1), 1-16.


Karintseva, O., Kharc
Derykolenko, O., Me
Environmental deter
transformation of na
development. Interna
Issues, 43(2-3), 262-2


O’Brien, K. (2012). Glo
adaptation to delibera
human geography, 36


Sachs, J. D., Schmid
Messner, D., Nakicen
Six transformations 
development goals. 
814


Module
14


 


OnlineFinal Project work Time  Friday,
July
26th
2024


 








INR 4603 - International Relations
Theory


Section: DW60
College of Sciences


School of Politics, Security, and Intl Affairs


Course Information


Term: Summer 2024
Class Meeting Location:  
Modality: WW
Credit Hours: 3.000000000000000


Instructor Information


Michael Mousseau
Title: Professor
Office Location: Howard Phillips 302 M
Office Hours:
Online Wednesdays & Thursdays 10:00 to 11:00 am. I am also available by appointment.
Send an email and I'll send back a zoom link. Email questions anytime: I usually respond
as soon as I see them. 
Phone: 407-823-2608
Email: Michael.Mousseau@ucf.edu


Course Description


INR 4603 COS-POLS 3(3,0)International Relations Theory: PR: ENC 1102 or POS 2041
or C.I. Theoretical trends prevalent in the study of international relations, including
realism, liberalism, Marxism, feminism, and post-modernism. Fall, Spring.







Student Learning Outcomes


After successful completion of this course, students will be able to:


Understand the leading schools of thought in the study of international relations.


Write about the leading schools of thought in the study of international relations.


Course Materials and Resources


A History of International Relations Theory
ISBN: 9780719095818
Authors: Torbjørn L. Knutsen
Publisher: Manchester University Press
Publication Date: 2016
Edition: Third


Course Assessment and Grading Procedure


 


Assignments Number Percent Grade Each
Percent Gra


Total


Weekly Reflective Comments 7 14.3% 100%


Optional Redo of One Comment Optional Grade Replaces
One Comment


0%


Total 100%


 



https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1456488/pages/reflective-comments

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1456488/assignments/8491638





 


Assignment Schedule


 Due Date  Assignment Name  Assignment Type  Points  


5/20
Module 1 Reflective 


Comment
Assignment 14.3


5/27
Module 2 Reflective 


Comment
Assignment 14.3


6/3
Module 3 Reflective 


Comment
Assignment 14.3


6/10
Module 4 Reflective 


Comment
Assignment 14.3


6/17
Module 5 Reflective 


Comment
Assignment 14.3


6/24
Module 6 Reflective 


Comment 
Assignment 14.3



https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1456488/assignments/8471354

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1456488/assignments/8471359

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1456488/assignments/8471360

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1456488/assignments/8471361

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1456488/assignments/8471362

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1456488/assignments/8471363





 Due Date  Assignment Name  Assignment Type  Points  


7/1
Module 7 Reflective 


Comment 
Assignment 14.3


7/8


Optional Redo of 


One Reflective 


Comment


Assignment 0


7/10


Student evaluation 


of course instruction 


surveys


Assignment 0


Grading Scale


Letter Grade Percentage


A 94-100%


A- 90-93%


B+ 87-89%


B 84-86%


B- 80-83%


C+ 77-79%


C 74-76%


C- 70-73%


D+ 67-69%


D 64-66%


D- 61-63%


F 0-60%


Policies for Course Grade


Makeup Work Policy


Per university policy, you are allowed to submit make-up work (or an equivalent, alternate
assignment) for authorized university-sponsored activities, religious observances, or



https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1456488/assignments/8471364

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1456488/assignments/8491638

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1456488/assignments/8471368





legal obligations (such as jury duty). If this participation conflicts with your course
assignments, I will offer a reasonable opportunity for you to complete missed
assignments and/or exams. The make-up assignment and grading scale will be
equivalent to the missed assignment and its grading scale. In the case of an authorized
university activity, it is your responsibility to show me a signed copy of the Program
Verification Form for which you will be absent, prior to the class in which the absence
occurs. In any of these cases, please contact me ahead of time to notify me of upcoming
needs.


Missed/Late Assignments


One-half percent drop in grade for every hour late. If for some technical reason you find
that you cannot make your submission through the Canvas system, attach it to an email
and send directly to me. This way I can know you made the deadline.


Attendance


n/a (online course)


Course Accessibility


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all
persons with disabilities. Students with disabilities who need access to course content
due to course design limitations should contact the professor as soon as possible.
Students should also connect with Student Accessibility Services (SAS) (Ferrell
Commons 185, sas@ucf.edu, phone 407-823-2371). For students connected with SAS,
a Course Accessibility Letter may be created and sent to professors, which informs
faculty of potential course access and accommodations that might be necessary and
reasonable. Determining reasonable access and accommodations requires consideration
of the course design, course learning objectives and the individual academic and course
barriers experienced by the student. Further conversation with SAS, faculty and the
student may be warranted to ensure an accessible course experience.


Academic Integrity


Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of Conduct at Student Conduct
and Integrity Office. According to Section 1, “Academic Misconduct,” students are



https://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

mailto:sas@ucf.edu

https://scai.sdes.ucf.edu/student-rules-of-conduct





prohibited from engaging in:


1. Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials,
information or study aids in any academic exercise unless specifically authorized
by the instructor of record. The unauthorized possession of examination or course-
related material also constitutes cheating.


2. Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral mans: The
presentation of material which has not been studied or learned, but rather obtained
through someone else’s efforts and used as part of an examination, course
assignment, or project.


3. Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to another
person, student, and/or uploading course material to a third-party vendor without
authorization or without the express written permission of the university and the
instructor. Course materials include but are not limited to class notes, Instructor’s
PowerPoints, course syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, instruction sheets, homework,
study guides, handouts, etc.


4. Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work.


5. Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the
source, thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s
own.


6. Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than
once without the express written permission of the instructor.


7. Helping another violate academic behavior standards.


8. Soliciting assistance with academic coursework and/or degree requirements.


Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating


Students should also familiarize themselves with the procedures for academic
misconduct in UCF’s student handbook, The Golden Rule. UCF faculty members have a
responsibility for students’ education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to
prevent unethical behavior and respond to academic misconduct when necessary.
Penalties for violating rules, policies, and instructions within this course can range from a
zero on the exercise to an “F” letter grade in the course. In addition, an Academic
Misconduct report could be filed with the Office of Student Conduct, which could lead to
disciplinary warning, disciplinary probation, or deferred suspension or separation from



https://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/





the University through suspension, dismissal, or expulsion with the addition of a “Z”
designation on one’s transcript.


Being found in violation of academic conduct standards could result in a student having
to disclose such behavior on a graduate school application, being removed from a
leadership position within a student organization, the recipient of scholarships,
participation in University activities such as study abroad, internships, etc.


Let’s avoid all of this by demonstrating values of honesty, trust, and integrity. No grade is
worth compromising your integrity and moving your moral compass. Stay true to doing
the right thing: take the zero, not a shortcut.


Title IX


Title IX prohibits sex discrimination, including sexual misconduct, sexual violence, sexual
harassment, and retaliation. If you or someone you know has been harassed or
assaulted, you can find resources available to support the victim, including confidential
resources and information concerning reporting options at Let's Be Clear and UCF
Cares.


For more information on diversity and inclusion, Title IX, accessibility, or UCF’s complaint
processes contact:


Title IX – OIE – Office of Institutional Equity & askanadvocate@ucf.edu


Disability Accommodation – Student Accessibility Services – Student Accessibility
Services & sas@ucf.edu


Diversity and Inclusion Training and Events – Office of the VP for Diversity, Equity
& Inclusion


UCF Compliance and Ethics Office – Compliance, Ethics, and Risk Office &
complianceandethics@ucf.edu


The Ombuds Office is a safe place to discuss concerns.


Deployed Active-Duty Military Students



http://www.shield.ucf.edu/

http://cares.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://oie.ucf.edu/

mailto:askanadvocate@ucf.edu

http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

mailto:sas@ucf.edu

http://www.diversity.ucf.edu/

http://compliance.ucf.edu/

mailto:complianceandethics@ucf.edu

http://ombuds.ucf.edu/





Students who are deployed active duty military and/or National Guard personnel and
require accommodation should contact their instructors as soon as possible after the
semester begins and/or after they receive notification of deployment to make related
arrangements.


Campus Safety


Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise during class, everyone needs
to work together. Students should be aware of their surroundings and familiar with some
basic safety and security concepts.


In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance.


Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall
near the door.


Students should make a note of the guide’s physical location and review the online
version at Safety


Students should know the evacuation routes from each of their classrooms and
have a plan for finding safety in case of an emergency.


If there is a medical emergency during class, students may need to access a first-
aid kit or AED (Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those are located,
see AED Locations.


To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF
text alerts by going to RAVE Mobile Safety and logging in. On the “My Account”
tab, fill out the information, including e-mail address and cell phone number.


Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with
their instructors outside of class.


To learn about how to manage an active-shooter situation on campus or elsewhere,
consider viewing this video from the UCF Police Department, You CAN Survive an
Active Shooter.


Campus Safety Statement for Students in Online-Only Courses


Though most emergency situations are primarily relevant to courses that meet in person,
such incidents can also impact online students, either when they are on or near campus



https://centralflorida-prod.modolabs.net/student/safety/index

https://ehs.ucf.edu/automated-external-defibrillator-aed-locations

http://www.getrave.com/login/ucf%3E

http://%3Chttps//youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk%3E





to participate in other courses or activities or when their course work is affected by off-
campus emergencies. The following policies apply to courses in online modalities.


To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF
text alerts by going to RAVE Mobile Security and logging in. On the “My Account”
tab, fill out the information, including e-mail address and cell phone number.


Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with
their instructor outside of class.


Financial Aid Accountability


All instructors/faculty are required to document students’ academic activity at the
beginning of each course. In order to document that you began this course, please
complete this activity by the end of the first week of classes or as soon as possible after
adding the course. Failure to do so may result in a delay in the disbursement of your
financial aid.


Class Schedule


 


Due Date Assignment Name Assignment Type Points


20-May Module 1 Reflective Comment Reflective Comment 14.3


27-May Module 2 Reflective Comment Reflective Comment 14.3


3-Jun Module 3 Reflective Comment Reflective Comment 14.3


10-Jun Module 4 Reflective Comment Reflective Comment 14.3


17-Jun Module 5 Reflective Comment Reflective Comment 14.3


24-Jun Module 6 Reflective Comment Reflective Comment 14.3


1-Jul Module 7 Reflective Comment Reflective Comment 14.3


8-Jul Optional Redo of One Comment 0


10-Jul Student evaluation of course instruction surveys 0



http://www.getrave.com/login/ucf%3E
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POS 3122 - State Government and Public Policy 


Section: AW60 


College of Sciences 


School of Politics, Security, and Intl Affairs 


Course Information 


Term: Summer 2024 
Class Meeting Location:  
Modality: WW 
Credit Hours: 3.000000000000000 


Instructor Information 


Aubrey Jewett 
Title: Associate Professor 
Office Location: Howard Phillips Hall (HPH) 302 E 
Office Hours: 
M & W 9-10am via Zoom or by appointment via Zoom (to set up a Zoom conference please email me, 
and I will send you a link)  
Phone: 407-823-2608 
Email: Aubrey.Jewett@ucf.edu 
Caitlin Concannon 
Title: Teaching Assistant 
Office Location: Online Only 
Office Hours: 
Online by appointment via email 
Email: Caitlin.Concannon@ucf.edu 


Course Description 


POS 3122 COS-POLS 3(3,0)State Government and Public Policy: PR: POS 2041 or C.I. A comparative 
study of American state governments, political processes, and public policies, with emphasis on 
Florida. Spring. 


 


Course Scope and Purpose: State Government and Public Policy examines politics and policy in 


the American states with a special focus on comparing Florida with other states. We look at the 


demographic and economic environment of the states as well as state constitutions and the role of 


states in the federal system. We study participation in state and local politics, the role of political 


parties and the conduct of state and local elections. We explore state institutions including the 


legislature, executive branch, bureaucracy, and courts. We investigate the structure, function, 







governance and challenges facing local government in the US. We analyze and evaluate state and 


local policy including criminal justice, land use, economic development, transportation, growth 


management, environment, civil rights, education, health, welfare and taxation. 


Student Learning Outcomes 


After successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 


1. Demonstrate knowledge of basic facts, definitions and concepts related to the political 
foundations, institutions, and processes of state and local government. 


2. Engage in the comparative analytical approach: examine political institutions and behaviors across 
states and localities in order to identify and explain similarities and differences. 


3. Evaluate the role of state and local government in managing conflict over what values should be 
implemented as public policy in a variety of areas. 


4. Explain how and why politics and policy in Florida operate as they do in contrast to other states. 


5. Explore how diversity impacts state and local politics and policy focusing on contemporary 
minority American culture as defined by race, ethnicity, gender, social and economic class, age, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, and physical ability. 


6. Find, summarize, analyze, and express thoughtful opinions about current state and local politics 
and policy. 


7. Discuss state and local political and policy issues in a professional academic manner and show 
respect for other people who may hold different views. 


 


Course Materials and Resources 


Politics in States and Communities 
ISBN: 9780205994724 
Authors: Thomas R. Dye and Susan A. MacManus 
Publisher: Pearson 
Publication Date: 2015 
Edition: 15th 
Notes: You can purchase the book from many locations including Barnes and Noble (the campus 
bookstore), Amazon, Chegg and many other college booksellers. You may also purchase directly from 
Pearson – the digital e-version is inexpensive (less than $45.00) and immediately available. The book 
is available for sale or rent and as new and used editions. 


Course Assessment and Grading Procedure 







8 Modules – 100% of your total grade. Each module consists of 2 graded activities: Chapter Quiz 


and Update & Discuss. Each module will usually cover 2 chapters from the Dye and MacManus 


text (the last module has 3 chapters). 


 


Chapter Quiz – 50% of total grade. Each quiz will usually have 50 questions covering material 


from the Dye and MacManus book. You will normally have 90 minutes to take the quiz. You may 


take the quiz a second time to improve your score. The questions are drawn from a larger quiz 


bank I have constructed so while a few questions may be the same on a 2nd attempt, most will be 


different. You should read the chapters and study before starting the quiz as you will not have 


time to look up every answer. All 8 quizzes count towards your final grade. 


 


Update & Discuss – 50% of total grade. Update & Discuss will include several steps. First, update 


information from that Module by finding a current event article and writing a 350-500-word 


Update using the required template I provide in the module instructions. Next, copy and paste 


your update into the appropriate discussion as a single post. Finally, engage in scholarly, 


professional, and substantive discussion with your fellow classmates by responding to their 


Update and replying to students who post about your work. Discussion with others is open for two 


days after the Update due date. See the module instructions for the details concerning discussion 


with classmates and Professor Jewett. You will be assigned to write an update and discuss on 4 


modules and the highest 3 will count towards your final grade. 


Grading Scale 


Letter Grade Percentage 


A 90-100% 


B 80-89% 


C 70-79% 


D 60-69% 


F 0-59% 


Policies for Course Grade 


Missed Quizzes, Missed or Late Assignments and Makeup Work Policy 


• Make-up Assignments for Authorized University Events or Co-curricular Activities – 


Students who miss exams/assignments because they are representing UCF in authorized 


events or activities will be offered reasonable opportunity to complete the work with no 


penalty applied. It is the student’s responsibility to provide the instructor with a copy of 


the Program Verification Form (which lists the names of students participating in the 


authorized event or activity) prior to the class in which the absence occurs.  


• Religious Observances – A student who desires to observe a religious holy day of his or 


her religious faith must notify all of his/her instructors at the beginning of the term to be 


excused from classes to observe the religious holy day. The student is responsible for any 







material covered during the excused absence, but will be permitted a reasonable amount of 


time to complete any work missed. 


• Quizzes – I do not drop any quiz grades and quizzes automatically lock at the due date and 


time. Under normal circumstance I will not reopen the quiz. If you miss a quiz and want a 


chance to make up the quiz email me as soon as possible (normally within 24 hours). If 


you have a verifiable extenuating circumstance (i.e. illness with a doctor’s note, accident 


with a police report, or death in the family with documentation) I will let you make up one 


quiz with no grade penalty. You must complete the quiz in a reasonable amount of time (I 


will set a deadline). If you do not have a verifiable extenuating circumstance (you forgot, 


overslept, were too busy etc.) I may allow you one make up in a reasonable amount of 


time (I will set a deadline) as long as you contact me quickly (usually within 24 hours), 


take responsibility for what happened, and have been showing a good faith effort to 


complete previous work. However, I deduct ten points from the score in fairness to 


classmates who completed the quiz on time.  


• Update & Discuss – I will assign you to write an update and discuss on four modules. 


Your final score will be based on your highest 3 update and discuss scores. This will 


provide you a measure of protection should something happen that prevents you from 


writing a paper (computer glitch, illness, work, vacation etc.) or should you do poorly on a 


paper and want to improve. Once the module closes you will not be able to post a late 


paper or post further comments in the discussion. If you have an extraordinary situation 


which causes you to miss more than one Update & Discuss you may email me with the 


pertinent information, and I will decide what to do based on being fair to you but also to 


all the other students in the class that are meeting the deadlines. You may post 


your Update paper up to two days late after the initial deadline, but there will be a 10 point 


penalty for each day the initial posting is late. So, 10 points off for one day late and 20 


points off for two days late. Discussion with others is available until the module closes and 


will not be reopened.  


Other Policies  


Workload and Deadlines: Online courses require students to be self-motivated and do work on a 


regular basis without being reminded of assignments and due dates. The average student can 


expect to put in at least 12-15 hours a module on this course if they want to do well. You will 


usually be reading 2 chapters from the main text each module. You can also expect that you will 


write 1000 words or more (counting initial postings and discussions with others) for each assigned 


module if you want to do well. Do not wait until the last minute to do assignments. Computer 


problems and Internet connection problems will happen. They are not acceptable excuses for 


missing due dates and deadlines. Due times for graded assignments are usually 11:59 pm Eastern 


Standard Time. After that, I start assessing the late penalty on the initial Update posting. 


  


Professional Communication & Online Etiquette: I expect professional communication 


whether face to face, by email, or in online discussions. When communicating with me, please 


address me by my title (Dr. Jewett or Prof. Jewett), politely explain the purpose of your 


communication, courteously provide evidence or background information as appropriate, and 


respectfully ask your question or make your statement or request. DO NOT make demands or 


unsubstantiated claims, issue threats or accusations, or question my motives. During discussion 


DO NOT personally attack other students (or the professor) for their opinions. Political 







disagreements are normal, but be scholarly and civil, focus on the material, explain your position 


calmly and rationally, and show respect for the sincerely held beliefs of others. 


  


Questions for Professor Jewett: If you have general questions about the course or material do 


not e-mail me initially. Instead post your question in the Discussions section of the web site. Once 


in Discussions select the topic “Questions for Professor Jewett” and then click in the “Reply” box 


and type in your question and then hit “Post Reply.” I have linked my email to this discussion 


forum so it will forward to me almost immediately, but by posting the question here (and my 


answer) we will allow other students to gain more information (if you have a question, chances 


are another student also has the same question). You should review this section before asking 


your question as someone else may have already asked it. Of course if your problem is personal 


(related to your health or to your quiz or discussion grade for instance) or involves not being able 


to get on the site (and hence unable to get to Discussions) feel free to e-mail me at my normal e-


mail address. 


  


Instructor Response Time to Online Questions: Under normal circumstance I will respond to a 


posted question or an email within 24 hours. Quizzes are automatically graded and you will 


received immediate feedback on your score. I seek to provide substantive feedback in the 


discussion within 24 hours of the due date. Once a module closes I typically 


have assignments graded and provide suggestions to improve within 48 hours. 


  


Seeking Help from Other Students: If you would like to seek the help of fellow students go to 


Discussions and select the topic “Students Seeking Help from Students” and post your question as 


above. This can be a technical question about computer problems or a subject matter question.  


  


Students Needing Technical Support: If you need technical support with Webcourses you can 


go to https://cdl.ucf.edu/support/. Phone support is available at 407-823-0407. Email support is 


available at webcourses@ucf.edu.  


 


Course Accessibility 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all persons with 
disabilities. Students with disabilities who need access to course content due to course design 
limitations should contact the professor as soon as possible. Students should also connect 
with Student Accessibility Services (SAS) (Ferrell Commons 185, sas@ucf.edu, phone 407-823-2371). 
For students connected with SAS, a Course Accessibility Letter may be created and sent to 
professors, which informs faculty of potential course access and accommodations that might be 
necessary and reasonable. Determining reasonable access and accommodations requires 
consideration of the course design, course learning objectives and the individual academic and 
course barriers experienced by the student. Further conversation with SAS, faculty and the student 
may be warranted to ensure an accessible course experience. 


Academic Integrity 
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Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of Conduct at Student Conduct and Integrity 
Office. According to Section 1, “Academic Misconduct,” students are prohibited from engaging in: 


1. Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information or 
study aids in any academic exercise unless specifically authorized by the instructor of record. 
The unauthorized possession of examination or course-related material also constitutes 
cheating. 


2. Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral mans: The presentation 
of material which has not been studied or learned, but rather obtained through someone 
else’s efforts and used as part of an examination, course assignment, or project. 


3. Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to another person, student, 
and/or uploading course material to a third-party vendor without authorization or without the 
express written permission of the university and the instructor. Course materials include but 
are not limited to class notes, Instructor’s PowerPoints, course syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, 
instruction sheets, homework, study guides, handouts, etc. 


4. Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work. 
5. Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the source, 


thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s own. 
6. Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than once without 


the express written permission of the instructor. 
7. Helping another violate academic behavior standards. 
8. Soliciting assistance with academic coursework and/or degree requirements. 


Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating 


Students should also familiarize themselves with the procedures for academic misconduct in UCF’s 
student handbook, The Golden Rule. UCF faculty members have a responsibility for students’ 
education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to prevent unethical behavior and respond to 
academic misconduct when necessary. Penalties for violating rules, policies, and instructions within 
this course can range from a zero on the exercise to an “F” letter grade in the course. In addition, an 
Academic Misconduct report could be filed with the Office of Student Conduct, which could lead to 
disciplinary warning, disciplinary probation, or deferred suspension or separation from the University 
through suspension, dismissal, or expulsion with the addition of a “Z” designation on one’s transcript. 


Being found in violation of academic conduct standards could result in a student having to disclose 
such behavior on a graduate school application, being removed from a leadership position within a 
student organization, the recipient of scholarships, participation in University activities such as study 
abroad, internships, etc. 


Let’s avoid all of this by demonstrating values of honesty, trust, and integrity. No grade is worth 
compromising your integrity and moving your moral compass. Stay true to doing the right thing: take 
the zero, not a shortcut. 


Title IX 


Title IX prohibits sex discrimination, including sexual misconduct, sexual violence, sexual harassment, 
and retaliation. If you or someone you know has been harassed or assaulted, you can find resources 
available to support the victim, including confidential resources and information concerning reporting 
options at Let's Be Clear and UCF Cares. 
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For more information on diversity and inclusion, Title IX, accessibility, or UCF’s complaint processes 
contact: 


• Title IX – OIE – Office of Institutional Equity & askanadvocate@ucf.edu 
• Disability Accommodation – Student Accessibility Services – Student Accessibility 


Services & sas@ucf.edu 
• Diversity and Inclusion Training and Events – Office of the VP for Diversity, Equity & Inclusion 
• UCF Compliance and Ethics Office – Compliance, Ethics, and Risk 


Office & complianceandethics@ucf.edu 
• The Ombuds Office is a safe place to discuss concerns. 


Deployed Active-Duty Military Students 


Students who are deployed active duty military and/or National Guard personnel and require 
accommodation should contact their instructors as soon as possible after the semester begins 
and/or after they receive notification of deployment to make related arrangements. 


Campus Safety 


Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise during class, everyone needs to work 
together. Students should be aware of their surroundings and familiar with some basic safety and 
security concepts. 


• In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance. 


• Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall near the door. 


• Students should make a note of the guide’s physical location and review the online version 
at Safety 


• Students should know the evacuation routes from each of their classrooms and have a plan 
for finding safety in case of an emergency. 


• If there is a medical emergency during class, students may need to access a first-aid kit or 
AED (Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those are located, see AED Locations. 


• To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text alerts 
by going to RAVE Mobile Safety and logging in. On the “My Account” tab, fill out the 
information, including e-mail address and cell phone number. 


• Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their 
instructors outside of class. 


• To learn about how to manage an active-shooter situation on campus or elsewhere, consider 
viewing this video from the UCF Police Department, You CAN Survive an Active Shooter. 


Campus Safety Statement for Students in Online-Only Courses 


Though most emergency situations are primarily relevant to courses that meet in person, such 
incidents can also impact online students, either when they are on or near campus to participate in 
other courses or activities or when their course work is affected by off-campus emergencies. The 
following policies apply to courses in online modalities. 
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• To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text alerts 
by going to RAVE Mobile Security and logging in. On the “My Account” tab, fill out the 
information, including e-mail address and cell phone number. 


• Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their 
instructor outside of class. 


Financial Aid Accountability 


All instructors/faculty are required to document students’ academic activity at the beginning of each 
course. In order to document that you began this course, please complete this activity by the end of 
the first week of classes or as soon as possible after adding the course. Failure to do so may result in 
a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid. 


Class Schedule 


Course Schedule 


I try to follow the posted schedule. However, this outline may change during the semester due to 


unforeseen events or for pedagogical reasons. It is your responsibility to read class 


announcements and emails and keep informed. 


 


Date Details 


Fri May 17, 2024 QuizPretest State Government 


Mon May 20, 2024 


QuizQuiz 1 State Politics and Constitutions 


QuizQuiz 2 Federalism and Participation 


Tue May 21, 2024 


Discussion TopicUpdate & Discussion 1 


Discussion TopicUpdate & Discussion 2 


Thu May 23, 2024 


Calendar EventState Module 1 Closes 


Calendar EventState Module 2 Closes 
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Date Details 


Mon Jun 3, 2024 


QuizQuiz 3 State Parties and Legislatures 


QuizQuiz 4 State Governors and Bureaucracy 


Tue Jun 4, 2024 


Discussion TopicUpdate & Discussion 3 


Discussion TopicUpdate & Discussion 4 


Thu Jun 6, 2024 


Calendar EventState Module 3 Closes 


Calendar EventState Module 4 Closes 


Fri Jun 7, 2024 Calendar EventWithdrawal Deadline 


Mon Jun 10, 2024 


QuizQuiz 5 State Courts, Criminal Justice, and Civil Rights 


QuizQuiz 6 Local Governance and Participation 


Tue Jun 11, 2024 


Discussion TopicUpdate & Discussion 5 


Discussion TopicUpdate & Discussion 6 


Thu Jun 13, 2024 


Calendar EventState Module 5 Closes 


Calendar EventState Module 6 Closes 


Mon Jun 17, 2024 


QuizQuiz 7 Metro Politics and Community Power 


QuizQuiz 8 State Public Policy 


Tue Jun 18, 2024 Discussion TopicUpdate & Discussion 7 
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Date Details 


Discussion TopicUpdate & Discussion 8 


Thu Jun 20, 2024 


Calendar EventState Module 7 Closes 


Calendar EventState Module 8 Closes 


 


Modules 


Pretest due by Friday 5/17 at 5:00 pm EST. 


 


Faculty members are required to document students' academic activity at the beginning of each 


course. In order to document that you began this course, please complete the following academic 


activity by the end of the first week of classes (Friday 5:00 pm EST), or as soon as possible after 


adding the course. Failure to do so may result in a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid. 


The Pretest will document your academic activity in starting this course. 


 


Go to Quizzes and click on “Pretest” and then “Take the Quiz.” You have 1 hour to take the 


pretest. Please do not study beforehand or look up answers when taking the pretest – if you do not 


know the answer then just make your best guess. I want to get an honest assessment of how much 


you know about the course material before we get started (so please do not just take 5 minutes for 


the whole quiz and randomly hit answers either – actually read the questions and see if you know 


the answer). Once you answer all the questions hit “Submit Quiz.” The pretest quiz does not count 


towards your final grade. 


 


Module 1 State Politics, Democracy and Constitutions: Quiz due by Monday 5/20; Update 


due by Tuesday 5/21; additional discussion postings due by, and module closes on, Thursday 


5/23  


For Module 1 please read: D & M chapters 1 Politics in States and Communities and 2 


Democracy and Constitutionalism in the States 


 


Module 2 Federalism and Participation in State Politics: Quiz due by Monday 5/20; Update 


due by Tuesday 5/21; additional discussion postings due by, and module closes on, Thursday 


5/23  


For Module 2 please read: D & M chapters 3 American Federalism and 4 Participation in State 


Politics  


 


Memorial Day Holiday Monday 5/27 PLEASE NOTE: JUST BECAUSE SOME DUE 


DATES MAY FALL OVER THE HOLIDAY DOES NOT MEAN YOU HAVE TO WAIT 


UNTIL THEN TO DO THE ASSIGNMENT! 
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Module 3 State Parties, Campaigns and Legislatures: Quiz due by Monday 6/3; Update due 


by Tuesday 6/4; additional discussion postings due by, and module closes on, Thursday 6/6  


For Module 3 please read: D & M chapters 5 State Parties and Campaigns and 6 Legislators in 


State Politics 


 


Module 4 State Governors and Bureaucracy: Quiz due by Monday 6/3; Update due by 


Tuesday 6/4; additional discussion postings due by, and module closes on, Thursday 6/6  


For Module 4 please read: D & M chapters 7 Governors and 8 Bureaucratic Politics in States and 


Communities 


 


Withdrawal Deadline Friday 6/7 11:59 p.m. 


