DHARMA BHATT
School of Politics, Security, and International Affairs
dharma.bhatt@ucf.edu | LinkedIn | Website

EDUCATION
University of Central Florida (UCF), Orlando, FL				      (Expected) May 2028
Doctor of Philosophy, Security Studies

George Mason University (GMU), Fairfax, VA 						           May 2025
Master of Arts, International Security

University of Maryland – Baltimore County (UMBC), Baltimore, MD			           May 2023
Bachelor of Sciences, Psychology with Honors

Hagerstown Community College, Hagerstown, MD					           May 2021
Associate of Arts, Psychology with Honors

RESEARCH INTERESTS
International Relations, Hybrid Warfare, Collective Security, Military Doctrine, Insurgency

ACADEMIC AND PROFESSIONAL PUBLICATIONS
“The Red Tumor: The Growth and Persistence of the Naxalite Insurgency and India’s Response”, Small Wars Journal, October 2025

“Lessons from Ukraine: The Case for Further Standardization of the European Defense Industrial Base,” George Mason University, May 2025

“Maritime Security: The Cornerstone of the Quad’s Strategic Focus,” George Mason University, January 2025

“The U.S. Must Rethink Its Free and Open Indo-Pacific Strategy,” George Mason University, March 2024

RESEARCH EXPERIENCE
Independent Research, Summer 2023 – Present
· Research and analyze various global security topics and publish articles on “isecthoughts”, a personal independent blog site.

Student Fellow, Center for Security Policy Studies, GMU, Spring 2024 – Spring 2025. 
· Researched security and intelligence topics about Europe and the Indo-Pacific region.
· Attended defense and security conferences to enhance awareness of current geopolitical threats, technological advances, and military strategies.
· Maintained the CSPS LinkedIn by providing updates on CSPS activities and the works of Student Fellows

Research Assistant, UMBC, Spring 2022 – Spring 2023. 
· Assisted Dr. Christopher Murphy in his gender-based violence lab. 
· Utilized journal databases to identify research gaps. 
· Observed a First-Year Seminar to evaluate students' understanding of gender-based harm. 
· Organized a database with sensitive information on 40+ first-year students. 
· Investigated the effectiveness of training methods like SHARP and Green Dot.


TEACHING EXPERIENCE
Graduate Teaching Assistant, UCF
Political Socialization (POL 4244), Spring 2026
Physical Geography (GEO 1200), Fall 2025, Spring 2026
World Political Geography (GEO 3471), Fall 2025

Master's Course Assistant, GMU
Democratic Theory and Practice (GOVT 101), Fall 2024

CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS
“The Quad Security Partnership: Evaluation of Indo-Pacific Collective Security from the Perspective of the United States,” Mason Graduate Interdisciplinary Conference, George Mason University, April 2025

WORK EXPERIENCE
Team Lead, Customer Information & Visitor Services, GMU, Fairfax, VA,               March 2024 – May 2025
· Provided patrons with information regarding admissions, academic programs, events, building directions, and other services available
· Oversaw the switchboard room and information desk operations by providing leadership and resources needed for success
· Communicated with academic and service departments for materials to have on display at various locations across campus

Intern United States Senate – Office of Senator Chris Van Hollen, Rockville, MD    May 2024 – Aug 2024
· Completed assigned constituent casework by responding to inquiries related to immigration, social security, and veterans’ affairs, and coordinating with federal partners 
· Drafted correspondence to constituents, providing updates and resolutions to their inquiries
· Supported case workers on various administrative duties: printing, answering phones, and mail collection 
· Attended and represented the Senator at events of importance

Resident Assistant, UMBC, Baltimore, MD                                                                      Aug 2022 – May 2023
· Guided 45 residents in supporting their academic and personal development by providing on-campus resources and mentorship.
· Achieved three events per month to facilitate community development among my residents. 
· Served as a first responder for dozens of emergencies and conduct issues in my residential hall.

HONORS & AWARDS
Schar School Dean’s Fellow Award, August 2023 – May 2025
Resident Life Director’s Award, May 2023
Student Government Association Hall of Fame, inducted May 2023
Academic Excellence Award, March 2023
Transfer Student Alliance Scholarship, August 2021 – May 2023
Phi Teta Kappa, inducted May 2021
NJCAA Cross Country Academic All-American, May 2019, May 2020

ADDITIONAL SKILLS & TRAINING
Computer Skills: Blackboard, Canvas, Microsoft 365, G-Suite, STATA, APA Citation, Chicago Citation

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS
Young Professionals in Foreign Policy

REFERENCES
Available upon request

