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Fall 2026 MA Timeline (Non-Thesis Track)
*Important Dates & Deadlines*

1. Restricted Registration Agreements due: Friday, July 31, 2026
2. Last day to register for classes: Sunday, August 23, 2026
3. First day of class: Monday, August 24, 2026
4. Add/Drop/Swap Deadline: Friday, August 28, 2026
5. Last day to submit your intent to graduate: Friday, August 28, 2026
6. Non-Thesis Proposal Approval form (if final semester) due: Friday, September 18, 2026
7. MA Comprehensive Exam request form due: Friday, September 18, 2026
8. MA Comprehensive Exam: Friday, September 26, 2025
9. Last day to submit Non-Thesis Defense Announcement (if defending on deadline): Friday, October 16, 2026
10. Draft of Non-Thesis Paper due to your readers: Friday, October 23, 2026
11. Non-Thesis Defense Deadline: Friday, November 6, 2026
12. Last day of classes: Thursday, December 3, 2026
13. Notification of Approval of Non-Thesis (Chair must sign and submit Non-Thesis Approval Form to Program Assistant): Thursday, December 3, 2026
14. Degree Conferral Date: Friday, December 11, 2026
15. Commencement: Friday, December 11, 2026 – Saturday, December 12, 2026
16. [bookmark: _Hlk108009625]Grades due on myUCF: Tuesday, December 15, 2026 at 12:00PM

…See Pages 2-5 for Procedure Guide
		

Procedure Guide
[bookmark: _Hlk130392360]Comprehensive Exam:
· The exam is designed to assess research literacy and applied quantitative analysis, including the ability to evaluate scholarly research, interpret quantitative findings, and apply core statistical concepts. These skills are evaluated across two parts of the exam.
· Students are eligible to take the Comprehensive Exam after successfully completing 18 approved graduate credit hours, including:
· POS6736 Conduct of Political Inquiry
· POS6746 Quantitative Methods in Political Research
· 12 additional approved graduate credit hours
· “Approved” coursework refers to courses officially counted toward the M.A. in Political Science degree and documented in the student’s Program of Study.
· Students intending to take the exam must submit the Comprehensive Exam Request Form no later than two weeks before the scheduled exam date (typically the sixth Friday of the semester, unless otherwise announced).
· Students planning to take the Comprehensive Exam should be enrolled in at least one graduate-level course during the semester in which they take the exam. 
· Students will be notified when their eligibility has been approved and will receive more detailed instructions regarding the specific content of the exam at that time.
· The exam is written and evaluated by a committee of Graduate Faculty under the supervision of the MA Program Coordinator. Questions about the exam should be directed to the MA Program Coordinator.
· The exam will be completed in person in a designated UCF computer lab and administered through the MA Webcourses site.
· The exam opens at 8:30 a.m. ET and closes at 5:00 p.m. ET on the scheduled exam date.
· The exam is open book—any notes, textbooks, or pass assignments are permitted for consultation, but must be in hard-copy. No access to digital materials is permitted.
· Communication between students during the exam is prohibited.
· Students may take breaks as needed and are responsible for saving their work regularly.


Non-Thesis Committee:
· Non-Thesis committees should be formed prior to the Non-Thesis Proposal deadline of the semester you intend to graduate. The Non-Thesis Proposal Approval Form serves as a record of your committee.
· Non-Thesis committees can be formed at any point during your academic career since the progress of your non-thesis requirement is not tied to a specific course.
· Both your Chair reader and second reader must be UCF Graduate Faculty.




· If you need assistance identifying potential committee members you can make an appointment to speak with the MA Program Coordinator (Dr. Larsen).

Registration:
Restricted Registration Agreements are required for Independent Study, Direct Research, and Internship courses. 
[bookmark: _Hlk108009008]If you are planning on enrolling in any of these courses, you will have to complete the required RRA form with your chosen instructor. The electronic form must be initiated by the posted “Restricted Registration Agreements due” deadline. These are not courses in which you can self-enroll on myUCF. The registrar will manually enroll you in the course after the RRA form is completed by all parties and processed by COS and the registrar.

For those who are NOT enrolling in coursework that requires an RRA, you will want to enroll by the “Last day to register for classes” deadline. If you are not enrolled in at least one course by this deadline you will be charged a late enrollment fee of $100. If you are waiting for an RRA to be processed and the registration deadline is approaching, you can enroll in the “placeholder” course UCF1500 that will prevent you from acquiring a late fee charge. Fees will not be waived for those with enrollment HOLDS left unaddressed prior to the enrollment deadline.
· Non-Thesis Research Paper Registration Options:
· Completion of your non-thesis paper requirement does not require enrollment in a specific course, but many students choose to enroll in an independent study or directed research course with their Chair reader while working on their non-thesis paper. This course can count towards your required 21 credit hours of electives as long as you have not already taken a combined 6 credit hours of independent study, directed research, internship, or external coursework. If you choose this option, you will follow the deadline associated with RRA submission. 
· If you choose to work on your non-thesis paper independently of a specific course, you are still required to complete 21 credit hours of elective courses.

Defenses and Announcements:
· Students will present their Non-Thesis research paper in a seminar open to the university community.
· Fall or Spring Defense: The defense date should be set no later than the first week of the semester in which the defense will take place. 
· Summer Defense: The defense date must be set no later than the last day of classes of the preceding spring semester.



· Defenses must be officially announced at least three weeks prior to the relevant defense date. 
· All announcements should be formatted with Date, Time, Location, Title, Abstract, Outline of Studies, Educational Career, and Committee. The announcement should be reviewed and approved by your committee chair prior to submitting it to the program assistant. The program coordinator may request edits prior to official announcement.
· All defenses should be completed in person. If you need to request accommodation for a virtual defense, you must contact Dr. Larsen (MA Program Coordinator) in advance. 
· You can contact the program assistant to reserve the SPSIA conference room or you can reserve the conference room in the Graduate Student Center by following this link: https://graduate.ucf.edu/graduate-student-center/room-reservation-request/ . 

Final Submissions:
· Proposal
· Provide the program assistant with your signed proposal approval form by the posted deadline. 
· Proposal approval forms can be turned in prior to the semester you intend to complete your non-thesis paper and graduate (See Committees). 
· Final Defense & Paper Completion
· Once you successfully complete your final public defense and any edits your committee requires, submit the signed non-thesis approval form and a copy of your final paper to the program assistant.

Graduation:
If you intend on graduating this semester you must submit your intent to graduate by the deadline shared above. This gives us adequate time to review your record and pre-certify you for graduation. You can file your intent by visiting your student self-service page on my.ucf.edu. If you are completing a graduate certificate in addition to your Master’s, you will have to file a separate ITG for that certificate program. 
Keep in mind that your ITG can be withdrawn at any time but we need the requests in early so we can ensure you have all required courses complete, that those courses are showing up in the correct areas of your GPS, and that you are on track to finish all remaining milestones by the posted deadlines. If you would like to withdraw an ITG request, just email the program assistant who will connect you with the COS Graduate office. Once the COS Graduate office confirms that your ITG has been withdrawn, you are then free to submit an ITG for the next semester (if the ITG submission window for that semester is already open).
Information on Commencement can be found at commencement.ucf.edu once it is established for the term. Graduation regalia and other related items must be pre ordered or reserved well in advance of the end of the semester.
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