 


Module 5 State Courts, Criminal Justice and Civil Rights: Quiz due by Monday 6/10; 


Update due by Tuesday 6/11; additional discussion postings due by, and module closes on, 


Thursday 6/13  


For Module 5 please read: D & M chapters 9 State Courts, Crime and Criminal Justice and 15 


Politics and Civil Rights 


 


Module 6 Local Governance and Participation: Quiz due by Monday 6/10; Update due by 


Tuesday 6/11; additional discussion postings due by, and module closes on, Thursday 6/13  


For Module 6 please read: D & M chapters 10 Governing America's Communities and 11 


Participation in Community Politics 


 


Module 7 Metropolitan Politics and Community Power: Quiz due by Monday 6/17; Update 


due by Tuesday 6/18; additional discussion postings due by, and module closes on, Thursday 


6/20  


For Module 7 please read: D & M chapters 12 Metropolitics: Conflict in the Metropolis and 13 


Community Power, Land Use and the Environment 


 


Module 8 State Taxation, Education, Health and Welfare: Quiz due by Monday 6/17; 


Update due by Tuesday 6/18; additional discussion postings due by, and module closes on, 


Thursday 6/20  


For Module 8 please read D & M chapters 14 Taxation and Finance, 16 Education and 17 


Poverty, Welfare and Health 


 


Term Ends: Saturday June 22 


 


Getting Started 


Go to the home page, go to Quizzes and click on “Pretest” and then “Take the Quiz” (as described 


above to document your participation in the course). After that, to begin the graded part of the 


course, click on Modules and then read and follow the instructions for Module 1: Politics in the 


States and Democracy and Constitutions. 


 








THE AMERICAN PRESIDENCY 
POS 3413 


UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL FLORIDA 
 


Summer 2024 
 


 
 


Professor:  Dr. Drew N. Lanier 
Office Hours:   As this is a fully online course, office 
hours are by app’t only via Zoom; contact me via 
email to schedule a time 


Office:  Phillips Hall 302O    
Phone: (407) 823-6378 [main office] Credit Hours:  Three (3)                                                     


E-mail: drew.lanier@ucf.edu 
 


 
Course Description 
 
 This course is a study of the United States Presidency as it has developed over time and as it exists today. 
Components of the course include: presidential relations with Congress, the media, public opinion, the bureaucracy, 
and the judiciary.  We will also explore the conduct of presidential nominations, campaigns and elections, as well as 
recent conflicts over the role and powers of the president in current American politics.  Students will be introduced to 
the various theories about the presidency and its relation to the other elements of the United States system of 
governance.  
 
Course Goals 
 
The most fundamental goal of this course is to enhance and improve your critical thinking skills.  The ability to critically 
analyze concepts or programs and then present your conclusions and criticisms well will be one of the most valuable 
skills you learn at the University.   The subject matter on which you will practice these critical skills will be the American 
Presidency.  In order to effectively develop your analytic abilities, you will find that you need a great deal of specific 
knowledge about the president’s Constitutional duties and responsibilities, and his/her relation to other actors within 
his/her legal and political environment.  This course will fill that gap.  
 
Requirements for a Web-Based Class 
  
This is a completely web-based class, and, consequently, requires a much different approach in terms of 
requirements than a wise student would undertake in a face-to-face class. Most obviously, there will be no face-to-face 
meetings and no lectures.  However, one should realize that a web-based class does not mean that you will be doing 
less work; indeed, a web-based class will require that a student take a much more active role in one’s education as 
compared to that level of effort traditionally exerted in a face-to-face class.  The web-based format will likely require 
approximately three times the effort that a student would on average expend in the face-to-face modality in the 
same course.   
  
Generally, I have found that students who do well in a web-based class are self-motivated, have developed 
performance-oriented active learning skills, and have usually earned good grades (B- or higher) in face-to-face classes. 
A web-based class does, however, provide students with some flexibility in that they are not required to be in a 
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classroom two or three times a week at a specific time. As those who have taken a web-based course before may 
attest, this is one of the nice features of this type of class and can make for a very rewarding learning experience. 
My general rule of thumb is that students devote at least five hours of study per course credit hour per week. As 
this is a three credit-hour class, wise students should plan on devoting exclusively 15 hours per week to this class at 
a minimum to this course alone. If a student does not reasonably think that he or she can honestly devote this time 
to class, that student likely will struggle to make a passing grade, especially in this class.  Past students have ignored 
this warning here to their own detriment. See the list of suggestions on Canvas from prior students as to how to 
do well in this course. Learn from their experiences. 
 
Academic Demands:  You Must Teach Yourself 
 
Because this is a fully online course, you will have to teach yourself a lot of the material that would have been 
covered in the face-to-face lectures on campus. This is a cost of an online course, while not having to be at a specific 
time and place for lecture is a benefit.  This means that you will have to read everything that is assigned, review the 
PowerPoint slides (available on the Canvas site), review the Module survey answers, investigate and research terms that 
are unfamiliar to you (yes, even those that are in the PowerPoint slides, but not covered in other materials).  Kennedy is 
a book that we will read throughout the term. You should read that as the semester progresses:  read about one-third 
by the first test, about two-thirds by the second test, and finish it by the Final as it encapsulates many of the ideas and 
concepts in the course.  This course places, as a necessity because of its format, a heavy responsibility on you to be 
self-directed learners, just as you will find once you graduate and enter the professional world. 
 
Web Resources 


Canvas Site – Course Management Software   
 
The Course has a WebCourses site associated with it. It is an innovative technology that allows the students to interact 
with each other, post messages to a common bulletin board, take quizzes, and many other tasks that facilitate 
comprehension of the course material and collaborative learning among the course's students in a student-centered 
context. This site, however, is a password-protected domain. A more thorough discussion of this course tool as well as 
how to navigate through it will be offered in class. Navigate to it via your my.ucf.edu login, find the course in the 
Online Course Tools Tab and the Webcourses@UCF Pagelet and then enter your login and password.  
 
Required Books 
 
There are two required texts for this course (that is, you must read and digest their content or your grade will suffer): 
 
Cronin, Thomas E., Michael A. Genovese, and Meena Bose.  2023.  The Paradoxes of the American Presidency. 6th ed.  
New York: Oxford University Press. ISBN 978-0-19-764131-6 (hereafter “C&G”). 
 
Kennedy, David M.  1999.  Freedom From Fear:  The American People in the Great Depression.  Part I.  New York:  Oxford 
University Press.  ISBN 0-19-516892-5 (hereafter, “K”). 
 
Mandated Documentation of Course Attendance 


 
As of fall 2014, all faculty members are required to document students' academic activity at the beginning of each 
course in order to comply with federal regulations involving student financial aid.  In order to document that you 
began this course, please complete the self-introduction assignment, on the Canvas Discussion board, by the 
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end of the first week of classes, or as soon as possible after adding the course, but no later than Friday, May 17, 
2024.  Failure to do so will result in a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid (adapted from a draft 
statement from Academic Affairs Office, UCF). 


 
Technological Requirements 
  
This course is a completely online course.  Hence, it imposes on students the heavy responsibility and obligation to 
anticipate problems that, all too often, haunt humans’ use of technology.  Namely, computers know when a 
deadline is approaching and will fail to function as the user wants at the most critical time, causing untold woe and 
trauma.  Read and understand the technical requirements mentioned in the online learning module referenced 
above.   
 
Thus, students must, as a course requirement, take steps to prevent any technological or other problems from 
obstructing their completing the course exams during the period when it is available.  These steps include, but are 
not limited to, the following: 
  


• Ensure that anti-virus software has been installed and is regularly updated.  If I receive any document 
containing a virus, I will deduct 10% from the assignment’s final grade. If I receive a virus-infected assignment 
from the same student for a second time any time during the term, I will reduce that student’s final course 
grade by a full letter grade (e.g., from A- to B-). If I receive a third virus-infected assignment, the student will 
fail the course automatically. 


  
• Enable pop-ups from the course Canvas site.  This will allow you to have full functionality in the course.  Do 


not disable the pop-up block entirely as you will need to be shielded from those intrusions while navigating 
in other sites.   


 
• Online Exams:  the exams in this course are administered entirely online.  As you will have limited time to 


complete the exam, I strongly encourage you to plan to take the exam from an on-campus location, if at all 
possible, as this will decrease the wait time that you experience as you load and save your answers.  
Otherwise, your exam time will be consumed, to some extent, by the lag time needed for the questions and 
answers to load and save.   


 
• Technical Assistance:  with an entirely online course, there are inevitable technological problems that usually 


occur at the last minute (hint:  don’t wait to the last minute).  If such problems occur, the professor is not 
your point of contact; he possesses very limited technical knowledge.  Rather, students should contact 
Online@UCF Support at (407) 823-0407, webcourses@ucf.edu, or submit a question via 
https://online.ucf.edu/support/.  There are as well many self-help online course resources on the Learn Online 
Website. You may also wish to post a question to the many HELP! Discussion Fora within the course Canvas 
site itself. 


 
Zoom Availability and Office Hours 
 
I have a Zoom account and am able to meet with you via video by appointment to discuss course-related 
questions.  Contact me by email to schedule an appointment during regular business hours. 


 
 
 



mailto:webcourses@ucf.edu
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General Course Expectations 
 
What I Expect of You 
 


• Familiarize yourself early in the semester with the technology required and utilized in the course.  If you 
encounter trouble, seek assistance from your fellow students or me. 


• Complete the assigned reading for each week by the beginning of the relevant week for which the 
material is assigned. 


• Complete and submit all course assignments on time. 


• Check your e-mail and Canvas at least twice a week; more often is better. 


• Update your e-mail address in a timely manner if it changes during the semester on the class student list 
and notify me of such changes. 


• Notify me if there are any unforeseen problems in submitting assignments within the requirements of the 
course. 


• Actively participate in the learning process. By doing so, you will learn the material on a deeper level. 


• Ask questions if you are unsure of something, whether to your fellow students or to me. 


• Keep up to date with current political events by reading a good newspaper and watching politically 
relevant TV/Online programs. 


• Follow course protocols and other requirements of the syllabus. 


• Anticipate problems/delays in navigating to the various websites referenced in the modules.  Plan ahead 
for problems. 


• To learn and have fun at the same time (yes, it is possible!). 


 
What You Should Expect From Me 
 


• To be fair, honest, equitable, and consistent with grade assessment. 


• To be polite and courteous in my reply to your questions. 


• To return submitted coursework back to you graded in a timely fashion. 


• To be reasonably available for consultation and advisement about the course or any other academic 
matters. 


• To make your learning experience as beneficial and enjoyable as possible. 


• To learn with you and have some fun at the same time. 


• To respond to your e-mail messages within 24 business hours of its being sent. 
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GRADING 
 
Exams (300 points, each 15% of your final course grade)  
 
Each of three exams during the course is worth 100 points.  The tests will be composed entirely of very challenging 
multiple choice questions.  They are each noncomprehensive, although (to some extent) the material builds 
throughout the course.  These exams are not for the faint hearted.  Each is worth 20 percent of the final course grade, 
for a total of 60 percent drawn from performance on exams.  They will seek to test your understanding of both factual 
and conceptual ideas and your relative analytical and synthetic skills.  They do not emphasize rote memorization of 
facts.  Rather, they test students’ ability to analytically address each question and conceptual understanding of course 
concepts and ideas.  You should prepare for the exams as if you were called on to teach the class yourself. 
 
As this is an online course, all exams will be administered through the Assessment function of the Canvas site 
associated with the course. There will be a very narrow window open during which students must complete the 
exam.  Accordingly, students should anticipate any problems that they may foresee in completing the exam within that 
time frame.  Once you open an exam, you will have a maximum of 75 minutes to finish it.  If you begin it within 75 
minutes of the posted closing time for the exam window, you will have less than that amount of time to complete the 
test.  I will re-open the exam window only under the most extreme (i.e., truly emergency, Act of God) 
circumstances.  Such circumstances do NOT include weddings, cruises, “road trips,” and so forth. There are absolutely 
NO excuses for missing an exam and not contacting me in advance.  Unexcused exams will receive a failing grade (0 
points).   
 
Course Content Modules (40% of final grade) 
  
Because this is a completely online class, a substantial part of students’ earned final course grades will be determined 
by the timely completion of specific content modules.  There will be two modules due per week, on average, that tie in 
with that week’s topics.  The modules will often provide a brief overview of the topic, list the required reading, and 
outline specific tasks and assignments. These can involve researching a certain topic, discussing and debating issues 
through forum postings and, sometimes, the completion of specific internet assignments.  These assignments are 
designed to make you more familiar with knowledge and information, and associated websites, relevant to the study 
of the American presidency.  
  
As there are no formal face-to-face classes, it is incumbent on you to keep pace with the readings, assignments and 
the pace of the course (see warning above about the high academic demands on students to be self-directed 
learners).  Getting behind the current schedule of the course is dangerous to your final course grade.  All of the 
modules are listed in the Canvas site for the course.  Together, they will be averaged into 40% of your final course 
grade.  Grades for each module will appear in the Grades section of the Canvas site.  Students may discuss the graded 
module assignments with me during office hours (either by phone, in person or via Skype).   
  
Some modules have multiple due dates for subparts of the module.  The syllabus lists the FINAL DUE DATE for 
the Module – not its first.  Plan accordingly. See the individual Modules for specific dates. 
 
I WILL NOT accept late modules.  Computers and servers always seem to know when humans are working on a last-
minute deadline and they take maniacal pleasure in crashing and not allowing you access to websites when the clock 
is approaching the deadline.  The point (again):  start the module assignments early in case there are problems.  If you 
come to me with an exotic tale of woe, I will nod relatively sympathetically but point to this warning.   
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The following rules apply to the Content Modules: 
  


• Any module, or part thereof, submitted after the due date/time will not be graded.  The usual deadline 
time is 11:57 pm (23:57). 


  
• Students MAY NOT makeup late modules, as such assignments require an ongoing, dynamic discussion 


among the students across the term that cannot be later replicated.  Bear this rule in mind as you work through 
the course. 


 
 Surveys (15%) 
 
A portion of the Modules includes the completion of Surveys that require you to answer two questions about the 
material covered within that Module:  what is the most important issue or concept addressed; and, what is the topic or 
concept that bears further discussion. Completion of the Surveys earns you the appropriate number of points 
announced in each of the Modules of which they comprise a part. 
 
The following are regulations regarding the Surveys that must be followed: 
  


• Please be honest and forthcoming in your survey responses as they are designed to deepen your 
understanding of the course content and its significance.   


  
• After the due date for the Surveys has passed, I will collate and collect the most pertinent and relevant 


questions and post answers to them, in the Discussion Area, for the entire class to read and consider. They 
are good ways to prepare for the exams, and not “busy work.”  Use them for your benefit.  Ignore them at 
your own peril. 


  
• Do NOT send blank responses through for the Survey. Doing so will earn zero points for that portion of 


the Survey that was left blank.  Past classes have, sadly, tested me on this requirement. 
 


• Failing to complete even a small number of the Surveys will negatively impact your final course grade. 
  
Do not put the Modules off until the last minute. You should do them as they are assigned, since you cannot control for 
the internet being down, or the site that you must access being temporarily unavailable. I will have little sympathy for 
you if this circumstance befalls you and you are unable to turn-in your assignment.   
 
Assignments do not count until they are RECEIVED, not sent.  See above warning about anticipating technological 
problems. Thus:  DO NOT WAIT UNTIL THE LAST MINUTE TO COMPLETE YOUR ASSIGNMENT.  If you come to me 
with an exotic tale of woe about your not having turned in your assignment on time, I will nod relatively 
sympathetically and point to this warning.  If you submit the assignment through the Assignment tab in Canvas AND 
you receive confirmation of its receipt safely there, you may then rest assured that it has been properly received. 
Furthermore, note the following rules regarding the Modules, some of which require a written product submitted to 
me: 
  


• You may NOT use Wikipedia (or its variants) as any source in your internet assignments. Doing so will 
substantially reduce your grade, even to an “F.”  One of the early modules to be completed in the course 
will introduce you to ways to evaluate websites properly.  
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• Double space between paragraphs, even in a document that is otherwise single-spaced. 
  


• Provide in-text citations to the SPECIFIC SOURCE FROM WHICH YOU ARE TAKING THE 
INFORMATION.  Otherwise, the reader does not know to what source you attribute your 
information.  Failure to do so will result in a least a one letter grade reduction in the grade earned. 


  
• Attaching printouts to a module’s assignment does not magically satisfy the cite and reference 


requirements noted in Module submissions.   
 


• Assignments containing more than five spelling errors will automatically earn a score of zero.  Multiple 
misspellings of the same word will count the number of times that the word is not correctly spelled, rather 
than simply once.  Note that prior students’ failing to heed this requirement has caused them great misery.  
Spelling counts.   


 
• Insure that your name appears on each and every assignment.  Even though you may upload the 


assignment to the Assignment link or to Canvas, PLEASE put your name on the assignment itself as I 
download the assignments and often grade them in hard copy.  It is impossible to grade and assign a 
score for an assignment whose author is unknown. Those assignments not bearing the student 
author’s name will be penalized by one letter grade. Yes, college students regularly do not put their 
name on submitted assignments. 


 
Course Point Allocation 


 
Component Weight 


Exam I 15% 
Exam II 15% 
Exam III  15% 
Course Content Modules 40% 
Module Surveys 15% 
TOTAL 100% 


 
Grading Scale (as a Percentage of Total Points) 


 
GRADE PERCENTAGE 
A 100-90 
B+ 89-87 
B 86-80 
C+ 79-77 
C 76-70 
D+ 69-67 
D 66-60 
F 59 or less 
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Course Policies (aka My Pet Peeves) 
 
There are several points you should note.  


 
No Excuses 
 
First, this class operates under a "No-Excuse" policy.  It is incumbent upon you to be responsible for the notes given in 
the unlikely event you miss class.   If you miss class, you NEED NOT inform me about it.  Because this course is an 
upper division class, you will quickly learn that if you intend to pass, you should plan on regularly attending class, 
keeping up with the lecture, and completing the assignments as they are given. 
 
Accommodations for Physically Challenged Students 
 
Second, if you are physically challenged, every attempt is made to accommodate your learning needs.  See me by the 
end of the first week of class so that we can make appropriate arrangements.  This class operates in accordance with 
the Office of Student Disability Services here at the University and federal guidelines governing the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (1990). 
 
Plagiarism and Cheating:  Don’t Let it Happen to You! 
 
Third, please consult the policy regarding plagiarism and cheating which is attached at the end of this document. Each 
of you must review the University policy on the penalties for plagiarism.   The Golden Rule explains this in more detail:  
http://regulations.ucf.edu/~regs/pdf/notices/5.015StuAcademicBehaviorStandards_newJul09_000.pdf.  
  
Almost every semester, one or more students, unfortunately, wrongfully appropriates the published work of someone 
else, and I have had the unfortunate responsibility of failing those students and seeking disciplinary action against 
them. You are on notice that I have failed students because they decided to risk their academic careers by choosing 
the easy way out. I can assure you that it is not.  
 
Caveat Emptor 
 
Fourth, this is an upper division course with correspondent responsibilities for you. I expect that you will devote at 
several hours per week studying, reading, and meeting with other students to discuss and review the course 
material.  This is a difficult course.  Again, review my warning above about the academic demands of this 
course. 
 
Conceptual Understanding Key 
  
Fifth, class topics are best understood at the conceptual and/or abstract level.  Read the course material AND THINK 
ABOUT ITS IMPLICATIONS. You will quickly learn that one of my favorite questions is, "what does that mean?." You are 
expected to read and prepare for course discussions. Prepare the material as if you were called upon to teach it to a 
class of otherwise unknowing students.  I assume that the reading will be completed by the associated assignment’s 
due date and time. LEARN TO PACE YOURSELF ACCORDINGLY! Begin to prioritize what is most important to you, now. 
  
 



http://regulations.ucf.edu/%7Eregs/pdf/notices/5.015StuAcademicBehaviorStandards_newJul09_000.pdf
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Online Decorum:  Course Protocols 
  
As this is a fully online course, there are certain rules and regulations that make the course and our asynchronous 
communication go more smoothly.  Do not say or do anything that would otherwise do in a face-to-face context.  In 
short, treat others as you would like to be treated, as you may have been taught previously.   
  
Moreover, as many of you have aspirations of attending law school, now is the time to begin to adopt the canons and 
traditions of the learned profession of the law, one profoundly steeped in tradition and history:  how would you act in 
a court of law? Act in a disruptive manner? Post rude and discourteous messages to a court-run blog? File documents 
or submit reports late?  
 
Word Processing Required 


  
Seventh, as this is a fully online course, all assignments must be word processed, including internet assignments. 
You should allocate enough time for printer cartridges to run dry and dogs to eat papers and computer disks! You 
laugh, but trust me: I have heard every excuse in the book! Again, late assignments are NOT accepted. “Late” 
means ANY time after the due date and time for the assignment—even if that is one minute past the deadline. 
  
Duplicates of Assignments 
  
Eighth, while I have never lost an assignment, I require that you retain copies of all work submitted to me in the 
unlikely event that something should happen. In the event that I should need a copy of the assignment, and you 
are not able to provide it, you will not receive credit. Even after I have returned materials to you, please hold on to 
the work until after you have received your grade from the Registrar. This protects you from any possibility that 
you might receive an erroneous grade. 
  
Technological Tools 
  
Ninth, I require that everyone learn how to use e-mail and the technological tools associated with the course. They 
can facilitate your comprehension of the course material. I have found that this encourages students to 
communicate with me about questions you may have regarding the material discussed in class. You are 
responsible for any assignments or other information that I distribute on the course’s associated web sites or via 
email.  


  
If you already have an e-mail account (either through the University or a commercial server), please do not sign-up 
for an additional account. You should check your email on a regular basis as I post any changes about class 
assignments to your account and/or to the course-associated web site. Beginning with the Fall 2009 semester, all 
students are REQUIRED to obtain a Knights Email address and use it for course-related communications.  I am 
required to send such information to that address alone.   
 
If your email address changes during the semester, you MUST NOTIFY ME of the new address, so that I may 
then direct any communications to that address.  This is a course requirement.  Otherwise, you will miss 
important course information, which could drastically impact your grade negatively.   
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Time-Sensitive Communications and Assignments 


  
In past semesters, some students have had difficulty submitting assignments to me by the due date and time.  This 
difficulty arises, in part, from their undue reliance on fragile and potentially unreliable email programs and other 
technologies beyond their control (such as AOL).   
  
Accordingly, for time-sensitive communications, send me a message through the Canvas Mail tool, contact me on 
the telephone, or, most unconventionally of all, see me in person during office hours.   
  
Syllabus NOT a Contract 
  
Finally, this syllabus is not deemed to be a contract. I reserve the right to change any of the exam times or 
assignments by providing you with a forty-eight hour (48 hr.) notice of such changes. Such changes are either 
announced on the Canvas site, or sent via Mail message, or both. Therefore, you are responsible for any changes 
that may occur during the course of the semester.   
  
If you fail to log in to the course for several days, you should check with your fellow students to determine what 
you have missed. As such, your virtual absence is not deemed a sufficient excuse as to why work is incomplete.  
  
In the event that the University administration closes school for any reason (e.g., hurricane), any assignments or 
examinations that were scheduled on the days during which the University is officially closed will be due by 9:00 
am on the next business day whenever the University resumes operations. 


 
Best Allies 
 
You will find that your colleagues will likely have similar backgrounds and experiences and that they can be your 
best allies in making it through this course, just as you will discover in later life.  They will help you understand the 
material better, and you will do the same for them.  By teaching the material to fellow students, one begins to truly 
understand the concepts and ideas discussed.  The learning process begins with teaching. 
 


  







COURSE SCHEDULE, TOPICS AND ASSIGNMENTS 
 


 C&G = Cronin, Thomas E., Michael A. Genovese and Meena Bose.  2023.  The Paradoxes of the American Presidency. 6th ed.  New York: Oxford  
                   University Press. ISBN 978-0-19-764131-6 (hereafter “C&G”). 
 
 K = Kennedy, David M.  1999.  Freedom From Fear:  The American People in the Great Depression.  Part I.  New York:  Oxford University Press.  ISBN  
        0-19-516892-5. 
 
 Reserve = Items designated as Reserve are available under the Canvas Discussion Topic “Reserve Readings.” You will need the Adobe Reader  
                       (http://www.adobe.com) to view these readings. 


PROJECTED DATE/WEEK TOPIC READINGS ASSIGNMENT 
Week 1:  May 13-May 19 Course Requirements 


Evaluating Websites 
Historical Background of the Presidency  
Presidential Character 


Syllabus and attachments 
C&G, Chapts. 1-2 
Barber (Reserve) 


Module 1:  Getting Started (due Wednesday, May 15  
by 23:57). 
 
Module 2:  Evaluating Websites (due by Friday, May  
17 by 23:57). 


Week 2:  May 20-May 26 Presidential Selection:  Primaries and 
General Elections 


C&G, Chapt. 4 Module 3:  Studying the American Presidency:   
Presidential History and Character (due Monday, May  
20, by 23:57) 
 
Module 4:  The Presidency Through Time:  Ebb  
And Flow of Power (due Thursday, May 23 by 23:57) 


Week 3:  May 27-June 2 Sorting Out the Possibilities:  Who 
Becomes “Government Personified”? 


C&G, Chapt. 3 Module 5:  Selecting the Nominees and Choosing the 
President (due Tuesday, May 28 by 23:57) 
 
TEST I (to be completed by Sunday, June 2 by 23:57:  
window will open at noon on Saturday, June 1.  Plan 
accordingly). 


Week 4:  June 3-June 9 Institutional Presidency 
    The Executive Office 
    The Congress 
    The Supreme Court 


C&G, Chapts. 6, 7, and 9 
 


Module 6:  The Institutional Presidency:  Part I (due  
Monday, June 3 by 23:57).  
 
Module 7:  The Institutional Presidency:  Part II (due 
Thursday, June 6 by 23:57).  



http://www.adobe.com/





The American Presidency (POS 3413) – Page 12 
 


 
 
 


 


Week 5:  June 10-June 16 Institutional Presidency  
    The Bureaucracy 
    The Vice Presidency 
 


C&G, Chapts. 2  
(re-read), 7  
(re-read), and 8  


Module 8:  The Vice-President:  Heir Apparent or 
Placeholder? (due by Monday, June 10 by 23:57). 
 
 


Week 6:  June 17-June 23 The Public Presidency 
     Rhetoric and the Presidency 


C&G, Chapt. 5 (pp. 126- 
   132 only – re-read) 
Kernell (Reserve) 


Module 9:  The Bully Pulpit:  The Rhetorical Presidency in 
Action (due by Monday, June 17 by 23:57).  
 
TEST II (to be completed by Sunday, June 23 by 23:57; 
window will open at noon on Saturday, June 22.  Plan 
accordingly).  


Week 7:  June 24-June 30 The Public Presidency   
     (continued) 
 
President as Policy Leader 
      Domestic 
      Economic 


C&G, Chapt. 4 (re-read) Module 10:  The Bully Pulpit:  The Ultimate Audience  
(due by Monday, June 24 by 23:57).  
 
Module 11:  The President as Architect of Policy:  
Domestic and Economic Policy Machinery (due by 
Thursday, June 27 by 23:57). 


Week 8:  July 1-July 7 President as Policy Leader 
     Foreign 
 
The Expanse of Presidential Power 
Through Time 


C&G, Chapts. 5, 10 
K, All 


Module 12:  The President as Commander-in-Chief:   
Military and Foreign Policy (due by Monday, July 1 by 
23:57).  
 
Module 13:  Assessing Presidential Power Across History 
(due by Friday, July 5 by 23:57).  


Week 9:  July 8-July 12 Summary and Conclusions 
Online Course Evaluations 
(available through my.ucf.edu) 


 TEST III (to be completed by Thursday, July 11 by 23:57; 
window will open at noon on Wednesday, July 10. Plan 
accordingly).   NOTE:  THIS IS A DIFFERENT SCHEDULE 
THAN THE USUAL SAT.-SUN. SCHEDULE OF PRIOR 
EXAMS. 







General Policies of the University 
 
Source for these policies:  UCF Faculty Center for Teaching and Learning 
(http://fctl.ucf.edu/TeachingAndLearningResources/CourseDesign/Syllabus/statements.php) 
 
Academic Integrity 
 
Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of Conduct at <http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/process/roc>. 
According to Section 1, “Academic Misconduct,” students are prohibited from engaging in: 
  
a. Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information or study aids in any 


academic exercise unless specifically authorized by the instructor of record. The unauthorized possession of 
examination or course-related material also constitutes cheating.  


 
b. Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral means: The presentation of material 


which has not been studied or learned, but rather was obtained through someone else’s efforts and used as 
part of an examination, course assignment, or project.  


 
c. Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to another person, student, and/or 


uploading course material to a third-party (such as coursehero.com) without authorization or without the 
express written permission of the university and the instructor. Course materials include but are not limited 
to class notes, Instructor’s PowerPoints, course syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, instruction sheets, homework, 
study guides, handouts, etc. 


 
d. Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work.  
 
e. Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the source, thereby attempting to 


convey the impression that such work is the student’s own.  
 
f. Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than once without the express 


written permission of the instructor.  
 
g. Helping another person violate academic behavior standards.  
 
For more information about Academic Integrity, students may consult The Center for Academic Integrity 
<http://www.academicintegrity.org/icai/assets/FVProject.pdf>. 
 
For more information about plagiarism and misuse of sources, see “Defining and Avoiding Plagiarism: The 
WPA Statement on Best Practices” <http://wpacouncil.org/node/9>.  
 
Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating 
 
Students should also familiarize themselves with the procedures for academic misconduct in UCF’s student 
handbook, The Golden Rule <http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/docs/goldenrule.pdf>. UCF faculty members have 
a responsibility for students’ education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to prevent unethical 
behavior and when necessary respond to academic misconduct. Penalties can include a failing grade in an 
assignment or in the course, suspension or expulsion from the university, and/or a “Z Designation” on a 
student’s official transcript indicating academic dishonesty, where the final grade for this course will be 
preceded by the letter Z. For more information about the Z Designation, see 
<http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade>.   
 
