Abstract

The objective of the current study was to determine how various factors, such as religiosity, political
affiliation, gender, parents’ marital status, and economic hardship influence negative attitudes towards
immigration and immigrants. Eighty five white, Anglo-European college students were asked to
complete a 19-item questionnaire that assessed immigration attitudes. Results indicate that, in general,
participants held negative attitudes towards immigration. Measures of religiosity — more specifically,
importance placed on religion and frequency of religious meeting attendance — affected immigration
attitudes. Regarding political affiliation, Democrats held more favorable attitudes towards immigration
and immigrants. Results also showed that those from reconstituted families held more negative
attitudes towards immigrants than other family structures. Additionally, those who experienced
economic hardship reported more negative attitudes than those who did not. Gender, however, did not
contribute to attitudes towards immigration.

Background Info

Attitudes towards immigrants have changed negatively following the September 11 terrorist

attacks (Hitlan et al., 2007). Negative attitudes toward immigrants have also been found among
American elementary school children (Brown, 2011). Research has found that the more knowledgeable
and diverse the demographic area, the more positive attitudes that white Americans have regarding
immigrants (Berg, 2009). Additionally, theories attempting to explain negative attitudes toward
immigrants have focused on religiosity (Greeley & Hout 2006; Green 2004; Kellstedt and Green 1993;
Layman 2001; Leege et al. 2002; Morone 2003), family structure and ideology (Starks & Robinson, 2007
llcox, 2006), socioeconomic status (Greeley & Hout 2006: Norris & Inglehart 2006; Verba, Schlozman,
ady 1996), and political affiliation (Brooks & Manza 1997; Hillygus & Shields 2005; Langer &

2005; Manza & Brooks 1997; Wilcox & Larson 2006; Woodberry & Smith 1998).

litionally, previous research has also identified that white Anglo/Europeans are more likely to
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actors interact to influence overall attitudes toward immigration. The current

i o how these factors work together to produce negative attitudes toward

ethod

bip between religiosity indices (e.g., religious
of religious meeting attendance), political
er), gender, parents’ marital status, and
des of 85 white, Anglo/European
migration were assessed with a 19-
ts take jobs away from
es today,” and “The
-point Likert

e negative

in immigrant students. Participants included 15 males and 70 females ranging in age from 18 years to
over 25. All participants were born in the United States, with parents also born in the United States, and
spoke English as a first language. Missing data was handled by using the Full Information Maximum
Likelihood (FIML) method to estimate values for missing cases. The estimated values were then
substituted for the missing cases, a process referred to as imputation, using the computer program
Amelia (King, Honaker, Joseph, & Scheve, 2001). The new data set was used in analyses.
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Results

Results indicated that on average, participants held negative attitudes toward immigration (M = 55.2, SD = 8.3, range
37-79). Descriptive statistics for specific attitudes toward immigrants can be found in table 1.

Linear regression was performed to determine the relationship between religiosity indices (e.g., religious affiliation,
importance placed on religion, frequency of religious meeting attendance), political affiliation (e.g., Democrat, Republican,
Independent, Other), gender, parents’ marital status, and economic hardship while growing up on attitudes toward
immigration. Measures of religiosity were found to contribute significantly to attitudes toward immigration. Specifically,
importance placed on religion and frequency of religious meeting attendance, but not religious affiliation, contributed to
immigration attitudes. Political affiliation was also found to contribute to immigration attitudes in that those who identified
themselves as Democrat had more favorable attitudes toward immigration than all other political affiliations assessed.
Family structure and economic hardship were also related to immigration attitudes in that those from reconstituted families
held more negative attitudes toward immigration than those from continuously intact, never married, or divorced family
structures. Participants who experienced more economic hardship while growing up reported more negative attitudes
toward immigration than those who did not experience as much economic hardship. Gender was not found to contribute to
attitudes toward immigration. Results can be found in table 2.

Table 1. Attitudes toward Immiigration

Attitude %o
Immigrants are a burden to the country. 141
Immigrants take jobs away from Americans who want them. 28.3
The Federal Government is not tough enough on immigrants. 36.5
Immigrants are bad for the area or local community. 4.7
There are too many immigrants in the United States today. 35.3
The majority of immigrants who are in American are here illegally. 20.0
Immigrants should adopt American culture and values. 27.1
Too many people are coming into this country. 43.6

Tax payers have to pay too much to provide services to immigrants (schools, |45.9

healthcare, welfare).

The wrong kinds of people are coming into this country. 9.4

Illegal immigration increases the likelihood of terrorism. 27.1
Illegal immigration is dangerous for legal immigration. 65.9
The United States government should spend more to prevent illegal 41.1

immigrants from coming into this country.

Immigrants are more likely to commit crimes than anyone else.

Immigrants should learn English.

Immigrants are a burden to society.

Immigrants can strengthen America because of hard work and skills they

may have.

Recent immigrants are unfairly discriminated against. 68.2
Immigrants pay their fair share of taxes. 30.6
Immigrants need to believe in God to be part of American society. 95.3
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