The Golden Rule: A Handbook for Students (University of Central Florida) defines academic dishonesty as 
including cheating and plagiarism.  Cheating is defined as “unauthorized assistance; communication to another 
through written, visual or oral means.  The presentation of material which has not been studied/learned, but 
obtained through someone else’s efforts and used as part of an examination, course assignment or project 



http://fctl.ucf.edu/TeachingAndLearningResources/CourseDesign/Syllabus/statements.php

http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/process/roc

http://www.academicintegrity.org/icai/assets/FVProject.pdf

http://wpacouncil.org/node/9

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/docs/goldenrule.pdf

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade
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constitutes a violation.  The unauthorized possession or use of examination or course related material may 
also constitute cheating” (p. 6).  Plagiarism is defined as the deliberate use of another’s work “without any 
indication of source, thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s own.  Any 
student failing to properly credit ideas or materials taken from another is plagiarizing.  Any student who 
knowingly helps another violate academic behavior standards is also in violation of the standards (p.6-7)”. 
 
Normally, the penalty for a violation of this policy is an “F” in the course.    
 
COVID-19 and Illness Notification  
 
Students who believe they may have a COVID-19 diagnosis should contact UCF Student Health Services 
(407-823-2509) so proper contact tracing procedures can take place.  Students should not come to campus if 
they are ill, are experiencing any symptoms of COVID-19, have tested positive for COVID, or if anyone living in 
their residence has tested positive or is sick with COVID-19 symptoms. CDC guidance for COVID-19 
symptoms is located here: (https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html) 
 
Students should contact their instructor(s) as soon as possible if they miss class for any illness reason to 
discuss reasonable adjustments that might need to be made. When possible, students should contact their 
instructor(s) before missing class. 
 
If the instructor falls ill during the semester, there may be changes to this course, including having a backup 
instructor assume the teaching responsibilities of the course. Please look for announcements or mail in 
Webcourses@UCF or Knights email for any alterations to this course should this occur. 
 
Course Accessibility Statement  
 
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all persons with disabilities. 
Students with disabilities who need disability-related access in this course should contact the professor as 
soon as possible. Students should also connect with Student Accessibility Services (SAS) 
<http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/> (Ferrell Commons 185, sas@ucf.edu, phone 407-823-2371). Through Student 
Accessibility Services, a Course Accessibility Letter may be created and sent to professors, which informs 
faculty of potential access and accommodations that might be reasonable. Determining reasonable access and 
accommodations requires consideration of the course design, course learning objectives and the individual 
academic and course barriers experienced by the student. 
 
Campus Safety Statement 
 
Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise during class, everyone needs to work together. 
Students should be aware of their surroundings and familiar with some basic safety and security concepts.  
 
• In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance.  


 
• Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall near the door. Students 


should make a note of the guide’s physical location and review the online version at 
<http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html>. 


 
• Students should know the evacuation routes from each of their classrooms and have a plan for finding 


safety in case of an emergency. 
 


• If there is a medical emergency during class, students having appropriate medical training may need to 
access a first-aid kit or AED (Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those are located, see 
<http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/workplacesafety.html> (click on link from menu on left). 


 
• To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text alerts by going to 



https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html

http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

mailto:sas@ucf.edu

http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html

http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/workplacesafety.html
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<my.ucf.edu> and logging in. Click on “Student Self Service” located on the left side of the screen in the 
toolbar, scroll down to the blue “Personal Information” heading on the Student Center screen, click on “UCF 
Alert”, fill out the information, including e-mail address, cell phone number, and cell phone provider, click 
“Apply” to save the changes, and then click “OK.” 
 


• Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their instructors outside of 
class. 


 
• To learn about how to manage an active-shooter situation on campus or elsewhere, consider viewing this 


video (<https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk>).  
 
Deployed Active Duty Military Students 
 
A deployed, active duty military student who believes that he/she requires a special accommodation due to that 
unique status should contact the instructor to discuss the circumstances. 
 
Religious Observances 
 
Students may encounter conflicts between the normal class schedule and their honoring major religious 
observances. Students are expected to notify, in writing, the instructor at least two weeks in advance of the 
relevant date if they intend to miss class or miss and assignment to observe a holy day of their religious faith. 
 
Notice of Use of Turnitin.com 
 
In this course, I may utilize turnitin.com, an automated system that instructors may use to quickly and easily 
compare each student’s written assignment with billions of websites, as well an enormous database of student 
papers that grows with each student submission.  Accordingly, student assignments may be subject to this 
additional check.  After the assignment is processed, I receive a report from turnitin.com that states if and how 
another person’s work was used in the assignment.  For more detailed information about this process, visit 
http://www.turnitin.com.  
 
[Portions of this Notice of Use of Turnitin.com policy were adapted from “Sample Wording for Syllabus,” UCF 
Office of Student Rights and Responsibilities, Patricia A. MacKown, Director]. 


 
 
 



http://my.ucf.edu/

https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk

http://www.turnitin.com/
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Syllabus 


POS 3424: Congress and the Legislative Process  


Summer A 2024 
Instructor Contact 


Instructor Nathan Ilderton 


Office 305A Howard Philips Hall 


Office Hours 


10:00am to noon Mondays 


Office hours will be virtual this semester. During office hours 


I will be available in the course chat room. Zoom meetings 


are available upon request. 


Phone 407-823-2608 


E-mail 


Please contact me via the email function within webcourses 


for all class related emails. Click my profile under people 


and select send message.  If webcourses is down you can 


reach me via my University 


email: Nathan.Ilderton@ucf.edu. 


  


Course Information 


Course Name Congress and the Legislative Process 


Course ID & Section POS 3424 Section AW60 


Credit Hours 3 


Semester/Year Summer A 2024 


Location Online 


  


Catalog Information 


Examination of the Congress as an institution undergoing dynamic change; emphasis upon recruitment 


of legislators, institutional and informal rules, the committee system, legislative procedures. 


Prerequisite: POS 2041 or consent of the instructor. 


Course Description 


This course is an examination of the politics of the United States Congress. During the semester we will 


examine the election of members of Congress, the legislative process, and the place of Congress in the 



mailto:Nathan.Ilderton@ucf.edu?subject=POS3424





broader context of the American government and democracy. This will mean exploring the rules, norms, 


individuals, and historical events that have shaped the Congress. We will also discuss the development of 


the modern Congress and where it is heading in future. 


Learning Outcomes 


This course will equip you not only to describe how Congress operates but analyze why it operates in the 


manner it does. Students will become familiar with the theories posited by political scientists to explain 


congressional process and evaluate the rigor of these theories. At the end of the course, students will be 


better able to understand and analyze political outcomes within Congress and in the American political 


system in general. 


Required Text 


• Roger H. Davidson, Walter J. Oleszek, Francis E. Lee, and Eric Schickler. Congress and Its 


Members, 18th or 19th edition (Sage/CQ Press) 


• Links to additional readings are included in the modules. 


Course Requirements 


The course is divided into three, two-week segments. During these periods, five modules will be 


available. You will be required in each period to complete four quizzes, participate in one discussion, and 


complete one writing assignment. These assignments will be due the 2nd week of each period. During 


the 2nd week of each section an exam will open for you to complete. Modules will open on the Monday 


of the first week of each segment and are due by 11:59pm on the 2nd Sunday of each segment. Exams 


will open on Monday of the second week of each segment and will be due the following Sunday. The 


semester ends on Saturday, June 22nd. The third exam will close on that day and will open one day early 


(Sunday, June 16th). 


Missed Assignments/Make-Ups/Extra Credit 


I will not allow missed assignments to be made up without a documented university excused absence. If 


you know ahead of time that you will be unable to complete a module on time please inform me prior to 


the closing time. If you cannot inform me ahead of time, please inform me within one business day of 


the closing of the module either via phone or email. Date and time of makeup modules will be 


determined by the instructor on a case by case basis. I reserve the right to change the format and 


questions of makeup modules at my discretion. 


If you miss an assignment without a documented university accepted excuse, I will accept assignments 


with penalty. These penalties begin at 10% per business day that the assignment is late. I encourage you 


to contact me as quickly as possible if you miss an assignment to make arrangements for late 


submission. 


Evaluation and Grading 


Each module will consist of reading and lecture materials you will be required to read or watch. Four of 


five modules in each segment of the class has a quiz associated with it. Quizzes consist of true/false and 


multiple choice questions. True/false and multiple choice questions will be worth one point each. Your 


quiz grade will be computed by dividing the total points earned during the semester by the total points 







available. Quizzes are listed under the quizzes tab on the course menu. Quizzes are due the Sunday of 


the second week of each segment. 


Each two week segment of the class will include one discussion question in which you will be asked to 


interact with your classmates. Each discussion contribution will be graded on a 10 point scale based on 


the accuracy of the answer to the question posed and the quality of the interaction with fellow students. 


These are listed under the discussions tab of the course menu. Discussions are due the Sunday of the 


second week of each segment. 


Each two week segment of the class will include a 500 word writing assignment. These will be 


assignments that require you to find or examine materials related to Congress on the web and respond 


to them. These assignments will be graded on a 100 point scale. These will be listed under the 


assignments tab on the course menu. These assignments substitute for quizzes in Modules 4, 8, and 11, 


and will be due after the second week of each segment. 


During the second week of each segment of the class, an exam will be available which you are required 


to complete. Exams consist of five short answer questions from the material covered in the segment. The 


second and third exams are not cumulative. Exam questions should be answered in one or two 


paragraphs each. Answers should be original (i.e. not cut and pasted from course modules or the 


text).  Exams will open at midnight on the Monday of the week they are to be completed and close on 


the following Sunday at 11:59 pm (see course schedule). Third exam will run Sunday to Saturday (June 


16th through June 22nd). Exams will be listed under the quizzes tab. 


Once you begin a quiz, discussion, or writing assignment there is no time limit for it to be 


completed. There is a 60 minute time limit for the completion of exams. Also, be aware that you only 


get one attempt to complete a quiz or exam, i.e. once you start a quiz or exam you must complete it. 


Assignments will be weighted in the following manner for calculating the final grade. 


Assignment Percentage of Grade 


Quizzes 20 


Writing Assignments 10 


Discussions 10 


Exam 1 20 


Exam 2 20 


Exam 3 20 


Total 100 


  


 


 







Final grades will be awarded according to the following scale. 


Letter Grade Points 


A 93.5 - 100 


A- 89.5 - 93.4 


B+ 86.5 - 89.4 


B 83.5 - 86.4 


B- 79.5 - 83.4 


C+ 76.5 - 79.4 


C 73.5 - 76.4 


C- 69.5 - 73.4 


D+ 66.5 - 69.4 


D 63.5 - 66.4 


D- 59.5 - 63.4 


F 59.4 or below 


  


Final grades are just that, final. I will not reconsider them except in a case where I made a computational 


error in calculating them (I have taught for many years and have yet to miscalculate a final grade). Please 


do not email or call me asking for a grade change for another reason (including requesting extra 


credit), it will not happen. 


LockDown Browser 


LockDown Browser Requirement 


This course requires the use of LockDown Browser for the three exams. Note: This course requires only 


the lockdown browser feature, not the Respondus Webcam Monitor.  Watch this video to get a basic 


understanding of LockDown Browser: 


https://www.respondus.com/products/lockdown-browser/student-movie.shtmlLinks to an external site. 


Download Instructions 


Download and install LockDown Browser from this link: 


https://download.respondus.com/lockdown/download.php?id=472413933Links to an external site. 


Once Installed 


• Start LockDown Browser 


• Log into to Canvas 



https://www.respondus.com/products/lockdown-browser/student-movie.shtml

https://download.respondus.com/lockdown/download.php?id=472413933





• Navigate to the exam 


Note: You won't be able to access an exam that requires LockDown Browser with a standard web 


browser. If this is tried, an error message will indicate that the exam requires the use of LockDown 


Browser. Simply start LockDown Browser and navigate back to the exam to continue. 


Guidelines 


When taking an online exam follow these guidelines: 


• Select a location where you won't be interrupted 


• Before starting the test, know how much time is available for it (60 minutes), and also that 


you've allotted sufficient time to complete it 


• Remain at your desk or workstation for the duration of the test 


• LockDown Browser will prevent you from accessing other websites or applications; you will be 


unable to exit the test until all questions are completed and submitted 


Getting Help 


Several resources are available if you encounter problems with LockDown Browser: 


• The Windows and Mac versions of LockDown Browser have a "Help Center" button located on 


the toolbar. Use the "System & Network Check" to troubleshoot issues. If an exam requires you 


to use a webcam, also run the "Webcam Check" from this area 


• Contact the UCF IT Service Desk or UCF Online Learning 


• Respondus has a Knowledge Base available from support.respondus.com. Select "LockDown 


Browser & Respondus Monitor" as the product to view helpful articles. 


• If you're still unable to resolve a technical issue with LockDown Browser, go to 


support.respondus.com and select "Submit a Ticket". Provide detailed information about your 


problem and what steps you took to resolve it 


Student Engagement and Financial Aid 


All faculty are required to document students’ academic activity at the beginning of each course. In 


order to document that you began this course, please complete the syllabus quiz by the end of the first 


week of classes or as soon as possible after adding the course. Failure to do so may result in a delay in 


the disbursement of your financial aid. 


The syllabus quiz is a five question multiple choice quiz and can be found under the "Quizzes" tab. The 


only purpose of the syllabus quiz is to satisfy the financial aid requirement for this class. It will not be 


included in the calculation of your final grade. 


Academic Honesty 


The Center for Academic Integrity (CAI) defines academic integrity as a commitment, even in the face of 


adversity, to five fundamental values: honesty, trust, fairness, respect, and responsibility. From these 


values flow principles of behavior that enable academic communities to translate ideals into action. 



https://it.ucf.edu/

https://cdl.ucf.edu/support/student/

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1456428/pages/$CANVAS_OBJECT_REFERENCE$/quizzes/gae0ce0b8248a2b5b438fb08e1afb6245





http://academicintegrity.org/ (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site. 


UCF Creed: Integrity, scholarship, community, creativity, and excellence are the core values that guide 


our conduct, performance, and decisions. 


1. Integrity: I will practice and defend academic and personal honesty. 


2. Scholarship: I will cherish and honor learning as a fundamental purpose of my membership in 


the UCF community. 


3. Community: I will promote an open and supportive campus environment by respecting the rights 


and contributions of every individual. 


4. Creativity: I will use my talents to enrich the human experience. 


5. Excellence: I will strive toward the highest standards of performance in any endeavor I 


undertake. 


  


The following definitions of plagiarism and misuse of sources come from the Council of Writing Program 


Administrators <http://wpacouncil.org/node/9 (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.> and 


have been adopted by UCF’s Department of Writing & Rhetoric. 


Plagiarism 


In an instructional setting, plagiarism occurs when a writer deliberately uses someone else’s language, 


ideas, or other original (not common-knowledge) material without acknowledging its source. This 


definition applies to texts published in print or on-line, to manuscripts, and to the work of other student 


writers. 


Misuse of Sources 


A student who attempts (even if clumsily) to identify and credit his or her source, but who misuses a 


specific citation format or incorrectly uses quotation marks or other forms of identifying material taken 


from other sources, has not plagiarized. Instead, such a student should be considered to have failed to 


cite and document sources appropriately. 


Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating 


UCF faculty members have a responsibility for your education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek 


to prevent unethical behavior and when necessary respond to infringements of academic integrity. 


Penalties can include a failing grade in an assignment or in the course, suspension or expulsion from the 


university, and/or a "Z Designation" on a student's official transcript indicating academic dishonesty, 


where the final grade for this course will be preceded by the letter Z. For more information about the Z 


Designation, see http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade. 


For more information about UCF's Rules of Conduct, see http://www.osc.sdes.ucf.edu/. 


Unauthorized Use of Class Materials 



http://academicintegrity.org/
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There are many fraudulent websites claiming to offer study aids to students but are actually cheat sites. 


They encourage students to upload course materials, such as test questions, individual assignments, and 


examples of graded material. Such materials are the intellectual property of instructors, the university, or 


publishers and may not be distributed without prior authorization. Students who engage in such activity 


are in violation of academic conduct standards and may face penalties.  


Unauthorized Use of Class Notes 


Faculty have reported errors in class notes being sold by third parties, and the errors may be contributing 


to higher failure rates in some classes. The following is a statement appropriate for distribution to your 


classes or for inclusion on your syllabus: 


Third parties may be selling class notes from this class without my authorization. Please be aware that 


such class materials may contain errors, which could affect your performance or grade. Use these 


materials at your own risk.  


In-Class Recording Policy 


Outside of the notetaking and recording services offered by Student Accessibility Services, the creation 


of an audio or video recording of all or part of a class for personal use is allowed only with the advance 


and explicit written consent of the instructor. Such recordings are only acceptable in the context of 


personal, private studying and notetaking and are not authorized to be shared with anyone without the 


separate written approval of the instructor. 


Course Accessibility Statement 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all persons with 


disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students with disabilities who 


need specific access in this course, such as accommodations, should contact the professor as soon as 


possible to discuss various access options. Students should also connect with Student Accessibility 


Services (Ferrell Commons, 7F, Room 185, sas@ucf.edu, phone (407) 823-2371). Through Student 


Accessibility Services, a Course Accessibility Letter may be created and sent to professors, which informs 


faculty of potential access and accommodations that might be reasonable. 


 Third-Party Software and FERPA 


During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or software 


applications sometimes called third-party software such as a blog or wiki. While some of these could be 


required assignments, you need not make any personally identifying information on a public site. Do not 


post or provide any private information about yourself or your classmates. Where appropriate you may 


use a pseudonym or nickname. Some written assignments posted publicly may require personal 


reflection/comments, but the assignments will not require you to disclose any personally identity-


sensitive information. If you have any concerns about this, please contact your instructor. 


Campus Safety Statement 


Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise in our class, we will all need to work together. 


Everyone should be aware of the surroundings and familiar with some basic safety and security 


concepts. 



http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/
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• In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance. 


• Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall near the door. 


Please make a note of the guide’s physical location and consider reviewing the online version 


at http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html.  


• Familiarize yourself with evacuation routes from each of your classrooms and have a plan for 


finding safety in case of an emergency. (Insert class-specific details if appropriate) 


• If there is a medical emergency during class, we may need to access a first aid kit or AED 


(Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those items are located in this building, 


see http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/AEDlocations-UCF (click on link from menu on left).  (insert class 


specific information if appropriate) 


• To stay informed about emergency situations, sign up to receive UCF text alerts by going 


to my.ucf.edu and logging in.  Click on “Student Self Service” located on the left side of the 


screen in the tool bar, scroll down to the blue “Personal Information” heading on your Student 


Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the information, including your e-mail address, cell 


phone number, and cell phone provider, click “Apply” to save the changes, and then click “OK.” 


• If you have a special need related to emergency situations, please speak with me during office 


hours. 


• Consider viewing this video about how to manage an active shooter situation on campus or 


elsewhere. You CAN Survive an Active Shooter (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.


 


Deployed Active Duty Military Students 


If you are a deployed active duty military student and feel that you may need a special accommodation 


due to that unique status, please contact your instructor to discuss your circumstances. 


Title IX Policy 


Title IX prohibits sex discrimination, including sexual misconduct, sexual violence, sexual harassment, 


and retaliation. If you or someone you know has been harassed or assaulted, you can find resources 


available to support the victim, including confidential resources and information concerning reporting 


options at https://letsbeclear.ucf.edu and http://cares.sdes.ucf.edu/. 
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Schedule 
Modules assignments and exams open at midnight on the open date and close at 
11:59pm on the close date. 


 







Weeks Topic Readings Assignments Open Date Due Date 


Part I* 


  


Module 1: 


Introduction, Origins 


and Development of 


Congress 


Congress and Its Members Ch. 1-


2 


U.S. Constitution: Article 1 and 


1st Ten Amendments 


Federalist 51 


Module 1 Quiz May 13th May 26th 


Module 2: The 


Electoral Connection 


 David Mayhew, Congress: The 


Electoral Connection, Selections 


Module 2 Quiz 


Electoral 


Connection 


Discussion 


May 13th May 26th 


Module 3: 


Congressional 


Elections: Context 


and Candidates 


C&M Ch. 3 


Gary Jacobson, “Strategic 


Politicians and the Dynamics of 


U.S. House Elections.” 


Module 3 Quiz May 13th May 26th 


Module 4: 


Congressional 


Elections: Campaigns 


C&M Ch. 4, pgs. 69-85 


  


Campaign Ads 


Writing 


Assignment 


May 13th May 26th 


Module 5: 


Congressional 


Elections: Voters and 


National Politics 


C&M Ch. 4, pgs. 85-104 


Jamie Carson and Aaron 


Hitefield, “A Red Wave or a 


Ripple? Nationalized Politics and 


the 2022 Elections.”  


Module 5 Quiz May 13th May 26th 


  Exam 1     May 20th May 26th 







Part II 


  


Module 6: 


Representation and 


an Introduction to 


Lawmaking 


C&M Ch. 5 


Richard Fenno, “House Members 


in Their Constituencies.” 


Module 6 Quiz May 27th June 9th 


Module 7: Parties 


C&M Ch. 6 


Steven Smith, “Party Influence in 


Congress.”  


Module 7 Quiz May 27th June 9th 


Module 8: 


Committees 


C&M Ch.7 


Charles Stewart III, 


“Congressional Committees in a 


Partisan Era.” 


Committees 


Writing 


Assignment 


May 27th June 9th 


Module 9: Rules, 


Norms, and 


Procedures 


C&M Ch.8 


Module 9 Quiz 


House and Senate 


Procedures 


Discussion 


May 27th June 9th 


Module 10: Roll Call 


Voting 


C&M Ch.9 


John W. Kingdon, “Models of 


Legislative Voting” 


Module 10 Quiz May 27th June 9th 


  Exam 2     June 3rd June 9th 


Part III 


  


Module 11: Congress 


and the President 


C&M Ch. 10 


Edwards, George C., III, Andrew 


Barrett, and Jeffrey Peake. “The 


Legislative Impact of Divided 


Government.” 


Presidential 


Rhetoric Writing 


Assignment 


June 10th June 22nd 


Module 12: Congress 


and the Bureaucracy 
C&M Ch. 11 Module 12 Quiz June 10th June 22nd 







 


Note: All dates and times are subject to change by Dr. Ilderton. Be informed and 
routinely check the Schedule and Class Email or Announcements for any changes or 
updates. 


*Syllabus quiz for financial aid purposes due by end of 1st week of class or as soon as 
possible after adding the class. 


 


Module 13: Congress 


and the Judiciary 


C&M Ch. 12 


Glen Krutz, Richard Fleisher, and 


Jon Bond, “From Abe Fortas to 


Zoe Baird: Why Some 


Presidential Nominations Fail in 


the Senate.” 


Module 13 Quiz June 10th June 22nd 


Module 14: Congress 


and Organized 


Interests 


C&M Ch. 13 


Module 14 Quiz 


Congress and 


Organized 


Interests 


Discussion 


June 10th June 22nd 


Module 15: Congress 


and the Policy 


Process 


C&M Ch. 14, 15 Module 15 Quiz June 10th June 22nd 


  Exam 3     June 16th June 22nd 








University of Central Florida 
Scope and Methods of Political Science 


POS 3703 – CW61| Summer 2024 
(3 credit hours) 


  


  
Instructor: Dr. Lynne Gleiber 
E-Mail:lynne.gleiber@ucf.edu 
Office hours: By appointment – All office meetings will be held via Zoom. Please contact me to 
receive a Zoom invitation. 
I will respond to emails within 48 hours. 


  


Purpose and Course Description 


This course will examine techniques and concepts essential for conducting and understanding 
research in political science.  It addresses fundamental components of analysis in political 
science and statistical techniques that are used. Students will be assigned readings from the 
required textbook, which will need to be completed in order to be prepared for class. In 
addition to discussion of the concepts that are introduced in the reading assignments exercises 
using SPSS and Microsoft Excel will be given.  


  


Course Objectives 


Students who successfully complete the course will have obtained: 


• Knowledge of the discipline of political science 
• Knowledge of the application of the scientific method in the context of social science 


research 
• Knowledge of the main components of quantitative research methods used by political 


scientist 
• Ability to understand political analysis 
• Understanding of the use of statistical packages such as SPSS and the ability to construct 


models of analysis and interpret results of analysis 


 Statement on Culture of Inclusion 


The University of Central Florida considers the diversity of its students, faculty, and staff to be a 
strength and critical to its educational mission. UCF expects every member of the university 
community to be respectful in classrooms, work environments, and at campus events. 







Dimensions of diversity can include sex, race, age, national origin, ethnicity, gender identity and 
expression, intellectual and physical ability, sexual orientation, income, faith and non-faith 
perspectives, socio-economic class, political ideology, education, primary language, family 
status, military experience, cognitive style, and communication style. The individual intersection 
of these experiences and characteristics must be valued in our community. 


  


  


Title IX 


Title IX prohibits sex discrimination, including sexual misconduct, sexual violence, sexual 
harassment, and retaliation. If you or someone you know has been harassed or assaulted, you 
can find resources available to support the victim, including confidential resources and 
information concerning reporting options Home - UCF Let's Be Clear and UCF Cares • UCF 


• Title IX – OIE – Office of Institutional Equity - Home (ucf.edu) and 
askanadvocate@ucf.edu 


• Student Accessibility Services • UCF 
• Diversity and Inclusion Training and Events 
• University Compliance, Ethics, and Risk (ucf.edu) & complianceandethics@ucf.edu 
• Ombuds Office (ucf.edu) 


 


Expectations for Student Performance  


1. Course Requirements 


Work assignments must be completed on time. 


  


2. Required textbook 


Title: Political Science Research Methods, 9th Edition 


Authors: Janet Buttolph Johnson, H.T. Reynolds, and Jason D. Mycoff 


The electronic version of this book is available for purchase through the UCF bookstore with a link in 
webcourses. 


  


3. Examinations and Grading 



https://letsbeclear.ucf.edu/

https://cares.sdes.ucf.edu/

https://oie.ucf.edu/

https://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

mailto:University%20Compliance,%20Ethics,%20and%20Risk%20(ucf.edu)

mailto:complianceandethics@ucf.edu

https://www.ombuds.ucf.edu/





Three exams will be given: two during the semester and one final exam. Questions will be 
based on information covered in the textbooks as well the hand outs posted to webcourses. 
Graded work connected to modules will be given. The timeframes for competing assignments 
(when assignments open and closed) and due dates are listed on the course schedule. Generally, the 
module assignments will be available on Wednesday of each week and due on Sunday by 11:59 pm. 


Exams will be given with Respondus Lockdown Browser and Monitoring proctoring software. Information 
regarding Respondus Lockdown Browser is here: Proctoring Resources for Students at UCF - UCF 


 In the interest of fairness to all students, extra credit work will not be given. If a student misses 
an exam, he or she must provide sufficient justification for doing so (e.g. a documented 
emergency) to qualify for a make-up exam.  If documentation is not provided a make-up exam 
will not be given. It is the responsibility of the student to contact me (by telephone, voice mail 
or e-mail) before or immediately after the missed exam to discuss the possibility of being given 
a make-up exam.   


Grade By 


Percentage 
A table that contains the grading scheme data. Each row 


contains a name, a maximum percentage, and a minimum 
percentage. 


Letter Grade Range 


A 100%to94%  


A- < 94%to90%  


B+ < 90%to87%  


B < 87%to84%  


B- < 84%to80%  


C+ < 80%to77%  


C < 77%to74%  


C- < 74%to70%  


D+ < 70%to67%  


D < 67%to64%  


D- < 64%to61%  


F < 61%to0%  


 


4. Academic Integrity  


Academic integrity is fundamental to the process of learning and evaluating academic 
performance.  Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated.  Academic dishonesty includes, but is 
not limited to, the following: cheating, plagiarism, tampering with academic records and 
examinations, falsifying identity, and being an accessory to acts of academic dishonesty. For 



https://cdl.ucf.edu/support/student/proctored-exams/





clarification of what constitutes academic dishonesty, please consult The Golden Rule, the 
University of Central Florida’s Student Handbook http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/ 
.  Students are Violations of the rules addressing academic integrity stated in The Golden Rule 
will result in documentation of the infraction and a grade of zero for the work in question. 
Confirmation of academic dishonesty an also result in expulsion from the University of Central 
Florida. 


  


5. Attendance and Withdrawal 


Students are expected to participate in all course activities and are responsible for withdrawing 
from the course if he or she decides not to complete it.  Students who discontinue 
participation, and do not withdraw will fail the course. 


  


Grading Distribution 


Final grades will be composed as follows: 
Examination 1                                     20% 
Examination 2                                     20% 
Module activities                                40%     
Final Examination                              20% 


Religious Observance: Students must notify their instructor in advance if they intend to miss 
class for a religious observance. For more information, see the UCF policy at 
<http://regulations.ucf.edu/chapter5/documents/5.020ReligiousObservancesFINALJan19 


Course Accessibility 


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all persons 
with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students with 
disabilities who need specific access in this course, such as accommodations, should contact the 
professor as soon as possible to discuss various access options. Students should also connect 
with Student Accessibility Services (Ferrell Commons, 7F, Room 185, sas@ucf.edu, phone (407) 
823-2371). Through Student Accessibility Services, a Course Accessibility Letter may be created 
and sent to professors, which informs faculty of potential access and accommodations that 
might be reasonable. Once Student Disability Services has been contacted, I am happy to make 
any arrangements needed by my students. 


Campus Safety Statement 


Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise during class, everyone needs to work 
together. Students should be aware of their surroundings and familiar with some basic safety 
and security concepts.  



http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://regulations.ucf.edu/chapter5/documents/5.020ReligiousObservancesFINALJan19.pdf

http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

mailto:sas@ucf.edu





  


• In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance. 
• Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall near 


the door. Students should make a note of the guide’s physical location and review 
the online version at http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html. 


• Students should know the evacuation routes from each of their classrooms and have 
a plan for finding safety in case of an emergency. 


• If there is a medical emergency during class, students may need to access a first-aid 
kit or AED (Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those are located, 
see http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/workplacesafety.html (click on link from menu on left). 


• To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF 
text alerts by going to ucf.edu and logging in. Click on “Student Self Service” located 
on the left side of the screen in the toolbar, scroll down to the blue “Personal 
Information” heading on the Student Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the 
information, including e-mail address, cell phone number, and cell phone provider, 
click “Apply” to save the changes, and then click “OK.” 


• Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their 
instructors outside of class. 


• To learn about how to manage an active-shooter situation on campus or elsewhere, 
consider viewing thisvideoLinks to an external site.. 


  


Notifications in Case of Changes to Course Modality 


If the university may make changes to the way classes are offered, please look for 
announcements or messages in Webcourses@UCF or Knights email about changes specific to 
this course. 


  


UCF Statement on Student Use of Technology 


Full Statement is here: UCF Online Technology Requirements | UCF Online Degrees 


The University of Central Florida expects all students to have ready access to a personal 
computer and software appropriate to his or her field of study. Students can meet this 
expectation by purchasing or leasing a computer, sharing a computer with family or 
roommates, or using a UCF student computer lab. All UCF students should expect to use a 
personal computer in many university activities, including coursework, accessing library 
information, registering for classes, and communicating with instructors and fellow students. 


In addition, many UCF courses require access to the internet. UCF has developed one of the 
nation’s most advanced campus technology environments, and all UCF students are provided 
with free email accounts and internet access. Students wishing to acquire a personal computer 
are strongly advised to consider a notebook computer with a wireless networking card. 



http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html

http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/workplacesafety.html

http://my.ucf.edu/

https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk

https://www.ucf.edu/online/technology-requirements/





  


COVID-19 and Illness Notification 


Students who believe they may have a COVID-19 diagnosis should contact UCF Student Health 
Services (407-823-2509) so proper contact tracing procedures can take place. 


Students should not come to campus if they are ill, are experiencing any symptoms of COVID-
19, have tested positive for COVID, or if anyone living in their residence has tested positive or is 
sick with COVID-19 symptoms. CDC guidance for COVID-19 symptoms is located here: 
(https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.htmlLinks to an 
external site.) 


Students should contact their instructor(s) as soon as possible if they miss class for any illness 
reason to discuss reasonable adjustments that might need to be made. When possible, 
students should contact their instructor(s) before missing class. 


In Case of Faculty Illness 


If the instructor falls ill during the semester, there may be changes to this course, including 
having a backup instructor take over the course. Please look for announcements or mail in 
Webcourses@UCF or Knights email for any alterations to this course. 


  


Course Accessibility and Disability COVID-19 Supplemental Statement 


Accommodations may need to be added or adjusted should this course shift from an on-
campus to a remote format. Students with disabilities should speak with their instructor and 
should contact sas@ucf.edu to discuss specific accommodations for this or other courses. 


  


Deployed Active Duty Military Students 


Students who are deployed active duty military and/or National Guard personnel and require 
accommodation should contact their instructors as soon as possible after the semester begins 
and/or after they receive notification of deployment to make related arrangements. 


  


Copyright 


This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, images, text 
materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use doctrine in order to 
enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, download or distribute these 
items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for this online classroom environment and 
your use only. All copyright materials are credited to the copyright holder. 


Third-Party Software and FERPA 



https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html

mailto:sas@ucf.edu





During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or software 
applications sometimes called third-party software such as a blog or wiki. While some of these 
could be required assignments, you need not make any personally identifying information on a 
public site. Do not post or provide any private information about yourself or your classmates. 
Where appropriate you may use a pseudonym or nickname. Some written assignments posted 
publicly may require personal reflection/comments, but the assignments will not require you to 
disclose any personally identity-sensitive information. If you have any concerns about this, 
please contact your instructor.  


 


Course schedule: 


• Week 1 - Chapter 1   
o Understanding data  
o Conducting research 
o Scientific method 


• Week 2                
o  Research design - Chapter2 


• Week 3          
o Beginning Research - Chapter 3 


• Week 4          
o Chapter 3 continued 
o Exam 1  The exam will be available from Wednesday - Saturday. 


Module 2: Qualitative Data and Research Process         


• Week 5   Chapter 4 
•  Week 6  Chapter 5   Chapter 6    


Week 7 Qualitative Research Design: Chapter 8   


o  Exam 2 The exam will be available from Wednesday - Saturday. 


Module 3: Data Analysis   


• Week 8  Quantitative Research Design: Chapter 9 & Quantitative Methods: 
Chapter 10 


• Week 9    Making Sense of Data: Chapter 11 
• Week 10 Testing Relationships | Analyzing Relationships with Categorical 


Data: Chapters 12 & 13 
• Week 11   Regression: Chapter 14 
• Week 12     Chapter 15    Final Exam will open on August 2 and will close on 


August 5 at 11:59pm. 








POS 3703.DW60. SCOPE AND METHODS OF POLITICAL SCIENCE (59090) 


Summer 2024 


 


 


 


Professor: Dr. Barbara Sgouraki Kinsey 


SPSIA Office:  Phillips Hall 302        


Phone:  (407) 823-2608 


Email:  barbara.kinsey@ucf.edu 


Office Hours via Email/Phone/Zoom: Tuesday 12:00-2:00 PM; Wednesday 12:00-1:00 PM; or by 


appointment. Please contact me to set an appointment (via phone or zoom, or course chat). 


        


GTA Name and Contact Information:  Mr. George Kotlik George.kotlik@ucf.edu & 


Mr. Uchenna Okwara Uchennahillprieston.okwara@ucf.edu 


 


             


COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
 


This course is an introduction to the logic and methods of social science research in general and 


political science in particular.  Emphasis will be placed on the logic of research design and data 


analysis.  Students in this class  


• will be introduced to principles of research design 


• learn techniques of quantitative analysis including statistical inference, hypothesis testing, 


and regression analysis  


• analyze political datasets using statistical software 


• learn to interpret and evaluate quantitative work   


 


 


REQUIRED TEXTS: 
 


Philip H. Pollock III & Barry C. Edwards.  2020.  The Essentials of Political Analysis. 6th 


Edition.  Sage & CQ Press 


 


Philip H. Pollock III and Barry Edwards.  2023.  An R Companion to Political Analysis. 3rd 


Edition. CQ Press 


 


      Additional readings will be distributed. 


 


 
STATISTICAL SOFTWARE R: 
 


We will be using the R program in this course.  I assume that you have no prior experience with this 


software.  R is a free program that works well with either Windows or Mac OS platforms. For 


information on how to install the program on your computer please see An R Companion to Political 


Science (listed in the required texts list above), “Introduction: Getting Started with R.” 


 



mailto:barbara.kinsey@ucf.edu

mailto:George.kotlik@ucf.edu

mailto:Uchennahillprieston.okwara@ucf.edu





ZOOM R LABS (Optional) 


 


The class will meet via Zoom (Day/Time TBA), for lab time. These labs will instruct students on 


the use of the R statistical software for the weekly assignments and answer student questions.  Please 


note that this class is fully online; these meetings are not required (please see grade distribution in 


Syllabus), but certainly they are recommended.  In case of a scheduling conflict, the lab may be 


rescheduled.  These zoom meetings will be recorded for future viewing. 


 


WEEKLY ASSIGNMENTS 


The assignments are weekly and include quizzes and writing assignments; they are designed to 


test your understanding and knowledge of the module material. The content of each module 


including description of assignments will be available on Friday of each week (except for 


the Module 8 assignments due on Saturday, 7/6) ; you will have a week to submit your 


assignments (assignments are due by 11:00 PM on the following Friday).  After a discussion 


or writing assignment closes, comments on your assignment, a class announcement with general 


grading comments, an assignment grade, and a total grade for the module will be released by 


Thursdays, at least nine business days following the assignment’s due date; more details to 


follow in the weekly module overviews.  


MISSED ASSIGNMENTS/MAKE-UPS 


To submit late work the student will have to obtain the instructor’s permission first; 


permission will be granted depending on the circumstances that resulted in late submission.  The 


student will have at most one week from the assignment’s deadline to submit the work. There 


will be a penalty of one letter grade for all late work (except for cases involving overriding and 


well documented circumstances).   


Students who represent the university in an authorized event or activity (for example, student-


athletes) and who are unable to meet a course deadline due to a conflict with that event must provide 


the instructor with documentation in advance to arrange a make-up; no penalty will be applied. For 


more information, see the UCF policy at <https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-401.pdf> 


Other overriding circumstances include own or family medical emergencies, religious holidays, 


severe weather conditions, military obligations, or legal obligations (i.e. jury duty). Pertinent, 


official documentation will be required if you plan on requesting to make up a quiz or 


assignment due to such circumstances. 


COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND GRADING: 
    


Course grades are determined by:   


(1) Eight modules’ assignments  


(3) One exam*   


 


*The exam will cover all the material in the course.   



https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-401.pdf





 


Grades are a weighted average of the following requirements: 


 


Requirement:    Weight: 


Module 1 Assignments    5% 


Modules 2-8 Assignments  80%  


Exam at end of class (July 12)  15%     


 


 


 The plus/minus grading system will apply in this course: 


  


Letter Grade  Points  


A  93 – 100 points  


A-  90 – 92 points  


B+  87 – 89 points  


B  83 – 86 points  


B-  80 – 82 points  


C+  77 – 79 points  


C  73 – 76 points  


C-  70 – 72 points  


D+  67 – 69 points  


D  63 – 66 points  


D-  60 – 62 points  


F  59 and below  


 


 


Students must fulfill the following tasks:  


1. Complete reading/watching all the module materials. 


2. Complete eight modules’ assignments on time.   


3. Take exam at end of class (July 12) 


 


In case you think you are failing the course, please contact the professor right away. 


 


A grade of “I” is only given in cases of extreme emergency or special and well documented 


circumstances late in the semester, provided that you have been making satisfactory progress.   


 


 







FEDERAL FINANCIAL AID REQUIREMENT: RECORDING ACADEMIC ACTIVITY POLICY  


UCF must comply with a federal financial aid regulation that states that in order to receive 


federal aid, students must be actively academically engaged (according to a federal definition) in 


each course in which they are enrolled. All faculty are required to document students' academic 


activity at the beginning of each course. Without verification of this engagement, students will 


not receive their aid. 


In order to document that you began this course, please complete the assignments for Module 


One by the end of the first week of classes, or as soon as possible after adding the course, but no 


later than Friday, May 17. Failure to do so will result in a delay in the disbursement of 


your financial aid.   


 


VIRTUAL OFFICE HOURS 


This course may use Zoom for meetings during office hours (or by appointment). 


Please take the time to familiarize yourself with Zoom by visiting the UCF Zoom Guides at 


<https://cdl.ucf.edu/support/webcourses/zoom/>. You may choose to use Zoom on your mobile 


device (phone or tablet). 


Please contact Webcourses@UCF Support at <https://cdl.ucf.edu/support/webcourses/> if you 


have any technical issues accessing Zoom. 


Things to Know About Zoom: 


• You must sign in to my Zoom session using your UCF NID and password. 


• The Zoom sessions are recorded. 


• Improper behavior is not tolerated within Zoom sessions and may result in a referral to the 


Office of Student Conduct. 


• You can contact Webcourses@UCF Support at <https://cdl.ucf.edu/support/webcourses/> if 


you have any technical issues accessing Zoom. 


PROFESSIONALISM AND STUDENT CONDUCT 


 


Students are expected to conduct themselves in a civil and professional manner. Disrupted behavior, 


profanity, or any other offensive behavior will not be tolerated. All mobile devices must be turned 


off and put out of view during class meetings. Repeated violations of professionalism will result in a 


reduction in course grade. 


 


If there is anything in the syllabus that is unclear, it is up to the student to contact the 


professor for clarification.  Also, it is the student’s responsibility to be informed of any 


announcements made in class meetings. 


 


 



https://cdl.ucf.edu/support/





ACADEMIC HONESTY 


Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of Conduct. According to Section 1, 


“Academic Misconduct,” students are prohibited from engaging in 


1. Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information 


or study aids in any academic exercise unless specifically authorized by the instructor of 


record. The unauthorized possession of examination or course-related material also 


constitutes cheating. 


2. Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral means: The 


presentation of material which has not been studied or learned, but rather was obtained 


through someone else’s efforts and used as part of an examination, course assignment, or 


project. 


3. Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to another person, 


student, and/or uploading course material to a third-party vendor without authorization or 


without the express written permission of the university and the instructor. Course 


materials include but are not limited to class notes, Instructor’s PowerPoints, course 


syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, instruction sheets, homework, study guides, handouts, etc. 


4. Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work. 


5. Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the source, 


thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s own. 


6. Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than once 


without the express written permission of the instructor. 


7. Helping another violate academic behavior standards. 


For more information about Academic Integrity, students may consult The Center for Academic 


Integrity. 


For more information about plagiarism and misuse of sources, see “Defining and Avoiding 


Plagiarism: The WPA Statement on Best Practices.”  


 


 


Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating 


 


Students should also familiarize themselves with the procedures for academic misconduct in 


UCF’s student handbook, The Golden Rule. UCF faculty members have a responsibility for 


students’ education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to prevent unethical behavior and 


when necessary respond to academic misconduct. Penalties can include a failing grade in an 


assignment or in the course, suspension or expulsion from the university, and/or a “Z 


Designation” on a student’s official transcript indicating academic dishonesty, where the final 


grade for this course will be preceded by the letter Z. For more information about the Z 


Designation, click here.  


 



http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/process/roc

http://www.academicintegrity.org/icai/assets/FVProject.pdf
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STUDENT ACCESSIBILITY  


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all persons 


with disabilities. Students with disabilities who need disability-related access in this course 


should contact the professor as soon as possible. Students should also connect with Student 


Accessibility Services (SAS) <http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/> (Ferrell Commons 185, sas@ucf.edu, 


phone 407-823-2371). Through Student Accessibility Services, a Course Accessibility Letter 


may be created and sent to professors, which informs faculty of potential access and 


accommodations that might be reasonable. Determining reasonable access and accommodations 


requires consideration of the course design, course learning objectives and the individual 


academic and course barriers experienced by the student. 


CAMPUS SAFETY STATEMENT FOR STUDENTS IN ONLINE-ONLY COURSES  


Though most emergency situations are primarily relevant to courses that meet in person, such 


incidents can also impact online students, either when they are on or near campus to participate 


in other courses or activities or when their course work is affected by off-campus emergencies. 


The following policies apply to courses in online modalities.  


To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text alerts by 


going to ucf.edu and logging in. Click on “Student Self Service” located on the left side of the 


screen in the toolbar, scroll down to the blue “Personal Information” heading on the Student 


Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the information, including e-mail address, cell 


phone number, and cell phone provider, click “Apply” to save the changes, and then click “OK.”  


Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their instructors 


outside of class. 


VIRUSES  


A virus can spell disaster. Your use of a reputable anti-virus program is a requirement for 


participation in this course (good ones include McAfee or Norton). 


Also, back up your files: Hard drives do crash and it is really inconvenient when they do. 


However, this is not a valid excuse for failing to get your work in on time. 


E-MAIL PROTOCOLS  


E-mail will be an integral part of this course. Make sure you: Check your e-mail at least once 


every 48 hours during regular business hours (more often is better). 


Be patient. Don’t expect an immediate response when you send a message. Generally, 48 hours 


is considered a reasonable amount of time to receive a reply. Please note that your professor only 


checks and answers to e-mails during regular business hours. 


In the “Subject” heading include the course number and your last name. 



http://my.ucf.edu/





Be courteous and considerate. Being honest and expressing yourself freely is very important, but 


being considerate of others online is just as important as in the classroom. 


Make every effort to be clear. Online communication lacks the nonverbal cues that fill in much 


of the meaning in face-to-face communication. 


Do not use all caps. This makes the message very hard to read and is considered “shouting.” 


Check spelling, grammar, and punctuation (you may want to compose in a word processor, then 


cut and paste the message into the discussion or e-mail). 


Break up large blocks of text into paragraphs and use a space between paragraphs. 


Sign your e-mail messages. 


Never assume that your e-mail can be read by no one except yourself; others may be able to read 


or access your mail.  


COPYRIGHT  


This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, images, text 


materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use doctrine in order to 


enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, download or distribute these 


items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for this online classroom environment and 


your use only. All copyright materials are credited to the copyright holder. 


TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE  


For specific problems in any of the areas below or for further information go to the 


corresponding link for assistance. 


UCF Home Page will help find UCF resources.  


UCF Service Desk – You can also call the Service Desk at 407-823-5117. 


Learning Online: This site provides information on study skills for distance learners, the library 


and the writing center. 


Buying a new computer or upgrading your current equipment – http://www.cstore.ucf.edu/ 


Technical Discussion Topic: If you have technical questions and/or problems, please post a 


message to the Technical Discussion Topic. I encourage members of the class who are 


technically proficient to also monitor this discussion topic and assist your classmates. 


If your equipment problems prevent you from using e-mail from home, there are many computer 


labs on campus and virtually every public library offers Internet access. 







THIRD-PARTY SOFTWARE AND FERPA  


During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or software 


applications sometimes called third-party software such as a blog or wiki. While some of these 


could be required assignments, you need not make any personally identifying information on a 


public site. Do not post or provide any private information about yourself or your classmates. 


Where appropriate you may use a pseudonym or nickname. Some written assignments posted 


publicly may require personal reflection/comments, but the assignments will not require you to 


disclose any personally identity-sensitive information. If you have any concerns about this, 


please contact your instructor. 


 


DEPLOYED ACTIVE DUTY MILITARY STUDENTS 


 


If you are a deployed active duty military student and feel that you may need a special 


accommodation due to that unique status, please contact me to discuss your circumstances. 


 
RELIGIOUS OBSERVANCES 


 


Students must notify their instructor in advance if they intend to miss class for a religious 


observance. For more information, see the UCF policy at 


<http://regulations.ucf.edu/chapter5/documents/5.020ReligiousObservancesFINALJan19. pdf>. 


TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE Note: This schedule is subject to change depending on 


the needs of the class.  Students are responsible for any changes in syllabus/schedule which are 


announced in class. 


POS 3703.DW60 SCOPE & METHODS OF POLITICAL SCIENCE SUMMER 2024 


 


Week of Topics Covered: Assignments: 


May 13 Module 1 


• Getting Started 


• Scientific Study 


 


Module 1 Assignments 


 


Due: May 17, 11 PM 


 


May 20 Module 2 


• Elements of Research 


• Introduction to the R 


statistical software 


 


Module 2 Assignments 


 


Due: May 24, 11 PM 


 


 


May 27 Module 3 


• Research Design 


• Experiments 


 


Module 3 Assignments 


 


Due: May 31, 11 PM 



http://regulations.ucf.edu/chapter5/documents/5.020ReligiousObservancesFINALJan19.pdf





June 3 
Module 4 


• Measurement  


• Sampling 


• Data Description 


 


Module 4 Assignments 


 


Due: June 7, 11 PM 


June 10 Module 5  


• Normal Distribution 


• Inference 


Confidence Intervals 


 


Module 5 Assignments 


 


Due: June 14, 11 PM 


 


June 17 Module 6 


• Hypothesis Testing 


 


 


Module 6 Assignments 


 


Due: June 21, 11 PM 


June 24 Module 7 


• Contingency Tables 


• Correlation 


 


Module 7 Assignments 


 


Due: June 28, 11 PM 


 


July 1 Module 8 


• Bivariate Regression 


 


 


Module 8 Assignments 


 


Due: Saturday, July 6, 11 PM 


 


July 8 Module 9 


• Multiple Regression 


and Dummy Variables 


 


      


Exam Due:  July 12, 11 PM 


 


 








POS 4603 - American Constitutional
Law I


Section: AW60
College of Sciences


School of Politics, Security, and Intl Affairs


Course Information


Term: Summer 2024
Class Meeting Location:  
Modality: WW
Credit Hours: 3


Instructor Information


John Hanley
Office Location: Howard Phillips Hall
Office Hours:
By Appointment
Email: John.Hanley@ucf.edu


Course Description


POS 4603 COS-POLS 3(3,0)American Constitutional Law I: PR: ENC 1102 or POS 2041
or C.I. Development of American federalism and national power, commerce clause, and
nationalization of the economy. Fall.


America’s system of government arises mainly from a set of institutional negotiations concluded
at Philadelphia in the summer and early fall of 1787. Just as it did not slowly take shape over
hundreds of years, neither was it the product of ethnic or linguistic nationalism, nor an invention







of legal scholars, international organizations, or a foreign conqueror. As a result, Americans seek
political guidance and national meaning from an 18th century document whose text has been
lightly revised in the succeeding 237 years. To a greater extent than in probably any other country,
the American constitution matters and its interpretation is the subject of vigorous debate. But the
Constitution of 1787 failed, and it is not the Constitution we live under today. How do we balance
the meanings and purposes of the Constitution of yore against those of the amendments and
current-day society? How can we determine what the Constitution’s answer is to a specific
question, or even whether the Constitution provides an answer in the first place? Who gets to
make these determinations? Who must follow them?


Student Learning Outcomes


Students shall:


Analyze and assess judicial opinions and case outcomes, judicial philosophies and
political and socio-economic theories more generally. Critical thinking will be
engaged both deductively--identifying shortcomings in stated theories as well
as inductively--organizing perspectives into coherent systems of belief.


Increase their substantive understanding of American politics and political history,
consistent with the centrality of the Constitution to American political culture and
institutions. 


Course Materials and Resources


Constitutional Law and Politics, vol. 1
Subtitle: Struggles for Power and Governmental Accountability
ISBN: 978-0-393-89351-9
Authors: O'Brien, David M., and Gordon Silverstein
Publisher: Norton
Publication Date: 2023
Edition: 12
Notes: DO NOT PURCHASE VOLUME 2


Course Assessment and Grading Procedure







Grades will be based on semi-weekly quizzes, review exercises, Yellowdig discussions, and a final
exam. These will be weighted as follows:


Module quizzes        40%


Review Exercises    20%


Yellowdig discussions  20%


Final Exam              20%


                          100 %


Quizzes (40%)
Each module will include a quiz. The quiz will require you to understand and be familiar with the
cases in the module as well as how they fit together and illustrate political debates and solutions.
The lowest quiz grade will be dropped.
 
Review Exercises (20%) Each numbered module contains two graded review exercises, such as
crossword puzzles, matching games, etc. Your lowest two module review exercise scores will be
dropped.
 
Yellowdig Discussions (20%) – As part of the course, you will be assigned to a group in a
Yellowdig community. This will give you an opportunity to engage with and discuss constitutional
law topics. Yellowdig has its own rules for earning points, and you should familiarize yourself
with these.
 
Final Exam (20%)
The final examination will be composed of multiple choice, true/false, and short answer questions.
It will be cumulative.


Grading Scale


Letter Grade Percentage


A 93.333-100%


A- 90.000-93.332%







Letter Grade Percentage


B+ 86.667-89.999%


B 83.333-86.667%


B- 80-83.333%


C+ 76.667-79.999%


C 73.333-76.667%


C- 70-73.333%


D 60-69.999%


F 0-59.999%


Policies for Course Grade


Makeup Work Policy


Incomplete grades, changes in exam dates, and extensions of written assignments will
be approved only by the instructor, and only upon evidence of extenuating
circumstances. Students participating in religious observances or university-sanctioned
activities may receive extensions on assignments consistent with UCF and state policy.


Missed/Late Assignments


Late work will be penalized at a rate of 10% per day late (or portion thereof), including
weekend days and holidays unless otherwise noted in the module.


Attendance


This is an online course. There are no sessions to attend.


Course Accessibility


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all
persons with disabilities. Students with disabilities who need access to course content
due to course design limitations should contact the professor as soon as possible.
Students should also connect with Student Accessibility Services (SAS) (Ferrell
Commons 185, sas@ucf.edu, phone 407-823-2371). For students connected with SAS,
a Course Accessibility Letter may be created and sent to professors, which informs



https://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

mailto:sas@ucf.edu





faculty of potential course access and accommodations that might be necessary and
reasonable. Determining reasonable access and accommodations requires consideration
of the course design, course learning objectives and the individual academic and course
barriers experienced by the student. Further conversation with SAS, faculty and the
student may be warranted to ensure an accessible course experience.


Academic Integrity


Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of Conduct at Student Conduct
and Integrity Office. According to Section 1, “Academic Misconduct,” students are
prohibited from engaging in:


1. Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials,
information or study aids in any academic exercise unless specifically authorized
by the instructor of record. The unauthorized possession of examination or course-
related material also constitutes cheating.


2. Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral mans: The
presentation of material which has not been studied or learned, but rather obtained
through someone else’s efforts and used as part of an examination, course
assignment, or project.


3. Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to another
person, student, and/or uploading course material to a third-party vendor without
authorization or without the express written permission of the university and the
instructor. Course materials include but are not limited to class notes, Instructor’s
PowerPoints, course syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, instruction sheets, homework,
study guides, handouts, etc.


4. Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work.


5. Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the
source, thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s
own.


6. Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than
once without the express written permission of the instructor.


7. Helping another violate academic behavior standards.


8. Soliciting assistance with academic coursework and/or degree requirements.



https://scai.sdes.ucf.edu/student-rules-of-conduct





Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating


Students should also familiarize themselves with the procedures for academic
misconduct in UCF’s student handbook, The Golden Rule. UCF faculty members have a
responsibility for students’ education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to
prevent unethical behavior and respond to academic misconduct when necessary.
Penalties for violating rules, policies, and instructions within this course can range from a
zero on the exercise to an “F” letter grade in the course. In addition, an Academic
Misconduct report could be filed with the Office of Student Conduct, which could lead to
disciplinary warning, disciplinary probation, or deferred suspension or separation from
the University through suspension, dismissal, or expulsion with the addition of a “Z”
designation on one’s transcript.


Being found in violation of academic conduct standards could result in a student having
to disclose such behavior on a graduate school application, being removed from a
leadership position within a student organization, the recipient of scholarships,
participation in University activities such as study abroad, internships, etc.


Let’s avoid all of this by demonstrating values of honesty, trust, and integrity. No grade is
worth compromising your integrity and moving your moral compass. Stay true to doing
the right thing: take the zero, not a shortcut.


Title IX


Title IX prohibits sex discrimination, including sexual misconduct, sexual violence, sexual
harassment, and retaliation. If you or someone you know has been harassed or
assaulted, you can find resources available to support the victim, including confidential
resources and information concerning reporting options at Let's Be Clear and UCF
Cares.


For more information on diversity and inclusion, Title IX, accessibility, or UCF’s complaint
processes contact:


Title IX – OIE – Office of Institutional Equity & askanadvocate@ucf.edu


Disability Accommodation – Student Accessibility Services – Student Accessibility
Services & sas@ucf.edu



https://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://www.shield.ucf.edu/

http://cares.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://oie.ucf.edu/

mailto:askanadvocate@ucf.edu

http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

mailto:sas@ucf.edu





Diversity and Inclusion Training and Events – Office of the VP for Diversity, Equity
& Inclusion


UCF Compliance and Ethics Office – Compliance, Ethics, and Risk Office &
complianceandethics@ucf.edu


The Ombuds Office is a safe place to discuss concerns.


Deployed Active-Duty Military Students


Students who are deployed active duty military and/or National Guard personnel and
require accommodation should contact their instructors as soon as possible after the
semester begins and/or after they receive notification of deployment to make related
arrangements.


Campus Safety


Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise during class, everyone needs
to work together. Students should be aware of their surroundings and familiar with some
basic safety and security concepts.


In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance.


Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall
near the door.


Students should make a note of the guide’s physical location and review the online
version at Safety


Students should know the evacuation routes from each of their classrooms and
have a plan for finding safety in case of an emergency.


If there is a medical emergency during class, students may need to access a first-
aid kit or AED (Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those are located,
see AED Locations.


To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF
text alerts by going to RAVE Mobile Safety and logging in. On the “My Account”
tab, fill out the information, including e-mail address and cell phone number.



http://www.diversity.ucf.edu/

http://compliance.ucf.edu/

mailto:complianceandethics@ucf.edu

http://ombuds.ucf.edu/

https://centralflorida-prod.modolabs.net/student/safety/index

https://ehs.ucf.edu/automated-external-defibrillator-aed-locations

http://www.getrave.com/login/ucf%3E





Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with
their instructors outside of class.


To learn about how to manage an active-shooter situation on campus or elsewhere,
consider viewing this video from the UCF Police Department, You CAN Survive an
Active Shooter.


Campus Safety Statement for Students in Online-Only Courses


Though most emergency situations are primarily relevant to courses that meet in person,
such incidents can also impact online students, either when they are on or near campus
to participate in other courses or activities or when their course work is affected by off-
campus emergencies. The following policies apply to courses in online modalities.


To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF
text alerts by going to RAVE Mobile Security and logging in. On the “My Account”
tab, fill out the information, including e-mail address and cell phone number.


Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with
their instructor outside of class.


Financial Aid Accountability


All instructors/faculty are required to document students’ academic activity at the
beginning of each course. In order to document that you began this course, please
complete this activity by the end of the first week of classes or as soon as possible after
adding the course. Failure to do so may result in a delay in the disbursement of your
financial aid.


Class Schedule


Module Completion Date Topic
1 5/17 Introduction & Judicial Review
2 5/17 How the federal judiciary works
3 5/22 Methods of constitutional interpretation
4 5/24 Congress & Commerce I
5 5/29 Commerce II



http://%3Chttps//youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk%3E

http://www.getrave.com/login/ucf%3E





6 5/31 Regulating States and Taxation
7 6/5 The President in Foreign Policy
8 6/7 Emergency Powers
9 6/12 Appointment, Privilege, and Immunity
10 6/14 Appointment and Removal
11 6/19 Representation & Voting Rights
12 6/21 Campaigns & Elections


Final Due 6/21 at 11:59pm








POS 4961: Exit Course 
 


Instructor Contact 


• Instructor: Nathan Ilderton 
• Office: Howard Phillips Hall 305A 


(Where's This?) 
• Office Hours:  10:00am to noon 


Mondays. 
• Virtual meetings available by 


appointment. 
• Phone: 407-823-2608 
• E-mail: nathan.ilderton@ucf.edu 


Course Information 


• Course Name: Exit Course 
• Course ID & Section: POS 4961-All Sections 
• Zero Hour Credit Webcourse 
• Semester/Year: Summer C 2024 
• Web Only Course 


Course Description 
This is a class for students graduating with degrees in Political Science and 
International & Global Studies.  This webcourse helps students complete the 
Exit Exam and also provides students resources related to graduation. 


The School of Politics, Security, and International Affairs requires all Political 
Science and International and Global Studies majors to take an Exit Exam 
during the semester they graduate.  The Exit Exam is a standardized test that 
measures substantive knowledge. The School uses data from the exit exam to 
assess its majors and continuously improve the services it provides UCF 
students. 


This is not meant to be a difficult or time-consuming class.  It is graded pass-
fail.  We have compiled material to address topics particularly helpful to 
graduating seniors so it should be very useful to you.  The course is organized 
in a series of modules.  The first six are for informational purposes. Module 7 is 
the graduating senior survey. Module 8 is the SPSIA Exit Exam. You must 
complete the exit exam for your major to pass this class. 


• Module 1. Start Here 
• Module 2. Graduating from 


UCF 
• Module 3. Resume Basics 



http://map.ucf.edu/locations/14/howard-phillips-hall-hph/

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1458799/modules/2674719





• Module 4. Job Search 
Resources 


• Module 5. Applying to Law 
School 


• Module 6. Applying to 
Graduate School 


• Module 7. Departmental Exit 
Surveys 


• Module 8. SPSIA Exit Exam 


You will unlock Modules 2-8 once you complete the "Start Here" Module.  You 
can complete the numbered modules in any order you want.  


START HERE MODULE 


  


Course Objectives 


• Identify resources for successful post-graduation plans, 
• Fulfill exit exam requirements, and 
• Collect data for program assessment purposes. 


Required Texts and Supplemental Readings 
• None(all resources are available as webcourse pages or external links) 


Course Requirements 
Your final grade is based on following component: 


• Completion of the SPSIA Political Science Exit Exam or SPSIA 
International and Global Studies Exit Exam (depending on your 
major). 


Missed Assignments/Make-Ups/Extra Credit 
None. 


Late Work 
None. 



https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1458799/modules/2674719





Grading Scale 
Satisfactory / Unsatisfactory 


Any missing assignments are treated as 0 scores for the purposes of calculating final 
course grades. 


Grades of "Incomplete" 
Incomplete grades are given only in situations where unexpected emergencies 
prevent a student from completing the course and the remaining work can be 
completed the next semester. Your instructor is the final authority on whether 
you qualify for an incomplete. Incomplete work must be finished by the end of 
the subsequent semester or the “I” will automatically be recorded as an “F” on 
your transcript. 


Evidence of Academic Engagement 
For financial aid purposes, students must demonstrate academic engagement by 
completing an assignment within the first week of class. For this course, this is a one 
question quiz. Please complete this by Friday, May 17th or as soon as possible after 
adding the course. 


Group Work Policy 
There are no group projects in this class.  You are welcome to discuss course 
material with other students, but you are responsible for your own work.  


Academic Honesty 
Plagiarism and cheating of any kind on an examination, quiz, or assignment will 
result at least in an "F" for that assignment (and may, depending on the 
severity of the case, lead to an "F" for the entire course) and may be subject to 
appropriate referral to the Office of Student Conduct for further action. See 
the UCF Golden Rule for further information. I will assume for this course that 
you will adhere to the academic creed of this University and will maintain the 
highest standards of academic integrity. In other words, don't cheat by giving 
answers to others or taking them from anyone else. I will also adhere to the 
highest standards of academic integrity, so please do not ask me to change (or 
expect me to change) your grade illegitimately or to bend or break rules for 
one person that will not apply to everyone. 


Professionalism Policy 



https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1458799/assignments/8490719

http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/faq#students

http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/





Follow university policy and basic rules of etiquette.  You must behave 
appropriately in all your class interactions. 


University Writing Center 
The University Writing Center (UWC) is a free resource for UCF 
undergraduates and graduates. At the UWC, a trained writing consultant will 
work individually with you on anything you're writing (in or out of class), at any 
point in the writing process from brainstorming to editing. Appointments are 
recommended, but not required. For more information or to make an 
appointment, visit the UWC website, stop by MOD 608, or call 407.823.2197. 


You do not need to come to the UCF campus to receive help from a trained 
writing tutor.  As a UCF student, you have access to writing tutors at the UCF 
Online Writing Center.  You can schedule an online consultation with a writing 
tutor.  You can get the help you need to complete the Final Report of your 
Civic Engagement Project online at a time convenient to you!  This service is 
free to you.  


Disability Statement 
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable 
accommodations for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in 
alternate formats upon request. Students with disabilities who need 
accommodations in this course must contact the professor at the beginning of 
the semester to discuss needed accommodations. No accommodations will be 
provided until the student has met with the professor to request 
accommodations. Students who need accommodations must be registered 
with Student Accessibility Services, Ferrell Commons, 7F, Room 185, phone 
(407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting 
accommodations from the professor. 


Emergency Procedures and Campus Safety 


Students are encouraged to be aware of their surroundings and familiar with actions to 
take in various types of emergencies.  For more information, see Faculty Center for 
Teaching and Learning Statement on Emergency Procedures and Campus Safety. 


Accommodations for Active Duty Military Students 


If you are a deployed active duty military student and feel that you may need a special 
accommodation due to that unique status, please contact the instructor to discuss your 
circumstances. 



http://uwc.cah.ucf.edu/

http://uwc.cah.ucf.edu/schedule-a-consultation/

http://www.sds.ucf.edu/

http://www.fctl.ucf.edu/TeachingAndLearningResources/CourseDesign/Syllabus/statements.php#safety

http://www.fctl.ucf.edu/TeachingAndLearningResources/CourseDesign/Syllabus/statements.php#safety





Religious Observances 
Students are expected to notify their instructor in advance if they intend to 
miss class to observe a holy day of their religious faith (not already reflected in 
the normal class schedule). See current schedule of major religious 
holidays.  For additional information, contact the Office of Diversity 
Initiatives at 407-823-6479. 


Copyright 
This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video 
clips, images, text materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the 
Fair Use doctrine in order to enhance the learning environment. Please do not 
copy, duplicate, download or distribute these items. The use of these materials 
is strictly reserved for this online classroom environment and your use only. All 
copyright materials are credited to the copyright holder. 


Third-Party Software and FERPA 
During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online 
services and/or software applications sometimes called third-party software 
such as a blog or wiki. While some of these could be required assignments, you 
need not make any personally identifying information on a public site. Do not 
post or provide any private information about yourself or your classmates. 
Where appropriate you may use a pseudonym or nickname. Some written 
assignments posted publicly may require personal reflection/comments, but 
the assignments will not require you to disclose any personally identity-
sensitive information. If you have any concerns about this, please contact your 
instructor. 


Financial Aid Requirement 
As of Fall, 2014, all faculty are required to document students' academic 
activity at the beginning of each course.  In order to document that you began 
this course, please complete the Evidence of Academic Engagement Quiz by the 
end of the first week of classes or as soon as possible after adding the 
course.  Failure to do so may result in a delay in the disbursement of your 
financial aid. 


Title IX Policy 



http://www.fctl.ucf.edu/TeachingAndLearningResources/CourseDesign/MajorReligiousHolidays/

http://www.fctl.ucf.edu/TeachingAndLearningResources/CourseDesign/MajorReligiousHolidays/

https://diversity.ucf.edu/

https://diversity.ucf.edu/





Title IX prohibits sex discrimination, including sexual misconduct, sexual 
violence, sexual harassment, and retaliation. If you or someone you know has 
been harassed or assaulted, you can find resources available to support the 
victim, including confidential resources and information concerning reporting 
options at https://letsbeclear.ucf.edu and http://cares.sdes.ucf.edu/. 


 


Course Summary: 


Date Details 


Fri May 17, 2024 Quiz Evidence of Academic Engagement Quiz 


Fri Aug 2, 2024 


Quiz Graduating IGS Majors Exit Survey 


Quiz SPSIA International and Global Studies Exit Exam 


Quiz Graduating Political Science Majors Exit Survey 


Quiz SPSIA Political Science Exit Exam 


 


 



https://letsbeclear.ucf.edu/

http://cares.sdes.ucf.edu/

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1458799/assignments/8490719

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1458799/assignments/8490717

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1458799/assignments/8490714

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1458799/assignments/8490721

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1458799/assignments/8490723






POS 2041 - American National
Government


Section: AW60
College of Sciences


School of Politics, Security, and Intl Affairs


Course Information


Term: Summer 2024
Class Meeting Location:  
Modality: WW
Credit Hours: 3.00


Instructor Information


John Hanley
Office Location: 102D Howard Philips Hall
Office Hours:
TBA
Email: John.Hanley@ucf.edu


Course Description


POS 2041 COS-POLS 3(3,0) American National Government: In this course, students
will investigate how the national government is structured and how the American
Constitutional Republic operates. It covers the philosophical and historical foundations of
American government, including but not limited to the Declaration of Independence, the
United States Constitution and all its amendments, and the Federalist Papers. The
course examines the branches of government and the government's laws, policies, and
programs. It also examines the ways in which citizens participate in their government and
ways their government responds to citizens.







Student Learning Outcomes


Within successful completion of this course, students will learn to:


1. Students will develop and demonstrate an understanding of the basic principles
and practices of American democracy and how they are applied in our republican
form of government.


2. Students will develop and demonstrate an understanding of the United States
Constitution and its application.


3. Students will develop and demonstrate knowledge of the founding documents and
how they have shaped the nature and functions of our institutions of self-
governance.


4. Students will develop and demonstrate an understanding of landmark Supreme
Court cases, landmark legislation, and landmark executive actions and their
impact on law and society.


Course Materials and Resources


American Government
Authors: Krutz, Glen, and Sylvie Waskiewicz
Publisher: OpenStax
Publication Date: 2021
Edition: 3


Course Assessment and Grading Procedure


Grades will be computed on the basis of four types of assignments:


Class participation, through Yellowdig (30% of total grade)


Practice exercises, two per module (30%)


Quizzes, one per module (30%)


Final exam (10%)







The State of Florida requires this course to provide "opportunities to engage
synchronously in political discussions and civil debates with multiple points of view."
These discussions will take place every other Wednesday from 12:30-2pm, and can be
accessed via the Zoom link in the webcourse. Participation is optional and will not affect
your grade. The agenda for these sessions will be indicated in advance.


Grading Scale


A > 93.333% B+ > 86.666% C+ > 76.666% D > 59.999%


A- > 89.999% B > 83.333% C > 73.333% F < 60%


 B- > 79.999% C- > 69.999%


Policies for Course Grade


Makeup Work Policy


Incomplete grades, changes in exam dates, and extensions of written assignments will
be approved only by the instructor, and only upon evidence of extenuating
circumstances. Students participating in religious observances or university-sanctioned
activities may receive extensions on assignments consistent with UCF and state policy.


Missed/Late Assignments


Late work (initial discussion postings and essays) will be penalized at a rate of
10% per day late (or portion thereof), including weekend days and holidays unless
otherwise noted in the module.


Attendance


This is an online course. There are no sessions to attend.


Course Accessibility







The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all
persons with disabilities. Students with disabilities who need access to course content
due to course design limitations should contact the professor as soon as possible.
Students should also connect with Student Accessibility Services (SAS) (Ferrell
Commons 185, sas@ucf.edu, phone 407-823-2371). For students connected with SAS,
a Course Accessibility Letter may be created and sent to professors, which informs
faculty of potential course access and accommodations that might be necessary and
reasonable. Determining reasonable access and accommodations requires consideration
of the course design, course learning objectives and the individual academic and course
barriers experienced by the student. Further conversation with SAS, faculty and the
student may be warranted to ensure an accessible course experience.


Academic Integrity


Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of Conduct at Student Conduct
and Integrity Office. According to Section 1, “Academic Misconduct,” students are
prohibited from engaging in:


1. Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials,
information or study aids in any academic exercise unless specifically authorized
by the instructor of record. The unauthorized possession of examination or course-
related material also constitutes cheating.


2. Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral mans: The
presentation of material which has not been studied or learned, but rather obtained
through someone else’s efforts and used as part of an examination, course
assignment, or project.


3. Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to another
person, student, and/or uploading course material to a third-party vendor without
authorization or without the express written permission of the university and the
instructor. Course materials include but are not limited to class notes, Instructor’s
PowerPoints, course syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, instruction sheets, homework,
study guides, handouts, etc.


4. Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work.


5. Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the
source, thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s
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own.


6. Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than
once without the express written permission of the instructor.


7. Helping another violate academic behavior standards.


8. Soliciting assistance with academic coursework and/or degree requirements.


Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating


Students should also familiarize themselves with the procedures for academic
misconduct in UCF’s student handbook, The Golden Rule. UCF faculty members have a
responsibility for students’ education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to
prevent unethical behavior and respond to academic misconduct when necessary.
Penalties for violating rules, policies, and instructions within this course can range from a
zero on the exercise to an “F” letter grade in the course. In addition, an Academic
Misconduct report could be filed with the Office of Student Conduct, which could lead to
disciplinary warning, disciplinary probation, or deferred suspension or separation from
the University through suspension, dismissal, or expulsion with the addition of a “Z”
designation on one’s transcript.


Being found in violation of academic conduct standards could result in a student having
to disclose such behavior on a graduate school application, being removed from a
leadership position within a student organization, the recipient of scholarships,
participation in University activities such as study abroad, internships, etc.


Let’s avoid all of this by demonstrating values of honesty, trust, and integrity. No grade is
worth compromising your integrity and moving your moral compass. Stay true to doing
the right thing: take the zero, not a shortcut.


Title IX


Title IX prohibits sex discrimination, including sexual misconduct, sexual violence, sexual
harassment, and retaliation. If you or someone you know has been harassed or
assaulted, you can find resources available to support the victim, including confidential
resources and information concerning reporting options at Let's Be Clear and UCF
Cares.
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For more information on diversity and inclusion, Title IX, accessibility, or UCF’s complaint
processes contact:


Title IX – OIE – Office of Institutional Equity & askanadvocate@ucf.edu


Disability Accommodation – Student Accessibility Services – Student Accessibility
Services & sas@ucf.edu


Diversity and Inclusion Training and Events – Office of the VP for Diversity, Equity
& Inclusion


UCF Compliance and Ethics Office – Compliance, Ethics, and Risk Office &
complianceandethics@ucf.edu


The Ombuds Office is a safe place to discuss concerns.


Deployed Active-Duty Military Students


Students who are deployed active duty military and/or National Guard personnel and
require accommodation should contact their instructors as soon as possible after the
semester begins and/or after they receive notification of deployment to make related
arrangements.


Campus Safety


Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise during class, everyone needs
to work together. Students should be aware of their surroundings and familiar with some
basic safety and security concepts.


In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance.


Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall
near the door.


Students should make a note of the guide’s physical location and review the online
version at Safety


Students should know the evacuation routes from each of their classrooms and
have a plan for finding safety in case of an emergency.


If there is a medical emergency during class, students may need to access a first-
aid kit or AED (Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those are located,



http://oie.ucf.edu/

mailto:askanadvocate@ucf.edu

http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

mailto:sas@ucf.edu

http://www.diversity.ucf.edu/

http://compliance.ucf.edu/

mailto:complianceandethics@ucf.edu

http://ombuds.ucf.edu/

https://centralflorida-prod.modolabs.net/student/safety/index





see AED Locations.


To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF
text alerts by going to RAVE Mobile Safety and logging in. On the “My Account”
tab, fill out the information, including e-mail address and cell phone number.


Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with
their instructors outside of class.


To learn about how to manage an active-shooter situation on campus or elsewhere,
consider viewing this video from the UCF Police Department, You CAN Survive an
Active Shooter.


Campus Safety Statement for Students in Online-Only Courses


Though most emergency situations are primarily relevant to courses that meet in person,
such incidents can also impact online students, either when they are on or near campus
to participate in other courses or activities or when their course work is affected by off-
campus emergencies. The following policies apply to courses in online modalities.


To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF
text alerts by going to RAVE Mobile Security and logging in. On the “My Account”
tab, fill out the information, including e-mail address and cell phone number.


Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with
their instructor outside of class.


Financial Aid Accountability


All instructors/faculty are required to document students’ academic activity at the
beginning of each course. In order to document that you began this course, please
complete this activity by the end of the first week of classes or as soon as possible after
adding the course. Failure to do so may result in a delay in the disbursement of your
financial aid.


Class Schedule


PART I: INTRODUCTION TO AMERICAN NATIONAL GOVERNMENT


May 13-17
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Module #1: American Government, Civic Engagement, and the Constitution


Read Chapters 1-2


5/14, 12:30-2pm: Optional Class Discussion


 


May 17-23


Module #2: Federalism and Congress


Read: Chapters 3 & 11


Adam Liptak. "At Center of Health Care Fight, a 1942 Case of a Farmer's Wheat." New
York Times, March 19, 2012.


5/21, 12:30-2pm: Optional Class Discussion


 


May 23-29


Module #3: The Presidency and the Bureaucracy


Read: Chapters 12 & 15


Michael Moss. "While Warning About Fat, U.S. Pushes Cheese Sales." New York
Times. November 7, 2010.


5/28, 12:30-2pm: Optional Class Discussion


 


May 29-June 4


Module #4: The Courts and Civil Liberties


Read: Chapters 13 & 4


Jess Bravin. "Supreme Court Ruling Ducks Conflict Between Religious, Gay Rights."
Wall Street Journal. June 4, 2018.


6/4, 12:30-2pm: Optional Class Discussion 


 







June 4-10


Module #5: Political Parties and Civil Rights


Read: Chapters 9 & 5


Summer Sewell. "There Were Nearly a Million Black Farmers in 1920. Why Have they
Disappeared?" The Guardian. April 29, 2019.


6/7, 12:30-2pm: Optional Class Discussion


 


June 10-14


Module #6: Public Opinion, Voting. Campaigns and Elections


Read: Chapters 6 & 7


Neil MacFarquhar. "Sweet Cherries, Bitter Politics: Two Farm Stands and the Nation’s
Divides." New York Times. June 6, 2021.


June 17, 12:30-2pm: Optional Class Discussion


 


June 14-20


Module #7: Interest Groups and the Media


Read: Chapters 8 & 10


Clarke, John. “Key Lime Pie Fans Whipped Up Over Dessert Snub.” Wall Street
Journal. July 31, 2022.


June 17, 12:30-2pm: Optional Class Discussion 


 


June 20-21


Final Exam


Read: all chapters in eTextbook












POS 2041 - American National
Government


Section: BW60
College of Sciences


School of Politics, Security, and Intl Affairs


Course Information


Term: Summer 2024
Class Meeting Location:  
Modality: WW
Credit Hours: 3.00


Instructor Information


Annabelle Conroy
Title: SPSIA Undergraduate Coordinator
Office Location: HPH 0302
Office Hours:
Tuesdays: 9:00 AM - 11:00 AM


Wednesdays: 9:00 AM - 11:00 AM


Or by appointment


Phone: 407-823-5902
Email: Please use the Canvas inbox for messaging


Course Description







POS 2041 COS-POLS 3(3,0) American National Government: In this course, students
will investigate how the national government is structured and how the American
Constitutional Republic operates. It covers the philosophical and historical foundations of
American government, including but not limited to the Declaration of Independence, the
United States Constitution and all its amendments, and the Federalist Papers. The
course examines the branches of government and the government's laws, policies, and
programs. It also examines the ways in which citizens participate in their government and
ways their government responds to citizens.


General Education Program (GEP)


POS2041 American National Government forms part of the "Interpretation & Evaluation"
Foundation. As such it focuses on developing the skills to assess and decipher
information in a world full of conflicting sources.


This learning foundation is designed to assist students in formulating models to
determine what information is valid and useful, encouraging them to be knowledgeable
and productive members of academic and real world communities. Courses will stress
how to evaluate, interpret, and support conclusions drawn from multiple theoretical and
practical perspectives in order to equip students to explain content, determine its
usefulness, and offer productive explanations.


Students who complete requirements for the Interpretation and Evaluation foundation will
be able to:


1. Demonstrate mastery of discipline specific vocabulary and concepts.


2. Recognize social, political, or economic problems and evaluate solutions to those
problems.


3. Understand how to collect, evaluate, or interpret data to draw conclusions.


4. Recognize and interpret the impact of social, economic, and political institutions on
the wellbeing of individuals in a country.


5. Employ social science principles, techniques, or concepts to identify, explain, or
address challenges facing society.







 The secondary foundation incorporated in this course is "Knowledge Application" but, of
course, all of the Foundations are incorporated in some way or another. See if you can
identify the Foundation for your own major!


Student Learning Outcomes


After successful completion of this course, students will learn to:


Develop and demonstrate an understanding of the basic principles and practices of
American democracy and how they are applied in our republican form of
government.


Develop and demonstrate an understanding of the United States Constitution and
its application.


Develop and demonstrate knowledge of the founding documents and how they
have shaped the nature and functions of our institutions of self-governance.


Develop and demonstrate an understanding of landmark Supreme Court cases,
landmark legislation, and landmark executive actions and their impact on law and
society.







Course Materials and Resources


American Government 3e
ISBN: 9781951693435
Authors: Glen Krutz
Publication Date: 2021-07-28
Edition: Third


Course Assessment and Grading Procedure


Academic Engagement for Financial Aid Activity


All faculty are required to document students’ academic activity at the beginning of each
course. In order to document that you began this course, please complete the academic
activity indicated in the Week 1 Module by the end of the first week of classes or as soon
as possible after adding the course, but no later than Friday of the first week of class
(11:59 pm). Failure to do so may result in a delay in the disbursement of your financial
aid. Please open Module 1 to see what you need to do to complete this requirement.


 


Weekly Discussions - Yellowdig (25%)


In this class, we will use the Yellowdig tool to as the online discussion platform.  Unlike
typical Canvas discussions where everyone responds to the same prompt, Yellowdig lets
you share and discuss real-world content (articles, videos, etc.) that YOU feel is relevant
to lectures and readings. As you create posts and make comments, and as other
students react to or comment on your posts, you will automatically receive participation
points. To be clear, using Yellowdig is a required part of the course, and the points you
acquire will account for 15% of your course grade.


Please consult the Yellowdig page in the Modules section for more information and
instructions on how to log in.







 


Chapter Quizzes (25%)


Each chapter will have its own quiz. Although there are 10 quizzes, only the top 9 will
count (so the lowest score will be dropped). The quizzes will test your knowledge of the
assigned chapter and will serve


Section Case Study (10%)


Each section will present 2-3 case studies which examine a specific question or issue
related to that section's topics. The case study will require you to analyze and research
a particular issue and write about your findings. The paper should be between 2-3
pages (750 words minimum) and each paper will be worth 10 points. Although each
section will have case studies, only the highest case study score will count towards the
final grade. Thus, if you don't do as well as you wished on the first paper, you have
other opportunities to improve your grade. However, if you are happy with the grade you
obtained in your first case study paper, you do not need to submit a second paper.


Case studies can be done individually or by a team. Teams can have a maximum of 3
people. If submitting as a team, the same grade will apply to all the members of the
team, so make sure that everyone contributes equally to the paper. You do not need to
decide now if you want to work with a team. This can wait until the week in which decide
to do your paper.  However, please make sure to inform me at least 5 days before
the paper is due that you will be working in a team.


Examinations (40%)


There will be four examinations in this course - three midterms and a final exam. The
final examination will be cumulative. Although there will be 4 exams (10 points each),
only the highest 3 will count. Thus, if you are satisfied with your grade in the first 3
exams, you do not need to take the final exam. Please refer to the respective modules
for instructions regarding each exam.


Grading Scale







Letter Grade Percentage


A 94-100%


A- 90-93%


B+ 87-89%


B 84-86%


B- 80-83%


C+ 77-79%


C 74-76%


C- 70-73%


D+ 67-69%


D 64-66%


D- 61-63%


F 0-60%


The plus/minus system will be used for calculating final grades. Zeros for unsubmitted
assignments may not be entered on webcourses. The number of points earned, not the
webcourses "average" determines grade.


Policies for Course Grade


Makeup Work Policy


Per university policy, you are allowed to submit make-up work (or an equivalent, alternate
assignment) for authorized university-sponsored activities, religious observances, or
legal obligations (such as jury duty). If this participation conflicts with any of the exams, I
will offer a reasonable opportunity for you to complete missed exams. The make-up
exams and grading scale will be equivalent to the missed assignment and its grading
scale, but its format may be different. 







Other than the situations listed above, makeup assignments will not be available since
the lowest grades will be dropped, thus allowing to miss some assignments without
penalty.


Attendance


Attendance is mandatory. You are allowed to miss two classes without penalty. If you
miss 5 or more classes for any reason without a valid excuse and/or discussing this with
your professor, you will fail the class. Thus, please make sure that you keep up with the
readings and assignments.


Incomplete grades, changes in exam grades, and extensions of written assignments will
be approved only by the instructor, and only upon evidence of extenuating
circumstances.


In accordance with state requirement, there will be regular opportunities to engage in
"political discussions and civil debates." I will signal these opportunities during class.


Course Accessibility


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all
persons with disabilities. Students with disabilities who need access to course content
due to course design limitations should contact the professor as soon as possible.
Students should also connect with Student Accessibility Services (SAS) (Ferrell
Commons 185, sas@ucf.edu, phone 407-823-2371). For students connected with SAS,
a Course Accessibility Letter may be created and sent to professors, which informs
faculty of potential course access and accommodations that might be necessary and
reasonable. Determining reasonable access and accommodations requires consideration
of the course design, course learning objectives and the individual academic and course
barriers experienced by the student. Further conversation with SAS, faculty and the
student may be warranted to ensure an accessible course experience.


Academic Integrity
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Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of Conduct at Student Conduct
and Integrity Office. According to Section 1, “Academic Misconduct,” students are
prohibited from engaging in:


1. Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials,
information or study aids in any academic exercise unless specifically authorized
by the instructor of record. The unauthorized possession of examination or course-
related material also constitutes cheating.


2. Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral mans: The
presentation of material which has not been studied or learned, but rather obtained
through someone else’s efforts and used as part of an examination, course
assignment, or project.


3. Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to another
person, student, and/or uploading course material to a third-party vendor without
authorization or without the express written permission of the university and the
instructor. Course materials include but are not limited to class notes, Instructor’s
PowerPoints, course syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, instruction sheets, homework,
study guides, handouts, etc.


4. Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work.


5. Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the
source, thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s
own.


6. Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than
once without the express written permission of the instructor.


7. Helping another violate academic behavior standards.


8. Soliciting assistance with academic coursework and/or degree requirements.


Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating


Students should also familiarize themselves with the procedures for academic
misconduct in UCF’s student handbook, The Golden Rule. UCF faculty members have a
responsibility for students’ education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to
prevent unethical behavior and respond to academic misconduct when necessary.
Penalties for violating rules, policies, and instructions within this course can range from a
zero on the exercise to an “F” letter grade in the course. In addition, an Academic
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Misconduct report could be filed with the Office of Student Conduct, which could lead to
disciplinary warning, disciplinary probation, or deferred suspension or separation from
the University through suspension, dismissal, or expulsion with the addition of a “Z”
designation on one’s transcript.


Being found in violation of academic conduct standards could result in a student having
to disclose such behavior on a graduate school application, being removed from a
leadership position within a student organization, the recipient of scholarships,
participation in University activities such as study abroad, internships, etc.


Let’s avoid all of this by demonstrating values of honesty, trust, and integrity. No grade is
worth compromising your integrity and moving your moral compass. Stay true to doing
the right thing: take the zero, not a shortcut.


Title IX


Title IX prohibits sex discrimination, including sexual misconduct, sexual violence, sexual
harassment, and retaliation. If you or someone you know has been harassed or
assaulted, you can find resources available to support the victim, including confidential
resources and information concerning reporting options at Let's Be Clear and UCF
Cares.


For more information on diversity and inclusion, Title IX, accessibility, or UCF’s complaint
processes contact:


Title IX – OIE – Office of Institutional Equity & askanadvocate@ucf.edu


Disability Accommodation – Student Accessibility Services – Student Accessibility
Services & sas@ucf.edu


Diversity and Inclusion Training and Events – Office of the VP for Diversity, Equity
& Inclusion


UCF Compliance and Ethics Office – Compliance, Ethics, and Risk Office &
complianceandethics@ucf.edu


The Ombuds Office is a safe place to discuss concerns.


Deployed Active-Duty Military Students
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Students who are deployed active duty military and/or National Guard personnel and
require accommodation should contact their instructors as soon as possible after the
semester begins and/or after they receive notification of deployment to make related
arrangements.


Campus Safety


Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise during class, everyone needs
to work together. Students should be aware of their surroundings and familiar with some
basic safety and security concepts.


In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance.


Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall
near the door.


Students should make a note of the guide’s physical location and review the online
version at Safety


Students should know the evacuation routes from each of their classrooms and
have a plan for finding safety in case of an emergency.


If there is a medical emergency during class, students may need to access a first-
aid kit or AED (Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those are located,
see AED Locations.


To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF
text alerts by going to RAVE Mobile Safety and logging in. On the “My Account”
tab, fill out the information, including e-mail address and cell phone number.


Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with
their instructors outside of class.


To learn about how to manage an active-shooter situation on campus or elsewhere,
consider viewing this video from the UCF Police Department, You CAN Survive an
Active Shooter.


Campus Safety Statement for Students in Online-Only Courses


Though most emergency situations are primarily relevant to courses that meet in person,
such incidents can also impact online students, either when they are on or near campus
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to participate in other courses or activities or when their course work is affected by off-
campus emergencies. The following policies apply to courses in online modalities.


To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF
text alerts by going to RAVE Mobile Security and logging in. On the “My Account”
tab, fill out the information, including e-mail address and cell phone number.


Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with
their instructor outside of class.


Financial Aid Accountability


All instructors/faculty are required to document students’ academic activity at the
beginning of each course. In order to document that you began this course, please
complete this activity by the end of the first week of classes or as soon as possible after
adding the course. Failure to do so may result in a delay in the disbursement of your
financial aid.


Class Schedule


Week Topic


1 Introduction / Orientation / The US Constitution and its Origins


2 American Federalism / First Exam


3 Civil Liberties and Civil Rights


4
Voting & Elections / Political Parties / Interest Groups / Second
Exam


5 Institutions: The Congress and the Presidency


6 Institutions: The Courts / Final Exam
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POS 2041 - American National
Government
Section: C601


College of Sciences
School of Politics, Security, and Intl Affairs


Course Information


Term: Summer 2024
Class Meeting Days: MW
Class Meeting Time: 11:00 - 12:50
Class Meeting Location:  TA 0203
Modality: P
Credit Hours: 3.000000000000000


Instructor Information


Bruce Farcau
Email: Bruce.Farcau@ucf.edu


TBA
Office Location: TBA
Office Hours:
TBA
Email: TBA


Course Description


POS 2041 COS-POLS 3(3,0) American National Government: In this course, students
will investigate how the national government is structured and how the American
Constitutional Republic operates. It covers the philosophical and historical foundations of







American government, including but not limited to the Declaration of Independence, the
United States Constitution and all its amendments, and the Federalist Papers. The
course examines the branches of government and the government's laws, policies, and
programs. It also examines the ways in which citizens participate in their government and
ways their government responds to citizens.


Student Learning Outcomes


After successful completion of this course, students will learn to:


Students will demonstrate an understanding of the basic principles and practices of
America's constitutional republic.


Students will demonstrate knowledge of the nation's founding documents, including
the Declaration of Independence, the U.S. Constitution and its amendments, and
the Federalist Papers.


Students will demonstrate knowledge of landmark U.S. Supreme Court cases,
landmark legislation and landmark executive actions.


Students will demonstrate knowledge of the history and development of the
American federal government and its impact on law and society.


Students will demonstrate an ability to apply course material to contemporary
political issues and debates.


Students will demonstrate the ability to engage in discussion and civil debate on
American politics that are associated with multiple points of view.


Course Materials and Resources


To be determined


Course Assessment and Grading Procedure


Grading Item Points


Intro and Closing Quizzes 10







Short Assignments (6) 150 (5 x 30, 1 drop)


Midterm 100


Final 140


Total 400


I reserve the right to award students up to 10 bonus points at the end of the semester for
participation during class.


Late short assignments will be deducted 2 points (out of 30) for each day late or portion
thereof. Missing an exam without a valid excuse will incur a penalty of no less than 20
percent of the point value of the exam.


The midterms and final will consist of multiple-choice and short answer questions.


Assignment Schedule


 Due Date  Assignment Name  Assignment Type  Points  


7/17 Term Paper Assignment 100


Grading Scale


The plus/minus system will be used for calculating final grades. Zeros for unsubmitted
assignments may not be entered on Webcourses. The number of points earned, not the
Webcourses "average" determines grade.


Letter Grade Points


A >373


A- >359


B+ >346


B >333


B- >320



https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1454636/assignments/8475983





Letter Grade Points


C+ >306


C >293


C- >279


D >239


F <240


Policies for Course Grade


Incomplete grades, changes in exam dates, and extensions of written assignments will
be approved only by the instructor, and only upon evidence of extenuating
circumstances.


In accordance with state requirement, there will be regular opportunities to engage in
"political discussions and civil debates." I will signal these opportunities during class.


Course Accessibility


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all
persons with disabilities. Students with disabilities who need access to course content
due to course design limitations should contact the professor as soon as possible.
Students should also connect with Student Accessibility Services (SAS) (Ferrell
Commons 185, sas@ucf.edu, phone 407-823-2371). For students connected with SAS,
a Course Accessibility Letter may be created and sent to professors, which informs
faculty of potential course access and accommodations that might be necessary and
reasonable. Determining reasonable access and accommodations requires consideration
of the course design, course learning objectives and the individual academic and course
barriers experienced by the student. Further conversation with SAS, faculty and the
student may be warranted to ensure an accessible course experience.


Academic Integrity


Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of Conduct at Student Conduct
and Integrity Office. According to Section 1, “Academic Misconduct,” students are
prohibited from engaging in:



https://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

mailto:sas@ucf.edu

https://scai.sdes.ucf.edu/student-rules-of-conduct





1. Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials,
information or study aids in any academic exercise unless specifically authorized
by the instructor of record. The unauthorized possession of examination or course-
related material also constitutes cheating.


2. Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral mans: The
presentation of material which has not been studied or learned, but rather obtained
through someone else’s efforts and used as part of an examination, course
assignment, or project.


3. Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to another
person, student, and/or uploading course material to a third-party vendor without
authorization or without the express written permission of the university and the
instructor. Course materials include but are not limited to class notes, Instructor’s
PowerPoints, course syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, instruction sheets, homework,
study guides, handouts, etc.


4. Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work.


5. Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the
source, thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s
own.


6. Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than
once without the express written permission of the instructor.


7. Helping another violate academic behavior standards.


8. Soliciting assistance with academic coursework and/or degree requirements.


Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating


Students should also familiarize themselves with the procedures for academic
misconduct in UCF’s student handbook, The Golden Rule. UCF faculty members have a
responsibility for students’ education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to
prevent unethical behavior and respond to academic misconduct when necessary.
Penalties for violating rules, policies, and instructions within this course can range from a
zero on the exercise to an “F” letter grade in the course. In addition, an Academic
Misconduct report could be filed with the Office of Student Conduct, which could lead to
disciplinary warning, disciplinary probation, or deferred suspension or separation from
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the University through suspension, dismissal, or expulsion with the addition of a “Z”
designation on one’s transcript.


Being found in violation of academic conduct standards could result in a student having
to disclose such behavior on a graduate school application, being removed from a
leadership position within a student organization, the recipient of scholarships,
participation in University activities such as study abroad, internships, etc.


Let’s avoid all of this by demonstrating values of honesty, trust, and integrity. No grade is
worth compromising your integrity and moving your moral compass. Stay true to doing
the right thing: take the zero, not a shortcut.


Title IX


Title IX prohibits sex discrimination, including sexual misconduct, sexual violence, sexual
harassment, and retaliation. If you or someone you know has been harassed or
assaulted, you can find resources available to support the victim, including confidential
resources and information concerning reporting options at Let's Be Clear and UCF
Cares.


For more information on diversity and inclusion, Title IX, accessibility, or UCF’s complaint
processes contact:


Title IX – OIE – Office of Institutional Equity & askanadvocate@ucf.edu


Disability Accommodation – Student Accessibility Services – Student Accessibility
Services & sas@ucf.edu


Diversity and Inclusion Training and Events – Office of the VP for Diversity, Equity
& Inclusion


UCF Compliance and Ethics Office – Compliance, Ethics, and Risk Office &
complianceandethics@ucf.edu


The Ombuds Office is a safe place to discuss concerns.


Deployed Active-Duty Military Students
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Students who are deployed active duty military and/or National Guard personnel and
require accommodation should contact their instructors as soon as possible after the
semester begins and/or after they receive notification of deployment to make related
arrangements.


Campus Safety


Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise during class, everyone needs
to work together. Students should be aware of their surroundings and familiar with some
basic safety and security concepts.


In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance.


Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall
near the door.


Students should make a note of the guide’s physical location and review the online
version at Safety


Students should know the evacuation routes from each of their classrooms and
have a plan for finding safety in case of an emergency.


If there is a medical emergency during class, students may need to access a first-
aid kit or AED (Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those are located,
see AED Locations.


To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF
text alerts by going to RAVE Mobile Safety and logging in. On the “My Account”
tab, fill out the information, including e-mail address and cell phone number.


Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with
their instructors outside of class.


To learn about how to manage an active-shooter situation on campus or elsewhere,
consider viewing this video from the UCF Police Department, You CAN Survive an
Active Shooter.


Campus Safety Statement for Students in Online-Only Courses


Though most emergency situations are primarily relevant to courses that meet in person,
such incidents can also impact online students, either when they are on or near campus
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to participate in other courses or activities or when their course work is affected by off-
campus emergencies. The following policies apply to courses in online modalities.


To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF
text alerts by going to RAVE Mobile Security and logging in. On the “My Account”
tab, fill out the information, including e-mail address and cell phone number.


Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with
their instructor outside of class.


Financial Aid Accountability


All instructors/faculty are required to document students’ academic activity at the
beginning of each course. In order to document that you began this course, please
complete this activity by the end of the first week of classes or as soon as possible after
adding the course. Failure to do so may result in a delay in the disbursement of your
financial aid.


Class Schedule


Week Lecture Topic


1
Introduction


Early America and the Constitution


2 Early America and the Constitution


3 Federalism


4 Congress (Article I)


5
Congress (Article I)


President and "the Presidential Branch" (Article II)


6
President and "the Presidential Branch" (Article II)


Bureaucracy


7 Bureaucracy


8 Judiciary (Article III)


9
Judiciary (Article III)


Public Opinion


10 Public Opinion



http://www.getrave.com/login/ucf%3E





11 Campaigns and Elections


12 Political Parties


13 Interest Groups


14 The Media


15 The Media


16 Review








POS 2041 - American National
Government
Section: C602


College of Sciences
School of Politics, Security, and Intl Affairs


Course Information


Term: Summer 2024
Class Meeting Days: MW
Class Meeting Time: 13:00 - 14:50
Class Meeting Location:  TA 0203
Modality: P
Credit Hours: 3.000000000000000


Instructor Information


Annabelle Conroy
Email: Annabelle.Conroy@ucf.edu


TBA
Office Location: TBA
Office Hours:
TBA
Email: TBA


Course Description


POS 2041 COS-POLS 3(3,0) American National Government: In this course, students
will investigate how the national government is structured and how the American
Constitutional Republic operates. It covers the philosophical and historical foundations of







American government, including but not limited to the Declaration of Independence, the
United States Constitution and all its amendments, and the Federalist Papers. The
course examines the branches of government and the government's laws, policies, and
programs. It also examines the ways in which citizens participate in their government and
ways their government responds to citizens.


Student Learning Outcomes


After successful completion of this course, students will learn to:


Students will demonstrate an understanding of the basic principles and practices of
America's constitutional republic.


Students will demonstrate knowledge of the nation's founding documents, including
the Declaration of Independence, the U.S. Constitution and its amendments, and
the Federalist Papers.


Students will demonstrate knowledge of landmark U.S. Supreme Court cases,
landmark legislation and landmark executive actions.


Students will demonstrate knowledge of the history and development of the
American federal government and its impact on law and society.


Students will demonstrate an ability to apply course material to contemporary
political issues and debates.


Students will demonstrate the ability to engage in discussion and civil debate on
American politics that are associated with multiple points of view.


Course Materials and Resources


To be determined


Course Assessment and Grading Procedure


Grading Item Points


Intro and Closing Quizzes 10







Short Assignments (6) 150 (5 x 30, 1 drop)


Midterm 100


Final 140


Total 400


I reserve the right to award students up to 10 bonus points at the end of the semester for
participation during class.


Late short assignments will be deducted 2 points (out of 30) for each day late or portion
thereof. Missing an exam without a valid excuse will incur a penalty of no less than 20
percent of the point value of the exam.


The midterms and final will consist of multiple-choice and short answer questions.


Grading Scale


The plus/minus system will be used for calculating final grades. Zeros for unsubmitted
assignments may not be entered on Webcourses. The number of points earned, not the
Webcourses "average" determines grade.


Letter Grade Points


A >373


A- >359


B+ >346


B >333


B- >320


C+ >306


C >293


C- >279


D >239


F <240


Policies for Course Grade







Incomplete grades, changes in exam dates, and extensions of written assignments will
be approved only by the instructor, and only upon evidence of extenuating
circumstances.


In accordance with state requirement, there will be regular opportunities to engage in
"political discussions and civil debates." I will signal these opportunities during class.


Course Accessibility


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all
persons with disabilities. Students with disabilities who need access to course content
due to course design limitations should contact the professor as soon as possible.
Students should also connect with Student Accessibility Services (SAS) (Ferrell
Commons 185, sas@ucf.edu, phone 407-823-2371). For students connected with SAS,
a Course Accessibility Letter may be created and sent to professors, which informs
faculty of potential course access and accommodations that might be necessary and
reasonable. Determining reasonable access and accommodations requires consideration
of the course design, course learning objectives and the individual academic and course
barriers experienced by the student. Further conversation with SAS, faculty and the
student may be warranted to ensure an accessible course experience.


Academic Integrity


Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of Conduct at Student Conduct
and Integrity Office. According to Section 1, “Academic Misconduct,” students are
prohibited from engaging in:


1. Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials,
information or study aids in any academic exercise unless specifically authorized
by the instructor of record. The unauthorized possession of examination or course-
related material also constitutes cheating.


2. Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral mans: The
presentation of material which has not been studied or learned, but rather obtained
through someone else’s efforts and used as part of an examination, course
assignment, or project.



https://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/
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3. Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to another
person, student, and/or uploading course material to a third-party vendor without
authorization or without the express written permission of the university and the
instructor. Course materials include but are not limited to class notes, Instructor’s
PowerPoints, course syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, instruction sheets, homework,
study guides, handouts, etc.


4. Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work.


5. Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the
source, thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s
own.


6. Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than
once without the express written permission of the instructor.


7. Helping another violate academic behavior standards.


8. Soliciting assistance with academic coursework and/or degree requirements.


Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating


Students should also familiarize themselves with the procedures for academic
misconduct in UCF’s student handbook, The Golden Rule. UCF faculty members have a
responsibility for students’ education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to
prevent unethical behavior and respond to academic misconduct when necessary.
Penalties for violating rules, policies, and instructions within this course can range from a
zero on the exercise to an “F” letter grade in the course. In addition, an Academic
Misconduct report could be filed with the Office of Student Conduct, which could lead to
disciplinary warning, disciplinary probation, or deferred suspension or separation from
the University through suspension, dismissal, or expulsion with the addition of a “Z”
designation on one’s transcript.


Being found in violation of academic conduct standards could result in a student having
to disclose such behavior on a graduate school application, being removed from a
leadership position within a student organization, the recipient of scholarships,
participation in University activities such as study abroad, internships, etc.


Let’s avoid all of this by demonstrating values of honesty, trust, and integrity. No grade is
worth compromising your integrity and moving your moral compass. Stay true to doing
the right thing: take the zero, not a shortcut.



https://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/





Title IX


Title IX prohibits sex discrimination, including sexual misconduct, sexual violence, sexual
harassment, and retaliation. If you or someone you know has been harassed or
assaulted, you can find resources available to support the victim, including confidential
resources and information concerning reporting options at Let's Be Clear and UCF
Cares.


For more information on diversity and inclusion, Title IX, accessibility, or UCF’s complaint
processes contact:


Title IX – OIE – Office of Institutional Equity & askanadvocate@ucf.edu


Disability Accommodation – Student Accessibility Services – Student Accessibility
Services & sas@ucf.edu


Diversity and Inclusion Training and Events – Office of the VP for Diversity, Equity
& Inclusion


UCF Compliance and Ethics Office – Compliance, Ethics, and Risk Office &
complianceandethics@ucf.edu


The Ombuds Office is a safe place to discuss concerns.


Deployed Active-Duty Military Students


Students who are deployed active duty military and/or National Guard personnel and
require accommodation should contact their instructors as soon as possible after the
semester begins and/or after they receive notification of deployment to make related
arrangements.


Campus Safety


Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise during class, everyone needs
to work together. Students should be aware of their surroundings and familiar with some
basic safety and security concepts.


In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance.
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Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall
near the door.


Students should make a note of the guide’s physical location and review the online
version at Safety


Students should know the evacuation routes from each of their classrooms and
have a plan for finding safety in case of an emergency.


If there is a medical emergency during class, students may need to access a first-
aid kit or AED (Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those are located,
see AED Locations.


To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF
text alerts by going to RAVE Mobile Safety and logging in. On the “My Account”
tab, fill out the information, including e-mail address and cell phone number.


Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with
their instructors outside of class.


To learn about how to manage an active-shooter situation on campus or elsewhere,
consider viewing this video from the UCF Police Department, You CAN Survive an
Active Shooter.


Campus Safety Statement for Students in Online-Only Courses


Though most emergency situations are primarily relevant to courses that meet in person,
such incidents can also impact online students, either when they are on or near campus
to participate in other courses or activities or when their course work is affected by off-
campus emergencies. The following policies apply to courses in online modalities.


To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF
text alerts by going to RAVE Mobile Security and logging in. On the “My Account”
tab, fill out the information, including e-mail address and cell phone number.


Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with
their instructor outside of class.


Financial Aid Accountability
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All instructors/faculty are required to document students’ academic activity at the
beginning of each course. In order to document that you began this course, please
complete this activity by the end of the first week of classes or as soon as possible after
adding the course. Failure to do so may result in a delay in the disbursement of your
financial aid.


Class Schedule


Week Lecture Topic


1
Introduction


Early America and the Constitution


2 Early America and the Constitution


3 Federalism


4 Congress (Article I)


5
Congress (Article I)


President and "the Presidential Branch" (Article II)


6
President and "the Presidential Branch" (Article II)


Bureaucracy


7 Bureaucracy


8 Judiciary (Article III)


9
Judiciary (Article III)


Public Opinion


10 Public Opinion


11 Campaigns and Elections


12 Political Parties


13 Interest Groups


14 The Media


15 The Media


16 Review








POS 4407: The Intelligence Community 


Summer 2024 


 


Instructor: Barry Smith, barry.smith@ucf.edu 


Class Meetings: Online 


Office Hours: by appointment only 


Credit: 3 Hours 


 


Course Description: 
This course will be focused on the different facets of the US Intelligence Community (IC). This 


will include a close examination of the definition of intelligence, the history and development of 


US intelligence, the elements of the intelligence cycle, the members of the US IC, the most 


important intelligence products and different elements of the intelligence agenda.  


 


Required Text 
Jeffrey T Richelson, The US Intelligence Community, 6th ed., Westview Press, 2012. 


Mark M. Lowenthal, Intelligence: From Secrets to Policy, (7th edition or later), CQ Press. 


 


Supplementary (Optional) Texts and Materials: Additional online readings, videos, podcast may 


be provided during the term to support discussion. 


 


The Richelson text is available online for free via the UCF library at https://library.ucf.edu/. 


There are multiple editions to this book, but search for the ISBN: “9780813345116” and the 


sixth edition will appear at the top of the results.  


 


Objectives 
The goal for this semester is to gain a deeper understanding of the US IC, address the nature of 


intelligence and the various elements involved in it, including the intelligence cycle itself, by 


examining the different sources of intelligence and the importance of each.  


• Understand the challenges associated with the definition of intelligence 


• Examine the origins and development of US intelligence 


• Understand the different elements of the intelligence process/cycle 


• Identify the different organizations of the US IC and their role 


• Review the key intelligence products 


• Understand the nation-state and transnational intelligence agenda 


• Review the oversight and accountability considerations associated with US IC 


 


Assignments and Grades 
Grading Scale.  


90-100 = A  


87-89 = B+ 


80-86 = B 


77-79 = C+ 


70-76 = C 


67-69 = D+ 
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60-66 = D 


0-59 = F 


 


Basis for Final Grade 


Graded Discussions   50% (250 points) 


Quiz #1   20% (100 points) 


Quiz #2   20% (100 points) 


Individual Presentations 10% (50 points) 


 


Quiz 1 and 2 will be multiple choice and true/false questions based on the assigned readings, 


videos, and website content. Individual presentations will be a narrated power point presentation 


of a topic chosen by the individual student. Graded materials in this course will be returned 


individually only by request. Grades will be posted in Webcourses.  


 


Late Assignments. There are no make-ups for any graded assessments. The penalty for 


submitting an assignment late is a 10% deduction in grade and accruing an additional 10% every 


day it is late thereafter (90% possible score when late, 80% when 24 hours late, 70% when 48 


hours, etc.). Assignments beyond 48 hours late will not be accepted.  


 


Excused Absence. Students who represent the university in an authorized event or activity (for 


example, student-athletes) and who are unable to meet a course deadline due to a conflict with 


that event must provide the instructor with documentation in advance to arrange a make-up. No 


penalty will be applied.  


 


“Incomplete” Grade. The current university policy concerning incomplete grades will be 


followed in this course. Incomplete grades are given only in situations where unexpected 


emergencies prevent a student from completing the course and the remaining work can be 


completed the next semester. Your instructor is the final authority on whether you qualify for an 


incomplete. Incomplete work must be finished by the end of the subsequent semester or the “I” 


will automatically be recorded as an “F” on your transcript.  


 


Attendance. This is an online course. Participation in graded discussions and completion of 


class assignments are required to pass this course. 


 


Academic Integrity  
Students are expected to familiarize themselves with and follow the University’s Rules of 


Conduct (https://scai.sdes.ucf.edu/). Plagiarism and cheating of any kind on an examination, 


quiz, or assignment will result at least in an "F" for that assignment (and may, depending on the 


severity of the case, lead to an "F" for the entire course) and may be subject to appropriate 


referral to the Office of Student Conduct for further action. Penalties can include a failing grade 


in an assignment or in the course, suspension or expulsion from the university, and/or a Z 


Designation on a student’s official transcript indicating academic dishonesty, where the final 


grade for this course will be preceded by the letter Z.  


 


According to Section 1, "Academic Misconduct," students are prohibited from engaging in: 



https://scai.sdes.ucf.edu/

https://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade/

https://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade/





• Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information 


or study aids in any academic exercise unless specifically authorized by the instructor of 


record. The unauthorized possession of examination or course-related material also 


constitutes cheating. 


• Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral means: The 


presentation of material which has not been studied or learned, but rather was obtained 


through someone else’s efforts and used as part of an examination, course assignment, or 


project. 


• Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to another person, 


student, and/or uploading course material to a third-party vendor without authorization or 


without the express written permission of the university and the instructor. Course 


materials include but are not limited to class notes, Instructor’s PowerPoints, course 


syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, instruction sheets, homework, study guides, handouts, etc. 


• Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work. 


• Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the source, 


thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s own. 


• Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than once 


without the express written permission of the instructor. 


• Helping another violate academic behavior standards. 


 


Artificial Intelligence Supported Submissions. Students are expected to submit their own 


original work. If Webcourses detects AI-generated work in a submitted assignment, the burden of 


proof is on the student to show originality.  


 


Course Accessibility 
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all persons 


with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students with 


disabilities who need specific access in this course, such as accommodations, should contact the 


professor as soon as possible to discuss various access options. Students should also connect 


with Student Accessibility Services (Ferrell Commons, 7F, Room 185, sas@ucf.edu, phone (407) 


823-2371). Through Student Accessibility Services, a Course Accessibility Letter may be created 


and sent to professors, which informs faculty of potential access and accommodations that might 


be reasonable. 


 


Campus Safety 
Emergencies on campus are rare. Still, everyone should be aware of their surroundings and 


familiar with basic safety and security concepts. Students may ensure that they are informed 


about situations on campus by signing up for UCF text alerts via myUCF. The locations of 


campus first aid equipment can be found at http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/workplacesafety.html. UCF’s 


emergency guide is available at http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html. Students who 


feel that they have experienced abuse or harassment may wish to consult 


https://letsbeclear.ucf.edu/ or UCF victim services https://www.ucf.edu/services/s/victim-


services/. Students who feel that they may be in danger should contact UCF Police (Emergencies 


911, Non-Emergencies (407) 823-5555). 


 


Military Obligations  
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Deployed military students who feel they may need a special accommodation due to that unique 


status should contact their instructor to discuss the circumstances. 


 


Copyright 
This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, images, text 


materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use doctrine in order to 


enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, download or distribute these 


items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for this online classroom environment and 


your use only. All copyright materials are credited to the copyright holder. 


 


Third-Party Software and FERPA 
During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or software 


applications sometimes called third-party software such as a blog or wiki. While some of these 


could be required assignments, you need not make any personally identifying information on a 


public site. Do not post or provide any private information about yourself or your classmates. 


Where appropriate you may use a pseudonym or nickname. Some written assignments posted 


publicly may require personal reflection/comments, but the assignments will not require you to 


disclose any personally identity-sensitive information. If you have any concerns about this, 


please contact your instructor. 


 


Changes to the Syllabus 
Should there be any change to this syllabus, students will be notified via Webcourses.  


 


Course Schedule and Deadlines 
 
Jun 24-30:  Defining Intelligence 


Assignment: First Week Activity due 28 June @ noon (30pt) 
Assignment: Discussion 1 due 29 June @ noon (20pts) 


 
Jul 1-7:   Development of U.S. Intelligence & The Intelligence Process  


Assignment: Discussion 2 due 3 July @ noon (40pts) 
 


Jul 8-14:  The U.S. Intelligence Community  
Assignment: Discussion 3 due 10 July @ noon (40pts) 
 


Jul 15-21:  Key Intelligence Products 
Assignment: Discussion 4 due 17 July @ noon (40pts) 
Quiz #1 due 17 July @ midnight (100pts) 


 
Jul 22-28:  Oversight and Accountability  


Assignment: Discussion 5 due 24 July @ noon (40pts) 
 
Jul 29-Aug 4: The Intelligence Agenda: Nation-states and Transnational Issues 


Assignment: Narrated Individual Presentation due 29 July @ midnight (50pts) 
Assignment: Discussion 6 due 31 July @ noon (40pts) 
Quiz #2 due 4 August @ midnight (100pts) 
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COURSE OUTLINE 
POS 3443 - DW60 (61599), Summer 2024 


Political Parties and Processes 
Department of Political Science 


College of Sciences, University of Central Florida 


3 credit hours 


  


 
Instructor: Dr. Daniel Marien, Daniel.Marien@ucf.edu 
Graduate Teaching Assistants: Angelica Yeboah.  Contact via course email. 
 
Zoom Regular Office Hours: 
 
Mondays, 10 am to noon, at https://ucf.zoom.us/j/92869111352 
 
Thursdays, 10 am to noon, at https://ucf.zoom.us/j/93790820616 
 
Or by special appointment scheduled via email for a Zoom meeting.  


The instructor is available any day of the week and would be pleased to talk with you.  


There is no need to cancel work or skip class for us to talk over Zoom. 


 
 
 


 


I. UCF Undergraduate Catalogue Course Description  
 


 
In-depth study of the American political party system in the context of changing 
American politics; topics include development, organization, reforms, legislative and 
executive roles. 


 
 


II. Course Materials: one (free) textbook, one subscription, and access to 
Yellowdig. 


 


 
You will need to have ready access to (but do not need to buy) the following textbook: 
 
John Kenneth White and Matthew R. Kerbel 


American Political Parties: Why They Formed, How they Function and Where They’re 


Headed. 


University Press of Kansas, 2022, ISBN: 9780700633340 
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This book can be accessed in electronic format on the internet for free with this link: 


https://go.openathens.net/redirector/ucf.edu?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmuse.jhu.edu%2Fb


ook%2F101031 


 


IN ADDITION, you will need to subscribe to The New York Times for the duration of the 


Summer A semester (6 weeks). I will assign articles from this media source on issues 


relevant to the courses. You will also be invited to use additional articles from the NYT 


as well as other media sources to discuss course issues with class participants. An 


introductory digital subscription to the NYT can be purchased for $1 a week. Visit 


NYT.com.  


We will also use an electronic platform called Yellowdig to facilitate discussion on issues 


of evaluation among participants (for Part B Tasks). This platform presents advantages 


over Webcourses for that purpose. (We will also use Webcourses for quizzes and Part 


A questions). Access to Yellowdig if free for enrolled students. (UCF pays the license.) 


 


 
III. Basic Course Expectations 
 


Students are expected to: (1) always have a working connection to the internet; (2) to 
promptly procure the textbook and access; (3) to take quizzes and submit Part A and 
Part B answers in due time in normal circumstances; (4) to respect the rules of 
academic honesty, never to present text not their own as their own wording. (5) In most 
cases to paraphrase contents from the textbook rather than use direct quotes. Quotes 
can be used, but sparingly. Quoting is sometimes the most effective thing to do, 
particularly when dealing with concept definitions. But quotes should normally not 
amount to more than 10 to 15% of your text. (6) The use of ChatGPT for the 
composition of your posts is forbidden.  
 


 


IV. Student Learning Outcomes  


 
LO-1: Students will be able to describe with a high degree of accuracy how the election 
of 2020 stands out as a peculiar outlier in American political history. 
 
LO-2: Students will be able to describe with a high degree of accuracy how the 
languages of Hamiltonian nationalism and Jeffersonians localism are employed by both 
major political parties at various times to articulate and support their values, interests, 
and agenda. 
 
LO-3: Students will be able to describe with a high degree of accuracy how the role, 
influence, and structure of political parties varied through time in American history.  



https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgo.openathens.net%2Fredirector%2Fucf.edu%3Furl%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fmuse.jhu.edu%252Fbook%252F101031&data=05%7C02%7CDaniel.Marien%40ucf.edu%7C4cec514d0e374af2523d08dc6391052c%7Cbb932f15ef3842ba91fcf3c59d5dd1f1%7C0%7C0%7C638494721738702280%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=QWpopMdQzUDqVAl3KC%2BvfO00%2BISnfXNBNHBJiXG9p6o%3D&reserved=0

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgo.openathens.net%2Fredirector%2Fucf.edu%3Furl%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fmuse.jhu.edu%252Fbook%252F101031&data=05%7C02%7CDaniel.Marien%40ucf.edu%7C4cec514d0e374af2523d08dc6391052c%7Cbb932f15ef3842ba91fcf3c59d5dd1f1%7C0%7C0%7C638494721738702280%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=QWpopMdQzUDqVAl3KC%2BvfO00%2BISnfXNBNHBJiXG9p6o%3D&reserved=0





3 


 


 
 
LO-4: Students will be able to describe with a high degree of accuracy how parties 
today select their candidate for the presidency. 
 
LO-5: Students will be able to describe with a high degree of accuracy how parties 
today court and mobilize their voters through traditional and social media.  
 
LO-6: Students will be able to describe with a high degree of accuracy how campaign 
financing interacts with political parties to influence policy and party rhetoric.  
 
LO-7: Students will be able to describe with a high degree of accuracy how hyper-
partisanship shape the behavior of elected officials.  
 
LO-9: Students will be able to demonstrate sophisticated critical thinking on course 
themes through Part B posts in Yellowdig.  
 
 
 
V. Assessment Overview 
 


NOTE ON THE SCHEDULE AND DUE DATES 
 
Summer semester A unfolds in 6 weeks.  
Week 1 starts on Monday 5/13 and ends on Monday 5/20.  
Week 2 starts on Monday 5/20 and ends on Monday 5/27 and so on until Week 8, 
ending on Monday June 24 (with Part B due on Thursday June 27).  
 
Quiz and Part A answers in Webcourses are always due on Mondays. 
 
Part B Tasks are always due on Thursdays. The delay over Monday is meant to give 
time for reflection and thinking issues through.  
Note that the Thursday Part B deadline is not flexible. See Policy Statements on Make-
up Exams and Assignments. 
 
Before Course Perception of Ideologies is due on Friday 5/17 (this frees financial aid). 
 
After Course Perception of Ideologies is due on Friday 7/19. This is the last 
assignment in this course.  
 
 
 


Two electronic platforms: 
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Webcourses for the weekly quiz and for answering Part A reading comprehension 
questions. Webcourse is basically where you demonstrate you understood the week’s 
readings. 
 
Yellowdig for Part B is where you evaluate the readings and make sense of it in 
conversation with other class participants.  
 


(1) formulating your own original critical thinking question concerning the week’s 
readings. It is recommended that you do this before the last minute. This 
maximizes your chance of receiving answers and comments from your 
classmates. You receive points for attracting comments from other class 
participants.  
 


(2) answering the instructor’s evaluation question for that module (when applicable; 
this will vary by module). 


 
Yellowdig is basically where you reflect on the reading’s meaning in dialogue with class 
participants after you have demonstrated understanding of the material in the preceding 
quiz and Part A.  More detail about how to post and earn points n Yellowdig is available 
in Files under Part B Yellowdig.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        CONTINUED… 
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Assessment Overview 
 


WHAT? 
Description 


WHEN? 
Deadlines 


WORTH 
Course 
Points 


WHY? 
Purpose 


 
 
 


Before Course  
Perception of 


Political Parties 
 
 


 
 
 


Friday 5/17, 11:59pm 
Attach file labeled: 


LASTNAME_Before 
 
 
 


 
 
 


1 
 


 
 
 


 


 
 
 


Free up your 
financial aid and 


prepare your After-
Course Statement.  


 


 
 


Weekly Quiz 
Average 


Each quiz is over 58 
points. An average is 
used to compute the 
final course grade.  


 


 
 


Weeks 1-6  
by Monday Evenings 


11:59 P.M.  
 
 


 
 
 


58 


 
 


Verify mastery of 
subject matter with 


multiple choice 
questions. 


 


 
Weekly Discussion 


Post Average  
Part A 


Reading 
Comprehension 
In Webcourses 


Each weekly post is 
over 20 points. 


 


 
 
 


Weeks 1-6  
by Monday Evenings 


11:59 P.M.  
 


 
 
 
 


20 


 
 
 


Articulate and 
summarize in your 
own words a key 


concept selected by 
the instructor. 


 
 


Weekly Discussion 
Post Average  


Part B 
Evaluation 


In Yellowdig 
Each set of weekly 


posts is over 20 
points.  


 


 
 


Weeks 1-6 
 


By Thursday Evenings. 
This deadline is not 


flexible.  
 


 
 
 
 


20 


 
 


Develop evaluation 
of assigned material 
through interaction 


with other class 
participants. 


 
  


 
 


After Course 


 
 


Friday 6/28,  
11:59 PM 


 
 


1 
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Perception of 
Political Parties 


 
 


Upload file labelled: 
LASTNAME_After 


 


Students reflect on, 
and evaluate, their 


learning.  


 
TOTAL 


 


  
100 


 


 


 


 


Grading Scale (%) 


94-100  A 


90-93   A- 


87-89       B+ 


84-86  B 


80-83   B- 


77-79   C+ 


70-76  C 


60-69    D 


0 - 59  F 


 


 


 
VI. Course Prerequisites 


 


Course prerequisites include an open mind and a readiness to reflect on the 


subject matter.  There are no prerequisites in the sense of having completed 


specific previous courses beyond English Composition.  


 


VII.  Course Credits 


         3 credits 
 


 


VIII.  Course Schedule 
 
The Weekly Discussion Board (labelled “Part A Questions” in Webcourses) 
updates the Course Outline: in case of a discrepancy between the Course 
Outline and the Webcourses Weekly Discussion Board of the week, the 
Weekly Discussion Board is correct.  


 


 
  


Week 1, The 2020 Election 
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Instructor’s Remarks and or video documents will occasionally be assigned on any 
given week. Follow the instructions given in the Weekly Discussion Board.  
 
DEADLINES: 
 
Turn in your BEFORE COURSE submission before Friday 5/17 at 11:58 PM, upload 
a Word or pdf file. 
 
Quiz and Part A:  Monday, 5/20 at 11:58 pm.  


Consult the Guide to Part A questions in Files. 
Part B:  Thursday, 5/23 at 11:58pm.  


Consult the Guide to post in Yellowdig in Files.  
 
Read: 
Course Outline. 
Sen Danforth, Lost , Not Stolen, pp. 1-7; 12; 27-33. In Files. 
Wikipedia, Dominion Voting Settlement. In Files. 
White and Kerbel, American Political Parties, Preface, and Introduction. 
 
 


Week 2, Hamilton, Jefferson and the Rise of Parties in the 
Young Republic 
 
DEADLINES: 
Quiz and Part A:  Monday, 5/27 at 11:58 pm.  
Part B:  Thursday, 5/30 at 11:58pm.  
 
Read: 
White and Kerbel, American Political Parties, chapters 1-2.  
Instructor’s selected media articles TBA.  
 


 


Week 3, Party Organization Today and Presidential 
Nominations 
DEADLINES: 
Quiz and Part A:  Monday, 6/3 at 11:58 pm.  
Part B:  Thursday, 6/6 at 11:58pm.  
 
Read: 
White and Kerbel, chapters 3-4.  
Instructor’s selected media articles TBA.  
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Week 4, Parties, Media and Voters 
DEADLINES: 
Quiz and Part A:  Monday, 6/10 at 11:58 pm.  
Part B:  Thursday, 6/13 at 11:58pm.  
 
Read: 
White and Kerbel, chapters 5-6.  
Instructor’s selected media articles TBA.  
 
 
 


Week 5, Campaign Financing and Partisanship 
DEADLINES: 
Quiz and Part A:  Monday, 6/17 at 11:58 pm.  
Part B:  Thursday, 6/20 at 11:58pm.  
 
Read: 
White and Kerbel, chapters 7-8.  
Instructor’s selected media articles TBA.  
 
 


 


Week 6, Where Is Party Politics Headed? 
DEADLINES: 
Quiz and Part A:  Monday, 6/24 at 11:58 pm.  
Part B:  Thursday, 6/27 at 11:58pm.  
 
Read: 
White and Kerbel, chapters 9 and Conclusion.  
Instructor’s selected media articles TBA.  
 
 
 
 
 
IX. Policy Statements 
 
 
COVID-19 and Illness Notification 
Students who believe they may have a COVID-19 diagnosis should contact UCF 
Student Health Services (407-823-2509) so proper contact tracing procedures can take 
place. 
 
Students should not come to campus if they are ill, are experiencing any symptoms of 
COVID-19, have tested positive for COVID, or if anyone living in their residence has 
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tested positive or is sick with COVID-19 symptoms. CDC guidance for COVID-19 
symptoms is located here: (https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-
testing/symptoms.html) 
 
Students should contact their instructor(s) as soon as possible if they miss class for any 
illness reason to discuss reasonable adjustments that might need to be made. When 
possible, students should contact their instructor(s) before missing class. 
 
In Case of Faculty Illness 
If the instructor falls ill during the semester, there may be changes to this course, 
including having a backup instructor take over the course. Please look for 
announcements or mail in Webcourses@UCF or Knights email for any alterations to this 
course. 
 
Course Accessibility and Disability COVID-19 Supplemental Statement 
Accommodations may need to be added or adjusted should this course shift from an on-
campus to a remote format. Students with disabilities should speak with their instructor 
and should contact sas@ucf.edu to discuss specific accommodations for this or other 
courses. 
 
 
Make-up Exams and Assignments 
Per university policy, you are allowed to submit make-up work (or an equivalent, 
alternate assignment) for university-sponsored events, religious observances, or legal 
obligations (such as jury duty). If this participation conflicts with your course 
assignments, I will offer a reasonable opportunity for you to complete missed 
assignments and/or exams. The make-up assignment and grading scale will be 
equivalent to the missed assignment and its grading scale. Please contact me ahead of 
time to notify me of upcoming needs. 
 
Can’t make the deadline for other reasons than those listed above? Contact the 
instructor with an explanation, a supporting document, and a request for an extension 
with a specific deadline for submission. You may receive an extension. Note that my 
flexibility on deadlines vanishes towards the end of the semester.  
 
 
Academic Integrity 
Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of Conduct. According to 
Section 1, "Academic Misconduct," students are prohibited from engaging in: 


• Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, 
information or study aids in any academic exercise unless specifically authorized 
by the instructor of record. The unauthorized possession of examination or 
course-related material also constitutes cheating. 


• Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral means: The 
presentation of material which has not been studied or learned, but rather was 



https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html

http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/process/roc





10 


 


obtained through someone else’s efforts and used as part of an examination, 
course assignment, or project. 


• Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to another 
person, student, and/or uploading course material to a third-party vendor without 
authorization or without the express written permission of the university and the 
instructor. Course materials include but are not limited to class notes, Instructor’s 
PowerPoints, course syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, instruction sheets, homework, 
study guides, handouts, etc. 


• Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work. 
• Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the 


source, thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the 
student’s own. 


• Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than 
once without the express written permission of the instructor. 


• Helping another violate academic behavior standards. 
• Marien’s addition to UCF policy: the listing of works cited but not materially 


used in a post or essay also constitutes a breach of academic honesty. It 
misrepresents the depth of research done.  


 
For more information about Academic Integrity, students may consult The Center for 
Academic Integrity. 
For more information about plagiarism and misuse of sources, see “Defining and 
Avoiding Plagiarism: The WPA Statement on Best Practices”. 
Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating 
Students should also familiarize themselves with the procedures for academic 
misconduct in UCF’s student handbook, The Golden Rule. UCF faculty members have 
a responsibility for students’ education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to 
prevent unethical behavior and when necessary, respond to academic misconduct. 
Penalties can include a failing grade in an assignment or in the course, suspension or 
expulsion from the university, and/or a "Z Designation" on a student’s official transcript 
indicating academic dishonesty, where the final grade for this course will be preceded 
by the letter Z. For more information about the Z Designation, see 
http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade. 
 
Turinitin.com:  
In this course the instructor may utilize turnitin.com, an automated system which 
instructors can use to quickly and easily compare each student's assignment with 
billions of web sites, as well as an enormous database of student papers that grows 
with each submission. The instructor submits your texts to Turnitin at his discretion. 
Students found guilty of plagiarism will receive a failing grade for the entire course and 
may incur additional penalties.  
 
Course Accessibility Statement 
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all 
persons with disabilities. Students with disabilities who need disability-related access in 
this course should contact the professor as soon as possible. Students should also 



http://www.academicintegrity.org/icai/assets/FVProject.pdf

http://www.academicintegrity.org/icai/assets/FVProject.pdf

http://wpacouncil.org/node/9

http://wpacouncil.org/node/9

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/docs/goldenrule.pdf

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade
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connect with Student Accessibility Services (Ferrell Commons 185, sas@ucf.edu, 
phone (407) 823-2371). Through Student Accessibility Services, a Course Accessibility 
Letter may be created and sent to professors, which informs faculty of potential access 
and accommodations that might be reasonable. Determining reasonable access and 
accommodations requires consideration of the course design, course learning 
objectives and the individual academic and course barriers experienced by the student. 
 
Campus Safety Statement 
Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise in our class, everyone needs 
to work together. Students should be aware of the surroundings and familiar with some 
basic safety and security concepts. 


• In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance. 
• Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall 


near the door. Please make a note of the guide’s physical location and consider 
reviewing the online version at http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html.  


• Students should know the evacuation routes from each of their classrooms and 
have a plan for finding safety in case of an emergency. 


• If there is a medical emergency during class, we may need to access a first aid 
kit or AED (Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those items are 
located in this building, see http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/workplacesafety.html (click on 
link from menu on left).  


• To stay informed about emergency situations, sign up to receive UCF text alerts 
by going to my.ucf.edu and logging in. Click on "Student Self Service" located on 
the left side of the screen in the tool bar, scroll down to the blue "Personal 
Information" heading on your Student Center screen, click on "UCF Alert," fill out 
the information, including your e-mail address, cell phone number, and cell 
phone provider, click "Apply" to save the changes, and then click "OK." 


• Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with 
their instructors outside of class. 


• To learn about how to manage an active-shooter situation on campus or 
elsewhere, consider viewing this video. You CAN Survive an Active Shooter 
 


Deployed Active-Duty Military Students 
If you are a deployed active-duty military student and feel that you may need a special 
accommodation due to that unique status, please contact your instructor to discuss your 
circumstances. 
 
Copyright 
This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, 
images, text materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use 
doctrine in order to enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, 
download or distribute these items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for 
this online classroom environment and your use only. All copyright materials are 
credited to the copyright holder. 
 
Third-Party Software and FERPA 



http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

mailto:sas@ucf.edu

http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html

http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/workplacesafety.html

http://my.ucf.edu/

https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk
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During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or 
software applications sometimes called third-party software such as a blog or wiki. 
While some of these could be required assignments, you need not make any personally 
identifying information on a public site. Do not post or provide any private information 
about yourself or your classmates. Where appropriate you may use a pseudonym or 
nickname. Some written assignments posted publicly may require personal 
reflection/comments, but the assignments will not require you to disclose any personally 
identity-sensitive information. If you have any concerns about this, please contact your 
instructor.   
 
 
 


Title IX 
 
Title IX prohibits sex discrimination, including sexual misconduct, sexual violence, 
sexual harassment, and retaliation. If you or someone you know has been harassed or 
assaulted, you can find resources available to support the victim, including confidential 
resources and information concerning reporting options at https://letsbeclear.ucf.edu 
and http://cares.sdes.ucf.edu/. 
 
For more information on diversity and inclusion, Title IX, accessibility, or UCF’s 
complaint processes contact: 


• Title IX – OIE – http://oie.ucf.edu/ & askanadvocate@ucf.edu 
• Disability Accommodation – Student Accessibility Services 
• Diversity and Inclusion Training and Events 
• UCF Compliance and Ethics Office & complianceandethics@ucf.edu 
• Ombuds Office  


 



http://cares.sdes.ucf.edu/
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COURSE OUTLINE 
POT 3302 - DW60 (58628), Summer 2024 


Modern Political Ideologies 
Department of Political Science 


College of Sciences, University of Central Florida 


3 credit hours 


  


 
Instructor: Dr. Daniel Marien, Daniel.Marien@ucf.edu 
Graduate Teaching Assistants: Wael Benali and Uchenna Okwara.  


            Contact via course email. 
 
Zoom Regular Office Hours: 
 
Mondays, 10 am to noon, at https://ucf.zoom.us/j/92869111352 
 
Thursdays, 10 am to noon, at https://ucf.zoom.us/j/93790820616 
 
Or by special appointment scheduled via email for a Zoom meeting.  


The instructor is available any day of the week and would be pleased to talk with you.  


There is no need to cancel work or skip class for us to talk over Zoom. 


 
 
 


The truth is rarely pure and never simple. 


Oscar Wilde 


 


I. Course Description  
 


 
Ideologies are sets of ideas inspiring, guiding, and justifying political behavior, 
social institutions, and government policy. They help make sense of the world 
around us. They guide political action. They structure political identity for some 
people and some organizations. As such, they are important and inescapable 
features of modern politics. 
 
Some ideologies have led to great achievements. Think of the emergence of 
representative governments elected by all citizens -- the result of liberal, socialist, 
and feminist pressures. Or again, think of the equalization of gender statuses in 
both law and social practices in response to feminism.  
 



mailto:Daniel.Marien@ucf.edu

https://ucf.zoom.us/j/92869111352

https://ucf.zoom.us/j/93790820616
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However, ideologies have also moved people to commit terrible deeds in the name 
of dubious abstractions. Think of the systematic killing of European Jews by 
Nazism in the name of racial purity. Think of the cruel internment of millions of so-
called “dissidents” in Soviet labor camps in the name of building a workers’ 
paradise. 
 
In brief, this course examines the ideas articulated by the ideologies that shaped 
and are shaping global politics in the 20th and 21st century.  
 


 


II. Course Materials: one textbook and access to Yellowdig. 
 


 
You will need to have ready access to the following textbook: 
 
Terrence Ball, Richard Dagger, and Daniel O’Neill 


Political Ideologies and the Democratic Ideal. 


Routledge, 11th edition, ISBN: 9780367235116.   


AVOID EARLIER EDITIONS 


(The 11th edition contains updated information on which you will be queried.) 


 


ALSO avoid a different book by the same authors with a somewhat similar title, 


namely: “Ideals and Ideologies: A Reader.” 


 


IN ADDITION TO THE TEXTBOOK, we will also use an electronic platform called 


Yellowdig to facilitate discussion on issues of evaluation among participants (for Part B 


Tasks). This platform presents advantages over Webcourses for that purpose. (We will 


also use Webcourses for quizzes and Part A questions).  


 


 
III. Basic Course Expectations 
 


Students are expected to: (1) always have a working connection to the internet; (2) to 
promptly procure the textbook and access; (3) to take quizzes and submit Part A and 
Part B answers in due time in normal circumstances; (4) to respect the rules of 
academic honesty, never to present text not their own as their own wording. (5) In most 
cases to paraphrase contents from the textbook rather than use direct quotes. Quotes 
can be used, but sparingly. Quoting is sometimes the most effective thing to do, 
particularly when dealing with concept definitions. But quotes should normally not 
amount to more than 10 to 15% of your text. (6) The use of ChatGPT for the 
composition of your posts is forbidden.  
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IV. Student Learning Outcomes  


 
LO-1: Students will be able to describe with a high degree of accuracy the central 
values, main ideas, and assumptions of the major political ideologies influencing the 
modern political world, namely: liberalism, libertarianism, conservatism, 
Nazism/fascism, communism, social-democracy, green politics, feminism, identity 
politics, and radical Islamic fundamentalism.   
 
LO-2: Students will be able to describe with a high degree of accuracy how the triadic 
model of freedom (agent, obstacle, goal) structures all ideologies despite their 
differences in contents.  
 
LO-3: Students will be able to describe with a high degree of accuracy how ideologies 
arbitrarily and uncritically fix and reduce what are multidimensional, equivocal, and 
essentially contested concepts such as democracy, liberty, equality, and human nature.  
 
LO-4: Students will be able to demonstrate sophisticated critical thinking in answers to 
Part B posts in Yellowdig.  
 
 
 
V. Assessment Overview 
 


NOTE ON THE SCHEDULE AND DUE DATES 
 
The semester unfolds in 8 weeks.  
Week 1 starts on Monday 5/13 and ends on Monday 5/20.  
Week 2 starts on Monday 5/20 and ends on Monday 5/27 and so on until Week 8, 
ending on Monday July 8 (with Part B due on Thursday July 11).  
 
Quiz and Part A answers in Webcourses are always due on Mondays. 
 
Part B Tasks are always due on Thursdays. The delay over Monday is meant to give 
time for reflection and thinking issues through.  
Note that the Thursday Part B deadline is not flexible. See Policy Statements on Make-
up Exams and Assignments. 
 
Before Course Perception of Ideologies is due on Friday 5/17 (this frees financial aid). 
 
After Course Perception of Ideologies is due on Friday 7/19. This is the last 
assignment in this course.  
 
 
 


Two electronic platforms: 
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Webcourses for the weekly quiz and for answering Part A reading comprehension 
questions. Webcourse is basically where you demonstrate you understood the week’s 
readings. 
 
Yellowdig for Part B is where you evaluate the readings and make sense of it in 
conversation with other class participants.  
 


(1) formulating your own original critical thinking question concerning the week’s 
readings. It is recommended that you do this before the last minute. This 
maximizes your chance of receiving answers and comments from your 
classmates. You receive points for attracting comments from other class 
participants.  
 


(2) answering the instructor’s evaluation question for that module (when applicable; 
this will vary by module). 


 
Yellowdig is basically where you reflect on the reading’s meaning in dialogue with class 
participants after you have demonstrated understanding of the material in the preceding 
quiz and Part A.  More detail about how to post and earn points n Yellowdig is available 
in Files under Part B Yellowdig.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        CONTINUED… 
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Assessment Overview 
 


WHAT? 
Description 


WHEN? 
Deadlines 


WORTH 
Course 
Points 


WHY? 
Purpose 


 
 
 


Before Course  
Perception of 


Ideologies 
 
 


 
 
 


Friday 5/17, 11:59pm 
Attach file labeled: 


LASTNAME_Before 
 
 
 


 
 
 


1 
 


 
 
 


 


 
 
 


Free up your 
financial aid and 


prepare your After-
Course Statement.  


 


 
 


Weekly Quiz 
Average 


Each quiz is over 58 
points. An average is 
used to compute the 
final course grade.  


 


 
 


Weeks 1-8  
by Monday Evenings 


11:59 P.M.  
 
 


 
 
 


58 


 
 


Verify mastery of 
subject matter with 


multiple choice 
questions. 


 


 
Weekly Discussion 


Post Average  
Part A 


Reading 
Comprehension 
In Webcourses 


Each weekly post is 
over 10 points. An 
average is used to 
compute the final 


course grade. 
 


 
 
 


Weeks 1-8  
by Monday Evenings 


11:59 P.M.  
 


 
 
 
 


20 


 
 
 


Articulate and 
summarize in your 
own words a key 


concept selected by 
the instructor. 


 
 


Weekly Discussion 
Post Average  


Part B 
Evaluation 


In Yellowdig 
Each set of weekly 


posts is over 20 
points. An average is 
used to compute the 
final course grade. 


 
 


Weeks 1-8  
 


By Thursday Evenings. 
This deadline is not 


flexible.  
 


 
 
 
 


20 


 
 


Develop evaluation 
of assigned material 
through interaction 


with other class 
participants. 
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After Course 
Perception of 


Ideologies 
 
 


 
 


Friday 7/12,  
11:59 PM 


Upload file labelled: 
LASTNAME_After 


 


 
 


1 


 
 


Students reflect on, 
and evaluate, their 


learning.  


 
TOTAL 


 


  
100 


 


 


 


 


Grading Scale (%) 


94-100  A 


90-93   A- 


87-89       B+ 


84-86  B 


80-83   B- 


77-79   C+ 


70-76  C 


60-69    D 


0 - 59  F 


 


 


 
VI. Course Prerequisites 


 


Course prerequisites include an open mind and a readiness to reflect on the 


subject matter.  There are no prerequisites in the sense of having completed 


specific previous courses beyond English Composition.  


 


VII.  Course Credits 


         3 credits 
 


 


VIII.  Course Schedule 
 
The Weekly Discussion Board (labelled “Part A Questions” in Webcourses) 
updates the Course Outline: in case of a discrepancy between the Course 
Outline and the Webcourses Weekly Discussion Board of the week, the 
Weekly Discussion Board is correct.  
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Week 1, What is Ideology? What is Democracy? 
 


Instructor’s Remarks and or video documents will occasionally be assigned on any 
given week. Follow the instructions given in the Weekly Discussion Board.  
 
DEADLINES: 
 
Turn in your BEFORE COURSE submission before Friday 5/17 at 11:58 PM, upload 
a Word or pdf file. 
 
Quiz and Part A:  Monday, 5/20 at 11:58 pm.  


Consult the Guide to Part A questions in Files. 
Part B:  Thursday, 5/23 at 11:58pm.  


Consult the Guide to post in Yellowdig in Files.  
 
Read the Course Outline. 
Read Ball et al., chapters 1 and 2. 
 
 


Week 2, Liberalism 
 
DEADLINES: 
Quiz and Part A:  Monday, 5/27 at 11:58 pm.  
Part B:  Thursday, 5/30 at 11:58pm.  
 
Read Ball et al., chapter 3 Liberalism. 
 


 


Week 3, Conservatism 
DEADLINES: 
Quiz and Part A:  Monday, 6/3 at 11:58 pm.  
Part B:  Thursday, 6/6 at 11:58pm.  
 
Read Ball et al., chapter 4 Conservatism. 


 


Week 4, Socialism I 
DEADLINES: 
Quiz and Part A:  Monday, 6/10 at 11:58 pm.  
Part B:  Thursday, 6/13 at 11:58pm.  
 
Read Ball and Dagger, chapter 5. 
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Week 5, Socialism II 
DEADLINES: 
Quiz and Part A:  Monday, 6/17 at 11:58 pm.  
Part B:  Thursday, 6/20 at 11:58pm.  
 
Read Ball and Dagger, chapter 6. 
 


 


Week 6, Fascism 
DEADLINES: 
Quiz and Part A:  Monday, 6/24 at 11:58 pm.  
Part B:  Thursday, 6/27 at 11:58pm.  
 
Read Ball et al. chapter 7.  
 
 


Week 7, Identity Politics  
DEADLINES: 
Quiz and Part A:  Monday, 7/1 at 11:58 pm.  
Part B:  Thursday, 7/4 at 11:58pm.  
 
Read Ball et al. chapter 8.  
 
 


Weeks 8, Green Politics + Radical Islam 


DEADLINES: 
Quiz and Part A:  Monday, 7/8 at 11:58 pm.  
Part B:  Thursday, 7/11 at 11:58pm.  
 
Read Ball et al. chapters 9 and10.  
 
 
 
 
IX. Policy Statements 
 
 
COVID-19 and Illness Notification 
Students who believe they may have a COVID-19 diagnosis should contact UCF 
Student Health Services (407-823-2509) so proper contact tracing procedures can take 
place. 
 
Students should not come to campus if they are ill, are experiencing any symptoms of 
COVID-19, have tested positive for COVID, or if anyone living in their residence has 
tested positive or is sick with COVID-19 symptoms. CDC guidance for COVID-19 
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symptoms is located here: (https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-
testing/symptoms.html) 
 
Students should contact their instructor(s) as soon as possible if they miss class for any 
illness reason to discuss reasonable adjustments that might need to be made. When 
possible, students should contact their instructor(s) before missing class. 
 
In Case of Faculty Illness 
If the instructor falls ill during the semester, there may be changes to this course, 
including having a backup instructor take over the course. Please look for 
announcements or mail in Webcourses@UCF or Knights email for any alterations to this 
course. 
 
Course Accessibility and Disability COVID-19 Supplemental Statement 
Accommodations may need to be added or adjusted should this course shift from an on-
campus to a remote format. Students with disabilities should speak with their instructor 
and should contact sas@ucf.edu to discuss specific accommodations for this or other 
courses. 
 
 
Make-up Exams and Assignments 
Per university policy, you are allowed to submit make-up work (or an equivalent, 
alternate assignment) for university-sponsored events, religious observances, or legal 
obligations (such as jury duty). If this participation conflicts with your course 
assignments, I will offer a reasonable opportunity for you to complete missed 
assignments and/or exams. The make-up assignment and grading scale will be 
equivalent to the missed assignment and its grading scale. Please contact me ahead of 
time to notify me of upcoming needs. 
 
Can’t make the deadline for other reasons than those listed above? Contact the 
instructor with an explanation, a supporting document, and a request for an extension 
with a specific deadline for submission. You may receive an extension. Note that my 
flexibility on deadlines vanishes towards the end of the semester.  
 
 
Academic Integrity 
Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of Conduct. According to 
Section 1, "Academic Misconduct," students are prohibited from engaging in: 


• Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, 
information or study aids in any academic exercise unless specifically authorized 
by the instructor of record. The unauthorized possession of examination or 
course-related material also constitutes cheating. 


• Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral means: The 
presentation of material which has not been studied or learned, but rather was 
obtained through someone else’s efforts and used as part of an examination, 
course assignment, or project. 



https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html

http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/process/roc
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• Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to another 
person, student, and/or uploading course material to a third-party vendor without 
authorization or without the express written permission of the university and the 
instructor. Course materials include but are not limited to class notes, Instructor’s 
PowerPoints, course syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, instruction sheets, homework, 
study guides, handouts, etc. 


• Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work. 
• Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the 


source, thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the 
student’s own. 


• Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than 
once without the express written permission of the instructor. 


• Helping another violate academic behavior standards. 
• Marien’s addition to UCF policy: the listing of works cited but not materially 


used in a post or essay also constitutes a breach of academic honesty. It 
misrepresents the depth of research done.  


 
For more information about Academic Integrity, students may consult The Center for 
Academic Integrity. 
For more information about plagiarism and misuse of sources, see “Defining and 
Avoiding Plagiarism: The WPA Statement on Best Practices”. 
Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating 
Students should also familiarize themselves with the procedures for academic 
misconduct in UCF’s student handbook, The Golden Rule. UCF faculty members have 
a responsibility for students’ education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to 
prevent unethical behavior and when necessary, respond to academic misconduct. 
Penalties can include a failing grade in an assignment or in the course, suspension or 
expulsion from the university, and/or a "Z Designation" on a student’s official transcript 
indicating academic dishonesty, where the final grade for this course will be preceded 
by the letter Z. For more information about the Z Designation, see 
http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade. 
 
Turinitin.com:  
In this course the instructor may utilize turnitin.com, an automated system which 
instructors can use to quickly and easily compare each student's assignment with 
billions of web sites, as well as an enormous database of student papers that grows 
with each submission. The instructor submits your texts to Turnitin at his discretion. 
Students found guilty of plagiarism will receive a failing grade for the entire course and 
may incur additional penalties.  
 
Course Accessibility Statement 
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all 
persons with disabilities. Students with disabilities who need disability-related access in 
this course should contact the professor as soon as possible. Students should also 
connect with Student Accessibility Services (Ferrell Commons 185, sas@ucf.edu, 
phone (407) 823-2371). Through Student Accessibility Services, a Course Accessibility 



http://www.academicintegrity.org/icai/assets/FVProject.pdf

http://www.academicintegrity.org/icai/assets/FVProject.pdf

http://wpacouncil.org/node/9

http://wpacouncil.org/node/9

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/docs/goldenrule.pdf

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade

http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

mailto:sas@ucf.edu
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Letter may be created and sent to professors, which informs faculty of potential access 
and accommodations that might be reasonable. Determining reasonable access and 
accommodations requires consideration of the course design, course learning 
objectives and the individual academic and course barriers experienced by the student. 
 
Campus Safety Statement 
Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise in our class, everyone needs 
to work together. Students should be aware of the surroundings and familiar with some 
basic safety and security concepts. 


• In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance. 
• Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall 


near the door. Please make a note of the guide’s physical location and consider 
reviewing the online version at http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html.  


• Students should know the evacuation routes from each of their classrooms and 
have a plan for finding safety in case of an emergency. 


• If there is a medical emergency during class, we may need to access a first aid 
kit or AED (Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those items are 
located in this building, see http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/workplacesafety.html (click on 
link from menu on left).  


• To stay informed about emergency situations, sign up to receive UCF text alerts 
by going to my.ucf.edu and logging in. Click on "Student Self Service" located on 
the left side of the screen in the tool bar, scroll down to the blue "Personal 
Information" heading on your Student Center screen, click on "UCF Alert," fill out 
the information, including your e-mail address, cell phone number, and cell 
phone provider, click "Apply" to save the changes, and then click "OK." 


• Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with 
their instructors outside of class. 


• To learn about how to manage an active-shooter situation on campus or 
elsewhere, consider viewing this video. You CAN Survive an Active Shooter 
 


Deployed Active-Duty Military Students 
If you are a deployed active-duty military student and feel that you may need a special 
accommodation due to that unique status, please contact your instructor to discuss your 
circumstances. 
 
Copyright 
This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, 
images, text materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use 
doctrine in order to enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, 
download or distribute these items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for 
this online classroom environment and your use only. All copyright materials are 
credited to the copyright holder. 
 
Third-Party Software and FERPA 
During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or 
software applications sometimes called third-party software such as a blog or wiki. 



http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html

http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/workplacesafety.html

http://my.ucf.edu/

https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk





12 


 


While some of these could be required assignments, you need not make any personally 
identifying information on a public site. Do not post or provide any private information 
about yourself or your classmates. Where appropriate you may use a pseudonym or 
nickname. Some written assignments posted publicly may require personal 
reflection/comments, but the assignments will not require you to disclose any personally 
identity-sensitive information. If you have any concerns about this, please contact your 
instructor.   
 
 
 


Title IX 
 
Title IX prohibits sex discrimination, including sexual misconduct, sexual violence, 
sexual harassment, and retaliation. If you or someone you know has been harassed or 
assaulted, you can find resources available to support the victim, including confidential 
resources and information concerning reporting options at https://letsbeclear.ucf.edu 
and http://cares.sdes.ucf.edu/. 
 
For more information on diversity and inclusion, Title IX, accessibility, or UCF’s 
complaint processes contact: 


• Title IX – OIE – http://oie.ucf.edu/ & askanadvocate@ucf.edu 
• Disability Accommodation – Student Accessibility Services 
• Diversity and Inclusion Training and Events 
• UCF Compliance and Ethics Office & complianceandethics@ucf.edu 
• Ombuds Office  


 



http://cares.sdes.ucf.edu/






PUP 3204 - Sustainability
Section: CW60


College of Sciences
School of Politics, Security, and Intl Affairs


Course Information


Term: Summer 2024
Class Meeting Location:  
Modality: WW
Credit Hours: 3.000000000000000


Instructor Information


Jacopo Baggio
Title: Dr.
Office Location: HPH 302 (ask the front desk)
Office Hours:
Via Zoom: 


Tuesday 11 - 12.30pm and Wednesday 11 to 12.30pm


Zoom Link:


Join Zoom Meeting
https://ucf.zoom.us/j/91604785107?pwd=RVUxK0M5STlLejZreGtteWZUR3NUdz09


Meeting ID: 916 0478 5107
Passcode: 994393


Email: Jacopo.Baggio@ucf.edu







Course Description


PUP 3204 COS-POLS 3(3,0)Sustainability: PR: ENC 1102 or Junior standing.
Environmental politics through the lens of sustainability. Attention devoted to the
relationships of culture, economics, and ecology. Odd Fall.


Introduction
Today the world is changing at an unprecedented rate. Changes are coming fast, due to
environmental, technological and socio-economic changes. Sustainability, concerned
with issues relating to the ability of present society to enjoy resources and levels of
wealth, while not jeopardizing the ability of future generations to do so, is becoming
more prominent.


The objective of this course is giving students the ability to critically think around issues
related to sustainability, increase knowledge on issues related to socio-economic,
political, demographic processes as well as environmental ones concerning the
sustainable use of resources, and be able to present concisely and clearly problems
and potential solutions to current and possible future concerns related to “sustainability”.


Description
This course is an introduction to concepts related to sustainability, resilience and
common pool resources. The course will focus on introducing concepts, metrics and
examples of issues and problems that fall under the umbrella of “sustainability” with a
focus on managing common pool resources sustainably and an introduction to
resilience and social-ecological systems. Both traditional lecture and student led
lectures/presentation will be used in this class.


Expectations







It is expected that students read the material provided. Students should engage with all
the material provided and are strongly encouraged to search for additional
materials. In other words:


Read the text assigned, think and critically assess the readings,


Search for papers assigned and other that are important for your essay/video
presentation.


Prepare for and participate in the weekly discussions. 


Read the material


Turn in the assignments on time.


In this course we will utilize turnitin.com, an automated system which instructors can
use to quickly and easily compare each student's assignment with billions of web sites,
as well as an enormous database of student papers that grows with each submission.
Accordingly, you will be expected to submit assignments through the Canvas
Assignment Tool in electronic format. After the assignment is processed, as an
instructor I receive a report from turnitin.com that states if and how another author’s
work was used in the assignment. For a more detailed look at this process, visit
http://www.turnitin.com .


SYLLABUS DISCLAIMER:


This syllabus is NOT a contract. All parts of this syllabus can be amended in
accordance with the students based on specific educational needs and non-
foreseeable circumstances. Any change to the syllabus will be announced via
Webcourses@UCF.


Student Learning Outcomes


By the end of the semester student should be more familiar with pressing issues related
to sustainability, understand what social dilemmas are and trade-offs that exist when
dealing with “sustainability” as well as “resilience” and have a more holistic view related
to problem solving and the environment. Further, by the end of the course, students
should be:



http://www.turnitin.com/





Familiar with concepts related to sustainability (sustainability, equity, legitimacy,
fairness etc.), common pool resources (social dilemmas, common pool resource
systems etc.), and resilience (social-ecological systems, resilience, vulnerability etc.)


Able to read peer-reviewed literature, and critically assess it and discuss it.


Able to search for added information using proper peer-reviewed literature (e.g. via
google scholar, or the library, or ISI web of knowledge etc.)


Finally, students will be evaluated via:


Weekly Group Discussions (10)


One video presentation or 1000 words essay on the topic of your choice but related
to sustainability


One 1000-word essays that blends concepts learned during this course and a topic
of your choice.


Mid-Term and Final Exam


After successful completion of this course, students will be able to:


Course Materials and Resources


Sustainability
ISBN: 9780415608480
Authors: Peter Jacques
Publication Date: 2015-01-01
Edition: Either first or second


Sustaining the Commons
Authors: John M. Anderies, Marco A. Janssen
Publication Date: 2024-04-26
Online Access: http://sustainingthecommons.asu.edu



http://sustainingthecommons.asu.edu/





Course Assessment and Grading Procedure


A maximum of 100 points is given in this course. You will be evaluated via 1 video
presentation/essay, 1 final essays, 10 weekly discussions and 2 exams (1 mid-term and
1 final). Essay and/or video presentation will assess your ability to critically think and
engage with the material proposed as well as searching for material other than the one
presented in class. Exams will be based on course content that comprises the material
covered in the modules and the readings assigned. Weekly discussions are build to
assess and discuss current issues related to sustainability and the module/weekly
topics


Weekly Discussions
Weekly you will be required to post a discussion post and reply twice to two different
original discussion posts of your class-mates. Each original discussion post has to be at
least 100 words in length and need to be pertinent to the topic discussed. Each
"response" must be at least 50 words in length. Failure to post an original 100 words
discussion post, AND 2 responses at least 50 words long will lead to 0 point for that
discussion. 


Video Presentation 
If you choose to build a video presentation (max 5 minutes), the evaluation will take into
account content (you will need to research new content that goes beyond what has
been done in class), style and flow of the presentation as well as the delivery.







Presentations will be evaluated on:


Content - based on the topic of your choice and how well you relate it to course
content


Overall logical flow of the presentation


Use of introductory and concluding paragraph


Consistency of the presentation (is it one presentation or is it a puzzle/collage of
multiple not "well related" presentations?)


Essays 
All Essays will be submitted to Turnitin, avoid plagiarism!


Essays are can be done on the topic of your choice. Essays must be:


Maximum 1000 words


Formatting:


Line spacing: 1.5


Font: Times New Roman or Arial or Calibri


Font Size: 11 or 12


Contain at least 5 peer reviewed article outside the ones assigned. These article will
need to be appropriately referenced (either APA or Chicago style referencing must
be used).


No quotations are allowed, you must paraphrase or summarize other people work.
Essay with quotation will have at least 5 points deducted. 


Essays will be evaluated on:


Content - based on the topic of your choice and how well you relate it to course
content


Overall logical flow of the essay


Correct use of sources (at least 5 sources outside the once assigned and optional
readings of the syllabus, plus sources that are present in the syllabus) 







Concluding paragraph in which the student evaluates the argument, the views and
draws her/his own conclusions.


Exams
Based on the readings assigned (books and papers) and modules' content. Exams will
be in the form of multiple choice questions AND open-ended questions.


 


Assignment Submission
All assignments must be submitted via Webcourses@UCF. They will need to be
uploaded as pdf, playable video format or word-documents. Any other file format will not
be taken into consideration. All assignments must to be uploaded individually by each
class participant. Exams will be on Webcourses@UCF (quizzes)


Grading Scale


Summary of Assignment, points and due dates


Due Date Assignment Max Points Submitting Assign


Weekly Discussions -
Modules 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 9,
10, 11, 12, 13.
Discussions are due on
Sundays at 11.59pm. 


Discussion
3 points each
(max 30 points)


Use discussion boar
module/week on
Webcourses@Ucf


Sunday, June 11th at
11.59pm


1000 word First Essay
or Video Presentation


15
Upload essay or vide
presentation on
Webcourses@Ucf



mailto:Webcourses@UCF

mailto:Webcourses@Ucf

mailto:Webcourses@Ucf





June 26th Mid-Term Exam 15 On Webcourses@U


July 30th at 11.59pm 1000 word Essay 20
Upload essay on
Webcourses@Ucf


Final Exam -
Wednesday August 2nd.


Final-Exam 20 On Webcourses@U


 


Grade Conversion (Points -> Letter)


Grade Points
Acquired


Grade


=>93 A


=>90 A-


=>87 B+


=>83 B


=>80 B-


=>70 C


=>60 D


< 60 F


Policies for Course Grade



mailto:Webcourses@Ucf

mailto:Webcourses@Ucf

mailto:Webcourses@Ucf





Excusable late assignments and make up work conditions: 


Only for medical reasons or for UCF excusable events.


Late assignments: 


Late not-excused assignments will be penalized 1 point every 6 hours, after 48hr
passed the deadline, assignments will not be considered and evaluated 0 points.


Details of the video presentations and essays will be discussed via Webcourses@UCF
(Canvas) conversation boards and/or during office hours.


Make-up Exams and Assignments


Per university policy, you are allowed to submit make-up work (or an equivalent,
alternate assignment) for authorized university-sponsored activities, religious
observances, or legal obligations (such as jury duty). If this participation conflicts with
your course assignments, I will offer a reasonable opportunity for you to complete
missed assignments and/or exams. The make-up assignment and grading scale will be
equivalent to the missed assignment and its grading scale. In the case of an authorized
university activity, it is your responsibility to show me a signed copy of the Program
Verification Form for which you will be absent, prior to the class in which the absence
occurs. In any of these cases, please contact me at least one week ahead of time to
notify me of upcoming needs.


Grade Dissemination


Grades will be recorded and posted in Webcourses@UCF and will follow student data
classification and security standards


Extra Credit: NO extra credit will be offered during this course.







Course Accessibility


The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all
persons with disabilities. Students with disabilities who need access to course content
due to course design limitations should contact the professor as soon as possible.
Students should also connect with Student Accessibility Services (SAS) (Ferrell
Commons 185, sas@ucf.edu, phone 407-823-2371). For students connected with SAS,
a Course Accessibility Letter may be created and sent to professors, which informs
faculty of potential course access and accommodations that might be necessary and
reasonable. Determining reasonable access and accommodations requires consideration
of the course design, course learning objectives and the individual academic and course
barriers experienced by the student. Further conversation with SAS, faculty and the
student may be warranted to ensure an accessible course experience.


Academic Integrity


Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of Conduct at Student Conduct
and Integrity Office. According to Section 1, “Academic Misconduct,” students are
prohibited from engaging in:


1. Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials,
information or study aids in any academic exercise unless specifically authorized
by the instructor of record. The unauthorized possession of examination or course-
related material also constitutes cheating.


2. Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral mans: The
presentation of material which has not been studied or learned, but rather obtained
through someone else’s efforts and used as part of an examination, course
assignment, or project.


3. Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to another
person, student, and/or uploading course material to a third-party vendor without
authorization or without the express written permission of the university and the
instructor. Course materials include but are not limited to class notes, Instructor’s
PowerPoints, course syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, instruction sheets, homework,
study guides, handouts, etc.


4. Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work.



https://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

mailto:sas@ucf.edu

https://scai.sdes.ucf.edu/student-rules-of-conduct





5. Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the
source, thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s
own.


6. Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than
once without the express written permission of the instructor.


7. Helping another violate academic behavior standards.


8. Soliciting assistance with academic coursework and/or degree requirements.


Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating


Students should also familiarize themselves with the procedures for academic
misconduct in UCF’s student handbook, The Golden Rule. UCF faculty members have a
responsibility for students’ education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to
prevent unethical behavior and respond to academic misconduct when necessary.
Penalties for violating rules, policies, and instructions within this course can range from a
zero on the exercise to an “F” letter grade in the course. In addition, an Academic
Misconduct report could be filed with the Office of Student Conduct, which could lead to
disciplinary warning, disciplinary probation, or deferred suspension or separation from
the University through suspension, dismissal, or expulsion with the addition of a “Z”
designation on one’s transcript.


Being found in violation of academic conduct standards could result in a student having
to disclose such behavior on a graduate school application, being removed from a
leadership position within a student organization, the recipient of scholarships,
participation in University activities such as study abroad, internships, etc.


Let’s avoid all of this by demonstrating values of honesty, trust, and integrity. No grade is
worth compromising your integrity and moving your moral compass. Stay true to doing
the right thing: take the zero, not a shortcut.


Title IX


Title IX prohibits sex discrimination, including sexual misconduct, sexual violence, sexual
harassment, and retaliation. If you or someone you know has been harassed or
assaulted, you can find resources available to support the victim, including confidential



https://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/





resources and information concerning reporting options at Let's Be Clear and UCF
Cares.


For more information on diversity and inclusion, Title IX, accessibility, or UCF’s complaint
processes contact:


Title IX – OIE – Office of Institutional Equity & askanadvocate@ucf.edu


Disability Accommodation – Student Accessibility Services – Student Accessibility
Services & sas@ucf.edu


Diversity and Inclusion Training and Events – Office of the VP for Diversity, Equity
& Inclusion


UCF Compliance and Ethics Office – Compliance, Ethics, and Risk Office &
complianceandethics@ucf.edu


The Ombuds Office is a safe place to discuss concerns.


Deployed Active-Duty Military Students


Students who are deployed active duty military and/or National Guard personnel and
require accommodation should contact their instructors as soon as possible after the
semester begins and/or after they receive notification of deployment to make related
arrangements.


Campus Safety


Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise during class, everyone needs
to work together. Students should be aware of their surroundings and familiar with some
basic safety and security concepts.


In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance.


Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall
near the door.


Students should make a note of the guide’s physical location and review the online
version at Safety



http://www.shield.ucf.edu/

http://cares.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://oie.ucf.edu/

mailto:askanadvocate@ucf.edu

http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/

mailto:sas@ucf.edu
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http://compliance.ucf.edu/

mailto:complianceandethics@ucf.edu

http://ombuds.ucf.edu/

https://centralflorida-prod.modolabs.net/student/safety/index





Students should know the evacuation routes from each of their classrooms and
have a plan for finding safety in case of an emergency.


If there is a medical emergency during class, students may need to access a first-
aid kit or AED (Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those are located,
see AED Locations.


To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF
text alerts by going to RAVE Mobile Safety and logging in. On the “My Account”
tab, fill out the information, including e-mail address and cell phone number.


Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with
their instructors outside of class.


To learn about how to manage an active-shooter situation on campus or elsewhere,
consider viewing this video from the UCF Police Department, You CAN Survive an
Active Shooter.


Campus Safety Statement for Students in Online-Only Courses


Though most emergency situations are primarily relevant to courses that meet in person,
such incidents can also impact online students, either when they are on or near campus
to participate in other courses or activities or when their course work is affected by off-
campus emergencies. The following policies apply to courses in online modalities.


To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF
text alerts by going to RAVE Mobile Security and logging in. On the “My Account”
tab, fill out the information, including e-mail address and cell phone number.


Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with
their instructor outside of class.


Financial Aid Accountability


All instructors/faculty are required to document students’ academic activity at the
beginning of each course. In order to document that you began this course, please
complete this activity by the end of the first week of classes or as soon as possible after
adding the course. Failure to do so may result in a delay in the disbursement of your
financial aid.



https://ehs.ucf.edu/automated-external-defibrillator-aed-locations

http://www.getrave.com/login/ucf%3E

http://%3Chttps//youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk%3E

http://www.getrave.com/login/ucf%3E





Class Schedule


Course Schedule and important dates
This course schedule as well as the syllabus can change depending on class
educational needs. Some topics / skills may require more time than envisioned and in
such cases the course schedule will be adjusted. Students are required to search and
download the readings assigned. In bold the readings that are considered necessary
and mandatory.


1. 
ModuleMode Topic AssignmentsDue Dates Readings (Bold = mand


Module
0


and
Module
1


Online


Course
Orientation


Searching,
reading and
referencing
appropriately
peer-reviewed
papers


Syllabus Quiz
- academic
engagement


Friday May
17th 2024


Check this blog out, grea
writing
papers: http://www.raulpa


 


Module
2


Online Sustainability
Basics


Sustainability
Principles


Weekly
Discussion


Sunday,
May 19th
2024


Jacques,Sustainabi


Goodland, R. (1995).
Sustainability. Annual
Systematics, 26(1), 1
24. http://doi.org/10.1


Dixon, J. A., & Fallon
sustainability: Origins
policy. Society and Na
84. http://doi.org/10.1


Princen, T. (2003). Pr
Cooperation and Effic
Environmental Politic
50. http://doi.org/10.1



http://www.raulpacheco.org/2017/06/writingpapers/

http://doi.org/10.1146/annurev.es.26.110195.000245

http://doi.org/10.1080/08941928909380675

http://doi.org/10.1162/152638003763336374





ModuleMode Topic AssignmentsDue Dates Readings (Bold = mand


Module
3


Online What are the
commons?


Weekly
Discussion


Sunday,
May 26th
2024


Anderies and Janss
Chapter 1.1 to 1.4 (1


Hardin, G. (1968). Th
Commons. Science, 1
1248. http://doi.org/10


Dietz, T. (2003). Strug
Commons. Science, 3
1912. http://doi.org/10


Lambert, J., Epstein, 
Identifying Topics and
Resources Using Nat
Processing. Internatio
206. https://doi.org/10


Module
4


Online


Design
principles for
Common Pool
Resources


Weekly
Discussion


Sunday,
June 2nd
2024


Anderies and Janss
Chapter 7


Cox, M., Arnold, G., 
Design Principles fo
Resource Managem


Baggio, J. A., Barne
Ratajczyk, E., Rollin
Explaining success 
configural nature of
principles. Internatio
Commons, 10(2). htt


Barnett, A. J., Baggio
Ibarra, I., Rubinos, C
approach to case stu
analysis of quantitativ
Journal of the Comm
494. http://doi.org/10.



http://doi.org/10.1126/science.162.3859.1243

http://doi.org/10.1126/science.1091015

http://doi.org/10.18352/ijc.634

http://doi.org/10.18352/ijc.632
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Module
5


 


Online Measuring
Sustainability


Essay or
Video
Presentation
Due


Sunday,
June 9th
2024


Jacques,Sustainabi


Jacques,Sustainabilit


Bradshaw, C. J. A., &
population reduction 
problems. Proceeding
Sciences, 111(46), 16
http://doi.org/10.1073







ModuleMode Topic AssignmentsDue Dates Readings (Bold = mand


Module
6


 


Online Planetary
boundaries


Overshoot
and Collapse


Weekly
discussion


Sunday,
June 16th
2024


Steffen, W., Richard
E., Fetzer, I., Bennet
Planetary boundarie
a changing planet. S
1259855. http://doi.o


Jacques,Sustainabi


Tainter, J. A. (2006).
Collapse. Annual Re
74. http://doi.org/10.
136


Rockström, J., Steffe
Chapin, F. S., Lambin
Boundaries: Exploring
Humanity Recommen
Society, 14(2), 472–4


Wackernagel, M., Sch
C., Jenkins, M., Kapo
the ecological oversh
economy. Proceeding
Sciences, 99(14), 926
9271. http://doi.org/10


Arrow, K., Dasgupta, 
Heal, G., … Walker, B
Much? Journal of Eco
172. http://doi.org/10.



http://doi.org/10.1126/science.1259855

http://doi.org/10.1146/annurev.anthro.35.081705.123136

http://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.142033699

http://doi.org/10.1257/0895330042162377





ModuleMode Topic AssignmentsDue Dates Readings (Bold = mand


Module
7


 


Online Ethics, justice
and fairness


Weekly
Discussion Sunday,


June 23th
2024


Jacques,Sustainabi


Adger, W. N., Brown, 
J., Rosendo, S., & Se
sustainability: Toward
decisionmaking. Envi
1110. http://doi.org/10


Module
8


 


OnlineMidterm Exam Mid-Term
exam (online)


Monday,
June 24th
2024 


 


 


Module
9


 


online Social
Dilemmas


Weekly
Discussion


Sunday,
June 30th
2024


Anderies and Janss
Chapter 4 (Disclaim
introduced in chapter
want to quickly skim t


Anderies and Janss
Chapter 5, 6, 7 and 8


Janssen, M. A., Holah
Lab experiments for t
systems. Science,328
http://doi.org/10.1126


Baggio, J. A., Rollins
(2015). Irrigation expe
environmental variab
Society, 20(4), 12. htt


Janssen, M. A., Bous
& Worrapimphong, K
dilemmas. Agricultura



http://doi.org/10.1068/a35289

http://doi.org/10.5751/ES-07772-200412





ModuleMode Topic AssignmentsDue Dates Readings (Bold = mand


Module
10


 


Online Complex
Adaptive
Systems


Weekly
Discussion


Sunday,
July 7th
2024


Glouberman, S., & Z
and Complex System
of Medicare Look Li
Health Care in Cana
32778-0


Baggio, J. A. (2017).
Simulations and Ag
Methods in Tourism
244. https://doi.org/h
5


Sellberg, M. M., Quin
Peterson, G. D. (2021
resilience practice. Ec


Janssen, M. (1998). U
modeling global chan
463. https://doi.org/10


Lansing, J. S. (2003)
Reivew of Anthropolo
204. https://doi.org/10
40



https://doi.org/0-662-32778-0

https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.21832/BAGGIO6195

https://doi.org/10.1007/s100219900041

https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev.anthro.32.061002.093440





ModuleMode Topic AssignmentsDue Dates Readings (Bold = mand


Module
11


Online


Social-
Ecological
Systems


Weekly
Discussion


Sunday,
July 14th
2024


Anderies and Janss
Chapter 12 and 13


Folke, C., Polasky, S
F., Lamont, M., … W
Anthropocene biosp
https://doi.org/10.10


Folke, C. (2006). Res
perspective for social
Environmental Chang
http://doi.org/10.1016


Holling, C. S., Folke, 
(2000). Resilience of 
Institutions - Final Re


Anderies, J. M., Jans
framework to analyze
systems from an insti
society,9(1), 18.
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Module
12


 


Online Resilience
“principles” for
ecosystem
management


Weekly
Discussion


Sunday,
July 21rd
2024


Baggio, J. A., Brown
Boundary object or 
network analysis of 
Society, 20(2), 2.


Biggs, R., Schlüter, 
BurnSilver, S., Cund
Principles for Enhan
Services. Annual Re
Resources, 37(1), 42
http://doi.org/10.114


Carpenter, S., Walke
(2001). From Metaph
What to What? Ecos
781. http://doi.org/10


Carpenter, S. R., Bro
Scheffer, M. (2015). A
operating space for e
the National Academy
14389. http://doi.org/1


Anderies, J. M. (2015
challenges for the An
National Academy of 
14403. http://doi.org/1



http://doi.org/10.1007/s10021-001-0045-9

http://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1511804112

http://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1519071112





ModuleMode Topic AssignmentsDue Dates Readings (Bold = mand


Module
13


 


Online


 


Politics,
Resilience
and
Sustainability


Weekly
Discussion


Sunday,
July 28th
2024


Folke, C., Biggs, R.,
Rockström, J. (2016
biosphere-based su
Society, 21(3), art41
210341


Jacques, Sustainab


Schoon, M., & Cox, 
adaptation, and sca
governance for sust
(Switzerland),10(3). 


Schoon, M., Robard
C. L., & Biggs, R. (20
ecosystem services
Sustaining Ecosyste
Systems, 32–49.
http://doi.org/10.101


Olsson, P., Galaz, V.,
Sustainability transfor
perspective. Ecology 
http://doi.org/10.5751


Bahadur, A., & Tanne
resilience thinking: Pu
heart of urban climate
Urbanization, 26(1), 2
214. http://doi.org/10.


Module
14


 


Online Relating
resilience,
sustainability
and common
pool
resources


Essay Due 
Sunday,
July 28th
2024


Optional readings on tipp
interested:


Otto, I. M., Donges, J
Hewitt, R. J., Lucht, W
Social tipping dynami



http://doi.org/10.5751/ES-08748-210341

http://doi.org/10.1177/0956247814522154





ModuleMode Topic AssignmentsDue Dates Readings (Bold = mand


2050. Proceedings of
201900577. https://do


Milkoreit, M., Hodbod
Calderón-Contreras, 
(2018, March 1). Defi
systems scholarship 
review. Environmenta
Letters. https://doi.org


Lenton, T. M. (2020). 
Transactions of the R
Biological Sciences, 3
20190123. https://doi


Lade, S. J., Walker, B
Resilience as pathwa
and temporal perspec
Society, 25(3), 1–14. 
250319


Abel, N., Wise, R. M.
R. A., Ryan, P., … O’
pathways to transform
charge&amp;#8221;: 
Darling Basin. Ecolog
art23. https://doi.org/1


Moore, M. L., Olsson
F. R. (2018). Navigati
as key transformative
Fellowship program. E
Society, 23(2). https:/


Moore, M.-L., Tjornbo
J., Baggio, J. A., … B



https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1900577117

https://doi.org/10.1088/1748-9326/aaaa75

https://doi.org/10.1098/rstb.2019.0123

https://doi.org/10.5751/ES-11760-250319

https://doi.org/10.5751/ES-08422-210223

https://doi.org/10.5751/ES-08422-210223

https://doi.org/10.5751/ES-10166-230238





ModuleMode Topic AssignmentsDue Dates Readings (Bold = mand


complexity of change
understanding delibe
transformations. Ecol
art54. https://doi.org/1


 


Module
15


 


Online Study Guide
and Recap for
Final Exam


 


  


 


 


OnlineFinal Exam  Wednesday,
July 31st
2024


 



https://doi.org/10.5751/ES-06966-190454



